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[The Method of Political Science]

Our discussion will be adequate if we make things perspicuous enough

to accord with the subject matter; for we would not seek the same degree

of exactness in all sorts of arguments alike, any more than in the products

15 of different crafts.* §2 Now, fine and just things, which political science

examines, differ and vary =0 much as to seem to rest on convention only,

not on nature.®  §3 But [this is not a good reason, sinee] goods also vary

in the same way, because they result in harm to many people—for some

have been destroyed because of their wealth, others because of their

20 bravery.® B4 And so, sinoe this is our subject and these are our premises,

we shall be satisfied to indicate the truth roughly and in outline; since our

subject and our premises ane things that hold good uswally [but not uni-
versally ], we shall be satisfied to draw conclusions of the same sort.

Each of our claims, then, ought to be accepted in the same way [as

claiming to hold good usually]. For the educated person seeks exactness

25 in each area to the extent that the nature of the subject allows; for appar-

ently it is just as mistaken to demand demonstrations from a rhetorician

as bo accept [merely] persuasive arguments from a mathematician.”

155a §5 Further, each person judges rightly what he knows, and is a good

judge about that; hence the good judge in a given area is the person edu-

2

MICOMACHEAN ETHICS Book |, Chapter 4 §5

cated in that area, and the unqualifiedly good judge is the person edu- 1095
cated in every area.

This is why a youth is not a suitable student of political science; for he
lacks experience of the actions in life, which are the subject and premises
of our arguments,  §6 Moreover, since he tends to follow his feelings, his
study will be futile and useless; for the end [of political science] is action, 5
not knowledge.® &7 It does not matter whether he is young in years or
immature in character, since the deficiency does not depend on age, but
results from following his feelings in his life and in a given pursuit; for an
immature person, like an incontinent person, gets no benefit from his
knowledge. But for those who accord with reason in forming their desires 10
and in their actions, knowledge of political science will be of great benefit,

58 These are the preliminary points about the student, about the way
our claims are to be acoepbed, and about what we propose to do.*
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Sy Our discussion will be adequate if we make things perspicuous enough to accord

with the subject matter; for we would not seek the same degree of exactness in all
sorts of arguments alike, any more than in the products of different craft.
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S ¥ Now, fine and just things, which political science examines, differ and vary so

much as to seem to rest on convention only, not on nature.
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S ¥ But [this is not a good reason, since] goods also vary in the same way, because
they result in harm to many people-for some have been destroyed because of their
wealth, others because of their bravery.
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S ¥ And so, since this is our subject and these are our premises, we shall be satisfied

to indicate the truth roughly and in outline; since our subject and our premises are
things that hold good usually [but not universally], we shall be satisfied to draw
conclusions of the same sort.
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Each of our claims, then, ought to be accepted in the same way [as claiming to hold
good usually].
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For the educated person seeks exactness in each area to the extent that the nature
of the subject allows; for appar- ently it is just as mistaken to demand
demonstrations from a rhetorician as to accept [merely] persuasive arguments
from a mathematician.
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S o Further, each person judges rightly what he knows, and is a good judge about

that; hence the good judge in a given area is the person educated in that area, and
the unqualifiedly good judge is the person educated in every area.
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This is why a youth is not a suitable student of political science; for he lacks

experience of the actions in life, which are the subject and premises of our
arguments.
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Moreover, since he tends to follow his feelings, his study will be futile and useless;
for the end [of political science] is action, not knowledge.
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It does not matter whether he is young in years orimmature in character, since the
deficiency does not depend on age, but results from following his feelings in his life
and in a given pursuit; for an immature person, like an incontinent person, gets no
benefit from his knowledge.
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But for those who accord with reason in forming their desires and in their actions,
knowledge of political science will be of great benefit.
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These are the preliminary points about the student, about the way our claims are
to be accepted, and about what we propose to do.
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