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Exports surpass imports 
in Iran’s non-oil sector 
within 4 months

Iran blames ‘foreign 
interference’ for sufferings 
of Afghan people

Iranian referees has the 
potential of officiating at world 
class tournaments, says Faghani

First-ever Shahnameh 
inscribed by female 
calligrapher unveiled  
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TEHRAN — Host Iran lost to 
South Korea at the 2016 FIBA 

Asia U18 Championship here at the Azadi Hall 
on Tuesday.

The Iranian team, who had already defeat-
ed Indonesia (106-40) and Kazakhstan (90-59) 
in its first two matches, suffered two successive 

defeats against japan 81-77 and South Korea 
86-83 in Group B.

Amirhossein Khandanpour led Iran with 16 
points and 10 rebounds and South Korean 
Kim Jinyoung was his team top scorer with 25 
points. 

I r a n  w i l l  f a c e  L e b a n o n  o n  We d n e s -

d a y.
The top four teams from each group will ad-

vance to the Quarter-Final.
The top three teams from the 24th 

FIBA Asia U18 Championship will rep-
resent Asia at the 2017 FIBA U19 World 
Championship.

Iran loses to S. Korea at FIBA Asia U18 Championship

M&A deals, 
alternative approach 
towards Iran market

Like any other opened up econ-
omy, the Iranian economy- re-
cently relieved from sanctions 

- has been tried to be penetrated in 
the past few months. There is no ar-
gument that the second economy of 
the Middle East with around 80 million 
population which has been neglected 
for the past ten years in the current 
competitive business environment 
is hard to pass. Thanks to the lack of 
business infrastructure, hotels have 
turned into a shared office in the past 
few months with businessmen with the 
same aim: Having a slice of Iran pie.

The businesses from variety of 
fields, sizes, origins and risk tolerance 
have approached private and public 
sectors of the Iranian economy with 
different strategies. 

Many tried to offer their product or 
maybe their niche services without con-
sidering the fact that their clients in host 
country need a while to catch a breath 
and get quiet there after 10 years of iso-
lation and severity. For instance, Sophis-
ticated European business consultancy 
firms kindly offered to give an expensive 
hand to Iranian conglomerates which is 
highly appreciated but they didn’t real-
ize that the senior executives in those 
companies have other priorities and are 
not quiet convinced for such – as they 
probably may recognize – costs. 

On other cases, top tier machinery 
manufacturers arrived with their lat-
est state-of-the-art equipment to ful-
fill Iran’s industry-oriented economic 
ambition while they missed to consid-
er how they are going to get paid by 
struggling cash flow statements. On the 
other hand Iranian policymakers have 
made it clear repeatedly that they will 
not let the country to become solely a 
consuming market for imported foreign 
brands and will continue to support 
the domestic goods and production 
by making their flashy foreign equiva-
lents less competitive and keeping them 
away from the borders.    9

Down with 
USA Intl. Grand 
Awards to 
announce winners 
in December 

TEHRAN — The 3rd 
International Grand 

Awards of Down with USA is scheduled 
to announce its winners on December 6 
coinciding with Students’ Day in Iran, the 
organizers announced on Tuesday. 

Meysam Mohammad-Hosseini, the 
secretary of the festival, along with 
Seyyed Masud Shojai-Tabatabai, the 
artistic director, briefed the media on 
the competition during a press confer-
ence held at the Tasnim News Agency.  

The contest is being organized by 
the Tasnim News Agency and the Seraj 
Cyberspace Organization in three main 
categories of photo, poster and cartoon. 

Music videos, documentaries and 
songs will also be accessable in the side 
section programs. The awards have been 
established to honor artworks against 
American imperialism and Zionism.

An international panel composed 
of Hicabi Demirci from Turkey, Jitet 
Koestana from Indonesia and Mahmud 
Nazari from Iran will select the winning 
works in the cartoon section, Sho-
jai-Tabatabai said. Rock singer Kaveh 
Afaq will perform a song Yaghma Gol-
ruii during the closing ceremony of the 
festival, Mohammad-Hosseini added. 

“Hey You” 
by Iranian 

documentarian 
Saeid Abutaleb 

introduced
TEHRAN — The 
book “Hey You” by 

Iranian documentarian and photo-
journalist Saeid Abutaleb was unveiled 
during a ceremony held at Tehran’s Art 
Bureau on Monday evening.

Published by Sureh Mehr Publica-
tions, “Hey You” recounts Abutaleb’s 
memories of his four-month impris-
onment in Iraq by the U.S.-led forces 
during 2003. It also reveals facts about 
the U.S. detention camps in the then 
occupied country.

Speaking at the ceremony, Islamic 
Ideology Dissemination Organization 
(IIDO) Director Hojjatoleslam Seyyed 
Mehdi Khamushi said that the world 
of today considers America the first ty-
rant and the great Satan, adding, “But 
we must also teach this world freedom 
and liberty”. 

“The good thing about his books is 
that it asks the readers why the United 
States entered Iraq and why they left 
Iraq and also what they think about the 
cultural figures of the Islamic Revolu-
tion,” he added. Morteza Sarhangi, the 
director of the Art and Literature De-
partment of the bureau, also attend-
ing the ceremony said, “If Abutaleb 
did not write these memoirs, he would 
have lived with his nightmares until the 
end of his life.    1 2

Curtains of 
Iranophobia 
have fallen 
apart: Zarif 

TEHRAN — Irani-
an Foreign Minister 

Mohammad Javad Zarif said on Mon-
day that the crimes of Saudi Arabia 
and the Zionist regime of Israel are be-
coming increasingly obvious and their 
cooperation cannot be hidden.

“Iranophobia is being propagated 
through Large investment by the Zion-
ists and ill-wishers especially the brutal 
Saudi regime,” Zarif said during a meet-
ing with Iranian residents in Ghana.

He added that the Zionists and 
Saudis are making many efforts to 
hide their crimes by portraying an 
“unrealistic” image of Iran. “Today, the 
world, after nearly 37 years, has be-
come aware of the fact that Wahha-
bism is the main threat that has caused 
extremism in the world; and today the 
Daesh brutality is filmed while behead-
ing a 12 years old child. 

He added, “Today, the curtains of 
Iranophobia have fallen apart and 
these crimes are increasingly revealed.” 

The Iranian foreign minister also said 
that more investment are being made to 
spread Iranophobia and counter against 
the resistance economy. Zarif started 
a tour of West Africa on Sunday. He is 
accompanied by representatives of 35 
companies from private sector. He was 
scheduled to meet with Ghanaian Presi-
dent John Dramani Mahama, Parliament 
Speaker Edward Adjaho and Hanna Tet-
teh, the country’s foreign minister.

Following the lifting of sanctions on Iran, Kore-
an businesses are advancing into the country 
looking for new opportunities. Among Korea’s 
leading conglomerates entering the market, 
Samwoo Engineering and Construction (E&C) 

is in the spotlight as the mid-tier construction 
company signed a memorandum of agree-
ment (MOA) for a plant construction project 
worth 5 billion euros. 

Samwoo E&C said that it signed an MOA 

regarding construction of a petroleum refin-
ing facility at Zilaee in Iran, a 5 billion euro 
project led by Masjed-Soleyman Petrochemi-
cal Industries, which is held by Iran’s national 
pension fund.    4

S. Korean company inks €8.6b 
oil, transport MOAs in Iran

See page 2

Intelligence 
superiority 
allows leeway to 
‘confront, interact, 
and compete’ 
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The Tehran Times new pocket-sized glossary is now 
available on the market. The reader-friendly is a rich 
source of the most common journalistic terminology 
collected by the daily’s retired staff. 

It can benefit a wide range of tastes from students to 
professional journalists. 

For more information contact:

(021) 430 51 603-4
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Tehran, Moscow 
should get rid 
of “customs 
hurdles”: minister
Iran and Russia have a great poten-
tial for expanding cooperation in all 
spheres, Iran’s Minister of Communica-
tion Mahmoud Vaezi said on Tuesday.

“We are interested in developing 
relations between Iran and Russia. We 
should pave a way for this, should ease 
visa regime, get rid of customs hurdles, 
ease online banking,” Vaezi said at the 
meeting with Astrakhan Region Gover-
nor Alexander Zhilkin. “I will personally 
try to resolve several issues at talks today 
and tomorrow in Astrakhan and Moscow. 
One of these issues is creating ‘green 
corridors’ for Iranian goods,” he noted.

(Source: TASS)

U.S. misconduct 
hampering effective 
implementation of 

JCPOA: Kharrazi 

TEHRAN — Iran has set ceilings for monthly 
salaries of political and non-political figures fol-
lowing widespread criticism of inflated salaries. 

According to measures taken by the salary 
monitoring council, government officials in-
cluding the heads of executive, legislative, and 
judicial powers, the first vice president, MPs, 
etc, are only allowed to receive maximum 100 
million rials (roughly $2,800) per month, gov-
ernment spokesman Mohammad-Baqer No-
bakht said in his weekly press conference on 

Tuesday.
The same figure for non-political figures, 

managers of economic institutions and facto-
ries will be 180 million rials (about $5,000), No-
bakht explained.

“Any salary containing more than such fig-
ures would be illegal and lawsuit could be filed 
against such cases by the government.”

He said recently a report came out claiming 
that 1,000 top managers were earning huge 
salaries, but “only three percent - 30 or 40 of 
those managers - were identified to have bent 
the rules of payroll system to their advantage.”  

   2

Officials allowed to receive maximum $2800 per month
By Marjan Golpira

By Javad Heirannia
INTERVIEW

TEHRAN — Olli Heinonen, the 
former deputy director general 
for safeguards at the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
argues although the implementa-
tion of the nuclear deal between 
Iran and great powers started well 
it will face some difficulties in the 
coming months.

“Implementation has started 
well, but I see some turbulences 
during the months to come,” Hei-
nonen tells the Tehran Times.

Though both Russia and the 

U.S. have criticized UN chief Ban 
Ki-moon for his report of the im-
plementation of the Security Coun-
cil Resolution 2231, the former 
IAEA official defends the drafting 
of the report by saying “since the 
resolution calls Iran not to con-
duct tests with missiles designed 
for carrying nuclear weapons, the 
Secretary General apparently felt it 
necessary to express his views on 
the tests conducted by Iran during 
recent months.”

Both the U.S. and Russia said 
Ban had overstepped his mandate.

The Resolution 2231, which en-
dorsed the July 2015 nuclear deal 

between Iran and great powers, 
calls upon Iran not to test missiles 
capable of carrying nuclear war-
heads.

Iran has been insisting that its 
missiles have not been designed 
to carry nuclear weapons.

The Resolution 2231 states: 
“Iran is called upon not to under-
take any activity related to ballistic 
missiles designed to be capable of 
delivering nuclear weapons.”

In an interview with Radio 
New Zealand in March 2016, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif said, “We stated 
when the nuclear deal was ap-
proved by the Security Council 
and during the course of nuclear 
discussions that we will continue 
with our defense capabilities and 
that these defense capabilities 
have nothing to do with nuclear 
weapons,” Zarif said.   3

JCPOA implementation will face ‘some 
turbulences’ in coming months, Heinonen claims



TEHRAN — A top 
military advisor to the 

Leader said on Tuesday that intelligence 
superiority over neighbors leaves political 
and military decision makers with leeway to 
confront, interact, and compete just in case. 

“We need to have intelligence superiority 
over neighboring countries so as for political 
and military leaders to adopt confrontational, 
interactive, and competitive policies,” said Ma-
jor General Yahya Rahim Safavi.

With its strategically geographical po-
sition, Iran has faced instances of each. 
A direct confrontation with Iran is a con-
temporary instance. 

It is due to this intelligence power that 
the country is shielded against terrorist 
blasts and sabotages. Earlier in June, the 
country’s Intelligence Ministry announced 
it had succeeded in dismantling a takfiri 
terrorist cell of 40 members in Tehran and 
some other cities. 

It was one of the biggest terrorist 
threats ever foiled, Intelligence Minister 

Mahmoud Alavi had said. 
To the former Islamic Revolutionary Guards 

Corps (IRGC) commander, intelligence clout 
is not just confined to battlefields and includes 
economy, culture, and politics as well.  

“In reality, intelligence superiori-
ty means creating opportunities and 
prompt action to secure victory in various 
political, military, economic, and cultur-
al areas, and less vulnerability to a wide 
range of threats.”  

Also, it goes well beyond the national 
territory of Iran to regional and interna-
tional scopes.

“Intelligence superiority occurs at 
three levels of national, regional, and 
international; and lack of sensitive intel-
ligence at each level damages vital in-
terests of a country irreparably,” Rahim 
Safavi stressed. 

Ever since the conflict broke out in 
Syria in 2011 and later on in Iraq, with 
the emergence of Daesh, Iran has been 
particularly active in regional and inter-

national spheres, playing an advisory role 
in the countries. 

This is while some regional countries, 

including archrival Saudi Arabia, have 
seen Tehran’s increasingly prominent 
role a threat to their sphere of influence. 

TEHRAN — Amid acid comments by 
some Arab officials the Iraqi ambassa-

dor to Tehran has said there is no evidence that shows 
Iran is meddling in domestic affairs of countries. 

“There is no document indicating Iran’s interfer-
ence with domestic affairs of countries,” Rajeh Saber 
Abboud al-Mousavi told IRNA in an interview pub-
lished on Tuesday. 

“We are grateful to the historic role Iran is playing in 
the stability of the region and even of the world.”

Late June, Arab League Secretary General Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit had rapped Tehran in an interview with 
London-based Asharq al-Awsat for what he called “in-
terfering in the affairs of Arab countries.” 

The ambassador said, “Had it not been for the sup-
ports of Iran and popular mobilization forces, Iraq would 
have collapsed, and if Iraq falls, all other countries in the 

region will also fall.” 
“Iran’s role in Iraq is limited to an advisory one and 

this is done at the formal request of Baghdad,” he added.
Reacting to the sectarian and religious remarks by 

Saudis against Tehran, the ambassador said, “Having lib-
erated Takrit and al-Anbar with the help of Iran, the cities 
were left to their locals. Was it sectarian?”  

In June Saudi Ambassador Thamer al-Sabhan to Bagh-
dad had tweeted that Iranian military advisers were fueling 
sectarian violence in Fallujah, seeking to change the demo-
graphic composition of the city, inhabited mainly by Sunnis. 

Ambassador Abboud al-Mousavi  linked the anti-Ira-
nian approach to attempts by other countries, which he 
declined to name, to re-draw regional borders on sec-
tarian and biased grounds. 

“These are planning malicious schemes against the 
people and since Iran, Syria, and Iraq have stood up to 

them, they seek to hatch plots against them,” said the 
Iraqi diplomat. 

Other Iraqi officials have also hailed Tehran’s assis-
tance to the country, rejecting the anti-Iranian remarks 
as hostile and unfounded. 

 1 
Following the repot “13 managers of economic in-

stitutions were fired” and some decided to resign, add-
ed Nobakht, who is also chief of the Management and 
Planning Organization.

He further explained that a sum of the money re-
ceived by managers was returned to the public treasury.

The reason behind the high salaries was that “some 
executive bodies applied a particular rule and regulation 
that set them apart from other organizations to decide 
about their own salaries.”  

The list of company mangers or state officials who 
received high salaries is “long”, he said.

The spokesman listed the Guardian Council, MPs, 
Majlis Research Center, faculty members, the Islamic Re-

public of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), judges, Assembly of 
Experts, Foreign Ministry, Intelligence Ministry, Central 
Bank, etc, whose payments were not monitored by the 
government. 

To resolve the issue and prevent reoccurrence of inflated 
salaries, Nobakht said the government included such 
organizations in the “service management law of 
the country” to monitor all salaries.

And to help the government control offi-
cials’ income, the spokesman added monitor-
ing bodies like the Supreme Audit Court and 
other related organizations are supposed 
to supervise all salaries on a monthly 
basis and report any violation to the 
government. 

TEHRAN — Iranian 
Interior Minister Ab-

dolreza Rahmani Fazli said on Tues-
day that “foreign interference” is the 
main reason behind insecurity and 
instability in the region, especially in 
Afghanistan.

“It has been for many years that 
there is insecurity and instability in Af-
ghanistan and the Afghan people have 
suffered a lot and the main reason be-
hind this situation is foreign interfer-
ence,” Rahmani Fazli told a meeting of 
Iranian and Afghan border provinces’ 
governors in Mashhad.

“Sine (the invasion of ) Soviet to NATO 
forces the seeds division have been 
sowed in Afghanistan,” he lamented.

He said, “The foreigners should not be 
permitted to interfere in our affairs and 
should respect national sovereignty of 

other countries.”
The interior minister said that interfer-

ences in the region are mostly guided by 
the Zionist regime of Israel.

Rahmani Fazli also suggested that that 
Islamic countries must counter the ideol-
ogy behind the Takfiri movements.

The current situation in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, Syria and Yemen are caused by “in-
humane” and “non-Islamic” Takfiri ideolo-
gy, he noted. 

He also said the issue of insecuri-
ty is a challenge that should be dis-
cussed by Iran and Afghanistan, add-
ing that two countries, which share 
many affinities, should be forerunner 
in helping establish regional peace 
and security.

Rahmani Fazli said that the region-
al countries can take effective action to 
resolve challenges in the region through 
interaction with each other.

Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan can 
play complementary role in this respect, 
he added.

TEHRAN — Supreme 
National Security Council 

Secretary Ali Shamkhani said on Tuesday that 
security in Pakistan is very important to Iran.

During his second round of meeting with 
Nasser Khan Janjua, the National Security advisor 
of Pakistan, Shamkhani said that Iran will spare no 
effort in helping Pakistan to be more stable.

For his part, Janjua called for expansion 
of cooperation between the two countries.

Janjua said his government has put serious 
fight against terrorism on its agenda and wel-
comes cooperation with Iran in this respect.

The first round of talks between the Iranian 
and Pakistani officials was held on Monday.

“Countering the ideology of Daesh is the 
most important priority in fighting terrorism with-
out which no country will be safe and stable be it 
in the region [the Middle East] or Europe,” Sham-
khani said during the meeting on Monday.

He also said that terrorism has turned 
into an international problem.

For his part, the Pakistani official said Is-
lamic countries should be vigilant against 
foreign plots aimed at spreading division 
among Muslims.
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TEHRAN —  The head of Iran’s Strategic Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations has said U.S. misconduct 
has hampered an effective implementation of the 
JCPOA.

“They have unwritten tools that nonetheless 
affect the function of the JCPOA,” Kamal Kharrazi 
told the IRIB on Tuesday.

“It was predicted from the beginning that not 
all problems would be resolved by signing a docu-
ment,… they would have some tools to exert pres-
sure and prevent a proper implementation of the 
JCPOA.”

U.S. misconduct 
hampering effective 
implementation of 
JCPOA: Kamal Kharrazi 
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Intelligence 
Ministry thanks 
pubic for support

TEHRAN —  Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence pub-
lished a statement on Tuesday thanking the public 
for their support for the recent swift actions against 
terrorists.

The statement noted that in the wake of the 
recent anti-terror actions and the broadcast of a 
related documentary on the national TV, many Ira-
nians called the ministry to express their degrees of 
gratitude for the brave services of the ministry staff, 
Fars reported.

It emphasized that the Iranian security forc-
es hold ample intelligence sway over ill-wish-
ers, thanking God that its sincere measures have 
pleased the nation.
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Japan PM’s Iran visit still 
on agenda: source

TEHRAN —  Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s 
intended visit to Tehran is still on agenda as the 
two countries are witnessing growing relations, an 
informed source at the Iranian embassy in Tokyo 
announced on Tuesday.

Abe’s visit to Tehran will take place at a proper 
time, the source told IRNA.

The source made the remarks in reference to 
reports by some Japanese media outlets that Abe’s 
travel to Iran has been called off due to the incom-
ing U.S. presidential elections.

The news that Abe will travel to Iran in late Au-
gust is a media speculation, the source said, adding 
the time of the visit has not been set yet by Japa-
nese officials.

‘Accession of Iran to 
ASEAN Treaty of Amity 
and Cooperation 
important’ 

IL
N
A TEHRAN —  A senior Iranian diplomat said on 

Tuesday that accession of Iran to the ASEAN Treaty 
of Amity and Cooperation is an important step for 
Tehran to enhance relations with the countries in 
the region.

Iran’s new Ambassador to Indonesia and ac-
credited Ambassador to the ASEAN Valiollah Mo-
hammadi said expansion of political, economic and 
international relations between Iran and the South-
east Asian countries is pivotal in the post-sanctions 
era, ILNA reported.

On Monday the foreign ministers of ten mem-
bers of ASEAN agreed to Iran’s request to join the 
organization’s TAC.
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Government 
proposes e-voting to 
Guardian Council

TEHRAN —  The government has written a letter to 
the Guardian Council proposing electronic voting in 
the next year’s presidential and council elections, 
the Guardian Council spokesman said on Tuesday.

Abbasali Kadkhodaei said the council will con-
sider the proposal in its future meetings, Mehr re-
ported.
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N
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Foreign Ministry 
refuses biased reports 
on Zairf visit to 
Nigeria

TEHRAN —  An informed source in the Foreign 
Ministry has criticized biased reports on the con-
tent of Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif’s 
meetings with Nigerian officials.

It is regretful that some media outlets victimize 
national security and Islamic Republic’s interests for 
political purposes, the source said, ISNA reported 
on Tuesday.

No evidence Tehran meddling in other countries: Iraqi ambassador 

Officials allowed to receive maximum 
$2800 per month

Iran blames ‘foreign interference’ for sufferings of Afghan people 

Security in Pakistan very important for 
Iran: Shamkhani
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Military advisor: Intelligence superiority allows 
leeway to ‘confront, interact, and compete’ 
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Bahrain to put senior Shia 
cleric on trial Wednesday: 
sources
The Al Khalifah regime in Bahrain has declared Wednesday 
as the date for the trial of distinguished cleric Sheikh Isa Qa-
ssim.

According to Bahraini sources, the 79-year-old Shia cleric 
will stand trial on July 
27 on charges of “ille-
gal fund collections, 
money laundering 
and helping terror-
ism”.

Sheikh Qassim has 
already rejected the 
charges against him.

Responding to the 
accusations leveled by 
the Bahraini criminal 
court, opposition groups 
in the Persian Gulf king-
dom said the prominent 
Shia cleric would not at-
tend the trial.

On June 20, Bah-
raini authorities stripped Sheikh Qassim of his citizenship less 
than a week after the country’s Justice Ministry suspended 
al-Wefaq and dissolved the opposition al-Risala Islamic As-
sociation and Islamic Enlightenment Institution, founded by 
Sheikh Qassim.

Bahrain’s so-called administrative court later ordered the 
dissolution of al-Wefaq and the seizure of its funds.

The United Nations and several human rights bodies have 
slammed the Bahraini regime for stripping Sheikh Qassim of 
his citizenship as well as its widespread crackdown on oppo-
sition and political activists.

Since February 14, 2011, thousands of anti-regime pro-
testers have held numerous demonstrations in Bahrain on 
an almost daily basis, calling on the Al Khalifah family to re-
linquish power.

In March that year, troops from Saudi Arabia and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates were deployed to the country to assist the 
Bahraini government in its crackdown on peaceful protests.

Scores of people have been killed and hundreds of others 
injured or arrested in the crackdown on anti-regime activists.

(Source: al Alam)

Shots fired at university 
clinic in Berlin, German 
police say
German police said shots were fired at a university clinic in 
Steglitz, a southwestern district of Berlin, at around 1 a.m. 
Tuesday.

German newspaper Bild said on Twitter that a doctor had 
been shot at and the gunman had killed himself. Police did 
not immediately give any further details.

A spokeswoman for the Benjamin Franklin campus of the 
Charite university hospital had no immediate comment.

The incident follows four other attacks in Germany since 
July 18 that left 10 people dead and dozens injured.

Before this attack, 4 attacks happened in Germany. Ger-
many is reeling after a spate of bloody attacks in the south of 
the country in the last week.

Although refugees were suspected in three of the 
four assaults, Chancellor Angela Merkel’s government 
warned against branding migrants a general security 
threat after the country let in a record 1.1 million asylum 
seekers last year. 

(Source: Reuters)

Iraqi FM calls on Arab 
states to pressure Turkey 
into recalling troops
Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari has called on Arab 
states to pressure Turkey into withdrawing its forces de-
ployed in Iraq.

“We have called on the Turkish government many times 
via diplomats to return their forces to Turkey,” said Jaafari dur-
ing the 27th Arab League Summit held in Mauritania’s capital 
Nouakchott on Monday.

He noted that Turkey had vowed to withdraw its troops, 
but is yet to abide by its promise. He further stressed that 
Iraq had no need for Turkish troops on its soil.

Last December, Turkey deployed some 150 soldiers, 
equipped with heavy weapons and backed by 20 to 25 tanks, 
to the outskirts of Mosul, the capital of Iraq’s northern Ninev-
eh province.

Ankara claimed the deployment was part of a mission 
to train and equip Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga forces in the 
fight against Daesh terrorists, but Baghdad denounced the 
unauthorized move as a violation of Iraq’s national sover-
eignty.

“Iraq’s policy of good neighborliness and non-interference 
in the internal affairs of other countries and its commitment 
to good relations with Turkey does not mean it is prepared 
to neglect its sovereignty, which is still violated by the Turkish 
forces,” Jaafari said.

In June, Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi (seen 
above) said that Baghdad was harboring serious con-
cerns over Ankara’s intended plans for the country’s sec-
ond-largest city of Mosul, adding that any interference in 
the northern city would result in an extended and bloody 
war in the region.

(Source: Press TV)
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More than 37,000 flee South Sudan for Uganda: UN

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said on 
Tuesday he hoped to announce in ear-
ly August details of a U.S. plan for clos-
er military cooperation and intelligence 
sharing with Russia on Syria.

Kerry, speaking after meeting with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
on the sidelines of a meeting of South-
east Asian nations in Laos, said there had 
been progress in recent days on moving 
forward with the plan.

The proposal envisages Washington 
and Moscow sharing intelligence to co-
ordinate air strikes against the al-Qae-
da-affiliated Nusra Front and prohibit the 
Syrian air force from attacking moderate 
rebel groups.

Kerry has defended the proposal 
despite deep skepticism among top 
American military and intelligence of-
ficials, including Secretary of Defense 
Ash Carter and chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Joseph Dunford, over 
working with Russia.

“My hope is that somewhere in ear-
ly August we would be in a position to 
stand up in front of you and tell you what 
we’re able to do with the hopes it can 
make a difference to lives of people in 
Syria and to the course of the war,” Ker-
ry told a news conference in the capital 

Vientiane.
During the discussions, he and Lavrov 

outlined the next stage of implementing 
the plan, including a series of techni-
cal-level meetings to address concerns 
by the U.S. military and intelligence com-
munity.

“We are doing our homework, and a 

lot of that homework has been done in 
the last few days, and I will tell you has 
been done successfully,” Kerry said.

Kerry’s State Department and White 
House allies say the plan is the best 
chance to limit the fighting that is driving 
thousands of Syrian civilians, with some 
trained ISIL terrorist group fighters mixed 

in, into exile in Europe, and preventing 
humanitarian aid from reaching tens of 
thousands more.

The meeting in Laos comes amid ac-
cusations that Russia is behind the hack-
ing of Democratic National Committee 
(DNC) emails released by Wikileaks on 
Friday.

Kerry said he raised the issue of the 
emails with Lavrov during their meeting. 
Earlier, Lavrov brushed aside the accusa-
tions that Russia was involved, saying: “I 
don’t want to use four-letter words.”

Cyber security experts and U.S. offi-
cials have said there is evidence that Rus-
sia engineered the release of the emails 
in order to influence the U.S. presidential 
election.

The FBI said it was investigating a cy-
ber intrusion at the DNC, which has led 
to discord as the party’s convention in 
Philadelphia opens on Monday to nomi-
nate former U.S. secretary of state Hillary 
Clinton as its candidate.

Although the hacking of the DNC was 
known to officials and cyber security ex-
perts a month ago, the timing of the re-
lease of the contents of communications 
within the party is the concern for U.S. 
authorities.

(Source: Reuters)

A knife-wielding man broke into a facility for the disa-
bled in a small town near Tokyo early on Tuesday and 
killed 19 patients as they slept, authorities said, Japan’s 
worst mass killing in decades.

At least 25 other residents were wounded in the at-
tack at the Tsukui Yamayuri-En facility in Sagamihara 
town, about 25 miles (40 km) southwest of Tokyo.

“This is a very heart-wrenching and shocking incident 
in which many innocent people became victims,” Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga told a regular news 
conference in Tokyo.

The suspect was a 26-year-old former employee of 
the facility who gave himself up to police. The man, Sa-
toshi Uematsu, said in letters he wrote in February that 
he could “obliterate 470 disabled people”, Kyodo news 
agency reported.

He said he would kill 260 severely disabled people at 
two areas in the facility during a night shift, and would 
not hurt employees.

“My goal is a world in which the severely disabled can 
be euthanized, with their guardians’ consent, if they are 
unable to live at home and be active in society,” Uematsu 
wrote in the two letters given to the speaker of the lower 
house of parliament, Kyodo reported.

Uematsu was committed to hospital after he ex-
pressed a “willingness to kill severely disabled people”, 
an official in Sagamihara told Reuters. He was freed on 
March 2 after a doctor deemed he had improved, the 
official said.

Uematsu lived near the facility, and a neighbor de-
scribed him as a polite, young man who always greeted 
him with a smile.

“It would be easier to understand if there had been a 
warning but there were no signs,” said Akihiro Hasega-
wa, 73. “We didn’t know the darkness of his heart.”

The suspect apparently began changing about five 
months ago, said Yuji Kuroiwa, the governor of Kanaga-
wa prefecture, where the facility is located.

“You could say there were warning signs, but it’s dif-
ficult to say if this could have been prevented,” he told 
reporters.

“This was not an impulsive crime ... He went in the 
dark of the night, opened one door at a time, and 
stabbed sleeping people one by one,” Kuroiwa said. “I 
just can’t believe the cruelty of this crime. We need to 
prevent this from ever happening again.”

Staff at the facility called police at 2.30 a.m. local time 
with reports of a man armed with a knife on the grounds, 

media reports said. The man wore a black T-shirt and 
trousers, the reports said.

The 3-hectare (7.6 acre) facility was established by 
the local government. Surrounded by tree-covered 
mountains and on the banks of the Sagami River, it cares 
for people with a wide range of disabilities.

The facility’s website said the center had a maximum 
capacity of 160 people, including staff.

(Source: Reuters)

 1 
Zarif also said Iran has “provided the best guarantee” 

that it would never develop nuclear weapons.
In a tweet posted on March 15, Zarif also said, “Nei-

ther JCPOA nor SC Res prohibit Iran from missiles not 
designed for nuke warheads. Read the document: It’s 
plain English not legalese.” 

Neither #JCPOA nor SC Res prohibits Iran from mis-
siles not designed for nuke warheads.

Following is the text of the interview with Heinonen:
 Ban Ki-moon, the UN secretary general, in his re-

cent report claimed that the Iranian missile program is 
“not consistent” with the spirit of the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA). Even the U.S. and Russia crit-
icized Ban for the report, saying he had overstepped his 
mandate. What is your assessment of the report?

A: “The UNSC Security Council has requested the 
Secretary General to report on the implementation of 
the Council resolution 2231. Since the resolution calls 

Iran not to conduct tests with missiles designed for car-
rying nuclear weapons, the Secretary General apparent-
ly felt it necessary to express his views on the tests con-
ducted by Iran during recent months. Views with regard 
to this particular paragraph appear to be at variance. 
Therefore, it is not, in my view, inappropriate that the 
Secretary General weighs in in this particular topic. It is 
now for the Security Council to decide, as the competent 
authority, whether the tests conducted by Iran constitute 
breach on its obligations under the resolution or not.

 The Associated Press recently claimed it has 
obtained a document that outlines Tehran’s plans to 
expand its uranium enrichment program after the 
first 10 years of the nuclear deal.  It said that “confi-
dential document eases Iran nuke constraints”. Why 
did the AP publish such a report at this time?

A: Several IAEA member states have asked more 
detailed implementation reports from the IAEA, which 
would demonstrate how Iran is meeting its obliga-

tions under the JCPOA and comprehensive safeguards 
agreement. The IAEA Board has a right to more com-
prehensive reporting under Article 5 of the safeguards 
agreement concluded between Iran and the IAEA. With 
such more detailed information the Board members can 
better assess on which facts the IAEA Secretariat is bas-
ing its conclusions on the implementation of the deal. 
The JCPOA is advertised as a transparent and robust 
undertaking. States or individuals, which have given in-
formation to AP, appear to prompt discussion on more 
transparent reporting, which in my view, would be in-
dispensable in demonstrating the credibility of the deal.

 What is your assessment about the implemen-
tation of the JCPOA?

A: Implementation has started well, but I see some 
turbulences during months to come. Therefore, it is es-
sential that the IAEA reporting is more detailed so that 
the member states can make their independent conclu-
sions on the implementation of the agreement.

South Sudanese President Salva Kiir has 
replaced his vice president and rival Riek 
Machar following a sharp surge in violence 
between the government and opposition 
fighters in the five-year-old country.

The move to replace Machar could 
potentially undermine last year’s peace 
deal and reignite war in Africa’s youngest 
nation, Al Jazeera reported.

According to a decree “for the ap-
pointment of the first vice president of 
the republic of South Sudan”, read on the 
country’s national broadcaster, Kiir said 
he had appointed General Taban Deng 
to the post.

South Sudan was founded with opti-
mistic celebrations in the capital on July 
9, 2011, after it gained independence 
from Sudan in a referendum that passed 
with a nearly 100 percent of the vote.

Machar fled the capital, Juba, last 
week after a new outbreak of violence 

threatened to send South Sudan back to 
all-out civil war.

On Thursday, Machar was given a Sat-
urday afternoon deadline by Kiir to re-
turn to Juba and work together towards 
rebuilding peace - the two had signed 
a peace agreement late last year under 
which Machar was once again made vice 
president.

But with Machar still missing, his party 
convened on Saturday in Juba and came 
up with a resolution to replace him with 
Deng, who is now set to become acting 
first vice president.

Nyarji Roman, a spokesman close to 
Machar who is also in hiding, said the 
move was a “conspiracy” to overthrow 
Machar, who has reportedly dismissed 
Deng.

The country descended into conflict 
in December 2013 after Kiir accused 
Machar of plotting a coup.

 37,000 flee South Sudan for 
Uganda

More than 37,000 people have fled 
South Sudan for neighboring Uganda 
in the last three weeks following intense 
fighting between rival troops that left 
hundreds dead, the UN’s refugee body 
said Tuesday.

An already shaky 2015 peace deal 
signed after a bloody civil war in the 
world’s newest nation looks uncertain af-
ter the clashes between troops loyal to 
President Salva Kiir and those allied with 
former rebel leader Riek Machar, AFP re-
ported.

“In the past three weeks there have 
been more refugee arrivals in Uganda 
than in the entire first six months of 2016,” 
when 33,838 crossed the border, the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) said in a statement.

More than 90 percent of the arrivals 

were women and children, UNHCR said, 
with men forcibly recruited by armed 
groups and prevented from crossing the 
border.

Those who fled were from South Su-
dan’s Eastern Equatoria region, as well as 
from the capital, Juba, and the last week 
has seen the greatest surges.

Facilities on the Ugandan side were 
overwhelmed at first with the sheer size 
of the influx, UNHCR said.

It used the example of Elegu, north-
ern Uganda, where more than 11,000 
refugees were at one point staying in a 
shelter designed for 1,000.

Underfunding of the UN bodies help-
ing those displaced compounded the 
problem, the refugee agency said, add-
ing that 831,582 South Sudanese were 
now refugees, scattered across Ethiopia, 
Sudan, and Uganda.

(Source: agencies)

Kerry says hopes to reveal cooperation 
plan with Russia on Syria in August

Knife attacker in Japan kills 19 in their sleep at disabled center

JCPOA implementation will face ‘some turbulences’ in coming months, 
Heinonen claims

Salva Kiir replaces Riek Machar
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Exports surpass imports in Iran’s 
non-oil sector within 4 months

To win market economy status, China 
must cut steel overcapacity
China’s export steel production continues 
unabated amid overcapacity, prompting 
complaints – denied by China – about the 
dumping of steel products and raising the 
risk of trade disputes with the West. Bei-
jing and visiting European Union officials 
agreed last week to set up a joint team 
to monitor steel-trade data and China’s 
efforts to cut output. At the same time, 
numbers for June showed China produced 
an unprecedented 100-million-plus tons 
of steel products and lifted exports by 23 
percent. The figures are bound to stiffen 
protests over dumping of steel products 
and powerful opposition from European 
industry groups to granting China market 

economy status.
It is not as if the central government has 

failed to identify the risk of overcapacity. In 
various meetings and documents, Beijing 
has repeatedly stressed the need to correct 
it. But local governments and state-owned 
enterprises have too many vested interests 
at stake. The political resistance is huge.

At best, local governments are drag-
ging their feet; at worst, they are continu-
ing with projects behind Beijing’s back in 
pursuit of job-creation and growth. This is 
symptomatic of lack of progress in eco-
nomic reform and transitioning from an 
investment to a consumption-led growth 
model.                           (Source: scmp.com)

TEHRAN — The 
worth of Iran’s non-

oil exports was $4 billion more than that 
of non-oil imports during the first four 
months of the current Iranian  calendar 
year (March 20-July 22), Iranian First 
Vice President Es’haq Jahangiri said on 
Monday, president.ir reported.

Referring to the government’s aim of 
promoting non-oil exports in the current 
Iranian year, the official emphasized the 
necessity for planning to reach this goal.

He said that based on the report 
of Iran’s Customs Administration, the 
country’s non-oil exports witnessed 
41 million tons (36 percent) increase in 

amount and over $16 billion (21 percent) 
rise in worth compared to the same 
pried of time last year.

According to Iran’s Customs Admin-
istration, in the past Iranian calendar 
year, which ended on March 19, 2016, 
the value of the country’s non-oil trade 
reached over $83 billion.

In the past year, the Tasnim news 
agency reported, Iran exported $42.415 
billion worth of goods while its imports 
reached $41.499 billion, showing a 16.11 
percent decrease in the value of exports 
and a 22.53 percent decline in the value 
of imports when compared to its previ-
ous year.
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F China's Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd., the 
world's third-largest smartphone vendor, said 
first-half global smartphone shipments jumped 
25 percent, helped by rapid growth in tradi-
tionally high-end markets such as Europe.

Shenzhen-based Huawei, which competes 
with Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd. and Apple 
Inc., shipped 60.5 million smartphones globally 
in the first half.

Huawei's consumer business group, which 
includes its smartphone division, booked glob-
al revenue of 77.4 billion Yuan ($11.6 billion) 
for the first six months, up 41 percent from last 
year.

Shares in Nintendo Co tumbled as much 
as 18 percent on Monday after the company 
said Pokemon GO would have a limited 
impact on its earnings - their biggest setback 
so far after a huge run-up on the smash-hit 
game.

The Kyoto-based gaming company, which 
is due to report first-quarter results this 
week, surprised markets with a statement on 
Friday that income garnered through its 32 
percent stake in affiliate Pokemon Company.

Daimler's mytaxi said it will merge with 
British rival Hailo in an all-share deal, creat-
ing Europe's largest smartphone-based taxi-
hailing business.

Unlike U.S.-based ride hailing start-up 
Uber, which established itself to compete 
against taxi companies, the new company 
will operate using taxi firms.

It is the latest push by traditional carmak-
ers to enter the taxi ride hailing services mar-
ket dominated by Uber and other technology 
companies.

The companies declined to disclose finan-
cial terms.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Iran to hold pavilion 
at Germany’s CeBIT 
2016

Intl. conference on 
Iran investment 
opportunities kicks 
off in Kuala Lumpur

TEHRAN — Iran will open its 
pavilion at the Germany’s CeBIT 

technology festival, Tasnim news agency reported 
on Tuesday.

According to the report, based on an agree-
ment between Tehran Chamber of Commerce’s ICT 
Committee and CeBIT’s director of International af-
fairs, the ICT Committee will hold Iran’s pavilion at 
the fair.

The CeBIT’s director is visiting Iran to attend a 
conference on ICT investment potentials in Tehran.

Germany's CeBIT technology festival kicks off 
every year in Hannover in March to embraces a 
large number of international companies active in 
the ICT industry.

TEHRAN — The international 
conference on investment op-

portunities in Iran and trade cooperation with ASE-
AN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) mem-
bers during post-sanction era kicked off on Tuesday 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

According to IRNA, the two-day event attended 
by Iranian and Malaysian investors and officials in-
tends to improve the trade relations between the 
two countries.

In the opening ceremony, Iran’s Ambassador to 
Malaysia, Marzieh Afkham noted that in post-sanc-
tions era the condition is ripe for bilateral coopera-
tion between Iran and Malaysia and also with other 
ASEAN members, adding that Iran is a great market 
for Malaysian investors.

Tehran-Astrakhan 
direct flight launched

TEHRAN — A new direct flight 
path launched from Tehran to 

Russia’s Astrakhan, IRNA reported on Tuesday.
According to the report, Taban Air Company’ 

CEO, Asghar Abdollahpour on Tuesday said that in 
order to facilitate commutes of Iranian and Russian 
businessmen Taban will operate the flights once a 
week on a regular basis.

The official noted that the flight leaves Tehran 
every Saturday at 13:30 Local time, from Imam 
Khomeini International Airport (IKA) and the return 
flight will be launched on the same day from Astra-
khan Narimanovo Airport (ASF) at 16:00 Astrakhan 
local time.

Iran’s quarterly 
gas trade balance 
positive: NIGC official

TEHRAN — Iran’s gas trade bal-
ance turned positive in the first 

four months of the current Iranian calendar year 
(began on March 20) exporting 2.5 billion cubic 
meters (bcm) of natural gas versus 1.9 bcm of im-
port, Shana reported on Monday.

The news agency was quoting Azizollah 
Ramezani, director of international affairs of Na-
tional Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) addressing a 
training course on oil industry.

Based on the report, the official said that Iran 
plans to export up to 80 bcm of natural gas under 
the 6th five-year development plan (2016-2021), 60 
bcm of which will be sent to neighbor countries.

S. Korean company inks €8.6b 
oil, transport MOAs in Iran

 1  
According to Samwoo, it will take 

a leading role in financing. It agreed 
with the Iranian counterpart to ex-
pand cooperation to other sectors, 
such as construction projects of tun-
nels, roads, dams, sports facilities 
and public buildings.

The company also signed an MOA 
with Shams Omran Construction and 
Engineering Company, agreeing to 
cooperate on high speed railways 
and expressway projects, worth $4 
billion (€3.6 billion).

While the country's construction 
companies in the Middle East were 
hit by falling oil prices, Iran is rising 
as the blue ocean market since lifting 
of sanctions early this year. Business-

es around the world are seeking op-
portunities in the country’s abundant 
natural resources and cultural assets 
and Korean companies are no excep-
tion. The country's leading business-
es are actively advancing into diverse 
fields, expecting the second Middle 
East boom.

President Park Geun-hye's visit 
to Iran in May helped the country 
open doors wider for Korean compa-
nies. Following the summit between 
President Park and Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani, the two countries 
agreed on 66 MOUs for 30 projects, 
which could be valued as much as 52 
trillion won according to Cheong Wa 
Dae.

(Source: Korea Times)
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Bangladesh has signed an agreement with 
oil and gas-rich Iran on the production of 
LPG bullet trucks, LPG industrial storage 
tanks, household cylinders for cooking 
stoves and cylinders for vehicles in Dhaka.

This is the first agreement related to 
joint investment between the two coun-
tries since international sanctions earlier 
imposed on Iran were lifted following last 
July's landmark deal on curbing Tehran’s 
nuclear program.

Following the deal with the West, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif visited Dhaka and evinced interest in 

enhancing relations with Bangladesh.
During his visit, Zarif also suggested co-

operation in energy, textiles, manufactur-
ing, industry, science and in areas where 
both countries had “complementarities”. 

After Sunday’s signing in Dhaka, Iranian 
Ambassador Abbas Vaezi said this would 
open “a new era of cooperation” between 
the two nations.

Servigas Company of Iran and a con-
sortium of 16 Bangladeshi private compa-
nies under the Bangladesh Star Infrastruc-
ture Development Consortium Ltd. signed 
the agreement.

Abdul Matlub Ahmad, President of FB-
CCI, signed the agreement on behalf of 
the consortium with the Managing Direc-
tor of the Servigas, Shahariar Rabiee.

Prime Minister’s Adviser on Power and 
Energy Tawfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury, who 
witnessed the signing, said it would be the 
“biggest ever joint investment” agreement 
between Dhaka and Tehran.

He said depleting natural gas reserves 
and increasing demand from the factories 
had forced the government to look for al-
ternative sources for energy, such as LPG.

The FBCCI president said $12 million 

would be the total cost for setting up the 
factory.

He said the site for the factory was yet 
to be finalized, but he hoped that the cyl-
inders from it would hit the market within 
a year.

“If the two sides agree, then the factory 
can be set up at any place in Narayanganj, 
Kishoreganj or Mongla,” he said, respond-
ing to a question.

These cylinders would be better in 
quality than the imported ones and would 
be cheaper.

(Source: Bdnews24.com)

Bangladesh signs 1st investment agreement with post-sanction Iran 

Saudi Arabia has a grand plan: sell shares of state-
owned company Aramco to the public to finance its 
vision 2030, which will make its economy less depend-
ent on oil.

The success of Aramco’s IPO, which promises to be 
the biggest in history, relies heavily on the state of the oil 
and equity markets, at the time for the “road show”–the 
marketing of IPO. The higher the oil prices, the easier is 
to sell it to the institutional investors at a high price.

“The actual IPO timeframe will also be subject to a 
number of external factors including equity market con-
ditions, oil price outlook, and domestic capital market 
readiness,” Falih told a German newspaper back in Janu-
ary.

The trouble is that the Kingdom is not the “swing pro-
ducer” in the oil market, as it used to be.  

There’s the return of Iran, Saudi Arabia’s old rival to 
the oil market, which makes it impossible for the King-

dom to pull together OPEC like in the old good days.
Worse, Iran is also ready to fill the slack in the oil 

market as soon as oil prices head north. Last week, for 
instance, Iran sold light crude oil at $43.19 per barrel in 
the week ended on July 15, a $1.49 drop from its previous 
week, according to the Shana news agency.

That’s bad news for the oil market, which headed 
south on Monday, and for the Kingdom’s grand plan.

(Source: Forbes)

Iran ready to spoil Saudi Arabia’s grand plan

TEHRAN — Iran’s exports of natural 
gas to its northwestern neighbor, Ar-

menia, will be tripled from its present one million cubic 
meters (mcm) to three mcm per day by the end of 2018, 
Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh announced on Tues-
day.

As Shana news agency reported, after his meeting 
with Armenian Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 
Levon Yolyan in Tehran, Zanganeh also informed that 
the proportion of gas-to-power barter between the two 
sides has also increased.

Telling reporters that transiting Iran's gas through 
Armenia was the meeting's main focus, Zanganeh ex-

plained that an Armenian delegation made a trip to 
Iran following Tehran’s request for gas transit to Georgia 
through Armenian territories. They proposed formation 
of a new organization to be in charge of purchasing gas 
from Iran and since Iran accepted the suggestion, the 
current Armenian buyer of Iranian gas i.e. Yerevan Ther-
mal Power Plant, will be replaced by the new body which 
is to be formed in future, he added.

The Iranian minister, elsewhere, addressed the issue 
of gas-to-power barter between the two countries and 
said that Iran used to receive 3 kilo watts per hour (kW/h) 
for every cubic meter of gas it supplies Armenia and the 
figure has been increased to 3.2 kW/h, he added.

Iran to treble gas exports to Armenia: Zanganeh

Nigerian govt. to 
study Iranian model in 
diversifying economy 
Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari has said the Fed-
eral Government would understudy the experience of Iran, 
which thrives in adversity, to diversify Nigeria's economy.

Receiving Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif at the State House on Monday, Buhari said the Ira-
nian economy remains an inspiration for Nigeria to deploy 
technology to harness and export gas, agriculture to grow 
food for the populace and promote entrepreneurship in 
education.

Presidential spokesman, Femi Adesina quoted Buhari 
as saying that the progress made by Iran within 30 years 
is really commendable. "You have been able to harness 
gas flaring and you are now exporting. You have recorded 
strides in security, manufacturing, agriculture and technol-
ogy."

The president further said, "You have also achieved a 
lot in nuclear research. I must also congratulate you for 
successfully negotiating with America and the European 
countries on the development of your nuclear energy."

(Source: allafrica.com)

Samwoo E&C CEO Lee Chul-yong, third from left, shakes hands with his Iranian partner after 
signing an MOA. The mid-tier company signed MOAs for a couple of construction projects in Iran. 

Armenian Minister of Energy and Natural Resources Levon Yolyan 
(L) and Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh met in Tehran.
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As much as everybody loves summer, warm 
weather camping can get a little difficult. 
With extreme heat, you need to bring extra 
water, light clothing, and find ways to stay 
comfortable all night in your non-air condi-
tioned tent. This camping supplies checklist 
will help you stay cool all day long.

 Bedding
All of your bedding should be light 

and cool. Lighter gear will also save you 
on room and weight if you’re backpack-
ing or need to hike in to your site. Add 
a lightweight, nylon sleeping bag to your 
camping supplies checklist. This is your 
best bet for staying cool all night. 

 Lightweight sleeping pad
While this falls under bedding, you 

have so many options here it needs a 
category all its own. Your summertime 
sleeping pad should be light and airy. 
Though inflatables are the lightest and 
coolest, closed cell pads aren’t as prone 
to damage or popping. Some even have 
anti-fungal properties and are abrasion 
resistant—which comes in handy when 
it’s hot enough to get out of the stuffy tent 
and sleep out under the stars.

 Airy tent
Depending on where you go camping, 

summers are not only be hot, but they 
can also bring erratic and unexpected 
storms. Look for a rain fly, taped seams, 
good ventilation, and wind resistance 

when buying your summer tent.
 Coolers

One of the important items on your 
camping supplies checklist is a cooler, but 
even more so in the summer. For espe-
cially warm trips, it may even be a good 
idea to bring two coolers: one for your 
food stuff and one for your drinks. Try to 
keep coolers in the shade, to slow the ice 
melting process. Call the campground 
ahead of time to see if they sell ice, or if 
you have to buy it off the property. 

 Insect repellent
Almost as important as sun block is effec-

tive insect repellent. While an evening camp-
fire works as a natural bug repellent, it’s not 
enough to stay bite free for the entire trip. 

 Water and more water
Though water should be on your 

camping supplies checklist, there are a 
number of options to hydrate yourself on 
a camping trip. If you’re camping where 
drinking water isn’t available, invest in a 
water purifier for rivers and lakes. Most 
campgrounds, however, will have running 
water that is drinkable, which eliminates 
the need to bring a lot of extra.  

 Sun block
Nothing will ruin a great camping trip 

the way a bad sunburn can. Make sure 
the sunscreen on your camping supplies 
checklist is water resistant and high SPF.

(Source: active.com)

Your camping supplies 
checklist for summer

Tehran Water & Wastewater Supply and Treatment Company
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) 

FOR ENGINEERING, PROCUREMENT, CONSTRUCTION AND FINANCE (EPCF)
OF TEHRAN WATER AND WASTEWATER SCADA SYSTEMS

BACKGROUND:
Tehran Water & Wastewater Supply and Treatment Company (the Employer) is in charge of supplying urban water as well as establishment of other installations related to the collection, 
disposal and treatment of wastewater and also their management in Tehran city. In line with its objectives it is tasked with the responsibility for implementation of Automation and SCADA 
systems based on “Master Plan of Tehran water and waste water telemetry systems”. 
The Employer intends to open an international tender and at this stage, invites interested and reputable EPC contractor (“Prospective Bidders”) to register their interest for Financing 
and implementing EPC projects. Thereafter, Pre-Qualified Bidders will be issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) and other Bidding documents.

SCOPE OF WORK:
The scope of works includes but not limited to Financing, Engineering Design, Procurement, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Automation, SCADA systems, AMI, their 
associated telecommunications systems and building construction as follows:
1. Implementation of SCADA system for Tehran water wells
2. Upgrade and extension of existing SCADA center
3. Implementation of SCADA Systems for Waste Water installations
4. Review and upgrading  existing UHF Radio Communication Network 
5. Automation of Bilaghan intake 
6. Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) system for high consumption customers
7. Extension of existing SCADA center building and related equipment 
8. Automation of input and output valves of Tehran Water Reservoirs
9. Study and design of Tehran water distribution network for a comprehensive automation  system 
10. Study, design and implementation of  SCADA system for Water Treatment Plants
11. Implementation of National SCADA center for “National Water and Wastewater Engineering Company”

WHO MAY APPLY?
The Employer seeks to engage the services of EPC contractors with capability to finance the projects. The contractor should have technical experience in Automation, SCADA, 
telecommunication, AMI facilities and building construction. In case of a consortium at least one of the consortium members must be an experienced Automation, SCADA company 
(The “Technical Partner”). 

METHOD OF APPLICATION:
Prospective bidders are required to deposit 4000000 (four million) Rials to the account number 4303738562, MELAT Bank, SAZMAN SANAYE MELI Branch, Branch No. 63545 
on behalf of Tehran Water and Waste Water company. The related receipt and valid representative Letter should be delivered in person to central secretariat office located in HIJAB 
St., Dr. FATEMI St., Tehran, no later than August 23th, 2016 at 4 PM to receive Pre-Qualification Questionnaire.

All the prospective bidders are required to prepare their proposals based on the terms and conditions in Pre-Qualification Questionnaire. The signed and sealed documents should 
be received by the central secretariat office located in HIJAB St., Dr. FATEMI St., Tehran, no later than September 26th, 2016 at 4 PM. In the time of delivery, the receipt should 
be received by bidder as well.
Upon receipt of Expressions of Interest from Prospective Bidders, the Employer shall evaluate and pre-qualify bidders. Only short listed Bidders will be contacted.

CONTACT:
For further clarification or enquiries contact the project consultant:
Monenco Iran Consulting Engineers   -  savoj.maryam@monenco.com  -  kobariazar.amir@monenco.com
ATTENTION:
Please note that this is not an invitation to tender. The employer shall not be responsible for the cost of any submission. All submissions shall be at the cost of the Prospective Bidders. 
The employer reserves the right to accept or reject any submission.
The cost of  “Pre-Qualification Advertisements shall be paid by the winner of the tender.

Tender Holder Company Website: http://tww.tpww.ir 
National Tenders Website: http://iets.mporg.ir

Iran Water and Waste Water Engineering Company Website: http:www.nww.ir
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Donald J. Trump, until now a Republican prob-
lem, last week became a challenge the nation 
must confront and overcome. The real estate 
tycoon is uniquely unqualified to serve as pres-
ident, in experience and temperament. He is 
mounting a campaign of snarl and sneer, not 
substance. To the extent he has views, they are 
wrong in their diagnosis of America’s problems 
and dangerous in their proposed solutions. 
Trump’s politics of denigration and division 
could strain the bonds that have held a diverse 

nation together. His contempt for constitutional 
norms might reveal the nation’s two-century-
old experiment in checks and balances to be 
more fragile than we knew.

Any one of these characteristics would be 
disqualifying; together, they make Trump a 
peril. We recognize that this is not the usual 
moment to make such a statement. In an or-
dinary election year, we would acknowledge 
the Republican nominee, move on to the 
Democratic convention and spend the follow-

ing months, like other voters, evaluating the 
candidates’ performance in debates, on the 
stump and in position papers. This year we will 
follow the campaign as always, offering hon-
est views on all the candidates. But we cannot 
salute the Republican nominee or pretend that 
we might endorse him this fall. A Trump presi-
dency would be dangerous for the nation and 
the world.

Why are we so sure? Start with experience. 
It has been 64 years since a major party nomi-

nated anyone for president who did not have 
electoral experience. That experiment turned 
out pretty well — but Trump, to put it mildly, is 
no Dwight David Eisenhower. Leading the Al-
lied campaign to liberate Europe from the Na-
zis required strategic and political skills of the 
first order, and Eisenhower — though he liked 
to emphasize his common touch as he faced 
the intellectual Democrat Adlai Stevenson — 
was shrewd, diligent, humble and thoughtful.

  9

Donald Trump is a unique threat to American democracy

PRIVATE PARKING LOT
Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) – Rahimzade Alley – Taleqani

Crossroads – Valiasr St.   Tell: 66476855

I n d i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

Modern Office For Sale
Super modern office building on Africa Highway 

,designed for 20 persons , fully furnished 
,computerized &equipped with modern office 
equipment, IT room ,modern computerized 

conference room with TV + 2 bathrooms. 

Contact  Phone:  0912-1458729

IraniaHOME
Real Estate
SH.LAVASANI

“25 years of experience”
Registered & Authorized Office

Mobile: 09123103526
Tel: 88888007
Fax: 88675936

E-mail: Info@Iraniahome.com
مالكين محترم: ويال و آپارتمان مبله شما

 را جهت اجاره به ديپلماتها نيازمنديم

APARTMENT :
1-2-3 bedroom starts at $1200

Villa:
3-4-5 bedroom starts at $5500
Offices are available in best 

Location & panoramic view &fair prices

Sh.lavasani 09123103526

“25 years of experience”

Since: 1969

Address: No.52, Darya-Noorani Blv.Crossroad,
Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb

Tel: 88562040 - 88562050

Since: 1969Since: 1969

No 5255252 Darya Noorannii Blv C

villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beau�ful old trees and lush courtyard, 

swimming pool, gym and tennis court 
Mede Shah  09372748090  -  021-22051919  - Mede78@yahoo.com 

Soheil Neighborhood
170 sq.m, three bedrooms, Fully Furnished, Rent to Foreigner 

Mr. Amir Ghasemi 0912-7610700

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

                                           

PHONE:

0912  11 11  542  

Apt. in Andarzgoo
2nd Fl., 120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, 

fully furn, nice garden, 1300 USD
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
4th Fl., 125 sq.m, 2 bdrs,

semi furn, Good access for
gust house, 1600 USD

Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Farmanieh
160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 
balcony, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Qeytarieh
120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn,

View of park, nice & cozy,
Diplomatic Bldg., 1200 USD

Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Shahrak-Qarb
2nd Fl., 120 sq.m, 2 bdrs,

fully furn, renovated, 1300 USD
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
130 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $1700

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bldg. in Aqdasiyeh
6-Storey, each floor 2 apts., each apt. 
180 sq.m with 3 rooms, completely 

new, 24 Pkgs, Suitable for 
Residency & Embassy 
Diba: 09128103206

New Whole Bldg. in Farmanieh
14 Apts., 2350 built up, 42 rooms, 

SPJ, Pkg, 
Suitable for Residency

Diba: 09128103206  

Administrative license Office in 
Jordan

1000 sq.m built up, open space, very 
nice view, Pkg lot, 

$50 per sq.m
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Administrative license Office in 
Vozara

300 sq.m built up, open office, 
Pkg lot, $40 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Commercial Bldg. in Vozara
2nd Fl., 500 sq.m, flat, renovated, 

Suitable for Companies
Diba: 09128103206

Triplex Villa in Farmanieh
600 sq.m built up in 900 sq.m land, 
6 bdrs, 2 kitchens, furn & unfurn, 

renovated, outdoor pool, Pkg, 
Suitable for Ambassador & Embassy, 

12000 USD
   Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
700 sq.m built up in 2200 sq.m land, 5 

bdrs, SPJ, marble floor, 
nice garden, 12000 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Mahmoudieh
550 sq.m built up in 600 sq.m land, 
5 bdrs, unfurn, outdoor pool, small 
yard, Pkg, renovated, Suitable for 

Residency & Embassy, 10000 USD
   Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
500 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.m land, 

furn, renovated, pool, 
nice garden, 8000 USD  

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Shahrak-Qarb
400 sq.m built up in 800 sq.m land, 

large living room, 
outdoor pool, $6000

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

New Luxury Apt. in Niavaran
6th Fl., 210 sq.m, 3 bdrs, equipped 
kitchen, excellent view, beautiful 

garden, SPJ, 
nice lobby, near to park, 

International Bldg.   
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
150 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, near to 

Jam-Jam shopping, 2500 USD
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, marble 

floor, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
Brand new, 300 sq.m, 4 bdrs, unfurn, 

large balcony, $4800
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Modern Apt. in Elahieh
8th Fl., 140 sq.m, 2 bdrs, 
furn, lobby, SPJ & gym, 

nice & cozy,  $3500
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Velenjak
180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, furn, $3000 

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

FERESHTEH, Lux,FURNISHED 

2 Bedrooms, Great View

Full Facilities, s/Pool, balcony

Parking lot, 24 hrs. Doorman
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The implications from senior 
U.S. and NATO officials is 

that ISIS must be militarily 
defeated in Iraq (and 

eventually Syria) in order to 
keep the U.S. homeland safe.

Washington rolls out another 
myopic anti-ISIS strategy
Last week in Washington, an extraordinary gathering of 
foreign and defense ministers of thirty nations met to 
chart the next phase of the anti-Islamic State (ISIS) ter-
rorist group’s campaign. All indicators suggest the meet-
ing’s outcome will only deepen the strategic failure that 
has plagued the mission to date.

Not everything associated with the mission has been 
a failure, however. On the tactical and operational levels 
there have been a number of fairly meaningful success-
es. Since whole divisions of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) 
disintegrated in battle against ISIS in 2014, the army has 
regrouped, retrained some of its forces and have won 
some tough battles.

Beginning in late 2015, the ISF recaptured Ramadi, 
Tikrit and last month Fallujah. Next in their sights is Iraq’s 
second largest city, Mosul, the self-proclaimed Iraqi cap-
ital of ISIS. The implications from senior U.S. and NATO 
officials is that ISIS must be militarily defeated in Iraq 
(and eventually Syria) in order to keep the U.S. home-
land safe.

Secretary of Defense Ash Carter told NPR’s Morn-
ing Edition last week that “Raqqa in Syria and Mosul in 
Iraq are our two primary objectives because they are…
the self-proclaimed capital(s) of the self-proclaimed cali-
phate.” He said the coalition needed to retake those cit-
ies to “make sure that there isn't any ISIS planning done 
there. It's important to show that there cannot be and 
will not be an Islamic State based upon this ideology.”

The same day Secretary of State John Kerry hosted a 
meeting of several foreign ministers and warned that “If 
we do not succeed in Iraq, none of our countries will be 
safer.” But are Carter and Kerry correct? Will the retak-
ing of the physical territory held by ISIS keep the United 
States safe?  Based on the past fifteen years of expe-
rience—and of the past six months in particular—the 
answer would appear to be a resounding no.

 Favored tactics
The administration and NATO’s favored tactics to 

accomplish the objectives outlined above are primari-
ly based on two major pillars. First, using various types 
of intelligence, attack ISIS personnel from manned and 
unmanned bombers. Second, empower or train local 
fighters on the ground to defeat the Islamic State ter-
rorist group. 

In Syria, U.S. and coalition aircraft have mistakenly 
killed innocent civilians along with ISIS fighters. That was 
put on ugly public display this past weekend when al-
legedly upwards of one hundred civilians were killed by 

coalition attacks. It was so bad that two of the leading 
rebel groups the United States supports were harsh in 
their condemnation of the attack, demanding account-
ability for “those responsible for such major violations,” 
claiming the deadly mistakes amounted to an effective 
“recruitment tool for terrorist organizations.”

Aside from major missteps in the conduct of the tac-
tical fight, the results of two years of trying to destroy 
ISIS militarily has resulted in the dramatic spread of the 
group to dozens of countries around the world. There 
has been a dramatic increase in the number and severity 
of domestic terrorist attacks in the U.S. and other West-
ern countries. Moreover, the ISIS leadership is already 
preparing its followers for the eventual loss of its territo-
ry in Iraq and Syria, instructing them to go underground 
and continue the fight via decentralized franchise-type 

cells.
And while the military has focused on ISIS, our arch 

enemy Al Qaeda has been greatly expanding the num-
ber of its followers, possibly rising to a level of power and 
capabilities that exceeds that of the bin Laden version.

The evidence is overwhelming that Washington’s 
myopic reliance on using blunt force to destroy the 
terrorists has instead caused the threat to markedly in-
crease over the past several years, placing U.S. citizens 
at increasing risk. If significant changes are not made in 
the administration’s approach to the scourge of violent 
radicalism, the nation’s security situation will continue to 
deteriorate.

It remains yet to be seen just how far Americans—
politicians, media and the general population—are will-
ing to sit passively by and watch as the senior politicos 
and policymakers steadfastly keep the ship of state on 
a course that cannot succeed. The past two Adminis-
trations—and the Congresses that funded them—have 
fifteen years of crafting and implementing foreign and 
defense policies that have produced almost nothing but 
strategic failure. One has to wonder how many more 
years of failure at this magnitude has to pile up before 
corrective action is taken.

(Source: National Interest)

After these attacks, can 
Germany keep calm and 
carry on? 

Munich is one of Europe’s safest places and the capital of 
‘this cannot happen here’ – but this mantra may not be 
enough to help the city cope

In frightening times, the mantra “this cannot happen here” 
helps us all cope with everyday life. In Munich, that outlook has al-
ways made sense. The city is repeatedly ranked among the safest 
in Germany; in 2012, Munich’s mayor, Christian Ude, called it one 
of the safest big city in Europe. Violent crime rates, poverty and 
unemployment are low. Bavaria’s strong police presence and the 
strict rule of law have a reputation of their own. People in Munich 
are more scared of being stopped by the police for riding through 
a red light on their bicycle than they are of falling victim to crime. 
Munich is the capital of “this cannot happen here”.

 Fire in a shopping mall
Last Friday night, everything changed. The city center was 

packed with tourists and shop-
pers, with 10,000 people attend-
ing a street festival celebrating 
500 years of Bavarian beer. 
Reports of shots being fired in 
a shopping mall in the north-
ern part of Munich were quickly 
followed by reports of violent 
incidents elsewhere in the city 
center. Those were unverified 
reports – false reports, as it 
turned out later. These reports 
of shootings, of attackers with 
heavy guns on the run, spread 
rapidly over social media.

People were frightened and 
left the central squares; they started running. Shops closed their 
doors and turned off the lights. All public transport ceased, police 
responded to the reports with a massive operation. Downtown 
was flooded with police cars, helicopters hovering in the sky. Spe-
cial Forces ordered people to get inside. Many were under lock-
down in restaurants and offices, for hours. It was a moment of 
fright and panic in the city; a panic, as it would turn out later, that 
left a number of people hurt.

A student with mental health problems had opened fire in a 
shopping mall, killing nine people, most of them teenagers – and 
himself. The attack had no connections to terrorism whatsoever. 
Nevertheless, the panic last Friday, along with the enormous po-
lice response, shows that somewhere beneath the surface, deep 
down, the sense that nothing bad can happen here has suffered 
since the start of this year.                                                      9
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By Stephanie Eckelkamp

The 6 healthiest protein 
powders for your smoothie

Your smoothie recipe calls for a scoop of protein powder. 
So you go to the store only to discover dozens of differ-
ent varieties: whey, soy, casein, pea, rice, hemp...the list 

goes on. Complicating matters, there are two-powder blends, 
those made with sugar and without, ones sourced from grass-
fed dairy or non-GMO soy... Perhaps you'll just settle for the bag 
of potato chips in the next aisle. (Looking to take back control 
of your health? 

But choosing a powder doesn't have to be akin to buying a 
new car. We're here to tell you that while all powders claim to be 
awesome, they're not all equal. Finding the right one for you de-
pends on your health goals and dietary restrictions, and should 
also be based on a protein's bioavailability, or how easily it's ab-
sorbed by your body. "One of the more recent, accepted ways 
to assess the protein quality and bioavailability is the Protein Di-
gestibility Corrected Amino Acid Score," says Jennifer McDaniel, 
RD, spokesperson for the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. 
"PDCAAS ranks proteins on a quality scale of zero to one." The 
closer to one, the better.

With McDaniel's help, we've taken the most popular protein 
powders and ranked them by both quality and bioavailability, as 
well as their other perks (and pitfalls), so you know which one is 
best for you.

 1. Whey protein
Whey, derived from cow's milk, leads the herd as the best 

protein source. It's called a "complete" protein, meaning it con-
tains all 9 essential amino acids—the ones your body can't make 
on its own. Whey enters your blood stream faster than any other 
protein and boasts the highest level of the amino acid leucine, 
good for providing muscles with the necessary fuel to power 
through a workout and build muscle. In fact, whey is the most 
effective powder at building muscle; so if that's a goal, aim to 
consume it within an hour after exercise.

Choose this if: You simply want the best powder to increase 
your protein intake or are looking to build or maintain muscle.

What to look for: You have a couple choices: If maximum 
protein is what you're after, choose a whey protein isolate or 
whey hydrolysate—these are higher protein (90%) and contain 
a bit less fat, carbs, and lactose. If a super clean product with 
slightly less protein is more your taste, opt for a concentrate 
(80%)—these are readily available in organic, grass-fed varie-
ties which contain no trace hormones, pesticides, or grain feed 
byproducts.

PDCAA Score: 1.0
  2. Casein protein

Casein, the main protein in milk, is absorbed more slowly 
than whey, so it's not quite as efficient at building muscle. But it 
can leave you feeling fuller longer, which makes it a great addi-
tion to meal-replacement smoothies or your morning oatmeal. 
Casein has also been found to enhance muscle building when 
blended with whey in a post-workout shake, such as these 10 
smoothie recipes.

Choose this if: You generally use protein powder as a meal 
replacement or before bed, or if you want to combine it with 
whey for optimal muscle-building effects.

What to look for: Opt for micellar casein, the slowest-digest-
ing casein. Like with whey, choose casein made with organic, 
grass-fed dairy if possible; or free of growth hormones.

PDCAA Score: 1.0
 3. Egg white protein

Egg white protein is just what it sounds like: Dried whites that 
have been turned into a powder. This protein digests slower than 
whey but faster than casein. Although not quite as good as whey 
or casein in terms of muscle protein synthesis, it's still a good op-
tion in a post-workout or meal-replacement smoothie.

Choose this if: You're allergic to or don't eat dairy (e.g. Paleo 
dieters), but still want a high-quality complete protein.

What type: Your only option is "egg white powder," some-
times called "egg white albumen." If you eat organic or cage-
free eggs as part of your diet, you should look for the same in a 
powder. This may be hard to find, however, so consider opting 
for organic pasteurized liquid egg whites as an alternative.

We like: GEO Organic Plain Egg White Protein Powder
PDCAA Score: 1.0

 4. Soy protein
Soy protein is made from ground soybeans that have been 

dehulled and defatted. It digests at a moderate rate, like egg 
white protein, and contains greater amounts of the amino ac-
ids glutamine and arginine, which may help support immune 
function, digestive health, and brain function. It's a complete 
protein and considered the most effective plant-derived source 
for building or maintaining muscle, but the verdict is still out on 
its potential health risks for women with a history of estrogen-
related cancers and men with lower testosterone levels. If you 
fall into either camp, you may want to steer clear, or at least vary 
your protein sources.

Choose this if: You're vegan and want the best plant-based 
complete protein to help build muscle, stay full, or simply reach 
your daily protein quota.

What type: Soy isolate contains more protein than concen-
trate, but also more isoflavones—the controversial compounds 
capable of exerting estrogen-like effects on the body. If you 
want to avoid GMOs, select an organic or Non-GMO certified 
product.

We like: Bob's Red Mill Premeium Isolated Soy Protein Pow-
der and Swanson Organic Soy Powder

PDCAA Score: 1.0
 5. Pea protein

Pea protein, derived from the yellow pea, is the most high-
ly digestible of the plant proteins, making it a good alterna-
tive for anyone with a sensitive stomach who doesn't want to 
do dairy or soy. But it's not a complete protein—it's low in 2 
amino acids—so pair it with another plant-based protein such 
as hemp or rice to round out its amino acid profile and make 
it "complete."

Choose this if: You avoid animal-derived products, but don't 
want to eat soy, or if you have digestive issues.

What type: If you want higher protein content, choose a 
"pea protein isolate." The slightly lower-protein "pea protein 
powder" is also a good choice, and readily available in or-
ganic varieties.                                                              9 
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Full-term babies receive natural protection 
from their mothers that helps them fight 
off dangerous infections. However, babies 
born prematurely lack protective intestinal 
bacteria and often are unable to be nursed, 
causing their infection-fighting capabilities 
to be underdeveloped. 

Now, researchers at the University of 
Missouri School of Medicine have found 
that a manufactured form of lactoferrin, a 
naturally occurring protein in breast milk, 
can help protect premature infants from a 
type of staph infection.

"Babies born with low levels of protective 
intestinal bacteria are at an increased risk of 
devastating and sometimes deadly infec-
tions," said Michael Sherman, M.D., professor 
emeritus in the Department of Child Health at 
the MU School of Medicine and lead author 
of the study. "Our study found that giving 
very-low-birth-weight premature infants a 
manufactured form of lactoferrin can virtually 
eliminate the germ that causes a staph infec-
tion known as staphylococcus epidermidis."

The researchers studied the immune 
systems of 120 premature infants in the 
neonatal intensive care units at MU Wom-

en's and Children's Hospital and the Uni-
versity of Southern California Children's 

Hospital Los Angeles between July 2009 
and January 2012. 

 Infants in trial
Infants in the trial weighed between 1 

pound, 10 ounces, and 3 pounds, 4 ounces, 
at birth. Sixty of the infants received lactoferrin 
via a feeding tube twice a day for 28 days to 
simulate receiving mother's milk while nursing. 

To understand the protein's role in the 
development of protective intestinal bacte-
ria, the researchers examined fecal matter 
of the infants. The researchers found that 
germs responsible for the colonization of 
staph infection were virtually eliminated in 
the newborns who received lactoferrin. 

"These germs are the most common 
cause of in-hospital bloodstream infec-
tions in premature babies, causing up to 50 
percent of infections," Sherman said. "As 
physicians, we've had limited knowledge of 
how lactoferrin affects the development of 
protective intestinal bacteria. 

As part of the study, lactoferrin was pro-
vided to the patients at no cost. According 
to Sherman, lactoferrin can cost an estimated 
$25 to $500 per dose, though an infection 
can extend an infant's hospital stay by 10 to 
14 days at a cost of $40,000 to $56,000. 

(Source: EurekAlert)

Protein in breast milk reduces 
infection risk in premature infants 

In a study, soon to be published in the 
Astronomical Journal, led by Mariah Mac-
Donald, an undergraduate student at 
Florida Institute of Technology (FIT), found 
that all five of Kepler-80’s planets orbited 
within 0.1 astronomical unit (AU) from the 
star. This is a distance of about one-third 
the distance between our Sun and Mer-
cury. These planets all orbit in such a way 
that they return to the same position in 
the solar system every 27 days. 

It is thought that 10-50 percent of all al-
ien Solar Systems that have planets fall into 
the category known as Systems with Tight-
ly-spaces Inner Planets (STIPs). These are 
systems where a star’s planets are all very 
close in orbit to the parent star. Not only is 
the Kepler-80 system a STIP, but its planets 
weave through a series of resonances.

Kepler-80, named after the Kepler tel-
escope who found the system, is located 
about 1,100 light-years away where all 
five planets have extremely short orbits, 
with “years” of approximately one, three, 
four, seven, and nine Earth days. With the 
planet’s close proximity to the star, Ke-
pler was able to detect small dips in light 
(about 0.001 percent) from their transits 
between the star and Kepler. 

 Tightly packed planets
Through analysis, MacDonald and 

collaborators were able to reveal that the 
masses of the outer four planets range 
from four to six times that of Earth. It is 

thought that these systems with tightly 
packed planets formed out farther from 
the star then migrated in and settled into 
their current orbits. 

“For Kepler-80 and other STIPs, many 
of the planets are too close in to have 
formed there, so they must have migrat-
ed in,” says MacDonald. “This is where the 
orbit loses energy and essentially shrinks 
closer in to the star.” 

The four outer planets have “synchro-
nized” orbits, another rarity. The planets 
possess multiple three-body resonances, 
which return to the same configuration 
every 27 days which help in stabilizing 
the orbits. The most notable three-body 
resonance are the three Galilean moons 
of Io, Europa, and Ganymede. 

(Source: astronomy.com)

Sahara desert ants are special. They make 
their living by scavenging the bodies of 
other insects that have died from the heat, 
so they have evolved to forage in 140-de-
gree temperatures.

They move fast, to keep from cook-
ing themselves, in what is called a tripod 
gait — the hind and rear legs on one side 
move in concert with the middle leg on 
the other. For six-legged creatures, it’s a 
fast way to get around, which is important 
when the desert is incredibly hot.

Researchers in Germany wanted to 
find out a bit more about how the ants 
moved and navigated when confronted 
with a carcass — or, in the laboratory, a 
crumb — that was too big to carry.

It was obvious that the ants walked 
backward, dragging such prizes rather 
than carrying them. But it required some 
high-speed video and controlled experi-
ments to determine whether the ants were 
still using the tripod gait and to investigate 
their navigational abilities when they were 
turned around.

 Ants changed gaits
First, the researchers learned that the 

ants changed their gait when dragging a 
heavy load backward, moving one leg at 
a time rather than three, and not in a pre-
dictable pattern.

“Stability seems to be the reason,” Ms. 
Pfeffer said. Usually the ants emphasize 
speed, for which the tripod gait is suited, 

because they need to get their found food 
back to the protection of the underground 
colony as quickly as possible to avoid suc-
cumbing to furnace-like temperatures.

Ms. Pfeffer and Dr. Wittlinger also 
observed ants navigating with no exter-
nal cues to help. Sahara desert ants are 
known to use a kind of dead reckoning 
to judge distance. This may be done by 
the ant brain’s counting steps during the 
tripod gait, when each stride is similar.

The ants would need a different calcu-
lus for the single-step gait they use when 
dragging food home. And they apparently 
have it, because the change in walking style 
did not interfere with their knack for finding 
their way back by a quick, efficient route — 
without a scent trail or other external signs.

(Source: The NYT)

Ants march differently, depending 
on direction

This exoplanet system has tightly packed 
planets in ultra-precise orbits 

The United States came one step closer to instituting reg-
ulations for greenhouse gas emissions from airplanes on 
Monday when the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
published findings about how those emissions “endanger 
human health and welfare.”

This marks a turning point in American airline regu-
lation that advocates say could enable the country to 
meet international pollution standards defined by the In-
ternational Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) in Febru-
ary, although many environmental groups say those new 
rules don't go far enough. 

Under the Clean Air Act, the EPA’s “endangerment find-
ing” legally requires the agency to move forward with drafting 
regulations. The agency found that airplane emissions contain 
“six well-mixed” greenhouse gases that are “considered as a 
combined group and together are the root cause and best 
understood drivers of human-induced climate change and 
the resulting impacts on public health and welfare.”

 Advocacy organization
Groups like Environment America, a federation of state-

based environmental advocacy organizations, are urging 
for stronger regulations than the ICAO’s, which will regulate 
future aircraft. Meanwhile, conservative legislators request 
that regulations be lenient.

The “sky is the limit when it comes to how much of 
the U.S. economy the EPA wants to control,” Rep. Lamar 

Smith (R) of Texas, the chairman of the House Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee, said in a statement. 
Representative Smith said that the rules would increase 
ticket prices and hurt airlines.

However, the EPA sees the best path forward in match-
ing international standards. “Our No. 1 goal is to secure 
a meaningful international standard,” said Christopher 
Grundler, the director of the EPA’s Office of Transportation 
and Air Quality, according to The Hill. “There are sound 
environmental policy reasons to do so. An international 
standard would cover way more aircraft than simply a do-
mestic standard and would secure far more greenhouse 
gas emission reductions.”

U.S. aircraft contribute only three percent of total U.S. 
greenhouse gas emissions, and about half a percent of 
the world's total, according to the EPA. Regulating those 
emissions has been a priority of the Obama administra-
tion, however, and the EPA has been pushed by lawsuits 
to pursue research about the threat emissions could pose.

(Source: The CSM)

Will regulating airline emissions help curb global greenhouse gas emissions? 

Updated interim guidance from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) addresses testing and 
management of pregnant women with possible Zika vi-
rus exposure and prevention of Zika infection by sexual 
transmission, according to two reports published online 
July 25 in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report.

"Zika virus continues to spread worldwide, and as of 
July 21, 2016, 50 countries and territories reported active 
Zika virus transmission," write Titilope Oduyebo, MD, from 
the Division of Reproductive Health, National Center for 
Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, CDC, 
and colleagues in the first report. "Although most persons 
with Zika virus infection are asymptomatic or have mild 
clinical disease, infection during pregnancy can cause con-
genital microcephaly and other brain defects. 

Zika virus has also been linked to other adverse preg-
nancy outcomes, including miscarriage and stillbirth."

Highlighting the urgency of the new recommenda-
tions, Spain just reported the first European birth of an 
infant with microcephaly associated with Zika infection.

The CDC update reflects emerging data indicating that 
Zika virus RNA can be detected in blood and urine for 
prolonged periods (longer than the previously recom-
mended 7-day window for testing after symptoms begin) 
in some pregnant women, and even in asymptomatic 
pregnant women.

 Definitive diagnosis
To improve definitive diagnosis among pregnant 

women with Zika virus infection, the CDC therefore rec-
ommends extending the timeframe for real-time reverse 
transcription polymerase chain reaction (rRT-PCR) test-
ing to 2 weeks and including rRT-PCR testing for some 
asymptomatic pregnant women.

All pregnant women in the United States and its ter-

ritories should be evaluated for possible Zika virus ex-
posure at each prenatal care visit, should avoid travel to 
an area with active Zika virus transmission, and should 
follow strict measures to prevent mosquito bites if they 
must travel to such areas. If their sex partner has traveled 
to or resides in an area with active Zika virus transmis-
sion, they should abstain from sex or use condoms or 
other barrier methods to prevent infection.

In addition to changes in testing recommendations, 
the update addresses clinical management of pregnant 
women with confirmed or possible Zika virus infection.

Regarding sexual transmission of Zika infection, the 
CDC has expanded its existing recommendations to 
cover all pregnant couples, including pregnant women 
with female sex partners, as well as couples who are not 
planning pregnancy.

(Source: Medscape)

CDC updates Zika guidance for pregnancy, prevention

The researchers find that germs responsible for 
the colonization of staph infection are virtually 

eliminated in the newborns who received lactoferrin.
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A priest was killed Tuesday when two 
suspected ISIL terrorist group-linked as-
sailants seized hostages at a church near 
the northern French city of Rouen, police 
said.

French President Francois Hollande 
said that two men who attacked a 
church and slit the throat of a priest had 
“claimed to be from Daesh,” using the 
Arabic name for ISIL.

Hollande, visiting the scene of the 
attack in the northern town of Saint-
Etienne-du-Rouvray, earlier con-
demned the “vile terrorist attack” in 
a statement.

Five people were inside the church 
in the Normandy town of Saint-Etienne-
du-Rouvray when it came under attack, 
interior ministry spokesman Pierre Henry 
Brandet said.

He said the church was surrounded by 
France’s anti-gang brigade the BRI, which 
specializes in kidnappings, and that “the 

two assailants came out and were killed 
by police.”

Three of the hostages were freed 
unharmed, and another was fighting 
for their life. A police source said the 
priest of the Saint-Etienne church was 
killed.

The motivations for the hos-
tage-taking were not yet clear, but the 
Paris prosecutor ’s office said the case 
was being handled by anti-terrorism 
prosecutors.

The incident comes as France remains 
on high alert nearly two weeks after 
Tunisian Mohamed Lahouaiej Bouhlel 
ploughed a truck into a crowd of peo-
ple celebrating Bastille Day in the French 
Riviera city of Nice, killing 84 people and 
injuring over 300.

An AFP journalist said the scene of the 
attack was crawling with emergency vehi-
cles and police.

(Source: AFP)

The 6 healthiest protein 
powders for your smoothie
PDCAAS: 0.69

 8    6. Hemp protein
Hemp protein is made from nutrient-packed hemp seeds, 

and while it’s not the best for boosting muscle because of 
its lower protein content (most contain just 10 to 15 grams 
per scoop, depending on the brand, compared to about 25 
grams in whey and 22 grams in soy) and PDCAA score, it 
does provide a good dose of fiber and omega-3 fatty acids. 
Pair it with rice or pea protein to round out its amino-acid 
profile and make it complete.

Choose this if: You want to ramp up your overall nutrient 
intake and don’t have strong protein needs.

What type: Most brands will feature “hemp protein,” which 
retains hemp’s healthy fiber and fats; but some newer options 
feature “hemp protein concentrate,” which will be higher in 
protein, but stripped of those other nutrients.

We like: Manitoba Harvest HempPro 50 and Manitoba 
Harvest HempPro 70

 PDCAAS: 0.46
Picking your powder
When you’ve settled on the best protein for you, there are 

still countless brands competing for your business. Here are 
a few tips to keep in mind as you scan the labels:

If your protein is marketed as a specific type of protein (e.g. 
whey isolate), make sure that’s the first ingredient in the ingre-
dient list. Scan for artificial sweeteners. To keep the carb count 
low, companies sometimes use these instead of real sugar.

Make sure the ingredient list is short. You’re buying a pro-
tein powder for the protein, after all, not the additives.

Pick a neutral flavor to get the most bang for your buck. 
The most versatile protein powders are the unflavored and 
vanilla-flavored options. If you buy organic or non-GMO 
foods, you should look for the same in a powder.

(Source: prevention.com)

‘ISIL attackers’ kill priest 
at France church

 1   It is now that the pie seems a 
bit resistant to be cut; however, there are 
alternatives to those approaches.

Transfer of capital, technology and ex-
pertise are the key requirement of a suc-
cessful approach to Iranian market which 
will make all parties including regulators 
and officials, local partners and newcom-
ers happy and aligned. This strategy will 
open a lot of doors and expresses a great 
deal of commitment which is highly val-
ued. A keen mind will find these charac-
teristics in a Merger and Acquisition deal.

The textbook definitions of M&A in-
dicate a fast penetration to a market for 
relatively small costs which avoids many 
headaches compared to something like 
green field projects investment. There 
are distressed Iranian businesses in dif-
ferent sectors which have high potential 
to growth with minimum market risk. On 
the other hand, the government through 

structures, such as FIPPA licensing, pro-
vides a high level of foreign investment 
protection and let face it with the terrorist 
attacks and coups happening in the re-
gion, Iran is a safe haven in the MENA 
region with the untapped resources for 
growth. Such investment decisions defi-
nitely require a full understanding of the 
business environment and will be very 
rewarding if are taken correctly.

There might not have been a lot of 
samples just yet but even one can make 
the point. The

Savola Group is a Saudi Arabian com-
pany with major holdings deals in edible 
oil, sugar,

plastic packaging, retail hyper markets 
and real estate in the Middle East, Central 
Asia and North African countries. In 2004 
and when Iran was deep in the nuclear 
conflict the company took a strategic 
investment decision for entering to the 

country’s edible oil market and acquired 
around 80 percent of the Behshahr In-
dustrial Company (BIC) and formed Sa-
vola Behshar Company (SBC). 

Since then BIC revenue has experi-
enced the cumulative average growth 
rate (CAGR) of 32% and reached to 
almost USD 600 Million. Even the po-
litical tension between Saudi and Iran 
in January 2016 which caused a cut in 
diplomatic ties between the two coun-
tries did not interrupt Savola business 
in Iran. This is a proof of foreign invest-
ment protection provided by Iranian 
officials which lowers the political risk 
significantly. 

In another recent deal, Henkel ac-
quired 30 percent of an Iranian detergent 
company for 150 million euros, although 
the German company has had a long his-
tory in the market.

The short history of current inter-

national deals in Iran indicates that the 
acquirers face the same pattern of chal-
lenges which might be unique to Iranian 
businesses. One of them is lack of trans-
parent and standard financial reports 
especially in the non-listed target com-
panies.

Many private or family businesses do 
not keep a clean and detailed accounts 
for various reasons which make financial 
due diligence very difficult and lengthy. 
The other is the lack of enough corpo-
rate law firms which can represent either 
the acquirer or the target. The corporate 
lawyers are required for the legal due dil-
igence and drafting the Share Purchase 
Agreement (SPA).

All together the M&A in Iran is a new 
and hot topic which has its own excite-
ment and at the same time challenges 
and the next few years will give a better 
view of how it pays off in Iran.

M&A deals, alternative approach towards Iran market

ARTEMIS Trade Com-
plex will be inaugurat-

ed officially in Farmanieh on Thursday in 
the presence of some of distinguished 
artists and art enthusiasts. 

“Let’s Not Hunt Animals” is the ad-
vertising campaign of this most modern 
complex, located in a very breathtaking 
area in metropolis Tehran, which observe 
requirements of international construc-
tion standards. 

With its scenery view, located at the 
central part of capital Tehran, this mag-
nificent complex bonds environmental 
characteristics with business environment 
and shopping mall together which is 

unique of its kind in every aspect. 
The magnificent complex was highly 

welcomed by people from all walks of 
life especially environmental activists and 
organizations and followed a widely pos-
itive repercussion in social networks. 

Chief Executive of ARTEMIS Farmanieh 
Trade Complex Eng. Hamid Haji-Hosseini 
announced the above statement and 
said: “Taking giant stride towards accul-
turation has been cited as the main ob-
jective in construction of this magnificent 
complex, because, mass media and vari-
ous systems are training and disseminat-
ing information services in the field of art, 
culture and environment directly at the 

current situation.” 
The Complex bring about a very calm 

environment for shoppers and those 
people who want to spend a very good 
time in an equipped shopping center, he 
maintained. 

As funded by the private sector, ARTE-
MIS Farmanieh Trade Complex has been 
constructed in Tehran’s Pasdaran district 
in 25 stories on a land area more than 
30,000 sq.m built-up area with different 
trade and administrative land uses. 

The Trade Complex has gathered new 
brands of products in a calm environ-
ment, bringing about an experience of 
modern shopping for all family members. 

“AFTC” to be inaugurated 
officially in Farmanieh tomorrow 

Donald Trump is a unique 
threat to American democracy

 1  In contrast, there is nothing on Trump’s résumé to 
suggest he could function successfully in Washington. He was 
staked in the family business by a well-to-do father and has 
pursued a career marked by some real estate successes, some 
failures and repeated episodes of saving his own hide while 
harming people who trusted him. Given his continuing refusal 
to release his tax returns, breaking with a long bipartisan tra-
dition, it is only reasonable to assume there are aspects of his 
record even more discreditable than what we know.

 Lack of experience
The lack of experience might be overcome if Trump saw it 

as a handicap worth overcoming. But he displays no curiosity, 
reads no books and appears to believe he needs no advice. 
In fact, what makes Trump so unusual is his combination of 
extreme neediness and unbridled arrogance. He is desperate 
for affirmation but contemptuous of other views. He also is 
contemptuous of fact. It is impossible to know whether he 
convinces himself of his own untruths or knows that he is 
wrong and does not care. It is also difficult to know which trait 
would be more frightening in a commander in chief.

Given his ignorance, it is perhaps not surprising that  
Trump offers no coherence when it comes to policy. In years 
past, he supported immigration reform, gun control and le-
gal abortion; as candidate, he became a hard-line opponent 
of all three. Even in the course of the campaign, he has flip-
flopped on issues such as whether Muslims should be banned 
from entering the United States and whether women who 
have abortions should be punished. Worse than the flip-flops 
is the absence of any substance in his agenda. Existing trade 
deals are “stupid,” but Trump does not say how they could 
be improved. The terrorist group must be destroyed, but the 
candidate offers no strategy for doing so. Eleven million un-
documented immigrants must be deported, but Trump does 
not tell us how he would accomplish this legally or practically.

What the candidate does offer is a series of prejudices and 
gut feelings, most of them erroneous. Allies are taking advan-
tage of the United States. Immigrants are committing crimes 
and stealing jobs. In fact, Japan and South Korea are ma-
jor contributors to an alliance that has preserved a peace of 
enormous benefit to Americans.  The Trump litany of victimi-
zation has resonated with many Americans whose economic 
prospects have stagnated. They deserve a serious champi-
on, and the challenges of inequality and slow wage growth 
deserve a serious response. But Trump has nothing positive 
to offer, only scapegoats and dark conspiracy theories. He 
launched his campaign by accusing Mexico of sending rap-
ists across the border, and similar hatefulness has surfaced 
numerous times in the year since.

 Abandoning NATO
In a dangerous world, Trump speaks blithely of aban-

doning NATO, encouraging more nations to obtain nuclear 
weapons and cozying up to dictators who in fact wish the 
United States nothing but harm. For eight years, Republicans 
have criticized President Obama for “apologizing” for Amer-
ica and for weakening alliances The Republican Party has 
moved the lunatic fringe onto center stage, with discourse 
that renders impossible the kind of substantive debate upon 
which any civil democracy depends.

Most responsible Republican leaders know all this to be 
true; that is why Trump had to rely so heavily on testimoni-
als by relatives and employees during this week’s Republi-
can convention.  With one exception (Bob Dole), the living 
Republican presidents and presidential nominees of the past 
three decades all stayed away. But most current officeholders, 
even those who declared Trump to be an unthinkable choice 
only months ago, have lost the courage to speak out. 

The party’s failure of judgment leaves the nation’s future 
where it belongs, in the hands of voters. Many Americans 
do not like either candidate this year. We have criticized the 
presumptive Democratic nominee, Hillary Clinton, in the past 
and will do so again when warranted. But we do not believe 
that she (or the Libertarian and Green party candidates, for 
that matter) represents a threat to the Constitution. 

(Source: The Washington Post)
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Iran Khodro Industrial Group has taken large steps to-
wards expanding its local and international markets, said 
IKCO CEO, Hashem Yekehzare, adding, the company is 
seeking to achieve a high status in the international mar-
ket thought adopting a new and completely different 
approach to car production.

Addressing IKCO’s shareholders in the company’s 
general assembly, Yekehzare also noted that after the 
nuclear deal (JCPOA) between Iran and P5+1 group 
of countries, IKCO was the first Iranian company which 
signed a cooperation agreement with its former foreign 
partner (Peugeot) and made the first foreign direct in-
vestment in Iran’s auto industry through establishing a 
joint venture (IKAP).

He went on saying that Peugeot 2008 would enter 
Iran’s market by March 20th as IKCO’s first joint product 
with Peugeot. According to him, the two sides are ready 
to increase their joint car production by 200,000 sets.

Elsewhere in his speech, Yekehzare touched on Ja-

pan’s Suzuki Company, saying IKCO has opened suc-
cessful negotiations with Suzuki to jointly produce new 
Vitara as well as Ciaz and Baleno.

He also gave further details on IKCO and Mercedes 
Benz cooperation, saying their agreement has been al-
most finalized and will be signed in the next two months.

“Based on the agreement, the two sides will begin 
their cooperation in production and after sale services. 
Meanwhile, IKCO and Benz will establish a production 
company with IKCO having 51% of its shares and Benz 
49%. The proportion would be reversed in sales and af-
ter sales services,” he added.

The CEO of Iran Khodro then noted that the compa-
ny is now involved in negotiations with Datsun which will 
lead to an agreement soon, adding, talks like this usually 
last for one year and half.

“Renault is expected to establish a joint venture with 
an Iranian car company with 80% of its shares belong-
ing to the French company. The two sides will produce 

Symbol and Duster but based on an agreement signed 
earlier, other cars would also be produced via coopera-
tion with Iran Khodro,” he said.

Yekehzare also added that the cooperation agree-
ment covers 75% of Renault’s operation in Iran, saying, 
the two sides are expected to jointly produce 300,000 
sets of one certain model.

“Iran Khodro increased its production in 2014 with 
producing over 600,000 vehicles. Since March to June, 
2016, the company’s production showed a 7% growth in 
comparison with the same period last year. Meanwhile, 
its spring sales showed a 40% increase over the spring 
of 2015,” he noted.

He concluded that, in line with the new model of 
Dena in 2017, Iran Khodro plans to produce Peugeot 
207 hatchback through localizing its technology and 
completely cutting its reliance on the French company. 
According to Yekehzare, the sedan model with automat-
ic gearbox would be released by March 20th.

 New Intl. Partners Selected

 7   A potential terror attack
At 10.50pm on New Year’s Eve in Munich, when po-

lice issued a warning about a potential terror attack, 
there was no panic. People were asked to avoid large 
crowds. Two of the main train stations were evacuated, 
and heavily armed police poured in. Public transport in 
the suburbs was down for a couple hours.

Police were investigating claims about five to seven 
suspects who were planning a suicide attack at mid-
night. The people of Munich were celebrating the New 
Year as they always do: partying outside, burning fire-
works in the streets and on the bridges over the river 
Isar. There was no panic, no exodus of the crowds from 
the city center. This was not a night people spent staring 
at the news, faces lit up by their phone screens. Many 
people weren’t even aware of the alert; those who were 
felt safe nonetheless. Safe as always. The next day, the 
first day of 2016, the discussions already focused on the 
police, and if they had overreacted. The alleged terror 
plot could never be substantiated.

Since then, people have been attacked in Brussels 
and Orlando, and Munich felt safe. People died in Is-
tanbul and Nice, and Munich remained the city of “this 

cannot happen here”. The illusion remained intact. 
Last Monday, a 17-year-old refugee attacked passen-

gers on a train with an axe and a knife, in Würzburg, 
Bavaria. And then, last Friday, police proclaimed “terror 
mode” in the city. Munich’s promise of security was sud-
denly in question.

Two days after the attack, a sea of flowers had 
formed at the scene of the shooting. Thousands came to 
the mall to mourn the dead. Weekend events were can-
celled. But in the center, the city had recomposed itself. 
Tourists were back in the streets. The riverbanks were 
packed with sun seekers, the beer gardens open. People 
seemed determined to go on, to believe in the promise 
of security. This attitude, so aptly dubbed “Je suis au bi-
ergarten” by a colleague, might not be very political. But 
immediately after the attack, it seemed to work.

Bavaria is famous for its Gemütlichkeit. This cliché, 
which describes a relaxed, sociable, indulgent way of 
life, also translates for Munich – though in more of a 
modern, big city kind of way. Munich is a city of leisure, 
especially in summer. Life takes place outside: people 
are sipping Italian drinks or driving their convertibles 
through the expensive old city. Locals are enjoying the 

sun in the Englischer Garten and on the banks of the 
river. Beer gardens are packed, there are street festivals, 
concerts, markets and movies to be enjoyed in the open 
air. Munich is proud of its attractive lifestyle, and the 
people are determined to live it.

That is, until Monday morning, when Munich woke 
up to the news that a suicide attacker had detonated 
a bomb, once again in Bavaria, this time in Ansbach, 
200km (125 miles) north of Munich. Twelve people 
were injured, three heavily wounded. The bomb ex-
ploded close to a music festival, after the Syrian at-
tacker was turned away at the festival entrance. Some 
2,500 people were attending the event in Ansbach’s 
Old City. Ansbach is a quiet town of 40,000. A peace-
ful place. Another place that believed “this cannot 
happen here”.

In Munich, the news from Ansbach is another blow 
to the public’s trust in security. People have to ask them-
selves if this promise of resilience (if it ever existed) is 
more than an illusion, and perhaps start looking for a 
new coping strategy. How much more can the Munich 
mantra take?

(Source: The Guardian)

After these attacks, can Germany keep calm and carry on? 



Without water, 
everything 
withers

S O C I E T Y
d e s k

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

S O C I E T Y h t t p : / / w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m / s o c i e t yJULY 27, 2016JULY 27, 201610

IN  FOCUS  Tasnim/ Hossein Tahavori

The Ghazal-3, an Iranian-made solar car, which took a trip extending 2700 kilometers from north of Iran to south culminated its trip in Kish Island in the Persian 
Gulf on July 23.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The soul becomes dyed with the color of its thoughts. 
Marcus Aurelius

Iran to eradicate 
hepatitis in 15 years: official 

TEHRAN — Hepati-
tis will be eradicated in 

Iran by the next 15 years, the director for 
communicable diseases department of the 
Health Ministry has said.

Infected blood, infected syringe, infected 
food stuff and drinks, and high risk sexual 
behaviors are of the causes of the hepati-
tis, Tasnim news agency quoted Moham-
mad-Mahdi Gouya as saying on Monday.

While hepatitis B vaccine is available for 
all age groups to prevent the infection there 
is no vaccine for hepatitis C, Gouya noted.

He went on to say that some high risk 
groups such as prisoners who are more 
likely to catch the disease would be system-
atically vaccinated as some 350,000 individ-
uals were vaccinated last year.

“We are planning on vaccinate intrave-

nous drug users and such other high risk 
groups as well,” he stated.

Hepatitis B is manageable with drugs 
with the least side effects which are admin-
istered orally, he noted.

Hepatitis C drugs used to be injected 
and had some side effects but now with the 
emergence of the oral medications and less 
side effects the disease can be treated in 
three to six months, he explained.

The price of the drug used to treat 
hepatitis C is normally some 700 million 
rials in the world (nearly $20,000) but in 
Iran it costs some 20 million rials (nearly 
$600) for three months administration, he 
highlighted.

“If we manage to cure the disease in 15 
years we would be one of the first countries 
succeeded in eradicating it,” he said.  

South Korean women and Iranian men are significantly tall-
er than they were 100 years ago but Americans have bare-
ly grown, according to a new study Tuesday that reflects 
nutritional and environmental factors.

Researchers at Imperial College London used data from 
around the world to track the height of young adults be-
tween 1914 and 2014 in over 200 countries and territories.

Where once Scandinavia and the United States pro-
duced the tallest men, the Netherlands, Belgium, Estonia 
and Latvia now top the rankings, with Dutch men meas-
uring an average height of 182.5 cm (five feet 10 inches).

Dutch men are the tallest in the world, measuring an 
average height of 182.5 cm (five feet 10 inches), according 
to a new study

Latvia currently has the tallest women, averaging 170 
cm (five feet six inches), followed by women from the 
Netherlands, Estonia and the Czech Republic, according to 
the study in the journal eLife.

The shortest men in the world are from East Timor, with 
an average height of 160 cm, and the shortest women are 

from Guatemala, averaging a height of 149 cm.
While the global trend has been an increase in height, 

some countries in sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa and the 
Middle East have seen a decline in the past 30 or 40 years.

This is often in some of the poorest parts of the world 
-- the average height in Sierra Leone, Uganda and Rwanda 
has declined by as much as 5cm in recent decades.

“This study gives us a picture of the health of nations 
over the past century,” said lead researcher Professor Majid 
Ezzati, of Imperial’s School of Public Health.

“This confirms we urgently need to address children 
and adolescents’ environment and nutrition on a global 
scale, and ensure we’re giving the world’s children the best 
possible start in life.”

The top 10 tallest countries are all on the European con-
tinent. The U.S. once had the third tallest men and fourth 
tallest women, but has fallen to 37th and 42nd place.

American men and women have grown by just 6cm and 
5cm since 1914.

After a rapid acceleration in height until the 1960s, 

growth in Japan has also flattened out, and the Japanese 
are now shorter than people from South Korea and China.

By contrast, the height of Iranian men has increased 
by an average of 16.5 cm -- the largest recorded -- while 
South Korean women are now on average 20.2 cm taller.

“Our study also shows the English-speaking world, es-
pecially the USA, is falling behind other high-income na-
tions in Europe and Asia Pacific,” said Ezzati in a statement.

“Together with the poor performance of these countries 
in terms of obesity, this emphasises the need for more ef-
fective policies towards healthy nutrition throughout life.”

Children and teenagers who are well nourished, have bet-
ter hygiene and healthcare tend to be taller -- and tall people 
tend to live longer, be better educated and earn more.

However, some studies link height to a greater risk of 
ovarian and prostate cancers, the researchers said.

National statistics on height can be affected not only by 
diet and medicine, but also by waves of immigration from 
countries where people are relatively taller or shorter.

(Source: AFP)

Iran, Iraq and northern portions of the Ara-
bian Peninsula are experiencing what can 
only be described as a summer heat wave.

Now a heat wave is defined as a pro-
longed period of extremely hot weather. As 
summer weather in much of the region is 
always “extremely hot”, it could be argued 
that this is one region where heat waves 
can’t, by definition, occur.

Yet by any standards, the temperatures 
reported in Iran, Iraq and the north of the 
Arabian Peninsula over the past few days 
are extreme.

On Thursday Mitribah, Kuwait report-
ed a maximum of 54C (129.2F). Although 

it has yet to be officially verified, if con-
firmed, this is the highest temperature ever 
recorded in the Eastern Hemisphere.

Globally, only Death Valley, California 
has recorded higher temperatures. The 
absolute record here is 56.7C (134F), re-
corded on July 10, 1913.

For many years, the record was official-
ly held by Aziza, Libya with 58C (136.4F). 
In 2012 this was disqualified by the World 
Meteorological Organization after it was 
decided that this temperature was unrelia-
ble. (The observing site was not represent-
ative of its surroundings, the thermometer 
was not fit for purpose and the weather 

observer was new and untrained.)
Also on Thursday, Basra set a country 

record for Iraq of 53.4C (128F). Remarkable 
though that was, it was exceeded on Friday 
when the mercury hit 53.9C (129F). This is 
the second highest Eastern Hemisphere 
temperature, fractionally behind Mitribah.

Iraq’s heat wave prompted the closure of 
all government offices on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the last day of the working week.

The extreme heat is said to be having an 
effect on the refugees displaced by the as-
sault on Fallujah. Shortages of drinking water 
and electricity were reported in the camps at 
Habbaniya and Amiriyat al-Fallujah.

El Nino has now died out, so an ex-
planation for the heat wave probably lies 
elsewhere. This year is already shaping 
up to the warmest year, globally, since 
records began in 1880. Although a small 
portion of this warming is due to the El 
Nino earlier in the year, a much more 
likely cause is the continuing emissions of 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere as 
a result of human activity.

Temperatures are likely to remain ex-
tremely high in the coming days and there 
is even the possibility of further records be-
ing broken towards next weekend.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Iran up, U.S. down: height study charts global health

Middle East in the grip of a major heat wave

Whip up 
 Meaning: prepare quickly
 For example: I can whip up something to eat if you’re 

hungry.

If you chase two rabbits, you 
will not catch either one 

 Explanation: if you try to do two things at the same time, 
you will not succeed in doing either of them

P H R A S A L  V E R B

QUIZ OF THE DAY

E N G L I S H  P R O V E R B

189) Choose if the sentence is true or false.
They’re right behind us.
a) True 
b) False
(Quiz No. 188 answer: b)

Experiencing Motion Sickness 
Ashley: You don’t look so good. What’s wrong? 
Terrell: I felt motion sickness watching that movie. The cam-
era jerked around and it made me dizzy. 
Ashley: It didn’t bother me. The hand-held camera used to film 
the movie had that effect on you? 
Terrell: I’m susceptible to motion sickness. You should see me 
on a boat. The rocking motion makes me seasick and nau-
seous. When I was a kid, I used to get carsick every time my 
family took a road trip. My parents always had a barf bag ready. 
Ashley: Wow that sucks. 
Terrell: Yeah, and don’t even try to get me on an airplane. Just 
the starting of the engines makes me feel airsick and looking 
down gives me vertigo. 
Ashley: So how do you travel? 
Terrell: Very rarely and usually with one foot on the ground!

(Source: eslpod.com)
 Words & phrases

motion sickness: a feeling of illness that some people get when 
travelling by car, boat, plane etc.
jerk around: to move with a quick sudden movement
dizzy: feeling unable to stand steadily, for example because you 
are looking down from a high place or because you are ill
hand-held camera: a hand-held camera is small enough to 
hold in your hand when you use it
effect: the way in which an event, action, or person changes 
someone or something
susceptible: likely to suffer from a particular illness or be affect-
ed by a particular problem
rocking motion: changing location by moving back and forth
seasick: feeling ill when you travel in a boat, because of the 
movement of the boat in the water
nauseous: going to vomit
barf bag: a disposable paper bag provided by airlines for each 
passenger in the event of air sickness and usually placed in the 
pocket behind every seat
something sucks: used when you dislike something very much 
or think something is very bad
engine: the part of a vehicle that produces power to make 
it move
airsick: feeling sick because of the movement of a plane
vertigo: a feeling of sickness and dizziness caused by looking 
down from a high place
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TEHRAN — Iran is planning on 
initiating breast milk banks as a 

solution to the mothers that cannot supply their own 
breast milk to their children.

Infant formula is not a healthy replacement for 
breast milk, particularly for the prematurely born 
babies, health ministry official Mohammad Heidarza-
deh said, Tasnim news agency reported.

Mothers who have excessive breast milk can do-
nate the extra amount of milk to the bank, he noted.

The milk will be tested for any possible infec-
tion, cholesterol and sugar level and will be pas-
teurized and kept for those infants needing the 
milk, he explained.  

TEHRAN — “Green relief”, a 
scheme co-developed by Iran’s 

Red Crescent Society (IRCS) and the Department of 
Environment (DoE) aims to reduce environmental 
damages in the near future.

This scheme is intended for minimizing detrimental 
effects on the environment by taking preventive meas-
ures as well as training  volunteers and promoting the 
culture of environment protection among the public, 
Tasnim quoted IRCS official Farahnaz Rafe’ as saying.

She noted that waste problem, water crisis, de-
forestation, desertification, forests fire, air pollution, 
sustainable development, etc. would be the issues 
which receive priority in this scheme. 

TEHRAN — Heart failure has 
been the leading cause of death 

in Tehran in the first three months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year, which corresponds to 
spring.

The director general of Behesht-e Zahra cem-
etery organization said that during the 3-month 
period, 13,409 people have died, stating, 1,252 of 
the deaths are resulted from heart failure includ-
ing 648 men, 598 women and 6 infants.

Most of the deaths are related to the adults 
aged 65 or more that come to about 7,632 deaths 
comprising 3,958 men and 3,674 women, Akbar 
Tavakkoli told IRIB.N
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Iran plans to 
set up breast 
milk banks 

‘Green relief’ 
scheme aims to cut 
environmental damages 

Heart failure leading 
cause of death in 
Tehran 
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FA chief plays down chance 
of winter break until 2019
A winter break in the Premier League season is not feasible 
until the current three-year television rights deal is completed 
in 2019, the Football Association’s (FA) chief executive Martin 
Glenn has said.

Newly appointed England manager Sam Allardyce, in his first 
press conference, backed the need for a winter break similar to 
the top divisions in France, Italy, Spain and Germany, to help 
players recuperate.

“It would help the Premier 
League and us at international 
level if we could achieve that,” 
Allardyce said. 

“January and February is 
always the most difficult time 
to get players through.”

However, Glenn said that 
though the FA favoured a 
mid-season break, it would 
not be possible until the over 
5 billion pounds worth TV 
rights deal, which starts this 
season, was in effect.

“If we are going to get a 
winter break, which the FA very much wants, it would be after 
the current Premier League TV-rights deal is done,” Glenn told 
British media.

“There is a consensus that it would be a good thing to do. I’ll 
say no more than that. 

“We can do our bit about fixture congestion and that’s why 
from the quarter-finals (of the FA Cup this season) we’re not 
going to replays.”

Glenn also hinted that the timing of the break may be pushed 
back to January.

“What scared people about winter breaks in the past is the 
thought of it being between Boxing Day and new year but it 
doesn’t have to be then.

“It can be after the FA Cup third round in mid-January.”
(Source: Reuters)

Lyon reject €35m Arsenal 
bid for France forward 
Alexandre Lacazette
Lyon have announced that they have rejected an Arsenal bid 
for striker Alexandre Lacazette and have insisted that their star 
striker is not for sale.

Referring to a Le Progres report that said Arsenal had offered €48 
million for Lacazette, 25, the Ligue 1 club issued a statement saying 
that was untrue and that the bid had actually been only €35m.

Lyon said they had not followed up on Arsenal’s offer be-
cause the France international is “irreplaceable.”

The statement read: “Olympique Lyonnais categorically 
denies having received an offer of €48 million from Arsenal 
for the transfer of Alexandre Lacazette as Le Progres claims in 
this morning’s edition.

“The club regrets once again that Le Progres did not bother 
to contact the club before publishing this false information which 
creates confusion on the day that the [ownership] group, on the 
stock exchange, publishes its annual turnover of €218.1 million, 
up 111 percent compared to 2014/2015.

“The reality is that Arsenal formulated an offer of €35 million 
which Olympique Lyonnais did not follow up on for one reason 
only: OL will keep Alexandre Lacazette who is irreplaceable and 
who is one of the main leaders of Bruno Genesio’s squad.”

Lacazette has regularly been linked with the Gunners after 
scoring 48 goals in Ligue 1 over the past two seasons.

He signed a new contract last summer that ties him to Lyon 
until 2019.

Arsenal boss Arsenal Wenger, who failed in an effort to sign 
Leicester City striker Jamie Vardy earlier this summer, has said the 
club are willing to “spend big money.”

The Gunners’ only major signing so far ahead of the new season 
has been Switzerland midfielder Granit Xhaka, although Japanese 
striker Takumo Asano has also joined from Sanfrecce Hiroshima as 
well as defender Rob Holding from Bolton Wanderers. 

(Source: ESPN)

Manchester City near Sane 
& Gabriel Jesus signings
Manchester City are getting close to completing the signings of 
Leroy Sane and Gabriel Jesus, Goal understands. 

The Premier League side are looking to bolster their 
squad ahead of their first season under Pep Guardiola, hav-
ing already signed Ilkay Gundogan, Nolito and Oleksandr 
Zinchenko this summer.

City have long been chasing Schalke's promising youngster 
Leroy Sane and the Germany international has already request-
ed a transfer from the Bundesliga side.

Guardiola admitted this week that his club are interested in 
signing him, though he admitted it will be tough to convince the 
Gelsenkirchen team to sell.

And while the two sides are yet to reach an agreement on 
the fee for Sane, City are getting closer to striking a deal and are 
confident of snapping up the 20-year-old.

The Etihad Stadium outfit have been tracking 19-year-old 
Palmeiras striker Gabriel Jesus for some time, and his father 
confirmed on Monday that they are in advanced negotiations 
for him.

The deal is not completed yet, but is very close and has been 
delayed somewhat by the complications due to the two sides 
being in different time zones.

The Brazil U23 international is expected to be joined and sent 
straight back to the Serie A side as he will not be eligible for a 
UK work permit.

(Source: Goal)
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The Iranian nation-
al volleyball team left 

Tehran on Tuesday for Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
The team, who has qualified for 

Olympics for the first time, will be head-
ed by Raul Lozano in the prestigious 
competition. 

Iran has been drawn along with 
Poland, Russia, Argentina, Cuba, and 

Egypt in Pool B.
Pool A consists of host Brazil, Italy, the 

United States, Canada, France, and Mexico.
Lozano’s men will play two friendly 

matches in Rio with host Brazil on July 30 
and 31 ahead of the Olympics. 

The volleyball tournaments at the 
2016 Olympic Games will be played be-
tween 6 and 21 August.

Rower Adel Mojalla-
li will be Iran’s 64th 

athlete that will participate in the 2016 
Rio Olympic Games after the Kazakhstan 
rower tested positive for the forbidden 
substance.

Alexander Kornilov has been disquali-
fied from the Rio de Janeiro Olympics for 
a doping violation.

“That’s the best news I’ve heard. 
I always liked to participate at the 
Olympics. Now, I am the first Iranian 
athlete who take part in the canoe-
ing event in Olympics,” Mojallali told 
Tasnim news agency.

“I will do my best in Olympics howev-
er I have enough time until the competi-
tion,” he added.

Iran’s Adel Mojallali earns 
Olympics spot 

Iran volleyball team leaves 
Tehran for Rio

Uzbek goalkeeper Al-
exander Lobanov is set 

to leave Iranian side Persepolis after just six 
months, according to the local media.

In January 2016 Lobanov replaced 
Sosha Makani, who has had several of 
disappointing performances in the first 
half of the season in Persepolis.

 He signed a six-month contract with 
the Reds with an option to extend for an-
other season.

After signing Alireza Beiravand from 
Naft Tehran as Persepolis No. 1 keeper in 
the summer transfer window, Lobanov’s 

playing time would definitely be restrict-
ed and he decided to join Pakhtakor. 

He made eight appearances for 
Persepolis last season.

The 30-year-old goalie started his 
playing career in Sogdiana Jizzakh in 
2005 and has also played at Uzbeki-
stani clubs Kaisar, Akzhayik, FK Buxoro, 
Jaykhun Nukus and Pakhtakor.

Even though Lobanov have been called 
to Uzbekistan many times, he made his 
official debut for national team on 3 Sep-
tember 2015 in 2018 World Cup qualifying 
match against Yemen in starting eleven.

TEHRAN — Secre-
tary General of the 

Dutch Paralympic Committee, Andre 
Cats, visited Iran’s training camps 
ahead of the Rio 2016 Paralympic 
Games.

Cats, who is Chef de Mission of the 
Dutch Paralympic Team in Rio, visited 
the training camps of Iran’s powerlift-
ing and women’s sitting volleyball.

Cats, accompanied by his Irani-
an counterpart Masoud Asharafi, 
met Siamand Rahman, the strongest 
Paralympian in the world.

“Iran has a long history like the 
Netherlands and I think Iranian 
Paralympians are very professional. It’s 
good to see the people of Iran take se-
rious the sports and we can learn from 
that,” Cats said.

“I think Iran will have a good per-
formance in the upcoming Paralym-
pics. The Iranian delegation finished 
in 11th place in the 2012 Paralympic 
Games and the Netherlands came 
10th in the event and I think two coun-
tries will have a close competition in 
Rio,” he added.

Dutch Paralympic Secretary General 
visits Iran’s training camps

Uzbek keeper set to leave 
Persepolis

Spanish Football Federation (RFEF) president Angel Ma-
ria Villar said he plans to seek re-election to his country’s 
governing body later this year if he fails in a bid to be-
come UEFA president.

Villar has been acting head of the European football 
federation since October 2015, when Michel Platini was 
suspended from all football-related activities for six years 
- later reduced to four - for ethics violations.

Last week the Spaniard announced his intention to 
stand in the UEFA elections on Sept. 14 to replace Platini. 
Slovenian Aleksandar Ceferin and Dutchman Michael van 
Praag will also contest the presidency.

“I’m standing for UEFA president because the majority 
of the European federations have asked me to,” Villar, who 

has been president of the RFEF since 1988, said on Tuesday 
following a meeting with referees.

“If I don’t win or I pull out, which I don’t believe will 
happen, I will stand for re-election of the RFEF.”

RFEF general secretary Jorge Perez is among other 
candidates 

for the Spanish vote, which is expected to take place 
after the UEFA election.

Villar, also a FIFA vice-president, was fined 25,000 
Swiss francs by FIFA’s Ethics Committee in 2015 for failing 
to cooperate with their investigation into the contests to 
host the 2018 and 2022 World Cups.

Villar said he was confident of winning the UEFA election.
“I have taken this step (to run) because I have suffi-

cient support to win,” he said.
(Source: Reuters)

Spanish chief Villar to seek re-election if UEFA bid fails

International referee Alireza Faghani be-
lieves that Iranian referees have the poten-

tial of officiating at the world’s most important competitions.  
“This is the first time FIFA Referees Committee has in-

vited a referee team for the Olympic Games from Iran. 
I’ve not officiated in Olympics before but I know after the 
FIFA World Cup, the Olympic Games is the most important 
competition. Now we have the chance of refereeing in the 
Olympics and we’ll try our best to have a decent perfor-
mance in the competitions,” Faghani said.

“It’s difficult to say how many games we will officiate at 
the Olympics but I can assure you that we’re completely 
ready to referee as many games as they ask. Iranian refer-
eeing has a great potential in Asia and even in the world 
and I hope we see more Iranian referees in world class 
competitions,” he added.

Faghani who became a FIFA referee in 2008, has officiat-
ed notable international matches including 2015 AFC Asian 
Cup Final and 2015 FIFA Club World Cup Final.

The Olympic Football Tournament Rio 2016 represents 
the first important step on the road to the FIFA World Cup 
Russia 2018 and the FIFA Women’s World Cup France 2019 
for match officials.

The Olympic Football Tournament Rio 2016 will take place 
from August 3rd – 21st, with the competition’s men’s and 
women’s finals taking place in the iconic Maracana stadium.

Seven stadiums in total will host Olympic Football Tour-
nament competitions including 2014 FIFA World Cup host 
venues: Belo Horizonte, Manaus, Salvador and Sao Paulo.
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I died from minerality and became vegetable;
And From vegetativeness I died and became 
animal.
I died from animality and became man.
Then why fear disappearance through death?

Rumi 

Poem of the day

SINCE 1979
Prayer Times

 1 
“The official history of the war does not speak 

about the nightmares, yet this literature is able to 
find its way into the inner dimensions of the war and 
relate the nightmares,” Sarhangi said.

Abutaleb along with his colleague Soheil Karimi 
were detained by the U.S.-led forces while making a 
documentary that was to be named “Marsh Land of 
the Fairy Tales”.

“Abutaleb was lucky enough and returned from 
the world of the Americans. He took his pen and 
wrote about the world he had seen. His writing is like 
personal items, they are original and are close to the 
reality,” Sarhangi said.

The writer for his part also gave his personal 
opinion of the book and said, “I tried to narrate 
everything correctly and with honesty. I collected 
many documents and wrote down the events in 
detail with their date and time to be later used as 
documentation.

“There are many bad Americans in my book, but 
there were also some good Americans like the head 
of Camp Bucca,” Abutaleb concluded.

Bolshoi Ballet marks 60th anniversary 
of landmark London visit

EU accepts Paramount’s concessions 
over movie licensing
BRUSSELS (Reuters) — EU antitrust 
regulators on Tuesday accepted 
Paramount Pictures’ concessions to end 
anti-competitive movie-licensing deals 
with British pay-TV group Sky UK, but 
said the case against five other Hollywood 
studios would continue.

The U.S. studio’s offer came after the 
European Commission in July last year 
accused it of preventing viewers outside 
Britain and Ireland from accessing films 
and other content broadcast by Sky UK.

NBCUniversal, Disney, Sony, Twentieth 
Century Fox and Time Warner Inc unit 
Warner Brothers as well as Sky UK also 
faced the charges.

Determined to create a single digital 
market across the 28-country EU to 
boost growth and jobs, the Commission is 
cracking down on so-called geoblocking 
where companies stop consumers in 
another EU country from buying their 
products or services.

Paramount Pictures, which is part of 
Viacom, will now allow viewers outside 

Britain and Ireland to access films and 
other content broadcast by Sky UK.

Paramount will also now allow non-UK 
broadcasters sell their Paramount films 
to UK and Irish viewers in response to 
unsolicited requests.

The European Commission said the 
concessions, which are valid for five years 
and cover both online services and satellite 
broadcast services, addressed its concerns.

Paramount Pictures did not admit any 
wrongdoing as part of the deal.

“Today’s agreement eliminates the 
possibility of fines and enables the 
Commission to close similar pending 
cases against Viacom and Paramount 
relating to broadcasters in Italy, France, 
Germany and Spain,” the company said in 
a statement.

The EU competition authority said the 
investigation into the other five studios’ 
deals with Sky UK will continue, putting 
them at risk of a fine up to 10 percent 
of their global turnover if found guilty of 
breaching EU rules.

MOSCOW (Reuters) — At the height 
of the Cold War, dancers from Russia’s 
Bolshoi Ballet did their bit to thaw East-
West relations, flying to London in 1956 
to make their first performances for 
British audiences who had never seen 
anything quite like it.

This week, they return to mark the 
60th anniversary of an event that was 
a triumph of art over geopolitics in a 
year when Britain was rocked by the 
Suez crisis and the Soviet Union invaded 
Hungary.

“The whole thing began very 
strangely,” said Marina Kondratyeva, 
recalling her journey to Britain as one of 
the ballerinas on the historic trip.

“Our plane was diverted to a different 
airport (an air force base outside 
London) and they said that 26 blonde 
spies had landed, and that was what all 
the press reported,” Kondratyeva told 
Reuters during rehearsals in Moscow 
where, as coach, she was putting the 
principal dancers through their paces.

In a year in which British spies Guy 
Burgess and Donald Maclean resurfaced 
in the Soviet Union after five years on the 
run, the distrust between London and 
Moscow was so great that until the last 
minute, there was always a chance the 
concerts would be canceled.

Despite that, British journalist 
Clement Crisp remembers people 
queuing for tickets around the clock for 
days, enduring the British summer rain 
day and night to get a chance to see the 
legendary dance company perform on 
British soil.

The star attraction was prima 
ballerina Galina Ulanova, who wowed 
Covent Garden with her “Romeo and 
Juliet” at the age of 46. “The leading 
dancer of our troupe ... made an 
incredible impression on London 
audiences,” said Kondratyeva.

“They didn’t know what our ballet was 
like. They didn’t know anything about us 
– there was the Iron Curtain and then the 
Iron Curtain opened and we arrived.”

TEHRAN — The first-ever Shahnameh 
inscribed by a female calligrapher was 

unveiled Monday during a ceremony at the National 
Library and Archives of Iran (NLAI).

Ferdowsi’s Persian epic masterpiece has been 
calligraphed by Fariba Maqsudi.

“Until now, no female calligrapher has inscribed 
Shahnameh completely from the beginning to the end,” 
Ferdowsi expert Mir Jalaleddin Kazzazi said at the ceremony.

“Today we pay our respects to a copy of the 
Shahnameh, which has been inscribed by a female 
calligrapher. Female calligraphers infrequently appear 

in Iran, but none of them had completely inscribed a 
masterpiece,” Kazzazi said.

Veteran calligrapher Nasrollah Afjeii also in his brief 
words said that female calligraphers have always been few 
in number.

Maqsudi expressed her thanks to Risheh Publications, 
the publisher of the book, and said, “The inscription took 
eight years to accomplish.”

Farabi Cinema Foundation Managing Director Alireza 
Tabesh and the director of the National Library and 
Archives of Iran (NLAI), Seyyed Reza Salehi-Amiri, were 
also attending the program.

Noon:13:11        Evening: 20:33        Dawn: 4:31 (tomorrow)            Sunrise: 6:09 (tomorrow)
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Jivar to give concerts 
in Sanandaj

Iran to enter talks 
with intl. distributers 
to screen foreign 
films

Book by Italian 
writer Erri De Luca 
translated into 
Persian 

Tehran museum 
displays two antique 
children’s books

TEHRAN — Jivar, an all-female 
Kurdish folk music ensemble, 

is scheduled to perform concerts in Sanandaj, the 
capital of Iran’s Kordestan Province, from August 4 
to 6.  

Veteran opera singers Shahla Milani and Nasrin 
Salehi will accompany the ensemble named after its 
bandleader and singer, Jivar Sheikholeslami.

The ensemble also features Mehrzad 
Kheradmand and Delaram Zamani on kamancheh, 
Yasaman Najmeddin on qanun, Tina Lajevardian on 
oud, Parastu Moradi on tar and Zahra Naderi on daf.  

TEHRAN — Iran plans to 
enter into negotiations with 

international distributers to screen foreign films in 
the country, spokesman for the Council of License 
Issuance for Production and Screening Jafar Sanei-
Moqaddam said in a press conference on Monday.

So far, the Farabi Cinema Foundation was Iran’s 
sole institute for organizing the screenings of foreign 
movies in the country.

TEHRAN — “I Pesci Non 
Chiudono Gli Occhi” (“Fish Don’t 

Close Their Eyes”) by Italian writer Erri De Luca has 
recently been translated into Persian by Qolamreza 
Emami.

The book focuses on a very specific time in life, 
the end of childhood, reached when the author is 
just ten years of age.

Morvarid Publications in Tehran is scheduled to 
publish the book in the near future.

TEHRAN — Tehran’s Malek 
Museum and Library, one of 

Iran’s richest centers for rare Persian and Arabic 
manuscripts, has showcased two rare children’s 
books of the Qajar era (1785-1925).

One of the books is a lithographic version of an 
illustrated book by Mirza Abbas Naqash entitled “Alef 
O Bay-e Mosavar”, which was published in 1885.  

The other one is the renowned animal fable “Kalila 
and Dimna” (1865) by Nasrollah Monshi, which is the 
Persian version of the Indian book, “Panchatantra”. 

An artist makes a bust of poet Salman Harati (1959-1986) during the First Sculpture Symposium of Iranian Luminaries at the Iranian Poets’ 
Society on July 25, 2016. The symposium will run until August 2.

 N E W S  I N  B R I E F

Harry Potter’s “Cursed 
Child” story already a 

U.S. bestseller
NEW YORK (Reuters) — Harry 
Potter is casting a spell, again, over the 
publishing industry.

Nine years after the publication 
of the seventh and last book in the 
bestselling boy wizard series, pre-
orders for the script of a new, sold-out 
London play is the most pre-ordered 
book since 2007 in the United States, 
retail book sellers Barnes & Noble said 
on Monday.

“Harry Potter and the Cursed Child” 
is billed as the eighth story in the Harry 
Potter series and is to be published at 
midnight on July 31. A script rather than 
a narrative novel, it is being published 
a day after the official opening of the 
London stage production of the same 
name.

The play, based on an idea by 
British author and Potter creator J.K. 
Rowling, is set 19 years after “Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows”. It 
features a grown-up Potter as an 
overworked employee of the Ministry 
of Magic and father of three children 
who is grappling with his past.
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“Hey You” by Iranian documentarian 
Saeid Abutaleb introduced
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First-ever Shahnameh inscribed by female calligrapher unveiled  

Iranian documentarian and photojournalist Saeid Abutaleb speaks during the unveiling ceremony of his book “Hey You” at Tehran’s 
Art Bureau on July 25, 2016.                                                                                                                               (Mehr/Masud Saki)

Isfahan museum hosts 
two major exhibitions

TEHRAN — The Isfahan Contemporary Art 
Museum is currently playing host to exhibitions 

of Iranian teahouse painters and pioneers of Iranian modern art.
Fifty works by Hossein Qollar-Aqasi, a foremost pioneer of 

Iranian teahouse painting, and by many other painters of this genre 
of art, including Abbas Bolukifar, are on display in “A Review of 
Iranian Teahouse Painting”, curator Mijid Ahmadi told the Persian 
service of Honaronline on Tuesday.

Private collectors have loaned the works, some of which have 
never been showcased in any show before, he added.

“Iranian teahouse painters create their works impromptu, but 
this exhibition also displays two sketches by Bolukifar, which are very 
important from this point of view,” he stated.   

Persian teahouses have served various functions in different 
eras of their 400-year history. They used to be places where men 
gathered to spend their leisure time listening to naqqals (Iranian 
traditional storytellers) reciting Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. It was in the 
teahouses that people talked and exchanged views and together 
with lutis (wise and generous people) helped the poor. 

The art of teahouse painting emerged from within such an 
environment. The craftsmen listened to the discussions and tales 
and used them as subjects for the paintings they drew on the walls, 
tiles and bricks.

The teahouse painters enjoyed a unique perspective and 
painted imaginary scenes using epics, traditions and religion as the 
themes for their artworks.

The Exhibition of the Pioneers of Contemporary Iranian Art 
is displaying 45 works by Nasser Ovissi, Farideh Lashai, Ahmad 
Esfandiari, Mohammad Ehsai, Ali-Akbar Sanati, Parviz Tanavoli and 
many other artists in various forms of art.

Both exhibitions opened on Tuesday and will run until August 21.

Calligrapher Fariba Maqsudi (C) and NLAI Director Seyyed Reza Salehi-
Amiri hold a copy of the Shahnameh during the unveiling ceremony 
of the book in Tehran on July 25, 2016. (Shabestan.ir/Zahra Ramezani)  
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