
Iran sells crude 
oil at $48.6 per 
barrel in a week

TEHRAN — Iran 
sold its light crude 

oil at $48.66 per barrel in the week 
ended on October 14, with 81 cents 
increase from its previous week, Shana 
news agency reported.

Iran’ light oil price stood at $39.28 
on average since the start of this cal-
endar year (March 20, 2016).

The country also sold its heavy 
crude oil at $47.4 per barrel in the 
mentioned week, with 85 cents rise 
from its preceding week.

Iran’ heavy oil price stood at $37.18 
on average since the start of current 
calendar year.

Meanwhile, with a 99 cent rise from 
its preceding week, Organization of Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)’s 
basket price reached $48.5 per barrel in 
the week ended on October 14.

After major oil producers’ meet-
ing in Algiers on September 28, which 
ended in a preliminary accord on cap-
ping OPEC members’ oil production 
level, crude oil prices have experi-
enced an increase. 

As predicted, in case of a final deal to 
freeze oil output, international oil prices 
would surpass $50 and will swing up to $60.

Finland ready 
to boost sports 
cooperation with 
Iran: official 

Finnish Ambassador to 
Tehran Harri Kämäräi-

nen believes his country has a lot to share 
with Iran in areas such as nutritional re-
search and sports teacher training courses.

Kämäräinen though his small coun-
try is not at the same level as Iran is in 
connection with athletic performance. 

“We have some features when it comes 
to the sports and training sportsmen. We 
can offer interesting training camps, for 
example, in the field of nutritional research 
for sportsmen. Finland is rather advanced 
in this area,” he told the Tehran Times.  

“Also, one more area for coopera-
tion is the training of teachers, particu-
larly when it comes to sports teachers. 
We could share our experience in this 
area, as well,” Kämäräinen added. 

TEHRAN — Iranian 
films “Muhammad, the 

Messenger of God” and “Daughter” have 
received nominations in five categories, 
including best film, in the feature competi-
tion of the 10th Asia Pacific Screen Awards, 
the organizers announced on Monday.

“Muhammad”, Majid Majidi’s epic about 
the childhood of the Prophet of Islam (S), 
and “Daughter”, Reza Mirkarimi’s drama 
about the shifting balance of power with-
in families, will be vying for the award with 
“Cold of Kalandar” by Mustafa Kara and 
“Ember” by Zeki Demirkubuz, both from 
Turkey, and “The Student” by Kirill Sere-

brennikov from Russia.
“Muhammad” also received a nom-

ination for Achievement in Cinematog-
raphy for 3-time Oscar-winning Italian 
DOP Vittorio Storaro.

“Daughter” writer Mehran Kashani 
was nominated for best screenwriter 
while the film’s star Farhad Aslani nom-
inated for best actor award.

According to a press released pub-
lished earlier last week by the APSA, 
“Breath” by Iranian director Narges 
Abyar received a nomination for Best 
Youth Feature Film award while her fel-
low filmmaker Mehrdad Oskui’s “Starless 

Dreams” will be competing for the award 
for Best Documentary Feature Film.

Winners are scheduled to be an-
nounced in Brisbane, Australia on No-
vember 24.

T E H R A N 
– The com-

mander of Iran’s Passive Defense 
Organization said on Monday 
that Washington will launch cy-
ber-attacks on Iran’s infrastruc-
tural facilities in the event of a 
war breaks out between Iran and 
the Israeli regime. 

Brigadier General Gholam 
Reza Jalali made the remarks 
in a ceremony marking Pas-
sive Defense Week.

“The Americans had or-
chestrated two plans to infil-
trate the country’s infrastruc-
tures,” Jalali said.

“The first possible plan 

would have gone into effect if 
nuclear negotiations with the 
5+1 group had failed, and the 
other one will be carried out if 
Iran and the Israeli regime go 
to war,” he opined

Elsewhere in his remarks, Jalali 
underlined the valuable role that 
the Ministry of Communications 
and Information Technology 
could play in defending the 
country’s cyber assets.

“This role of the communi-
cation ministry is so important 
that we might call it the cyber 
defense ministry,” he remarked.

The commander noted that 
the country needs to upgrade 
its communication infrastructure, 
saying, “We must employ specif-
ic strategies in this regard.”

General Jalali also said the 
U.S. has specific plans for differ-
ent levels of cyberspace, arguing 
that Iran must also strengthen its 
capabilities in this field.

He called for the expansion of 
Iran’s National Information Net-
work, which was launched back 
in August after an 11-year delay.
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Federation

Belgrade Intl. 
Book Fair opens with 
Iran as guest of honor

W W W . T E H R A N T I M E S . C O M I N T E R N A T I O N A L D A I L Y Tehran backs 
party 
reconciliation 
in Lebanon

16 Pages  Price 10,000 Rials  38th year  No.12680  Tuesday  OCTOBER 25, 2016  Aban 4, 1395  Muharram 23, 1438 

 IR
N

A
/ 

Ba
hm

an
 Z

ar
ei

By Jalal Heirannia
INTERVIEW

ECONOMY
d e s k

ECONOMY
d e s k

S P O R T S
d e s k

A R T
d e s k

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

TEHRAN — If there is one 
in the contemporary Iran 

who is on a par with the Iranian modernizer 
politician Amir Kabir, President Hassan Rou-

hani believes it is him. 
“Amir Kabir practiced some just flexibil-

ity (for the first time) in the history of Iran, 
helping the country to remain independ-

ent and benefit from the scientific progress 
then made in the world…” said Rouhani on 
Sunday in Markazi province, Amir Kabir ’s 
hometown.   2

Rouhani sees himself on par 
with modernizer Amir Kabir  

National National 
population population 

and and 
housing housing 
census census 

underway underway 

Iranian cinema receives five nominations at APSA

U.S. to launch cyber war on Iran if Israel enters war with Iran: commander 

TEHRAN — Arshin 
Adib-Moghaddam, head of 
the Iran center at London’s 
School of Oriental and African 
Studies, says that Internation-
al Relations (IR) is under the 
U.S. hegemony. 

“If hegemony means that 
most of the resources (richest 
universities and private foun-
dations in the world), most 
authors in the top ranked 
journals (76 percent in 12 
peer reviewed journals), and 
top universities (16 of the top 
20) come, overwhelmingly, 
from the United States, then, 

yes, American IR is hegemon-
ic,” Adib Moghaddam tells the 
Tehran Times.

Following is the text of the 
interview:

 Other than Western 
theories in IR are there any 
other non-Western theories 
which are worthy of atten-
tion?

A: A recent survey of this 
discipline serves as an entry 
into a discussion of the polit-
ical economy that underpins 
its ‘ethnocentric’ academic 
culture:

If hegemony means that 
most of the resources (richest 
universities and private foun-
dations in the world), most 

authors in the top ranked 
journals (76 percent in 12 
peer reviewed journals), and 
top universities (16 of the top 
20) come, overwhelmingly, 
from the United States, then, 
yes, American IR is hegem-
onic. U.S. scholars are recog-
nized more often as the “most 

influential” scholars in the dis-
cipline by their peers in the 
United States but also in the 
rest of the world... 

In other words, the prom-
inence and influence of U.S. 
scholars is effected by the 
political economy of the field, 
i.e. the academic and indus-
trial production of IR in the 
United States. This US-centric 
infrastructure has created a 
particularly ‘white’, almost co-
herently ‘western’ discipline. 
It is not only that the edito-
rial boards of the leading IR 
journals are primarily staffed 
by scholars residing in North 
America (and a few in West-
ern Europe).   1 3

American IR is hegemonic: Adib-Moghadam

Sense of mission leads 
young artist in way to 

promote Persian literature  

TEHRAN — Young calligrapher Amir Jalilvand, who is 
also a prominent photographer, talks about a sense of 
responsibility that leads him in a way to promote contem-
porary Persian literature in Iran today.

He believes that Iranians, many of whom nowadays 
have an academic education, are suffering from a dearth 
of minimum knowledge of their literature.

The sense pushed him to use his art in this way. The outcome 
was “The Spring of Morning”, a collection of works by contem-
porary poet Mohammad-Ali Bahmani, which was inscribed by 
a group of prominent calligraphers, including Gholam-Hossein 
Amirkhani and Abbas Akhavein.

The book, which also contains Jalilvand’s photos of 
Bahmani and the master calligraphers, was unveiled at 
Tehran’s Niavaran Cultural Center in April during a cere-
mony in which the 74-year-old poet and songwriter was 
honored for his lifetime achievements.

“There are close links between calligraphy and litera-
ture, in particular, poetry,” 32-year-old Jalilvand said in a 
recent interview with the Tehran Times.

“Many masters of Persian calligraphy have repeatedly 
inscribed the Divan of Hafez, the Rubai-

yat of Omar Khayyam, the Shahnameh 
and works of other luminaries in clas-
sical Persian literature, but no work 
by a contemporary writer had been 
calligraphed before ‘The Spring of 
Morning’ was published,” he added.

By Seyyed Mostafa Mousavi Sabet
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
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10MW of solar 
power plants 

operational by 
March: energy 

minister
TEHRAN — Solar 
power plants with a 

total generation capacity of 10 meg-
awatts will come online nationwide by 
the end of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 20, 2017), Energy Minister 
Hamid Chitchian said on Monday.

Chitchian made the remarks in the 
inauguration ceremony of the first 
1MW solar power plant in Arak, Mar-
kazi province, ISNA reported. 

He said Iran is determined to add 
7,500MW to its power production 
capacity through launching renewa-
ble power plants in the country by 
2030.

Mohammad Sadeqzadeh, the 
managing director of Renewable 
Energy Organization of Iran, Known 
as SUNA, said in July that the Is-
lamic Republic will add renewable 
energy plants with a total genera-
tion capacity of 100MW by the end 
of the current Iranian calendar year. 
He added that Iran has put pro-
ducing 5,000MW of electricity from 
renewable sources in the next five 
years on its agenda.  

Iran generates over 75,000MW 
of electricity per annum at the pres-
ent time and is scheduled to add 
47,000MW-50,000MW to this figure in 
the next ten years.

Iraqi forces advance 
toward Mosul
Baghdad denies Turkish 
participation in Mosul ops
By staff & agencies
Iraqi forces are pushing on toward the center of the stra-
tegically-important al-Hamdaniya district in the northeast of 
Iraq’s Nineveh Province, as part of operations to liberate the 
province’s capital, Mosul, and its nearby areas from the Islam-
ic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group.

On Monday, military forces and allied volunteer fighters 
closed in on the heart of the district, determined to take out 
the ISIL terrorists holed up there, Kurdish-language Rudaw 
television network reported.

The operation is part of the larger-scale push to retake 
Mosul, which the Takfiri terrorist group has declared as its 
so-called headquarters in Iraq. The city has been under ISIL 
control since 2014, when the terrorist outfit started ravaging 
the country.

Upon liberation, the district would serve as a bridgehead 
to retake Mosul.

A senior commander with the Kurdish Peshmerga fight-
ers, who are involved in the anti-terrorist operations, also 
confirmed to Rudaw that the town of Bashiqa in Nineveh’s 
Mosul district had been encircled by Kurdish forces. The net-
work tweeted that civilians trapped inside Bashiqa had raised 
white flags over their roofs to alert Peshmerga forces of their 
whereabouts.

Also on Monday, Iraqi forces entered the Bazwayah Vil-
lage, to the east of Mosul, to flush ISIL terrorists out of it. 
According to the federal police, as many as 57 from among 
84 villages located to the south of Mosul have so far been 
liberated.

The terrorists are, meanwhile, reported to have fled Mosul 
in large numbers as the group is said to have lost the power 
to confront the advancing Iraqi forces on the ground.

Citing security sources, the website of Iraqi pro-govern-
ment fighters al-Hashd al-Sha’abi), also known as the Pop-
ular Mobilization Units, said ISIL terrorists had set schools 
and mosques as well as a health center and a power station 
ablaze in the province’s al-Shourah district, located to the 
south of Mosul.

According to the federal police, al-Shourah also witnessed 
the elimination of a ISIL commander named Mohammad 
Moussa. The police and popular forces are now reportedly 
10 kilometers within the district.   1 3
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TEHRAN — Tehran 
announced on Monday 

that it welcomes efforts being made in 
Lebanon to find a way to reconcile differ-
ent political factions in the country, see-
ing it vital for the national integrity of the 
country. 

“That Lebanese parties and 
groups are getting closer to each 
other and reaching a common point 
about presidency should be wel-
come, and this will can help the na-
tional unity, stability, and security of 
Lebanon,” Foreign Ministr y spokes-
man Bahram Qassemi said. 

Lebanon has been bogged down in a 
protracted political crisis since parliament 
failed to elect a new president in 2104, af-
ter the Michel Suleiman presidency came 
to its conclusion in May 2014. 

Ever since no consensus on the head 
of stat post has been reached due to in-

ternal division and external meddling.  
However, there are high hopes the 

recent reconciliation attempts ease selec-
tion of a president for the sensitive Mid-
dle East country. 

“This is not a good message that 
Lebanon as an important country in the 
Middle East had no president,” Qassemi 
noted. 

Parliament will convene on Oct. 31 
for a session to elect the president, 
the 46th such sitting since the term 
of Suleiman expired in 2014, each of 
which failed to gain the two-thirds 
quorum needed for a vote, according 
to Reuters.

Under Lebanon's power-sharing ar-
rangement among its main sects, the 
presidency is reserved for a Maronite 
Christian, the premiership for a Sunni 
Muslim and the speaker of parliament for 
a Shiite.
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 1  Amir Kabir whose real name is 
Mirza Taghi Khan Farahani (1807-1852) 
was chancellor under Naser al-Din Shah 
Qajar, appearing to be one of the most 
capable and innovative figures in the 
whole Qajar period.

Amir Kabir is most honored for his re-
formist mindset in then dormant, backward 
society of Iran where he founded Dar al-
Fanun and published the Vaqaye-ye Ettefa-
qiyeh, the first newspaper ever. 

Soon Dar al-Fanun emerged as a science 
hub where European teachers hired by Amir 
Kabir taught science and foreign languages. 

The nuclear deal the Rouhani adminis-
tration championed with the West serves 
as a background to Rouhani’s not-so-
veiled comparison. 

Prior to the removal of U.S.-led sanctions 
against Iran, the country’s industry and economy 
was strained under the most crippling pressures. 

However, the deal laid the ground-
work for the country to re-engage with 
the global community, facilitating, inter 
alia, access to technology. 

However, the opponents inside the 
country who believe Iran should stand 
one’s own feet and see the deal in stark 
contrast to the revolutionary spirit of the 

country and its culture. 
On the contrary, Rouhani keeps 

boasting of the deal, saying internation-
al interactions help the country to obtain 
what it needs. 

“We should take the lesson that con-
structive interaction with the world means 
that while preserving our principles, eth-
ics, culture, religion, and revolution we 
can dialogue with the world and obtain 
what we need for the country’s progress,” 
Rouhani noted.  

After the nuclear deal, Iran has been 
seeking contacts with international tech-
nology moguls in a bid to overhaul its 
outdated industry. 

It is not clear what would have hap-
pened to Iran if Amir Kabir had not tak-
en the initiative to reform the society, 
Rouhani stressed, drawing a tentative 
analogy with the current situation of 
the country if the nuclear deal had not 
been inked.  

Rouhani’s remarks are supported by the 
commander of Iran’s Passive Defense Or-
ganization who had said Washington had 
planned a major attack on Iran’s infrastruc-
tural facilities in the event the nuclear nego-
tiations would have failed.

TEHRAN — The national popula-
tion and housing census is under-

way across the country. The census began on Saturday. 
Some 30,000 census takers nationwide go door to door 
to collect information. 

The number of census takers has been cut to 
half this year owing to the web-based census 
which was carried out from September 24 to 
October 21.

Some 46.4 percent of people, constituting more than 

11 million families, went for online census.
The census is being conducted every five years in 

Iran. The first nationwide census was held in 1956. This 
is the first time Iran is using online services to collect 
information.

TEHRAN — On Monday Iran reaffirmed its stance that 
no country should participate in the operation to liberate 
Mosul without the permission of the Iraqi government. 

Talking in his weekly press briefing, Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Bahram Qassemi said the war 
against terrorism is extremely important but “any co-
operation in freedom of Mosul [from ISIS] has to be 
with the permission of and coordination with the Iraqi 
government.”

Qassemi’s statement came in response to a question 
on Turkey’s insistence that its forces should participate in 
the liberation of Mosul.

“Fighting terrorism should not provide pretexts to vi-
olate territorial integrity of a country,” he added 

On the summoning of Ankara’s ambassador to Teh-
ran in protest some remarks against Iran by Turkish Dep-
uty Prime Minister Numan Kurtulmus, the spokesman 
said, “In details, the ambassador answered questions on 
various issues from Syria and Iraq to Turkey and Persian 
Gulf countries, and those he had no information on were 
sent to Ankara for clarification.”

Last Wednesday Kurtulmus said Iran’s doctrinal poli-
cies, not Turkey’s, have caused tensions in Iraq. He also 
said his country has relations with all Shia groups in Iraq 
and that Turkey will do all it can to prevent the outbreak 
of a doctrinal war in the region.

 ‘Removing visa requirement between Iran and 

Russia will take time’ 
On revocation of visa between Iran and Russia, the 

official said the process is time consuming. 
Measures have been taken to facilitate the issuance of 

visa for nationals of the two countries but visa revocation 
won’t be any time soon, Qassemi explained. 

“There is still a long way to go before seeing the ease 
on visa requirement, but the two countries are commit-
ted to working that out.” 

 ‘Caspian Sea legal status is very complex’
The spokesman also said the resolution of legal status 

of the Caspian Sea is very “complex”.
Over the past years Iran has been able to resolve 

many of the “unclear issues” surrounding the sea, “but 
we cannot expect to resolve all the remaining issues in 
two days.”  

“We need more time,” he said, hoping that in shortest 
possible time to reach an understanding with the four 
other countries on the Caspian Sea legal status.  

The Caspian Sea special working group opened its 
47th meeting in Tehran on Sunday that lasted until 
Monday. 

Ranking diplomats from the five Caspian Sea lit-

toral states - Iran, Russia, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, 
and Azerbaijan - gathered for the assembly at the 
Foreign Ministry’s Institute for Political and Interna-
tional Studies.

The working group’s sessions are part of efforts to 
draft the convention on the legal status of the Caspian 
Sea.

 ‘Zarif’s gift to Kerry’ 
On the handing of a present by Iranian Foreign Minis-

ter Mohammad Javad Zarif to his American counterpart 
back in Vienna when nuclear negotiations were under-
way, he said, “It is not at all unusual for diplomats to 
exchange gifts,” which may not be of high value in terms 
of money, and Iran is no exception. 

Zarif gave a book of Mahmoud Farshchian’s paintings 
to U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry prior to one of the 
sessions in Vienna. 

Mahmoud Farshchian is a master of Persian painting 
and miniatures.

As Zarif was explaining the drawings to Kerry, he took 
out a magnifier to see the details of the art work better.  

Kerry then praised Iranians for their precision and 
close attention to details. 

“Zarif was after passing on a message to his Amer-
ican counterpart, saying Iranians have a keen eye for 
detail and that precision has always played a vital role in 
their dialogue and negotiations too, and those days, it 
was on Iran’s nuclear issue proper calculations,” Qassemi 
explained. 

Rouhani sees himself on par with modernizer Amir Kabir  

National population and housing census underway 

Participation in Mosul liberation entails Iraqi permission: Iran
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TEHRAN — Iran’s border po-
lice chief says Tehran is in con-

stant interaction with Iraq to ensure the security 
of pilgrims flocking to the Arab country to visit the 
shrine of Imam Hussein (AS), the third Shiite Imam, 
to mark Arbaeen.

Speaking to the Tasnim on Monday, Qassem 
Rezaei underlined that the Iranian and Iraqi border 
police have recently held a meeting to coordinate 
efforts for controlling borders and establishing a 
sustainable security in the border areas.

‘Iran, Iraq 
cooperating to 
ensure security of 
Arbaeen pilgrims’
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TEHRAN — “If the world com-
munity does not manage the 

region’s migration, the flow of Afghan migrants to 
European countries is sure to increase,” Iran’s interi-
or minister told the visiting European Commission-
er for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management 
Christos Stylianides on Monday.

Iran-EU cooperation on Afghan refugee seek-
ers should increase to manage the crisis, Abdolreza 
Rahmani Fazli said, Mehr reported.

He complained that the global aid to Iran taking care 
of Afghan refugees barely covers 3 percent of the cost.

Iran urges world 
bodies to manage 
Afghan migration
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‘Izetbegovic’s 
Tehran visit a 
turning point’

TEHRAN — The Iranian ambas-
sador to Sarajevo said on Mon-

day that the visit to Tehran by Bosnia and Herzego-
vina’s President Bakir Izetbegovic marks a turning 
point for promotion of mutual ties in political, eco-
nomic and cultural arenas.

Mahmoud Heidari said Iran was among the first 
countries that recognized Bosnia and Herzegovina 
as an independent state after the breakup of Yugo-
slavia, ILNA reported.

Heidari added the two countries have enjoyed 
cordial relations during the past 25 years. 

P O L I T I C S
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Security forces 
reportedly open 
fire near Iranian 
embassy in Ankara

TEHRAN — A dozen shots were 
fired outside the Iranian embas-

sy in the Turkish capital Ankara on Monday, media 
outlets reported.

According to informed sources, the shots heard 
may have been fired by security forces at a check-
point near the embassy building to warn a suspi-
cious vehicle, Press TV reported.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qassemi 
said the ministry had not received any direct re-
ports about the incident, saying what existed was 
only on media.

P O L I T I C S
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‘Iranian-Canadian 
professor’s 
torture claim a 
sheer lie’
TEHRAN — The chief of Tehran 
Justice Department on Mon-

day denied claims by Iranian-Canadian academic 
Homa Hoodfar that she was tortured while in pris-
on in Tehran.

Hoodfar ’s claims are a “sheer lie” and “made 
as a result of animosity and hatred toward the 
Islamic Republic”, Gholam Hossein Esmaeili 
told IRNA.

Refuting her claims of musical torture, he said 
the facilities for playing music and sounds are very 
limited in Iranian prisons and they are used just for 
giving information. 

P O L I T I C S
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Tehran backs party reconciliation in 
Lebanon, sees it vital for national unity  
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BY: Marjan Golpira 

TEHRAN — Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif conferred on 

Monday with EU Humanitarian Aid Commissioner Chris-
tos Stylianides on ways to ameliorate humanitarian situ-
ation in the region.

The two sides discussed the humanitarian situation of 
the Afghan refugees living in Iran.

They further exchanged views on promoting humani-
tarian aid to conflict-torn countries, especially Syria.

“Iran has always called for ceasefire in Syria and pro-
vided humanitarian aid for it (Syria),” Zarif insisted.

The foreign minister voiced Iran’s readiness to coop-
erate with other countries in this regard.

Zarif also pointed to the deteriorating humanitarian 

crisis in Yemen, calling on all countries across the world 
to pay attention to the disastrous situation in Yemen.

Stylianides, for his part, lauded Iran’s efforts for accept-
ing Afghan refugees and sending humanitarian aid to Syria.

He also underlined Iran’s important role in the region and 
across the world. Stylianides visited a refugee camp in Kerman 
on Sunday to examine the situation of people living there.

In a meeting with Governor General of Kerman Prov-
ince Ali Reza Razm-Hosseini, the EU commissioner said 
that the European Union is aware of the high costs of 
such humanitarian acts, praising the governments that 
have given shelter to Afghan refugees. Iran and Pakistan 
have been hosting millions of Afghan refugees since the 
Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1979.

Zarif meets EU commissioner to renew humanitarian efforts
P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Fighting terrorism should not 
provide pretexts to violate 

territorial integrity of a 
country.

“We should take the lesson that constructive 
interaction with the world means that while preserving 
our principles, ethics, culture, religion, and revolution 
we can dialogue with the world and obtain what we 

need for the country’s progress,” Rouhani says.  

Lebanese members of parliament count the votes after casting their ballots to elect the new 
Lebanese president in the parliament building in downtown Beirut on April 23, 2014 (File photo).

Iran, EU to hold 
comprehensive 
talks in 
December

TEHRAN — Iran and the Eu-
ropean Union will hold a com-

prehensive round of negotiations in Brussels in 
December, Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman an-
nounced on Monday.

Bahram Qassemi said the talks will include hu-
man rights issues, among other topics, the YJC re-
ported.

The talks will not necessarily focus on the hu-
man rights as “we will have a lot of other subjects 
to raise,” he said. Qassemi added Iran will be repre-
sented at the level of deputy foreign minister.

P O L I T I C S
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Kuwait still needs to do more to com-
bat the financing of extremists, a top 
Kuwaiti official said on Monday at a 
meeting aimed at choking off funding 
for the Islamic State in Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group.

“We still have a lot to do, though we 
are satisfied with what we have done 
so far,” Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled 
al-Jarallah told reporters on the side-
line of a meeting of the so-called Coun-
ter-ISIL Finance Group (CIFG) in Kuwait 
City.

“We are ready to cooperate with 
our brothers and friends,” he said, re-
sponding to the United States criticism 
of Kuwait and Qatar over their steps to 
cut the financing of terrorists and ex-
tremists. 

Formed early last year, CIFG is led by 
the United States, Italy and the House 
of Saud regime and is made up of over 
35 countries and four international 
bodies.

Jarallah said Kuwait “has come a 
long way in introducing legislation that 
controls the collection of (charity) do-
nations”, a suspected channel of fund-

ing extremists.
The CIFG takes a global approach 

to undermining the flow of funds to the 
extremist group, according to Adam 
Szubin, U.S. Treasury's acting Under 
Secretary on Countering the Financing 
of Terrorism.

Szubin said last week that the meet-
ing in Kuwait City aims “to share infor-
mation and continue developing and 
coordinating countermeasures against 
ISIL's financial activity worldwide.”

He said the Treasury was work-
ing closely with Kuwait and Qatar in 
particular to strengthen the techni-
cal side of the fight against terror-
ism finance, but “there is room for 
improvement.”

Szubin said the effort to choke off 
funding was showing some success.

The ISIL terrorist group fighters had 
been abandoning the fight “as their 
pay and benefits have been cut and 
delayed, in what ISIL members in Mosul 
are calling a 'recession,'” he said, refer-
ring to Iraq's battle to recapture the city 
from the terrorists.

(Source: AP)

Shelling across the border between 
India and Pakistan killed two Pakistani 
civilians and an Indian soldier, military 
officials from the two sides said on 
Monday, as tension between the nucle-
ar-armed neighbors simmers.

Pakistan's military said the shelling 
hit the sectors of Harpal, Pukhlian and 
Charwah along the disputed “working 
boundary”, which separates Pakistan's 
Punjab province from Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir's Jammu region.

India's military said the firing oc-
curred in the Pura, Pargwal and 
Kanachak sectors.

Both countries have claimed the 
disputed Kashmir region in full since 
partition and independence from the 
British in 1947, but administer separate 
portions of it. They have fought two of 
their three wars over the territory.

Tensions have been strained since 
July, when Indian forces killed a young 
Kashmiri fighter, prompting mass pro-
tests in Indian-administered Kashmir. 
The resulting crackdown by security 
forces has seen at least 80 Kashmiri 
protesters killed.

Relations plummeted even further 
in September, when gunmen stormed 
an Indian military base in Uri, killing 18 
Indian soldiers, the largest such attack 
in 14 years. India blamed Pakistan for 
the attack, and in response said it had 
launched “surgical strikes” across the 
de facto border in Kashmir on Sept 29 
to target Kashmiri fighters based there. 
Pakistan denied any incursion had oc-
curred on its territory.

Pakistan's military said a one-year-
old child was among the dead in Pa-
kistan in the village of Janglora. Paki-
stani forces responded to the Indian 
firing and an exchange of fire continued 
through the night. Seven civilians were 
wounded in the firing, Pakistan said.

In India's Jammu region, a Border 
Security Force (BSF) soldier was killed 
by the Pakistani firing, while another 
was wounded, a BSF spokesman told 
Reuters. Five civilians, including two 
women and a child, were also wound-
ed, he said. He was the second BSF sol-
dier to be killed by Pakistani firing in the 
last three days, the spokesman said.

(Source: Reuters) 

At least three killed in India-Pakistan 
cross-border shelling

Kuwait admits it needs to do more 
against ISIL funding

Qatar in 3-day mourning 
after former emir's death
Qatar began three days of mourning on Monday after the 
death of former Emir Khalifa bin Hamad Al-Thani, who over-
saw the start of the country's transformation into an energy 
powerhouse.

Prayers were to take place at the national mosque with 
huge crowds expected, after which the former ruler will be 
buried. Flags on official buildings flew at half-mast.

Many Qataris took to social media to express their con-
dolences.

A state visit by Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro was 
due to go ahead on Monday, but a high-profile conference, 
involving senior FIFA and Qatar World Cup 2022 officials, 
scheduled for Tuesday was cancelled as a mark of respect.

However, schools remained open and roads were busy. 
The 84-year-old former ruler – grandfather of the current 

Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani – died on Sunday, Qatar 
News Agency said, without giving the cause.

Sheikh Tamim ordered three days of official mourning.
Prior to becoming ruler, Khalifa served as Qatar's prime 

minister and was then a pivotal figure as the tiny emirate 
established itself as a major global energy producer and sub-
sequently one of the richest countries in the world.

He took power from a cousin in February 1972, just 
months after Qatar gained independence from Britain.

 Deposed while in Europe
During his reign the state-owned Qatar Petroleum was 

set-up in 1974, followed 10 years later by Qatar Gas, now the 
world's largest liquefied natural gas company. 

He was also seen as a founding father of the Persian Gulf 
Cooperation Council, the political and economic union in-
corporating the six Arab states in the region.

But while on a private visit to Europe in 1995, Khalifa was de-
posed in a non-violent palace coup by his son, Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al-Thani, who was defense minister at the time. 

One year after his removal, an apparent failed coup was 
launched in Qatar and 19 people were subsequently charged 
for trying to return Khalifa to power.

In 2013, Sheikh Hamad handed over to Sheikh Tamim.
The deposed Sheikh Khalifa remained in exile for almost 

a decade, living in France before returning in 2004 to Qatar 
where he kept a low profile and was rarely seen in public.

At the time he was deposed, Qatar's population stood 
at around 490,000 people. Today, it is some 2.6 million, the 
majority of them foreigners.

The former emir had four wives, five sons and 10 
daughters. (Source: AFP)
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Syrian government soldiers, backed by 
fighters from popular defense groups, 
have managed to liberate a strategic 
high ground in the city of Aleppo from 
the clutches of foreign-sponsored mili-
tants amid attempts to flush the extrem-
ists out of the strategic northwestern city.

Military sources told the official news 
agency, SANA, that the government 
troops took the hilltop of Bazo on the 
southern edge of Aleppo, near military 
bases, on Monday.

Sources said after the government 
forces captured Bazo, they shelled the 
nearby militant positions.

A video footage released by the Syr-
ian army showed tanks and cannons 
pounding militants’ positions in the trou-
bled area.

The so-called Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights (SOHR) also confirmed 
that government troops have captured a 
strategic high ground in the militant-held 
parts of Aleppo.

SANA, meanwhile, said that militants 
shelled the areas under government 
control in Western Aleppo. The shelling 
killed at least one person and wounded 
seven others.

Clashes between Syrian government 
forces and militants erupted in the divid-
ed city of Aleppo after a unilateral cease-
fire announced by Russia and the Syrian 
government came to an end.

The ceasefire expired on Saturday 
evening, after a one-day extension 
on Friday. The truce was aimed at 
permitting civilians and foreign-spon-
sored militants to leave the eastern 

areas of the city.
Sergei Ryabkov, the Russian depu-

ty foreign minister, has said that Rus-
sia is not considering any extension of 
a ceasefire in Syria’s northern city of 
Aleppo.

“The question of renewing the 
humanitarian pause is not relevant 
now,” Ryabkov told Interfax news 
agency, adding, “Over the last three 
days, what was needed did not hap-
pen.”

“In order to resume it, our opponents 
need to make sure the anti-government 
groups behave properly,” the Russian 
diplomat said.

Aleppo has been divided between 
government forces in the west and the 
Takfiri terrorists in the east over the past 
few years.

The Syrian army has vowed to press 
ahead with its counter-terror operations 
and drive terrorists out of their major po-
sitions.

The terrorist groups operating in Syr-
ia have suffered major setbacks over the 
past few months as the Syrian army has 
managed to liberate more areas.

(Source: agencies)

Syrian army liberates 
strategic hilltop in Aleppo
‘Russia not mulling extension of Aleppo truce’

HRW urges investigation 
into Kirkuk airstrike
Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called for an investigation 
into a recent airstrike that targeted a Shia congregation in 
Iraq’s province of Kirkuk, which claimed the lives of over a 
dozen civilians.

On October 21, 2016, at least 15 women lost their lives and 
scores of other civilians sustained injuries in an attack on a 
mourning procession in the town of Daquq in Kirkuk.

“Even in the heat of battle, armed forces should take all 
feasible precautions to avoid harming civilians,” Lama Fakih, 
HRW’s deputy Middle East director, said on Monday.

“Iraqi forces should investigate whether this was a possible 
unlawful airstrike that killed civilians and report their findings. 
If this turns out to be their fault, they should take appropriate 
measures to compensate the victims,” she added.

“All forces carrying out ground and air attacks should be 
extremely vigilant about taking all measures to minimize ci-
vilian casualties,” said Fakih. “Any mistakes, as we have seen, 
could be deadly.”

HRW quoted residents as saying that the attack was an 
airstrike, noting that there were no apparent military targets 
in the vicinity.

Reports said fighter jets operated by the United States-led 
coalition purportedly fighting the Islamic State in Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) in Iraq had conducted the attack in 
Daquq.

A spokesperson for the coalition, however, has denied the 
reports in an email to HRW.

Iraqi forces have launched a military operation to retake 
the city of Mosul from ISIL terrorists on October 17.

They are also involved in ending an attack by ISIL sleeper 
cells in Kirkuk. (Source: Press TV)

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro's government 
committed a coup d'etat by blocking a referendum on 
removing him from power, Venezuela's opposition-ma-
jority parliament accused.

Furious over the electoral authorities' decision to sus-
pend the process of organizing a recall vote, opposi-
tion MPs on Sunday passed a resolution declaring “the 
breakdown of constitutional order” and “a coup d'etat 
committed by the Nicolas Maduro regime”.

In an emergency session on the economic and po-
litical crisis gripping the South American oil giant, MPs 
called on Venezuelans to “actively defend” the consti-
tution by protesting. They also promised to request the 
international community to “activate mechanisms” to 
restore democracy.

“A continual coup d'etat has been perpetrated in Ven-
ezuela, culminating in the decision to rob us of a recall 
referendum. We're here to officially declare the regretta-
ble and painful rupture of the constitution,” said majority 
leader Julio Borges of the center-right opposition coali-
tion, the Democratic Unity Roundtable (MUD).

Pro-Maduro politicians accused the opposition itself 
of seeking to stage a coup.

“Don't try to take advantage of these hard times to 
finish off our nation,” deputy Earle Herrera said.

Opposition politicians stopped short of voting to put 
Maduro on trial, as they had earlier threatened.

The session briefly descended into chaos when Ma-

duro supporters forced their way past security guards 
and burst into the National Assembly, a moment which 
put proceedings on hold for 45 minutes.

 Largely symbolic
Despite harsh rhetoric, the legislature's resolution is 

largely symbolic.
The Supreme Court has declared the legislative ma-

jority in contempt of court for defying it by swearing in 
three lawmakers at the center of an electoral fraud in-
vestigation.

The opposition, which says the accusations are trumped 
up, condemns the high court as a Maduro lapdog.

The court has slapped down every bill passed by the 
legislature since the opposition took control in January.

Venezuela's crisis hit a new low on Thursday when 
the National Electoral Council indefinitely suspended the 
recall referendum process after criminal courts in five 
states ruled the opposition had committed fraud in an 
initial petition drive.

Holding a recall referendum - a right guaranteed un-
der Venezuela's constitution - was the opposition's main 
strategy to get rid of the man they accuse of driving the 
once-booming country to the brink of collapse.

The opposition had been gearing up for the last hur-
dle in the complex process: a three-day drive starting on 
Wednesday to collect signatures from four million voters 
demanding a recall vote.

Now that the authorities have stymied that bid, furi-
ous opposition leaders have promised the start of a new 
wave of nationwide protests on Wednesday.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Venezuela opposition: Maduro’s government staged a coup
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120 foreign companies to 
participate in IRANPLEX2016

Iran to dispatch trade delegation 
to Eastern Europe in early Nov.

TEHRAN — Ac-
cording to an an-

nouncement by Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines and 
Agriculture (ICCIMA), a high rank-
ing trade delegation headed by 
Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Mohammad Javad Zarif will leave 
Tehran for Eastern Europe on No-
vember 7.

Aiming for development of 
economic relations and the re-
alization of post-JCPOA econom-
ic goals, the delegation will visit 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Slovakia and 
Czech Republic during November 

7 to 11.
Senior officials and representa-

tives of Iranian companies in vari-
ous spheres such as banking, en-
ergy, transportation, medical and 
pharmaceutical products, mining, 
automobile and agricultural ma-
chinery will be accompanying the 
minister.

TEHRAN — Some 
120 foreign compa-

nies will take part in the 15th Interna-
tional Exhibition of Poultry, Livestock, 
Dairy, and Related Industries to be held 
in the Iranian capital from October 27 
to 30, IRNA reported on Monday.

As reported, some 360 Iranian 
companies will attend the event as 
well to showcase their latest prod-
ucts and findings in different fields 
including production, research, ma-
chineries, equipment, related ser-
vices, veterinary medicine and vac-
cination, and etc. 

The foreign companies attending 

IRANPLEX are from Turkey, Austria, 
China, France, Spain, Belgium, Italy, 
Denmark, the Netherlands, Ger-
many, Brazil, Australia, India, South 
Korea, Hungary, Taiwan, Romania, 
Argentina, and Japan.

The exhibition is to be held at the 
Tehran International Permanent Fair-
grounds.

Shares in Hanjin tumbled nearly 12pc in morn-
ing trading after the embattled South Korean 
shipper said it would shut most of its European 
business.

The firm, once the world’s seventh-largest 
shipping company, will close 10 bases on the 
continent including its European headquarters 
in Germany, as well as offices in Spain, Hungary, 
Holland, France, the Czech Republic and Bel-
gium, as it struggles to contend with a multi-bil-
lion-dollar debt pile.

Hanjin says its UK offices in London, Manches-
ter and Felixstowe will remain open.

Barriers to cooperation between different countries’ 
financial regulators remain high, despite the shared na-
ture of risks from rapid lending growth, Bank of England 
deputy governor Minouche Shafik said on Monday.

Shafik, who is responsible for financial markets at 
the British central bank, said that even if regulators 
could control the lending by domestic banks, foreign 
lending still had a major influence on the risk of finan-
cial crises.

But regulators were understandably reluctant to 
think beyond their own borders, she said at a confer-
ence in Hong Kong hosted by the BoE, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, and the Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority.

Gold is set to advance by as much as 15 percent 
before the end of next year as the Federal Reserve goes 
slow on increasing interest rates and the dollar remains 
subdued, buoying bullion demand, according to Tem-
pleton Emerging Markets Group.

“The Fed is going to increase the rates by a little bit 
but not excessively and there is no guarantee that a rise 
in interest rates will put people off,” Executive Chairman 
Mark Mobius said in an interview at a Bloomberg event 
in Mumbai. “A lot will depend on the real rates.”

Bullion has rallied 19 percent in 2016 as concern 
over the health of the global economy, loose monetary 
policies and the U.K.’s vote to leave the European Union 
fanned demand. N
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Hanjin shares dive 
on plans to row back 
European business

Bank of England 
deputy governor sees 
barriers to global 
regulatory cooperation

Mobius says gold 
will gain in 2017 as 
Fed goes slow on 
hikes

TEHRAN — The Is-
lamic Republic of Iran 

could manage to export 221,764 tons 
of fruit in the first half of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 20- Sep-
tember 21), ISNA reported on Monday.

The exported fruits, valued at over 
$85.32 million, show 178.98 percent 
(2.5 folds) increase in terms of weight 
but 71.58 percent decrease in terms of 
value, compared to the same period 
last year.

Iranian fruits’ destinations included 
Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Australia, Af-
ghanistan, Albania, Germany, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, England, Ukraine, 
Uganda, U.S., Ireland, Bahrain, Bel-
gium, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Tajikistan, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Moldavia, China, 
Ruanda, Japan, Switzerland, Sweden, 
Iraq, Oman, Russia, France, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Qatar, Canada, Kuwait, 

Georgia, Poland, Malaysia, Norway, 
Hungary, the Netherlands, India, and 
Hong Kong.

As reported, Iran exported $28.5 
billion of non-oil goods and services 
during the first half of the current Ira-
nian calendar 1395.

“Iran’s annual non-oil exports, in-
cluding exports of services and non-oil 
goods, should witness a 20 percent rise 
by the end of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March 20, 2017) compared to 
the previous year ” the Iranian Industry 
Minister Mohammadreza Nematzadeh 
said in a ceremony held to celebrate 
the National Exports Day (October 20), 
IRNA reported last Thursday.

“According to Iran’s Sixth Five-Year 
National Development Plan (2016-
2021), the country should experience 
a 15 percent growth in non-oil exports 
each year,” Nematzadeh said.

Austrian trade delegation to 
embark for Iran 

TEHRAN — A high-ranking trade del-
egation from Austria’s Vorarlberg Com-

merce Chamber is to make a trip to Tehran in early Novem-
ber, the portal of Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industry, 
Mine, and Agriculture (TCCIMA) reported on Monday.  

The delegation comprised of Austrian businessmen and 
industrialists active in various fields such as house construc-
tion, textile, petrochemicals, machineries, services, and etc., 
will meet their Iranian counterparts in TCCIMA building on 
November 7 to negotiate future cooperation. 

Fruit exports from Iran 
above 221,000 tons in H1
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Eurozone economy picks up 
speed in Oct.
Economic activity in the eurozone accelerated at the begin-
ning of the fourth quarter, led by an upturn in Germany, ac-
cording to surveys of purchasing managers at manufacturers 
and service providers.

IHS Markit said Monday its measure of private-sector 
activity, the Composite Purchasing Managers Index, rose to 
53.7 in October from 52.6 in September, a ten-month high. 
A reading above 50.0 indicates an increase in activity. Econo-
mists polled by The Wall Street Journal had forecast a flat 
outcome.

The eurozone economy “recorded its strongest expan-
sion so far this year,” said Chris Williamson, IHS Markit’s chief 
economist. “With backlogs of work accumulating at the fast-
est rate for over five years, business activity growth and hiring 
look set to accelerate further as we head towards the end of 
the year,” he said.                                 (Source: MarketWatch)

Saudis who switched on a popular talk 
show last week to listen to officials ex-
plain why state employees had their 
take-home pay cut were in for a shock.

Within minutes of the start of 
MBC1’s “Al Thamena” program, view-
ers were told that the public sector 
was bloated. Civil Service Minister 
Khalid Al-Araj said state workers were 
productive for no more than an hour 
a day, but see their jobs as a right. 
Mohammad Al Tuwaijri, the deputy 
economy minister, said without the re-
cent austerity measures, the kingdom 
would have gone bankrupt in three to 
four years.

“Our reliance on oil is a pure de-
pendence,” Al Tuwaijri told the show’s 
host, Dawood Al Sharyan. “Economic 
diversification is basically non-existent.”

The hour-long broadcast, which 
also featured Finance Minister Ibrahim 
Al-Assaf, was an unusual attempt by a 
government not known for transpar-
ency to promote its plan to cope with 
the plunge in oil prices. The measures 
have so far focused on slashing spend-
ing on projects as well as trimming the 
public-sector wage bill in an attempt to 
lower a budget deficit that ballooned 
to about 15 percent of economic out-
put last year.

The ministers were attempting to 
“reassure their domestic audience that 
there’s a plan in place” rather than ran-
dom cuts, said Graham Griffiths, an 
analyst at Control Risks in Dubai. “Al 
Tuwaijri used the phrase that they’re 
confronting a bitter truth,” he said. 
“They’re trying to communicate that to 

the populace.”
 Internal conflict

That’s not how it came across to 
Mohammed Al Suwayed, the Riyadh-
based head of capital and money mar-
kets at Adeem Capital, who was unim-
pressed by what he saw.

The kingdom’s post-oil plan is noth-
ing more than window dressing for 
unpopular austerity measures, he said. 
Instead of presenting clear statements, 
the ministers were arguing “in front of 
everyone,” he said.

The show had the awkward effect 
of appearing to pit Al-Assaf -- whose 
decades-long stint leaves him indel-
ibly linked to many of the old policies 
-- against the recently appointed Al 
Tuwaijri -- who effectively said those 
same measures had almost led the na-
tion to ruin.

Al Tuwaijri, chief executive of HSBC 
Holdings Middle East and North Africa 
until he was appointed to the econo-
my ministry in May, dug into what he 
said had been haphazard government 
spending.

 ‘Not appropriate’
“We invested in a lot of projects, 

some of them not appropriate or 
planned for,” he said later. “Some of the 
projects were a luxury or could maybe 
be done without.”

When Al-Assaf countered that it’s 
“difficult for us to judge now” if past 
projects were economically justified, 
Al-Araj jumped in with a list of ill-fated 
investments, including a 50 million ri-
yal ($13.3 million) bridge in a remote 
corner of the country that “they don’t 

need now or in 100 years.”
The Wednesday night broadcast 

came three weeks after the cabinet sus-
pended bonuses for state employees 
and cut the salaries of ministers by 20 
percent. The steps are part of Deputy 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s 
plan to transform the economy, which 
also includes selling shares in state gi-
ant Saudi Arabian Oil Co. and setting 
up the world’s biggest sovereign wealth 
fund.

Mohammed Alyahya, a nonresident 
fellow at the Atlantic Council, praised 
the ministers’ frankness on the show. 
Transparency is “much needed” as the 
government embarks on radical struc-
tural changes, he said. Saudi Arabia 
ranks last in the world on the 2015 
Open Budget Index.

“Uncertainty has created uneasi-
ness in the business community and 
industry and among the population,” 
Alyahya said.

 Not all bad news
The program wasn’t all bad news. 

Al-Assaf told viewers that the govern-
ment has started to pay dues owed 
to contractors after months of delays. 
Saudi stocks gained more than 2 per-
cent on Thursday.

The ministers also said that some 
state employee bonuses that had been 
canceled were being reviewed and 
would be returned, and reiterated that 
a program of direct cash support would 
compensate those who need it for the 
loss of subsidized fuel and electricity.

Reaction to the show on social me-
dia, a key barometer in a nation where 

opinion polls are uncommon, suggest-
ed many were unpersuaded.

“The ministers did not succeed in 
convincing the citizen,” local newspa-
per columnist Ibrahim Al Marie wrote 
on Twitter. “They should fear God in 
their responsibilities toward the coun-
try and its people.”

In a tweet widely shared in various 
versions, others were scornful: “A guy 
with a salary of 65,000 riyals is talking 
to a guy with a salary of 115,000 riyals 
to convince a guy who makes 4,000 
that he needs to be frugal!!”

 Structural problem
Al Tuwaijri’s comment that the king-

dom had averted a bankruptcy was 
particularly controversial. In a phone 
call broadcast on “Al Thamena” this 
week, the former banker said he had 
misspoken by using such a strong 
word, “but that doesn’t mean that we 
don’t have a structural economic prob-
lem.”

Minister of State Mohammed Al 
Al-Sheikh made similar comments to 
Bloomberg in March during an inter-
view with the deputy crown prince, say-
ing the country could have gone “com-
pletely broke” by 2017.

Yet to Alyahya, the very appearance 
of the ministers demonstrated things 
are changing for the better.

“There’s definitely still remnants 
of this culture of secrecy and low-key 
operations, but that’s changing quite 
rapidly,” he said. “Three ministers today 
with Al Sharyan? I would have said you 
were joking.”

(Source: Bloomberg)

Idle workers, inevitable cuts: Ministers grade Saudi economy

German inflation could 
exceed 1% at year-end: 
Bundesbank
German inflation could exceed 1 percent for the first time 
in over 2-1/2 years at the end of 2016, the country’s central 
bank said on Monday, potentially giving it extra ammunition 
to push for a reduction in European Central Bank money 
printing.

A strong recovery in German inflation would likely give 
Bundesbank’s President and ECB rate setter Jens Weidmann 
more scope to argue for a reduction in the ECB’s bond-
buying program, a 1.7 trillion euros stimulus scheme that 
he has often criticized.

“According to current market expectations for the devel-
opment of crude oil prices, the inflation rate at the end of 
2016 could rise back to slightly above 1 percent,” the Bun-
desbank said in its monthly report.

Oil prices have rebounded to $50 per barrel, from 
around $45, since the Organization of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries agreed on Sept. 28 to reduce production.

Germany’s harmonized consumer price index rose by 0.5 
percent year on year in September, the fastest pace in more 
than a year, but it hasn’t been above 1 percent since April 
2014. Euro zone inflation was 0.4 percent last month.

The ECB, which wants to bring euro zone inflation to just 
under 2 percent, is looking at options to keep its 80-billion-
euros-a-month bond program running at least until March 
amid a scarcity of eligible bonds to buy. A decision is ex-
pected in December.

Hawkish rate setters such as Weidmann are likely to favor 
a reduction in the pace of purchases.

But in the past they were often outnumbered on the 
ECB’s Governing Council, which includes the euro zone’s 19 
national governors and the ECB’s six Executive Board mem-
bers.                                                      (Source: Reuters)

Bank of England’s Carney 
faces up to pressure from 
prices and politics
Two of the biggest bugbears for any central banker - political 
pressure and an impending surge in inflation - now loom larger 
over Bank of England Governor Mark Carney than at any time 
since he took over the central bank.

After rushing to stabilize Britain’s economy in the weeks after 
June’s vote to leave the European Union, including the BoE’s first 
rate cut since 2009, Carney faces a more nuanced but no easier 
task next week, when he will explain the Bank’s latest thinking on 
the impact of the Brexit vote.

A further cut in rates on Nov. 3, which was signaled by the 
Bank as recently as September, now looks unlikely because the 
economy seems to be slowing less than the BoE feared.

Moreover, a renewed lurch down in sterling to a fresh 
31-year low against the dollar will push the central bank to 
jack up its inflation forecast to show a bigger overshoot of 
its price target than any time since it gained independence 
in 1997.

However, Carney will probably keep alive the prospect of 
further monetary stimulus in case of weaker growth, even 
after Prime Minister Theresa May issued the government’s 
sharpest criticism of BoE action since the financial crisis.

“They may not cut rates in November, but I don’t think 
that takes a rate cut - eventually - off the table,” said Jeremy 
Lawson, chief economist at fund manager Standard Life In-
vestments. “Things are still fragile and there are plenty of 
opportunities when growth could weaken.”

Added to the mix is uncertainty about Carney’s future. Hand-
picked as governor four years ago by the now-fired finance min-
ister George Osborne, Carney has said he will announce by the 
end of the year if he will take up an option to stay an extra three 
years at the BoE or leave as planned in mid-2018.

(Source: CNBC)
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TEHRAN — Platform 
18B of Iran’s South Pars 

gas field (in the Persian Gulf ) with an ex-
traction capacity of 500 million cubic feet 
(around 14.5 million cubic meters) of gas 
was put into operation on Monday after 
62 working days to be a new record in 
hook-up and commissioning, Shana re-
ported.

According to Hassan Boyeri, opera-
tor of South Pars phases 17 and 18 de-
velopment projects, “Considering the in-
stallation of platform 18B in mid-August, 
launching this platform within this short 
period is a new record in offshore platform 
operations in South Pars which is unprec-
edented.”

“Start-up began after opening the well 
2 of the platform; the extracted gas will 
soon be sent to onshore refineries to be 
processed,” he noted.

According to Pars Oil and Gas Compa-
ny (POGC), which is in charge of South Pars 
development phases, satellite platform 18B 

was built by experts from Iran Shipbuilding 
& Offshore Industries Complex Co. (ISOI-
CO) in Bandar Abbas industrial yard. 

Also platform 17B of South Pars, which 
is the last platform of phases 17 and 18, 
was loaded from the Bandar Abbas yard 

on October 18 for delivery to its designat-
ed offshore spot.

South Pars 17 and 18 phases partly 
started operation in 2014 and now 37 mil-
lion cubic meters of gas and 40,000 barrels 
of condensate per day are being extracted 
from these phases.

According to the managing director of 
POGC, production from phases 17 and 18 
of the supergiant South Pars gas field has 
fetched the country nearly $2 billion in rev-
enues.

Phases 17&18 are to produce 50 million 
cubic meters (mcm) per day of natural gas, 
80,000 barrels per day of gas condensate, 
400 tons a day of sulfur, one million tons a 
year of ethane and 1.05 million tons a year 
of liquefied gas.

Iran’s Industrial Development and 
Renovation Organization (IDRO), IOEC, 
National Iranian Offshore Engineering 
and Construction Company (NIOEC) and 
Iranian Marine Industrial Company are in 
charge of developing phases 17&18.

South Pars platform 18B starts 
operation, registering a record

Electricity sector in Iran 
needs $25b investment by 
2021: official

TEHRAN — Some $25 billion investment 
is required in Iran’s electrify sector by 2021 

in order to materialize 5.5 percent annual growth planned 
for the country’s electrify generation, according to Houshang 
Falahatian, the Iranian deputy energy minister.

The official made the remarks in the 31st International 
Power System Conference (PSC 2016) of Iran which kicked off 
on Monday to run two days in Tehran, IRNA reported.

Of the mentioned figure, Falahatian said, $17 billion is need-
ed for electricity generation and over $7.5 billion is required in 
transmission, distribution and ultra distribution sectors.

Earlier in August Mehr news agency reported that 12 new 
power plant construction projects were inaugurated during 
the Government Week (August 23-29) and with those plants 
added to the network, Iran’s nominal electricity generation 
capacity is going to reach 80,000 megawatts (MW) in near 
future.

The country plans to boost its electricity generation ca-
pacity to more than 100,000 MW within the framework of 
the sixth Five-Year National Development Plan (2016-2021).

ECONOMY
d e s k

ECONOMY
d e s k

Oil investors are playing it safe as OPEC 
hammers out the details of a deal to trim 
output.

Money managers reduced bets on 
falling prices to the lowest since May as 
oil held above $50 a barrel, prolonging 
a rally that began when the Organiza-
tion for Petroleum Exporting Countries 
announced a deal to cut production to 
between 32.5 million and 33 million bar-
rels a day. The group plans to finalize the 
agreement at a meeting in Vienna on 
Nov. 30.

“The shorts are not laughing off this 
OPEC deal anymore,” Phil Flynn, a mar-
ket analyst at Price Futures Group in Chi-
cago, said in a phone interview. “There’s 
a growing realization that there’s going 
to be a deal to lock in production. Things 
will be relatively calm until we get the 

agreements.”
Saudi Arabia’s Energy Minister Khalid 

Al-Falih said Oct. 19 that many nations 
are willing to join OPEC in cutting pro-
duction. So far, Russia has said it’s con-
sidering taking steps to stabilize the 
market. Alexander Novak, the country’s 
energy minister, said Sunday that “many 
scenarios” are being discussed. Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, on a 
tour of oil-producing countries to boost 
support for the deal, said Oct. 21 he’s 
in favor of inviting the U.S. to the next 
OPEC meeting and creating an “alliance” 
of OPEC and non-OPEC nations.

“This week the market is in a pause 
after the run-up to $50,” said Michael 
Lynch, president of Strategic Energy & 
Economic Research in Winchester, Mas-
sachusetts. “There’s still a lot of question 

about what OPEC is actually going to 
do next month. Absent that, people are 
waiting for some more direction than we 
have now.”

In addition to slashing short bets in 
West Texas Intermediate crude by 21 
percent during the week ended Oct. 18, 
hedge funds also reduced their long po-
sitions by 3.2 percent from a two-year 
high, according to the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission. Net longs in-
creased to the highest in two years.

 Oil inventories
WTI slipped one percent during the 

report week to $50.29 a barrel. The U.S. 
benchmark rose 0.1 percent on Monday 
to $50.91 as of 9:41 a.m. London time. 
Prices reached a 15-month high on Oct. 
19 after government data showed U.S. 
crude stockpiles fell to the lowest level 

since January.
U.S. stockpiles dropped 5.25 mil-

lion barrels to 468.7 million in the week 
ended Oct. 14, according to the Energy 
Information Administration, after reach-
ing 512.1 million in late April.

“$50 will be the floor through the 
OPEC meeting, barring some spike in 
the dollar,” Price Futures Group’s Flynn 
said. “With U.S. inventories falling at 
a rapid pace, the prospect of a cut or 
freeze has real consequences.”

In other markets, net-bullish bets 
on gasoline rose 9.4 percent to 40,085 
contracts, the highest since March 2015, 
as futures climbed 1.5 percent in the 
report week. Ultra low sulfur diesel net-
longs fell seven percent to 8,439. Futures 
slipped 1.2 percent.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Oil investors ease back as market steadies before OPEC talks

Essential to address 
overcapacity with non-
OPEC countries, OPEC says
It is essential that OPEC and non-OPEC countries address overca-
pacities in the oil market, the cartel’s secretary general said before 
a meeting on Monday with Russia’s energy minister aimed at dis-
cussing coordination of output.

Russia is a crucial partner in addressing energy challenges and 
both sides are committed to stable oil markets, OPEC Secretary 
General Mohammed Barkindo said in a speech before his meet-
ing in Vienna with Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak.

Last month in Algiers, OPEC agreed modest oil output cuts. 
The goal is to cut production to a range of 32.50-33.0 million bar-
rels per day (bpd).                                                 (Source: Reuters)

South Khorasan Province Water & Wastewater Company
Tender for Prequalification and Assessment of Contractor  

To Presell Wastewater for Constructing 1st Module of Wastewater Treatment Plant in 
Sarbishe in “Buy Back” Scheme in South Khorasan Province

South Khorasan Province Water and Wastewater Company intends, according to the instruction of transferring 
projects, No. 586206 dated June 25, 2016 approved by the State Management and Planning Organization 
(MPO), to transfer privilege of using wastewater in project for the construction of 1st module of wastewater 
treatment plant in Sarbishe, South Khorasan Province to the qualified investors for a limited period through 
tender with the following terms and conditions.

A) Summary of Sales Conditions 
- Commitments of Investor 

1- Constructing wastewater treatment plants with the average capacity of 2,541 cubic meter/day, 
transferring wastewater up to the consumption site and receiving related licenses, 

2- Financing other sewage projects across the province at the sole discretion of investee 
- Commitments of Investee: Supplying and delivering wastewater according to the specifications 

mentioned in tender documents in the course of contract, obtaining relevant licenses and determining 
the projects that should be constructed out of financing scheme by investor. 

- Transferable Wastewater Volume: Max. 28 lit./second (20 lit./sec. in 2019 to 28 lit./sec. in 2025 and 
then fixed volume) 

- Location: The wastewater treatment plant is located at 2.6 km south Sarbishe, South Khorasan Province.
- Licensee/Investee: South Khorasan Province Water & Wastewater Company 
- Consulting Engineer: ARENA Consulting Engineering Company (Design and Develop Strategic Waterway)

- Financing Period for Constructing and Construction Period: 24 months 
- Period for Transferring Privilege of Using Wastewater: 15 – 25 years 
- Obtaining license from the Department of Environment (DoE) for the construction of wastewater 

treatment plants around the city and/or construction of other installations after the delivery from the 
concerned organizations shall be borne by the investor. 

B- Investors’ Terms and Conditions 
- Investor: Nongovernmental legal entities with financial power (affordability) and possibility of 

providing capital required and also a specific program for using wastewater 
C) Terms & Conditions for Receiving Documents 

The qualified and eligible investors/contractors may receive the prequalification documents from the 
following address against submitting representation letter maximum within 10 days as of publishing date 
of this advertisement in newspaper. The tender documents should be completed latest by Wednesday on 
Nov. 23, 2016 and should be submitted in signed and sealed envelope to the secretariat of South Khorasan 
Province Water and Wastewater Company at the following address: 

Province Water and wastewater Company at the following address: 
South Khorasan Province Water and Wastewater Company, Opposite Power Substation, Shohada-ye 

Ebadi Blvd., Birjand, 
Postal Code: 9719873198, Tel: 056 – 32226300 – 32438762

South Khorasan Province Water & Wastewater Company
Tender for Prequalification and Assessment of Contractor  

To Presell Wastewater for Constructing 1st Module of Wastewater Treatment Plant in 
Qaen in “Buy Back” Scheme in South Khorasan Province

South Khorasan Province Water and Wastewater Company intends, according to the instruction of transferring 
projects, No. 586206 dated June 25, 2016 approved by the State Management and Planning Organization 
(MPO), to transfer privilege of using wastewater in project for the construction of 1st module of wastewater 
treatment plant in Sarbishe, South Khorasan Province to the qualified investors for a limited period through 
tender with the following terms and conditions.

A) Summary of Sales Conditions 
- Commitments of Investor 

1- Constructing wastewater treatment plants with the average capacity of 8,481 cubic meter/day, 
transferring wastewater up to the consumption site and receiving related licenses, 

2- Financing other sewage projects across the province at the sole discretion of investee 
- Commitments of Investee: Supplying and delivering wastewater according to the specifications 

mentioned in tender documents in the course of contract, obtaining relevant licenses and determining 
the projects that should be constructed out of financing scheme by investor. 

- Transferable Wastewater Volume: Max. 93 lit./second (64 lit./sec. in 2019 to 93 lit./sec. in 2028 and 
then fixed volume) 

- Location: The wastewater treatment plant is located at 4 km northeast Qaen, Down Qaen – Hajiabad 
Road, South Khorasan Province.

- Licensee/Investee: South Khorasan Province Water & Wastewater Company 
- Consulting Engineer: ARENA Consulting Engineering Company (Design and Develop Strategic 

Waterway)
- Financing Period for Constructing and Construction Period: 24 months 
- Period for Transferring Privilege of Using Wastewater: 15 – 25 years 
- Obtaining license from the Department of Environment (DoE) for the construction of wastewater 

treatment plants around the city and/or construction of other installations after the delivery from the 
concerned organizations shall be borne by the investor. 

B- Investors’ Terms and Conditions 
- Investor: Nongovernmental legal entities with financial power (affordability) and possibility of 

providing capital required and also a specific program for using wastewater 
C) Terms & Conditions for Receiving Documents 

The qualified and eligible investors/contractors may receive the prequalification documents from the 
following address against submitting representation letter maximum within 10 days as of publishing date of 
this advertisement in newspaper. The tender documents should be completed latest by Wednesday on Nov. 
23, 2016 and should be submitted in signed and sealed envelope to the secretariat of South Khorasan 

Province Water and Wastewater Company at the following address: 
South Khorasan Province Water and Wastewater Company, Opposite Power Substation, Shohada-ye 

Ebadi Blvd., Birjand, 
Postal Code: 9719873198, Tel: 056 – 32226300 – 32438762
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By Theodore Schleifer

McCain to Trump: 
‘A concession isn’t just an 
exercise in graciousness - it 
is an act of respect’

John McCain, the failed 2008 Republican nominee, has 
some advice for Donald Trump.

“I didn’t like the outcome of the 2008 election. But I 
had a duty to concede, and I did so without reluctance,” Mc-
Cain said in a lengthy statement last Thursday. “A concession 
isn’t just an exercise in graciousness. It is an act of respect 
for the will of the American people, a respect that is every 
American leader’s first responsibility.”

The Arizona senator lost to now-President Barack Obama by 
7 percentage points eight years ago, about the margin Trump 

currently trails Hillary Clinton 
in polls with less than three 
weeks until Election Day. 

But in the third presiden-
tial debate last Wednesday 
night, Trump would not com-
mit to exiting the presidential 
election quietly, promis-
ing that he would leave the 
country “in suspense.”

“I don’t know who’s going 
to win the presidential elec-
tion. I do know that in every 
previous election, the loser 
congratulates the winner 
and calls them, ‘my presi-

dent,’” McCain said. “That’s not just the Republican way or the 
Democratic way. It’s the American way. This election must not 
be any different.” McCain, who is up for reelection this year, 
originally endorsed Trump despite his disparaging remarks 
about the Arizona senator. But McCain revoked his blessing 
in the wake of questions about Trump’s treatment of women.

Republicans largely tread carefully around the latest Trump 
comments. As of mid-day, neither House speaker Paul Ryan 
or Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell had weighed in.

Two Republican critics in the Senate, however, did.
“The American electoral process is the cornerstone of our 

democracy. Suggesting otherwise undermines an electoral 
system that is a model for nations around the world,” said 
John Thune, the no. 3 Republican in the body.

“The voters are going to decide this election, and Donald 
Trump needs to accept the outcome,” said Kelly Ayotte, who is in 
one of the country’s tightest Senate races in New Hampshire. If 
there are reports that need to be investigated, they will be, as I 
used to do as Attorney General.”                          (Source: CNN)

Egypt has witnessed a severe crisis in its relations with 
Saudi Arabia, the most potent ally of the Egyptian po-
litical regime that came to power following the June 

30, 2013, popular protests that led to the fall of the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s regime. The crisis was prompted by Egypt’s 
voting in a UN Security Council session Oct. 10 to support 
Russia’s draft resolution concerning the situation in Syria. 

The Russian draft resolution called for bringing hu-
manitarian aid into besieged areas, urging all parties to 
halt offensive operations and stressing that moderate Syr-
ian opposition forces must separate from Jabhat Fatah al-
Sham — formerly known as Jabhat al-Nusra. The draft 
was unacceptable to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which 
seeks to depose the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, and which viewed Egypt’s vote for the resolution as 
a deviation from the Arab position.

 The kingdom’s first open attack
Abdullah al-Mouallami, Saudi Arabia’s representative to the 

United Nations, launched the kingdom’s first open attack on 
Egypt, describing the Egyptian representative’s vote in the Se-
curity Council for the Russian draft resolution concerning the 
Syrian situation as “painful.” He said, “It was painful that the 
stances taken by Senegal and Malaysia were much closer to 
the agreed-upon Arab decision than the stance of an Arab 
delegate — the Egyptian one. Though this is a dark day for the 
Syrian people, they do not know the meaning of darkness or 
despair and, God Almighty permitting, will prevail.”

These aggressive statements made by the kingdom’s rep-
resentative drove the Egyptian Foreign Ministry to respond. 
Ambassador Ahmed Abu Zaid, a ministry spokesman, said 
the Saudi accusations against Egypt of deviating from the 
Arab consensus on the Syrian issue by voting for the Russian 
draft proposal were “not accurate” and “did not reflect real-
ity.” He stressed that Egypt had voted in favor of the content 
of the resolution, not the state that sponsored the draft, and 
that Egypt could never stand against a draft resolution that 
called for a cease-fire, bringing in humanitarian aid and fight-
ing the terrorism confronting the brotherly Syrian people.

The day following the Egyptian vote, Hamda Abd al-Aziz, 
the official spokesman for the Saudi Oil Ministry, said that the 
Saudi company Aramco — the largest oil company in the 
world — had informed the Egyptian General Petroleum Cor-
poration orally that it would not be exporting to Egypt petrol 
products ranging from diesel to gasoline that had been set 
monthly at 700,000 tons as part of an agreement between 
Egypt and the kingdom for a period of five years.

Abd al-Aziz added, “Aramco informed us that it would be halting 
the set shipments to Egypt throughout the month of October with-
out mentioning any reasons. We do not know whether this decision 
stems from technical reasons, commercial reasons or other reasons.”

Tweeting under the hashtag #Halting_Oil_Supplies_To_
Egypt, Saudi writer Abd al-Rahman Sa’ud discussed the decision 
to halt supplying Egypt with petrol shipments on his personal 
Twitter account. In his words, “seeking to awaken political and 
cultural elites of the time lost is less painful than the loss of billions 

of riyals, which our compatriots are in need of.” Many Egyptian 
journalists began to embark on a brutal battle with the Saudi 
kingdom over the overt pressure it was exerting on the Egyptian 
regime as well as the harsh criticisms it was leveling at Cairo.

And so on Oct. 12, media figure Ahmad Moussa, known 
for his close ties to the ruling regime in Egypt, launched a 
blistering attack on Saudi Arabia on his TV program “Suda 
al-Balad,” saying, “No one can pressure Egypt with flour, or 
petrol, or gas, or weapons or even dollars.                     13

Ibrahim Issa also attacked Saudi Arabia on the show “Al-Qahirah 
Wan-Nass,” saying, “What you’re seeing is states like Libya, 
Yemen, Iraq, Syria in civil wars because of Wahhabi policies 
in the region. Every crisis that happens in Arab countries is 

because of those policies. They caused ‘the destruction’ that 
we’re living through now in our Arab society.”

Are Egyptian-Saudi disputes just a 
passing crisis or a decisive storm?

Proudly introduces the First class luxurious 
hotel apartment located in the heart of the city 
Tehran. The newly constructed section has an 

enormous segments of rooms with all the 
amenities, Experience the TAJ MAHAL 

advantage & Hospitality 24/7

Enjoy the authentic North Iranian unique culinary, 
Experience the home made country style  recipes!!

Enjoy the original taste of India !! The professional 
chef prepares the amazing  varieties of  kebabs , 

Tandoori nans, Biryani, veg or non-veg curries and 
the famous Indian desserts.

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL 

TAJ MAHAL INDIAN RESTAURANT

TAJ MAHAL ANNOUNCES ITS SECOND RESTAURANT MAHI – MAHI 
Adress: No.29 South Sheikhbahaei Ave. Mollasadra Ave., Vanak Sq. Tehran – Iran

Http: //www.tajmahalhotel.ir                E-mail: info@tajmahalhotel.ir

Tel: (+9821) 88035444(20)    Fax: (+9821) 88057399     Cellphone: (+98910) 789 52 83  
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The recent strife between the 
White House, as one of the op-
ponents of the Justice Against 

Sponsors of Terrorism Act (JASTA) on 
the one hand, and its proponents, 
specifically the US Congress, on the 
other, which ultimately led to an over-
riding of the President’s veto, perfectly 
illuminates some of the discrepancies 
between Washington’s stated goals 
and values and their actual conduct in 
fighting terrorism. The dispute resulted 
in Congress overriding Obama’s veto 
for the first time in his presidency, and 
the President resorting to depicting 
the representatives as selfish, reelec-
tion-seeking individuals (calling the 
vote a “political” one, Obama said in 
an interview that “If you’re perceived 
as voting against 9/11 families right 
before an election, not surprisingly, 

that’s a hard vote for people to take”). 
The setting of the dispute is quite clear: 
Saudi Arabian citizens were undoubt-
edly involved in the terrorist attacks of 
9/11, therefore families of the victims 
want to be able to sue the country 
for its role and receive compensation 
for losing their loved ones. Such a 
right would seem natural for Amer-
ican citizens in any other setting, but 
here, because of the state that is in-
volved, it is blocked by the President. 
This strange-looking policy of putting 
the well-being of the relationship with 
a foreign country before the rights of 
American citizens is actually consistent 

with American foreign policy. The very 
fact that the US maintains a strong re-
lationship with a country whit whom 
shares absolutely no common value, 
and in fact harbors some complete-
ly contradictory ones, and has been 
breeding violence and terrorism not 
only in the region but on a global scale 
through its extremist Salafi ideology, 
proves that the American war on Ter-
ror is a sham.

As the various statements indicate, 
JASTA was opposed by President Oba-
ma as well as some Bush era White 
House officials because the bill allows 
for exceptions in the legal doctrine 
of foreign sovereign immunity, which 
the White House fears will make oth-
er countries retaliate, thus damaging 
the immunity the US enjoys with re-
gards to other countries. The truth is 
that this “sovereign immunity” is not 
that much of a sacred doctrine when 
it comes to actual American interac-
tions with other countries. Whether a 
country is respected via this doctrine 
depends on its type of relationship 
with the US; countries that have been 
designated the label “state sponsors of 
terrorism” are already exempted from 
this rule. The result being that Iran, a 
country that has never had any link 
whatsoever with the 9/11 attacks, was 
ordered by US District Judge George 
Daniels to pay over $10 billion to fam-
ilies of 9/11 victims, whilst the same 
judge cleared Saudi Arabia based on 
the principle of sovereign immunity. 
This is a bizarre ruling, considering 
that not only 15 of the 19 September 
11 hijackers were Saudi Arabian citi-
zens, but also that the release of the 
famous “28 pages” (pages 415-443 of 
the report of the Joint Congressional 

Inquiry on the 9/11 attacks that were 
not declassified until recently) has 
made it clear that there certainly have 
been links between September 11 ter-
rorists and Saudi officials and princes. 
On page 415, the report goes as far 
as to state that “[A]t least two of those 
individuals were alleged by some to 
be Saudi intelligence officers”. What 
all these data amount to is the insin-
cerity of the American government in 
its enforcement of the War on Terror. 
It reveals that this so called war has 
not been primarily aimed at defeating 
those who were really responsible for 
the horrific act of terror, but has been 
used as a cover for increasing Amer-
ican presence in the region. The sub-

jective label “state sponsors of terror” 
has largely been an effective tool for 
pushing this unjust war towards meet-
ing the selfish needs of the US govern-
ment. As the never-ending mayhem 
in Syria, and repeated terror attacks 
in European cities demonstrate, the 
world has turned into a much more 
dangerous place than it was when this 
campaign was begun.

On the other hand, the White House 
is afraid that the passing of JASTA will 
make the US accountable for its own 
terrorist attacks in other countries. As 
Obama has put it: “The United States 
relies on principles of immunity to pre-
vent foreign litigants and foreign courts 
from second-guessing our counterter-
rorism operations and other actions 
that we take every day.” John Bolton 
and former U.S. Attorney Michael 
Mukasey have also highlighted this 
argument in their Wall Street Journal 
op-ed: “An errant drone strike that kills 
non-combatants in Afghanistan could 
easily trigger lawsuits demanding that 
U.S. military or intelligence personnel 
be hauled into foreign courts”. The 

question here is why American “mili-
tary or intelligence personnel” should 
be getting away with killing civilians in 
the Middle East in the first place. This 
argument, and American politicians’ 
stated concerns over retaliatory ac-
tion by other countries demonstrate 
that killing civilians has become a daily 
aspect of their operations in the Mid-
dle East, with the people of the region 
having no outlet through which they 
can express their outrage.

The benefit of JASTA, irrespective 
of whether it will finally become law 
or not, is the discussions it has created 
among American politicians and their 
cold blooded confessions of how civil-
ians are being murdered in the name 
of fighting terror. The debate exposes 
the fact that the US legal system, and 
also its foreign policy apparatus are 
designed to let the real terrorists get 
away with their crimes. So whether the 
perpetuators of indiscriminate violence 
are Saudi backed al-Qaeda members 
killing American civilians, or American 
military and intelligence officers killing 
Middle Eastern civilians, American law 
and judges are on their side, ensuring 
that innocent third parties (such as the 
Islamic Republic of Iran) will receive 
full, share of the blame yet unjustified. 
For decades Saudi Arabia’s main signif-
icance in regional conflicts has been 
that it has played the role assigned to 
it by the Americans. Thus it still needs 
to be protected as long as it is capable 
of efficiently fulfilling this role.

The very fact that the US maintains a strong relationship with 
a country whit whom shares absolutely no common value, and 
in fact harbors some completely contradictory ones, and has 
been breeding violence and terrorism not only in the region 
but on a global scale through its extremist Salafi ideology, 

proves that the American war on Terror is a sham

The benefit of JASTA is the discussions it 
has created among American politicians 
and their cold blooded confessions of 

how civilians are being murdered in the 
name of fighting terror. 

Not only 15 of the 19 September 11 
hijackers were Saudi Arabian citizens, but 

also that the release of the famous “28 
pages” of Congress report on 9/11 attacks 

has made it clear that there certainly 
have been links between September 11 

terrorists and Saudi officials and princes.

The Twisted War on Terror
By  Dr. Elham Kadkhodaei
PhD in North American Studies
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Ask Us Your Required Short 
Term / Long Term Furnished 
&Unfurnished Apartments.

آپارتمان هاى كوتاه مدت و بلند مدت مبله 
و غير مبله مورد نياز خود را از ما بخواهيد.

Apt. in Nivaran
350 sq.m, 4 bdrs, furn, 

brand new, very nice view, 
outdoor pool, $4700 

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Farmanieh
2nd Fl., 300 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 

fully furn, renovated, nice balcony, 
opposite to the garden, pool, Pkg, 3500 USD

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Elahieh
300 sq.m, 4 bdrs, fully furn, 

all renovated, marble floor, $3300 
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Luxury Apt. in Elahieh
170 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 

lobby, roof garden, SPJ, $3500 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Zaferanieh
120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, mountain view, 

furn, SPJ, Pkg, garden, 
International Bldg., $2300

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh

800 sq.m built up, 4 bdrs, garden, 

outdoor pool, Pkg, Suitable for 

Residency & Embassy, $15000

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Mahmoudieh

680 sq.m built up in 1800 sq.m land, 

semi furn, 6 bdrs, nice garden, 8000 USD 

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Elahieh

500 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.m land, 

5 bdrs, unfurn, 

outdoor pool, $8000

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh

700 sq.m built up in 400 sq.m land, 

5 rooms + extra suit, 

luxury furn, SPJ, renovated, 

Pkg, cozy & quit, $14000 

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Bldg. in Zaferanieh
700 sq., land in 1000 sq.m built up, 

2 units, totally 12 rooms, 
15 Pkg spaces, completely

renovated, $12000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bld. in Elahieh
5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m, 
totally 40 rooms, large Pkg lots, 
Suitable for offices, $40 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Bld. in Jordan
All brand new, 1000 sq.m built up, 

5 units, totally 20 rooms, 
Pkg lot, 12000 USD

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bldg. in Zaferanieh
5-Storey, 10 units, each unit 210 sq.m 

with 3 rooms, SPJ, Pkg, 
green garden, almost new, 

Good for Residency or Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Aqdasiyeh
3rd Fl., 120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, 

excellent view, 1800 USD 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Andarzgoo
1st Fl., 90 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, 

Pkg, nice & cozy, $1200
Ms,Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Farmanieh
160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 

balcony, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Qeytarieh
120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn,

View of park, nice & cozy,
International Bldg., 1200 USD

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

محموديه
340 متر، 3 خواب + سوئيت مجزا، 
در مجموعه ايى خاص و بى نظير، 

فول امكانات، نوساز، %100 فروشنده
نادرنيا: 09128440152 

زعفرانيه (الف شمالى)
430 متر، 4 خواب، تكواحدى، 

3 پاركينگ، سوپر لوكس 
فربد: 09128484216

محموديه
340 متر، 3 خواب، سوئيت مجزا، 

در مجموعه اى خاص و بى نظير
نادرنيا: 09128440152

فرشته (وليعصر)
100متر، 2 خواب، طبقه بالا، نقشه عالى، 

دسترسى بى نظير، باسازى كامل
فربد: 09128484216

ولنجك (برج باغ) 
300 متر، 3 خواب، ويو عالى،

 فول امكانات، نوساز
نادرنيا: 09128440152

Administrative license Office in Jordan

1000 sq.m built up, open space, 

Pkg lot, $50 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Luxury Office in Vanak

Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg, 

Suitable for Foreign Companies 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office in Jordan

All brand new, 600 sq.m built up, 

Pkg lots, $45 per Sq.m 

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Vozara

2-Storey, each floor 500 sq.m,

flat, 15 Pkgs, renovated,

Price: $40 per each Sq.m

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Jordan

Between 100 Sq.m up to 1000 Sq.m, good 

price, Suitable for Foreign Company

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Elahieh

5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m, 

totally 40 rooms, large Pkg lots,

$40 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207
Administrative license Office in Jordan

 Brand new, 3000 sq.m built up, 

5 units, Pkg lot

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Vali-Asr 

110 sq.m, 3 rooms, furn & unfurn, 

almost new, Pkg lots, 

Price: $40 per sq.m

Ms.Diba: 09128103206



Can cleaning your 
home actually make you sick?
When it comes to health, clean is usually synonymous 
with good. After all, eating clean does wonders for our 
bodies, and cleaning our homes (even if it’s just a crazy 
weekend spree) is how we keep our living space safe and 
healthy. Right? Well, that depends.

 The need-to-know
Unfortunately, many of the household cleaning prod-

ucts we use to clean our homes are full of toxic chemi-
cals, some of which aren't even listed on the labels. In 
fact, some products labeled nontoxic or natural are a lot 
like wolves in sheep's clothing—they can appear more 
innocent than they really are.

Because labeling for these products is unregulated, 
manufacturers can simply throw buzzwords like clean, 
green, nontoxic, and natural on labels, even if the for-
mulas contain toxic chemicals and harmful ingredients, 
explains Debra Lynn Dadd, consumer advocate and 
nontoxic living expert.

That's a huge bummer for brands that are actually 
formulating safe products, because it can be hard (not to 
mention confusing!) for the average consumer to distin-
guish between them and the posers. To further compli-
cate matters, there's the great definition debate.

"There is no agreement on what toxic and nontoxic 
actually mean," Dadd says. “The legal definition of toxic 
is that it kills more than 50 percent of the animals it’s 
tested on.”

There are a variety of tests used to determine the 
toxicity of chemicals, but each has its own set of flaws, 
including animal cruelty, false assumptions, and, in some 
cases, a narrow focus on the worst-case scenario (death) 
that completely ignores other potential health effects. So 
really, you can't get too caught up in the semantics.

“We have to redefine how we look at these terms,” 
says Lara Adler, environmental toxin expert and educa-
tor. “Maybe a product isn't lethal, but it could be toxic on 
a cellular level, and that’s leading to a systemic health 
issue.”

 The real deal on the risks
Some manufacturers argue that the amount of toxic 

chemicals in a formulation is so small, it’s not harmful. 
Which might be true if we were exposed to only one 
product, just one time, over our entire lives. But the real-
ity is we're exposed to hundreds of chemicals in dozens 
of products all day, e'ry day.

“Although these toxic chemicals may be tolerated in-
dividually and in small doses, problems can arise when 
one is exposed to them in combination or in larger 
doses over a period of time,” says Frank Lipman, M.D., 
an expert in integrative and functional medicine and the 
founder of Be Well.

Adler puts it like this: Your body is like a rowboat with 
a hole in it. It's constantly filling up with water (the chemi-
cals). The smart thing to do is to fix the hole, but we’re 
spending all our energy bailing the water out to save the 
boat, and thus our bodies aren't able to naturally de-
toxify like they were made to do. In this case, you might 
not be able to plug the hole in your boat, but if you can 
at least slow the inflow of water (chemicals), then your 
body's natural process of detoxification can be far more 
effective.

Everyone’s tolerance level is different depending on 
genetics, nutritional status, and previous contacts with 
chemicals, so this type of exposure can manifest in dif-
ferent ways. Some toxic chemicals used in cleaning 
products have been linked to conditions such as birth 
defects, autoimmune disease, thyroid disorders, asthma, 
and even cancer. Lipman notes that some of the most 
common symptoms include hormone imbalance, skin ir-
ritations, allergies, and chronic inflammation.

 Your action plan
Don't throw every product out of your now-forever-

dirty windows just yet. Making healthy changes to slow 
that inflow of harmful toxins is actually way easier than 
you’d think.

1. Start small
If the thought of overhauling your entire home and 

throwing out all your cleaning products makes your 
head spin, take a deep breath. “You don’t need to do it 
all at once,” Dadd says. “Try replacing one toxic cleaning 
product this week when you stop reading this article and 
just get used to that. Then next week, replace another 
one and so on. Take it one step at a time.” So how do you 
know what to chuck? Move on to step 2.

2. Read labels.
Treat household cleaners the same way you do pack-

aged food: Pick them up and read the ingredients and 
fine print, suggests Adler. Don’t fall victim to buzzwords 
or assume complicated terms are dangerous chemicals. 
If the ingredients aren't listed, do your research. Even 
natural products use some chemicals to formulate their 
products; they just don’t use toxic chemicals.

If you really want to geek out, check out the Environ-
mental Working Group’s guide to healthy cleaning and 
handy label decoder.

3. Stick to the simple stuff 
"It’s much easier to learn what’s not toxic than it is to 

learn all the chemicals you need to avoid,” Dadd says. 
She swears by five simple and safe ingredients: baking 
soda, white vinegar, Bon Ami cleanser, organic lemons, 
and essential oils.

Orange Glo, and Method are free of the toxic chemi-
cals commonly found in most cleaning products but do 
still contain some synthetic fragrances or preservatives.

4. Rely on trustworthy resources.
Nowadays we have this crazy little thing called the 

internet, but with so much information out there, it can 
feel overwhelming. The good news is trustworthy organ-
izations and advocates have done all the hard work for 
you, so it's easier to make a change. "I recommend using 
the EWG website to help you determine which products 
are least toxic," Lipman says.

5. Change to affect change.
"The only way to really affect change in this space is 

to take action that's going to impact the manufacturer's 
bottom line," Adler says.

If you boycott buying home cleaning products with 
toxic chemicals, brands will be forced to listen and 
change formulations if they want to be profitable. Like-
wise, if you support retailers and brands that are doing 
good, the industry will take note, and hopefully, follow 
suit.

 The takeaway
We know it can feel overwhelming, but educating 

yourself and making a few small, simple changes to the 
things you buy and use every day can make a huge im-
pact on your personal health and the health of the envi-
ronment. (Source: greatist.com)

4 ways to eat your way 
to lower cholesterol
Many people can reduce cholesterol levels simply by chang-
ing what they eat. For example, if you are a fan of cheese-
burgers, eating less meat (and leaner cuts) and more vegeta-
bles, fruits, and whole grains can lower your total cholesterol 
by 25% or more. Cutting back on saturated fat (found in meat 
and dairy products) and trans fat (partially hydrogenated oils) 
can reduce cholesterol by 5% to 10%.

Here are four steps for using your diet to lower your cho-
lesterol.

Stick with unsaturated fats and avoid saturated and 
trans fats. Most vegetable fats (oils) are made up of 

unsaturated fats that are healthy for your heart. Foods that 
contain healthy fats include oily fish, nuts, seeds, and some 
vegetables. At the same time, limit your intake of foods high 
in saturated fat, which is found in many meat and dairy prod-
ucts, and stay away from trans fats. These include any foods 
made with "partially hydrogenated vegetable oils."

Get more soluble fiber. Eat more soluble fiber, such 
as that found in oatmeal and fruits. This type of 

fiber can lower blood cholesterol levels when eaten as part of 
a healthy-fat diet.

Include plant sterols and stanols in your diet. These 
naturally occurring plant compounds are similar in 

structure to cholesterol. When you eat them, they help limit 
the amount of cholesterol your body can absorb. Plant sterols 
and stanols are found in an increasing number of food prod-
ucts such as spreads, juices, and yogurts.

Find a diet that works for you. When a friend or 
relative tells you how much his or her cholesterol 

level dropped after trying a particular diet, you may be 
tempted to try it yourself. If you do, and after a few months 
you discover that you're not getting the same benefits, you 
may need to chalk it up to genetic and physiological dif-
ferences. There is no one-size-fits-all diet for cholesterol 
control. You may need to try several approaches to find 
one that works for you.

Although diet can be a simple and powerful way to im-
prove cholesterol levels, it plays a bigger role for some 
people than for others. Don't be discouraged if you have 
followed a diet but not reached your goal blood level. 
Keep it up.  (Source: Harvard Medical School)
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times1979@gmail.com

180SQ/M, 3 BEDROOMS WITH 2 BATHS, FIRST 

FLOOR, SPACIOUS AND LUXURY FURNISHED

IN A QUIET DEAD END ALLEY.  

ENGLISH SPEAKING

HS, FIRST 

RNISHED

09121116045     8871  6829

JORDAN

Advertising Dept:

times1979@gmail.com

+9821 430 51 450
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IraniaHOME
Real Estate
SH.LAVASANI

“25 years of experience”
Registered & Authorized Office

Mobile: 09123103526
Tel: 88888007
Fax: 88675936

E-mail: Info@Iraniahome.com
مالكين محترم: ويلا و آپارتمان مبله شما

 را جهت اجاره به ديپلماتها نيازمنديم
1)Fantastic Apartments 

3&4 Rooms in Farmanieh - & Elahieh
Exceptional Price, F. Furnished

2) Extraordinary
Offices 350 & 250 sq.m

Vali-e Asr, Africa, with all facilities
3) Villa in Elahie

Right Price Suitable for Companies 
& Consulate and Embassies 

Sh.lavasani 09123103526

“25 years of experience”

Since: 1969

Address: No.52, Darya-Noorani Blv.Crossroad,

Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb

Tel: 88562040 - 88562050

Since: 1969Since: 1969

No 5255252 Darya-Noorannii Blv C

villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beau�ful old trees and lush courtyard, 

swimming pool, gym and tennis court 

Mede Shah  09372748090  -  021-22051919  - Mede78@yahoo.com 

Fereshteh Bagh [Garden] Tower
350 sq.m, 4 bedrooms, super luxury, 10 sq.m balcony, fully 

furnished, chic and very beau�ful  Babak (0912-6507011)
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TEHRAN — The Tehran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines, and Ag-
riculture (TCCIMA) on Sunday hosted a 
series of meetings linked with the 7th Si-
no-Iranian friendship conference, with an 
eye to the revival of the ancient Silk Road.    

Attendees from Iran-China Friend-
ship Society (ICFS) and Chinese People’s 
Association for Friendship with Foreign 
Countries (CPAFFC) along with some of-
ficials and merchants from both nations 
are holding talks to discuss tourism and 
trade issues. 

Several speakers used the context of 
“One Belt, One Road” initiated by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping in 2013, as an 
example of the growing ties between 
Eurasian nations. 

The initiative as a development strat-
egy and framework touches on tighten-
ing connectivity and cooperation among 
Eurasian countries dotted along the an-
cient trade route by the means of both 
inland and marine courses.

ICFS Director Ahad Mohammadi 
opened the conference with a brief talk 
looking at the rich history of trade and 
culture the two countries have in com-
mon, saying: “the bilateral cooperation 
has always been on the rise over the 
course of time.”

Mohammadi also pointed to Jinping’s 
previous visit to the country, calling it a 
“turning point” and a clear sign for the 
growing mutual ties.  

CPAFFC Vice President Lin Yi also re-
ferred to “One Belt, One Road” to turn 

the spotlight on its features and benefits, 
as she foresaw a bright future for mutual 
ties in the wake of the Chinese president’s 
meetings with high-ranking Iranian au-
thorities.    

Heading a cultural and trade dele-
gation, Yi said there separate panels are 
set to scrutinize expansion of relations 
in handicrafts, tourism, as well as tech 
and trade sectors within the Sino-Iranian 
friendship conference which will come to 
an end on October 26.  

During its sojourn, the Chinese dele-
gation is also slated to pay a visit to the 
historic city of Tabriz, once a bustling 

fragment of the Silk Road. 
Amongst other speakers at the con-

ference were Bahman Eshqi, the TCCIMA 
deputy director; Xu Wei, the Chinese 
deputy ambassador; and Wang Yi Wei, 
the director of School of International 
Studies at Renmin University of China.

Iran and China mapped out a 
wide-ranging 25-year plan to broaden 
relations and expand trade during Pres-
ident Jinping’s visit to Iran in January. It 
was the first visit by a Chinese leader to 
the Islamic republic in 14 years and came 
a week after the lifting of international 
sanctions against Iran in exchange for 

curbs on its nuclear program. 
The latest official released by Iran Cus-

toms Administration demonstrate that 
China was the leading trading partner of 
Iran in the first half of the current Irani-
an calendar year, started on March 20, 
2016. China’s exports to Iran amounted 
to $4.85 billion, accounting for 23.93 
percent of Iran’s total imports in terms of 
value. 

The figures also indicate that Iran 
exported $3.99 billion of goods to 
China during the same period, ac-
counting for 18.42 percent of the 
country’s total exports.

Tehran hosts Sino-Iranian friendship 
conference as ancient Silk Road backs to life   

How to get a deal 
at local markets
Buying goods at local markets on your vacation is a tangible 
way of capturing a memory of your destination, according to 
Hannah Roth, a travel adviser with McCabe World Travel in 
McLean, Va., who specializes in creating shopping-focused 
itineraries.

“Markets can be treasure troves for locally made clothes, 
jewelry and knickknacks, and because the good ones are fre-
quented by locals, they also give shoppers a pulse of the local 
life,” she said. Here, she shares her top tips on how to find 
must-visit markets and how to shop in them once you do.

 Shop the right markets 
Big cities tend to have several dozen markets, but the 

ones around major tourist landmarks, such as La Rambla 
in Barcelona, are usually overpriced and sell unremarkable 
items like magnets and shot glasses. 

“You sometimes need to venture off the beaten path to 
find the best markets,” Ms. Roth said. In Barcelona, for ex-
ample, she suggests the market in the city’s Gothic Quarter 
where up-and-coming artisans sell their wares.

For ideas on the best ones to hit, ask your hotel concierge, 
tour guide or your travel adviser; reading travel magazines 
and blogs or simply wandering the streets and keeping your 
eyes peeled work, too.

 Look for handmade items 
Markets are gems for handmade goods that the region 

or country you’re visiting is known for. In Nairobi, Kenya, it’s 
belts, bags and necklaces that Maasai women spend up to 
several days hand-beading (these can be found at the Maas-
ai Market), and in Jodhpur, India, it’s hand-woven textiles such 
as jackets, pillow cases and rugs.

 Buyer beware 
Unless you’re with a reputable local guide or another in-

the-know local, be mindful when buying high-ticket items, 
such as fine jewelry, in markets. 

“At most markets, you can only pay in cash so if you get 
ripped off, you’re out a big chunk of money,” Ms. Roth said. Also, 
avoid vendors with advertising in English that’s marketed to 
tourists such as “Special Pricing for Americans,” especially if Eng-
lish is not the country’s primary language; you most likely won’t 
get any special pricing or find goods worth buying.

 Haggle, please 
Haggling at markets is customary and expected. For any 

item you’re interested in buying, you can generally negotiate 
a price that’s 30 percent lower than what the vendor initially 
quotes — start by offering half the quoted amount, and go 
back and forth until you settle on a price. But don’t haggle if 
you’re not serious about the item; it’s insulting to the vendor.

Airport markets count
Don’t discount markets at airports, Ms. Roth said, especially 

in smaller countries not known as shopping destinations. 
“After perusing and comparing prices throughout my trip, I have 

found some of the best shopping at airport markets,” she said. 
The goods she has picked up at the airport include a 

handmade conch shell necklace in Turks and Caicos and a 
painting in the Dominican Republic showcasing the island’s 
scenic landscape. (Source: The New York Times) 

A view of the Tabriz Historical Bazaar Complex located in northwestern 
Iranian city it is named after. The UNESCO World Heritage site is a 
heaven of  trading Persian handicrafts and visiting Iranian locals. 

Spain worries about 
tourism future
After basking in its best tourist summer season in 15 years, 
Spain now sees dark clouds on the horizon as popular des-
tinations reach saturation point and holidaymakers are more 
thrifty, industry experts say.

The 2016 summer season proved exceptionally good, with 
an influx of tourists fleeing other popular destinations recent-
ly hit by attacks, said Jose Luis Zoreda, vice-president of Ex-
celtur, the sector’s employers' association.

A combination of lower interest rates and petrol prices along 
with unrest in other Mediterranean countries benefited Spain's 
coastal regions, with their famed "sun and beaches," he said.

But he warned that "it will be difficult to reproduce this 
one-off scenario."

In the first eight months of the year, Spain saw a 10 percent 
increase in the number of tourists from 2015 -- or a total of 
52.5 million people, with the Brits in the lead.

 (Source: The Local) 

TEHRAN — South 
Korean Ambassador 

Kim Seung-Ho officially inaugurat-
ed an exhibition of Iranian wooden 
handiwork at the Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism, and Handicrafts Organization 
(CHTHO) headquarters in Tehran on 
Sunday.

CHTHO Deputy Director Bahman 
Namvar-Motlaq besides representatives 
of about 15 Koran companies attended 
the inaugural ceremony of the exhibit, 

which will run until October 26. 
In a brief interview with the IRIB, 

Seung-Ho said the embassy as well as 
Korean companies hail holding such ex-
hibits as a move to familiarize their na-
tion with Iranian handicrafts, arts, and 
traditions.  

The ambassador expressed his will-
ingness for broadening and deepening 
ties and friendship between Seoul and 
Tehran as well, adding “Iranian handi-
crafts and handwoven carpets are well 

known across the world.”
Namvar-Motlaq, for his part, raised 

the concept of handicrafts and ma-
chine-made products, calling them rath-
er supplements than contrasts, as to the 
fact that they may contribute side by 
side to enliven variety of manufactures, 
IRNA reported on Sunday. 

Namvar-Motlaq also indicated the 
CHTHO readiness to hold same exhibits 
in one of South Korean cities as well as 
other spots in Iran. 

Earlier this month, an exhibit of Ira-
nian handicrafts with focus on wood-
works was held in the city of Isfahan 
under the auspices of the South Koran 
Embassy. 

South Korean President Park 
Guen-hye paid a three-day visit to 
Iran in May. In that regard, Seung-Ho 
in an exclusive interview with the 
Tehran Times has said the president’s 
visit will “definitely open a new chap-
ter in relations”.

S. Korean envoy cuts ribbon on handicraft exhibit in Tehran
HERITAGE
d e s k

Chinese Deputy Ambassador Xu Wei (C) addresses the 7th Sino-Iranian friendship conference at Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines, 
and Agriculture on October 23, 2016.

 By Afshin Majlesi

Brazil's government is considering waiving visas for visi-
tors from the United States, Japan, Canada and Australia 
to boost tourism, and could eventually extend the plan 
to include China, a tourism ministry spokesman said on 
Monday.

The proposal by new Tourism Minister Marx Beltrao 
would extend for a 12-month trial period a visa-waiv-
er program adopted for visitors from the four countries 
during the Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro this year.

Brazil's President Michel Temer is keen to draw more 
foreign investment and visitors to Brazil to help pull Latin 
America's largest nation from its worst recession since 
the 1930s Great Depression.

In 2015, 575.800 U.S. citizens visited Brazil, less than 
10 percent of the total number of visitors to the South 
American nation. Meanwhile, the number of Brazilians 
visiting the United States soared in recent years to 2.6 
million visitors in 2014.

The visa exemptions would become permanent if the 
number of tourists rises significantly and the govern-
ments of the four countries reciprocate by removing visa 
requirements for Brazilians visitors, the spokesman said.

The minister's proposal still needs approval by other 
departments of the Brazilian government, particularly the 
foreign ministry which issues the visas and has demanded 
reciprocity to exempt U.S. citizens from needing visas.

Visitors from most Latin American and European Un-
ion nations, and Russia, do not need visas to travel to 
Brazil, but U.S. travelers have to cough up $160 for a visa 
to visit Brazil, an identical fee charged to Brazilians for 
visas to visit the United States.

The Brazilian fee was levied in retaliation for exclusion 
of Brazil from the U.S. visa waiver program.

The tourism ministry is studying the inclusion of sev-
eral other countries in its visa waiver plan, mainly China 
to try to attract some of the 100 million Chinese tourists 
that travel abroad each year, the spokesman said.

Only 55,000 Chinese citizens visited Brazil last year.
(Source: Reuters) 

Brazil plans to waive visas for visitors from U.S., Japan



Lasers have successfully recorded a 
chemical reaction that happens as fast as 
a quadrillionth of a second, which could 
help scientists understand and control 
chemical reactions.

The idea for using a laser to record 
a few femtoseconds of a molecule’s 
extremely fast vibrations as it breaks 
apart came from Kansas State Univer-
sity physicists. Chii-Dong Lin, university 
distinguished professor of physics, and 
Anh-Thu Le, research associate profes-
sor in James R. Macdonald Laboratory, 
are part of an international collabora-
tive project published in the Oct. 21 is-
sue of Science.

“If you want to see something that 
happens very, very fast, you need a tool 
that can measure a very, very tiny time 
period,” Lin said. The “only light avail-
able in femtosecond measurements is 
a laser.”

A femtosecond is one-millionth of a 
billionth of a second, which is a million 
times shorter than a nanosecond. Until 
recently, there was no way to measure 
what happens during a chemical reaction 
in that short of a period.

 Oxygen molecule
Lin’s research group made its first mo-

lecular movie of an oxygen molecule us-
ing lasers in 2012, but to record a larger 
molecule -- such as the four-atom acet-
ylene molecule -- they needed a more 
advanced laser. After five years of col-

laboration with Jens Biegert’s group from 
ICFO-The Institute of Photonic Sciences, 
a member of The Barcelona Institute of 
Science and Technology, Lin’s idea be-
came reality.

The international team used the 
molecule’s own electrons to scatter the 
molecule -- a process called mid-in-
frared laser-induced electron diffrac-
tion, or LIED -- and capture snapshots 

of acetylene as it is breaking apart. An 
intense laser is used to affect an acety-
lene molecule -- composed of two hy-
drogen atoms and two carbon atoms 
-- to strip out an electron and initiate 
the breakup of the molecule. After nine 
femtoseconds, the laser drives the free 
electron back to the elongated mole-
cule to create an image.

“Scientists will eventually be able to 
apply this tool in chemistry, biology and 
other physical sciences to look at differ-
ent types of molecules and processes,” 
Lin said.

 Multiple possibilities
According to Lin, acetylene’s four-at-

om chemical structure provides multiple 
possibilities where the bonds could break. 

Being able to measure where and 
when those breaks occur can help re-
searchers better understand chemical re-
actions, which Lin said will lead to better 
control of a reaction and is applicable to 
multiple areas of science.

“In order to control something, you 
have to know where it is first,” Lin said. 
“If you throw a ball over a house, you 
can’t see what happens to it, so you can’t 
control it anymore. But if you have a way 
to see each second of the ball in the air, 
you can figure out why it ends up where 
it does and potentially change the way 
you throw it to control the outcome or to 
influence it in real time.”

(Source: EurekAlert)

A femtosecond is one-millionth of a billionth 
of a second, which is a million times shorter 
than a nanosecond. Until recently, there was 
no way to measure what happens during a 
chemical reaction in that short of a period.

Digital nervous system 
would let buildings detect 
their own weaknesses
Researchers at MIT have developed a computational model 
that makes sense of the ambient rumblings that buildings ex-
perience everyday, finding the signals in the noise that could 
give indications of the building’s current stability.

Buildings experience 
vibrations constantly, of-
ten from nearby traffic. 
They’re built so that those 
inside don’t feel them, but 
these minor tremors move 
through floors and beams 
nonetheless. The MIT team 
used the tallest building in 
Cambridge — the Green 
Building, a 21-story research 
building designed by I.M Pei 
— as a test site, attaching 36 
accelerometers that record 
vibrations and movements 
on select floors.

“These sensors repre-
sent an embedded nervous system,” says Oral Buyukozturk, 
a professor in MIT’s Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering and co-author of a paper describing the model. 

The “challenge is to extract vital signs from the sensors’ 
data and link them to health characteristics of a building, 
which has been a challenge in the engineering community.”

Buyukozturk and his team then built a simulation of the 
Green Building. The vital signs picked up from the sensors, 
including ambient vibrations, could then be plugged into the 
simulation. “We look at the foundation level and see what 
motions a truck, for instance, caused there, and then how 
that vibration travels upward and horizontally, in speed and 
direction,” Buyukozturk says.

The model can detect minor, day-to-day changes in how 
a building sways in the wind or faces minor earthquakes. 
It could allow for a quicker realization, especially in earth-
quake-prone areas, for when a building needs to be brought 
up to code.

“I would envision that, in the future, such a monitoring 
system will be instrumented on all our buildings, city-wide,” 
says the paper’s lead author Hao Sun. 

(Source: Popular Mechanics)

Making climate change 
immediate and personally 
relevant
Computing power and closer partnerships between the pub-
lic sector and university research are driving dramatic chang-
es in the way people come to have a fuller understanding of 
the impact and dangers of climate change.

We see this firsthand with the work being done 
across the University of Miami and its Rosenstiel School 
of Marine and Atmospheric Science, in partnership with 
NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration.

“There’s no doubt that moving people to action on cli-
mate change demands extensive research and predictive 
models that are credible and replicable. That, though, is 
not enough. If we really want people to take action and 
be part of the solution, we must expand our partnerships 
and, together, share our findings in a way that demands 
attention because the data are visually compelling and 
recognized as close to home,” explained Dr. Ben Kirtman, 
Professor of Atmospheric Sciences at the Rosenstiel School 
of Marine and Atmospheric Science (RSMAS), when we 
spoke on the phone a few days ago. Kirtman is known 
internationally for his work on climate change and leads 
the University of Miami Cooperative Institute for Marine 
and Atmospheric Studies and is the Program Director for 
Climate and Environmental Hazards at UM’s Center for 
Computational Science.

 Meaningful research
“I am a mathematician and scientist by training, but I’m 

also a realist. My focus is on meaningful research, building 
knowledge and forecasting the future, not for theory but for 
the betterment of our lives and for society. Scientific research 
is essential. But science with a purpose changes lives. And 
that is crucial to spurring action on climate change,” he con-
tinued.

 “Think about it. We’re talking about human nature: 
each of us responds and acts most purposefully when 
we face a threat that is close to home and one that we 
can visualize. We see this time and time again in how 
people react when a hurricane or dangerous storm gets 
close,” Kirtman said.

Regional Climate Change Impact – Since 2011, Rosen-
stiel has had an active partnership with NOAA for which 
it provides research data and uses the unique computing 
resources that are part of UM’s Center for Computational 
Science. The result is that is that it is able to build predic-
tive models that look at marine and atmospheric changes, 
focusing on those in the immediate region and looking at 
a time horizon from three to four weeks out to a decade. 
Among others, those predictions include sea level rise, 
storm surge, extreme rainfall and the rise in ocean tem-
perature.

High Resolution Models, Maps and Photographs – Draw-
ing on the computer expertise and the raw computing power 
of the UM Center for Computational Science, the team is able 
to show how high fidelity predictive computer models are 
able to reproduce satellite images. 

The visuals and the graphics become an essential 
tool, able to make a dramatic statement on the vital 
need for action on cl imate change. And, af ter al l , 
as some have said, a picture is wor th a thousand 
words.

(Source: The Huffington Post)
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Physicists use lasers to capture first 
snapshots of rapid chemical bonds breaking

A group of citizen scientists and professional 
astronomers, including Carnegie’s Jonathan 
Gagné, joined forces to discover an unusual 
hunting ground for exoplanets. They found 
a star surrounded by the oldest known cir-
cumstellar disk — a primordial ring of gas 
and dust that orbits around a young star 
and from which planets can form as the 
material collides and aggregates.

Led by Steven Silverberg of University 
of Oklahoma, the team described a new-

ly identified red dwarf star with a warm 
circumstellar disk, of the kind associated 
with young planetary systems. Circum-
stellar disks around red dwarfs like this 
one are rare to begin with, but this star, 
called AWI0005x3s, appears to have sus-
tained its disk for an exceptionally long 
time. The findings are published by The 
Astrophysical Journal Letters.

 “Most disks of this kind fade away in less 
than 30 million years,” said Silverberg. “This 

particular red dwarf is a candidate mem-
ber of the Carina stellar association, which 
would make it around 45 million years old 
[like the rest of the stars in that group]. It’s 
the oldest red dwarf system with a disk 
we’ve seen in one of these associations.”

The discovery relied on citizen scien-
tists from Disk Detective, a project led 
by NASA/GSFC’s Dr. Marc Kuchner that’s 
designed to find new circumstellar disks. 
At the project’s website, DiskDetective.

org, users make classifications by viewing 
ten-second videos of data from NASA 
surveys, including the Wide-field Infra-
red Survey Explorer mission (WISE) and 
Two-Micron All Sky Survey (2MASS) pro-
jects. Since the launch of the website in 
January 2014, roughly 30,000 citizen sci-
entists have participated in this process, 
performing roughly 2 million classifica-
tions of celestial objects.

(Source: phys.org)

Corporations intent on making employees more en-
gaged and creative are focusing on happiness as the 
answer. Chief Happiness Officer is an actual job at many 
companies.

But most scientists say that creativity calls on persis-
tence and problem-solving skills, not positivity. Compu-
tational scientist Anna Jordanous at Kent University and 
linguist Bill Keller of Sussex University in England dug 
through through over half century of study on the cre-
ative process in various fields, and isolated 14 compo-
nents of creativity. Happiness wasn’t one of them.

Creativity is complex. The 14 components Jordanous 
and Keller found all need to work together to varying 
degrees depending on the task at hand, the research-
ers explain. None is more important than any other al-
though different creative activities — and different steps 
of a single creative effort — may demand more of one 

or another and build on each other.
Mark Davis, a psychologist at the University of North 

Texas Department of Management divides creativity into 
two phases; initial idea generation and subsequent prob-
lem-solving. His review of research on feelings and crea-
tivity concluded that a positive mood is useful when first 
brainstorming, processing information, and coming up 
with as many ideas as possible — you don’t want to bring 
judgment into that, because it could stifle idea generation.

 Overcoming obstacles
But rigor is the key to overcoming obstacles and 

completing tasks — and good mood doesn’t improve 
problem-solving, which involves judgments that almost 
by necessity won’t feel good: critique and evaluation, 
experimentation and failure. The stress that arises from 
problems may be unpleasant but it also motivates us 
to complete tasks, Davis says. In other words, negative 

emotions are actually beneficial to the creative process.
Likewise, Rice University psychology professors Jen-

nifer George and Jing Zhou have found that challenges 
don’t necessarily make us happy, but they do yield good 
creative work. That’s because, their work found, when 
bad moods or feelings are expressed they signal prob-
lems — which then inspires fixes and improvements. 
Over 160 employees reported on manager support and 
personal moods during a week while their bosses as-
sessed them on their creativity. The workers who were 
rated most creative reported experiencing both strong 
negative and positive moods and felt they had support-
ive managers. Happier workers with good bosses, how-
ever, were rated significantly less creative than those with 
mixed emotions. Employees with mixed feels and bad 
bosses rated least creative.

(Source: Quartz)

The Second Nationwide Construction 
Quality Seminar was held in IRIB Intl. 
Conferences Center on Saturday Oct. 22 
in the presence of expert officials and au-
thorities of the country. 

Vice Speaker of the Islamic Consul-
tative Assembly (Iranian Parliament) Dr. 
Pezeshkian was the first speaker who 
said: “All specialized activities should be 
delegated to the expert manpower, oth-
erwise, every plan in abnegation of ex-

pertise will doom to failure.” 
Head of Research Center for Roads, 

Housing and Urban Development Dr. 
Mohammad Shekarchizadeh was the 
next speaker who said: “Mass-housing 
construction, which accelerated in pre-
vious years, should not be stopped and 
lifetime of building should be taken into 
consideration in construction affairs.” 

Due to the saturation of construction 
in urban areas, repair and maintenance of 

buildings, upgrading inefficient city tex-
tures have been signified at the current 
situation, he opined. 

Dr. Akbar Torkan President’s senior Ad-
visor and Secretary of High Council of Free 
and Special Economic Zones and also 
head of Building Engineering Council was 
the other speaker who said: “Qualified and 
the most experienced designers should be 
hired for construction building. The design-
ers should be considered as project com-

missioner and observer. Then, quality con-
struction materials should be used.”

Of total building materials, 32 of which 
have been equipped with mandatory 
standard, he maintained. 

He put the investment volume spent 
in building industry in the field of Engi-
neering Council at approx. 800,000 bil-
lion rials while the country’s development 
budget stands at 400,000 billion rials in 
the best case.

Oldest known planet-forming disk: Citizen scientists and 
professional astronomers join forces

Scientists explain how happiness makes us less creative

2nd Nationwide “Quality” Seminar in Building Construction Holds 

Iran Khodro has topped the list of Iran’s 
leading exporters with achieving a 
100-percent growth in export last year. 

During a ceremony held on October 
20 on the occasion of National Export 
Day in the Iranian calendar, attended 
by Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani, the 

names of Iranian leading exporters were 
unveiled. 

With exporting over 10,000 vehi-
cles in the last Iranian year i.e. March 
20, 2015 to March 20, 2016, Iran Kho-
dro managed to achieve a 100 percent 
growth compared with its previous year. 

The largest car manufacturer in the 
Middle East is set to export 20,000 vehi-
cles during the current year.

Iraq, Syria, Turkmenistan and Arme-
nia have been among the main markets 
of Iran Khodro over the past few years. 
Expanding its markets to Central Asian 

countries including Kirgizstan and Azer-
baijan as well as Central and North Afri-
can countries are the main goals of this 
car company in the next few years. 

To this end, Iran Khodro exported 
over 300 units of Dena to Algeria to re-
store its markets in North Africa. 

Salient achievements of AYANDEH BANK taken in the field of 
disseminating information services in banking system of the 
country for spurring production were appreciated. 

Given the above issue, a Plaque of Appreciation 
was awarded by Mr. Mohammad-Ali Karimi Director of 
Public Relations Department of Central Bank of Iran 
(CBI) to Dr. Mahmoud Torabian Director of Public Re-
lations Department of AYANDEH Bank and expressed 
CBI’s satisfaction on the active participation of the bank 
in the field of disseminating information services in 
banking system of the country.   

Some part of the Appreciation Letter is read as 
follows: “Relying upon the assistance of the Almighty 
God, it is a matter of happiness to say that first experi-
ence of collective information dissemination of banking 
system has brought about positive feedbacks of public 
opinions and effective reflection of mass media in this 
field. For this purpose, respected Governor of the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran (CBI) Dr. Valiollah Seif has seized this 
opportunity to extend his special thanks to the senior 
management and industrious staff and personnel of 
the bank in better and successful implementation of 

this move taken by the bank in this regard.
Production Information Services Campaign was 

put into operation in line with fulfilling public re-
sponsibilities of CBI regarding promotion of public 
awareness of society in monetary and banking fields, 
disseminating public information services regarding 
the routine and daily banking activities and also rais-
ing public awareness in the banking and economic 
issues in cooperation with banks, finance and credit 
associations and also Beautification Organization of 
Municipality of Tehran.”

IKCO, Iran’s Top Exporter

CBI Appreciates Salient Achievements of AYANDEH BANK 
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Tokyo (AFP) — The first woman to 
conquer Mount Everest, Junko Tabei 
of Japan, has died aged 77, media re-
ported Saturday.

Tabei died of peritoneal cancer on 
Thursday at a hospital in Saitama, north 

of Tokyo, Japan’s pub-
lic broadcaster NHK 
and Kyodo News said, 
quoting her family.

She completed the 
first conquest of Mount 
Everest by a woman in 
1975, accomplishing 

the feat via the southeast ridge route.
She went on to conquer soaring peaks 

in several continents -- Kilimanjaro in 
Tanzania, Mount McKinley in the United 
States and the Vinson Massif in Antarctica 
-- heralding the era of women climbers. 
Even after reaching the world’s highest 
peak, the Fukushima native continued 
climbing mountains at home and abroad.

In an interview with AFP in 2003, 
she said: “I don’t have the desire to 
climb Everest again any more. If I had 
enough time and money to do so, I 
would rather climb other mountains 
that I have not attempted before.”

First woman to 
conquer Everest 

dies aged 77: reports

Rural women participated in the conference celebrating the national day of villages and nomads at Iran International 
Conference Center in Tehran on October 22, 2016. Several cultural officials as well as countrywide tribespeople and village 
dwellers attended the conference.

“There is no greater heaven than the heart of a loving mother” 
Bangambiki Habyarimana TEHRAN — The first national con-

gress on successful Iranian women is 
to be held in Tehran on January 24, 2017.

The congress focuses on women’s presence in de-

cision-makings in different levels of the social and ad-
ministrative organizations, Mehr news agency reported.

Successful women in national and international fields 
and female managers who are active in executive organ-

izations will participate in the congress.
Specialized workshops and meetings on different 

management fields will be held on the sidelines of the 
event and participants will be granted certificates.

1 in 3 U.S. women worry 
about being sexually 
assaulted: poll
About one in three women in the United States say they worry 
about being sexually assaulted, a new poll shows, as the lewd 
audio recording of Republican presidential candidate Donald 
Trump has made sexual harassment of women a major issue 
in the U.S. presidential campaign.
Thirty-four percent of American women say they are 
“occasionally” or “frequently” worried about being sexually 

assaulted, according to 
the Gallup poll conducted 
October 5-9 which included 
two days before and three 
days after the October 7 
release of audiotapes of 
Trump talking about groping 
women.
The latest figure is higher 
than the 30 percent who 
worried about sexual 
assault from 2013 through 
2015, mostly because of an 
increase in women’s concern. 
“More Americans, and more 
women, are concerned 
about sexual assault than in 
recent years,” Gallup said.
Younger women report a 
higher level of concern about 
being sexually assaulted 
compared to older women, 
the poll found.

Forty-two percent of women under the age of 50 say they 
are concerned at least occasionally about it, compared with 
25 percent of women aged 50 and older.
Overall, 20 percent of all American adults say they worry frequently 
or occasionally about being sexually assaulted. Relatively few men, 
5 percent, worry about being sexually assaulted.
Trump’s audio recordings have made the treatment of women 
and sexual assault a major issue in the U.S. presidential campaign. 
While the New York real estate magnate has said the comments 
he made in the video was just talk and he had never behaved 
in that way, more than a dozen women have gone public with 
allegations of sexual harassment against him going back more 
than 30 years.

(Source: Press TV)

Autumn cheesecake
“This is a delicious apple cheesecake that I usually make in 
the fall.”

 Ingredients:
1 cup graham cracker crumbs 
1/2 cup finely chopped pecans 
3 tablespoons white sugar 

1/2 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon 

1/4 cup unsalted butter, 
melted 

2 (8 ounce) packages 
cream cheese, softened 

1/2 cup white sugar 
2 eggs 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 

extract 
4 cups apples - peeled, 

cored and thinly sliced 
1/3 cup white sugar 
1/2 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon 
1/4 cup chopped pecans

 Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). In a large 

bowl, stir together the graham cracker crumbs, 1/2 cup 
finely chopped pecans, 3 tablespoons sugar, 1/2 teaspoon 
cinnamon and melted butter; press into the bottom of a 9 
inch springform pan. Bake in preheated oven for 10 minutes.

In a large bowl, combine cream cheese and 1/2 cup sugar. 
Mix at medium speed until smooth. Beat in eggs one at a 
time, mixing well after each addition. Blend in vanilla; pour 
filling into the baked crust.

In a small bowl, stir together 1/3 cup sugar and 1/2 
teaspoon cinnamon. Toss the cinnamon-sugar with the 
apples to coat. Spoon apple mixture over cream cheese layer 
and sprinkle with 1/4 cup chopped pecans.

Bake in preheated oven for 60 to 70 minutes. With a knife, 
loosen cake from rim of pan. Let cool, then remove the rim of 
pan. Chill cake before serving.

1st congress 
on successful 
Iranian women 
to be held

A number of Papua New Guinea wom-
en have been honored for their work 
achievements and leadership skills, in a 
country where gender inequality is rife.

The Westpac Outstanding Women 
awards, held in Port Moresby, have been 
running for 10 years in recognition of 
“quiet achievers” in the private, pubic and 
community sectors.

The organizers said the awards alum-
ni was now more than 100 strong, and 
growing each year as ranks of profession-
al women expand.

This year’s overall winner and win-
ner of the private sector award was 
Bosa Togs, the general manager of IT at 
Telikom PNG.

Ms Togs won the award after success-
fully campaigning for equal pay for wom-
en employed by Telikom.

In the past, she said, women were not 
only paid less for the same work, but did 

not qualify for other benefits because 
they were female.

Ms Togs took up the case of two fe-
male colleagues, both engineers and 
single mothers who were struggling to 
support their families.

She sought advice from women’s groups 
and then minister for women, Dame Carol 
Kidu and the Ombudsman about whether 
there was gender discrimination in Telikom’s 
employment policies. There was.

“From then on, that’s when they did 
away with the different categories of pay 
and benefits,” she said.

“Then staff were given packages so that it 
is not gender-related, it is based on merit. So 
that’s how we got equal pay.” Ms Togs said 
while things had improved, the corporate 
environment for women was still difficult.

“But it’s not that easy, especially in a tech-
nology-driven organization, with the culture 
and the way people are here,” she said.

“My former boss told me ‘with wom-
en, we sympathise with you because you’ll 
have to prove yourself twice’, which is true.

“But Telikom has changed. And the 
new CEO is a man who looks at having a 
balance between men and women, so he 
gets women more involved.”

She said the one thing that would help 
the advancement of women most would 
be a wider recognition of women “for 
who they are”.

“Women have something that men 
don’t have, that sixth sense where we bring 
people together ... out ability to love, our 
ability to embrace, our ability to recognize 
that in other people and not compete.

“If we could have a few more women 
in leadership roles, I think there would be 
a lot of changes for the better.” Echoing 
those sentiments, the public sector award 
winner, gynaecologist Dr Lutty Amos said 
there needed to be more women in sen-

ior management roles in the public health 
and education sectors.

Dr Amos was the first female doctor 
in Southern Highlands Province and now 
leads women’s health programs in the 
National Capital District.

She was recognized for starting PNG’s 
first ever public campaign about cervical 
cancer and for leading efforts to imple-
ment cancer screening.

“I believe that cervical cancer is some-
thing that a woman shouldn’t die from, 
and I’m passionate to see it end,” she said.

“I’m involved in the HPV vaccination and 
the screening and the treatment, in policy. 
I’m involved in the whole spectrum.” 

The other award winners included the 
founder of one of PNG’s biggest catering 
companies, Rita Jaima Paru, who won the 
entrepreneur award for creating Dial-a-
Lunch catering in just two years.

(Source: abc.net.au)

At least 15 women have lost their lives and scores of 
other civilians have sustained injuries when fighter jets 
operated by the so-called U.S.-led coalition struck 
a mourning procession in Iraq’s oil-rich northern 
province of Kirkuk.

Local official Amir Huda Karam said the aerial attack 
targeted a Shia place of worship in the town of Daquq, 
located approximately 180 kilometers north of the 
capital Baghdad, on Friday.

‘Not justifiable’
Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman 

Bahram Qassemi condemned the killing of Iraqi 
civilians by foreign military forces under the pretext 
of fighting terrorism, saying that no excuse can justify 
attacking innocent civilians attending a mourning 
procession.

He also offered the Islamic Republic’s condolences 
to the Iraqi government and nation over the deadly 
attack in Daquq. 

 U.S.-led strike on the heels of Daesh attack
The tragic incident came just hours after three 

Daesh Takfiri terrorists attacked a power plant in the 
town of Dibs, located 55 kilometers northwest of 
Kirkuk, and blew themselves up, killing 18 people, 
including three Iranians.

Security sources, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the slain Iranian technicians were 
carrying out maintenance at the facility.

The sources added that some of the surviving 
militants had blocked off the road between the town 

and the power station.
Crude oil production facilities were not affected as 

a result of the assault, and power supply remained 
uninterrupted.

The security sources said the situation in Kirkuk 
had largely been brought under control after Kurdish 
forces dislodged the militants from all the police and 
public buildings they had seized before dawn.

Earlier, multiple explosions ripped through Kirkuk 
and bursts of machine gun fire could be heard across 
the northeastern oil city.

Witnesses, requesting anonymity, said much 
of the fighting was focused on a government 

compound in the city.
Kirkuk Governor Najmadin Karim, however, stated 

that militants had not managed to take control of 
any government buildings in the city, located 236 
kilometers north of Baghdad.

A curfew is now in effect and streets are largely 
deserted amid fears of militant snipers.

Local authorities had earlier said some of the 
assailants were holed up in a hotel and a mosque in 
the middle of Kirkuk.

Lieutenant General Talib Shaghati, commander of 
Iraq’s Joint Operations Command, said the attackers in 
Kirkuk came from outside the city.

The Takfiri Daesh terrorist group later claimed 
responsibility for the attacks in Dibs in an online 
statement.

The assaults came four days after nearly 30,000 
army soldiers, fighters from pro-government Popular 
Mobilization Units and Kurdish Peshmerga forces 
launched a massive and multi-pronged operation to 
retake the city of Mosul from Daesh militants.

 Iraqi journalist killed in Kirkuk
Additionally, a senior correspondent for the regional 

and state-run Turkmeneli television network has been 
fatally shot by a Daesh sniper in Kirkuk.

An unnamed police colonel said 30-year-old 
Ahmet Haceroglo (seen above) was struck by a sniper 
bullet to the chest and died of his wounds as he was 
covering incidents in Kirkuk.

(Source: Press TV)

Papua New Guinea women recognized for business achievements

15 Iraqi women slain in U.S.-led airstrike in Kirkuk Province

Iraqis go through the rubble after a U.S.-led coalition 
airstrike targeted a Shia mourning ceremony in the town 
of Daquq, south of the city of Kirkuk, October 21, 2016. 
(Photo by Iraqi al-Ghadeer television channel)

Students and others demon-
strate on the Penn State cam-
pus against sexual assault on 
Friday, March 20, 2015, in 
State College, Pennsylvania. 
(Photo by AP)
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Migrants and refugees have begun ar-
riving at official meeting points set by 
French authorities as part of the full 
evacuation of the so-called Jungle camp 
in Calais.

Men and women carrying suitcases 
and bundles of possessions gathered 
early on Monday in front of a warehouse 
which is serving as the main headquar-
ters of the evacuation operation.

French authorities believe the evacu-
ation will take around three days in total.

As part of the operation, between 
6,000 and 8,000 migrants and refugees 
- mostly from Afghanistan, Sudan and Er-
itrea - will be moved to reception centers 
across France.

Al Jazeera’s David Chater, reporting from 
Calais, said an estimated 1,100 people have 
left the camp around 1500 GMT on Monday.  

Dozens of French riot police vehicles 
and other trucks carrying equipment ear-
lier set off in the direction of the opera-
tion center.

The flyers distributed on Sunday in-
structed the migrants and refugees in 
Arabic, Tigrinya, Pashto and other lan-
guages to show up at the warehouse 
from 8am local time on Monday (06:00 
GMT) with their luggage.

At the warehouse they will be sepa-
rated into four groups for families, single 

men, unaccompanied minors and other 
people considered vulnerable before 
boarding one of 60 buses that will take 
them to nearly 300 shelters nationwide.

 Child refugees
British officials have been racing to 

process child refugees seeking to be 
transferred to Britain before they become 
scattered throughout France.

By Saturday, the number of minors 
given a one-way ticket to Britain un-
der a fast-tracked process for children 

launched a week ago stood at 194, ac-
cording to France Terre d’Asile, a charity 
helping in the process.

Most have relatives across the Channel 
but 53 girls without family in Britain also de-
parted from France at the weekend.

A spokesman for Britain’s interior min-
istry confirmed it had “now started the 
process of taking in those children with-
out close family links”.

Adult migrants and refugees with rel-
atives in Britain have complained about 

being left out in the cold.
Some have pledged to keep trying to 

stow away on a truck or to jump onto a 
train entering the Channel Tunnel.

Dozens of refugees and migrants 
have died in such attempts.

The dire security and humanitarian 
situation in the Jungle - situated on a for-
mer rubbish dump where migrants and 
refugees first established a camp in the 
early 2000s - has long been a bone of 
contention between France and Britain.

Alain Juppe, the center-right front-run-
ner in next year’s French presidential 
election, has called for Britain’s border 
with France, which was extended to Cal-
ais under a 2003 accord, to be moved 
back to British soil.

The closure of the squalid camp is 
aimed at relieving tensions in the Calais 
area, yet the imminent closure of the 
camp provoked further flashes of unrest 
over the weekend, including clashes be-
tween police and dozens of protesters.

Dozens of people could be seen throw-
ing rocks at police in images broadcast on 
Sunday by the French BFMTV station. Au-
thorities responded with tear gas.

Around 1,250 police and security offi-
cials have been mobilized in order to en-
sure the smooth roll out of the operation.

(Source: agencies)
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France: Dismantling of Calais 
Jungle camp begins

Are Egyptian-Saudi 
disputes just a passing 
crisis or a decisive storm?

 6  
Egypt’s decision-making ability is independent, and no 

one may interfere in it. We don’t want help or aid from any-
one, and no interventions either. We reject all of it. Any state 
can stop to aid us if it wishes; there are plenty of others.” He 
concluded, “If Egypt wasn’t around, you wouldn’t be around. 
… Egypt’s survival means the Arab world’s survival.” Ibrahim 
Issa also attacked Saudi Arabia on the show “Al-Qahirah Wan-
Nass,” saying, “What you’re seeing is states like Libya, Yemen, 
Iraq, Syria in civil wars because of Wahhabi policies in the re-
gion. Every crisis that happens in Arab countries is because of 
those policies. They caused ‘the destruction’ that we’re living 
through now in our Arab society.”  On Oct. 13, President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi spoke about the crisis in relations between 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia at an educational seminar organized 
by the Department of Morale Affairs for the Armed Forces, 
saying, “Egypt has adopted an independent policy seeking 
to secure Arab national security through adopting a national 
vision. Our position toward the Syrian crisis is fixed and will 
not change. It relies upon finding a political solution to the 
present crisis, maintaining the unity of Syrian territories and 
respecting the will of the Syrian people. Furthermore, armed 
groups must be disarmed and Syria must be rebuilt.”

 A veiled reference
He concluded his remarks by saying that “Egypt bows to 

no one but God alone,” in a veiled reference to the pressures 
being brought to bear by the kingdom.

Prominent journalist and writer Alaa Abd al-Hadi told 
Al-Monitor, “There is certainly a crisis between Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. Denying it helps no one. However, we must 
identify the limits of this crisis and [emphasize] our ability to 
move past it. Both Egyptian and Saudi media must cease in-
flaming it further, casting blame at the other side. It is very 
unfortunate that the media, whether Egyptian or Saudi, have 
played such a fundamental role in igniting the crisis between 
the two sides and further aggravating it.”

He added, “In my estimation, the main reason for the ex-
istence of a crisis between the two countries is a combina-
tion of two main issues: Yemen and Syria. Each country has 
adopted a different approach to both the Yemeni and Syrian 
crises. In Yemen, Egypt has taken a clear direction in reject-
ing any ground intervention. Everyone knows about Egypt’s 
[negative] experience in intervening in Yemen during the era 
of President Gamal Abdel Nasser; however, the kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia supports a ground intervention in Yemen. As 
for the Syrian situation, both sides agree on the importance 
of ending the crisis and staunching the Syrians’ bleeding. 
But there is a fundamental difference between the two sides 
pertaining to the mechanism for bringing about the end of 
the crisis. Saudi Arabia believes that Assad’s regime must 
be ousted from power, while Egypt believes in purging the 
opposition [of bad actors], halting the Syrians’ bleeding and 
waging counterterrorism to solve the Syrian crisis. This crisis 
will not end unless every country understands that the other 
side is justified in establishing its own foreign policy in ac-
cordance with its independent interests and vision.”

(Source: Al Monitor)

Iraqi forces advance 
toward Mosul

 1 
Earlier in the week, the ISIL terrorists carried out a surprise 

attack on the oil-rich city of Kirkuk, which is situated in the 
nearby province of the same name.

On Friday, the provincial council’s security committee in 
Kirkuk’s neighboring province of Diyala, said security intelli-
gence showed that the attack on Kirkuk’s provincial capital 
had been personally devised by Ibrahim al-Samarrai, other-
wise known as Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of ISIL ter-
rorist group, as a plot to disrupt Mosul’s liberation.

The committee’s head Sadiq al-Hussaini also said 
continued ISIL control over the al-Hawijah district in the 
Kirkuk province threatens the two provinces, as well as 
Salahuddin (Saladin Governorate), the province lying 
between them.

While the attack has been largely foiled, sporadic clashes 
continue with ISIL elements in parts of Kirkuk.

The website of al-Hashd al-Sha’abi also reported that the joint 
military and volunteer forces had, together with popular Turkman 
fighters, killed eight of the terrorists in Kirkuk on Monday.

 Turkey & Mosul
Meanwhile, Iraq’s Joint Operations Command has denied 

a claim by the Turkish prime minister that military forces from 
his country were participating in operations to retake the 
northern city of Mosul from the ISIL terrorist group.

“The spokesman of the Joint Operations Command de-
nies Turkish participation of any kind in operations for the 
liberation of Nineveh,” a statement said, referring to the Iraqi 
province of which Mosul is the capital.

On Sunday, Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildrim had an-
nounced that Turkish troops had joined the military offensive 
by the request of Kurdish Peshmerga forces, who have been 
deployed near Mosul.

“The Peshmerga have mobilized to cleanse the Bashiqa 
region from Daesh (ISIL). They asked for help from our sol-
diers at the Bashiqa base. So we are helping the tanks with 
our artillery and howitzers there,” he said.

On Saturday, Abadi reiterated his stance on the involve-
ment of Turkish forces in the battle for Mosul, stressing that 
Iraqi forces will accomplish the task themselves.  

Mosul is Iraq’s second-largest city and the United Nations 
fears that up to a million people could be forced from their 
homes by the fighting, with 700,000 of them in need of shelter. 

Iraqi government troops, together with Sunni fighters 
and Shia forces from Popular Mobilization Units, and Kurdish 
Peshmerga fighters, are involved in a massive offensive to 
liberate Mosul.

 Iraqi Sunni fighters is a coalition between tribal Sheikhs 
that united to maintain stability in their communities 
against the ISIL. 
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The Israeli minister for military affairs says the 
regime’s next war on Gaza would be the “last” 
one, threatening to “totally destroy” the Pales-
tinian resistance movements in the blockaded 
territory.

In an interview with al-Quds newspaper on 
Monday, Avigdor Lieberman said the next war 
would be “their last. I would like to emphasize 

again: It will be their last confrontation be-
cause we will completely destroy them.”

The comments drew an angry reaction from 
Palestinian activists, who took to online social me-
dia and slammed the comments.

On the same day, the Israeli military 
launched an airstrike against what it called a 
position belonging to the Palestinian resist-

ance movement Hamas in yet another act of 
aggression against the blockaded coastal en-
clave.

No casualties were reported following the 
airstrike.

The regime’s military forces claimed a 
rocket had been fired from Gaza towards Is-
rael prior to the airstrike.

In mid-October, the United Nations Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
Nickolay Mladenov raised concerns over the 
dire conditions in Gaza and said the regime in 
Tel Aviv must understand that punitive measures 
could trigger a new conflict between Tel Aviv and 
the Palestinian resistance fighters there.

(Source: AFP)

 1 
‘International’ theories themselves are almost entirely 

written from a ‘Euro’- or Americo-centric’ perspective. 
The two most powerful paradigms, Liberalism with its 
Idealist underbelly and Realism are very different with 
regard to their theoretical and methodological rules, 
but related to the same epistemological field: their the-
oretical premises and the terms and concepts they em-
ploy are firmly rooted in the Euro-American experience 
of world politics. The very language of IR, e.g. rational 
choice, anarchy, balance-of-power, security community, 
national-interest, liberal, Westphalian nation-state etc., 
signify cultural, political and socio-economic conditions 
prevalent in eighteenth/nineteenth/twentieth century 
Europe. Naturally, they denote the realities during the 
time and at the place these theories were invented in. 
Even the seemingly universal ‘state of nature’ that Hob-
bes explained, and which has been used (some would 
say ‘abused) by ‘political realists’ to denote the ‘perenni-
al state of anarchy’ of the international system, is entirely 
populated by beasts and predators that exist in a west-
ern habitat. The Iranian cheetah, the Indian Tiger and 
the poisonous snakes of the Arabian desert are absent 
from it. Unsurprisingly then, contemporary controver-
sies in the field are primarily driven by the competition 
between Europeans and Americans, who wrangle for 
dominance over the western heritage of the discipline 
which is taken for granted

The egregious omissions of modern IR theories such 
as neo-realism have not been scrupulously exposed by 
scholarship yet, which is not at least due to the self-per-
petuating academic culture of the discipline. Even the 
caesura of the field after the demise of ‘bipolarity’, the 
idea that everything in the international system evolved 
around the Cold War between the United States and 
the Soviet Union, has not brought about radical change, 
despite some salutary movements into alternative direc-
tions spearheaded by scholars such as Richard K. Ashley, 
Robert Cox, Richard Jackson and David Campbell. So 
most critical IR scholars continue to point out that the 
‘historiographical turn’ that has only recently become a 
subject, is only recognised as such by a handful of au-
thors in Europe. Even as perceptive a theorist as Alexan-
der Wendt, who has emerged as one of the most prom-
inent proponents of ‘constructivist’ international theory, 
differentiates merely between ‘Hobbesian’, ‘Lockean’ 
and ‘Kantian’ forms of anarchy. He is not taking into con-
sideration that Ibn Khaldun, Sun Tzu or Simon Bolivar 
had very different conceptions of the nature of conflict 
between collective entities, group nations or others.

 Is there Islamic IR? And if, has any considerable 
research been done in this field?

A: Recently, there have emerged a few books on Is-
lam and international relations, but I can’t say that they 
are particularly innovative. First of all, it is an open ques-
tion whether or not we can speak of “Islamic internation-
al relations” or “Islamic foreign policies”. Nation-states 
follow what a narrow elite defines as the “national inter-
est”. It is true that one has to find out what this “interest” 
is in the first place. But however the national interest 
is defined, it is always also intertwined and interwoven 
with questions of power which is always secular. Howev-
er, as I have tried to do in my recent research: It is very 
rewarding and interesting to discern new philosophical 
insights into international relations from the writings of 
classical Muslim philosophers such as Farabi, Ibn Sina, 
Ibn Khaldun or Ibn Rushd. The intellectual merit of their 

studies remains untapped in the field of international re-
lations and I think that a major oversight. Having said 
that, there are several systematic intellectual develop-
ments in that direction: With books series such as Lucian 
Stone’s and Jason Mohaghegh’s for Bloomsburg and 
my own co-edited by Prof. Ali Mirsepassi for Cambridge 
University Press, we are experimenting with new critical, 
avant-gardist, non-Eurocentric research that acknowl-
edges the globality of human relations and the locality 
of their expressions. I think we are at the beginning of 
a great project that will radically change the way the 
“International” and West Asia and North Africa itself is 
studied. I personally wish that there would be more in-
put from Iran in that regard. I am a member of the Ira-
nian International Studies Association, but I think there 
is more scope to institutionalise our cooperation. Inter-
national relations after all, is of pre-eminent importance 
to study and understand issues of war and peace which 
affect the lives of every Iranian on a daily basis.

 What was the effect of the separation of sci-
ence from value on human life as this theory is ad-
vocated by positivism?

A: Positivism in the social sciences is a residue of the 
“enlightenment” in Europe. Without a critical interroga-
tion, offered in the post-war period by the critical the-
orists of the Frankfurt School and other critical thinkers 
such as Michel Foucault and Edward Said, positivism 
reveals a dangerous epistemology and calls for a prob-
lematic ontology. It suggests a “reality” with a lot of per-
suasion and stamina, but after critical examination that 
reality reveals itself as an ideological mirage. In particu-
lar Edward Said showed how positivism without critical 
interrogation objectifies the “other” and creates all sorts 
of misperceptions.  The following paragraphs are taken 
from my current research into this subject matter: 

Enlightenment positivism thus made possible a very 
particular methodological privilege: It arrogated to Eu-
ropeans the luxury of interpreting, judging, evaluating 
and categorising the Orient from without, from the sol-
ace of an increasingly unified ‘western’ world-view. Even 
the most prominent and canonical thinkers, such as 
James Mill, indulged in this evolving attitude. Certainly, 
it made it easier for him to write what Peter van der 
Veer termed ‘a frontal attack on both Indian traditional 
institutions and the British Orientalists whom he accused 
of defending a degraded and degrading society’ in his 
three volume History of British India (1817) without hav-
ing ever visited the country.  In his important study, van 
der Veer identifies Mill as ‘the first major thinker who 
identifies the need to push India into modernity as one 
of the main objectives of the East India Company’; the 
second being Marx of course who concurred with this 
necessity despite the different historical and cultural 
context that set him apart from Mill.  That his misrep-
resentation of India did not stem from prejudice but 
from his blind faith in causal historical explanations can 
be discerned from Wilhelm Dilthey’s note in his copy 
of Mill’s Logic where he laments that ‘Mill is dogmat-
ic because he lacks historical training’.  In other words, 
Dilthey, not a stranger to empiricist explanations himself, 
pays particular attention to Mill’s positivistic attitude, the 
blind faith in the ‘realist’ credo, the belief in causality. I 
think we can safely add to the existing literature on this 
issue that is this arrogant claim to know that turned Mill 
into one of the first prominent ‘Orientalists.’

It has been argued that ‘realist’ theories and posi-
tivist methodologies empowered nineteenth centuries 

thinkers to negate the interdependencies of human his-
tory, to artificially detach themselves from the rest of 
humanity. No wonder then that imperial fantasies were 
turned into ‘reality’ without remorse. The colonial world 
became a ‘world cut in two’ as Frantz Fanon argues, 
because blind faith in teleological reasoning and causal 
methodologies turned the Manichean world view into a 
‘quasi-reality’. This emergent epoch; Gadamer observes, 
was perceived to be the last ‘step to objective knowl-
edge of the historical world, which stands on a par with 
the knowledge of nature achieved by modern science.’  
Adorno and Horkheimer are even more forthcoming 
than Gadamer in their radical critique of the hubristic 
attitudes engendered by the Enlightenment. According 
to them, ‘calculating, instrumental, formal rationality led 
to the horrors of twentieth-century barbarism’ including 
the horrors of the holocaust: 

Man’s likeness to God consists in sovereignty over 
existence, in the countenance of the lord and master, 
and in command. 

Myth turns into enlightenment, and nature into mere 
objectivity. Men pay for the increase of their power with 
alienation from that over which they exercise their pow-
er. Enlightenment behaves toward things as a dictator 
toward men. He knows them in so far as he can ma-
nipulate them. The man of science knows things in so 
far as he can make them. In this way their potentiality 
is turned to his own ends. In the metamorphosis the 
nature of things, as a substratum of domination, is re-
vealed as always the same. This identity constitutes the 
unity of nature.     

Adorno and Horkheimer, followed by Giorgio Agam-
ben today, argue that it was in the death of God that the 
Enlightenment was born. Inevitably thus, this period had 
to entail an element of arrogance and hubris, certainly 
towards the other. Hence, from now on producing ‘al-
terity’ was professionalised. A whole array of disciplines 
chief amongst them Anthropology, Biology and later on 
the social sciences were busy turning the ‘otherness’ of 
the non-European people into an ‘objective reality’ that 
could be scientifically measured. Books such as Robert 
Brown’s, The Races of Mankind (1873), Comte de Gobi-
neau’s voluminous An essay on the Inequality of Races 
(1853-1855), Robert Knox’s The Races of Man (1850), Carl 
Linnaeus’s Systema Naturae (1735), Frederic Maryat’s Pe-
ter Simple (1834), Josiah Nott and George Gliddon’s Types 
of Mankind (1854), Edward B. Taylor’s, Anthropology: An 
Introduction to the Study of Man and Civilisation (1881) 
or Johann von Tschudi’s Travels in Peru (1847), created—
largely unconsciously— the archives of racial politics out 
of which modern political systems such as Apartheid in 
South Africa and Zionism in Israel/Palestine emerged.  If 
the optimism of this age propelled the ‘West’ to solve the 
riddle of mankind, why should it not be possible to create 
a better world for everybody? If evolution delivered homo 
sapiens why should natural perfection stop here and now? 
If England’s historical progress could be linked to the ‘Sax-
on race’, as Benjamin Disraeli wrote in his novel Tancred 
(1847), it had to be imperative, for the sake of natural pro-
gress, to subjugate the lesser peoples of the world. Indeed, 
why might there not be a transcendental homo sapiens, 
an Übermensch representing the perfect biological type 
who would rescue mankind from his ignorance? And here 
is where one has to study the link between uncritical pos-
itivism and the human tragedies such as the Holocaust or 
other forms of ethnic cleansing that were so typical for the 
history of western modernity.

Lieberman threatens Gazans with destructive war

American IR is hegemonic: Adib-Moghadam
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Juan Martín Del Potro 
beats Jack Sock in 
Stockholm Open to end 
long title wait 
Juan Martín Del Potro returned to the ATP Tour winners’ circle 
for the first time in almost three years with a straight-sets vic-
tory over Jack Sock, the 23rd-ranked American, in the final of 
the Stockholm Open. The towering Argentine, who returned to 
competitive action at Delray Beach in February after almost a 
year on the sidelines with a wrist injury, won 7-5, 6-1.

For a player whose career 
has followed a chequered 
path since 2009, when he 
bludgeoned his way past Ra-
fael Nadal and Roger Federer 
to claim the US Open title, the 
victory marked another sig-
nificant stride on the road to 
recovery.

Ranked 63rd in the world 
after three debilitating bouts 
of wrist surgery in five years 
that at times left him contem-
plating retirement, Del Potro 
needed a wild card to gain en-
try to the 250 series event, the 

lowest tier of competition on the ATP Tour. But the 28-year-old, 
who greeted the final point against Sock with joy and no little 
emotion, justified the award by beating four seeds in five rounds, 
his win over Sock following victories against Grigor Dimitrov, Ivo 
Karlovic and John Isner.

“This means something very big to me,” said Del Potro, who 
reaped maximum benefit from the unusually slow conditions at 
the Kungliga Tennishallen. “After two years with many problems 
with my wrist, coming back and playing at this level and winning 
another trophy at this unbelievable tournament is great. I’m so 
happy to win the final and show my best tennis.

“The conditions are good for me to play and I beat all the guys 
in two sets and played really good during the whole tournament.”

Sock, who survived a three-set tussle with the rising Ger-
man star Alexander Zverev in the semi-finals, struggled to make 
inroads on the powerful Argentine’s serve and faded badly – 
against the odds, it might be said, given the fluorescent pink top 
that both he and Del Potro sported – after conceding his own 
delivery for the first time at 5-5 in the opening set.

Up against a barrage of heavy forehands and booming 
serves from Del Potro, who was broken only twice all week, it 
was scant surprise when Sock was forced to seek treatment for 
an arm injury midway through the second set.

“It was a tough match,” said Sock. “His serve is massive and 
very tough to read, which put more pressure on my serve. He 
just played well today. I’ve had a long week and it might have 
caught up with me a bit.”

For Del Potro, a silver medallist at the Rio Olympics in Au-
gust, the endgame for this year remains the Davis Cup final in 
late November, when Argentina will face Croatia in Zagreb. But 
with his injuries behind him, victories over Novak Djokovic, Stan 
Wawrinka, Rafael Nadal and Andy Murray to his name in 2016, 
and now a first title since he won in Sydney in early 2014, the 
future looks promising.                                  (Source: Guardian)

Fifa Ballon D’or shortlist: 
Cristiano Ronaldo, Gareth 
Bale among nominees for 
prestigious award
Three-time world player of the year Cristiano Ronaldo will 
have to take on Real Madrid teammate Gareth Bale for the 
Ballon d’Or.

Both were on the 2016 longlist announced Monday which also 
featured Manchester City’s Sergio Aguero, Borussia Dortmund’s 
Gabon striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang and Juventus veteran 
goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon.

Manchester United’s Swedish striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic is also 
on the list, while Barcelona’s Argentine superstar Lionel Messi 
was expected to be added later.

Ballon d’Or sponsors France Football magazine, who 
are organising the trophy on their own after the end of their 
partnership with Fifa, are releasing the names of the 30 players 
in batches of five over the course of Monday.

Ronaldo, who won the award in 2008 and 2013-14, set 
himself up for a fourth Ballon d’Or when captaining Portugal to 
Euro 2016 glory and helping Real Madrid to an 11th Champions 
League triumph.

Another player to make the list is Atletico Madrid’s Antoine 
Griezmann, one of the stars for hosts and beaten finalists France 
at Euro 2016.

One man not included is Griezmann’s compatriot Karim 
Benzema, the Real Madrid striker ’s year having been 
overshadowed by the sextape blackmail affair which led to him 
being frozen out of the national team ahead of the Euros.

The winner will be determined by a vote of journalists -- 
players (national team captains) and managers will no longer 
have a say after the ending of the five-year deal between France 
football and Fifa. The first Ballon d’Or was won by Stanley 
Matthews, at the time with Blackpool, who beat Alfredo Di 
Stefano for the inaugural title in 1956.

Last year’s honour went to Ronaldo’s arch rival Messi, who 
won it for the fifth time.

Shortlist so far (released in alphabetical order)
Sergio Agüero (ARG/Manchester City), Pierre-Emerick 

Aubameyang (GAB/Borussia Dortmund), Gareth Bale (WAL/
Real Madrid), Gianluigi Buffon (ITA/Juventus), Cristiano Ronaldo 
(POR/Real Madrid), Kevin De Bruyne (BEL/Manchester City), 
Paulo Dybala (ARG/Juventus), Diego Godin (URU/Atletico 
Madrid), Antoine Griezmann (FRA/Atletico Madrid), Gonzalo 
Higuain (ARG/Juventus), Zlatan Ibrahimovic (SWE/Manchester 
United), Andrés Iniesta (ESP/Barcelona), Koke (ESP/Atletico 
Madrid), Toni Kroos (GER/Real Madrid), Robert Lewandowski 
(POL/Bayern Munich).

(Source: AFP)

Liverpool manager Juergen Klopp has 
said that he is losing respect for critics 
who continue to question his side’s 
defensive frailties.

Liverpool overcame a nervy finish to 
beat West Brom 2-1 on Saturday, but 
Gareth McAuley’s late goal denied Klopp’s 
side top spot in the Premier League table.

The Merseyside club are currently third 
in the league standings, separated from 
leaders Manchester City and second-
placed Arsenal only on goal difference 
with their backline having conceded 11 
goals in nine league games this season.

“I’ve heard this a few times and I lose 

respect when people say this. It’s not 
important because I don’t have to respect 
everybody and you can say what you want 
but I cannot say more. I am not interested,” 
Klopp told British media.

“I think 70-80 percent of the goals we 
have conceded are from set pieces. But 
they are all different and we are still working 
on it and we defended against Manchester 
United brilliantly.

“Against West Brom it was so difficult 
but we have no defensive problem.”

High-flying Liverpool have tasted defeat 
just once in the league this season against 
Burnley, and Klopp said he was not anxious 

about conceding goals as long as his side 
pick up three points.

“It is not the same problem we had 
last year. I like it more than if they created 
chances whenever they want because we 
defend like crazy,” he added.

“I’m fine with this for the moment but 
only for the moment. For now I don’t care 
how we conceded as we won and it was 
well-deserved.”

Liverpool host Tottenham Hotspur in 
the League Cup on Tuesday, before an 
away trip to Crystal Palace in the league 
on Saturday.

(Source: Reuters)

Klopp hits back at doubters for questioning Liverpool defence

Lewis Hamilton celebrated his 50th Formula One victory 
on Sunday with a pole-to-flag U.S. Grand Prix drive that 
kept his title hopes alive and trimmed Mercedes team 
mate Nico Rosberg’s lead to 26 points with three races 
remaining.

Rosberg, who had been chasing his 10th triumph of 
the season, finished second on a sunny Texan afternoon 
with a big crowd but little drama -- even if Hamilton 
spent much of it worrying about reliability.

The straightforward victory was Hamilton’s fourth 
in Texas in five seasons and ended a barren stretch for 
the triple world champion dating back to his last win in 
Germany in July.

“This has always been a good hunting ground for me,” 
said the Briton, the third driver after Michael Schumacher 
and Alain Prost to win 50 races, in a podium interview 
conducted by British actor Gerard Butler.

“I love being here in the States, it very much feels like 
home,” he added, with tennis player Venus Williams and 
skier Lindsey Vonn watching on.

“All I can do is do my best and continue to drive as 
I have this weekend,” said Hamilton, who confessed he 
had completely forgotten that it would be his 50th win. 
“Nico has been driving fantastically well all year so the 
battle will continue.”

Rosberg, finished 4.5 seconds behind and had 
dropped back to third at the start before events lent the 
German a helping hand.

Australian Daniel Ricciardo, who had seized second at 
the start, was third for Red Bull but his Dutch team mate 
Max Verstappen failed to finish due to a gearbox failure.

Rosberg, whose advantage means he can still take 
his first title without having to win again this season, 
said it was ‹damage limitation’. 

The German has 331 points to Hamilton’s 305, 
with seven points the difference between a win 
and second place.

The Mercedes drivers are the only ones in title 
contention and the team has already won the 
constructors’ championship for a third year in a row.

Hamilton, who won his third title at the circuit last 
year after a Rosberg error gifted him the race win, 
shook hands with his team mate as they waited to go 
on the podium.

The body language contrasted to the 2015 
aftermath, when Hamilton tossed Rosberg a cap 

and had it thrown back at him.
 VERSTAPPEN STOPPED 

Verstappen had pushed Rosberg hard early on but 
any hope of getting between the Mercedes drivers ended 
when he pitted with his team not expecting it.

The 18-year-old then dropped to a crawling pace before 
pulling across the gravel and parking up but marshals were 
unable to move the Red Bull to safety without the use of 
a crane, leading to a virtual safety car.

That allowed the Mercedes drivers to pit and 
gain time on Ricciardo, who had already done 
so. “They basically got a free pit stop,” said the 
exasperated Australian over the radio.

Verstappen said the team had told him to keep 
going initially.

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel finished fourth but 
a bungled stop put paid to team mate Kimi 
Raikkonen’s race with the Finn leaving before 
the wheel had been fully detached.

“I saw some sparks coming 
out. At the end of the pitlane the 
team told me to stop ... the 

rear wheel nut had not fitted properly,” said Raikkonen, who 
let the Ferrari roll back before parking up.

Ferrari were fined 5,000 euros ($5,439.00) for the 
unsafe release.

Fernando Alonso was fifth for McLaren with fellow-
Spaniard Carlos Sainz sixth for Toro Rosso and Brazilian 

Felipe Massa seventh for Williams.
Mexican Sergio Perez finished eighth 

for Force India, after fighting back from 
the rear following a first lap tangle with 
Toro Rosso’s Daniil Kvyat, and McLaren’s 
Jenson Button was ninth.

Kvyat collected a 10 second time 
penalty for causing the collision.

Frenchman Romain Grosjean 
collected a point for Haas, the first 

U.S.-owned team in 30 years who were 
making their home debut, but 

Mexican team mate Esteban 
Gutierrez failed to finish.

(Source: Reuters)

Prince Ali says FIFA 
needs to speed up reforms
Former FIFA presidential candidate Prince Ali Bin Al 
Hussein of Jordan is concerned about the pace of reform 
in world soccer’s governing body and says new president 
Gianni Infantino has “no time to lose” in bringing 
transparency to the organization.

Infantino was elected in February with the task of leading 
FIFA into calmer waters after a series of corruption scandals 
plunged the governing body into its worst crisis.

Prince Ali told Reuters in an interview that Infantino 
should focus on implementing reforms rather than issues 
such as proposals to expand the World Cup.

“I can only speculate as a new president he first has to 
look at his own administration and see what’s going on in 
there,” he told Reuters in Jordan, which is currently hosting 
the Women’s Under-17 World Cup.

The tournament is the first FIFA organized female 
World Cup in the Middle East and is considered a 
significant milestone for women in the region, long 
constrained by cultural and religious conservatism.

“Everybody is looking at FIFA and the direction it is going 
and again it’s critical time, there no time to lose.”

Soccer’s global governing body is attempting to recover 
from the worst graft scandal in its history which has seen 
42 people, including former FIFA executive committee 
members, indicted in the United States since May last year.

Criminal investigations are also under way in Switzerland, 
where FIFA has its headquarters.

Prince Ali said that as someone who had “stuck to my 
guns in terms of really supporting football and having a 
clean organization”, he knew how urgent it was to speed 
up investigations and tackle improper business practices.

“You really need to have a clean FIFA to be able to 
trickle down to our national associations” said Prince Ali, 
highlighting ongoing problems such as matchfixing.

“.. the reality is putting aside the big ideas in the World 
Cup, the real issue is the organization and cleaning it up for 
me I wish it will be more streamlined, more open and that’s 
what I am hoping will take place,” he added.

 ‘SHAME ON THE GAME’
Prince Ali said the proposal to enlarge the World Cup 

could backfire if not properly planned out, citing problems 
that faced in Brazil and South Africa.

“When it comes to FIFA, at the moment there are other 
priorities really ... my only concern is that it’s maybe more 
political and about pleasing people than what is best for the 
game,” he said. There are concerns that enlarging the World 
Cup beyond the current 32 teams would make tournaments 
less manageable and result in a drop in quality.

Prince Ali again criticized FIFA’s decision to dissolve its 
anti-racism task force.

FIFA wrote to members in September to say it was 

disbanding the task force set up by then boss Sepp 
Blatter in 2013, and declaring that it had “completely 
fulfilled its temporary mission”.

“To say the work is done and to move on is not the case 
...racism and discrimination is everywhere and really needs 
to be a staple part of FIFA mission for the future,” he added.

“I see racism and discrimination is prevalent in a lot of 
places and that’s a shame on the game and FIFA has a 
responsibility to tackle it in every way it can ...

“Combating it is not about slogans it’s about real work...,” 
he added.                                                  (Source: Reuters)
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Africa’s ticket to Japan 
punched
Mamelodi Sundowns will be the first South African club to play 
at the FIFA Club World Cup after winning the CAF Champions 
League on Sunday. Even though the ‘Brazilians’, as they are 
known, were beaten 1-0 by Egyptian giants Zamalek in Alex-
andria, they won 3-1 on aggregate after a convincing first-leg 
victory in South Africa last weekend. 

 Close, but not close enough
Zamalek coach Moemen Soliman made several changes to 

the side, bringing in Ahmed Dwidar to stabilise the defence and 
starting with playmaker Mostafa Fathi for Shikabala. The home 
side also started the game with 
Mahmoud ‘Gennesh’ in goal 
instead of Ahmed El Shenawy, 
who had gifted Sundowns the 
second goal in the 3-0 defeat 
in the first leg. Gennesh had 
very little to do throughout 
most of the first half though, 
as the White Knights took the 
game to the visitors, chasing 
an unlikely three-goal victory 
that would allow them to win 
a sixth African title. 

They were nearly rewarded 
early on, when Nigerian strik-
er Stanley Ohawuchi suddenly 
found himself with only goalkeeper Denis Onyango to beat after 
getting past Thabo Nthethe and Ivorian defender Soumahoro 
Bangaly. But instead of scoring the opener that would have 
boosted Zamalek’s confidence, he put the ball wide. 

Sundowns’ hopes of becoming only the second South African 
club, after Orlando Pirates, to win the showpiece event of Afri-
can club football suffered a set-back midway through the first half 
when Onyango had to be taken off injured. He was replaced by 
the highly experienced Wayne Sandilands. South African Foot-
baller of the Year Khama Billiat had the first good chance for Sun-
downs shortly afterwards when he forced a good save from Gen-
nesh, who was fortunate just before the break when a Billiat shot 
was deflected against the crossbar and over the line for a corner. 

Zamalek continued pushing forward after the break, but struggled 
to find a way through a compact defence. They were finally rewarded 
for their efforts in the 64th minute when Ohawuchi found the net with 
a shot from outside the area. Needing two more goals to stand a 
chance of a sensational comeback, Zamalek pushed even more play-
ers forward. Substitute Emmanuel Manyuka thought he had scored 
a second with six minutes to go, but the ball was cleared off the line. 

 Moment of the game
Needing to make up a three-goal deficit, Zamalek always 

knew that they had to start strongly if they wanted to have any 
chance of snatching the title away from Sundowns. Cheered on 
by a capacity crowd of over 80,000 in the Borg El-Arab Stadi-
um, the home side dominated play from early on. They near-
ly snatched the all-important lead in the 12th minute when 
Ohawuchi managed to penetrate the Sundowns area, going 
past Nthethe and Bangaly. But with the goal at his mercy and 
only goalkeeper Onyango to beat, the Nigerian shot just wide. 

 What they said
“[Our supporters] have been waiting for this. It’s not 

our trophy – it’s their trophy. It’s for them to have bragging 
rights...” Sundowns coach Pitso Mosimane looking forward to 
returning to South Africa as African champions. 

 Player of the game
Although Ohawuchi has nothing to show for his first appearance 

in a continental final, the Nigerian striker came close to deciding the 
championship match on his own. He was a danger throughout the 
90 minutes, had a good chance to open the scoring early on and 
then found the opener for his side midway through the second half. 
He is a well-travelled, having started playing professional football 
for his hometown club Bayelsa United, the striker moved to Heart-
land, before embarking on a career in Europe. His first point of call 
was Spain, where his match time with lower league club Atletico 
Baleares was limited. He then signed in Malta for Silema Wanderers, 
where he had more success, prompting Egyptian club Wadi Degla 
to make him an offer he could not refuse. Zamalek took him on loan 
earlier this year to bolster their Champions League squad. 

 The stat
6 – The number of titles that Zamalek were chasing. The 

White Knights currently stand on five wins and only local rivals 
Al Ahly (eight) have won more. However, Zamalek’s last victo-
ry dates back to 2002 and fans were hoping the team would 
put an end to that long wait, but it was not to be. 

 Have your say
Will Sundowns be a strong representative for Africa at the 

FIFA Club World Cup at the end of the year? TP Mazembe 
and Raja Casablanca have managed to make it all the way to 
the final. Can the South African club emulate that success and 
possibly even go one further? 

(Source: FIFA)

Tottenham’s Sissoko charged 
by FA with violent conduct
Tottenham Hotspur midfielder Moussa Sissoko has been charged 
with violent conduct over an incident involving Bournemouth’s 
Harry Arter, the Football Association said on Monday.

The 27-year-old, who came on as a substitute in Tottenham’s 0-0 
draw against Bournemouth on Saturday, appeared to elbow Arter 
in the face in the second half but escaped punishment. The incident 
was not seen by the match officials, but caught on video. 

The France international faces a three-match ban and has 
until 1700 GMT on Tuesday to respond to the charge. 

“Off the ball incidents which are not seen at the time by the 
match officials are referred to a panel of three former elite match 
officials,” the FA said in a statement (www.thefa.com). 

“Each panel member will review the video footage inde-
pendently of one another to determine whether they consider it 
a sending-off offence. For retrospective action to be taken, and 
an FA charge to follow, the decision of the panel must be unan-
imous.”  Tottenham next face Liverpool in the League Cup on 
Tuesday, before hosting champions Leicester City on Saturday. 

(Source: Reuters)

S P O R T S
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There are reports that the Inter hier-
archy in Italy and China are discussing 
whether to sack Frank de Boer now or 
after Torino.

The Nerazzurri were beaten 2-1 by 
Atalanta this afternoon, their third con-
secutive Serie A defeat. 

De Boer has lost six of his total 12 
competitive games in charge of the club 
and performances have been poor. 

According to Sky Sport Italia, the 
Dutchman will be given the benefit 
of the doubt at least until Wednes-
day night’s Serie A midweek round 
against Torino. 

De Boer was interviewed by Sky 
in Bergamo and asked point-blank if 
he believed he’d still be on the bench 
on Wednesday. His reply was “I don’t 
know.” 

However, Calciomercato.com insist 
a series of conference calls are taking 
place tonight between the Italian and 

Chinese directors, so a decision could 
be made before then. 

President Erick Thohir and CEO 
Michael Bolingbroke support De Boer 
whereas the Suning Group and director 
Piero Ausilio are not convinced. 

Ausilio’s comments to Mediaset Pre-
mium before the defeat to Atalanta 
certainly were not reassuring. 

The options to replace De Boer in-
clude Leonardo, who already took on 
the caretaker role after Rafa Benitez 
was dismissed in December 2010. 

Former Inter player Andrea Man-
dorlini, who was a Coach at Verona and 
Atalanta, is another alternative with ex-
Lazio boss Stefano Pioli. 

Laurent Blanc, who again spent 
some of his playing career at Inter, is 
the favourite, but the club is not sure 
it wants to sign him to a long-term 
contract. 

(Source: FootballItalia)

Inter Milan reportedly considering 
sacking Frank de Boer

Head coach of Iran’s national beach 
soccer team Mohammad Hossein Mir-
shamsi has announced the final roster for 
the forthcoming Samsung Beach Soccer 
Intercontinental Cup Dubai 2016 in the 
United Arab Emirates.

The 12 players, who will be with the 
team for the five-day-long tournament 
early next month, include Hamid Behza-
dpour, Seyed Ali Nazem and forward 
Mohammad Ali Mokhtari of Golsapoosh 
Yazd club, in addition to Mohammad Mo-
radi from Shahrdari Tabriz. 

Defenders Amir Hossein Akbari and 
Mostafa Kiani, forwards Moslem Mesi-
gar and Mohammad Ahmadzadeh plus 
goalkeeper Payman Hosseini were picked 
from Pars Jonoobi club.

Hossein Abdollahi besides forwards 
Farid Boloukbashi and Mehran Mor-
shedizadeh were selected from Malavan 
Bandar Anzali club.

Samsung Beach Soccer Intercontinen-

tal Cup Dubai 2016, which will be the sixth 
edition of the tournament, will be held at 
the Dubai International Marine Club be-
tween November 1 and 5.

The tournament will be played as a 
round-robin in group stage, after which 
the top two teams will qualify for the 
semi-final round.

The semi-finals will be played between 
the winner of Group A against the Group 
B runner-up and vice versa.

The Iranian outfit has joined squads 
from Russia, the United States and Egypt 
in Group B of the event. Brazil, Poland, Ta-
hiti and the UAE form Group A.

Last year, Iran beat Egypt 3-2 in the pen-
alty shootout following a 2-2 draw in the 
regulation time, and claimed the third spot.

The Persians defeated Russia 4-3 in 
the title showdown of the 2013 edition 
of the Beach Soccer Intercontinental Cup 
and emerged champion.

(Source: PressTV)

Iran team roster for Beach Soccer 
Intercontinental Cup named

Exhibition to be held in 
memory of Golbarnezhad
Para athletes and NPCs are invited to send a 
video message expressing their feelings about 
the Iranian cyclist, who died following a crash in 
the Rio 2016 road race.

The I.R. Iran National Paralympic Committee 
(IRI) will host a photo and multimedia exhibition 
named ‘Outcome of the Rio 2016 Paralympic 
Games’ in Tehran, from 3-7 November, in memory 
of Para cyclist Bahman Golbarnezhad.

The Iranian Paralympian died on 17 September 
following an accident in Rio 2016’s road race C4-
5, soon after arrival to the nearby Unimed Rio 
Hospital in Barra.

Around 100 photos will be showcased in the 
exhibition, some of which will show Golbarnezhad’s 
life and career in Para sports. The cyclist, who also 
competed at London 2012, took up the sport in 2002.

Iranian Olympic and Paralympic athletes, officials 
and artists were invited to send 35 to 40- seconds-
long video messages expressing their condolences 
to Golbarnezhad.

Paralympic athletes and National Paralympic 
Committees from all around the world are also 
invited to send their videos to the International 
Paralympic Committee’s media and communcations 
team via email by 31 October.

IRI Secretary General Masoud Ashrafi hopes the 
collective effort will “create a global thinking and 
share a common understanding about this accident.” 

(Source: Paralympic.org)

Maria Sharapova has been excluded from the official 
Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) rankings. The Russian 
tennis star has not competed in enough tournaments in 
2016 to be considered for a ranking position. 

According to WTA regulations, to preserve a place in 
the rankings a player should take part in at least three tour-
naments and accumulate a minimum of 10 ranking points 
in the previous 52 weeks.

This year, Sharapova only played in the 2016 Austral-
ian Open, where she was beaten in the quarter-finals by 
American Serena Williams. The latest WTA rankings of the 
world’s best female players were published on Monday and 
did not include Sharapova.

In the previous list published a week ago, Sharapo-
va held 93rd place. Top spot on the list was occupied by 
Germany’s Angelique Kerber. Serena Williams, who was at 
the center of doping accusations from an alleged Russian 
hacking syndicate operating under the name Fancy Bears, 
was ranked second.

On June 8, the International Tennis Federation (ITF) sus-
pended Sharapova until January 2018, after she was found to 
have used meldonium, which is included on the list of banned 
substances by the World Anti-Doping Association (WADA).

At the beginning of October this year, the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) reduced Sharapova’s initial 

15-month ban to nine months. She will be able to compete 
again from April 26, 2017, meaning a wild card appearance 
in the French Open in May is a possibility. 

Sharapova said in a podcast interview with American 
broadcaster Lewis Howes that the news brought a sense of 
both joy and relief.

“Just getting that decision that I was going to be able to 
play again next year, just already looking forward to that so 
much, knowing how excited I was to share that news with 
my fans – I almost couldn’t keep it to myself,” she said.

Aleksey Selivanenko, vice president of the Russian 

Tennis Federation (RTF), called Sharapova’s omission 
from the rankings a mere “technicality” and expressed 
certainty that the five-time Grand Slam winner will re-
turn to the rankings in 2017.

“The fact that Sharapova was not in the ratings is simply 
a technicality. In order to be ranked you need to play in 
at least three tournaments. Because [Sharapova] has not 
played from the beginning of the year, she has not com-
peted in the obligatory minimum number of tournaments, 
therefore she came out of the rankings,” Selivanenko said, 
TASS reported.

“But next year she will resume her participation and as 
soon as she plays in her first three tournaments, she will 
immediately return to the ratings. That she will be given a 
wildcard by the organizers and quickly return to the ratings 
– I’m sure this will happen,” he added.

It’s not the first time Sharapova has suffered a slide in 
her ranking on a sports list. Last month the Siberian-born 
star dropped 62 places on the Forbes list of highest-paid 
athletes from 26th to 88th.

Her decline in the annual list was mainly caused by her 
sponsors, sports brand giants Nike and watchmaker Tag Heu-
er severing sponsorship ties with the player to prevent a back-
lash that would be commercially detrimental to the company.

(Source: RT)

Iran Football Federation president 
Mehdi Taj announced that they plan 

to form a partnership with Australia after holding a 
meeting with the Australian ambassador to Iran, Ian 
Biggs.

“We’ve already reached an agreement with South 
Korea and Japan associations and we are on the verge of 
signing with Australian football federation. The contract 
will be signed as part of development cooperation 
partnership between two federations,” Taj said.

Iraq and Australia will play in Tehran on 23 March. 
“We will try to give our best as host and ready to 

welcome visitors to our country,” Taj added. 
The agreement will highlight the collaboration and 

cooperation between the two federations.

Sharapova dropped from women’s tennis singles rankings 

Iran to enter partnership with Australia Football Federation
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This well-arranged composition will remain for 
years, 
When every atom of our dust is dispersed.
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Commemorating living writers and 

poets by publishing their works in books 
inscribed by prominent calligraphers can 
be inspiring for them, he noted.

The poems for “The Spring of 
Morning” were selected from the oeuvre 
of Bahmani by Jalilvand. Forty-three of 
his colleagues at the Iran Calligraphers 
Association collaborated with him in the 
project. However, many others declined 
participation.

“I engaged in self-sacrifice to get the 
book published,” Jalilvand mentioned.

Jalilvand referred Amirkhani as “the 
sage of the country’s calligraphers” and 
said, “In a comment made about the 
book, master Amirkhani said that a task 
that seemed to be a pipe dream at the 
association for years was completed by 
a young artist.”

However, Jalilvand believes that the 
book could be much better from what 
it is if he had the support of cultural 
organizations.

He is currently working on a new 
project that will focus on works of Qeisar 
Aminpur (1959-2007), the most influential 
poet of post-revolution literature. 

The idea of selecting Aminpur for 
the new project comes from the book 
launching ceremony.

“When I was presented with flowers 
and gifts alike at the ceremony, a lifelong 
friend gave me something wrapped in 
paper and said, ‘I hope it will be your next 
project.’ It was a divan of Qeisar Aminpur,” 
Jalilvand said.

“At that moment, I made my decision 
without hesitation,” he added.

“Qeisar poetry is very close to his 
impeccable character; whatever he said 
was fair and an honorable. As a result, he 
was the most popular poet of the post-
revolution literature,” he stated.

Qeisar’s work about martyrs is 
scheduled to be the opening poem of 
the new book. In addition, a poem on 
veterans injured during the 1980-1988 
Iraq-Iraq war has been selected for 
the collection, which will be inscribed 
by calligrapher Seyyed Mohammad 
Sarhaddi, a veteran who is still suffering 
serious injuries from the war.

“Commemorating martyrs at the 
beginning, I think will help the book be 
more impressive,” said Jalilvand who 
deems himself a patriot. 

The book will probably be entitled 
“The Adze of Imagination”, but Jalilvand 
is still not certain about the title.

The calligraphy of the selected poems 
will be adorned with illuminations by 
masters of this Persian art. In addition, 
plans are to have English translations of 
the poems in the book.

However, Jalilvand faces a problem 
to find an organization to finance the 
project. He has called cultural and 
economic organizations in the country 
and abroad to sponsor the project, 
which he believes will undoubtedly be a 
moneymaker.  

He repeatedly asked some Iranian 
cultural centers and galleries to help him 
organize an exhibition for the collection 
that he accumulated for “The Spring of 
Morning”. 

He said that the collection includes 
some works that can viewed as museum 
pieces, but the centers and galleries 
have not shown a willingness to provide 
support. 

By such projects, he said that he tries 
to take a step, even if it is a short one, 
in familiarizing people about Persian 
literature and art luminaries.

Jalilvand is also a teacher of art at 
Tehran’s Pand Primary School, where he 
helps children in the proper way to read 
Persian poetry. 

“Working with children is great and I 
try to elevate their knowledge of art and 
Persian poetry as well,” he stated.

He also holds periodic workshops 
for people from every walk of life, but 
people’s ignorance of Persian literature 
and their luminaries is disappointing for 
him.

“A Ph.D. student who attended 
one my workshops didn’t know [poet 
Mohammadreza] Shafi-Kadkani. It is like 
this a Frenchman does not know Albert 
Camus or Jean-Paul Sartre,” he lamented.

Jalilvand also criticized a long 
interruption to introduce contemporary 
Persian literature to the world, which he 
says is unaware of the many amazing 
works that have been created in 
contemporary Persian literature.

He says that this ignorance has 
resulted in the fact that modern Persian 
literature is not recognized in the 
international arena while he believes 
many contemporary Persian authors 
deserve a Nobel prize. 

TEHRAN — The Belgrade International 
Book Fair (BIBF) opened on Sunday with 

Iran as its guest of honor this year.
Iran has arranged a wide range of programs to offer to 

the visitors during the fair running until October 30, Persian 
media reported on Monday.

Covering around 300 square meters, Iran’s pavilion has 
dedicated a special section to an exhibition of illustrations, 
while a number of illustrators, miniaturists and calligraphers 
will be creating works at the pavilion during the fair.

An Iranian film screening program has also been 
arranged on the side section of the fair, in which five films 
are due to be screened.

The opening ceremony was attended by a number 
of Iranian and Serbian officials and cultural figures 
including director of Iran’s Islamic Culture and Relations 
Organizations (ICRO) Abuzar Ebrahimi-Torkaman and 

Vladan Vukosavljevic, the Minister of Culture of Serbia.
“Track 143” director Narges Abyar who is also a 

prominent writer was among those who delivered a short 
speech at the opening ceremony.

She talked about female Iranian writers and the interest 
of Iranians in reading books, and said, “Almost all the 
world’s bestselling books are being translated into Persian.”

The Culture Minister Vladan Vukosavljevic next visited 
the pavilion of Iran and held talks with Iranian artists and 
writers.

 Authors Mostafa Mastur, Farhad Hassanzadeh, and 
Mojgan Sheikhi, calligrapher Elaheh Khatami, film critic 
Mehrzad Danesh, and illustrators Mahshid Darabi, Sahar 
Mirhosseini, Sahar Khorasani and Raheleh Barkhordari are 
among the Iranian participating guests of the fair.

“Track 143” (Narges Abyar), “Mazar-i-Sharif” 
(Hassan Barzideh), “Crazy Castle” (Abolhassan Davudi), 

“Today” (Reza Mirkarimi) and “Five-Star” (Mahshid 
Afsharzadeh) are the Iranian films to go on screen 
during the program.

Noon:11:48        Evening: 17:35        Dawn: 4:57 (tomorrow)            Sunrise: 6:21 (tomorrow)
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A member of director Hassan Rahimi’s troupe acts in a scene from Neil Simon’s musical “The Good Doctor” at Tehran’s Mashayekhi Theater 
on October 23, 2016. Rahimi hired a cast composed of some people with Down’s syndrome for the play, which will run through October 28. 
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Belgrade Intl. Book Fair opens with Iran as guest of honor

Cinema Verite 
announces intl. 

competition lineup 
TEHRAN — The 10th 
Cinema Verite, Iran’s 

major international festival for documentary 
cinema, announced the lineups for various 
categories of the international competition 
on Monday.

Nine documentaries have been selected 
for the full-length section. Among the films 
are “Arlette, Courage Is a Muscle” by Florian 
Hoffmann from Germany and “A Walnut 
Tree” by Ammar Aziz from Pakistan.

“Under the Sun” by Vitaly Mansky from 
Russia and “Holy Cow” from Azerbaijani 
director Imam Hasanov will also be shown 
in the section.

A lineup of nine documentaries, 
including “The Successor” by Mattia 
Epifani from Italy, “Aida’s Crossover” by 
Liliana Resnick from Croatia and “Ukrainian 
Sheriffs” by Roman Bondarchuk from 
Germany, will be competing in the mid-
length category.

In addition, “Camrex” by Mark 
Chapman from England and “War 
Scarred Berlin” by Roland Fuhrmann 
from Germany are among the nine short 
documentaries to be screened at the 
event, which is scheduled to be held in 
Tehran from December 4 to 11.

Calligrapher/photographer Amir Jalilvand

“Peerless Pearls of 
Persia” unveiled at 
Frankfurt Book Fair 

“To Make a Comedy 
Is No Fun” at 
Cinema Verite

Tabriz gallery 
showcases paintings 
by Azerbaijani 
artists 

Qotbeddin Sadeqi 
to stage “Ubo Roi” 

Mohammad Atebbai 
on Molodist KIFF 
panel

TEHRAN — The first volume of 
bilingual book “Peerless Pearls of 

Persia” by Hamid Nurshamsi was unveiled at Iran’s 
stand during the Frankfurt Book Fair, which ended 
Sunday.

Published in English and Persian by Iran Cultural 
Fairs Institute Publications, the book reviews some 
Persian stories awarded at national events.

TEHRAN – Swiss filmmaker 
Robert Kolinsky’s 2016 film 

“To Make a Comedy Is No Fun” is scheduled to 
be screened at the 10th Cinema Verite, which 
is Iran’s most important international festival for 
documentary films.

The documentary is about the Czech stage 
and screen director Jiri Menzel who won the Oscar 
award for his debut feature “Closely Watched 
Trains” in 1968.

The festival will be held in Tehran from December 
4 to 11.

TEHRAN — A collection of 
40 paintings by Azerbaijani 

artists is currently on display in an exhibition at 
the Honarmandan Gallery of the Art and Cultural 
Organization of Tabriz Municipality.

The exhibition, which will run through October 
27, is being organized in collaboration with Tabriz’s 
Art Bureau and the Iranian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.

TEHRAN — Iranian director 
Qotbeddin Sadeqi plans to stage 

French symbolist writer Alfred Jarry’s play “Ubu Roi” 
at the 35th Fajr International Theater Festival, which 
is scheduled to be held in Tehran in February 2017.

“Ubu Roi”, which means Ubu the King, is about Ubu 
who leads a revolution and kills the king of Poland 
and most of the royal family. The play is a parody of 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth with bits of Hamlet and King 
Lear tossed in.

TEHRAN — Iranian film expert 
Mohammad Atebbai is on the 

international jury of the 46th Kyiv International Film 
Festival “Molodist” (KIFF), which is currently running in 
the Ukrainian capital.

Filmmakers Denis Cote from Canada and Grimur 
Hakonarson from Iceland are other members of the 
jury.

The festival comes to an end on October 30.
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Antalya festival honors 
Asghar Farhadi with lifetime 
achievement award 

TEHRAN — Oscar-winning Iranian 
director Asghar Farhadi was honored with a 

lifetime achievement award at the 53rd Antalya International 
Film Festival in Turkey, the organizers announced during the 
closing ceremony of the event on Sunday.

Farhadi’s one-day master class was warmly received 
during the festival, which ran from October 16 to 23.

Yesim Ustaoglu’s powerful, complex portrait of two 
women struggling to escape unhappy lives, “Clair-Obscur,” 
was the big winner at the festival, taking home the awards 
for best picture and best director. 

The audience award went to Spanish dramedy “The 
Open Door”, which also won best screenplay for scripter 
Marina Seresesky. A special jury award went to the Georgian 
filmmaker Rusudan Glurjidze’s powerful debut “House of 
Others”.

Sense of mission 
leads young 
artist in way to 
promote Persian 
literature  
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