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Kiarostami died of massive
brain hemorrhage caused by
overdose of heparin: Iran 3

‘Tourism brings both
4 money and more positive
intl. image for Iran’ [f§

Regional crises won’t
' affect Tehran-Muscat

Committee meeting due
in coming days |l

Intl. Holy Quran Exhibition
kicks off in Tehran

Left to right, Russian lead negottator on Syria Alexander Lavrentyev, Iranian Deputy Foretgn Minister Hossein Jaberi Ansan Kazakh Foreign Minister
Kairat Abdrakhmanov and UN Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura attend the fourth round of Syria peace talks in Astana on May, 2017.

Eurasian
Economic Union
close to free-trade
deal with Iran

The Moscow-led Eurasian Economic
Union aims to finalize a free-trade deal
with Iran by the end of the year, in an
attempt by Russia and its fellow mem-
bers to deepen ties with Tehran.

Russia and Iran cooperate on a
number of geopolitical issues, most
notably in the war in Syria. The two
countries have sought to deepen their
relationship since the EU and U.S. im-
posed sanctions on Moscow in 2014.

Reaching a deal on free trade
would represent a notable victory for
the nascent EEU — a single market
of Russia, Kazakhstan, Belarus, Kyr-
gyzstan and Armenia set up in 2015 —
and mark a significant strengthening of
relations between Iran and the former
Soviet republics.

“We believe we can come up with
something substantial by the end of
the year, said Timur Suleimenov, Ka-
zakhstan's minister of economy.

The EEU's prime ministers resolved
in March to make talks with Tehran a
priority, scenting an opportunity to
expand beyond the bloc's combined
market of 183m people.

“We would like to have a framework
signed then,” said Suleimenov, who
became minister in December after
previously working as the minister in
charge of economy and financial poli-
cy at the EEU Commission in Moscow.

At the same time, Suleimenov
warned that any souring of U.S.-China
trade relations under Trump would be
harmful for Central Asia.

Trump's campaign for the White
House was marked by strong an-
ti-free trade rhetoric and heavy crit-
icism of China, which he threatened
with import tariffs and a move to la-
bel it a currency manipulator. How-
ever, his recent meetings with Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and a trade deal this
month to give U.S. companies more
access to the Chinese market, while
scorned by experts, have raised
hopes that he will be less aggressive
towards Beijing in office.

China’s One Belt One Road policy
to aggressively expand trade relations
with Central Asian countries is seen in
the region’s capitals as a crucial driver
of their economic growth.

AW A'NWI TEHRAN — lrani-
d e s an Minister of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance Reza Sale-
hi-Amiri opened the 25th International
Holy Quran Exhibition at Tehran’s Imam
Khomeini Mosalla on Monday.

Copies of the Holy Quran published
by various Iranian and international
publishers are on display in the exhibit
that will be running until June 16.

The exhibit, which is held during the
holy month of Ramadan every year, coin-
cides with the death anniversary of Imam
Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran this year, and the organizers
have arranged sections to highlight Imam
Khomeini and the Quran.

A special division has also been
dedicated to top translations and in-
terpretations of the Holy Quran by
Ayatollah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani,
Abdolkarim Musavi Ardebili and Mo-
hammad Vaez-Zadeh Khorasani.

According to the Deputy Culture
Minister Mohammadreza Heshmati, a
number of figures active in promoting
the Quran will be honored during the
exhibit in a ceremony that will be at-
tended by President Hassan Rouhani.

The screening of a documentary on
Toshihiko Izutsu (1914-1993), a Japanese
philosopher who had many publications
on Islam and other religions, is among
the highlights of the exhibition,

Boost in nominal petchem
output capacity planned

TEHRAN — The
d e sk National Petro-
chemical Company (NPC) plans to in-
crease its nominal production capacity
by three percent to reach 86 percent
by the end of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 20, 2018).
Ali-Mohammad Bossagzadeh, the
production control director of NPC,
said the goal will be achieved through
implementing new petrochemical pro-
jects in the country, Shana news re-

ported on Monday.

Leader, senior officials donate $170,000 to free prisoners

TEHRAN — Supreme
e s Kk Leader Ayatollah Seyyed
A|| Khamenei, President Hassan Rouhani,
Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani, and Judiciary
Chief Ayatollah Sadeq Larijani made a total of
6.83 billion rials (nearly $170,000) in contribu-
tions to help free prisoners who had commit-
ted involuntary crimes.
The leader and the president donated
3.13 billion rials ($78,250) and 2.7 billion rials
($67,500) respectively, while the parliament

speaker and the judiciary chief each made
500 million rials ($12,500), IRIB reported on
Monday.

Every year concurrent with the holy
month of Ramadan Iranians make generous
donations to help free prisoners. According
to Blood Money Organization's director As-
adollah Jolaei, this year the 30th charity fund
raising ceremony will be held today in Tehran.

Some 290 fundraising events are planned
to be held nationwide, he added.

Last year, some 178 charity fundraising
events to free prisoners took place nation-
wide and contributions totaled some 400
billion rials (nearly $10 million), Jolaei ex-
plained.

He also pointed out that the leader, the
president, the parliament speaker, and the ju-
diciary chief donated 3 billion rials ($75,000),
2.5 billion rials ($62,500), 500 million rials
($12,500), and 500 million rials ($12,500) to
the event respectively.

Iran to receive €10m in humanitarian funding from EU

TEHRAN — The Euro-

e sk pean Commission has of-
fered €10 million in humanitarian funding
to help Iran complement efforts to provide
for the basic needs of Afghan refugees and
their families, with emphasis on education of
children, protection, food, water, health and
sanitation.

According a press release issued on the
European Commission website on Monday,
EU has announced humanitarian assistance
of over €44 million to help people in need in
South-West and Central Asia, who continue
to face the consequences of years of conflicts
and displacement, as well as recurrent natural
disasters.

The funding will support Afghan refugees
and their families in Iran and Pakistan, help
victims of conflict in Afghanistan and improve
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disaster risk management in Central Asia.

“The EU’'s assistance announced to-
day will help hundreds of thousands of
people affected by conflicts and natural
disasters in South-West and Central Asia.
| was recently in the region and saw first-
hand the humanitarian needs. Children
always suffer the most in long-lasting
crises which is why a significant part of
this funding will also focus on education
in emergencies. Investing in children’s fu-
ture is crucial for the stabilization of the
entire region,” said Commissioner for Hu-
manitarian Aid and Crisis Management
Christos Stylianides. The Commissioner
made the announcement as he met to-
day with Mr. Neil Buhne, UN Humanitari-
an Coordinator for Pakistan.

€25.5 million will help internally dis-

placed people in Afghanistan who have
had to flee conflict or been injured, as well
as the most vulnerable Afghan refugees re-
turning to their country. The assistance will
focus on areas such as protection, food,
emergency shelter, health, water, hygiene
and sanitation.

Organizations in Pakistan will also bene-
fit from funding of about €7 million, which
will notably help Pakistanis who have been
displaced by internal conflict and also help
provide essential services for Afghan ref-
ugees.

In Central Asia, over €2 million will be
provided for disaster risk reduction so com-
munities are better prepared to respond to
natural hazards. The Commission has fund-
ed a number of such programs in the region
since 1996.

Borage
harvest
season in
northern Iran

Borage, also known as a starflower, is a
& medicinal herb and now it is in season.
Local farmers in Gilan province that
lies along the Caspian Sea in northern
¥ Iran are busy harvesting it.

An annual herb in the flowering
plant family, borage is used in herb-
al tea called damnoosh in Iran for its
healing benefits in hyperactive gastro-
intestinal, as well as respiratory, cardio-
vascular, and urinary disorders.

Seven new petrochemical projects are
planned to be implemented in the coun-

try by the end of the current calendar year;
Bossagzadeh had previously announced.

Also, NPC Managing Director Mar-
ziyeh Shahdaie has said that with all
unfinished projects coming online the
country’s petrochemical industry will
witness a significant boost and annual
production capacity is going to reach
72 million tons in this year.

The official put the country’s annual
petrochemical production at 50 million
tons in the past calendar year and said
that 21 million tons of petrochemical
products worth $9.4 billion were ex-
ported in the previous year.
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The Road to peace
in Syria

ruly the only way to end the

I civil war in Syria is cooperation

between regional countries in-
cluding Turkey, Russia and Iran. The
involvement of other foreign powers
would not be able to offer a perma-
nent solution. Therefore, it is great to
see that new developments reflect this
sentiment and a regional cooperation
is being built. The meeting that took
place on December 20, 2016 in Mos-
cow between the foreign ministers of
Russia, Turkey and Iran, which resulted
in a joint declaration, marked the be-
ginning of such cooperation.

The declaration dealt with cru-
cial issues such as the preservation of
the unity, independence and territorial
integrity of Syria, the importance of a
diplomatic solution rather than a mili-
tary one and increasing the ceasefires
across the region to allow the trans-
fer of humanitarian aid to areas where
they are urgently needed. Indeed, only
days after this declaration, on Decem-
ber 30, 2016, a general ceasefire went
into effect.

After more than six years of war, the
cooperation between the three key re-
gional players for the first time created
a prospect for peace in Syria. It was
also a clear reminder that the prob-
lems in the region can be resolved
only through cooperation. In fact, the
Geneva meetings that were previously
led by the U.S. and Western coalitions
failed to offer a solution or contribute
to the peace process in the country.

The Moscow agreement also paved
the way for the Astana talks, which rep-
resented a whole new era for the road
to peace in Syria. During the Astana
meetings, which were held on January
23-24, February 15-16 and March 14-
15, it was decided that Russia, Iran and
Turkey would be guarantors of cease-
fire and that the three countries act as
observers to ensure the continuation
of the ceasefire. The UN, the Syrian
government and the Syrian opposition
also accepted the decision.
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. Two right-wing
factions agree
on list for Majlis
presiding board

TEHRAN — Two right-wing factions

S k - Velaee and Independents - have
agreed on introducing a shared list as candidates for the
Majlis presiding board.

Speaking to ISNA news agency on Monday, the
spokesman of the Velaee faction said the list is to be
headed by Ali Larijani, the current parliament speaker.

Hossein Nagavi Hosseini added the two factions have
agreed that Velaee has six members in the list and the
Independents five.

Rouhani
congratulates Azeri
counterpart on

< hational day

TEHRAN — In a message to Ilham

e s k Aliyev on Monday, President Hassan
Rouham congratulated the Azeri leader, government
and nation on Republic Day, which marks the founding
of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan in 1918.

The Iranian president said the great potential for
bilateral ties as well as cultural, religious and historical
bonds that the two nations have in common have
created a ‘"unique arena” for the enhancement of
cooperation between the two neighbors in line with their
mutual interests, president.ir reported.

-r’ *¥&/. 'Council election

S/ICA results not annulled

é& & in any constituency’
AN

TEHRAN — The spokesman for the
s k central committee tasked to oversee
counol elections said on Monday that so far no council
election results have been canceled in any constituency.
However, Farhad Tajari said, discussions are underway
for annulling the results of council election in Sari - a city in
northern Mazandaran province — and this is not final yet.
Speaking to IRIB, he added so far 300 pleas have
been made to the committee about the elections. "About
200 of the pleas call for recounting the ballots, which we
are currently considering!”

Majlis speaker
congratulates
Lebanon on liberation
anniversary

TEHRAN — Iranian Majlis Speaker Ali
S k Larijani has congratulated Lebanon on
|ts leeratlon Day anniversary.

In a letter to his counterpart Nabih Berri on Monday,
Larijani said the victory was owing to Berris efforts
alongside those of other prominent figures to free parts
of Lebanon from Israeli grip in 2000, ILNA reported.

On May 25, 2000, the Israeli army withdrew from
territory in Southern Lebanon, marking the end of the
South Lebanon conflict (1985-2000).

Iranians launch
campaign to
prevent Turkey to
dry up wetland

Sl T
TEHRAN — Some 5,000 Iranians have
d e sk signed a petition that has been sent
to UN chief Antonio Guterres, calling on Turkey to stop
building dams which dry up the Tigris river in Irag and
consequently Hoor al-Azim wetland in southwestern
Iran.

The petition reads that Turkey “"has constructed a
tremendous number of dams in the Southern Anatolian
region and the headwaters of the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers,’ Fars reported on Monday.

4 Iran sympathizes

™ with Sri Lanka over
= deadly natural

_ disaster

TEHRAN — Iran's Foreign Ministry

e s k spokesman  Bahram Qassemi on
Monday expressed condolences to the people and
government of Sri Lanka over deadly floods and
landslides, Tasnim reported.

Landslides and floods in Sri Lanka have killed at least
169 people and the island nation faces the risk of more
mudslides as torrential rains continue.

112 people are still reported missing and 95 injured
after the worst rains in the Indian Ocean island since
2003.
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Iran prepared to deploy

By Ali Kushki

TEHRAN — Iran is ready to dispatch
troops to Syria, as the case maybe, to
monitor compliance with the May 4
agreement with Russia and Turkey to
create four "de-escalation zones” in the
embattled territory, its Foreign Ministry
spokesman said on Monday.

“If necessary conditions are provided,
forces have to be dispatched by the
three countries to observe the ceasefire,
Bahram Qassemi told a press conference
in Tehran on Monday.

"If agreed upon, we are prepared to
do so!

Similar comments were made by Ali
Shamkhani, secretary of Iran’s National
Security Council and senior coordinator
on Syria, days ago.

“If Tran is requested to take more
actions (in Syria) such as sending troops
to maintain order and security in the
de-escalation zones, we are prepared
to consider it Shamkhani was quoted
as having said in an interview with the
Russian newspaper Kommersant.

On May 4, Russia, Iran and Turkey
signed a document during the fourth
round of Syrian talks in  Astana,
Kazakhstan, to form four “de-escalation
zones” in Syria.

The most significant achievement of a
three-pronged diplomatic effort since the
beginning of 2017 to reduce bloodshed
in a war now in its seventh year, the deal
brought together three of consequential
actors in the conflict from opposite sides.

Russia and Iran back the Syrian
government while Turkey supports some
of the armed insurgent groups that seek
to topple the government.

The top United Nations envoy dealing
with Syria, Staffan de Mistura, hailed the
memorandum, which took force on May
6, an "important, promising, positive step
in the right direction”

troops in Syria

Iran says is prepared to dispatch troops to
Syria to monitor compliance with the de-
escalation zone initiative which was agreed
upon on May 4 in Astana, Kazakhstan.

The agreement, which is to last
initially for six months, calls for a pause in
fighting, including government airstrikes,
and for unhindered aid deliveries in and
around the four main zones still held by
rebels unaffiliated with the Islamic State.

The pact, however, does not apply to
militants associated with the Islamic State
or a Qaeda-linked group commonly
known as the Nusra Front, which were
designated as terrorist and hence, left out
of the Astana talks.

The de-escalation zones, envisioned
as places where displaced Syrian civilians
could voluntarily return and settle, include
the northern province of Idlib, the central
province of Homs, the East Ghouta

region outside Damascus, and southern
Syria along the Jordanian border.

Neither the Syrian government nor
the rebels signed the document although
the Syrian government voiced its support
for it. Rebel groups objected, arguing it
left too many loopholes for the Syrian
military to continue what they called
indiscriminate bombings of civilian areas.

While the de-escalation zone initiative
was implicitly welcome by Washington,
which said it supported any effort
“‘genuinely” aimed at creating “a credible,
peaceful resolution;,” it is unclear how the
guarantors will monitor compliance.

Aleksandr Lavrentyev, the Russian
negotiator at the talks, told Russian news

outlets that Russia could send observers
and “work more closely” with countries
that back the rebels, including the United
States and Saudi Arabia.

In an apparent opposition to the
remarks, the Syrian government ruled
out the “de-escalation zones” being
monitored by other actors, including the
United Nations.

"We do not accept a role for the
United Nations or international forces to
monitor the agreement,” Syrian Foreign
Minister Walid al-Moallem was quoted as
saying at a news conference in Damascus
on May 8.

In addition to the compliance issue,
the American intervention in the agreed-
upon zones is open to question.

A week ago, American troops attacked
Syrian forces, targeting three vehicles that
were trying to set up a fighting position
on the outskirts of a newly established
de-escalation zone close to the Jordanian
and Iraqgi borders, according to military
sources.

Russia, Iran and Turkey have to
finalize maps of the de-escalation
zones by June 4, though the deadline
can be extended.

The fifth round of the Astana talks, set for
mid-July, should be different from previous
ones as Iraqi forces are close to defeating
ISIS militants in Mosul and the surrounding
province of Nineveh, which marks the end
of the “caliphate” in the country.

There were unconfirmed news that
Iragi Popular Mobilization forces managed
to dislodge ISIS fighters from a number
of villages west of Mosul, making further
progress toward the border with Syria.

Irag’s government is aiming to control
the border area with Syria in coordination
with the Syrian army.

Linking up the two sides would give
President Beshar al-Assad a significant
advantage in fighting terrorists in his
country.

Iranian lawmakers uncertain about parliamentary leadership

By Mohammad Homaeefar

TEHRAN — Amid uncertainty over the fate of two
prominent lawmakers, some members of the pro-reform
Hope parliamentary bloc have pledged to do everything
they can in order to keep Masoud Pezeshkian and Ali
Motahari in the presiding board of the parliament.

"Some factions are in disagreements on the two
deputies but we, as members of the Hope faction, have
announced that keeping Pezeshkian and Motahari
[in parliament’s leadership] is our red line," Parvaneh
Salahshouri, a reformist lawmaker, said on Monday.

As competition between different parliamentary
factions intensifies, On  Sunday the parliament
announced that the session for its leadership elections
will be held next Wednesday.

Iranian lawmakers elect their speaker and deputy
speakers during the first session of parliament for a one-
year term. The session is usually held in May, however,
this year it was postponed to June 7.

For nine years, members of the parliament have been
voting for Ali Larijani to be the speaker of Parliament.
Following the 2016 parliamentary elections, which were
a major shake-up in the parliament, the lawmakers
elected Masoud Pezeshkian and Ali Motahari as first and
second deputy speakers respectively.

During last year’s election, the reformists and
moderates formed a coalition under the “List of Hope”
and managed to win 41.03% of the seats, more than
that of the principlists and independents — if counted
separately.

In recent days, however, some parliamentarians
have expressed concern about the future of Motahari
in parliament’s leadership. According to unverified

Regional crises won’t affect Tehran-

Muscat ties: Oman

Ali Motahari

reports, some members of the Hope bloc have formed
a coalition with the principlists to remove him from the
presiding board.

On Saturday, Mohammad Reza Aref the leader of
the Hope faction, said the bloc wants Motahari and
Pezeshkian to stay in the leadership, and is doing

Masoud Pezeshkiar?

“Some factions are in
disagreements on the two
deputies but we, as members
of the Hope faction, have
announced that keeping
Pezeshkian and Motahari
[in parliament’s leadership]
is our red line,” Parvaneh
Salahshouri, a reformist
lawmaker, said on Monday.

whatever it can to reach that end.

He also said negotiations are underway between
different factions of the parliament in order to reach an
agreement on the presiding board.

Aref has been among the top decision-makers of the
reformist faction since 2013 presidential election, when
he withdrew his candidacy in favor of Hassan Rouhani,
paving the way for his presidency. After winning a seat
in parliament in 2016, he challenged Larijani for the
position of speaker but Larijani was re-elected.

Mahmoud Sadeqj, another reformist parliamentarian
from Tehran, has accused “certain ministers” of interfering
in the parliament’s affairs.

"If some ministers intervene one more time in the presiding
board elections, I won't remain silent,” Sadegi tweeted.

Communications and  Information  Technology
Minister Mahmoud Vaezi responded to what he called
“rumors” about the Rouhani administration’s interference
in the Parliament, ruling out any interference by the
administration.

“Such rumors aim at straining the good relations
between the government and the Majlis Vaezi posted
on his Instagram account.

Sadegh Zibakalam, a renowned political analyst
and professor at Tehran University, has also spoken out
against any decision to unseat Motahari, noting that if
true he's disappointed at some members of the Hope
faction for trying to unseat the two deputies.

Motahari stands head and shoulders above all
120 members of the Hope faction, Zibakalam said,
reaffirming his support for the outspoken lawmaker.

A reform-minded principlist MP Motahari is a strong
proponent of civil rights and critic of both principlists and
reformists.

‘U.S. Senate Democrats expected to

tie Russia to sanctions on Iran’

TEHRAN — Omani Iran and Oman have been enjoying A
e s Fore|gn Minister Yusuf  close ties over the years. During the nu- e s

bm Alawi bin Abdullah has said that Teh-

k Senate Democratic

well-placed  supported new sanctions against

Iran, which were approved 18 to

ran-Muscat ties are based on "honesty”,
“friendship” and will not be affected by
crises in the Middle East region.

Oman has “strongest” relations with
Iran on the basis of “cooperation” and
"friendship’, the foreign minister said in
an interview with BBC Arabic.

He added that Oman has good rela-
tions with Tehran regardless of differenc-
es between Iran and Saudi Arabia.

The Omani foreign minister also not-
ed that conflicts between Iran and Saudi
Arabia are not permanent and different
views are quite natural in regional devel-
opments.

Alawi said it is the policy of Oman to
distance from regional conflicts although
the country is ready to help solve region-
al problems.

clear negotiations, Oman played an in-
termediary role, seeking to facilitate the
talks between Iran and the US. as the
main negotiating partners.

According to Times of Oman, Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani praised Mus-
cat’s ‘constructive role” in the nuclear
talks.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said
on April 2, 2015, that Oman “not only host-
ed a number of important meetings, but
also played a critical role in getting these
talks off the ground in the first place”.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani vis-
ited Oman and Kuwait in February fol-
lowing an initiative by the Kuwaiti emir to
normalize ties between Iran and Saudi
Arabia and some other Arab countries
on the southern shores of the Persian
Gulf.

a|de has emailed a tip which says the
Democratic senators are expected to
tie Russia to new sanctions on Iran.

“Expect many Senate Dems to
push for the Senate to not do Iran
sanctions without Russian sanctions,’
Axios news website quoted the aide
as saying.

The U.S. Senate Foreign Relations
Committee approved on Thursday
the most sweeping sanctions
against Iran since a nuclear deal
was reached in 2015.

The measure is claimed to be
punishing Iran over its ballistic
missile program, alleged support
for terrorism and human rights
violations.

The New York Times reported
that the Trump administration has

3 by the committee and could
receive a full Senate vote as early
as next month.

In a series of Twitter messages,
former Secretary of State John
Kerry urged the U.S. senators not to
move ahead with legislation saying
“this is not the moment for a new
Iran bill".

"This is a time to tread carefully,
Kerry advised the committee.

“We need to consider the
implications  of  confrontation
without conversation,” he tweeted.

Kerry said it may endanger the
July 2015 nuclear deal Iran and
great powers including the U.S.

Iran has said such moves by the
U.S. run against the spirit of the
nuclear deal.
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Putin in France, hopes to mend
strained ties with West

On a trip likely to shape Russia-France
ties for years to come, Russian President
Vladimir Putin arrived in France on Mon-
day for talks with newly-elected French
President Emmanuel Macron - the candi-
date he did not back in presidential vote.

The trip offers the Russian leader a
chance to turn the page and try to estab-
lish a productive relationship with Macron
as the Kremlin struggles to mend its bitter
rift with the West.

Macron is the first Western leader to
speak to Putin after the Group of Seven
summit over the weekend, where relations
with Russia were a key topic.

The Kremlin has hailed the visit as a
chance for Putin and Macron to get to
know each other and better understand
their views on a range of disputed issues,
including the Ukrainian crisis, the war in
Syria and Russia’s ties with the European
Union.

During his G-7 news conference on
Saturday, Macron promised to have a ‘de-
manding dialogue” with Russia, especially
on Syria. He called it a failure that European
nations were not involved in the talks over
Syria’s future but were being hit by its ef-
fects, including the huge number of Syrian
refugees trying to get to Europe.

"We must talk to Russia to change the
framework for getting out of the military
crisis in Syria and to build a much more
collective and integrated inclusive political
solution,” Macron declared.

Macron’s invitation for Putin was a sur-
prise after his tough stance on Russia dur-
ing the French presidential campaign. That
contrasted sharply with his rivals, including
far-right candidate Marine Le Pen and con-
servative Francois Fillon, who both backed
ending Western sanctions against Moscow
over the Ukrainian crisis.

Macron’s aides also claimed that Rus-
sian groups launched hacking attacks on
his presidential campaign but Moscow has
strongly denied all allegations of election
meddling.

Putin, however, made his preferences
in the French presidential election clear by
hosting Le Pen at the Kremlin in March. Pu-
tin also has frequently met with Fillon, the
French prime minister from 2007-2012, and
praised him as an experienced statesman.

Analysts say the visit to Paris offers Putin
an opportunity to improve ties with France
that had steadily deteriorated in the clos-
ing months of Socialist Francois Hollande's
presidency.

‘As a person who pays utmost attention

L

to personal contacts, Putin believes that
only a one-on-one meeting could give an-
swers to many questions about Macron as
a person and as president of France, as well
as his future foreign policy course and his
stance on Russia,’ Tatyana Stanovaya of the
Center for Political Technologies, an inde-
pendent Moscow-based think-tank, wrote.

In October, Putin abruptly shelved a trip
to Paris after Hollande alleged that Russia
could face war crime charges for its actions
in Syria. Hollande also refused to take part
in the opening of the newly built Russian
Orthodox Spiritual and Cultural Center in
Paris and was only interested in talking with
Russia about Syria.

As part of his trip Monday, Putin is to
visit the center near the Seine River that in-
cludes the Holy Trinity Cathedral. The site
was sold to Russia under former President
Nicolas Sarkozy amid criticism from rights
groups.

Prior to that, Putin and Macron are to
talk at Versailles and then tour an exhibi-
tion there marking the 300th anniversary of
Russian Czar Peter the Great's trip to Paris
that was prepared by St. Petersburg's Her-
mitage Museum.

With Peter the Great widely seen as a

ruler who modernized Russia and sought
to open it up to the West, the exhibition
offers a symbolic backdrop for both to talk
about the importance of Russia-France
ties.

Putin's foreign affairs adviser, Yuri Ush-
akov, said Russia was dissatisfied with the
current level of political contacts.

"The meeting is very important for both
Russia and France," he told reporters.

Ushakov said he expects an “interesting
discussion” on ways to implement a 2015
Minsk deal for eastern Ukraine, which was
brokered by Germany and France. The
U.S. and the EU have made the prospect
of lifting economic and financial sanctions
against Moscow contingent on fulfilling the
peace agreement.

The deal has helped reduce the scale of
fighting between Ukrainian forces and Rus-
sia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine,
but clashes have continued and political
elements of the agreement have stalled.
Ukraine and Russia have blamed one an-
other for the fighting that has left some
10,000 people dead.

Ushakov said that the two leaders will
also have a “frank” discussion on Syria,
where Russia has backed Syrian President

o
Bashar Assad and France has pushed
strongly for his removal. He added that last
week’s suicide attack on Manchester Arena
emphasized the need to pool efforts in the
fight against terrorism.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel on
Sunday urged European Union nations
to stick together in the face of emerging
policy divisions with the U.S., Britain's deci-
sion to leave the bloc and other challeng-
es. Merkel also stressed the importance
of being good neighbors “wherever that
is possible, including with Russia, but also
with others”

Human rights activists protested Mon-
day in Paris over the situation of gays in
the Russian republic of Chechnya, holding
a banner “Stop homophaobia in Chechnya”
near the Eiffel Tower.

“It's important that Mr. Putin is ready to
hear, we hope, strong words coming from
Mr. Macron, to say ‘stop’ to that homopho-
bia, which has lasted for too long,” Cecile
Coudriou of Amnesty International said.

Human Rights Watch said last week that
high-level officials in Russia’s Chechnya hu-
miliated inmates during visits to detention
facilities where gay people were being held
and tortured. (Source: Reuters)

Warplanes carry out new strikes on Libya’s Derna

Warplanes have launched three air strikes
on the Libyan city of Derna, a witness said,
days after Egypt attacked camps there,
saying it was targeting fighters responsible
for killing Egyptian Christians.

There was no immediate confirmation
of Monday’s strikes from officials in Libya
or neighboring Egypt, nor any claim of re-
sponsibility for the raid on the city at the
eastern end of Libya's Mediterranean coast.

The witness said one attack hit the west-
ern entrance to Derna and the other two
hit Dahr al-Hamar in the south.

Egyptian jets attacked Derna on Fri-
day, just hours after masked men board-
ed vehicles en route to a monastery in the
southern Egyptian province of Minya and

Merkel

German Chancellor Angela Merkel urged
European Union nations to stick together
in the face of emerging policy divisions with
the U.S., Britain’s decision to leave the bloc,
and other challenges.

Speaking at a campaign event held in a
Bavarian beer tent, Merkel suggested that
the two-day G7 summit in Italy that ended
on Saturday had served as something of a
wakeup call.

G7 leaders were unable to reach unan-
imous agreement on climate change after
U.S. President Donald Trump said he need-
ed more time to decide whether to back a
key climate accord.

“The times in which we can fully count
on others are somewhat over, as [ have ex-
perienced in the past few days,” Merkel told
the crowd of some 2,500 that gathered to
hear her and Bavarian governor Horst See-
hofer.

‘And so all I can say is that we Europe-
ans must really take our destiny into our
own hands," she said, according to the DPA
news agency.

Merkel emphasized the need for con-
tinued friendly relations with the U.S. and
Britain and stressed the importance of be-
ing good neighbors “wherever that is pos-

opened fire at close range, killing 29 and
wounding 24.

Islamic State in Irag and the Levant (ISIL,
also known as ISIS) terrorist group claimed
responsibility for that attack in Egypt, the
latest targeting Christian minority there -
two church bombings also claimed by ISIL
killed more than 45 last month.

Egypt, which attacked Derna again
on Saturday, has carried out a number of
air strikes on its neighbor since Libya de-
scended into factional fighting in the years
following the 2011 civil war that ousted
Muammar Gaddafi.

Several armed groups, including ISIL,
have gained ground in the chaos.

Egypt has been backing eastern com-

sible, including with Russia, but also with
others!

"But we need to know we must fight for
our own future, as Europeans, for our des-
tiny" she said.

M The day after a divided summit

Despite the Trump administration’s talk
of an "America first” policy and ongoing
criticism of Germany for its massive trade
surplus, the G7 leaders in Sicily did vow to
fight protectionism, reiterating “a commit-
ment to keep our markets open”

mander Khalifa Haftar, whose Libyan
National Army has been fighting armed
groups in Benghazi and Derna for more
than two years.

Speaking to Al Jazeera from Boston,
Tarek Masoud of Harvard University said
Egypt cannot solve its security problem by
striking Libya.

‘Are the people who perpetrated the
latest attack in Egypt based in Libya?" he
said.

“Tdon't know. But the fact that this hap-
pened so deep within Egypt suggests to
me that the bases of operations of these
kinds of attacks are not over the border in
Libya, but are actually within Egypt.

"That of course means this is a much

They also agreed to step up pressure on
North Korea, to forge closer cooperation
on security, and on the possibility of impos-
ing more sanctions on Russia over role in
the conflict in Ukraine.

However, while six of the seven G7 na-
tions agreed to stick with their commitment
to implement the 2015 Paris Agreement
that aims to cut emissions and slow glob-
al warming, Trump said he needed more
time to decide if the U.S. would abandon
the accord.

bigger problem, one that may not be
solved by striking some terrorist bases in
faraway Libya"

Libyan National Army spokesman
Colonel Ahmad Messmari told reporters in
Benghazi late on Sunday that Haftar’s forc-
es were coordinating with Egypt’s military
in air strikes and the weekend raids tar-
geted ammunition stores and operations
camps.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
said on Friday the air raids targeted fight-
ers responsible for plotting the attack, and
that Egypt would not hesitate to carry out
additional strikes inside and outside the
country.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

His administration has argued that U.S.
emissions standards are tougher than
those set by China, India and others, and
therefore have put American businesses at
a disadvantage.

Backing out of the climate accord had
been a central plank of Trump's campaign.
Trump once proclaimed global warming a
Chinese hoax.

Trump is “wide open” on whether to
continue U.S. support for the Paris climate
accord, Defense Secretary James Mattis
said in an interview aired on Sunday.

“I'm quite certain the president is wide
open on this issue as he takes in the pros
and cons of that accord,” Mattis told CBS.

The comments from Mattis come after
Trump tweeted on Saturday he would take
a decision "next week” on whether to stick
to or renege on the Paris accord.

After the G7 summit, Merkel called the
climate talks “very difficult, if not to say,
very unsatisfactory”.

Merkel also complained after the meet-
ing that there was resistance during the
summit to drafting language that would
have called for more measures to help ref-
ugees.

says EU cannot ‘fully’ rely on the U.S. or UK

(Source: agencies)
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North Korea fires Scud
missile into Japanese waters,
Tokyo threatens action

North Korea has test-fired a missile into Japanese waters, the
latest in a series of launches that have ratcheted up tensions
over its nuclear weapons programme.

It was North Korea's third ballistic missile test in as many
weeks and the 12th this year - carried out in fresh defiance of
UN sanctions warnings and U.S. threats of possible military ac-
tion.

U.S. military monitors said the short-range missile flew for
six minutes, while Japan said it fell into the country’s exclusive
economic zone (EEZ) - waters extending 370km from its coast.

The launch comes despite tough talk from U.S. President
Donald Trump, who promised last week at the G7 summit that
the “big problem” of North Korea “will be solved”.

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe swiftly condemned the
test and vowed concerted action along with its U.S. ally.

"We will never tolerate North Korea’s continued provocations
that ignore repeated warnings by the international community;’
Abe told reporters.

"As agreed during the G7 summit, the North Korean prob-
lem is the international community’s top priority. In order to de-
ter North Korea, we will take concrete action with the United
States!

Monday’s test,a shortrange Scud, marks the second time
this year that a North Korean missile fell provocatively close to
its neighbour Japan.

It flew about 450 kilometres before landing in the Sea of Ja-
pan (East Sea) between the Korean peninsula and Japan, the
U.S. Pacific Command said.

M Conflict ‘catastrophic’

North Korea has been stepping up efforts towards its ulti-
mate goal - developing an intercontinental ballistic missile that
can deliver a nuclear warhead to the continental U.S.

North Korea has test-fired a missile almost every week for
the past three weeks.

Michael Penn, president of the Tokyo-based Shingetsu news
agency, said the latest test was part of a North Korean effort to
strengthen its military against any possible threats from the U.S.

"The missile technology tests themselves do seem to be the
priority of the North Korean regime, to get their technology as
strong as possible, as quickly as possible, because they feel this
is their best way forward — to show their own ability to defend
themselves against a Trump administration they cannot predict,
Penn told Al Jazeera.

James Mattis, the U.S. secretary of defence, in an interview
that aired on Sunday before the launch, said the U.S. favoured
diplomacy over war with North Korea, which he said would be
“catastrophic”.

“The North Korean regime has hundreds of artillery cannons
and rocket launchers within range of one of the most densely
populated cities on Earth, which is the capital of South Korea,
he told CBS News.

“This regime is a threat to the region, to Japan, to South Ko-
rea. And in the event of war, they would bring danger to China
and to Russia as well.

"But the bottom line is, it would be a catastrophic war if this
turns into a combat, if we're not able to resolve this situation
through diplomatic means!

Mattis declined to say what kind of action from Pyongyang
would constitute a "red line” for Washington, saying the admin-
istration needs “political manoeuvre room”.

M ‘Direct challenge’

South Korea’s new president, Moon Jae-In, ordered a meet-
ing of the national security council to assess the launch, which
came a day after North Korea said its leader Kim Jong-un had
overseen a test of a new anti-aircraft weapons system.

South Korea condemned the test as a ‘grave threat” and
a challenge to the new leader who advocates dialogue with
North Korea in a break from his conservative predecessors.

“That the North repeated such provocations after the inau-
guration of our new leadership... is a direct challenge to our de-
mand for peace and denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula;’
the foreign ministry said.

The missile launches, and Pyongyang’s threat to stage its
sixth nuclear test, have prompted calls for tougher UN sanc-
tions and a warning from Trump that military intervention was
an option under consideration.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Russian oligarch offers to
‘help’ US meddling probes

Russian billionaire Oleg Deripaska Monday said he was ready
to cooperate with U.S. congressional probes into election
meddling by Moscow without immunity, insisting he has evi-
dence against claims of Kremlin interference.

The New York Times cited congressional sources Friday
saying that aluminum magnate Deripaska had requested im-
munity to cooperate with committees investigating alleged
Russian involvement in the U.S. elections.

But Deripaska slammed any claims he had proof on Rus-
sian meddling and was willing to provide it in return for a free
legal pass as “absolutely untrue”.

"The only thing true in the article is the fact that I want
to 'help’ the democratically elected committee of the U.S.
congress, acting in the name of the American people, to find
the truth,” Deripaska said in a statement through his holding
Basic Element.

Deripaska insisted he has “evidence” against claims Russia
interfered and said halting “the spread of slander and other
attacks” against him was a condition for his cooperation.

Lawmakers are reportedly keen to talk to Deripaska about
his links to President Donald Trump's former campaign man-
ager Paul Manafort, as the FBI probes possible collusion be-
tween Trump's camp and Moscow.

Manafort and Kremlin-connected Deripaska did business
together in the mid-2000s, The New York Times reported,
but their relationship broke down into legal wrangling.

Russia has consistently denied claims it had launched a
hacking and influence campaign to swing last year’s U.S.
election in Trump's favor.

Trump has said that any claims of collusion between his
campaign and the Kremlin is “fake news! (Source: AFP)
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> "'.';£ Iranian trade
delegation to be
dispatched to
China, Japan in
s mid-Aug.

TEHRAN — Industry, Mining and Trade
d e s Kk Department of Khorassan Razavi prov-
ince in eastern Iran, is planning to dispatch a trade dele-
gation to China and Japan on August 14 for expansion of
economic relations, Trade Promotion Organization of Iran
announced.

The delegation will be comprised of businessmen and
entrepreneurs in various areas including auto industry,
electronics, petrochemicals, medicine, textile, medical
equipment and etc.

China, Iran's number one trade partner, is the world's
second biggest economy followed by Japan in third place.
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Boost in nominal petchem

output capacity planned

NPC plans to export 23 million tons of petrochemical
products, worth $11 billion, during the current calendar year.

Addressing the inaugural ceremony of the 13th edition of
Iran Petrochemical Forum (IPF), which was held in Tehran on
April 22 and 23, Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh said
that the future of Iran's petrochemical industry is promising
after the implementation of the nuclear deal (officially called
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action which lifted sanction
against Iran in January 2016).

Given that Iran ranks the first and fourth in the world in
terms of gas and oil reserves, respectively, no country enjoys
feedstock as much as Iran to develop its petrochemical in-
dustry, the minister highlighted.

Eurasian Economic Union
close to free-trade deal

with Iran

‘I am personally afraid of [Trump's] dealings with
China," Suleimenov said.

"The U.S. is an important strategic political partner for Ka-
zakhstan, its political importance is much, much bigger than
its economic role. But China is both. It is a political partner
and economic partner,’ he added.

‘And if something bad happens to the U.S.-China rela-
tionship, it is going to affect us. Whether it is a trade war,
and there is dumping by Chinese companies to Kazakhstan,
to the EEU, whether it is a depreciation of the yuan, the
39-year-old US-educated minister said, “there are lots of oth-
er consequences that will affect us!

China is Kazakhstan’s biggest investor and its top export
destination. Beijing sells about $6bn of goods to the coun-
try every year. China has also surpassed traditional regional
heavyweight Russia as the most important trading partner
for some of Kazakhstan's neighbors.

(Source: Financial Times)

India tech giant warns
Trump’s ‘radical shift’ to
hurt industry

The vice chairman at one of India’s largest technology services
companies warned that U.S. President Donald Trump’s visa policies
will damage the industry as his company reported weak earnings
and his stock fell the most in a\most two years.
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Tech Mahindra Ltd. said net income was 5.9 billion rupees ($91
million) in the fourth quarter, compared with the average analyst
estimate of 7.8 billion, according to estimates compiled by Bloomb-
erg. Shares fell as much as 17 percent and traded 12 percent lower
at 1:18 p.m. local time, the largest intraday decline since May 2015.

The U.S. is tightening the criteria for visa programs that Tech
Mahindra and other outsourcing companies use to bring skilled
foreign workers into the country. Trump and other politicians have
criticized the programs for hurting American workers and allowing
companies to use cheaper employees from abroad.

"Trump’s America First agenda and focus on curbing the immi-
gration, especially around H-1B visa policies, will hurt the IT sec-
tor" Vice Chairman Vineet Nayyar said on a conference call. “The
norms propose a radical shift in policies related to visa quotas and
allotment, thereby, leading to a tougher application procedure and
higher cost of Indian IT companies looking to bring talent to the
United States”

Several analysts cut their ratings and price targets for Tech Ma-
hindra after it reported results, including those at JPMorgan Chase
& Co. and Morgan Stanley. Vibhor Singhal of Phillip Securities Pte
reduced shares to a sell rating and slashed the price target to 380
rupees. Tech services companies, including Cognizant Technolo-
gy Solutions, have been cutting positions in India. Some workers
have blamed Trump for prompting the job losses and exacerbating
problems in the industry.

Workers have begun debating whether to form the first indus-
trywide IT union. Trade unions are common in India in manufac-
turing and transportation, but they never had much success in
information technology because pay and benefits had historically
been good.

"These are unsettling times in both in - on politics and econom-
ics of both Europe and U.S." said Nayyar. "However, the demand
for technological services continues unabated. We do believe that
as always, given our resilience, we will be able to see through - see
our way through this current fog” (Source: Bloomberg)
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2nd Iran-Russia Energy Committee
meeting due Iin commg days

TEHRAN — An Irani-
s K an delegation is due
to Ieave Tehran for Moscow in coming
days (up to Friday, June 2) to attend the
second round of Iran-Russia Joint Ener-
gy Committee meeting to be hosted by
Russia, Shana reported on Monday.

The first Iran-Russia Joint Energy
Committee meeting was held in Decem-
ber 2016 in Tehran.

Representatives of giant Russian ol
and gas companies like Gazprom, Ros-
neft, Zarubezhneft and Lukoil attended
the event which was co-chaired by Irani-
an Deputy Oil Minister for International
Affairs and Trading Amir-Hossein Zam-
aninia and Russian Deputy Minister of
Energy Molodtsov Kirill.

Following up on the Tehran meeting's
reached agreements and discussing the

contribution of Russian oil companies in
Iran’s oil and gas projects are the main
subjects of the upcoming event.

Last week a Russian delegation head-
ed by Deputy Energy Minister Yury Sen-
tyurin visited Tehran and held talks with
Zamaninia and a number of Iranian oil
officials.

Four Russian companies namely Gaz-
prom, Lukoil, Zarubezhneft and Tatneft
have signed memorandums of under-
standing (MOUs) with Iran to study eight
oilfields in the country.

Russian companies have the greatest
share of MOUs signed with Iran to study
oilfields.

During the first joint committee meet-
ing Zamaninia asserted that oil and gas
investment capacity between Iran and
Russia could reach $10 billion.

Russian delegation headed by Deputy Energy Minister Yury Sentyurin held talks with
Iranian Deputy Oil Minister Amir-Hossein Zamaninia in Tehran last week.

Asia stocks drift down from 2-year highs, pound nurses losses

Asian stocks handed back earlier modest
gains and drifted lower on Monday, run-
ning short of incentives to push past two-
year highs with many key markets closed
for holidays.

The pound, meanwhile, nursed losses
after a poll showed a shrinking lead for
Prime Minister Theresa May's party in Brit-
ain's upcoming elections. MSCI's broadest
index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan
MIAPJOOOOPUS was down 0.2 percent.
Taking cues after the S&P 500 .SPX and
Nasdaq .IXIC scraped to record closing
highs, it had earlier risen towards a two-
year peak marked on Thursday.

Japan's Nikkei .N225 edged up 0.1 per-
cent while weaker commaodities pushed
down Australian shares 0.5 percent. The
closure of Chinese, British and U.S. mar-
kets on Monday deprived investors of po-
tential catalysts and kept overall trading
subdued.

Brushing aside a North Korean missile
launch, South Korea's KOSPI .KS11 initially
touched an intraday record high before

pulling back 0.1 percent. It was on track to
snap a six-day winning streak.

Pyongyang fired what appeared to be a
short-range ballistic missile early on Mon-
day.

The dollar index against a basket of ma-
jor currencies was steady at 97.465 .DXY
after rising on Friday thanks to upbeat U.S.
gross domestic product data.

The index fell to a 6-1/2-month low
below 97.00 a week ago on U.S. political
concerns centered on President Donald
Trump, but have since crept back.

The dollar and U.S. stocks would face
downward risks if trouble for the Trump
administration becomes a long-term con-
cern, said Masafumi Yamamoto, chief forex
strategist at Mizuho Securities.

"That said, the possibility of the presi-
dent actually being impeached remains
very low, and any negative pressure on
U.S. stocks has been limited so far”

The greenback was steady at 111.290
yen JPY=, with the safe-haven Japanese
currency showing little reaction to North

Korea's missile launch.

“While the North Korean situation re-
mains tense, the market has gotten used
to missile launches, with broader volatil-
ity also declining,” said Shusuke Yamada,
senior strategist at Bank of America Merrill
Lynch in Tokyo.

"The U.S. markets will also be shut to-
day, and that is curbing incentive and re-
stricting overall movements as well”

The pound was a shade higher at
$1.2828 GBP=D4 after dropping more
than 1 percent on Friday to as low as
$1.2775.

Sterling suffered its steepest fall since
January on Friday after an opinion poll
showed the governing Conservatives' lead
over the Labour opposition down to just
5 percentage points with less than two
weeks before a general election.

The euro declined 0.1 percent to
$1.1165 EUR=. The common currency had
soared to a 6-1/2-month high of $1.1268
last week on factors including relief at the
French presidential election outcome, but

it has failed to make further headway.

South Africa’s rand was turbulent after
reports President Jacob Zuma defeated a
no-confidence motion against him.

The rand went to a two-month high of
12.65 per dollar ZAR=D3 before pulling
back to 12.85.

Crude oil prices slipped, their modest
recovery from disappointment over last
week’s OPEC meeting sputtering out on
the back of a relentless rise in U.S. drilling.
[O/R]

Oil suffered a big drop last week after
an OPEC-led decision to extend produc-
tion curbs did not go as far as many inves-
tors had hoped.

U.S. crude Clcl was down 0.2 percent
at $49.63 a barrel, having slumped to as
low as $48.18 on Friday. Brent fell 0.3 per-
cent to $49.63 a barrel LCOCc1.

Spot gold XAU= hovered close to a
near four-week high of $1,269.50 an ounce
hit on Friday, led higher by investors who
feared political risks.

(Source: Reuters)

World luxury goods sales growth seen up 2-4 percent in 2017

Global sales of personal luxury goods will grow by a strong-
er- than-expected 2-4 percent at constant exchange rates
in 2017, as higher spending in Europe and China outpace
weakness in the United States and southeast Asia, a report

showed on Monday.

In 2017, total revenue in the sector that includes watches,
Jjewelry, clothes, shoes and leather goods will rise to 254 bil-
lion-259 billion euros (221.16 billion-225.51 billion pounds)
from 249 billion euros in 2016, the study by consultancy
group Bain & Co and Italian luxury industry association Al-

tagamma showed.

The luxury goods sector has suffered in the past couple
of years from fewer tourists coming to Europe after a wave
of militant attacks on the continent, less business in Hong

Kong and slowing demand in China.

In October, Bain had forecast 2017 growth of 1-2 per-
cent for the luxury sector, but the industry managed to

grow 4 percent year-on-year in the first quarter of 2017.
‘After a difficult 2016, the first quarter of 2017 brought
some relief to the luxury industry. The continuous repatria-
tion of Chinese consumption as well as a positive outlook
in Europe both for locals and tourists will help drive overall
market growth during the remainder of the year, said Clau-

dia D'Arpizio, Bain partner and lead author of the study.

Bain does not name specific companies, but in the first
quarter of 2017 luxury giants LVMH (LVMH.PA), Kering
(PRTPPA) and Hermes (HRMS.PA) all posted strong resullts.

Bain partner Federica Levato, another of the authors of
the report, told Reuters: “It's a healthier growth than before.
So we have revised our market forecast for this year. Some
players who are doing well are really outperforming!”

Europe, which is starting to see tourists returning, is ex-
pected to be the fastest growing market for luxury goods
this year, with sales seen up 7-9 percent.

Bright spots were Spain, seen as a relatively safe destina-
tion, and Britain, rendered more affordable to tourists after
a post-Brexit slump in sterling, while mainland China was
also recovering with 6-8 percent growth, said the report.

Bain predicted that sales in the rest of Asia could shrink
2-4 percent in 2017.

(Source: Reuters)

Far from ‘strong and stable’, May’s economic plan is weak and unstable

By Larry Elliott

Ad Theresa May come back from her Easter
walking holiday and decided against holding
a general election, few would have blamed
her. Going to the country on 8 June was al-
ways a gamble, as has become evident the
longer the campaign has gone on.

Consider the reasons for caution. It is
mid-term when governments tend to be un-
popular. The public is sick of politics after the
2014 Scottish referendum, the 2015 general
election and last year’s EU referendum. May
had a workable majority and had vowed to
go the distance.

What's more, there were solid economic
reasons to let things be. The recovery from
the deep slump of 2008-09 has been