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German company 
signs PPA for 100 MW 
solar plant in Iran

Iranian intelligence 
arrests Iranian-British 
national for espionage  

Almost $600,000 raised 
on charity ceremony to 
free prisoners 

Iran film projects on Rumi 
revived as Hollywood 
reveals new project  
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TEHRAN – Professor Paul Pillar, 
a former deputy chief of coun-
ter-terrorism at the CIA, says “If 
the Saudi government had be-
lieved that pressuring the UN 
secretary general to keep Saudi 
Arabia off some list would have 
avoided drawing attention to ac-
cusations against itself, the move 
clearly backfired.”

“The secretary general did the 
right thing by publicizing the mat-
ter, thereby defeating the pres-
sure and publicizing the children’s 
rights issue and how it involves 
Saudi Arabia,” Pillar says in an ex-
clusive interview with the Tehran 

Times.
Following is the text of the in-

terview with Paul Pillar.
 28 pages of a report sup-

posed to be published 
about Saudi role in Sep-
tember 11 attacks cre-
ated lots of debates, but 
now the CIA chief says 
the report will be pub-
lishing soon but there is 
nothing in it about 
the role of Saudis. 
What is behind the 
omission?

A: With-
out direct 
access to 
the passage 
in question, 

those of us who have not read 
it can only infer what it contains 
based on the comments of those 
who have, including the CIA di-
rector.  Nothing has come to 

light publicly, from any source, 
indicating that the Saudi gov-
ernment was involved in the 
9/11 attacks.  Reports such as 
the one that is the subject of 

this controversy, typ-
ically include refer-
ence to all possibly 
relevant evidence, 
including what is 
credible as well 
as what is not 
so credible, and 
also including 
much evidence 

that is fragmentary and cannot 
be the basis for firm conclusions.  
My guess is that the 28 pages 
includes reporting of a fragmen-
tary and inconclusive nature, and 
that there is nothing firm in it that 
could or should be the basis for 
saying that the Saudi regime had 
a role in the attacks.  

 Hasn’t been there enough 
assessment in the first report 
now that there is the talk of re-
assessing it by omitting the Sau-
di role?

A: Whenever there is atten-
tion given to a “hidden” docu-
ment such as this one, people 
get intrigued and start guessing 
or jumping to conclusions about 
what is in it.     9

SEOUL (Reuters) — South Ko-
rea’s imports of Iranian crude oil 
jumped around 130 percent in 
May from the same month a year 
ago, extending gains after interna-
tional sanctions were lifted in Janu-
ary on Iran’s nuclear program.

Seoul brought in 1.26 million 
tons of Iranian crude oil last month, 
or 297,625 barrels per day (bpd), 

compared with 541,510 tons im-
ported a year ago, customs data 
showed. In the first five months of 
the year, the world’s fifth-largest 
crude importer shipped in 5.08 mil-
lion tons, or 244,917 bpd, of crude 
from the Middle Eastern country, 
versus 2.46 million tons in the same 
period in 2015, according to the data.

Iran, which is seeking to make 

up for lost trade following the lift-
ing of sanctions imposed in 2011 
and 2012 over its nuclear pro-
gram, has emerged as OPEC’s 
fastest source of supply growth 
this year, the International Energy 
Agency said on Tuesday. 

Overall, South Korea imported 
12.43 million tons of crude last 
month, or 2.94 million bpd. The 

total was 4 percent lower than the 
13 million tons imported in May of 
2015, the customs data showed. 

Final data for South Korea’s 
crude oil imports last month will 
be published by state-run Korea 
National Oil Corp (KNOC) later 
the month. The KNOC data is con-
sidered the industry standard for 
South Korea’s oil imports. 

Ex-CIA official: Saudi Arabia is not 
the only state trying to exert pressure on UN

Domestic terrorism, 
offspring of social 
negligence

Excepting that the terrorist attack 
inside Pulse, a gay nightclub in 
Orlando, Florida, United States 

is claimed by the Islamic State in Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist 
group is ludicrous. 

The claim that the Orlando assail-
ant, identified as 29-year-old Omar 
Mateen, an American born to parents 
of Afghan background, was a mem-
ber of the ISIL terrorist outfit is ridicu-
lous; at least to the extent that the ISIL 
propaganda machine claims.

It is also ridiculous because the ISIL 
had kept silent over the incident until the 
assailant’s conversation with the police 
was revealed, in which Mateen admits 
that he has vowed allegiance to the 
ruthless ISIL terrorist group, and the ISIL 
also learned that the mass shooter was a 
Muslim from an Afghan origin. 

Beside ISIL’s opportunistic move in 
taking organized and ideological ad-
vantages of such incidents, the ques-
tion that surface is why “lone wolf” and 
“self-radicalized” terrorists at last prefer 
to somehow hook themselves to the 
ISIL, or other terrorist groups.    9

IRISL rises to 
21st place in 
Alphaliner’s 

Top 100 ranking 
TEHRAN — The 
Islamic Republic 

of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL) has ad-
vanced in the Alphaliner’s Top 100 
ranking, climbing to 21st place in June 
from 22nd in May.

The Alphaliner Top 100 is the ranking 
of the largest container or liner opera-
tors in terms of global capacity, taking 
into account the fleets of virtually all of 
the container operators worldwide. 

IRISL had also been ranked 22nd in 
April.

Owning 47 ships, IRISL current-
ly has the capacity of 99,582 twen-
ty-foot-equivalent unit (TEU), together 
with 2,288 TEU in order-book.

Based on Alphaliner’s report, the 
IRISL’s capacity takes up 0.5% of world’s 
shipping lines. IRISL has resumed its 
routes to various destinations across 
Europe, IRIB quoted the IRISL man-
aging director Mohammad Saeedi as 
saying in April.

Iran’s shipping lines to Europe had 
been cut for seven years under the west-
ern-led sanctions against the country, 
but shipping lines to Homburg in Ger-
many, Antwerp in Belgium, and Genoa 
in Italy are now re-connected thanks to 
the removal of sanctions, the official said. 
He added that Iran also plans to resume 
its shipping lines to Latin America, Brazil, 
Argentina, and Uruguay on the way to 
make its exports and imports easier and 
of course at lower prices.

Rouhani raps 
UN for delisting 
of Saudis, pities 

for regional 
conditions  

TEHRAN — The 
Iranian president has 

leveled heavy criticism at the United 
Nations for delisting Saudi Arabia from 
its child perpetrators report, lamenting 
that international organizations are 
growingly losing their credibility. 

President Rouhani’s remarks come 
days after UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon let slip why he decided to 
remove the Saudi-led coalition from a 
blacklist over its role in child fatalities 
in Yemen. 

The UN report, which annually 
shames the worst perpetrators, put the 
blame on the coalition for 60 percent 
of 1,953 children recorded as killed or 
maimed in the conflict in 2015.

“With the UN Secretary General re-
moving the name of a country form the 
list of children perpetrators over finan-
cial concerns, international organiza-
tions are growingly losing their already 
questionable status,” Rouhani told a 
press conference held on Wednesday 
after he had a meeting with head of 
other two branches of the government. 

Ban accused Saudi Arabia and its 
military allies of placing “undue pres-
sure” on the international organization 
for a changed decision as Saudis had 
threatened to cut their dollars to UN 
humanitarian agencies.    2

TEHRAN — Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 

Seyyed Ali Khamenei said on Tuesday that Iran 
will “burn” the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-

tion if the U.S. “tears it up.” 
“We will not violate the JCPOA; however, 

if the other side violates it, as the U.S. presi-
dential candidates are threatening to tear up 

the JCPOA, we will burn it,” he said during a 
meeting on Tuesday with the heads of the three 
branches of the government and other ranking 
officials of the country.    2

Leader: Iran will burn 
JCPOA if U.S. tears it up 

  See page 1 1

AEOI spokesman: 
Iran not to bow 
to U.S. pressures 
for extra JCPOA 
undertakings

2

S.Korea’s Iran crude imports for May more than double on year

TEHRAN — In its 15th 
monthly meeting of board 

members, Tehran Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines & Agriculture (TCCIM) finalized 
its statement, calling for the government to ad-
just a unified foreign exchange rate.

The TCCIM members unanimously admitted 
that large fluctuations of foreign exchange rate 
have repressed demand and faced production 
with recession, while unreal valuation of the na-
tional currency has paved the way for financial 
corruption, intransparency, and rent-seeking. 
Fixing a unified foreign exchange rate, as they 
asserted, would buffer domestic production, 
exports of domestic products, combat smug-
gling of goods into the country, and result in 
indigenous growth. 

During the two-hour meeting, the head 
of TCCIM Masoud Khansari, in his short 

speech, put the volume of exports in the 
first two months of the current Iranian cal-
endar year 1395 (started March 20, 2016) 
at $6.8 billion, showing a 15 percent de-

crease and imports at $5.5 billion, regis-
tering a 13.5 percent drop, compared to 
the same to the same period last year. The 
Industrial Production Index (IPI) in the last 
three months of 1394, as Khansari said, 
registered a 4.6 percent growth, compared 
to the same time in the preceding year.

Earlier in February and in support of the 
government’s designated frame for exchange 
rate unification, Khansari said that since the sin-
gle exchange rate has nothing to do with the 
government’s forex reserves, the single rate 
regime can trigger an economic boom, provid-
ed that markets determine the rates, Fars news 
agency reported at the time.

Iran has been using a dual exchange rate 
system since 2012 when international econom-
ic and banking restrictions on the country were 
tightened due to its nuclear program.  

TCCIM pushes for exchange rate unification
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Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines & 
Agriculture Head Masoud Khansari speaking in the 
15th monthly meeting of the chamber’s board members

Iran’s wrestling World Cup winners touch down in Tehran

“Starless Dreams” 
director cancels 
Iranian premiere to 
conceal identity of cast

TEHRAN — Ira-
nian director and 

producer Mehrdad Oskui have can-
celled the Iranian premiere of “Starless 
Dreams”, his latest documentary set 
in an Iranian rehabilitation center for 
girls, to conceal the identity of the ju-
venile offenders appearing in the film. 

The decision was made to avoid any 
trouble that may arise for the juveniles 
after the screening of the documentary, 
Oskui told the Persian service of ILNA 
on Wednesday.  The documentary shows 
young women in an Iranian juvenile de-
tention center reflecting on the crimes 
they have committed and the harsh cir-
cumstances that have shaped their lives.

“Starless Dreams” was scheduled to 
go on screen at the Art and Experience 
Cinema, movie theaters that are dedi-
cated to screening art films and other 
movies aimed typically at a limited audi-
ence. The documentary earned a spe-
cial mention at the 4th Kino w Trampk-
ach Film Festival for Children and Youth, 
which was held in Warsaw, Poland earli-
er this week. “Starless Dreams” also won 
the top award of the 19th Full Frame 
Documentary Film Festival, which was 
held in Durham, North Carolina.
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By Javad Heirannia
INTERVIEW

Rafsanjani urges 
govt. to resolve 
inflation, recession, 
unemployment

TEHRAN — Ayatol-
lah Akbar Hashemi 

Rafsanjani, chairman of the Expedien-
cy Council, said on Tuesday that the 
government should resolve inflation, 
recession and unemployment.

“The government has recently de-
cided to use double-edged sword of 
liquidity to boost production,” he said 
during a meeting some members of 
the Union of Islamic Iran People Party.

He said that it is essential to use “the 
people’s capabilities” and strengthen-
ing the private sector in order to im-
prove the economy. He also said that 
poverty disturbs “social peace” in the 
society and spreads “social harms”.
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Para-archer 
Abbaspour books 
Paralympics berth 

Somayeh Abbaspour 
from Iran booked 

her place at the Rio 2016 Paralympic 
Games on Wednesday.

In the compound women’s compe-
tition, the Iranian para-archer defeated 
Teresa Wallace from USA 133:132 in the 
bronze-medal match and qualified for 
the Paralympics. Ksenija Markitantova 
from Ukraine defeated Spaniard Carmen 
Rubio 140:134 and won the gold medal.

Silver medal went to Carmen Rubio 
who beat Ukraine’s Ksenija Markitanto-
va 134:140. The competition was held 
in Nove Mesto in Czech Republic. 
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TEHRAN — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Mo-

hammad Javad Zarif and U.S. Secretary of 
State John Kerry met each other in Oslo 
on Wednesday to talk a bit more on the 
nuclear deal, formally known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action. 

The appearance was scheduled on the 
sidelines of the 2016 edition of the Oslo 
Forum, an annual international confer-
ence of armed conflict mediators and 
peace process actors.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said 
on Wednesday he had discussed ways 
to revive a “frayed” Syrian truce and get 
aid into besieged communities with Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, who had indicated “how this can be 
achieved,” according to Reuters. 

The 70-minute meeting with Zarif took 
place soon after Kerry’s arrival in Norway 
from the Dominican Republic. The two 
also discussed the implementation of the 
2015 Iran nuclear deal and related sanc-
tions relief for Tehran, the U.S. State De-
partment said.

Iran has complained that concerns 
among banks about breaking remaining 
sanctions had deterred investment since 

the deal was signed in July. Washington 
has said Iran needs to do more to make 
itself attractive to Western companies.

On Syria, where the war is in its sixth 
year, Kerry said he still hoped to be able 
to fully stop the fighting. The February 
agreement has largely collapsed and 
there has been little progress in negotiat-
ing a political transition that is supposed 
to begin on Aug. 1. 

Backed militarily by Iran and Russia, 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has 
shown no willingness to compromise, 
much less step aside to allow a transition 
Western powers maintain is the solution 
to the conflict.

At Wednesday’s meeting Zarif had “in-
dicated to me possibilities of how this can 
be achieved”, Kerry said. 

“It is very clear that the cessation of 
hostilities is frayed and at risk,” Kerry told 
delegates at the forum near Oslo.

Also, Foreign Minister Zarif is quoted 
as having said in Oslo that he believes that 
the United States has removed sanctions 
on paper but that it needs to do more to 
remove the psychological remnants that 
prevent banks from going ahead to lend.

Earlier on Tuesday, top foreign policy 

decision-makers of Iran and EU sat to-
gether to clear away obstacles hinder-
ing full implementation of the nuclear 
deal.

Iran expects to reap economic gains 
from the deal with West and strong 
banking ties with international partners 
is key to fulfilling the goal. 

Iran and the 5+1 group of countries, 
including five permanent members of 
the UN Security Council members plus 
Germany, forged a deal in July 2015 on 
Tehran’s nuclear program, resulting in 
removal of sanctions against Iran in ex-
change for constraints on the country’s 
nuclear activities. 
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‘Motalefeh to tread 
on path of Khordad 
26 martyrs’

TEHRAN —  The Islamic Coalition (Motalefeh) Par-
ty chairman Mohammad Nabi Habibi on Wednes-
day said the party will always tread in the path of 
Khordad 26 martyrs, ISNA reported.

Iran annually marks the day (falling on June 15) 
for losing four lives (members of the party). The 
four were killed on the day for having taken ac-
tion against the American capitulation law that was 
instated during the Shah. They assassinated the 
prime minister for the implementation of the ca-
pitulation.
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Afghan MP urges 
Iran’s inclusion in 
quadripartite peace 
talks

TEHRAN —  A member of Afghanistan’s parliament 
emphasized that the Kabul government needs to 
include more countries, particularly neighboring 
Iran, in the process of peace talks with the Taliban.

Seyed Ali Kazemi told the Tasnim News Agency 
he has already proposed that the Kabul government 
should invite more countries, such as Iran, Russia and 
India, to attend the process of peace talks.

He also criticized Pakistan for delaying the peace 
talks, which has inflicted heavy damages on the Af-
ghan nation.

Given Iran’s supports for Afghanistan, Tehran 
should be given a stronger role in the process of 
the peace talks, and Kabul should ask friendly and 
neighboring countries to take part in the process, 
he urged.
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TEHRAN —  Spokesman of the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Behrouz Kamalvandi 
blasted Washington for raising demands beyond 
the Vienna nuclear deal signed by Tehran and the 
world powers in July, stressing that Iran will not bow 
to pressures.

Speaking to the state-run TV on Wednesday, 
Kamalvandi explained that during the nuclear ne-
gotiations, the other side insisted on using the word 
“inventory” in the nuclear deal but given the Iranian 
negotiators’ familiarity with the word and the le-
gal obligations that accompany its use (in the text), 
Tehran opposed their demand.

AEOI spokesman: Iran 
not to bow to U.S. 
pressures for extra 
JCPOA undertakings
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TEHRAN —  Iraq’s Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari 
lauded Iranian commander Major General Qassem 
Soleimani for his dedication to advisory assistance to 
the Arab country in its fight against terrorism.

In a televised speech, Jaafari said Baghdad hails 
General Soleimani’s role, describing him as an advi-
sor with respectable views who is always ready for 
self-sacrifice.

As regards Iran’s assistance to Iraq, the top dip-
lomat said his country is ready for any cooperation 
that respects Iraq’s sovereignty.

Iraqi FM commends 
Iran’s general 
Soleimani for 
advisory help
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Araqchi no member of 
Quds Force

TEHRAN —  An informed source in the Foreign 
Ministry has refuted allegations that Deputy For-
eign Minister Abbas Araqchi and some other col-
leagues are members of the Quds Force, IRNA re-
ported on Wednesday.

Recently Javad Mansuri, an ex-diplomat had 
made the claim about the officials.
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Iran MPs mull suing 
Canada seizure of 
assets

TEHRAN —  A parliamentary panel in Iran is exam-
ining Canada’s appropriation of Iranian assets for 
possible launch of a lawsuit against the seizure, a 
lawmaker says. 

“There is an atmosphere of Iranophobia in 
America which doesn’t want the goals of the JCPOA 
to materialize in a peaceful environment,” Iranian 
MP Alireza Rahimi said on Wednesday, Press TV 
reported. 

“Court rulings against our assets under various 
pretexts are in line with efforts to portray a totally 
insecure atmosphere after the JCPOA and debase 
the opportunity which has been created,” he said. 

 1 
According to Reuters, Republican candidate Donald 

Trump said last August it would be hard to “rip up” the 
deal, but if elected president he would “police that con-
tract so tough they don’t have a chance.” 

“The Islamic Republic won’t be the first to violate 
the nuclear deal. Staying faithful to a promise is an or-
der of Quran, but if the American presidential candi-
dates carry out their threats to tear up the deal, then 
the Islamic Republic will burn the JCPOA,” the Leader 
stressed.

In March, Ted Cruz, a Republican presidential hope-
ful, told the Zionist lobby AIPAC that they would scrap 
the nuclear deal with Iran as they take office.

The Leader further stated that the other side is com-
mitted to remove sanctions, but the sanctions have not 
been lifted completely, adding that the U.S. says there 
is no impediment to banking interaction with Iran, but 
banks do not dare interacting with Iran in practice.

The issue of insuring oil tankers has not been resolved 
completely yet, Ayatollah Khamenei continued saying. 

Iran has fulfilled its commitments, stopped its 
uranium enrichment at 20 percent, and shut down 
nuclear facilities in Fordow and Arak, the Leader re-
minded.

It is difficult for Iran to access oil revenues and the 

country’s assets in foreign banks have not been returned 
due to the U.S. “enmity” and failure to deliver its prom-
ises, he said.

Elsewhere, the Leader noted that it is a “miscon-
ception that we [the Islamic Republic] can come to 
terms with the US. We cannot rely on illusions,” calling 
it wrong. 

“The main problem of the U.S. is the existence of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran which will not be resolved 
through negotiation and establishment of relations, 
because power and independence which originate in 
Islam are not acceptable for the arrogant power,” he 
added.

Elsewhere, the Leader warned of enemy plots to hin-
der Iran’s progress.

“The enemy’s plan is to eliminate the Islamic Republic 
capabilities or prevent the capabilities from flourishing,” 
he said.

Finally, the Leader highlighted that “planning and 
prioritizing” issues related to recession and unem-
ployment will speed up implementation of the resist-
ance economy.

Iran and the 5+1 group - the United States, Britain, 
France, China and Russia plus Germany - finalized the 
text of the JCPOA in Vienna in July 2015. The nuclear 
deal went into effect in January 2016.

TEHRAN — Irani-
an intelligence forces 

have arrested an Iranian-English woman 
who they said was linked to foreign in-
telligence services over cyber and media 
sabotage attempts and national security 
matters. 

Nazanin Zaghari, 37, was arrested by 
intelligence teams affiliated with the Is-
lamic Republic Guards Corps (IRGC) on 
April 3 this year in Imam Khomeini Inter-
national Airport, transferred to Kerman 
province short after. 

A manager with the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation, Nazanin Zaghari was arrest-
ed where she and her daughter, Gabriel-
la, were about to board a flight back to 
Britain. According to the Guardian, the 
Guardian reported. 

Since her arrest, Zaghari has 
been held in solitary confinement in 
an unknown location in the southern 
province of Kerman while allowed 
phone calls and visits from her fam-
ily during the confinement, the re-
port says. 

Unlike the report, Zaghari’s hus-
band, Richard Ratcliffe has rejected 
the allegations, saying it is difficult for 
him to see how her wife and little girl 
could pose a threat to Iran’s national 
security. 

“It is hard to understand how a 
young mother and her small child on 
holiday could be considered an is-
sue of national security. She has been 
over to visit her family regularly since 
making Britain her home,” her hus-

band said in a statement,” he told the 
Guardian.  

Zaghari’s suit has been referred to 
Tehran, for further investigations by IRGC 
intelligence units and some judicial work-
ing.  

Although Iran and Britain has not 
been in good terms historically, over 
the past 15 years bilateral relations 
have been plagued by London’s firm 
stance on Iran’s nuclear program and 
the ensuing sanctions regimes as well 
as storming of Britain’s embassy in Teh-
ran in 2011. 

However, there have been open-
ings in ties as Tehran forged a deal 
with the 5+1 group of countries, of 
which Britain was one, over its nuclear 
program.
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As a solution to the loosening cred-

ibility, the president recommended that 
countries themselves make the best use 
of their independence, security, and in-
stability. 

Rouhani also aired concerns over 
fragile conditions of the region, saying 
the region’s condition is “deplorable.” 

“The region’s condition is deplorable. 
Unfortunately, terrorists continue to com-

mit brutal killings.”
These conditions, Rouhani implied not 

so vaguely, are a result of lame-duck in-

ternational organizations. 
“Yet, we will keep assisting our neigh-

bors, and we hope the Iraqi people will 

enjoy security and stability soon,” he said. 
This the first formal reaction of Pres-

ident Rouhani to the UN delisting row, 
coming amid Saudis’ continuous sectar-
ian accusations against Tehran. 

This is while Iran was and continues 
to be the first regional country censuring 
Saudis for launching an attack on Yemeni 
people. 

The war has cost thousands of lives, 
including children, and millions displaced.  

TEHRAN — Iranian Navy Command-
er Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari 

said on Wednesday countering “soft threats” is an “im-
portant duty.” 

“Staging military exercises mean that we have the 
tools to counter hard threats, but countering soft threats 
is one of our important duties,” he said.

He stressed that the enemy seeks to change Iranians’ 

lifestyle and make it void of Quran’s instructions.
Sayyari further attached great importance to practicing 

Quran’s teachings in order to counter any cultural invasion.
There are two types of “hard and soft threats” which 

require two kinds of “military and spiritual readiness” to 
be countered, the commander highlighted.

According to Fars news agency, Sayyari announced 
on Tuesday that the Navy plan to stage 20 military exer-

cises by February, saying the country is now capable of 
building fully home-made destroyers.

Soft threat and soft war entered the political dis-
course of Iranian officials when it was used for the first 
time by the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei to refer to all cultural 
and non-hardware ways the enemy can use to pene-
trate the country. 

Leader: Iran will burn JCPOA if U.S. tears it up 

Iranian intelligence arrests Iranian-British national for espionage  

Rouhani raps UN for delisting of Saudis, pities for regional conditions  

Official calls countering soft threats important duty

Leader says the Islamic Republic 
won’t be the first to violate the 
nuclear deal. Staying faithful to 
a promise is an order of Quran, 
but if the American presidential 

candidates carry out their 
threat to tear up the deal, then 
the Islamic Republic will burn 

the JCPOA. 

Rouhani says with the UN Secretary General 
removing the name of a country form the list of 

children perpetrators over financial concerns, 
international organizations are growingly losing 

their already questionable status. 
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Zarif and Kerry meet in Norway, talk a bit 
more about JCPOA and Syria



ISIL fighters en route 
to Europe for attacks 
on Belgium & France : 
security sources 

Belgian and French security forces have received an anti-ter-
ror alert about a group of ISIL terrorist group fighters who 
recently left Syria and are heading to Europe. They are al-
legedly planning attacks in Belgium and France, according to 
security sources cited by Reuters and AP. 

The Belgian crisis center has said the alert was sent to all 
police forces in the country.

However, there were no immediate plans to raise the se-
curity level to the maximum showing an imminent threat of 
an attack, the source added.

The terrorists in question “left Syria about a week and a half 
ago to reach Europe via Turkey and Greece by boat without 
passports,” Belgian newspaper DH reported, quoting the alert.

A source in the French Interior Ministry said Belgian au-
thorities had sent the alert to their French counterparts, who 
were now reviewing the data. “We know the threat is very 
high,” the source said, as quoted by Reuters. “We’re review-
ing all the elements (in the alert).”

“We know there are fighters who are coming back (to Eu-
rope),” French government spokesman Stephane Le Foll told 
a news conference Wednesday.

However, French authorities remain “very cautious” about 
the alert, as they receive such notes very often, AP quoted 
their source as saying.

The latest news comes just days after an ISIL fighter at-
tacked a French police commander and his partner at their 
home outside Paris.

Tensions are also running high over the Euro 2016 foot-
ball championship in France. Some 90,000 police and private 
guards have been mobilized to manage events in the face of 
the terror attack threat, and dual steel rings have been set up 
to ensure the maximum protection at venues.

Both Belgium and France have come under attack in the last 
few months. Belgium was hit on March 22, when 32 people died 
in coordinated bombings at Brussels’ Zaventem Airport and a 
Metro station, and last November, 130 people were killed in a 
series of suicide bombings and a mass shooting in Paris.

(Source: RT)

Obama hit Donald Trump in a 
fiery speech over Muslim ban
U.S. President Obama rendered a fiery rebuke of presump-
tive Republican nominee Donald Trump’s  speech on immi-
gration and Islam in which he re-upped calls to ban Muslims 
from immigrating to America.

Obama was visibly irritated as he seemed to take particu-
lar issue with an argument repeatedly made by Trump that 
the president refuses to use the phrase “radical Islam.”

Speaking from the Treasury Department, following a meeting 
with the National Security Council on the efforts to defeat ISIL ter-
rorist group (the meeting had been scheduled before the Orlando 
attack), Obama said using the phrase accomplishes nothing.

“There’s no magic to the phrase ‘radical Islam.’ It’s a politi-
cal talking point,” Obama said. “What exactly would using this 
label accomplish? What exactly would it change?…Is there a 
military strategy that is served by this?”

The answer, Obama said Tuesday, is “none of the above.” 
He added, “calling a threat by a different name is not going 
to make it go away,” slamming the critique as partisan rheto-
ric that plays into the hands of extremists, an argument he’s 
made before in his denouncements of critique. 

For about 20 minutes, the U.S. president lambasted Trump 
and the focus of his Monday afternoon speech without using 
the businessman’s name, choosing instead to refer to him 
as a “politicians who tweet” and the “presumptive Republi-
can nominee.” In an interview with PBS‘s Gwen Ifill, President 
Obama said he does not like to use Trump’s name in speech-
es because the nominee seems to be particularly capable of 
doing his own “marketing.”

On Monday, Trump spoke out against the president’s 
anti-terrorism strategy numerous times—in a speech and 
in interviews. At some points, he seemed to imply that the 
president was willfully oblivious to the goals of terror groups 
like ISIS. “He doesn’t get it or he gets it better than anybody 
understands — it’s one or the other and either one is unac-
ceptable,” Trump said in a TV interview Monday.

In a speech later in the afternoon, Trump seemed to 
suggest American Muslims were implicit in acts of terror. “I 
want every American to succeed. Including Muslims. But 
they have to work with us. They know what is going on,” 
Trump said Monday. “They know that he was bad. They 
knew the people in San Bernardino were bad. But you 
know, what they didn’t turn them in and we had death 
and destruct.”

The values that Trump’s speech championed, Obama said 
Tuesday, directly contradict the values America was founded 
upon. “If we fall into the trap of painting all Muslims with a broad 
brush and imply that we are at war with an entire religion then 
we are doing the terrorist work for them,” Obama said. 

(Source: Time)
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Kerry tells Russia U.S. patience on Syria ‘very limited’

Turkey must still do more to meet the EU’s conditions to 
win visa-free travel for Turks under a migrant crisis deal, 
for which the deadline is July 1, the European Commis-
sion said Wednesday.

“On visa liberalization, Turkey still needs to fulfill the 
remaining benchmarks of the road map so that visa re-
quirements for Turkey citizens can be lifted soon,” said 
Migration Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos.

He said however that Turkey had made “spectacu-
lar” progress by so far fulfilling 65 of the 72 benchmarks 
set by Brussels “and our people work together with the 
Turkish authorities to accomplish this goal.”

The European Union agreed in March to offer Turkey 
visa-free access by July 1, increased aid and sped up 
accession talks in return for Ankara controlling the flood 
of migrants crossing into Greece.

But Turkey has yet to fulfill all of the conditions laid 
down by the European Commission for the visa agree-
ment, including changes to Ankara’s anti-terrorism laws 
to meet EU concerns over human rights.

Turkey’s Europe minister has admitted there is no 
chance of completing the deal on visa-free travel to the 
EU by the July 1 deadline.

(Source: AFP)

The NATO alliance agreed on Wednes-
day to hold onto its broad geographic 
layout of bases in Afghanistan, a move 
that could make it easier for the Unit-
ed States to keep more troops there as 
Kabul struggles with a resurgent Taliban 
threat.

President Barack Obama has planned 
to slash the number of U.S. forces in Af-
ghanistan from about 9,800 to 5,500 be-
fore he leaves office in 2017, despite calls 
from former commanders and envoys to 
halt the drawdown.

NATO defense ministers gathered in 
Brussels signaled a willingness to stay, 
with Britain’s Michael Fallon saying flat-
ly: “This is the wrong time to walk away 
from Afghanistan.”

He warned any collapse of the coun-
try would send thousands more migrants 
heading to Europe at a time when the 
continent already faces uncontrolled mi-
gration flows.

Fallon told reporters that U.S. Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter told the ministers 
during closed-door talks that America 
troop levels “are being looked at again”.

Carter declined to confirm that how-
ever, telling a news conference it was 
“not a topic of discussion” and saying 

only that Obama would be willing to 
consider security conditions in Afghani-
stan and their impact on force levels later 
in the year.

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stolten-
berg said several nations on Wednesday 
committed to a troop presence next 
year in Afghanistan, underscoring a 
theme likely to figure prominently at next 
month’s NATO summit in Warsaw.

“With a regional presence, we will 
continue to advise, train and assist the 
Afghan national forces because we are 
very committed to continuing to support 
Afghans,” Stoltenberg said.

The United States contributes 6,800 
troops to NATO’s training mission in Af-
ghanistan, which will fall to 3,400 under 
the current plan, a NATO diplomat said. 
Washington also carries out a unilateral 

counter-terrorism mission in Afghanistan.
NATO’s “hub-and-spoke” model for 

troops training and advising Afghan forc-
es extends well beyond the capital Kabul 
to allow an international military pres-
ence at regional hubs. But NATO policy-
makers had been examining whether it 
was possible to keep those posts open, 
even as force levels fall.

“I believe we’ll have sufficient resourc-
es, and our military commanders have 
told us we’ll have sufficient resources, to 
stay in the basic posture,” the diplomat 
said.

The senior diplomat, speaking to a 
small group of reporters on condition of 
anonymity, also expected NATO leaders 
to agree to some $5 billion in funding to 
sustain Afghan security forces at the cur-
rent levels through 2020.

The current NATO commitment to 
fund the Afghan security forces only ex-
tends through 2017.

The funding is based on maintaining a 
goal of 352,000 Afghan soldiers and po-
lice. The official roster currently includes 
about 320,000 members of the security 
forces, a U.S. military commander said 
earlier this week.

 (Source: Reuters)

By staff & agencies
At least 70 fighters have been killed in 
less than 24 hours of fierce clashes be-
tween pro-government forces, extremists 
and rebels in Syria’s Aleppo province, a 
monitor said Wednesday.

Pro-government fighters -- backed by 
government and Russian airstrikes -- re-
took the villages of Zaytan and Khalasa to 
the southwest of Aleppo city after losing 
control of them hours earlier, the Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights said.

But Al-Nusra Front, Syria’s al-Qaeda 
affiliate, launched a counterattack to re-
take Khalasa Wednesday morning, Ob-
servatory chief Rami Abdel Rahman said.

“Khalasa is on a high hill overlooking 
large parts of the south of Aleppo prov-
ince,” he said. 

The area overlooks the government’s 
supply road around the south of Aleppo 
city, linking the government-held Nayrab 
airport to the city’s southeast and areas 
controlled by government troops to its 
west, he said.

Rebel- and extremist-held areas in the 
south of Aleppo province faced heavy 
strikes and shelling overnight, said the 
Britain-based monitor, which relies on a 
network of sources inside Syria to gather 
its information, AFP reported.

 The government also pounded a key 
supply route and areas north of Aleppo 
city overnight, the Observatory said.

The Al-Watan newspaper, which is 
close to the government, reported Rus-
sian airstrikes on the province Wednes-
day.

“Russian fighter jets resumed their 
missions in Aleppo with force, targeting 
positions of Al-Nusra Front and allied mi-
litias,” it said.

Moscow launched airstrikes in sup-
port of the Damascus government in 
September.

Aleppo was once Syria’s commercial 
powerhouse, but it has been a battle-
ground since 2012 when rebels seized 
the east of the city confining the army to 
the west.

In western Aleppo, rebel shelling killed 
two people and injured another three 
Wednesday, official news agency SANA 
reported.

Syria’s war has killed more than 
280,000 people and displaced millions 

since it started with the brutal repression 
of anti-government protests in 2011.

  U.S. patience on Syria
Meanwhile, U.S. Secretary of State 

John Kerry told Russia and Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar Assad on Wednesday to 
respect a fragile ceasefire, warning that 
Washington’s patience was running out, 
Reuters reported.

“Russia needs to understand that our 
patience is not infinite, in fact it is very 
limited with whether or not Assad is go-
ing to be held accountable,” Kerry said 
during a visit to Norway.

“We also are prepared to hold ac-
countable members of the opposition” 
who have been involved in continuing 
violence, he said after a meeting with his 
Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad 
Zarif.

World powers have failed to turn a 
fragile cessation of hostilities in Syria, in 
effect since Feb. 27, into a durable truce 
and Damascus has stepped up its mili-
tary campaign against ISIL terrorist group 
and rebels in the second city of Aleppo.

“It is very clear that the cessation of 
hostilities is frayed and at risk and that 
it is critical for a genuine cessation to be 
put in place. We know that, we have no 
illusion,” Kerry said.

“This is a critical moment and we 
are working very, very hard to see if we 

can in the next week or two come to an 
agreement that has a capacity to more 
fully implement a ceasefire across the 
country and deliver humanitarian access 
in a way that then provides for a genuine 
opportunity to bring people to the table 
and start talking about a transition,” Kerry 
said.

“I’m not going to make any prom-
ises to be delivered on but I do be-
lieve the conversation I had with Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Zarif indicates 
to me possibilities for how this could 
be achieved,” he added, without elab-
orating.

Kerry’s talks with Zarif follow a meet-
ing between the defense ministers of 
Iran, Russia and Syria last week on the 
battle against the various armed groups 
fighting the Assad regime.

 ’German, French special forces 
in Syria’

In another event, the Syrian govern-
ment says French and German forces are 
present in northern Syria, condemning it 
as an act of “aggression.”

The Syrian Foreign Ministry said on 
Wednesday French and German forces 
are deployed to Ain al-Arab, also known 
as Kobani, and Manbij alongside US mil-
itary personnel.

“Syria ... considers it explicit and un-
justified aggression towards its sover-

eignty and independence,” the official 
SANA news agency quoted the ministry 
as saying.  

Foreign forces are aiding Syria Demo-
cratic Forces (SDF) near Manbij and Syr-
ian Kurdish YPG militia, part of the SDF, 
in Ain al-Arab, characterizing the aid as 
part of an offensive against Daesh.   

The ministry said any side “wishing to 
fight against terrorists must coordinate its 
moves with the legitimate Syrian govern-
ment, whose army and people are fight-
ing terrorism” across the country.

“Such presence under the pretext of 
fighting terrorism cannot elude any one,” 
it added.

The Britain-based Syrian Observato-
ry for Human Rights said French special 
forces were building a base for them-
selves near Ain al-Arab.

France’s defense minister said last 
week that there were also special forces 
operating in Syria helping the SDF ad-
vance towards Manbij.

Berlin, however, was quick to deny 
the presence of German special forces in 
Syria. 

“There are no German special forc-
es in Syria. The accusation is false,” a 
spokesman at the Germany’s Defense 
Ministry said.

The Observatory, however, said Ger-
man, French and American military ad-
visers, and French and American special 
forces, were assisting the SDF.

Their presence has raised growing 
suspicion that the U.S. and Europe are 
assisting a Kurdish campaign to estab-
lish a separate state in Syria.     

On Tuesday, Turkish Prime Minister 
Binali Yildirim said Turkey would not al-
low cooperation with terrorist organiza-
tions in Syria, referring to Kurdish groups 
which the U.S. supports. 

Ankara and Washington have 
long been at loggerheads over the 
role of the US-backed Syrian Kurd-
ish militia.

Turkey says the fighters are a terrorist 
organization affiliated with the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) but the 
U.S. sees them as a partner in Syria op-
erations.

In a speech to his ruling AK Party in 
parliament, Yildirim said Turkey won’t al-
low formation of new states in Syria.

EU says Turkey still not doing enough for visa-free travel

NATO approves keeping expanded Afghan basing, 
in nod to long fight

At least 70 terrorists dead in clashes 
in Syria’s Aleppo province
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COPEDEC 2020 to be 
held in Iran

Boeing nears landmark deal to sell 
airliners to Iran
Iran is set to unveil terms of a multibil-
lion-dollar deal to purchase about 100 
commercial passenger planes from Boe-
ing in what would be the biggest sale 
of U.S. goods to Iran since the easing of 
economic sanctions last October, a per-
son familiar with the deal said.

Although financing arrangements 
are not complete, the historic agree-
ment is likely to cover deliveries and 
services over nearly a decade at a cost 
of more than $17 billion.

Word of an agreement emerged first 
from Iran’s state news agency, which re-
ported that Iran’s minister of roads and 
urban planning, Abbas Akhundi, told 
reporters that the purchase would be 
similar in scope to a $27 billion accord 
to buy 118 planes from France-based 
Airbus Group. He said the government 
would provide details “within upcoming 
days.”

A Boeing executive said in an email 
reviewed by The Washington Post that 
a deal would be finalized “shortly” and 
a formal announcement was “likely to-
morrow,” meaning Wednesday.

Boeing still needs approval and a 
license from the Treasury Department. 

But the sale would not have been pos-
sible before the easing of sanctions that 
took place under what is known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), adopted after an accord limit-
ing Iran’s nuclear program.

“This would be the first time a U.S. 
aviation company was having a discus-
sion with Iranian purchasers of civilian 
airliners since the early ’70s,” said Rich-
ard Nephew, a sanctions expert who was 
on the State Department team negoti-
ating with Iran and who now works at 
Columbia University’s Center on Global 
Energy Policy. “Based on my experiences 
in negotiations, the Iranians were clear 
that they liked Boeings and liked Airbus-
es and wanted a bit of both.”

Akhundi said that Iran hoped to be-
come a major hub in the Middle East, 
adding that Iran’s fleet of passenger jets 
should include 400 mid-range and 100 
short-range planes, requiring an invest-
ment of about $50 billion, according to 
the Mehr News Agency.

Iran has complained that the U.S. 
government is slowing down trade 
agreements.

(Source: The Washington Post)

TEHRAN — The 
10th edition of 

Coastal and Port Engineering in 
Developing Countries (COPEDEC) 
Conference will be held in Iran in 
2020, IRNA reported.

According to the report, 
Mohammad Reza Allahyar, Iran’s first 
representative in PIANC (Permanent 
International Association of Navigation 
Congresses), confirmed holding 14th 
Iran’s International Conference on 
Coasts, Ports and Marine Structures 
(ICOPMAS) together with 10th edition 
of COPEDEC in Tehran.

Allahyar noted that the decision 
was made during the annual general 
assembly, held on 18th June 2016, in 
which the association agreed with the 
Iranian proposal to host the event in 
2020.

He mentioned the active role of 
PIANC-Iran section and successful 
holding of 11 editions of ICOPMAS as 
some of the influential reasons for this 
achievement.

PIANC is an international 
organization founded in 1885 which 
is responsible for addressing topics 

and advising on standards in the 
field of navigable waterway traffic 
on canals, rivers and in ports. It is 
headquartered in Brussels in offices 
provided by the Flemish government 
of Belgium. 

The first edition of COPEDEC was 
organized in Colombo, Sri Lanka in 
March 1983.

PIANC and COPEDEC signed 
a merger agreement during 
the COPEDEC VII in Colombo 
on September 2003, and a new 
International Organizing Committee 
was formed. 

The ninth edition of COPEDEC is 
going to be held on 16-21 October 
2016 in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.
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F Retail tycoon Philip Green faces tough questions 
on Wednesday from British lawmakers when they 
hope to get to the bottom of why he sold depart-
ment store chain BHS to Dominic Chappell, a serial 
bankrupt with no retail experience.

After more than a month of hearings into the 
demise of BHS, which put 11,000 jobs at risk and left 
a gaping pensions' deficit, the star witness is finally 
due to appear before a joint session of parliament's 
Business, and Work and Pensions select committees.

For Green, who has been vilified by the media 
and called the "unacceptable face of capitalism" by 
some politicians over his management and sale of 
the 88-year-old store chain, it is a chance to fight 
back.

Mitsubishi Motors Corp used improper fuel econ-
omy data for additional models that are no longer 
being sold and plans to report on the matter soon 
to Japan's transport ministry, local media reported on 
Wednesday.

Mitsubishi Motors in April admitted to overstating 
the fuel economy on four of its mini-vehicles, includ-
ing two produced for Nissan Motor Co, and has said 
its own investigations suggest that improper mileage 
calculations were used for nine other models.

The Asahi newspaper said Mitsubishi Motors fal-
sified data for three additional models. The Yomiuri 
newspaper said the automaker made theoretical cal-
culations for the mileage of more than 10 additional 
models no longer on the market.

Twitter Inc has invested about $70 million in 
Berlin-based music service SoundCloud, technol-
ogy website Re/code reported citing people fa-
miliar with the deal.

Twitter confirmed the investment, but did not 
provide any financial details.

"Earlier this year we made an investment in 
SoundCloud through Twitter Ventures to help 
support some of our efforts with creators," Twit-
ter chief executive Jack Dorsey said.

Soundcloud, a platform that enables people 
to upload and share music and other audio files, 
also confirmed that Twitter had made the invest-
ment.

Iranian railways conditions foreign 
participation on technology transfer 

The participation of foreign com-
panies in the implementation of 
Iranian railway projects is condi-

tioned on transfer of technology, Saeid 
Mohammadzadeh, the deputy head of 
Islamic Republic of Iran Railways (IRIR) for 
technical and infrastructure affairs, told 
the Tehran Times on Wednesday.

The official said: “Since lifting of sanc-
tions against the Islamic Republic, many 
foreign companies have shown high in-
terest to make investment and participate 
in the implementation of technical and 
infrastructure projects in Iran’s railways 
sector, while in each single case we have 
told them that any kind of participation 
requires transfer of know-how, in a way 
that they should make joint venture with 
an Iranian company for the manufactur-
ing of required parts and components.”

He mentioned transfer of technology 
the main focus of the IRIR in the attrac-
tion of foreign investment.

Mohammadzadeh further pointed 
to the megaproject of signaling Tehran-
Mashhad railway and said, “The condi-
tion we have set for the Chinese (who fi-
nance the project) for the whole project 

is transfer of technology and it comes 
also true about the project of launching 
Tehran-Qom-Isfahan high-speed train.”

 ‘IRIR supports domestic manu-
facturers to achieve national sover-
eignty’

The Islamic Republic of Iran Railways 

gives any support to the domestic man-
ufacturers for the manufacturing of rail-
ways’ required parts, components and 
equipments in a bid to make the country 
sovereign in development of its railway 
transportation, Mohammadzadeh noted 
in a press conference on Wednesday.

“The country’s policies of Resistance 
Economy require us to move toward de-
velopment of railway transportation as 
the fuel consumption for transporting 
one ton of cargo via railway is one fifth 
that of the road,” the official asserted.

Transportation through railway rose 
100 percent in Iran over the past Iranian 
calendar year 1394 (March 2015-March 
2016) from its previous year and also in 
1393 from its preceding year, according to 
head of IRIR Mohsen Pour Seyed Aqaei. 

 ‘Railway renovation requires 
40,000 tons of rails per annum’

Elsewhere in his remarks, Moham-
madzadeh said renovation of railroads 
in Iran requires 40,000 tons of rails per 
annum.

He put the average lifespan of rails 
at 20-30 years in the world and said the 
figure is 25 years in Iran. “In this regard, 
each year we should renovate 400-500 
kilometers of railroads in the country.”

The official went on to say that for the 
moment, near 1400 kilometers of rail-
ways should be renovated in Iran, add-
ing, “We have projects underway for lay-
ing tracks at 5,000 kilometers. About 930 
kilometers are currently ready for track 
laying operation.”
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 By Mahnaz Abdi

Tehran in talks with 
Chinese and Russian banks 
on finance hub plan
Iran plans to set up a financial center on the free zone at Qeshm 
island as it seeks to attract financial institutions to a market of 80 
million people.

Chinese and Russian banks 
are seeking to set up repre-
sentative offices in the area, 
Farhad Taghizadeh-Hesary, 
senior adviser to the Qeshm 
Investment and Development 
Co., said in an interview. One 
of Japan’s largest banks is also 
negotiating with officials on es-
tablishing a presence, he said, 
declining to identify the banks.

“The aim for this finan-
cial center isn’t to look onto 
Qeshm, but to be a window 
onto the mainland.” he said by 
phone. “There is much interest 

to enter Iran.”
Iran’s economy has traditionally relied on oil revenue and con-

sumption by the internal market. That market provides oppor-
tunities for retail banking and project finance as the country vies 
to overhaul its infrastructure and spend billions of dollars expand-
ing airports, transportation links and its energy sector after the 
lifting of economic sanctions in January. The International Mon-
etary Fund expects Iran’s economy to expand 4 percent in the 12 
months to March 2017.                                    (Source: Bloomberg)

ECONOMY
d e s k

Iran is opening up to outside investment and the PV 
market wants to take full advantage of this. European 
PV companies seem to be the ones taking the first 
steps in the country, which has huge solar resources 
and a need for extra power.

Planet in Green Projects GmbH is a German consul-
tancy company that specializes in PV projects. The con-
tract that it has concluded with the with Iranian renew-
able energy organization SUNA is for a 100 MWp close 
to Iran, which will produce 165 million kWh per annum.

The PPA has now been agreed for a 20-year term, 
with a feed-in tariff of IRR 3,200 (USD0.105) per kWh, 
which Claus Preuss, Managing Director of Planet in 
Green, confirmed with pv magazine. O&M teams are 
already in place, and the company confirmed that it is 
in close collaboration with module and inverter suppli-
ers. The company aims to begin construction on the 

project in autumn 2016.
“We are pleased to come to this contractual agree-

ment together with our Iranian expert and partner 
Amir Alayary,” said Preuss. “This is a good start, and as 
our interest in Iranian projects is high we consider to 
develop additional, but smaller projects of 10-20 MWp 
size.”

It is an exciting time for PV in Iran, as many solar 
companies have been investigating the potential within 
the market. Earlier in the year a German-Iranian col-
laborative report, “Enabling PV Iran,” highlighted the 
many opportunities for PV in the country.

Some of the most recent exciting developments in-
clude Italian companies agreeing to build 1 GW of so-
lar farms in the country, and German SCHMID Group 
agreeing with the Industrial Development & Renova-
tion Organization of Iran (IDRO) to develop a state of 
the art PV manufacturing facility in the country.

(Source: pv-magazine.com)

German company signs PPA for 100 MW solar plant in Iran

Iran awaits investment 
dividend post-nuclear 
sanctions
When more than 300 German companies visited Iran last month, 
their interest in the Islamic Republic stretched across myriad sec-
tors, from machinery and healthcare, to the auto industry and 
energy.

They were just the latest batch of European, Asian and other 
foreign companies that have beaten a path to Iran since the lift-
ing of sanctions as they look to tap into the potential of the oil-
producing nation and its 78m population. But while provisional 
agreements worth billions of dollars have been reached, there is 
mounting frustration in Iran that they have yet to materialize into 
completed deals on the ground.

The hope is that one big international deal will unlock the 
floodgates.

“Everyone is waiting for the first big bang — like France’s Total 
or Royal Bank of Scotland to open the way,” said an Iranian busi-
nessman.

But western investors first have to overcome a stumbling block 
— the wariness of western banks to work with Iranian institutions 
and individuals. Although many sanctions were lifted after Tehran 
reached a deal with western powers last year to scale down its 
nuclear activities, some U.S. remain in place.

“No major western bank or company wants to be the first,” said 
a senior western diplomat.

Mohammad Javad Zarif, Iran’s foreign minister, on Tuesday 
urged Washington to do more to encourage banks to do busi-
ness in Iran.

“It is important for everybody to realize that an agreement will 
be sustainable if everybody feels they are making gains from the 
agreement,” he told reporters. “Its implementation must also be a 
win-win implementation so that everybody feels there are ben-
efits, there are dividends.”

Analysts say the government of Hassan Rouhani is adopting 
a policy of trying to rebalance trade with the west by encourag-
ing more European investment. It is interpreted as a move partly 
based on the hope that the more western investment there is in 
the country, the harder it would be for sanctions to be reinsti-
tuted.

Bankers’ resistance to doing business with Iran comes in spite 
of pressure from top western officials to help facilitate deals with 
the country, including John Kerry, the U.S. secretary of state, who 
last month called for banks to re-engage with the Islamic Republic.                                       

Still, some smaller European banks are tentatively re-engaging. 
Belgium’s KBC Bank and Germany’s DZ Bank have started han-
dling transactions on behalf of European clients doing business in 
Iran. Austria’s Erste Bank is preparing to do so.

Rene Harun, managing director of the German-Iranian Cham-
ber of Industry, believes that as growing numbers of European 
companies show interest in Iran, “the more pressure [there will be] 
on European banks to do business”.

“The financial problem has to be resolved within the next few 
months,” Mr. Harun said. “There are many companies that want to 
start or restart Iran business.”

Ahmad Pourfallah, head of the Iran-Italy Chamber of Com-
merce, said initial agreements worth tens of billions of dollars have 
been signed, as the likes of Germany, Italy and France seek to re-
vive their previous positions of leading trade partners with Iran, 
which they lost to China and South Korea during the last decade.

One such deal is an agreement with Airbus to buy 118 aircraft. 
This month, Turkey’s Unit International said it had reached a $4.2bn 
deal to build seven natural gas power plants, which it claimed was 
the biggest investment since the easing of sanctions.

Italian financing agencies have also agreed to give Iran nearly 
€5 billion in credit lines and guarantees for exports, which was an-
nounced during a two-day visit to Tehran by Matteo Renzi, Italy’s 
prime minister, in April.

The same month, Jacob Zuma, South Africa’s president, led 
a delegation to the Islamic Republic, at end of which both sides 
committed to “take economic and trade relations to greater 
heights following the lifting of sanctions in Iran”.

A critical area deemed in need of western investment is the 
hydrocarbons sector, and Bijan Namdar Zanganeh, Iran’s oil min-
ister, on Sunday said that Iran — once the second largest OPEC 
producer — expected to sign a first post-sanctions oil contract 
with a foreign company within three months.

   (Source: Financial Times)



What is ecotourism? 
Simple steps to more 
sustainable travel
What is ecotourism? How does it work? The term was originally 
defined by The International Ecotourism Society (TIES) in 1990 
as  Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the envi-
ronment and improves the well-being of local people. 

Here are some easy ecotourism tips that will help you 
travel more responsibly and sustainably, not just for Earth 
Day but for every day!

  Pack light- Lightening up your load saves money on 
baggage fees and increases plane fuel-efficiency. Pack items 
that can be washed in the sink and are quick drying so they 
can be worn multiple times during your trip. 

  Save water   Take shorter showers, turn off the faucet while 
shaving and brushing your teeth, and re-use towels for multiple 
days. And NEVER use the hotel laundry, as they typically wash each 
guest s clothes separately, even if there are only a few items.

  Save energy-   When you leave your hotel room, turn 
off the lights, heat/AC and TV. Consider leaving the  Do Not 
Disturb  sign on the door so that the housekeeping staff 
won t clean your room every day, which will save on harsh 
chemical cleaning supplies and the electricity of vacuuming 
and washing bed linens.

   Reduce/reuse/recycle-   Take a BPA-free water bottle you 
can refill, use just one bar of soap for both sink and shower, re-
turn brochures and maps once you re finished using them, and 
hold on to your trash until you find a place to recycle it.

  Buy local- Seek out indigenous artisans and learn about their 
craft. When we were in the Riviera Maya near Coba, we saw tons 
of assembly line art, but wound up buying from a man who taught 
local children and tourists the ancient craft of Mayan pottery and 
distributed profits equally among families in his village.

  Leave only footprints- Stick to marked trails to avoid 
harming native flora, and consider taking a bag to pick up 
trash along your journey. Not only is it a great way to help 
keep the outdoors beautiful, but it also protects wildlife that 
might eat or get tangled in the garbage.

  Be a traveler, not a tourist- Take time to immerse your-
self in the local music, art and cuisine. Embrace the cultural 
differences that make it unique. Get to know the locals and 
how they view life. You might be surprised at the things you 
learn when you open your mind to new ideas!

   Honor local traditions- Some cultures have very differ-
ent traditions from yours. Women are forbidden to show skin 
in some Muslim countries. For some, being photographed in 
like having your soul stolen. Understand and respect these 
traditions, or risk offending the people whose culture you re 
there to experience.

(Source: greenglobaltravel.com)

Today, when you are traveling in Iran and 
visit Shiraz, Vakil Mosque is a must-see for 
both Iranians and non-Iranians visitors. 
Karim Khan, the founder of Zand dynasty 
in 18th century, built it as part of his grand 
development project in the heart of his 
capital city. The mosque is connected to 
Vakil Bazaar and almost attached to Vakil 
Bathhouse with a lane in between.

Before you enter the mosque, you can 
see one of the corridors getting you to 
the middle of the main passageway of 
Vakil Bazaar on the left-hand side. There-
fore, there has been easy access from 
different directions for everyone to find 
their ways to the mosque.

 Specifications of Vakil Mosque
The entire structure is extravagantly 

built with spacious sections in mind. 
There s a vast courtyard with a relatively 
long pool in the middle of it. Around the 
courtyard, there are two eyvans (iwans) 
at the Northern and Southern sides in a 
symmetric way. On Eastern and Western 
sides, there are not any eyvans hence 
finalizing the structure as a twi-eyvan 
courtyard plan.

 Courtyard of Vakil Mosque
The vast courtyard is covered by stone 

slabs, which has recently undergone 
some reconstruction and new slabs have 
been installed. Such flooring is extended 
from all corners to the central pool and 
vice versa. As there s no garden in the 
courtyard, this flat space has added to the 
greatness of the courtyard and allows the 

beauty of the tile face of all sides shine 
and project their livelihood.

The decoration on the Shirazi  haft 
rangi  (seven-color) tiles of the en-
trance portal and these two eyvans are 
eye-catching and similar. Tree-of-life pat-

terns are clearly occupying major parts of 
these sections giving a peaceful wave to 
the square feel of the face tiles.

At the Southern Eyvan, there s an 
entrance leading to a roofed col-
umned hall (shabestan) with 48 mon-

olithic pillars joining one another on 
top through vaulted brickworks. The 
pillar shafts are carved in a spiral 
way and decorated in form of acan-
thus leaves at their capitals. Color of 
the stone pillars and those of brick-
formed ceiling match.

All ceiling decoration has been made 
by plain bricks except the one line com-
ing from the southern eyvan directly to-
ward the mihrab of the mosque. This part 
is an amazingly splendid corridor-like 
pathway set by its ceiling tile decoration 
embellished by Shirazi  haftrangi  (sev-
en-color) tiles.

 Minbar of Vakil Mosque
The builders of the mosque have 

made a minbar (preacher s seat) out of 
a piece of green marble with a flight of 
14 steps leading to the seat on top. This 
minbar is an exemplary work at Zand-
period mosques.

It won t easily happen to see several 
Zand monuments when you are trave-
ling in Iran unless you visit Shiraz and 
pay a visit to such sights. Therefore, I 
cannot recommend enough spending 
some quality time in these buildings 
and quench your thirst for the taste of 
Zand architects and their masterpieces. 
Also, Shirazi artists have their own lively 
touch no matter which period they have 
been living in. That s why I think you 
won t regret spending more time at this 
beautiful city.

(Source: destinationiran.com)

Although France was hoping for positive PR 
and a tourism boom when they won the 
rights to host the Euro 2016 soccer tour-
nament, Europe s largest sporting event, 
this summer, ongoing strikes connected to 
transportation have made traveling to and 
from matches a challenge. 

The latest news is that about a quar-
ter of Air France pilots have gone on 
strike, disrupting around 20 percent of 
both international and domestic flights 
on the French national carrier. That in-
cluded many flights to Marseille, France s 
second-largest city, which was the site of 

violent outbursts over the weekend con-
nected to the England-Russia game. 

In a statement, Air France reported 
that 7 percent of long haul flights, 27 per-
cent of medium haul flights, and 9 per-
cent of domestic flights were cancelled.

Travel delays and cancellations aren t 
only happening at the airport. Sports fans 
and other travelers are also coping with 
an ongoing strike by employees of SNCF, 
France s national rail company. The strikes 
were initially expected to end before Euro 
2016 but have stretched onward, mostly 
affecting the southern part of the country 

(including Marseille) as talks between un-
ion leaders and government representa-
tives broke down last week. 

In particular, the union is taking issue 
with a new law that would make it easier 
to hire and fire employees and would 
make the 35-hour workweek an aver-
age rather than a requirement. The RER 
regional train line that operates between 
central Paris and Charles de Gaulle air-
port is operating at about one-third of 
its usual capacity. Couple that with strikes 
and closures at France s oil refineries, 
which led to a nationwide gas shortage, 

which left many drivers stranded at the 
beginning of June.

Still, there are some options for visi-
tors to France. Eurostar service between 
London and Paris has been operating 
normally, as have shuttle and bus services 
to and from the country s airports. SNCF 
has been keeping travelers updated on 
train delays, cancellations, and reroutes 
through their website, and additional 
train personnel have been in major sta-
tions to help travelers find their trains or 
organize alternate routes.

(Source: cntraveler.com)
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A  C L O S E R  L O O K

Proudly introduces the First class luxurious 
hotel apartment located in the heart of the city 
Tehran. The newly constructed section has an 

enormous segments of rooms with all the 
amenities, Experience the TAJ MAHAL 

advantage & Hospitality 24/7

Enjoy the authentic North Iranian unique culinary, 
Experience the home made country style  recipes!!

Enjoy the original taste of India !! The professional 
chef prepares the amazing  varieties of  kebabs , 

Tandoori nans, Biryani, veg or non-veg curries and 
the famous Indian desserts.

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL 

TAJ MAHAL INDIAN RESTAURANT

TAJ MAHAL ANNOUNCES ITS SECOND RESTAURANT MAHI – MAHI Adress: No.29 South Sheikhbahaei Ave. Mollasadra Ave., Vanak Sq. Tehran – Iran

Http: //www.tajmahalhotel.ir                E-mail: info@tajmahalhotel.ir

Tel: (+9821) 88035444(20)    Fax: (+9821) 88057399     Cellphone: (+98910) 789 52 83  

Visit Vakil Mosque 
of Shiraz while 

traveling in Iran

Air France pilot strike is the latest in French travel woes
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Brexit and the UK’s geopolitical destiny
The forthcoming British referendum is the 

single most important event of this dec-
ade for the future of Europe.

The Leave campaign has advocated isola-
tionism and retreat from the responsibilities of 
a major European power. It views Europe as a 
burden, ignoring history and geopolitics. The 
Brexiters’ approach is potentially harmful for 
the country and the rest of Europe.

To start with, Brexit is bound to have a sig-
nificant impact on the country’s international 
standing. It is hardly a coincidence that the 
United States President Barack Obama, the Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and the 
Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop have 
publicly called for the United Kingdom to re-
main part of the European Union.

Since these countries largely view the UK 
as their main gate to European markets, any 
change in its status would affect them eco-
nomically. Thus, Brexit could lead to Great Brit-
ain’s decline in world affairs because the coun-
try would lose its value-added position with 
distant allies.

To make matters worse, a vote for Leave 

could trigger a second Scottish referendum if a 
majority of the Scots opt to remain in Europe. 
Such a development would certainly damage 
the image of the UK as a great power.

 Secession of Scotland
Moreover, the secession of Scotland could 

encourage other independent-minded regions, 
such as Catalonia or Flanders, to pursue similar 
paths. What good can come out of this disuni-
ty? Only uncertainly and political introspection. 
Recently, the Remain camp has brought into 
the debate the geopolitical effect of a Leave 
vote. In an era of economic globalization, dis-
cussing geopolitics sounds anachronistic and 
fear-mongering. But the “Bremainers” are right. 
For centuries, Europe was a continent plagued 
by conflict and instability. Tens of millions died 
from war and mass killings.

The biggest achievement of the EU is not the 
single market; it is the establishment of a commu-
nity of democracies that collaborate in a peaceful 
environment - so much so that it is unthinkable to 
imagine French and German soldiers killing each 
other today.  However, this is not the “End of His-
tory” for Europe as Francis Fukuyama once pre-
dicted. The wars in ex-Yugoslavia, the annexation 
of Crimea by Russia, and the conflict in eastern 

Ukraine have shown that peace cannot be taken 
for granted in the Old Continent.

Furthermore, the rise of far-right parties in 
many European countries has brought back 
bitter memories. Only recently, the presidential 
candidate of the Austrian right-wing populist 
Freedom Party called for the “return” of the 
German-speaking South Tirol - an Italian prov-
ince - to Austria.

Historically speaking, Great Britain has played 
a paramount role in European security. It has 
acted as an offshore balancer whenever a con-
tinental power sought to establish hegemony. In 
this role the British became involved in the Napo-
leonic wars and fought against Germany in two 
world wars. Also, the UK significantly contributed 
to the containment of Soviet aggression. Some 
claim that NATO membership would help main-
tain the British presence in the European security 
architecture. Maybe this is true.

But perceptions in international relations do 
matter. The message that Brexit would send to 
other Europeans is that the country prefers iso-
lation from engagement.

For some European countries, such as Por-
tugal, the Netherlands, Greece, the UK has 
been an old friend who came to their assis-

tance during difficult periods of their history.
For others, such as Germany, it is a former 

enemy who behaved with generosity when it 
was most needed - that is during the Cold War 
period and the German reunification.

 UK a much-needed ally
For the French, the Italians and the Poles, 

the UK is a much-needed ally in their effort 
to counterbalance German political and eco-
nomic power.

Put simply, Brexit would constitute a histori-
cal anomaly for a country that has sacrificed so 
much for a peaceful and prosperous Europe.

Another Darkest Hour?
Boris Johnson compared the EU to Hitler. 

It is useful to remember what happened back 

then. By July 1940, the German army had oc-
cupied France and most of Western Europe.

The dark forces of Nazism had triumphed 
over freedom and democracy. During what 
Winston Churchill called the Darkest Hour, 
namely the period between the fall of France in 
June 1940 and the Nazi invasion of the Soviet 
Union in June 1941, Great Britain stood alone 
against the Axis and faced an unspoken dilem-
ma: to negotiate again with Hitler, or to fight 
back and help its friends.

The British people wholeheartedly decided 
the latter. Thousands of young British men died 
to liberate occupied Europe.

Later, when the Cold War started, London 
prevented a communist takeover of Greece 
and saved the birthplace of democracy from 
tyranny. This long history of engagement and 
solidarity cannot go in vain.

The geopolitical destiny of the UK is tied, for 
better or worse, to the rest of Europe, if only for 
reasons of proximity.

Despite its structural weaknesses, the EU is 
the best guarantee for peace and this some-
thing that the British voters ought to remem-
ber.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beau�ful old trees and lush courtyard, 

swimming pool, gym and tennis court 
450 sq.m duplex villa with 3 bedrooms + 90 sq.m separate 

suite and 6 parking lots 

Mede Shah  09372748090  -  021-22051919  - Mede78@yahoo.com 

times1979@gmail.com

Advertising Dept:

times1979@gmail.com

+9821 430 51 450

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Since: 1969

Address: No.52, Darya-Noorani Blv.Crossroad,
Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb

Tel: 88562040 - 88562050

Since: 1969Since: 1969

No 5252525252 Darya Noorannnii Blv C

Apt. in Jordan
90 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, Pkg, 

Good access to highway, 
Diplomatic Bldg., 1500 USD

Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Zaferanieh
5th Fl., 170 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 

fully furn, cozy place, 2500 USD
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Velenjak
1st Fl., 170 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 

fully furn, completely renovated,
cozy place, 2000 USD
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Qeytarieh
150 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, Pkg, 

Diplomatic, 1700USD
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Qeytarieh
120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn,

View of park, nice & cozy,
Diplomatic Bldg., 1200 USD

Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Shahrak-Qarb
2nd Fl., 120 sq.m, 2 bdrs,

fully furn, completely
renovated, 1300 USD
Diba: 09128103206

Commercial Bldg. in Jordan
From 100 sq.m, to 3200 sq.m, 

good access, new bldg., 
the best area, Pkg space
  Diba: 09128103206

Bldg. in Jordan
All brand new, 1000 sq.m built up, 

5 units, totally 20 rooms, 
Pkg lot, 12000 USD

Mr. Niaki: 09128103207

Commercial Bldg. in Vozara
2nd Fl., 500 sq.m, flat, renovated, 

Suitable for Companies
Diba: 09128103206 

Whole Bldg. in Zafranieh
3 levels, each level 400 sq.m, totally 14 
rooms, 2 entrances, pool, nice garden, 

renovated, 18000 USD 
Diba: 09128103206

Bldg. in Farmanieh
2400 sq.m, built up, 6 floor,

 Pkg lot, 15000 USD
Mr.Niaki: 09128103207

Bldg. in Farmanieh
2400 sq.m built up, 6 floor, brand new, 

Pkg lot, 15000 USD
Mr. Niaki: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Shahrak-Qarb
800 sq.m land, 400 sq.m built up, 

large living room, pool, $6000
Mr.Niaki: 09128103207

Luxury Villa in Niavaran
Duplex, 450 sq.m built up, 4 bdrs, 

modern & unbelievable furn, 
remodeling & renovated, pool, green 
garden, Suitable for Residency, 8000 

USD
  Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Mahmoudieh
600 sq.m, 5 bdrs, semi furn, 

nice garden, Pkg, servant quarters, 
Suitable for Embassies & Residency, 

10000 USD
  Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
1000 sq.m land, 500 sq.m

 built up, furn, completely renovated, 
outdoor pool, 

nice garden, 8000 USD  
Mr.Niaki: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Shahrak-Qarb
400 sq.m built up, 4 bdrs, furn, small 

yard, pool, quit, 6500 USD
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Velenjak
180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, large balcony, 

furn, 3000 USD
Mr.Niaki: 09128103207

Apt. in Mahmoudieh
In nice Tower

5th Fl., 260 sq.m, 4 bdrs, furn & 
unfurn, green garden, SPJ, lobby, 

gym, Diplomatic, $4000
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Elahieh
300 sq.m, 4 bdrs, marble floor, 

unfurn, 3500 USD
Mr.Niaki: 09128103207

Apt. in Zaferanieh
Mountain view 

2nd Fl., 220 sq.m, 3 bdrs, furn, nice 
balcony, cozy & quite, Diplomatic, 

3200 USD
Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Zafranieh
170 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, very 

nice view, balcony, 2800 USD
Mr.Niaki: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
2nd Fl., 290 sq.m, 4 bdrs, furn & 
unfurn, lobby, SPJ, 4500 USD

Diba: 09128103206
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“The expected 
improvement in global 

economic conditions should 
result in a more balanced 
oil market toward the end 

of the year,” OPEC’s Vienna-
based research department 

said in a report.

The global oil market will be almost balanced next year 
as demand continues to rise faster than production, 
while the current oversupply is much smaller than pre-
viously thought, the International Energy Agency said.

The surplus in the first half of this year is about 40 
percent smaller than estimated a month ago, as con-
sumption proves stronger than expected while disrup-
tions reduce supply, the Paris-based agency said. Still, 
the “enormous inventory overhang” that accumulated 
during years of oversupply will limit any significant in-
crease in prices, it said.

“At halfway in 2016 the oil market looks to be bal-
ancing,” said the agency, which advises 29 nations on 
energy policy. “Less oil has been stockpiled than we 
originally expected” as “oil demand growth has been 
significantly stronger” and “unexpected supply cuts” 
strained the availability of crude.

Oil prices in New York have surged about 80 per-
cent from a 12-year low in February to trade near $48 
a barrel as production retreats amid investment cuts, 
wildfires disrupt operations in Canada and militant at-
tacks hit exports from Nigeria. Prices tumbled last year 
as OPEC refused to concede market share to a crude 
surplus triggered by years of booming shale oil output 
from the U.S.

Supplies outpaced consumption by 800,000 barrels 
a day in the first half of this year, the agency said, hav-
ing estimated that difference at 1.3 million a day in last 
month’s report. In the second half, the market will be 
balanced as a drop in inventories in the third quarter 
counters another increase in the fourth. The rebalanc-
ing of the market may be delayed if halted supplies in 
Canada, Nigeria and Libya are able to restart, the IEA 
said.

“Overall, this is another bullish IEA report” that 
points to “clear light at the end of the tunnel and oil 
prices well above current levels,” Oswald Clint, a Lon-
don-based analyst at Sanford C. Bernstein, said in a 
report.

 2017 outlook
In its first published estimates for supply and de-

mand for 2017, the IEA said that global oil demand will 
increase by 1.3 million barrels a day next year, the same 
rate as this year, to reach 97.4 million barrels a day.

Production outside the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries will grow by a “modest” 200,000 
barrels a day, with gains limited to Canada and Brazil. 
While U.S. shale oil production will start to recover by 
the middle of next year, average output for 2017 will 

be 190,000 barrels a day lower, after falling 500,000 a 
day in 2016. Global inventories will decline by 100,000 
barrels a day through the year, the IEA said.

The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
kept estimates for world supply and demand in 2016 
unchanged in its monthly market report.

“The expected improvement in global economic 
conditions should result in a more balanced oil market 
toward the end of the year,” the organization’s Vien-
na-based research department said in a report. “The 
excess supply in the market is likely to ease over the 

coming quarters.”
As growth in demand exceeds non-OPEC supply, 

more crude will be required from OPEC. The organi-
zation will need to provide an average of 33.4 million 
barrels a day next year, about 800,000 a day more than 
the 32.6 million a day its 13 members pumped in May, 
according to the report. Iran, now the fastest-growing 
OPEC member as it restores exports curbed by interna-
tional sanctions, may boost output by 100,000 barrels a 
day next year to 3.7 million a day.

For 2016, the agency raised forecasts for global oil 
demand by 100,000 barrels a day on stronger U.S. fuel 
use and cut projections for non-OPEC supply by the 
same amount. Global oil supplies suffered their first 
“significant” contraction last month since 2013, falling 
590,000 barrels a day from a year earlier as a result of 
spending curbs and unplanned outages.

India is the "world’s growth leader," the agency said. 
Consumption in the second half of 2016 is projected to 
grow 8.3 percent from the same period a year earlier, 
while China’s demand will rise 3.3 percent. Indian oil 
demand is projected to exceed that of Japan this year.

(Source: Bloomberg)

IEA cuts oil surplus estimate, 
sees market balance in 2017

Merkel says China 
increasingly becoming 
Germany’s economic rival
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said China’s push to 
produce higher-value exports is turning the country into a 
competitor in global markets, underscoring European con-
cern about Chinese trade and investment.

A three-day trip to China that included joint cabinet talks 
in Beijing and a visit to a BMW AG joint venture was partly 
a chance to ensure that “diverging interests” between the 
two countries “aren’t swept under the carpet,” Merkel told 
reporters in Shenyang on Tuesday.

Merkel’s visit was overshadowed by a dispute over Chi-
nese steel exports to the European Union and China’s de-
mand to be granted market-economy status by the EU. 
There’s also resistance in Germany to Midea Group Co.’s 
bid for Germany robot maker Kuka AG, whose machinery is 
used in many foreign manufacturers’ plants in China.

Merkel said she and Chinese leaders had “very inten-
sive” talks on China’s bid for market-economy status, which 
would make EU penalties against Chinese exports such as 
steel more difficult.                              (Source: Bloomberg)

Russia's Sechin predicts 
dogfight for oil markets: 
Il Sole 24
Igor Sechin, head of Russia's largest oil producer Rosneft 
and the country's most influential energy executive, said 
in an interview that he expects the fight for global energy 
market share to intensify.

In the interview with Il Sole 24 published on Wednesday, 
Sechin questioned the rationale of Russia's plans to sell al-
most 20 percent of Rosneft as part of a wider privatization 
scheme, saying the company's share price did not match its 
fundamentals.

“In future, a tenacious competition is expected for keep-
ing a share of traditional markets and to increase the share 
of new energy markets," Sechin was quoted as saying.

Russia has been muscling in on Asian markets, where 
Saudi Arabia was once the unchallenged dominant supplier. 
For its part, Riyadh has retaliated with aggressive discount-
ing in Moscow's backyard of Europe. 

Sechin said the global market may face an oil shortage 
in three to five years and producers might need a deal to 
share output increases and release strategic reserves.

 (Source: Reuters)
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A brisk 15-minute walk a 
day lowers death risk for 
older adults  
It is enough to put a spring in the step. Older adults need only 
walk briskly for 15 minutes a day to cut their risk of dying early, a 
new study has shown. 

Although the NHS current-
ly recommends two and a half 
hours of moderate exercise a 
week for pensioners, the latest 
research suggests doing far 
less can still bring substantial 
health benefits.

Just 15 minutes of exercise 
a day was found to lower the 
risk of death by 22 percent 
over the 12 year study period. 
Even adults who met recom-
mended guidelines only low-
ered their change of dying 
early by 35 percent.

 
Other activities which count towards the 15 minute a week 

goal include weeding the garden, tennis or cycling. 
Many people give up on exercising because they feel they 

will fail to meet guideline targets, but the new study shows even 
a little goes a long way.

"Age is not an excuse to do no exercise," said Dr. David Hupin, 
physician in the Department of Clinical and Exercise Physiology, 
University Hospital of Saint-Etienne, France.  

"It is well established that regular physical activity has a better 
overall effect on health than any medical treatment.

“But less than half of older adults achieve the recommended 
minimum of 150 minutes moderate intensity or 75 minutes vig-
orous intensity exercise each week.

“Fifteen minutes a day could be a reasonable target for older 
adults. Small increases in physical activity may enable some old-
er adults to incorporate more moderate activity and get closer 
to the recommended 150 minutes per week."

(Source: The Telegraph)

Health experts have long urged people to swap their 
processed white grains for the whole-grain variety, and 
new research suggests that advice might help you live 
longer.

Researchers found that people who ate three or 
more servings of whole grains a day had a 20 percent 
reduced risk of premature death during the study pe-
riod, compared to those who ate fewer or no servings 
of whole grains.

The "higher the whole grain intake, the lower the 
death rate, especially deaths from cardiovascular dis-
ease," said study author Dr. Qi Sun. He is an assistant 
professor of nutrition at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health in Boston.

Whole grains are so named because they contain 
the entire grain kernel, including bran (outer husk), 
germ (nutrient-rich core) and endosperm (middle layer). 
Whole-grain foods include whole-wheat flour, oatmeal, 
brown rice and whole cornmeal.

  Refined grains 
When grains are refined, they have been milled and 

that process removes the bran and the germ, as well 
as fiber, iron and many of the B vitamins. White breads, 
white rice and white flour are all refined grains, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Sun and his colleagues reviewed the findings of 12 
published studies as well as data from the National 
Health and Nutrition Examination Surveys (NHANES). 
The studies included nearly 800,000 men and women. 
The study populations were from the United States, the 
United Kingdom and Scandinavian countries. The stud-
ies covered 1971 to 2010. Over the study periods, there 
were almost 98,000 deaths recorded.

The study couldn't show a direct cause-and-effect 

relationship. But the review suggests that the risk 
of dying prematurely from heart disease and stroke 
dropped approximately 25 percent when people had 
three servings of whole grains (48 grams total) daily, 
compared to those who ate fewer or no servings of 
whole grains. The risk of death from cancer appeared 
to decrease about 15 percent, the study authors said.

Sun said many possibilities can help explain why 
whole-grain consumption seemed to affect death 
risk. Whole grains are high in fiber, so they can help 
regulate blood sugar and improve blood cholesterol 
levels, which can lower the risk of heart disease and 
diabetes. 

(Source: HealthDay News) 

Being on a restrictive diet is not the hardest part about 
having celiac disease, an autoimmune disorder that in-
hibits my ability to properly digest gluten. Far worse is 
the doubt and blame I regularly encounter upon men-
tion of my condition to others. 

There are those whose eyes narrow with skepticism 
as they tell me how crazy it is that everyone is suddenly 
gluten free and how a little crumb of wheat can't really 
hurt. And there are those who arrogantly shrug, and 
then go on to explain that if parents would stop being 
so neurotic about cleanliness there wouldn't be so many 
people with allergies and autoimmune diseases today. 

The latter group have likely heard about the hy-
giene hypothesis, which posits that a lack of exposure 
to bacteria and viruses in early childhood impedes our 
immune systems' ability to develop properly, causing 
excessive immune responses to things that aren't actu-
ally threatening (like gluten). 

Scientists began looking into this idea in the late 
1980s, and since then evidence has steadily mounted 

that some of us live in a world too clean for our own 
good. 

  Personal hygiene
Over the years, many of the headlines about this hy-

pothesis have focused on personal hygiene, sending the 
message that all those peanut-free classrooms might 

not exist if parents could learn to put down the Purell. 
Now a new study shows that while our individual habits 
are a factor in autoimmune disorders, they're hardly the 
only cause. 

Researchers from the Broad Institute of MIT and 
Harvard collaborated with teams from the University of 
Helsinki and Aalto University in Finland, the Novartis In-
stitute of Biomedical Research, and other organizations 
around the world, to examine the gut microbiomes of 
infants in three geographically similar, but socioeco-
nomically different places. 

These include Finland, which is wealthy and modern, 
Estonia, a country that has experienced rapid economic 
growth in the past two decades, and Russian Karelia, 
which is relatively agrarian and poorer than the other 
two. 

A greater understanding of the thousands of types of 
microbes that reside in the human body could improve 
medical treatments. 

(Source: Business Insider)

Western children aren't as healthy for a surprising reason: study

A peculiar new molecule hovering 
within a star-forming dust cloud in 
deep in space could help explain 
why life on Earth is the way it is.

The cloud, called Sagittarius B2, 
resides near the center of the Milky 
Way, and it’s there that research-
ers from the California Institute of 
Technology discovered an organic 
element that displays a key property 
shared by all life. Propylene oxide is 
the first element discovered outside 
of our solar system to exhibit chiral-
ity, or the presence of two distinct, 
mirror-image forms. Many complex 
molecules have this property, includ-
ing myriad organic molecules neces-
sary for life. The chemical formula 
of these two versions is exactly the 
same, but the structure is flipped.

All life on Earth is composed of 
chiral molecules, and the versions 
organisms use, either right- or left-
handed, determines fundamental 
properties of their biology. For ex-
ample, all living things only use the 
right-handed form of the sugar ri-
bose to form the backbone of DNA, 
giving it that the signature twist. 

You can think of molecular hand-
edness by picturing gloves — hence 
the “handed terminology”. The 

gloves, or molecules, may look simi-
lar, but you could never put a left-
handed glove on your right hand.

Ignoring the chirality of the mol-
ecules that we put in our bodies can 
have deadly consequences. 

  Terrible birth defects
The drug thalidomide, used in 

the mid-20th century as a sedative 
for pregnant women, turned out to 
cause terrible birth defects if taken 
at the wrong time. It turned out that 
thalidomide was made up of chiral 
molecules — some were left-hand-
ed and others were right-handed. 
One version would act as a seda-
tive, while the other would lead to 
birth defects.

The fact that we are made up of 
molecules that look one way and 
not the other has long presented 
a near-ontological question for re-
searchers. The various building 
blocks of life here, sugars and ami-
no acids, all share chirality with each 
other, what’s called homochirality. 

While just one version may ex-
ist here on Earth, both right and 
left-molecules are possible. It isn’t 
known how life on this planet chose 
its preferred molecular handedness.

(Source: discovermagazine.com)

Breastfeeding premature babies im-
proves long-term heart structure and 
function, an Oxford University study 
has found.

The hearts of babies born early of-
ten develop abnormally. Dr. Adam Le-
wandowski and colleagues at the Ox-
ford Cardiovascular Clinical Research 
Facility, directed by Professor Paul 
Leeson, have previously shown that, 
in adult life, the hearts of people who 
were born very preterm have smaller 
chambers, thicker walls and reduced 
function.

The changes in the heart are 
thought to emerge in the first few 
months after birth and therefore the 
team wanted to explore whether the 
way the baby was fed during this time 
might be able to alter how the heart 
develops. 

  Feeding regimes
Dr. Lewandowski, who led the re-

search, explained: 'We already had 
data on more than 900 individuals 
who were followed since birth as part 
of an earlier study, which started in 
1982, on the effects of different feed-
ing regimes in preterm infants. We 
invited individuals who had been fol-
lowed up throughout life to come to 
Oxford for a detailed cardiovascular 

study and used this information to 
investigate how different feeding re-
gimes could affect the development 
of the heart in the long term.'

From the original group, now in 
their early- to mid-twenties, 102 peo-
ple were able to visit Oxford and take 
part in the study. A further 102 people 
of similar age who had not been born 
prematurely were also recruited.

The study published in Pediatrics 
showed that while those who had 
been born early had reduced heart 
volumes and function compared to 
those born at term, the reduction was 
considerably less in people who had 
been exclusively fed on breastmilk 
compared to those fed only on for-
mula milk. Furthermore, in those fed 
a combination of breastmilk and for-
mula, the more breastmilk consumed 
in the diet as babies the better their 
heart structure and function as adults.

After analyzing the results to take 
into account other factors that might 
have affected heart volume and func-
tion, breastfeeding and the amount of 
breastmilk in the diet was still clearly 
associated with better heart volume 
and function when compared to for-
mula feeding.

(Source: EurekAlert)

Study confirms that breast is best for 
premature babies' hearts 

A molecule deep in space could help 
explain the origins of life

Could eating more whole grains 
help you live longer?

Lasers transform infrared 
into broadband white light
A new way to make broadband white light using a cheap, 
portable infrared diode laser has been developed by re-
searchers in Germany. The technology uses nonlinear effects 
in a specially designed, easily produced, amorphous material 
to convert the infrared radiation into broadband visible light. 

The emitted light is also exceedingly directional, making 
it useful for high-spatial-resolution devices such as micro-
scopes. It could also have applications in everything from 
lighting displays to projection systems. 

The old-fashioned incandescent light bulb radiates evenly 
in all directions, and its newer, more efficient counterpart, the 
light-emitting diode (LED), sends light in all forward direc-
tions. This is useful for illuminating a room or a television, 
but applications such as light shows and microscopy require 
directional illumination. 

Lasers are extremely tightly focused, but they also provide 
near-single-wavelength illumination, which is often undesira-
ble – it gives a very unnatural image under a microscope, for 
example. Technologies currently available to provide a tightly 
focused beam of white light rely on nonlinear effects in, for 
example, photonic-crystal fibers. To excite these effects, high 
laser powers are required, which adds massively to the cost 
and energy requirements of the technologies. 

A new solution has now been developed by Stefanie 
Dehnen, Sangam Chatterjee and colleagues at the Philipp 
University of Marburg in Germany, who have synthesized a 
phosphor (a material that emits one wavelength when ir-
radiated by another) comprising tin-sulfide surrounded by 
organic groups. When exposed to infrared radiation, the de-
localized electrons surrounding the tin-sulfide core absorb 
the light and become excited. If they used a crystalline mol-
ecule, says Chatterjee, the light would be similar to that from 
a green laser pointer.                     (Source: physicsworld.com)

Dr. Philip Majerus, the first 
to discern aspirin’s heart 
benefits, dies at 79
Philip W. Majerus, a biochemist who was credited as being 
the first to theorize that taking small doses of aspirin regularly 
can prevent heart attacks and strokes in vulnerable patients, 
died on June 8 at his home in St. Louis. He was 79.

The cause was prostate cancer, his wife, Dr. Elaine Majerus, 
said. He had taught at the Washington University School of 
Medicine in St. Louis for almost 50 years.

Even before his findings were confirmed in a study by 
other researchers a decade later, Dr. Majerus was taking as-
pirin daily.

“I was already convinced that aspirin prevented heart at-
tacks,” he recalled in the journal Advances in Biological Regu-
lation in 2014. “I was unwilling to be randomized into a trial 
where I might end up with the placebo. I refused to partici-
pate.”

Dr. Majerus recommended that “all adults should take an 
aspirin daily unless they are among the few percent of the 
population that cannot tolerate the drug.” The cardiovascular 
benefit of aspirin was fully achieved by 50 to 75 milligrams 
daily, he said, and “there is no evidence that branded aspirin, 
which is much more expensive, is in any way superior to the 
generic version.”

Later studies found that for people in their 50s who are 
vulnerable to heart disease, taking daily doses of aspirin re-
duces the risk of heart disease.

(Source: The NYT)
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The shooting at a gay nightclub in Orlan-
do shines a new light on the gulf separat-
ing presidential hopefuls Donald Trump 
and Hillary Clinton on guns.

The presumptive Democratic nomi-
nee on Monday restated her support for 
banning certain military-style weapons, 
like the one authorities say 29-year-old 
Omar Mateen used to kill 49 people in a 
weekend rampage.

Trump countered by exaggerating 
Clinton’s proposal, saying erroneous-
ly that the former secretary of state has 
proposed abolishing the Second Amend-
ment.

The real estate mogul boasted of his 
endorsement by the National Rifle As-
sociation, restated his call to ban foreign 
Muslims from entering the United States 
and criticized President Barack Obama’s 
handling of the threat posed by terrorism.

Mateen, who was killed by authorities, 
was a 29-year-old American-born Mus-
lim who worked as a security guard in 
Florida. He legally bought the weapons 
he used in the Orlando massacre.

Here’s a look at the candidates’ pro-
posals on gun regulations.

 Assault weapons ban
Clinton supports reinstating a feder-

al assault weapons ban similar to what 
was enacted in 1994 under President Bill 
Clinton. That law expired 10 years later. In 
Cleveland on Monday, Clinton said: “We 
have to make it harder for people who 
should not have those weapons of war.”

Speaking in New Hampshire a few 
hours later, Trump said Clinton’s plans in-
clude “disarming law-abiding” citizens by 
“abolishing the Second Amendment and 
leaving only the bad guys and terrorists 
with guns.”

Trump, in a reversal of positions he 
has taken before entering politics, sup-
ports no new restrictions on weapons or 
ammunitions.

On his campaign website, he calls 
such policies “total failures.” He continues, 
“the government has no business dictat-
ing what types of firearms good, honest 
people are allowed to own.”

 Background checks
Clinton supports requiring back-

ground checks on more kinds of gun 
purchases. Among them, the so-called 
“gun-show loophole” that exempts many 
sales made at gun shows from the exist-
ing FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) 
background checks required of potential 
gun buyers at retail stores.

A bipartisan bill to enhance back-
ground checks was rejected in the Senate 
in 2013 after the massacre of 20 chil-
dren and six educators at an elementary 
school in Newtown, Connecticut.

Trump opposes any new restrictions. 
He says the current background check 
system could be improved upon and 
argues that criminals often obtain guns 
illegally.

It is not clear that changes to back-
ground checks would have made a differ-
ence in Orlando. Mateen legally obtained 
the two guns used in the shootings: an 
AR-15 style rifle and a handgun, accord-
ing to the ATF. He held a security guard 
and statewide firearms license in Florida.

 More guns
Beyond his insistence that gun control 

does nothing to curb violence, Trump has 
argued continually that more guns in cir-
culation will make America safer.

He told CNN on Monday before his 
speech: “If you had guns on the other 
side, you wouldn’t have had the trage-
dy that you had.” Orlando police say an 
off-duty police officer at the club ex-
changed gunfire with Mateen after he’d 
begun his killing rampage.

Separately, Trump has called for end-
ing “gun-free zones” around schools, 
arguing that would-be killers don’t heed 
the rules. He later hedged, but said he’d 
like to see more armed officers and even 

trained teachers with guns on campuses.
Trump also calls for any state’s con-

cealed-carry permit to be accepted na-
tionally.

Clinton said at a campaign event in 
Philadelphia in April that “we have just 
too many guns.”

 Mental health
Trump and Clinton both call for beef-

ing up mental health treatment, but 
Trump is more bullish about attributing 
mass shootings broadly to assailants with 
diagnosable mental health issues.

Trump on CNN called Mateen a 
“whack job.”

Clinton wants to make it harder for 
people with mental health problems to 
purchase a gun. She described Mateen as 
a “madman filled with hate,” but stressed 
that there was more to learn about the 
motives for the killings.

Mateen’s ex-wife has said in media in-
terviews that she believes he had bipolar 
disorder. But he has never been declared 
mentally ill by a court or otherwise diag-
nosed in any way that would have legally 
prevented him from obtaining the weap-
ons police say he used at the Pulse club.

 Gun makers’ liability
Clinton has pledged to repeal a law 

that shields gun manufacturers from le-
gal liability in gun deaths and she has 
pledged to provide more federal funding 
to increase inspections of gun stores.

During her primary race against 
Bernie Sanders, Clinton highlighted this 
position, arguing that she would be 
tougher than the Vermont senator on 
manufacturers and dealers.

The owner of the gun store where 
Mateen bought his weapons said on 
Monday that he passed a full background 
check and that if he hadn’t bought the 
guns from him, he would’ve purchased 
them somewhere else.

(Source: AP) 

Shootings highlights chasm 
between Trump, Clinton on guns 

 1  When it is a portion of a document that has 
already otherwise been released, the intrigue intensifies 
and people start spinning theories about why a portion 
of the document had been withheld from the public. 
This leads to accusations that the original report was 
incomplete or manipulated in some way.  Probably, the 
reality is not nearly as interesting as all the theories and 
the guessing.  There are legitimate reasons the 28 pag-
es may have been withheld.  One such reason, as the 
CIA director has suggested, is that the evidence in these 
pages is likely merely to confuse people.     

  Some say the credibility of UN is under ques-
tion after it removed the name of Saudi Arabia from 
the list of countries violating children’s rights. Isn’t 
this contrary to the preliminary duty of the UN, 
which is to safeguard world peace and stability? 
Why did the UN remove the country and the Sau-
di-led coalition from the list?

A: If the Saudi government had believed that pres-
suring the UN secretary general to keep Saudi Arabia 
off some list would have avoided drawing attention to 
accusations against itself, the move clearly backfired.  

The pressure tactic itself has become a news story; with-
out the pressure, little notice would have been paid to a 
list of countries violating children’s rights.  The secretary 
general was honest about how the deletion from the 
list was a result of pressure from a state that provides 
important financial support to the United Nations. Saudi 
Arabia is not the only state that has tried to exert such 
pressure.  The secretary general did the right thing by 
publicizing the matter, thereby defeating the pressure 
and publicizing the children’s rights issue and how it in-
volves Saudi Arabia.  

Ex-CIA official: Saudi Arabia is not 
the only state trying to exert pressure on UN

Passengers, who intend 
to fly to Paris via the of-

ficial sponsoring Turkish Airlines to watch 
EURO 2016 football matches, will be giv-
en the chance of watching live broadcast 
of the games during flight and/or in CIP 
(Commercial Important Person) halls of 
Turkish airports.

Given the above issue, passengers of 
international flights with Airbus “A330” 
and/or Boeing “B777” and also those 
passengers in CIP of Turksish airports 
can have a chance of live watching the 
European Championship League 2016 
games.

Commercial Deputy of Turkish Airlines 

Ahmet Olmustur announced the above 
statement and said: “Promoting and 
enhancing experiences of passengers is 
the main priority at the Airlines, so that 
sponsoring European League Champi-
onship (EURO 2016) is another chance 
in line with materializing objectives in this 
regard.” 

In this innovative service, which is 
unique of its kind, special cards will be 
given to passengers who fly from Ataturk 
Airport in Istanbul to four French hosting 
cities of the matches. In addition, pas-
sengers will be given another chance to 
participate in Airlines’ ticket drawing lot 
to win valuable prize. 

Don’t lose the chance of watching EURO 2016 soccer games even at sky 

China spy ship ‘shadowing’ 
U.S., Japanese, Indian naval 
drill in Western Pacific
A Chinese observation ship shadowed the U.S. aircraft carrier 
John C. Stennis in the Western Pacific on Wednesday, the car-
rier ’s commander said, as it joined warships from Japan and 
India for drills close to waters Beijing considers its backyard.

The show of U.S. naval power comes as Japan and the 
United States worry China is extending its influence into the 
Western Pacific with submarines and surface vessels as it 
pushes territorial claims in the neighboring South China Sea, 
expanding and building on islands.

China has been angered by what it views as provocative 
U.S. military patrols close to the islands. The United States 
says the patrols are to protect freedom of navigation.

Tokyo on Wednesday said a separate Chinese navy obser-
vation ship entered its territorial waters south of its southern 
Kyushu island. China said it was acting within the law and 
following the principle of freedom of navigation.

“There is a Chinese vessel about seven to ten miles away,” 
Captain Gregory C. Huffman, commander of the Stennis, 
told reporters aboard the carrier after it recovered its F-18 
jet fighters taking part in the exercise. The Chinese ship had 
followed the U.S. vessel from the South China Sea, he added. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang said he was 
unaware of the situation. 

Beijing views access to the Pacific as vital both as a supply 
line to the rest of the world’s oceans and for the projection 
of its naval power.

The 100,000-ton Stennis joined nine other naval ships 
including a Japanese helicopter carrier and Indian frigates 
in seas off the Okinawan island chain. Sub-hunting patrol 
planes launched from bases in Japan are also participating in 
the joint annual exercise dubbed Malabar.

  Deepening alliances
The Stennis will sail apart from the other ships, acting as a 

“decoy” to draw it away from the eight-day naval exercise, a Jap-
anese Maritime Self Defense Force officer said, declining to be 
identified because he was not authorized to talk to the media. 

Blocking China’s unfettered access to the Western Pacif-
ic are the 200 islands stretching from Japan’s main islands 
through the East China Sea to within 100 km (60 miles) of 
Taiwan. Japan is fortifying those islands with radar stations 
and anti-ship missile batteries.

By joining the drill, Japan is deepening alliances it hopes 
will help counter growing Chinese power. Tensions between 
Beijing and Tokyo recently jumped after a Chinese warship 
for the first time sailed within 24 miles (38 km) of contested 
islands in the East China Sea. 

The outcrops known as the Senkaku in Japan and the 
Diaoyu in China lie 220 km (137 miles) northeast of Taiwan.

Wary of China’s more assertive maritime role in the region, 
the U.S. Navy’s Third Fleet plans to send more ships to East 
Asia to work alongside the Japan-based Seventh Fleet, a U.S. 
official said on Tuesday.

For India, the gathering is an chance to put on a show 
of force close to China’s eastern seaboard and signal its dis-
pleasure at increased Chinese naval activity in the Indian 
Ocean. India sent its naval contingent of four ships on a tour 
through the South China Sea with stops in the Philippines and 
Vietnam on their way to the exercise.

China claims most of the energy-rich South China Sea 
through which about $5 trillion in ship-borne trade passes 
every year. Neighbors Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Tai-
wan and Vietnam also have claims.  (Source: Reuters)
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Forces allied with Libya’s unity government said Wednes-
day they had repelled a counter-attack by ISIL terrorist 
group in the extremists’ coastal stronghold of Sirte.

ISIL extremists hit positions controlled by fighters loy-
al to Libya’s UN-backed Government of National Accord 
west of the city with tank, mortar and sniper fire Tuesday, 
according to a statement from the pro-GNA forces.

Five pro-government fighters were killed in the clash-
es and 37 wounded, it said.

Loyalist forces have battled since mid-May to oust 
ISIL from Sirte, 450 kilometers (280 miles) east of the 
capital Tripoli, and the mix of militias and army units 
have seized control of its port and airport. 

But their advance slowed at the end of last week 
as they reached central and northern parts of the city 

where ISIL fighters are holed up in residential areas. 
The operation to retake Sirte has so far left 145 pro-

GNA fighters dead and 500 injured, according to med-
ical officials.

Pro-government forces said they had also 
opened a new front around the east of the city, hit-

ting targets in the vicinity of the city’s vast former 
conference center, now used by ISIL as a battlefield 
headquarters.

Extremist groups took root in Libya in late 2014, 
taking advantage of the chaos and power struggles 
that followed the fall of Moamer Gaddafi’s regime in 
2011.

Established in Tripoli more than two months ago, Lib-
ya’s unity government has been struggling to unify vio-
lence-ridden Libya and exert its control over the North 
African country.

The operation against ISIL in Sirte enjoys wide sup-
port in western Libya, where many welcomed the GNA’s 
installation in the capital Tripoli on March 30.

 (Source: AFP)

Pro-govt forces repel ISIL counter-attack in Libya’s Sirte

 1  Do they wish to skyrocket ha-
tred when they do not exist anymore? 

I think this issue is of great concern that 
finding an answer to it can contribute in 
countering terrorism and extremism. 

The terrorist attack at the Inland Re-
gional Center in San Bernardino, Califor-
nia on December 2, 2015, that killed 14 
people and seriously injured 22 others 
was perpetrated by Syed Rizwan Farook 
and Tashfeen Malik, a married couple of 
Pakistani origin. Farook was an Ameri-
can-born United States citizen and Malik 
was a Pakistani-born lawful permanent 
resident of the U.S.

In a similar incident on December 15, 
2014 in Sydney, Australia, an Iranian-born 
refugee Australian citizen, Man Haron 
Monis, known as Sheikh Haron, who was 
diagnosed with schizophrenia took hostag-
es in a siege at the Lindt Chocolate Café 
at Martin Place. The siege resulted in the 
death of Sheikh Haron and two hostages.  

The above mentioned incidents with 
some differences, all share “lone wolf” 
and “self-radicalized” characteristics. 

However taking credit for the acts of 
terrorism or opportunistic nature of the 
ISIL should not mislead us from paying 
due attention to the cause and grow of 
“lone wolf” crimes. Otherwise mental 
pressure and the fear of accepting that 
terrorism is infiltrating cities and citizens 
will eventually put all on the verge of a 
big chaos. 

A chaos that would be fully taken ad-
vantage by terrorist groups like the ISIL, 
opportunists like Donald Trump and U.S. 
Representative Paul Ryan, and worst than 
all corrupt networks affiliated with the Tea 
Party movement.

In its Tuesday edition, the Washington 
Post, had written “the repetition of terror-
ism related actions is the result of Trump’s 
stance against Muslims which is pretty 
much un-American, and goes against 

every value and principle of the United.”
“It was Trump that provoked and 

caused such incidents to happen.”
It is a bitter confession, but since four 

years ago that a new wave of ideologi-
cal terrorism emerged in the Middle East; 
such difficult days should have been an-
ticipated.

However, since this barbaric and 
blind terrorism first of all targeted Mus-
lims and Middle East citizens and sec-
ond of all the Arab allies were involved; 
we decided to simply move along and 
ignore the issue.

However since 2012 no one has an-
swered the question that “why” and “how” 
the backbone of ruthless religious terror-
ist groups in the Middle East are Western 
citizens, particularly from Europe!

They are not refugees, rather they are 
British, U.S., French, Danish, and … citizens. 
They are the brainchild of what kind of pro-
cess that has been neglected so far?

Is it due to discrimination or the ob-
vious cultural differences coming from 
family’s tradition or the norms of the so-
ciety? From which of these two they have 
became so disillusioned and have grown 
such a strong hatred toward the society? 

Mateen and Farook from the United 
States, Jihadi John from Britain, Abde-
slam brothers in France, and some others 
from Belgium and Middle East have not 
been brought up with traditional behav-
iors different than the ones coming from 
the West, indeed they were brought up 
within the western culture. They have 
been raised and grown in modern and 
civilized societies, so what has driven 
them toward extremism and violence? 

I really do not know, however I think 
we have to look in the social discrimi-
nation, maladies and structure that after 
a generation has passed it has failed to 
convince its citizens that they are an ef-
fective member of the society.

Domestic terrorism, offspring of social negligence 

Netanyahu criticized after 
Obama opposes extra 
military aid
Israel’s opposition leader accused Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu Wednesday of jeopardizing the occupied regime’s 
security, after U.S. President Barack Obama announced his 
opposition to $455 million in additional military aid.

The U.S. and Israeli governments have been locked in ne-
gotiations for months over a new 10-year defense aid pack-
age for the Jewish state, AFP reported.

Israel already receives more than $3 billion per year in U.S. 
military aid in addition to other spending, such as on the Iron 
Dome missile defense system.

The current agreement expires in 2018 and Netanyahu 
has been putting pressure on Obama to increase the offer 
even further.

The White House announced in a letter to Congress Tues-
day it was opposed to an additional $455 million in anti-mis-
sile defense aid.

In response, opposition leader Isaac Herzog accused Net-
anyahu of “playing games” in the negotiations.

“We’re losing a critical portion of the defense aid because 
of Netanyahu’s egotistical games,” Herzog wrote on Face-
book.

“Should Israel be left without an aerial defense system in 
the next war, we can set up the commission of inquiry into 
how Netanyahu makes decisions related to Israel’s security.”

In a statement, Netanyahu said there was no question of a 
cut in aid, but there was a discussion between Congress and 
the White House about the size of the increase.

He said anti-missile defense aid would definitely increase.
“The attempt to make the dialogue with the U.S. into a domestic 

political tool is inappropriate,” it added. (Source: agencies)



Iran is “on the verge of a new era for architecture” ac-
cording to local architects, as change sweeps through 
the Islamic republic following the lifting of crippling 
economic sanctions.

An expanding economy, growing demand for con-
temporary lifestyles and booming investment in tourist 
infrastructure are combining to create new opportuni-
ties for professionals in the once isolated nation.

The emerging contemporary architecture scene in Iran is 
evident in several recent projects, including the new 270-me-
tre-long Tabiat Bridge, which was designed by Iranian archi-
tect Leila Araghian when she was just 26 years old.

The project is Iran’s largest pedestrian bridge and is 
located in a northern area of Tehran known as Abbas 
Abad – an area originally earmarked as a residential 
zone for the military that has since been populated with 
libraries and museums.

Tabiat Bridge is one of three Iranian developments – 
more than any other nation – shortlisted for this year’s 
Aga Khan Award. The award, which comes with a prize 
of $1 million (£700,000), acknowledges excellent archi-
tecture and infrastructure design that responds to the 
needs and aspirations of societies where Muslims have 
a significant presence.

Such architectural achievements are a far cry from 
Iran’s recent past, which was mired by a lengthy war 
with Iraq in the 80s.

 Numerous residential projects, as well as a small 
cafe in Tehran that was designed to promote the con-
gregation of people highlight the changes taking place 
in the country.

The emergence of a young, highly educated and 
increasingly connected generation is the driving force 
behind many of the new projects, according to architect 
Alireza Taghaboni of Iranian studio Next Office.

In July last year, world powers hammered out a deal 
with Rouhani’s administration, which promised to scale 
back Iran’s nuclear program in exchange for lifting the 
sanctions.

This move, according to Reza Mafakher of Iran-
based firm Xara, promises to accelerate the architectural 
changes in the country by boosting outside investment.

These investors are hoping to cash in as the number of 
tourists heading to Iran looks set to dramatically increase 
following the thawing of political relations with the west.

Increasing investment, a growing economy and more 

wealth in the hands of the Iranian people is fueling new 
residential projects as well as hotels and infrastructure. 
Next Office created a private house in Tehran with rotat-
ing rooms on its facade, allowing its residents to open up 
rooms in the summer, or turn them inwards during winter.

In cities, where space is at a premium, apartment 
blocks are springing up to meet the high demand for 
new living spaces, like the six-story Andarzgoo Residen-
tial Building in Tehran by Ayeneh Office, which features 
a facade of ridged granite and slatted timber shutters.

But despite the accolades and renewed interest from 
overseas, the development of high-quality architecture in Iran 
still faces an uphill battle against build-it-fast, build-it-cheap 
developers, according to Ali Dehghani of Ayeneh Office.

Tehran-based architect Taghaboni says there is fric-
tion between some of the emerging clients, who simply 
want to make money, and architects attempting to en-
hance lives with innovative architecture.

Some architects also believe Iran is losing its archi-
tectural traditions as pressure mounts in cities to create 
more housing. In response, they are finding ways to 
incorporate and reinterpret traditional features in new 
developments.

Brothers Nima and Sina Keivani of Keivani Architects 
based the design of their seven-story apartment block in 
Tehran on elements commonly found in traditional Irani-
an architecture. This includes a reinterpretation of the orsi 
window, a type of sash window with latticed woodwork 
and colored glass typically used to help reduce sunlight 
and heat, and repel insects in the hot climate.

Architects Sara Kalantary and Reza Sayadian of TDC 
Office included deep balconies with modular flower 
boxes on the rear facade of their Saba Apartment block, 
to reconnect residents with the Iranian tradition of ur-
ban gardens.

Other challenges faced by architects on a day-to-
day basis include the “severe filtering” of information, a 
shortage of modern technology in construction, tradi-
tional building codes and expensive land values in big 
cities, says Mafakher of Xema Architects.

There has been an increased awareness in the west 
of these issues and what Iran has to offer architecturally, 
largely due to the lifting of economic sanctions. But a 
lack of wider media interest in issues beyond Iran’s po-
litical situation has, according to some architects, led to 
a situation where many of the country’s achievements 
have been overlooked.

Mosha House, designed by New Wave Architecture 
for the rural village of Mosha, Tehran, is one recent ex-
ample of a housing project that has attracted interna-
tional attention through architecture publications like 
Dezeen. It comprises a trio of irregularly stacked boxes, 
each angled towards a different view of the mountain-
ous landscape beyond.

The Termeh building, housing offices and retail with undu-
lating brick roof that visitors can walk on, has also reached a 
wide audience after being published online. This attention is 
encouraging more young firms to publicize their work.

(Source: Dezeen Magazine)

TEHRAN — The first environmental 
charity foundation of Iran was set up in 

the western province of Lorestan, the province’s chief of the 
department of environment Mehrdad Fat’hi-Beiranvand said.

Despite the fact that Lorestan constitutes 0.7 percent 
of the country’s area, the province’s biodiversity is al-
most unbeatable, Beiranvand told YJC.

“Approximately 25 percent of the biodiversity of the 
whole country exists in Lorestan,” he noted.

Kaiser ’s spotted newt, also known as the Lorestan 

newt and Zagros cave garra [with the scientific name 
of Iranocypris typhlops] are two species endemic to 
Lorestan, he noted.

Additionally 367 species and 1,700 different kinds of 
plants, of which 70 are endemic to Lorestan, are found 
in this province, he highlighted.

“Such biodiversity proves that this province has a great 
potential environmentally and we have to take various 
measures in order to protect it,” Beiranvand explained.

The first step that this foundation has taken is to set 
up environment monitoring stations, which can play a 
significant role in preserving the environment, he stated. 

TEHRAN —Philan-
thropists and some 

high ranking officials made a 21-billion-rial 
(nearly $600,000) contribution to release 
prisoners committed involuntary crimes, 
Blood Money Organization director said.

The contributions were made over the 
29th charity fund raising ceremony held 
in Tehran on Sunday arranged by Blood 
Money Organization with some MPs, ju-
diciary and military officials in attendance, 
IRIB quoted Asadollah Jolaei as saying.

Some 12.34 billion rials (nearly 
$350,000) was collected over the cere-
mony and those who were invited to the 
event but couldn’t show up also sent their 
contributions which increased the final 
sum to 21 billion rials, Jolaei noted.

 Additionally, Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, President 
Hassan Rouhani, Parliament Speaker Ali 
Larijani and Judiciary Chief Ayatollah 
Sadeq Larijani also made 3-billion-ri-
al ($85,700), 2.5-billion-rial ($71,400), 
500-milion-rial ($14,200), and 500-mil-
lion-rial ($14,200) contributions respec-
tively, he added. 

He further explained that some 21,000 
philanthropists made a 2.33-billion-ri-
al ($66,500) contribution via their cell-
phones [by dialing a special number ded-
icated to charity fundraising activities].

It is customary for Iranians to hold spe-
cial events to raise money for those who 
are imprisoned for involuntary crimes 
particularly in the month of Ramadan. 

Mosha House near Tehran by New Wave Architecture Termeh office building in Hamedan by Farshad Mehdizadeh 
and Ahmad Bathaei

Without 
earth no 
birth!

TEHRAN — Based 
on the numbers and 

figures announced by National Organ-
ization for Civil Registration, since the 
beginning of the current Iranian year 
(March 20), birth rate in cities has been 
3.5 times of birth rate in villages.

So far in the aforesaid amount of 
time 278,848 births occurred in the cit-
ies while 78,651 babies were given birth 
in the villages, Mehr news agency re-

ported.
Another report indicated that the baby 

boys born in the same period outnum-
bers the baby girls by 2.3 percent more 
births as out of 357,492 births nationwide 
183,036 are boys and 174,458 are girls.

Moreover, over the same amount of 
time 85,300 died of which 45,209 were 
men and the rest were women. 54,593 
of the deaths reported in the cities and 
30,709 passed away in the rural areas. 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 9-year-old 
Central California boy braved strong cur-
rents and cold water to swim from San 
Francisco to Alcatraz Island and back.

KSEE-TV in Fresno reported Tuesday 
that James Savage set a record as the 
youngest swimmer to make the journey 
to the former prison.

The station reports that by complet-
ing the swim, the fourth-grader from 
Los Banos breaks a record previously 

held by a 10-year-old boy.
James says that waves in the San Fran-

cisco Bay hitting him in the face 30 minutes 
into his swim made him want to give up.

His father says he had offered his son 
$100 as a reward; to encourage his strug-
gling son, his father doubled it to $200.

James pushed forward, making it to 
Alcatraz and back in a little more than 
two hours. Alcatraz is over a mile from 
the mainland.

Birth rate in Iranian cities much 
higher than villages 

9-year-old boy swims to Alcatraz and 
back, breaking record
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Architecture booms as Iran opens its doors to the world

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

If you have only one smile in you give it to the people 
you love.

Maya Angelou

Fines for using handheld devices while driving more than tripled 
The 300,000 rials fine (nearly $8) has more than tripled to 100,000 rials (nearly $30) for 
using handheld devices while driving, the deputy traffic police of Tehran said.
Those who use cell phones and any other handheld communications and entertainment de-
vices as well as hands-free devices while steering a car will face a $30 fine, Hassan Abedi said.
Abedi explained that 32 percent of the collisions are caused by distracted driving as the 
driver fail to focus on the road and doing something other than keeping their hands on 
the wheel and their eyes on the road.

افزايش سه برابرى جريمه استفاده از تلفن همراه و وسايل ارتباطى مشابه در هنگام رانندگى 
جانشــين پليــس راهــور تهــران بــزرگ گفــت: جريمــه 30 هــزار تومانــى اســتفاده از تلفــن همــراه و ســاير وســايل 

ارتباطــى تقريبــا ســه برابــر شــده و بــه 100 هــزار تومــان افزايــش پيــدا كــرد.
حســن عابــدى گفــت: كســانى كه هنــگام رانندگــى از تلفن همــراه و ســاير وســايل ارتباطــى و هندزفرى اســتفاده 

مــى كننــد 100 هــزار تومــان جريمــه خواهند شــد.
عابــدى توضيــح داد: 32 درصــد تصادفــات راهنمايــى و رانندگــى بــه علــت عــدم توجــه بــه جلــو توســط راننــده و 

انجــام دادن كارهــاى ديگــر بــه جــز توجــه بــه جلــو رخ مى دهــد.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Talk into 
 Meaning: persuade someone to do something 
 For example: I talked John into buying a new car.

Fools rush in where angels 
fear to tread 

 Explanation: inexperienced people become involved in 
situations that more intelligent people would avoid

P H R A S A L  V E R B

QUIZ OF THE DAY

ENGLISH PROVERB

168) _____ Yuko nor Hiromi turned up today.
a) Both
b) Either
c) Neither
(Quiz No. 167 answer: a) 

Taking Up a New Hobby 
Eric: Who were you talking to on the phone? 
Melissa: My mother. I was commiserating with her about 

Dad’s retirement. 
Eric: Your father retired two months ago. That was a good 

thing, right? 
Melissa: Well, it’s good that he doesn’t have to work any-

more, but he’s driving my mother up the wall. He putters 
around the house and gets in her way. She retired last year, 
so she’s had a year to establish her new routine. He’s still kind 
of lost. 

Eric: Why doesn’t he take up a hobby? That would give 
him something interesting to occupy his time. 

Melissa: Believe me, my mother has tried to interest him 
in gardening, woodworking, and even scrapbooking, but 
nothing has worked. 

Eric: Those sound too sedentary for somebody as active 
as your father. How about encouraging him to take up bird 
watching or golf? 

Melissa: He wouldn’t be interested in those hobbies. I 
think he needs something more challenging, maybe play-
ing chess or doing genealogy. Maybe he could even learn 
to play a musical instrument. 

Eric: Maybe your Dad just needs time to find his foot-
ing again. Given time, he’ll figure out what he wants to do 
with his newfound free time. 

Melissa: Maybe. But what does my mother do in the 
meantime? 

Eric: She can take up a new hobby, too – out of the house! 
(Source: eslpod.com)

 Words & phrases
commiserate: to express your sympathy for someone 

who is unhappy about something
drive someone up the wall: make someone very angry 

or annoyed
putter around: to spend time doing things that are not 

very important in a relaxed way
take up something: to become interested in a new ac-

tivity and to spend time doing it
occupy: if something occupies you or your time, you are 

busy doing it 
woodworking: the activity or skill of making things from 

wood
scrapbooking: the activity or hobby of making a book 

with empty pages where you can stick pictures, newspaper 
articles, or other things you want to keep

sedentary: characterized by much sitting and little phys-
ical exercise; inactive

bird watching: the activity of watching wild birds and 
tries to recognize different types

genealogy: the study and tracing of lines of descent
find your footing: to become confident in a new situa-

tion, especially one that is difficult at first
newfound: recently obtained, found, or achieved

L E A R N  E N G L I S H

Almost $600,000 raised on charity 
ceremony to free prisoners 

Iran’s first environmental charity 
foundation established 
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Bitter Cristiano Ronaldo 
slams 'small' Iceland after 
Portugal held to draw
Cristiano Ronaldo has hit out at Iceland after the European 
Championship debutants held Portugal to a 1-1 draw.

Ronaldo accused the north Atlantic nation, population 
323,000, of having a "small mentality" after celebrating a point 
in Saint-Etienne. 

He said: "I thought they'd won the Euros the way they cele-
brated at the end, it was unbelievable. 

" When they don't try to play and just defend, defend, defend, 
this in my opinion shows a small mentality and why they are not 
going to do anything in the competition."

"It was a little bit frustrating, we tried hard to win the game, 
Iceland didn't try anything," Ronaldo added. 

"They scored a goal, they created two chances in the 90 min-
utes and otherwise they got every player behind the ball, they 
put the bus in the net, so it's difficult when one team don't try but 
Portugal try and play football and try to win the game." 

Ronaldo struggled to escape the attentions of marker Kari Ar-
nasonof - a Rotherham United player - and missed a straightfor-
ward headed chance to win the game late on. 

He was clearly angry after the match, and indeed was accused 
of failing to shake hands with Icelandic players after the final whis-
tle. 

After his initial unguarded outburst to the media, he seemed 
to calm down a bit and trot out the sort of inane platitudes which 
have characterised almost all the post-match reaction at Euro 
2016 so far. 

"It's a bit frustrating for us but it's just the beginning for us, 
we're not worried about that," he said. 

"If you see Spain, France, they are the strongest teams in the 
tournament and had a difficult time to win their games so for us it 
was tough but we are confident. We're 100 percent confident we'll 
win our next game."                                        (Source: Eurosport)

Brazil and Iran to open Brazil and Iran to open 
FIVB World League 2016 FIVB World League 2016 

S P O R T S
d e s k

Iran national wrestling team returned 
home after claiming the Freestyle 

World Cup for fifth successive year.
The Iranian team defeated Russia 5-3 in the final 

match held at The Forum, Inglewood, California and won 
the title.

Iran started the campaign with a 5-3 victory over 
Azerbaijan and routed India 8-0 in Pool B.

Iran and USA split four matches apiece, but Iran held 
the edge on classification points, 17-15, giving them the 
tiebreaker.

Iran beat Russia 5-3 in the final match and finished in 
first place.

“Fifty days prior to the Olympic Games the most im-
portant thing is to get to know the opponents and the 
techniques and I think the competition was a good 

preparation for our wrestlers,” Khadem said. 
“The event showed us where we are. I have no regret 

about fielding our Olympian wrestlers in the competition 
since I believe that the World Cup is a good opportunity 
to test our members,” he added.

Iran has won Freestyle World Cup seven times so far.
The 2017 Freestyle World Cup is set for Tehran, Iran 

next year.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic has agreed to pro-
visional terms with Manchester United 
and will complete his move to Old Traf-
ford after Euro 2016, sources close to 
the deal have told ESPN FC.

Ibrahimovic, 34, will be a free agent 
when his contract with Paris Saint-Ger-
main runs out this summer, but both 
United and new manager Jose Mourin-
ho had been in contact with the striker 

about a prospective move from as far 
back as March.

The Portuguese manager gave his 
approval to the signing then, and both 
manager and player were enthused by 
the idea of working with each other 
again after winning the Italian title to-
gether at Inter Milan in 2008-09.

Negotiations could not get under-
way fully until the past few weeks, and 

sources told ESPN FC that some clauses 
related to Ibrahimovic’s one-year deal 
caused a longer delay than expected.

The Sweden star will complete the 
move when he returns from Euro 2016 
duty. On Monday he forced his side’s 
equaliser with a cross leading to an own 
goal from Ciaran Clark, in a 1-1 draw with 
Ireland at the Stade de France.

(Source: ESPN)

Arsenal will host Liverpool on the first 
weekend of the 2016-17 season in August 
while Leicester City will begin their title 
defence with a trip to Hull City on their 
return to the top flight.

Jose Mourinho's first match as Man-
chester United manager on the weekend 
of Aug. 13-14 will be a visit to Bourne-
mouth while Pep Guardiola's competitive 
debut in charge of Manchester City will 
be at home against Sunderland.

The two coaches, who shared an in-

tense rivalry during their time in Spain 
when Mourinho managed Real Madrid 
and Guardiola was Barcelona boss, will 
meet on English soil for the first time at 
Old Trafford on Sept. 10 in what will be 
the most anticipated Manchester derby 
in years.

Chelsea, champions in 2014-15, will 
also have a new head coach next season 
and outgoing Italy boss Antonio Con-
te's return to club management will be a 
home match against West Ham United.

The Hammers must wait until their 
second league match of the season to 
see Premier League action come to the 
Olympic Stadium for the first time, when 
they will host Bournemouth.

Tottenham Hotspur will be looking to 
build on last season's promise when they 
travel to Goodison Park on the opening 
weekend to face an Everton side starting 
life under new manager Ronald Koeman.

Spurs, who were pipped to second 
place on the final day of last season by 

Arsenal, will face their local rivals at the 
Emirates Stadium on Nov. 5.

Koeman's former club, Southampton, 
begin the campaign at home to Watford 
who will have new manager Walter Maz-
zarri in the dugout.

The division's other two promoted 
sides, Burnley and Middlesbrough, will 
both start their campaigns with home fix-
tures against Swansea City and Stoke City 
respectively.

(Source: Soccernet)

Tractor Sazi Tabriz 
football team com-

pleted the signing of Mohammad 
Nouri on Tuesday.

The 33-year-old attacking midfield-
er has joined Tractor Sazi on a one-
year contract team for an undisclosed 
fee.

“I had a couple of offers from Qatari 
clubs but I would like to continue my 
career in Iran. Tractor Sazi is a great 
team with a fantastic coach in charge. 
I came here to win something as I be-
lieve we can achieve big things with 

the support of Tractor fans,” Nouri told 
reporters after signing the contract.

Nouri joined Qatari club Al-Me-
saimeer from Persepolis in 2015 after 
five years. 

Nouri started his professional ca-
reer with Homa in 2000. 

He played five years for the club 
before moving to Sepahan in the 
summer of 2005. He moved to Saba in 
summer 2007.

Nouri joined Persepolis in 2010 and 
played 138 times for the team, scoring 
27 goals. 

He was named as the club's captain 
after the departure of Ali Karimi and 
retirement of Mehdi Mahdavikia.

Mohammad Nouri was a mem-
ber of Iran national under-23 football 
team, participating in the 2006 Asian 
Games.

He made his debut for the sen-
ior national team in a friendly match 
against Ghana in June 2008. 

Nouri was previously called up to 
join the national team in June 2007 for 
the 2007 Asian Cup, but did not make 
an appearance.

Ex-Persepolis captain Mohammad Nouri joins Tractor Sazi 

Brazil and Iran have the privilege to play against each 
other in the opening match of FIVB Volleyball World 
League 2016. They clash on Thursday at the Group 1 
tournament in Rio.

 Head-to-Head
• Brazil and Iran have met five times in the World 

League, all in the 2014 edition. 
• Iran won three of those matches, including the 

only encounter in the final group round (3-1), ver-
sus two wins for Brazil. Both teams reached the Final 
Four in 2014, with Brazil finishing second after losing 
the final against United States (3-1) and Iran finishing 
fourth after losing the third place match against Italy 
(3-0).

• These teams also met twice at the World Cup 
(1991, 2011) and twice at the Grand Champions Cup 
(2009, 2013). Brazil won all four of these matches.

 Brazil
• Brazil are one of two to have competed in each 

of the previous 26 editions of the World League, 
alongside Italy.

• Brazil have won the tournament a record nine 
times, most recently in 2010.

• Only between 1994 and 2000 they had a longer 
streak without winning the World League (7 partici-
pations), than their five participations since 2010.

• Last year, Brazil reached the final group stage 
in Group 1, but failed to reach the Final Four. They 
finished in joint fifth place.

• Brazil have won only one of their last three World 
League matches in Brazil, beating United States in 
their last World League match of 2015 (3-1).

• Brazil have the highest win percentage of all 

teams playing in the World League (77%, won 323 
of 419).     

 Iran
• Iran will participate in the World League for the 

fourth time, after finishing ninth at their debut in 
2013, fourth in 2014 and seventh in 2015. 

• In 2014, Iran reached the Final Four, but lost their 
semifinal against United States (3-0) and their third 

place match against Italy (3-0). 
• Last year, Iran failed to reach the final group 

stage after finishing third in pool B of Group 1 behind 
United States and Poland.  

• Four of Iran's last five victories in the World 
League came in straight sets. The exception in this 
run was the 3-2 win over United States.

(Source: FIVB)

Iranian international winger Al-
ireza Jahanbakhsh, who is currently 

playing at AZ Alkmaar in Dutch Eredivisie, revealed that 
his is waiting for a move to a big club.

“Any player would like to play for big clubs in the 
world but now I’m happy to play for AZ. I need to work 
hard in order to improve my quality and then I’ll wait 
for a big move. 

“If I want to move to another club, it should be defi-
nitely a big club who plays in Champions League. This 
is exactly what happened for Memphis Depay, he had 
a magnificent season with Eindhoven when Manchester 
United offer came up,” Jahanbakhsh said.

“Before signing for AZ, I had an offer from Brighton 

& Hove Albion who was playing at Championship but I 
preferred to play in a bigger club who plays in a Euro-
pean competition,” he added.

“I always wanted to play in Europe. When I received 
the offer from Nijmegen I was shocked, it was a dream 
came true. In the first season with Nijmegen I tried to 
do my best but we were relegated. I learned a lot after 
that year playing in the Jupiler League (Dutch second 
tier league) and I won the best player of the season 
award. Guus Hidink gave me the prize and he told me 
this is just the beginning, don’t get satisfy with it,” he 
added.

Jahanbakhsh scored 4 goals and provided 8 assists 
in all competitions for AZ Alkmaar this season.

I’m looking for a big move, says Alireza Jahanbakhsh
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Germany know there's 
more to Poland than 'Lewa'
World champions Germany have warned that there is more to 
their biggest Euro 2016 group rivals Poland than Bundesliga top 
scorer Robert Lewandowski.

The Germans, fresh from their impressive 2-0 win over 
Ukraine, take on their neighbours in Paris on Thursday, knowing 
the Poles also made a winning start in Group C with a 1-0 victory 
over Northern Ireland.

Poland are led by captain Lewandowski, who scored 13 goals 
as his country became the highest-scoring team in the qualifiers 
with 33. They finished second in their qualifying group, a point 
behind the Germans who they beat for the first time ever.

'Lewa' earned his second Bundesliga top scorer title this sea-
son after netting 30 times in the league and securing the do-
mestic league and Cup double with Bayern Munich.

"The Poles are very good opponents but if we pull our game 
through I am confident we will win," defender Jerome Boateng 
told reporters.

"But we have to be careful. They have good forwards -- and 
not just Lewandowski."

The Poland captain did not score in their opening win, with 
22-year-old forward Arkadiusz Milik, who also struck six times in 
the qualifying campaign, grabbing their winner against Northern 
Ireland.

"They have made a big leap in the past years, many players 
play abroad and more youngsters are coming up," said Germa-
ny's Polish-born forward Lukas Podolski.

"They are the most dangerous opponents in our group. I hope 
we will advance to the next round, with Poland in second place.

"They want more than just playing in the group stage. They 
have the quality to go beyond the round of 16."

Germany coach Joachim Loew could have central defender 
Mats Hummels back fit, which would mean Shkodran Mustafi, 
who scored their opening goal against Ukraine, could return to 
the bench.

Loew may decide to bring in forward Mario Gomez, in place 
of attacking midfielder Mario Goetze who looked uncomforta-
ble in the striker's role against the Ukrainians.

Poland goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny picked up a thigh in-
jury in the opening game but is expected to be fit to play.

The Germans may have lost to Poland in the qualifiers but for 
Lewandowski they remain the team to beat. 

"Germany are in my opinion the favourites for the whole 
tournament," Lewandowski said. "We know how strong they are 
at the moment but anything can happen.

"We have to remain calm and self-confident, just like against 
Ireland. No fear, no stress and if we get a chance we can make 
it. But we should not forget to enjoy ourselves."

(Source: Reuters)
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Iran’s wrestling World Cup winners touch down in Tehran

Premier League 2016-17 season opens with Arsenal-Liverpool, Hull-Leicester

Zlatan Ibrahimovic agrees terms on Man United move - sources
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And when the spirit of Hafez has fled,
Follow his bier with a tribute of sighs;
Though the ocean of sin has closed o'er his head,
He may find a place in God's Paradise.

Hafez 

Poem of the day

SINCE 1979
Prayer Times

TEHRAN — Some dormant movie 
projects about Molana Jalal ad-Din 
Rumi in Iran have recently come into the 
spotlight once again after Hollywood 
cineastes David Franzoni and Stephen 
Joel Brown revealed their plan to make 
a biopic about the Persian poet and 
mystic.

Iranian filmmakers Dariush Mehrjui 
and Mojtaba Raei have recently 
elaborated on their projects on Rumi 
that failed to be completed due to a lack 
of funds.

Mehrjui, a pioneer of Iran’s new 
wave cinema and the director of the 
acclaimed 1969 drama “The Cow”, was 
commissioned by the U.S.-based Iranian 
producer Marjaneh Moghimi in 2008 to 
write a screenplay about Rumi, which 
was to be filmed in English outside Iran.

The script entitled “Rumi’s Kimia” was 
completed in 2009 based on Iranian 
writer Saeideh Qods’ bestselling novel 
“Kimia Khatoon” about Rumi and Shams 
of Tabriz.

However, Moghimi could not lure 
investors into the project, Mehrjui told 
the Persian service of IRNA last Monday.  

“Producing the film based on the 
screenplay I wrote needed a big budget 
and I wanted to make it in Kazakhstan, 
but the producer could not afford the 
project and she could not even attract 
investors in Iran,” he added. 

“The screenplay mostly focuses on 
the literary and philosophical sides of 
Rumi,” Mehrjui stated.

In June 2014, the Cinema Organization 
of Iran announced its plan to team up 
with Turkey to jointly produce “The 
Drunken Peacock”, which was about a 
professor who metamorphoses under 
the influence of Rumi’s ethics. Raei, who 
wrote the script, was also scheduled to 
direct the movie.

In an interview with the Persian 
service of ISNA last week, Raei said that 
the project also failed to be implemented 
due to a dearth of money.

“We did not have enough money to 
make a film about Rumi while others have 
enough to make them,” he lamented.

Franzoni’s collaboration with Brown 
on the Rumi project has not received a 
welcome in Iran and the film may even 
be viewed as ‘anti-Iranian’ in the country 
after it is completed. 

In an article entitled “Hollywood 

Appropriation of Rumi”, IRNA focused on 
the project.

The article also criticized Franzoni and 
Brown for their wish to hire Leonardo 
DiCaprio to play Rumi, and Robert 
Downey to star as Shams of Tabriz.

The article stated that the roles are so 
much greater than what these actors can 
play.

“The scriptwriter [Franzoni] said they 
wanted to challenge the stereotypical 
portrayal of Muslim characters in 

Western cinema in the movie, but their 
casting for the leading roles shows that 
they are not  being true to their words,” 
the article read.

However, Raei said, “Rumi not only 
belongs to Iran… He belongs to the 
world as a whole.”

He pointed to the probable objections 
from Iran about the Hollywood project 
and noted, “It is perfectly natural that 
any art production has its fans and 
opponents.”

TEHRAN — Tehran Municipality’s 
Beautification Organization has 

announced that a team of professional sculptors 
have begun restoring works by sculptor Ali-
Akbar Sanati (1916-2006) kept at the Red Crescent 
Museum in Tehran.

“The team supervised by veteran Hamid Shans 
is working on restoring and renovating about 200 
sculptures mostly made of plaster and other various 
materials,” director of the organization Issa Alizadeh 
has said in a press release published on Wednesday.

He added that based on the agreement with 
the Red Crescent Society, the Beautification 
Organization has begun restoring the museum 
located on Imam Khomeini Square (Tupkhaneh) and 
the sculptures also need to be restored as well.

According to Mojtaba Musavi, the director of the 
Art and Cultural Department of the Organization, 
the paintings kept at the museum also have been 

collected for restoration by a team under the 
supervision of artist Javid Ramezani.

However, he said that the paintings are less in 
need of restoration as compared with the sculptures.

Sanati was born in 1916 in Kerman. He lost his 
father at an early age and his mother was forced 
to send him to an orphanage. His talent in painting 
was evident in childhood, and the director of the 
orphanage sent him to Tehran to continue his 
studies. 

Sanati studied at the Kamalolmolk School. He 
established a museum in 1946 at Imam Khomeini 
Square and transferred it to the Red Crescent 
Society Museum.

Creations by Sanati consist of over 1,000 
paintings and 400 sculptures, some of which are 
kept in Tehran and some remain in Kerman.  

ROME (Reuters) — A marble sculpture 
of the head of Rome’s first emperor was 
welcomed back to the Italian capital on 
Tuesday, some 40 years after it was stolen 
and trafficked out of the country.

The portrayal of Augustus, one of the 
earliest known depictions of a man born 
more than 2,000 years ago, is the latest 

artifact from Italy’s ancient sites to be 
repatriated after being illegally smuggled 
abroad.

The phenomenon became so 
widespread that Italy set up a police unit 
dedicated to tracing the pieces.

“Today we don’t just have the 
retrieval,” Deputy Foreign Minister 

Mario Giro said at a ceremony to 
mark the return of the artwork. “We 
are celebrating the importance the 
memories of these artifacts have for the 
future of humanity.”

The 45 centimeter veiled head, whose 
hairstyle shows it dates to the period 
before the young Octavius became 

emperor and took the name Augustus in 
around 27 BC, had been on display in the 
Cinquantenaire Museum in Brussels.

The museum had bought it in good 
faith after it ended up in a private 
collection, Italy’s Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement, without saying who might 
have committed the original theft.

Noon:13:05        Evening: 20:43        Dawn: 4:01 (tomorrow)            Sunrise: 5:48 (tomorrow)
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IRFF receives 31 
submissions from 
Iranian filmmakers  

Iranian short film to 
compete in African 
festival

James Joyce’s love 
letters to his wife 
arrive at Iranian 
bookstores

TEHRAN — The 14th Inter-
national Resistance Film Fes-

tival (IRFF) has received 31 submissions from 
Iranian filmmakers so far, the organizers an-
nounced on Tuesday.  

Among the submissions are “Bodyguard” 
directed by Ebrahim Hatamikia, “Standing in 
the Dust” by Mohammad-Hossein Mahdavi-
an, “Mazar-i-Sharif ” by Hassan Barzideh and 
“Breath” by Narges Abyar. 

The festival, which is dedicated to films on 
wars and the repercussions of armed conflicts 
in the world, will be held during the Sacred 
Defense Week in September to commemo-
rate the anniversary of the 1980-1988 Iran-
Iraq war.  

TEHRAN — Iranian director 
Yaser Talebi’s short film “The 

Descendants” will be screened at the first 
edition of the Ekurhuleni International Film 
Festival, which will be held in the South 
African city from June 23 to 25.

“The Descendants” is about Jacob, an 
Iranian Jewish man who leaves Iran for 
Sweden to find his son, Farrokh, who was in 
the country to continue his studies but has 
not been in touch with his family for a long 
time.

The film has been awarded in different 
Iranian and international events, including 
the Accolade Global Film Competition Awards 
and the Reel Rose Awards in the U.S.

TEHRAN — A selection of 
James Joyce’s love letters to 

his wife, Nora Barnacle, has recently been pub-
lished in Persian in a book titled “Letters of 
James Joyce to Nora”.

Translator Gholamreza Sarraf selected the 
letters from “Letters of James Joyce” for the 
book, which was released by Nimaj Publications 
in Tehran.
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Art fans listen to soundtracks during an exhibition of a collection of original posters for movies produced in the world cinema from 1940 to 
1970 at Tehran’s Ace Gallery on June 14, 2016. The exhibition runs until July 10. ()
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Portrait of 
Rumi, the 
celebrated 
poet and 
Muslim 
scholar

Anton Chekhov’s plays 

to raise funds for needy 

single moms in Tehran 

TEHRAN — 
Director Behnud 

Mohammadipur will stage reading 
performances of two plays by Russian 
playwright Anton Chekhov, “The Bear” 
and “A Marriage Proposal”, in Tehran’s 
Qasr Garden Museum on Friday.

The program has been arranged by 
Barakat Charity Foundation, a foundation 
active in Tehran involved in education and 
job creation activities for needy single 
mothers.

A cast consisting of Saeid Daakh, 
Manuchehr Zendedel, Siavash Kheirabi, 
Sara Rasulzadeh, Kazem Einali and 
Fahimeh Moin-Naqsh will be giving the 
performances.

“A Marriage Proposal” is a farce aimed 
at the Russian aristocrats’ pride in and 
ownership of property as the overriding 
measure against love and romance in the 
consideration of a marriage.

In “The Bear”, a widow, who mourns for 
her husband seven months after his death, 
is approached by one of his creditors, a 
man in dire financial circumstances who 
desperately requires the money that the 
widow’s husband owed him.

Tehran Municipality restoring Ali-Akbar Sanati’s sculptures 

Iran film projects 
on Rumi revived as 
Hollywood reveals 
new project  
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Led Zeppelin goes on trial 
for “Stairway to Heaven” 
in Los Angeles
LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — A musical riff Led 
Zeppelin is accused of stealing from another band for 
its 1971 classic “Stairway to Heaven” was not unique, 
singer Robert Plant and guitarist Jimmy Page’s attorney 
said at a civil trial on Tuesday.

“No one owns common musical elements,” defense 
attorney Peter Anderson said in opening arguments 
for the copyright infringement trial in Los Angeles 
federal court.

The lawsuit, which alleges the British band stole the 
opening chords for “Stairway to Heaven” from the 1967 
instrumental “Taurus” by the American band Spirit, was 
brought by Michael Skidmore, a trustee for the late 
Randy Wolfe, Spirit’s guitarist and the composer of 
“Taurus.”

“Stairway to Heaven” is considered one of the most 
widely heard compositions in rock history and is the 
signature song of Led Zeppelin, which broke up in 1980.

The case comes just over a year after a federal jury 
in Los Angeles found recording stars Robin Thicke 
and Pharrell Williams had plagiarized Motown great 
Marvin Gaye in creating their hit single “Blurred Lines,” 
and awarded Gaye’s family $7.4 million.

In the latest case, Plant, 67, and Page, 72, appeared 
in court on Tuesday sporting long gray hair and are 
expected to testify eventually in the closely watched 
trial.

Skidmore has said Page may have been inspired to 
write “Stairway” after hearing Spirit perform “Taurus” 
while the bands toured together in 1968 and 1969, but 
that Wolfe never received credit.

Wolfe, also known as Randy California, drowned in 
the Pacific Ocean in 1997.

U.S. District Judge Gary Klausner said in April that 
a jury might find “substantial” similarity between the 
first two minutes of “Stairway” and “Taurus,” and to 
let it decide whether Plant and Page were liable for 
copyright infringement.

Sculptures by Ali-Akbar Sanati

Stolen marble head of Rome’s first emperor returns to Italy
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