
Iran crude 
exports hit 

5-yr high near 
pre-sanctions 
levels: source

Iran’s August crude oil exports jumped 
15 percent from July to more than 2 
million barrels per day (bpd), accord-
ing to a source with knowledge of its 
tanker loading schedule, closing in on 
Tehran’s pre-sanctions shipment levels 
of five years ago.

The No. 3 OPEC producer has 
more than doubled its crude ex-
ports, excluding the ultra-light oil 
condensate, since December. Eco-
nomic sanctions targeting Iran’s nu-
clear program were lifted in January, 
and it has been battling since then 
to regain market share lost to other 
Middle East producers over the pre-
vious four years.

The strong demand for Iran’s 
crude in Asia and Europe has ena-
bled it to raise its oil output to just 
over 3.8 million bpd as of this month, 
still shy of the 4 million bpd level 
Tehran says is a precondition for dis-
cussing output limits with Saudi Ara-
bia and Russia.

Members of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
and Russia are expected to meet dur-
ing the International Energy Forum in 
Algeria over Sept. 26-28 to discuss a 
possible output freeze to stabilize oil 
prices that are still down around 60 
percent since mid-2014.              7
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Composer calls 
concertgoers’ 

warm welcome 
for “Untold” “a 
phenomenon”       

TEHRAN — Hafez Nazeri, the composer of the acclaimed 
album “Untold” released by Sony Classical in 2014, has 
called the warm reception for his tour of Iran “a phenom-
enon.”   

Speaking to the Tehran Times in a recent interview, he 
said that so far, over 130,000 tickets have been sold for 
the “Untold” concerts during the third round of his Iranian 
tour. Over 50,000 people have already attended his open-
air performances at the foot of Milad Tower in Tehran.

“Nowadays, during this period of recession in Iran, 
while many concerts in pop and traditional music offer 
tickets with high discount in order to fill the seats for only 
two nights, the tremendous reception for a heavy classi-
cal performance like ‘Untold’ is a phenomenon,” he 
stated.

“This issue should be scrutinized 
sociologically to ascertain what 
factors have caused the phenom-
enon to occur,” he added.

He said that the most im-
portant point is that most 

people who attend the 
“Untold” concerts are 

from the younger 
generation, which 
deems him as their 
own voice in Irani-
an society.

TEHRAN — Iranian 
Health Minister Has-

san Qazizadeh-Hashemi and his Cypriot 
counterpart George Pamboridis signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
on Wednesday for an uplift in health co-
operation, ISNA news agency reported.

The MOU is aiming at improving coop-
eration in various fields of healthcare, treat-
ment, pharmaceuticals, training and research.

Cyprus can open up a perfect oppor-
tunity for Iran to enter the European mar-

ket, Qazizadeh-Hashemi said, adding, 
“we hope that private sectors of the two 
countries would take up this suitable op-
portunity to their best advantage.”

He went on to say that “we are ex-
panding our medical ties with Cyprus 
and we hope we could take active steps 
towards this goal.”

Moreover Alborz University of Medical 
Sciences and a Cypriot Medical University 
signed an MOU to enhance cooperation 
in medical sciences, the minister added.

Iran, Cyprus to boost health co-op

Belgian police 
arrest two in 
anti-terror raids
Belgian authorities on Friday detained 
two people for questioning following 
anti-terror raids in the capital Brussels 
and southeastern Belgium, the federal 
prosecutor’s office said.

Police searched two homes in the 
Haren and Schaarbeek districts of 
Brussels and another in the city of 
Liege in the French-speaking Wallonia 
region, the office said in a statement.

“Two persons were arrested and will 
be interrogated by the investigators,” 
it said, adding a judge will decide later 
whether or not to detain the pair further.

A judge specializing in terrorism cas-
es ordered the raids “in connection with 
an ongoing federal investigation into the 
activities of a terrorist group,” the state-
ment said without elaborating.

However, the Belgian television station 
RTBF said the two arrested are a 28-year-
old man and his female companion.

The man has been active in a chat 
group on the encrypted Telegram app 
where he “apparently indicated he was 
preparing to carry out an attack,” RTBF 
reported without naming its sources.

The suspect had in the past been 
linked to criminal but not terrorist activ-
ities, it added.The authorities were now 
trying to determine if there are links be-
tween the recently arrested users of Tel-
egram in France and the man detained 
in Belgium on Friday, RTBF reported.

On Wednesday, a teenager was 
arrested in a dawn raid on his home 
in northeastern Paris during an inves-
tigation into the network of French ex-
tremist Rachid Kassim, with whom he 
had allegedly been in touch on Tele-
gram about carrying out a terrorist act.

Belgium has been on high alert since 
several homegrown extremists ( jihadists) 
allegedly planned and took part in the 
November 13 gun and bombing attacks 
in Paris that left 130 people dead and 
wounded hundreds of others.

(Source: AFP)

French economic delegation 
to visit Iran in Oct.

TEHRAN — A 13-member French trade 
delegation including members of Pays de La 

Loire Chamber of Commerce will visit Tehran on October 6.
According to Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines, 

and Agriculture website, the French delegation is scheduled to 
meet and negotiate with Iranian businessmen and traders.

Representatives of several companies in various fields 
including ICT, architecture, livestock and poultry, hydraulics, 
sports, transportation, aviation, and medicine will be accom-
panying the French group.

On January 28, Iran and France signed a series of basic 
trade deals estimated to be worth billions of dollars during 
the historic visit to Paris by the Iranian president.

Rouhani and his French counterpart, Francois Hollande, 
oversaw the signing of the agreements, which concerned co-
operation in different economic sectors such as aviation, car 
manufacturing and oil, among others.On September 6, Rou-
hani called for a full and swift implementation of agreements 
reached between Tehran and Paris during his visit to France.

He made the remarks in a meeting with visiting President 
of the French National Assembly Claude Bartolone in Tehran.

Rouhani said the implementation of the mutual documents 
would lead to a tangible change in bilateral relations in such ar-
eas as politics, economy, culture and science, Press TV reported.

TEHRAN — Iranian 
President Hassan Rou-

hani said on Friday, “The situation in the region 
and world is not good and we all should seek 
international peace and stability.”

Iran attaches great importance to its 
“national security” as well as to interna-
tional peace and stability, he said before 
his departure to Venezuela to attend 
the Non-Aligned Movement summit.

“Peace, non-interference in internal 
affairs of countries, their national sover-
eignty, and consultation and coordina-
tion on international issues are impor-
tant to us,” he added.           2

Iran calls for international 
peace, stability
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TEHRAN — Ali Ak-
bar Salehi, the head 

of Atomic Energy Organization of Iran 
(AEOI), said on Thursday that Iran’s 
membership to the International Ther-
monuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) 
has been confirmed, an outcome of the 
nuclear deal the country signed with 
global powers in July 2015. 

ITER is an international nuclear fu-
sion research and engineering meg-
aproject, currently building the world’s 
largest experimental tokamak nuclear 

fusion reactor near the Cadarache facil-
ity in south of France.

“Regarding Iran’s membership to 
ITER, a very large international project, it 
was verbally announced that we will be 
a member of the project,” said Salehi, in 
an interview with IRNA at the European 
Council on Foreign Relations in London.

While no confirmation has been 
announced yet, the top Iranian official 
said the news will be formally confirmed 
very soon.

The AEOI chief further underscored 

that Iran is ready to join the Joint Euro-
pean Torus (JET), the world’s largest op-
erational magnetic confinement plasma 
physics experiment, located in the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

Salehi pointed out that Tehran con-
tinues to honor the JCPOA and expects 
the other side to keep its side of the 
bargain, as well. 

“The International Atomic Energy 
Agency has issued two reports confirm-
ing Tehran’s commitment to its side of the 
accord,” the top Iranian official added.

At least five members of the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK/Partiya Karkerên 
Kurdistanê) have been killed after Turkish 
security forces carried out two separate 
counter-terrorism operations against the 
Kurdish militants in the country’s south-
eastern province of Hakkari.

Military sources, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said police units mounted 
an offensive in the Gol Tepe area of the 
province, located 1,026 kilometers east of 
the capital Ankara, on Friday, killing two 
PKK members in the process.

Separately, three PKK militants were 
killed during a raid in the Siyah Tepe 
area of the same province.

Late on Thursday, seven paramilitary po-

licemen, a soldier and a sergeant lost their 
lives when PKK militants launched an assault 
in the eastern province of Agri. Three sol-
diers and two civilians were also injured.     

The clashes broke out after the se-
curity forces’ call for surrender was met 
with PKK gunfire near Gokcebulak vil-
lage in Tendurek Mountain.

Turkish air force fighter jets later 
launched several airstrikes against PKK 
positions in the area.

A shaky ceasefire between the PKK 
and the Turkish government collapsed 
in July 2015, and attacks on Turkish se-
curity forces have soared ever since.

Ankara has been engaged in a large-
scale campaign against the PKK in its 

southern border region in the past few 
months. The Turkish military has also 
been conducting offensives against PKK 
positions in northern Iraq and Syria.

The operations began in the wake 
of a deadly July 2015 bombing in the 
southern Turkish town of Suruc. More 
than 30 people died in the attack, which 
the Turkish government blamed on the 
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group.

After the bombing, the PKK militants, 
who accuse Ankara of supporting ISIL, en-
gaged in a series of supposed reprisal attacks 
against Turkish police and security forces, 
prompting the Turkish military operations.

(Source: Press TV)

TEHRAN 
– Iranian 

director Asghar Farhadi’s ac-
claimed drama “The Sales-
man” will be the opening 
movie of the 17th edition of 
Asiatica, a festival of Asian 
films, which will begin in 

Rome tonight.
The organizers also plan 

to commemorate world re-
nowned Iranian director Ab-
bas Kiarostami by screening 
his fellow filmmaker Seifollah 
Samadian’s documentary 
“76 Minutes and 15 Seconds 

with Kiarostami” on Septem-
ber 23.

Two other Iranian films, 
“Valderrama” by Abbas 
Amini and “Bench Cinema” 
by Mohammad Rahmanian 
are scheduled to be shown 
in the official competition 

section of the festival, which 
will run until October 2.

The festival also has plans 
to review Iranian directors 
Mani Haqiqi’s “Modest Re-
ception”, Reza Dormishi-
an’s “Lanturi” and Shahram 
Mokri’s “Fish and Cat”.

Iran’s membership to ITER confirmed though not announced yet: Salehi

Police forces kill five PKK militants in southeastern Turkey

“The Salesman” to open Asiatica festival in Italy
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UN human rights chief 
remarks draw Tehran’s ire 

TEHRAN — Iran’s Human Rights Council 
has rejected remarks by the UN High Com-

missioner for Human Rights as “untrue,” saying Iran’s human 
rights policy has fundamentally been premised upon “trans-
parency as well as constructive and logical” cooperation. 

At the 33rd session of 
the Human Rights Council 
on September 13, Ra’ad 
Hussein claimed Iran had 
“given no access” to his of-
fice since 2013.

“This is particularly re-
grettable given the reports 
we continue to receive of 
fundamental problems” 
with the situation of hu-
man rights in Iran, the UN 
official further said.

While rejecting the claim that Iran has been uncooperative 
since 2013, the Iranian human rights body has, inter alia, invited 
the UN High Commissioner to travel to Iran a number of times 
and held four rounds of negotiations with the international body.  

Tehran expects international rights officials to take the re-
alities into account while addressing the human rights situa-
tion in different countries and avoid making “politically-moti-
vated” statements by “adopting a professional and unbiased” 
approach, the Iranian human rights body said.

It also rejected the allegations that Tehran refuses to coop-
erate with the United Nations special rapporteur on human 
rights situation in Iran.
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Hassan Qazizadeh Hashemi (L) and 
George Pamboridis (R)

Iran observing 
Shahriar 
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TEHRAN — The Irani-
an foreign minister Mo-

hammad Javad Zarif has warned against 
meddling in domestic affairs of other 
countries, saying it will threaten the whole 
world. 

Zarif made the remarks at the foreign 
ministerial meeting of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) in Venezuela’s Marga-
rita Island on Thursday.

“Today, interference in internal affairs 
of other countries, occupation, and ex-
tremism have posed threats not only to 
the world’s peace, security, and develop-
ment but to the solidarity of NAM state 
members,” Zarif said. 

Heads of state and representatives 
of more than 120 nations have con-
vened in Venezuela’s Margarita Island 
for the 17th Non-Aligned Movement 
Summit, September 13 to 18, in a push 
to explore ways to promote peace in 
the world.

During the summit, Caracas will as-
sume the organization's rotating presi-

dency for the next three years after taking 
over it from Iran. 

“Violent extremism and terrorism ac-
companied by their horrific consequenc-
es, like growing hostilities and humanitar-
ian crises, are among the gravest threats 
that require more serious attention from 
NAM member states,” Zarif said else-
where in his remarks. 

More than anywhere else, the Middle 
East region has been grappling with the 
threats Zarif warned against in his speech.

Particularly, the countries of Iraq, Syria, 
and Yemen have been influenced. 

“It is evident that intervention, inva-
sion and occupation as in the cases of 
Iraq, Syria and Palestine, leads to ex-
tremism. The tragedy of Palestine, the 
center of anger and desperation felt in 
the Muslim world, is at the heart of this 
crisis.” 

It is necessary for all governments 
to honor international regulations and 
norms so as to avoid deterioration of the 
current situation, Zarif underscored.  
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TEHRAN — Iran’s 
atomic energy chief 

has unveiled his country’s new nu-
clear agenda, saying Tehran is con-
sidering potential par tners in ad-
dition to Russia to develop small 
modular reactors.

“We have not entered into serious ne-
gotiations with any country with regard 
to SMR's but this is our strategy. So, we 

are working on it and making the as-
sessment as to whether it is feasible for 
us and then we will look around and see 
which countries are willing to cooperate 
with us in the development of SMRs,” said 
Ali Akbar Salehi in an interview with Sput-
nik on Friday.

A type of nuclear fission reactor, small 
modular reactors are smaller than their 
conventional prototypes manufactured 

at a plant and brought to a site to be fully 
constructed. 

A main function of the small unit is to 
provide electricity for remote areas or re-
gions with smaller electric grids. 

Earl ier, Salehi told delegates 
at the World Nuclear Association 
(WNA) symposium in London that 
Iran intends to increase its nucle-
ar electricity production from its 

current 1000MW of electricity to 
30,000MW.

A week ago, Iran began building its 
second and third nuclear power plants 
with each plant producing 1,057 mega-
watts of electricity with the Russian Ro-
satom.

The new power plants are expected 
to come online in a decade with an in-
vestment of nearly $10 billion.

TEHRAN — Saeed Ohadi, the head 
of Iran’s Hajj and Pilgrimage Organi-

zation, has said that Iran has accepted no mediation on 
the Mina incident as well as on ties with Saudi Arabia.

“Saudi Arabia has taken no step to uphold the rights 
of the martyrs of Mina catastrophe,” he told Mehr news 
agency.

Iran will pursue the issue until a final result is reached, 
he added, saying Riyadh is not determined to help reach 
a result on the issue.

In January, Iraq and Russia offered to play mediator 
part to ease Iran-Saudi Arabia tension over the Mina in-
cident.

In the stampede in Mina on September 24 last year, 
hundreds of pilgrims were killed. Among the dead were 
464 Iranians.

The Hajj and Pilgrimage Organization of Iran (HPOI) 
announced on May 29 that it would not dispatch pil-
grims this year to Mecca because of inconsistency at 
decision-making level by the Saudis. The decision came 
after Iranian and Saudis officials failed to iron out differ-
ences over the security of Iranian pilgrims despite sever-
al rounds of talks.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qassemi 
said on September 6 that the Saudi rulers refuse to ac-
cept responsibility for the Mina tragedy.

 1  The president also will discuss bilateral issues 
with heads of various countries during the trip. 

The Iranian president further attached great impor-
tance to the NAM meeting’s agenda which is peace, sol-
idarity and countries’ national sovereignty.

Rouhani will submit the rotating presidency of NAM 
to Venezuela for the next three years.

Following the NAM summit, he will head to Havana, 
where he will hold talks with Fidel Castro and President 
Raul Castro.

The signing of a number of agreements with Cuba 
are on the agenda, said Parviz Esmaeil, the director of 
the presidential media office.

Rouhani plans to address the UN summit in New York, 
as well. 

Iran luring foreign partners to small nuclear reactors 

Tehran accepts no mediator in Mina incident: official

Iran calls for international peace, stability
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TEHRAN — Members of the 
parliamentary National Security 

and Foreign Policy Committee will be visiting the 
Arak nuclear site on Monday in the run-up to the 
parliament’s quarterly report on the nuclear deal, 
Mehr news agency reported on Friday. 

“According to the schedule, the visit will be made 
on Shahrivar 29 (September 19) with members of 
the National Security and Foreign Policy in attend-
ance,” said Mojtaba Zolnour, head of the parlia-
ment’s nuclear committee. The parliamentarians 
visit Arak heavy water facilities, among others. 

Parliamentary 
committee members 
to visit Arak nuclear 
site 
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Movahedi Kermani 
to lead Combatant 
Clergy elections 
committee 
TEHRAN — The spokesman of 
the Combatant Clergy Associa-

tion said on Monday Ayatollah Movahedi Kermani 
had been elected to lead the entity’s the elections 
committee, according to Tasnim. 

“Ayatollah Movahedi Kermani was elected as the 
head of the elections committee during the last 
session of the body,” said Qolamreza Mesbahi Mo-
qaddam. Iran will hold its next presidential and city 
and village councils elections in May 2017. 

“We are due to form the elections committee dur-
ing the next session,” the spokesman further said.

P O L I T I C S
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Friday prayer leaders 
entitled the right 
to discuss political 
issues: Khatami 
TEHRAN — The interim Fri-
day prayer leader of Tehran has 

warned against criticizing Friday prayer leaders for 
analyzing issues of political nature in their sermons, 
saying it is part of their mission, IRNA reported on 
Friday. 

The comments are a not so-veiled reference to 
government spokesman Nobakht who had said sub-
jects such as the Financial Action Task Force, which 
has stirred a row in the Iranian political circles, should 
be addressed in Supreme National Security Council 
sessions not in Friday prayer sermons.

P O L I T I C S
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Zarif warns against meddling 
in other nations’ domestic affairs

Zarif says, “Violent extremism and terrorism 
accompanied by their horrific consequences, 

like growing hostilities and humanitarian crises, 
are among the gravest threats that require more 

serious attention from NAM member states.”

Iran’s ambassador to 
the UN Gholamali Kho-

shroo has said Tehran reiterates its sup-
port for any Afghan-led peace process.

“Iran reiterates its support for any 
Afghan-led peace process, at the same 
time, we condemn all violent attacks 
committed by Taliban and all other ter-
rorist groups as well as any cooperation 
with them, since we believe this will en-
courage them in their odious behavior 
and thus counterproductive to establish-
ing peace in Afghanistan,” he said during 
his speech at a meeting of the UN Securi-
ty Council on the situation in Afghanistan 
in New York on Wednesday.

Following is the full text of his speech 
published by IRNA:

In the Name of God, the Compassion-
ate, the Merciful

Mr. President
I would like to express my apprecia-

tions to New Zealand for organizing this 
debate on the situation in Afghanistan. 
My thanks also go to the distinguished 
Ambassador of Afghanistan for his state-
ment. I would like to welcome and thank 
Mr. Yamamoto, Special Representative of 
the Secretary-General for Afghanistan 
and head of the United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA).

for his briefing and presenting SG’s 
latest Report, as contained in document 
S/2016/768.

Unfortunately, security and instability 
remain the major challenges for Afghan-
istan. The SG’s latest report refers to 24 
percent increase in the number of armed 
clashes comparing to the same period 
last year, while last year was reported as 
the highest number recorded since 2001 

in terms of intensity of armed clashes. 
This continuing deterioration of the se-
curity situation in the country indicates 
that Afghanistan and the Region is not 
any safer more than a decade after its 
invasion.

Peace talks between the Afghan Gov-
ernment and Taliban, uncertainty prevails 
over any prospect for making peace with 
them. Iran reiterates its support for any 
Afghan-led peace process, at the same 
time, we condemn all violent attacks 
committed by Taliban and all other ter-
rorist groups as well as any cooperation 
with them, since we believe this will en-
courage them in their odious behavior 
and thus counterproductive to estab-
lishing peace in Afghanistan.

In my pervious statement in 
June, I had warned about the 
emergence of Daesh and its off-
shoots in Afghanistan. During the 
same period we witnessed 
that the so-called Is-
lamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant-Khorasan 
Province (ISIL KP) 
claimed the respon-
sibility of the ter-

rorist attack against a demonstration by 
ethnic Hazaras on the 23 July which was 
the deadliest single incident recorded by 
the United Nations in Afghanistan since 
2001. This is just another indication of this 
threat. ISIL - KP, along with the spectrum 
of other terrorist and extremist groups, 
such as the Islamic Movement of Uzbek-
istan in north and the Islamic Movement 
of Eastern Turkistan appear as an emerg-
ing security threat in Afghanistan.

Today, the Afghan National Unity Gov-
ernment is in forefront of fighting terrorism. 
The sustained support of the international 
community is much more needed to sup-
port the Afghan Government in its fight 
against terrorism and extremism, as well 

as to address its security, economic and 
political challenges.

Mr. President
Strengthening our regional coop-

eration with Afghanistan is a priority 
and a major pathway to consol-

idate peace and economic in 
the region. During the past 

decade, Iran has spent 
millions of dollars to 

help Afghanistan with 
the completion of almost 

300 projects, ranging from infrastructure 
to training and capacity building in human 
resources, especially through offering hun-
dreds of scholarships each year. 

Afghanistan and Iran continue their 
cooperation in these fields, following 23 
May trilateral agreement with India fo-
cused on the Iranian port of Chabahar, 
We held coordination meetings, at the 
governor’s level of the border provinces 
on 25 and 26 July to discuss security and 
new trade opportunities involving the 
Port. Afghan Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs visited Tehran on 3 August for dis-
cussions on trade, infrastructure, and the 
presence of Afghan nationals in Iran and 
Afghan National Security Advisor visited 
Iran on 6 and 7 August to discuss border 
security and countering violent extrem-
ism. The fifth Afghanistan-Iran Joint Eco-
nomic Commission was held on 10 Au-
gust in Tehran after a four-year interval.

Iran and Afghanistan are also com-
mitted to increase their connectivity with 
emphasis on the Khaf-Herat Railway, Mile 
78 railroad project in Farah and the sec-
ond bridge over Hirmand River.

Narcotic is a real threat for this Region 
and beyond and should be addressed by 
the international community in a very se-
rious and comprehensive manner. Any 
increase in narcotics is a reflection of the 
prevailing insecurity and poverty. Strong 
support and commitment from interna-
tional donors, Afghan authorities and the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) is essential to deter the menace 
of narcotics as a social health challenge 
and more importantly, a major source of 
income for extremist and terrorist groups. 
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Iran’s ambassador to the UN says, “Iran reiterates 
its support for any Afghan-led peace process, at 
the same time, we condemn all violent attacks 

committed by Taliban and all other terrorist 
groups as well as any cooperation with them, 

since we believe this will encourage them in their 
odious behavior and thus counterproductive to 

establishing peace in Afghanistan.”

Iran, Britain’s 
officials discuss 
removing banking 
obstruction

TEHRAN — Ali Akbar Salehi, di-
rector of the Atomic Energy Or-

ganization of Iran, held a meeting with British Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer Philip Hammond on Thursday 
to soothe banks’ concerns over ties with Iran. 

“Many achievements have been reached af-
ter implementing the JCPOA and many banks are 
currently working with Iran. However, major banks 
have not started cooperating yet,” Salehi said.

Iran and the 5+1 group, the U.S., Britain, France, 
China and Russia plus Germany, finalized the text of 
the JCPOA in Vienna in July 2015.

P O L I T I C S
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Washington not 
honoring Syrian 
truce steadfastly: 
official 
TEHRAN — Director General of 
International Affairs at the Irani-

an Parliament Hossein Amir Abdollahian has lam-
basted Washington for what he called “the U.S. lack 
of commitment to its commitments” to the Syrian 
truce, saying Washington’ main goal is to eliminate 
President Bashar al-Assad, according to Fars news 
agency on Monday. 

“In spite of the ceasefire agreement and its full 
observance by the Syrian government, the U.S. is 
not steadfast in its commitments to the deal.. and its 
main goal is to eliminate President Assad,” he said. 

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

TEHRAN — Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani sent a message 

to Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto on Friday 
congratulating anniversary of Mexico’s independ-
ence.

“I sincerely congratulate your Excellency, the 
government and people of Mexico on the inde-
pendence day of the country,” Rouhani wrote in his 
message.

He also said, “I hope we would witness increas-
ing expansion of ties in various areas in light of 
mutual efforts of the two countries’ officials using 
existing opportunities.” 

On September 16, 1810, Mexico gained inde-
pendence from Spain.

Iran congratulates 
Mexico on 
anniversary of 
independence

P O L I T I C S
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UN chief slams Bibi’s 
support for settlement 
expansion in West Bank
 United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has 
slammed Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over his 
support for the Tel Aviv regime’s expropriation of Palestinian 
territories and expansion of illegal settlements across the oc-
cupied West Bank.

On Thursday, Ban told the Security Council during a meeting 
on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that Israel’s construction of set-
tlement outposts on land earmarked for a future independent 
Palestinian state is illegal, and the Israeli military’s control over 
Palestinian territories must be brought to an end.

“Let me be absolutely clear: settlements are illegal un-
der international law. The occupation, stifling and oppressive, 
must end,” he said.

The UN chief further noted that the settlement of around 
a million Israelis in Palestinian territories is “diametrically op-
posed to the creation of a Palestinian state.”

Ban further took a swipe at Netanyahu over the assertion that 
opposition to settlements was tantamount to “ethnic cleansing.”

“I am disturbed by a recent statement by Israel’s prime 
minister portraying those who oppose settlement expansion 
as supporters of ethnic cleansing. This is unacceptable and 
outrageous,” the UN secretary general pointed out.

Last week, Netanyahu claimed in a video posted on his 
Facebook page that the settlements built across the occu-
pied West Bank do not constitute “obstacles” to an eventual 
peace agreement with the Palestinians, and that he has “al-
ways been perplexed” about the related criticisms.

The Israeli prime minister went on to allege that the Pal-
estinian leadership sought a Palestinian state on the condi-
tion that it was “a state without Jews,” and that this could 
be described as “ethnic cleansing.” “On the contrary, they go 
deeper with their settlements, infringement of holy places, 
ethnic cleansing and deliberate killing,” he said.

Palestinians want the West Bank as part of their future in-
dependent state, with East al-Quds (Jerusalem) as its capital.

The presence and continued expansion of illegal Israeli 
settlements in occupied Palestine, however, have created a 
major obstacle to the establishment of such a state.

More than half a million Israelis live in over 230 settle-
ments built since the 1967 Israeli occupation of the Palestini-
an territories of the West Bank and East al-Quds.

Much of the international community regards the Israeli set-
tlements as illegal because the territories they are built on were 
captured by Israel in a war in 1967 and are hence subject to the 
Geneva Conventions, which forbid construction on occupied 
lands. Nevertheless, the Israeli regime continues to build more 
settlements and expand the existing ones. (Source: Press TV)
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There are reports of fierce fighting and 
clashes after foreign-backed militants try 
to enter an eastern suburb of the Syrian 
capital in violation of a nationwide cease-
fire. 

Anti-government sources and state 
media are reporting clashes between 
troops and armed groups as well as shell-
ing in two neighborhoods of Damascus.

Syrian state news agency SANA 
said on Friday militants shelled govern-
ment-held areas in the eastern neigh-
borhood of Qaboun, wounding three 
people.

The so-called Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, based in London, said 
Friday's fighting is concentrated in the 
neighborhood of Jobar, next to Qaboun.

According to the French news agency 
AFP, the Syrian army is blocking an attack 
by armed groups that tried to enter the 
capital's east via Jobar.

A barrage of rocket fire and shelling 
could be heard coming from the Jobar 
district which is held by militants, it said.

The offensive comes after the Rus-
sian Defense Ministry said it had record-
ed dozens of violations of the ceasefire 
agreement. Moscow also said units of 
militants “controlled by the U.S.” have in-
tensified their shelling of civilian residen-
tial areas.

On Thursday, Russia said the United 
States was using “a verbal smokescreen” 
to hide its reluctance to fulfill its part of 
the ceasefire agreement.

After the fourth day of the ceasefire, 
only Syria's government forces are ob-
serving the truce, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement.

United States State Department 
spokesman Mark Toner said that “de-
spite sporadic reports of violence, the 
arrangement is holding and violence is 
significantly lower.”

The ceasefire was brokered to enable 

essential aid to get through to Syrians 
who are in desperate need of food stuffs 
and medical supplies. 

On Friday, an anti-government “ac-
tivist” said Russian troops have deployed 
along a main road leading into be-
sieged militant-held neighborhoods of 
the northern city of Aleppo ahead of the 
possible arrival of aid convoys.

The arrangement came as 20 trucks, 
allegedly loaded with food and medical 
aid, waited at the Turkish border to be 
given the all clear to head to Aleppo. 

The Russian Defense Ministry had 
said on Thursday that the Syrian army 
was ready to bring back troops from the 
Castello Road, which leads into Aleppo, 
to ensure the safe movement of the con-
voys. 

 Russian troops deployed on road 
to Aleppo 

Rami Abdurrahman of the so-called 

Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
said the Syrian government forces that 
were stationed there have been replaced 
by Russian troops. He said aid is expect-
ed to enter militant-held Aleppo later on 
Friday.

Amid accusations of violations, Russia 
said on Thursday it wants the United Na-
tions Security Council to adopt a resolu-
tion endorsing the ceasefire deal. Russian 
Ambassador to the UN Vitaly Churkin 
said there were discussions at the United 
Nations on the proposed resolution.

The truce requires the U.S. to demand 
all of militant allies to totally cut ties with 
al-Nusra Front, re-branded as Fateh 
al-Sham Front, immediately. The Syrian 
military and the Russian, however, say 
that so far there is no sign of that hap-
pening.

Moscow said on Friday Russian and 
Syrian forces had stopped bombing ar-

eas held by militants but the U.S. was 
complicating efforts to fight terrorists 
by not providing the exact locations of 
what Washington regards as “moderate” 
groups. 

Those so-called moderate groups are 
fighting along with other Takfiri terrorists 
to topple the government of President 
Bashar al-Assad in Syria.

 Truce agreement not to deal with 
Assad future 

Meantime, on Friday, Russia's Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov 
said the future of President Assad is an 
internal Syrian issue and the U.S.-Russia 
agreement does not deal with it.

Assad's opponents inside and outside 
the country have insisted that his depar-
ture is a prerequisite for a peace settle-
ment.

Bogdanov said in an interview with 
the RIA Novosti news agency that Assad's 
future is “purely Syrian business” and that 
the ceasefire deal did not discuss Assad's 
future in any way.

 U.S. failed to fulfill obligations 
under Syria truce: Russia

Elsewhere, Russia has lashed out at 
Washington for failing to honor its com-
mitments under a recently implement-
ed ceasefire in Syria, complaining that 
the U.S.-backed opposition groups are 
mounting their attacks on residential ar-
eas in Syria.

Russia’s military spokesman Igor 
Konashenkov made the criticism in a 
statement released on Thursday.

Konashenkov slammed the U.S. for 
“rhetorical fog” intended “to hide the fact 
that it is not fulfilling its part of the obli-
gations.”

Konashenkov stressed that Russia has 
respected its commitments from the first 
minute that the cessation of hostilities 
began in Syria.

(Source: agencies)

Syrian army fighting to repel 
militant offensive
Bogdanov: Assad's future, purely Syrian business

By staff & agencies

Donald Trump himself won’t say it, but 
his campaign is now declaring that the 
United States Republican presidential 
candidate believes now that President 
Barack Obama was born in the Unit-
ed States. And his campaign is cheer-
ing Trump for bringing an end to an 
“ugly incident” that it blames, without 
evidence, on Democratic opponent 
Hillary Clinton.

For many years, Trump was the 
most prominent proponent of the 
“birther” movement, which claimed 
Obama was born outside the U.S. and 
thus ineligible to be president — de-
spite the fact that he was born in Ha-
waii. As recently as Thursday, Trump 
would not acknowledge Obama’s 
birthplace, declining to address the 
matter when asked by The Washing-
ton Post.

“I’ll answer that question at the 
right time,” Trump told the paper. “I just 
don’t want to answer it yet.”

Clinton seized on Trump’s refusal 
during a speech on Thursday night 
before the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute.

“He was asked one more time 
where was President Obama born and 
he still wouldn’t say Hawaii. He still 
wouldn’t say America,” Clinton said. 
“This man wants to be our next presi-
dent? When will he stop this ugliness, 
this bigotry?”

The answer to her question came 
hours later when campaign spokes-
man Jason Miller issued a statement 
that suggested the question had been 
settled five years ago — by Trump.

Yet Trump repeatedly stoked the is-
sue in the years since Obama released 
his birth certificate. In August 2012, he 
was pushing the issue on Twitter.

Trump has said repeatedly during 
the campaign that he no longer talks 
about the “birther” issue while refus-
ing to retract his previous comments.

Trump’s comments speculating on 
Obama’s birthplace have been seen 
by many as an attempt to delegitimize 
the nation’s first black president, and 
have turned off many of the African 

American voters he is now courting in 
his bid for the White House.

Miller ’s claim that Clinton launched 
the birther movement during her un-
successful primary run against Obama 
in 2008 is unsubstantiated and long 
denied by Clinton. On Twitter, Clin-
ton spokesman Brian Fallon did not 
address that allegation, but said that 
acceptance that Obama was born in 
the U.S. comes up short.

Indeed, Trump himself has said that 
his aides shouldn’t be trusted to speak 
on his behalf.

 Ford CEO fires back at Donald 
Trump on jobs to Mexico

Meantime, CEO (chief executive of-
ficer) Mark Fields, appearing on CNN 
on Thursday, said “zero” jobs will be 
lost in the U.S. and that “it is really 
unfortunate when politics get in the 
way of the facts.” Even though Ford is 
expanding in Mexico, it is planning to 
replace small-car production in its U.S. 
plant network with higher-profit trucks 
and SUVs (sport utility vehicle).

Fields decision to appear on CNN 
came after Trump appeared earlier on 
Fox News and said if elected he will 
impose a 35% tax on automotive im-
ports from Mexico.

Trump also criticized Ford on 
Wednesday after Fields told Wall 
Street investors that the automaker 
would move all small car production 
to Mexico over the next two to three 
years.

Fields told CNN Trump’s claim 
about job losses was false.

The spat between Trump and Ford 
dates back to June, 2015, when Ford 
first announced that it would stop 

producing the Ford Focus and Ford 
C-Max at its Michigan Assembly Plant 
in Wayne in 2018 so it could move 
those vehicles to a lower cost country.

Today, Fields reiterated the auto-
maker’s commitment to the United 
Auto Workers union to keep that plant 
running.

 Ivanka Trump blasts Cosmo 
after heated interview

Elsewhere, Ivanka Trump called out 
Cosmopolitan magazine on Thurs-
day, a day after the outlet published 
a contentious interview on her father’s 
policies.

“Politics aside, I’m working to raise 
awareness on issues that are of critical 
importance to American women and 
families,” Trump wrote on Twitter. 

Ivanka Marie Trump is an American 
businesswoman, writer, and former 
fashion model. Trump is the daugh-
ter of former model Ivana Trump and 
Donald Trump 

Trump and Cosmopolitan reporter 
Prachi Gupta got into a heated ex-
change over whether Donald Trump’s 
new family leave proposal would cov-
er gay couples.

“So it’s meant to benefit, wheth-
er it’s in same-sex marriages as well, 
to benefit the mother who has given 
birth to the child if they have legal 
married status under the tax code,” 
Ivanka Trump said in the interview.

“Well, what about gay couples, 
where both partners are men?” Gupta 
responded.

Trump responded that the plan was 
meant to “help mothers in recovery in 
the immediate aftermath of childbirth.”

Gupta continued to press her, re-
ferring to a comment her father made 
in 2004 about pregnancy being “in-
convenient for business” and asking 
her what has changed since then.

“So I think that you have a lot of 
negativity in these questions, and I 
think my father has put forth a very 
comprehensive and really revolution-
ary plan to deal with a lot of issues,” 
Ivanka Trump responded. “So I don’t 
know how useful it is to spend too 
much time with you on this if you’re 
going to make a comment like that.”

Trump mum while campaign 
says he believes Obama born in U.S.

Ford CEO fires back at Trump on jobs to Mexico
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Renault Jan.-Aug. sales to 
Iran tripled y/y

Armenia must carry out huge work to 
increase trade turnover with Iran
Deputy Foreign Minister of Armenia 
Robert Harutyunyan says Armenia 
must carry out huge work to increase 
the trade turnover with Iran. Accord-
ing to him despite Iran-Armenia trade 
turnover results for the first quarter 
of 2016 are promising, this is still not 
enough. 

“If we look at the previous year ’s 
results, they are quite modest over 
280 million AMD from which 80 mil-
lion is the export, and 200 million the 
import. And despite that this year we 
have nearly 3 times growth in terms of 
exports, I think these numbers are far 
from the target we would like to have”, 
he said, “Armenpress” reported. 

He attached importance to the 
exhibition of Armenian goods and 
services which is going to be held in 
Iran on October 5-8. He said it will 
contribute to the development of the 
Armenian-Iranian trade-economic re-
lations. 

“The Armenian Embassy in Iran 
has supported to organize this event. 
This is very important, first of all, for 
boosting the Embassies in terms of 
economic component. We know that 
the sanctions against Iran have been 
eliminated, thus, it is the imperative 
of time to intensify the relations with 
our neighboring state. We are start-
ing with this exhibition, I think, we will 
continue organizing other events as 
well”, he said.

(Source: Armenpress)

TEHRAN — The 
French car maker Re-

nault sales to Iran tripled in the first eight 
months of 2016 compared to the same 
period last year, Tasnim news agency re-
ported on Friday. 

According to the report, the French 
auto maker announced that it has sold 
54,548 passenger cars to Iran during 
the mentioned period which shows a 
199 percent rise compared to 18,230 of 
the last year.

Renault’s exports to Iran was re-
ported 11,424 cars in August 2016, a 
27 percent rise compared to July and 
210 percent growth in comparison to 
August 2015.

According to Renault’s reports, in 
2015 the company sent a total of 51,500 
units of their cars to Iran which indi-
cates a 56 percent growth compared to 
2014 in which the carmaker sold about 
33,000 cars to the country.

Logan is the best-selling Renault’s 

product in Iran which goes by the name 
L90 in the country. 

Earlier in July, an official in Iran Devel-
opment and Renovation Organization 
(IDRO) announced that Renault plans to 
manufacture three of its new products in 
collaboration with Saipa Group and two 
of them in cooperation with Iran Khodro 
Company (IKCO). 

The two prominent Iranian compa-
nies have accepted the partnership in a 
bid to improve domestic car manufac-
turing industry.
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F The U.S. Department of Justice is asking Deutsche 
Bank (DBKGn.DE) to pay $14 billion to settle an inves-
tigation into its selling of mortgage-backed securities, 
Germany’s flagship lender said on Friday.

The claim against Deutsche, which is likely to be 
negotiated in several months of talks, far outstrips the 
bank’s and investors’ expectations for such costs. While 
it is yet to become clear what the final payment will be, 
if it were to be as high as $14 billion, this would be a 
severe strain for Deutsche’s fragile finances and would 
likely further rock investor confidence in the bank.

The bank’s US-listed shares fell 8 percent in after-
hours trading. “Deutsche Bank has no intent to settle 
these potential civil claims anywhere near the number 
cited. 

India on Thursday signed an MoU with Sri Lanka to 
support livelihood of the fishing and farming communi-
ties by providing them equipment worth $2 million in the 
country’s southern Hambantota district.

The agreement was signed at the Ministry of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources Development by Y K Sinha, High 
Commissioner of India and W M M R Adikari, Secretary, 
Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Develop-
ment in the presence of Mahinda Amaraweera, Minister 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development.

The project envisages gift of equipment and tools 
such as grub hoes, bicycles, life jackets and sewing ma-
chines worth 300 million rupees ($2 million) to the fishing 
and farming communities in Hambantota district.

Germany’s economy minister said on Thursday 
he expected the country’s Social Democrats, a jun-
ior partner in the ruling coalition, to vote in favor of 
a free-trade agreement between Canada and the 
European Union at a party meeting on Sept. 19.

“We will get a majority vote,” German Vice Chan-
cellor and Economic Affairs Minister Sigmar Gabriel 
told reporters in Montreal.

Canada and Europe have spent years negoti-
ating the trade deal, called the Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement, or CETA. Canada 
Trade Minister Chrystia Freeland said on Monday 
the Canadian government hoped to sign the deal 
in October.

Iran moves up in GNI 
per capita ranking: WB
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U.S. wants $14b from 
Deutsche Bank

India signs MOU with 
Sri Lanka to support 
fishermen, farmers

German minister 
expects to win vote 
on EU-Canada trade 
deal

TEHRAN — Iran has 
advanced in the Gross 

National Income (GNI) per capita ranking 
in 2015, according to a report released 
by the World Bank in July 2016.

The Islamic Republic’s rank moved a 
place up despite the 46 percent decrease 
in global oil prices in 2015, Fars news 
agency reported on Thursday.

Iran, with $17,400 of per capita in-
come per year, ranked 90th among 
the 216 countries on the list and stood 
among the countries with upper-middle-
income.

The countries included in GNI per 
capita report are categorized in four 
groups namely the high-income group, 
the upper-middle-income group, the 
lower-middle-income group, and the 

low-income one.
The GNI per capita is the dollar value 

of a country’s final income in a year, di-
vided by its population. It reflects the av-
erage income of a country’s citizens.

Knowing a country’s GNI per capita is a 
good first step toward understanding the 
country’s economic strengths and needs, 
as well as the general standard of living 
enjoyed by the average citizen. A coun-
try’s GNI per capita tends to be closely 
linked with other indicators that measure 
the social, economic, and environmental 
well-being of the country and its people. 
For example, generally people living in 
countries with higher GNI per capita tend 
to have longer life expectancies, higher 
literacy rates, better access to safe water, 
and lower infant mortality rates.

ECONOMY
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Tehran to host 
China Trade Week expo

TEHRAN — China Trade Week (CTW), 
China’s first exhibition in Iran in 2016, with 

the support of Chinese government and the Iran Chamber 
of Commerce will be held in Tehran on September 19-21 at 
Shahr-e-Aftab International Exhibition Center, IRNA reported. 

China Trade Week will showcase latest products of 240 
Chinese companies from 
sectors such as construction 
materials, print, packaging 
and plastics, consumer prod-
ucts and food beverage.

The exhibition will bring 
Iran’s business people face 
to face with Chinese compa-
nies, creating a unique op-
portunity to meet, talk and 
develop the foundations of 
trading and business rela-
tionships.

Under the background of 
“One Belt, One road”, China 
Chamber of Commerce 

(CCPIT) has already successfully held several high quality Chi-
nese goods exhibitions in the countries along the route and 
the Islamic Republic is be to its next destination.

Russian-Iranian Chamber of Commerce is 
actively working on opening a joint Rus-
sian-Iranian bank, Bahram Amirahmadiyan 
of the Russia-Iran Friendship Society told 
Sputnik Persian.

Last week the Russian newspaper Izvesti-
ya reported that Russian banks are at the 
front of the queue to enter Iran’s banking 
sector after the partial lifting of sanctions. 
“Iran is emerging from years of sanctions 
and Russian players can enter the market 
with interesting products for business and 
the public,” Anatoliy Aksanov of Russia’s As-
sociation of Regional Banks told Izvestiya. 

The newspaper reported that the two 
countries’ central banks recently held talks 
on the management of closer financial co-
operation, and ten of Russia’s largest banks 
are preparing financial services for the Ira-

nian market.  
Former President of the Russia-Iran 

Friendship Society Bahram Amirahmadiyan 
told Sputnik Persian that banking coopera-
tion between Russia and Iran has a long his-
tory. “This is really a very important topic, 
particularly in the context of trading and 
economic links between Russia and Iran. 

The volume of bilateral trade between 
Russia and Iran is currently four to five bil-
lion dollars, which is conducted using dol-
lars or euros, and mostly through interme-
diate countries such as Cyprus or the UAE. 
Russia’s trade representative in Iran Andrey 
Lugansky told Rossiyskaya Gazeta that fol-
lowing the lifting of sanctions, many Iranian 
companies conducting business through 
overseas subsidiaries will return their busi-
ness to Iran and conduct their trade directly. 

“We want to carry out all our trade 
operations in our national currencies, (al-
though) this issue has not been resolved 
yet,” Amirahmadiyan said. “Of course, the 
prospect of Russian banks opening in Iran 
is very attractive and important because it 
can widen and improve our economic co-
operation. At the moment, all banking op-
erations between Russia and Iran are car-
ried out in dollars or euros.

 It’s very inconvenient, because all these 
operations are controlled either by the EU 
or US central banks. Amirahmadiyan said 
that the Russian ruble could also benefit 
from the banks’ entry to the Iranian market, 
which would enable Iranian companies to 
buy Russian goods in rubles.

There currently aren’t any Russian banks 
in Iran, and the Russian currency is not very 

well known on the market. When Russian 
banks begin to operate in Iran, there will be 
more currency operations and the ruble will 
strengthen. I hope the same will happen to 
the Iranian rial in Russia. That’s why we are 
waiting impatiently for this initiative to go 
ahead,” Amirahmadiyan said. 

In January the U.S. and EU announced 
the lifting of all economic and financial 
sanctions against the Islamic Republic as-
sociated with its nuclear program, enabling 
Tehran to access previously frozen assets, 
use international financial messaging ser-
vices such as SWIFT, and sell oil and other 
raw materials to EU countries. While Russian 
firms are keen to increase trade with Iran, 
their Western counterparts still appear fear-
ful of repercussions from the authorities.

 (Source: Sputnik)

Russian-Iranian banking partnership aims to ditch dollars for Rials and Rubles
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Donald Trump details plans 
for tax cuts to boost U.S. 
economy
Donald Trump has expanded on his plans for tax cuts to stimu-
late the U.S. economy and create jobs, relying on faster growth 
to limit the resulting increase in the budget deficit.

The Republican presidential nominee told the Economic 
Club of New York: “If we lower our taxes, remove destructive 
regulations?…?unleash the vast treasure of American energy, 
and negotiate trade deals that put America first, then there is no 
limit to the number of jobs we can create.”

His plans, scaled back from the more ambitious proposals 
he set out last year, include cuts in the federal corporate tax rate 
from 35 percent to 15 percent, and in the top federal income tax 
rate from 39.6 percent to 33 percent.

Martin Feldstein, a professor at Harvard University who was 
chief economic adviser to President Ronald Reagan, said Trump 
“did not have a good answer” to the question of how he would 
deal with the higher budget deficit resulting from the tax cuts.

Feldstein, who was in the audience on Thursday, said Trump’s 
campaign team could point only to their forecasts of additional 
growth leading to more revenue, and said their own estimates 
suggested more than $2tn could be added to the national debt 
over the next decade.

Trump said his economics team had calculated that his plans, 
including wide-ranging deregulation, would raise the growth 
rate of the U.S. economy from 2 percent to 3.5 percent, and 
create 25m additional jobs.

If that happened, he said, then combined with planned cuts 
in the 13 percent of U.S. government spending that does not go 
to entitlements such as social security or defense, the tax cuts 
would not increase the deficit.

Trump also said the U.S. should “establish a national goal 
of reaching 4 percent economic growth”. He added: “And my 
great economists don’t want me to say this, but I think we can 
do better than that.”

Glenn Hubbard, dean of Columbia Business School and 
an adviser to Jeb Bush’s failed campaign for the Republican 
nomination, said Trump was “directionally” right in stressing the 
need for stronger economic growth, and in arguing for tax cuts 
and deregulation.

“He is asking the question that people want answers to: why 
can’t we have higher growth?” Hubbard said.

“I don’t think there is anything in Secretary [Hillary] Clinton’s 
platform that is pro-growth at all.”

However, he was “not on the same page” as Trump on 
trade, thinking it was “much more beneficial” to the U .S. than 
the candidate suggested.

Oxford Economics, an advisory firm, estimated this week 
that if Trump carried out his plans to increase tariffs on imports 
from countries such as Mexico and China, and to deport more 
than 11m illegal immigrants, U.S. gross domestic product in 
five years would be about 5 percent lower than in its baseline 
projection.

Trump reiterated a theme he has been pushing with in-
creasing intensity: his claims that the Federal Reserve is run-
ning a politicized monetary policy.

In the question and answer session after his speech, he said 
the Federal Open Market Committee was “not doing the right 
job” by holding interest rates down.

“I think the Fed is being totally controlled politically. They’re 
not raising rates,” he said. “I believe the Fed is very political?…?If 
it was a political decision or the right decision, they’re going to 
go with the political decision, every single time.”

The claims fly in the face of the Fed’s declared independ-
ence, and its insistence that it does not take politics into ac-
count when setting rates. Asked about similar comments 
earlier this week, Lael Brainard, a Fed governor, said independ-
ence from the executive branch was “absolutely the focus” of 
monetary deliberations.

Trump has previously suggested he will not seek to reap-
point Janet Yellen as Fed chair when her term comes to an end 
in early 2018.

Political attacks on the Fed during a presidential election are 
not unprecedented. When Rick Perry, the former Texas gover-
nor, was running to be Republican candidate in 2011, for ex-
ample, he said the stimulus program of Ben Bernanke, former 
Fed chair, was “treasonous”.

However, Trump’s words come at a particularly sensitive 
time given the Fed is next week considering whether to lift 
short-term rates. Investors are betting on a decision to hold 
rates on Wednesday.

(Source: Financial Times)

Few Japanese companies see the central 
bank’s aggressive monetary stimulus as 
achieving its stated goal of spurring inflation, 
a Reuters poll found, with firms citing negative 
fallout from the program more than positive 
effects.

Desperate to stimulate growth, encourage 
capital investment and reverse price declines, 
the Bank of Japan has embraced negative in-
terest rates, bought up massive amounts of 
bonds and snapped up riskier assets such as 
exchange-traded funds.

Asked in a monthly Reuters Corporate 

Survey to assess the impact of 3.5 years of su-
per easy money policy by picking two effects 
from a series of options, only 6 percent of 
firms said the Bank Of Japan (BOJ) had paved 
a path towards defeating deflation or accel-
erating inflation - the very aim of its stimulus 
program.

The results of the poll, conducted Aug. 30-
Sept. 12, come as the BOJ prepares for next 
week’s monetary policy meeting, at which it 
will conduct a comprehensive review of its 
stimulus program after failing to reach its 2 
percent inflation target.

Most analysts, however, expect the cen-
tral bank to double down on its bold easing 
stance with a deepening of negative inter-
est rates or an expansion of asset purchases 
mentioned as options it may pursue.

Among the negative effects cited in the 
poll, around 40 percent of respondents cited 
the destabilization of financial markets while 
a quarter said it causes lax fiscal discipline. 
Another 23 percent said it had increased and 
distorted reliance by companies, households 
and markets on government policy.

Top positive responses were lower bor-

rowing costs, cited by 36 percent, and a 
weaker yen, by 25 percent, which lifts export-
ers’ earnings. Sixteen percent said it boosted 
the economy.                       (Source: Reuters)

Japan Inc. sees Bank of Japan stimulus as failing to spur inflation: Reuters poll
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By Teena Maddox

Cyberattacks have already impact-
ed public infrastructure in other 
countries and it's only a matter of 

time until a similar attack results in a ma-
jor catastrophe disrupting crucial services 
in the United States, according to IoT se-
curity experts.

"I think that it's definitely not a matter 
of if, it's a matter of when," said Zulfikar 
Ramzan, CTO of RSA and former chief 
scientist of Sourcefire. Ramzan is also the 
co-author of Crimeware: Understanding 
New Attacks and Defenses.

Public infrastructure refers to what-
ever is critical to keep society function-
ing, from utilities and water to hospitals, 
transportation and public safety. This in-
frastructure can be part of either the pub-
lic or private sector, such as with financial 
services, hospitals and pharmaceutical 
companies. If any part of this structure 
is attacked, it could lead to an unprec-
edented crisis.

Overall, industrial control systems 
(ICS) incidents, as these type of attacks 
are known, are on the rise. The number 
of incidents reported to U.S. authorities 
increased 17 percent in 2015, with 295 
incidents, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security ICS Cyber 
Emergency Response Team (ICS-CERT).

"This is a near-term threat that we 
need awareness about. We need to be 
prepared. From a general industry per-
spective, we see these industries taking a 
very compliance-driven approach. I draw 
direct parallels to what we've seen in en-
terprise security. Ten years ago everyone 
was taking a checklist compliance certi-
fication and accreditation and that gave 
them a false sense of security," said Brad 
Medairy, senior vice president at Booz 
Allen Hamilton and a leader of the firm's 
Strategic Innovation Group (SIG) and 
Predictive Intelligence business. "I see 
that today on the operational technology 
side, which is compliance driven and it's 
just a matter of time before sophisticated 
adversaries with malicious intent start to 
compromise that."

Ports, dams, railways, pharmaceutical 
manufacturers and utilities are at a high 
risk, along with supply chain problems 
within the manufacturing sector. "I think 
manufacturing in the near term is cer-
tainly at risk. I think that we're going to 
start to see potential ransomware, supply 
chain attacks and disruptions," Medairy 
said.

Tim Herbert, senior vice president 
of research and market intelligence for 
CompTIA, said, "I think today anything 
that is connected is a target. We have 
seen the trend over time that with many 
of the motivations for targeting, whether 
it's a business or infrastructure, is that 
there's much more of a monetary moti-
vation, whether there's an expectation to 
extract funds via ransomware or a way to 
steal data to be able to monetize that in 
some way."

Ransoming the power grid is an inevi-
table attack, Herbert said, adding, "gov-
ernments are really struggling to try to 

reconcile some of these challenges and 
what to do, such as not jumping to con-
clusions -- especially when it's so easy to 
create an attack and make it seem like it's 
coming from another country. We know 
an attack is coming, it's just a matter of 
what the degree and the intensity of it is."

Other countries have already suffered 
at the hands of cunning cybercriminals 
hacking into the public infrastructure:

  - In December last year, more than 
225,000 customers in the Ukraine expe-
rienced a blackout on a cold winter's day 
as the result of remote intrusions at three 
regional electric power distribution com-
panies. Hackers thought to be associated 
with Russia were blamed for the attack 
that used malware to attack and destroy 
data on hard drives and flood phone lines 
with a denial-of-service attack, according 
to a U.S. Homeland Security report.

  -  North Korea has been tied to three 
separate reconnaissance attacks on South 
Korea's light rail operators, stealing infor-
mation pertaining to critical systems such 
as speed and safety controls, according 
to a report by Booz Allen Hamilton.

 - A nuclear power plant in Germany 
was infected with malware as the re-
sult of employees bringing in USB flash 
drives from the outside. And malware was 
found in the control room of a Japanese 
nuclear reactor.

People in the U.S. have more of a ten-
dency to wait until something happens 
here to be concerned about the risk, ac-
cording to Scott Montgomery, CTO of In-
tel Security for the public sector.

"Our way here is to wait until our nose 
is rubbed in it before we do a lot to be 
proactive. Imagine if the 200,000 had 
been in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania rather 
than the Ukraine. You might not have 
even covered the Ukraine incident. But 
imagine if it happened in Pittsburgh -- 
we'd still be talking about it," Montgom-
ery said.

"There are some organizations do-
ing a little bit more because they don't 
want to be on the front page. The United 
States Army asked Congress for an ad-
ditional $200-some million dollars so they 
could gain power grid independence and 
become an independent power genera-

tor, so they didn't have to rely on the grid 
at Fort Bragg and Fort Hood respectively. 
They said if someone turned out the lights 
in Killeen, Texas it would seriously impact 
our war fighting ability. We need inde-
pendence from that," said Montgomery. 
Fort Hood is located in Killeen, Texas.

Another city that's taking preventative 
measures is New York, N.Y., which tests 
water from an aquifer 80 miles away to 
make sure that nothing has been added 
to the water supply. By testing so far from 
the city, they can isolate problems before 
the water supply reaches the metro area, 
Montgomery said. "But every municipal-
ity doesn't have the wherewithal or the 
ability to do that," he added.

Despite the belief that critical infra-
structure networks can be 'isolated' or 'air 
gapped,' and cannot be attacked from 
the outside, hackers always find a touch 
point between the sensitive operational 
network and the open IT network, said 
Daniel Cohen Sason, software engineer 
manager for Cyberbit. This then "exposes 
the critical ICS/SCADA networks to exter-
nal attacks. Since OT networks are based 
on legacy devices and non-standard pro-
tocols, network managers are often una-
ware of these touch points, which makes 
the threat of a hack even more likely than 
it was previously thought to be."

"The effect on public infrastructure 
could be a power outage, like we saw last 
year in Ukraine. Or, it could be something 
more serious like a Chernobyl-style ca-
tastrophe at a nuclear plant. The problem 
we often see is that critical infrastructure 
network operators are notoriously re-
luctant to introduce security products 
into their fragile, legacy networks, which 
leaves the door open to hackers with ma-
licious intent," Sason said.

There's particular concern among 
the water supply and dams because 
there isn't a strong focus on security. 
"We see some crazy things when we go 
out and look at client environment in 
those industries," said Medairy, particu-
larly with employees using traditional 
IoT devices for their personal use and 
connecting them to the internet while 
they're at work.

IoT products as a whole aren't built 

with enough security in place, according 
to Matt Scholl, computer security division 
chief for the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology (NIST), which pro-
duced a report in July on the topic and 
recommends a framework for improving 
critical infrastructure cybersecurity.

"It really would be nice if IoT products 
were built with a least functionality and a 
security capability as part of them. That 
would be awesome. And it would be 
great if us as a market...emphasized and 
incentivized that to IoT vendors. They 
will build it, but we have to come," Scholl 
said. "We need to somehow incentive 
and reward people who are doing secu-
rity and reliability and privacy engineer-
ing into these products so that they will 
do it. Rather than waiting for the crisis to 
happen."

Timo Elliott, vice president and global 
innovation evangelist for SAP, said, "A lot 
of the IoT we've been looking at are con-
sumer devices and they're woefully lack-
ing in security because security is hard 
to set up. It's been an almost deliberate 
decision by manufacturers to make them 
easy to hack into."

"Every network is always under at-
tack," Elliott said. "It's important to design 
these systems to prevent attacks. There 
will always be tiny cracks you can't find or 
block, like with bugs in your house. You 
need an onion approach with more lay-
ers."

The key to surviving such an attack is 
to recognize the reality that it will be im-
possible to keep every hacker from get-
ting into the front door of an organiza-
tion's network, Ramzan said.

"We can still prevent them from get-
ting much past the front door, if they get 
in. The goal of an attacker isn't to com-
promise an IoT device or a server some-
where for its own sake -- they're after 
something deeper and more insidious for 
the attacker. There is time from the entry 
to the overall breach," Ramzan said, ex-
plaining that a company needs to figure 
out how to minimize that window and 
quickly detect the hacker to stop them 
from achieving their main goal, whatever 
that might be.

Companies spend a disproportionate 
amount on prevention, and that leaves 
nothing for dealing with detection and 
response after there's a breach. With 
Gartner predicting 6.4 billion connected 
devices by the end of this year, and up-
ward of 21 billion connected devices by 
2020, the risk of a hacker attacking pub-
lic infrastructure will only get worse with 
time, Ramzan said.

"The real key in being able to solve 
that problem is going beyond visibility 
and coupling that with analytics," he said. 
"Analytics is about being able to glean 
meaningful nuggets of insight from that 
sea of noise. If you can do that intelligent-
ly then you can really provide an organi-
zation with prioritized lists of what they 
need to do to reduce their risks as quickly 
as possible. I call that 'the gap of grief.' 
Security is no longer an IT concern. It's a 
CEO board-level concern."

(Source: zdnet)

Devastating attacks to public 
infrastructure 'a matter of when' in the US

NEWS
10 hot titles of IT world

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed 
by savvy tech users:

1- U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission of-
ficially recalls 1 million Galaxy Note 7 phones.

So, have to return any Note 7 units sold before Sept. 15, 
2016.Korean tech giant Samsung is trying to replace some of 
the 2.5 million smartphones it has recalled in 10 countries, 
citing fire-prone batteries.

Since the phone’s launch last month, Samsung has re-
ceived 92 reports of the batteries overheating in the U.S., 
including 26 reports of burns and 55 reports of property 
damage, according to the CPSC.

2- Microsoft may not be releasing a new version of its 
Band activity tracker this year. But that hasn't stopped the 
company from rebranding its generically named Health app 
on Android with 'Microsoft Band app'.

(everything else is the same)
3- Windows 10 "Redstone 2" test build, 14926, is out and 

adds minor new features, many fixes.
Microsoft released new Insider test builds for PCs and 

Windows Phones, as well as cumulative updates with lots of 
fixes for those Windows 10 users not in the Insider program.

4- Samsung Electronics sells Sharp shares after Foxconn 
deal.

Korean company has unloaded its shares of Sharp three 
years after it bought them following Taiwanese contract mak-
er Foxconn's purchase of the Japanese electronics giant, ac-
cording to a local report.

The South Korean tech giant owned a 0.7 percent take, or 
approximately 35.8 million shares. Based on closing price of 
128 yen, the firm is selling all its shares for $45 million.

5- Apple iPhone 7 Plus teardown reveals 2,900mAh bat-
tery slightly larger than the 2,750mAh battery on the iPhone 
6s Plus.

The second revelation about the iPhone 7 Plus from iFixit's 
teardown concerns the RAM: it's now confirmed that there's 
3GB of LPDDR4 RAM on the larger iPhone. Some have spec-
ulated that the extra RAM is used by the camera that smartly 
blends images from the two rear-facing cameras for a better 
composed image that is made every time you take a picture, 
but this is just an educated guess that's floating around.

Also, Apple Watch Series 2 teardown by iFixit reveals 
273mAh battery inside, multiple gaskets.

6-  Swiftkey announced a smartphone keyboard that 
uses neural networks to perform more accurate 'next-word 
predictions.' According to the company, its Android flavored 
Swiftkey app will now deliver a neural network powered key-
board. You might recall that last October, Swiftkey announced 
the first smartphone QWERTY to use neural networks. At the 
time, the company said it was "the first time this type of lan-
guage model technology has been engineered specifically to 
operate locally on a smartphone keyboard."

7- Blurring sensitive information no longer keeps it safe 
on the Internet. Because researchers from the University 
of Texas at Austin and Cornell Tech have developed a ma-
chine learning system that can identify faces and text in 
images with alarming accuracy. And it wasn’t even very 
hard to do.

For some data sets, the neural network was able to cor-
rectly identify the YouTube blurred image with 80 or 90% 
accuracy. With mosaic processing, the computer was able 
to identify the most aggressively pixelated images with 50-
75% accuracy. The lowest accuracy was seen with P3 (that’s 
Privacy-Preserving Photo Sharing). This encrypts identify-
ing data in a JPEG but leaves other data components in-
tact. In this case, the network was only able to get it right 
17% of the time. That’s a little higher than random chance.

8- Tesla Motors defends Autopilot technology after Mo-
bileye says car maker was ‘pushing the envelope in terms of 
safety’.

Once Mobileye learned Tesla would be using its own vi-
sion system in upcoming versions of Autopilot, a semi-auton-
omous technology that helps vehicles steer, it “attempted to 
force Tesla to discontinue this development, pay them more 
and use their products in future hardware,” a Tesla spokes-
woman said.

9- Oracle said it will unveil the second generation of its 
cloud infrastructure offering at its annual OpenWorld confer-
ence in San Francisco in the coming days.

Oracle brought in $171 million in the quarter that end-
ed on August 31, the company said in a statement. That’s 
up just 7 percent year over year. But cloud in general is 
a growth area for Oracle, and the infrastructure updates 
could help.

10- Google has acquired Urban Engines, a provider of lo-
cation-based analytics around urban planning. The team will 
be joining the Google Maps team in a bid to “help organi-
zations better understand how the world moves.” Financial 
terms of the deal were not disclosed.

Founded in 2014, Urban Engines leverages big data with 
spatial analytics to help local governments and businesses 
assess urban mobility while also improving transportation of-
ferings in the surrounding area. The company was created by 
Shiva Shivakumar, Balaji Prabhakar, Giao Nguyen, and Deep-
ak Merugu. It’s a homecoming for Shivakumar and Nguyen 
who previously served as the vice president of engineering 
and principal engineer, respectively.

My beloved mother, Mrs. Zarrin Malek Akbar 
has passed away. Her memorial service will be 
held on Monday 19th September, 29th Shahrivar 
from 17:00 to 19:00 at her residence located 
at No. 4, Reza dead-End, Shahid Kolahdouz 
(Dolat) Ave., Gholhak.
Sadegh Samii

Conventional air traffic might be tightly controlled and 
monitored, but even with the new FAA regulations, 
drones and other unmanned aerial systems are mostly 
operating without any government oversight. And that 
doesn't sit well with the folks at the Pentagon, who fear 
that easy access to affordable drones could make them 
easily adaptable for terrorist or military purposes. To 
combat this potential threat, the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency, announced this week an "Aerial 
Dragnet" program that aims to map all small drone ac-
tivity in urban settings.

"Commercial websites currently exist that display in 
real time the tracks of relatively high and fast aircraft—
from small general aviation planes to large airliners—all 
overlaid on geographical maps as they fly around the 
country and the world," DARPA's program manager Jeff 
Krolik said. "We want a similar capability for identifying 

and tracking slower, low-flying unmanned aerial systems, 
particularly in urban environments."

While the FAA is using much more consumer-friendly 

burrito delivery tests to build out a method of low-alti-
tude air traffic control, DARPA envisions a system that 
can be used by the military in urban settings overseas 
or for homeland security applications in the US. DARPA's 
plan would include a network of surveillance nodes that 
can track slow, low-flying drones without the need for a 
direct line of sight. Those nodes could be anything from 
a fixed instrument to a tethered or "long endurance" 
drone and the whole thing is meant to be cost-effective 
and highly scalable for larger coverage areas.

While the agency doesn't have a plan for implement-
ing this dragnet just yet, the program is seeking propos-
als from teams with "expertise in sensors, signal process-
ing, and networked autonomy." Full details about the 
project goals have been posted to FedBizOps and there 
is a Proposers Day scheduled for September 26th, 2016 
in Arlington, Virginia. (source: popular science)

New idea to monitor urban drone traffic by ‘Aerial Dragnet’

Dell has surged forward in the server 
market, overtaking Hewlett Packard En-
terprise (HPE) on shipments, according to 
figures from analyst firm Gartner.

In the second quarter of this year Dell 
moved into the top spot for shipments, 
with an 8.9 percent jump, although HPE 
remained the worldwide leader in server 
revenue, according to Gartner's calcula-
tions. In contrast, IBM saw revenue drop 
34.4 percent. 

Dell moved into the number one po-
sition for worldwide server shipments 
due mainly to programmes it has in 
place in the Asia/Pacific region, most 
notably in China, said Jeffrey Hewitt, re-
search vice president at Gartner. Dell's 
x86 market success saw it grab a 19.2 
percent market share: HPE dropped 
into second place with 17.2 percent 
shipment share.

(Source: Gartner)

Dell overtakes Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise on server shipments

By Alireza Khorasani



By Timothy Egan

By Martin Kettle

SEPTEMBER 17, 2016SEPTEMBER 17, 20166
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

INTERNATIONAL h t t p : / / w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

F E A T U R E
America the plunderer

 

Because he’s being graded on a doofus curve that is 
unprecedented in presidential politics, Donald Trump 
said more than a dozen outrageous, scary or untrue 

things in the last 10 days and got away with all of them. But 
with at least one statement, marking a profound shift in how 
the United States would interact with the rest of the world, 
Trump should be shamed back to his golden throne.

He wants the United States to become a nation that steals 
from its enemies. 

He’s already called for war crimes — killing family mem-
bers of terrorists, torturing suspects. He would further vio-
late the Geneva Conventions by making thieves out of a 
first-class military.

“It used to be to the victor belong the spoils,” Trump com-
plained to the compliant Matt Lauer in the now infamous com-
mander-in-chief forum. Oh, for the days when Goths, Vandals 
and Nazis were free to rape, pillage and plunder. So unfair, as 
Trump said on an earlier occasion, that we have “all sorts of rules 
and regulations, so the soldiers are afraid to fight.”

 Trump’s world
As with everything in Trump’s world, his solution is simple: 

loot and pilfer. “Take the oil,” said Trump. He was referring to 
Iraq, post-invasion. And how would he do this? There would 
be an open-ended occupation, as a sovereign nation’s oil 
was stolen from it. Of course, “you’d leave a certain group 
behind,” he said, to protect the petro thieves.

A certain group. Let’s be clear what he’s talking about: 
Under Trump’s plan, American men and women would die 
for oil, victims of endless rounds of lethal sabotage and terror 
strikes. That’s your certain group. 

He thinks we could get in, get the oil, and get out. Just 
like the cakewalk of occupying Iraq. And if such a seizure 
violates international law, what’s the rest of the world going 
to do about it? “Anything is legal” in war, as the deranged 
Trump surrogate Rudy Giuliani explained.

For this kind of plunder, there is in fact a precedent for 
Trump’s plan: Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait. 

The United States fought the first Persian Gulf War be-
cause the Iraqi dictator tried to seize Kuwait’s oil. 

We were the good guys, fighting an invading military 
force that was trying to steal a small country’s most precious 
natural resource.

I realize with Trump that any discussion of actual “issues” is 
not for our political press. 

Can’t we just talk about that awesome Dr. Oz exam? But 
even one of Trump’s top military supporters, Maj. Gen. Sid-
ney Shachnow, retired, thought the candidate’s conquer-and-
steal plan was insane. 

“It’s a bad precedent,” he told NBC News. “That oil belongs 
to somebody else.” Sorry, soldier: You’re going to have to fol-
low Trump’s orders.

Of course, the Mideast would be aflame with violent 
anti-Americanism if Trump’s troops sat on the oil wells in 
the desert. 

But, by then, Trump would already be at war with Iran, as 
he suggested in another of his overlooked recent statements. 
He said if the Iranians made inappropriate “gestures” at “our 
beautiful boats” he would shoot them. He would start a war, 
in other words, if they flipped off our sailors.

 Trump’s doctrine
Let’s imagine the Trump Doctrine after World War II. In-

stead of building model democracies, vigorous trade part-
ners and allies in global sanity out of Germany and Japan, 
American troops would have looted those countries of all 
their worth and left them ripe for a fresh dictator. 

It was one of the highlights of my grandfather’s life, as 
a member of the Judge Advocate General’s Corps, to help 
rebuild Germany after it was left in ruins.

Today, my grandfather would be forced by Trump to vio-
late the codes of international behavior that the United States 
has long tried to uphold. 

Trump would put us on the side of tyrants and monarchs, 
the people our founders tried to disentangle us from.

Trump would become a war criminal, a role he seems to 
relish — typical for a man who has never served a day in the 
military. 

 Trump a pariah
Take it from someone who has served, and defeated an-

other nation, Colin Powell. Trump, he said in emails leaked 
this week, is “a national disgrace and an international pariah.”

But Trump would have an ally with his favorite world lead-
er, Vladimir Putin. 

Trump is Russia’s useful idiot, dismissing its international 
aggressions and human rights violations. 

Putin can do no wrong because, “if he says great things 
about me,” as Trump said, “I’m going to say great things 
about him.” Trump then went on a Russian propaganda tel-
evision network to prove his point.

Some may call this flirting with treason, the enabling of 
an American adversary — something that Trump has done 
earlier with his suggestion that Russia try to destabilize the 
American election. 

To that, he’s openly advocating war crimes. Can he get 
away with it? He already has.

(Source: The NYT)

Six weeks ago, the British government unexpectedly 
turned down the dimmer switch on the Hinkley Point 
nuclear power station project. 

Today it insouciantly turned the switch right back up 
again. 

The deal – colossal in terms of its £18b cost, UK energy 
needs and relations with sovereign investors like China – is 
still exactly the same in most of its essentials as it was in July.

Yet while it now turns out that there will be no U-turn 
over Hinkley, the delay has involved something a bit more 
substantial than a governmental summer screen break. 

In an announcement on Thursday, the business secre-
tary, Greg Clark, highlighted that the go-ahead for Hinkley 
was subject to two conditions. 

One is that the UK government keeps a golden share in 
Hinkley and similar projects; the other is that ownership of 
key national assets will be subject to a national security test.

These conditions should be seen as more than mere 
window dressing. 

True, similar conditions are the norm in many other ma-
jor economies. True also, the British government possesses 
some powers of this kind already. Most people are likely to 
see them as utterly sensible. 

 National interest
What is different, however, is the new political saliency 

given to such thinking, which accords to government an in-
eradicable place to act in the national interest. This suggests 
something bigger and deeper is changing in our politics.

The insistence that government needs the power to ex-
ercise judicious control over the ownership of an industry 
in the national interest may seem sensible and moderate 
to most people. Yet it also seems revolutionary and radical. 

It is a break from a recent past in which global market 
forces have routinely been treated as the only secure basis 
for ownership decisions.

Much the same goes for a requirement that a na-
tional security consideration be given to large infrastruc-
ture projects. This too sounds like common sense. Yet it 
needed saying. 

The UK’s appetite for inward investment is now so 
large that even national security is being increasingly rel-
egated to the margins.

The business secretary, Greg Clark, ‘drew a line’ under 
George Osborne’s wish to be open for business - and 
‘began to push back’.

The re-examination of Hinkley is actually less impor-
tant in terms of the substance of the deal than for these 
wider signals. 

It is one sign among many that the economic liberalism 
of the political right, which has been in such ascendancy 
since the 1980s, no longer eclipses all other considera-
tions, including the human cost. Clark didn’t bury George 
Osborne’s wish to be open for business – what a vacuous 
phrase it is – even in sensitive sectors this week. But he drew 
a line under it and, in a limited way, began to push back.

Not before time, many will say. Not yet enough, lots 
will add. 

Both observations are right. But we should nevertheless 
see this moment in our history for what it is. 

At the end of the 20th century, the triumph of capitalism 
and democracy seemed at one stage so complete that an era 
of global economic liberalism appeared to beckon. 

 Political consequences
Today the folly of that delusion has been made obvious 

by the financial crisis and its political consequences.

But it is not just the economic liberalism of the 80s that 
has hit rough water. So too has the socio-cultural liberalism 
of the 60s, with its belief in universal rights and the mean-
inglessness of difference. 

That form of liberalism has not been able to withstand 
the challenge of global militancy, with its denial of any uni-
versality except its own dogmas. 

The impact on liberal politics and liberal nation states 
continues to be immense, visible in Britain in everything 
from Brexit to the rise in state investigatory powers.

Liberalism is a Hydra-headed and extremely resilient 
creature. 

There are also few words in the political dictionary that 
mean so many different things in different contexts. 

Most of us consider ourselves liberals in some respects 
but not in others. 

Adherents of 60s social liberalism are not necessarily 
adherents of 80s economic liberalism, or vice versa. Nor is 
either liberalism quite as absolutist as is sometimes claimed. 

Most people are somewhere on a spectrum of views, 
whether on social issues or economics.

We should not pronounce the death of liberalism pre-
maturely. Just because it is full of contradictions and cannot 
solve the problems of the age, it does not follow that liber-
alism is ignoble or that it is doomed to collapse – still less 
that there is some self-evidently superior alternative. 

Most people, at least in Britain, still seem prepared to 
support the liberal democratic order and many of the im-
portant liberal social and economic ideas on which it rests.

Nevertheless, it is becoming increasingly useful to see 
ours not as a liberal age but as a post-liberal one. 

 Impact of migration
There has been a rumbling discussion about post-

liberalism for some years, triggered not least by concerns 
about the weakening impact of migration on national so-

cial democracies. But it is striking that this week saw the 
publication of a book by John Milbank and Adrian Pabst, 
which takes post-liberalism as an established reality and 
as the starting point for the examination of a new kind of 
politics based on a vision of social and personal virtue and 
what the authors dub conservative socialism.

In Britain, the arrival of Theresa May in Downing 
Street in the wake of the Brexit vote is the most striking 
example of this shift. 

May is not an economic liberal like Margaret Thatcher 
or a social liberal like David Cameron. In fact, liberalism 
of any kind seems almost a marginal consideration in her 
thinking and her policy making. 

These are still early days, but May’s speeches, both 
before and after becoming prime minister, are unified by 
post-liberal thinking.

All of this poses a particular problem to the one party in 
British politics that proudly defines itself as liberal. 

 The Liberal Democrats
The Liberal Democrats have more immediate hand-

to-mouth concerns as they gather for their conference in 
Brighton than whether liberalism is in terminal eclipse. 

Nevertheless, in government between 2010 and 2015, 
the Lib Dems were the victims both of the crisis of economic 
liberalism, in the shape of austerity, and the crisis of social lib-
eralism, in the rise of anti-migrant feeling articulated by Ukip. 
Liberals need to get real as well as feel sorry for themselves.

As Milbank and Pabst stress, liberalism is certainly not in-
herently bad, but it does have defects and inherent problems. 

Brexit is in part a revolt against a set of characteristics of 
modern liberalism. We have a new political agenda that no 
political party can afford to ignore. 

Whether we consider ourselves liberal or not, we in-
creasingly inhabit post-liberal times.

(Source: The Guardian)

Brexit was a revolt against 
liberalism. We’ve entered a new 

political era
The past decade has witnessed profound cultural and economic change. Welcome to the post-liberal age

May is not an economic liberal like Margaret Thatcher or a social 
liberal like David Cameron. In fact, liberalism of any kind seems almost 

a marginal consideration in her thinking and her policy making.

Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi is the latest foreign leader 
to thank both Democrats and Republicans for their long 
support. Such gratitude from abroad can help remind 
Americans of the value of bipartisanship in foreign policy 
– and perhaps on domestic issues, too.

Myanmar’s leader was in Washington this week to get 
something – a lifting of sanctions on her country as it 
makes a historic transition to democracy. 

Yet Aung San Suu Ky also gave something. As has 
happened during recent visits of other foreign leaders, 
the Nobel Peace Prize winner thanked both a Demo-
cratic president and Republicans in Congress for their 
decades of support.

In addition to meeting with President Obama, Aung 
San Suu Kyi spent time with her leading advocate on 
Capitol Hill, Sen. Mitch McConnell (R) of Kentucky, the 
Senate’s majority leader. 

Yet Aung San Suu Ky’s gratitude to both men was a 
reminder to Americans that despite a hyperpartisanship 
over domestic issues, foreign policy can still enjoy mo-
ments of national consensus.

 U.S. aid package
Earlier this year, Colombia’s president, Juan Manuel 

Santos, delivered a similar message. He praised the 
longtime bipartisan backing of a U.S. aid package known 
as Plan Colombia, which created the conditions for a 
peace deal with the country’s largest rebel group. 

“When Plan Colombia began in 2000, we were on the 
verge of being declared a failed state,” Mr. Santos said. 
“I can say without the slightest doubt it has been the 
United States’ most successful bipartisan foreign policy 
of the past several decades.”

And even with an ongoing debate over the U.S. military 
role in Afghanistan, that country’s president, Ashraf Ghani, 
recently visited Washington offering appreciation for bipar-
tisan support and American sacrifices since 2001.

Any nation hopes it can present a consistent and solid 
front in its foreign dealings. 

All the better to project strength and prevent adver-

saries from exploiting domestic differences. 
Yet America has had a mixed record throughout its 

long history in making sure political squabbles end at 
the water’s edge.

“When we have been successful in national security 
and foreign affairs, it has been because there has been 
bipartisan support,” writes Roberts Gates, the former 
defense chief under both Mr. Obama and president 
George W. Bush.

 Bipartisan foreign policy
Both Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton say they want 

a bipartisan foreign policy. And in Congress, top Dem-
ocrats and Republicans on foreign policy panels try to 
work together. 

“Even when we have a disagreement, we have a good 
discourse and we try to find common ground,” says Rep. 
Eliot Engel (D), ranking member on the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee.

Public debate over the U.S. role in the world is es-
sential to solve today’s complex problems, from climate 
change to the Syrian war. 

But just as critical is the ability to form a consensus on 
the values and interests of the U.S. 

In his framing of the successful strategy that won the 
Cold War against the Soviet Union, American diplomat 
George Kennan wrote in 1951: “Any message we may try 
to bring to others will be effective only if it is in accord 
with what we are to ourselves.”

Perhaps then the occasional visit of a grateful foreign 
leader can help remind Americans of who they are as a peo-
ple. That can help them act as one in international affairs.

(Source: The CSM)

When foreign leaders praise U.S. bipartisanship

Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi visits the Lincoln Me-
morial in Washington September 14.

Earlier this year, Colombia’s 
president, Juan Manuel Santos, 
delivered a similar message. He 
praised the longtime bipartisan 

backing of a U.S. aid package known 
as Plan Colombia, which created the 
conditions for a peace deal with the 

country’s largest rebel group.
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South Korea’s August Iran crude 
imports double on year ago

Oman-Iran gas pipeline cost to rise 
due to new route
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A planned subsea natural gas pipe-
line between Iran and Oman is ex-
pected to have a higher estimated 
cost after the two countries had to 
change the project’s route and de-
sign to avoid waters controlled by 
the UAE, an industry source said on 
Thursday.

Iran sits on one of the world larg-
est gas reserves, which Oman has 

been eyeing as it hopes to feed en-
ergy-intensive industries and lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) export plants.

“We expect slight upward budget 
adjustment because of this change,” 
the industry source familiar with the 
matter said, adding the cost of the 
pipeline could be $1-1.5 billion after 
the change in the design.             

                    (Source: Reuters)

South Korea’s imports of Iranian 
crude oil nearly doubled from a year 
ago in August, as Tehran continues 
to regain market share after the eas-
ing of Western sanctions.

Seoul shipped in 1.1 million tons 
of crude oil from Iran, or 260,770 
barrels per day (bpd), versus 552,710 
tons imported a year earlier when 
sanctions against Tehran were still 

in place, South Korean customs data 
showed on Thursday.

In line with its effort to reclaim 
former sales, Iran has churned out 
oil at a breakneck pace this year, 
reaching 3.64 million bpd in June 
versus a 2015 average of 2.84 million 
bpd, following the easing of Western 
sanctions in January.      

      (Source: Reuters)

 Iran’s August exports are the highest since 
January 2012, boosted by record purchases 
from the world’s third-largest oil importer 
India and a 48 percent jump that brought 

European sales to 630,000 bpd.

Iran crude exports hit 5-yr high 
near pre-sanctions levels: source
 1 

“The only way for producers to maxi-
mize their revenues in a low oil price en-
vironment to meet budget requirements 
is to raise production,” said Victor Shum, 
an oil analyst at consultancy IHS. “So 
there is unlikely to be any supply deal ... 
in late September,” he said.

“We can expect Iran to continue to 
raise production.”

August crude exports from Iran ex-
cluding condensate roughly doubled 
from a year ago to 2.11 million bpd, the 
source said, based on data compiled 
from tanker loading schedules.

The crude exports have climbed from 
1.9 million bpd in June and 1.83 million 
bpd in July, the schedules showed.

Iran’s August exports are the highest 
since January 2012, boosted by record 
purchases from the world’s third-largest 
oil importer India and a 48 percent jump 
that brought European sales to 630,000 
bpd, tanker loadings for last month also 
showed.

Other sources who track Iran’s ship-
ping data or who are familiar with its 
tanker loadings have slightly different 
figures for Iran’s crude exports in August, 
but still show a near doubling since Jan-
uary.

For countries like Iran that do not re-

port official trade data, counting tankers 
is the primary means of estimating their 
oil trade, although counts may vary from 

tracker to tracker.
Details on condensate loadings for 

August remain unclear. But if shipments 

of the ultra-light oil were steady with this 
year’s average of nearly 310,000 bpd, 
the total crude and condensate exports 
last month would be this year’s highest 
at 2.41 million bpd, still short of average 
pre-sanctions exports of 2.5 million to 2.6 
million bpd in 2011, according to figures 
from the U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration.

Iran’s crude exports excluding con-
densate to Asia in August were 1.48 mil-
lion bpd, up from 1.40 million bpd in July 
and roughly steady to this year’s previous 
peak in April.

Loadings headed for India reached a 
likely record of nearly 600,000 bpd last 
month, according to data stretching back 
at least 15 years, up 150,000 bpd from 
July, and topping 564,000 bpd loaded for 
China.

Japanese loadings were nearly 230,000 
bpd, compared with about 92,000 bpd 
for South Korea.

Iranian oil was also loaded for Turkey, 
Greece, and Spain, and exports to Italy 
more than doubled from the previous 
month to 87,000 bpd, according to the 
schedules.

To further boost its exports, Iran ex-
pects to complete the building of a termi-
nal by year-end for a new grade.

(Source: Reuters)

Oil prices drop on 
returning Libya, Nigeria 
supplies
Oil prices fell on Friday on worries that U.S. rig counts 
would continue to rise and that returning Libyan and Ni-
gerian exports would stoke a global supply glut.

Brent crude futures were trading at $46.32 per barrel 
at 0107 GMT, down 27 cents, or 0.6 percent, from their 
last settlement. U.S. West Texas Intermediate futures were 
down 24 cents, or 0.6 percent, at $43.67 a barrel.

WTI prices that have held above $40 a barrel since the 
start of August have supported the growth in the number 
of U.S. rigs.

U.S. drillers added seven oil rigs in the week to Sept. 
9, bringing the total rig count to 414, the most since Feb-
ruary.

Returning supply from Libya and Nigeria will hamper a 
rebalancing of the global crude market, weighing on sen-
timent, traders said.

Libya is resuming oil exports from some of its main 
ports which forces loyal to eastern commander Khalifa 
Haftar seized in recent days and has lifted related “force 
majeure” contractual clauses, the National Oil Corporation 
(NOC) said on Thursday.

ExxonMobil has a pipeline prepared to export Nigeria’s 
Qua Iboe crude oil, with the first cargo expected to load 
as early as the end of September, trading sources said on 
Thursday.

(Source: Reuters)

Russia’s Lukoil eyeing 
several Iran exploration 
areas, CEO says
LUKoil’s CEO Alekperov said in an interview with the Rus-
sian Kommersant newspaper that the company has “two 
agreements with the government of Iran to study two huge 
regions, including the offshore area of the Persian Gulf, and 
specific fields that are of interest to us… We are also inter-
ested in considering a part of the Caspian Sea, adjacent to 
Iran.”

The LUKoil CEO said he plans to visit Iran’s capital, Teh-
ran, at the end of September, or the start of next month, 
in order to meet with Iranian representatives to get more 
detailed information on the current and prospective agree-
ments. 

(Source: Sputnik)
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PRIVATE PARKING LOT
Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) – Rahimzade Alley – Taleqani

Crossroads – Valiasr St.   Tell: 66476855

I n d i a n  R e s t a u r a n t
Since: 1969

Address: No.52, Darya-Noorani Blv.Crossroad,
Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb

Tel: 88562040 - 88562050

Since: 1969Since: 1969

s: No 525 Darya Noorani lB v Cr

villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beau�ful old trees and lush courtyard, 

swimming pool, gym and tennis court 
Mede Shah  09372748090  -  021-22051919  - Mede78@yahoo.com 

Fereshteh Bagh [Garden] Tower
350 sq.m, 4 bedrooms, super luxury, 10 sq.m balcony, fully 

furnished, chic and very beau�ful  Babak (0912-6507011)

Apt. in Jordan
60 sq.m, 1 bdrs, new Bldg., 

nice furn, Diplomatic, $1500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Andarzgoo
1st Fl., 90 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, 

Pkg, nice & cozy, $1200
Ms,Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Farmanieh
160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 
balcony, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Qeytarieh
120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn,

View of park, nice & cozy,
International Bldg., 1200 USD

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Shahrak-Qarb
2nd Fl., 120 sq.m, 2 bdrs,

fully furn, renovated, 1300 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
130 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $1700

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Bldg. in Zaferanieh
700 sq., land in 1000 sq.m built up, 2 

units, totally 12 rooms, 15 Pkg spaces, 
renovated, $12000

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

New Whole Bldg. in Farmanieh
22 units, 66 rooms, 2 levels Pkg, roof 
garden, each apt. around 180 Sq.m, 

lobby, security,
Good access to highway, Suitable for 

Residency & Embassies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Commercial Bldg. in Jordan
5-Storey, 3200 sq.m built up,

500 sq.m land, 3 level Pkg, car wash, 
Suitable for Companies

& Residency
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

  Administrative license Bldg. in 
Farmanieh

1000 sq.m land, 4 units, all brand new, 
each unit 300 sq.m, open space, 50 Pkgs 

space 
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
700 sq.m built up in 400 sq.m land, 
5 rooms + extra suit, luxury furn, 

renovated, Pkg, SPJ, $14000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
500 sq.m built up in 700 sq.m land, 5 

bdrs,  nice garden,
completely renovated, $7000

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Zaferanieh
350 sq.m built up, 3 rooms, renovated, 

4 Pkgs, garden, $6000 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Elahieh
900 sq.m built up in 1800 sq.m land, 6 

bdrs, semi furn, pool
renovated, large garden, $10000 

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Aqdasieh
700 sq.m built up, 5 bdrs, outdoor 

pool, completely renovated, 
green garden, Pkg, Suitable for 

Embassy & Ambassador, $11000  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Elahieh
250 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, large 

balcony, nice view, $3300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Luxury apt. in Jordan
1st Fl., 250 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 

fully furn, SPJ, Pkg, 
Good access to highway, $3500

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Zaferanieh
175 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, pool, marble 

floor, nice view, $3000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Kamranieh
15th Fl., 250 sq.m, 3 bdrs, semi furn, 

excellent view, lobby, SPJ, nice 
balcony, garden, $4500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Velenjak
280 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, outdoor 

pool, all renovated, 
nice view, $4000

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
170 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 

Pkg, lobby, SPJ, $3500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt ,
in jordan 
 70 sq.m,nice 

furn,newbuilding.
Mrs rezaie panah

09192375596

The rise of presidential extremists
Political scientists teach their students that to win elec-
tions, the parties in a competitive two-party system must 
take policy positions that appeal to centrist “swing vot-
ers.” If voters choose the candidate closest to them ideo-
logically, moderates will hold the crucial balance of power 
necessary to win a majority.

But contemporary American political parties seem not 
to have gotten the message. On major issues, their posi-
tions routinely diverge from the center of public opinion, 
with Democrats well to the left (for example, see Hillary 
Clinton on abortion, affirmative action and government 
spending) and Republicans well to the right (for example, 
see Donald J. Trump on immigration, foreign policy and tax 
cuts for the wealthy).

Many analysts argue that candidates — usually mean-
ing their political opponents — take “extreme” positions 
because they must cater to the views of the core partisans 
who provide them with primary votes, enthusiasm and 
money. “Modern Republican politicians can’t be serious,” 
liberals like Paul Krugman say, because the party’s base 
“demands extremist positions.” Conservatives like Jason 
Greenblatt claim that Democratic candidates compete to 
see who “can genuflect lower before the radical, anti-capi-
talist, anti-Israel fringe of the Democratic Party.”

 The striking fact
Yet the striking fact is that presidential candidates are fre-

quently even more extreme than their own party’s core support-
ers, who have also become more extreme in recent decades.

Using survey data from the authoritative American 
National Election Studies, I have tracked the positions of 
swing voters (those who are most likely to be pivotal in 
a close election) and core partisans (the most committed 
and politically active members of each party’s base) on five 
important issues since 1980 — government spending, jobs, 
aid to African-Americans (the survey asks if the federal gov-
ernment should make every “effort to improve the social 
and economic positions of blacks”), military spending and 
overall liberal-conservative ideology. I compared these po-
sitions with the positions of the parties’ presidential candi-
dates (as assessed by politically well-informed citizens in 
each election year who were asked to place the candidates 
on the same issue scales they used to place themselves).

Across all five issues, the average distance between Demo-
cratic and Republican core partisans increased by almost one-
third between 1980 and 2012, from 26 points to 34 points on 
a 100-point scale. On average, the Democratic base moved 1.5 
points further to the left of swing voters, while the Republi-
can base moved 6.5 points further to the right.

While candidates’ positions do not seem very responsive 
to shifts in the positions of swing voters, they are sometimes 

not all that responsive to shifts in the positions of their core 
supporters, either. Blaming the parties’ bases for political po-
larization misses most of the story.A more compelling expla-
nation is that candidates take extreme stands because they 
can — the electoral incentive to moderate their positions is 
too weak to outweigh their own ideological convictions.

The problem with the theory predicting that candidates 
will be compelled to adopt centrist positions to get elected 
is that it assumes centrist voters will reliably choose the 
candidate whose policy positions are closest to their own. 
But centrist voters mostly have other things on their minds 
— from economic anxieties to foreign crises, cultural ani-
mosities and candidates’ personalities.

The authors of a recent analysis of ideological extremism 
in presidential elections over the past several decades — in-
cluding the landslide defeats of Barry Goldwater and George 
McGovern — concluded that the electoral cost of extremism 
was “negligible” compared with the effects of other eco-
nomic and political factors.Goldwater in 1964 and McGovern 
in 1972 probably did a few percentage points worse than they 
would have if they had been more moderate, but they lost 
mainly because they were challenging incumbents who pre-
sided over election-year economic booms.

 Political appeal
In contrast, Ronald Reagan in 1980 and Barack Obama 

in 2008 had the good fortune to run in years when eco-

nomic recessions undermined the political appeal of their 
more moderate opponents, and they both won easily.

In this year’s race, Mrs. Clinton is leading in the polls de-
spite her “hard-core liberal” campaign stands and a voting 
record to the left of most Senate Democrats. Mr. Trump is 
trailing despite having moderated some of his party’s con-
servative stands on issues like social spending and gay rights. 
On the whole, his policy positions are probably closer to the 
“center” of the electorate than those of previous Republi-
can presidential candidates have been. Yet many voters who 
ought to find those positions appealing have been alienated 
by Mr. Trump’s bombast and political inexperience.

It would be hard to argue that a candidate’s tempera-
ment and experience should be irrelevant to voters. But it 
is also worth asking whether policy “extremism” is such a 
bad thing, anyway. People who are quick to condemn the 
extremism of their political opponents often see virtue in 
their own party’s deviations from centrist opinion.

The single largest difference in positions between ei-
ther party’s presidential candidates and swing voters over 
the past three decades has been on the issue of racial 
policy. On average, Republican candidates have been seen 
as just six points to the right of the political center on the 
question of government assistance to African-Americans. 
Democratic candidates have been 26 points to the left.

(Source: The NYT)

By Larry M. Bartels
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How to live every day like a miracle
Are you waiting for your dreams to come 
true?

Do you await that one day in the far 
future when you can start living the life 
that’s possible for you? Have a bucket list 
filled with your deepest desires?

Most likely, you have a long list of 
things you want to experience and ac-
complish some day. However… that 
someday may never come.

If you spend your life working at an 
unfulfilling job, postponing your life 
dreams and avoiding joy, you’re going to 
find that your entire life will have passed 
by in a flicker.

There’s some good news, though.
You don’t need millions of dollars, a 

winning lottery ticket or some glorious 
life-changing event to live a miraculous 
life.

A small shift in perspective, creativity 
and small daily practices are all you need.

I made these shifts in my life and now 
I wake up to a miraculous life every day. 
All I did was prioritize some of the things 
I had been told my whole life. Today and 
every day now, I find miracles in my life.

Here’s how to live every day like it’s 
a miracle

 1) Do something you’re passion-
ate about every day

For me, this is writing.
I loved writing and had thought about 

writing for a long time, but never started 
on it. A life-changing breakup inspired 
me to put my thoughts and feelings on 
paper.

That was 5 years ago.
Today, the part of my day I look for-

ward to most is my writing.
I feel passionate, joyful and creative 

when I write.
I’m so thankful for committing myself 

to my life’s passion – it’s a feeling that 
helps me feel like a millionaire daily.

 2) Practice a daily act of gener-
osity

You might think that you have to be 
rich or have lots of free time to give back.

You don’t.
You can do it no matter what your cir-

cumstances are.
Here’s the secret about giving – you 

get a lot more in return when you give.
Once the giving switch turned on, I 

couldn’t say “no” to any opportunity that 
came up that allowed me to give.

Every time I give money to someone 
on the street, contribute to my favorite 
charity or help someone, I feel joy and 
ecstasy.

Giving – and feeling good about giv-
ing – helps you live from a place of mira-
cles.

 3) Feel good regardless of your 
reality

I used to let my current circumstances 
dictate my mood.

If I was doing well at work and things 
were going well, I’d be happy.

If not, I would feel as bad as the 
circumstances were. I would dwell 
on the disappointments, failures and 
negativity when things were going 
badly.

Yet, to live miraculously, I started shift-
ing my focus to the feel-good things that 
were going on in my life, regardless of my 
current circumstances.

If nothing good was happening at the 
moment, I would reflect on things that I 
previously felt great about.

I would think about my goals.
I would turn on a song or a movie that 

helped me feel good.
Cultivate joy and feel good regardless 

of what’s going on around you. Focus on 
the joy and positivity in your life daily.

 4) Thank the universe for small 
things

Look out every day for positive events 
unfolding in your life.

Be grateful for the good things, no 
matter how small.

When the traffic moves, be thankful. 
When you get something for free, cele-
brate. When you’re complimented, jump 
a little.

When you take small things and ap-
preciate them, you will see more good 

things unfolding in your life.
Shift your mind from a complaining 

and judgment mindset to a gratitude 
mindset.

Set an intention to go out and look for 
the good things every day.

 5) Unschedule your life
Think of time as a miracle and cultivate 

more of it. How do you create more time? 
Simple.

It’s not something we learn to do; it’s 
essentially unbundling all your commit-
ments and demands. It’s saying “no” often 
so that you can focus on what makes you 
happy and fills you with joy.

The fewer commitments on your cal-
endar to other people, the more time you 
have available for yourself to do what 
brings you alive.

 6) Take one step towards your 
dream each day

pursue your dream – that’s the good 
news.

But life is a lot sweeter if you acknowl-
edge your dream and work towards it.

Use a visualization technique or re-
flect on your deepest desires – what 
do you want to accomplish in the 
world? What would be your wildest 
dream life?

Take small steps each day to move 
toward that dream. Write a few hundred 
words a day if you’re a writer. Join a dance 
troupe if you’re a dancer. Take an art class 
if you see yourself selling your art some 
day.

 7) Feel the light within
Most of us don’t have time for spir-

itual pursuits – to connect with the 
universe around us or to connect with 
ourselves.

Try something different – carve out 
a few minutes each day to get in touch 
with your soulful side. What brings you 
immense joy and makes you vibrate with 

a sacred energy? Could it be a word of 
inspiration, a walk in nature or a silent 
meditation?

Find out what connects you spiritually 
and dedicate a little time each day to cul-
tivating the light within. Allow it to come 
from within but let it shine bright to all 
those around you.

 8) Open your heart to receiving
I’m not talking about fancy cars or 

checks in the mail here.
How about receiving in general?
Often our hearts are so closed that 

we can’t accept even love, friendship or 
a compliment.

Work on lowering your resistance to 
intimacy, affection and love.

Accept the words of affection that peo-
ple say to you. Take the gift someone gives 
you. Accept the help or the kind gesture.

Affirm that you are open to receiv-
ing love and kindness. Affirm that you’re 
open to receiving gifts, generosity and 
blessings.

 9) Believe that everything is 
working in your favor

There are two ways to live in the world. 
You can believe that everything is work-
ing against you, or that everything is 
working for you.

The miracle mindset – and it is a mind-
set – encourages you to think of every 
positive and negative event as pushing 
you forward in life. It’s pushing you to-
wards something greater and towards 
your dreams.

The miracle mindset believes that 
joy, happiness, peace and pleasure are 
readily available to you and will come 
to you if simply get through the difficult 
times.

The difficult and challenging times in 
our lives are preparing us for the greatest 
ones to come.

How is this event working in your 
favor? How will this improve your life? 
Where is the miracle here?

What are you doing today to live a 
more miraculous life? Please share in the 
comments below.

(Source: goodlifezen.com)

N E W S
‘Cardiac patients should 
limit liquid intake’ 

TEHRAN — The scientific secretary of the 
18th international cardiovascular confer-

ence has suggested patients with chronic heart failure avoid 
taking more than one liter of fluid, four cups, per day. 

Signs and symptoms of coronary heart disease, being 
one of the most prevalent diseases, are Dyspnea or short-
ness of breath at rest, reduction of myocardial contractility 
and swelling of legs, IRNA quoted Masoud Islami as saying 
on Thursday.

Islami recommended that patients with coronary artery 
disease to make necessary lifestyle adjustment including: re-
fraining from salt - sodium causes body to hold extra fluid – 
keeping away from polluted air and dust storm, working out 
daily, shedding pounds in case they are overweight.

 “Too much fluid intake in these patients puts strain on 
heart, making it harder for the muscle to pump properly, re-
sulting in retention of water in lungs, a condition called pul-
monary edema.  

Once the heart fails to remove fluid from the lung in pul-
monary edema, the body struggles to get enough oxygen 
and that is when the shortness of breath occurs, Islami high-
lighted.    

Heart failure is developed for various reasons, he added, 
one being the presence of “infection” in the body. However, 
if correct diagnosis is made in a timely manner, the patient is 
guaranteed recovery. 

The 18th international cardiovascular conference took 
place at Milad Tower in Tehran September 13-16. 

A lot of what we think we 
know about nutrition is 
wrong, according to this 
Stanford Doc

What are examples of outdated medical advice? 
Some common misconceptions in medicine in-
clude:

The long standing advice to avoid saturated fats and eat 
more carbs is wrong. Remember the food pyramid from the 
1970s? They instructed Americans to ingest between six and 
11 servings of carbs daily. That ushered in the obesity epi-
demic because that kind of diet stimulates hunger by peak-
ing blood sugar and then insulin levels to chase it, leading to 
weight gain and type two diabetes. Instead, we now know 
that ingesting saturated fat as part of our diet lowers hunger 
and reduces obesity.

We worried about ingesting cholesterol, but our 
cholesterol level is primarily genetically controlled and 
based on what is made from our livers from ingested 
calories, not so much due to the amount of cholesterol 
we ingest.

Along those same lines, the idea that skim milk is better 
for kids than whole milk has recently been debunked. It 
turns out that kids who drink whole milk have lower obesity 
levels maybe because they are less hungry and therefore 
eat less. 

The recommendations that taking multi-vitamin sup-
plements is good for us is wrong. The large bulk of stud-
ies show that taking a multi-vitamins does not improve 
health, with the exception for those with a specific ill-
ness such as macular degeneration or documented defi-
ciency. The vitamin industry is big business, nearly com-
pletely unregulated, and we’re putting billions of dollars 
of worthless vitamins in our toilets in America. Taking a 
multi-vitamin(s) is no substitute for eating a diet rich in 
fruits and vegetables, avoiding obesity, minimizing al-
cohol and not smoking. Most vitamins studies show a 
higher cancer rate, not lower.

Salt in our diets/food is not bad for most of us. Eating 
a low salt diet is one of the most poorly documented rec-
ommendations that our Department of Agriculture has pro-
moted. It was based on the personal bias and faulty research 
of a cardiologist assigned to make a recommendation for the 
American Heart Association.

   “This week a meta-analysis of seven studies involv-
ing a total of 6,250 subjects in the American Journal of 
Hypertension found no strong evidence that cutting salt 
intake reduces the risk for heart attacks, strokes or death 
in people with normal or high blood pressure. In May Eu-
ropean researchers publishing in the Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Association reported that the less sodium 
that study subjects excreted in their urine—an excellent 
measure of prior consumption—the greater their risk was 
of dying from heart disease. These findings call into ques-
tion the common wisdom that excess salt is bad for you, 
but the evidence linking salt to heart disease has always 
been tenuous.”

It’s also not true that fresh fruits and vegetables are health-
ier for us than frozen. It turns out that prolonged shipping 
and shelf life at supermarkets causes degradation of healthy 
nutrients. For all of us on a budget, that’s great news. Frozen 
may be healthier. Who knew?  (Source: forbes.com)
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You hear it from fitness instructors. You read it in 
ads for yoga, Pilates, or barre studios. You see it 
in #fitstagrams, magazines, and your newsfeed. I 

just got an email today about a new workout that prom-
ises that "long, lean body that everyone wants.” 

Sure, not everyone actually wants that lithe look. But 
for those who do, promises of longer, leaner muscles can 
be just the motivation you need, especially when you 
hear it from trainers and professionals you trust. But is it 
realistic—or even honest?

Muscles 101
 Can you really build "long, lean" muscles?

You hear it from fitness instructors. You read it in ads 
for yoga, Pilates, or barre studios. You see it in #fits-
tagrams, magazines, and your newsfeed. I just got an 
email today about a new workout that promises that 
"long, lean body that everyone wants.” 

Sure, not everyone actually wants that lithe look. But 
for those who do, promises of longer, leaner muscles can 
be just the motivation you need, especially when you 
hear it from trainers and professionals you trust. But is it 
realistic—or even honest?

 Long lean muscles: arms
Muscles contract and stretch to move bones, kind 

of like stretchy rubber bands, but they technically have 
fixed lengths. "You can't change where muscles begin 
and end; it's your anatomical predisposition," says Mi-
chael George, a certified functional fitness trainer and 
Ph.D. candidate.

Which is to say: Baby, you were born this way. If you 
happen to have a “short” calf muscle (compared to other 
people), you could spend all day downward-dogging, 
but that won’t magically transform the length of your 
legs. Similarly, all the barre in the world won't make you 
taller, but it will improve your posture, strength, and flex-
ibility. It doesn't mean it's not worth doing; it just means 
it won't perform a miracle.

So what's the difference between a ballerina and a 

power lifter? The answer is a combination of two things: 
how they train and what they eat.

 Get strong, not long
While you can’t control the actual length of muscles, 

you can control the way you develop muscles.
Isometric contractions (think: tensing a muscle but not 

actually moving, like holding a plank) utilized in work-
outs such as barre or yoga develop muscles differently 
than dynamic or isotonic movements, where the muscle 
stretches and contracts through a range of motion, like 
push-ups. Plus, performing a high number of reps of 
tiny, controlled movements engages and strengthens a 
different set of muscle fibers (slow-twitch) than big, ex-
plosive movements, which work fast-twitch fibers.

There are pros and cons to each method, but on a 
structural level, both isometric and dynamic exercises 
lead to greater strength, firmness, and tone in the mus-

cle, says Tanya Becker, certified trainer and co-founder of 
Physique 57. In fact, doing a combo of both is ideal for 
getting quick results.

It's also possible to train muscles at different lengths 
by performing exercises that first stretch the muscle and 
then engage it, says Bret Contreras, a certified strength 
and conditioning specialist. For example, a sprinter might 
train their hamstrings to be stronger when stretched by 
doing Romanian deadlifts. But this doesn’t mean you’ll 
actually see a big difference, Contreras says.

We know this probably isn't what you want to hear, 
but if you really want to appear "longer and leaner," it’s 
going to happen in the kitchen, not in the gym.

 The skinny on body fat
To really see the changes from all your hard work, 

you need a reduction of body fat, George says. “It’s 80 
percent diet and 20 percent cardio and strength work.”

And yes, women can and should strength train with-
out worrying that they will turn into The Incredible Hulk. 
“It’s a common misconception that if women use heavy 
weights, they’re going to get big and bulky,” George says. 
That’s not going to happen, because women have less 
muscle tissue and less testosterone than men, he adds.

The false promise here is merely a matter of seman-
tics. Saying you can build “long, lean muscles” is a flawed 
generalization that capitalizes on the fear of getting 
"big." We need to get more specific about what we want. 
What most people are looking for is not “length,” it is 
definition and reduced body fat.

 The bottom line
To answer the question: No, you can't alter the actual 

length of muscles, but you can train and—more impor-
tantly—eat in a way that results in having leaner, more 
defined muscle tissue on your body.

Saying you can build "long and lean muscles" to 
market a workout or a method of training is just that—
marketing. Find what works for you, fuel your body 
properly, and it won't matter how you label your mus-
cles—you'll feel like an all-around badass from the 
inside out.

(Source: greatist.com)

Can you really build "long, lean" muscles?
By molly ritterbeck

Look out every day 
for positive events 
unfolding in your 

life. Be grateful for 
the good things, 
no matter how 

small.When you 
take small things 

and appreciate 
them, you will see 
more good things 
unfolding in your 

life.

The miracle mindset 
encourages you 
to think of every 

positive and negative 
event as pushing you 

forward in life. It’s 
pushing you towards 

something greater 
and towards your 

dreams.

you can’t alter the actual 
length of muscles, but 

you can train and—more 
importantly—eat in a way that 
results in having leaner, more 
defined muscle tissue on your 

body.

By David Chan
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The new ceasefire agreement be-
tween Secretary of State John 
Kerry and Russian Foreign Minister 

Sergey Lavrov, which went into effect at 
noon Monday, has a new central com-
promise absent from the earlier ceasefire 
agreement that the same two men nego-
tiated last February. But it isn’t clear that 
it will produce markedly different results.

The new agreement incorporates a 
U.S.-Russian bargain: the Syrian air force 
is prohibited from operating except un-
der very specific circumstances in return 
for U.S.-Russian military cooperation 
against Al Qaeda and the Islamic State, 
also known as Daesh, ISIS or ISIL. That 
compromise could be a much stronger 
basis for an effective ceasefire, provided 
there is sufficient motivation to carry it 
out fully.

The question, however, is whether the 
Obama administration is willing to do 
what would certainly be necessary for 
the agreement to establish a longer-term 
ceasefire at the expense of Daesh and Al 
Qaeda.

In return for ending the Syrian air 
force’s operations, generally regarded as 
indiscriminate, and lifting the siege on the 
rebel-controlled sectors of Aleppo, the 
United States is supposed to ensure the 
end of the close military collaboration be-
tween the armed groups it supports and 
Al Qaeda, and join with Russian forces in 
weakening Al Qaeda.

The new bargain is actually a variant 
of a provision in the Feb. 27 ceasefire 
agreement: in return for Russian and Syr-
ian restraints on bombing operations, the 
United States would prevail on its clients 
to separate themselves from their erst-
while Al Qaeda allies.

But that never happened. Instead 
the U.S.-supported groups not only de-
clared publicly that they would not honor 
a “partial ceasefire” that excluded areas 
controlled by Al Qaeda’s affiliate, then 
known as Nusra Front, but joined with 
Nusra Front and its close ally, Ahrar al 
Sham, in a major open violation of the 
ceasefire by seizing strategic terrain south 

of Aleppo in early April.
As the Kerry-Lavrov negotiations on a 

ceasefire continued, Kerry’s State Depart-
ment hinted that the U.S. was linking its 
willingness to pressure its Syrian military 
clients to separate themselves from Al 
Qaeda’s forces in the northwest to an 
unspecified Russian concession on the 
ceasefire that was still being negotiated.

It is now clear that what Kerry was 
pushing for was what the Obama admin-
istration characterized as the “ground-
ing” of the Syrian air force in the current 
agreement.

 Al Qaeda’s Ties
Now that it has gotten that concession 

from the Russians, the crucial question is 
what the Obama administration intends 
to do about the ties between its own mili-
tary clients and Al Qaeda in Aleppo and 
elsewhere in the northwest.

Thus far the primary evidence avail-
able for answering that question is two 
letters from U.S. envoy to the Syrian op-
position Michael Ratney to opposition 
groups backed by the United States. The 
first letter, sent on Sept. 3, after most of 
the Kerry-Lavrov agreement had already 
been hammered out, appears to have 
been aimed primarily at reassuring those 
Syrian armed groups.

As translated by al-Monitor, it as-
serted, “Russia will prevent regime planes 
from flying, and this means there will 
not be bombing by the regime of areas 
controlled by the opposition, regardless 
of who is present in the area, including 
areas in which Jabhat Fateh al Sham [the 
new name adopted by Al Qaeda’s Nusra 
Front] has a presence alongside other 
opposition factions.”

Ratney confirmed that the U.S. would 

in return “offer Russia coordination from 
our side to weaken al Qaeda.” But he 
also assured U.S. clients that their inter-
ests would be protected under the new 
agreement.

“[W]e believe this ceasefire should be 
stronger,” he wrote, “because it should 
prevent Russia and the regime from 
bombing the opposition and civilians un-
der the pretext that its striking Jabhat al 
Nusra.”

The Ratney letter makes no reference 
to any requirement for the armed oppo-
sition to move away from their Al Qaeda 
allies or even terminate their military rela-
tionships, and thus implied that they need 
not do so.

But in a follow-up letter, undated but 
apparently sent on Sept. 10, following 
the completion of the new Kerry-Lavrov 
agreement, Ratney wrote, “We urge the 
rebels to distance themselves and cut all 
ties with Fateh of Sham, formerly Nusra 
Front, or there will be severe conse-
quences.”

The difference between the two mes-
sages is obviously dramatic. That sug-
gests that one of the last concessions 
made by Kerry in the Sept. 9 meeting 
with Lavrov may have been that a mes-
sage would be sent to U.S. military clients 
with precisely such language.

The totality of the two letters from 
Ratney underlines the reluctance of the 
United States to present an ultimatum to 
its Syrian clients, no matter how clearly 
they are implicated in Al Qaeda opera-
tions against the ceasefire. Last spring, 
the State Department never publicly 
commented on the participation by the 
U.S.-supported armed groups in the 
Nusra Front offensive in violation of the 
ceasefire agreement, effectively providing 
political cover for it.

The decision by U.S.-supported armed 
groups in March to defy the ceasefire was 
taken in the knowledge that Turkey, Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia had agreed to resup-
ply the Nusra Front-led commands in the 
northwest and had even provided shoul-

der-fired surface-to-air missiles to Nusra’s 
close ally Ahrar al Sham.

Turkey’s Dubious Role
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-

dogan’s recent shift in policy toward rap-
prochement with Russia and his talk of 
ending the war in Syria are fueled by de-
termination to prevent Syrian Kurds from 
establishing a unified Kurdistan along the 
Turkish border.

The Wilson Center’s Henry Barkey, a 
leading specialist on Turkey, told a meet-
ing sponsored by the Middle East Insti-
tute last week that Erdogan’s Syria policy 
is “90 percent about the Kurds.”

But Erdogan does not appear ready 
to pull the rug out from under Turkey’s 
client groups in Syria. In fact, Turkey sud-
denly dialed back its rhetorical shift on 
Syria in July just when the newly renamed 
Jabhat Fateh al Sham revealed for the first 
time that it was about to launch its major 
offensive for Aleppo.

The domestic political context of U.S. 
Syrian policy remains strongly hostile to 
any joint U.S. operations with Russia that 
could affect U.S.-supported anti-Assad 
clients, even though it is now gener-
ally acknowledged that those forces are 
“marbled” with troops of Al Qaeda’s fran-
chise, especially in Aleppo.

During the spring and summer, Reu-
ters, The Washington Post and other me-
dia outlets reported a string of complaints 
from the Pentagon and the CIA about 
Obama’s plans to reach an agreement 
with Russia on Syria that would commit 
the United States to cooperate against 
Al Qaeda’s Syrian franchise. These com-
plaints argued that the Russians could 
not be trusted and that they intended to 
target U.S –supported groups in a proxy 
war.

The real reasons for these attacks on 
the negotiations with Russia, however, 
were more parochial. The Pentagon is 
determined to maintain the line that Rus-
sia is a dangerous threat and should be 
firmly opposed everywhere. The CIA’s 
clandestine service has long wanted a 
more aggressive program of military as-
sistance for its Syrian clients, which would 
be a major CIA covert operation.

Thus, even though the new agree-
ment calls for U.S. “coordination” with 
Russia of air strikes against Al Qaeda 
forces, the Obama administration can be 
expected to raise objections whenever it 
sees that a proposed operation would 
come too close to targets associated 
with its clients. Otherwise, more leaks 
from opponents of the agreement in the 
Pentagon and CIA – or even in the State 
Department – would surely follow.            

(Commondreasm.org)

Al Qaeda’s ties to 
US-backed Syrian rebels

It is now clear that what Kerry was 
pushing for was what the Obama 

administration characterized as the 
“grounding” of the Syrian air force in the 

current agreement.

During the spring and summer, US media 
reported a string of complaints from 

Pentagon and CIA about Obama’s plans 
to reach an agreement with Russia on 

Syria that would commit the United States 
to cooperate against Al Qaeda’s Syrian 

franchise.

 By Gareth Porter

Iran in general and Azarbaijan in particular have been 
the land of growth and flourish of many poets and mys-
tics in all ages; a place for literature myths, from Shams 

to Shahriar.
Azerbaijan has been a breeding ground for many well-

known poets like Parvin Etesami, Ghatran, Nezami, Shams 
Tabrizi and Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari, and a place for 
emergence of prominent Muslim scholars like Allameh 
Amini, Mohammad Taghi Jafari, Allameh Tabatabaei and 
many political and cultural figures and libertarians like Sat-
tar Khan, Bagher Khan, Sheikh Mohammad Khiabani and 
Ayatollah Madani.

Mohammad Hossein Behjat Tabrizi, mainly known by his 
pen name Shahriar, is among famous and valuable national 
figures of Iran’s cultural heritage, at the top of eloquent po-
etry and literature. 

Born in 1906 in a village near Tabriz, Shahriar was the 
first Iranian to write poetry in Azeri language and his most 
famous poem Heydar Babaya Salam (Hello to Heydar 
Baba), known by many as one of the best modern poems 
in Azeri language and the pinnacle in Azerbaijani literature 
which gained great popularity in Turkish world, has been 
translated to more than 30 languages and adapted into a 
few plays.

In Tabriz, Shahriar received his elementary education, 
including the study of Divan of Hafez, under his father’s su-
pervision. Shahriar ’s formal education started at Motahari 
(former Mansour High School) Secondary School in Tabriz.  
He published his first book of poems in 1929. His poems 
are mainly influenced by Hafez, a famous Persian poet, and 
Khasta Qasem, an old Azeri poet. 

He came to Tehran in 1921 and continued his studies in 
Dar-ol-Fonoun High School and studied medicine there in 
1924. 

Shahriar lived in a house in Naser Khosrow Street with 
his mother; there he fell in love with a girl in their neighbor-
hood. Due to the financial situation of Shahriar, the girl’s 
family decided to say yes to a richer suitor.

His failed love at a young age made a huge impact on 
his life; he dropped out just before getting his diploma and 
went to Khorasan, where he found a job there.

He returned to Tehran in 1935 and started working in 
the Agricultural Bank of Iran. Shahriar was the first Iranian 
Azerbaijani to write significant poetry in Azeri Turkish. 

In 1954, her beloved mother died, the first person who 
put the nature of poetry in his heart and Shahriar had re-
peatedly confirmed his sense of poetry dates back to the 
time his mother sang to him the Turkish lyrics. Shahriar ’s 
bitter memory is his separation from his mother to whom 
he wrote the viable masterpiece of “Alas, My Mother.”

When she passed away, Shahriar moved to Tehran and 
got married with his aunt’s granddaughter.

The most important feature of Shahriar ’s poetry is its 
popular nature which is desirable for special and general 
interests; from a rural child who whisper Heydar Babaya 
Salam to those intellectuals who make researches and in-

vestigations on his lyrics, are enchanted by the beauty and 
elegance of the words of Shahriar in his poems. 

Shahriar ’s skill and proficiency in both Azeri and Persian 
literature and culture, made decision makers to unani-
mously choose September 17 as the National Day of Per-
sian Literature and Poetry marking the death anniversary 
of Shahriar.

Shahriar ’s poems take diverse forms, including lyrics, 
quatrains, couplets, odes, and elegies. One of the ma-
jor reasons for his success was the sincerity of his words. 
The poet made use of slang and colloquial language in his 
rhymes to make them understandable for the public.

In an article published in International Research Journal 
of Applied and Basic Sciences, Nasrin Jafari names 4 fac-
tors to recognize a poet: poet’s art, poet’s lyrics influence 
among the people, emotional depth of human excellence 
(concepts and content), and cultural support.

She says Shahriar first was master in literary prosody and 
rhyme and had familiarity with literary poetic form. Second, 
because of his fame among people and high status and 
reputation of his poetry among people, most of them came 
in circles of literary and read his poems. Even people had 
memorized most of his lyrics. Thirdly, his poems are full of 
spirit, of love, emotion and personal and social kindness. In 
most of his poems, love, emotion of human or even divine 
love, is quite visible. In his poems, we see all nouns, proverb, 

and rate of customs and understanding of world literature, 
especially West literature, as well as Russia. 

Shahriar is best known for his straightforward language 
and easy-to-understand poems. Hello to Heydar Baba is a 
long poem in two parts addressed to ?eydar Baba, a moun-
tain near Tabriz, using slang and colloquial language which 
has contributed to the appearance of some grammatical 
or lexical lapses in his poetry, he is generally admired for 
the elegance of his language, and his fame has surpassed 
almost all the poets of his time: 

Heydar Babaya Salam 
Heydar Baba when it thunders, 
Floods rush down 
Girls stand back and watch, 
I hail your glory and your people, 
May you remember our names too? 
When your partridges take flight, 
When the rabbits hop out of the bushes, 
When your gardens have burst into blossoms, 
May you remember our name too? 
And make our depressed hearts happy. 
When Norouz gales uproot garden shelters! 

And Norouz flowers and snow drops blossom! 
When the clouds wring out their clothes! 
Greetings to those who remember us, 
Let our sighs turn into mountains. 
Heydar Baba may the sun warm your back 
Make your smiles and your springs shed tears, 
Your children collect a bunch of flowers, 
Send it with the coming wind towards us, 
Perhaps my sleeping fortune would waken! 
Heydar Baba may you be fortunate! 
Be surrounded with springs and orchards! 
May you live long after us! 
The world is paved with events, deaths and losses! 
This world has long been childless and an orphan. 
Heydar Baba my way differed from yours, 
Life passed, I could not come until late! 
I could not learn what happened to your beautiful ones, 
Did not know there were perilous paths, losses, separa-

tions and death. 
Heydar Baba good sons are faithful, 
Life passes, regrets are wasteful, 
Disloyal sons won’t live long, 
Believe me we have never forgotten you, 
Forgive us if we failed to see you.
This passionate poet began by composing tragic po-

etry. Many of his bitter memories are reflected in his books 

Hazyan-e Del, Heydar Baba, and Mumiyai. Heydar Baba, 
composed in Azerbaijani and later translated into Persian, 
was for a long time on the top ten best-seller list in Tehran. 

Shahriar was interested in humanistic issues and in his 
poem “A letter to Einstein” he criticized the result of his sci-
entific work that was abused as nuclear weapon.

Shahriar was a talented calligrapher, played the Sitar 
very well, and had a keen interest in music. 

As Nima was a legendary inventor and step by step 
opened new field of literature for the contemporary Per-
sian literature. Shahriar told new concepts and used novel 
designs for classic poems. To the extent, that he gained the 
highest achievement in this method. He had created a bal-
ance in his poetry. Using the old style and new style, he 
launched a new convention that it can be taken up as his 
personal style.

He died on September 17, 1988, in one of Tehran’s hos-
pitals and his body was transferred to Tabriz and was buried 
in Maqbaratoshoara (House of Poets).

Every year, several ceremonies and conferences are held 
to commemorate Shahriar in Tehran or Tabriz. Many people 
specialized in studying his poems come together to discuss 
various dimensions of his character and works. 

There is also Shahriar Literary Award in remembrance 
of this Iranian renowned contemporary poet. The prize is 
to be awarded to institutions, organizations and individuals 
whose efforts contribute to the works and life of contempo-
rary Iranian poet and scholar Shahriar.

No doubt Shahriar is a genuine mirror of Iranian culture 
and identity. Such geniuses emerge once every few centu-
ries, having a large influence on a nation’s literary history. 

Such figures are the pillars of poetry and play a major 
role in the development of important literary periods. Shah-
ryar is among those who keeps a special position in Iran 
and Azerbaijan’s poetry and literature and one who has left 
a brilliant footprint on Iran’s literary history.

When it thunders…

Shahryar is among those who keeps a special position in Iran 
and Azerbaijan’s poetry and literature and one who has left a 

brilliant footprint on Iran’s literary history.

By Lachin Rezaian
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N E W S
Arctic sea ice shrinks to 
2nd-lowest mark on record
Arctic sea ice shrank to its summer minimum — tying 2007 
for the second-lowest level on record — last week, according 
to data released Thursday by the National Snow and Ice Data 
Center and NASA.

Sea ice affects Arctic communities and wildlife such as po-
lar bears and walruses and also helps regulate the planet’s 
temperature by influencing the circulation of the atmosphere 
and ocean.

Sea ice extent was measured at 1.6 million square miles 
on Sept. 10. That’s 911,000 square miles below the average.

“It was a stormy, cloudy and fairly cool summer,” said ice 
center director Mark Serreze. “Historically, such weather con-
ditions slow down the summer ice loss, but we still got down 
to essentially a tie for second lowest in the satellite record.”

September is the month when Arctic ice reaches its lowest 
“extent” of the year, toward the end of the Northern Hemi-
sphere’s summer.

Sea ice is frozen ocean water that melts each summer, 
then refreezes each winter. The refreezing process has now 
begun, the data center said. Arctic sea ice reaches its largest 
area in March each year.

The this year ranks behind only 2012, when the lowest lev-
el on record was measured. Arctic sea ice has been measured 
since 1979, and the 10 smallest areas since then occurred in 
the past decade.

The amount of summer sea ice in the Arctic has been 
steadily shrinking over the past few decades, due to man-
made global warming, according to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration.

“It is difficult to predict how Arctic ecosystems will respond 
to decreasing sea ice extent, but we are seeing more spe-
cies moving in to take advantage of warming Arctic waters, 
and specialized Arctic species such as polar bears showing 
signs of stress in some regions,” said Melanie Lancaster of the 
World Wildlife Fund. 

(Source: USA Today)

We mostly can’t see it around us, and too 
few of us seem to care — but nonethe-
less, scientists are increasingly convinced 
that the world is barreling towards what 
has been called a “sixth mass extinction” 
event. Simply put, species are going ex-
tinct at a rate that far exceeds what you 
would expect to see naturally, as a result 
of a major perturbation to the system.

In this case, the perturbation is us — 
rather than, say, an asteroid. As such, you 
might expect to see some patterns to 
extinctions that reflect our particular way 
of causing ecological destruction. And in-
deed, a new study in Science magazine 
confirms this. For the world’s oceans, it 
finds, threats of extinction aren’t appor-
tioned equally among all species — rath-
er, the larger ones, in terms of body size 
and mass, are uniquely imperiled right 
now.

From sharks to whales, giant clams, 
sea turtles, and tuna, the disproportion-
ate threat to larger marine organisms 
reflects the “unique human propensity to 
cull the largest members of a population,” 
the authors write.

“What to us was surprising was that 
we did not see a similar kind of pattern 
in any of the previous mass extinction 
events that we studied,” said geoscientist 
Jonathan Payne of Stanford University, 
the study’s lead author. “So that indicated 

that there really is no good ecological an-
alogue … this pattern has not happened 
before in the half billion years of the ani-
mal fossil record.”

 Different mammal groups

The researchers conducted the work 
through a statistical analysis of 2,497 dif-
ferent marine animal groups at one taxo-
nomic level higher than the level of spe-
cies — called “genera.” And they found 

that increases in an organism’s body size 
were strongly linked to an increased risk 
of extinction in the present period — but 
that this was not the case in the Earth’s 
distant past.

Indeed, during the past 66 million 
years, there was actually a small link 
between smaller body sizes and going 
extinct, marking the present as a strong 
reversal. The “extreme bias against 
large-bodied animals distinguishes the 
modern diversity crisis from all poten-
tial deep-time analogs,” the researchers 
write.

The study also notes that on land, 
we’ve already seen the same pattern — 
and in fact, we saw it first. “Human hunt-
ing has been extensive for many thou-
sands of years on land, whereas it’s been 
extensive for a couple of hundred years 
in the oceans,” says Payne.

 “These losses in the ocean are par-
alleling what humans did to land ani-
mals some 50,000 to 10,000 years ago, 
when we wiped out around half of the 
big-bodied mammal species on Earth, 
like mammoths, mastodons, saber-
tooth cats and the like,” said Anthony 
Barnosky, executive director of Stanford 
Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve, who 
was not involved in the study but re-
viewed it for the Post. 

(Source: The Washington Post)

What the ‘sixth extinction’ will look like in the 
oceans: The largest species die off first

The “extreme bias against large-bodied 
animals distinguishes the modern diversity 
crisis from all potential deep-time analogs,” 

the researchers write.

China launches Tiangong-2 
space lab
China has launched its second space lab, taking one step 
further in Beijing’s plan to establish a permanent space 
station.

A Long March 2F rocket blasted off successfully at 10:04 
P.M. local time Thursday (10:04 A.M. ET) from the Jiuquan 
Satellite Launch Center in the Gobi Desert carrying the lab 
known as Tiangong-2, which translates to “heavenly vessel,” 
according to state media China Central Television.

A spacecraft will ferry a two-man crew to the lab in Oc-
tober -- China’s first manned mission since 2013. The astro-
nauts will remain in the lab for a month, where they will be 
carrying out experiments related to medicine, physics and 
biology. It’s China’s longest mission yet.

The Tiangong-2 and its predecessor, Tiangong-1, are 
prototypes for China’s ultimate goal -- a permanent 20-ton 
space station, which is expected to launch after 2020.

“Tiangong is a precursor test bed of capabilities; building 
toward the large space station has always been the culminat-
ing goal of the Shenzhou program,” said Joan Johnson-Freese, 
a professor at the US Naval War College specializing in space 
programs and space security.

“Chinese politicians certainly have wanted to work with 
the United States in space, to show they are an accepted 
part of the international family of space-faring nations, but 
with their own space station forthcoming and international 
partners other than the US willing and lining up to work 
with them, that imperative decreases,” Johnson-Freese 
said.

China was late to the space race -- it didn’t send its first 
satellite into space until 1970 -- just after the United States 
put the first man on the moon.

 (Source: CNN)

‘Living fossil’ crabs 
mysteriously dying in Japan
Hundreds of horseshoe crabs -- known as “living fossils” be-
cause they are among the Earth’s oldest creatures -- have 
been found dead in southern Japan, confounding experts 
who study the alien-like sidewalkers.

Horseshoe crabs, known for their blue blood, are a reg-
ular summer visitor to tidal flats in southern and western 
Japan, including one near Kitakyushu city where they lay 
their eggs.

Some invariably die in the process, but this year a local 
conservation group noticed that the number of arthropods 
that perished was unusually high, a local official told AFP on 
Thursday.

The “conservation group spotted about five to 10 bodies 
every day during the egg-laying period, so they started to 
tally them,” said Kitakyushu city official Kenji Sato.

“In total the number of dead horseshoe crabs reached 
about 500,” Sato said.

The Asahi Shimbun daily reported the number of deaths 
was eight times higher than normal.

Sato said there was no consensus among experts on what 
was causing the high die-off among the creatures, although 
some have suggested rising sea temperatures, parasites or 
disease could be to blame.

The crab is designated an “endangered species” in Japan, 
where its population has shrunk as its coastal habitat has 
been destroyed.

The horseshoe crab -- “kabutogani” in Japanese, meaning 
literally “warrior helmet crab” -- has recognizable ancestors 
dating back 450 million years.

(Source: AFP)

Bank Keshavarzi Brokerage Company published 
26,500 billion rials worth of wheat forwards bonds on 
Wednesday Sept. 14 in Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), 
running for three days, with the aim of compensating 
government’s financial needs for the guaranteed pur-
chase of wheat. 

These bonds are in registered form that can be 
transacted at Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME) with sa-
lient characteristics such as tax-exempt bonds for six 
months and with 10% rate of return which is equal to 
annual 20% interest rate. 

The rate of repurchasing and portfolio manage-

ment has been set 19% annually as day-count basis. 
Bank Keshavarzi 1st Brokerage Investment Fund is 

committed to subscribe stock bidding procedure. In 
addition, the Fund is duty bound to carry out portfolio 
management from the earliest stage up to the due date. 

Iran Holding Governmental Trading Company is the 
publisher of the bonds while respected government of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, general treasury depart-
ment and Bank Keshavarzi are guarantors of the yields.

Of total 26,500 billion rials of wheat forwards bond, 
11,920 billion rials of which was offered in the first day 
which is unique of its kind, the report ended.

Bank Keshavarzi Publishes 26,500b Rials Worth of Wheat Forwards Bonds

A grim new study led by a UCLA geog-
raphy professor revealed that the current 
5-year drought in California could last 
indefinitely, with the resulting arid condi-
tions becoming the “new normal” for the 
state.

The study, which looked at prolonged 
periods of dryness in California over the 
past 10,000 years, was published Thurs-
day.

It noted that the state’s drought in the 
21st century has been the most intense 
ever recorded, with drier than normal 
conditions in 10 of the past 14 years; the 
last three years have also been the hot-
test and driest in about 120 years.

The study investigated how natural cli-
matic forces such as sun spots, a slightly 
different earth orbit and decreased vol-
canic activity intermittently warmed the 
region through radiative forcing, contrib-
uting to historic periods of dryness that 

lasted for hundreds and even thousands 
of years. It also looked at the presence 
and impact of greenhouse gases, another 
more recent warming force.

The radiative forcing that results from 
warming forces have the potential to ex-
tend drought-like conditions indefinitely, 
according to UCLA Professor Glen Mac-
Donald, the study’s lead author and an 
expert on drought and climate change.

 Catastrophic effects
“Radiative forcing in the past appears 

to have had catastrophic effects in ex-
tending droughts,” MacDonald said in 
UCLA news release detailing the study’s 
results.

“When you have arid periods that per-
sist for 60 years, as we did in the 12th 
century, or for millennia, as we did from 
6,000 to 1,000 B.C., that’s not really a 
‘drought,’” he said. “That aridity is the new 
normal.”

Those conditions were also tied to pro-
longed changes in sea surface tempera-
tures, which are linked to El Niño and La 
Niña conditions and have an effect on how 
much rain and snow California receives, 
according to the release. The study marks 
the first time a link has been established 
between the aridity and prehistoric climate 
records of the Pacific Ocean.

The state is entering a La Niña peri-
od -- which means drier weather -- after 
last year’s El Niño. Researchers say that 
combination of drier weather and an in-
crease of greenhouse gases could extend 
drought conditions to the point that it 
becomes the new normal of California.

The “drought today, what we’re expe-
riencing over the last five years – it’s not 
beyond reason that as we move into the 
21st century that this isn’t a drought. 

UCLA researchers drew their conclu-
sions by studying sediment samples from 

dry lake beds in Central California. During 
their investigation, they discovered evi-
dence of an ancient drought in California 
that lasted for thousands of years.

Those prehistoric mega-droughts 
were caused by natural phenomena, such 
as changes in ocean temperature and 
volcanic activity, according to the study.

The current drought conditions, expect-
ed to last as greenhouse gases increase, will 
have myriad consequences on the state.

(Source: KTLA)

America is taking its sweet time about getting to Mars. 
In 1969, shortly after the Apollo 11 moon landing, the 
prediction was that we’d have boots on the Red Planet 
as early as 1975. So … how’d that work out?

The problem has been partly a lack of will, partly a 
lack of wallet and partly that getting to Mars is vastly, 
dauntingly harder than getting to the moon—large-
ly because it’s so far away. At its absolute farthest, the 
moon is about 250,000 miles (402,000 km) from Earth. 
The corresponding figure for Mars is 250 million.

Still, NASA is hard at work on the problem. Astronauts 
are spending a year at a time aboard the International 
Space Station to study the impact of extended exposure 
to zero-gravity on the human body. Earth-based crews 
are investigating the psychological impact by serving 
similar long-duration rotations on the ground, as TIME 
explored in this week’s magazine with an overnight stay 
at a simulated Mars base in Hawaii. While a trip to Mars 
still won’t happen before at least the 2030s, we now 
know how we’d fly the route and the ships and machines 
we’d need if we finally go.

 Journey to Mars
The workhorse for a journey to Mars would be NA-

SA’s new Space Launch System (SLS), which basically 
means the rocket. There are two types of SLS’s now be-
ing built: a smaller one, capable of carrying about 70 
metric tons of payload and putting crews in low Earth 
orbit, and a heavy-lift model that can loft nearly twice as 
much weight. Before any astronauts leave the ground, a 

number of heavy-lift SLS’s would go up, parking essen-
tial hardware along the route to Mars.

The crew that follows would likely be made up of four 
people and include one or more astronauts from at least 
one of the partner countries that would be sharing the 
work and the cost of the Mars mission. The astronauts 
would take off atop a smaller SLS that would carry them 
into space in their Orion spacecraft, a sort of 21st centu-
ry Apollo moon ship, also under construction.

The crew would stay briefly in Earth orbit to check out 
their systems and then blast out on their seven-month 
flight to Mars — but they’d need to make a detour first. 

Just three days after launching, they would swing by 
the moon and pick up a bus-sized habitation module 
that a heavy-lift SLS would have left parked in lunar or-
bit. 

When the astronauts arrived at Mars on what NASA 
expects to be the 217th day of their trip, they would find 
a descent module, similar to the insectile lunar module, 
waiting for them in orbit.

(Source: Time)

Scientists and conspiracy theorists alike have suspect-
ed that the moon may cause (or at least contribute to) 
earthquakes – and now they have data.

A study, by Satoshi Ide, a seismologist at the Univer-
sity of Tokyo, links extreme high tides with several recent 
high-magnitude earthquakes, suggesting that just as the 
moon’s gravitational pull moves the oceans, it can also 
put pressure on sensitive fault lines in the Earth’s crust.

“We find that very large earthquakes, including the 
2004 Sumatran, 2010 Maule earthquake in Chile, and 
the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake in Japan, tend to occur 

near the time of maximum tidal stress amplitude,” the 
study authors wrote. “This tendency is not obvious for 
small earthquakes. However, we also find that the frac-
tion of large earthquakes increases … as the amplitude 
of tidal shear stress increases.”

Twice a month, at the new and full moon, the high 
tides are at their most extreme because the aligned sun 
and moon exert their gravitational tug on the oceans in 
the same plane. This phenomenon is called a “spring tide.”

To measure the stress that the moon and sun exert 
on fault lines, Dr. Ide collected high tide times for two 

weeks prior to many major earthquakes over the past 
two decades, and used it to calculate the tidal amplitude.

 Gigantic rupture
With this data in hand, he and his colleagues deter-

mined that the “probability of a tiny rock failure expand-
ing to a gigantic rupture increases with increasing tidal 
stress levels.”

The research suggests correlation, not causation. 
Tides simply add to the stress present at fault lines be-
cause of shifting tectonic plates.

(Source: The CSM)

California’s severe drought could last indefinitely, new study says

How we can finally get to Mars

Is the moon contributing to earthquakes?
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The second sheep-washing local festival was held in Kelisham village, northern Gilan province, on Wednesday. Sheep-washing is traditionally held in mid-September annually at 
Khalashkuh riverbank prior to sheep-shearing. Women in the village are used to knit wool socks, gloves, shawls, etc. of the fleece using spinning wheels. 

 Irna/Abouzar Hamidi-Jirandeh 
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More you get, the more 
you want 

 Explanation: people are never satisfied with what they have 
 For example: You may think that you’ll be content 

being department supervisor, but power is like any-
thing else, the more you have, the more you want.

Be/go down with 
something
 

 Meaning: to have a particular illness
 For example:  Jane’s gone down with flu.

Any port in a storm
 

 Explanation: when you have no choice, any port 
in a storm refers to a solution you accept, which in 
normal circumstances you would find unacceptable

 For example: The hotel was substandard, but it was 
a case of any port in a storm; all the others were full.

ENGLISH PROVERB PHRASAL VERB ENGLISH IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Iran to open 3rd hemodialysis center abroad in Tajikistan 
Iran’s third hemodialysis center abroad will be opened in Tajikistan in autumn, 
said an official with Iran’s Red Crescent Society (IRCS).
“We are now recruiting and training staff for this center,” Reza Raees-Karami 
said, Tasnim news agency reported. 
Earlier, Mohsen Ziaee, the IRCS chief, announced that should the two coun-
tries succeed in providing necessary coordination the center will soon come 
on stream in Tajikistan. 

سومين مركز همودياليز ايران در جهان در تاجيكستان راه اندازى مى شود
يكــى از مســوولين جمعيــت هــلال احمــر از راه انــدازى مركــز همودياليــز ايران در تاجيكســتان 

بــه عنــوان ســومين مركــز همودياليــز كشــورمان در جهــان در پاييز امســال خبــر داد.
بــه گــزارش خبرگــزارى تســنيم رضــا رئيــس كرمــى گفــت: هــم اكنــون ايــن مركــز در حال 

جــذب نيــرو و آموزش هــاى تخصصــى اســت.
محســن ضيايــى رئيــس جمعيــت هــلال احمــر ايــران نيــز چنــدى قبــل در ايــن بــاره عنــوان 
كــرده بــود در صورتــى كــه دو كشــور موفــق بــه ايجــاد هماهنگــى هــاى لازم شــوند مــا بــراى 

راه انــدازى مركــز همودياليــز كشــورمان در تاجيكســتان كامــلاً آماده ايــم.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Iranian celebrities launch 
“Together for SDGs” Campaign
The “Together for Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs)” campaign was 
launched in Tehran on Tuesday 13 Sep-
tember by renowned Iranian artists.  Its 
purpose was to introduce the new-
ly-adopted SDGs to Iranian public. 

The SDGs are a set of goals which 
were adopted by 193 UN Member States 
a year ago and are aimed to ensure that 
the world as a whole changes course to 
embrace development approaches that 
are sustainable.  The SDGs are univer-
sal and apply to all countries regardless 
of their level of development.  There is 
strong recognition that now all countries, 
including Iran, must do their part.

The UN Information Center in Iran is 
currently enlisting popular celebrities to 
reframe the 17 official-sounding SDGs 
into language which tells a story and 
which is both personal and emotional.  
This was the purpose of the campaign 
launch.

Popular writer, theater and movie 
star Bahareh Rahnama, actor Kourosh 
Tahami and actress Kamand Amirsoleim-
ani launched the campaign at a press 
conference held in the presence of UN 
Resident Coordinator Gary Lewis and 
UNIC Director Maria Dotsenko in the UN 
building in Tehran.

The campaign includes video clips 
of renowned Iranian movie, theater and 
music stars who will promote 17 SDGs, 
using social networks and traditional me-

dia, spreading SDGs messages among 
their fans and general public.  

Addressing the gathering, Lewis said: 
“The SDGs are very relevant to Iran.  Na-
tional priorities – including the draft 6th 
Five-Year National Development Plan 
currently being reviewed in the Majlis 
– are being set in order to address ma-
jor issues including poverty eradication, 
sustainable management of water and 
sanitation, renewable energy resources, 
combating desertification, deforestation 
and dust storms, energy efficiency im-
provement.  All these are in line with what 
Agenda 2030 hopes to address.  We have 

noted that 20 articles in the NDP are di-
rectly linked to the SDGs” Lewis said.

He added: “Data is key to successfully 
implementing the SDGs.  For this to hap-
pen, there is a need to harmonize data 
definitions, methodologies, and sources 
and to publish data in common, open, 
and electronic formats.  The UN is willing 
to support the government and the Sta-
tistical Center in obtaining relevant and 
useful data to monitor the SDGs.”

In addition to the above-mentioned 
celebrities, another well-known artist Dr. 
Mahmoud Azizi also participated in the 
campaign whose video was screened 

along with the other artists’ clips.
Addressing a large number of journal-

ists Dotsenko said that the campaign is 
a tremendous initiative and a joint effort 
of a group of enthusiastic and dedicated 
professionals, who work on pro-bono ba-
sis, since they truly believe in UN Agenda 
on Sustainable Development Goals.   “We 
really appreciate generosity of these busy 
people,” she added.

Referring to the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, she said these Goals are 
aimed to make our Planet better and saf-
er to live for us and future generations, 
exactly as the UN Secretary General said:  
“there can be no Plan B, because there is 
no Planet B.”

“Together for SDGs” campaign is sup-
ported by the UN Information Center in 
Tehran and the UN Resident Coordinator.  
It was initiated and is managed by the 
journalist Mahyar Javadifar who is being 
supported by UNIC Consultant Sepideh 
Asgari.  Cameraman Farhad Javid as well 
as video-editors Davood Najibi and Tan-
naz Parvan are working on the clips for 
the campaign.

17 Goals have 169 targets covering a 
broad range of sustainable development 
issues including ending poverty and hun-
ger, improving health and education, 
making cities more sustainable, com-
bating climate change, and protecting 
oceans and forests.

(Source: UNIC)

L E A R N  E N G L I S H
Seeing a Circus Performance 
Paula: Ta-da! We’re here. This is your big surprise. 
Roman: We’re going to the circus? 
Paula: You got it in one! It’s going to be great. There’ll 
be clowns and acrobats, trapeze artists and lion tamers. 
Roman: I haven’t been to the circus since I was a kid. 
Paula: That’s the point. I thought this would be a nostal-
gic experience for both of us, and let us feel like kids again. 
Roman: I’m not sure... 
Paula: Come on! We’ll miss the first act. I think there’ll 
be jugglers, magicians, and tightrope walkers, too. 
Roman: Great. 
Paula: Listen! I can hear the ringmaster from here. Let’s go! 
Roman: When you said that you had a surprise for me that 
would make me feel young again, this wasn’t exactly what 
I envisioned. 
Paula: I know. It’s even better, right? 
Roman: If you say so. 

(Source: eslpod.com)
 Words & phrases

ta-da: an imitation of a fanfare, used typically to call atten-
tion to an impressive entrance or a dramatic announcement
circus: a group of people and animals who travel to differ-
ent places performing skilful tricks as entertainment
got it in one: used to say that someone has correctly 
guessed or understood something immediately
clown: someone who wears funny clothes, a red nose, 
bright make-up on their face etc., and does silly things to 
make people laugh, especially at a circus
acrobat: someone who entertains people by doing difficult 
physical actions such as walking on their hands or balancing 
on a high rope, especially at a circus
trapeze artist: a performer or acrobat who walks along a 
free-swinging bar attached to two ropes
lion tamer: a person who trains lions, esp. for entertain-
ment in a circus
nostalgic: if you feel nostalgic about a time in the past, you 
feel happy when you remember it, and in some ways you 
wish that things had not changed
act: a short performance on stage or television
juggler: someone who juggles objects in the air, especially 
to entertain people
musician: someone who plays a musical instrument, espe-
cially very well or as a job
tightrope walker: also called funambulism, is the art of 
walking along a thin wire or rope
ringmaster: the person who introduces the performers and 
animals in a circus
if you say so: said when someone doesn’t agree with you, 
but wants to avoid starting an argument

N E W S  I N  B R I E F
Over 1,800 production, 
service units in Iran 
become ozone-friendly 

Transport budget 
for special students 
jumps fivefold to $5m

TEHRAN — Some 1,858 Iranian 
manufacturing and service units 

which were emitting ozone-depleting substances 
have been turned into clean industries, said the direc-
tor for ozone layer national protection plan, without 
mentioning a specific date or timespan.

Iran is responsible for the consumption of 2 per-
cent of the ozone-depleting contributory substances 
mainly used in cooling units which totals some 5,000 
tons per annum, Ebrahim Hajizadeh said, IRIB report-
ed on Thursday.   

“We are working out a plan to minimize the 
ozone-depleting substances to some 1,600 tons an-
nually in the years to come,” Hajizadeh suggested.

So far Iran has received some 70 to 80 million 
dollars in aids from international bodies to protect 
ozone layer, he noted.

Hajizadeh further explained that China accounts for 
70 percent of global consumption of Chlorofluorocarbon 
(CFC) and is the largest producer of ozone depleting 
chemicals in the world followed by the U.S. and India. 

September 16 was designated by the United Nations 
General Assembly as the International Day for the Pres-
ervation of the Ozone Layer. This designation was made 
on December 19, 1994, in commemoration of the date, 
in 1987, on which nations signed the Montreal Protocol 
on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

TEHRAN — Iran’s government 
has allocated some 180 billion rials 

(nearly $5 million) to provide special students with 
school transport at no cost, the director for special stu-
dents department of the Education Ministry has said.

There has been a fivefold increase in the budget 
allocated to the special students school transport as 
the budget was some 35 billion rials (nearly $1 mil-
lion) in 2013, Majid Qadami told Fars news agency.

“Following through on the pledge we made, 
last year we provided special students living in 
underprivileged areas with free school transport 
and paid for 80 percent of the costs of the trans-
port in other areas,” Qadami explained.

“It is scheduled to do the same in the current 
year as well and provided we get budget we pay 
for larger sums of the school transport in other 
areas as well,” he added.

S O C I E T Y
d e s k

S O C I E T Y
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Bahareh Rahnama Kamand Amirsoleimani Kourosh Tahami
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A privately operated United States, Mis-
sissippi prison that a federal judge once 
concluded was effectively run by gangs in 
collusion with corrupt prison guards, closed 
on Thursday, its prisoners transferred to 
other state facilities, officials said.

Conditions at the prison, the Walnut 
Grove Correctional Facility, were deemed 
so substandard by Judge Carlton Reeves 
of Federal District Court, that he wrote in 
a 2012 settlement order that it “paints a 
picture of such horror as should be un-
realized anywhere in the civilized world.”

The move to shutter Walnut Grove, 
in Leake County, comes one month af-
ter the Justice Department announced 
that it would phase out its use of private 
prisons to house federal inmates after 
concluding that such facilities are more 
dangerous and less effective than prisons 
run by the government.

But the U.S. President Barack Obama 
administration decision does not affect 
states, which have increasingly come to 
rely on private firms to manage prison 
populations, including Mississippi.

While states say they enter arrange-
ments with for-profit prison contractors 
to save money, some studies have cast 
doubt on whether private prisons are ac-
tually less expensive for taxpayers.

On Thursday, Walnut Grove’s demise 
was celebrated by prison rights organi-
zations and civil liberties groups.

“Good riddance to Walnut Grove, a 
cesspool sponsored by Mississippians’ tax 
dollars,” said Jody Owens, managing attor-
ney with the Southern Poverty Law Center.

Walnut Grove was run by Manage-
ment and Training Corp., a Utah-based 
company that is among the nation’s larg-
est private prison contractors.

The Mississippi Department of Correc-
tions said in June that it had decided to 
shutter Walnut Grove not because of the 
often-unrestrained violence at the facility, 
but for budget cuts. Grace Simmons Fisher, 
a corrections department spokeswoman, 
declined to comment on Thursday.

The 1,260-bed facility had been oper-
ating since 2012 under a federal consent 
decree for violating prisoners’ constitu-
tional rights, and in 2014, Walnut Grove 

was the scene of two major riots.
Last year, Judge Reeves extended fed-

eral oversight of the prison because of 
continuing constitutional violations.

Conditions in a number of Mississip-
pi’s correctional facilities have been de-
nounced by prison overhaul advocates 
or enjoined by the federal authorities for 
violating inmates’ constitutional rights, 
but Walnut Grove was cited as a particu-
larly brutal, often lawless place.

A 2012 Justice Department report 
found that rape of younger inmates by 
older prisoners was relatively common, 
and that guards habitually denied some 

prisoners access to medical care, while 
smuggling in weapons and drugs and 
having sexual relationships with others.

“The sexual misconduct we found was 
among the worst that we have seen in any fa-
cility anywhere in the nation,” the report said.

Some of the guards, the report said, 
were themselves members of the gangs, 
including at least one prison supervisor 
who let prisoners out of their cells to as-
sault unsuspecting rivals.

Organized gladiator-style fights be-
tween prisoners and encouraged by 
guards were also a frequent occurrence, 
with guards betting on the outcomes, ac-
cording to the report.

Owens, of the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, said that on one visit to Walnut Grove, 
the odor of marijuana hung so heavily in the 
air that he worried he would get a contact 
high.Even after juveniles were removed from 
the facility, violence continued.

At the same time, the neighboring 
town of Walnut Grove, population 1,900, 
boomed from prison revenue and em-
ployment. The town lobbied to be the 
site of a prison after one of its major em-
ployers, a glove factory, was closed.

As an example of the close ties be-
tween the prison and the town, Wal-
nut Grove’s mayor, William Grady Sims, 
served for a time as the prison’s warden.

In 2009, Sims drove a female inmate 
to a motel room where they had sex. He 
later told the woman to lie to investigators 
about it. Sims was convicted and sentenced 
to seven months in a federal prison.

(Source: The New York Times)

Japan court clears way 
for U.S. Okinawa base 
relocation
A Japanese court has approved plans to relocate a United 
States military base on the island of Okinawa, in a decision 
likely to anger locals who want to see American military pres-
ence removed altogether.

Tokyo wants to move the unpopular Futenma marine airbase 
from a crowded residential district to a sparsely populated area in 
the northern part of the island, but the plan has been opposed by 
many locals, including Okinawan governor Takeshi Onaga.

A judge in the prefectural capital of Naha ruled on Friday 
in favor of the central government, a court spokesman said, 
in the first judicial decision over the disputed reclamation.

The dispute has seen Onaga and Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe’s government file rival lawsuits as local authorities have 
blocked plans to reclaim land for the relocation - a priority for 
Tokyo as it seeks to satisfy its ally, the U.S.

After the verdict, Onaga told local media that he would 
appeal to the Supreme Court and pledged to do whatever 
he could to block the relocation.

Tokyo and Washington first proposed moving the airbase 
in 1996, while insisting it must remain on Okinawa - a strate-
gic island in the East China Sea from where U.S. troops and 
aircraft can react to potential conflicts throughout Asia.

The roots of the presence goes back to the end of World 
War II when Okinawa was the site of a battle between Japan 
and the U.S., followed by a 27-year U.S. occupation.

Violent crimes have prompted large-scale protest demon-
strations before on Okinawa.

(Source: agencies) 

Bomb attack kills 25 in 
northwest Pakistan mosque
At least 25 people have been killed and 30 more wounded 
in a bomb attack in a Pakistani mosque near the Afghanistan 
border, a regional official says.

The blast occurred dur-
ing Friday prayers in a tribal 
area bordering Afghanistan, 
Naveed Akbar, the deputy 
administrator of Mohmand 
agency, said.

“The suicide bomber was 
in [a] crowded mosque,” he 
added, saying, it was a “huge 
blast.”

“A portion of the mosque 
and veranda collapsed in the 
blast and fell on worshipers. 
We are still retrieving bodies 
and the injured from rubble 
of the mosque building,” he 
said.

A second regional official confirmed the bombing in the 
village of Payee Khan, in the troubled Mohmand region of the 
lawless Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA).

“Many people were gathered inside the mosque where 
a suicide bomber blew himself up,” Shaukat Khan, another 
official in the northwestern FATA region, said.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility but 
pro-Taliban militants are usually blamed for such attacks.

Thousands of people have been killed over the past dec-
ade as a result of the surge in violence in Pakistan.

Pro-Taliban elements killed over 150 people, most of them 
children, in an armed assault on a school in the northwestern 
city of Peshawar in December 2014.

(Source: Press TV)

Privately run Mississippi 
prison, called a ‘Scene of 

Horror’, is shut down

2 
Iran continues to participate in the work of Tripartite 

Commission in order to plan for voluntary, safe, dignified 
and gradual repatriation of Afghan refugees. According 
to the latest SG’s Report year 2016, continues to be the 
lowest recorded returnee rate since the establishment 
of the voluntary return program in 2002, with many of 
the returnees chose not to return to their areas of origin, 
including many who settled in urban centers. The aug-
mentation of the individual repatriation grant from $150 
to $350 seems not to be enough. We welcome any ef-
fort to help overcome the main reintegration challenges 
faced by returnees and to formulate a Comprehensive 
Voluntary Repatriation and Reintegration Strategy. Suc-

cess in voluntary repatriation first and foremost depends 
on providing the reasonable needs of repatriated refu-
gees in Afghanistan, and underscores the necessity for 
mobilizing more international support for this purpose.

Meanwhile, we continue our support to hundred 
thousands of Afghan refugees, especially in fields of 
education and medical services. Last year we enrolled 
386000 Afghan students in our schools and universities, 
regardless of their legal status. In the field of health care 
and medical services, we continue to provide services 
to hundreds of thousands each year, in some areas, the 
number of Afghan refugees receiving these services ex-
ceeds the Iranians. 

Mr. President

Iran continues its full support for the promotion of 
security, stability and comprehensive and sustainable 
development in Afghanistan since we consider the se-
curity in Afghanistan to be the security of our borders 
and the Region. 

We support UNAMA as well as UN agencies in their 
efforts to provide development and reconstruction assis-
tance to Afghanistan through a genuine commitment by 
the United Nations to a sustained partnership with Afghan-
istan, as set forth in Final Report of the Tripartite Review 
Commission on the United Nations in Afghanistan. We 
need to utilize the UNAMA mandate and its good offices 
for strengthening national institutions and capacities in pri-
ority areas as requested by the Government.

‘Iran reiterates its support for any Afghan-led peace process’

Four held in Turkey over 
fears of ISIL threat to 
British and German 
embassies 
British and German embassies 
closed on Friday
Turkish authorities have detained four people as part of an 
investigation into a possible threat to the German and British 
embassies, according to state-run media reports.

The detentions come after the British embassy in the cap-
ital, Ankara, was closed on Friday because of security con-
cerns, Britain’s Foreign Office said, and after the German 
embassy said its missions in Turkey were providing “limited 
services until Friday”.

Three people in Ankara and one person in Istanbul were 
detained before the Muslim Eid al-Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
holiday on Monday, but interior ministry officials said there 
was no evidence linking the suspects to terrorist organiza-
tions, Anadolu news agency reported.

The investigation was launched after intelligence suggest-
ed a possible threat from Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL/Daesh) to the missions, the agency said.

The British embassy, closed for consular services this week, 
had been due to reopen on Friday after the Islamic holiday 
began on Monday.

In the past 12 months, Turkey has been hit by a series of 
attacks blamed on ISIL terrorists and Kurdish militants. For-
eign missions have closed on occasion after security alerts.

The British ambassador to Turkey, Richard Moore, said on 
Twitter that it was a “precaution” to close the embassy. He 
added that British officials were “working closely and cooper-
atively with Turkish authorities”.

The German embassy in Ankara said as well as offering 
limited services this week, its missions would remain closed 
for any meetings, without giving further details.

The German daily Bild had said German missions and Ger-
man schools in Turkey were closed amid fears of an attack.

(Source: agencies)
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Bratislava EU meeting: Merkel says 
bloc in ‘critical situation’

Clinton: We’re in a “strong position” 
despite tightening polls
United States Democratic presidential 
hopeful  Hillary Clinton on Thursday 
said she believes her campaign is per-
forming strongly in the last leg of the 
2016 campaign despite polls showing 
the race tightening nationally and in key 
swing states. 

Speaking to reporters following her 
first campaign event since she revealed 
she was diagnosed with pneumonia, the 
Democratic presidential nominee was 
asked if she should be doing anything 
differently now that the race could be 
close.

“I’ve always said that it was going to 
be a tight race. I’ve said it from the very 
beginning -- whether I was up, down...
it didn’t matter,” Clinton said. “I’m very 
proud of the campaign that we have put 
together. I feel like we are in a strong 
position going into these last weeks.”

What matters now, Clinton said, is 
who’s registered to vote and who turns 
out to vote on Election Day, Nov. 8. 

Nationally, Clinton’s lead over Donald 
Trump has narrowed in recent weeks. A 
CBS News/New York Times survey re-
leased on Thursday found Clinton leads 
Trump among likely voters by only 2 
percentage points -- 46 percent to 44 
percent. In a four-way race involving 
third-party candidates, they are tied at 
42 percent.

In Iowa, Trump leads Clinton by 8 
percentage points in Iowa -- 45 percent 
to 37 percent, according to a Monmouth 
University poll released on Thursday.

A Bloomberg Politics survey released 
on Wednesday found Trump leads Clin-

ton by 5 percentage points in the key 
battleground state of Ohio -- 48 percent 
to 43 percent.

Before the brief press conference, 
Clinton spoke to supporters in Greens-
boro, North Carolina. She had spent 
the last several days off of the cam-
paign trail, resting at home in Chappaq-
ua, New York. On Sunday, after being 
helped into a van after leaving the 9/11 
memorial event early, her campaign 
revealed she had been diagnosed with 
pneumonia two days earlier.

“This was an ailment that many peo-
ple just power through and that’s what I 
thought I would do as well,” Clinton told 
reporters on Thursday. “I didn’t want to 
miss the 9/11 memorial. As a senator at 
the time, I consider it a sacred moment 
and I wanted to get there.”

She admitted she probably should 
have taken a pause from the campaign 
earlier and said, “My campaign has said 
that they could have been faster” about 
disseminating information to the public, 
“I agree with that. I certainly expect them 
to be focused and as quick as possible.”

Asked if she had told her running 
mate, vice presidential nominee Sen. 
Tim Kaine, D-Virginia, about her diag-
nosis Friday, Clinton said, “My senior 
staff knew and information was pro-
vided to a number of people.” Clinton 
added that she wouldn’t get into per-
sonal conversations that she’s had, but 
also said she communicated with him 
and spoke to him again Wednesday 
night. 

(Source: CBS News)

German Chancellor Angela Merkel has ac-
knowledged that the European Union (EU) is 
in a “critical situation,” as it is struggling to find 
a way forward without the United Kingdom.

Upon her arrival for a summit in the 
Slovakian capital of Bratislava on Friday, 
Merkel said the EU has been facing so 
many problems that cannot be resolved 
at one meeting.

“The point is not to simply expect 
a solution to Europe’s problems from 
one summit — we are in a critical sit-
uation — but rather it is about showing 
through actions that we can be better,” 
she told reporters.

The leaders of the union, minus those 
of Britain, have gathered in Bratislava to 
discuss the EU’s post-Brexit future.

“I hope that today we can show that 
we can work together in the EU and that 
we can solve problems,” Merkel said.

“Protecting Europe’s outside borders 
will also be discussed, but this will all be 
decided in the coming months, we can 
then also take concrete steps,” she added.

Merkel further said that Europe-
an Commission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker “showed in his speech that the 
European Commission has similar plans.”

Juncker earlier warned that the union 
faces an “existential crisis.”

On the eve of the summit, European 
Council President Donald Tusk also warned 
that the remaining 27-member states 
should not “let this crisis go to waste.”

“After the vote in the UK the only 
thing that makes sense is to have a so-
ber and brutally honest assessment of 
the situation,” Tusk said in Bratislava.

The leaders, however, are not ex-
pected to discuss Britain’s departure 
from the bloc in any detail in Bratislava.

Tusk formerly called on British Pre-
mier Theresa May to trigger Article 50 
of the Lisbon Treaty-- the step required 
to officially begin the withdrawal. May, 
however, said her government will not 
begin the negotiation this year.

Starting the negotiations would be-
gin a two-year countdown for Britain to 
separate itself from Brussels.

 Some 80 German Citizens, 20 
Asylum Seekers Clash in Bautzen

Elsewhere, the East German town of 
Bautzen was rocked by scuffles between 
some 20 young asylum seekers and around 
80 locals mostly from far-right political 
groups, local media reported on Thursday. 

Two Policemen were injured as an-
ti-migrant clashes resume in Germany.

The groups shouted insults and 
threw sticks at each other in the city 
center, Sueddeutsche Zeitung newspa-
per said, adding that some 100 police 
officers who came to intervene were 
attacked with bottles and sticks. The 
criminal police are investigating the case 
over violation of public order and inflic-
tion of bodily injuries. 

Bautzen has seen a wave of clash-
es between migrants and local citizens 
over the past months. On Tuesday a 32-
year old German national was injured by 
a refugee who hit him with a bottle. In 
February, a refugee shelter under con-
struction was set ablaze with locals try-
ing to prevent firefighting.

(Source: agencies) 

A white United States police officer has shot and killed a 
13-year-old black boy in the state of Ohio while chasing 
down suspects of a reported robbery, after the teenager 
allegedly pulled out a pellet gun.

Police in the town of Columbus, where the incident took 
place, said they were investigating Wednesday’s killing of Tyre 
King, the latest in a string of shootings of African Americans by 
law enforcement officers that have fuelled protests and na-
tional debate about policing tactics in U.S. cities.

Police said King was shot multiple times after he pulled 
out a BB gun - a low-powered air gun which shoots small 
round pellets - during the confrontation, and was later pro-
nounced dead at Nationwide Children’s Hospital.

Police promised to investigate the case “thoroughly”, 
but lawyers for King’s family called for an independent 
investigation, saying some witness accounts conflicted 
with the police version of what happened, according to 
the Associated Press news agency. 

The lawyers said allegations about King cannot be con-
sidered fact until there’s a “thorough, unbiased investigation”.

Sean Walton, an attorney for King’s family, said the 
eighth-grader had no violent criminal history. He said 
King played football and was in the young scholars pro-
gram at school.Walton also quoted the boy’s family as 
saying involvement in an armed robbery would be “so 
out of character” for King.

At the police news conference, Jacobs displayed a 
photo of a BB gun like the one King allegedly had.

“Officers carry a gun that looks practically identical to 
this weapon,” he said. “It turned out to not be a firearm 
... that fires real bullets. But as you can see, it looks like a 
firearm that could kill you.”

The officer who shot him was identified as Bryan Ma-
son, a white, nine-year veteran of the department who 
had recently been assigned to the neighborhood where 
the incident took place.

Police records show that in 2012 he shot and killed a 
man who was holding another person at gunpoint, ac-
cording to AP. The Columbus Dispatch said investigators 
cleared him.

(Source: agencies) 

U.S. police kill 13-year-old Tyre King ‘carrying BB gun’
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A supersub, a smashing 
and a rivalry
Striking starts to coaching tenures in Manchester and Mu-
nich feature in FIFA.com’s latest stats review, along with 
doubles, trebles, assists, possession and penalty saves. 

minutes is all it took San Lorenzo’s Nicolas Blandi 
to post the third-fastest brace in Copa Sudamer-
icana history. Liga de Quito’s Claudio Bieler and 

Marco Lazaga of Olimpia hit doubles after seven and eight 
minutes respectively during the previous decade. 

After seven changes of possession between Ciclón players in 
just ten seconds, Blandi nodded home to put them 2-0 up 
at home to Banfield on six minutes. The 26-year-old striker 
soon made it 3-0, and the 4-1 victory saw Diego Aguirre’s 
side overturn a two-goal defeat and reach the Round of 16. It 
also left San Lorenzo having netted four goals against fellow 
Argentinians in a CONMEBOL competition for the third time, 
after a 4-0 win at River Plate in 1973 and a 6-0 triumph away 
to Newell’s Old Boys in 1992. 

goals without reply is what Barcelona banged past 
Celtic to record their biggest victory in Europe-
an Cup/UEFA Champions League history. Barça’s 

previous best had been a 7-1 defeat of Bayer Leverkusen 
in their Round of 16, second leg in 2012 – a match in which 
Lionel Messi scored five times. ‘The Atomic Flea’ took just 
two minutes and 46 seconds to score his fastest Champi-
ons League goal on Tuesday. Messi finished the game with 
his sixth treble in the competition to outrank Cristiano Ron-
aldo and become the outright record owner of Champions 
League hat-ticks. The 29-year-old’s first two goals were set 
up by Neymar, who became the first Barcelona player in 
13 years to record four assists in a European game. Mean-
while Marc-Andre ter Stegen saved Moussa Dembele’s 
spot-kick to protect Barça’s run of having not conceded 
a penalty at Camp Nou in the Champions League since 
2005, when Tim Borowski beat Victor Valdes. Thereafter, 
Ronaldo missed the target for Manchester United, Valdes 
repelled Ajax striker Kolbeinn Sigthorsson’s effort, and Ter 
Stegen denied Manchester City’s Sergio Aguero and Edin 
Dzeko of Roma. 

goals in stoppage time is what Joel Pohjanpalo 
became the first player in the Bundesliga’s 53-year 
history to score on Saturday. The Finn, three days 

before his 22nd birthday, rose from the bench in the 72nd 
minute with Bayer Leverkusen losing 1-0 to Hamburg and 
swiftly nodded home the equaliser. Pohjanpalo then netted 
a glorious first-time volley and a canny strike to become 
the first Bayer substitute to score a treble in the German 
top flight. It was also the Bundesliga’s 100th hat-trick. The 
comeback preserved Bruno Labbadia’s drought of having 
never masterminded victory over the club he used to coach 
(seven defeats, four draws). 

non-Chelsea managers had won their first four 
Premier League games until Manchester City’s Pep 
Guardiola cracked it on Saturday. The 45-year-old 

Spaniard emulated Jose Mourinho, Guus Hiddink and Carlo 
Ancelotti by masterminding victory over Mourinho’s United 
in the Manchester derby. It left Mourinho having won just 
one of his last ten meetings with Guardiola. Claudio Bra-
vo’s performance in the City goal was polarising, but he did 
complete 40 passes – more than all but two United players. 
Four days later City smashed Borussia Monchengladbach 
4-0 in the Champions League, despite a Guardiola team 
having less than 50 per cent of possession for the first time 
in his coaching career.

 Quick hits 
Premier League goals have been conceded by 
Shay Given after Stoke City’s 4-0 loss at home 
to Tottenham Hotspur. Only David James (665), 

Mark Schwarzer (653) and Jussi Jasskelainen (613) have 
shipped more. 
23 successive Serie A seasons – a record for any 
league in the world – have now included a Frances-
co Totti goal following his last-gasp winner for Roma 
against Sampdoria. 

consecutive home victories in CONMEBOL com-
petitions is the figure Atletico Nacional reached 
with a 1-0 reverse of Bolivar in the Copa Sudamer-

icana – the second-longest in their history. Rene Higuita, 
Victor Aristizabal and Juan Pablo Angel inspired El Verde 
to nine straight wins in Medellin in South American tourna-
ments between 1995 and ’97. 

straight Ivorian Ligue 1 seasons have ended in a 
club outside the capital conquering after AS Tanda 
successfully defended their title. Incredibly, the run 

began in 2011 after the first 35 editions of the competition 
finished with the trophy in Abidjan. 

wins from five matches, plus 20 goals for and zero 
against, are the figures that have given Carlo An-
celotti the best start by a new Bundesliga coach. 

(Source: FIFA)

F O O T B A L L

Diego Simeone has opened the door to 
the possibility of leaving Atletico Madrid 
in the next two years after announcing on 
Friday that he had reduced his contractu-
al commitment from 2020 to 2018.

The former Atletico midfielder is one 
of the most coveted coaches in Europe 
after breaking Real Madrid and Barcelo-
na’s stranglehold on the domestic title in 
2014 and leading his club to two Champi-
ons League finals in three years.

Simeone, the longest-running active 
coach in La Liga, signed a five-year con-
tract extension in 2015, an unusually long 
deal by Spanish standards.

He said the changes made this week 
did not mean he was intent on leaving 
Atletico in 2018.

“We’ve decided this situation along 
with the club’s directors and it does not 
mean we will not renew again when the 

contract ends,” he told a news conference 
ahead of Saturday’s home game against 
Sporting Gijon.

“We continue to show what we feel 
for the club. It doesn’t bother me that 
people speculate about my future but 
the fact I’m here is because I want to be 
here,” added Simeone.

“I’ve stayed here for four and a half 
years because I feel a connection with 
the club and its supporters.”

Simeone set alarm bells ringing after 
his team lost the Champions League fi-
nal to Real Madrid in May by saying he 
was considering his future.

The coach has since gone back on his 
words and earlier this month reiterated 
his commitment to leading Atletico into 
their new 67,000-seater stadium in Au-
gust 2017.

(Source: Reuters)

PARIS (AFP) — The Ballon d’Or deal be-
tween France Football and FIFA has end-
ed, the French publication and football’s 
governing body announced on Friday.

The coveted award will from now on 
return to its original home after France 
Football’s agreement with FIFA finished.

The next recipient will be determined 
by a vote of journalists - players (nation-
al team captains) and managers will no 
longer have a say.

«The contractual agreement be-
tween FIFA and France Football expired 
in January. We told France Football in 
early August that the contract would 
not be renewed,» the game’s governing 
body declared.

Argentina and Barcelona star Lionel 
Messi won the award for a record fifth 
time in 2015.

FIFA plans to continue its annual best 

player award to male and female players.
FIFA and France Football teamed 

up in 2010 since when only two play-
ers have been nominated for the title 
known as the FIFA Ballon d’Or - Messi 
and Cristiano Ronaldo.

The first Ballon d’Or was won by 
Stanley Matthews, at the time with 
Blackpool, who beat Alfredo Di Stefano 
for the inaugural title in 1956.

Up to 1994 only European players 
were eligible.

The first non-European to win it was 
the following year, AC Milan’s Liberian 
star George Weah.

From 2007 it honoured the world’s 
best player, with FIFA under former pres-
ident Sepp Blatter entering into a deal 
with France Football in 2010 to merge 
the Ballon d’Or with FIFA’s best world 
player honour.

Ballon d’Or deal between France 
Football and FIFA ends

Simeone may make early Atletico exit 
after contract change

FIFA president Gianni Infantino has dismissed as «imagi-
nation and lies» any suggestion that he lobbied in favour 
of Aleksander Ceferin who was elected head of European 
soccer’s governing body UEFA this week.

Ceferin, little-known outside his native Slovenia until 
three months ago, swept to a resounding win on Wednes-
day, picking up 42 of the 55 votes cast by UEFA’s member 
associations.

The other 13 went to his only rival, experienced Dutch 
administrator Michael van Praag.

«Mr Ceferin has said it as well, this is imagination and 
lies and I think the result speaks for itself,» former UEFA 
general secretary Infantino told reporters. 

«It’s an insult to the intelligence of the 55 associations 
who go and vote...convinced by a programme.»

In July, world soccer’s ruling body FIFA denied a report 
in the Dutch newspaper De Volkskrant that Infantino was 
interfering in UEFA’s election. 

However, the allegations have continued to gather mo-
mentum and a report by the Norwegian website Josimar 
last week, which made similar claims, led to a brief spat 
between the two candidates.

Van Praag said in a tweet that he was «shocked» to read 
the story and that UEFA was back to its old way of doing 
business.

Ceferin, elected president of Slovenia’s football federa-
tion in 2011, replied that his rival was trying to pollute the 
campaign.

Infantino said Wednesday’s voters were looking for a fresh 
approach from the replacement for Michel Platini who had 
governed UEFA since 2007 and been re-elected twice until he 
was banned by FIFA in October for ethics violations.

«It was a very convincing success,» explained Infantino. 
«He has some very good ideas, he is a new face for many but 
he is a very competent person, head of a national association.

«I think the associations who voted have sent a clear 
message they wanted somebody new. This is the democ-
racy, it was an important success because also with the 
numbers it gives him the legitimacy to do the reforms.»

(Source: Reuters)

Imagination and lies, says Infantino of UEFA election link

Formula One is understood to have begun the process 
of finding a successor to Bernie Ecclestone after Liberty 
Media’s purchase of the sport last week.

The new owner has stressed its intent to change the 
way F1 is run and has already appointed Chase Carey, a 
former executive vice-president of 21st Century Fox, as 
chairman of the Formula One Group. Ecclestone has said 
the company wants him to stay on as chief executive for 
a further three years but it is believed to be unlikely he 
will see out that period of time. The CEO and founder of 
Formula E, Alejandro Agag, is among the leading con-
tenders to replace him.

Neither Carey nor Ecclestone are expected to attend the 
Singapore Grand Prix this weekend, the first since the deal 
was announced, as the business behind the sport continues 
apace behind the scenes.

The 85-year-old Ecclestone has run F1 virtually sin-
gle-handed for almost 40 years but his disinterest in 
engaging with social media and a younger audience is 
at odds with Liberty’s intent to expand the sport using 
digital content, greater promotion and marketing.

The role, which has seen Ecclestone return huge prof-
its to the previous owners, CVC, based mainly on the 
sale of TV rights and hosting fees for circuits, is expected 
to split into two – one to oversee commercial affairs and 
one the sporting side. It is a division that many believe 
the sport should have implemented some time ago.

Liberty’s deal is expected to be finally concluded in 
six months’ time, after which Ecclestone may choose to 
step down. The former FIA president Max Mosley, who 
ran the sport’s governing body in close coordination with 
Ecclestone between 1993 and 2009, told the BBC that his 
friend would walk away if Liberty interfered in the running 
of the business. He said: “These people may take a more 
active role and they want to sort of run the business but 
that could bring them into conflict with Bernie.”

Liberty has been clear that it will be taking a hands-on 
role in F1, indicated not least with the appointment of Car-
ey, in contrast to CVC, which was almost entirely uninvolved 
in the day to day running of the sport.

Carey is understood to have already met with sever-
al of the leading teams in the UK, establishing personal 
relationships as part of F1’s reorganisation, while Liberty 
has already proposed the idea of including the teams as 
future investors in the sport.

Agag is a former politician from Spain, who ran a suc-

cessful consultancy business and also owns a GP2 team. 
His skilful handling of Formula E has been much admired, 
not least in the way the sport has embraced social media 
and fan engagement. Equally, although Formula E strug-
gled financially in its opening year, Liberty invested in it and 
Agag has consequently worked with Carey, noting: “I know 
Chase from the past and it is a luxury for motorsport to 
have someone like him involved.”

The other favoured candidate is Zak Brown, the 
founder and CEO of JMI, the world’s largest motorsport 
marketing agency, who as a consequence is already well-
known to many of the teams. He runs his own team, 
United Autosports, which competes in sportscar racing 
and has also worked with Carey in the past. He has ex-
tensive inside knowledge of F1 and impeccable commer-
cial credentials and is believed to have been one of the 
main candidates to ultimately replace Ecclestone when 
he was rumoured to being made to stand down by CVC 

at the end of 2014.
However, any changeover is unlikely to happen dra-

matically unless it is at Ecclestone’s behest as his knowl-
edge of the commercial deals in place, many based 
on personal relationships and long-standing arrange-
ments, are crucial to the sport. Liberty will need to en-
sure it has a full grasp of all of them before moving on 
with a replacement.

Mosley also noted that he did not believe the sporting 
side of F1 was being run properly, a criticism that has 
been widely aired and that will likely result in it being 
controlled separately from the commercial business.

The Mercedes executive director, Toto Wolff, has been 
associated with the new role, as have Red Bull’s team 
principal, Christian Horner, and the former McLaren 
team principal Martin Whitmarsh, who is currently the 
CEO of Ben Ainslie’s America’s Cup team.

(Source: Guardian)

New F1 owner looks to replace Bernie 
Ecclestone in push for young fans 
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Iran beat Saudi Arabia 3-2 in 
AFC U-16 Championship
Substitute Alireza Asadabadi’s winner capped a stunning come-
from-behind victory for Islamic Republic of Iran as they defeat-
ed Saudi Arabia 3-2 in the AFC U-16 Championship India 2016 
opener in Group A on Thursday.

Mansor Al Beshe had begun the day’s action in stunning 
fashion with a superb strike inside five minutes before Dhari Al 
Anazi doubled the advantage just before the break.

Iran roared back after half-time though and Allahyar Sayyad 
made it 2-1 two minutes into the second period before first Mo-
hammad Sharifi and then Asadabadi completed the comeback in 
a dramatic two-minute spell at Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium.

Midfielder Al Beshe netted 
the tournament’s first goal in 
spectacular style four minutes 
in as he unleashed a thunder-
ous strike from fully 25-yards 
out that rocketed into the net 
past the despairing dive of 
Meraj Esmaeili in the Iran goal. 

The Iranians looked to re-
store parity in swift succession 
and captain Aref Alipour did 
go close with a free-kick from 
distance on 19 minutes.

And just after the half-hour, 
Mohammad Ghaderi went 
even closer as the midfielder 
wriggled into the penalty area before striking a firm shot that 
was well saved by Hashem Al Asmari.

Abbas Chamanian’s team continued to press for an equaliser 
but were kept out by a resolute Saudi side who then went on 
to extend their lead three minutes before half-time when Mali 
crossed in from the left for the onrushing Al Anazi to steer home.

Within the seconds of the restart Iran could have reduced 
the deficit but Sayyad volleyed Saeid Ahani’s cross over the bar.

The substitute was not to be denied a second time in quick 
succession though as on the 47th minute Sayyad broke through 
on goal and struck the ball emphatically past Al Asmari.

The action flashed from end-to-end as Al Anazi could have 
restored the two goal cushion but somehow blazed over from 
six-yards out after Esmaeili could only parry Mali’s shot.

But in the space of just two minutes the game and scoreline 
had turned on its head.

On 68 minutes, Sharifi turned home from a goalmouth 
scramble after a corner and just moments later, with Saudi 
Arabia still reeling from the leveller, Asadabadi found himself 
one-on-one with Al Asmari and finished coolly to spark frenzied 
celebrations on the Iran bench.

Saudi Arabia could have snatched a point at the death as 
Mali flicked the ball on for Naif Al Mas but the captain could only 
blaze over as Iran secured the victory.

 Iran coach Abbas Chamanian:
“I made the substitution before half-time because I wanted 

the team to be mentally prepared for the second half. We were 
better than Saudi Arabia in the first half but they scored two 
goals. In the second half we had good opportunities to score 
after we changed our tactics to 4-4-2. We were able to score 
three goals and two of our substitutes scored a goal each.”

 Saudi Arabia coach Mohammed Al Abdali:
“In the first half we dominated the game and could have 

scored more goals. The Iranians scored in the first two min-
utes of the second half and that gave them confidence. We 
warned our players at half-time that 2-0 is a risky scoreline, 
not a comfortable position. We could have scored not just at 
the end of the game, but halfway through the second half. 
If you don’t score then you get punished, but hopefully we 
will learn from this.”                                            (Source: AFC)

Kyiv to host 2018 
Champions League final

Kyiv’s NSK Olimpiyskyi has been selected to host the 2018 UEFA 
Champions League final, the first European Cup decider to be 
held in Ukraine.

Kyiv’s NSK Olimpiyskyi has been selected to host the 2018 
UEFA Champions League final.

To be held on 26 May 2018, the final will be the first such 
decider played at the Olympic National Sports Complex in the 
Ukrainian capital. However, the stadium is no stranger to big 
occasions: Dynamo Kyiv took on Bayern München there in the 
1975 UEFA Super Cup second leg, while it was also a venue in 
the 1980 Olympics and UEFA EURO 2012, staging five games 
including the final.

The decision was taken at Thursday’s UEFA Executive Com-
mittee meeting in Athens.

 Factfile: NSK Olimpiyskyi
 UEFA capacity: 68,000
 Tenants: Dynamo Kyiv (big matches), Ukraine
 Opened: August 1923 (reconstructed 1941, 1968, 1980, 

1999, 2011)
 Built on the site of the 1913 All-Russian Exhibition in or-

der to host the Second All-Ukrainian Spartakiad (or Games), the 
ground was opened as the Trotsky Red Stadium on 12 August 
1923. Trotsky’s name was removed the next year, and the arena 
became home to Zheldor – now Lokomotiv – Kyiv.

 After Kyiv was restored as the Ukrainian capital in 1934, 
a decision was made to construct an adjacent Republican Sta-
dium; however, the opening ceremony on 22 June 1941 was 
delayed due to the German invasion and not held until 1944 
(though the occupiers did open it in 1942).

 Renamed the Central Stadium, the new facility was en-
larged to a 100,000+ capacity in the 1960s and incorporated 
into a larger sports complex. A crowd of 102,000 watched Dy-
namo Kyiv clinch the 1975 UEFA Super Cup by beating Bayern 
2-0 with two Oleh Blokhin goals.

 Another rebuild followed ahead of the 1980 Olympics, 
where the rebranded Republican Stadium staged seven matches 
including a quarter-final.                                     (Source: UEFA)
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Persepolis and Esteghlal settle 
for draw in Tehran derby

Persepolis and Esteghlal played out a 
goalless draw in the 6th week of Iran 

Professional League in front of more than 75,000 fans in 
Tehran’s Azadi Stadium on Friday.

It was the first goalless draw in Tehran derby after 
four games. 

Persepolis dominated in the first half as they created a 
couple of chances on Esteghlal goal but they couldn’t break 
the deadlock. On the other hand Esteghlal were dangerous 
on counter attacks however Kaveh Rezaei couldn’t convert 

two good chances for the blues.
Persepolis dropped to second place with 12 points 

while Esteghlal remain in 14th spot with just four points 
from six games. 

Esteghlal coach Alireza Mansourian who has yet to 
grab a win after six weeks, narrowly escaped being fired 
with a draw in derby.

“I’m not satisfied with the result because we came to win 
the derby. We could have scored two goals in the first half but 
Alireza Beiranvand had a couple of great saves. I believe we 

can return to the top with the support of our fans,” Mansourian 
told reporters in the post-match press conference.

“Unfortunately we couldn’t win the derby while we had 
great chances. However I’m satisfied with my player’s per-
formance as they had the ball and possession for most of 
the 90 minutes. I’d like to say that this performance has 
made me feel optimistic about the future,” Persepolis coach 
Branko Ivankovic told reporters.

Persepolis will next take on Sepahan in Isfahan while Es-
teghlal meet Zob Ahan in Tehran.
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Iran leapt two plac-
es to 37th in the 

FIFA world rankings, released on 
Thursday.

The Iranian team still is the best 
Asian football team, followed by 
Australia at 45th and Korea Republic 
at 47th.

Brazil’s victories in 2018 World 
Cup qualifying this month has lifted 
it from ninth to fourth in the ranking, 
with Argentina keeping hold of its 
place at the top.

Belgium remains in second, edg-
ing third-placed Germany, who has 
climbed one spot in the rankings.

This month, the following teams 

reached their best ever position on 
the FIFA World Ranking: Guinea-Bis-
sau (73, up 2), St Kitts and Nevis (77, 
up 4), Kazakhstan (83, up 13), Co-
moros (152, up 3), and Kosovo (168, 
up 22).

A notable mention goes to the 
four teams breaking into the top 50: 
Scotland (44, up 7), Australia (45, up 
12), Greece (48, up 4), and Uzbeki-
stan (49, up 6).

A total of 126 international 
A-matches were played over the past 
few weeks, bringing the total number 
of games for the 2016 to 632.

The next FIFA World Ranking will 
be published on 20 October 2016.

Iran put their FIFA Futsal 
World Cup campaign 

back on track with a 5-3 Group F victory 
over Morocco in Medellin on Thursday.

The Asian champions, who suffered 
a surprisingly hefty 5-1 opening defeat 
against Spain on the opening matchday, 
belatedly found form.

After a slow start from both teams, Iran 
moved to a three-goal lead and they held a 
handy 4-2 margin at the break.

The match found its intensity and as the 
fouls mounted Morocco’s Mohamed Jaoud 
who, having scored the north Africans’ first 
goal, was sent for a stint on the sidelines 
allowing Iran to add two goals in quick suc-
cession.

The second half was a more controlled 
affair and Morocco, fighting for their Futsal 
World Cup lives, pushed Iran hard in the 
second period.

Iran scored soon after the interval but 
for much of the remainder of the half it 
was Morocco in the ascendency, leaving 
their opponents happy to counter-attack.

Morocco again drew within two goals of 
their rivals as captain Adil Habil netted his 
second of the night but it was to prove a 
bridge too far, FIFA.com reported. .

Iran will look to lock up passage to the 
Round of 16 on Sunday when they tackle 
enigmatic debutants Azerbaijan, while Mo-
rocco face a massive challenge against two-
time world champions Spain.

Asian kings Iran fire at Morocco’s 
expense

Iran moves two spots at FIFA 
rankings

Mohsen Kaedi from Iran snatched a bronze medal at the 
men’s javelin F34 in the Paralympic Games on Thursday. 

The Iranian thrower, who won a gold medal in javelin 
and a silver at shot put in the 2012 London, came third with 
a throw of 33.42m.

Colombia’s Mauricio Valencia (36.65m) set a new Games 
record to win the event.

Silver medal also went to China’s Yanzhang Wang 
(34.25m).

Iran has participated at the 2016 Summer Paralympics 
with 111 athletes in 12 sports.

The Iranian delegation finished in 11th place in the pre-
vious edition, winning 10 gold medals, seven silvers and 
seven bronze medals.                               (Source: Tasnim)

Iran’s Mohsen Kaedi seizes bronze at 
Rio Paralympics 

The Iranian archer, who competed at last month’s Olympic 
Games, won the women’s individual recurve open title.

Iran won their second archery gold at Rio 2016 on 
Thursday (15 September), after Zahra Nemati claimed the 
women’s individual recurve open title.

The 31-year-old, who competed at last month’s 
Olympic Games, subsequently defeated South Korea’s 
Jang Moon Jo, Italy’s Elisabetta Mijno, South Korea’s 
Hwa Sook Lee and China’s silver medallist Chunyan Wu 
to claim the gold.

“There was just a feeling that I had that I knew I was 
going to win today,” Nemati said. 

“That’s why I was very calm and relaxed. I just knew 
I could do it.

“The energy from the people around me, the spec-
tators, the people who wanted me to win – all this ener-

gy affected me and that was what helped me. I’m very 
happy, I’m so happy. I’m so tired and all this work from 

the past two, three months has been weighing heavily 
on my shoulders.”

“The people of Brazil have been very kind to me dur-
ing the Olympics and the Paralympics. They have been 
really nice and special the way they treated me. All I’ve 
been trying to do is use this energy, I’ve been getting 
from them to put it in my sport.”

Poland’s Milena Olszewska collected bronze.
Nemati’s teammate Rahimi Gholamreza had claimed 

the country’s first archery gold on 13 September, when he 
sealed the men’s individual recurve open title.

The archery competition is taking place in the Sam-
bodromo, famous for hosting Rio’s annual carnival, and 
will continue this Friday with the women’s individual com-
pound open and the men’s individual W1 events.                    

(Source: Paralympic.org)

Iranian para-archer Zahra Nemati wins Paralympic gold
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Though limned by most skilful fingers, no 
pictures please
Unless the beloved’s image is drawn therein.

Hafez

Poem of the day

SINCE 1979
Prayer Times

  1 
“Untold” fought a long way to reach the top in the 

music world in 2014. The idea to record the collection 
at Sony Classical came up in November 2009 when an 
agent of the company saw a powerful performance by 
Hafez and his father, Shahram Nazeri, an iconic Persian 
vocalist, at New York City’s Carnegie Hall. 

The concert was the first Iranian event organized 
at the prestigious venue. It featured pieces from the 
Rumi Symphony Project. “Untold” later became the first 
episode of the project that was initiated by Hafez to 
commemorate Persian mystic and poet, Molana Jalal 
ad-Din Rumi.  

“The agent saw how the performance could attract 
Western concertgoers’ attention, therefore Sony 
Classical decided to work out a deal for the album, which 
became the first collection in the history of Middle-
Eastern music recorded by Sony Classical,” Hafez said.  

“I deemed it a national work so I decided to create 
the most powerful and incredible work I could,” he 
added.

He gathered a lineup of 38 world A-list musicians 
and engineers, many of whom were winners of the 
prestigious Grammy Award. Among them were 14-time 
Grammy Award winning recording producer David Frost, 
9-time Grammy Award winning recording engineer Tom 
Lazarus and 3-time Grammy Award winning mastering 
engineer Greg Calbi.  

“Due to the creativity the composition has, all these 
great musicians and experts agreed to opt in on the 
project,” Hafez said.  

The team spend 5000 hours over about five years in 
four countries creating the album, he added.

“Untold” was finally born in March 11, 2014 and 
shortly afterwards, Hafez who lived in New York City 
decided to return to introduce the collection in his 
homeland, where it met with a cool reception from 
fellow musicians.

“All our explanations about the work received a 
negative response from those who were claiming that 
all the facts about the album were pure fiction,” he said.

To prove himself, Hafez decided to invite all the 
great musicians who collaborated on the album to visit 
Iran for some concerts, which were called off after the 
musicians failed to get a visa for the country just a week 
before the performances.        

He made a new attempt and set a new schedule, 
but again all his efforts were in vain after the authorities 
refused to grant visas for the musicians.  

“We paid large sums of money as compensation 
for losses and I felt a lot of shame concerning the 
musicians,” he stated.

The obstacles put Hafez on the verge of a decision to 
leave Iran forever. However, a suggestion from a contact 
brought Hafez a change of heart. The idea was that 
Hafez should hold the “Untold” concert with his fellow 

musicians. 
He nodded in agreement and assembled a group 

of handpicked musicians. Extensive rehearsals were 
arranged so the musicians would reach concert 
standards. 

The outcome of all this effort is the “Untold” concerts, 
which are currently mesmerizing audiences across the 
country. 

The ensemble has been expanded in comparison 
with the group that worked on the original album. It has 
three women singing soprano beside the tenors Hafez 
and the legendary vocalist, Shahram Nazeri.

“Since I really believe in the powers and abilities 
of women in a country like Iran, the women were 
symbolically picked to perform with the ensemble. The 
result is really interesting; three operatic voices beside 
two voices of Iranian vocal music,” Hafez said.

“One of the points of anticipation about the ‘Untold’ 
concerts is that the audiences experience a fusion of 
four musical cultures in a single night’s performance: 
Iran’s national music beside traditional Iranian music 
and Western classical music and one of its branches, 
operatic vocals… this shows we all are one… Dividing 
the community of humankind based on religion and 
nationality is vacuous, because, we all are human and 
eventually, we shall unite. If two musical cultures that 
seem unrelated to each other are blended in the proper 
context, you can see that they have been created for 
each other,” he explained.

Due to objections from certain people in 
Mashhad, the capital of Khorsan Razavi Province in 
northeast Iran, the ensemble was forced to cancel its 
performances in Neyshabur in the province, which is 
home to renowned poet Omar Khayyam and mystic 
Attar. The group also previously called off its concerts 
in Neyshabour and Tabriz for similar objections to 
musical performances.

However, many music enthusiasts from the cities 
traveled to see the concerts in other cities, Hafez said. 

Meanwhile, he had previously performed without 
difficulties at Disney Hall in Los Angeles, Royal Albert 
Hall in London and several other major venues around 
the world.

“My eyes fill with tears when I see people and families 

travel hundreds kilometers from across the country to 
attend our concerts only because they are not allowed 
to have concerts in their own cities,” he stated. 

Hafez said the people’s enthusiasm for music 
convinces him to overcome all difficulties existing in the 
way of organizing concerts in Iran.  

“Untold” received widespread international acclaim. 
Twice in 2014, the collection hit number one on 
Billboard’s Classical chart. This was the first time a 
recording by an Iranian musician has reached the top 
of the chart.

The Indian-American holistic health guru Deepak 
Chopra wrote, “Absolutely exquisite music of the highest 
caliber that speaks to the soul; music that will live for a 
long, long time… Hafez has done an extraordinary job 
bringing his spiritual intelligence, the longing that we find 
in the poems of Rumi and the modern understanding 

of cosmology and evolution. He’s brought it all together 
into a single symphonic orchestra composition.”

Gena Somra of CNN commented, “Following in his 
father’s footsteps, he brings not only the essence of 
Persian culture -- but also Rumi’s message to an even 
wider audience than ever before.” 

In an article published by Wondering Sound, Richard 
Gehr who is an editor for Rolling Stone wrote, “Hafez 
Nazeri bridges cultures and galaxies on ‘Untold’.”

Hafez is currently working on the second episode of 
the Rumi Symphony Project.

Iranian music icon Mohammadreza 
Shajarian returns home 

Iran reviewing 5 films to select 
submission to Oscars

TEHRAN — 
A committee 

composed of nine experts is reviewing 
five films to pick Iran’s submission to 
the 89th Academy Awards in the best 
foreign language film category.

Puran Derakhashndeh, the director 
of acclaimed drama “Hush! Girls Don’t 
Scream” and Shahram Mokeri, the 
director of award-winning film “Fish 
and Cat”, are among the members of 
the committee selected by Iran’s Farabi 
Cinema Foundation.

Among the films is Asghar Farhadi’s 
“The Salesman”, which received the 
awards for best screenplay and best 
actor, won by Shahab Hosseini, at the 
69th Cannes Film Festival this year.

The film is about Emad and Rana 
who move into a new flat in the center 
of Tehran. An incident linked to the 
previous tenant dramatically changes 
the young couple’s life.

The lineup also includes “Standing 
in the Dust” by Mohammad-Hossein 
Mahdavian, which was crowned best 
film at the 34th Fajr Film Festival and 

the 18th Iran Cinema Celebration.
 The film is a biopic on Iranian 

commander Ahmad Motevasselian 
who was kidnapped by the Zionist 
regime in 1982 in Lebanon.

Reza Mirkarimi’s drama “The 
Daughter”, the winner of the best film 
award at the 38th Moscow International 
Film Festival, will also be reviewed.

The film, which also brought Farhad 
Aslani the award for best actor at the 
festival, focuses on the generational 
gap in contemporary Iran.

“Lanturi”, Reza Dormishian’s acid 
attack drama, and “Nahid” by Ida 
Panahandeh are the other films on the 
lineup.  

The films were chosen from a 
shortlist of eight. “Wednesday, May 9” 
by Vahid Jalilvand, “A Dragon Arrives” 
by Mani Haqiqi and “Life+1 Day” by 
Saeid Rustai were dropped from the 
shortlist.

This year ’s deadline for submissions 
is October 3 and the Academy 
announces the accepted eligible films 
later that month.

TEHRAN — The 
living legend 

of Persian traditional music, 
Mohammadreza Shajarian, who was 
in Sacramento, California to receive 
treatment for his kidney cancer, has 
returned home.

Deputy Culture Minister for Artistic 
Affairs Ali Moradkhani confirmed the 
news on Friday, the Persian service of 
ISNA reported.

The news was also confirmed by 
his son Homayun who posted on his 
Instagram account on Friday.

“This morning (Friday), father has 
come back to Iran. Thank God he is 
much better than he was over the 
past few months, and that is why his 
physicians let him travel back home to 
continue his further treatment in Iran,” 
Homayun wrote on his page.

He also expressed his thanks to 
the officials who had made their best 
efforts to help ease the way for his 
return. 

In a video released on March 
20, Shajarian announced that he is 

battling kidney cancer. He had called 
the disease “a 15-year-old guest” that 
is “friendly” with him and added that 
he will soon return to the stage.

Moreover, his Colleagues and fans 
are scheduled to come together in his 
hometown of Mashhad on September 
21 to celebrate his 76th birthday.

Cultural elites of the country have 
been invited to the celebration. The 
decision was made when the master 
was not in Iran. Who knows, the 
master might be attending his own 
birthday celebration on that day 
after all.

Noon:12:59        Evening: 7:26        Dawn: 5:25 (tomorrow)            Sunrise: 6:49 (tomorrow)
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Composer calls concertgoers’ warm 
welcome for “Untold” “a phenomenon”    

Resistance festival to 
host U.S. filmmaker 
Abdallah Omeish

Tehran’s Milad Tower 
hosting “Color of 
Peace”

Intl. biennial of 
Persian wraps up

TEHRAN — The 14th of the 
International Resistance Film 

Festival (IRFF) will host the U.S. filmmaker Abdallah 
Omeish in Tehran from September 23 to 30.

Omiesh will travel to Tehran to promote his 
documentary “The War Around Us” at the event.

The International Resistance Film Festival will be 
held in Tehran from September 23 to 30, during 
the Sacred Defense Week to commemorate the 
anniversary of the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war.

TEHRAN — An exhibition of 
paintings by 85 artists opened at 

Tehran’s Milad Tower on Wednesday to celebrate 
the International Day of Peace, which falls on 
September 21.

Over 100 paintings on the theme of world peace 
and friendship between nations are on display at 
the exhibition.

Entitled “Color of Peace”, the exhibit will run 
until September 21, at the Western Gallery of Milad 
Tower.  

TEHRAN — The 4th Iranian 
International Calligraphy 

Biennial came to an end on Thursday in Qazvin 
with honoring some calligraphers.

Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Ali 
Jannati and a number of other cultural officials 
and artists attended the closing ceremony of the 
event. 

The biennial was organized by the culture 
ministry and the Qazvin Calligraphers Association 
at Sad-us-Saltaneh Passage from August 27 to 
September 15.

 N E W S  I N  B R I E F

Concertgoers flock to the foot of Milad Tower in Tehran to watch 
a performance of the “Untold” tour concert.

Hafez Nazeri accepts a bouquet of flowers from one of his fans (not 
seen) after a performance of his “Untold” tour concert at the foot of 
Milad Tower in Tehran on August 4, 2016. (IRNA/Marzieh Soleimani)
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 Iconic Persian vocalist Shahram Nazeri (L) and his son, Hafez, perform the “Untold” tour concert at the foot of Milad Tower in Tehran on 
August 12, 2016.                                                                                                                                                       (Mehr/Babak Borzuyeh)

Iran observing Shahriar 
National Day 

TEHRAN — Persian literature aficionados 
and literati from across the country will 

commemorate poet Hossein Behjat Tabrizi (1906-1988), 
known as Shahriar, today on his death anniversary, which is 
Shahriar National Day.

The day is also celebrated as Iran’s National Day of 
Poetry and Literature.

Tehran’s Vahdat Hall will be hosting a ceremony in honor 
of the poet with different programs, Asghar Fardi, the 
secretary of Iran’s National Day of Poetry and Literature said 
in a press conference on Wednesday.

Iran’s National Orchestra is scheduled to perform 
pieces of poetry by Shahriar, while a number of scholars 
are expected to deliver speeches on Persian poetry and 
literature, said Fardi, who was also a student of Shahriar.

“We also asked the family of Shahriar to attend the 
ceremony, but they preferred to attend the ceremony to be 
held in the birthplace of Shahriar in Tabriz,” he added. 

Moreover, the northern Iranian city of Gorgan will be 
hosting a seminar to commemorate the poet, Golestan 
Department of Culture and Islamic Guidance announced in 
a press release published on Friday.

A number of literati have been invited, while poet 
Abdoljabbar Kakai is also expected to attend the seminar.

Shahriar published his first book of poems in 1929, with 
prefaces by Persian literature scholars Mohammad-Taqi 
Bahar, Saeid Nafisi and Pejman Bakhtiari. 

“Heidar Babaya Salam” is Shahriar ’s most famous Azari 
language poetry collection, which is dedicated to his 
birthplace, the village of Heidar Baba. 

His poems are mainly influenced by Hafez. “The Blessing 
Bird of Good Omen”, which is about Imam Ali (AS), is his 
other noteworthy credit.
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