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Iran to host International 
Association of Science 
Parks in 2018

U.S. approves export 
of Boeing, Airbus 
planes to Iran

Iran to play friendly 
with Thailand 
in Bangkok

Turkish experts invited 
to Tehran conference 
on Rumi
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

“For Iran to play a pivotal 
role, it must enhance 

its own presence in the 
countries of the Silk 

Road, including those in 
South and Central Asia,” 

South Alabama University 
academic says.
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Tens of foreign 
firms to attend Iran 
Sea Expo 2016 

TEHRAN — Tens of 
companies from nine 

countries will participate in the 4th edi-
tion of the International Maritime Exhi-
bition of Iran, known as Iran Sea Expo 
2016, which will be held in Tehran on 
September 24-26, the executive man-
ager of the exhibition told IRNA. 

According to Gholamreza Rezaieey-
an, in addition to Iranian exhibitors, tens 
of foreign companies from Italy, Oman, 
Germany, Japan, France, England, South 
Korea, Kazakhstan, and China will show-
case their recent products in this event. 

The exhibition will encompass pre-
senting services and equipment in a 
wide range of fields, including ship-
ping industry, marine transportation, 
military affairs and defense, oceanog-
raphy and meteorology, hydrography 
and mapping, offshore oil and gas 
equipment, ship building and repair 
services, maritime law, electronics and 
telecommunications, tourism and etc.

TEHRAN — A professor of political science says 
Iran is an important country in the Silk Road 
project as China and Iran have already estab-
lished “extensive” relationship.

“Iran is, of course, a major country in this pro-
ject, and China already has extensive relations 
with Iran,” Nader Entessar from South Alabama 
University tells the Tehran Times. 

Under the project - also called One Belt, One 
Road - China aims to invest in infrastructure projects 
including railways and power grids in Central, West 
and Southern Asia, as well as Africa and Europe.

Following is the text of the interview with En-
tessar:

 Why is China is trying to revive the an-
cient Silk Road?

A: China has been interested in reviving the 
Silk Road project for many years. China sees the 
countries of the old Silk Road as important eco-
nomic markets for its goods and services.  Also, 
as Beijing increases its political muscle, it may be 
interested in enhancing its strategic presence in 

the countries of the old Silk Road.
 What can be the importance of Iran in 

this project?
A: Iran is, of course, a major country in this 

project, and China already has extensive rela-
tions with Iran.  But for Iran to play a pivotal role, 
it must enhance its own presence in the coun-
tries of the Silk Road, including those in South 
and Central Asia, and play a bigger economic 
role there than it plays now.

 How does the European Union look at 
the project? Can it be considered as a threat 
to the EU itself? A: The European Union has had an ambiv-

alent feeling towards the Silk Road project.  I 
don’t think the EU views it as a major threat to 
its own interests per se.  But the EU and China 
are economic competitors globally, and obvi-
ously they try to maximize their own gains and 
minimize their losses anytime they compete for 
greater access to a particular market.

 Can the Silk Road lead to an improve-
ment in relations between Iran and the EU?

A: Not necessarily.  The EU and Iran have 
a number of other areas for cooperation and 
contestation.

TEHRAN — 
Reza Dormishi-

an, the Iranian director of ac-
claimed movies “I’m Not Angry” 
and “Lanturi”, has been selected as 
a jury member at the 32nd War-
saw Film Festival, the organizers 
announced on Thursday.

He will join the jury for the 
Competition 1-2, which will screen 
first and second films by directors 
from all over the world.

Dormishian was an assistant to 
some prestigious Iranian filmmak-
ers, including Dariush Mehrjui and 
Alireza Davudnejad. He started his 

directorial career in 2002 making 
short films and documentaries.

 The jury also includes Polish pro-
ducer Iza Igel and the U.S.-based 
Mexican director Rafael Palaccio Illing-
worth.

The festival is scheduled to be 
held from October 7 to 16.

TEHRAN — The 18th General 
Assembly of World Crafts Council 

kicks off today in the historical Iranian city of Isfahan, 
bringing together about 200 creative artisans, crafts-
people and authorities from the member states. 

The inauguration ceremony of the four-day 
assembly is scheduled to take place on Sunday at 
Chehel Sotoun, the magnificent Safavid-era pavilion 
and garden that is situated in the heart of Isfahan.

Attendees to the event are from Australia, Bang-
ladesh, China, Denmark, Egypt, India, Italy, the UAE, 
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Pakistan, Britain, Uru-
guay and several other countries.

The 8th World Crafts Council-Asia Pacific Region 

(WCC-APR) Meeting as well as the 36th WCC-APR 
General Assembly are on timeline of the first day, 
Bahman Namvar-Motlaq, the deputy director of 
Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 
Organization(CHTHO), was quoted as saying by 
CHTN on September 19. 

Training workshops, professional meetings as 
well as a fair with 80 pavilions that will put on show 
a wide range of nationwide and global handicrafts 
are amongst the side-section programs, Nam-
var-Motlaq stated.

The CHTHO is also slated to present top ten 
Iranian craftspeople with “the creative-hand award” 
to honor their lifetime achievements during a 

side-section program, he added.
Several high-ranking officials and attendees will 

tight knots on an exquisite Tabriz-made Persian car-
pet setting out to deliver the message of peace and 
friendship to all nations around the world.

Back in 2015, the executives of the World Crafts 
Council picked Isfahan and Tabriz as world cities of 
handicrafts and carpets, respectively.

Founded in 1964, the WCC is a non-prof-
it, non-governmental organization, which aims at 
strengthening protective measures for craftspeople 
and getting their products into fresh markets. It also 
emphasizes the need to maintain inherited traditions 
yet setting eyes on subtle use of modern technologies. 

Iran is a major country in Silk Road project: expert 

Reza Dormishian on Warsaw Film Festival jury

Isfahan opens doors to General Assembly of World Crafts Council

U.S. has not 
used post-JCPOA 
atmosphere, 
Rouhani says

TEHRAN — Irani-
an President Hassan 

Rouhani said on Thursday that the U.S. 
is the only country that has not used 
the atmosphere created after the con-
clusion of the nuclear deal, officially 
called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA).

Talking in a press conference in 
New York, Rouhani said Iran has offi-
cially announced that U.S. corpora-
tions can invest in Iran. 

“The wrong and cumbersome law 
which has been adopted against Iran 
has always been harmful to the U.S. 
and will be; otherwise, the business-
men, experts and entrepreneurs can 
travel to Iran,” he added. 

Rouhani said that the Iranian and 
U.S. people have “good” and “friend-
ly” relations, noting that Iran has 
problems only with the U.S. govern-
ment.

He also said that sanctions have 
always been “wrong tools” and detri-
mental to all.

“There were two important issues 
about the sanctions. The oil and gas 
sanctions have been removed com-
pletely after implementation of the 
JCPOA, but there are problems in the 
area of banking relations and the sig-
natories to the agreement should fulfill 
obligations in this respect,” Rouhani 
explained.

The president criticized the U.S. ap-
proach toward the enforcement of the 
nuclear deal, saying there are “delays” 
and “non-transparency” on the part of 
the U.S. in meeting its obligations. 

He cited delay in selling airplanes to 
Iran and lack of transparency in bank-
ing transactions with Iran as examples.

The Iranian president also said that 
the JCPOA has been beneficial to all 
countries, because the impediments 
to economic relations have been re-
moved after implementation of the 
nuclear agreement.

Iran and the 5+1 group - the United 
States, Britain, France, China and Rus-
sia plus Germany - finalized the text of 
the JCPOA in Vienna in July 2015. The 
nuclear deal went into effect in Janu-
ary 2016.                                     1 3

200 schools to 
be inaugurated in 
underprivileged 
areas 

TEHRAN — 200 
schools built by 

Barekat charity foundation in under-
privileged areas of Iran will be inau-
gurated on September 25, IRNA news 
agency reported.

The schools which are comprising 
some 1,300 classes are built in prov-
inces such as Fars, Lorestan, Bushehr, 
and Sistan-Baluchestan. 

Based on a contract signed with 
schools renovating, developing and 
equipping organization, Barekat char-
ity foundation is committed to build 
some 950 schools comprising 5,100 
classes for some 127,500 students na-
tionwide costing 4 trillion rials (nearly 
$115m).

 So far the charity foundation succeed-
ed in constructing 200 schools by spend-
ing 1.3 trillion rials (nearly $37m).

In general, the charity organization 
has built some 778 schools with 4,065 
classes for about 101,000 students na-
tionwide. 

Tehran to host 
ECO customs 

administration 
heads in Oct.

TEHRAN — The 
7th meeting of the 

Economic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO) Council of Heads of Customs 
Administration (CHCA) will be held in 
Tehran from October 17 to 19.

According to Iran’s Customs Ad-
ministration, secretary generals of 
ECO, International Road Transport Un-
ion (IRU), and Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) will take part 
in the meeting, IRIB reported.

The meeting plans to focus on eas-
ing customs cooperation among ECO 
members including electronic data 
interchange, implementation of Trans-
portation Trust Fund Authority (TTFA) 
and etc.

ECO is an intergovernmental re-
gional organization established in 
1985 by Iran, Pakistan and Turkey for 
the purpose of promoting econom-
ic, technical and cultural cooperation 
among the member states.

In 1992, the organization was ex-
panded to include seven new mem-
bers, namely Islamic Republic of Af-
ghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, 
Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Re-
public, Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmen-
istan and Republic of Uzbekistan. 

Over the past 12 years the mem-
ber states have been collaborating to 
accelerate the pace of regional devel-
opment through their common en-
deavors. 

Intl. 
Resistance 

Film Festival 
kicks off in 

Tehran 
TEHRAN — The 
14th edition of the 

International Resistance Film Festival 
(IRFF) was inaugurated on Friday with 
a large number of participants at Teh-
ran’s Art Bureau Hall.

The ceremony opened with speech-
es delivered by Islamic Republic of Iran 
Broadcasting (IRIB) Director Abdol-Ali 
Ali-Asgari and Supreme National Secu-
rity Council Secretary Ali Shamkhani.

The festival running until September 
30 is held annually during the Sacred 
Defense Week to commemorate the an-
niversary of the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war.

Twenty-eight documentary films, 
including films by the U.S. filmmakers 
Michael Moore and Oliver Stone, will 
be screened in the documentary sec-
tion of the festival during the event, 
organizers have announced.

Among the highlights of the lineup 
are Moore’s “Where to Invade Next”, in 
which he spends time in some Euro-
pean and African countries where he 
compares their methods of dealing 
with social and economic problems 
with the methods in the U.S.

  “Mi Amigo Hugo”, Stone’s documen-
tary about Hugo Chavez, a Venezuelan 
politician who served as the 64th presi-
dent of Venezuela from 1999 to 2013, has 
also been selected for the festival.    1 6

Iranian director Reza Dormishian in an 
undated photo

TEHRAN — Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani said on Friday 

that the U.S. has “promised” to rectify its failure in the 
implementation of the nuclear deal, officially called 

the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).  
Iran and the six powers (the five permanent 

members of the UN Security Council plus Germa-
ny) that negotiated the July 2015 nuclear deal held 

two rounds of talks on Wednesday and Thursday 
in New York on the quality of the implementation 
of the deal, first at the level of director generals 
and then at the level of foreign ministers.     2

Rouhani: U.S. vows to rectify 
failures in JCPOA implementation 

Qeshm Naft-e-Nik Co.
(Private Joint Stock)

Call for Tenderers 
Qeshm Naft-e-Nik Company’s 

GtPP Project
See page 7
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Peanut festival held in northern Iran 
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TEHRAN — The Irani-
an ambassador to Af-

ghanistan has said Tehran fully supports 
the recent draft peace deal between the 
Afghan government and Hezb-e Islami 
Afghanistan (Islamic Party) as it works to-
ward a more secure and stable Afghani-
stan, ISNA reported on Friday. 

“The principled policy of Iran is to 
back stability and security as key to de-
velopment in Afghanistan and Tehran 
welcomes any event which contributes to 
the strengthening of stability and resto-
ration of security,” said Mohammad Reza 
Bahrami.

Led by warlord Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
Hezb-e Islami Afghanistan is the largest 
militant group after Taliban. 

An initial draft of the peace arrange-
ment was signed on Thursday by Nation-
al Security Advisor Hanif Atmar, the head 
of the HIA delegation Muhammad Amin 
Karim, and Chief of the High Peace Coun-
cil Syed Ahmad Gilani, according to Af-
ghan media outlets after nearly two years 

of negotiations. 
To Iran, according to the ambassador, 

restoration of peace to Afghanistan is vi-
able only through dialogue between all 

players in the country and the Afghan 
government. 

“Dialogue between the (Afghan) 
government and different anti-govern-
ment currents is the most important 
solution to restore security to the coun-
try and boost stability,” Bahrami pointed 
out. 

In an August visit to Tehran, Hanif At-
mar hailed Tehran’s constructive role in 
Afghanistan in his meeting with Supreme 
National Security Council Secretary Ali 
Shamkhani.  

Under the peace agreement, HIA has 
agreed to a cessation of hostilities in ex-
change for recognition of the group by 
the Afghan government. 

Also, under the 25-article deal, the Af-
ghan government has accepted to help 
the delisting of HIA leaders from the UN 
black list. 

For the peace deal to go through, 
President Ashraf Ghani and HIA leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar have to sign off 
on it.
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TEHRAN — Reducing the role of 
Moscow to providing air support to 

ground troops in Syria, the former IRGC commander has 
warned the Russians against being dragged into a deal 
with Washington which trims Iran’s “share” in Syria.

Recently, the U.S. and Russia have moved closer to a 
more coordinated mission in Syria under the “Joint Im-
plementation Group” (JIG) which allows for “integrated” 
yet specified air attacks by the two in the beleaguered 
country. 

Moscow and Washington also announced on Sep-
tember 9 in Geneva an arrangement in Syria which 
brought about a ceasefire three days after, now appear-
ing to be faltering.

“Currently, there is an arrangement between the 
Americans and Russians. I hope the Russians are not 

deceived by the Americans by being dragged into a 
game that benefits Washington more or gives a smaller 
share to Iran,” said Major General Yahya Rahim Safavi on 
Thursday at a TV program.   

Iran has been assisting the Syrian government 
and army in its advisory capacity, aligning with 
Russia in a war now five years and a half on. 

Rahim Safavi, who is a senior advisor to the 
Leader on military affairs, ap-
peared pessimistic about 
what is going on between 
Russia and Washington in 
Syria, drawing the attention of 
Iranian diplomats to any sort of 
appeasement between the two 
powers. 

“Our politicians and foreign policy officials must be 
careful that the interests of Iran and its share are not 
ignored by the international players,” he cautioned.  

Rahim Safavi’s remarks come weeks after Tehran 
and Moscow showed stronger determination to 
back the Syrian government with Iran allowing a 
squadron of Russian bombers and fighters con-
ducted air strikes against militants’ strongholds in 

Syrian, flying from the Nojeh air base in 
Hamadan.   

“The world of politics is not trust-
able and we should recognize that 
it is the interests and role (of coun-
tries) not trust and beliefs that 
matter in politics,” the military ex-
pert reminded.

Ex-IRGC chief warns Russians of compromise on Iran’s share in Syria 
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TEHRAN — The IRGC’s sec-
ond-in-command has pointed 

to Iran's military capability, saying the country has 
many tunnels packed with missiles in different lo-
cations.

“We have tunnels and silos spread across the 
country which are full of missiles and weapons, and 
ready to be fired at the enemies in case of need,” 
Hossein Salami told IRIB TV on Thursday night.

He underlined that Iran will chase any enemy 
who tries to cause the slightest damage to Iran’s 
self-esteem.

Salami: Iran has 
many tunnels filled 
with missiles in 
different places 
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TEHRAN — The principlist 
Combatant Clergy Association 

on Thursday selected two of its key figures, Mizan 
news agency reported.

Hojjatoleslam Mohammad Hassan Torabi Fard 
was chosen as the body’s vice-chancellor and Qola-
mreza Mesbahi Moqaddam as the spokesperson.

Now that the body knows its key figures, it will 
start meetings with other principlist groups and 
parties to discuss their policies for the next year’s 
presidential elections, sources have said.

Combatant Clergy 
Association names 
vice-chancellor, 
spokesman
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Principlist group 
forms committee 
for council elections

TEHRAN — The Front of the 
Followers of the Line of Imam 

and Leadership has formed a committee for the 
council election in Tehran, Mehr reported.

Announcing the news, spokesman Jamaleddin 
Sajjadi said on Thursday that the committee has 
been set up to coordinate policies in regard to the 
council elections which will be held simultaneously 
with presidential polls in the spring of 2107.

The committee’s policies will be in line with the 
clerical community, he said.

The committee has asked all principlist parties 
and groups to introduce their favored candidates 
for council election in Tehran so that 21 are finally 
selected, he added.

P O L I T I C S
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Cleric: No one 
dares to attack Iran

TEHRAN — Kazem Seddiqi has 
underlined that enemies do not 

even dare to think of attacking Iran because they 
are aware of the Iranian Armed Forces’ crushing re-
sponse, Fars reported.

“Iran has shown that it is not looking for attack-
ing other countries, but if any country engages in 
aggression against us, it should know that Iran will 
give a crushing response in return,” Kazem Seddiqi 
told worshippers in Tehran. 

P O L I T I C S
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Tehran hails Afghan government’s 
peace draft with Hekmatyar 

Afghan government and Hezb-e Islami Afghanistan ink draft peace deal on Thursday.
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TEHRAN — Supreme National Secu-
rity Council Secretary Ali Shamkhani 

said on Friday that Saudi Arabia’s conduct regarding the 
Mina disaster insinuates that the incident may have been 
an inside job, IRIB reported.

“The Saudi government’s conduct, its refusal 
to apologize to the families of the victims and its 
negligence in finding those at fault in the tragic 
incident, raises doubts about the involvement of 
Saudi officials in the incident,” Shamkhani said on 
Friday.

Hundreds of pilgrims were killed in the stampede in 
Mina, Mecca, on September 24 last year. Among the 

dead were more than 460 Iranians.
The top Iranian security official stressed that the tragic 

incident must not be overlooked.
Shamkhani also railed against the West for its sup-

port for the crimes committed by the House of Saud, 
adding that Western countries’ double standards in 
dealing with humanitarian catastrophes have made 
the regressive regime shameless in continuing its 
atrocities.

“Today, the same regime, that is responsible for com-
mitting crimes and massacring Muslims in Yemen, Syria, 
and Iraq, is the strategic partner of the West and Israel,” 
the security official lamented.

The official went on to say that the Mina tragedy has 
left a “dark stain” on Saudi Arabia’s reputation that will 
never disappear.

Earlier this month, Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei took a swipe at the 
Saudi regime for its mismanagement of hajj pilgrim-
age, urging Muslim nations to take hajj away from 
Saudi Arabia.

“Because of these rulers’ oppressive behavior to-
wards God’s guests, the world of Islam must funda-
mentally reconsider the management of the two holy 
places and the issue of hajj,” the Leader said in an 
open letter addressed to the Muslim world.

Saudi conduct insinuates involvement in Mina tragedy: security official

TEHRAN — Iranian 
President Hassan Rou-

hani told Greek Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras on Thursday that Tehran wel-
comes expansion of relations with Athens 
in various spheres.

The two countries’ capacities has laid 
the grounds for deepening cooperation 

especially in economic area, Rouhani 
said.

Rouhani who met Tsipras on the side-
lines of the UN General Assembly meet-
ing in New York said a “new chapter” has 
been opened in Tehran-Athens ties. 

He highlighted the importance of 
strengthening banking relations between 

the two countries.
“Banking relations form the core of 

economic ties, and at the same time the 
two countries’ private sectors should be 
encouraged to cooperate and do joint 
ventures,” he noted.

Tsipras also said that Greece seeks to 
expand relations with Iran in various areas 

especially economic sphere.
He added that Athens seeks to be a 

“bridge” in Iran’s ties with Europe.
He also invited Rouhani to take a visit 

to Greece.
Rouhani was in New York to attend the 

annual UN General Assembly. He arrived 
in Tehran on Friday.

Iran welcomes expansion of ties with Greece
P O L I T I C S
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 1   The meetings were based on 
the Joint Commission tasked with over-
seeing the implementation of the deal 
which went into effect on January 16, 
2016.

“…all members and participants (at 
the meetings) strongly announced to 
the U.S. that the performance of the 
country is not precisely in harmo-
ny with the JCPOA and Washington 
promised to rectify the approach,” 
Rouhani told reporters upon his ar-
rival at Tehran after attending the UN 

summit in New York. 
Rouhani added, “ That the six 

countries cautioned the U.S. to 
rectify its behavior and adopted a 
united posit ion was an impor tant 
success for the Islamic Republic of 
Iran.”

The president also said according 
to the JCPOA if any country violates 
the deal it will first be notified and at 
the next stage, the issue will be dis-
cussed by director generals and min-
isters.

Rouhani: U.S. vows to rectify failures in JCPOA implementation 

The foreign ministers of Iran and the 5+1 countries along with the EU foreign policy chief met 
in New York on Thursday to assess the implementation of the nuclear deal, officially called the 
JCPOA. It was the first meeting of foreign ministers since the deal went into force.

Riyadh arming 
Komala, MKO: 
Rezaei

TEHRAN — The secretary of the 
Expediency Council has said Sau-

di Arabia is arming the Komala and MKO groups 
against Iran.

Mohsen Rezaei said his statement is backed with 
the confessions that terrorists have made while un-
der arrest, Mashreq reported on Thursday.

“They do not care for Arabs, do not care for 
Sunnis. Their foundations lie on cooperation with 
Israel and America,” Rezaei said.

“ The root of  th is  v ic ious p lan was f rom 
the beginning draf ted against  I s lam and 
Is lamic awakening.”

P O L I T I C S
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TEHRAN — The Iranian Foreign Min-
istry spokesman has condemned air-

strikes on civilians in Yemen by the Saudi-led coalition, 
saying the international indifference to the atrocities and 
arm deals with the child killer regime have growingly 
emboldened the caliphate.    

The latest in a series of strikes on a residential neigh-
borhood in the Red Sea port city of Hodeidah by Saudi 
warplanes on Wednesday left a dozen of unguarded 
Yemeni people, including children and women, dead 
and some more injured. 

“It is unfortunate that the indifference of the inter-
national community and continuation of arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia have growingly emboldened the regime 
in its attacks on the oppressed and unguarded Yemeni 
people,” said Bahram Qassemi. 

In early September U.S. President Barack Obama's 
administration offered Saudi Arabia more than $115 
billion in weapons, other military equipment and 

training, the most of any U.S. administration in the 
71-year U.S.-Saudi alliance, a report seen by Reuters 
found.

The spokesman also lambasted the West for turning 
a blind eye to the Saudis’ atrocities in Yemen, saying their 
silence makes them more disgusting in the eyes of the 
public opinion.  

“There is no doubt that the meaningful silence 
of some European countries toward the killing of 
the innocent people and continuation of destructive 
arms sales to Saudi Arabia will increasingly make 
them more disgusting in the eyes of the public 
opinion.” 

Riyadh’s invasion on Yemen, the poorest of Arab 
countries, has left hundreds of thousands of people 
killed and injured and millions displaced. 

Tehran raps Riyadh for relentless airstrikes on Yemeni civilians 
P O L I T I C S
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Soleimani: Iran 
enjoying highest 
level of security in 
region
TEHRAN — The commander of 
the IRGC Quds Force has praised 

the high level of security in Iran as well as its in-
fluential role in the region and the larger Muslim 
world.

“Iran enjoys the deepest range of cultural, po-
litical and religious predominance in the Islamic 
world,” Qassem Soleimani said on Friday, Nasim 
reported.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Soleimani criticized the 
Saudi regime for having “unjustly seized” the House 
of God in Mecca and handling the Hajj affairs inef-
fectively.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k



Afghanistan: Hezb-i-Islami 
armed group signs peace deal
Afghanistan has signed a peace agreement with Hezb-i-Is-
lami, paving the way for the armed group's commander, 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, to make a political comeback despite 
allegations of war crimes during the 1990s.

Government officials praised 
Thursday's agreement in the 
capital Kabul as a step to-
wards peace, while critics said 
it opened the door to one of 
the most infamous figures in 
Afghanistan's civil war to play 
a role in the country's already 
divisive politics.

"I hope that this is the 
beginning of a permanent 
peace in our country," said 
Sayed Ahmad Gilani, head of 
the government's High Peace 
Council and one of the signa-
tories of the agreement, according to Reuters news agency. 

The deal with the largely dormant Hezb-i-Islami marks a 
symbolic victory for President Ashraf Ghani who has strug-
gled to revive peace talks with the more powerful Taliban 
fighters while, at the same time, attempting to reintegrate 
other controversial military figures into society by granting 
immunity for past crimes.

Thursday's agreement grants Hekmatyar amnesty for his 
offences and the release of certain Hezb-i-Islami prisoners.

The government also agreed to press for the lifting of in-
ternational sanctions on Hekmatyar, who was designated a 
"global terrorist" by the US for his suspected ties to al-Qaeda 
and the Taliban.

Once branded the "butcher of Kabul", Hekmatyar was a 
prominent anti-Soviet commander in the 1980s who stands 
accused of killing thousands of people when his fighters fired 
on civilian areas of the capital city during the 1992-1996 civil 
war.

Neither Hekmatyar nor Ghani were present at the signing 
ceremony on Thursday.

Al Jazeera's Jennifer Glasse, reporting from Kabul, said the 
government hopes the peace deal "paves the way for future 
peace with the Taliban".

"That it will be a template for future peace with the Tal-
iban. Afghans will be watching very closely in the coming 
weeks and months how this deal is implemented," Glasse 
said.   

"This is not just a peace deal between Hezb-i-Islami 
and the government of Afghanistan," Mohammad Amin 
Karim, head of the group's delegation, said at the cere-
mony.

"It is a beginning of a new era of peace all around the 
country," he said, according to the AFP news agency.

The agreement will come into force when it is formal-
ly signed by Ghani and Hekmatyar, the government said, 
though no date has been set.

The current security situation in Afghanistan is unlikely to 
see much change as a result of the deal, said Timor Sharan, a 
Kabul-based analyst for the International Crisis Group. 

"The deal will have little impact on the dynamics of con-
flict," Sharan told Reuters.

"The government's rationale is that by luring Hekmatyar 
on board, other insurgent groups might be encouraged to 
consider peace too." (Source: Al Jazeera)
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UNITED NATIONS — President Has-
san Rouhani took to the most prominent 
international stage on Thursday to warn 
the U.S. that any violation of the inter-
nationally recognized nuclear deal with 
Iran will “further erode the credibility” of 
Washington in the world.

Addressing the annual UN General 
Assembly in New York, Rouhani said, “Any 
failure on the part of the United States in 
implementing it (the nuclear deal) would 
constitute an international wrongful act” 
that “would be objected to by the inter-
national community.”

Following if the full text of President 
Rouhani’s speech at the UN:

In the name of God, the most Com-
passionate, the most Merciful

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the two Worlds, 
and peace be upon our Prophet Moham-
mad and his family and companions.

Mr. President,
I congratulate you on your election as 

the president of the 71st Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly and 
I hope that the decisions and initiatives 
taken by this Assembly play an effective 
role in resolving the problems that our 
world is currently facing.

Mr. President,
Mr. Secretary-General,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
15 years have passed since the pain-

ful terrorist attack in this city; a disaster 
whose human dimensions moved the en-
tire world. On that day, no one imagined 
that this occurrence would lead to larger 
disasters, resulting in a devastating war in 
the Middle East and the spread of insecu-
rity across the globe. This war has sown 

the seeds of borderless terrorism every-
where on earth. Today, the most pressing 
question as to why we are facing such a 
situation should be on the agenda of inter-
national forums. We need to find out which 
approaches, policies and erroneous actions 
paved the way for the spread of insecurity 
throughout the world. And what would be 
the picture the world 15 years from now.

Security has become a global prob-
lem at a time when major powers are 
mainly focusing on advancing different 
methods of repression and military inter-
vention under the pretext of creating a 
secure environment for their citizens. The 
genesis of borderless violent extremism 
and terrorism could be attributed to the 
security strategies developed by major 
powers in the past 15 years. The main 
lesson to learn from the analysis of this 
trend is that security in one region at the 

cost of insecurity in others would not only 
be impossible but it could also lead to 
more insecurity everywhere.

The terrorists even went as far as 
claiming to have established States in 
the Levant, Iraq and Libya. More unfor-
tunately, they hide their nefarious intents 
behind religious literature, thus turning 
a compassionate religion into an instru-
ment of violence and terror by spreading 
extremist and Takfiri propaganda.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The century that began with terror 

and violence in New York should not 
continue with hostile competitions and 
expanding conflicts in the Middle East.

Today in fact, the discourse of hatred 
and violence in the Middle East and North 
Africa is spreading with an astonishing 
speed, and this region is stuck in a web of 
the most savage and destructive policies. 

Millions of Syrians are stranded in deserts 
and high seas, and hundreds of thousands 
of them are subjected to violent deaths. 
Iraqis of every ethnic group are concerned 
about their territorial integrity and the fu-
ture of their homeland. The defenceless 
people of Yemen are subjected to daily 
aerial bombardment, and Afghanistan, fol-
lowing decades of occupation and atrocity, 
is yet to find comfort from suffering, vio-
lence and terror. The oppressed Palestini-
ans are still afflicted by a web of apartheid 
policies and atrocities set by the usurping 
Zionist regime.

Undoubtedly, if the region is to reverse 
the current dangerous trend into one to-
wards development and stability, certain 
countries must stop bombing their neigh-
bours, and abandon supporting Takfiri ter-
rorist groups; and, while accepting respon-
sibility, try to compensate for past mistakes.  
If the Saudi government is serious about 
its vision for development and regional 
security, it must cease and desist from di-
visive policies, spread of hate ideology and 
trampling upon the rights of neighbours, 
accept its responsibility for the protection 
of the lives and dignity of pilgrims and con-
struct its relations with the nations in the 
region on the basis of mutual respect and 
accountability.

The future of our region rests on deal-
ing with fundamental challenges such as 
security crises, due to the inefficiency and 
the lack of legitimacy of governments. We 
won't be able to combat criminal and ter-
rorist networks without genuine democracy 
and without a real participatory approach 
at the national and transnational levels.

(See the full text on the Tehran 
Times website)

Rouhani warns violation of nuclear 
deal will erode U.S. credibility
President tells Saudis to stop divisive policies in Middle East 

The Syrian army has announced the start of a new large-
scale military operation in Aleppo aimed at flushing for-
eign-sponsored Takfiri militants from the eastern flanks 
of the strategic northwestern city.

The Syrian Command of Military Operations in Alep-
po announced on Thursday that the offensive has been 
mounted, urging civilians to avoid areas where militants 
are congregated, Syria’s official news agency SANA re-
ported.

It added that government forces had already pre-
pared corridors for those willing to leave eastern Alep-
po, and necessary facilities to receive and accommodate 
civilians had been prepared.

 Syria talks
Meanwhile, a high-level international meeting on 

the Syrian crisis broke up in New York on Thursday after 
parties could not reach an agreement to resuscitate a 
collapsed ceasefire in Syria.

US Secretary of State John Kerry said his Russian 
counterpart Sergei Lavrov had opposed requests to 
ground Russian and Syrian fighter jets and stop the 
bombardment of terrorist positions.

“The question now is whether there remains any real 
chance of moving forward, because it is clear that we 
cannot continue on the same path any longer,” Kerry 
said.

“The first thing that we have to do is to find a way 
to restore credibility to the process. The only way to 
achieve that is if the ones that have the air power in 
that part of the conflict simply stop using it,” the top US 

diplomat commented.
Kerry said he would meet Lavrov again on Friday, 

though confidence-building measures seemed beyond 
reach at this point.

Lavrov told Russian media that the consultations 
would continue to "guarantee" the ceasefire.

There are “attempts on the part of some of our part-
ners to make it so that only unilateral steps are taken 
by the Syrian government,” the Russian foreign minister 
said.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov was 
also quoted as saying that Kerry’s “plan won’t work.”

On September 9, Russia and the United States 
agreed on a milestone deal on the Syrian crisis after 
some 13 hours of marathon talks in the Swiss city of 
Geneva.

The deal, which began on September 12 and was 
initially agreed to last seven days, called for increased 
humanitarian aid for those trapped inside Aleppo.

The Syrian army announced an end to the week-long 
ceasefire on Monday, blaming militants for its failure. It 
said militant groups "did not commit to a single element" 
of the truce. 

Russia later criticized the United States for not doing 
enough to rein in militants in Syria to protect the truce 
deal, saying continued violations of the ceasefire by mil-
itants made it “senseless” for Damascus to stick to the 
agreement.  

“Syrian servicemen and peaceful citizens are still 
dying. The cause of this is the fact the United States 
has no effective leverage to influence Syria's op-
position and is unaware of the real situation on the 
ground,” Lieutenant-General Sergei Rudskoi, a senior 
Russian Defense Ministry official, told reporters earlier 
this week.

Syria has been gripped by foreign-backed militancy 
since March 2011. Over the past few months, the Takfiri 
militants active in the Arab country have suffered ma-
jor setbacks as the Syrian army has managed to liberate 
several areas.

According to UN Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de 
Mistura, more than 400,000 people have been killed 
in the conflict in Syria. The UN has stopped its official 
casualty count in Syria, citing its inability to verify the 
figures it receives from various sources.

(Source: SANA)

Syria army starts offensive to recapture militant-held eastern Aleppo

The Iraqi army says its forces have 
taken control of the strategic north-
ern town of Shirqat from ISIL (Daesh) 
terrorist group, in a military operation 
launched ahead of a push to recap-
ture the armed group's stronghold of 
Mosul.

Security forces began the operation to 
oust ISIL (also known as the Islamic State 
in Iraq and the Levant, or ISIS) on Tues-
day, backed by both Iraqi and U.S.-led 
coalition aircraft.

Iraqi forces "completely liberated the 
Shirqat district and raised the Iraqi flag 
over the government headquarters" in 
the town, the country's Joint Operations 
Command said in a statement on Thurs-
day.

The town lies on the west bank of the 
Tigris river in Salaheddin province, 260km 
northwest of Baghdad and around 80km 
south of Mosul. 

ISIL overran large areas north and 
west of Baghdad in 2014, but Iraqi forces 
backed by U.S.-led air strikes and train-
ing have since retaken significant ground, 
including the cities of Tikrit , Rama-
di and Fallujah .

The recapturing of Shirqat came a day 

after a top U.S. military officer said that 
the final push for Mosul could begin next 
month.

"We assess today that the Iraqis will 
have in early October all the forces 
marshalled, trained, fielded, equipped 
that are necessary for operations in 
Mosul," US General Joe Dunford, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said 
at a military event in Washington on 
Wednesday.

"Timing of that operation now is 
really just a function of a political de-
cision by Prime Minister [Haider al-]
Abadi."

 “Turkey troops hinder Mosul lib-
eration”

Meanwhile, the Iraqi prime minister has 
renewed the call for Turkish troops deployed 
in the country since last year to withdraw 
as they complicate the battle to retake the 
northern Daesh stronghold of Mosul.

Haider al-Abadi made the remarks on 
Thursday, addressing world leaders at the 
71st Session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in New York.

“I call on the international community 
to support and respect the sovereignty of 
Iraq and to call on Turkey to withdraw its 
forces in Iraq, whose presence, despite 

the rejections from the Iraqi people, hin-
ders our efforts to liberate Nineveh prov-
ince (Mosul),” Abadi said.

Last December, Turkey deployed 
some 150 soldiers, equipped with heavy 
weapons and backed by 20 to 25 tanks, 
to the outskirts of Mosul, the capital of 
Iraq’s northern Nineveh Province and the 
country’s second-largest city.

Ankara claimed the deployment was 
part of a mission to train and equip Ira-
qi Kurdish Peshmerga forces in the fight 
against Daesh, but Baghdad denounced 
the unauthorized move as a violation of 
Iraq’s sovereignty.

In July, Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibra-
him al-Jaafari called on Arab states to 
pressure Turkey into pulling the forces 
out, saying Turkey was failing to fulfill its 
pledge to withdraw. He stressed that Iraq 
had no need for Turkish troops on its soil.

During the Thursday speech, the Iraqi 
premier also said his country was mostly 
liberated from Daesh. He reiterated the 
pledge for the liberation by year-end of 
Mosul, which fell to Daesh in 2014, when 
the group unleashed its campaign of 
death and destruction in the country.

(Source: agencies)

Iraq: Security forces recapture Shirqat from ISIL
Abadi urges Turkish troops to leave Iraq soil

Amnesty blasts Bahraini 
court’s decision to uphold 
al-Wefaq ban
Leading human rights group Amnesty International has 
strongly denounced a decision by a Bahraini court to uphold 
a ban on the country’s main Shia opposition group al-Wefaq.

Philip Luther, Amnesty International’s research and advo-
cacy director, said on Thursday that, “The decision to uphold 
the dissolution of al-Wefaq is a flagrant attack on freedom of 
expression and association and a brazen attempt to suppress 
criticism of the government in Bahrain.”

Luther said that authorities in the Persian Gulf country 
have failed to present any evidence that al-Wefaq was an-
ything more than a peaceful opposition movement, “which 
has been seeking reform in the country in the face of increas-
ing government repression.”

He also criticized Manama for having no institutions that 
can probe government decisions.

“In the absence of independent institutions to scrutinize 
the government and hold the authorities to account, peace-
ful opposition movements are particularly important. Silenc-
ing critical voices encourages further human rights violations 
and abuse of power.”

In June, a Bahraini lower court ordered the closure of 
al-Wefaq National Islamic Society’s offices. One month later, 
the court ordered the dissolution of the group over alleged 
accusations of “harboring terrorism,” inciting violence and 
encouraging protests. It further ruled that al-Wefaq’s funds 
be seized by the Manama regime.

The move sparked criticism from the United Nations and 
rights groups.

Back in May, a court increased from four to nine years 
the prison term for Sheikh Ali Salman, al-Wefaq’s secretary 
general. The cleric had been arrested in December 2014 on 
charges of attempting to overthrow the Bahraini regime and 
collaborating with foreign powers, allegations rejected by 
Salman.

Salman said he was kept in interview rooms for 26 hours 
without sleep and ordered to remove his religious attire with 
authorities seeking to “insult and intimidate” him.

Several rights groups have frequently censured Bahrain 
for rampant human rights abuses against opposition activists 
and anti-regime demonstrators.

(Source: Press TV)
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F Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau an-
nounced Thursday he’s launched exploratory talks 
toward a free trade deal with China — Canada’s 
second biggest trading partner.

Trudeau made the remarks in a news confer-
ence with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang in Ottawa. 
Trudeau also said talks were in progress about 
reaching an extradition treaty.

Trudeau visited China earlier this month. Li 
said back to back visits in less than a month 
shows that China-Canada relations are moving 
to a new stage.

Trudeau said they want double bilateral trade 
by 2025.

Japan’s government must not rely solely on the 
Bank of Japan to boost economic growth and defeat 
deflation, following the central bank’s decision to re-
boot its monetary policy framework, Finance Minis-
ter Taro Aso said on Friday.

The BOJ on Wednesday shifted to targeting in-
terest rates on Japanese government bonds as the 
focus of its massive monetary easing program, drop-
ping its explicit target of increasing base money.

“I understand that this was adopted as a neces-
sary step to achieve the 2 percent inflation target as 
quickly as possible based on a joint statement be-
tween the government and the BOJ,” Aso told re-
porters after a cabinet meeting.

Mexican tycoon Carlos Slim bought into 
a 1.3-billion-euro ($1.46 billion) share sale 
launched by Caixabank on Thursday through his 
financial firm Inbursa, a source with knowledge of 
the operation said on Friday.

The purchase of around €100 million marks 
another of Slim’s incursions into the Spanish 
market, where the billionaire has amassed major-
ity stakes in builder FCC and property firm Realia 
and launched takeover bids for both.

The source said Slim’s Grupo Financiero In-
bursa was one of two institutional investors that 
on Thursday bought €380 million worth of shares 
in Caixabank, Spain’s third largest lender.

Iran gains 90% of projected 
tax income in H1
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Canada and China 
announce free trade 
talks

Japan must not rely 
solely on BoJ to revive 
economy: Japanese 
fin. min.

Carlos Slim buys into 
€1.3b euro share sale 
by Spain’s Caixabank

TEHRAN — Iran 
gained 90 percent of its 

projected tax income for the first half of 
the current Iranian calendar year (March 
20-Setemebr 21), IRNA quoted Iranian Tax 
Administration Deputy Head for Direct Tax 
Affairs Nader Jannati as saying on Septem-
ber 21.

The official also noted that tax income 
accounts for seven percent of Iran’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) which should be 
increased to 10 percent according to the 
country’s Sixth Five-Year National Develop-
ment Plan (2016-2021).

As Kamel Taqavinejad, the head of Ira-
nian Tax Administration, announced in May, 
the administration could collect 90 percent 
of its expected tax income in the past Ira-

nian year of 1394 (which ended on March 
19, 2016).

President Hassan Rouhani’s economic 
strategy is to significantly reduce the gov-
ernment’s dependency on oil and instead 
collect tax more systematically.

According to the budget bill for the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year, tax incomes are 
projected to rise by 14 percent from the 
last year’s 880 trillion rials (about $25.4 bil-
lion) to one quadrillion rials (about $28.9 
billion), Iran’s Management and Planning 
Organization Director Mohammad Baqer 
Nobakht said in January.

As reported in late September 2015, the 
Iranian government could manage to earn 
more from tax receipts than oil revenues for 
the first time in almost half a century.

ECONOMY
d e s k

ECONOMY
d e s k

Iran Telecom 2016 to host 
over 270 companies

TEHRAN — Over 200 Iranian and 70 for-
eign companies will participate in 17th Inter-

national Exhibition of Telecommunications, Information Technol-
ogy & Innovative CIT Solutions of Iran (Iran Telecom 2016), ISNA 
reported on Friday quoting Davoud Zare’ian, the spokesman of 
Telecommunication Company of Iran.

The exhibition will be inaugurated in the presence of Ira-
nian Communications and Information Technology Minis-
ter Mahmoud Vaezi at the Tehran Permanent International Fair-
grounds on September 25 and will run for four days. 

Zare’ian also announced that three new areas namely e-gov-
ernment, national data base, and fiber-optic communication will 
be added to this year’s edition of the event.

Iran plans rail link with 
Europe via Bulgaria
A railroad link with Europe that uses Georgia and Bulgaria as 
gateways into the continent is on the agenda for Iran, the Bul-
garian President Rosen Plevneliev’s press office has said.

The announcement has been made after a meeting of Plev-
neliev with his Iranian counterpart, Hassan Rouhani.

Both leaders are in New York for the 71st session of the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

The two discussed the possibilities for Iranian companies to 
set foot in Europe after the lifting of economic sanctions on the 
Islamic republic.

Bulgaria’s competitive advantages (such as the favorable tax 
system) for doing business could be used in the process, Plev-
neliev has told Rouhani.

The two have also discussed prospective cooperation in 
pharmaceuticals and the options to set up joint Bulgarian-Ira-
nian companies in the field.                      (Source: novinite.com)

U.S. licensing grants to sell 
planes in Iran are credit 
positive for Airbus, Boeing, 
suppliers: Moody’s
The U.S. Treasury Department’s recent decision to grant export 
licenses to Airbus and Boeing to sell commercial airplanes in 
Iran is a credit positive development for both companies and 
the broader commercial aerospace supply chain, says Moody’s 
Investors Service in a new report.

“The U.S. Treasury announcement lends further support to 
our positive view of the commercial aerospace market,” says 
Moody’s Senior Vice President Russell Solomon. “After a short 
period of pause in 2015-16 we continue to believe the com-
mercial aerospace market will resume its growth in deliveries at 
higher rates in 2017-18.”

Moody’s estimates that Iran affords large commercial aircraft 
manufacturers a prospective boost of as much as 3 percent to 
future industry demand through the next decade, or about 400-
500 jets for Iranian airlines.                              (Source: Moody’s)

Central banks have been doing their best to pep up de-
mand. Now they need help. They do not naturally crave 
the limelight. But for the past decade the attention on cen-
tral bankers has been unblinking—and increasingly hostile. 
During the financial crisis the Federal Reserve and other 
central banks were hailed for their actions: by slashing rates 
and printing money to buy bonds, they stopped a shock 
from becoming a depression. Now their signature policy, of 
keeping interest rates low or even negative, is at the center 
of the biggest macroeconomic debate in a generation.

The central bankers say that ultra-loose monetary 
policy remains essential to prop up still-weak economies 
and hit their inflation targets. The Bank of Japan (BOJ) this 
week promised to keep ten-year government bond yields 
around zero. On September 21st the Federal Reserve put 
off a rate rise yet again. In the wake of the Brexit vote, the 
Bank of England has cut its main policy rate to 0.25 percent, 
the lowest in its 300-year history.

 Come Yellen and high water
But a growing chorus of critics frets about the effects 

of the low-rate world—a topsy-turvy place where savers 
are charged a fee, where the yields on a large fraction of 
rich-world government debt come with a minus sign, and 
where central banks matter more than markets in deciding 
how capital is allocated. Politicians have waded in. Donald 
Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, has accused 
Janet Yellen, the Fed’s chairman, of keeping rates low for 
political reasons. Wolfgang Schäuble, Germany’s finance 
minister, blames the European Central Bank for the rise of 
Alternative for Germany, a right-wing party.

This is a debate on which both sides get a lot wrong. 
It is too simple to say that central bankers are causing the 
low-rate world; they are also reacting to it. Real long-term 
interest rates have been declining for decades, driven by 
fundamental factors such as ageing populations and the 
integration of savings-rich China into the world economy. 
Nor have they been reckless. In most of the rich world in-
flation is below the official target. Indeed, in some ways 
central banks have not been bold enough. Only now, for 
example, has the BOJ explicitly pledged to overshoot its 2 
percent inflation target. The Fed still seems anxious to push 
up rates as soon as it can.

Yet the evidence is mounting that the distortions caused 

by the low-rate world are growing even as the gains are 
diminishing. The pension-plan deficits of companies and 
local governments have ballooned because it costs more 
to honor future pension promises when interest rates fall. 
Banks, which normally make money from the difference 
between short-term and long-term rates, struggle when 
rates are flat or negative. That impairs their ability to make 
loans even to the creditworthy. Unendingly low rates have 
skewed financial markets, ensuring a big sell-off if rates 
were suddenly to rise. The longer this goes on, the greater 
the perils that accumulate.

To live safely in a low-rate world, it is time to move be-
yond a reliance on central banks. Structural reforms to in-
crease underlying growth rates have a vital role. But their 
effects materialize only slowly and economies need succor 
now. The most urgent priority is to enlist fiscal policy. The 
main tool for fighting recessions has to shift from central 
banks to governments.

To anyone who remembers the 1960s and 1970s, that 
idea will seem both familiar and worrying. Back then gov-
ernments took it for granted that it was their responsibility 
to pep up demand. The problem was that politicians were 
good at cutting taxes and increasing spending to boost the 
economy, but hopeless at reversing course when such a 
boost was no longer needed. Fiscal stimulus became syn-
onymous with an ever-bigger state. The task today is to find 
a form of fiscal policy that can revive the economy in the 
bad times without entrenching government in the good.

That means going beyond the standard response to 
calls for more public spending: namely, infrastructure in-
vestment. To be clear, spending on productive infrastruc-

ture is a good thing. Much of the rich world could do with 
new toll roads, railways and airports, and it will never be 
cheaper to build them. To manage the risk of white-ele-
phant projects, private-sector partners should be involved 
from the start. Pension and insurance funds are desperate 
for long-lasting assets that will generate the steady income 
they have promised to retirees. Specialist pension funds 
can advise on a project’s merits, with one eye on eventually 
buying the assets in question.

But infrastructure spending is not the best way to prop 
up weak demand. Ambitious capital projects cannot be 
turned on and off to fine-tune the economy. They are a 
nightmare to plan, take ages to deliver and risk becoming 
bogged down in politics. To be effective as a countercyclical 
tool, fiscal policy must mimic the best features of modern-
day monetary policy, whereby independent central banks 
can act immediately to loosen or tighten as circumstances 
require.

 Small-government Keynesianism
Politicians will not—and should not—hand over big 

budget decisions to technocrats. Yet there are ways to 
make fiscal policy less politicized and more responsive. 
Independent fiscal councils, like Britain’s Office for Budget 
Responsibility, can help depoliticize public-spending deci-
sions, but they do nothing to speed up fiscal action. For 
that, more automaticity is needed, binding some spend-
ing to changes in the economic cycle. The duration and 
generosity of unemployment benefits could be linked to 
the overall joblessness rate in the economy, for example. 
Sales taxes, income-tax deductions or tax-free allowances 
on saving could similarly vary in line with the state of the 
economy, using the unemployment rate as the lodestar.

All this may seem unlikely to happen. Central banks 
have had to take on so much responsibility since the finan-
cial crisis because politicians have so far failed to shoulder 
theirs. But each new twist on ultra-loose monetary policy 
has less power and more drawbacks. When the next down-
turn comes, this kind of fiscal ammunition will be desper-
ately needed. Only a small share of public spending needs 
to be affected for fiscal policy to be an effective recession-
fighting weapon. Rather than blaming central bankers for 
the low-rate world, it is time for governments to help them.

(Source: The Economist)

The U.S. Treasury Department has granted 
permission to Boeing and Airbus to ex-
port commercial planes to Iran, a Treasury 
spokesperson told NPR. The government 
has approved a deal — not yet finalized 
— for Boeing to sell IranAir 80 commercial 
passenger aircraft.

Thumbs-up from the Treasury is a major 
step forward on a key portion of last year’s 
deal between Iran and six world powers 
including the U.S., in which Iran agreed to 
curb its nuclear program in exchange for 
relief from decades-long sanctions. That 
relief officially started in January, as we re-
ported.

“These licenses contain strict conditions 
to ensure that the planes will be used ex-
clusively for commercial passenger use and 

cannot be resold or transferred to a des-
ignated entity,” the Treasury spokesperson 
said.

Boeing and Iran reached a $20 billion 
provisional agreement in late June for 80 
aircraft, as NPR’s Jackie Northam reported.

Since then, the Treasury has “spent 
months scrutinizing the deal to see what 
technology will be used on the planes, and 
whether anyone remaining on a U.S. sanc-
tions list is involved in the deal,” Jackie said.

She added that this marks the first time 
that Boeing has sold planes to Iran since its 
1979 revolution. Jackie reports, “There is 
ferocious competition between Boeing and 
Airbus, and a good chance Boeing would 
be locked out of the Iranian market for dec-
ades if it didn’t get this approval.”

The new aircraft are a major step toward 
modernizing and expanding “the country’s 
elderly fleet”, as Reuters reported.

The Treasury also granted Boeing’s 
competitor Airbus a license to sell 17 air-
craft to IranAir, as Jackie reported. “Even 
though Airbus is based in Europe, it needs 
U.S. approval because its planes contain so-
phisticated technological equipment made 
in America. That includes the computers 
and navigational equipment.”

Both companies received the green light 
to sell a mix of wide-body and single aisle 
jets, Jackie said.

She has reported that this deal is seen 
as an important test case for doing busi-
ness with Iran, including big questions on 
financing:

“Commercial aircraft are one of the very 
few products U.S. companies are allowed to 
sell to Iran. Even so, a deal has to be done 
without using American dollars or the U.S. 
financial system. This creates a problem 
even for international companies wanting 
to sell to Iran because most foreign banks 
have partnerships with American banks.

“Former Treasury official Elizabeth 
Rosenberg says that’s why all eyes are on 
Boeing to see if it can find innovative ways 
to pick through this financial minefield.”

The deals are also likely to “test conserv-
ative opposition” to the nuclear agreement 
in both the U.S. and Iran, as Reuters report-
ed. In the U.S., many Republican lawmakers 
are against selling Iran planes, as are some 
conservatives in Iran.         (Source: npr.org)

The low-rate world

Iranian Tax Administration Deputy Head for Direct Tax Affairs Nader Jannati

U.S. approves export of Boeing, Airbus planes to Iran

France’s economy shrank 
slightly in Q2
France’s economy contracted in the second quarter, statistics 
agency Insee said Friday.

Second-quarter gross domestic product in the eurozone’s 
second largest economy fell by 0.1 percent quarter-on-quarter, 

according to a final reading. 
Insee previously said GDP 
growth was flat in the second 
quarter.

Still, economists expect 
growth of around the same 
level this year as in 2015, after 
a buoyant first quarter when 
GDP rose 0.7 percent from the 
previous quarter.

The disappointing GDP 
data comes days after France 
announced its 2017 budget.

The government pledged 
tax cuts and extra spending 
on defense, security and youth 

employment that it says won’t swell the deficit in President Fran-
çois Hollande’s last budget before presidential elections next year.

French Finance Minister Michel Sapin said on Tuesday that the 
budget would bring the deficit down to 2.7 percent of economic 
output in 2017 from a forecast 3.3 percent for this year, despite 
€9 billion ($10 billion) in extra spending announced in the spring 
by Hollande.

The Socialist government’s optimism about France’s economy 
and finances ahead of the 2017 elections has drawn criticism from 
conservative opposition leaders. Contenders in center-right pri-
maries have forecast the budget deficit will grow next year after 
Hollande’s promises to finance training schemes for young peo-
ple and increase security and military spending after a spate of 
terror attacks in France.                   (Source: Wall Street Journal)
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Yahoo has fallen victim to the world’s big-
gest data breach. And, as a consequence, 
so has much of the world.

The company says that 500 million 
accounts were exposed in a huge hack 
that it has said was carried out by a state-
sponsored attacker, the Independent re-
ported.

It is not only the largest hack by the 
number of accounts lost, but might be 
one of the most significant of recent 
years. It threatens to derail the company 
just as it is being bought by Verizon – a 
deal that was thought by some to be its 
saviour.

But far more important than the effect 
on Yahoo is the effect on the company’s 
hundreds of millions of users. Here’s what 
to do if you think you might be one of 
them – and even if you don’t.

Presume that you have been. Yahoo 
has said that people who are affected will 
have been notified – but there’s no guar-
antee that you will have heard yet, and 
Yahoo might not even be able to get hold 
of you if your account is especially old.

Given that 500 million accounts 
have been compromised, the chance 
of actually knowing and hearing from 
Yahoo or anyone else is very low, and 
the chance of being caught up in it is 
high. It’s safest just to work as if you’ve 
already been hacked.

In fact, that’s usually the safest thing to 
do in general. As the Yahoo hack demon-
strated, you might well have already had 
your data stolen on any of the services 
that you use, and not know about it. So 
it’s worth proceeding as if that’s the case – 
regularly changing passwords, using two-
factor authentication, and making sure 
that you don’t use the same password 
across different accounts.

 But what if I don’t use Yahoo?
It doesn’t really matter, since it’s worth 

taking all of these precautions anyway. 
And Yahoo has been going for years, tak-
ing in a huge number of products – so 
you might well have had an account with 
the company at some point, even if it’s 

not in use now.
 What’s the first thing to do?

Change your password on Yahoo – 
and then probably change every other 
password. The risk is hugely increased 
if you’ve ever used the same password 
on different sites, but it might be worth 
changing everything you can just to 
make sure.

Start with the most vulnerable ac-
counts – internet banking, your email, 
and so on – and work out. Make sure that 
they’re all different.

 Is there anything more I can do?
Passwords are notoriously terrible – 

they’re only really used because the va-
riety of alternatives like biometric data 
haven’t been rolled out yet. But there are 

some ways to make your stuff more se-
cure.

For any site that uses two factor au-
thentication, you should turn it on. That 
will usually take the form of signing your 
phone up to the account – you’ll then re-
ceive a text message from the company 
whenever you try to log in, which will in-
clude a code that you’ll have to input into 
the site. That way, at least theoretically, 
people won’t be able to log in without 
physical access to your phone.

Almost every major internet company 
now supports two factor authentication, 
and it’s probably not worth trusting anyone 
that handles sensitive data and still doesn’t.

Another thing that’s worth doing is us-
ing a password manager. It can be a bit 

of a bother since it’s more complicated 
to log in and requires you to use special 
software – but it’s far more secure.

Password managers can generated 
random passwords for each account, 
meaning that not only will no passwords 
be shared, they’ll also individually be far 
more secure. Popular ones include 1Pass-
word, Dashlane and LastPass.

 What should I do if I think I've 
been hacked?

Yahoo's own advice, published to Tum-
blr, made clear that it's worth watching for 
any suspicious activity in any of your ac-
counts in the coming days. That includes 
your email and your bank accounts, as 
well as anything else.

"Review your accounts for suspicious 
activity," Yahoo told users. "Be cautious 
of any unsolicited communications that 
ask for your personal information or refer 
you to a web page asking for personal 
information.

"Avoid clicking on links or download-
ing attachments from suspicious emails."

 What is Yahoo going to do?
The company has committed to 

work hard to protect the people already 
hacked, and to make sure that it's not 
hacked again. But it did so in slightly 
grand language – meaning that it's not 
really clear exactly how it's going to 
help.

Bob Lord, Yahoo's chief information 
security officer, said: "An increasingly 
connected world has come with increas-
ingly sophisticated threats. Industry, gov-
ernment and users are constantly in the 
crosshairs of adversaries.

"Through strategic proactive detec-
tion initiatives and active response to 
unauthorised access of accounts, Yahoo 
will continue to strive to stay ahead of 
these ever-evolving online threats and 
to keep our users and our platforms 
secure."

More important will be what Yahoo is 
forced to do by users. There is already 
a discussion about class action law suits 
and compensation to users.

Yahoo hack hit 500 million users
How to protect yourself from the world’s biggest hack

NEWS
10 hot titles of IT world

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed 
by savvy tech users:

1- McLaren denied Apple takeover after reports 
of £1.5bn offer.

The Woking-based supercar manufacturer and F1 
team owners have rejected reports of a possible Apple 
takeover.

According to London-based newspaper The Financial 
Times, the two companies have been in discussions for 
months about a deal, and the tech company is "consid-
ering a full takeover of McLaren or a strategic invest-
ment."

McLaren chose to issue a statement on Wednesday to re-
ject claims made in the Financial Times that talks between 
them and Apple had been ongoing “for several months”, al-
though while they dismissed the report, they did add that 
they “regularly” hold “confidential conversations with a wide 
range of parties.”

The statement read: "We can confirm that McLaren is not 
in discussion with Apple in respect of any potential invest-
ment.

"As you would expect, the nature of our brand means we 
regularly have confidential conversations with a wide range 
of parties, but we keep them confidential."

The report also added that Apple were considering mak-
ing a partial investment in McLaren if a complete takeover 
was not possible.

2- Samsung plans to re-introduce the Galaxy Note 7 is 
South Korea. The smartphone will be available for purchase 
once again beginning September 28. However, that might be 
a problem since many customers from Samsung's home turf 
missed the recall deadline and have yet to exchange their 
faulty Galaxy Note 7 phones.

Samsung is expected to resume Galaxy Note 7 sales in the 
United States by the end of next month and Europeans who 
have yet to buy the phablet will be able to do that in by late 
November.

3- Amazon pushes customers towards more expensive 
products with automated suggestions.

An investigation looking at 250 products over several 
weeks found that three-quarters of the time Amazon’s own 
products appeared in the buy box.

A customer would pay 20 per cent more on average if 
they bought what appeared in the buy box, instead of the 
same products at the lowest price on the platform, according 
to ProPublica.

4- Donald Trump says America is about to lose control of 
the internet and give it to the UN.   13

Compiled by Alireza Khorasani
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F E A T U R E
Nicolas Sarkozy’s bigotry 
cannot define our worth as 
children of immigrants 

The former president’s comments about white ancestry 
are widely shared. We people of color must fight this 
colonial revisionism. 

“If you want to become French, you speak French, you live like the 
French. We will no longer settle for integration that does not work, 
we will require assimilation.” These were the words of former French 
president Nicolas Sarkozy last week. He went on: “Once you become 
French, your ancestors are the Gauls. ‘I love France, I learned the his-
tory of France, I see myself as French,’ is what you must say.”

Last week, personalities from both sides of the political 
spectrum expressed their concern over this statement, made 
by Sarkozy last Monday night during a meeting in Franconville, 
a north Paris suburb. Curiously, the part that stirred up most 
controversy was the idea that, once you become French, the 
Gauls are your ancestors. This declaration is historically incor-
rect: Gaul is actually a geographical construct conceptualized 
by the Romans to refer to a territory bringing people of varied 
origins together. This notion was later used by Napoleon III, 
after defeat in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870, to rally the 
French around symbols such as courage and strength.

Sarkozy is only continuing a trend he made popular; after all, 
he is the president who created the controversial National Identity 
and Immigration ministry in 2007. Unsurprisingly, the rest of his 
comments didn’t receive the same criticism. The selective outrage 
ignores the rehabilitation of the principle of assimilation, setting 
whiteness as the ideal and erasing people of color once again. 

 Assimilation
While the majority may think that Sarkozy simply meant 

that those who move to France must obey the laws of the 
republic, his comments silence all non-white French people 
and deny the violence of assimilation. The word “assimilation” 
itself refers to the second phase of the colonization process, 
the first step being “conquest” and the last “pacification”. As 
Martinican writer and philosopher Edouard Glissant said: 
“Speaking French is more important than saying something.” 
Young writer Fanta Sylla comments on that relationship with 
the French language in her essay A Year in France: “Who knew 
better than the Caribbean, Martinican poets what French 
colonial occupation and assimilation does to one’s ability to 
speak and express oneself? Who else described the kind of 
speechlessness and ventriloquism produced by (French) co-
lonialism/assimilation? Who described better linguistic eras-
ure and dispossession? I wouldn’t be able to write without 
them. I am standing on their shoulders. They (are some of the 
generous individuals who) taught me how to speak.”

Colonial nostalgia is making a comeback in France. It 
never left completely, but the approaching presidential elec-
tion seems to have unleashed something. Two weeks ago, it 
was François Fillon, the ex-prime minister, publicly stating that 
“colonization”. This is historical revisionism, nothing more. 
What about the rape, murder, forced work, not to mention 
the “fear, inferiority complex, tremor, kneeling (and) despair”, 
as Aimé Césaire described. And remember Nadine Morano’s 
comments last year? The former secretary of state for family 
said on television that France was a country of “white race”.

This desperate hunt to reclaim myths and symbols of white-
ness wouldn’t be so hurtful if every type of gathering between 
people of color wasn’t seen as self-ghettoization, wouldn’t be 
so senseless if those of us with layered identities didn’t feel as 
though we are constantly ordered to somehow shrink ourselves, 
wouldn’t be so hypocritical coming from a self-proclaimed 
colorblind country. A “rhizome identity” – one that is forced to 
grow underground – is the only way to think outside the binary 
and nostalgic narrative of French politicians. 

 The image of the rhizome
Glissant applied this idea to post-structuralisms Gilles Deleuze 

and Félix Guattari: the image of the rhizome (multiple root in one 
plant) was used to qualify the plural identity as opposed to the 
single root identity. In contrast to the model of atavistic cultures, 
the silhouette of the rhizome places identity in the development 
of composite cultures through a networking of external inputs.

Let’s be clear, Sarkozy is not the problem. He is not the only 
one who promotes these notions of enmity. We must remain 
united against the constant infantilisation of French people, the 
ban of the critical mind. The only way children of immigrants 
can fight is to refuse assimilation, to familiarize ourselves with 
the idea of creolization and to stop defining ourselves and our 
worth as a reaction to bigotry.                 (Source: The Guardian)

“A photograph, no matter how emo-
tionally wrenching, can only do so 
much,” wrote Paul Slovic and Nicole 

Smith Dahmen in QZ.com.
The photograph referenced in their 

comment was that of three-year-old 
Aylan Kurdi, whose body was washed 
ashore on some Turkish beach in Sep-
tember 2015.

It has been over a year since that tragic 
photograph of an innocent child, face-down 
and lifeless captured the attention of the 
world, alerting the international community 
to the urgency of the horrific war in Syria.

Estimates vary, but it is fairly certain 
that anywhere between 400,000 and 
500,000 people have lost their lives in 
Syria’s ongoing war, so far. Tens of thou-
sands of those are children. The conflict 
in Syria is, perhaps, the most multifari-
ous since the Second World War. There 
are too many parties and too many proxy 
wars happening all at once.

 Reasons for war
Despite the international despair gen-

erated by Aylan’s photo, the image was 
disturbingly used by various parties to 
validate their reasons for war. In some 
way, the photograph had, itself, become 
a weapon in the hands of the warring 
parties, as opposed to a rallying cry for 
an urgent ceasefire and eventual peace.

In fact, current talks between the 
United States and Russia seem largely fo-
cused on achieving an accord that meets 
the political interests of two fiercely com-
petitive countries and, to a lesser extent, 
their war proxies. The interests of the Syr-

ian people – the likes of Aylan and his 
family – hardly seem paramount.

This reaction to Aylan’s tragic death 
was no different from the more recent 
release of a photo of a five-year-old 
boy, Omran Daqneesh. His little body was 
seated alone in the back of an ambulance 
after being dug out from underneath 
rubble – his tiny hands on his lap, his face 
dirty, bloodied and dazed.

This pitiful image was barely used as 
an opportunity to make a strong case of 
why a ceasefire must be reached; why the 
war must end. It was nothing more than 
a lost opportunity to unite the world in its 
anger and horror against this war.

Instead, the picture found its way to 
the stifling media arguments made by 
those who continue to stoke the fire for 
yet more firepower and greater military 
interventions.

The image of Omran Daqneesh was 
circulated not long after the behead-
ing of Palestinian boy Abdullah Issa by a 
vile extremist. Instead of serving as a re-
minder of the revulsion against war, the 
horrifying video of the gruesome murder 
merely instigated a propaganda cam-
paign by all sides of the war in Syria.

What has become of Syria and its people? 
This nation that was unparalleled in its beau-
ty, history, poets and intellectuals (which, like 
in Iraq, have been equally destroyed) is now 
encapsulated in a mere photograph – of a 
dead child or another dying – in photos that 
make an occasional buzz on social media cir-
cles, but eventually fade away.

It seems that the more the Syria war 
drags on, the more desensitised people be-
come to its harrowing images. Quite often, 

the media grandstanding on Syria seems to 
translate to trifling or no action at all, even 
when a platform for action is presented.

For example, the World Humanitar-
ian Summit held in Istanbul last May was 
rightly criticised for failing to adequately 
address the greatest humanitarian disas-
ter in over 70 years.

Certainly, lots of slogans were tossed 
around and fiery speeches were made, but 
aside from verbal empathy and generalised 
media action plans, nothing much of practi-
cal worth was agreed upon.

 Humanitarian consequences
If the enthusiasm for war in Syria was 

met with similar enthusiasm in addressing 
its humanitarian consequences, the situ-
ation for Syrian refugees would have not 
been as dire as it is today.

To put things in perspective, one only 
needs to marvel at these numbers:

Syria’s population is 17 million people, 
of whom: 6.6 million are internally dis-
placed in Syria itself and 4.7 million are 
refugees in the region (approximately 2.6 
million in Turkey, 1.1 million in Lebanon, 
637,000 in Jordan, 245,000 in Iraq and 
118,000 in Egypt); this is in addition to 
nearly one million seeking asylum in Eu-
rope, most of whom arrived on the con-
tinent atop small dinghies, and of whom 
thousands have died trying.

According to Mercy Corps, of the 
whole population, 13.5 million Syrians 
are in need of urgent assistance, as many 
have perished to death or are dying be-
cause of malnutrition and starvation.

There are two ways in which these 
numbers can be viewed:

One, as a way to exploit them to 

score pitiful political points – as many, 
unfortunately, do.

Another, as a way to recognise the 
hideousness of the war and unite all ef-
forts to end it with a dignified political 
settlement that recognises that, in a situ-
ation so exceedingly grim, there can be 
no winners.

But that political settlement cannot 
be an exclusive political affair, of concern 
only to the great powers.

Aylan, Omran and Abdullah are dead, 
but it is children like them who will have 
to carry the burden of Syria for many 
years to come – to heal the deep wounds 
of their nation, to rebuild it, to strug-
gle through the pain of coping with its 
bloody past.

The best way to honour these chil-
dren is by understanding that the future 
of Syria’s children cannot be determined 
according to the whims of American and 
Russian politicians but the Syrian people 
themselves.

Meanwhile, we should all refrain from 
fetishizing Syria’s tragedy without having 
to contend with the roots of its conflict, or 
playing a constructive part in pressuring 
various governments to find a solution 
that would end the ugly war and spare 
the lives of children.

Aylan, Omran and Abdullah and 50,000 
dead children in Syria deserve better, and 
the world has collectively failed them. We 
cannot deny that, but it is never too late 
to do our utmost to ensure the survival of 
those who are still alive, subsisting in refu-
gee camps or on the run in their own coun-
try, or whatever remains of it.

(Source: middleeastmonitor.com)

Honouring Aylan Kurdi by 
ending the war in Syria

Black lives matter, and they matter so much 
that everyone, black or white, is responsible 
for protecting them. That begins with de-
manding that “demonstrators” and “protest-
ers” pay a little respect to the black lives they 
say they honor.

The latest bonfire of distorted vanity by 
punks, vandals and thugs was set last Tuesday 
night in Charlotte, N.C., a city which does not 
fit the profile of a city set against black lives. 
The mayor is white, female and a Democrat, 
the police chief is black and the officer who 
shot and killed the black man he was trying to 
arrest was black. Nearly everything about the 
incident was interracial, even the riot. Some of 
the rioters were white thugs out to join a riot-
ous night on the town.

Sixteen police officers, whose lives matter, 
too, were injured, one of them seriously if 
not critically when he was hit in the face by 
a thrown rock. A police van was set afire. A 
Wal-Mart store was looted for the usual flat-
screen television sets and iPads, the target of 
choice by those looting to make a point of 
the yearning for social justice.

Police said Keith Lamont Scott was shot by an 
officer when, after he was stopped, he got out of 
his car and reached into his car for a gun.

There followed an explosion of excuse-mak-
ing on social media, with passionate assertions 
that Mr. Scott was reaching not for a gun but for 

a book (but probably not a book by Martin Luther King 
or a volume of Shakespeare’s sonnets). Charlotte Police 
Chief Kerr Putney said the officer who fired the fatal shot 
was dressed in plain clothes and accompanied by officers 
in uniform when he approached Mr. Scott.

It was not immediately clear whether Mr. Scott was 
pointing a gun at the officers, but the chief said his offic-
ers were closely studying video evidence of the attempt-
ed arrest. “I can tell you that we did not find a book that 
has been referenced to,” he told reporters. “We did find 
a weapon. The weapon was there and witnesses have 
corroborated [it], beyond just the officers.”

Police abuse in America happens. No one can dispute 
that. But by the numbers it’s an aberration, not a routine, 
and when it happens it must be punished, and punished 
severely. Wearing a badge, and enjoying all that a badge 
represents and conveys, is a privilege and an honor. 
Most police officers regard it so.

What we have seen this summer, along with incidents 
of legitimate abuse, are incidents of deliberate confron-
tations by lawbreakers with police. Most of us learn at an 
early age, taught by parents and others that obeying the 
lawful orders of policemen is a both a duty and a neces-
sity. There will be time afterward to argue whether the 
order was right and just.

Trying to disarm a cop is asking for bad trouble, be-
cause it nearly always ends in tragedy. Until the lawless 
among us learn this lesson, even if the hard way, lives 
both black and white will pay the price of foolish misjudg-
ment. The lawless must hear that, loud, long and clear.

(Source: The Washington Times)

Rioting in North Carolina

According to Mercy Corps, of the whole population, 13.5 million Syrians are in 
need of urgent assistance, as many have perished to death or are dying because of 

malnutrition and starvation.

Police abuse in America 
happens. No one can 
dispute that. But by 
the numbers it’s an 

aberration, not a routine, 
and when it happens it 
must be punished, and 

punished severely.

The tragedy of violent confrontation with the cops is repeated once more

EMBASSY OF SPAIN
COMMERCIAL SECTION

29, GOLGASHT ST. AFRICA AV. 19518 TEHRAN
TEL: (9821) 22.01.61.18

Vacancy: Market Analyst
The Economic & Commercial Office of the Embassy of Spain, Tehran, is 
seeking candidates for the post of Market Analyst.  
The successful candidate will be required to fully meet the following selection 
criteria:

 Well developed oral and written communication skills in Spanish and Farsi
 International trade and market research knowledge
 Computer skills

Applications have to be submitted in English or Spanish to the Economic 
& Commercial Office of the Embassy of Spain, Tehran by close of business 
October the 10th, 2016.  Applications submitted after the closing date will 
not be taken into consideration. For further information please contact the 
Economic & Commercial Office or check the following link: 

http://www.icex.es/icex/es/navegacion-principal/todos-nuestros-
servicios/informacion-de-mercados/paises/navegacion-principal/
empleo/oferta/index.html?idPais=IR
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Iran open to co-op in energy 
sphere: Rouhani

TEHRAN — Ad-
dressing international 

figures in separate encounters on the 
sidelines of the UN general assembly 
meeting in New York, Iran’s President 
Hassan Rouhani stressed that Iran wel-
comes cooperation in various fields es-
pecially in energy sphere, Shana report-
ed on Thursday citing the president’s 
official website.

According to Shana, in a meeting 
with Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
on Wednesday Rouhani noted that 
post-sanctions era is a good opportunity 
for Tokyo’s return to Iran’s energy market 
and to resume investment in this area.

Abe for his part emphasized the 
need for expansion of Tehran-Tokyo bi-
lateral cooperation and wished for the 
two countries’ economic cooperation to 
reach the highest levels.

 Iran ready to provide Paki-
stan’s energy needs

Also, in a meeting with Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Wednes-

day, Iranian president said that Pakistan 
can meet its energy needs through Iran.

Rouhani also mentioned the two 
countries cultural commonalities and 
noted that both sides should try to ce-
ment the economic ties alongside cul-
tural and politic relationships.

In this meeting the Pakistani prime 
minister said that the current level of trade 
relations between the two countries is not 
consistent with existing capacities, adding 
“we should increase our efforts in this area 

to facilitate economic cooperation”.
 Iran welcomes Norwegian com-

panies in energy sphere
Visiting the Prime Minister of Norway 

Erna Solberg, Rouhani called for expansion 
of bilateral relations with the Scandinavian 
country in all areas.

Referring to the potentials of the two 
countries for promotion of bilateral coop-
eration in various economic fields, Rouhani 
noted that Iran welcomes cooperation with 
Norwegian companies in various fields es-

pecially energy sector.
Solberg for her part emphasized that 

post-sanctions has create a new window and 
it is a good opportunity to deepen the ties 
between the two countries.

”We are determined to use this opportu-
nity,” she said.

She also added that Tehran and Oslo 
have great potentials for cooperation in the 
fields of industry and new technologies, and 
expressed her wishes for development of 
the two countries’ relationships in all areas.

OPEC under pressure to act in Algiers as oil surplus triples

Indonesia to receive 1st 
LPG consignment from Iran 
on Monday

TEHRAN — Indonesia’s state-owned oil and 
natural gas corporation, Pertamina, is sched-

uled to receive the first shipment of Iranian liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) on September 26, IRNA reported on Thursday.

This delivery is the result of memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) between Pertamina and the National Iranian Oil Com-
pany (NIOC) last August based on which Iran is to sell LPG to 
Indonesia during 2016 and 2017.

According to IRNA, Senior Vice President of Integrated 
Supply Chain (ISC) Pertamina Daniel Purba said on Wednes-
day that the total 44,000 metric tons (MT) of the first shipment 
includes over 22,000 MT of propane (C3) and 22,000 MT of 
butane (C4).

The company will use one of Pertamina’s ships named Gas 
2 to deliver the consignment to Kalbut Situbondo LPG loading 
terminal. 

It is estimated that the consignment will be distributed on 
October 11 or 12, 2016. 

Earlier on September 18, on the sidelines of the Non-
Aligned Summit on Margarita Island, Indonesian Vice President 
Jusuf Kalla and Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani agreed to step 
up economic cooperation.

Qeshm Naft-e-Nik Co.
(Private Joint Stock)

Call for Tenderers
Qeshm Naft-e-Nik Company intends to award the following project 
after qualification and evaluation procedures to the qualified contractor. 

Important Notes:
1. It is mandatory to present certification for being amongst Group I of National Iranian 
Petrochemical Company approved Contractor’s list.
2. Bidders shall have the relevant experience for the bid subject and good performance in 
their previous project(s); otherwise they are not considered during the evaluation phase.
3. It is mandatory to send the bid request letter considering the subject, tender and 
other required documents (if any).
4. Bidders shall provide their company’s articles of association, establishment 
documents, latest changes in the company, and their national identification number.
5. All documents shall be classified and delivered in closed envelopes to the engineering 
department (2nd floor) at the above address.
6. Documents received with delays after the deadline stated above, or incomplete 
requests will be rejected.
7. All issued documents shall be signed by the authorized representatives and stamped.

Qeshm Naft-e-Nik Co
(Private Joint Stock)

As OPEC prepares to meet in Algiers next 
week, the oil market is reminding the 
group’s members what’s at stake if they fail 
to reach a deal.

More than 800,000 barrels a day of 
additional crude is pouring into the glob-
al market this month from last as Russia 
pumps at an all-time high while Libya and 
Nigeria restore disrupted supplies, ac-
cording to statements from their ministry 
officials. That would imply a tripling of the 
supply surplus, estimated currently at about 
400,000 barrels a day by the International 
Energy Agency.

“We are overproducing and we’re 
not going to draw down inventories like 
we thought we would,” said Chris Bake, a 
senior executive at Vitol Group, the big-

gest independent crude trader. “We’re 
still building crude inventories and that’s a 
problem.”

The global oil oversupply will persist 
into 2017 as members of the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries such as 
Saudi Arabia pump near record levels, oth-
ers such as Iran and Iraq bolster capacity 
and production outside the group weath-
ers the price slump, according to the IEA. 
Prices may struggle to hold above $40 a 
barrel unless OPEC acts, Citigroup Inc. pre-
dicts.

Crude is stuck at less than half the lev-
el it averaged at the start of the decade, 
straining the finances of producers around 
the world. Oil rallied last month on spec-
ulation OPEC and Russia might revive 

a pact to cap production, though prices 
have since cooled. Brent for November 
settlement fell 41 cents, or 0.9 percent, 
to $47.24 a barrel at 12:45 p.m. in Hong 
Kong on Friday.

 Skepticism grows
While OPEC officials have been meeting 

from Vienna to Paris to Moscow in attempts 
to reach consensus, there’s skepticism a 
deal will be possible. All but two of 23 an-
alysts surveyed by Bloomberg this week 
predicted there won’t be an agreement in 
Algiers on Sept. 28.

The volatility in supply created by the 
unexpected return of exports from Libya 
and Nigeria makes it harder to settle on any 
plan for stabilizing the market, Ed Morse, 
New York-based head of commodities re-

search at Citigroup, said by phone.
 Nigerian output

Nigeria has revived output to 1.75 mil-
lion barrels a day following a cease-fire deal 
with militants in the Niger Delta region, 
Minister of State for Petroleum Resources 
Emmanuel Kachikwu said on Sept. 19. That 
compares with 1.44 million last month, near 
the lowest in more than two decades, ac-
cording to data compiled by Bloomberg.

Russia pushed output to a new record 
11.09 million barrels a day in September, 
Energy Ministry data show. While President 
Vladimir Putin said on Sept. 2 that produc-
ers can overcome the tensions that have 
so far prevented an agreement, there are 
doubts over the practicalities of Russia’s in-
volvement.                   (Source: Bloomberg)
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Renewable energy 
consumption, Iran-Denmark 
main pivot of co-op

TEHRAN — Iranian Energy Minister Hamid 
Chitchian in a Thursday meeting with his 

Danish counterpart mentioned expansion of renewable energy 
consumption the main pivot of future cooperation between the 
two countries, IRNA reported on Friday.

Chitchian who arrived in Copenhagen on Thursday, negotiat-
ed with Danish Energy, Utilities and Climate Minister Lars Chris-
tian Lilleholt on bilateral cooperation in the fields of renewable 
energies, elevating water quality, and wastewater treatment.

Referring to the technical capabilities of Denmark in renew-
able energies and also potentials of Iran in wind and solar ener-
gies, the Iranian minister said this area could be a proper ground 
for the expansion of bilateral ties.

In the end of the meeting, it was decided that Denmark’s en-
ergy minister alongside representatives of some leading Danish 
companies will travel to Iran for exploring expansion of water 
and electricity cooperation between the two countries.

Iraq will support a production ceiling 
next week at an informal meeting of 
oil producers in Algeria but aims to 
defend its share of output of between 
4.75 million and 5 million barrels per 
day, Oil Minister Jabar Ali al-Luaibi said 
on Thursday.

“Iraq’s fixed policy is to maintain 
Iraq’s share estimated at between 4.75-
5 million barrels per day,” Luaibi said in 
a statement.

OPEC and non-OPEC producers are 
expected to revive a production freeze 

deal for the first time in eight years 
when they meet in Algiers on Sept. 26-
28 after a similar initiative collapsed in 
Doha in April because Iran refused to 
restrict its supplies.

Iraq, along with Saudi Arabia, Iran 
and Russia has increased output to his-
toric highs over the past year to fight 
for market share with higher-cost pro-
ducers such as the United States where 
production has been falling back due to 
low oil prices.

Iraq is seen as one of the stumbling 

blocks to a global oil production deal 
given that it wants to increase output 
further next year, while Russia and Iran 
have probably both hit peak capac-
ity and Saudi Arabia has never tested 
higher production levels.

But Iraq’s OPEC governor Falah 
Alamri said on Thursday that Bagh-
dad would not kill a deal. “We are not 
intending to flood the market, we are 
intending to support the market ... we 
will not participate in any action that will 
reduce the price.”        (Source: Reuters)

Oil climbed to a two-week high after rival OPEC members 
Saudi Arabia and Iran met in Vienna for a second day be-
fore the wider group holds talks in Algiers.

Futures rose 2.2 percent in New York. Officials from Saudi 
Arabia and Iran, whose rivalry derailed an oil supply accord 
earlier this year, have yet to reach an agreement, a person 
who was briefed on the discussions said. Oil extended gains 
as equities advanced and the dollar fell. U.S. crude supplies 
dropped to the lowest since February, trimming stockpiles 
that remain at the highest seasonal level in at least three 
decades, government data showed Wednesday.

“The Saudi talks with Iran increase the likelihood of an 
agreement next week,” said Bob Yawger, director of the fu-
tures division at Mizuho Securities USA Inc. in New York. 
“The Iraqis are saying it’s the right time for OPEC to make a 
deal, which is also supportive.”

Oil has fluctuated since August’s rally on speculation the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries and Russia 
will agree on ways to stabilize the market when they meet 
Sept. 28. While Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro said 
members are close to a deal, all but two of 23 analysts sur-
veyed by Bloomberg said an agreement to limit production 
is unlikely. Freezing output was proposed in February, but a 
meeting in April ended with no final accord.

West Texas Intermediate for November delivery ad-
vanced 98 cents to settle at $46.32 a barrel on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. It was the highest close since Sept. 8. 
Total volume traded was about 10 percent above the 100-
day average.

 Fed announcement
Brent for November settlement rose 82 cents, or 1.8 per-

cent, to $47.65 a barrel on the London-based ICE Futures 
Europe exchange. The global benchmark closed at a $1.33 
premium to WTI.

Financial markets rallied around the world as the dol-
lar weakened after the Federal Reserve left interest rates 
unchanged Wednesday and scaled back its projections for 
future hikes. The Bloomberg Dollar Spot Index, a gauge of 
the greenback against 10 major peers, fell as much as 0.5 
percent. When the dollar falls investors flock to dollar-de-
nominated raw materials.

“This is a risk on day,” Yawger said. “Equities are up and 
the dollar is moving lower because of the Fed announce-

ment, which is supporting commodities. The negative dollar 
correlation is definitely at work.”

 ‘Right time’
Saudi Arabian and Iranian officials met at the OPEC 

headquarters to make preparations for informal discussions 
between energy ministers in Algiers, according to two peo-
ple familiar with the matter. The face-to-face talks between 
the fierce regional rivals show diplomatic efforts to secure a 
meaningful deal next week are still under way despite mar-
ket skepticism.

Now is the “right time” for OPEC to reach an agree-
ment on oil output, and crude prices may fall if members 
fail to take a decision when they meet, said Falah Al-Amri, 
Iraq’s governor to the group. Countries including Iran have 
boosted output and reached their targets, and current pric-
es are not good for producers, he said.

U.S. crude inventories fell by 6.2 million barrels last 
week, an Energy Information Administration report 
showed on Wednesday. A Bloomberg survey before the 
report forecast a gain. Output increased for a second 
week to 8.5 million barrels a day. Gasoline inventories fell 
to 225 million barrels.

“U.S. crude oil inventories fell hard last week,” said Tamas 
Varga, an analyst at PVM Oil Associates Ltd. in London. “A 
good day for oil bulls, but their optimism might not last as 
the oversupplied nature of the global oil market shows no 
signs of easing.”

(Source: Bloomberg)

Iraq targets 4.75-5m bpd share of global oil production

Oil climbs to two-week high as Saudis, Iran said to meet again
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Luxury Office in Vanak

 Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up,
 lobby, Pkg, Good access to

 highway, Suitable for Foreign
 Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Jordan
 ,sq.m, 2 rooms, 7 car Pkg 250

per sq.m $45

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Elahieh

 5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m,
 ,totally 40 rooms, large Pkg lots

Price: $40 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Vali-Asr

 sq.m, 3 rooms, almost new, 110
 Pkg, lobby

  ,Suitable for foreign Companies

Price: $40 per each Sq.m

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

زعفرانيه
300 متر، 3 خواب، سوئيت مجزا، در بهترين 
فرعی منطقه، بازسازی بسيار شيک، ٪۱۰۰ 

فروشنده
نادرنيا: ۰۹۱۲۸۴۴۰۱۵۲ 

زعفرانيه
تاپ ترين برج منطقه

260 متر، 4 خواب، 4 پارکينگ، نقشه و ويو 
بسار عالی، دسترسی بی نظير

فربد: ۰۹۱۲۸۴۸۴۲۱۶

محموديه
340 متر، 3 خواب، سوئيت مجزا، در 

مجموعه ای خاص و بی نظير
نادرنيا: ۰۹۱۲۸۴۴۰۱۵۲ 

Apt. in Jordan

2nd Fl., 150 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 
fully furn, Pkg, lobby, Good access to 

highway, 1800 USD

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan

180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, furn, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Jordan

4th Fl., 125 sq.m, 2 bdrs,

semi furn, Good access for

gust house, 1600 USD

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Farmanieh

160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh

200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, balcony, nice 
view, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bldg. in Zafranieh

3 levels, each level 400 sq.m, totally 14 
rooms, 2 entrances, pool, nice garden, 

renovated, 18000 USD 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license 

Office in Jordan
All brand new, 600 sq.m built up, open 

space, Pkg lots, $45 per Sq.m 

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

 

Whole Bldg. in Mahmoudieh
3-Storey, each apt. 160 sq.m, 

3 bdrs, with extra apt with 2 rooms, nice 

lobby, security, Pkg, 

Good access to highway,
 Suitable for Embassies, 

Negotiable: $13000 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Elahieh
400 sq.m, 4 bdrs, furn, green garden, 

outdoor pool, Pkg, $7000 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Zafranieh
1200 sq.m built up in 630 sq.m land, 2 

Apt., each apt. duplex, 8 rooms totally, 10 
Pkg, renovated, garden, 

Suitable for Embassy Price: $15000 
Negotiable

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Velenjak
800 sq.m built up in 1300 sq.m land, furn, 

large living room, 
nice garden, 9000 USD

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Aqdasieh
700 sq.m built up, 5 bdrs, outdoor pool, 

completely renovated, 
green garden, Pkg, Suitable for Embassy 

& Ambassador, $11000  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Apt. in Velenjak
6th Fl., 370 sq.m, 4 bdrs, furn

& unfurn, Tehran view, balcony, nice 
lobby, SPJ, nice design,
Good access to highway, 

Suitable for Residency, $9000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, marble 

floor, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
Brand new, 300 sq.m, 4 bdrs, unfurn, 

large balcony, $4800
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Jordan
Near to Jam-E-Jam

4th Fl., 180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, furn, 

Pkg, nice & cozy, $2500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206



times1979@gmail.com

Advertising Dept: times1979@gmail.com
430 51 450 - 430 51 405

200 MT, 
Super Luxury 

For Rent 
Fully Furnished

Tel:0912-8886915

FERESHTEH

PRIVATE PARKING LOT
Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) – Rahimzade Alley – Taleqani

Crossroads – Valiasr St.   Tell: 66476855

I n d i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

Apt. Located on the 16th floor 
in Elahieh. Has a beautiful 270° view of 
the entire city of Tehran. Approximately 

400 sq. meter. Could be rented furnished / 
unfurnished. Lots of amenities. 

Call 0912-359-9064    0912-115 4832
for more info.

Since: 1969

Address: No.52, Darya-Noorani Blv.Crossroad,
Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb

Tel: 88562040 - 88562050

Since: 1969Since: 1969

s: Noo 52 Darya Noorani llBllv Cr

EMPLOYMENT
For Management Position

1- Five-Year Management Experience in 5-Star Hotel 

and Organizing Conference and Seminar 

2- Having Minimum a Bachelor’s Degree 

3- Good Command of English Language 

4- Very Strong Public Relations and Communications 

Skill 

5- Maximum Age: 40 

villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beau�ful old trees and lush courtyard, 

swimming pool, gym and tennis court 
Mede Shah  09372748090  -  021-22051919  - Mede78@yahoo.com 

Fereshteh Bagh [Garden] Tower
350 sq.m, 4 bedrooms, super luxury, 10 sq.m balcony, fully 

furnished, chic and very beau�ful  Babak (0912-6507011)
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Tel: (021) 26 23 16 36   -  (021) 26 23 26 48

Apt ,
in jordan 
 70 sq.m,nice 

furn,newbuilding.
Mrs rezaie panah

09192375596
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In an indication of 
the more tarnish-

ing Tehran-Riyadh ties, the New York 
Times recently published an opinion 
piece by the Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Mohammad Javad Zarif declaring 
Wahhabism a “death cult” responsi-
ble for most of the Muslim world’s 
problems and blaming Saudi Arabia 
for spreading this “fanaticism.”

The New York Times piece titled 
‘Let Us Rid the World of Wahhabism’ 
lambasted Riyadh for spreading 
Wahhabism across the region and 
called for an eradication of that be-
liefs.

In his message Zarif underscored 
that: “Saudi Arabia’s effort to per-
suade its Western patrons to back its 
shortsighted tactics is based on the 
false premise that plunging the Arab 
world into further chaos will some-
how damage Iran,”. 

Zarif also stressed that Saudi Ara-
bia is playing up fears of an Iranian 
threat in order to justify its contin-
ued support to dangerous Islamist 
groups across the region. 

In his message Iranian foreign 
minister also invited the Saudi rul-
ers to put aside the rhetoric of blame 
and fear, and join hands with the rest 
of the community of nations to elimi-
nate the scourge of terrorism. 

Touching upon the crisis in Syria 
and Yemen, Zarif reiterated in his 
message that so far, the Saudis have 
succeeded in inducing their allies to 
go along with their folly, whether in 
Syria or Yemen, by playing the “Iran 
card.”

“The world cannot afford to sit 
by and witness Wahhabists targeting 
not only Christians, Jews and Shiites 
but also Sunnis. With a large section 
of the Middle East in turmoil, there is 
a grave danger that the few remain-
ing pockets of stability will be under-
mined by this clash of Wahhabism 
and mainstream Sunni Islam,” Zarif 
wrote.

 Tehran-Riyadh Dispute over 
Hajj 

After Iran and Saudi Arabia failed 
to agree on security and logistics, for 
the first time in nearly three decades, 
Iranian pilgrims could not attend this 
year Hajj rituals in Saudi Arabia. 

Just days before this year ’s hajj, 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
sent a message to the world Muslims 
on the occasion of Hajj blaming the 
Saudi rulers for saving the half-alive 
injured people in tightly closed con-
tainers instead of providing treat-
ment to them.  

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia’s Crown 
Prince and Interior Minister Moham-
med bin Nayef believes that Iran is 
attempting to “politicize” the hajj.

According to an Associated Press 
account, the September 2015 stam-
pede and crush of pilgrims killed at 
least 2,426 people. 

This is while, Saudi Arabia claims 

nearly 770 people were killed in the 
incident, but Iran, highest-suffering 
country, says over 5000 pilgrims, in-
cluding 461 Iranians, lost their lives 
in the tragedy, though Saudi Arabia 
denies the figure. 

Ayatollah Khamenei has also 
blamed Saudi Arabia for an earlier 
crane collapse in Mecca that killed 
111 people, and said the kingdom’s 
rulers had “reduced the hajj to a reli-
gious-tourist trip” while accusing Iran 
of “politicizing” the pilgrimage. 

Iranian Supreme Leader said that 
Riyadh rulers, instead of offering an 
apology and expressing regret and 
prosecuting those directly behind 
this horrible incident, even refused to 

set up an international Islamic fact-
finding mission in ultimate shame-
lessness and impudence. 

 Severance of Tehran-Riyadh 
Ties

The Hajj stampede has soured 
Iran and Saudi Arabia relations, the 
regional rivals that back opposite 
sides in the crisis in Syria and Yemen. 

In January 2016, Tehran-Riyadh 
severed diplomatic relations after 
Riyadh announced the beheading 
of Shia prominent cleric Sheikh Ba-
qir Nimr al-Nimr which drew instant 
censures from Sunni and Shia Mus-
lims across the globe. 

This feeling was also shared by 
Iranians, during which a large num-
ber of people amassed in front of the 
Saudi embassy in Tehran and Con-
sulate in Mashhad and stormed the 

buildings. 
Top Iranian officials also criticized 

the incident that was followed by Sau-
di Arabia’s severance of ties with Iran. 

In the end, it is worth mentioning 
that Zarif ’s latest Op-Ed in New York 
Times has enlightened the world 
over Riyadh’s Rulers’ atrocities in the 
region. 

As Zarif said during the past 
30 years, Saudi Arabia has spent 
tens of billions of dollars exporting 
Wahhabism through thousands of 
mosques and madrasas across the 
globe. 

Now the world is fully aware of 
Saudi Arabia’s endeavors to tarnish 
the image of real Islam with its dirty 
oil money. As a former Imam in Ko-
sovo who became a journalist who 
writes about extremist influences, 

Visar Duriqi, said: “The Saudis com-
pletely changed Islam here with their 
money.” 

Another blow to Wahhabism was 
a very recent conference in Chechn-
ya’s Grozny on Sunni Muslims and 
who can be categorized in the sect. 
The conference had invited several 
scholars and Ulama from Al-Azhar 
and all Sunni groups excluding Wah-
habi figures from Saudi Arabia thus 
separating Sunni Islam from Wah-
habism. 

Despite Saudi foreign minister 
effort in responding to Iranian FM 
Zarif ’s article in New York Times by 
writing an article on Wall Street Jour-
nal of last weekend, public opinions 
across the world are getting more 
aware and vigilant toward Saudi 
war-mongering policies. While the 
respect for Islamic holy places in the 
Arab peninsula had made all Muslims 
across the world respect Saudi offi-
cials in the kingdom, in recent years, 
by turning their back to most strate-
gic issues in world of Islam, including 
the Palestinian issue, and becoming 
a friend to Israel – which if not the 
only, at least the top common enemy 
of the whole Muslim world – public 
opinions are seeing double stand-
ards and conflicts in Saudi rulers’ 
behaviors. 

In recent years, the only thing 
which has driven Saudi politics and 
foreign policy have been petrodol-
lars which have been used for lob-
bying with western politicians, pur-
chasing huge amounts of arms from 
western countries and shouting their 
mouths by filling their pockets, or 
bribing international organizations 
as was seen and condemned by the 
world in recent case of UN’s enlist-
ment of Saudi Arabia as a child-kill-
ing regime in Yemen.

If Riyadh continues with its hypo-
critical manner and policy of por-
traying itself as a country and regime 
following Islamic teachings and acts 
in line with western countries ad Is-
raeli regime, more people across the 
world and the Muslim world will soon 
realize the double standard and the 
already tarnished image of the Arab 
country can get worsened even 
more.

Another blow to Wahhabism was a recent 
conference in Chechnya on Sunni Muslims 

which excluded Wahhabi figures from 
Saudi Arabia thus separating Sunni Islam 

from Wahhabism. 

Now the world is fully aware of Saudi 
Arabia’s endeavors to tarnish the image of 

real Islam with its dirty oil money.

Tehran slams Riyadh for 
spreading Wahhabism

Following the conclusion of the 
nuclear deal between Iran and 
great powers, the European 

Union countries, Germany in par-
ticular, are fostering their economic 
cooperation with Tehran.

For decades before sanctions 
were imposed, Berlin was Tehran’s 
biggest trading partner. The gap in 
Iranian imports from Germany and 
other Western countries was sub-
sequently filled by Chinese, Korean 
and Middle Eastern competitors, 
and now thanks to the removal of 
nuclear-related sanctions against 
Iran, economic ties between Tehran 
and Berlin have been improved.

As per the latest German govern-
ment data, German exports to Iran, 
especially of machines and equip-
ment, rose significantly in the first 
quarter of the 2016.

So far, several numbers of the 
European officials have voiced their 
readiness to continue supporting 
the implementation of agreement, 
officially known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action throughout 
the lifetime of the agreement, as well 
as the UNSC Resolution 2231. 

Thanks to being the safest and 
the most secure country in the re-
gion, Iran enjoys considerably high 
number of young population and 
educated people which make it a 
promising trading partner and mar-
ket for foreign investments.

Without doubt, Iran is considered 
as an eye-catching and lucrative 
market for several European coun-
tries like Germany with not only 80 
million people it has but also with 
400 million people given its access 
to the 400 million-strong neighbor-
ing markets.

According to the International 
Monetary Fund, Germany enjoys the 
largest economy in Europe with a 
nominal gross domestic product in 

2016 of $3.5 trillion. 
Touching upon the economic 

growth rate in Iran, estimated at 
5 percent this year, it would bring 
about positive prospect for the 
country to lure foreign investments.

 Iran-EU economic center in 
Germany 

On May 2016, in an indication 
of warming economic relations be-
tween Iran and European countries, 

particularly Germany, Iran-EU cent-
er for economic cooperation was 
opened in Germany.

Iranian officials believe that the 
center can serve as a turning point 
in fostering Tehran-Berlin economic 
ties and would present the opportu-
nity for a fresh round of cooperation 
between Iran and western countries, 
mainly Germany.

As long as, there is no political 
restriction for amending economic 
cooperation between the Iranian 
and European companies, the center 
could pave the ground for expansion 
of more economic relations.

 Iranian private banks in 
Germany

On September 2016, Deutsche 
Welle reported that Iran’s Middle 
East Bank and Sina Bank will open 
branches in the Bavarian city of Mu-
nich by the end of the year; Iran’s 
central bank has dubbed it a devel-

opment that could help boost Ger-
man exports to the Islamic Republic.

Ilse Aigner, Bavaria’s economy 
minister, told the Münchner Merkur 
newspaper that the new Iranian bank 
branches would help German busi-
nesses realize greater exports to 
Iran.

Aigner said having branches of 
Iranian banks in Munich is particular-
ly important for our businesses; es-
pecially our small and medium-sized 
firms have enormous export pros-
pects to Iran that they will be able to 
utilize more easily in the future.

On May 2016, Iran awarded a 
major contract to the German com-
pany Abels Decker Kuhfuß Lenzen 
(ADKL) over the development of a 
petrochemical project in the coun-
try’s southwestern city of Masjed 
Soleyman an initial value of €2 billion 
which will be increased to as high as 
€10 billion in the future.

As per the contract, the ADKL will 
cooperate with Masjed Soleyman 
Petrochemical Industries Company 
over providing the funds, transfer-
ring the technology and implement-
ing contracts for the project within 
the framework of engineering, pro-
curement, construction and finance 
(EPCF).

While Germany is practically 
the propelling engine of European 
economy and enjoys the most sta-
ble economy in the green continent, 
it can now play the leading role in 
renovation of relationships between 
Iran and European countries. Al-
though banking transactions are not 
freed completely due to US pres-
sures and threats, economic nego-
tiations have marked significant rise 
and many MoUs and contracts have 
been signed since the implementa-
tion of nuclear deal. Berlin must take 
this opportunity in its best way and 
pave the way for better economic 
ties between Iran and Germany as 
well as other European states. 

Bright future ahead of Tehran-Berlin economic ties 
 By Maryam Azish

On May 2016, in an indication of warming 
economic relations between Iran and 
European countries Iran-EU center for 
economic cooperation was opened in 

Germany.

Iran is an eye-catching and lucrative 
market for several European countries 

like Germany offering not only 80 million 
people it has but also a 400-million-

people market it can provide access to.

www.khaghan.com
 Khaghan Restaurant

Add.: Dooma Crossroad, 
Golestan Blvd., Africa Ave.
Reservation 
Tel: 26215990 & 22050119

Suitable for Embassies 
& Foreign Companies 
Outdoor Space, Intl. Cuisine, 
Located in a Calm 
and Cozy Environment, Enough 
Parking Lot



Greenland’s ice melting 
faster than we thought, 
study finds
Greenland’s ice sheet is losing 40 trillion additional tons of ice 
each year, melting about 7% faster than previously thought, 
according to a new study.

The new calculated loss is equivalent to more than 50,000 
Empire State Buildings, the Associated Press reported. Over-
all, the sheet is losing about 590 trillion tons of ice each year.

Melting ice from Greenland and Antarctica contributes to 
sea-level rise, which threatens low-lying countries and cities 
around the world. Greenland’s ice sheet is the world’s sec-
ond-largest behind Antarctica. Warmer air and sea temper-
atures caused by man-made climate change is one of the 
main reasons the ice is melting.

The study’s findings don’t change scientists’ estimates of 
the total loss in Greenland that much, “but it brings a more 
significant change to our understanding of where within the 
ice sheet that loss has happened, and where it is happening 
now,” said study co-author Michael Bevis of Ohio State Uni-
versity.

Bevis said the discovery holds big implications for meas-
uring ice loss elsewhere in the world. The new correction will 
help researchers better identify the levels of global sea level 
rise, he said, which has averaged about 8 inches over the 
past century.

If the entire Greenland ice sheet melted — a catastrophic 
event not predicted to occur — scientists estimate the sea 
level would rise about 20 feet, according to the National 
Snow and Ice Data Center.

The study, which used GPS technology to more precisely 
measure the melt both above and under the ice, appeared in 
the peer-reviewed journal Science Advances.

(Source: USA Today)
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Scientists finally figured out 
the source of this bizarre, 
glowing space ‘blob’
At first, the scientists thought the blob in their data was a 
fluke. Then they identified more of the mysterious blotches 
and realized they’d detected something new: glowing clouds 
of hydrogen gas 11.5 billion light years from Earth. The scien-
tists called the clouds “Lyman-alpha emitters,” for the particu-
lar wavelength of light that emanates from them, and named 
the original discovery “Lyman-alpha blob 1.” But having a 
name didn’t get the researchers any closer to figuring out 
what the blobs were, or what made them glow.

According to a recent report in the Astrophysical Journal, 
the blob contains two young galaxies generating new stars 
at a feverish pace. Their activity lights the cloud of gas sur-
rounding them, creating the blob’s characteristic diffuse glow.

“Think of a streetlight on a foggy night,” lead author Jim 
Geach, an astronomer at the University of Hertfordshire, said 
in a statement. “You see the diffuse glow because light is scat-
tering off the tiny water droplets. A similar thing is happening 
here, except the streetlight is an intensely star-forming galaxy 
and the fog is a huge cloud of intergalactic gas. The galaxies 
are illuminating their surroundings.”

The findings can help astronomers understand how galaxies 
form and evolve. Researchers believe the two galaxies at the 
center of the Lyman-alpha blob are in their earlier stages of 
development, spitting out at least 100 sun-size stars per year.  
Eventually, they’ll probably merge into a single, elliptical galaxy.

Note that because this blob is 11.5 billion light years away, 
all this stuff already happened; we just haven’t seen it yet be-
cause the light has to travel such a long distance to get to us.

“We are seeing a snapshot of the assembly of that galaxy 11.5 
billion years ago,” co-author Dave Clements said in a statement.

(Source: The Washington Post)

Scientists have a new tool that could help 
them predict earthquakes induced by the 
effects of pumping wastewater from oil 
and gas operations deep underground 
— and it’s in orbit. 

A team of geophysicists analyzed 
more than three years of radar data from 
the Japanese Advanced Land Observing 
Satellite (ALOS) and found they could 
see the land deform above wastewater 
disposal wells near Timpson, Texas. Two 
years later, in 2012, a magnitude 4.8 
earthquake rocked the area.

ALOS’s interferometric synthetic ap-
erture radar (InSAR) marks an important 
addition to predicting induced, or hu-
man-caused, seismicity. A research team 
led by geophysicist Manoochehr Shirzaei 
at Arizona State University pulled month-
ly InSAR data from May 2007 to Novem-
ber 2010 and watched the ground rise 
three millimeters per year above a pair 
of wastewater wells around two kilome-
ters apart.  They plugged the data into 
their model of pore pressure — how 
tightly water is squeezed into the cracks 
in subsurface rocks. Increased pore pres-
sure can strain underground faults and 
potentially cause them to slip, creating an 
earthquake. 

 Wastewater injection
The study is the first that the authors 

are aware of to directly measure the 
ground uplift from wastewater injection. 

“We know that when you inject fluid into 
the ground it causes surface deforma-
tion, but we’d never seen it,” Shirzaei says. 
“For this Timpson study area we got lucky 
and could see the deformation.” Shirzaei 
hopes the data will allow the team to an-
swer questions like why some injection 

wells may generate earthquakes and 
others don’t.

Using InSAR data, independent from 
underground measurements, is a huge 
advance, says Cliff Frohlich, associate 
director of the Institute for Geophysics 
at the University of Texas at Austin, who 

has studied the Timpson quake but was 
not part of this research. He was also im-
pressed at how well the team could pick 
out a clean radar signal from all of the 
background noise, such as seasonal vari-
ations or plant cover. He cautioned, how-
ever, that other models might vary from 
Shirzaei’s. He also notes that whereas the 
uplift occurred above two injection wells, 
the actual earthquakes occurred direct-
ly beneath another pair of wells where 
there was little uplift, around 25 kilome-
ters away from the wells that did lie below 
ground deformation.

Shirzaei’s model relies on factors such 
as the stiffness of the rocks, along with 
wastewater injection depth and volume 
to calculate the pore pressure in a region. 
In some places a lack of deformation 
might even signal higher pressures deep 
underground, if operators are injecting 
fluids into less pliable rocks, notes Jus-
tin Rubinstein, a geophysicist at the U.S. 
Geological Survey who also was not in-
volved in this study.

Mark McClure, an adjunct professor for 
energy resources engineering at Stanford 
University, agrees that it would have been 
more satisfying if Shirzaei’s team had ob-
served deformation above the deeper well, 
but he found it interesting that the model 
showed earthquakes occurring after waste-
water injection rates began decreasing. 

(Source: Scientific American)

Satellite radar may help predict 
human-caused earthquakes

In a lab in Poland, plastic 
that can crawl
It’s about half an inch long, a few millimeters wide and no 
thicker than a human hair, and it usually just sits there like a 
discarded strip of red cellophane — until a specific shade of 
green laser light strikes it.

Then the University of 
Warsaw’s new robot caterpil-
lar shows what it can do.

It can move across a sur-
face by itself, scrunching into 
a series of undulating shapes 
that run down its length 
in wavelike spasms. And it 
can even carry 10 times its 
weight while in motion.

The “idea is just starting 
in science that robots can be 
something without wires and 
batteries and motors,” said 
Mikolaj Rogoz, a researcher 
in the Photonic Nanostructure Facility at the university’s In-
stitute of Experimental Physics. “It can be just fragments of 
plastic and energy, and the energy source can be provided 
from outside the robot.”

The institute unveiled its new invention in late August in the 
scientific journal Advanced Optical Materials to much fanfare in 
Poland. The news came just a few weeks after researchers in Italy 
unveiled their own soft robot — an octopus — that they intend 
to use to explore the Mediterranean seabed.

The Warsaw caterpillar is made of a kind of plastic known 
as liquid crystalline elastomers, Mr. Rogoz said. The laser light 
powers the robot by pinpointing and changing the shape of 
specific molecules in the plastic. Other types of soft robots 
may draw energy from ordinary visible light or electromag-
netic fields instead of lasers. (Source: The NYT)

In one of the marvels of nature, males 
of a fish species called the plainfin mid-
shipman that dwells in Pacific coastal wa-
ters from Alaska to Baja California court 
females during breeding season using 
a nocturnal “love song” with an other-
worldly sound.

Scientists have wondered what makes 
these fish sing only at night. A study pub-
lished on Thursday provides the answer.

Laboratory experiments showed that 
the fish’s vocalization, a low-frequency 
hum like a foghorn, is controlled by a 
light-driven internal clock and the hor-
mone melatonin, known to govern sleep 
and wake cycles, researchers said.

“They are among the vocal champi-
ons of the marine environment along 
with whales and dolphins,” said Cornell 
University professor of neurobiology and 
behavior Andrew Bass. 

 Social interactions
The “production and hearing of vocal 

signals plays a central role in their social 
interactions and reproductive behavior.”

The plainfin midshipman, up to 15 
inches (38 cm) long, generally has an 
olive-brown color. Its name comes from 

rows of bioluminescent organs on its un-
derside that reminded early observers of 
the buttons on a midshipman’s uniform.

Males migrate during the late spring 
and summer from deep offshore sites 
into shallow intertidal waters, where they 
build nests beneath rocky shelters.

Throughout the night, they produce 
hums by vibrating a gas-filled bladder 
within their abdomen to attract females 
to their nests to spawn. One hum can last 
almost two hours. Neighboring males of-
ten hum together in a chorus.

Ni Feng, who led the study in Bass’ 
lab at Cornell and now is a Yale University 
postdoctoral researcher, said the study, 
published in the journal Current Biology, 
involved wild-caught fish kept in rooms 
where lighting could be controlled.

 Circadian rhythm
In constant darkness, the fish hummed 

pretty much on schedule, thanks to their 
internal clock, or circadian rhythm.

In constant brightness, a condition 
that lowers melatonin production, hum-
ming was suppressed. When kept in con-
stant light but given a melatonin-like sub-
stitute, they continued to hum, though at 

random times of the day.
Melatonin keeps day-active birds qui-

et at night and helps diurnal mammals 
fall asleep but has the reverse effect in 
the midshipman fish.

People have not always known what 
to make of the midshipman’s humming.

“In the early 1980s, a mysterious sound 
caused concern for houseboat residents of 

Sausalito Bay, California, who suspected the 
source might be the pumps of a nearby 
sewage plant, an underwater power line, 
some secret experiment by the Navy or 
maybe even extraterrestrials,” Bass said.

“It turned out their houseboats were 
merely resonating with the ‘love songs’ of 
male midshipman fish.”

(Source: The CSM)

Imagine looking up and seeing more than one sun in 
the sky. Astronomers have done just that, announcing 
on Sept. 22 that they have spotted a planet orbiting two 
stars instead of one, as previously thought, using the 
Hubble Space Telescope.

Several planets that revolve around two, three or 
more stars are known to exist. But this is the first time 
astronomers have confirmed such a discovery of a so-
called “circumbinary planet” by observing a natural phe-
nomenon called gravitational microlensing, or the bend-
ing of light caused by strong gravity around objects in 
space. 

In binary-star systems, the two stars orbit a common 
center of mass. 

When one star passes in front of the other from our 
perspective on Earth, gravity from the closer star bends 
and magnifies the light coming from the star in the 
background. 

 Distorted light
Astronomers can study this distorted light to find 

clues about the star in the foreground and any potential 
planets orbiting the star system.

The exoplanet in this study, named OGLE-2007-
BLG-349, is located 8,000 light-years from Earth toward 

the center of the Milky Way. It was first spotted in 2007 
by ground-based observations from telescopes around 
the world. At first, astronomers identified the system as a 
planet orbiting one star. Their data suggested that there 
was a third object, too, but the researchers weren’t able 
to identify it at the time. 

The “ground-based observations suggested two pos-
sible scenarios for the three-body system: a Saturn-mass 
planet orbiting a close binary star pair or a Saturn-mass 
and an Earth-mass planet orbiting a single star,” Da-
vid Bennett of NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in 

Greenbelt, Maryland, and the paper’s first author, said 
in a statement.

To get a better view, the team decided to use the 
Hubble Space Telescope, because space telescopes 
take better photos of deep space than land-based tel-
escopes. 

 High-resolution images
Hubble’s high-resolution images revealed that the 

system has the brightness expected of two closely orbit-
ing red dwarf stars.

A two-planet, single-star model is not possible in 
this scenario, “because a two-planet model with a 
main sequence host would appear to be too bright 
to match the (Hubble Space Telescope) data, while a 
two-planet system orbiting a white dwarf would be 
too faint,” the study’s authors wrote in The Astronom-
ical Journal.

“So, the model with two stars and one planet is the 
only one consistent with the Hubble data,” Bennett said 
in the same statement. With Hubble now shown to be 
useful for identifying circumbinary exoplanets, the space 
telescope could become an important resource in the 
search for exoplanets.

(Source: space.com)

For decades, the term “bird brain” has been used to refer 
to a person of lower intelligence, but a new study sug-
gests this term might not be appropriate.

In their new PNAS paper, University of Otago psy-
chologist Dr. Damian Scarf and his colleagues revealed 
that pigeons were capable of distinguishing actual words 
from non-words by processing letter combinations vis-
ually, performing these tasks just as well as baboons.

According to Dr. Scarf’s team, this is the first study of 
its kind to identify a non-primate species as possessing 
“orthographic” abilities, meaning that they possess at least 
some of the conventions (spelling, capitalization, word 
breaks, punctuation, etc.) required for writing a language.

A “Novel theory suggests that orthographic process-
ing is the product of neuronal recycling, with visual cir-
cuits that evolved to code visual objects now co-opted 

to code words,” the study authors wrote. “We provide a 
litmus test of this theory by assessing whether pigeons, 
an organism with a visual system organizationally dis-
tinct from that of primates, code words orthographically.”

 Visual systems
They added that the pigeons “not only correctly identified 

novel words” but also displayed the “hallmarks of orthograph-
ic processing, in that they are sensitive to the bigram frequen-
cies of words, the orthographic similarity between words and 
non-words, and the transposition of letters. These findings 
demonstrate that visual systems neither genetically nor organ-
izationally similar to humans can be recycled to represent the 
orthographic code that defines words.”

As part of the research team’s experiments, a quartet 
of pigeons were taught to peck out four-letter words in 
English as they appeared on a screen, or to peck a symbol 

when they saw a four-letter non-word appear. Additional 
words were added, one at a time, until each of the birds 
had accumulated vocabularies of 26 to 58 words and 
more than 8,000 nonwords.Next, the researchers tested 
the pigeons to ensure that they were actually learning to tell 
words from non-words (instead of simply memorizing them) 
by introducing them to a never-before-seen group of words. 
The birds identified these new words at a rate “significantly 
above chance,” the researchers said Monday in a statement.

Dr. Scarf explained that the birds likely accomplished this feat 
by determining whether there was a greater chance statistical-
ly that specific two-letter pairs known as bigrams (such as EN 
and AL) were more likely to be associated with words or non-
words. Essentially, the birds looked at letter pairs and determined 
whether or not each set commonly reappeared in actual words.

(Source: RedOrbit)

Why do these fish sing only at night?

Alien planet has 2 suns instead of 1, Hubble Telescope reveals

Pigeons are smart enough to read, study finds

Shirzaei’s model relies on factors such as the 
stiffness of the rocks, along with wastewater 
injection depth and volume to calculate the 

pore pressure in a region.

Manoochehr Shirzaei 



Without 
earth no 
birth!
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Never put off till tomorrow 
what can be done today

 Explanation: don’t postpone until later something 
you can do now

 For example: Jill: The exam is not until Friday, I still have 
time today. Alan: You don’t know what might happen tomor-
row, don’t postpone until later something you can do now.

Be snowed under
 Meaning: to have more work than you can deal 

with
 For example: Look, I’m really snowed under at the 

moment. Can this wait?

Apron strings
 

 Explanation: if one person is tied to another’s 
apron strings, they remain dependent at an age when 
they should be independent

 For example: All his decisions are influenced by 
his mother. He’s still tied to her apron strings.

ENGLISH PROVERB PHRASAL VERB ENGLISH IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Some 6,800 clinics charge patients less than $1 
a visit: health minister 
There are some 6,800 clinics nationwide in underprivileged districts which charge 
patients less than $1 for medical fees, the Iranian health minister said on Tuesday.
Hassan Qazizadeh-Hashemi made the remarks over a meeting in Tehran 
chamber of commerce, industries, mines and agriculture here on Tuesday, 
Tasnim news agency reported.
These clinics are financed by the government and the patients pay a fee of less 
than $1 instead of normal fee of some $10, Qazizadeh-Hashemi noted.

وزير بهداشت: 6800 مطب با حق ويزيت 3 هزار تومانى ايجاد شد
بــه گــزارش خبرگــزارى تســنيم حســن قاضــى زاده هاشــمى وزيــر بهداشــت در جلســه اى 
دراتــاق بازرگانــى، صنايــع، معــادن و كشــاورزى تهــران روز ســه شــنبه گفــت: 6 هــزار و 
800 مطــب در مناطــق محــروم دايــر شــده اســت كــه در آنهــا پزشــكان حــق ويزيــت 3 

هــزار تومانــى از بيمــاران دريافــت مى كننــد.
ــر  ــت داي ــه توســط دول ــا ك ــگاه ه ــن درمان ــرد: در اي قاضــى زاده هاشــمى خاطرنشــان ك
شــده انــد پزشــكان بــه جــاى دريافــت حــق ويزيــت 38 هــزار تومانــى 3 هــزار تومــان از 

ــد. ــت مى كنن ــاران درياف بيم

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Iran to host International Association 
of Science Parks in 2018

TEHRAN — Iran’s bid 
for hosting the Inter-

national Association of Science Parks 
(IASP) World Conference 2018 was ac-
cepted at the IASP General Assembly 
in Moscow on Thursday, IRNA news 
agency reported.

Two bids to host the 2018 World 
Conference had been approved by the 
IASP International Board of Directors: 
Isfahan Science and Technology Town 
(ISTT), Iran, and Karolinska Institutet 
Science Park, Sweden. The IASP mem-
bers finally vote for Isfahan to be the 
destination at which the conference will 

be held in 2018.
Moreover, over a meeting between 

the director general of IASP, Luis Sanz, 
and the Iranian deputy science minister 
Vahid Ahmadi, Sanz expressed read-
iness to expand ties with Iran stating 
hosting this event would pave the way 
for further cooperation. 

Sanz went on to say that “undoubt-
edly the support coming from Iranian 
government for Isfahan Science and 
Technology Town would guarantee a 
successful gathering in 2018 which fa-
miliarize other countries with Iran’s po-
tential in this field.”

According to the President of ISTT, 
Mehdi Keshmiri, ISTT has been a mem-
ber of IASP for more than 15 years. 

“ISTT is proud of the fact that it has 
been able to assume a leadership posi-
tion in West Asia and North Africa region 
and hold the presidency of this division 
for three times since its establishment,” 
Keshmiri said, adding, “In the past 15 
years, ISTT has organized many regional 
conferences including a couple of joint 
IASP and ASPA (Asian Science Park Asso-
ciation) conferences.”

IASP is a worldwide network of inno-
vation which connects the profession-

als managing science, technology and 
research parks (STPs) and other areas 
of innovation and provides services 
that further promote the growth and 
effectiveness for all members. IASP is 
an NGO in Special Consultative Status 
with the Economic and Social Council 
of the United Nations.

The IASP World Conference is held 
annually. It is the main networking event 
of Association, gathering an ever increas-
ing number of delegates and speakers 
from all over the world. 33rd IASP World 
Conference was held in Moscow on Sep-
tember 19 to 22, 2016. 
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Parts of a Hospital 
Jordan: Excuse me, my wife was brought into the hospital 
about two hours ago, but I can’t find her. 
Admissions Clerk: Why was she brought into the hospital? 
Jordan: I’m not sure. I got a call from her coworker, but she 
didn’t give me any details. 
Admissions Clerk: If it weren’t an accident, then she 
wouldn’t be in the emergency room or the trauma unit. 
Jordan: It may have been her heart. She has a heart con-
dition. 
Admissions Clerk: Then she might be in the cardiolo-
gy department. If she is in severe condition, she’ll be in 
the ICU. 
Jordan: It may also be the baby. She’s pregnant. 
Admissions Clerk: Then she might be in the obstet-
rics and gynecology department. And if the baby has 
been born, it would be in the neonatal unit. 
Jordan: I’m just not sure where to go. Maybe I’ll start in the 
cardiology department. 
Admissions Clerk: That’s fine. Go past the neurolo-
gy and oncology departments and it’s on your right. If 
you see the burn unit, then you’ve gone too far.
Jordan: You can’t look her up for me to see if she’s 
been admitted? 
Admissions Clerk: I’m sorry, but our computer systems are 
down right now. If you wait until they’re up again, I can try 
to find her for you. 
Jordan: And go out of my mind worrying? No thanks. I’m go-
ing to find her, even if I have to look behind every bedpan! 

(Source: eslpod.com)
 Words & phrases

emergency room: a part of a hospital that immediately 
helps people who have been hurt in an accident or who 
are extremely ill; ER
trauma unit: a hospital equipped and staffed to provide 
care for patients suffering from major traumatic injuries 
such as falls, motor vehicle collisions, or gunshot wounds
heart condition: a medical condition affecting the oper-
ation of the heart
cardiology: the branch of medicine that deals with the di-
agnosis and treatment of diseases and disorders of the heart
ICU: intensive care unit; a department in a hospital that 
gives special attention and treatment to people who are 
very sick or badly injured
obstetrics: the part of medical science that deals with the 
birth of children
gynecology: the study and treatment of medical condi-
tions and illnesses that affect only women, and usually re-
lating to a woman’s ability to have babies
neonatal: relating to babies that have just been born
neurology: the scientific study of the nervous system and 
its diseases
oncology: the part of medical science that deals with can-
cer and tumors
burn unit: a ward or part thereof in which beds are used 
exclusively for treating patients with significant burns
look something up: if you look up information in a book, 
on a computer etc., you try to find it there
admit: if people at a hospital admit someone, that person 
is taken in to be given treatment, tests, or care
the systems are down: the computers, software, etc. are 
not working properly 
go out of your mind: to become mentally ill or very wor-
ried, bored etc.
bedpan: a low wide container used as a toilet by someone 
who is too ill to get out of bed

‘An hour with rangers’ 
to raise environmental 
awareness of students: 
local official  

TEHRAN — “An hour with rangers” 
scheme designed to improve students’ 

grasp of environmental issues will be launched at schools 
in the city of Tehran, the director of Tehran department of 

environment has said.
Quite a few rangers are 

scheduled to attend schools 
to teach students some fun-
damental environmental is-
sues throughout the school 
year, which began on Sep-
tember 21, Fars news agency 
quoted Mohammad-Hos-
sein Bazgir as saying.

“We are also planning on 
doing the same thing for the 
students’ parents and teach-
ers,” Bazgir noted.

 University professors, 
rangers and members of the 

environmental NGOs will be teaching the aforementioned 
materials to the students, he added.

Besides there will be some camping trips to the pro-
tected areas for the students; he said, noting, some special 
programs are also overseen for environmental occasions 
such as Earth day or Clean Air Day.

Peanut festival 
held in northern 

Iran  
TEHRAN — Peanut fes-
tival, featuring the high 

quality peanuts produced in Astaneh-ye 
Ashrafiyeh, northern province of Gilan, was 
held on Thursday, Mehr news agency re-
ported.

According to statistics, peanut is culti-
vated over 3,500 hectares of lands across 
Iran, of which 2,507 hectares are located 
in Astaneh-ye Ashrafiyeh, accounting for 
71 percent of the whole country’s peanut 
production.

The fifth peanut festival is organized to 
introduce the different stages of cultivat-
ing, harvesting, and processing peanuts, 
Astaneh-ye Ashrafiyeh governor said.

Rahim Heidari noted that introducing 
best peanut producers and supporting 
them, developing direct interaction between 
the farmers and consumers, maximizing 
economic gain from peanut production and 
lifting spirits among the people are of the 
festival’s objectives.

All the programs organized for this festi-
val are peanut themed and are tried to cause 
merriment among the public, he added.  

S O C I E T Y
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What if your computer or smartphone could tell if you’re 
happy or sad?

A new device developed by researchers at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology aims to detect emotions 
by sending wireless signals that measure heartbeats as 
the signals bounce off a person’s body.

Researchers from MIT’s Computer Science and 
Artificial Intelligence Laboratory say their device is 
87 percent accurate in using heart rate and what 
it’s already learned about a person to recognize 

joy, pleasure, sadness or anger, after the device first 
measures how each individual’s body reacts in vari-
ous emotional states.

It works like an electrocardiogram monitor but with-
out needing a sensor on the body to measure heart-
beats.

They say it could one day be used by advertising 
agencies to gauge audience reaction or in health care to 
diagnose depression or anxiety.

(Source: Yahoo News) 

Wireless signals can detect your feelings with new device



India has signed a deal to buy 36 Ra-
fale fighter jets from France for around 
$8.7bn, the country’s first major acqui-
sition of combat planes in two decades 
and a boost for Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s plan to rebuild an ageing 
fleet.

The first ready-to-fly Rafales are ex-
pected to arrive by 2019 and India is set 
to have all 36 within six years.

French Defense Minister Jean-Yves 
Le Drian signed the agreement with his 
Indian counterpart, Manohar Parrikar, in 
New Delhi, on Friday, ending almost 18 

months of wrangling over terms between 
New Delhi and manufacturer Dassault 
Aviation.

Parrikar said the deal would “significant-
ly improve India’s strike and defense capa-
bilities”.

Air force officials have warned for years of 
a major capability gap opening up with Chi-
na and Pakistan without new state-of-the-art 
planes, as India’s outdated and largely Rus-
sian-made fleet retires and production of a 
locally made plane was delayed.

India had originally awarded Dassault 
with an order for 126 Rafales in 2012 after 

the twin-engine fourth-generation fight-
er beat rivals in a decade-long selection 
process, but subsequent talks collapsed.

Modi, who has vowed to modern-
ize India’s armed forces with a $150bn 
spending spree, personally intervened in 
April 2015 to agree on the smaller order 
of 36 and give the air force a near-term 
boost as he weighed options for a more 
fundamental overhaul.

But an industry expert says the deal 
does not stand to benefit India.

“I don’t think it’s a good deal,” Bharat 
Karnad, a research professor in national 
security studies at the Centre for Policy 
Reseach, told Al Jazeera.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Palestine Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas has called on the UN to declare 
2017 the year “to end the Israeli occu-
pation” of Palestinian land and people, 
saying that Israel’s settlement expansion 
in the occupied West Bank is destroying 
any hope of a two-state solution.

During a speech before the UN Gen-
eral Assembly on Thursday, the Pales-
tinian president urged the international 
community to exert greater effort than 
before to establish a truly independent 
Palestinian state, as the 50th anniversa-
ry of Israel’s “abhorrent” occupation ap-
proaches in June next year.

“Those who believe in the two-state 
solution should recognize both states, 
and not just one of them,” Abbas said.

Most member states of the UN have 
already recognized the state of Palestine, 
but Israel and a number of other coun-
tries, including the UK, the U.S. and Ger-
many, have not.

“Israel must recognize the state of Pales-
tine and put an end to its occupation of our 
land so the state of Palestine can co-exist 
alongside the state of Israel in peace and 
security as good neighbors,” he said.

“We extend our hands to those who 
want to build peace. But the question 
remains and persists: is there any leader-
ship in Israel, the occupying power, that 
desires to make a true peace?” he asked.

 Settlement expansion
Al Jazeera’s Imran Khan, reporting 

from West Jerusalem, said Abbas used 
“much tougher” diplomatic language in 
his speech, compared to speeches in the 
past.

“He talked about making 2017 the 
year Palestine is finally recognized and 
the occupation comes to an end,” our 
correspondent said.

“He [also] made clear that the settle-
ments are an obstacle for peace.”

Earlier, Abbas, who has been Palestinian 
president for 11 years, had told represent-
atives at the UN assembly in New York that 
Israel’s pursuit of settlement expansion in 

the occupied West Bank “will destroy what-
ever possibility is left for the two-state solu-
tion along the 1967 borders”.

In late August, the U.S. said it was 
“deeply concerned” following an an-
nouncement that Israel had approved 
the construction of 463 homes for Jewish 
settlers in the occupied West Bank.

Nickolay Mladenov, the UN coordi-
nator for the Middle East peace process, 

told the Security Council in August that 
Israeli settlement expansion had surged 
in the past two months.

A recent report by the diplomatic 
Quartet - the European Union, Russia, 
the UN and the U.S. - said construction 
of settlements on land earmarked to be 
part of a future Palestinian state is erod-
ing the possibility of a two-state solution.

The Palestinian leader said on Thurs-
day that his officials would “exert all ef-
forts” to get the UN Security Council to 
adopt a resolution on settlements and 
the “terror of the settlers”.

“The settlements are illegal in every 
aspect,” Abbas said.

 ’Britain should apologies’
In his speech to the UN General As-

sembly, Abbas also asked Britain to 
apologies for its 1917 Balfour declara-
tion endorsing the founding of a Jewish 
homeland in Palestine.

Abbas said that Britain should recog-
nize Palestine as a state in order to cor-
rect its past mistakes.

“We ask Great Britain, as we approach 
100 years since this infamous declaration, 
to draw the necessary lessons and to 
bear its historic, legal, political, material 
and moral responsibility for the conse-
quences of this declaration, including an 
apology to the Palestinian people for the 
catastrophes, misery and injustice this 
declaration created, and to act to recti-
fy these disasters and remedy its conse-
quences, including by the recognition of 
the state of Palestine,” Abbas said.

“This is the least Great Britain can do.”
(Source: Al Jazeera)
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Abbas to UN: Declare 

2017 year to end Israel 
occupation

UN denounces Saudi raid 
on western Yemen region
The United Nations has censured a deadly Saudi airstrike 
against a residential neighborhood in Yemen’s western and 
coastal province of Hudaydah, arguing that such aerial as-
saults against the impoverished Arab country have intensi-
fied since July.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, in a statement re-
leased on Friday, condemned the September 21 attack that 
claimed the lives of 32 civilians and left scores more injured 
in Souq al-Hanoud area in the province’s al-Hawak district.

Meanwhile, Cécile Pouilly, the spokesperson for the Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, also expressed 
“deep concern” over increasing attacks against civilian facili-
ties in Yemen, noting that at least 41 attacks were carried out 
against non-military sites last month and 180 civilians lost 
their lives.

“We note with deep concern the sharp increase in civilian 
casualties since the suspension of peace talks,” she said in a 
statement, adding, “We reiterate our call for the setting up of 
an international and independent investigative body.”

On Friday, at least three civilians, including a woman, lost 
their lives and several others sustained injuries when Sau-
di fighter jets struck al-Humaydat district in Yemen’s north-
ern province of al-Jawf.

(Source: Reuters)

More than 130 bodies 
recovered from migrant 
boat capsize off Egypt
At least 133 bodies had been recovered by Friday from a 
boat carrying hundreds of migrants that capsized off Egypt 
two days earlier, Egyptian officials said.

The boat sank off Burg 
Rashed, a coastal village 
on the Nile Delta. Rescue 
workers and fishermen said 
they had rescued at least 
169 people, but confusion 
remained over how many 
might still be missing.

Health Ministry spokes-
man Khaled Megahed said 
133 bodies had been retrieved 
from the Mediterranean, while 
Mohamed Sultan, governor of 
the Beheira region, said 148 
had been recovered.

Security sources said there 
had been almost 600 migrants 
aboard the boat. However, a survivor whose comments ap-
peared in a video posted online said the migrants had been told 
that about 200 people would be on board, but that the smug-
glers had then added another 50, causing the boat to founder.

Officials said the boat was carrying Egyptian, Sudanese, 
Eritrean and Somali migrants, and that they believed it was 
heading for Italy. Four members of the crew were arrested.

The International Organization for Migration says that 
more than 3,200 migrants have died while attempting to 
cross the Mediterranean this year, while an estimated 298,474 
have reached European shores. (Source: Reuters)
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Mr Trump praised the work of Republicans to ‘fight to 

save the internet’, but also worried that without the help 
of the American people it won’t be a success.

The Republican nominee has been attacked for his 
approach to the internet in the past. Earlier this year he 
said that he wanted to “close up” the internet, and that 
he would speak to powerful people including Bill Gates 
about doing so.

But his newest statement is perhaps his strongest 
statement yet of his views on the web, and how it needs 
to be protected. Mr Trump claimed that the US is about 
to “turn control of the Internet over to the United Na-
tions and the international community”, and that while 
Republican politicians were working hard to “save the 
internet”, it couldn’t be done without the help of the 
American people.

5-  Opera for Android has been given a new design. 
According to developers, the application now features a 
“fresh, modern, and inspired by Android’s material de-
sign” look.

There are many visual changes added in the update, 
so we’ll only highlight the important ones, such as the 
Speed Dial, which is now on the left of the carousel, 
while on the right you can now access the news feed.

You can now see the favorite topics by scrolling 
through channels across the top. When tapping the + 
icon on the right, you can customize the news you re-
ceive. On top of that, the news feed now comes with a 
reader mode that allows you can configure in Settings.

6- Asus ZenFone 3 Deluxe and ZenFone 3 Laser are 
now available to order from Amazon in the US. Both 
handsets come with 1-year US warranty, are unlocked, 
and should ship “within 2 to 5 weeks.”

Costing $530.48, the Asus ZenFone 3 Deluxe is 
a pretty large metal-made handset that sports a 5.7-
inch 1080p display and runs Android 6.0 Marshmallow. 
It looks like this is not the version with a Snapdragon 
821 CPU and 256 GB of storage space, instead featur-
ing a Snapdragon 820 processor and 64 GB of internal 

memory. The smartphone further offers 6 GB of RAM, 
fingerprint scanner, a 23 MP rear camera with 4K video 
recording, 8 MP front-facing camera, dual SIM support, 
and a 3000 mAh battery. 

The ZenFone 3 Laser is considerably cheaper than 
the Deluxe, costing $206.95. Obviously, this phone of-
fers less impressive features, including a Snapdragon 
430 processor, 2 GB of RAM, 32 GB of internal memory, 
and a 5.5-inch 1080p display. Android Marshmallow and 
dual SIM support are on board, too. 

7- Verizon chief believes consumers ‘don’t need’ un-
limited plans!

Speaking at a recent investor conference, Verizon 
CFO Fran Shammo made a statement that’s sure to ruf-
fle the feathers of mobile consumers far and wide. In 
speaking of Big Red’s strategies amid the disruptive, un-
limited price plans of rivals like John Legere’s T-Mobile, 
Shammo outlined his belief that such packages are both 
unrealistic and largely unnecessary. 

While T-Mobile is by no means the only network 
operator to offer unlimited bundles, much of Shammo’s 
observations were seemingly aimed at the Uncarri-
er. From a business point of view, he said, “you cannot 
make money on an unlimited video world,” something 
that T-Mobile has been heavily promoting in recent 
times.

Indeed, while T-Mo, Sprint and AT&T have bought 
into the lure of selling unlimited plans, Verizon believes 
that its own services are more customer-friendly, de-
spite the data caps. With investors surely curious as to 
whether Big Red has any unlimited ambitions, Sham-
mo’s suggestion that folks don’t need uncapped bundles 
seemingly put paid to any such notions. In fact, he also 
added that such users tend to abuse unlimited systems 
by using copious amounts of data, which is an issue that 
Verizon won’t have to contend with for now. 

8- Despite earlier reports that BlackBerry is prepping 
a follow-up device to the recently released DTEK50, an 
investment website says that there are clues that the 
once proud smartphone manufacturer is about to close 

its hardware division. The Canadian site belonging to 
the Motley Fool notes that hardware makes up 65% of 
the company’s R&D expenditures, but its phones make 
up less than 1% of the global smartphone market.

BlackBerry CEO John Chan previously stated that he 
would be making a decision this month about whether 
to close the hardware division. With only a bit over a 
week until October rolls in, that announcement should 
be made soon. According to the Motley Fool, there is 
some foreshadowing on BlackBerry’s part hinting at 
what is about to happen. The site points out that Black-
Berry’s website has a 40% off sale on all accessories that 
runs through September 27th. That happens to be the 
day before the company announces its second quarter 
earnings.

9-  Tesla Motors is to sue Michigan governor Rick 
Snyder and other state officials in federal court over 
the state’s refusal to allow the company to sell its luxury 
electric cars directly to customers.

The suit at the US district court in Michigan comes 
days after the state rejected the electric vehicle manu-
facturer’s application to directly sell vehicles to consum-
ers. Unlike other automakers, Tesla does not sell vehicles 
through franchised dealers. Tesla’s suit says it is seeking 
on an expedited basis an order that it is “entitled to a 
vehicle dealer license”.

Tesla said in a statement that the suit asksthe judge 
to strike down a 2014 Michigan law that bars Tesla from 
selling or repairing vehicles in the state.

10- Mark Zuckerberg and his wife, Priscilla Chan, 
have laid out plans to invest $3bn over the next 10 years 
with the not insignificant goal of tackling all diseases.

“Can we cure, prevent or manage all disease by 
the end of this century?” asked Zuckerberg, speaking 
in front of a packed lecture theater at the University of 
California, San Francisco’s (UCSF) William J Rutter Center.

The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative will focus on 
some of the world’s biggest killers, including heart 
disease, cancer, infectious diseases and neurologi-
cal diseases.

Yemeni forces have killed or injured at least 40 Saudi 
mercenaries in the country’s southwest in their first re-
taliation against Saudi air raids that left dozens of civil-
ians dead in Hudaydah Province.

Yemeni army, backed by fighters from Popular Com-
mittees, launched rockets at the positions of Saudi mer-
cenaries in the city Ta’izz on Thursday, Yemen’s al-Masir-
ah television reported.

The retaliatory attacks came a day after at least 32 
civilians, including children and women, were killed and 
scores more injured in Saudi airstrikes at a busy market-
place in the Hawak district of Hudaydah.

Sami Motair, a medical official at al-Thawra hospital in 
Hudaydah, told The Associated Press that scores of bod-
ies were buried under at least three houses destroyed by 
Saudi missiles.The official said the death toll is expected 
to rise as a search is underway to recover more bodies.

On Thursday, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

condemned the Saudi attacks.
The UN chief “once again reminds all parties to 

the conflict that they must fully respect their ob-
ligations under international humanitarian law, in 
particular the fundamental rules of distinction, pro-
portionality and precaution,” said his spokesman, 
reading a statement.

Ban “reiterated his call for urgent measures to protect 
civilians and civilian infrastructure,” the statement added.

Iran also issued a statement and condemned the 
Saudi raid, saying the West is complicit in Saudi crimes 
by remaining silent.

The air raids came as the US Senate overwhelmingly 
voted against a bill to block a huge American arms deal 
with Saudi Arabia.

The bill would have halted a 1.15-billion-dollar sale 
of hundreds of US-made tank structures, machine guns, 
grenade launchers and armored vehicle structures, 

along with thousands of rounds of ammunition, to the 
Riyadh regime.

Saudi Arabia has been incessantly pounding Yemen 
since March 2015, with the UN putting the toll at 10,000. 
The offensive was launched to reinstate Abd Rabbuh 
Mansur Hadi, a Saudi ally who has resigned as Yemen’s 
president.

A survey, conducted by the Yemen Data Project, a 
group of academics and human rights activists, showed 
earlier this month that Saudi airstrikes hit 3,158 non-mil-
itary sites between March 2015 and the end of August 
this year, The Guardian reported.

UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Yemen Jamie Mc-
Goldrick said last month that the death toll from the Sau-
di military aggression could rise even further as some 
areas had no medical facilities, and that people were 
often buried without any official record being made.

(Source: Press TV)
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Yemenis kill, injure 40 militants after Saudi carnage in Hudaydah

India signs $9bn deal to buy French fighter jets

U.S. has not used post-
JCPOA atmosphere, 
Rouhani says

 1 
 ‘Terrorism not restricted to Middle East’

Rouhani said that terrorism and extremism are not just re-
stricted to the Middle East region and will spread to the other 
parts of the world.

He insisted on Tehran’s position that efforts to eradicate 
terrorism should be doubled.

The president also highlighted the importance of sending 
humanitarian aid to Syria.

 No fly zone to benefit terrorists in Syria
Sending humanitarian aid has nothing to do with no fly 

zone, he added.
However, he said no fly zone will benefit the terrorists. “No 

fly zone is beneficial to terrorists; because they have any type 
of weapon other than airplane.”

However, he suggested that “safe routes to send humani-
tarian aid should be found.” 

He also said, “I believe that the first issue in Syria is helping 
the people. The second issue is fighting terrorism and the 
third issue is preparing the grounds for involvement of all 
groups in the future government and establishing democracy 
through public vote.”

Elsewhere, Rouhani said that the regional countries should 
cooperate in fighting terrorism.

He added, “Countries like Saudi Arabia have made miscal-
culations; bombarding Yemen has brought no achievement 
for them, but have been very harmful for the Yemenis.” 

Rouhani was in New York to attend the annual UN General 
Assembly. He arrived in Tehran on Friday.
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Falcao bows out a legend, 
but not a champion
All around Bucaramanga’s Coliseo Bicentenario, there was 
disbelief. No-one could believe the game they had just seen 
– a pulsating 4-4 draw between Brazil and Iran, decided on 
penalties. No-one could believe it was the Brazilians going 
home. And above, no one could quite believe that this was 
the end of Falcao in Seleção yellow. 

It wasn’t supposed to be like this. The script clearly read that 
there were at least another two hours of Falcao magic to come at 
the FIFA Futsal World Cup Colombia 2016. But Iran spectacular-

ly ensured that this narrative 
went up in smoke amid the 
fiery passion of a night that 
will live long with everyone on 
the court. 

While celebrations were wild 
for those in red, they were well 
aware of the significance of Ah-
mad Esmaeilpour’s converted 
spot-kick, following on from the 
departing Brazilian legend, who 
had moments before convert-
ed his own penalty. As one, the 
entire Iran team went to Falcao 
to say their own farewells and, 
in doing so, throw him into the 

air in celebration of a career that has left an indelible mark on futsal. 
But, despite hitting three of Brazil’s four goals to sign off 

– showing has talents have far from deserted him, defeat al-
ways stings hard for a champion. “I remain very happy hav-
ing finished my career with a hat-trick but unfortunately they 
are worth nothing,” he told FIFA.com as he walked to join his 
grief-stricken team-mates on the bus. 

“These goals are of no real value; they are just helping me to 
improve my record. If I was able to change everything I did in 
this tournament, including the goals, and be able to trade it to 
become world champion, I would in an instant.” 

That all-time scoring record, which he clinched in their final 
group game against Mozambique, has swelled to 48, accrued 
across a record 34 matches in a record fifth tournament. So, 
while a last moment of glory has not added a fairy tale sparkle 
to his legend, that legacy is immovable. 

 A man of the people
“Even with this result, I remain hugely proud because as I 

end my career I know I will be remembered as a very impor-
tant player in the history of futsal,” he reflected, with eyes red-
dened having shed many a tear in the wake of his swansong. 
“I was world champion twice, while I am so honoured to see 
how the fans view me and what I have done, as this is what is 
most important to me.” 

Having been asked countless questions, posed for photo 
after photo, and given every person who asked a moment of 
his time, it’s clear that he bows out as an icon of the people, a 
sentiment his coach reinforced. “Falcao has been huge, not only 
for the national team, but for the world,” Sergio told FIFA.com. 

“His influence is massive but this is the end of his time with the 
national team, and he’s not going to the final, which is historic, 
as it is the first time ever we’ve not made it into the semi-finals.” 

And the coach’s frustration was clear, having seen his 
team be pegged back by Iran on three occasions, before 
feeling the wrath of lady luck in the shootout. “It was our best 
game of the competition but we lost on penalties,” he said 
frankly. “We were unlucky to see Ari’s penalty hit the post, but 
we need to move on. That’s life.” 

Falcao was matter-of-fact as he assessed his final game 
at a Futsal World Cup, as the path of retirement opened up 
ahead of him. “I knew the game was going to be tough. Peo-
ple back home in Brazil were saying before the tournament 
that both Brazil and Iran were among the favourites to win 
the tournament, but we met in the round of 16 instead and 
here we are, leaving Colombia on penalties.” 

It was the most dramatic of twists to end a tale that futsal 
won’t soon forget. 

(Source: FIFA)

Marco van Basten 
appointed FIFA’s chief 
officer for technical 
development
FIFA have appointed Marco van Basten as chief officer for tech-
nical development.

The former Ajax and AC Milan forward will oversee all tech-
nical areas from football technology innovation to refereeing.

«It’s a great honour for me to be appointed for this assign-
ment,» Van Basten said. «I’m very proud to have to opportunity 
to work in the home of FIFA, the home of world football. I hope 
to be able to give my contribution to ensure that football re-
mains the number one sport in the world.

«Football is spectacular and it has to stay spectacular in every 
sense. We all love this sport. That’s why I will work hard to devel-
op football technically in the way that our sport will give to the 
fans and the players always emotions and joy.»

The 1992 World Player of the Year won the European Cham-
pionship with Netherlands in 1988 and back-to-back European 
Cups with Milan.

More recently he has managed Ajax, Heerenveen, AZ Alk-
maar and the Dutch national side.

«Marco Van Basten is football,» FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino said. «Discussing with him the last few months and hearing 
his visions for the game, knowing of course what he has done for 
the game, for me it was immediately clear that Marco van Basten 
is a fantastic asset for FIFA, for the whole technical area of FIFA.

«We have to cherish football, we have to protect football and 
develop football. Marco is a great expert, not only a legend. 
There is a lot he can do for football, for the game and around the 
pitch in the world. I’m extremely happy that he joined our team 
and I’m sure that he will do a great job.»

(Source: ESPN)

F O O T B A L L
Rob Beasley is the sports journalist who knows better than 
anyone what makes Jose Mourinho tick. 

He had a regular audience with the Special One and 
they exchanged many emails and text messages. 

These are revealed in an explosive new book which is 
being serialised by Sportsmail and give a fascinating in-
sight into the Manchester United manager’s mind.

When you publicly denounce someone as a ‘special-
ist in failure’ and a ‘voyeur’, it is abundantly clear you 
don’t like them much.

What must Jose Mourinho’s views on Arsene Wenger 
be like away from the cameras and microphones? Un-
surprisingly, they’re even more damning and the gloves 
have been well and truly off whenever the matter of 
Monsieur Wenger has been raised. 

A couple of times Jose even talked about wanting to 
physically fight the Frenchman. That’s how bitter and basic 
their rivalry has become over the years.

It’s a deep dislike that has festered into one of the long-
est-running feuds in football, with the pair clashing ever 
since Mourinho first arrived in England in 2004. 

Relations have deteriorated steadily since then and 
now both men find it impossible to hide their scorn.

In the summer of 2013 Mourinho returned to the 
Premier League with Chelsea, once again becoming a 
direct rival of the Arsenal boss. It didn’t take long for 
hostilities to be renewed.

The following January Wenger spoke out about Chel-
sea’s plans to sell star midfielder Juan Mata to Manches-
ter United for £37million.

Asked if he was surprised at the move, Wenger re-
plied: ‘Yes I am, because they sell a great player to a 
direct opponent.’

He then made the point that Chelsea had already 
played United twice that season so Mata could not hurt 
them but his quality could hurt teams like Arsenal who 
had only played United once. ‘It opens up again questions 
about the dates of this transfer window,’ said Wenger. 

Mourinho saw this as yet more evidence of Wenger’s 
obsession with all things Chelsea but for once he bit his 
tongue. That all changed the following month.

Wenger had made a thinly disguised dig about Mour-
inho deliberately playing down Chelsea’s chances of be-
ing crowned champions because of a ‘fear to fail’. It was 
too much for the ultra-competitive Mourinho to resist, so 
when he was asked about Wenger’s comments he let fly. 

‘You know, he is a specialist in failure. Eight years with-
out a piece of silverware, that’s failure. If I do that at Chel-
sea I leave London and I don’t come back.’

Mourinho had carried out a cold-blooded assassina-
tion of his enemy in broad daylight. Inevitably it was too 
gory for some, who believed Jose’s brutal honesty was 
too vicious and vindictive. Not to him it wasn’t.

A few days later he was still pumped up about it all, 
telling me: ‘When Mr Wenger criticises CFC and Man 
United over the deal with Mata...I will find him one day 
outside a football pitch and I will break his face.’

Sure enough, a few weeks later Jose did give 
Wenger a beating. 

It was March 22, 2014, the day of the Frenchman’s 1,000th 
game as a manager, and it just happened 

to be an away match at Chelsea. Final 
score: Chelsea 6 Arsenal 0.

Wenger was utterly humiliated, so 
much so that he ducked out of the 
usual post-match press conference. 

His excuse was that the Arsenal 
team coach was about to leave.

Jose was quick to mock Wenger 
for that, joking with me: ‘Next time I 
lose a game I don’t go to the press 
conference because the team 

bus is waiting for me.’
No sympathy, no remorse, 

no regrets. Wenger had be-
come the man Mourinho just 

loved to hate.   
The war of words between the 

pair actually became physical on 
Arsenal’s next visit to the Bridge, 
October 5, 2014. Chelsea won 
2–0 but the game is best remem-
bered for an angry shoving match 
between the managers on the 
touchline.

I asked Jose what had hap-
pened and he revealed: ‘He was 
asking for a red card and press-

ing the ref in my technical area. I told him to go back 
to his area. He pushed me.

‘I told him, «Here you do that, you know I can’t react, 
but I will meet you one day in the street».’ Now I don’t 
think Jose was ever serious about having fisticuffs with 
the Frenchman, he was just huffing and puffing and let-
ting off steam.

I gave him the benefit of the doubt on this occasion, 
even though an article for me with Jose saying, ‘Let’s sort 
this out in the street, Arsene’ would have been huge. 

I told Jose this could be a good story to show he 
took no nonsense from Wenger but I added that I 
thought it was best to leave it. 

Jose took it on board, replying: ‘Yeah, yeah, he is in a 
bad situation for his clean image but if I do what he did I 
would be dead by the media and the FA.’

Later in the 2014–15 season there was more aston-
ishing stuff from Jose after Chelsea won 5–0 at Swan-
sea. When I congratulated Mourinho he was already 
looking forward to the next day’s clash between Man-
chester City and Arsenal.

He declared: ‘Yes was good, now let’s see Arsenal.’ We 
were both convinced City would win but Arsenal won 2–0.

I told Jose they’d actually done a ‘Chelsea’ and copied 
his game plan from a year ago and his emailed response 
left me gobsmacked. 

First he joked: ‘Mr Wenger gets new 5 years contract’ 
but then he claimed ‘(One of the Arsenal players) sent me 
an SMS to say players did themselves, organised them-
selves during the week. Wenger did nothing.’ 

When I expressed my amazement he replied that his 
information was ‘100 per cent’.

What was undeniable was the depth of Mourinho’s 
dislike for Wenger. That could certainly be proven be-
yond all reasonable doubt and Jose boiled over again 
when Arsenal were trying to sign Chelsea’s goalkeeper 
Petr Cech for £10m in the summer of 2015. Mourinho 

wasn’t interested in the money. He wanted to keep Cech 
but was overruled by owner Roman Abramovich.

He took his frustration out on Wenger, whom he 
blamed for unsettling Cech, and immediately hatched a 
plan to try to turn a straightforward cash sale into a swap 
deal in a bid to prise away, or at the very least unsettle, a 
couple of young Arsenal stars in retaliation.

He told me in an email: ‘Mister Wenger wants Cech and 
he thinks about money...he is wrong!!! OK, I want (Theo) 
Walcott or (Alex) Oxlade-Chamberlain!!! Want a top goal-
keeper? OK, I want a young player, I can make him top.’  

The inference was clear. He could 
make Oxlade-Chamberlain and 
Walcott top, top stars and succeed 
where Wenger had failed.

On this occasion the Frenchman 
had the last laugh for once, landing 

Cech without sacrificing any of 
his players and then seeing 
Mourinho sacked by Christ-
mas 2015.

Almost two decades at 
one club is an incredible 
achievement, something 
Mourinho craves but can 
never seem to achieve.

For all his stability and security, 
Wenger has never matched Jose’s 
array of successes — yet in the final 
analysis, Mourinho puts silverware 
first and security second. 

(Source: DailyMail)

Mourinho: I’ll ‘break Wenger’s face’

A potential bid to host the 2028 Olym-
pics from Brisbane gained further trac-
tion on Friday with the Australian Olym-
pic Committee backing the decision to 
fund a further feasibility study.

Local media reported on Friday that 
mayors from south-east Queensland 
had agreed to fund a more detailed fea-
sibility study on the possibility of hosting 
the Games in the region.

«The Australian Olympic Committee 
(AOC) has supported the concept of a 
feasibility study from the outset,» AOC 
president John Coates said in a state-
ment. «We see this as the first step in 
the process.»

Coates added the AOC would back 
the bid further if the study adhered to 
two principles from the International 
Olympic Committee around meeting 
long-term sporting, economic, environ-
mental and social needs and using ex-
isting facilities.

«We believe this would be possible 
given the existing venues and infra-
structure spread throughout the entire 
Council of Mayors area of south-east 
Queensland,» Coates added.

«The current venues centered on 
Brisbane, the Sunshine Coast and Gold 
Coast would be boosted by the addi-
tional venues being built as part of the 

2018 Commonwealth Games.»
A year-long pre-feasibility study re-

leased in July concluded the region had 
the capability to bid for and host an 
Olympics.

The decision would also prove some-
thing of a fillip for IOC bosses, who are 
concerned the Games is losing its lus-
ter, with a pattern of cities pulling out 

of bidding for both summer and winter 
Games after baulking at huge costs re-
quired.

The mayor of Rome Virginia Raggi 
pulled the plug on the Italian capital›s 
bid to host the 2024 Olympics earlier 
this week, saying staging of the Games 
would bury the city in a mountain of 
debt and tonnes of concrete.

Brazil spent about $12 billion on the 
Rio Games last month, which proved 
a sporting success but was marred by 
complaints over budget overruns and 
infrastructure delays.

Los Angeles, Paris and Budapest 
are the remaining bidders for the 2024 
Games, with a decision due in Septem-
ber 2017.

Biding for the 2028 games kicks off in 
2019, a year after the Gold Coast, which 
is part of the wider Brisbane bid, hosts 
the smaller Commonwealth Games.

(Source: Reuters)

Brisbane gets backing to continue 2028 bidbid
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Chelsea-Arsenal Preview
The managers have come and gone opposite Arsene 
Wenger on the touchline in this London derby between Ar-
senal and Chelsea. Some for better and some for worse 
as the Gunners and Blues have made themselves top-four 
fixtures in the Premier League table for most of the past 20 
years during the Frenchman’s reign.

Antonio Conte becomes the 12th boss for Chelsea to 
match wits with “Le Professeur” as the two teams meet Sat-
urday at the Emirates looking to consolidate their position 
among the elites.

All told, Wenger has been part of 50 league and cup match-
es against Chelsea, facing the likes of Ruud Gullit, Claudio Ranie-
ri, Guus Hiddink and of course, archnemesis Jose Mourinho. He 
fared well against Gullit with 
four wins in as many match-
es and his mastery of Ranie-
ri - Arsenal did hand league 
champions Leicester City 
two of their three losses last 
season - has its roots in this 
rivalry as he lost just once in 
14 matches against the “Tink-
erman” (8-5-1) while the two 
resided in London.

Conversely, Hiddink always 
seemed to find a way to beat 
Wenger despite his status as 
caretaker manager, winning all 
three matches head-to-head. 
Then there is Mourinho, with whom he will renew hostilities Nov. 
19 at Old Trafford against Manchester United. Wenger went win-
less in 14 matches (0-6-8) before getting a victory in the Com-
munity Shield - which of course matters little in the grand scheme 
- prior to the start of last season.

Into this timeline steps Conte, the former Italian national 
and Juventus coach whose last domestic season ended in 
2014 with the Turin side claiming their third Serie A title in as 
many seasons he guided them.

The frenetic manager has quickly put his fingerprints on 
Chelsea (3-1-1), and his team showed a strong amount of re-
siliency Tuesday following a Sept. 16 home loss to Liverpool, 
rallying from two goals down to defeat Leicester City 4-2 in 
extra time and advance to the round of 16 in the EFL Cup at 
West Ham United next month.

“I saw a great reaction from my players and my team,” 
Conte told Chelsea’s official website. “This is very important 
because they showed a great heart and a will to win and go 
in the next round. It wasn’t easy at 2-0 and after a defeat 
in the last game.

“We know that we can improve, I repeat this. The only 
way I know to continue is to work hard and to improve on 
different aspects.”

The win also served as a vindication for Cesc Fabregas, who 
was largely a forgotten man to Conte and has logged only 32 
minutes in league play. The midfielder scored both of Chel-
sea’s goals in extra time and hit out at reporters who claimed 
his play is on the decline.

“Hopefully this will help shut a few journalists up who are 
talking rubbish all the time, and focus on what’s important: 
Chelsea winning, playing well and when I have the chance (to) 
show what I can do, because I know what I can do and it’s a lot 
for this team,” he said.

In fourth place on 10 points and ahead of Chelsea on goal 
difference, Arsenal (3-1-1) also have shown plenty of mettle 
since their season-opening defeat to Liverpool. The Gunners 
are unbeaten in six on the spin (4-2-0) and also booked a 
fourth-round date in the EFL by rolling 4-0 at Nottingham For-
est. Lucas Perez had a brace on either side of goals by Granit 
Xhaka and Alex-Oxlade Chamberlain.

The win was a stark contrast to last season’s League Cup 
foray, when Arsenal were overrun 3-0 at Sheffield Wednesday 
in the third round, and Wenger used the defeat as a teaching 
point this time around.

“I think our history helped us a little bit tonight to start in 
a much stronger way,” Wenger told the team’s official website. 
“Overall I felt that technically we played well, our combinations 
worked well and we played at a high pace and that’s where we 
made the difference in the game.”

For Xhaka, it was the second goal in as many matches, and 
the Switzerland international is living up to the form that made 
him Arsenal’s marquee early summer signing before the late 
additions of Shkodran Mustafi and Lucas Perez.

Though Xhaka is in form ahead of his first London derby 
and Mourinho is off in Manchester, Wenger still must stare 
directly at his failures in this series over recent years and have 
his team keep their cool. Arsenal have not scored in the last 
seven matches between the teams in all competitions - losing 
five - and the drought is 662 minutes dating to Theo Wolcott’s 
consolation marker in a 2-1 defeat Jan. 20, 2013.

All told, Arsenal are 0-3-7 against Chelsea since a 5-3 tri-
umph Oct. 29, 2011.

In last season’s two losses, Arsenal played short-handed for 
most of both contests, finishing the 2-0 defeat at Stamford 
Bridge with nine men as Diego Costa goaded Gabriel into 
kicking him for a second yellow card in the first half before 
Santi Carzola got his marching orders on 79 minutes for a 
second caution.

In the return encounter, Costa drew Per Mertesacker into 
a brutal challenge in the 18th minute - resulting in a direct 
red card - and scored the match-winner five minutes later to 
help Chelsea complete the double. Given Costa’s rich vein of 
goal-scoring - his five tallies tie him with West Ham’s Michail 
Antonio for the league lead - keeping him contained will not 
be the simplest of tasks.

“It’d be nice to keep 11 men on the pitch against Chelsea 
this time round,” Oxlade-Chamberlain told the Arsenal Player. 
“I know it sounds funny but generally speaking in the last few 
games against them, it’s always a big clash with a lot of emo-
tions and maybe some mind games.

“First and foremost, it’s a massive game and we just need to 
keep our disciple;ine and stay in the game. … It’s going to be a 
big occasion but we can’t get too caught up in it, we just need 
to go out and play our game.”

(Source: AP)

S P O R T S
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Iran to play friendly 
with Thailand in Bangkok

Iranian national football team will 
play a friendly game against Thailand 

in Bangkok’s Rajamangala stadium on November 10, 
according to reports in local media.

Iran are scheduled to take on Syria in their fifth game 
of the AFC World Cup qualifying campaign on Novem-
ber 15th in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and the friendly 
game against Thailand five days ahead will be consid-
ered as a warm up game.

Team Iran who are currently second in Group A with four 
points after a 2-0 win over Qatar in Tehran and a goalless 
draw against China in Shenyang will play their third match 
against group leaders Uzbekistan in Tashkent before meet-
ing South Korea in Tehran five days later.

Iran’s Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz has called 
up 17 players for the 9-day Armenia preparatory camp 
ahead of the Uzbekistan clash.

Goalkeeper: Alireza Beyranvand, Alireza Haghighi, 
Mohammadreza Akhbari,

Defenders: Seyyed Jalal Hosseini, Ramin Rezaeian, 
Vourya Ghafouri, Saeid Aghaei, Ezzatollah Pourghaz 
and Mohammad Ansari.

Midfielders: Andranik Teymourian, Ehsan Hajisafi, Dari-
oush Shojaeian, Omid Ebrahimi and Soroush Rafiei.

Forwards: Mehdi Torabi, Vahid Amiri, Mehdi Taremi.
Iran has been drawn in Group A of the World Cup quali-

fication along with Uzbekistan, China, Qatar and Syria.
The winner and runner-up of each group (four teams in 

total) will qualify for the Russia 2018, while the third-placed 
teams of each group will advance to the Asian play-off.

World Cup 2022 hosts Qatar have sacked 
coach Jose Daniel Carreno just a fortnight 
ahead of a crucial 2018 qualifier in South 
Korea and after successive defeats.

The Uruguayan was dismissed follow-
ing recent back-to-back defeats against 
Iran and Uzbekistan which left Qatar’s 
hopes of making the World Cup in Russia 
in two years’ time in serious trouble.

Carreno is expected to be replaced by 
fellow Uruguayan Jorge Fossati, currently 
coach of Qatar Stars League (QSL) cham-
pions Al-Rayyan.

A Qatar Football Association spokes-
man told AFP on Friday that there would 
be an announcement of a new coach “to-
day or tomorrow”.

“The new coach will be someone 
from Doha, a coach from Doha,” said the 
spokesman. Adding to the expectation 
that Fossati will be appointed, the spokes-
man said no announcement would likely 
be made until after Al-Rayyan’s game on 
Friday evening.Asked if Carreno had lost 
his job because of World Cup qualifying 
results, the spokesman replied: “For sure.”

Qatar are desperate to reach their first 
finals in 2018.

If they fail to do so, Qatar will become 
the first team to host a World Cup finals 
without previously qualifying since Italy 
way back in 1934.

Fossati, 63, previously coached the 
national team between 2007 and 2008.

He has had a long and varied career 
as a player and manager and coached 
the Uruguayan national team for two 
years from 2004.

The other leading candidate is French-
born Algerian Djamel Belmadi.

He currently coaches QSL side Lekhwiya.

Completing the managerial merry-
go-round, Carreno is expected to be-
come the new manager of Al Hilal in Sau-
di Arabia, after they fired their Uruguayan 
coach Gustavo Matosas on Thursday.

Despite serene progress through the 
AFC’s second round of qualifying, where 
Qatar topped their group and won seven 
of their eight games, the 53-year-old has 
paid the price for the Gulf country’s dis-
astrous start to Round 3.

Earlier this month Qatar lost their 
first game in controversial circumstances 
away to Iran, conceding two goals in in-
jury time.

They followed that up five days later 
with an unexpected 1-0 defeat at home 
to Uzbekistan.

Those results mean Qatar are bottom 
of the six-team Group A, and have to fin-
ish in the top two places to be assured of 
getting to Russia. 

It also means the team is desperate 
for a result in the tough qualifier against 
South Korea on October 6, which will be 
the new coach’s first game in charge.

(Source: AFP)

Islamic Republic of Iran stunned the 
futsal world as they knocked reigning 
FIFA Futsal World Cup holders Brazil 
out of Colombia 2016, winning 3-2 
on penalties after a 4-4 draw in extra 
time.

As the game got going it felt 
like this was going to be a no con-
test, simply waiting for Brazil’s cogs 
to all begin moving as one, as the 
world champions pinned Iran back 
and probed for opportunities. Iran 
couldn’t find a way out and lacked 
ideas until the inevitable happened: 
Falcao, in what turned out to be his 
final game, opened the scoring. 

Fresh from breaking the all-time 
scoring record against Mozambique, 
Brazil’s No12 went about extending 
it, netting twice, first from a crisp vol-
ley, then via a genius training ground 
free-kick routine, capping off Rodri-
go’s pass with a cheeky back-heel.

The one-way traffic ended soon 
after, led by Hossein Tayebi, who cap-
italised after good pressing from the 
Iranians, before they started ham-
mering on the door, ending the first 
half well on top with Brazil looking 
uncharacteristically like they had lost 
all traction.

But any false sense of security was 
broken when Fernandinho rattled the 
bar, before forcing a good save from 
Alireza Sammi. Iran were still very 
much in the game, but the balance 
shifted towards those in yellow.

Falcao’s spectacular bicycle kick 
drew oohs from the crowd as Sammi 
saved, and again before producing 
an even better save from Dieguniho’s 

delicate dink. However, seconds later 
the Sporting CP man tried it again 
and this time it came off.

But just as people thought things 
were reverting to type, Iran ended 
this half brightly too. Afshin Kazemi 
flashed home an effort to halve the 
deficit again, before – while utilising 
the power play – Ali Hassan Zadeh 
slammed in to equalise. Extra time 
beckoned.

Sammi was put to work in the first 
five, as Brazil pushed on hard to find a 
winner. They thought they had it when 
Falcao lifted the ball over Sammi, only 
for seconds later fellow captain Mo-
hammed Keshavarz did likewise.

It went to penalties and, after Ari 
rattled the upright, Ahmad Esmaeuil-
pour hit the winner, setting up a clash 
with Paraguay in three days’ time.

Iran scorers:
Hossein Tayebi (13’52”)
Afshin Kazemi (30’55”)
Ali Hassan Zadeh (36’55”)
Mohammad Keshavarz (47’34”)

(Source: AFC)

Iran stun defending champions Brazil on 
penalties

Qatar football coach sacked with 
2018 hopes in balance 

“This is one of the greatest moments of not only my 
professional career, but also my personal life. We kind 
of made history tonight. This is the first time we have 
beaten Brazil and it has happened at the World Cup. I’m 
sure I will never forget this moment.” 

While a level of calm had befallen Ali Hassan Zadeh 
in the few hours since Iran sealed a scintillating pen-
alty-shootout win over reigning FIFA Futsal World Cup 
holders Brazil, it was clear the emotional magnitude of it 
was still very much present. 

Zadeh was a key protagonist a tale that twisted and 
turned through an electric evening of futsal, earning the 
Iranians a place in the quarter-finals in blockbuster style. 
The underdogs didn’t edge ahead in the encounter until 
the penultimate round of penalties, with Zadeh the scorer 
of the equaliser at 3-3 that dragged a fascinating game 
into extra time. 

“Brazil are the most prestigious futsal team in the world. 
I think everybody before the game would have had them 
down to win on paper, while expecting us to go home,” he 
told FIFA.com once back at his Bucaramanga hotel. 

“In the early stages of the game we were not at our 
best and we expected to perform better, but gradually we 
improved, gradually the pressure grew on Brazil, and we 
found our rhythm in the play.” 

With just four minutes left on the clock, and nothing 
to lose, Iran opted to go all in and decided to substitute 
their goalkeeper – the exceptional Alireza Sammi – and 
throw five men forward. “They were leading 3-2 and it 
put a lot of pressure on us. Because of this we decided to 
play with a flying goalkeeper, and the goal I scored was 
something we had devised in training. It was a tactically 

thought-out move and the shot was something marvel-
lous. It was crucial.” 

Bowled over by the value of the goal, having been 3-1 
down earlier in the half, an emotional outpouring was un-
derstandable, even for a veteran of Brazil 2008 and Thai-
land 2012. “As a professional, when you score that impor-
tant a goal, you want to celebrate, you want to show your 
joy. But at the same time I was telling my team-mates that 
the work was not finished yet.” 

Nor was it, as a backs-against-the-wall extra-time ef-
fort from the holders saw the score extend to 4-4, before 
penalties arrived. Zadeh was first to step forward, having 
already seen Rodrigo ripple the net for Brazil. “With only 
three penalties, if you score it hands a lot of confidence 

to your team-mates, while if you miss the shot your team-
mates will take a hit from it,” he explained. 

“I tried to use all the experience I have from those two 
previous World Cups to build up for that shot. It wasn’t 
something pre-planned, but I tried to keep myself calm, 
keep my concentration and score.” 

Score he did. It was Ari of Brazil who was the unfortu-
nate one, stepping up next to see his effort cannon off the 
post. It then fell to the right foot of Ahmad Esmaeilpour to 
finish the job, before his team-mates went berserk. “It was 
pure elation, I was thrilled, that joy was indescribable. It was 
something unforgettable,” the softly-spoken Zadeh said. 

There was also a touching moment to follow, as Iran 
paid their tribute to the retiring Falcao, celebrating his 
career and lifting him before the crowd. “We were happy 
that we had won the game, but we were also disap-
pointed to see Falcao crying and to say goodbye to the 
game in that fashion. 

“So everybody decided spontaneously to share the 
happiness with Falcao and it shows the true spirit of Iranian 
sport and athletes, as we wanted to share that moment 
with the loser of the game as winners.” 

While the emotional comedown will be heavy, Iran 
are not content with a last-eight finish. “We know this 
is not the end of the story for us, this was not our goal. 
Reaching the quarter-finals does not satisfy us, it does 
not fulfil our dreams. We are here to reach the semi-fi-
nals at least. We will be fully focussed on Paraguay from 
tomorrow morning.” 

For that evening at least, though, it was Iran’s time to 
bask in glory. 

(Source: FIFA)

Hassan Zadeh: I’ll never forget this
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WIND from the east, oh Lapwing of the day,
I send thee to my Lady, though the way
Is far to Saba, where I bid thee fly;
Lest in the dust thy tameless wings should lie.

Hafez 

Poem of the day

SINCE 1979
Prayer Times

TEHRAN — Turkish Rumi experts 
Adnan Karaismailoglu and 

Erdogan Erol have been invited to the Fourth 
International Conference on Rumi, which will open 
in Tehran this Thursday.

Karaismailoglu and Erol will be the special 
guests of the meeting, which will take place 
at the Shahid Beheshti University International 
Conference Center, director of the conference, 
Saeid Mohammadzad-Akbari, said in a press 
release on Friday. 

Karaismailoglu is the Turkish translator of 
Persian poet and mystic Molana Jalal ad-Adin 
Rumi’s magnum opus Masnavi-ye Manavi, and 
Erol is the former director of the Mevlana Museum 
in Konya, who held the position for 25 years.

Literati from the Persian-speaking nations 
and some other countries will also attend 
the conference, which has been organized to 
commemorate the Rumi National Day on Thursday.  

A number of Iranian literati and artists who 
have created works on Rumi will also be honored 
at the meeting

Based on an agreement between Iran and 
Turkey, the two countries plan to submit a version 
of the Masnavi-ye Manavi that is preserved in a 
Turkish library on UNESCO’s Memory of the World 
Register list.

Obama awards arts medals to Mel 
Brooks, Audra McDonald, Berry Gordy

French actress Cotillard denies 
role in Jolie, Pitt split
PARIS (Reuters) — French actress 
Marion Cotillard on Wednesday 
denied any involvement in the sudden 
split between Hollywood power 
couple Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt, 
wishing that the two will “find peace,” 
and confirming her pregnancy with 
her long-time partner.

Cotillard, 40, posted a statement 
on her verified Instagram page a 
day after Jolie filed for divorce from 
Pitt, amid some media reports that 
Cotillard and Pitt may have been 
romantically involved.

Pitt and Cotillard star together in 
the upcoming war drama “Allied”.

The Oscar-winning French actress 
said the statement would be her only 
comment on the “whirlwind news that 
broke 24 hours ago and that I was 
swept up into.”

“As this situation is spiraling and 
affecting people I love, I have to speak 

up. Firstly, many years ago, I met the 
man of my life, father of our son and 
of the baby we are expecting. He is 
my love, my best friend, the only one 
that I need,” Cotillard said, referring to 
French actor Guillaume Canet.

She signed off by saying: “I do 
very much wish that Angelina and 
Brad, both whom I deeply respect, 
will find peace in this very tumultuous 
moment.”

Cotillard’s name was mentioned 
in some reports as media outlets 
and fans tried to understand what 
led to the sudden divorce of one of 
Hollywood’s most visible couples, 
known for their good looks, successful 
films and activism.

Jolie, 41 and Pitt, 52, known 
collectively by the tabloid press and 
gossip sites as “Brangelina,” married 
in 2014 after a decade together and 
have six children.

TEHRAN — The 
Russian state University 

for Humanities in Moscow hosted a 
seminar on Iranian studies in Eurasia 
on Thursday to review the major 
characteristics of Persian culture.

The director of the National Library 
and Archives of Iran (NLAI), Seyyed Reza 
Salehi-Amiri, Iranian ambassador to 
Russia Mehdi Sanai and a large number 

of experts on Iranian studies attended 
the two-day seminar. 

The experts came from Japan, Britain, 
Tajikistan, the United States, Kazakhstan 
and Armenia, the Institute for Iran-
Eurasia Studies, commonly known as 
IRAS, announced on its website.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, 
Salehi-Amiri said that the major secret 
lying behind the eternity of Persian 

culture is its flexibility.
He added that versatility is its second 

characteristic, and the third one is the 
Persian language.

He also mentioned several other 
points as the good characteristics of the 
Persian culture such as cultural diversity, 
cultural dialogue, resistance and cultural 
wisdom.

In his address Sanai also stressed the 

role of Iranologists in the development of 
cultural relations with Iran.

He noted that Persian language 
education is a major factor in reinforcing 
communications between the people 
of Iran and the world, adding, “Many 
believe that Iran is the cradle of the 
richest and oldest civilizations in the 
world with its great number of invaluable 
works.”

WASHINGTON (Reuters) —President 
Barack Obama awarded 24 American 
giants of the arts and humanities with 
medals on Thursday, lauding their 
accomplishments - and sharing some 
laughs.

Comedian Mel Brooks, who Obama 
has said he admires for his over-the-top 
Western satire “Blazing Saddles”, looked 
as if were dropping down to receive a 
knighthood after a citation for “a lifetime 
of making the world laugh.” In fact, Brooks, 
90, was miming that he was pulling down 
Obama’s pants.

Obama laughed, shook Brooks’ hand, 
and warned that he would catch him if he 
tried to sell his National Medal of Arts on 
eBay.

Obama also joked with Broadway 
star Audra McDonald, whose citation 
was misplaced, and admired the spiked 
sneakers of poet Louise Glück.

“I do think Mel Brooks kind of set the 

tone for this thing,” Obama said afterward. 
“Historically, this has been a much more 
staid affair.”

Also among the honorees: Motown 
producer Berry Gordy and composer 
Philip Glass as well as authors Sandra 
Cisneros, Ron Chernow, Rudolfo Anaya 
and James McBride.

“We believe that the arts and the 
humanities are in many ways reflective 
of our national soul. They’re central to 
who we are as Americans: dreamers and 
storytellers and innovators and visionaries,” 
Obama said.

“They’re what help us make sense of 
the past - the good and the bad - and how 
we chart a course for the future,” he said.

Obama gave a medal to Spanish 
celebrity chef Jose Andres, whose 
restaurants have been favorite haunts 
during his time in Washington, and who 
has worked with the White House on 
immigration reform issues.

Noon:11:56        Evening: 6:16        Dawn: 4:31 (tomorrow)            Sunrise: 5:55 (tomorrow)
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 J U M P

Photo
 Photos by Bijan Roghanchi will be showcased 

in an exhibition at Shirin Gallery 
from October 6 to 15.

Photos from his series 
“Becoming Iranian” have been 
selected for the show, during 
which a book with the same title 

will be unveiled.
The gallery is located at No. 5, 13th St., Karim 

Khan Ave.

Collage 
 Seyhun Gallery is displaying a collection of 

collages by Majid Asgari in an 
exhibition entitled “Factory”.

The exhibit runs until October 5 
at the gallery, which can be found 
at 24 Sinai Alley, off Keyhan St., 
Moqaddas Ardebili Ave.

Calligraphic painting
 Vaali Gallery is playing host to an exhibition 

of calligraphic paintings by 
Ahmad Tak.

The exhibition titled “The 
Third Script” will continue until 
October 7 at the gallery located 
at 71 Khoddami St. off Vanak 

Square.

Painting
 Paintings by Soheila Tamjidi on women are 

being shown in an exhibition at 
Mojdeh Gallery. 

Works from her collection 
“Women in the Mirror of 
Imagination” have been chosen 
for the exhibition, which 

runs until October 3 at the gallery located at 
27 North Allameh Blvd., in the Saadatabad 
neighborhood.

 Naqsh-e Jahan Gallery is currently 
displaying paintings by 
Mansureh Valikhan in an 
exhibition, which will run until 
September 28. 

The gallery is located at 9 
Ayatollah Mahmudi St. in the 

Niavaran neighborhood.

 WHAT’S IN ART GALLERIES 

Turkish experts invited to Tehran 
conference on Rumi

Tehran museum to 
spotlight Japanese 
1950s cinema

TEHRAN — Japanese  cinema 
of the 1950s will be reviewed 

in a program that is scheduled to begin at 
the cinematheque of the Tehran Museum of 
Contemporary Art on Sunday evening.

Fifteen movies are scheduled to shown 
during the program, which will start with 
screening “Repast” (“Meshi”), a 1951 drama by 
Mikio Naruse.

The movie is about Michiyo who lives in the 
small town of Osaka and is not happy with her 
marriage, since all she does is cook and clean 
for her husband.

 N E W S  I N  B R I E F

The Italian chamber orchestra Cameristi della Scala acknowledges the audience after performing a concert at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on September 21, 
2016. A number of Iranian cultural officials and Italian diplomats were also among the audience.

A R T
d e s k

The mausoleum of Rumi, Konya, Turkey

Dalian Wanda to help 
market Sony Pictures’ 

films in China
BEIJING (Reuters) — Chinese 
conglomerate Dalian Wanda Group 
Co will help market movies of Sony 
Corp’s film unit in China under a deal 
that will also see them co-finance 
some projects, including Sony Pictures’ 
upcoming movie releases in the world’s 
second largest economy.

China’s richest man Wang Jianlin, 
who started Wanda as a property 
developer in China’s northeast and now 
operates malls and cinema chains in 
China, has said he wants to turn Wanda 
into a global entertainment giant, 
and bring Hollywood technology and 
capabilities to China.

The alliance with China’s biggest 
theater chain owner will help Sony 
Pictures to better access a rapidly 
growing yet restricted movie market, 
which is on track to surpass the United 
States as the world’s biggest by as soon 
as next year.

Wanda said in a statement on its 
website on Friday that the tie-up would 
use its consumer-facing infrastructure 
to bolster Sony Pictures’ presence in 
China.

SEPTEMBER 22, 2016
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Moscow seminar reviews Iranology in Eurasia 

Intl. Resistance Film 
Festival kicks off in Tehran 
 1 

The festival also screens the U.S.-English joint 
production “I Am Ali” by Clare Lewins, which provides 
insight into the extraordinary life and legendary career 
of Muhammad Ali.

“Don’t Go to Iran!”, a short film by Benjamin Martini, 
“Hope in the Bottle” by Haicha Ladrouz, both from 
France, and “Empty Desert” by Linda Paganelli and Silvia 
Boarini from Italy are among the films.

Fourteen documentary and fiction films by Iranian 
directors on the war against Daesh in Iraq will also go on 
screen during the event.

Among the films are “The Judgment” directed by 
Mohammad Esfandiari, “1920” by Farshad Ektesabi, “Day 
84” by Mehdi Avaz-zadeh and “Bridge” by Amir-Hossein 
Noruzi.

The renowned Iranian filmmakers Majid Majidi and 
Ahmadreza Darvish will judge the official competition, 
while Yvonne Ridley, the Muslim British journalist who 
was captured by the Taliban in 2001, will judge the short 
films and animations. 

Moreover, the festival will host U.S. filmmaker Abdallah 
Omeish in Tehran. Omiesh is scheduled to promote his 
documentary “The War around Us” at the event.
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