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Leader calls on seminary council to
establish center for strategic studies

. TEHRAN — Supreme Leader of the Is-

s k lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Al
Khamenel has highlighted the vitality of a “long-term plan-
ning"” for the country’s seminaries, urging the establishment

of a “center for strategic studies” for this purpose. ously clear, attainable, and scheduled in such a way that the plan
The Leader made the comments during a meeting with mem- is quantitatively assessable and flexible as well” the Leader noted.
bers of the Supreme Coundil of Seminaries on Sunday morning. The long-term blueprint should be transformative in nature,

“In such a long-term planning, goals should be unambigu- — what the Leader called “seminary development plan.’ =l
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[in tourism sector] is both an opportunity and
a necessity for Iran, it lays the foundation for
eager businesses to invest in the country, Ma-
soud Soltanifar said.

He made the remarks in an address to the
opening ceremony of International Tourism In-
vestment Conference, which brought together
a panel of top Iranian officials and businesses
executives along with representatives of ho-
tel builders, investors, and hoteliers from 17
countries, IRNA reported.

See page 4
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Tehran, Paris
stress expansion
of trade,

“Hura” wins NETPAC Award at All Lights festival

. TEHRAN — "Hura” by Gho-

d e s Kk |amreza Sagharchian from

erto Berliner from Brazil, and “The Great
Transmission” by Pema Gellek from the

LY i ae' Syria will

never be
disintegrated,

'
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" Iran insists

OPEC will not

agree on quota
level, business
expert predicts

By Javad Heirannia

TEHRAN — A professor of international
business and international affairs from
the George Washington University is of
the opinion that some OPEC members
will not abide by their pledge to reduce
their crude production.

‘I don't think that they will agree to
a quota level,” Hossein Askari tells the
Tehran Times.

On Wednesday, for the first time in
eight years some OPEC's biggest oil
producers agreed to cut production.
Meeting in Algiers, OPEC agreed to
reducing output to between 32.5m
barrels a day and 33m b/d.

However Askari says, “The only way
that they could agree to any freeze
would be for Saudi Arabia to cut out-
put dramatically”

Following is the text of the in-
terview:

Iran runner-
up at AFC U-16
Championship

industrial ties
. TEHRAN — Iranian

5 Minister of Industry,
Mining and Trade Mohammadreza
Nematzadeh and French Minister of
Finance Michel Sapinin a meeting
on Saturday emphasized expansion
of trade and industrial relations be-
tween the two countries, Shata news
reported.

In the meeting, which was held in the
French capital following Iranian minis-
ter’s visit to Paris Motor Show 2016, the
two sides also put emphasis on the ne-
cessity of benefiting from both counties’
potentials and capabilities for develop-
ment of bilateral ties.

Congratulations

The managing director of Tehran
Times and Mehr news agency
would like to felicitate October
3 as the Day of German Unity
to German people.

Iran has won the NETPAC Award for the Best
Asian Cinema at the 2nd All Lights India In-
ternational Film Festival (ALIIFF) that ran from
September 24 to 27.

The film features the efforts made by the
young rural boy Hadi in the small garden he
has inherited from his mother to help alleviate
drought.

The Best Feature Film Award was given
to “Nise — The Heart of Madness” by Rob-

Maryam Bubani acts in a scene from Gholamreza
Sagharchian’s drama "Hura”

United States won the Best Documentary
Film Award.

“Road to Perdition” directed by Yaser Talebi
and “Rice Cake” by Mahdi Hosseinvand were
other Iranian films screened at the official sec-
tion of the festival.

NETPAC (Network for the Promotion of
Asian Cinema) award aims at strengthening the
competitive spirit fueling the creative urges of
young filmmakers.

Iran’s first permanent handicrafts marketplace opens

. TEHRAN  — with several high-ranking officials
s K Iran's first per-  with Tehran Municipality, Transport

the bazaar establishment as to it themes including enamel, tile,
embodies a three-dimensional ar-

metalwork, leatherwork, wood

manent handicrafts marketplace
was inaugurated on Saturday in
Oud Lajan historic neighborhood
in downtown Tehran, aiming to liv-
en up the once thriving locale that
was home to merchants and afflu-
ent individuals.

Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Organization (CHTHO)
Director Masoud Soltanifar along

and Urban Development Ministry,
and Tehran City Council attended
the inauguration ceremony.

The successfully-implemented
handicrafts market epitomizes the
convergence of cultural heritage,
tourism, and handicrafts in the
country, Soltanifar asserted during
a brief speech.

He also attached importance to

rangement involving the CHTHO,
Tehran Municipality, and the public.

The market is composed of
some 50 shops whose renovation
started in 2012.

Over the past couple of years,
dozens of Iranian handicrafts have
gained the UNESCO Seal of Ex-
cellence. For instance, in 2010, a
total of 65 handicrafts on various

carving received the privilege.

Statistics compiled by the
Trade Promotion Organization of
Iran indicate that 2.8 million tons
of handicrafts and handwoven
carpets, worth $92 million, were
exported during the first four
months of the current Iranian cal-
endar year, which began on March
20, 2016.

. Iran finished in sec-
e s k ond place at the
AFC U-16 Championship after losing
to Irag on penalty shootout on Sunday.
Iran was defeated against Irag 4-3 on
penalties following a 0-0 draw at Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Goa, India.
Iran started the campaign with a 3-2
victory over Saudi Arabia in Group A.
Abbas Chamanian’s boys drew 1-1
with the UAE and defeated host India 3-0
to qualify for quarters as the first team.
Iran humiliated Vietnam 5-0 and
booked a place in semis and the FIFA
U-17 World Cup as well. Iran beat holder
North Korea 6-5 on penalties in semi-final
and lost to Iraq 4-3 in the final match.

Congratulations

The managing director of Tehran
Times and Mehr news agency
would like to felicitate October 3 as
South Korea's National Foundation
Day to the South Korean nation.

Congratulations on 60th Foundation Anniversary of Bank of Industry & Mine

Bank of Industry & Mine

Financing, Offering Quality Banking and Consulting Services to Small - and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) for 60 Years

www.bim.ir
Email: info@bim.ir
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Today's Iran
safer than two

"
r.f
”é«‘ years ago:
commander

. TEHRAN — Police  Sec-

s k ond-in-Command Eskandar
Ivlomenl has said Iran has had better security in-
dexes over the past two years, so different that the
people have felt it tangibly.

“Our security indexes have greatly promoted
over the past two years and the Iranian people
have strongly felt it/ he said on Sunday during a
seminar held on the occasion of Law Enforcement
Forces Week.

There has been a sharp fall in armed robbery
as well as in most other forms of crime, he added.

V% MP criticized over
7 unconstructive
' remarks

. TEHRAN — Members of parlia-

e s k ment as well as Foreign Minister
Mohammad-Javad Zarif have criticized MP Javad
Karimi Ghodoosi for his unconstructive remarks
during an open session of Majlis on Sunday, ISNA
reported.

Karimi Ghodoosi, a parliamentarian represent-
ing Mashhad, commented on the nuclear deal and
some other issues, severely attacking the Foreign
Ministry for its policies.

Zarif, for his part, criticized the parliamentarian
for his unconstructive remarks. A large number of
MPs also sided with Zarif in his criticism of Karimi
Ghodoosi.

" Erdogan calls

| ' Iran one of the

~ most important
regional players

. TEHRAN — Turkish President

s k Recep Tayyip Erdogan said on
Saturday that Iran is one of the most important
players in the region, Tasnim reported.

Erdogan made the remarks during a ceremo-
ny marking the opening of the new judicial year
in Turkey.

He further said that Ankara’s relations with Teh-
ran and Moscow are recovering.

Erdogan noted that Turkey and Iran have dif-
ference of opinion on regional issues, yet the two
sides have been holding direct talks on the conflicts
in Syria and Iraq.

E | 1 Majlis receives

Pig 28 s motion on

2 establishing

o environment ministry

. TEHRAN — The Iranian par-

sk liament received a proposal on
Sunday to set up a ministry of environment and
natural resources, Fars reported.

MP Gholamreza Kateb said the proposal was re-
ceived at the end of an open session of Majlis on
Sunday.

A motion was proposed to the Majlis to merge
Department of Land and Natural Resources with
Environmental Protection Organization to set up a
ministry of environment and natural resources,” he
explained.

‘Western

~contribution to

regional security

is a big lie’

. TEHRAN — Supreme Nation-
sk al Security Council Secretary Ali

Snamkhanr said on Sunday that the this claim that

the West is helping to provide security in the Mid-

dle East is a "big lie".

During a meeting with Moustafa al-Kazemi, the
head of the Iraqi intelligence service, in Tehran,
Shamkhani also said, “Creating long lasting security
in Iraq is one of Iran’s unchangeable priorities”

For his part, the Iraqi official praised Iran’s efforts

in helping Irag in fighting terrorism and called for
continuation of such efforts.

Thailand, Turkey
willing to expand
scientific ties with

S Iran
. TEHRAN — Thai and Turkish
S science ministers met with their

Iranian counterpart Mohammad Farhadi on Sun-
day, announcing their willingness to expand scien-
tific ties with Iran.

On the sidelines of the 13th International Con-
ference Science and Technology in the city of Kyo-
to, Japan, the Thai and Turkish ministers announced
that scientific centers of their countries are ready to
carry out joint projects with Iran.

Farhadi, for his part, underlined Iran's eagerness
for expansion of scientific ties with Turkey and Thai-
land.
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Larijani: Parliament
hacks inclusive
ties with Belgium,
economy a priority

. TEHRAN — The Irani-

an parliament speaker
has sard that Tehran welcomes all-en-
compassing ties with Belgium, particu-
larly envisaging a healthier economic
picture.

Ali Larijani made the comments on
Sunday during a meeting with the Belgian
Federal Parliament's Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman Dirk van der Maelen.

“The Islamic Consultative Assembly
(the parliament) will support expansion of
ties between the two countries in all fa-
vorite areas particularly in the economic
sector,’ he said.

For the two countries to get to
know each other better, Larijani add-
ed, stronger parliamentary relations is
facilitative.

“More parliamentary relations be-
tween Iran and Belgium play an in-
fluential part in understanding each
other and enhancing friendly coop-
eration”

Also, the Belgian official, for his part,
said the parliamentary friendship be-
tween the two countries over a century
and quarter testifies to the two sides’ will
to flourish relations.

The Belgium parliament and people
do favor more political, cultural, econom-
ic, and parliamentary contacts with Iran,
he stated.

Dirk van der Maelen further saw it im-
portant for the two countries to discuss
first hand issues of mutual interest, par-
ticularly regional peace and security in
the Middle East region.

T |
|

Belgian Federal Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Dirk van der Maelen (left
most) meets Iranian parliament speaker Ali Larijani on Sunday in Tehran.

“The Islamic Consultative Assembly (the
parliament) will support expansion of ties
between the two countries in all favorite areas
particularly in the economic sector,” the Iranian
parliament speaker says.

Leader calls on seminary council to establish center for strategic studies

To realize the agenda, there is
a need for a "center for strategic studies,’
Ayatollah Khamenei stressed.

‘A center for strategic studies com-
posed of bright seminary elites should be
established where the development plan
as well as other strategic seminary plans
can be compiled”

Depicting a long-term roadmap
should also pursue the goal of “feeding”
the Islamic establishment, the Leader
stated.

He added, "The seminary helps ob-
serve the Islamic ruling”

The Leader drew his comments to a
conclusion by listing a number of priori-
ties for seminaries.

"Avoiding quasi-state bureaucra-
cies, holding sessions between sem-

Leader says, “A center for strategic studies
composed of bright seminary elites should be
established where the development plan as well as
other strategic seminary plans can be compiled.”

inary students and managers, creat-
ing a Qur'an-fostering atmosphere
among seminary students, spotting
top talents, promoting reading, par-
ticularly in the field of the history of
seminary science and interpretation,
nurturing eloquent and writer mis-
sionaries, and cyberspace missionar-
ies”

Following the Leader’s com-
ments, Ayatollah Ostadi, secretary
of the Supreme Council of Seminar-
ies, briefed the Leader on the body’s
programs and the challenges it is
grappling with.

Also, Hojatoleslam E'rafi, head of
the seminary council, reported on
what the council has achieved over
the past years.

JCPOA has created international trust: Rafsanjani

. TEHRAN — Ayatollah

S k Akbar Hashemi Rafsan-
Jjani, cna|rman of the Expediency Council,
said on Sunday that the spirit of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action, has creat-
ed an international trust and proved that
Iran does not seek to harm international
community.

The JCPOA, commonly called the nu-
clear deal, proved that all the propagan-
da campaigns against Iran’s nuclear tech-
nology were wrong, the veteran politician
noted.

He also said that the JCPOA is more
beneficial to Iran compared to the 5+1
group (the five permanent members of

Salehi: Overriding of Obama's veto
of 9/11 bill may cost Riyadh $700b

. TEHRAN — The

S k Iranian vice presi-
dent has speculated that the U.S. Con-
gress overturning of Obama’s veto on
Wednesday of a bill that would allow
families of the victims of 9/11 terrorist
attacks sue Saudi Arabia may cost Ri-
yadh $700 billion.

The overturning of the bill
comes after Obama had threat-
ened to veto any measure against
Saudi Arabia in connection with
the terrorist attacks in 2001, which
came as a blow to the U.S. security
and prestige.

"This (the vetoing of the bill) has
an important message. It happens
while Saudi Arabia is the U.S’s lack-
ey and doesn't take even one step

without the U.S. permission. How-
ever, it is not unlikely that Riyadh
loses all $700 billion it has invested
in the country,” said Ali Akbar Salehi
on Sunday.

The overwhelming bipartisan
vote in both the Senate and House
inflicted the first veto override of
Obama’s presidency, less than four
months before he leaves office. The
White House issued an unusually
scathing response, according to the
Guardian.

While Saudi Arabia has ob-
jected strongly to veto and has
categorically rejected any role in
the 9/11 attacks, fifteen of the 19
plane hijackers were Saudi na-
tionals.

the UN Security Council plus Germany).

On the advantages of the nuclear
deal, Rafsanjani said now Iran can sell en-
riched uranium and heavy water.

Iran and the six major powers finalized
the text of the JCPOA in July 2015. The
nuclear agreement went into effect in July
2016.

Syria will never be
disintegrated, Iran insists

TEHRAN — Ali Akbar
d e s Kk \elayati the senior for
eign policy advisor to the Leader, said on
Sunday that Syria will never be disintegrat-
ed, insisting on the importance of main-
taining the country’s territorial integrity.

‘An agreement which is based on
three fundamental principles of main-
taining Syria’s territorial integrity, stop-
ping foreign powers’ interference and
acknowledging legal government of
Bashar al-Assad can help end the crisis
in the country,” Velayati said during a
meeting with a Belgian parliamentary
delegation heading by Dirk Van der
Maelen, a Belgian lawmaker .

Velayati said, “Supporters of terrorism
and the countries that through miscal-
culations backed the Takfiri and terrorist

groups in the region are now trapped in
a situation and cannot find a way out”

“These governments did not
imagine that the people and legal
government of Syria could resist
against the foreigners’ invasion and
interference for about six years,” he
added.

Elsewhere, Velayati said that Iran
and Belgium enjoy “friendly relations”.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry prioritizes
expansion of relations with Belgium
in various areas, added Velayati who
was Iran’'s chief diplomat from 1981
to 1997.

On the Syrian crisis, the head the Bel-
gian delegation highlighted the impor-
tance of forming a coalition under the
leadership of the UN to resolve the conflict.

Parliament committee approves 6th development plan bill

. TEHRAN — A member of the Iranian

parharnents joint committee on the
sixth development plan said the budget bill has been

approved by the committee.

“The joint committee on the sixth development plan
held a meeting Sunday afternoon to discuss the budget
bill, and after considerations, the bill was approved with
the majority of the committee members’ votes”, Nasser

Mousavi Laregani told Tasnim.

Head of the Management and Planning Organization
Mohammad-Bager Nobakht as well as some other top offi-
cials from the organization were also present at the meeting.
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Airstrikes by the United States-led coali-
tion purportedly targeting the Takfiri ter-
rorist group of the Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) in Syria have
killed nine civilians in a countryside in the
northwestern city of Aleppo.

The fatalities were caused on Sunday
in the east of the town of Mare’, located
some 25 kilometers north of Aleppo, Syr-
ia's War Media reported.

The outlet, meanwhile, reported that
the Syrian army had wrested control

of al-Kandi Hospital in the south of the
Handarat refugee camp — also located
in Aleppo’s northern suburbs — from for-
eign-backed terrorists, killing an unspeci-

M Syrian army advances

Meantime, Syrian forces and their
allies are pushing forward in a major
ground offensive to recapture Aleppo's
rebel-held east.

Dozens of Russian and Syrian govern-
ment air strikes continued pounding the
militant held areas overnight.

Helped by their Moscow ally, the
pro-government forces have gained
ground in the area, but the rebels say they
have been able to repel some assaults.

Since fighting first broke out there in
2012, Aleppo has been divided by a front
line between rebel forces in the east and
government troops in the west.

fied number of them in the process.

According to the report, the army has
also engaged armed militants in south-
ern Aleppo by carrying out mortar and
rocket offensives against them.

A U.S.-Russia-brokered ceasefire in
Syria ended last month. It had ushered
in several days of relative calm. However,
later through the ceasefire, violence be-
gan to creep back when a U.S.-led air-

strike killed more than 80 Syrian soldiers,
who had been fighting the Takfiri terror-
ists in the eastern parts of the country.
Damascus says Washington deliber-
ately targeted the Syrian soldiers.
Recruiting the help of dozens of its al-
lies, the U.S. has been leading an aerial
bombardment campaign targeting al-

—\ i

leged ISIL positions in Syria and Iraq since
2014, without achieving much.

Separately, ISIL terrorists were report-
ed to have struck the positions of the
so-called foreign-backed Free Syrian
Army in the east of the mountainous Qa-
lamoun region, located northeast of the
Syrian capital.

The United Nations is warning of a
humanitarian catastrophe inside the
besieged city, where food and medical
supplies are running low and people are
living in dire conditions.

ISIL unleashed its campaign of terror
against Syria in 2014, three years after
the country became plagued by for-
eign-backed militancy.

(Source: agencies)

Aerial attacks Kkill 30 ISIL militants in Iraq’s troubled Anbar

Over two dozen members of the Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group have been
killed in airstrikes against their positions in Irag's western
province of Anbar.

Major General Ismail al-Mahlawi, commander of the
Anbar operations, told al-Sumaria television on Saturday
that the military aircraft conducted a string of aerial attacks
against designated targets in the Albu Ali Jassim area of
Jazirah Ramadi region, killing at least 30 ISIL terrorists.

An unnamed security source in the northern prov-
ince of Kirkuk also said Iraqi fighter jets bombarded ISIL
camps in the town of Hawijah, situated about 282 kilom-
eters north of the capital Baghdad, leaving scores of the
Takfiris dead and injured.

The source added that ISIL has beefed up its terror
activities inside Hawijah in the wake of the strikes, and
transferred a large number of its wounded members to
local hospitals and clinics.

Additionally, Major General Najim Abdullah al-Ju-

bouri, commander of the Nineveh operations, stated
that Iragi army units have received sophisticated weap-
ons and munitions in preparation for the military opera-
tion to liberate Mosul, Irag’s second-largest city and the
main ISIL stronghold in the country.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) inIraq says an estimated 700,000 people would
need assistance once the offensive gets underway.

For months, Irag has been preparing for the assault
on ISIL in Mosul, which slipped into the hands of the
terrorists in 2014.

Government forces have managed to recapture all the
other places that ISIL had seized, with the last major one
being the city of Fallujah, which was liberated in late June.

The operation for Mosul is highly significant as esti-
mates say about half of the city’s pre-war population of
two million still remains there.

ISIL, based on intelligence information, has reportedly
between 4,000 and 5,000 terrorists in the city, making
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the situation more complicated.

B Violence claimed over 1,000 Iraqi lives in
September: UN

Elsewhere, the United Nations says more than 1,000
people lost their lives and over 1,500 others suffered in-
juries as a result of acts of terrorism and violence across
Iraq in September.

According to the latest figures released by the UN
Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI) on Monday, terrorist
attacks claimed the lives of 1,003 Iragis and left 1,159
others wounded last month.

The UN mission added that the death toll included
609 civilian, while the number of the injured civilians
stood at 951. A total of 394 members of the Iraqi securi-
ty forces were also killed, and another 208 injured during
the mentioned period.

The worst-affected area was the capital province of
Baghdad, where violence took the lives of 289 civilians
and left 838 others wounded. (Source: Press TV)

Palestinians living in Israel
mark 16th anniversary of
Second Intifada
PA officer arrested after criticizing
Abbas for Peres funeral

Palestinians living in the Israeli-occupied territories
have held a protest rally to mark the 16th anniversa-
ry of the Second Palestinian Intifada (uprising), also
known as the al-Agsa Intifada, which left more than
3,000 Palestinians dead.

The Second Intifada broke out in September 2000
following a visit by Israel’s then leader Ariel Sharon to
Haram al-Sharif or Temple Mount in al-Quds (Jerusa-
lem), in @ move that was denounced by Palestinians as
highly provocative.

The uprising ended in February 2005 following a
truce between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

At the beginning of the Second Intifada, 13 Pales-
tinian protesters were killed in clashes with Israeli police
forces in the Galilee, the Triangle and the Nagab.

On Saturday, people marched in Sakhnin in the oc-
cupied territories in remembrance of the victims.

The event was attended by all 13 members of The
Joint List, a political alliance of four Arab-dominated
parties in the occupied territories, as well as the local
mayor and other senior Palestinian officials.

The occupied territories have been the scene of
heightened tensions since August 2015, when the Tel
Aviv regime imposed restrictions on the entry of Pales-
tinian worshipers into the al-Agsa Mosque compound
in East al-Quds.

Almost 250 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli
forces in what is regarded as the third Palestinian Inti-
fada since October 2015.

B Palestinian officer arrested after criticizing
Abbas for Peres funeral

Meantime, Palestinian security forces have detained
a military liaison officer a day after he took to his Face-
book account to criticize President of the Palestinian
Authority (PA) Mahmoud Abbas for attending the fu-
neral of former Israeli President Shimon Peres.

An informed source, requesting anonymity, said Pal-
estinian officers took Osama Mansour Abu Arab into
custody after surrounding his house in the northern
occupied West Bank city of Jenin on Saturday morning,
Ma'an news agency reported.

The source added that Abu Arab had received a
notification of dismissal from work as a major in the
Palestinian Authority’s military liaison office hours be-
fore his arrest.

The Military Liaison is a unit within the Palestinian
National Security Forces (NSF) that coordinates affairs
with Israel.

Abu Arab had in his post scoffed at Abbas for offer-
ing condolences on the death of Peres, describing the
former Israeli president as “the founder of settlement
expansion activities!

(Source: agencies)
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Trump: | don't think
Hillary is loyal to Bill

United States Republican presidential hopeful Donald Trump
on Saturday night questioned his Democrat rival Hillary Clin-
ton's loyalty to her husband, President Bill Clinton, a jab at
the former president's infidelities.

"Hillary Clinton's only loyalty is to her financial contribu-
tors, I don't even think she's loyal to Bill, if you want to know
the truth,” he said during a Pennsylvania rally. “Really folks,
why should she be?”

“The American people have had it with years and decades of
Clinton corruption and scandal. Remember, he got impeached
for lying, you remember what he lied about. He can't practice
law, he was a lawyer, can't be a lawyer. Everyone forgets!

President Clinton's law license was suspended in Arkansas
after he was impeached over lying about his affair with White
House intern Monica Lewinsky. While he could apply for rein-
statement, he has not done so, according to the Arkansas Times.

Trump then listed off a variety of scandals from Clinton's
past, including Whitewater--an investigation into the Clinton's
role in a real estate deal--as well as a controversy over her
investment in cattle futures that made her significant returns.

The GOP (Grand Old Party) nominee and his team
emerged from Monday's debate praising his decision for not
mentioning Clinton's infidelities.

But since then, he's begun to signal he's open to confront-
ing Clinton on the issue during the next debate on Oct. 9.

(Source: The Hill)

‘Leaked Kerry comments
prove U.S. involvement in
Syrian crisis from onset’

The New York Times acquired the taped conversation be-
tween the United States Secretary of State and two dozen
Syrian civilians from education, rescue, and medical groups
working in rebel-held areas, during a meeting on the side-
lines of the United Nations General Assembly.

The leaked recording reveals how angry John Kerry really
is about being unable to topple President Bashar Assad by
military means.

"Tve argued for use of force. I stood up. I'm the guy who
stood up and announced we're going to attack Assad because
of the weapons, and then you know things evolved into a differ-
ent process, the Secretary of State said in the tape.

He told the civilians that “you have nobody more frustrat-
ed than we are (the U.S.)" that the Syrian issue is now being
solved diplomatically.

Kerry also warned the Syrians, who sounded clearly un-
happy with Washington'’s contribution, that attempts to inter-
vene militarily or provide more support to the rebels by the
U.S. may have a reverse effect.

"The problem is that, you know, you get, quote, ‘enforc-
ers' in there and then everybody ups the ante, right? Russia
puts in more, Iran puts in more; Hezbollah is there more and
Nusra is more; and Saudi Arabia and Turkey put all their sur-
rogate money in, and you all are destroyed,” the diplomat
explained. (Source: RT)

Saudi Arabia holds military
exercises in Persian Gulf,
Sea of Oman

The House of Saud regime’s military has held war games in
the waters of Persian Gulf, the Strait of Hormuz and the Sea
of Oman.

The drills, which were conducted on Sunday, involved
ships, planes, marines and special units of the Royal Saudi
Navy, the official Saudi Press Agency (SPA) reported.

The report said that the maneuvers were aimed at “pro-
tecting the Saudi borders and international waters” as well as
"preventing any possible terrorist attacks!

Royal Saudi Navy Commander Abdullah al-Sultan said
that the drills were part of a series of exercises carried out in
the area seeking to raise combat readiness, gain the neces-
sary skills and improve ability to perform essential services.

The maneuvers are held at a time that the Riyadh regime
is grappling with the costs of its deadly military campaign
against its southern neighbor, Yemen.

With much of its wealth dependent on oil revenues, the
kingdom has been hardly hit by plunging oil prices, from
$114 in June 2014 to currently around $50 a barrel of bench-
mark Brent crude. (Source: Press TV)

Civilian targets hit in fresh
Saudi airstrikes in Yemen

The House of Saud regime’s warplanes have carried out a se-
ries of fresh airstrikes against residential areas across Yemen,
leaving a number of people dead and causing more material
damage in the impoverished country.

Two fishermen lost their lives and more than 10 others
suffered injuries on Sunday morning, when Saudi fighter jets
struck an area in the Red City of Mokha, situated 346 kilome-
ters south of the capital, Sana'a, Arabic-language al-Masirah
television network reported.

Saudi military aircraft also bombarded an area in the city
of Sirwah, which lies about 120 kilometers east of the capital,
as well as Nihm district in the capital province of Sanaa, but
there were no immediate reports on possible casualties and
extent of damage.

Also on Sunday, Yemeni army soldiers launched several
missiles at a gathering of Saudi-backed militants loyal to for-
mer President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi in Sirwah, leaving
an unspecified number of them killed and injured. Hadi is a
staunch Saudi ally. (Source: Press TV)
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Iran plans to double services
exports to $30b by 2021

. TEHRAN — Iran plans to double its in-
come from export of services by the end of
the S|><th F|ve Year National Development Plan (2021), IRNA
quoted Mojtaba Khosrotaj, the head of Trade Promotion Or-
ganization (TPO), as saying on Sunday.
3 According to Khosrotaj,
the value of services provid-
ed to other countries is esti-
mated to reach $16 billion by
the end of the current Iranian
calendar year (which ends on
March 20, 2017) and the fig-
ure is planned to exceed $30
billion by 2021.

“Technical and engineer-
ing sectors, tourism, ICT and
transit are four main areas for
the exports of services,' he
said.

He also noted that the to-

: tal value of non-oil exports is
anticipated to reach $50 billion by the end of the current year.
"The figure is expected to exceed $130 billion by the end of
the Sixth Five-Year National Development Plan,” he added.

According to Iran's Custom Administration, the country’s
non-oil exports reached $21.706 billion in the first half of this
year, registering a 5.99 percent rise compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

During the said period, gas condensate was reported to be
the main export product with a total value of $3.496 billion.

Iranian investors welcome
Omani products

Omani Products Exhibition, which concluded recently in the
Iranian capital, offered a unique platform to highlight op-
portunities to boost business relations between Iran and the
Sultanate.

The event has succeeded in attracting businessmen and
investors from various parts of Iran who flocked to the plat-
form to get familiarized with a variety of Omani products.
The meetings between Omani businessmen and their Iranian
counterparts were organized in line with the event and a
number of agreements and memoranda of understanding
were signed between the two sides.

The exhibition presented Omani firms from various in-
dustries including natural resources, minerals, wood prod-
ucts, manufacturing products, furniture, food, medical and
pharmaceuticals, fertilizers, plastic and metal equipment,
perfume, leather, and logistics; in addition to a number of
government bodies, and small and medium enterprises.

A number of companies specialized in the field of shipping
and logistics also took part in the event. Saad bait Nasib, assis-
tant commercial manager for VAS and Liquid Products at Port of
Salalah, said, “Prior to this event, the port had a series of meet-
ings with Iranian firms involved in the field of port services where
cooperation agreements were signed to facilitate shipping and
trade growth between the two countries. Our participation at
the event allowed us to brief Iranian companies on our port, its
facilities and incentives” (Source: Times of Oman)

Asian imports of Iranian oil
soar 81% yearly in August

Four major Asian importers of oil - China, India, South Korea,
and Japan — saw their imports of Iranian crude surge 81.4 per-
cent on the year in August, the highest level in at least five and
a half years, Reuters reported on Friday, citing government
and ship-tracking data.

The four Asian buyers imported 1.835 million barrels per
day (bpd) last month, with China’s imports jumping 48.4 per-
cent to 746,029 bpd, India's buys soaring 189.6 percent at
575,900 bpd, the highest in at least 15 years, South Korea’s im-
ports more than doubling, up 112.3 percent to 277,613 bpd,
and Japan’s imports rising 31.4 percent to 235,612 bpd.

Year to date, the total Iranian oil imports of the four coun-
tries jumped 38.9 percent, with rises across the board, and Ko-
rea more than doubling imports between January and August.

Since western sanctions against Iran were lifted in January
of this year, it has been trying to regain its market shares from
Saudi Arabia and Iraq.

According to a Reuters source familiar with Iran’s tanker
loading schedule, Iran increased its oil exports to more than 2
million bpd last month, close to pre-sanction levels.

Iran has been steadily increasing exports to Asia, and in
April its shipments stood at 1.7 million bpd.

In the battle for market shares, Iran introduced in May a
discount on the June contract for its heavy crude going to Asia,
just a few days after Saudi Arabia had announced a price in-
crease for its own June contract for the continent. With the
discount, Iranian oil was noticeably cheaper for Asian clients
than both Saudi and Iragi crude.

A couple of months later, Saudi Arabia decided to offer
Asian customers the biggest discount in 10 months for its
crude, as the kingdom?’s refineries struggled with an oversup-
ply thanks to record-high output. (Source: oilprice.com)
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Soltanifar, who is the director of Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Organization (CHTHO), also noted that
the income generated from foreign trav-
els and tourism in 2015 accounts for 7.6
percent of Iran’s gross domestic product
(GDP) based on figures collected by the
World Travel & Tourism Council.

He also expressed hope that the figure
would jump to 9 percent for the current
Iranian calendar year (March 2016-March
2017).

“[The promotion of] tourism industry
is the best choice to realize the goal of
resistance economy and to get rid of the
one-product economy,” he said.

Resistance economy, as outlined by
the Supreme Leader, calls on the gov-
ernment to secure the utilization of the
country’s resources, struggle to promote
a knowledge-based economy, take ef-
forts to increase energy consumption ef-
ficiency and boost domestic production.

In this line, the CHTHO is planning to
construct a total of 300 four- and five-star
hotels over the course of five years, he
noted.

Soltanifar added that the private sec-
tor has already started building 170 of
the mentioned hotels.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the official
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said that more than 1,750 tourism pro-
Jjects are currently underway in the coun-
try, requiring some $5 billion to be com-
pleted.

Vinci Construction from France, Dae-
lim Hotel form South Korea, and Steigen-
berger Hotel Group from Germany are
among the attendees to the two-day
event that revolves around the motto of

e
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“100 Hotels, 100 Busmesses ISNA re-
ported on Friday.

Other corporations and holding com-
panies are coming from the Netherlands,
Portugal, Singapore, Thailand, Turkey,
Spain, South Africa, the United Arab
Emirates and Azerbaijan.

Iran and the 5+1 group - the United
States, Britain, France, China and Russia
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plus Germany - finalized the text of the
JCPOA in Vienna in July 2015. The nucle-
ar deal went into effect in January 2016.

In  September, Morteza Rahmani-
Movahhed, the deputy director of the
CHTHO, said over 16 million foreign tour-
ists have visited Iran over the past three
and a half years, in that regard some $24
billion came into the country.

Iran’s oil exports around
2 mb/d in H1
. TEHRAN — Iran r}

sk has exported aver-
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3 airlines negotiating to launch
direct flights to Tehran

. TEHRAN —

s kK member of board of
d|rectors of Tehran Imam Khomeini Air-

agely two million barrels of crude oil
per day during the first half of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
20-September 21), IRNA quoted
Mohsen Qamsari, the director for
international affairs of National Ira-
nian Oil Company (NIOC), as saying
on Sunday.

“The country has also exported
500,000 barrels of gas condensate
per day on average during the men-
tioned time,” Qamsari said.

He noted that for the time being
2.2 million barrels of Iranian crude
are being sent to the market on a

-

daily basis and NIOC plans to in-
crease this figure to 2.35 million in
the upcoming months.

“Presently, Iran is exporting some
600,000-650,000 barrels of crude
per day to European market,” the of-
ficial added.

port City Company announced that his
company is holding talks with Indian,
South Korean and Canadian national
airlines to inaugurate their direct fights
to Tehran, Tasnim news agency report-
ed on Sunday.

Kourosh Fattahi said that from the
beginning of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (started March 20), foreign
national airlines including British Air-
ways, Air France and Thai Airways have
launched direct flights to Tehran and
Imam Khomeini Airport is conducting
negotiations with Air India, Korean Air,

and Air Canada about commencing di-
rect flights to the Iranian capital.

The lifting of sanctions against Iran
in January has turned Tehran into a
new economic frontier and an emerg-
ing tourism market, thus catching the
attention of international airlines.

(O el NI ITNEN & IRNA/Mehdi Qorbani

Thai Airways International (THAI) launched its Bangkok-Tehran service on Saturday.

Indonesian economy
becomes a ‘standout’
among emerging

):g markets
- -

Indonesia is slowly but surely cementing a
reputation as a standout in the global econo-
my, aided by a strong domestic economy and
a government embracing pro-market reforms.
With that in mind, the country recently saw its
strongest growth in more than three years.

“Indonesia has been one of the stronger
performing EM countries this year outside of
countries like Brazil” Clayton Fresk, portfo-
lio manager at Stadion Money Management,
which is based in Watkinsville, Georgia, and
manages nearly $4 billion in assets, told CNBC
recently.

[ Moody's Turkey rating
Q“ ‘wrong’

An international credit rankings agency’s decision
to downgrade Turkey’s rating is unjustified, an expert
said Saturday as Turkey continues to recover from
the failed July 15 coup attempt.

Moody's downgraded Turkey’s sovereign debt
rating last Friday.

Huseyin Yucel, the vice president of Bahcesehir
k12 schools, stressed that the “wrong” decision was
not well-prepared.

Turkey is still worth investing in, he said at a panel
discussion, pointing to Turkey's economic oppor-
tunities and strong record of investing in its youth
through education.

Tehran,
Paris stress
expansion of
trade,

industrial ties

They also discussed the ways for
promotion of bilateral cooperation in
the trade and industrial sectors.

During Nematzadeh's stay in Paris,
Industrial Development and Reno-
vation Organization of Iran (IDRO)
and French multinational automobile
manufacturer Renault signed a deal on
making joint venture in Iran.

The deal was on the establishment
of an engineering and sales office in
Iran to support Iranian auto part man-
ufacturers and also setting up a manu-
facturing plant in the country with the
initial capacity of 150,000 cars per an-
num. The plant is scheduled to start
production in 2018.

European customers
boycotting British
cars, says Jaguar Land
Rover boss

Europeans have been boycotting British
cars since the Brexit vote, according to the
boss of the nation’s biggest auto firm, Jaguar
Land Rover.

Ralf Speth, chief executive of JLR, also
joined senior figures at rival firms in warn-
ing that a hard Brexit would damage the car
industry, which supports around 800,000
jobs.

Speaking at the Paris Motor Show, Speth
said JLR's European sales team have reported
customers turning their noses up at British
cars after the vote to leave the EU.
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Why we should keep an eye
on Saudi Arabia

By Douglas Ollivant

ures dealing with the U.S.-Saudi Arabia relationship.

On September 21, the Congress approved a $1.158
arms deal with Saudi Arabia, consisting primarily of M1
Abrams tanks. However, 27 Senators voted against the deal,
indicating displeasure with either the U.S.-Saudi Arabia rela-
tionship, displeasure with Saudi conduct of its intervention in
Yemen, or both.

Second, and more important, Congress first passed and
then overrode the Presidential veto of the Justice Against
Sponsors of Terrorism Act (JASTA), with both houses over-
whelmingly voting against the President and for the bill.

This law will now carve
out an exception to sover-
eign immunity for domestic
terrorism civil cases begin-
ning with the 9/11 attacks.
While the words "Saudi
Arabia” appear nowhere
in the bill (the bill applies
to any “foreign state”), it is
widely seen as being aimed
primarily at claims against
Saudi Arabia for their al-
leged support of some of
the 9/11 hijackers.

In April, Saudi Foreign
Minister Adel al-Jubeir is re-
ported to have told U.S. legislators that Saudi Arabia would
divest itself of $750B in U.S. assets were JASTA to be passed.
This response, though posed as a rational response to move
Saudi assets from a country where they would be vulnerable
to being frozen, was widely seen as a blackmail threat against
the bill. Numerous firms linked to Saudi Arabia are, under-
standably, concerned.

This divestiture, however, is unlikely for at least three rea-
sons. First, to achieve the desired effect of keeping assets
“unfrozen,” divestiture would have to take the nature of a fire
sale. Liquidating U.S. assets would then be done at a sub-
stantial discount. With oil prices widely expected to remain in
the current trading range for some time (though commodity
prices are inherently volatile), the Saudis simply cannot afford
to sell their assets at a discount, though they may need to
slowly draw down U.S. assets to generate cash for expenses,
especially social programs.

M Vvision 2030

Second, the Saudis have an ambitious plan, entitled Vision
2030 that seeks to transform Saudi Arabia’s economy from
one based solely on oil revenues to a more diverse one that
has a knowledge economy and a defense industrial base. The
Saudis will need considerable external capital to implement
this plan, and not all of it can come from Asia — meaning
that the Saudis will need capital from U.S. investment firms,
making it difficult for them to simultaneously be divesting
their assets in the U.S. Saudi relationships with the U.S. inves-
tors are more critical to the Kingdom than ever.

Finally, the Saudis know that they generate considerable
goodwill in the United States from their participation in the
U.S. economy. To be candid, many major U.S. investment
firms with prominent former government officials on their
boards take an extremely positive view of the importance of
good U.S.-Saudi relations because of the investment of Saudi
sovereign wealth, holding companies, and private money
in their funds. For the Saudis to divest themselves of these
funds, and lower the interest of prominent opinion shapers in
the importance of the U.S.-Saudi relationship, would be self-
destructive and irrational.

So, large-scale Saudi divestiture from the U.S. economy,
despite the real risks of their assets being frozen, remains
unlikely, though there may well be a prominent asset or two
sold just to make the point and follow through on the threat-
ened action, however nominally.

Nonetheless, it remains unclear that exposing the Saudis
to the lower evidentiary standards required of civil cases in in
the interest of the United States. And having court cases go
against the Saudis at critical diplomatic junctures could make
a unified foreign policy difficult. When civil cases can throw
a wild card into sensitive foreign relations, they should be
significantly questioned.

M Passage of JASTA

The passage of JASTA is now a fait accomplit. But it is far
from obvious that this means that passage is in the national
interest of the United States. We must be candid and ad-
mit that the United States has serious differences with the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, most notably on human rights and
the status of women and alleged “softness” (or worse) on
Al Qaeda and other terrorist groups. However, the Kingdom
remains one of the major actors in Middle Eastern foreign
policy. Maintaining close relations with this major power in
a critical region is a U.S. national interest, both to be able
to impact decision-making (however nominally) and to rein-
force internal stability. If the truth of this statement is not self-
evident, then conduct a thought experiment and imagine a
Saudi Arabia without close ties to the United States, in which
there was no U.S. input and which did not have implicit U.S.
security guarantees to enhance internal stability.

The United States has a significant interest in stronger dip-
lomatic and security ties with all major players in this volatile
region. Implementation of JASTA will be at least a minor, and
perhaps major, obstacle to better U.S.-Saudi relations (depend-
ing, of course, on the outcome of civil cases). To loop back to the
first congressional action, the Saudis remain a major consumer
of U.S. defense hardware. And while we may have issues with
some usages, it is not as if we hope they find another supplier.

The relationship with Saudi Arabia remains deeply prob-
lematic — one cannot honestly say otherwise. However, the
answer is not to isolate the Kingdom, but to embrace it and
hope to help it through coming transitions. Their system of
government and political values are not ours. But only by
maintaining close ties can the United States hope to maintain
a productive dialogue and exchange with Saudi society. This
remains a key national interest.

This fall's Congressional docket has featured two meas-

(Source: Time)

INTERNATIONAL

OCTOBER 3, 2016

http:// www.

tehrantimes.com

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange:
‘Webelieve in what we’re doing’

By Michael Sontheimer

ikiLeaks is now 10 years old.
SPIEGEL met with founder Ju-
lian Assange, 45, to discuss the

whistleblower  platform’s  achievements
and whether recent criticism leveled at the
site is justified.

B Mr. Assange, 10 years after the
founding of WikiLeaks, the whistle-
blower platform is again being criti-
cized. WikiLeaks is said to have put
millions of Turkish voters in danger.
What is your response?

A: A few days after the publication of
internal emails from the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, an entirely false story
was put out that we had published the
names, addresses and phone numbers of
all female voters in Turkey. It is completely
false. And it was and is simple to check.
Power factions fight back with lies. That's
not surprising.

B Quite a few German journalists
have long sympathized with WikiLeaks
and also with Edward Snowden. But
they aren’t impressed with the publish-
ing of the DNC emails. Are you cam-
paigning on behalf of Donald Trump?

A: Our publication of the DNC leaks
has showed that the Democratic Nation-
al Committee had effectively rigged the
primaries in the United States on behalf
of Hillary Clinton against Bernie Sand-
ers. That led to the resignation of leading
members of the DNC, including its presi-
dent Debbie Wasserman Schultz.

B People within the Clinton cam-
paign have suggested that the DNC
emails were given to you by the Rus-
sian secret service.

A: There have been many attempts
to distract from the power of our publi-
cations. Hillary Clinton is the favorite to
win. As always, most media aligns with
the presumptive winner even though their
claimed societal virtue is to investigate
those in power.

B The fact is, WikiLeaks is damag-
ing Clinton and bolstering Trump.

A: We're not going to start censoring
our publications because there is a U.S.
election. Our role is to publish. Clinton
has been in government so we have much
more to publish on Clinton. There is a lot
of naivety. The U.S. presidency will contin-
ue to represent the major power groups
of the United States -- big business and
the military -- regardless of who the talk-
ing head is.

B If someone submitted internal
documents from the Trump campaign
or the Republican Party, you would
publish that as well?

A: Yes, of course. That's what we do.

B The German newsmagazine Fo-
cus has even has accused WikiLeaks of
publishing NSA documents and other
documents that have been forged by
the Russian secret service. What's your
comment on that?

A: The claims are not credible. Even

o
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We have a perfect record in detecting forgeries and, unlike the
traditional press, we publish every document so everyone else

can check too.

the U.S. government had to come out
and say that they have no evidence of a
link to WikiLeaks. I exposed the same Ger-
man magazine back in 2008 as having
been extensively penetrated by the BND
(Eds. note: Bundes nachrichten dienst, the
German foreign intelligence agency). We
listed the times and dates of 58 contacts
that a Focus journalist had with the BND.

M Isn't WikiLeaks vulnerable be-
cause it isn't possible for you to check
and verify every single document sub-
mitted and to find possibly forged
documents?

A: We have a perfect record in detect-
ing forgeries and, unlike the traditional
press, we publish every document so
everyone else can check too. WikiLeaks is
literally the worst place in the world to try
and plant a false story.

B How can you prevent WikiLeaks
from being taken advantage of in the
global war of information?

A: Our editorial criteria are public and
they have been the same for about eight
years. If a source gives us material that is
of political, diplomatic, ethical or historical
significance that has not been published
before and is comprised of official docu-
ments or recordings, then we will publish
it. Is the majority of our material in English?
Yes. But that is a resource constraint. Most
of our submissions are in English because
most of our readers speak English.

B On Oct. 4, 2006, you registered
the domain name www.wikileaks.org.
What have you accomplished since
then?

A: WikiLeaks has published over 10
million documents in 10 years. Most have
been published over the last six years,

during which time 1 have been illegally
detained, without charge, in the United
Kingdom.

M You have received political asy-
lum from the government of Ecuador,
but have been stuck in the Ecuadorian
Embassy in London for the last four
years. British authorities would like to
arrest you and extradite you for inter-
rogation to Sweden. Hasn't this situa-
tion handicapped WikiLeaks?

A: While many of the established media
make losses or go bankrupt, WikiLeaks has
survived a major conflict with a superpow-
er, including an unlawful economic block-
ade by its banks and credit card companies
and the detention of its editor. We have no
debts. We have not had to fire staff. We
have never lost a court case related to our
publishing. We have never been forced to
censor. Adversity has hardened us. We're
10 now. Just wait until we're teenagers.

B What has been WikiLeaks' most
important publication?

A: The most important publication of
WikiLeaks is that it has published more
than 10 million documents. The most im-
portant single collection of material we
have published is the U.S. diplomatic cable
series. We started with 251,000 in 2011,
but are up to 3 million now and have more
coming.

B What have been the shortcom-
ings of WikiLeaks? What would you
like to improve?

A: Resources. Has WikiLeaks been
forced to do one thing rather than an-
other in response to resource constraints?
Yes. Constantly.

M Do you regret the fact that you no
longer have a cooperation with estab-

lished papers like the New York Times
or the Guardian -- and that WikiLeaks
is even criticized by liberal papers?

A: We have subsequently worked with
journalists from both papers. Liberal pa-
pers are not necessarily liberal. We have
excellent relations and contracts with
more than 110 media organizations from
all over the world. We aggressively enforce
our agreements.

B Your source Chelsea Manning, a
U.S. soldier, was sentenced to 35 years
in prison. Edward Snowden is stuck in
Moscow. And you are stuck here in the
Ecuadorian Embassy in London. How
can whistleblowers come to terms with
such setbacks?

A: Let us not compare Edward
Snowden’s situation with that of Chel-
sea Manning or Jeremy Hammond, who
is also imprisoned in the United States.
As a result of WikiLeaks' hard work, Ed-
ward Snowden has political asylum, has
travel documents, goes to the ballet and
earns substantial speaking fees. Edward
Snowden is essentially free and happy.
That is no coincidence. It was my strategy
to undo the chilling effect of the 35 year
Manning sentence and it has worked.

M Given all the pressure that you
and those you work with are facing,
how do you keep going?

A: We believe in what we are doing. It's
very satisfying. It's extremely interesting
intellectually. Sometimes great moments
of justice come out of it. In one case, a
man falsely accused left prison thanks to
a publication of ours. A lot of people who
work for WikiLeaks have the same instinct
as me: If you are pushed you push back.

(Source: Spiegel)

WikiLeaks has published
over 10 million documents
in 10 years.

We have excellent relations and contracts
with more than 110 media organizations
from all over the world.

Why one Iraq war veteran can’t vote for Trump

ARTICAL

By Will Fischer

Donald Trump has access to nuclear weapons?

These are just a few of the reasons that 50 Repub-
lican national security experts wrote an open letter
warning that Trump, if elected, "would be the most
reckless president in American history”

"

The letter states that Trump’s “reckless” and “erratic”
behavior would put national security at risk.
We are at a crossroads in our nation. The decisions

Do you want your children to live in a world where
Trump has access to nuclear weapons?

‘I love war”

This is a quote from Donald Trump, candidate for
president of the United States.

[ served my country in Iragq as a United States Ma-
rine. I served in combat. I have friends who drew their last
breaths in Fallujah. I know, all too well, the life-changing
(and sometimes life-ending) consequences of war.

War is not a first resort in response to a bruised ego or
a snarky tweet. It is a life-altering, nation-defining action
with consequences that extend far beyond the moment
the smoke lifts from the battlefield and the rifles and guns
go silent. War and its aftereffects last decades.

Donald Trump's hair-trigger temper and outbursts
have given us no reason to believe that, if elected
president, hed be capable of protecting the safety of
American families, of your family. His tantrums and in-
cendiary rhetoric have proved time and time again that
he is incapable of holding such a position of power
responsibly.

Trump, if elected, “would be
the most reckless president in
American history.”

Throughout this campaign, Trump has shown that
he is capricious, impulsive and utterly unqualified to be
president. On the use of nuclear weapons, he has said,
"We need unpredictability” Speaking with a foreign
policy expert about the U.S. nuclear arsenal, Trump re-
portedly asked in a very cavalier manner, “If we have
them, why can't we use them?”

Do you want your children to live in a world where

we make this November will have a dramatic and pro-
found impact on how our military might is viewed on
the world’s stage — as a defender of liberty and a foe
of tyranny, or as the hired guns for an erratic charlatan.

The lives of those who serve, their families and all
Americans are, quite literally, on the line.

That is why I am proudly voting for Hillary Clinton
this November. She knows how to maintain her bear-
ing. She has a plan to keep America safe. She's aptly
prepared to serve as president of the United States and
commander in chief.

[trust her to responsibly lead our military from the Sit-
uation Room. I trust her judgment with our nuclear codes.
And, most important, [ appreciate the respect she’s always
shown to the men and women who serve—during our
service and long after our uniforms are hung up.

By Will Fischer is executive director of the Union Vet-
erans Council, AFL-CIO. He's a Marine and a veteran of the
war in Irag.

(Source: Newsweek)
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not to mention, deliver a hard blow to the

9/11 victims bill to bring down ‘Judgment Day on U.S.

By Marjohn Sheikhi

15 years has passed since a series of four
coordinated terrorist attacks on the United
States by al-Qaeda brought down the World
Trade Center complex in New York City, caus-
ing the death of nearly 3,000 people, injury
of over 6,000 others, in addition to 3 trillion
of damage costs. So many aspects of the at-
tacks, which came to be known as 9/11 at-
tacks, are still shrouded in mystery, despite
wide-scale investigations carried out imme-
diately by FBI, CIA, and the U.S. Congress
that came to constitute the largest criminal
inquiry in the history of the United States un-
der the War on Terror campaign. Once it was
realized that 15 out of the 19 hijackers were
Saudi nationals, Saudi Arabia became a high
suspect on the investigation list. The Arab
kingdom'’s potential complicity in the attacks
was hinted at in classified U.S. documents
which were opened to public scrutiny in the
form of 28 pages this July. The declassified
pages confirmed suspicions that the terror-
ists likely received support from high-ranking
Saudi intelligence officers, and that “while in
the United States, some of the September 11
hijackers were in contact with, and received

U.S. decades-long relationship with Saudi
Arabia.

To shed more light on the various dimen-
sions of the JASTA and what the lawsuit would
lead to in case of the United States and Saudi
Arabia, Mehr News Agency reached out to
Professor and Attorney Rahul Manchanda,
who has worked for one of the largest law
firms in Manhattan, Paris, and New York for
more than 14 years. He believes that the JAS-
TA was “an emotionally charged piece of leg-
islation that no member of Congress dared
to oppose” but which would bring down a
kind of Judgment Day’ for the U.S., and that
Saudi Arabia will most likely implead and seek
indemnification from any nations that may
have had even the most cursory level of in-
volvement in any capacity, to ultimately close
out the litigation.

The following is the full text of MNA' inter-
view with Mr. Rahul Manchanda:

We know that 15 of the 19 hijackers of
the 9/11 attacks were Saudis. The 28 pages
on Saudi involvement in the terrorist attack,
which had been held up for years due to
‘sensitive information’, exposed links between
some of the hijackers and officials in Saudi

The victims bill will likely lead the U.S. in effect

w e

to “sue itself

if Saudi Arabia blames elements

within the U.S. for the terrorist attacks of 9/11.

support or assistance from, individuals who
may have be connected to the Saudi Govern-
ment, there is information, primarily from FBI
sources, that at least two of those individuals
were alleged by some to be Saudiintelligence
officers!

The alleged connection was strongly re-
jected by Saudi Arabia, however, and in
absence of any definite evidence, the case
against the Arab country remained dormant
until Wednesday, September 28, when the
U.S. Congress voted overwhelmingly to over-
ride a veto by Barak Obama and pass into
law a bill that would allow the families of the
9/11 victims to sue Saudi Arabia for compen-
sations.

Obama had warned the Congress that
the bill, the Justice Against Sponsors of Ter-
rorism Act (JASTA), would leave the United
States vulnerable to an avalanche of lawsuits
for their own state terrorism across the world,

Arabia. What else do we know about Saudi
Arabia’s involvement in the 9/11 attacks? And
how strong a case can they build to deny
any responsibility now that the U.S. Congress
has passed into law a bill that allows fami-
ly members of 9/11 victims to sue the Arab
Kingdom?

As in any type of legal case, defendants
are allowed to “implead’ or “request indemni-
fication” from anyone whom they deem to be
either jointly responsible, or solely responsi-
ble for the damages/injuries. As I recently ex-
plained on CNN International, there is a very
low threshold to implead or gain indemnifi-
cation from third parties and so we are likely
to see the U.S. in effect "suing itself” if Saudi
Arabia, as they have previously threatened
to do, blame elements within the U.S. for the
terrorist attacks of 9/11. Furthermore, you
may see other interesting third party coun-
tries being dragged into the litigation, pro-

vided that cognizable evidence can be shown
to overcome the evidentiary hurdles involved
in impleading/indemnification (for example,
countries where the terrorist funding went
through, telecommunications, mail or elec-
tronic mail or other “nexus” points. Conspir-
acy theorists and “truth-tellers” alike would
have a field day in terms of adding third party
countries to any type of litigation that could
take place. And remember the legislation as it
is currently written does not single out Saudi
Arabia - any U.S. Citizen can sue any coun-
try in the world if they believe them to be
responsible for terrorist attacks on U.S. Soil.

What does the Justice Against Sponsors of
Terrorism Act (JASTA) exactly aim to achieve in
case of Saudi Arabia, then, and do you think
the lawsuit would be successful in achieving
its goal?

Based on my reading of the statute, as it
does not name Saudi Arabia in particular, 1
believe that this was an emotionally charged
piece of legislation that no member of Con-
gress dared to oppose because of the po-
tential devastating effects it could have on

their ability to remain elected in office. Who
wants to be that Congressman (or woman)
that denied the right of Americans to sue
those nations that both mainstream and al-
ternative media (and the 28 pages) declare
were responsible for the 9/11 attacks? This is
why it passed 97-1. But I do not believe that
these representatives thought this through -
they may very well see other constituents of
theirs (both foreign and domestic, such as Is-
rael and Pakistan) be jammed right into the
center of litigation. However, these types of
lawsuits will certainly shed some much-need-
ed light on the inner workings of 9/11, the
Saudi-Israeli relationship, that have not been
obfuscated or hidden yet — it has been 15
years, and therefore much or most of the
evidence is either outdated or lost — and it
could also implicate other nations/agencies/
individuals through exhaustive discovery, in-
terrogatories, and written/verbal testimony.
What do you think the best response for Saudi
Arabia could be, and what would the King-
dom more likely do in reaction to this lawsuit?

Saudi Arabia willimplead and seek indemni-

The JASTA will bring down Judgment Day’ on the
U.S. as the country has been involved either overtly
or covertly in the vast majority of countries overseas.

WELCOME TO OUR WORLD

No 1832, Dr. Shariati St., Next to Pol-E-Roomi, Tehran -

SARMAN Co.

Iran
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fication from any and all nations that may have
had even the most cursory and superficial lev-
el of involvement in any capacity, to ultimately
close out the litigation or cover up the etiology.
For his reason to having vetoed the meas-
ure, Obama said to Senate leaders that other
countries could use JASTA to justify similar im-
munity exceptions to target U.S. policies and
activities that they oppose. How grim would
the situation look for the U.S. in that case?
Extremely so. Since at least the 1950s the
United States has been transformed into
a bona fide "National Security State,” where-
in they have acted to involve themselves ei-
ther overtly or covertly in the vast majority
of countries overseas. Many of these involve-
ments have resulted in death, damage and
injury to foreign governments and individu-
als - the United States cannot allow its own
citizens to sue other governments without
allowing the same type of reciprocity overseas
to citizens of other nations. Even Iran would
theoretically have claims stemming from
the 1953 Iranian coup d'état, known in Iran as
the 28 Mordad coup, which as you know was
the overthrow of the Prime Minister Moham-
mad Mosaddegh in favor of strengthening
the monarchical rule of Mohammad Reza
Pahlavion 19 August 1953, orchestrated by
the United Kingdom (under the name “Oper-
ation Boot") and the United States (under the
name TPAJAX Project, or Operation Ajax). The
various South American, Middle Eastern, Afri-
can, South Asian, Southeast Asian, and other
second and third world nations would also
have a field day with this. If there could be a
definition of “Judgment Day," this would be it.
What does this law mean to the eight-dec-
ade-long U.S.-Saudi relationship? What would
the two sides now stand to lose and gain?
Practically speaking, the U.S.-Saudi re-
lationship has been in its dying throes for a
few years now, as the price of oil has dropped
markedly due to the Saudi influx of oil into the
market in an attempt to artificially depress the
price of oil out of fear of a sanction-less and
competing Iran after the Nuclear Deal; fur-
thermore, the revelations that Saudi Arabia
was implicated in 9/11, their abhorrent hu-
man rights record, their funding and support
for Wahhabi/ISIL terrorism worldwide, as well
as the revelations that Saudi Arabia has been
courting other nations to bolster its defens-
es and establish relationships (Russia, Israel,
India, China, others) in order to defray their
dependency on the U.S., all have contributed
to the dwindling of U.S.-Saudi relationship.

=de

BREITLING

INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS™

AVENGER BLACKBIRD



INTERNATIONAL DAILY

ADVERTISEMENTS

OCTOBER 3, 2016

httop

Ll wwow

tehrantimes.com
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Apartment

Apt. in Zaferanieh Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
European Style
4™ F1., 140 sq.m, furn & unfurn,

60 sq.m balcony,

800 sq.m built up, 4 bdrs, garden,
outdoor pool, Pkg,
Suitable for Residency & Embassy,
$15000

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

with flower boxer, pool,
lobby, SPJ, $3500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
Apt. in Zaferanieh

300 sq.m, 4 bdrs, fully furn,
large living room, $3400
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

700 sq.m built up in 400 sq.m land,
5 rooms + extra suit,
luxury furn, SPJ, renovated,
Pkg, cozy & quit, $14000

Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt. in Farmanieh
2" Fl., 300 sq.m, 3 bdrs,

fully furn, renovated, nice balcony,

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh

furn, renovated, pool,
nice garden, 8000 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

opposite to the garden, pool,
Pkg, 3500 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Elahieh
Apt. in Elahieh

300 sq.m, 4 bdrs, fully furn,
all renovated, marble floor, $3300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

500 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.mland,

5 bdrs, unfurn,
outdoor pool, $8000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

500 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.m land,

Ask Us Your Required
Short Term / Long Term
Furnished &Unfurnished

Apartments.
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Building

Whole Bld. in Elahieh
5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m,
totally 40 rooms, large Pkg lots,

$40 per sq.m
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Bldg. in Zaferanieh
700 sq., land in 1000 sq.m built up,
2 units, totally 12 rooms, 15 Pkg
spaces, completely renovated, $12000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Bldg. in Jordan
All brand new, 1000 sq.m built up,
5 units, totally 20 rooms,
Pkg lot, 12000 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bldg. in Zaferanieh
5-Storey, 10 units, each unit 210 sq.m
with 3 rooms, SPJ, Pkg, garden,
almost new,

Good for Residency or Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Occasion

Apt. in Aqdasiyeh
3" Fl., 120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn,
excellent view, 1800 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Andarzgoo
1** FL, 90 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, Pkg,
nice & cozy, $1200
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Farmanieh
160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, balcony,
nice view, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Jordan
130 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $1700
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Nice Attention To Embassies, International & Local Companies & Shopping Centers

The professional section of administrative license offices, Commercial Properties and Shopping Centers. From 100 Sq.m to 20,000 Sq.m (For Sale & Rent)
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Section Manager "Tina 09128440154"
Tel: 22662452-8 , Fax: 22667173
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Office in Vanak
1500 built up, flat, high standard Bldg.,
full of foreign companies, Pkg,
Suitable for Companies
Price: $63 per sq.m
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office in Jordan
All brand new, 600 sq.m built up,
open space, Pkg, $45 per sq.m
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Vozara
2-Storey, each floor 500 sq.m,
flat, 15 Pkgs, renovated,
Good for foreign Companies,
Price: $40 per each Sq.m
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Office
300 sq.m, open office, lobby, Pkg,
Good For Companies,
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Vali-Asr
110 sq.m, 3 rooms, furn & unfurn,
almost new, Pkg lot, lobby,
Suitable for Companies
Price: $40 per sq.m
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office in Jordan
Brand new, 3000 sq.m built up,
5 units, Pkg lot
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Elahieh
5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m,
totally 40 rooms, large Pkg lots,

$40 per sq.m
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Jordan
250 sq.m, 2 rooms, 7 car Pkgs,
$45 per sq.m
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Best Consultation, Best Services, Best Result
Hot Line: 28141
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Shopping center
leasing&managment

Project Development
Leasing and Releasing

Management and consultancy
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Manager
09122841274 - Mr.Tayyar
parsdiplomatic@gmail.com
info@parsdiplomatic.com
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TEL: 22041212 - 09121081212
APARTMENT - VILLA - OFFICE
PROPERTY@FIRSTCHOICECO.COM

WWW.FIRSTCHOICECO.COM

Mr. Ghanizadeh
Nobody does
it better

Don't Waste Your Time

Visit our website to choose your desired rental Properties

www. Delta #OME. ir

The Most Specialized Website for Foreigners

HOME
Real Estate

Member o \ Real Estate Group
8888865

PoRsaGreM

villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beautiful old trees and lush courtyard,
swimming pool, gym and tennis court

Mede Shah 09372748090 - 021-22051919 - Mede78@yahoo.com

Fereshteh Bagh [Garden] Tower
350 sq.m, 4 bedrooms, super luxury, 10 sq.m balcony, fully

furnished, chic and very beautiful Babak (0912-6507011)

——g——
For Rent

sohil
Atriplex house
in 600sq.m.plot
in a quiet place
4 bedrooms
mr.parsa

0912-1396324)

A A

CONETE
RESTALRNOT

SINCE 1968
(+9821) 22230292 - 22219036
Add: Shariati Ave., Pol-e-Roomi, Top of Qeytarieh, Tehran
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Advertising Dept:
times1979@gmail.com
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1_ Grand villa in Farmanieh,

Special for Ambassador--

3_Elahieh, Jordan, Vanak,

1,2,3,4 bedrooms.
Mr. Abtin: 0921 334 21 20

AFFILIATED TO SHAR GROUP REAL ESTATE
DISCOVER YOUR PERFECT HOME Department Manager Nader: +98 912 301 39 06

1400 sgm., full facilities,Special for
embassy & house of Ambassador. $20000
Mr. Khajevand: 0935 100 41 40

2_Grand duplex apartment in Jordan,
800 sgm., 5 bedroom:s, full facilities,

- $14000

Mr. Khajevand: 0935 100 41 40

Furnished/ Unfulfilled, full facilities,

4_Office from 50 to 2000 sqgm
In Jordan, Vanak, Zafaranieh,
Advisor Mr. Abtin: 0921 334 21 20

' 5_ Apt. in Ellahieh
Brand new building,185 and 215 sqm.
Full facilities, Excellent view, Nice balcony
Mr. Saba 0912 915 9297

| 6_ Building

. For residential or office use, 4 story,

each floor 330 sqm. Furnished or unfurnished
Mr. Saba 0912 915 9297

| 7_Apt. Shahrak-e-Gharb
135 sqm. 3 bedrooms
Brand new building
Mr. Arzaani 0933 60 77 416

8_ Apt. Shariati st,

' Near British school, 140 sqm. 3 bedrooms
Brand new building
Mr. Arzaani 0933 60 77 416

Telephone: +98 21 95 11 90 80

(hi

SHAR GROUP
™ shar_group

‘w) @shargroup

« SPPNETE
3 PRASGOW i
] RESTHURHOT |
Since: 1969

TEHRAN TIMES

Iran’s Leading International paiy

Advertising Dept

ICH021E 4301511450

times1979@gmail.com

Address: No.52, Darya-Noorani Blv.Crossroad,
Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb

Tel: 88562040 - 88562050

Rene CEavtusive %(rr

WWW.EGPRENTCAR.COM
INFO@EGPRENTCAR.COM

TELL: +98 21 - 88 66 50 24 - 5
FAX: +98 21 - 88 88 21 27
MOB: +98 912 - 3756004

MOB: +98 912 -

8573216
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follows:

[ranian cars

2- EGP Co. facilitates to rent variety of luxurious Sedan, Semi

Luxury and SUV ears

3- EGP Co/is ready to sign different types of rental car

agreements .

Etminan Gasht Paytakht Institute (EGR.€Co>) with
15 Years of experience and busin@éss background
in car rental affairs has thelargest collection of
luxurious cars in Iran, and its activities are as

1- EGP Co. facilitates to rent variety of European, Asian and

agreements with companies or individuals using skilled

drivers' fluent in English for part time, monthly and annually

4- EGP Co. facilitates different types of cars to rent with or

. A
without driver for long or short-term contracts.
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10 hot titles of IT world

By Alireza Khorasani

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed by
savvy tech users:
US Governmant finnally transferred control of the
technical management of the internet(ICANN) to
UN.This decision will not affect internet users.

ICANN as a self-regulating organization will be operated
by the selection of stakeholders,engineers, academics, busi-
nesses, non-government and government groups.

New advertising system on Apple store starting
October 5 that users searching for a particular app
might see ads for related ones.

App suggestions which are ads will have a distinctive blue
badge.

Google has hired a financial adviser to buy Twit-
ter. Google Plus has failed by Facebook and wants
stand up at any cost.

Walt Disney and Salesforce have been reported to be ex-
ploring a potential bid for Twitter, as well. It's not clear if a bid
has been made by any company, as hiring an adviser doesn't
signal definite intentions for a bid.

Former Yahoo exec estimated the number of ac-

counts that could have potentially been stolen
could be anywhere between 1 billion and 3 billion.

Duplicate story: EU intended again to fine Alpha-

bet's Google for violating antitrust regulations.

According to new data out from WebpageFX, two-

thirds of cell phone users have either an iPhone or
a Samsung Galaxy, with 45% of users preferring iPhones over
Galaxy phones.

So, if you live in a higher-income state, it's likely you own
an iPhone.

7 Xperia X Compact smartphone is special answer
from Sony to the iPhone SE.
Samsung's 128 GB Evo microSD card is selling for
$32. This is lowest price for microSD card.
https://www.amazon.com/Samsung-128GB-Adapter-MB-
MP128DA-AM/dp/BOOP3NMVVU
New feature coming soon from facebook is similar
to Snapchat's Stories.'Messenger Day'app is testing
in Poland only and allows to users to share a page full of
pictures and videos with friends for 24 hoursand then will
disappear.
Display of Galaxy S8 rumored to have 4K resolu-
tion and support VR. UHD resolution will set 2017
Samsung flagship.The resolution of Galaxy S7 is 1440 x 2560.

5G mobile network with
1,200 Mbps download
speed tested

By Shataw Naseri

5G mobile network telecommunications that lets you access
the speed of more than one gigabit per second (Gbps) was
tested in Iran on October 1, 2016.

The testing process, successfully carried out by MTN Iran-
cell, was attended by Iran's ICT Minister Mahmoud Vaezi,
Mehr News Agency reported.

Here, the download speed of 5G mobile phone technolo-
gy, tested for the first time in the Middle East, reached 1,200
Mbps and the upload speed reached 65 Mbps, as well.

During the testing process, a movie of 2 GB was down-
loaded within 15 seconds.

Testing 5G technology was one of 9 projects launched by Vaezi.

National Information
Network project
performance feature no
ambiguity: Firouzabadi

By Shataw Naseri

Abolhassan Firouzabadi, the head of Iran’s Supreme Council
of Cyberspace, in an interview with the Mehr News Agency,
stressed that the process of implementing National Informa-
tion Network project features no ambiguity.

He, also, said, “Communications and Information Technol-
ogy Ministry has complied with the Council’s Directive and we
hope that all targets are met!

Regarding the Council's some members complaining
about its meetings being held irregularly, Firouzabadi not-
ed, "President Hassan Rouhani regularly holds the Council's
meetings about once a month!

Moreover, he maintained that at the Council’s next meet-
ing, due to be held within this week or next week, certain
issues such as regulating messaging apps as well as National
Information Network would be on the agenda.

Supreme Council of Cyberspace’s latest session held on
Saturday 27 August, one day prior to National Information
Network project being launched, witnessed some controver-
sies as the members protested that the Council’s meetings
were held irregularly.

This led to a conflict between Rouhani and a member of
the Council, Mehr reported.
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1mostimportanttechjohs
needed for tndav s digital enterprise

What are the tech jobs currently most
needed to help an organization move
into the digital realm?

Many of the tried-and-true tech skill-
sets that have been honed to help en-
terprises build out web services, SOA,
cloud, microservices and containers are
well-suited for the all-encompassing dig-
ital enterprise everyone is now striving to
build.

But all these IT roles now require an
additional twist -- there needs to be
greater engagement with end users, and
even more directly with customers them-
selves. There is a stronger thread that
emphasizes achieving business value in
today's enterprise IT roles.

1-Full-stack architects. This is a
broad architectural role, encompass-
ing every part of the infrastructure you
can think of -- platform, OS, database,
middleware, and interfaces. These pro-
fessionals should have "at least eight to
ten years of software engineering ex-
perience and deep expertise with one
to two core programming languages,"
Bhens, Lau, and Sarrazin observe. A
keen grasp of the business is also part
of the equation.

2-DevOps engineers. With release
cycles going into hyperdrive, enterprises
need people who can keep developers
and operations teams in sync. Require-
ments include "five to eight years of soft-
ware-engineering experience and have

now ventured into infrastructure-auto-
mation technologies (e.g., Chef, Puppet,
et cetera), cloud platforms (e.g., AWS, Az-
ure, et cetera), and more advanced con-
tainerization technologies (e.g., Docker),"
the McKinsey analysts write.

3- Product owners. Bhems, Lau, and
Sarrazin equate this role to being a "mi-
ni-CEO of a digital product," which is a
great way to put it. These are the people
who tie the product directly to the busi-
ness, and thoroughly understand the ROI
it can deliver. Requirements include "three
to five years of strong product-manage-
ment experience and a good sense for

4

the intersection of business, user-experi-
ence design, and technology."

4- Designers. User experience (UX)
and customer experience (CX) are the
watchwords for succeeding in business
today, and needed are professionals are
IT-savvy, and can focus "on getting at
the heart of the customer through eth-
nographic research, human-centered
design, and rapid test-and-learn cycles
with customers," the authors state. Re-
quirements for designers include ex-
perience in conducting research, field
testing, and "using design tools such as
personas, empathy maps, and custom-

er journeys."

5- Front-end and mobile engineers.
These professionals are charged with
"building high-performing, scalable, and
elegant web and mobile user interfac-
es," the authors explain. Requirements
include "deep expertise in front-end web
and mobile technologies that include
browser-based HTML, CSS, and modern
JavaScript frameworks (e.g., React)S, An-
gularjs, etc) and native mobile platforms
on either iOS and/or Android."

6- Scrum masters and agility coaches.
The fastest-moving IT shops these days
typically engage in Agile development to
rapidly and iteratively churn out software
with user input every step of the way.
Needed are "scrum masters to manage
teams during the development process."
These professionals needs to have "great
leadership and enabling skills," along with
"a deep understanding of technology
and an ability to rapidly solve problems"
-- and keep the project on track and free
from distractions.

7-  Next-gen machine-learning en-
gineers. Machine learning is a relatively
new skillset on the scene, requiring more
of a renaissance software engineer, the
McKinsey team observes. Such an indi-
vidual needs to know how to work with
data, how to write algorithms, and how
to make it all function within high-velocity
environments.

(Source: mckinsey.com)

$5.7 billion investment in ICT/equipping rural areas with high-speed Internet

By Shataw Naseri

Iran’s Deputy ICT Minister Barat Ghanbari said that IT
share in ICT budget would escalate to 30 percent and
the maximum $5.7 billion would be invested in this

area.

In an interview with ISNA News Agency, he said that
telecommunications growth as well as IT infrastructure
flourishing has been included in Iran’s sixth economic
development plan (2016-21), adding, “currently, IT share

about 80 percent!

maintained.

Therefore, of $17.1 billion considered for invest-
ment in the sixth development plan, about $4.2 bil-
lion to $5.7 billion would be invested in IT, accord-

ing to Ghanbari.

is less than 20 percent and telecommunications share is

"We aim at increasing IT share to 30 percent and
lessening telecommunications share to 70 percent,” he

He added that today IT is considered as the pioneer

of development, thus how much the Internet connection

speed as well as broadband escalate, GDP would grow,

consequently.
Deputy Minister also stressed that in the past three

years, nearly $11.4 billion was invested in IT infrastruc-

ture by the government and about $4.5 billion was in-
vested by the operators, as well.
“ICT Ministry aims at equipping rural areas with the

high-speed Internet to prevent rural-urban migration,’

he noted.

UK banking chief
raises concerns over
security of biometric

authentication

Biometric data is increasingly playing a strate-
gic role in end-user authentication, and bank-
ing regulators in the UK are concerned just
how secure it might be in light of a recent
report by Kaspersky Lab.

In an investigation into underground cyber-
crime, Kaspersky found at least 12 sellers offer-
ing ATM skimmers capable of stealing finger-
prints. Furthermore, Kaspersky identified three
underground sellers researching devices that
could obtain data from palm vein and iris rec-
ognition systems.

The report drew the attention of the UK’s Treas-
ury Select Committee, which oversees treasury,
revenue and customs, and the Bank of England.

The committee’s chief, Andrew Tryie, is asking
banking regulators to look into consequences
surrounding stolen biometric data. In a letter to
industry and government, he said, “Banks and
regulators will need to plan for what they will do if
biometric details are lost and/or illegally obtained
by third parties” He asked regulators if they shared
his concerns, and he went on to say plans would
need to be developed to deal with customers who
may be victims of biometric hacks.

The main concern with biometric identifiers is
that they cannot be revoked and replaced by a
new identifier like in the case of a stolen password.

The concern is real in the US where 5.6 million
fingerprint records were stolen during the breach
of the United States Office of Personnel Manage-
ment in the summer of 2015. US agencies created
a working group to see how cyber attackers could
use fingerprint data. This group includes the FBI,
Department of Homeland Security, Department of
Defense, and other members of the intelligence
community.

"The problem with biometrics is that unlike
passwords or pin codes, which can be easily mod-
ified in the event of compromise, it is impossible
to change your fingerprint or iris image,” Olga
Kochetova, security expert at Kaspersky Lab, said
in a release surrounding the Kaspersky investiga-
tion. “Thus, if your data is compromised once, it
won't be safe to use that authentication method
again. That is why it is extremely important to keep
such data secure and transmit it in a secure way!"

Kaspersky Lab also reported discussions in
underground communities regarding develop-
ment of mobile applications that rely on placing
masks over a human face. With such an app,
attackers can take a person’s photo posted on
social media and use it to fool a facial recogni-
tion system, the report said.

Khaghan Restaurant

www.khaghan.com

Add.: Dooma Crossroad,
Golestan Blvd., Africa Ave.

Reservation
Tel: 26215990 & 22050119

Suitable for Embassies

& Foreign Companies

Outdoor Space, Intl. Cuisine,
Located in a Calm

and Cozy Environment, Enough
Parking Lot




http: /7 /7 www.

tehrantimes.com

OCTOBER 3, 2016

S C I ENCE

sSurprising spiral structure found
around young star

For the first time, spiral arms much like
those of the Milky Way galaxy have been
found embracing a young star.

This finding may shed light on the
mystery of how planets can form far away
from their parent stars, the researchers
behind the new study said.

When new stars form, the clouds of
gas and dust around them collapse to
form disks. Previous research suggested
that planets originate within these “pro-
toplanetary disks” as gravity pulls clumps
of matter together into larger masses. In
this case, though, researchers have spot-
ted unusual spiral arms forming in the
debris.

Until now, astronomers usually de-
tected spiral arms around stars only dur-
ing the later stages of protoplanetary
disks, such as when planets had already
formed, and in hazy disks that were diffi-
cult to understand the structure of.

M Density waves

This new work is the first time re-
searchers have detected such spiral arms
around a very young star, caused by pile-
ups of material researchers call density
waves.

"These results are the first detection

for Radio Astronomy in Bonn, Germa-
ny, told Space.com. "Density waves are
what cause the spiral arms observed in
spiral galaxies, and it is remarkable that
we observe the same phenomena but
in physical scales related to planet for-

mation, (which are) much, much smaller
than galaxy scales’”

To understand how spiral arms might
form in protoplanetary disks, imagine
traffic jams occurring within these disks,
with faste-moving chunks of matter

caught behind slower-moving material.
Prior work suggested that such conges-
tion leads to alternating regions of great-
er and lesser density, the so-called "den-
sity waves,” akin to how water can bunch
up and spread apart to form ripples on
a pond. Since protoplanetary disks spin,
the previous research suggested that
those waves of density curve, taking on
the shape of spiral arms. Researchers
think similar activity on a larger scale cre-
ated the Milky Way’s spiral arms.

This young star, named Elias 2-27, is
located about 450 light-years from Earth,
in the constellation Ophiuchus. The star is
at least 1 million years old and about half
the mass of the sun, and it possesses an
unusually massive protoplanetary disk,
up to about one-seventh the sun’s mass,
the astronomers said.

Using the Atacama Large Millimeter/
submillimeter Array (ALMA), an enor-
mous radio telescope in northern Chile,
the researchers detected a flattened disk
of dust around Elias 2-27 that reaches out
to what would be about the orbit of Nep-
tune in the Solar System.

Beyond that point, in a region analo-

of spiral density waves in the reservoir of
gas and dust that surrounds a newborn
star’ study lead author Laura Pérez, an
astronomer at the Max Planck Institute

The young star, named Elias 2-27, is located
about 450 light-years from Earth, in the

constellation Ophiuchus.

gous to the solar system's Kuiper Belt, the
scientists found a narrow band with signifi-
cantly less dust, which they said may be evi-
dence of a planet in the process of forming.

(Source: space.com)

Toxic algal bloom tied to Pacific’s warm ‘blob’

The unprecedented West Coast toxic algal bloom of
2015 appears to be linked to the unusually warm ocean
conditions — nicknamed the "blob” — in the winter and
spring of that year.

The bloom closed fisheries from southern California
to northern British Columbia.

“We have toxic algae events that result in shellfish clo-
sures off the Washington and Oregon coast every three
to five years or so, but none of them have been as large
as this one," says lead author Ryan McCabe, a research
scientist at the University of Washington’s Joint Institute
for the Study of the Atmosphere and Ocean, a collab-
orative center with National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

“This paper is significant because it identifies a link
between ocean conditions and the magnitude of the
toxic bloom in 2015 that resulted in the highest levels of
domoic acid contamination in the food web ever record-
ed for many species,” says coauthor Kathi Lefebvre, a
marine biologist at NOAAs Northwest Fisheries Science
Center. “This is an eye-opener for what the future may
hold as ocean conditions continue to warm globally”

M Harmful algal bloom

Researchers found that the 2015 harmful algal bloom,
which set records for its spatial extent and the level of
toxicity, was dominated by a single species of diatom,

Pseudo-nitzschia australis, normally found farther south
off California.

This map shows impacts of the 2015 West Coast toxic
algal bloom. Orange mammal symbols were detected
with domoic acid, while those colored red also showed
symptoms of poisoning. The numbers indicate how
many mammals were affected. Shaded and hatched re-
gions show closures for anchovy fisheries, offshore Dun-
geness and rock crab fishing, and shellfish harvesting.

Warm water not only allowed this species to survive,
it also created an environment favoring its growth. By
early 2015 the warm “blob” had moved toward shore
and spread all along the West Coast. Warmer water cre-
ates less dense surface water that is more likely to stay
floating on the surface, where it can become depleted
in nutrients.

Previous laboratory studies by coauthor William
Cochlan of San Francisco State University showed that P
australis can take up nitrogen very quickly from a variety
of sources, and appear to outcompete other, nontoxic
phytoplankton in nutrient-depleted warm water.

For the new study, published in the journal Geophysi-
cal Research Letters, researchers performed experiments
with P australis from the 2015 bloom. They showed that
when these cells experience warmer temperatures and
get more nutrients they can double or triple their cell

division rates, allowing them to potentially bloom into a
large population fairly quickly at sea.

"When springtime shifts in wind direction brought
deeper, nutrient-rich water upward near the coast, a
small population of P australis became a big popula-
tion, which was then washed ashore along the West
Coast by late spring storms,” says coauthor Barbara
Hickey, professor of oceanography at the University
of Washington.

(Source: futurity.org)

RIC to Win Insurance Rating from EU

The art of selling insurance policy and preserving top
rating is a kind of prosperity and opulence.

Chief Executive of Razi Insurance Company (RIC)
Younes Mazloumi announced the above statement
held at the venue of Tehran Olympic Hotel held on
Friday Sept. 31in the presence of representatives and
sales agents of the company.

The company is on the right track for develop-
ment and excellence, he said, adding: "Razi Insurance
Company is the first Iranian insurance company which

has managed to win EFQM (European Foundation for
Quality Management) certificate!”

Given the above issue, RIC is the first insurance
company which has received “insurance rating” from
European Union (EU), he maintained.

In this regard, senior executive official of Capital
Interagency will visit Iran in next week in order to
announce results of his evaluation officially in written
form, he stated. It should be noted that insurance
industry and insurance companies have composed

of a number of stakeholders, he said, adding: "Gain-
ing satisfaction of beneficiaries and stakeholders is
considered as main task of the senior management
of the company in order to materialize most of its
objectives!

In the end, Chief Executive of Razi Insurance Com-
pany (RIC) Younes Mazloumi put the insurance sales
growth rate of the company at 90 percent in a way
that it enjoys top rank financial opulence index with an
excellent portfolio”

Sarmayeh Bank Volleyball Team Awards Championship Cup to Families of Martyred Holy Shrine Defenders

Sarmayeh Bank awarded Asian Champion-
ship Cup to the esteemed families of mar-
tyrs of the defenders of the holy shrines.

The award-granting ceremony of Sar-
mayeh Bank volleyball team, crowing for
the first time in Asian clubs, was held and
championship cup was awarded to the
esteemed families of martyred defenders
of the holy shrines, Public Relations De-
partment of Sarmayeh Bank reported.

It should be noted this prestigious
ceremony was held in the presence of
members of the Board of Directors of the

bank, sports officials and managers, Majlis
representatives, senior state and military
authorities, athletes of the bank’s volleyball
team as well as esteemed families of mar-
tyred defenders of the holy shrines.

Chief Executive and Member of Board
of Directors of Sarmayeh Bank Dr. Mo-
hammad-Reza Khani was the first speaker
who pointed to the glorious triumph of
volleyball team of the bank in Asian clubs
as merited representative of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and stated: “The precious
and valuable triumph of volleyball of the

team in Asian competitions shows un-
sparing endeavors of officials and players
of the team and it is hoped that this great
victory will be considered as a introduc-
tion for future successes in global level”

It should be noted that the first cred-
it card of the bank was unveiled in this
prestigious ceremony, he ended.

Moreover, the first credit card of
the bank was unveiled in the presence
of member of the Board of Directors
and Financial Deputy of the bank Dr.
Khadem and Deputy Chief Executive of

Farhangian Reserve Fund Dr. Kazemi.
Another senior official of the bank
pointed to the credit cards of the bank
and said: "It is for years that credit-based
cards have hit in widespread banking net-
work of the world countries and have high
efficiency for both customers and people”
In the end, official in charge of the bank
Dr. Sepandar pointed to the efficacy and
specifications of this card and said: "With
its technical capabilities, credit card will
cause transparency, growth and econom-
ic prosperity coupled with reducing costs”

Modern 5G Moblle Tested in Iran in Presence of ICT Minister

In a glorious ceremony, IRANCELLs 5th generation
(5G) mobile phone operator was tested in the country
in the presence of Minister of Communications and In-
formation Technology (ICT) Mahmoud Va'ezi, Head of
Mostazafan and Janbazan (M&J) Foundation Saeidikia
and his deputies at the ministry.

Given the above issue, the 5th generation of mobile
phone, which makes the possibility of accessing speed
more than one gigabyte/second, was tested in Iran,
Public Relations Dept. of ICT reported.

As tested for the first time in the Middle East region,
download speed of 5th generation technology of mobile
phone operator was recorded 1,200 megabyte/second

with the capability of 65 megabyte/second upload speed.
Of the other salient specification of this modern mo-

bile generation, a film with two gigabytes (16 GB) was also

downloaded only within 15 seconds, the report added.

Testing 5th mobile generation is one of the nine
projects which was unveiled in IRANCELL Company.

Moreover, NFC payment system and new SIM cards
of the company, entitled "Multi-Number SIMD Cards’,
tourism SIM Card and Children SIM Card were unveiled
and put into operation officially.

It should be noted that 5G (5th generation mobile
networks or 5th generation wireless systems) denotes
the proposed next major phase of mobile telecommu-
nications standards beyond the current 4G/IMT-Ad-
vanced standards. 5G planning includes Internet
connection speeds faster than current 4G, and other
improvements.
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Study says hanging out
with your unattractive
friend boosts your looks

A study says that people with less good looking friends ap-
pear more attractive to others. This new discovery breaks
former assumptions that a person’s perceived level of attrac-
tiveness is fixed, showing that this varies depending on the
people you hang out with.

According to a research from the Royal Hollway, Universi-
ty of London published in the journal Psychological Science,
how people judge and perceive your level of attractiveness
depends on how you compare to the people in your sur-
roundings. This new discovery breaks former assumptions
that a person’s perceived level of attractiveness is fixed,
showing that this varies depending on the people you hang
out with.

"Until now, it's been understood that a person’s level of
attractiveness is generally steady,” said study author Dr. Nich-
olas Furl in a news release. "If you saw a picture of George
Clooney today, you would rate him as good-looking as you
would tomorrow. However, this work demonstrates that the
company we keep has an effect on how attractive we appear
to others!

Furl further notes that one's level of attractiveness and
beauty has had a profound impact in today's society, but how
it's measured is still a “‘grey area” The study aims to create a
new understanding that good looks is not static.

To conduct the study, Furl asked a number of participants
to rate different pictures of faces one by one. After which, two
attractive faces were then placed alongside pictures of faces
who were deemed less attractive face tagged as “distractor”
face! Furl noted that the presence of a “distractor” face made
the participants more critical in discerning the two attractive
faces.

Earth’s atmosphere now
has carbon dioxide levels
unseen for 15 million years

(Source: Nature World News)

The world has crossed a major greenhouse-gas milestone,
and it may never turn back.

As you can see, atmospheric CO2 cycles every year, but
there’s a significant upward trend in the measurements.

Right now we're at
the low point in that
cycle, just at the end
of September. And, ac-
cording to a post from
the Scripps Institute of
Oceanography  (which
we first saw covered g
over at Motherboard),
atmospheric  CO2 s
holding at 401 parts per
million.

That's the first time in
recorded history that the annual carbon cycle has bottomed
out at over 400 ppm. And it means the 2016 carbon trough
is about 25% higher than the 1958 peak — just under 320
ppm.

As Scripps points out, there have been a few years when
the readings in October have been a bit lower than Septem-
ber. But they've never seen one full ppm drop, so it's unlikely
we'll see a reading under 400 ppm this year.

And given the steady upward trend in atmospheric CO2,
it also means we'll likely never see a reading under 400 ppm
in the foreseeable climate future.

The last time atmospheric carbon held above 400 ppm
was 15 million years ago. The world was three to six degrees
warmer, and sea levels were between 75 and 120 feet higher,
according to research published in the journal Science.

(Source: Business Insider)

The most murderous
mammal is probably not
what you think it is

Ape shall never kill ape. The primate society in the 1973 film
"Battle for the Planet of the Apes,” the fifth installment in the
Planet of the Apes franchise, was governed by this central
rule. It was a pleasant sentiment even when chanted from
beneath a rubber mask. But such niceties never seem to last,
particularly not in post-apocalyptic fiction.

We hate to rock Dr. Zaius's world, but that rule does not
exist in real-life mammal societies, either.

As a new study published in the journal Nature demon-
strated, not only does ape kill ape, but the mammalian world
is full of murder.

Monkeys kil their own kind, as do lions, a few bat species
and long-tailed chinchillas. But the bloodiest, most homicidal
of more than 1,000 species surveyed is the meerkat.

The team of Spanish biologists and geneticists behind the
study did not set out to point a bloody paw at the meerkat,
however. They were more interested in plumbing the evolu-
tionary history of lethal violence, comparing murder rates for
1,024 different types of mammals. The University of Granada
researchers combed scientific studies to create a database of le-
thal aggression, totaling 4 million mammal-on-mammal deaths.

It turned out that, at about 1 in 5 meerkat deaths due to in-
traspecies slaying, the little African carnivores stood at the head
of the violent class. Meerkats off their own young when resourc-
es are scarce. Meerkat society is also rigidly hierarchical, and fa-
tally so; as pregnant meerkats will kill a subordinate’s offspring to
make room in the clan. (If you know a thing or two about the
mongoose species, this might not come as a surprise — they
are "baby-killing cannibals,” per the Telegraph in 2006.)

(Source: The Washington Post)
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Southern Iran being hit by
dust storms

TEHRAN — Two southeastern and south-

d e s k western provinces of Iran have been deal-
ing with consistent dust storms since last week, ISNA news
agency reported.

CentralIrag and Syria are the sources of these storms, Zia-

e-din Shoaei, the director of

4 national working group for

combatting dust storms, has
said.

The director of Sis-
tan-Baluchestan  province
meteorological department,
Ali Mollashahi, warned that
dust particles have reached
an alarming level be becom-
ing 18 folds.

Khuzestan province is
also struggling with the
phenomenon which made
the local authorities to shut
down schools on Sunday.

Additionally flights at the Abadan and Ahwaz airports got
canceled due to the poor visibility caused by increased dust
in the air.

The tree that owns itself

“The tree that owns itself” which is located at the top of the
steep hill where Dearing and Finley Streets intersect, is prob-
ably the most unusual property holder in the world. The
tree pays no taxes, is protected by the community and rests
secure in its own enclosed garden-type lot. In addition, this
= UNique tree has be featured

| in Ripley’s "Believe it or Not"
% and has received regular

. attention from newspapers
. and magazines from around
%4 the world.

The land on which the tree
stands was originally owned
x. by Col. William H. Jackson, a

. professor at the University of
Georgia. Legend has it that
in the early 1800s, Professor
Jackson, out of love for the
great oak, deeded to the
¥ tree ownership of itself and
" the land within eight feet of
it on all sides. The marker at the foot of the tree reads as
follows: “For and in consideration of the great love I bear
this tree and the great desire I have for its protection, for all
time, I convey entire possession of itself and all land within
eight feet of the tree on all sides” An original deed has not
been located, but the Athens community has recognized the
tree’s title to the surrounding land and has taken measures to
protect the tree. Philanthropist George Foster Peabody paid
to install the enclosure surrounding the tree.

The original tree became diseased and was blown down in
a windstorm on October 9, 1942, and a new tree was grown
from one of its acorns. The Junior Ladies Garden Club grew
a sapling from one of the tree's acorns and planted it on the
same spot October 9, 1946.

Its property rights have never been questioned.

(Source: visitathensga.com)
Food waste supermarket
opens in the UK

Humans have a food waste problem: Every year about one
third of the food we plan to consume ends up lost or thrown
away, and supermarkets are among the worst offenders.
Now, a new store in Pudsey, England is offering an alterna-
tive to conscientious shoppers. As Metro reports, The Ware-
house sells food that would have otherwise been tossed on
a "pay-as-you-feel” basis.

The shelves of the newly-opened supermarket are stocked
with donations from local businesses, including restaurants,
caterers, food photographers, and conventional grocery
stores. A lot of the items have exceeded their sell-by date—a
vague label that doesn't necessarily mean that food is unsafe
to consume. The dates on their so-called “expired” bottled
water, for example, are pretty much meaningless.

The supermarket is run by a UK-based organization called the
Real Junk Food Project. Like The Warehouse, the cafes in their
global network sell food that would have been wasted and urge
their patrons to pay however they can. This means that customers
can pay with money, volunteer hours, or pay nothing at all.

Their flexible payment policy makes the market a valuable
resource for citizens in need, but the organization makes it
clear that they serve the whole community. According to the
organization's website: “In order for us to prove the value and
safety of food waste, we couldn't just feed specific demograph-
ics of people. We believe food waste is absolutely fit for human
consumption and so that's who we feed—human beings"”

The Warehouse is reportedly the first supermarket of its kind
in the UK, but similar food waste projects have been launched
elsewhere on the continent: In March, Denmark welcomed a
grocery store chain that sells “expired” food exclusively.

(Source: Mental Floss)
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Energy minister warns of failing to
fulfil Paris climate deal commitments

INIEMEENYEN TEHRAN  —  Iranian
d e s k Energy Minister Hamid
Chitchian has voiced concerns over any
probable failure in fulfilling Paris climate
deal commitments, saying that it would
face the country with sanctions even
tougher than the nuclear sanctions.

He did not clarify the issue but said
that with China and the U.S. recently
ratifying the deal, the energy ministry is
being beset by worries of not succeeding
in meeting its commitments which is to
reduce emissions by 4 percent, IRNA re-
ported on Saturday.

Parties to the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) adopted the Paris agreement
at the twenty-first session of the Confer-
ence of the parties held in Paris in De-
cember 2015.

The deal is an agreement within the
UNFCCC dealing with greenhouse gases
emissions mitigation, adaptation and fi-
nance starting in the year 2020.

The agreement shall enter into force
on the thirtieth day after the date on

which at least 55 parties to the conven-
tion accounting in total for at least an
estimated 55 percent of the total global
greenhouse gas emissions have depos-
ited their instruments of ratification, ac-
ceptance, approval or accession with the
depositary.

Currently, there are 191 signatories
to the Paris deal. Of these, 61 parties to
the convention have also deposited their
instruments of ratification, acceptance or
approval accounting in total for 47.79
percent of the total global greenhouse
gas emissions.

“The deal is legally binding and in case
we fail to reduce the emission we would
face punishment,” Chitchian said.

Despite the past when implementing
more projects was plausible currently ex-
ecuting projects which are more cost-ef-
ficient, causing the least damage to the
environment and are sustainable are
considered best, he said.

Mentioning his last trip to Denmark
the minister noted that the country has
managed to produce 45 percent of their
energy from renewable sources while
Iran has so far succeeded in producing
200 megawatts of energy from renewa-
ble sources.

Unfortunately managers are reluctant
to change in Iran, he regretted.

“We need an outlook change at man-
agerial level he said, stating, “"as long
as managers receive free of charge fuel
to generate electricity we cannot expect
them to change their approaches!

Educating managers would be a great
investment for moving forward, Chitchian
suggested.

Iran plans to halve plastic bags usage in 3 years

m TEHRAN — By regulating a three-

d e s Kk year national plan Iran is determined
to make cutbacks in the plastic bags usage by 50 per-
cent, an official with the Department of Environment

(DOE) has said.

The national plastic bags reduction plan [which is al-
ready approved but not executed yet] will result in less
plastic bags litter by March 2019, Sa'eed Motesaddi said,

Mehr news agency reported.

According to the new regulations all units which are
producing plastic bags are legally bound to reduce their
plastic productions by 10 percent annually and replace
them with eco-friendly productions, Motesaddi noted.

Additionally, he added, all governmental organiza-

Why wildlife mana

By Farnaz Heidari

ike forests, wildlife has had special

I value for people, not only for the

meat and hides which provides us

with food and clothing, but also because

we enjoy knowing that we share the Earth

with other living creatures, enjoy observ-

ing them, and in some cases have made
them cultural and even sacred symbols.

On one hand are those who believe
that wildlife is there for people to har-
vest and that the greatest good for the
greatest number of people will be the
largest harvest that is suitable. On the
other hand are those who believe that
wildlife is important because living crea-
tures are beautiful, interesting, an impor-
tant feature of the landscape, raise our
spirits and have religious value to us, and,
moreover, that they have an intrinsic right
to exist, just as we do.

One thing is clear: Many species
of our wildlife have declined greatly in
abundance e.g. Persian leopard, sea
cows, and Asiatic black bear; some have
become endangered e.g. Caspian seal,
Persian fallow deer, Asiatic cheetah, and
Siberian crane; and some have gone ex-
tinct e.g. Persian lion and Caspian tiger.

Iran can be regarded as a quadri-di-
rectional bridge between four major ge-
ographical regions: Central Asia, the In-
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dian subcontinent, the Arabian Peninsula
and the lands bordering the Black Sea. It
is at the crossroads between four distinct
floral and faunal regions. We can use this
historical range to estimate the probabil-
ity of extinction.

The first estimate of the probability that
the Persian lion would become extinct,
made in the early 20th century, the lions
had disappeared from Mesopotamia, but
still occurred in several areas in Khuzestan
and Fars. The last lion was seen by an In-
dian surveyor of the British Army in 1942,
in an area 65 km northwest of the city of
Dezful, Khuzestan province. The Persian
lion now survives in the Gir forest reserve
in northwestern India where the population
is estimated to be about 350 individuals. At
least 100 animals are outside the Gir Forest
protected area and total number of mature
animals is about 175. But lions are locally
extinct in Iran.

M How could this happen?

The explanation is that the Persian
lion is one of many species that appear
always to have been rare. Rarity does
not necessarily lead to extinction, but a
rare species, especially one whose pop-
ulation has undergone a rapid and large
decline, needs careful attention and as-
sessment as to whether it is threatened
or endangered. None of these attempts
implied for Persian lion in Iran so it be-
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tions are banned from buying plastic bags and dispos-
able dishes made from polluting chemical substances
and are required to buy eco-friendly productions.

He went on to say that all chain stores are also obligated
to decrease their plastic bags usage by 50 percent in two
years after the implementation of the law and, moreover,
giving away free of charge plastic bags would be prohibited
in one year in chain stores and in three years in the stan-
dalones after the new regulations go into effect.

The Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade must also
report on the annual reduction and gradual phasing out
of the plastic bags to the DOE, he added.

The aforesaid ministry is also obliged to raise aware-
ness among the public by encouraging them to replace
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the plastic bags with more eco-friendly options using the
mass media, educational bodies and NGOs, he highlighted.

Motesaddi further regretted the fact that some 21
tons of plastic bags are being used in grocery stores is
Iran and even worse than that is the fact that 96 percent
of the plastic bags end up in garbage and only four per-
cent would be reused.

Each plastic bag is useful for some 12 minutes on av-
erage while they stay in the nature for centuries before
they degrade, he noted.

Lightweight, single-use plastic bags are a unique
threat to the environment.

To eliminate the problems caused by plastic bags
bans or fees are in place in many countries.

n Iran needs more support?
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came extinct forever in Iran. Some other
species such as Asiatic cheetah, Persian
leopards, Asiatic black bear, Persian fal-
low deer, Siberian Crane, and many oth-
er species experienced large decline so it
is quite important for us to change our
approach.

B Proposed principles

At first we need a safety factor in
terms of population size, to allow for lim-
itation of knowledge and imperfections
in procedures. We shouldn't harvest a
population such as Lorestan mountain
newt to the point where it has been re-
duced to the lowest limit. Instead, we
should assume that our estimate of that
lower limit is crude, and leave more ani-
mals than that minimum would suggest.
Lorestan mountain newt is endemic to
four streams (in a single catchment area)
within a restricted area of the southern
Zagros Mountains of Lorestan (Shahba-
zan region). It has an altitudinal range
of 1,500-2,000m. This is now a relative-
ly rare species, with a dramatic decline
within the previous ten years. The popu-
lation is estimated to number fewer than
1,000 mature individuals.

Second step refers to concern for the
entire community of organisms and all
the renewable resources, so that policies
developed for one species are not waste-
ful of other resources. Meanwhile, main-

Jahan-Nama protected area in the northern province of Golestan is one of the best habitats for the red deer.

tenance of the ecosystem of which the
wildlife are a part, is essential because it
minimize the risk of irreversible change
and long-term harm as a result use.

The cheetah was once common
throughout the drier steppic regions of
Iran (and southwest Asia) and was found
in most regions of the eastern half of the
country until a generation ago, but it is
now restricted to a few areas in north-
east and east-central Iran. The habitat
of Cheetah in Iran is fragmented and it
accounts as an irreversible change and
long-term harm so the situation is get-
ting harder and harder for this subspe-
cies who also experienced bottle-neck
situation.

Continual monitoring, analysis, and
assessment is the next step which re-
quires many experts, sufficient money,
governmental support, and social coop-
eration. We should continue to apply sci-
ence to pursuit of knowledge about the
wildlife we are concerned with and their
ecosystems, and make the results availa-
ble to public.

These principles broaden the scope of
wildlife management from a narrower fo-
cus on a single species to inclusion of the
ecological community and ecosystem.
As said Edward A. Keller this is a starting
point for an improved approach to wild-
life management.
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Turkey’s EU membership bid is in
‘endgame’: Erdogan

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
on Saturday warned that Turkey had
reached the "end of the game” over its
decades-long EU membership bid, say-
ing it was time for Brussels once and for
all to make clear if it wanted Ankara as a
member.

In a hard-hitting speech marking the
opening session of parliament, Erdogan
also told Brussels it needed to allow Turks
visa-free travel to the bloc by October, as
per a previous agreement to decrease
migrant flows.

Relations between the European Un-
ion and Turkey have strained in the wake
of the 15 July failed coup, with EU offi-
cials among the most vocal critics of the
relentless crackdown against the alleged
plotters and their supporters.

Erdogan’s 45-minute speech also
touched on the Islamic State in Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group,
saying that it "makes no sense” that it
has taken so many years to defeat the
group’s 10,000-strong fighting force.

"[ISIL] is not the cause of problems in
Syria, but a result of them... ISIL is sim-
ply something everyone has exploited to
promote their own interests in Iraq and

v

Syria!

"The inability to defeat the
10,000-strong IS (ISIL) force over so many
years doesn’'t make any sense," he said in
a speech televised nationwide from the
capital Ankara.

Moving on to discuss the EU, Erdogan

Ethiopia: ‘Several’ killed in Oromia

festival stampede

A deadly stampede broke out after Ethi-
opian police reportedly fired tear gas to
break up an ethnic Oromo protest with
several people killed south of the capi-
tal, Addis Ababa.

There were conflicting death toll re-
ports following the stampede on Sun-
day. An AFP photographer at the scene
said he saw 15-20 unmoving bodies,
some of whom were clearly dead.

‘As a result of the chaos, lives were
lost and several of the injured were tak-
en to hospital” the government com-
munications office said in a statement,
without giving exact figures. “Those re-
sponsible will face justice!

Merera Gudina, chairperson of the
opposition Oromo Federalist Congress,
told Reuters news agency at least 50
people were killed when people fled af-
ter police fired tear gas and shots in the
air to disperse anti-government protest-
ers at a crowded religious festival.

The government and opposition of-
ten give different accounts for casualties
during protests. Crowds chanted “we need
freedom” and "we need justice” and prevent-
ed community elders, deemed close to the
government, from delivering their speeches
at a religious festival, prompting police to fire
tear gas that caused the stampede.

Thousands of people gathered for
the annual Irreecha festival in Bishoftu,
about 40km south of the capital.

Protesters chanted slogans against

the Oromo People’s Democratic Organ-
ization, one of four regional parties that
make up the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revo-
lutionary Democratic Front, which has
ruled the nation for quarter of a century.

Sporadic protests have erupted in Oro-
mia region in the last two years, initially
sparked by a land row and increasingly turn-
ing more broadly against the government.

According to New York-based Hu-
man Rights Watch, at least 500 people
have been killed by security forces since
the demonstrations began in Novem-
ber. Though protests started among the
Oromo - Ethiopia’s biggest ethnic group
- they later spread to the Amhara, the
second-most largest in the country.

Both groups say the ruling coalition is
dominated by the Tigray ethnic group,
which makes up only about six percent
of the population.

Small protests in Oromia province in-
itially flared in 2014 over a development
plan for the capital that would have ex-
panded its boundaries, a move seen as
threatening the seizure of farmland.

The government has blamed rebel
groups and dissidents abroad for stirring
up the protests and provoking violence.

The Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary
Democratic Front last month rejected a
United Nations request to send in ob-
servers, saying it alone was responsible
for the security of its citizens.

(Source: agencies)

said: "If the EU is going to make Turkey
a full member, we are ready. But they
should know that we have came to the
end of the game”.
“There is no need to beat around the
bush or engage in diplomatic acrobatics”
"It's their (the EU's) choice to con-

tinue the path with or without Turkey.
They should not hold us responsible,”
he added.

Erdogan said that October would be
an important month in Turkey's relations
with the European Union and that “it is
necessary” that visa-free travel for Turks
to the Schengen Area comes into force
this month.

Under a March deal, Turks were to
gain visa-free travel in exchange for An-
kara helping reduce the flow of migrants
to Europe. However the visa plan as
stumbled over Turkey's anti-terror laws.

Turkey's bid to join the EU dates back
to the 1960s with formal talks starting
in 2005. So far, only 16 chapters of the
35 chapter accession process have been
opened for Turkey.

"The fact that our country has been
kept waiting at the door for 53 years
shows your (the EU's) opinion towards
us,” Erdogan added.

After the attempted coup, Erdogan
mulled bringing back capital punishment,
a move which would spell an end to the
bid. But he did not mention the issue in
the speech to parliament.

(Source: Middle East Eye)

Brexit: Britain to trigger Article 50

by end of March

Britain's Prime Minister Theresa May says
she will trigger Article 50 of the Lisbon
Treaty before the end of March 2017, a
two-year process that will divorce Britain
from the European Union.

Speaking to the BBC on Sunday, May
said she wanted to have good relations
with European Union countries once
Britain left and owed it to Britian's busi-
ness to get the right deal for trade in
goods and services.

When asked when she would invoke
Article 50 of the EU’s Lisbon Treaty, May
told the BBC's Andrew Marr show: “We
will trigger before the end of March
next year”

She said that once Article 50 had
been triggered, it would be up to the
rest of the EU to decide how the negoti-
ation process goes ahead.

She also said that the June 23 ref-
erendum vote to leave the EU vote con-
tained a clear message that the British
public wanted the movement of people
from the rest of the EU to be controlled.

Earlier she announced a “Great Re-
peal Bill” to end the authority of EU law
once Britain leaves the union.

The legislation will overturn laws
that make EU regulations supreme,
enshrine all EU rules in domestic law
and confirm the British parliament can
amend them as it wants.

“This marks the first stage in the UK

becoming a sovereign and independent

country once again,” May told The Sun-
day Times newspaper.

"It will return power and authority to
the elected institutions of our country.
It means that the authority of EU law in
Britain will end”

Some 52 percent of Britons voted
on June 23 to leave the EU, responding
to calls by Brexit - or British exit - cam-
paigners Nigel Farage, Boris Johnson
and others. However, the result un-
leashed immediate political and finan-
cial market turmoil in Britain.

The vote also raised questions about
the future of Britain and post-World War
II European integration, though the in-
itial economic effect of the Brexit vote
has been less negative than was pre-
dicted by those who campaigned to
remain within the EU.

Britain first joined in the European
Union in 1973.

Britain’s allies fear its exit from the EU
could mark a turning point in post-Cold
War international affairs that will weaken
the West in relation to China and Russia,
undermine efforts towards European
integration, and hurt global free trade.

Some Conservative politicians said
triggering Article 50 so early could put
pressure on Britain as elections in France
and Germany in 2017 could change
London’s negotiating partners in the
middle of talks.

(Source: agencies)

Afghanistan seeks aid to rebuild nation at Brussels talks

Afghanistan’s president will meet world powers at a ma-
Jjor conference in Brussels in a bid to secure financial aid
from the international community up to 2020 to rebuild

the war-ravaged nation.

The meeting on October 4 and 5 will try to drum up
support from an international community suffering from
aid fatigue as it grapples with conflicts in Syria and Iraq
plus the worst migration crisis since World War IL.

The United States Secretary of State John Kerry
and United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
are among those who will join hosts Afghan president
Ashraf Ghani and EU President Donald Tusk.
in order “to bring about
a new strategic shift towards stabilization and possibly
peace” in Afghanistan, despite the country not having
"been in the headlines for many years’, officials said

Iu

Financial support is “crucia

ahead of the conference.

“Nobody can afford for Afghanistan to destabilize

again,” a senior EU official added.

More than 70 countries and 25 international organ-
izations will attend the event, which comes just before

istan after the 9/11 attacks.

Afghanistan is still struggling to negotiate peace with
the Taliban and other militant groups who continue to

wage a bloody insurgency.

the 15th anniversary of the U.S.-led invasion of Afghan-

B Tokyo, London, Brussels
The Brussels conference follows up from a meeting

in Tokyo in 2012 where the international community
agreed to provide four billion euros a year in funding
until the end of 2016.

It also comes two years after the London Conference on
Afghanistan at which then newly-elected president Ashraf
Ghani vowed to build a more self-reliant Afghanistan.

Ghani said last week in Kabul that “in Brussels, your
government will represent all of you women, men, all
of you. In Brussels the world is going to reiterate their
economic commitments again”.

He added: "We are taking Brussels very seriously. Af-
ter we return from Brussels we have to work together,
this is the importance of it”

The international community will make pledges for
the next four years but officials would not be drawn on

the level of funding in comparison to the four billion

euros a year agreed in Tokyo.
“The pledging exercise remains a difficult one and

very fluid until the last moments,” one EU official said.

"The three billion mark is passed, but we don't know
where we'll end up!

(Source: AFP)

9/11 victims bill to bring down ‘Judgment Day’ on U.S.

The petrodollar seems doomed as
Trump appears to be ready to assume
office, and one of his first actions as Pres-
ident would probably be to somehow
repudiate the 23 Trillion National Debt,
thus rendering the Petrodollar valueless,
with a possible shift to the Gold or Silver
Standard. It doesn't help the U.S.-Saudi
relationship that George Soros, Roth-
schild, and other Central Bankers are
hoarding gold right now to shore up their
reserves. Plus, the recent U.S. working re-
lationship with Iran signals a paradigm
shift in the Middle East, with the vast ma-
jority of American leaders, intelligence,

and business leaders preferring to work
with Iran for oil imports and strategic in-
terests, rather than with an out of control,
backwards, and corrupt regime in Saudi
Arabia, which appears to be toppling
over any minute due to populist revolt.
Iran is just a better bet for long term
stable U.S.-Islamic World relations, rath-
er than remaining partnered with Saudi
Arabia, which thanks to its Wahhabi influ-
ence is essentially responsible for global
terrorism worldwide, and frankly, gives Is-
lam a bad name. The only obstacle to this
natural progression is the Netanyahu-led
government of Israel, but even their own
Mossad Leaders and Defense Establish-

ment (Efraim Halevy, Meir Dagan, others)
want peace with Iran rather than conflict,
for Israel's long term security.

In case of Iran, a U.S. judge once ordered
Iran to pay reparations to the families of 9/11
victims, even though there is no evidence of
Tehran’s connection to the attack and none of
the hijackers were Iranian citizens. How legal
was that ruling and does JASTA incorporate
similar cases against Iran?

Yes, this was the work of U.S. District
Court Judge George Daniels, who similar-
ly exonerated Saudi Arabia of any wrong
doing for 9/11. These were obviously ex-
tremely political decisions based on Zion-
ist power and influence in New York City. I

would invite you to read former CIA Officer
Philip Giraldi's excellent article entitled “Jus-
tice Is Blind: The Southern District of New
York Is Deaf, Dumb, Blind and Stupid” for a
thorough analysis of the whimsical nature of
this particular courthouse, and how many
perceive it to be simply an arm of Zionist
power within the United States, not just for
alleged “terrorism” cases but also for the
wholesale financial fleecing/plundering of
disfavored businesses/entities/individuals/
nations, the stifling of African-American/
Latino/Minority/Arab/Muslim civil and hu-
man rights, and the expansion and aug-
mentation of “favored protected class” lit-
igation and progressive causes.
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OPEC will not agree on
quota level, business
expert predicts

H How do you assess the OPEC session in Algeria?

A: Tt was a symbolic meeting more than anything. They need-
ed to agree to quotas that reduced output by about 1.5 million
barrels a day. And the agreement had to be backed up by action-
-that is sticking to the agreement and not cheating. They could
not. So they kicked the bucket and said they would come up with
an agreement in December. No member had anything to lose
by doing this.

B What happened that Saudi Arabia agreed to freeze
the level of its oil production?

A: Any meaningful future agreement would have to in-
clude a CUT (not just a freeze) in Saudi production. But for
now, Saudi Arabia’s ability to increase output over the next
few months is smaller than Iran and Irag’s potential increase
in output. Recognizing these simple facts that any agree-
ment would have to include a cut in their output and the
larger potential for an output increase in Iran and Irag, the
Saudis simply took the diplomatic path of a freeze to demon-
strate that they are making concessions. But in reality it is not
much of a concession (as they are near their capacity) AND
remember they can always cheat--say one thing (agree to a
freeze) and do something else (increase output a little).

B Do you think that OPEC will act harmoniously after
the Algiers meeting?

A: No. Iran and Iraq will not agree to any kind of a freeze
as their output had been limited by factors outside of their
direct control--for Iraq sanctions, wars and civil conflict, and
for Iran sanctions. The only way that they could agree to any
freeze would be for Saudi Arabia to cut output dramatically.
But this is something that Saudi Arabia would not agree to
because it will help Iran and Irag, the Saudi role in OPEC
would be diminished and Saudi Arabia would have a tough
time regaining market share.

But there is always the likelihood that they announce an
agreement and then cheat a few months later. They have
nothing to lose if they do this. There would be a tempo-
rary increase in oil prices and then they would revert back to
where they were.

B OPEC members announced that they will discuss
oil production quotas in a future session. Do you think
they will agree on quota levels?

A: Again, I don't think that they will agree to a quota level
AND stick to it for a while. But they could say they have an
agreement and then cheat and exceed agreed quotas.

‘Ym going to hit him’: Dash-
cam video shows officers
tried to run over man before
shooting him 14 times

"F— this guy," the officer says before aiming his police cruiser
at the mentally ill homeless man that he and his partner had
been sent out to confront. “I'm going to hit him!

"Okay, go for it. Go for it his partner responds, his voice
recorded on the Sacramento police cruiser’s dash cam.

Twice, the man dodges their accelerating cruiser. In the
second attempt, he leaps into a median, barely avoiding the
vehicle.

But Joseph Mann, 51, could not escape the volley of bul-
lets that followed moments later.

Mann died in the street shortly after that July 11 shooting.
Mann’s family has accused officers Randy Lozoya and John
Tennis of escalating the situation and showing no regard for
his life, even before they jumped out of the car, fired 18 bul-
lets and shot Mann 14 times.

His family says the video, the audio of which was enhanced
by the Sacramento Bee and published on Friday, is damning.

"They are officers that shouldn’t be in uniform,” Robert
Mann, Joseph Mann’s brother, told the newspaper. “If this is
their state of mind when they go to work, this doesn’t serve
anyone well”

Lozoya and Tennis have been placed on desk duty. Mann's
family has filed a federal lawsuit and a claim against the city,
which they plan to update to include the attempts to hit
Mann with the car, the newspaper reported.

Police released the dash-cam video two weeks ago, after
resisting for two months following the fatal confrontation.

On July 11, they were called to a brightly it street in Cali-
fornia’s capital by neighbors who reported a man standing in
the street, waving a knife.

That was Joseph Mann, who was in the midst of a men-
tal health crisis, according to court documents filed by his
family. They say he was "doing karate moves and zigzag-
ging back and forth across the street as he tried to walk
away from the Officers”

Mann also had methamphetamine in his system, accord-
ing to police. And he wasn't cooperating with the officers
who arrived.

A lawsuit filed by Mann’s family said he was “displaying
obvious signs of mental distress!" It faults the department for
not trying to de-escalate the situation.

"Inexplicably, the Officers failed to contact any proper-
ly trained mental health counselors or make any attempt
to use less than lethal force and ignored the established
police protocols to make attempts to de-escalate the situ-
ation,” the lawsuit said.

“Instead, Officers left their (positions) of safety, cornered
Mr. Mann against a (fence/wall) and opened fire on him!

The shooting happened as officers across the nation
have been embroiled in a debate about whether they are
too quick to use lethal force, especially against minorities.
Police have killed 719 people so far this year, according to
a Washington Post examination of fatal force. Like Mann,
approximately 1 in 4 of those killed were reported to have
some form of mental illness.

Mann’s shooting sparked protests in Sacramento as resi-
dents demanded the release of the dash-cam videos.

(Source: The Washington Post)
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Celebratory scenes as
Argentina triumph

In the jubilant scenes that followed Argentina’s victory at
the FIFA Futsal World Cup Colombia 2016, certain images
stood out above all others. Among them was the sight of
coach Diego Guistozzi being thrown into the air by his play-
ers, some of whom had been his team-mates only four years
previously at Thailand 2012.

“Not in my wildest dreams did I ever imagine experiencing
something like this at 38 years of age, and after only three
years as a coach,’ admitted Guistozzi who, despite being

. soaked with water from the
e Celebrations, still found a
moment to speak with FIFA.
com. "I'm over the moon!
Not so long ago, this was un-
imaginable. But little by little,
= we brought in the right peo-
ple, the right ideas... Then
we arrived in Colombia, we
grew in confidence, and now
we're on top of the world.
It's impossible to put such an
achievement into words!”

Another enduring image
was that of a bewildered
looking Fernando Wilhelm,
heading up to collect his trophy as winner of the adidas
Golden Ball. This 34-year-old veteran of four World Cups was
to rejoin his team-mates before climbing the podium once
more and, as captain, enjoying the privilege of being the first
to hold the World Cup trophy aloft.

"I still don't believe it, it's like [ can't put it into words,” con-
fessed Wilhelm, still wearing the No6 shirt, to FIFA.com. "Be-
forehand I was asked how I would celebrate if we won, but I
didn't even want to think about that because it was going to
be so difficult. That idea was so engrained in me that, when
the time ran out, I didn't know what to do. It's so huge, I'm
overcome by it all”

A little further away, and also waiting to collect the win-
ner’s trophy, Maximiliano Rescia was seated next to Russia’s
Brazilian-born star Robinho. "He told me that we deserved
the title,” Rescia confided to FIFA.com. "Why did we win? Be-
cause we added technique and, above all, tactical know-how
to our courage and heart. The arrival of Giustozzi was crucial,’
added the 28 year-old midfielder.

M Reactions and conclusions

Giustozzi himself then took the time to analyse the vic-
tory over a Russian team who, when the match seemed lost
to them, scored two goals in 45 seconds to put themselves
only one down with 19 seconds to play. "They focused on
the physical side and individual skill, but we won as a team.
We had the game under control, until nerves came into play
towards the end. The climax was just the result of our nerves”

Compared with his coach, Rescia offered a more visceral
account of those final few moments. "When they scored
the fourth goal I looked at the scoreboard, and I saw that
there were still 19 seconds to go, and it felt like the ground
was being pulled from beneath my feet. But then I focused
again, because I knew that it was all that stood between
me and glory”

Wilhelm, meanwhile, saw things from a more rational per-
spective: "It just goes to show that, in this sport, anything can
happen until the time runs out. In fact, if the last rebound had
gone in rather than staying out, we may have been back at
square one again. You could say we were a bit lucky, but any
luck we did get we worked really hard for”

So what now? T just spoke about it with [Pablo] Taborda
and [Leandro] Cuzzolino - we've been slugging away for 10
years now, so we could retire in peace! But over the coming
days we'll take stock of it all, and no doubt we'll set new goals
and targets moving ahead!

Wilhelm was aware that any triumphalism could be dan-
gerous. “In sport, you become a slave to results. Personally, I
didn't need this title to be proud of this team, I've been proud
of it since we arrived in Colombia. More generally, I hope that
futsal in Argentina benefits from this across the board. Now is
the time to grow the sport!

And although such a significant success was so fresh in the
memory, Giustozzi could also still see the bigger picture. “The
impact for us is big, but it's a lot bigger for those in futsal who
have it tougher than we do. There are a lot of people here -
people who are not professionals, who don't get seen - who
were waiting for this message to prove that we could do it.
And quite simply, we could”

Loew says 40-team
World Cup would dilute
tournaments value

(Source: FIFA)

Germany coach Joachim Loew is against FIFA president Gianni
Infantino»s plans to expand the World Cup to 40 teams, saying it
would dilute the value of the tournament.

"I donst think its a good idea to dilute the sporting value (of
the tournament),” the 2014-World Cup winning coach told the
Welt am Sonntag newspaper in an interview on Sunday.

Loew added that he had “an absolute understanding for
the smaller nations who, thanks to this, could take their place
on the big stage”

However, Loew, who was also against enlarging the Euro-
pean championship from 16 to 24 teams, said that expanded
tournaments placed a greater “sporting and mental” burden
on the players.

"We must be clear that, in the long term, the quality suf-
fers, he said. "We must not overdo it

Infantino made enlarging the World Cup from 32 to 40 teams
a key point in his successful campaign for the FIFA presidency.

The FIFA Council is due to discuss the proposal, which
would be implemented for the 2026 World Cup, at its next
meeting on Oct. 13-14.

(Source: Reuters)
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Manchester United manager Jose Mour-
inho said his team should have had a "fat
result” scoring five or six goals, instead
of a 1-1 home draw with Stoke City on
Sunday.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Paul Pogba
were among those who missed chances
for profligate United before substitute
Anthony Martial gave them the lead, but
an error from goalkeeper David De Gea
helped Joe Allen to equalise.

Mourinho told his postmatch news
conference: ‘I am very happy with the
performance but, when the result should
be us scoring five or six and it>s 1-1, then
happiness disappears and frustration with
the result comes.

‘Tt was our best performance in terms
of football played. We started in the first
minute with a big chance [when Ibrahi-
movic was denied by a double save from
Lee Grant] and finished with another one
[when Pogba hit the bar with a header]. In
between, we had four, five, six, seven.

“The first chance is beautiful football.
The chance Paul missed is also beautiful
football.

“There was a great attitude after the
score was 1-0. They wanted to kill the
game. But by magic, they [Stoke] scored a
goal, which was very unfair for us!

Mourinho said he would “never crit-
icise my players for missing chances/
adding: "Their goalkeeper is Man of the
Match, and deservedly so.

“We had chances where we could have
been better, butlam not critical. We should be
not just with three points but with a fat resullt.

“Everyone is really disappointed. At half-
time, they were already disappointed. The
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message from me then was that if we play
like this then we>ll have three, four chances
and score a couple of goals”

One positive for United was the quick
impact made by Martial, who has been in
disappointing form in the early part of the
season, with Mourinho describing his run
and strike as "an amazing goal and very
good initiative

The United manager also confirmed that

France can provide safe Games in
2024, says Hollande

Should Paris be selected to host the 2024
Olympics, France is well equipped to
stage a safe Games because of the se-
curity measures that are in place after the
recent terror attacks, president Francois
Hollande said on Sunday.

Los Angeles and Budapest are the
only other candidates left in the running
to host the 2024 Games after Virgin-
ia Raggi pulled the plug on Rome»s bid
shortly after being elected mayor of the
Italian capital. Boston and Hamburg had
already abandoned their bids.

"We want to remind you, and you
know it, that France is able to host big
events - recently with Euro 2016 but also
with some 40 world and European cham-
pionships across all sports these past
years," Hollande said as he welcomed In-
ternational Olympic Committee president
Thomas Bach at the Elysee Palace.

“We have the savair faire and the tech-
nology for big events but we can also en-
sure appropriate safety. We have ensured
security for the events 1 just mentioned.
It is our main priority and everyone can
understand why," he added.

France has been struck by a series
of attacks in the past 20 months, with
130 being killed in coordinated assaults
claimed by the Islamic State in Paris on
Nov. 13 last year before a truck attacker
killed 84 in Nice on Bastille Day this year.

‘I don>t know how the world will be

in 2024 but it will be dangerous. There

Bremen confirm Nouri appointment

SV Werder Bremen have announced that
Alexander Nouri will remain first team
coach until the end of the season.

The former coach of Werder's Un-
der-23 side had been looking after
first-team affairs on an interim basis fol-
lowing the departure of Viktor Skripnik.
Now, after helping the team pick up four
points from their last two games, Nouri
will remain in charge for the rest of the
2016/17 campaign.

"‘Alexander Nouri has shown in recent

is no country, no capital that can think
they will be protected, immune from
this," said Hollande.

“We have been facing this reality for
a while but we have what it takes to pro-
tect an event such as the 2024 Olym-
pics. We have a form of preparation
than no other country can have given
what has hit us!

The head of state added that the out-
come of future elections, starting with
next yeans presidential election, would
have no bearing on the candidacy.

"l am certain that after the elections
that will follow until 2024, all the presi-
dents will want to pursue what we start-
ed, he said after handing Bach a special
gift -- the flag of the 1924 Paris Olympics.

Bach praised the work done so far.

"Your project is excellent and in line
with the Agenda 2020, Bach said.

“Congratulations for having gathered
the population behind this project. Sport
is the best way to unite a society in all its
diversity and today more than ever sport
plays an important role in education and
social integration.

“The IOC is attached to France be-
cause the French Olympic movement
has perpetuated the tradition of (Games
founder) Pierre de Coubertin and has
been an efficient and friendly partner of
the IOCThe host city will be elected in
Lima on Sept 13, 2017.

(Source: Reuters)

weeks that he has the respect of the team
and has done an excellent job,” said Werd-
er CEO Frank Baumann. "We decided he
should get the opportunity to continue the
work he has started!

After his first game in charge, Nouri
led the wild celebrations that accompa-
nied Werder’s last-minute victory over
VL Wolfsburg. That first win of the season
was followed up by a well-deserved and
hard-fought draw away to SV Darmstadt
98 on Matchday 6.

there were no injury problems going into
the international break, meaning Phil Jones
remains the only player on the sidelines.

Stoke manager Mark Hughes said his
team had targeted United>s holding mid-
field combination -- which sees Pogba ad-
vancing and often leaving Ander Herrera
behind -- as a weakness. He explained: "We
looked at their games and that was some-
thing that was certainly highlighted.

‘I domt think there was any real sus-
tained momentum in United>s play apart
from the last five minutes when they were
whacking ball into the box, which we dealt
with comfortably”

He praised Allen for staying calm af-
ter an ugly challenge by Herrera, adding:
“It>s credit to Joe that he didn>t make a
meal of it”

(Source: Soccernet)

Tottenham romp to victory vs. Man
City as Guardiola suffers first loss

Tottenham Hotspur inflicted a first defeat
on Pep Guardiola’s Manchester City as
they outplayed their opponents to storm
to a 2-0 victory.

City had been undefeated in 11
games, and won all six in the Premier
League, since Guardiola’s arrival but an
own goal from Aleksandar Kolarov and a
second from Dele Alli brought that run to
an end in North London.

A lightning start to the game at White
Hart Lane saw Son Heung-Min force his way
into the box after beating a marker before
firing wide of the target after just 24 seconds.

City then created a chance of their
own down the other end, with David Silva
just missing a flick from a few yards out
following Jesus Navas' ball into the box.

By the ninth minute, Tottenham had
raced into the lead as Danny Rose whipped
in a dangerous delivery which Kolarov inad-
vertently sliced into the back of his own net.

And Spurs followed that goal up im-
mediately with another attack against a
stunned City that saw Son played into the
box, only for the South Korean to be de-
nied by Claudio Bravo at the near post.

The home side continued their early
onslaught as they won a free kick right on
the edge of City's area, with Christian Erik-
sen bending the ball over the wall but just
wide of Bravas goal. After their sloppy start,
City soon weathered the storm and began
to get a foothold in the game, with Sergio
Aguero going close from a free kick, only

"It is a huge challenge but to-
gether we can rise to it success-
fully’ said Nouri. "We have a great
squad, a motivated coaching team
and a fantastic infrastructure here. I
am looking forward to the task ahead!

That task will initially be to lift the
four-time Bundesliga champions, cur-
rently only one place above the drop
zone, further up the table and well
clear of relegation trouble.

(Source: Bundesliga)

to be thwarted by a save from Hugo Lloris.

However, it was not long before Tot-
tenham doubled their lead in the 37th
minute through Alli, who slotted home
perfectly after Son had spotted his run
into the box with an excellent ball.

The hosts started the second half like
they started the first with a Son long-
range strike drifting just over the bar, be-
fore Victor Wanyama then saw a hit from
distance turned round the post by Bravo.

City, though, came close to pulling
one back when Fernandinho played
Aguero into the box, but Lloris was able
to divert the ball onto the woodwork.

The visitors struggled to build on that
chance and force themselves back into the
game, though Spurs wasted their own op-
portunity to put the result beyond doubt.

Alli won the home side a penalty in the
65th minute after being brought down in the
area by Fernandinho, but Bravo was able to
save the resulting spot kick from Erik Lamela.

Kelechi Theanacho was thrown on for
City by Guardiola and nearly made an
impact with 15 minutes remaining on the
clock, latching onto Silva’s ball before be-
ing denied by Lloris, who was quick off his
line to make the stop.

And Lloris was soon called into action
again, this time tipping Agueros strike
over the bar, with Tkay Gundogan also fir-
ing high and wide as City tried but failed
to pull a goal back late on.

(Source: ESPN)
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. Carlos Queiroz has named his 25-man

s k Iran squad for the 2018 FIFA World Cup
quahﬁcatlon tournament with Uzbekistan and South Korea
in Group A.

Iran will travel to Tashkent to face Uzbekistan on Octo-
ber 6 and will host South Korea five days later in Tehran’s
Azadi Stadium.

Team Melli has been drawn along with South Korea,
Uzbekistan, China, Qatar and Syria in Group A of the third
round of the competition.

Asian powerhouse Japan has been pitted against Aus-

10C President Bach sends condolences
over death of Golbarnezhad

. International Olym-

pic Committee

(10Q0) Pre5|dent Thomas Bach sent his

condolences to the family of Iranian
Paracyclist Bahman Golbarnezhad.

Golbarnezhad died following a

tralia, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Thailand in Group B.

The winner and runner-up of each group (four teams
in total) will qualify for the 2018 FIFA World Cup, while
the third-placed teams of each group (two teams in
total) will head to the play-off round of the 2018 FIFA
World Cup qualifiers.

The winner of the Asian play-off round will then face
twice the fourth-placed squad in the fifth round of the Con-
federation of North, Central America and Caribbean Asso-
ciation Football (CONCACAF) qualifying games.

Iraq and

M Iran squad:

Goalkeepers: Alireza Beiranvand, Alireza Haghighi, Mo-
hammadreza Akhbari

Defenders: Vouria Ghafouri, Ramin Rezaeian, Milad Mo-
hammadi, Saeid Aghaei, Jalal Hosseini, Morteza Pourali-
ganji, Ezatollah Pourghaz, Mohammad Ansari

Midfielders: Ehsan Haji Safi, Andranik Teymourian, Saeid
Ezatollahi, Omid Ebrahimi, Mehdi Torabi, Alireza Jahanbakhsh,
Vahid Amiri, Soroush Rafiei, Ashkan Dejagah, Masoud Shojaei

Strikers: Reza Ghoochannejhad, Sardar Azmoun, Mehdi
Taremi and Karim Ansarifard

Time to support Team Melli:

Carlos Queiroz

. Iran national football
e s k team head coach Car-
los Queiroz says that it's time to support
Team Melli ahead of two vital matches
with Uzbekistan and South Korea.
Iran has been scheduled to meet Uz-

crash in the men’s C4/C5 road race
at the Rio Paralympics.
The 48-year-old Paracyclist, who

bekistan in Tashkent on October 6 in the
2018 FIFA World Cup qualification tourna-
ment. Iran will also face South Korea five

also competed at the London 2012
Games, had finished in 14th place
in the time-trial in Paralympics. He
was Iran’s sole cyclist in Rio.

"Our sympathy goes to the
family of Bahman Golbarn-
ezhad, his friends and the en- '
tire Iran Paralympic team. Our
thoughts are with his family,”
Bach said.

days later at the Azadi Stadium in Tehran.
“Time to continue our work. Time to
make the IMPOSSIBLE POSSIBLE and, af-
ter Brazil, fight for a historical consecutive
World Cup qualification for Iran National
Team. We will face top rivals. The time is
now, it is time to develop the best sup-
port for this group. As always, we now
we can count with you all. Wish all the
players and you the best, Queiroz said.

Iranian snooker players shine in Asian Billiard Sports Championshi

Iranian cueists have won three medals, including one gold,
at the first edition of Asian Billiard Sports Championship in
the United Arab Emirates.

The cueists exhibited inspiring displays of agility and
deliberation on Saturday, with Akram Mohammadi Amini
participating in the Single Women 9-Ball Pool Games of the
continental sporting event in Fujairah on the eastern coast
of the UAE. She earned a bronze medal, having lost 2-9 to
Chen Siming from China.

Her achievement brought an end to the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran's years-long wait to clinch a medal in the women’s
division of Asian championships.

It came a day after the Iranian men’s national snooker
team of Amir Sarkhosh and Soheil Vahedi went down to
the Pakistani pair Muhammad Asif and Babar Masih 3-1
(88-40, 76-14, 20-76, 74-15) to emerge runners-up of the

AFC President Shaikh Salman praises Iran futsal

i

men's snooker team event.

Sarkhosh had earlier defeated Omar Alajlani of Saudi
Arabia 5-3 in the final match of Single 15-Red event, and
claimed a gold medal.

for record-breaking performance

The Iranian sportsman had drubbed Pakistan's Muham-
mad Asif 5-0 in the semifinal encounter.

The first edition of the Asian Billiard Sports Champi-
onship, organized by the Asian Confederation of Billiard
Sports (ACBS) and hosted by the UAE Billiards & Snooker
Association (UAEBSA), began in Fujairah on September 24
and will finish on October 2.

A total of 223 players from 17 countries are participat-
ing in the event, which has seen competition in 11 disci-
plines including English Billiards Men (100 Points Format),
Carom One Cushion, Carom Three Cushion, 9 Ball Pool
Men, 9 Ball Pool Women, 9 Ball Pool Double and Chinese
8 Ball. Others are Snooker Single Men (15 Reds), Snooker
Team Men, Snooker Single Men (6 Reds) and Snooker Sin-
gle Women (6 Reds).

(Source: PressTV)

Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Presi-
dent Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa
has offered his heartfelt congratulations to
Islamic Republic of Iran for producing Asia’s
best-ever performance at the FIFA Futsal
World Cup after they beat Portugal on pen-
alties to finish third in Colombia on Saturday.

“On behalf of the Asian football family,
I would like to congratulate the Islamic Re-
public of Iran for their spectacular displays,
commendable resolve and consistency
throughout the competition.

"As articulated in our Vision and Mis-

sion, IR Iran have proven that Asian teams
can not only compete but dominate the
world's biggest stages. I hope that IR Iran’s
achievement will inspire more Asian teams
to scale new heights in world futsal.

"IR Iran are now a dominant force in world
futsal and their success in the FIFA Futsal
World Cup Colombia 2016 is a testament to
the culmination of years of hard work and
commitment of everyone at the Football
Federation Islamic Republic of Iran”

In the Round of 16, IR Iran produced
one of the biggest upsets after eliminating

FIFA Futsal World Cup Thailand 2012 win-
ners Brazil, 3-2 on penalties, after a hard-
fought 4-4 draw in extra time.

Later, IR Iran became the first Asian
team since 1992 to reach the semi-finals of
the FIFA Futsal World Cup when they over-
came a resilient Paraguay side 4-3 in the
quarter-final.

Again, the Iranians defeated their op-
ponents on penalties, beating Portugal 4-3
after a 2-2 draw in extra time to clinch a
third-place finish.

(Source: AFC)
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Iran wins bronze medal at
FIFA Futsal World Cup

Iran’s remarkable journey at the FIFA Futsal World Cup Co-
lombia 2016 ended on a high note, as they claimed third
place after a 4-3 penalty shootout win over Portugal follow-
ing a 2-2 draw in Cali on Saturday.

The Iranians came from two goals down to take the
third-place match to a dramatic penalty shootout, where six
rounds of spot kicks were needed to decide the contest.

The first half had the feel-
ing of a friendly, with both
goalkeepers in Iran's Alireza
Samimi and Portugal’s Bebe
being the standout perform- &
ers in the opening period.

Both sides created a
good opportunity to open
the scoring. Ahmad Esmaeil-
pour had Iran’s best chance, -
but his chip over Bebe also
sailed over the crossbar. At _
the other end, Samimi did &
well to deny Cardinal at
close range.

Where the first half was
fairly tepid, the second half came to life, as Cardinal scored
a quick-fire brace within the first minute of the restart for
Portugal. He showed great patience to beat the onrushing
Samimi to open the scoring before combining with captain
Richardinho to make it 2-0.

Then an ugly melee that involved both sets of players in
the Portugal half produced a pair of red cards, as Iran's Mo-
hammadreza Sangsefidi and Portugal’s Miguel Castro were
given their marching orders.

It was at that stage that Iran turned the match around.
Afshin Kazemi pulled the Asian champions back into the
game with an assured finish before Mahdi Javid converted
a second penalty past Portugal’s back-up goalkeeper Vitor
Hugo to send the contest to a penalty shootout after the full
time whistle.

It required six rounds of penalties to decide this encoun-
ter. Iran’s back-up goalkeeper Sepehr Mohammadi made a
pair of big saves, but his team-mates twice hit the woodwork
with their spot-kick efforts.

Then after Portugal’s Joao Matos hit the post with his
sixth-round penalty, Javid stepped up to convert his spot-
kick and ensure Iran’s best-ever finish to a Futsal World
Cup, surpassing their fourth-place accomplishment at
Hong Kong 1992.

Iranian sportsmen claim
more medals in Asian
Beach Games

(Source: FIFA)

Iranian sportsmen have delivered fine performances at the
fifth edition of the Asian Beach Games in Vietnam and pock-
eted three more medals, including two silver ones.

On Saturday, Sambo practitioner Yousef Karimiyan failed
to overcome Kyrgyz contestant Urmat Mambetzhan Uulu in
the title clash of men's minus 74-kilogram class, and fetched
the silver medal for Iran.

5! Asian Beach Games
DA NANG
VIET NAM 2016

Akbar Kiyaniyan claimed another silver for Iran in the 65-kilo-
gram to 70-kilogram weight class of Pencak silat competitions.

Pencak silatis an umbrella term for a class of martial arts
originating in Indonesia. It is a full-body fighting form incorpo-
rating strikes, grappling and throwing in addition to weaponry.

Earlier in the tournament, 28-year-old Iraj Amirkhani pre-
vailed over Keven Nicolaos from Lebanon in his Friday repe-
chage, and snatched a Sambo bronze medal.

Sambo is a Russian martial art and combat sport. There
are three main formats recognized by the Federation Inter-
national Amateur Sambo (FIAS), namely Sport Sambo, Com-
bat Sambo and Freestyle Sambo.

Sport Sambo is stylistically similar to Olympic Freestyle
Wrestling or Judo, but with some differences in rules, proto-
col, and uniform.

Combat Sambo resembles modern mixed martial arts,
including extensive forms of striking and grappling. It was
developed for military purposes.

Freestyle Sambo, which was created and debuted by
the American Sambo Association (ASA) in 2004, focuses
on throwing skills and fast ground work, and does not al-
low any strikes.

The 5th edition of Asian Beach Games began in the
south-central Vietnamese city of Da Nang on September
24 and will finish on October 3.

Iranian athletes have already clinched 16 medals, six gold,
four silver and six bronze medals, placing the Islamic Repub-
lic in the fifth spot of the medal count table.

Vietnam stands atop the medal count table with 120
medals, 42 gold, 36 silver, and 42 bronze medals.

Thailand is second with 85 medals, 34 gold, 22 silver, and
29 bronze medals, and China is third with a total of 46 med-
als, 12 gold, 16 silver and 18 bronze medals.

(Source: PressTV)
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Rey to host conference on
poet Naser Khosrow

. TEHRAN — Rey, a historical town in

southern Tehran, will host a conference
on Iraman poet and theologian Naser Khosrow Qubadiani
(1004-c.1072/77) on Wednesday.

The one-day
conference, which will be
held at Farhanian University,
aims to scrutinize Naser
Khosrow's allusions to Rey
in his  most-celebrated
prose work, Safar-nameh
("Book of Travel”), a diary
describing his seven-year
journey.

The book has been
translated  into  English
under the title of "Diary of a
Journey Through Syria and
Palestine”.

A book fair, calligraphy
workshop, literary contest and several other programs will
be organized on the sidelines of the conference, which will
be organized in collaboration with the National Library and
Archives of Iran.

Naser Khosrow is also the author of the Rawshanai-
nameh (“Book of Light”), which contains his philosophical
poetry.

He also wrote more than a dozen treatises expounding
the doctrines of the Ismailis, among them the Jami’ al-
Hikmatayn (“Union of the Two Wisdoms”), in which he
attempted to harmonize Ismaili theology and Greek
philosophy.

Brad Pitt to have drug
tests in deal with Jolie
to see kids

NEW YORK (Reuters) — Brad Pitt will undergo drug and
alcohol tests as part of a temporary agreement with his
estranged wife Angelina Jolie that will allow him to see their
six children, two people familiar with the agreement said
on Friday.

The temporary agreement, which will run until Oct. 20,
was the first breakthrough in the bitter split between the
superstar couple since Jolie filed for divorce on Sept. 20.
The actress cited “the health of the family” and sought full
physical custody of the children.

Pitt, 52, and Jolie, 41, both agreed to undergo individual
counseling, and Pitt’s initial visit with the children will take
place with a therapist, said the sources, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

No ruling or decision has been made on who will
eventually have legal or physical custody, they said.

Representatives of Pitt and Jolie did not return calls for
comment on Friday.

Media reports say that since their separation on Sept.
15, Pitt has not seen the three biological and three adopted
children he had with Jolie.

The couple, dubbed Brangelina during their decade-
long romance, split following an incident on a private plane
in which Pitt was reported to have lost his temper in front
of one or more of the children. The Federal Bureau of
Investigation has said it is evaluating whether to pursue an
investigation into the matter.

Both stars have laid low since the announcement of their
divorce. Pitt this week skipped the red carpet premiere in
Los Angeles of his latest movie project, saying he wanted to
focus on his “family situation.”

Pitt's next film is the November war drama ‘Allied”
in which he stars with French actress Marion Cotillard.
Cotillard last week issued a statement strongly denying any
involvement in Pitt’s divorce after rumors that they became
romantically involved during filming.

Edward Snowden film
premieres in Hong Kong

HONG KONG (REUTERS) — The new movie “Snowden”
held its premiere in Hong Kong on Friday (September 30)
night.

The asylum-seeking family who, at one point, hid the U.S.
whistle-blower in their Hong Kong apartment after he fled
his country, attended the premiere of the film, which tells
the story of the former U.S. National Security Agency (NSA)
intelligence contractor.

Edward Snowden’s lawyer in Hong Kong, Jonathan Man,
pointed out his client was actually helped by people who
were also stateless.

The movie was shot by U.S. director Oliver Stone, known
for his controversial revisions of key moments in American
history and raising questions about US. government
accountability.

Snowden leaked details about the US government's
massive surveillance programs and was granted asylum in
Russia, after fleeing the United States in 2013.

Supporters see him as a whistle-blower who boldly
exposed government excess. But the U.S. government has
filed espionage charges against him for leaking intelligence
information.

The film is based on two books about Snowden written
by The Guardian journalist Luke Harding and Snowden’s
Russian lawyer, Anatoly Kucherena.
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“Tell Nothing”, “From Deceitful Age”
honored at House of Music Celehration

. TEHRAN — “Tell Nothing” and

K "From Deceitful Age’, two albums
of Iraman traditional music, have shared the
award for best album at the 17th House of Music
Celebration.

“Tell Nothing” ("Hich Magu”) composed by Ehsan
Zabihifar contains songs by young vocalist Mojtaba
Asgari. The album was recorded at Mahur, a major
label in Tehran.

“From Deceitful Age” produced by the Sepid-
o-Siah Ensemble features Vahid Taj on vocals. The
album has been composed by Kurosh Danai, Surena
Safai and Maryam Rezanejadian.

The celebration attended by a large number of
elite Iranian musicians began with performances by
Iranian folk groups and the Iranian Artists Forum
Orchestra at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on Saturday night.

As the keynote speaker, House of Music
Managing Director Hamidreza Nurbakhsh made
critical remarks about unemployment among young
musicians and the local legal prohibition on public
performances by female musicians.

He also lament about the chain of cancellations
of concerts under pressure from certain people and
asked Iranian officials to find solutions for these
obstacles.

Six veteran musicians and experts were honored
with awards for their lifetime achievements.

Composer and santur virtuoso Milad Kiaj,
instrument maker Farman Moradi and music
scholar Seyyed Abbas Sajjadi, who was the anchor
of Dastan, a popular TV program on music, were

A combo photo shows vocalists Vahid Taj (L) and Mojtaba Asgari accepting awards during the 17th House of Music Celebration at Tehran’s

Vahdat Hall on October 1, 2016.

among the honorees.

In addition, flutist Azin Movahhed, violinist Siavash
Zahireddini and composer Loris Tjeknavorian
received lifetime achievement awards.

The award for best writer was shared by Sasan
Fatemi for “Musical Celebrations in Tehran's Urban

(IRNA/Mehr/Marzieh Soleimani/Mehran Riazi)

Cultures” and Sina Sadeqi for "A Stained Glass
Window".

Hossein Yasini received the award for best
translator for his work on “The Improvisation of
Musical Dialogue: A Phenomenology of Music” by
Bruce Ellis Benson of Wheaton College in Illinois.

Book of cartoons on Iran’s negotiating team on nuclear deal unveiled in Tehran

. TEHRAN — A book containing

sk cartoons and satirical poems
about Fore\gn Minister Mohammad-Javad Zarif
and other members of Iran’s negotiating team on
the nuclear deal was unveiled during a ceremony
at Tehran’s Niavaran Cultural Center on Saturday.

Entitled "Delicate Dimension of Negotiations”,
the book has been published under the auspicious
of Niavaran Cultural Center Director Seyyed
Abbas Sajjadi.

The word delicate refers to the meaning of the
Persian word ‘zarif’, and negotiations highlight the
nuclear deal that Iran signed with the 5+1 group
(the U.S., UK, France, Russia, China and Germany)
in July 2105.

(S RV el NI NG @ Mehr/Masud Saki

Ehsan Karami (L) and Sina Raazaani perform a short play about the life story of Davud Rashidi during a ceremony organized in memory
of the recently diseased actor at Tehran's City Theater Complex on October 1, 2016.

‘1 do not deserve this much kindness and
respect. It is the culture of sacrifice, resistance and
martyrdom that has preserved this country and
has found its way into works by satirists in their
poetry and cartoons,” Zarif said at the ceremony.

“We need to have the power to criticize and
accept criticism in a society that is based on
friendship, and it is so beautiful to put forth
criticism with the language of satire.

“Today, it is the day of expressing thanks to
the artists. They lead the society towards more
understanding through the language of satire and
criticism,” Zarif said.

In his brief remarks Sajjadi said that the book is
a combination of cartoons and poetry to narrate

a part of this national epic.
A number of artists and poets attended the
unveiling ceremony.

Fourth Intl. Art
Festival of Resistance
set for late autumn
. TEHRAN — The

sk Fourth International
Art Fes’uval of Resistance will be held
in late autumn in the four categories
of painting, poster, sculpture, as well
as cartoon and caricature this year,
secretary of the festival Habibollah
Sadeqi says.

He made the remarks in the press
conference held at the Osveh Art
and Cultural Center on Sunday.

“Due to a lack of budget, the
organizers have decided to hold the
festival in fewer categories, although
we know the photo section will be
missed in this edition this time,” he
added.

He also said that the festival
will take place in the Saba Art and
Cultural Institute during the last
month of autumn in collaboration
with the Iranian Academy of Arts.

Executive director of the festival
Mohammad Habibi also said that
works from 70 countries will go on
display at the fourth edition of the
festival.

Missing Van Gogh paintings turn up in Italian mafia country house

AMSTERDAM/ROME (Reuters) —
Two stolen Vincent Van Gogh paintings

Axel Ruger, director of Amsterdam’s Van
Gogh museum, who was present when

said belonged to Raffaele Imperiale,
a 4l-year-old businessman accused boats, 49 properties, and 88 bank

proceeds, police seized a small airplane,

accounts worth some 20 million euros.

worth millions of euros were found in
an lItalian country house belonging
to an alleged mafia drug smuggler,
police said on Friday, 14 years after
they disappeared in a daring heist in
Amsterdam.

Italian investigators displayed the
recovered artworks - a sea scene and
a church where the painter’s father was
minister - to reporters in Naples, saying
each was worth an estimated 50 million
euros ($56 million).

‘It is a great day for us today to see
the works and to know that they are safe
and that they are in safe hands,’ said

the paintings were shown to reporters.

“We may have to be a bit patient,
but we hope that we will have them
soon back where they belong,” he said,
adding the museum would respect
Italian legal procedures.

Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi
informed his Dutch counterpart Mark
Rutte about the police operation before
the funeral in Jerusalem of former Israeli
leader Shimon Peres, a source in Renzi's
office said.

The paintings were found wrapped
in cloth inside a safe in a country
house south of Naples that prosecutors

in January of running an international
cocaine ftrafficking ring together
with high-ranking mobsters from a
clan made famous in the 2008 film
"Gomorra”.

Imperiale is a fugitive and Italian
investigators suspect he is living and
running a construction business in
Dubai. But the arrests of 11 members
of his alleged ring in January, including
one man who turned state's witness,
led investigators to the paintings.

Along with the artworks, which
Naples prosecutor Giovanni Colangelo
said were probably purchased with drug

The paintings vanished in 2002
after a heist in which thieves used a
ladder to climb onto the Van Gogh
Museum’s roof and break into the
building. They escaped by sliding
down a rope in a robbery considered
by the U.S. FBI as one of the top ten
global art crimes.

Two men were later caught and
convicted of the theft thanks in part
to DNA evidence linking them to the
scene. They were sentenced to 4 years
and 4 years, six months, respectively,
but the paintings were not recovered.
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