
Iraqi security officials warn the army may at-
tack occupying Turkish forces deployed to the 
north should they intervene in an upcoming 
operation to liberate the city of Mosul from ISIL 
(Daesh) terrorists.

Baghdad “seeks to make clear that there is 
absolutely no role for Turkish forces in the Iraqi 
sphere,” a senior security source was quoted as 
saying by the Middle East Eye (MEE) news portal.

“Any movement or intervention by Turk-
ish during the military operations (to retake 
Mosul), would be faced with a very strong re-
sponse,” the official warned, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity.

Other Iraqi officials interviewed by the MEE said the 
Iraqi government is trying to deal with these “occupa-
tion forces” through political and diplomatic channels.

Last December, Turkey deployed some 150 

soldiers, equipped with heavy weapons and 
backed by 20 to 25 tanks, to the outskirts of 
Mosul, the capital of Iraq’s northern Nineveh 
Province which fell to Daesh in 2014.

Ankara claimed the deployment was part of a 
mission to train and equip Iraqi Kurdish forces in 
the fight against Daesh, but Baghdad denounced 
the move, which came without the consent of the 
central government.                 (Source: al Alam)

Japanese referee 
Ryuji Sato has been 

selected to officiate Iran and South Ko-
rea match in World Cup qualifier.

The 39-year-old referee will be 
assisted by his countrymen. The 
fourth official is from Sri Lanka. 

The match will be held in Teh-

ran’s Azadi Stadium on Tuesday. 
Iran and South Korea are paired 

in Group A along with Uzbekistan, 
Syria, China and Qatar. 

Both Iran and South Korea have 
seven points with two wins and a 
draw, but Iran is ahead in goal dif-
ference, plus-3 to plus-2.

By Mehdi Sepahvand 
Tehran Times journalist
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TEHRAN — Pres-
ident Hassan Rou-

hani said on Friday that Iran and Ma-
laysia reaffirmed to strengthen ties 

and restore economic transactions 
to the pre-sanctions time.

During a joint press conference with 
Malaysian Prime Minister Datuk Seri Na-

jib Razak in Kuala Lumpur, Rouhani said, 
“We stressed that 2016 should be the 
year of expanding relations in political, 
cultural, scientific and economic areas.”

Iran, Malaysia agree to 
strengthen ties 

‘Iraqi army may attack Turkish troops’

Ryuji Sato selected for Iran, South Korea match

TEHRAN — Ali Akbar Ve-
layati, the senior foreign 

policy advisor to the Leader, said on Thursday 
that the President Hassan Rouhani’s visits to 
the Southeast Asian countries are in line with 
guidelines set by Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

After his meeting with a Syrian economic 
delegation, Velayati said the Islamic republic at-
taches great importance to the president’s trips 
to Vietnam, Malaysia and Thailand.

It is essential to follow the Leader’s guide-
lines about the “look to the East”, said Velayati, 
a former foreign minister who is currently the 

chief of the Expediency Council’s Center for 
Strategic Research Studies.

“Look to the East” requires expansion of ties 
with the Asian countries, so, [Rouhani’s] meet-

ings during this trip are valuable,” he added.
The president’s trip proves the fact that Iran’s 

foreign policies are “comprehensive”, he noted.
Rouhani arrived at the Malaysian capital on 

Friday for a two-day visit.
The trip has so far taken him to Vietnam and 

has been scheduled to end in Thailand.
Elsewhere, Velayati said that Saudi Arabia 

should establish “good neighborliness” with the 
regional countries and stop interfering in their 
affairs.

Saudi Arabia will be harmed as long as it 
continues war with the countries in the region, 
he added.

Rouhani’s Asian trip in line with Leader’s guidelines: Velayati 

An oily smile for 
Iran: Rouhani 
re-lifts palm oil 
sluicegate 
TEHRAN — Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani on Friday arrived at Malaysia 
to discuss “restoration of mutual rela-
tions” with that country’s Prime Minis-
ter Najib Razak.

While lots of cliché areas of cooper-
ation such as energy and banking were 
reviewed during the visit, the interesting 
point raised during a joint press confer-
ence between the two leaders was their 
agreement to have Iran re-raise its level 
of palm oil import from Malaysia.

“We are waiting for a delegation 
from Malaysia in Tehran to explain the 
health aspects of palm oil,” Rouhani 
said, as bizarre as it sounds to have an 
interested party judge something.

Then he quoted Mr. Najib as having 
said in their private meeting, “In Ma-
laysia we use palm oil and are quite 
healthy.” 

The remarks were followed by a 
smile from Najib.

Then the Malaysian prime minister 
pushed things further, saying the Ma-
laysian Palm Oil Council will soon set 
up an office in Tehran.

This is while in 2014, the Health 
Ministry waged a huge barrage of crit-
icism at the previous government for 
having imported too much palm oil 
and fed it up to people. 

The discrepancy between what was 
said in the press conference and what 
Rouhani’s health officials have been 
telling us made me surf the internet 
for “advantages and disadvantages of 
palm oil.”

Already surprised by what was said 
in Kuala Lumpur on Friday, I found ar-
ticles related to my search claiming the 
starkest opposite facts about palm oil’s 
effects on health. While one source 
said the product is full of bad fat, raises 
blood cholesterol, and is hard to di-
gest, another one said it has good fat, 
helps blood circulation, and is easy to 
digest!   2

Tehran Gallery 
makes its debut 
with photo display 
of Ashura rituals

TEHRAN — Tehran 
Gallery opened at 

Tehran’s Department of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance on Wednesday, dedicat-
ing its first exhibit to a photo display of 
the mourning rituals in Iran for the mar-
tyrdom the third Imam of the Shia, Imam 
Hussein (AS) and his companions.

The gallery has been named after 
Tehran, after October 5 has been de-
clared the Day of Tehran.

“A selection of 65 photos, displaying 
the mourning rituals from the past to the 
present time, recounts the ceremonies in 
different periods of time dating back to 
the Qajar era to the present time,” direc-
tor of the office Mehrshad Kazemi told 
the Persian service of ISNA.

The gallery was inaugurated on 
October 5 with the participation of a 
number of officials including Tehran 
Municipality’s Beautification Organi-
zation Director Isa Alizadeh, director 
of the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicraft Organization of Tehran, Ra-
jab-Ali Khosroabadi, and several poets.

Tehran City Council member Ah-
mad Masjed-Jamei, also attending the 
ceremony, hoped that the photo col-
lection depicting the rituals performed 
in Tehran’s historical tekyehs will also 
be displayed in the gallery. 

Tekyeh is a center for seasonal reli-
gious ceremonies in Iran and was used 
in the past for performances of Iranian 
passion play, tazieh.

Masjed-Jamei also expressed hope that 
with the collaboration of Tehran Municipal-
ity’s Beautification Organization, the gallery 
would turn into a hub for Tehrani artists.

The exhibit will be running for ten 
days in the gallery located on North 
Motahhari St., Darya Blvd. in the Saa-
databad neighborhood.

S.Korea’s 
KTC to invest 

$820m in Iran’s 
renewable 

energy
TEHRAN — South 
Korea’s KTC co. 

signed a deal worth $820 million with 
Iran’s Investment and Economic De-
velopment Committee to build a solar 
plant and also a wind farm in Iran, IRIB 
news agency reported on Thursday.

KTC is to establish the solar plant in 
the southern city of Fasa and the wind 
farm in the southeastern city of Zabol.

Based on the first agreement be-
tween KTC and Iran’s Green Energy 
Company, the Korean company will 
finance $220 million to build a 100 
megawatt (MW) wind farm in Zabol.

Also, $600 million will be allocated to 
a 200 MW solar plant in Fasa according 
to the second agreement signed be-
tween Shiraz’s Azad University and KTC. 

With the construction of the mentioned 
solar plant and wind farm, KTC will also 
transfer new technologies to the country.

In the signing ceremony, Nematollah 
Torki, the head of Iran’s Investment and 
Economic Development Committee, 
said that the project will be inaugurated 
soon and the Korean company will finish 
it based on the agreed deadlines.

“It has been included in the contracts 
that all equipment and facilities used in 
the projects should be domestic and 
also Iranian experts and workforce will 
participate in the projects,” he added. 

EU says needs 
‘strategic and 

structured 
dialogue’ with 

Iran 
TEHRAN — The 
European Union has 

published a document in which it has 
delineated the prospect for relations 
with the post-sanctions Iran, empha-
sizing “what the EU and Iran need is a 
strategic and structured dialogue.” 

The document was released by the 
European Parliament nearly fifteen 
months after Iran and key international 
players, including the European Union, 
struck a historic deal over Tehran’s nu-
clear program. 

The text lays strong emphasis on a 
number of matters for the bilateral ties 
to be characterized as “strategic” and 
“structured.” 

In what follows the conclusion sec-
tion of the document has been given: 

What the EU and Iran need is a 
strategic and structured dialogue. 
Strategic here means that it must 
reach beyond the list of specific (usu-
ally contentious) issues, look at the 
larger picture and set more long term 
goals for what kind of relationship the 
two parties want to have. Structured, 
in that it is underpinned by regular in-
teraction on civil servant and technical 
levels dealing with a variety of sectors; 
thus, establishing an institutionalised 
process for pursuing a variety of solu-
tions and exchanges.   1 3

A thespian performs tazieh (Iranian passion 
play) in an undated photo.

2

Japan, Iran hold joint economic 
forum in Tehran

Iran takes seat in Universal Postal 
Union’s Council of Administration

TEHRAN — 
Iran Chamber 

of Commerce, Industries, Mines 
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) hosted 
the Iran-Japan joint economic 
forum in Tehran on Wednesday, 
IRIB news agency reported.

According to the report, the 
event was attended by several 
Iranian and Japanese business-
men, entrepreneurs and officials 
including Pedram Soltani, the 
vice president of ICCIMA, and 
Katsumi Hirano, the executive 
vice president of Japan External 
Trade Organization (JETRO).

In the event Soltani men-
tioned Iran’s remarkable position 
in Middle East, North Africa and 
Central Asia and underscored 
the country’s natural resources 
and its place among the energy 

producing countries. 
Soltani also noted there are 

great potentials for the two coun-
tries’ cooperation in various fields 
including tourism, ICT, transport, 
banking and insurance, ex-
change of technical knowledge 
and co-production.

Hirano for his part mentioned 
Tehran’s industry exhibition and 
said that many Japanese compa-
nies are participating in the exhi-
bition to negotiate investment and 
cooperation with Iranian counter-
parts.

“We support Japanese compa-
nies that are going to invest and start 
business in Iran,” he noted.

Hirano expressed hope that the 
joint economic forum will lead to 
the development of trade relations 
between the two countries.

TEHRAN — 
Iran managed 

to secure a seat in the Universal 
Postal Union’s (UPU) Council of 
Administration over the 26th UPU 
Congress which was held in Istan-
bul during September 20-Octo-
ber 7, 2016.

The three-week event, set the 
course of the UPU’s work over the 
next four years, brought together 
high-level dignitaries and dele-
gates from the UPU’s 192 mem-
ber countries, IRIB reported.

Established in 1874, UPU, with 
its headquarters in the Swiss capital 
Berne, is the second oldest interna-
tional organization worldwide.

With its 192 member coun-
tries, the UPU is the primary fo-
rum for cooperation between 
postal sector players. It helps to 

ensure a truly universal network 
of up-to-date products and ser-
vices.

In this way, the organization 
fulfils an advisory, mediating and 
liaison role, and provides tech-
nical assistance where needed. 
It sets the rules for internation-
al mail exchanges and makes 
recommendations to stimulate 
growth in mail, parcel and finan-
cial services volumes and im-
prove quality of service for cus-
tomers.

The Post Company of Iran 
CEO Hossein Mehri noted that 
Iran’s active role in the congress 
and the participation of Commu-
nications and Information Tech-
nology Minister Mahmoud Vaezi 
in the event played a key role in 
Iran’s selection.

  See page 2
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TEHRAN — A for-
mer Iranian diplomat 

told reporters on Thursday that the Irani-
an people should appreciate the security 
in the country as the issue has turned 
into an important global challenge.

Mohammad Sadegh Kharrazi said 
that there is no “safe spot” in the world 
due to the spread of terrorism.

The security in the country is a result of 
collective efforts by Basij and the Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps, Kharrazi said.

Calling Iran a “unique” state in the 
world, Kharrazi said is one of the “saf-
est” countries in the world.

The Iranian “political actors” should 
also be appreciative of the security in 
the country.

“What these forces have done be-
yond the country’s borders is not 
comparable to anything else and this 
should be praised,” said Kharrazi who 
was Iran’s ambassador to France from 
2002–2006. 

Elsewhere, Kharrazi said that Pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani took a “big 
step” in foreign policy and “stopped 
the train of sanctions” by clinching a 
deal with great powers over Iran’s nu-
clear program.

Iran and the 5+1 group - the United 
States, Britain, France, China and Rus-
sia plus Germany - finalized the text of 
the nuclear agreement in Vienna in July 
2015. The agreement went into effect 
in January.

‘Iranians should appreciate 
security in the country’

TEHRAN — Irani-
an Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Bahram Qassemi said 
on Friday that “dialogue” and “di-
plomacy” are the only ways forward 
to settle the long-running conflict in 
Syria.

His comments came as a response 
to U.S. State Department spokes-
man John Kirby in a news conference 
on Thursday who said that the U.S. is 
“looking at a full range of options” to 
fight terrorists and settle the Syrian cri-
sis.

“Six years of war, murder of the 
innocent people, destruction of all 
the infrastructures and displace-
ment of the Syrian people have 

proved uselessness of resorting to 
violence, … and spread of terrorism,” 
Qassemi stated.

He added that peaceful solutions, 
especially inter-Syrian dialogue, should 
be prioritized in political efforts to set-
tle the crisis in the country.

The Washington Post reported on 
Tuesday that the Pentagon was pre-
senting the Obama administration with 
the option of strikes at meetings this 
week. The strikes, which the Joint Chief 
of Staffs and the CIA are now said to 
favor.

According to ABC News, the strikes 
are now back on the table; however, 
President Obama is still very unlikely to 
approve them.

Only dialogue can settle 
Syria crisis, Iran tells U.S.

TEHRAN — The Ira-
nian Ambassador to 

Kuala Lumpur sees President Rou-
hani’s visit to Malaysia as a turning 
point in ties between the two Islamic 
countries, saying it indicates the will of 
the two nations to increasingly share 
views on issues of mutual concern and 
interest. 

“Consultation at the highest level 
shows the will and resolution of the two 
Muslim counties to increase contacts in 
different fields,” said Marzieh Afkham, ac-
cording to IRNA on Friday. 

In addition to facilitating all-round 
progress in political, economic, and cul-
tural relations between Tehran and Kuala 
Lumpur, the visit is thought to have an 
impact on regional and international is-
sues, as well.

“Iran and Malaysia are against extrem-
ism and terrorism, and have close views 
on many regional and international is-
sues,” noted Afkham, the first Iranian fe-
male ambassador. 

The visit comes nearly 14 months 
after the nuclear deal between Iran 

and world powers left Iran with more 
leeway to re-engage with the global 
community. 

On the back of the historic deal, the 
Rouhani administration has shown more 
determination to act eclectically in its for-
eign policy, signals of a political diversi-
fication. 

From a political and economic point of 
view the nuclear pact has opened a new 
era in Iran’s foreign policy and Eastern 
Asian countries are also very interested in 
more cooperation with Iran, the ambas-
sador added. 

“In our foreign policy, we have always 
been attentive to the stance of Asian 
countries, particularly eastern Asian ones, 
and Iran is resolute to boost strategic ties 
with the countries.” 

Rouhani arrived at the Malaysian cap-
ital on Friday for a two-day visit on the 
second leg of a three-leg tour of South-
east Asia.

The trip has so far taken him to the 
Vietnamese capital of Hanoi and has 
been scheduled to conclude in Thai-
land.

2
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 1  He said that the two countries’ governments 
support investment and economic activities in each 
country.

The Iranian and Malaysian private sectors should 
become aware of capacities in both countries and use 
them to deepen ties, Rouhani added.

The Malaysian prime minister said that Rouhani’s visit 
to Malaysia allows both countries to explore ways to fur-
ther expand economic ties.

“The key to this objective is to enable business trans-
actions to take place within the banking system of our 
two countries,” New Straits Times quoted Najib as saying.

Najib added, “As you know, sanctions (on Iran) had 
restricted ways of doing business there. But we want this 

(mechanism) to happen, and I am confident it will be 
found in the shortest time.” 

He also said Malaysia will be sending a delegation 
comprising the Plantations Industries and Commodities 
Ministry, and the Malaysia Palm Oil Board (MPOB) to 

Tehran.
In the visit to Malaysia Rouhani was accompanied 

by his Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, senior 
cabinet ministers and senior government officials. He 
reached the Perdana Square at 4.25pm and accorded 
an official welcome by the 1st Battalion of the Royal Ma-
lay Regiment.

Prime Minister Najib hosted an official dinner in honor 
of Rouhani at Seri Perdana, New Strait Times reported.

According to a statement from Wisma Putra, Rou-
hani’s official visit was aimed at reaffirming and further 
strengthening the warm and close bilateral relations 
between Malaysia and Iran, Bernama news agency re-
ported.

TEHRAN — MP Seyyed Qasem Jase-
mi has said that maximum security has 

been restored in Kermanshah province after the IRGC’s 
latest clashes with members of a terrorist cell.

“A few days ago, IRGC forces clashed with 12 mem-
bers of a terrorist cell named PJAK in Kermanshah,” ex-
plained Jasemi, who sits on the Majlis National Security 
and Foreign Policy Committee.

“They had sneaked into Kermanshah province in 
order to seek an opportunity to carry out terrorist 
operations, but were identified by IRGC and local 
forces.” 

Jasemi added, “None of the members of the terrorist 
cell could manage to escape the local and IRGC forces, 
and all 12 members were killed.”

Only three members of IRGC forces were mildly in-
jured, said Jasemi who represents the city of Kermanshah 
in the Majlis.

Kermanshah is the capital of Kermanshah province.

Jasemi noted that provoking terrorist groups, in-
cluding Daesh and PJAK, is a strategy adopted by 
enemies.

The MP also praised the IRGC, Basij, and local forces 
for nipping the threat in the bud.

IRGC announced on Tuesday that it had dismantled a 
terrorist cell, killing twelve of its members in the western 
province of Kermanshah.

IRGC Ground Force Commander Brigadier Gen-
eral Mohammad Pakpour said significant sums of 
weapons and ammunition were seized from the ter-
rorists.

In a similar incident more than two weeks ago, four 
members of a Kurdish terrorist cell were arrested in west-
ern Iran.

Iran, Malaysia agree to strengthen ties 

Security restored in Kermanshah following terrorist threat: MP
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TEHRAN — Majlis speaker Ali 
Larijani has said he does not 

plan to run for presidency next year, ILNA re-
ported. 

While on an official trip to Kuhgiluyeh-Boyer Ah-
mad on Friday to inspect development projects in 
the province, Larijani also said, “The current com-
position of the Majlis is good.” 

He added, “The 10th Majlis is more active than 
the 9th Majlis used to be.”

Larijani says not to 
run for president
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U.S. lawmakers 
seeking to block 
Iran’s WTO bid

TEHRAN — A group of U.S. 
congressmen are pressing the 

White House to oppose Iran’s bid to join the World 
Trade Organization, citing concern that admission 
could constrain U.S. ability to impose future sanc-
tions on Iran.

In a letter sent Thursday, two Republican and 
two Democrat representatives urged U.S. Trade 
Representative Michael Froman to resist Iran’s ef-
forts to join the WTO, the Wall Street Journal re-
ported.

All four lawmakers had opposed the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action.
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Iran pursuing fate 
of 2 nationals 
detained in Kuwait

TEHRAN – The Iranian Foreign 
Ministry said on Friday that it is 

pursuing the cases of two Iranian nationals who are 
under arrest in Kuwait.

Qassem Bahrami, the ministry spokesman, 
said while media have covered the story of the 
two, Tehran had not received any official letter 
from Kuwait.

A day earlier Kuwaiti media had announced the 
capture, saying the two Iranian nationals had been 
taking pictures of religious places when they were 
arrested.
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Rouhani’s visit to Malaysia a 
turning point in ties: ambassador 
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Malaysian Prime Minister said, 
“The key to this objective 

(deepening ties) is to enable 
business transactions to take 

place within the banking 
system of our two countries.” 

Iranian ambassador to Malaysia says, “Iran and 
Malaysia are against extremism and terrorism, 

and have close views of many regional and 
international issues.”  

Iranian Ambassador to Kuala Lumpur Marzieh Afkham
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 1  I think the controversy is very 
much like what has been going on regard-
ing climate change, with numerous people 

from all walks of life supporting this or that 
side of the argument. But in the end we 
all know what’s happening to the planet. I 

think one thing is for sure, that the weight 
of business is behind the argument saying 
palm oil is OK. I also think this is the argu-

ment that is going to win, at least in the 
short run, enough to make our vessels full 
of palm oil once more.

An oily smile for Iran: Rouhani re-lifts palm oil sluicegate 

TEHRAN — Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry on Thursday dis-

missed a report by the Saudi newspaper al-
Watan that Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Arab and African Affairs Hossein Jaberi Ansari 
has made a short trip to Yemen’s capital of Sa-
na’a earlier this week.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qassemi 
described the report as part of Saudi Arabia’s at-
tempts to cover up its successive defeats in the 
aggression against Yemen, ISNA reported.

All routes to Sana’a have been by closed Saudi 
Arabia, he said.

Tehran denies 
diplomat’s visit 
to Yemen
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Cleric: ‘Foreign 
hegemony’ is 
Muslims’ main 
problem 
TEHRAN — Tehran’s interim Fri-
day prayer leader has described 

the United States’ hegemony as the biggest vice 
that Muslim nations should counter.

“America is dominating weak Islamic countries 
and some countries are afraid of it,” Ayatollah Mo-
hammad Ali Movahedi Kermani told worshipers, 
Mehr reported.

He described “foreign hegemony” as the main 
and most serious trouble in the Islamic communi-
ty, calling for efforts to “awaken” Muslim nations to 
that threat.

Movahedi Kermani also slammed Riyadh, Daesh, 
and Israel as Washington’s stooges.
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Iran, China start 
heavy water 
cooperation

TEHRAN — Deputy Foreign 
Minister Majid Takht-Ravanchi 

on Thursday announced that Iran and China have 
started their technical cooperation on the Arak 
heavy water reactor.

“Iran’s international cooperation in the field of 
peaceful nuclear technology with some countries 
has already started in the post-sanctions era, the 
most recent of which is Iran-China cooperation on 
the Arak heavy water reactor,” Takht-Ravanchi said.

He underlined that the post-sanctions era has 
prepared a suitable ground for scientific, academic 
and research exchanges with Iran in different fields. 

P O L I T I C S
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Colombian leader Juan 
Manuel Santos wins Nobel 
Peace Prize
Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos won the Nobel 
Peace Prize on Friday for his efforts to end a five-decade civil 
war that has killed more than 200,000 people — and said he 
received the award in the name of the Colombian people.

The award came just days after Colombian voters narrow-
ly rejected the peace deal that Santos helped bring about. 
Nobel judges conspicuously did not honor his counterpart, 
Rodrigo Londono, the leader of the rebels.

“The referendum was not a vote for or against peace,” 
the Norwegian Nobel Committee said, insisting the peace 
process wasn’t dead. “What the ‘No’ side rejected was not the 
desire for peace, but a specific peace agreement.”

Santos said the Colom-
bian people deserved the 
honor.

“Especially the millions 
of victims that have suf-
fered in this war that we 
are on the verge of end-
ing,” Santos said in an in-
terview posted on the No-
bel Foundation’s Facebook 
page. “We are very, very 
close. We just need to push 
a bit further to persevere.”

Reacting to the award 
on Twitter, Londono said 
“the only prize to which we 
aspire” is one of social justice for Colombia, without far-right 
militias or retaliation.

Santos and Londono — the leader of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia, better known by his nom de 
guerre Timochenko — signed a peace deal last month to 
end Latin America’s longest-running conflict after more than 
four years of negotiations in Cuba.

Six days later, Colombians rejected it by the narrowest of 
margins — less than a half percentage point — over con-
cerns that the rebels, who were behind scores of atrocities, 
were getting a sweetheart deal. Under the accord, rebels 
who turned over their weapons and confessed their crimes 
would be spared jail time and they would be given 10 seats in 
congress through 2026 to transition to a political movement.

In Bogota, 20 activists camped out in front of Colombia’s 
congress to demand the peace deal not be scuttled shouted 
“Peace deal now!” and “Colombia wants peace!” at the news.

“This is a big help, but we’re not leaving until there’s 
peace,” said Juliana Bohorquez, a 31-year-old artist.

The Norwegian Nobel Committee said it believes that 
Santos, despite the “No” vote, “has brought the bloody con-
flict significantly closer to a peaceful solution.”

It said the award should also be seen “as a tribute to the 
Colombian people who, despite great hardships and abuses, 
have not given up hope of a just peace, and to all the parties 
who have contributed to the peace process.”

Committee secretary Olav Njoelstad said there was “broad 
consensus” on picking Santos as this year’s laureate — the first 
time the peace prize went to Latin America since 1992, when 
Guatemalan human rights activist Rigoberta Menchu won.

Santos, 65, is an unlikely peacemaker. The Harvard-edu-
cated scion of one of Colombia’s wealthiest families, as de-
fense minister a decade ago, he was responsible for some of 
the biggest military setbacks for the rebels, known by their 
Spanish acronym FARC. Those included a 2008 cross-border 
raid into Ecuador that took out a top rebel commander and 
the stealth rescue of three Americans held captive by the 
rebels for more than five years.

Yet awarding Santos alone was a departure from the No-
bel committee’s tradition of honoring both sides in a peace 
process, like it did in 1994 for an Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accord and in 1998 for peace talks in Northern Ireland.

“I can’t think of another time when they didn’t give to both 
sides,” said Nobel historian Asle Sveen, who isn’t connected to 
the committee. “But the referendum made it difficult. The op-
position who won the referendum would have been provoked. 
I suspect the committee took the FARC out at the last minute.”

The committee recognized that the referendum result 
had “created great uncertainty” about Colombia’s future.

“There is a real danger that the peace process will come 
to a halt and that civil war will flare up again,” it said. “This 
makes it even more important that the parties, headed by 
President Santos and FARC guerrilla leader Rodrigo Lon-
dono, continue to respect the cease-fire.”

Prize committee chair Kaci Kullmann Five said the prize 
should be seen as encouragement to the FARC as well.

(source: AP)
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Russia has warned the United States 
not to intervene militarily in Syria 
against forces loyal to President Bashar 
al-Assad, threatening that it may shoot 
down any aircraft attempting to launch 
strikes.

In a bluntly worded statement, a 
spokesman for Russia’s defense ministry 
warned that Russia and the Syrian gov-
ernment had deployed sufficient air de-
fenses to block any potential attacks.

It follows rumbling in Washington 
that the White House may be consid-
ering launching limited strikes against 
some Syrian regime military targets 
as an alternative option for moving 
forward in the Syrian conflict after the 
collapse of U.S.-Russian cease-fire ne-
gotiations.

The Washington Post reported on 
Tuesday that the Pentagon was present-
ing the Obama administration with the 
option of strikes at meetings this week. 
The strikes, which the Joint Chief of Staffs 
and the CIA are now said to favor, ac-
cording to the Post, would see missiles 
fired at Assad air force bases, intended to 
punish the regime for its failure to abide 
by the cease-fire, hamper attacks against 
civilians and pressure it and Moscow to 
begin negotiating again.

Although, the strikes are now back on 
the table, President Obama is still very 
unlikely to approve them, according to 
administration officials speaking to the 
Post, as well as former State Department 
officials and outside analysts.

Moscow though has sought to head-
off any U.S. intervention. Major-General 
Igor Konashenkov, the Russian defense 
ministry spokesman, directly addressed 
the reports in a briefing on Thursday, 
when he warned that Russia may shoot 
down any aircraft attacking Syrian gov-
ernment forces.

Although Konashenkov did not di-
rectly say Russia would shoot down 
American aircraft, his point was unam-
biguous.

“I would recommend our colleagues 
in Washington to thoroughly consider 
the possible consequences of the reali-
zation of such plans,” Konashenkov said, 
before listing the array of anti-air de-
fenses deployed in Syria and saying they 
would be used if Assad’s or Russian forc-
es were attacked.

Konshenkov warned that Russia had 
deployed advanced S-300 and S-400 
anti-aircraft missiles to its bases in 
Syria, noting that their range “can be 
a surprise for any unidentified flying 
objects.”

“It follows to really be conscious that 
there will hardly be time in the calcula-
tions of the Russian air-defense units 
to clarify on the “direct line” the precise 
flight-plan of missiles and who they be-
long to,” Konashenkov said, referring to 
the hotline already established by the 

U.S. and Russia to prevent clashes be-
tween their aircraft conducting strikes in 
Syria.

The strikes described by the Post 
would be launched from ships and 
aircraft belonging to the internation-
al anti-ISIL coalition assembled by the 
U.S., conducted covertly to avoid legal 
blocks as well as direct clashes with the 
Russians.

Konashenkov, however, suggested 
Russia would target any unidentified air-
craft attacking Syrian government targets 
and warned "American strategists" not to 
assume a covert intervention would go 
unanswered. “The illusions of dilettantes 
about the existence of 'stealth' aircraft 
may encounter a disappointing reality,” 
he added. Konashenkov also warned 
that Russian troops were now widely de-
ployed across Syria, implying any strikes 
could hit them, pulling the U.S. into con-
flict with Russia.

Konashenkov referred again to a 
strike on Sept. 17, when U.S. military 
aircraft killed dozens of Syrian govern-
ment troops accidentally. The Pentagon 
has said the strike was a mistake, but 
Konashenkov said Russia was prepared 
to prevent “any similar ‘mistakes’” against 
Russian troops.

The White House has been exam-
ining more so-called “kinetic” options 
since the cease-fire deal brokered by 
Secretary of State, John Kerry with Rus-
sia collapsed at the end of September 
amid mutual recriminations and Rus-
sian and Syrian government aircraft 
launched a ferocious air assault on the 
besieged city of Aleppo.

The bombardment has been de-
scribed as among the most intense 

of the conflict, with Western countries 
accusing Russia and the Syrian gov-
ernment of committing war crimes and 
prompting calls for the U.S. to intervene 
more muscularly to pressure the Krem-
lin and Assad to halt them and begin 
negotiating again. Kerry this week for-
mally suspended the talks with Russia, 
with the State Department saying there 
was now nothing to talk about. The 
rapid unraveling of the talks has sent 
the Obama administration back to the 
drawing board on Syria. The intensity of 
the Russian strikes, even as the cease-
fire foundered, has persuaded some 
observers that without hard pressure 
Moscow and Assad will never negoti-
ate in good faith. Former State Depart-
ment officials and Syria watchers have 
suggested that the strikes could take 
the form cruise missiles hitting Syria air 
facilities and cratering runways to crip-
ple Assad’s air force. Besides the strikes, 
the U.S. is said to be considering pro-
viding rebels inside Syria with heavier 
weaponry.

While it remains unclear whether 
Russia would actually down an Amer-
ican plane attacking a target in Syria, 
the possibility threatened to push the 
conflict out into a new stage, with Rus-
sia and the U.S. placed in the most di-
rect stand-off of anytime since the Syr-
ian war began.

The odds, however, that the Oba-
ma administration will approve mili-
tary intervention in Syria still seem 
very long.

“I will be shocked,” Robert Ford, the 
last U.S. ambassador to Syria, said in an 
interview earlier his week.

Throughout the Syrian civil war, 

President Obama has made it clear he 
is reluctant to use direct force against 
the Assad regime. Although coming 
close in 2013 when Assad crossed the 
much criticized “red-line” over chem-
ical weapons, the White House called 
off strikes after Moscow forced Assad 
to hand over his chemical arsenal. In 
recent interviews, the president and 
administration officials have suggest-
ed that reluctance has only become 
stronger as Syria has slid further into 
chaos and Russia and Iran have in-
creased their involvement.

“To me it’s remarkable that the admin-
istration is even considering it again,” said 
Ford, who resigned discontented by the 
administration's unwillingness to provide 
more support to rebels. “Because it’s go-
ing to be out of office in three and a half 
months. And you know Obama doesn’t 
really want to do it.”

“But the drums are loud over here,” he 
said.

Ford and other former State De-
partment officials said they believed 
some new steps were relatively likely, 
such as sanctions on Russia, as well as 
increased and heavier weapons to the 
rebels, though they expressed doubt 
the administration would dramatically 
change its tactics.

“Sanctions could happen,” said 
Frederic C. Hof, a former adviser to the 
State Department on Syria, who also left 
frustrated by the U.S.’ refusal to back the 
rebels more heavily. “What’s really need-
ed is anti-aircraft defense and I just don’t 
know that the United States is ready to lift 
its veto on that.”

“There are things the Americans could 
do that would certainly get the Russians 
attention and cause them to re-engage,” 
Ford said, suggesting the U.S. could con-
sider supply 3 or 4 anti-aircraft missiles 
for bringing down a small number of 
Russian military planes.

“That wouldn’t be so hard,” he said.
Such steps would be intended to re-

turn the Russians to negotiations at some 
point, observers said. Even as Russia 
has threatened the U.S. and accused it 
of shielding terrorists in Aleppo, Russian 
officials have held out the possibility that 
talks could one day resume. Former dip-
lomats noted that the U.S. had suspend-
ed not terminated its contacts with Russia 
over Syria.

“This is not a transformative or a ter-
minative event.” said David Aaron Miller, 
a former long-term State Department 
adviser on Middle East negotiations, re-
ferring to the collapse of the cease-fire 
talks. “It’s another twist."

“In the Middle East, something can 
be dead or something will be dead and 
buried. And if you ask me, the notion of 
a political process with the Russians is not 
dead and buried.”

(Source: ABC News)
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Konshenkov warned that Russia had deployed 
advanced S-300 and S-400 anti-aircraft missiles to 

its bases in Syria, noting that their range “can be a 
surprise for any unidentified flying objects.”

Saudi Arabia using 
starvation as tactic: UN
The United Nations (UN) says Riyadh is using starvation as a 
tactic in its ongoing war against Yemen as well as against the 
Shia population inside Saudi Arabia itself.

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child made the dec-
laration in a scathing report on Saudi rights violations in Yemen 
and inside Saudi Arabia. The UN watchdog said children in the 
minority Shia communities inside Saudi Arabia continue to be 
subject to discrimination with regard to access to food, school, 
and justice. The UN committee also rapped Saudi Arabia over a 
wide range of rights violations against children, including execut-
ing, stoning, flogging, and amputating them.

The UN body urged Riyadh to repeal laws that are lenient 
on the sexual abuse of children as well as their incarceration 
in solitary confinement.

Eighteen independent experts from the committee ex-
pressed deep concern in the report that Riyadh “still does 
not recognize girls as full subjects of rights and continues to 
severely discriminate (against) them in law and practice and 
to impose on them a system of male guardianship.”

(Source: Press TV)

The number of people killed in Haiti by 
Hurricane Matthew has risen sharply, as 
coastal villages and towns began making 
contact with the outside world, two days 
after being hit by the fiercest Caribbean 
storm in nearly a decade. 

A Reuters news agency tally of deaths 
reported by civil protection officials at a 
local level on Friday showed the storm 
killed at least 572, updating an earlier fig-
ure of 478.

Bodies started to appear late on 
Thursday as waters receded in some 
places after Matthew's 235 kilome-
ters-per-hour winds smashed concrete 
walls, flattened palm trees and tore roofs 
off homes, forcing thousands of Haitians 
to flee.

With the numbers increasing quickly, 
different government agencies and com-
mittees gave contrasting death tolls.

Most of the fatalities were in towns and 
fishing villages around the western end of 
Tiburon peninsula in Haiti's southwest, 
with many victims killed by falling trees, 
flying debris and swollen rivers.

At least 50 people were reported to 
have died in coastal Roche-a-Bateau, 
which local officials described as "devas-
tated".

"I've never seen anything like this," 
Louis Paul Raphael, a central government 
representative in Roche-a-Bateau, told 
Reuters.

Inland in Chantal, the toll rose to 90 
late on Thursday evening, the town's 
mayor said.

 'Everyone is a victim' 
In the Sous-Roche district of Les Cayes, 

Haiti's third city on its exposed southern 
coast, residents tried to help their neigh-
bors.

"I've been on my feet for two days 
without sleep. We need to help each 
other," Dominique Osny told AFP news 
agency amid the debris and destruction 
left when the storm passed through on 
Tuesday.

"Everyone is a victim here, houses 
have been washed away, we lost all the 
roofing. I lost everything, right up to my 
birth certificate," he said, citing a vital 
document hard to replace in Haiti.

"I thought I was going to die. I looked 
death in the face," said 36-year-old Yo-
lette Cazenor, standing in front of a house 
smashed in two by a fallen coconut palm.

Along with the human devastation, the 
storm killed livestock and destroyed crops 
in parts of the impoverished nation.

"We have nothing left to survive on. 
All the crops have gone, all fruit trees 
are down. I don't have a clue how this 
is going to be fixed," Marc Soniel Noel, 
the deputy mayor of Chantal, told Reu-
ters.

Matthew is the strongest hurricane 
in the Caribbean since Felix in 2007 and 
was closing in on Florida as a Category 
4 cyclone, the second strongest on the 
Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale.

Four people were killed over the week-
end in the Dominican Republic, which 
shares the island of Hispaniola with Haiti.

 Cholera fears
The devastation in Haiti prompted au-

thorities to postpone a presidential elec-
tion scheduled for Sunday.

Poverty, weak government and pre-
carious living conditions for many of its 
citizens make Haiti particularly vulnerable 

to natural disasters.
In 2010, a magnitude 7 earthquake 

wrecked the capital, Port-au-Prince, kill-
ing more than 200,000 people.

Following the earthquake, UN 
peacekeepers inadvertently introduced 
cholera to the country, killing at least 
9,000 and infecting hundreds of thou-
sands more.

The Pan American Health Organiza-
tion said on Thursday it was preparing for 
a possible cholera surge in Haiti after the 
hurricane because the flooding was likely 
to contaminate water supplies.

 Millions flee in U.S.
Carrying extremely dangerous winds 

of 220km/h, Matthew pounded the 
northwestern part of the Bahamas as 
it barreled towards the southeast U.S. 
coast where millions of residents heeded 
warnings to flee inland.

Matthew's top sustained winds had 
dropped to 209km/h by Thursday 
night.

But it remained a Category 4 on the 
five-step Saffir-Simpson scale of hurri-
cane intensity as it neared Florida, where 
it could either plow inland or tear along 
the Atlantic coast through Friday night, 
the Miami-based US National Hurricane 
Center said.

Few storms with winds as powerful as 
Matthew's have struck Florida, and the 
NHC warned of "potentially disastrous 
impacts".

The US National Weather Service said 
the storm could be the most powerful to 
strike northeast Florida in 118 years.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Chaos and despair as Haiti storm kills more than 450
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Iranian fin. min. departs for WBG/IMF 
meetings in Washington 

Goldman sees ‘buying opportunity’ if gold’s slump gets worse

Iran exports above $58m of goods to 
U.S. in 8 months

TEHRAN — Accord-
ing to the latest data 

released by the American Statistical Asso-
ciation (ASA), the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has exported $58.5 million of goods to the 
United States in the first eight months of 
2016, Tasnim news agency reported on 
Friday.

Iran’s imports from the U.S. in the said 
time stood at $108.5 million, the report 
said.

According to the data, Iran-U.S. mu-
tual trade value has experienced a two-
percent decrease compared to the same 
time span last year. The common trade ex-
change between the two countries stood 
at $170.8 million in the first eight months 
of 2015, but the figure has dropped to 
$167 million in the same period in 2016. 

Iran-U.S. commercial exchange in the 
first seven months of 2016 experienced an 

11 percent decline and shrank to $139.4 
million from its previous $157.7 million in 
the same time span in 2015.

The worth of U.S.’s exports to Iran 
in January-July 2016 was $97.7 million, 
showing a 38 percent fall from $157.7 mil-
lion in the same period in 2015.

The country’s worth of imports from 
the Islamic Republic in the said time was 
$41.7 million, while the figure stood at 
zero in the same time in the preceding 
year.

TEHRAN — Iranian 
Finance Minister Ali 

Tayyebnia, heading a delegation, left 
Tehran for Washington DC to attend 
the World Bank Group (WBG)’s autumn 
meeting and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF)’s annual meeting, Tasnim 
news agency reported on Friday. 

As reported, Tayyebnia is expected 
to hold talks with his counterparts from 
several countries as well as MENA (Mid-
dle East and North Africa) group. He 
plans to share the Islamic Republic’s ex-
perience about effective management 
of oil prices depreciation with them. 

The IMF will host its 2016 annual 
meeting and the autumn meeting of 
WBG on October 7-9 in Washington 
DC.

The IMF and World Bank meet each 
autumn in what is officially known as 

the Annual Meetings of the IMF and 
the WBG and each spring in the Spring 
Meetings of the IMF and the WBG. 
Names of the two groups are alternated 
each year so a different one has top bill-
ing.

The autumn meetings are custom-
arily held in Washington, D.C., United 
States for two consecutive years, and 
in another member country in the third 
year. On the weekend of the autumn 
meetings the G7 also meets.

Goldman Sachs Group Incorporation says 
that a strategic buying opportunity may 
open up in gold should prices drop sub-
stantially below $1,250 an ounce, with 
bullion offering investors a way to protect 
themselves against risks to global growth 
and limits to central banks’ effectiveness.

While the decline over the past 

month, which has accelerated this week, 
has been in line with the bank’s bearish 
outlook, there could be a case for pur-
chases if the sell-off deepens, accord-
ing to analysts including Jeffrey Currie 
and Max Layton. On Friday, bullion was 
less than $5 above the $1,250 level and 
headed for the biggest weekly slump in 

more than three years.
After a stellar first half as the Federal 

Reserve stood pat on rates and political 
risk jumped with the U.K.’s Brexit vote, 
bullion’s rally has started to unravel. It’s 
headed for the biggest weekly loss in 
2016 as the odds of tighter Fed policy 
by the year-end have increased, buoying 

the dollar. The metal’s retreat has taken 
place against a backdrop of investor 
concern that the world’s leading central 
banks, including the European Central 
Bank and Bank of Japan, may now be 
approaching the limits of what monetary 
policy can do to stoke growth.

(Source: Bloomberg)
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more than 6 percent against the US dollar early on 
Friday before recovering most of its losses, amid 
concerns over the UK’s exit from the EU.

Shortly after currency markets opened in Asia 
on Friday, the pound lost as much as 6.1 percent 
to $1.1841 in two minutes. The shortlived drop 
sparked speculation that it could have been trig-
gered by a mistaken “fat finger” trade or a rogue 
automated algorithm, exacerbated by thinner li-
quidity during early Asian hours.

It was the currency’s lowest level since May 
1985 and the biggest intraday drop against the 
dollar since its 11.1 percent plunge on June 24 in 
the wake of the UK’s vote to leave the EU.

The Reserve Bank of India has given a fresh nudge 
to country’s financial inclusion drive by allowing pay-
ments banks and small finance banks use digital 
banking to open bank accounts while streamlining 
their risk mitigating norms to make the experiment of 
differentiated banking a robust one.

The central bank has also permitted mobile phone 
users to open bank accounts with the payments 
banks promoted by telecom companies seamlessly, 
provided all the KYC (know your customer) formalities 
are already met. 

RBI on Thursday said that both small finance banks 
and payments banks can open accounts without a 
wet signature, relying completely on the digital signa-
tures and electronic verification. 

Workers at Brazil’s private banks and state-run Ban-
co do Brasil [BBASCI.UL] on Thursday ended a 31-day 
strike, according to the nation’s biggest banking indus-
try union, the Sindicato dos Bancários de São Paulo, 
Osasco e Região.

Workers accepted a proposal made by the Nation-
al Banking Federation (Febraban) of an annual wage 
increase of 8 percent, implying an inflation-adjusted 
gain of 1 percent, a statement from the union said. 
The agreement ends the longest banking sector strike 
since 2004.

Under the proposal adopted by the workers, which 
is valid for two years, food and child care allowances 
will be raised by 10 percent and 15 percent, respec-
tively.N
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Pound plunges 6% in 
2 minutes

RBI releases operating 
guidelines for 
payments and small 
finance banks

Brazil bank 
employees end 
longest strike in 12 
years

TEHRAN — “Iran and Vietnam are de-
cided to raise their mutual trade value 

fivefold,” the Iranian Industry Minister Mohammadreza 
Nematzadeh announced in Hanoi on Thursday, IRNA re-
ported. 

During the Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s Thursday 
meeting with his Vietnamese counterpart Tran Dai Quang, 
both sides decided to expand the worth of mutual trade 
between the two countries up to $2 billion from its current 
$390 million, Nematzadeh, who accompanied President 
Rouhani in his trip to Hanoi as the head of Iran-Vietnam 
Joint Economic Committee, added. 

He, in addition, noted that besides plan to develop bi-
lateral economic, banking, financial, tourism, and commer-
cial relations, probabilities are high for Tehran-Hanoi direct 
flight to be launched. 

However, according to Nematzadeh, the two countries 
are faced with some barriers on the way to expand their 
mutual ties, in particular lack of direct banking ties which 
has made Tehran and Hanoi use banks of other countries 
for their bilateral financial transactions. 

As he further described, the governor of the Central 
Bank of Iran (CBI), who accompanied the Iranian delegation 
to Hanoi, has signed MOUs with Vietnamese banking of-
ficials for facilitation of banking ties and easing attraction of 
investments between the two sides by opening a joint bank 
account between the two capitals. 

The Iranian industry minister also added that negotia-
tions are underway between Iran and Vietnam to establish 
preferential trade between the two nations.

In his meeting with President Rouhani, President Quang 
called for more bilateral cooperation in petrochemical in-

dustries which he believes Iran has a good command of 
engineering and expertise in.

Iran’s Mahan Air to launch 
flights to Baku on Oct. 31
Iranian Mahan Air airline will launch regular flights on Teh-
ran-Baku-Tehran route from October 31, the press service 
of Heydar Aliyev International Airport said.

Azerbaijan State Civil Aviation Administration issued the 
relevant permission after receiving a request from the air-
line to perform flights three times a week.

Flights are scheduled three times a week on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Sundays with Airbus A310, Trend reports.

(Source: vestnikkavkaza.net)

Iran, Vietnam agree to quintuple 
bilateral trade to $2b

PSA, SAIPA finalize deal for 
Citroen JV in Iran
PSA group, SAIPA have signed a joint-venture agreement to 
produce and sell Citroen vehicles in Iran.

The 50/50 joint-venture lays the foundations for a strategic 
partnership between the two companies.

Manufacturing will take place at the Kashan plant in Iran, 
which will be 50 percent owned by PSA Group.

The joint-venture will invest more than 300 million euros in 
manufacturing and R&D capacity over the next five years.

The agreement will be backed up by technology transfers 
and a significant level of local content.

Citroen models will be sold throughout the country via a 
network dedicated exclusively to the brand. No less than 150 
Citroen outlets will open in the next 5 years.

(Source: Reuters)
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IMF, global finance leaders 
fret over populist backlash
World finance leaders on Thursday decried a growing populist 
backlash against globalization and pledged to take steps to ensure 
trade and economic integration benefited more people currently 
left behind.

Their comments at the start of the International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank fall meetings signaled frustration with persistently 
low growth rates and the surge of public anger over free trade and 
other pillars of the global economic system.

The meetings are the first since Britain voted in June to leave 
the European Union and U.S. billionaire Donald Trump secured the 
Republican presidential nomination with a campaign that attacked 
trade deals.

“More and more, people don’t trust their elites. They don’t trust 
their economic leaders, and they don’t trust their political leaders,” 
German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble said during an IMF 
panel discussion in Washington.

“In the UK, everyone from the elites told the people, ‘don’t vote 
for a Brexit.’ But they did.”

Schaeuble said Germany was trying to “hold Europe together” 
in the face of rising nationalism, and failure to do so would bode 
poorly for global economic cooperation.

Last week, the World Trade Organization slashed its global trade 
volume growth forecast to the slowest pace since 2007, saying it 
expected it to rise just 1.7 percent this year, down from the 2.8 per-
cent it forecast in April.

 Fears of protectionism
On Thursday, Latin American finance ministers also expressed 

concerns about growing protectionist sentiment in advanced econ-
omies that threatens to sink trade agreements such as the 12-coun-
try Trans-Pacific Partnership, which includes Mexico, Chile and Peru.

“There are isolationist trends in Europe and sadly so in the U.S.,” 
Argentine Finance Minister Alfonso Prat-Gay told a panel during the 
IMF and World Bank meetings, holding out hope that cross-border 
investment within Latin America could still grow.

IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde launched the meet-
ings by renewing her call for countries to further boost growth by 
increasing spending when possible, keeping interest rates extraor-
dinarily low and implementing pro-business reforms aimed at im-
proving economic efficiency.

Lagarde singled out Canada, Germany and South Korea as 
among the nations that could afford to sustainably increase spend-
ing, but said that others with no additional capacity could rearrange 
their budgets towards infrastructure and education programs.

Asked to comment on the dangers to the global economy if 
Trump wins the White House in the November election and follows 
through on his pledges to renegotiate trade deals and enact puni-
tive U.S. tariffs, Lagarde declined to give a direct answer.

“I simply note that trade has been in the main a great engine 
for growth,” she said. “We need that engine in order to support and 
accelerate growth.”

The IMF this week kept its global growth forecast unchanged at 
a relatively low 3.1 percent for 2016 and 3.4 percent for 2017, not-
ing that the U.S. economy had performed worse than forecast while 
some emerging markets had done somewhat better.

On Thursday, Bank of England Governor Mark Carney said 
policymakers now have a better recognition of the need for their 
actions to “more immediately, tangibly and clearly, transparently 
benefit larger segments of the population.”

However, he said that a major new global coordinated policy 
effort was not likely to be struck at the meetings in Washington.

“I don’t think it’s realistic, nor do I think it’s what people are asking 
for, that there is a global grand bargain that is struck in an inter-
national meeting that then delivers,” Carney said on a panel with 
Lagarde, Schaeuble and People’s Bank of China Deputy Governor 
Yi Gang.

 Deutsche Bank’s shadow
Worries over the health of Deutsche Bank’s balance sheet cast 

a shadow over the meetings, with Lagarde saying Germany’s larg-
est lender needed to re-examine its business model in an ultra-low 
interest rate environment.

Deutsche has faced a crisis of confidence since the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice late last month demanded $14 billion in fines over 
its sales of faulty mortgage-backed securities in the run-up to the 
2007-2009 financial crisis.

The bank is fighting the fine but may have to turn to investors if 
more money if the penalty is imposed in full.

Schaeuble, asked directly whether the German government was 
prepared to bail out Deutsche, declined to comment, saying it was 
“the wrong question.”                                              (Source: Reuters)

Trafigura Group Ltd., the second-biggest metals trader, 
wants to increase business with post-sanctions Iran.

The Singapore-based trading house is seeking to hire 
a Persian-speaking executive for its refined metals divi-
sion to work with its traders to “identify, analyze, assess 
and propose business opportunities in the Persian Gulf, 
especially within the rapidly changing Iranian market,” 
according to a job posting on Trafigura’s website.

The candidate will be expected to “understand the 
opportunities arising from the liberalization of the Ira-
nian metals market,” Trafigura said in the ad. The job will 
“involve significant traveling to build relationships with 
key players in Iran,” it added.

Trafigura and other commodity traders including Rot-
terdam’s Vitol Group, the largest independent oil trader, 

have re-entered Iran after the U.S. and European Union 
lifted sanctions imposed over the country’s nuclear pro-
gram.

Trading houses largely stopped dealing in Iranian oil 
and refined products in 2012 and 2013 after a new round 
of sanctions. Glencore Plc and Trafigura supplied alumina 
to Iranian firms, according to a UN report in 2013.

Wood Mackenzie Ltd. expects Iran’s copper demand 
to grow by 3 percent to 4 percent a year in the short to 
medium term, the consulting firm said in a recent report.

A Trafigura spokeswoman in Geneva declined to com-
ment on the new job posting.

The candidate for the position, which is to be based 
in Geneva, will be tasked to “develop relationships with 
metals producers, processors, transporters across the 

Middle East and especially Iran,” Trafigura said.        
                   (Source: Bloomberg)

Trafigura aims to boost metals trading with post-sanctions Iran

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and his Vietnamese counterpart Tran Dai Quang met in Hanoi on Thursday. Trade 
between Iran and Vietnam hit $350 million last year. The two sides agreed to increase trade to $2 billion.



Iran, Belarus in talks on oil supplies: 
president

UK shocks all, allows fracking for 
the first time in 5 years
In a landmark decision, the UK De-
partment of Communities and Local 
Government upheld on Thursday an 
appeal by gas exploration company 
Cuadrilla Resources, allowing it to 
plan for exploratory horizontal frack-
ing at a site in Lancashire in north-
western England.

Cuadrilla had said in July of last 
year that it would appeal the Lan-
cashire County Council’s decision to 
refuse it planning permission to drill, 
hydraulically fracture, and test the 
flow of gas from up to four explora-
tion wells on each of two sites, Pres-
ton New Road and Roseacre Wood.

On Thursday, the department 
overturned the Lancashire County 

Council decision to refuse Cuadrilla 
applications for planning permission 
to frack at the Preston New Road site. 
The department also deferred a de-
cision on the Roseacre Wood site to 
give more time to the company to 
provide further analyses and to allow 
other parties to express their opinion.

In May of this year, councilors of 
the county of North Yorkshire ap-
proved industrial tests in a move that 
would allow fracking in the UK for the 
first time in five years.

In August, Prime Minister Theresa 
May announced a plan to pay more 
shale gas proceeds to residents than 
originally planned. 

(Source: oilprice.com)

Belarus is in talks with Iran on sup-
plies of oil, Belarusian President Al-
exander Lukashenko said Friday. “We 
have been in talks with Iran which is 
trying to expand its oil market and 
offers lower prices,” Lukashenko told 
Belarusian lawmakers. 

He added that the country’s refin-
eries should not face shortage of oil 
deliveries and should receive crude 
oil to the full extent. Belarus faces de-
cline in oil deliveries from Russia.

 Russian Energy Minister Alexander 
Novak said that the decrease in deliv-
eries was linked to Minsk’s gas debt 
and shortfall of petrochemicals’ deliv-
eries to Russia. Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Arkady Dvorkovich said that 

the level of deliveries could be re-
stored if Moscow and Minsk reached 
an agreement on the gas debt. 

Moscow and Minsk have been 
locked in talks over the price of Rus-
sian gas supplied to Belarusian con-
sumers. In July, Novak said that Bela-
rus owed $270 million in unpaid gas 
bills to Russia. Minsk has been refus-
ing to recognize the debt, saying that 
the price of $132.77 per 1,000 cubic 
meters of gas demanded by Moscow 
is unfair. Russia has stressed that pay-
ments must be made in line with the 
contract. At the same time, the Be-
larusian leader said that oil and gas 
issues should not be mixed.

(Source: Sputnik)
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Energy ministers from Iran, Saudi Arabia and Iraq will be 
among representatives of key OPEC producers meeting 
Russian officials for informal talks on oil output in Istan-
bul next week, OPEC sources and the Russian energy 
minister said on Thursday.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries last week agreed a deal to limit crude production 
and is looking to secure the cooperation of non-OPEC 
members such as Russia to help to support oil prices.

Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak said on 
Thursday that he planned to meet OPEC Secretary Gen-
eral Mohammed Barkindo in Istanbul, RIA news agency 
reported, adding that the minister said he planned to 
discuss OPEC’s output deal with ministers of other oil-
producing countries.

Other energy ministers who will be present in the 
Turkish city as it hosts the World Energy Congress in-
clude those of the United Arab Emirates, Algeria, Ven-
ezuela and Qatar, which holds the OPEC presidency.

No decision is expected to be taken in Istanbul, the 
sources said, but the meeting will be a chance for the 
officials to discuss the next step after last week’s Algiers 
meeting.

The agreement reached in Algiers is expected to be 
implemented this year and OPEC ministers will meet next 
in Vienna on Nov. 30 to set the group’s supply policy.

(Source: Reuters)

Iran, Russia and OPEC officials plan 
informal talks in Istanbul

Wintershall still working 
on Iran deal
German economy and energy minister Sigmar Gabriel’s visit 
to Iran earlier this week with over 160 business leaders has 
yielded few new trade deals. 

Wintershall upstream chief Martin Bachmann was among 
the delegation and took part in several meetings. The BASF-
owned upstream firm is evaluating whether to invest in Irani-
an fields, following a memo of understanding signed in April.

A Wintershall spokesperson told NGW October 5: “We are 
analyzing technical data on four onshore fields as part of an 
agreement with the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC).” 
The four fields were not named though and Bachmann’s visit 
to Iran this week has yet to lead to any breakthrough.

 “The terms of the government contract setting out the le-
gal and economic framework, including taxes and duties are 
not yet available,” the spokesperson for Wintershall added: 
“They will be key to any investment decision by Wintershall. 
Should Wintershall start building up operations, the compa-
ny would want to have a significant daily production.”

Deputy Chancellor Gabriel’s October 2-4 visit to Iran in-
cluded the fifth German-Iranian economic commission, its 
first session for 15 years. His ministry said this identified ma-
chine-tool and car making, along with the energy and pet-
rochemical sectors, as areas where Iran could benefit from 
Germany’s economic strengths. Few new deals were signed 
though, apart from Siemens picking up a new order this week 
to modernize Iran’s rail network and supply rolling stock, to 
add to a contract it signed seven months ago to deliver two 
F-class turbines to the Bandar Abbas power plant.

German business newspaper Handelsblatt reported that 
manufacturers in Europe are losing out to Asian and other 
rivals in trade with Iran, as continuing U.S. economic sanc-
tions hampered EU firms’ ability to finance deals. Deutsche 
Welle too reported that lack of financing by European banks 
has upset the potential for major trade deals between Iran 
and Germany. However German official statistics showed its 
exports to Iran grew by 15 percent year-on-year to €1.13 bil-
lion in the first half of this year.

(Source: naturalgasworld.com)
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Iran oilfield services market 
to see 13% growth
Lifting of sanctions, increasing foreign investments, and the 
growing oil & gas sector will propel the demand for oilfield ser-
vices market in Iran to grow at a compounded annual growth 
rate (CAGR) of 13 percent by 2021, a report said.

As of 2015, Iran had the highest success rate of natural gas 
exploration i.e. 79 percent in comparison to the global average 
of nearly 30-35 percent, explained the new report entitled “Iran 
Oilfield Services Market By Application, By Type, Competition 
Forecast and Opportunities, 2011-2021’’ from TechSci Research, 
a global management consulting firm.

Further, uplifting of sanctions and establishment of new cost-
effective transit routes is anticipated to revive oil & gas produc-
tion in the country. Few of the leading companies offering oil-
field services in Iran are National Iranian Drilling Company, Well 
Services of Iran (Schlumberger Methods), Mehran Engineering 
& Well Services and Petro Danial Kish Company, the report said.

Lifting of the sanctions, along with decline in crude oil prices 
is a major reason of pushing growth in oil & gas E&P activities 
in Iran. In addition, cheaper oil & gas exploration cost in Iran 
makes it a profitable venture for U.S. based international crude 
oil companies to explore oil in Iran, as the cost to produce a 
barrel of crude oil in Iran is around $12.90 compared to around 
$36.90 in the U.S.

However, in the face of challenges such as geo-political is-
sues and chances of imposition of sanctions again, conservative 
international companies would restrain from investing in Iran.

“With the uplifting of sanctions in the mid of January 2016, 
Iran is undergoing a major positive transformation, which is 
leading to developmental activities being undertaken in oil & 
gas sector,” said Laltu Sinha, manager Research with TechSci Re-
search.

“Presence of foreign players along with adoption of modern 
technology has resulted in a better investment opportunities. 
With increasing number of nations investing in E&P activities, the 
country’s oilfield services market is anticipated to grow during 
2016-2021. Moreover, the release of frozen capital from other 
nations will lead to rise and development of the economy of 
Iran; thereby, fuelling growth in the market for oilfield services 
in Iran,” he added.                                    (Source: Trade Arabia)

Oil curves move above $50 
as financial confidence in 
crude rises
U.S. oil futures held above $50 per barrel on Friday as the 
entire crude forward curve pushed above that level in a sign 
that financial markets have increasing confidence in the sec-
tor.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) futures settled at 
$50.44 per barrel on Thursday - the first settlement above 
$50 since June 24 - and were up six cents on Friday at $50.50 
per barrel at 0542 GMT.

Brent futures already moved over $50 at the start of this 
week, and were trading at $52.57 per barrel at 0542 GMT on 
Friday, also up six cents.

With both front-month contracts above $50 per barrel 
and each forward curve in contango, in which contracts for 
future delivery are more expensive than those for immediate 
sale, the entire crude futures complex has moved back over 
$50 per barrel. 

“There is still no end in sight for the current bullish run. 
Speculators have been buying every short-term dip, a strat-
egy that has evidently been working very well so far,” said 
Fawad Razaqzada, market analyst at futures brokerage Forex.
com.

(Source: Reuters)

Iran’s Bandar 
Abbas refinery 
gasoline unit 

pre-commissioned
TEHRAN — 
Bandar Abbas 

Refinery gasoline and con-
tinuous catalytic regeneration 
(CCR) units have been per-
commissioned to get ready for 
full operation, Shana quoted 
Managing Director of National 
Iranian Oil Products Refining 
and Distribution Company (NI-
OPRDC) Abbas Kazemi.

According to Kazemi, with 
the completion of the new 
unites, the Bandar Abbas Refin-
ery is expected to produce 3.5 
million barrels per day (ml/d) of 
additional gasoline and there-
fore, the refinery will have the 
capacity to produce 12 ml/d of 
gasoline.

The first year of Saudi Arabia’s drive to re-
duce its oil dependence may end with the 
opposite result.

A flurry of cost-cutting measures will 
likely push the non-oil economy into re-
cession, analysts say. That means that any 
overall growth in 2016 will be largely due to 
record crude output.

Efforts to manage the fallout from cheap 
oil gathered steam over the past two weeks. 
Policy makers have suspended bonuses and 
trimmed allowances for government em-
ployees. Ministers’ salaries were cut by 20 
percent. The central bank also said it’s inject-
ing about 20 billion riyals ($5.3 billion) into 
the banking system to ease a cash crunch.

Austerity will help Saudis reduce a 
budget deficit that reached 16 percent of 
gross domestic product last year. But it will 
also likely exacerbate the economic slow-
down as consumption falls. A Bloomberg 
survey shows overall growth at 1.1 percent 
this year, with Capital Economics and BNP 
Paribas both predicting the first contraction 
since 2009.

 Pessimism
The growing pessimism about Saudi 

Arabia’s short-term outlook highlights the 
challenge facing Deputy Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, the architect of 
economic policy, as he seeks to prepare 
the kingdom for the post-oil era without 
provoking a backlash from a population ac-
customed to state largesse.

Even before announcing his so-called 
Vision 2030 in April, the government had 
raised the prices of fuel and utilities. It’s also 
weighing plans to cancel more than $20 
billion of projects, people familiar with the 
matter have said. The International Mon-
etary Fund expects the budget shortfall to 
drop below 10 percent of GDP in 2017.

National Commercial Bank, the king-
dom’s biggest lender by assets, said in a 
report on Wednesday that third-quarter 
corporate earnings “are expected to be on 
the negative side.” “The weak outlook” has 
also deterred companies from going public.

 Contraction
The likely contraction in the non-oil 

GDP this year breaks a long streak during 
which its share of the overall economy in-
creased steadily to more than 55 percent 
in 2015, according to official data. Growth, 
however, was fueled by public spending 
that relied on revenue from hydrocarbon 
exports to invest in infrastructure projects 
and create government jobs for Saudi na-
tionals.

That made the spending cuts all the 
more painful. While non-oil GDP grew 0.4 
percent in the second quarter this year after 
contracting in the previous three months, 
private-sector activity was flat.

Prince Mohammed in April acknowl-
edged the short-term challenges to growth. 
“We don’t expect it in the early years be-
cause they are years of reform, but after 
the years of reform we will expect very high 
growth,” he said.

His plan targets increasing the number 
of nationals seeking private-sector jobs 
to 50 percent by 2020, compared with a 
“regional benchmark” of 40 percent. The 
kingdom also aims to sell stakes in several 

state-run entities.
 ‘Tough’

While structural reforms will have long-
term benefits, their impact in the near term 
will be “tough,” said Simon Williams, HSBC 
Holding Plc’s chief economist for central 
and Eastern Europe, the Middle East and 
North Africa.

The benchmark Tadawul All Share Index 
is down 18.5 percent this year, the third-
worst performer among more than 90 
global indexes tracked by Bloomberg. The 
MSCI Emerging Markets Index has climbed 
15.4 percent.

Mohamed Abu Basha, Cairo-based vice 
president of research at investment bank 
EFG Hermes, said he expects non-oil GDP 
to contract in the third quarter and “prob-
ably” in the last three months of the year. 

Higher oil prices would help, but “$50 
per barrel still isn’t enough,” said Williams 
of HSBC. “Earnings at that level don’t bring 
the economy back to life, they only slow the 
pace of deterioration.”

(Source: Bloomberg)

Saudi Arabia’s engine of future growth is running out of gas
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By Richard Roth

Why the vice presidential 
debate matters... both at 
home and overseas

Indiana Governor Mike Pence and Senator Tim Kaine, the 
running mates of Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton re-
spectively, met Tuesday for the sole U.S. vice presiden-

tial debate. The event—which Pence is widely considered 
to have edged—has been overshadowed by the Trump-
Clinton presidential debates, but the issue of who becomes 
vice president matters, potentially greatly, for U.S. domestic 
and foreign policy in coming years giving Tuesday night sig-
nificance.

In part, this is because of the increased status and re-
sourcing of the vice presidential office in recent decades. This 
has been epitomized in the last quarter of a century by the 
sizeable influence of the last three incumbents: Joe Biden, 
Dick Cheney, and Al Gore.

Indeed, Cheney, who was a predominant voice in many 
of Bush’s decisions, including the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 
2003, is widely viewed as the most powerful ever holder of 
his office. Meanwhile, Biden and Gore played a major role in 
U.S. domestic and foreign policy too.

Biden was, for instance, a key player encouraging Obama 
to seek last year’s nuclear deal with Iran, and is pushing hard 
for the pending Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal with Aus-
tralia and 10 other countries in Asia-Pacific and the Americas 
to be ratified by Congress. A good example of Gore’s influ-
ence in Bill Clinton’s administration was the driving force role 
he played in the international negotiations that led to the 
1997 Kyoto Protocol to help tackle climate change.

To be sure, part of the reason for the influence of all three 
vice presidents was the generally close relationships they en-
joyed in office with Barack Obama, George W. Bush and Bill 
Clinton respectively. However, the common structural factor 
is the increased status of the vice presidential office which, as 
well as being reflected in larger staff budgets, also includes 
greater proximity to the center of power through a West 
Wing office in the White House; weekly one-on-one meet-
ings with the president; and authority to attend all presiden-
tial meetings.

It is this model of the vice presidency that Kaine or Pence 
will come into, and it is therefore likely that the new incum-
bent will be a significant player in the new administration. On 
the foreign policy front, for instance, both candidates have 
the potential to ‘hit the ground running’ given their previous 
experience.

Pence, for instance, was vice chair of the House of Rep-
resentatives subcommittee on the Middle East. Meanwhile, 
Spanish-speaking Kaine could have a particularly influential 
role on international policy thinking if Hillary Clinton wins 
given his service on both the Senate Foreign Relations and 
Armed Services Committees.

There is, however, a potentially even bigger reason why 
the choice of vice president matters to both U.S. and interna-
tional audiences. That is, by historical standards, both Hillary 
Clinton and Donald Trump are relatively old as major party 
presidential nominees at 68 and 70 respectively.  Indeed, if 
Trump won, he would be the oldest person to win presidency, 
surpassing Ronald Reagan who was 69 when he emerged 
the victor in 1980.

This elevates the possibility that, especially if Trump or Clinton 
won a second term in 2020, Pence or Kaine might be required 
to assume the presidency upon the incumbent’s unanticipated 
death or incapacity. And it is for this reason that both Trump and 
Clinton have chosen younger running mates (Pence is 57 and 
Kaine is 58) with wide-ranging political experience.

 The top job
Both Trump and Clinton are aware that in the nuclear age 

the electoral stakes have grown of not selecting a deputy who 
is perceived to be capable of assuming the top job. This latter 
factor was a major feature of the 2008 election when Republican 
nominee John McCain, then aged 71, made the misjudgment of 
selecting Sarah Palin (then 44)—whose only major experience of 
office was less than two years as governor of Alaska. Rather than 
boosting McCain’s campaign, Palin was—ultimately—widely 
viewed at the time as too inexperienced to be able to potentially 
become a heartbeat away from the presidency.

History underlines the crucial role that vice presidents 
stepping up to the presidency have played and it is perhaps 
Harry Truman who best exemplifies this. Truman was vice 
president from just January to April 1945 before assuming 
the presidency after the death of Franklin Roosevelt.

Within weeks of assuming office, Truman had to make 
several hugely consequential and controversial decisions, 
including the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in August. He also attended in July and August that 
year the landmark Potsdam conference with the Soviet Union 
and the United Kingdom to decide how to administer the 
defeated Nazi Germany.

A third reason why the debate and the vice presidency 
matters is that it has become perhaps the single best tran-
sitional office to the presidency in recent decades, and it is 
more than possible that Kaine or Pence could run for the top 
job in the future themselves. Indeed, since 1960, four sitting 
vice presidents (Richard Nixon in 1960; Hubert Humphrey in 
1968; Walter Mondale in 1984; and Gore in 2000) won their 
respective party’s presidential nomination, but then lost the 
general election, while two vice presidents have been elected 
president (Nixon in 1968 and George H.W. Bush in 1988).

One reason vice presidents have, in the post-war period, 
enjoyed particular success in securing their party’s presiden-
tial nomination relates to the 22nd Amendment in 1951. This 
constitutional amendment restricted presidents from serving 
more than two terms. Importantly, for vice presidents, this al-
lowed for the possibility of organizing a campaign in the sit-
ting president’s second term of office without charges, from 
inside or outside his party, of disloyalty.

Taken overall, Tuesday's vice presidential debate mattered, 
in part, because it gave a showcase on the people who could 
become the next but one president. Moreover, even if Pence 
or Kaine never assume the top job, they both have the po-
tential to play very influential roles in the next few years as 
vice president on both the domestic and foreign policy fronts.

(Source: Newsweek)

It seemed like a mirage at first. I was 
standing outside the UN Security 
Council chamber Wednesday morn-

ing. Media and diplomats stood around 
awaiting the results of the latest “straw 
poll” inside the Security Council on the 10 
candidates still running to be the next UN 
secretary-general. 

After years of deadlock and division 
on seemingly everything among the ma-
jor members of the Security Council, what 
did I see? 

Russia’s UN Ambassador Vitaly Chur-
kin, the president of the Security Council 
for October, suddenly walked out of the 
chamber, smiling, with U.S. Ambassador 
Samantha Power right behind him, along 
with the 13 other ambassadors in a diplo-
matic conga line.

Just a few weeks ago in exactly the 
same spot, the U.S. and Russian ambas-
sadors hurled invectives at each other in 
a verbal shootout over Syria. 

Few thought that a split Security Coun-
cil would be able come together on a 
candidate. Wednesday was the first time 
that the five permanent council countries 
could formally use their vetoes against a 
candidate. It was possible that longstand-
ing disputes could spill into the selection 
process. 

Instead, they came together for for-
mer Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio 
Guterres. In a flash, months of hype and 
holler about electing a woman as the sec-
retary-general for the first time ever and 
choosing a candidate from the unofficial 
“next up” region of Eastern Europe, were 

dashed.
The announcement of Guterres by 

Ambassador Churkin elicited yells of 

“whoa!” from nearby media and dip-
lomats. It shouldn’t have been a shock 
though; Guterres had led the previous 

five rounds of secret balloting. 
  What happened behind closed 

doors? 
Ambassador Churkin led the meet-

ings in the council’s consultation room. 
On Monday, Churkin told reporters that 
he detected a “fatigue” among coun-
cil members who wished to resolve the 
question of who should be the next sec-
retary-general sooner rather than later. 
The council hires the secretary-general 
and gives him or her marching orders, 
such as where and how it wants to set up 
a UN peacekeeping mission, or an inquiry 
into abuses somewhere.

Entering the chamber for the vote on 
Wednesday, U.S. Ambassador Power said 
“this is either the beginning of the end 
or the end of the beginning.” Years and 
months of lobbying and informal votes 
could have resulted in major divisions in 
the final stages of choosing the next top 
UN diplomat, emblematic of the break-
down among large powers on issues 
ranging from Syria to North Korea.

You get the sense these veteran diplomats 
have worked with Guterres. They know his 
style and his ability to be honest and forge 
agreements between parties at odds.

Russia’s ambassador told reporters 
people knew that Russia was in a tough 
spot. It favored a candidate from Eastern 
Europe, but apparently wasn’t overjoyed 
at the dozen or so candidates from that 
region and elsewhere.

Rycroft said there are only 49 words 
in the resolution approving the next UN 
secretary-general. But the “two most im-
portant are Antonio Guterres.”

(Source: CNN)

Wednesday was the first time that the five 
permanent council countries could formally 
use their vetoes against a candidate. It was 

possible that longstanding disputes could spill 
into the selection process.

What challenges await Antonio 
Guterres, the new UN secretary-general

Osama bin Laden, the fiercest opponent of the 
Saudi regime and of America’s presence in the 
Persian Gulf, has warned Britain that it must 

withdraw its servicemen from Saudi Arabia if it wishes 
to avoid the fate of the 19 Americans killed by a truck 
bomb in the Kingdom last month. In an interview with 
The Independent in a remote mountainous area of Af-
ghanistan’s Nangarhar province – to which he has re-
turned from Sudan with hundreds of his Arab fighters 
– the 40-year-old Saudi dissident declared that killing the 
Americans marked “the beginning of war between Mus-
lims and the United States”.

Although taking no personal responsibility for the 
bombings, which have sent tremors through the vulner-
able, oil-rich states of the Arabian Peninsula, Bin Lad-
en insisted that the killing of the Americans in Khobar 
(Dhahran) just over two weeks ago demonstrated the 
depth of hatred for Americans in Saudi Arabia. “Not 
long ago, I gave advice to the Americans to withdraw 
their troops from Saudi Arabia,” he said. “Now let us give 
some advice to the governments of Britain and France 
to take their troops out – because what happened in 
Riyadh and Khobar showed that the people who did this 
have a deep understanding in choosing their targets. 
They hit their main enemy, which is the Americans. They 
killed no secondary enemies, nor their brothers in the 
army or the police of Saudi Arabia… I give this advice to 
the government of Britain.”

Bin Laden, most of whose immensely wealthy family 
have remained loyal to King Fahd, has been accused by 
Western and Arab governments of being “the financier 
of an terrorist international army”, training fighters to 
oppose the governments of Algeria and Egypt as well 
as Saudi Arabia. And in his long and somber interview, 
he expressed his contempt for the Saudi monarchy and 
its failure to abide by Islamic sharia law, adding that the 
“evils” of the Middle East stemmed from America’s at-
tempt to take over the region and from its support for 
Israel. My journey to him took me across miles of dev-
astated villages and fields in the rocky mountainsides of 
the country where he once fought Soviet invaders, and it 

culminated in a remote village where dozens of his fight-
ers, dressed in Afghan clothes, stood guard as he spoke.

In Saudi robes – and sitting next to his two teenage 
sons, Omar and Saad – Bin Laden revealed that he had 
arrived here from Sudan on 18 May with his fighters, 
after the Saudis and Americans had put pressure on the 
Khartoum military government to expel him. He claimed 
that he would carry on a campaign from Afghanistan 
to set up a “true” Islamic state under sharia law in Saudi 
Arabia which, he said, had been turned into “an Ameri-
can colony”.

 War on the West
When I asked if he was declaring war on the West, he 

replied: “It is not a declaration of war – it’s a real descrip-
tion of the situation. This doesn’t mean declaring war 
against the West and Western people – but against the 
American regime which is against every Muslim.”

As he spoke, armed Egyptians, Saudis, Algerians and 
Afghans patrolled the night-time fields around us, their 
presence revealed by a single hissing gas lamp. At one 
point, Bin Laden broke off our conversation to pray, 
alongside his Arabs, on straw matting laid out in the 

field. Every few minutes, gunfire could be heard from 
the mountains to the east. “The explosion in Khobar,” he 
said, “did not come as a direct reaction to the American 
occupation but as a result of American behavior against 
Muslims, its support of Jews in Palestine sic and the mas-
sacre of Muslims in Palestine and Lebanon – of Sabra 
and Chatila and Qana – and of the Sharm el-Sheikh anti-
terrorist conference.”

Bin Laden’s arrival back in Afghanistan after five-
and-a-half years in Sudan marks a new stage in the 
campaign of the Organization of Advice and Reform.

He accused the Saudi royal family of promising sha-
ria laws while allowing the United States “to westernize 
Saudi Arabia and drain the economy”. He blamed the 
Saudi regime for spending $25bn in support of Saddam 
Hussein in the Iran-Iraq war and a further $60bnte in 
support of the Western armies in the war against Iraq in 
1991, “buying military equipment which is not needed or 
useful for the country, buying airplanes by credit” – while 
at the same time creating unemployment, high taxes 
and a bankrupt economy.

“The safest place in the world for me is Afghanistan,” 
he said.

When I suggested to Bin Laden that Afghanistan was 
the only place – rather than the safest – in which he 
could campaign against the Saudi government, he and 
some of the Arab fighters around him burst into laugh-
ter. “There are other places,” he replied.

Did he mean Tajikistan, I asked? Or Uzbekistan? 
Or Kazakhstan? “There are several places where we 
have friends and close brothers – we can find ref-
uge and safety in them.” When I said that he was 
already a hunted man, he dismissed my comment 
with contempt. “Danger is a part of our life – do you 
not realize that we spent 10 years fighting against 
the Russians and the KGB? … When we were fight-
ing the Russians here in Afghanistan, 10,000 Saudis 
came here to fight over a period of 10 years.”

Osama Bin Laden clearly believes he now repre-
sents the most formidable enemy of the Saudi regime 
and of the American presence in the Persian Gulf. Both 
are probably right to regard him as such.

(Source: Independent)

Face to face with Bin Laden
Speaking exclusively – and chillingly – to Robert Fisk, the ‘rebel leader’ openly plotted terror against the West

The “evils” of the Middle East 
stemmed from America’s 
attempt to take over the 

region and from its support 
for Israel.

Antonio Guterres

In the past few days a number of 
politicians and former generals have 
criticized the so-called hounding of 

British soldiers by what they claim are 
just money-grabbing lawyers launching 
ill-founded cases into alleged wartime 
abuse. Criticizing the work of the Iraq His-
toric Allegations Team (IHAT), Tim Collins, 
the retired colonel who led British troops 
in Iraq, said the allegations were being 
made by “parasitic lawyers”. Theresa May 
has said she wants to end the “industry” 
of vexatious claims. And Tony Blair, who 
launched the military action in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, said: “I am very sorry that 
our soldiers and their families have been 
put through this ordeal.”

This is an orchestrated narrative: cases 
are carefully selected and dropped into 

the public domain, and the press and 
public lap them up. The reality, of course, 
is somewhat different.

First, the idea that the claims are large-
ly spurious is nonsense. The Ministry of 
Defense has already paid out £20m in 
compensation to victims of abuse in Iraq. 
This is for a total of 326 cases, which by 
anyone’s reckoning is a lot of money and 
a shocking amount of abuse. Anyone 
who has been involved in litigation with 
the MoD knows that it will pay up only 
if a case is overwhelming or the ministry 
wants to cover something up.

 Prisoner abuse
Second, allegations have been made 

about abuse of prisoners and civilians 
from the outset of the Iraq war in 2003. 
Three colonels in the divisional head-
quarters complained about mistreatment 
of prisoners within the first four weeks. In 
two public inquiries (into the deaths of 
Baha Mousa and Hamid al-Sweady), it 
was revealed that the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) – the most 
respected body in the world in matters 
of international humanitarian law – had 
complained about prisoner abuse.

Third, the complaints before the Ihat 
are not just from lawyers. They are also 
from serving and former members of the 
armed forces with no financial interest 
in the outcome, concerned merely that 
the government abide by the rule of law. 
These cases are sub judice but they are 
likely to be the tip of the iceberg. Some 
witnesses are too frightened to speak. 
I spoke to a former chaplain about five 
months ago. He too had come across 
soldiers beating up Iraqis, and simply told 
them to stop. He didn’t report it.

Baha Mousa was beaten to death in 
a unit interrogation facility, with no few-
er than 93 sites of injury over his body. 
Fifteen-year-old Kareem Ali drowned in 
front of British soldiers who had forced 
him into a canal, then stood back and did 
nothing. 
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The truth about British army abuses in Iraq must come out

Trooper Ben Griffin is currently under an 
injunction from the high court (obtained by 
the MoD) for threatening to speak out about 

prisoner abuse in Iraq and Afghanistan.

By Robert Fisk

By Andrew Hammond
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No president, refugee crisis two woes of Lebanon
With the current situation in 

volatile region of the Middle 
East, we had the opportuni-

ty to sit in a roundtable with two Polish 
professors of political sciences whose 
area of expertise is the Middle East 
and political situation of the region. 
The complete text of this roundtable 
with Prof. Rafal Ozarowskiand Wojciech 
Grabowski from Institute of Political 
Sciences of Division of Non-European 
Country Studies will be published in this 
issue and next couple of days.

As they two experts have had a 
considerable focus on Lebanon, the 
conversation begins with vacancy of 
presidential position in the country and 
goes to Syria, Iran, Saudi Arabia and 
the whole region. 

 Shall we start with Lebanon? 
It has always been a question to 
me why in at least about a decade 
there have always had problems 
with choosing a president in Leba-
non? Why does it happen?

Ozarowski: Because of the Lebanese 
political system, its specific political con-
struction, I mean president is chosen 
by the parliament (Majlis), and if there 
are some crisis they can block choos-
ing the president in parliament and at 
this moment they are doing so. Since 
many months there is a problem with 
choosing president so there is a vacan-
cy at the post of president in Lebanon 
and somehow it makes instable political 
situation at this moment because the 
prime minister is a temporary president 
at this moment just they choose the 
president officially and I think it is also 
related to tensions inside the Lebanese 
society which are the result of the Syrian 
war and crisis of refugees in their own 
country because as you know almost 
two million refugees are present at this 
moment in the Lebanese soil and the 
population of Lebanon is around 4.7 
million; so it means they have more than 
25 percentage of its own population 
extra so actually they can’t do with that, 
they can’t find proper solution how to 
solve the refugee crisis inside country 

and I think that the Lebanon is on the 
brink of a humanitarian crisis or even 
now they are in the humanitarian crisis 
because the refugees need some basic 
existential goods like drinkable water, 
food, accommodation and so on and it 
causes also a lot of tensions inside the 
society; rates of unemployment in Leb-
anon is definitely increasing because 
every owner of the factory or company 
can employ Lebanese refugee who can 
work for just half salary which can get a 
Syrian citizen, so it makes some political 
and social tensions and also we can say 
that the problem of election of pres-
ident is the result that these sectarian 
groups in the crisis are trying to realize 
their own interests because they don’t 
trust the system.

 Making it a little broader, 
Lebanon is a place that many other 
countries are somehow involved 
in one way or the other; be it Iran 
or the United States or other Arab 
countries in the region or even Is-
raeli regime, in that sense, I mean 
considering the other countries, 
how does this vacancy in the pres-
idential post serve or work against 
the benefits of any of these coun-
tries which have more role and in-
fluence in Lebanon? And in what 
ways?

Ozarowski: I think Lebanon, since 
the 70s, is kind of territory which is 
very vulnerable to the foreign interfer-

ences, so if we just look at the current 
situation of the state we can notice that 
a lot of states want to have partial or 
total influence in this country, among 
them is of course U.S., France, because 
of the historical reasons, in the past it 
was Syria specially but now this case 
is out of question and Saudi Arabia 
because of the support given to Hari-
ri family and because Rafiq Hariri was 
also a Saudi citizen and his son who 
is now a political leader, Sa’ad Hariri 
in Lebanon, he has got also a Saudi 
citizenship and Iran because of links 
with Shia Hezbollah and Shia society 
in Lebanon and I think that from this 
point of view for some states it would 
be advantageous not to have the Leb-
anon stable with president having its 
own power at its own hands; it is dif-
ficult to estimate because there are a 
lot of factors at this moment specially 
the Syrian war affects the Lebanon to 
great extent and I think that in this case 
I would say that Lebanon is one of the 
biggest victims of Syrian conflict as a 
neighboring state because of course 

there are a lot of refugees in Turkey, but 
Turkey is a big country, there are almost 
80 million people, they can cope with 
that, they can manage and find some 
solution for the situation, they can ne-
gotiate this with European Union, the 
issue of Syrian refugees, Lebanon can-
not do this; Lebanon, I think, must face 
this problem on its own, so it is really 
devastating for this country in many di-
mensions at level of politics and social 
issues.

 So you say it is not easy to say 
who is benefitting because it was 
a few days ago that Arab League 
accused Iran of intervention…

Ozarowski: I think that it is not pos-
sible to evaluate the situation precisely 
who is being beneficiary that there is no 
president in Lebanon at this moment; 
it’s just a kind of rather let’s say a block, 
another block in political tensions inside 
Lebanon; but I think all of the states can 
be beneficiary as much as they can in 
Lebanon; but we need to take into con-
sideration the situation in Syria at this 
moment specially; that’s why there is no 
some kind of reasonable explanation 
according to me, because the crucial 
issue is this war in Syria and then Leb-
anon, which is a kind of state which is 
permanently affected by the situation in 
Syria so first of all we need to concen-
trate on Syria to see and describe the 
general situation and try to understand 
the visions and the politics which is in-
side this country regarding also partici-
pation of foreign countries and then we 
need to proceed to analyze the Leba-
nese situation.

 As you mentioned, one of the 
main factors in Lebanon is Syria, 
and I think that Syria is actually 
one of, if not the only, top factor in 
the region. The Middle East future 

can be found in Syria, would you 
share my view in that the Syrian 
situation reflects the general fu-
ture of the whole region? How is 
it going to effect the events in ME?

Ozarowski: I think it is a basic ques-
tion which considers the future of the 
ME. Because, if you want to describe 
the situation, in general, we must bring 
the focus into the Syrian war, the whole 
political situation has been created by 
itself and by external powers. Before 
2003, we have a sort of stability in Iraq, 
which is now missing. However, first, 
Iraq pretends to be a normal state, 
while it is not, and the second state is 
Syria, which is by no means a state and 
there is a total war in Syria. In the past, 
the latter played very specific and im-
portant role in the ME, just Iraq did. At 
this moment, if we have no Syrian state, 
the least issues which once were solved 
by support from Syria, or where Syria 
was needed like the Lebanese and Pal-
estinian issues, not it is completely out 
of question. It means that for example, 
if we can make some sort of vision, Syr-
ia will not be a state like it was anymore, 
and can be divided into smaller states, 
there is some sort of possibility that Syr-
ia would be a federal state, and almost 
a confederation. I think any of solutions 
good for the ME should be partial solu-
tions, which can still face problems with 
smaller states divided and unstable, 
and definitely, there is no possibility for 

me, to make some clear vision for Syr-
ia in the future, a positive vision at this 
moment.  

I’ll give you just simple example of 
the Kurds in the north; they just de-
clared the autonomy of the region 
to fight ISIS [Islamic State], to which 
we have seen Turkish reaction. They 
normally disagree with any condition 
in Syria and generally, Turkey would 
disagree with any development in the 
north, because of their own problems, 
the internal politics. However, I think, 
the crucial thing here is cooperation of 
external players, just one we saw few 
weeks ago where Russians and Amer-
icans forged a cessation of hostilities, 
and Assad and opposition agreed 
under foreign powers’ umbrella. The 
most negative factor is that there is 
no positive solution in the horizon 
for Syrian crisis. There are howev-
er some promises that one can take 
up as some sort of opportunity for 
a solution, which will be among the 
three possibilities of federalism, disin-
tegration, and a confederation. None 
of these three are positive actually for 
Syrian situation and for the ME. Some-
how, in the future, the ME is a region 
facing a week Syrian state. It is not Iraq, 
but there is some similarities. This is 
the main answer for Syria, the external 
powers, and the possibility of the solu-
tions, ISIL likes this situation.

Part 1

By Hamidreza Gholamzadeh

Lebanon, since the 70s, is kind of territory 
which is very vulnerable toward foreign 
interferences, so if we just look at the 

current situation of the state we can notice 
that a lot of states want to have partial or 

total influence on this country.
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Ask Us Your Required Short 
Term / Long Term Furnished 
&Unfurnished Apartments.

آپارتمان هاى كوتاه مدت و بلند مدت مبله 
و غير مبله مورد نياز خود را از ما بخواهيد.

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 

nice view, 2700 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
First Fl., 180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 

luxury furn, nice lobby, 
SPJ & roof garden,  

International Bldg., $3500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Velenjak
180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 

nice view, 2600 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Zaferanieh
120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, mountain view, 

furn, SPJ, Pkg, garden, 
International Bldg., $2300

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, 

nice balcony, 2000 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Aqdasieh
700 sq.m built up, 5 bdrs, pool, 

renovated, garden, Pkg,  
Suitable for Embassy & Ambassador, 

$11000  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Elahieh
500 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.m 

land, 5 bdrs, unfurn, outdoor pool, 
nice garden, $8000

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
800 sq.m built up, 4 bdrs, 

pool, garden,  Pkg, renovated,
Suitable for Residency & Embassy, 

$15000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Velenjak
800 sq.m built up in 1300 sq.m 
land, furn, large living room, 

nice garden, 9000 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bldg. in Zafranieh
3 levels, each level 400 sq.m, 

totally 14 rooms, 2 entrances, pool, 
garden, renovated, $18000 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Bldg. in Zaferanieh
700 sq., land in 1000 sq.m built 

up, 2 units, totally 12 rooms, 
15 Pkg spaces, completely 

renovated, $12000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bldg. in Niavaran
8 apts, 4800 sq.m built up, 

6500 sq.m land, lobby, garden, 
3 level Pkg, SPJ, 

Suitable for Embassy & Residency
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Bldg. in Jordan
All brand new, 1000 sq.m built up, 

5 units, totally 20 rooms,
Pkg lot, 12000 USD

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Jordan
2nd Fl., 150 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 
fully furn, Pkg, lobby, 

Good access to highway, 1800 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
4th Fl., 125 sq.m, 2 bdrs,

semi furn, Good access for
gust house, 1600 USD

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Farmanieh
160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 

balcony, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Jordan
90 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, Pkg, 

Diplomatic Bldg., $1500 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

محموديه
340 متر، 3 خواب + سوئيت مجزا، 

در مجموعه ايى خاص و بى نظير، فول امكانات، 
نوساز، %100 فروشنده

نادرنيا: 09128440152 

زعفرانيه (برج)
طبقات بالا، 103 متر، 2 خواب،  
دسترسى عالى، با قابليت باسازى

فربد: 09128484216

محموديه
340 متر، 3 خواب، سوئيت مجزا، 

در مجموعه اى خاص و بى نظير
نادرنيا: 09128440152

فرشته
( سوپر لوكس)

280 متر، 4 خواب، متريال اروپا، 
تاپ ترين فرعى، جهت مشكل پسندان

فربد: 09128484216

ولنجك (برج باغ) 
300 متر، 3 خواب، ويو عالى،

 فول امكانات، نوساز
نادرنيا: 09128440152

Administrative license Office in Jordan

1000 sq.m built up, open space, Pkg lot, 

$50 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Luxury Office in Vanak

Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg, 

Suitable for Foreign Companies 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office in Jordan

All brand new, 600 sq.m built up, Pkg 

lots, $45 per Sq.m 

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Vozara

2-Storey, each floor 500 sq.m,

flat, 15 Pkgs, renovated,

Price: $40 per each Sq.m

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Jordan

Between 100 Sq.m up to 1000 Sq.m, 

good price, 

Suitable for Foreign Company

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Elahieh

5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m, 

totally 40 rooms, large Pkg lots,

$40 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Administrative license Office in Jordan

 Brand new, 3000 sq.m built up, 

5 units, Pkg lot

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Vali-Asr 

110 sq.m, 3 rooms, furn & unfurn, 

almost new, Pkg lots, 

Price: $40 per sq.m

Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beau�ful old trees and lush courtyard, 

swimming pool, gym and tennis court 
Mede Shah  09372748090  -  021-22051919  - Mede78@yahoo.com 

Fereshteh Bagh [Garden] Tower
350 sq.m, 4 bedrooms, super luxury, 10 sq.m balcony, fully 

furnished, chic and very beau�ful  Babak (0912-6507011)
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Iran’s Leading International Daily

Advertising Dept
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People have been talking about the 
internet crashing for as long as 
there has been an internet. The use 

of the 1980s graphic format "GIF" for the 
common phrase used to describe "Death 
of the internet: GIF at 11" tells you that. 
We've always been scared of it, but today 
it's a real possibility.

In fact, I'm certain we'll see such an at-
tack. If I were a betting man, I'd say we'll 
see it sometime around November 8th: 
The US elections date.

An attack then would make a huge 
impression. And, as noted security ex-
pert Bruce Schneier pointed out recently, 
"over the past year or two, someone has 
been probing the defenses of the compa-
nies that run critical pieces of the internet. 
These probes take the form of precisely 
calibrated attacks designed to determine 
exactly how well these companies can 
defend themselves, and what would be 
required to take them down. We don't 
know who is doing this, but it feels like a 
large nation state. China or Russia would 
be my first guesses."

The US is already investigating Russian 
cyberattacks designed to influence the 
2016 election. Why not a massive attack 
on the US's internet infrastructure just in 
time for the election?

Schneier continued that major inter-
net companies are telling him they're 
seeing an increase in [Distributed Denial 
of Service] DDoS attacks against them. 
"Moreover, they have seen a certain pro-
file of attacks. These attacks are signifi-
cantly larger than the ones they're used 
to seeing. They last longer. They're more 
sophisticated. And they look like prob-
ing. One week, the attack would start 
at a particular level of attack and slowly 
ramp up before stopping. The next week, 
it would start at that higher point and 
continue. And so on, along those lines, as 
if the attacker were looking for the exact 
point of failure." 

That's not just what he'd been told. In-
ternet security firm Verisign is reporting 
DDoS activity is the highest it's ever seen. 

It's only gotten worse.
In late September, prominent secu-

rity expert Brian Krebs had his security 
blog, Krebs on Security, blown off the 
Internet by a DDoS attack that came to 
a mind-boggling 665Gbps. Akamai, the 
content delivery network (CDN), counts 
attacks of over 100Gbps as being "Mega 
attacks." This attack, on a single individu-
al's website, was six times that size.

Akamai and its DDoS prevention 
division Prolexic was forced to give up 
trying to handle the attack on Krebs. 
They couldn't afford to keep trying to 
keep his site up against a perfect storm 
of SYN Floods, GET Floods, ACK Floods, 
POST Floods, and GRE Protocol Floods 
bogus email subscriptions and gar-
bage Skype requests. Today, Krebs on 
Security is back up on Alphabet's Pro-
ject Shield, Google's experimental an-
ti-DDoS service. 

Attacks over 100Gbps are becoming 
commonplace. Massive DDoS attacks can 
now be done by any script kiddie. 

Here's the worst news. Truly massive 
attacks are easier than ever to make.

It doesn't take a nation to blow away a 
site. Roland Dobbins, an Arbor Networks 
principal engineer, told Krebs, "When it 
comes to DDoS attacks, nation-states are 
just another player. Today's reality is that 
DDoS attacks have become the Great 
Equalizer between private actors & na-

tion-states."
How? With the Internet of Things (IoT). 
Krebs sourly noted it didn't require 

a James Bond villain. "This attack was 
launched with the help of a botnet that 
has enslaved a large number of hacked 
so-called IoT devices -- mainly routers, 
IP cameras, and digital video recorders 
(DVRs) that are exposed to the internet 
and protected with weak or hard-coded 
passwords."

The botnet code used to make the at-
tack, Mira, has been dumped on the web. 
That was a few days ago. In a few weeks, 
script kiddies can start making 500Gbps+ 
attacks.

Wonderful.
So, what can you do about it? Not 

much in the short-run. In the long run, 
programmer Stephen Satchell suggests 
that the US Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) require IoT vendors 
for everything from washers to routers 
to secure their devices after any use in a 
DDoS attack. It's his hope that by making 
manufacturers legally responsible for the 
damage caused by their devices, they'll 
finally take security seriously.

I like the idea, but I'm not holding my 
breath. Security takes expertise and mon-
ey. 

Another idea, which could be im-

plemented more quickly, is for internet 
service providers (ISPs) and router and 
switch vendors to finally implement Net-
work Ingress Filtering, better known as 
BCP-38. 

BCP-38 was proposed in 2000 when 
DDoS attacks were first becoming a se-
rious problem. It works by filtering out 
bogus internet addresses. Another inter-
net proposal, Ingress Filtering for Multi-
homed Networks, BCP-84, helps to make 
it possible to use.

They're not perfect, but they would go 
a long way to reducing DDoS attacks to 
manageable sizes. 

So why wasn't it implemented a 
decade ago? Andrew McConachie, an 
ICANN technical and policy specialist, 
explained in an article that ISPs are too 
cheap to pay the small costs required to 
implement BCP-38.

Their logic is, McConachie explained, 
"It costs money to install filters, albeit 
a very small amount, but it is not free. 
Nor is the labor capable of installing 
those filters cheap. Therefore it makes 
economic sense for this network op-
erator to not install filters. No one is 
DDOSing their network, that's someone 
else's problem."

It's not. It hasn't been someone else's 
problem for years now. And now it's on 
the brink of becoming everyone's prob-
lem in the worst possible way. Besides, 
it doesn't cost that much. McConachie 
said "any carrier grade [Border Gateway 
Protocol] BGP router can support many 
more Access Control Lists (ACLs) than are 
actually needed to support implementa-
tion of BCP 38".

Are you an internet engineer or do 
you want to help solve the problem 
rather than explain to your customers 
why their internet went dead in the wa-
ter? Check into the Routing Resilience 
Manifesto, consider joining the IETF SAVI 
working group, or visit the Anti-Spoofing 
start page.

The tools are out there to save the in-
ternet. We must use them before it's too 
late. 

This isn't paranoid fantasy. This is our 
future unless we act now.

(Source: zdnet)

Death of the internet: GIF at 1110 hot titles of IT world

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed by 
savvy tech users:

LG is working on foldable, transparent and 
touch-sensitive panel.

New product will come 2017.
Samsung will be new owner of Viv Labs, a startup 
launched by Siri creators. Dag Kittlaus, CEO of Viv 

Labs confirmed they will be independent as subsidiary of the 
South Korean tech giant.

Pebble unveiled new smartwatches:  The Pebble 2 
and the Pebble 2 SE.

The Pebble 2 is priced at $129.99 includes a heart rate 
monitor and the Pebble 2 SE at $99.99.

The Pebble 2 is water resistant up to 30m so you can go 
swimming with it.

Instagram Stories launched just 2 months ago and 
for now has 100 million active daily users. Insta-

gram itself has around 500 million active monthly users.
To put things into perspective, Snapchat was reported to 

have 150 million active users.
HTC published its September revenue report due 
to making the Pixel smartphones. The Taiwanese 

company reported NT$ 9,332 billion, the highest number 
posted by the company for this year. 

Facebook`s free internet coming to US. The Wash-
ington post reports Zuckerberg talking to U.S Gov-

ernment to bring its Free Basics app in America.
The Free Basics will target low-income and rural Ameri-

cans who cannot afford high-speed Internet at home or on 
smartphones.

Japanese media reports that Chinese PC giant Le-
novo is in talks with Fujitsu to buy its PC business. 

Fujitsu was one of the top 5 PC makers globally but today 
it's a loss-making enterprise that's seen its market eroded by 
smartphones and tablets.

The Beijing firm is promising to maintain existing facto-
ries and jobs, which will see around 2,000 people making the 
move to the Chinese company.

Snapchat could begin selling shares from March 
2017 for an initial public offering that could place 

the minimum value of the company at a whopping $25 bil-
lion.

More than half a year after Oculus launched the 
consumer version of the Oculus Rift VR headset, 

the company is set to make the platform more complete this 
December 6. That's when the Oculus Touch controllers will 
launch for $199. 

New Amazon's streaming music service will go toe-
to-toe against streaming music giants Apple Music 

and Spotify. 
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OnHub routers will 
work with the new 

Google Wifi
At its grand event yesterday Google unveiled 
its first own-brand Wi-Fi router, imaginatively 
named Google Wifi. But Google's dabbled in the 
router space before, having created two OnHub 
units - one in partnership with TP-Link, the other 
with Asus.

Interestingly, these have been more expensive 
than the Google Wifi is going to be, so under-
standably many OnHub owners have been won-
dering whether Google will leave them out in the 
cold from this point on, only focusing on the new 
shiny Wifi router.

The answer, thankfully, is no. Furthermore, 
if you have an OnHub you can buy a Wifi and 
use it to extend the OnHub's range - just as you 
would if you purchased multiple Wifi units and 
scattered them throughout your household. The 
Google Wifi will be controlled and set up using 
the same app as the OnHubs, and it looks like 
the old partner-built routers will be good friends 
with the new Google-only Wifi.

If you have an OnHub, Google plans on 
sending you an email "later this year an-
nouncing when your OnHub will be ready for 
Google Wifi". (source: androidauthority)

New Google maps 
updates for IOS

Google has pushed out a new update to 
its Maps app on iOS, bumping it to version 
4.23.0. The update brings along several 
changes, including the ability to upload pho-
tos alongside reviews.

With the update, you can now upload photos 
along with their reviews of places. The update 
app will also display even more detailed descrip-
tions of places including features, atmosphere, 
and amenities.

The update also brings along "iOS 10 sup-
port, including redesigned widgets for Nearby 
Transit and Travel Times," the official change-
log says. And finally, there are some usual bug 
fixes as well. (Source: 9 to 5 Mac?)

www.khaghan.com
 Khaghan Restaurant

Add.: Dooma Crossroad, 
Golestan Blvd., Africa Ave.
Reservation 
Tel: 26215990 & 22050119

Suitable for Embassies 
& Foreign Companies 
Outdoor Space, Intl. Cuisine, 
Located in a Calm 
and Cozy Environment, Enough 
Parking Lot

By Steven J. Vaughan-Nichols

Seven reasons the 
Samsung Galaxy Note 7 
beats the Google Pixel for 
the enterprise
Google revealed all the details on the Pixel smartphones. The 
comparable 128GB Pixel XL is priced higher than the Sam-
sung Galaxy Note 7, but the Note 7 remains the best Android 
enterprise smartphone.

The Samsung Galaxy Note 7, see my full review, is a fan-
tastic smartphone and so far I am enjoying my replacement 

coral blue phone. I drafted 
this article before Jason's latest 
post describing how a replace-
ment Note 7 caught fire so this 
may be one of my last Note 7 
articles for a while as I temper 
my enthusiasm until we hear 
from Samsung on this latest 
development.

So assuming the Note 7 
battery issue has indeed been 
resolved, here are my reasons 
that the Note 7 is better for 
the enterprise than the Google 
Pixel:

    Water resistance: With the Apple iPhone 7 Plus, Sam-
sung Galaxy S7 and Note 7, and Moto devices all offering 
some form of water resistance, I will no longer purchase a 
phone without it. I use my phone outside and in the field 
enough where I want the peace of mind that it will not fail 
and it doesn't appear to add much cost to phones so there's 
no excuse that a 2016 phone doesn't have it.

    S Pen: Samsung continues to enhance the functionality 
of the S Pen and I've used it more on the Note 7 than with 
any previous Note. It lets me quickly add handwritten notes, 
function as a mouse on my phone, and offer useful functions 
such as translation and magnification.

    microSD expansion card: Google does provide up 
to 128GB of internal storage, which is a plenty for most 
applications. However, it is still very convenient to swap 
microSD cards in and out of the Note 7. You can have stor-
age cards for different jobs and keep files isolated quickly 
and easily.

    Iris scanner: The iris scanner provides businesses with 
another form of security. Better security is good for business.

    Secure folder: It may be vital to keep documents and 
apps secure on your smartphone and thanks to Samsung's 
secure folder you can quickly and easily setup such a secure 
location on the device.

    Large display and smaller form factor: The Galaxy Note 
7 offers a 5.7 inch display in a smaller form factor than the 
Google Pixel. A large display is important for working with 
documents and spreadsheets.

    Samsung Pay in addition to Android Pay: Both phones 
support Android Pay, but Samsung offers the addition of 
Samsung Pay so you can use it in more places.

If paying nearly $900 is more than you can justify, Jason 
Cipriani posted details on how the Google Pixel stacks up 
with $399 phones. (Source: zdnet)



Black holes are made out to be uncom-
promising monsters, roaming the galax-
ies, voraciously consuming anything in 
their path. And their name is rightly de-
served: Once you fall in, once you cross 
the terminator line of the event horizon, 
you don’t come out. Not even light can 
escape their clutches.

But in movies, the scary monster has a 
weakness, and if black holes are the ga-
lactic monsters, then surely they have a 
vulnerability. Right?

In the 1970s, theoretical physicist 
Stephen Hawking made a remarkable 
discovery of a secret buried under the 
complex mathematical intersection of 
gravity and quantum mechanics: Black 
holes glow, ever so slightly, and given 
enough time, they eventually dissolve.

Well, general relativity, which de-
scribes how gravity behaves, is a super-
complicated mathematical theory. 

Quantum mechanics is just as com-
plicated. It’s a little unsatisfying to re-
spond to “How?” with a “bunch of math,” 
so here’s the standard explanation: The 
vacuum of space is filled with virtual 
particles, little effervescent pairs of par-
ticles that pop into and out of existence, 
stealing some energy from the vacuum 
to exist for the briefest of moments, only 
to collide with each other and evaporate, 
returning to nothingness.

Every once in a while, a pair of these 
particles pops into existence near an 
event horizon, with one partner falling in 

and the other free to escape. Unable to 
collide and evaporate, the escapee goes 
on its merry way as a normal nonvirtual 

particle.
 Virtual particle

The black hole appears to glow as 

particles and radiation escape. In doing 
the work to separate a virtual particle 
pair and promote one of them into nor-
mal status, the black hole gives up some 
of its own mass. Subtly, slowly, over the 
eons, black holes dissolve. Not so black 
anymore, huh?

Here’s the thing: I don’t find that 
answer especially satisfying, either. For 
one, that explanation does not appear 
in Hawking’s original 1974 paper which 
unveiled the process, and for another, 
it’s just a bunch of jargon that fills up a 
couple of paragraphs but doesn’t real-
ly go a long way in explaining this be-
havior. It’s not necessarily wrong, just … 
incomplete.

First things first: “Virtual particles” are 
neither virtual nor particles. In quantum 
field theory — scientists’ modern con-
ception of the way particles and forces 
work — every kind of particle is asso-
ciated with a field that permeates all 
of space-time. These fields aren’t just 
simple bookkeeping devices; they are 
active and alive. In fact, they’re more 
important than particles themselves. 
You can think of particles as simply ex-
citations — or “vibrations” or “pinched-
off bits,” depending on your mood — of 
the underlying field.

Sometimes, the fields start wiggling, 
and those wiggles travel from one 
place to another. That’s what we call a 
“particle.” 

(Source: Live Science)

In the 1970s, theoretical physicist Stephen Hawking 
made a remarkable discovery of a secret buried 
under the complex mathematical intersection 

of gravity and quantum mechanics: Black holes 
glow, ever so slightly, and given enough time, they 

eventually dissolve.

‘Iran, a pioneer in dermal 
stem cells’  

TEHRAN — The head of Iran’s Medical 
Council Organization has said the country 

is leading the way in the area of skin and hair stem cells, IRNA 
reported.  

On the sidelines of a one-day medical symposium on 
Thursday, Alireza Zali said a bright future awaits Iran in the 
field of dermal stem cells considering the country’s progress 
in recent years.

Zali added Iran has made great strides in cultivation and 
extraction of dermal fibroblast cells and come up with new 
and innovate ways to treat skin diseases. 

For an example, Zali noted, 600,000 people in Iran suffer 
from Vitiligo, a disorder in which white patches of skin appear 
on different parts of the body. 

One third of those affected by the disorder, he said, fail to 
respond to the common therapy and need to new treatment 
through stem cells. 

Zali regretted that many of innovate medical therapies 
such as stem cells are not covered by the healthcare insur-
ance companies so far.

Bigger-brained species 
have longer yawns
In a small study of animals whose yawn durations were tabu-
lated from YouTube videos, researchers found that the longer 
the yawn, the bigger the brain. Among the 24 species ana-
lyzed, mice had the shortest yawns—lasting less than a sec-
ond — and humans the longest, clocking in at more than six 
seconds long on average.

The reason for our slow yawn? Still unclear.
Interestingly, “neither the size of the body nor the 

anatomical structures specific to yawning (cranium and 
mandible) are driving these effects,” the authors wrote 
in their report, published in Biology Letters on October 
4, “because gorillas, camels, horses, lions, walruses and 
African elephants all have shorter average yawns than 
humans.” 

One possibility the researchers bring up is that yawning 
helps to cool the brain.

“If yawning cools certain parts of the brain, it makes sense 
that larger brains with more cortical neurons require longer 
yawns and more influx of air,” Elainie Alenkær Madsen of Lund 
University in Sweden who was not part of the study told The 
Atlantic. “It’s a very nice and intuitive finding.”

STAT News pointed out that the cooling idea is controver-
sial, and that the brain doesn’t really cool down from yawn-
ing. “Whether yawning functions specifically to cool the brain 
can still be debated,” study coauthor author Andrew Gallup 
of the State University of New York at Oneonta told STAT, “but 
there is no debate on whether yawning has thermoregulato-
ry consequences.”

(Source: The Scientist)

Color-changing wearable 
will let you know if you’ve 
soaked up too much sun
Wearable devices are getting smarter, and have already 
ventured beyond recording just the steps we take to 
tackle other metrics, like heart rate and hydration lev-
els. A new health-focused piece of research coming out 
of the University of Southern California’s Viterbi School 
of Engineering represents another step forward in that 
progression.

Researchers Andrea Armani and doctoral candidate 
Michele Lee have created a color-changing wearable device 
that notifies users when they have had enough sun exposure 
for one day.

“We made a flexible, waterproof plastic patch that chang-
es color when exposed to UV light, which is the harmful or 
cancer-causing part of sunlight,” Professor Armani told Digital 
Trends. “It has a sandwich structure. The middle layer is the 
color-changing UV-responsive smart material, and the trans-
parent top and bottom layers provide mechanical support, 
as well as waterproofing. The patch is initially clear, and the 
longer that the patch is in the sun, the more the color chang-
es. After about 15 minutes, it begins to turn orange, and after 
an hour, it is dark orange.”

By making users more aware of sun exposure, the “smart 
band aid” has the potential to help cut down on the approx-
imately 5.4 million basal and squamous cell skin cancers di-
agnosed each year. Unlike other wearable tech like the Ap-
ple Watch, it also doesn’t need to be connected, or even 
charged, for it to work.

“Additionally, having a simple read-out (in the form of a) 
color-change will make the technology much more acces-
sible to a broader user group,” Armani continued. “From a 
broad adoption perspective, it is hard to remember numbers 
like maximum recommended UV dose per day, but it is easy 
to remember a color.”

(Source: Digital Trends)
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Do black holes die?

Back in 2004, four major hurricanes hit Florida not long 
before the presidential election. Charley, Frances, Ivan 
and Jeanne caused billions of dollars in damage, and 
they also, as I wrote in my 2007 book about hurricanes 
and climate change, “Storm World,” “touched off the 
biggest meteorological argument of the decade.”

Those storms, followed by Hurricane Katrina a year 
later, sparked a massive debate about the relationship 
between hurricanes and our changing climate system. 
And it was one that proved difficult for scientists to 
resolve, in part because of the inadequate records of 
hurricanes before the development of reliable satellite 
systems, which allowed better tracking.

Yet even as scientists debated, politics and popular 
culture didn’t wait for their answer. Hurricanes quick-
ly became a symbol of a warming world. This was, of 
course, problematic — the science linking hurricanes 
and climate change was contested. There was little 
doubt that a changing climate would change hurricanes, 
given that they are fundamentally fueled by ocean heat 
— but precisely how that would play out and whether 
the changes had already begun was hard to say.

Hurricanes have — with a few key exceptions, like 
Sandy — been quieter for the U.S. since the bowling 

alley years of 2004 and 2005. Yet as Hurricane Matthew 
has devastated the Caribbean nations of Haiti and Cuba, 
as it thrashes the Bahamas, and now, barrels toward 
Florida, people (including some scientists) are drawing 
the connection again — and quickly getting criticized 
for it.

 Severe storms
“It’s very interesting that this is happening on a day 

when there’s a hurricane bearing down on the Unit-
ed States and in the Caribbean because these severe 
storms, beach erosion, intense weather episodes that 
we’ve had are perhaps the most practical sample of 
what the president is talking about as the threat that the 
planet faces.”

“Scientists have pointed to Hurricane Matthew as 
the sort of fierce lashing that will become more com-
mon due to climate change,” adds Oliver Milman in the 
Guardian.

“Hurricane Matthew’s Strength Is Yet Another Climate 
Change Indicator,” says the Huffington Post. “Liberals are 
already blaming Hurricane Matthew on global warming,” 
counters the Daily Caller.

The science on the hurricane-climate link has pro-
gressed slowly but surely since the mid-2000s. A host of 

new scientific publications have emerged. 
Meanwhile, the globe itself has done little to quell 

fears about worsening hurricanes, with the strongest 
storm (for wind speeds) ever recorded in the East Pacif-
ic basin and perhaps anywhere on the Earth, Hurricane 
Patricia, striking just last year.

Researchers now think that a warming climate, by 
heating the oceans, will indeed make hurricanes more 
intense (on average), even though it may not increase 
their overall numbers (in fact, those may decrease). 

(Source: The Washington Post)

With Elon Musk and NASA planning to 
send humans to Mars in the next 10-15 
years, food scientists have taken on an-
other step of the planning process: fig-
uring out what astronauts will eat on the 
Red Planet. 

Such a journey may take up to two 
and a half years, presenting a challenge 
when it comes to packing enough food 
to last the whole trip. In order to supple-
ment their food supply, the astronauts 
may need to grow their own crops from 
seeds. 

To simulate a gardening experience 
on the Red Planet, researchers at NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center and the Florida 
Tech Buzz Aldrin Space Institute have 
begun to experiment with “Martian 
gardens,” using soil from Hawaii similar 
to the type of soil found on Mars. Mar-

tian soil is made up of crushed volcanic 
rock and contains no organic material, 
making plant survival significantly more 
difficult. 

“Soil, by definition, contains organ-
ics; it has held plant life, insects, worms. 
Mars doesn’t really have soil,” said Ralph 
Fritsche, the senior project manager 
for food production at Kennedy Space 
Center, in a news release. 

 Martial soil
To gauge how much soil should 

be used and which nutrients should 
be added, researchers grew lettuce in 
three different types of soil: virtual Mar-
tian soil with no nutrients added, vir-
tual Martian soil with nutrients added, 
and regular potting soil. They reported 
that the lettuce grown in the Mars-like 
soil with no nutrients added tasted the 

same, but had weaker roots and took 
longer to grow. 

Next, they plan to conduct similar 
experiments with radishes, Swiss chard, 
kale, Chinese cabbage, snow peas, 
dwarf peppers and tomatoes.

In 2015, NASA astronauts on the 
International Space Station ate space-
grown lettuce for the first time. The let-
tuce took 33 days to grow on the space 
station and was part of NASA efforts to 
provide future astronauts with a sus-
tainable food supplement during long 
space voyages.

“Having lived on the space station 
for a while, I understand the logistical 
complexity of having people live and 
work here for long periods and the 
supply chain that is required to keep us 
going,” said astronaut Scott Kelly at the 

time. “If we’re ever going to go to Mars 
someday, we’re going to have to have a 
spacecraft that is more self-sustainable 
in regards to its food supply, as well as 
other things.”

The National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medi-
cine in 2014 said that NASA’s current 
plans for getting humans to Mars in 
the 2030s are unrealistic, according 
to Pasadena, Calif.-based Planetary 
Society, an advocacy organization 
that backs the goal of going to Mars 
above all else.

The academies calculated that NASA 
could not get humans to Mars earlier 
than 2046, and even then, only with a 
massive increase in congressional fund-
ing for the space program. 

(Source: The CSM)

Here’s what we can - and can’t - say about climate change and Hurricane Matthew

What kinds of vegetables can we grow on Mars?

Chairman of the Board of Directors of Iranian Fuel Sta-
tion Owners’ Association Bijan Haj Mohammad-Reza 
pointed to the negotiations made with the represent-
atives of Russia’s oil giant “Lukoil” and said: “Russian oil 
authorities suggested for the construction of oil refin-
ery, oil storage and fuel stations in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran.” 

Speaking in a press briefing, he said: “Talks were 
held between Iranian oil officials and representatives 
of Russia’s Lukoil Company in Tehran since two months 
ago in order to construct oil refinery, oil storage and 
fuel stations.” 

Given the above issue, this Russian oil giant is seek-
ing construction of oil refinery in Iran and also sup-
plying gas observing requirements of international 
standard.” 

Moreover emphasizing that license for selling and 
supplying gasoline with Russia’s Lukoil standard inside 
the country should be issued by the National Iranian 
Oil Products Distribution Company (NIOPDC), he said: 
“According to the initial talks, this Russian oil giant is 
after construction of 20-22 gas stations for supplying 
gasoline inside Iran.” 

Expounding on the implementation of branding 

plan in fuel stations across the country, he reiterated: 
“According to the criteria notified by the National Irani-
an Oil Products Distribution Company, each company 
should own specific brand (100% ownership), so that 
the final contract will be inked between government 
and brand for fuel station within the framework of 
branding plan.” 

The distribution of commission in fuel stations shall 
be borne by the branding companies, he said, add-
ing: “With the coordination made in this regard, these 
companies receive a branding premium separately 
from the National Iranian Oil Products Distribution 

Company.” 
Earlier, fuel station owners across the country had 

submitted proposal to the Oil Ministry for purchasing 
stocks of NIOPDC but their requests were turned down 
by the Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh, he main-
tained. 

Currently, outlook and implementation of “brand-
ing” plan among fuel station owners across the 
country is facing with numerous ambiguities, he 
said, adding: “To date, a number of six qualified 
companies have thus far registered for the imple-
mentation of branding plan in a way that some for-
eign companies have also expressed their readiness 
to participate with brand-owning companies as joint 
venture.” 

In the end, Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
Iranian Fuel Station Owners’ Association Bijan Haj Mo-
hammad-Reza pointed to the negotiations done with 
“Shell” and “Total” oil giants in order to offer quality 
training services to fuel station owners and said: “Any 
kind of dumping is strictly rejected at fuel stations since 
numerous monitoring systems have been installed at 
the stations. Presently, oil products are offered to peo-
ple with the highest standards.” 

Iran and Russia’s “Lukoil” Hold Fresh Oil Talks over Supplying Gasoline 
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TEHRAN — Iran and 
Germany gave a fresh 

impetus to their cooperation on environ-
mental issues ranging from protecting 
natural resources and biodiversity to re-
ducing greenhouse gas emission.

The chief of Iran’s Department of En-
vironment (DoE) Masoumeh Ebtekar who 
travelled to Germany on Tuesday signed 
a joint statement within the framework 
of environmental cooperation with Ger-
many’s Federal Minister for the Environ-
ment, Nature Conservation, Building and 
Nuclear Safety Barbara Hendricks on 
Wednesday.

The statement set the scene for the 
two countries to work together towards 
the same ends of natural resources and 
biodiversity management, national parks 
and protected areas conservation, fight-
ing climate change, marine environment 
and coastal areas protection, water and 
soil pollution management, combat-
ting desertification, using innovative 
and sustainable technologies, waste and 
hazardous materials management, rais-
ing environmental awareness, reducing 
greenhouse gas emission, etc., according 
to the DoE website.

To execute the newly inked statement 
a joint committee must be set up. The 
statement is legally binding and must 
come into force within 15 months.

 Surmounting obstacles key to 
further cooperation 

Ebtekar additionally met with Federal 

Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
where the two officials emphasized on 
the importance of removing obstacle in 
the path of cooperation.

Collaborations must pave the way for 
Iran to enjoy clean and eco-friendly tech-
nologies which are helpful to overcome 
environmental challenges such as climate 
change and dust storms, Ebtekar said.

She went on to say that regional con-
flicts had add insult to the injury and made 
Iran’s environmental status even worse.

Mentioning banking and financial ob-
stacles Iran is facing Steinmeier pledged 
to resolve the issue for the German com-
panies’ active presence in Iran.  

 Germany’s possible supports for 
Lake Hamoun restoration 

Moreover, Steinmeier explained Ger-
many may consider cooperation on re-
viving Hamoun Biosphere Reserve, a lake 
shared between Iran and Afghanistan. 

 German green companies to 
consider investment in Iran 

Over a meeting with German compa-
nies active in environmental fields the two 
sides discussed ways of expanding ties to 
transfer technologies to Iran.

 German parliament supports the 
joint statement  

In a meeting with Vice President of the 
Bundestag (German parliament), Claudia 
Roth voiced her support for the newly 
signed joint statement stating “if needed, 
I would garner support from the parlia-
ment too.”

She also noted that she would back 
stronger mutual environmental coopera-
tion between Iran and Germany.

 Germany keen to help Iran with 
air pollution

Roth additionally displayed tendency 
for cooperating on the matter of air pol-
lution in the metropolises and developing 
public transportation to mitigate the con-
sistent problem. 

 Trilateral cooperation to restore 
Lake Hamoun 

Over the same meeting Ebtekar also 

suggested that Iran, Afghanistan and 
Germany form trilateral cooperation to 
exchange views and talk over possible 
measures to revive Hamoun.

“As Germany is in close cooperation 
with Afghanistan and provide them with 
expertise and financial supports, we can 
enter a trilateral cooperation to help 
Hamoun biosphere reserve,” Ebtekar 
said.

Roth, for her part, welcomed the 
idea and promised to consider the 
matter.

4 diseases to cost the 
world $1tr by 2025: WHO 
advisor   

TEHRAN — Cardiovascular diseases, can-
cer, diabetes, and pulmonary diseases are 

four non-communicable diseases which will incur some $1 
trillion loss to the world by 2025, an Iranian advisor to the 
World Health Organization has said.

Doctor Mohammad Reza Masjedi noted that “to limit the 
aforesaid costs we need to start educating the public from 
the childhood.”

“Two third of 
the premature 
deaths occur in 
middle-ages and 
it is directly linked 
to our habits dur-
ing childhood,” 
Masjedi who is 
also professor of 
pulmonology and 
internal medicine 
at the Shahid Be-
heshti University of 
Medical Sciences 
said, Tasnim news 
agency reported.

Unfortunately more than 150 million youngsters smoke, 
81 percent lack enough physical movement, and more than 
41 million children below five suffer from obesity or over-
weight globally, he regretted.

Their current unhealthy habits indicates that non-com-
municable diseases would be still a threat in the future, he 
added.

“And that’s why we have to try to educate the young gen-
eration about these threats using medias and also consider 
imposing higher taxes on unhealthy products such as ciga-
rette, unhealthy beverages, salty and greasy foodstuff and 
spend the money on healthcare programs for the public,” he 
suggested.

 Strokes and heart attacks in Iran above global 
average

Elsewhere, Reza Malekzadeh, deputy health minister, 
warned that the average age for strokes and heart at-
tack is 10 years less than global average in Iran as some 
95,000 die of the aforementioned diseases per annum.  

Out of 95,000 who die of heart attack and stroke some 
35,000 are below 55 and 82 percent of the deaths report-
ed in the country are caused by non-communicable disease, 
Malekzadeh regretted.

A Territorial Dispute 
Roberta: So this is McQuillanland! 

Eli: Well, that depends on whom you ask. This area has 
been under  territorial dispute  since 1963. 

Roberta: Who else  claims  it? 
Eli: Its neighbor, Tseland. Tseland  annexed  it after the 

brief war in 1963, but McQuillanland refuses to  recog-
nize  the change in  boundaries . 

Roberta: I didn’t know that. 
Eli: McQuillanland  contends  that the demarcation  for 

the  border  is this river, but Tseland says that it  rules 
over  this entire valley. Since most of the people who live 
here consider themselves McQuillanlanders, they say  pos-
session is nine-tenths of the law . 

Roberta: Wasn’t there a  treaty  at the end of the  con-
flict ? 

Eli: There was, but the  wording  was  vague  and the 
dispute has continued to this day. 

Roberta: So if we  committed a crime  right here, right 
now, which country would have  jurisdiction ? 

Eli: Let’s not find out. 
(Source: eslpod.com)

 Words & phrases
territorial dispute: a disagreement over the possession/

control of land between two or more territorial entities or 
over the possession or control of land, usually between a new 
state and the occupying power

claim: to state that you have a right to take or have 
something that is legally yours

annex: to take control of a country or area next to your 
own, especially by using force

recognize: to officially accept that an organization, gov-
ernment, document etc. has legal or official authority

boundary: the real or imaginary line that marks the edge 
of a state, country etc., or the edge of an area of land that 
belongs to someone

contend: to argue or state that something is true
demarcation: the process of deciding on or marking the 

border between two areas of land
border: the official line that separates two countries, 

states, or areas, or the area close to this line
rule over: to have the official power to control a country 

and the people who live there
possession is nine-tenths of the law: used to say that 

if you have something, you are likely to be able to keep it, 
even if it is not yours

treaty: a formal written agreement between two or more 
countries or governments

conflict: a state of disagreement or argument between 
people, groups, countries etc.

wording: the words and phrases used to express some-
thing; phrasing

vague: unclear because someone does not give enough 
detailed information or does not say exactly what they mean

commit a crime: to do something wrong or illegal
jurisdiction: the right to use an official power to make 

legal decisions, or the area where this right exists

There’s no smoke without fire
 Explanation: if unpleasant things are said about 

someone or something, there is probably a good rea-
son for it; there could be some truth in the rumor

 For example: She says the accusations are not 
true, but there’s no smoke without fire.

Bend over backwards 
(to do something)

 Meaning: to try very hard to be helpful
 For example: We bent over backwards to finish 

it on time.

Asking for trouble 
 Explanation: someone who is asking for trouble 

is behaving so stupidly that he/she is likely to have 
problems

 For example: Driving fast on these roads is really 
asking for trouble!

ENGLISH PROVERB PHRASAL VERB ENGLISH IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Iran comes 3rd in informatics Olympiad 
Iran came in third in the 28th International Olympiad in Informatics, IRIB reported 
on Saturday.

By earning two gold medals and two silvers Iran managed to achieve the third 
place in the informatics Olympiad.

The event was held in Russia with 81 countries taking part in the com-
petition from August 12 to 19. The U.S. and China came in first and second 
respectively. 

The 29th Olympiad in Informatics will be held in Iran next year.

ايران در المپياد جهانى كامپيوتر سوم شد
به گزارش خبرنگار خبرگزارى صدا و سيما ايران مقام سوم بيست و هشتمين المپياد جهانى كامپيوتر 

را به دست آورد.
ايران با كسب دو نشان طلا و دو نقره، موفق شد تا مقام سوم بيست و هشتمين المپياد جهانى كامپيوتر 

را به دست آورد.
اين دوره از مسابقات با شركت 81 كشور از 22 تا 29 مرداد ماه و به ميزبانى روسيه برگزار شد. تيم هاى 

آمريكا و چين به ترتيب مقام هاى اول و دوم را كسب كردند. 
جمهورى اسلامى ايران سال آينده ميزبان بيست و نهمين المپياد جهانى كامپيوتر در تهران است.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATIONLEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

TEHRAN — 
Mothers across 

Iran brought their infants on Friday 
to gatherings called ‘Hosseini infants’ 
to commemorate the martyrdom of 
Ali-Asghar (AS), the 6-month old son 
of Imam Hossein (AS) who was mar-
tyred brutally in the battle of Karbala.  

Mothers congregated in groups 
in various cities of Iran taking their 
infants dressed in green and white 
similar to what is believed to be worn 
by Ali-Asghar (AS) and mourn for the 
six-month old martyr.

Dating back to 14 years ago the 
commemorating ceremony is being 
held annually on the first Friday of the 
mourning month of Muharram. 

According to Shahrokh Sabouri, 
the head of the world Commemora-
tion Assembly of Ali-Asghar (AS), the 
assembly also met concurrently in 30 
countries worldwide on Friday, ISNA 
news agency reported.

‘Hosseini 
infants’ 
gathering 
held across 
Iran 

Iran-Germany environmental 
cooperation to pick up steam 



Russia is ready to urge the Syrian govern-
ment to let Al-Nusra Front militants exit 
Aleppo with their weapons, as proposed 
by the UN envoy to Syria, Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov says.

Once the terrorists exit the war-rav-
aged city, Syrian government troops and 
the opposition will be able to form joint 
law-and-order bodies, Russia’s top diplo-
mat said, as cited by RIA Novosti.

“In the first place, those who don’t 
leave with ‘Nusra’ should clearly separate 
themselves [from it], on paper, officially 
sign such a commitment,” Lavrov said.

“Maybe then the government law en-
forcers and this armed opposition will be 
able to form some kind of joint law-and-
order bodies to ensure normal life, so that 
people would feel safe,” he continued.

On Thursday, the UN’s envoy for Syria, 
Staffan de Mistura, warned that East Alep-
po might be destroyed within two months 

if the military action in the city continues. 
He also urged Al-Nusra to leave the city, 
saying that he is willing to personally es-
cort them out.

“If you [Al-Nusra] did decide to leave, 
in dignity with your weapons, to Idlib or 
anywhere you wanted to go, I personally 
am ready, physically ready, to accompany 
you,” he said.

Lavrov noted that according to the 
UN estimations there are between six and 
eight thousand militants in Aleppo.

“Among them up to half, that what 
Mistura said in the UN Security Council 
[are from] ‘Jabhat Al-Nusra,” the Russian 
Foreign Minister said.

If Al-Nusra exits Aleppo and moves to 
Idlib, where its major forces are located, 
Russia “will be ready to call on the Syrian 
Government to agree with that,” Lavrov 
added.

(Source: RT)

 6 
And in the case of Faisal al-Saadoon, 

currently in the court of appeal, it ap-
pears that an Iraqi was gratuitously shot 
in the stomach and had his car vandal-
ized whilst his head was being smashed 
into a pavement. Are these cases really 
“spurious” or “vexatious”?

Even more disturbing, many of these 
investigations may lead to the door of 
the MoD itself. The Baha Mousa inquiry 
heard that his military interrogators were 
using the so called “five techniques”, 
banned in 1978, which violate the Ge-

neva conventions; the interrogators said 
they “answered to London” (the MoD) 
and not the chain of command. If this is 
correct then the MoD is at fault: the five 
techniques now amount to torture.

The conduct appears systematic, and 
the MoD has video recordings. It could 
easily verify any claim and now needs to 
come clean: I cannot believe that any de-
fense chief would wish to defend physical 
or religious humiliation in interrogation.

 Violation of the Geneva conventions
Finally, it has been well documented 

that there were secret detention facilities 
in the UK area of operations which ap-

pear to have bypassed prisoner of war 
facilities. If this is correct, it is in violation 
of the Geneva conventions and, if the 
prisoners were spirited out of the coun-
try, then that could amount to a grave 
breach. Soldiers were ordered to take 
part so the fault lies with their political 
masters. Trooper Ben Griffin is currently 
under an injunction from the high court 
(obtained by the MoD) for threatening to 
speak out about prisoner abuse in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. How extraordinary that 
the MoD has to gag soldiers for speak-
ing out about prisoners when nothing, 
according to the ministry, has happened.

As one judge remarked, the lega-
cy of the Iraq war has been litigation. 
Modern armies now have to comply 
with international humanitarian law 
and are rightly held to account if they 
don’t. There are many serving and for-
mer servicemen and women, including 
myself, who want to see an army that 
abides by the highest standards. This 
should be the aspiration of all of us. 
This does not impede operations; it en-
ables them. If you stop the violations, 
you stop the litigation – it’s as simple 
as that.

(Source: The Guardian)

Turkish authorities detained 120 police 
officers on Friday and issued warrants for 
46 others, media reported, extending a 
nationwide clampdown launched follow-
ing a failed coup in July.

The operation was focused on Istanbul 
police headquarters but simultaneous 
raids were carried out in 35 provinces, 
targeting people who used a little-known 
smartphone messaging app called By-
Lock, state-run Anadolu Agency said.

President Tayyip Erdogan blames the 
coup on followers of U.S.-based cleric 
Fethullah Gulen, a one-time Erdogan ally 
turned enemy, who has denied any in-
volvement.

Privately owned Dogan news agency 
said all those detained or sought were 
police employees, including 13 police 
chiefs, 114 ranking officers and 39 reg-
ular officers.

Around 32,000 people have been 

jailed pending trial during the post-coup 
crackdown, while around 100,000 mem-
bers of the security and civil services, uni-
versity professors and others have been 
fired or suspended from work.

Turkey’s Western allies in the European 
Union and NATO have voiced concerns 
that innocent people may be swept up 
in the investigations, which critics have 
described as a purge.

The Council of Europe, a law and human 

rights organization based in Strasbourg, 
called on Turkey to lift its state of emergency, 
imposed days after the coup and extended 
this week for a further 90 days.

“It is inconceivable that the obvious 
threats on Turkish democracy at the time 
of the coup attempt have not dropped 
drastically,” Nils Muizniecks, the council’s 
human rights commissioner, said in a 
statement.

(Source: Reuters)
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 Russia ready to support UN envoy’s proposal to 
allow Al Nusra to exit Aleppo with arms: Lavrov

Blair hints at return to 
frontline politics to save 
Brexit Britain
Former Prime Minister Tony Blair could return to a frontline 
role in British politics to try to prevent Theresa May’s Con-
servative Party from destroying the country with a so-called 
“hard Brexit”, he said in an interview.

The only Labor prime minister to win three general elec-
tions, Blair was hugely popular during the start of his 10 years 
in power but his support for the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq se-
verely tarnished his reputation.

In an interview with Esquire Magazine, Blair said it was a 
“tragedy” that Britons were left with a choice between a Con-
servative Party intent on a hard Brexit and a Labor Party that 
he described as “ultra-left” and stuck in the 1960s.

“I don’t know if there’s a role for me,” he said. “There’s a limit 
to what I want to say about my own position at this moment.

“All I can say is that this is where politics is at. Do I feel strongly 
about it? Yes, I do. Am I very motivated by that? Yes. Where do 
I go from here? What exactly do I do? That’s an open question.”

Britain’s shock vote to leave the European Union in June 
propelled May to power and the former interior minister has 
indicated that she sees the vote as a demand for wide-rang-
ing change in the way Britain is run.

May’s approach has spooked investors who believe Britain 
is heading for a “hard Brexit”, meaning it will give up trying to 
remain in the EU’s single market in order to impose controls 
on immigration from the other 27 member states.

The vote, which has triggered the deepest political and finan-
cial turmoil in Britain since World War Two, has also rocked Blair’s 
Labour Party, with leftist leader Jeremy Corbyn accused of failing 
to campaign hard enough to keep Britain in the bloc.

First elected last year on a wave of enthusiasm for a new 
type of politics, Corbyn was forced to compete again for 
his job. Although he was returned as leader with a higher 
mandate than before, he still lacks the backing of the centrist 
members of his party.

Blair said Corbyn offered a “mixture of fantasy and error”. 
As a result, he said Britain was a “one-party state”.

(Source: Reuters)
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U.S. troops invaded Afghanistan on October 7, 2001, 
less than a month after the 9/11 terror attacks in New 
York and Washington. What seemed like a quick victory 
over the Taliban regime turned into a bloody, endless 
guerrilla war that continues to this day.

President George W. Bush’s administration accused 
Osama Bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda network of the hijacking of 
civilian airliners that struck the twin towers of the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon. The White House be-
lieved that Bin Laden was in Afghanistan and demand-
ed that the Taliban turn him over. Taliban leader Mullah 
Omar asked for evidence. What he got was war.

With the help of U.S. jets and troops, warlords from 
the Northern Alliance pushed the Taliban out of major 
cities and took the capital, Kabul, by mid-November. A 
new government was established, under U.S.-backed 
President Hamid Karzai. NATO allies lent legitimacy to 
the U.S. effort, sending troops to support the “recon-
struction” of Afghanistan.

At first, the U.S. operation was dubbed “Infinite 
Justice.” That was quickly changed to “Enduring Free-
dom,” over fears of offending religious sentiments of the 
Afghans. The second name proved ominous, however: 
Washington and its allies have been unable to extricate 
themselves from Afghanistan ever since.

 The way things are
Though President George W. Bush started the war 

in Afghanistan, it was his successor, Barack Obama, 
who presided over the Iraq-style “surge” intended to 
end it. Fifteen years after the invasion, there are fewer 
than 9,000 U.S. troops in Afghanistan, down from the 
100,000 peak in 2011. They are part of “Operation Free-
dom’s Sentinel,” and the Pentagon insists they are there 
in a solely “advise and assist” role to the Afghan military, 
rather than fighting the Taliban or ISIL. Just this week, 
however, Staff Sergeant Adam S. Thomas, 31, was killed 
in Nangarhar Province, reportedly by an improvised 
bomb. He was the third U.S. soldier killed in Afghanistan 
in 2016.

Since 2002, the U.S. has spent more than $60 billion 
to train and equip Afghan security forces, according to 
Reuters. On Thursday, however, the Pentagon revealed 
that a number of Afghans who came to the U.S. to train 
have deserted. Since the program began in January 
2015, 44 Afghans have gone absent without leave, eight 
of them in September 2016 alone, Pentagon spokesman 
Adam Stump told Reuters.

Opium cultivation, banned under the strict Taliban 
interpretation of Islam, has made a roaring comeback 
during the war. A report by the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) estimated the extent of 
opium cultivation in Afghanistan at more than 200,000 
hectares (494,000 acres). Final figures may yet exceed 

the 2014 record of 224,000 hectares.
“Eradication has been close to zero,” UNODC Execu-

tive Director Yury Fedotov reported to the international 
donors’ conference in Vienna, Austria on Thursday.

 How did it come to this?
Though the 2001 invasion managed to overthrow the 

Taliban government, the U.S. failed to capture or kill Bin 
Laden – the alleged mastermind behind 9/11 – until 10 
years later. For a month, U.S. troops combed the “black 
caves” of Tora Bora, on the border with Pakistan, where 
Bin Laden was believed to be hiding.

Despite Bush’s campaign promise to end “na-
tion-building” missions, American and NATO soldiers 
soon found themselves in a classic counter-insurgency 
campaign, conducting patrols from firebases in Afghan 
countryside and launching offensives against the ev-
er-elusive Taliban and Al-Qaeda insurgents.

U.S. commanders in Afghanistan kept asking for 
more troops, but almost all of Washington’s strength 
was tied down in Iraq, after the 2003 invasion fol-
lowed a similar course of events, from quick victory 
to quagmire. Through a combination of a “surge” in 
troop numbers and payoffs to local leaders, the US 
managed to neutralize most of the insurgency in Iraq. 
Upon his election, Obama implemented a similar pro-
gram in Afghanistan.

In May 2011, a Navy SEAL team raided a compound 
in Abbottabad, Pakistan, and killed Osama Bin Laden, 
according to the U.S. government. This accomplished 
the war’s primary objective, albeit nearly a decade later. 
With Bin Laden’s reported demise, Obama announced 
a gradual withdrawal from Afghanistan by the end of 
2016. Combat operations were officially declared over 
in December 2014.

Someone forgot to tell the Taliban, however. In May 
2015, a U.S. drone strike in Pakistan killed the group’s 
leader, Mohammad Mansour.

“It is time for Afghans to stop fighting and to start 
building a real future together,” Secretary of State John 
Kerry said at the time, urging the Taliban to negotiate 
with the Afghan government of President Ashraf Ghani. 
The former finance minister during Karzai’s first term, 
Ghani was elected in 2014 after a controversial runoff 
against Abdullah Abdullah.

Instead, the Taliban appointed Mullah Haibatullah 
Akhundzada as their new leader and launched a new 
offensive. In September 2015, the group captured Kun-
duz, a major city in the north near the border with Ta-
jikistan. They were pushed out after two weeks of heavy 
fighting, in the course of which U.S. planes destroyed 
a hospital run by Doctors Without Borders (Medecins 
Sans Frontieres, MSF).

A year later, the Taliban were in Kunduz again, plant-

ing their flag in the city’s main square.
 Casualties of War

Over 4,000 coalition soldiers and 15,000 Afghan 
troops have died over the course of the Operation En-
during Freedom. U.S. casualties over those 4,830 days 
were 2,356 killed and 19,950 wounded. Taliban casual-
ties have been estimated at between 25,000 and 40,000.

Since then, in Operation Freedom’s Sentinel, the 
US has suffered 24 killed and 124 wounded, accord-
ing to the Pentagon. NATO allies lost another seven 
people.

Estimates of civilian deaths have ranged 
from 31,000 (Watson Institute for International Studies) 
to as high as 170,000(“Body Count”, by Physicians for 
Social Responsibility, Physicians for Global Survival and 
International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear 
War).

By way of comparison, the Soviet-Afghan war of 
1979-89 resulted in 14,000 Soviet deaths, 75-90,000 
mujahideen killed, and civilian casualties estimated at 
between 850,000 and 2 million.

 Into thin air
At this week’s donor conference in Austria, U.S. and 

the EU promised $15 billion to fund the Afghan govern-
ment over the next four years.

The cost of the war in Afghanistan has been estimated 
at $685.6 billion by the U.S. Congressional research service 
(CRS). The long-term cost may be as much as $6 trillion, 
when bringing into account “long-term medical care and 
disability compensation for service members, veterans and 
families, military replenishment and social and economic 
costs,” according to a 2013 estimate by Linda Bilmes of the 
Harvard Kennedy School of Government.

Billions of dollars earmarked for Afghan “reconstruc-
tion” were spent on airplanes that ended up being sold for 
scrap, $30 million gas stations, and drug interdiction planes 
that never took off, as documented by the US special in-
spector general for Afghanistan reconstruction (SIGAR).

(Source: RT)

War without end: Things to know as Afghanistan invasion turns 15

The truth about British army abuses in Iraq must come out

Turkey orders 166 police detained in coup-related crackdown

EU says needs ‘strategic 
and structured dialogue’ 
with Iran 

 1 
1. The project to establish an EU Delegation in Tehran has 

made progress. While this is a delicate and slow process, the 
very ambition and its eventual success highlights that the EU 
is genuinely interested in a relationship with Iran and that it is 
acting independently from the U.S. 

2. It is therefore important to establish working committees 
for relevant sectors where regular interaction can allow the par-
ties to go beyond high politics and build multi-level cooperation 
between institutions. This allows, for instance, for a more cred-
ible and effective exchange on human rights, as the relevant 
judicial authorities involved in practices related to human rights 
on both sides can interact with one another. By highlighting the 
importance of practice and adherence to the rule of law these 
issues can better be resolved. Such a structured approach is far 
more useful than a case-by-case exchange which tends to polit-
icise matters and thus make them even more intractable.

3. A very important aspect of building a better relationship 
is also to create a better understanding of what the EU is, its 
institutions as well as its ‘internal logic’. There is a serious lack 
of knowledge in Iran of how the EU works both in political 
and institutional terms, which creates misunderstandings. For 
many areas of cooperation this lack of knowledge impedes 
Iranian ability to access and interact with EU institutions and 
instruments of cooperation. This is particularly important in 
areas where technical, educational and research cooperation 
could otherwise grow significantly. A specific EU liaison office 
to facilitate access to institutional resources relevant for aca-
demic and industry cooperation in Tehran would be a good 
step to remedy this lacuna. 

4. A more regular interparliamentary exchange is needed 
between the European Parliament and the Iranian Majlis. The 
interaction between these two elected bodies has been very 
irregular and often An EU Strategy for relations with Iran after 
the nuclear deal has been hostage to the overall internation-
al political climate. A more institutionalised exchange where 
relevant parliamentary committees from each side could in-
teract would facilitate a better mutual understanding of how 
politics are conducted and what are the priorities and prefer-
ences in each chamber. 

5. These political and institutional relationships must also 
be accompanied by greater facilitation of communication 
and cooperation between civil society actors. Cultural pro-
grammes, targeted academic exchange programs (rather 
than individual students/local faculty initiatives), and grass-
roots organisations dealing with social and environmental 
issues, must be encouraged and supported. 

6. Similarly, it is important to underline that increased trade 
with Iran presents a win-win not only between the parties but 
also in political terms. Of particular relevance for Iran and the EU 
are three areas where technology transfer and environmental 
and human health concerns are salient features; renewable en-
ergies, urban sustainability, and water management. 

7. Initiate and sustain a dialogue on a new security archi-
tecture for the Middle East, beginning with the Persian Gulf, 
using the vast European experience of OSCE and multilateral 
exchange. The EU is in a unique position to undertake this as 
it has good relations with all major actors in the region and 
will give the process credibility and bring all the parties in as 
stakeholders. The first step is to initiate a strategic discussion 
on conflict resolution and use this as a stepping stone to re-
solve the present conflicts in the region. The second step is 
to use the various areas of cooperation mentioned in this 
report (nuclear safety, combatting drugs etc.) and expand the 
conversation to include Iran’s Arab neighbours.

8. The EU-Iran dialogue should also look beyond the com-
mon concerns in the Middle East. Some examples include the 
stabilisation of Afghanistan and mediation of conflicts such as 
the one between Armenia and Azerbaijan.
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Brazil trash Bolivia as 
Neymar scores 300th goal, 
Argentina drop points
Brazil maintained its momentum in South America’s World 
Cup qualifiers by thrashing Bolivia 5-0 on Thursday, staying 
a point behind Uruguay which stayed top after defeating 
Venezuela.

Elsewhere, Copa America champions Chile sank even 
lower after losing 3-0 to Ecuador, while Colombia managed 
to beat Paraguay away 1-0 with a goal in the dying minutes. 
An Argentina team missing star Lionel Messi managed a 
draw at Peru.

 BRAZIL
“Ole, ole, ole, ole… Tite! Tite!” It had been ages since 

a Brazil coach had the pleasure of being hailed as a hero 
by fans. But that happened on Thursday to Adenor Bacchi, 
universally known as Tite, only three games after getting 
the job and winning his third consecutive match for Bra-
zil. Nearly all 30,000 supporters at the Arena das Dunas in 
sunny Natal, in the country’s Northeast, sounded excited 
about the 55-year-old from the beginning to the end of the 
hammering of the Bolivians.

The goals were scored by Neymar (10), Philippe Coutin-
ho (25), Filipe Luis (38), Gabriel Jesus (44) and Roberto 
Firmino (75). Brazil’s goalkeeper Alison barely touched the 
ball during the entire game.

Asked about the reaction of fans in the post-match press 
conference, Tite held the tears and looked above as he re-
peated “thank you.”

Before Tite took over, Brazil wasn’t even among the top 
four positions in South America’s qualifying standings – 
each of which is worth an automatic place at the World Cup 
in Russia. After victories over Ecuador, Colombia and Boliv-
ia, Brazil is second in the table with 18 points, one behind 
leaders Uruguay. Bolivia is 9th with seven points.

If Tite’s side beats Venezuela away and Uruguay fails to 
win at Colombia next week, the now excited Brazilian sup-
porters that had feared the humiliation of not even qualify-
ing for the World Cup will instead see their team in number 
one position.

“We feel that the atmosphere here has changed for the 
better,” right-back Dani Alves said at the end of the match, 
without mentioning Tite’s predecessor Dunga.

Barcelona star Neymar delivered a great performance in 
the 65 minutes he was on the pitch before he left with a 
bleeding forehead caused by a Bolivian elbow. He scored 
the opening goal, repeatedly dribbled through Bolivia’s de-
fense, irritated the opposition but also picked his third yel-
low card, which suspends him from Tuesday’s clash against 
Venezuela, in Merida.

That card, however, makes Neymar an almost sure pres-
ence in the derby against Argentina in Belo Horizonte on 
Nov.10.

Neymar ’s goal was the 300th of his career, according 
with the Brazilian Football Confederation. These figures in-
clude all those he scored for Brazil, Santos and Barcelona as 
a professional since 2009. He also surpassed midfielder Zico 
as the 4th top goalscorer in Brazil’s history. Now Neymar 
only trails Romario (56), Ronaldo (67) and Pele (95). The 
Barcelona star is 24 years-old.

The easy win came after some initial difficulties for coach 
Tite, who lost Real Madrid’s left-winger Marcelo and mid-
fielder Casemiro to injury and Guanghzhou Evergrande’s 
midfielder Paulinho to suspension. He also took a risk in 
changing Chelsea winger Willian for Liverpool’s “magician” 
Coutinho, but the diminutive playmaker was one of the best 
on the pitch on Thursday.

 ARGENTINA
No Lionel Messi meant no party for Argentina at Peru. 

After leading twice, Argentina conceded a late goal to the 
hosts which resulted in a draw. New coach Edgardo Bauza 
struggled to make his midfield more fluent and Manches-
ter City’s striker Sergio Aguero failed to lead the team in 
Messi’s absence. Argentina’s goals were scored by Funes 
Mori (15) and Gonzalo Higuain (77). Peru initially equal-
ized through Paolo Guerrero (58) and again with a penalty 
converted by Christian Cueva. Now Argentina is 5th in the 
standings with 16 points, the same number of Ecuador and 
Colombia. The Argentinians are behind in the amount of 
victories and goal difference. Peru is in 8th position with 
eight points.

 URUGUAY
South American qualifying leader Uruguay was not sur-

prised by last-place Venezuela in Montevideo and won 3-0 
in convincing fashion. Only weeks ago Venezuela nearly 
beat Argentina, but the Uruguayans didn’t offer a chance 
and won with goals scored by Nicolas Lodeiro (28), Edinson 
Cavani (46 and 79). Uruguay has 19 points and Venezuela 
stays last with their two. Now Uruguay will try to hold on to 
their lead in Colombia next week.

 CHILE
Copa America champions Chile had yet another embar-

rassing result losing 3-0 to Ecuador in Quito. It could have 
been much more if the hosts had their finishing right in the 
second half. Now Ecuador has 16 points in third place, five 
more than Chile, which is 7th. The Chileans are five points 
behind the spot that would allow them to be in a playoff 
for a World Cup placement. Antonio Valencia (18), Cristian 
Ramirez (23) and Felipe Caicedo (46) scored the Ecuadorian 
goals.

Chile could well need the three points they are seeking 
from the 0-0 home draw with Bolivia in September. Chile’s 
federation claimed that Bolivia fielded an ineligible player, 
defender Nelson Cabrera.

The strangest incident of the evening was in Ecuador ’s 
Enner Valencia being removed in an ambulance after an 
apparent injury. Local media said police officials could have 
arrested the Everton player in the end of the match for not 
paying alimony.

 COLOMBIA
Edwin Cardona scored the 90th minute winner against 

Paraguay at the Defensores del Chaco stadium, in Asuncion. 
The result gives a breather to the Colombians, who now 
have 16 points in fourth place against 12 of the Paraguay-
ans, who will stay in sixth place.

(Source: Indianexpress)

Spain and Real Madrid captain Sergio 
Ramos has told his critics they should 
enjoy it while they can, adding: “In 
the end they will be silenced, as they 
have been for many years.”

Ramos was speaking after con-
ceding the penalty from which Italy 
equalised in Thursday evening’s 1-1 
World Cup qualifying draw in Turin.

Spain seemed set for victory after 
dominating possession and going 
ahead when Italy goalkeeper Gianlui-
gi Buffon’s error let in Vitolo to open 
the scoring, but Ramos tripped Eder 
in the penalty area, and Daniele De 
Rossi equalised from the spot in what 
was Italy’s only shot on target of the 
entire 90 minutes.

Ramos, who has conceded four 
penalties from his 11 appearances 
in all competitions this season, faced 
criticism in the aftermath but he told 
reporters in the mixed zone at Juven-
tus Stadium: “At the end of the day, 
mistakes can happen to everyone.

“Even Buffon, and here in Italy he is 
a national symbol, he gets applauded. 
In Spain they whistle you. That is the 
big difference. In Spain there is envy, 
and here there is admiration.

“I hope that those who want have 
a go at me enjoy it now but in the 
end they will be silenced, as they 
have been for many years. They’ve 
torn strips off me. But I did not get 
too high with the praise, and the crit-
icism will not destroy me either.”

Sergio Ramos’ error cost Spain 
victory in their 2018 World Cup qual-
ifier with Italy.

Spain’s players protested the pen-
alty decision at the time, with German 
referee Felix Brych at first missing the 
incident but then pointing to the spot 
after consulting with his assistant be-

hind the goal. Ramos did not deny he 
had made contact with Eder but sug-
gested officials singled him out for 
stricter attention than anyone else.

“I saw it as I was going through 
doping, which always seems to pick 
me,” Ramos said. “It was a very strict 
penalty, one of those that gets whis-
tled just one of 40 times. I don’t know, 
but recently they have my number. 
I’ll have to do something to try and 
change it. But I’m not going to blame 
the referee.

“Apart from the penalty we played 

a great game, keeping possession, 
and could have killed the game by 
taking another of our chances, but 
football is like this, about the little 
mistakes that can be made. But I’m 
proud of the game.”

Madrid skipper Ramos has avoid-
ed the mixed zone at the Bernabeu 
even as his side have gone through 
a dip in form that has led coach Zin-
edine Zidane to deny the team is in 
crisis.

“I have preferred to remain to the 
side, not for any particular reason,” 

Ramos said. “To stay away a bit from 
the papers, the radio. But when you 
are captain you have to show your 
face. And here I am today.”

Asked if he was feeling upset or 
hurting at the criticism, Ramos said: “I 
feel good, physically very good. I’ve 
begun the season with some mis-
takes and maybe some people only 
remember those little details. You 
can respect that point of view, but I 
do not share it. I’ve never said I was 
hurting.”

(Source: Soccernet)

Doping: Canadian pole vaulter tested positive for cocaine before Rio

A former Costa Rican soccer feder-
ation president, who was arrested last 
year in a U.S. corruption probe involv-
ing the sport’s global governing body 
FIFA, is expected to plead guilty on Fri-
day, according to court records.

Eduardo Li, who is also a former 
member of the executive committee 
for the North and Central American 
and Caribbean soccer confederation, 
CONCACAF, is set to appear in feder-
al court in Brooklyn for a plea hearing, 
court records show.

A lawyer for Li did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment.

Li, a former president of Costa Ri-
ca’s soccer federation FEDEFUT, is one 
of 42 individuals and entities charged 
as part of a U.S. investigation that has 
rocked Zurich-based FIFA and the soc-
cer world.

The 57-year-old was among seven 
soccer officials taken into custody in a 
dawn raid on a luxury Zurich hotel in 
May 2015. Li had at the time been a 
member-elect to FIFA’s executive com-
mittee.

U.S. prosecutors have accused the 
42 defendants of engaging in schemes 
involving more than $200 million in 
bribes and kickbacks, which were both 
sought and received by soccer officials 
for marketing and broadcasting rights 
to tournaments and matches.

Sixteen people and two sports mar-
keting companies have pleaded guilty 
to U.S. charges.

At a Sept. 19 hearing, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Evan Norris said prosecutors 
were “in ongoing plea discussions with 
several of these defendants.”

(Source: Reuters)

Lewis Hamilton’s engine problems are down 
to bad luck and “anybody with an ounce of 
intelligence” knows Mercedes did not sabo-
tage the Briton’s car in Malaysia last week-
end, team technical head Paddy Lowe said 
on Friday.

Triple Formula One world champion 
Hamilton retired at Sepang when his car’s 
engine suffered a fiery failure 16 laps from 
the end while he was leading the race com-
fortably. He said afterwards that “someone 
doesn’t want me to win”, later clarifying that 
he was referring to a “higher power” and not 
the team. 

Lowe told reporters ahead of Sunday’s 
Japanese Grand Prix, which Hamilton will 
start with a 23-point gap to team mate and 
championship leader Nico Rosberg, that it 
was just chance.

“We all know that you can throw three 
double-sixes in a row. That is possible, statis-

tically. And yet when you see it done, emo-
tionally you feel ‘how did that happen’? We 
have got a little bit of that scenario with Lew-
is,” he said.

“It is the way the dice have been thrown.
“Things do go wrong. We understand 

that and it just so happens that, by pure co-
incidence, that has occurred repeatedly on 
Lewis’ car.”

Lowe said Hamilton’s post-race com-
ments had been misinterpreted.

“I can’t agree with you that the driver 
hinted there was sabotage,” said Lowe when 
asked about that. “Lewis has been very clear, 
certainly with us, that that’s completely out of 
the question.

“We’ve had other failures in the year 
that are very unfortunate and if we were 
good enough to arrange such sabotage we 
wouldn’t have any failures,” he added. 

(Source: Reuters) 

Canadian world champion pole vaulter Shawn Barber 
was at the Rio Olympics despite earlier testing positive 
for cocaine but the decision to allow him to compete 
was the right one, Athletics Canada said on Thursday.

The Sport Dispute Resolution Centre of Canada›s 
ruling was released on Thursday and said Barber in-
advertently ingested the banned substance during a 
sexual encounter the night before the Canadian Olym-
pic trials in July with a woman he met online who had 
taken cocaine.

Barber, who set a Canadian record and won the na-
tional title the following day, had faced a possible two-
year ban imposed by the Canadian Centre for Ethics in 
Sport (CCES) but was ruled no fault or negligence for 
an anti-doping rule violation by an independent arbi-
trator.

The International Association of Athletics Federa-

tions and World Anti-Doping Agency both reviewed 
the decision and turned down their right to appeal.

«Forensic toxicologists have looked at the case and 
understood ... that it was impossible to have taken this 
amount of cocaine intentionally,» Barber›s lawyer, Paul 
Greene, told a conference call.

«You have inadvertent ingestion of cocaine that is 
passed to an athlete by way of kissing which is exactly 
what happened.»

Considered one of Canada›s best bets for a gold 
medal in Rio Barber scraped through qualification be-
fore finishing a disappointing 10th.

Barber›s hearing was held on Aug. 5, the day of the 
Rio Olympics opening ceremony, with the decision is-
sued on Aug. 11 but the 22-year-old pole vaulter in-
sisted the distraction did not impact his performance.

 (Source: Reuters)

Hamilton’s engine troubles just 
bad luck, says Lowe

Ex-Costa Rican soccer chief to plead 
guilty in U.S. bribery case

Spain captain Sergio Ramos vows to 
silence critics after error against Italy
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Football captain says S. 
Korea determined to beat 
Iran in World Cup qualifier 
South Korean football captain Ki Sung-yueng said Friday the 
players are determined to collect an away victory against Iran in 
the upcoming World Cup qualifier.

South Korea will face Iran at Azadi Stadium in Tehran on 
Tuesday for their fourth match in the final Asian qualifying 
round for the 2018 FIFA World Cup. Both Iran and South Ko-
rea have seven points with two wins and a draw in Group 
A, where they are paired with 
Uzbekistan, Syria, China and 
Qatar. Iran, however, are the 
leaders of the group with su-
perior goal difference to South 
Korea.

South Korea have never 
won at Azadi Stadium in six 
trips, with only two draws and 
four losses. The Taeguk Warri-
ors suffered a 1-0 loss in their 
last match there in November 
2014.

Ki said it's going to be a 
tough match for them, but the 
players are ready to put forth 
their all-out efforts to deliver a good performance.

"I think it's about time to win (in Tehran)," Ki said at Incheon 
International Airport before flying to Iran. "If you look at our 
players' talent, I'm sure that we'll have a good game."

   The Swansea City midfielder admitted that the time 
difference, intimidating fan atmosphere and high altitude of 
Azadi Stadium serve as disadvantages for South Korea. How-
ever, he said that the players are prepared both mentally and 
physically.

"We'll play like this is our final match," he said. "We know that 
a victory in Tehran will put us in a great position in this qualifying 
stage."

   South Korea lost to Iran 1-0 in each of the last three meet-
ings after conceding a goal in the second half. Ki said the play-
ers have learned from the past and they are ready to avoid the 
same mistakes.

"In previous matches, we had no regret about our perfor-
mance on the pitch, but the result matters," he said. "Most of the 
time, we gave up a goal late in the second half and lost, but now, 
the players have enough experience."

   Ki, who has 10 goals in 88 international matches, said South 
Korea will try to at least collect a draw in Tehran.

"I know we're not going to be 100 percent fit in just three 
days (after playing Qatar)," he said. "In the final round, each 
point matters, so we will at least try not to pick up a loss 
there."

   Ki added he has big expectations of Son Heung-min. The 
Tottenham Hotspur attacker scored the winner against Qatar on 
Thursday in South Korea's 3-2 victory, keeping his red-hot club 
form even on the international stage.

"Son takes up a big portion of our attack and he should," Ki 
said. 

Ki, who opened the team's scoring against Qatar, said the 
players should be wary of yellow cards. Against Qatar, South 
Korea were down to 10 players in the second half after defender 
Hong Jeong-ho was sent off with his second yellow card of the 
night. Ki also was booked in the 76th minute.

The former Celtic and Sunderland player will miss World Cup 
qualifier against Uzbekistan next month if he is booked again 
in Tehran. 

"Iranian players will play a more physical game than Qatari 
players," he said. "But if we only think about getting booked, we 
won't be able to show our true potential."

(Source: Yonhap)

Tashkent: A Jalal Hosseini header ended 
Uzbekistan’s 100% record in third round 
qualifying for the 2018 FIFA World Cup as 
Islamic Republic of Iran defeated the Cen-
tral Asians 1-0 in Tashkent on Thursday.

Uzbekistan came into the tie on the 
back of 1-0 wins over Syria and Qatar, but 
Hosseini’s goal on 27 minutes proved the 
difference maker as Carlos Queiroz’s team 
picked up their seventh point in three 
games to remain unbeaten so far.

Samvel Babayan’s side tried to re-
spond in the second half but having lost 
playmaker Server Djeparov to injury just 
before the break, the White Wolves failed 
to breakdown a stout Iranian defence and 
suffered their first defeat of the qualifying 
campaign.

Uzbekistan went into the game without 
captain Odil Akhmedov due to his inability 
to recover from injury, while Queiroz made 
a raft of changes to his midfield and attack 
with an eye on the crunch match with Ko-
rea Republic on Tuesday.

One of those changes, Reza Goochanne-

jhad, could have opened the scoring inside 
10 minutes but he sliced his volley high and 
wide after he was picked out inside the area 
by full-back Ramin Rezaeian’s fine cross.

Iran did go in front before the half hour 
mark, though, as centre-back Hosseini 

connected with a smart header from Ma-
soud Shojaei’s inswinging free-kick from 
the right that left goalkeeper Aleksandr 
Lobanov helpless.

The hosts suffered a further blow five 
minutes before half-time as two-time AFC 

Player of the Year and captain on the night 
Djeparov was withdrawn from the field in a 
great deal of discomfort to be replaced by 
Alexander Geynrikh. Uzbekistan begun the 
second period strongly and pushed for-
ward in search of the leveller but struggled 
to penetrate the Iran backline.

Inside the final 20 minutes, substitute 
Jaloliddin Masharipov was brought down 
on the edge of the area in a hugely prom-
ising position but Geynrikh’s free-kick 
summed up Uzbekistan’s night as it hit 
the wall and rebounded away harmlessly, 
the-afc.com wrote.  And Iran could have 
ended the match even more comfortably 
as Sardor Azmoun, a second half replace-
ment for Ghoochannejhad, played in Va-
hid Amiri but Lobanov was quick off his 
line to deny the midfielder, but Queiroz’s 
team still managed to see out the remain-
ing minutes unscathed.

“Unfortunately we lost the game,” said 
Babayan. “The players tried to battle until 
the end of the match, but we couldn’t cre-
ate chances without Akhmedov. 

Iran beats Uzbekistan to move one 
step closer to 2018 World Cup

“I think we deserved this victo-
ry,” said Queiroz. “Uzbekistan 

also played well, but they con-
trolled the ball in their area. We 
tried to go on the counterat-
tack when we took ball.

“We didn’t give many 
chances to Uzbekistan. They 
didn’t show their usual 
performance, and that 
was to our advantage. 

We blocked them every time they had 
dangerous shots and I congratulate my 

team on this positive result. “I think 
the battle for the World Cup will 
continue. We took three points 
today, but we need more vic-
tories and points. It is just one 

more step towards our tar-
get. If any team makes any 

mistake in Tashkent they 
will lose.”

“We created some mo-
ments, but the team 

didn’t realize them. Now we 
have the next game and we need 
to pay attention to it,” Uzbeki-
stan coach added.

“We lost the fight in the first 
30 minutes tonight. Besides that, 
we couldn’t create any chances 
through the middle and those 
were the main reasons for our 

defeat tonight. We can’t play 
well in midfield without Akhme-
dov. Our defenders 
played well, but 
we lost many 
battles in the 
center.”

South Korea football coach Uli Stielike said Friday his play-
ers will have to overcome an intimidating fan atmosphere 
in Tehran when they face Iran in the upcoming World Cup 
qualifier.

The men's football team departed for Iran to play their 
fourth match Tuesday at Azadi Stadium in the final Asian 
qualifying round for the 2018 FIFA World Cup.

"Iranian fans' avid support can put pressure on visitors," 
Stielike said at Incheon International Airport. "But it's an im-
portant match because lots of things are at stake."

South Korea, looking for their ninth consecutive World 
Cup appearance, are currently second in Group A where 
they are paired with Iran, Uzbekistan, Syria, China and Qa-
tar. Both Iran and South Korea have seven points with two 
wins and a draw, but Iran are ahead in goal difference, plus-
3 to plus-2.

The victory at Tehran will put South Korea in first place. 
However, the Taeguk Warriors have never won at Azadi Sta-
dium, posting only two draws and fours losses.

Stielike's side also suffered a 1-0 defeat there two years 
ago in a friendly match.

"Now, we're in the final World Cup qualification round 
and it will be different from playing a friendly match," he 
said, adding that the stadium's high altitude -- located 
1,200 meters above sea level -- will not be a big concern.

South Korea will travel to Tehran without center back 
Hong Jeong-ho after he was sent off on two yellow cards 

in South Korea's 3-2 victory over Qatar Thursday. Stielike 
selected Kim Min-hyeok of Japanese club Sagan Tosu to fill 
the void. Although there is a change in defense ahead of 
the tough away match, the German coach said they will not 
curb their style of play.

"We focus on attack and this means we can be vulner-
able against counterattacks," he said. "However, we're not 
going to change our style of play and philosophy, although 
we do need to carefully boost our defense."

Stielike urged South Korean fans to show support. Al-
though they beat Qatar in a come-from-behind fashion, 
some fans were not satisfied with the team's performance 
in the qualifying round. Before Qatar, South Korea had a 
3-2 win against China at home -- nearly blowing a 3-0 lead 
-- and played to a scoreless draw with Syria.

"I know there are still big concerns and criticism 
against our team," he said. "I'm a little bit concerned 
about our future performance in a situation where we're 
not getting big support from fans despite collecting a 
victory with 10 men."

(Source: Reuters)

South Korea coach Stielike concerned about Tehran’s atmosphere

Matin Varamin signs Bulgarian 
volleyball player Georgiev 

Andranik Teymourian 
joins Iran’s 100 club

Iranian midfielder Andranik Teymour-
ian won his 100th cap in the national 
team’s match against Uzbekistan on 
Thursday.

The-33-year old player replaced Ma-
soud Shojaei in the 83rd minute.

He played in the 2006 and 2014 World 
Cups, as well as 2007, 2011 and 2015 
Asian Cups.

Teymourian has played for Iran’s na-
tional football teams at the youth level, 
before being selected to join the senior 
side.

On May 18, 2014, Teymourian cap-
tained Iran in the match against Belarus.

Teymourian has scored nine goals for 
Team Melli.

(Source: Tasnim)

Iranian volleyball club Matin Varamin has 
completed the signing of Bulgarian player 
Krasimir Georgiev.

Georgiev joined Matin on a one-year 
contract for an undisclosed fee.

The international Bulgarian is part of the 
Bulgaria men’s national volleyball team.

The 21-years-old middle-blocker 
has played in Power Volley Milano (It-

aly), Greek P.A.O.K. and VC CSKA from 
Russia.

Matin Varamin Volleyball Club is a pro-
fessional volleyball team based in Varamin, 
southeast of the Iranian capital of Tehran. 
They compete in the Iranian Volleyball Su-
per League.

The club previously signed Andreas 
Fragkos from Greece. (Source: Tasnim)
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Arsene Wenger: England 
job should go to an English 
manager
Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger says there has been no 
contact from the Football Association over the England 
job, which he believes would be best filled by an English 
manager.

Wenger, who turns 67 at the end of October, is in the final 
year of his current Arsenal contract, having earlier this month 
marked 20 years in the job.

Before the international break, Wenger said he could ''one 
day'' manage England if he had no club commitments, although 
he has since told beIN Sports he has yet to hear from anyone at 
the FA over the vacancy.

"There has been no contact,'' he said. "There is nothing really 
to add. Personally I want England to do well.''

Wenger stressed he felt the role would be best 
ser ved by a home-grown coach, with under-21s boss 
Gareth Southgate having taken up the job on an in-
terim basis.

Arsene Wenger is in the final year of his current Arsenal con-
tract.

"It is very important [that the manager is an Englishman], I 
have always said that,'' the Gunners boss added. "A country like 
England, with a huge football passion, and as well the structure 
of the national team, [it] looks to me [that it] demands a guy 
from your own nation as the leader.

"If you think that tomorrow you are the coach of France and 
you play against England, when the national anthem is played 
of England, you cannot sing it and you cannot sing as well the 
anthem of the team you are leading. It looks to me a bit strange. 
That is why I like what is logical. I think it is better [to have an 
Englishman].''

Wenger had previously been linked with the England job ear-
lier in his career.

He added: "It is quite simple. My first priority was always Ar-
senal. The second thing I would have considered was to stay in 
England. It would be difficult for me to manage another English 
team, and so the second possibility would have been England, 
but my priority was always my club.''

(Source: Soccernet)

Petrochimi will represent Iran in the 
25th Fiba Asia Champions Cup, Asia's 

premier basketball competition for clubs. 
The team will start the campaign on Saturday with a 

match against Chinese Taipei team Pauian. 
Petrochimi has been drawn in Pool A along with Al 

Riyadi (LIB), ONGC (IND), Al Rayyan (QAT) and Pauian 
(TPE).

Pool B consists of Al Shorta (IRQ), Barsy Atyrau (KAZ), 
Westports Malaysia Dragons (MAS), Al Ahli (UAE) and Xin-
jiang Flying Tigers (CHN).

The nine-day event will be played in the city of Chen-
zhou-Hunan, China, from October 8 to 16. 

The Preliminary round of the competition will be played 
in a round robin format, with every team taking on its four 
opponents in its respective group. The top four teams from 
each group will then advance to the quarterfinals. 

The winners of the quarters will advance to the Semi-Fi-
nal, while the losing teams in the quarters will play 5-8 
classification games.

The 24th edition was held in 2013 in Amman, Jordan, 
where Iranian club Foolad Mahan Isfahan emerged victorious.

 The Fiba Asia Champions Cup that started way back in 
1981 was a yearly event since 1990 before being stopped 
in 2013. After a two-year break the club-level champion-
ship returns to Fiba's regular competition format. 

Petrochimi to start Fiba Asia Champions Cup with Pauian
S P O R T S
d e s k
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The back of the bent sky became flat with joy, 
When dame nature brought forth a child like 
thee.

Sadi 

Poem of the day

SINCE 1979
Prayer Times

TEHRAN — “The 
Story of Tehran”, a 

review of the process of formation and 
changes in the capital Tehran written 
by director of Iran’s Research Institute 
for Cultural Heritage and Tourism 
Mohammad Beheshti, was unveiled at 
the Imam Ali (AS) Religious Arts Museum 
on Wednesday.

Published by Iran Cultural Studies 
Publications, the book was introduced 
on Wednesday October 5, the day which 
has been named after the capital Tehran.

“The Story of Tehran” gives a cultural 
image of Tehran, reviews its geographical 
location and position during history, and 
studies the role of Tehran in the land of 
Iran, and its history of becoming a large 
metropolis, Persian media reported on 
Friday.

“In the past years in Tehran in early 
1960s, the streets had names and 
characters, and were introduced with 
numbers and lengths like 30- meter 
or 45-meter streets, but they abruptly 
turned and went nowhere,” Beheshti said 
at the ceremony.

“But in the middle of 90s, the social 
and cultural changes of Tehran gradually 
transformed the feelings of Tehran. The 
residents of Tehran changed their ways 
of living, that is, the buildings belonged 
to Tehran again, but not the streets and 
the walls,” Beheshti explained.

He expressed regrets that Tehran 
has no story for the people of today. “I 
believe the people of Tehran eagerly wait 
to hear stories about Tehran.”

Beheshti, who was once head of the 
Farabi Cinematic Foundation, added 
that during his years of activities, he can 
hardly remember any film that portrayed 
a specific location.

“Locations in our films do not have 
distinct identities. We had this identity in 
a film like “Qeysar” (1969, Masud Kimiai). 
In that film, there was an identifiable 
public bathhouse, and several famous 
neighborhoods in Tehran, but after that, 
no film has had similar portrayals,” he 
explained.

“We need to tell stories about Tehran 
that achieve clear portrayals of the 
locations,” he concluded.

NEW YORK (Reuters) — Actor Tom 
Hanks said the real draw for him to 
reprise his role as fictional symbologist 
Robert Langdon in the film adaptation 
of Dan Brown’s thriller “Inferno” was the 
chance to be “the smartest guy in the 
room.”

“You give me the right amount of 
verbiage and just enough time to do 
the right amount of research, and I can 
convince you that I may be the smartest 
guy in the room,” the actor said with a 

laugh to reporters on Thursday.
“The gift that Dan Brown gave me 

as an actor is to play a guy who’s always 
curious, who’s always opinionated and 
who’s always searching for an answer.”

Hanks joined cast members including 
Felicity Jones and Irrfan Khan, director 
Ron Howard and author Brown at a 
news conference for the film in Florence’s 
Palazzo Vecchio.

Hanks and Howard previously brought 
Brown’s “Da Vinci Code” and “Angels and 

Demons” to life in hit blockbuster films.
Sony Pictures’ “Inferno”, due in theaters 

on Oct. 28, follows Langdon as he wakes 
up in Florence with amnesia and has to 
decipher clues to stop a plague being 
released by an elusive billionaire who 
tries to tackle overpopulation.

Hanks said the film’s take on 
overpopulation suggests “we are creating 
our own version of Dante’s inferno here 
in the real world.”

He added that there were places 

in the world where “the environment 
is hellacious and the people are held 
in slavery and there is any numbers of 
degrees of misery that are in fact created 
by ourselves one way or another.”

Much of the film showcases Florence’s 
historic buildings and piazzas, as Langdon 
speeds through the city’s rich history, 
solving riddles related to Florentine poet 
Dante Alighieri’s famed 14th century 
saga “Divine Comedy”, about a man’s 
journey through ‘Inferno,’ or hell.

TEHRAN — Asghar Farhadi’s 
acclaimed film “The Salesman” 

has won the best film award at the 5th Persian 
International Film Festival in Australia.

The film was the opening film of the event, 
which was held in the cities of Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide and Canberra from September 22 to 
October 3.

The movie is about Emad and Rana, a young 
couple living in Tehran, who are forced to 
move into a new apartment after their old flat 
is damaged. However, an incident linked to the 
previous tenant dramatically changes the couple’s 
life.

The movie won the Palme d’Or for screenplay 
at this year ’s Cannes Film Festival. It also brought 
Shahab Hosseini the Palme d’Or for best actor.

“The Salesman” is Iran’s submission to the 89th 
Academy Awards in the best foreign-language 
film category.

“500 Ounces of Gold” by Shahrzad Dadgar was 
crowned best short film by the jury composed 
of photographer Sue Murray, cartoonist Martin 
Brown, Australian director and cinematographer 
Ray Argall and French producer Helen Panckhurst.

The organizers also paid tribute to the world-
renowned Iranian filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami by 
screening a number his films.

Noon:11:52        Evening: 17:56        Dawn: 4:43 (tomorrow)            Sunrise: 6:06 (tomorrow)
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Photo
 The Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) is playing 

host to an exhibition of photos by Alireza 
Shekari.

The exhibition named “The 
Shining Moon” spotlights 
the rituals of Ashura, the day 
when Imam Hussein (AS) and 
his companions were martyred 

on the 10th of Muharram in 680.
The exhibit will run until October 10 at the 

forum located on Musavi St., off Taleqani Ave.

 A collection of photos of body arts by 
Hajar Salimi Namin is currently underway at 

the Arasbaran Cultural Center.
The photos have been 

taken by Hamid Eskandari for 
the exhibit named “This Is the 
10th of Muharram and I Can 
See the Hands”. 

The events of Ashura are the central theme 
of the showcase, which will run until October 
17 at the gallery 1 of the center located on 
Jolfa St., off Shariati Ave.

Painting
 Paintings by Saeid Siadat is on show 

in an exhibition at Golestan 
Gallery.

The exhibit will be running 
until October 10 at the gallery 
located at 34 Kamasai St. in 
the Darus neighborhood.

 Paintings by Hoda Boluri are on display in 
an exhibition at Hoor Gallery.

The exhibit entitled 
“Furthest Look” runs until 
October 23 at the gallery 
located at 12 Naeimi Alley, 
North Mirza Shirazi Ave., off 
Motahhari St.

 An exhibition of paintings by Ehsan 
Barabadi is underway at 
Seyhun Gallery.

The exhibit entitled “Stone 
Garden” runs until October 
26 at the gallery, which can 
be found at 24 Sinai Alley, off 
Keyhan St. and Moqaddas-e 

Ardabili Ave.

Sculpture
 Sculptures by Soheil Bastami are on 

display in an exhibition at Eyvan Gallery.
The exhibit entitled 

“Transition” will be running 
until October 21 at the gallery 
located at 1 Hamid Dead End, 
off Lesani Alley, Jebheh St., 
off Mahdieh St., in the Elahieh 
neighborhood.

Book reviewing 
formation and 
changes of Tehran 
published  

Shahrdad Rohani to 
perform in Istanbul

London Iranian Film 
Festival to open on 
Oct. 28

TEHRAN — World-renowned 
Iranian pianist Shahrdad 

Rohani who is also the conductor of the Tehran 
Symphony Orchestra, is scheduled to perform a 
concert in Istanbul, Turkey on October 9.

The concert entitled “Music for Peace” will be 
done at Istanbul’s Haliç Congress Center.

TEHRAN — The 7th London 
Iranian Film Festival will be 

held from October 28 to November 6.
A lineup composed of the latest works 

from Iranian cinema, including Asghar 
Farhadi’s acclaimed drama “The Salesman”, 
Reza Dormishian’s “Lanturi” and Ebrahim 
Hatamikia’s “Bodyguard”, will be competing in 
the festival.

“Daughter ” directed by Reza Mirkarimi, “I” 
by Soheil Beiraqi and “Paradise” by Ali Atshani 
are also among the films.

The London Iranian Film Festival is the only 
annual festival to present Iranian films in the 
UK. It showcases films that explore Iranian 
culture and identity in four categories of short 
film, documentary, animation and feature film.

Filmmaker Tahereh Emami speaks during a meeting held at the Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art on October 6, 2016 to commemorate 
critic and director Zaven Qukasian (1951-2015). “Like a Stream”, her documentary about Qukasian, was screened during the meeting. 
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“The Salesman” successful at Persian filmfest in Australia

Iranian films win 
awards at Slemani 

festival
TEHRAN — Several 
Iranian films won 

awards at the first edition of the 
Slemani International Film Festival, 
which was held in the Iraqi city of 
Slemani (Sulaymaniyah) from October 
1 to 4.

Shahram Alidi’s “Black Horse 
Memories” won the special jury award 
in the international competition while 
Kamal Parnak won the Golden Oak 
for the best director for “Hasti” in the 
international short competition.

In addition, cinematographer Amin 
Jafari received an honorable mention 
for his collaboration on “Drum” by 
Keyvan Karimi.

The best film award in the 
international section went to 
“Absolution” directed by Petri Kotwica 
from Finland while Manaussos 
Manoussakis from Greece won the 
award for best director for “Cloudy 
Sunday”.

Iranian cinematographer Turaj 
Aslani was one of the jury members of 
the festival.

The front cover of “The Story of Tehran”

Tom Hanks enjoys playing “smartest guy in the room” in “Inferno”
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  WHAT’S IN ART GALLERIES 

A scene from “The Salesman”
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