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. TEHRAN
K with the Expediency Council, Su-
preme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali
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Major players
gather for
Syria crisis
talks amid
low hopes

Diplomats from various countries,
including Iran, the United States,
and Britain, gathered in Switzerland
for new talks tofind a solution to
the Syria conflict.

The negotiations started in Laus-
anne on Saturday with U.S. Secretary
of State John Kerry meeting Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov as well
as top diplomats from Egypt, Iran,
Irag, Turkey and the House of Saud
regime.

Foreign Minister Mohammad Ja-
vad Zarif of Iran departed Tehran for
the Swiss city on Saturday morning
to attend the talks. Hossein Jaberi
Ansari, Zarif's deputy for Arab and
African Affairs, will be accompany-

ing him.

Tehran says
UNESCO anti-
Israeli resolution
commendable

. TEHRAN — Irani-

an Foreign  Minis-
try spokesman Bahram Qassemi has
praised UNESCO for defending the
Palestinian people’s rights and de-
nounced the Israeli regime for its reac-
tionary move.

UNESCO on Thursday adopted
a draft resolution that strongly con-
demned the escalating Israeli aggres-
sion and illegal measures against the
freedom of worship and Muslims’ ac-
cess to al-Agsa Mosque in the occu-
pied al-Quds (Jerusalem).

A day after the resolution, which
twenty-four countries voted in favor
of, the Israeli regime suspended coop-
eration with UNESCO.

Pointing to the UNESCO draft res-
olution, Qassemi encouraged the in-
ternational body for taking actions in
favor of Muslims’ right to access their
holy site.

Qassemi further condemned Israel
for its illegal activities in the Palestinian
territories.

He also said “the regime’s reaction-
ary move shows its frustration and re-
veals its deceptive activities”

Learn English

Learn English with us at

TEHRANTIMES

¢

=> See page 12

-y.i-u

— Having

consulted

their say.

Khamenei has outlined elections guidelines months
before the Iranians will take to the ballot box to have

The announcement, carried on the official website
of the Supreme Leader on Saturday, is in line with Arti-

cle 110 of Iran’s Constitution.

Araqchi says financial, banking issues resolved

. TEHRAN - Deputy For-

e s k eign Minister for Legal and
International Affairs Abbas Araqgchi has said
financial and banking issues related to do-
ing business transaction with Iran have been
resolved.

"The JCPOA is being implemented as
planned, but it will leave its effects on Iran’s
economy over time," Aragchi said, speaking to

members of the parliamentary National Secu-
rity and Foreign Policy Committee on Saturday.

“We are in good shape in the oil industry. Is-
sues regarding economic transactions, finance,
insurance and banking have also been resolved
and there is no hurdle to implementation of the
nuclear deal,” Araqchi said.

He also pointed out that the Western part
should keep its side of the bargain and takes

necessary steps to accelerate implementation
of the nuclear deal.

However, still the U.S. primary sanctions are
getting in the way, the top nuclear negotiator
added, making it difficult for Iran to enjoy eco-
nomic gains of the deal fully.

The deputy foreign minister further criti-
cized Washington for new anti-Iran sanctions,
describing it as “unconstructive”

Narges Kalbasi Ashtari story: An outcry for help
The girl who left the comfort of the West to help the most unprivileged childrenin
India is accused of Uncommlﬂed crime

TEHRAN — She is called the Moth-
er Teresa of India and all for good
reason. At 29, Narges is a mother
to many orphans, abandoned and
visually impaired children in India.

However, today, she has become
the victim of a very complex and
unjust system in India and is being
punished by the very same people
she once left her life behind for.

As she puts it for change.org web-
site, “I am going through the most
horrific forms of abuse by a group of
people with immense power, influ-

ence, and protection in Odisha”

Born in Isfahan, central Iran,
Narges's parents moved to the UK
when she was four years old.

Though, early on Narges was ex-
posed to the ugly side of life. Losing
both parents to incurable diseases,
Narges decided to dedicate her life
to serving orphans, who had suf-
fered the very same fate as hers.

At mere 21, Narges took a year
off to do some volunteer work for
orphanages in Sri Lanka and India.

It was during the eye opening
journey that an idea flashed into her

Narges Kalbasi-Ashtar
mind: opening a children’s home her-
self in India through foreign funds.
According to a report on
charge.org, with much difficulty,
Narges was granted an employ-
ment visa through a local NGO
called ASSIST (Asia Society for So-

cial Improvement and Sustainable
Transformation).

In 2011, Narges established the
Prishan Foundation in Rayagada,
an orphanage home for girls in the
Rayagada district in Odisha, which
then led to the launch of another
home for blind children in Muku-
ndapur, all through the generosity
of foreign donors.

Based on her personal account
on Telegram, a messaging app,
Narges named her organization
in the honor of an orphaned blind
girl she met in Sri Lanka.

S. Korean, Russian university officials to come to Iran

TEHRAN — South Korean

d e s Kk and Russian university offi-
cials are set to come to Iran in the near future,
IRNA news agency reported.

University chancellors from top 14 South
Korean universities will pay a four-day visit to
Iran on Wednesday, the Iranian deputy science
minister has said.

The chancellors will hold talks with their Iranian
counterparts to boost bilateral cooperation and
interaction, Hossein Salar-Amoli added.

During their stay, the Korean officials will
take a two-day trip to the central province of Is-
fahan to visit academics as well, he highlighted.

The visit can pave the way for more in-

depth cooperation as the Science Ministry is
determined to promote Iran’s Islamic culture
and Persian language actively, Salar-Amoli said.

Mentioning the memorandum of under-
standing signed between Iran and Korea upon
Korean president Park Geun-hye visit to Iran
in May, he explained that faculty and student

exchange programs, holding conferences, and
executing joint research projects are of the
fields Iran is willing cooperate with South Korea.

Additionally in a meeting with Lee Joon-sik,
Korean Education Minister, Iranian Science Min-
ister Mohammad Farhadi discussed possibility
of setting up a center for Korean studies in Iran
which was welcomed by the Korean side.

Moreover, 23 Russian delegations with 20
chancellors are also scheduled to travel to Iran
on Wednesday.

The Russian delegation is going to take part
in the second summit of the Islamic Republic of
Iran top universities' chancellors on Thursday, the
summit secretary Ahmadreza Khazravi has said.

Doc puts spotlight on Iran’s tradltlonal blacksmlthlng

. TEHRAN — A
s k documentary
recently produced by the Docu-
mentary and Experimental Film
Center focuses on traditional
blacksmithing in Iran, which is
gradually passing into oblivion.
“To study this subject I decided
to visit some veteran blacksmiths

in Amol who, with great effort,
craft some implements used in
farming,” said Saeid Habibi, the di-
rector of “Sigh of Iron”, in a press
release on Saturday.

"The documentary also exam-
ines why the younger generation
does not show interest in working
in that field despite their unem-

ployment,” he added.

“In addition, this film shows how
blacksmithing influences the indi-
vidual characters of those people
working in this field,” he mentioned.

The differences among the
blacksmiths are also scrutinized in
a comparative study over the doc-
umentary.

Ali Khomeini:
Velayat-e Faqih
should be promoted
as modern principle

Iran targeting a
diverse market
for exports:
TPO head

By Ebrahim Fallahi

Mojtaba Khosrotaj, the head of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization (TPO)
and the country’s deputy industry,
mining, and trade minister, said that
Iran does not plan to focus on a spe-
cific region or country as export desti-
nation and it aims for a diverse market.

Addressing a press conference held
on Saturday on the occasion of Iran’s
National Exports Day (October 20),
the official noted that the key point
in choosing trade partners and tar-
get markets is analyzing the country’s
needs.

He stressed that the country should
not limit the exports to certain markets
and countries, saying “Being depend-
ent only on a single economic or politic
block is not a good idea and will make
the country vulnerable and weak!

Khosrotaj also noted that the indus-
try, mining, and trade ministry’s policy
is to maintain balance between the
target markets chosen as the destina-
tion for Iranian goods.

M ‘Iran’s exports level not satisfactory’

Further in the conference the dep-
uty minister touched upon the current
situation of the country’s exports and
imports and said although the trade
relations with Asia and the neighbor-
ing countries are improving but “Con-
sidering the country's potentials we
are way behind the level our exports
should stand at this point.
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political analyst

War is never
justified

he 20th century witnessed the

I world's two biggest wars, as well

as hundreds of bloody region-

al wars, military operations, conflicts,

riots and civil wars. In the 55 vyears

following WWII, some 200 wars took
place.

According to official figures, the
death toll of these wars and conflicts
reached 150 million, and 80% were ci-
vilians, not to mention the injured, dis-
abled people or those who lost their
families, who are not even included in
the statistics.

We have left the 20th century be-
hind but regrettably the same cannot
be said for war. On the contrary, wars
continue at full speed, threatening
to turn into disasters of even bigger
scales. For the past 15 years, millions
of elderly, women and children have
lost their lives in the wars that target
particularly the Middle East and Islam-
ic countries such as Afghanistan, Irag,
Syria, Yemen, Libya, Pakistan, Somalia
and Palestine.

Even worse is the fact that the
global powers behind them have
been portraying them as ‘wars of ne-
cessity".

For instance, the Iraq war started
in March 20, 2003 under the leader-
ship of the USA and Britain with the
pretense of Iragi weapons of mass
destruction, and the subsequent mili-
tary occupation that lasted until 2011.
More than 1 million Iragis, a majority
of whom civilians, lost their life due to
this invasion.

There was no need at all for such a
tragedy. Since 2009, a UK Commission,
headed by Sir John Chilcot, has been
working on the legality of Tony Blair's
administration’s involvement in the
Irag War in 2003 and the conclusion of
their inquiry was as follows:

- Irag didnt pose a threat. The
judgment about the severity of the
threat posed by Irag’s weapons of
mass destruction was presented with
a certainty that wasn't justified.
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Rouhani offers
condolences to
Thai PM over
king's death

. TEHRAN — President Hassan

s k Rouhani on Saturday expressed
condolences over the death of Thailand’s king Bhu-
mibol Adulyadej, who ruled the Southeast Asian
country for 70 years.

The Iranian president offered his condolences
in a message sent to the country’s Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha, Press TV reported.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has always regard-
ed the Kingdom of Thailand as an old friend and
partner, Rouhani wrote in his letter.

Iranian, Syrian
\ # deputy FMs talk
over telephone

. TEHRAN — Iran’s deputy for-

S eign minister for Arab and Af-
rican affa|rs and Syria’s deputy foreign minister
discussed the Syrian crisis over the telephone on
Saturday.

According to IRNA, Hossein Jaberi Ansari and
Faisal Mekdad talked about on-ground develop-
ments in the war-torn country and also reviewed
the prospect of the ongoing talks on Syria that are
being held with influential countries in Lausanne,
Switzerland.

Ansari made the call as he was accompanying
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif in Laus-
anne.

Deputy interior
minister for
political affairs to
be named soon

. TEHRAN — Iran’s deputy interi-

s or minister for political affairs will
be appomted in a number of days, according to
Interior Ministry spokesman Salman Samani, ILNA
reported on Saturday.

The appointment will come after a brief reshuf-
fle in the ministry, where Hossein-Ali Amiri left his
position as deputy minister and spokesman to start
work as the president’s deputy for parliamentary
affairs.

Following Amiri's relocation, Mohammad Hos-
sein Mogimi was promoted from the post of dep-
uty interior minister for political affairs to the sec-
ond-ranking person in the ministry.

Red Crescent chief Ali Asghar Ahmadi is the like-
liest candidate.

lool

'U.S. non-compliance
to undermine
possible use of
sanctions in future’

. TEHRAN — A former U.S. official

S k who has been named architect of
sanc‘uons on Iran believes if the U.S. does not abide
by its commitments under the nuclear deal, its abil-
ity to use such coercive measures as a tool in the
future will be undermined.

Richard Nephew told Tasnim on Friday, "We
have European banks and companies saying that
they don't believe they can do business in the Is-
lamic Republic without triggering U.S. sanctions”

K¢ Ali Khomeini:

i Velayat-e Faqih

- should be promoted
as modern principle

. TEHRAN — Ali Khomeini has

s said Velayat-e Faqgih (guardian-
ship of the Islam|CJur|st) should be promoted as a
modern principle.

Speaking before Qom Friday prayers, he said
doing so will counter enemies in their efforts to
convey that the late Imam Khomeini did not sug-
gest the jurist’s guardianship, the Ressalat newspa-
per reported.

The guardianship of the jurist was among the
maxims of the Ashura event, he underlined, adding
that Imam Khomeini structured the backbone of
the Islamic revolution in the model of Ashura.

- Aus’grian

parliamentary
team to visit
Tehran soon

. TEHRAN — A delegat\on from
S k the Austrian parliament is slated
to pay an official visit to Iran in the coming days.

Austrian Parliament Deputy Speaker Karlheinz
Kopf will head the parliamentary delegation during
the visit to Iran, ISNA reported on Saturday.

The Austrian parliamentarians will meet Iran’s
Parliament Deputy Speaker Masoud Pezeshkian
during their four-day stay in Iran.

Kopf and his accompanying delegation will also
meet other senior Iranian officials to discuss mutual
parliamentary relationship.
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. TEHRAN — Iran’s For-

e s Kk eign Ministry issued a
strongly-worded statement on Saturday
asserting that the conflicts in Syria, Yem-
en, Iraq and Libya have mainly resulted
from the interferences by Saudi Arabia
and its allies which always been seeking
to make accusations against others.

The statement came as response
to a statement issued by the foreign
ministers of the [Persian] Gulf Coop-
eration Council and Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu in their
meeting in Riyadh on Thursday which
accused Iran of interfering in the re-
gional countries’ affairs.

Following is full text of the Iranian for-
eign ministry’s statement:

1- The countries whose irresponsible
interferences have undermined security
and led to war and terrorism and have
violated national sovereignty of their
neighbors are not in the position to ad-
vise others not to mediate in regional af-
fairs.

The volatile and unstable situation

in Syria, Yemen, Bahrain, Iraq and Libya
have been caused by interferences of the
countries gathered in Riyadh and seek to
compensate for their failed policies by
blaming others.

2-These countries make umlatera\ re-
sponse to efforts being made to liberate
Aleppo from the terrorist groups whose
crimes have created the worst humani-
tarian situation for the Syrians. The inter-

national community is required to make
efforts in line with stopping genocide and
crimes against humanity.

3-The lIslamic Republic of Iran also
condemns the mentioned countries’
comments on Iran’s three islands (in the
Persian Gulf) and considers them as an
example of interference in other coun-
tries’ affairs.

4-In spite of these countries’ request
to establish relations with all countries
based on the UN Charter and interna-
tional law, Iran sees no honesty in the re-
quest and in the statement which is full of
accusations.

5-There is no good intention in the
statement’s comments on the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action and is a med-
dling in Iran’s legitimate defense capabil-
ities.

6-The Islamic Republic of Iran has
been the main architect of proposing a
Middle East without weapons of mass de-
struction and is ready to cooperate with
the above mentioned countries in line
with realizing the goal.

Leader outlines election guidelines, calls for transparency

=3 The announcement consists of 18 paragraphs
as follows:

1. Determining constituencies for parliamentary and
city council seats in commensurate with population in-
dexes and unavoidable exigencies in such a way that
paves the way for maximum electoral justice and peo-
ple’s understanding of candidates

2. Holding a two-stage parliamentary election if no
candidate secures a majority in first round

3. Making sure all candidate benefit from equal share
of election ads in TV channels, social media, and all oth-
er media outlets and public and state facilities

4. Delimiting the amount and type of expenditures
and legitimate and illegitimate sources, making sure of
candidates and political groups’ financial transparency
and announcing resources used to responsible entities,
applying a strict and accurate supervisory mechanism,
and clarifying how financial abuses

5. Barring mud-slinging, intimidation, bribery, decep-
tion, extrajudicial promises, and such actions as religious
and sectarian divisions which are against the national
security

6. Preventing candidates and political parties from
drawing upon foreigners’ backing and resources from
financial and advertising resources

7. Preventing electoral crimes and frauds and any other
sort of action which is against law, national interests, unity,
and security, and launching urgent and immediate investi-
gation into security, financial, and advertising crimes, par-
ticularly destructive actions against candidates

8. Promoting the public’s knowledge and awareness
and publicizing electoral norms and institutionaliz-
ing them in the public culture, defining regulations for
healthy political competition in a bid to increase turnout
and informed participation and help the people to select
the fittest candidate

9. Determining a framework for political parties and
groups and all real entities to act responsibly and legally
in elections and in line with the foundations and prin-

o

Leader says candidates have to
be as transparant as possible
in connection with financial

resources they use.

ciples of the Islamic Republic of Iran in such a way that
electoral competitions will result in informed participa-
tion in elections and trust in the (Islamic) establishment,
its stability as well as power

10. Promoting meritocracy and simultaneously paving
the way for the election of candidates in league with the
Islamic Republic of Iran through:

a) Determining criteria and general and specific can-
didacy qualifications in line with the Constitution with an
emphasis on scientific, physical efficiency, commitment to
Islam, the revolution, and the Islamic establishment, the
Constitution, commitment to the Velayat Fagih (Guard-
ianship of the Jurist) in particular, and ethical, economic
well-being

b) Initial evaluation of candidates during the registra-
tion stage via proper legal procedures

) Accurate vetting of candidates

d) Taking measures to facilitate candidacy of em-
ployed candidates

e) Defining and announcing criteria and qualifications

so as for the Guardian Council to differentiate political,
religious, and tactful candidates

11. The Guardian Council's supervision over process-
es, dimensions, and stages of presidential, parliamen-
tary, and Assembly of Experts for Leadership elections,
including having the final say in vetting candidates, look-
ing into complains, confirming or rejecting elections, and
attracting maximum participation via:

f) Determining transparent, scheduled, and reassur-
ing mechanisms, and paving the way for candidates or
their representatives to participate in all stages

g) Providing written explanation on why elections are
called annulled as well as on why candidates are denied
upon receiving any requests for reconsideration

12. Benefitting from modern technologies to maxi-
mize transparency, pace, and authenticity of vote count-
ing and final announcement of voting results

13. Working out a mechanism for candidates to per-
form their duties in the best way possible, observe their
oath of allegiance, and prevent financial, ethical, and
economic abuses

14. Relative stability of electoral regulations within the
general electoral policies and avoiding changes unless
in necessary cases and approval from at least two thirds
of lawmakers

15. Making sure of and preserving the freedom and
health of elections as well as individuals’ right in law-
making

16. Barring armed forces, three branches of the
government, including ministries and their affiliates,
all intelligence and security entities, organizations,
state-run companies and public institutes from join-
ing political factions and groups and supporting
candidates

17. Staging presidential, parliamentary, Assembly of
Experts for Leadership and city and village council elec-
tions by the Interior Ministry

18. Setting a date for elections and making sure there
is an interval of nearly two years between elections

Iran condemns deadly attack on Ashura mourners in Baghdad

. TEHRAN — Irani-

an Foreign  Ministry

semi asserted.
Iran also hopes that the “despicable”

the international community support the
Iragi people and government in these

spokesman Bahram Qassemi on Satur-
day condemned a suicide terrorist attack
against Ashura mourners in the Iragi cap-
ital Baghdad which left over 32 people
dead.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran will stand
beside the Iragi government and people
till the terrorists are fully defeated,” Qas-

phenomenon of terrorism would "be
eradicated from the region” through the
“Iragi people’s unity and integrity’ he
added.

He also said “joint cooperation” is
needed in fighting terrorism and Takfiri
groups.

Qassemi also said it is necessary that

hard days.

The suicide attack carried out on Sat-
urday on a tent with people taking part
in Ashura rituals, the martyrdom anniver-
sary of Imam Hussein, the grandson of
Prophet Muhammad.

ISIL claimed responsibility for the at-
tack.

Israel obstacle to nuclear-free Mideast: Iran

. Gholam Hossein De-

sk hghani, Iran's deputy
permanent representative to the UN, said
on Friday that the Zionist regime of Israel
is the only obstacle in the way of estab-
lishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the
Middle East.

“The lIsraeli regime, which possesses
nuclear weapons, is the only obstacle in
the way of the establishment of this zone
and continues to block all international
and regional efforts to fulfill this goal,’ De-
hghani said during a speech at the First
Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly.

Following is full text of the speech
published by IRNA:

In the Name of God, the Most Com-
passionate, the Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

| would like to express my warmest
congratulations on your election to the
Chairmanship of this Committee and
assure you of the full cooperation of my
delegation. We are happy that this im-
portant committee is being held under
the guidance of a wise and experienced

diplomat from Algeria whose dedicated
service to the cause of disarmament is
well-known.

My delegation associates itself with
the statement made by Indonesia on be-
half of the Non-Aligned Movement.

We seriously follow the debates on is-
sues on the agenda of this Committee,
as they deal with the most important
common goods of all nations, i.e. disar-
mament and international security. As our
detailed positions on disarmament issues
will be elaborated in thematic debates, |
will therefore focus only on certain issues
of particular importance to us.

Nuclear disarmament: the highest pri-
ority and unfulfilled obligation

Mr. Chairman,

Nuclear disarmament remains the
first and foremost priority in the dis-
armament and international security
agenda. The mere existence of nucle-

ar weapons is a source of threat and
distrust in international relations. They
undermine the Charter-based princi-
ple of equal right of all States to peace
and security and the foundations of
international humanitarian law. Nucle-
ar disarmament is a vital undertaking,
because the consequences of inaction
can be global catastrophe. Along with
reafirming commitment to nuclear dis-
armament, action and political will is
required to fulfill that objective.

Seven decades after the first use of
atomic weapons which created a hu-
manitarian disaster and killed more
than 200,000 people, there is no abso-
lute guarantee that such weapons will
not be used again. Thousands of them
that are associated with military strate-
gies and war plans, which contemplate
their use under certain circumstances,
continue to exist in the arsenals of nu-

Nuclear disarmament remains the first and
foremost priority in the disarmament and
international security agenda.

clear-weapon States and other posses-
sors.

That is because nuclear-weapon
States are not complying with their nu-
clear disarmament obligations. Almost
half a century after the conclusion of
the NPT under which all the States par-
ties have an explicit legal obligation to
achieve the total elimination of nuclear
weapons, the gap between that nom-
inal commitment and its implementa-
tion in practice is so wide. Upholding
the integrity and credibility of NPT de-
pends on the full implementation of all
the obligations therein, in particular on
nuclear disarmament.

Even more disappointing, contrary
to the commitment of nuclear-weapon
States to diminish the role of nuclear
weapons in their military doctrine, mul-
ti-billion-dollar programs for modern-
izing and replacing the nuclear arsenals
and developing new types of advanced
nuclear weapon systems are underway, in
particular in France, United Kingdom and
the United States.

(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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nombing Yemen Iuneral

The House of Saud regime has admitted
that it bombed a funeral in the Yemeni
capital that killed more than 140 people
last week after initially denying it.

A statement by a Saudi investigative
body said on Saturday the kingdom had
carried out the strike based on what it
called bad information.

Saudi warplanes attacked the hall
where people were attending a wake for
the father of Yemen's interior minister in
Sana'a last Saturday.

Saudi officials initially said their aircraft
had not carried out any attack on the
Yemeni capital that day.

But on Saturday, the Joint Incidents
Assessment Team (JIAT) said air opera-
tions officials failed to obtain approval for
the strike from commanders in a viola-
tion of protocol, according to the state-
ment carried by state news agency SPA.

"Because of non-compliance with coali-
tion rules of engagement and procedures,
and the issuing of incorrect information, a
coalition aircraft wrongly targeted the lo-
cation, resulting in civilian deaths and inju-
ries," it said. The JIAT called for a review of
rules of engagement and compensation
for the families of victims.

‘Appropriate action... must be taken
against those who caused the incident,
and... compensation must be offered to
the families of the victims," it said.

The death toll from the Saudi attack
was one of the largest in a single incident
since March 2015, when Riyadh began its
deadly military campaign in Yemen.

Sana'a Mayor Abdel Qader Hilal was
among the victims of the bombing.

The incident prompted global con-
demnations, with Human Rights Watch
denouncing the Saudi air raid as an ap-
parent war crime.

l Oman plane to evacuate wound-
ed from Yemen

Meanwhile, an Omani aircraft landed
in Sana'a on Saturday to evacuate 115
of the most seriously wounded from the
Saudi airstrike, a Yemeni official said.

Oman is the only Persian Gulf Arab
state that is not part of the so-called Sau-
di-led coalition against Yemen.

The Sanaa bombing was not the first
attack on civilians by Saudi warplanes
which have targeted busy markets,
schools, weddings and hospitals over the
past year, resulting in hundreds of deaths
and thousands of injuries.

The United Nations Security Council
has so far failed to agree on a statement
condemning the October 8 Saudi air-
strike.

The Omani aircraft also flew home to

Saudi hacks Iraqi Foreign

Ministry’s website

Irag’s Foreign Ministry says a Saudi Ara-
bian individual has hacked its website,
putting offensive, sectarian-charged
content on it.

Ministry spokesman Ahmad Jamal
announced the news on Saturday, say-
ing the ministry staff were trying to fix
the problem, according to the country’s
Arabic-language al-Sumaria TV net-
work.

The cyber-attack came only a day
after Irag's Foreign Ministry reacted
harshly to earlier remarks by the House
of Saud regime’s Adel al-Jubeir, who
had said Baghdad should not recruit
Iragi volunteer fighters known as al-Ha-
shad al-Sha'bi or Popular Mobilization
Units in its pending push to liberate
the northern city of Mosul from the Is-
lamic State in Irag and the Levant (ISIL/
Daesh) terrorist group.

The fighters have proven a pivotal

force in extricating the country from
the clutches of the terrorists, who have
been ravaging it since 2014.

The ministry called the remarks void
of any value and not even worthy of
Baghdad's attention.

After closing in on the city for sev-
eral months, Iragi forces on Thursday
started to take positions for the ulti-
mate push to free it. ISIL has declared
the city its so-called headquarters in
Irag.

Also, in a unilateral move, Saudi
Arabia has withdrawn its ambassador
to Baghdad Thamer al-Sabhan, naming
Abdulaziz al-Shammari as the king-
dom’s chargé d'affaires at its diplomatic
mission in the Iragi capital.

The move is regarded as a unilateral
downgrading of ties not yet recognized
by the Iragi government.

(Source: Press TV)

e s Sam e W . DT
Sana‘a the rebel negotiating team which
had been stranded in the sultanate's cap-
ital Muscat since the collapse of UN-bro-
kered peace talks in Kuwait in August
because of the air blockade, an AFP pho-
tographer reported.

M 60 Saudi mercs killed in convoy attack

In another event, Yemeni forces have
staged a retaliatory missile attack on a
military convoy in a border area locat-
ed in Saudi Arabia’s extreme south-
west, killing as many as 60 mercenaries,
the al-Masirah television reports.

The counterattack came on Friday
when Saudi military vehicles were travers-
ing a border passage in the Najran re-
gion, the television cited a Yemeni army
official as saying.

The channel, which aired the footage
of the incident, said the missile barrage

had also |nJured a great number of the
mercenaries and destroyed three of their
United States-made Abrams tanks and six
armored vehicles.

Yemen's military has been carrying out
tit-for-tat attacks against the gatherings of
Saudi mercenaries inside Yemen as well
as targets in Saudi Arabia’s southwest in
retaliation for Riyadh's military campaign
against the country.

On Monday, Yemeni army spokesman
Sharaf Lugman told Lebanon’s al-Manar
television that Yemeni forces were present
"20 kilometers inside the Saudi soil”

The war was launched in March 2015
to bring back to power a Saudi ally as
Yemen's president. More than 10,000
people have died in the war, according to
the United Nations.

(Source: agencies)

Poll: Trump narrows
Clinton's lead in New Hampshire

The United States Democrat presiden-
tial nominee Hillary Clinton holds a
small, 3-point lead over her Republican
rival Donald Trump in the swing state of
New Hampshire, a new poll released on
Friday shows.

The MassINC Polling Group/WBUR-
FM poll gives Clinton 41 percent sup-
port to Trump's 38 percent.

That's within the poll's margin of er-
ror of 4.4 percentage points. The same
poll had the Democratic nominee lead-
ing by 7 points last month, 42 percent
to 35.

Libertarian Gary Johnson has 11
percent of the vote, while Green Party
nominee Jill Stein has 3 percent.

The poll shows the third-party can-
didates may be drawing support from
the Democratic nominee. When those
surveyed had only Trump and Clinton to
choose from, Clinton had a 5-point lead

over Trump, 46 percent to 41 percent.

Granite State voters view Clinton
more favorably than Trump.

While 40 percent of likely voters
have a favorable opinion of Clinton,
only 34 percent have a favorable view
of the Republican nominee.

Still, 54 percent view Clinton unfa-
vorably, and 60 percent view Trump
unfavorably.

The poll also shows a tight race for
one of New Hampshire's Senate seats.

Incumbent Sen. Kelly Ayotte (R) and
Gov. Maggie Hassan (D) are tied at 47
percent support.

The race is viewed as a toss-up that
could play a role in whether Republi-
cans maintain control of the Senate af-
ter November.

The poll was conducted from Oct. 10
to 12 among 501 likely voters.

(Source: The Hill)

Russia envoy: Tensions with U. S are probably worst since 1973

Russia's United Nations ambassador said that tensions
with the United States are probably the worst since the
1973 Mideast war.

But Vitaly Churkin said on Friday that Cold War rela-
tions between the Soviet Union and Russia more than 40
years ago were different than U.S.-Russia relations today.

“The general situation | think is pretty bad at this
point, probably the worst ... since 1973," he said.

Churkin said that "even though we have serious fric-
tions, differences like Syria, we continue to work on other
issues ... and sometimes quite well”

That wasn't the case generally during the Cold War.

When Egypt and Syria launched a surprise attack
against Israel on the holiest day in the Jewish calendar in
1973, the Mideast was thrown into turmoil. And accord-
ing to historians, the threat of war between the Soviet
Union, which backed the Arabs, and the United States,
Israel's closest ally, was the highest since the 1962 Cuban
missile crisis.

Churkin said there are “a string of things” that have
brought U.S.-Russian relations to their current low
point.

“It's kind of a fundamental lack of respect and lack of
in-depth discussions” on political issues, he said.

Churkin pointed to the U.S. and NATO (North Atlantic
Treaty Organization) deciding to build their security “at

-
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the expense of Russia” by accepting many East European
nations formerly in the Soviet bloc as NATO members,
and the United States pullout from the Anti-Ballistic Mis-
sile Treaty in 2001. One of “the greatest provocations”
during President George W. Bush's administration was
the 2008 NATO summit, which decided that Ukraine and
Georgia should become NATO members, he said.

Most important, he said, was the conflict that erupted
in eastern Ukraine in April 2014, weeks after a former
Moscow-friendly Ukrainian president was chased from
power by massive protests. Churkin called it “a coup”
supported by the United States. Soon after, Russia an-
nexed Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula, which has led to
Western sanctions against Moscow.

A
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Ties between Washington and Moscow have dete-
riorated further in the past month after the collapse of a
cease-fire in Syria and intensified bombing on Aleppo by
Syrian and Russian aircraft, and U.S. accusations that Russia
is meddling in the U.S. presidential election next month.

By contrast, Churkin pointed to agreements in the UN
Security Council in recent years supported by Moscow
and Washington, even on Syria — allowing cross-border
aid deliveries without government approval and estab-
lishing a team of experts to determine responsibility for
chemical weapons attacks in the country. He also cited
council resolutions to combat terrorism.

The United States and Russia were also key players
in last year's nuclear agreement with Iran, and last week
they agreed on the Security Council's nomination of
former Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Guterres as
the next UN secretary-general, which Churkin said was
“maybe the best success of the Security Council in the
last five years! Guterres was elected by acclamation on
Thursday by the General Assembly. Chukin said Russia
would like to normalize relations with the United States.

“If the change of administration is going to help, that's
fine," he said. But even if President Barack Obama stayed
for another term, which he is barred from doing, "we
would be pushed to trying to get back to normal in our
relations!” (Source: AP)

Egyptian jets strike militants in restive Sinai after deadly attack

Egypt has launched airstrikes against Tak-
firi militants in the country’s restive Sinai
Peninsula, a day after the Islamic State in
Irag and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorists
attacked a security checkpoint in the area
and shot 12 soldiers dead.

The military announced in a televised
statement that its fighter jets had carried
out a string of aerial attacks in the area on

Saturday morning based on intelligence
and in coordination with local residents.

The statement said the airstrikes lasted
for three hours, and a number of terrorists
responsible for the checkpoint attack were
killed. Seven sport utility vehicles used by
the terrorists were destroyed as well.

It further said that operations against the
terrorists were going on in North Sinai.

On Friday, 12 soldiers lost their lives
and six others sustained injuries when ISIL
terrorists attacked a security checkpoint
near the town of Bir el-Abd.

A military statement later said 15
assailants had also been killed and an
unspecified number of others wounded
in an ensuring gun battle with the ter-
rorists.

A state of emergency, declared in
the Sinai Peninsula in October 2014, has
been extended numerous times since
then. The measure, which has restrict-
ed residents’ movements and affected
businesses, was adopted following a
deadly terrorist attack that claimed the
lives of 33 soldiers.

(Source: Press TV)
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Syria is top priority:
Guterres

Newly appointed United Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres told FRANCE 24 on Saturday that resolving Syria’s
five-and-a-half-year civil war would be his top priority.

This war "became not only a tragedy for the Syrian peo-
ple, but a big threat for the stability of the region, and a
threat to the security of everybody everywhere”, the former
UN high commissioner for refugees said in the exclusive in-
terview. "It is in everybody's interests to come together and
put an end to this war’

Guterres, who was Portuguese prime minister from 1995 to
2002, will take over from current UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon at the beginning of January 2017. He will become the
ninth UN chief in the world organization’s 71-year history.

Asked what influence he could wield to restore peace in Syr-
ia, Guterres said he was aware of the challenges the UN faces,
but warned that he was not becoming “the leader of the world”
and that the position required a “humble” approach.

The secretary-general "must work as a convener, facilita-
tor, as a mediator, as a bridge builder, an honest broker and
try to bring people together”, he told FRANCE 24.

Warning that “we are witnessing a multiplication of new
conflicts..with links to global terrorism”, Guterres said he
aimed to persuade people to “engage in a surge of diplo-
macy for peace”.

Guterres was elected to his new position at the UN head-
quarters in New York on Thursday.

Secretary-General Ban, recalling Guterres' decade as the
UN's refugee chief told the assembly that his successor was
"best known where it counts most, on the front lines of armed
conflict and humanitarian suffering”. (Source: France 24)

Putin rejects accusations
of meddling in U.S. election

Russian President Vladimir Putin insisted on Wednesday his
country was not involved in an effort to influence the Unit-
ed States presidential election even as WikiLeaks released
another trove of internal documents from Hillary Clinton’s
campaign.

Last week, the U.S. government formally accused Russia
of launching a hacking campaign to “interfere with the U.S.
election process”

Clinton’s campaign, which has charged the Kremlin is try-
ing to help Republican Donald Trump win the White House
on Nov. 8, took its allegations a step further on Tuesday when
John Podesta, chairman of the Democratic nominee’s cam-
paign, accused the Trump campaign of colluding with Russia.

At events in Florida, Trump said he had nothing to do with
Putin or Russia.

‘| promise you, | don't have any business deals with Rus-
sia," Trump said at a rally in Lakeland.

In Moscow, Putin said nothing in the hacking scandal is in
Russia’s interests and accused all sides in the U.S. presidential
campaign of misusing rhetoric about Russia for their own
purposes.

“They started this hysteria, saying this (hacking) is in Rus-
sia’s interests, but this has nothing to do with Russia’s inter-
ests,” Putin told a business forum.

Putin said his government would work with whoever won
the U.S. election, "if, of course, the new U.S. leader wishes to
work with our country”

Trump escalated his attacks on U.S. House of Representa-
tives Speaker Paul Ryan on Wednesday, deepening a fracture
in the Republican Party. Clinton, a former secretary of state,
has repeatedly accused Trump of having overly friendly ties
with Putin and Russia.

During a presidential debate on Sunday, Trump publicly
disagreed with his own vice presidential choice, Mike Pence,
who had called for a more hawkish approach toward Russia.

At that debate, Trump questioned whether Russia was be-
hind the hacks, as the U.S. government has asserted. And on
Wednesday, during a rally in Ocala, Florida, Trump echoed
those remarks.

“Have you ever noticed, anything that goes wrong they
blame Russia?” Trump told the crowd. "They always blame
Russia and then they says Donald Trump is friends . . . | don't
know Putin, folks. What the hell do I have to do with Putin?”

Trump has said that as president he would seek warmer
relations with Russia and that it would be in the United States'
best interests to seek Russia's help to defeat the Islamic State
in Irag and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group.

(Source: Reuters)
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Iran’s shipping line ranks
19th globally

INIELITIRY TEHRAN — The Islamic Republic of Iran

e s Kk Shipping Lines (IRISL) ranks 19th among
the world's international shipping lines according to the lat-
est report released by Clarksons Research’s Container Intel-
ligence Monthly, Tasnim news agency reported on Saturday.

" RISLINES

IRISL currently has the capacity of 92,674 twenty-foot-
equivalent unit (TEU), the report says.

Container Intelligence Monthly tracks developments in
the container shipping market, providing easy access to the
data required by busy executives in the container industry.

Iranian trade delegation
to embark for Kenya in
late Oct.

. TEHRAN — Irans Trade Promotion Or-

sk ganization (TPO) will dispatch a trade del-
egation to Kenya on October 30 in order to expand Iranian
exports of commodities and services and also visit the Big 5
Construct East Africa Exhibition in Nairobi, the capital city of
Kenya, the official website of TPO reported.

During their six-day stay, the delegates are scheduled to
meet Kenyan economic and trade officials, hold meetings with
Iran’s ambassador as well as commercial attaché in the East Af-
rican country, hold B2B match meetings with the Kenyan trad-
ers and businessmen, hold meeting with one of the Kenyan
banks, investigate the market of Kenya and hold meeting with
the members of Iranians Trade Council in the African country.

Royan welcomes foreign
investment in tourism sector

. TEHRAN — Royan, a coastal city in the Ira-
sk nian northern province of Mazandaran, wel-
comes fore|gn investors to participate in its tourism projects.

Addressing a press conference on October 10, Ahmad Ta-
vakoli, the mayor of Royan, referred to noticeable tourist attrac-
tions of the city such as Caspian Hyrcanian forests and Alborz
mountain range, which have laid the groundwork for the devel-
opment of tourism.

He said many international hotel groups including Rotana
Hotel Management Corporation in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Accor Hotels in France, Melid Hotels International in
Spain, and Steigenberger Hotels in Germany are currently in a
rush to enter the Iranian growing tourism sector and Royan is
completely prepared to cooperate with them.

During the same conference, Kambakhsh Salarian, the chair-
man of Royan Islamic City Council, announced that coastal
and marine tourism (CMT) will be launched soon in the city.

“We are currently negotiating with a Turkish company to de-
velop CMT in Royan,” he added.

B ‘Mazandaran apt to be a regional tourism hub’

In a separate press conference on developing tourism in
Mazandaran, Mohammad Khandag-Abadi, a tourism offi-
cial of the province, noted that regarding its great potentials,
Mazandaran can be turned into a tourism hub in the region.

“Tourists from the Persian Gulf countries are very interested in
visiting this region and we are negotiating with these countries in
this regard,” he added.

U.S. fiscal year budget
deficit widens to $587b

The U.S. budget deficit widened to $587 billion for the fiscal year
2016 on slower-than-expected revenues and higher spending for
programs including Social Security and Medicare, the Treasury De-
partment said on Friday.

The 2016 deficit increased to 3.2 percent of gross domestic
product.

It was the first time the deficit increased in relation to economic
output since 2009, according to figures from the Congressional
Budget Office. That year, the deficit peaked at $1.4 trillion amid the
financial crisis.

Last fiscal year's deficit was $439 billion, with a deficit-to-GDP
ratio of 2.5 percent. Accounting for calendar adjustments, the 2016
fiscal year deficit was $548 billion.

Fiscal 2016 revenues grew 1 percent to $3.267 trillion, while out-
lays rose 5 percent to $3.854 trillion.

Revenue growth was reduced by the retroactive extension of
some expired individual and corporate tax deductions passed by
Congress as part of the Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes (PATH)
Act late last year, Treasury said.

With an aging population, mandatory spending for Social Secu-
rity and Medicare, the federal retirement and healthcare programs
for the elderly, have increased.

For September, the Treasury posted a $33 billion budget surplus,
a 63 percent decline from the same month last year.

Analysts polled by Reuters had expected a $25 billion surplus
for last month.

When accounting for calendar adjustments, September would
have shown a $75 billion surplus compared with an adjusted $91
billion surplus in the same month a year ago.

Receipts last month totaled $357 billion, a 2 percent decline
from September 2015, while outlays stood at $323 billion, an 18
percent rise from the same month a year ago.

(Source: Reuters)
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Iran targeting a diverse market
TPO head

‘In some sectors export is not con-
sidered as a priority, so the National
Exports Day is set to highlight the im-
portance of exports in the country’s
economy,” he noted.

Elsewhere in his remarks the offi-
cial mentioned the criteria for select-
ing country's top exporters and said
"Our first yardstick is the quantity, while
continuous exports, technical skills and
expertise, international advertisements
and etc. are also considered in making
the choice”

M ‘Bilateral trade, Iran’s priority’

Addressing the current economic
position of Iran among the world’s
countries, Khosrotaj said “Within the
framework of the country’s policies we
need to have appropriate interaction
with all countries around the world.
After the Islamic Revolution, we have
boosted trade with OIC (Organization
of Islamic Countries) and applied the
same strategy with the non-aligned
countries”

"With the West sanctions imposed
on the country the situation changed
and we lost most of our markets, and

- - -
now again in the post-sanctions era we
plan to have an ideal presence in the
world’s trade, he added.

B ’‘Banking issues most impor-
tant post-JCPOA challenge’

Explaining the main obstacles im-
peding Iran reaching its full potentials
in trade with Europe, the head of Iran’'s

-

TPO said ‘After lifting of the sanctions
European countries have shown great
interest in investment in Iran and trade
with the country but still the main ob-
stacle and challenge that Iran is facing
in trade and exports is ‘banking issues'”

“West claims that Iran does not have
the necessary banking standards, but we

believe it is not true and European banks
must support trade with Iran,” he added.

The deputy minister further empha-
sized that there is no problem regarding
Iran's access to European airports and
shipping ports and “banking” is the only
obstacle.

M ‘50 countries identified as tar-
get markets’

Asked about the potential target
destinations for Iranian commodities
the deputy minister said that based on
research and gathered information, so
far 50 countries which have ideal ca-
pacities and potentials for trade are
identified as target markets.

He also mentioned holding exhibi-
tions and exchanging trade delega-
tions, holding joint committee meet-
ings and establishing free trade zones
as some of the government’s plans for
boosting the country’s exports level.

“China, Japan, the UAE, Iraq, Turkey,
South Korea, India, Afghanistan, Paki-
stan, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Oman,
Italy, Germany, Spain, Taiwan, Armenia,
Thailand, Syria and Egypt are among
the destinations of Iranian goods,” he
noted.

Irish sheepmeat exports to Iran given the green light

Irish sheepmeat exporters can now ship
sheepmeat to Iran following an agreement
with the relevant Iranian authorities.

The decision was welcomed by the
Minister for Agriculture, Michael Creed,
who said it was a direct outcome of the
agri-food trade mission to Iran in April,
when negotiations took place between
the Department of Agriculture and Iranian
authorities.

"Ttis also an issue which I raised directly
in bilateral meetings with the Iranian Am-
bassador to Ireland, His Excellency Mr. Ja-
vad Kachoueian.

‘I am delighted to see yet another
third country market open for Irish meat
products, particularly for the sheep sector
which T am very keen to see develop fur-
ther and deliver more for all levels in that
sector’ he said.

The agreement means that Ireland now
enjoys access for both beef and sheep-
meat to Iran and this could be beneficial to
Irish farmers as Iran is the second largest
consumer market in the Middle East and
North Africa.

In total, the Middle Eastern state has
around 80m consumers and economic

growth is expected to intensify following
the recent easing of economic sanctions.

Minister Creed also said that the search
for new and third country markets is a top
priority for his Department and he is fully
committed to ensuring that Irish meat ex-
ports have access to as many international
markets as possible.

“This search for new markets for Irish
food and drink has taken on an added
urgency in the context of the challenges
posed by possible upcoming UK exit from
the European Union.

"Today’s announcement on Iran is an-

other example of achieving the market ac-
cess goals in the Food Wise 2025 strategy.

“We have already had a very success-
ful trade mission to four Asian Countries
in recent weeks and I expect to be mak-
ing further announcements on upcoming
trade missions in the near future.

"My Department, led by the Market Ac-
cess unit, will continue to work closely with
Bord Bia, the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade and Irish exporters to con-
tinue to seek new markets for our exports;”
he said.

(Source: agriland.ie)

Britain’s $1.8t bond market ensnared in Brexit battle

The prospect of a messy divorce between
the U.K. and the European Union threatens
to overwhelm support for nation’s bonds
from the Bank of England’s asset purchases.

Gilts have been the worst performers in
the developed world this month as a slid-
ing currency pushed investors’ expectations
for consumer-price growth to a more than
two-year high. Still, with the BOE having
committed in August to buying 60 bil-
lion pounds ($73 billion) of bonds over six
months that move pales in comparison to
the currency’s 18 percent drop since Brexit.

Despite the BOE's support, the danger
signs for gilts are mounting. Bets that infla-
tion may stay the central bank’s hand have
seen traders remove wagers on interest-
rate cuts all the way through 2017. On top
of that, should Prime Minister Theresa May's
government purse a departure from the EU
that deprives the country of tariff-free ac-
cess to the single market, it may create an
even more toxic environment for bonds,
boosting prices for domestic producers
while hurting exporters’ prospects.

With the government eyeing fiscal stim-
ulus to support growth, a dramatic increase
in funding costs may ultimately prove a
more serious problem than the currency’s
weakness.

"U.K. government bonds are among the
most vulnerable assets,” said Alberto Gallo,
London-based head of macro strategies
at Algebris Investments LLR which over-
sees $5.2 billion. “They are at these levels
because the BOE s still buying them, but

Volkswagen to

\ pay $175mto USS.
lawyers suing over
emissions

W

Volkswagen AG (VOWG_p.DE),
step to move past its costly diesel emissions
cheating scandal, has agreed to pay $175 mil-
lion to U.S. lawyers suing the German automak-
er on behalf of the owners of 475,000 polluting
vehicles, two people briefed on the agreement

said.

In August, the lawyers in the class action liti-
gation sought up to $332.5 million in fees and
costs for their work in a $10 billion settlement
that gives U.S. owners of 2.0 liter polluting cars
the ability to sell back their vehicles to Volkswa-

gen (VW).

Surging inflation expectations on weak pound point to losses ahead

MUK Breakeven 10 Year (L1} MBritish Pound Spot (R1)

Percentage Points

that's an artificial level. With sterling declin-
ing more and more, the BOE will be under
pressure from inflation”” Algebris has a short
position on gilts, Gallo said, meaning a bet
the assets will decline.

The yield on UK. 10-year gilts rose 13
basis points, or 0.13 percentage point, this
week, adding to a 22 basis-point increase
in the previous five days. It jumped to 1.15
percent on Friday, the highest since the
June 23 referendum. Yields touched a re-
cord-low 0.5 percent in August, and were
as high as 1.99 percent on the last day of
2015.

B World's worst

Gilts lost 2.3 percent in October through
Thursday, the biggest decline among sov-
ereign markets tracked by the Bloomberg
World Bond Indexes.

in another

of this year.

Rosneft, Trafigura
“J to buy 98% stake in
Essar oil for $13b

Essar Group, controlled by India’s billionaire Ruia
brothers, signed binding agreements to sell a com-
bined 98 percent stake in its refinery unit to Rus-
sian energy giant Rosneft PJSC and a consortium of
Trafigura and United Capital Partners.

The Indian conglomerate agreed to sell 49
percent each of Essar Oil Ltd. to Rosneft and the
consortium for an enterprise value of 728 billion
rupees ($10.9 billion), Essar said in a statement on
Saturday. The all-cash deal includes India’s second-
largest refinery at Vadinar, and another $2 billion
will be paid for a port terminal that helps feed the
refinery. All approvals are expected before the end

"1 get the sense that the market has got
fairly numb to these kind of gilt moves over
the last few months” said Mike Riddell, a
London-based debt-fund manager at Alli-
anz Global Investors, which oversees about
$520 billion. “Most people are attributing
it to a lower pound and therefore higher
inflation, which T think is only partly true.
Sterling and gilts have been hit hard by
Theresa May's comments on the likelihood
of 'hard Brexit’ and the lack of visibility that
this brings, plus the prospect of more fiscal
stimulus!

It's a fall from grace for a market that
investors looked to as a haven during the
euro-area’s sovereign debt crisis. Back then,
investors were attracted by the U .K’s relative
political and economic calm at a time when
concern that its neighbors’ debt loads had
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reached unsustainable levels was bringing
into question the existence of the euro, top-
pling governments and forcing some coun-
tries to seek bailouts.

M Standing out

Now it's the UK. standing out for the
wrong reasons, with the pound’s decline
making headlines and filtering through to
the real economy in the form of disputes
between supermarkets and suppliers. Ster-
ling’s slide versus the dollar since the June
23 vote is also threatening to erode the
value of the fixed returns on the nation’s
bonds, particular for international investors.

In addition to the inflation outlook,
doubts about BOE Governor Mark Carney’s
ability to extend quantitative easing were
reinforced at the Conservative Party con-
ference, where Prime Minister Theresa May
said ultra-loose monetary policies helped
to widen inequality. The central bank has
been buying gilts since August, with initial
concerns over potential scarcity fading as
the outlook for inflation picked up.

"If you look at break-even rates, they've
already jumped quite a bit" said Vatsala
Datta, a rates strategist at Royal Bank of
Canada in London. "One of the factors is
doubts about how prominent QE is going
to be. If the market expects that QE is not
going to be the main policy tool and the
baton is going to be picked up by fiscal
policy, then technically youd have one of
the buyers of nominal gilts out of the mar-
ket”

(source: Bloomberg)

Libya's $1.2bn claim
against Goldman

. Sachs thrown out
AF
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The London High Court has dismissed a
$1.2bn (£840m) claim against US investment
bank Goldman Sachs over Libya's sovereign
wealth fund.

The Libyan Investment Authority (LIA) was
looking to recoup funds it said had been lost
through nine disputed trades conducted in

The Libyans said the bank had taken ad-
vantage of its lack of financial savvy, exerting
“undue influence”.

Goldman Sachs told the court he claims
were without merit.
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The U.S. election and the world
By Nabil Fahmy

dency, Donald Trump, is clearly not the GOP establish-

ment’s first choice. Even this close to the November 8
election, more than a few prominent Republicans refuse to en-
dorse him, and it goes without saying that Democrats loathe
him. He won his party’s nomination because he was by far the
most popular choice among Republican primary voters.

On the other hand, the centrist Democratic candidate,
Hillary Clinton, is clearly an establishment candidate. Still, to
clinch her party’s nomination, she had to combat a strong
challenge from Senator Bernie Sanders, a declared socialist
whose political leanings are far left of hers, and whose mes-
sage resonated particularly among younger primary voters.

The Trump and Sanders phenomena suggest that Ameri-
can voters are uncomfortable with traditional political choic-
es. According to recent polls, Trump and Clinton are running
within 5% of each other, and both have historically high unfa-
vorable ratings. Regardless of who wins, Americans will most
likely elect their next president not because they like their
choice, but because they dislike the alternative.

M Opponent's character flaws

So far, the two candidates seem to be focusing less on
policy alternatives and more on their opponent’s character
flaws: the Clinton campaign describes Trump as lacking the
appropriate temperament, knowledge, and experience to
be president, and the Trump campaign portrays Clinton as a
corrupt political opportunist.

Americans alone will determine the election result, but
they should remember that a concerned and perplexed
world is watching. For outside observers, the paramount
question is not who will be elected, but whether the United
States will be an effective global leader in the years to come.

Many countries are justifiably worried that a Trump ad-
ministration would not appreciate the complexity of global is-
sues, and would recklessly disrupt existing strategic alliances.
At the same time, regardless of who wins, many countries
also fear American inaction.

The Republican Party’s candidate for the American presi-
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The coming battle for

The coming battle to retake Mosul in
northern Irag could be a turning point in
the American-led fight against the Islamic
State (ISIL). The city is the terrorist group's
stronghold in that country and critical to
its claim to having established a caliphate.

For two years the Islamic State, or ISIL,
has exercised total authority over Mo-
sul's inhabitants and subjected many of
them to brutal treatment. If, as the allies
expect, Mosul is soon liberated, ISIL will
suffer a huge blow.

B A comprehensive post-battle
arrangement

But what happens next? Despite
months of planning by the United States,
the Iragi government and their partners,
much could go wrong. A comprehensive
post-battle arrangement for governing
the city has yet to be worked out, mean-
ing that even the best-executed military
operation could unleash new tensions.
It is also not clear whether the allies are
prepared to handle the humanitarian
needs of hundreds of thousands of civil-
ians who might flee the fighting.

If, as the allies expect, Mosul is soon liberated,
ISIL will suffer a huge blow.

The one lesson America should have
learned in Iragq and Afghanistan over the
last 15 years is that unless governments
reduce corruption, calm sectarian divi-
sions, integrate all groups into the po-
litical process and deliver services to their
citizens, extremists are sure to rise again.

The current Iragi prime minister, Haid-
er al-Abadi, has tried to be more inclu-
sive. But old resentments linger whose
anger at being largely excluded from
governance contributed to the rise of the
Islamic State.

These forces are in play in Mosul, a
Sunni-majority city that some Sunnis
say should be granted more autonomy
from the central government once ISIL
is pushed out. For that reason, some
experts have argued that the attempted
liberation of Mosul should be delayed
until governance and other issues are
addressed.

B The American-Iraqi coalition

The counterargument is that delay-
ing the battle for Mosul would carry its
own risks. American officials say that af-
ter recent victories in retaking Ramadi,
Falluia and other towns from ISIL, the
American-Iragi coalition has momentum.
Meanwhile, ISIL — knowing something is
coming — has stepped up its abuse of
the local population and strengthened its
defenses. Obama also does not want to
leave the operation to his successor.

The Americans and Iragis have made
some attempt to improve governance
by assigning advisers to bolster the weak
governor in Nineveh Province, where
Mosul is located. As for the threat of mass
displacement, the hope is that residents
will stay put and help secure the city once
ISIL is routed. Nevertheless, American,
Iragi and United Nations officials have
planned for a worst-case outcome — in

Al MARAL
HOTEL

Proudly introduces the First class luxurious
hotel apartment located in the heart of the ci
Tehran. The newly constructed section has an
enormous segments of rooms with all the,
amenities, Experience the TAJ MAHAL
advantage & Hospitality 24/7,

TAJ MAHAL INDIAN RESTAURANT

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL

Mosul

which 750,000 or more people flee the
fighting — by setting aside $2 billion and
preparing emergency sites where civilians
can live until it is safe to return.

The Americans have already negoti-
ated an elaborate battlefield plan with
the Iraqis that is designed in part to avoid
more sectarian conflict. The best Ameri-
can-trained Iragi counterterrorism forces,
backed by some army units, federal po-
lice and American air power, will make
the assault on Mosul. Post-battle security
is being assigned to thousands of local
police officers and tribal fighters.

There s a lot riding on a victory against
ISIL — for the civilians suffering under the
terrorists’ rule; for Abadi, Irag’s embattled
leader; and for Obama, whose regional
credibility has been damaged by his deci-
sion not to intervene directly in Syria. But
retaking Mosul may be the easier part
of an operation whose ultimate success
will depend on putting in place effective
long-term plans for maintaining stability
and rebuilding a shattered city.

(Source: The NYT)
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Mollasadra Ave., Vanak Sq. Tehran - Iran
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By Conn Hallinan

hile the mainstream media fo-
cuses on losers and winners in
the race between Hillary Clinton

and Donald Trump, a largely unreported
debate is going on over the future course
of U.S. diplomacy. Its outcome will have a
profound effect on how Washington pro-
jects power—both diplomatic and mili-
tary—in the coming decade.

The issues at stake are hardly abstract.
The United States is currently engaged
in active wars in Afghanistan, Irag, Syr-
ia, Yemen, and Somalia. It has deployed
troops on the Russian border, played
push —and-shove with China in Asia, and
greatly extended its military footprint on
the African continent. It would not be
an exaggeration to say—as former U.S.
Secretary of Defense William Perry has
recently done—that the world is a more
dangerous place today than it was dur-
ing darkest times of the Cold War.

Tracking the outlines of this argument
is not easy, in part because the partici-
pants are not always forthcoming about
what they are proposing, in part because
the media oversimplifies the issues. In its
broadest framework, “realists” represent-
ed by former National Security Advisor
Henry Kissinger, Harvard’'s Steven Walt,
and University of Chicago’s John Mear-
sheimer have squared off against "hu-
manitarian interventionists” like current
UN Ambassador Samantha Power. Given
that Power is a key advisor to the Oba-
ma administration on foreign policy and
is likely to play a similar role if Clinton is
elected, her views carry weight.

In a recent essay in the New York Re-
view of Books, Power asks, "How is a
statesman to advance his nation’s inter-
ests?” She begins by hijacking the realist
position that U.S. diplomacy must reflect
“national interests,” arguing that they are
indistinguishable from “moral values.”
What happens to people in other coun-
tries, she argues, is in our "national se-
curity.”

Power—along with Clinton and former
President Bill Clinton—has long been an
advocate for “humanitarian interven-
tion,” behind which the United States
intervened in the Yugoslav civil war. Hu-
manitarian intervention has since been
formalized into “Responsibility to Pro-
tect/” or R2R and was the rationale for
overthrowing Muammar Gaddafi in Lib-
ya. Hillary Clinton has argued forcibly for
applying R2P to Syria by setting up "no-
fly zones” to block Syrian and Russian
planes from bombing insurgents and the
civilians under their control.

U.S. Diplomacy:
A Dangerous Proposal

Samantha Power is suggesting that the United States elevate R2P to the level
of national security, which sounds uncomfortably like an argument for U.S.
intervention in any place that doesn’t emulate the American system.

Russian intervention from its own peo-
ple. Were the Russian media to report
on the situation in Ukraine, she writes,
“many Russians might well oppose” the
conflict.

Power presents no evidence for this
statement because none exists. Regard-
less of what one thinks of Moscow's role
in Ukraine, the vast majority of Russians
are not only aware of it, but overwhelm-
ingly support President Vladimir Putin
on the issue. From the average Russian’s
point of view, NATO has been steadi-
ly marching eastwards since the end of
the Yugoslav war. It is Americans who are
deployed in the Baltic and Poland, not
Russians gathering on the borders of
Canada and Mexico. Russians are a tad
sensitive about their borders, given the

It would not be an exaggeration to say—as former
U.S. Secretary of Defense William Perry has
recently done—that the world is a more dangerous
place today than it was during darkest times of the
Cold War.

But Power is proposing something dif-
ferent than humanitarian intervention.
She is suggesting that the United States
elevate R2P to the level of national se-
curity, which sounds uncomfortably like
an argument for U.S. intervention in any
place that doesn’t emulate the American
system.

M Facing Off against the Kremlin

Most telling is her choice of examples:
Russia, China, and Venezuela, all current-
ly in Washington’s crosshairs. Of these,
she spends the most time on Moscow
and the current crisis in Ukraine, where
she accuses the Russians of weakening a
“core independent norm” by supporting
insurgents in Ukraine's east, “lopping off
part of a neighboring country” by seiz-
ing Crimea, and suppressing the news of

tens of millions they lost in World War I,
something of which Power seems obliv-
ious.

What Power seems incapable of doing
is seeing how countries like China and
Russia view the United States. That point
of view is an essential skill in international
diplomacy, because it is how one deter-
mines whether or not an opponent poses
a serious threat to one’s national security.

Is Russia—as President Obama re-
cently told the UN—really "attempting
to recover lost glory through force,” or
is Moscow reacting to what it perceives
as a threat to its own national security?
Russia did not intervene in Ukraine un-
til the United States and its NATO allies
supported the coup against the Presi-
dent Viktor Yanukovych government and

Is the United States on the verge of enshrining
humanitarian intervention as a bedrock principle
of foreign policy?

ditched an agreement that had been
hammered out among the European Un-
ion, Moscow, and the United States to
peacefully resolve the crisis.

Power argues that there was no coup,
but U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Vic-
toria Nuland and the U.S. Ambassador to
the Ukraine, Geoffrey Pyatt were caught
on tape talking about how to "mid-wife”
the takeover and choose the person they
wanted to put in place.

As for “lopping off” Crimea, Power had
no problem with the United States and
NATO “lopping off” Kosovo from Serbia
in the Yugoslav War. In both cases local
populations—in Crimea by 96 percent—
supported the takeovers.

Understanding how other countries
see the world does not mean one need
agree with them, but there is nothing in
Moscow's actions that suggests that it
is trying to re-establish an "empire,” as
Obama characterized its behavior in his
recent speech to the UN. When Hillary
Clinton compared Putin to Hitler, she
equated Russia with Nazi Germany, which
certainly posed an existential threat to
our national security. But does anyone
think that comparison is valid? In 1939,
Germany was the most powerful country
in Europe with a massive military. Rus-
sia has the 11th largest economy in the
world, trailing even France, Germany, the
United Kingdom, Italy, and Brazil. Turkey
has a larger army.

Power’s view of what is good for the
Russian people is a case in point. Al-
though one can hardly admire the oli-
garchy that dominates Russia—and the
last election would seem to indicate con-
siderable voter apathy in the country’s
urban centers—the “liberals” Power is
so enamored with were the people who
instituted the economic “shock therapy”
in the 1990s that impoverished tens of
millions of people and brought about a
calamitous drop in life expectancy. That
track record is unlikely to get one elect-
ed. In any case, Americans are hardly in
a position these days to lecture people
about the role oligarchic wealth plays in
manipulating elections.

Hl The View from China

The Chinese are intolerant of internal
dissent, but Washington's argument with
Beijing is over sea lanes, not voter rolls.

China is acting the bully in the South
China Sea, but it was President Bill Clin-
ton who sparked the current tensions in
the region when he deployed two aircraft
carrier battle groups in the Taiwan Straits
in 1995-96 during a tense standoff be-
tween Taipei and the mainland. China did
not then—and does not now—have the
capacity to invade Taiwan, so Beijing's
threats were not real. But the aircraft
carriers were very real, and they humil-
iated—and scared—China in its home
waters. That incident directly led to Chi-
na's current accelerated military spend-
ing and its heavy-handed actions in the
South China Sea.

Again, there is a long history here.
Starting with the Opium Wars of 1839
and 1860, followed by the Sino-Japa-
nese War of 1895 and Tokyo's invasion of

China in World War 1, the Chinese have
been invaded and humiliated time and
again. Beijing believes that the Obama
administration designed its "Asia pivot”
as to surround China with U.S. allies.

While that might be an over simplifica-
tion—the Pacific has long been America’s
largest market— it is a perfectly rational
conclusion to draw from the deployment
of U.S. Marines to Australia, the position-
ing of nuclear-capable forces in Guam
and Wake, the siting of anti-ballistic mis-
sile systems in South Korea and Japan,
and the attempt to tighten military ties
with India, Indonesia, and Vietnam.

“If you are a strategic thinker in China,
you don’t have to be a paranoid conspir-
acy theorist to think that the U.S. is trying
to bandwagon Asia against China,” says
Simon Tay, chair of the Singapore Insti-

7

pressed other Latin American countries
to recognize the illegal government that
took over in its wake. Although opposi-
tion forces in Venezuela get tear-gassed
and a handful jailed, in Honduras they
are murdered by death squads.

Power’s view that the United States
stands for virtue instead of simply pur-
suing its own interests is a uniquely
American delusion. “This is an image
that Americans have of themselves,” says
Jeremy Shapiro, research director of the
European Council on Foreign Relations,
“but is not shared, even by their allies”

The "division” between ‘realists” and
R2P is an illusion. Both end up in the
same place: confronting our supposed
competitors and supporting our allies,
regardless of how they treat their people.
Although she is quick to call the Russians
in Syria "barbarous,” she is conspicuously
silent on U.S. support for Saudi Arabia’s
air war in Yemen, which has targeted
hospitals, markets, and civilians.

The argument that another country’s
internal politics is a national security is-
sue for the United States elevates R2P
to a new level, sets the bar for military
intervention a good deal lower than it is
today, and lays the groundwork for an in-
terventionist foreign policy that will make
the Obama administration look positively
pacifist.

M Looking Toward November

It is impossible to separate this debate
on foreign policy from the current race
for the White House. Clinton has been
hawkish on most international issues,
and she is not shy about military inter-
vention.

She has also surrounded herself with
some of the same people who designed
the Irag war, including founders of the
Project for a New American Century. It
is rumored that if she wins she will ap-
point former Defense Department official
Michele Flournoy as secretary of defense.
Flournoy has called for bombing Assad’s
forces in Syria.

On the other hand, Trump has been
less than coherent. He has made some
reasonable statements about cooper-
ating with the Russians and some dis-
tinctly scary ones about China. He says
he is opposed to military interventions,
although he supported the war in Iraq
(and now lies about it). He is alarmingly
casual about the use of nuclear weapons.

In Foreign Affairs, Stephen Walt, a
leading “realist” says that Trump's will-
ingness to consider breaking the nucle-
ar taboo makes him someone who "has
no business being commander in chief”
Other countries, writes Walt, "are already
worried about American power and the

From the average Russian’s point of view, NATO has
been steadily marching eastwards since the end of
the Yugoslav war. It is Americans who are deployed in
the Baltic and Poland, not Russians gathering on the
borders of Canada and Mexico.

tute of International Affairs.

Bl Meanwhile in Latin America...

As for Venezuela, the U.S. supported
the 2002 coup against Hugo Chavez and
has led a campaign of hostility against
the government ever since. For all its
problems, the Chavez government cut
poverty rates from 54.5 percent of the
population to 32 percent, and extreme
poverty from around 20 percent to 8.6
percent. Infant mortality fell from 25 per
1,000 to 13 per 1,000, the same as for
Black Americans.

And the concern for the democratic
rights of Venezuelans apparently doesn't
extend to the people of Honduras. When
a military coup overthrew a progressive
government in 2009, the United States

ways it gets used. The last thing we need
is an American equivalent of the im-
petuous and bombastic Kaiser Wilhelm
II” The Kaiser was a major force behind
World War 1, a conflict that inflicted 38
million casualties.

Whoever wins in November will face a
world in which Washington can’t call all
the shots. As Middle East expert Patrick
Cockburn points out, “The U.S. remains a
superpower, but is no longer as power-
ful as it once was.” Although it can over-
throw regimes it doesn't like, “it cant re-
place what has been destroyed”

Power’s framework for diplomacy is a
formula for a never-ending cycle of war
and instability.

(Foreign Policy in Focus)

As for Venezuela, the U.S. supported the 2002 coup
against Hugo Chavez and has led a campaign of
hostility against the government ever since.
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Pars Diplomatic Real Estate

Apartment

Apt. in Nivaran
350 sq.m, 4 bdrs, furn,
brand new, very nice view,
outdoor pool, $4700
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Farmanieh
2" Fl., 300 sq.m, 3 bdrs,
fully furn, renovated, nice balcony,
opposite to the garden, pool, Pkg,
3500 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Elahieh
300 sq.m, 4 bdrs, fully furn,
all renovated, marble floor, $3300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Luxury Apt. in Elahieh
170 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn,
lobby, roof garden, SPJ, $3500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
800 sq.m built up, 4 bdrs, garden,
outdoor pool, Pkg,
Suitable for Residency & Embassy,
$15000

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Mahmoudieh
680 sq.m built up in 1800 sq.m
land, semi furn, 6 bdrs, nice
garden, 8000 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Elahieh
500 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.m
land, 5 bdrs, unfurn,
outdoor pool, $8000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
700 sq.m built up in 400 sq.m land,
5 rooms + extra suit,
luxury furn, SPJ, renovated,
Pkg, cozy & quit, $14000

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Ask Us Your Required Short
Term / Long Term Furnished
&Unfurnished Apartments.

ao o axls 3 oo obS sla pybod b
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Building

Bldg. in Zaferanieh
700 sq., land in 1000 sq.m built up,
2 units, totally 12 rooms,
15 Pkg spaces, completely
renovated, $12000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bld. in Elahieh
5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m,
totally 40 rooms, large Pkg lots,

Suitable for offices, $40 per sq.m
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

BId. in Jordan
All brand new, 1000 sq.m built up,
5 units, totally 20 rooms,
Pkg lot, 12000 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bldg. in Zaferanieh
5-Storey, 10 units, each unit 210
sq.m with 3 rooms, SPJ, Pkg,
green garden, almost new,
Good for Residency or Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Occasion

Apt. in Aqdasiyeh
3 Fl., 120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn,
excellent view, 1800 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Andarzgoo
1** Fl., 90 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn,
Pkg, nice & cozy, $1200
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Farmanieh
160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn,
balcony, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Qeytarieh
120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn,
View of park, nice & cozy,
International Bldg., 1200 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Nice Attention To Embassies, International & Local Companies & Shopping Centers

The professional section of administrative license offices, Commercial Properties and Shopping Centers. From 100 Sq.m to 20,000 Sq.m (For Sale & Rent)
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Administrative license Office in Jordan

Office

Shopping center
leasing&managment

Office in Jordan
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1000 sq.m built up, open space, .
Project Development
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Pkg lot, $50 per sq.m
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207
Luxury Office in Vanak

Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg,
Suitable for Foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office in Jordan
All brand new, 600 sq.m built up,
Pkg lots, $45 per Sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207
Office in Vozara

2-Storey, each floor 500 sq.m,

good price,

Suitable for Foreign Company
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Office in Elahich
5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m,
totally 40 rooms, large Pkg lots,
$40 per sq.m
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Administrative license Office in Jordan
Brand new, 3000 sq.m built up,
5 units, Pkg lot
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Administrative license Office in Zaferanieh

Leasing and Releasing
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w92 9 ol

3 d9ume dluwi oyl 9 g 48

N 10 8105 0@ 9 gk

Management and consultancy
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09122841274 - Mr.Tayyar

Best Consultation, Best Services, Best Result
Hot Line: 28141
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Section Manager "Tina 09128440154"
Tel: 22662452-8 , Fax: 22667173

parsdiplomatic@gmail.com
info@parsdiplomatic.com
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N 6055754 dated 21/05/2015
issued at Srinagar and held b. Fiza
Banoo d/o Mohammed Hussain
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on the following circumstances.
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0935 43 48 868
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villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beautiful old trees and lush courtyard,
swimming pool, gym and tennis court

Mede Shah 09372748090 - 021-22051919 - Mede78@yahoo.com
Fereshteh Bagh [Garden] Tower

350 sg.m, 4 bedrooms, super luxury, 10 sq.m balcony, fully
furnished, chic and very beautiful Babak (0912-6507011)
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- Social Security provided
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follows:

1- EGP Co. facilitates to rent variety of European, Asian and

[ranian cars

2- EGP Co. facilitates to rent variety of luxurious Sedan, Semi
Luxury and SUV ears
3- EGP Co/is ready to sign different types of rental car

agreements .

Etminan Gasht Paytakht Institute (EGP.€Co:) with
15 Years of experience and businéss background
in car rental affairs has thelargest collection of
luxurious cars in Iran, and its activities are as

agreements with companies or individuals using skilled

drivers' ﬂuent-%inf.English for part time, monthly and annually

4- EGP Co. facilitates different types of cars to rent with or

without driver for long or short-term contracts.
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Grand bazaar in Tehran

. TEHRAN — The relatively historic grand
K bazaar in the heart of Tehran boasts vari-

ous mazes, corr\dors, lanes, intersections, entrances and pas-
sageways with hundreds of shops offering different types of
goods and services.

While most of its covered structures and marketplaces are
associated with the 19th century onwards, the history of trade
in the bazaar is rooted much deeper in time.

A view of the bust[mg grand bazaar in the heart of Tehran

Some visitors to the bazaar refer to it as “a city within a
city” because it also includes several mosques, guesthouses,
banks, and once thriving caravansaries.

Most mazes and lanes are particularly allocated to com-
modities such as carpets, metalwork, spices, toys, clothing,
jewelry, woodturning, and kitchen appliances.

One can also encounter with grocery stores, bookbinders,
blacksmiths, tinsmiths, coppersmiths, tobacconists, tailors,
flag sellers, broadcloth sellers, carpenters, shoemakers, and
knife-makers, among others.

A majority of traders in the bazaar, better known as ba-
zaaris, played a pivotal role in the victory of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution as they strongly backed Islamic and social move-
ments spearheaded by the clergy elites in the country.

Here is a select of comments that visitors to the grand
bazaar have posted to TripAdvisor, one of the most popular
travel websites in the world:

M “Daily life of Tehran”

If you want to see the life of everyday people in Tehran - visit
the main city bazaar. It's a warren of narrow streets heaving with
people. | unlike the grand bazaar in Istanbul, this bazaar is very
much for the locals. There are just a few shops catering to the
tourist and best of all - no one hassles you to come in and buy.
The place is full of everyday items and it fills exactly how a ba-
zaar should - a place to shop, to work and to socialize... (Duncan
W. from Thailand, visited September 2016)

M “Amazing sights”

Like any market, you can buy just about anything. But this
is quite something. In one section you can get some of the
best carpets in town. Take a local specialist to do the business
for you - quite a spectacle and an experience. There are spice
stalls selling the most beautiful and aromatic dried flowers,
seeds, herbs - worth just standing there and taking in the
colors and smells.

Don't forget to look up at the traditional vaulted ceilings
as you walk down the bustling inner streets... (Insyzor from
the UK, visited August 2016)

M “The good memory | keep from Tehran”

During my short stay in Tehran, that's the only good thing |
remember. The bazar is huge, not really beautiful, but incred-
ibly picturesque. That's not a place for tourism attraction, so
don't expect finding souvenirs, but it's wonderful just to sneak
in the middle of the crowd and observe the people bargain-
ing, the various communities present, the delivery of goods,
merchant offering pastries to people, etc. Do go there, you'll
find the attractiveness the rest of the city lacks of! (Jerome C.
from Serbia, visited August 2016)

M “Interesting market to visit”

It's a topical local market, most of the parts are cover[ed].
You can find many things...all kind of local food, craft item,
textile, watches and fake fashion products... (Chinatie from
Italy, visited August 2016)

Sir William Jones: British
orientalist and jurist

Sir William Jones, (born Sept. 28, 1746, London—died
April 27, 1794, Calcutta) was a British Orientalist and
jurist who did much to encourage interest in Oriental
studies in the West.

Of Welsh parentage, he studied at Harrow and University
College, Oxford (1764-68), and learned Latin, Greek, Hebrew,
Arabic, and Persian. By the end of his life, he had learned 28
languages, including Chinese, often by teaching himself.

After several years in translating and scholarship, he
turned, for financial reasons, to the study of law and was
called to the bar in 1774. Meanwhile, he did not give up Ori-
entalism. His Grammar of the Persian Language (1771) was
authoritative in the field for a long time. His Moallakat (1782),
a translation of seven famous pre-Islamic Arabic odes, intro-
duced these poems to the British public.

In 1783 he was knighted and sailed for Calcutta as judge
of the supreme court. In 17784 he founded the Asiatic Society
of Bengal to encourage Oriental studies. He himself took up
Sanskrit, to equip himself for the preparation of a vast digest
of Hindu and Muslim law. Of this uncompleted venture, his
Institutes of Hindu Law was published in 1794 and his Mu-
hammedan Law of Inheritance in 1792. In his 1786 presidential
discourse to the Asiatic Society, he postulated the common
ancestry of Sanskrit, Latin, and Greek, his findings providing
the impetus for the development of comparative linguistics in
the early 19th century.

Jones’s letters, edited by Garland Cannon, were published
in two volumes in 1970. Cannon was also the author of a
biography published in 1964.

(Source: Encyclopedia Britannica)
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TEHRAN — Iranian

d e s k pusinesswoman  So-
heila Pirmoradian is amongst selectees
who will be honored with European
Business Competence* License) EBC*L
Women Entrepreneur Awards, during a
ceremony scheduled to be held in Paris
on November 3.

Pirmoradian, who holds a nurse mid-
wifery degree from an Italian university,
has served as a tour guild for Italian trav-
elers for about 15 years. She is currently
manager of a thriving travel agency in her
homeland, Iranian Students News Agen-
cy reported on Saturday.

The EBC*L website says there will be
some lIranian entrepreneurs who will be
awarded the prize but has not revealed
their names yet.

The website describes them as: "Tal-
ented and ambitious Iranian women
have proved competent in various social,
economic, and political areas. They have
made inroads in business field and many
are entrepreneurs today, providing em-
ployment to men, further enjoining their
equal halves to be involved in the nation-
al development process!

"Following the removal of anti-Iran
sanctions, the EBC*L management has
decided to present the prestigious prize
to several female Iranian entrepre-
neurs,” IRNA quoted Azim Fazlipour, the
EBC*L CEO for Persian language coun-
tries as saying in a press conference
earlier in August.

The EBC*L considers several indica-
tors for presenting prizes to different
companies including entrepreneurship,

innovation,

opment of
satisfaction,

of domestic industries, devel-

with environmental and
human values and social
responsibility.

According to the The
Global Entrepreneurship
Monitor report, the rate
of entrepreneurship in Iran
among women between
the ages 18 to 64 fluctuat-
ed from 4 to 6 percent between
2008 and 2012.

branding, development

crafts, customer
compliance

EBCL

European Business
Competence*

Licence

Based on the Fifth Socio-Eco-
nomic Development Plan of
Iran (2010-2015), the rate of
female entrepreneurs has
increased from 7.1 per-
cent in 2010 to 8.4 per-

cent in 2015.
EBC*L
believe that Iran’s tal-
ent for workarounds has
drastically shaped its new
business culture and years
of economic isolation created

both duress—and opportunity.
They assess that the result of these

An undated picture provided by vzaggzomzran com shows /raman entre;;réneur Soheila Pirmoradian (C) surrounded by local schoo[gzrls pose for a
photo. The colorful Noruz spread in the foreground indicates they are celebrating Iranian new year.

changes has culminated in a wave of
business activity and optimism, while also
consider Iran an exciting environment for
foreign investors, especially in the finan-
cial, energy and transportation industries.

European Business Competence*  Li-
cense is established internationally as stand-
ard of education in business administration.

It offers, with its three levels A, B
and C, the possibility to prove exact-
ly practice-relevant economical core
knowledge which is necessary in eco-
nomic life. At the moment the EBC*L
examination is done in 31 countries
and in 24 languages.

Jjurors

As Thais mourn, tourists cautioned against behaving badly

BANGKOK (Reuters) — Embassies in Thailand have
advised tourists to respect the feelings of the Thai peo-
ple following the death of King Bhumibol Adulyadej, a
man seen as a father-figure in the country.

King Bhumibol, who was the world’s longest-reigning
monarch, died on Thursday aged 88, sparking an out-
pouring of grief. The government has declared one year
of official mourning and asked Thais to wear black and

Five underrated
pioneers in
circumnavigation

Nicholas Kulish [an author and journalist who re-
ports for The New York Times] may have trave-
led the world unintentionally but others made a
mission of circling the globe. Five trailblazers are
below:

M Bertrand Piccard and André Borschberg 2016

Mr. Piccard, a Swiss psychiatrist who completed
the first circumnavigation by hot air balloon, and
Mr. Borschberg, a Swiss businessman and pilot,
created the team behind the Solar Impulse air-
plane. They completed a multi-leg journey around
the world without fuel. It was the first circumnavi-
gation by solar plane.

Ml Steve Fossett 2002 and 2005

Mr. Fossett, an American businessman-cum-ad-
venturer, became the first person to complete
a solo hot-air balloon flight around the world in
2002. His journey, from Australia and back again,
took nearly two weeks and covered roughly
20,000 miles. Three years later, he made the first
solo, nonstop flight around the world without re-
fueling. That journey began and ended in Kansas
and lasted 67 hours. He died in a plane crash in
the Sierra Nevada in 2007.

M Sally Ride 1983

Sally Ride became the first American woman
to fly in space in June 1983, when she was an as-
tronaut on the Challenger. Her inaugural mission
lasted more than six days and traveled a distance
of more than t