
Does Tehran say yes 
to Crimea proposal? 

At no point of time have re-
lations between Tehran and 
Moscow been so close. More 

than anything else, this political prox-
imity has been strengthened by Rus-
sia’s role in the nuclear deal between 
Iran and world powers. 

Other instances of cooperation are 
also noteworthy. 

One is the Syrian war. Tehran and 
Moscow both have been unfailing-
ly backing President Bashar al-Assad 
since 2011. 

Lately they have shown a more 
consistent performance in helping 
the Syrian army force militants out 
of swathes of the Syrian territory 
with Russia conducting heaviest 
airstrikes.   

Another high point in Tehran-Mos-
cow relations was the recent accom-
plishment of the S-300 deal, uncon-
cluded since 2007.

Last week Tehran’s Ambassador to 
Russia Mehdi Sanai announced Iran 
had received all S-300 battalions Rus-
sia had to deliver under the respective 
agreement. 

Officials of the two sides have hailed 
as strategic this strong cooperation 
background within a short period of 
time. 

However, this should not be tak-
en to mean that the two have the 
same national interests and share 
the same stance on virtually every 
challenging issue, one being the is-
sue of Crimea.     2

The west risks breaching the land-
mark nuclear agreement if it fails 
to give Iran proper access to the 
international financial system, a 
former British ambassador to Iran 
has argued.

Sir Richard Dalton, who served 
in Tehran between 2003 and 2006, 
said in a report published this week 
in the journal of the Royal Society 
of Asian Affairs in London that the 
U.S. and its allies had made “some 
potentially significant mistakes” in 

respect to reconnecting Iran to 
global banks after the deal.

Hassan Rouhani, under pres-
sure to show tangible benefits 
of the lifting of sanctions to Ira-
nians before the next presiden-
tial vote in 2017, complained at 
the UN in September that the 
U.S. was failing to fulfill its ob-
ligations. 

The Iranian president’s com-
ments were echoed by the head 
of the country’s Atomic Energy Or-

ganization, Ali Akbar Salehi, who 
told the Guardian last month that 
“there are hints to do away [with] 
or to rewrite the deal, and on the 
other hand to unilaterally impose 
excessive oversighting and over-
compliance to the point of Iran’s 
discouragement and ultimate sub-
mission.”

Dalton’s ar ticle, published 
on the first anniversary of the 
nuclear deal coming into ef-
fect, stated that the nuclear 

deal was the product of diplo-
macy. 

Noting that the nuclear agree-
ment would only endure “if every-
one works at it”, Dalton wrote that 
“common sense suggests that, 
if the situation is not apprecia-
bly better later in the year, it will 
be impossible for the U.S. and its 
partners to argue credibly that 
they are not in breach of” the nu-
clear deal, which is known in Iran 
by the acronym Barjam.   4

TEHRAN — Experts on Ira-
nian studies will gather for a 

seminar at the Institute of Iranian Culture Stud-
ies in Peking University to share their latest re-
search.

The director of the institute, Yidan Wang, 
announced the news in a meeting with Ira-
nian cultural attaché Mohammad-Rasul Al-
masieh, Iran’s Islamic Culture and Relations 
Organization announced in a press release 
on Friday.

Forty Chinese scholars and three experts 
from Japan, Germany and the U.S. will deliver 
speeches during the two-day seminar.

Several Iranian experts and diplomats are 
scheduled to attend the seminar.

Almasieh expressed his thanks to Yidan for 
the efforts she has made in organizing the col-
loquium.  

The Institute of Iranian Culture Studies has 
organized five other Iranology seminars since 
1990 when it was established.

By Ali Kushki
Head of the Politics Desk of 
the TehranTimes
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Iran, Russia and Syria review  
war on terror 

Peking University to host seminar on Iranian studies

TEHRAN — An 80-member Hong 
Kongese business delegation, 

headed by the country’s secretary for commerce and 
economic development, is to make a trip to the Ira-
nian capital on November 8, following the invitation 
made by the Iranian Finance Minister Ali Tayyebnia, 
Tasnim news agency reported on Friday.

As the Deputy Head of Iran-Hong Kong Joint Cham-
ber of Commerce Majid-Reza Hariri informed that the 
visiting delegation includes officials from Hong Kong’s 
banks, stock market, insurance companies, airlines, tour-
ism companies, as well as representatives from small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

During their two-day stay in Tehran the delegates 

will visit Iranian government’s officials and private sec-
tor businessmen to sign MOUs with Iran’s state-run as 
well as private sectors.

Hariri underlined that on the way to boost bilateral 
ties between the two sides, banking relations should 
be improved primarily via removing the current ob-
stacles. 

The Iranian private sector official also noted that 
Hong Kong’s airline companies are fond of launching 
direct flights between Iran and Hong Kong to facilitate 
common ties.

He admitted that, by receiving such trade delega-
tions, Iran looks for attraction of foreign investments and 
is fond of exporting its products to the world’s markets.

Hong Kongese business delegation to visit Iran soon

Iranian, Dutch 
shipbuilding 

companies ink 
MOU

TEHRAN — Iran 
Ship Building and 

Offshore Industries Complex Com-
pany (ISOICO) and Dutch maritime 
group Royal IHC signed a memoran-
dum of understanding on engineer-
ing and knowledge transfer as well 
as manufacturing and supplying of 
equipment.

The MOU was signed on Wednes-
day in the southern Iranian port city 
of Bandar Abbas, IRNA reported on 
Thursday.

According to Hamid Rezaeeyan, 
the managing director of ISOICO, as 
of the implementation of Iran’s nucle-
ar deal in January 2016, Iran has been 
inundated with European and Asian 
countries’ offers who wish to expand 
cooperation with the country in the 
shipbuilding sector and the Nether-
lands stands among them. 

Expressing his company’s tenden-
cy towards utilizing Dutch companies’ 
expertise in this regard, the ISOICO 
head added that Dutch companies are 
welcomed in Iran to invest in the ship-
building sector and to transfer modern 
know-how into the Islamic republic.

Rezaeeyan made the remarks on 
the sidelines of the MOU signing cere-
mony, where Melanie Schultz van Hae-
gen-Maas Geesteranus, the visiting 
Dutch minister of infrastructure and 
environment was also present.

Iran unveils 4 
biotechnology 

medicines, 
stemming 

$600m outflow 
TEHRAN — An Ira-
nian pharmaceutical 

company has unveiled four domesti-
cally produced biotechnology medi-
cines, leading to $600 million decrease 
in flow of money out of the country 
annually.

Biotechnology medicines are de-
veloped through biological process-
es using living cells or organisms, 
rather than the traditional chemical 
synthesis approach. They are large 
molecules that are similar or identi-
cal to the proteins and other com-
plex substances that the body relies 
on to stay healthy. 

Iran’s Food and Drug Administra-
tion director Rasoul Dinarvand said 
the four drugs are used in treatment 
of autoimmune diseases, osteoporosis, 
infertility, and growth hormone de-
ficiency and would save $600 million 
for the country per annum, IRNA news 
agency quoted Dinarvand as saying 
on Tuesday.

Dinarvand went on to say that the 
imported biotechnology medicines 
cost two to four times more than their 
homegrown counterparts.

Manufacturing such medicines in-
side the country is not an easy task 
to accomplish and entails great deal 
of knowledge and scientific expertise, 
Dinarvand highlighted.   1 2

Pakistan 
embassy marks 
Kashmir Day 

TEHRAN — On Thursday, the Pa-
kistani community along with some 
Kashmiris in Iran assembled in the em-
bassy of Pakistan in Tehran to observe 
Kashmir Day.

 Kashmir Day has been marked as a 
national holiday in Pakistan since 1990 
as a day of protest against Indian con-
trol of Jammu and part of Kashmir, in 
northern India, known as Indian Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir (IoK). 

Among speakers on that occasion 
was Pakistani Ambassador to Tehran 
Asif Durrani who expressed his grave 
concern over the killings of young-
sters of Kashmir by Indian forces 
and reaffirmed “Kashmiris should be 
granted the right to self-determina-
tion.” 

The ground realities of Kashmir is 
heartbreaking, the ambassador said, 
adding Indian forces are “slaughtering” 
the civilians by live ammunition and 
pellet guns.   1 3

2

The Tehran Times new pocket-sized glossary is now available on the market. The 
reader-friendly is a rich source of the most common journalistic terminology 
collected by the daily’s retired staff. 

It can benefit a wide range of tastes from students to professional journalists. 
Persian equivalents have been given for all entries, including idioms and 
expressions. The glossary also includes example sentences for entries the authors 
thought it would be a bit difficult to learn.

For more information contact:

(021) 430 51 603- 4

TEHRAN — The Iranian, Russian 
and Syrian foreign ministers held a 

trilateral meeting in Moscow on Friday on how to co-
ordinate their efforts in the war on terrorists in Syria.

In a joint press conference after the meeting, Irani-
an Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, his Rus-
sian counterpart Sergey Lavrov, and Syrian Foreign 
Minister Walid Muallem said “convergence” among 

the three countries is important to fight terrorism. 
The chief diplomats said Iran, Russia and Syria 

share common position in fighting the terrorists in 
the region. 
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  See page 2

It is hereby announced that the deadline for the Call for Tenderers, 
Ref. No. QNN-T-BSK-001 issued by Qeshm Naft-e-Nik Company, 
published on 24th September 2016 is extended to 16:30 hrs on 
Sunday 13th November 2016, with the following changes;

1- For Iranian Companies, it is compulsory to present certification 
for being amongst Group I of National Petrochemical Company 
approved Contractor’s list.
2- For non-Iranian companies, it is required that 
company profile and past experience activities’ list are delivered 
to 112, Khoramshahr St., Tehran, Iran or sent via E-mail 
address info@naftenik.com. Prequalification procedures shall 
be carried by the company’s Engineering Department and the 
subsequent results announced to Tenderers.
3- Other conditions announced before, remain unchanged.

Announcement

Y Tehran c
S. Arabia
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Islamic s

Dalton: West’s failure to reconnect Iran to global banks ‘risks breaching nuclear deal’



TEHRAN — Abbas 
Araqchi, Iran's deputy 

foreign minister for legal and interna-
tional affairs, said on Thursday that world 
powers see Iran’s scientific and defensive 
might as “irrepressible”, IRNA reported.

Araqchi made the remarks in a cere-
mony exhibiting a book entitled “Terror-
ism and Cyberspace in the Middle East’, a 
book which he co-authored.

Iran’s scientific capability in nucle-
ar domain as the major force dragged 
world powers to the negotiation table, 
said Araqchi who acted as a leading ne-
gotiator with great powers.

“If our scientists were not capable, 
there was no reason for them [world 
powers] to join the nuclear negotiations,” 
said Araqchi. “We are deeply indebted 
to our nuclear scientists, especially those 
who were martyred in this path.” 

He also underlined that the six world 
powers were united against the Islamic 

Republic in order to curb the country’s 
nuclear capabilities.

“But we insisted on our rights to have 
a peaceful nuclear program, because the 
future of our country is dependent upon 
this,” he pointed out.

Araqchi further emphasized that the 
Islamic Republic is determined in pursu-
ing its goals and that “no country can im-
pose its will on the Iranian nation.”

“They adopted various resolutions, in-
creased sanctions, and put great amounts 
of economic pressure on the Iranian na-
tion in order to meet their goals but, then 
again, they were forced to choose ne-
gotiation tables,” he added. Elsewhere in 
his remarks, Araqchi praised the Iranian 
nation for their sacrifice, saying, “Whatev-
er we have, including our security, honor, 
independence, and achievements, is a 
blessing bestowed upon us on account 
of those who lost their lives for the dignity 
of our country and nation.”
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TEHRAN — Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian, a 

special aide to Majlis speaker for inter-
national affairs, said on Thursday that the 
presence of Iranian military advisors in 
Iraq and Syria is an “effective step” in the 
war against terrorism.

Iranian military advisors are in Iraq 
and Syria upon official requests by the 
Baghdad and Damascus governments, 
Amir-Abdollahian said during a meeting 
with Swiss Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
Yves Rossier in Tehran.

Amir-Abdollahian went on to say 
that Iran is determined to help re-
store peace to the Middle East re-
gion.

“Iran has always been on the belief 
that political solutions are the 
only ways out of the region-
al and international crises 
and has spared no efforts 
on this regard,” he re-
marked.

He went on to 
say that repeated 

mistakes by the U.S. and its al-
lies in the region have caused 
the current chaos in Iraq, Syr-
ia, Yemen and Libya.

He described terrorism as 
the “most serious threat” 

against the world and 
highlighted the impor-
tance of “collective and 

serious cooperation” 
to fight it.

The aide to 
the parliament 

speaker also praised Switzerland for 
its efforts to help solve conflicts in the 
region.

For his part, Rossier said that 
Switzerland considers “political and 
non-military” solutions as the only 
ways to settle crises.

He attached great importance to Iran’s 
role in helping restore peace and stability 
to the region.

Switzerland welcomes joint actions 
with Iran to boosting international peace 
and stability, Rossier pointed out.

 1  Equating strategic cooperation with equal na-
tional interests is erroneous. 

Surprisingly, this is the logic behind the letter by 
Deputy Chief of the Russian State Duma Evgeny Fe-
dorov to the Iranian parliament to become the sev-
enth country to recognize the annexation of Crimea 
to Russia.

Although the Iranian parliament has not issued a re-
joinder yet, but “no, we won’t” is most likely to be the 
case. And this is quite logical.

The annexation has been and continues to be a 
sticking point between Russia and the European Union, 
meaning that it is primarily a Russian-European concern, 
having nothing to do with Tehran. 

Iran’s recognition of the Crimea annexation is 
neither politically defendable, nor strategically ra-
tional. 

At the back of the nuclear deal, Tehran has been fol-
lowing a different path in its foreign policy in a bid to 
balance relations with key international players, includ-

ing state members of the EU. 
Signs are already evident. 
Tehran and London appointed ambassadors, ending 

five years of cold relations.  
The Iranian Foreign Ministry has announced it will 

kick-start human rights negotiations with the EU in De-
cember. 

In a resolution passed on Monday with a majority 
vote, the EU foresaw a normalization of the bloc’s ties 
with Iran. 

Also, a report by EU titled “An EU strategy for rela-
tions with Iran after the nuclear deal” outlines the po-

tential for a more structured and strategic relationship 
between the European Union and the Islamic Republic 
of Iran following the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA).

Increasing relations between Tehran and the EU will 
certainly influence the bloc’s, inter alia, dependence on 
Russia’s energy resources, and Moscow simply does not 
want this to happen. 

Also, for Iran the European nexus acts as a political 
lever in its standoff on Middle East issues with war-mon-
gering countries such as Saudi Arabia. 

Thus, maintaining good ties with the EU can 
empower Iran as Russia’s good buddy in issues 
of interest, not the least of which being the Syri-
an crisis when the two stand at loggerheads with 
Saudi Arabia.

 1  Lavrov said that necessary 
steps in combating terrorism were dis-
cussed in the meeting.

The Russian foreign minister said the 
main topic of the meeting was to draw 
up an “effective” strategy in fighting ter-
rorism, especially in Syria.  

Zarif highlighted the importance of an 
“international will” to fight terrorism and 
said it is essential to cut support for the 

Takfiri groups.
For his part, Muallem said the U.S. is 

not willing to help settle the Syrian con-
flict politically.

Upon his arrival, Zarif said the crisis in 
Syria can only be settled politically.

 ‘Iran-Russia ties have increased in 
different spheres’

Zarif also said Iran and Russia have 
made significant progresses in develop-

ing relations in various areas.
“We have made a significant progress 

in all spheres of bilateral relations – in po-
litical and economic spheres as well as in 
regional and international issues,” Sputnik 
quoted Zarif as saying during a meeting 
with Lavrov in Moscow.

Zarif said that the two counties have 
succeeded to make a “remarkable” pro-
gress in joint campaign against terrorism 

and extremism.
Lavrov also said Moscow attaches 

great importance to Iran’s status in the 
region and expressed satisfaction over 
the growing relations between the two 
countries.

He also said Vyacheslav Volodin, the 
chairman of the State Duma, will visit Iran 
in the near future.

Zarif arrived in Moscow on Friday.

‘Iranian military advisors are of great help in fighting terror’ 

Does Tehran say yes to Crimea proposal? 

Iran, Russia and Syria review war on terror 
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TEHRAN — So far over half a 
million Iranians have enrolled to 

visit Karbala, Iraq, to commemorate Arbaeen.
Announcing the news, Saeed Owhadi, head of 

Hajj and Pilgrimage Organization, also said next 
week the first standard hotel in Karbala will be 
opened, ISNA reported on Friday.

He further said that the construction of the big-
gest hotel in Najaf has also made a 70-percent pro-
gress so far.

Authorities say facilities will be provided to 
800,000 pilgrims in Iraq each day of the pilgrimage.

Half million 
Iranians enroll 
for Arbaeen 
pilgrimage 
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TEHRAN — An Iranian defense 
official has said that the Islamic 

Republic faces hybrid threats from enemies.
It is a duty with the Passive Defense Organiza-

tion to monitor and warn off the threats, said the 
organization’s Commander Qolamreza Jalali on 
Friday.

Elsewhere in his remarks, he said that the nucle-
ar facilities of Fordow, UCF, and Natanz have been 
“fortified” under the supervision of the organiza-
tion. 

Jalali also underlined that the smile on Iranian 
diplomats’ faces is warranted by Iran’s defense 
power.

Iran facing hybrid 
threats: defense 
official
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Al-Saud 
makes wrong 
interpretations 
of Islam: cleric

TEHRAN — Tehran’s Friday 
prayer leader has said that the 

al-Saud family is making wrong interpretations of 
Islam.

“Some are trying to deplete Islam of its content 
and plan to destroy it from roots,” Ayatollah Mo-
hammad Emami Kashani said, Mehr reported.

If the people of Saudi Arabia had been expect-
ing the Savior, they would have thrown the al-Saudi 
leaders out, the ayatollah stated.

Pointing to Saudi Arabia’s killing of Yemeni civil-
ians, he said the U.S. and Israel stand behind the 
crime.
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Comprehensive 
elections bill on 
way to Majlis

TEHRAN — The chairman of 
the Councils and Interior Affairs 

Committee of the Majlis has said the comprehen-
sive bill on elections will be delivered to the legisla-
tive body in one month.

There are four laws for four types of elections, 
i.e. council, parliamentary, Assembly of Experts, and 
presidential elections, Mohammad Javad Kulivand 
told ILNA on Friday.

Each law has its special place in the bill and each 
includes a part for financial transparency of elector-
al campaigns, he said.
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Algerian PM to 
visit Tehran in 
December

TEHRAN — Algerian Prime Min-
ister Abdelmalek Sellal is expect-

ed to pay a visit to Iran in December.
Iran’s cultural attache to Algeria, Amir Mousa-

vi, said on Thursday that the prime minister visited 
Iran’s pavilion at Algeria’s book fair a day earlier and 
informed the Iranian delegation about his decision, 
IRNA reported.

Sellal’s Tehran visit is aimed at attending Algeria’s 
cultural week in Iran, expected to be held in early 
December. 
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‘Duma had 
better written to 
government than 
Majlis on Crimea’

TEHRAN — An Iranian lawmak-
er has said the lower house of the 

Federal Assembly of Russia, State Duma, had better 
written to the Iranian government than the Majlis 
over recognition of Crimea as a Russian territory.

That is because the Majlis follows the govern-
ment in recognizing or not recognizing countries 
or movements, Akbar Ranjbarzadeh told Fars on 
Friday.

However, he said the Majlis is going to consider 
the letter, adding Iran would support Russia’s “rea-
sonable” stances.
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Araqchi: Iran’s scientific and 
defensive power irrepressible

TEHRAN — The Iranian vice president 
for parliamentary affairs has said that 

the parliament will hold a session on Tuesday to vote on 
the proposed ministers of culture, education and sports.

In a letter to Majlis last Sunday President Hassan Rou-
hani nominated Reza Salehi Amiri as minister of culture 
and Islamic guidance, Fakhrodin Ahmadi Danesh Ash-
tiani as education minister, and Masoud Soltanifar as 
sports and youth minister.

The move came after a cabinet reshuffle.
“The session will be held on Tuesday with President 

Rouhani attending to deliver a speech before the Majlis 
(parliament),” Tasnim quoted Hossein-Ali Amiri as saying 
on Friday.

Under the parliamentary regulations, after the gov-

ernment proposes a minister, the parliament must hold 
a session in less than a week to decide the fate of the 
proposed minister.

Amiri also said that the proposed ministers have had 
meetings with the top MPs as well as various factions of 
the parliament.

“During the meetings, the proposed ministers elabo-
rated on their plans and answered the questions raised 
by the representatives,” he said.

Amiri stressed that the president has “chosen the 
three ministers based on the country’s needs and in line 
with the preference of Majlis.”

The vice president further said the members of the 
parliament are well aware that the three ministries are 
of great importance in terms of culture, education and 
sports.

“We’re hoping that the representatives approve the 
proposed ministers with a large number of votes.”

Parliament to vote on three new ministers on Tuesday
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TEHRAN — The Iranian foreign min-
istry spokesman has called on Riyadh 

and Abu Dhabi to keep Islamic sanctities out of their 
“mean” political game.   

Bahram Qassemi was making the comments after 

United Arab Emirates Foreign Minister Abdullah bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan claimed Iran supports the Houthis who 
launched rockets on Mecca. 

Arab countries allied with Saudi Arabia immediately 
began condemning the attack, suggesting the Houthis 

intentionally targeted the Islamic world's holiest site. 
“We recommend the Saudi and Emirati officials not 

use Islamic sanctities as an excuse for their mean political 
motives, and not resort to such hypocritical and danger-
ous hullabaloo,” Qassemi noted.  

Tehran calls on S. Arabia, UAE not to play with Islamic sanctities 
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We are deeply indebted to our nuclear 
scientists, especially those who were 

martyred in this path.

Iran’s recognition of the 
Crimea annexation is neither 

politically defendable, nor 
strategically rational. 

The annexation has been and 
continues to be a sticking 

point between Russia and the 
European Union, meaning 

that it is primarily a Russian-
European concern, having 
nothing to do with Tehran. 



France and Britain feud over 
young Jungle camp migrants
Dozens of youngsters woke under the watchful eyes of 
French riot police on Friday after a chilly night outdoors near 
the “Jungle” migrant camp in Calais, as Paris and London 
squabbled over their fate and that of hundreds more bent 
on getting to Britain.

Charity workers offered them food and warm drinks, tell-
ing journalists that the youngsters were just a small sample 
of the scores of minors who are in limbo since the evacuation 
this week of the camp, now being demolished.

The vast site on sandy scrubland, a symbol of Europe's 
fraught efforts to deal with a record influx of refugees from 
war-ravaged zones such as Sudan and Afghanistan, was 
evacuated this week before bulldozers moved in to flatten it.

Government officials in the region say that more than 
6,000 people had been moved out of the squalid, ramshack-
le camp and transferred to towns throughout France.

But concern has switched to upwards of a thousand iso-
lated minors who have been put in large container-box shel-
ters nearby or have simply not signaled their existence. Many 
want just one thing - transfer to Britain, which is almost visi-
ble across the sea from Calais.

 Paris urges London to act
In an overnight statement, French Interior Minister Ber-

nard Cazeneuve said he was “surprised” by declarations by 
British opposite number Amber Rudd and was counting on 
London to honor an obligation to take minors from Calais.

Rudd appeared to have raised eyebrows when she said 
France must protect migrant children still in Calais and sug-
gested at least some of them should remain in France rather 
than be moved to Britain, which is obliged under European 
Union law to reunite minors with family there.

According to a spokesman at her ministry, Rudd said: “Any 
child either not eligible or not in the secure area of the camp 
should be cared for and safeguarded by the French authorities.”

“We understand that specialist facilities have been made 
available elsewhere in France to ensure this happens,” she 
added in comments that refer to accommodation France has 
opened up to rehouse those who agreed to leave the Jungle.

A joint statement by Cazeneuve and France's housing 
minister said France hoped Britain would “quickly execute its 
responsibilities to take in these minors, who hope to come to 
the United Kingdom. This is the best way to give them the 
protection they are due.”

The French statement followed media reports of unsuper-
vised children sleeping rough around the port town since the 
clearance operation was launched, even though some 1,451 
minors have been housed separately near the camp.

France says Britain has so far accepted 274 children from 
among this group.

European Union rules say Britain must take in unaccom-
panied children who have family ties in the country under so-
called Dublin rules. An amendment to those rules adopted in 
Britain this year states that such minors whose best interests 
are served by doing so should also be admitted.

(Source: agencies)
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Iraqi government forces and their al-
lies have pushed the Islamic State in 
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) ter-
rorist group out of the northern town 
of Fadiliya, which lies just 4 kilometers 
away from Mosul, the group's last ma-
jor bastion in the country.

Iraq’s Joint Operations Command 
(JOC) has announced that more than 
700 ISIL terrorists have been killed and 
nearly two dozen others arrested ever 
since government forces and allied 
fighters launched a massive opera-
tion to dislodge the terrorists from the 
northern city of Mosul.

A total of 772 ISIL terrorists have 
been killed and 23 others arrested 
since the offensive to liberate Mosul, 
located some 400 kilometers north of 
the capital Baghdad, was kicked off on 
October 17, the JOC said in a state-
ment released.

The statement added that 127 car 
bombs, 27 makeshift mortar launch-
ers, seven explosive belts and a large 
weapons cache were also destroyed 
during the mentioned period.

Furthermore, four booby-trapped 
houses, 397 explosive devices and five 
motorcycle bombs were blown up, 
while three tunnels, a command center 
for terrorists, 40 defensive fighting po-
sitions, seven airstrike-resistant bun-
kers and three Dushka heavy machine 
guns were destroyed.

The JOC statement added that 
1.5 tons of ammonium nitrate, nine 
120mm mortar rounds, 380 mortar 
shells, 61 Katyusha rockets, 31 missile 
launchers, three PK machine guns and 
four anti-tank rocket-propelled gre-
nade launchers were also confiscated. 

The Iraqi forces also destroyed four 
cannons, seized a caravan and four 
heavy machine guns and discovered 
two bomb-making workshops.

Also on Thursday morning, Iraqi 
security forces managed to retake the 
village of Wadi al-Qasab in al-Shoura 
district and al-Hamza village in Ham-
mam al-Alil district, both south of ISIL-
held Mosul.

Separately, the Iraqi Defense Min-
istry announced that 12 ISIL terrorists 
were killed when fighter jets from the 
so-called United States-led military 
coalition struck Mosul's al-Arabi neigh-
borhood.

Fifteen ISIL terrorist were also killed 
and two others injured when U.S.-led 
military aircraft targeted a gathering 
of the terrorists in Suwayrah village of 
al-Shoura district, the ministry added.

 Mishraq sulphur factory fire 
extinguished

In another development on Thurs-
day, the Iraqi forces put out a fire at the 

Mishraq sulphur factory, located about 
30 kilometers south of Mosul.

Last week, ISIL terrorists set the fac-
tory on fire in a bid to prevent army 
and security units from making ad-
vances.

There are reports that about 50,000 
Iraqi ground troops are involved in the 
Mosul offensive, including 30,000 army 
troops, 10,000 Kurdish Peshmerga 
fighters and the remaining 10,000 from 
police and Popular Mobilization Units 
(al-Hashd al-Sha'abi).

International aid agencies have 
warned that the military operation 
to retake Mosul has displaced about 
10,600 people from their homes.

“Assessments have recorded a sig-
nificant number of female-headed 
households, raising concerns around 
the detention or capture of men and 

772 ISIL terrorists killed since 
start of Mosul operation: Iraq
Peshmerga forces won’t enter Iraq’s Mosul: Kurdish leader

boys,” said Lise Grande, the United Nations human-
itarian coordinator for Iraq, on Tuesday.

She noted that a huge exodus of people from 
Mosul could occur within the next few days, warn-
ing that ISIL terrorists could resort to “rudimentary 
chemical weapons” as part of efforts to hold up 
government forces.

 ISIL abducts 1000s near Mosul 
Meanwhile, ISIL terrorists have abducted tens of 

thousands of civilians from near Mosul to use them 
as human shields as government forces inch closer 
to the city in an operation to retake it, the UN says.

UN human rights spokeswoman Ravina Sham-
dasani said the terrorist group also killed at least 
232 people on Wednesday, including 190 former 
Iraqi security forces and 40 civilians, who refused to 
obey its orders.

“Many of them who refused to comply were 
shot on the spot,” Shamdasani said in Geneva, 
citing reports corroborated by the UN that were 
“by no means comprehensive but indicative of 
violations.”

As the news emerged, Iraq’s Popular Mobiliza-
tion Units volunteers said they were set to launch 
an offensive against ISIL west of Mosul imminently.

Ahmad al-Assadi, a spokesman for the Popular 
Mobilization Units, confirmed that the fighters had 
completed preparations to move in the direction of 
Tal Afar, an ISIL-held city 63 kilometers west of Mosul.

He added that the fighters would move to capture 
Tal Afar from their positions in the Iraqi town of Qa-
yyara, situated some 60 kilometers south of Mosul.

“A few days or hours separate us from the launch 
of operations there,” Asadi said.

 Kurdish forces not to enter Mosul
In another event, the leader of Iraq’s semi-au-

tonomous Kurdistan region has assured that Kurdish 
Peshmerga forces will not set foot in Mosul during a 
joint operation with the Iraqi army and allied fighters 
aimed at liberating the ISIL-held northern city.

“The Peshmerga will not enter the city of Mo-
sul,” Masoud Barzani said in a news conference with 
Chairman of the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq 
(ISCI) Ammar Hakim, in Zartac Mountain, near the 
city of Nineveh, on Thursday.

Barzani further said the Kurdish fighters are coor-
dinating their role in the Mosul liberation operation 
with the Iraqi military, adding that the collaboration 
will continue.

The Kurdish leader further highlighted unity 
among different Iraqi political parties, adding that 
ISIL was no more a threat as most areas are back in 
control of the Iraqi forces.

Last week, the Popular Mobilization Units, a main-
ly-Shia military group backing the Iraqi army in the 
Mosul offensive, also said its forces would not march 
into Mosul, adding that Iraqi army soldiers and secu-
rity personnel would enter the embattled city.

Barzani further referred to recent ISIL terrorist 
activities in the Kurdish-controlled city of Kirkuk, say-
ing the Takfiri terrorist group is making desperate 
attempts to cover up its defeats in the Mosul battle.

“We were able to control the situation quickly 
and kill the terrorists,” the Kurdish leader said.

ISIL terrorists launched several rounds of at-
tacks in the city of Kirkuk over the weekend as Iraqi 
officials are focused on the Mosul offensive.

On Friday, at least 100 ISIL elements went on a 
rampage in Kirkuk to divert an Iraqi and Kurdish mil-
itary advance on Mosul. The incident left 99 civilians 
and members of the security forces dead as well as 
63 militants, according to Iraqi security officials.

For his part, Hakim highlighted the need for 
avoiding rifts in Iraq and staying focused on the 
fight against ISIL.

He further stressed that a Turkish base present 
in Bashiqa near Mosul was not welcome.

(Source: agencies)

Sources: Biden on Clinton's 
secretary of state list
U.S. Vice President Joe Biden's name has been mentioned, 
among others, as a potential choice for Secretary of State 
in a would-be Hillary Clinton administration, according to 
sources connected to the campaign and the transition team.

Those sources also caution that his name is one among 
many under consideration to be presented to Clinton in the 
event of forming a cabinet.

Officially, the Clinton campaign is not commenting on 
Biden's name being on the list, first reported by Politico on 
Thursday, and campaign advisers have said this is not being 
discussed in the campaign.

This is part of the transition discussion and does not re-
flect any final decision.

Asked about the possibility, sources close to Biden said 
this is the first that they had heard of it.

Biden has been aggressively campaigning for Clinton, but 
he has frequently said he is interested in moving to a new 
chapter of his life beyond his career in government.

(Source: CNN)

Leader of Iraq’s semi-autonomous Kurdistan region, Masoud Barzani (2nd L) receives 
Chairman of the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq (ISCI) Ammar Hakim (2nd R) in Zartac 
Mountain, near the city of Nineveh, October 27, 2016.

Mehr Chain Hotels

Mehr Tradi�onal Hotel: 

Lab-e Khandaq Alley, Qiam Ave, Yazd, Iran

Tel:+98(0)3536227400-5

Fahadan Museum Hotel: 

Across from Alexander Prison, Fahadan St., Yazd, Iran

Tel: +98(0)3536300600-10

Malek-o Tojjar An�que Hotel:  

Panj-e Ali Bazaar, Qiam Ave., Yazd, Iran

Tel: +98(0)3536224060

Lab-e Khandaq Historical Hotel:  

Lab-e Khandaq Alley, Qiam Ave., Yazd, Iran

Tel: +98 (0)3536226002-3

Abul Maali Tradi�onal Restaurant: 

Across from Alexander Prison, Fahadan St., 

Yazd, Iran

Tel: +98(0) 3536300600-10

Tourist Informa�on Office: 

Across from Alexander Prison, Fahadan St., 

Yazd, Iran

Tel: +98(0)3536216542-5

Caravansalar-e Kavir-e Yazd Travel Agency: 

NO.212, Jahangardi St., Safaeiyeh, Yazd, Iran

Tel: +98(0)3536303030 ,   +98(0)3538240014

One of the top 30 hotels in 
the world, Spain 2012

The sole winner of UNESCO’s honorary award in Iran
Holder of “Quality Certificate” from SGS Company, Switzerland

Lamerd & Parsian Industrial and Mining Endeavors Co. (TALASHGARAN) on behalf 

of Iranian Mines and Mining Industries Development and Renovation Organization 

(IMIDRO), intends to recognize and invite local, international or a joint venture of 

qualified companies for Construction of initial phase development of Parsian port located 

in Parsian Special Economic Energy Zone, Parsian City, Hormozgan province of IRAN, 

on a two stage international tender through below basis: 

1- Build, Operate and Transfer (BOT) of Initial phase of Parsian port (including 

breakwater, quay walls and berths, dredging and reclamation, buildings, landscaping, 

utilities and Equipment supply)

2- Design, Material Supply and procurement, Construction and Financing 
(EPCF) of Initial phase (excluding equipment). 

All qualified and experienced local and international companies are invited to communicate 

their Expression of Interest and introduction of their representative to obtain the prequalification 

documents starting from  29 Oct. 2016 up to 7  Nov. 2016 from port consulting company 

(Sazeh Pardazi Iran) through below address or from National Database Portal of Iran Tender’s 

Information website: WWW. HTTP://IETS.MPORG.IR

Priority of proposals is BOT at first place and then EPCF. Client reserve the rights to reject 

all EPCF proposals. Consortium or Joint Ventures forming of International companies 

with local companies are preferable, and all of joined companies have to issue one joint 

proposal which is signed and stamped by all parties. 

Employer’s name: Lamerd & Parsian Industrial and Mining Endeavors Co.: No. 1713, 
Northern Tower, 3rd Floor, Iran National Steel Company, above Vali-e Asr Sq., Tehran, Iran. Tel: 

+98 21 86035621

Project Consultant and address of obtaining P-Q documents: Sazehpardazi Iran 

Consulting Eng. Co.: 

No 6, Shahid Abtahi St. (20th St.), Kordestan Highway, Tehran, IRAN. Fax (+9821 88632423) 

Tel (+9821 88632199), www.sazehpardazi.ir

Bidders shall submit all completed P-Q documents and other required items to Sazeh 

Pardazi Iran Office to above address by 14:30 21 Nov. 2016.

International Public Pre-Qualification Tender 
Notice (two-stages)

Tender No: 9530
Construction of initial phase of Parsian port as BOT or EPCF 

(First Notice)

22
02
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Xinhai Mining opens 
Iran office

Russia-Iran 8-month trade up 
1.5 folds yr/yr 

Oman’s Sandan plans light 
industries park in Iran

Iran Shipping Lines head sees 
business back to normal by mid-2017

Oman-based developer, Sandan 
Development, has plans to set up a 
light industries park in Iran, accord-
ing to the company’s chief executive.

The park will be developed along 
similar lines as the development in 
Oman, said Said Nasser Al-Rashdi, 
CEO of Sandan.

Rashdi said: “Iran is a growing 
market, and once the sanctions were 
lifted, a lot of opportunities have 
opened up in real estate and con-
struction.

“We have met the government 
authorities in Iran, and currently the 
project is in its planning and discus-
sion stage.”

Work on Oman’s light industries 
park is expected to be completed by 
the middle of 2018.

The first-of-its-kind project, which 
will cater to automotive and con-

struction sectors, costs $259m (OM-
R100m) and will be constructed over 
250,000m2 of land, located 5km 
away from Al Mabailah exit at the 
Express way.

The city will host 2,200 workshops 
and exhibitions for building materi-
als and automotive, 400 offices, and 
1,800 residential units for workers.

All the units of the project, includ-
ing workshops, offices, tradeshows 
and residential units, will be offered 
for direct sale, and buyers have 
the opportunity to pay in interest-
free installments extending for 18 
months.

All facilities, such as hypermarket, 
restaurants, hospital, and mosque, 
are expected to be available for the 
expected 15,000 people who will re-
side in the city.

(Source: Construction Week Online)

Container shipper Islamic Republic of 
Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL) Chairman 
Mohammad Saeidi expects the firm 
to have recuperated by the middle of 
next year. The business lost while Iran 
was subject to international sanctions.

“Step by step the problems have 
been resolved, removing many re-
strictions and limitations,” since the 
sanctions were lifted, he told Reuters 
in an interview at a shipping confer-

ence in Copenhagen.
“I think at the maximum in mid-

2017 the whole thing would be in the 
normal manner (of ) things.”

He added that he hoped to see 
remaining limitations on dollar trans-
actions removed after the U.S. presi-
dential election, and that IRISL was 
negotiating with shipyards and manu-
facturers on the possible purchase of 
new vessels.              (Source: Reuters)

China-based Xinhai Mining Technol-
ogy & Equipment, a leading provider 
of mineral processing engineering, pro-
curement, and construction (EPC) ser-
vices, has announced that its office in 
Teheran, the capital of Iran, is now open.

The company has conducted more 
than 500 mineral processing EPC pro-
jects in China, Russia, Southeast Asia, 
Central Asia, Africa and other countries, 
thus accumulating rich experience in 
mine design and project management, 
said a statement from the company.

According to Xinhai’s spokesman 
Yolanda Qu in Iran, the company aims 
at providing mineral processing EPC 
for the mine owners, with services 
covering “mine design and research, 
equipment manufacturing and pur-
chasing services and commissioning 
and delivery”.

With advanced gold ore processing 

technology, Xinhai can achieve a maxi-
mum recovery rate. In addition, with its 
rich project experience in African and 
Central Asian areas it can reduce the 
operating expense to the most and 
safeguard the economic benefits of its 
customers by providing effective “wa-
ter-saving, energy-saving and emission 
reducing” program, the company said.

The mine owners can not only di-
rectly inquire the Xinhai’s technicians in 
Teheran office about the problems they 
meet during mine construction, but 
also can look for more projects infor-
mation, videos of site operation and 3D 
working principles and other informa-
tion via its official website.

Therefore, Xinhai’s coming into Iran 
will be a great thing for local miners, 
because it provides them both more 
choices and new experience, it stated. 

(Source: Trade Arabia)

MOSCOW (Sputnik) — The trade 
turnover between Russia and Iran 
in the first 8 months of 2016 was 1.5 
times higher than during the same 
period of the last year, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said 
Friday at the talks with his Iranian 
counterpart Mohammad Javad 
Zarif.

“I can happily cite our statistics, 
which shows that during the 8 

months of this year, trade turnover 
between Russia and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has risen by 1.5 
times,” Lavrov said.

In August, Russian Ambassador 
to Iran Levan Dzhagaryan said that 
in the first five months of 2016, trade 
grew over 70 percent in year-on 
year terms, amounting to over $855 
million, adding that boosting trade 
with Iran was a priority for Russia.

J U M P

DHL Freight is enabling streamlined access 
to the Iranian market for European compa-
nies by installing two competence centers 
at its gateways in Frankfurt, Germany, and 
in Istanbul, Turkey.

With the reduction of economic sanc-
tions and the positive development of trade 
in Iran, the demand for logistics solutions 
is increasing. DHL Freight supports compa-
nies exporting their goods to the region by 
offering pan-European less-than truckload 
and full truckload services as well as weekly 
departures for groupage shipments.

“The recent political and economic 
developments present great potential for 
doing business,” said Amadou Diallo, chief 
executive officer of DHL Freight. “With its 
years of expertise our competence centers 
want to support companies realizing this 
potential by expanding their trade relations 
in Iran.”

DHL Freight defined multiple core ser-
vices such as weekly departures of grou-
page shipments to Tehran from the gate-
way in Maintal. The DHL Freight services 
also cover transportation of dangerous 
goods, temperature controlled shipments, 

warehouse logistics, customs clearance, 
and GPS tracking of cargo.

The German-Iranian economic relations 
have evolved historically. About 30 per-
cent of the industrial infrastructure in Iran 
is made in Germany. With the enforcement 

of international sanctions, the economic 
relationship slowed down since 2007 and 
only started a positive development in 
2014 with a trading volume of $2.93 billion. 
In 2015 this amount decreased again by 10 
percent.

With the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action, the sanctions on Iran are now be-
ing lifted in multiple phases. The second 
phase will be completed by October 2023 
and the full removal is scheduled for 2025.

(Source: Global Trade Magazine)

DHL to tap Iranian import market 
for European companies

ECONOMY
d e s k

Dalton: West’s failure to 
reconnect Iran to global 
banks ‘risks breaching 
nuclear deal’

 1  According to Dalton, the U.S. and its partners 
have notably failed to re-authorize Iran’s access to U-turn 
transactions [used by Iranian banks to avoid U.S. sanctions] 
in dollars, or to reassure non-U.S. banks on handling Ira-
nian payments, or to give general licenses allowing non-U.S. 
entities to use U.S. software in their businesses dealings in 
Iran. Banks have remained reluctant to enter Iran despite 
attempts by the U.S. secretary of state, John Kerry, and his 
European counterparts.

Among other impediments are “unwillingness [by the 
west], apparently, to use governmental influence with 
state-owned banks to get them to help carry out gov-
ernment policy” such as “providing clearing facilities in 
London”, Dalton said. 

The ongoing banking difficulties have prevented 
Iran from capitalizing on interest shown by western 
businesses in returning to the countr y, or finalizing 
lucrative deals with the west, such as the purchase 
of planes from Airbus and Boeing. Iran is also par tly 
to blame because it does not have adequate regu-
lations on transparency, anti-corruption and money 
laundering.

Esfandyar Batmanghelidj, founder of the Europe-Iran 
Forum business conference series, said the mood in Teh-
ran was mixed. “On one hand, major multinationals like 
Siemens, Peugeot, Unilever and Vodafone have signaled 
ambitious plans for Iran, generating optimism in Iran’s 
business community,” he told the Guardian. “On the other 
hand, there are frustrating gaps in the U.S. Office of For-
eign Assets Control’s licensing policy. OFAC has issued 
so-called ‘general licenses’ to help open the door for 
non-U.S. companies to trade with Iran, but these provi-
sions use broad language and do not fully account for 
the complexity of trade and investment by multinational 
companies.”

Dalton served in the British Foreign Office for more 
than 35 years and was among a group of former west-
ern ambassadors to Tehran who co-penned an article in 
2011 saying there was “no evidence that the country is 
building nuclear weapons” and urging dialogue. He is 
currently an associate fellow at the London think-tank 
Chatham House.

Dalton predicted that the nuclear agreement would last 
“provided that mutual benefit is delivered in practice” and that 
the U.S. “uses its power wisely”. Iran would not be the first to 
renege, he argued, saying that “the overwhelming interest of 
Iran is to comply”.

With Iran’s own elections scheduled for May, the moderate 
Rouhani faces a tough time ahead. 

Economically, Dalton viewed Iran as an emerg-
ing Bric countr y, alongside newly advanced econo-
mies such as Brazil and India. “ They have a $1.4tn 
diversified economy, growing at some 4-5 percent, 
with a backlog of investment in all sectors, a reform-
ing government (for the next year at least) and a 
well-educated population (total 80 mill ion) striving 
to take advantage of the countr y’s improved pros-
pects,” he obser ved. “Crude production will soon go 
above 4 mill ion barrels per day. The oil minister pro-
jects a production capacity of 4.8 mill ion barrels per 
day within five years.”

On the regional context, Dalton wrote that “we should 
compare [Iran] not with post-Ottoman, post-imperial 
Egypt or Saudi Arabia, but with Russia and other Asian 
powers.”

(Source: The Guardian)

U.S. economic growth likely accelerated in 
the third quarter as consumers maintained a 
strong pace of spending and exports surged, 
potentially keeping the Federal Reserve on 
track to raise interest rates in December.

Gross domestic product probably 
increased at a 2.5 percent annual rate after 
expanding at a 1.4 percent pace in the 
second quarter, according to a Reuters survey 
of economists. That would be the strongest 
growth rate since the second quarter of 2015.

In addition to support from consumer 
spending and exports, the economy is also 
expected to have received a boost from a 
rebound in mining activity and inventory 
investment.

“As long as you have consumer spending, 
some stabilization of capital spending, trade 
kicking in and inventories switching from 
being a significant drag, that balanced 
composition will make us confident that 
things are moving in the right direction,” said 
Anthony Karydakis, chief economic strategist 
at Miller Tabak in New York.

But GDP growth could surprise on the 
upside after data on Wednesday showed 

a sharp drop in the goods trade deficit in 
September. The government will publish its 
first estimate of third-quarter GDP on Friday 
at 8:30 a.m.

If growth meet expectations, it should help 
dispel any lingering fears the economy was at 
risk of stalling. Over the first half of the year, 
growth had averaged just 1.1 percent.

Though the Fed is mostly focused on 
employment and inflation, signs of economic 
strength would be supportive of an interest 
rate hike in December. The U.S. central bank 
raised its benchmark overnight interest rate 
last December for the first time in nearly a 
decade.

“A rebound in oil and gas drilling will 
provide a boost to third-quarter investment, 
but otherwise there does not seem to have 
been a substantial improvement in the weak 
investment spending trend of the past two 
years,” said Ted Wieseman, an economist at 
Morgan Stanley in New York.Investment in 
residential construction likely fell for a second 
straight quarter, while spending by the 
government probably bounced back.

(Source: Reuters)

Consumers, exports may buoy U.S. 
third-quarter GDP growth

TEHRAN — The 15th edition of 
International Exhibition of Poultry, 

Livestock, Dairy and Related Industries of Iran (IR-
NAPLEX 2016) kicked off on Thursday at the Tehran 
Permanent International Fairgrounds.

The four-day event is hosting 360 Iranian and 
120 foreign companies from 20 countries, IRNA re-
ported.

This edition of the event witnesses 20 percent 
growth in the number of Iranian participants and 

15 percent rise in the number of foreign exhibitors 
compared to the previous edition, Hassan Rokni, 
the Iranian deputy agriculture minister for livestock 
products, announced on the sidelines of the exhibi-
tion.

IRANPLEX 2016 hosting 120 foreign companies from 20 countries

“TENDER”
Tender for purchasing of the following items: 
(Sheet & Reel)

 1) 13,500 mt “First class wood free high white offset printing paper in 
reel (70 gsm) 

 2) 800 mt “First class wood free high white offset printing paper in sheet 
(70 gsm)

 3) 2000 mt “Fully coated paperboard with white back for book covering 
(200 gsm)

 4) 1000 mt fully coated wood free matte art paper (in sheet 130 gsm)
Offset CO. intends to purchase the above-mentioned paper through a ten-
der, delivery up to 6 months from the L/C opening date through , Bandar 
Abbas port, as per terms & conditions indicated in the tender documents.
Interested participants may collect the said tender documents from below 
mentioned address as soon as possible and send the requested docu-
ments & samples up to Thursday,10/11/2016. 

Address: Offset press Inc. 
No.8, Ab-ali Rd., 4th Km.

Tehran – Iran   Postal code: 1746853171
Tel: +98 21 77339093 – int. 333

Fax: +98 21 77339097
E-mail: info@offset.ir

Deutsche Bahn wants to use 
INSTC to trade with Iran 
The International North-South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC), which carried out the first test shipment this 
month between India and Russia, has received a shot in 
the arm with Germany’s decision to trade with Iran via 
this connectivity project. 

Deutsche Bahn, a leading German rai lway com-
pany, has expressed interest in using INSTC and de-
l ivering goods from Europe to Iran via Azerbaijan 
and vice versa, according to people famil iar with 
the development. This wil l  boost India’s plans to 
use INSTC to reach not just Russia but also beyond 
Europe in shor ter t ime than required at present. IN-
STC is a land and sea-based 7,200 km long network 
comprising rai l ,  road and water routes that is aimed 
at reducing costs and travel t ime for freight trans-
por t in a bid to boost trade between Russia, Iran, 
Central Asia, India and Europe. 

The network is expected to provide faster and more effi-
cient trade connectivity between Europe and Southeast Asia, 
Deutsche Bahn said. A study, conducted by the Federation of 
Freight Forwarders’ Associations in India, showed that INSTC will 
be 30 percent cheaper and 40 percent shorter than the existing 
routes.                                      (Source: The Economic Times)
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TEHRAN — A memo-
randum of understand-

ing (MOU) on cooperation in electricity 
sector was inked by Iranian Energy Min-
ister Hamid Chitchian and Finnish Minis-
ter for Foreign Trade and Development 
Kai Mykkänen in Tehran on Wednesday, 
IRNA reported.

In the signing ceremony of the MOU, 
Chitchian referred to Iran’s plan for adding 
26,500 megawatts of electricity to its na-
tional grid by the next five years and called 
for contribution of the Finnish companies 
in this due.

He also mentioned water and waste-
water treatment as well as desalination 
projects the other areas in which Finland 
can play fruitful role in Iran. 

The minister stressed that Iran does not 
want to buy just products of Finland, while 
it is willing to receive modern technology.

Chitchian expressed hope that in addi-
tion to business to business cooperation 
between Iran and Finland, cooperation will 
be also expanded between the two coun-
tries’ state-run sectors.

Mykkänen, for his part, announced his 
country’s readiness to make investment in 
Iran’s energy sector.

He said Finland is prepared to help Iran 
in development of renewable energy sec-

tor and also implementation of desalina-
tion projects.

The Finnish minister expressed hope 
that taskforces will be set up to put the 

signed MOU into action as soon as 
possible.

Tehran, Helsinki sign MOU on 
electricity cooperation 

Iran, Czech Republic stress 
expansion of power, water 
co-op

TEHRAN — In the first meeting of Iran-
Czech Republic Energy Taskforce, held 

in Prague on Thursday, the two sides emphasized expan-
sion of cooperation in electricity and water sectors, IRNA 
reported.

In the meeting, chaired by Iranian Deputy Energy Min-
ister Houshang Falahatian and Czech Deputy Industry and 
Trade Minister, cooperation in different water and electric-
ity areas including construction and renovation of power 
plants and development of renewable energies, in addition 
to water and wastewater management in urban areas was 
agreed.

During its stay in the Czech Republic, the Iranian delega-
tion also met with Czech Minister of Industry and Trade Jan 
Mládek, who announced his country’s willingness to coop-
erate with Iran especially in energy sector.

He also voiced his ministry’s support for the Czech com-
panies to cooperate with Iranian counterparts.

Falahatian, for his part, referred to Iran’s plan for adding 
5,000 megawatts of electricity to its national grid each year 
and expressed hope that the Czech companies will seize the 
opportunity to contribute in this due.

ECONOMY
d e s k

ECONOMY
d e s k

Oil prices edged lower on Friday and 
were set for the biggest weekly losses 
in six weeks over doubts about wheth-
er OPEC and non-OPEC oil producers 
will be able to agree on an output cut 
big enough to curb a global glut that 
has weighed on markets for two years.

Experts from the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
and counterparts from other oil-pro-
ducing nations such as Russia started 
two-day negotiations on Friday over 

an output-capping agreement expect-
ed to be presented at the end of next 
month.

Disagreements remain over which 
members should be exempt from a 
curb to reduce output to a range of 
32.5-33 million barrels per day (bpd).

Brent crude futures were down 16 
cents at $50.31 a barrel at 0823 GMT 
(4:23 a.m. ET). The contract was set to 
close the week more than 2 percent 
lower in its steepest weekly loss since 

mid-September.
U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 

crude was down 27 cents at $49.45 
a barrel, also on track for its biggest 
weekly loss in six weeks.

“Doubts linger about OPEC’s ability 
or willingness to implement any pro-
duction cuts,” said analysts at Cenkos 
Natural Resources.

“The market has been wary of 
reading too much into the rhetoric 
ahead of the next meeting scheduled 

for the end of November.”
French oil major Total said on Fri-

day it expected crude prices to remain 
volatile and continued to reduce costs.

The French company said it loses 
around 2 billion euros in cashflow 
for every $10 downward move in oil 
prices.

Weak prices have also hit Italian 
oil firm ENI, which reported a worse-
than-expected quarterly loss on Fri-
day.                        (Source: Reuters)

Oil prices edge lower on doubts over production cut deal

Total beats third-quarter 
expectations helped by 
new projects, cost cuts
France’s Total battled lower refining margins to beat third-
quarter profit expectations on Friday helped by cost cuts, 
output from new projects and the sale of a solar farm.

Total reported a 25 percent fall in third-quarter adjusted 
net income to $2.1 billion, beating the $1.880 billion expect-
ed by analysts polled by Reuters.

Revenue fell 8 percent to $37.4 billion.
“Total’s Q3 results look resilient. Total continues to post 

solid earnings and there’s a lot to like about the direction of 
travel,” analysts at Jefferies who maintain a ‘hold’ rating on 
the stock said in a note.

Total said the sale of a solar farm by U.S. subsidiary Sun-
Power had provided a significant boost to its results.

Italian peer Eni reported a worse-than-expected adjusted 
net loss for the quarter hurt by a shutdown at a key Italian 
field. 

Total said costs were falling faster than expected and that 
it would aim to deliver $4 billion in savings by 2018.

It said savings would top $2.7 billion in 2016, 10 percent 
more than foreseen at the start of the year.

In the upstream segment where it is finding most of its 
savings, Total said its operating cost per barrel had fallen by 
about 40 percent since 2014 to below $6 per barrel.

Total’s shares were down 1.02 percent by 0546 ET to lag 
the broader CAC 40 index.                          (Source: Reuters)

 Iranian Energy Minister Hamid Chitchian (L) and Finnish Minister for Foreign Trade and Development Kai Mykkänen met in Tehran on October 26.

A grand ceremony to commemorate National Day of 
Exports was held in Summit Conference on Oct. 20. 

In this ceremony, Minister of Industry, Mine and 
Trade Eng. Mohammad-Reza Ne’matzadeh awarded 
a Plaque of Honor and statue to the Managing Direc-
tor of Nouri Petrochemical Company Eng. Taheri ac-
cording to the performance gained by the company 
in 2015. 

The prestigious ceremony was also attended by 
President Rouhani, Minister of Industry, Mine and 
Trade Eng. Ne’matzadeh, a great number of public 
and private sector activists. 

The ceremony was held at the initiative taken by the 
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran (TPOI). Hereun-
der are considered as the most important criteria 
of selection: exports value, increasing trend of 
exports in the past three years, diversification 
of target market, sustainability of exports, 
history of export background, technical and 
specialized skill in the field of exports, tak-
ing membership in specialized exports unions, 
also active presence in regional and international 
exhibitions, etc. 

Nouri Petrochemical Company is one of 
the largest aromatic producers in world. 
With the annual production of 4,500,000 
tons aromatic products, this industrial and 
manufacturing unit plays a leading role in 
market of petrochemicals in the country 
and Middle East. 

Presently, Persian Gulf Petrochemical In-
dustries Company (Holding) is the major 
shareholder of the company. 

Benzene (HTN), Prthoxylene, Paraxylene, 
heavy cutting, raffinite and untreated naph-
tha are considered as main export products 
of Nouri Petrochemical Company. 

Products of the company are export-
ed to the countries including East Asia, 
Southeast Asia, North Africa, Persian Gulf 

southern littoral 
states, Indian sub-
continent, etc. 

With due ob-
servance to the 
said issue, some 
products of the 
company are either 
exported to neigh-
boring petrochem-
ical companies or 
are consumed by 
domestic factories. 

 These products 
are used in produc-
ing polyesters, arti-
ficial fibers, paints, 
resins, and PET 
bottles, provision of nylon, pharmaceuticals, pesticides 
and industrial solvents. 

The dominant raw materials and feed of this 
complex stands at 4,500,000 tons per annum in-
cluding gas condensates received from South Pars 

Gas Field. 
The report put the exports volume of the 

company in the last Iranian calendar year 
in 1394 (ended March 19, 2016) at more 
than 2,621,162 tons, valued at $1.2 billion, 
accounting for approx. 65 percent of pro-

duction share and also 70 percent of total 
sales share of company. 

It should be noted that approx. 
1,682,477 tons of products of the com-
pany were exported to overseas in the 

first six months of the current Iranian cal-
endar year in 1395 (March 20 – Sept. 21), 
valued at $868,874,964. 

Given the above issue, Nouri Petrochemi-
cal Company is a leader petrochemical com-

pany in the field of exports of petrochemicals 
in the region.

Public Relations Department of Nouri 
Petrochemical Company has seized this op-

portunity to express its special thanks to the 
industrious and hardworking staff and per-

sonnel who took giant stride in line with mate-
rializing most objectives of this industrial and 
production unit. 

Moreover, Public Relations Department of 
the company congratulates this title to the 
great families of Persian Gulf and Nouri petro-
chemical companies and wishes them a rosy 
and bright future. 

Nouri Petrochemical Co. Named 
Exemplary Exporter in 2016
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Iran crude oil exports to hit 
4-month low in November 
Iran’s crude oil exports are set to decline 5 percent in No-
vember to a four-month low, a source with knowledge of its 
preliminary tanker schedule said, as low seasonal demand in 
Europe takes the edge off its post-sanctions export bonanza.

Iran’s oil exports typically hit a low around October or No-
vember each year, reflecting peak refinery maintenance sea-
sons in Europe and in Asia. Next month, however, shipments 
to Asia look to be steady to higher as China’s purchases re-
bound from an October dip to its lowest Iran imports for the 
year so far.

Overall, OPEC’s third-largest producer has been regaining 
market share at a faster pace than analysts had projected since 
sanctions were lifted in January, with its exports of crude and 
condensate hitting a five-year high of 2.60 million barrels per 
day (bpd) or more in September.

Iran’s sales of crude, excluding ultra light oil condensate, are 
set to fall to 1.89 million bpd in November, according to the 
source who is familiar with the tanker schedule, down a second 
straight month from a crude-only five-year high of 2.14 million 
bpd in September.

Compared with a year ago, Tehran’s November crude ex-
ports are set to rise 156 percent, according to the source. De-
tails on the condensate loadings for November are not yet 
available.

If shipments of the ultra light oil were steady with the aver-
age for the first 10 months of the year at 354,000 bpd, total 
crude and condensate exports next month would be about 
2.25 million bpd. That would be down about 310,000 bpd 
from October and at a four-month low, but would still keep 
exports about even with the low-end of 2011 pre-sanctions 
levels.

 China rebound pulls up Asia
Iran’s crude exports excluding condensate to Asia next 

month are likely to total 1.46 million bpd, up 74,000 bpd from 
October, but exports to Europe look to fall to 433,000 bpd 
from 613,000 bpd in October.

Crude oil loadings headed for China will jump 35 percent 
to 609,000 bpd next month from October, followed closely by 
India’s 581,000 bpd. If loading numbers hold, China will regain 
its top-buyer status from India for the first time in two months.

South Korea is set to take 117,000 bpd in November, up 
from 71,000 bpd in October. Japan is lifting 87,000 bpd of 
crude, down 51 percent. Taiwan, which has been buying from 
Iran every other month, will lift about 2 million barrels in No-
vember.

Turkey is lifting 133,000 bpd in November, down 31 per-
cent from the previous month. Greece is lifting around 2 mil-
lion barrels, and Spain and Italy are loading about 1 million 
barrels each.

Iran is additionally pushing about 2 million barrels of crude 
into its offshore storage next month, the source said.

(Source: Reuters)

Russia will not face 
oil deficit as new 

fields may 
be discovered

MOSCOW (Sputnik) — Oil production in Rus-
sia is secured for 36 years due to the volume 
of explored reserves, while production of easy 
oil is secured for 13-15 years, the presentation 
revealed.

“The level of depletion of the proven reserves 
reaches 55%, the level of exploration of initial to-
tal resources is 46%, meaning hundreds of new 
deposits, including dozens of major could be 
found in Russia,” Yevgeny Kiselyov said in a pres-
entation made at the VIII All-Russian Congress 
of Geologists.

In order to maintain the achieved level of oil 
extraction in Russia after 2020, it would be nec-
essary to develop tight oil reserves as well, ac-
cording to the presentation.

The VIII All-Russian Congress of Geologists 
was held on October 26-28 in Moscow.

Crisis at 
Venezuela’s 

PDVSA deepens as 

Caribbean debts pile up
Unpaid debts and broken promises are making 
Venezuelan oil giant PDVSA an outcast in several 
Caribbean countries where it had been a guest 
of honor.

The state-run company’s crumbling finances 
are causing operational disruptions across one 
of its most essential regions, according to internal 
company documents, six sources with knowledge 
of its operations, and Thomson Reuters vessel-
tracking data.

Business partners in the island nations of Cura-
cao, Bonaire, Jamaica and the Bahamas are turn-
ing away from the firm as debts pile up to tug-
boat operators, ship brokers, maritime agencies 
and terminal owners, the sources and documents 
show.

The company’s problems include blocked 
loading operations in the Bahamas and threats 
from the governments of Curacao and Jamaica to 
replace PDVSA as a partner of refineries in both 
places. Many vessels are also anchored offshore, 
blocked from discharging cargoes at ports be-
cause PDVSA has not paid suppliers and business 
partners.                                      (Source: Reuters)



OCTOBER 29, 2016OCTOBER 29, 20166
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

INTERNATIONAL

By Daniel DePetris 

A threadbare alliance

NATO members must pony up if they 
expect the U.S. to stand with them

Historians and political scientists commonly describe the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as the most 
effective military alliance in contemporary history. It 

was the bond between the United States and Western Europe 
that helped contribute to the decline and eventual collapse 
of the Soviet Union. German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
announcement this week that she seeks to substantially 
increase the amount of money devoted to the defense budget 
is a critical step in the right direction if European leaders still 
want the alliance to serve its deterrent function

NATO’s has changed its mandate and presence in the 21st 
century as new members have been inducted into the club. 

Unfortunately, the vast majority of NATO members has 
been unwilling to devote 2 percent of their gross domestic 
product (GDP) toward defense, a requirement for all alliance 
contributors. NATO is no longer exclusively confined to the 
defense of European values and security against the Russian 
army; over the past 15 years, the alliance has gone off 
the European reservation and supported the U.S. military 
in counterterrorism missions in Afghanistan, assisted with 
training of the Iraqi Army, engaged in kinetic operations 
in Libya, and patrolled European waters in anti-piracy and 
countermigration efforts.

Despite NATO’s mission creep — taking an offensive role, 
rather than defensive, in more regions of the world — the 
alliance is still heavily dependent on the United States for the 
lion’s share of its military capability. The most recent defense 
expenditures from the North Atlantic Council shows just how 
lopsided European contribution toward the alliance are.

 Defense accounts
In 2015, Washington spent approximately $618 billion on 

its defense accounts compared to the roughly $253 billion 
that have been expended by the other 27 members. This 
amounts to 3.37 percent of America’s GDP toward defense, 
well over the 2 percent threshold that NATO recommitted 
itself to achieving during its last summit. European members, 
in contrast, averaged 1.43 percent for their defense accounts. 
And of that 1.43 percent, only four European countries — 
the United Kingdom, Poland, Estonia and Greece — were 
complying with the very benchmarks that are supposed to 
comprise NATO policy.

U.S. officials across party lines have long recognized that 
this arrangement simply isn’t fair to the American taxpayer 
or sustainable for the alliance as a whole. Washington has 
long lobbied its European partners to contribute more 
resources toward its own defense than they currently are 
— a message that appears to resonate with European 
leaders, but has been difficult to actually implement 
at a time when much of Europe is still recovering from 
stagnation and recession.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, however, has proven 
to be a welcome exception to this trend. Earlier this summer, 
Ms. Merkel told members of her party that Berlin needed to 
be an example for the rest of Europe by beginning to take 
NATO’s defense spending requirements far more seriously. 
This week, she doubled down on that message in another 
party conference, arguing that Germany and the rest of 
Europe cannot operate on the 20th century assumption that 
the United States will continue to pick up the tab for Europe’s 
external defense. “We have to spend more for our external 
security,” Ms. Merkel said. “The conflicts of this world are 
currently on Europe’s doorstep, massively so.”

Ms. Merkel’s calls for an increase in German defense 
spending will be a tough one to sell to a public traditionally 
weary of foreign entanglements. Her political rivals will likely 
go after her and label her party pro-war. But if NATO is 
to remain relevant beyond this decade, the blunt reality is 
that Europeans need to step up to the plate and actually 
reinvest a larger share of their budgets toward parts of the 
defense budget that go beyond healthcare costs for soldiers 
already in uniform, and the maintenance of infrastructure 
and command headquarters that are already in place. 

At the bare minimum, funds must be devoted to 
acquisition of state-of-the-art hardware, preparation, 
readiness, training, special operations, war gaming and inter-
alliance planning — all of which European governments 
have been reluctant to touch over the past 25 years. 

 Political calculations
The United States, mired in its own massive debt problem 

growing to $20 trillion and beyond, cannot and should not 
continue bailing out the Europeans, particularly if leadership 
on the Continent has made the political calculation that 
national security is a second-tier priority. Indeed, to do so 
would be an abdication of responsibility on the part of U.S. 
policymakers at a time when Americans are becoming more 
concerned about how their money is being spent.

According to the Chicago Council on Global Affairs, 65 
percent of Americans believe that NATO is an essential tool 
to meet U.S. foreign policy objectives. 

The American public clearly realizes that nurturing an 
extensive defense relationship with Europe is a useful policy to 
pursue. Those numbers, however, will decline in the years ahead 
and support for NATO will likely degrade in the United States 
if low European defense spending remains a reality. A military 
alliance is only as credible as the willingness of its membership 
to financially contribute what they promised, a necessity if the 
concept of deterrence is to be respected by adversaries.

Other European politicians must follow Ms. Merkel’s 
lead and come to the conclusion that burden-sharing 
isn’t a budget burden on Europe, but a critical part of 
maintaining a military alliance that has lasted for nearly 
seven decades. And across the Atlantic, America’s elected 
representatives must do their part as well to ensure that 
NATO is unified, durable, adaptive, prepared for various 
contingencies, and ready to act together on short notice. 
That means guarding against the occupational hazard of 
the American taxpayer getting fleeced as the quickest way 
to make all of this happen.

(Source: The Washington Times)

The battle to retake the Iraqi city of Mosul 
from ISIL involves a bewildering array of 
forces some of which would normally be 
sworn enemies. There are about 5,000 
American advisers and trainers with the 
Iraqi army. The Turkish army has a small 
base at Bashiqa near Mosul, in open 
defiance of the Baghdad government, 
and is working with Kurdish forces, who 
are more frequently the army’s enemies 
than allies. As the Iraqi armed forces 
tighten their grip on Mosul, a traditionally 
Sunni city, some of its units are flying 
banners of Shia martyrs. 

This is an explosive mixture. But the 
contradictions can probably be smoothed 
over for as long as it takes to recapture 
the city after two years under the rule 
of the terrorists. Certainly the United 
States has exerted huge diplomatic 
and military efforts to keep the uneasy 
coalition together, arousing suspicions 
that Washington is looking for a victory 
by the date of the presidential election, 
November 8.

What happens afterwards is anybody’s 
guess. But it is clear that the Mosul 
campaign has shone a harsh spotlight 
on Turkey’s increasingly assertive military 
stance in its southern neighbors. Turkish 
troops are in place in both Syria and Iraq 
and are not going to leave.

 Neo-Ottoman
This has been a gradual process 

but it is now clear that Turkey sees an 
enduring military and political role in 
Iraq, a development underpinned by 
neo-Ottoman rhetoric from its president, 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

There are several reasons for Turkey’s 
forward-leaning stance – domestic 
politics, religion and regional ambitions.

Ankara now sees both its neighbors 
as “weak or failed states” which will 
produce instability for the foreseeable 
future, according to the Turkish-American 
analyst, Soner Cagaptay.

The result is a permanent military 
presence to create a cordon sanitaire. 
This is an attempt to seal off Turkey’s own 
restive Kurdish minority from their ethnic 
kin in Syria, where allies of the separatist 
PKK are dominant, and to prevent the 
PKK’s spread into northern Iraq where 
they already have a foothold. 

Erdogan has said that Turkey is not 
happy with the borders it was forced to 
accept in 1923. At the time, it wanted 

to extend southward to include Mosul. 
This raises the question of whether it will 
annex territory to redress its losses in 
the colonial era. But that is unlikely – to 
challenge official borders would open the 
way for dreams of a pan-Kurdish state 
claiming south-eastern Turkey.

Of greater long-term concern is 
Erdogan’s expansive rhetoric. On 
October 22 he described Iraq, Syria and 
Bosnia as “part of our soul”. Such words 
seem to presage an interventionist 
foreign policy in the former lands of the 
Ottoman Empire, the predecessor of the 
Turkish Republic.

The government in Baghdad is 
concerned that once established in Iraq, 
Turkey will not just intervene to fight the 
rise of the PKK and its allies but also to act 

as the protector of the Sunnis there. This 
could lead to war, the Iraqi prime minister, 
Hayder Al Abadi, has warned.

It is not just a question of supporting 
Turkey’s co-religionists. There are clear 
signs that Erdogan is keen to pursue a 
more energetic regional policy. 

The downsizing of the empire of the 
Turks was more recent and drastic. Its 
modern borders were drawn after the 
First World War. The new Turkish Republic 
for–swore regional entanglements and 
looked westward to Europe for three 
generations. But so long as the Arab 
states are weak, the old empires cannot 
sit tight.

Signs of a similar imperial revival can 
be seen in Turkey: the religious energies 
unleashed by Erdogan have spawned a 

mood of Ottoman nostalgia.
How far Erdogan can turn his desires 

into reality is moot. His first foreign power 
play – removing Syrian president Bashar 
Al Assad – has failed. 

For the moment, the U.S. has 
abandoned major military interventions 
into the Middle East, except for 
supporting the fight to destroy ISIL, which 
it sees as a threat to the homeland.

With America taking a back seat, 
there is a struggle for leadership. But 
it would have taken a very insightful 
analyst to predict that the withdrawal 
of one imperial power would revive a 
contest between two defeated empires 
over the legacy of wars fought four 
centuries ago.

(Source: The National)

Erdogan has said that Turkey is not happy with the borders it was 
forced to accept in 1923. At the time, it wanted to extend southward 

to include Mosul. This raises the question of whether it will annex 
territory to redress its losses in the colonial era.

With all eyes focused on Mosul, Aleppo and Russia’s 
military buildup in the Middle East, the sharply 
deteriorating security situation in Afghanistan has been 
all but ignored by Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump. 
Whoever wins the U.S. presidency, such insouciance will 
be hard to justify beyond January’s inauguration day.

As last week’s killing of 30 villagers in Ghor province 
showed, Afghanistan has a way of forcing itself into the 
political headlights. Barack Obama learned this lesson 
the hard way. He promised to end the war. Instead, he 
escalated, faltered, then lost interest. 

Obama’s 2009 Afghan “surge”, supported by Clinton, 
then the U.S. secretary of state, sent an additional 51,000 
troops to the country. But the reinforcements failed to 
end the Taliban insurgency. In 2014 Obama said the 
war was ending. But he has had to eat his words. As 
he leaves office, 8,400 U.S. soldiers and a large air force 
contingent remain behind.

The Afghan Taliban, supported by elements in 
Pakistan, are still the deadliest and most numerous foe. 
Recent estimates suggest they are gaining territory in 
Helmand, where British troops once did battle. Repeated 
offensives around Kunduz in the north and audacious 
attacks on Kabul have been beaten back, but with great 
difficulty. 

Al-Qaida terrorists – the reason the U.S. entered 
Afghanistan in 2001 – remain active in at least seven 
provinces, while ISIL has gained a foothold in Nangarhar. 
Rival ethnic warlords further complicate the picture.

 America’s longest war
Afghanistan is now America’s longest war. Its 15th 

anniversary fell on 7 October. More than 2,300 U.S. 
troops have died there. The conflict has cost U.S. 
taxpayers an estimated $686bn. 

Yet despite recent, tentative peace talks, it is far from 
over. Afghanistan has become the dirty little secret of the 
U.S. presidential campaign that neither candidate cares 
to discuss. 

Across all three presidential debates, Afghanistan 
was only mentioned once, by Clinton, and then only 
in passing. The Democrat, already under fire for her 
support for the 2003 Iraq invasion and the 2011 U.S. 
intervention in Libya, has little incentive to draw attention 
to unfinished business in Afghanistan. She knows the war 
is deeply unpopular with voters.

For his part, Trump seems to understand little and 
care less. He once said the war was a “terrible mistake” 
but has no known policy. Even the Taliban feel affronted. 
A Talib spokesman, quoted by analyst Yochi Dreazen, 
commented after the first debate that Trump says 
“anything that comes to his tongue” and is “not serious”.

This shared indifference cannot last, Dreazen wrote. 
“Whatever the reason, the silence about Afghanistan is 
a genuine shame since the future of the long U.S.-led 
war there will be one of the first major choices that a 
President Trump or a President Clinton would have to 
make … The next president will need to decide whether 
to leave the troops there, send more, or bring even more 
of them home.” 

Abandoning Afghanistan is probably not an option, 
however much western countries would like to wish 
away the problem. Despite the failure of many rural 

reconstruction projects, 70 donor countries recently 
pledged another $15.2bn for the next four years. 

While humanitarian needs are undoubtedly acute, 
such generosity looks like a triumph of hope over 
experience. 

Afghan refugees continue to head for Europe in large 
numbers. The conflict further destabilizes Pakistan.

NATO’s fond hope that the much-trained Afghan army 
and police would effectively replace western troops and 
provide adequate security has proved illusory. According 
to U.S. estimates, the Taliban now controls more territory 
than at any time since 2001. So far in 2016, nearly 2,500 
civilians have died, the UN says. Many were killed by 
government forces. Child casualties are up 15%.

Whatever Clinton and Trump may think, Afghanistan 
is not a problem they can duck for long.

(Source: The Guardian)

Afghanistan is the dirty little secret of the U.S. presidential campaign 

“Whatever the reason, the silence about Afghanistan is a genuine 
shame since the future of the long U.S.-led war there will be one 
of the first major choices that a President Trump or a President 
Clinton would have to make … The next president will need to 
decide whether to leave the troops there, send more, or bring 
even more of them home” analyst Yochi Dreazen commented. 

After 400 years, the clash of competing 
empires continues

Fight against Taliban is now America’s longest war but has been all but ignored 
by Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump
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As she marches toward the U.S. 
presidency, Hillary Clinton has 
stepped up her promotion of 

the idea that a no-fly zone in Syria 
could “save lives” and “hasten the end 
of the conflict” that has devastated 
that country since 2011.

It has now been revealed, of 
course, that Clinton hasn’t always 
expressed the same optimism about 
the no-fly zone in private. The Inter-
cept (10/10/16) reported on Clinton’s 
recently leaked remarks in a closed-
door speech to Goldman Sachs in 
2013:

“To have a no-fly zone you have to 
take out all of the air defense, many 
of which are located in populated ar-
eas. So our missiles, even if they are 
standoff missiles so we’re not putting 
our pilots at risk—you’re going to kill 
a lot of Syrians.”

Other relevant characters, such as 
US Joint Chiefs of Staff chair Joseph 
Dunford (Daily Caller, 9/26/16), have 
warned that a no-fly zone in Syria 
would simply intensify the conflict—
which presumably isn’t the best way 
to hasten its end.

Luckily for those who prefer to 
rally around illogic, however, plenty 
of media have already rolled out the 
welcome mat for peddlers of the “hu-
manitarian” vision of increased West-
ern military interference in Syria.

The New York Times’ Nicho-
las Kristof (10/6/16) argues against 
“Obama’s paralysis” and for “more 
robust strategies advocated by Hillary 
Clinton.”

The New York Times’ self-appoint-
ed savior of women, Nicholas Krist-
of (10/6/16), invoked the plight of a 
young Syrian girl in Aleppo to con-
clude that Obama’s alleged “paralysis” 
on Syria “has been linked to the loss 
of perhaps half a million lives” in the 
country, as well as to “the rise of ex-

tremist groups like the Islamic State,” 
among other unpleasant outcomes. 
We have no “excuse,” we’re told, for 
“failing to respond to mass atrocities.”

Never mind that the rise of ISIS 
has much to do with that mass atroc-
ity known as the US invasion of Iraq, 
thanks to which many young Iraqi 
girls and other human beings have 
suffered rape, mutilation and death. 
It’s convenient for certain industries, 
at least, when U.S. weapons are 
deemed the solution for problems 
U.S. weapons helped to create in the 
first place.

Furthermore, plenty of U.S. weap-
ons continue to flow to countries 
known for arming and funding ISIS 
and similar outfits—an arrangement 
unlikely to be rectified by a no-fly 
zone targeting the Syrian govern-
ment and the Russians.

USA Today (10/8/16), meanwhile, 
ran an opinion piece by an Amer-
ican doctor who worked briefly at a 
now-destroyed hospital in Aleppo, 
arguing that the U.S. “should lead the 
way in establishing real no-fly zones, 
either under United Nations auspices 
or with the British and the French”—
because “otherwise, our inaction will 
continue to be an embarrassment 
and stand as an example of our 
spineless irresponsibility.”

But considering that there has al-
ready been plenty of U.S. action in 
Syria—including the mistaken “pul-
verization” of whole families with chil-
dren—it would seem we’ve already 
exhibited a fair amount of lethal irre-
sponsibility.

Beyond the opinion pages, media 

figures are pushing the “humanitari-
an” approach with varying degrees of 
subtlety. Meet the Press host Chuck 
Todd (10/16/16) recently pressed Vice 
President Joe Biden on the lack of a 
no-fly zone over Aleppo, suggesting 
that the Obama administration will 
“look back and wonder what if? What 
if? What if? What if?”

Of course, no campaign for saving 
lives with bombs would be complete 
without everyone’s favorite examples 
of feel-good destruction from the for-
mer Yugoslavia. The Washington Post 
(9/9/16) hosted an opinion by Bosnia 
and Herzegovina’s first ambassa-
dor to the UN, Muhamed Sacirbey, 
straightforwardly headlined: “Western 
Military Intervention Saved Lives in 
Bosnia. It Can Work in Syria, Too.”

Sacirbey warns that “Syria’s larg-
est city is on the brink of starvation. 
Bombed from the skies and besieged 
on the ground, Aleppo’s 2 million 
residents may soon be exterminat-
ed.” Gone, apparently, are the days of 
factchecking, when someone at the 
Post might have alerted the author 

to the reality that the vast majority 
of Aleppo’s residents live in govern-
ment-controlled areas and are thus 
not under attack by said government.

Comparing Aleppo to besieged 
Sarajevo, Sacirbey determines that 
Sarajevans ultimately “escaped many 
of the horrors now awaiting Aleppo’s 
residents… because NATO opted (al-
beit belatedly and, too often, inade-
quately) to uphold its responsibility to 
protect Bosnian civilians.”

After lauding Bosnia’s no-fly zone, 
Sacirbey pulls this prediction out of a 
hat: “Limited military intervention in 
Syria would save civilian lives, perhaps 
as many as 200 a week.”

In their indispensable essay for 
Monthly Review (10/07), “The Dis-
mantling of Yugoslavia: A Study in 
Inhumanitarian Intervention (and a 
Western Liberal-Left Intellectual and 
Moral Collapse),” Edward S. Herman 
and David Peterson make it unavoid-
ably clear that the West’s business in 
Bosnia had nothing to do with saving 
lives—and much to do with the con-
trary.

The Bill Clinton administration, 
they note, actively sabotaged agree-
ments to end the war at an earlier 
date, while “helping arm the Bosnian 
Muslims and Croatians and helping 
bring thousands of Mujahedin to fight 
in Bosnia.” America’s support in this 
case for jihadists—a secret alliance 
also discussed by scholar Tariq Ali 
(Guardian, 9/9/06)—further compli-
cates the assumption that the U.S. is 
somehow capable of fixing the cur-
rent jihad problem.

In predictable fashion, U.S. media 
led the charge to the Bosnian inter-
vention (Extra!, 10-11/92), dutifully 
painting the Serbs as demonic ag-
gressors, parroting inflated Bosnian 
casualty estimates and otherwise be-
having as the official PR arm of the 
establishment.

A similar performance was re-
peated shortly thereafter with Koso-
vo, where minimal regard was given 
to actual facts on the ground and 
the specter of Serbian-waged geno-
cide was instead hysterically invoked. 
Noam Chomsky (Monthly Review, 
9/08) cited various reports, including 
from the British government, that the 
U.S.-backed Kosovo Liberation Army 
was actually responsible for more kill-
ings than the Serbs in the run-up to 
NATO’s bombing campaign—a pro-
ject that naturally also managed to kill 
several thousand people.

While Yugoslavia has now been 
fully dismantled, the myth of West-
ern humanitarian intervention there 
has emerged unscathed; in his recent 
dispatch on Syria, Kristof brought up 
Kosovo as an example of how “the 

military toolbox has saved lives.”
To be sure, “saving lives” is a 

much nobler goal than, say, endow-
ing NATO with a new lease on life or 
clearing the way for total neoliberal 
assault—two outcomes of the West’s 
Yugoslav ventures. Hence the utility, 
as Herman and Peterson write, of the 
“edifice of lies that serves and protects 
the Western interventions in the for-
mer Yugoslavia—and which laid the 
ideological foundations for the U.S. 
role in Iraq and for future so-called 
humanitarian interventions.”

In Syria’s brutal war, meanwhile, 
humanitarian motives will presumably 
be utilized as a veneer for pursuing 
more fundamental goals, like neutral-
izing resistance to U.S./Israeli regional 
designs and promoting that profitable 
sort of chaos that produces massive 
arms sales.

And just as those in the West who 
failed to leap onto the bandwagon in 
Yugoslavia were denounced as “apol-
ogists for genocide” and the like, op-
ponents of increased Western military 
action in Syria will be increasingly as-
sailed as pro-Assad fanatics with Syri-
an blood on their hands.

One strong candidate for fanat-
ic-hood is Greg Shupak, who in a 
recent Jacobin magazine dispatch 
(10/20/16) dared to argue that a no-
fly zone “would actually represent an 
escalation of war that is guaranteed 
to harm civilians in the name of pro-
tecting them.” Emphasizing that op-
position to said zone is not meant in 
any way “to minimize or rationalize 
the torture, mass killings or severe 
sieges enacted by the Syrian state 
and its allies,” Shupak continues: “The 
imminent question, however, is not, 
‘Is the Syrian government good?’; it’s 
‘Should America drop more bombs 
on Syria?’”

Because, at the end of the day, 
humanitarian war just isn’t humanly 
possible.                       (Source: FAIR)

By Belén Fernández

U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff chair Joseph 
Dunford has warned that a no-fly zone 

in Syria would simply intensify the 
conflict—which presumably isn’t the 

best way to hasten its end.

It’s convenient for certain industries, 
at least, when U.S. weapons are 

deemed the solution for problems U.S. 
weapons helped to create in the first 

place.

Media roll out welcome mat for 
‘humanitarian’ war in Syria
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Ask Us Your Required Short 
Term / Long Term Furnished 
&Unfurnished Apartments.

آپارتمان هاى كوتاه مدت و بلند مدت مبله 
و غير مبله مورد نياز خود را از ما بخواهيد.

Super Luxury Apt. in Mahmoudieh
New brand, 220 sq.m, 3 bdrs, furn 

& unfurn, nice balcony, 
nice view, luxury lobby, 

SPJ, roof garden,  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
150 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, marble 

floor, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Farmanieh
180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 
marble floor, large balcony, 

mountain view, $2700
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Aqdasiyeh
3rd Fl., 120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, 

nice lobby, Pkg, $1800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Zaferanieh
300 sq.m, 4 bdrs, fully furn, large 

living room, $3400
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Aqdasieh
700 sq.m built up, 5 bdrs, pool, 

renovated, garden, Pkg,  
Suitable for Embassy & Ambassador, 

$11000  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Elahieh
500 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.m 

land, 5 bdrs, unfurn, outdoor pool, 
nice garden, $8000

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
800 sq.m built up, 4 bdrs, 

pool, garden,  Pkg, renovated,
Suitable for Residency & Embassy, 

$15000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Velenjak
800 sq.m built up in 1300 sq.m 
land, furn, large living room, 

nice garden, 9000 USD
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bldg. in Zaferanieh

5-Storey, 10 units, each unit 

210 sq.m with 3 rooms, SPJ, 

Pkg, almost new,  

Good for Residencies Or Embassies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Bldg. in Zaferanieh

Brand new, 10 units, each 220 

Sq.m, totally 35 rooms, Pkg lot

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Commercial Bldg. in Jordan

5-Storey, 3200 sq.m built up, 

500 sq.m land, 3 level Pkg, car 

wash, Suitable for Companies 

& Residencies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Bldg. in Velenjak

1200 sq.m built up in 700 sq.m 

land, all renovated, Pkg lot

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 

balcony, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Andarzgoo
1st Fl., 90 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, 

Pkg, nice & cozy, $1200
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Farmanieh
160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
2nd Fl., 150 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 

fully furn, Pkg, 1900 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, 

balcony, nice view, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Jordan
3rd Fl., 150 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 

fully furn, Pkg, 1800 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

زعفرانيه ( لوكس)
240 متر، 3 خواب، 2 پاركينگ، سالن 

اجتماعات، متريال برند اروپا
فربد: 09128484216 

محموديه 
تاپ ترين مجموعه آرشيتكت بنام 
340 متر، 3 خواب + سوئيت مجزا، 

لابى مجلل، سوپر لوكس
نادرنيا: 09128440152

زعفرانيه 
خاص ترين برج منطقه

300 متر، 4 خواب، لابى مجلل، 
2 پاركينگ، سالن اجتماعات

فربد: 09128484216
زعفرانيه

300 متر، 3 خواب + سوئيت مجزا، 
در بهترين فرعى منطقه، 

بازسازى بسيار شيك، %100 فروشنده
نادرنيا: 09128440152

نياوران
110 متر، 2 خواب، لابى مجلل، نشيمن مجزا، 

فرعى دنج، نوساز، زير قيمت
فربد: 09128484216

Luxury Office

300 sq.m  open office, lobby, Pkg, 

Good For Companies,

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office in Jordan

All brand new, 600 sq.m built up, open 

space,  Pkg, $45 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Vanak

1500 built up, flat, high standard Bldg., 

full of foreign companies, Pkg, 

Suitable for Companies

Price: $63 per sq.m

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Administrative license Bldg.

500 sq.m office, open office, Pkg, 

highway, Suitable for Foreign 

Companies, each sq: $45

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office in Jordan

 Brand new, 3000 sq.m built up, 

5 units, Pkg lot

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Elahieh

5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m, 

totally 40 rooms, large Pkg lots, 

$40 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Jordan

250 sq.m, 2 rooms, 7 car Pkgs, 

$45 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Vali-Asr 

110 sq.m, 3 rooms, furn & unfurn, 

almost new, Pkg lot, lobby, 

full of foreign companies, 

Suitable for Companies

Price: $40 per sq.m

Ms.Diba: 09128103206



7 fall fruits and veggies you 
should be eating this season
There are three major benefits to 

buying foods according to the sea-
son: better taste, more nutrients, 

and cheaper prices. I'm sharing seven of 
my favorite fall fruits and veggies. 

 Apples
I like my apples like I like the weath-

er—nice and crisp! There's 
such a wide range to choose 
from: tart Granny Smith, 
sweet Pink Lady, mild 
Golden Delicious, sweet-
tart Fuji (my favorite!), and 
more.

Try a bunch to see which 
you like best. Apples are high 
in fiber and low in calories, so they 
make an awesome mid-day snack. 
Some experts even say they can be 
good for weight loss. Eat them plain, 
spread some peanut butter on ‘em, 
or get cooking! Pro tip: Granny Smith 
apples are great for bak-
ing.

 Butternut squash
Remember when 

Joey from Friends 
made fun of Ross for 
calling it “squatternut 
bosh”? Call it whatever you 
want, the cool-weather squash 
is a must-have in my book. It has a 

slightly sweet flavor and it's 
seriously filling. It's also an 
excellent source of vita-
min A and vitamin C, both 
of which are great to take 
in as we head into cold 
season. Butternut squash is 
fantastic steamed & mashed, 
cubed & cooked in a skillet, and even 

baked into French fries! That last 
one’s a life changer.

 Brussels sprouts
Brussels sprouts have 

made a comeback in the 
past few years; they’re 
not the boring boiled veg-

gies grandma used to make!
When cooked right, 

Brussels sprouts are ten-
der and delicious with a 
slightly nutty taste. Get creative 
with sauces (balsamic vin-
egar, teriyaki marinade, 
marinara, etc.) and dif-
ferent mix-ins (like nuts, dried fruit)! Not 

quite sure how to prepare them? 
First, slice off and discard 

the tough ends; then 
cut them in half.

Next, steam 
them in the micro-

wave, toss them in 
a slow cooker with a 

little liquid, or bake them 

in the oven at a high temp. Easy 
peasy!

 Spaghetti 
squash

Anyone who 
knows me knows 
that I love this 

squash! It’s a great 
swap for pasta: You 

can save loads of calories and carbs, 
but you'll still feel like you're eating a 

bowl of spaghetti. (Yes, I know 
that’s slightly obvious given its 
name). Don’t be intimidated 
by its tough exterior; once 
cooked until soft, you can 

easily scrape out the noodle-
like strands. Bake it in the oven, 

microwave it, or make it in a slow 
cooker. The choice is yours. Here's a 

fantastic guide that outlines all three 
techniques, plus serving suggestions!

 Beets
If you’ve got a sweet tooth, beets 
are a surprisingly good way to sat-

isfy it. Like all my favorite 
fall foods, beets come 

with some good-for-
you benefits. They're 
crammed with antioxi-
dants and are even said 

to be a blood purifier. (Deli-
cious detox, anyone?) My num-

ber-one way to enjoy beets? Baked 

into crispy chips!
They're super easy to 
make, and they'll crush 

a potato-chip craving 
for a fraction of the 
calories.

 Cauliflower
Cauliflower is the 

gift that keeps on giv-
ing. Once I discovered 

that cauliflower could be blitzed in 
a blender to be used as a rice substitute, 
I became obsessed! It's amazing in soups, 
"fried rice," pizza crust. I also like to mash 
cauliflower as a way to bulk up mashed 
potatoes. You can even use those mash-
ies as a light topping for shepherd's pie. 
Try it!

 Acorn squash
The sweet, nutty flavor of acorn squash 

makes it the perfect way to round out this 
list. And the softball-sized gourd is in-

credible stuffed with other foods! 
Just halve it, remove the 

seeds, and bake for a 
couple of tasty ed-
ible bowls. Fill it with 
chili, veggies in light 
cheese sauce. The 
list goes on and on. 

Trust me: This find can 
really squash a craving 
for comfort food!

(Source: verywell.com)

Migraines could be caused by 
gut bacteria, study suggests 

Migraine sufferers have a different mix of gut bacte-
ria that could make them more sensitive to certain 
foods, scientists have found.

The study offers a potential explanation for why some 
people are more susceptible to debilitating headaches and 
why some foods appear to act as triggers for migraines. 

The research showed that migraine sufferers had higher 
levels of bacteria that are known to be involved in processing 
nitrates, which are typically found in processed meats, leafy 
vegetables and some wines.

The latest findings raise the possibility that migraines 
could be triggered when nitrates in food are broken 
down more efficiently, causing vessels in the brain and 
scalp to dilate.

Antonio Gonzalez, a programmer analyst at the Univer-
sity of California San Diego and the study’s first author, said: 
“There is this idea out there that certain foods trigger mi-
graines - chocolate, wine and especially foods containing 
nitrates. We thought that perhaps there are connections be-
tween what people are eating, their micro biomes and their 
experiences with migraines.”

When nitrates in food are broken down by bacteria in the 
mouth and gut they are eventually converted into nitric oxide 
in the blood stream, a chemical that dilates blood vessels and 
can aid cardiovascular health by boosting circulation.

However, around four in five cardiac patients who take 
nitrate-containing drugs for chest pain or heart failure report 
severe headaches as a side effect.

Dr Brendan Davies, a consultant neurologist at the Univer-
sity Hospitals of North Midlands and a trustee of the Migraine 
Trust, said the idea of gut bacteria playing a role in migraine 
was medically plausible. “There’s something called a hot dog 
headache, where nitrates are suspected to be involved,” he 
said. “This is interesting work, but would need to be con-
firmed.”

The study, published last Tuesday in the journal mSystems, 
sequenced bacteria found in 172 oral samples and 1,996 fae-
cal samples from healthy participants, who had also reported 
whether they were affected by migraines.

In both oral and faecal samples, people with migraines 
had slightly higher levels of bacteria linked to breaking down 
nitrates.

Around one in seven people suffer from migraines, with 
the majority having an attack more than once a month 
and about half being severely affected when they get a 
migraine. Symptoms typically involve a throbbing head-
ache, nausea and lethargy. Some people also experience 
a visual aura, which appears as shimmering light in the 
peripheral vision.

Diet, stress and lack of sleep are all known to be triggers, 
and hormones are also thought to play a role - migraine af-
fects three times as many women as men.

Chocolate is sometimes cited as a migraine trigger, but 
previous research suggests that often people crave sweet 
food during a preparatory phase of the migraine before 
symptoms have started. That is, you want to eat chocolate 
because you’re about to get a migraine, rather than choco-
late being the cause.

The scientists are now planning a controlled diet study of 
migraine sufferers to see whether nitric oxide levels in the 
bloodstream are linked to migraine attacks.

In the future, the researchers said, it might be possible to 
“have a magical probiotic mouthwash” that would alter the 
balance of bacteria to help prevent migraines.

For now, though, “If you suspect that nitrates are causing 
you migraines, you should try to avoid them in your diet,” 
said Gonzalez.

(Source: The Guardian)
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PRIVATE PARKING LOT
Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) – Rahimzade Alley – Taleqani

Crossroads – Valiasr St.   Tell: 66476855

I n d i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

Since: 1969

Address: No.52, Darya-Noorani Blv.Crossroad,

Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb

Tel: 88562040 - 88562050

Since: 1969Since: 1969

No 5252525252 Darya Noorannnnii Blv C

villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beau�ful old trees and lush courtyard, 

swimming pool, gym and tennis court 

Mede Shah  09372748090  -  021-22051919  - Mede78@yahoo.com 

Fereshteh Bagh [Garden] Tower
350 sq.m, 4 bedrooms, super luxury, 10 sq.m balcony, fully 

furnished, chic and very beau�ful  Babak (0912-6507011)

Career Opportunity
An International Acting Company in 

power sector is looking for 
secretary-administrator. 

Graduated with four years of experi-
ence with reputable company in office 

administration 
With English knowledge, speaking, 

writing, translating
Perfect usage of MS-Office application 

CV to be sent to the following Fax 
Number in Tehran: 88304917 or at e-mail: 

business@abepower.com 

 By Lisa Lillien

Supplements aren't held to the same standards as FDA-
approved drugs. Evidence indicates that few are effec-
tive, many are useless, and others may be harmful.

Dietary supplements—including herbs, vitamins, 
minerals, and other products—are a $37-billion indus-
try in the United States, and 60% of women are taking 
them regularly. At the same time, mounting research is 
suggesting that supplements—even mainstays like cal-
cium—may be harmful at high doses.

The use of supplements and other alternatives to 
standard treatments is centuries old, but Dr. David Ei-
senberg, adjunct associate professor at the Harvard 
T.H. Chan School of Public Health, was the first to doc-
ument the widespread use of alternative therapies in 
the United States. In a 1993 article in The New England 
Journal of Medicine, Dr. Eisenberg and colleagues re-
ported that more than a third of Americans were using 
unconventional therapies, largely for chronic condi-
tions, and most were doing so without letting their cli-
nicians know. That report covered acupuncture, spinal 
manipulation, massage, and yoga, but it also focused 
public attention on all unconventional treatments, in-
cluding the growing use of herbal remedies and other 
dietary supplements. In 1998, the Office of Alternative 
Medicine in the National Institutes of Health (NIH) was 
revamped as the National Center for Complementary 
and Alternative Medicine and charged with funding 
rigorous studies into the safety and effectiveness of 
alternative physical treatments as well as popular di-
etary supplements and herbs.

 The evidence for herbs
The traditional practice of herbal medicine involves 

combining different herbs and using them in a variety of 
preparations. Herbal remedies marketed today are usu-
ally powders or extracts derived from plant leaves, stems, 
or roots. Several studies, largely NIH-funded, have put 
some remedies often recommended for women to the 
test. The results are summarized below.

• Black cohosh. A plant long used as a home rem-
edy for arthritis, black cohosh has been recommended 
for hot flashes, night sweats, vaginal dryness, and other 
menopausal symptoms. Studies of its effectiveness have 

had mixed results. However, there are more than 50 re-
ports of liver damage in people taking it, although it is 
unknown whether black cohosh or another substance in 
the preparation triggered the reactions.

• Chamomile. This herb appears to be effective in reliev-
ing anxiety. Although less potent than prescription drugs, a 
cup of chamomile tea may soothe your nerves. Because 
chamomile is related to ragweed, marigolds, chrysanthe-
mums, and daisies, it may trigger an allergic reaction if you 
have asthma or are allergic to these plants.

• Echinacea. There is no conclusive evidence 
that echinacea either prevents colds or reduces cold 
symptoms. It may trigger reactions in people who are 
allergic to ragweed, marigolds, chrysanthemums, or 
daisies.

• Ginseng. Although ginseng has been touted as a 
remedy for everything from colds to fatigue to forgetful-
ness, there isn't strong evidence from clinical trials that it 
has any of those properties. Ginseng may also interact 
with aspirin and the anti-clotting agent warfarin (Cou-
madin).

• Ginkgo biloba. Extracts from the leaves of the gink-
go tree are promoted for improving memory and pre-
venting and treating dementia. However, in the Ginkgo 

Evaluation of Memory study of 3,000 men and women 
over age 75, ginkgo didn't slow cognitive decline or re-
duce the incidence of dementia over a six-year period. 
Ginkgo may also increase bleeding risk.

• Milk thistle. Laboratory studies indicated that this 
herb, also known as silymarin, had a protective effect on 
liver cells, but clinical trials haven't validated any benefit. 

• St. John's wort. A few early studies indicated that St. 
John's wort might alleviate depression, but larger trials 
failed to confirm those results. St. John's wort also in-
teracts with a large number of prescription medications.

• What's up with supplements?
Vitamins, minerals, amino acids, and other com-

pounds that are essential for good health have been 
marketed as supplements for decades. However, rela-
tively few have been tested in clinical trials. Those that 
have been or are being subjected to scientific scrutiny 
include the following:

• Calcium. Research has indicated that high doses of 
calcium from supplements don't have much of an effect 
on bone density and increase the risk of heart disease 
and kidney stones. If you aren't getting at least 500 to 
700 milligrams (mg) of calcium in your daily diet, you 
may need a supplement, but it's a good idea to limit 
your supplement intake to 600 mg a day.

• Glucosamine and chondroitin. These substances, 
both components of cartilage, are used to prevent ar-
thritis and relieve joint pain. Clinical trials have shown 
that they have little effect.

• Melatonin. A synthetic copy of a natural hormone, 
melatonin is used for jet lag, sleep disturbances, and in-
somnia. Research has determined that it can be effective 
at doses as low as 0.5 mg. If you're considering it, talk to 
your doctor about dosage and timing.

• Vitamin D. Because most people who live in north-
ern latitudes don't make enough vitamin D from sun ex-
posure, a supplement may be necessary to fill the daily 
requirement of 800 international units (IUs). Whether 
higher, 2,000-IU doses reduce the risk of heart attack, 
stroke, or cancer will be determined by the 25,000-per-
son Vitamin D and Omega-3 Trial (the VITAL study), 
whose results will be announced in 2017.    1 3

Why dietary supplements are suspect

Mounting research is 
suggesting that supplements—
even mainstays like calcium—
may be harmful at high doses.

By Hannah Devlin



By Alireza Khorasani
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Last year, Microsoft made a splash with its Surface 
Book and Surface Pro 4. This year, Redmond is simul-
taneously updating its Surface Book lineup and push-
ing its hardware in new directions. To-date, all of the 
Surface hardware has been focused on the laptop 
and ultraportable market (well, assuming you don’t 
count the original Microsoft Surface). On Wednes-
day, Microsoft unveiled several Surface 
systems — an updated Surface Book with 
a Core i7 processor starting at $2,399, 
and a 28-inch AIO (all-in-one) that’ll start at 
an eye-watering $3,000.

Let’s start with the Surface Book, since that’s 
most similar to existing hardware on the market. 
According to Panos Pinay, the new Surface Book 
will have twice the graphics performance of its pre-
decessor (which used a custom Nvidia GPU) and 
30% more battery life. It uses an Intel Skylake chip, 
not the newer Kaby Lake, but the difference should 
be fairly small. Other features of the system, like its 
two-in-one design, custom hinge, and PixelSense 
touchscreen are identical between the two Sur-
face Books. Microsoft is promising up to 16 hours 
of battery life — and that’s no small achievement 
for a laptop. Outwardly the new Surface Book looks 
much like the old Surface Book, but Microsoft has 
added a second cooling fan (this may also account 
for most of its performance improvements).

Microsoft was willing to share more details about 
the 28-inch Surface Studio. This AIO packs a screen 
with 4,500×3,000 pixels in a 3:2 aspect ratio and a 
jaw-dropping 13.5 megapixels. That’s nearly 1.63x 
more pixels than you’d find in your average 4K 
monitor — though if I’m being honest, I’d ques-
tion the need for such a high-resolution display. My 
own rule of thumb is that if you need to use screen 
magnification to use the panel, it’s resolution is too 
high already.

5K panels may make sense if you intend to edit 
4K video, since the aspect ratio is the same, but a 
3:2 aspect ratio doesn’t cleanly match a 16:9 source, 

even if the total number of pixels on the Surface Stu-
dio is slightly lower than in a 5K (5,120×2,880) panel. 

The system’s display is just 12.5mm thick (there 
are entire laptops much thicker 

than that). It can be 
manually adjusted 
to lie nearly flat if 
you want to use it 

for drawing or art, or 
can be mounted in a 

more traditional fash-
ion.

Microsoft is 
shipping a new hardware 
peripheral alongside the 
Surface Studio, dubbed 
the Surface Dial. The 
Dial can be used as a 
f o r w a r d - a n d - b a c k 
tool to step through 
a drawing. It can 
also be used to ap-
ply filters, change 
colors, and adjust 
other aspects of an 
image. The Surface 

Dial doesn’t have a dedicated UI interface of its 
own, Ars Technica reports — instead it seems to 
detect where it’s been placed and offers contextual 
options based on where it is on-screen. The Dial is 

also available for purchase as a stand-alone 
$99 device, and supports the Surface Pro 
3, Pro 4, and the Surface Book. The Studio 
comes with a Dial packed in, alongside a 
Surface Mouse and Surface Keyboard.

Unlike the new Surface Book, we actu-
ally know a number of the specifications 

for the Surface Studio. At the highest-end, 
the system will use a 270W integrated PSU, 

a 2TB “rapid” hard drive (implying either 
the use of a hybrid cache drive or at 

least a solid state hybrid drive), an 
Nvidia GTX 980M, 32GB of RAM, a 
Core i7 Skylake CPU, integrated 2.1 
speakers, and a front-facing 5MP 
camera. In addition, 802.11ac WiFi, 
Bluetooth, an SD card reader, 4x 
USB 3.0 ports, an Ethernet jack, 
and a mini-DisplayPort connector 
are standard on all models.

Over at Penny Arcade, Gabe 
has spent some time testing one 
of the lower-end Surface Studi-
os, with a Core i5, Nvidia GTX 
965M, 8GB of RAM, and a 1TB 
drive. That’s the system Micro-
soft is debuting at $3,000. If you 
want the full fat configuration, 
it’ll cost you just over $4,000. 
Gabe, however, seems quite 
taken with the hardware.

(source: extremetech)

As expected, Apple finally announced 
some new MacBooks at its special event 
today. The MacBook Pro line has received 
a much needed refresh. The new Mac-
Book Pro laptops still come in 13" and 15" 
sizes, though this time you can choose 
between silver and gray as colors. They're 
made from aluminum, even more this 
time around than in the previous design.

There are two 13-inch models. The 
entry level option is aimed at fans of the 
MacBook Air. It's 14.9mm thin, comes with 
two Thunderbolt 3 ports, and weighs 3 
pounds. It's powered by a sixth-gen 2 GHz 
dual-core Intel Core i5, with Iris Graphics 
540, 8GB of RAM, and a 256GB SSD. It 
is priced from $1,499 and is available on 
pre-order through Apple’s website.

The high-end 13-inch model is also 
14.9mm thin, and weighs 3 pounds too. 
The sole 15-inch iteration is 15.5mm thin, 
and it weighs 4 pounds. Both are thinner 
and lighter than their predecessors, un-
surprisingly. And they both have touch-
pads that are two times bigger than what 
their predecessors had, as well as a new 
keyboard with the company's Butterfly 
mechanism that debuted in the 12-inch 
MacBook (though with more key travel in 
this case, thankfully).

Touch ID fingerprint recognition is 
built into the power button, as previous-
ly rumored. Multiple people can set up 

their fingerprints, and macOS will switch 
accounts based on the person who au-
thenticates.

The biggest new feature for the high-
end MacBook Pros is the oft-rumored 
OLED touch strip that sits above the key-
board and replaces the row of function 
keys. This is called Touch Bar. It shows you 
different things based on what you're do-

ing with the Mac. So for example when 
you're typing some text you'll get iOS-like 
word suggestions, or even a full assort-
ment of emoji. When you're in another 
app some quick options for that will be 
shown - in Safari, these are your most 
visited websites. Oh, and you can still get 
the row of function keys to show up, if 
you hold down the function key. Siri has 

a dedicated key in the Touch Bar, so you 
can invoke her as often as you want.

The new MacBook Pros have screens 
that are 67% brighter and with a 67% 
improved contrast ratio compared to 
the last-gen 15" model. You also get 25% 
more colors thanks to a wider gamut. 
The new 15" MBP is powered by Intel's 
Skylake quad-core i7 processor, paired 
with 2,133MHz DDR4 RAM. The laptop 
features Radeon Pro graphics, based on 
the Polaris architecture, with up to 4GB of 
VRAM. The SSD is up to 50% faster, with 
read speeds hitting 3.1GB/s. Storage ca-
pacity options will go up to 2TB.

In the high-end 13-inch model you'll 
see Intel's Skylake Core i5 or i7, with Iris 
graphics and the same superfast SSD as 
in its bigger sibling. Both laptops have 
four Thunderbolt 3 ports, supporting 
USB Type-C 3.1 Gen.2, as well as Display-
Port 1.2. Any of the ports can be used for 
charging. Last, but definitely not least, 
both laptops have a 3.5mm headset jack. 
They run macOS Sierra and get up to 10 
hours of battery life.

The high-end 13-inch model will retail 
starting at $1,799, while the one 15-inch 
version starts at $2,399. The more expen-
sive options start shipping in 2-3 weeks. 
All three laptops can be ordered today 
from Apple.

(Source: techcrunch)

Microsoft unveils new Core i7 Surface 
Book, all-in-one Surface Studio PC

10 hot titles of IT world

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed by 
savvy tech users:

Sony has announced that its streaming TV service 
PlayStation Vue is now available on the Android TV 

platform.
To get started, all you need is a PS Vue account and an 

Android TV running Android OS 4.4 or higher. Once that in 
place, just download the PS Vue app and enjoy the service.

Twitter is killing off Vine.
Vine was the perfect platform to compliment 

Twitter. Users could film micro clips within 6 seconds that 
would loop over and over.

Apple delays its truly wireless AirPods earbuds.
It's late October now, and the AirPods still aren't 

in stock.
It's unclear what exact issues Apple has identified with the 

AirPods, whether they're hardware faults or software bugs.
Samsung will make ‘significant changes’ to quality 
assurance processes after the Galaxy Note 7 fiasco.

 The company has said in a press release that it’s 
going to make “significant changes” in the quality assur-
ance processes to make sure that it only puts out safe 
and reliable products so that customers’ confidence can 
be regained.

Samsung has announced that its mobile payments 
service Samsung Pay will be expanded to three 

more countries this year, including Malaysia, Russia, and Thai-
land - if you recall, the service has already been launched in 
Russia.

Also,Samsung Pay coming to Canada early next month.
Facebook Messenger is adding self-destructing 
messages and better encryption.

The company announced Friday that it built a new feature 
inside Messenger called “secret” messages, or private con-
versations that are end-to-end encrypted.

Emporio Armani launches its first collection of hy-
brid smartwatches.

The first smartwatch collection announced by the fashion 
house is called "Emporio Armani Connected". It includes sev-
eral hybrid smartwatches that feature the ability to sync to a 
smartphone via Bluetooth.

Uber has quietly launched its own 'Uber for truck-
ing' marketplace called Uber Freight.

The plan builds on Uber's acquisition of Otto, a self-driving 
trucking company that Uber bought in July for $65 million. 

Apple raises UK Mac prices by hundreds of pounds 
thanks to Brexit.

For customers in the UK the announcement brought some 
unpleasant surprises: a price bump across the board for Ap-
ple products. 

LG reports a Q3 annual sales decline of 23% for its 
mobile communications division.

The Mobile Communications division also reported an 
operating loss of $389.4 million USD for the third quarter, due 
to lower sales of premium devices. 13.5 million smartphones 
were shipped by LG from July through September. During 
that period, North American sales rose 14% sequentially from 
the second quarter. 

Apple unveils three new MacBook Pro models with an OLED 'Touch Bar'
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 A bipartisan group of lawmakers in the U.S. Con-
gress on Thursday asked the Justice Department to 
clarify how a looming rule change to the govern-
ment’s hacking powers could impact privacy rights 
of innocent Americans.

The change, due to take place on December 1, 
would let judges issue search warrants for remote 
access to computers located in any jurisdiction, 
potentially including foreign countries. Magistrate 
judges can normally only order searches within the 
jurisdiction of their court, which is typically limited 
to a few counties.

“We are concerned about the full scope of the new 
authority that would be provided to the Department of 
Justice,” 23 senators and representatives wrote to Attor-
ney General Loretta Lynch.

The Supreme Court in April approved amendments 
to Rule 41 of the federal rules of criminal procedure that 
would allow judges to issue warrants in cases when a 
suspect uses anonymizing technology to conceal the 
location of his or her computer or for an investigation 
into a network of hacked or infected computers, such 
as a botnet.

Those amendments will take effect on Decem-
ber 1 of this year unless Congress passes legislation 
that would reject, amend or postpone the changes. 
Some lawmakers, led by Democratic Senator Ron 

Wyden of Oregon, have introduced legislation that 
would halt the changes, but it has yet to gain much 
traction.

In their letter, the lawmakers asked how the gov-
ernment would prevent under the expanded rule 
so-called “forum shopping,” where prosecutors seek 
warrants in districts considered more favorable to 
law enforcement.

They also asked how the Justice Depar tment 
intends to notify users when electronic devices 
have been searched and whether law enforce-
ment has the authority to disable malicious 
sof tware on a protected device, including those 
belonging to innocent Americans, among other 
questions.

The Justice Department has worked on Rule 41 
changes for years, arguing they are procedural in nature 
and necessary to keep pace with criminal threats posed 
by evolving technology.

Civil liberties groups and some technology com-
panies, including Alphabet’s Google, have said the 
changes could allow for searches that run afoul of 
privacy rights.

The Justice Department is reviewing the lawmakers’ 
letter, which asked for a response within two weeks, 
spokesman Peter Carr said.

(Source: venturebeat)

U.S. lawmakers raise privacy concerns over 
new rule that allows government hacking of computers

The Justice Department has 
worked on Rule 41 changes for 

years, arguing they are procedural 
in nature and necessary to keep 
pace with criminal threats posed 

by evolving technology.

Touch ID fingerprint recognition is built into the 
power button, as previously rumored. Multiple 
people can set up their fingerprints, and macOS 
will switch accounts based on the person who 

authenticates.

Microsoft was willing to share more details about the 28-inch Surface 
Studio. This AIO packs a screen with 4,500×3,000 pixels in a 3:2 aspect 

ratio and a jaw-dropping 13.5 megapixels.
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India has over 616M unique 
mobile users, 1B mobile 
connections in 2016
There were 616 million unique mobile users in India, by the end 
of June 2016 with at least 1 billion mobile connections (SIM cards) 
at the same time, according The Mobile Economy Report 2016 
compiled by Global System Mobile Association (GSMA). This 
makes India the second largest mobile market in the world, while 
GSMA estimates that the number of unique users will touch 951 
million with around 1.4 billion mobile connections by 2020.

In addition, only 15% of the 616 million mobile users are on 
mobile broadband as of 2015.This is expected to touch 48% by 
2020 in the country, signalling that close to half of mobile us-
ers will be connected to the internet via cellular networks. India 
is also the second largest smartphone market with 238 million 
smartphone users; this is expected to touch 688 million by 2020, 
according to GSMA.

Note that India accounts for more than a quarter of mobile con-
nections in Asia Pacific, with over 1 billion connections, while the 616 
million users translates to a mobile network penetration of 47% as 
of 2015. Improving affordability, falling  device prices and better net-
work coverage aided by operator investments, together with positive 
policy support and healthy macro-economic conditions, will help 
deliver over 330 million new unique subscribers by 2020, added the 
report.  4G LTE networks in India have seen a “sluggish growth” since 
its deployment in 2012 due to the lack of affordable spectrum in the 
sub-GHz spectrum bands, the report said. Note that in this year’s 
spectrum auctions saw no takers for the premium 700 MHz band 
which has been considered crucial for 4G LTE adoption. By the end 
of 2015, India had just 3 million 4G connections which is expected to 
increase to 280 million by 2020, the report said.

In India, 2G connection base remains the highest with over 800 
million connections as of 2016, while 3G has around 200 million 
connections in the same year. The 2G base is expected to fall to 
around 670 million by 2020, while 3G is projected to have over 
350 million connections by that time. As pointed earlier, mobile 
broadband (3G and 4G) will account for under 50% of total con-
nections in India by 2020; while the APAC regions is set to have a 
mobile broadband penetration rate of over 70% by then. “A key 
driver of broadband uptake, and particularly 4G, will be the timely 
release of affordable spectrum to meet rapidly growing demand,” 
GSMA said in the report. (Source: GSMA)



For the past million years or so, the Earth has gone 
through an ice age every 100,000 years. Nobody knows 
precisely why. Before that, colder summers occurred 
about every 40,000 years until the Earth entered a phase 
called the middle Pleistocene transition where the inter-
vals became over twice as long.

Researchers at Cardiff University have just put forward 
their new theory   published in the journal Geology   about 
why this cycle changed so dramatically. As it turns out, 
some of the answers may lie at the bottom of the ocean.

The team studied the fossils of tiny marine algae, 
small photosynthetic organisms that act like the trees of 
the ocean by sucking up carbon dioxide. Algae in the 
different layers of sediment were shown to have stored 
varying levels of carbon dioxide, and there were much 
higher levels in the particular layers which were formed 
every 100,000 years.

This means there was probably less carbon dioxide 
left in the atmosphere at these points, and this could 
have influenced lower temperatures, potentially allowing 
vast sheets of ice to engulf North America, 

The team looked towards the ocean for answers 
because of the vast amount of information that can be 

gained there compared to other sources.
 Climate changes

“It’s really difficult to get good records of past climate 
changes on land, especially from this time period, be-
cause the ice sheets themselves are really good at de-
stroying their own geological record,” lead researcher 
Professor Carrie Lear, a professor of Earth Science at 
Cardiff University told Business Insider. “But there is a 
continuous accumulation of sediment on the seafloor, 
which we can study.”

As for why this happens in a 100,000 year cycle, Lear 
said it’s probably down to a combination of factors. For 
example, ocean circulation patterns   the movement of 
water through the seas   adjusts the amount of carbon 
dioxide that can be trapped underwater due to its salin-
ity and temperature.

When oceans are colder, they can absorb more car-
bon dioxide. As the temperature increases, more gas 
molecules leave the water than enter it. This theory also 
provides an explanation for how global warming and the 
increase of carbon in the atmosphere are connected.

“You can start with a small change in climate, which 
changes the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmos-

phere, and then leads to a bigger change in climate,” 
Lear said.

The Earth is currently in a warm spell, as the last ice 
age occurred about 11,000 years ago. There is no par-
ticular temperature that signifies an ice age, they are just 
defined as periods of time when large ice sheets cover 
the planet.

“Technically we are still in an ice age now, as we have 
a large ice sheet on Antarctica and Greenland,” Lear said.

(Source: Business Insider)

By utilizing wood pulp in manufactured 
floorboards, a team of researchers at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison just de-
veloped a new source of renewable en-
ergy that produces electricity from foot-
steps.

While thousands of people the world 
over continue to go solar to generate al-
ternative energy, a lab at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison just made a major 
breakthrough on a completely unique 
new conductive material: wood pulp. 

While the mention of wood pulp men-
tion leave many scratching their head, the 
lab found a way to manufacture floor-
boards out of the commonly wasted ma-
terial, and did so in a manner that took 
advantage of its composition of cellulose 
nanofibers. In other words, the team of 
engineers managed to develop a flooring 
material capable of generating electricity 
by something as simple as a footstep.

 Wood pulp
After chemically treating the wood 

pulp, the team   led by associate profes-
sor of materials science and engineering 
Xudong Wang and graduate student 
Chunhua Yao   found that the manufac-
tured flooring produced a usable amount 
of electricity after coming in contact with 
untreated nanofibers. Knowing this, they 
then crafted their innovative flooring and 
found it to excel at conducting electricity. 

So much so that the team reported hav-
ing the ability to replenish the charge on 
batteries and power lights.

What s particularly impressive about 
Wang and Yao s creation is how it not 

only manages to address an alternative 
energy need but does so in an extremely 
inexpensive way. Bottling energy created 
by footsteps isn t entirely new, but no pri-
or projects have used wood pulp   a wildly 

plentiful and cheap material. In another 
potential win for the burgeoning field of 
roadside energy harvesting, the wood 
pulp floorboards could feasibly challenge 
solar energy if it proves to be a success.

 Harvesting energy
 Roadside energy harvesting requires 

thinking about the places where there is 
abundant energy we could be harvest-
ing,  Wang said in a university article 
on the project.  We ve been working a 
lot on harvesting energy from human 
activities. One way is to build something 
to put on people, and another way is to 
build something that has constant access 
to people. The ground is the most-used 
place. 

As mentioned in the article, installing 
Wang s wood pulp flooring in heavily 
trafficked areas like sports stadiums or 
universities has the possibility to generate 
a significant amount of energy. In addi-
tion, several layers of the flooring could 
be placed on top of one another, further 
increasing the energy output.

 Our initial test in our lab shows that 
it works for millions of cycles without any 
problem,  Wang added.  We haven t 
converted those numbers into a year of 
life for a floor yet, but I think with appro-
priate design it can definitely outlast the 
floor itself. 

(Source: Digital Trends)

The team of engineers managed to develop 
a flooring material capable of generating 

electricity by something as simple as a 
footstep.

This bird can remain 
airborne for 10 months 
straight
Scientists have long suspected that the common swift re-
mains airborne for extraordinary amounts of time during its 
annual migration.

Now, a team of scientists in Sweden has proved that these 
birds fly for tremendously 
long periods of time. They 
affixed data loggers onto 
a total of 19 of the master 
fliers in 2013 and 2014, 
and recaptured the birds 
months or years later. Re-
searchers found that the 
birds can spend almost their 
entire 10-month nonbreed-
ing period on the wing.

The data loggers gath-
ered information on accel-
eration and flight activity, 
and those installed in 2014 
also included light trackers 
for geolocation.

The results were astonishing. For example, according 
to research published in Current Biology, one of the birds 
stopped for just four nights in February in 2014 — and the 
next year it stopped for only two hours. Other birds stopped 
for longer periods of time. But “even when swifts settle to 
roost,” the researchers say, the “amount of time not flying is 
very small.”

The birds are known to travel from Europe to sub-Saharan 
Africa — but they apparently don’t touch down there, as Na-
tional Geographic reports. Researchers say they have never 
found roosting sites in sub-Saharan Africa.

The scientists say that the rarity of the stops during non-
breeding season suggests that the bird may only take a 
pause because of bad weather. The fact that some birds fly 
continuously during nonbreeding periods indicates that the 
species may not actually need to land for sleep. In fact, it’s 
unclear “when and to what extent swifts need to sleep,” the 
paper states.

(Source: npr.org)

How a fungus inhibits the 
immune system of plants
The fungus Piriformospora indica colonizes the roots of dif-
ferent plants. This can be orchids, tobacco, barley or even 
moss. It penetrates into the roots, but does not damage the 
plants. On the contrary, it can even promote the growth of 
its plant partners. Such and other interactions between the 
fungus and its partners are already known to the scientific 
community.

Research groups from Cologne and Würzburg are now 
reporting a new facet of the fungus-plant relationship in Na-
ture Communications: The researchers identified a protein 
with which the fungus suppresses the immune defence of 
the populated plants. So it makes sure that it is not attacked 
like disease-inducing fungi and the relationship can succeed 
in the long run.

The protein “Fungal Glucan Binding 1” (FGB1) causes, inter 
alia, the plant not to produce an “oxidative burst”. This usually 
generates aggressive oxygen radicals, which destroy poten-
tial pathogens and activate the immune system of the plant.

How does the protein lame the immune response of the 
plant? “It binds highly affine and very specific to sugar mol-
ecules that sit in the cell wall of the fungi and which are nor-
mally recognized as ‘foreign’ by the plant,” explains Professor 
of Molecular Biology Alga Zuccaro from the University of 
Cologne. FGB1 acts like a camouflage coat and conceals the 
foreign sugar molecules from the immune system.

The relevant sugar molecules are beta-1,3 / 1,6-glucans, ac-
cording to Jürgen Seibel, a professor of Organic Chemistry at 
the Julius-Maximilians-Universität (JMU) Würzburg. The fact that 
fungal glucans have a positive effect on human immune sys-
tems has been known for a long time. It is less known that they 
can also stimulate the immune system of plants.

(Source: EurekAlert)

Scientists identify 
fossilized dinosaur brain 
tissue for first time
British and Australian scientists have identified an unassum-
ing brown pebble, found more than a decade ago by a fossil 
hunter in southern England, as the first known example of 
fossilized dinosaur brain tissue.

The fossilized brain, found by fossil enthusiast Jamie 
Hiscocks near Bexhill in Sussex in 2004, is most likely from 
a species similar to Iguanodon -- a large herbivore that 
lived during the early cretaceous period, some 133 million 
years ago.

In a report of their analysis in a Special Publication of the 
Geological Society of London, the researchers said they be-
lieved this piece of tissue was so well-preserved because the 
dinosaur’s brain was “pickled” in a highly acidic and low-ox-
ygen body of water – like a bog or swamp -- shortly after it 
died.

The “chances of preserving brain tissue are incredi-
bly small, so the discovery of this specimen is astonishing,” 
said Alex Liu of Cambridge University’s department of earth 
sciences, who worked on its identification.

A handout photograph shows what scientists have identi-
fied as the first known example of fossilized brain tissue from 
a dinosaur, and say it resembles the brains of modern-day 
crocodiles and birds, released in London, Britain October 27, 
2016. 

(Source: Reuters)

S C I E N C EOCTOBER 29, 2016OCTOBER 29, 2016 11
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

Using wood pulp and footsteps, a professor 
just found a new source of renewable energy

A new report from the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF) predicts dev-
astating declines in wildlife populations 
over the next five years, unless quick 
action is taken. By the end of the dec-
ade, we re likely to have lost 67 percent 
loss of all vertebrate wildlife compared 
to 1970, it claims.

According to this year s Living Planet 
Report, released by the WWF every two 
years, wildlife populations have already 
suffered tremendous losses in the last 
few decades. 

Vertebrate populations have plunged 
by 58 percent overall since 1970, the re-
port states. And organisms living in fresh-
water systems, such as rivers and lakes, 
have fared even worse, declining by 81 
percent in the last four decades.  

 For decades scientists have been 

warning that human actions are pushing 
life on our shared planet toward a sixth 
mass extinction,  wrote Marco Lamber-
tini, director general of WWF Internation-
al, in a foreword to the report.  Evidence 
in this year s Living Planet Report sup-
ports this. 

 Current threats to wildlife
The biennial report relies on data from 

the Living Planet Index, an ongoing pro-
ject that monitors changes in more than 
18,000 wildlife populations composed of 
nearly 4,000 animal species around the 
world. Habitat loss and overexploitation 
are the two biggest current threats to 
wildlife, the report suggests. 

In the last century, the population has 
grown from about 1.6 billion people to 
more than 7 billion today, and it s expect-
ed to exceed 9 billion by mid-century. 

As a result, many of the problems fac-
ing wildlife involve being over-fished or 
hunted for food and losing their habitat 
as more and more land is cleared for ag-
riculture. The WWF estimates that farm-
land already occupies more than a third 
of the planet s surface.

 Even though its environmental im-
pacts are immense, the current food sys-
tem is expected to expand rapidly to keep 
up with projected increases in population, 
wealth and animal-protein consump-
tion,  the report notes. Other grow-
ing threats to wildlife include pollution, 
competition from invasive species and 
the ever-increasing influence of climate 
change, which can change the temper-
ature and precipitation patterns animals 
have evolved to tolerate, strain their food 
resources and force entire populations to 

migrate or face extinction.
What s bad for wildlife is often bad 

for people, the report points out, not-
ing that healthy and intact ecosys-
tems  provide us with food, fresh water, 
clean air, energy, medicine, and recre-
ation. In addition, we depend upon 
healthy and diverse natural systems for 
the regulation and purification of water 
and air, climatic conditions, pollination 
and seed dispersal, and control of pests 
and diseases. 

In order to avoid the stunning losses 
projected by this year s report, the au-
thors recommend a variety of prevention 
tactics, including increasing the number 
of protected areas on Earth and commit-
ting to more sustainable energy and food 
systems. 

(Source: The Washington Post)

Tehran, Oct25, IMIDRO_ Chairman of the board of IMID-
RO invited the region countries to collaborate in mineral 
processing research projects.

According to the report of public relations of IMIDRO, 
during the First International Mineral Processing Activists 
Symposium (IMPAS 2016) &3rd Workshop of Iron Ore 
and Base Metals Processing (ECO Experts),Mehadi Kar-
basian expressed that IMPRC  (located in Karaj) is capa-
ble of providing high quality services up to international 
standards to mining and mining industries companies in 
Iran and the region and is  able to play a crucial role in 

mining companies  success.
IMPRC is trying its best to improve quality of its ser-

vices .In pursuing developing techno_economical col-
laboration and alliance with neighboring and the region 
countries, IMIDRO is hosting the Third Iron and Base 
Metals and Mineral Processing Workshop for the ECO 
member states experts in IMPRC, he added.

Greater use of hydrogen, fuel cells and nuclear ener-
gy means increasing demand on metal catalysts and in 
this situation rare earth elements play a key role in clean 
technologies and are likely to experience significantly 

higher demand Karbasian continued.
IMPRC is trying to boost its experience and know-

how by strengthens its cooperation with worldwide min-
eral processing companies and R&D s for acquiring  new 
processing technologies and useful experiences in this 
sector, he said.

1st International Mineral Processing Activists Sym-
posium (IMPAS 2016) &3rd Workshop of Iron Ore and 
Base Metals Processing (ECO Experts) is being held 25-
26 October in IMPRC which is located in kilometer 9 of 
Karaj_Qazvin highway.  

Two thirds of the world’s vertebrate wildlife could be gone by 2020, report warns

New theory about why the world plummets into ice ages every 100,000 years

Invitation for Collaboration in Mineral Research Projects

Indian Ambassador to the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Saurab Kumar met and held 
talks with Chief Executive and Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of Bank of Industry 
& Mine (BIM) Ali Ashraf Afkhami at the 
venue of the bank. 

In the beginning, ambassador point-
ed to the key role and status of the bank 
in broadening bilateral trade and eco-

nomic cooperation in the field of indus-
try and mine. 

He pointed to the key role of BIM as 
the sole bank using facilities and credit 
line of Indian  EXIM  Bank in line with 
the developing and expanding rail net-
work in the country and also financing 
Chabahar Port Project. 

For his part, Chief Executive and 

Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
Bank of Industry & Mine (BIM) Ali Ashraf 
Afkhami expounded on the latest eco-
nomic situation and banking system of 
the country and said:  With the coordi-
nation made in this regard, the two sides 
will take giant strides in line with facilitat-
ing expansion of financing joint-venture 
projects in an expert-level session.

Indian Ambassador to Tehran Meets BIM Chief 



PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — A Portland, 
Oregon, woman says her red Subaru 
was stolen from her driveway and then 
it reappeared with an apology note and 
gas money.

Erin Hatzi tells The Oregonian that her 
husband noticed the car was missing on 
Tuesday night and she posted security 
camera stills on Facebook, asking for 
help finding it.

Police caught a woman returning the 

vehicle to Hatzi’s driveway Wednesday 
evening. The accidental thief had 
instructions from a friend to pick up a 
different red Subaru in Hatzi’s neighborhood 
and returned when the friend said it wasn’t 
her car. She brought along $30 for gas and 
a note expressing apologies.

Police told Hatzi that some older 
Subaru keys are interchangeable, 
making it easy for the woman to make 
off with the wrong car.

A North Carolina woman who 
bought a scratch-off ticket to show 
her husband that lottery tickets 
are a waste of money has won $1 
million.

Glenda Blackwell of Leicester tells 
WLOS-TV that her husband asked 
her to buy two Powerball tickets 
from a Quik Mart last Saturday, but 
she bought a $10 Carolina Millions 
scratch-off ticket instead.

Blackwell said she was trying to 
show her husband that no one ever 
wins and buying tickets is a waste of 
money.

Now she’s eating her words — and 
enjoying every bite.

The 57-year-old Blackwell says she’s 
going to use the $415,500 lump sum 
after taxes to buy a home and pay for 
her granddaughters’ college.

(Source: yahoo News)

Woman calls lottery tickets a waste 
of time until she wins

Accidental thief returns car with 
apology, gas money
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Consequences of climate 
change: Future Spain could 
turn into a desert as global 
warming continues

Warning! A new study reveals that much of the Mediterranean 
region, including Spain, could dry up and its forests could be 
replaced with deserts as global warming continues.

According to the study published in the journal Science, 
the city of Seville in Spain and Lisbon in Portugal, which 
currently have temperate climate, would be smack in the 
middle of a desert by the end of the century.

The researchers came up with this result by analyzing 
historical data of the 
Mediterranean region in 
the past 10,000 years and 
computer models based 
on the agreed targets from 
The Paris Agreement, which 
aims to limit global warming 
by 2 degrees Celsius or 1.5 
degrees Celsius, Bloomberg 
reports. The researchers 
also used pollen records 
to determine how future 
temperatures will affect plant 
life in the region.

Results showed that there 
will be four possible cases 

that may happen to the Mediterranean depending on the 
concentration of greenhouse gases. Researchers found out that if 
temperature increased by 2 degrees Celsius, Spain, North Africa 
and the Near East would have drastic changes, such as expanding 
deserts and coasts (which could even go up to the mountains).

However, the climate models simulated only considered 
natural vegetation and temperature, but Joel Guiot, one of 
the study’s authors says that this would still worsen if human 
activity is included. He said, “If we had the possibility of 
including these human impacts, it would be even worse than 
what we simulated.”                    (Source: Nature World News)

Paying an Employee Under 
the Table 
Martin: I’m confused. I’ve been going over the 
books and I don’t see several members of the staff listed 
and accounted for. 
Jina: Oh, I have a special arrangement with a few of them. I 
pay them under the table. 
Martin: Are you sure that’s wise? You could get busted for tax 
evasion. 
Jina: No one will be the wiser if I pay a few people off the 
books. All of the people I hire want a job, and a few of them 
I pay under the minimum wage. Since they don’t have to 
report their income, they come out ahead in the end. So 
what’s the problem? 
Martin: I just want to make sure you’re aware of 
the ramifications. If the government finds out about it, you 
could be up the creek. 
Jina: I’m not worried. Everybody does it. 
Martin: If you say so. I’m willing to turn a blind eye, but 
you’re on your own if you get audited! 

(Source: eslpod.com)
 Words & phrases

go over something: to search or examine something very 
carefully
books: written records of the financial accounts of a business
staff: the people who work for an organization
account for: to form a particular amount or part of 
something
under the table: money that is paid under the table is paid 
secretly and illegally
get busted: if the police bust someone, they charge them 
with a crime
tax evasion: the crime of paying too little tax
no one will be the wiser: something that you say which 
means that no one will notice something bad that someone 
has done
off the book: not included in the business accounts 
minimum wage: the lowest amount of money that an 
employer can legally pay to a worker
report your income: informing the government about how 
much you earn 
come out ahead: to end up with a profit, benefit, or advantage
ramification: an additional result of something you do, which 
may not have been clear when you first decided to do it
up the creek: to be in a very difficult situation
turn a blind eye: deliberately ignore something that you 
know should not be happening
be on your own: without anyone’s help
audited: to officially examine a company’s financial records in 
order to check that they are correct

TEHRAN — Heavy snow in autumn 
in the northwestern province of 

Ardebil has colored the whole province in white and 
closed schools for three days.

Thick snow and freezing weather has urged the 
province’s education department to close schools, 

particularly preschools and elementary schools, for three 
consecutive days on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
Nasimonline reported.

Ardebil province’s meteorological organization 
director explained that in some areas such as Sareyn 
and Nir it snowed for more than 40 centimeters.

Ali Doulati-Mehr also pointed out that in a rare 
phenomenon snowfall was accompanied by lightning 
and thunder which had scared some of the citizens, 
Mehr news agency reported. 

Such temperature drop and early snowfall is an 
indicator for a long and cold winter for the province. 

S O C I E T Y
d e s k

One swallow doesn’t 
make a summer 

 Explanation: a single satisfactory event does not 
mean that all the others will be as good

 For example: Okay, they won their last game but 
one swallow doesn’t make a summer. They’re still bot-
tom of the league.

Boil something down
 

 Meaning: to make a list or piece of writing shorter 
by not including anything that is not necessary

 For example: You can boil this down so that there 
are just two main categories.

Have an axe to grind 
 Explanation: to have personal reasons for becoming 

involved in something or adopting a particular attitude
 For example: It was decided that the best candi-

date would be selected by a recruitment agency who 
had no axe to grind within the company.   

ENGLISH PROVERB PHRASAL VERB ENGLISH IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Iranian coast guard saves 1,408 from drowning 
in Caspian Sea 
Some 1,408 individuals have been rescued from drowning in the Caspian Sea 
since May 21, the Mazandaran province coast guard commandant has said. 
The vigilant coast guards have saved 1,408 tourists who were drowning while 
swimming in the sea, Houshang Hosseini said, Mehr news agency reported.
He also warned those who ignore the no swimming signs and swim in the 
prohibited areas, stating, swimming in the sea is totally different from swimming 
in the pool and can easily claim lives in many cases. 

نجات بيش از 1400 تن از غرق شدن در آب هاى مازندران
فرمانــده دريابانــى اســتان مازنــدران از نجــات 1408 تــن از غــرق شــدن در زمــان اجــراى طــرح دريا 

از اول خــرداد مــاه خبــر داد.
بــه گــزارش خبرنــگار مهــر هوشــنگ حســينى گفــت: دريابانــان بــا هوشــيارى خود توانســتند 
جــان 1408 تــن از مســافران و گردشــگران كــه در حــال غــرق شــدن در دريــاى خــزر بودنــد را 

ــات دهند.  نج
وى همچنيــن بــا هشــدار بــه كســانى كــه بــا بــى توجهــى بــه مناطــق خطرآفريــن و شــنا ممنــوع 
رفتــه و شــنا مــى كننــد گفــت: شــنا كــردن در دريــا با شــنا در اســتخر بســيار متفــاوت بــوده و مى 
توانــد بــه راحتــى جــان گردشــگران را بــه خطــر انداختــه و خطــر مــرگ را بــراى آنهــا ايجــاد كند.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATIONLEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Heavy snow in autumn paints 
northwestern Iran white

S O C I E T Y
d e s k

TEHRAN — The speaker of Algerian 
National People’s Assembly has 

lauded Iran’s medical accomplishments, calling for 
greater cooperation between the two countries, IRNA 
news agency reported.

Mohamed Al-Arabi Ould Khalifa made the remarks 
in a meeting with Iranian Health Minister Mohammad 
Qazizadeh-Hashemi in Algeria on Friday.

Khalifa further insisted that two countries should 
maintain relations in all fields as Tehran and Algiers 
already discuss and consult about international issues. 

Qazizadeh-Hashemi, for his part, discussed reform 
programs Iran is undertaking in pharmaceutical industry, 

scientific researches, and social security insurance.  
As announced by the Parliament of Algeria 

Iranian Health Minister visits with Algerian officials 
revolve around enhancing bilateral healthcare and 
scientific cooperation, implementing formerly signed 
memorandums of understanding and inking four 
new ones to cultivate closer relation and transfer 
knowledge and experience.

Qazizadeh-Hashemi travelled to Algeria on 
Wednesday at the invitation of Algerian Health 
Minister Abdelmalek Boudiaf and paid a visit to the 
country’s hospitals and pharmaceutical companies in 
the course of his trip. 

Algeria lauds Iran’s medical achievements, calls for increased 

Heavy snow in autumn paints 
northwestern Iran white
  1  In addition to the reduced flow of money out of the 
country the manufacturing the pharmaceutical company 
which produced the biotechnology medicines have created 
some 1,350 job opportunities, he explained.

“To some developed countries surprise we are also rightly 
proud to be able to export biotechnology products to other 
countries,” he added.

He further stated that currently the knowledge-based 
companies active in producing domestic medications can en-
joy Health Ministry full support and have to take advantage 
of this ample opportunity.



The United States Republican presidential 
nominee Donald Trump criticized Demo-
crat Hillary Clinton over her trade policies, 
saying she would handle trade deals so 
badly that the country should “just cancel 
the election” and name him the victor.

Speaking to supporters in Toledo, 
Ohio, Trump said the North American 
Free Trade Agreement signed by Clin-
ton’s husband, former President Bill 
Clinton, had led to the outsourcing 
of thousands of Ohio jobs to Mexico, 
a practice he vowed to stop if elected 
president on Nov. 8.

“We should just cancel the election 
and just give it to Trump, right?” he said. 
“What are we even having it for? Her pol-
icies are so bad.”

Trump said he believed Clinton would seek 
passage of the 12-nation Trans Pacific Partner-
ship, President Barack Obama’s signature Asian 
trade deal, which she now opposes.

Trump’s remarks came as the New 
York businessman tries to steady rocky 
poll numbers amid a series of controver-
sies and self-inflicted wounds.

He has struggled to handle the fallout 
from the release of a 2005 “Access Holly-
wood” video that showed the then-reality 
TV star talking on an open microphone 
about groping women and trying to se-
duce a married woman. The video was 
taped only months after Trump married 
his third wife, Melania.

Trump said on Thursday it was “certainly 
illegal” for NBC to release the tape and he 
left open the option of seeking legal action 
against the network after the election.

Since the video’s release, a series of wom-
en have accused Trump of groping them or 
kissing them without their consent. Trump has 
called the allegations “absolutely false.”

The latest RealClearPolitics poll aver-
age showed Clinton with a nearly 6-point 

national lead over Trump, fueled by de-
clining support among women for his 
candidacy.

Trump, without evidence, has blamed 
his sagging poll numbers on a rigged 
election, and said the media had fixed 
the opinion polls in order to inflate Clin-
ton’s numbers.

Numerous studies have shown that 
voter fraud in United States elections is 
very rare, and a number of prominent 
Republicans have denounced Trump’s 
claim that the system is unsound.

While Trump campaigned in Ohio, a 
plane carrying his running mate, Indiana 
Governor Mike Pence, skidded off the 
runway after landing at New York City’s 
LaGuardia Airport on Thursday night. 
There were no injuries, the Pence cam-
paign said.

 Stumping with first lady
Meantime, Clinton on Thursday made 

her first joint campaign appearance with 
one of her most powerful supporters, 

first lady Michelle Obama, at a North 
Carolina rally to urge young people and 
women to vote.

Clinton, a former first lady who lost the 
2008 Democratic nomination to then-U.S. 
Senator Barack Obama before becom-
ing his secretary of state, praised Michelle 
Obama for standing up for the rights of 
girls and women worldwide, drawing a 
sharp contrast with her Republican rival.

“I wish I didn’t have to say this. ... But 
indeed, dignity and respect for wom-
en and girls is also on the ballot in this 
election,” Clinton told a crowd of about 
11,000. “And I want to thank our first lady 
for her eloquent, powerful defense of 
that basic value.”

Michelle Obama’s stinging denunciation 
of Trump after a leaked 2005 video showed 
him making lewd remarks and bragging 
about groping women was seen by many 
as one of the campaign’s most striking con-
demnations of the New York businessman.

Without naming Trump, Obama took 

him to task again in North Carolina, 
asking the crowd which candidate they 
wanted to represent their daughters from 
the White House.

“We want a president who takes this 
job seriously, and has the temperament 
and maturity to do it well. Someone who 
is steady. Someone who we can trust with 
the nuclear codes,” Obama said.

“I would not be here lying to you: I be-
lieve with all of my heart that Hillary Clinton 
will be that president,” she said.

Although Michelle Obama was critical 
of Clinton during the hard-fought 2008 
Democratic nominating race, any trace of 
bitterness appeared long behind them. 
The two women showed an easy rap-
port. They embraced and smiled. Obama 
called Clinton “my girl” and made a point 
of telling the crowd they were tight.

“If people wonder: Yes, Hillary Clinton 
is my friend,” she said.

Clinton promised to take good care of 
Obama’s White House vegetable garden 
if she won and wistfully praised the ath-
letic first lady’s dancing skills. “One could 
only hope,” Clinton said.

She also lauded Obama’s work for 
children and military families and in what 
was perhaps a nod to African-Americans 
she hopes will vote for her in the state, 
said Obama had faced challenges she 
had not as a presidential spouse.

“Let’s be real. As our first Afri-
can-American first lady, she’s faced pres-
sures I never did, and she’s handled them 
with pure grace,” Clinton said to applause.

Although a sometimes reluctant cam-
paigner, the first lady has thrown herself 
into the race, and the Clinton campaign 
has deployed her strategically to increase 
support among young people and blacks, 
with whom she is especially popular.

(Source: Reuters)
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Trump: Let’s cancel the election 
‘and just give it to me’

780 Palestinian homes demolished 
in occupied West Bank’s Area C in 
2016
A new report has revealed that the number of Palestinian 
homes demolished by Israeli authorities in the largest division 
of the occupied West Bank since the beginning of the current 
year stands at more than 700.

Israel’s Hebrew-language Haaretz newspaper report-
ed on Friday that a total of 780 Palestinian homes have 
been demolished in Area C of the West Bank, which con-
stitutes about 61 percent of the territory and is under full 
Israeli military control, since January, leaving 1,129 people 
homeless.

That compares to 453 demolitions in the area last year, 
which left 580 Palestinians without any place of residence.

The newspaper noted that a total of 125 Palestinian homes 
have also been destroyed in East al-Quds (Jerusalem) since 
the start of the year, up from 78 last year.

The demolitions affected 164 Palestinians in the region, 
marking an increase from 108 the previous year.

The revelations came only two days after Israeli military 
forces razed three Palestinian homes in the Beit Hanina and 
Silwan neighborhoods of East al-Quds, displacing at least 44 
people, including minors.

(Source: Press TV)

Militant shelling kills 
at least 15 civilians in 
western Aleppo
UN report on Syria chemical 
arms unconvincing: Russia
By staff & agencies 
At least 15 civilians are killed and some 100 others injured as 
foreign-backed militants shell western Aleppo after launch-
ing a massive offensive to break the Syrian government’s 
siege over the city.

A Britain-based monitoring group sympathetic to the mil-
itants said hundreds of shells and rockets had fallen on vari-
ous western neighborhoods of the city on Friday. 

Militant groups involved in the attack include Tur-
key-backed so-called Free Syrian Army (FSA) and Jaish al-Fa-
tah (Jaf/Army of Conquest), an alliance of terrorist factions 
actively supported by the House of Saud regime and Turkey, 
they told news agencies. 

A senior militant said it was going to be “a big battle” with 
all the groups there participating. 

The attack appeared to have been mostly launched by 
militants from outside the city against government forces 
that hold its western districts, Reuters news agency reported.

The so-called Syrian Observatory for Human Right (SOHR) 
said militants had set off several car bombs on the western 
edge of Aleppo after launching grad rockets at the city’s Na-
irab airbase.

Heavy militant bombardment, with more than 150 rockets 
and shells, struck districts on the southwest of the city, it said. 

The Syrian military said a militant attack in that area had 
been thwarted and the army had destroyed four car bombs.

The massive assault by foreign-backed militants comes in 
the wake of a unilateral “humanitarian pause” declared by 
Syria and Russia in the city. 

On Thursday, the Russian Defense Ministry said aircraft 
had not carried out any sorties over Aleppo for the past nine 
days. There were no immediate indication on Friday whether 
the airstrikes had resumed.

Militants used a United States-Russian ceasefire to break 
the siege in early August, opening up a new route into the 
city from the south, but government forces quickly closed it.

The new civilian deaths came after at least six children 
were killed and over a dozen people injured after Takfiri ter-
rorists launched rocket attacks on a school as well as a house 
in Aleppo.

 Chemical arms & UN
Meanwhile, Russia says a United Nations-led investigation 

accusing the Syrian government of chemical attacks is “un-
convincing” and full of contradictions which fails to present 
solid evidence to support the claim.

The report has been compiled by the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and the UN’s Joint 
Investigative Mechanism (JIM). It alleges that Syrian forces 
carried out three chlorine gas attacks on villages in 2014 and 
2015.

The finding of the investigation said in one of the alleged 
attacks, Syrian military helicopters dropped “barrel bombs” 
containing chlorine gas against the village of Qmenas in the 
northwestern province of Idlib in March 2015.

The authors, however, said they “could not confirm the 
names of the individuals who had command and control of 
the helicopter squadrons at the time.”

Russian Ambassador to the UN Vitaly Churkin took on 
the document at a UN Security Council session on Thurs-
day, pointing out a host of irregularities and unsubstantiated 
claims and calling it generally “unconvincing.”

The hospital, which received the victims of the attack, is yet 
to confirm that they died of chlorine asphyxiation, he added.

Churkin, meanwhile, reminded that the investigators had 
also entirely thrown out the Syrian government’s explanations 
that the spill of chlorine might have been caused by a traffic 
accident as it was being transported to the village by mili-
tants.

The Russian ambassador also called on the Damascus 
government to launch its own investigation in the claims. 

During the Thursday session, Britain and France called 
for more anti-Syria sanctions as UN resolutions provided for 
such punitive measure in response to the use of chemical 
weapons.

However, Russia argued that no sanctions could be 
slapped on Syria as the UN-led investigation suffers from se-
rious shortcomings.

The Russian diplomat said the findings are “not definitive, 
have no legally binding force and cannot serve as accusatory 
conclusions for taking legal decisions.”

At least 3,800 migrants and refugees 
have perished this year while trying to 
cross the Mediterranean to reach Europe, 
the highest ever toll ever on the perilous 
route, the United Nations said.

“We can confirm that at least 3,800 
people have been reported dead or 
missing in the Mediterranean Sea so far 

this year, making the death toll in 2016 
the highest ever recorded,” UN refugee 
agency spokesman William Spindler told 
AFP in an email, as the figures passed last 
year’s mark of 3,771.

The somber milestone was reached 
despite a significant decline in migrant 
crossing this year compared to 2015.

Last year, more than a million people 
reached Europe via the Mediterranean, but 
crossings so far this year remain below 330,000.

Numbers began dropping dramat-
ically following a March deal between 
Turkey and the European Union to stem 
the migrant tide on the Greek islands.

The most dangerous route has been 

between Libya and Italy, where the Unit-
ed Nations has recorded one death for 
every 47 arrivals this year.

For the much shorter Turkey to Greece 
route, the likelihood of perishing was 
one in 88, UNHCR (United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees) said.

(Source: AFP)

 1  Pellet guns aimed at the eyes of the 
young Kashmiris by Indian forces have blinded 
civilians, he said.  “This will only added to Kash-
miris’ hatred of Indian occupation forces.”   

According to reports, since July 2016, 
around 700 people in Kashmir have been 
shot in one eye, some even 12 or 15 
years old, who have little chance of re-
gaining their eyesight back in that eye.

Calling on India to comply with the 

UN Security Council Resolution on IoK, 
Ambassador Durrani said, “You cannot 
suppress the will of people, the will of ex-
pression and will of freedom. Submission 
of people in Kashmir won’t happen.”  

The irony, he said, is that “the country 
[India] that has no respect for the UN Se-
curity Council resolutions on Jammu and 
Kashmir wants to secure the self-determi-
nation of people in Kashmir.”

The Indian forces suspended mobile 
internet services in Jamma and Kashmir 
for weeks back in July. 

Ambassador said, “Pakistan will continue 
to offer moral, political and spiritual support 
to Kashmiris” in their struggle for freedom.

“On Kashmir Day, Pakistan shows sup-
port and unity with the people of Indi-
an-occupied Kashmir, their ongoing free-
dom struggle to separate from India.”  

The Pakistani ambassador also reit-
erated that Islamabad is committed to a 
just resolution of the Kashmir dispute in 
accordance with United Nations Security 
Council resolutions and with the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri people.

He then said Pakistan considers the issue of 
control of Kashmir as the core issue between 
India and Pakistan, which has led to a series of 
conflicts over water, nuclear energy and so on. 
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Dozens of Rohingya Muslim women in Myanmar’s Ra-
khine state say government forces have committed acts 
of rape or sexual assaults against them.

Eight Rohingya women, all from the remote U Shey 
Kya village, described in detail how soldiers last week 
raped them at gun point, while raiding their homes and 
looting property.

Myanmar deployed troops to Rakhine earlier this 
month following alleged attacks on police posts along 
the border with Bangladesh, which authorities blamed 
on Rohingya Muslims.

One 40-year-old woman said four soldiers raped her 
and assaulted her 15-year-old daughter, while stealing 
jewelry and cash from the family.

“They took me inside the house. They tore my clothes 
and they took my headscarf off…,” she said.

Another woman, 32, described being knocked off 
her feet by soldiers and repeatedly raped. “They told 
me, ‘We will kill you. We will not allow you to live in this 
country,’” she said.

The women said the soldiers took gold, money and 
anything that was valuable from their bamboo huts and 
burned down village homes and spoiled rice stores by 
pouring sand on them.

One 30-year-old woman said she did not have 
clothes or food to eat after everything was destroyed. 
“I’m feeling ashamed and scared,” Reuters quoted the 
unnamed woman as saying. 

Five more women from U Shey Kya also detailed how 
soldiers had raped them. The accounts were confirmed 
by at least three male residents of the village and a Ro-
hingya community leader.

U Shey Kya village’s official administrator, Armah 
Harkim, said he was verifying the accounts which most 
residents believed to be true. The residents said about 
150 soldiers attacked U Shey Kya on October 19.

A presidential spokesman accused the villagers of fabri-
cating the news while confirming that government troops 
had conducted a sweep of the village on October 19.

Most male residents have reportedly left the village 
as they believed they would be suspected as militants. 
The women said they stayed behind fearing that the 
military would burn down empty homes.

Residents said the soldiers dismantled the fences 
around the houses after the military declared northern 
Rakhine State an “operation zone.”

The United Natins has called on Myanmar to inves-
tigate new reports of human rights violations, including 
the killing of unarmed people and torching of rural set-
tlements in Rakhine state.

Rights groups say troops have gone on a rampage, 
which has forced terrified civilians to flee their homes.

Rakhine, where Rohingya Muslims form the major-
ity population, has been the scene of communal vio-
lence at the hands of Buddhist extremists since 2012.

Hundreds of people have been killed, while tens of thou-

sands have been forced to flee their homes and live in squalid 
camps in dire situations in Myanmar and other countries in 
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia.

According to the UN, Rohingyas are one of the most 
persecuted minorities in the world. The government de-
nies full citizenship to Rohingya population, branding 
them illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, even as many 
trace their lineage in Myanmar back generations.

 Rohingya Muslims 
The Rohingya people are Muslim Indo-Aryan peo-

ples from the Rakhine State, Myanmar. According to 
Rohingyas and some scholars, they are indigenous to 
Rakhine State.

Muslims have settled in Rakhine State since the 16th 
century, although the number of Muslim settlers before 
British rule is unclear.

As of 2013, about 1.3 million Rohingyas live in Myan-
mar. They reside mainly in the northern Rakhine town-
ships, where they form 80–98% of the population. In-
ternational media and human rights organizations have 
often described Rohingyas as one of the most persecut-
ed of minorities in the world.

 Many Rohingya Muslims have fled to ghettos and refu-
gee camps in neighboring Bangladesh and to areas along 
the border with Thailand. More than 100,000 Rohingyas in 
Myanmar continue to live in camps for internally displaced 
people, not allowed by authorities to leave. 

(Source: Reuters)
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• Omega-3 fatty acids. Although studies have linked 

consuming foods high in omega-3s to a reduced risk 
of heart disease and inflammation, it’s questionable 
whether omega-3 supplements—available primarily in 
fish oil capsules—have the same effect. 

Supplements for other purposes. The shelves of sup-
plement stores abound with products that promise to 
make exercise easier and promote weight loss. These, 
too, are unproven, and some may contain stimulants 

that are harmful when used for extended periods.
• The bottom line
The value of most herbs and supplements has been 

discounted or remains unproven. Few are worth the 
money spent on them. Moreover, there is no guarantee 
that the pills, capsules, or tablets contain all—or even 
any—of the ingredients listed on the packaging.

Most important, taking supplements can be risky. A 
study published in October 2015 in The New England 
Journal of Medicine found that the adverse effects of 

supplements were responsible for an average of 23,000 
emergency department visits per year.

If you are concerned that your diet isn’t providing all 
the nutrients you need, don’t shop for supplements be-
fore talking to your doctor. If you truly need a vitamin or 
other dietary supplement, your clinician can suggest an 
appropriate product and dose. If you’re currently talking 
a vitamin or other supplement, let your health care team 
know.

(Source: health.harvard.edu)

Disturbing report of rape of Muslims in Myanmar

Why dietary supplements are suspect

Mediterranean migrant deaths in 2016 hit record 3,800: UN

Pakistan embassy marks Kashmir Day
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Rivalries and ruined 
records
If unwanted results are bad enough, being handed them by a 
bitter rival makes it even worse. FIFA.com reflects on that being 
the case for one of Europe’s most prominent coaches and two 
of its most prominent clubs, as well as an unstoppable striker in 
Medellin and hegemony by the Pearl River. 

minutes is all Miguel Borja required to score a treble 
that kept alive Atletico Nacional’s hopes of a histor-

ic treble. El Verde, who won the Copa Libertadores in July and 
will play at December’s FIFA Club World Cup, were in the final 
quarter of their Copa Sudamericana tie with Coritiba when the 

23-year-old turned an aggre-
gate deficit into a semi-final 
place. The hat-trick, which 
included a sensational scis-
sor-kick, flew the 23-year-old 
to the top of the tournament’s 
scoring chart. Borja has now 
netted 11 goals in 11 games 
for Nacional in continental 
competition. 

was Gianluigi 
D o n n a r u m m a ’s 

age when AC Milan had last 
defeated Juventus heading 
into their latest showdown. 
Since Robinho’s unanswered 

goal in 2012, Juve had won nine successive games against 
Milan in all competitions. Donnarumma’s goalkeeping heroics 
– and Manuel Locatelli’s blockbuster – proved enough for Milan 
to stop the rot on Sunday. The 18-year-old midfielder has now 
scored with both his shots on target in Serie A. The result ended 
Juventus’s streak of six straight wins, though Milan’s six-game 
unbeaten run was extinguished by Genoa on Tuesday. 

rounds is what is took Feyenoord to lose their record-
breaking, 100-per-cent start to the Eredivisie season 

– and it came courtesy of their arch-enemies. Feyenoord 
conceded their 1,000th home goal in the Dutch top tier when 
Kasper Dolberg fired Ajax ahead, but Dirk Kuyt equalised late on 
– the 36-year-old consequently became the third-oldest player 
to score in De Klassieker after Johan Cruyff and Arnold Muhren 
– to extend the Rotterdam powerhouse›s unbeaten record in the 
competition to 21 matches. Feyenoord have nonetheless won 
just one of their last 21 Eredivisie clashes with Ajax. 

matches without victory is what Pep Guardiola has 
gone for the first time in his managerial career. After 

winning the first ten games of his Manchester City reign, the 
45-year-old Spaniard’s side have since drawn with Celtic, Everton 
and Southampton and lost to Tottenham Hotspur, Barcelona 
and Manchester United. Against United, in a 1-0 defeat in the 
League Cup on Wednesday, City failed to register a shot on 
target for the first time in four-and-a-half years. The result came 
as welcome relief to Jose Mourinho. Just three days earlier the 
Portuguese had suffered his worst Premier League defeat – 4-0 
at former team Chelsea. It left him with 13 losses from his last 
27 league games as a manager – his previous 13 defeats had 
come over 135 outings. Curiously, United’s four heaviest Premier 
League losses have all come in October: 5-0 to Newcastle 
United in 1996, 5-0 to Chelsea in 2000, 6-1 to Manchester City 
in 2011 and Sunday’s. 

consecutive Chinese Super League titles have been 
won by Guangzhou Evergrande – a run during which 

they became the first team in history to defend the crown. 
Paulinho’s fourth goal in five games seized Luiz Felipe Scolari’s 
side the point they required against Yanbian Fude on Sunday to 
end the challenge of Jiangsu Suning. The 2016 season has seen 
a record average match attendance of almost 25,000 – the 2014 
campaign averaged under 19,000. 

 Quick hits 
days after he last played 90 minutes in the Premier 
League, injury-plagued Jack Wilshere repeated the 

feat for Bournemouth against Tottenham Hotspur.
72 per cent of PSV’s goals in 2016/17 have been scored away 

from home. 
hours and 43 minutes: that is how long Mario 
Mandzukic had gone without scoring for Juventus until 

he bagged a diving header against Sampdoria on Wednesday.
years after he last played for Argentina, Fernando 
Belluschi received an international recall from Edgardo 

Bauza – despite having recently returned to play in his homeland 
after a decade abroad and having turned 33. 

(Source: FIFA)

Luis Enrique tells Guardiola 
critics - ‘He’s going to win’
Pep Guardiola will bounce back from his long winless run with 
Manchester City and end up winning trophies in England while playing 
impressive football, Barcelona coach Luis Enrique said on Friday.

Former Barca and Bayern Munich coach Guardiola is 
without a win in six games in all competitions, culminating in 
Wednesday’s 1-0 League Cup loss to Manchester United, his 
worst run of results since entering management in 2008.

“To the critics of Guardiola I will say this: don’t worry, he’s 
going to win trophies this season,” Luis Enrique, a friend and 
former Barca team mate of Guardiola, told a news conference 
ahead of Saturday’s game with Granada in La Liga.

“Critics will always appear because people don’t like it when 
the same people win all the time, but I’m sure Pep is going to 
win, and he’s going to win while playing the same spectacular 
football we saw at the start of the season.

“If you have to have a philosophy and an idea you have 
to die by it.” Luis Enrique and Guardiola were both part of the 
Spain team that won the gold medal at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympic Games and the two midfielders later shared the 
dressing room at Barca between 1996 and 2001. Guardiola won 
a record 14 trophies in four years in charge at Barca and guided 
Bayern to three successive Bundesliga titles before succeeding 
Manuel Pellegrini as City manager last summer. A perfect start of 
10 wins in 10 games in all competitions with City was interrupted by a 
3-3 draw with Celtic in the Champions League, followed by defeat to 
Tottenham and a draw at home to Everton.                 (Source: Reuters)

Marcello Lippi has refused to throw in the towel on China 
PR’s chances of reaching the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™. 
China have drawn one and lost three of their opening 
Group A qualifiers, and trail leaders Iran, Uzbekistan and 
Korea Republic by nine, eighth and six points respectively. 

Lippi is aware his new pupils face an uphill struggle, 
but believes back-to-back home victories over Qatar 
next month and Korea Republic in March would them 
right back in the mix.

“The current national situation is very difficult,” said the 
68-year-old former defender. “It seems there’s not much 
chance, but we need to unite as one to do everything 
possible to complete this improbable mission.

“Then we have to consider the issue of long-term 
development of Chinese football. Now we need to build a 
strong team, they need to have dedication.”

Lippi guided Guangzhou Evergrande to three Chinese 
Super League crowns and AFC Champions League glory. 
He also oversaw their admirable FIFA Club World Cup 
campaign in 2013, in which they eliminated Al Ahly and 

only lost 3-2 to a Ronaldinho-inspired Atletico Mineiro 
in a thrilling battle for bronze. Lippi revealed he was 
approached about becoming China coach during his 
Guangzhou tenure.

“The possibility was explored, but because I was coach 
at Guangzhou it had to be postponed. After I finished my 
work at Evergrande and returned to Italy, I had always been 
thinking about returning to China. In China I have always 

felt attention and respect, both for me and my team.
“China is one of the world’s most important countries 

and I believe I can help Chinese football progress. I believe 
the players are all skillful and have no need to feel inferior 
or envious towards players of other countries, because 
they can reach the same level. What they need is a sense 
of responsibility, mission and belief.”

China’s only World Cup participation came in 2002, 
when they were guide there by another foreigner: Serbian 
Bora Milutinovic. While the odds on them playing on 
the biggest stage again in 2018 appear slim, Lippi is no 
stranger to masterminding World Cup miracles.

“Nobody even gave us a chance,” said Lippi of Italy’s 
Germany 2006 campaign. La Nazionale had been 
eliminated by Korea Republic in the Round of 16 at the 
previous World Cup, and been beaten to Group C’s tickets 
to the knockout phase by Sweden and Denmark at UEFA 
EURO 2004, but memorably lifted the Trophy at the 
Olympiastadion. 

(Source: AFP)

Lippi: China will do everything to complete mission impossible

Manchester City boss Pep Guardiola 
says he would not have been a good 
fit for Real Madrid after reports that 
the Spanish giants wanted him to take 
charge last year.

Spanish journalist Marti Perarnau said 
that Guardiola’s agent was approached 
by Madrid over a move to the Bernabeu 
after declaring he would leave Bayern 
Munich in the summer of 2016.

Guardiola spent 10 seasons as a player at 
Barcelona and another four years as a man-
ager but was still seen as a possible replace-
ment for Rafa Benitez, according to Perarnau.

Asked if it had been a possibility to 
move to Madrid, Guardiola told a news 
conference ahead of City’s game with 
West Brom on Saturday: “I’m a follower 
of FC Barcelona. I don’t think Real Madrid 
needs a manager like me and I wouldn’t 
fit there either.”

Madrid promoted Zinedine Zidane 

as Benitez’s replacement while Guardiola 
was announced as the new City manager 
in February and he also revealed that he 
and his family are settling in Manchester.

United manager Jose Mourinho ad-
mitted that living in the city has been a 
“bit of a disaster,” but Guardiola said the 
only thing he was uncomfortable with 
was City’s recent streak of six games with-
out a win -- the worst run of his career.

“Yes [I like it] a lot. The last period I’m 
not happy as before because we don’t 
win but our lives don’t depend on the re-
sults,” he said. “[It spoils] a little bit how 
you live day-by-day because you have 
more worry about what you have to do 
to improve the team.

“But in general my kids are so happy 
in school, my wife as well. I work pretty 
good, I feel people try to take care of me. 
I’m so, so happy.”

(Source: ESPN)

Arsenal goalkeeper Petr Cech has told 
talkSPORT that Manchester United 
should not be counted out of the Premier 
League title race.

Cech said United manager Jose Mour-
inho, under whom he won three Premier 
League titles at Chelsea, would turn the 
Old Trafford club into contenders.

United, who face Burnley at Old Traf-
ford on Saturday, won their first three Pre-
mier League games under Mourinho but 
have since fallen to seventh in the table, 
six points behind the leaders.

But Cech said: “I still count them as a title 
contender, even if they are a little behind 
now, because it is a long-term competition 
and I know the manager very well.

“He will do everything to make sure, if 
they can, that they can close the gap and 
we need to make sure we don’t give them 
the chance.

“He spent a lot of money [in the sum-

mer]. They bought the players he wanted, 
so it is how well they find a way to com-
pete and put it on the pitch.”

Arsenal are unbeaten in all competi-
tions since their home defeat to Liverpool 
on the opening day of the season.

And Cech said he believed the Gun-
ners’ squad depth could help give them 
an edge as they try to end a 12-year 
league title drought.

“We are a well-balanced team,” he 
added. “We have young players coming 
in, we have experienced players and mid-
aged players in football terms, and we 
have a good strength in depth.

“This is what could be our advantage. 
We have been rotating in every compe-
tition and we have been on a really good 
run in every competition.

“If we stay fit and keep everybody on 
board, we are ready to compete.”

(Source: Soccernet)

Arsenal’s Petr Cech says Manchester 
United are still title contenders

Pep Guardiola happy in Manchester, 
‘wouldn’t fit’ at Real Madrid

Juan Roman Riquelme has showered 
Lionel Messi in praise, but rued 
Argentina’s inability to cope without 
him. La Albiceleste have won all three 
of the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™ 
qualifiers in which the 29-year-old 
has played, but have triumphed in 
just one of seven in his absence. It has 
left Edgardo Bauza’s side fifth – the 
inter-confederation playoff position 
– in the South American standings, 
one point clear of Paraguay and two 
above Chile. 

“Let’s hope Messi doesn’t get 
injured,” Riquelme said. “ Because 
if he does, any team can beat 
Argentina. We have the best player in 
the world. It’s logical that when Messi 
plays, we’re a strong team, and when 
he doesn’t, we’re average.

“I said that the day that Messi gets 
injured, we’ll go to being an average 
team, and they said I was speaking 
negatively. But when he gets injured 
and we don’t get points, we beg him 
to come back.

“It’s always him. We have faith in 
him. He’s unique. He’s taken us to 
several finals, which is not easy.”

Argentina are away to Brazil on 
Friday 10 November, before hosting 
Colombia the following Tuesday. 
Riquelme believes victory in the 
Estadio Mineirao, where a Messi 

wonder goal sunk Iran at the last 
World Cup, would do wonders for 
Argentinian confidence, but he is 
also wary of one Brazilian magician. 

“Hopefully Messi does well against 
Brazil and Colombia,” said the 51-times-
capped former playmaker. “Hopefully 
we don’t suffer in the qualifiers. We’re 
still dreaming of Messi gifting us the 
World Cup Trophy. 

“The national team squad has 
been there for a long time. Now 
we have a good opportunity to 
beat Brazil and gain confidence. 
But we’ll suffer there too, because 
over 90 minutes Neymar will do 
something, just like Messi.” 

Riquelme helped set up 
18-year-old Messi’s first World 
Cup goal in a 6-0 victory 
over Serbia and Montenegro 
in 2006. With Messi as 
an unused substitute 
and Riquelme taken off, 
however, Argentina lost 
on penalties to Germany 
in the quarter-finals in 
a captivating shootout 
famous for Jens Lehmann 
reading notes he retrieved 
from his socks (follow the 
‘Lehmann’s legendary notes’ link to 
the right to read more). 

(Source: FIFA)

Riquelme lauds 
Messi, warns of 
Neymar danger
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Iran beaten by Saudi 
Arabia at AFC U-19 
Championship semis
Saudi Arabia emerged victorious from a remarkable 11-goal 
thriller against Islamic Republic of Iran at Khalifa Sports City Sta-
dium on Thursday evening with their 6-5 win booking a place in 
the final of the AFC U-19 Championship Bahrain 2016.

Abdulrahman Al Yami scored a hat-trick and captain Sami Al Naji 
scored twice while Ayman Al Khulaif was also on the scoresheet for 
Saad Al Shehri’s team at the end of an astonishing 90 minutes.

Saudi Arabia will take their place in the final for the first time 
since winning the title in 1992 while the Iranians, for whom Reza 
Jafari, Aref Aghasi, Reza Shekari, Mehdi Mehdikhani and Reza 
Karmollachaab scored, will have their four-decade wait to re-
claim the title extended.

The Saudis took the lead with just 18 minutes on the clock 
after referee Fu Ming pointed to the spot following a coming 
together in the penalty area between Rakan Al Anaze and Aref 
Gholami and captain Al Naji calmly slotted his effort from 12 
yards past Shahab Adeli.

Three minutes before the break, the Saudis doubled their 
lead with a fine passing move that will undoubtedly go down as 
one of the goals of the tournament.

Abdullah Magrshi deprived Mehdikhani of the ball deep in 
his own half before starting a fluid passing move that saw the 
Saudis move forward, weaving together 15 passes before Al 
Khulaif latched onto Al Naji’s through pass to slide the ball be-
tween Adeli’s legs.

Iran desperately needed to find a way into the game and, as 
the clock ticked towards 45 minutes, Amir Peiravani’s side finally 
found one when Jafari robbed a dawdling Fahad Al Harbi mid-
way inside his own half before racing towards goal and smash-
ing the ball beyond Al Bukhari at the second attempt.

Almost immediately, however, the Saudis restored their two-
goal cushion. Straight from the restart, Ali Hassan Al Asami’s long 
pass released Al Khulaif down the right and the Al Ahli midfielder 
reached the bye-line before cutting back for Al Yami to score.

The Iranians refused to lie down and, incredibly, they reduced 
the deficit to one with virtually the last kick of the half. The Sau-
di defence struggled to clear Abolfazl Razzaghpour’s corner 
and Aghasi, whose initial header was only half-cleared, struck 
through a crowd of players to leave the score 3-2 at the break.

Six minutes after the restart, Saudi Arabia notched up anoth-
er with Al Naji claiming his second after starting and finishing 
a move that saw him receive a return pass from Al Yami before 
striking beyond Adeli. Once more, though, Iran pulled a goal 
back when, in the 62nd minute, Shekari netted from close range 
after Al Bukhari carelessly parried Razzaghpour’s free kick from 
deep into the midfielder’s path.

Yet again, the Saudis restored their two-goal cushion two 
minutes later when Al Yami claimed his second after Al Khulaif’s 
one-two with Al Naji put him behind the Iranian defence before 
rolling the ball across goal to give Al Yami the simplest of finishes.

While Iran’s defending was poor, there was little reason 
to question their spirit and, with 15 minutes remaining, they 
claimed a fourth as substitute Sina Khadempour’s long throw 
was sidefooted past Al Bukhari by Mehdikhani. But a minute lat-
er, the Saudis struck again as Al Yami completed his hat-trick 
after wriggling his way through the Iranian defence.

Back came the Iranians again and, with seven minutes to go, 
they claimed their fifth and the game’s 11th goal when Karmol-
lachaab beat Al Bukhari low and at his near post with a perfectly 
executed overhead kick.

But Iran’s luck ran out when Gholami was sent off in injury 
time for a second bookable offence and the Saudis held on to 
seal their place in the final.                               (Source: the-afc)

Iran U-19 coach Peyrovani 
feels sorry for failing to 
qualify for the final 
Saudi Arabia coach Saad Al Shehri believes his team can iron out 
the defensive frailties that were on display in their astonishing 6-5 
win over Iran on Thursday evening as the national reached the final 
of the AFC U-19 Championship for the first time in 24 years.

“We are very happy to reach the final,” said the coach. “It was 
a big game with a tough scenario. Offensively it was very good, 
very exciting and defensively I’m confident in the next game the 
same thing won’t happen again.”

A penalty from Al Naji in the 18th minute and a second, beau-
tifully worked team goal that was finished off by Al Khulaif gave 
the Saudis a two-goal lead by the 42nd minute, before the Iranians 
staged a remarkable fight back that ultimately fell just short. “When 
a team is leading 2-0, it can create a difficult situation because the 
players can relax and be satisfied with themselves and then, some-
times, individual mistakes happen,” said Al Shehri.

“But I’m confident about my team in the next game and that 
we can get rid of all the mistakes, especially dealing with the high 
ball and the defence can go back to playing well.

“Honestly, it was the first time I’ve been in a game like this, it 
was a good lesson for me and for all of the players. It was a very 
good game during the 90 minutes, but technically we have to 
concentrate more and we have to focus on a few things before 
the next game.”

Reza Jafari, Aref Aghasi, Reza Shekari, Mehdi Mehdikhani 
and Reza Karmollachaab all scored for the Iranians but, despite 
netting five times, Amir Peirvani’s side were on the wrong side of 
the scoreline, meaning the country’s wait for a first appearance 
in the final of the AFC U-19 Championship since 1977 will go on 
for at least another two years.

“We say congratulations to Saudi Arabia for getting to the final of 
this competition,” said Peiravani. “I’m very sorry and I feel bad now that 
we couldn’t go to the final. So much happened in the game today.

“I think the penalty put us under pressure early in the game. We 
were without two of our main defenders, one was injured and the 
other one was suspended for this match, so the power of my de-
fence wasn’t the same as before because these players didn’t play.

“Maybe we didn’t have good concentration in this game. I’m 
very happy because all of the spectators were satisfied by this 
game. There were 11 goals and it was perfect for the fans.”

(Source: AFC)
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(Yonhap) — Former South Korea international Cha Du-ri 
has been named the advance scout for the men’s national 
football team, the sport’s national federation said Thursday.

The Korea Football Association (KFA) said Cha will serve 
in the role through South Korea’s last qualifying match 
for the 2018 FIFA World Cup next year. The two sides will 
discuss an extension afterward.

Cha, 36, played 76 matches for South Korea, and 
appeared at the 2002 and 2010 FIFA World Cups. He 
retired from international play in March last year.

Cha split his club career in Germany, Scotland and 
South Korea. The KFA said its technical director, Lee Yong-
soo, offered Cha the new position after consulting with 
head coach Uli Stielike. Lee said Cha’s wealth of experience 
should be a great asset to the team, and the German-
speaking former player should also act as the bridge 
between Stielike, a German native, and the national team.

Cha, who had been going through coaching training in 
Germany, returned home Wednesday. At Thursday’s press 

conference, Cha thanked the KFA and Stielike for “giving 
me an opportunity to serve the national team after my 
playing career ended.”

   “The goal of our team is to reach the World Cup 
and do well in the tournament,” Cha said. “I’d like to help 
the team accomplish that goal.”  South Korea are in third 
place among five nations in Group A of the final Asian 
World Cup qualifying round. Only the top two nations 
from each of the two groups earn automatic berths for 
the 2018 World Cup in Russia, while third-place teams 
will enter a playoff for a chance to secure one final ticket.

They barely beat China 3-2 to start the campaign, and 
were held to a scoreless draw by underdogs Syria.

South Korea then eked out a 3-2 win over Qatar, before 
losing to Iran 1-0 in Tehran.

“I want to help lighten their burden,” Cha added. “We 
have talented players on our hands, and they shouldn’t 
be afraid of facing anyone in Asia. If you lack confidence, 
though, all that talent will be for naught. I felt that our 

players were playing timidly. My job is to help boost their 
confidence and to create an environment where they can 
compete stress-free.”

 “The priority right now is to help players regain their 
confidence and put the team on the right track,” Cha said. 
“And only then we can start discussing strategies and ways 
to beat our opponents. The confidence level is fairly low 
after the loss to Iran. We have to restore communication 
between the coaching staff and players.”

   Cha said while Stielike has to shoulder his share of 
responsibilities for the recent performance, the players 
should also take a long look at themselves in the mirror.

“I think the guys should think about how they 
approached these matches,” Cha said. “I think there were 
some issues between what the coach said and how 
the players reacted to it, but it’s something they should 
resolve themselves. If you let the coach’s words affect your 
performance on the pitch, then you have a problem as 
someone who represents the country.”

Ex-football defender named national team advance scout 

Sanandaj was defeated against 
Ile from Kazakhstan in the first 
edition of the Asian Women’s Club 
League Handball Championship on 
Wednesday. 

The Iranian team lost to Ile 41-23 in 
its opening match and will face Kaysar 
on Thursday.

The competition is underway in 
Kyzylorda, Kazakhstan from October 

26 to November 1.
The tournament has brought three 

teams from Kazakhstan namely, Ile, 
Kaysar, Almaty, as well as Uzbekistan’s 
Uzbechka, Qatar and Sanandaj 
together.

Iran’s Samenolhojaj had also 
planned to partake in the competition 
but the participation was cancelled.

(Source: Tasnim)

Asian Women’s Club League 
Handball: Iran’s Sanandaj loses to Ile 

Iran freestyle team won the title of the 
2016 Interuniversity World Wrestling 
Championships. 

The Iranian team won five gold medals 
and three bronzes in the competition.

Younes Sarmasti in 57kg, Reza Afzali 
in 74kg, Mohammad Javad Ebrahimi in 
86kg, Amir Mohammadi in 97kg and Reza 
Mousavi in 125kg claimed gold medals.

Mehran Nasiri in 61kg, Meysam 

Heydari in 65kg and Hamed Rashidi in 
70kg won bronze.

The competition brought around 250 
athletes from 26 countries together at 
the Hittite University in Corum, Turkey.

The World University Wrestling 
Championship (WUWC) is part of Inter-
national University Sports Federation’s 
(FISU) wonderful program.

(Source: Tasnim)

Iran wins Interuniversity World 
Wrestling Championships 

Iran’s kumite team 
qualified for the final 

match of the 23rd edition of the Karate 
World Championships on Friday.

Iran defeated France 3-0 in the semi-fi-
nal and qualified for the final match for 
the second successive year.

Iran defeated host Germany in the 
2014 Karate World Championships and 

won the title. 
Team Melli consists of Zabihollah 

Pourshab, Iman Sanchuli, Saeid Ahmadi, 
Bahman Askari, Ali Fadakar, Sajjad Gan-
jzadeh, and Mehdi Khodabakhshi in the 
competition.  

The prestigious competition is being 
held in the Austrian city of Linz from Oc-
tober 25 to 30.

Iran’s kumite team advances to 
Karate World Championships final

Greek club FC 
Panionios has offered a 

contract extension to Iranian striker Karim 
Ansarifard according to Gazzatta.gr.

The Iranian striker ’s contract will expire 
at the end of the season but the Greek 
club are interested in keeping him.

He has been linked with Olympique de 
Marseille, PAOK and AEK in the summer 

but he opted to see out his contract with 
Panionios.

After a poor spell in Osasuna, 
Ansarifard joined Greek side Panionios 
in summer of 2015 and impressed in his 
first season with the team as he scored 9 
goals in 30 appearances.

He has scored 12 goals in 51 caps for 
Iran national football team.

Panionios offers contract extension 
to Ansarifard

Persepolis deserved to beat Sanat 
Naft: Branko Ivankovic

TEHRAN — Persepolis coach 
Branko Ivankovic says that 

they deserved to defeat Sanat Naft in Iran 
Professional League.

On Friday, the Reds defeated the 
Abadan- based team thanks to a late goal 

from Mehdi Taremi. 
“I think we deserved more and deserved 

to win the game, because we had the better 
chances and played better,” Branko said. 

“It was unfair if we didn’t win the match. 
Our players created so many scoring 
chances but they squandered their 
chances,” the Croat coach added. 

Persepolis edges past 
Sanat Naft to remain top

Persepolis football 
team grabbed a late 

1-0 win against Sanat Naft in the 10th 
week of Iran Professional League in 
Tehran’s Azadi Stadium on Friday.

Last season’s IPL top scorer 
Mehdi Taremi scored the sole goal 
of the match assisted by substitute 
Ramin Rezaeian in the 86th minute. 
Persepolis maintained in the top of the 
table with 22 points.

Elsewhere in Mashad, third place 

Naft was held to a 2-2 draw against 
Siah Jamegan while Zob Ahan defeated 
Esteghlal Khuzestan 2-0 in Isfahan.

Earlier on Thursday, Esteghlal was held 
to a 1-1 draw by Foolad in Ahvaz, Paykan 
thrashed Machine Sazi 4-1 in Tabriz, 
Tractor Sazi defeated Gostaresh Foolad 
2-0, Sepahan drew with Saipa 1-1 and 
Saba lost to Padideh 3-2.

Teams will now go to a one-month 
international break as the 11th week will 
be held on 24 and 25th of November.
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The waves run high, night is clouded with fears,
And eddying whirlpools clash and roar.

Hafez 

Poem of the day

SINCE 1979
Prayer Times

TEHRAN — “The Salesman”, Iran’s 
submission to the 89th Academy 

Awards in the best foreign-language film category, 
has won the Audience Choice Award at the 18th Jio 
MAMI Mumbai Film Festival.

“The Salesman” is about Emad (Shahab Hosseini) 
and Rana (Taraneh Alidusti) who move into a new 
flat in the center of Tehran. An incident linked to 
the previous tenant dramatically changes the young 
couple’s life.

Davy Chou’s French-Cambodian coproduction 
“Diamond Island” won the Golden Gateway Prize 
for best film at the international competition of 
the festival, which ran from October 20 to 27, the 
Hollywood Reporter announced Friday.

The Silver Gateway Award went to Ralitza Petrova’s 
Bulgaria-based thriller “Godless”, while the Jury Grand 
Prize went to the Mexican drama “Everything Else” by 

Natalia Almada.
Reza Dormishian’s acclaimed drama “Lanturi” and 

“ValDerama” by Abbas Amini were the other two 
Iranian entries at the festival.

TEHRAN — The 
Alhoda International 

Publishing Group and the Booksellers 
Association of Serbia have signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
to expand bilateral cooperation on book 
publication.

The MOU was signed by Alhoda 
deputy director of publications affairs 
Hamid Dehdashti, President of the 

association Dejan Papic and Secretary 
General Ana Opacic at the pavilion of 
Nowruz Literary Agency, an affiliate 
of Alhoda, at the ongoing Belgrade 
International Book Fair (BIBF.

The two sides also agreed to exchange 
information about the publishers of the 
two countries, while they also discussed 
reinforcing bilateral cooperation on 
translations of books in the languages of 

the two countries, the Persian service of 
ISNA reported on Friday.

The Serbian association expressed 
interest in expanding bilateral 
cooperation and announced that it will 
be providing a list of Serbian books to 
be later translated into Persian.

Iran is the guest of honor of Belgrade 
International Book Fair (BIBF) which will 
come to an end on Sunday. 

Iran has offered a wide range of 
programs to visitors, including an 
exhibition of illustrations, while a 
number of illustrators, miniaturists 
and calligraphers created works at the 
pavilion of Iran during the fair.

An Iranian film screening program 
has also been set up to make the 
visitors more familiar with the cinema 
of Iran.

LONDON (Reuters) — A new edition 
of William Shakespeare’s complete 
works will name Christopher Marlowe 
as co-author of three plays, shedding 
new light on the links between the two 
great playwrights after centuries of 
speculation and conspiracy theories.

Marlowe will be listed as co-author 
of the three Henry VI plays in the 
New Oxford Shakespeare, due to 
be published in several installments 
over the coming weeks by the Oxford 
University Press.

“Shakespeare has entered the 
world of Big Data and there are 
certain questions that we are now 
able to answer more confidently that 
people have been asking for a very 
long time,” Gary Taylor, one of the 
project’s senior editors, told Reuters.

The issue of whether Shakespeare 
wrote all the plays attributed to him 
has been the subject of endless 
conjecture, with one persistent theory 
being that they were actually written 
by Marlowe -- a notion rejected by 
Shakespeare scholars.

Taylor, a Florida State University 
professor, said academics had known 
for a long time that Shakespeare 
worked with other writers on some 
plays. The idea that he collaborated 
with Marlowe on the Henry VI plays 
had been debated for centuries, but 
had not been possible to demonstrate 
before.

Taylor said scholars had used 
databases of plays and other writings 
from the Elizabethan period, not just 
by Shakespeare or Marlowe but by 

many others working at the time, 
to search for distinctive words or 
combinations of words.

“That kind of Big Data was never 
available until very recently,” he said.

The academics who worked on 
the New Oxford Shakespeare, and 
others who had provided peer reviews 
of their findings, were extremely 
confident about Marlowe’s authorship 
of some parts of the Henry VI plays, 
Taylor said.

“There are parts that are very 
clearly by Shakespeare and there are 
parts that are very clearly by Marlowe,” 
he said, adding that most of the best-
loved passages were by Shakespeare.

The New Oxford Shakespeare 
includes 44 plays, of which 17 are 
identified as having been written in 

collaboration with other authors. The 
previous edition of Shakespeare’s 
complete works by the same publisher, 
issued in 1986, identified eight of 39 
plays as collaborative.

Taylor said that collaboration 
between playwrights was entirely 
normal in the Elizabethan period, 
and there was no suggestion of any 
great secret or conspiracy regarding 
Shakespeare’s work with Marlowe.

The author of “The Jew of Malta”, 
“Doctor Faustus” and “Edward II”, 
Marlowe passed into British popular 
culture as Shakespeare’s great rival, 
but Taylor said that was speculation.

“It’s possible they loved each other, 
it’s possible they hated each other. 
We have no way of knowing,” he said. 
“Rivals can collaborate.”
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Veteran Iranian painter and art expert Aidin Aghdashlu autographs a copy of his latest book “The Last Word” during a 
meeting with his fans at the Mahmud Afshar Foundation in Tehran on October 27, 2016. “The Last Word” containing a 
number of his articles was published jointly by Did and Aban companies in early October. 
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Iran and Serbia sign MOU to enhance book publishing 

Donald Trump’s 
Hollywood Walk of 

Fame star vandalized 
on video

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Donald 
Trump’s star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame was defaced by a vandal wielding 
a sledgehammer and a pick-axe on 
Wednesday in an act captured on video, 
police said.

Los Angeles police expect to arrest 
someone for the vandalism, which left 
Trump’s name scratched out of the star, 
the emblem in the middle dislodged and 
chips missing.

A video posted at Deadline.com, 
a Hollywood media industry website, 
showed a man wearing a hard-hat and 
reflective vest swinging a sledgehammer 
and pick-axe in the pre-dawn darkness.

The area had been cordoned off with 
traffic barriers and cones, giving it the 
appearance of a legitimate work site.

The Republican presidential nominee, 
real estate developer and reality TV star 
has faced several large protests during 
his campaign appearances in California, 
where polls show him far behind 
Democratic presidential nominee Hillary 
Clinton.

The former host of the NBC show “The 
Apprentice”, Trump received his Walk of 
Fame star in 2007. A spokeswoman for 
Trump could not be reached for comment.

 Shahab Hosseini (L) and Taraneh Alidusti act in a scene from «The Salesman».

Iranian game 
developers attend 
Game Connection 

Iran participates in 
Algeria book fair

TEHRAN — Three Iranian 
game developing companies 

participated in the Game Connection 2016, a 
business convention of the video games industry, 
which was held in Paris from October 26 to 28.

The companies, which were supported by  Iran’s 
National Foundation for Computer Games (NFCG), 
included Anashid, Ava Games and Medrick Studio. 

The Game Connection is an international 
exhibition offering the opportunity for professionals 
in the video game industry to interact with other 
professionals, expand their networks and promote 
their products.

TEHRAN — The Iran Cultural 
Fairs Institute (ICFI) is showcasing 

a large collection of the latest offerings from Iranian 
publishers at the 21st International Book Fair of 
Algiers.

The fair opened at the Palais des Exposition 
d’Alger in Algiers, Algeria on Wednesday and will 
run until November 5.
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Painting 
 A collection of paintings by Fereidun Omidi is on 

display in an exhibition at E1 Gallery.
The exhibit entitled “Blue Day” 

runs until November 11 at the 
gallery located at 1 Hamid Dead 
End, off Lesani Alley, Jebheh St., 
off Mahdieh St., in the Elahieh 

neighborhood. 
 An exhibition of paintings by Vahid Hakim is 

currently underway at Asar Gallery.
The exhibition titled “Falling in 

Order” runs until November 18 at 
the gallery, which can be found at 
16 Barforushan St., off Iranshahr St.

 Mah Gallery is currently 
displaying paintings by Ahmad 
Parmu in an exhibition entitled 
“Glamor of the Garden”.

The exhibit will be underway 
until November 21 at the gallery 
located at 26 Golestan Blvd., off 
Africa Ave.

 Paintings by Hamed Sahihi and Samira 
Eskandarfar are on display in an 
exhibition at Tarrahan Azad Gallery.

The exhibit entitled “What Film” 
runs until November 8 at the gallery 
gallery that can be found at 5 
Salmas Square, off Fatemi St.

Multimedia
 Mohsen Gallery is showcasing sculptures, 

drawings and sets of installation art 
by Sara Abbasian.

The exhibition named 
“Imperishable Gravity” runs until 
November 16 at the gallery located 
at 42 East Mina Blvd., Naji St., off 

Zafar St.
 Seyhun Gallery is playing host to an exhibition 

of paintings and sculptures by Azar 
Sheikh Bahaeddinzadeh. 

The exhibit titled “Being Here” 
will be running until November 9 
at the gallery, which can be found 
at 24 Sinai Alley, off Keyhan St. and 
Moqaddas-e Ardabili Ave.

  WHAT’S IN ART GALLERIES 

“The Salesman” 
wins Audience 
Choice Award 
at Mumbai 
festival 

Scholars use Big Data to show Marlowe co-wrote three Shakespeare plays
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Previously unknown 
Ingmar Bergman script to 
be into turned movie
NEW YORK (Reuters) — A previously unknown script written 
by Ingmar Bergman for a collaboration between him, Italy’s 
Federico Fellini and Japan’s Akira Kurosawa is being turned into a 
movie by Swedish director Suzanne Osten, daily Dagens Nyheter 
reported on Wednesday.

The script, titled “Sixty-four minutes with Rebecka”, was written 
in 1969 but the collaboration between the legendary three 
directors fell through. The script was shelved until the early 2000s 
when Bergman donated his collection to a foundation set up to 
preserve and honor his work.

Many of Bergman’s scripts were never filmed but “Sixty-four 
Minutes with Rebecka” had remained unknown even for the most 
confirmed of connoisseurs, according to the Bergman Institute.
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