
TEHRAN — Prof. William O. Bee-
man, head of the anthropology 
department at the State University 
of Minnesota, says the new U.S. 
President Donald Trump will not 
be able to violate the Iran nuclear 
deal because it is an international 
agreement.

The July 2015 nuclear deal 
between Iran and great powers 
(namely the five permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council 
and Germany) went into effect 

early this year.
According to the pact, officially 

known as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA), Teh-
ran is tasked to limit its nuclear ac-
tivities and instead the other side is 
obligated to remove financial and 
economic sanctions on Iran.

“Mr. Trump has opposed the 
JCPOA with Iran, but he can’t 
“cancel” it, because it involved the 
P5+1 nations, not just the United 
States,” Beeman tells the Tehran 
Times. 

Following is the text of the in-
terview:

 What would be Trump’s 
foreign policy toward the Mid-
dle East, particularly the Syrian 
conflict?

A: Mr. Trump has claimed that 
he has a secret plan for defeat-
ing ISIS/ISIL/DAESH, but he hasn’t 
revealed it. It is not clear what he 
actually plans to do. Mr. Trump is 
personally very weak in his knowl-
edge about the Middle East. He 
has made many factual misstate-

ments about the region. He will 
have to depend on his appointees 
to the Department of Defense and 
the State Department for formu-
lating his policies. As you know, Mr. 
Trump has opposed the JCPOA 
with Iran, but he can’t “cancel” it, 
because it involved the P5+1 na-
tions, not just the United States. Re-
garding Syria, Mr. Trump is friendlier 
with Russia than the Obama ad-
ministration, and he may endorse 
Russia’s support for President Assad 
and the Assad regime.   3

An Iranian reporter has been 
killed in the embattled Syrian 
city of Aleppo amid fierce fight-
ing between the Syrian forces 
and terrorists in the flashpoint 
city.

Mohsen Khazaei, who worked 
for the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Broadcasting (IRIB), was killed on 
Saturday while his cameraman 
sustained injuries and was trans-
ferred to hospital.  

The Iranian reporter lost his life 
when shrapnel from a mortar shell 
hit him in the head. His camera-
man, Tamer Sandooq, was  injured 
in the shoulder.

The Iranian reporting team 
came under mortar fire by terror-
ists in Minyan district in the west-
ern part of Aleppo.

A number of correspondents 
affiliated to Iranian news stations 
have fallen victim to the conflict in 

Syria in the past.
In August 2015, Iranian re-

porter Mohammad-Hassan Hos-
seini suffered facial injury in a 
mortar attack by militants in the 
port city of Latakia in western 
Syria.

Press TV correspondent Maya 
Nasser was also killed in Septem-
ber 2012 after militants attacked 
Press TV staff in the Syrian capital, 
Damascus.
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Stefano Ricci 
picks Iranian 

art for new 
collection 

TEHRAN — Stefano 
Ricci, one of the most 

respected Italian brands, has focused 
on Iranian art this time. Parviz Tanavoli’s 
image of “Heech” has gone on cufflinks 
and Mohammad Ehsai’s calligraphy 
have appeared on porcelain plates.

The Sam Center, a commercial 
complex in northern Tehran, hosted 
several members from the Stefano 
Ricci family who attended the unveil-
ing ceremony for the products bearing 
Iranian art on Thursday.

The collection of gold cufflinks 
bearing images of “Heech” have been 
offered in a collection of 20. 

“This is the first time such an event 
has happened in Iran and I am happy 
to have a role in it,” Tanavoli said in a 
press release published on Saturday.

“Stefano Ricci is one of the best 
brands in the world and it is a great 
honor to have been working with 
them,” he added.

“Heech belongs to everybody in 
the world. Considering the number of 
Heeches I have designed for females, 
it was not fair for the men not to have 
the opportunity,” he remarked.

The porcelain plates also bear 
beautiful calligraphies by Ehsai, part of 
which are handprints in gold and silver.

Ehasi also expressed thanks to the 
Ricci family for their active participation 
in promoting art and culture.   1 6

Iran tells 
OPEC it raised 

supply by 
most since 
sanctions

Iran, which has said it’s exempt from 
OPEC’s accord to cut production, told 
the group it raised output by the most 
since international sanctions were lift-
ed. Iraq, unwilling to curb its supplies, 
reported a higher level than OPEC’s 
estimates.

Freed from curbs on its oil trade 
in January, Iran said it increased 
output by 210,000 barrels a day to 
3.92 million a day in October from 
the previous month, according to 
a report from the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries. 
That’s 230,000 barrels a day more 
than estimated by OPEC itself, 
whose members are due to finalize 
how much each will cut when they 
gather on November 30. Produc-
tion from Saudi Arabia, which typ-
ically declines at this time of year, 
remained near record levels.

Oil prices climbed about 16 per-
cent in the weeks after OPEC’s Sep-
tember 28 meeting in Algiers, where 
the group ended a two-year policy 
of pumping without limits to agree 
a production cut aimed at clearing a 
global surplus. Yet prices have since 
retreated on doubts the deal can 
succeed when key members Iran and 
Iraq argue they shouldn’t need to cut 
while recovering from losses to war 
and sanctions.   4

From Clinton to Trump
To know, or not to know
We know Mrs. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton very well at least in the 
field of the United States foreign 
policy. There are also some WikiL-
eaks documents that prove the 
evidence. However, our problem 
does not revolve around the fact 
that she was aware of the House 
of Saud regime’s role in creating 
terrorist groups or receiving a one 
million dollar bribe from the Sau-
dis for selling stockpile of arms and 
ammunition to them which could 
eventually be used against Saudi 
Arabia’s neighboring states, mostly 
used on civilian targets. 

Elsewhere, obviously due to her 
fruitless pressure on the United States 
President Barack Obama to directly 
engage in the Syrian crises and set 
boots on Syrian soil, Clinton had to 
leave the U.S. State Department as its 
secretary. 

It is crystal clear that all these is-
sues were pursued by the House of 
Saud regime. The Saudis put all their 
effort in order to materialize these 
goals. As the WikiLeaks documents 
also prove the war in Libya belongs 
to the Clinton family and is consid-
ered their legacy. 

Clinton’s résumé (CV) clearly 
shows her point of view, supporters, 
targets and goals and her way of 
conduct in particular regarding the 
Middle East. Maybe in Economy she 
followed Obama’s policy, neverthe-
less it was obvious that in the field of  
foreign policy she always considered 
Obama’s point of view according to 
the United States regional allies ben-
efits, as not far ago at least in regards 
to the U.S. Arab allies in the region 
there were some serious contradic-
tion between Obama’s stance and 
U.S. allies.

Meantime, it is still too early to 
comment on the U.S. President elect 
Donald J. Trump’s goals and plans. 
Considering the presidential nominees 
rhetoric before the elections in the U.S. 
is totally useless.   1 3

November 8: 
Democracy revolts 
against itself 
The election of Barack Obama as the 
president of the United States in 2008 
supported the notion that the Amer-
ican people have parted from their 
past. 

All things considered, Obama 
was, for us, the symbol of a revolu-
tion taking place in a conservative 
society. His distinctions were not just 
limited to his skin color. What made 
the new president a different politi-
cian both for the American people 
and the international community was 
the new outlook of a Democrat on 
international diplomacy and also his 
domestic quasi-socialist programs. 

We were surprised at first and then 
happy that the international commu-
nity responded to the nation’s call for 
change by awarding the newly-elected 
president a Nobel Prize in 2009.     1 3

Russia, Iran to 
hold talks on lifting 
visas for tourists on 
November 23
MOSCOW (TASS) - Russia and Iran are 
going to hold consultations on November 
23 in Tehran on the abolition of visas for 
group tours, Yevgeny Ivanov, the director 
of the Russian Foreign Ministry’s Consular 
Department told TASS on Thursday.

“Russian-Iranian consultations 
where we’ll discuss a draft agreement 
on visa-free group tours will take place 
in Tehran on November 23,” he said.

“The draft has been handed to the 
Iranian side for scrutiny and we have 
received certain remarks and correc-
tions from them,” Ivanov said.

“We’ll continue refining the text in a 
hope that work on it will be brought to 
completion shortly and we’ll put up for 
signing,” he said.

“A full abolition of visas between 
Russia and Iran is still off the agenda,” 
Ivanov said.

2

Trump can’t ‘cancel’ nuclear deal: Minnesota professor

Iranian reporter killed in Syria’s Aleppo

TEHRAN — Mehdi Kar-
basian, the head of Iranian 

Mines and Mining Industries Development and 
Renovation Organization (IMIDRO), told ILNA 
on Saturday that a delegation from the Ger-
man private bank of BHF will arrive in Tehran 
on Sunday.

The German bankers are to negotiate mon-

etary, financial ties as well as making direct in-
vestments in Iran’s mining sector with IMIDRO, 
he said.

Referring to the visit made by a Hong Kong-
ese delegation, led by Financial Secretary of 
Hong Kong John Tsang Chun-wah, to Iran a 
few day ago, Karbasian added that the Hong 
Kongese have also expressed tendency towards 

making investments in Iran’s mining sector. 
BHF-Bank is a private German bank owned 

by Oddo & Cie. It was one of the leading Ger-
man investment banks in the 1970s and 1980s 
and held a top position in the foreign exchange 
market. The bank has an international pres-
ence, with branches in Luxembourg, Switzer-
land, the UAE, Egypt and Vietnam.

German bank to discuss investment in Iran’s mining sector  

TEHRAN — UN Special Envoy 
for Syria Staffan de Mistura said 

on Saturday that Al-Nusra Front is a terrorist group 
that must leave the Syrian city of Aleppo.

“We call for a halt to all the military activities in 
eastern and western parts of Aleppo, and we be-

lieve that Al-Nusra, as a terrorist group, must defi-
nitely leave eastern parts of Aleppo,” he said after 
his meeting with Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Hossein Jaberi Ansari in Tehran.

Commenting on the UN actions in countering 
terrorists’ crimes in the city, he said serious efforts 

are being made to help the people exit the eastern 
areas of Aleppo.

He added, “We condemn killings and any kind 
of crime in Aleppo and we are still studying our 
proposal concerning the exit of the people and the 
terrorist groups from Aleppo,” he said.

  See page 2
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November 17 set for Ketabgardi 
TEHRAN — Cultural 
activist Ahmad Mas-

jed-Jamei who is also a member of the 
Tehran City Council has said that this 
year’s Ketabgardi (Tour of Bookstores) 
will be held this Thursday.

The reading campaign that he 
launched during the Iran Book Week in 
2014 has been warmly welcomed by the 
Iranian cultural community over the past 
two years. 

“One the effective ways of sup-
porting the book business is going to 
bookstores to purchase books,” Mas-
jed-Jamei said on his Telegram channel 

on Saturday.
“The promotion of bookstores as the 

last link in the chain of the printing in-
dustry will led to the promotion of pub-
lishing across the country,” he added.

“We ask all cultured and noble peo-
ple to go to bookstores this Thursday 
to show appreciation to booksellers, 
publishers, authors, translators and all 
those people involved in Iran’s publish-
ing world by buying books,” he stated.

He also asked Iranian media to pro-
mote the campaign.

The Iran Book Week is scheduled to open 
on Monday with the motto of “Iran Reads”.

This file photo shows book aficionados visiting the bookstore 
of the Book City Institute on Tehran’s Fershteh Street during 
the Ketabgardi, a reading campaign, on November 19, 2015. 
(Borna/Setareh Sardari)
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TEHRAN — Irani-
an President Hassan 

Rouhani told the Hungarian Parliament 
speaker Laszlo Kover on Saturday that 
expanding ties with friendly countries, es-
pecially the European Union states, form 
the cornerstone of his government’s for-
eign policy.

Rouhani also said it is neces-
sary that Iran and Hungary use the 
post-nuclear deal atmosphere to in-
crease cooperation.

“The private sectors of the two coun-
tries should become more aware of the 
joint capacities and take steps in deepen-
ing cooperation,” the president explained.

Rouhani said Iran favors close coop-
eration with Hungary in areas of politics, 
economy, science and culture.

The two countries can also use the op-
portunity to share knowledge in nuclear 
industry, he added.

Rouhani also said terrorism has 
emerged as an international problem.

He also said it is essential to make 
efforts to restore security to Iraq, Syria, 
Yemen and Libya. 

“It is our humanitarian and interna-
tional duty to send food and medical help 
to the people of these countries and help 
alleviate their sufferings,” he added.

For his part, Kover said that Hungary 
is ready to cooperate with Iran in fighting 
terrorism and restoring security to the cri-
sis-stricken countries of Syria, Iraq, Yemen 
and Libya.

The top lawmaker also said that it is 
essential to expand cooperation between 
Tehran and Budapest.

Kover also said it is highly important 
to deepen ties in banking and energy 
spheres.

 Iran, Hungary have common 
views on terrorism: Larijani

Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said 
on Saturday that Iran and Hungary 
share common views on how to tackle 
“the ugly phenomenon of terrorism”.

In a joint press conference with his 
Hungarian counterpart, Larijani also said 
he and Kover discussed ways to boost 
economic ties.

Kover said Hungary makes efforts to 
increase business ties with Iran. 
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TEHRAN — Part of the European 
Union’s criticism of the condition 

of human rights in Iran is “sound” as far as it is not 
against unnegotiable Islamic laws, ILNA quoted Ali 
Motahari, parliament’s second vice speaker, as saying 
on Saturday. 

“We need to acknowledge sound human 
rights crit icisms,” he said, reminding that Iran 
should also monitor human rights violations in 
the EU. 

Motahari warned against taking a stubborn, bi-
ased approach to the issue, saying, “The important 
thing is to acknowledge sound criticisms, if any, and 
put aside obstinacy.” 

Dividing the human rights debate with the 
West to universal and Islamic sections, the par-
l iamentarian ruled out discussion on Islamic 
redlines. 

“There are two dimensions to the human rights 
debate; one is related to Islam’s laws that is unne-
gotiable and not understandable for them, and the 
second is related to affairs common to all human 
beings that has nothing to do with a certain ideol-
ogy,” he explained. 

The human rights debate has increasingly 
emerged as an important component for the two 
sides to establish stronger ties.  

I ran and the EU sat  together in Brusse ls  on 

November 9 for  the f i r s t  t ime s ince the con-
c lus ion of  the nuclear deal  to exchange ideas 
on human r ights ,  wi th I ran’s  use of  death pen-
al ty  as punishment for  drug traf f ickers  a key 

st ick ing point . 
Earl ier in August 3, Iran’s top judge Ayatollah 

Sadegh Lari jani conditioned human rights talks 
with the EU on any relevant discussion being 
bilateral. 

“It cannot be that only Iran is questioned,” Lari-
jani said during a speech on August 3 on the occa-
sion of Human Rights Day in Iran.

 No worry over EU opening office in Tehran
In his remarks, Motahari also appeared 

open-minded to the EU setting up a representative 
office in Iran, saying this is not a new normal. 

“By the way, the EU’s office in Iran is not limited 
to our country,” he said. 

Motahari’s comments come in stark contrast to 
those by other Iranian officials. 

Mohammad Javad Larijani, head of the Iranian 
High Council for Human Rights, had said the office, 
once established, would be “a nest of corruption.”

Some Friday Prayer leaders also were cynical of 
the initiative, labelling it negatively in their Friday 
sermons. 

Motahari, however, called the descriptions “prej-
udice.” 

“We can’t prejudge before the EU’s office in Teh-
ran opens,” he said, asserting, “A government that 
has a good popular support base shouldn’t be wor-
ried about the opening of such offices.” 

TEHRAN — Ian Biggs, 
Australia’s ambassador 

to Tehran, has said that his country is will-
ing to cooperate with Iran to discuss ways 
to defeat Daesh.

In an interview with ISNA published on 
Saturday, Biggs said security and military 
forces of Iran and Australia are in direct 
contact to help restore stability in the 
Middle East region.

He further noted that the two coun-
tries agree that the current situation in 
the Middle East would not benefit the 
world.

The Australian diplomat voiced his 
country’s readiness to take required steps 
to maintain security and stability in the 

region, adding that both sides can avoid 
any misunderstanding through close in-
teraction.

On trade ties between Australia 
and the Islamic Republic, he said three 
memoranda of understandings (MOUs) 
have been signed with the aim of ex-
panding cooperation in trade and fi-
nance.

The MOUs were signed during a 
recent visit of Australia’s Minister for 
Trade, Tourism and Investment Ste-
ven Ciobo to Iran. He was accom-
panied by a delegation of Australian 
companies.

Riggs went on to say that Australia is 
determined to boost ties in different sec-

tors.
Private companies and corporations 

are considering new investment oppor-
tunities in Iran, he said.

He also underlined his country’s 
willingness to increase direct flights 
between Tehran and Canberra, saying 
negotiations are underway to achieve 
this end.

Since the nuclear-related economic 
sanctions on Iran were lifted, foreign 
countries started to show an appetite 
to expand trade ties with the Islamic 
Republic. 

The economic sanctions were lifted af-
ter the nuclear deal, known as the JCPOA, 
went into effect on January 16.

EU criticism of Iran’s human rights condition partially acceptable 

Australia welcomes ties with Iran to defeat Daesh: ambassador 
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TEHRAN — Iran will reciprocate 
any violation of the Joint Com-

prehensive Plan of Action by the U.S., the secretary 
of Expediency Council said in an Instagram mes-
sage on Friday.

Reviewing the JCPOA will be very much harmful 
to U.S. interests, Mohsen Rezaei wrote.

He added Iran plans to correct the wrong 
parts of the JCPOA and therefore it is the U.S. 
that should enter into challenge with other coun-
tries in this regard.

Iran to reciprocate 
any violation of 
JCPOA: Rezaee
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TEHRAN — The head of the 
Iranian Majlis National Security 

and Foreign Policy Committee has said U.S. Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump is duty bound to imple-
ment the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the 
official name for the nuclear deal.

“The JCPOA is an international agreement,” 
Alaeddin Boroujerdi said on Saturday, ICANA re-
ported.

However, he added, “As the Supreme Leader 
said, if they tear the deal, we will burn it.”

Trump duty bound 
to implement 
JCPOA: Boroujerdi
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Iran deplores 
attack on German 
consulate in 
Afghanistan

TEHRAN — The Iranian Foreign 
Ministry on Thursday denounced 

a terrorist attack on Germany’s consulate in Afghani-
stan, saying the international community must make 
comprehensive efforts to seriously fight terrorism.

“Such a vicious conduct emphasizes the ne-
cessity of an international consensus and all-out 
efforts by all governments, nations and vigilant 
consciences in the human society to rigorously 
and relentlessly fight this ghastly tragedy,” min-
istry spokesman Bahram Qassemi said on Friday, 
Press TV reported.
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Rouhani says Iran seeking 
close ties with EU states 

TEHRAN — The Russian Ambassador to 
Tehran, Levan Dzhagaryan, says Iran must 

acquire permissions in order to purchase fighter jets from Russia.
Speaking to the Tehran Times on the sidelines of the 

22nd international press exhibition in Tehran on Thursday, 
Dzhagaryan said Russia adheres to the restrictions set out 
by the UN Security Council.  Earlier this year, Iran held ne-
gotiations with Russia over the purchase of Sukhoi Su-30SM 
multi-role fighter jets as the two sides expand defense ties.

In April, the U.S. Department of State Undersecretary for 
Political Affairs Thomas Shannon said that under the Reso-
lution 2231, such weapon deliveries require the permission 
of the Security Council.

Answering a question regarding the fighter jets sales, 
Dzhagaryan said, “As you know, after the JCPOA was 
signed, the United Nations Security Council adopted Res-
olution 2231, setting out the restrictions.”

“Nevertheless, we are ready to cooperate with Iran on 
this sensitive issue, but only under permitted areas,” he 
added.

Iran and the 5+1 group – the U.S, Britain, France, China 
and Russia plus Germany – signed a nuclear deal, known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), in July 
2015. The JCPOA went into effect in January 2016, limiting 
Iran’s nuclear program in exchange for removal of interna-
tional sanctions imposed on the country.

Iran needs permission to purchase 
fighter jets: Russian diplomat
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TEHRAN — Iranian 
Majlis Speaker Ali 

Larijani said on Saturday that it is dif-
ficult to analyze developments in the 
Middle East region politically.

“Today, we are facing various wills and 
actors… which have made political analysis 
of the regional developments difficult,” he 
said during a ceremony held to unveil the 
Tehran Foreign Policy Studies Quarterly.

“(For example) we have been 
facing the phenomenon of terror-
ism during the past three decades 
which started in Afghanistan and 
then spread. Essential studies should 
be carried out in this respect and it 
should be explained whether their 
strategies have changed during the 
years and that the basis of their ide-
ologies be revealed,” he stated.

Regional developments are not 
“short term issues”, so they should be 
analyzed fully, Larijani added.

“Even electoral developments in 
many countries are influenced by 
economic, social and cultural devel-
opments. It is essential to study roots 
of the developments more precisely 
due to complications,” the parliament 
speaker remarked.

‘Political analysis of regional developments is difficult’

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) of 
investment and construction of Milad Phase 
2 project was inked with the cooperation of 
Korean company G foundation and coordination 
and planning of Economic and Investment 
Development Headquarters in the presence of Mr. 
Ne’matollah Torki Head of Tehran Province Plan 
and Budget Organization. Following the signing 
and sealing this MOU, Korean firms will construct 
the most modern trade and administrative towers 
and also hotel in Iran according to world’s up-
to-date technology in cooperation with Iranian 
contracting companies. Milad’s Phase 2 towers 

has been designed by Ms. Zaha Hadid which is 
considered as one of the leading and outstanding 
construction projects in world. It should be noted 
that Milad Phase 2 Project will be constructed 
beside Tehran Milad Tower. Dr Ho joon Gi Chairman 
of G Foundation told to the reporters and the 
press that Korean Companies have got strong will 
to operate in Islamic Republic Of Iran and the G 
Foundation with the help of its experiences and 
capable staff will execute the second phase of 
Milad with the highest international standards and 
the most updated global technologies.

In the Name of God

f f

Motahari calls for a flexible 
stance toward criticisms levelled 

by the EU at the condition of 
human rights in Iran. 

President Rouhani meets Hungarian Parliament speaker Laszlo Kover on Saturday in Tehran.

China’s defense 
minister due 
in Iran

TEHRAN — The minister of nation-
al defense of the People’s Republic 

of China is scheduled to head for Tehran on Sunday.
Chang Wanquan is visiting the Iranian capital at 

the official invitation of Iran’s Defense Minister Brig-
adier General Hossein Dehqan, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency reported on Saturday.

During his three-day stay in Iran, the Chinese 
minister is scheduled to meet General Dehghan 
and other Iranian high-ranking political officials to 
discuss bilateral, regional and international issues.
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TEHRAN — President Hassan 
Rouhani will be arriving in the 

southern province of Khuzestan today to inaugu-
rate some economic projects, making it the second 
trip to the province during his presidential term. 

Among these projects are the Persian Gulf Oil 
Extraction Factory and some water supply projects. 

President 
Rouhani visits 
Khuzestan
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Brother of Saudi king dies
Prince Turki bin Abdel Aziz, a brother of Saudi Arabia's king, 
has died, a statement from the palace published on the offi-
cial news agency SPA said early on Saturday.

Prince Turki -- who was born in 1934, according to his 
official biography -- was a son of the kingdom's founder, King 
Abdul Aziz bin Saud, and a member of a formidable bloc 
of brothers known as the Sudairi seven, after their mother 
Hassa bin Ahmed al-Sudairi.

The bloc also included King Fahd and Princes Sultan and 
Nayef, all now dead, as well as Saudi Arabia's King Salman.

Prince Turki, who was deputy minister of defense from 
1968 to 1978, was to be buried later on Saturday.

King Salman is to receive condolences for three days from 
Saturday evening, the palace said. (Source: Daily Star)

Afghan parliament sacks 3 
ministers including that of 
foreign affairs
The Afghan parliament sacked the minister of foreign affairs 
and two of his cabinet colleagues on Saturday citing poor 
performance, in a sweeping move that underlined the fragil-
ity of President Ashraf Ghani's struggling government.

Foreign Minister Salahuddin Rabbani, Public Works Min-
ister Mahmood Baligh and Social Services Minister Nasreen 
Oryakhel all failed to win confidence votes in parliament and 
were declared to have been dismissed by the speaker.

All three were dismissed for their performance and failure 
to spend all allocated budgetary funds on time, in accord-
ance with provisions in the Afghan constitution which gives 
parliament the power to sack ministers. Fourteen other min-
isters are due to face similar confidence votes.

At a time when the Taliban insurgency is threatening security 
across Afghanistan, the move creates further confusion for the 
national unity government which has been mired in infighting 
ever since it was set up following the disputed election of 2014.

Former rivals Ghani and Chief Executive Abdullah Abdul-
lah have presided over an uneasy alliance that also includes 
the volatile vice President General Rashid Dostum and has 
featured regular rows between the main leaders.

Patched together with the United States backing after ac-
cusations of electoral fraud on both sides, the government 
was supposed to have overseen fresh parliamentary elec-
tions and a constitutional grand council to re-establish polit-
ical legitimacy. (Source: AFP)

Dozens killed or wounded 
in blast at Pakistani shrine
An explosion at a Muslim shrine in southwestern Pakistan 
killed or wounded dozens of people, local media reported.

The blast at the remote Shah Noorani shrine, 100 km (62 
miles) north of the port city of Karachi, took place while hun-
dreds of people were inside, according to local television.

Dozens of wounded people were being moved to the 
nearby town of Hub and to Karachi, rescue official Hakeem 
Nasi told Geo TV. (Source: Reuters)

Hundreds of Boko Haram 
fighters surrender in Chad
Hundreds of Boko Haram fighters and their families have sur-
rendered in Chad in the past month, security and the United 
Nations sources said, in a sign the military campaign against 
them is making headway.

Boko Haram, which has killed and kidnapped thousands 
of people, had seized an area approximately the size of Bel-
gium in northeastern Nigeria by last year but has since lost 
significant ground amid growing regional military pressure.

Analyst and security sources think the fighters are prob-
ably recent recruits that Boko Haram has struggled to retain 
as it has ceded territory. Defections of Boko Haram fighters 
have been reported in Nigeria but are not known to have 
previously occurred on such a large scale.

“They surrendered to our troops on the front line in Lake 
Chad,” said Colonel Mohammad Dole, Chief Military Pub-
lic Information Officer for the Multinational Joint Task Force 
(MNJTF) headquartered in Chad's capital N'Djamena.

“The surrenders are taking place because of the firepower 
of our operations. The groups, many of them armed, have 
been arriving since September and their number keeps in-
creasing,” he said.

Some 240 fighters, most of whom are Chadian, are now 
being held in detention along with their families, Dole said.

The MNJTF, with troops from Chad, Niger, Nigeria, Came-
roon and Benin and intelligence, training and logistical support 
from the United States, launched a regional operation in July 
against the group, which has pledged allegiance to the Islamic 
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group.

It has since continued patrols around the waterways of 
Lake Chad - one of the world's poorest regions whose vil-
lages were last year regularly struck by fighters, sometimes 
aboard canoes. (Source: AP)
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Iraqi government forces are advancing 
deeper into the eastern neighborhoods 
of Mosul in their battle to retake the stra-
tegic northern city from the Islamic State 
in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) ter-
rorist group.

Brigadier General Haider Fadhil of 
Iraq's Special Forces said the troopers 
entered Qadisiya neighborhood of the 
ISIL-held city, located some 400 kilom-
eters north of the capital Baghdad, but 
were moving slowly in a bid to prevent 
civilian casualties and avoid being tar-
geted by booby traps and surprise car 
bombs.

The advance came hours after mili-
tary sources, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said elite counter-terrorism 
forces had launched an assault into the 
Arbajiyah neighborhood of eastern Mo-
sul. Heavy fighting is continuing, with 
gunfire echoing in the streets.

There are reports that Iraqi army 
forces are heading toward the nearby 
Karkukli district.

An unnamed army officer also said 
army soldiers are now in control of 90 
percent of east Mosul's Intisar neighbor-
hood, but the narrowness of streets has 
made the movement of battle tanks diffi-
cult and slowed the progress.

Meanwhile, the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) announced on Friday 
that ISIL terrorists have executed dozens 

of civilians in Mosul over the past few 
days.

 ISIL used chemicals in Mosul: 
HRW

Meanwhile, Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) says ISIL terrorists have staged 
chemical attacks in the northern Iraqi city 
of Mosul in the face of advancing Iraqi 
troops who are trying to retake the city.

As ISIL terrorists flee, “they have been 
repeatedly attacking and endangering 
the civilians they left behind, increasing 
concerns for residents of Mosul and oth-
er contested areas,” said Lama Fakih, the 

HRW’s deputy Middle East director.
“ISIL has sought to paint itself as pro-

tector of Sunni Arabs in Iraq, yet it is will-
ing to use chemical weapons on them 
in their own homes,” Fakih said, using an 
English acronym for ISIL.

According to the New York-based or-
ganization, ISIL launched at least three 
chemical attacks on the town of Qay-
yarah south of Mosul in September and 
October after the town came under Iraqi 
control in August.

 War crimes
The attacks inflicted burns on at least 

seven people, which point to the use of 
chemical warfare agents known as “ves-
icants.”

Two of the civilian-populated targets 
attacked by the group have been identi-
fied as a family garden and an area in the 
vicinity of a café.

“ISIL attacks using toxic chemicals 
show a brutal disregard for human life 
and the laws of war,” Fakih said, not-
ing that deployment of such weaponry 
amounted to “war crimes.”

On Friday, United Nations human 
rights spokeswoman Ravina Shamdasani 
said the terrorist group was reportedly 
stockpiling ammonia and sulfur agents in 
Mosul possibly for use as chemical weap-
ons.

ISIL captured Mosul in 2014, when it 
launched its terrorist campaign against 
Iraq. It then named the city its so-called 
headquarters.

A large-scale offensive is un-
derway by Iraqi military forces and 
volunteer and Kurdish fighters to 
retake the city, which Prime Minis-
ter Haider al-Abadi has said will be 
liberated by yearend.

On Saturday, Iraqi Kurds said they had 
identified the bodies of 52 ISIL ringlead-
ers in the town of Bashiqa near Mosul. 
Iraq’s al-Sumariah TV said they were 
among 100 ISIL elements killed in the 
battle of Bashiqa on Monday.

(Source: agencies)

Iraqi forces push deeper into Mosul areas
ISIL used chemicals in Mosul: HRW

South Korean President Park Geun-hye 
faced mounting pressure to step down 
on Saturday as hundreds of thousands 
of demonstrators marched in the capital 
to protest allegations that she let a friend 
meddle in state affairs.

Saturday's rally in downtown Seoul 
was the largest so far in a crisis engulf-
ing Park, 64, and organizers said some 
850,000 people packed streets running 
through the city center including a 12-
lane thoroughfare. Police estimated the 
crowd at 260,000.

Students, families including young 
couples pushing strollers and protesters 
in wheelchairs were among the crowd 
during the peaceful march, which con-
trasted with the violence of some previ-
ous rallies dominated by militant unions 
and civic groups that clashed with police.

It was the third weekend protest rally 
since Park's first public apology on Oct. 
25 when she admitted she had sought 
the advice of her friend, Choi Soon-sil.

Park's acknowledgement only served 
to fuel public anger and suspicion over 
the secret confidant, who apparently held 
no official government position.

Another apology by Park and an offer 
to work with the parliamentary opposi-
tion to form a new cabinet and relinquish 
some power also failed to quell the crisis, 
prompting opponents to say she did not 

grasp its severity.
Park has dismissed some of her most 

senior and closest advisers, and former 
aides have been arrested on charges of 
abuse of power. Choi, the friend who is 
believed to have been acquainted with 
the president since the 1970s, has been 
charged with abuse of power and fraud.

Members of main opposition parties 

joined Saturday's rally, suggesting there 
is growing support in parliament for ac-
tion to remove her from power, although 
there was no formal move yet to launch 
impeachment proceedings.

No South Korean president has ever 
failed to finish their five-year term.

Park's approval rating has dropped to 
5 percent for a second week, according 
to a poll conducted by Gallup Korea and 
released on Friday, the lowest number for 
a South Korean president since such poll-
ing began under democratically elected 
leaders in 1988.

Gallup Korea, based in Seoul, is not af-
filiated with the United States-based Gal-
lup, Inc, the American firm said.

Park is the daughter of Park Chung-
hee who took power in a 1961 military 
coup and ruled until he was assassinated 
by his disgruntled spy chief in 1979, five 
years after his wife was shot dead in the 
head by a killer who meant to shoot him.

(Source: Reuters)

S. Korea's Park faces resignation calls at huge protest rally

The Russian Defense Ministry said on Saturday that it 
would need the United Nations mission in Syria to for-
mally confirm its ability to deliver aid to eastern Aleppo 
before Moscow agreed to any new humanitarian pauses 
in fighting in the shattered Syrian city.

Moscow says previous temporary ceasefires on the 
ground, called to allow aid deliveries and the evacuation 
of the wounded and civilians, have come to nothing be-
cause rebels have opened fire on anyone trying to come 
in or out, Reuters reported.

Rebels contest that and say it is the Syrian army and 
its allies who have sabotaged the humanitarian pauses.

“The Russian Defense Ministry will be ready to con-
sider introducing new 'humanitarian pauses' at any time 
as soon as representatives of the UN mission in Syria 
officially confirm their readiness and possibility to de-
liver humanitarian aid to eastern Aleppo and to evac-
uate wounded and sick civilians,” Major-General Igor 
Konashenkov said in a statement.

The occasional humanitarian pauses on the ground 
are distinct from a unilateral moratorium on Russian air 
strikes on rebel targets inside Aleppo, which remains in 
place for now.

 Warship flotilla
Meanwhile, a flotilla of Russian warships is now in the 

eastern Mediterranean off the Syrian coast after being 
sent to reinforce Russia's military in the area, a naval 
commander said on state television.

The commander of Russia's flagship Admiral 
Kuznetsov aircraft carrier Sergei Artamonov said via 
videolink that the ships are now in the “designated 
zone... in the eastern Mediterranean” and “are now 
jointly carrying out tasks, maneuvering to the west of 
the Syrian coast”.

The battle group has traveled to Syria from the North 
Sea through the English Channel in the biggest such naval 
deployment in recent years as part of Russia's military inter-
vention in Syria, AFP reported.

Russia has been flying a bombing campaign in Syria 
for the past year in support of President Bashar al-As-
sad and has deployed a naval contingent to back up its 

operation.
The naval task force has been monitored closely by 

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization), whose chief 
Jens Stoltenberg voiced concern the ships would be 
used to support the Russian military operation in Syria 
and “increase human and civilian suffering.”

The ship's commander was speaking to a presenter 
on Russia-1 television from inside the defense ministry 
for a news show that will air this evening in Moscow.

He confirmed that aircraft are already taking off from 
the ship's deck to view the conflict zone.

“Flights are being carried out from the deck... they are 
working on coordination with the shore port,” he said.

“The flights have been going on practically every day for 
the last four days,” he added.

Russia's Interfax news agency had cited a Russian mil-
itary and diplomatic source as saying that Russian MiG 
and Sukhoi jets have been regularly flying into Syrian 
airspace from the Kuznetsov to “determine combat mis-
sions.”

The Russian television channel also spoke to the com-
mander of the Pyotr Veliky nuclear-powered battle cruis-
er, which is part of the same flotilla.

Asked whether foreign aircraft were flying over the 
ships, the commander, Vladislav Malakhovsky, said “they 
are afraid to come closer than 50 kilometers away, realiz-
ing very well how powerful the nuclear cruiser is.”

(Source: agencies)

Moscow says will need UN guarantee for new Aleppo humanitarian pauses
Russian warship flotilla now off Syrian coast: military
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 Will he stay committed to the JCPOA?

A: Trump has said that he rejects the JCPOA, but 
he would not be able to cancel it fully because the 
United States was not the only signatory. 

 What’s your prediction of U.S. policy toward 
Saudi Arabia under Trump?

A: Mr. Trump has not said anything about Saudi Ara-
bia. His foreign policy plans are very unclear. We will 
have to wait for some time before his policies are clear.  

 Trump initially claimed he would tear apart the 
JCPOA but later toned down his rhetoric by saying 
he would renegotiate it. So what do you think of 
him?

A: First, there is no evidence that Iran ever had 

a nuclear weapons program. However, there is 
widespread belief in the United States that such 
a program exists. For this reason, Mr. Trump must 
be very careful not to do anything that would re-
sult in a resumption of any part of Iran's nuclear 
activities that could be seen as moving toward 
nuclear weapons. Here perception is the most im-
portant political factor. Remember, Russia sup-
ported the JCPOA. This is very important. 

 Generally, how do you evaluate Trump's ap-

proach towards Iran?
A: Trump's policy toward Iran is not well-formed 

at present. Aside from his very ignorant view of the 
JCPOA, which he does not understand at all, but still 
opposes, his view of Iran is negative. This negative 
position is going to be modified, however, if his re-
lations and consequently U.S. relations with Russia 
improve. Here Russia can be an important advocate 
for better relations with Iran as part of a range of 
comprehensive set of agreements with the United 
States. At present Russia is the only mutual friend 
between Trump and Iran. So I hope that to the ex-
tent that Iran is friendly with Putin, they will play 
this connection strongly to mitigate the potential 
negative effects of the Trump presidency.

Trump can’t ‘cancel’ nuclear deal: Minnesota professor

“Trump is personally very weak in 
his knowledge about the Middle 

East.”
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Iran’s exports of aquatics 
up 42% in 6 months

Gazprom and Iran may discuss increasing 
volume of gas supplies to Armenia by IRI
YEREVAN (Armenpress) — The issue 
of increasing the volume of gas supplies 
to Armenia by the Islamic Republic of Iran 
may be referred to during the talks be-
tween Iran and “Gazprom” to be held in 
Moscow, “Armenpress” reports Kommer-
sant’s source informed. 

The talks will be held between Deputy 
Chairman of Gazprom’s Management 
Committee Vitaly Markelov and Iran’s 
Deputy Oil Minister for International Af-
fairs Amir-Hossein Zamani-Nia.

According to Kommersant, the talks 
will be held in the context of French “Total” 
company’s return to the Iranian market. 

Iran intends to bring “Gazprom” into its 
market as well. 

“The talks may also address the issue 
of increasing the volume of Iranian gas 
supplies to Armenia, the pipeline infra-
structure of which is managed by the Rus-
sian company. 

At the moment “Gazprom” conducts 
gas supplies to Armenia through Georgia, 
the transit agreement with which termi-
nates at the end of the year. Negotiations 
with Iran may reinforce the positions of 
“Gazprom” and exert pressure on Georgia 
for reducing the transit fees”, the newspa-
per wrote.  

TEHRAN — As the 
General Secretary of 

the Union of Iranian Aquatics Export-
ers Ali-Akbar Khodaie told IRIB on Sat-
urday, the value of Islamic Republic’s 
exports of aquatic products witnessed 
a 42 percent increase during the first 
half of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 20-September 21).

The country exported 39,000 tons 
of aquatics at the value of $110 million 
in the six-month period, said.

Iran reportedly plans to export 
$380 million of fishes by the end of 
the current Iranian calendar year 

(March 20, 2017), Head of Fishery Or-
ganization Hassan Salehi said in late 
September.

Reports Thursday floated Jamie Dimon’s name as 
a potential Secretary of the Treasury under President-
elect Donald J. Trump, but the JPMorgan CEO and his 
Wall Street peers are already seeing a big post-elec-
tion boost. FORBES calculates that the rally in bank 
stocks since Election Day has increased the value of 
stock and options held by six big bank CEOs by a col-
lective $159 million.

Dimon has gotten the biggest windfall as his hold-
ings rose $69.8 million dollars since Trump defeated 
Clinton by winning the electoral college vote. Behind 
Dimon is Goldman Sachs CEO Lloyd Blankfein, who’s 
stock and options have risen $63.9 million since Tues-
day as the investment bank’s shares surged 10% in 
under three trading days. 

Given the widespread global volatility in the wake 
of Donald Trump’s shock U.S. election win, a local 
currency intervention would have had little impact, 
Mexico’s Finance Minster Jose Antonio Meade said on 
Friday.

Mexico declined to intervene to stem a dramatic 
peso collapse the morning after Trump’s win, a move 
analysts had expected, and said it plans to stick to the 
current timetable when the central bank will meet on 
Nov. 17 to decide on whether to move rates.

Meade said the government was ready, alongside 
the central bank, to implement any necessary meas-
ures.

China is greatly concerned about the Euro-
pean Union’s protectionist measures against 
Chinese steel products, the commerce ministry 
said on Saturday.

“The Chinese side has expressed great con-
cerns and worries about the EU’s trade protec-
tionist tendency over steel,” the ministry said in a 
statement on its website.

The ministry was responding to the EU’s lat-
est decision to take temporary anti-dumping 
measures against imports of Chinese seamless 
steel pipes, based on preliminary investigations, 
it said.
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Wall Street’s big six 
CEOs have made 
$159m in Trump-
fueled bank rally

There was no point in 
local intervention due 
to global volatility: 
Mexican fin. min.

China says 
concerned about EU 
protectionism on 
steel imports

TEHRAN — National 
Iranian Tanker Company 

(NITC) is determined for a strong return to 
the European markets and also adding 
new countries to the list of its customers 
while it is preparing its fleet to achieve this 
goal, Sirous Kianersi, the managing direc-
tor of company, told IRNA on Saturday.

The official also announced about his 
company’s determination to enter lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) markets through 
cooperation with some international com-
panies.

He said, “While LNG tankers have been 
added to our fleet, the number of these 
tankers is few and we should increase it.”

NITC has prepared a five-year develop-
ment plan based on which its fleet of tank-
ers should be improved and renovated for 
strengthening its presence in the interna-

tional markets, the managing director of 
company further noted.

He put the number of NITC’s fleet at 69 
tankers with the total capacity of 15.5 mil-
lion tons at present.

Referring to the issue of bunkering, 
Kianersi said active presence in this field 
is being followed up, adding, “Given that 
NITC and Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping 
Lines (IRISL) enjoy some large fleets of ves-
sels, proper ground is prepared for their 
activity in this area.”

NITC, which operates the largest tanker 
fleet in the Middle East and has the world’s 
largest fleet of super tankers, transports 
Iranian crude and also acts as an inde-
pendent entity in contracts with foreign 
concerns for crude oil transportation 
based on prevailing international freight 
rates.

NITC determined for strong 
return to global marketsECONOMY
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South Pars platform 20 
installed on offshore spot

TEHRAN — Platform 20 of Iran’s South 
Pars gas field (in the Persian Gulf ), which 

had been loaded at Khorramshahr industrial yard on October 
17, was installed on its designated offshore spot on Saturday, 
Shana news agency reported.

The 2,600-ton instructor is scheduled to go operational by 
the end of Iranian calendar month of Dey (January 19) adding 
one billion cubic feet (about 28.3 million cubic meters) of gas 
per day to the capacity of South Pars.

Platform 21, the first platform of South Pars phases 20 and 
21 of development, was installed on July 29 and will start op-
eration by the end of current Iranian calendar month (No-
vember 20).

Putting platforms 20 and 21 into operation will add two 
billion cubic feet (about 57 million cubic meters) of gas per 
day to the output of South Pars, according to Alireza Ebadi, 
the operator of South Pars phases 20 and 21.

South Pars gas field, which Iran shares with Qatar, is es-
timated to contain a significant amount of natural gas, ac-
counting for about eight percent of the world’s reserves, and 
approximately 18 billion barrels of condensate.

The field is divided into 24 standard phases, of which phas-
es 1-10, 12, 15 and 16 are fully operational. Each standard 
phase is projected to produce 50 million cubic meters of gas 
per day. Phases 17 and 18 as well as 19 are operating at half 
capacity.

Iran iron ore exports 
shoot up 54% in H1
Iranian iron ore exports shot up by 54 percent year-on-year to 
8.46 million metric tons during the first half of the Iranian year, 
to September 21, despite the Iranian government’s policy to 
halt exports of raw materials.

Iranian iron ore pellet imports declined sharply by 93 per-
cent year-on-year to 65,000 metric tons during the first six 
months of the Iranian year and Iranian steel industry imported 
98,400 metric tons of metallurgical coal in the same period, 
down about 76 percent year-on-year.

Met coal imports are not expected to rise because the gov-
ernment has imposed a 15 percent import duty and imports 
are restricted to support domestic mines.

Iran’s iron ore output and export volumes have slumped 
over the past two years because global prices have dropped 
sharply.                                                 (Source: Scrap Register)

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Resources of Pakistan is seeking the 
green light from the Economic Coordi-
nation Committee (ECC) for resuming 
stalled negotiations with Iran on laying 
a gas pipeline between the two coun-
tries.

The ministry will look for a further 
reduction in the gas import price and 
extension in the project completion date 
as international sanctions on Iran have 
been lifted.

“The Finance Division, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Planning 
have already endorsed the proposal of 
kicking off negotiations on the Iran-Pa-
kistan (IP) gas pipeline in order to review 
the gas price,” said a senior government 
official.

As an alternative to the IP pipeline, 
the Executive Committee of National 
Economic Council (Ecnec) has approved 
the $2-billion Gwadar liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) pipeline project, which will 

be executed by China Petroleum Pipe-
line Bureau, a Chinese company, under 
a government-to-government arrange-
ment.

Later, a part of this pipeline cover-
ing 80 kilometers will be stretched from 
Gwadar to the Iranian border to connect 
to the IP pipeline.

“We are working with China Petro-
leum Pipeline Bureau on the Gwadar 
LNG pipeline and it is willing to connect 
remaining portion of the pipeline from 
Gwadar to the Iranian border,” Mobin 
Saulat, Managing Director of Inter State 
Gas Systems (ISGS), told The Express 
Tribune.

The company would also work as 
an engineering, procurement and con-
struction (EPC) contractor on an LNG 
terminal at Gwadar, he said. Earlier, it 
had expressed the desire to work on the 
build-and-operate model.

He noted that Pakistan was facing 
gas shortage and the LNG terminal and 

pipeline would help ensure energy secu-
rity in the country.

“The project will increase employ-
ment opportunities as thousands of jobs 
will be created in Balochistan and Sindh,” 
said the managing director of ISGS, a 
state-owned company that mainly works 
on gas import projects. “The project will 
play an important role in boosting eco-
nomic activities in Balochistan.”

Earlier, a meeting was held between 
the petroleum ministers of Iran and Pa-
kistan on March 27, 2016 during the visit 
of Iran President Hassan Rouhani to Is-
lamabad.

Both the ministers discussed the 
way forward and agreed to resume the 
stalled negotiations on the IP gas pipe-
line including extension in the project 
time frame and a review of the import 
price.

It was also decided that a delegation 
from Pakistan would visit Iran shortly 
to discuss amendments to the pipeline 

project deal. Iran extended an invitation, 
suggesting the delegation could come in 
early May 2016 or any other convenient 
date.

According to the original gas sale and 
purchase agreement, the first gas flow 
through the $7-billion IP pipeline was 
to start from January 1, 2015. However, 
the project could not be completed, 
prompting Pakistan to propose exten-
sion in the time frame.

Pakistan shared with Iran draft 
amendments to the sale and purchase 
agreement. Iran also suggested some 
amendments, but did not share a formal 
draft.

On the ECC’s recommendation, the 
cabinet had approved the gas sale and 
purchase agreement on April 8, 2009. 
Now, the petroleum ministry is asking 
the ECC to allow ISGS to start fresh talks 
with National Iranian Oil Company on 
amendments to the agreement.

(Source: The Express Tribune) 

MOSCOW (TASS) — Tehran is in talks 
with Russian companies on petroleum 
swap deals, Iran’s deputy oil minister for in-
ternational affairs Amir-Hossein Zamaninia 
said Thursday.

“Yes, we are,” he said when asked wheth-
er the country is in talks with the Russian 
Federation on swap deals.

According to deputy minister, initially 
the deals may total 150,000 barrels per day 
to be increased to 500,000 barrels per day 
“within a short period of time.”

Zamaninia also said that Tehran had 
previously discussed swap deals with Ros-
neft but failed to reach “progress in the 
talks,” though the consultations are still 
underway.

In mid-August, it was reported that Iran 

was ready to resume oil trade under swap 
deals with its northern neighbors via the 
North Oil Terminal in Neka.

Petroleum swap deals allow Iran to 
turn around its oil supplies to refineries 
in the country’s north as the majority of 
its oil fields are located in the south Teh-
ran is planning to make heads of agree-
ments with Russian companies Lukoil, 
Gazprom, Gazprom Neft, Zarubezhneft 
and Tatneft in the second half of Decem-
ber, Zamaninia pointed out. 

“Lukoil, Gazprom, Rosneft, Gazprom 
Neft, Zarubezhneft and Tatneft - all have 
made preliminary agreements with Iranian 
companies. All these (Russian) companies 
need to do their homework and then get 
the ball rolling on sealing the agreements 

in the second half of December. Preliminary 
discussion are already over,” he said.

 Moscow-Tehran oil contracts 
Moscow and Tehran are in talks over 

a potential exclusive presentation of Iran’s 
oil and gas contracts for Russian compa-
nies, Russia’s Deputy Energy Minister Kirill 
Molodtsov said Thursday, adding that the 
two specialized ministers have reached this 
agreement and currently the place and 
date are being discussed.

“We expect the agreements reached by 
heads of two ministries - of energy (of the 
Russian Federation - TASS) and Iran’s Petro-
leum Ministry - about a potential exclusive 
presentation of the current conditions and 
contracts, under which the Islamic Republic 
of Iran is planning to attract foreign com-

panies and foreign investments in the pro-
jects on its soil, to be presented to Russian 
companies. Respective notes and respec-
tive documents have been sent and we’re 
expecting a response from the Iranian side 
about the date and location,” he said.  

Rosneft, Gazprom, Lukoil, Gazprom 
Neft, Zarubezhneft and Tatneft have made 
up a list of Iranian fields they are interested 
in:

“Almost all companies that I mentioned 
today, I only omitted mention of Tatneft, all 
have particular interests,” the official noted.

Iran and Gazprom will discuss the par-
ticipation of Russia’s top gas producer in 
Iranian projects on Friday, Iran’s deputy oil 
minister for international affairs Amir-Hos-
sein Zamaninia announced.

Pakistan seeks to hold fresh price talks with Iran on IP pipeline 

Tehran in talks with Russian companies on petroleum swap deals

Iran tells OPEC it raised 
supply by most since 
sanctions
 1 

OPEC’s monthly report contains two sets of production data: 
one submitted by individual members, known as “direct com-
munication,” and another compiled from external sources such 
as news agencies and intergovernmental institutions, referred to 
as “secondary sources.”

Iraq, Iran and Venezuela have said these externally compiled 
numbers, which will be used when allocating production cuts, 
underestimate their output, and that their own government data 
should be used instead.

Iran’s reported production increase of 210,000 barrels in Oc-
tober exceeds the combined gains of the previous five months, 
OPEC’s data show. Secondary sources showed a more modest 
addition of 27,500 barrels a day for October.     (Source: Reuters)

Total chief executive makes 
his boldest move
This week Patrick Pouyanné’s, the chief executive of Total,  made 
arguably his boldest move yet, making Total the first western oil 
major to agree a return to Iran since the Islamic republic reached 
an accord last year with major powers to limit its nuclear pro-
gram.

Total’s deal to expand Iran’s vast South Pars gasfield alongside 
China’s CNPC was signed in Tehran on the same day that U.S. 
voters went to the polls and elected as their next president Don-
ald Trump, who has suggested he would dismantle or at least 
restructure the nuclear agreement. 

Whether or not Mr. Trump follows through on his statements, 
Iran is still subject to U.S. sanctions, and this has made interna-
tional banks wary of the country, so Total is financing its initial 
$1 billion investment in South Pars from its cash reserves. Mr. 
Pouyanné told the Financial Times this week that Total’s agree-
ment with Tehran would be “internationally compliant”, adding 
the commercial terms were “attractive”.

Furthermore, the Iran transaction is evidence of a new focus 
on strategic expansion deals by Mr. Pouyanné, who took over 
at Total in 2014 following the death of the then chief execu-
tive Christophe de Margerie in a plane crash.

(Source: Financial Times)
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By Patrisse Cullors

The increasing unity of Iraqi com-
munities has defied predictions 
of the sectarian destruction of 

the country.
Iraqi Security Forces are embarking on 

a final and decisive campaign against ISIL 
to liberate Mosul, an ancient city that has 
endured more than two years of brutal 
terrorist occupation. This dark chapter will 
soon be another episode in the province’s 
3,000 year history.

The coming victory will represent a crush-
ing blow to the terrorists’ dream of state-
hood, and will deter those who seek to join a 
collapsing organization. The criminal terror-
ist gang we call ISIL gained strength in 2014 
from a seemingly unstoppable expansion. 
This image of invincibility is now in ruins.

The battle will see a diverse coalition of 
Iraqi forces. From the eastern axis of ad-
vance, a joint force of the Iraqi Army’s 9th 
Armored Division, Counter-Terrorism Ser-
vices and Kurdish Peshmerga are moving 
from Khaza and Bashiqa, while the Iraqi 
Army’s 15th Division is moving from the 
south. Meanwhile, Iraqi Security Forces are 
protecting the vital Mosul Dam. In the de-
sert to the west of the city, ISIL can be easily 
spotted from the air, and cannot escape.

South of the city, Iraqi Security Forces 
supported by Sunni tribal fighters, Christian 
volunteers and the Popular Mobilization 
Forces (PMF) are securing ground to en-
sure ISIL cannot attack rear areas. The lat-
ter group are volunteers who have publicly 
pledged that the “bells of Mosul’s churches 
will ring again.” On 21 October in the Chris-
tian town of Bartella, this pledge came true. 
The PMF are now cutting off ISIL at Tal Afar.

 Unity of Iraq’s communities
The increasing unity of Iraq’s communi-

ties has defied predictions of the sectarian 
destruction of Iraq. There are now thou-
sands of Sunni fighters on the front lines, 
with Christians, Yazidis, Turkmen and others. 
Iraq is moving beyond its troubled history.

In this effort, the UK has been particu-
larly respectful of Iraqi sovereignty. From 
the start, we have maintained that Iraq 
must win the battle on the ground alone. 
Our allies have been overwhelmingly sup-
portive of this aim, helping to build regional 
cooperation in maintaining the fight against 
ISIL. We hope that the kind of international 
cooperation happening in Iraq will provide 
the basis for the campaign to continue in 
Raqqa, to ensure that ISIL will not cross the 
border into Iraq again.

During months of preparation for the 
Mosul battle, every nation and force on the 
ground was given an agreed and carefully 
designated role coordinated with Baghdad, 
and we hope this coordination continues.

A united effort is vital because the threat 
is a common one. ISIL has reminded us of 
this in murderous attacks from Paris to An-
kara, Orlando and beyond. In Iraq, violence 
targeting people of all ethnic and religious 

backgrounds has increased the sense of 
unity among Iraq’s communities. While we 
long for this suffering to end, we also un-
derstand that in the wider world, ISIL rep-
resents an ideological disease which will 
require a unified international response.

Outside Mosul, a major effort is under-
way to provide for the many civilians who 
will be displaced by the fighting. The Iraqi 
government expect this figure to be be-
tween 700,000 and one million refugees. 
Since 2014, the Iraqi government has as-
sisted the mounting number of people dis-
placed by violence, a difficult situation fol-
lowing the more than 50 per cent decline in 
oil prices since 2014.

Despite these difficulties, the Iraqi gov-
ernment has begun restoring services to 
cities such as Ramadi, while in Tikrit markets 
are once again busy following liberation. 
Unfortunately, the scale of the offensive in 
Mosul means we will need sustained inter-

national support. This must take the form of 
a long-term plan for social and economic 
assistance in the aftermath of this war, to 
help stabilize the wider region.

 A multi-phase plan
To this end, the Iraqi government has a 

multi-phase plan to resettle internally dis-
placed people (IDPs). For each phase of this 
plan, the Prime Minister’s Office will lead a 
high-level committee who will see opera-
tions through to a final reconciliation phase. 

The first committee will be responsible 
for demining Mosul and clearing unex-
ploded bombs, working with the Ministry of 
Environment. Working in parallel, a second 
committee will oversee the restoration of 
basic services while a third committee will 
work on restoring the capability of local po-
lice forces, ensuring security for returnees. 
Lastly, larger reconstruction projects will be 
overseen by the High Committee for the 
Relief of Displaces Persons. The governor 
of Mosul will head a crisis cell, coordinating 
reconciliation efforts for longer-term peace.

Here, the UK has proved a reliable ally, 
donating £40m towards humanitarian aid 
for the Mosul offensive, a part of more 
than £150m overall assistance from the UK 
since June 2014, and $2.1bn pledged at 
the 24-nation donor conference for Iraq in 
Washington in July. Unfortunately, the chal-
lenge in Mosul is so great that the UN may 
be 50 per cent short of the funds required 
to construct enough refugee camps.

Even considering these many challeng-
es, we are confident that civilians will be re-
settled, and that Iraq will move beyond this 
tragic era. Iraq is an ancient nation, from the 
first known writing of the Sumerians more 
than 5,000 years ago to the pioneering 
study of algebra and medicine in 9th cen-
tury Baghdad.

Soon the attempts by ISIL to erase this 
history will have failed completely. We are 
confident that our people’s strong endur-
ance after this period will lead to a better 
future, for all of Iraq’s communities.

(Source: Independent)

In Iraq, violence targeting people of all 
ethnic and religious backgrounds has 
increased the sense of unity among 

Iraq’s communities.

A dark chapter in Mosul’s history will soon 
be over – and Iraq is becoming united again 

Trump’s election means 
more police brutality 
towards black people 

As a co-founder of the Black Lives Matter movement, I have 
seen the way our communities have been terrorized. It 
may get worse – but we refuse to be silenced.Donald 

Trump has won the presidency. But did he win the nation’s heart?
We must believe that he did. And, for now, it appears that 

his form of white nationalism has won too. That is terrifying 
but also liberating.

Black people have been 
calling for an end to terror in 
our communities. Trump was 
endorsed by the Fraternal 
Order of Police (FOP), one 
of the largest police unions 
in the country, with a his-
tory of defending violence 
and racism. It’s the FOP that 
has largely been unwilling to 
reprimand officers who’ve 
killed black people. Under 
Trump, black lives will be-
come even more vulnerable 
to state violence.White peo-

ple who voted for Trump decided to invest in a president who 
underwrites white supremacy in the guise of populism. The 
horrifying murders of unarmed black people, the xenopho-
bic atmosphere immigrant communities live in, and the con-
tinuing violence Native Americans have endured all contrast 
harshly with white people who organized their communities 
in order to promote racism and xenophobia. They voted for 
a more dangerous United States.

My first reaction to Trump being elected was a visceral 
one. I cried for black people in general, but more particularly 
for those of us at the margins who have been struggling and 
who have never received enough support. Those who have 
never had a social safety net. Those whose existence strikes 
fear into the hearts of working-class whites, who picked a 
narcissistic billionaire to fight their battles.

What tools do we need to shift the balance of power in 
our country back towards justice? How can we build net-
works and solidarities?

One way is to listen and feel our fear, sadness and righteous 
anger. A racist and misogynist should not be a president in 21st-
century America. It’s time to start building real political power. 
Let’s call in those who may have sat this election out because 
corporatism and racism are huge turnoffs. I know there are good 
people out there. Let the sleeping giant awake.                              13

Proudly introduces the First class luxurious 
hotel apartment located in the heart of the city 
Tehran. The newly constructed section has an 

enormous segments of rooms with all the 
amenities, Experience the TAJ MAHAL 

advantage & Hospitality 24/7

Enjoy the authentic North Iranian unique culinary, 
Experience the home made country style  recipes!!

Enjoy the original taste of India !! The professional 
chef prepares the amazing  varieties of  kebabs , 

Tandoori nans, Biryani, veg or non-veg curries and 
the famous Indian desserts.

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL 

TAJ MAHAL INDIAN RESTAURANT

TAJ MAHAL ANNOUNCES ITS SECOND RESTAURANT MAHI – MAHI 
Adress: No.29 South Sheikhbahaei Ave. Mollasadra Ave., Vanak Sq. Tehran – Iran

Http: //www.tajmahalhotel.ir                E-mail: info@tajmahalhotel.ir

Tel: (+9821) 88035444(20)    Fax: (+9821) 88057399     Cellphone: (+98910) 789 52 83  
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By Marjohn Sheikhi 
INTERVIEW

The 70-year-old real estate develop-
er and former reality-TV star, Donald 
Trump, won the U.S. presidency against 

Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton on 
Wednesday after securing more than the 270 
electoral votes needed to win. His election, 
however, came against the backdrop of mass 
media predictions gone wrong, Trump’s earlier 
criticism of the American electoral system, his 
rocky election campaign marred by contro-
versial remarks against minorities, and the fol-
low-up anti-Donald Trump protests in various 
parts of the U.S..  

In an interview with Tehran Times, Joachim 
Hagopian, a columnist at Veterans Today and 
a former US Army officer, believes that the re-
sult of this election was a clear mandate that 
“American voters have had enough of corrupt 
power machine politics” and are “desperate for 
change”. He goes on to note that it would be 
naïve to think that “a unanimously controlled 
Republican presidency as well as both hous-
es of Congress will suddenly bring unity and 
harmony to Washington”, with Trump only ful-
filling his “figurehead role in the dirty business 
of oligarchy”.

He maintains that if “Trump follows through 
on creating new jobs to help build a robust 
national economy, that would be the most 
effective way to heal the wounds caused by 
his checkered past” and disparaging remarks 
against minorities. He further expresses hope 
that Trump will stick to his noninterventionist 
agenda and will not attempt to obliterate Iran’s 
nuclear agreement.

The following is our interview with Ameri-
can political analyst, Joachim Hagopian:

 What is your evaluation of the U.S. 
election results? How come all the pre-
dictions by many media were proven 
wrong?

With a thoroughly corrupt and irreparably 
broken two party system, U.S. elections always 
involve two candidates already selected by the 
ruling elite, although Trump only begrudgingly. 
So it’s always a choice of the lesser evils. In this 
case, Donald Trump from the start was viewed 
by the power elite as the far less favored, less 
desired outsider. The co-opted mainstream 
media was also blatantly pro-Hillary and an-
ti-Trump, shamefully displaying the most bi-
ased, least objective media coverage of any 
presidential election in U.S. history. Hillary was 
the obvious power establishment choice from 
the get-go. The fact that the outsider who nev-
er held public office before actually won is a 
clear indication that American voters have had 
enough of corrupt power machine politics. 
The result of this election was a clear man-
date by the people of America rejecting the 
self-replicating Bush-Clinton-Obama dynasty 
of big government turned fascist totalitarian 
police state where the interests of the people 
are no longer served by its oligarchy govern-
ment. The American people are desperate for 
change, hence the seemingly longshot success 
of an outsider making a big promise to “make 
America great again.” 

Though it may be tempting to proclaim 
the people’s voice has been heard in a free 
American election, that exultation would be 
naïve and misleading. The ruling elite even-
tually came to realize Hillary Clinton with all 
her never-ending scandals is simply damaged 
goods and a growing liability. So the already 
rigged system of counting votes allowed 
Trump a narrow margin of victory. The non-
stop WikiLeaks exposure of Hillary-DNC emails 
forced citizens the world over to recognize 
the rampant U.S. corruption and criminality 
of its rigged political system as undeniable 
and indisputable evidence. The entire world 
now readily sees that American democracy is 
nonexistent, a propaganda lie and sham his-
torically propagated to serve the aggressive 
fascist interests of U.S. Empire imperialism. 
All the media predictions were wrong be-
cause it was scripted that way. Hillary was their 
choice. The giant mega media corporations 
systematically inflated the poll numbers right 
to the end (Reuters had Clinton with a 90% 
chance) and through relentless propaganda 
hype for over a year attempted to convince 
American voters that heavily favored Hillary 
was destined to be our next president, like it or 
not. A recent study of news stories broadcast 
on the three commercial networks ABC, CBS 

and NBC from July through October showed 
91% of the news was negative toward Trump 
while minimizing if not ignoring all the email 
dumps proving Hillary violated espionage laws 
breaching U.S. national security, engaged in 
highly illegal, even treasonous “pay-for-play” 
operations with foreign nationals selling off 
America to the highest bidders. Her tax ex-
empt Clinton Foundation is a get rich rack-
eteering cartel worth $2 billion that after the 
Haiti earthquake scammed the poorest na-
tion and people in the Western Hemisphere. 
Many of us in alternative media got the elec-
tion outcome wrong as well, mainly because 
we realized how one-sided and fixed the 
electronic voting machines are. Then FBI Di-
rector James Comey reopened the Hillary in-
vestigation 11 days prior to election based on 
what was found on the laptop belonging to 
disgraced former New York Congressman An-
thony Weiner, husband of 20-year top Hillary 
aide Huma Abedin. When it was determined 
to contain explosive new evidence that the 
Clintons participated in a pedophile sex ring 
through registered sex offender-billionaire Jef-
frey Epstein’s Lolita Express and Caribbean sex 
island, it was finally over for Hillary. I think it 
was at that point that the globalists made their 
choice to allow Trump to win despite Comey’s 
flip flop [again] “clearing” Hillary just 2 days 
prior to Election Day. So MSM got it wrong be-
cause they always assumed Queen Hillary was 
entitled the presidency and journalists like me 
got it wrong because the criminal system was 
set up to ensure crime bosses steal elections. 
But in my case, I’m glad I was wrong in my 
prediction as under Hillary, nuclear holocaust 
was already a done deal.

 What do you think was the main fac-
tor that diminished Clinton’s chances at 
presidency?

Aside from her half dozen felony crimes, 
pathological lying as a power-hungry socio-
path and 40+ years of nonstop scandals? In 
the end, the ruling elite deemed her damaged 
goods, that’s why she lost their rigged election. 
The globalists controlled this entire political 
debacle throughout. I’d like to say that the will 
of the American people has finally spoken loud 
and clear, and that they are calling for drastic 
change, away from big government politics 
ruled by big business. But the still rigged sys-
tem permitted Trump to win as a way of setting 
him up for failure when the global economy 
implodes not very long from now. Similar to 
Brexit, this election outcome might be viewed 
as a reflection that average everyday citizens 
are fed up being victimized by centralized 
governance that has grossly overstepped its 
constitutional boundaries while morphing into 

oppressive tyranny intentionally polarizing and 
exploiting the West versus East confrontation 
towards World War III. This is the New World 
Order agenda being pushed by the ruling elite 
and a figurehead president by the name of 
Donald or Hillary hardly matters.

 Republicans not only won the White 
House on Election Day, but they also 
maintained their majorities both in the 
House and the Senate. What would a Re-
publican-controlled America mean to the 
country itself and the world?

Always we must realize that the same pow-
er interests control the world whether a Re-
publican president or a Democratic president 
occupies the White House, the case in point 
being the Obama administration as a mere 
extension of the Bush-Cheney administration. 
America’s domestic and foreign policies both 

continued uninterrupted under Obama be-
cause the same neocon megalomaniacs con-
trol Washington regardless of which party hap-
pens to be in power. These puppets – be they 
Democrat or Republican - take their marching 
orders from the same ruling elite that controls 
them.

Also we should not entertain any false il-
lusion or hope that a unanimously controlled 
Republican presidency as well as both houses 
of Congress will suddenly bring unity and har-
mony to Washington. It will not change how 
the corrupt and dysfunctional broken U.S. gov-
ernment works.  The Republican establishment 
still hates Trump. Why do you think the Bushes 
supported Clinton? The Speaker of the House 
Paul Ryan said he could not even support 
Trump for president and only toned his rhet-
oric down just before Election Day. A Trump 
presidency faces a largely hostile Republican 
Congress so the gridlock that has characterized 
Washington politics so far this 21st century will 
not change with outsider Trump in office. For 
over a century the Republican Party has histor-
ically always represented and served the elite’s 
interests over the people’s interests and Trump 
as just one individual fulfilling his figurehead 
role will not change the status quo of how the 
dirty business of oligarchy functions.

 With many endorsements for Hillary 
Clinton by some European leaders, what 
countries would now find the U.S. a clos-
er ally with Trump as president?

The obvious answer is Russia. Both Pu-
tin and Trump have made public statements 

expressing admiration for each other’s style 
of leadership as well as a desire to work to-
gether as partners in eliminating ISIS, al Qa-
eda, al Nusra and terrorism worldwide that 
Clinton, the Bushes and Obama created and 
support. The economic sanctions against Rus-
sia that the U.S. Empire imposed on its vassals 
in Europe hurt the European people almost as 
much as Russia. Hopefully for all of humanity’s 
sake, a Trump presidency can stop Cold War 2 
in its tracks, eliminating any chance of WWIII 
against Russia, China and Iran that warmon-
gering Hillary and her Washington establish-
ment were determined to ignite.

Opening up trade between Russia and Eu-
rope as well as America (and I definitely don’t 
mean the globalists’ Trans Pacific Partnership 
or the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Part-
nership) will be a win-win-win for all parties in-
volved. European leaders that blindly followed 
Empire’s aggressions should be replaced. 
Cleaning house and “draining the swamp” as 
Trump has claimed as his U.S. mission should 
be a goal of both the U.S. and entire Western 
bloc nations if they want to survive in a peaceful 
world. The financial Ponzi schemed system of 
debt-based thievery promoted and controlled 
for centuries by the likes of the Rothschilds 
and Rockefellers, the City of London and U.S. 
Federal Reserve, their criminal monopoly cabal 
must go, along with the U.S. dollar/petrodollar 
as standard international currency. Wall Street, 
the World Bank, the IMF along with the trea-
sonous globalist war criminal puppets Obama, 

Bushes, Clintons and their European lackeys 
and minions all must go. They are the cesspool 
in the swamp that needs desperate draining. A 
new economic and financial system needs to 
be implemented based on meritocracy, trans-
parency and justice.

 How will Trump’s presidency affect 
the conditions of minorities in the U.S.? 
And what about the Muslim visitors, see-
ing as he had once called for a total shut-
down of Muslims entering the U.S.?

This question validates my point of always 
the two party U.S. presidential candidates be-
ing a case of the lesser evil. Donald Trump has 
some serious repair work to do if he wants to 
mend and heal the open wounds and make 
peace with U.S. minority groups. His racist, vol-

atile statements in the past toward minorities 
made during his campaign is clearly a liability. 
The fastest growing minority in America are 
Latinos, and his calling Mexican immigrants 
“rapists and criminals” was outrageous. I am 
not about to be an apologist for his insults and 
past behavior that indicate racism not just to-
wards Hispanics but African Americans, Mus-
lim Americans, and members of Middle East-
ern ethnicities. He seems to have offended all 
these groups with prejudicial slurs and bigoted 
statements. It led many who may have other-
wise supported his candidacy to back away. 
Though his insulting rhetoric was toned down 
in latter months of his candidacy, his poor track 
record toward minorities speaks for itself, and 
it’s not good.

Demonstrating effective, sound, strong, 
positive leadership to undo and overcome 
what’s already public record will be a near 
herculean task for him. But if he simply fol-
lows through on creating thousands of new 
jobs that help build a stronger robust national 
economy enhancing the lives of every seg-
ment of the American population, particularly 
those impoverished at the lower socioeco-
nomic rung, that would be the most effective 
and most expedient way to heal the wounds 
caused by his checkered past.

That said, the globalist agenda to destroy 
Europe and North America by sponsoring 
waves of millions of unvetted refugees from 
the Middle East and North Africa into Eu-
rope and North America is being streamlined 
against the will of residents in Europe and 
North America knowing it will increase hostili-
ties and tensions between races, religions, cul-
tures and classes. The global elite desires race 
wars and religious wars as a strategic means of 

divide and conquer rule, establishing the pre-
tense for more authoritarian control, less civil 
liberties and freedom, and ultimately breaking 
down the very fabric of civil society, social and 
national cohesiveness while destabilizing pop-
ulations with higher crime and unemployment. 
This chaos, violence and disorder facilitates 
global governance of one world government, 
which for over a century has been the elite’s 
ultimate objective.

As part of this divisive, destructively violent 
agenda, America’s first black president given 
the assignment by his puppet masters to de-
stroy Ameri ca, as a presidential candidate ini-
tially promised to be a unifier, not a destroyer. 
But it didn’t take long for him to become the 
worst racial divider and agitator president in 
U.S. history. He has polarized America even 
beyond the damage that his predecessors 
Bush and Cheney inflicted. This is the sorry, 
pathetic mess that I’m afraid the bigoted Mr. 
Trump has inherited.

If Trump can boost the slumping, stagger-
ing U.S. economy, jumpstart a once vibrant 
but now near nonexistent manufacturing sec-
tor, repair sorely neglected, decaying U.S. in-
frastructure, provide incentives to bring back 
U.S. companies that have outsourced millions 
of U.S. jobs abroad, close the many loopholes 
aiding offshore tax evaders consisting of the 
wealthiest corporations and class, in other 
words perform the miracle of accomplishing 
the impossible amidst the global economic 
meltdown on the verge of total collapse, then 
Trump the miracle worker will never be called 
a racist again.

 How do you predict Trump’s admin-
istration’s policies in regard to Iran and 
the nuclear deal which he had threatened 
to tear up?

I was very disappointed by Trump’s AIPAC 
conference speech, promising to tear up the 
nuclear arms deal on his first day in office. He 
came off like just another Zionist controlled 
U.S. politician pandering to apartheid rogue 
state Israel. As opposed to Hillary who prom-
ised to bomb Iran if she were elected, Trump 
proclaims himself a USA first, noninterven-
tionist wanting to avoid seeking wars around 
the world, a clear break from the Bush-Clin-
ton-Obama neocon con to maintain global 
unipolar hegemony at all cost by aggressively 
provoking a global war against Russia, China 
and Iran.

We can only hope that Trump will not at-
tempt to obliterate the nuke agreement. The 
entire pretext that only U.S., Russia, China, 
France and UK are entitled nuclear weapons 
is inherently wrong, especially since nations 
like Israel, India and Pakistan also possess 
nuclear warhead arsenals. No country on 
earth should have the power to destroy the 
world. And nuclear development as an energy 
source is a dangerously bad idea as well (aka 
Fukushima, Chernobyl, etc.). The terms of that 
nuclear agreement allowing UN inspectors to 
freely monitor Iranian nuclear facilities is a fair 
enough concession to allow the already rati-
fied deal to be both upheld and honored by 
Iran and the P5 nations that signed it. Hope-
fully Trump will leave well enough alone as a 
noninterventionist promoting peace and co-
operation as opposed to confrontation and 
war.

Joachim Hagopian is a West Point graduate 
and former US Army officer. He has written a 
manuscript based on his unique military expe-
rience entitled “Don’t Let The Bastards Getcha 
Down.” It examines and focuses on U.S. inter-
national relations, leadership and national se-
curity issues. After the military, Joachim earned 
a master’s degree in Clinical Psychology and 
worked as a licensed therapist in the mental 
health field with abused youth and adoles-
cents for more than a quarter century. In recent 
years, he has focused on his writing, becoming 
an alternative media journalist. 

American democracy is nonexistent, a propaganda 
lie and sham historically propagated to serve 
the aggressive fascist interests of U.S. Empire 

imperialism. 

Cleaning house and “draining the swamp” should 
be a goal of both the U.S. and entire Western bloc 
nations if they want to survive in a peaceful world.

A Trump presidency faces a largely hostile 
Republican Congress so the gridlock that has 

characterized Washington politics will not change 
with outsider Trump in office.

U.S. rigged system set 
Trump up for failure
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Ask Us Your Required Short 
Term / Long Term Furnished 
&Unfurnished Apartments.

آپارتمان هاى كوتاه مدت و بلند مدت مبله 
و غير مبله مورد نياز خود را از ما بخواهيد.

محموديه
340 متر، 3 خواب + سوئيت مجزا، 
در مجموعه ايى خاص و بى نظير، 

فول امكانات، نوساز، %100 فروشنده
نادرنيا: 09128440152 

زعفرانيه (برج)
طبقات بالا، 103 متر، 2 خواب،  
دسترسى عالى، با قابليت باسازى

فربد: 09128484216

محموديه
340 متر، 3 خواب، سوئيت مجزا، 

در مجموعه اى خاص و بى نظير
نادرنيا: 09128440152

فرشته
280 متر، 4 خواب، متريال اروپا، 

تاپ ترين فرعى، جهت مشكل پسندان
فربد: 09128484216

ولنجك (برج باغ) 
300 متر، 3 خواب، ويو عالى،

 فول امكانات، نوساز
نادرنيا: 09128440152

Administrative license office in North Jordan

 Brand new, 170 sq.m, 

Stone floor

Mr.King: 09128440154

Luxury Office in Vanak

Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg, 

Suitable for Foreign Companies 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office in Jordan

All brand new, 600 sq.m built up, 

Pkg lots, $45 per Sq.m 

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Office in Vozara

2-Storey, each floor 500 sq.m,

Flat, 15 Pkgs, renovated,

Price: $40 per each Sq.m

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Jordan

Between 100 Sq.m up to 1000 Sq.m, good price, 

Suitable for Foreign Company

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Elahieh

5-Storey, each storey 600 sq.m, totally 40 

rooms, large Pkg lots,

$40 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207
Administrative license office in Elahieh

 Brand new, 120 sq.m, facility, 

stone floor with Pkg 

Mr.King: 09128440154

New Administrative license Bldg.

500 sq.m office, open office, Pkg, highway, 

Suitable for Foreign Companies, 

each sq: $45

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Apt. in Elahieh
1st Fl., 165 sq.m, 3 bdrs, modern 

furn, Spj, nice balcony, lobby, $3200
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Aqdasieh
120 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, 

stone floor, also is for 
short term, $2000 

  Mr.king: 09128440154

Apt. in Nivavaran
350 sq.m, 4 bdrs, furn, 

brand new, very nice view, 
outdoor pool, $4700 

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Gorgeous Apt. in Jordan
3rd Fl., 150 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, 

indoor/outdoor pool, Pkg, 
stone floor, $2500  

  Mr.king: 09128440154

Apt. in Jordan
125 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, 
Pkg, Good access to highway

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Jordan
560 sq.m built up in 850 sq.m 

land with 3 suits, 5 bdrs, 
12 Pkgs, renovated, Suitable for 

Embassy & Residency, $15000 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
Nice Location in Tehran

700 sq.m, 4 bdrs, very reasonable 
price, $5000

  Mr.king: 09128440154

Duplex Villa in Jordan
600 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.m 

land, 5 bdrs, outdoor pool, 
nice garden, renovated, $6500  

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Zaferanieh
1700 sq.m built up in 2000 sq.m 
land, 5 rooms, indoor/outdoor 
pool, garden,  Pkg, 30000 USD 

  Mr.king: 09128440154

Brand New Bldg. in Ajoodaniyeh
4000 sq.m built up in 1500 sq.m 

land, totally 8 apts, 4 units are 250 
sq.m & 4 units are 350 sq.m

Mr.king: 09128440154

Whole Bldg. in Niavaran
8 apts, 4800 sq.m built up, 

6500 sq.m land, lobby, garden, 
3 level Pkg, SPJ, 

Suitable for Embassy & Residency
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Bldg. in Zaferanieh
700 sq., land in 1000 sq.m built up, 

2 units, totally 12 rooms, 
15 Pkg spaces, completely 

renovated, $12000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Whole Bldg. in Zafranieh
3 levels, each level 400 sq.m, 

totally 14 rooms, 2 entrances, pool, 
garden, renovated, $18000 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
2nd Fl., 150 sq.m, 3 bdrs, 
fully furn, Pkg, lobby, 

Good access to highway, 1800 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
180 sq.m, 3 bdrs, furn, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Farmanieh
160 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Elahieh
200 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn, bal-cony, nice view, $2300

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Jordan
90 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, Pkg, Diplomatic Bldg., $1500 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
130 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn, $1700

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207



The best way to wash your 
face, according to experts
Washing your face is one of those things 
we assume everyone does the same 
way—until we hear someone does it dif-
ferently. And then we start to wonder: 
Hot or cold water? Gentle cleanser or a 
grainy scrub? 

Turns out we had more questions 
about face washing than we realized. To 
get some answers, we went to the ex-
perts for a step-by-step guide to getting 
a clean, clear complexion.

 The tools
First things first: If you wear makeup, 

take it off with an oil-based makeup re-
mover, says Karen Hammerman, M.D., 
a dermatologist at the Schweiger Der-
matology Group. Makeup won’t come 
off with just gentle cleansing of the skin, 
and if it stays on too long, it can lead to 
blocked pores and future zits.

As for a cleanser, we know it's tempt-
ing to grab the one covered in market-
ing promises, but it's a better idea to go 
for one labeled "gentle," "pH-balanced," 
and "fragrance-free," recommends Yas-
mine Kirkorian, M.D., an assistant profes-
sor of dermatology at Children's National 
Health System. 

 If you have dry skin:
Kirkorian suggests cream-based 

cleansers. These provide moisture for the 
skin thanks to glycerin or shea butters, 
Hammerman says. Despite bar soap's 
drying reputation, she says it's the super-
gentle way to go.

 If your skin is fairly normal, or 
you're just not sure:

A gentle, pH-balanced cleanser will 
do the job. Or try a cleansing "water," like 
the oil-based components remove oil, 
grease, and sebum from our skin, without 
being harsh or over-stripping, Schlosser 
says.

 If you have oily skin:

Foaming cleansers, will leave you feel-
ing super clean—although only tem-
porarily. (If you're naturally oily, a quick 
cleanse isn't going to change your skin 
type.) Somewhat counter intuitively, oil-
based cleansers may be a good choice 
for oily skin ("like dissolves like"), but it’s 
hard to generalize how well your skin will 
react. If you have seriously oily skin and 
don't want to pass it off as that coconut 
oil glow, talk to a dermatologist—Kirko-
rian says that's where medications like 
spironolactone can come in.

 If you have acne-prone skin:
It’s even more important to stay 

gentle if you're battling acne with spot 
treatments, overdoing it with an acne-
specific cleanser and other acne medi-
cations can leave you with dry, irritated 
skin (and more frustration than you 
started with).

Not using additional acne-related 
products? Then you can turn to chemi-
cally exfoliating cleansers, says Bethanee 
Schlosser, M.D., Ph.D, a dermatologist and 
director of the Women's Skin Health Pro-

gram for Northwestern Medicine. With 
ingredients like benzoyl peroxide, glycolic 
acid, and salcyclic acid, the effectiveness 
can rival leave-on treatments for acne. 

 The temp 
Once you’ve got your ammo, turn 

the faucet to lukewarm—no steaming 
temperatures or arctic water necessary. 
“Warm is better than the extremes of ei-
ther cold or hot to remove oil from our 
skin,” Schlosser says. (Think about clean-
ing your dishes—cold water doesn’t re-
move grease very effectively.)

Plus, while cold water can tighten 
pores temporarily, it won’t have a last-
ing effect. Meanwhile, hot water, despite 
making you feel super clean, can lead to 
dry and irritated skin.

Most dermatologists recommend 
washing your face twice a day, and a 
small 2006 study comparing people who 
washed their face once, twice, or four 
times a day found that acne improved 
at twice a day. While skin condition didn't 
get worse at four times a day, it didn't get 
much better—and that’s a lot of time to 

spend at the sink.
 The method

Splash that lukewarm water on your 
face and use your fingertips in a circular 
motion to apply the cleanser—enough 
to work up a good lather in your chosen 
medium. Schlosser recommends pay-
ing special attention to the T-zone (nose 
and forehead territory) and U-zone (the 
area around and just under your jawline), 
where people tend to miss.

No washcloth or grainy scrub needed: 
Gentle is the key word here, and wash-
cloths just aren't as gentle as our hands, 
says Kirkorian. “You actually don’t need to 
scrub your face. If you did a Tough Mud-
der, that’s a different story—but for day-
to-day cleansing, you don't really need to 
use a washcloth.”

Instead, save it for a gentle pat down 
to dry off after rinsing off your cleanser. 
And make sure to hang it in a dry place 
(a.k.a. not the shower): Hammerman says 
that any moisture can be a breeding 
ground for bacteria and germs that can 
cause breakouts.

Finally, if you've heard wonders about 
the $99-and-up facial brushes, relax. 
However tempting it is to imagine they're 
taking your cleansing routine to a deeper, 
skin-changing level, Schlosser says that's 
probably not the case. Since facial skin 
is not thick, physical exfoliation isn't re-
quired for penetration. Bottom line: You'll 
be fine with or without one.

 The takeaway
Twenty-step regimens are fun if you're 

into them, but a simple routine can be 
just as effective. Gentle is pretty much 
always better, and although it can be 
tempting to exfoliate your way to a new 
tomorrow, chances are a mild touch will 
get you there faster. Just choose wisely.

(Source: greatist.com)

4 things you can do to 
alleviate caregiver stress
If you are taking care of a loved one, you need to take special 
care of yourself, too. There are resources to help you.

More than 65 million Americans—two-thirds of whom are 
women—are taking care of a disabled or ailing family mem-
ber. If you're among them, you're well aware that caring for a 
loved one can be one of the most rewarding experiences in 
life, but it can also be one of the most challenging, especially 
to your own health.

"We know family caregivers are under a particular 
amount of stress. And stress over time can cause them 
to become ill," says Dr. Diane Mahoney, Jacque Mohr 
Professor of Geriatric Nursing Research at MGH Institute 
of Health Professions, an academic affiliate of Massa-
chusetts General Hospital. In fact, more than 20% of car-
egivers report that their health has suffered as a result 
of their responsibilities.

If you are moving into a caregiver role, or if you've been 
filling it for some time and are beginning to feel the stress, 
you may want to consider the following, often overlooked, 
advice.

 1. Take care of your own health
There's a reason air travelers are instructed to put on 

their own oxygen masks before tending to a child's: you 
are better able to take care of others when your own 
physical condition is secure. Eat well, even if that means 
simple, easy-to-prepare meals. Set aside time to exercise, 
perhaps when the person you're caring for is sleeping. 
Get adequate sleep. Have the recommended screenings, 
shots, and check-ups. You'll be better equipped to handle 
stress if you're fit and rested.

 2. Enlist others
Few people can do it alone. Ask family members and close 

friends to share the care. Even people who can't provide 
hands-on care may be able to take on tasks such as grocery 
shopping, paying bills, coordinating medical appointments, 
or handling insurance paperwork. If you don't have a group 
of family and friends to call upon, the website of the National 
Alliance for Caregiving, www.caregiving.org, can help you lo-
cate caregiver services and choose among long-term care 
options. Consultation with a geriatric care manager or social 
worker may help you identify local services—whether you 
need just someone to help with household chores or a reg-
istered nurse to administer medication and other therapies.

 3. Break away occasionally
If you're caring for someone who needs constant atten-

tion, there is no question that you will need relief at some 
point. Just setting aside a few minutes for a walk in the park 
or a chat with a friend can make a world of difference. "We've 
found that we can significantly reduce stress by giving the 
caretakers mini-respites—even 30-minute breaks occasion-
ally," Dr. Mahoney says. Federal legislators have also acknowl-
edged that unpaid caregivers need occasional vacations. In 
2006, the Lifespan Respite Care Act was passed to provide 
relief services for family caregivers. You can find information 
on respite services available near you by going to the website 
of the ARCH National Respite Network, www.archrespite.org.

 4. Create a support system for yourself
Over time, caregiving can take an emotional toll. Even if 

you have help with the actual caregiving, you're likely to need 
emotional support, too. Many hospitals, health care plans, 
and religious organizations offer support groups for caregiv-
ers. Support groups are a good place to vent your feelings 
and share ideas with people who are facing similar situations. 
Dr. Mahoney has found that online support groups—which 
don't require face-to-face participation, travel, or arranging 
for a substitute caregiver—have been a good alternative for 
some people. If you're not comfortable with a group, a geri-
atric care manager may be able to provide needed support 
and perspective.  (Source: harvard.edu)
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Zika virus ravages the testes of male mice, sharply reduc-
ing sperm counts and fertility, says a study that raises a 
new specter about its threat to people.

Experiments found testes of infected mice shrank 
about 90 percent by weight, while their output of use-
ful sperm fell by three-quarters on average, and often 
more.

Now it’s time to find out if Zika causes similar damage 
in men, experts said.

“We just don’t know that yet,” said Michael Diamond 
of the Washington University School of Medicine in St. 
Louis, a senior author of the study. 

The virus is known to infect a man’s reproductive sys-
tem and persist in sperm and semen, “so it’s in the right 
place,” he said.

Diamond said he suspects that in mice, the damage 
is permanent.

But mice are not men, and experts unconnected with 
the study agreed that it can’t be assumed that the mouse 
results apply to people.

Shannan Rossi, who studies Zika in mice at the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, noted that 
the researchers had suppressed the animals’ immune 
system defense against the virus.

That’s a standard step in such experiments but it adds 
another level of difference from humans, she said.

 Tropical mosquito
Zika, which is transmitted by the bite of a tropical 

mosquito, is such a mild disease in people that most 
who get it don’t even know they are sick. But it can cause 
serious birth defects if women are infected while preg-
nant, so health officials have been concerned mostly with 
helping women who are pregnant or about to become 
pregnant avoid the disease.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases in Bethesda, Mary-
land, said the study alerts researchers to look for ef-
fects in men.

“Don’t jump to the conclusion right off that this is 
definitely what is happening to the human,” he said. 
But the mouse finding is a “red flag you need to pur-
sue.”

The mouse results appear in a paper released Mon-
day by the journal Nature. They show the virus attacks 
the anatomical structure where sperm are made and 
reach maturity. Testosterone levels also fell.

The infected mice were able to impregnate females at 
only about one-fourth the normal rate. And in females 
that got pregnant, the number of fetuses was less than 
half of normal.

(Source: The Post and Courier)

Zika ravages testes of mice, study raises concern about men

Since: 1969

Address: No.52, Darya-Noorani Blv.Crossroad,
Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb

Tel: 88562040 - 88562050

Since: 1969Since: 1969

s: Noo 52 Darya Noorani llB v Cr

A great building in Elahiyeh District, with the view of German and 
Turkish garden residence.
Located on 4,500 square meter garden, 330 square meter apartments 
with 4 bedrooms. Equipped with indoor swimming pool and sauna, 24 
hours security guard.

For more info and showing booking please contact us on:

Nasser Dezfouli  0 9 1 2 1 1 1 6 8 5 4

Luxury Apartments 
for Rent!

villa in reclusive area (Velenjak)
2500 sq.m with the beau�ful old trees and lush courtyard, 

swimming pool, gym and tennis court 
Mede Shah  09372748090  -  021-22051919  - Mede78@yahoo.com 

Fereshteh Bagh [Garden] Tower
350 sq.m, 4 bedrooms, super luxury, 10 sq.m balcony, fully 

furnished, chic and very beau�ful  Babak (0912-6507011)

IraniaHOME
Real Estate
SH.LAVASANI

“25 years of experience”
Registered & Authorized Office

Mobile: 09123103526
Tel: 88888007
Fax: 88675936

E-mail: Info@Iraniahome.com
مالكين محترم: ويلا و آپارتمان مبله شما

 را جهت اجاره به ديپلماتها نيازمنديم
1)Fantastic Apartments 

3&4 Rooms in Farmanieh - & Elahieh
Exceptional Price, F. Furnished

2) Extraordinary
Offices 350 & 250 sq.m

Vali-e Asr, Africa, with all facilities
3) Villa in Elahie

Right Price Suitable for Companies 
& Consulate and Embassies 

Sh.lavasani 09123103526

“25 years of experience”

Advertising Dept: times1979@gmail.com
430 51 450 - 430 51 405
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TEHRAN — Located in 
the central Iranian city 

of Isfahan, the Jameh Mosque, or Mas-
jed-e Jameh in Farsi, is of deep architec-
tural significance as it shows off designs 
employed for more than one millennium, 
starting in 841 CE.

Covering over 20,000 square meters, 
it stands adjacent to the world-famous 
Imam Mosque in south side of the his-
torical Naqsh-e Jahan (Imam) Square, the 
second largest in the world after Tianan-
men Square in Beijing.

Placed on the UNESCO World Herit-
age list, the mosque is still functional as 
a busy place of worship in the historical 
precinct of the city. 

It features evolutionary yet remarka-
ble decorative tilework, stucco and oth-
er intricate geometric details, majority of 
which date back to the Seljuk, Mongol, 
and Safavid eras.

As per architectural point of view, 
it is one of the early Islamic buildings 
constructed upon the four-court-
yard layout that originally practiced 
in making palaces during the Sassa-
nid-era Iran (224 CE to 651).

The UNESCO proclaims that the 
double-shelled ribbed domes of the 
mosque represent an architectural in-
novation that has been inspired design-
ers throughout the region. 

Here is a select of comments that visi-
tors to the historical mosque have posted 
to TripAdvisor, one of the most popular 
travel websites in the world:

 “Place to see the broad sweep of 
history”

This huge complex dates back over 
1000 years. You can trace the evolu-
tion of the mosque complex and see 
the different architectural styles - as 
well as the damage caused by bombs 
during the Iran-Iraq war… (Tracy K. 

from Los Altos, CA; visited October 
2016) 

 “After many mosques still worth 
to pay a visit”

After visiting so many mosques it was 
still pretty impressive. We thought we 
would stay there just for 30 minutes but 
it took almost 1 hour.(Rexonaut from Bel-
gium; visited May 2016) 

 “The tourism price is not worth 
it”

At the time we were checking out this 
place it was under construction and the 
price has become quite sad - 200,000 
rials (5 EUR) for every place you want to 
enter. The natives pay 50,000 rials but 

tourism price has now become x4, it is 
the same price for entering Persepolis 
which I think is totally not fair for a 10-
15min visit.

The architecture itself is amazing of 
course, 1000 years of history. (Andris V. 
from Riga, Latvia; September 2016) 

“Old mosque full of Friendly people”
I visited this mosque in the evening 

when it was closed for tourist, but I 
could enter and experience the evening 
prayer. This was a lively experience with 
people praying and others walking 
around. As always in Iran people were 
friendly. (Dutch G., the Netherlands, vis-
ited June 2016) 

Traveling during the holiday season 
can be a less than enjoyable ex-
perience, said David Solomito, the 

vice president of marketing at the travel 
search engine Kayak. “There are more 
cars on the road, longer lines at airports 
and an increased chance of flight delays 
and cancellations because of wintertime 
weather,” he said.

The rush may be inevitable, but feel-
ing fraught isn’t. Mr. Solomito shared his 
top tips on how to minimize the stress of 
holiday travel.

 Travel on the holiday 
With fewer crowds, less traffic on the 

road and lower airfares, traveling on 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Eve is usually less stressful 
than traveling the day or a few days be-
fore the holidays. 

According to Kayak’s data, travelers 
saved 11 percent on flights in 2015 when 
they flew on Thanksgiving Day versus the 
day before and 14 percent when they flew 
on Christmas Day, compared with Dec. 23. 

“You’ll save money and won’t see near-
ly as many people because traveling on 
holidays isn’t popular,” Mr. Solomito said.

 If possible, fly direct 
Because the weeks between Thanksgiv-

ing and New Year’s are the busiest travel 

period of the year, there are more chances 
of lost luggage, overbooked flights and 
other disruptions to your itinerary. 

A connection, even if it saves you 
money, can pile on the stress because it 
increases the odds of something going 
wrong. Mr. Solomito made that mistake 
two years ago when he was flying before 
Christmas from John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport in New York City to San Die-
go and booked a flight with a layover in 
Salt Lake City because it was $75 cheaper 
than a direct flight. “Inclement weather in 
Salt Lake City delayed my departure by a 
day, and I ended up missing the festivi-
ties with my family,” he said. “The money I 
saved wasn’t worth it.”

 Ship gifts 
For air travelers, sending presents to your 

destination in advance has advantages: You 
avoid any potential excess baggage and 
overweight fees and you minimize the like-
lihood of the presents getting lost en route, 
in case your bag containing them does, or 
being ripped open by T.S.A. employees, 
which they have the right to do if they have 
a question about their contents. “I’ve seen 
instances when T.S.A. had to rip open beau-
tifully wrapped gifts, which is not a fun way 
to start off a holiday,” Mr. Solomito said.

 Go in January instead
If you have flexibility, consider a vacation 

in January instead of traveling in December, 
because crowds are lighter, prices are lower 
and travel is generally calmer. 

Kayak data shows that airfare to many 
domestic and international destinations is 
the lowest in January, compared with the 
three months before. The median round-
trip airfare to Cancún in January 2016, for 
example, from cities in the United States 
and Canada, was $388, compared with 
$465 in December 2015.

 (Source: The New York Times) 

Jameh Mosque of Isfahan offers journey 
through Islamic architectural styles

U.S. tour company booking 
luxury trips to Iran
It is home to beautiful mountains, breathtaking historical 
buildings and priceless artwork, but it’s also the subject of 
strongly worded U.S. State Department warnings.

For Americans, Iran may not be the first place that comes 
to mind when planning a vacation, even decades after the 
1979 U.S. Embassy takeover following the country’s Islamic 
Revolution. 

However, one luxury tour company in the U.S. is promot-
ing a new trip to the country for those willing to take the risk, 
describing it as the first opportunity to see an Iran opening 
up to the West after last year’s nuclear deal.

 ‘Stepping into another world’
“We feel that Iran is one of the most exciting places that 

someone can travel to at this point in time, given the current 
climate in the country and what sort of changes have been 
taking place recently,” said Stefanie Schmudde, product man-
ager of Americas and Middle East for the Downers Grove, 

Illinois-based tour company 
Abercrombie & Kent.

On paper, there’s a lot to 
interest travelers. The United 
Nations culture agency lists 
21 World Heritage sites in 
Iran. They include the ruins 
of Persepolis and Pasarga-
dae, the mosques and pal-
ace at Meidan Imam of Isfa-
han, and other sites included 

on the Illinois company’s 12-day tour from $5,600.
Iran has long drawn Shiite pilgrims to its holy sites, but lo-

cal skiers and snowboarders also boast of its slopes, and the 
capital, Tehran, enjoys a growing modern art scene. Iran says 
around 5 million tourists visit each year, most coming from 
Iraq and other neighboring countries.

Europeans have been coming to Iran, but Americans rep-
resent far less than 1 percent of all tourists. Many are doubt-
less staying away because they associate Iran with Middle 

East conflicts and anti-Amer-
ican rhetoric. But the Iranian 
government, which is deeply 
suspicious of U.S. intentions, 
has also made it difficult for 
Americans to secure tourism 
visas.

Schmudde, who recently 
returned from a trip to Iran, 
compares the current open-
ing to what is taking place in 
Cuba, which unlike Iran has 

restored full diplomatic relations with the U.S.
“There’s so few places that don’t have a strong American 

influence, and Iran is one of those places,” she said. “You do 
get the sense you’re stepping into another world, and that 
makes it completely fascinating to a traveler.”

 Visas hard to come by
In the time since, one hopeful U.S. tourist and a tour 

company in Iran have told The Associated Press that it has 
become even more difficult for Americans to get a visa. How-
ever, the Pakistani Embassy in Washington, which handles is-
suing visas for Iran, says nothing has changed.

Iranian officials did not respond to a request for comment.
Abercrombie & Kent has planned its first Iran trip in early 

May, leaving just ahead of the country’s presidential election. 
They say that interchange between American tourists and 
the Iranian people will help bridge the gap between the two 
nations.

“I would not hesitate to send anybody,” Schmudde said. 
“It’s a very exciting destination that’s really and truly on the 
cusp of change.” (Source: VOA)

How to make holiday travel less stressful

A view of the historical Jameh Mosque in Isfahan depicting its south and west iwans.

This prayer hall within the Jameh Mosque 
dates back to the Seljuk era

“You do get the 
sense you’re 
stepping into 
another world, 
and that makes 
it completely 
fascinating to a 
traveler.”

“There’s so 
few places that 
don’t have a 
strong American 
influence, and 
Iran is one of 
those places.” 

Iranian women pass a tourist in Isfahan about 400 kms (240 miles) 
south of Tehran, Iran, May 10, 2006. A U.S. luxury tour company is 
offering Iran as a new destination.

Revenues from tourism in Cuba rose 15 
percent in the first half of 2016 compared 
with the same period last year, official 
data showed on Friday, with the number 
of visitors from the United States soaring 
around 80 percent.

Tourism income rose to $1.2 billion in 
the January to June period, the Nation-
al Statistics Office data showed, helping 
sustain an economy struggling with lower 
global commodity prices and a crisis in 
key ally Venezuela.

The sector is expected to boom fur-
ther over coming years given easing U.S. 
restrictions on travel, the return of U.S. 

cruise ships to the Caribbean island and 
regular commercial flights between the 
two countries.

While Canadians still make up the 
largest group of tourists to Cuba by far, 
Americans came in third place after Cu-
bans living abroad in the first half of this 
year, the data showed.

Until very recently, there were more 
visitors from Germany, Italy, France and 
Britain than from the United States.

But the tourism sector in a country 
famed for its beaches, classic cars and 
fading glamour has changed fast since 
U.S. and President Barack Obama and 

Cuban President Raul Castro decided to 
put an end to half a century of Cold War 
hostility in December 2014.

While the trade embargo still prohibits 
Americans from visiting Cuba as tourists, 
the Obama administration has approved 
12 categories of exceptions to the ban 
ranging from cultural travel to business, 
within which many visitors fit.

The total number of visitors to Cuba 
was up 11.8 percent, the data showed.

The boom in the tourism sector con-
trasts starkly with the gloomy picture in 
the broader economy. Cuba's trade sur-
plus fell more than 40 percent last year, 

according to data released on Thursday.
Service exports, despite an increase 

in tourism, were down $1.3 billion. While 
tourism is becoming increasingly impor-
tant, receipts from healthcare and other 
professional workers sent overseas still 
make up the bulk of Cuban services.

The Cuban hotel occupancy rate re-
mained below 50 percent, the data on 
Friday showed. Economists say this could 
be because the state is failing to renovate 
hotels and instead building new ones, 
while bed and breakfast inns are also 
flourishing.

(Source: Reuters) 
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A Westerner couple pose for a photo at the enormous yet historical Imam Square in Isfahan on November 9, 2016. 
The sixth-story Safavid-era Ali Qapu Palace in also seen in the background. 

By Shivani Vora

Cuba tourism revenue jumps 15 percent in first-half of 2016

Greece expects a bumper year 
for tourism despite 'unfair' 
coverage of migrant crisis
The popularity of the Greek islands among British holiday-
makers has survived the migrant crisis unscathed, accord-
ing to the country’s tourism minister, who says 2017 will be a 
bumper year for Greece.

So far this year nearly 450 refugees have died or been 
registered missing in and around islands such as Lesvos, 
Samos and Kos in the Aegean Sea, according to the UN. The 
numbers have fallen heavily since the peak of the crisis in 
2015 - and after a new EU law that allows Greece to send 
back migrants - but still some 170,000 people have reached 
Europe via Greece this year. 

In August, Save the Children said the number of migrants 
arriving each day from the west coast of Turkey had nearly 
doubled in a number of weeks.

But Elena Kountoura, Greece’s tourism minister, said the is-
lands' popularity among holidaymakers had been unaffected 
by an ongoing crisis that affects the south-easterly corners of 
Europe most.

“The truth is everyday life on the islands has been normal 
as per usual,” she said. “These islands are a paradise for hol-
idaymakers. Visitors have faced absolutely no problems and 
had an excellent holiday experience.”

(Source: The Telegraph) 



Europe’s first Mars lander did indeed 
touch down softly on the Red Planet back 
in 2003, and likely deployed at least three 
of its four solar panels, a new study sug-
gests.

The probe, known as Beagle 2, was 
supposed to land on Dec. 25, 2003, but 
it never phoned home from the Martian 
surface, and many experts therefore as-
sumed the spacecraft had crashed. But in 
January 2015, scientists announced they 
had spotted Beagle 2 in images taken 
by NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter 
(MRO).

The MRO photos showed what ap-
peared to be an intact spacecraft, sug-
gesting that Beagle 2’s failure came after, 
rather than during, the landing process. 
The new study further bolsters this inter-
pretation and adds a few new details to 
the Beagle 2 story, team members said. 

This drawing shows the orientation 
and tilt of the Beagle 2 Mars lander that 
enables the best match with photos taken 
by NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter.

 Visual-effects
Using commercially available 

visual-effects and animation software, 
the researchers took simulated photos of 
Beagle 2, imaging the virtual lander in a 
number of different configurations and at 
a variety of sun angles. They then com-
pared these simulated images to the real 

ones taken by MRO — and found that 
the closest match was a Beagle 2 that 
had landed safely and deployed most of 
its solar panels.

Furthermore, the analysis suggests 
that the failure of even one solar panel 
to deploy would probably have seriously 
hampered Beagle 2’s ability to use its an-

tenna, making communication with Earth 
difficult — a theory that other research-
ers have invoked to explain the lander’s 
puzzling silence.

“We have gathered more informa-
tion on the failure of Beagle 2 to com-
municate, and we are one step closer to 
knowing what happened,” former Beagle 

2 mission manager Mark Sims, who’s cur-
rently a professor of Astrobiology and 
Space Instrumentation at the University 
of Leicester in England, said in a state-
ment.

 Successful landing
“In reality, we may, of course, never 

know exactly what caused its failure to 
communicate after what has been con-
firmed as a successful landing, which was 
a fantastic achievement by the Beagle 2 
team,” added Sims, who came up with 
the new “reflection-analysis” technique. 
The “work shows frustratingly that Beagle 
2 came so close to working as intended 
on Mars.”

The United Kingdom-led Beagle 
2 lander was part of the European 
Space Agency’s (ESA) Mars Express 
mission, which launched in March 
2003. Beagle 2 separated from its 
mothership, the Mars Express orbiter, 
on Dec. 19 of that year and headed 
down toward the surface for a Christ-
mas Day touchdown.

The 7-foot-wide (2 meters) Beagle 2 
was supposed to hunt for signs of Mar-
tian life, study the planet’s weather and 
geology, collect samples with a burrow-
ing instrument dubbed the “mole” and 
perform a variety of other tasks. None of 
that happened, of course. 

(Source: space.com)

The United Kingdom-led Beagle 2 lander was part 
of the European Space Agency’s (ESA) Mars Express 

mission, which launched in March 2003.

Bird beaks are cooler than 
you think 
Whether stubby, slender, spoon-shaped, flattened or sharply 
pointed, bird beaks can be highly specialized, and now, re-
searchers have found that some even have built-in AC.

For the first time, scien-
tists were able to image tiny 
structures inside nasal cavi-
ties in song sparrow beaks. 
These structures function 
like air conditioning units, 
cooling airflow during 
breathing and helping to 
reclaim moisture in dry hab-
itats.

Previous studies have ex-
amined the role that beaks’ 
sizes and shapes play in 
regulating birds’ body tem-
peratures, and how cer-
tain bill types are linked to 
particular climates. But far 
less was known about how beaks’ internal structures were 
involved, the study authors wrote. 

The scientists looked at a type of nasal cavity structure 
called “conchae” — narrow scrolls of bone that regulate air 
intake. They suspected that conchae evolved in birds to meet 
specific conditions within the animals’ ecosystems, and that 
the structure’s evolution would influence a beak’s size and 
shape, according to study co-author Raymond Danner, an 
assistant professor in the Department of Biology and Marine 
Biology at the University of North Carolina, Wilmington.

Computed tomography (CT) scans enabled Danner and 
his colleagues to image conchae in two North American 
song sparrow subspecies — one that lives in a dry habitat 
and one that lives in a moist one. The scans captured the 
birds’ conchae in unprecedented detail, revealing structures 
that the scientists “had never seen or even imagined,” Danner 
said in a statement.

They found that the larger-billed subspecies that lived in 
the drier climate had conchae with a bigger surface area, 
which could allow more water to condense when the bird 
exhaled, helping the bird to conserve moisture and to cool 
airflow during breathing. The larger surface area may also 
help the bird to disperse heat, the researchers added.

(Source: Live Science)

Vanilla and spice next 
to bloom in Dutch 
greenhouses
Flowers more exotic than the humble tulip will soon flour-
ish for the first time in Dutch greenhouses after intensive re-
search into growing the capricious vanilla orchid to harvest 
one of the world’s most expensive spices.

In the middle of potato fields in a central Dutch rural town, 
scientists from Wageningen University have for the past four 
years been nurturing vanilla orchids. And their research has 
been deemed a success.

“Based on our information, businesses believe vanilla is a 
plant with a lot of potential for Dutch greenhouses and have 
decided to start growing it,” said researcher Filip van Noort.

How many orchids will be planted will be decided at the start 
of the next growing season in the spring, and it will take at least 
three years before the first Dutch-grown vanilla hits the market.

In Bleiswijk, home to the ground-breaking research, vines 
from about 100 plants stretch meters high in hot, tropical 
greenhouses. Hidden under fleshy, oval-shaped leaves are 
the buds, that will eventually become the vanilla pods so 
prised by chefs the world over.

The “challenge is to ensure the plants blossom and then to 
be able to pollinate them in a cost-effective way,” said van Noort.

Cultivation is hugely labour intensive. The orchid’s flowers 
only last one day and must be pollinated by hand if they are 
to produce fruit. So it was an apt challenge for the Dutch 
-- renowned for their green fingers and their expertise in 
greenhouse cultivation.

“A few years ago we were looking for new plants which 
could be grown in Dutch greenhouses,” explained van Noort.

The aim was to increase the variety of crops grown by 
Dutch farmers as they search for improved profits.

(Source: AFP)

Speedy bat flies at 
160km/h, smashing bird 
speed record
Brazilian free-tailed bats may have achieved speeds of up 
to 160 kilometers per hour in level flight, which would make 
them faster than any bird.

“These are the fastest powered flight speeds document-
ed yet in any vertebrate   that is, in bats or birds,” says Gary 
McCracken of the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. “We 
didn’t expect these results, even though the Brazilian free-
tailed bats are known for their exceptional fast flight.”

Previous studies suggested that birds fly faster than bats, 
but birds have received much more attention, McCracken 
says. The fastest bird on record for level flight is the common 
swift (Apus apus), which reaches around 112 km/h.

McCracken’s team now claims bats have beaten that re-
cord. The team used an airplane tracking device on seven 
bats from the Frio Bat Cave in south-western Texas to track 
ground distance covered by bats.

They found that all bats achieved speeds of almost 
100km/h, with one bat logging a top speed of 160 km/h.

“Most of the time, these animals are moving at moderate speeds, 
but what we see here is that they exceed these expectations and quite 
dramatically for brief periods of time,” McCracken says.

(Source: New Scientist)

Farmers looking to reduce reliance on pesticides, her-
bicides and other pest management tools may want to 
heed the advice of Cornell agricultural scientists: Let na-
ture be nature - to a degree.

“Managing crop pests without fully understanding 
the impacts of tactics - related to resistance and non-
target plants or insects - costs producers money,” said 
Antonio DiTommaso, professor of soil and crop science 
and lead author of a new study, “Integrating Insect, 
Resistance and Floral Resource Management in Weed 
Control Decision-Making,” in the journal Weed Science 
(October-December 2016).

In corn production, for example, maintaining a few 
villainous milkweed plants in the middle of a cornfield 
may help minimize crop loss from the destructive Euro-
pean corn borer. The milkweed plants can harbor aphids 
(destructive sap-sucking flies) that produce a nectar 
food source for beneficial parasitic wasps Trichogramma. 

 Damage to the crop
The wasps, in turn, lay eggs inside the eggs of the Eu-

ropean corn borer, killing the corn borer eggs - reducing 
damage to the crop.

“Production management rarely considers the ben-
efits of weeds in agricultural ecosystems,” said DiTom-
maso. 

“Let’s look at the big picture. If we open our eyes 

- even if it’s a weed growing in the cornfield - we 
show it could be beneficial. Integrating weed ben-
efits will become increasingly important, as pest 
management is likely to move from total reliance 
on herbicides and transgenic crop traits for control, 
because of increasing resistance of weeds to these 
products.”

One additional side benefit for having a few milk-
weed plants in a field of corn is that it serves as a 
breeding place and food source for monarch butter-
flies. As of late, monarch numbers are down, and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is evaluating a petition 

to have them protected under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act.

 Engineered crops
While some growers elect not to use engineered 

crops, producers may see a return to IPM methods from 
two decades ago, as resistance could easily occur when 
relying on a single tactic.

With increasing no-till production, producers will in-
evitably see rebounds in perennial weeds - such as milk-
weed, the researchers said. Thus, some growers may be 
willing to tolerate a low milkweed population in favor of 
providing livable plant space for monarchs.

“Every organism in an agricultural system plays 
multiple roles,” said John Losey, professor of entomol-
ogy. “If management decisions are based solely on 
the negative aspects, yield and profit can be lost in 
the short term and broader problems can arise in the 
longer term.”

“It’s very important to recognize the benefits of all 
the species within the crop field - that includes both 
the crops and the weeds - not to mention cover crops. 
Weeds can offer ecosystem services, such as soil ero-
sion protection and pollination services for the benefit 
of insects,” Averill said. “They can be part of a restorative 
cycle.”

(Source: EurekAlert)

Pest control: Wicked weeds may be agricultural angels
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UK’s Beagle 2 Mars probe nearly 
aced 2003 landing, study suggests

From now onwards, durum wheat species will hit the 
consumer market by Iranian Macaroni Producers and 
Exporters Association for being used in pasta and 
macaroni mfg. firms, Government Trading Corporation 
of Iran (G.T.C) reported. 

By virtue of licenses issued by Vice President for 
Executive Affairs, Government Trading Corporation of 
Iran reported: “With the expert-level studies made in 

Trade Policies and Economic Affairs Bureau of the Min-
istry of Industry, Mine and Trade, durum wheat will be 
distributed by Iranian Pasta Producers and Exporters 
Association.”

While emphasizing on the necessity of using sem-
olina flour for safeguarding and boosting quality of 
macaroni, Head of Iranian Pasta Producers and Ex-
porters Association said: “The decision adopted by 

GTC is considered as a giant stride towards producing 
semolina flour and using it in production of macaroni 
and pasta.” 

As an export-based association, Iranian Pasta Pro-
ducers & Exporters Association relies on scientific up-
dates for boosting and enhancing quality of pasta in 
Iran and is considered as a reliable association for dis-
tributing durum wheat, the report ended. 

Azar 13 (Dec. 3) coincided with the National Insurance 
Day. 

Given the above issue, Dec. 3 was set as deadline 
for participating in Life and Investment insurances’ 
festival of SARMAD Insurance Company, bearing with 
awarding valuable prizes such as Peugeot 206 passen-
ger car and several Azadi gold coin, Public Relations 
Dept. of SARMAD Insurance Company reported. 

For more information, the interested insurers may 

contact the following phone number at: 021-43963 
and/or registering at Customers Club of the compa-
ny as the following address: http://club.sarmadins.
ir and/or branch offices of the company across the 
country. 

In this festival, valuable prizes including a Peugeot 
206 passenger car and also five Azadi gold coins will 
be awarded in a drawing lot ceremony to five insurers 
of life and investment insurances of the company who 

have won top score in Customers’ Club, the report 
added. 

Hereunder are criteria needed to participate for 
participating in this prestigious festival: paying insur-
ance premium amounting to 6 million rials in Life and 
Investment insurance in the long run of festival, not 
having a deferred installments in Life and Investment 
insurances, registering in the festival via Customers’ 
Club of the company. 

The products of Iran’s leading car 
manufacturer, Iran Khodro, are ca-
pable of gaining a significant mar-
ket share in Nigeria, said the CEO of 
Nigeria’s Export Promotion Council, 
Olusegun Awolowo. 

Having made a tour of Iran Khodro 
production lines, Awolowo held talks 
with the top management of Iran Kho-
dro. During the meeting, he called for 
IKCO’s export to Nigeria and said the 

Nigerian government’s industrial policy 
is aimed at encouraging international 
producers to invest in the country and 
IKCO is no exception. 

He went further adding that Iran Kho-
dro can start production in Nigeria with 
the direct investment of a Nigerian com-
pany. 

Awolowo cited Nigeria’s car market as the 
most important market in West Africa, adding 
Nigeria is developing in economic terms and 

foreign companies can make considerable 
profit by investing in the country. 

He then added that with a popula-
tion of 170 million and over 36 states, 
Nigeria is among the most populated 
countries in West Africa.

For his part, IKCO Deputy CEO for 
Export and International Affairs, Saeed 
Tafazzoli praised Nigeria as an important 
market in West Africa and said IKCO has 
already held talks with a leading company 

in this country to establish a production 
line there with the direct Nigerian invest-
ment. 

Given Nigerian vehicle market’s high 
capacities, many leading car manufac-
turers in the world like Volkswagen, Peu-
geot and Kia have already established 
their sites and taken a significant share 
in the country’s market. They have also 
used the country as an export hub in 
the region.

 Durum What to Be Supplied by Iranian Macaroni Producers

 and Exporters Association: GTC

“Dec. 3” Set Deadline to Participate in SARMAD Co.’s Life 

and Investment Insurances Festival 

IKCO Eyes Nigeria to Boost African Export



Without water, 
everything 
withers
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IN  FOCUS  IRNA/ Mojtaba Mohammadlou

TEHRAN — Iran will play host to the 
19th General Assembly of the Asia-

Pacific Parliamentarians’ Conference on Environment 
and Development (APPCED), Mehr news agency 
reported on Friday.

Over the 18th General Assembly of the APPCED 
which was held in Seoul, South Korea, on Thursday and 
Friday with parliamentary delegations in attendance, 
Iran was selected to host the next assembly in 2018.

Iran has already acted as the host to the 17th General 
Assembly of APPCED in 2014. 

Accordingly, Mohammad-Reza Tabesh, director for the 
environment faction of the Majlis (Iranian parliament), was 
elected as the next assembly’s secretary general.

Tabesh who also headed the Iranian delegation to the 
assembly stated that Iran has given high priority to the 
sustainable development goals and managed to achieve 
some of the goals earlier than planned.

He further pointed out that the general policies 
approved by the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei also emphasize on developing green 
economy and low-emission industries as well as fighting 
climate change, desertification, and sand storms, 
protecting biodiversity and forests, and employing eco-
friendly technologies in the country.

Additionally, he said, Majlis is also hammering 
the sixth five-year development plan which has 
created a good opportunity for the ministries 
and organizations to take measures in line with 
sustainable development goals. 

On 19 July 2014, the UN General Assembly’s Open 
Working Group (OWG) on Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) forwarded a proposal for the SDGs to 
the Assembly. The proposal contained 17 goals with 
169 targets covering a broad range of sustainable 
development issues. These included ending poverty 
and hunger, improving health and education, making 
cities more sustainable, combating climate change, and 
protecting oceans and forests. 

The Intergovernmental Negotiations on the Post 
2015 Development Agenda (IGN) began in January 
2015 and ended in August 2015. Following the 
negotiations, a final document was adopted at the UN 
Sustainable Development Summit September 25–27, 
2015 in New York, U.S.

????

Pride comes before a fall  
 Explanation: if you are too confident about your-

self, something bad will happen to show you that you 
are not as good as you think you are 

 For example: Just because you did well in your 
exams doesn’t mean you can stop working. Pride 
comes before a fall.

Bottle out 
 Meaning: to suddenly decide not to do something 

because you are frightened
 For example: Did you tell him?’ ‘No, I bottled out 

at the last minute.’

Back to square one
 Explanation: said when someone did not succeed 

in what they were trying to do, so they have to start 
again

 For example: When the plans were refused, it was 
‘back to square one’ for the architect.
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Marriage counselling centers to increase in Iran
Ten marriage counselling centers will be set up in each province of Iran by March 
20, 2017, an official with the Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs said on Tuesday.
Nasser Sobhi-Qaramaleki made the remarks over a press conference with Youth 
Affairs and Sports Minister Mahmoud Goudarzi in attendance, IRIB reported.
“16 provinces of Iran are currently deprived of any marriage counselling 
services,” Sobhi-Qaramaleki explained, adding,
“earlier we had made arrangements to designate two centers to each 
province but considering the current trend 10 counselling centers will be 
licensed to operate in all provinces by the end of the year.”

افزايش مراكز مشاوره ى ازدواج در ايران 
بــه گــزارش خبرگــزارى صــدا و ســيما ناصــر صبحــى قراملكــى يكــى از مســوولين وزارت ورزش 
و جوانــان روز پنجشــنبه در نشســت خبــرى بــا حضورمحمــود گــودرزى وزيــر ورزش و جوانــان از 

فعــال ســازى 10 مركــز مشــاوره ى ازدواج در هــر اســتان تــا پايــان ســال جــارى خبــر داد. 
صبحــى قراملكــى بــا بيــان اينكــه 16 اســتان كشــور فاقــد مراكــز مشــاوره ازدواج اســت، گفــت: 
برنامــه ريــزى بــراى فعاليــت دو مركــز مشــاوره بــراى هــر اســتان پيــش بينــى شــده بــود امــا 
بــا رونــد كنونــى تــا پايــان ســال 95 بــراى تمــام اســتان هــاى كشــور 10 مجــوز بــراى فعاليــت 

مراكــز مشــاوره ازدواج ارائــه مــى شــود. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATIONLEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Iran to host 19th General
Assembly of APPCED in 2018

Retiring Abroad 
Wanda: I just heard the news. You’re moving to 
McQuillanland? 
George: I am. I’ve decided to retire abroad. 
Wanda: Why? 
George: It makes a lot of sense for people with a fixed 
income. Social Security will only go so far here, but 
the cost of living is much lower in other countries, including 
McQuillanland. I can live it up at a fraction of the cost of 
living modestly here. 
Wanda: But you’re moving away from all of your friends and 
family. 
George: I can stay in touch remotely and there is an 
American expat community there so I can make new 
friends. I am a little worried about learning the language 
and adjusting to life abroad, but I’ll be living a simpler life 
there and there’ll be less stress. 
Wanda: But sometimes things aren’t so reliable when you 
live abroad. 
George: Like what? 
Wanda: I’ve heard that the Internet services can be unreliable 
and power outages are common in McQuillanland. Are 
you sure you want to put down stakes in a foreign country? 
George: What do I have to lose? I already have my residency 
visa and a condo on the beach waiting for me. The real 
question is: when are you going to take the plunge? 

(Source: eslpod.com)
 Words & phrases

retire: to stop working, usually because you have reached 
a certain age
abroad: in or to a foreign country
fixed income: an amount of money that you receive to live 
on that does not change
social security: government money that is paid to people 
who are unemployed, old, ill etc.; welfare
only go so far: there is a limit to something
cost of living: the amount of money you need to pay for 
the food, clothes etc. you need to live
live it up: to do things that you enjoy and spend a lot of 
money
at a fraction of the cost: much more cheaply than
modestly: without needing a lot of money
remotely: from far away
expat: expatriate; someone who lives in a foreign country
adjust: to gradually become familiar with a new situation
power outage: a period of time when there is no electricity 
supply; power failure, power cut
put down stake: to move permanently 
residency visa: legal permission to live in a country for a 
certain period of time
take the plunge: to decide to do something important or 
risky, especially after thinking about it for a long time

College student has Kit-Kat 
stolen, company sends 
6,500 more
MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) — Hershey has come to the 
rescue of a college student who had his Kit Kat bar 
brazenly stolen.

Kansas State University student Hunter Jobbins tells The 
Wichita Eagle he left his car unlocked with a Kit Kat in the 
cup holder last month before running into his dorm build-
ing. When he came back, the candy bar had been replaced 
with a note. The thief wrote, “I love Kit Kats so I checked 
your door and it was unlocked. Did not take anything oth-
er than the Kit Kat. I am sorry and hungry.”

Jobbins’ picture of the note went viral on Twitter, and 
Hershey responded by sending a representative to the 
campus with 6,500 Kit Kat bars.

Jobbins stuffed the bars in his car and handed them out 
around campus last week.

Lots of people love the birds in their 
garden, but it’s rare for that affection to be 
reciprocated. One young girl in Seattle is 
luckier than most. She feeds the crows in her 
garden and they bring her gifts in return.

Eight-year-old Gabi Mann sets a bead 
storage container on the dining room 
table, and clicks the lid open. This is her 
most precious collection.

“You may take a few close looks,” she 

says, “but don’t touch.” It’s a warning she’s 
most likely practiced on her younger 
brother. She laughs after saying it though. 
She is happy for the audience.

Inside the box are rows of small ob-
jects in clear plastic bags. One label 
reads: “Black table by feeder. 2:30 p.m. 
09 Nov 2014.” Inside is a broken light 
bulb. Another bag contains small pieces 
of brown glass worn smooth by the sea. 

“Beer colored glass,” as Gabi describes it.
Each item is individually wrapped and 

categorized. Gabi pulls a black zip out of 
a labelled bag and holds it up. “We keep 
it in as good condition as we can,” she 
says, before explaining this object is one 
of her favorites.

There’s a miniature silver ball, a black 
button, a blue paper clip, a yellow bead, 
a faded black piece of foam, a blue Lego 

piece, and the list goes on. Many of 
them are scuffed and dirty. It is an odd 
assortment of objects for a little girl to 
treasure, but to Gabi these things are 
more valuable than gold.

She didn’t gather this collection. Each 
item was a gift given to her by crows. She 
holds up a pearl colored heart. It is her most-
prized present. “It’s showing me how much 
they love me.” Gabi’s relationship with the 
neighborhood crows began accidentally 
in 2011. She was four years old, and prone 
to dropping food. She’d get out of the car, 
and a chicken nugget would tumble off 
her lap. A crow would rush in to recover 
it. Soon, the crows were watching for her, 
hoping for another bite.

As she got older, she rewarded their at-
tention, by sharing her packed lunch on the 
way to the bus stop. Her brother joined in. 
Soon, crows were lining up in the afternoon 
to greet Gabi’s bus, hoping for another 
feeding session. Gabi’s mother Lisa didn’t 
mind that crows consumed most of the 
school lunches she packed. “I like that they 
love the animals and are willing to share,” 
she says, while admitting she never noticed 
crows until her daughter took an interest 
in them. “It was a kind of transformation. I 
never thought about birds.”

In 2013, Gabi and Lisa started offering 
food as a daily ritual, rather than drop-
ping scraps from time to time.

The crows would clear the feeder of 
peanuts, and leave shiny trinkets on the 
empty tray; an earring, a hinge, a polished 
rock. There wasn’t a pattern. Gifts showed 
up sporadically anything shiny and small 
enough to fit in a crow’s mouth.

When you see Gabi’s collection, it’s 
hard not to wish for gift-giving crows of 
your own.                          (Source: BBC)

The girl who gets gifts from birds

Iran to offer 
healthcare 
services to 
Arba’een pilgrims 

TEHRAN — Pilgrims 
who are travelling to the 

Iraqi holy city of Karbala to take part in Ar-
ba’een rituals are offered with healthcare ser-
vices provided with Iran’s Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS), IRNA news agency reported.

Some 235 ambulances, 16 medical 
ambulance buses, 11 motorlances, and 4 
helicopters are dispatched to the westerns 
borders of Mehran, Chazzabeh, Shalam-
cheh and the roads leading to Karbala, 
the EMS head Pir-Hossein Kulivand said.

Additionally, seven field hospitals are 
set up along the roads, Kulivand added.

Millions of pilgrims gather in Karbala 
to mark Arba’een annually for some years 
now. Arba’een commemorates the end of 
the 40-day mourning period after the kill-
ing of Imam Hussein (AS), the grandson 
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), in the 
battle of Karbala.  
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Yemeni army soldiers, backed by fighters 
from Popular Committees, have taken full 
control of a military base in Saudi Ara-
bia’s southwestern region of Asir in re-
taliation for the House of Saud regime’s 
atrocious aerial bombardment campaign 
against Yemen.

The media bureau of the operations 
command in Yemen released footage 
showing Yemeni troopers and allied forc-
es inspecting the damaged military vehi-
cles at al-Nimsa base after several Saudi 
soldiers were killed during heavy fighting 
and the rest fled.

A Yemeni fighter then shows un-
touched tactical vests, ammunition belts 
for a portable machine gun, hand gre-
nades and rocket-propelled grenades 
(RPG) that Saudi military forces had left 
behind in the wake of the Yemeni forces’ 
advance.

The bodies of a number of Saudi 
troopers could be seen scattered around 
as the video concludes with Yemeni sol-
diers and allied fighters chanting “Death 
to America and Israel.”

Yemeni artillery units also lobbed a 
barrage of rockets at al-Dhab’ah and al-
Ash bases in Saudi Arabia’s southwestern 

border region of Najran, leaving scores of 
soldiers injured.

Additionally, an unnamed Yemeni mil-
itary source told Arabic-language al-Ma-
sirah television network that tens of Sau-
di-backed militiamen loyal to resigned 
president Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi had 

been killed and wounded after Yemeni 
soldiers and Popular Committees thwart-
ed their offensive against the Khabb wa 
ash Sha’af district of the country’s north-
ern province of al-Jawf.

Yemeni forces also fired a BM-27 Ura-
gan rocket at a gathering of Saudi mer-

cenaries in the mountainous Jebel Salab 
region of the west-central province of 
Ma’rib; however, no immediate reports of 
casualties were available.

Also on Friday evening, Yemeni forces 
and their allies hit pro-Saudi gunmen in 
the Dhubab district of the southern Ta’izz 
Province, leaving scores of militants injured.

Separately, three civilians lost their 
lives and two others sustained injuries 
when Saudi fighter jets bombarded an 
area in the Bayt al-Faqih district of the 
coastal western province of Hudaydah.

The House of Saud regime has been 
engaged in a deadly campaign against 
Yemen since March 2015 in an attempt 
to bring back the former Yemeni govern-
ment to power and undermine the An-
sarullah (Houthi) movement.

The impoverished state is grappling 
with the scarcity of food supplies and 
outbreak of diseases amid Saudi Arabia’s 
atrocious airstrikes.

The United Nations International 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) says 7.4 mil-
lion Yemeni children are in dire need of 
medical help, and 370,000 run the risk of 
severe acute malnutrition.

(Source: Press TV)
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Yemeni troops, allies capture Saudi 
military base in Asir

Anti-Trump protests 
continue for 3rd night in 
U.S. amid tear gas, flash 
grenades
By staff & agencies
Anti-Donald Trump protesters have taken to the streets near 
Trump Tower in New York and in several other United States 
cities.

The protests began early on Friday afternoon, marking the 
third night of mass demonstrations after Trump clobbered 
his Democratic rival Hillary Clinton in Tuesday’s presidential 
election.

U.S. Police hurled tear gas and flash-bang grenades in 
response to rowdy protests in Portland, Oregon, as people 
around the country once again took to the streets denounc-
ing Trump’s presidential election victory.

In Portland, One protester was shot, voicing anger at 
Trump’s controversial campaign rhetoric about immigrants, 
Muslims and women. 

The unidentified man was wounded on Portland’s Morri-
son Bridge in the early hours of the morning, as he and other 
protesters crossed it during a demonstration.

In the Portland incident, police said in a statement that a 
man got out of a vehicle on the bridge where he confronted 
and then shot a protester, who was taken to hospital with 
non-life threatening injuries. The suspect is still at large, po-
lice added.

Earlier in the night, protesters blocked traffic and threw ob-
jects at Portland police dressed in riot gear who responded 
with pepper spray and flash-bang devices. At one point, police 
pushed protesters back and appeared to take at least one per-
son into custody, according to footage on a local NBC affiliate.

Early on Saturday, Portland police asked the public to 
leave the area. 

On Friday night, they reported that tear gas was used in 
response to “burning projectiles” thrown at officers. Hun-
dreds of people marched through the city, disrupting traffic 
and spray-painting graffiti. Authorities said vandalism and as-
sault had taken place during the rally, which organizers had 
billed as peaceful earlier in the day.

City officials in Portland, Oregon, called for calm on Friday 
after peaceful protests there the night before turned violent.

About 4,000 protesters gathered downtown late Thurs-
day, chanting “we reject the president-elect!” However, some 
vandalized cars and shattered windows on businesses, with 
twenty-five of them being arrested.

In other parts of the country, spirited demonstrations on 
college campuses and peaceful marches along downtown 
streets have taken place since Wednesday.

Protesters in various cities have chanted slogans, including 
“No hate! No fear! Immigrants are welcome here!” and car-
ried signs reading “Impeach Trump”.

More than a thousand protesters took to the streets across 
California after night fell including downtown Los Angeles, 
where over 200 were arrested a night earlier. In Bakersfield, 
where Trump is far more popular than in most of the state, 
some held signs reading “Anti-Trump, Pro-USA.” 

More than 200 people, carrying signs gathered on the 
steps of the Washington state Capitol. The group chanted 
“not my president” and “no Trump, no KKK, no fascist USA.” 
Hundreds also joined a Friday afternoon “love rally” in Wash-
ington Square Park in Manhattan.

In Tennessee, Vanderbilt University students sang civil 
rights songs and marched through campus across a Nashville 
street, temporarily blocking traffic. A protest also occurred in 
Minneapolis.

In Boston, hundreds of people assembled in Boston Com-
mon for a “Love Rally in the Common.”

Similar protests were also held in South Florida as well as 
Denver, where hundreds of high school students walked out 
of classes. Protests also were held in Detroit; Kansas City, Min-
neapolis, Missouri; Olympia, Iowa City.

Evening marches disrupted traffic in Miami and Atlanta.
In Chicago, multiple groups planned protests through Saturday.
Demonstrations also were planned on Saturday in Las Ve-

gas, Los Angeles and other areas.
Previous demonstrations drew thousands of people in 

New York and other large urban centers. The largely peaceful 
demonstrations were overshadowed by sporadic episodes of 
vandalism, violence and street-blocking.

Security barricades now shield some of Trump’s most vis-
ible properties, including the newly opened Trump Interna-
tional Hotel near the White House and Trump Tower in New 
York.

  Call for unity
Reince Priebus, the Republican National Committee chair-

man, acknowledged on Friday the tight race with the Demo-
cratic nominee Hillary Clinton, but said anti-Trump protesters 
have to accept the election results.

From Clinton to Trump
To know, or not to know

 1  Former U.S. President George Bush addressing Cu-
ban immigrants in Miami had promised to attack Cuba the 
day after winning the Oval Office. In contrast during his eight 
year tenure there was not even a slightest tension between 
Washington and Havana, specially the day that he even could 
not find Cuba on the map.

In most of his presidential campaigns the Republican Pres-
idential nominee Trump was confident in losing to his Demo-
crat rival Clinton. If he is to compensate he has to thank Julian 
Assange exclusively indeed. Therefore we might have heard 
one of the most conflicting presidential campaign rhetoric in 
the history of the U.S. from Trump.

At present we people of the Middle East are aware of the 
fact the person whose policies could bring more tension to 
the Middle East did not win the U.S. Presidency and the one 
took the helm of leading the United States is not taken seri-
ously by many, and actually it will take months for him to fig-
ure out what to do. Of course when he gets practical on the 
job then he would realize the heavy price of his presidential 
campaign promises and contradicting remarks, he also might 
encounter a cheerless world gesture which does not like his 
jokes becoming real at all … 
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 1  But does the November 8 elec-
tion mean we have regressed? Maybe. 
But if this is true, what factor(s) forced the 
society to change its mind regarding this? 

1: Mr. President’s unsatisfactory re-
cord. 2: Or perhaps the nostalgic feelings 
of going back to the forgotten dreams of 
an ambitious, rebellious idealist.

I do not truly know! But whatever the 
case, Mr. Trump’s election clearly shows 
that we are facing a major social gap and 
public frustration. 

Trump told the American people that he 
did not trust anyone. And socio-politically 
speaking, he removed the gap between 
himself and the American people and 
talked and acted like he was one of them. 

During the last 18 months, very few peo-

ple noticed his amazing psychological trick.
During this time, we were just fooling our-

selves. But he, as people assumed, was acting 
honestly and wanted to perform surgery on 
Washington to remove a corrupt organ, as 
he said, from the country’s political system. 

In order to understand the reasons 
why people chose such ambitious ideal-
ist, examining Mr. Obama’s 8-year record 
in foreign policy, or even examining the 
records of the Bush and Clinton admin-
istrations, is beside the point and would 
not help us understand the reasons be-
hind this phenomenon. During this time, 
what was not considered was the failures 
of previous and current governments 
that have created the conditions for pub-
lic dissatisfaction. 

The society was convinced that the 
typical politicians are not trustworthy an-
ymore. For instance, spending hundreds 
of billions of dollars on the unproductive 
Afghanistan and Iraq war, other interna-
tional crises, especially in the Middle East, 
and putting too much focus on foreign 
policy, were among the factors that led to 
a sharp decline in economic, welfare, and 
social indicators. 

To understand why the society reacted 
this way, apart from the responsibilities 
and the performances of different gov-
ernments and politicians in Washington 
and also in smaller scales, in the state 
governments, is clearly the wickedness of 
typical politicians. They are the ones who 
must be held accountable. 

But with Mr. Trump’s election, can we 
conclude that everything has come to an 
end and the old democracy has surren-
dered to a modern populism? Depend-
ing on whether we look at this subject 
historically or politically, and whether we 
have a deep or shallow analysis about it, 
the answer would be different. 

In the final analysis, looking at the 
subject historically and socially, it is hard 
to accept that the society has surren-
dered to a rebel driving a time machine 
of fulfilling the dreams. In my opinion 
November 8 is a mere historical shift that 
will be recorded on the calendar as “the 
day of the democratic revolt against the 
inherent power of democracy”. It may 
seem too optimistic, but it is true.

 6  Over the last eight years, since Barack Obama 
was elected, the right has developed new ways to re-
package racism and authoritarianism. The Tea Party set 
the tone for what we are now seeing in Trump. At first 
this agenda seemed so ludicrous we perhaps did not 
see its viability for white people scared of globalization.

 Black Lives Matter
We must ensure our children can live in a country that values 

all human life. Black Lives Matter is about the sanctity of human 
life when scared and fearful people forget that life is sacred.

Trump’s 100-day plan, including the building of a 
massive wall on the border with Mexico, is that of a man 

using an outmoded weapon of isolationism that will not 
revive our economies. He claims to want to restore law 
and order within the U.S., but the result will be more 
police brutality towards black people and migrants. His 
purported support of white voters will result in more 
death and misery as he tries to dismantle the Affordable 
Care Act, hurting white and black people alike.

For black and brown people, our work has got harder 
yet clearer. What kind of U.S. do we want to exist 100 
years from now? We must confront those answers now.

There have been immediate protests in the wake of 
this Trump presidency. Thousands of people in the U.S. 

are marching and yelling “Not my president!” This is 
hopeful. Black Lives Matter organizers and activists will 
not go quietly over these next four years. The Trump 
administration will hear us. It will see us.

Support indigenous struggles. Support black liberation strug-
gles. Support LGBT organizing. Support gender rights for wom-
en and gender nonconformists. Intersectional thinking is not easy, 
but it is powerful. Perhaps the Democratic party will do some 
soul-searching and realize how badly they have failed us.

Let’s all get ready to forge the new skills we need to 
make America a place that values the dignity of all.

(Source: The Guardian)

About 6,000 pro-Kurdish demonstrators held a rally in 
the western German city of Cologne in protest against 
the government of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan.

Police said on Saturday that the rally in an indus-
trial area along the Rhine River has been peaceful 
so far.

Erdogan’s government recently ordered the ar-
rest of nine lawmakers of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ 

Democratic Party (HDP/Halklar?n Demokratik Par-
tisi), which it accuses of acting as the political wing 
of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party, (PKK/Par-
tiya Karkerên Kurdistanê) - an allegation the HDP 
rejects.

The PKK has waged a three-decades-long insurgen-
cy against the state, and Erdogan has blamed Europe 
for supporting and arming the group.

(Source: AFP)

November 8: Democracy revolts against itself

Trump’s election means more police brutality towards black people 

Kurdish demonstrators rally against Erdogan in Cologne

Syria liberates Aleppo areas recently 
seized by militants

Taliban suicide bomber kills four at 
NATO base in Afghanistan
A Taliban suicide bomber dressed as a 
laborer blew himself up at the NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization) air 
base at Bagram north of the Afghan cap-
ital Kabul on Saturday, killing at least four 
people and wounding 18, officials said.

“An explosive device was detonated 
on Bagram Airfield resulting in multiple 
casualties,” the NATO-led Resolute Sup-
port mission said in a statement.

“Response teams at Bagram contin-
ue to treat the wounded and investigate 
the incident,” the statement said.

Waheed Sediqqi, spokesman for the 
Parwan provincial governor, said the 
bomber managed to enter the heavily 
protected site, the largest United States 
base in Afghanistan, and was standing 
in a queue with Afghan laborers when 
he detonated a suicide vest.

Sediqqi said four people were killed 
and 18 wounded. There was no imme-
diate word on the identity of the victims.

The attack, which was claimed by 
the Taliban, underlines the foreign pol-
icy challenge that will face U.S. Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump when he takes 
office in January.

It follows a suicide attack on the Ger-
man consulate in the northern city of 
Mazar-i-Sharif late on Thursday night 
which killed four people and wounded 
more than 100 others. That attack was 
retaliation for air strikes near the north-
ern city of Kunduz last week which killed 
more than 30 civilians.

The Taliban’s spokesman, Zabihullah 
Mujahid, said Saturday’s attack, which he 
said had been planned for four months, 
had caused heavy casualties, killing 23 
Americans and wounding 44. The move-
ment often exaggerates the number of 
casualties caused by its operations.

President Barack Obama had originally 
hoped to have all U.S. forces out of the coun-
try by the end of his term but was forced to 
abandon that aim as Afghan forces struggled 
to contain the Taliban insurgency.

Under current plans, 8,400 U.S. 
troops will remain as part of the Resolute 
Support operation and a separate U.S. 
counterterrorism mission after Obama 
decided to slow down a planned reduc-
tion of the force, leaving it to his succes-
sor to decide future strategy.

(Source: AP)

Syrian troops have retaken all districts 
which were recently seized by for-
eign-sponsored terrorists in and around 
Aleppo during a much-hyped offensive, 
a London-based monitor says.

The so-called Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights (SOHR) said on Saturday 
that the army had retaken key areas 
such as Aleppo’s western neighborhood 
of Dahiyat al-Assad and the village of 
Minian on the city’s outskirts.

Militants, including those from Jab-
hat Fateh al-Sham (Front for the Con-
quest of the Levant) formerly known 
as al-Nusra Front (Jabhat al-Nusra), 
launched an offensive on October 28 in 
the face of gains on the ground made 
by the Syrian army soldiers.

A mix of militants belonging to the 
House of Saud regime, Turkish and 
United States-backed Takfiri groups 
launched what they called a “big bat-
tle” with all the groups there partici-
pating. 

The offensive involved heavy shell-
ing of government-held areas in Alep-
po. According to the observatory, more 
than 450 people were killed, including 

100 civilians, 215 terrorists and 143 gov-
ernment forces. 

Most of the civilians lost their lives 
in government-held western Aleppo, 
among them 29 children who were slain 
by waves of militant rebel rocket fire.

Aleppo has been divided over the 
past four years between Damascus 
forces in the west and terrorists in 
the east, making it a frontline battle-
ground.

Backed by Russian air cover, the Syri-
an army launched operations to reunite 
the divided northwestern city in Sep-
tember.

Since March 2011, Syria has been hit 
by militancy it blames on some Western 
states and their regional allies.

The observatory and United Nations 
Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistu-
ra have put the death toll from the con-
flict at more than 300,000 and 400,000, 
respectively. This is while the UN has 
stopped its official casualty count in the 
Middle Eastern state, saying it is unable 
to verify the figures it receives from var-
ious sources.

(Source: SANA)

18 Saudis wounded in Yemeni retaliatory attacks
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Road warriors rampant 
in Hex
THE DAY REPLAYED – Wins on the road in the CONCACAF 
Hexagonal are rare, making the opening day of the final round 
of qualifying for Russia 2018 all the more remarkable. Panama 
handed a defeat to their hosts Honduras and so did Costa Rica, 
beating Trinidad and Tobago handily in Port of Spain. And in the 
night’s heavyweight showdown, Mexico made history with a 2-1 
win over their biggest rivals USA in hostile territory. 

FIFA.com takes a closer look at all the action on a topsy-turvy 
first day of CONCACAF’s Hexagonal. 

 Match of the day
USA 1-2 Mexico
Miguel Layun (MEX) 20, Bobby Wood (USA) 49, 

Rafa Marquez (MEX) 88
In keeping with the traditions of a pure clasico, 

the clash between the region’s two top powers had it 
all. Both teams scored. Both teams lost influential lead-
ers through injury, with Tim Howard going off for the USA 
and Andres Guardado limping out for the visitors. Despite 
hitting the woodwork twice, Mexico could only manage 
one goal in the first half through Miguel Layun, a bob-
bling shot from the edge of the box that somehow found 
the back of the US net. The speedy Bobby Wood levelled 
at the start of the second period with a similarly labored 
effort. But in the end, just as it looked like the intense and 
fiery contest was headed for a draw, Rafa Marquez, play-
ing in his 134th game for El Tri, turned up like fine dust 
to force a 2-1 win. The result also banished the curse of 
Columbus, Ohio, where the Mexicans lost their last four 
games against USA in World Cup qualifying. 

 Elsewhere 
The first game of the night was a dream-come-true for 

Panama, who pulled off a 1-0 win in San Pedro Sula against 
Honduras. The game was decided by a sizzling free-kick 
midway through the first half from Fidel Escobar. Panama, 
in a desperate bid to reach their first World Cup, now sit at 
the top of the standings alongside Mexico and the Costa 
Ricans, who made their own fireworks away from home.  

Costa Rica were the far better side in Port of Spain in 
their 2-0 win over Trinidad and Tobago. After a timid first-
half, Tico veteran Celso Borges unlocked the Soca Warriors 
defence with a lovely ball up the right side that ended up 
at the feet of Cristian Bolanos, who only had to tap into 
a gaping goal. The home team, hunting a late equaliser, 
were caught cold again in stoppage time with USA-based 
Ronald Matarrita the scorer. 

 The number
16 – the number of years since Honduras have beaten 

Panama in World Cup qualifying - away or at home. It may 
not be a curse, precisely, but the Canaleros certainly seem 
to raise their game when they meet the Catrachos. Friday 
night in San Pedro Sula was no exception as the Panama-
nians’ wily tactics won the day deservedly. 

 Player of the day
Rafa Marquez (MEX)
Games between big rivals are often decided by old 

heads. Mexico’s historic win on the road against the States 
was no exception. When leader Andres Guardado went 
out with an injury mid-way through the first half, former 
Barcelona centre-back Marquez, 37, pressed up into the 
midfield to take over the reins and guide with a steady 
hand. He kept control, kept calm, and dictated the pat-
tern of play. In the end, his old head was responsible for 
the winning goal too. He flicked home a corner-kick at the 
near post in the dying moments of the game, ending Mex-
ico’s losing streak on US soil and handing the Stars and 
Stripes their first home defeat in 15 years in World Cup 
qualifying. 

 Did you know?
Honduras’ slim loss to Panama was a clash of Colombi-

an tacticians. Medellin-born Hernan Dario Gomez (known 
simply as Bolillo) got the better of his countryman, San 
Gil native Jorge Luis Pinto. Bolillo’s game-plan was simple: 
stifle the home side with modest counter-attacks and or-
ganised defence. Pinto, for his part, wasn’t even on the 
bench for Honduras, the former Costa Rica coach serving 
the third of a four-match ban that will end after another 
home game against Trinidad and Tobago on Tuesday.  

 What they said
“This goal and this win was the result of great effort. We 

came to USA to write a new chapter in our story. It gives us 
a lot of confidence and motivation to continue on this road 
and to believe we can get three points anywhere we play. I 
screamed with all my heart when I scored this goal,” Mexi-
co captain Rafa Marquez on his historic goal against USA.

Results (Round Five, Matchday 1)
11 November
USA 1-2 Mexico
Honduras 0-1 Panama
Trinidad and Tobago 0-2 Costa Rica 
Up next (Round Five Matchday 2)
15 November
Costa Rica-USA
Panama-Mexico
Honduras-Trinidad & Tobago 

(Source: FIFA)

Novak Djokovic intends to come out fighting at next 
week›s ATP World Tour Finals and prove that rumors of 
his decline have been grossly exaggerated.

It seems a long time ago now that the all-
conquering Serb was being tipped for a calendar-
year grand slam, having won the Australian and 
French Open titles.

Andy Murray was his victim in both those finals but 
last week the Scot evicted Djokovic from the ATP›s world 
number one spot that he had jealously guarded for 
more than two years.

Since his long-awaited first Roland Garros title in 
June, Djokovic has suffered some crushing blows; losing 
to Sam Querrey in the third round at Wimbledon, 
exiting the Rio Olympics in the first round and then 
being trumped by Stan Wawrinka in the U.S. Open final.

He has not won a title since July and a first career 
loss to Marin Cilic in last week›s Paris Masters opened 
the door for a hungry Murray to steam through to the 
summit for the first time.

Niggling injuries have not helped Djokovic while 
rumors have abounded of emotional burnout.

The 29-year-old admitted on Friday that his early-
season exploits had taken a toll, but said he was 
determined to end the year on a high and claim a fifth 
consecutive Tour Finals title.

“I›m here in London to crown this year with the best 
possible result,” Djokovic told reporters on Friday.

“I didn›t get to recover fast after the French Open 
to compete on the highest level. I had to dig deep and 
take some time to reflect because it was an incredible 
achievement. Djokovic 

“It took a bit of time to get back on track but all in all 
it was a very good year.”

Djokovic, who has spent a total of 223 weeks 
as world number one during his career, can 
finish the year number one for the fifth 
time in the past six seasons if he wins 
in London.

He starts 405 points behind 
Murray who arrives on the back 
of a 19-match winning streak.

“I›ve had an amazing last 
four years at the O2 Arena. 
I›m hoping I can carry on 
with those great results,” 
said the 12-times grand 
slam champion.

“I still feel I have a lot of 
gas in the tank, a lot of years ahead of me. My mind 
is very positive to this sport.”

Djokovic›s hopes of climbing back above home 
favorite Murray have been helped by him being 
placed in the easier group. He starts on Sunday 
against debutant Dominic Thiem and also plays 
French first-timer Gael Monfils and Milos Raonic.

Murray must contend with U.S. 
Open champion Stan Wawrinka, Kei 
Nishikori and Monday›s opponent 
Marin Cilic, but whatever happens 
Djokovic knows their battle for 
supremacy will continue in 2017.

“Looking at his qualities and 
commitment to the sport there is a 

good chance he can play at this 
level for a long time,” 

Djokovic said.
(Source: Reuters)

Djokovic out to scotch rumors of his decline

U.S. Soccer Federation president Sunil 
Gulati says the election of Donald Trump 
will have no bearing on whether the 
USSF decides to bid for the 2026 World 
Cup, while cautioning that no decision 
has been made on whether the U.S. will 
bid at all.

Speaking at a roundtable of report-
ers ahead of Friday’s World Cup qualifier 
against Mexico, Gulati said several de-
cisions would have to be made by FIFA 
before any determination about a bid 
will be made.

“We won’t make a decision until we 
know what all rules are,” he said. “Part of 
those rules are clear. There were four or 
five important decisions that were made 
at the last FIFA Council meeting, and an-
other one or two or three in January, the 
more critical for us being the size of the 
competition and the format of the com-
petition along with the rules of bidding. 
We will then make a decision. Obviously 
we have had preliminary discussions.

In another roundtable last summer, 
Gulati said that world’s perception of the 
U.S. is affected by who is in the White 
House and would have some bearing 
on getting the hosting rights, especial-
ly if the World Cup were co-hosted with 
another country.

Gulati said last year: “I think a co-host-
ed World Cup with Mexico would be 
trickier if Secretary [Hillary] Clinton isn’t 
in the White House.”

But on Friday, Gulati insisted the 
USSF would work with “whoever is in the 
White House.”

“A bid, if it should happen, relies criti-
cally on cooperation with government in 
a number of areas, and we look forward 
to working with the president-elect,” he 
said. “He’s an avid sports fan.”

If the USSF does decide to bid for the 
World Cup, Gulati said three scenarios 
are on the table: hosting the tournament 
by itself, co-hosting with one country or 
co-hosting with multiple countries. He 

later added that informal discussion had 
taken place with Mexico and Canada.

“We have some very different opin-
ions within even our own board about 
that, about the feasibility, the desirability 
or need for joint bid,” he said. “Part of 
that discussion has to encompass what 
the format of the tournament is.

“What I mean by that is two very im-
portant things happen with the format 
of the tournament. One is the number of 
games may change, and clearly the for-
mat may change. But also the qualifica-

tion changes, and number of hosts that 
are automatic participants and so on. All 
those things come into play.”

As for his personal preference, Gulati 
said he was open to either a joint bid or 
the U.S. bidding on its own and that he 
is “listening at this point.”

Gulati and the USSF have longstanding 
ties to former President Bill Clinton and 
others who were part of his administra-
tion. Clinton later aided the USSF’s effort 
to secure the 2022 World Cup, which was 
awarded to Qatar in 2010, and Donna 
Shalala, the former United States secretary 
of Health and Human Services, sits on the 
USSF’s board of directors.

But Gulati said he didn’t expect any 
negative repercussions from those ties 
after Trump defeated Hillary Clinton in 
the election on Tuesday.

“We’ll develop those relationships,” 
Gulati said. “In the White House today 
and in the White House on [Jan. 21], 
there will be people in the building who 
love the game. That’s true in every state-
house across the country. That’s different 
than 20 years ago, or in 1988 when we 
were bidding [for the 1994 World Cup].

“I can name the people in the White 
House who are huge fans and tweet 
about it, come to our games, that write 
about it, wish us good luck for today. 
That will be true in any administration 
for the foreseeable future.”

(Source: ESPN)

USSF’s Sunil Gulati: Donald Trump won’t affect 2026 World Cup bid

Joachim Low, 
the record-breaker

Joachim Low continues to write his own impressive his-
tory, and just how high the man from the Black Forest 

can set the bar remains to be seen. “I’ve been around 
a long time and I hope there are a few more [success-

ful years] to come,” he said after his lat-
est milestone: presiding over more 

wins than any other coach in 
Germany’s history. 

Low’s side enjoyed an 8-0 
away victory against San Marino in 
Friday’s 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™ 
qualifier and, while it marked their 
best-ever start to a FIFA World Cup™ 
qualification campaign, the victory 
also earned Low a notable personal 
accolade. He now has 95 wins under his 
belt as Germany boss, one more than 
the great Sepp Herberger.  

It is hardly surprising, therefore, that 
the German Football Federation recent-
ly renewed the 56-year-old’s contract 

at the DFB. After leading Die National-
mannschaft to FIFA World Cup glory in 

Brazil in 2014, Low remarked: “Winning 
a trophy is wonderful but to confirm it by 

winning another is a tough task indeed.” It 
seems the challenge of becoming the first 

coach in history to defend the World Cup Trophy is feeding his 
continued appetite for success. 

Broken down, the numbers of Low’s reign as Germany coach 
are certainly impressive: 

95 - Like Herberger, Low has won more games than any oth-
er national team coach, and his 95 victories have come in 142 
matches (Herberger’s 94 came in 167 
matches). Low’s win percentage (he 
has also presided over 24 draws 

and 23 defeats) is 67 per cent, also higher than any 
of his predecessors. His most handsome victory in the job was in 
his third match in charge, against Friday’s opponents San Marino 
on 6 September 2006, which Germany won 13-0. 

10 - He has now been Germany boss for ten years, longer than 
any other national team coach in Europe, having been appointed as 
the successor to Jurgen Klinsmann in August 2006. The two men led 
Germany to third place at that summer’s World Cup on home soil.  

5 - Since his appointment, Germany have appeared at five ma-
jor tournaments, reaching at least the semi-finals on each occa-
sion. At UEFA EURO 2008 they were defeated in the final by Spain, 
before succumbing to the same opposition in the last four at the 
World Cup in South Africa two years later. Their UEFA EURO 2012 
campaign ended in semi-final disappointment to Italy, but that was 
made up for by a FIFA World Cup triumph in Brazil that ended 
Germany’s 24-year wait to be world champions once more. 

1 - Low has been named FIFA World Coach of the Year 
once, winning the award in 2014 ahead of Carlo Ancelotti and 
Diego Simeone. 

(Source:FIFA)
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Joachim Low continues to write his own impressive his-
tory, and just how high the man from the Black Forest 

can set the bar remains to be seen. “I’ve been around
a long time and I hope there are a few more [success-

ful years] to come,” he said after his lat-
est milestone: presiding over more 

wins than any other coach in 
Germany’s history. 

Low’s side enjoyed an 8-0 
away victory against San Marino in 
Friday’s 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™ 
qualifier and, while it marked their 
best-ever start to a FIFA World Cup™ 
qualification campaign, the victory 
also earned Low a notable personal 
accolade. He now has 95 wins under his 
belt as Germany boss, one more than
the great Sepp Herberger.  

It is hardly surprising, therefore, that 
the German Football Federation recent-
ly renewed the 56-year-old’s contract 

at the DFB. After leading Die National-
mannschaft to FIFA World Cup glory in

Brazil in 2014, Low remarked: “Winning 
a trophy is wonderful but to confirm it by

winning another is a tough task indeed.” It 
seems the challenge of becoming the first 

coach in history to defend the World Cup Trophy is fee
continued appetite for success.
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Murray must contend with U.S.
Open champion Stan Wawrinka, Kei
Nishikori and Monday›s opponent
Marin Cilic, but whatever happens
Djokovic knows their battle for
supremacy will continue in 2017.

“Looking at his qualities and
commitment to the sport there is a

good chance he can play at this
level for a long time,”

Djokovic said.
(Source: Reuters)
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Usain Bolt ‘talking to 
people’ about football 
career, set to train 
with BVB

Usain Bolt has told the Guardian he has “been genuinely 
talking to people” about the possibility of a post-athletics 
football career and is set to train with Borussia Dortmund 
“and see what happens.”

Bolt, 30, is a big Manchester United fan and still dreams 
of playing for the club he 
supports.

He said: “For me, if I could 
get to play for Manchester 
United, that would be like a 
dream come true. Yes, that 
would be epic.”

The Jamaican has been in 
contact with Dortmund and 
will soon spend two days 
training with Thomas Tuchel’s 
squad in Germany.

Bolt previously welcomed 
the appointment of Jose 
Mourinho at Old Trafford and 
joked that he was expecting a 
call from the former Chelsea boss about playing for United.

“I haven’t got the call yet, but I know it’s coming. I think he’s 
waiting until after the Olympics,” Bolt said.

He then added of Mourinho’s appointment: “For me, 
I’m happy, I’m definitely happy. I think it was a good choice. 
Mourinho’s a winner. I really think so.

“He works hard to win titles and that’s what Manchester 
United needs right now. He’s building a squad and I’m 
looking forward to seeing much bigger players and I’m 
really excited by that.”

(Source: ESPN)

Coutinho has no release 
clause, Barcelona yet to 
make contact - source
Philippe Coutinho does not have a release clause in his cur-
rent Liverpool contract amid reports in Spain stating Barcelo-
na are interested in him, a source has told ESPN FC.

The Brazilian forward signed a long-term contract with the 
Merseyside outfit in February 2015 that still has three-and-a-
half years remaining on it.

Catalan-based newspaper Sport reported on Friday that 
Barcelona are planning on 
making a move for Coutinho. 
However, a source has told 
ESPN FC that the Spanish 
outfit have made no contact 
with Liverpool over a poten-
tial transfer.

The source added that the 
24-year-old is “clearly happy” 
at Anfield and is under con-
tract until 2020.

The lack of such a clause 
in his current deal puts Liv-
erpool in a strong position 
should any of Europe’s elite 
clubs register firm interest in Coutinho.

Coutinho joined the Reds in January 2013 from Inter 
Milan for £8.5 million and has developed into one of the 
team’s best players.

He has formed a formidable frontline partnership with 
Roberto Firmino and Sadio Mane this season that has helped 
Jurgen Klopp’s side reach the top of the Premier League.

Coutinho played a major role in Brazil’s 3-0 win over 
Argentina on Thursday night as he broke the deadlock in 
the 25th minute with a wonderful long-range effort in Belo 
Horizonte.

After the World Cup qualifier that saw Tite’s side move into 
first place in the CONMEBOL standings, Coutinho spoke of 
his pride at playing in the fixture against Brazil’s major rivals.

“Being in the squad is a very proud moment for me,” 
Coutinho said. “To be able to participate in such a group, next 
to great players, playing a classic like this is cause for much 
happiness. 

“But of course we are still trying to achieve our ultimate 
goal, which is qualifying for the World Cup.

“Playing against Argentina has always been a big dream, 
every child dreams of wearing the shirt of Brazil and playing 
a classic like this.

“Today we prevailed on the field, the crowd helped a lot 
since the first whistle. We leave here very happy.”

(Source: Soccernet)

Iran wins Asian Nations 
Cup U-14 Chess Team 
Championship 
Iran finished in first place at the 1st Asian Nations Cup Under-14 
Chess Team Championship on Saturday. 

The Iranian team defeated Hong Kong 4-0 in the last round 
and won the title.

China stood in the second place and Malaysia finished third.
Iran had already won the title of the blitz championship in 

the competition.
The 1st Asian Nations Cup Under-14 Team Championship 

was held in Jiaxing City in Zhejiang Province, (west of Shanghai) 
China from November 5-12.

(Source: Tasnim)

S P O R T S
d e s k

S P O R T S
d e s k

Ali Sabah Adday Al-Qaysi from Iraq has been chosen to of-
ficiate Syria and Iran match in the 2018 World Cup qualifier. 

The match will be held at the Tuanku Abdul Rahman 
Stadium in Seremban, Malaysia on Tuesday.

Ali Sabah Adday Al-Qaysi will be assisted by his 
countryman and an assistant from Malaysia.

Adday Al-Qaysi became a FIFA referee in 2002 and has 
served as a referee at competitions including the 2018 FIFA 

World Cup qualifiers, beginning with the preliminary-round 
match between Palestine and the United Arab Emirates.

Iran tops Group A with 10 points.
The top two in each group reach the 2018 finals 

with the two third-placed sides meeting over two legs 
for the chance to face a CONCACAF team in a final 
playoff for a ticket to Russia.

(Source: Tasnim)

Iran U-19 football team lost to U-20 
England 4-1 in its final match of the 

Continental Cup on Saturday.
Chelsea striker Dominic Solanke grabbed a brace 

in the 51st and 76th minutes while Newcastle striker 
Adam Armstrong (32nd minute) and Isaiah Brown (68th 
minute) scored each for England. 

Reza Jafari was on target in 54th minute for the 
Iranian team at the Suwon World Cup Stadium. 

Iran was defeated against host South Korea 3-1 in the 
first match and beat Nigeria 1-0 in the following match. 

The Iranian team came third in the four-a-side 
tournament while the victory was enough to guarantee 
England second spot in the competition.

South Korea will claim the Continental Cup title with a 
draw against Nigeria on Sunday.

Iran took part in the competition as part of its 
preparation for the U20s World Cup in South Korea. 

Iraqi referee Ali Sabah to officiate Syria, 
Iran match 

Iran Finishes 3rd at Continental Cup

Iranian international striker 
Sardar Azmoun who has 

caught the eye of several European top clubs 
is now on Ajax and PSV radar according to 
several reports in Russian media.

Sports.ru, Sovsport and Championat have 
all reported that the Dutch giants Ajax and PSV 
are going to sign the 21-year-old Iranian striker.

Last week British newspaper ‘The Guardian’ 
reported that Liverpool considering a January 
move for Sardar Azmoun in response to Jürgen 
Klopp’s concerns over the loss of Danny Ings 
and Sadio Mané in the new year.

Azmoun has been linked with several 
Premier League clubs, Everton and Stoke 
City among them, having impressed for the 
Russian club since a controversial move from 
Rubin Kazan.

The Iran international has carried his goal 
scoring form into Rostov’s Champions League 
campaign this season, playing an influential 
role in their progress through the qualifying 
rounds with goals against Anderlecht and Ajax 
and also scoring against Atlético Madrid in last 
week’s group game.

Azmoun joined Rostov in February 2015 
on loan from Rubin Kazan, who appealed to 
the Court of Arbitration – and lost – when 
his current employers triggered what Kazan 
claimed was a non-existent buy-out clause 
this summer.

Retired Iranian wrestler Alireza 
Heidari has been named the president 
of the International Pahlavani Wrestling 
Federation, which came into existence 
earlier this year as the governing body 
of the sport.

The 40-year-old favorite of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Wrestling Federation (IRI-
WF) obtained the highest number of votes 
during a voting session on the sidelines 
of the first edition of Pahlavani Wrestling 
World Championship in the Belarusian cap-
ital city of Minsk on Friday evening.

“Even though Palhavani wrestling 
historically goes back to ancient Persia, 
it is of enormous global potential since 
it employs freestyle and Gregorian 
techniques. I hope to be successful in the 
promotion of the sport worldwide and 
its inclusion in the Olympics,” Heidari said 
following his election.

He added, “I congratulate the IRIWF, 
Iran’s wrestling fans and all Iranians on such 
an appointment, and hope to produce fa-
vorable results during my term in office.”

Heidari won the bronze medal of 
men’s freestyle 96-kilogram category 
at the 2004 Summer Olympic Games 
in Athens, Greece. He is also celebrated 
as a seven-time Asian champion, and 
has received a gold medal, three silver 

medals and a bronze medal at World 
Championships.

The Board of Directors at the Inter-
national Pahlavani Wrestling Federation 
consists of Chairman of the Wrestling 
African Union Fouad Maskot, Head of 
the Pan-American Wrestling Coun-
cil Francisco Eduardo Lee Lopez, Pres-
ident of the Oceania Wrestling Feder-
ation John Tarkong Jr., President of the 
Brazilian Confederation of Wrestling 
and Bureau Member of United World 
Wrestling Pedro Gama Filho, Georgian 
wrestler Eldar Kurtanidze and female 
United World Wrestling referee Edith 
Docsa of Italy.

Pahlavani wrestling combines martial 
arts and wrestling techniques, calisthenics, 
strength training and epic music.

The two competitors try to take 
control over each other by throwing the 
opposite combatant back on his shoulder.

The wrestler is allowed to grab his op-
ponent’s pants or belt as a grip. He can also 
use his or own legs to off-balance a rival, 
hence causing him to fall to the ground.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has 
recognized Pahlavani wrestling as among 
the world’s longest-running forms of sport.

(Source: PressTV)

Iran’s Heidari named Intl. Pahlavani 
Wrestling Federation president

A top Iranian sports official says the 
Islamic Republic has registered a formal 
protest with FIFA over the body’s recent 
decision to impose a fine of thousands of 
dollars on the Iranian football federation 
for “several religious manifestations” 
during a game last month.

Ali Kafashian, the vice-president of 
the Football Federation of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran (FFIRI), told reporters on 
Saturday that FFIRI had formally protested 
to FIFA over its penalty of 46,200 dollars 
for the “religious manifestations” during a 
2018 World Cup qualifier game between 
Iran and South Korea at Tehran’s Azadi 
Stadium on October 11.

“We have clarified in our protest that 
the Iranian spectators’ actions during 
the match were all out of their religious 
and cultural beliefs, and not against 
FIFA Statutes. We have not paid the fine 
yet, waiting to see where our protest 
leads to,” Kafashian said.

On November 3, FIFA claimed in a 
statement that Iran’s soccer federation 
had asked fans to sing religious chants 
and wear black for the match between 
Team Melli and the Taeguk Warriors, 
which was held in a mournful atmosphere 
on Tasu’a, the eve of the martyrdom 
anniversary of Imam Hussein (PBUH), the 

third Shia Imam.
The statement said a “religious 

ceremony was organized before the 
game and at halftime.”

FIFA rules ban political, religious or 
commercial messages at international 
matches.

Iran’s professional forward Sardar 
Azmoun, who plays as a striker for FC 
Rostov in the Russian Premier League, 
scored the winner in the 25th minute of 
the match and chalked up the 1-0 victory 
over South Korea.

Commenting on the 2018 World 
Cup round three qualifying match 
between Iran and Uzbekistan’s White 
Wolves on June 13, 2017, Kafashian 
said that efforts are underway to 
advance the contest.

The upcoming match falls on the eve 
of Laylat al-Qadr (the Night of Destiny), 
which is believed to be the night when 
the first verses of the holy Qur’an were 
revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
some 14 centuries ago.

The event has double significance for 
Shia Muslims as the night of the 21st day 
of Ramadan also marks the anniversary of 
the martyrdom of the first Shia Imam, Ali 
ibn Abi Talib (PBUH).

(Source: PressTV)

Iran protests FIFA fine levied over 
‘religious manifestation’ at match

Ajax and PSV joins Liverpool and 
Marseille in race to sign Sardar Azmoun
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Who was it brought thee here at nightfall, who? 
Forth from the harem in this manner, who? 
To him who in thy absence burns as fire, 
And trembles like hot air, who was it, who? 

Khayyam 

Poem of the day

SINCE 1979
Prayer Times

TEHRAN — The 
Lebanese General 

Security banned Iranian director 
Mohammad Hamedani’s anti-
Zionist animation “The Return” on 
Friday evening just one day after its 
premiere in Beirut.

The office has as yet made no 
comment about the decision to halt 
the screening of the film, producer 
Owj Media announced in a press 
release on Saturday.

However, the Tehran-
based institution that produces 
revolutionary works in art and 
cinema said that anti-resistance 
circles in Lebanon may be behind 
the ban on the movie.

The story of “The Return” is set 

in 500, during which Zionism tries 
to form a union with Christianity 
against the humanity.

“In this animation, we show respect 
for the monotheistic religions and 
we make a distinction between the 
Christianity plagued with Zionism 
and the true believers in Jesus Christ 
(AS),” Hamedani said in an interview 
last November.

 “The movie also centers on those 
Christians who raised objections 
against slavery and then were 
burned due to their faith, causing 
the first true Holocaust to occur in 
the history of mankind,” he added.

The movie had its Iranian premiere 
at the 34th Fajr National Film Festival 
in Tehran last February.

TEHRAN — A piece of tile work 
selected from “The Sky of Kashan” 

series by Iranian ceramic artist Abbas Akbari has 
decorated the “Let’s Meet” monumental ceramic mural 
in Wroclaw, Poland.

A project initiated by the Faculty of Glass and 
Ceramics of the Wroclaw’s Academy of Fine Arts, “Let’s 
Meet” displays the profound richness and diversity of 
ceramic art by the world’s ceramic artists, the academy 
has announced on its website.

262 ceramic artists from multiple art schools 

collaborating with Wroclaw’s Academy of Fine Arts, as 
well as outstanding artists from throughout Europe, 
Asia, the Americas, Africa, and Australia to New Zealand 
attended the project, which was unveiled on November 
10.

The monumental ceramic mural measures 18 x 2.1m, 
and is situated at the underground passage “Przejscie 
Slodowe”.

The mural will remain for many years to come as a 
testimony to events held in 2016 as well as to promote 
international artistic and academic partnerships.

TEHRAN — Cineastes gathered at 
Tehran’s Charsu Cineplex on Friday 

to attend the ceremony held by organizers of the 
33rd Tehran International Short Film Festival (TISFF) in 
honor of Abbas Kiarostami ((1940-2016).

Farabi Cinema Foundation Managing Director 
Alireza Tabesh, the festival’s secretary Farid 
Farkhondekish, Karnameh Art and Cultural Institute 
director Negar Eskandarfar, and a number of 
Kiarostami’s students attended the event.

Speaking at the ceremony, Eskandarfar pointed to 
the fact that Karnameh was the only institute where 
Kiarostami held workshops for a decade.

“Once I told Kiarostami that you have held 
workshops in every part of the world, why not hold 
workshops for interested Iranian students and he 
agreed to the idea,” she said.

She added, “During the first three days of 
the announcement, 1200 individuals registered. 
Kiarostami believed that everyone should attend the 
workshops and did not agree to select the applicants. 
That is why we held eleven workshops with Kiarostami 

on different topics.”
“So many people talk about Kiarostami these days 

but what has remained as his heritage is his students 
who were lost after Kiarostami had gone on the long 
journey.

“I told them if you want to hold a ceremony in his 
honor you’d better go and work. And they made short 
films with the central themes of ‘Life and No More’, 
and ‘In Memory of Kiarostami’, and 51 short films 
were made with love,” she explained.

“And now his students are working and they intend 
to transfer what they have learned to other interested 
youth to help keep Kiarostami in mind,” she concluded.

Director of the festival Alireza Karimi Saremi also in 
his brief words said that Kiarostami loved Iran and the 
youth of Iran and the world, adding, “He held many 
workshops in every part of the world and trained 
many students. He had a significant position in the 
world.”

The ceremony continued with the screening of 17 
one-minute films made by students of Kiarostami in 
his honor, followed by screening the documentary 

“76 Minutes and 15 Seconds with Kiarostami”, a 
montage film made by Kiarostami’s close friend and 
collaborator Seifollah Samadian. 

Twenty-five foreign guests from different countries, 
including Germany, Colombia, Belgium, India and 
Switzerland, are attending this year ’s festival, which 
will run until November 14.

Noon:11:49        Evening: 17:18        Dawn: 5:13 (tomorrow)            Sunrise: 6:39 (tomorrow)
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Art fans visit an exhibition of paintings by veteran artist Garnik Der Hacopian at Mah-e Mehr Gallery in Tehran on November 11, 2016. The showcase is part of a 
project entitled “An Overview of Iranian Modern Art” that is being carried out by Aria Gallery and will run until December 9. Mah-e Mehr is located at No. 7, Nilufar 
St., off Africa Ave and Aria can be found at 10 Zarrin Alley, near Beheshti St., Vali-e Asr Ave.
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Iranian ceramic tile adds beauty to monumental mural in Poland

“Man from U.N.C.L.E.” 
star Robert Vaughn 

dies at 83
NE WYORK (Reuters) — Robert 
Vaughn, best known for playing the 
suave Napoleon Solo in 1960s television 
spy series, “The Man from U.N.C.L.E”, 
and the last surviving actor from the 
original “Magnificent Seven” movie, died 
on Friday from leukemia, his manager 
said.

Matthew Sullivan said Vaughn, 83, 
died in a hospital surrounded by his wife 
Linda Staab and two children, Cassidy 
and Caitlin. The actor had been receiving 
treatment for acute leukemia, Sullivan 
said.

New York-born Vaughn starred with 
David McCallum in “The Man from 
U.N.C.L.E”, a tongue-in-cheek drama 
about battling world evil that was inspired 
by the James Bond books and movies.

“Robert and I worked together for 
many years and losing him is like losing a 
part of me,” McCallum said in a statement 
to TVLine.com on Friday.

The 1964-68 series gave way to a 
number of spinoff movies including “One 
Spy Too Many” and “One of Our Spies is 
Missing” that also starred the two actors.

German, French 
musicians to duet at 
Tehran center 

“The Oxford 
Murders” appears 
in Iranian 
bookstores 

University of Tehran 
to celebrate World 
Philosophy Day 

TEHRAN – Prominent German cellist 
Anja Lechner and renowned French 

pianist Francois Couturier will perform a duet at Tehran’s 
Niavaran Cultural Center on December 16 and 17.

Pieces from their joint album “Moderato Cantabile” 
have been selected for the performances.

TEHRAN — A Persian version 
of Argentine novelist Guillermo 

Martinez’s “The Oxford Murders” has recently been 
published by Cheshmeh Publications in Tehran.

Translated by Vandad Jalili, the book is about a 
professor of logic and his student, who investigate a 
series of bizarre, mathematically-based murders in 
Oxford, England.

Alex de la Iglesia directed a screen adaptation of the 
novel in 2008. 

TEHRAN – The Farabi College of the 
University of Tehran, which is located 

in Qom, plans to commemorate World Philosophy Day 
by organizing a meeting on November 15.

Several Iranian philosophers and scholars are 
scheduled to deliver speeches at the meeting.

The book “Fear of Knowledge: Against Relativism and 
Constructivism” written by Paul Boghossian will also be 
reviewed during the meeting.

The third Thursday of November is celebrated as 
World Philosophy Day by UNESCO every year.
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 N E W S  I N  B R I E F

Sculpture
 Sculptures by Navid Rasuli are on display in an 

exhibition at Knack Gallery.
The exhibit entitled “Enchanted 

Forest” will be running until 
November 24 at the gallery located 
at No. 7, Sina Alley, Takharestan St., 
Zafar Ave.

Photo
 An exhibition of photos by Maryam Zandi, Mitra 

Mahaseni, Rana Javadi and Ghogha 
Bayat is currently underway at 
Gallery No. 6.

The exhibit titled “Continuity 4” 
will run until November 18 at the 
gallery, which can be found at No. 

2, 20th Alley, off Mirzaye Shirazi St.

Multimedia 
 Delgosha Gallery is playing host to an exhibition 

of paintings and sculptures by 
Farrokh Nuroney.

The exhibit named “Physicality” 
runs until December 6 at the gallery 
located at No. 30, Mohajer Alley, 
Iranshahr St., Karim Khan Ave.

Illustration 
 A collection of illustrations by Shaqayeq Jafari-

Jozani is on show in an exhibition at 
Ehsan Gallery.

The exhibit entitled “A Childhood 
Dream” runs until November 16 at 
the gallery that can be found at No. 
22, East 14th St. in the Ajudanieh 

neighborhood.

  WHAT’S IN ART GALLERIES 

Lebanon bans 
Iran’s anti-Zionist 
animation 
“The Return”

A poster for the Arabic version of “The Return”

Stefano Ricci picks Iranian 
 art for new collection 
 1 

“Iranians enjoy a verbal culture and that is why we have such 
great poets. Words have always been influential in our culture and 
I am glad that I have helped to highlight this culture once again.”

Director of the representative of Ricci in Iran, Sara Abuhossein 
also said that the two artists decided to produce limited numbers—
only 20 of their works, adding, “All items are handmade and they 
have been designed and made at the company in Florence.”

Photo: Stefano Ricci porcelain plates bearing designs of 
calligraphy works by Mohammad Ehasai are on display in an 
exhibition at the Sam Center in Tehran on November 9, 2016.
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Abbas Kiarostami commemorated at Tehran short filmfest 
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