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EU will strongly
resist Trump’s
rhetoric:
scholar

INTERVIEW
By Negar Asadi

TEHRAN — A prominent schol-
ar foresees a “serious resistance”
against Donald Trump's rhetoric and
populism by the European Union.

“It can be predicted that the EU
will try to impose a code of be-
havior on the new U.S. president,
Modjtaba Sadria told the Tehran
Times in English on Monday.

Sadria said that the U.S. needs "new
way to talk and interact” with other
countries and this will lead to a trans-
formation of the Trump’s discourse after
he officially takes office in January.

On the surprise victory of Trump
in the November 8 elections, he
said, "We have to consider two
different perspectives and both of
them are quite important. One as-
pect of this election is the personal-
ity of Donald Trump and the other
is the political situation of the U.S.

“| think more than 90 percent of
comments have been about Trumps
personality. In recent political life of the
U.S., including at presidential level, we
have witnessed personalities who are
more or less like Trump such as Ronald
Reagan and George W. Bush”

He added personalities of such
political figures indicate a change in
the U.S. political atmosphere.

See page 2

Trump will be
tamed by reality:
Iran’s nuclear
chief

. TEHRAN — Iran’s

nuclear chief has
said he is not vvorr|ed about Donald
Trump's inflammatory remarks, un-
derscoring that the president-elect
will be tamed by realities of the nu-
clear deal.

“| think the (new) U.S. president will
act on the basis of realities when tak-
ing the helm,” Ali Akbar Salehi said on
Tuesday on the sidelines of a Tehran
conference on the repercussions of
war on the environment.

During his campaign speeches
Trump had raised the prospect of wig-
gling out of the nuclear deal reached
between Iran and world powers in July
2015.

Under the deal, Iran was granted
relief from sanctions in exchange for it
rolling back its nuclear program.

"BARJAM (JCPOA) is not an issue
between two countries where the oth-
er side fails to honor its commitments,
and we think there will be no problem,’
Salehi said.

Salehi, a nuclear physicist, also
appeared satisfied with the technical
dimension of the deal, saying, "Up to
now, the BARJAM implementation and
technical issues have gone well”

As Iran presses ahead with keeping
its side of the deal, the other side is
also expected to reciprocate, he con-
cluded.

Correction

The name of the newly-appointed
German ambassador to Tehran
released to the media on Monday
was wrong. The correct name is
Michael Klor-Berchtold.
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Leader: U.S. neither

TEHRAN — Supreme Leader of

s k the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah

Seyyed Ah Khamenei has made a case against the

U.S.-led coalition fighting ISIS, rejecting that it has
been successful so far.
The Leader made the remarks on Tuesday in

a meeting with visiting Slovenian President Borut
Pahor who arrived at Tehran late on Monday for a
formal visit at the head of a trade delegation.

Iran stops
sending artworks
to German,
Italian shows

. TEHRAN — Minis-

sk ter of Culture and Is-
lamic Gwdance Reza Salehi-Amiri has
said that Iran’s plan to loan a collection
of Western artworks from the Tehran
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Trump must face reality that JCPOA is ‘multilateral agreement’: ex-CIA official

lar tells the Tehran Times.

East as of other regions.

Except B How will Trump treat

Museum of Contemporary Art (TMCA)
has been halted.

Speaking at press conference on
Monday, he said, “This plan has been
stopped for now and | have ordered
further investigations”

Based on agreements Iran signed
separately with Germany and Italy, the
TMCA was scheduled to loan a collec-
tion of 40 Western works and a num-
ber of pieces from Iranian artists for
shows at Berlin's New National Gallery
and Rome's MAXXI Museum in late
2016 and early 2017.

Earlier in September, the plan to
loan the collection to Germany and
Iltaly faced opposition from Iranian art
experts and gallery owners.

The opponents said that the col-
lection could be impounded by legal
claims from the family of Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi, the last monarch of Iran,
and the relatives of the royals.

In an interview published by the
Persian service of ISNA last week, Lili
Golestan, the owner of Tehran's Go-
lestan Gallery, said that some works of
the collection were confiscated from
homes of the royal family and their rel-
atives after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution. EITA

ARTICLE

. Analyst and journalist

TEHRAN — A former CIA coun-

ter-terrorism  official says U.S.
president-elect Donald  Trump
must realize that the JCPOA - the
official name for the nuclear deal
between Iran and great powers -
is a “multilateral agreement” that
reversing it will cause a major rift
between Washington and other
major powers.

Trump “will have to face the
reality that this is a multilater-
al agreement and that any U.S.
pulling out of it would cause ma-
jor problems with the rest of the
P5+1 that negotiated it," Paul Pil-

The July 2015 nuclear deal,
negotiated between Iran and
the European Union, Russia, Chi-
na, France, Germany, the United
States, and Britain, is endorsed
by the UN Security Council. The
deal went into effect in January.

Following is the text of the in-
terview with Paul Pillar:

B What a Trump foreign poli-
cy will look like with regard to the
Middle East, especially Syria?

A: There is much about the fu-
ture foreign policy of a Trump ad-
ministration that is highly uncer-
tain, and that is true of the Middle

for a few persistent themes such
as opposition to free trade and
immigration, the president-elect
has often said different things
at different times about any one
single topic. On many specific
issues relevant to the region, he
probably has just not thought
enough about the issue to have
a well-formed strategy. On Syr-
ia, though, he has been fairly
consistent in saying the United
States should concentrate more
on the fight against ISIS than on
the contest between the Assad
regime and its opponents.

Saudi Arabia?

A: The US. relationship with
Saudi Arabia is likely to remain
somewhat tense, although with
both sides realizing that they need
to have extensive dealings with
each other  One of Mr Trumps
themes has been suspicion about
whether the United States is getting
a good deal out of relationships
with countries considered to be its
allies.  Such suspicion is applicable
to Saudi Arabia, all the more so
given that the relationship is not a
formal alliance with commitments
incorporated into a treaty.

‘: s
Trump’s triumph:
A revival of
McCarthyism?¢

"‘Communists have the same right to
vote as anybody else, don't they?"
—anti-communist crusader Joseph
McCarthy
The election of Donald Trump to
the presidency of the United States
appears to have put much of the

Oil prices at highs for November on hopes of OPEC deal

Oil prices rose on Tuesday to their highest this
month as a growing consensus emerged in
the market that OPEC would overcome in-
ternal disputes and scepticism to strike a deal
that materially reduces crude output.

But the market was sensitive to comments
from officials attending a technical meeting of
the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) which was trying to ham-
mer out the details of an agreement before
the formal meeting on Nov. 30.

Brent crude oil futures LCOc1 were up
39 cents a barrel at $49.29 by 1440 GMT,

@ IRNA/ Mousa Kourei

having earlier risen $1in a push against the
$50 mark for the first time since the end of
October.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude
futures CLc1 were up 12 cents at $48.36 a bar-
rel.

After weeks of doubts over the resolve of
the 14-member cartel, most oil market partic-
ipants now believe OPEC would harm its rep-
utation if an output cut deal were not struck
next week.

OPEC is trying to bring its members
and non-OPEC producer Russia to agree

on a coordinated cut to prop up the mar-
ket, beset by a two-year glut in supplies,
by bringing production into line with con-
sumption.

It said at the end of September it aimed to
cut production to between 32.5 million and
33 million barrels per day compared with its
recent record output of around 33.8 million
bpd.

Some countries, such as Nigeria, Iraq, Lib-
ya and Iran, argue they should be exempt
because their output has been hit by conflict
or sanctions. (Source: Reuters)

Tehran conference
discusses
effects of war on

environment

TEHRAN — On Tuesday, a special ceremony
was held in Tehran to mark the international

Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the En-

i vironment in War and Armed Conflict, which

is observed each year by the United Nations

on November 6.

The event was held with the theme of con-

flicts in the West Asia and increase in the inci-
dent of dust storms.

UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Rep-
resentative in Iran Gary Lewis read the mes-
sage of Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

Ali-Akbar Salehi, director of the Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran; and Masoumeh
Ebtekar, chief of the Department of Environ-
ment delivered speeches during the event.

world on edge, and understandably
so. While a widely known person-
ality due to his popular reality tel-
evision shows, Trump is a political
dark horse whose policies remain
to be seen. Yet, if Trump's cam-
paign rhetoric, advisers and can-
didates for posts in his presidency
are precursors, Americans may be
in for a revival of the McCarthy era
witch hunts.

The ascendency of Joseph Mc-
Carthy to power is a remarkable
story. As the head of the senate in-
vestigating subcommittee, the junior
Republican senator from the state of
Wisconsin held the United States in
an anti-communist reign of terror for
some five years in the 1950s, inves-
tigating a wide range of individuals
from government officials to univer-
sity professors, and ruining careers
and reputations in the process. Indi-
viduals were subpoenaed to appear
before his inquisitors for nothing
more than having a volume of Karl
Marx on their book shelves.

But the sublime irony of anti-com-
munist crusader Joseph McCarthy is
that he won his senate seat in 1946
from incumbent Robert La Follette,
a progressive who not only publicly
fought against the tyranny of corpo-
rate titans and the rich, but also had
been a pioneering voice warning of
the threat of Soviet communism
as early as 1944. As a result of La
Follette's  strong  anti-communist
stand, he lost much-needed support
from the Congress of Industrial Or-
ganization (ClO), a union that had
been a staunch supporter of the for-
mer Soviet Union.
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Intelligence
forces disband
terrorist group in
eastern Iran

. TEHRAN — The Iranian intel-

s k ligence ministry has disband-
ed a 4—member terrorist group in one of the
country’s eastern regions, a security official
said on Tuesday.

Hossein Zolfagari, the deputy interior min-
ister for security affairs, said the intelligence
ministry forces confronted the terrorist team
on Monday during which one of the terrorists
was killed and the three other were arrested.
Some explosive was also taken from them, he
added.

A 220 Iranian MPs

4\ Y write to government
el to retaliate U.S.

2% Congress move

. TEHRAN — 220 Iranian MPs
d e s k on Tuesday signed a letter to
the government which urged it to act in kind
vis-a-vis what the U.S. Congress recently did
against Iran.

"We, members of the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly... would like to ask the government to act
upon a law passed by the Majlis to take serious re-
taliatory measures on the JCPOA," read the state-
ment, IRIB reported.

The Congress last week reinstated anti-lIran
sanctions for another 10 years.

U Mike Mullen:
Shredding nuclear
deal ‘'would be a
mistake’

. TEHRAN — U.S. President-elect

sk Donald Trump should not dis-
mantle Washmgtons nuclear deal with Iran, former
Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman Mike Mullen said on
Monday.

The retired Navy admiral, who headed the
Joint Chiefs under presidents George W. Bush and
Barack Obama, said the United States has seen
enough wars in the Middle East, and he urged the
new administration to look at the Iran agreement
"very carefully” AP reported.

‘| think tearing the deal up would be a mistake,’
he said.

U.S.: Iran’s shipping
of excess heavy
water to Oman no

| violation of JCPOA
. TEHRAN — U.S. State Depart-
s ment spokesman John Kirby said

on Tuesday that Iran's decision to send its excess
heavy water to Oman is no violation of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Elsewhere in his press conference, Kirby said he
would not expect the United States’ government
to purchase any Iranian heavy water in the near
future, according to a State Department script of
the presser.

World’s first
student-made
UAV unveiled in
Tehran

TEHRAN — The world’s first

d e s k student-made unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV) named Saher (wizard) was
unveiled in Allameh Helli High School in Tehran
on Tuesday.

Deputy Head of Basij Organization Brigadier Ali
Fazli and the Managing Director of Tehran Educa-
tion Department Alireza Kamraie took part in the
unveiling ceremony.

Saher’s missions consist of aerial imaging, envi-
ronment controlling, as well as fire and traffic con-
trolling.

The UAV can fly 1,900 km at one flight and can
ascend to 5,500 m altitude.

Indonesian
parliament
speaker to visit

. TEHRAN — The speaker of the

S k People’s Consultative Assembly

of Indone5|a is scheduled to pay an official visit to

Tehran on December 4, IRNA reported on Tuesday.

Zulkifli Hasan's visit is to take place upon an offi-

cial invitation extended to him by his Iranian coun-
terpart Ali Larijani.

Hasan and the high-ranking parliamentary
delegation accompanying him are slated to
confer with Larijani, President Hassan Rou-
hani, and prominent religious figure Aya-
tollah Nasser Makkarem Shirazi on issues of
mutual interest.
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Rouhani: Iran values ties
with European states

. TEHRAN — President

s k Hassan Rouhani said
on Tuesday that Iran prioritizes ties with
European countries and is determined to
develop cooperation with them.

He made the remarks after a meeting
with visiting Slovenian President Borut
Pahor in Tehran on Tuesday.

Rouhani underscored the importance
of mutual cooperation between Iran and
Slovenia, adding that the Islamic Republic
is determined to “develop ties with friend-
ly countries, especially European states”

He said the two sides discussed var-
ious issues concerning the Middle East
and the world.

Rouhani described the visit of Pahor
to Tehran as an important episode in
Iran-Slovenia relations.

Heading a high-profile politico-economic
delegation, Pahor arrived in Tehran late on
Monday to confer with senior Iranian officials
on political and economic relations.

He is accompanied by the ministers
for economy and foreign affairs, as well

general austerity.

M Iran, Slovenia sign three MOUs

Iran and Slovenia signed three memo-
randa of understanding to expand coop-
eration in the areas of economy, telecom-
munication, and nanotechnology.

“The normalization of relations be-
tween Iran and the international commu-
nity has provided Slovenia with a second
opportunity to improve its ties with the
Islamic Republic to a normal level,” Pahor
said in an indirect reference to the nucle-
ar deal between Iran and great powers
which removes the lifting of economic
sanctions on Iran.

He further said that there are "no ob-
stacles to the expansion of relations be-
tween the two countries”.

Pahor also said the two countries
share common views on many interna-
tional issues.

M ‘Nuclear deal is a sign of successful
diplomacy’

Elsewhere in his remarks, the Sloveni-
an president lauded Iran for its commit-

as a large business delegation, according
to the Slovenian president’s office.

M ‘Slovenia to reopen embassy in
Iran’

Rouhani also announced that Slove-
nia will reopen it embassy in Tehran on
Wednesday, after nearly three years of

closure.

Emphasizing the importance of
strengthening bilateral ties, he said Iran
and Slovenia share common interests in
different matters.

The Slovenian president also said the
reopening of embassy in Tehran shows

his country’s determination to develop
multilateral relations with the Islamic Re-
public.

Back in March 2013, Slovenian foreign
ministry announced that the country de-
cided to shrink its diplomatic network,
and close its embassy in Tehran as part of

ment to the nuclear deal, and called on
all sides to fulfill their obligations under
the international agreement.

"The nuclear deal is a clear signal that
all international conflicts can be resolved
through diplomacy and dialogue,” he
noted.

Iran says not passive if JCPOA fails

. TEHRAN — Iran said on Tuesday it

sk will not sit passively if Washington fails
to honor the nuclear deal, threatening to retaliate for
any hostile move.

"It is explicit that Iran will bring them (the Americans)
to senses through countermeasures,” said Parliament
Speaker Ali Larijani.

There have been nearly 50 moves by the U.S. legisla-
tors to kill the deal ever since it was signed, including to
two recent ones, Larijani explained.

Unlike a rare concerted effort to reach a resolution
on Iran's nuclear program, the improbable election of
Donald Trump has apparently ruled out possibilities of
closer relationships.

At risk is the nuclear deal reached between Iran and
world powers, including the U.S., of which Trump was
critical during his stump speeches.

He had threatened to pull out of the nuclear pact
which he saw weighted toward Tehran though he backed

Larijani rejected Trump's remarks about the deal as
“strange” considering Iran’s commitment to the deal.

“That Trump claimed Iran had violated BARJAM
(JCPOA) is strange,” he regretted, saying international
organizations and the global community have ad nau-
seam hailed commitment shown by Iran.

“The International Atomic Energy Agency and its di-
rector general have confirmed explicitly in 13 occasions

Larijani sees irony in remarks
by Donald Trump that Iran
has violated the nuclear deal
because the International
Atomic Energy Agency and its
chief have confirmed explicitly
in 13 occasions that Iran has so
far stuck to the nuclear deal.

that Iran has so far stuck to the nuclear deal,’ he rea-
soned.

In an October interview with French daily Le Monde,
IAEA Director-General Yukiya Amano said ‘I can certify
that Tehran respects its commitments to the letter. The
Iranians are doing what they promised the international
community," Amano said.

Also in formal reports, the IAEA has verified the full
implementation of the deal by the Iranian side.

Days after the U.S. election, Iran’s Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif said Iran has options if the deal fails.

Zarif has not been the only warning voice.

The European Union has also warned against wig-
gling out of JCPOA stipulations, saying it is not a unilat-
eral deal to be killed by one single country.

The outgoing Obama administration which sees the
deal a foreign policy legacy is considering new measures
in its final months in office to strengthen the landmark
nuclear agreement with Iran, the Wall Street Journal

away from his previous rhetoric.

Leader:

The U.S!s anti-ISIS campaign
has been a failure as Washington neither
intends nor can uproot ISIS in the Middle
East region, the Leader emphasized.

The Leader elaborated on two stand-
points.

“According to the first view, the Ameri-
cans have no plan to exterminate Daesh...
and intend to act in such a way vis-a-vis
Daesh that this problem would remain
unresolved in Iraq or Syria!

On the basis of a second scenario, the
U.S. is open to a solution to get rid of
ISIS but the situation does not allow it to
achieve the goal.

“Under the second view, the Amer-
icans are willing to resolve the issue

quoted senior U.S. officials as saying on Sunday.

U.S. neither intends nor can uproot ISIS

of Daesh but mechanisms are not in
such a way that make them able to
do this..”

The Supreme Leader also called
for a multipronged effort by all inde-
pendent governments, urging them
to be more active in the international
arena.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has al-
ways been calling on independent coun-
tries to play an active role in standing
against exercising pressures on nations,
and has asked them not to be silent and
a bystander”

On regional conflicts and the role of
Iran in war-torn area, the Leader noted,
"It behooves all countries to make efforts

to quench the flames of the conflicts, and
the Islamic Republic (of Iran), despite the
propaganda by the arrogant current,
is active and influential to achieve such
goal, but it does not meddle in the affairs
of other countries!

Elsewhere in his remarks, Ayatollah
Khamenei referred to far-reaching im-
plications of insecurity in countries in the
Middle East, saying, "Whereas European
countries failed to give refuge to tens of
thousands of refugees, it has been for
years that Iran is hosting nearly three
millions of the Afghani people and has
provided them with education and living
conditions..”

He also rapped the Saudi invasion of

Yemen, saying, “Independent govern-
ments must counter such incidents be-
cause pressuring a nation is in fact a pain
and suffering for all humanity”

The Leader further referred to numer-
ous potentialities of Iran and Slovenia for
the expansion of cooperation, expressing
hope the talks held in Iran translate into
closer ties in the future.

The Slovenian president, for his part,
said he had held very good talks with
senior Iranian officials and expressed his
country’s keenness to deepen relations
with Iran in all fields.

Pahor added that Iran and Slovenia
share plenty of experience and enjoy
great potential for cooperation.

EU will strongly resist Trump’s rhetoric: scholar

Sadria said that Trump is taking the helm
at a time that the U.S. is no longer viewed as a "su-
perpower”.

“If you consider the current situation in West
Asia, you can see the U.S. policies as a superpower
are not going very well and the question is that why
the U.S. cannot do what it want to do.

“In my opinion, this is a new chapter in the world
situation. | think we have reached a completely dif-
ferent situation compared to the time when the U.S.
carried out attack on Irag in 2003 when the U.S. could
more or less create global front for interventionism.

The U.S. sought to impose the “policy of inter-
ventionism” on the world’s leaders at that time, he
said.

Sadria said the U.S. attack on Iraq proved “cata-
strophic” for the whole world.

M ‘U.S. no longer has muscles’

He added once again Americans want to show
their power to the world but they lack the "muscle”.

“Now, we are facing the discourse of the U.S. at
the recent presidential election which indicates that
the U.S. wants to show muscles, but it does not have
muscle. | think the U.S. cannot do what it could do
at the time of attack on Irag,” he commented.

The scholar went on to say that the world is fac-
ing “major potential economic crisis” and cannot
afford "major military adventures”.

“No country can wage a war with empty pockets.
Given the current economic crisis, the answer can-

not be war. The world cannot pay to go through a
third world war" Sadria remarked.

“So, basically | think it is a new world that needs
new games and new ways of playing.

Sadria said, "We are witnessing decline of he-
gemony of the U.S”"

M 'World is approaching new Yalta’

Sadria argued that the world is entering a "new
Yalta” instead of a third world war.

"All the major powers, and there is no more one su-
perpower, are being forced by lack of other choice to
create a kind of consensus for their major intervention.
| think that if global politics is going to a new Yalta, we
will have a new agreement among Russia, the U.S. and
the EU!

The scholar also said Trump needs to change his
rhetoric to move towards a consensus with the EU and
Russia.

At Yalta Conference in February 1945 during World
War 1, U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Soviet Pre-
mier Joseph Stalin made important decisions regard-
ing the future progress of the war and the postwar
world.

B ‘Americans wrongfully consider election of
Trump as way to express anger’

Sadria also said Trump is “representative of anger
of the U.S. society” which “wrongfully” considers elec-
tion of Trump as the way to “express their anger”.

“The anger of the majority of the U.S. people to

witness concentration of wealth in the hands of a very
few, and wrongly or rightly Hillary Clinton was consid-
ered as representative of those few,” he pointed out.

However, he said, Trump is also representative
of a few. "I think Trump’s populist discourse will not
improve situation in the U.S”

Elsewhere, Sadria described the nuclear deal be-
tween Iran and the 5+1group (the U.S., Britain, France,
China, Russia and Germany) as good for both.

He said that Trump will not have the power to
violate or review the deal, officially called the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action.

Iran and the six major powers finalized the text
of the JCPOA in July 2015 which took effect in
January 2016.

In a speech in March to a conference of the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (Al-
PAC) in Washington Trump claimed that his
"“number one priority is to dismantle the disas-
trous deal with Iran”. However, he later backed
down from his rhetoric saying it was difficult to
violate a deal which has been approved by the
UN Security Council.

EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini said
on November 9 that the JCPOA is a "multilateral
agreement” and that she is tasked to guarantee its
full implementation. EU foreign ministers also is-
sued a statement on November 14 reiterating the
28-nation bloc’s “resolute” commitment to the im-
plementation of the nuclear agreement.
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Trump to ‘withdraw from Trans-Pacific
Partnership' on first day in office

The United States President-elect Don-
ald Trump's popularity has been on the
rise ever since his stunning victory over
Democratic presidential nominee Hillary
Clinton on November 8, a new poll finds.

The Politico/Morning Consult poll re-
leased on Monday showed that 46 per-
cent of Americans had a very favorable
view of Trump, a 9-point rise since the
election.

Despite the significant uptick, still 12
percent of the respondents had some-
what unfavorable view of the Republican
leader, while 34 percent had a very unfa-
vorable opinion.

Compared to Morning Consult's sur-
vey right before the election, overall un-
favorable views of Trump have plummet-
ed by 15 points, from 61 percent to 46
percent.

“Trump's favorability among voters
has reached new highs since he be-
came president-elect, Morning Consult
co-founder and Chief Research Officer
Kyle Dropp said, noting that the "hon-
eymoon phase” is common for new-
ly-elected presidents.

Interestingly, Trump’s transition team
also received very positive scores, with 19
percent of voters saying his transition was
more organized than any other president
in America’s history. Another 34 percent
said that the effort was as organized as
the previous leaders.

Dropp noted that “many of the initial
transition picks including Reince Priebus,
Steve Bannon and Jeff Sessions are still
largely unknown to Americans”

According to the poll, more than half
of the participants had never heard of,
or had no views on, Priebus as Trump’s
chief of staff. It was more or less the same
about the incoming president’s chief
strategist Bannon and Sessions, Trump's
designated attorney general.

Analysts believe that the real popular-
ity test for Trump would begin when he
takes office on January 20. Many of his
supporters are looking forward to see if
the 45th American president would de-
liver on his many campaign promises.

B ‘withdraw from Trans-Pacific
Partnership’

One of those pledges was scrapping
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). Trump
said in a video message on Monday that
he would withdraw the U.S. from the

Abe would have used the time to try to persuade
Trump to go back on his campaign threat to pull the
U.S. out of TPP on day one of his presidency.

world's largest trade deal on his first day
in the White House.

Trump has issued a video outlining his
policy plans for his first 100 days in office
and vowing to issue a note of intent to
withdraw from the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship “from day one”.

In the brief clip posted to YouTube
on Monday, the president-elect said

Strong quake triggers small tsunami
along Japan's northeastern coast

Tsunami waves as high as one meter
have struck Japan’s northeastern coast
after a 7.4-magnitude earthquake hit
the area.

According to the Japan Meteoro-
logical Agency, the quake hit Honshu
at 5:59 on Tuesday morning local time
(20:59 GMT).

At least a dozen people were re-
ported to have sustained injuries. The
tremor was felt in Tokyo which is locat-
ed about 240 kilometers south of the
epicenter.

The situation specifically caused
alarm in Fukushima where the Daiichi
nuclear power plant is located. The
plant was hit by one of the world's
worst nuclear incidents five years ago.

After the quake, people resid-
ing in areas along the northeast-
ern coast were urged to evacuate

to high grounds immediately. Four
hours later, the tsunami warning was
lifted.

The quake struck at a depth of 11.4
kilometers.

The tsunami temporarily halted
the cooling system of a nuclear re-
actor at the Fukushima plant, but
it was quickly restored. Other than
that, there were no abnormalities
at the plant.

On March 11, 2011, a huge tsunami,
triggered by a magnitude 9 earth-
quake, wreaked havoc on the Fuku-
shima nuclear plant's cooling systems
that led to three meltdowns and the
release of vast amounts of radiation
into the surrounding environment.
As many as 18,000 people died in the
double disaster.

(Source: Press TV)

that “our transition team is working very
smoothly, efficiently, and effectively”,
contradicting a wealth of media reports
telling of chaos in Trump Tower as Trump
struggles to build a team.

He said that he was going to issue
a note of intent to withdraw from the
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal, call-
ing it “a potential disaster for our coun-

try”. Instead he said he would "negotiate
fair bilateral trade deals that bring jobs
and industry back”.

M Japan’s Abe: TPP 'meaningless’ if
Trump pulls out U.S.

Hours before Trumps announce-
ment, Japan's Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe,
warned that the Trans-Pacific Partnership
would be “meaningless” without U.S.
participation.

Speaking to reporters in Buenos Aires
on Monday, Abe conceded that other
TPP countries had not discussed how to
rescue the agreement if Trump carried
out his promise to withdraw.

Abe, a vocal supporter of the 12-na-
tion agreement, appears to have failed in
his recent attempts to coax Trump out of
his "America first”, protectionism.

The TPP which excludes China, is
thought to have been high on Abe’s
agenda when he became the first for-
eign leader to meet the president-elect
in New York last week.

While details of their 90-minute meet-
ing have not been released, Abe would
have used the time to try to persuade
Trump to go back on his campaign threat
to pull the U.S. out of TPP on day one of
his presidency.

Abe invested considerable politi-
cal capital in pushing for TPR which
was signed in 2015 but has yet to be
ratified, including overcoming strong
opposition from Japan's influential
farming lobby.

Abe, though, suggested he was
already bracing himself for U.S. with-
drawal from the TPR whose 12 par-
ticipating countries cover 40% of the
global economy. Last week he told a
parliamentary committee that Trump's
threat, if carried out, could bolster
moves towards a new regional trade
pact that includes China.

Meanwhile, the Australian govern-
ment seemed reluctant to give up on
the TPP deal entirely. Australia's prime
minister, who has just returned from a
25,000km round-trip to Peru to reinforce
support for the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
stressed the importance of the agree-
ment as a “strategic commitment”

Turnbull said it was up to Trump and
his new Congress to make decisions
about what they believed was in their na-
tion’s interest. (Source: agencies)

Egypt court overturns Mohamed
Morsi's life sentence

Egypt's deposed president Mohamed
Morsi has had a life sentence over-
turned by the country's Court of Cassa-
tion, which ordered a retrial in the case
that revolves around accusations of es-
pionage with Palestinian group Hamas.

Morsi, Egypt's first democratically
elected president, had a death sen-
tence overturned by the same court
last week and a retrial was ordered.

Morsi was overthrown by a military
coup in July 2013 after having served
just one year of a four-year term.

The organization to which he be-
longed, the Muslim Brotherhood, has
since been outlawed. A government
crackdown on the movement, as well
as other groups, has resulted in tens of
thousands of arrests and mass trials.

Morsi's lawyer lawyer, Abdel Moneim
Abdel Magsoud, told AFP news agency

that the sentences against several Mus-
lim Brotherhood officials, who stood tri-
al alongside him on charges of spying,
were also overturned.

Morsi was tried in an Egyptian court
on several charges, including one of es-
caping prison during the 2011 uprising
against then-president Hosni Mubarak.

He was also accused of sharing state
secrets with foreign powers, including
Qatar. His defense argued that he was
merely engaging all foreign entities with-
in the limits that any head of state would.

Morsi was given several sentences,
including life, a 20-year prison term
and the death penalty. He appealed
against those sentences, but has al-
ready had the 20-year term confirmed
by an Appellate Court.

He remains in jail on a separate espio-
nage conviction. (Source: Al Jazeera)

Turkey: Controversial bill on sexual assault withdrawn

Turkey's government has withdrawn a controversial bill
that could have overturned men's convictions for child-
sex assault, following an angry public backlash.

The controversial proposal sought to address wheth-
er all cases of marriage with people under the legal age

of 18 should classify as “sexual assault”.

Critics feared the proposal could have legiti-
mized the practice of men marrying girls under the
age of 18, which is the age of consent in Turkey.
Thousands took to the streets in protest over the

weekend.

On Tuesday, Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said
the government was withdrawing the proposed bill.

“We are taking this bill in the parliament back to the
commission in order to allow for the broad consensus
the president requested, and to give time for the oppo-
sition parties to develop their proposals,” Yildirim said at

a news conference in Istanbul.

“This commission will evaluate and take into account
all sides and surely a solution will be found!

The proposal was scheduled to undergo a final vote
on Tuesday and would have deferred sentencing or
punishment for sexual assault in cases where there was
no physical force and where the victim and perpetrator

were married.

The government said it

A\

would now submit the pro-
posal for review to a parliamentary committee.
Courts in Turkey permit civil marriages for people as

the bride and

to a pardon
married to hi
vent child ma
18-years-old.
Yildirim's

be sought.
The main

fighting child

age marriage
The bill's
popular opp

young as 16, and many younger people are also married

in Islamic ceremonies.

The government has argued of the need to redress
"unfair treatment” of families where fathers were placed
in jail for marrying girls under the age of 18 - even if both

groom, as well as their parents, consented.

Opponents argued that the bill could also amount

for statutory rape, if the perpetrator was
s victim, and would disrupt efforts to pre-
rriages and sexual assault on people under

comments came after President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan told the state-run Anadolu Agency late
on Monday that a broad consensus on the issue should

opposition Republican People's Party had

called for the bill to be withdrawn and vowed to go as
far as the constitutional court to block it.
The government has insisted it was committed to

marriages, but said the one-time measure

was needed to help some 3,800 families where under-

s had occurred according to customs.
withdrawal marks a rare concession to
osition by the ruling Justice and Devel-

opment Party.

(Source: agencies)
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Iraqi forces fight to cut ISIL
supply route near Mosul

Iragi Shia militias massed fighters to sever remaining ISIL
supply routes to Mosul, closing in on the road that links the
Syrian and Iragi parts of the group's self-declared caliphate.

Five weeks into the offensive on Mosul, the Islamic State
in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group is fighting
in the area of Tal Afar, 60km to the west, against the Popular
Mobilization Units (al-Hashd al-Sha'abi).

Cutting the western road to Tal Afar would seal off Mosul
as the city is already surrounded to the north, south and east
by Iragi government and Kurdish Peshmerga forces.

The government's Counter Terrorism Service unit
breached ISIL's defenses in east Mosul at the end of October
and is fighting to expand a foothold it gained there.

Meantime, ISIL has dug in among more than a million
civilians as a defense tactic to hamper the air strikes. They are
moving around the city through tunnels, driving suicide car
bombs into advancing troops, and hitting them with sniper
and mortar fire.

Nearly 69,000 people have been displaced because of
the fighting, moving from villages and towns around the city
to government-held areas, according to United Nations es-
timates.

The figure does not include the thousands of people
rounded up in villages around Mosul and forced to accom-
pany ISIL terrorists as human shields as they retreat towards
the city's center. (Source: Al Jazeera)

Michael Flynn chastised by
former military boss

Mike Mullen, the former chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs
of Staff, has voiced concerns about the temperament of Mi-
chael Flynn, the controversial retired army general who Don-
ald Trump has chosen for national security adviser.

Retired Adm. Mike Mullen said at the Aspen Institute that
Flynn, who President-elect Trump named as his national se-
curity adviser last week, served as Mullen's intelligence officer
in the Pentagon for a little over a year.

&,

Mike Mullen Michael Flynn

"He's a very creative guy and from what | saw took good
care of people, treated people well, never had any inkling
of not doing that when he was my intel officer,” Mullen said.

But Mullen added that comments Flynn made during
Trump's campaign are making him wonder if the retired officer
is suited for the White House job, including Flynn encouraging
chants of "lock her up" at the Republican National Convention.

"When | knew him, he clearly had the temperament. If it's
the 'lock her up' temperament, that's not who I'd want to
advise me from a national security perspective," Mullen said.

Mullen also questioned Flynn's ties to Russian President
Vladimir Putin and how that will affect his service in the admin-
istration. "Certainly the trip to Russia where he's sitting next to
President Putin and his comments about Russian media tied to
that raise questions, with respect, from my perspective and |
think that's obviously something that will unfold pretty quickly,"
Mullen said. (Source: Washington examiner)

Moscow accuses UN
envoy of 'sabotaging’ Syria
resolution

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov Tuesday accused
the UN Syria envoy Staffan de Mistura of "sabotaging" a
resolution backing peace talks between the regime and
opposition.

"The United Nations in the form of its special represent-
ative Staffan de Mistura has been sabotaging the resolution
for more than six months," Lavrov said in televised remarks
while on a visit to Minsk.

The resolution calls for "holding inclusive Syrian talks with-
out preconditions," Lavrov said.

"It seems there is no other way except for the patriot-
ic opposition and the government to take the initiative
into their own hands and organize Syrian dialogue," he
said.

UN Security Council Resolution 2254 adopted in Decem-
ber 2015 proposed the establishment of a body to head the
political transition.

But it has been plagued by disagreements over the fate of
Syrian President Bashar Assad, whom the Syrian opposition
does not want to see in any future role.

In January and February, de Mistura oversaw indirect talks
which were cut short as the opposition denounced the re-
gime's offensive in northern Syria that was bolstered by Rus-
sia's forces.

Despite efforts to relaunch the talks in April, they eventu-
ally collapsed when the opposition announced it would not
formally participate as long as government forces bomb ci-
vilians.

Russia has been flying air raids in Syria since September
30, 2015, intervening on the request of Assad, Moscow's
longtime ally. (Source: AP)
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Tehran to host 2 intl.
exhibitions

TEHRAN — The 13th International Ex-

d e s Kk pibition of IRAN METAFO and the 16th

International Exhibition of Household Appliances will be
held at Tehran International Permanent Fairground from
November 24 to 27 to get hundreds of domestic and for-
eign companies and experts together, IRIB news reported.

As reported, 216 Iranian and 147 foreign companies
from Italy, Germany, Sweden, South Korea, China, Poland,
Denmark, Switzerland, Belgium, England, Spain, Australia,
Holland, France, Russia, Turkey, India, Czech Republic, Ja-
pan, and Austria will participate in IRAN METAFO to show-
case their products in various sectors including, iron, steel,
crude steel, steel alloy, casting, and etc.

An Afghan delegation is planned to pay a visit to the
exhibition.

Also, the 16th International Exhibition of Household
Appliances will be held having 252 Iranian and 186 foreign
ones from Turkey, China, Spain, Italy, Germany, France,
Czech Republic, Malaysia, Japan, South Korea, Australia,
India, and Britain taking part in it.

New Zealand’s trade mission
to visit Iran

New Zealand's Trade Minister Todd McClay and opposi-
tion MPs will travel to Iran over the next week to take
part in a number of trade-related events.

McClay says New Zealand needs to engage more
broadly in trade-related activities in Europe and Iran and
this mission would offer a valuable opportunity to pro-
mote New Zealand goods and services in these lucrative
markets.

The Trade Minister will travel to Iran with a delegation
of 17 New Zealand companies.

“Iran has traditionally been a very important market
for our sheep meat and butter. Earlier this year the vis-
iting Iranian Foreign Minister said Iran presented a $1
billion prospect for New Zealand. This mission will be an
important first step towards delivering on this exciting
opportunity,” McClay said. (Source: Scoop.co.nz)

Europe and the US are
totally split on how to deal
with big banks

Banks are bracing for another blow against globalization.

According to a report in the Financial Times, the European Un-
jon is proposing to toughen capital and liquidity requirements for
lenders’ subsidiaries in Europe, in order to make those business
units safer and weaken the wider economic impact of their failure
in the event of a crisis.

The proposals, if enacted, would make it harder for banks to
shift capital around their global networks, and more expensive to
do business internationally.

While that might make their separate subsidiaries safer for lo-
cal regulators in places like France and Germany, it might make
the banks more brittle at a group level. For example, they would
be less able to shift resources from a well-capitalized subsidiary in
one country to another that was in the midst of a crisis elsewhere.

The proposal mirrors a similar regulation put in place by the
US in 2014, which raised capital requirements for European banks
operating in America.

While it is something that might slip under the radar in a year
of collapsing trade deals and headline-grabbing popular move-
ments such as Brexit, it has the potential to do just as much dam-
age to globalized business.

The harder and more expensive it becomes for banks to move
capital about internationally, the less profitable and appealing it
becomes, which could raise the costs of doing business.

Meanwhile, banks are contending with an increasingly frac-
tured regulatory environment. The central bankers and regula-
tors on the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision are split on
how to make banks safer going forward. European regulators are
becoming more wary of US counterparts, accusing them propos-
ing rules that benefit their own banks at the expense of those
elsewhere.

Deutsche Bank CEO John Cryan voiced these concerns at a
conference on Friday, saying, "I think it's about time that Europe
started introducing rules that benefited Europe and didn't play to
some policy of global harmonization that sounds good on paper
but is not relevant to anything,” according to a report in the Fi-
nancial Times.

Trade deals are not the only international agreements that look
vulnerable right now. (Source: Business Insider)

Brexit vote wiped $1.5tn
off UK household wealth in
2016, says report

The UK saw $1.5tn (£1.2tn) wiped off its wealth during 2016 after
the Brexit vote sent the pound tumbling and the stock market into
reverse, according to a survey by Credit Suisse.

A fall in values at the top-end of the property market also con-
tributed to about 400,000 Britons losing their status as dollar mil-
lionaires and one of the biggest drops in wealth among the major
economies.

But the UK remained third for the number of ultra-high-net-
worth individuals, who own more than £50m in assets, behind the
US and China. And the UK's top 1 percent of richest people also
continued to own 24 percent of the nation's wealth, the report said.

Across the globe, the richest 1 percent own more wealth than
the rest of the world put together;, continuing the dominance seen
in last year's report. A recovering in the global stock markets in
recent weeks is also likely to reverse some of the losses suffered
by pension savers and wealthy individuals. (Source: The Guardian)
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Inflation rate
drops to 7.5%

TEHRAN — Iran’s

d e s Kk inflation rate for the
12-month period ended in the last day of
the eight Iranian calendar month of Aban
(November 20) hit 7.5 percent, the Statis-
tical Center of Iran reported.

The figure shows a 0.4 percent drop
compared to the 12-month period ended
in the seventh calendar month (October
21).

Meanwhile, the center put the point-
to-point inflation rate at 6.1 percent in
Aban, showing 0.5 percent fall from its

previous month.

The Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has an-
nounced that the inflation rate in the past
Iranian calendar year, which ended on
March 19, 2016, stood at 11.9 percent.

On June 14, Finance and Economic
Affairs Minister Ali Tayyebnia said the
country planned to reduce the inflation
rate to a single digit by the coming two
months.

The goal was achieved in the third Ira-
nian calendar month of Khordad (ended
on June 20) when the inflation rate hit 9.5

percent.
Curbing inflation was one of the ma-

jor promises by Iranian President Hassan

Rouhani during his presidential cam-
paign. Under the previous administration,
inflation skyrocketed to cross 44%.

Iran to host 13th regional assembly

of ICA’s Asia-Pacific

TEHRAN — Iran will
d e s Kk host the 13th regional
assembly of the Asia and Pacific section
of International Co-operative Alliance in
2018, according to Alireza Qaragozlou,
the deputy chairman of Iran Chamber of
Cooperatives for international affairs.
The official said that in addition to the
significant result this hosting will bring
for Iran’s cooperative sector, it will indi-
rectly create income for the country, Tas-
nim news agency reported on Tuesday.
The 12th regional assembly and relat-
ed events were held in New Delhi, India
from November 15 to 19, 2016.
The International Co-operative Alli-
ance (ICA) is a non-governmental co-

operative federation or, more precisely,
a co-operative union representing co-
operatives and the co-operative move-

ment worldwide. It was founded in
1895 and represents 272 co-operative
federations and organizations in 94
countries.

Iran’s 10-month crude steel
output up 9.6% yr/yr: WSA

TEHRAN — Iran
d e s k produced 14.850
million tons of crude steel in the first
ten months of 2016, with 9.6 percent
rise from 13.555 million tons in the
same period last year, the World Steel
Association (WSA) reported.

The country produced 1.64 million
tons of crude steel in October 2016,
with 10 percent increase from 1.324
million tons in October 2015.

Iran’s steel production stood at
16.110 million tons in 2015, indicating
1.4 percent fall from 2014.

As a major steel producer in the re-
gion, Iran boosted its steel mills across
the country in recent years, as central

gy

Isfahan and southwestern Khuzestan
provinces remain the major steel pro-
ducers.

According to WSA, Iran was the
biggest producer of crude steel in the
Middle East in 2013. The country’s rank
was 14th in the world in 2014.

India’s war on cash seems misguided: Will the economy go Nigeria’s way?

India is conducting a big test of the idea
that getting rid of cash can help address
crime and corruption. Unfortunately, it
might achieve nothing more than a lot
of inconvenience.

Criminals and corrupt officials often
conduct business in cash, because it's
hard to trace. So in a sense it's logical
to assume that abolishing cash will help
reduce criminal activity. Scandinavian

countries such as Norway and Sweden,
after all, have extremely low cash usage
rates and also lead the world in the lack
of perceived corruption.

This rationale has led Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to declare a
surprise cancellation of the nation’s two
highest-denomination notes, effectively
invalidating 86 per cent of total curren-
cy in circulation. Anyone with outstand-

ing notes must either deposit them in
a bank -- potentially incurring a tax --
or exchange them for replacements in
strictly limited sums.

The move has already proven im-
mensely disruptive, though not entirely
to criminals. In a country where most
transactions are conducted in cash,
many people have been unable to pay
for necessities like food or medical ser-

vices. Banks have had to work overtime
to handle the exchange, bringing other
financial services to a halt.

It's certainly likely that the sheer
trauma will leave people less keen to
hoard rupees, creating a big incen-
tive to move economic activity out of
cash and into banks. Except that a huge
number of Indians don't have a bank
account. (Source: Economic Times)

Record highs for Wall Street quartet send other stocks higher

World stocks on Tuesday rode the slip-
stream of the first joint all-time high for
Wall Street’s four main markets since
1999, while oil prices hit their highest
level since October.

A powerful earthquake hitting the
same part of Japan that suffered a nu-
clear disaster in 2011 nudged up the
safe-haven yen. The dollar slipped off
a six-month high as the rally in oil and
metals prices also drove up commodi-
ties-linked currencies such as the Aus-
tralian dollar. [FRX/]

Asia's top bourses had made solid
gains overnight despite the clearest
signal yet from U.S. President-elect
Donald Trump that he will shake up
trade with the region.

Europe’s main bourses were quickly
on the front foot too with London’s
FTSE, Frankfurt's DAX and the CAC 40
in Paris up between 0.6 - 0.8 percent in
early trade.

The European basic resources in-
dex, which has now doubled from its
January lows, was the best performing
sector as big names Anglo American,
BHP Billiton and Antofagasta jumped 4
to 5 percent. [.EU]

Stocks are benefiting from a belief
that Trump spending policies will spur
growth.

Volkswagen

puts conquering
Americas at heart
of turnaround plan

Volkswagen (VOWG_p.DE) is putting the Ameri-
cas at the heart of the turnaround plan for its core
VW brand, pinning its hopes on new higher-margin
SUVs and electric cars to rebuild its image following
the diesel emissions cheating scandal.

Europe’s biggest carmaker is battling to recover
from the biggest business crisis in its history after
admitting last year to cheating U.S. diesel emissions

tests.

Key to this will be a turnaround plan for its mass-
market VW brand, which accounted for 59 percent
of group auto sales in 2015 but just 16 percent of

underlying operating profit.

“The fact Trump was elected means
it is now seen as certain that you will
see a rise in inflation and that the (Fed-
eral reserve) is going to hike rates’,
said Nataxis head of equities strategy
Sylvain Goyon. “Some of his strategies
are really pro growth!

Having surged 4 percent on Mon-
day, oil prices were nudging $50 a bar-
rel again. Russian President Vladimir
Putin raised hopes that producers will
agree to limit output at an OPEC meet-
ing next week. [O/R]

Benchmark bonds meanwhile were
taking a break from the surge in yields
and plunge in prices since Trump's un-
expected victory earlier this month.

The difference between German
and U.S. bond vyields were back near
multi-decade extremes after two of
European Central Bank's top policy-
makers reaffirmed the bank's com-
mitment to its mass stimulus program
ahead of a flagged review next month.
[GVD/EUR]

"The return of inflation toward our
objective still relies on the continu-
ation of the current, unprecedented
level of monetary support, in spite of
the gradual closing of the output gap,’
ECB President Mario Draghi said at a
hearing in Strasbourg.
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% @.—- South Africa jobless
rate rises to record
27.1% in 3rd Q

South Africa’s jobless rate rose to a new re-
cord in the third quarter as more people started
looking for employment.

The jobless rate rose to 27.1 percent in the
quarter through September, the highest in at
least eight years, from 26.6 percent in the previ-
ous three months, Statistics South Africa said in
a report released Tuesday in the capital, Pre-
toria. The median of six economist estimates
compiled by Bloomberg was 26.6 percent. The
number of people without jobs rose by 239,000
to 5.9 million while those employed increased
by 288,000 to 15.8 million.

The bank is also likely to be wary
about the uncertainty if Italy’s govern-
ment, as opinion polls currently sug-
gest, loses a referendum on consti-
tutional changes just days before the
ECB meeting.

M Japan quake

The dollar’s dip was a modest 0.3
percent but marked its second day in
the red having snapped a 10-day and
10 percent rise against the yen on
Monday that had taken it from 101 yen
to over 111. It was hovering at 110.71
by 0945 GMT (4:45 a.m. ET) .

Trump, outlining plans on Monday
for his first day in office next year,
pledged to withdraw from the TPP
Asia-Pacific free trade accord.

Such a move may lead to retaliation
by trade partners such as China and
could potentially derail markets, Libby
Cantrill, head of public policy at bond
giant PIMCO, said.

But for now, expectations that
Trump's administration will adopt ex-
pansionary fiscal policies have pushed
developed market stocks higher and
even emerging market shares seem to
have settled over the last week having
initially been hit hard.

Overnight, MSCI's broadest index of
Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan rose

the Brexit

1.3 percent, pulled up by a 1.3 per-
cent rally in Australian shares. Korean
shares and Hong Kong stocks rose 0.9
and 1.3 percent each.

Investors in Japanese stocks also
appeared unfazed by Tuesday’s earth-
quake in northern Japan with the
benchmark Nikkei average closing up
0.3 percent.

“Most of the flow into stocks seems
to be retail-oriented with institutional
investors preferring to sit out the rally
unless they get a clearer picture on
Trump's economic team,” said Andrew
Sullivan, managing director, sales trad-
ing at Haitong International Securities
Group in Hong Kong.

The dollar’s mild weakness propped
up gold prices with spot gold up 0.3
percent at $1217.70 per ounce. Gold
prices have fallen 10 percent since the
U.S. election outcome.

It also helped emerging market cur-
rencies trim some losses after a recent
battering. The Chinese yuan rebound-
ed from a near 8-1/2 low hit on Mon-
day.

With markets moving higher, volatil-
ity indicators receded. The CBOE Vola-
tility Index, a so-called “fear gauge’,
fell 3.4 percent.

(Source: Reuters)

U.K. manufacturers
plan to hike prices as
Pound drop persists

British manufacturers see higher prices ahead.

Expectations for selling-price inflation in the sec-
tor for the coming three months were the strongest
since 2014 in November, according to a monthly
survey from the Confederation of British Industry.
Exports declined, but remained above their long-
run average.

Manufacturers are getting a boost to sales
abroad from the pound's 16 percent decline since

referendum in June. Yet the currency’s

slide is also pushing up import costs and has al-
ready raised the price of Marmite spread, Walkers
potato chips and Toblerone chocolate bars for UK.

consumers.
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Iran and Russia continue

to strengthen oil ties

Three Russian companies have signed contracts for oil
field development with the National Iranian Oil Company,

a senior NIOC manager told media.

Gholam-Reza Manouchehri, deputy managing direc-
tor of NIOC, said the companies were Lukoil, Tatneft, and
Zarubezhneft. The contracts are the latest demonstration
of the ever-closer ties between Moscow and Tehran, es-

pecially in energy.

Since January, when most economic sanctions on Iran
were lifted, the country has been in a rush to revive its en-
ergy industry, after four years of barely making ends meet.
For this, it needs the assistance of foreign companies with
production know-how and infrastructure investments.

Russia has become a preferred partner for Tehran, not
least because it also suffered economic sanctions from the

West following the annexation of Crimea.

As Qilprice reported, earlier this year Gazprom and
Gazprom Neft, and NIOC, signed preliminary agreements
for the development of several oil and gas fields.

Zarubezhneft, for its part, said in July that it had struck
a deal with NIOC to conduct a study on two oilfields that
Iran shares with neighboring Iraq — West Paydar and
Aban, — and came up with a proposal to increase the

fields' recovery rate.

In August, Iran’s Tasdid Offshore Development Com-
pany, a unit of NIOC, signed a $1-billion contract with
Russian shipyard Krasnye Barrikady for the construction of

a number of offshore drilling rigs.

But Russian companies are by no means the only ones

billion barrels of crude.

Ir-an is takiné .orx Earlier this mmonth, NIOC signed a con-
tract with Norwegian DNO, which will explore production
at the Changuleh field, with estimated reserves of some 2

the project.

French Total, the first international giant to return to
Iran, was selected to develop the giant South Pars off-
shore gas field. Total is partnering with China’s CNPC on

o o

(Source: oilprice.com)

Turkey seeking renewable energy industry with make-it-here rules

Turkey is seeking to become a manufac-
turing hub for the renewable-energy in-
dustry by implementing the world's strict-
est rules on local content.

The nation that straddles the Euro-
pean and Asian continents is opening
itself to overseas investors in a tender for
utility-scale renewable energy contracts.
Winners will be required to build photo-
voltaic panels within Turkey.

"The aspiration of the Turkish govern-
ment is to actually encourage investors
to establish a manufacturing facility in
Turkey, for job creation, R&D and transfer
of know-how," said Andi Aranitasi, senior
banker at the European Bank for Recon-

struction and Development, in a phone
interview.

Turkey's new rules may be among the
most stringent in the world and may make
it difficult for developers to work there.
More than three-quarters of all the pho-
tovoltaic sold are made in China, where
companies including Trina Solar Ltd. and
JinkoSolar Holding Co. have been driving
down production costs.

While local content has been de-
manded by oil-rich countries for dec-
ades, it has only recently begun to seep
into the clean energy space. Brazil made
it mandatory for developers to make a
certain percentage of wind turbines with-

in its borders, although the machines are
mostly just assembled locally.

The Turkish government'’s solar tender
may be valued at as high as $1.3 billion
and will take place mid-December, ac-
cording to the EBRD. The deal offers the
winning bidder a 15-year power pur-
chase agreement with a price ceiling of
$80 per megawatt. Building a solar panel
manufacturing plant is mandatory.

“That’s a lot to ask of your bidder, and
the price isn't that high. T would be sur-
prised if there were many bidders,” said
Jenny Chase, head of solar analysis at
Bloomberg New Energy Finance. "His-
torically solar tenders have always been

oversubscribed. This might be the turn-
ing point.

The EBRD has worked with the gov-
ernment in Ankara on its national re-
newable energy action plan that targets
at least 5 gigawatts of solar by 2023, up
from around 600 megawatts currently.
Turkey imports 75 percent of its energy.
The government is prioritizing a shift to
local sources, including renewables, ac-
cording to the development bank.

It slapped a 50 percent tariff on solar
panel imports in July, further discourag-
ing developers from shopping abroad for
their equipment.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Oil prices hit highest since October in anticipation of OPEC-led output cut

Oil prices rose to their highest level since
October on Tuesday as the market priced
in an expected output cut led by produc-
er cartel OPEC, but analysts warned that
a failure to agree on a cut could lead to
a deepening supply glut by early 2017.

International Brent crude oil futures
rose as high as $49.63 a barrel on Tues-
day, up 1.5 percent from the last settle-
ment and the highest since Oct. 31, be-
fore dipping back to $49.22 per barrel at
0735 GMT, still up 32 cents, or 0.65 per-
cent.

US. West Texas Intermediate (WTI)
crude futures were up 35 cents, or 0.73
percent, at $48.59 a barrel.

The Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) is trying by
Nov. 30 to bring its 14 member states and
non-OPEC producer Russia to agree on
a coordinated production cut to prop up
the market by bringing production into
line with consumption.

“With investors becoming more op-
timistic about OPEC reaching an agree-
ment on production cuts, oil prices should

o

Embassy of India
Tehran

Embassy of India in Tehran invites applications (male/female)

for the post of a Marketing Assistant cum interpreter.

b

Qualifications:

in Commerce & Marketing

Foreign Missions.

3. Age group : 25-40 years.

versa.

business environment.

B

Attractive remuneration will be offered.

1. Preferably graduate from a recognized University with specialization

2. Minimum of 5 years of experience having worked as a Marketing/
Commercial Assistant in a Government/Private Organization/

Interpretation/translation skills from Farsi to English and vice

5. Should have good IT and inter-personal skills.
Good knowledge of Economy and Industry including the local

Applications should be sent to Embassy of India’s email address
at hoc.tehran@mea.gov.in by 27.11.2016 with subject mentioned as
“APPLICATION FOR POST OF MARKETING ASSISTANT”. The
application must contain: (i) the applicant’s CV; (ii) a short paragraph as to
why he/she is suitable for the job and (iii) Contact Mobile number.
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continue to edge higher” ANZ bank said
on Tuesday.

"The single most important country in
OPEC, Saudi Arabia, wants it (a produc-
tion cut)... OPEC's leadership is cognizant
of the risks posed by failing to reach a
deal” RBC Capital Markets said on Tues-
day in a note to clients.

“Another fall in oil prices could plunge
the (Saudi) Kingdom further into the red,
imperil key initiatives (e.g., Aramco IPO),
and raise the prospect of higher borrow-
ing costs,” it added.

Goldman Sachs said in a note to cli-
ents that the chances of an OPEC cut had
increased as producers needed to react
to eroding supply and demand funda-
mentals, which the bank said “have weak-
ened sharply since OPEC announced a
tentative agreement to cut production”

Should OPEC and other producers,
especially Russia, fail to agree a cutback,
Goldman said it expected an oil sup-
ply surplus of 0.7 million barrels per day
(bpd) for the first quarter of 2017.

(Source: Reuters)
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BP creates executive
committee to develop
business in Iran

BP has created a new executive committee to explore busi-
ness in Iran which will exclude its American chief executive
Bob Dudley in a bid to avoid potential violations of U.S. sanc-
tions still in place.

The new committee is headed by BP's chief financial of-
ficer Brian Gilvary, who is a British national. Gilvary will coor-
dinate the oil major’s operations in Iran and any discussions
with the country’s national oil company, according to industry
sources.

The move highlights the lengths to which multination-
als will go to exploit lucrative new business in Iran, which is
emerging from years of isolation.

The election of Donald Trump has added to uncertainty
over Tehran'’s push for foreign investment to revive its econ-
omy. The republican president-elect has criticized the 2015
nuclear deal with Iran.

A lack of clarity over the terms of new production con-
tracts Tehran has yet to finalize, difficulties facing the bank-

Df

ing system due to continued U.S. sanctions, and companies’
severe budget constraints due to lower oil prices have kept
most firms on the sidelines.

Sanctions imposed by the United States on Iran, which
prevent U.S. companies from dealing with Iran, remain in
place.

Total was the first major western company to sign a deal
with Iran earlier this month on further development of the
giant South Pars gas field in the Persian Gulf. Norway's DNO
has also agreed to study the development of the Changuleh
oil field in western Iran.

BP's new executive committee also includes Bernard
Looney, upstream chief executive, who is Irish, Dev Sanyal,
chief executive of alternative energy and executive vice presi-
dent, regions, an Indian national, and General Counsel Ru-
pert Bondy, a Briton.

“The separate governance structure does not involve Bob
or any other U.S. citizens and was set up for Bob's own pro-
tection,” one source said.

The London-listed oil major has been working to mend its
relations with Washington since the deadly 2010 Deepwater
Horizon rig explosion in the Gulf of Mexico, and has agreed
to pay more than $50 billion in fines and cleanup costs. Dud-
ley, who took BP’s helm from Tony Hayward shortly after the
incident, was instrumental in the process.

BP which was founded more than a century ago as the
Anglo-Persian oil company, has yet to sign any deals with
Iran.

Last month, Dudley said: “Iran is a large oil and gas prov-
ince ... We're going to have to be very careful. We don't want
to violate any sanctions”

NIOC has extended the period for international oil com-
panies to submit their pre-qualification documents for Iran’s
first oil tender until Dec. 4, the state-run firm said on its of-
ficial website on Monday. (Source: Reuters)
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With an operating capacity of 60,000 bpd, Lavan Oil Refining Company or Lavan refinery, a subsidiary of National Iranian Oil Refining and Distribution Company in southern
Hormozgan province, is one the most environment friendly refineries in the country. In February 2016, the refinery’s hydrogen purification unit came into operation to
produce kerosene and gas oil in accordance with the Euro4 standard.
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Divisive and conquered,
Sarkozy bows out of a race
that has a long way to go

By Angelique Chrisafis

is extreme campaign, during which he took a
errociously hard line on topics such as national

identity, will leave its mark on the rest of the
presidential race.

Nicolas Sarkozy, one of the most divisive figures in
French politics, calmly took to the podium to accept
defeat, vowing to spend less time on the “passions
of public life” after France humiliatingly rejected his
attempt to run again as the right’s candidate for next
year's presidential election.

His thwarted bid to reconquer the French presidency
and avenge his 2012 defeat by the Socialist Francois Hol-
lande had been driven by a lifelong addiction to elections
and a conviction that he could read the public mood. He
once said of politics that “you have to withdraw the nee-
dle slowly” but he never managed to kick the habit. Now,
aged 62 and after 40 years in politics, he might have to
finally bow out.

M A ferociously hard-line campaign

During the right's primary race, Sarkozy ran a
ferociously hard-line campaign on French national identity,
stealing the mantle of the far-right and targeting Muslims
and minorities with proposals such as banning the hijab
from universities. His divisive and extreme approach will
leave its mark on the rest of the presidential campaign in
the run-up next May's vote.Sarkozy had already veered
to the far-right during his failed re-election bid in 2012,
convinced he lost that election because he didn't go quite
far-right enough.

This time, he went all out — saying that France’s identity
and unity was threatened, targeting Islam and immigrants,
promising to limit the French nationality rights of children
born of foreign parents, saying that the only true ancestors
of France were the Gauls, insisting that children who don't
eat pork should lose their special school dinner options
and instead eat chips. Despite having supported Hillary
Clinton in the U.S. election, Sarkozy quickly turned his
attentions to a victorious Donald Trump, attempting to
style himself as a similar anti-elite figure and promising to
rail against the politically correct.

The former French president failed to win the right's
nomination largely because of his enduringly unpopular
personality after five years in power between 2007 and
2012. A very large majority of French voters on both
the left and right clearly
didn't want to see him in
power again.

But his vehement
appropriation  of  the
ideas of the far-right Front
National's Marine Le Pen
have only served to give
her more credibility and
legitimacy. Le Pen will
benefit from that for the
rest of the campaign.
She is easily tipped to
make it through to the
final round of next year’s
presidential race.

It remains to be seen
what Sarkozy does next. In 2014, two years after he first
promised to retire from politics, he returned to lead the
rightwing Les Républicains party, which he renamed, in
order to position himself as the right’s natural candidate
for next year’s presidential race.

His primary campaign in recent months was shaken
when he was forced to protest his innocence in the face of
a series of legal investigations. The French state prosecutor
recommended he should face a criminal trial over alleged
illegal campaign funding over the vast, costly stadium
rallies of his failed reelection campaign in 2012.

Then a French-Lebanese businessman this month
publicly repeated claims that the former Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi gave €50m (£43m) to fund Nicolas
Sarkozy's successful 2007 campaign for the French
presidency. The businessman said he personally handed
over cases stuffed with Libyan cash to Sarkozy and his
chief of staff. Sarkozy denied the charges outright but lost
his cool in the last TV debate calling a question over the
case “disgraceful”.

France knows better than to presume Sarkozy will now
retire. He is still angered at criticism of his five years in
power, which were dominated by the 2008 financial crisis
and its fallout. He claims that, while in office, he “saved
Europe, if not the world, from a major crisis”.

But this time he said he felt “no bitterness, no sadness”
and simply wished France "good luck”.

(Source: The Guardian)

The former
French president
failed to win

the right’s
nomination
largely because
of his enduringly
unpopular
personality after
five years in
power between
2007 and 2012.

INTERNATIONAL

NOVEMBER 23, 2016

Trump’s challenge:
Solving the Middle East’s many problems

By Ben Wedeman

he next U.S .President will have
I a lot of global challenges to deal
with, and the Middle East is one

of them.

B Trump on the Middle East

“If T become President, the era of
nation-building will be ended. Our new
approach, which must be shared by both
parties in America, by our allies overseas,
and by our friends in the Middle East,
must be to halt the spread of Radical
Islam,” Trump announced in a foreign
policy speech in August.

B One map that sums up the
Middle East

There are four active wars in the Middle
East -- Iraqg, Syria, Yemen and Libya -- and
the U.S. is involved to varying degrees in
all of them. And where there isn't full-scale
war, there is profound uncertainty.

In Egypt, the economy is in steep
decline and the regime of President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi is waging a low level
battle against an affiliate of ISIL in the
Sinai Peninsula.

Israel is never far from launching yet
another war on Gaza (there have been
three in the past seven years).

Turkey has locked up or dismissed
tens of thousands of policemen,
soldiers, teachers and other government
employees in the aftermath of the
failed July 15 coup, is fighting Kurdish
separatists, has intervened in Syria and is
threatening to join the fight against ISIL in
Iraq against the wishes of the government
in Baghdad.

Saudi Arabia is facing huge financial
troubles, thanks to falling oil prices and
a lack of other significant sources of
income.

All of the above have created an
atmosphere of profound instability, which
is why hundreds of thousands of people
are trying to flee to Europe.

To sum it up, the Middle East is a
mess (partially due to Western meddling,
it must be stressed) devoid of easy
solutions.

U.S. policy in the Middle East is not working. Post-1945 U.S.

involvement in the region has been a disaster, post-9/11 even worse.

B What is Trump's top Middle East
priority in the first 100 days?

Trump should conduct a thorough
review of U.S. policy on the Middle East
since 1945 -- what went right (very little) and
what went wrong (just about everything).

What worked was the softer approach,
focusing on education and trade. What
has not worked is military intervention,
regime change, and grand schemes to
reshape the region.

He will have a big job getting up to
speed on the Middle East, and the State
Department and Pentagon will have to
brief him on international law and military
strategy. No, you can't keep Irag’s oil, and
no, “bombing the s***" out of ISIL (whatever
that means) isn't going to fix anything.

B Can Trump fix this in the first
term?

No. Not in the first term, not in the
foreseeable future. If the lessons of the

last decades are anything to go by, the
“solution” to one problem usually means
the creation of another.

Saddam Hussein was perceived as
a "problem, so President George W.
Bush led the "Coalition of the Willing" to
depose him, and now we have ISIL. The
U.S., its allies, and Iragi forces are dealing
with ISIL -- but having spent copious
amounts of time in Iraq in recent years,
[ have yet to meet a single person who
labors under the delusion that peace and
prosperity will follow the terror group’s
demise. Syria is, if anything, even more
intractable.

And then there is poor Yemen, the
poorest country in the Arab world. Saudi
Arabia and its Persian Gulf allies, the
richest countries in the Arab world, are
busy mauling it with U.S. and Western-
made weapons. On the Israel-Palestinian
question, one  administration  after

another has exerted half-hearted efforts
to resolve the conflict, to no avail.

Look, U.S. policy in the Middle East is
not working. Post-1945 U.S. involvement
in the region has been a disaster, post-
9/11 even worse. Something has to
change. My advice to Trump is: Pull back.
Stop messing around in the region. Focus
on what has worked in the past, like
education and trade. Stop selling obscene
amounts of weaponry to regimes that use
them to fuel wars. The job of President
of the United States is a thankless one,
and when it comes to the Middle East, a
hopeless one as well.

Abig one -- Syria was the top international
priority according to a very unscientific
poll of CNN readers who took part in our
interactive feature on the 10 biggest global
challenges facing the next President. Iran
was fourth and Iraq came in sixth.

(Source: CNN)

In one of the grandest experiments in
restorative justice, Colombia has a new
peace pact aimed at ending a long
war. The key element that was missing:
restitution to victims by the war's
perpetrators.

The practice of “restorative justice”
has steadily spread around the world
over the past quarter century, both
in resolving normal crimes as well as
in helping countries coming out of a
conflict. But the most visible and massive
attempt to use it is in Colombia, which
seeks to end a 52-year war. Getting it
right has not come easy, but Colombia’s
likely success could become a model for
other conflict zones.

In a surprise vote last month,
Colombians shotdown the government'’s
proposed peace deal with Marxist
rebels that included some leniency for
the group’s 6,000 guerrillas still in jungle
hide-outs. The "no" side demanded that
the rebels of the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC) be more
active in supporting the war's victims.

Stunned by the vote, President Juan
Manuel Santos quickly negotiated a
new deal with FARC. A new agreement
was announced, one that adopts many
of the complaints of the original pact’s
opponents. The key addition: The rebels
promise to declare and hand over all
their assets — mostly earned from drug
trafficking and kidnapping — that will
then be used for reparations to victims.

The first pact had included most of

the main elements of restorative justice:

truth telling about crimes, a commitment
to not return to violence, and a system
of justice that balances punishment with
forgiveness. But the rebels were not
required to assist Colombian society in
becoming whole again by helping to heal
the lives of their victims. Now they bear
a burden to repair the country, a form of
punitive justice that goes beyond jail time.

The rebels also agreed to more
stringent forms of confinement for
those convicted of crimes by a special
tribunal. And they will still be welcomed
to participate in politics and hold seats
in Congress, a concession to the group’s
longtime political goals. “The reason
for all peace processes in the world is
precisely so that guerrillas leave their
arms and can participate in politics
legally,” Santos said.

The new pactis expectedto be approved
by Congress soon. The alternative to a
peace pact was more war. The rebels might
have lost that war someday but instead
they have now volunteered to give up
their arms — and provide restitution.At the
heart of restorative justice is the concept
of a perpetrator willingly admitting his or
her wrongs and putting things right, not
only for victims but for the well-being of
the wider community.

Admitting  one’s  mistakes  and
making amends can help lessen the
wounds of a war. If Colombia’s attempt
at this form of justice succeeds, it may
make it easier for other countries, such
as Syria, to gain peace.

(Source: CSM)

By Michael Rubin

rdogan fears that at trial the
Eprisoners will raise questions he
does not want addressed.

Based on a number of conversations
with Turks in the security forces and press,
as well as some whose family members
have been arrested in the widespread
purge which Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan unleashed in the wake
of the abortive July 15 coup, I had
speculated that Erdogan might massacre
political prisoners under the guise of
crushing a fictitious prison riot.

Now, according to the Turkish
press, it appears that the liquidation of
prisoners may be getting nearer.

A few days ago, a parliamentarian
from Erdogan’s ruling party threatened
to have people invade the prisons and
slaughter the prisoners. It appears
Erdogan fears that if the judiciary
begins trial for key political prisoners,
the prisoners would have a venue at
which to speak and raise questions
Erdogan does not want addressed,
especially with regard to the possibility
that the events on the evening of July
15 were Turkey's equivalent of the
Reichstag fire.

As far as Erdogan is concerned,
burying prisoners might bury discussion
of his own crimes.

Is such a fear justified? Consider the
following from some on the ground
near the prisons: Erdogan has installed
anti-aircraft weaponry in Sincan and

coup prisoners are kept. There are now
reportedly tanks in the Silivri prison,
apparently aiming at Building Nine,
where Yakup Sayagili, the police chief who
carried out the corruption investigation
into Reza Zarrab which also implicated
Erdogan and his sons, is incarcerated.
AKP trolls have been circulating kill lists
on which Saygili and other prominent
prisoners' names are listed.

M Here's the danger

Erdogan considers President Barack
Obama and Secretary of State John
Kerry to be weak. At the very least, he
realizes that their bark is worse than
their bite. If Erdogan orders his forces to
fire on the prisons—maximum security
facilities where many prisoners are
sitting ducks in their cells—the worst
he believes he will receive are self-
righteous tweets from Kerry or perhaps
Samantha Power, U.S .ambassador to
the United Nations.

Erdogan believes whatever punitive
policy they might dish out will last only
until the Trump administration takes
office. This is one of the reason why
the recent rhetoric about Turkey on the
part of Vice President-elect Mike Pence
and presumptive National Security
Advisor Michael Flynn have been quite
dangerous.

Sometimes dictators seek praise not
because they want rapprochement, but
rather because they believe it signals a
green light to reprehensible actions.

(Source: Newsweek)
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By Mina Ahmadi

he implementation of Iran’s nu-

I clear deal with the P5+1 group
of countries, which is known as

the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion JCPOA), and removal of sanctions
imposed on Iran is an issue, which will
affect Iran’s relations with many states.

As a result, economic relations be-
tween Iran and the Russian Federation
have been offered with many new op-
portunities in post-JCPOA era and the
deal will be an end to an eight-year pe-
riod in which trade exchanges between
the two countries were in decline.

Shortly after the landmark nucle-
ar deal between Iran and six global
powers, Russian President Veladimir
Putin traveled to Tehran and pledged
to deepen their economic and political
ties in the post-nuclear deal era.

More signs also indicate that Russia
is already working on what may be a
special economic alliance with Iran and
is preparing a road map for dozens of
joint economic projects with Iran.

In an indication of Russia’s goodwill
to promote cooperation with its neigh-
boring country, Iran, the Russian Fed-
eration Council chief Valentina Ivanov-
na, heading a high-ranking delegation,
arrived in Iran on Nov 13 for a two-day
official visit.

The visit of the head of the Russian
Federation Council to Iran was part of
visits between Tehran and Moscow fol-
lowing the implementation of JCPOA
and would mark a significant land-
mark for fostering the level of trade
transactions, as well as parliamentary,
economic and security cooperation
between the two nations.

In an interview with Rossiya Segod-
nya News Agency prior to her visit to
Iran, Ivanovna underscored that rela-
tions between Tehran and Moscow will
regularly continue at the highest level
possible as a token of close coopera-
tion between the two countries, adding
the parliaments of the two countries
enjoy constructive and active cooper-
ation as well.

Touching upon successful outcomes
of fostering ties between the Iranian
and Russian parliaments, she stressed
that the visit is another step forward to
consolidate bilateral relations which is

WELCOME TO OUR WORLD
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Clear testament to
Tehran- Moscow deep tles

of high significance for the whole re-
gion.

While in Iran, she discussed variety
of issues including ways to improve
parliamentary cooperation and rein-
force convergence in the Middle East
to fight terrorism in Syria in the talks
with senior Iranian officials including
President Hassan Rouhani, Parliament
Speaker Ali Larijani and Foreign Minis-
ter Mohammad Javad Zarif.

Bl “Clear testament”
ran-Moscow deep ties

In a meeting with Ivanovna, Presi-
dent Rouhani stressed that Iran-Rus-
sia’s relations are at their uppermost
level in recent decades, adding the
two countries need to make use of the
post-nuclear deal situation to further
strengthen cooperation in economic,
cultural, scientific and technological

to Teh-

arenas.
"The Islamic Republic of Iran is re-
solved to expand relations with the

Russian Federation in all fields, Pres-
ident Rouhani said, adding the two
countries’ cooperation on peaceful
nuclear energy activities a “clear tes-
tament” to Tehran-Moscow deep ties,
and welcomed the development of en-
ergy and nuclear cooperation with the
Eurasian country.

“Russia played a constructive role in
the nuclear agreement and even today,
it can be very effective in helping other
parties to the deal to implement their
commitments,” he added.

Rouhani further called for facilitation
of banking transactions, customs-relat-
ed issues, visa issuance process, pro-
moting free trade, joint academic activ-
ities, as well as cooperation in the fields
of aerospace and new technologies.

Rouhani also noted the strategic
cooperation between Iran and Russia
to fight terrorism, stressing that such
cooperation will continue until the
eradication of terrorism in the region.

The visit of the head of the Russian
Federation Council to Iran would mark

a significant landmark for fosterin
level of trade transactions, as we

the
as

parliamentary, economic and security
cooperation between the two nations.

SARMAN Co.

Next to Pol-E-Roomi, Tehran -

Iran

The chairperson of Russia’s Federation
Council highlighted Moscow’s call for

an all-out coo

eration with Iran in

various fields of combating terrorism,
trade transactions, energy and peaceful
nuclear activities

The chairperson of Russia’s Federa-
tion Council, for her part, highlighted
Moscow's call for an all-out coopera-
tion with Iran in various fields of com-
bating terrorism, trade transactions,
energy and peaceful nuclear activities;
“the JCPOA has opened new horizons
for cooperation between Tehran and
Moscow, and Russian companies ac-
tive in the field of energy are keen on
participating in Iranian projects,” she
added.

She also expressed hope that the
two countries’ joint economic commis-
sion will be formed in the near future to
further facilitate joint cooperation.

[l Boosting mutual strategic
ties

Zarif and Ivanovna also called for
further efforts to reinforce strategic ties

between Tehran and Moscow.

The two sides called Iran-Russia re-
lations strategic and stressed the need
for further development of bilateral ties
including the move towards abolition
of visa requirements.

During the meeting, they touched
upon different range of issues, includ-
ing holding joint economic commis-
sion, the need for cooperation to de-
velop faster Convention on the Legal
Status of the Caspian Sea, advancing
parliamentary relations, bilateral coop-
eration, increasing convergence on the
Middle East, especially the fight against
terrorism in Syria, ways to implement
the agreements already signed by
President Rouhani and President Pu-
tin, cooperation on energy, the South-
North corridor, construction of thermal
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and nuclear power plants and supply-
ing electric trains to Iran by the Russian
companies.

Bl Tehran-Moscow trade soar-
ing

Talking to Ivanovna, Larijani ex-
pressed satisfaction with the soaring
trend of economic and security coop-
eration between Iran and Russia, de-
scribing the two countries’ parliamen-
tary ties as very close and friendly.

Describing his meeting with sen-
ior Russian official as constructive and
fruitful, Larijani said at the presser, “she
had some good proposals and sug-
gestions for regional and security co-
operation between the two countries!

He stressed that the recent devel-
opments on the international scene
and joint cooperation with Russia in the
region had led to constructive talks and
negotiations between the two nations.

The Russian senior official, for her
part, commended Iran's nuclear deal,
saying "the 5+1 agreement has pro-
vided proper conditions for expanding
cooperation in various fields of indus-
try, science and culture, and we should
use this potential to the benefit of both
countries!

She went on to add, “as of now, the
complex and problematic conditions
on the international scene give even
more momentum to the development
of relations between Iran and Russia."

She further stressed that the eco-
nomic and trade relations between
Tehran and Moscow are growing rap-
idly.

Various extents and outcomes
of Moscow's will to expand ties with
Tehran can be also surveyed within
framework of Islamic Republic of Iran’s
foreign policy strategy and its pivotal
regional role.

During the past few decades, Teh-
ran’s regional approach and strategy
have been traditionally focused on sig-
nificant regional issues and interaction
with partners on the basis of securi-
ty-building, stabilizing and expedien-
cy-oriented tendency.

Unquestionably, the fresh round
of collaboration between Tehran and
Moscow is a natural response by Ira-
nian and Russian foreign policies in the
face of new regional and global devel-
opments.
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Pars Diplomatic Real Estate

Apartment

Apt. in Fereshteh
31 FL, 310 sq.m, 4 bdrs, furn &
unfurn, SPJ, nice lobby,
nice balcony, 7000 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
175 sq.m, 3 bdrs, furn, $2800

Mr.king: 09128440154

Super Luxury Apt. in Mahmoudieh
240 sq.m, 2 bdrs + one suite,
furn & unfurn, beautiful lobby,
Pkg, SPJ, roof garden, equipped
kitchen, 5500 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Vanak
Brand new, 80 sq.m, 3 bdrs,
unfurn, stone floor, $2500

Mr.king: 09128440154

Apt. in Velenjak
150 sq.m, 2 bdrs, furn,
marble floor, $2300
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Villa

Duplex Villa in Mahmoudieh
400 sq.m built up, 5 rooms,
nice balcony, green garden,

outdoor pool, $8000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Darous
1200 sq.m built up in 700 sq.m
land, 6 rooms, outdoor pool, stone
floor, Suitable For Embassies,

$18000
Mr.king: 09128440154

Villa in Farmanieh
600 sq.m land in 1000 sq.m built
up, pool, nice garden,
all renovated, $6500
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Farmanieh
800 sq.m built up, 4 bdrs,
pool, garden, Pkg, completely

renovated, Suitable for Residency

Ask Us Your Required Short
Term / Long Term Furnished
&Unfurnished Apartments.
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Building

Whole Bldg. in Mahmoudieh
3-Storey, each floor 175 sq.m with
3 rooms, one small suit with 2
rooms, lobby, Pkg, renovated,
Suitable For Embassies, $12000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Bldg. in Farmanieh
10 units, each 170 sq.m, totally 30
rooms, Pkg lots, outdoor pool,
completely renovated, $18000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Brand Newrléll]%.n in North of

3500 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.m
land, each apt. 3 rooms,
indoor pool, Pkg
Mr.king: 09128440154

Brand New Bldg. in Ajoodaniyeh
4000 sq.m built up in 1500 sq.m
land, totally 8 apts, 4 units are 250

Occasion

Apt. in Farmanieh
220 sq.m, 3 bdrs, furn,
marble floor, $1800
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Jordan
90 sq.m, 2 bdrs, fully furn, Pkg,
Diplomatic Bldg., $1500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Jordan
4™ F1., 125 sq.m, 2 bdrs,
semi furn, Good access for
gust house, 1600 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt. in Elahieh
160 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn,
marble floor, $2000
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Apt. in Jordan
2" Fl., 150 sq.m, 3 bdrs,
fully furn, Pkg, lobby, Good access

& Embassy, $15000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

sq.m & 4 units are 350 sq.m
Mr.king: 09128440154

to highway, 1800 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Nice Attention To Embassies, International & Local Companies & Shopping Centers

The professional section of administrative license offices, Commercial Properties and Shopping Centers. From 100 Sq.m to 20,000 Sq.m (For Sale & Rent)
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Section Manager "Tina 09128103205"
Tel: 22662452-8 , Fax: 22667173
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Administrative license in Elahieh
5-Storey, 800 sq.m land in 2000 sq.m
built up, Pkg lots,
$35 per Sq.m
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207
Luxury Office in Vanak
Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg,
Suitable for Foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Great location for Administrative
license office Brand new, 120 sq.m,

facility, Stone floor with Pkg

Mr.King: 09128440154
Office in Vozara

2-Storey, each floor 500 sq.m,
flat, 15 Pkgs, renovated,

Price: $40 per each Sq.m

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office in North
Jordan

Brand new, open spaces, stone floor, 4
Pkgs, $70 per Sq.m

Mr.King: 09128440154

Administrative license office in North
Jordan

Brand new, 170 sq.m,

Stone floor

Mr.King: 09128440154
Administrative license Office in Jordan

Brand new, 3000 sq.m built up,
5 units, Pkg lot
Mr.Arvin: 09128103207
Administrative license Office in Zaferanieh
Brand new, 3000 sq.m built up,
Pkg lot, $45 per sq.m

Mr.Arvin: 09128103207

Best Consultation, Best Services, Best Result

Hot Line: 28141
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Shopping center
leasing&managment

Project Development
Leasing and Releasing

Management and consultancy

SR A5 WU R p
RIS EESd
N 10 8105 0@ 9 gk

3 d9ume dluwi oyl 9 g 48
298 N B T 0 5

Manager
09122841274 - Mr.Tayyar

parsdiplomatic@gmail.com
info@parsdiplomatic.com
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HEALTH & MEDICINE

How certain foods speed
up our metabolism

By Darla Leal

M 1. The extra edge

While there is no magic pill or short
cut to losing fat, research has shown cer-
tain foods increase metabolism and speed
up our ability to burn calories. Consistent
exercise and eating right is the recom-
mended way to achieve fitness. However,
eating those foods proven to speed up
metabolism may provide an extra edge to
lose weight more efficiently. The following
list of foods coupled with regular exercise is
shown to enhance the fat burning process.

M 2. Hot peppers

Spice up your menu and fat loss with
the capsicum family or hot peppers. Ac-
cording to research, the active compo-
nent capsaicin boosts metabolism and
stimulates fat oxidation. The properties of
the hot and spicy pepper are also shown
to decrease appetite and overall food
intake. Other detailed studies support
energy expenditure is higher in red pep-
pers and is on the top ten lists of natural
metabolism boosting foods.

M 3. Green tea

Green tea has been scientifically
proven to boost metabolism. According
to an article published in the American
Journal of Clinical Nutrition, green tea
has thermogenic (fat burning) properties.
It is suggested green tea stimulates fat
oxidation even beyond what's provided
through it's caffeine content. Other stud-
ies show green tea extract contributing to
the control of body composition through
fat oxidation. Caffeine is naturally occur-
ring in green tea extract along with pow-
erful antioxidants. This combination pro-
vides bountiful health benefits assisting
with weight loss while removing harmful
free radicals from the body. Research also
shows the plant compound EGCg found
in green tea promotes fat loss.

M 4. Coffee

Coffee contains caffeine, a natural
stimulant proven to increase metabo-
lism. According to research, it's one of
the most potent metabolism boosting
foods. An article published in the Ameri-

can Journal of Clinical Nutrition, shows
caffeinated coffee significantly increases
energy expenditure over several hours
after consumption. Coffee also contains
antioxidants providing numerous health
benefits. Research has shown stimulant
properties found in coffee to improve
concentration and create more produc-
tive workouts. Other sports nutrition
studies have recommended black coffee
as an effective, natural pre-workout drink.

M 5. Cold water

Sports nutrition studies have labeled
water as the mostimportant nutrientin our
diet. In addition, drinking plenty of water is
shown to boost metabolism and aid in fat
loss. According to research, drinking water
and especially cold water ensures hydra-
tion which supports an optimal metabolic
rate. An article published in the Journal
of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism,
stated “drinking 500 m! of water increased
metabolic rate by 30%. This significant
finding should provide motivation to in-
crease our water intake for overall health
benefits including weight loss.

M 6. Whole grains and lentils

Research shows eating good carbo-
hydrates like oatmeal, brown rice or qui-
noa help boost metabolism. Consuming
whole grains are said to help maintain

and stabilize insulin levels. Whole grains
work by releasing sugar slowly into the
body providing lasting energy while not
spiking insulin levels unlike sugar-rich
foods. Maintaining lower insulin levels
and keeping insulin spikes under control
decreases the body wanting to store fat.
This is a good thing. A bowl of oatmeal
for example aids digestion, increases me-
tabolism, maintains normal insulin levels
and provides energy for hours.

Lentils are a fiber rich food and a good
source of healthy carbohydrates and pro-
tein. According to research, this power
packed combination helps with digestion
and increased metabolism. Studies show
the iron content in lentils assists oxygen
flow throughout the body and is linked
to increased metabolism and energy pro-
duction. The incredible health benefits of
whole grains and lentils make these foods
a great additive to the daily menu.

M 7. Low-fat dairy and yogurt

Research has shown foods rich in cal-
cium and probiotics linked to increased
metabolism. Milk and yogurt are rich
sources of calcium that may assist burning
body fat more efficiently. The probiotics
found in yogurt aid in digestion which in
turn boosts metabolism. Cottage cheese
is another great calcium source shown to
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increase metabolism and help with muscle
maintenance and repair. An article pub-
lished in the National Institutes of Health,
suggested consuming calcium significantly
improved overall weight and fat loss espe-
cially from the abdominal area.

M 8. Apples

According to research, eating two ap-
ples per day may keep the weight away.
Apples are full of fiber which maintains
and regulates blood sugar, helps diges-
tion, and increases metabolism. They are
also very filling and the high fiber content
encourages fat burning and not fat stor-
ing. Consider curbing that sweet tooth
by eating an apple or two to naturally in-
crease your metabolism and shed those
unwanted pounds.

H 9. Nuts and seeds

Research has shown consuming nuts
and seeds an effective way to boost me-
tabolism. Nuts are a rich source of essen-
tial fats directly linked to elevating metab-
olism. Eating raw nuts is recommended to
ensure they maintain their nutrient value.
The roasting process typical in canned
nuts can destroy nutrients important to
our health. According to studies, raw nuts
and seeds contain inositol and choline,
chemicals that help eliminate fat in the
body. It is said their function ensures that
the fat burned does not return. Nuts and
seeds are also filling and fiber full aiding in
digestion and keeping the body satisfied
for hours. They are a great portable snack
anytime to keep our metabolism boosted.

M 10. Fatty fish

Research shows fish like salmon a rich
source of Omega-3 fatty acids and linked
to increased metabolism. Fish oil elevates
fat burning enzymes which boosts me-
tabolism significantly. Eating foods rich in
fatty acids promotes the reduction of the
hormone leptin in the body shown to lower
metabolism. Studies have revealed a posi-
tive effect and reduction of leptin with the
consumption of Omega-3 fats and an in-
crease in metabolism. It's recommended
fatty fish be included in the diet at least two
to three times per week for optimal benefit.

(Source: verywell.com)
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What makes my joints stiff
in the morning?

Stiffness in the back, knees, or feet is a common complaint we
hear from older individuals. People often say, "I'm just getting
old," but old age alone does not cause morning joint stiffness.
It is usually an indication of worn joints, muscle tightness, or
inflammation from arthritis.

As your joints get older, the spongy cushion of cartilage
begins to dry out and stiffen. The joint lining also produces
less synovial fluid, which lubricates the joint. Weak muscles
and stiff tendons also tend to tighten during sleep. Osteo-
arthritis, (the "wear and tear" kind), and rheumatoid arthritis,
(which involves swelling and inflammation), both can trigger
morning stiffness.

The average episode lasts only about 10 to 15 minutes.
The stiffness goes away as you move and warm up the joints
and muscles. However, stiffness from rheumatoid arthritis
may last more than an hour.

You cannot reverse the effects of joint aging, and
while certain medications can help manage arthritis
pain and inflammation, stiffness can still occur. Still, you
can reduce the severity and frequency of morning joint
stiffness by being more active and engaging in exercise
to increase muscle strength and flexibility. Maintaining a
healthy weight also can help. Finally, don't be swayed by
joint health supplements, such as glucosamine or chon-
droitin. These do not appear to help manage symptoms
in the long term.

(Source: health.harvard.edu)

ESMO Asia Conference to kick
off in December in Singapore

TEHRAN — The second ESMO Asia Congress will take place
in Singapore, 16-19 December 2016.

The scientific and educational congress, led by an inter-
national scientific committee, will promote interaction among
regional and international experts and allow them to ex-
change of views on the latest findings in oncology.

The program offers state of the art science and the current
standard across all major tumor types.

ESMO- European Society for Medical Oncology — is in
charge of organizing the event in association with Iranian so-
ciety of clinical oncology.
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1)Fantastic Apartments
3&4 Rooms in Farmanieh - & Elahieh

Exceptional Price, F. Furnished

. 7 11\28%’*5; g?);%‘zlgz to ?gg Indian Restaurant 2) Extraordinary
] RESTHUREANT | orn
ca o Offices 350 & 250 sq.m
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. found, please contact to Cell:
Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb +98 937 634 1186 or take it

Tel: 88562040 - 88562050 ) to  Almustafa  International

University, Central Olffice, Qom

PRIVATE PARKING LOT

Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) — Rahimzade Alley — Talegani
Crossroads — Valiasr St. Tell: 66476855
S

Right Price Suitable for Companies
& Consulate and Embassies

Sh.lavasani 09123103526

1_Villain Jordan ' 5_Open house in Niavaran =

900 sqm in 2 units, Each unit is 450 sqm, full facilities | 320 sqm, 4 bedroom:s, full facilities, Viewing time, ‘ TEHRAN TIME S
Total 8 bedrooms, nice garden 14000 S, week days from 15:00 to 18:00, Fridays from 10:00 to 15:00 Iran’s Leadi ng International paiy

Mr. Abtin: 0921 334 2120 Mr. Saba: 0912 915 9297 I

2_Office from 50 to 2000 sqm, 6_Building Sl
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Each floor 330 sqm, Furnished or unfinished

Vozata, Zafaranieh Mr. Saba: 0912 915 9297

™ shar grou
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| 7_Sa'aadat Abaad 500 sqm,
5 bedrooms, 8" floor,
fully furnished
Mr. Arzaani: 0933 60 77 415 o

3_ Luxury 420 sqm in Velenjak

4 bedrooms, full facilities, Especially for picky people,
Best eternal view, brand materials, 18000 $
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4_500sgm in Mahmoodieh
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300 sgm, 3 bedrooms
Mr, Arzaani: 0933 60 77 415

1E80218430151/450
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10 hot titles of IT world

By Alireza Khorasani

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed by
savvy tech users:
Facebook Atlas winds down its ad service plat-
form.

The news comes two months after Business Insider re-
vealed Facebook had shifted Atlas from its ad tech division
into its "marketing sciences group”.

Google plans to remove the "In the news" section

from its desktop search following criticism of the
spread of fake news. It will be replaced by a carousel of "Top
stories" similar to what now exists on mobile.

Music torrent site What.cd has been shut down.

What.cd, an invite-only music torrent website first
launched in 2007, has been shut down after a raid by French
authorities

Jony Ive's Christmas tree design is boring!

Apple's chief design officer -- the creative geni-
us behind some of the company's most successful products,
including the iPod and iPhone -- was tasked with designing
a Christmas tree for the prestigious Claridge's hotel lobby in
London.

he is famous for its ultra-minimalist design.

Instagram adds live video in Stories, disappearing
media in Direct messages.

Instagram just keeps on adding features, especially re-
cently since it's embarked on a mission to become the next
Snapchat. The Facebook-owned service is announcing that
live video capabilities are coming to its Stories section. When
you're done with your broadcast the video will automatically
disappear from the app.

Apple gives up on making wireless routers, AirPort
line is dead.

If you've been waiting for Apple to refresh its aging wire-
less router line, unfortunately it's time to give up and buy
another brand. That's because a new report from Bloomberg
claims the company has in fact abandoned any development
of future routers.

7 Amazon has partnered with Fiat Chrylser to sell

cars online for the first time, showing the compa-

ny's growing ambition to go after the $1.2 trillion auto sales
market.

The report said buyers will be connected with a dealer
once they buy the car on Amazon. Then they will be able to
finalize the deal with the dealer and pick up the car within two
weeks of making the purchase.

Spammers using Facebook Messenger to Spread
Locky Ransomware.

If you came across any Facebook Message with an image
file (exactly .SVG file format) send by any of your Facebook
friends, just avoid clicking it.

An ongoing Facebook spam campaign is spreading mal-
ware downloader among Facebook users by taking advan-
tage of innocent-looking SVG image file to infect computers.
Jeff Eisenach, who Trump officially named to help
transition the FCC under his presidency, has sup-
ported major media mergers proposed in recent years.

That's good news for AT&T's $85 billion bid for Time
Warner, despite what Trump said on the campaign trail. The
merger is currently under review by antitrust regulators at the
Justice Department, where a decision will probably not be
reached until Trump is in office.

Facebook testing feature that shows you where to
find free and public Wi-Fi.

Facebook has begun early testing of a feature designed to
highlight places where you can access free and public Wi-Fi
near you. The social networking company confirmed that its
Wi-Fi discovery feature being rolled out now, but it appears
only in select countries.

Pilgrims welcome call
discounts for Arba’een:
ICT minister

By Shataw Naseri

Iran’s ICT Minister Mahmoud Vaezi announced that Arba'een
pilgrims welcomed the offered discount applied to calls tariffs
and added, "the discount led the calls from Iran to Iraq esca-
late,” Public Relations Center at ICT Ministry reported.

Appreciating ICT public as well as private sectors’ attempts
to make the pilgrims’ communication possible, he main-
tained, "since the last Arba'een, a relevant committee was set
up at ICT Ministry, as a result, the communication infrastruc-
ture capacity between Iran and Irag doubled”

Also, more than 800 free fixed telephone booths, 100 fixed and
mobile phone sites as well as 200 WiFi telephone booths were in-
stalled on pilgrims” walking path, according to the minister.

“Moreover, we lessened the calls tariffs, therefore, Iran-
to-Iraq calls experienced a 50-percent discount,’ Vaezi noted.

During the past two weeks, 34.6 million calls equivalent to 44
million minutes were made, of which 25.3 percent million calls
equivalent to 31 million minutes-more than 73%- were from Iran to
Irag, according to him. ICT Minister, however, admitted that due to
pilgrims’ population and the lack of suitable communication infra-
structures in Irag, there is probably disruption in the network.

"Nevertheless, ICT staff do their best to reduce the disrup-
tion and, also, to boost the calls quality,” he said.

The follow-up and control sessions of National Information
Network are weekly held, attended by ICT Minister, the entire
active sections in ICT field as well as the content suppliers.

Thus, the 2nd phase of the network is claimed to be un-
veiled in Fajr Period.
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Quantum Computing is
Microsoft's next big bet

Microsoft has hired a handful of top sci-
entists to accelerate its program to de-
velop quantum computing, as it steps
up competition in the field with IBM and
Google.

Microsoft has hired four top physicists
to join a quantum-computing project
being led by Todd Holmdahl, a Microsoft
hardware veteran who's helped develop
Microsoft's Xbox and Kinect gaming de-
vices, and the soon-to-be-released aug-
mented reality headset, HoloLens.

Holmdahl will be joined by quan-
tum-computing leaders Leo Kouwen-
hoven from Delft University and Charles
Marcus from the University of Copen-
hagen, as well as David Reilly, an exper-
imental physicist from Sydney University,
and Mattias Troyer, a professor of compu-
tational physics at ETH Zurich.

Microsoft is betting on an approach to
quantum computing known as topolog-
ical design, centered on the topological
qubit.

Microsoft's approach to building a
quantum computer is based on a type of
qubit — or unit of quantum information —
called a topological qubit.

Qubits are the key building block to
a quantum computer. Using qubits, re-
searchers believe that quantum comput-
ers could very quickly process multiple
solutions to a problem at the same time,
rather than sequentially.

One of the biggest challenges to
building a working quantum computer is

how picky qubits can be. A quantum sys-
tem can only remain in a quantum state
when it's not being disturbed, so quan-
tum computers are built to be in incredi-
bly cold, unique environments.

The Microsoft team believes that top-
ological qubits are better able to with-
stand challenges such as heat or electrical
noise, allowing them to remain in a quan-
tum state longer. That, in turn, makes
them much more practical and effective.

‘A topological design is less impacted
by changes in its environment,” Holmdahl
said.

Qubits correspond to the 1s and 0Os
in conventional computing, but they

can achieve 'superposition' or be in both
states simultaneously, opening the possi-
bility of running many more calculations
and ultimately faster processing.

The New York Times notes that Mi-
crosoft is focusing on 'braiding' par-
ticles as the foundation of a quantum
computer.

Microsoft's researchers believe that
topological qubits offer better resistance
to electrical noise and heat, and are
therefore less prone to self-destructing.

"We're at an inflection point in which
we are ready to go from research to en-
gineering," Holmdahl said.

Until now, much of Microsoft's work

on quantum computing has been run
through its Station Q laboratory, which it
launched in 2005. One vyear earlier, Sta-
tion Q director Michael Freedman pro-
posed that Microsoft should use topo-
logical mathematics as a stable way for
moving qubits.

Signaling Microsoft's intent to shift
gears from theory to practice, the re-
searchers will become Microsoft employ-
ees under the recently-launched Artificial
Intelligence and Research Group.

The group is responsible for corralling
Microsoft's research in Al and turning
these breakthroughs into products, either
embedded in existing platforms, such as
Office 365, or integrated into Azure cloud
offerings.

Microsoft thinks quantum computing
will ultimately give it a more powerful
cloud that could speed some of the chal-
lenges it's using Al to crack, ranging from
medicine to environmental issues.

"There is a real opportunity to apply
these computers to things that I'll call ma-
terial sciences of physical systems," Holm-
dahl said.

"Alot of these problems are intractable
on a classical computer, but on a quan-
tum computer we believe that they are
tractable in a reasonable period of time."

Holmdahl toldthe New York Times
that once Microsoft has figured out how
to build the first qubit, it has a roadmap
that will allow it to scale up to thousands
of qubits. (Source: Microsoft)

Hacker group Cobalt hits ATMs across Europe

A hacker group called Cobalt targeted ATMs across Eu-
rope in "smash and grab" operations. The hackers are
reported to have remotely attacked ATMs using mali-
cious software, which manipulated the systems to dis-
pense cash.

Two of the biggest global ATM manufacturers, NCR
and Diebold Nixdorf, said they were aware of the attacks
and were working with customers in efforts to mitigate

the threat. The targeted countries include Armenia, Bela-
rus, Bulgaria, Estonia, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, the
Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Russia, Spain, the United
Kingdom, and Malaysia, according to Russian cyberse-
curity firm Group IB.

Dmitry Volkov, Group IB threat intelligence head,
told Reuters that he expected more ATM heists in
the future.

"They are taking this to the next level in being able to
attack a large number of machines at once," said Nicho-
las Billett, Diebold Nixdorf's senior director of core soft-
ware and ATM Security. "They know they will be caught
fairly quickly, so they stage it in such a way that they can
get cash from as many ATMs as they can before they get
shut down."

(Source: ibtimes)

Phantogeist is a ﬁrst person shooter that makes AR a social experience

The first-person shooter Phantogeist has
debuted as a social augmented reality
game on Google Tango.

In this game from Chicago-based Trixi
Studios, a friendly alien helps you identify
nasty invading aliens and shoot them in
the real world. You hold up a Tango-en-
abled smartphone, such as the Lenovo
Phab 2 Pro, and look into the landscape
around you. When you spot an enemy al-
ien, you fire at it. The challenge is to spin
around quickly to deal with the attackers
coming at you from multiple directions.

“Itis a first-person shooter where play-
ers can walk around, inside or outside,
and fire at virtual enemies in the actual
real world around them,” said Trixi owner
Chip Sineni in an email to GamesBeat.

Phantogeist is social because it sup-
ports two local players at once. A part-
ner interacts with the same creatures you
see in the world, making virtual monsters
seem more real when they are a shared
experience. Sineni said this isn't just an AR
prototype; it's a full game with story, co-
op multiplayer, and survival modes and
leaderboards.

The game is a little similar Pokemon
Go, which has introduced a lot of people
to AR, because it inserts virtual characters

in the real-world environment. But it's dif-
ferent because it's an action game that
requires you to spin around and shoot
at creatures as they come at you from all
directions.

“It is a glimpse into the future where
augmented reality multiplayer games
can lead to esport opportunities, where
teams of players compete other in the
real life world with virtual weapons,” Si-
neni said, though it's worth noting that
communities, not companies, decide
what makes an esport.

Phantogeist also has a mode for us-
ing Tango motion-tracking for dynamic

“Inside-Out” tracking of the enemy char-
acters and even environments that form
around them. This is similar to how future
untethered virtual reality will work; the
player just walks around a virtual envi-
ronment with no cables attached to them
and no external sensors set-up around
them.

Most AR games require a marker that
the player needs to see with a device
and keep in frame to play in the game.
In Phantogeist, the player is free to play
anywhere and move around as needed.
Sineni, who has worked in the game in-
dustry fro 20 years at companies such as

Viacom and Midway Games, acknowl-
edged that AR development is tricky, and
it has a big learning curve for developers.

"There is far less as a developer you
can control in a user’s environment in
AR, and you have to find a way for every
gameplay situation to work in every real
world location,” he said.

Trixi Studios started this year with a handful
of people. The studio is self-funded. Sineni is
also cofounder at Phosphor Games, a sepa-
rate company that created the hit Brookhav-
en Experiment on Steam and PSVR.

"We really believe AR will permeate
everything we do, and very few companies
are tackling making polished, non-proto-
type games for it Sineni said. "We started
Trixi to pioneer AR and wanted to discover
the ways AR will work with games.

"There aren't enough good game
developers taking AR seriously enough.
We are trying to push this envelope and
move the industry forward. AR is fulfilling
that dream of every kid who wish they
saw a laser beam fire out of their toy gun,
or wished that magical creatures really
were all around you. AR really does have
that potential to bring fantastical things
to your everyday!

(Source: venturebeat)

Oracle acqulres brain of Internet Dyn

Database technology giant Oracle has announced plans
to acquire Dyn, a New Hampshire-based company that
operates a platform to optimize websites’ performance.
It includes monitoring and controlling applications and
infrastructure with data and analytics to reroute traffic.
Terms of the deal were not disclosed.

Founded in 1998, Dyn says that eight of the top 10 in-
ternet services / retail companies in the Fortune 500 use its
services. The company raised a chunky $50 million back in
May, taking its total funding to around $100 million.

Dyn's DNS service acts as a bridge between hu-
man-readable domain names and IP addresses that
the internet is able to understand. Today's news comes
a month to the day after mass internet disruption was

— L

caused by a DDoSattack on Dyns DNS service, e, affect-
ing many of its big-name clients, such as the New York
Times, Reddit, Twitter, Spotify, and eBay.

As a result of the acquisition, Oracle says it will extend
its cloud computing platform and offer its enterprise
clients a "one-stop shop” for Infrastructure-as-a-Ser-
vice (laaS) and Platform-as-a-Service (PaaS). "Oracle
already offers enterprise-class laaS and PaaS for com-
panies building and running Internet applications and
cloud services, explained Thomas Kurian, president
of product development at Oracle, in a press release.
“Dyn’s immensely scalable and global DNS is a critical
core component and a natural extension to our cloud
computing platform.

Dyn represents Oracle’s ninth known acquisition in
2016.

(Source:Oracle)

HTC’s 10 Evo is its first phone you can only buy online

HTC is announcing today that the Bolt
smartphone, recently released for Sprint
in the US, will be coming to the rest of the
world as the HTC 10 evo. The 10 evo has
the same design and features as the Bolt,
including its IP57 water resistance rating
and unibody metal frame. It will be avail-
able in markets worldwide this month in

gunmetal, silver, and gold.

Though the Bolt and 10 evo are HTC's
first metal unibody phones with water re-
sistance, they have rather dated specs. A
Qualcomm Snapdragon 810 processor,
3GB of RAM, and QuickCharge 2.0 fast
charging were high-end in 2015, but in
late 2016, they are distinctly behind the

curve. A 5.5-inch, quad-HD display and
16-megapixel optically stabilized camera
round out the spec sheet.

The 10 evo looks very similar to the
HTC 10 from earlier this year, but it has
a larger, flatter design and lacks a head-
phone jack. HTC is packing a set of USB
Type-C headphones in the box with the

device to make up for the fact that it can't
use standard 3.5mm headphones.

HTC is not announcing pricing for
the 10 evo at this time, but the Bolt sells
for about $600, so it's likely that the 10
evo will be similarly priced when it hits
shelves.

(Source: theverge)
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Telescope that ‘ate astronomy’
is on track to surpass Hubble

Like the petals of a 20-foot sunflower seeking
the light, the 18 hexagonal mirrors that make
up the heart of NASAs James Webb Space
Telescope were faced toward a glassed-in
balcony overlooking a cavernous clean room
at the Goddard Space Flight Center here.

Inside the room, reporters and a gag-
gle of space agency officials, including the
ebullient administrator Charles Bolden,
were getting their pictures taken in front
of the giant mirror.

Now, after 20 years with a budget of
$8.7 hillion, the Webb telescope is on
track and on budget to be launched in
October 2018 and sent a million miles
from Earth, NASA says.

The telescope, named after NASA
Administrator James Webb, who led
the space agency in the 1960s, is the
long-awaited successor of the Hubble
Space Telescope.

Seven times larger than the Hubble
in light-gathering ability, the Webb was
designed to see farther out in space
and deeper into the past of the universe.
It may solve mysteries about how and
when the first stars and galaxies emerged
some 13 billion years ago in the smoky
aftermath of the Big Bang.

M Infrared goggles

Equipped with the sort of infrared
goggles that give troops and police of-
ficers night vision, the Webb would peer

| -y

into the dust clouds and gas storms of

the Milky Way in which stars and planets
are presently being birthed. It would be
able to study planets around other stars.
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That has been NASAs dream since
1996 when the idea for the telescope was
conceived with a projected price tag then
of $500 million But as recently as six years

Equipped with the sort of infrared goggles that
give troops and police officers night vision,
the Webb would peer into the dust clouds and
gas storms of the Milky Way in which stars and
planets are presently being birthed.

ago, the James Webb Space Telescope
was, in the words of Nature magazine, the
“telescope that ate astronomy,” misman-
aged, over budget and behind schedule
so that it had crushed everything else out
of NASASs science budget.

M Scientific capabilities

The scientific capabilities of the tele-
scope emerged unscathed from that pe-
riod, astronomers on the project say. The
major change, said Jonathan P Gardner,
the deputy senior project scientist, was to
simplify the testing of the telescope.

Most of the pain was dealt to other
NASA projects like a proposed space tel-
escope to study dark energy, which the
National Academy of Sciences had hoped
to put on a fast track to be launched this
decade. It's now delayed until 2025 or so.

Typically for NASA, the Webb tele-
scope was a technologically ambitious
project, requiring 10 new technologies
to make it work. Bill Ochs, a veteran
Goddard engineer who became project
manager in 2010 during what he calls the
“replan,” said the key to its success so far,
was having enough money in the budget
to provide a cushion for nasty surprises.

The telescope smiling up at us like a
giant Tiffany shaving mirror is 6.5 meters
in diameter, or just over 21 feet, com-
pared with 2.4 meters for the Hubble.

(Source: The NYT)

Parents can meet unborn children for first time in 3D virtual reality

Seeing a baby in the womb for the first time on an ultra-
sound is a magical moment for most parents.

But a groundbreaking new scanning technology is
allowing mothers and fathers to meet their unborn chil-
dren in three dimensional virtual reality for the very first
time.

The technique works by merging ultrasound image-
ry with magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), which scans
segments of the womb and fetus to build a 3D model
which can be brought to life by using a virtual reality
headset.

Not only does it give the best ever view of a baby in
the womb, but it can also help doctors pick up problems
early, because it maps the entire internal structure of the
fetus - not just the outside - meaning specialists can see
how vital organs are developing.

British experts said it could also help parents bond
with their children earlier. It is even possible to 3D print
a model of the baby.

“We believe that these images will bring a new ex-
perience for parents when following the development
of their unborn child,” said study co-author Dr. Heron
Werner Jr. from the Clinica de Diagndstico por Imagem,

in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

M Virtual reality

The “3D fetal models combined with virtual reality
immersive technologies may improve our understand-
ing of anatomical characteristics and can be used for
educational purposes and as a method for parents to
visualize their unborn baby”

MRI scanning is usually only used by doctors when
an ultrasound fails to provide images of sufficiently high
quality to check the development of the baby. But this is
the first time the two techniques have been combined.

The models have been shown to be remarkably sim-
ilar to the postnatal appearance of the newborn baby
and they can helps doctors predict difficulties when the
baby is born such as problems in the airways.

M Respiratory tract

It is crucial that the airways are open and unblocked
before birth, and so if doctors spotted an abnormal
mass in the respiratory tract, they could make prepa-
rations for surgery to clear the obstruction as soon the
baby was born.

The researchers say it will also help parents to under-
stand malformations and make earlier treatment deci-

sions.

The 3D images are brought to life using Oculus Rift
headsets which also play the sound of the baby's heart-
beat. Parents are able to look around their unborn child
in virtual reality by moving their head.

And the physicians can have access to an immersive
experience on the clinical case that they are working on,
having the whole internal structure of the fetus in 3D in
order to better visualize and share the morphological
information”

(Source: The Telegraph)

Great valley on Mercury points to shrinking planet

Astronomers have discovered a large
valley on Mercury that provides further
evidence for the planet’s shrinkage — an
odd phenomenon that has been the top-
ic of debate for decades. NASA created a
video overview of Mercury’s ‘Great Valley’
here.

This newfound feature is about 620
miles long, 250 miles wide and 2 miles
deep (1,000 by 400 by 3.2 kilometers),
making it larger than Arizona's famous
Grand Canyon and deeper than the Great
Rift Valley in East Africa, scientists said.

“Unlike Earth's Great Rift Valley, Mer-

With the majority of votes casted by
members of General Assembly of Asian
Bankers Association (ABA), Bank Pasar-
gad, represented by Mr. Mostafa Be-
heshtirouy Member of Board of Directors
of the bank, overtook giant Asian banks
and was appointed as Board member of
the Association, Khosrow Rafiei Advisor
to Chief Executive and Public Relations

cury’s great valley is not caused by the
pulling apart of lithospheric plates due to
plate tectonics; it is the result of the glob-
al contraction of a shrinking one-plate
planet, Tom Watters, a senior scientist at
the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum in Washington, D.C,, said in a
statement.

Using colorized topography, Mercu-
ry's ‘great valley” (dark blue) and Rem-
brandt impact basin (purple, upper right)
are revealed in this high-resolution digital
elevation model merged with an image
mosaic obtained by NASAsS MESSENGER

spacecraft.

M Colorized topography

Using colorized topography, Mercu-
ry's "great valley” (dark blue) and Rem-
brandt impact basin (purple, upper right)
are revealed in this high-resolution digital
elevation model merged with an image
mosaic obtained by NASAsS MESSENGER
spacecraft.

Watters is lead author of a study pub-
lished in Geophysical Research Letters
that describes Mercury's great valley. He
and his colleagues spotted the feature in
images captured by NASAs MErcury Sur-

Bank Pasargad Named “ABA” Board Member

Department Manager of the bank re-
vealed.

[t should be noted that 33rd ABA
General Meeting and Conference was
held in Nov. 2016 in Vietnam.

The text of certificate awarded to
the bank is read as follows: “The Asian
Bankers Association (ABA) is pleased
to present this “Testimonial of Appreci-

ation” to Bank Pasargad in recognition
of its valuable contribution to the suc-
cessful holding of the 33rd ABA General
Meeting and Conference by making a
highly informative Country Presentation
on the economic and financial market
conditions in Iran.

The Testimonial of Appreciation present-
ed in Ha Long Bay, Vietnam on the occasion

face, Space ENvironment, GEochemistry
and Ranging (MESSENGER) spacecraft,
which orbited the planet from March 2011
through April 2015.

Mercury is 3,032 miles (4,880 km)
wide, and the vast majority of the planet’s
volume is taken up by its metallic core,
which is estimated to be about 2,500
(4,000 km) wide. That core has been
cooling slowly since Mercury (and the
other planets) formed nearly 4.6 billion
years ago, and the little world has been
shrinking as a result.

(Source: space.com)

of the 33rd ABA General Meeting and Con-
ference held on Nov. 10-11, 2016

It should be noted that ABA is the largest
banking association in Asia-Pacific region,
so that establishing intimate interaction and
relationship among them will be effective in
improvement of communications and facili-
tation of relations among governments, the
report ended.

EDBI Forges Brokerage Ties with 105 Banks in 42 Countries

Export Development Bank of Iran (EDBI) forged broker-
age relationship with 105 banks in 42 world countries with
the aim of expanding and strengthening its transnation-
al activity, Public Relations Department of the Ministry of
Economic Affairs and Finance (MEAF) reported.

Salient activities of the bank in in order to increase
interbank communications in the international arena
has paved suitable ground for strengthening broker-

age relations with many banks around the world.

According to the latest statistics, Iran’s EXIM Bank
has so far managed to establish brokerage ties with 64
bank in 20 European countries and also 36 banks in 17
Asian countries.

In addition, the bank has thus far established bro-
kerage ties with four banks in Africa and also one bank
in Latin America, the report added.

Currently, EDBI has reestablished SWIFT (Society for
Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunications)
ties with some banks across the world.

For further information on the way of foreign ex-
change transactions such as opening Letter of Credit
(L/C) and issuing draft outside the country, dear cus-
tomers of the bank may refer to the branches of the
bank in the nationwide, the report ended.

TTB’s Public Relations Dept. Wins Top Two Ranks in 12th Intl. Symposium

TOSE'E TAAVON BANK (TTB) won two
prestigious ranks in the fields of public
relations and communication research in
12th International Public Relations Sympo-
sium and 13th Top Public Relations Festival.

As held in National Library Confer-
ences Center, salient activities and per-

formance of the bank were appreciated
in the presence of a number of university
lecturers working in the field of public re-
lations and communications, the Public
Relations of the bank reported.

It should be noted that 12th Intl. Public
Relations Symposium and 13th Top Public

Relations Festival were held on Wednes-
day Nov. 16 in National Library Conferenc-
es Center with the slogan of “Public Rela-
tions and Change for Progress” with the
aim of helping boost software movement
and science production in Public Relations,
showcasing achievements and capabilities

of public relations, empowering public re-
lations activists and promoting technical
knowhow and knowledge of concerned
activists, accrediting precious and valuable
activities of public relations, expanding in-
ternational cooperation in the field of pub-
lic relations, etc.

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

Could mutant plants save
us from global warming?

Atmospheric carbon dioxide levels are rising, triggering glob-
al climate change, scientists agree. Researchers have been
searching for ways to scrub some of this damaging gas from
the atmosphere, and the answer may have been right in front
of them.

"We actually have taken our inspiration from nature itself’
says Tobias Erb, a biochemist at the Max Planck Institute for
Terrestrial Microbiology in Germany, in a phone interview
with The Christian Science Monitor.

Plants and other photosynthesizing organisms can turn
carbon dioxide into biomass. And now Dr. Erb and his team
have built a synthetic pathway to do that more efficiently — at
least in a test tube, and perhaps someday in plants or other
organisms. Their results are published in a paper published
Thursday in the journal Science.

Microscopic organisms first solved the problem of how
to "fix" atmospheric carbon dioxide about 2.5 billion years
ago. Photosynthetic bacteria and algae created today's ox-
ygen-rich air by "breathing in” carbon dioxide (CO2), lock-
ing carbon (C) into their biomass, and “exhaling” oxygen gas
(02).

So although those ancient organisms made it possible for
us to breathe by locking away the excess carbon from the at-
mosphere, humans are now pumping that very same carbon
back into the atmosphere, and much faster than any modern
photosynthesizer can suck it out.

Some environmentalists have suggested an increase in
plants might help remedy the situation. But today, photo-
synthesizing organisms convert just 25 percent of humans’
carbon emissions into biomass each year. In other words, hu-
mans are releasing four times as much carbon as these plants
and bacteria can take in.

(Source: The CSM)

Mud from PortMiami
dredge spurred coral
die-off, study finds

A new study has confirmed what federal wildlife officials long
suspected: dredging at PortMiami to make way for massive
new ships killed far more coral than the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers predicted.

The study, published this month in the online journal Peer),
sought to set the record straight on what exactly killed coral
around the $205 million dredge and come up with more real-
istic expectations from such work. The Corps had contended
a disease-outbreak was largely responsible, while state envi-
ronmental regulators and conservationists argued that mud
stirred up by the dredge or leaked from a barge as it ferried
sediment offshore smothered coral and clouded water.

Using evidence gathered by the Corps, including photo-
graphs taken before, during and after, researchers said sedi-
ment spread across an area about 14 times bigger than what
was allowed under a Corps permit, causing coral to die.

Deepening the port channel by about six feet to 52-feet
deep will allow new larger ships sailing through an expanded
Panama Canal to bring cargo to Miami and completes a $1
billion makeover, including a new tunnel. Environmentalists
had worried that digging up more than 5 million cubic yards
of bottom would cause damage to threatened coral, which
help provide a first line of defense against storm surge from
hurricanes.

“We now know the Corps dramatically underestimated
both the severity and the geographic extent of the sediment
impacts on the reef’ said Miami Waterkeeper Rachel Silver-
stein, whose group joined other conservationists in a legal
fight to clean up the dredge.

(Source: Miami Herald)

Spoil sprouts: How little
greens can make you sick
Sprouts may sound cute, but the tiny greens have sickened

more than 2,500 people and caused 186 hospitalizations and
three deaths in the past two decades, a new report finds.

“Sprout  contamination gz
continues to pose a serious 5‘“‘“‘“\‘
- !l
1

N
public health concern,” the ~. 3

researchers from the Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA) wrote in their report.
The arm of the FDA that
wrote the new report fo-
cuses on investigating out-
breaks and finding ways to
prevent them. The findings
on sprouts were presented
on Oct. 28 at IDWeek 2016,
a meeting in New Orleans
of several organizations fo-
cused on infectious diseases.

Alfalfa sprouts were the most common culprit during the study
period, with 30 outbreaks. There were seven outbreaks linked to
clover sprouts, six outbreaks linked to mung bean sprouts, two
outbreaks linked to unspecified sprouts, two outbreaks linked to
multiple sprout types and one outbreak linked to a food ingredient
called sprouted chia powder, the FDA found.

Sprouts carried a number of different types of bacteria, the
researchers found. Salmonella was implicated in the greatest
number of outbreaks, at 35, followed by Escherichia coli (11
outbreaks) and Listeria monocytogenes (two outbreaks), ac-
cording to the report.

Sprouts ‘certainly rank up there” among types of produce
that have been linked to outbreaks, said Dr. Kathleen Gensheim-
er, the director of the FDAs Coordinated Outbreak Response
and Evaluation Network and the lead author of the studly.

Sprouts' propensity to harbor dangerous bacteria has to
do with how they are grown, Gensheimer told Live Science.
To grow sprouts, seeds are placed in water in a warm, humid
environment that is ideal for rapid bacterial growth, she said.

(Source: Live Science)
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‘Art therapy’ to help people
with disabilities in Iran

. TEHRAN — Iran's Welfare Organization

s K has initiated art therapy programs for
people W|th disabilities to help improve their mental and
physical health, director for rehabilitation department of the
organization has said.

Currently some 400 rehabilitation centers for people
with disabilities affiliated with Iran’s Welfare Organization
are taking advantage of the therapeutic benefits of drawing
and painting since last year
(March 21, 2015 to March
19, 2016), Zahra Noparast
said, IRNA news agency re-
ported on Tuesday.

Additionally, ~ Noparast
stated, music therapy is also
being given to the people
with disabilities in rehabili-
tation centers in provinces
of Hamedan and Kordestan
and soon the program will
develop in other provinces
nationwide.

Some 403 staff working
at the centers are already
trained for painting therapy and some will be trained for
music therapy as well this year, she added.

She went on to say that music therapy is for all people
with disabilities but is most specifically meant for those suf-
fering mental disabilities.

Inquired about the kind of musical instruments used in
the therapy sessions Noparast explained that they would
most probably use harmonica and xylophone.

The services are being offered free of charge by Iran’s
Welfare Organization but the private sector is also offering
the same services to families who can afford the costs, she
pointed.

She further said that some 50 million rials ($1,400) is allo-
cated to each center for music therapy programs including
staff training costs and purchasing the musical instruments.

There are some 1,000 rehabilitation centers in the coun-
try that are giving services to some 1.2 million people with
disabilities recognized by Iran's Welfare Organization.

Art therapy is a mental health profession in which clients,
facilitated by the art therapist, use art media, the creative
process, and the resulting artwork to explore their feelings,
reconcile emotional conflicts, foster self-awareness, manage
behavior and addictions, develop social skills, improve re-
ality orientation, reduce anxiety, and increase self-esteem.

Competing in Business

Yoko: We used to be the only game in town. Now we have

three competitors and they are luring away our customers.

Cedric: T know. We need to do something before we go un-

der. What about price matching?

Yoko: Our prices are already competitive. If we want to focus

on price, we'll need to undercut our competitors.

Cedric: Slashing prices would be really hard on our profit

margin, but these are desperate times. What do you think

of a two-for-one deal? We could offer it for a limited time.

Yoko: We can do that if lowering our prices doesn't work. I'm

thinking we could go in another direction. What do you think

about offering freebies or gifts with purchase?

Cedric: T think that's a good idea. The more frills we include

the better our services look. What kind of frills?

Yoko: I'm not sure, but the more bells and whistles the better.

Cedric: And if all of this doesn't work?

Yoko: Then we'll be up the creek without a paddle!
(Source: eslpod.com)

B Words & phrases

the only game in town: used to say that something is the

only possible choice in a situation

competitor: a person, team, company etc. that is competing

with another

lure away: to attract customers, workers, money etc. from

another company or place

go under: if a business goes under, it has to stop operating

because of financial problems

price matching: when one retail outlet offers to sell some-

thing for the same price you'd purchase it for somewhere else

competitive: products or prices that are competitive are

cheaper than others but still of good quality

undercut: to sell goods or a service at a lower price than

another company

slash price: to greatly reduce an amount, price etc.

profit margin: the difference between the cost of producing

something and the price at which you sell it

desperate times: extreme and undesirable circumstances or

situations

two-for-one deal: said when you buy a product and get

one for free

for a limited time: for short time only

freebies: something that you are given free, usually by a

company

gift with purchase: popular merchandising technique that

offers a gift (free item) to users if their shopping basket satis-

fies a certain condition

frill: a narrow piece of cloth that has many small folds in it

and that is attached to something as a decoration

bells and whistles: attractive additional features or trimmings

up the creek without a paddle: to be in a very difficult situation

Without
earth no
birth!
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Health minister warns of growing
burden of chromc diseases worldwide

. TEHRAN — Iranian

sk Health Minister Hassan
QaZ|zadeh—Hashem| warned  about
the unprecedented increase of chronic
diseases across the world.

Addressing the 9th Global Conference
on Health Promotion in Shanghai,
China, Qazizadeh-Hashemi stressed the
need for establishing a close correlation
between diet and health plans as a key
to sustainable development, IRNA news
agency reported on Tuesday.

Referring to the conference’s four
themes, namely healthy cites and
human settlement, action across sectors,
social mobilization, and health literacy,
the minister considered them as the
foundation blocks for achieving the
sustainable development goal.

He further underscored healthy diet and

Inlran a supreme council for health and
food safety which is headed by President
Hassan Rouhani is attempting to guaran-
tee health care issues in all policy making
procedures in the country, he highlighted.

The council also has branches in
provinces of Iran and make sure of
observing health factors in the process of
policy making, he noted.

He additionally pointed out that Iran’s
national action plan to fight non-communi-
cable diseases which was also endorsed by
World Health Organization (WHO) is also
fighting factors causing premature deaths.

He expressed hope for a better and
healthier world in 2030.

The 9th Global Conference on Health
Promotion (9GCHP) is co-organized by
WHO and the National Health and Family
Planning Commission (NHFPC) of the

food safety as being tightly interwoven with ~ Qazzaaelh Hashemi (L) and s Chinese counterpart Li Bin posing i front of the camera  people's Republic of China November 21

sustainable development and that both 977 the sidelines of the 9th Global Conjerence on Health Promotion in Shangha to 24, 2016.

hunger and obesity are a matter of deep  twice as big as the number of those suffer-  than fruits and vegetables, he added. It will direct and guide member states on

concern for rich and poor countries and  ing from hunger, he lamented. He went on to explain that flawed food  the practical application of evidence-based

they would get worse by 2025. Countries will experience adramaticgrowth  policies in the past and lack of a main  health promotion concepts, approaches
Currently some 1.2 billion people are  inthe number of premature deaths by 2050 as organization in charge of food related matters ~ and mechanisms for achieving sustainable

suffering from obesity globally which is  unhealthy food will be much more consumed — have resulted in the current problems. development goals.

Massachusetts man sues neighbor over seagull mess

WEBSTER, Mass. (AP) — A Massachusetts man sick of the
mess seagulls leave at his dock and boat wants the neighbor
he says is responsible for attracting the birds to pay up.

The Telegram & Gazette reports that Frank Yacino has
sued Lisa Pezzella in small claims court.

L\ ]9Vl @ FARS/ Morteza Rafikhah

Yacino lives on Webster Lake in Webster. He says  the time he's spent pressure-washing his dock.

Pezzella feeds the seagulls that hang around his The town has issued a cease-and-desist order to Pezzella,
neighborhood, leaving droppings all over his property  based on video officials say shows her feeding gullls.
and making it impossible to enjoy the water. He's asking Her lawyer calls the case silly and denies his client

for $1,500 to replace his boat's seat covers and $500 for  feeds the birds.
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Heavy snowfall has blanketed the historical city of Masouleh, northern /ran, on the first days of the last month of autumn.

ENGLISH IN USE

Iran exports nano-products worth $35m Ol 51 Y0 ek YO (50,5l 4 93U Y guaxe

to 17 countries

Iran’s nano-products export to 17 countries worldwide was valued at
$35 million last year (March 2015-March 2016), the secretary for Iran
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Nanotechnology Initiative Council affiliated with the vice-presidency for ~ J== ° 955 = yloe ez ;585 1V 4 45 5L (5,98 059> S gazms ol

science and technology, said on Thursday.
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"Not only has Iran excelled at the nanoscience, but also at developing i 5l Lgas a1 :csS Ll (6,155 15 95 5 ©iS )0 ad ety j5, )5 s s
the technology and its application into new and various products. In e b ye 1L an aS Ygame g9 5 Sl g (5,5l dnwgs a5 a sl c

that regard, Iran is among the top countries in nanoscience worldwide,”

Sa'eed Sarkar told IRNA news agency.

No single country can compete with Iran in the field of nanotechnology in the
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Middle East, Sarkar said, adding, however, developed countries may look down 5 Ol=l sl (ool 4, (sla )55 (60 50 )3 109581 il (ol Ly alie
on Iran in the field of new technologies and considering it a developing country. Al e Ay Jlo j0 (5,008 1y ol 9w 5B jeabe sl 5 5lis as e

ENGLISH PROVERB

The proof of the
pudding is in the eating

B Explanation: you don't know the quality of
something until you have tried it or experienced it

B For example: Theory says that this material will
produce a superior widget, but the proof of the
pudding is in the eating.

PHRASAL VERB ENGLISH IDIOM

Feel boxed in Backhanded compliment

B Explanation: aremark that appears to express
admiration but could also be interpreted as an
insult

B For example: He said my presentation was
“surprisingly clear”.  How's that for a backhanded
compliment!

B Meaning: to feel that you cannot do what
you want to do because a person or situation is
limiting you

B For example: Married for only a year, Connie
already felt boxed in.
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WORLD IN FOCUS

A report says members of a for-
eign-sponsored militant group in Syria
have received a considerable amount of
shoulder-launched anti-aircraft missiles, a
possible indication that the United States
has eased restrictions on the supply of
weapons to the anti-Damascus militants.

In a video published by the a pro-mili-
tant television network on Sunday, terror-
ists from the so-called Ansar al-Islam group
can be seen testing low-altitude 9K32 Stre-
la-2 missile systems in the southwestern
Syrian provinces of Daraa and Quneitra.

"We, in Ansar al-Islam Front, have dis-
tributed several points of air defense to
counter any attempt by the Syrian war-
planes or helicopters, which bomb points
in Quneitra Province. We have a good
number of these missiles,” a militant can
be heard saying in the video.

A second militant says his group and
the so-called Free Syrian Army (FSA) are
deploying munitions and forces to the
towns of al-Harra, Masharah, Sandaniya
and Jabata for attack against Syrian gov-
ernment forces within the next few days.

The report comes amid indications that
the United States administration has given
the green light to its allies in the Middle East
to send missiles to terrorist groups inside
Syria through Jordan and Turkey.

A militant source said in late Septem-
ber that the U.S. has agreed to the start
of arms shipments from Qatar and the
House of Saud regime.

A Reuters report has also hinted at the
possibility that U.S. President Barack Oba-

Syria militants
get anti-aircraft missiles

ma would overturn the ban on the supply
of missiles to extremist militants in Syria in
the wake of Russian and Syrian forces’ of-
fensives to retake the militant-held eastern
part of the city of Aleppo.

B Turkish airstrike kills Syrians

Meanwhile, Turkish aerial bombardment
against the purported positions of the Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) ter-
rorists near the northwestern Syrian city of al-
Bab has killed seven people.

Syria’s official news agency SANA re-
ported that ten people also sustained
injuries in the Monday attack.

On August 24, the Turkish air force
and special ground forces kicked off Op-
eration Euphrates Shield inside Syria in a
bid to support the so-called FSA militants
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and rid the border area of ISIL terrorists
and fighters from the Kurdish People’s
Protection Units (YPG/Yekineyén Parasti-
na Gel?) and the Democratic Union Party
(PYD/Partiya Yekitiya Demokrat?).

The incursion drew strong condemna-
tion from the Damascus government for
violating Syrian sovereignty.

Also on Monday, ten civilians were
kiled when fighter jets from a United
States-led military coalition hit an area in
the al-Salehiyah Village of the northern
Syrian province of al-Raggah.

Since September 2014, the U.S. and
some of its Arab allies have been carry-
ing out airstrikes against what they say
are ISIL positions inside Syria without any
authorization from Damascus or a United

Nations mandate.

The U.S.-led coalition has done little to
stop ISIL's advances in Syria and Irag. Some
analysts have criticized the U.S.-led military
campaign, saying the strikes are only meant
to benefit U.S. weapons manufacturers.

Meantime, Syrian government forces
and allied fighters advanced further into
rebel-held Aleppo on Monday.

The recapture of the rebel-held east,
which fell from government control in
2012, would be the government's most
significant victory since the conflict began
more than five years ago.

Rebel forces have steadily lost ground
since Moscow, a key backer of President
Bashar al-Assad, intervened to bolster his
government last year.

On Sunday, Damascus rebuffed a
United Nations truce plan for Aleppo that
would see the east of the city temporarily
administered by the opposition, saying it
would “reward terrorists”.

Once Syria's economic powerhouse,
Aleppo has been ravaged by the foreign
instigated conflict that began in March 2071.

A European diplomat told the AFP
news agency that the fall of east Aleppo
appeared to be a matter of time.

UN  humanitarian  chief Stephen
O'Brien, briefing the UN Security Council
on Monday about the situation in Alep-
po, said conditions in the rebel-held sec-
tor of the city had gone from "terrible to
terrifying and are now barely survivable
by human beings”

(Source: agencies)

Tropical Storm Otto brews up in western Caribbean

Tropical Storm Otto has developed in the
western Caribbean and, according to the
National Hurricane Centre, could devel-
op into a hurricane by Wednesday.

In yet another nod towards climate
change, the storm has developed over
very warm waters - sea surface tempera-
tures of 29C are about 1C above average

- and a tropical system this far south of
the region is a rare event.

If Otto does become a hurricane, and
makes landfall across southern Nicara-
gua or even Costa Rica, it could become
the southernmost hurricane landfall on
record in Central America.

Otto threatens to bring life-threaten-

ing flash floods and mudslides to parts of
Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama.

The storm is about 500km southeast
of Nicaragua and is staggering towards
the coast at around 4km/h.

The system has sustained winds of
95km/h, but it is expected to strengthen
over the next 24 hours.

Some computer models, including the
UKMET and The European Centre for Me-
dium-Range Weather Forecasts, do not
predict strengthening beyond a strong
tropical storm or perhaps a weak hurricane.

Either way, torrential downpours are
likely to be the main hazard.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Trump must face reality that JCPOA is ‘multilateral agreement’: ex-CIA official

B Trump first vowed to tear up the JCPOA.
Then he said he would seek to renegotiate the terms
of the deal. What is your analysis of his remarks?

A: Mr. Trump's eventual position as president re-

garding the JCPOA is one of the many big question
marks about his foreign policy. American hardliners
who have been opposed to the agreement all along
have their hopes up that under a President Trump
they can finally kill the deal. The question ultimately
will depend on which of several competing voices the
new president will listen to on this issue.
be persuaded that destroying the agreement would
mean eliminating the provisions of the agreement
that block Iran’s pathways to a nuclear weapon, as

well as eliminating the enhanced inspections, then he
will not tear up the agreement. He also will have to
face the reality that this is a multilateral agreement

and that any U.S. pulling out of it would cause major
problems with the rest of the P5+1 that negotiated it.
That includes Russia, with which Mr. Trump says he

wants to have better relations.

If he can

“On many specific issues
relevant to the (Middle East)
region, he (Trump) probably
has just not thought enough

about the issue to have a
well-formed strategy,” Paul

Pillar notes.

operate.

M In general, what is your prediction of Trump’s
foreign policy towards Iran?

A: The overall direction is uncertain.
hand, his harsh words about the JCPOA suggest
an overall tougher line against Iran. On the other
hand, one could apply to U.S. relations with Iran
the same logic that Trump is applying to relations
with Russia. That is, that in spite of differences the
new president would think he can find ways to co-

On one

Trump’s triumph: A revival of McCarthyism?

In a parallel to the erroneous
expectation of a Hillary Clinton win over
Trump in 2016, the New York Times had
predicted a Robert La Follette victory
over McCarthy in 1946. However, just as
Trump galvanized a sufficient segment of
the American polity with his incendiary
Islamophobic rhetoric to win the election,
so did McCarthy in the Republican pri-
mary of 1946 using fear-mongering an-
ti-communist rhetoric. Likewise, just as
the Trump triumph in 2016 shocked pun-
dits and the media, the same held true
in 1946 for McCarthy, whose upset "not
only stunned the state but bewildered
political observers all over the nation/
according to the Milwaukee Journal.

There are other disturbing parallels
between McCarthy's 1946 senate cam-
paign and Trump's 2016 presidential bid.
McCarthy promised every effort to re-
move “the vast number of Communists
from the public payroll” and charged
“enough Democrats are voting the Com-
munist way to make their presence in
Congress a serious threat to the very
foundations of our nation” In a similar
vein, Trump, when asked directly about
warrantless searches of Muslims or in-
creased surveillance of mosques, replied,
“Certain things will be done that we nev-
er thought would happen in this coun-
try in terms of information and learning
about the enemy” When asked if there
should be a system to track Muslims,
Trump responded, “There should be a lot
of systems, beyond databases”

Beyond the rhetoric, the policies of
the mercurial president-elect can be sur-
mised by the political positions of the
nominees being put forward for vari-
ous appointments in the future Trump
administration.  Consider, for example,
Jefferson Beauregard Sessions, Trump's
nominee for attorney general, current-
ly a Republican senator from Alabama

who was nominated by former president
Ronald Reagan for a judgeship but failed
to win senate approval due to his racial
slurs.  Senator Sessions has a record of
taking a hardline stance on immigration
and terrorism, and has stated publicly
that he is open to a ban on immigration
from Muslim-majority countries.

Another Islamophobe on  Trump's
short list is retired lieutenant general Mi-
chael T. Flynn, nominee for the post of
National Security Adviser.  Flynn, who
frequently uses the phrase “radical Is-
lamic terrorism” and has criticized presi-
dent Obama for not doing the same, has
called for leaders in the Muslim-majority
World “to step up to the plate and de-
clare their Islamic ideology sick,” and has
insisted that "Fear of Muslims is rational”
In response to Flynn's nomination, Adam
Schiff, ranking Democrat on the House
Intelligence Committee declared he was
“worried about an impulsive president
with a volatile advisor”

Secretary of state of the western U.S.
state of Kansas, Kris Kobach, while ap-
parently not on Trumps nominee list,
has been a close adviser on immigration
policy. Kobach was tasked by the U.S.
Department of Justice under president
George W. Bush and attorney general
John Ashcroft with finding gaps in the im-
migration system that might allow terror-
ists into the country. To that end, Kobach
led efforts to design a security system to
register so-called "high risk” visitors, the
National Security Entry-Exit Registration
System (NSEERS), which, according to
Kobach's bio, “resulted in the apprehen-
sion of numerous suspected terrorists”

The Kansas secretary of state also
co-authored legislation known as Ari-
zona's SB 1070 illegal immigration law,
requiring immigrants to have registra-
tion documents in their possession at
all times, and allowing police to make

immigrant status checks based on "rea-
sonable suspicion” of being an illegal
alien. Kobach has defended several
cities, which had adopted similar legis-
lation, against lawsuits brought by citi-
zens and organizations concerned with
social justice and human rights.

While Arizona’s SB 1070 demonizes
Latinos, drafting similar legislation to tar-
get Muslims would be easy for Kobach,
who also has the skills needed to resusci-
tate the Muslim database NSEERS, which
was mothballed in 2011, due to sharp
criticism by civil rights groups. The key
Trump adviser has said that members of
the president-elect’s transition team are
already making plans for implementing
Trump’s call for “extreme vetting” of immi-
grants from Muslim-majority countries.
No doubt, Kobach is playing a strategic
roll albeit behind the scenes.

To round out Trumps xenophobic staff,
Trump has named former media provoca-
teur Stephen K. Bannon as his chief strategist,
adding to the worries of Muslims, other mi-
norities and human rights activists who fear
the appointment is a troubling indication of
the president-elect's embrace of white na-
tionalist ideclogy. Formerly associated with
the extreme right-leaning web site Breitbart
News and once a banker at Goldman Sachs,
Bannon has accused president Obama of
“importing more hating Muslims!

Concerning Bannon's nomination, a
spokesman for Nevada Democrat Har-
ry Reid confided, "It is easy to see why
the KKKK. views Trump as their cham-
pion when Trump appoints one of the
foremost peddlers of white supremacist
themes and rhetoric as his top aide” Yet
for Muslims, the nomination of Bannon
is even more troubling, since he allowed
Islamophobes to use Breitbart News as
a platform for anti-Muslim hate speech,
among them Pamela Geller, Robert
Spencer, Debbie Schlussel, David Horow-

itz, Brigitte Gabriel and Frank Gaffney,
who has called for McCarthy-style hear-
ings to be initiated against Muslims.

As for a Muslim registry, Democratic
National Committee spokesman Mark
Paustenbac lambasted the idea, calling
it "nothing less than institutionalized
discrimination and a brazen assault on
freedom of religion,” adding, "This is a
shameful and dangerous start, and they
will be held accountable” But who will
hold Trump accountable? The Repub-
lican-dominated congress? The Ameri-
can voters who put him in office? The
supreme court Trump is poised to stack
with far-right-leaning jurists? The fact is
that, in the 1950s, even then U.S. presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower did not direct-
ly confront senator McCarthy, who was
eventually brought down by Boston law-
yer Joseph Welch, who was counsel for
the U.S. Army in one of McCarthy's inves-
tigations of communist infiltration.

So are Muslims' fears of being target-
ed by a neo-McCarthyite Trump regime
justified? Mohammad Khan, campaign
manager at MPower Change, a Muslim
grassroots advocacy organization, thinks
so. "A crackdown is coming to civil society
in general, and on Muslims in particular,
whether they engage in activism or not,
he insisted. Faiza Ali, a community or-
ganizer in Brooklyn, agreed. "When he
was running his campaign, there was no
place for Muslims in Trumps America.
What does this mean for us now?” Mus-
lim activist Haroon Moghul conceded,
“Now all we're doing is waiting for when,
and how, they'll show us out”

The McCarthy era lasted roughly from
1950 to 1955, but its destructive conse-
quences have reverberated to this day. So
could such a thing happen again, only this
time to Muslims?  With the election of a
U.S. president who has mainstreamed Is-
lamophobia, there should be no doubt.
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NATO criticizes new
Russian missiles near
Poland, Lithuania

NATO is criticizing Russia’s deployment of anti-ship missiles in
its westernmost Baltic region as "aggressive military postur-
ing,’ and is urging dialogue to cool escalating tensions.

NATO said in a statement to The Associated Press on
Tuesday that the missile deployment near the alliance’s bor-
ders "does not help to lower tensions or restore predictability
to our relations!” NATO called for more transparency on mil-
itary activities “to avoid incidents and the risk of misunder-
standings!

Moscow has vigorously objected to the deployment of
NATO's military units near Russia’s borders, and is now re-
portedly installing Bastian missile-launchers in the Kaliningrad
exclave, which borders NATO members Poland and Lithuania.

President Vladimir Putin said in remarks carried by Rus-
sian news agencies Monday night that Moscow would target
NATO sites if it thinks they threaten Russia.

(Source: AP)

Russia accuses Ukraine of
kidnapping soldiers, urges
their release

Russia says two of its servicemen have been abducted by
Ukraine’s security officials in Crimea, demanding their imme-
diate release.

The Russian Defense Ministry said in statement that the
pair was “illegally detained” on Sunday and whisked across
the border to the territory of the Nikolayev region in Ukraine.

The ministry identified them as warrant officer Maxim
Yevgenyevich Odintsov and junior sergeant Alexander Vy-
acheslavovich Baranov.

Kiev, it said, conducted the abduction with the apparent
aim of exerting "psychological and physical pressure” to have
them make confessions needed by the Ukrainian side.

"We consider these actions taken by Ukrainian security
services against Russian citizens as another flagrant provoca-
tion and demand their immediate release to Russian territo-
ry,” the ministry said.

Russia’s official TASS news agency, citing unnamed sourc-
es, also said that Kiev was trying to “fabricate a criminal case”
against the abductees on charges of alleged crimes against
Ukraine.

Kiev said the pair had been arrested in a Ukrainian-con-
trolled territory after allegedly crossing the border at Chon-
har, a village at the northeastern coast of Crimean Peninsula.
It said the servicemen had served in the Ukrainian army be-
fore deserting to Russia.

The new development can further escalate already tense
tensions between the two countries. Relations between Mos-
cow and Kiev strained after the Crimean Peninsula rejoined
Russia in a referendum in March 2014.

The ties deteriorated further after Kiev started a military
crackdown in the two mainly Russian-speaking regions of
Lugansk and Donetsk in the east, where there is a push for
greater autonomy from Ukraine.

According to the United Nations, some 10,000 people
have lost their lives and over 21,000 others have been injured
in the conflict since April 2014.

M Russian Bank under attack in Ukraine

Elsewhere, on Monday, a group of angry demonstrators
smashed windows and ransacked the Sberbank of Russia
branch on Leo Tolstoy Square in the Ukrainian capital Kiev.

The attackers were part of a much larger demonstration,
comprising of thousands of people, which convened in the
capital to commemorate the third anniversary of the deadly
pro-West protests.

The protests, first staged on November 21, 2013, led to
the ouster of President Viktor Yanukovych who was a key ally
of Russia.

Armed groups then took to the streets and fought pitched
battles with government forces after Yanukovych decided not
to sign an association agreement with the European Union.

Some sporadic scuffles broke out between groups of rival
protesters and security forces on Monday evening but no
casualties were reported.

(Source: Press TV)

Over 2 dozen injured as
police clamp down on
Dakota pipeline protest

Fresh clashes between police and pipeline protesters in the
United States state of North Dakota have left over two dozen
people injured, authorities say.

The latest round of protests against the Dakota Access
Pipeline (DAPL) turned violent on Monday, after police and
security contractors violently confronted a relatively large
gathering of people near one of the construction sites.

At least 26 people had to be taken to the hospital after
police resorted to using water cannon and tear gas to dis-
perse the protesters in the area’s freezing cold temperatures,
police confirmed.

Among the injured, there was a woman whose arm was
nearly cut off due to a small explosion, witnesses said.

Video footage from the face-off showed the woman, iden-
tified as Sophia Wilansky, sitting in a vehicle with a gory arm
injury. The injury was so serious that her bone was exposed.

Although police have refused to take responsibility for
the injury, protest leader Dallas Goldtooth said that she “was
struck directly by a concussion grenade last night on the front
lines”

Morton County Sheriff's Department spokeswoman Max-
ine Herr denied the claim, saying medical officials first spotted
the injured woman away from the action. "We're not sure
how her injury was sustained”

She went on to blame the incidents on the protesters, say-
ing Wilansky may have been hurt while they were “rigging up
their own explosives” to target officers.

(Source: Press TV)
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Nishikori targets big
tournaments after
successful 2016

Kei Nishikori has set his sights on making a grand slam break-
through in 2017 after the Japanese world number five conclud-
ed a successful season in which he claimed one ATP Tour title, an
Olympic medal and recorded a career-high 58 wins.

"A year that I won most matches does carry some signif-
icance but what is important is how much I can win at big
tournaments,” the 2014 U.S. Open runner-up was quoted as
saying by Kyodo news agency.

“Result-wise this has been my best year. ['ve played well against
the top-10 players and have been winning against the likes of (Rafa)
Nadal and (Andy) Murray, who I couldn't beat before.

“I'm making fewer mistakes as I get older. I hope to keep
building, bit-by-bit"

Nishikori started the campaign by reaching the quarterfinals
of the Australian Open and followed that up by winning his only
title of the year at the Memphis Open.

His form faltered slightly with fourth round defeats at the
French Open and Wimbledon, before he rediscovered his touch
to win bronze at the Rio Olympics and reached the semi-finals
of the U.S. Open, losing to eventual champion Stan Wawrinka.

Nishikori was also a losing finalist at the Miami Open in April
and Rogers Cup in July before his season ended with a defeat to
Novak Djokovic in the semi-finals of the ATP World Tour Finals in
London on Saturday.

The 26-year-old remains hopeful he can climb up to number
three in the world rankings, one better than his career-high.

‘I'm confident I have the ability to challenge for world num-
ber three and four" he added.

"I need to be more cautious while determining which points
in the match I have to focus and how I can win break points in
a more assured manner.” (Source: Reuters)

Klinsmann fired as head
coach of U.S. men’s team

Juergen Klinsmann has been fired as head coach of the U.S.
men’s national team in the wake of consecutive losses during
the qualifying campaign for the 2018 World Cup, U.S. Soccer
said on Monday.

Klinsmann was under contract through 2018 but his future with
the team had been in doubt after a pair of recent losses this month
left their hopes of qualifying for the next World Cup in serious peril.

Klinsmann's successor was
not named but multiple re-
ports suggest Bruce Arena
of Major League Soccer’s Los
Angeles Galaxy, who previ-
ously coached the U.S. team
from 1998-2006, is in line to
take over.

"Today we made the diffi-
cult decision of parting ways
with Juergen Klinsmann, our
head coach of the U.S. Men’s
National Team and technical
mes director’ U.S. Soccer pres-

~ ident Sunil Gulati said in

~ a statement. “We want to
thank Juergen for his hard work and commitment during
these last five years.

“He took pride in having the responsibility of steering the pro-
gram, and there were considerable achievements along the way!

The 52-year-old former Germany national team coach and
World Cup-winning striker had been in charge of the U.S. team
since 2011 when he replaced Bob Bradley and was supposed to
usher in transformative changes.

While Klinsmann’s run with the U.S. team did indeed include
some worthy highlights he was also criticised often for tactical
shortcomings while some reports suggested the players tuned
him out and failed to fully buy into his system.

The United States can still qualify for the 2018 World Cup
in Russia but a stunning 4-0 loss to Costa Rica, which came on
the heels of a 2-1 loss to Mexico, has them sitting dead last in
CONCACAF World Cup qualifying.

Should they rally and earn one of this round’s three auto-
matic qualification slots for Russia 2018, the United States would
become the first team in CONCACAF history to finish in the top
three of Hexagonal play after opening with two losses.

With their next World Cup qualifier not until a March 17 game
against Honduras, Klinsmann's replacement will have plenty of
time to take stock of the program and evaluate players.

Arena, who won three MLS Cups as coach of the Galaxy and
two with D.C. United, is reportedly in negotiations to take over
and an announcement could come as early as Tuesday.

During his tenure with the U.S. team, Arena led the squad to
the quarter-finals at the 2002 World Cup, their best result in the
tournament since 1930.

“While we remain confident that we have quality players to
help us advance to Russia 2018, the form and growth of the
team up to this point left us convinced that we need to go in a
different direction,” said Gulati.

"With the next qualifying match in late March, we have
several months to refocus the group and determine the best
way forward to ensure a successful journey to qualify for our
eighth-consecutive World Cup! (Source: Reuters)
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Barcelona, Manchester City look
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Lionel Messi is back, and thats the best
news Barcelona could have ahead of its
Champions League match at Celtic.

Messi  practiced with the team on
Monday, after missing the match against
Malaga in the Spanish league because of
illness. With Luis Suarez also absent through
suspension, Barcelona could not manage
more than a 0-0 draw. Both forwards will be
in squad to face Celtic on Wednesday.

What Messi means for Barcelona is easy
to see just by looking at numbers, even
without considering the inspirational things
he can do on the field.

Messi had hat tricks against Celtic and
Manchester City in earlier Group C matches
and has a total of 90 Champions League
goals, including seven hat tricks.

Perhaps surprisingly, Barcelona still has
not sealed a spot in the last 16, but could
do it with one match to spare. With nine
points, Barcelona needs a win or a draw to
advance, depending on other results.

After winning 7-0 at home against Celtic,
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Barcelona may have the mental edge. But
Celtic will have something to prove after its
biggest European defeat.

B GROUP A

First place in the group is the prize
when Arsenal hosts Paris Saint-Germain in
a meeting between the top two.

Both teams have 10 points and are
guaranteed to advance to the knockout
stage, but still to be determined is which
club finishes at the top — most likely
earning an easier game in the last 16.

They drew 1-1 in Paris, so the winner in
the return match in London will secure first
place based on their head-to-head record.

Ludogorets Razgrad is at home against
FC Basel in the group’s other game.

M GROUP B

The group is still wide open and even
last-place Dynamo Kyiv can advance to
the last 16, although it has only one point
ahead of visiting Napoli.

Napoli's campaign has stalled with one
point from the last two matches. But the

I spots in last
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Italian side will advance with a win, provided
Benfica also wins.

Benfica leads the group with seven
points and visits Besiktas, which has six.
Benfica goes through with a win. Besiktas
advances if it wins and Napoli doesn't.

Dynamo can only stay in contention with
a win and Besiktas fails to do so. Otherwise,
Dynamo cannot finish higher than fourth.

Il GROUP C

Yaya Toure inspired City to a 2-1 win
over Crystal Palace in the Premier League
on Saturday, but the former Ivory Coast
midfielder will be back out of the team against
Borussia Moenchengladbach because he is
not a member of City's Champions League
squad for the group stage.

llkay Gundogan is likely replace Toure
in midfield after the Germany international
was rested over the weekend, along with
John Stones and David Silva.

City only needs a draw to progress,
provided Celtic doesn't beat Barcelona. Celtic
stays in contention with a win, as long as City
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fails to take three points. Moenchengladbach
needs to win to retain a chance of reaching
the knockout stage for the first time.

B GROUP D

Atletico Madrid and Bayern Munich are
through and Atletico will take first place
in the group if it beats PSV Eindhoven at
home and Bayern draws or loses in Rostov.

Atletico has beaten Bayern and has 12
points, while Bayern has nine.

Bayern slumped to its first Bundesliga
defeat at Borussia Dortmund over the
weekend and will be without goalkeeper
Manuel Neuer, who has a calf injury. Sven
Ulreich will replace him. Arjen Robben,
Arturo Vidal and Javi Martinez are also
absent.

Atletico was far from its best, too, going
down 3-0 to Real Madrid in a repeat of last
season’s Champions League final that Real
Madrid won on penalties.

PSV and Rostov are battling for third
place in the group.

(Source: AP)

‘Cristiano, | hate you?!’ - Antoine
Griezmann after Euro 2016 final

Cristiano Ronaldo has told France Football
how Atletico Madrid striker Antoine
Griezmann joked of his “"hate” toward
the Real Madrid forward when they met
shortly after Portugal beat France in the
final of Euro 2016.

After leading his team to last summer’s
final, Ronaldo played just 25 minutes
against the hosts at the Stade de France
before limping off with a knee injury.

The 31-year-old then watched from
the dugout as his nation triumphed 1-0
courtesy of Eder’s extra-time winner,
allowing a jubilant Ronaldo to lift the Henri
Delauney trophy while Griezmann, 25,
and his teammates were left devastated.

"It's funny, because shortly after the
final, while on holiday in Miami, I bumped
into Antoine Griezmann in a restaurant
where he was dining with his fiancee,
Ronaldo said. “He came to see me at my
table and told me, with a cheeky smile,
'Cristiano, I hate you!"”

Portugal not only upset Griezmann
and the host nation in becoming
European champions, they also upset the
odds.

France were favourites to triumph
having trounced Iceland 5-2 in the last eight
and seen off world champions Germany in
the semifinals, especially as Portugal had
been unconvincing en route to the final.

According to  Ronaldo,  Didier
Deschamps’ men were too confident
ahead of the game, and the Portugal
captain used that as an added source of
motivation to claim their first ever major
international trophy.

T was convinced that calmness was
the key to everything,” he said. “We knew
we had a big advantage: we weren't the
favourites! The French thought they were
going to win easily. In any case, that's the
impression we had. When we started
warming up on the pitch, I felt the French
were a little too relaxed.

‘T looked at them, they were smiling
a lot. Of course you can smile before a
game, but they all seemed very happy.

Their body language betrayed a certain
assurance. I got that feeling and T used it,
as captain, to motivate my team-mates”

Ronaldo had been expected to star in
the showpiece occasion in Saint-Denis,
but a rough challenge from Dimitri Payet
cut short his contribution.

"I went back to the dressing room
so the national team doctor could
give me a diagnosis quickly,” Ronaldo
added. "Twas in a bad way, I was crying,
because I thought it was more serious.
The doctor quickly reassured me, but I
continued crying”

(Source: Soccenet)

Zlatan lbrahimovic

can imagine

‘conquering’ MLS after Man United

Manchester United striker Zlatan
Ibrahimovic has described a future
move to Major League Soccer as “a
huge option” but insists he has no
regrets about reuniting with manager
Jose Mourinho at Old Trafford this
season.

Ibrahimovic, 35, had been linked
with a move to MLS upon declaring
his intention to leave Paris Saint-
Germain last summer, only for him to
join Manchester United as a free agent
instead on a one-year deal with the
option of a further 12 months.

However, the striker told Aftonbladet
that a move to the United States still
interested him.

“It's a huge option for me," he said.
"For the football and everything else.

"I can see myself conquering the U.S.
as [ have with Europe.

“Lots of people stay in one place
throughout  their career, but I've
travelled around like Napoleon, and
conquered every new country where
I've sat foot.

“So perhaps [ should do
what Napoleon didn't
and cross the Atlantic and
conquer the States as well”

Ibrahimovic, like his new
team as a whole, enjoyed a strong start
to the campaign, only for that to talil
off and leave United nine points off the
lead after just 12 games.

The former Sweden international
always thought United would be
“underdogs” and remains confident
they can kick on, with Mourinho, his
former boss at Inter Milan, as important
in his move as the challenge itself.

"The team I signed for this summer
is not as strong as the one I left, but
when Mourinho called the decision was
easy,’ he said.

“When he calls I have no problem
coming, all we had to decide was
when [ was to be presented as Man U

player. The rest, the financial deal, was &

not the difficult part.

"It was about the challenge really,
and [ will never say no to a challenge.

"This is what 1 wanted; coming to
one of the world's biggest clubs, that
has had troubles and not won much of
late, and try the Premier League. That is
the challenge”

Ibrahimovic was speaking ahead
of receiving his 11th Guldboll, the
prize presented by the Swedish FA to
the country’s best player. The Swedish
FA also announced on Monday that a
statue of Ibrahimovic would be erected
in Stockholm.

(Source: ESPN)
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Tallest Paralympian lets
game stand

Standing 2.46m, Iran’s Morteza Mehrzadselakjani became the
Paralympics' tallest ever competitor. But he wants to stand out
more for his sitting volleyball performance than his height.

He did just that at the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games, as
the 29-year-old played a key role in helping Iran reclaim
the gold medal, beating 2012 champions Bosnia and
Herzegovina 3-1 in the finals. Mehrzadselakjani was the
top scorer with 28 points in that gold medal match.

"Everyone expected us to win gold, they expect in every
event we should be the best, but reality has another face as
other teams are so qualified,” Mehrzadselakjani said. “The
Paralympic Games are the place for the best. All athletes
appeared so well, especially our team”

Having only joined the national squad in May last year,
Mehrzadselakjani is somewhat of a newcomer to the sport.

“The Intercontinental Cup in China was the first
international tournament which I've experienced in my
life,” he said.

However he quickly bonded with his new team
mates, who have helped Mehrzadselakjani prepare for
what was to come.

"After every training session we talked about London
and everything that happened. I think this helped me so
much to understand the Paralympic atmosphere. We all
helped and guided each other and I extend my gratitude
to them,” Mehrzadselakjani said.

When asked whether it was too soon to think about
Tokyo 2020, Mehrzadselakjani said: “From the moment
of coming down from the podium in Rio, we should be
thinking about Tokyo"

Mehrzadselakjani is also bothered by the public's new
found attention: "I am not the whole team, I am only taller
than the others!

Iran has won either gold or silver in every edition of
the Paralympics since 1988, and with a team mixed with
returning and newcomers at Rio, they are expected to
continue their competitiveness.

Preparations are already underway for the team to

maintain their success with their focus now turned towards
the launch of the national league and various Champion-
ship cups, both of which will be used to scout new players.

After dealing with the increased attention from other
athletes asking for selfies and high praise from his coach
Hadi Rezaei, who mentioned Mehrzadselakjani has the
potential to become the best player in the world within
two years, Mehrzadselakjani now has the experience to
help the next generation adapt to the high demands

out

of the national set up. He said those who are afraid of
trying out should remember that "you cannot succeed
by staying at home. Forget the past, think about the
future and the promised days”

The main change which Mehrzadselakjani has seen
since he started is that people no longer consider him
just a tall man.

“Now, they consider me as a Paralympian,” he said.
(Source: paralympic.org)

Rouhani congratulates Iran’s female
taekwondo team over world title

S W Iran’s President Hassan
d e s k Rouhani extends his

congratulation to taekwondo female team ~ -42kg won two

Zahra Pouresmaeil in the +68kg
weight class and Mobina Nejad Katesariin

@ &

gold medals respectively. Association  (KNVB)

President of the

k' Royal Dutch Football

KNVB president Michael van Praag
to visit Iran

Michael van Praag will be accompanied
by Johan van Geijn, who is head of
international  Assistance  programs in

Michael  van

for winning the 2016 World Taekwondo
Junior Championships.

The Tranian team, headed by Fatemeh
Safarpour, claimed two gold and two bronze
medals in the five-day competition held in
Burnaby, Canada'l congratulate the Iranian
female taekwondo practitioners, coaches
and the nation over winning the world
championship for the first time;" Rouhani said.

g

Mobina Babalou in -55kg class and Parisa
Javadi Kouchaksarei in -63kg seized two
bronze medals.Iran stood on the podium
with 55 points, followed by Chinese
Taipei who won one gold and three silver
medals and bagged 55 points.

Russian Federation came third with
50 points, winning three silver and two
bronze medals.

Praag will travel to Tehran to sign a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the Iranian football federation.
Former president of Iran Football
Federation Ali Kaffashian — now vice
president- had a meeting with van
Praag in September and two parties had
talked about signing a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in the the meeting.

Africa, Asia and the Caribbean at the Royal
Netherlands Football Association (KNVB).

Iran U-23 football team had held
a training camp in the Netherlands
in September ahead of the AFC U-23
Championships.

The Iranian football federation has
already signed MoU with Italy, the UAE,
Japan, Norway and Belarus federations.

Five tackwondo practitioners to represent
Iran at WTF Grand Prix Final

Iran will participate with five taekwondo practitioners
at the 2016 World Taekwondo Federation (WTF) Grand
Prix Final.

The prestigious competition will take place at the
Sarhadchi Olympic Sport Complex in Azerbaijan’s
capital Baku on December 9 and 10.

Farzan Ashourzadeh Fallah, Masoud Hajizavareh,
Behnam Asbaghi, Abolfazl Yaghoubi Jouybari and

Armin Hadipour will participate in the two-day
competition.

The 2016 World Taekwondo Team Championships
that will also be held in Baku, Azerbaijan on December
12-13 and Siavash Fakhraei, Saeid Rajabi, Ashourzadeh
Fallah, Hajizavareh, Asbaghi, Yaghoubi Jouybari and
Hadipour will represent Iran in the event.

(Source: Tasnim)

Steven Gerrard turns down MK Dons, could return to Liverpool - sources

Steven Gerrard could rejoin Liverpool
as an academy coach after he rejected
the chance to manage Milton Keynes
Dons, sources close to the player have
told ESPN FC.

ESPN FC sources revealed on Saturday
that League One outfit MK Dons, who are
searching for a new manager after the
departure of Karl Robinson last month,
were set to fail in their bid to tempt
Gerrard into his first managerial role at
Stadium:mk.

Gerrard, who is in the process of
earning his UEFA A coaching licence, has
yet to make a decision on his next move
after confirming he is leaving LA Galaxy
when his contract expires in December,
but it is reported he is open to a return
to his former club in a coaching role
which could be combined with a similar

position with the England senior squad.

He is also considering continuing his
playing career for another six months
before hanging up his boots to concentrate
on coaching.

Sources have told ESPN FC that although
both parties would be open to a role
coaching at Liverpool, any move to join the
staff at Anfield this season seems unlikely
and that will not change before the summer.

MK Dons have also sounded Gerrard's
former England teammate Frank Lampard,
but the ex-Chelsea star also snubbed their
overtures as he plans to continue playing
for another year after leaving New York
City FC.

The Dons are in the League One
relegation zone, one point adrift of
safety, after having been relegated from
the Championship last season.

Former Liverpool teammate Jamie
Carragher believes Gerrard is not yet
ready to go into management and wants
to gain more experience first.

‘I just don't think he fancies it/
Carragher told Sky Sports. "He’s only just
got back, he was in the States and his
family didn't go over there fully, so I think
it would be a big move to then move
down to Milton Keynes.

"It maybe came a bit too early, if it was
six months or 12 months down the line
then maybe there would have been a
good chance of it happening.

‘I don't think he is fully ready, he’s still
got to get coaching badges, that's not to
say he couldn't do the job, but I think he
maybe wants to get more experience.

‘I think it's great that is making noise
that he wants to go into management.

[ think if he would have taken the job
it would have been a good decision in
terms of the club.

“Sir Alex Ferguson always said don't
pick your club, pick your chairman and
I think that chairman [Pete Winkelman]
gave Karl Robinson plenty of time, a
good five or six years.

"He gave Roberto Di Matteo and
Paul Ince a chance and their first jobs in
football. He certainly seems a chairman
that gives a young manager a job, so I
think it may have been more the chairman
than the club that would have enticed him
to go there.

"He’s turned that down now, but the
fact that he has spoken to a club means
more clubs will be showing an interest
and [ think it will only be a matter of time!

(Source: Soccernet)
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Andy Murray’s work ethic
is behind his rise to No1
and he can stay there

Andy Murray has worked so hard to reach the top of his sport
— which he marked emphatically by beating Novak Djokovic
in straight sets on Sunday — that he intends to stay there for
as long as he can. There is every chance he will still be Nol in
the world when he returns to defend his Wimbledon title next
June and he may even be Sir Andy by then.

“When I was always fourth in the world, I never liked losing,’
he said in the small hours after his 6-3, 6-4 win in an hour an 43
minutes at the O2 Arena to win his first ATP World Tour Finals
and retain the world Nol ranking he took from Djokovic in Paris
a fortnight ago. “But it didn't have the same kind of impact be-
cause [ wasn't Nol and I wasn't like holding on to something.
Fourth place in the world is still great but it isn't Nol.

"Maybe now, especially the last few months when I have
had that goal there and have been trying to get there, I want
to stay there. I don't feel too high just now, I feel good — and
I feel motivated to keep going. I have enjoyed the last five, six
months the most I have in all of my career. That is probably
because I have won a lot, so [ want to keep going”

Murray’s love of boxing is not a passing whimsy. He recog-
nises the similarities with tennis and he was especially tuned
into Andre Ward's points win over the awesome Russian Sergey
Kovalev to win the world light-heavyweight title at the weekend,
a victory the American put together systematically rather than
spectacularly, after being down in the second round.

"Twatched the fight this morning. A lot of times when you
watch a fight and then read what they say afterwards, the
person that you think has done the most damage, you think
that might win you the fight, but it doesn’t. Everything gets
reset after each round!

A bit like tennis, then —and a bit like his own career? "Yeah,
I guess it is. Ward definitely won the second half of that fight
and Kovalev definitely won the first part of the fight. A lot of
the rounds, the fourth, fifth, sixth, were pretty close and you
could see maybe the scoring going either way. Kovalev did
more damage, so people think he was robbed but I think it
was pretty close. It was bloody close I think”

For Ward, read Murray, coming from behind to be Nol
in the world; for Kovaley, read Djokovic, letting an early ad-
vantage slip. After 11 years on Tour Murray is reaping the
richest dividend on his investment of hard work, sacrifice and
commitment. Those qualities might not be as glamorous as
pure talent but all champions have them. If Murray stays fit
and enthusiastic, he is perfectly placed to add to his three
majors, given Djokovic's new vulnerability and the gap to the
next tier of contenders.

Roger Federer, at 35 and out of the game with knee and back
problems since late July, and 30-year-old Rafael Nadal, cut down
by a wrist injury at Roland Garros that forced him to miss Wim-
bledon and coming off his poorest season in a decade, have a
lot of work to do to re-establish themselves as frontline chal-
lengers. The odds are against them. They have taken substantial
ranking hits, Federer out of the top 10 for the first time in 14
years, down at 16, and Nadal slipping to ninth.

Of the new intake at the top, Dominic Thiem did not show his
best in London last week but will surely make an impact soon, as
will the ever-volatile Nick Kyrgios, the increasingly impressive Mi-
los Raonic and the winner of three majors Stan Wawrinka, whose
power and strength invariably illuminate the big tournaments
but who admitted last week he is slowing down.

Only Djokovic is a realistic challenger to Murray's Nol
ranking but there is a definite sense his iron will is not what
it was — although he is still an extraordinary player and will
probably close the two-title gap on Nadal's 14 majors and
perhaps overtake Federer’s 17. Yet his aura has dimmed. He
may soon question his passion — or he may be revitalised by
the challenge. Five months ago he led Murray by more than
8,000 ranking points. Now he has the task of defending the
points he gathered like berries on a bush at the start of 2016,
a year that promised much but finished in disappointment
and maybe a little concern.

Murray begins his reign in earnest after only the briefest rest,
at the Australian Open in Melbourne, from 16 January. For the
first time he will probably start as favourite. Ivan Lend|, the chief
architect of Murray’s rise, along with his full-time coach Jamie
Delgado, did not expect him to reach the top of the rankings
until February or March but that scenario has changed dramati-
cally in the space of three months, in which Murray has won five
titles in a row and is unbeaten in 24 matches.

The ATP's shrewd Australian analyst, Craig O'Shannessy,
has spotted a key reason Murray has been winning so often.
‘A major component of Murray's ascendancy to world Nol
this season is his substantial improvement on second serve,’
O’'Shannessy says. ‘At the 2015 Australian Open Murray's av-
erage second-serve speed in his opening round against Yuki
Bhambri was a pedestrian 85mph. In his 2016 first-round match
in Melbourne against Alexander Zverev his second-serve speed
averaged 93mph, with the fastest at 108mph.

"Points won on second serve have steadily risen for Mur-
ray from 51% won in 2014, 52% last year and now up to 54%
in 2016, which puts him 13th on tour this year in this critical
category — up from 25th last season!

If those numbers do not sound spectacular, they have to be
factored in to his all-round game. Even when his serve comes
under quality pressure, he has an uncanny capacity to make the
most of an unpromising situation, to the point where he frus-
trates players with the sheer stickability of his tennis.

Murray is the patron saint of lost causes, most spectacu-
larly when he has to chase deep and wide. Countless times
he keeps a rally alive with that surreal, wrist-flicked backhand
lob on the run that seems to laser in from a great height to
within inches of the baseline at the other end. This consistent
skill not only sows doubt about coming into the net but it
gives Murray time to get in a better defensive position on the
next shot, and reset the exchange.

So two unspectacular but vital components of his game
underpin his week-in, week-out ability to beat less consist-
ent players. They complete the picture of his mantra about
hard work. When Murray is sweating for hours at his Miami
training base, or fine-tuning his game in lesser tournaments
before the first slam of the season, it is these and many other
skills he hones in preparation for the 11 months to follow.

(Source: Guardian)
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Salim
Moazzenzadeh,
Iran’s icon of
Islamic eulogy,
e i, marrates the agedy of three dies at 80

Kurdish girls who became pregnant after
being raped by members of ISIS. . ;E)':RAN Salg

The festival will run until December 4. Moazzenzadeh Ardebili, the eulogist

SINCE 1979

Evening: 17:13 Dawn: 5:21 to%onow) Sunrise: 6:49 (tomorrow)‘

“A157"” to go on
screen at French
festival

. TEHRAN — Iranian

sk director Behruz Nuranipur’s
documentary "A157" will be competing in the
14th International Festival Signes de Nuit,

Rahim, was considered to be Iran’s
most popular.

His son, Vadud, is also a vocalist

picks Iranian short
“Rain”

. TEHRAN — The Iranian short

sk film “Rain” by Mohammad-
Javad Salehi will go on screen at the 7th Green
Bay Film Festival, which will be held in the U.S.
city located in the state of Wisconsin from
March 2 to 5, 2017.

of the Prophet's household who
was known as the king of eulogists
in Iran, died of heart failure on
Tuesday morning, his son, Vadud,
announced.

Salim was born in 1936 in Ardebil.
He used to perform most of his
eulogies in the Azeri language.
However, he had a good command
of the Persian and Arabic languages
as well.

His father, Sheikh Abdolkarim, was
one of the first who performed azan

and an artist.

Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Seyyed Reza Salehi-
Amiri expressed condolences over
the death of Moazzenzadeh in a
message published on Tuesday.

“No doubt, the name of that dear
individual who added more glory to
the eulogies in praise of the Prophet’s
household, will remain eternal, the
minister wrote in his message.

‘I offer my condolences on the
death of this popular eulogist to his

The event is a publicly-attended film festival
originally established in 2010.

“Films around Town’, a program dedicated
to screening independent films, will be held
at multiple locations prior to and after the
festival.

on Iran’s national radio program,
while the azan by Salim’s brother,

family. May God have mercy on his

soul, he added. Eulogist Salim Moazzenzadeh Ardebili in an undated photo

Parisian festival highlighting Iraman cinema

. TEHRAN — Forum des images, a
I sk Pparisian cultural center, is highlighting
Iranian cinema during the eighth edition of its film

festival.
U's' aCtor Says no ap°|°gy eSTlrw?rteen films have been selected to be screened
needed for “Hamilton”; in a special section titled “Iran, So Far, So Close’, the
remarks to Pence

organizers announced last Friday during the opening

ceremony of the festival, which runs until November 27.

Among the films are “Malaria” by Parviz Shahbazi,

NEW YORK (Reuters) — An actor from the hit Broadway “Lanturi” and "T'm Not Angry” by Reza Dormishian,
musical "Hamilton” who angered Donald Trump when he
appealed on-stage for Vice President-elect Mike Pence

to ensure the incoming administration respected all

“Fish and Cat” by Shahram Mokri and “Paradise” by
Sina Ataeian Dena.

Americans said on Monday he would not apologize for

the remarks.

President-elect Trump has complained several times
about the comments delivered on behalf of the cast by
actor Brandon Victor Dixon when Pence attended the
show on Friday evening. In a series of weekend Twitter
messages, Trump accused the cast of “terrible behavior,
said they had "harassed” Pence and demanded that they
apologize.

Pence himself said on Sunday he was not offended, and
declined to ask for an apology.

Dixon, who played America’s third vice president, Aaron
Burr, in the show, told CBS’s “This Morning” program there
was no need for the cast to apologize.

Standing in front of the cast, who are of diverse race and
ethnicity although they play historical figures who were
white, Dixon told Pence after Friday night's performance in
New York: “We, sir — we — are the diverse America who
are alarmed and anxious that your new administration will
not protect us, our planet, our children, our parents, or
defend us and uphold our inalienable rights.

Dixon defended the cast statement on Monday, saying
the actors wanted "to stand up and spread a message
of love and unity” following the bitterly divisive election
campaign that culminated in Trump's surprise win on Nov.

A number of Iranian filmmakers are in Paris to
attend review sessions arranged for some of the films.

On November 25, the festival also plans to hold
a meeting entitled “Iranian Cinema, In and Out” to
compare Iranian filmmakers working inside and outside
the country.

Iranian directors Reza Dormishian and Shahram
Mokri, and Iranian expatriate filmmakers Sanaz Azari
and Bani Khoshnudi are scheduled to attend the
meeting.

Calligrapher Abdollah Kiai will also hold a workshop
on November 25 on the sidelines of the festival.

A scene from “Lanturi”

(@0 el NI NEN @ Honaronline/Mojtaba Arabzadeh

“Another Time”
star Majid
Potki shines at

German festival

. TEHRAN — Majid
s K Potki, the star of the
Iranian ﬂlm ‘Another Time", has won
the Special Achievement Award at
the 65th International Film Festival
Mannheim-Heidelberg (IFFMH)
in  Germany for his outstanding
performance in the movie.

He received the award during
the closing ceremony of the festival
on Sunday, Marjan Alizadeh, the
international distributor of the film,
announced on Tuesday.

"Another Time”, which is
the directorial debut of Nahid
Hassanzadeh, tells the story of Ghadir,
a chemical plant worker who, after
being arrested for protesting against
not being paid his wages for over a
year, returns from his prison sentence
and is confronted with the fact that his
daughter, Somayyeh, has given birth
to a child out of wedlock.

“There's nothing to apologize for” Dixon told CBS.
“Conversation is not harassment.”

He said Trump was welcome to see the show as well,
adding that he appreciated that Pence listened and that
“it was the beginning of a conversation that I hope we can
continue to have’

"Art is meant to bring people together, it's meant to
raise consciousness,” Dixon said.

On Sunday, Pence acknowledged that many people
were disappointed and anxious after the election, but
he sought to reassure Americans that Trump would be a
president “for all Americans” when he takes office on Jan.
20.

Art enthusiasts visit an exhibition of paintings by Morteza Darebaghi at Tehran’s Iranshahr Gallery on November 21, 2016. The exhibit runs until December 6 at the
gallery located at 69 Sepand St, off Karim Khan Ave.

“Lion” brings India love affair full circle
for actor Dev Patel

William Trevor, watchful master of the
short story, dies aged 88

The victory by the Republican Trump, a New York
businessmanwho has never held public office, has prompted
a rash of protests nationwide by people concerned that his
tough campaign rhetoric about immigrants and Muslims
could translate into abuse of civil rights.

Iran stops sending
artworks to German,
Italian shows

Furthermore, the opponents also said that Italy and
Germany may return copies of the artworks instead of the
originals.

In a letter sent to his Iranian counterpart Mohammad-
Javad Zarif last week, German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier promised the full and safe return of the collection.

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Growing up
as the son of immigrants in London, actor
Dev Patel did not feel much connection to
India.

In fact, he says he spent most of his
youth “trying to distance myself from my
culture”

That all changed after shooting five
films in India. The latest of those, “Lion,"
is an adoption drama about a young
man conflicted about his identity, and
the film seems tailor made for him.

“It's kind of been the most nourishing
experience of my career so far’ said
Patel.

Patel, 26, made his name as the star of
the 2008 Oscar-winning movie “Slumdog
Millionaire” “Lion; out in US. movie
theaters on Thursday, is based on the true
story of Saroo Brierley, who as a 5-year-
old boy was separated from his family in
rural India when he accidentally boarded
the wrong train.

Unable to remember his home town
or his mother's name, Saroo is placed in
an orphanage, adopted by an Australian
family and taken to live in Tasmania. More
than 20 years later, he uses the Google
Earth map tool to try and find his home
in India.

‘I could really relate to it. As
someone who hadn't been to India
as a young man and tried to hide (his
Indian ethnicity) for a long time, when
I went there for 'Slumdog, it kind of
opened my mind to a whole new level
of consciousness and acceptability of
who I'am,” Patel said.

Patel, who also appeared in the two
"Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” movies,
said he now finds India enthralling and
exciting and a place that brings out “the
innermost feelings of your soul”

"All those preconceived notions that I
had as a young boy were broken, and it's
a love affair with (India) now," he said.

LONDON (The Guardian) — The Irish
author William Trevor, one of the greatest
short story writers of the last century, has
died at the age of 88.

Trevor, the author of more than 15
novels and many more short stories,
was shortlisted for the Man Booker prize
four times, most recently for “The Story
of Lucy Gault” in 2002, the same year he
was awarded an honorary knighthood
for his services to literature. He also won
the Whitbread prize three times and
frequently contributed short stories to The
New Yorker magazine.

His skill with the form drew comparisons
with  Chekhov, Maupassant and James
Joyce. In a 1975 review of William Trevor's
shortstory collection Angels at the Ritz,
Graham Greene described it as “one of the
best collections, if not the best since James
Joyce's Dubliners!

Booker-winning novelist John Banville
said: "Tknew William Trevor only a little, but

liked him very much, and admired him
even more. His natural reticence, allied to
his sense of the absurd, perhaps prevented
him from attracting the international
renown that he deserved —I cannot think
of anyone less likely as a ‘celebrity.

“He is one of the great shortstory
writers, at his best the equal of Chekhov.
So fine are his stories that they rather
overshadow the novels, which is a pity,
for at least one of them, Mrs Eckdorf
in O'Neills Hotel, I consider to be a
masterpiece, inexplicably neglected”

The novelist Roddy Doyle told the Irish
Times: “The man — the work - was brilliant,
elegant, surprising, reliable, precise, often
sad, sometimes funny, shocking and even
frightening. His big houses were great;
his small ones were wonderful too. The
angst was bang-on, and so were all the
other emotions and states. Every word
mattered, every sentence was its own big
house!
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