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P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Deld e s k egates from Iran

and 5+1 group gathered in Vienna,
Austria, on Tuesday to discuss the
implementation of the nuclear deal
and address the extension of the
anti-Iran sanctions by Washington,
IRNA reported.
This is the sixth time that the
signatories to the international nuclear deal – which consists of Iran,
the ﬁve permanent members of the
UN Security Council plus Germany
- come together to address issues
raised over the implementation of
the agreement, oﬃcially named the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
or the JCPOA.
The meeting comes nearly a month
after Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif called on the involved
parties to address the U.S. renewal of
sanctions against Iran.
The Iran Sanction Act (ISA) was ﬁrst
ratiﬁed in 1996 under the Clinton administration to rule out investment in
Iran’s energy sector.
The Senate voted on December 1,
2016 unanimously in favor of extending the sanctions a further ten years.
Iranian oﬃcials consider the move a
violation of the nuclear pact.
Under the JCPOA a joint commission of the seven signing countries
monitors the implementation of the
deal to resolve the issues raising with
its implementation.
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OPINION
By Ali Kushki
Head of the Politics Desk of
the TehranTimes

Rafsanjani and his
political legacy

A

yatollah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani has been and continues to be a name to conjure
up with in Iran’s contemporary history.
Over more than six decades of
political life, he never stepped into
wilderness as indicated by dozens of
nicknames such as a “pillar of the Revolution” and “man of all seasons” he
earned all the way along.
For me who was born in the thick
of a war Iraq waged against Iran and
Rafsanjani commanded, the question
arises as to what made the veteran,
mysterious, taciturn politician what he
was until his passing on Jan. 8.
A chronological look at Rafsanjani’s
record makes one to come up with a
dynamic characterization of the politically savvy cleric.
And it is exactly this political dynamism that renders the ﬁrst-generation
revolutionary an indelible, irreplaceable asset for the 1979 Revolution.
As commander-in-chief of the war
he could convince the late Ayatollah
Khomeini to champion an end to it.
Turning back on the crony-rich
etatism he had enshrined during his
two terms of presidency, Rafsanjani
became an outspoken advocate of
privatization, calling for minimizing
governments’ role in the economy.
A lifetime practitioner of conservatism who never was thought to seriously contemplate political reform,
he rose to enlist the support of a
class of scattered reformists who later on threw their full weight behind
incumbent President Hassan Rouhani in 2013.
Looking beyond Iran, he brokered
closest ties ever clinched with the Arab
world and sought a détente with the
West.
All these eﬀorts, at times seen
by opponents as paradoxical and a
backing down from his revolutionary
stances, were in fact part of a dynamic
agenda Rafsanjani perfected all over
his political life.

Rafsanjani, pillar of
Revolution, laid to rest
See page 2

Tehran Times/ Majid Haghdoust

Iran, 5+1 discuss
Washington’s
anti-Iran
sanctions

Iranian engineer invents world’s first hysteroscopic
myolysis instrument
By Maryam Qarehgozlou
Mankind has always been obsessed by coming up with new ideas to make life easier. Not
all inventions have been practical or appreciated in their own times but they have certainly changed the way we live now one way
or another.
Ranging from ﬁre and wheel to the most
complicated space stuﬀ almost all inventions
play an important role in our everyday lives.
However, by the advancement of science the
inventions have become more convoluted and
in order to devise a practical instrument one
usually needs some certain and relevant level
of expertise and a team who would be able to
help with diﬀerent aspects of the project.
Soroush Barmooz, a young inventor who
holds a master’s degree in biomedical engineering from Amirkabir University of Technology (Tehran Polytechnic), has designed
hysteroscopic surgical instruments to treat different types of benign uterine tumors called
ﬁbroids in women with a minimally invasive
technique.
Barmooz, 28, who is from Mahabad, a

city in the northwestern province of West
Azarbaijan, believes his invention could help
treat those benign uterine tumors with least
side eﬀects possible, avoiding possible complications which may occur during or after
the invasive procedures and help the patients
live a normal life afterwards without worrying for adverse and undesirable side eﬀects a
major surgery might cause.
Aside from the surgical improvements Barmooz’s invention would bring about it can help
eliminate the social and psychological problems
which may arise from the disease namely infertility and removal of the entire uterus.
In an exclusive interview with the Tehran Times, Barmooz has explained his path
through his groundbreaking invention.
Below is the text of the interview.
Please explain your invention.
A: We have developed four surgical instruments for treating uterine ﬁbroids by
minimally invasive myolysis (dissolution or
liquefaction of muscular tissue) techniques.
The idea of developing such instruments
stems from my MSc thesis which I defended

in February 2014. As a part of the thesis my
mission was to design a surgical hysteroscopic instrument for treating submucosal uterine
ﬁbroid (ﬁbroids develop just under the lining
of the uterine cavity).
Doctor Mustafa Rostami, board member
at Amirkabir University of Technology, and
Doctor Farah Farzaneh, board member at
Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences helped me through the project as well.
[Hysteroscopy is a procedure that allows
the doctor to look inside the uterus in order
to diagnose and treat causes of abnormal
bleeding.]
My instrument is ergonomically compatible to the female reproduction system and
the surgeon’s hands comprising multiple
mechanisms each playing a special role to
satisfy the requirements of the hysteroscopic
operation. The main mechanisms are a set of
surgical electrodes which are anchored inside
the ﬁbroid for coagulation means. Electricity
is applied to the needles and delivered to
the ﬁbroid tissue and a subsequent necrosis
(death of the cells) will occur.
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Army to fight on to liberate every inch of Syria: Assad
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad says the
armed forces will ﬁght until the liberation of
“every inch” of the homeland from militant
and extremist presence.
Assad made the remarks in a statement
given to French media, the full version of
which was published by the oﬃcial Syrian
Arab News Agency on Monday.
“Of course it’s our mission, according to
the constitution and according to the laws,
that we have to liberate every inch of the Syrian land,” he said.
Assad had been asked whether the country had any plans to liberate Raqqa from the
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/
Daesh) Takﬁri terrorist group, which has
named the northern city as its so-called
headquarters in the country.
“We do not consider that (retaking Aleppo
from the militants) as a victory because vic-

tory will be when we have eliminated all the
terrorists,” Assad said, adding however, that “it
is a critical moment in this war because we
are on the path to victory.”
Everything can be negotiated
He also said that the Syrian delegation
was prepared “to negotiate everything” in
the upcoming talks with the opposition,
which is to be held in the Kazakh capital of

“We do not consider
that (retaking Aleppo
from the militants)
as a victory because
victory will be when we
have eliminated all the
terrorists.”

Condolences
Dear Colleague Mrs. Hanieh Sadat Jafarieh,
We express condolences over the death of your grandmother. May her soul rest in peace.
Tehran Times staff and management

Astana with the mediation of Russia, Turkey
and Iran.
Asked if the government was ready to
discuss Assad’s position as president, he said
“yes, but my position is linked to the constitution.”
“If they want to discuss this point, they
must discuss the constitution,” he said.
The Syrian head of state also said any
constitutional matter should be put to a referendum, adding that he would willingly step
down if the results of a public referendum on
his continued tenure obliged him to do so.
“The president is related to the ballot box.
If they (the Syrian people) don’t need him,
let’s go to the ballot box,” he said.
Late last year, the Syrian army managed
to liberate the eastern sector of Aleppo, the
country’s second-largest city, which had fallen
to Takﬁri groups back in 2012.
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Condolences
Dear Colleague Mrs. Mahboubeh Ebrahimshah,
We sympathize with you over the death of your beloved brother and
beg patience for you and your family.
Tehran Times staff and management

Daewoo to
set up joint
shipbuilding
company in Iran
this month
E CO N O M Y TEHRAN — Daed e s k woo
Shipbuilding

and Marine Engineering Co., Ltd.
(DSME) is to establish a shipbuilding
company with three Iranian state-run
companies by the end of January.
DSME will found the company with
the Industrial Development and Renovation Organization of Iran (IDRO),
the National Iranian Tanker Company
(NITC), and the Islamic Republic of Iran
Shipping Line (IRISL), IDRO managing
director Mansour Mo’azzami said, idro.ir
reported on Tuesday. The South Korean
shipbuilder said it had signed an agreement to help develop Iran’s shipbuilding
industry in late December, American
Shipper reported at the time.
It signed the deal with IDRO to establish a joint venture company that
will develop an Iranian shipyard in cooperation with DSME’s Okpo shipyard.
The joint venture company was to
engineer and build the types of ships
needed by Iran, DPME said.
Since 1983, DSME has delivered 38
ships valued at $1.65 billion to Iranian companies, including the IRISL and the NITC.
It was big news in early December
when IRISL ordered 10 ships - four 14,400TEU containerships and six 50,000 DWT
product/chemical tankers - not from
DSME, but from rival South Korean shipbuilder Hyundai Heavy Industries.

PERSPECTIVE
By our staff writer

Rafsanjani: A
unifying figure
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani was a great
treasure for the Islamic Republic.
Navigating the country through
the stormy years of the Islamic Revolution was a very diﬃcult task which
had to be handled by Rafsanjani and
some other senior oﬃcials of the
time.
The handling of the aﬀairs at that
time was extremely diﬃcult as the
country had to deal with separatist
movements, terrorist activities and a
sudden and insane war against Iran by
Iraq in the 1980.
However his wise advices and important decisions during hard times
earned Rafsanjani the title of “the man
of all seasons”.
Also, his circumspect views made
him an internationally famous ﬁgure.
Rafsanjani’s statement in 2002 that
likened George W. Bush to a dinosaur with the brain of a sparrow will
be remembered in history. Probably
Rafsanjani was predicting that Bush,
through his reckless unilateral approaches, which one of them was
manifested in the war on Iraq, was
giving gifts to extremists.
As an inﬂuential, moderate, and intelligent politician, respected at home
and abroad, Rafsanjani’s domain of
activities was inclusive. For example
when he was president from 1989 to
1997 his cabinet included moderate
ﬁgures from both conservative and reformist camps.
It took some years that a segment
of the society and some political activists and groups to realize the grandeur
and maturity of Rafsanjani.
Rafsanjani’s major concerns were
national unity and social and economic development.
He also pushed for unity among
regional countries and constantly
advised against extremism and that
is why he was recognized as a unifying ﬁgure in the Islamic world. Bakir
Izetbegovic, the president of Bosnia
and Herzegovina who visited Iran last
October, called Rafsanjani “champion
of peace in the Islamic world”.

P O L I T I C S

Rafsanjani,

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
Iran marks
martyrdom
anniversary of
nuclear scientist
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Iran commemoratd e s k ed the martyrdom anniversary of

nuclear scientist Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan.
Ahmadi Roshan and his driver were assassinated by
magnetic bombs attached to the car by two assailants
on January 11, 2012. He was a chemistry expert and a
director of the Natanz uranium enrichment plant.
Iran holds Israel ﬁrst and foremost responsible
for the terrorist attack carried out the Mojaheddin
Khalq Organization.

Iran says will
respond to Saudi
Hajj invitation
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Leader’s representd e s k ative for Hajj and Pilgrimage Af-

fairs Seyed Ali Ghazi Askar said on Tuesday that
Iran will respond to Saudi Arabia’s invitation for Hajj.
“Text of the invitation is not much diﬀerent from
the last years’ invitations and Iran will send the response in future days,” he said.
Iran stopped sending people to Hajj after 464 of its
pilgrims were killed in a stamped in September 2015.
Iranian oﬃcials accused Riyadh of being incapable of managing the annual event, holding the
country accountable for the disaster.

Abdullah sees
future of IranAfghanistan ties
as ‘bright’
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Chief Executive of
d e s k the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Abdullah Abdullah has called for expansion of cooperation with Iran, saying the future of ties is “bright”.
During a meeting with an Iranian media delegation,
Abdullah said that there is good relationship between
the two countries, yet there is great opportunity to expand it. Iran and Afghanistan have many cultural and historic commonalities that help expand relations, he added.
He also thanked Iran for hosting hundreds of
thousands of Afghan immigrants.

Managing Director

pillar of Revolution, laid to rest
By Ali Kushki

A

yatollah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani was laid to rest on Tuesday,
capping three days of mourning
as millions of Iranians said farewell to the
“pillar of the Revolution” with a mix of
tears and choruses of “Hashemi Is Alive.”
The body of the ﬁrst-generation revolutionary was buried in the mausoleum
of Imam Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic Republic, in southern Tehran.
Rafsanjani, 82, died immediately after
being admitted to a Tehran hospital on
Sunday with a heart condition.
For Iran's moderate and reformist
camps, Rafsanjani was a father ﬁgure
though he practiced conservatism during
two terms of his presidency (1989-1997).
At least two million and a half of people lined streets and plazas across the
route to bid farewell to Rafsanjani, who
was the commander-in-chief during Iraq’s
war against Iran in the 1980s.
It took the cortege hours to pass
through the crowds to arrive at the mausoleum.
Funeral prayers were performed by
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei who called the late veteran
politician “old friend and comrade.”
Other senior oﬃcials, including President Hassan Rouhani, Parliament Speaker
Ali Larijani and Judiciary Chief Ayatollah
Sadegh Larijani, accompanied the Leader

“After the loss of Hashemi, I know of no other
personality, with whom I had such a common
experience over such a long period,” the
Leader said in a message on Sunday.

at the prayers.
Since Rafsanjani's passing, messages
of condolence have been pouring in both
from home and abroad.
“After the loss of Hashemi, I know of
no other personality, with whom I had
such a common experience over such a
long period,” the Leader said in a message on Sunday.
"The soul of the great man of the
Revolution, symbol of patience and resistance has gone to Heaven," Rouhani
tweeted hours after Rafsanjani’s death.
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif said the demise of Rafsanjani is too
painful to put it in words. “The late Ayatollah Hashemi (Rafsanjani) was such a
great man,” Zarif noted.
White House press secretary Josh Earnest said Rafsanjani was a "prominent ﬁgure" and a "consequential ﬁgure" in Iran's
history.
President Putin’s special envoy also attended Iran’s embassy in Moscow, oﬀering condolences.
Syrian President Bashar Assad oﬀered
condolences in a statement that said Rafsanjani was known for his "courageous
and frank stances and his hard work for
the sake of the dignity and freedom of
the Iranian people”.
Also, Lebanese, Omani, Kuwaiti, Qatari, Bahraini, South African, Nicaraguan,
Venezuelan, and UAE oﬃcials sent messages of condolence to Iran.

JCPOA permits Iran to import natural uranium: State Department
P O L I T I C S John Kirby, the U.S. State Department
d e s k spokesman, said on Monday that the

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action permits Iran to import natural uranium.
“The JCPOA does permit Iran to import natural uranium, and such transactions were always anticipated
throughout the process of working towards the deal,” he
said in a press conference.

POLITICS
d e s k

Masoud Rojhani:

Taking Giant Stride towards
Supporting Domestic Production,
Atop Agenda of “VAYO” Company
As mentioned in our previous edition, the senior oﬃcial of the company believes that national production should be supported in the country, so that the country can materialize most
of its objectives in the best form possible.
Masoud Rojhani Managing Director of VAYO Company pointed out that national production in tandem with national media can play a decisive role among Iranian families, the issue of
which should be taken into serious consideration.
The senior oﬃcial of this industrial and production company called on responsible oﬃcials and
authorities as well as noble nation of Islamic Iran to support national production wholeheartedly
especially in the current year named after “Resistance Economy, Action and Implementation”.
By investing in the ﬁeld of national production, giant step will be taken for exporting Iranian
garments and apparels to neighboring states.
As it is observed, China managed to get lion’s share of products in Iranian market with exporting rhinestone and garments to Iran at ﬁrst and then resorted to exporting other products
such as vehicles, spare parts, and other low- quality products, the issue of which created many
problem for noble people in the country.
Focusing on meeting needs of families living in the country and oﬀering quality products
with fair and reasonable prices, VAYO Industrial and Production Company intends to produce
men’s, women’s and children’s wear in the best form possible.
The senior manager of the company is of the opinion that this move requires governmental
and public trust.
Supporting industrial units will be eased if problems facing producers are taken into consideration and/or if ill smuggling phenomenon is uprooted
by the respected government, he highlighted.
He also urged governmental oﬃcials to take eﬀective
steps in line with supporting small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
VAYO Industrial and Production Unit has two sales agencies
in metropolis Tehran, he said, adding: “With the coordination
made in this regard, the company will set up sales agencies in
other provinces of the country in future.”
As we know, observing clothing etiquette represents the
culture and personality of people, so that the company has
concentrated on producing high-quality garments and apparel in order to have a drastic role in neighboring states
and even in European market.
Given the above issue, New York-based “MODE” Magazine
published in 2016 used a completely covered clothing style with
headscarf. In addition, this magazine also used Iranian tile work
masterpiece for designing its clothes and apparels in its latest
edition, the most important of which is outstanding designer
of D&G (Dolce and Cabana), considered as one of the most
important and top clothing brand in world.
In the end, I, as managing director of VAYO Industrial and
Production Unit, request government oﬃcials and noble people
of the country to throw their heavyweight on the company in
line with materializing most of its objectives.
Address: No. 626, 2nd Floor Chahar Sogh Shipping Mall, Between
Small and Large Chahar Sogh, Grand Market, Tehran

Mobile: 09125136619
Tel: 55698326
www.vayoco.com

JANUARY 11, 2017

IRNA/Ahmad Moeini Jam

I NTE R NATI O NAL DAI LY

According to RT, Moscow will deliver a large shipment
of natural uranium to Tehran in compensation for exporting tons of Iranian heavy water for reactor cooling.
Diplomatic sources told AP that the move is approved
by the major world powers, including the U.S.
The move must now be approved by the UN Security
Council, which won’t be a problem as the permanent
ﬁve are the only members of the Council with a veto, the

، ﻣﺴﻌﻮﺩ ﺭﺟﺤﺎﻧﻰ
: ﻣﺪﻳﺮﻋﺎﻣﻞ ﺷﺮﻛﺖ ﻭﺍﻳﻮ ﺍﻋﻼﻡ ﻛﺮﺩ

ﻫﺪﻑ ﺷﺮﻛﺖ ﮔﺎﻡ ﺑﺮﺩﺍﺷﺘﻦ
ﺩﺭ ﺭﺍﺳﺘﺎﻯ ﺗﻮﻟﻴﺪ ﻣﻠﻰ
ﺍﻳﻦ ﺷﺮﻛﺖ ﺑﺎ ﺩﺭ ﻧﻈﺮ ﮔﺮﻓﺘﻦ ﻧﻴﺎﺯ ﺧﺎﻧﻮﺍﺭ ﺍﻳﺮﺍﻧﻰ ﻭ ﻫﻤﻴﻨﻄﻮﺭ ﺑﺎﺯﺍﺭ ﻭ ﻗﻴﻤﺘﻬﺎﻯ ﻣﻌﻘﻮﻝ ﻭﻛﻴﻔﻴﺖ
ﺑﭽﻪ ﮔﺎﻧﻪ ﻗﺪﻡ،ﺯﻧﺎﻧﻪ،ﺩﺭ ﻧﻈﺮ ﺩﺍﺭﺩ ﺑﻪ ﺑﻬﺘﺮﻳﻦ ﺷﻜﻞ ﻣﻤﻜﻦ ﺩﺭ ﺯﻣﻴﻨﻪ ﺗﻮﻟﻴﺪ ﻛﺎﺭﻫﺎﻯ ﻣﺮﺩﺍﻧﻪ،ﻋﺎﻟﻰ
 ﺑﺎ ﺩﺭ ﻧﻈﺮ ﮔﺮﻓﺘﻦ ﻣﺸﻜﻼﺕ.ﻛﻪ ﺳﻬﻮﻟﺖ ﺍﻳﻦ ﺍﻣﺮ ﺑﻪ ﺣﻤﺎﻳﺖ ﺩﻭﻟﺖ ﻭ ﻣﺮﺩﻡ ﻣﻰ ﺑﺎﺷﺪ، ﺑﺮﺩﺍﺭﺩ
ﺗﻮﻟﻴﺪ ﻛﻨﻨﺪﻩ ﻭﻫﻤﻴﻦ ﻃﻮﺭ ﺍﺯ ﺑﻴﻦ ﺑﺮﺩﻥ ﻛﺎﻻﻯ ﻗﺎﭼﺎﻕ ﺍﺯ ﻃﺮﻑ ﺩﻭﻟﺖ ﻋﺰﻳﺰﻣﺎﻥ ﺳﻬﻞ ﻭ ﺁﺳﺎﻥ
ﻫﻤﻴﻨﻄﻮﺭ ﺗﺒﻠﻴﻎ ﻭ ﺗﺸﻮﻳﻖ ﺗﻮﻟﻴﺪﻳﻬﺎﻯ ﻛﻮﭼﻚ ﻭﺍﻋﻄﺎ ﺗﺴﻬﻴﻼﺕ ﺍﻣﻜﺎﻧﺎﺕ ﺑﺮﺍﻯ ﺑﺰﺭگ.ﻣﻰ ﺷﻮﺩ
...ﻛﺮﺩﻥ ﺧﻂ ﺗﻮﻟﻴﺪ
ﻃﺒﻖ ﮔﻔﺘﻪ ﻫﺎﻯ ﻣﺪﻳﺮ ﻋﺎﻣﻞﺷﺮﻛﺖ ﻭﺍﻳﻮ ﺍﻳﻦ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﻪ ﺩﻭ ﻧﻤﺎﻳﻨﺪﮔﻰﺩﺭ ﺳﻄﺢ ﺷﻬﺮ ﺗﻬﺮﺍﻥ ﺩﺍﺭﺩ
ﻭ ﻫﻨﻮﺯ ﺩﺭ ﺷﻬﺮﻫﺎﻯ ﺩﻳﮕﺮ ﺍﻳﺮﺍﻥ ﻧﻤﺎﻳﻨﺪﮔﻰﻓﻌﺎﻝ ﻧﺪﺍﺭﺩ ﻭ ﺑﻪ ﺩﻟﻴﻞ ﺭﻛﻮﺩ ﺑﺎﺯﺍﺭ ﺳﻄﺢ ﻓﺮﻭﺵ ﭘﺎﻳﻴﻦ
0ﻭ ﻫﺰﻳﻨﻪ ﻫﺎﻯ ﺑﺎﻻﻯ ﺗﻮﻟﻴﺪ ﻛﺎﺭ ﺩﺭ ﺍﻳﻦ ﺭﺍﺳﺘﺎ ﺳﺨﺖ ﺩﺷﻮﺍﺭ ﺷﺪﻩ ﺍﺳﺖ
ﻫﻤﺎﻧﻄﻮﺭ ﻛﻪ ﻫﻤﻪ ﻣﺎ ﻣﻴﺪﺍﻧﻴﻢ ﺩﺭ ﺗﻤﺎﻣﻰ ﻛﺸﻮﺭﻫﺎ ﻧﻮﻉ ﭘﻮﺷﺶ ﻧﻤﺎﻳﺎﻧﮕﺮ ﻓﺮﻫﻨﮓ ﻭ ﺷﺨﺼﻴﺖ
ﺣﺎﻛﻢ ﺑﺮ ﺁﻥ ﻗﺴﻤﺖ ﺧﻮﺍﻫﺪ ﺑﻮﺩ ﻛﻪ ﺑﺎ ﺗﻮﻟﻴﺪ ﻭ ﻃﺮﺍﺣﻰ ﻣﻴﺘﻮﺍﻧﻴﻢ ﺩﺭ ﺁﻳﻨﺪﻩ ﺍﻳﻦ ﺗﺎﺛﻴﺮ
2016ﺭﺍ ﻛﺸﻮﺭﻫﺎﻯ ﻫﻤﺴﺎﻳﻪ ﻭ ﺣﺘﻰﺍﺭﻭﭘﺎﻳﻰ ﺑﺰﺍﺭﻳﻢ ﻫﻤﺎﻧﻄﻮﺭ ﻛﻪ ﺷﺎﻫﺪ ﺑﻮﺩﻳﻢ ﺩﺭ ﺳﺎﻝ
ﻣﺠﻠﻪ ﻣﺪ ﻧﻴﻮﻳﻮﺭﻙ ﺍﺯ ﻳﻚ ﻣﺪﻝ ﻛﺎﻣﻼ ﭘﻮﺷﻴﺪﻩ ﺍﺳﺘﻔﺎﺩﻩ ﻛﺮﺩﻩ ﺑﻮﺩ ﺑﺎ ﻣﻘﻨﻌﻪ ﻭ ﻫﻔﺘﻪ ﻣﺪ
ﻧﻴﻮﻳﻮﺭﻙ ﻫﻢ ﺑﺎ ﻣﺪﻟﻬﺎﻯ ﭘﻮﺷﻴﺪﻩ ﺷﻮ ﺍﺟﺮﺍ ﻛﺮﺩﻥ ﻭ ﻃﺮﺍﺡ
ﺑﺮﺟﺴﺘﻪ ﺩﻯ ﺍﻥ ﺟﻰ ﻛﻪ ﻳﻜﻰ ﺍﺯ ﺑﺮﺗﺮﻳﻦ ﺑﺮﻧﺪﻫﺎﻯ ﺩﻧﻴﺎ
ﻫﺴﺖ ﺍﺯ ﻛﺎﺷﻰ ﻛﺎﺭﻯ ﺍﻳﺮﺍﻧﻰ ﺑﺮﺍﻯ ﻃﺮﺍﺣﻰ ﻫﺎﻯ ﻟﺒﺎﺱ
.ﺧﻮﺩ ﺍﺳﺘﻔﺎﺩﻩ ﻛﺮﺩﻩ ﺍﺳﺖ
ﺩﻟﻴﻞ ﺍﻳﻦ ﺣﺮﻛﺖ ﻫﺮ ﭼﻪ ﻣﻴﺨﻮﺍﻫﺪ ﺑﺎﺷﺪ ﺍﻣﺎ ﺍﺯ ﻃﺮﻓﻰ
ﻣﻴﺘﻮﺍﻥ ﺑﺮ ﺍﻳﻦ ﺑﺎﻭﺭ ﺑﻮﺩ ﻛﻪ ﺍﻳﻦ ﻫﻨﺮ ﻭ ﺫﻭﻕ ﺍﻳﺮﺍﻧﻰ ﻫﺴﺖ
ﻛﻪ ﺩﺭ ﺭگ ﺧﻮﻥ ﻫﻤﻪ ﻣﺎ ﺍﻳﺮﺍﻧﻴﻬﺎﻯ ﺧﻮﺵ ﺳﻠﻴﻘﻪ ﻭ ﺑﺎﻫﻨﺮ
ﻭﺟﻮﺩ ﺩﺍﺭﺩ ﻛﻪ ﻛﺸﻮﺭﻫﺎﻯ ﻏﺮﺑﻰ ﺑﻪ ﺭﺍﺣﺘﻰ ﺩﺍﺭﻧﺪ ﺍﺯ ﺁﻥ
 ﺍﻣﻴﺪﻭﺍﺭﻡ ﺍﻳﻨﺠﺎﻧﺐ ﻣﺴﻌﻮﺩ ﺭﺟﺤﺎﻧﻰ ﺩﺭ.ﺍﺳﺘﻔﺎﺩﻩ ﻣﻴﻜﻨﻦ
ﺧﺪﻣﺘﮕﺬﺍﺭ ﻣﺮﺩﻡ ﻭ، ﭘﻴﺸﺮﻭ،ﻛﻨﺎﺭ ﺗﻴﻢ ﺧﻮﺩﻡ ﻛﻪ ﻓﻌﺎﻝ
ﺍﻫﺪﺍﻑ ﺭﻫﺒﺮ ﺍﻧﻘﻼﺏ ﺍﺳﻼﻣﻰ ﺁﻳﺖ ﺍﷲ ﺧﺎﻣﻨﻪ ﺍﻯ ﺑﺎﺷﻢ
ﻭ ﺑﺘﻮﺍﻧﻢ ﺩﺭ ﻛﻨﺎﺭ ﺣﻤﺎﻳﺘﻬﺎﻯ ﺩﻭﻟﺖ ﻭ ﻣﺮﺩﻡ ﻭ ﺳﺮﻣﺎﻳﻪ
ﮔﺬﺍﺭﺍﻥ ﺍﻳﻦ ﻛﺸﻮﺭ ﺑﻪ ﺩﺭﺟﺎﺕ ﺑﺎﻻﻯ ﺍﻳﻨﻜﺎﺭ ﻭ ﺑﺰﺭگ ﻛﺮﺩﻥ
ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﻪ ﻛﻮﭼﻚ ﺑﻪ ﻳﻜﻰ ﺍﺯ ﺗﻮﻟﻴﺪ ﻛﻨﻨﺪﻫﺎﻯ ﺑﺰﺭگ ﻭ ﻛﺎﺭ
.ﺁﻓﺮﻳﻦ ﻣﻮﻓﻖ ﺍﻳﻦ ﻛﺸﻮﺭ ﺗﺒﺪﻳﻞ ﺑﺸﻮﻡ
 ﺑﺎﺯﺍﺭ ﺑﺰﺭگ ﭼﻬﺎﺭ ﺳﻮﻕ ﻛﻮﭼﻚ ﻭﺑﺰﺭگ ﭘﺎﺳﺎژ ﭼﻬﺎﺭ:ﻧﺸﺎﻧﻰ
626ﺳﻮﻕ ﻃﺒﻘﻪ ﺩﻭﻡ ﺷﻤﺎﺭﻩ
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sources added.
Kirby said, “Natural uranium is an internationally traded
commodity. It’s not usable in its natural form for building
a nuclear weapon. Iran can use any natural uranium it acquires only within the other limitations of JCPOA.”
Iran and the 5+1 group - the U.S., Britain, France, China and Russia plus Germany - ﬁnalized the text of the
JCPOA in July 2015. It took eﬀect in January 2016.

Russian diplomat:
JCPOA has proved ‘efficient’
P O L I T I C S Russia’s permanent representative to international organd e s k izations in Vienna has said that the Joint Comprehensive

Plan of Action, the oﬃcial name for the nuclear deal, has been proved to be
very “eﬃcient”, Tass reported.
“The document itself has proved very eﬃcient, that is why we would not
want to see problems not directly related to the Comprehensive Agreement
inﬂuencing its implementation,” Vladimir Voronkov said on Monday.
Commenting on extending the Iran Sanctions Act (ISA) by the U.S.
Congress for another 10 years, Voronkov said Washington and Tehran remained in permanent negotiations on the issue, as it concerns
bilateral relations. Russia sees the JCPOA as a major document for maintaining stability in its global dimension and assumes that the sanctions will
not aﬀect the agreement’s implementation, he said.
On U.S. President-elect Donald Trump’s stance on the Iran deal,
the Russian envoy said, “At the moment nobody knows the president-elect’s political program.”
“ The election campaign is one thing, but a new stage when he enters office is another. Then he will get an opportunity to have another
look at the document, to the practice of its implementation to find his
position on it in the future,” he said.
“We assume that the American side will deeply analyze how this agreement is implemented. In our view and not only in it, it is implemented very
eﬃciently,” he said, adding that IAEA inspectors conﬁrm this.

Iran, 5+1 discuss Washington’s
anti-Iran sanctions
Prior to the Tuesday meeting, Iranian Deputy Foreign Ministers
1
Aabbas Araqchi and Majid Takhtravanchi met with Secretary General of European External Action Service Helga Schmid.
“The extension of the Iran Sanctions Act is a breach of the U.S. obligations
under the nuclear agreement,” Araqchi said, calling for “eﬀective measures”
to address the breach. Iranian experts also met their counterparts from other involved countries, including the U.S.
Araqchi, who also heads Iran’s JCPOA follow-up committee, said on Monday
that Iran will not tolerate breaches of the international agreement by a certain party.
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Turkey's Parliament debates
giving greater powers to Erdogan
Pro-Kurdish party to boycott vote
Turkey's Parliament kicked oﬀ debate on
proposed constitutional amendments
that would hand Recep Tayyip Erdogan's
largely ceremonial presidency sweeping
executive powers and Erdogan himself
the possibility to serve two more ﬁveyear terms.
Erdogan, who has dominated Turkish
politics for 14 years, has long pushed imbuing the presidency with greater political powers, arguing that strong leadership would help Turkey grow.
The main opposition party fears that
if approved, the reforms would concentrate too much power in Erdogan's
hands, turn the country into a de facto
dictatorship and move Turkey away from
democracy and its anchor in the West.
“They are trying to turn the democratic parliamentary regime into a totalitarian
regime,” said main opposition Republican
Peoples' Party, (CHP/Cumhuriyet Halk
Partisi), leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu.
Meanwhile, Turkey's pro-Kurdish party
is set to boycott a parliamentary vote on
planned changes to the constitution that
would envisage expanded powers for
President Erdogan.
Ayhan Bilgen, a lawmaker and
spokesman for the Peoples' Democratic
Party, (HDP/Halklar?n Demokratik Partisi), said on social networking website
Twitter late on Monday that lawmakers
would boycott a controversial new draft
constitution in protest against the arrest
of its lawmakers.
“We will not use our vote for this illegitimate reform while our deputies are
unjustly under arrest and prevented from
carrying out their duties,” Bilgen said.
Selahattin Demirtas, one of the HDP's
co-leaders, earlier denounced the debates from behind bars. Demirtas said
the arrest of 11 members of the party had
stripped them of their chance to challenge the draft constitution and “makes
the debate and the vote controversial
from the very start.”
Nearly a dozen HDP members of parliament are currently in jail for alleged

links to the Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK/Partiya Karkerên Kurdistanê), which
is listed as a “terrorist” organization.
The deliberations started without the
two co-leaders and nine other legislators from Turkey's pro-Kurdish party, who
have been jailed on charges of alleged
links to Kurdish rebels.
“As our right to express our opinions
and our right to vote for the constitutional changes have been usurped, these
deliberations and voting are contentious,
illegitimate, and their lawfulness questionable,” pro-Kurdish party co-chairman
Selahattin Demirtas said in a letter to
parliament sent from prison.
Debate on the set of amendments is
expected to last two weeks. The reforms
must clear two rounds of balloting in
parliament, known as the Grand National
Assembly of Turkey, gaining at least 330
of the 550 votes.
If the package is approved by lawmakers, the government will submit it to
a voter referendum for ﬁnal approval —
possibly in the spring.
On Monday, police used pepper spray
to disperse a group of legislators, lawyers
and other protesters who tried to gather
near an entrance to the parliament building to oppose the proposed changes.
Some roads leading to parliament also

were blocked.
The ruling party, founded by Erdogan,
is 14 votes short of the needed 330, but
has secured the backing of the country's
nationalist party.
The changes would scrap the oﬃce of
prime minister and make the president
the head of the executive branch, as well
as allow him to appoint the government,
dissolve Parliament, propose budgets
and declare states of emergency. They
would also allow Erdogan to serve another two terms, ending in 2029.
Currently, the prime minister leads the
executive branch, while the president is
mainly a ﬁgurehead with limited powers.
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim has expressed support for the constitutional
changes. He said on Monday the new system would end a possible tug-of-war between his oﬃce and that of the president.
“Two captains will sink the ship. There
has to be a single captain,” Yildirim said.
Other proposed amendments would
increase the number of seats in the
550-member Parliament to 600, reduce
the minimum eligibility age for legislators
from 25 to 18, and set parliamentary and
presidential elections on the same day.
The debate comes at a diﬃcult time
for Turkey, which has been rocked by a
wave of bombings, renewed conﬂict with

Kurdish rebels in the southeast, a military
oﬀensive in Syria and a failed coup attempt.
The botched July 15 coup set the
stage for a sweeping purge of state institutions that has alarmed rights groups
and Western governments.
The government has argued a strong
presidential system would reduce instability.
Critics say the changes would allow Erdogan to rule with limited checks
and balances. He already is criticized for
overstepping the limits of the existing
presidential powers, ruling behind the
scenes and ignoring laws that require
him to be neutral.
Erdogan argues that the fact that he
was elected by the people directly — and
not through Parliament as previous presidents were — gives him greater authority.
Former Republican Peoples' Party leader Deniz Baykal said the proposals are being rushed through while Turkey remains
under post-coup emergency rule and at a
time when the country is highly polarized.
“A proposal that will destroy our century-old tradition and will replace the will
of the people with the hegemony of a single person stands before us,” Baykal said,
addressing the parliamentary session on
Monday. “We are holding a historic session.
I am not here to engage in daily politics. I
am here to safeguard Turkey.”
Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag rejected
accusations that the amendments were
drafted to meet Erdogan's personal ambitions.
“This is not an individual matter, this
is a national matter, this is the matter of
the Turkish Republic,” Bozdag said. “This
is not a regime change, it is a change in
the system of governance.”
A committee approved the draft
amendments following 10 days of tense
debate that at times resulted in altercations between the ruling party and main
opposition party members. Debate in
the General Assembly is expected to be
equally tense.
(Source: agencies)

Trump pressured to soften pro-Russia rhetoric
The United States President-elect Donald Trump is
ﬁnding himself caught between his desire to improve
relations with Russia and fellow Republicans who are
pushing for a harsher response to what American spy
agencies say was the Kremlin's meddling in the U.S. presidential election.
The tacit acknowledgement on Sunday by his incoming chief of staﬀ, Reince Priebus, that Russia was behind
the hacking of Democratic Party organizations suggests
that Trump's maneuvering room could be shrinking.
Trump has long been dismissive of the U.S. intelligence conclusion that Russia was behind the election
hacks, which Russia has denied, or was trying to help
him win the November ballot, saying the intrusions could
have been carried out by China or a 400-pound hacker
sitting on his bed.
But following a report from U.S. intelligence agencies
last week blaming Russian President Vladimir Putin, Russian experts say Trump will face growing calls for a stiﬀ
military, diplomatic, economic, and perhaps also covert
response after his Jan. 20 inauguration.
“The new U.S. administration will need to adopt a signiﬁcantly tougher line,” said Nile Gardiner of the Heritage
Foundation, a conservative think tank in Washington that
is an inﬂuential voice in Trump's transition team.
Republicans in Congress wary of Trump's push for
detente with Putin could pressure the new president
to withhold the thing the Russian leader wants most: a
rapid easing of the economic sanctions imposed after
Russia's 2014 annexation of Ukraine's Crimea and its
support for separatists in eastern Ukraine, the Russia
experts said.
U.S. intelligence agencies say that since the election,
Russian spies have turned to hacking other individuals
and organizations, including prominent think-tanks, in
what analysts think is an eﬀort to gain insights into future
U.S. policies.
Washington's Brookings Institution, which is headed
by prominent Russia expert Strobe Talbott, “received a
big wave of attacks the day after the election,” but there
is no reason to believe its systems have been compromised, said David Nassar, the think tank's vice president
for communications.

“The new U.S. administration
will need to adopt a
signiﬁcantly tougher line,” said
Nile Gardiner of the Heritage
Foundation, a conservative
think tank in Washington
that is an inﬂuential voice in
Trump’s transition team.
Showdown with Congress?
Meantime, Republican Senator Lindsey Graham said
he and fellow Republican John McCain, the chairman of
the Senate Armed Services Committee, would introduce
legislation with stronger sanctions than the ones now in
place.
“We're going to introduce sanctions that ... will hit
them in the ﬁnancial sector and the energy sector, where
they're the weakest,” Graham told NBC television's Meet

the Press.
Retired Marine General James Mattis, the nominee
for secretary of defense who will face a Senate conﬁrmation hearing on Thursday, is expected to advocate a
stronger line against Moscow than the one Trump outlined during his election campaign. That could put him at
odds with Trump's national security adviser, retired Army
Lieutenant General Michael Flynn, who has had warmer
relations with Putin's government, and with Rex Tillerson,
the nominee for secretary of state, who as CEO (chief
executive oﬃcer) of ExxonMobil had extensive business
ties with Russia.
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) already
plans to deploy 4,000 additional troops, planes, tanks
and artillery to the three former Soviet republics in the
Baltics and Poland this year.
Some advocates of a sterner response to the Russian hacking say it should include cyber counterattacks,
perhaps by leaking ﬁnancial information embarrassing to
some of Putin's aides and close associates.
So far, the Obama administration has refrained from
such action, at least publicly, for fear that it could lead
to an escalating cyberwar that could threaten critical
infrastructure such as ﬁnancial transactions and energy
transmission.
Trump Russia policy still a blur
Although Trump has said the nation needed to “move
on to bigger and better things” following the U.S. disclosure of alleged Russian hacking, it appears that Republican and Democratic lawmakers are unlikely to drop the
issue anytime soon.
McCain told NBC he wanted to create a select committee to investigate the Russian hacking, if he can
convince the Republican-controlled Senate's leaders to
charge their minds.
In the meantime, he said, key Senate committees, including Armed Services and Intelligence, will investigate.
Experts say the close scrutiny of Russia's actions will
come just as Trump's administration starts to craft a
comprehensive strategy on the former Cold War foe. It
is likely to be weeks or longer before a clear sense of
Trump's actual Russia strategy comes into view.
(Source: Reuters)

Army to fight on to liberate every inch of Syria: Assad
Government forces later se1
cured the evacuation of remaining civilians and armed groups from the city
under a ceaseﬁre deal with the militant
groups, brokered by Russia and Turkey.
The Aleppo deal set the stage for a
landmark all-Syria truce deal between
Damascus and foreign-backed militant

groups operating in the country.
The diplomatic achievements were
made following high-level trilateral talks
involving Russia, Iran and Turkey over the
Syria crisis in Moscow.
President Assad had earlier hailed the
victory in Aleppo as “history in the making” and “a huge step” in bringing the war

in Syria to an end.
Opposition should be genuine
Assad, however, insisted that the opposition side attending the Astana talks
had to have “grassroots in Syria, not Saudi one or French one or British one – it
should be Syrian opposition to discuss
the Syrian issues.”

The West, mainly the United States,
and the Persian Gulf monarchies of Saudi
Arabia and Qatar have been generously
supporting the militants ﬁghting against
the Syrian government in the hope of
ousting Assad.
Tens of thousands of the militants are
foreign nationals.
(Source: Press TV)
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Iraqi forces advance in Mosul
ISIL cut off water to thousands of civilians
Iraqi forces fought their way into more districts of Mosul but
advances in the city's southeast were being slowed by the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group
use of civilians for cover, military oﬃcials said on Tuesday.
The United Nations said civilian casualties had streamed
into nearby hospitals in the last two weeks as ﬁghting intensiﬁed in the terrorists group's last major stronghold in Iraq.
Advances by elite forces in the city's east and northeast
have picked up speed in a new push since the turn of the
year, and the United States-backed forces have for the ﬁrst
time reached the Tigris river, which bisects the city.
“They entered Hadba (district) today. There is a battle inside the city,” Lt-Colonel Abbas al-Azawi, a spokesman for the
Iraqi army's 16th division, said.
Seizing control of Hadba, a large district, would likely take
more than a day, and ISIL were deploying suicide bombers,
he added.
Recapturing Mosul after more than two years of ISIL rule
would probably spell the end of the Iraqi side of the group's
self-declared caliphate, which spans areas of Iraq and Syria.
Forces in the city's eastern and northeastern districts, and
in particular the elite Counter Terrorism Service (CTS), have
made rapid gains in past days.
Better defenses against militant car bombs and improved
coordination among the advancing troops had helped put
ISIL on the back foot, U.S. and Iraqi military oﬃcers said.
“Every day the Iraqi Security Forces go forward and every
day the enemy goes backward or underground,” U.S. Air
Force Colonel John Dorrian, spokesman for the coalition,
told reporters in Erbil in Iraq's autonomous Kurdish region.
But ﬁghting in neighborhoods in the southeast has been
tougher.
“The challenge is that they (ISIL) are hiding among civilian
families, that's why our advances are slow and very cautious,”
Lieutenant-Colonel Abdel Amir al-Mohammedawi, a spokesman for the rapid response units of Iraq's federal police, told
Reuters.
Mohammedawi said rapid response units and Iraqi army
units had fought their way into the Palestine and Sumer districts in the last day, but that ISIL terrorists were ﬁring at civilians trying to ﬂee.
“The families, when they see Iraqi forces coming, ﬂee from
the areas controlled by Daesh (ISIL) towards the Iraqi forces,
holding up white ﬂags, and Daesh bomb them with mortars
and Molotov cocktails, and also shoot at them.”
“Whenever they (ISIL) withdraw from a district, they shell it
at random, and it's heavy shelling,” he said.
Col. Dorrian said militant ﬁghters were hiding in mosques,
schools and hospitals, using civilians as human shields.
The United Nations' humanitarian coordination oﬃce
(OCHA) said nearly 700 people had been taken to hospitals
in cities in Kurdish-controlled areas outside Mosul in the last
week, and more than 817 had required hospital treatment a
week earlier.
“Trauma casualties remain extremely high, particularly
near frontline areas,” OCHA said.
The U.S.-backed operation to drive the terrorists from
Mosul began in October and has recaptured villages and
towns surrounding the city, and most of Mosul's eastern half.
ISIL cut oﬀ water
Meanwhile, ISIL terrorists have cut off water supply
to dozens of liberated areas in Mosul to keep civilians
under control as the Iraqi army and allied fighters renew
their push to expel the extremists out of their last urban
stronghold.
Nineveh provincial council member Hossam al-Abbar
told Arabic-language al-Sumaria television network on Monday that ISIL terrorists have cut water to 30 neighborhoods
in the eastern ﬂank of the city, located some 400 kilometers
north of the capital Baghdad.
Abbar added that only 10 liberated districts have access to
potable water intermittently.
He further noted that water stations in al-Ghabat
neighborhood, which nurture western Mosul, are still under ISIL control, and that the terror group has turned oﬀ
the pumps which send water toward liberated neighborhoods in the city.
The oﬃcial said ISIL has ordered its members to target
areas retaken from them with mortar shells and artillery
rounds.
Abbar also urged the Ministry of Municipalities and Public
Works plus Ministry of Finance to allocate a certain budget
as well as tankers to supply drinking water to Mosul neighborhoods.
(Source: agencies)

Twin suicide blasts rock
Afghanistan's capital Kabul
Dozens of people are feared dead in twin suicide blasts near
Afghanistan's parliament in the capital, Kabul, in an attack
claimed by the Afghan Taliban.
Security oﬃcials said a suicide bomber blew himself up on
Tuesday in the Darul Aman area of the city and was followed
immediately by a car bomber in an apparently coordinated
operation.
The Taliban said the attack, which followed a period of
relative calm in Kabul, targeted a minibus carrying staﬀ from
Afghanistan's main intelligence agency.
As many as 100 people were killed or wounded, the armed
group said, according to Reuters news agency.
There was no immediate conﬁrmation of casualty numbers from the police.
Local media outlet 1TV reported that at least 25 people
were killed in the attack, citing security sources.
Separately, a security oﬃcial put the death toll at 30.
“ The blasts left 30 people dead and 70 others
wounded, most of them civilians including parliament
employees,” the official told AFP news agency, requesting anonymity.
(Source: Al Jazeera)

Egypt’s annual urban
consumer price inflation
jumps to 23.3% in
December
Egypt’s annual urban consumer price inflation jumped for
the second month since the pound was freely floated last
year to reach 23.3 percent in December from 19.4 percent
in November, the official CAPMAS statistics agency said
on Tuesday.
Egypt abandoned its currency peg of 8.8 to the U.S.
dollar on Nov. 3 in a dramatic move that has since seen
the currency depreciate roughly by half. It accompanied
the move with a 300 basis point interest rate hike to fight
inflationary pressures.
Despite the hike, inflation is rising sharply and is expected to climb further this year as the government pushes
on with economic reforms, including fuel subsidy cuts and
the implementation of a value-added tax (VAT) that helped
it secure a $12 billion International Monetary Fund loan
program.
In cities and towns, food and beverage inflation touched
28.3 percent in December. Healthcare inflation stood at
32.9 percent while transportation was 23.2 percent.
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi is under increasing pressure to revive the economy, keep prices under control and
create jobs to avoid a backlash from the public.
Sisi predicted last month that the Egyptian pound would
strengthen in the coming months and promised to ensure
basics were available and affordable.
The government has expanded its social security network and some 70 million Egyptians have access to state
subsidized bread.
Egypt’s non-oil business activity shrank for the 15th
consecutive month in December as inflation caused purchase costs to rise at a near-record pace.
Economists said rising inflation would erode spending
power, hit economic growth and prompt further hikes to
interest rates, which are already up to 15.75 percent.
Egypt’s central bank has held interest rates steady at
two monetary policy meetings following its flotation and
some economists expect further rate hikes this year.
The monetary policy committee is due to meet again
on Feb. 16.
(Source: Reuters)

Gold hits highest in over
a month on weaker dollar,
Brexit concerns
Gold rose to its highest in over one a month on Tuesday,
buoyed by a weaker U.S. dollar and as fears that Britain will not have a clean break with the European Union
stoked safe-haven buying.
Spot gold was up half a percent at $1,187.01 an ounce
by 0620 GMT, after reaching its highest since Dec. 5 at
$1,187.61 earlier in the session.
U.S. gold futures climbed 0.2 percent to $1,187.20 per
ounce.
“The comments on the UK around Brexit that impacted the pound saw some safe-haven buying,” said ANZ
analyst Daniel Hynes.
The pound slid on Tuesday after weekend comments from British Prime
Minister
Theresa
May
sparked talk that Britain
would drastically rework
trade relations with the EU
after Brexit.
Hynes added that gold
was also getting support
from strong physical buying in China ahead of the
Lunar New Year later this
month, although he said
the longer term price outlook would likely be tepid.
“The precious metal has got plenty of headwinds in
the medium-term. We are not expecting to see any particular upside to the rally we have seen in the past weeks.
The outlook for rate hikes in the U.S. will be the biggest
driver of gold prices in 2017,” Hynes added.
Gold is highly sensitive to rising U.S. interest rates,
which increase the opportunity cost of holding the
non-yielding asset while boosting the dollar, in which it
is priced.
The dollar index, which measures the greenback
against a basket of currencies, was down 0.3 percent at
101.66 on Tuesday.
“With volumes currently soft and market positioning
lightened, gold should continue to push higher and test
a move back above $1,200 over the short term,” said MKS
PAMP Group trader Sam Laughlin.
Focus is turning towards a news conference on
Wednesday when U.S. President-elect Donald Trump may
give more details on policies that could be implemented
after he takes office on Jan. 20.
“As Trump’s inauguration date nears, we suspect gold
investors will monitor political developments more closely. Any significant ratcheting higher in geopolitical tensions could help trigger safe-haven bullion demand,”
HSBC analyst James Steel wrote in a note.
Holdings of SPDR Gold Trust, the world’s largest goldbacked exchange-traded fund, fell 1.06 percent to 805.00
tons on Monday. The holdings have dropped about 15
percent since the November U.S. Presidential elections.
Silver was up 0.5 percent at $16.64 an ounce and platinum was 0.4-percent higher at $977.90. Platinum rose to
a two-month high of $981.90 an ounce in the last session.
Palladium was set to gain for the sixth straight session,
up 0.1 percent at $759 an ounce after rising to its highest
in more than a month on Monday.
(Source: Reuters)
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Iran among 50 key export
destinations for UK in 2017
Iran is among 50 countries that the UK
has identified as its key export destinations in 2017. UK’s Department for International Trade (DIT) released a list of
these countries in a Monday report.
“UK International Trade Secretary Liam
Fox calls on businesses to seize export
opportunities as DIT identifies the 50
countries for growing trade”, the report
said.
The government is urging businesses
to make 2017 the year of exporting as it
encourages them to seek new markets
and seize the demand for British goods
and services.
Exports contribute over £511 billion to
the UK’s GDP and with a renewed focus
on international trade the government
has identified opportunities in over 20
sectors spanning over 50 countries for
UK businesses to look at supplying into.
DIT is now developing almost 200

high value exporting campaigns to target
these markets and sectors and help companies make their mark abroad.

“With a new year comes new opportunities and I want to encourage businesses
big and small, up and down the country,

to take advantage of them”, Fox said.
“My department has already identified
more than 50 countries that could benefit
from British expertise and we are continuing work on exploring more export opportunities with other nations. We have a
real opportunity to build on this country’s
wide range of successful exports, reach
out to new markets and help more businesses achieve their exporting potential”,
he added.
These opportunities span a wide
range of sectors including advanced
manufacturing; aerospace; automotive;
bio-economy; consumer goods and retail; creative industries; defense and security; education; energy; financial services;
food and drink; healthcare; infrastructure;
life sciences; oil and gas; nuclear; professional services; sports economy; technology.
(Source: gov.uk)

Danske Bank says in talks with Iran central bank on financing
Denmark’s Danske Bank said on Monday it was in talks
with the Iranian central bank on arranging credit to clients with business activities in the country, Reuters reported.
“To a limited extent and within the international
framework, we are open to supporting our clients with
activities in Iran financially,” a Danske Bank spokesman
said in an email.
“We are in dialogue with Iran’s central bank about

this, but no deal has been reached at this point,” he said.
Iran has been persistently urging European countries
to take the required measures to encourage their banks
to facilitate transactions with Tehran now that the sanctions have been removed.
Analysts have already emphasized that the banks
remain wary of the impacts of the remaining American
sanctions against Iran, specifically those that address
banking transactions with the country.

They wanted a promise that the U.S. would not prosecute or punish them for transactions involving Iran.
In May, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry told a meeting of top EU bankers that they would not be penalized
for conducting or facilitating business with Iran.
However, European banks have already emphasized
that Kerry’s assurances are not enough and a series of
confusions that remain over transactions with Iran need
to be cleared by Washington.
(Source: agencies)

Christmas sales boost UK retailers,
but non-food sales sluggish: BRC

Australian bank shares are soaring so
fast, you could get a nosebleed

British retail sales picked up speed in December, an industry survey showed, but
sales of bigger ticket items were sluggish,
a possible early sign that consumers are
bracing for a Brexit hit to their spending
power.
A separate survey showed a slight
slowdown in the number of permanent
workers hired via recruitment agencies
last month and pay rising at the slowest
pace in five months.
Economists are watching for any signs
of a flagging in the spending by consumers which has helped Britain’s economy
to withstand the shock of the vote in June
to leave the European Union.
The British Retail Consortium said a
strong Christmas week boosted spending growth in December to a year-onyear rate of 1.7 percent, up from 1.3 percent in November.
Like-for-like sales - which exclude new
store openings - saw annual growth of
1.0 percent, up from 0.6 percent in November.
“Despite the slow start to the Christmas trading period, the week itself was
a bumper one and exceeded expecta-

One of the fastest rallies for Australian
banks in six years is prompting fund managers to stop and catch their breath.
Randal Jenneke of T. Rowe Price is
pausing after moving overweight in the
banking sector before the U.S. elections.
“We are keen to increase our financials
exposure further,” said the Sydney-based
head of Australian equities at the firm,
which oversees about $813 billion globally. “However, having seen some big
moves in the sector recently, we prefer
to wait and build our exposure in a more
price-sensitive way.”
Australian financial shares have
jumped as much as 20 percent since Nov.
9, when Donald Trump’s surprise victory
triggered a surge in global bank stocks
amid a wave of optimism that global
growth will improve. An index of the four
biggest banks in Australia -- Westpac
Banking Corp., Commonwealth Bank of
Australia, National Australia Bank Ltd. and
Australia & New Zealand Banking Group
Ltd. -- reached the highest level since August 2015 on Monday.
At stake now is what the expansion in
bank valuations means for investor re-

tions,” BRC chief executive Helen Dickinson said.
While food sales were strong in December, non-food sales were slow, possibly reflecting fewer clearance sales days
after Christmas this year than in 2015,
according to the BRC.
But the pattern was repeated over
the three months to December when
food sales increased by 2.4 percent, the
strongest increase in more than three
years and non-food sales rose by only
1.3 percent, the weakest performance
since October 2012.
Britain’s inflation rate has begun to
rise following the slump in the value of
the pound caused by the Brexit vote, and
it is expected to hit around 3 percent this
year.
(Source: Reuters)

turns. The largest surge in the commonly used price-earnings metric, based on
estimated profit, was at Australia & New
Zealand Banking Group, where the forward PE went from below 9 less than one
year ago to 13.5 on Jan. 9, a more than 50
percent increase in valuation.
Australian bank stocks retreated for the
first time in six days on Tuesday, closing
down 0.9 percent in Sydney. The benchmark S&P/ASX 200 Index lost 0.8 percent.
ANZ posted the largest decline, falling 1.5
percent, the most since Nov. 9.
Overall, investors haven’t turned heavily pessimistic at this point. Short interest, a
gauge of investor bearishness, has declined
over the past six months. Australia’s Big Four
banks have an average level of short interest that is less than half that of the country’s
largest firms.
(Source: Bloomberg)

China vows to contain corporate debt levels as inflation heats up
China vowed on Tuesday to contain high
company debt levels and further cut excess
coal and steel capacity, as Beijing attempts
to maintain solid and more balanced economic growth while avoiding destabilizing
asset bubbles.
The world’s second-largest economy
likely grew around 6.7 percent last year -roughly in the middle of the government’s
target range -- but it faces increasing uncertainties in 2017, the head of the country’s state planning agency told a news
briefing.
Global investors are buzzing over
whether China’s leaders will be willing to
accept more modest growth this year, amid
worries about the risks from years of debtfuelled stimulus driven by the political obsession with meeting official targets.
China’s credit growth has been “very

fast” by global standards, and without a
comprehensive strategy to tackle the debt
overhang there is a growing risk it will have
a banking crisis or sharply slower growth or
both, the International Monetary Fund said
in October.
“Although the domestic economy is stable and improving, it still faces contradictions and problems,” said Xu Shaoshi, the
top official at the National Development
and Reform Commission (NDRC).
“We have the confidence, conditions
and ability to ensure the economy operates
within a reasonable range.”
Xu said China will not allow debt of
non-financial firms to rise beyond current
levels, and will step up efforts to encourage companies to restructure their debts.
China’s corporate debt has soared to 169
percent of gross domestic product (GDP).

Citigroup may
benefit less from
tax cuts than other
U.S. banks
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Citigroup Inc stands to get less of a profit boost
than other big U.S. banks from lower corporate tax
rates expected from the new government in Washington.
A number of bank stock analysts have worked
through broad tax proposals by Republicans and
President-elect Donald Trump and estimate that a
new tax law could increase Citigroup earnings per
share only half as much as some rivals.
At the same time, Citigroup may have to slash $4
billion or more of the value of an unusually large income tax asset that the bank holds as a result of losses it suffered during the financial crisis of 2007-2009.

China’s leaders are likely to accept
growth this year of around 6.5 percent, policy insiders say.
That would give the government more
room in theory to focus on tackling the
nation’s debt pile, and on tamping down
speculation that was seen last year in the
housing, commodities and debt markets.
After a rough start to 2016, China’s
economy performed better than many
economists had expected as higher government infrastructure spending, a housing
rally and record lending by state banks fueled a construction boom.
Producer prices, in particular, saw a
stunning turnaround, emerging in September from nearly five years of deflation. That
helped put the long ailing manufacturing
sector on steadier footing, boosting profits
and giving factories more cash flow to whit-

China 2016
economic growth
expected to be
around 6.7%
China’s economic growth in 2016 was expected to
be around 6.7 percent, Xu Shaoshi, director of the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC),
said on Tuesday.
Consumption accounted for 71 percent of China’s
GDP growth in the first three quarters of 2016, Xu told
a media briefing in Beijing.
China’s government had targeted 6.5-7 percent
economic growth in 2016. Activity was boosted by
higher government spending, a housing rally and record high levels of bank lending, which, however, also
led to an explosive increase in debt.

tle down a mountain of debt.
Data on Tuesday showed producer prices continued to rise as 2016 drew to a close,
with producer inflation surging 5.5 percent
in December year-on-year, the fastest in
more than five years, as the prices of coal
and building materials soared.
Cuts in industrial capacity, along with a
rebound in demand, have helped fuel the
spike in prices.
But some analysts worry the strong
gains may also be fueled by growing speculation in commodities futures markets,
adding to the broader risk of bubbles in
China’s economy even as leaders attempt
to control explosive debt growth.
“I don’t think there’s an inflation issue in
China, it’s an asset bubble,” said Commerzbank senior emerging market economist
Zhou Hao in Singapore. (Source: Reuters)

Japan’s Takeda
ready for fresh
acquisitions after
$5.2b Ariad deal
Japan’s Takeda Pharmaceutical Co flagged its
appetite for fresh acquisitions to bolster its drug
portfolio after agreeing on Monday to acquire
cancer drug maker Ariad Pharmaceuticals in a
$5.20 billion (4.28 billion pounds) deal.
The Ariad transaction, at a 75 percent premium, is the latest example of the world’s pharmaceutical giants paying handsomely to snap
up promising drugs owned by rivals in a bid to
secure stable revenue growth particularly in the
burgeoning therapeutic markets such as treatments for cancer or rare diseases
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Oil recovers some previous losses,
but doubts over supply cuts linger
Oil edged up on Tuesday on hopes that some planned
output cuts agreed by OPEC and other producers would
be implemented, recovering some ground from losses
the previous day over doubts the reductions would rebalance an oversupplied market.
Brent crude futures, the international benchmark for oil
prices, were trading at $55.20 per barrel at 0827 GMT, up
25 cents, or 0.45 percent, from the previous close.
U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude oil futures
were trading at $52.222 per barrel, up 26 cents, or 0.5
percent.
Analysts said the gains on Tuesday came from expectations that some of the cuts planned by the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), especially
Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi, would materialize despite
doubts over full implementation.
“Latest comments from OPEC members ... suggest
that members are making output adjustments to comply
with agreed cuts,” Dutch bank ING said on Tuesday.
“Coordinated output cuts will support the market rebalancing that will draw down global stock levels, leading
us to revise up our Brent crude forecast for 2017 to $57
per barrel,” BMI Research said.
Traders said that strong demand from India also supported prices. Fuel demand from the world’s third biggest
oil consumer hit 16.53 million tons in December, up 4.3
percent from the same period last year.
Despite this, many analysts still saw a risk that overall
production may not be reduced as envisaged.
Crude plunged by around 4 percent in the previous
session on concerns that rising output in Iran and also Iraq
were undermining efforts to curb a global fuel supply glut
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Iran’s KISH ENEX 2017
hosting 180 companies
E CO N O M Y TEHRAN — As one of the country’s biggest
d e s k energy events, the thirteenth edition of Iran’s

International Energy Exhibition (KISH ENEX 2017) kicked off at
the International Exhibitions Center of Iran’s southern Kish Island
on Monday, IRNA reported.
Over 140 domestic companies and 40 foreign exhibitors
from different countries including Austria, Germany, the U.S.,
Spain, Russia, Ireland, Switzerland, Italy, France, the United Arabic Emirates and Iraq have contributed in this year’s event to
showcase their latest products, services and achievements in
energy industry.
The four-day event aims to introduce Iran’s capacities in
energy sector including oil, gas and petrochemical industries,
renewable energies, utilities and equipment and also to encourage foreign and domestic companies to invest in the country’s
powerful energy industry to enjoy the existing capacities and to
create healthy competition between companies in the industry.

Iraq’s southern oil exports
hit record before OPEC cuts
that has weighed on markets for over two years.
Supplies are also increasing in North America.
The average Canadian rig count for December 2016
was 209, up 36 from the 173 counted in November 2016,
and up 49 from the 160 counted in December 2015, said
Matt Stanley, a fuel broker at Freight Services International
in Dubai.
“A 30 percent increase in Canadian rigs in a year ... The
bear in me is well and truly back,” he added.
In the United States, energy companies last week add-

ed rigs for a tenth week in a row, extending the drilling
recovery into an eighth month as crude prices remained
at levels at which many U.S. drillers can operate profitably.
Adding one-off supplies, the U.S. Department of Energy on Monday announced a sale for crude from its Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR), with bids for 8 million barrels
of light, sweet oil due by Jan. 17.
“U.S. SPR sales add to bearish pressures on U.S. crude,”
Citi said following the release of the bids.
(Source: Reuters)

Kuwait says OPEC, Russia to fulfill pledged oil-output cuts
OPEC and its partners will fulfill their implementation of a deal to cut output, having
already announced 60 to 70 percent of the
promised curbs, Kuwait said.
Countries including Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Russia, Kuwait, Qatar
and Iraq have announced cutbacks that account for the bulk of the deal reached last
year, Kuwaiti Oil Minister Essam Al-Marzouk
said Monday. Full implementation won’t be
immediate, but rather a “process” carried
out in the coming six months, according to
the minister, who is chairing the committee
to oversee compliance with the accord.
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“We are very confident that the remaining countries will abide by the cuts,” Al Marzouk said at a press conference with OPEC
Secretary-General Mohammad Barkindo.
“We expect there will be a large degree of
compliance especially because the rise in
oil prices proved the importance of compliance.”
The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries and 11 other producers including Russia agreed on Dec. 10 to jointly cut output by about 1.8 million barrels
a day in an effort to end a three-year oil
surplus, which sent prices spiraling and bat-

tered the economies of producing nations
around the world. The last time OPEC cut
output, 70 percent was the maximum level
of compliance among members, according
to the group’s former head of research.
Brent crude, which capped its biggest
annual gain last year since 2009, added 5
cents to $54.99 a barrel at 2:03 p.m. Singapore time on Tuesday.
Some of the countries involved in the
accord are allowed to make sure their average output is lower on average through the
first half, rather than cut immediately from
Jan. 1, Al Marzouk said. The five-nation

committee established to oversee adherence to the pact will have its first meeting
in Vienna on Jan. 21 to 22.
“The cuts don’t have to start from the
beginning of January, it will be an average
over the next six months,” said Al Marzouk.
“Even if the reductions aren’t complete, this
will be the start of compliance.”
Kuwait repeated its recommendation
the group should monitor export levels,
and not just production, to ensure compliance. Three or four companies are being
considered to help with this, he said.
(Source: Bloomberg)

Iraq’s oil exports from its southern ports in the Persian Gulf
reached a record high in December, just before the country was
due to join other major producers in cutting output to help curb
a global oversupply.
Shipments from southern ports in Basra Province averaged
3.51 million barrels a day in December, Oil Minister Jabbar
Al-Luaibi said in an e-mailed statement, up from 3.407 million
in November. He didn’t disclose figures for exports through
Iraq’s northern pipeline network, which typically average about
600,000 barrels a day.
“Achieving this record average will not affect Iraq’s decision
to cut output from the beginning of 2017,” Al-Luaibi said. “Iraq is
committed to achieving producers’ joint goals to control the oil
glut in world markets.”
The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries reached
a deal on Nov. 30 to pare output by 1.2 million barrels a day
in the first six months of 2017 in an effort to shore up prices.
Eleven non-OPEC producers agreed in December to weigh in
with additional cuts of 558,000 barrels a day. Iraq, OPEC’s second-largest producer, pledged to cut 210,000 barrels daily day
from its October levels.
Iraq nudged its production higher in 2016 and was initially
reluctant to join the cuts, asking first for an exemption to help
it fight Islamic State militants and then disputing OPEC’s baseline production data. Energy Aspects Ltd. doesn’t expect Iraq to
comply with its output quota, the London-based consultant said
last week in a note.
(Source: Bloomberg)
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Africa’s unique
vulnerability to violent
extremism
By Mohamed Yahya

A

frica bears the brunt of lives lost, economies ruined,
and relationships fractured by terrorism. It is the
continent where al-Qaeda launched its war against
the United States in 1998, by bombing the U.S. embassies
in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania; where
Boko Haram kidnapped 276 Nigerian schoolgirls in 2014;
and where 147 students were killed in their sleep at Kenya’s
Garissa University in 2015.
While these attacks did garner the world’s attention, most
people do not realize that, in the past five years alone, 33,000
people have died in terrorism-related violence in Africa.
Violent extremism and groups espousing it are threatening
to reverse Africa’s development gains not only in the near
term, but also for decades to come.
African countries are particularly vulnerable to violent
ideologues, owing to the prevalence of weak institutions and
ungoverned territory where extremist groups can germinate.
Add to this the mismanagement of ethnic and religious
diversity, stir in a large and growing cohort of unemployed
and digitally connected youth, and the continent offers ideal
conditions for mayhem.
Putting “hard” security
Emulating countries elsewhere, African governments have
responded to violent extremism primarily by putting “hard”
security first. But this strategy has not reduced extremist
groups’ potency or limited their reach. In fact, there is
evidence that an exclusively military response can be a waste
of resources, or even do more harm than good. What is
missing is a deeper examination of root causes, particularly
underlying development challenges.
Some people claim that the connection between
socioeconomic conditions and violent extremism is specious,
because most poor and marginalized communities do not
join terrorist groups. But this argument fails to address the
relevant issue: poverty, social marginalization, and political
disenfranchisement are the fertilizers extremist groups
need to take root and grow. Around the world, policies
and operational responses to violent extremism are largely
informed by theory, rather than drawing on thorough
empirical evidence of the personal motivations and structural
factors that drive people to commit terrorist acts.
I recently visited Galkayo, in North Somalia, to interview
captured al-Shabaab fighters as part of an ongoing United
Nations Development Program study of the roots of African
extremism. What struck me was that, apart from their being
imprisoned, these young men seemed entirely normal,
and their individual journeys toward extremism were not
particularly informed by religion.
13
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António Guterres:
My vision for a better United Nations
By António Guterres

Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

W

hen I was growing up reading
history books as a young student, it seemed all wars had a
winner. Yet in today’s wars, it is increasingly clear that no one wins. Everyone loses.
Look no further than the horrifying
bloodshed in Syria. A conflict in one country
is creating instability on a global scale. Years
of brutal fighting have brought chaos to an
entire region, with tremors felt around the
world. Decades of economic development
have been reversed. Millions more children
and young people are vulnerable to the
cycle of dispossession, underdevelopment,
radicalization and conflict.
Around the world, conflicts have become more complex and interlinked—
producing gross violations of international
humanitarian law and human rights abuses.
People are fleeing their homes on a scale
not seen for decades. Global terrorism
threatens every region. Meanwhile, climate
change, population growth, rapid urbanization, food insecurity and water scarcity
are adding to the tensions and instability.
The greatest shortcoming of the
international community today is its failure
to prevent conflict and maintain global
security. As secretary-general of the
United Nations, I have called for a surge
in diplomacy for peace and appealed for
2017 to be a year for peace.
The United Nations was born from
war. Today, we must be here for peace.
Preventing conflict means going
back to basics—strengthening institutions and building resilient societies.
Since so many conflicts emerge from
disenfranchisement and marginalization, it means putting respect for human rights at the center of national and
international policy. It means protecting

With much of the country in ruins, millions of Syrians having fled abroad
and empowering women and girls, one
of the most important steps in sustainable development.
Where wars are already raging, we need
mediation, arbitration and creative diplomacy backed by all countries with influence.
Members of the UN Security Council must
live up to their responsibilities. The United
Nations—and I, personally—will be ready
to engage in conflict resolution wherever
and whenever we can add value.
Looking forward, we must make sure
countries do not even set off on the path
of instability and conflict, but settle their
differences peacefully, benefiting people
and the planet.
The 2030 Agenda
The UN has taken important strides
to achieve this in recent years. The 2030

Agenda for Sustainable Development,
adopted by world leaders two years ago,
is a blueprint for making our world more
equitable, sustainable and livable.
To implement this plan—and its 17
Sustainable Development Goals—we
need to broaden the circle of action to
include governments, bilateral and international organizations, and international
financial institutions. Partnerships with
civil society, the business community and
others are critical to success.
I am also committed to make sure the
UN system is reformed and united to provide the development support to member states needed to achieve these goals.
For the UN to achieve its full purpose
and potential, it too must change. It is
time for us to recognize shortcomings

and reform the way we work.
First, we must bring greater coherence and consistency to our efforts to
build and maintain peace. Too often, UN
peacekeepers face an impossible task in
countries that are still at war and where
there is no real peace to keep. Greater
conceptual clarity and a shared understanding of the scope of peacekeeping
must pave the way for urgent reforms
that create a continuum from conflict
prevention and resolution to peacekeeping, peacebuilding and development.
Second, we need to reform the UN’s
internal management through simplification, decentralization and flexibility. The
United Nations must focus on delivery
rather than process; and on people rather than bureaucracy. I am committed to
building a culture of accountability, strong
performance management and effective
protection for whistleblowers.
Gender parity is also pivotal. I intend
to make sure women take their rightful
place at senior levels in the UN, and to
create a clear roadmap with benchmarks
and time frames to recruit more women
at all levels of the organization.
But these vital reforms will depend on trust
between leaders, people and institutions—
both national and international. We must move
beyond the mutual fear that is driving decisions
and attitudes around the world. It is time for
leaders to listen and show that they care about
their own people, and about the global stability
and solidarity on which we all depend.
It is time for all of us to remember
the values of our common humanity,
the values that are fundamental to all
religions and that form the basis of the
UN Charter: peace, justice, respect,
human rights, tolerance and solidarity.
All those with power and influence have
a particular responsibility to recommit to
these ideals. We face enormous global
challenges. They can be solved only if we
work together.
(Source: Newsweek)
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kbar Hashemi Rafsanjani
was an influential Iranian
politician since the 1979 Islamic Revolution enjoying a white
track record in foreign policy and
improving Iran’s relations with the
world.
Ayatollah Rafsanjani passed
away at the age of 82 on Sunday
due to a heart attack in Tehran’s
Tajrish hospital, a big blow to the
Iranian nation and Revolution’s followers.
The death of Iran’s first-generation Revolutionar y, known for his
great role in founding the Islamic
Revolution as a longtime companion of Imam Khomeini (PBUH) shed
light on his previous measures as
a president, Parliament speaker,
member of Council of Islamic Revolution, Leader representative in
Supreme Defense Council (SDC)
in Iraq war, Deputy Commander-in-Chief and president of the
Assembly of Experts in different
stages of his life.
He was known for his great contributions to the Islamic Revolution, improving Iranian economy,
foreign policy and broken ties with
the international community, especially the regional states, at different points, when he was Iranian
president (1989 to 1997), chair of
the Assembly of Experts or the Expediency Council.
He kept his high-profile role
even after his presidency as a key
consultor for the Leader and other
officials in running the countr y and
making important decisions.
He was a close friend to the
Leader of Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Khamenei who he said in his
emotional condolence message for
Rafsanjani’s loss, that “with the passing of Hashemi, there is no other
person I know of with whom I share
the long and common experiences
of the highs and lows of these historic times.”
Ayatollah Khamenei called him
an “old friend” who was a helpful
companion in the years of the Islamic struggle.
Rafsanjani was born on 25 August 1934 in the village of Bahreman
near the Persian city of Rafsanjan in
Kerman province. He studied theology in the city of Qom with Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini (PBUH),
whose close follower he became.
Rafsanjani sur vived two assassination attempts, one only months
after the Revolution, when he was
shot in the stomach by gunmen
who broke into his house claiming to hold a clandestine message. During the attack, his wife
jumped in front to shield him from
the attack. Neither were seriously
wounded.
After
the
incident,
Imam
Khomeini said in announcing that
Rafsanjani had sur vived, “great
men of histor y do not die.”
The second attempt occurred in
Februar y 1994, when a lone gunman fired at him as he was speaking to mark the 15th anniversar y
of the Revolution. Unhurt and unshaken, Rafsanjani calmed a crowd
of thousands and continued his
speech.
Pre-Revolution roles
He was one of the opponents of
Shah’s regime and contributed a
great deal of his youth to fighting
against the Shah and representing
Imam Khomeint, during which he
was arrested for 7 times from 1960
until 1979 and was in jail for four
years and 5 months in total, guilty
of activities against Pahlavi regime.
Post-Revolution roles
During his lifetime, Rafsanjani
tried making Iran a hub for international business activities by introducing various economic reforms.
Iraq-imposed war era
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Great men of history never die:
Imam Khomeini about H ashemi

With the passing of Hashemi, there is no
other person I know of with whom I share
the long and common experiences of the
highs and lows of these historic times.
Rafsanjani played a ver y important role during the eight years of
the Iraq-imposed war, while ser ving
as the acting commander-in-chief
of the armed forces.
When he was the Second-in-Command of Iran’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff in the last year of
Iran-Iraq war, he played an important role in ending war. Three
years ago, speaking among reporters Hashemi said “I recommended
Imam Khomeini to adopt United
Nations Security Council Resolution 598; without signing the Resolution, Tabriz, Tehran and Isfahan
were subject to chemical attacks
with Franch and Russian aircrafts
leaving thousands of casualties.
“After Iraq invaded Kuwait, some
of the officials asked for supporting
Saddam Hussein; we did not support Saddam and even accepted
Kuwaiti refugees; the world trusted
us and sanctions were broken,” he
told reporters.
Following the deteriorations in
foreign relations during the war,
Rafsanjani made great contributions to rebiulding ties with Europe,
Arab states, and neigboring countries, especially the ones in Central
Asia and the Caucasus.
Presidency
One year after war, he was
elected as Iran’s fourth president in
1989. Ayatollah Hashemi Rafsanjani
despite the devastation of post-war
adopted constructive decisions,
including improvements in foreign
ties, nuclear power, and economic
reforms.
Foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran spent its most important phase during the presidency of
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. On one
hand, the Iraq-imposed war had
been ended and on the other hand
the world was on the brink of profound change; the end of the Cold
War and the beginning of a new
era in global politics where the era
of ideological competition was finished, formed the two main themes
of the fundamentals of practical
change in the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in post-war
era.
Rafsanjani underlined the detente in his foreign policy and due
to the requirements resulting from
living in an international interconnected system, realistic approaches
gradually appeared in Iranian foreign policy.
He adopted an economy-first
policy, supporting a privatization
policy against more state-owned
economic tendencies in the Islamic
Republic.

The presence of Seyed Mohsen
Nourbakhsh at the head of the
Ministr y of Economy, Bijan Namdar Zanganeh in the Ministr y of
Energy, Nematzadeh in the Ministr y of Industr y, Aghazadeh in the
Ministr y of Petroleum, Kalantari in
the Ministr y of Agriculture, Mahlouji in the Ministr y of Mines, Nejad
Hosseinian in heavy industr y and

During
Iraq-imposed
war
against Iran, Saudi authorities
pledged $25 billion of aid to the
Iraqi government of Saddam Hussein, recognizing their worries that
revolutionar y Iran was a far greater
threat to its sur vival and the stability of the region. Saudi officials also
encouraged other Arab states, including Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar
to follow the same policy towards
Iran.
The already strained relationship between the two countries
further deteriorated when Saudi
security forces clashed with Hajj
pilgrims, among them Iranian
demonstrators, on 31 July 1987
which led to the death of 400 pilgrims out of which two thirds had
Iranian nationality. Following the
incident, Saudi administration instituted a ban on all Hajj rituals and
in 1988 cut its diplomatic relations
with Iran.
Iran’s support for Kuwait during
Iraq-Kuwait war in 1990, improved
its ties with Saudi Arabia. During
the war, relations between Iran and
Saudi Arabia were defrosted considerably and the official ties were
restored in 1991, during which the
Saudi authorities resumed issuing
Hajj visas to Iranian nationals.
Iran’s logical position in Iraq-Ku-

I recommended Imam Khomeini to adopt
United Nations Security Council Resolution
598; without signing the Resolution, Tabriz,
Tehran and Isfahan were subject to chemical
attacks with Franch and Russian aircrafts
leaving thousands of casualties.

Vahhaji in Minsitrey of Commerce,
gave an economic flavor to Rafsanjani’s first cabinet.
His first term faced with a situation of severe budget deficit
close to 50%, during which Rafsanjani could turn the budget crisis
to the balanced status during his
eight-year tenure. On the other
hand, the combination of budget
and government spending was
changed in favor of plans and development costs, which launched
major construction projects in the
eight years of his presidency.
The relations between Saudi
Arabia and Iran gradually started
to improve after the end of the
Iran-Iraq war in 1988. In 1989, Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani
stated that Iran and Saudi Arabia
were holding indirect talks to improve their relations.
After domestic, regional and international developments in 1999,
Tehran and Riyadh went from divergence to the detente, coexistence and cooperation during the
presidency of Hashemi Rafsanjani.

wait conflict was welcomed by Europeans. Some European foreign
ministers paid visit to Iran to express their appreciation for Iran’s
efforts for relaxation of tensions in
the region.
Due to the new conditions in
the region, the Europeans sought
expansion of relations with Iran, as
an important countr y in the region.
In December 1992, European
Union leaders in the Edinburgh
statement declared interest in dialogue with Iran and called for negotiations between the two sides,
which was welcomed by the Islamic
Republic.
During his tenure as a president,
Rafsanjani attempted to separate
political issues from economic
ones, resuming trade with the US
regardless of the absence of diplomatic relationships between Iran
and the United States. Hashemi
Rafsanjani believed that Iran could
not trust the United States to resume political relations between
the two countries.
Although Rafsanjani was seen

Rafsanjani underlined the detente in his
foreign policy and due to the requirements
resulting from living in an international
interconnected system, realistic approaches
gradually appeared in Iranian foreign
policy.
by Washington as a potential ice
breaker, his views were far from
solidly pro-Western and displayed
conflicted positions.
In an inter view with Al-monitir, Rafsanjani said the path before
Iran and the US is not as straightfor ward as that of Iran and other
Western countries. Because from
even before the Revolution up until
now, there has always been the image in Iran that America is behind
ever y impediment and obstruction
against Iran. However, it seems that
the Americans want to somewhat
distance themselves from the past,
and this is something that must be
proven in action.
“In my view, the bottom line
has always been that America
must somehow make amends for
the past and vindicate itself in the
minds of the people of Iran,” he
noted.
Ayatollah Hashemi believed US
government must notice past mistakes and adopt a fair and respectful policy in order to compensate
for its measures, adding Iran’s ties
with the US requires compensation
for past and taking new steps towards relations with Iran based on
mutual respect.
His role in developing Iran’s nuclear power is also highly regarded since he oversaw key developments in Iran’s nuclear program by
negotiating deals with Russia to
build an energy-producing reactor
in Bushehr, which finally went into
ser vice in 2011 after long delays.
Post-presidency
After leaving office as a president, the cleric managed to remain within Iran’s ruling theocracy
through different roles.
In 2005, he tried to return to
presidency, however his attempts
faild after the victor y of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad. The incident did not
distanced him from presidential
arena. During Ahmadinejad’s 2009
re-election campaign, Rafsanjani
became a vocal critic of his policies.
He criticized the economic policies of the government of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, saying his
policies would “jeopardize the Islamic Republic.”
Rafsanjani’s ideas were brought
back to life when Hassan Rouhani
was elected president in 2013 and
began a policy of engagement with
the US and other world powers.

Rafsanjani expressed his support for President Rouhani who
attempted for resolution of Iran’s
nuclear program that lifted most
sanctions on Iran.
As a political shield that defended the interests of the countr y on
the international stage and contributed to its stability in the region, Ayatollah Rafsanjani was also
a supporter of Iran’s nuclear program.
Iran’s nuclear program, unsolved
for a long time leading to imporsing western sanctions against the
countr y, was settled through the
helpful recommendations of Rafsanjani by a team headed by President Hassan Rouhani.
They made ever y effort at the
time of negotiations for the Iranian nuclear program, which helped
resolving it in a peaceful manner.
The result of these efforts was the
signing of the nuclear agreement.
In 2007, Rafsanjani reiterated
that the use of weapons of mass
destruction was not part of the Islamic Republic culture.
He was one of the few key figures who insisted on the resolution of Iran’s nuclear program
through peaceful talks with the
world, through which he sought to
prove Iran would not use its nuclear achievements in the militar y
industries.
Signing the nuclear deal, known
as JCPOA, paved the way for Iran’s
return to the global arena, inducing
investment in oil and gas sectors
and developing talks for development of energy projects that would
hopefully solve economic problems in the countr y. Iran seized
the opportunities created in the
post-sanctions era and developed
its ties with the world countries.
Rafsanjani always praised the
Leader ’s support for nuclear talks,
saying “Leader of the Islamic Revolution was the one who initiated
activities for resolution of nuclear
issue to ward off potential dangers
against the people and Revolution
even before the new government
of President Hassan Rouhani assumed power.”
After all efforts in the path of
development and improving Iran’s
international image, Ayatollah Rafsanjani passed away in peace on
Sunday, leaving his legacy to the
present and next generation.
May his soul rest in peace, Amen.
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Luxury Apt. in Elahieh
3rd Fl., 160 sq.m, 3 bdrs, fully furn,
nice garden, cozy & quiet, $3000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Brand New Apt. in Velenjak
5th ﬂoor, 300 sq.m, 4 bdrs, furn /
unfurn, pool/ ﬆorage, Pkg, ﬆone
ﬂoor, $4000
Mr.king: 09128440154
Adorable Apt. in Elahieh
1 ﬂoor, 260 sq.m, fully furn,
4 Bdrs, 30 Sq.m balcony, 2 Pkg lot,
2 pools, $4000
Mr.Nader: 09128440157
ﬆ

Apt. in Jordan
250 sq.m, 4 bdrs,
fully furn, lobby, pool/gym, Pkg, $4500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

ADVERTISEMENTS
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Villa in Farmanieh
Duplex, 500 sq.m built up,
4 Bdrs, ﬆone ﬂoor, fully furnished,
outdoor pool,$ 5000
Mr.king: 09128440154

Brand New Whole Bldg. in Kamranieh
5-Storey, totally 20 Apts., totally 60
rooms, each Apt. 210 Sq.m, 38 Pkg
lot, ﬆorages, Pool, Suitable for
foreign companies or residence,
good access to highways
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Dibaji
Duplex, 700 sq.m built up in 800
Sq.m land, completely renovated,
luxurious furn, small garden, SPJ.,
5 rooms, Pkg, $14000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Brand New Bldg. in North Tehran
3500 sq.m built up in 1000 sq.m
land, 3 rooms, indoor pool, Pkg
Mr.king: 09128440154

Duplex Villa in Zaferanieh
1700 sq.m built up in 2000 sq.m
land, 5 rooms, indoor/outdoor
pool, garden, Pkg, 30000 USD
Mr.king: 09128440154

Fantastic Penthouse in North of Tehran
Duplex, 530 sq.m, 5 bdrs, furn/un
furn, SPJ, $9000
Mr.king: 09128440154

Duplex Villa in Jordan
560 sq.m built up in 850 sq.m land
with 3 suites, 5 rooms, 2 Pkgs,
renovated, Suitable For Embassies
& Residencies, $15000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Adorable Apt. in Elahieh
3rd Fl., 260 sq.m, 4 bdrs, fully furn,
high tech building, 2 Pkgs, car
wash, gym/pool, Suitable for
Foreigners
Mr.Nader: 09128440157

Small house in Elahieh
Flat, 400 Sq.m, 3 bdrs with one of
ﬁce room, nice garden, outdoor
pool, completely renovated, nice
furniture, nice view, $6500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

ﻣﺤﻤﻮﺩﻳﻪ
، ﺳﻮﺋﻴﺖ ﻣﺠﺰﺍ+  ﺧﻮﺍﺏ3 ، ﻣﺘﺮ340
،ﺩﺭ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﻪ ﺍﻳﻰ ﺧﺎﺹ ﻭ ﺑﻰ ﻧﻈﻴﺮ
 ﻓﺮﻭﺷﻨﺪﻩ100% ، ﻧﻮﺳﺎﺯ،ﻓﻮﻝ ﺍﻣﻜﺎﻧﺎﺕ
09128440152 :ﻧﺎﺩﺭﻧﻴﺎ
(ﺯﻋﻔﺮﺍﻧﻴﻪ )ﺑﺮﺝ
، ﺧﻮﺍﺏ2 ، ﻣﺘﺮ103 ،ﻃﺒﻘﺎﺕ ﺑﺎﻻ
 ﺑﺎ ﻗﺎﺑﻠﻴﺖ ﺑﺎﺳﺎﺯﻯ،ﺩﺳﺘﺮﺳﻰ ﻋﺎﻟﻰ
09128484216 :ﻓﺮﺑﺪ
ﻣﺤﻤﻮﺩﻳﻪ
، ﺳﻮﺋﻴﺖ ﻣﺠﺰﺍ، ﺧﻮﺍﺏ3 ، ﻣﺘﺮ340
ﺩﺭ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﻪ ﺍﻯ ﺧﺎﺹ ﻭ ﺑﻰ ﻧﻈﻴﺮ
09128440152 :ﻧﺎﺩﺭﻧﻴﺎ
ﻓﺮﺷﺘﻪ
، ﻣﺘﺮﻳﺎﻝ ﺍﺭﻭﭘﺎ، ﺧﻮﺍﺏ4 ، ﻣﺘﺮ280
 ﺟﻬﺖ ﻣﺸﻜﻞ ﭘﺴﻨﺪﺍﻥ،ﺗﺎپ ﺗﺮﻳﻦ ﻓﺮﻋﻰ
09128484216 :ﻓﺮﺑﺪ

Whole building in Jordan
9-Storey, each unit 127 Sq.m, fully
furn, 30 Bdrs., 15 Pkg lot,
Renovated, ﬆone ﬂoor, suitable for
foreign companies,
$35000
Mr.Nader: 09128440157

Ask Us Your Required Short
Term / Long Term Furnished
&Unfurnished Apartments.
ﺁﭘﺎﺭﺗﻤﺎﻥ ﻫﺎﻯ ﻛﻮﺗﺎﻩ ﻣﺪﺕ ﻭ ﺑﻠﻨﺪ ﻣﺪﺕ ﻣﺒﻠﻪ
.ﻭ ﻏﻴﺮ ﻣﺒﻠﻪ ﻣﻮﺭﺩ ﻧﻴﺎﺯ ﺧﻮﺩ ﺭﺍ ﺍﺯ ﻣﺎ ﺑﺨﻮﺍﻫﻴﺪ

Bldg. in Ajudaniyeh
4000 sq.m built up in 1500 sq.m
land, totally 8 apts, 4 units are 250
sq.m & 4 units are 350 sq.m
Mr.king: 09128440154

Adminiﬆrative license oﬃce in Elahieh

Oﬃce in North Jordan

Brand new, 120 sq.m, full facilities,

Open space

ﬆone ﬂoor with Pkg

Brand new bldg., 4 pkgs,

Mr.King: 09128440154
Oﬃce in Jordan
110 Sq.m,3 rooms, completely
renovated, gueﬆ Pkg, nice lobby, clean,

$70 per Sq.m
Mr.King: 09128440154

New Adminiﬆrative license Bldg.
500 sq.m oﬃce, open oﬃce, Pkg, highway,

hogh security, reasonable price, Suitable

Suitable for Foreign Companies, $45 per Sq.m

for Foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Luxurious Italian Style oﬃce in Argantine

Adminiﬆrative license Oﬃce open space

300 Sq.m, 7 rooms, Fully Furnished,

Brand new, ﬆone ﬂoor, 4 Pkgs,

5 Pkg, $50 per Sq.m
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Price: $70 per Sq.m
Mr.King: 09128440154

Luxury Oﬃce in Vanak
Luxury Oﬃce in Vanak

Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg,

(ﻭﻟﻨﺠﻚ )ﺑﺮﺝ ﺑﺎﻍ

Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg,

Suitable for Foreign Companies

، ﻭﻳﻮ ﻋﺎﻟﻰ، ﺧﻮﺍﺏ3 ، ﻣﺘﺮ300

Suitable for Foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

 ﻧﻮﺳﺎﺯ،ﻓﻮﻝ ﺍﻣﻜﺎﻧﺎﺕ

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

09128440152 :ﻧﺎﺩﺭﻧﻴﺎ

Apt. in Elahieh
100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs,
fully furn, Pkg., cozy & quiet ,
1100 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt. in Jordan
2nd Fl., 150 sq.m, 3 bdrs,
fully furn, Pkg, lobby, Good access
to highway, 1800 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt. in Farmanieh
1ﬆ Fl., 90 sq.m, 2 bdrs,
fully furn, Pkg, 3000 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Luxury Apt. in Jordan
4th Fl., 200 sq.m, 3 bdrs,
fully furn, Pkg, 3000 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt. in Jordan
4th Fl., 125 sq.m, 2 bdrs,
semi furn, , 1600 USD
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt. in Jordan
85 Sq.m, 1 Bdr., fully Furnished,
Pkg., quiet & cozy,
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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Hooked on our
smartphones
The many men, women and children who
spend their days glued to their smartphones and social media accounts might
learn something from Lin-Manuel Miranda, creator of the groundbreaking megahit “Hamilton.” Asked in an interview with
Delta Sky magazine when and where he
ﬁnds time to be creative, Mr. Miranda,
an avid reader of books and enthusiast
for unfettered downtime, replied: “The
good idea comes in the moment of rest.
It comes in the shower. It comes when
you’re doodling or playing trains with
your son. ‘Hamilton’ forced me to double
down on being awake to the inspirations
of just living my life.”
Mr. Miranda’s observation bodes ill for
the future, not just of creativity but also of
healthy bodies, minds and relationships.
No doubt you’ve seen the following scenarios, probably many times:
• Young couples out to dinner pull
out their smartphones to check messages, emails and social networks even before scanning the menu, and check their
phones repeatedly throughout the meal.
• Shoppers and commuters standing
in line, people crossing busy streets, even
cyclists and drivers whose eyes are on
their phones instead of their surroundings.
• Toddlers in strollers playing with a
digital device — a parent’s or perhaps
even their own — instead of observing and learning from the world around
them.
Observations like these have prompted a New York psychotherapist to ask,
“What really matters?” in life. In her enlightening new book, “The Power of
Oﬀ,” Nancy Colier observes that “we are
spending far too much of our time doing things that don’t really matter to us.”
Both in and outside her practice, she has
encountered many people who have
become “disconnected from what really
matters, from what makes us feel nourished and grounded as human beings.”
The near-universal access to digital technology, starting at ever younger
ages, is transforming modern society in
ways that can have negative eﬀects on
physical and mental health, neurological
development and personal relationships,

not to mention safety on our roads and
sidewalks.
Don’t get me wrong. I’m no Luddite.
I love technology. I love the convenience
and assistance aﬀorded by the myriad
apps on my cellphone, a pocket-size
information bank. I remember being
amazed, as a Times reporter back in the
early 1980s, when I started using word
processing and realized how much faster
I could write an article. Now computers
save tons of time and eﬀort and avert
countless embarrassing errors because I
can look up facts, ﬁgures, spelling, deﬁnitions and scholarly publications without
leaving my ergonomic chair.
But I also love putting my computer in
sleep mode and going for a walk with my
dog, meeting and chatting with friends,
acquaintances and strangers, some of
whom have become friends.
As with so much else in life, moderation in our digital world should be the
hallmark of a healthy relationship with
technology. Too many of us have become
slaves to the devices that were supposed
to free us, giving us more time to experience life and the people we love. Instead, we’re constantly bombarded by
bells, buzzes and chimes that alert us to
messages we feel compelled to view and
respond to immediately.
“Most people now check their smartphones 150 times per day, or every six

minutes,” Ms. Colier wrote. “And young
adults are now sending an average of 110
texts per day.” Furthermore, she added,
“46 percent of smartphone users now
say that their devices are something they
‘couldn’t live without.’”
In “The World Unplugged Project,”
investigators at the University of Maryland reported that “a clear majority” of
students in the 10 countries studied experienced distress when they tried to go
without their devices for 24 hours.
I fear we are turning into digital robots. Will future generations know how to
converse with one another face to face?
Will they notice the birds, trees, sunrise
and the people with whom they share the
planet?
Instead of visiting art galleries, attending concerts or walking on picturesque
wooded paths, one woman I know who
came to Woodstock, N.Y., last summer
spent the weekend on her iPad communing with her many “friends” on Facebook.
All I could think was “What a waste!”
Why, you may ask, is it so important
to limit our digital lives? “Without open
spaces and downtime, the nervous system never shuts down — it’s in constant
ﬁght-or-ﬂight mode,” Ms. Colier said in an
interview. “We’re wired and tired all the
time. Even computers reboot, but we’re
not doing it.”
She continued, “It’s connections to

How much exercise do we need?
U.S. and global guidelines call for 150
minutes of moderate or 75 minutes of vigorous exercise each week, ideally spread
out so you get some on most days.
That's based on many previous studies
suggesting a host of beneﬁts beyond the risk
of premature death that this study measured.
How the study was done
Researchers at Loughborough University in England used surveys by trained interviewers on nearly 64,000 adults in England and Scotland from 1994 to 2008. By
last year, 8,802 had died. Participants were
grouped according to how much exercise
they said they got the preceding month:
• Inactive (no leisure time exercise), 63
percent.
• Regular exercisers (meet the guidelines), 11 percent.
• Weekend warriors (get the recom-

mended weekly amount but in one or
two sessions), 4 percent.
• Insuﬃciently active (get less than the
recommended weekly amount), 22 percent.
Results
The risk of dying was about 30 percent
lower in weekend warriors and insuﬃcient exercisers versus those who were inactive. Regular exercisers lowered their risk a little more,
by 35 percent. Any amount of activity helped cut
the risk of dying of heart disease by about 40 percent, compared to being a couch potato.
Does this mean the guidelines are
bunk?
No, independent experts say. Exercise
has many other beneﬁts such as helping
to prevent dementia, depression, high
blood pressure, unhealthy sleep patterns
and diabetes. Some of these eﬀects are
short-lived, so exercising more often
gives more of them, Arem said.
"I don't know that we're ready to say,
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More Americans questioning
safety of e-cigarettes

other human beings — real-life connections, not digital ones — that nourish
us and make us feel like we count. Our
presence, our full attention is the most
important thing we can give each other.
Digital communications don’t result in
deeper connections, in feeling loved and
supported.”
How often is your real work interrupted by signals from your smartphone that
you ﬁnd impossible to ignore? Have you
ever avoided intimacy with your partner
because you’re in the midst of iPhone
Scrabble? Is endlessly snapping selfies and posting your every action and
thought on social media creating an unhealthy self-centeredness?
As for physical well-being, every hour
spent on a device is likely to be an indoor,
sedentary one. Screens are stealing time
that children and adolescents should be
spending on physical activity and sports,
reading, or creating and engaging directly with other children, all of which are
critical to healthy physical and social development.
“Children who overuse online media
are at risk of problematic internet use,
and heavy users of video games are at
risk of internet gaming disorder” (translation: addiction), the American Academy of Pediatrics wrote in its latest policy
statement on media use.
Ms. Colier, a licensed clinical social
worker, said, “The only diﬀerence between digital addiction and other addictions is that this is a socially condoned
behavior.” While her book contains a 30day digital detox program, in our interview she oﬀered three steps to help curb
one’s digital dependence.
1. Start by recognizing how much digital use is really needed, say, for work or
navigation or letting family members know
you’re OK, and what is merely a habit of
responding, posting and self-distraction.
2. Make little changes. Refrain from
using your device while eating or spending time with friends, and add one thing a
day that’s done without the phone.
3. Become very conscious of what is important to you, what really nourishes you,
and devote more time and attention to it.
(Source: The New York Times)

It's all good: Any exercise cuts risk of death, study finds
Weekend warriors, take a victory lap.
People who pack their workouts into one
or two sessions a week lower their risk of
dying over roughly the next decade nearly as much as people who exercise more
often, new research suggests.
Even people who get less exercise
than recommended have less risk than
folks who don't break a sweat at all.
"If someone is completely inactive, the
best thing they can do is even getting out
and taking a walk," said Hannah Arem,
a health researcher at George Washington University. For people who think
they don't have enough time for small
amounts of exercise to matter, the results
are "encouraging or perhaps motivating,"
she said.
She had no role in the study, but wrote
a commentary published with the results
Monday in JAMA Internal Medicine.
Here are some things to know.

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

based on this study, that people shouldn't
try to exercise more than that if they can,"
said Dr. Daniel Rader, preventive cardiology chief at the University of Pennsylvania.
"People who exercise more regularly report
that they feel like they have a better quality
of life," among other beneﬁts, he said.
Still, the results are "quite fascinating
and a bit surprising" on the "dose" of
exercise needed for beneﬁt, Rader said.
"Even if you only have time to do something once a week, this study would suggest it's still worth doing."
More than 90 percent of the participants were white, so results may diﬀer in
other racial or ethnic groups. Exercise was
only assessed at the start of the study and
could have changed over time. The biggest limitation is that observational studies like this can only suggest exercise and
health risks may be related; they cannot
prove the point.
(Source: AP)

Fewer people now view e-cigarettes, which convert a nicotine
liquid into vapor that's inhaled, as a less dangerous or healthier alternative to cigarettes, new research ﬁnds.
Public perception about these battery-operated devices
is changing, even though studies investigating their health
eﬀects have had mixed results, the researchers said.

"It's a good thing that information about e-cigarettes' possible adverse health eﬀects has gotten out there, especially
considering there wasn't a government or public health push
during the study years," said the study's leader, Eric Ford. He
is a professor in the department of health policy and management at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health in Baltimore.
"When misinformation about health eﬀects about any
substances becomes widespread, it is usually very hard to
reverse the trend. That somehow happened here," Ford said
in a university news release.
For the study, the researchers reviewed nationally representative surveys conducted in 2012, 2013 and 2014. The
surveys -- sponsored by the U.S. National Cancer Institute
-- included more than 3,000 smokers, former smokers and
non-smokers each year.
Awareness of e-cigarettes increased about 17 percent between 2012 and 2014 (from 77 percent to 94 percent), the
ﬁndings showed.
The study authors said that this greater awareness had no
inﬂuence on smokers' intentions or attempts to kick the habit.
The sur veys revealed that 50 percent of the people
polled in 2012 believed e-cigarettes were not as harmful as cigarettes. Two years later, that number fell to 43
percent.
During this time period, e-cigarettes were marketed
as a safer alternative to smoking traditional cigarettes
because they don't contain tobacco, the study authors
said.
Ford's team pointed out that many health experts worry
that e-cigarettes could lead more people to start smoking
cigarettes, the leading cause of preventable death around the
world. Teens may be especially vulnerable to e-cigarette marketing, which could put them on the path to addiction with
tobacco cigarettes, experts say.
As of 2014, e-cigarettes were used by nearly 4 percent of
U.S. adults, particularly those who were current smokers or
had quit within the past year, according to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.
The health eﬀects of e-cigarettes remain unclear, the
researchers cautioned. The products with ﬂavoring and
other ingredients that contain a chemical called diacetyl
may be linked with lung conditions, such as bronchiolitis
obliterans, or "popcorn lung." This causes scarring in the
lungs that leads to the thickening and narrowing of the
airways, the study authors said.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has revealed
plans to start regulating e-cigarettes. Selling these
products to anyone younger than 18 years of age will
be prohibited. Recently, the U.S. Surgeon General also
warned young people to avoid e-cigarettes entirely,
calling them "unsafe."
The FDA has also said it will hold a two-day workshop in
April to examine the dangers of exploding batteries in e-cigarettes.
The agency identiﬁed 66 instances of e-cigarette explosions in 2015 and early 2016, according to published reports.
The batteries overheated, caught ﬁre or blew up, sometimes
causing severe injuries.
(Source: HealthDay News)
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Tel: 88888007 Fax: 88675936
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o 52 Darya-Noorani
Darya Noorani Blv.Crossroad,
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Farahzadi Blv, Shahrak-e-Gharb
Tel:
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Teaching
Macro &
Micro-Economics
in English
Te l : 0 9 1 24 9 6 0 0 1 8

www.iraniahome.com
Email: info@iraniahome.com

Indian Restaurant

PRIVATE PARKING LOT

Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) – Rahimzade Alley – Taleqani
Crossroads – Valiasr St. Tell: 6 6 4 7 6 8 5 5

 ﻭﻳﻼ ﻭ ﺁﭘﺎﺭﺗﻤﺎﻥ ﻣﺒﻠﻪ ﺷﻤﺎ:ﻣﺎﻟﻜﻴﻦ ﻣﺤﺘﺮﻡ
ﺭﺍ ﺟﻬﺖ ﺍﺟﺎﺭﻩ ﺑﻪ ﺩﻳﭙﻠﻤﺎﺗﻬﺎ ﻧﻴﺎﺯﻣﻨﺪﻳﻢ
villa - Elahie

1000 SQM land - 1000 SQM
built up Quit fantaﬆic
full facilities - access to all
ready to move in
Fair price Ahrabi 09192571076
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Amazon Alexa will
make your car smarter

10 hot titles of IT world
By Alireza Khorasani
Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed by
savvy tech users:

1

Altaba will be new name for Yahoo after transition to
new owner: Alibaba. Yahoo has announced that Mayer, co-founder David Filo and four other people are resigning
from the company's board of directors once Verizon oﬃcially
takes control. The shakeup will also see Yahoo change the
name of the post-acquisition company, which will hold Alibaba assets (that is, the part of the company that isn't going to
Verizon), to Altaba.

2

New version of Google Voice coming soon.
Google conﬁrmed to 9to5Google that the banner was released early in a mistake, but said a new version is
indeed coming soon. Google wouldn't provide word on what
the updates may include.

3

FBI arrests Volkswagen executive over Dieselgate.
Volkswagen eventually confessed to installing
pollution-cheating devices on 11 million vehicles. The software
sensed when the 2.0- and 3.0-liter cars were being tested by the
EPA and activated pollution systems at the expense of power.

4

Volvo is testing self-driving cars with real families.
The company just revealed that it's conducting
autonomous vehicle tests with an ordinary family, the Hains
from Gothenburg, Sweden.

5

Microsoft cancels Xbox One exclusive 'Scalebound'.
Microsoft Studios has conﬁrmed that the dragon
action role-playing game has been cancelled. The company
hasn't elaborated on why (you can read its statement below),
but Eurogamer's sources describe it as the result of a rough
development process that grew particularly tortuous in 2016.

6

Samsung was actually granted more patents than
Apple in 2016.
According to information by IFI CLAIMS Patent Services,
Apple isn't even in the top 10, when it comes to number of
patents by company for last year. IBM leads the charge with
the impressive 8,088 patents granted in 2016, which makes
for just over 22 patents a day. Samsung follows in the not-soclose second, with 5518 patents, or a bit over 15 a day.

7

Ex-Apple engineer says that the iPhone developed
from improvements made to the iPod.
In an interview with the BBC, Tony Fadell, the former Apple
employee (who left the company in 2010) said that developing Apple's iconic smartphone started out as a way to build
on the iPod's platform.

8

Apple preparing to enter talks with Indian government on opening local manufacturing plant.
According to sources familiar with the situation, Apple is
unlikely to put forth any other major demands for concessions. Alphabet's Skybox Imaging satellite business, renamed
to Terra Bella last year, could be sold to Planet Labs in an
equity transaction, according to Bloomberg.
Alphabet's Google division acquired Skybox for roughly
$500 million three years ago. Skybox's satellites record and
provide access to high-deﬁnition video of landscapes and
detailed imagery.

9

Alphabet’s Skybox Imaging satellite business, renamed to Terra Bella last year, could be sold to
Planet Labs in an equity transaction, according to Bloomberg.
Alphabet’s Google division acquired Skybox for roughly $500
million three years ago. Skybox’s satellites record and provide access to high-deﬁnition video of landscapes and detailed imagery.

10

Chinese technology giant Tencent announced a
new "mini program" feature embedded within its
popular messaging app WeChat, which allows users to open
certain mobile apps downloaded on WeChat directly.

FDA warns that certain
pacemakers are vulnerable
to hacking
According to a cybersecurity notice from the Food and Drug
Administration, certain pacemakers and cardiac devices are
currently vulnerable to hacking. Although security researchers have warned about the security risks to medical devices
for years now, this is the ﬁrst time we've seen the government
publicly acknowledge a speciﬁc threat.
The vulnerable devices included under the FDA's warning are not the pacemakers
themselves, but rather the
Merlin@home
Transmitters
made by St. Jude Medical.
The transmitters are part of a
home monitor that connects
to pacemakers and other implanted cardiac devices using
a wireless RF signal. The Merlin
is designed to read the data
stored on a pacemaker and then upload that data to its own
cloud on the Merlin.net Patient Care Network, where a physician can access and monitor the device and the patient's
health. Although it doesn't mention speciﬁcs of the threat,
the government acknowledges that Merlin monitors could
be hacked to send modiﬁed commands to a patient's pacemaker or other device. With the right access, a hacker could
do anything from deplete a pacemaker's battery to shocking
a patient or throwing oﬀ their heartbeat.
On the bright side, the FDA says there have been no reported hacks and no patients have been harmed so far. To ﬁx
the problem, a software patch will be automatically applied
over-the-air to aﬀected Merlin@home devices starting today.
Patients or their caregivers only need to ensure the devices
are online and connected to get the ﬁx.
(Source: FDA)
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By Mona Lalwani

E

very year at CES, some of the
world's biggest tech companies
try to one-up each other. TVs get
thinner and brighter. Home appliances
get chattier and robots get friendlier. But
this year, instead of standing out for their
memorable devices, a lot of companies
showed up with a shared identity: the
voice of Alexa.
Within a span of just two years, Amazon's cloud-based voice service has
spread far beyond the Echo speaker
where it ﬁrst debuted. Alexa has gone
from being an at-home helper to a personal assistant that can unlock your car,
make a robot dance and even order groceries from your fridge.
At CES, both Ford and Volkswagen announced that their cars would integrate
Alexa for weather updates, navigation
and more. According to CJ Frost, principal
architect solutions and automotive lead at
Amazon, the car industry is moving into a
mobility space. The idea isn't restricted to
the ride anymore; it encompasses a journey that starts before you even get in the
car. With the right skills built into the voice
service, you can start a conversation with
Alexa about the state of your car (is there
enough fuel, is it locked, etc.) before you
leave the house. It can also pull up your
calendar, check traﬃc updates and conﬁrm the meeting to make sure you're on
track for the day.
Using a voice service in the car keeps
your connection with the intelligent assistant intact. It's also a mode of communication that will be essential to autonomous cars of the near future. I caught up
with Frost and John Scumniotales, GM of
Automotive Alexa service, at the Las Vegas convention center to trace the progression of the intelligent assistant from
home speakers to cars on the road.
Alexa is ubiquitous at CES this
year. To what do you credit the explosion of voice service integration?
John Scumniotales: I think there are
multiple reasons. One is our approach
to the market. We released the Echo a
couple of years back. The device demonstrated intelligent voice service and provided customers with that access. Then
we rapidly built services on top of it that
allowed people access to the cloud. What
we're seeing is the beneﬁt of having 7,000
skills built by third parties, and having
more and more companies embed Alexa
into their devices and cars. Having intelligent services to assist us in our day-today lives has been a big driving factor.
There's a huge emphasis on voice interaction but speech recognition technology still has a lot of challenges like languages, accents, etc. Are we really at a
point where we'll instinctively talk to our
appliances? And more importantly, will
we be understood?
Scumniotales: I think we're starting
to see voice services and personal assistants emerge. I do think it's becoming
more common to interact with devices:

mobiles, appliances and vehicles. For
many emerging technologies it can be an
evangelical sell, where you ﬁrst have to
train people to a new approach, but we're
starting to see it crossover in regards to
voice.
With the far ﬁeld technology that we
have and the echo cancellation, there can
be complex background noise, the TV
can be going, and I can still have a conversation with Alexa. That's the magical
experience that's helped convince people
that this is a viable mode. On top of that
the natural language capability as well,
where I no longer have to learn a speciﬁc
grammar and sequence to interact with
a device. I can ask for something in ﬁve
diﬀerent ways and Alexa usually knows
what I'm talking about.
How did this progression from
Amazon Echo to vehicles come about?
Would you say this is a natural progression or a planned move?
CJ Frost: I think what we always
planned on was consistency of experience and to really allow the consumer to
experience that engagement. Having that
interaction in the home, we saw that opportunity. So did the automotive makers.
It was very obvious that people wanted to
get in the car and have an easy conversational experience.
Scumniotales: The feedback we've
gotten from the Echo at home is that
people have gotten accustomed to having voice-activated access to their digital
lives. They want that continuity in their
cars, whether it's entertainment, productivity or knowledge. That's been an intentional thing that Amazon has done. We
want this to be a multi-modal experience.
What would you say is the purpose of bringing voice interactions to
cars? Is it about productivity or safety?

Frost: We know the drivers in the automotive industry. It's the industry itself,
but it's also regulation, safety and insurance services. We know that voice interfaces have been a part of cars for a
long time primarily to support safe operations. When you look at how easily you
can engage: -- order a pizza in ﬁve to six
seconds, check the weather -- it's a very
easy, safe and consistent interaction and
it adds functionality to the car. You can
bring your phone to the car but depending on how the consumer uses it, it can
add a level of risk as well. But ﬁnding a
way to converse without being distracted, with your hands still on the steering
wheel, becomes a positive experience.
Scumniotales: Voice can make complex tasks simple. A short utterance compared to completing a task on the phone.
You'll have to toggle between apps and it
becomes a dangerous interaction. Voice
is a natural and safe human machine interaction model for the car.
Frost: If you think about it, the advent
of ordering pizza online was amazing.
But now I think about it a diﬀerent way.
I open my laptop, launch a website, type
in what I want, pull my card out ...I need
to go through all the motions and all of
a sudden it feels onerous as opposed to
having a quick voice conversation and
having a pizza show up 30 minutes later.
What's your biggest challenge
with Alexa?
Scumniotales: Going fast enough.
Just being able to satisfy the incoming
demand and to go global with Alexa is a
challenge. There is so much that's possible; we just need to meet that demand as
fast as we can.
Beyond this wave of Alexa in car models this year, how does the service ﬁt into
the autonomous car space of the future?

Scumniotales: When you look at
driverless cars, it's a great situation because Alexa either becomes a mobile living room or mobile oﬃce. Once we have
that much more free time available to us
during our commute, then you'll have Alexa in your car so you can access entertainment and information.
Continuing the conversation
from the house to the car also provides
more access to Alexa into people's
lives. In what ways does this extended
interaction beneﬁt the technology?
Frost: Alexa gets smarter every day.
As people engage with this service and
as more skills are added, the system is
getting smarter about how to respond.
From an automotive perspective, there
are all sorts of things happening to make
cars safer and to get set for autonomous.
What's big this year is vehicle-to-vehicle
communication and data sharing between cars. Not an active data sharing
or interaction between consumers but
cars talking to each other. What happens
in the near future when a car can detect
snow on the road and tell 15 cars behind it: "Hey, there's snow on the road."
By engaging the voice in activating that
data, we can potentially use that car-tocar communication to let people know
there's an accident or there are changing
conditions on the road. That's the interim step of how we can use data better to
make driving safer.
Then, when our hands are oﬀ the
wheel, we will absolutely have to have
that interaction. When people start engaging in diﬀerent ways in autonomous
vehicles, then you can start to learn what
patterns on a drive from LA to San Francisco. It allows the service to get smarter
and smarter.
We've heard a lot of Alexa over
the last year. What's the future?
Scumniotales: We've been laying
down the table stakes for an intelligent
voice service over the last few years.
Now you can start to think about taking the AI we've built to the next step,
where we can provide some predictive
guidance. We will know what your calendar is so when you start interacting
with Alexa in the morning, she'll suggest
the next actions you should be taking
or she'll look at your appointments and
check the traﬃc for you. We want to tie
in various data sources that we have
access to, including a lot of personal information of your day, to have an intelligent assistant that provides predictive
behaviors as well.
We're going to continue to work with
our own devices to expand the ones we
oﬀer in the marketplace, but also have
more third parties embedding Alexa into
their environment. The ultimate vision
is that this is like a Star Trek computer,
where I'm walking through my house and
I can just ask Alexa for things. There may
not be devices that you can even see.
There might be microphones in the walls
and speakers in the ceiling.
(Source: engadget)

US intelligence: 30 countries building cyber attack capabilities
More than 30 countries are developing oﬀensive cyber
attack capabilities, according to US intelligence chiefs.
They warn that cyber attacks against critical infrastructure and information networks will give attackers a
means of bypassing traditional defense measures.
The warning came in a joint statement by US director of National Security James Clapper, undersecretary
of defense for intelligence Marcel Lettre, and NSA and
US Cyber Command Director Admiral Mike Rogers, at
a hearing on foreign cyber threats by the Senate Armed
Services Committee.
"Protecting critical infrastructure such as crucial energy, ﬁnancial, manufacturing, transportation, communication, and health systems, will become an increasingly
complex national security challenge," the written statement noted.
It also warned that nations equipped with similar offensive cyber capabilities could be prone to preemptive
attack and rapid escalation in a future crisis, "because
both sides would have an incentive to strike ﬁrst".
The committee was meeting in the aftermath of what
its chairman Senator John McCain called an "unprecedented attack on our democracy", referring to the hacking attacks during the recent Presidential election, which
have been blamed by US intelligence on Russia.
President-elect Donald Trump has cast doubt on
whether Russia was behind the attacks.
However, the statement from the intelligence chiefs
said Russia is a "full-scope cyber actor" and one that
"poses a major threat to US government, military, diplomatic, commercial, and critical infrastructure and key
resource networks because of its highly advanced offensive cyber program and sophisticated tactics, tech-

“We asses that only Russia’s
senior-most oﬃcials could
have authorized the recent
election-focused data thefts
and disclosures, based on
the scope and sensitivity of
the targets,” the statement
continued.
niques, and procedures".
It said Russian cyber operations had targeted government organizations, critical infrastructure, think tanks,
universities, political organizations and corporations, often using spearphishing campaigns.
"We asses that only Russia's senior-most oﬃcials could
have authorized the recent election-focused data thefts

and disclosures, based on the scope and sensitivity of
the targets," the statement continued.
"Every American should be alarmed by Russia's attack
on our nation," McCain said. But the recent Russian attacks are one part of a bigger cyber problem he added,
pointing to other digital espionage and cyber attacks by
hackers aligned with China and North Korea.
"What seems clear is our adversaries have reached a
common conclusion that the reward for attacking American cyberspace outweighs the risk. For years’ cyber attacks on our nation have been met with indecision and
inaction. Our nation has no policy and thus no strategy
for cyber deterrence. Unless we demonstrate that the
costs of attacking the United States outweigh the perceived beneﬁts these cyber attacks will only grow," he
warned.
Certainly Russia was not the only digital threat the
intelligence chiefs identiﬁed.
China continues to conduct cyber espionage
against the US government and companies, albeit at
lower levels than previously, they said. "Beijing has also
selectively used cyber attacks against foreign targets
that it probably believes threaten Chinese domestic
stability or regime legitimacy." They also listed Iran
as using cyber espionage, propoganda and attacks,
and said North Korea remains capable of "launching
disruptive or destructive cyber attacks to support its
political objectives".
And the risk isn't likely to decline, either: "Over the
next ﬁve years, technological change will only accelerate
the intersection of cyber and physical devices, creating
new risks," they said.
(Source: senate.gov)
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Earth’s moon formed in ‘moonlet’
mash-up after many Earth impacts
Earth’s moon may be the product of
many small moonlets that merged after
multiple objects as big as Mars collided
with Earth, leaving disks of planetary debris orbiting the planet, a new study suggests.
This idea that multiple impacts led
to the moon’s birth challenges the
most prevalent theor y of lunar formation, which suggests that one giant impact led to the formation of the
moon.
The new, multiple-impact hypothesis
suggests that about 20 moon- to Marssize objects struck the Earth, ﬂinging debris from the planet into orbit. There, the
debris formed disks around the Earth that
looked somewhat like Saturn’s rings.
Form of moonlets
Over centuries, debris in several disks
accreted to form moonlets that migrated
farther and farther from the Earth due to
tidal interactions.
Eventually, the moonlets settled at a
distance known as the Hill radius, coalescing to form one big moon.
This graphic illustrates how the moon
may have formed after multiple collisions
on Earth. Moon- to Mars-sized impactors
strike the Earth and leave a disk of debris
orbiting the planet.
The debris forms “moonlets” and migrate farther away from the Earth due to
a tidal interaction, but eventually settle at

a distance known as the Hill radius. Here,
the moonlets merge to eventually form
the moon.

Planet-size rock
This process isn’t too far oﬀ from the
“Giant Impact Hypothesis,” which states

“In the early stages of the Solar System,
impacts were very abundant; therefore,
it is more natural that several common
impactors formed the moon, rather than
one special one.

that a planet-size rock named Theia
struck the Earth, leaving behind a jet of
debris that went on to form the moon.
But there’s one problem with this theory.
The “multiple-impact scenario is a
more natural way of explaining the
formation of the moon,” Raluca Rufu,
a researcher at the Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel and lead author of the study, told Space.com.
“In the early stages of the Solar System, impacts were very abundant; therefore, it is more natural that several common impactors formed the moon, rather
than one special one.
Authors of the new study, which
was published on Jan. 9 in the journal Nature Geoscience, performed
several numerical simulations of
moon-forming processes and determined that a multiple-impact scenario better explains the moon’s Earthly
composition.
“Moreover, the composition similarity
between the Earth and the moon in the
giant impact cannot be explained without
using a special Earth-like impactor,” Rufu
added. “However, if multiple of bodies
contribute to the ﬁnal moon, their chemical signatures can even out, therefore
the traces of the various impacts will be
masked.”
(Source: space.com)

Children need peanuts from early age to prevent allergy, new guidance says
Parents should expose children to peanuts from early
age to prevent the growing burden of allergy, new UK
guidance is expected to say, after the U.S. amended its
guidelines.
The government’s Scientiﬁc Advisory Committee on
Nutrition (SCAN), which advises Public Health England
and the NHS, is currently reviewing advice on peanuts
as part of a wide ranging report on child nutrition and is
due to report this summer.
But it is likely to follow recommendations made by
the Food Standards Agency’s Committee on Toxicity
which recently warned that the ‘deliberate exclusion or
delayed introduction of speciﬁc allergenic foods may increase the risk of allergy’.
Peanut-containing food
On Thursday the National Institute of Health in the
U.S. updated its own guidelines saying that infants
should be exposed to peanut-containing food from as
early as four months to desensitize their immune system.
The “USA leads, as is often the case, where others follow and as a practicing pediatrician I welcome this new
guidance,” said Alastair Sutcliﬀe, professor of Pediatrics,
of University College London.
“This is in a sense the opposite of previous practice
where such nuts were thought to be best avoided, despite the fact that nut allergies are rare in Mediterranean
countries.”

The allergy epidemic is growing annually in the UK,
with number of suﬀerers increasing by ﬁve per cent
each year. In 2011/2012 here were 18,471 hospital admissions for allergies in England, but that had grown
to 25, 093 by 2015/2016 and the number of cases of
life-threatening anaphylactic shock has risen six fold
in 20 years.
School-age children
Rates of peanut allergy have risen in recent decades
and one in 50 school-age children in the UK is now affected by the condition.
Current NHS weaning guidance suggests that parents
should oﬀer nut based food from the age of six months
to see if children are allergic, but does not recommend
keeping up the exposure.
The new U.S. guidance advises that babies with a
high risk of developing peanut allergy - because they
have eczema or egg allergy - should begin eating
peanuts from four to six months, while all youngsters
should ‘have peanut-containing foods freely introduced into their diets’ once they had started eating
solids.
Michael Walker, member of the European Academy
of Allergy and Clinical Immunology said: “This is sensible
advice that I am sure UK authorities will wish to think
about.
“UK parents should consult their GP, bringing atten-

ing years with higher ocean temperatures
and changes in ocean currents — the
levels of domoic acid in the razor clams
were higher, the researchers said in a
statement fromOregon State University.
Speciﬁcally, the researchers’ analysis of
the data from this period showed that the
ﬁve years with the highest levels of annual
domoic acid were also the ﬁve years with
the warmest ocean conditions.
Marine algae
Domoic acid is a neurotoxin. The compound is produced by marine algae, and
accumulates in animals that consume
that algae, at increasingly higher levels
up the food chain. People who ingest
it can develop a neurological disorder
called domoic acid poisoning (DAP), also
referred to as amnesic shellﬁsh poisoning,

tion to the American guidelines if necessary, before attempting peanut allergy prevention in their infant themselves.”
The change came about following the results of several trials including the UK’s Learning Early About Peanut
Allergy (Leap) study which showed that regular peanut
consumption begun in infancy and continued until the
age of ﬁve led to ancient reduction in the development
of allergy in high risk children.
(Source: The Telegraph)

which involves symptoms such as stomach pains, diarrhea, seizures, numbing of
the face, memory loss and, in rare cases,
death.
Domoic acid was ﬁrst identiﬁed as a
health threat in 1987, and levels of it have
been monitored along the United States’
western coast since 1991. Humans generally develop DAP after ingesting shellﬁsh
or anchovies; cooking or freezing the
ﬁsh or shellﬁsh does not lower the compound’s toxicity. To help guard against
this risk, agencies such as the Oregon
Department of Agriculture monitor the
domoic-acid levels of shellﬁsh every two
to four weeks, and suspend shellﬁsh harvesting if they ﬁnd that the level of domoic acid in shellﬁsh tissue exceeds 20 parts
per million.

As of 2016, just over 70 percent of the
approximately 1,500 razor clams sampled in Oregon since 1992 had domoic-acid levels below 20 parts per million,
Morgaine McKibben, lead author of the
paper and a doctoral student at Oregon
State University, told Live Science.
Oregon has seen no deaths or documented sicknesses related to domoic
acid, as standard testing has prevented
the harvesting of toxic shellﬁsh, said study
co-author Matthew Hunter, a researcher
at the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife.
In the study, the researchers also created a model that tracks climate conditions in an eﬀort to predict large increases in the levels of the toxin.
(Source: Live Science)

Scientists have found two supermassive black holes ‘hiding’ in nearby galaxies
The intense gravitational forces at the heart of supermassive black holes generate intense light shows that
are among the brightest things ever seen in the Universe
– but that doesn’t necessarily mean we can always see
them, even when they’re close to home.
New research has conﬁrmed the existence of two
supermassive black holes in nearby galaxies, previously hidden by clouds of gas and dust that obscured the
high-energy ﬁreworks resulting from cosmic matter being drawn into their voids. “These black holes are relative-

ly close to the Milky Way, but they have remained hidden
from us until now,” says researcher Ady Annuar from Durham University in the UK, one of a team that investigated a
black hole at the center of a galaxy called NGC 1448.
Supermassive black holes
Supermassive black holes are actually invisible to us, because they emit no light, but as matter falls over their event
horizon boundary, it heats up and produces radiation that
can be observed across the electromagnetic spectrum.
This process, which occurs at what’s called the ac-

tive galactic nucleus – the core of a galaxy containing a
supermassive black hole – puts on a brilliant display that
can be detected from billions of light-years away, but only
if the conditions are favorable.The problem is that most
active nuclei are thought to be surrounded by a doughnut-shaped cloud of thick gas and dust that blocks much of
the light emissions from getting out. If you’ve got a vantage
point to look into the hole of the doughnut, you’ll see an
incredible light show – but when viewed from the side, you
might not catch anything at all.
(Source: SicenceAlert)

BSI Awarded with Special National Plan Statue
Managing Director of Bank Saderat Iran (BSI) Zera’ati
was awarded with a Plaque of Honor and special statue
in 11th edition of National Plan, Public Relations Department of the bank announced.
This prestigious 11th National Plan ceremony
was held in the presence of Ahmad Masjed-Jame’ei
representative of people in Tehran City Council
(TCC), Kordovani university professor, Jahani Head

of Public Relations Department of Bank Saderat
Iran, chief of Center for Research, Education and
Cultural Activities, a number of varsity lecturers
and students.
Turning to the participation of the bank in knowledge-based projects in the country, he said: “Beneﬁted from the most experienced and talented manpower, Islamic Iran will move towards prosperity and
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Anthropogenic
groundwater extraction
impacts climate
Anthropogenic groundwater exploitation changes soil moisture and land-atmosphere water and energy ﬂuxes, and
essentially aﬀects the ecohydrological processes and the climate system. In over-exploited regions, the terrestrial water
storage has been rapidly
depleted, causing unsustainability of water use and
inducing climate change.
Recently, Prof. Zhenghui Xie and Dr. Yujin
Zeng from CAS Institute
of Atmospheric Physics,
incorporated a scheme of
anthropogenic groundwater exploitation into the
Community Earth System
Model version 1.2, and
conducted a series of simulations over global scale
to investigate the impacts of anthropogenic groundwater exploitation on the hydrological processes and climate system
around the world. “Quantifying the hydrologic and climatic
responses to anthropogenic groundwater extraction not only
advances our understanding on the hydrological cycle with
human intervention, but also beneﬁts eﬀective human water
management for sustainable water use,” said Prof. Xie.
They found that groundwater exploitation caused drying
in deep soil layers but wetting in upper layers. A “rapidly declining water table is found in areas with the most severe
groundwater extraction,” Prof. XIE observed, the “areas include the central United States, the north China Plains and
the north India and Pakistan.”
The atmosphere also responded to groundwater extraction, with cooling at the 850 hPa level over the north India
and Pakistan and a large area in the north China and central
Russia. Increased precipitation occurred in the north China
Plains due to increased evapotranspiration from groundwater irrigation. Decreased precipitation occurred in north India
because the Indian monsoon and its transport of water vapor
were weaker as a result of cooling induced by groundwater
use. Local terrestrial water storage was shown to be unsustainable at the current high groundwater extraction rate.
(Source: EurekAlert)

New hybrid composite bike
frames shed weight without
shattering on impact

Warmer waters linked to higher levels of shellfish toxin
As the Earth warms up, you may want to
lay oﬀ the shellﬁsh: Warmer ocean waters
are linked to increased — and possibly
dangerous — levels of domoic acid, a
toxin in shellﬁsh and other marine animals that can make people sick, a new
study ﬁnds.
Researchers looked at more than two
decades’ worth of data, from 1991 to
2015, and compared ocean water conditions oﬀ the Oregon coast (using measures of climate variability such as the
Paciﬁc Decadal Oscillation (PDO), which
looks at factors including not only temperatures but also ocean current) with the
levels of domoic acid in Oregon’s razor
clams (Siliqua patula).
The results showed that in the years
when the climate was warmer — includ-
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excellence.”
He further noted that the high capability and potential of young generation and said: “Expert, skilled and
competent manpower play a leading role in materializing most objectives of the country.”
In the end, senior management of the bank was
awarded with a Plaque of Honor as chief sponsor and
organizer of this prestigious ceremony.

For a competitive cyclist, carbon ﬁber is an important way to
shed some unnecessary weight in a bike’s frame. However,
this beneﬁt comes at the cost of durability. While aluminum
and other metals dent or bend from a heavy impact, carbon
ﬁber is more likely to crack or shatter. Some new composite
materials are looking to combine the best of both.
Solutions in the past have included stronger ﬁbers or
patches in areas prone to damage, but these tend to add
weight to structures that are otherwise hyper-eﬃcient. Hybrid
composites instead blend materials together within the same
ply, granting the hybrid properties of both without much impact on the total weight.
Surprisingly, two of the materials being used are essentially plastic. Dyneema is a polyethylene ﬁber, while Innegra is
polypropylene. When carbon ﬁber and Dyneema are woven
together, the ﬁbers become highly ﬂexible and gain high tensile strength. DSM Dyneema, the Dutch company behind the
ﬁber, claims that the energy absorption “can be increased by
up to 100 percent.”
The materials also reduce weight and gain vibration
dampening properties. Innega is very similar, but the microstructure of the ﬁbers also adds some ability to lessen the
damage. Microvoids in the structure may allow the energy to
dissipate more evenly.
A more interesting approach is a carbon and steel ﬁber
hybrid from Rein4ced. Unlike the ﬂexible plastic ﬁbers, this
Belgian material doesn’t sacriﬁce as much stiﬀness. The blend
won’t require as much reinforcement to retain the desired
rigidity. In fact, the company expects “zero weight gain” for
frames, forks, and other components.
Keep in mind, none of these hybrid composites will eliminate the problem completely.
(Source: Digital Trends)

New synthetic spider silk
that’s almost as strong as
the real thing
A new way of making artiﬁcial spider silk can produce a kilometer of thread from 10 rice grains’ weight protein – and it’s
almost as strong as the natural ﬁber.
Researchers from China, Spain, Sweden and the UK drew inspiration from spider anatomy to build a spinning device which
makes synthetic silk cheaper and easier than harvesting the real
stuﬀ. The work, unveiled in Nature Chemical Biology, might ramp
up production of large quantities of silk for manufacturing.
Spider silk is made of protein molecules called spidroins.
These molecules start in the silk glands, where they’re kept in
highly concentrated solution.
When it’s time to spin a web, this concentrated solution
is squeezed through a narrow duct. Along the duct, the environment becomes more acidic, with the pH gradually lowered from 7.6 to around 5.7, and pressure increases.
This acidity and pressure force the spidroins to link together in
what’s known as a “lock-and-trigger mechanism” and form long silk
ﬁbers which are stronger than steel on a per weight basis.
But making it on a commercial scale has proved tricky.
While synthesizing spidroin molecules is easy enough – bacteria and yeast, for instance, can be genetically programmed
to produce it – spinning the thread is easier said than done.
(Source: Cosmos Magazine)
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Some $250m allocated
to Lake Urmia
restoration program
—
The
Iranian
S O C I E T Y TEHRAN
d e s k administration has allocated some
10 trillion rials (nearly $250 million) to Lake Urmia
restoration program.
The lake which used to be a natural habitat for
migratory birds, and a tourist attraction is facing a
dramatic decline for years now. The decline is generally
blamed on a combination of drought, damming of the
rivers that flow into it, pumping of groundwater from
the area, and increased water diversion for irrigation
of farming lands within the lake’s watershed.
Some three trillion rials (nearly $75 million) has
been recently allotted, ISNA quoted Masoud Tajrishi
an official with Lake Urmia restoration program
headquarters as saying on Monday.
The $75-million budget allocation was drawn up
three weeks ago in a meeting with officials of the headquarters and cabinet members and will be spent on
projects to replace old irrigation systems and farming
practices and prevent soil erosion, Tajrishi explained.
While the government has passed an annual budget
of 17.5 trillion rials (nearly $440 million) for the lake in the
current Iranian calendar year, ending on Mar. 20, 2017,
however, only some 10 trillion rials (nearly $250 million)
will be allocated to the lake restoration, he said.
“The figures and lake’s current status indicate that in
case we manage to do as we’ve planned and succeed
in getting the proposed budget it is technically
possible to restore the lake,” he stated.
He further explained that the government has pay
out some 10.5 trillion rials (nearly $263 million) for
Lake Urmia restoration over the past two years.

Techmarts to expand
across Iran
S O C I E T Y TEHRAN — Two new technology
d e s k markets will be inaugurated in Iran by

the end of the current Iranian calendar year (March 2017).
Technology markets, called techmarts, are, in fact,
places for technology exchange and are seen as
bridges between producers, entrepreneurs and investors, head of Iran’s national techmarts center said.
Akbar Qanbarpour added that currently there are
16 techmarts in Iran and with the two new techmarts
coming on stream in Tehran and Zanjan provinces,
they will increase to 18, IRNA reported on Monday.
By the end of Iranian calendar year 1397 (March
2019) all the 31 provinces will have their own
techmarts, he noted.
Techmarts would ease the technology advancement
and market and developers can get professional help for
commercialization of their products, he added.
Techmarts can also help knowledge-based companies to get into markets and raise fund, he suggested.

S O C I E T Y

Iranian engineer invents world’s first
hysteroscopic myolysis instrument
The applied radio frequency (RF)
1
electricity causes a tissue heating up
which leads to a perfect necrosis and
subsequently death of the tumor as a
result and eventually leads to a shrinkage
in the size of the fibroid that based on
the scientific reports it might be up to
%90 after 6 months. The necrosis also
eliminates chances of tumors regrowth in
the future. In addition the instrument does
not affect the surrounding myometrium
and the overlaying endometrium tissue
thanks to the specially designed steminsulated electrodes which means despite
old methods it causes no damages to the
uterus and any future pregnancy would be
totally harmless and safe.
All the instruments are registered in
the Iran Intellectual Property Office and
United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO).
Have the instruments proved to
be effective so far?
A: The myolysis technique is an
approved method which has been under
research from late 1980s up to now.
The specialists are still developing the
method in many scientific centers in the
world. The method has been approved
by many scientists by running numerous
clinical tests. Our inventions comprises
special tools for easing and accelerating
myolysis procedure. Nowadays myolysis
is being performed by laparotomy and
endoscopic techniques. Of course there
are some reports indicating performing
that technique by transcervically and
transendometrially methods but as far as
I have investigated these methods are not
popular yet but definitely they will become
the best fitting alternative for both the
laparoscopic and the laparotomic methods.
Are there any similar invention in
other parts of the world?
A: As I mentioned before, there are some
reports indicating the use of transcervically
and transendometrially methods but as far
as I know those methods are not popular
yet nor are there any similar instruments in
the market. In the best case scenario, we
are competing against the most up to date
researches and anybody who gets to the
finish line first will become the winner! We
hope to be able to raise adequate fund as
soon as possible before it becomes too late.
Our instruments are unique because
there aren’t any similar ones abroad or in
Iran and these will be the minimally invasive
instruments for treating the fibroids.
You have registered your

LEARN ENGLISH
Turn left here!
A: Hurry up, get in!
B: I’m in, let’s go!
A: OK, make a left here...no wait, I meant make a right.
Come on speed up!
B: Geeze! What’s the rush?
A: Don’t worry about it, just drive. Oh, no, the light is about
to change... step on it!
B: Are you nuts? I’m not going to run a red light!
A: Whatever. Just turn right here. The freeway will be packed
at this hour.... let’s take a side street. Go on! Get out of our
way! Move, move!
B: What’s your problem? Geez. Having a fit is not going to help!
A: Here, I know a short cut... just go down here and we’ll cut
through Ashburn Heights. Let’s go, let’s go! Watch out for
that lady!
B: I’m going as fast as I can!
A: Yes! We made it. 5:58, just before the library closes.
B: You’re such a geek!
Key vocabulary
hurry up: move faster
make a left: turn left
speed up: go faster
rush: a situation in which you need to hurry
step on it: drive a lot faster
nuts: crazy
run a red light: to drive quickly through a red traffic light
instead of stopping
packed: full, having lots of cars
side street: a street that is smaller than a main street, but is
often connected to it
have a fit: get very angry
short cut: a quicker and more direct way of getting
somewhere than the usual one
cut through: quickly go past or though something that blocks you
watch out: used to tell someone to be careful
geek: a person who is single-minded or accomplished in
scientific or technical pursuits but is felt to be socially inept
Supplementary vocabulary
road rage: be very angry at other drivers while driving
back street: small street that is away from the main streets
U-turn: a 180 degree turn in the car
to back up: to move backwards, the opposite of go forwards
to pass: to drive past another car on the road to pass a car
on the road
to park: to stop the car and turn off the engine
(Source: irlanguage.com)
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inventions at United States Patent and
Trademark Office. How can this be
helpful?
A: We applied for the patents in the
United States for many reasons. Firstly
the fibroids are %70 prevalent among the
black women while its prevalence is about
%30 in white women. Annually 200,000
hysterectomies are performed mainly due
to fibroids in the U.S.! It’s a shame that
such a huge number of hysterectomies
are being performed in a country with
a population of 300 million, so the U.S.
will be the foremost country needing our
surgical instruments as the best alternative
for hysterectomies!
Secondly the U.S patent office is
a leading organization in protecting
intellectual properties and all credible
patent offices worldwide conduct overall
searches in their database and refer to U.S
patent office issued patents. So applying
for a patent in the U.S patent office will
guarantee your rights to the invention
almost internationally. A real problem
regarding Iran’s Intellectual Properties Office
is that their documents and databases are
published and issued in Persian so that
foreign countries do not conduct patent
searches in Iran’s patent database which
might lead to infringement of Iranians right
to their inventions on international scale. It
is not too late for other Iranian inventors to
apply for patent in the U.S. even if they had
formerly applied for the Iranian patent.
Have you managed to attract any
sponsor so far?
A: We have started looking for a
sponsor since November and currently we
are negotiating with some sponsors, banks
and governmental organizations to finance
our research and commercialize our
instruments. We Hope to be able to raise
sufficient fund soon before it gets too late
to complete our mission. We believe that
women deserve this to restore their health
and preserving their uterine.
How hard is it to apply for a patent
in Iran?
A: Fortunately applying for a patent
in Iran is a straightforward and coherent
process. The process is being done
accurately and almost fast. But the main
challenge is the commercialization which is
totally complicating and difficult.
Our project needs both long term
scientific and financial aids and sponsoring.
Investors often seek quick-impact projects.

Instead of investing on a project which
might come to fruition in years they
can invest on a quick-impact project or
importing and exporting goods and gain
much more profit easily and in a shorter
amount of time without taking the risks of
investing on a project which may or may
not pay off.
In general start-ups are good idea for
commercialization, but if you conduct a
search you will see the most successful
start-ups are almost internet based services
rather than complicated or scientific
projects such as ours.
There are some governmental
organizations like ‘Nahad Riasat Jomhoori’
(a presidential institution) which offers
financial supports to the inventors with
marketing ideas. But there are still some
shortcomings and setbacks regarding the
process.
For one, unnecessary bureaucracy to
enter the system is pretty time-consuming.
Secondly they refer the inventors to the
banks to appeal for fund but the banks are
either facing budget deficit or they might
ask for some assets to pledge as collateral
for the loan. And lastly the government
may recognize the importance of the
projects, but the banking system might
dismiss the fact that how time is of an
essence for such projects.
On the other hand, as you know
China plays an important role in the
world’s manufacturing industries. They
manufacture almost everything and offer
them by cheap and competitive prices! Of
course this phenomenon has led to a wide
unemployment in the U.S as well as the
European countries and also our country.
Merchants and manufactures prefer to
buy the most affordable product instead
of manufacturing domestic products at a
higher price, therefore, they obviously grow
less inclined to invest on new and radical
ideas. Anyhow, commercialization is very
difficult and energy-consuming process.
In general, how supporting
inventions could help a country make
progress?
A: The answer to this question has
many aspects. The most apparent impact
an invention or an entrepreneurial venture
can exert upon a country is the economic
boom. Entrepreneurs can create job
opportunities for the people and fuel
economic growth.
Inventions can also promote social

welfare. Countries are divided into main
categories as developed and developing
or underdeveloped. In the underdeveloped
societies even if they need advanced
technologies, there is no place for
innovation, because they have to go
through a lot of hardship to obtain their
primary needs for surviving such as clean
water and hygiene. When all of the primary
requirements and needs of a society are
satisfied, they will enter into another phase
which is satisfaction of their secondary
needs including accessories to make life
easier which are offered by innovative
persons in various industries. One defining
characteristic of a developed country is to
support innovative works.
Additionally there is a direct relation
between introducing advanced technologies
and the cutting-edge scientific discoveries
and increased reasonable expectations in
developed countries. Naturally someone
who has experienced air travel cannot
use the old and traditional transportation
system. It is natural that they will tend for
using even more advanced systems such as
ultrasonic airplane transportation systems.
What happens if you do not
succeed in raising fund?
A: We have invented five surgical
devices which need to be developed,
tested, verified and certified by authorities
such as universities of medical sciences and
Ministry of Health. Completion of each of
phases might take about two years.
We have showcased the inventions in
many international exhibition, we have also
interviewed on TV and with newspapers,
magazines as well as websites. Additionally
we’ve invited international companies and
research centers to cooperate with us on
the project via e-mail.
In the meantime there might be some
people who adapt our idea without our
confirmation or permission and start to
develop it by adding or removing some
features to or from our invention and make
a totally different instrument which even we
might fail to recognize. The competition is
fierce and we must be swift to take chances
and leap at every opportunity to succeed.
We named our group “Mechatronism”
(like a mechanism which includes electronic
devices.) We are absolutely determined
and working hard day and night to get to a
reasonable result. We welcome any Iranian
or foreign investors, and research centers
to cooperate with us or invest on our
invention to develop Hysteroscopic and
minimally invasive myolysis systems.

Dr Farah Farzaneh (R) & Soroush Barmooz

ENGLISH IN USE
LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

 ﭘﺮﻭژﻩ ﺷﻬﺮﻯ ﺩﺭ ﺟﺎﻳﺰﻩ ﺟﻬﺎﻧﻰ200 ﺛﺒﺖ ﻧﺎﻡ ﺑﻴﺶ ﺍﺯ
ﺧﺸﺖ ﻃﻼﻳﻰ

Over 200 city management projects
submitted to World Golden Adobe award
Over 200 city management projects both from Iran and other countries worldwide
have been so far submitted to the Third World Golden Adobe award, the director
for international affairs of Tehran Municipality has said.
As coordinated by the United Nations Human Settlements Program, the Third
World Golden Adobe award ceremony for the best urban management projects
worldwide will be held in Tehran on October 31 concurrent with the World Cities
Day, Mehr news agency quoted Shahram Gilabadi as saying.
Some national and urban officials, students, faculties, researchers as well as
international bodies’ chairpersons will attend the event, Gilabadi noted.

 ﭘــﺮﻭژﻩ200 ﺭﺋﻴــﺲ ﻣﺮﻛــﺰ ﺍﺭﺗﺒﺎﻃــﺎﺕ ﻭ ﺍﻣﻮﺭﺑﻴــﻦ ﺍﻟﻤﻠــﻞ ﺷــﻬﺮﺩﺍﺭﻯ ﺗﻬــﺮﺍﻥ ﺍﺯ ﺛﺒــﺖ ﻧــﺎﻡ ﺑﻴــﺶ ﺍﺯ
،ﺷــﻬﺮﻯ ﺩﺍﺧﻠــﻰ ﻭ ﺧﺎﺭﺟــﻰ ﺩﺭ ﺳــﻮﻣﻴﻦ ﺩﻭﺭﻩ ﺟﺎﻳــﺰﻩ ﺟﻬﺎﻧــﻰ ﺧﺸــﺖ ﻃﻼﻳــﻰ ﺗﻬــﺮﺍﻥ ﺗﺎﻛﻨــﻮﻥ
.ﺧﺒــﺮ ﺩﺍﺩ
 ﺑﺮﺍﺳــﺎﺱ ﺗﻮﺍﻓﻘــﺎﺕ ﺍﻧﺠــﺎﻡ ﺷــﺪﻩ ﺑــﺎ: ﺷــﻬﺮﺍﻡ ﮔﻴــﻞ ﺁﺑــﺎﺩﻯ ﮔﻔــﺖ،ﺑــﻪ ﮔــﺰﺍﺭﺵ ﺧﺒﺮﮔــﺰﺍﺭﻯ ﻣﻬــﺮ
 ﺍﻛﺘﺒﺮ ﻫﺮﺳــﺎﻝ ﻫﻤﺰﻣــﺎﻥ ﺑــﺎ ﺭﻭﺯ ﺟﻬﺎﻧﻰ31  ﺩﺭ،ﺑﺮﻧﺎﻣــﻪ ﺍﺳــﻜﺎﻥ ﺑﺸــﺮ ﺳــﺎﺯﻣﺎﻥ ﻣﻠــﻞ ﻣﺘﺤــﺪ ﺩﺭ ﺍﻳــﺮﺍﻥ
. ﻫﻤﺎﻳــﺶ ﺟﺎﻳــﺰﻩ ﺟﻬﺎﻧــﻰ ﺧﺸــﺖ ﻃﻼﻳــﻰ ﺗﻬــﺮﺍﻥ ﺑﺮﮔــﺰﺍﺭ ﻣــﻰ ﺷــﻮﺩ،ﺷــﻬﺮﻫﺎ
 ﺭﻭﺳــﺎﻯ، ﺩﺭ ﺍﻳــﻦ ﻫﻤﺎﻳــﺶ ﺗﻌــﺪﺍﺩﻯ ﺍﺯ ﻣﻘﺎﻣــﺎﺕ ﻣﻠــﻰ ﻭ ﺷــﻬﺮﻯ:ﮔﻴــﻞ ﺁﺑــﺎﺩﻯ ﺧﺎﻃﺮﻧﺸــﺎﻥ ﻛــﺮﺩ
. ﻭ ﺩﺍﻧﺸــﺠﻮﻳﺎﻥ ﺣﻀــﻮﺭ ﺩﺍﺭﻧــﺪ، ﭘﮋﻭﻫﺸــﮕﺮﺍﻥ، ﺍﺳــﺘﺎﺩﺍﻥ ﺩﺍﻧﺸــﮕﺎﻩ،ﺳــﺎﺯﻣﺎﻥ ﻫــﺎﻯ ﺑﻴــﻦ ﺍﻟﻤﻠــﻞ

ENGLISH PROVERB

PHRASAL VERB

ENGLISH IDIOM

The early bird catches
the worm

Bunk off (something)

That’s the way the ball
bounces

Explanation: the person who takes the earliest
opportunity to do something will gain the advantage
over others
For example: Fred: What are you doing in the office
at 7:30 A.M.? Jane: The early bird catches the worm.

Meaning: to stay away from somewhere such
as school or to leave somewhere early without
permission; skive
For example: John and I used to bunk off school.

Explanation: you cannot control everything that
happens to you and should accept the bad things
that happen
For example: I was planning to have fun on my
vacation, but I’ve been sick the whole time. I guess
that’s the way the ball bounces.
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Leader
performs
funeral
prayers by
Rafsanjani’s
casket
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei performs funeral prayers at the body of Ayatollah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on
Tuesday at University of Tehran.(Photo: leader.ir)

At least two million and a half of people line streets and plazas across the route to bid farewell to
Rafsanjani. (Photo: ANA/ Abolfazl Mahrokh)

A man holds a photo of the late Rafsanjani. “Hashemin is alive,” reads the caption. (Photo: TehranTimes/
Asghar Khamseh)

Two young girls attending the procession are seen carrying photos of
Rafsanjani and the founder of the 1979 Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Ruholla Khomeni. (Photo: IRNA/ Mohammad Babaei)

Rafsanjani’s body is buried in the mausoleum of Imam Khomeini, the
founder of the Islamic Republic, in southern Tehran. (Photo: Tehran
Times/ Mohammad Moheimani)

Thousands of people arrive at the mausoleum of Imam Khomeini
to bid farewell to Rafsanjani. (Photo: Tehran Times/ Mohammad
Moheimani)

President Michael D. Higgins of Ireland attended Iran’s embassy in Dublin
signing a memorial guest book, expressing condolences on the passing of
Rafsanjani. (Photo: IRNA)

Afghanistan’s Chief Executive Oﬃcer Abdullah Abdullah visits Iran’s
embassy in Kabul and signs the memorial guest book, leaving a message
of condolence on the demise of Rafsanjani. (Photo: IRNA)

Syrian parliament speaker Hadiya Khalaf Abbas visited the Iranian
embassy in Syria, leaving a message of condolence in the memorial guest
book on the demise of Rafsanjani. (Photo: IRNA)
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The Best named at FIFA
Football Awards
Football’s annual celebration of its top performers entered
a new era this Monday evening in Zurich, with the inaugural
edition of The Best FIFA Football Awards™. The winners of
the prestigious individual awards as the best of the last 12
months are:
The Best FIFA Men’s Player 2016: Cristiano Ronaldo
The Best FIFA Women’s Player 2016: Carli Lloyd
The Best FIFA Men’s Coach 2016: Claudio Ranieri
The Best FIFA Women’s Coach 2016: Silvia Neid

Focus on the fans
Football fans are at the heart of FIFA’s new award show.
Not only did they take part in choosing the winners of
the individual awards for the first time ever, they also had
a recognition of their own. Borussia Dortmund and
Liverpool supporters were chosen by other football fans
from around the world and received the inaugural FIFA Fan
Award for their unified singing of ‹You’ll Never Walk Alone’
in memory of those involved in the Hillsborough disaster.
Public voting on FIFA.com also decided the most beautiful
goal of the season, with Mohd Faiz Subri taking the FIFA
Puskás Award 2016 trophy back home to Malaysia.
The team of the year
The votes from over 45,000 players around the world
decided the FIFA FIFPro World11, the football players’ own
selection of the dream team of 2016. Here is the line-up:
Goalkeeper: Manuel Neuer
Defenders: Dani Alves, Gerard Pique, Sergio Ramos,
Marcelo
Midfielders: Luka Modric, Toni Kroos, Andres Iniesta
Forwards: Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez, Cristiano Ronaldo
Paying tribute
Atlético Nacional were chosen by a panel of football
experts as the deserving recipients of the FIFA Fair Play
Award 2016. The Colombian club displayed humanity and
compassion in face of the tragic plane crash that befell
Chapecoense – the Brazilian club they were to face in the
final of the Copa Sudamericana, and to whom, they insisted
that the cup be given.
The evening also featured a homage to Alessandro Rosa
Vieira, known more popularly as the “king of futsal”, Falcão.
Following his retirement from the national team after the FIFA
Futsal World Cup Colombia 2016, the Brazilian legend was
lauded with the FIFA Award for an Outstanding Career.
The awards show was held at Zurich’s TPC studios and
presented by Eva Longoria and Marco Schreyl. It featured
performances by ‘vocal play’ pioneers Naturally 7 and
English singer-songwriter Julian Perretta.
Key statistics:
The individual winners of The Best FIFA Football
Awards 2016 were determined through a combined
voting process, in which 50% of the decision was based
on the votes of captains and head coaches from national
teams all around the globe. The other 50% was split
between an online public ballot of football fans and
votes by a select group of media representatives from all
around the world.
The Best FIFA Men’s Player 2016: Cristiano Ronaldo
Cristiano Ronaldo: 34.54% of total votes
Lionel Messi: 26.42% of total votes
Antoine Griezmann: 7.53% of total votes
The Best FIFA Women’s Player 2016: Carli Lloyd
Carli Lloyd: 20.68% of total votes
Marta: 16.60% of total votes
Melanie Behringer: 12.34% of total votes
The Best FIFA Men’s Coach 2016: Claudio Ranieri
Claudio Ranieri: 22.6% of total votes
Zinédine Zidane: 16.56% of total votes
Fernando Santos: 16.24% of total votes
The Best FIFA Women’s Coach 2016: Silvia Neid
Silvia Neid: 29.99% of total votes
Jill Ellis: 16.68% of total votes
Pia Sundhage: 16.47% of total votes
The voting procedure for each of the awards was
supervised and monitored by the independent observer
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Switzerland.
And the details from the awards decided by public
voting:
The FIFA Puskás Award 2016: Mohd Faiz Subri
Mohd Faiz Subri: 59.46% of total votes
Marlone: 22.86% of total votes
Daniuska Rodriguez: 10.01% of total votes
Others: 7.68% of total votes
FIFA Fan Award 2016: Borussia Dortmund and
Liverpool supporters
Borussia Dortmund and Liverpool supporters:
45.92% of total votes
Iceland supporters: 31.37% of total votes
ADO Den Haag supporters: 22.71% of total votes
(Source: FIFA)
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FIFA approve 48-team World
Cup finals in 2026
The 2026 World Cup finals will have 48 teams after the
FIFA president Gianni Infantino’s plan was accepted by
the sport’s governing body.
A vote to expand world football’s premier event by
16 teams from its traditional 32 was ratitfied at Tuesday’s
meeting of the FIFA Council in Zurich with Infantino
backing the plan for six groups of three, followed
by a 32-team knock-out, knowing it would boost his
prospects of re-election in 2019.
Infantino, elected last February to replace the
disgraced Sepp Blatter, pledged during his campaign to
enlarge the tournament - a promise designed especially
to appeal to the bulk of FIFA’s 211 member associations
that rarely or never qualify for World Cups.
Infantino’s original idea was to follow predecessor
Sepp Blatter’s preference for 40 teams.
But the two 40-team formats proposed by FIFA’s
experts - eight groups of five or 10 groups of four, both
followed by a 16-team knock-out - failed to attract much
support for a variety of reasons.
This led Infantino to leap to 48 teams, with his first
idea being a one-off play-off between 32 teams to
decide who should join 16 seeded teams in the current
eight-groups-of-four format.
That idea, however, was also panned, as it stretched
the tournament beyond its current 32 days and meant 16
teams would be travelling to an event for just one match.
Infantino appears to have got it right, though, with
his fourth attempt - 16 groups of three, followed by a
32-team knock-out.
The council meeting had all four of the proposed
expansion ideas on the table, as well as leaving the
tournament at 32 teams.
Infantino has repeatedly said his main motivation
for doing this is to give more nations a chance of
experiencing the joy of a World Cup, which will bolster
international football in developed markets and help its
growth in new ones.
As evidence of international football’s inspirational
qualities, Infantino has pointed to Costa Rica’s success
in 2014 and the Euro 2016 runs by Iceland and Wales.
But just in case this is not persuasive enough, FIFA
has conducted some internal research for the council’s
33 members that has been widely leaked.
This research suggests Infantino’s 48-team World
Cup could bring in £800million more in broadcasting,
commercial and match-day revenue than the 2018
World Cup in Russia, taking total profits to nearly
£3.5billion.
Only the German federation had gone public with
its concerns about the dilution in quality - many of
the key details are likely to be left to a later date and
more consultation.
These include Infantino’s proposed remedy to
avoid the risk of teams colluding in their third games
to eliminate the other member of the group - he has
suggested settling draws with penalty shoot-outs.
But by far the most contentious topic will be how these
16 extra slots are allocated among the six confederations,
with the African and Asian nations expecting significant
increases on their current four apiece.
European confederation UEFA, however, is desperate
to defend its position as the largest provider of World
Cup teams, even though its percentage of the finalists
will inevitably decrease.
Europe currently gets 13 slots and is understood to be
aiming for no fewer than 16 in the new format - a negotiation
that will be closely watched by the home nations.
The 2026 World Cup finals will have 48 teams after
the FIFA president Gianni Infantino’s plan was accepted
by the sport’s governing body.
A vote to expand world football’s premier event by
16 teams from its traditional 32 was ratitfied at Tuesday’s
meeting of the FIFA Council in Zurich with Infantino
backing the plan for six groups of three, followed
by a 32-team knock-out, knowing it would boost his
prospects of re-election in 2019.
Infantino, elected last February to replace the
disgraced Sepp Blatter, pledged during his campaign to
enlarge the tournament - a promise designed especially
to appeal to the bulk of FIFA’s 211 member associations
that rarely or never qualify for World Cups.
Infantino’s original idea was to follow predecessor
Sepp Blatter’s preference for 40 teams.
But the two 40-team formats proposed by FIFA’s
experts - eight groups of five or 10 groups of four, both
followed by a 16-team knock-out - failed to attract much
support for a variety of reasons.

History of World Cup overhauls
World Cup

Teams

Format
1 group of 4 and 3 groups of 3, with only top team
1930 Uruguay
13
progressing to semi-finals
1934 Italy
16
Straight knockout tournament
15 (although only 13
3 groups of 4 and 1 group of 3, with top side
1950 Brazil
took part)
progressing to final group of four
1954
4 groups of 4, but only 2 games in each group, with top
16
Switzerland
2 sides through to quarter-finals
4 groups of 4, this time with 3 games. Top 2 sides
1958 Sweden
16
through to quarter-finals
1974 West
4 groups of 4 but now followed with 2 groups of 4, the
16
Germany
2 top sides competing the final
6 groups of 4 followed by 4 groups of 3, the winner of
1982 Spain
24
each qualifying for the semi-finals
6 groups of 4, top 2 sides and 4 best 3rd-placed teams
1986 Mexico
24
qualifying for round of 16
8 groups of 4, top 2 sides progressing to knockout
1998 France
32
rounds
This led Infantino to leap to 48 teams, with his first
idea being a one-off play-off between 32 teams to
decide who should join 16 seeded teams in the current
eight-groups-of-four format.
That idea, however, was also panned, as it stretched
the tournament beyond its current 32 days and meant 16
teams would be travelling to an event for just one match.
Infantino appears to have got it right, though, with
his fourth attempt - 16 groups of three, followed by a
32-team knock-out.
The council meeting had all four of the proposed
expansion ideas on the table, as well as leaving the
tournament at 32 teams.
Infantino has repeatedly said his main motivation
for doing this is to give more nations a chance of
experiencing the joy of a World Cup, which will bolster
international football in developed markets and help its
growth in new ones.
As evidence of international football’s inspirational
qualities, Infantino has pointed to Costa Rica’s success
in 2014 and the Euro 2016 runs by Iceland and Wales.
But just in case this is not persuasive enough, FIFA
has conducted some internal research for the council’s
33 members that has been widely leaked.
This research suggests Infantino’s 48-team World
Cup could bring in £800million more in broadcasting,
commercial and match-day revenue than the 2018
World Cup in Russia, taking total profits to nearly
£3.5billion.
Only the German federation had gone public with
its concerns about the dilution in quality - many of
the key details are likely to be left to a later date and

more consultation.
These include Infantino’s proposed remedy to
avoid the risk of teams colluding in their third games
to eliminate the other member of the group - he has
suggested settling draws with penalty shoot-outs.
But by far the most contentious topic will be how these
16 extra slots are allocated among the six confederations,
with the African and Asian nations expecting significant
increases on their current four apiece.
European confederation UEFA, however, is desperate
to defend its position as the largest provider of World
Cup teams, even though its percentage of the finalists
will inevitably decrease.
Europe currently gets 13 slots and is understood
to be aiming for no fewer than 16 in the new format
- a negotiation that will be closely watched by the
home nations.
Where matters get more complicated, though, is in
the Americas, where two confederations, North and
Central America’s CONCACAF and South America’s
CONMEBOL, currently share seven guaranteed places
and two play-off slots with other regions.
That may increase to 12 guaranteed slots, six for
CONMEBOL’s 10 members, which will prompt many to
suggest the two confederations should be merged to
make qualification more of a contest.
The other major decision regarding 2026, who will
host the event, is not scheduled for consideration until
2020 with a bid featuring the United States, either on its
own or in conjunction with one or both of Canada and
Mexico, the overwhelming favorite.
(Source: Eurosport)

Heerenveen seal loan deal for Real Madrid wonderkid Odegaard
Heerenveen have confirmed that they have signed
Real Madrid youngster Martin Odegaard on loan until
the end of the season.
The 18-year-old will be unveiled by the Eredivisie
side on Tuesday morning, having moved to the Dutch
club in order to get more regular first team experience.
In May 2015, Odegaard became the youngest ever
player to play for Real Madrid, aged just 16-years and
157-days-old.
Despite that early breakthrough, he has failed to
hold down a regular spot in Zinedine Zidane’s squad,
and has found himself playing for the club’s secondstring Castilla side.
Odegaard’s prodigious talent has seen him
compared to some of the biggest names in world
football, including Barcelona star Lionel Messi.
However, former Norway international Jan Aage
Fjortoft felt that it was wrong to put too much pressure
on the teenager, and that he should be allowed time

to develop.
“Comparing Odegaard to Messi is nonsense from the

media. Messi is a player who can make the difference
and Martin can do the same, but any comparisons
should not be taken seriously,” Fjortoft told Goal.
“He should be able to develop gradually and one
step at a time. He has already shown that he is ready
to take on new challenges. “Martin does not feel any
extra pressure. Let’s compare his situation to that of
established stars like Bastian Schweinsteiger, Philipp
Lahm and Toni Kroos. They were all cheered by the
media at some stage and they are role models now.
“The footballer of the future does not only need
talent, but he should also work hard, be disciplined
and put in more effort than others. You have to follow
your goals and stay professional.”
Heerenveen are currently fourth in the Eredivisie
table at the mid-season break, sitting 13 points
behind leaders Feyenoord as they chase European
qualification.
(Source: Goal)
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Iran discovers fate at AFC
Beach Soccer Championship
S P O R T S Iran learned its opponents
d e s k on Tuesday when the AFC

Beach Soccer Championship’s official draw
took place in the Malaysian capital.
Iran has been pitted against Bahrain, China
PR, Malaysia and Afghanistan in Group A.
The competition will be held in Pantai
Batu Buruk, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia from
March 4 to 11.
Reigning champion Oman has been drawn
in Group B along with Lebanon, Uzbekistan,
and Thailand.
Japan, runner-up to Oman in 2015, is
looking to claim a third title following its wins
in 2009 and 2011, and has been draw in Group
C alongside 2007 and 2008 champion United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Iraq and Qatar.
Group A: IR Iran, Bahrain, China PR,
Malaysia, Afghanistan
Group B: Oman, Lebanon, Uzbekistan,
Thailand
Group C: Japan, UAE, Iraq, Qatar
The group winners and the best secondplaced team from the three groups will qualify
for the semi-final, the winners of which will
advance to the final.
The top three teams will fly the Asian flag
at the 2017 FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup in
the Bahamas which is scheduled to begin on
April 27.

Iran hockey crowned Croatian Indoor Cup champion
S P O R T S Iran hockey team celebrated a
d e s k glorious innings by lifting the Croatia

Indoor Cup 2017 following a 5-4 victory over the host
nation in the final.
The Iranians got off their campaign here with a
resounding 20-0 demolition of Slovenia in the opening
match, courtesy of a six-goal strike by Abbas Aroei, and
hat-tricks from Vahid Fathi, Hamid Noraniyan and team
captain Behdad Beiranvand.
They followed up with wins over Belarus (8-2), Croatia
(5-2) and Slovakia 11-0 in their last match. Iran topped the
table standings on 12 points while Croatia finished second
spot with nine points. The top two teams advanced to

the final of the event held in the town of Sveti Ivan Zelina,
which lies northeast of Croatia’s capital, Zagreb.
The Croatia Indoor Cup 2017 has pulled quite a reception
for indoor field hockey teams from Belarus, Croatia, and the
Islamic Republic of Iran, asiahockey.org reported.
The Iranian squad comprises of Behdad Biranvand,
Mohammad Asnaashari, Amir Aruei, Hamid Nouraniyan,
Mohsen Bohlouli, Sasan Hataminejad, Seyed Mohammad
Ghorayshi, Alireza Chezani Sharahi, Abbas Aruei, Behnam
Sa’di, Vahid Fathi, and Sajjad Mamizadeh.
The team is led by Esfandiar Safaei as the head
coach and is assisted by Masoud Bohlouli and
Abolfazl Yousefi.

Rapid Wien striker linked with Persepolis
S P O R T S Rapid Wien’s Spanish striker Tomi
d e s k Correa has been linked with a move

to Iranian league leaders Persepolis.
The 32-year old striker who has still six months left
on his contract with Rapid Wien is currently in Tehran
and has attended in Today’s Persepolis training session.
He has previously played for CD Tenerife, CD
Logrones and Tegueste in Spain before moving to
Austria. He played for SC Rheindorf Altach and SV
Grodig before signing for SK Rapid Wien in 2005 on a
two-year contract.

Correa has scored 43 goals and provided 21 assists
in 98 appearances in Austrian Bundesliga. He could be a
perfect solution to the lack of scoring in Persepolis as the
Reds are going to play in the Asian Champions League.
Persepolis has lost Omid Alishah and Ahmad
Norollahi to title rival Tractor Sazi due to their military
services but the signed Soroush Rafiei from the Tabrizbased club.
Branko Ivankovuic men, who nearly missed the IPL
title on goal difference last season, is currently at the top
with 32 points from 15 games.

Granatkin Memorial: Iran U18 loses to Zenit
U18
football
S P O R T S Iran
d e s k team started the 17th
edition of Valentin Granatkin Memorial
with a 2-1 loss to Zenit Petersburg U18
in Group D.
Boitsov scored in the 22nd minute
for Zenit but Younes Delfi equalized
the
q

match seven minutes later.
Kazakov scored the winner for the
Russian team in the 66th minute.
Moldova u18 and Slovenia U18
played out a goalless draw in the
group.
Iran has been scheduled to face

Slovenia on Wednesday and Moldova
on Friday.
The traditional International Youth
Football Tournament will be held
January 8-21, 2017 in Saint Petersburg
commemorating the first FIFA VicePresident Valentin Granatkin.

Iran’s Fajr Sepasi discovers rivals at
CISM World Cup

Soroush Rafiei joins Iran’s
Persepolis

Fajr Sepasi of Iran has been drawn with
teams from Germany and Algeria at
the 2017 International Military Sports
Council (CISM) World Cup.
Sixteen teams are taking part in this
championship, which are classified into
four groups.
Group A comprises Oman, Guinea,
Bahrain, and France, while Group B
include teams of Algeria, Germany, Iran,
and North Korea.
Group C has teams of Ireland, Mali,
Qatar, and USA, while Egypt, Poland,
Canada and Syria are in Group D.
The 2nd CISM Football World Cup
will be held from 13 to 29 January in
the city of Muscat, capital of Oman,
and bring together the following
countries: Oman, Guinea, Bahrain,
France, Algeria, Germany, the Islamic

Tractor Sazi international midfielder
Soroush Rafiei signed a contract with
Iranian popular team Persepolis on
Tuesday.
The
26-year-old
player
has
reportedly signed an 18 month contract
with Persian Gulf Professional League
club for an undisclosed fee.
He will wear the No. 7 shirt in
Persepolis which had previously been
retired in honor of club legend Ali
Parvin.
“Ever since I was a child, I dreamed
about playing for Persepolis. I am here
to help my team win Iran Professional
League. The Persepolis fans are the
main reason I joined the team,” Rafiei
said after joining his favorite team.
Persepolis currently sits top of IPL table
and is a favorite to qualify for the AFC

Republic of Iran, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Ireland,
Mali, Qatar, the USA, Egypt, Poland,
Canada and Syria.
(Source: Tasnim)
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Igor Kolakovic: Iran
Volleyball Team Could
Qualify for Olympics Semis
Former Serbia coach Igor Kolakovic believes that he can
steer Iranian volleyball team into Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games
semi-final.
The 51-year-old Montenegrin coach led Serbia at the
2006 FIVB Volleyball Men’s World Championship and 2014
FIVB Volleyball Men’s World Championship.
Kolakovic and Argentinean coach Carlos Javier Weber are
new candidates to take charge of the Iranian volleyball team.
Iran Volleyball Federation had previously negotiated
with Bulgarian coach Radostin Stoychev, former Italy coach
Mauro Berruto and Andrea
Anastasi.
The full text of the
interview is as follows:
You are a candidate
to take charge of the
Iranian volleyball team.
How and why did you get
interested in offer?
For years now the Iranian
federation has been raising
the level of organization and
ambition of their national
team and national league. It
would be a great honor for
me as well as a challenge to
work as a head coach of Iran’s national team.
What’s the secret behind Iran’s success during the
past years?
I think that the quality of the Iran’s national team is very
high. Today, the Iran is among the World’s finest, based on both
quality and potential. The Iranian league is getting stronger and
more interesting every year. There are a lot of foreign players
who raise the quality of the league, which allows the Iranian
players to develop more quickly and efficiently.
An important fact is that Iran is open to foreign players
and coaches in both national team and clubs, because
the exchange of experience and knowledge are important
factors for the development and increased the quality of the
Iranian players.
How was the performance of Slobodan Kovac in Iran?
I think that Slobodan Kovac did a very good job in Iran.
Iran also made its greatest success while Kovac was head
coach. They finished 4th in the FIVB World League and 6th in
the World Championship.
What do you want to achieve with Iran in Asia and
the world?
I said that Iran is among the World’s finest and I also think
that Iran can stay there. Iran is definitely the best team in Asia,
while there is a strong competition in the rest of the world,
but with devoted and serious work Iran should always have
the ambition to fight for a medal.
How do you feel about working in Asia?
The experiences of other coaches who worked in Asia were
very positive. The work and life conditions are optimal and the
culture of sports is at a very high level, therefore working in Asia
would be a great challenge for me, as well as a chance for an
Asian team to win a medal in a great competition.
Is it possible for the Iranian volleyball team to book
a place in the 2020 Olympic Games semis under guidance
of Kolakovic?
I already mentioned that I respect the quality of the
Iranian volleyball. Also, I am confident in my work because
of my experience and the results which I achieved with the
national team of Serbia (12 medals). I think four years will be
enough time to get the team on the level which will secure
the ambition and the quality necessary to play for the semifinal of the Games in Tokyo in 2020.
Have you talked to former Iran volleyball coaches
Kovac, Cvetkovic or Gajic after receiving an offer from
the Iranian federation?
The life and work experiences of Kovac, Cvetkovic and Gajic
in Iran was significant. If I am chosen to be the new coach of
Iran, I will surely consult them about their observations which
could be helpful for a quicker and better understanding of
the particularities of work and life in Iran.
(Source: Tasnim)

Uzbekistan’s Server
Djeparov linked with
Esteghlal move

Champions League group stage, where
the Reds have been drawn in Group D
along with Saudi Arabia giant Al Hilal and
Qatari powerhouse Al Rayyan.
(Source: Tasnim)

Iran to hold snow volleyball competition at Dizin resort
The Iranian Volleyball Federation is going to hold a
Snow Volleyball tournament for the first time at the
Dizin resort in the Alborz mountain range near Tehran.
The federation will hold the competition in association
with Austrian agency Chaka2 who has the privilege to
present the recent developments of Snow Volleyball.
Chaka 2 is the agency responsible for creating and
organizing the Snow Volleyball Tour.
Earlier on Sunday, a session was held by the Iranian
volleyball federation in a bid to study the plan to hold
the competition.
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The competition will coincide with the 38th triumph
anniversary of Iran’s Islamic Revolution on February 10
at the Dizin resort.
Snow volleyball first came to prominence in the town
of Wagrain, Austria in 2008.
Snow Volleyball is an exciting variation of the sport
which is rapidly attracting the attention of athletes, fans
and sponsors alike and reinforces the global appeal of
volleyball as a universally accessible sport that can be
played in both summer and winter environments.
(Source: Tasnim)

Uzbekistan attacking midfielder Server Djeparov has been
linked with a move to Iranian popular team Esteghlal in the
January transfer window.
The Blues are going to sign the 34-year-old player on loan
until the end of the Iran Professional League season.
Esteghlal will reportedly has to pay 800,000 euro for
signing the player.
Djeparov, who currently
plays
for
Lokomotiv
Tashkent, has won the Asian
Footballer of the Year award
twice, first in 2008 and the
other in 2011.
He started his professional
career with Uzbek football
club Navbahor Namangan in
2000, scoring 7 goals in 46
matches.
Djeparov
has
played
for Uzbekistan’s Pakhtakor
Tashkent and Bunyodkor, South
Korea’s FC Seoul, Seongnam
FC and Ulsan Hyundai and Al-Shabab FC of Saudi Arabia.
Server Djeparov has made 121 appearances for
Uzbekistan national football team and scored 25 goals.
(Source: Tasnim)
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Poem of the day

I N T E R N AT I O N A L D A I L Y

Thy messenger the breath of dawn, and mine
A stream of tears, since lover and beloved
Keep not their secret; through my verses shine,
Though other lays my flower’s grace have proved.
Hafez
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T TEHRAN — Iranian animator Maryam
k Kashkulinia has been invited to judge the

s

Annecy International Animation Film Festival.
“Not long ago, I was invited by Marcel Jean, the artistic
director of the festival, to be among the jury members of
the festival,” Kashkulinia told the Persian service of MNA on
Tuesday.
“The festival will be running from June 12 to 17 and I will
probably travel to France in late spring,” she added.
Kashkulinia said that she has participated in three previous
editions of the festival with three animations.
She also noted that art and cultural figure Mehdi
Masudshahi was also on the jury panel of the festival in the
year 1998.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Dusti to perform
at Italian music
festival
A
d
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T TEHRAN — Dusti ensemble
k will perform at the 7th Errichetta

Festival, which will be held in Rome from Jan. 13 to 15.
The prominent Iranian vocalist Mohammad
Motamedi will accompany the group at the event.
Motamedi is also scheduled to hold a workshop
on Iranian traditional music on the sidelines of the
festival in addition to his performance.
Iranian musician Reza Samani will also hold a
workshop on daf and tombak, two Iranian percussion
instruments.

“My Brother the
Robot” published in
Persian
C U L T U R E TEHRAN — A Persian translation
d e s k of “My Brother the Robot” from the

House of Robots series by authors James Patterson
and Chris Grabenstein has been published in Tehran.
Published by Porteqal Publications, the book has
been translated into Persian by Mitra Amiri.
In this new highly-illustrated series, an extraordinary
robot signs up for an ordinary fifth grade class.
“It was never easy for Sammy Hayes-Rodriguez to
fit in, so he’s dreading the day when his genius mom
insists he bring her newest invention to school: a
walking, talking robot he calls E—for “Error”. Sammy’s
no stranger to robots—his house is full of a colorful
cast of them. But this one not only thinks it’s Sammy’s
brother...it’s actually even nerdier than Sammy,” reads
part of the book.
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Iranian cineastes on
Dhaka festival jury

Maryam Kashkulinia
on jury of Annecy
animation festival
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T TEHRAN
—
Actors
Levon
k Haftvan and Mahtab Keramati

and film expert Amir Esfandiari, all from Iran,
have been selected for the jur y of the 15th Dhaka
International Film Festival (DIFF), which will open
in the Bangladeshi capital tomorrow.
Sharofat Arabova from Tajikistan, Anne
Christine Girardot from France, Lia Beltrami from
Italy, Bernadette Schramm from England and
Chang Seok Yong from South Korea are also on
the panel.
A lineup of over 20 Iranian movies will go on
screen in the various sections of the festival, which
will run until Jan. 20.
The festival also plans to pay tribute to worldrenowned Iranian filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami by
screening some of his films.

This combination photo shows Levon Haftvan (L), Mahtab Keramati (C) and Amir Esfandiari.

Ayatollah Hashemi: man of politics, man of letters
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T TEHRAN — Iran’s ex-president
k Ayatollah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani,

who died of a heart attack last Sunday, was an old hand
at writing.
As a founding father of the Islamic Revolution, he left
behind a rich legacy of writings, many of which can be used
as reliable sources of information for scholars.
He wrote “Hashemi’s Diary” in 14 volumes, in which he
chronicled major events that occurred before and after the
victory of the revolution.
The first volume “The Period of Struggle” covers his life
from birth in 1934 to his political activities until the victory
of the revolution in 1979. This book was published in two
volumes, one of which contains documents about his
imprisonment for political activities against Mohammad
Reza Shah.
“Revolution and Victory” recounts events that happened
in 1979 and 1980, and in the third book “The Revolution in
Crisis”, Hashemi discussed some incidents, including chain
assassinations of leading revolutionaries and the start of
the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, which began challenging the
fledgling revolution from 1980 onward.
Policies that were made to take the revolution out of the
PICTURE OF THE DAY

crisis are analyzed in “Transition from the Crisis”.
The series went on with “Post-Crisis”, “Peace and
Challenge”, “Toward the Fate”, “Hopes and Worries”, “The
Peak of the Defense”, “The Defense and Politics”, “The
End of the Defense, the Beginning of Reconstruction” and
“Reconstruction and Construction”.
The last two books “Days of Resistance” and
“Construction and Efflorescence” came in 2014.
However, supplementary information was added to
some books of the collection.
Hashemi was also the subject of a long list of publications.
A highlight of the list “Hashemi without Retouch”
published in 2014. It is a transcript of a long interview with
Hashemi by Sadeq Zibakalam, a political science professor
at the University of Tehran, and his student Fereshteh Sadat
Ettefaqfar.
Hashemi talked about the ups and downs of his life
during the interview that was published in a 315-page
book.
An unknown cleric named Reza Sanati also wrote
“Hashemi in 2009” published by Salman Farsi Publishing
Company in 2014. The book studies Hashemi’s stance
on Iran’s official policy towards the post-election unrest in

Ayatollah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani speaks after unveiling “A Narrative
of the Life of Ayatollah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani” at the Expediency
Council in Tehran on May 1, 2016. Jafar Shiralinia is the writer of
the book.
(ISNA/Mehdi Qasemi)

2009.
“A Narrative of the Life of Ayatollah Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani” by Jafar Shiralinia was also published in last
April. Hashemi attended an unveiling ceremony for the
book at the Expediency Council in Tehran in May.

Honaronline/Mehrdad Motejalli

Fajr music
festival
postponed
A
d

WHAT’S IN ART GALLERIES
Drawing
A collection of drawings by Mona Ommatali is
currently underway at O Gallery.
The exhibition named “Untitled”
runs until Jan. 17 at the gallery
located at 44 Khosro Alley, off Ostad
Nejatollahi St.
Mehrva Gallery will showcase drawings by Sogol
Javaheri, Hoda Dorudian, Hura
Soleimani, Nazgol Fadai and Zahra
Yazdaninia in an exhibition entitled
“Vis-a-Vis” from Jan. 13 to 23.
The gallery located at 38 South
Aban St. off Karim Khan Ave.
Painting
Paintings by Faezeh Baharlu are on display at
Atbin Gallery.
The exhibition will be running
until Jan. 17 at the gallery that
can be found at 42 Khakzad Alley,
Parkway Intersection, off Vali-e Asr
Ave.
Print
An exhibition of prints by Mohammad Alizadeh
is underway at Knack Gallery.
The exhibit entitled “Visage” will
run until Jan. 19 at the gallery located
at No. 7, Sina Alley, Takharestan St.,
Zafar Ave.
Multimedia
Vista gallery is playing host to an exhibition of
paintings and performance art by
Setareh Hosseini.
The exhibition named “Till This
Way” runs until Jan. 16 at the gallery
located at No. 11, 12th Alley, Mir
Emad St.

A troupe led by director Atila Pesyani performs “Diabolic: Romeo and Juliet” at Samandarian Theater in Tehran on Jan. 8, 2017. Mohammad Charmshir
is the writer of the play penned based on William Shakespeare’s tragedy “Romeo and Juliet”.

“La La Land” wins big at Golden
Globes, Meryl Streep gets political
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. (Reuters)
— “La La Land” danced off with seven
Golden Globes on Sunday on a night
marked by upsets and a stinging
indictment of U.S. President-elect
Donald Trump by Hollywood favorite
Meryl Streep.
“La La Land”, a romantic musical
about a struggling actress and a jazz
pianist trying to make it in Hollywood,
took home Globes for best comedy/
musical and for its stars Ryan Gosling
and Emma Stone, as well as for
director Damien Chazelle, screenplay,
score and original song.
But the evening’s most dramatic
moments came from 67-year-old
Streep, the most respected actress of
her generation, while accepting her
lifetime achievement award.
Although
the
three-time
Oscar winner never mentioned

Trump’s name, she said the most
heartbreaking performance of the
year came “when the person asking
to sit in the most respected seat in
our country imitated a disabled
reporter.”
“I still can’t get it out of my head
because it wasn’t in a movie. It was
real life,” Streep said.
Streep wasn’t the only celebrity
to get political at the Globes. Firsttime host Jimmy Fallon opened the
three-hour ceremony by calling the
awards show “one of the few places
left where America still honors the
popular vote” - a dig at Trump’s
victory despite losing the popular
vote to Hillary Clinton.
The night belonged to “La La
Land”, whose seven wins set a new
record for the most Golden Globes
by a single movie.

R
e

s

T TEHRAN
— The
k 32nd Fajr International

Music Festival, which was scheduled
to open today, has been postponed
until Friday following the death of expresident Ayatollah Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani.
Hashemi who was the chairman of
the Expediency Council died of a heart
attack at the age of 82 on Sunday
evening at a Tehran hospital.
The music festival will be held with
a few changes in its schedule, the
organizers have announced in a press
release on Monday.
Based on the new schedule, Tehran’s
Milad Tower will be hosting a few more
concerts, while several performances
have been mixed and one performance
has been canceled.
Those
individuals
who
have
purchased tickets in advance are asked
to follow the new schedule of the
festival, which will end on Jan. 20.

Jolie, Pitt to use private judge
in divorce: media
NEW YORK (Reuters) — Actress
Angelina Jolie and actor Brad Pitt, one
of Hollywood’s most glamorous and
powerful couples, will use a private
judge to keep their divorce out of the
view of the public, the couple said in a
statement to CNN on Monday.
Jolie and Pitt reached an agreement
to keep all divorce documents and
proceedings under seal in order to
“preserve the privacy rights of their
children and family,” the couple said in a
joint statement.
Attorneys for Jolie and Pitt were not
immediately available for comment to
Reuters.
The Oscar-winning actress filed for
divorce in September in Los Angeles
Superior Court, citing irreconcilable
differences, court documents showed.
The split came suddenly, following an
incident on a private plane in which Pitt

was reported to have lost his temper in
front of one or more of their six children.
Jolie sought full physical custody
of the couple’s children, with visitation
rights for Pitt, but did not seek spousal
support. Jolie cited their separation date
as Sept. 15.
Jolie and Pitt, known collectively
as “Brangelina,” were one of the
entertainment world’s most visible
couples, thanks to their good looks,
successful films and activism. They
married in 2014 after a decade together.
In November, Pitt was cleared of
child abuse allegations and applied for
shared custody of his children.
The joint statement comes a
month after a judge denied Pitt
an emergency hearing in which he
sought to have all documents and
proceedings regarding the divorce
sealed, according to CNN.

