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1 Tehran derby is the biggest
7’| game of Iran football, says
Branko Ivankovic i

Leader expects Sweden
o implement deals

. TEHRAN — Pres-

sk ident Hassan Rou-
hani sa|d on Saturday said on Saturday
that there is a good opportunity for
Iran and the European Union to ex-
pand economic ties.

Rouhani made the remarks during
a joint press conference with Swedish
Prime Minister Stefan Lofven who ar-
rived in Tehran on Saturday at the of
business delegation.

“Today, there is a good situation
for Iran and the European Union, es-
pecially Sweden, to expand economic
relations,” Rouhani noted

The president also said Iran attach-
es great importance to relations with
Sweden and called for closer banking
ties with the country.

Rouhani said, “The Swedish prime
minister’s visit along with a high ranking
delegation indicates the two countries’
determination to expand relations and
reduce tension in the region and boost
international peace and stability”

Sweden, as a member state to the
EU and non-permanent member to
the UN Security Council, is important
for Iran, he added.

He also said that Sweden has al-
ways adopted a “moderate” position
toward Iran, even on Tehran's nuclear

program.

@leader.ir

Iran, Russia,
Turkey to hold
new Syrian talks in
Astana next week

Kazakhstan:
Delegations of
Syrian gov't, rebels
invited to Astana
meetings

Iran, Russia and Turkey will hold a fresh
round of talks in Kazakhstan's capital of As-
tana next week to discuss ways to solve the
Syrian crisis, Russian Foreign Ministry says.

“The preparations are underway,
we assume that the meeting in Astana
will take place on February 15-16," Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry’s spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova told a press briefing.

She added the scheduled meeting in As-
tana is part of measures aimed at finding a
diplomatic resolution to the crisis in Syria.

‘It is a part of efforts, joint efforts
aimed at the settlement of the political
crisis,” Zakharova said.

Meanwhile, the Kazakh Foreign
Ministry said on Saturday that delega-
tions from the Syrian government and
rebels along with United Nations Syria
envoy Staffan de Mistura have been
invited to attend meetings on the Syria
crisis in Kazakhstan's capital of Astana
on February 15-16.

The implementation of the ceasefire
regime in Syria, measures to stabilize
situation in particular areas, adoption
of rules for a joint operational group,
and agreeing further measures to con-
solidate the ceasefire regime will be
discussed at the meetings, the ministry
said, Reuters reported.

On January 23-24, Astana hosted
Syrian talks organized by Iran, Russia
and Turkey, with the presence of rep-
resentatives of the Syrian government
and opposition groups.

At the end of the talks, Tehran,
Moscow and Ankara agreed on the es-
tablishment of a trilateral mechanism
to support the ceasefire in Damascus.

The trio stressed that there was no
military solution to the Syria conflict
and it can be only resolved through a
political process based on full imple-
mentation of the United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 2254.
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Fitch says Trump administration risk to global economy - that’s why he was elected

The ratings agency, Fitch, has released a
strongly worded (for this part of the markets it's
strongly worded) report laying out the risks that
Donald Trump's administration poses to parts of
the global economy. What they say all seems
reasonable enough too, | wouldn't particularly
argue in any major sense with any part of their
analysis. However, the bit that's not being point-
ed out is that Trump’s base has elected him to
do exactly these things being pointed out. They
may not actually like the results of such actions-
-they're likely to make all poorer--but this is
what they wanted someone to be doing.

For the major point being made here is
that the Trump administration is likely to
shake up said global economy and more
specifically the manner in which the various
nations states interact with each other. Well,

yes, that's the platform he ran on and what
his voters, at least in part, voted for:

The Trump administration represents a
risk to the international economy and global
government creditworthiness, according to
an unusually sharply worded report by Fitch,
one of the leading credit rating agencies.

An extremely important point to note
here. This is about sovereign credit ratings--
about government borrowing. So what is be-

The Trump
administration
represents a risk to the
international economy
and global government
creditworthiness.

ing talked about is what changes will Trump
policies make to other governments being
able to repay, and thus borrow.

Donald Trump's promise of a “phenom-
enal” tax plan to be unveiled soon has sent
most markets higher for the second day, out-
weighing any worries from Fitch's assessment
of the US president as a risk to the global
economy.

It's not, therefore, quite the same thing as a
risk to the global economy. Governments and
their ability to borrow are interesting, even im-
portant, but they are not the global economy
as a whole:

Donald Trumps presidency poses a risk to
global economic conditions and global sover-
eign credit fundamentals. This was revealed by
Fitch Ratings in a report published on Friday (10
February).

Iranian army equipped with latest technologies: official

Iranian Deputy Defense Minister Brigadier
General Amir Hatami highlighted the coun-
try’s military capabilities and said the Armed
Forces have been equipped with state-of-
the-art technologies in defense fields, Tasnim
reported on Saturday.

The Islamic Republic of Iran has managed
to create effective deterrence against ene-
mies at a very low cost through reliance upon
the capabilities of domestic experts, General
Hatami said in a speech on Saturday.

The Defense Ministry has created a very
strong barrier against enemies “by equip-

ping the Armed Forces with the latest and
most-advanced defense technologies’, he
said.

Iranian military experts and technicians
have in recent years made great headways in
manufacturing a broad range of indigenous
equipment, making the armed forces self-suf-
ficient in the arms sphere.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the command-
er commended the Iranian people’'s massive
participation in the Friday rallies marking the
anniversary of the 1979 Islamic Revolution
and said the people once again proved their
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steadfast commitment to the revolution’s
causes.

Iranians took to the streets on Friday for
nationwide rallies marking the 38th anniver-
sary of the victory of the Islamic Revolution.

People in capital Tehran, more than 1,000
other cities and towns, and 4,000 villages at-
tended the rallies with flags of Iran and ban-
ners in support of the Islamic Republic.

In the capital, enthusiastic demonstrators
marched across 10 main routes to reach the
Azadi (Liberty) Square to cherish the memory
of the Islamic Revolution victory.

VP opens
Science Park
in Amirkabir

University

The first vice president (center) vis-
ited various parts of the newly es-
tablished Science Park at Amirkabir
University of Technology (AUT) on
Saturday.

Es'hag Jahangiri also stepped in
the university's technology research
centers, incubators, the central lab-
oratory as well as knowledge based
companies.

Nikon Plaza Ginza
displays photos of Iranian
deserts 13

Loading,
unloading at
Iranian ports

up 9.4% in
10 months

TEHRAN — More

e s Kk than 118.87 million
tons of goods were loaded and un-
loaded at ports of Iran during the first
10 months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March 20, 2016- January 19,
2017), an increase of 9.4 percent year
on year.

Non-oil goods accounted for 79.95
million tons of the loading and un-
loading operations, according to a
report released by the Ports and Mari-
time Organization of Iran (PMO).

The organization has it on the
agenda to increase the current 209
million-ton capacity of the country’s
trade ports to 217 million tons, IRNA
quoted PMO’'s Managing Director
Mohammad Saeednejad as saying in
October 2076.

According to Saeednejad, PMO
also aims to increase the container ca-
pacity of Iran’s trade ports from 4.86
million to 5 million TEUs (Twenty-foot
Equivalent Unit) by the end of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (March 20,
2017).

The official also underscored in-
vestment, implementation and man-
agement projects related to the con-
tainer terminals of Shahid Rajaee port
in south of Iran as vital for the organ-
ization.
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A new security
order needed in the
Persian Gulf

l ate last year in Manama, Bah-
rain, British Prime Minister The-
resa May assured Persian Gulf

oil monarchies that the United King-

dom’s anti-Iran posture would remain
unchanged under her leadership.

Iranian "influence fuels instability
in the region,” she told the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC)'s 37thLead-
ers Summit, adding, "l am clear-eyed
about the threat that Iran poses to
the Gulf and the wider Middle East”
She committed the UK to “"working
with you to counter that threat” and
“push back against Iran's aggressive
regional actions, whether in Leba-
non, Irag, Yemen, Syria or in the Gulf
itself”

May reiterated this “blame Iran for
everything” narrative during her recent
visit to Washington, DC, in a speech
to Republican Congress members.
“Iran’s malign influence in the Middle
East” would be countered, she insist-
ed. "This is a priority for the UK too as
we support our allies in the Gulf States
to push back against Iran’s aggressive
efforts to build an arc of influence from
Tehran through to the Mediterranean”

Furthermore, she declared that
the United States and Britain would
triumph together in a clash of civili-
zations "by proving that open, liberal,
democratic societies will always defeat
those that are closed, coercive, and
cruel”

Shortly after her visit, Donald Trump
signed an executive order banning
visa and green card holders from sev-
en Muslim-majority nations, including
Iran, from entering the United States.
Conspicuously absent from the list of
affected countries? The monarchies
of the Arabian Peninsula. Of course,
no Iranian has ever been convicted of
committing an act of terrorism in the
United States, as opposed to several
Saudi citizens, despite the Trump ad-
ministration referring to the order as
an anti-terror bill.
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Intelligence
minister says 8
terrorists arrested

v A near Tehran

. TEHRAN — Iranian intelligence
s minister confirmed on Saturday
that e\ght takﬁr| terrorists had been arrested during an
operation near Tehran, Tasnim news agency reported.
The prosecutor general said on Friday that said a
number of terrorists had been detained near Tehran
prior to the days marking the anniversary of the
Islamic Revolution.

Alavi further said security forces managed to
uncover the conspiracy aimed at disrupting the
ceremonies marking the revolution’s anniversary.

He also said all of the arrested individuals were
non-Iranian nationals, adding they were arrested in
an operation that lasted 6 days.

L 7 _ Iran’s ties with
€% neighbors based on
respect: diplomat

. TEHRAN — Tehrans consul
S k general in Dubai has said that

Iran’s re\amons with its neighbors have been rooted in
respect and mutual trust, ISNA reported on Saturday.
During a ceremony on Friday marking the 38th
anniversary of the Islamic Republic in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates, Alireza Bahrami said Iran’s consulate in
Dubai will do everything in its power to pave the way for
closer relations between the two neighboring countries.

ﬂ Kuwaiti Emir
@ﬂ congratulates
Rouhani on revolution

] annlversary

. TEHRAN — The Emir of Kuwait

e s k on Saturday congratulated the
Iranian president on the anniversary of Iran’s 1979
Islamic Revolution.

In his message, Sheikh Sabah Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah wished good health for President Rouhani and
success for the Islamic Republic of Iran, IRNA reported.

In separate messages, Kuwaiti Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf al-Ahmad Al Sabah and Prime Minister
Jaber al-Mubarak al-Hamad al-Sabah, congratulated
Rouhani on the auspicious occasion.

Iranians held nationwide rallies on Friday to
celebrate the 38th anniversary of the revolution by
pouring into streets throughout the country.

Vice president says
unemployment
' main issue

. TEHRAN — Vice President Es'haq

sk Jahangiri said on Saturday that
Iran’s most important issue is unemployment, Fars
news agency reported.

“Studies show that the number of jobs created
over the last 30 years has been limited," Jahangiri
said, adding that the country needs to attract more
investment to create new employment opportunities.

He further said that youth unemployment, especially
among university graduates, is even more important
"because based on forecasts, we will have more than 1
million graduates seeking jobs in the country!

Pakistan invites
Rouhani to ECO

meeting
. TEHRAN — Pakistani Premier
sk Nawaz Sharif has invited President

Rouham to attend the 13th meeting of the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) due to be held in
Pakistan, Tasnim news agency reported.

In a phone conversation on Friday evening, Sharif said
the Islamic Republic's presence in the meeting is very
important for promoting the status of the organization.

Rouhani, for his part, underlined Iran’s willingness
to boost its relations with neighboring Pakistan in
various political, economic and cultural fields.

“Iran and Pakistan have numerous opportunities
that should be seized to promote bilateral relations,”
Rouhani said.

‘Reformists will
play bigger role in
council elections’

. TEHRAN — A member of the

s k Combatant Clergy  Association
has sa|d reformists will get heavily involved in the
upcoming city council elections.

In an interview posted on the ISNA website on
Saturday, Abdolvahed Mousavi Lari said reformists have
concentrated their efforts on council elections and they
are likely to secure enough votes in most regions.

"Fortunately, the candidates and the reformist
movement are in good shape’ Mousavi Lari said.
"However," he added, “this will depend on the atmosphere
of [council] elections as well as presidential election”
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Situation ripe for Iran,
EU to cement ties: Rouhani

Swedish PM says Stockholm values ties with Iran

Rouhani said Iran and Sweden

enjoy great capacities to expand relations,
especially in areas of transportation,
environment, communications, and IT.

For his part, Lofven said Stockholm
greatly values relations with Iran.

Iran and Sweden signed five documents
of cooperation in areas of technology,
road construction, communications and IT,
research, and family and women’s affairs.

M ‘Iran, Sweden can cooperate for
nuclear safety

During a meeting between Iranian
and Swedish high ranking delegations,
Rouhani said that the two countries can

also expand cooperation in the area of

safety for nuclear facilities.

‘Iran and Sweden can cooperate in
various spheres, and Iran, as an industrial
and technological hub of the region, is ready
to manufacture joint products through joint
investment,” Rouhani suggested.

Elsewhere, Rouhani said the Zionist

Swedish PM Stefan Lofven(L) and President Rouhani talk to reporters in a joint press conference.

regime of Israel’s actions are “provocative”.
He added that the regime’s acts are the
main source of tension in the Middle East.

Rouhani also said establishing stability
and security in the region is the main
objective of Iran.

Iran has been helping countries in
countering terrorism upon requests by
central governments, he said.

Rouhani said that the first step in

fighting terrorism is eradicating the

ideology behind the phenomenon.
Addressing the joint meeting of the

two countries’ delegations, Lofven said

Sweden will continue his efforts in fight

terrorism in the Middle East region.

He also called Iran the “main regional
actor”.

He also said that Sweden welcomes
expansion of cooperation in various
spheres.

Sweden supports banking relations with

Iran, he added.

Leader expects Sweden to implement deals

TEHRAN — Lleader of the Islamic
Revolution  Ayatollah  Ali- Khamene
said on Saturday that Sweden is expected to implement
the agreements it signs with Iran and not just leave them
“on the paper”.

During a meeting with Swedish Prime Minister Stefan
Lofven in Tehran, the Leader also said that the Iranian
and Swedish people have “optimistic” views on each
other which can help expand relations.

The Leader also described the "educated, vibrant
youth” as the most important capacity of Iran.

various social layers.

council.

Pointing to the people’s participation at the rallies
held Friday on the 38th anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Khamenei said the anniversary is
a “real celebration” which is held by the people from

“The analysts who judge Iran from outside are unable
to understand this greatness,” he noted.

Commenting on Iran’s vote for Sweden’s membership
at the UN Security Council, he said efforts should be
made to stop the application of double standards at the

The people

Elsewhere, the Leader said interference by some major
powers is the major cause of crises in the Middle East region.

in the regional countries have pessimistic

view of the U.S. and some European powers because

for their role in the crises in Irag and Syria, the Leader

remarked.

in Syria and Ira

He said that supports for terrorism and war
mongering should be stopped in order to settle conflicts

g.

Lofven, for his part, described the Iranian youths as a

“valuable capital”.

‘Russian planes can use Iran’s sky
only to pound certain targets’

. TEHRAN — Iran

will not allow the
Ru55|an air force to use its air space for
conducting air strikes against terrorist
strongholds unless Tehran and Moscow
agree on a common decision on
"battlefield targets!

"Russia’s use of Iran's sky depends
on preliminaries being arranged and
joint decisions made on battlefield
targets in fighting terrorism,” said Ali
Shamkhani, secretary of the Supreme
National Security Council.

While  Tehran  had  previously
announced that cooperation with the
Russian air force was on the basis of
certain protocols signed, Shamkhani’s
remarks may implicitly indicate some
sort of divergence over bombing
targets in Syria.

“Probably, in saying so Iran wants
the Russian air force to launch air

strikes against strongholds it wishes to
target,” an expert familiar with the issue
who asked not to be identified told the
Tehran Times.

On a wider scope it may refer to
disagreement over classification of
terrorists, he added.

On August 16, 2016, Tu-22M3 long-
range bombers and Su-34 tactical
bombers took off from the Hamedan
airbase in western Iran and carried
out a concentrated airstrike on the
strongholds of the ISIS and Jabhat al-
Nusra terrorist groups in the provinces
of Aleppo, Deir ez-Zor and Idlib.

Iran had already opened its airspace
to Russian fighters as well as missiles
fired from its Caspian Sea flotilla in
October 2015, when four Russian
warships launched a total of 26 Kalibr
cruise missiles from the Caspian Sea,
pounding targets in Syria.

Mogherini says EU
implementation of
. EU foreign policy chief

e s k Federica Mogherini
said on Friday that the European Union
is committed to the full implementation
of the nuclear deal with Iran, and that she
came away reassured from her meetings
with U.S. officials that Washington shares
that commitment.

Speaking at the Atlantic Council,
Mogherini said she found ‘common
ground” with the Trump administration
on the deal.

‘1 heard from my interlocutors the
intention to make sure that the deal is
100 percent implemented,” he said.

"It is a clear European shared interest
to preserve the agreement,” she added.

The EU, she said, will monitor in a
“very strict manner” the implementation
of the deal “in its entirety, from all sides”

Iran and the 5+1 group - the United
States, Britain, France, China and Russia

committed to full
nuclear deal

plus Germany - finalized the text of the
Joint  Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) in Vienna in July 2015. The nuclear
agreement took effect in January 2016.

In a speech in March to a conference
of the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) in Washington Trump
claimed that his “number one priority is
to dismantle the disastrous deal with
Iran”. However, later he backed down
from his position saying it was difficult to
violate a deal which has been approved
by the UN Security Council.

Mogherini said on November 9 that
the JCPOA is a "multilateral agreement”
and that she is tasked to guarantee its full
implementation.

EU foreign ministers also issued a
statement on November 14 reiterating the
28-nation bloc’s “resolute” commitment
to the implementation of the nuclear
agreement.

Iran’s parliament set to review Riyadh ties

. TEHRAN — Iran’s
e sk National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee has announced that it will review Tehran’s

politics toward Saudi Arabia on Sunday.

"The session will look into our strategies toward
Saudi Arabia as well as Saudi Arabia’s stance on these
strategies,” Hossein Nagavi, the committee spokesman,
was quoted saying on Saturday.

"Where our current relationships stand and how we can
bring them closer’ Nagavi said of the session’s agenda.

Reportedly, foreign ministry officials will attend J
the meeting as well.

As archrivals, Tehran and Riyadh have had no
political relations for a litle more than a year after
Riyadh summoned its diplomats from Tehran in the
aftermath of attacks on its diplomatic missions in Iran

by angry mabs.

The storming came after Riyadh's execution of
Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr, an outspoken opponent of

parliamentary

M Mediatory efforts

Having said that, positive signs are emerging.

In January Iran confirmed it had received an official
letter from Saudi Arabia to attend the discussions due in
late February over the Hajj standoff.

Conciliatory efforts have been in place to rebuild
bilateral ties between Saudi Arabia, as the most powerful
of the Arab nations in the Persian Gulf region, and Iran.

Yet, no headway has been made yet.

The Kuwaiti

Welcoming
respond soon.

On Jan. 17, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said at
least 10 countries have offered mediation to lessen the
escalating feud.

Irag and Kuwait are two.

foreign minister visited Tehran on Jan. 25,

delivering a massage to Rouhani in a bit to bring about
a thawing in the frosty ties.

the initiative, Iran announced it would

International Tender Notice

Kermanshah Pishgaman Keshavarzi
Kowsar Company

Subject of Tender: Hydroponic Greenhouse

4 — 2 — Deadline for

business hour on Tuesday on Feb. 28, 2017.

PR C
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submitting the proposal is latest by the end of

the Saudi kingdom.

Bilateral ties had already run high for years over
a range of other political conflicts including the
Syrian crisis and the 2015 Hajj crush.

The two back opposing sides in Syria.

While Tehran unfailingly supports President
Bashar al-Assad as the president of Syria, Riyadh
insists that he should step down.

Prior to the recent Astana talks on the Syrian
conflict, Iranian Defense Minister Hossein Dehgan
said Riyadh should be barred from taking part in
the negotiations because of its stance on a Syria
without al-Assad.

Iran has also been demanding Riyadh pay
compensation to families of 464 Iranians who were
killed in the 2015 Mina stampede.

Ever since, Iran has placed a hold on Hajj
pilgrimages after rounds of negotiations which
failed to bear fruit.

Blaming Saudi Arabia for its “incompetence” to
run the Hajj ritual, Iran has asked for guarantees for
the security of its nationals. N

1- Name and Address of Tenderer Organization

Kermanshah Pishgaman Keshavarzi Kowsar Company,
addressed at: Unit 12, Qasr-e Shirin Complex No. 4, Golshan 16-
m, St., Chaleh Chaleh Crossroad, Kermanshah — IRAN

2- Subject of Tender

Supplying, manufacturing structure, installing and commissioning
hydroponic greenhouse for planting greenhouse products on a land
area as large as 250,000 square meter (25 ha), located at: Adjacent
to Emergency Airport, Km 5 of Ahvaz Road, Eslamabad-e Gharb,
Kermanshah Province, with the exclusive terms and conditions as
envisioned in the tender.

3- Type of Amount of Bid Bond Guarantee

Depositing 5% of proposed amount to the Acc. No. 815040834,
with Bank Keshavarzi, No-Bahar Branch, Coded 4795 and/or a
reliable bid bond guarantee issued in favor of tenderer

4- Time for Receiving Documents, Submitting Proposal and
Opening Proposals

4 — 1 — The deadline for purchasing document is latest by the end
of business hour on Saturday on Feb. 18, 2017.

4 — 3 — The deadline for investigating into the proposals is on
Saturday March 4, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. at the venue of Kowsar
Agriculture Investment Company at: No. 16, Alley No. 33, Khaled
Eslamboli Ave., Tehran

5- Purchasing Documents

If interested in participating in the tender, tenderers may deposit
the amount of 200,000 rials into the Ac. No. 815040834, with
Bank Keshavarzi, No-Bahar Branch, Coded 4795, in due date
(envisioned in Paragraph 4 -1 of this advertisement) and refer to
the company in order to receive the tender envelopes.

6- Ambiguous, illegible, conditional, scratched proposals which
lack legal bid bond deposit and also price proposals received after
the expiry date will not be considered.

7- The company will accept or reject any or all of the proposals.

8- Paying cost of evaluation and publication of advertisement
shall be borne by the winner of tender.

9- Other information and relevant details such as
prequalification of contractor has been mentioned in the
tender  documents. r
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Trump says he’s considering
‘brand new order’ on immigration

The United States President Donald
Trump says he is considering signing a
"orand new order” on immigration, fol-
lowing a court ruling that blocked his
executive order banning citizens of seven
Muslim countries from entering the Unit-
ed States.

Trump made the remarks aboard Air
Force One on his way to Florida, after his
administration suggested it would not
ask the Supreme Court to review a fed-
eral appeals court decision that keeps the
travel ban frozen.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit in San Francisco, California,
ruled on Thursday that a nationwide re-
straining order against the president’s
travel ban may continue while a federal
judge considers a lawsuit over the immi-
gration policy.

The Trump administration can appeal
to the Supreme Court to immediately in-
tervene, or wait until a ruling on the pre-
liminary injunction order.

But Trump told reporters on Friday,
"We also have a lot of other options, in-
cluding just filing a brand new order”

Asked if he is planning to issue a new
executive order, Trump said, "It very well
could be. We need speed for reasons of
security, so it very well could be”

He said that he might take action on
Monday or Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, Trump said that he
will introduce new measures as early
as next week to keep the country safe
against threats, indicating a new execu-
tive order is coming.

"We'll be doing something very rap-
idly having to do with additional secu-

rity for our country” Trump said during
a joint press conference with Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at the White
House. "You'll be seeing that sometime
next week!

"We'll be going forward and we'll be
doing things to continue to make our
country safe, he continued. "It will hap-
pen rapidly and we will not allow people
into our country who are looking to do
harm to our people!

Trump went on to say he is totally con-

Israel police likely to recommend

Israeli police is likely to recommend that
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu be
indicted over allegations that he has ac-
cepted bribes, a report says, as an inves-
tigation into the claims nears conclusion.

Israel's Channel 2 reported that police,
currently conducting the investigation,
will likely propose indictment against Ne-
tanyahu at the end of the probe in the
so-called Case 1000, which involves alle-
gations that the Israeli prime minister re-
ceived expensive gifts meant to influence
policy.

The police investigation in the case is
expected to close in the next four to six
weeks.

The Israeli premier has already been
questioned under caution three times in
Case 1000 and is expected to be grilled
once more before the inquiry concludes.

Netanyahu is accused of accepting
tens of thousands of dollars in gifts from
wealthy businessmen. He has denied any
wrongdoing.

M Fraudulent family

Recently, Australian billionaire James
Packer was summoned by police to tes-
tify about allegations that he gave lavish
gifts such as free hotel rooms and flights
to Netanyahu's son, Yair, who has also
been questioned by police.

Netanyahu and his family have faced
several corruption allegations over the

indictment against Netanyahu

past few years, and while multiple in-
vestigations have been opened into the
claims, Case 1000 is being treated as sep-
arate.

Investigators are also looking into al-
legations that the Israeli prime minister
accepted about 1.1 million dollars from
French tycoon Arnaud Mimran, who is
currently in jail for committing a large-
scale carbon-tax fraud.

Netanyahu's office  has admitted
that the he had received 40,000 dollars
in what it said were contributions from
Mimran back in 2001.

Additionally, Israeli police are con-
ducting an inquiry into whether the Net-
anyahu family received 100,000-150,000
dollars in gifts from Hollywood movie
producer Arnon Milchan.

On Friday, Israel's Channel 10 provid-
ed details on the questioning of Netan-
yahu's wife, Sara, over the Milchan case.

She has reportedly told investigators
that her husband had been busy and
thus unaware of the gifts received from
Milchan. She has further claimed that the
gifts were much less expensive than re-
ports indicated.

As the cases against Netanyahu and
his family proceed, including with the
prospect of an indictment, his political
standing looks increasingly susceptible.

(Source: Press TV)

fident that his administration will bring
what he called tremendous security for
the American people.

He once again warned that the U.S.
is facing serious threats and pledged to
push ahead with his plans.

Trump signed an executive order on
January 27 that imposed a temporary
travel ban on citizens from Iran, Iraq, Lib-
ya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen and
placed an indefinite ban on Syrian refu-
gees. The move also suspended admis-

sion of all refugees for 120 days.

But, days after District Court Judge
James Robart’s order lifted his adminis-
tration’s travel ban.

Robart's decision came after Washing-
ton state Attorney General Bob Ferguson
filed a lawsuit to invalidate key provisions
of Trump's executive order.

Robart questioned the Trump admin-
istration’s use of the September 11, 2001
terror attacks on the U.S. as a justification
for the travel ban. (Source: AP)

Over two-thirds of Yemenis food
insecure: UN agencies

Three United Nations agencies have
launched an emergency food aid appeal
to avert a humanitarian catastrophe in
war-torn Yemen as more than two-
thirds of Yemenis are struggling to feed
themselves under an incessant barrage
of bombs being dropped by Saudi war-
planes over the past two years.

The UN Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO), the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the
World Food Program (WFP) said in a
joint statement on Friday that the num-
ber of food insecure people in Yemen
had risen by three million during the
past seven months, reaching an esti-
mated 17.1 million people and exceed-
ing two-thirds of the entire population
of 27.4 million.

The trio, which conducted the as-
sessment in cooperation with the au-
thorities in Yemen, also warned about
the unprecedented levels of hunger
across the country, saying that about
7.3 million of the affected people were
considered to be in need of emergency
food assistance.

"The speed at which the situation
is deteriorating and the huge jump in
food insecure people is extremely wor-
rying,” cautioned FAO's representative
in Yemen, Salah Hajj Hassan.

According to the assessment, the
rates of acute malnutrition are found
to have crossed the “critical” threshold
in at least four provinces of Abyan, Hu-
daydah, Hadhramaut and Ta'izz, while
agricultural production, as the “main
source” of livelihood for the majority
of the population, is falling across the
country.

The acute malnutrition and the sac-
risty of food are particularly taking their
devastating toll on Yemeni children, as
Meritxell Relano, UNICEF's represent-
ative in Yemen, warned that if the se-
verely malnourished children were not

treated on time, they would "risk not
fulfilling their developmental poten-
tials”

WEFP Country Director Stephen An-
derson also raised the alarm, saying the
current level of hunger in the impov-
erished country was unprecedented,
“which is translating into severe hard-
ship and negative humanitarian conse-
quences for millions of Yemenis, par-
ticularly affecting vulnerable groups”

On Wednesday, the UN pleaded for
over two billion dollars in funds after
warning that the country’s entire pop-
ulation could be on the brink of famine.

Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency
announced that at least 34,000 Yem-
enis had been displaced amid the latest
escalation of fighting between Yemeni
forces and the Saudi-led troops along
Yemen's western coastline.

B UN urged to lift Saudi-im-
posed blockade

Also on Friday, the popular Ansarul-
lah (Houthi) movement called on the
UN to take action against the House of
Saud regime war machine.

“The United Nations should take
a serious stance against the foreign
aggression in Yemen and end the air
and naval blockade imposed by Saudi
Arabia,” the movement said in a letter
to UN Secretary General Antonio Gu-
terres.

Saudi Arabia has been engaged in
the deadly campaign since March 2015
in an attempt to reinstate Yemen’s re-
signed president, Abd Rabbuh Mansur
Hadi, a staunch ally of Riyadh, and un-
dermine the Ansarullah movement.

The Saudi regime war has so far
claimed the lives of at least 11,400
Yemenis, and taken a heavy toll on the
country’s facilities and infrastructure,
destroying many hospitals, schools,
and factories.

(Source: agencies)

Mogherini tells U.S. not to ‘interfere’ in European politics

The European Union’s foreign policy chief has called
on the administration of the United States President
Donald Trump not to “interfere” in the bloc’s internal

affairs.

Federica Mogherini made the call in Washington,
DC, on Friday, the last day of her first visit to the U.S.

since Trump took office on January 20.

“We do not interfere in U.S. politics... And Europe-
ans expect that America does not interfere in Europe-
an politics,” said the top EU diplomat, in an apparent

reaction to Trump's praise of Brexit.

A couple of days before taking office, Trump had
said that Brexit would be a ‘great thing” and that
Britain had been “so smart in getting out” of the EU.
The comments were perceived as provocative by the

bloc’s authorities at the time.

“The unity of the European Union, I believe, is more
evident today than it was some months ago. The UK
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will stay a member state of the European Union for
another two years at least... And it will not be able

- to negotiate any trade agreement bilaterally with any
third country,”
( Her remarks came as some media reports said that

Mogherini further said.

Trump might choose businessman Ted Malloch, known
. for ruffling feathers in the EU, as the next U.S. ambas-
. sador to the bloc. Last week, Malloch reportedly said
. that Brexit was an evident sign of the bloc’s ultimate
demise. Earlier, he had also reportedly compared the
EU with the Soviet Union, Washington's most implaca-
ble rival during the Cold War era.

The EU foreign policy chief, however, noted that
she had been told that "there is no decision taken
and no specific name considered at this point” about
Washington's next top diplomat in Brussels, stressing

. that the 28-member bloc would still remain the same
“for quite some months”
“The European Union is here to stay,” she added.

(Source: Euro News)
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CIA honors Saudi
crown prince with
‘George Tenet Medal’

The United States Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) has hon-
ored the House of Saud regime’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Nayef with its prestigious “George Tenet Medal” for his “intelli-
gence work in the fight against terrorism”

The medal was handed to Nayef, who is deputy prime minis-
ter and minister of interior, by CIA Director Micheal Pompeo on
Friday during a reception ceremony in Riyadh.

Deputy Crown Prince Muhammad Bin Salman, second dep-
uty premier and minister of defense, and several other senior
Saudi officials were also in attendance.

In a statement after receiving the medal, Nayef said he ap-
preciated the CIA honor and framed it as a recognition of what
he called Saudi Arabia’s anti-terrorism efforts under the direc-
tives of King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

“Saudi Arabia rejects and denounces strongly terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations,” the crown prince was quoted as
saying by the Saudi media.

“The kingdom has been keen to combat terrorism based on
its conviction that terrorism has no identity and no religion, and
from its belief that the terrorists are committing these acts stem-
ming from their deviant ideologies and evil thought,” he stated.

‘Al negative religious, political and social ideologies that use
religion as a tool throughout human history, do not reflect the
absolute truth about religion,” Nayef added.

This is while Saudi Arabia, the cradle of Wahhabism and
where it is widely preached and practiced, stands accused of
supporting terrorist groups creating chaos across the globe as
well as the Takfiri terrorists fighting the legitimate Syrian govern-
ment since 2011.

— Vs
The Islamic State in Irag and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) and
other Takfiri terrorist groups use the extremist ideology of Wah-
habism to declare people of other faiths as “infidels” and thus
to kill them.

In his statement, Nayef also underlined the importance of
the “strong and historic” U.S.-Saudi ties, saying the two sides
would not allow anything or anyone to come between the allies.

Relations between Washington and Riyadh strained last year
over congressional legislation seeking to make it easier for fami-
lies of the 9/11 victims to sue the House of Saud regime.

Fifteen of the 19 hijackers who allegedly carried out the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks came from Saudi Arabia and available
evidence suggests some of them were linked to high-ranking
Saudi officials.

Saudi Arabia has been engaged in a military cam-
paign against Yemen since March 2015 to reinstate the coun-
try's resigned President, Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, a staunch
ally of Riyadh, and undermine the Ansarullah (Houthi) move-
ment.

The Saudi regime war has killed more than 11,400 Yemenis,
and taken a heavy toll on the country’s facilities and infrastruc-
ture, destroying many hospitals, schools, and factories.

The Pentagon has been providing logistic and surveillance
support to the Saudi regime in the military aggression against
Yemen. Riyadh has purchased billions of dollars worth of Amer-
ican warplanes and other weaponry that it is using in Yemen.

B George Tenet

George John Tenet was the director of central intelligence
(DA for the United States Central Intelligence Agency as well
as a distinguished professor in the practice of diplomacy at
Georgetown University.

Tenet held the position as the DCI from July 1997 to July
2004, making him the second-longest-serving director in the
agency's history—behind Allen Welsh Dulles—as well as one
of the few DCIs to serve under two U.S. presidents of opposing
political parties. He played a key role in overseeing the intelli-
gence behind the Irag War. (Source: agencies)

Suicide bomber kills
seven, wounds 20 in
Afghan provincial capital

A suicide bomber killed seven people and wounded 20 oth-
ers outside a bank in the capital city of Afghanistan’s Helmand
province on Saturday, the governor’s office said on Saturday.

The bomber detonated an explosives-packed car next to
an Afghan army vehicle as soldiers arrived at a bank in Lashkar
Gah to collect their pay, the Helmand governor’s spokesman,
Omar Zwak, said.

Among the dead were four civilians and three soldiers. Six-
teen civilians and four soldiers were wounded, he said.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility but the Tali-
ban have seized large areas of Helmand and have often threat-
ened Lashkar Gah.

Hundreds of international troops are stationed in Helmand
as part of the NATO-led effort to train and support Afghan
security forces, which have struggled to contain a growing in-
surgency.

At least one American Special Forces soldier was wounded
in fighting there this week.

To the north of Lashkar Gah, a local official said that an
American military air strike killed a number of civilians in a re-
cent bombing in Sangin district.

The allegation has not been independently verified.

United States military spokesman Captain Bill Salvin said that
U.S. jets had conducted strikes in Sangin in the past few weeks.

While U.S. forces had “no evidence that civilians were killed
in these strikes”, Salvin said the command would investigate the
claims. (Source: Reuters)
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Govt. to grant up to
$992m to Agriculture
Bank of Iran

. TEHRAN — In a bid to rein-
sk force Agriculture Bank of Iran’s
fmancral resources the incumbent Iranian gov-
ernment plans to pay 38 trillion rials (about
$991.9 million) to this bank, IRNA quoted the
Iranian Agriculture Minister Mahmoud Hojjati.
As Hojjati said, Agriculture Bank will receive
the granted finance by the end of the current
Iranian year (March 20, 2017), which will help
the bank with providing Iranian farmers with
loans and removing production obstacles in the
country.

Bushehr port
. exports 33.5m tons

e
=

- of goods in 10
months

. TEHRAN — In the first ten
sk months of the current Irani-
an year (March 20, 2016- February 19, 2017)
33.58 million tons of goods were exported from
the southwestern Iranian port of Bushehr, IRNA
quoted an official in customs administration of
Bushehr province as saying.
As Behnam Norouzi said, the figure shows a
56 percent decrease in terms of weight and 21
percent decrease in terms of value.

IKCO cars to
enter CIS

OZENA]

. TEHRAN — The Iranian car-

maker Iran Khodro (IKCO) will
export six models of its manufactured cars to
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS),
IRNA reported.

As IKCO announced, receiving Russian EAC
license (EurAsian Conformity license), it will ex-
port Samand LX, Samand Soren ELX, Samand
Soren Turbo, Rana, Dena, and Peugeot 206 (SD)
to CIS countries benefiting from tax exemptions
from them.

Tehran to host
Iran Property Expo
in late Feb.

R[»QL E5TﬂTE AND PROPEFH

. TEHRAN — The 4th Interna-

sk tional Exhibition of Real Estate
and Property of Iran (Iran Property Expo) is set to
be held at the Tehran Permanent International Fair-
grounds on February 26-March 1, ISNA reported
on Saturday.

Participant companies from various countries
across the globe will attend the exposition, ac-
cording to the executive manager of the exhibition
Mahshid Monfared.

“Some 107 Iranian and 23 foreign companies
from Cyprus, Greece, France, Italy, Oman, Turkey,
Dubai, Georgia and Kyrgyzstan will take part in the
event," she said.

Iran Property Expo is a B2B event where foreign
exhibitors are not allowed to sell housing units di-
rectly but they can promote their own company
and make contact with the biggest real estates and
developers in the region.

Pakistan-Ilran trade on
upward trajectory
Pakistani Commerce Minister Khurram Dastgir has said bi-

lateral trade between Pakistan and Iran is on upward tra-
jectory.

5\

Pakistani Commerce Mlmster Khurram Dastgzr

Addressing a gathering in Islamabad to celebrate anni-
versary of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, he said the State
Bank of Pakistan and Central Bank of Iran have signed
an agreement for stable trade relation between the two
countries.

He said Pakistan and Iran have historical and cultural
relations and these relations are converting into mutual
trade partnership.

Speaking on the occasion, Iran's Ambassador to Paki-
stan Mehdi Honardoust said that Pak-Iran bilateral rela-
tions are growing in different fields.

He said development work on Iran-Pakistan gas pipe-
line and provision of electricity is underway on fast track.

(Source: Radio Pakistan)
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Sweden eyes long-term
economic co-op with Iran

. TEHRAN — Swedish
s K Minister for EU Affairs
and Trade Ann Linde said Swedish com-
panies are highly interested in Iran's mar-
ket and Sweden plans to have long-term
economic cooperation with the country.

According to IRIB, Linde made the
remarks in a joint meeting on Saturday
attended by Swedish entrepreneurs and
businessmen as well as senior officials
from Industrial Development and Reno-
vation Organization of Iran (IDRO).

In the meeting, the official noted that
representatives of renowned Swedish
companies including Ericsson, Volvo and
Scania are accompanying her to negotiate
business with their Iranian counterparts.

‘Automobile, railway, renewable ener-
gies and health are some potent areas for
mutual cooperation,” she said.

Further in her remarks, Linde noted
that before the imposition of Western
sanctions Iran was the biggest export

destination for Swedish commodities in
the Middle East.

“Lifting of the sanctions has present-
ed new opportunities for both sides and
the decision for opening our trade office
in Tehran indicates our determination for
long-term cooperation,” she added.

As for Iranian side, the Chairman of
the Board of the IDRO Mansour Moazami
said that Iran and Sweden’s economic co-
operation is expected to boost in various
areas especially in industrial and banking
sectors.

Linde is visiting Iran with a high-rank-
ing trade delegation headed by the
Swedish Prime Minister Stefan Lofven.

The two countries signed five mem-
orandums of understanding (MOUs) for
cooperation on technology, science and
research, transportation, communica-
tions and information technology (IT),
as well as women and family affairs on
Saturday.

Swedtsh Minister for EU Affairs and Trade Ann Linde (L) Chairman of the Board of
Industrial Development and Renovation Organization of Iran (IDRO) Mansour Moazami

Amazon discloses Iranian business ties

Amazon.com Inc. on Friday disclosed
Iranian business ties that may have vi-
olated U.S. sanctions, warning that it
may be penalized after a regulatory
review of the activities.

The company said in a regulatory
filing that from 2012 to 2016 it “pro-
cessed and delivered orders of con-

sumer products for certain individuals
and entities located outside Iran cov-
ered by the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act (ITRA).
Amazon said it reported the trans-
actions to the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment’s Office of Foreign Assets Control
and the Department of Commerce’s

Bureau of Industry and Security. The
world's biggest e-commerce retail-
er said it will cooperate with a review
by the agencies, and added that this
could result in "penalties,” according to
the filing.

Amazon said Friday it sold a varie-
ty of consumer products to individuals

and unspecified groups controlled or
owned by the Iranian government. The
goods ranged from apparel to soft-
ware to pet products and cost $50 to
about $2,400, according to the filing.
Amazon said it doesn't plan to sell to
these accounts in the future.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Oil revenues set to reach $45b-$50b in next fiscal: Zanganeh

. TEHRAN — Iranian oil

minister has said that
consrderrng or\ prices at $55 per barrels,
the country’s revenues from oil and gas
condensate exports will reach $45-$50
billion in the next Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2017-March 20, 2018), IRNA
reported on Saturday.

According to Bijan Namdar Zan-
ganeh, the country’s oil and gas con-
densate’s exports stand near 2.8 million
barrels per day (bpd) for the time being,
a volume equal to pre-sanctions level.

The official also estimated the coun-
try's oil revenues to reach about $40
billion by the end of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 20, 2017), of which
some amount will be collected in the up-

comrng year.

"There is little problem with collecting
our oil revenues none of which is related
to the west-imposed sanctions; we used
to sell oil to four or five countries but
now our market has expanded and the
number has increased significantly” he
said.

Zanganeh also mentioned Iran's oil
projects and said the country is going to
need about $130 billion of investment in
the upstream sector to reach the goals
of the Sixth Five-Year National Develop-
ment Plan (2016-2021).

Opening its doors to foreign inves-
tors, Iran plans to hold the first tender
for its new oil and gas contract model
on February 15.

Iran ready to increase electricity supply to Pakistan

Iran is ready to increase electricity supply
to Pakistan from the existing 130 mega-
watts to 3,000 megawatts, said Iranian
Consul General Ahmad Mohammadi.
He was speaking at the Iranian Con-
sulate General on Thursday at an event
held to mark the 38th anniversary of the
Iranian revolution. Sindh Chief Minister
Murad Ali Shah, who was the chief guest,
and his predecessor, Qaim Ali Shah, were

also present.

According to Mohammeadi, the Iran
gas pipeline is the cheapest, most secure
and profitable source of energy for Paki-
stan. It is a turning point for ties between
the two countries and both are deter-
mined to complete it at the earliest, he
said.

Business and economic ties between
Pakistan and Iran had been hampered

over the past many years by international
sanctions on Tehran over its nuclear pro-
gram. In January 2016, most of the curbs
were removed, which triggered extensive
efforts by both sides to revive economic
ties.

Iran desires prosperity, security and
stability of Pakistan and believes that it will
also be beneficial for Iran, Mohammadi
said.

Iranian President Hasan Rouhani also
signed an agreement with Pakistan last
year for the expansion of cooperation in
trade and energy.

Mohammadi announced that an exhi-
bition of Iranian products is going to be
held from February 24 to 27 in Karachi
and a solo exhibition of Pakistan products
will be organized in Tehran in April.

(Source: The Express Tribune)

Fitch says Trump administration risk to global economy - that’s why he was elected

Sovereign credit ratings is an indica-
tor that helps investors get an insight
into the level of risk associated with in-
vesting in a particular country and also
include political risks. Fitch is one of
three major rating firms that analyses
the credit standing of countries.

That's more accurate. And the report
itself is here:

The primary risks to sovereign cred-
its include the possibility of disruptive
changes to trade relations, diminished
international capital flows, limits on mi-
gration that affect remittances and con-
frontational exchanges between policy-

w Ford to invest
Y $1b in artificial
intelligence

One of the oldest automakers in the United
States is making a billion-dollar bet that one day,
owning a car may not be a necessity of American

makers that contribute to heightened or
prolonged currency and other financial
market volatility. The materialization of
these risks would provide an unfavorable
backdrop for economic growth, putting
pressure on public finances that may
have rating implications for some sover-
eigns. Increases in the cost or reductions
in the availability of external financing,
particularly if accompanied by currency
depreciation, could also affect ratings.
Again, note that this is about the ef-
fect of Trump administration policies--or
perhaps the possible effect--on the abil-
ities of other countries to finance their
governments. On the entirely logical

Wall Street hits
records again,
boosted by Trump
economy hopes

Wall Street's main stock indexes rose to fresh all-
time closing highs on Friday as a spike in oil prices
supported energy shares and investors renewed

grounds that this report comes from
that section of Fitch which reports on
the ability of governments to borrow,
their fitness to do so. Thus the out-
come of any such changes is going to
be a change in the interest rate at which
such countries can do that borrowing.
This isn't the same, not at all, as stating
that the global economy’s about to go
to pot.

Now, myself, T think that many of
these policies which Trump is talking
about, which he’s likely to at least try and
enact, are somewhere between not very
good and no good. Restrictions on trade
will just make all poorer given that trade

is a positive sum endeavor. Shouting at
China over currency manipulation isn't
going to be productive when they've for
the past few years been manipulating
the value of the yuan up. On the oth-
er hand, and something which isnt an
economic point at all, Trump did say in
the campaign that he was going to do
these things, his base voted for him to
do these things and it looks like he's go-
ing to try to do these things all of which
is a refreshing change--a politician fol-
lowing campaign promises? Perhaps the
fact that he isn't a professional politician
means he thinks he has to do that?
(Source: The Forbes)

Copper jumps most

since 2013 as strike
combines with
China boost

Copper posted the biggest gain in almost
four years, leading a surge in metals, as ex-
ports from China jumped and BHP Billiton Ltd.

life.

Ford Motor announced on Friday its plans to
invest $1 billion over the next five years in Argo Al
an artificial intelligence start-up formed in Decem-
ber that is focused on developing autonomous

vehicle technology.

The move is Ford's biggest effort to move into
self-driving car research. Argo Al will develop the
technology exclusively for Ford at first, and then
plans to license its technology to others.

their optimism about President Donald Trump's
economic agenda.

The S&P 500 tallied its fourth straight session
of gains, a day after Trump vowed a major tax
announcement in the next few weeks.

The benchmark S&P 500 has surged 8.3 percent
since Trump's Nov. 8 election, fueled by expectations
he will lower corporate taxes, reduce regulations
and increase infrastructure spending. The rally had
stalled amid concerns over Trump’s protectionist
stance and lack of clarity on policy reforms.

signaled a halt in shipments from the world’s
largest copper mine. Silver neared the longest
string of weekly gains since 2011 and mining
stocks rose.

Overseas shipments from China, the top in-
dustrial-metals user, rebounded in January with
exports to the U.S. rising, according to customs
data. BHP declared force majeure on shipments
from the Escondida mine in Chile after workers
began a strike Thursday, two customers noti-
fied by the company said.
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By Jamie Weinstein

The retired generals Mattis and Kelly will stand up to

the president if he pushes them too far. Were they
to resign, Congress would likely desert him too.

When Trump began putting together his cabinet,
liberals and some in the media expressed concern over
the number of retired generals he was appointing to top
positions.

“Trump hires third general, raising concerns about
heavy military influence blared a headline in the
Washington Post during the presidential transition.

‘T am concerned that so many of the president-elect’s
nominees thus far come from the ranks of recently retired
military officers,” the Democratic representative Steny
Hoyer told the Washington Examiner in December.

B Trump's generals

The fretting over Trumps generals was always
misplaced, not least because the number of retired
generals Trump has appointed to top positions in his
administration is hardly unprecedented. Trump nominated
the retired Marine generals James Mattis and John Kelly to
lead the Department of Defense and Homeland Security,
respectively, and tapped the retired army general Mike
Flynn to be his national security adviser. When entering
office after winning the 2008 presidential election, Barack
Obama also appointed three retired generals to top
positions and few batted an eyelid.

But those concerned about Trump's presidency should
be thankful that the generals are there, particularly Mattis
and Kelly. By all accounts, they are men of great honor
and courage with strong backbones. Kelly led men into
battle and lost a son fighting in Afghanistan. Mattis may
be the most distinguished and respected Marine officer
of his generation, revered for his dedication to his troops
and his intellect. T had the honor of spending an hour with
him one-on-one last May when he was a fellow at the
Hoover Institution. Our conversation was off the record,
but make no mistake, this is not a man to be trifled with.

Trump may have actually boxed himself in by picking
highly respected generals such as Kelly and Mattis to
helm top posts in his administration. Even conservatives
who publicly stand by the president latch on to the
appointments of Mattis and Kelly as their best evidence
that Trump's presidency will not be as problematic as his
temperament and actions sometimes suggest, or some
of his more troubling White House advisers portend.

But if Mattis or Kelly were to resign in protest, that
might change everything.

There have already been reports that Mattis and
Kelly are less than happy with some of what has gone

]
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Meet the men who could to

Mike Pence swears in Gen James Mattis as US defense secretary, 27 January, 2017.

There have already been reports that Mattis and Kelly are
less than happy with some of what has gone on in the

White

House.

on in the White House. During the transition, Mattis
reportedly clashed with the Trump transition team over
key appointments to the defense department. Tensions
boiled over when Mattis and Kelly weren't given sufficient
consultation over the recent immigration executive order.

The Democratic representative Seth Moulton, a retired
Marine who served under Mattis during the Irag war, says
insiders have informed him that after the executive order
fiasco, some top appointments like Mattis began thinking

about what would make them leave the administration.

"What I've heard from behind the scenes, Moulton
told the Boston Globe: “What will make you resign?
What's your red line?”

M The immigration order

In the aftermath of the immigration order, the Morning
Joe host Joe Scarborough reported that Trump was
destined for problems if he allowed ideological White
House aides Stephen Miller and Steve Bannon to run
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amok like they reportedly did with the immigration
executive order.

“If this did happen again, the president would have
serious problems with his foreign policy team as well as
the entire government,” Scarborough said.

Now Mattis and Kelly are patriots of the highest order
and they would not likely resign from their posts for
frivolous reasons. There is every reason to believe they
genuinely want to help Trump succeed and they serve at
the pleasure of the president, not the other way around.
But it is not impossible to imagine a scenario where they
are pushed too far. If; say, Trump tells Kelly to ignore a
court order or demands Mattis pursue a policy that is
illegal or he thinks would do catastrophic damage to
the country, these are exactly the type of people who
would tell the president, "I can't do that, sir” What Trump
decided to do in such a moment would likely determine
his administration’s fate: back down or press forward and
end his presidency.

You can take that statement seriously but not literally
if you want, but there is good reason to take it literally
too. If Mattis or Kelly were to resign in protest, it's not
impossible to imagine Republicans in Congress who
have tepidly backed Trump up until this point revolting.
Not too many in Congress have great loyalty to him.
More than anything, they fear his core supporters. But
the resignation of Mattis or Kelly could very well be the
last straw.

As the conservative radio talk show host Hugh
Hewitt noted in his recent book The Fourth Way, Trump
shouldn't discount the possibility of impeachment. There
are a number of issues Democrats in Congress could
seize upon to pursue removing the president if they had
Republican allies willing to go along with them. Many
Republicans in Congress would prefer a President Mike
Pence to a President Trump anyway.

Or Republicans could question Trump's sanity and use
article four of the 25th amendment to try to oust him. The
Republican representative Jason Chaffetz is reportedly
already considering pursuing legislation that would
require presidents to undergo independent medical
examinations that would include a mental evaluation. I'm
sure it's just a coincidence he is pursuing such legislation
now that Trump is president.

So forget all the handwringing about the generals in
Trump’s cabinet. We should be thankful that they're there.
They are the canaries in the executive branch coalmine.
Trump should understand that if presidency is to have
any chance of success, he needs to work with his retired
generals, not alienate them.

(Source: The Guardian)
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Leak of Trump-Putin phone call, reveals
Trump unfamiliar with Russia nuclear treaty

By Tyler Durden

In the past week, the press com-

plained that the White House never

published a detailed read out of the
Jan. 28 Trump-Putin phone call, one of
the first held by the new US president,
because allegedly the staff had disabled
recording equipment. Now, it was Reu-
ters’ turn to be the latest to leak the full
details of a Trump high level phone call
(as reported on Thursday, leaking within
the Trump administration has become
a major issue) this time, the highly an-
ticipated if unrecorded call with Russian
president Vladimir Putin. Reuters cited
two unnamed U.S. officials and one for-
mer U.S. official with knowledge of the
call.

The leak, while unconfirmed — in
latest press briefing Spicer refused to
comment saying it was a private call —
revealed several interesting facts, first
that Trump denounced the START treaty
that caps U.S. and Russian deployment
of nuclear warheads “as a bad deal for
the United States!

More notable was the disclosure that
“when Putin raised the possibility of ex-
tending the 2010 treaty, known as New
START, Trump paused to ask his aides
in an aside what the treaty was, these
sources said” During a debate in the
2016 presidential election, Trump said
Russia had “outsmarted” the United
States with the treaty, which he called
“START-Up" He asserted incorrect-
ly then that it had allowed Russia to
continue to produce nuclear warheads
while the United States could not.

As Reuters adds, “it has not been
previously reported that Trump had
conveyed his doubt about New START
to Putin in the hour-long call”

Under the terms of the New START
the two countries have until February
2018 to reduce their deployed strate-
gic nuclear warheads to no more than
1,550, the lowest level in decades. It
also limits deployed land- and subma-
rine-based missiles and nuclear-capa-
ble bombers.

Previously the new Secretary of State

p

When Putin raised the possibility of

extending the 2010 treaty, known as New
START, Trump paused to ask his aides in an
aside what the treaty was.

Rex Tillerson said he supported the
treaty during his Senate confirmation
hearings.

During the hearings Tillerson said it
was important for the United States to
“stay engaged with Russia, hold them
accountable to commitments made
under the New START and also ensure
our accountability as well”

The latest leak will lead to concerns
that Trump “is not adequately prepared
for discussions with foreign leaders’,
which may or may not be favorable in
future negotiations, as it keeps foreign
heads of state very much off balance.

Another unique aspect of this call:
Trump did not receive a briefing from
Russia experts with the NSC and intel-
ligence agencies before the Putin call,
Reuters’ two sources said.

Typically, before a telephone call with
a foreign leader, a president receives a
written in-depth briefing paper drafted
by National Security Council staff after
consultations with the relevant agen-
cies, including the State Department,
Pentagon and intelligence agencies,
two former senior officials said.

Just before the call, the president
also usually receives an oral “pre-brief-
ing” from his national security adviser
and top subject-matter aide, they said.

In the phone call, Reuters also re-
ports that Putin raised the possibility
of reviving talks on a range of disputes
and suggested extending New START,
the sources said.

New START can be extended for an-
other five years, beyond 2021, by mu-
tual agreement. Unless they agree to do
that or negotiate new cuts, the world's
two biggest nuclear powers would be
freed from the treaty’s limits, potentially
setting the stage for a new arms race.

New START was ratified by the U.S.
Senate in December 2010 by a vote of
71 to 26. Thirteen Republican senators
joined all of the Senate’s Democrats in
voting for the treaty, although Republi-
can opponents derided it as naive.

During a prior phone call with Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull,
which infamously turned heated and
led to Trump prematurely ending the
call just 20 minutes in, the US president
questioned an agreement reached by
the Obama administration to accept
1,250 refugees now being held by Aus-
tralia in offshore detention centers. It
was one of many such conversations in
which Trump turned to denounce deals
negotiated by previous administrations
on trade, acceptance of refugees and
arms control.

'EMSCO. Named Top Ind. Unitin
Basic Metals’ Group in Country

In the ceremony of introducing top 100 industrial and
production companies in the country, Esfahan’s Mobar-
akeh Steel Company (EMSCO) was introduced as top and
leading company in the group of basic metals.
This prestigious ceremony was held by the Industrial Man-
agement Institute (IMI) in the presence of industrialists, ex-
perts and industrial activists.
To learn more about the details, our reporter has con-
ducted an interview with Farzad Arzani Deputy Managing
Director of Esfahan’s Mobarakeh Steel Company (EMSCO)
for Information Technology (IT) Affairs which comes as
follows:

B Last Year Reported a Tough Year for Industries
in Country
In the beginning, he pointed to the salient activities and
achievements of the company in current year and said:
"Like previous years, this prestigious industrial and pro-
duction unit managed to win the first rank among mineral
and metal industries in the country!’
The company experienced many ups and downs in the
last Iranian calendar year in 1394 (ended March 19, 2016),
he said, adding: “The company managed to sell its prod-
ucts, worth more than 97,000 billion rials, in the same pe-
riod at the unsparing support and unflinching effort of
senior management and staff of the company”
The company managed to stand at 10th rank in terms of
value added index, he said, adding: “The management
of the company owes its success to the unsparing and
nonstop efforts of industrious staff and personnel which
caused success of the company both in national and in-
ternational markets!

M Transparency of Business Environment to Clarify
Effectiveness in National Economy
Elsewhere in his remarks, he reiterated: "Every year, In-
dustrial Management Institute (IMI) embarks on ranking
industrial and production units in order to clarify the busi-
ness environment and economic ranking of Iranian com-
panies in terms of rate of effectiveness in national econo-
my with the aim of expanding the competition in business
environment of economic enterprises.”

IMI put the total sales volume of top 100 companies ac-
cording to the assessment of 2016 Fiscal Year at 560,000
billion tomans, showing a considerable 0.4 percent
growth, the rate of which had been recorded with 18 per-
cent growth in the past Iranian year (ended March 19,
2016).

In the end, Farzad Arzani Deputy Managing Director of
Esfahan’s Mobarakeh Steel Company (EMSCO) for Infor-
mation Technology (IT) Affairs called on responsible offi-
cials of the country to supports objectives of the company
both in national and international levels.

M Identifying the Competitiveness Advantage and
Intl. Partners, Two Important Factors for Economic
Enterprises
Chief Executive of Iran Industrial Development and Ren-
ovation Organization (IDRO) Mansour Moazzami was the
next speaker in this prestigious conference who advised
managers of economic enterprises, producers and indus-
trialists to identify their competitive advantages and said:
“Industrialists and activists of economic enterprises should
look after international partner to themselves in order to
shine in global arenas!
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Public Renewed Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tenderers
TENDER GUARANTEE e Tenders
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Euro Rial VALUE (Rial) DESCRIPTION I’ar:;i‘l{:.p_ TENDER NO. / INDENT NO No
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1,475,999 Tender No .:FP/12-95/052 2
98,486 | 3,447,000,000 112,320,000,000 DRILL PIPES Indent No.: 9422023

C) Quality evaluation criteria of tenderers
1) Natural/ Legal entities

3) Goodwill

4) Standardizing Products

6) Company's good reputation

7) Quality Guarantee of products
8) Suitability of products volume

D) Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60

following address:

Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN.
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National Iranian Drilling Company

NIDC hereby intends to purchase its requirements from qualified and interested
tenderers through one-stage public tender upon following terms and conditions.
A) For Brief description of the materials please see the Table above:

B) For Estimated value of requests please see the Table above :

2) Financial soundness to supply materials in question, offer Bank Guarantee, Coded Check or deposit the
equal amounts according to the table above in favor of NIDC.

5) Adequate Knowledge and experience in the relevant field

E)Tenderers must be receive the quality evaluation documents with tender documents in person at the

Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN
(in order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to SIBA account number 2174652205004 Bank
Meli Iran to National Iranian Drilling Comany and provided the deposit receipt).
Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment
department in due date will be known as tenderer from tender committee.
F)Qualified tenderers shall submit the completed documents within 14 days from one week later

publication of such a call (one week after second time) to the following address:
Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building operations, National Iranian Drilling

G) The evaluation is just valid for current tender. In this regard for other tenders the quality evaluation documents
and forms should be fill out and submitted separately.
More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR

Foreign Procurement Dept

. T .

LY e T

O

AP

s ~
inf
¥ L
Canrn
|
NS

Gl e iS5 nam

S5 gyt
Oleio! 45 e 9Y 39 5
VPAF o o 13 Gl oF 30 S5 2 Boe

Jol 4

o 00 33T i 441y (gl i1 308 09 o

g e

ks e Pl T o ety e i

He pointed to the issue of economic growth in the country and
said: "Frameworks have been defined and identified to us within
the framework of five-year outlook plan but a glance at 10-year
performance, it is found that there is wide gap here!

As the productivity share, as one of the indicators of
development, was negative in some areas of give-year

programs, the rate of which stood at approx. 50 percent
(50%) in the developed countries, he maintained.
Elsewhere in his remarks, he said: “To participate in world
markets, economic enterprises need the capabilities
such as the ability to identify potential opportunities of
participating in market, ability to use application of new
approaches and business models, ability to structural
flexibility at economic enterprises, ability to use available
capacities and resources in relevant industries for attract-
ing and providing new facilities, and also ability to transfer
resources and capabilities available in target market”

M Four Salient Indicators for the Selection of Top
Companies Added to Criteria
Mohammad-Ali Mohammadi Managing Director of In-
dustrial Management Institute (IMI) was the next speaker
in this prestigious Conference who pointed to the indica-
tors of selection of company and revealed the addition of
four indicators including “total productivity’, “manpower
productivity” “total efficiency of factors” and “efficiency of
capital” in this period and said: "In the beginning stage,
500 companies are identified according to the sales rate
index (income). Then, these companies are ranked ac-
cording to 32 other indicators!
He pointed to the change in sales rank of top companies
as main criteria of selection of these companies in recent
four years and said: “The companies which attain the
maximum rank promotion in terms of indicator of sales
volume, will be selected”
Considering the significance of export of non-oil com-
modities, top 10 export-oriented companies have been
introduced based on combined exports indicator and this
indicator is a combination of three salient indicators in-
cluding exports volume, exports growth and proportion
of exports to sales, he opined.
In the end, Mohammad-Ali Mohammadi Managing Di-
rector of Industrial Management Institute (IMI) said: “In
this prestigious Conference, activities of a number of 500
leading Iranian companies were compared with compa-
nies of some other countries!

In 8th National Productivity Festival

EMSCO Introduced Top Firm in

Mohammad-Taghi

Samadi service fields”

of indexes using Iran Produc-

TFP of Production Functionar-
ies

Esfahan’s Mobarakeh  Steel
Company (EMSCO) was intro-
duced as top and leading steel
production company in the
country among top 500 com-
panies in Total Factor Produc-
tivity (TFP).

For this purpose, a Plaque of
Honor was awarded to the
managing director of this lead-
ing steel production company.

Engineering Manager of Esfa-
han’s Mobarakeh Steel Com-
pany (EMSCO) announced
the above statement and
said: "Every year, secretariat
of National Productivity Festi-
val embarks on implementing
National Productivity Con-
test through the calculation
of productivity indicators ac-
cording to the financial state-
ments of companies in the
production, agricultural and

At the initiative taken by Iran
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA), the secretariat of the
Festival compares field of activ-
ities of shortlisted companies
and then, introduces the top
and leading company in the
country, he maintained.

The Secretariat of the Festi-
val conducted relevant calcu-
lations from 2010 to 2015 in
terms of percentage of growth

tivity Management Center at
irpmc.ir.

It should be noted that the Jury
Board members of 8th Nation-
al Productivity Festival select-
ed Esfahan's Mobarakeh Steel
Company (EMSCO) at top in-
dustrial and production unit
among steel production firms
in the country in the field of To-
tal Factor Productivity (TFP), so
that the company was award-
ed with a Plaque of Honor.
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Pars Diplomatic Real Estate

Apartment

Amazing Apt in Tower Kamranieh
250 sq.m, 3 large Bdrs., master
room, nice view , Spj & pool 24

security, furn/unfurn, $ 4500

Suitable for Residency of Ambassadors

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Amazing Luxury Apt in Fereshteh
390 sq.m, 4Bdrs.,15™ floor, stone
floor, furn/unfurn, pool & gym,

2 Pkg,$7500
Mr.Nader 09128440157

Apt in Kamranieh
250 sq.m,3Bdrs.,15™ floor furn/
unfurn, green garden,lobby,Spj & gym,
$4500 Suitable for Diplomats
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Elegant Apt in Velenjak
250 sq.m, 4Bdrs., 5" floor, furn/un
furn , bright living room, balcony ,
nice view, 2 Pkg , $ 5000
Mr.Nader 09128440157

Villa

Duplex Villa in Mahmodieh
600 sq.m Built up, 5 Bdrs., 2level,
small yard, outdoor pool , com
pletely renovated, 1 Pkg, Suitable
for Ambassador’s Residence, $ 8000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Villa in Kamranieh
duplex ,750 sq.m, 8 Bdrs. , reno
vated , full furn, ceramic floor,

driver room,balcony, 4Pkg,
$ 15.000, Suitable for foreign Embassies
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Super Luxury Villa in Farmanieh
800 Built up in 1200 Land, Duplex,
completely renovated, 7 Bdrs., 2
level, green garden, outdoor pool,
high security, equipment kitchen,
Suitable for Residency of Ambassadors
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Villa in Darous
Triplex, 410 Sq.m, built up in 1250
Sq.m land, 4 Bdrs., green garden,
3 pkg lot, $7000
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Ask Us Your Required Short
Term / Long Term Furnished
&Unfurnished Apartments.
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Building

whole building in Tajrish-Elahie
5000 sq.m, Built up in 2000 sq.m,
2™ floor, 8 Bdrs., Pkg lot, green
garden , outdoor pool, semi furn,
Suitable for Ambassador’s
Residence, Negotiable Price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

whole building in Jordan
9-Storey, each unit 127 Sq.m, fully
furn, 30 Bdrs., 15 Pkg lot,
renovated, stone floor, Suitable for
foreign Companies,$35000
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

whole building in Zafaranieh
2 floors, 850 Sq.m built up, 4 Apts.
totally + suite, completely
renovated, 2-side entrances, servant
quarters, yard, Pkg lot., Suitable
for Embassies, $16000
Ms. Diba: 09128103206

whole building in Zafaranieh
3 floor, each floor 450sq.m, totally
17 rooms. renovated,
outdoor pool, nice green garden
Ready for Renting To Embassies or
Residence
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Ideal Offers

Modern Apt. in Jordan
5t floor, 2 Bdrs., 120 Sq.m, fully
furn, lobby, $1800
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Luxury Apt. in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., good access,
Top floors, Suitable for foreign
Companies,$ 1500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Affordable Apt. in Elahich
250 Sq.m, 3 Bdrs, balcony, back

yard, fully furn, ceramic floor; only $2500
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Apt in Elahiech
180 sq.m,3 Bdrs flat, full furn, Spj
& Pkg, good access , only $3000
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in Jordan
120 Sq.m, 2 Bdrs., renovated Pkg,
full furn, wood floor;pool, only $ 1200
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Apt in Elahieh
150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., full furn, quiet
place, Pkg, Suitable for Diplomat, $2000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Nice Attention To Embassies, International & Local Companies & Shopping Centers

The professional section of administrative license offices, Commercial Properties and Shopping Centers. From 100 Sq.m to 20,000 Sq.m (For Sale & Rent)
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Administrative license building in
Vozara/Argantine
500 Sq.m, open office, nice balcony,
lobby, Pkg lot, high security,
Sfull of foreign companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Flat Office in Mirdamad
350 sq.m in 3rd floor & 175 sq.m in 7th
floor, Suitable for Foreign Companies,
Negotiable Price
Mr. Nader: 09128440157
Office in Jordan
110 Sq.m,3 rooms, completely renovated,
guest Pkg, nice lobby, clean, hogh
security, reasonable price, Suitable for
Foreign Companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Office in Mirdamad
5% floor, 110 Sq.m, 4 Bdrs., fully furn,
12 tel lines, $2800
Mr. Nader:09128440157

Administrative license Office
In Jordan
85 Sq.m,4 rooms high security, Good
Access furnished,10 Tel Lines,$1700
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Amazing Office in Valiasr
150 sq.m, excellent view, good access, 24
security, Pkg, lobby, Reasonable Price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Modern Office in Zafaraniyeh Near
Palladium
1100 sq.m, 3" floor, 4 Bdrs., fully fur
nish, Suitable for Foreign Companie.$ 5000
Mr. Nader: 09128440157
Luxury Office in Vanak
Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg,
Suitable for Foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Shopping center

leasing&managment

Project Development
Leasing and Releasing

Management and consultancy
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09122841274 - Mr.Tayyar

Best Consultation, Best Services, Best Result
Hot Line: 28141

Section Manager "Tina 09128103205"
Tel: 22662452-8 , Fax: 22667173

parsdiplomatic@gmail.com
info@parsdiplomatic.com
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What to do if you’re
not losing weight

By Paige Waehner

ing and changing your diet, you're prob-

ably frustrated, discouraged and maybe
even depressed. Weight loss is a complex
process involving a variety of factors we
control, such as diet, exercise, activity levels,
stress and sleep habits and some we can't
control, such as genes, gender, hormones,
age and body type.

So, where do you start if you're not losing
weight? Step one is to see your doctor to
rule out any medical conditions. This is es-
pecially important if you think you're doing
everything right and you haven't seen any
changes at all in the scale or your body after
several months (or, worse, you're inexplica-
bly gaining weight).

Some health problems and common
medications can cause weight gain, includ-
ing:

e Some thyroid conditions

e Some diabetes medications

e Corticosteroids

e Some antidepressants, including Pro-
zac and Zoloft

e Beta-Blockers for high blood pressure

e Some antipsychotics and anticonvul-
sants

If you're on any of these medications, talk
to your doctor about the side effects and
possible substitutes, if that's an option for
you. If not, knowing the side effects of what
you're taking helps you become more pro-
active about your situation. You may need
to work harder to lose weight and be ex-
tra careful with your diet. Keep a food diary,
monitor changes in your weight and let your
doctor know if you gain more than 5 pounds
in a month without any changes to your diet
or exercise.

M 2. Assess your diet

The most important factor in weight loss
is how many calories you're eating versus
how many calories you're burning. Even if
you think you're being very good with your
diet, it's easy to underestimate how many
calories you're actually eating.

Research has found that most of us un-
derestimate how much we're eating, espe-
cially when we eat out. One research paper
published in JAMA mentioned a study in
which 99% of over 190 adults underesti-
mated calories in high-caloric food. For ex-
ample, when assessing fettuccine alfredo or
chicken fajitas, the subjects often underes-
timated calories by 463 to 956, a huge dif-
ference and one that could easily sabotage
your weight loss goals.

Careful scrutiny of your diet is the only
way to know what you're really eating:

e  Determine how many calories you
need - You can use an online calculator to
determine how many calories you need.

If you're not losing weight despite exercis-
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e Keep a food diary - Use a printed
form or an online tracking program, such as
Calorie Count or FitWatch. Keep this diary
every day for at least a week, being as specif-
ic as possible: Measure your portions, read
food labels or access nutritional information
if you're eating out.

e Analyze your diet - Online tracking
websites will often give you an overview of
how many calories you're eating as well as
a breakdown of different nutrients. You can
also turn an objective eye to your overall
eating habits and look for ways to cut calo-
ries. Could you eat out less? Find healthier
substitutes for some of your staple foods like
yogurt, bread, cheese and chips? Find new,
low-calorie recipes? You might even con-
sider working with a registered dietician who
can make more specific recommendations.

Keep in mind that you may have to con-
tinue keeping a food diary every day to stay
on track. Successful weight losers regularly
monitor both their eating habits and weight
to avoid gaining weight. It may seem like a
hassle but, if you really want to lose weight,
it's a must.

M 3. Assess your workouts and daily
activity

Exercise is another crucial element to
weight loss, along with your daily activity lev-
els, but it's hard to know if you're doing the
right workouts or burning enough calories.

Start by looking at your overall program
to get a sense of how much you're exer-
cising. For weight loss, experts often rec-
ommend up to 60-90 minutes of exercise
each day. If you're not even close to that,
this gives you a place to start as you work
through your plateau.

This doesn't mean you have to start
working out for 2 hours a day. In fact, that's
a bad idea if you're not used to that level of
exertion and could lead to injury, burnout or
overtaining.

What it does mean is that you need to
make a very important decision: Either you
need to increase your workout time and in-
tensity to match your weight loss goals or
you need to change your weight loss goals
to match what you're actually doing.

Don't forget, its not just about struc-
tured exercise. Working out for an hour
doesn't cancel out the next 8 or 9 hours of
sitting (something many of us do). In addi-
tion to exercise, try to be as active as you
can: Take regular breaks from the computer,
take walks whenever possible, stretch, wear
a pedometer to see how many extra steps
you can get in, limit your TV time, etc. If you
spend more than 8 hours sitting, that could
be one more reason you're having trouble
losing weight.

H 4. Assess your situation and life-
style

Diet, exercise and physical activity are

all crucial elements in weight loss. However,
there might be other contributing factors
that make it harder to lose weight. If you're
not losing weight, assess your situation and
lifestyle for other contributing factors such
as:

e Age - It's frustrating, but one side ef-
fect of aging is slower weight loss. After 40,
your metabolism starts slowing down and
hormonal changes (for women, menopause
and for men, andropause) make it harder
to lose weight. That doesn't mean you can't
lose weight, just that you may need to adjust
your expectations for a more realistic time-
line.

e  Gender - Men usually have more
muscle than women and, as a result, often
lose weight faster.

e  Genes - Some people are geneti-
cally predisposed to be obese. Our genes
regulate how our bodies store and and burn
the energy we get from food and, for some
of us, our genes have a tendency to hustle
those calories into the body, lock them in
and throw away the key. If you have a fam-
ily history of obesity, there may be a genetic
component that makes weight loss harder.
However, that doesn't mean you're at the
mercy of your genes or that you can't lose
weight. In fact, studies show that exercise
can actually offset this propensity to hold
onto weight.

e  Stress - Chronic stress can contrib-
ute to weight problems in a variety of ways.
There are stress hormones (like cortisol)
which can increase appetite and fat stor-
age and then there are our responses to
stress, which aren't always healthy: Eating
too much, drinking too much, escaping with
TV or computers and avoiding exercise. Find
out if your stress levels are unhealthy and
learn how you can manage stress with ex-
ercise, breathing exercises, meditation and
more.

e Sleep - Lack of sleep can also contrib-
ute to weight problems, not only because
you're too tired to exercise, but because
sleep deprivation can affect metabolism and
could make you feel hungry, even when
you're not.

You may not know exactly how each
of these elements factor into your weight
problems, but knowing what stands in your
way and all the reasons weight loss is hard
can ease the frustration a bit and give you
more clarity into your situation.

5. Assess your expectations

This may sound strange, but just because
you're not losing weight doesnt mean
you're not getting results. Often, the results
we expect are based on one thing: The scale.
If it doesn't move, we decide we're failures
regardless of what's actually happening both
inside and outside our bodies.

Take some time to find out if you're re-

[ o -.* 4
alistic about weight loss and the results you
can expect to see by asking yourself these
crucial questions:

e Are my weight loss goals realistic? -
Experts agree that a realistic weight loss goal
is to focus on losing about .5 to 2 pounds a
week. Any more than that and you would
have to cut your calories so low, it may not
be sustainable.

e AmIseeing any results? - Forget about
the scale and determine whether there are
other changes happening that may indicate
you're on the right track such as:

e Losing inches, even if you're not losing
weight

e Your clothes fit differently

e You're slimming down somewhere -
You may see it as a failure if you're losing
weight, but not from the areas youd like.
Maybe you want to lose fat over your abs
or thighs, but instead you're seeing weight
drop from places youd like to keep the
way they are or from places you don't care
about. We can't choose where the fat comes
off and, just because it's not coming off ac-
cording to your expectations doesn't mean
it isn't happening. Pay attention to all the
changes in your body and you may find you
really are getting results.

M Have 1 giving myself enough time
to see results? - It often takes 3 or more
months to see significant changes and, for
most people, it will take up to a year. And,
keep in mind that the process isn't always
linear. Unless you're perfect 100% of the
time with your diet and exercise program,
you won't lose weight at the same rate from
week to week. It takes years of bad habits to
gain weight, so expect to spend more than
a few weeks to undo those habits and take
the weight off.

B Are there other benefits I'm getting
beyond the scale? - Results don't only just
show up in the scale - They show up in
your mind and your body. Are you get-
ting anything else out of your exercise and
weight loss program? Do you feel better?
Sleep better? Feel stronger? Make a list
and refer back to it if you ever feel dis-
couraged.

If you're not getting the results you ex-
pect, it's crucial to find out if it's because of
something you're doing (or not doing) or
if it's because you're expecting something
your body just can't deliver. If you're having
trouble, consider hiring a personal trainer
who can help you set more realistic goals.

(Source: verywell.com)

Snoozing more on
weekends isn’t really
the solution

Whether you find yourself staying up late to finish a project for
work, order a second glass of wine with friends, or watch late-
night TV, it's easy to miss your bedtime. But even an hour or
two of lost sleep every night quickly adds up over the course
of a week.

Unfortunately, sleeping in
for an hour or two on Satur-
day and Sunday mornings
doesn't really make up for
all that lost time, even if you
feel better on Monday in the
a.m. All of that sleep depriva-
tion leads to something called
‘sleep debt—the difference
between the amount of sleep
that you need and the amount
that you're actually getting.
Have more questions about
sleep debt? We answer the
most burning ones.

M Besides feeling tired, what are the other conse-
quences of sleep debt?

The potential short-term, negative effects include a foggy
brain, impaired driving, difficulty remembering things, and re-
duced vision, while potential long-term ramifications include
heart disease, obesity, and insulin resistance.

B Why isn't sleeping in on the weekends enough for
catching up?

Though you may feel more rested on Monday morning,
that extra shut-eye doesn't erase all of the drawbacks from not
catching enough zzz's during the week. While extra weekend
sleep does help reduce daytime sleepiness and stress, your
ability to focus and pay attention will still be reduced. It can
also throw off your internal body clock (also known as your
circadian rhythm) and lead to Sunday night insomnia. How-
ever, you can eventually bounce back once you've adapted
to a steady schedule that gets you enough winks.

H Can napping help reduce sleep debt?

After a sleepless night, a nap the next day can help reverse
some of the negative effects of sleep deprivation. Taking one
in the early-to-mid afternoon is best (since a nap later in the
day might interfere with falling asleep at bedtime). While are
helpful once in a while, they're only short-term solutions.
Don't depend on them regularly to get you back on track.
Ultimately, getting enough sleep at night is the answer.

H Do napping and sleeping in on weekends have
downsides?

Yes, eventually they could disrupt your circadian rhythm,
making it even harder to fall asleep at night. Though you'll
feel more rested after waking up late on Sunday morning that
will make it harder to doze off at bedtime that night, which
creates a bad cycle.

M Can you ever really catch up on sleep?

Yes, you can do that by ultimately getting back on a regu-
lar cycle of seven to nine hours of shut-eye per night. It can
take days or even weeks for your body to return to a nor-
mal pattern. In the meantime, if you're trying to make up
for lost time, go to bed early and wake up at your normal
time instead of sleeping in late. To get your circadian rhythm
back on track, avoid bright lights before bed and keep your
bedroom as dark as possible. Get back on schedule by going
to sleep a few minutes earlier every night until you're back
to your regular bedtime. Taking melatonin can also help you
doze off at the right time. Also, avoid eating, drinking and
exercising right before you hit the hay.

(Source: sleep.org)
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Tehran exhibit to feature
abundant national crafts

TEHRAN — Wide-ranging Iranian hand-
icrafts practiced in every corner of the

country W||| come together at the 27th National Crafts Exhibi-
tion, which will be held at the Tehran Permanent International

Fairground from Feb. 16 to 19.

The exhibit will touch
upon woodwork, illuminated
manuscript, miniature, textile
printing, enamel, leather-
work, handwoven products,
calligraphy, traditional musi-
cal instruments, metalwork,
and marquetry, amongst a
lavish  patchwork of other
skills.

Organized under the aus-
pices of the Cultural Herit-
age, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization, the event of-
fers visitors an opportunity

A poster for the 27th National 1o converse with nationwide

Crafts Exhibition

craftspeople as well.

Halls no. 10 and 11 of the fairground have been designat-

ed to the showcase.

National Museum of Iran to
host Louvre collection

. TEHRAN — The National Museum of Iran
sk plans to hold an exhibition of historical
objects to be loaned from the Louvre under an agreement

which was signed in 2016.

Some 24 pieces of art, selected from various cultures such
as Greece, Egypt, and Mesopotamia, are projected to go on

Remnants of a colossal column
head being kept at the Louvre
Museum. The Iranian masterpiece
dates back to the Achaemenid era

(ca. 550-330 BC).

display in Tehran in 2018,
Tasnim quoted the National
Museum of Iran director

~ Jebrael Nokandeh on Feb. 8.

During President Hassan
Rouhani’s visit to France in
Jan. 2016, the Louvre signed
an historical agreement with
Iran that clears the way for
improved bilateral cultural
and scientific cooperation.

The agreement, signed
at the presidential Elysee
Palace, laid out a framework
for cooperation up to
2019, including plans for
sharing  knowledge and
experience on exhibitions,
publications, scientific visits
and training sessions, as well
as archeological digs.

The first project will be an exhibition on the Qajar Dynasty
(1789-1925), due to open in the spring of 2018 at the Louvre's
satellite museum in Lens, northern France.
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Itchan Kala, the inner fortress of Khiva, is located to the
South of the Amu Darya River (known as the Oxus in
ancient times) in the Khorezm region of Uzbekistan and it
was the last resting-place of caravans before crossing the
desert to Persia.

Itchan Kala has a history that spans over two millennia.
The inner town has 26 hectares and was built according
to the ancient traditions of Central Asian town building, as
a regular rectangle (650 by 400 meters) elongated from
south to north and closed by brick fortification walls that
are up to ten meters high.

Inscribed on UNESCO World Heritage list, the property
is composed of 51 ancient monumental structures
and 250 dwellings and displays remarkable types of
architectural ensembles such as Djuma Mosque, Oq

Mosque, madrasahs of Alla-Kulli-Khan, Muhammad
Aminkhon, Muhammad Rakhimkhon, Mausoleums of
Pahlavon Mahmoud, Sayid Allavuddin, Shergozikhon as
well as caravanserais and markets.

The attributes are outstanding examples of Islamic
architecture of Central Asia. Djuma Mosque, a mosque
with a covered courtyard designed for the rugged climate
of Central Asia, is unique in its proportions and the
structure of its inner dimensions (55m x 46m), faintly lit by
two octagonal lanterns and adorned with 212 columns.

The madrasahs, which make up the social areas, have
majestic proportions with a simple decoration, and they form
another type of Islamic architecture specific to Central Asia.

The place of the architectural heritage of Itchan Kala
in the history of Central Asian architecture is determined
not only by the abundance of surviving architectural
monuments, but also by the unique contribution of
Khorezmian master builders to Central Asian architecture
and preservation of its classical traditions.

(Source: UNESCO)

A general view of Tehran with the snow-clad Alborz mountain range in the background

By Shaahin Pishbin

hough neither Iran’s oldest or prettiest city, the
bustling metropolis of Tehran is not without its

own compelling charm. Home to over 10 million
Iranians, the largely concrete skyline is set against the
breath-taking backdrop of the Alborz mountains which
rise out of the smog below.

Often underrated as a tourist destination, nowhere
will you sample a flavor of contemporary Iranian life
more than Tehran. Here we present 10 must-do-and-
sees whilst in the capital.

B The Grand Bazaar

Right in the heart of the city, the Grand Bazaar is
an essential visit for any tourist in Tehran. With over 10
kilometers of labyrinthine alleyways filled with covered
shops, haggling customers, and general commotion,
you will find everything from jewelry to carpets and pots
and pans for sale here.

One of Tehran’s oldest areas, this commercial center is
teeming with history and character, and there are some
exceptional restaurants dotted around. Prepare for a
sensual bombardment; not for the agoraphobic! Be
sure to check out the nearby Jomeh bazaar for antiques,
every Friday on Jomhuri Street.

B Tajrish Bazaar & Imamzadeh Saleh

The bazaar in the northern district of Tajrish is smaller,
prettier, and altogether less stressful than the Grand Bazaar
(although prices are higher). There is a colorful market
of fresh fruit and vegetables, and some excellent touristy
shops selling traditional crafts and kitschy memorabilia.

Check out the kebab restaurant in the center of the
bazaar, and the teahouse just off the main drag. It's
also worth visiting the stunning adjacent shrine, the
Imamzadeh Saleh.

B National Museum of Iran

Tochal Ski Resort in an undated photo

The National Museum of Iran is filled with an im-
pressive range of treasures and objects from the 30,000
years of human habitation in the Iranian plateau.

From Stone Age tools to primitive art, from deco-
rated capitals from Persepolis to coins and pottery, the
museum features items from the length and breadth of
Iranian history.

The building itself, designed in the early 20th century
with nods to Sassanian architecture, is one of Tehran’s
more interesting modern constructions.

B Milad Tower (Borj-e Milad)

The Milad Tower is one of Tehran's most iconic
structures, and the most prominent feature of the city’s
skyline. Completed in 2007, it stands at an impressive 435
meters, making it the sixth tallest tower in the world.

Trips to the head of the tower are inexpensive and
worth the effort on a clear day, for nowhere else can
beat it for panoramic views of the city. If you want to
push the boat out, the tower also boasts a fancy, revolv-
ing restaurant.

M Azadi Tower (Borj-e Azadi)

Built in 1971 to commemorate 2500 years of Persian
monarchy, this iconic tower fuses elements of Sassani-
an, Achaemenid, and modernist architecture. Literally
meaning 'Freedom Tower’, the ivory-colored, Y-shaped
building is situated in a park in east Tehran, and features
a well laid out underground museum. Though not as tall
as the Milad Tower, it nevertheless boasts fantastic views
of the city from the top floor.

B Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art

The Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art boasts
the most extensive (and valuable) collection of artworks
outside Europe.

Although some items have not been exhibited since
the 1979 Islamic Revolution, works by big names including
Picasso, Monet, Andy Warhol, and Henry Moore are on
display, as well as pieces by Iranian artists.

The building itself, inaugurated in 1977, is a striking
modernist structure, and a great place to meet young,
artsy Iranians.

B Park-e Jamshidieh

Located in the most northerly reaches of the city,
Jamshidieh is a large park in the foothills of the Alborz
Mountains. Fresh air and lush surrounds are enough
to merit a trip to this out-of-the-way spot, but the
outstanding views of the city below are what makes it
a must-see.

The higher you climb, the better the views become
but if you don't feel like a hike, there are plenty of nice
spots for picnicking and drinking tea. It is particularly
picturesque in the winter months, when it often receives
the first snowfall of the year.

B  Golestan palace

Just a few minutes from the Grand Bazaar, you will
find the magnificent Golestan Palace, a 19th-century
Qajar royal abode. The palace complex consists of 17
structures in total, including reception halls, museums,
throne rooms, and royal quarters, and boasts impressive,
well-kept gardens too.

The intricate tile work, mirrored interiors, symmetrical
fountains, and marble thrones demonstrate the pinnacle
of Qajar-era architecture, and provide a sense of the
level of opulence the monarchs would have enjoyed.

B Mount Tochal

Mount Tochal sits in the mountain range to the north of
Tehran, with its peak reaching a staggering 3,993 meters. An
excellent challenge for mountaineers, trails set off from Dar-
akeh and Velanjak, with tea houses staggered along the way.

If you lack the time or inclination for the trek, a tele-
cabin service will take you all the way up the mountain
for a reasonable fee.

The top of the mountain also has a small ski piste,
with equipment available to rent. Not as impressive
as Dizin or Shemshak ski resorts, but ideal for a quick
afternoon getaway.

B Shahr-e Rey

An important political and religious center that
predates Tehran, Shahr-e Rey lies just to the south of
the capital, and is accessible by the metro (it's the most
southerly station).

Its highlights include a quaint traditional bazaar, the
ruins of a Sassanian fortress, and a Seljuk tomb, but the
main draw is the Imamzadeh Shah Abdol Azim, a shrine
for a descendent of the second Shia Imam which attracts
pilgrims all year round.

(Source: theculturetrip.com)
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A view of Toghrol Tower the 12th-century Seljuk-era monument
in Rey on the southern outskirts of Tehran

Tehran meeting to discuss brandlng in handicrafts

. TEHRAN — Ways of developing
d s kK brands for handicraft products
comes up for discussion at a meeting which will be
held at the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization in Tehran on Feb. 13.

Ms. Zeinab Shafiei, an expert at economic
sociology, is slated to review ways that classical and
modern patterns for branding would affect the Iranian
handicrafts market in both national and international
scales.

The meeting will also address necessities and
essential characteristics of branding for Iranian
souvenirs with an emphasis on the social media

Iranian potteries meticulously inlaid with enamel

impacts, Mehr news reported on Friday.

Exports of handicrafts have been on the
increase over the past three years, witnessing an
overall 59 percent hike, the CHTHO announced in
January. Irag, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkmenistan,
and Germany are the main importers of Iranian
handicrafts.

Over the past couple of years, dozens of Iranian
handicrafts have been honored with the UNESCO
Seal of Excellence.

In 2010, a total of 65 crafts on various themes
including enamel, tile, metalwork, leatherwork, wood
carving received the privilege.

British tourism to Spain hits record despite pound’s post-Brexit fall

MADRID (Reuters) — The number of
British tourists visiting Spain jumped by the
most in over a decade to hit a record in
2016, defying expectations of a slowdown
in bookings after June’s Brexit vote and the
subsequent tumble in sterling.

The trend looks set to continue into this year,
with British early bookings for 2017 summer
holidays in Spain up 16 percent on last year,
according to travel market analysts GfK.

Spanish economists and policymakers
had feared tourism, which accounts for
around 11 percent of economic output,
would be hit by sterling’s fall in value against

the euro after the British vote to leave the
European Union.

For vyears,
biggest group of tourists to Spain by
nationality. The pound has shed just over
10 percent against the euro since the June
23 referendum and some see it weakening
further once EU divorce talks begin.

But like predictions of a swift Brexit-led
slowdown in the British economy, these
concerns appear misplaced.

The number of Britons visiting Spain
rose by over 12 percent last year, to 17.8
million people, as security worries in holiday

Britons have been the

destinations such as Tunisia, Turkey and
Egypt led them to seek sun closer to home.
That is over six million more than the next
biggest group by nationality - the French.
"We have been very happy with the
figures - instead of a fall there’s been a
sharp rise," said Cristobal de la Rosa, Vice-
Councillor of Tourism in the Canary Islands,
an archipelago and popular winter sun
destination off the coast of West Africa.
British tourist Alison Moore, who has
been visiting the Canary Islands since the
1980s, said the fall in currency had not
affected her decision to visit Tenerife, the

largest of the seven islands, this year.

"Tenerife is the place we go back to
every year for a January week and a bit of
sun,” said the 57-year-old garden designer
from Cheshire. “It's a short flight and even
with the pound its a relatively cheap
destination!

The government of the Canary Islands,
the second most visited region of Spain
last year after Catalonia, has set up a Brexit
committee which meets every couple of
months to monitor the progress of Britain’s
exit from the European Union, Vice-
Councillor de la Rosa said.
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NASA plans to drill into Europa’s

Since early 2016, a NASA-employed
Science Definition Team (SDT) of 21 re-
searchers has been crafting a plan to
send a robotic probe to Europa, an icy
moon of Jupiter, located over 390 million
miles from Earth. On February 7th, that
team delivered their first report to NASA,
detailing their recommendations for that
future mission, which will search for life by
drilling toward the subterranean ocean
scientists strongly suspect to exist be-
neath the icy moon’s surface. The team
hopes to launch as soon as 2031.

This is not to be confused with NASAS
Europa flyby mission, which is slated to
take place in the early 2020s. That said,
the flyby mission will play a key role in
the later lander mission, as it will use its
cameras to scout out plumes or cracks
where material from Europa’s subter-
ranean might ooze out. The lander will
later visit these locations in order to take
samples. Understanding Europa’s surface
and subsurface will help researchers plan
for future lander missions to the moon.

Our first strong evidence for a sub-
terranean ocean on Europa came from
NASAs Galileo mission, which explored
Jupiter and its moons in the late 1990s.
But samples have never been collected
from the ocean itself, which is thought to
be buried beneath 11to 15 miles (19 to 27

e P

crustin sarch of life

The first strong evidence for a subterranean
ocean on Europa came from NASA’s Galileo
mission, which explored Jupiter and its moons
in the late 1990s.

kilometers) of ice. The ocean, comprised
of liquid water and an unknown amount
of salt, is an estimated 62 miles deep.

M Capable of drilling

In this new report, the SDT worked

with NASA engineers to design a
probe that would be capable of drill-
ing about four inches into Europa’s icy
crust to collect samples that could be
analyzed on the spacecraft for signs

of life. If the lander is successful, a
future mission to Europa could drill
even further, maybe even reaching
the subterranean ocean.

‘| think it's a great design,” astronomer
and SDT member Jonathan Lunine told
Gizmodo. "I was skeptical that we could
in fact design a payload with a reason-
able technological maturity and relative
simplicity. Thanks to the engineers, a very
practical solution was found and the pay-
load we put together is not overly am-
bitious.

M Extract samples

In addition to a drill or cutter to ex-
tract samples, the team recommends
that the lander include a camera sys-
tem to see what's going on outside, in-
struments for analyzing the chemistry
of Europa’s icy crust, and something to
monitor geologic activity, like a geo-
phone.

The “important thing to remember is
that this is intended to be a 'bug hunt,
this is designed to land in a place where
based on the Europa flyby mission, there
would be deposits from the ocean, or-
ganic materials, that sort of thing,” Lunine
said. "So the intent is to use instruments
that can detect the signs of life on those
samples”

(Source: Gizmodo)

Our seas have become a plastic graveyard - but can technology turn the tide?

The world’s oceans are now drowning in human waste.
Each year more than 300 million tons of plastic is pro-
duced globally and 10 percent will end up in the sea.
It is estimated that there is now a 1:2 ratio of plastic to
plankton and, left unchecked, plastic will outweigh fish
by 2050.

Not only is the floating haze of scum unsightly, it
is swallowed by marine animals who cannot digest it.
Chemicals leach into the water and even humans who
eat seafood ingest 11,000 pieces of microplastic each
year.

Ruxton, who has previously worked as a producer
on BBC's Blue Planet, said: "People watch wildlife docu-
mentaries and think the oceans are still pristine but they
aren't. I've known film crews spend two hours clearing
up beaches before they can take shots of turtles”

Yet there are signs that the tide may be starting to
turn, and Britain could be leading the way.

M Recycling waste

In 2010, Warwick University announced that it had
developed a new process which can recycle 100 percent
of plastic waste. The technique, called pyrolysis, ‘cracks’
plastic into more basic molecules to form an oil called
Plaxx, which can then be used as a fuel, or to make new

Whether the brain responds to an external stimulus or
not depends significantly on the balance between ar-
eas of excitation and inhibition in the prefrontal cortex
(PFQ). Synaptic connections in the front of the cerebral
cortex enable the brain to make a conscious decision on
whether to react to a stimulus with movement or not.
However, the roles of the individual regions in the PFC
and how they work together in this decision-making
process were unknown until now.

An international team led by Stefanie Hardung from
the research group of Professor Ilka Diester, a member of
Bernstein Center Freiburg and the Cluster of Excellence
BrainLinks-BrainTools, has now identified the roles five
subareas in the prefrontal cortex play in making deci-
sions on movement. Their results were now published
in the journal Current Biology. This study may be of
particular significance for the further investigation of im-
pulse control disorders.

M Prefrontal cortex

"We might compare these regions of the prefrontal
cortex with a traffic light” says Stefanie Hardung. “Spe-
cific subareas of the PFC are responsible for inhibition,
while others take care of movement preparation and
excitation.

“In their experiment, the researchers employed a
framework in which they trained transgenic rats in pro-

plastic.

Warwick University spin-off company Recycling Tech-
nologies has just opened its first large plant in Swindon
in Wiltshire which operators say will process the plastic
of the entire town.

The goal is to roll out similar plants across the world
and even install small versions on board dredgers, which
can trawl the water, sucking up plastic waste and turning
it into fuel on board to power the ships.

Currently plastic is notoriously difficult to recycle - and
only 12 percent of household waste is reprocessed, the
rest is either burned or goes to landfill. The new system
aims to turn dumped plastic into a valuable commodity.

"This could really be a game-changing technology,’
said Adrian Haworth, Marketing Director of Recycling
Technologies.

"There is a worldwide need for it. Only a small amount
of plastic is recycled, most ends up in landfill or in the
ocean. We need to stop this happening in the first place.

H Mining landfill

“Eventually we hope to be able to mine landfill sites
for plastic, and we've had a discussion with a dredging
company, with the idea that they would collect the plas-
tic in ports and turn it into fuel on board"”

Traffic light in the brain

active and reactive stopping: "Reactive stopping refers
to a situation in which the animal stops in reaction to an
external signal. Proactive stopping, on the other hand,
develops according to the internal goals of the subject”

In their specific setup, the rats were trained to press
a lever and to stop if a specific signal was given. Anoth-
er signal indicated that the rat was supposed to keep
pressing the lever. With the help of optogenetics, the
research group was able to deactivate specific geneti-
cally altered brain cells using light. The scientists system-
atically switched off certain subareas of the PFC to test

- : -.’p-L_. )z,._:

The U.S. Navy and even some cruise ships already
operate on-sea recycling systems which take the waste
of its crew and passengers and heats it up to tempera-
tures of more than 5000C to turn it back into a re-usable
form.

The Canadian company behind system, called Py-
roGenesis, is planning plasma plants across the world,
which could process up to 100 tons at a time.

(Source: The Telegraph)

the influence of these respective regions on the deci-
sion-making process.

M Specific PFC regions

The deactivation of specific PFC regions significantly
altered the performance of the animals: The inhibition
of regions in the infralimbic cortex (IL) or the orbitofron-
tal cortex (OFC) impeded the ability of the rats to react
to external signals. Deactivation of the prelimbic cortex
(PL), on the other hand, caused a premature reaction in
the majority of the rats.

Furthermore, the researchers employed electro-
physiological measuring methods and observed that
neuronal activity in the PL significantly decreased pri-
or to the premature reactions when all regions were
intact.

These insights support the hypothesis that the
infralimbic cortex and the prelimbic cortex play an
opposing role to that of the orbitofrontal cortex:
While the IL and the PL direct proactive behavior
in reaction to external signals, the OFC controls
reactive behavior. Thus, their study might serve as
a basis for new approaches in the investigation of
impulse control disorders such as attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) or obsessive-com-
pulsive disorders (OCD).

(Source: EurekAlert)

ICT Minister Reveals Significant Slump in Using Immoral Websites in Country

National Information Network is a secure and safe bed-
rock for meeting demands of people in the country
which is offered with fair and reasonable price.

Minister of Communications and Information Tech-
nology (ICT) Dr. Mahmoud Va'ezi announced the above
statement and said: “With the studies made in this re-
gard, the rate of referring to the immoral internet sites
has experienced a considerable slump in the country in
the past three decades”

It should be noted that the second phase of Iran’s
National Information Network (National Internet) was
launched on Feb. 6 during a ceremony attended by the
country’s ICT minister Mahmoud Va'ezi.

Speaking in the unveiling ceremony of 12 projects
of MTN-IRANCELL operator entitled "Action and Imple-
mentation” concurrent with the 38th glorious victory
anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, he added: “In the
field of national information network, we are witnessing
the prosperity and boom in all fields”

Turning to the unveiling ceremony of first phase of
National Information Network during “Government

Week" and subsequently, operation of second phase
of this national network during current Ten-Day Dawn
ceremonies (marking the glorious victory of the Islamic
Revolution), he said: “National Information Network will
be implemented within the framework of objectives of
resistance economy, action and implementation.”
According to the statistics, the rate of referring to
immoral websites has decreased to a great extent in
the country and it is believed that this rate should be

decreased more than the current rate”

Elsewhere in his remarks, the minister pointed to the
measures taken by this leading operator, IRANCELL, in
the field of development of new high-speed internet
generation entitled “TD-LTE" in 132 cities of the country
and said: "With the studies made in this regard, this
giant national project has removed worries in the field
of accessing national information network”

The ICT minister also pointed to the presentation of
4G network in 350 cities of the country as a giant step
taken in this field and said: “Increasing the use of data
in recent months after commissioning the first phase of
National Information Network indicates the prepared-
ness of noble nation of Islamic Iran in using the services
presented”

In the end, Minister of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology (ICT) Dr. Mahmoud Va'ezi pointed
to the development of ICT Market in the country and
put the value of this market in the beginning of the 11th
government dubbed “Hope and Prudence” between
17-18 billion tomans.
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Why work is the place we
feel the worst

Are you happy while you work? The answer to that ques-
tion may depend on when you're being asked it. Significant
amounts of research suggest that people are — overall — hap-
py with their jobs and get a sense of purpose from work. But
our research suggests it's not so simple.

The way that our study differs from many others is in the
way we carried it out. Most research on happiness relies on
surveys that ask people to reflect back on and evaluate their
experiences “"these days” or “nowadays”. In doing so, re-
spondents usually attach weight to events that are related to
their overall sense of well-being or satisfaction with their lives.

These studies find consistent evidence that paid work
plays an important role in people’s happiness and overall
life satisfaction. The research also finds that becoming un-
employed results in a precipitous decline in well-being from
which — unlike most other changes in personal circumstances
— people do not fully recover.

Paid work is a central part of most people’s lives, so it
should not be surprising to find that it is critical to the way
we feel about ourselves and our sense of well-being. Perhaps
it is because work generates a feeling of being worthwhile,
leading to a sense of meaning or purpose in life.

To find out how people feel when they are at work —in the
moment —one of us (George) designed an app called Mappi-
ness, which allows people to record their well-being on-the-
go via a smartphone. This enabled us to capture and analyze
people’s feelings at the time they are doing an activity, rather
than on reflection afterwards.

(Source: The Conversation)

Mosquito research to
accelerate development of
new vector control tools

Faced with the rapidly developing problem of insecticide re-
sistance among the mosquito populations responsible for
the spread of malaria throughout Africa, the need for new
insecticides and other vector control tools is critical. At pres-
ent, the assays used to evaluate new products, and to assess
the impact of insecticide 7
resistance on their perfor-
mance, are limited to basic
laboratory tests.

It is now known that «
these are poorly linked to
the ultimate activity of the
product or its effect on
mosquitoes in the field.
Led by Professors Philip
McCall and Hilary Ranson
at LSTM, and working in
close collaboration with
Professor David Towers'
group at the University of
Warwick's School of Engineering, the team aim to develop
far a more robust and biologically relevant approach that will
define accurately how a product is likely to function opera-
tionally.

Entitled Accelerating time to market of new vector control
tools by strengthening the Phase | evaluation, this US$2m
Gates Foundation grant will support the application of vid-
eo-tracking methods to quantify precisely the effects on
mosquito behavior of any chemical or device, allowing ex-
ceptional insight into its mode of action.

The effects on mosquitoes will be evaluated beyond the
current practice of measuring only the immediate killing ef-
fects, by exploring a range of potential additional delayed
or sub-lethal effects that could eventually impact on malaria
transmission.

The project is founded on technological advances the
LSTM-Warwick team developed during their previous collab-
oration on the EU-funded Avecnet consortium, and closely
allied to ongoing research funded by MRC and new collabo-
ration MIRA, funded by the Wellcome Trust.

(Source: news-medical.net)

Halley’s comet? Nope. New
discovery is 100,000 times
bigger

Astronomers in Germany have found a massive, comet-like
object packed with the essentials of life: Water, nitrogen, car-
bon, oxygen and sulfur.

The icy object has been ripped apart, scattering debris
near a burned-out star. It's also similar in composition to the
famed Halley's comet, but is about 100,000 times larger and
contains more water.

Astronomers in Garching, Germany, used NASAs Hubble
Space Telescope to make the discovery. They say the debris
from the object is polluting the white dwarf, or a star — such
as the sun — that runs out of nuclear fuel. The white dwarf is
located about 170 light years away from Earth.

It's the first time scientists have discovered comet-like ma-
terial in a white dwarf's atmosphere. About a quarter to a half
of white dwarves are polluted by the debirs of asteroid-like
bodies.

The discovery also suggests there could be planets that
have survived the star’s demise. Those planets, the astrono-
mers said, may have drawn the icy object toward the white
dwarf.

The cosmic find also tells researchers there may be a belt
of comets orbiting the burned-out star similar to the solar
system’s Kuiper Belt, near Neptune. The comets from the Kui-
per Belt, NASA said, may be responsible for providing water
and other material that served as the basis for the creation of
Earth billions of years ago.

The researcher who led the discovery team, Siyi Xu, said
this is the first time nitrogen has been found in debris falling
onto a white dwarf

(Source: USA Today)
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The patriots

TEHRAN — A female stork
d e s k and her mate who stay in the
town all year round even during cold seasons
are well-known as patriots among locals in the
western city of Marivan, Kordestan province.

Once again human beings throwaway culture
ruined an animal’s life. In this case one of the
female stork’s long legs got hurt with some kind
of trash wrapped around them and resulted in
her inability to fly properly for long distances.

Her crippling condition continued to haunt
her as she was not able to build a perfect nest
for her four newly hatched chicks and sadly the
nest fell down by the wind storm and the four
baby storks died.

According to the locals the female stork got
pretty depressed and refused to migrate during
winter and opt to stay in the town all year round.
Her faithful mate also stood up for her and now
the two who have stuck together for five years
are pretty well known among the locals as the
patriots who would never leave their hometown.
Locals deem their passionate love for each other
incredible.

Zarivar Lake, also known as Zaribar, is a major
tourist attraction in Marivan which is also home to
storks during warm seasons.

:HPHOTO

Azin Haqgiqi

Tehran Times photographer

During warm seasons some 5,000 storks wing their ways to Zaribar Lake. They used to make their nests around the
lake mountainous areas, however locals started to build nests for them in the town and currently many of them live
in the nests inside the city.

—

Locals keep close tabs on the patriots and provide them with food particularly The patriots make peace with their situation and live in harmony with There are tens of stork nests all through the town which are vacant and
during winter and take care of their nest. the locals. waiting for the storks to come back next year.

The female stork is flying over the town. Looking at the trees you can see storks’ nests beautifully placed among the | Locals are very protective of the storks and even during winter they take
dormant branches of the trees. care of the vacant nests and prepare them for the storks’ comeback.
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Saudi regime regards opponents of Israeli
policies as enemy: Abdul-Malik Badreddin

-

The leader of Yemen's Ansarullah (Houthi)
movement says the House of Saud regime
is in cahoots with Israel, and therefore con-
siders anyone opposing the policies of the
Tel Aviv regime as its own enemy.

Addressing his followers in a Friday
afternoon speech in the northern city of
Sa'ada and on the occasion of Martyrs’
Day, Abdul-Malik Badreddin al-Houthi
stated that the House of Saud regime
turns hostile toward any nation that re-
sists the hegemonic acts of the United
States and Israeli authorities in the Mid-
dle East region.

He dubbed the Saudi regime military
aggression against his country as one
that is actually led by Washington sup-
ported by Tel Aviy, stressing that nothing
could justify such an onslaught against
the Yemeni people.

Abdul-Malik Badreddin also empha-
sized that Saudi Arabia and its advocates
are trying to divest the Yemeni people of
their freedom, national pride, mother-
land as well as their country’s geo-polit-
ical weight.

“They want to transform us into peo-
ple who have no will in any issue of their

pets and slaves of the enemies!
Abdul-Malik  Badreddin  underlined
that the Saudi regime military aggression
will never succeed to deal a blow to the
Yemenis' steadfastness and resistance.

A
-4 foe

“Yemenis depend on their will and
perseverance more than ever. Yemenis
have proved to the whole world that
they will never surrender to aggressors.
We are targeted by enemies because we

want to be free and independent. Yem-
enis will never accept humiliation and
submission to invaders,” he said.

The leader of the Ansarullah move-
ment went on to say that Yemeni soldiers
and fighters from allied Popular Commit-
tees have inflicted heavy casualties on
enemies, and destroyed many of their
advanced military vehicles during battles
with Saudi forces.

Abdul-Malik Badreddin said Yem-
en’s enemies will continue to suffer
from the dire consequences of their
military campaign against the country,
economic woes in particular, saying the
aggressors have now come to realize
that war on Yemen will cost them dear-
ly.

He said Yemenis are building capabil-
ities in the fight against aggressors, ex-
pressing hope that Yemeni forces will un-
veil a domestically-developed unmanned
aerial vehicle in the near future.

According to the United Nations hu-
manitarian coordinator for Yemen, Jamie
McGoldrick, the  Yemeni conflict has
claimed the lives of 10,000 people and
left 40,000 others wounded.

lives. No decision-making power. They
want us to be puppets who obey what
they want,” Abdul-Malik Badreddin com-
mented.

The Ansarullah leader also leveled stri-
dent criticism against those Yemenis who
are collaborating with Saudi Arabia in its
devastating bombardment against Yem-
en’s infrastructure, saying they are "pup-

Abdul-Malik Badreddin: House of Saud regime
is in cahoots with Israel, therefore considers
anyone opposing Tel Aviv policies as its own

enemy. Saudi regime military aggression will
never succeed to deal a blow to the Yemenis’

steadfastness and resistance.

McGoldrick told reporters in Sana‘a
on January 16 that the figure is based on
lists of victims gathered by health facilities
and the actual number might be higher.

The Saudi regime war on Yemen was
launched in an attempt to bring back
the country’s former government to
power.

(Source: Press TV)

Recent polls reflect surging popularity of ultra-right
political parties in Sweden and the Czech Republic af-
ter France’s far-right Leader Marine Le Pen widened her
lead ahead of the presidential election.

A wave of surveys released this week across Eu-
rope confirm earlier assessments that the populist
scourge gripping the continent remains alive, the British
newspaper Daily Express reported.

This is while establishment political parties such as
Angela Merkel's Christian Democratic Union (CDU) con-
tinue to struggle in approval ratings.

According to a recent poll, nationalist parties in the Czech
Republic are gaining a record level of popularity while anti-EU
parties in ltaly continue contending for the top spot.

The report came after the European Parliament pro-
posed the diversion of more funds from the European
Union budget towards “tackling populism. The chamber
says the persisting trend towards nationalism among EU
member nations is threatening to split the bloc apart.

In France, National Front party Leader Le Pen broadened
her lead by five percent as the nation’s most popular single
candidate, according to an Ifop survey released on Thursday.

Ultra-right parties in EU nations score surging popularity in recent surveys

Le Pen, considered by some as a shock candidate for
the French presidency, registered 26 percent of support
from those surveyed compared to 21 percent expressed
for centrist politician Emmanuel Macron and only 18
percent for scandal-hit conservative Francois Fillon.

The campaign of the far-right leader in France has
gained momentum by appealing to concerns about immi-
gration and perceived threat to the French culture, loss of
EU sovereignty and by tying joblessness to globalization.

In the Czech Republic, the far-right Freedom and Di-
rect Democracy (SPD) recorded a popularity rating of
eight percent in a survey released by Medea, making it
the fourth largest in the country. The party, however, still
lags far behind the pro-EU, centrist ANO party, which leads
other political parties with a 28-percent popularity rating.

In Sweden, the nationalist Swedish Democrats Party
recovered from a recent slump in polls by registering
a 17-percent popularity rating in a Sifo survey, a figure
well below its highest rating of 25-percent recorded last
November. The country is due to hold elections in 2018.

The same survey showed the popularity of the Center
Party, a pro-refugee liberal movement, had climbed to

A& T

12 percent despite the country’s struggles with migration
issues, representing the party’s highest rating since 1982.
In Italy, latest polls showed the anti-EU Five Star
Movement still tying neck-and-neck with the ruling so-
cialists on 30 percent each as the country gears up for a

potential snap election.
(Source: Daily Express)

More than 100,000 demonstrate against Ahok in Indonesia

More than 100,000 Indonesians have

known as "Ahok’, the governor is on trial for

voters to choose Yudhoyono or Baswedan.

Protests against him drew hundreds

gathered for mass prayers at Jakarta's
national mosque, where religious leaders
urged them to back a Muslim candidate
in a vote next week to select the capital’s
governor.

Organizers decided to hold Saturday’s
gathering at Istiglal Mosque after police
banned a planned street rally by those
opposing incumbent Governor Basuki
Tjahaja Purnama, who is accused of in-
sulting the Quran.

An ethnic Chinese Christian popularly

alleged blasphemy but remains a leading
candidate in Wednesday’s elections.

Ahok will come up against two Muslim
contenders: Agus Harimurtri Yudhoyono
and Anies Baswedan, in a contest ana-
lysts say has shaped as a proxy fight be-
fore a presidential election in 2019.

"On February 15, we are happy to vote
for a Muslim leader,” one speaker, Maula-
na Kamal Yusuf, told the crowd.

"Jakarta will be led by a Muslim leader who
submits to the will of Allah;" he added, urging

“Jakarta will be a religious city”

By 06:00 GMT on Saturday, police of-
ficials estimated that more than 100,000
demonstrators had attended the gath-
ering, with people overflowing from the
mosqgue in the heart of Jakarta into the
surrounding streets.

Jakarta's governor is accused of say-
ing his opponents had used a verse from
the Quran to deceive voters and prevent
him from winning another term during a
meeting with residents in the city.

of thousands to Jakarta’s streets in No-
vember and December and shook the
government of President Joko “Jokowi"
Widodo.

If none of the contenders gets more
than 50 percent of votes, a run-off elec-
tion between the top-polling candidates
would be held in April.

Indonesia is the world's most populous
Muslim nation, but recognizes several
faiths, and has a large Christian minority.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

A new security order needed in the Persian Gulf

Behind the overblown rhetoric is a con-
vergence of Western bellicosity and economic op-
portunity.

After Brexit, Britain is desperately seeking to
deepen its relationships with new and emerging
markets outside Europe. Such reliable cash cows
can be found in the ‘closed, coercive, and cruel”
regimes of the GCC and Turkey. Prime Minister
May recently visited Turkey in order to sign several
trade deals. But the GCC states top the list of buy-
ers, primarily for one reason: the UK's massive arms
industry knows where to find its best clients.

Britain sees these countries as excellent markets
for UK-made weaponry. The more these states are
told to guard against an Iranian menace, the more
missile systems they'll purchase. May is cultivating
alliances based purely on divide-and-conquer hu-
bris, mercantile mentality, and short-term economic
gains, policies long pursued by her predecessors,
albeit at times with less fanfare and ideological
verve.

Strengthening "democracy” and promoting
“freedom” are cynical talking points. The UK is
the second biggest arms dealer in the world, and
the bulk of its clientele are egregious human rights
violators. Since 2010, two-thirds of British weapons
were sold to Middle Eastern nations, many of which
are listed on the UK government’s own human
rights watch list.

Unsurprisingly, there is no regard for human
rights in any of these dealings. The Brexit fallout
may facilitate this trend further, as Britain will no

longer be bound to the European Union's human
rights principles, which had restricted granting in-
dividual export licenses for sensitive weapons in the
past. In this way, and through new military instal-
lations in Oman and Bahrain, the United Kingdom
has announced its new role “east of Suez" after
it left the region in 1971.

The presence of Western powers such as the
United Kingdom and the United States in and
around the Persian Gulf has not led to a stable se-
curity order in the area. In fact, in past and pres-
ent, their presence has been a source of conflict,
aggression, and regional turmoil. A viable security
order in the Persian Gulf region cannot be imposed
from the outside and certainly not through perpet-
ually feeding an arms race. It will only come about
organically from within, established as a mutually
beneficial pact by the littoral states and other im-
mediate stakeholders.

History has already provided a model for Per-
sian Gulf states to emulate. Philosopher Arshin
Adib-Moghaddam has argued in several front-
page interviews in the Iranian press that region-
al powers could learn from the Helsinki Final Act,
which emerged from the 1975 Conference on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe. The treaty, agreed
to by 35 countries in the midst of the Cold War,
created a process whereby NATO and Warsaw Pact
member states could conduct diplomacy, reduce
tensions, and ultimately avoid military conflict on
the basis of non-intervention in internal affairs and
respect for legitimacy, borders, and territorial in-

tegrity. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) is another regional organization whose
mission and coordination could serve as an inspira-
tion to the Persian Gulf area.

The history of the region demonstrates that
security institutions that are not inclusive and col-
lective, such as the GCC, increase tensions. In the
Persian Gulf itself the security of the monarchies
of the Arabian Peninsula cannot be fully guaran-
teed if other littoral states such as Iran and Iraq
are excluded. Lasting security requires institutions
that encompass all stakeholders in the region and
that are not tainted by the politics of identity. ASE-
AN and the 35-member Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development are good templates
in that regard.

Unfortunately, the current state of affairs be-
tween Iran and the GCC nations, deliberately ex-
acerbated by the U.S. and UK governments, won't
allow this sort of forward-thinking vision. Never-
theless, the Persian Gulf region needs a security ar-
chitecture that addresses the concerns of all states.
Neither Britain nor the United States has shown any
interest in such a non-militaristic and non-inter-
ventionist approach to the region. If Iraq, Iran, and
Saudi Arabia work together, such an order could be
delivered with no external interference.

At that stage, what renowned political theorist Karl
Deutsch so aptly called a "pluralistic security com-
munity” could be achieved. Then the people of the
region could finally imagine a lasting regional order
that delivers peace.
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Turkey to hold referendum
on presidency on April 16

Turkey will hold a referendum on April 16 on proposed chang-
es to the constitution that would replace its parliamentary
system with the executive presidency sought by Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, the head of the High Election Board announced on
Saturday.

The proposal would enable the president to issue decrees,
declare emergency rule, appoint ministers and top state offi-
cials and dissolve parliament, and could see President Erdo-
gan remain in power until 2029.

Erdogan’s supporters see the plans as a guarantee of sta-
bility at a time of turmoil in the NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) member state and European Union candidate
country. Opponents fear a lurch towards a more authoritar-
ian state.

(Source: RT)

Syrian forces foil ISIL
infiltration attempts
in Latakia

The Syrian army has reportedly thwarted an attempt by the
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) to establish
a foothold in the northwestern province of Latakia, killing a
large number of the terrorists in the process.

The official Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) reported the
development on Saturday, saying the troops had managed
to push the terrorists back as the latter engaged in assaults
in three directions against separate areas in the northeast of
the province.

One ISIL incursion, SANA said, had targeted the town of
Kinsabba, situated 50 kilometers away from Latakia's provin-
cial capital of the same name.

Thanks to close cooperation between the Syrian military and
its allies, ISIL has largely been confined to its so-called head-
quarters in the country, namely the northern city of Raggah.
Late last year, it only managed to stage a comeback in the an-
cient city of Palmyra (Tadmor) in the central province of Homs.

Also on Saturday, the Syrian army and its allies led an an-
ti-terror push against the outfit's members in Palmyra, killing
and injuring dozens of them.

A military source, meanwhile, said that the joint forces had
also stricken the terrorists on Awamid Hill on the outskirts of
the capital of Homs Province. The counterterrorism raid like-
wise slew and wounded dozens of the terrorists.

Elsewhere in Homs, the Syrian air force hit other ISIL tar-
gets, killing 84 members of the terrorist group.

ISIL has been excluded from a ceasefire agreement that is
being applied all over Syria. The ceasefire was facilitated by
cooperation among Iran, Turkey and Russia.

(Source: SANA)

Iraqi police clash with Sadr
supporters in Baghdad

Iragi security forces have attacked supporters of influential
cleric Mugtada al-Sadr, who were holding a protest in the
Iragi capital, Baghdad.

Police on Saturday fired tear gas to disperse the pro-
testers, who approached Baghdad's heavily-fortified Green
Zone, which houses government buildings and foreign em-
bassies, reported the website of Arabic-language al-Sumaria
TV network.

The protest started peacefully with several speakers ad-
dressing the large crowd at Tahrir Square but it turned violent
after some of the demonstrators attempted to break through
a security cordon guarding the main road to the Green Zone.

“The demonstrators tried to cross Jumhuriya Bridge, the
security forces fired tear gas to stop them but they insisted,” a
senior police official said.

Another police official said at least 11 protesters were
wounded by rubber-coated bullets or tear gas canisters, but
added that the injuries were not serious.

Meanwhile, an Interior Ministry spokesman said that a po-
lice officer was killed in the clashes.

Sadr has urged the demonstrators to hold a sit-in in the
zone while Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has called on the
protesters to remain peaceful and to "abide by the law!

Sadr’s supporters were demonstrating to urge the gov-
ernment to amend the country’s electoral law. They argue
that the country’s current electoral rules are tailored in favor
of Irag’s major parties, which they say are involved in nepo-
tism and corruption.

Last year, hundreds of anti-government protesters broke
into the Green Zone and scaled down the walls of parliament
after lawmakers failed to approve a new government.

(Source: Press TV)

Iran, Russia, Turkey to hold
new Syrian talks in Astana
next week

Experts from the three countries and the United
Nations held a technical meeting in Astana on February 6
behind closed doors on the implementation of a ceasefire
across Syria, which came into effect late last year.

The nationwide ceasefire, which was brokered by Russia
and Turkey with the support of Iran in December 2016, is the
extended version of an earlier truce that ended years of fight-
ing in Aleppo and put the strategic city back under Damascus
control.

Syria's warring sides will resume their talks in the Swiss city
of Geneva on February 20. The upcoming negotiations will
be held under the auspices of the United Nations.

The Geneva talks were originally planned to take place on
February 8, but the United Nations Syria envoy Staffan de
Mistura said he had rescheduled them to take further advan-
tage of the fruits of the Astana discussions.

(Source: agencies)
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The Week in Quotes

"We will definitely be playing in respect of him [Foe], just like
we did in this tournament here in Gabon. I think it is clear for
everyone to understand how much respect we have for him
(Foe) as players, which is why this decision (wear number 17
Jjerseys) was taken. We are all going to continue paying tribute
to him at the Confederations Cup because that was the same
tournament during which he lost his life. The unity that led to
us winning the AFCON came from our desire to want to be at
the Confederations Cup, where we can get to pay tribute to
our fallen star”

Cameroon and Heart of Midlothian midfielder Arnaud
Djoum, who wears the late Marc-Vivien Foe's No17, speaks with
Kickoff about the Indomitable Lions" wish to pay tribute to Foe
during this summer’s FIFA Confederations Cup Russia 2017

"With my neighbours, I have not had any problem, I
am not like Messi in Castelldefels, he had to buy his house
from the neighbours because they were noisy and so he
could be alone!

Barcelona midfielder Ivan Rakitic tells Novi List about the
lengths Lionel Messi had to go to in order to get some peace
and quiet in Catalonia

"Nooo! Luckily he broke the ice, because you just stand
there. It was the World Cup, people were calling me 'David
Black-ham’, going crazy for me. I was kind of like a star. We
go into the room: 'Hello ... hello ... hello! He shook my hand,
pulled me towards him and said: ‘My daughter wants to marry
you! I said: ‘Sorry, I already have a girlfriend! He said: ‘No, no
but I have others, more beautiful’ Everyone was laughing. The
pity is we couldn't take pictures because the flash hurt his eyes,
so [ only have one!

Las Palmas midfielder Kevin-Prince Boateng speaks with
the Guardian about meeting the late Nelson Mandela during
the 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa™

"For me, just freshly coming out of the game, the
programme’s helped me to identify within myself my own
leadership skills. These women helped me see that in 18 years
playing for my country, there were so many things I learned
in the sport of soccer that can help the next generation, but
can also help myself. These women have empowered me to
believe that I have a voice, I have a force!

Former Canada goalkeeper Karina LeBlanc talks about the
second edition of the FIFA Female Leadership Development
Programme (FDLP)

‘T have loved being a footballer. Up until now, the ball was
my whole life. I'm going to give myself, body and soul to my
career as a DJ, a producer, and as a pundit, as well as develop
my line of clothing”

Former France international forward Djibril Cisse announces
his post-football career plans, speaking with Yahoo Sport

‘I can continue with my leadership style, giving my best
every day, in every training, until the end of the season. I can
keep doing it this season, but not beyond

Bayern Munich captain Philipp Lahm announces that he will
retire from football at the end of the season

"Thope for the next generation that it'll be much easier, for
my daughter and my son, maybe they'll forget it and move on.
I don't know if they'll ever understand my life or my situation,
what I've been through, because they live in totally different
worlds. If my little girl wants a toy, sometimes I say: T don't
have the money’ It's quite difficult to understand why I'm
saying that, but she needs to understand that nothing comes
easy. I'm working hard for her, so she needs to understand you
don't need 20 toys, sometimes you need just one or two and
you're still happy — it's about other things”

Liverpool defender Dejan Lovren opens up about his life as
a refugee, in a documentary courtesy of LFC TV

"Some coaches like to play golf in their spare time, others
go fishing... I go to my dental office! It takes my mind off
football for a while and I get the chance to see my patients
and colleagues — people I miss”

Iceland head coach Heimir Hallgrimsson speaks in an
exclusive FIFA.com interview about his unique way of relaxing
away from football

"When I get a lot of kicks, I feel I'm really in the game.
When people don't touch me, that means I'm not doing
well, I'm no good!

Chelsea midfielder Eden Hazard speaks after scoring
against Arsenal in a 3-1 victory at Stamford Bridge

"I'm not anxious, but I'm already thinking about the World
Cup.Iam a daydreamer; I can't stop thinking, imagining how
it would be to win a World Cup. But I will work hard, so thatI'm
prepared for 2018. I have many [ambitions]. I still have many
things to do, there’s a lot of titles to be conquered”

Barcelona and Brazil forward Neymar talks about his FIFA
World Cup™ ambitions in an exclusive interview with Red Bull

‘I am thankful to Klopp. He worked on my personality
and the psychological part. At Dortmund, I was very stressed
after a few games when we were playing really bad. Klopp
showed me the way. He supported me and told me I had
to keep my head up because good things were coming. He
helped me to become a player”

Armenia and Manchester United midfielder Henrikh
Mkhitaryan speaks with BBC's Football Focus about Liverpool
manager Jurgen Klopp's influence on his career, when they
were at Borussia Dortmund together

"I am sure that [Kovacic] will succeed Modric, as he has
incredible talent. I adore him. Although he has improved a
lot, we have not yet seen all he can give. But we will. He is the
future of Madrid. He needs time, as just three years ago, he left
Dinamo Zagreb to play at Inter and then Real”

Former Croatia captain Darijo Srna speaks with Marca
about team-mate Mateo Kovacic's potential

"Now there are a lot of sharks, and I am on the windsurfer.
[ accept this. This is our life. Last season was a fairytale, this
season is not a fairytale. But it is okay. Now it is important to
be positive without bad, bad words!

Leicester City manager Claudio Ranieri speaks about the
Foxes' change of fortunes from being English Premier League
champions to being in a relegation fight

‘I still don't know how you can eat beans in the morning!
I like your culture, I like the humour of the English people, I like
to live in England. T understand most things and, to be honest,
[ feel a little bit English sometimes”

Everton midfielder Morgan Schneiderlin jokes with the
Liverpool Echo about English culture

(Source: FIFA)
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Usain Bolt fires ‘All-Stars’
to Nitro Series win

Usain Bolt fired his team of international
All Stars’ to victory in the inaugural
Nitro Athletics Series in Melbourne on
Saturday, capping the glitzy event with a
dominant win in the 4x100m relay to pip
hosts Australia in the final standings.

Running the second leg of the relay,
the eight-times Olympic gold medal-
winner took the baton from fellow
Jamaican sprinter Asafa Powell before
Jeneba Tarmoh and Natasha Morrison
powered to the finish in front of a sell-out
crowd at Lakeside Stadium.

Having run in only the relays in the
opening two installments of the three-night
series, Bolt also took his first individual run
of the year, burning away from a modest
field for an easy win in the 150m sprint
ahead of New Zealander Joseph Millar.

The “All-Stars” finished the team-
based meeting with 3,040 points, edging
Australia by 77 points, with Bolt playing a
key role as both his team’s linchpin and
the event's «chief entertainment officer”.

But the final score was less important
than the crowds and television figures for
an event that promised to “revolutionize”
athletics by borrowing heavily from the
formula of sport and entertainment
that has underpinned Twenty20 cricket's
considerable success.

“It was brilliant, it was exciting. Tonight
came down to the last event and I think
everyone in the track and field world
really enjoyed this," Bolt, who was paid
a seven-figure sum to run in Melbourne
and was given a stake in the Series, told
reporters on the track.

“Tknew that this is what track and field
needed.

“I'm just happy the event came together
the way that it did. We know we have
improvements to do ... We're going to keep
trying to improve it along the way!"

With a sprinkling of big international
names and a number of athletes well off
peak fitness, the entertainment outweighed
the quality of the sport but the parochial
crowd warmly embraced the team rivalries
and the novel program of events.

IAAF president Sebastian Coe, battling
to lift the sport’s profile outside of the
Olympics and repair its reputation after
a series of major doping and corruption
scandals in recent years, was impressed.

‘I thought it was a terrific start,’ said
Coe, who attended the latter two nights
of the Series.

"It's an obvious thing to say but unless we
innovate we are going to become less and
less relevant and we can't afford to do that”

The three nights of the Series drew
over 23,000 spectators, nearly double the
total attendance for the entire program of
athletics events across Australia last year.

It was not without its teething
problems.

Organizers were red-faced during
Thursday’s second installment when the
meeting referee botched the score in
the final relay and awarded the night
to Australia rather than the <All-Stars),
leaving an incredulous Bolt crying foul.

The error was corrected, putting the
<All-Stars’ rightly on top, but not before
the live broadcast was finished and much
of the crowd had filed out of the stadium.

With <power play’ events awarding
double points to winners and an
unorthodox program of mile eliminations,
mixed distance medleys and 300m relays,
there was inevitably confusion at times
among some athletes and fans.

Bolt, who is contracted to bring

his <All-Stars’ to Australia for the next
two years, said he hoped to make the
event international and attract overseas
investors.

But with his retirement after the world
championships in London, his absence
from the track will be a big test for the
Series’ ambitions.

“In my lifetime, I've not seen anyone
grab the sporting landscape, probably
not since Muhammad Al said British
distance running great Coe.

“The big challenge is to make sure
that when we don't have Usain out there,
that the world recognizes that the sport is
full of extraordinary talent”

(Source: Reuters)

Pep Guardiola: Manchester City getting
back to best since Everton loss

Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola
has said he believes his side have
produced much more of the kind of
football he is looking for in recent weeks.
City are unbeaten in four games
since suffering a 4-0 loss at Everton last
month, including a 3-0 win at Crystal
Palace in the FA Cup and a 4-0 victory
at West Ham in the Premier League.
They were also impressive in a
home draw against Tottenham, and
dominated against Swansea in a game
they won late on.
And Guardiola told reporters: “When
[ see the first half against Swansea, it is
what I want. We monopolised the ball, we
arrive six, seven, eight times to the byline.
“We did not create too many chances

because it is so difficult with 10 players
there and there was a big difference in
the second half [performance] from the
first, so we need more consistency.

“But since Tottenham at home, West
Ham and Crystal Palace, I think we are
more stable, we control more”

Top scorer Sergio Aguero has not
started any of the last three games,
with new signing Gabriel Jesus taking
the chance to shine.

“I'am not thinking too much about
individual players -- T think about the
next game, our rhythm, our way to play
that has been much better in the last
period and try to help the players to be
ready. We will need all of them”

(Source: Soccernet)

Stampede at Angolan stadium kills
17, injures scores

least 17 people died and scores were
injured in a stampede at an Angolan
football match on Friday when hundreds
of supporters stormed the stadium
gates, a medical official said.

The crowd in the northern city of
Uige pushed against barriers after failing
to gain entry before the start of the
match, state news agency Angop said.

Many fell and were trampled, it said.

Ernesto Luis, director general of the
local hospital, told Reuters people had
suffocated in the crush.

"Some people had to walk on top of
other people. There were 76 casualties,
of whom 17 died,’ he said. Five of the
injured were in a serious condition.

Witnesses said the crowd trying
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to gain access would have taken the
stadium past its 8,000 capacity.

“When we wanted to go in, we
found a barrier. The first row of people
fell down... I was in the third layer (of
people), said 37-year-old fan Jodo
Silva, who survived the crush with a
broken foot.

Domingos Vika, 35, who broke a
hand, added: "When they gave the
opportunity for everyone to come in,
we were all packed at the gate already”

The match between Santa Rita de
Céssia and Libolo was part of Angola’s
first division championship.

Police and football officials were not
immediately available for comment.

(Source: Reuters)
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U.S. wrestlers ready for World

Cup: Bill Zadick

. Bill Zadick, the national

sk freestyle coach of USA
\/\/restlmg and the head coach of the
team going to World Cup in Iran, says
that his men are well-prepared for the
World Cup.

The 2017 Freestyle World Cup will
take place in Kermanshah, western Iran,
on February 16 and 17.

“We're prepared, we're set to go.
When [ heard that we were initially
denied, it was disappointing. But the
diplomacy of the Iranian Wrestling
Federation going to their government
and lobbying on our behalf worked well
and [ believe that the Iranian government
themselves understand the significance
of our sport to their own culture. So I
think they want to have us," Zadick said.

Coach Zadick has been a part of
that history. He competed in the 2001
Takhti Cup in Iran as an athlete and has
traveled with teams to Iran over the
years. USA Wrestling has been in Iran to
compete 15 times since the 1979 Iranian
Revolution, while Iranians have come to
the US as guests of USA Wrestling 16
times since the 1990s.

Asthe US athletes head forlran, Zadick
says it helps for them to understand that
wrestling is one of Iran's national sports
and that wrestling fans there are well-
educated about wrestling’s top talents.
“They know whos coming. The World
Cup is the top eight teams in the world,
so the Iranian fans will know every
athlete from every country. It makes it a
great environment for us”

Zadick recalled a scene in Tehran
when 17,000 fans crammed into a
wrestling arena meant to hold 13,000:
‘It was an amazing crowd with amazing
energy”

>

The 13 US athletes will face stiff
competition in this World Cup. They are
Jjoined in Pool A by the world's top teams,
namely Russia, Azerbaijan and Georgia.
Pool B features teams from Iran, Turkey,
India and Mongolia. Winners of each
pool face off in the championship match.

As the controversial US travel ban

,.,': o ' _,-

o

and Iran’s tit-for-tat denial of team visas
illustrates, politics does sometimes
intrude on the world of sports. But rather
than a political adversary, Zadick says he
seeslran as a partner. "I think focusing on
our similarities across the globe is how
we are going to produce a better world
and more unity, and so for my team and

for what I'm doing, I'm focusing on that!

"Each of us wants to win. When
you step on the mat and the whistle
blows their athletes fight hard and we
fight hard, I think there’s a lot of mutual
respect because of that. You always know
you're going to see fierce competition,”
the coach concluded.

Pishgaman Cycling Team facing suspension

. The Iranian Pishgaman Cycling Team

5 are facing suspension after a second
of their r|ders retumed a positive anti-doping test within
a 12-month period.

The Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) confirmed on
Friday that Pishgaman Cycling rider Rahim Emami failed
an in-competition test for anabolic androgenic steroids
at the Jelajah Malaysia event on October 18, 2016.

Emami placed fourth overall in the 2016 Jelajah Ma-
laysia after winning the opening stage on the date of
the failed test. Three of his team mates took first, second
and third on general classification.

“In accordance with UCI Anti-Doping Rules, the rider
has been provisionally suspended until the adjudication
of the affair’ read a UCI statement.

"This constitutes the second AAF for a member of

the UCI Continental Team Pishgaman Cycling within a
twelve-month period”
Previously, Naser Razavi from the UCI Continen-

tal-level team had failed a test for anabolic androgenic
steroids on December 11 2015. Razavi was handed a
four-year ban for the infringement, cyclingweekly re-
ported.

According to UCI anti-doping rules, the whole squad
will now face a suspension from competition for a mini-
mum of 15 days and a maximum of 45 days.

A decision on the length of ban will be made by the
UCI's Disciplinary Commission “in due course”.

Tougher anti-doping rules were introduced in Janu-
ary 2015 so that a team could be given a penalty when
two or more riders fail an anti-doping test. The new
measures discourage organized doping within teams
and also prompt teams to ensure their riders compete
clean, rather than the onus being entirely on the indi-
vidual rider.

Tehran derby is the biggest game of Iran football, says Branko Ivankovic

. Persepolis head coach Branko Ivankovic
S k believes that his side’s sole objective in
the b|ggest game of Iran Professional League is to win it.
"This is the most important game of Iran Professional
League with hundreds of millions of supporters so there
is already a lot of motivation for the player to show their
best on the pitch,” Branko told reporters in the Tehran
derby pre-match press conference.
"Both teams have earned this match with a couple
of successive wins in the previous games. Esteghlal
have booked their place in the AFC Champions League

Group stage after the win against Al-Sadd on penalties
so they are quite motivated to continue their winning
run,” the Croatian coach added

"Esteghlal are in a better situation compared to the
first leg match. They have changed their starting line-
up with young motivated players but we have only one
goal and that is to win the match. We deserve to be at
the top and I promise our fans to make every effort to
win the derby on Sunday," Branko added.

Persepolis are top of the IPL table with 47 points, 13
points clear of Esteghlal.

Tehran derby has more than three
points, says Esteghlal coach

who has not suffered defeat against
Persepolis as coach so far, believes that
Tehran derby is an intense match which
has more than three points.

“We are far better than the previous
derby as we have changed our style
of play and a couple of key players.
I believe this time it is a 50-50 game
regardless of the positions of the teams
inthe table. For the fans, this game have

added.

Mansourian told reporters in the pre-
match press conference.

‘As both teams are in good shape we
are expecting an enjoyable game with
a lot of goals scoring opportunities,” he

Esteghlal will take on Persepolis in
the 84th Tehran derby in the 21st week
of Iran Professional League on Sunday
in Azadi Stadium at 15:00 local time.

4

on Saturday.

B Groups:

Basketball World Cup 2017 during the
Draw Ceremony held in Cairo, Egypt

Group A: Americas TBA, New
Zealand, South Korea, France

Iran learn rivals at FIBA U19
Basketball World Cup

'WORLD
EGYPT2017

DRAW CEREMONY .
GROUP B

. Estegh\al head coach  more than three points, sometimes it is . Iran knew their rivals Group B: Germany, Egypt, Puerto
S k Alireza  Mansourian,  the same as winning the title for them,’ e s k at the FIBA U19 Rico, Lithuania

Group C: Canada, Japan, Spain,
Mali
Group D: Iran, Angola, Italy, the

The 16-team event will take place U.S.
from July 1-9 in the Egyptian capital city.
Iran have been drawn in Group D
along with the U.S., Angola and Italy.

The FIBA U19 World Championship
is a men’s under-19 only basketball
competition organized by FIBA. From
its inauguration in 1979 until 2007 it
was held every four years. Since 2007
it has been held biennially.

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

Chess is popular sport in
Iran: FIDE President

Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, President of the International Chess Fed-
eration (FIDE), says that he has become very happy after Iran
requested to host Women's World Chess Championship 2017
since chess is popular in the country.

The Women's World Chess Championship 2017 started
on Friday in Tehran and will run until March 5.

The knock-out tournament will have the participation of
some of the world's top players, including the former Women's
World Champions Alexandra
Kosteniuk  (Russia), Anna
Ushenina  (Ukraine), Zhu
Chen (Qatar) and Antoaneta !
Stefanova  (Bulgaria), the &
current  Women's  World ¢
Rapid and Blitz Champion
Anna Muzychuk, the winner
of the FIDE Grand Prix
Series 2015-2016 Ju Wenjun
(China), the three-time
Russian champion and two-
time European Champion
Valentina Gunina and other
leading grandmasters.

Sarasadat Khademalshar- n
ieh, Atousa Pourkashiyan and Mitra Hejazipour will represent
Iran in the prestigious event.

"It was a good news hearing that the Iranian chess federation
wanted to host the world championship. Chess is popular in Iran
and has a long history in the country. The Iranian well-known
poet Ferdowsi talked about chess in Shahnameh in the 11th
century," llyumzhinov said in the opening ceremony.

“Iran also successfully hosted the Women's Grand Prix
last year and it is another reason why we became happy
to receive Iran's request to host the competition,” FIDE
President added.

(Source: Tasnim)

Jamshidian wins silver
at Asian Track Cycling
Championship

Amirhossein Jamshidian claimed Iran’s fifth medal in the
37th Saksham Asian Track Cycling Championship held at the
Cycling Velodrome on Friday.

In the Junior Men's Omnium, Iogan Shtein from Kazakhstan
claimed the gold medal with 137 points. Jamshidian won the
silver earning 128 points and Malaysian Muhammad Nur
Aiman Rosli seized the bronze with 111 points.

Iran won two gold medals and three silvers in the
competition.

Jamshidian won a gold medal in the Junior Men'’s Scratch
Race 10km.

Mohammad Daneshvar Kohram snatched a gold medal in
the Men’s 1 Km Time Trial.

Mohammad Rajablou took a silver medal in the Scratch
Race 10km - Men Elite.

Jamshidian won a silver in the Junior Men’s Omnium. Iran’s
Elite Team Sprint also seized a silver medal in the competition.

Korea topped the medals tally bagging nine gold, 13 silver
and eight bronze medals, followed by China with eight gold,
three silver and three bronze medals.

The Asian Cycling Championships (ACC) is an annual
continental cycling championships for road bicycle racing
and track cycling since 1963, exclusively for Asian cyclists
selected by the national governing body (member nations of
the Asian Cycling Confederation).

The competition brought about 600 cyclists from 20 Asian
countries in Delhi, India together.

(Source: Tasnim)

Nima Daghestani joins
Panegialios

Iranian defender Nima Daghestani has joined Greek Football
League side Panegialios.

The 18-year-old left defender has penned an 18-month
contract with Panegialios for an undisclosed fee.

Daghestani was a member of Saba football team in
Iran Professional League but left the team to have more
playing time.

He has also played in Frenz United FC of Malaysia.

Panegialios is a football club based in Aigio, Greece and
has a long tradition in Greek football championships.

The team has several appearances in the Greek Super
League (former A" Ethniki), 2nd Division and 3rd Division.

Additionally the team has reached twice the semi-final of
the Greek Cup competition.

Panegialios is one of the most successful and popular
teams in Achaea and Peloponnese.

(Source: Tasnim)

Ghasem Rezaei third in
Greco-Roman rankings for
January

Iranian Greco-Roman wrestler Ghasem Rezaei maintained
his third place in Greco-Roman rankings for January in the
United World Wrestling.

The 31-year-old Rio 2016 Olympics bronze medalist stood
behind Artur Aleksanyan from Armenia and Cuban Yasmany
Lugo Cabrera in the rankings.

Iran’s Rezaei defeated Sweden’s Carl Fredrik Stefan Schoen
to win the bronze medal in the Men’s Greco-Roman 98kg
category in the Rio games.

Iranian freestyle wrestler Hassan Yazdani, who won a gold
medal in 2016 Olympic Games, has also maintained his
position in the 74kg weight category.

(Source: Tasnim)
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“Starless Dreams”
to go on screen at
| ZagrebDox

TEHRAN — ‘Starless Dreams”

d e s k py Iranian filmmaker Mehrdad
Oskui will go on screen in ZagrebDox 2017, an
international documentary film festival taking place
in Zagreb from February 26 to March 5.

The documentary, which has been awarded at
many international events, will go on screen in the
Teen Dox category of the festival.

“Starless Dreams” shows the lives of seven
young teenage girls sharing temporary quarters
at a rehabilitation and detention center on the
outskirts of Tehran.

Iranian films to
compete in U.S.
festival

. TEHRAN — Three Iranian films

sk will go on screen at the Second
Rldgeﬂeld Independent Film Festival (RIFF), which
will be held in Ridgefield, Connecticut, the U.S. from
May 19 to 21.

Iranian feature films “Cold Breath” directed
by Abbas Raziji and “The Descendants” by Yaser
Talebi and Zaniar Lotfi's short film “Cradle” will be
screened during the festival.

. TEHRAN — Iranian
sk documentary “Overruled” co-

d|rected by Farnaz and Mohammadreza Jurabchian
is on screen at the Low Cost Film Festival (LCFF),
which is underway in Barcelona, Spain.

“Overruled” is about the lives of some young
Afghan refugees in Iran. They work as ball boys in
tennis clubs in Tehran, so they have learned how
to play tennis. But the problem is they are not
accepted in this society in any way and will always
remain as outsiders.

The festival ends today.

Gere faults Trump for
blurring meaning of
‘refugee’ and ‘terrorist’

BERLIN (Reuters) — Actor and activist Richard Gere
said on Friday that U.S. President Donald Trump has
managed to merge the meaning of the words “refugee”
and “terrorist” in the minds of many Americans.

Gere also told a news conference at the Berlin Film
Festival just before the world premiere of his new film
“The Dinner” that he found it discouraging to see
term “refugee” go through such a dispiriting change of
meaning in the United States.

"The most horrible thing that Trump has done is
conflated two words — refugee and terrorist,” Gere, 67,
told more than 100 journalists. "It means the same thing
in the U.S. now. That's what he's accomplished to a large
segment of our population”

Trump ordered a travel ban on refugees and citizens
from seven Muslim-majority countries on Jan. 27. A U.S.
appeal court in San Francisco refused to reinstate a
temporary ban on the order. Trump criticized the court
decision.

"A 'refugee’ used to be someone that we had empathy
for ...someone we wanted to help who we wanted to give
refuge to,” Gere said.

"..Now we're afraid of them and this ...is the biggest
crime in itself: conflating these two ideas”

Gere met Chancellor Angela Merkel this week while
in Berlin for the festival. She told Trump in a phone call
two weeks ago the global fight against terrorism was
no excuse for banning people from Muslim-majority
countries.

In the film “The Dinner”, Gere plays a famous politician
who meets his wife and his brother at a hip restaurant to
discuss a horrible crime committed by their sons.

In an interview with Reuters before the news
conference, Gere said he was encouraged by protests in
the United States against Trump's policies.

‘I am essentially an optimist so I am seeing this as an
opportunity for people to show up the day after he was
inaugurated,” Gere said. “There were millions of people in
the streets in New York. It wasn't angry demonstrations.
It was positive demonstrations that were kind of a unity
of purpose.”

More than a million migrants, many of them fleeing
conflict and persecution, have arrived in Germany over
the last two years.

“The Dinner” is one of 18 films at the ‘Berlinale’,
competing for Golden and Silver Bears. The festival runs
until Feb. 19.

promises better worlid

. TEHRAN — Contemporary artist Bita

sk Vakili's new collection gives hope to
visitors, promismg a better world in contrast to the conflict-
ridden world of today.

The exhibit “Passageways” displayed in Tehran’s Ivan
Gallery highlights concept, revealing the contrast between
light and darkness.

"Darkness is the condition in which we are living, while
light is the optimism, which exists in the mind of people
from the Middle East, and helps us be hopeful of a change
for the better," Vakili has said in an interview with the Persian
service of Honaronline published on Saturday.

“These works look towards the future and promise
a kind of hope to find a passageway to a better future
despite all the conflicts existing in the world of today,” she
added.

"The paintings show the contrast between the outside
world and our inner world, portrayed by metal to depict
the urban life and softer medium to show our inner side;’
she said.

On using the image of fetus in her works, she explained,
“Emphasizing the image of a fetus in these paintings is a
kind of optimism. I do not mean to say that we are going
to have a better world, but I wanted to stress that life stills
goes on and there is still hope.

"The message of these works is a message of hope and
peace which says though there is darkness, we can remove
it and be hopeful. A fetus is the sign of birth and hope and
since Iam a woman, I feel the most direct thing, which can
refer to birth and hope is the fetus itself’ she remarked.

“The bridge, the passageway used in these paintings,
also shows that there is a way to pass and bridge the gap.
We Iranians have always had this power and skill to pass
through difficult situations by preserving our values and
culture, and these paintings put the spotlight on this skill
and power,” she concluded.

Writer to try his hand at theater with
“Fidel’s Beard, Merkel’s Double Chin”

. TEHRAN —Young 5

s K Tranian writer Amir- 7
Ali Nabawan will try his hand at theater
by directing a play titled “Fidel's Beard,
Merkel's Double Chin”.

The play will premiere at Tehran’s
Paliz Theater on Tuesday with a cast of
nine actors, including Masud Kermati,
Hedayat Hashemi, Farzin Mohaddes
and Sepand Amirsoleimani.

Written by Nabavian, the play is

which is raided by a burglar overnight.  designer.

about a village in an unknown land, collaborate with the troupe as a set

One day later, the villagers find out that
whatever was stolen was not originally
theirs. In addition, the son of the
headman is also missing in action.
Actor Reza Kianian will also

He is the author of the four-volume
short story collection “The Stories of
Amir-Ali”. Nabavian also collaborated
with popular TV programs "Radio 7"
and “Sad Barg".

A work from Bita Vakili's series "Passageways”

LaBeouf’s anti-Trump New York exhibit
shuttered over safety concerns

NEW YORK (Reuters) — A New York
City museum has shut down an exhibit
protesting U.S. President Donald Trump
co-created by actor Shia LaBeouf saying
the installation titled "HEWILLNOTDIVIDE.
US" had triggered threats of violence and
endangered public safety.

LaBeouf and two artists had set up
a live-streaming camera outside the
Museum of the Moving Image in Queens
on Jan. 20, the day that Trump was
inaugurated, and encouraged members
of the public to repeat “he will not divide
us” into the camera. The exhibit was
intended to continue through Trumps
four-year term.

LaBeouf was arrested on Jan. 26 after
getting into an altercation with a 25-year-

old man at the museum, according
to police. The actor allegedly pulled
the man’s scarf scratched his face and
shoved him, police said.

In a statement on Friday, the museum
said the camera had ‘created a serious
and ongoing public safety hazard!

"“While  the installation  began
constructively, it deteriorated markedly
after one of the artists was arrested on
the site of the installation and ultimately
necessitated this action, the museum
said. "Over the course of the installation,
there have been dozens of threats of
violence and numerous arrests, such that
police felt compelled to be stationed
outside the installation 24 hours a day,
seven days a week”

Nikon Plaza Ginza displays photos of Iranian deserts

. TEHRAN — An  exhibition

K underway at Tokyo's Nikon Plaza
Ginza is showcasmg photos of Iranian deserts by
Iranian photographer Afshin Valinejad.

The exhibition entitled "Deserts of Iran” opened
yesterday. It is one of his four consecutive exhibits,
which will be held at the center in the near future.

The exhibition displaying digital photos of the

Lut Desert in the central Iran will run until February
21.

The second exhibition named “Kyoto” will be
held from February 22 to March 3 and the third
exhibit "Spider” will be organized from March 4
to 14.

“Tehran’s Milad Tower” is the last exhibition,
which will be held from March 15 to 25.

PICTURE OF THE DAY ® Honaronline/Sharareh Samei

Ardeshir Rostami poses at an exhibition of his paintings and illustrations at Tehran's Khak Gallery on February 10, 2017. The exhibition titled
"Meeting” runs until February 17 at the gallery located at 1 Jila Alley, Basiri St. in the Qolhak neighborhood.

China may
increase quota for
Hollywood films

NEW YORK (Reuters) — China is
likely to raise the quota of imported
films allowed into the country, the state-
run Global Times newspaper said, a
potential fillip for Hollywood producers
who are increasingly looking to tap the
country’s fast-growing box office.

The official newspaper, citing
experts, predicted around a dozen
films could be added to the current
annual quota of 34 imported movies,
while foreign producers would get
closer to the 40 percent of ticket
revenues they receive in other
overseas markets. That would be up
from the current 25 percent.

The Global Times, a tabloid more
commonly known for writing strongly-
worded,  hawkish and  nationalist
editorials, is published by the ruling
Communist Party’s flagship paper.

Hollywood has been pushing for
more foreign firms to be screened in
Chinese theaters ahead of key talks
this year to review the current five-year
agreement, signed in February 2012.
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