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New settlements
breaches human
rights: Larijani

TEHRAN — lrani-
d e sk an Majlis Speaker
Ali Larijani said on Tuesday that the
Palestinian people are oppressed and
should be supported, noting lIsrael is
annexing more Palestinian lands in vi-
olation of human rights.

“Today, the Zionist regime of Israel
has increased exerting pressure against
the Palestinians in a way that it has ex-
panded settlement in West Bank and
Quds contrary to human rights;’ he said
during his speech at the 6th Internation-
al Conference in Support of the Palestin-
ian Intifada (Uprising) in Tehran.

He added Israel has been spread-
ing chaos in the Middle East region
and backs the terrorist groups in or-
der to cause “internal erosion” within
Islamic countries.

Larijani said Israel is trying to distract
attention from the Palestinian issue.

Elsewhere, he said that Iran’s con-
stitution highlights the importance of
making efforts in line with boosting
unity among the Muslims and uphold-
ing rights of the oppressed.

The two-day international confer-
ence has brought together around
700 foreign guests and representatives
of the pro-Palestinian organizations.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei deliv-
ered a speech at the opening of the
conference.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
and Judiciary Chief Sadeq Amoli Lar-
ijani also participated the conference.
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Ground broken for Russian-
financed 1.4GW power plant

TEHRAN — The

e sk construction of a
1,400—megavvatt thermal power plant
financed to the tune of €1.2 billion by
Russia started on Monday in the city of
Sirik, southern Iran.

Russian contractor Technopromex-
port is set to implement the project
which is estimated to be completed in
55 months. Iran had signed a mem-
orandum of understanding with the
Russian company in August 2016.

The first unit of the power plant will
be synchronized with the country’s na-
tional grid within 41 months.

A100,000-cubic-meter desalination unit
is also set to be installed in the site which

December 30, 2016.

Iran’s policy is based on deterrence: defense chief

TEHRAN — Defense Min-

S k ister Hossein Dehgan insist-
ed on Tuesday that Tehran’s military strategy
is built upon an “effective preemptive power”
with a reliance on public support.

“National power and effective preemptive
power should be maintained and military
threats should be countered with power" he
said during a speech at a national ceremony
on knowledge-based defense.

“We should create a defense system with
reliance on knowledge-based defense... and
rapid move towards innovation and promo-
tion of quality which would bring power to

us,’ he stated.

Elsewhere in his remarks, he said, "The
whole world admits that Daesh and (other)
Takfiri-terrorist groups are the most serious
threats against international security and Mr.
Trump has acknowledged that the former
U.S. government was [in fact] the founder of
these Takfiri terrorists”

Now it is the world which should make
“judgment” whether Iran, which itself is a vic-
tim of terrorism, is fighting terrorism or the
United States which accuses Iran of creating
instability, Dehgan noted.

He also said that the Zionist regime of Is-

rael is making “desperate” efforts to create a
coalition against Iran.

Despite such commotion Iran will not
abandon support for the oppressed Pales-
tinians.

"The world will never forget brutal and
inhuman crimes of the regime against the
Palestinians during the past 60 years and
considers the regime as the main instigator
of war, insecurity and crime in the region,” he
said.

Dehgan also urged the U.S. government
to stop adopting policies which has under-
mined international security.

Automation key to economic transparency: new front

By Ali Kushki

Exclusive — Iran’s economy will grow more
transparent if “automation” replaces red tape,
a spokesman with Popular Front of the Islamic
Party highlighted on Tuesday.

“For more transparency, we need to move
towards automation,” Marzieh Vahid-Dastjer-
di told the Tehran Times.

"Wherever we do things manually, we face
problems”

According to International Transparency,
Iran ranks 131 among 176 countries in terms
of corruption and transparency.

There is pressing need for the country to
introduce measures for a more transparent
economy, particularly now that the country is
emerging from years of economic sanctions
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in the wake of a 2015 international nuclear
deal with six world powers.

Economy has been a running theme in
announcements made by the front, which
declared its existence late December.

She, however, sidestepped the question if
the front had any detailed plan to implement
the automation agenda.

Health minister under the Ahmadinejad
administration, Vahid-Dastjerdi helped estab-
lish an automation system within the ministry,
outperforming other ministries in this regard.

There is popular demand for transparent eco-
nomic performance in the Iranian community.

Back in May 2016, pay slips of top manag-
ers at a state insurance company were leaked
to Iranian media.

In the weeks that followed more pay
slips mysteriously found their way into the
public domain, revealing the earnings of a
range of officials from top civil servants to
bank bosses.

| Fajr Fashion
Festival

opens in
Tehran

Mannequin torsos are on display
during the 6th Fajr Fashion Festival
at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on February
21, 2017. The festival, which will run
until February 28, is also organizing
exhibitions at Azadi Tower and Mi-
lad Tower.

will operate on the emissions from power
plant; thereby increasing its efficiency.

Iranian  Energy Minister Hamid
Chitchian and his Russian Counter-
part Alexander Novak attended the
groundbreaking ceremony, Tasnim
news agency reported.

On the sidelines of the ceremony, the
Russian minister mentioned Iran-Russia
positive economic relations saying “Trade
turnover was $2.2 billion in 2016; it grew
by nearly $7 billion, by 70 percent”

Technopromexport has a long history
of cooperating with Iran's energy sector.
The company has constructed Ahvaz's
Ramin 2,100MW and Isfahan’s Shahid
Montazeri 1,600MW power plants.

China warns against ‘double
standards’ in terror fight

TEHRAN — China’s special envoy for the Syrian crisis has
d s K warned of “double standards” in the fight against terrorism,
urging the international community to fight all designated terrorist groups with-
out exception, IRNA reported.

Die Xiaoyan who arrived in Tehran earlier this week for talks on the Syrian crisis
with senior Iranian officials made the remarks in a press conference on Tuesday.

Xie called for concerted efforts to preserve the ceasefire in Syria with a relent-
less fight against terrorists. He also hailed Iran for its efforts to end the long-run-
ning war between the Syrian government and the armed opposition groups

Under efforts mediated by Russia and Turkey and backed by Iran and Syria, a
ceasefire was brokered between the Syrian government and the opposition on

Following the successful move, Russia, Turkey and Iran made an effort to
extend the truce by bringing the two sides of the conflict together in the Kazakh
capital of Astana to hold direct talks on finding ways to end the crisis.

The negotiations ended with the three sponsors of the talks releasing a joint
statement calling for a trilateral commission to be set up in order to cement and
monitor the ceasefire.

There is a silver
lining for emerging
markets

By Arnab Das

By seemingly voting against trade
deficits, immigration, low-quality jobs
and "low-flation,” western electorates
may have unleashed a tectonic policy
shift from globalism to national reviv-
alism. Global flows of goods, services,
people, technology and corporate
and financial investment have helped
reduce the gap between emerging
markets and developed markets, but
are blamed for raising inequality within
countries. Nurtured during the era of
globalism, EM is more exposed than
other asset class to this sea change.

It remains to be seen how high any
barriers to trade, investment or immi-
gration go. US economic policy, Brexit
and key elections in the EU this year
are still unfolding. Meanwhile, market
leadership is already shifting from cen-
tral banks and multilateral arrange-
ments designed to promote global
growth and stability towards more
overtly politicized, national policies
whether they be fiscal or geopolitical.

For EM investors there is an upside
scenario to this shift. It is one marked
by a move from a so-called “risk-on/-
off” market dominated by ‘beta’ — or
sensitivity to universal factors like the
amount of quantitative easing or the
price of oil — to "alpha,” in which the
idiosyncratic performance of individu-
al economies and government policies
carry more weight in investment deci-

sions.
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Supreme Leader
1@ pays tribute to

. TEHRAN — During an international

S k conference on the Palestinian Intifada
started on Tuesday the Supreme Leader first paid tribute
to Malcom X, African-American Muslim minister and
advocate for the rights of blacks.

“Before 1 begin my speech, I would like to remind
the audience that today is the martyrdom anniversary
of Malcolm X, an American Muslim leader. I would like
to request all attendees to please recite Sura Fatiha and
Sura Tawhid for the soul of this martyr’ Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei said, according to his official website.

Russia, China main

I

suppliers of Iran’s
8 arms: SIPRI

. TEHRAN — $1.135 billion worth of
S arms over the past 10 years, data by

the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) said in a report published on Monday.

According to SIPRI, Russia and China were the top
exporters of arms to Iran between 2007 and 2016.

While the value of Iran’s weapon imports from Russia
stood at $804 million, China exported $316 million worth
of weaponry to the Islamic Republic in the mentioned
period.

[ 1 IRGC forces
. «w conduct urban
warfare drill

. TEHRAN — The Islamic Revolution

sk Guards Corps ground forces on
Tuesday practiced defending residential areas during a
simulated urban warfare.

On the sidelines of general drills, codenamed
Payambar-e-Aazam 11 (the Great Prophet 11), which
are underway in Dasht-e Kavir, the country’s sprawling
central desert, the forces were deployed to the city
of Taybad in Khorasan Razavi Province to practice
defending residential neighborhoods against potential
threats, the Tasnim news agency reported.

Military says
identified UFO in
western Iran

. TEHRAN — Iranian military sources

s l< said an unidentified flying object (UFO)
which had been seen in western Iran on Monday was a
“missile that carried a satellite to space for a Western
country”.

The announcement was made by the public relations
department of Khatam ul-Anbiya Air Defense Base.

The base’s deputy commander for operations,
Brigadier Alireza Elhami, said the object was by no
means flying in Iranian airspace. He made assurances
that the Iranian airspace is safe and there is no worry.

Rouhani to visit
Moscow in near
future

. TEHRAN — Iran’s first vice president
sk said on Tuesday that President Hassan
Rouham will visit Moscow in the near future.

Es'hagh Jahangiri made the announcement in a
meeting with Igor Ivanovich Shuvaloy, the Russian first
deputy prime minister, in Tehran, Mehr reported.

Jahangiri  maintained that developing bilateral,
regional, and international interaction and coordination
with Russia is of prime importance to the Islamic Republic.
Referring to Rouhani's prospective trip, Jahangiri voiced
hope that good agreements would be signed during
Rouhani’s visit.

Ali Jannati named
election chief of
Moderation and
Development Party

. TEHRAN — Ali Jannati, former minister

S k of culture and Islamic guidance, has
been chosen as the election headquarters chief of the
Moderation and Development Party.

The news was announced by the party’s spokesman
Esmail Shojai in an interview with Mehr news agency on
Tuesday.

Elsewhere in the interview, Shojai said the party
has not yet held regular meetings with the reform
supreme council. “But our general goal is to have serious
cooperation with the council”
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Iran supports creation of free
trade zone with EAEU

TEHRAN —  Vice
CHE kPreS|dent Es'haq

Jahangm expressed hope for a free trade
zone between Iran and the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU).

During a meeting on Tuesday with vis-
iting Russian First Deputy Prime Minister
Igor Ivanovich Shuvalov, Jahangiri said Iran
is willing to develop economic cooperation
with the EAEU members.

He also announced President Rou-
hani's plan to visit Moscow to expand Teh-
ran-Moscow economic ties, saying such
ties with Russia are of prime importance to
the Islamic Republic.

“We should trytofinalize the arrangements
for an agreement on formation of a free
trade zone between Iran and the Eurasian
Economic Union before Dr. Rouhanis trip to
Moscow/" the vice president said.

He further expressed hope that Shuv-
alov's visit to Tehran would lead to further
development of political and economic re-

d e s Kk [amic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed

Ali Khamenei, in an address to the Sixth International
Conference in Support of the Palestinian Intifada in Tehran on
Tuesday, warned that regional conflicts in the region aim to
undermine have caused the support for the issue of Palestine
and the holy ideal of Quds’ freedom to be undermined.

The full text of the leader's address is as follows:

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and
Allah’'s peace and greetings be upon the Master of All
Peoples, Muhammad al-Mustafa, and upon his immaculate
household and chosen companions

Allah the All-Wise said in the Manifest Book [The Holy Quran]:
"So be not weary, nor fall into despair for you shall have the
upper hand if you are believers” [The Holy Quran, 3: 139]. And
says the Mightiest of Speakers: “Be not weary crying for peace,
while you have the upper hand and Allah is with you and never
will He put you in loss for your deeds” [The Holy Quran, 47: 35].

In the beginning, I deem it necessary to welcome all you
dear guests, the honorable heads of Islamic organizations,
the leaders of various Palestinian groups, the intellectuals,
scholars and outstanding personalities of the world of Islam
and other personalities who fight for freedom. I welcome you
for your presence in this valuable conference.

The sorrowful story of Palestine and the excruciating
sadness felt because of the oppression against this patient,
enduring and resistant nation, truly distresses any individual
who seeks freedom, truth and justice and it thrusts an
agonizing pain and suffering upon one’s heart.

The history of Palestine is full of ups and downs, marked
by the cruel occupation of that region, the rendering
of millions of individuals homeless, and the courageous
resistance of those heroic people. An intelligent quest in
history shows that no people in any era of history have ever
been subject to such pain, suffering and cruelty. It has never
been witnessed that a country is completely occupied in a
supra-regional plot, that a people are driven away from their
home and their country and that another group of people
from remote areas in the world are brought there in order to
replace that nation. It has never been witnessed that a real
entity is ignored and that a fake entity takes its place.

But this is another dirty page in history which will be closed
with the permission and assistance of Allah the Exalted, just like
other dirty pages in history: “Falsehood is bound to perish”
[The Holy Quran, 17: 81] and He says: "My servants the right-
eous shall inherit the earth” [The Holy Quran, 21: 105].

Your conference is being held under one of the most
difficult circumstances in the world and in the region.
These days, our region - which has always supported the
people of Palestine in their fight against a global plot -
undergoing numerous upheavals and crises. The existing
crises in several Islamic countries in the region have caused
the support for the issue of Palestine and the holy ideal of
Quds’ freedom to be undermined. Attention to the result of
these crises helps us to understand which powers benefit
from the existence of these crises.

Those who created the Zionist regime in the region with
the purpose of hampering the stability, solidity and progress
of the region through imposing a long-term conflict are
behind the seditions that exist in the present time as well.
These are seditions that have culminated in the capabilities
of regional nations being used to foil one another because of
engagement in futile and meaningless conflicts.

When all these capabilities are ruined, the ground will
be prepared for strengthening the usurping Zionist regime
on a daily basis. Amid all these, we are witness to the
endeavors of well-intentioned and wise personalities in the
Islamic Ummah. They are diligently trying to resolve these
differences. But unfortunately, the complicated plots of the
enemy have managed to impose civil wars on nations by
benefiting from the negligence of some governments. These
plots have managed to pit nations against one another and
to counter the effect of the endeavors that well-intentioned
personalities in the Islamic Ummah have made.

What is significant in this regard is the effort to weaken
the position of the issue of Palestine and to give it the lowest
priority. Despite the differences that exist among Islamic
countries — some of these differences are natural, some
originate from the enemy’s plot and the rest are because of

Iatlons between the two counties.
“The Joint Economic Cooperation Com-

Leader: Hands at work to undermine Palestine cause

TEHRAN — Supreme Leader of the

negligence —the issue of Palestine can and should be the pivot
of unity for all Islamic countries. One of the achievements of
this valuable conference is announcing the first priority of the
world of Islam and freedom fighters all over the world, which
is the issue of Palestine and the creation of an atmosphere
of harmony and unanimity with the purpose of achieving
the lofty goal of supporting the people of Palestine and
their truthful and justice-oriented fight. The significance of
offering political support to the people of Palestine should
never be neglected. This issue has a special priority in today's
world. Even if Muslim and freedom-seeking nations have
different viewpoints and opinions, they can gather together
with one goal which is Palestine and the necessity to liberate
it. With the emergence of signs of the collapse in the Zionist
regime and the weakness that has dominated its main allies
— in particular the United States of America — it is witnessed
that the global environment is gradually moving towards
confronting the hostile, illegal and inhuman activities of
the Zionist regime. Of course, the global community and
regional countries have not yet managed to carry out their
responsibilities towards this humanitarian matter.

Suppressing the people of Palestine in a brutal manner,
arresting numerous individuals, looting and murdering
people, occupying the lands that belong to the Palestin-
ian nation and building settlements in them, making an
effort to change the appearance and identity of the Holy
City of Quds, Masjid al-Agsa and other holy Islamic and
Christian places, violating the basic rights of citizens and
many other abuses continue to exist. These acts enjoy the
all-out support of the United States of America and some
other western governments and unfortunately, they do not
receive a proper response from the world.

The people of Palestine are proud that Allah the Exalted
has given them a great favor by helping them to shoulder
the great responsibility of defending this Holy Land and Mas-
jid al-Agsa. The people of Palestine have no option other
than keeping the flames of fighting alight by relying on Al-
lah the Exalted and by relying on their innate capabilities, as
they have genuinely done so until today. The intifada that has
begun for the third time in the occupied lands, is subject to
more suppression than the previous two, but it is still mov-
ing forward in a bright and hopeful manner. And by Allah’s
permission, we will see that this intifada will begin a very im-
portant chapter in the history of fighting and that it will inflict
another defeat on that usurping regime.

From the beginning, this cancerous tumor has been de-
veloping in several phases until it turned into the current dis-
aster. The cure for this tumor should be developed in phases
as well. Until today, several intifadas and a constant and con-
tinuous resistance have managed to achieve very important
phased goals. The Palestinian intifada continues to gallop
forward in a thunderous manner so that it can achieve its
other goals until the complete liberation of Palestine.

The great people of Palestine — who shoulder the heavy
burden of confronting global Zionism and its bullying sup-
porters — have given an opportunity to all claimants to put
their claims to the test and they have done so in a patient
yet vigorous and solid manner. The day when “compromise
proposals” were brought up seriously with the false excuse of
realism and the necessity to accept minimum rights in order
to prevent those rights from being violated, the people of
Palestine and all those orientations which were already aware
of the inaccuracy of that viewpoint gave it an opportunity.
Of course, from the beginning, the Islamic Republic of Iran
insisted on the incorrectness of compromise strategies and
warned of their harmful effects and heavy damages. The
opportunity that was given to the compromise procedure
brought about destructive effects on the path of resistance
and the fighting of the Palestinian nation, but the only ben-
efit that it had was to prove the inaccuracy of the so-called
“realism” outlook in practice.

Fundamentally the Zionist regime was formed in a way
that it could not avoid seeking dominance, suppressing
others and violating the true rights of the Palestinians. This
is because its entity and identity are dependent on the
gradual destruction of the identity and entity of Palestine.
The illegitimate entity of the Zionist regime will continue to
exist only if it is founded on the ruins of Palestine’s identity
and entity. That is why protecting Palestinian identity and
guarding all the symbols of this truthful and natural identity is

mission of Iran and Russia should remove
the obstacles to the expansion of relations

and also offer solutions for tackling the hur-
dles;” he said.

He also hoped President Rouhani's visit
to Moscow would lead to the achievement
of good deals between the two countries,
saying Iran welcomes participation of Rus-
sian companies in its oil and gas projects.

Shuvaloy, for his turn, said the Russian
President Vladimir Putin attaches great im-
portance to ties with Iran.

“Following Mr. Putin's order to expand
economic relations between Iran and Russia
and a boost in imports of Iran’s agricultural
products to Russia and Eurasian countries,
the volume of trade between the two coun-
tries has witnessed a 30% increase, he said.

“Creating a free trade zone between Iran and
Eurasian countries can contribute to the trade
relations between the two sides;” he added.

Iran and Russia enjoy close relations that
have been reinforced in recent years. The
two countries cooperate on diverse fields
including economy, industry and military.

a necessity and a holy jihad.

As long as the name and memory of Palestine and the
bright flames of the all-out resistance of that nation are
preserved, it is not possible for the foundations of that
usurping regime to be strengthened. The problem with
‘compromise” is not only that it legitimizes a usurping regime
by violating the rights of a nation — of course, this is a grave
and unforgivable mistake in itself — rather the problem is that
it is completely at odds with the current condition of Palestine
and that it does not take into account the expansionist,
oppressive and greedy characteristics of the Zionists. However,
by grasping their opportunities, these people have managed
to prove the inaccuracy of those who support compromise.
As a result of this, a kind of national consensus has emerged
about the correct methods of fighting for asserting the true
rights of the Palestinian nation.

Now, the people of Palestine have experienced two different
paradigms in the past three decades of their history and they
have understood the proportion of those two paradigms
in relation to their conditions. The paradigm of heroic and
continuous resistance and holy intifada stands against the
compromise paradigm. The first paradigm has brought about
great achievements for that nation. It is not without reason that
these days we witness that the Resistance is being attacked
and that intifada is being questioned by notorious centers.

The enemy is not expected to act otherwise because he
is completely aware of the correctness and fruitfulness of this
path. However, we sometimes witness that some of those
orientations and even countries which seemingly advocate
the issue of Palestine but which are trying to divert the true
path of those people in reality, attack the Resistance. Their
claim is that in its decade-long life, the Resistance has not
yet managed to help Palestine achieve its freedom and
therefore, this method needs to be reconsidered.

In response, we say that although the Resistance has not
yet managed to achieve its ultimate goal — the complete
freedom of Palestine — it has managed to keep the issue of
Palestine alive. We should ask in what condition we would
be now if the Resistance did not exist. The most important
achievement of the Resistance is creating a major barrier in
the way of Zionist projects. The Resistance’s success lies in
imposing a war of attrition on the enemy. In other words, it
has managed to defeat the main plan of the Zionist regime,
namely dominating the whole region.

In this process, the essence of the Resistance and the
soldiers who engaged in resistance from the beginning
against the establishment of the Zionist regime and who
held up the flag of resistance and conveyed it to future
generations by laying down their lives- should be praised
and commemorated.

The role of the Resistance in post-occupation eras is no secret
to anyone and without a doubt, the victory of the Resistance in
the 1973 war cannot be ignored although it was a narrow victory.
Since 1982, the burden of the Resistance fell practically on the
people inside Palestine, but the Islamic Resistance of Lebanon
- Hezbollah - turned to help the Palestinians in the path of their
fight. If the Resistance had not brought the Zionist regime to its
knees, we would now be witness to its transgressions against
other regional countries — from Egypt to Jordan, from Irag, the
Persian Gulf region to other areas.

This achievement is very important, but it is not the only
achievement that the Resistance has made. The liberation
of southern Lebanon and Gaza is the attainment of two
important phased goals in the process of Palestine’s liberation.
This has helped reverse the process of the geographical
expansion of the Zionist regime.

Since the early 1980, not only has the Zionist regime
not been able to transgress against new lands, but it has
also begun to retreat. This retreat began with its humiliating
withdrawal from southern Lebanon and it continued with
another humiliating withdrawal from Gaza. No one can
deny the major and determining role of the Resistance in
the first intifada. In the second intifada as well, the role of
the Resistance was fundamental and outstanding. This was
an intifada which eventually forced the Zionist regime to
leave Gaza. The 33-day war in Lebanon, and the 22-day,
8-day and 51-day wars in Gaza were all shining pages in
the performance sheet of the Resistance. Those wars are a
source of pride for all regional nations, for the world of Islam
and for all freedom fighters in the world.

China warns against ‘double standards’ in terror fight

“Iran is a great country in the region that plays
an important role in Syria,” the Chinese diplomat said.
“China is willing to collaborate with Iran”

Noting that the situation in Syria is improving, Xie said

the ceasefire in Syria has proved effective in paving the
way for an end to the conflict.

Describing the Syrian crisis as the most complicated
issue during his career, Xie said he's hopeful the up-

coming talks in Geneva would help the establishment
of peace.

He also said that the Syrian crisis should be resolved
by Syrian people.
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Iraqi forces clear ISIL terrorists
from 8 villages west of Mosul

Iragi government forces, supported
by fighters from Popular Mobiliza-
tion Units (al-Hashd al-Shaabi), have
managed to liberate several villages
from the grip of the Islamic State in
Irag and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) ter-
rorists as they are engaged in a new
push to fully recapture Mosul and
drive the extremists out of their last
urban stronghold in the country.

The media bureau of Popular
Mobilization Units, announced in a
statement on Monday that volunteer
fighters from the 26th Brigade of the
force had wrested control over al-Sa-
haji village west of Mosul, Arabic-lan-
guage al-Sumaria television network
reported.

The statement added that eight
ISIL Takfiri terrorists had been killed
and three explosive-laden vehicles
destroyed during the operation.

Iragi government forces retook the
eastern side of Mosul last month.

Meanwhile, Iragi forces, backed
by jets and helicopters, have pushed
northwards towards Mosul airport.
The airport lies on the southern ap-
proach to Mosul, which is located
some 400 kilometers north of the
capital Baghdad, and on the east
bank of the Tigris River.

Irag’s Joint Operations Command
(JOQ) also stated that Iraqi F-16 fight-
er jets had carried out ten airstrikes
on the Wadi Akab neighborhood of
western Mosul, killing 20 ISIL terror-
ists in the process. There were several
bomb experts among the slain ex-
tremists.

The JOC said eight militant posi-
tions, six workshops used for rigging
vehicles with explosives, two explo-
sive-producing labs, a large cache of
munitions, two car bombs and two
cars loaded with weapons were de-
stroyed in the aerial assaults.
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Additionally, the Sulaymani-

yah-based Counter-Terrorism Group
(CTG) in Irag’s northern and semi-au-
tonomous Kurdistan ~ region  an-
nounced that the self-proclaimed
ISIL health minister, identified as Dr.
Salah Hassan Saglawi, and several of
his close aides had been killed in a
joint operation carried out by Kurd-
ish Peshmerga forces and the United
States-led military coalition in Mosul.

The developments came only a day
after Commander of Nineveh Liber-
ation Operation Lieutenant Gener-
al Abdul Amir VYarallah said soldiers
from the 9th Armored Division of the
Iragi Army had liberated al-Dibajah
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Federal police forces also regained
control over the villages of al-Zakrou-
tiyeh, Ebrahimiyah, Tal Kisum, Hus-
sainiyah, Sheikh Younis and Haraqgi-
yat on the western outskirts of Mosul.

M Over217,000 Iraqis displaced
since Mosul operation

Furthermore, the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA) says more
than two hundred thousand civil-
ians have fled their homes ever since
Baghdad launched an operation last
October to retake Mosul from ISIL
terrorists.

"To date, some 160,000 of the al-

most 217,000 people who have fled
hostilities since October 17 are living
in displacement, while over 57,000
have returned to their homes in new-
ly-retaken areas,” the OCHA said in a
report published on Sunday.

The report added that serious
concerns remained for the protection
of an estimated 750,000-800,000 ci-
vilians in the densely-populated west
of the city, where food, water and fuel
were already running low.

The OCHA pointed out that be-
tween 250,000 and 400,000 people
could flee the fighting in western Mo-
sul.

(Source: agencies)

Russia to rely increasingly on non-nuclear deterrent

Russia’s defense minister says the development of
the nation’s nuclear forces will remain a top priority,
but the military will rely increasingly on conventional

weapons to deter any aggression.

Sergei Shoigu said on Tuesday that weapons, such
as the long-range Kalibr cruise missiles carried by navy

strategic bombers and the

In remarks carried by

ships, long-range cruise missiles carried by Russian

Iskander missiles will play an increasingly important
role as a non-nuclear deterrent. They can carry nucle-
ar or conventional warheads.

land-based short-range
The pos

beefed up

Russian news agencies, years amid
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International Public Tender Notice (Two Stage)
“Purchase of One Set of Drive Through (High Speed) X-Ray Inspection System”

No: 46422116

Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA) intends to purchase one set of Drive Through (High
Speed) X-Ray Inspection System to Inspect trucks and containers through Public international tender according
to the following conditions. Therefore, all eligible Iranian or foreign company agencies are requested to refer to
mentioned address to obtain the tender documents.

1) Tender Participation: International Public Tender Notice (Two Stage)“Purchase of One Set of High Speed

2) The amount of Participation Guarantee Bank shall be either 7°000°000°000 Iranian Rials or 210°000 Euros

3) Tender Participation Guarantee: As a Bank Guarantee issued by one of the Iranian banks (accredited by
Central Bank of I.R.1) or be deposited to account No.4001001106370306 in the name of IRICA at the Central

4) Deadline for obtaining tender documents: 19 Feb, 2017- 24 Feb, 2017

5) The address for obtaining tender documents and submitting bid envelops: Tenders & Contracts Bureau,
Room No.104, Development & Equipment Dept. 1 st floor Iran Custom Administration Bldg. Next to Nasser
Alley, upper than Valiasr Sq. Tehran, Iran.

6) Deadline for submitting bids: 3 Apr, 2017

7) Opening bid envelopes: 4 Apr, 2017

Development and Equipment Dept. of

Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Tenders & Contracts Bureau

also “National Database Portal of Iran Tenders
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Shoigu pointed to the new missiles’ debut in the Syr-
ian conflict, saying they have proven themselves well.

t-Soviet economic meltdown left the Rus-

sian armed forces in disarray, but the Kremlin has

the military's conventional forces in recent
tensions with the West. (Source: AP)

Bahraini MPs pass
bill allowing military
trial of civilians

The lower house of the Bahraini parliament has
approved a contentious amendment to the
kingdom's constitution under which civilians
could be tried in military courts, in a latest move
to further suppress political dissent in the island
country.

The Council of Representatives (Majlis an-Nu-
wab) voted 31-1 for the measure on Tuesday,
with three lawmakers not taking part in the vote.

However, the bill has yet to be endorsed by
the 40-member Consultative Council (Majlis
al-Shura), the upper house of the parliament,
whose members are appointed directly by
Bahraini King Hamad bin Isa bin Salman Al
Khalifah.

The Bahraini king is effectively creating a po-
lice state with this de facto martial law," Sayed
Alwadaei, the director of advocacy at the Bah-
rain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD),
a London-based NGO, said in a statement re-
leased following Tuesday's vote.

The bill removes limitations in the Bahraini
constitution on who military courts can try.

Last month, a royal decree restored arrest
and investigatory powers to the National Securi-
ty Agency (NSA), Bahrain's domestic spy service.

Human rights Watch (HRW) has denounced
the decree, citing NSAs involvement in the sys-
tematic abuse of Bahraini pro-democracy activ-
ists.

"Returning arrest powers to an intelligence
agency that terrorized families and tortured de-
tainees is yet another nail in the coffin for Bah-
rain’s post-2011 reform process,” said Joe Stork,
deputy Middle East director at HRW, adding,
"Detainees will not be safe in NSA custody and
Bahrain's oversight mechanisms are no guaran-
tee of protection”

Anti-regime protesters have taken to the
streets on an almost daily basis ever since the
popular uprising began in Bahrain in February
2011

Scores of people have been killed and hun-
dreds of others wounded or detained amid Ma-
nama’s crackdown on dissent and widespread
discrimination against the country’s Shia majority.

(Source: Press TV)
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Outspoken general named
Trump’s top security
adviser

The United States President Donald Trump named Lieutenant
General Herbert Raymond McMaster as his new national secu-
rity adviser, choosing a military officer known for speaking his
mind and challenging his superiors.

McMaster is a highly regarded military tactician and stra-
tegic thinker, but his selection surprised some observers who
wondered how the officer, whose Army career stalled at times
for his questioning of authority, would deal with a White House
that has not welcomed criticism.

"He is highly respected by everybody in the military and
we're very honored to have him,” Trump told reporters in West
Palm Beach where he spent the weekend. “"He's a man of tre-
mendous talent and tremendous experience!

One subject on which Trump and McMaster could soon dif-
fer is Russia. McMaster shares the consensus view among the
U.S. national security establishment that Russia is a threat and
an antagonist to the United States, while the man whom Mc-
Master is replacing, retired Lieutenant General Michael Flynn,
appeared to view it more as a potential geopolitical partner.

Trump in the past has expressed a willingness to engage
with Russia more than his predecessor, Barack Obama.

Flynn was fired as national security adviser on Feb. 13 after
reports emerged that he had misled Vice President Mike Pence
about speaking to Russia’s ambassador to the United States
about U.S. sanctions before Trump's inauguration.

The ouster, coming so early in Trump's administration, was
another upset for a White House that has been hit by miscues,
including the controversial rollout of a travel ban on people
from seven Muslim-majority countries, since the Republican
president took office on Jan. 20.

The national security adviser is an independent aide to the
president and does not require confirmation by the U.S. Sen-
ate. He has broad influence over foreign policy and attends
National Security Council meetings along with the heads of the
State Department, the Department of Defense and key security
agencies.

B Not afraid to question the boss

Republican Senator John McCain, chairman of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee and a frequent Trump critic,
praised McMaster as an “outstanding” choice.

‘1 give President Trump great credit for this decision,” Mc-
Cain said in a statement.

A former U.S. ambassador to Russia under Obama, Michael
McFaul, a Democrat, praised McMaster on Twitter as “terrific”
and said McMaster “will not be afraid to question his boss!

McMaster, who flew back to the Washington area from Flor-
ida with Trump on Air Force One, will remain on active military
duty, the White House said.

Trump also said Keith Kellogg, a retired U.S. Army general
who has been serving as the acting national security adviser,
as chief of staff to the National Security Council. John Bolton, a
former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, would be asked
to serve the administration in another capacity, Trump said.

"He has a good number of ideas that I must tell you I agree
very much with,” Trump said of Bolton, who served in Republi-
can President George W. Bush’s administration.

Kellogg and Bolton were among those in contention as
Trump spent the long Presidents Day weekend considering his
options for replacing Flynn. His first choice, retired Vice Admiral
Robert Harward, turned down the job last week.

McMaster, 54, is a West Point graduate known as "H.R.," with
a Ph.D. in USS. history from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. He was listed as one of Time magazine’s 100 most
influential people in 2014, partly because of his willingness to
buck the system.

A combat veteran, he gained renown in the first Persian Gulf
War - and was awarded a Silver Star - after he commanded a
small troop of the U.S. 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment that
destroyed a much larger Iragi Republican Guard force in 1991
in a place called 73 Easting, for its map coordinates, in what
many consider the biggest tank battle since World War Two.

As one fellow officer put it, referring to Trump's inner circle
of aides and speaking on condition of anonymity, the Trump
White House "has its own Republican Guard, which may be
harder for him to deal with than the Iragis were!” The Iragi Re-
publican Guard was the elite military force of ousted slain dic-
tator Saddam Hussein.

Trump relies on a tight, insular group of advisers, who at
times appear to have competing political agendas. Senior ad-
viser Steve Bannon has asserted his influence by taking a seat
on the National Security Council.

McMaster’s fame grew after his 1997 book “Dereliction of
Duty” criticized the country’s military and political leadership
for poor leadership during the Vietnam War.

Trump’s pick was praised by one of the president’s strongest
backers in the U.S. Congress, Republican Senator Tom Cotton,
who called McMaster “one of the finest combat leaders of our
generation and also a great strategic mind”

In aJuly 14, 2014, interview with the Columbus Ledger-En-
quirer in Columbus, Georgia, where Fort Benning is located,
McMaster, then the base commander, said: “Some people have
a misunderstanding about the Army!

“Some people think, hey, you're in the military and
everything is super-hierarchical and you're in an environment
that is intolerable of criticism and people don't want frank as-
sessments.’

‘I think the opposite is the case. ... And the commanders
that I've worked for, they want frank assessments, they want
criticism and feedback”

(Source: Reuters)
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Iran-Greece Joint
Chamber of
Commerce set up

TEHRAN — Iran-Greece Joint Chamber
d e sk of Commerce was established, Tasnim
news agency reported citing Public Relations Department
of Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (TCCIMA).

Mehdi Jahangiri, the chairman of Iran-Greece Joint
Chamber of Commerce, mentioned Greece one of the sig-
nificant trade partners of Iran and stressed the need to lure
Iranian entrepreneurs into cooperation for the expansion
of trade ties with the European country.

.. .7 Antalya’s delegates

co-op with Iranian
businessmen

TEHRAN — In a Monday meeting in the
d e sk puilding of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) in Tehran, a
trade delegation form Antalya discussed broadening trade
and investment ties with Iranian traders and businessmen,
the website of ICCIMA reported.

Addressing the joint meeting, Gultekin Gencer, the pres-
ident of Antalya Association of Industrialists, who headed
the delegation, reiterated close ties between Iran and Tur-
key and called for creation of necessary infrastructure for
the expansion of trade bonds between the two sides.

Armenia supports
creation of free
trade zone between
EAEU, Iran

|

YEREVAN (Sputnik) — Armenia supports actively the
possibility of creation of a free trade zone between the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) and Iran, Armenian For-
eign Minister Eduard Nalbandyan told Sputnik.

Nalbandian noted great perspectives for attracting the
Iranian business on Armenian market and stressed that Ye-
revan and Tehran continued to improve investment oppor-
tunities for bilateral cooperation.

An important step in this process was visa waiver be-
tween our countries, what would also deepen bilateral
trade and economic relations,” he said.

Functioning since 2015, the EAEU is a Russia-initiated
regional political and economic bloc that aims to stream-
line the flow of goods and services between its member
states: Russia, Armenia, Belarus Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.

In December 2016, the Armenian president said Tehran
and the bloc could sign a deal which would pave a way to a
full-fledged free trade agreement.

Crude prices rise as investors
bet big on oil strength

Crude futures rose for a second day on Tuesday, with data
showing hedge funds are betting big across oil markets fol-
lowing OPEC production cuts agreed last year.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude was up 34 cents, or 0.6
percent, at $53.74 a barrel at 0733 GMT, after rising about
0.5 percent in a shortened session on Monday due to a U.S.
national holiday.

Brent futures were up 14 cents at $56.32 a barrel, after
gaining 0.7 percent on Monday.

Investors now hold more crude futures and options than
at any time on record, after members of the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) committed last
year to cut production.

Speculators raised their bets on a rally in Brent oil prices to
a record last week, data from the Intercontinental Exchange
showed on Monday, mirroring the optimism in the U.S. crude
market.

Data on Friday showed net long U.S. crude futures and
options positions in the week to Feb. 14 were at a record.

‘I think this prolonged and increasing overcrowding of
speculative net longs should be a cause for concern. Crude
oil prices do not seem to be rising with this increase,” said Jona-
than Chan, an investment analyst at Phillip Futures in Singapore.

“Should there come a time when these speculative positions
decide to unwind, oil prices will be in for a significant correction,’
he added.

Signs that OPEC's agreement is holding have been coun-
tered by data showing that U.S. crude oil and gasoline invento-
ries soared to record highs last week as refineries cut output and
gasoline demand softened.

The catalyst for a big market move could come from the
next release of inventory numbers for U.S. oil and petroleum
products, said Ben le Brun, a market analyst at OptionsXpress
in Sydney.

“We are coming toward the top of the recent trading range;
le Brun said. ‘It is going to be absolutely intriguing to see just
which way it trends from here”

The oil market will have to wait until Thursday, a day later
than normal, for the release of this week's official data, due to the
holiday on Monday. (Source: Reuters)
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iran to finalize deal

with Total within two

months: Zanganeh

TEHRAN — Iranian
d e s Kk ojl minister Bijan Nam-
dar Zanganeh told Mehr news agency
that the deal with Total will be finalized
based on Iran’s new model of oil contract,
known as IPC, at most within two months.

The official had previously said that the
two sides are still pursuing the contract
but noted that recent comments from the
chief executive of the French company is
an indication that they are awaiting feed-
back from the United States.

“To my knowledge, the policy of the

European Union is not following that
of the United States so we will take the
necessary steps to go forward with the
contract. But we also have a complaint as
to why these things are being said" Zan-
ganeh told Mehr.

According to a Reuters report, Total
plans to make a final investment decision
on a $2 billion (1.61 billion pound) gas
project in Iran by the summer, but the
decision hinges on the renewal of U.S.
sanctions waivers, Chief Executive Patrick
Pouyanne said earlier this month.

Total was the first Western enefgy
company to sign a major deal with Tehran
since the lifting of international sanctions

aainst Iran. Its project aims to develop
South Pars 11, which is part of the world's
largest gas field.

France’s imports from Iran up 45 folds in 2016: Eurostat

TEHRAN — The value
d e s Kk ofFrance’simports from
Iran rose 45 folds to reach €1.348 billion in
2016 from €30 million in 2015, based on
the latest figures released by the European
Union's statistics agency Eurostat.

The Eurostat's figures also show that
Iran-France trade increased 3.5 folds to
stand at €2.07 billion in 2016 from €592
million in its previous year, Tasnim news
agency reported on Tuesday.

France's exports to Iran witnessed 28
percent growth rising to €722 million in

2016 from €592 million in 2015.

Iran and France took another step to
boost cooperation in different fields of
economy by signing five agreements at
the end of a business forum in Tehran on
January 31.

The agreements, signed at the place
of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA),
included cooperation on developing
Mashhad International Airport, estab-
lishing a bioethanol plant, expanding fish
farms, and holding pilot training courses

inIran.

French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ay-
rault, his Iranian counterpart Mohammad
Javad Zarif, and ICCIMA Chairman Gho-
lam-Hossein Shafeie attended the signing
ceremony.

Ayrault was accompanied by 100 del-
egates including some top officials from
well-known companies such as Airbus,
Alstom, and Total as well as several repre-
sentatives from French companies active
in metallurgy, construction, banking, infor-
mation technology (IT), steel industry and

etc.

Also, Islamic Republic of Iran Railways
(IRIR) and French National Railway Com-
pany SNCF signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) on Sunday for en-
hancement of railway cooperation, IRIB
reported.

Based on the MOU six task forces will
be formed to work in various sectors in-
cluding express railways, station services,
suburban train lines, consulting for struc-
ture renewal, crisis management and rail
transport machinery.

Russia seeks to avoid sanctlons by buymg equipment from Iran

Russia hopes to get around European Union sanctions
by reaching a deal with Iran for the supply of gas turbine
equipment for two power plants in Crimea, the head
of Russian state defence conglomerate Rostec said on

Monday.

EU sanctions bar European individuals and compa-
nies from providing energy technology to Crimea, which
was annexed by Moscow from Ukraine in 2014.

“Yes, we have problems with turbines, because Ger-
many and some other European countries have banned
deliveries to Crimea,” Sergei Chemezov told reporters

during a briefing in Abu Dhabi.

“We are negotiating with Iran, they are manufactur-

ing similar turbines,” he said.

Russia is constructing two power plants with a total
capacity of 940 megawatts to improve Crimea’s energy
independence. Crimea already has a power line linking
to Russia’s Taman peninsula across the Black Sea.

The comple’uon of the first plant is scheduled by the
end of 2017, while the other one is expected to be com-
pleted in 2018.

Chemezoy,

of 2017.

who is a close associate of Russian Presi-

dent Vladimir Putin, is also on a list of Russian individuals
and companies sanctioned by the West over Moscow’s
actions in Ukraine.

The gas turbine contract with Iran should be signed
soon, although Moscow and Tehran have yet to agree
on price, a source told Reuters on Monday, adding that
the first turbine could not be completed and installed
until early 2018.

Russia’s Energy Ministry said that Rostec had not
sought an extension to the deadline and Chemezov
said that the project should be completed by the end

The commissioning of the power plants was de-
layed in December after a Russian joint venture ma-
jority-owned by Germany’s Siemens was subject to ex-
port control restrictions imposed after Russia annexed
Crimea from Ukraine in 2014.

(Source: Reuters)

There is a silver lining for emerging markets

Now, some critical EMs are concen-
trating authority and gearing policy to
domestic, geo-political goals — think
China, Russia and Turkey. Others, such
as India and Indonesia, are reforming
to raise their domestic growth potential,
while another group — whose mem-
bers include Brazil and South Africa —is
caught between shifting global condi-
tions and domestic challenges.

However, this sea change in glob-
al politics also has a downside for EM.
Lower trade, immigration, remittances
and foreign investment may impede the
transfer of technology and productivity
growth, adding to EM's headache of do-
mestic, private debt that is a legacy of
quantitative easing in the west. Default,
devaluation and export-led growth are
not the panacea they were for EM when
world trade was motoring. Cheerlead-
ers for EM investing have long heralded
differentiation, but the truth is that uni-
versal factors across the asset class have
dominated.

By our calculations, some 50 percent

to 70 percent of EM returns over the
last decade are due to common factors,
notably commodity prices, the terms of
trade, global financial conditions, the
dollar and US interest rates. Will the
still emerging new world order shift
the balance in favor of EM's individual
characteristics? A less integrated glob-
al economy certainly implies a greater
role for country characteristics, as well
as less synchronized business cycles. Di-
vergences promise to be both structural
and cyclical, and make for richer pickings
and the opportunity to diversify portfo-
lios.

In short: a much better environment
for active management than the era of
QE-led markets, which lent themselves
to passive strategies. However, country
specifics can only go so far in displacing
global factors. Neither a government’s
policies nor investment acumen can al-
ter geography or resource endowments,
for example.

Many EMs will remain small, open
and relatively undiversified economies.
Institutional  weaknesses may retard

Euro-area economy picks up speed
as orders and optimism surge

Euro-area economic activity unex-
pectedly rose to the highest level
in almost six years in February as
the region’s recovery became more
broad-based and inflationary pres-
sures continued to intensify.

A composite Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index climbed to 56.0 from
54.4 in January, putting the re-
gion on track for quarterly growth
of 0.6 percent, IHS Markit said on
Tuesday. Economists predicted the
gauge would slip to 54.3. Inflows of
new orders and surging optimism
among firms point to a potentially
stronger expansion in the coming
months, the London-based compa-
ny said.

“Companies are currently firmly
focused on expanding in the face of
rising sales and fuller order books,”
said Chris Williamson, chief busi-
ness economist at IHS Markit. “The
ECB will be cheered by the signs of
stronger growth and further upturn
in price pressures, though will no

doubt remain concerned that elec-
tions and Brexit could disrupt the
business environment this year”

The European Central Bank has
committed to continue asset pur-
chases until at least the end of the
year to underpin the region’s firm-
ing recovery amid political risks.
While a swath of data -- including
inflation -- has signaled that the
economy may be stronger than
expected, stoking calls for an exit
from unconventional policy, ECB
President Mario Draghi has repeat-
edly argued that significant stimu-
lus is still needed.

IHS Markit noted that a key dif-
ference between the German and
French recoveries in February was
prices. Whereas both saw input costs
rising by the most since mid-2011,
French firms didn't pass these costs
on to customers, while German out-
put prices showed the largest month-
ly increase since June 2011.

(Source: Bloomberg)

economic diversification and resilience,
leaving excessive exposure to commod-
ity or financial shocks.

History offers guideposts for analysis
and investment. If EM governments do
turn back the clock to sustain growth in
response to western protectionism, it is
worth recalling that some growth mod-
els are prone to failure. The list includes
fiscal or state-bank directed credit and
protecting industries from the effects of
free trade.

Good policies and execution hinge
on visionary leadership and robust in-
stitutions. Fast growth models for EMs
have largely been export-led and invest-
ment-heavy, fed by bigger, richer mar-
kets, but they may be untenable in the
new world order. Sustained growth mod-
els have tended to avoid boom and bust
cycles, with attractive investment condi-
tions, balanced growth as well as modest
fiscal and external deficits. Market access
may matter more than ever. The US may
shift from multilateral to bilateral trade
deals. Political pressure is spreading to
increase member-state authority over

EU economic policies. The UK — arguably
the world’s most open major economy —
is exiting the EU to control immigration
and its own foreign economic policy. Fa-
vored trading partners may benefit rela-
tive to the rest of EM.

A global shift from monetary to fiscal
policy could place a premium on policies
that support domestic growth, innova-
tion, scale — and punish policy mistakes
from EM governments. If Brazil reduc-
es social security deficits and improves
business conditions, it could outperform.
Improve its governance and Russia’s risk
premium could evaporate.

A liberalization of product, service
and labor markets could yet see India
reach escape velocity despite weak world
trade. On the other hand, without a poli-
cy change, Turkey could face an external
funding crisis, and South Africa will find
it harder to muddle through with low
growth, high inflation and double-digit
unemployment. The stars are realigning
for the role of the active asset picker in
EM. The industry should seize it.

(Source: Financial Times)

UK posts record surplus in pre-budget
boost for Hammond

Chancellor of the Exchequer Philip Ham-
mond received a pre-budget boost as
new figures Tuesday showed Britain post-
ed the biggest surplus for any January
since at least 2001.

The 9.4 bilion-pound ($11.7 billion)
surplus compared with 9.1 billion pounds
a year earlier, the Office for National Sta-
tistics said. Revenue rose 5.3 percent and
spending increased 5.4 percent.

The figures are restated going back to
April 2000 to include changes to the way
corporation-tax receipts are account
ed for. Under the previous system, the
budget surplus in January would be 15.2
billion pounds, the biggest since records
began in 1997.

Hammond announces his annual
budget on March 8, and the latest fig-
ures suggest the deficit for the fiscal year
through March is on course to come in
below the 68.2 billion pounds forecast
by the Office for Budget Responsibility
in November. The shortfall in the first 10
months was 49.3 billion pounds, down 22
percent on the year.

January is the biggest tax month of
the year and the Treasury received an ex-
tra boost last month as business owners
paid themselves dividends early to avoid
a tax hike that took effect in April last year.
Self-assessed income tax rose 10 percent
on the year to a record 14 billion pounds
as taxpayers rushed to beat the Jan. 31
deadline for filing returns for 2015-16.

M Growth dividend

Tax revenue overall has benefited
from stronger-than-expected econom-
ic growth since the June vote to leave
the European Union but officials expect
Brexit to take a toll on the public financ-
es. A slowdown in consumer spending
now under way is likely to hit value-add-
ed tax receipts, while accelerating infla-
tion pushes up the cost of servicing in-
dex-linked gilts.

The methodological changes an-
nounced Tuesday are designed to smooth
the path of corporation-tax receipts away
from the large-scale payments currently
seen every three months.

(Source: Bloomberg)
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e funds bet big
gives them a free put

on oil as

option: Kemp

Hedge funds and other money manag-
ers have amassed a very large bullish
position in crude oil futures and options
without so far having much impact on
oil prices.

Hedge funds raised their combined
net long position in the three main de-
rivative contracts linked to Brent and
WTI by another 51 million barrels in the
week to Feb. 14.

Funds now hold a net long posi-
tion equivalent to a record 903 million
barrels of oil, according to an analysis
of records published by regulators and
exchanges.

The combined net long position has
a notional valuation of more than $49
billion, which is the highest since July
2014.

Hedge funds hold more than 9.5
long positions for every 1 short position
in Brent and WTI combined, the highest
ratio since May 2014.

Fund managers now have the most
bullish view on oil since the first half of
2014, when Libya's exports were near-
ly halted by civil war and Islamic State
fighters were racing across northern
Iraqg.

M Dollars and barrels

The scale of the net long position is
puzzling and raises important questions
about how it will eventually unwind.

Fund managers have been able to
increase their bullish bets with almost
no disturbance to the market price of
crude. Volatility has been most remark-
able by its absence.

Funds have increased their net
long position by 107 million barrels
since Dec. 13 while prices have traded
sideways in a narrow range of around
$55.50 +/- $1.25 per barrel.

Oil prices have been steady at
around the $55 level most energy pro-
fessionals expected would be the aver-
age for the year at the start of 2017.

The accumulation of a large long or
short position by fund managers has

normally been the harbinger of a sharp
reversal in oil prices when it unwinds.

So the massive net long position
has triggered a heated debate about
whether hedge fund managers are fully
invested yet or have the potential to in-
crease their exposure even further.

The record net position in barrels
and high ratio of long to short positions
both indicate the position may already
have become stretched.

But that has not stopped hedge fund
managers from continuing to raise their
combined position in four of the last six
weeks.

And while the notional value of the
net long position has more than dou-
bled from a recent low of $20 billion in
the middle of November it remains well
below the peak of $69 billion reported
in July 2014.

The halving of oil prices since the
mid-2014 means fund managers can
run a net position twice as large in bar-
rel terms for the same commitment of
capital.

Some analysts therefore insist funds
still have scope to increase their ex-
posure significantly in the weeks and
months ahead.

But that raises questions about
whether the very large hedge fund po-
sition in mid-2014, immediately before
the biggest slump in prices for 30 years,
is the right baseline for comparison.

M Flighty and sticky money

There have been suggestions that
much of the increase in net long po-
sitions comes from pension funds and
hedge funds pursuing inflation-linked
macro strategies rather than specialist
commodity funds and trend followers.

Capital committed by pension funds
and macro funds may be stickier and
less prone to abrupt reversals than
commitments from commodity special-
ists and trend chasers.

But there is no way to identify the
different types of money managers

SARMAN Co.

separately in the published data from
regulators and exchanges.

There is no way to prove or disprove
the hypothesis that the increase in net
long positions is from sticky pension
funds and macro tourists rather than
flight-prone commaodity funds.

M OPEC offers a free option

Perhaps a more likely explanation
is that the production cuts agreed by
OPEC and non-OPEC in November and
December 2016, coupled with Saudi
Arabia’s resumption of its swing-pro-
ducer role, have appeared to remove
much of the short-term downside risk.

With OPEC putting a floor under
prices at $50 per barrel, there is no
reason for hedge fund managers to
run significant short positions, and little
downside risk to long positions at $55.

OPEC has in effect given hedge
funds a free put option, reminiscent of
the Greenspan put which underpinned
equity valuations in the late 1990s and
early 2000s.

By taking away the downside, OPEC
has encouraged hedge funds to bet big
on the upside, gambling on the possi-
bility if not the probability that oil prices
will rally further as the market rebal-
ances or on some unexpected supply
shortfall.

There is still a large overhang of long
positions that will need to be liquidated
at some point in future.

But in the short term the risk of an
abrupt liquidation of hedge fund long
positions has been reduced provided
managers believe OPEC would respond
to any price slide by extending or deep-
ening its cuts and maintaining a high
level of compliance.

Hedge funds have helped OPEC
achieve its objective of higher prices
since the end of November, while OPEC
has reassured fund managers it will not
allow them to lose too much money on
their trades.

(Source: Reuters)
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What McMaster needs to
say to Americans
By Gayle Lemmon

Michael Flynn -- followed by Ret. Vice Adm. Bob

Harward's rejection of President Donald Trump's
offer of the job -- America remained without a permanent
national security adviser. Now, Army Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster
has stepped up for the job.

McMaster's arrival amid the headline-grabbing upheaval
in America’s national security infrastructure comes at the
same time America pursues plans for expanding its wars
abroad. What we are witnessing is a profound mismatch
between America’s desire to project stability around the
world and its inability to establish stability at home.

I America is a nation at
war that does not act like
it. For the most part, its
citizens are insulated from
WRNL the fights waged in their
: ﬂ name. The result? Americans
dont demand and prize
stability in their national
security infrastructure in part
because the consequences
are so hidden from their
sight. But there is a danger in
that distancing. Particularly
as our nation’s leaders
consider  sending  more
troops to Afghanistan and
expanding authorities in
Syria, it is essential that America’s leaders explain to the
American public -- and the military in whose name it serves
-- the goals and objectives of America’s conflicts.

Consider that only a sliver of a slice of the country fights
100% of its wars. Meanwhile, an anesthetized America
remains safely removed from the relentless demands of
constant deployments. This gap leaves America viewing its
internal political chaos as a purely domestic matter, rather
than a critical piece of the way the world sees American
power, weighs it and judges it on battlefields across the
world by people deciding whether to back -- or back away
from — U.S. forces.

M Internal discord

In other words. America’s internal discord quickly leaps
beyond America’s borders to touch and even shape America’s
wars, even if American citizens are too distant from those
battles to realize it or too ill-informed about them to know
they should care. We are at a critical moment.

Right now, the Pentagon is drawing up new and dusting
off old recommendations for Syria at the President’s behest,
recommendations that may include deploying conventional
ground troops inside the country to join special operations
forces already there.

And that is just the start. In Irag, more than 4,000 U.S.
forces serve on an advise and assist mission alongside the
Iragi military in the fight against ISIL. On Afghanistan, Gen.
John Nicholson testified before Congress last week that the
Pentagon is likely to seek more U.S. troops to advise Afghan
forces in the battle against both an emboldened Taliban and
the looming threat of ISIL.

And in Yemen, the Sahel region of Africa, and well beyond,
special operations forces lead nighttime combat operations
in a continuation of the post-9/11 battles targeting terror
groups. Such a raid claimed the life of Navy SEAL William
“Ryan” Owens last month during an operation in Yemen
targeting al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula.

The clash between America’s domestic tumult and foreign
intervention is pronounced. And those responsible for
actually leading and fighting these wars are taking notice,
even if the rest of America will not.

“Our government continues to be in unbelievable turmoil.
I hope they sort it out soon because we're a nation at war,’
said Gen. Tony Thomas, the widely respected head of U.S.
Special Operations Command, at a military conference in
Washington last week.

"As a commander, I'm concerned our government be as
stable as possible,” Thomas later said in an interview.

B Domestic matters

The comments immediately raised eyebrows, partly
because special operations leaders rarely speak out about
domestic matters and also because American stability has
rarely ever before been questioned. All that is changing.

For the moment, this public concern about the firmness of
America’s domestic terrain largely seems limited to those in
uniform who prize stability and continuity precisely because
it's what they are charged with helping to bring abroad. The
question is, when will the rest of America join them in the
worry that chaos at home will give way to chaos away?

Thomas' comments come as special operations take on
ever more of the fight. Initially mistrusted inside the military
at its creation 30 years ago, Special Operations Command
and the special operations forces it oversees have proven
their effectiveness in the post-9/11 wars.

Their shadowy nature also allowed military objectives to
be achieved without maximum visibility. After America’s 2003
invasion of Irag and the public's eventual disillusionment
with it, President Barack Obama wanted to avoid the
large numbers of troops in harm's way that came with the
deployment of “boots on the ground!

And so in the years that followed, combat operations
officially ended while special operations deployments
continued. In 2016, for the first time in America, more
special operations than conventional forces died at war, a
remarkable fact given that special operations makes up less
than 5% of the U.S. military.

If the VIX index, which measures volatility on the financial
markets, tracked Washington’s frantic ups-and-downs this
week, it would no doubt be leaping skyward at the moment.
A nation at war that aims to be a stabilizing force in the world
requires stability in its national security apparatus at home.

A good start as McMaster begins his work would be
helping our country’s citizens to recognize this: We are a
nation at war.

For days after the dramatic resignation of Lt. Gen.

(Source: CNN)
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By Christiane Hoffmann

it is no longer a reliable one. Wolfgang

Europe must plan to defend itself

t is, perhaps, the least expected
Iopen'ng to a German editorial at the

moment: Donald Trump is right. But
it's true. At the 2014 NATO summit in
Wales, Germany announced that it would
soon dramatically increase its defense
spending. When Trump and his Defense
Secretary James Mattis now admonish
Germany to fulfill its pledge, they are
right on two counts. First, on principle:
Promises should be kept. Second, on
merit: There is no reason that, more than
70 years after World War I, the United
States should continue carrying the main
burden for ensuring European security.

Unfortunately, this isn't just a question
of money. America’s justified demand
comes right in the middle of an internal
crisis in the West so deep that nobody
knows how much of the West will be left
in the end. NATO always aspired to be
something more than a defense alliance.
It viewed itself as the protective power of
liberal democracy, the West and Western
principles. It was a moral framework, the
foundations for their existence. But are we
certain that the West is still a community
of shared values? If it's not, then what is
NATO defending? Countries like Hungary
and Poland, where right-wing populists
are eroding the separation of powers,
minority protections and freedom of the
press? A Turkey that President Erdogan is
currently in the process of transforming
into a dictatorship? And are we really
ready to stand at America’s side if Trump
goes to war against Iran, North Korea or
some other country?

NATO is not obsolete, but it's
importance is dwindling. It has become
hollow. One could view that as a delayed
symptom of its own success. It helped

U

Europe has long relied on America for its
defense. But that era is rapidly coming to
an end. It is time for a stronger European
defense alliance that is less dependent on
the U.S. and more capable of asserting its
own interests with Russia and Turkey.

bring democracy to Europe, it contained
and integrated Germany and it drove
the Soviet Union to collapse. Ultimately,
it was inevitable it would eventually fall
into crisis. A defense alliance whose
opponents  disappear will face an
existential crisis sooner or later.

The alliance followed up its greatest
success with a profound failure. NATO
was unsuccessful in turning Russia into a
partner. The fears harbored by the Baltic
and Central European states are thus
understandable. As are Russian suspicions
of the alliance. Either way, an alliance
whose sole justification is its opposition

to Russia is out of date. America has
long since viewed its most vital security
interests to be in the Pacific region and
the Middle East. And for Europe, North
Africa and the Middle East are at least as
important as Russia.

M Europe needs stronger defense

The era in European history when the
Continent could delegate its security to a
partner across the Atlantic has passed, ir-
revocably. That will remain true even after
Trump is no longer in the White House.
Trump, after all, is a symptom of the crisis
in the West, not its cause. America re-
mains a possible partner for Europe, but

Ischinger, head of the Munich Security
Conference, rightly warned Europeans
not to write America off as a partner. That
would be premature. But it would also be
reckless and naive if Europe were not to
prepare for the fact that it can no longer
unconditionally rely on the United States.
In the medium-term, Europe must be
capable of sufficiently defending itself and
providing for its own security. What is most
needed in order to make that happen is
unity. If Germany and other Europeans now
spend more on defense, they will also have
to increase their military cooperation as
well as massively expand the EU's Common
Security and Defense Policy. Europe’s
alliance should not replace NATO, but it
must enable Europeans to stand by each
other if the Americans will no longer do it.
America’s withdrawal actually represents
an opportunity for Europe. The idea of
Europe being a junior partner could finally
be consigned to the dustbin of history
and lead Europe to begin defining its
own interests. That includes a reasonable
relationship with Russia that isnt based
exclusively on deterrence. That also includes
making clear to Turkey that there are limits
to solidarity if Ankara plays with fire in Syria
or if the conflict with the Kurds further
escalates. That could also include making
some trade-policy concessions during the
Brexit negotiations in exchange for British
participation in a joint European defense
partnership. Ultimately, a Europe that is
serious about its own security will also have
to consider nuclear deterrence. This doesn't
mean that Germany needs to build a bomb,
as some have pondered. But it would
require a level of trust in the nuclear power
of France that Germany has so far only
reserved for the United States.
(Source: Spiegel)

Afghanistan’s problems a reminder UK cannot retreat from the world

Michael Fallon, the Defense Secretary, deserves credit for
speaking so candidly about the condition of Afghanistan
and the possible consequences for Britain. The country is a
base for international terrorists who mean us harm, he says.
He also suggests that the “collapse” of the fragile state could
send millions of young Afghan men west in a new European
migration crisis that would inevitably affect Britain.

This is a grim picture, but all the more so because
it comes more than 15 years after British troops were
sent into Afghanistan in the wake of the September 11
attacks on the U.S.

Their mission, at first, was to render ineffective an
international terrorist group that meant us harm; yet
today, al Qaeda and its descendants remain active.
Later, the British mission shifted to one of nation-
building, reinforcing Afghanistan’s fragile government

and desperate economy to avoid precisely the sort of
collapse Michael now talks about.

To some, the lack of significant progress in Afghanistan
will be proof that Western military interventions in poor
and unstable countries are doomed to fail. Irag, and
more recently Libya, might also be cited as evidence for
that case. And all three interventions have been flawed,
suffering from a lack of clear political leadership and, in
some cases, poor military planning.

To those who believe Britain has no business trying to
remake the world, Theresa May's professed skepticism
about wars of intervention will be a welcome shift in
approach when it comes to foreign policy. Yet healthy
skepticism about military adventurism does not mean a
British retreat from the world.

Michael's words are a stark reminder that whether

we like it or not, the consequences of previous Western
interventions continue to this day.

They must be dealt with, not ignored. So Britain
should indeed go on working to support a democratic
government in Afghanistan, including by aiding its
security forces if needed.

Irag, where government forces are pushing back
terrorists in Mosul, shows that eventually and with
continued Western backing, local military units can take
responsibility for securing their country.

Britain's role in Afghanistan must continue, and may have
to expand. If that means spending more on our Armed Forces,
so be it.The world is, and always has been, a dangerous place.
It has never been Britain's way to hide from those dangers: we
must always stand ready to confront them.

(Source: The Telegraph)

The UN’s step for @
justice in Syria

The United Nations has begun to collect
evidence of war crimes in the Syrian
conflict, a necessary step for eventual
prosecution and the post-war healing of
Syrian society.

After six years of a brutal war in Syria,
the United Nations took a concrete step this
month to help heal Syrian society once the
war ends. It set up an office for the formal
investigation of war crimes in Syria to collect
hard evidence for the future prosecution of
perpetrators on all sides in the conflict.

The idea is to prepare for the day
when Syrian victims of the war can find
justice in a courtroom. Such post-conflict
tribunals have become more common
for countries that have experienced mass
atrocities, such as the former Yugoslavia
and Rwanda. They reestablish a critical
norm in a country that the rule of law
must prevail over the killing of innocent
people. And they reveal the truth about
war crimes, genocide, or crimes against
humanity, which is necessary for a country
to achieve national reconciliation.

At present, no court is set up to try
suspected war criminals in the Syrian war.
Most of the atrocities have been committed
by using chemical weapons on civilians,
and bombing hospitals and schools.

It remains unclear which court might
eventually take such cases. That issue could
be resolved in the process of any peace talks
that end the war. Even now, national courts
that claim “universal jurisdiction” over war
crimes could be handed suspected war
criminals. More than 400,000 people have
been killed in Syria since 2011, the greatest
war atrocity of the 21st century. When
peace, and perhaps democracy, finally
come to Syria, it will need formal justice
and societal healing to prevent a cycle of
revenge and retaliation. As a first step, the
UN'’s new team of investigators has begun
to fulfill that purpose.

(Source: The CSM) ol

State Printing Olffice of Iran (SPOI)

Tender of Purchasing 200 Tons of Watermarked Paper 90-gr with New
Emblem of SPOI (Mould)
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By Hamid Reza Gholamzadeh

he third intifada is still on showing

I it may offer the Palestinian com-

munity the necessary options for
passing through the current stalemates

Since British army led by Gener-
al Allenby occupied Palestine early in
the 20th century, Palestinian society
has been witness to popular uprisings
against the occupiers, including the Bo-
raq uprising (1929) and a general inti-
fada from 1936 to 1939 inspired by the
martyrdom of Sheikh Ezzedin Qassam.
However, following the fabrication of
Israel, in 1948, Palestinian struggle was
largely led by leftist groups, with masses
having already been sidelined.

Inspired by the advent and victory of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran in 1979,
the Palestinian masses took to the streets
once more and embarked on uprisings
that were known as intifadas. Below we
review the major intifadas of the Pales-
tinian people.

B First Intifada (Rock intifada)

The first ever presence of the masses
in the scene of struggle is said to be dat-
ing back to 1987. Known as First Intifada,
it lasted for six years and ended up in
the Oslo accord.

The driving forces behind the intifada
were as follows.

- Harsh economic conditions that
were imposed by the Zionists on the
Palestinian nation in a bid to push them
to leave their houses before the former
usurp the properties

- Inability of the Palestinian groups in
countering the occupiers especially after
the PLO, as the grouping of Palestinian
movements, left Lebanon for Tunisia in
1982, triggering a vacuum of leadership
among the Palestinians; Palestinian mass
uprising filled the void and transferred
the leadership from outside into the oc-
cupied community.

- A trend of compromise started by
the then Palestinian combatant groups

- Political, social and security pres-
sures by Israel, targeting the Palestinian
dignity

- Frustration among Palestinians over
any serious support by the Arab states
after the latter, led by Egypt opted for
compromise with Israel

- Frustration about any serious pursuit
of Palestinian issue and rights by the in-
ternational community

- And, intensification of Israeli sup-
pression

These conditions led to an accumula-
tion of anger among Palestinians which
let out after an Israeli truck driver run
over a group of Palestinian workers on
December 9, 1987 in Gaza in an incident
that served as a trigger to touch off the
first intifada.

People started to march in Jabalia
however the protests soon spread to the
entire Gaza and the West Bank.

The first intifada had several features,
namely:

- It was popular

- Palestinians from different walks of
life were present in the scene

- The scope of struggle was the entire
Palestine

- Methods of struggle morphed from
rock throwing in the first year of the inti-
fada into martyrdom-seeking operations
in the sixth year

- Mosques played a significant role in
organizing the protests

Israel for its part adopted several
strategies for containing the massive
struggle, namely:

- Harsh repression of protests

- Bisection of Palestinian districts by
declaration of military zones

- Mass killings of Palestinians in such
locations as al-Agsa Mosque, al-Khal-
il, Nehalein, al-Nasirat, Sheikh Redwan,
al—Nasir, al-Sabra, al-Dorj, Gaza and

The first ever presence of the masses in the scene of

struggle is said to be dating back to 1987. Known as

First Intifada, it lasted for six years and ended up in
the Oslo accord.
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Sharon made a lecture and declared the Oslo accord
as over. He also said he would repress any protests in
100 days and would annex the West Bank to Israel.
This triggered a second intifada that continued until
2005 when Israel withdrew from the Gaza Strip.

Khan Yunis

- Mass arrest of protesters with figures
of arrests put at over 20 thousand

- Assassination of Palestinian leaders,
namely Khalil Wazir, known as Abu Jihad
in Tunisia

- Mass banishment of 417 Palestinian
leaders to Lebanon in a bid to create a
vacuum of leaders

- Employment of inhuman methods
including the breaking of Palestinian
bones

The intifada however was sidelines by
certain regional developments including
the occupation of Kuwait, opening the
way for the PLO to hijack the popular
struggle which had had the least in the
popular struggle.

The developments took place while
the Iranian leadership never allowed
the Palestinian issue to be sidelined by
any other issue even amid the execut-
ed Saddam Hussein's western-backed
imposed war. Under the very policy, Iran
no longer welcomed the then PLO chief
Yasser Arafat over his failures to attend
to the Palestinian issue.

The first intifada has several achieve-
ments:

- The Palestinian community realized
that it must rely on its own potentials in
the face of the occupier enemy.

- The Palestinian community found
that the Zionist regime was highly fragile
in the face of any popular move by the
nation.

- Popular support emerged and grew
for the Palestinian resistance at regional
and international levels.

- The Israeli big lie that the Palestinian
land lacked a nation was falsified in the
eyes of the western public opinion.

- The Zionists were forced to recog-
nize the Palestinian identity unlike their
strong rejection of the idea before the
first intifada. The Israeli recognition was
stipulated in the Oslo Accord.

B Second Intifada (Al-Aqgsa Inti-
fada)

The first intifada was over following
the Oslo accord between the PLO and
Israel. Under the accord, the PLO lead-
ership was allowed to return to Pales-
tine along with 700 PLO paratroopers
to eventually form a Palestinian Autono-
mous Authority based in Ramallah.

Leaders of the Palestinian intifada de-
clared the first intifada over in an effort
to avoid any internal Palestinian conflict
and to allow the PLO leadership to test
its potentials. The Zionist regime how-
ever adopted a policy of procrastination
concerning the Oslo accord and contin-
ued occupation policies across the Pal-
estinian lands.

The Palestinian popular resistance
was worried about the continued Israe-
li aggression and found an opportunity
to let out its concerns after the then Is-
raeli Minister of Settlement, Ariel Sharon
trespassed the al-Agsa Mosque com-
pound in September 2000 in breach of
the existing agreements. Accompanied
by some two thousand security forces,
Sharon made a lecture and declared
the Oslo accord as over. He also said he
would repress any protests in 100 days
and would annex the West Bank to Israel.
The pronouncements triggered a second
intifada that continued until 2005 when
Israel withdrew from the Gaza Strip.

The second intifada had several fea-
tures, namely:

- It was popular, Islamic and all-inclu-
Sive

- Armed resistance groups showed a
successful and effective display in an-
ti-occupation operations

- The military wing of the Fatah
movement got active and joined the
mainstream Palestinian Islamic resistance

- Application of rockets against occu-
piers’ positions for a first time

- Support of Arab and Islamic states

Israel for its part adopted several
strategies for containing the massive
struggle, namely:

- Hard suppression of protesters

- Assassination of leaders of the revo-
lution, namely Sheikh Ahmad Yassin and
Dr. Abd al-Aziz Rantisi who were among
the Hamas leaders

- Massive arrests of Palestinians in the
West Bank

- Intensification of divisive policies
against Palestinian groups, namely Ha-
mas and Fatah

- Disarming of the West Bank in a pro-
ject led by the US General Deiton

- Construction of separation wall be-
tween the West Bank and the 1948-oc-
cupied territories

The second intifada had
achievements namely:

- Security and economic costs grow
for the Zionist occupiers

- Serious drop in the arrivals of Jews
into the occupied territories

- Growth in reverse immigration by

several

the occupiers from Palestine

- Palestinian seriously challenged the
security-military power of the occupiers

- The occupation of Gaza was over af-
ter 38 years

- Many world states recognized the
legitimacy of the Palestinian Islamic re-
sistance

- The Palestinian community em-
braced the resistance movement by vot-
ing to Hamas as the representative of
the resistance helping it to form a resist-
ance government in Gaza

- The Palestinian resistance got access
to more advanced weapons

- The racist mood of the Zionist oc-
cupiers was revealed in the eyes of the
western public opinion especially after it
intentionally targeted 9-year-old Pales-
tinian minor, Mohammad Dura who had
taken shelter behind his father in a clash.
TV networks covered the shooting.

- The Israeli occupiers changed their
strategy (occupation of lands from Nile
to Euphrates) into consolidation of the
occupied lands and pursuit of politi-
co-economic influence over the states
located between Nile to Euphrates.

B Third Intifada (Quds Intifada)

Israel imposed some four wars on
Lebanon and Gaza from 2006 to 2014
but got none of its initially stated goals.
It then changed its regional strategy
into inciting insecurity in the regional
states in collaboration with the US, Brit-
ain, France, Turkey and certain other re-
gional states, led by Saudi Arabia. The
strategy led to the sedition of the ISIS
terror group that virtually sidelined the
Palestinian issue in the regional and in-
ternational arenas.

Amid the chaotic situation, the occu-
piers expanded their occupation of Pal-
estinian lands and stormed the sacred
sites in the occupied al-Quds as a daily
policy. The Israeli practice served as a

7
A history of Palestinian Intifada

al-Qudes.

- West Bank youths saw no clear future
in the Palestinian issue.

- Israel intensified its settlement con-
struction in the occupied West Bank and
especially around al-Quds.

- The siege on Gaza intensified.

- The western governments increased
their support to the Israeli aggressive
policies in the international community.

The third intifada had several features,
namely:

- Massive participation of youths in the
scene

- Individual operations in which every
Palestinian realizes his/her mission and
does his/her part

- The very structure that led the intifa-
da remains hidden

- Palestinian groups showed a lacklus-
ter presence in the field even in declaring
their support to the intifada

- Newer methods are used including
stabbing and car run-over

- Massive use of social media by the
Palestinian youths in order to reflect their
demands and missions

Israel for its part adopted several strat-
egies for containing the ongoing strug-
gle, namely:

- Adoption of harsh policies including
a ban on carrying of any sharp tool by
the Palestinians

- Growth of security coordination with
the Palestinian authority in a bid to thwart
the individual operations

- Intensification of pressure over the
families of those who carried out anti-oc-
cupation operations, including by dem-
olition of their house or arrest of other
family members

- Delay or refusal to deliver the bodies
of those involved in the anti-occupation
operations

- Assassination of active youths by
pseudo-Arab terror squads

The third intifada started from October 2015 and
continued to date, showing to be able to remove the
challenges ahead in the face of the Israeli occupiers.

serious threat to the identity of the reli-
gious sites, namely the al-Agsa mosque,
prompting the Palestinian youths to
commence an uprising in defense of
their faith that was later called the al-
Quds Intifada.

The third intifada started from Octo-
ber 2015 and continued to date, show-
ing to be able to remove the challenges
ahead in the face of the Israeli occupiers.

There are several motivations for the
third intifada:

- The Palestinian issue was sidelined
in the agenda of Arab states and many
Muslim states.

- The Arab states engaged in cooper-
ation with Israel.

- A section of the Palestinian resist-
ance engaged in talks with the Zionist
regime as part of a ‘ceasefire! A major
move was necessary in order to withdraw
from the situation.

- Syria's support to Palestinians
stopped due to a terrorist crisis in the
country.

- PA compromise talks with the Zionist
regime ended up in stalemate.

- Attacks on the al-Agsa mosque grew
posing a threat to the Islamic identity of
the site.

- Judazation policy intensified in the

Amid the chaotic situation, the occupiers expanded
their occupation of Palestinian lands and stormed
the sacred sites in the occupied al-Quds as a daily

policy.

- Declaration of policy of field execu-
tion of intifada activists

- Intensification of the so-called ad-
ministrative arrests

The third intifada has already had sev-
eral achievements namely:

- Spike in security costs in the Israeli
community

- Inflicting of heavy economic damag-
es on Israel, namely in tourism

- Imposition of an atmosphere of fear
on the Zionist community

- Drop in pressures over Gaza to the
extent that Egypt facilitated passage
through the Rafah crossing

- Growth in international pressure
over Zionists namely by the BDS cam-
paign

- The declaration of readiness in the
occupied West Bank for joining armed
struggle against the Zionist occupiers

- The engagement by the West Bank
in the field of production of domestic
weapons and application of the weapons
in anti-occupation operations

The third intifada is still on showing it
may offer the Palestinian community the
necessary options for passing through
the current stalemates provided that the
Palestinian groups follow the divine or-
der "hold fast to rope of Allah and never
divide’ and tread the track of unity. It is
also imperative for the Muslim commu-
nity to restore the Palestinian issue as
their absolute priority and engage in
supporting the intifada as a divine mis-
sion.
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Pars Diplomatic Real Estate

Apartment

Amazing Apt in Zafaraniyeh
400 sq.m, 4Bdrs.,8" floor,big
balcony,nice lobby, luxury furn,
$10.0000 Negotiable
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in Nice Tower in
Shahrak Gharb
110 sq.m, 1 Bdr., top floors, luxury
furn, excellent view, lobby, Pkg,
good access § 2000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Apt in Fereshteh
185 sq.m,9™ floor, furn, bright
living room, balcony, pool & gym,
car wash , 2 Pkg Shooting, $ 4500
Mr.Nader 09128440157

Apt in Tajrish
150 sq.m, 2 "floor, 2 Bdrs.,
Full furn, cozy & quit, Spj, gym
salon, nice lobby, near to shopping
mall, $ 3200
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Apt in Evin Darake
185sq.m, 4™ floor,3 Bdrs., full furn,
balcony, brand new appliances,
pool, 2 Pkg
Mr.Nader 09128440157

Villa

Super Luxury Villa in Farmanieh
800 Built up in 1200 Land, Duplex,
completely renovated, 7 Bdrs., 2
level, green garden, outdoor pool,
high security, equipment Kkitchen,
Suitable for Residency of Ambassadors
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Villa in Darous
Triplex, 410 Sq.m, built up in 1250
Sq.m land, 4 Bdrs., green garden,
3 pkg lot, $7000
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Duplex Villa in Niavaran
450 sq.m Built up in 650 sq.m
Land, One Extra Apt, Jacuzzi,
Pkg, indoor pool, Spj, Suitable for
Residency of Ambassadors $§ 7000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Villa in Kamranieh
duplex ,750 sq.m, 8 Bdrs. , reno
vated , full furn, ceramic floor,

driver room,balcony, 4Pkg ,$

15.000, Suitable for foreign Embassies
Mr. Nader: 09128440157
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Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
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From Oxford Cert Universal

Ask Us Your Required Short
Term / Long Term Furnished
&Unfurnished Apartments.
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Building

Whole building in Jordan
each floor 126 sq.m,
duplex store, open space, full glass,
smart AC, furn/unfurn, storage,
900 sq.m Pkg
each floor available for Sale & Rent
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Whole Building in Farmanieh
60 Apts.,Size of each apt between
190-230 sq.m, 3 room,
Lobby,conference room,Spj, 37
Pkg, Suitable for Residency of
Ambassadors, Reasonable Price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

whole building in Jordan
9-Storey, each unit 127 Sq.m, fully
furn, 30 Bdrs., 15 Pkg lot,
renovated, stone floor, Suitable for
Sforeign Companies,$35000
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

whole building in Tajrish-Elahie
5000 sq.m, Built up in 2000 sq.m,
2% floor, 8 Bdrs., Pkg lot, green
garden , outdoor pool, semi furn,
Suitable for Ambassador’s Resi
dence, Negotiable Price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Ideal Offers

Apt in Elahich
180 sq.m,3 Bdrs flat, full furn, Spj
& Pkg, good access , only $3000
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Modern Apt. in Jordan
5" floor, 2 Bdrs., 120 Sq.m, fully
furn, lobby, $1800
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Luxury Apt. in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., good access,
Top floors, Suitable for foreign
Companies,$ 1500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Affordable Apt. in Elahieh
250 Sq.m, 3 Bdrs, balcony, back

yard, fully furn, ceramic floox; only $2500
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Luxury Apt. in Jordan
150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., 3" floor,
Full furn, nice & cozy, Pkg

$ 1800

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Jordan
120 Sq.m, 2 Bdrs., renovated Pkg,
full furn, wood floor, pool only $ 1200
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Nice Attention To Embassies, International & Local Companies & Shopping Centers

The professional section of administrative license offices, Commercial Properties and Shopping Centers. From 100 Sq.m to 20,000 Sq.m (For Sale & Rent)
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Modern Office in Argantine
2m floor, 3" floor each floor 500 Sq.m
with 3 offices, open office, nice balcony,
lobby, 5 Pkg, Open Space, Suitable for
International Companies & Airlines,
Negotiable price
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Office in Jordan
110 Sq.m, 3 rooms, completely renovat
ed, guest Pkg, nice lobby, clean, high
security, reasonable price, Suitable for
Foreign Companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Office in Mirdamad
5% floor, 110 Sq.m, 4 Bdrs, fully furn,

12 tel lines, $2800

Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Luxury Office in Vanak
Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg,
Suitable for Foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office
In Jordan
85 Sq.m, high security, Good Access fur
nished, 10 Tel Lines, $1700
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Amazing Office in Valiasr
150 sq.m, excellent view, good access, 24
security, Pkg, lobby Reasonable Price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Modern Office in Zafaraniyeh Near
Palladium

1100 sq.m, 3" floor, 4 Bdrs, fully fur

nish, Suitable for Foreign Companies5000 $ .

Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Shopping center
leasing&managment

Project Development
Leasing and Releasing

Management and consultancy
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Manager

09122841274 - Mr.Tayyar

Best Consultation, Best Services, Best Result
Hot Line: 28141
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info@parsdiplomatic.com
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Section Manager "Tina 09128103205"
Tel: 22662452-8 , Fax: 22667173
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HEALTH & MEDICINE

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

Food quality and not
calories is what counts

By Darla Leal
e have been told for
decades that counting
calories is the only way

to lose weight, gain muscle and
reduce fat, but the dinner tables
have turned. While calories are
still very important, smart athletes
know that they should focus on the
quality of their calories more than
the quantity of them - here’s why.

B Focus on quality not
counting

Is it possible to reach our health
and fitness goals when we stop
counting calories?  According to
recent studies, the focus should be
on food quality, portion size and
not stressing about the numbers
so much. The American Council
on Exercise indicates ‘"counting
calories is tedious, time-consuming
and a sure-fire way to never enjoy
eating.” This has come as a breath
of fresh air to those struggling
and stressed with all the food
calculations. Many nutritionists
have emphasized simply writing
down healthy meals in food journals
tracking quality food intake in lieu
of every gram, ounce or calorie.
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
spokesperson Heather Mangieri,
MS, RD, CSSD, LDN explains a
calorie-controlled diet is not be
best way to achieve health and
often times is void of essential
nutrients.

M Calories are not created
equal

The nutritional shift is leaning
toward quality food intake, portion
size and the importance of enjoying
what you're eating. Tracking what
you eat is seen as a beneficial way to
record patterns of eating habits but
a waste of time to count calories.
The focus is now on quality real
food selection first over counting
calories. We are smart enough to
understand eating 100 calories of
sugar is going to have a different
effect on our body than 100 calories
of vegetables. The American
Council on Exercise questions the
continuance of the flawed idea of
calorie counting when eating for
health is all about quality food.

M Just eat healthy for success

According to the Harvard Public

Relax and enjoy eating right

Stem cell transplants may

help some with multiple
sclerosis

By Steven Reinberg

Stem cell transplants may halt the progression of aggressive
multiple sclerosis (MS) in nearly half of those with the debilitating
disease, but picking the right patients for the treatment is key, a
new study suggests.

Specifically, younger patients with a relapsing form of MS who
were not severely disabled and who hadn't found relief with other
treatments fared better than others over five years, the interna-
tional team of researchers found.

However, in some cases the treatment proved fatal, the re-
searchers reported.

“Stem cell transplantation cannot be considered a cure for
MS. However, it can be considered a concrete option for patients
showing aggressive MS who have not responded to approved
treatments,” said study co-author Dr. Riccardo Saccardi. He's from
the cell therapy and transfusion medicine unit at Careggi Univer-
sity Hospital in Florence, Italy.

Using patients’ own stem cells to reboot the immune system
is a way to halt the advance of the disease. But the treatment can
be risky because the patient’s immune system has to be wiped out
before the stem cells are transplanted, the researchers said.

In fact, nearly 3 percent of the patients died shortly after receiv-
ing the transplant, and those deaths were directly related to the
transplant, the researchers reported.

Those deaths are a major concern, one neurologist said, be-
cause MS is not in itself life-threatening.

In effect, those patients gambled with a treatment that could
be fatal for a disease that isn't, said Dr. Michael Racke, a professor
in the department of neurology at Ohio State University.

Racke pointed out that stem cell transplants were first used
to treat deadly diseases, such as leukemia, lymphoma and other
cancers.

“There may be a population of MS patients that could be iden-
tified that might do well with transplant,” he said. It's important to
select patients in such a way that they actually get well with the

The American Council on Exercise questions the continuance of
the flawed idea of calorie counting when eating for health is all

about quality food.

transplant”

A trial that compares stem cell transplants with other therapies
to see whether stem cell transplants can become a treatment for
patients who have progressive MS is about to start, added Racke,

School of Health, the best diet
comes from quality food. Research
is recognizing the relevance of
calories but indicates the strongest
evidence to attaining optimal
weight and health is when the focus
is on food quality. The Department
of Harvard Nutrition conducted
a study including 120,000 healthy
men and women over a 20-year
period to debunk the theory “a
calorie is a calorie” Weight gain
occurring during this time was
attributed to participants eating
potato chips, processed foods, fatty
meats and drinking soda. Whereas
weight loss was reported in the
subjects who consumed vegetables,
whole grains, fruits, nuts, and
yogurt. Researchers also implied
one size fits all diets don’t exist due
to differing genetics and lifestyles.
However, individuals can follow the
“Harvard School of Public Health,

Healthy Eating Plate” and food
pyramid for successful planning.
The "Healthy Eating Plate” focuses
on food quality and divides plated
food portions into ¥ vegetable, %
whole grains and % lean meat.

B Nutrients over numbers

When our focus is on nutrient
dense foods in proper portion
size, the need to count calories is
really unimportant. You've heard
the famous quote “nobody ever
got fat eating too much kale” and
this is the point of the research.
Kale, just like other quality food is
full of essential nutrients but lower
in calorie. Eating right promotes
a healthy lifestyle, enables us to
maintain a healthy weight, improves
athletic performance, enhances
body functioning, and reduces our
risk of illness. The Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics concludes
that it's the food we put in our body

Mr. Ghanizadeh
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who co-authored an editorial that accompanied the study.

More than 2 million people in the world suffer from MS, in
which the body attacks the central nervous system, according to
the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.

MS can cause many symptoms, including blurred vision, loss of

that matters proving diets don't
work and counting calories isn't the
success of our health and fitness.

u Healthy 'f°°d plate balance, poor coordination, slurred speech, tremors, numbness,
recommendations: N extreme fatigue, problems with memory and concentration, pa-
1. Vegetables and  fruit: ralysis and blindness.

Comprises 50% of the meal. Fill ¥

i These symptoms can come and go, or persist and worsen
your plate with lots of color, texture

over time. Most people are diagnosed between the ages of 20

and variety like spinach, kale, and 50, although individuals as young as 2 and as old as 75 have
broccoli, peppers and squash for developed the disease, the society says.
example. Medications can slow the progression of MS and help patients

2. Whole grains: Makes up % of
your plate. Enjoy whole grains like
quinoa, brown rice or barley. These

manage symptoms, but there’s no cure.
To see how patients did over the long term after stem cell
transplants, Saccardi and colleagues followed 281 patients from

foods are high in fiber and great
complex carbohydrates.

3. Lean protein: The remaining
Y4 of the plate is reserved for lean
protein. Enjoy your favorite fish,
chicken breast, tofu or beans.

13 countries who received stem cell transplants between 1995
and 2006.
The researchers found that 46 percent of the patients experi-
enced progression-free survival at five years after transplant.
Within 100 days of transplant, however, eight patients died
(nearly 3 percent). Those deaths were related to the transplants,

4. Finally, drink plenty of water
and stay active as part of a healthy
lifestyle!

Saccardi said.

The researchers think these deaths were most likely due to
the transplant technology used before 2006, which has since
improved. (Source: usnews.com)

SH.LAVASANI

09123103526

(Source: verywell.com)
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CHUNESE
RESTAVRNNT

SINCE 1968
(+9821) 22230292 - 22219036
Add: Shariati Ave., Pol-e-Roomi, Top of Qeytarieh, Tehran

J

Zafranieh:Brand new,300 sq.m,4

zafranieh:230sq.m ,3 bedrs,all brand new,indoor s/p,furn.2200$
Elahieh:170 sq.m,3 bedrs,nice view,large balcony,furn.2500%

bedrs,3 bathrs,f.furn.3400$

Velenjak:250 sq.m,4 bedrs,nice view,indoor s/p,furn.3200$

3

Mr. Arvin
09121434592

Add: No833, Palladium mall

Tel & fax: 021-22656523

~ PALLADIUM MALL E-Mail: Topplan.palladium@gmail.com mdoils o7l 4 ol V"Pf

1- 250 sq.m super luxury, classic plan, beautiful view, natural light, high security

3-

Tel: 88888007 Fax: 88679936

www.iraniahome.com
Email: info@iraniahome.com
Lond o )lo3 T g Yag 20 oo (SUlo
weojle Lilolyd 4 0)lal Caa 1,
villa - Elahie
1000 SQM land - 1000 SQM
built up Quite fantastic

ISF-EHSANI Real Estate
IRAN-SARAYE-FERESHTEH

300 sq.m luxury furnished, full facilities, high security, beautiful entrance
500 sq.m villa, green yard, open pool, big trace, triplex, very good plan

Elahieh 0912-4388634

JTeasl byl b 1y Lol Sho

N

full facilities - access to all

ready to move in
Fair price  Ahrabi 09192571076

Tel: (021) 22022920 Fax: (021) 26201855
www.maskanfereshteh.com ' maskanfereshteh@gmail.com
Add.: No. 18, Hojjat Bldg., Sharifimanesh Intersection, Fereshteh, Elahiech

-
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Indian Restaurant

Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) — Rah
Crossroads — Valiasr St.
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FIRST INDIAN RESTAURANT
IN IRAN
PRIVATE PARKING LOT

imzade Alley — Taleqgani
Tel: 66476855
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10 hot titles of IT world

By Alireza Khorasani

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed
by savvy tech users:

In a new interview with Quartz, Microsoft

founder Bill Gates makes a rather stunning
argument—that robots who replace human workers
should incur taxes equivalent to that worker’s income
taxes.

A New Zealand court ruled that internet

entrepreneur Kim Dotcom could be extradited
to the United States to face charges relating to his
Megaupload website, which was shutdown in 2012
following an FBI-ordered raid on his Auckland mansion.

Amazon promises 15,000 new full-time jobs in
Europe amid regulatory scrutiny.
Amazon said it plans to increase its European workforce
by more than 30 percent this year as the company seeks
to highlight its positive economic impact amid several
ongoing EU investigations.

WhatsApp now lets you post status updates that
disappear within 24 hours.
WhatsApp began to roll out a new feature that lets its
1.2 billion users share status updates that include photos,
videos, and GIFs. Each status update that can be shared
with friends in your contact list disappears after 24 hours.

Paradox has created another hit by giving its

audience the in-depth strategy war game it
craves.
Hearts of Iron IV has surpassed half a million copies sold
since its debut in June, according to publisher Paradox
Interactive. This World War I grand strategy game has
players taking control of any nation with the goal of
defeating the Axis, the Allies, and The Comintern powers.

Google has added a significant feature to its
Chrome OS desktop operating system. The
latest version of the dev channel of Chrome OS — version
58.0.3007.0 — lets you unlock your Chromebook using a
fingerprint scanner.
You can enable the new "Quick Unlock” feature by going
to chrome://flags on a Chromebook.

7 Apple might show off a new four-inch iPhone SE
with more storage and new iPad Pro tablets at an

event next month, according to a new report.

In addition to refreshing its 9.7-inch and 12.9-inch iPad

Pro, Apple will also reveal an iPad whose display will be

larger than the former and smaller than the latter, at 10.5

inches, the Japanese blog Macotakara reported.

Drones are now being used to study bird songs
by a group of ornithologists at Gettysburg
College in Pennsylvania.

Uber launches ‘urgent investigation’ into sexual
harassment claims.
Move comes after former Uber engineer Susan Fowler
wrote blog outlining allegations of discrimination and

sexism at cab-hailing app company.
10 Microsoft's next-gen HololLens reportedly won't
arrive until 2019.

The company won't iterate on its gen-one headset.

The MotherBox could deliver
truly wireless charging

Truly wireless charging is a promise that technology com-
panies have been making for years. “Wouldn't it be nice/
they ask, "if your gadgets could charge without any wires?”
Unfortunately, wireless charging today tends to still require
direct physical contact to a charging pad or inductive charg-
er — more convenient than a plug, to be sure, but not the
magical, wireless future we were promised.

The MotherBox is an Indiegogo project that claims to
be able to deliver on that promise, by offering truly wireless
charging. Yank Tech, the company behind the MotherBox,
claims that the device
can supply 2 watts of
power to a smartphone
20 inches away. That
charging rate improves
as you get closer: be-
tween 15 inches and 10
inches, the MotherBox
supplies 4W of power,
between eight inches
away to five inches gets
. you 8W, and connected
W Gevices within five inch-

es’ charge at 10W.

: There are a few

= catches, though. While

S the MotherBox charges

devices wirelessly, the

truncated icosahedron-shaped device itself needs to be

plugged in (although the company is offering a smaller, port-

able battery pack version that doesn't need constant pow-

er, at the expense of a far more limited range). Additionally,

your phone will need a receiver attached back of your phone

and plugged into the charging port to actually work with the

MotherBox and receive power (althoughYank Tech promises
to support Lightning, Micro USB, and USB-C).

MotherBox is available to back on Indiegogo for a $79
early-bird price. Yank Tech hopes to ship the first wave of
products in September later this year.

(Source: theverge)
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Ransomware has exploded
thanks to Bitcoin’s anonymity

By Dean Takahashi

ansomware is one of the oldest cy-
Rkserthreats, but it has made a big

omeback in the past couple of
years because it has become much easier
to perpetrate against consumers, business-
es, hospitals, and government agencies.

With ransomware, cyber thieves steal a
user’s data and threaten to destroy it unless
the user pays them a ransom. One study by
Infoblox found that ransomware increased
3,500 percent from the fourth quarter of 2015
to the first quarter of 2016. Ransoms paid also
went up 10 times during that period. (Here's a
chronicle of ransomware attacks).

Chris Young, CEO of Intel Security, said
last week at a private dinner and in his key-
note speech at the RSA security conference
that ransomware was first detected in 1989,
but it didn't explode until recently. In the
past, it was easier for law enforcement to
catch the perpetrator as they tried to pick
up the ransom.

‘It wasn't until the advent of Bitcoin in
our society that ransomware was able to
take off’ Young said. “Because now, as an
attacker, I can anonymously monetize my
target”

He added, "The weaponization of data
becomes a real threat to all of us. Id argue
it's quite likely to be our next advanced, per-
sistent threat”

Bitcoin, the crypto currency introduced
in 2008, enables two parties to exchange
money without knowing who the other
one is. During the past year, security firm

Kaspersky identified ransomware as the
biggest cybersecurity threat.

At first, cyber criminals used ransom-
ware schemes against unsuspecting con-
sumers. The criminals stole their passwords,
locked down their computers with cryptog-
raphy, and then demanded ransoms in the
hundreds of dollars to unlock the comput-
ers. Faced with no choice, the victims paid
the ransoms in Bitcoin. And that helped the
problem grow and become much more
lucrative, said Steve Grobman, chief tech-
nology officer at Intel Security, at the dinner.

The ransomware threat has been grow-
ing. A ransomware app even made it into
the Google Play store in January.

Young said that the growing number of

2004 2006 2008

attack types has also come with new attack
surfaces, as the number of devices that we
use in our daily lives is growing well beyond
computers and smartphones. The Internet
of Things devices, such as security camer-
as or TV webcams, are also vulnerable to
viruses and other attacks. And they can be
used as stepping stones to larger, more
threatening attacks.

And ransomware is moving on to bigger
targets. The focus is increasingly on places like
hospitals, which have restrictions on what they
can do with patient data. The bad guys find
out where the computer backups are stored,
they penetrate them and encrypt them, and
then they hold the data for ransom.

Cyber attackers held an Austrian hotel

network for ransom. The criminals demand-
ed $1,800 in Bitcoin to unlock the network
while preventing guests from checking in
and out of the hotel and locking them out
of their guest rooms. The hotel paid up.

A crypto ransomware attack also hit San
Franciscos Municipal Transportation Agen-
¢y as an infection spread across the Muni
system’s networks, taking down ticketing
systems. The criminals asked for $73,000 in
exchange for restoration of the Muni data.

Ed Skoudis, instructor at the SANS Insti-
tute, predicts that the crypto ransomware
perpetrators will go after small to mid-sized
banks next.

Young, meanwhile, worries about the at-
tack targets in homes, thanks to the Internet
of Things.

“The target is now the weapon,” Young
said. “Now we have to turn our attention
to data being weaponized against us. What
we used to think about protecting — we
now have to be protected against. It's the
strangest irony. The target is now the weap-
on. We've given the enemy all of the scale
they could possibly want by connecting our
homes with smarter, better, faster devices!

Young said that the fragmented cyber-
security industry must work together.

“We're the most fragmented sector in all
of IT/ he said.

The industry has formed the collabora-
tive Cyber Threat Alliance group, and it has
created No More Ransom, a site that helps
victims of ransomware recover their data.

(Source: venturebeat)

Google and Microsoft agree crackdown on illegal downloads

US tech giants Google and Microsoft have reached a
truce with the Government and the creative industries
in a bitter and long-running battle over links to pirated
films and music online.

The search engine operators have signed up to a
clampdown that will see the UK's copyright watchdog
monitor the search results they provide for unlawful
websites.

The agreement follows years of campaigning by
record labels and film studios, which have accused
Google and Microsoft of turning a blind eye to piracy
and dragging their feet over measures to protect
copyright online.

Jo Johnson, the minister for universities, science,
research and innovation, said that the search engines’
“relationships with our world leading creative industries
needs to be collaborative”.

"It is essential that [consumers] are presented with
links to legitimate websites and services, not provided

with links to pirate sites,” he said.

Under a new voluntary code, the tech giants have
committed to demote websites that have repeatedly
been served with copyright infringement notices, so
that they do not appear on the first page for common
searches. Search engine autocomplete functions, a
time-saving feature that suggests what users may be
looking for, should also remove terms that may lead to
pirate websites rather than legitimate services that pay
fees to copyright holders.

Compliance with the code will be monitored by
the Intellectual Property Office (IPO) over the next
few months. In the summer the watchdog could
recommend further action by the Business Secretary
Greg Clark, potentially triggering legislation that
imposes fines and other sanctions.

Google has argued that search engines are not a
major source of traffic to piracy websites. A spokesman
said: “Google has been an active partner for many

years in the fight against piracy online. We remain
committed to tackling this issue and look forward to
further partnership with rights holders”

According to the IPO, around 15pc of UK internet
users, or around 6.7m Britons, access pirated films,
music, books and other material online.

Although the code is voluntary, the IPO will monitor
how Google and Bing respond over the next few
months. In the summer it can recommend further
action by the Business Secretary Greg Clark which
could lead to legislation that imposes fines or other
measures.

Google has long argued that search engines are
not a major source of traffic to piracy websites. A
spokesman said: "Google has been an active partner
for many years in the fight against piracy online. We
remain committed to tackling this issue and look
forward to further partnership with rights holders”

(Source: telegraph)

Julian Assange ‘happy’ about the rise
of fake news

Wikileaks founder Julian Assange is

fake news out there because we have

°
™ A

Samsung Electronics will sell refurbished

Samsung to sell refurbished
Note 7

Samsung earlier announced that 98

taking time out from hiding in the
Ecuadorian embassy in London to sing
the praises of fake news. He appeared
via satellite at a Q&A in Sydney,
Australia  this weekend, where he
defended his organization and painted
the traditional press as “opportunistic
snipers” who publish  "weaponized
text!”

“When the narrative of fake news
came out and was then taken off
effectively by the neo-liberal press and
pushed around ... I could see exactly
where that was going. I was rather
happy about it/ he told the crowd,
according to Cnet. "WikiLeaks is very
happy that there is a narrative about

a perfect record of having never got it
wrong in terms of authentications!

Assange went on to describe
Wikileaks as “a wonderful library you
can trust” and a source of “original
pristine information.”

‘I think that is the real beauty of
WikiLeaks ... it is that sea of information,
that treasure, that intellectual treasure,
that rebel library of Alexandria you can
go into”

Assange’s  views are  ironic
considering his organization’s role in
the 2016 presidential election. He was
critical of Clinton and turned Wikileaks
into a weapon against her.

(Source: engadget)

Galaxy Note 7s to minimize profit dam-
age and avoid environmental costs,
South Korean local media reports.

The company will reduce the battery
capacity from the original’s 3,500 mAh,
reports Hankyung.The units will be mostly
sold in India, Vietnam, and other emerg-
ing markets, but the company may also
consider selling them in South Korea be-
fore the launch of the Galaxy Note 8.

Involved divisions will finish refurbish-
ing the Note 7 by May and begin selling
the phones as early as June, the report
said. The battery capacity is expected to
be between 3,000 and 3,200 mAh.

Core components will be reused but
cases will be newly made.

percent of the 3.06 million devices dis-
tributed to the market had been recalled.
200,000 of the units were used to find
out the cause of the battery fires and
Samsung expects there are 2.5 million
units on standby, Hankyung said.

Selling refurbished phones will also al-
low the firm to avoid paying a fine for en-
vironmental damages. Korea’s environment
ministry previously said it may levy a fine
on the tech giant if the remaining stocks of
Note 7s are not deposed of properly.

Last month, Samsung announced
that faulty batteries were the cause of the
debacle last year and stressed that there
was nothing wrong with the phone itself

(Source: zdnet)

Telegram for Android receives custom theme support and theme editor

Users of the Android version of security-focused
messaging service Telegram can now apply custom
themes throughout the app's user interface. Shortly
after the Telegram desktop client was updated with
support for custom themes, the Android version
received the same treatment, allowing users to
create, edit, and share themes with others.

The update comes with three themes pre-
installed — the default one, a blue one, and a cool

new dark look that's perfect for texting late at night
— but you're probably going to head to the new
built-in editor and make your own one anyway,
so that's that. The editor itself is nothing overly
involved, but allows you enough freedom to fine-
tune the various colors across Telegram'’s Ul to your
liking using a color wheel.

If you don't feel like creating your own theme, but
would instead like to check out what other people

have come up with, you can head over to the
@Themes channel for some user-created looks for
the Android and Desktop versions of Telegram.
According to a blog post by the company, iOS
users won't be left behind and will be getting not only
custom themes in the near future, but “something
different” and “truly epic” as well. They will just have
to "hold on for a couple of weeks".
(Source: telegram)
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Teens with PTSD and conduct disorder have
difficulty recognizing facial expressmns

Adolescents with posttraumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) symptoms are more
likely to misidentify sad and angry
faces as fearful, while teens with
symptoms of conduct disorder tend
to interpret sad faces as angry, finds
a study by NYU’s Steinhardt School of
Culture, Education, and Human De-
velopment.

"Our findings suggest that exposure
to stress and trauma can have acute
emotional impacts that simply translate
to misidentification of important affec-
tive cues,” said Shabnam Javdani, assis-
tant professor of applied psychology at
NYU Steinhardt, who led the study with
Naomi Sadeh of the University of Del-
aware. The study was published in the
February issue of the journal Child and
Adolescent Mental Health.

Research suggests that trauma in-
creases the risk for the development
of both PTSD and conduct disorder -
a group of behavioral and emotional
problems characterized by callous-
ness or aggression towards others -
in teens. These disorders, which often

M Facial expressions
Trauma has also been associated with
an impaired ability to recognize facial

expressions. Understanding facial ex-
pressions is critical for social functioning
and communicating emotions. Earlier
studies have found that youth with PTSD
and conduct disorder symptoms have
deficits in emotional processing that are

Professor Shabnam Javdani

associated with aggressive behavior and
impaired social functioning. These inter-
personal problems may be connected to
youth misinterpreting social cues con-
veyed through facial expressions.

The study included 371 teens, ages 13-
19, who were enrolled in therapeutic day
schools in Chicago or Providence, R.I.

The teens completed a structured di-

agnostic assessment and a facial affect
recognition task.

H PTSD symptom

Seventeen percent of participants had
at least one PTSD symptom, and 12.4
percent met the criteria for a PTSD di-
agnosis. Eighty-five percent of the teens
studied had at least one conduct disorder
symptom, and approximately 30 percent
met the criteria for a diagnosis of conduct
disorder. In addition, 17 percent of those
studied had symptoms of both PTSD and
conduct disorder.

The researchers found that youth with
emotional and behavior problems gener-
ally had more difficulty accurately iden-
tifying angry faces than fearful or sad
faces. However, when they looked at par-
ticipants with PTSD or conduct disorder
symptoms, their findings varied.

Higher levels of PTSD symptoms were
associated with less accurate identification
of angry faces compared with fearful and
sad faces; specifically, youth with greater
PTSD symptoms were more likely to mis-
take sad and angry emations for fear.

"Fear is particularly relevant for un-

co-occur, have an immense impact on
the well-being and healthy develop-
ment of adolescents; if left untreat-
ed, they increase the risk of hurting
others or oneself substance use, and
mental health problems in adulthood.

The researchers found that youth with emotional
and behavior problems generally had more
difficulty accurately identifying angry faces than

fearful or sad faces.

derstanding PTSD, as the disorder has
been associated with a ‘survival mode’ of
functioning characterized by an overac-
tive fight-or-flight response and increased
threat perception,” Javdani said.

(Source: EurekAlert)

Wildlife more threatened by climate change than prevmusly thought

e

After years of warnings that climate change poses a
threat to Earth’s biodiversity, a new study finds that the
damage has already begun.

The authors of a paper have performed a “‘compre-
hensive analysis” of 130 previous studies on how climate
change has affected threatened and endangered spe-
cies.

"We did the study because no one had really pulled
together the evidence of how much climate change has
impacted species to date,” one of the study’s co-authors,
James Watson, said.

Concerns about wildlife losses are nothing new, but
this new study demonstrates that climate change is
pressuring endangered species more than previously
thought.

M Threatened by climate change

Scientists had previously estimated that 4 percent of
birds and 7 percent of mammals on the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature's “Red List" are
threatened by climate change, according to Science Re-
corder.

But this new study says the effects of climate are much,
much broader. Dr. Watson and his colleagues revised
those estimates upward to 23.4 percent of threatened
birds and 47 percent of threatened terrestrial mammals.

While the study focused just on birds and mammals,
Watson, director of the science and research initiative
at the Wildlife Conservation Society based in New York
City, says it bodes poorly for the well-being of other spe-
cies.

“We looked at only the most mobile species that
probably should adapt the best and we found that
they're getting hammered,” he told LiveScience. Plants,
aquatic, and cold-blooded animals could have an even
harder time adjusting to higher temperatures, more fre-
quent natural disasters, and other climate change-in-
duced changes.

This conclusion comes on the heels of findings that
58 percent of wildlife populations have declined since
1970, and that one-tenth of Earth’s wilderness areas
have been destroyed since 1993.

M Legal tools

Now, conservationists are repurposing legal tools
meant to protect endangered species from older threats
to keep them safe from the effects of climate change.

The "legal battle for bearded seals is similar to the
one wrought for polar bears, and there may be more
to come, some experts say, especially with other species
of seals. Previous studies have also found that birds and
some other animals are similarly threatened by climate

change due to loss of habitat”

The new comprehensive analysis of these studies
may bolster conservationists” work, and not a moment
too soon. “We have to give species their best chance
to overcome this, and the only way to do that is to
keep nature intact,” Watson said. “It's pretty simple real-
ly, we've just got to stop altering nature and degrading
nature. We've got to keep things functioning and hope
for the best!

(Source: The CSM)

British scientists could fly into space to research vaccines and medicines

British scientists will be able to fly to the
edge of space to conduct vital medical
experiments under new powers unveiled
last week.

Laws paving the way for spaceports in
the UK will allow experiments to be con-
ducted in zero gravity which could help
develop medicines.

The powers will allow the launch of
satellites from the UK for the first time,
horizontal flights to the edge of space
for scientific experiments and the estab-
lishment and operation of spaceports in
regions across the UK.

Next steps involve government en-
couraging business and industry to come
forward with specific proposals for space
launches and the introduction of a Bill lat-
er this year, after which specific rules and
regulations will developed for operators
- such as safety and insurance measures.
In addition, the government is inviting
commercial space businesses to bid for
funding to help create a space launch

market in the UK.

M Direct access to space

The sector is vital to the future of the
UK economy, it creates high-value jobs
and generates wealth across the country.
Our regions will benefit from direct access
to space as the building of local space-
ports will lead to more demand in hospi-
tality and tourism services, creating jobs
and opportunities. The UK construction,
engineering and service sector will bene-
fit too from supply-chains and supporting
services.

Together the new powers and funding
will potentially allow a commercial space-
flight from a UK spaceport by 2020.

Space satellites are vital for our daily
lives —once launched they can help provide
broadband to rural communities, monitor
weather systems as they move around the
earth, and even help rural health workers
who use satellite communications to diag-
nose and assist patients situated far from
specialist health services.

The move has the potent|a| to take
UK scientists up to space so they can re-
search and develop vaccines and antibi-
otics, which grow differently where there
is no gravity. The flights could also carry
out hundreds of vital scientific experi-
ments on medical issues such as aging
and the human body.

The UK's space sector is the future of
the British economy. It already employs

thousands of people and supports indus-
tries worth more than £250 million to the
economy, and we want to grow it further.

H Importance of saellites

Forty years ago, meteorologists
couldn't have imagined the impor-
tance of satellites for predicting the
weather.

We have never launched a spaceflight
before from this country. Our ambition is
to allow for safe and competitive access
to space from the UK, so we remain at the
forefront of a new commercial space age,
for the next 40 years.

Although the UK is a world-leader
when it comes to satellite technolo-
gy and services, businesses currently
have to rely on launch services locat-
ed in other countries such as the U.S.,
Japan, or India, and often have to
share launch vehicles, which can lead
to delays and restrictions on where
satellites can go.

(Source: phys.org)

New research shows how ‘atmospheric rivers’ wreak havoc around the globe

An “atmospheric river” is a colorful term for a sinuous
plume of moisture that travels up from the tropics — a
single plume can carry more water than the Mississippi
River at its mouth. But new research shows that atmos-
pheric rivers are also among the most damaging weath-
er systems around.

The atmospheric rivers that soaked California this
winter did some good — they ended an epic drought
in the state.

"This has been a very active winter, atmospheric riv-
er-wise," reports Jeff Zimmerman of the National Weath-
er Service. "We've probably had 10 or more ... this win-
ter” The norm is just a few; being a La Nina year, with
cooler water in the eastern Pacific, was part of the reason
for the abundance.

Atmospheric rivers are famously wet. But atmospher-
ic scientist Duane Waliser has done some new research
that shows they're also remarkably windy.

Bl Decades of storms

Waliser studied two decades of storms around the
globe at mid-latitudes — that is, outside the tropics.
When he focused on the very windiest — the top 2 per-
cent — he found that “atmospheric rivers are typically

associated with 30 and even up to 50 percent of those
very extreme cases’

Atmospheric rivers were also responsible for almost
that percentage of the very wettest storms, too.

But the windiness was surprising. Waliser found that
winds during an atmospheric river are typically twice
the speed of the average storm. He says emergency re-
sponders need to know that.

“Not only do (atmospheric rivers) come with this po-
tential for flooding hazards,” he says, “they also come
with potential for high impact winds and extremes that
can produce hazardous conditions!

In fact, the atmospheric river that hit California on
Jan. 8 knocked over a famous — and gigantic — se-
quoia in a state park.

l Atmospheric rivers

A storm on Jan. 10 dumped several inches of snow
over the Pacific Northwest. Atmospheric rivers like these
funnel moisture from the tropics.

Waliser, who's with NASAs Jet Propulsion Lab in Cal-
ifornia, says the combination of water and high wind
is especially costly. Over the past two decades, for ex-
ample, Europe experienced 19 storms that each did at

3

least a billion dollars in damage. "And so out of these 19
storms,” he says, "we associated atmospheric rivers with
14 out of the 19"

Waliser's research appears in the journal Nature
Geoscience. He says his next project is to find out if
climate change will make atmospheric rivers more fre-
quent.

(Source: npr.org)
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SpaceX successfully
launches to ISS from
Apolio 11 pad

A SpaceX Falcon rocket blasted off on Sunday from a Florida
launch pad once used to send NASA astronauts to the moon,
a step forward for billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk and
his company’s goal of ferrying astronauts to the International
Space Station.

The 230-foot tall
Falcon 9 soared off the
seaside launch pad 39A
at the Kennedy Space
Center at 09:39 AM. EST
carrying a Dragon cargo
ship loaded with sup-
plies and science experi-
ments for the station.

Nine minutes after
blastoff, the main sec-
tion of the rocket flew
back to a landing pad at
nearby Cape Canaver-
al Air Force Station, the
eighth successful touch-
down for Space Explora-
tion Technologies Corp.

“Baby came back,” Musk promptly tweeted, celebrating
the landing.

SpaceX had decided to delay the mission on Saturday, 13
seconds before launch, due to concerns about the steering
system in the rocket's upper stage.

The liftoff marked a successful debut for SpaceX
at Kennedy's Launch Complex 39A, originally built for
the 1960s-era Apollo moon program and later repur-
posed for the space shuttles. SpaceX plans to use the
pad for commercial missions, as well as future crewed
flights.

What makes this launch special is the milestone it repre-
sents for an often underappreciated component of space-
flight — the launch pad. Pad 39A served as the origin for a
number of aeronautical landmarks, from the first lunar land-
ing to early space shuttle flights.

Its next launch will mark its first action since the last shuttle
flight more than half a decade ago.

(Source: The CSM)

Rambling and
long-windedness may be
indicative of dementia, say
scientists

Participants were asked to create a sentence out of three
words — “stove’, "water” and “pot” — and while healthy indi-
viduals produced a precise sentence, those with MCl strug-
gled.

"One difference is the mean length of utterance how many
words MCI subjects used versus healthy older subjects,” said
lead researcher Dr. Janet Cohen Sherman, from Massachu-
setts General Hospital.

"It was a very significant difference!

She said subjects with MCl also tended to lose their train
of thought as they spoke, but stressed that many people do
this anyway and that it is those who develop the trait sudden-
ly who should give cause for concern.

One of the principal challenges currently facing medics is
establishing better methods of detecting dementia early, as
people can then be trained to cope better with the disease.

The speech trial could lay the foundation for a new diag-
nostic tool to help doctors distinguish between normal dete-
rioration that comes with aging and the onset of Alzheimer’s.

Speaking at the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science annual meeting in Boston, Dr. Sherman said
she hoped a new test could be available within five years.

She also cited a previous study comparing the speech of
Ronald Reagan and George HW Bush who were about the
same age when they became US presidents.

“Ronald Reagan started to have a decline in the number
of unique words with repetitions of statements over time,
whereas George HW Bush didn't she said.

(Source: The Telegraph)

NASA has made a huge
discovery about planets
outside our Solar System

Has NASA found evidence of life in space? Some of the
world's leading voices on life beyond Earth will gather for
a NASA press conference Wednesday where an important
announcement on planets outside our solar system was ex-
pected to be made, NASA announced Monday. Exoplanets
are widely believed to be the best hope of finding life else-
where in the universe.

NASA vowed to broadcast the announcement featuring
astronomers and planetary scientists from across the world
on NASA Television and the agency's website.

The announcement comes as NASA has also been work-
ing to send a lander to Europa, Jupiter’s ice moon, to explore
the potential for extraterrestrial life. The project includes de-
termining whether life can thrive on Europa.

The full press release about Wednesday's major an-
nouncement titled "“NASA to Host News Conference on Dis-
covery Beyond Our Solar System” can be found below:

"NASA will hold a news conference at 1 p.m. EST Wednes-
day, Feb. 22, to present new findings on planets that orbit
stars other than our sun, known as exoplanets. The event will
air live on NASA Television and the agency's website.

Limited seating is available in the NASA TV studio for me-
dia who would like to attend in person at the agency’s Head-
quarters at 300 E Street SW in Washington. Media unable to
attend in person may ask questions by telephone.

(Source: IBT)
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16th Intl. Environment
Exhibition to open on Friday

TEHRAN — The 16th International
d e sk Environment Exhibition will open at the
Tehran Permanent International Fairground on Friday.

Some 300 domestic companies along with 20 companies
from Germany, South Korea, England, the Netherlands, Italy,
Denmark, China, Sweden, Finland, New Zealand, France, Japan,
Russia, Norway, and Austria will present their products at the
event and set the scene for more pro-environment activities,
the Department of Environment official website reported.

Over the four-day event companies and organizations
would introduce their achievements in environmental fields,
namely new energies, recycling, water and wastewater
treatment, pollutant monitoring devices, etc.

The exhibition main theme is ‘green economy, resilient
economy” for the third consecutive year.

Efficient use of energy, waste management, urban
management, environment conservation programs, low-
emission vehicles, and protecting natural resources are of the
other themes of the event.

Trump wigs in big demand
during Carnival season
in Austria

PFAFSTAETTEN, Austria (AP) — So many people want to
be Donald Trump this Carnival season in Austria that some
costume shops have run out of wigs mimicking the U.S. pres-
ident's memorable hairstyle.

Shop owner Manuela Plank, recognizing a business op-
portunity, went to work making her own toupees a la Trump.

Plank thought she was ready to meet demand with the 10
Trump wigs she had stocked for Austria’s pre-Lenten season of
balls and other masked events. But they were quickly snapped up.

That's when she started snipping, backcombing, teasing and
spraying blond hairpieces to give them the trademark Trump look.

‘It all takes quite a bit of time,” Plank said as she assessed
her latest creation on Monday. “You have to do a lot of
back-combing. But you can get it done”

Her shop in the town of Pfaffstaetten, south of Vienna car-
ries over 7,000 costumes, including ancient Greek outfits and
the lace and ruffles of the Rococo period. But the Trump look
is trumping most others.

Plank says that 25 of her Trump wigs are now in circulation
within her community of just 3,500 people. Since Carnival ex-
tends into early March this year, she is making more.

“Tthink it's simply because a lot of people are talking about
him. And because everybody knows him,” she said. "And his
hairstyle is very distinctive”

While many Austrians go all-out for Carnival, Plank says
dressing up as Trump carries extra appeal for people who
don't have the patience to create elaborate costumes.

LEARN ENGLISH

I Love That Song!

Host: Welcome back, music lovers, to I Love That Song”! The

game show where we test your musical knowledge to the

extreme! Let's get started! Team A ... Guess this tune:

Team A: Carrying Your Love With Me by George Straight! The

genre is country music!

Host: You are right! One hundred points to team A! Now, for

our next cut.

Team B: Thong Song by Sisqo! I believe the genre is R&B?

Host: One hundred big points for team B! For all our viewers

the acronym R&B stands for

Rhythm and Blues. On that note, DJ, play our next song!

Team B: Superstar by The Carpenters!

Host: And the genre?

Team B: Um... Um... Adult Contemporary?

Host: That's right! A hundred points! Uh oh! That sound

means it's double or nothing! The songs are more difficult

and the points are doubled! Let's hear our next song!

Team A: Too easy! That song is Kinslayer by the Finnish power

metal group, Nightwish!

Host: You are correct! Very impressive team Al And it seems

we have a tie! It's time now for the tie-breaker round! Each

team will be played three songs and they must tell us the

genre of each song in less than five seconds!

Team A, are you ready?

Team A: Ready!

Host: Let's hear it!

Team A: Hip Hop, Classical and Gothic metal!

Host: You are right! Team B, the pressure is on, if you get all

of them right, we will move on to sudden death. If you miss

one, you lose! DJ, Let's hear it!

Team B: Rap, Disco and... And...

M Key vocabulary

to the extreme: if someone does something to extremes,

they do it to a point beyond what is normal or acceptable

genre: a kind of literary or artistic work

acronym: abbreviations

double or nothing: used when you want to bet twice as much

impressive: something that is impressive makes you admire

it because it is very good, large, important etc.

tie: the result of a game, competition, or election when two or

more people or teams get the same number of points, votes etc.

tie-breaker: an extra question in a game, used to decide who

will win when two people have the same number of points

the pressure is on: the outcome or result depends on you

sudden death: a way of deciding the winner of a game when

the scores are equal at the end. The game goes on until one

player or team gains the lead

M Supplementary vocabulary

air guitar: when a person pretends to play the guitar when

listening to music

a cappella: to sing without any instruments or music

encore: a demand by an audience for an additional

performance at the end of a concert

chorus: a part of a song repeated after each verse

hit: a person or thing that gains wide appeal or fame
(Source: irlanguage.com)
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Ebtekar urges Iraq to join hands
with Iran to tackle dust storms

TEHRAN — The chief of Iran’s
d e sk Department of Environment has urged
Iraq to take effective measures to get the grips with dust
storms in collaboration with Iran.

Over a phone call Masoumeh Ebtekar has asked Iraqi
Health Minister Adeelah Humood to help implement
the previously signed memorandums of understanding
on addressing dust storms between Iran and Irag,
Nasimonline reported on Monday.

It is of great importance to control and manage hot
spots where dust storms usually originate from in Iraq
and lead to severe periods of suffocating dust storms in
southwestern Iran, she highlighted.

Mentioning recent dust storms occurred in Khuzestan
province in January and February which also resulted in
public utility outage Ebtekar has asked the Iraqgi official to
make arrangement to deal with the predicament.

Minister Humood, for his part, also expressed
readiness and pledges to follow up on the issue.

B Taking political advantage not to benefit
environment

Elsewhere in her remarks environment chief regretted
the fact that some are trying to fish in troubled waters
by taking political advantage from Khuzestan dust
storms which would neither benefit the country nor the
environment.

“The issue of dust storms need to be resolved and
handled tactfully and we need to come up with a plan,
she suggested.

The government gives high priority to environmental
issues including Khuzestan air pollution and cares much about
this province, IRNA news agency quoted Ebtekar as saying.

Industrial activities are important as they create
job opportunities and result in economic growth but
not at the cost of causing pollution and harms to the

F 2 e
environment and public health, she pointed.
She went on to state that “the current administration
is ready to hear about the problems and intends to
resolve the, so we hope that with the help of the public
and non-governmental groups we manage to protect
the environment!
B Khuzestan province crying for help
Dust storms and unhealthful levels of air pollution
in Khuzestan province is causing serious disturbance
to the local residents and has lately sparked protests

==
in the region.
That and crippling power and water supply cuts
accompanying the dust storms has made it almost
unbearable for the locals to deal with their current situation.
The dust storms are believed to originate from hot
spots- mostly totally dried up wetlands- located in Irag and
Iran. Years of mismanagement, shortsightedness, inefficient
and unsustainable exploitation of the resources, and war
have contributed to the wetlands dryness and turned the
blessing into a curse.

Warning: These 9 mistakes will destroy your leadership effectiveness

By Andreas Jones

he majority may agree that

I leadership is a lonely job. It

might be that way many times

because you are privy to the privileged

and confidential information that you

cannot share with other people in the
organization.

Nobody is a natural born leader. There are
evolving practices as well as characteristics
that really make up a great leader. However,
they are constantly changing and everybody
has at least a few of them.

Leaders are prone to take risks and
those risks may cause others to see them
as ‘losers, especially if the leaders don't
have full knowledge of what the endeavor
consists of before they become involved.
Some mistakes come from thinking so
radically that it's impossible to know how
taking a chance will turn out. If it turns out
well, the leader is a hero. If not, serious
consequences may be the result.

Here are some mistakes leaders should
be aware of as these might destroy their
leadership effectiveness:

M Failing to admit mistakes

It is important to take note that
mistakes are a part of leadership and
they will surely happen. How the leaders
deal with mistakes is what will make or
break their own reputation.

Leaders should also become aware
of the mistakes that they might commit
since these mistakes can definitely affect
their success. Mistakes are always there to
teach the leaders. They should find ways to
make these mistakes their steppingstone to
succeed in everything they do.

M Losing self-control in front of the public

Those who let their own temper get
the best of them right in front of their
subordinates will certainly suffer long-
term consequences.

B Not setting goals

Leaders should always set smart
goals that are specificc, measurable,
attainable, relevant, and time-bound.
Failing to set any goal or creating plans
to attain them can definitely lead to the
demise of a successful team.

H Not receiving the outside counsel

It is impossible to add one more

thing right to the daily to-do list. On the
other hand, there is always something
that leadership requires the leaders to
make time for and that is mentoring.
Leaders should provide counsel to their
people. Moreover, they must receive it
from others.

M Ignoring the composition of the team

The qualifications, skills, and
personalities of an individual evolve over
time. This is why it is always important to
check in periodically. This is done in order
to ensure that the composition of the
team is still ideal.

M Not delegating

Leaders make things happen through
properly equipped and well-trained
teammates. They may be capable of
completing their tasks, but it is not their
responsibility. The job of the leaders is
to appoint the right people to the right
tasks.

M Assuming guidance is not needed

Those leaders who are not interested in
micromanaging usually operate under the
impression that if the members of the team
need help, they will certainly ask.

M Failing to innovate

Great leadership requires leaders to
anticipate the changes, create a plan that
can address the changes, and most of all
take action right before it arrives.

BImplementing quick fixes

Leaders should be aware that even
the most challenging situations have a
quick-fix option. After implementing this
quick fix or bandage, they sometimes
forget about the problem, so it usually
crops up again. Once the immediate
problem is resolved, the leaders should
focus on developing lasting options for
the challenge.

Leadership effectiveness mainly relies
on the leaders themselves. Since there are
many factors that can affect how the leaders
manage their people and organization, they
should know some important strategies
essential in leading properly. Know what's
expected of you in the leadership position.
You can't lead others if you don't know
what you're striving for, so be sure you're
clear and focused on the vision rather than
the small tasks of the job.

(Source: Lifehack)

London’s pollution is so bad that it forced me to give up my dream PhD

By Vicky Ware

hile the mayor of London Sadiq Khan is acting
\’\/ on the fact that London breached its annual
air pollution limit within just five days this year
by advising Londoners to remain indoors, limit heavy
breathing, and eat vegetables — seemingly everything
other than not driving — millions of people are suffering
serious health effects from exposure to particulate matter,
nitrogen dioxide and myriad other pollutants in the air.
Khan said: “Everyone — from the most vulnerable to
the physically fit — may need to take precautions to pro-
tect themselves from the filthy air”
Despite these warnings the public seem largely

Census reveals oldest Iranian aging 135

A 135-year-old man living in Saqgez, western province of Kordestan, is the oldest
person living in Iran, the recent census has indicated.

Born on February 28, 1882, Ahmad Sufi is healthy and only suffers from hearing
impairment which is pretty normal at this age, ISNA news agency reported.

Sufi has no children of his own but is a step father to his wife's five children, the

report added.

ENGLISH PROVERB

Tree is known by its fruit

Bl Explanation: people are judged by their actions
B For example: The politician may say she believes
in more spending on child care, but the tree is known
by its fruit; she hasn't voted for a single measure that
would help.

unperturbed — like the frog that stays in water as it's
slowly brought to the boail. In October last year I moved
to London to start a PhD at Imperial College, South
Kensington. Pollution wasn't high on my list of worries
— affording accommodation and not getting squashed
while cycling were bigger fears.

It turned out these concerns paled in comparison to
what became patently obvious on my first commute by
bike. The air quality in London is shocking. I've never before
felt the desire to get inside a building so I could breathe.

Red, watering eyes, running nose, sore throat, nausea
and wheezing which soon turned into my first asthma
attack in 10 years. I couldn't believe it. Maybe I was ill?
Unfortunately this wasn't a 24-hour bug. And I couldn’t

ENGLISH IN USE

PHRASAL VERB

Chalk something up

B Meaning: to succeed in getting something, espe-
cially points in a game

M For example: Seattle chalked up another win last
night over Denver.

find a form of transport that left me feeling OK.

Researchers at King's College London have found
that car and bus passengers are exposed to more
pollution than cyclists as the fumes from vehicles in front
are pumped directly into the vents of the vehicle behind,
and the University of Surrey discovered tube users are
exposed to eight times the pollution of car drivers.

The more research I did into the health impact of
pollution the more confused I felt by the nonchalance of
people I met. Fellow students had no idea the air was so
bad for health. The statistics are startling — the European
Environment Agency says areas of London are the most
polluted zones in Europe —and yet Imperial College doesn't
acknowledge this as an issue for its students.
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ENGLISH IDIOM

Battle of wills

B Explanation: a situation in which opposing sides
refuse to change what they want, in the hope that the
other side will decide to change first

M For example: When they separated, neither party
would make concessions - it was a battle of wills.
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WORLD IN FOCUS

Israeli killer soldier’s jail term ‘green
light’ for crimes against Palestinians

A Palestinian government spokesman
has denounced a short prison sentence
handed down to Sergeant Elor Azaria,
the Israeli killer of a Palestinian man, say-
ing it gives the regime forces the “green
light” to commit more crimes against Pal-
estinians.

“The Palestinian government views
this light ruling against the murderer sol-
dier as a green light to the occupation
army to continue its crimes,” Tarek Rish-
mawi said on Tuesday.

The remarks came shortly after a mil-
itary court in Tel Aviv sentenced Azaria
to 18 months in prison for shooting dead
severely-wounded  Palestinian,  Abed
al-Fatah al-Sharif, following an alleged
stabbing attack in the West Bank city of
al-Khalil (Hebron) last year.

Following Tuesday's verdict, Sharif's
father Yusri told journalists, “A year and a
half is a farce” asking, “What does a year
and a half mean? Was he [the Palestinian
victim] an animal to be killed like this, in
this barbaric way?”

The family of Sharif said that Azaria
had carried out a "cold-blooded exe-
cution’, not manslaughter. They added:
“The sentence he received is less than a
Palestinian child gets for throwing stones”

For Palestinians, the trial was viewed
as little more than a farce.

The March 2016 killing, which was
captured on video by a Palestinian hu-
man rights activist, prompted widespread
international condemnation.

The footage shows Azaria cocking
his rifle and fatally shooting Sharif in the
head from just several meters away while
the victim was still alive.

Azaria shot Sharif more than 10 min-
utes after the Palestinian had been se-
verely wounded by other soldiers at a
checkpoint and was lying helpless on the
ground.

Last month, a three-judge military
court convicted the Israeli soldier of
manslaughter, a crime that carries a max-
imum 20-year term.

However, prosecutors had asked for
a three-to-five year sentence, with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu say-
ing he would support any decision to

Leader: Hands at wo

In the 33-day war, all the ways
to help the Lebanese nation and the
valiant and resistant soldiers of Hez-
bollah had been blocked, but by Al-
lah's favor and with reliance on a great
force comprised of the resistant people
of Lebanon, the Zionist regime and its
main ally — the United States of Amer-
ica — suffered a humiliating defeat as a
result of which they will not dare attack
that region anymore. The continuous re-
sistance attempts made by Gaza — which
has now turned into an invincible fortress
— showed in the course of several wars
that this regime is too weak to resist the
willpower of a nation.

The main hero during Gaza wars is the
courageous and resistant nation which
continues to defend this fortress with re-
liance on the power of faith despite en-
during many years of economic siege. It
is necessary to commemorate all groups
involved in the Palestinian Resistance-
including Sarayah al-Quds from Islamic
Jihad, Kataeb al-Izz ad-Din al-Qassam
from Hamas, Kataeb al-Shuhada al-Ag-
sa from Fath and Kataeb Abu Ali Mustafa
from the Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine- all of which played valuable
roles in these wars.

Dear guests!

The dangers originating from the
presence of the Zionist regime should
never be ignored! Therefore, the Resist-
ance should benefit from all the neces-
sary tools for continuing its duty. On this
path, all regional nations and govern-
ments and all freedom seekers in the
world should meet the main needs of
this resistant nation. The main pivot of
the Resistance is the steadfastness and
endurance of the Palestinian people who
have raised courageous and resistant
children. Meeting the needs of the Pal-
estinian people and Palestinian resistance
is an important and vital responsibility
which should be carried out by all of us.

In doing so, we should not ignore the
basic needs of the Resistance in the West
Bank because the West Bank shoulders
the main burden of the suppressed inti-
fada. By learning from its past, the Pal-
estinian Resistance should pay attention
to this important point: the Resistance
and Palestine are too lofty and valuable
to get involved in the differences be-
tween Islamic and Arab countries or the

pardon Azaria.

There has rarely been a trial in Israel
where the judges have been under such
relentless - and mostly hostile - scrutiny.
That appeared to be reflected in their
sentencing, more than a month after
they found Azaria guilty of manslaughter.

Passing the 18-month sentence, the
Israeli court said Azaria had “taken upon
himself to be both judge and execution-
er” and had not expressed regret for his
crime.

It was not immediately clear if Azaria's
lawyers would opt to appeal.

The Israeli regime has come under fire
for using lethal force against Palestinians
and adopting a policy of shoot-to-kill.

The occupied territories have wit-
nessed tensions ever since Israeli forc-
es imposed restrictions on the entry of
Palestinian worshipers into the al-Agsa
Mosque compound in East al-Quds (Je-
rusalem) in August 2015.

According to Palestinian media, over
280 Palestinians have lost their lives at
the hands of Israeli forces since October
2015, when the tensions intensified.

M Elor Azaria verdict: No justice for
Palestinians

Meantime, human rights groups and
Palestinian leaders have condemned

domestic, ethnic and denominational dif-
ferences that exist in different countries.
The Palestinians, particularly Resistance
groups, should appreciate the value of
their precious positions and they should
avoid entering into these differences. Is-
lamic and Arab countries and all Islamic
and national orientations should be at
the service of the Palestinian ideal.

Supporting the Resistance is the
responsibility of all of us. No one
has the right to have special ex-
pectations of them in return for
assistance. The only condition for
assistance is that such assistance is
expended on strengthening the peo-
ple of Palestine and the structure of
the Resistance. Commitment to the
idea of steadfastness in the face of
the enemy and to the Resistance in
all its dimensions guarantees the
continuation of this assistance.

Our position on the Resistance is a
fundamental position, one which has
nothing to do with any particular group.
We are with every group that is steadfast
on this path and every group that aban-
dons this path has drifted away from us.
The depth of our relationship with groups
involved in the Islamic Resistance is only
dependent on the level of their commit-
ment to the principle of the Resistance.

Another point that should be raised is
the existence of some differences between
various Palestinian groups. The existence
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what they called the "extremely lenient”
punishment of Elor Azaria, the Israeli
army medic who was filmed executing a
severely wounded Palestinian in al-Khalil
last year.

‘Azaria should have received a life
sentence. This will not act as a deterrence
to other trigger-happy soldiers,” Jamal
Zahalka, a Palestinian member of the Is-
raeli parliament, told Al Jazeera. “There
are thousands of other soldiers who have
killed Palestinians, but are not on trial.
Israeli pilots dropped bombs on schools
and hospitals in Gaza [in the 2014 war].
Why are they not on trial, too?”

He called Israel a "democracy of guns”,
adding: “The real author of the crimes
against Palestinians is the lIsraeli state.
By putting one individual on trial, Israel
hopes to confer legitimacy on the whole
apparatus of state-sanctioned killing."

Samir Zagout, a spokesman for the al-
Mezan Centre for Human Rights, based
in Gaza, said the lenient sentence came
as "no surprise”.

Addameer, a group defending Pales-
tinian prisoners’ rights, also condemned
the sentence, noting that it was less than
many Palestinians received for belonging
to an organization proscribed by Israel.

Polls showed most Israeli Jews agreed

rk to undermine Pa!es

of differences of opinion is natural and un-
derstandable due to the diversity of tastes
among these organizations and as long as
these differences are confined to this, they
will lead to increasing cooperation and
depth in the fight of the Palestinian people.
However, the problem begins when these
differences culminate in skirmishes and —
God forbid — serious conflicts.

If this happens, these various orien-
tations will practically step into a path
that the common enemy of all of them
wants. They do so by foiling one anoth-
er's powers and capabilities. The man-
agement of disagreements and differ-
ences of opinion is a skill that should be
utilized by all main orientations. They
should formulate their various fighting
plans in a way that those plans only
pressure the enemy and help the cause
to be strengthened. National unity on
the basis of a jihadi plan is a national
necessity for Palestine. It is expected
that all orientations try to achieve this
unity in line with the requests of all the
people of Palestine.

These days, the Resistance is wrestling
with another plot as well which is the ef-
fort of some so-called friends to divert
the resistance and intifada of the people
of Palestine from its course and to sell it
to the enemies of the Palestinian nation in
their secret transactions with them. How-
ever, the Resistance is so intelligent that
it will not fall into this trap. One of the

with Azaria's refusal to show remorse:
They believed he acted appropriately
and had been unfairly singled out for
prosecution.

During the trial, it emerged that
Azaria, 20, held extreme anti-Arab views,
which he expressed regularly on social
media. In one Facebook post during
the 2014 war on Gaza, he called for the
massacre of every Palestinian in the small
coastal enclave.

He also admitted to spending a great
deal of time in al-Khalil with the followers
of the late Meir Kahane, a rabbi whose
virulently anti-Arab Kach party was out-
lawed in 1994 after a supporter, Baruch
Goldstein, shot 29 Palestinians in al-Khal-
il's Ibrahimi mosque.

None of that damaged Azaria’s popu-
larity with a large swath of the Israeli Jew-
ish public. The Israeli media designated
him as “everyone’s son".

Despite prosecuting Azaria, the army
was reported to be worried about the
damage the case was doing to morale.

Local media revealed that, after
Azaria’s conviction last month, a sen-
ior commander approached his father
to persuade the family not to appeal,
reportedly offering them an 18-month
jail term in return. In the end, that was
what the judges imposed, even without
a deal.

Riots erupted outside the court-
room early last month when Azaria
was found guilty. Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Netanyahu was among the senior
politicians who called for a pardon
for Azaria even before the conviction,
implying that the trial itself was a mis-
carriage of justice.

Azaria now has various options to
avert or minimize prison time. He could
request the head of the army’s central
command reduce his sentence. But more
likely, he will launch an appeal. His law-
yers have said they will argue that the
guilty verdict was influenced by state-
ments last year from former Defense
Minister Moshe Yaalon and army com-
manders that there was clear evidence
Azaria shot Sharif.

(Source: agencies)

tine cause

reasons for this is that the people of Pal-
estine are the true leaders of ighting and
of the Resistance, and past experiences
show that by gaining an accurate under-
standing of the conditions, they prevent
these deviations. God forbid, if one of the
Resistance orientations falls into this trap,
they [the people] can reproduce that
need as they have done so in the past. If
a group puts down the flag of Resistance,
another group will undoubtedly emerge
from the heart of the people of Palestine
to hold it up again.

Without a doubt, in this con-
ference, you honorable partici-
pants will only attend to Palestine
which has been subject to lack of
proper and necessary attention in
the past few years. Undoubtedly,
the existing crises in every part of
the region and the Islamic Ummah
deserve attention, but what has
caused this gathering to be held is
the issue of Palestine. This confer-
ence can be a model for all Muslims
and regional nations to gradually
harness their differences by relying
on their common points and to pre-
pare the ground by resolving each
and every one of those differences,
for the increasing reinforcement of
the Muhammadi (God’s greetings
be upon him) Ummah.

Lastly, | deem it necessary to once more
thank all you honorable guests for your val-
uable presence. Also, | would like to thank
the esteemed Speaker of the Islamic Con-
sultative Majlis and his colleagues in the
tenth Majlis for the efforts that they made
to organize this conference.

| ask God the Benevolent to help all
you succeed in serving the issue of Pal-
estine as the most important issue in the
world of Islam and as the pivot of unity
for all Muslims and all liberated individu-
als in the world.

God's greetings and mercy be upon the
lofty souls of all martyrs, particularly upon
the honorable martyrs of resistance in the
face of the Zionist regime, upon all sincere
soldiers of the Resistance front and upon
the immaculate soul of the founder of the
Islamic Republic who paid the upmost at-
tention to the issue of Palestine.

May you be successful and victorious.

Greetings be upon you and Allah’s
mercy and blessings.

INTERNATIONALDAILY

Russian ambassador to

UN Vitaly Churkin passes
away at 64

Russia says its Permanent Representative to the United Na-

tions Vitaly Churkin has “died suddenly” in New York, just a
day before his 65th birthday.
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The Russian Foreign Ministry said in a statement on Mon-
day that Churkin died after being taken ill at work, but gave
no details on the circumstances of his death.

“Wed like to express our sincere condolences to Vitaly
Churkin's family," the Russian Foreign Ministry said but de-
clined to comment on reports that Churkin had been taken
to hospital shortly before his death.

Earlier, Russia’s deputy UN ambassador, Vladimir Safron-
kov, told The Associated Press that Churkin was rushed to a
hospital in New York, where he died.

His cause of death was not immediately known, but a law
enforcement official said he had suffered a cardiac arrest be-
fore being transferred to hospital.

Following the announcement, tributes and messages of
condolences began to pour in.

President Putin offered his condolences to Churkin's family
and to all Russian diplomats.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov also said “the head of
state highly valued Churkin's professionalism and diplomatic
talent”

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
also described him as “a great diplomat of our age," saying
the news of his death was “completely shocking”

UN General Assembly members also stood for a moment
of silence in memory of the late diplomat.

"We've lost one of the most respected and influential
members of the UN family," said UN General Assembly Pres-
ident Peter Thomson.

Meanwhile, Farhan Hag, deputy spokesman for the UN
Secretary General's office, offered his condolences.

“We mourn Ambassador Churkin. He has been such a
regular presence here that I am actually quite stunned. Our
thoughts go to his family, to his friends and to his govern-
ment," he said.

Before being appointed to represent Russia at the UN on
May 1, 2006, Churkin was Ambassador at Large at the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation between 2003
and 2006.

He was Russia’s Ambassador to Canada from 1998 to
2003, Ambassador to Belgium and Liaison Ambassador to
NATO and the Western European Union (WEU) between 1994
and 1998.

Churkin also served as Deputy Foreign Minister and Spe-
cial Representative of the President of the Russian Federation
to the talks on Former Yugoslavia (1992-1994).

(Source: RT)

London’s pollution is so
bad that it forced me to
give up my dream PhD

There is a confusing disparity between com-
pulsory health and safety training to ensure | don't
damage myself lifting a box and the complete lack of
concern that 8.3% of deaths in Kensington and Chelsea
are directly attributable to the air in the surrounding
area. That children who grow up here have stunted lung
growth, and smaller lungs for life. By living in London
you're significantly more likely to develop Alzheimer’s,
heart disease and certain kinds of cancer or have a
stroke. After a single day on campus it took me two
nights out of town to stop wheezing.

Yet my health issues were treated with bemusement
by Imperial. | was an “unusual case”. Attitudes need to
change. Government policy needs to focus on reducing
car journeys, not reducing breathing. Allowing remote
working needs to be prioritized both to allow people
time away from the most polluted areas and to reduce
journeys taken into work, and therefore pollution. Em-
ployers need to acknowledge the poisonous air on their
work grounds, and employees need to be told what
years of breathing that air will do to their health. Like
warnings on cigarette packaging, jobs need to come
with air quality warnings.

Ultimately, | had to leave my PhD. | wasn't willing to af-
fect my health in such a startling way for a long period of
time. We often project to the future when wondering about
environmental issues. But this isn't a problem for future gen-
erations. This is a problem for us. For me. Right now. | may
not be able to complete my dream PhD, but as a friend put
it, at least | can breathe. | just wish | didn't have to choose
between the two.

(Source: The Guardian)
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Allegri downplays Juventus’
favourites tag before
Porto bout

Juventus' rampant domestic form doesn't make them
Champions  League favourites, according to coach
Massimiliano Allegri, but the Serie A leaders are looking
increasingly unstoppable before they meet FC Porto in the
first leg of their round of 16 on Wednesday.

Juve's 4-1 victory over Palermo on Friday extended their
winning streak in the league to six matches and, seven
points clear, they remain on course for a record sixth straight
Scudetto.

)

Since shifting to a 4-2-3-1 formation after a defeat at
Fiorentina in mid-January, Juventus are also playing with the
kind of fluid ferocity that many of their continental rivals lack.

They now turn their attentions to the Champions League,
where a date with Porto offers a stern examination of claims
that their domestic form makes them favourites for Europe’s
grandest prize.

“The thing that makes me smile is that when I arrived
here three years ago there was a fear we wouldn't even beat
Malmo (in September 2014)," Allegri told journalists. "Now
we've gone the opposite way, with people saying Juventus
are the number one favourites for the Champions League.

"You need to be balanced in these things. What we have
to do is to beat Porto on the pitch,” he said. “Porto knocked
Roma out in the playoffs, are used to playing these kinds of
games and that counts in the Champions League.

"Playing (at Porto’s Estadio do Dragao) is absolutely not
easy, he continued. "“We need to go there with extreme
caution, knowing that to go through we have to work hard
and suffer”

Squad rotation has underpinned Juventus' Serie A
consistency and Allegri will have to shuffle his pack again
for Porto. Giorgio Chiellini and Andrea Barzagli are both
doubtful with muscle problems and playmaker Miralem
Pjanic is struggling with an inflamed left ankle.

Porto, second in the Portuguese top flight on 53 points
after beating Tondela 4-0 on Friday, have no injury concerns
or suspensions, although Andre Silva and Felipe are one
booking away from suspension.

"We feel like we're on the level of the others and we have
to play to win," concluded Allegri, who guided Juventus to
their last Champions League final, in 2015.

"We can't go from being full of depression before Malmo
-- trust me, I remember it -- to being euphoric now!

(Source: Reuters)

Real Madrid’s Zinedine
Zidane unsure whether
Isco will stay at Bernabeu

Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane has praised backup
midfielder Isco for his attitude but said he does not know
whether he will stay at the club in the summer.

Isco has been linked with Manchester City, Chelsea and
Juventus after starting just 11 of Madrid's 21 La Liga games
this season.

With his contract due to expire in June 2018, the Spain
international said after the weekend win over Espanyol that he
would “have a decision to make” about his future.

Some local reports have claimed he had already decided to
move on at the end of the campaign.

But Zidane told a news conference: "We cannot talk about
what will happen in July. I do not know yet.

"We are focused on winning games now, and we will see
what happens in the summer.

“There is no problem and [Isco] has said that too. He is very
committed to what he is doing at the moment. He knows 1 like
him as a player and count on him.

"If a player plays 25 games in a row then is left out for one,
he won't be happy. [ was the same!

Madrid are a point clear of Barcelona at the top of the table
and have two games in hand, including Wednesday's rearranged
match at Valencia.

“If we win it will be three points more, nothing more,” the
coach said. "We are still in February -- in March, the final stage
of the season begins. Every game is very important.

Zidane did not confirm whether Gareth Bale would start,
having scored against Espanyol 12 minutes into his return as a
substitute following three months out with an ankle injury.

“"You will find out tomorrow;” he said. "But [Bale] is feeling very
goad, very happy, physically good. But we will see!

Zidane has been rotating his side recently, with Karim
Benzema, Luka Modric and Keylor Navas among the players
rested against Espanyol.

But Zidane said Cristiano Ronaldo would not sit out the
Valencia game despite not taking part in group training on
Monday.

"Cristiano has rested already, he said. "He is fine, and
tomorrow he is going to play”

Madrid have won only one of their last three visits to Valencia,
and Zidane warned: “We will have to work hard.

"They are playing much better lately. It is a stadium where we
know it will be difficult. But I like stadiums with atmosphere -- it
helps the players”

(Source: ESPN)
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High flying Sevilla to offer little
respite to struggling Leicester

Embattled  Leicester City turn  their
attentions to the one competition they have
had success in during a nightmarish season
for the English champions when they visit
high-flying Sevilla on Wednesday for their
Champions League last 16 first leg.

Europe’s elite competition has been a
welcome distraction for Claudio Ranieri's
side, which has come crashing back down
to earth after last year’s logic-defying title
win but keeps defying the odds in Europe.

Leicester finished top of their group
and conceded just one goal in their first
five games, and a brief escape is just what
they need as their domestic woes show
no sign of easing.

Awinless startto 2017 in the league has
left the club one point and a single place
above the drop zone, and in danger of
becoming the first team since Manchester
City in 1938 to be relegated the season
after winning the English championship.

On Saturday they endured an
embarrassing exit from the FA Cup at the
hands of League One side Millwall despite
playing most of the second half with an
extra man.

They will get little respite from a
transformed Sevilla side, however, which is
enjoying its most exciting season in a decade
as it chases Real Madrid and Barcelona in La
Liga and mounts a serious challenge in the
Champions League after winning the Europa
League three times in a row.

Argentine coach Jorge Sampaoli has
brought a new speed and intensity to
the Andalusian side’s possession play that
yielded its biggest ever points total in the
first half of a season.

"He has very specific ideas that he
has implanted in our heads and we have
responded really well to them,” midfielder
Pablo Sarabia told newspaper Estadio
Deportivo.

"We're getting really good results too
which is vital when you change your idea
of how to play”

Sevilla lost a number of top players
last summer last summer, including losing
top scorer Kevin Gameiro and midfielders
Grzegorz Krychowiak and Ever Banega.

Yet smart work by sporting director
Monchi has helped them shrug off

those high profile departures and build
a dynamic squad around two former
Premier League players, former Stoke City
midfielder Steven Nzonzi and playmaker
Samir Nasri.

Stevan Jovetic has given them an
extra lift in attack since joining on loan
from Inter Milan last month and created
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both goals in Saturday’s 2-0O win over
Eibar which kept them on the heels of
league leaders Real and second-placed
Barcelona.

Sevilla's explosive form contrasts with
Leicester’s seemingly endless troubles,
although Sarabia warned against his side
thinking Wednesday's game would be a

cake walk.

He added:
difficulties in the league and we are in
much better form, but we have to prove
that on the pitch and unless we give
100 percent any team could cause us
problems!

“Leicester are having

(Source: Reuters)

St Etienne say not obsessed by
nemesis lbrahimovic

St Etienne are Zlatan Ibrahimovic's preferred
victim, but Les Verts refuse to obsess over
the Manchester United striker ahead of
their Europa League last-32 return leg on
Wednesday.

No other team in Europe has been more
haunted by Ibrahimovic, who has now scored
three hat tricks against the French club, in-
cluding one in the first leg that put United on
the brink of qualification with a 3-0 win.

Torahimovic has scored 17 goals against
St Etienne in 14 games.

“Torahimovic's  stats against us are
outstanding, he is a great player” St Etienne

midfielder Romain Hamouma told a news
conference on Tuesday. "However, we
cannot be obsessed by just one player”

St Etienne coach Christophe Galtier said
United could inflict damage through any
number of players.

"You can have an anti-Ibrahimovic plan
or an anti-Paul-Pogba plan but with this
team, danger can come from anywhere,’
said Galtier.

St Etienne go into the match as
underdogs, and Galtier said his team would
need to seize their chances with the home
fans behind them. (Source: Reuters)

Middle finger gesture costs Bayern’s
Ancelotti 5,000 euros

Bayern Munich coach Carlo Ancelotti
will donate 5,000 euros (4,244 pounds)
to charity after making an obscene
gesture to Hertha Berlin fans after their
1-1 draw on Saturday, the German
football association (DFB) said on
Tuesday.

The Italian had raised his middle
finger after leaving the pitch at the end
of the game and later said he had done
it because he had been spat on by the
home fans.

Bayern scored in the sixth minute of
stoppage time with hosts Hertha left
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fuming over the length of added time
that was played.

The DFB said it had ended an
investigation into the incident in return
for the charity payment.

“The investigation has ceased in
agreement with the DFB sports court.
Linked to that is that the coach of Bayern
Munich pays 5,000 euros to the Sepp-
Herberger charity”

The DFB charity is named after the
late Germany coach and works on
several social projects.

(Source: Reuters)
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@rogerfederer Prague See you again soon
for the @lavercup! :

@aanialves23 “Never give up, always
o Q ready to the challenge”
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@juventus @gianluigibuffon has got
the @uefachampionsleague feeling!
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Iranian teams held in AFC
Champions League
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Persepolis and Zob w
d e sk Ahan football teams

were held to draws against Saudi
Arabia’s Al Hilal and UAE's Al Ain
respectively on Tuesday.

In the match held in Muscat, capital
of Oman in Group D of the AFC
Champions League, Persepolis were
on the verge of bagging three points
after Mohsen Mosalman found the
back of the net with a low shot from
outside the area but Al Hilal Brazilian
Carlos Eduardo equalized the match
with a header with eight minutes
remaining.

Elsewhere in Dubai, Zob Ahan drew
1-1 with Al Ain at Hazza bin Zayed
Stadium.

Honduran striker Jerry Bengtson
was on target in the 57th minute for
the visiting team but Ismail Ahmed
canceled out his goal in the 76th
minute to secure a point for the
Emirati team.

GM Pia Cramling satisfied with her

stay in Iran

}

TEHRAN — Swedish

Iran, Bosnia favorites to win each

tournament: Morteza Mehrzad

S k chess  grandmaster
P|a Cramlmg is happy to participate
in the women’s world championship in
Tehran, capital of Iran.

Cramling, who is the oldest partic-
ipant to compete in the event among
the 63 competitors, could not advance
to the tournament’s last eight.

“I'had a good chance to win my first
match but failed to control the match
and the game tied. I could have won
my second match but it ended in a
draw once again. In my third match, 1
made a huge mistake and lost to a bet-
ter opponent,” Cramling said.

The current champion and Nol,
Hou Yifan, is absent in protest against
the knockout format. The Chinese
chess player dislikes the knockout sys-
tem so she is not in Tehran.

"Hou Yifan is a great player and we
can feel his absence but the competi-
tion got underway at the highest level,
Cramling said of Chinese player.

"I think the knockout format is very
interesting and I like this system. The
knockout system is more exciting,” the
53-year-old Swedish added.

“The Iranian people are very friendly
and hospitable and I am interested in
Iranian cuisine,” Cramling concluded.

The  Paralympics’
d e s Kk tallest ever
competitor Morteza Mehrzad says
that Bosnia and Herzegovina will
seek revenge against Iran’s sitting
volleyball team.

Iran defeated Paralympic title
holder 3-1 in Rio de Janeiro after
suffering a 3-1 loss to the European
team in London 2012 Paralympic
Games.

Mehrzad, who has been one
of Iran’s key players in the past
two years, says that Bosnia and
Herzegovina is ready to take
revenge against Iran in the 2018

Sitting World Championships in the
Netherlands.

“Iran and Bosnia are the world's
most powerful teams and they are
favorite to win each tournament.
Bosnia will participate in the world
championships to revenge against
us, however we are seeking the title
in the tournament,” Mehrzad told
Paralympic.ir.

“Our coaches will inject fresh
talent into the team to maintain
supremacy in the world. T think
we have a bright future ahead of
us,” the Paralympic gold medalist
added.

Esteghlal didn’t deserve defeat, Alireza Mansourian says

[ o Wl Esteghlal football team’s head coach
k  Alireza Mansourian said his men

. S

didn't deserve to lose against Al Ahli of the UAE.
The Tranian football team was defeated against Al
Ahli 2-1 on Monday evening in Dubai’s Rashid Stadium

in Group A of the AFC Champions League.

"We were the better team in the first half and Al
Ahli played better in the second half. I think our players
are inexperienced and need more time to become
professional,” Mansourian said.

Khouzestan head coach

S k Sirous Pourmousavi stated that he is
dehghted after the win against Al Fateh but his side is
now focusing on the next match.

"It was a fantastic win and I'm so proud of my
players. It was our first experience in the AFC
Champions League so obviously we had a lot of
stress but on the other side Al Fateh players were
quite calm,” Esteghlal Khouzestan head coach Sirous

"Esteghlal could have won the match 2-1 but lacked a
cutting edge. We didn't deserve to lose in this match;” he added.
“We will have a tough match against Al Taawoun of
Saudi Arabia next week and from now on we concentrate

on the match,” Mansourian said.

conference.

Al Fateh mission is over,
says Esteghlal Khouzestan coach

Esteghlal

Pourmousavi told reporters in the post-match press

Al Fateh mission is now over and now we are working

on our next opponent Al Jazira. We are analyzing their

game and I hope we could continue our winning run
against them,” he added.

Esteghlal Khouzestan edge past Saudi Arabia's Al
Fateh in the Group B AFC Champions League match
thanks to the 80th minute goal by Abolfazl Alai.

Ashkan Dejagah tears right

calf muscle
VfL midfielder Ashkan

s k Dejagah is set to
miss the next three to four weeks after
injuring his calf.

The Iranian international sustained
the injury during a training session at
the weekend and a scan on Monday
revealed a muscle tear in his right calf

Dejagah re-signed for the German
club on a free transfer from Qatari First
Division side Al-Arabi in January but
has not play for the team.

Dejagah is a doubt for Iran's two
important matches against Qatar and
Chinainthe 2018 World Cup qualification.

Iran remains top of Group A in the
2018 FIFA World Cup qualification,
followed by South Korea and Uzbekistan.

Iran to participate in West Asia

Baseball Cup

Iran will take part in the 13th West
Asia Baseball Cup in Pakistan later this
month.

The competition will be held in
Islamabad, capital of Pakistan from
February 25 to March 1.

The competition will bring over 200
players and officials from six countries
together. Iran has been drawn with Sri
Lanka and India in Group B.

Host Pakistan has been pitted
against Nepal and Iraq in Group A.

The Iranian team will be headed by
José Miguel Cabrera Torres.

The Baseball and Softball Association
of the Islamic Republic of Iran was
founded in 1993.

(Source: Tasnim)
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FIFA invites Iran’s Faghani to
seminar for 2018 World Cup

The Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)
has officially invited Iranian football referee Alireza Faghani
to the Referee Seminar for 2018 FIFA World Cup, which is
scheduled to be held in Italy later this year.

The international governing body of association football,
futsal, and beach soccer sent out an invitation to the 38-year-
old Iranian on Sunday.

The Referee Seminar for 2018 FIFA World Cup will kick off
in the central Italian city of Florence on April 3, and will come
to close on April 7, 2017. A total of 53 referees from across
the world will come together to attend the five-day seminar.

Faghani has been officiating in Persian Gulf Pro
League for seven seasons and has been on the international
list since 2008.

The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) decorated
Faghani together with Iranian linesmen Reza Sokhandan and
Mohammad Reza Mansouri with the AFC Referees Special
Award 2016 last November.

The trio received their award from the AFC Referees
Committee Vice Chairman, Hany Taleb Ballan Safar, during
the opening ceremony of the AFC Elite Referees and
Assistant Referees Seminar in the Malaysian capital city of
Kuala Lumpur on November 20, 2016.

The men’s trio from the Islamic Republic of Iran officiated
the final soccer match of the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, on August 21.

The hosts beat Germany 5-4 on penalties to win their first
men’s Olympic football gold medal.

(Source: PressTV)

Doping sample re-tests
from Sochi Olympics to run
to 2022 - 10C

The re-testing of samples from the 2014 Sochi winter Olym-
pics in Russia to identify any cheats who had competed there
will last another five years to 2022, the International Olympic
Committee said.

The 10C is re-testing thousands of samples from the Bei-
jing 2008 and London 2012 summer Games as well as the
Vancouver 2010 and Sochi winter Olympics to root out any
doping offenders.

More than 100 have so far seen their sample test positive
from Beijing and London alone, with dozens of medals hav-
ing been stripped so far.

In addition a total of 28 Russian athletes who took part in
Sochi, face disciplinary proceedings over possible manipula-
tion of their urine samples from the Sochi Games.

The IOC had said in December there was "evidence of ma-
nipulation of one or more of their urine samples” collected
in Sochi.

This follows publication late last year of the second and
final part of the World Anti-Doping Agency’s independent
McLaren report into Russian doping.

It found more than 1,000 Russian competitors in more
than 30 sports were involved in an institutional conspiracy
to conceal positive drug tests over the course of five years.

“The IOC has an ongoing programme of reanalysis of all
stored samples from Sochi, Vancouver and London,” an I0C
spokesperson said on Tuesday.

"The reanalysis from Sochi of samples from athletes from
many different sports and countries will continue through to
2022 the official told Reuters.

"We have no specific timeline. The IOC will continue to
communicate on a case by case basis as soon as disciplinary
procedures are completed”

The IOC stores samples from past Games for a decade to
re-test them at a later date using newer methods or search-
ing for substances that were unknown to anti-doping officials
at the time of the competition.

The Mclaren report into systematic state-backed doping
in Russia over the past years, including during Sochi, has trig-
gered two IOC investigations into the affair and a re-testing
of samples.

Russian athletes were partly banned from competing at
last year’s Rio de Janeiro Olympics while a decision on their
participation or not at the 2018 winter Games in South Ko-
rea's Pyeongchang has yet to be taken.

(Source: Reuters)
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“Lords of the Secrets”
concert film unveiled in
Tehran

TEHRAN — The film of vocalist Homayun

e e Shajarian’s concert “The Lords of the
Secrets” directed by celebrated filmmaker Rakhshan Bani-
Etemad was unveiled during a ceremony in Tehran on
Tuesday.

Shajarian and composer
Sohrab Purnazeri attended
the ceremony held at
Niavaran Cultural Center.

Speaking at the
ceremony, Shajarian
expressed his hope that the
younger generation in Iran
can form a strong bond with
Iranian traditional music.

, "We are living a life full
| of changes and it is difficult
for the younger generation
to connect with Iranian
traditional music”, he said.

: Purnazeri also said that
they have performed a repertoire of the album’s songs in
over 50 concerts in Iran and other countries.

Poems by Rumi, Khayyam and Hafez have been set to
music on the album.

The film focuses on Shajarian’s tour of Iran during 2012
and he performed songs from his acclaimed album “The
Lords of the Secrets” that was released in November 2015.

NEWS IN BRIEF

w4 Iranian director to
=+%  stage reading of

‘ “The Proposal” in

Tehran

TEHRAN — Director Hesam Kalantari
d e s plans to stage a reading performance of
prominent Russian playwright Anton Chekhov's 1890 play
"The Proposal” at Tehran’s Khosro Shakibai Hall from March
410 7.

Leila Irani, Javaneh Delshad, Alireza Rahimdel and Armin
Nasiri are the members of the cast for the play.

“The Proposal” is about Ivan, who seeks marriage with
Natalya, the daughter of his elderly neighbor, Stepan.
Stepan is also desperately looking for a suitable man for
his 25-year-old daughter so he immediately gives the
permission.

Encyclopedia center
to commemorate
Italian Iranologist
Gherardo Gnoli

e A AT

TEHRAN — A Number of Iranian and
d e sk falian scholars will come together in a
session at the Center for the Great Islamic Encyclopedia
in Tehran on Thursday to commemorate Italian Iranologist
Gherardo Gnoli (1937-2012).

Gnoli was one of the most distinguished experts on the
ancient history of Iran. He was among the driving forces
promoting Iranian studies around the world and succeeded
in establishing the subject in a number of Italian universities.

Italian scholars Antonio Panaino, Adriano Rossi,
Pierfrancesco Callieri, German lecturer Aimut Hintze, Italian
Cultural Attaché Carlo Cereti and Iranian scholars Jaleh
Amuzegar, Mahmud Jafari, Ahmad Pakatchi and Ruzbeh
Zarrinkub are scheduled to deliver speeches during the
meeting.

France»s “Spiderman”
jailed for 8 years for 100
million-euro art heist

PARIS (Reuters) -- A criminal known as «Spiderman» was
jailed for eight years on Monday for stealing five paintings
worth 100 million euros ($106 million) from a Paris museum.

Vjeran Tomic, 49, told investigators he broke into the
Musee d>Art Moderne in May 2010 intending to take works by
Fernand Leger and Amedeo Modigliani.

When he entered the premises he found there was no alarm
system worth speaking off and he widened his haul to include
paintings by Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse and Georges Braque.

Investigators later established the security system was
indeed defective.
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Alim Qasimov to give concert
in Tehran in March

[N TEHRAN — The

d e S

10.
The duet is slated to be performed in

the Azeri magami music master has announced on
his facebook page. The statement has also been
confirmed by the Baku-based daily Azer News.
daughter
Qasimova together with the Tehran Wind Orchestra
gave concerts at Vahdat Hall in January 2015.

The master also gave a concert at the Milad
Permanent
Fairgrounds in May 2014. After that program, he
then performed concerts in Ardebil, Tabriz and
Urmia, Iran's major Azeri-speaking cities.

In addition, Qasimov along with a number of
Iranian musicians, including vocalist Mohammad
Virtuoso
Jahanabadi, performed a joint concert at the

Alim  Qasimov and his

Hall of the Tehran International

Motamedi and kamancheh

49th International Festival of Carthage
August 2013.

In 1999, Qasimov was awarded the International
Music Council-UNESCO Music Prize, one of the
highest international accolades for music.

He has performed at many international events
in the Netherlands, Japan, China, Canada, Italy,

the U.S. and many other countries.

K Azerbaijani musician and vocalist
Alim Qasimov will give a joint concert with Iranian
singer Parvaz Homay in Tehran on March 9 and

renowned

Milad Hall,

Fargana

Sina

in Tunis in

Bushehr selected as Iran’s

2017 Book Capital
TEHRAN — The

d e s southern Iranian
port Bushehr, renowned for its
hospitable people and upbeat music,
was selected on Monday as Iran’s
Book Capital for the Iranian calendar
year of 1396 (March 20, 2017-2018).

Nineteen other cities, including
Isfahan, Tabriz, Shiraz, Kerman and
Yazd, were also nominated for the
title, the organizers announced
during a special ceremony at Tehran’s
Vahdat Hall.

In addition, ten villages were
crowned Book Loving Villages of
the Year during the Festival of Book
Loving Villages and Nomads held on
the sidelines of the ceremony.

The festival is organized every
year to promote reading among
villagers and nomads.

Iran's Book Capital is annually
selected by a team of literati and
scholars assigned by the Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guidance.

The Southwestern city of Ahvaz
for 2015 and northeastern city of

Officials pose during the Festival of Book Loving
Villages and Nomads at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall
on February 20, 2017. (Mehr/Mehran Riazi)

Neyshabur for 2016 were Iran’s first
and second book capitals.

“Bushehr is a small Iran, which
shines like a gem in the civilization
of the land,” Culture Minister Seyyed

Reza Salehi-Amiri  said at the
ceremony.
"Bushehr is home to a hard-

working people of great generosity,
and choosing the city as Iran’s Book
Capital shows that it also has a
cultured population,” he added.

Kambiz Derambakhsh’s new book
€Visual Stories” unveiled

TEHRAN — A new
d e s Kk pook by cartoonist
Kambiz Derambakhsh was unveiled
during a ceremony held at the Book City
Institute in Tehran on Monday.

Published by Donya-ye Eqtesad,
the book entitled "Visual Stories”
contains a series of simple cartoons by
Derambakhsh.

“Cartooning has occupied my entire
life, and I think of it every single day.
The cartoons and the lines might seem
very simple at the first glance, but I have
put in years of effort to achieve this,
Derambakhsh said at the ceremony.

"This book contains part of the
thousands of cartoons [ have drawn
so far. However, I can say [ have drawn
twice as many cartoons as are in the
book in the time since I presented the
book for publication. I can say I could
publish the second edition of the book
right now," he explained.

He said that the book holds great
significance for him due to the new
ideas within it and their creativity. ‘I have
always been seeking new and rare ideas

as [ believe each one of them is a new
discovery’

He continued saying that he has
given his message to the entire world
through his cartoons without saying a
single word. "However, I must say I am
not prideful of it and as long as I live I
must continue drawing,” he stated.

He next explained that the initial
idea of publishing his simple sketches
and cartoons goes back to the time
when they were published in the
Dastan Magazine under the title "Paper
Cinema”.

The cartoonist added that he works
for people from all walks of life and his
cartoons are easily understood by both
the intellectual and the ordinary person.

He also regretted that there is no
museum for cartoons in Tehran, and
said, “Turkey owns three museums for
cartoons while we only have one and
that is in Tabriz, which is not a complete
one, either”.

Art  critic Javad Mojabi and
documentarian Kamran Shirdel were
among the participating guests.

“La La Land” has Hollywood singing a different tune on musicals

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — From
"Singin’ in the Rain” to "The Wizard of 07",
musicals haven't traditionally seen much
love from the Oscars. But “La La Land”
has changed all that, tapping into a desire
for escapism and sending Hollywood
scrambling to dust off its dancing shoes.
With a leading 14 Academy Award
nominations including best picture,
director, actor, actress and screenplay,
Damien Chazelle’s love letter to Los
Angeles is favorite to waltz away with an
armful of Oscars on Sunday and revive
musicals as a force to be reckoned with.
“The country is so sad right now and
‘La La Land' is the only escapist movie,
said Craig Zadan, co-producer with Neil

Attenborough, 90,

Meron of “Chicaga’, the last musical to win
a best picture Oscar in 2002.

“The others are artistically wonderful,
but they are not necessarily peppy and
boost you into a flight of fancy. The cards
are all aligned for this to be the year of the
musical again”

It's been a long time coming.

Musicals have long been snubbed in
the top categories by the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

“That's probably because musicals
just aren't as cool as they used to be and
Academy members care a lot about what's
cool,” said Tom O'Neil, founder of awards
website Goldderby.com.

“The miraculous thing about ‘La La

to present BBC

“Blue Planet” sequel

NEW YORK (Reuters) — Britain’s
most revered TV naturalist David
Attenborough, 90, is returning
to present a sequel to “The Blue
Planet” documentary series, 16
years after the original illuminated
the depths of the world’s oceans.

“Blue Planet II” will air later this
year on the BBC, and follows the
2001 series which vividly depicted
marine life from across the world and
won two Emmys and two BAFTAS
for its music and cinematography.

The BBC said the new series
will feature phenomena such as
methane volcanoes in the Gulf of
Mexico and the Pacific Ocean’s
so-called 'boiling sea’, as well as
footage from 1,000 meters under
the Antarctic Ocean.

‘I am truly thrilled to be joining
this  new exploration of the
underwater worlds which cover
most of our planet, yet are still its
least known,"” Attenborough said.

The series follows his critically
acclaimed series “Planet Earth 11",
which was broadcast in Britain

David Attenborough poses next to a portrait
of himself by Bryan Organ to mark his 90th
birthday at New Walk Museum and Art Gallery
in Leicester, Britain, September 22, 2016.
(Reuters/Darren Staples/File Photo)

last year. It was the most watched
natural history program for at
least 15 years, the BBC said, and
premiered in the U.S. on Saturday.

Attenborough is also known for
his work on the “Life” series of nine
documentaries made over a 30-year
period from 1979.

Land’ is that it's anti-cool -- shamelessly
and joyously old-fashioned. It's performing
so well with Oscar voters because of its
impressive craftsmanship,” he added.

Only 10 musicals have won the coveted
best picture Oscar in the 89-year history
of the Academy Awards.

The winners include “Chicago,” “The
Sound of Music,” and “West Side Story,'
but the losers list is longer. Along with “The
Wizard of Oz" and "Singin’ in the Rain," it
also includes screen icons like Gene Kelly,
Fred Astaire and Judy Garland, none of
whom ever won a major Oscar.

It took director Chazelle, 32, six years
to get “La La Land” off the ground,
fusing a 1950s musical sensibility with a

Noted movie critic

contemporary love story.

‘I like to think that it's providing an
emotional experience. That was the
goal of the movie -- to use the tropes
of musical traditions to say something
about what it means to be young and in
love today, and what it means to be an
artist and chase a dream,” Chazelle said.

Some awards watchers think “La La
Land” could win up to 11 Oscars on
Sunday, a feat that would tie it with all time
record holders “Ben-Hur’ “Titanic” and
“Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King!"

Its success is already changing
perceptions about the genre at Hollywood
movie studios, which have been slow to
catch up with the trend elsewhere.

Richard

Schickel dies at 84

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Richard
Schickel, a noted movie critic for
Life and Time magazines who also
wrote dozens of books and made
documentaries about Hollywood, has
died. He was 84.

Schickel, whod had a series of
strokes, died on Saturday in Los
Angeles  from  complications  of
dementia, his daughter, Erika Schickel,
told the New York Times.

“He was one of the fathers of
American film criticism,” she told the
Los Angeles Times. "He had a singular
voice. When he wrote or spoke, he
had an old-fashioned way of turning
a phrase. He was blunt and succinct
both on the page and in life”

In a career that spanned a half-
century, Schickel told it like it was - or
as he saw it - whether the flick was
a star-heavy blockbuster or a gritty
independent production.

He loved “Citizen Kane" but
thought “The Maltese Falcon” was
‘cramped and static”

Shickel was "witty, analytical, tough-
minded but always fair, a gifted stylist

who believed in honesty but steered
clear of cheap shots” Los Angeles
Times film critic Kenneth Turan wrote.

"He wrote from the perspective of
a film insider but responded to films
from a gut level and never lost the
sense of being an average filmgoer
reacting to what was on the screen,’
Richard Zoglin, a fellow critic and now
a contributing editor at Time, told The
New York Times.

Schickel estimated that he had seen
more than 22,000 motion pictures,
beginning with Walt Disney’s “Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs” when he
was 5 years old.

But the Milwaukee-born writer was
no snob about his passion.

In his 2015 memoir, he wrote: T just
like to be there in the dark watching
something - almost anything, if truth
be known”

He also liked to write about them.
He was a Life magazine reviewer
from 1965 until the magazine closed
in 1972, then worked for Time until
2010. He later wrote for the blog
Truthdig.com.
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