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Iran-CIS relations 
will turn region 
into world energy 
hub: Zarif
Iranian Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif says strengthening 
cooperation between the Islamic 
Republic and the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) on different 
issues will serve the interests of the 
region.

“The expansion of [Iran-CIS] coop-
eration, particularly in the energy sec-
tor, will turn the region into the world’s 
energy capital,” Zarif said in a meeting 
with the CIS ambassadors in Tehran on 
Saturday.

He praised the 25th independence 
anniversary of these countries and 
noted that the formation of new states 
was regarded as one of the most im-
portant developments in the 20th cen-
tury.

The top Iranian diplomat said en-
hancing energy cooperation “can turn 
this region into one of the most stable” 
areas in Asia.

Zarif further expressed concern 
over the increasing threat of extrem-
ism and terrorism in the region, say-
ing, “Extremism and terrorism know no 
boundaries.”

He said the fight against terrorism 
needs collective efforts, adding that 
the Islamic Republic has provided its 
neighboring and friend countries with 
all facilities to help them attain stability, 
progress and security.

Iran regards the stability and se-
curity of the commonwealth states as 
its own, Zarif added, saying, the CIS 
countries “have great and strategic 
significance for Iran.”

Speaking as the doyen of the CIS, 
Turkmenistan’s ambassador hailed the 
25th anniversary of the establishment 
of ties between Iran and the organiza-
tion and described it as a new chap-
ter in bilateral cooperation, which can 
offer ample opportunities for further 
cooperation.

He welcomed further development 
of ties between Iran and the common-
wealth states in all fields.

The Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States (CIS) is comprised of nine 
post-Soviet member states and two 
associate members.  

(Source: Press TV) 

Syrian govt. says 
agenda agreed, 
seeks united 
opposition at next 
Geneva talks
Syria’s chief negotiator said on Satur-
day that the “only thing” achieved at 
10-day talks in Geneva was an agreed 
agenda and that the government 
wanted a unified opposition delega-
tion as its negotiating partner.

In his first remarks since talks ended 
on Friday, Syria’s ambassador to the 
United Nations Bashar al-Jaafari said 
the agenda agreed through UN me-
diator Staffan de Mistura gave equal 
weight to four subjects, including the 
government’s own priority of fighting 
terrorism, Reuters reported.

“Nothing has been adopted so far, 
there is nothing final at all except for 
the agreement on an agenda. This is 
the only final thing that we achieved 
in this round,” Jaafari told reporters in 
Geneva.

Damascus sought a unified Syrian 
opposition, “not a Saudi partner nor 
a Qatari, Turkish or French partner”. 
“What is asked is to have a partner,” 
he said.

The main Syrian opposition at the 
talks is the High Negotiations Com-
mittee (HNC) but there are also two 
smaller dissident groups which have 
no military muscle but enjoy Moscow’s 
blessing as opposition voices.

Jaafari said a “first condition” was to 
have a Syrian national opposition that 
did not seek help from Israel nor Tur-
key, and “does not work according to 
Qatari, Saudi, Jordanian, Israeli intelli-
gence agendas”.

The second condition was to have 
a unified opposition that agreed on a 
common agenda, he said.

Jaafari said the government was 
studying whether to return for the next 
round of Geneva talks later in March. 
De Mistura says he plans to continue 
separate talks with the two sides on 
substantive issues after reporting to 
the UN Security Council next week.

Syria’s first UN-led peace talks in 
almost a year ended Friday without 
breakthrough but de Mistura said the 
warring parties now had a clear agen-
da to pursue a political solution to the 
country’s foreign instigated six-year-
long conflict.  1 3

France seeks to make most of 
ties with Iran: fin. min.

TEHRAN — French companies are seeking to make the 
most of capacities and opportunities in bilateral relations 

with Iran, Finance Minister Michel Sapin said in Tehran on Saturday.
France and Iran have been very successful in regard to boosting economic ties, 

Sapin said in a meeting with Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif.
As a member of the European Union, France has taken every effort toward the 

implementation of the nuclear deal, IRNA quoted the French minister as saying.
Many economic deals between the two countries, including in the aviation and 

automotive industries, have come into force, he said, adding that holding joint eco-
nomic committee meetings show that bilateral negotiations are well progressing.

Zarif, for his part, said that Iran is seeking to expand relations with France and 
sees this country as an important economic and political partner.

French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault said in a meeting with Zarif in Teh-
ran in January that economic ties and collaboration between the two sides has 
witnessed a 200-percent increase over the past year.  13 

U.S. not in position to comment 
on human rights, Iran says

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qa-
ssemi said on Saturday that the U.S. government is not in a 

position to make judgments on the situation of human rights in other countries.
The U.S. State Department released its annual report on human rights around 

the world on Friday. Qassemi said given its “dark record” in regard to human rights at home 
and abroad the U.S. cannot make comments on the other countries’ human rights situation. 

He noted that no international body has permitted the U.S. government to 
study about human rights situation in other countries.

The U.S. government has no right to judge the human rights situation “unilat-
erally” and “politically”, he added.

Qassemi cited the U.S. visa ban for seven Muslim-majority countries, including 
Iran, as an example of human rights violation.

The U.S. government does not also respect national sovereignty of other coun-
tries and violates human rights in those countries, the ministry spokesman noted.

The U.S. government is seeking to divert public opinion from its violation of 
human rights its support for allies in the Middle East who are committing crimes, 
the Foreign Ministry official said in an open reference to the Washington-backed 
Saudi attacks on Yemen.
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A Russian trade website says a leading au-
tomobile manufacturer is set to establish an 
assembly line in Iran in 2018.

According to the website Russiancon-
struction.com the project will be jointly un-
dertaken by UAZ and the Iranian company 
Tavan Khodro Jey Co with the two sides are 
expected to assembly UAZ Patriot, UAZ Pick-
up and UAZ Cargo.

Iranian officials have not yet commented 
on the report. 

As part of its larger plan to expand its 
presence in foreign markets, UAZ is also 

seeking to launch a similar project in Egypt in 
2018, the website noted. 

UAZ’s Export Director Andrey Dorofeyev 
said no Egyptian partner had yet expressed 
its readiness to take part in the project.

Vietnam is another target market for UAZ. 
The company plans to establish a joint ven-
ture in the Asian country by the end of this 
year.

Dorofeyev said Vietnam’s car industry was 
experiencing an economic boom adding 
that at present UAZ exports cars to Vietnam 
to meet the country’s defense needs but the 

trend is going to change in the near future 
with UAZ entering Vietnam’s commercial ve-
hicle market.

Based in Ulyanovsk, UAZ produces off-
road vehicles, buses and trucks.

UAZ is best known for the UAZ-469 
utility vehicle which is widely used as a 
military vehicle around the world. The 
Russian car manufacturer started pro-
duction in 1941 as part of the Soviet war 
effort. After the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union in 1990s, UAZ turned into a joint-
stock company.

‘Russian car manufacturer seeking to enter Iranian market’

A senior Russian military official said Syri-
an soldiers either killed or injured more than 
1,000 terrorists of the Islamic State in Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group during 
the recent victorious battle to retake Syria’s 
central city of Palmyra (Tadmor) from the ter-
rorist outfit.

Sergei Rudskoy, the chief of the Main Op-
erational Directorate of the General Staff of 
the Russian Armed Forces, released the toll 
on Friday.

A day earlier, the Syrian army had said it 
had recaptured the city and driven the ter-
rorists away with the help of Russian airpower 
for about a month and a half.

The Syrian forces also destroyed 19 tanks, 
37 armored vehicles, 98 pickup trucks with 
heavy weapons mounted on them, and more 
than 100 automobiles during the operation, 

Rudskoy added.
The ISIL terrorist group first seized the 

2,000-year-old city in May 2015 and began 
looting and demolishing the UNESCO (Unit-
ed Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization) world heritage site’s monuments 
and temples. The Syrian army initially purged 
the city of the Takfiri terrorists in March 2016 but 
lost it back to them late that year.

Palmyra lies around 225 kilometers from 
Raqqah, which ISIL controls and has named 
as its so-called headquarters in Syria.

Reports on Saturday said the Syrian army 
was now engaged in mop-up operation to 
cleanse the city of remaining militants and 
explosive devices.

Russia, a political and military ally of Syria, 
has been aiding the Damascus government in 
the operations against militants in the country.

Syrian forces, meanwhile, built on their 
gains in the eastern countryside of the north-
western city of Aleppo, where they liberated 
three more villages from the clutches of Takfiri 
terrorists, Syria’s Defense Ministry announced.

The ministry named the villages as 
Za’araya, al-Ra’oufiah, and al-Rowzah.

Aleppo fell back under government control 
late last year in the most momentous advance 
made by the army against militants since the on-
set of foreign-backed militancy in Syria in 2011.

The victory was followed by the estab-
lishment of a ceasefire over the city, which 
was later extended to the entire country. The 
agreement excludes ISIL and its fellow Takfiri 
group of Jabhat Fateh al-Sham (Victory Front 
for the People of the Levant), formerly known 
as al-Nusra Front (Jabhat al-Nusra).

(Source: RT)

1,000 terrorists killed, injured in Palmyra liberation operation
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More and more 
joining shoes 
campaign in 

northwestern 
Iran 

An increasing number of Iranians 
are joining a campaign in north-
western Iran which aims to encour-
age Iranians to purchase made-in-
Iran shoes.

Tabriz, the present capital of East 
Azerbaijan Province, is home to 
shoes industries aged tens of years. 

The area which borders Turkey is 
a nearby target for foreign export-
ers. 

Public sport brings 
livelihood, hope to society: 
President Rouhani

Campaign calls on 
Tehraners to plant 3 
million trees 

Minerals, mining 
exports expected 
to reach $5.5b

Iranian director to stage 
Wagner’s Tannhäuser 
in Germany 1615124
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S-300 missile 
system 

successfully 
tested   See page 2
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successfully tested 
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Judiciary suspends 
prison sentence 
against Ahmad 
Montazeri

TEHRAN — The Judiciary has 
suspended the prison term for Ahmad 

Montazeri, the son of the late Ayatollah Hossein Ali 
Montazeri.

The six-year prison sentence for Montazeri was 
suspended after an approval by the Supreme Leader 
following a request by a top cleric, Fars news agency 
reported on Saturday.

A court had sentenced Montazeri to prison in 
November for publishing a tape recording of his father. 
He began serving his prison term in February but soon 
was released.

P O L I T I C S
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Two UAE boats 
seized near Kish 
Island for illegal 
fishing

TEHRAN — Iran has seized two boats 
belonging to the United Arab Emirates 

off the coast of the southern Iranian island of Kish and 
arrested nine of its foreign crew, Press TV reported.

The ferries have been held for illegal fishing in the Islamic 
Republic’s territorial waters, Kish chief prosecutor Mohammad 
Abbasi told Mizan Online News Agency on Saturday.

He added that nearly one ton of fish had also been 
confiscated.

No more details have been provided so far.
The coastguard commander for Kish Island, Colonel 

Rahim Jahanbakhsh, said on January 2 that 21 crew members 
of three fishing boats had been detained in the Persian Gulf 
for illegally entering the country’s territorial waters.

P O L I T I C S
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Tehran meeting led 
to key agreements 
among Palestinian 
groups: advisor 

TEHRAN — A senior foreign policy 
advisor to the parliament speaker has 

hailed the recent pro-Palestinian conference in Tehran, 
saying all Palestinian groups took part in the conference 
and managed to reach “great agreements”.

In an interview with Al-Manar TV channel, Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian said the Palestinian groups reached 
agreements among them campaigns to free al-Quds 
and support Palestinian people.

He also underlined that all groups should unite to 
fight against the Zionist regime’s atrocities.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

‘Principlists in talks 
with 10 potential 
candidates to 
challenge Rouhani’

TEHRAN — The principlist Popular 
Front of Islamic Revolution Forces 

(PFIRF) is consulting with 10 potential candidates that it 
elected in its recent gathering to reach a conclusion as 
to who among these ten persons should run in the May 
presidential election, the front’s spokeswoman Marzieh 
Vahid-Dastjerdi said on Saturday. 

Coming into existence in late December, the PFIRF 
has pledged to become the main rival to incumbent 
President Hassan Rouhani who is expected to contest 
the elections for a second term.

It intends to unite the principlist camp in order to 
introduce a single candidate to challenge Rouhani.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Interior Ministry 
election office starts 
work

TEHRAN — In preparation for the 
upcoming presidential and council 

elections, the Interior Ministry’s election headquarters 
officially started its work on Saturday.

Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli and officials 
from across the country attended the opening ceremony.

The presidential and council elections will be held on 
May 19.

This will be the twelfth presidential and fifth council 
elections following the victory of the Islamic Revolution 
in 1979.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Jahangiri felicitates 
Bulgarian National 
Day

TEHRAN — Vice President Es’haq 
Jahangiri has congratulated newly-

appointed Bulgarian Prime Minister Ognyan Gerdzhikov 
on the National Day of Bulgaria.

In a message on Friday, Jahangiri wished prosperity 
and progress for the people and government of Bulgaria.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the vice president called 
for expansion of Tehran-Sofia cooperation and relations 
during the Gerzhikov tenure.

He also congratulated Gerdzhikov on his appointment 
as the prime minister of Bulgaria, IRNA reported.

TEHRAN — A 
spokesman with the 

Assembly of Experts said in comments 
on Saturday that the body has come 
up with a shortlist of candidates as likely 
successors to Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

“A committee has been formed in this 
regard but nobody knows of the names 
brought up there,” Ahmad Khatami was 
quoted as saying in a press conference 
in Tehran.

“However, this is not something new 
as the issue has been under discussion 
over the past 20 years,” he explained.

The assembly of 88 members is 
constitutionally charged with electing a 

successor for Leader.
Back in 2014, the late Ayatollah 

Hashemi Rafsanjani spoke of a committee 
already formed to survey and qualify 
candidates to succeed the Leader just in 
case. 

Ayatollah Khamenei, who succeeded 
the late Imam Khomeini 1989, himself 
ordered the formation of such 
confidential committee nearly 15 years 
ago, according to Khatami. 

“If the Supreme Leader wishes, he will 
be provided with the names,” he added, 
emphasizing that even the Leader himself 
is unaware of the shortlist. 

The Leader can be removed if 
Assembly of Experts members agree 
that he lacks the ability to live up to his 
statutory duties.  

In compliance with Article 109 of Iran’s 
Constitution, the Leader has to be just, 
politically and socially savvy, courageous, 

and meet jurisprudence requirements to 
issue an edict, or fatwa. 

In a field of more than one candidate, 
the one with highest political and 
religious knowledge will be elected by 
the members of the Assembly of Experts. 

Article 110 of the same constitution 
authorizes the Leader to outline general 
policies of the country and the right to 
oversee the implementation of those 
guidelines, to announce a plebiscite, and 
to declare war and peace.

 As well, the Leader is 
con s t i t u t i ona l l y  Commande r- i n -
Chief of the Iranian Armed Forces, 
can depose the president and grant 
clemency to convicts.  

A body vetting prospective successors to Leader: Ahmad Khatami 

TEHRAN — A top Iranian diplomat 
underscored on Saturday that U.S. 

President Donald Trump is left with no other options but 
to extend the 2015 international nuclear deal with Iran 
though one of his most vocal riffs during the campaign 
trail was “rip it up”.

“Trump has no other choice but to extend BARJAM 
(the Persian acronym for the nuclear deal),” Deputy 
Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi was quoted as saying in 
an economic conference in Tehran.

“If he (Trump) tears it up, he has to bear the costs 
himself.”

Trump railed against the accord, which removed 
economic sanctions on Iran, on the campaign trail 
last year, at one point calling it “the worst deal ever 
negotiated.”

As the result of the deal, finalized with six world 
powers, Tehran re-engaged with the global economy in 
January 2016 as years of crippling international sanctions 
ended in exchange for the verified rolling back of much 
of its nuclear facilities.

It remains to be seen whether the new administration 
will work with Republicans and some hawkish Democrats 
to try and undo or rewrite parts of the deal, or undercut 
it by imposing a wide slate of new sanctions against Iran.

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has called for a 
“full review” of the deal.

However, it shouldn’t take too long before Trump’s 

hostility toward the deal is put to the test.
Late May Trump has to extend the suspension of 

sanctions when he has to make a choice, according to 
Araqchi. But, there are signs indicating that the deal will 
endure, he added.

This is against a backdrop of verification by the 

International Atomic Energy Agency, which is charged 
with regularly monitoring nuclear-related measures as 
enshrined in the deal.

In a quarterly report on the deal, the first since 
the inauguration of Trump, the UN atomic watchdog 
confirmed that Iran is acting in compliance with its 
commitments.

“As of 18 February 2017, the quantity of Iran’s uranium 
enriched up to 3.67 percent U-235 was 101.7 kg,” read 
part of the report, one-third of a permissible 300 kg cap.

On Thursday, Tillerson held private talks with IAEA 
Director General Yukiya Amano in the first direct meeting 
between the outfit monitoring the Iranian nuclear accord 
and a senior official from the Trump administration.

Nothing of the content has been revealed.
Other signatories to the deal have expressed strong 

opposition to a renegotiation of the deal.
Early February the European Union’s foreign affairs 

chief Federica Mogherini said the United States will 
remain committed to the “full implementation” of the 
nuclear deal.

“I was reassured by what I heard in my meetings 
on the intention to stick to the full and strict 
implementation of the agreement in all its part,” 
Mogherini told France 24.

Back in December, Russia’s Foreign Ministry 
highlighted that it would be unforgivable if the deal was 
lost, the Interfax news agency reported.

TEHRAN — The Iranian 
Armed Forces have 

successfully tested the S-300 surface-to-air 
missile defense systems, which Iran imported 
from Russia after a decade-long delay due 
to sanctions over its nuclear program. 

Iranian experts conducted a number of 
tests on the Russian missile systems during 
drills, which were held in the presence of 
several military and government officials 
in one of the country’s defense units.  

The tests included all phases of 
performance, namely detection, identification, 
interception and target shooting. 

The military exercise was carried out 
to analyze the performance of the S-300 
system and to assess the capability of the 
system in engaging targets with a low 
radar cross sections and ballistic missile 
threats, as well as the ability of the Iranian 
military personnel to use the system. 

Reportedly, two targets, a ballistic missile 
and turbojet-powered drone designated 
‘Karrar’, had been successfully identified, 
intercepted and taken down by the system. 

Confirming the news, Farzad Esmaili, 
commander of the army’s air defense 
force, said “the S-300 system hit the 
ballistic missile.” 

The contract to deliver five Russian 
S-300 systems to Iran was signed in 
2007, however due to the adoption of 
UN Security Council sanctions on Iran in 
2010, which barred hi-tech weapons sales 
to the Islamic Republic, it was stalled. 

After the 2015 nuclear deal, Russia 
resumed the talks on the delivery of 
S-300, when Russian President Vladimir 
Putin lifted the ban on the delivery of the 
missile systems. 

Earlier this week, Iran’s Deputy Defense 
Minister Amir Khatami announced that Iran 
is also carrying out tests of its Bavar (Belief) 
373 long-range air defense system. 

The Bavar 373 has similar characteristics 
to Russia’s S-300 system and was unveiled 
in August 2016. The project to build these 
missiles was launched in February 2010, 
after Russia suspended the $900 million 

deal signed in 2007. 
Tehran has since persevered with its 

plans to produce its own ground-to-air 
missile system.

“Work with the Bavar 373 complexes 
is progressing as planned, testing of the 
complex has been carried out. These 
tests will continue to be carried out until 
the complexes are delivered to their 

units,” Khatami said in an interview with 
Tasnim news agency.

Russia’s S-300 surface-to-air missile 
system has a range of up to 150 km and 
can hit targets at an altitude of up to 
27.000 meters traveling at 2,800 meters 
per second. Its 92N6E multi-functional 
radar has a 400 km range, which is able 
to engage six targets simultaneously. 

Trump has no ‘choice’ but to extend nuclear deal: Araqchi

Iranian top diplomat says if 
Trump tears the nuclear deal 

up, he has to bear the 
costs himself.

Ayatollah Khamenei, who succeeded the late 
Imam Khomeini 1989, himself ordered the 
formation of such confidential committee 
nearly 15 years ago, according to Khatami. 

The military exercise was carried out to analyze the performance of the 
S-300 system and to assess the capability of the system in engaging 

targets with a low radar cross sections and ballistic missile threats, as 
well as the ability of the Iranian military personnel to use the system. 

P O L I T I C S
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TEHRAN — On Saturday, 
Iranian Majlis Speaker Ali 

Larijani called for an increase in ties between Iran 
and Sri Lanka in view of the great capacities in the 
two countries.

During a joint press conference with visiting 
Karu Jayasuriya, the Sri Lankan Parliament speaker, 
Larijani said that the two countries have had good 
interaction in various spheres and expressed hope 
that economic relations would be expanded.

He also called for increasing interaction in the 
area of tourism.

Jayasuriya also said that the economic relations 
between Iran and Sri Lanka were decreased due 
the sanctions on Iran. However, he expressed hope 
that the economic ties would be revitalized now 
that the sanctions against Iran have been lifted 

under the nuclear deal.
In a separate meeting with the Sri Lankan official, 

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said 
that Iranian companies are ready to invest in Sri Lanka.

He highlighted the importance of expanding 
political, economic and parliamentary relations.

Jayasuriya said that Sri Lanka is willing to 
expand relations with Iran in various areas.

He said the removal of sanctions against Iran 
has laid the grounds to increase ties.

Iran and the 5+1 group - the U.S., Britain, 
France, China and Russia plus Germany – reach a 
nuclear agreement in July. 

The nuclear deal took effect in January 2016 
according to which nuclear related sanctions 
against Iran have been removed in return for 
curbing the country’s nuclear activities.

Larijani calls for expanding ties with Sri Lanka



More than a dozen Iraqi civilians have 
lost their lives in the United States-led 
coalition airstrikes in the eastern part 
of Mosul, which was cleared of the Is-
lamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/
Daesh) terrorists by Iraq’s armed forces 
in January.

Iraq’s Shafaq News website said the 
fatalities occurred on Saturday after 
U.S.-led warplanes targeted a car load-
ed with explosives in al-Nabi Shiet dis-
trict of eastern Mosul, killing at least 14 
members of three families in the area.

Iraqi officials also said the coalition 
strikes had also bombed a base near 
Mosul and killed seven senior ISIL com-
manders, among them four Saudi Ara-
bian nationals.

The developments come as Iraqi 
forces are engaged in military oper-
ation aimed at liberating the western 
sector of Mosul from ISIL.

On the western front, Abu Hamza 
Maghrebi, a terrorist responsible for 
a recent bomb attack in northwestern 
Nineveh Province, was confirmed dead 
in an airstrike on the al-Islah al-Zeraei 
neighborhood in western Mosul.

Commander of Federal Police Forc-
es Lieutenant General Raed Shaker 

Jawdat also announced that security 
forces had launched a series of surprise 
attacks against ISIL fortifications, kill-
ing 16 members of the Takfiri terrorist 
group.

ISIL terrorists overran Mosul in June 
2014 shortly after launching a cam-
paign of terror and destruction in the 
western and northern parts of Iraq.

In January, Iraqi government forces, 
backed by fighters from allied Popular 
Mobilization Units - better known as 
Hashd al-Sha’abi -- managed to liber-
ate the eastern quarter of Mosul from 
the clutches of ISIL terrorists, three 
months after launching the operation 
to regain control of the country’s sec-
ond-largest city.

On February 19, Iraqi soldiers and 
Hashd al-Sha’abi fighters mounted a 
new offensive to liberate western Mosul.

The United States and some its allies 
have been carrying out airstrikes in Iraq 
since June 2014 allegedly targeting ISIL 
terrorists. The raids, which have done 
little to dislodge the terror group, have 
on numerous occasions claimed many 
civilian lives and inflicted damage on 
the country’s infrastructure.

(Source: Press TV)

The United States President Donald Trump on Saturday 
accused his predecessor Barack Obama of “tapping” his 
phone during last year ’s White House campaign, with-
out providing evidence of the explosive charge.

“I’d bet a good lawyer could make a great case 
out of the fact that President Obama was tapping my 
phones in October, just prior to Election!” Trump wrote 
on Twitter.

“How low has President Obama gone to tapp (sic) 
my phones during the very sacred election process. 
This is Nixon/Watergate. Bad (or sick) guy!” he wrote 
in another tweet.

Trump leveled the charges in a flurry of tweets short-
ly after dawn, amid an avalanche of recent revelations 
about communications between Russian officials and 
some of his senior aides, including Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions.

Trump repeatedly has denied having any personal 
ties to the Kremlin, and his aides have denied or played 
down contacts with Russian officials.

But the accusations have continued amid almost 
daily leaks to the press that have revealed new details 
about links between Moscow and senior Trump officials. 

One such revelation earlier this week in the Wash-
ington Post about a meeting between Sessions and 
Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak prompted the Re-

publican former U.S. senator to recuse himself from 
any investigations into the Trump campaign’s possible 
Russia ties.

Sessions had told a Senate committee under oath 
that he “did not have communications with the Rus-
sians,” but reporters found that he had actually met the 
Russian ambassador twice in the months before taking 
up his post as attorney general, America’s top law en-
forcement officer.

Trump has expressed his displeasure over the charg-
es -- and the barrage of leaks that led to them -- lash-

ing out in tweets on Friday directed at the top Demo-
crats in the Republican-led Congress -- Senator Chuck 
Schumer and Representative Nancy Pelosi.

The businessman-turned-politician, who has ac-
cused his political foes of conducting “a total witch 
hunt” on Saturday directed his Twitter tirade at his 
Democratic predecessor.

“Terrible! Just found out that Obama had my ‘wires 
tapped’ in Trump Tower just before the victory. Nothing 
found. This is McCarthyism!” Trump wrote a day after 
departing Washington for a weekend getaway at his 
Mar-a-Lago Florida resort for the fourth time in five 
weeks.

Since U.S. intelligence took the unprecedented 
step of publicly accusing Russia of trying to swing the 
November election in Trump’s favor, questions have 
swirled about whether some in Trump’s campaign col-
luded with Moscow.

But it has now emerged that a slew of associates 
aside from Sessions and already fired national security 
adviser Michael Flynn met Kislyak before Trump took 
office.

The meetings have raised red flags for Democrats, 
who have called for Sessions to resign and be investi-
gated for perjury.

(Source: AFP)

Defying pressure for a strong increase 
in defense spending, China said on 
Saturday its military budget this year 
would grow about 7 percent, its slow-
est pace since 2010.

Last year, with China’s economy 
slowing, the defense budget record-
ed its lowest increase in six years, 7.6 
percent, the first single-digit rise since 
2010, following a nearly unbroken 
two-decade run of double-digit in-
creases.

With the administration of new Unit-
ed States President Donald Trump pro-
posing a 10 percent jump in military 
spending in 2017, and worries about 
potential disputes with the United 
States over the South China Sea and 
the status of Taiwan, some in China 
had been pressing for a forceful mes-
sage from this year ’s defense budget.

This week influential state-run tab-
loid the Global Times called for a rise 
of at least 10 percent to deal with the 
uncertainty brought by Trump, and a 
retired senior general told Hong Kong 
and Taiwan media that 12 percent 
would be needed to match the U.S. rise.

Parliament spokeswoman Fu Ying, 
who announced the increase, said 
defense spending would account for 
about 1.3 percent of Gross domestic 
product (GDP), the same level as the 
past few years.

The actual number for defense 
spending will be released on Sunday, 
when China’s largely rubber-stamp 
parliament begins its annual session.

China’s economic growth target 
for 2017 is expected to be lowered 
to around 6.5 percent from last year ’s 
6.5-7 percent when Premier Li Keqiang 
gives his work report to parliament.

Last year normally talkative military 
delegates to parliament largely de-
clined to talk to foreign media about 
the slowing rate of military spending, 

saying they had been ordered not to 
speak to foreign reporters.

China’s military build-up has rattled 
nerves around the region, particularly 
because China has taken an increas-
ingly assertive stance in its territorial 
disputes in the East and South China 
Seas and over Taiwan, which China 
claims as its own.

Taiwan’s defense ministry expects 
China to continue to strengthen its 
military, spokesman Chen Chung-chi 
told Reuters, while a senior official 
at Japan’s defense ministry said the 
spending rise was still large and lacked 
transparency.

Spokeswoman Fu dismissed con-
cerns about China’s military.

There are other concerns for China’s 
military, including how to deal with the 
300,000 troops President Xi Jinping an-
nounced in 2015 would be cut, mainly 
by the end of 2017.

Last month Chinese military veter-
ans demonstrated in central Beijing for 
two consecutive days, demanding un-
paid retirement benefits in a new wave 
of protests highlighting the difficulty in 
managing demobilized troops.

The defense budget figure for last 
year, 954.35 billion yuan ($138.4 bil-
lion), likely understates its investment, 

according to diplomats, though the 
number is closely watched around the 
region and in Washington for clues to 
China’s intentions.

A 7 percent rise for this year based 
on last year ’s budget would bring the 
figure to 1.02 trillion yuan, still only 
a quarter or so of the U.S. defense 
budget.

The White House has proposed a 10 
percent increase in military spending 
to $603 billion, even though the United 
States has wound down major wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and is already the 
world’s pre-eminent military power.

(Source: Reuters) 

The Benghazi Defense Brigades (BDB) 
says it has captured five cities and two 
major oil-producing areas in the east of 
Libya after opposing forces carried out 
air raids around major oil ports over-
night, seeking to regain control of the 
area.

At least nine men were killed in the 
fighting as the eastern-based Libyan 
National Army (LNA) and allied forces 
retreated from the oil ports of Es Sid-
er and Ras Lanuf, two of Libya’s largest 
export terminals, following the attacks 
by the BDB.

The forces of eastern Libya’s military 
strongman Khalifa Haftar conceded the 
loss on Saturday.

“The attackers were armed with 
modern tanks,” spokesman for Haftar ’s 
forces, Colonel Ahmad al-Mismari, said.

“We lost two men. But the battle is 
ongoing. The situation in the Oil Cres-
cent remains under control.”

The assault raised the prospect of a 
new escalation of violence around the 
ports, and put at risk a sharp boost to 
Libya’s oil production achieved after 
the LNA took over four ports in Sep-
tember, ending a blockade at three of 
them.

Though Es Sider and Ras Lanuf have 
been reopened for exports, they were 
badly damaged in past fighting and are 
operating well below capacity.

It was not clear to what extent the 
BDB had gained control over the ports, 
or whether operations at the terminals 
had been affected.

A resident in Ras Lanuf said they 
heard fighter jets over the town at dawn 
on Saturday, followed by explosions.

Residents posted pictures of fires 
and damage to buildings apparently 
caused by the strikes.

Libya’s oil production has recently 
been fluctuating around 700,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd), more than double its 
output last year but still well under the 
1.6 million bpd the OPEC (Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) 
member was producing before a 2011 
uprising.

The Benghazi Defense Brigades are 
composed partly of fighters who were 
ousted from Benghazi by the LNA.

That battle is linked to a wider con-
flict between political and armed fac-
tions based in eastern and western 
Libya.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Benghazi Defense Brigades: Five 
cities, two oil ports captured

14 civilians killed in U.S.-led 
coalition airstrikes in Mosul
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China’s 2017 defense 
budget rise again

Trump accuses Obama of ‘tapping’ his phone during campaign

Malaysia expels 
North Korea ambassador 
Kang Chol
Malaysia has declared North Korea’s ambassador perso-
na non grata over the murder of the North Korean Lead-
er Kim Jong-un’s half-brother, and ordered the diplomat 
to leave Malaysia within the next 48 hours.

Kang Chol’s expulsion came on Saturday, just weeks af-
ter Kim Jong-nam was poisoned at Kuala Lumpur airport 
on February 13.

Al Jazeera’s Florence Looi, reporting from Kuala Lum-
pur, said that according to the authorities the decision to 
expel the envoy made after he failed to appear at Malay-
sia’s foreign ministry today at 6pm local time where he was 
summoned.

“They were also expecting North Korea to issue an 
apology because of the accusations they were making 
against Malaysia. But that also didn’t happen, so they took 
this drastic measure they said,” she said.

Ambassador Kang Chol in late February accused Malay-
sia of colluding with “hostile forces” to damage the North, 
after rival South Korea said Pyongyang had orchestrated 
the airport attack.

Following the incident, Malaysia summoned Chol and 
also recalled its envoy to North Korea.

(Source: AL Jazeera)

Gunmen kill leading 
lawyer in NW Pakistan
Pakistani police say unidentified gunmen have killed a prom-
inent attorney in an apparent targeted shooting in a north-
western town near a tribal region bordering Afghanistan.

Khalid Khan, a police officer in Shabqadar, said two gun-
men on a motorcycle opened fired on Mohammed Jan Gig-
yani when he was driving his car on Saturday. Khan said Gig-
yani was critically wounded and died en route to a hospital.

Khan says Gigyani was a prominent lawyer affiliated with 
the secular Qaumi Watan political party.

Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, a breakaway faction of Pakistani Taliban 
militants claimed responsibility for the killing. Spokesman 
Asad Mansoor said the group will continue such attacks.

Shabqadar is near Mohmand tribal region and located in 
Charsadda district where suicide bombers killed eight people 
near a court complex last week.

(Source: AP)

Turkey criticizes Merkel 
reaction to cancelled 
rallies
Turkey hit back at German Chancellor Angela Merkel on 
Saturday for not criticizing the decision by authorities in 
Germany to ban rallies in support of expanding Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s powers.

Ankara and Berlin have been locked in acrimony over 
the last few days after German towns blocked events 
where Turkish ministers sought to address Turks living 
there about the April 16 referendum.

Turkish voters will be asked whether to approve con-
stitutional changes to create an executive presidency 
giving more power to the head of state.

“Mrs. Merkel says they (the Germans) respect free-
dom of expression; the foreign minister says we have no 
impact on this decision, but if you look carefully at both, 
they do not criticize the decision” of the German towns, 
Turkish Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag said.

“They do not say the decision taken by the authorities 
is wrong,” the minister added, speaking to reporters in 
the central province of Yozgat.

Merkel said on Friday that the decision was “taken 
by municipalities, and as a matter of principle, we apply 
freedom of expression in Germany”.

In the run-up to next month’s referendum, trips by 
Turkish politicians to Germany have come under heavy 
criticism as the government seeks a “Yes” vote from the 
huge community of Turkish expatriates.

Bozdag was due to speak at a rally on Thursday in 
Gaggenau in western Germany but it was cancelled, 
while Cologne city authorities also withdrew permission 
for a hall to be used for a speech by Turkish Economy 
Minister Nihat Zeybekci.

A third town, Frechen on the outskirts of Cologne, 
scrapped a rally that had been scheduled for Sunday. 

“I ask, not allowing the Turkish justice minister to 
speak, does it adhere or not to German human rights, 
Mrs. Merkel?” Bozdag asked.

The turmoil in relations between the two countries 
has been ongoing since Germany criticized the large-
scale crackdown on suspected coup-plotters and those 
alleged to have links to Kurdish militants following last 
July’s failed coup.

And ties have worsened following the formal arrest of 
Turkish-German Die Welt journalist Deniz Yucel on Mon-
day who is accused of “terrorist propaganda”.

Referring to Germany’s elections later this year, Bo-
zdag invited German politicians to come to Turkey to 
campaign in front of their citizens “wherever they want-
ed”.

Turkish pre-vote rallies have also come under scrutiny 
in the Netherlands where Dutch premier Mark Rutte said 
a planned pro-Erdogan rally in Rotterdam on March 11 
would be “undesirable”.

When asked about Rutte’s comments, Bozdag said 
politicians in Europe were being anti-Turkey in their 
quest for votes ahead of elections -- the Dutch vote on 
March 15 -- which he said was a “big mistake”.

The justice minister accused “several” European Union 
countries of being against changing Turkey’s governing 
system because they did not want it to be a strong and 
stable nation.

(Source: AFP)
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Rail freight service to connect 
India with Iran, Turkey

Iran negotiating to finalize $80-85b 
foreign investment in oil sector

Nigeria charges Shell, Eni with 
corruption over oil license 

Germany’s Robert Bosch Foundation 
seeking partners in Iran: CEO

Nigeria’s anti-graft agency filed new 
charges against Royal Dutch Shell Plc 
and Eni SpA, alleging the companies 
“corruptly” paid $801 million in 2011 
when acquiring an offshore oil field.

The European oil majors gave that 
sum to former Nigerian oil minister 
Dan Etete, his Malabu Oil & Gas Ltd. 
and others in relation to the purchase 
of Oil Prospecting License 245 and 
“thereby committed an offence,” ac-
cording to documents from the Fed-
eral High Court in Abuja.

“Eni reaffirms the correctness of its 
conduct within the acquisition of the 
license,” the Italian oil producer said in 
an emailed statement on Friday. The 
company said it hasn’t been notified 
of any charges relating to the deal.

The latest charges come after a 
Nigerian court in January ordered Eni 
and Shell to temporarily cede con-
trol of the jointly owned license to 
the government pending investiga-
tions. The $1.1 billion acquisition of 
the deep-water Gulf of Guinea license 

-- estimated to hold at least 9 billion 
barrels of crude reserves worth $1 tril-
lion -- violated tax regulations and a 
law promoting Nigerian ownership, 
according to a 2013 report by law-
makers who recommended the deal 
be revoked.

Shell didn’t immediately respond to 
a request seeking comment.

Eni Chairwoman Emma Marce-
gaglia on March 1 urged investors to 
back Chief Executive Officer Claudio 
Descalzi for another term after the Ital-
ian oil major reported fourth-quarter 
profit that was more than double an-
alysts’ estimates. A U.S. law firm found 
no evidence of illicit conduct following 
a company-led probe into the corrup-
tion allegations, Marcegaglia said.

The Italian government, Eni’s big-
gest shareholder, is set to decide 
whether to reappoint the company’s 
board this month.

Eni shares rose 1.5 percent to 15.23 
euros as 2:22 p.m in Milan.

(Source: Bloomberg)

TEHRAN — “Re-
sources of Iran 

and Germany are amazing, so we 
are looking for partners for coop-
eration”, Joachim Rogall , the CEO 
of Germany’s Robert Bosch Stiftung 
GmbH (Robert Bosch Foundation) , 
told the Tehran Times in an exclusive 
interview.

“It’s a research trip so we want to 
learn more about opportunities in 
Iran. Because of the sanctions we 
don’t know too much about it, but we 
see huge potential and after the trip 
we will try to make plan for the fur-
ther cooperation”, Rogall, who visited 
Iran last week on top of a delegation, 
explained about their major purpose 
of visiting.

“I’m happy to be here and we will 
make the best out of it. This delega-
tion is supporting cooperation in sci-
ence, education and healthcare and 
that is the main focus”, he added.

“We don’t know too much about 
the situation here so the trip is a re-
search trip and we just learned and 
what we learned from Iran will give 
us the idea for complete activities” he 
also mentioned.

Established in 1964, Robert Bosch 
Foundation, a charitable institution, is 
one of the leading private foundations 
of Europe that is known for its pro-
motion of natural and social sciences, 
including public health and science, 
education, society and culture, and 
international relations. 

In an ambitious move, Indian Railways 
is exploring the possibility of a trans-
continental rail freight service connect-
ing India with Iran and Turkey.

It is considered to be a major boost 
for trade and economic development 
of the Asia Pacific region, a trans-con-
tainer goods train from Dhaka to Istan-
bul covering Bangladesh, Bhutan, In-
dia, Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran 
and Turkey.

Even though Bhutan and Afghan-
istan do not have rail connectivity at 
present, Bhutan can be connected by 
road from Kolkata and in Afghanistan 
containers can be loaded by connect-
ing road routes with the railway net-
work at Quetta.

Codenamed the ‘ITI-DKD’ route, the 
ambitious international project cover-
ing about 6,000 km aims to significant-
ly reduce the currently high tariff and 
non-tariff costs to trade between these 
countries.

Taking the lead in the intra-regional 
freight transport, Indian Railways has 

convened a meeting of South Asian 
railway heads involved in the project 
on March 15-16.

There are various conferences and 
feasibility studies conducted by Eco-
nomic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP) on rail network 
connecting Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and 
Turkey.

ESCAP has identified Dhaka–Kolk-
ata–Delhi–Amritsar– Lahore–Islama-
bad–Zahedan–Tehran–Istanbul as the 
possible rail route, said a senior Railway 
Ministry official.

The ITI-DKD route has the strategic 
advantage of connecting the capitals of 
these countries.

According to the railways, a demon-
stration container train between Bang-
ladesh and India has been planned in 
the first quarter of 2017-18, the mo-
dalities for which have been agreed by 
senior Railway officials of both coun-
tries.

(Source: outlookindia.com)

TEHRAN — Iran is 
negotiating with for-

eign companies to finalize 25 contracts 
in oil sector, which will bring $80-85 bil-
lion investment to the country, Deputy 
Oil Minister for International Affairs and 
Trading Amir-Hossein Zamaninia said on 
Saturday.

Iran has signed 25 memorandums of 
understanding (MOUs) with foreigners 
after the lifting of sanctions against the 
country in January 2016, for carrying de-
velopment studies on Iranian oil fields and 
according to Zamaninia the MOUs are 
planned to turn into contracts from the 
next Iranian calendar year’s third month of 
Khordad (which starts on May 22).

Last week, Gholamreza Manouchehri, 
the deputy managing director of Nation-
al Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) for de-
velopment and engineering affairs, said 
that Iran has received 25 Management 
Development Programs (MDP) for the 
development of its oilfields from foreign 

companies since sanctions removal.
“Post-sanctions era has provided for-

eign companies a great opportunity for 
entering Iran’s oil industry,” the official 
noted, adding that NIOC has started the 
assessing process of the submitted pro-
posals.

Iran has ramped up oil production and 
more than doubled exports over the past 
year, reviving its market in Europe and 
elsewhere which it had lost under sanc-
tions. The country is currently producing 
close to pre-sanction levels of about 4 mil-
lion barrels per day.

TEHRAN — The value 
of Iran’s annual miner-

als and mining industries exports is ex-
pected to reach $5.5 billion by the end of 
current Iranian calendar year (March 20), 
IRNA quoted Deputy Industry, Mining 
and Trade Minister Jafar Sarqini as saying 
on Saturday.

The official put the worth of minerals 
and mining industries exports from the 

country at $4.5 billion during the first ten 
months of this calendar year (March 20, 
2016-January 19, 2017).

He also announced that the value of 
minerals exports from Iran during the 
mentioned ten-month period compared 
to the same period of time in the previ-
ous year rose 50 percent to stand at $900 
million and is anticipated to hit $1.1 bil-
lion by the end of current year.

The annual amount of newly-found 
mineral reserves in Iran will reach 1.078 
billion tons by the yearend, according to 

Asadollah Keshavarz, the director general 
of Mineral Discoveries Office in the Minis-
try of Industry, Mining and Trade.

Minerals, mining 
exports expected 
to reach $5.5b
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Kazakh minister 
calls Iran “strategic 
partner”

9-month economic 
growth touches 
7.2%

Iran-China 
economic co-op 
seminar slated for 
early-Apr.

Iran to preserve 
single-digit 
inflation rate: 
vice president

TEHRAN — Zhenis Kassymbek, the min-
ister for investments and development of 

Kazakhstan, called Iran his country’s strategic partner and 
emphasized boosting of relations in various areas, IRNA 
reported.

The official made the remarks in a meeting with Central 
Bank of Iran (CBI)’s Vice Governor for Foreign Exchange 
Affairs Gholamali Kamyab in Astana on Friday.

The two sides stressed the need for development of 
trade and economic relations following facilitation of bank-
ing cooperation.

TEHRAN – According to the latest data 
released by Statistical Center of Iran, the 

country’s economic growth was 7.2 percent for the first 
nine months of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
20-December 20, 2016).

The figure however was lower for some sectors like 
agriculture standing at 5.7 percent and services hovering 
around 5.4 percent, Tasnim news agency reported on Sat-
urday.

Earlier this week, an official at the government’s secre-
tariat of economic council had reported the nine-month 
economic growth without oil to be five percent.

TEHRAN — Iran and China’s Cham-
bers of Commerce will jointly hold an 

Iran-China economic cooperation seminar on April 5, Iran 
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) reported.

According to ICCIMA, Iran’s Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion (TPO) is also contributing to this event.

A 57-member Chinese delegation comprised of senior 
managers from renowned companies active in areas in-
cluding clean energy, technology, construction, iron and 
steel, coal, oil and gas, banking and insurance, invest-
ment, communications, aerospace, industrial equipment, 
automotive, transportation, and agriculture will attend the 
event in Tehran.

TEHRAN — First-Vice President Es’haq 
Jahangiri announced that Iran is expect-

ed to maintain a single-digit inflation rate during the up-
coming years, IRIB news reported on Saturday.

Thanks to the planned programs and application of the 
policies of “resistance economy”-a set of guidelines pro-
moted by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who 
has called for Iran to make its economy more self-suffi-
cient so that it can resist outside pressure- Iran will con-
tinue its path to taming its inflation rate, Jahangiri said.

On June 14, 2016, Finance and Economic Affairs Min-
ister Ali Tayyebnia had said that the country planned to 
reduce the inflation rate to a single digit by the coming 
two months.

The goal was achieved in the last calendar year ’s third 
month of Khordad (ended on June 20, 2016) when the 
inflation rate hit 9.5 percent.

Curbing inflation was one of the major promises by 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani during his presidential 
campaign. Under the previous administration, inflation 
skyrocketed to cross 44%. 
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UK Prime Minister Theresa May’s government looks set 
for an early clash with European Union leaders over the 
terms of Brexit as a report suggested it can leave the 
bloc without paying a financial settlement.

The Times newspaper on Saturday said government 
lawyers concluded there is no law or treaty to compel 
the UK to pay the bill EU officials have estimated at 
about 60 billion euros ($64 billion). That echoed a new-
ly published finding of a House of Lords committee.

Balking over a departure bill would risk a rancorous 
start to negotiations and make it harder for Britain to 
secure the favorable access to EU markets it still wants 
to enjoy after Brexit.

The Lords report, released Saturday, said Britain and 
the EU’s 27 other members should nonetheless seek a 
“fair ” divorce because of the “gravity” of failing to reach 
a deal. A stalemate over the departure bill will make 
it harder for the government to secure access to EU 
markets on favorable terms, the upper chamber ’s EU 
Financial Affairs Sub-Committee said in the report.

“Even though we consider that the UK will not be 
legally obliged to pay in to the EU budget after Brexit, 
the issue will be a prominent factor in withdrawal nego-
tiations,” Committee Chairwoman Kishwer Falkner said 
in a statement. “The government will have to set the 
financial and political costs of making such payments 

against potential gains from other elements of the ne-
gotiations.”

Haggling over how much Britain owes appears set to 
provide an early test of the formal negotiations, which 
May has pledged to invoke by the end of March. Austrian 
Chancellor Christian Kern became the first EU leader to 
put a value on the bill when he told Bloomberg last month 
that Britain should be charged about 60 billion euros. 

That sparked anger from May’s Conservative Party, 
with former leader Iain Duncan Smith calling it “non-
sense.” Trade Secretary Liam Fox has dismissed the idea 

of paying anything at all as “absurd.” 
The Lords report detailed different ways an exit bill 

could be calculated, with the sum ranging from about 
15 billion euros to more than 60 billion euros. The 
amount could include contributions to future commit-
ments made by Britain while still a member of the EU, 
as well as pension liabilities for those working in EU 
institutions that could range from 2.5 billion euros to 
9.6 billion euros.

After Brexit, the EU will cease to pay contributions to 
the EU that totaled more than 19 billion euros in each of 
2013, 2014 and 2015, the panel said. Net contributions 
averaged about 7.1 billion euros in recent years, once 
the annual rebate, agricultural funding and grants and 
subsidies to the public and private sector are taken into 
account.  

If Britain pays no exit bill, individual EU members 
may seek to bring a case against the UK for payment of 
outstanding liabilities, “but international law is slow to 
litigate and hard to enforce,” the panel said.

“The forthcoming negotiations will be more than 
just a trial of strength,” Falkner said. “They will be about 
establishing a stable, cooperative and amicable rela-
tionship between the UK and the EU. This will not be 
possible without good will on both sides.”

(Source: Bloomberg)

UK may be on course for early clash with EU over Brexit costs
Pakistan, Iran central 
banks to sign accord soon
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Ashraf Mahmood 
Wathra has revealed that a cabinet committee has ap-
proved an agreement between the SBP and Central Bank 

of Iran that will be signed 
soon.

The agreement will al-
low Pakistani and Iranian 
exporters to settle their 
claims through the SBP and 
Central Bank of Iran respec-
tively.

“Trade with Iran is very 
close to my heart. I am pur-
suing it since my appoint-
ment,” Wathra said while 
talking to members of the 
Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (LCCI) 
on Friday.

He emphasized that the agreement between central 
banks of the two countries would help boost mutual trade 
volume.

(Source: Tribune)

TEHRAN — The Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (CAO) of Iran has an-

nounced the number of scheduled and chartered 
flights during Noruz, the Iranian New Year holidays 
falling on March 21 to April 1.

The organization has issued permits for 1,430 do-

mestic and foreign chartered flights during Noruz, 
the CAO’s public relations director Reza Jafarzadeh 
was quoted as saying by the organization’s official 
website.

“Up to now, the airlines have received 392 per-
mits for their chartered flights and 9,663 ones for 

scheduled flights across Iran as well as 546 permits 
for chartered flights and 1,412 ones for scheduled 
flights to foreign countries,” he said.

Meanwhile, 498 permits for chartered flights and 
1,543 ones for scheduled flights have been issued 
specially for Noruz holidays, he added.

CAO announces number of flights for Noruz
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Whether the Fillon affair comes as a complete surprise or not to Macron, his belief is that it 
works to his benefit — though others are not so sure

It was a discreet lunch on June 24, 
2014, at Ledoyen, the Michelin-
starred restaurant on the Champs-

Elysees, between Francois Fillon, Nicolas 
Sarkozy’s former prime minister, and 
Jean-Pierre Jouyet, President Francois 
Hollande’s current chief-of-staff. Fillon was 
worried that his former boss might make 
a successful comeback. “You have to get 
him,” he told Jouyet, an old friend. “Hit 
him harder, faster.”

The story was told by two Le Monde 
journalists, who successfully won a libel 
case against Fillon when he disputed their 
account. Sarkozy, who’d been repeatedly 
investigated by magistrates on a series of 
alleged corruption scandals, was facing 
yet another one, over campaign finance. 
(He’s since been cleared of all charges.) 
Fillon, like most political observers, had no 
doubt of the judges’ political motivations 
in a country where those judges are civil 
servants. He also knew that Jouyet and 
Hollande kept a close watch on the cases, 
regularly briefed directly — at times daily 
— by the Justice Minister ’s staff.

Intent on getting the best shot at the 
presidency in 2017, he wanted the judges 
to nail Sarkozy for good. Now Fillon’s 
presidential run stands a good chance 
of being scuppered by a judicial inquiry 
into the plum, and possibly fictitious, 
jobs he gave his wife and children as his 
parliamentary assistants. Irony aside, this 
tale illustrates the poisonous side of French 
political life. Yesterday, Fillon announced 
that he and his Welsh-born wife Penelope 
have been summonsed by an investigating 
magistrate, in all likelihood to be placed 
under formal investigation on March 15.

 Fillon’s vow
To outside observers, Fillon’s vow to 

fight on is incomprehensible. To his core 
voters, though, his cry that he is being 
“politically assassinated” is believable. 
They point out the exquisite timing of 
the original revelations, as well as the 
incredible speed with which the wheels 
of French justice started grinding. Four 
weeks ago, the political satirical weekly 
Le Canard Enchaine revealed that Fillon’s 
wife had received more than half a million 
euros over 12 years, without ever being 

seen in the corridors of the Assemblee 
Nationale. Two investigative magistrates 
have launched an official inquiry, 
prompting questions of how they had 
even found clerks to work overnight on 
their paperwork.

Subsequent accusations about Fillon’s 
children have followed in a drip-drip-
drip every Wednesday, accompanied 
by new judicial lines of inquiry, while the 
public was shocked at the sums involved 

at a time of mass unemployment, even 
though the jobs, if not fictitious, would be 
legal. That French judges have a political 
bent is no secret. A France 3 TV team once 
filmed a wall of pictures and caricatures of 
mostly right-wing personalities, including 
Sarkozy, headlined ‘Le mur des cons’ (‘The 
wall of imbeciles’) at the headquarters of 
their main union, Syndicat National de la 
Magistrature.

 Fillon’s poll numbers
The effect of all this on Fillon’s poll 

numbers was disastrous. His clear lead 
vanished overnight. Having beaten 
yesterday’s men — his old boss Sarkozy, 
as well as Alain Juppe — in the Republican 
primary in December (while the Socialists 
self-destructed a la Jeremy Corbyn), he was 
set to come second to Marine Le Pen in 
the first round and trounce her easily in 
the runoff. Now he’s been overtaken by 
Emmanuel Macron, President Hollande’s 
maverick former economy minister, an 
untried novice with great charisma making 
an unprecedented independent run. 
Macron’s spokesmen are already appealing 
to Fillon’s voters. Their message is clear: 
Fillon is soiled goods. He might plod on, but 
an ignominious end is near. The interviewer 
didn’t contradict him. Whether the Fillon 
affair comes as a complete surprise or not 
to Macron, his belief is that it works to his 
benefit. Others are not so sure.

Fillon has been raging against the 
judges, but also the media, changing 
the tenor of what had until then been a 
civilized race into the angry tones heard 
during the campaign that elected Donald 
Trump as the American President. And 
perhaps the person who may gain the 
most from this latest injection of poison 
into French politics is National Front 
leader Marine Le Pen.

(Source: gulfnews.com)

Fillon’s presidential run stands a good 
chance of being scuppered by a judicial 

inquiry into the plum, and possibly 
fictitious, jobs he gave his wife and 

children as his parliamentary assistants. 
Irony aside, this tale illustrates the 

poisonous side of French political life.

Judicial poison could decide 
France’s fate

Trump’s bigger military 
may not be better
Like a lot of his plans, Donald Trump’s proposal for military 
spending is both abundantly clear and maddeningly vague. 
He wants to devote a whole lot more money to the Pen-
tagon, as demonstrated by his budget outline and address 
to Congress. But the president’s plan is too ill-defined and 
arbitrary to make much sense.

More military spending isn’t necessarily a bad thing: The 
Pentagon budget actually declined in real terms under his 
predecessor, while spending by China and Russia increased, 
and Trump’s proposed $54 billion increase is a minuscule part 
of the nation’s $4 trillion budget.

The more important question is how to spend the money. 
His two most specific demands have been to reverse the cuts 
in Army troop strength and to restore the Navy to 350 ships, 
up from about 275 now. Both goals are more about improv-
ing the U.S. military’s strength on paper than its capabilities 
to counter rising threats.

Under President Barack Obama, active Army troops 
were scheduled to be cut to 450,000 this year, from a high of 
566,000 in 2011. Bringing in scores of thousands of new re-
cruits may require lowering enlistment standards, and it risks 
creating a hollow Army, lacking in expertise. It would also 
cost a fortune in related expenses -- more and bigger bases, 
additional trainers, more supplies, carry-on health-care and 
benefit costs -- that the Trump plan seems to ignore.

As for patrolling the waters, not even the Navy or its big-
gest supporters in Congress think 350 ships is realistic. Sena-
tor John McCain, chairman of the Armed Forces Committee, 
released a pie-in-the-sky budgetary wish list earlier this year 
--- and it called for buying only 59 more ships over five years.

The White House has several months before it has to turn 
the president’s bare-bones budget statement into an actual 
proposal. If the administration wants to persuade Congress 
to foot the bill, it needs to come up with details not just on 
how it plans to spend the money, but also on what threats the 
spending would address.

At the same time, the Pentagon and Congress should be 
looking at places where costs can be cut, such as the new 
Ford-class aircraft carrier, the troubled littoral combat ship 
program, and plans to create a new nuclear-tipped intercon-
tinental ballistic missile. Paying for the military increase in part 
by cutting the State Department’s foreign aid budget would 
be shortsighted and counterproductive, as 121 retired mili-
tary officers have argued in an open letter.

Determining the “correct” level of military spending is an 
inherently subjective process. Trump’s judgment on the matter 
deserves consideration. But if he wants support from voters 
and Congress -- which must lift the caps required by the 2011 
Budget Control Act for any of this to happen -- he needs to do 
more than simply reissue the vague promises of the campaign.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Proudly introduces the First class luxurious 
hotel apartment located in the heart of the city 
Tehran. The newly constructed section has an 

enormous segments of rooms with all the 
amenities, Experience the TAJ MAHAL 

advantage & Hospitality 24/7

Enjoy the authentic North Iranian unique culinary, 
Experience the home made country style  recipes!!

Enjoy the original taste of India !! The professional 
chef prepares the amazing  varieties of  kebabs , 

Tandoori nans, Biryani, veg or non-veg curries and 
the famous Indian desserts.

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL 

TAJ MAHAL INDIAN RESTAURANT

TAJ MAHAL ANNOUNCES ITS SECOND RESTAURANT MAHI – MAHI 
Adress: No.29 South Sheikhbahaei Ave. Mollasadra Ave., Vanak Sq. Tehran – Iran

Http: //www.tajmahalhotel.ir                E-mail: info@tajmahalhotel.ir

Tel: (+9821) 88035444(20)    Fax: (+9821) 88057399     Cellphone: (+98910) 789 52 83  

Francois Fillon
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L ike Jeffersonian Democracy, which 
has been rested on a profound con-
tradiction, Donald J. Trump’s style of 

democracy besides banning the immigrants 
and slamming door on refugees - particu-
larly his move to bar entry into the United 
States for residents of seven Majority-Mus-
lim countries - rests on a total contradiction 
as well. Even though, the eighteenth-cen-
tury America of white, Anglo-Saxon, Prot-
estant founding fathers’ attitudes toward 
politics and democracy was profoundly dif-
ferent than today; and also Thomas Jeffer-
son, as one of that Founding Fathers and 
the principal author of the Declaration of 
Independence, was the single most pow-
erful juris-consult and politician who had 
been tried to strengthen the rights of the 
bourgeoisie in the early Republic, simulta-
neously; nevertheless, he surely knew slav-
ery was wrong, not only in his personal life, 
he has been owned slaves in his life span 
and never set them free, but additionally, in 
his political life he didn’t have the courage 
to lead the way to emancipation.

 What do these two Presidents 

have in common?

Of all the contradictions in America’s 
history, none surpasses Jefferson’s con-
tradictory life and this, coupled with the 
realization of the fact that, at the time he 
had owned more than 600 slaves during his 
lifetime and he took no notice of his fellow 
revolutionary John Adams’ advices when 
he said that the revolution would never be 
complete until the slaves were freed. There-
fore, in the course of our inquiry, we then 
find out that there is a huge gap and con-
tradiction between Jefferson’s ideas and his 
own actions - when he shut his eyes and 
ears to the rights of slaves - as a long career 
politician, juris-consult, and philosopher in 
American history. As Jefferson scholar and 
biographer, historian Joseph J. Ellis puts it, 
“The best and worst of American history are 
inextricably tangled together in Jefferson.” 

So, in light of this argument, we can see 
that, in penning the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, at which, he and his fellow rev-
olutionary colleagues - the other Found-
ing Fathers of the newly-formed Republic 
- declared that all men were created equal; 
as we read, “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” Notwithstanding, theoretically 
the signatories of The Call For Liberty nul-
lified Aristotle’s Political Theory   “From the 
hour of their birth, some men are marked 
out for subjection, others for rule,” which 
had ruled political life in ancient world up 
until 1776; but practically, Slavery was the 

exception to the rule of liberty proclaimed 
in the Declaration of Independence and 
slaves in all thirteen colonies were told that 
not only you have no right to speak, but 
also not the right to be heard. 

When we study Jefferson’s Notes on 
the State of Virginia, which he began writ-
ing in 1780 in response to questions from 
the French Government on conditions in 
Virginia, we find out that Jefferson was a 
hypocrite and racist behind the scenes. Ac-
tually, Jefferson by penning this notes justi-
fies slavery and Blacks inferiority. “The first 
difference which strikes us is that of color,” 
Jefferson wrote. “Besides those of color, 
figure, and hair there are other physical 
distinctions providing a difference of race,” 
He added. Subsequently, he concluded that 

“Their griefs are transient .... In general, 
their existence appears to participate more 
of sensation than reflection.” Following 
these statements, he claims that “Compar-
ing them by their faculties of memory, rea-
son, and imagination, it appears to me, that 
in memory they are equal to the whites; in 
reason much inferior.”   

American legal historian Paul Finkekman, 
professor at the University of Pennsylvania 
and the author of Slavery and the Founders: 
Race and Liberty in the Age of Jefferson, 
in his article The Monster of Monticello: 
The Real Thomas Jefferson, writes that the 
third President was a creepy, brutal hypo-
crite, because “Jefferson was always deeply 
committed to slavery, and even more deep-
ly hostile to the welfare of blacks, slave or 
free. His proslavery views were shaped not 
only by money and status but also by his 
deeply racist views, which he tried to justify 
through pseudoscience.”

One of Jefferson’s complex and contro-
versial legacies can be found in his private 
life, specifically is the third president’s al-
leged relationship with his black slave con-
cubine Sally Hemmings; even his biogra-
pher and Professor of the Commonwealth 
Honors College at the University of Mas-
sachusetts, Joseph J. Ellis in his 1996 book 
American Sphinx: The Character of Thom-
as Jefferson, admits that “The alleged liai-
son between Thomas Jefferson and Sally 
Hemmings may be described as the long-
est-running miniseries in American history.” 
These considerations, and others such as 
these, may enable us in some measures to 
compare Trump to Jefferson. To such a de-
gree, like Jefferson, Trump does not believe 
in equal men as well. For instance, In 2009, 

Trump revealed his dissatisfaction with the 
Declaration’s famous creed “all men are 
created equal.” If truth be told, he frank-
ly questioned the well-known part of that 
document by saying that “they say all men 
are created equal,” he added “It doesn’t 
get any more famous. But is it really true? 
. . . It’s a very confusing phrase to a lot of 
people”. Once Karl Marx quipped that, “his-
tory repeats itself, first as tragedy, second 
as farce,” at the present time, It does seem 
that with Donald Trump’s surprising ascen-
sion to the White House as the 45th Pres-
ident of the United States, history is about 
to repeat itself once more. In comparison to 
Jefferson, founder of Democratic-Republi-
can Party, Trump, however, on the one hand 
says that he is the voice of common people 
by saying that “Today we are transferring 
power from Washington, D.C. and giving it 
back to you, the people,” but on the oth-
er hand, he orders to ban peoples of the 
seven majority-Muslim countries entering 
the U.S., planning to build a wall with Mex-
icans and threatening Iranians, the most 
peaceful nation in the Middle East, and say 
that Iranians are playing with fire and we 
are officially putting Iran on notice . “Iran 
is playing with fire - they don’t appreciate 
how ‘kind’ President Obama was to them. 
Not me!” While, in his inaugural address, 
Trump promised “We will seek friendship 
and goodwill with the nations of the world, 
but we do so with the understanding that 
it is the right of all nations to put their own 
interests first,” but after a week on the job, 
in a U-turn shift he threatens to put Iran 
on notice because Trump does not want 
Iran to act in his own best interest first. 
“Iran has been formally Put On Notice for 
firing a ballistic missile. Should have been 
thankful for the terrible deal the U.S. made 
with them!” Trump wrote on his twitter ac-
count on February 3, 2017. Even though, 
he says that transfer of power day is ordi-
nary people’s day “This is your day. This 
is your celebration. And this, the United 
States of America, is your country,” but in 
practice, he defies immigrants. His prede-
cessor, Jefferson as the third President of 
the United States, believed the black race 
was intellectually inferior and that all the 
Indians should be expelled to the wilder-
ness, wrote American investigative jour-
nalist Robert Parry in his essay, Rethinking 
Thomas Jefferson.

Maybe, it can be said that Trump’s an-
ti-establishment attitudes such as “What 
truly matters is not which party controls 
our government, but whether our gov-
ernment is controlled by the people,” that 
he said in his inaugural address on Janu-
ary 20th, 2017, could be traced back to 
Populist Democratic-Republican President, 
Thomas Jefferson, when he and other 
southern slaveholders saw an effective 
central government as an existential threat 
to slavery. When Trump says “The United 
States of America, is your country,” like 
Jefferson who turned a blind eye to the 
rights of Blacks and Native Americans; we 
can only guess he is promising something 
that he himself probably does not believe 
them. Considering this, like Jefferson, an 
egregious hypocrite, and the architect of 
“Indian Removal Policy,” the one who laid 
the foundation for the devastating Indian 

removals of the 1830s; Trump is doing its 
best to encounter immigrants and minori-
ties as well.

Just like Jefferson, who considered his 
election in 1800 the “Second American 
Revolution;” Trump described his victory 
and his inauguration as the 45th President 
of the United States “as the day the peo-
ple became the rulers of his nation again.” 
Moreover, both Jefferson and Trump, af-
ter accession to the presidency, declared 
war against Judicial system. In his letter to 
Judge Spencer Roane, Thomas Jefferson 
complains against exclusive judiciary con-
struction of the Constitution. Because ac-
cording to Jefferson, such exclusive power 
of constitutional interpretation would un-
dermine the principle of checks and balanc-
es. In point of fact, in Thomas Jefferson’s 
mind, “The Midnight Judges Act of 1801” 
was considered as John Adams’ conspiracy 
in which the Federalist-dominated Supreme 
Court aimed the judiciary to gain more 
power over the executive branch. Briefly 
told, Jefferson feared that the Federalists 
intended to use the courts to frustrate Re-
publican plans. 

Consequently, Jefferson argued that if 
the judiciary were given the sole power of 
constitutional interpretation, then the Con-
stitution would be “a mere thing of wax in 
the hands of the judiciary, which they may 
twist and shape into any form they please.” 
In the event, Jefferson, as an anti-establish-
ment and populist President, feared that 
considering the “Federalist” judges as the 
ultimate arbiters of all constitutional ques-
tions would be a very dangerous doctrine 
indeed, and it would lead Americans into 
the hands of oligarchic system of govern-
ment. 

Today, the newly-elected President Don-
ald J. Trump, is in the same situation again 
as Jefferson. Upon Trump’s accession to 
the White House, he escalated his attacks 
on the U.S. Judicial system; when he faced 
a high legal barrier wall constructed by a 
Federal judge James Robart of Seattle. This 
encounter occurred owing to the fact that, 
Judge James Louis Robart, blocked Presi-
dent Trump’s controversial executive order 
— Protecting the Nation from Foreign Ter-
rorist Entry into the United States — brief-
ly known as “travel ban,” which imposes a 

90-day prohibition, with some exceptions, 
on the refugees and citizens of seven pre-
dominately Muslim countries: Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Libya, and Somalia. In 
response, like Jefferson, who declared war 
on the Judiciary, the White House said that 
“The president’s order is intended to pro-
tect the homeland and he has the consti-
tutional responsibility to protect the Amer-
ican people.” Besides that, President Trump 
didn’t tolerate this and took to Twitter and 
ripped into the Federal judge’s decision 
many times and warned “When a country 
is no longer able to say who can, and who 
cannot, come in & out, especially for rea-
sons of safety & security — big trouble!” 

He, also, questioned the legitimacy of 
the federal judge while referring to him 
as a so-called judge. “The opinion of this 
so-called judge, which essentially takes 
law-enforcement away from our country, is 

ridiculous and will be overturned!” Trump 
tweeted. He, later resumed tweeting his 
displeasure hours later by asking the fate 
of the country via this tweet “What is our 
country coming to when a judge can halt a 
Homeland Security travel ban and anyone, 
even with bad intentions, can come into 
U.S.?” And then again, he kept on ques-
tioning judge’s decision by another com-
plaining tweet “Because the ban was lifted 
by a judge, many very bad and dangerous 
people may be pouring into our country. 
A terrible decision.” And finally, when three 
judges refused to reinstate his executive 
order on travel ban, president lashed out: 
“SEE YOU IN COURT, THE SECURITY OF 
OUR NATION IS AT STAKE!”

 What do these two Presidents 

have nothing in common?

Nevertheless, however, Jefferson and 
Trump both have a lot in common, but at the 
same time Donald John Trump, has so many 
differences compared to his anti-establish-
ment, populist predecessor Thomas Jeffer-
son. According to Joshua Kendall’s book 
America’s Obsessives, contrary to Trump, 
Jefferson gave only two public speeches his 
entire life. Based on many character analy-
sis and in-depth researches conducted by 
several American leading Jefferson schol-
ars on Jefferson’s life, psychiatrists at Duke 
University, writing in The Journal of Nervous 
and Mental Disease, diagnosed Jefferson 
posthumously with social phobia. On the 
contrary, Trump as a socialite businessman, 
a real-estate and television personality, gets 
paid a lot of money to speak.

As Conor Cruise O’Brien, the author 
of Thomas Jefferson: Radical and Racist 
(1996), writes, “Thomas Jefferson, as the 
prophet of the American civil religion was 
a good American in the general sense; he 
held America and Americans to be vastly 
superior to Europe and Europeans, morally 
and socially speaking. But he was not an 
American nationalist, politically speaking. 
He was not an ‘America firster.’ He was a 
‘Virginia firster.” He continues, “The United 
States was not an object that engaged his 
emotions; Virginia was. The Declaration of 
Independence was for him a sacred docu-
ment, part of the civil religion of liberty. The 
Constitution of the United States was not....” 

Editor-in-chief of the Daily Wire, Ben 

Shapiro in his article, Trump Has Brought 
European-style Nationalism to the U.S., Be-
lieves that newly-elected President, eyes 
nationalism as the cornerstone of his plat-
form, but to some extent his favored na-
tionalism has nothing to do with the Decla-
ration of Independence or the Constitution. 
Actually, it does seem that Trump believes 
in his own ideology instead of Constitution. 
Contrary to Jefferson — the man who was 
known as “the Pope of Liberty” and the one 
who has usually been eyed Virginia as his 
country in lieu of America — Trump, time 
and again, in his Presidential campaign 
slogans “Make America Great Again,” “Buy 
American, Hire American,” and “America 
First,” has shown us that, he, apparently, 
does want America to be first in the world. 
succinctly, contrary to Jefferson, who was a 
“Virginia firster,” Trump seemingly has de-
picted himself as an “America firster.”

By Abbas Torabi 

Even though, he says that transfer of power day is 

ordinary people’s day “This is your day. This is your 

celebration. And this, the United States of America, is 

your country,” but in practice, he defies immigrants. 

Consequently, Jefferson argued that if 

the judiciary were given the sole power of 

constitutional interpretation, then the Constitution 

would be “a mere thing of wax in the hands of the 

judiciary, which they may twist and shape into any 

form they please.”

When we study Jefferson’s Notes on the State of 

Virginia, which he began writing in 1780 in response 

to questions from the French Government on 

conditions in Virginia, we find out that Jefferson was 

a hypocrite and racist behind the scenes. 

Jeffersonian democracy: How much 
Trump’s presidency resembles 

Jefferson’s rule?
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Ask Us Your Required Short 
Term / Long Term Furnished 
&Unfurnished Apartments.

آپارتمان هاى كوتاه مدت و بلند مدت مبله 
و غير مبله مورد نياز خود را از ما بخواهيد.
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From Oxford Cert Universal

Amazing Apt in Zafaraniyeh
400 sq.m, 4Bdrs.,8th floor,big 

balcony,nice lobby, luxury furn, 
$10.0000 Negotiable

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Amazing Apt in Fereshteh
185 sq.m,9th floor,  furn,  bright 

living room, balcony, pool & gym, 
car wash , 2 Pkg
Shooting, $ 4500

Mr.Nader 09128440157

Apt in Nice Tower in 
 Shahrak-Gharb

110 sq.m, 1 Bdr., top floors, luxury 
furn, excellent view, lobby, Pkg, 

good access $ 2000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Aqdasiyeh
120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., nice view

Pkg,good  access
Suitable for Residency of Ambassadors

Ms.Sara 09128103207

New Apt in Farmanieh
100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., wonderful, fabu

lous furn, Pkg, lobby
new brand, Suitable for Diplomats, $ 2500

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Villa in Darous
Triplex, 410 Sq.m, built up in 1250 
Sq.m land, 4 Bdrs.,    green garden, 

3 pkg lot, $7000
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Super Luxury Villa in Farmanieh
800 Built up in 1200 Land, Duplex, 
completely renovated,  7 Bdrs., 2 
level, green garden, outdoor pool, 
high security, equipment  kitchen, 
Suitable for Residency of Ambassadors 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206  

Amazing Villa in Kamranieh
duplex ,750 sq.m, 8 Bdrs. , reno
vated , full furn, ceramic floor, 
driver room,balcony, 4Pkg ,$ 

15.000, Suitable for foreign Embassies
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Duplex Villa in Niavaran
450 sq.m Built up in 650 sq.m 
Land, One Extra Apt, Jacuzzi, 

Pkg, indoor pool, Spj, Suitable for 
Residency of Ambassadors $ 7000

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

whole building in Jordan
9-Storey, each unit 127 Sq.m, fully 

furn, 30 Bdrs., 15 Pkg lot, 
renovated, stone floor, Suitable for 

foreign Companies,$35000
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

whole building in Zafar-Jordan
4 floors, 30 rooms, security, fur

nished, meeting room 
Lobby, Pkg , Suitable for Residency 

for Big Companies
Negotiable Price

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole building in Jordan
each floor 126 sq.m , 

duplex store, open space, full glass, 
smart AC, furn/unfurn, storage, 

900 sq.m Pkg
each floor available for Sale & Rent

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Whole Building in Farmanieh
60 Apts.,Size of each apt between 

190-230 sq.m, 3 room,
Lobby,conference room,Spj, 37 
Pkg, Suitable for Residency of 

Ambassadors, Reasonable Price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Apt. in Jordan
150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., 3rd floor, 
Full furn, nice & cozy, Pkg

$ 1800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Affordable Apt. in Elahieh
250 Sq.m, 3 Bdrs, balcony, back 

yard, fully furn, ceramic floor, only 
$2500

Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Apt in Elahieh
180 sq.m,3 Bdrs flat, full furn, Spj 

& Pkg, good access , only $3000
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in Jordan
120 Sq.m, 2 Bdrs., renovated Pkg, 
full furn, wood floor, pool only $ 1200 

Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Luxury Apt in Zafaraniyeh
250 sq.m,4 Bdrs., luxury furn,

Nice & cozy, Pkg 
 Suitable for Diplomat, $ 3300

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Modern Apt. in Jordan
5th floor, 2 Bdrs., 120 Sq.m, fully 

furn, lobby, $1800
Mr. Nader: 09128440157

زعفرانيه
320 متر، 4 خوابه، تكواحدى

2 مستر روم ، نقشه و ديد عالى
3 سال ساخت

فربد: 09128484216

محموديه
550 متر، 1000 متر لابى

خوش نقشه ، ط 11
ديد شمالى و جنوبى

نادرنيا : 09128440152

زعفرانيه
430 متر، 4 خوابه، تكواحدى
لابى، استخر،3 پاركينگ، 

دسترسى عالى
فربد: 09128484216

فرشته
285 متر، 4 خوابه، تكواحدى

 كف سنگ، فول فرنيش، لوكيشن عالى
فول امكانات، متريال درجه 1 

نادرنيا : 09128440152

باغ فردوس
145 متر، 3 خوابه

لابى شيك، ديد و نقشه عالى
2 پاركينگ، 3 سال ساخت

فربد: 09128484216

Modern Office in Argantine

2nd floor, 3rd floor each floor 500 Sq.m 

with 3 offices, open office, nice balcony, 

lobby, 5 Pkg,   Open Space, Suitable for 

International Companies & Airlines, 

Negotiable price

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Luxury Office in Vanak

Duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, lobby, Pkg, 

Suitable for Foreign Companies 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Office in Mirdamad

5th floor, 110 Sq.m, 4 Bdrs, fully furn, 12 

tel lines, $2800

Mr. Nader: 09128440157

Office in Jordan

110 Sq.m, 3 rooms, completely reno

vated, guest Pkg, nice lobby, clean, high 

security, reasonable price, Suitable for 

Foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Office in Valiasr
150 sq.m, excellent view, good access, 24 

security, Pkg, lobby Reasonable Price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Administrative license Office
In Jordan

85 Sq.m, high security, Good Access fur

nished, 10 Tel Lines, $1700 

Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Office in Mirdamad

5th floor, 110 Sq.m, 4 Bdrs, fully furn, 

12 tel lines, $2800

Mr. Nader: 09128440157
Administrative license building in 

Vozara/Argantine
500 Sq.m, open office, nice balcony, lobby, 

Pkg lot, high security, Full of Foreign 
Companies 

 Ms.Diba: 09128103206 
Modern Office in Zafaraniyeh  

Near Palladium
1100 sq.m, 3rd floor, 4 Bdrs, fully fur

nish, Suitable for Foreign Companies5000 $ .
Mr. Nader: 09128440157
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IraniaHOME
Real Estate

SH.LAVASANI
09123103526

Tel: 88888007  Fax: 88675936
www.iraniahome.com

Email: info@iraniahome.com

ea s a e

SHSH LLAVAVASASANANII

villa - Elahie 
1000 SQM land - 1000 SQM 

built up Quite fantastic 
full facilities - access to all 

ready to move in 
Fair price   Ahrabi 09192571076

مالكين محترم: ويلا و آپارتمان مبله شما
 را جهت اجاره به ديپلماتها نيازمنديم

Administrative office in elahieh: 1000 sq.m built up,open space,all 
brand new,easy access to highway,30 pkg lots.
Office space in Zafranieh:1550 sq.m built up,open space,nice 
view,marble floor,brand new,40 pkg lots.
administrative in jordan st: 1500 sq.m built up,5 stories,open space,all brand 
new,50 pkg lots.

Mr. Arvin
09121434592

PALLADIUM MALL

Add: No833, Palladium mall
Tel & fax: 021-22656523   

E-Mail: Topplan.palladium@gmail.com

 ملك شما را با شرايط ايده آل
جهت اجاره به خارجي نيازمنديم

1- 250 sq.m super luxury, classic plan, beautiful view, natural light, high security
2- 300 sq.m luxury furnished, full facilities, high security, beautiful entrance
3- 500 sq.m villa, green yard, open pool, big trace, triplex, very good plan

Elahieh  0912-43886340912-4388634
Tel: (021) 22022920   Fax: (021) 26201855

www.maskanfereshteh.com     maskanfereshteh@gmail.com
Add.: No. 18, Hojjat Bldg., Sharifimanesh Intersection, Fereshteh, Elahieh 

By Susie Moore

By Joel Fuhrman

The 10 best foods for longevity
 Eat to live

It is no secret that what we eat has the potential to 
help us or harm us. Our addiction to processed food 
has left us consuming a diet that offers insufficient 
nourishment and is the cause of so many illnesses, such 
as obesity, cardiovascular disease, and type 2 diabetes. 
It doesn’t have to be this way. There are foods that can 
leave you feeling energized, reduce your risk of illness, 
and allow you to maintain a healthy weight. If you want 
to live longer and be healthier, you have to fuel your 
body with the most nutrient-dense foods on the planet. 
Making natural plant foods a primary part of your 
diet will restore your health and vitality and have you 
wondering why everyone else isn’t eating this way, too. 
Help spread the word. 

 1. Cruciferous vegetables
Vegetable powerhouses with 

the unique ability to modify human 
hormones, activate the body’s 
natural detoxification system, and 
inhibit the growth of cancerous 
cells. Cruciferous vegetables 
should be chewed thoroughly or 
eaten shredded, chopped, juiced 
or blended in order to release their 
potent anti-cancer properties. 
The cruciferous phytochemical 

sulforaphane has also been found to protect the blood 
vessel wall from inflammatory signaling that can lead 
to heart disease. Cruciferous vegetables are the most 
nutrient-dense of all the foods. Eat a variety in both raw 
and cooked form daily. Try broccoli, cauliflower, Brussels 
sprouts, kale, or cabbage.

 2. Salad greens
Raw leafy green vegetables 

– some are cruciferous – only 
contain less than 100 calories per 
pound, making them an ideal 
food for weight control. In sci-
entific studies, women who ate a 
large salad at the beginning of a 
meal ate fewer calories from the 
rest of the meal, and larger sal-
ads reduced calories more than 
smaller ones. In addition to keep-

ing weight down, greater intake of salads, leafy greens, 
or raw vegetables is associated with reduced risk of 
heart attack, stroke, diabetes, and several cancers. Leafy 
greens are also rich in the essential B-vitamin folate, plus 
lutein and zeaxanthin, carotenoids that protect the eyes 
from light damage. Try kale, collard greens, mustard 
greens, spinach, or lettuce. To maximize the health ben-
efits of leafy greens, we must maximize our absorption 
of their fat-soluble phytochemicals, carotenoids in par-
ticular, and that requires fats – which is why your salad 
(or dressing) should always contain nuts and/or seeds. 

 3. Nuts
A high-nutrient source of 

healthful fats, plant protein, 
fiber, antioxidants, phytosterols, 
and minerals, nuts are a low-
glycemic food that also helps 
to reduce the glycemic load of 
an entire meal, making them an 
important component for an 
anti-diabetes diet. Despite their 
caloric density, nut consumption 
is associated with lower body 

weight, potentially due to appetite suppression from 
heart-healthy components. Eating nuts regularly also 
reduces cholesterol and is linked to a 35 percent 
reduction in the risk of heart disease. Top your next 
salad with chopped walnuts or sliced almonds, or 
blend some raw cashews into a creamy salad dressing.

 4. Seeds
The nutritional profile of seeds 

is very similar to nuts in that they 
provide healthy fats, minerals, and 
antioxidants, but seeds have more 
protein and are abundant in trace 
minerals. Flax, chia, and hemp 
seeds are rich in omega-3 fats. 
Flax, chia, and sesame seeds are 
also rich lignans, breast cancer-
fighting phytoestrogens. Sesame 
seeds are rich in calcium and 

vitamin E, and pumpkin seeds are especially rich in zinc. 
For maximum nutritional benefits, nuts and seeds should 
be eaten raw or only lightly toasted. Try adding flax or 
chia seeds to your morning smoothie or oatmeal.

 5. Berries
These antioxidant-rich fruits are very heart-healthy. 

Studies in which participants ate blueberries or straw-
berries daily for several weeks reported improvements 
in blood pressure, signs of oxidative stress, total and LDL 
cholesterol. Berries also have anti-cancer properties and 
are an excellent food for the brain; there is evidence that 
berry consumption could help prevent cognitive decline 
with aging. Stick with the tried and traditional strawberry 
or blueberry, or try something new, like goji berries.

 6. Pomegranate
The pomegranate is a unique 

fruit, containing tiny, crisp, juicy 
arils with a tasty mix of sweet 
and tart flavors. The signature 
phytochemical of pomegranate, 
punicalagin, is the most abundant 
and is responsible for more than 
half of the antioxidant activity of 
pomegranate juice. Pomegranate 
phytochemicals have a variety of 
anti-cancer, cardioprotective, and 

brain-healthy actions. Most notably, a study of patients 
with severe carotid artery blockages who drank one 
ounce of pomegranate juice daily for one year, found 
a 30 percent reduction in atherosclerotic plaque; in 
the control group, atherosclerotic plaque increased by 
9 percent. In another study of older adults, those who 
drank pomegranate juice daily for 28 days performed 
better on a memory task compared to those who drank 
a placebo beverage. Tip: To remove the edible arils 
from the fruit, score it around, a half inch deep on the 
diameter, twist to split it in two, and then pound the back 
with the back of a large spoon.

 7. Beans
Daily consumption of beans 

and other legumes help to 
stabilize blood sugar, reduce your 
appetite, and protect against 
colon cancer. The most nutrient-
dense starch source, beans act as 
an anti-diabetes and weight-loss 
food because they are digested 
slowly, which blunts the rise in 
blood glucose after a meal and 
helps to prevent food cravings by 

promoting satiety. They also contain lots of soluble fiber 
which helps to lower cholesterol, and resistant starch, 

which is converted by intestinal bacteria into short chain 
fatty acids that help to prevent colon cancer. Eating 
beans, peas, or lentils twice a week has been found 
to decrease colon cancer risk by 50 percent. Legume 
consumption also provides significant protection against 
other cancers, too. Red beans, black beans, chickpeas, 
lentils, split peas – they are all good, so sample them all 
and decide on your own favorites.

 8. Mushrooms
Consuming mushrooms 

regularly is associated with a 
decreased risk of breast cancer. 
Because they contain aromatase 
inhibitors (compounds that inhibit 
the production of estrogen), white 
and Portobello mushrooms are 
especially protective against breast 
cancer. Mushrooms have quite 
an array of beneficial properties: 
Studies on different types of 

mushrooms have found anti-inflammatory effects, 
enhanced immune cell activity, prevention of DNA 
damage, slowed cancer cell growth, and angiogenesis 
inhibition. Mushrooms should always be cooked; raw 
mushrooms contain a potentially carcinogenic substance 
called agaritine that is significantly reduced by cooking. 
Include common white mushrooms regularly, and try 
some of the more exotic varieties like shiitake, oyster, 
maitake, or reishi.

 9. Onions and garlic
The Allium family of vegetables, 

of which onions are a member, 
benefit the cardiovascular and 
immune systems as well as having 
anti-diabetic and anti-cancer 
effects. Increased consumption 
of allium vegetables is associated 
with a lower risk of gastric and 
prostate cancers. These vegetables 
are known for their organosulfur 
compounds which help to prevent 

the development of cancers by detoxifying carcinogens, 
halting cancer cell growth, and blocking angiogenesis. 
These compounds are released when they are 
chopped, crushed, or chewed. Onions also contain high 
concentrations of health-promoting flavonoid antioxidants, 
which have anti-inflammatory effects that may contribute 
to cancer prevention. Try leeks, chives, shallots, and 
scallions, in addition to garlic and yellow onions.

 10. Tomatoes
An abundance of health-

promoting nutrients can be found 
in tomatoes – lycopene, vitamins C 
and E, beta-carotene, and flavonol 
antioxidants, to name but a few. 
Lycopene in particular protects 
against prostate cancer, UV skin 
damage and cardiovascular 
disease. About 85 percent of the 
lycopene in American diets is 
derived from tomatoes. Lycopene 

is more absorbable when tomatoes are cooked – one cup 
of tomato sauce has 10 times the lycopene as a cup of raw, 
chopped tomatoes. Also keep in mind that carotenoids, 
like lycopene, are best absorbed when accompanied by 
healthy fats, so enjoy your tomatoes in a salad with nuts or 
a nut-based dressing for extra nutritional punch. Another 
tip: Buy diced and crushed tomatoes in glass jars, not cans, 
to avoid the endocrine disruptor BPA in can liners.

(Source: verywell.com)

How being selfish actually 
helps everyone around you

At the beginning of every flight, you hear the following 
safety instructions: “Please put on your own oxygen 
mask before assisting others.” 

But how many times do we reject such commonsense ad-
vice (by putting other people first when not at 30,000 feet), 
when it comes to our health, success, and general well-be-
ing? It’s absurd to think that putting other people›s needs 
before our own helps anyone in life at all. 

I once heard a life coach on The Oprah Winfrey Show 
echo this sentiment. She was met with a “boo!!!” from the 
audience. But she was misunderstood. And Oprah leaped 
to her defense. The coach wasn’t saying, “Leave your kids 
hungry and unsupervised and go party till 5 a.m.!” She was 
simply saying that a rested, fulfilled, healthy mother has more 
to give to her kids. Cause as the old saying goes, you can’t 
pour from an empty cup.

Here are some ways to do you, so that you can enrich not 
only your own life experience, but impact those around you 
for the better too. 

 1. Take a day, a morning, or an hour for yourself to 
do whatever

Whatever you can squeeze in—at least once a week. Maybe 
you›ll see a movie. Maybe you›ll read a glossy magazine on your 
sofa or in the bath. Maybe you›ll take a matcha latte to the park 
or catch up with an old friend for lunch and enjoy some hearty 
laughs together. Whatever it is, make sure it feels good and that 
you are unreachable (unless the house is on fire). 

 2. Spend some $ on yourself
The other day I bought a pretty pricey pair of jeans on a whim 

and felt oddly guilty about it. I thought why do I feel the need 
to defend my purchase? I make money! As a regular bargain 
hunter who grew up poor and used to hand-me-downs, it’s still 
a new experience for me to splurge full-price on clothes.

But then I asked myself: What about this is making me feel 
bad? Why am I even defensive about making and spending 
money? My irrationality came from a fear of not having enough 
(which is not true) and of not feeling deserving (definitely not 
true). I had to check myself and decide instead to enjoy my new 
jeans and lighten the heck up! Treating yourself to nice things is 
a wonderful sign of self-love. Force it if you have to.  

 3. Make time for something new and fun
What have you always wanted to try but don’t have time to 

do? Don’t overthink this! My husband wants to try a sensory 
deprivation tank. My client Carrie has always wanted to see 
the musical Wicked. I’ve secretly always wanted to try a Pilates 
reformer because apparently Jennifer Aniston does it, though 
I’ve always been too intimidated. But, in fact, I just took an intro 
class (it hurt like hell) and bought a three-pack to keep trying!

So how can you do you somehow? Book a tango class, Italian 
cooking course, or French lesson? Opportunities are everywhere 
when you just open your eyes and look. You’ll thank me later for 
the fun you had! And you might even make a new friend.

 4. Think good thoughts about yourself
Self-talk is everything. Everything. Did I say everything? 

That’s why I love affirmations so much. Every time you see a 
mirror or your reflection, repeat something nice to yourself. 
I say stuff like:

    You’re doing great!
    I love you, Susie.
    Life’s pretty sweet, isn’t it?
    I am strong and smart and confident.
    Good things are always coming my way.

Try this for just one month and notice how it elevates your 
self-esteem.

 (Source: greatist.com)



TEHRAN — The 
Cultural Heritage, 

Tourism, and Handicrafts Organization 
in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs plans to pursue the issue 
of damage the country’s tourism sector 
has suffered after the U.S. introduced 
restrictions on its visa waiver program in 
2015.

The CHTHO has asked travel agencies, 
hotels, and relevant businesses to submit 

until March 11 any information about 
their probable losses, the Mehr news 
agency reported on Wednesday. 

According the U.S. Visa Waiver 
Program, citizens of the 38, mainly 
European, countries in the U.S. who were 
previously able to travel to the United 
States for up to 90 days without a visa, 
must obtain one if they have visited Iran, 
Iraq, Sudan and Syria since March 1, 
2011.

Iran has launched extensive plans 
to bolster its tourism sector. Under the 
2025 Tourism Vision Plan, the country 
is expecting to increase the number of 
tourism arrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 
to 20 million in 2025.

Foreign tourist arrivals in Iran has 
been more than double that of the 
global average since the implementation 
of the nuclear deal, known as JCPOA, the 
CHTHO announced in Oct. 2016.

Flick through almost any travel maga-
zine these days and you’re bound to 
come across an article hailing Iran as 

the next big destination.
Prompting the spike in interest in the 

Islamic Republic is recent geopolitical 
wrangling in the shape of a nuclear deal 
with world powers that has ended some 
longstanding sanctions.

But while the country is trying to 
modernize its tourism industry in the face 
of increasing visitor numbers -- 5.2 million 
came in 2016 and more are expected in 
2017 -- its more traditional offerings still have 
the potential to charm.

None more so than the Abbasi Hotel, an 
opulent if careworn establishment located in 
the ancient city of Esfahan.

It’s a place like no other.
Isfahan has its fair share of historical 

wonders (some which are UNESCO World 
Heritage sites), but in many ways the Abbasi 
has become a tourist attraction in its own 
right.

Built around 300 years ago, under 
the Safavid dynasty reign of Shah Sultan 
Husayn, it was originally used as a pit stop 
for merchants traveling the ancient Silk Road.

The complex provided shelter not only 
for traders but also for the camels and 
horses they used to help transport their 
goods.

The years, decades and centuries 
that followed took their toll on the old 
caravanserai (during the early 1900s it was 
used as a military complex) and it started to 
fall into disrepair.

In the 1950s French archaeologist André 
Godard, working in Iran at the time, took it 
upon himself to fight for its restoration.

Soon after that, the Abbasi became what 
it is today: a 4-star hotel drenched in an 

ancient past.
The Abbasi may not have an abundance 

of modern amenities. There are no state-
of-the-art gym or in-room cappuccino 
machines (although it does have great Wi-
Fi), but that adds to its charm.

In a globalized and franchise-dominated 
world, the Abbasi is unique.

This hotel is all about atmosphere. 
Moreover, it’s uniquely Persian.

“I’d highly encourage anyone traveling 
to Iran to stay here as it’s an experience 
of a lifetime,” says general manager Jamal 
Zandi.

He’s not really exaggerating.
Hallways are lined with authentic 

miniature paintings, the ceiling of the lobby 
is finely detailed and the dining areas 
adorned with beautiful mirror work, glittering 
chandeliers, and exquisite colorful wall motifs 
often associated with romantic notions of 

“the orient.”
An array of emerald greens, jasmine 

blues and deep golds inevitably make 
visitors reach for their cameras as soon as 
they walk in.

The hotel has around 225 rooms, 
including 23 suites, and is divided between 
the hotel’s old wing and new wing.

Built in the 1970s, the rooms in the new 
wing are rather characterless -- it seems 
that the re-creation of the hotel’s original 
look and feel was not a priority at the time 
of construction and the rooms are bland in 
color and nondescript.

Guests who get to stay in the old wing, 
especially the Qajar and Safavid suites, are in 
for a treat. These rooms have been superbly 
restored and are decorated in an elegant 
traditional style without being overloaded.

At about $350 a night, they’re relatively 
pricey.

 An oasis in the city
Abbasi Hotel has six restaurants -- 

including a coffee shop, traditional teahouse 
and breakfast hall.

What really makes the Abbasi particularly 
special is its open-air courtyard.

It’s a large, beautiful, well-maintained 
Persian garden, complete with little fountains, 
brook-lined avenues, bright flower beds and 
quince-laden trees.

People spend their time drinking tea, 
reading a book or just hiding away from the 
hustle and bustle of the city in this oasis.

The courtyard restaurant is famous for 
an Iranian dish called Ash-e Reshteh, a thick 
type of noodle soup filled with all types of 
beans and herbs.

“Many Iranians think a visit to the Abbasi 
for its soup is an essential part of coming to 
Isfahan,” says Arian Aghamardi, a frequent 
guest at the hotel. “Nothing better to warm 
you up on a cold day.”

It was winter when CNN visited, yet the 
garden was still green and beautiful. It can 
only be more spectacular in the spring.

Times are clearly changing in Iran and 
new hotels are appearing on the scene.

While the U.S. still has its sanctions in 
place, a situation unlikely to change under 
new President Donald Trump, hotel groups 
headquartered outside America have 
already started to move in.

The French Accor group became the first 
in 2016. Others are following, including the 
UAE’s Rotana and Spain’s Melia. It’s expected 
that by 2018 Iran will have six different 
international brands.

But anyone visiting Esfahan and staying 
elsewhere would be missing out if they didn’t 
at least stop by the Abbasi and take a look 
around.

It’s guaranteed to be one of the best 
memories of any stay in Iran.

(Source: CNN) 
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Local museum seeks to 
revive ethnic treasures in 
northern Iran 

TEHRAN — A local private anthropology 
museum seeks to revive nomadic traditions 

which are gradually vanishing in Talesh region, northern Iran. 
Located in the greenish Soubatan village, the small muse-

um displays a patchwork of about 200 home, outdoor living 
accessories and tools that date back to 50-150 years ago.

“When I decided to establish this anthropology collec-
tion, I constructed a wooden structure similar to its prede-
cessors in the region,” ISNA quoted Bahman Jalili, the man-
ager, as saying on Friday. 

The museum has gradually evolved since it opened doors 
to the public in 2014 and it is free of charge for visitors. 

“In a will to my family, I have illuminated that the museum 
should not be sold or changed after my death,” he highlighted.

Jalili plans to add native objects that go down deeper 
in time while constructing an anti-earthquake building 
equipped with sophisticated anti-theft systems. 

Soubatan is being turned into a tourist destination with 
about 7,000 travelers visit the village each year.

Archaeological studies show that Talesh is one of the 
oldest inhabitants of the southwestern Caspian Sea. It boasts 
variety of intact natural habitats and scenic views of the 
Alborz mountain range.

Sri Lanka records slight 
decline in tourists in 
February
COLOMBO (Xinhua) — Tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka recorded 
a slight decline in February with 197,517 tourists arriving 
through the month, official statistics showed here Friday.

In January, a record-breaking 219,360 tourists arrived in 
the island, recording a 12.9 percent growth in comparison to 
the same period last year.

Officials from the tourism industry said that the decline is a 
result of the partial closure of the country’s main international 
airport which is renovating its runway from January to April.

Globally in February, India recorded 26,320 foreign 
tourists, the highest number, followed by China with 25,248.

The United Kingdom recorded 20,218 tourists followed by 
Germany which recorded 14,712 and France 13,909.

Tourism Minister John Amaratunga voiced concerns last 
month that the partial closure of the airport may lead to a 
drop in tourist arrivals this year and had urged authorities to 
look into the issue.

In addition to beaches, jungles, mountains and 
green areas, there are multiple and beautiful 
deserts in central parts of Iran. Beautiful Maranjab 

Desert is one of the most popular deserts of Iran that 
attracts many tourists from Iran and other countries 
every year.

This desert that is one of the best places for 
off-roads trips is located in the north of Aran and 
Bidgol city of Isfahan province. It is lead to salt lake 
from the north, Band-e Rig and Desert National 
Park from east, Masileh Desert, Hoz-e sultan and 
Moreh Lakes from west and eventually Aran and 
Bidgol from the south.

Average height of Desert is about 850 meters 
up to sea. The bulk of Desert is covered with sandy 
hills and Sabulous. Its vegetation consists mostly of 
Halophyte plants such as Tamarisk tree, Haloxylon, 
Zygophyllum.

Some of the animals of this areas are wolf, heyena, 
Rüppell’s fox, Sand cat, Monitor lizard, Chameleons, 
types of lizard, Snake, Scorpion, See-see partridge, 
eagle and falcon.

High dunes, endless plains of desert, siah kouh 
(black mountain), beautiful sunrise and sunset, ha-
loxylon jungles, salt lakes and super beautiful sky are 
main attractions of the desert.  You can get to the 
heaven and touch the stars.

 Salt lake 
But salt lake of this area is counted one of 

the best attractions of this desert that with 647 
square meters is located in 35 km far from the 
city.  This lake is like the form of a triangle that 
its head is to north. Its base is about 65 km and 
height is about 60 km. Depth of it is variable from 
5 to 54 meters.

In the rainfall month, depth of lake is about 2cm, 
but after sun radiation, quickly evaporates. 

 Jazireye sargardani
In the north east and middle of the lake, there is a 

low height mountain that is like the island and is sur-
rounded with white crust of salt, that’s name is Jazir-
eye sargardani.  Because of rainfall, only one or two 
moth of year this lake is visible and in the remaining 
days of the year turns to salt marsh

 Caravanserai
There is an ancient historical place in this desert, 

that’s name is Maranjab Caravanserai. History of that 

dated back to 350 years ago and safavid period. This 
Caravanserai with about 3500 Square meters area 
has 29 rooms. Despite the salt lake near of it, it has 
fresh water Qanat and very large pool. This karvasa-
rei was built in Silk Road and connected khorasan, 
Isafahan and ray cities to each other.

To get this desert you should go to Kashan city. 
Go to Aran and bidgol city after kashan. In Imamza-
deh Helal Ali holy shrine you ask people the route 
of desert. 

Best time to visit of this desert is last days of au-

tumn and before and after the early days of spring. 
There are rooms in karvansaraei to rest and there is 
possibility of using tent.

 Some notes
 Don’t go this desert  alone
 Have enough water and foods, compass, GPS 

and detailed maps of area  with yourself
 Use local guides of area 
 Notify others of you way before trip 
 Don’t go out of road 
 Protect the environment like your home.

Maranjab: Combination of Maranjab: Combination of 
desert, nature and historydesert, nature and history
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 A view of Maranjab Desert in central Iran 

Tourists visit the magnificent ruins of Persepolis, 
southern Iran, in an undated photo.  

A view of the centuries-old Abbasi Hotel in Isfahan

 A Western tourist visits the anthropology museum in Soubatan 
village, northern Iran

Security still clouds global 
tourism outlook: UN 
tourism body head
ATHENS (Reuters) — The United States stands to lose 
millions in tourism revenues by travelers who will shun the 
country because of its ban on the nationals of seven Muslim-
majority countries, the head of a United Nations tourism 
body said on Thursday.

Taleb Rifai, a Jordanian who is Secretary-General of the 
United Nations World Tourism Organization, also said the 
ban was partly the result of Americans not being well-
traveled.

“I completely believe our friends across the Atlantic are 
developing this isolation attitude because they are not 
international travelers,” Rifai told Reuters in an interview in 
Athens.

“Sixty three percent of U.S. citizens don’t even have a 
passport so why are we surprised...If you travel your eyes 
open, your mind opens, you become a better person,” he 
said.

Rifai said global tourism was not expected to be affected 
by the ban. Tourists to the U.S. would simply pick another 
destination instead.

However, he said the U.S. had lost 185 million dollars in 
one month since the ban was introduced, and stood to lose 
tens of millions each month if similar policies continued.

“Multiply that by 12 months - we are talking about a quarter 
of a billion (dollars) each month, which is tremendous.”

The losses were not necessarily from the countries directly 
affected. “You don’t want to go to places that you are not 
welcomed, why should you? Options are everywhere.”

Rifai, whose term ends this year, praised Greece for its 
reception of more than 1 million refugees at the peak of the 
migration crisis in 2015.

Greece he said “was correct in receiving them... by correct 
I mean abiding by international law. That’s why you were 
not penalized by tourists,” he said of the country, on its third 
international bailout since 2010.

Greek tourism revenues are seen rising by up to 9 percent 
in 2017. Arrivals have been rising for years, despite the hurdles.

“That tells you something,” Rifai said adding that the 
attitude of receiving refugees while struggling with the debt 
crisis was ‘admirable’.

“I’m here to pay respect to that,” he said.

By: Edalat Abedini

By Amir Daftari

Iran plans to take action against U.S. visa policy

Iran’s Abbasi: The Middle East’s most beautiful hotel



Just about every month, it seems, we get a report on 
the dismal state of Arctic sea ice. By contrast, the shiny 
white stuff surrounding the Antarctic continent has been 
remarkably stable in a warming world. This year, howev-
er, the sea ice at our planet’s south pole is crashing, and 
scientists don’t know why.

It’s late summer in Antarctica, the time when sea ice 
always hits its annual minimum. This year, that minimum 
marks a dramatic new record — the smallest sea ice ex-
tent since continuous satellite coverage began in 1979, 
by a long shot. Sea ice reached an estimated 2.188 mil-
lion square kilometers on March 1st, according to near 
real-time data provided by the National Snow and Ice 
Data Center. The previous record low, of 2.296 million 
square kilometers, was set on February 28th, 1997. The 
difference, of 0.12 million square kilometers, encompass-
es an area larger than the state of Maine.

“It is very unusual,” Cecilia Bitz, a sea ice research-
er at the University of Washington, told Gizmodo. She 
noted that the mystery traces back to September 2016, 
when, toward the end of the southern hemisphere’s win-
ter, Antarctic sea ice growth stalled out unexpectedly. “It 
stalled out during typical growth season, and then it just 

never got back on schedule,” Bitz said. “October losses 
were very high, and then, (by) early November, it was 
setting new records.”

 Sea ice growth

It’s particularly strange behavior in light of the long-
term trend for Antarctica: small but significant sea ice 
growth. In fact, Antarctic sea ice reached a record maxi-
mum in October 2014. But while Antarctic sea ice growth 
has long been a source of fodder for global warming 
skeptics, experts say it speaks more to the complexity 
within the Earth’s climate system, among other factors.

For instance, a study published last year in Remote 
Sensing of Environment postulated that winds controlled 
by Antarctic continental topography, and currents con-
trolled by the depth of the Southern Ocean, help keep 
Antarctic sea ice relatively stable, especially when com-
pared with the Arctic. Another study, published in 2016 
in Nature Geoscience, argued that Antarctic sea ice ex-
pansion between 2000 and 2014 was driven by decadal 
climate variability in the tropical Pacific. Still other factors, 
like the ozone hole over Antarctica, can influence re-
gional winds, heat transport, and sea ice cover, Bitz said.

In short: Antarctic sea ice is really effin’ complicat-

ed. And scientists don’t expect clear-cut answers to 
this year’s icy mystery anytime soon. While it might be 
tempting to cry “climate change” in response to the 
shrinking ice, that’s not necessarily the case. 

“Personally the Antarctic sea ice is so variable from 
year to year, it’s hard to draw any firm conclusions from 
this record low,” Julienne Stroeve, sea ice researcher at 
the National Snow and Ice Data Center, told Gizmodo.

(Source: Gizmodo)

Nearly 30 years ago, scientists developed 
a computer model of the Earth’s climate 
that predicted the level of global warm-
ing – to the ridicule of ‘skeptics’ at a time 
when there still seemed to be a debate 
over the issue.

Now two leading researchers have 
compared the model’s results with what 
actually happened over the last three 
decades and, to their surprise, found they 
were “very similar”.

For example, when it was first made 
the model came up with unexpected 
forecast of little or no warming in the 
Southern Ocean.

To date, this has been borne out by 
the actual measurements, although a 
longer period would be required to con-
firm this trend.

 Northern Hemisphere

The model also showed warming con-
centrated in the Northern hemisphere, 
extending down into the continental 
landmasses of North America, Europe 
and Asia.

Writing in the journal Nature Cli-
mate Change, Dr. Ronald Stouffer, 
head of the climate and ecosystem 
group at Princeton University, and Dr. 
Syukuro Manabe, a senior meteorolo-
gist at the same U.S. college, said they 
had not expected the model to be so 
accurate.

“It is quite surprising that the observed 
and projected pattern of surface temper-
ature change are very similar to each 
other,” they wrote.

“It … suggests that the model likely 
contains the key physical processes that 
control the geographical pattern of glob-
al warming at the earth surface.”

They said the model was unlikely to 
have had the correct distribution of ther-
mal forcing – the factors causing the 
temperature to rise – but this did appear 
to be “critical”.

“Comparing the observed change 
with the model projections, one notes 
that the land areas warm faster than ad-
jacent ocean areas in both the model and 

in the observations,” the scientists said.
The “warming tends to be largest in 

high northern latitudes due mainly to the 
positive albedo feedback of snow and 
sea ice.

“In the model results, warming is a 
minimum in the northern North Atlantic: 
this is not so pronounced in the obser-
vations.

 Convective mixing of heat

“In the model, this minimum is attrib-
utable not only to deep, convective mix-
ing of heat but also to the weakening of 
the Atlantic meridional overturning circu-
lation a pattern of major currents.

“In sharp contrast to most of the high 
northern latitudes, temperature change is 
small in the Southern Ocean in the mod-
el results. The area of small temperature 
change is also seen in the observations.

“If the observed trend of little or no 
warming continues in the Southern 
Ocean, it will confirm this surprising early 
model finding.”

Overall they concluded that the mod-
el had made “reliable projections of the 
warming pattern” and they were “very 
much encouraged” by its level of accu-
racy.

“As the observational record length-
ens, this evaluation should be made 
again, potentially using more climate var-
iables,” they added.

(Source: The Independent)

Artificial human life could soon be grown from scratch 
in the lab, after scientists successfully created a mammal 
embryo using only stem cells.

Cambridge University mixed two kinds of mouse 
stem cells and placed them on a 3D scaffold. After four 
days of growth in a tank of chemicals designed to mimic 
conditions inside the womb, the cells formed the struc-
ture of a living mouse embryo.

The breakthrough has been described as a ‘master-
piece’ in bioengineering, which could eventually allow 
scientists to grow artificial human embryos in the lab 
without the need for a sperm or an egg.

Growing embryos would help researchers to study 
the very early stages of human life so they could un-
derstand why so many pregnancies fail, but is likely to 
prove controversial and raise ethical questions about 
what constitutes human life.

 Experiments on embryos

Currently scientists can carry out experiments on left-
over embryos from IVF treatments, but they are in short 
supply and must be destroyed after 14 days. 

Scientists say that being able to create unlimited 
numbers of artificial embryos in the lab could speed up 
research while potentially removing some of the ethical 
boundaries.

“We think that it will be possible to mimic a lot of the 
developmental events occurring before 14 days using 
human stem cells using a similar approach to our tech-

nique using mouse stem cells,” said Professor Magdale-
na Zernicka-Goetz from the Department of Physiology, 
Development and Neuroscience at Cambridge, who led 
the research.

“We are very optimistic that this will allow us to study 
key events of this critical stage of human development 
without actually having to work on (IVF) embryos. Know-
ing how development normally occurs will allow us to 
understand why it so often goes wrong.”

The embryos were created using genetically engi-
neered stem cells coupled with extra-embryonic troph-
oblast stem cells (TSCs) which form the placenta in a 
normal pregnancy.

Previous attempts to grow embryos using only one 
kind of stem cell proved unsuccessful because the cells 
would not assemble into their correct positions.

But scientists discovered that when they added the 
second ‘placental’ stem cells, they two types began to 
talk to each other, effectively telling each other where 
to go.

(Source: The Telegraph)

On the morning of Feb. 23, 1987, a cou-
ple of dozen subatomic particles known 
as neutrinos zinged through specially 
instrumented underground sensors in Ja-
pan, Ohio and Russia. The particles had 
squirted from the core of a collapsing star 
163,000 light years away in a small galaxy 
known as the Large Magellanic Cloud. 
They were the heralds of doom.

On their heels, a couple of hours lat-
er came a rising blitzkrieg of light, heat, 
X-rays, shock waves, and rings and knots 
of gas and all manner of radiation across 
the electromagnetic spectrum — all the 
panoply of a star devouring itself in one 
of the great cataclysms of nature, a su-
pernova explosion.

 Nearest supernova

SN1987A, as it is known, was the near-
est supernova to be discovered since hu-
mans started using telescopes, and it sent 
astronomers rushing to observatories in 
Chile and Australia where the star was 
dying straight overhead. Since then, it 
has been studied by telescopes in space 
and on every continent, including Ant-
arctica. And the show is still going on, as 
can be seen in new images obtained by 
the Hubble Space Telescope and released 
in honor of the event’s 30th anniversary.

“There’s the shredded star in the 
center, the circumstellar ring that looks 
like a string of pearls,” Robert Kirshner, a 

longtime Harvard professor and currently 
science program director for the Moore 
Foundation, who has studied the super-
nova for 30 years, mused in an email.

At its peak, SN1987A was radiating 
more energy than 100 million suns and 
was visible to the naked eye. Among 
other things, astronomers traced the ex-

plosion to a blue supergiant star that has 
now disappeared. The observations have 
allowed scientists to recreate the steps 
by which it started coming apart tens of 
thousands of years before the final cat-
aclysm.

The data confirmed that most of 
the light from the supernova was 
caused by the decay of radioactive 
cobalt produced as the star shrank 
catastrophically and then rebounded 
even more catastrophically in a ther-
monuclear fury.

 Emission of neutrinos

But another mystery remains. Ac-
cording to theory, the emission of neu-
trinos should have meant that the core 
of the doomed star was collapsing into 
a neutron star, a ball about the size of 
Manhattan but dense as an atomic nu-
cleus, whose magnetic fields spinning 
and sweeping space like a lighthouse 
beam produce the clocklike signals 
known as pulsars. But there is no sign 
that a neutron star has been seen yet.

“We’ve looked, but we don’t see any 
little dot in the center,” Dr. Kirshner said. 
Maybe it is hidden by dust, or maybe 
enough star material fell back onto the 
star to nudge it into collapsing into a 
black hole. The end of the story of this 
star is still unwritten.

(Source: The NYT)

Researchers investigate 
evolution of bipedalism in  
dinosaur ancestors
Paleontologists at the University of Alberta have developed a 
new theory to explain why the ancient ancestors of dinosaurs 
stopped moving about on all fours and rose up on just their 
two hind legs.

Bipedalism in dinosaurs was inherited from ancient and 
much smaller proto-dinosaurs. The trick to this evolution is in 
their tails explains Scott Persons, postdoctoral fellow and lead 
author on the paper.

The “tails of proto-dinosaurs had big, leg-powering mus-
cles,” says Persons. “Having this muscle mass provided the 
strength and power required for early dinosaurs to stand on 
and move with their two back feet. We see a similar effect in 
many modern lizards that rise up and run bipedally.”

Over time, proto-dinosaurs evolved to run faster and for 
longer distances. Adaptations like hind limb elongation al-
lowed ancient dinosaurs to run faster, while smaller forelimbs 
helped to reduce body weight and improve balance. Even-
tually, some proto-dinosaurs gave up quadrupedal walking 
altogether.

The research, conducted by Persons and Phil Currie, re-
nowned paleontologist and Canada Research Chair, also de-
bunks theories that early proto-dinosaurs stood on two legs 
for the sole purpose of free their hands for use in catching 
prey.

(Source: EurekAlert)

What are megaslumps, and 
how do they threaten our 
planet?
So-called ‘gateways to the underworld’ opening up across 
the Arctic are an ominous consequence of global warming.

Massive “slumps”are forming like a pox across the North-
ern Hemisphere — deep craters that appear like gateways to 
the underworld — and they could represent an ominous sign 
of what’s to come, reports The Independent. 

The largest of these so-called megaslumps is Batagaika 
crater in Siberia. The unusual chasm appears almost as if the 
land is turning itself inside out. Even more frightening, it’s 
widening by up to 20 meters a year, slowly encroaching upon 
the landscape like a living thing. The most recent size esti-
mates, published in February, indicate the crater is 0.6 miles 
long and 282 feet deep. 

The cause of these eerie sinkholes is melting permafrost 
— the frozen soil and rock that makes up the bulk of the Arc-
tic landscape. As our planet continues to warm, the perma-
frost thaws and the Earth loosens and slumps. This process 
not only disfigures the terrain, but it also releases danger-
ous greenhouse gases into the air that had otherwise been 
trapped by the frozen ground’s grip. 

“As the climate warms – I think there’s no shadow of a 
doubt it will warm – we will get increasing thaw of the per-
mafrost and... there will be more slumps and more gullying, 
more erosion of the land surface,” explained Professor Julian 
Murton, a geologist at the University of Sussex who has re-
cently visited Batagaika crater to study its features. 

The release of greenhouse gases — most notably, meth-
ane — from melting permafrost is what is known as a climate 
feedback loop. As the planet warms, more permafrost melts 
and more greenhouse gases get released into the atmos-
phere, which leads to more warming and even more thawing, 
and so on. Once a process like this gets triggered, it becomes 
very difficult to stop. This is one reason that researchers warn 
that megaslumps like the Batagaika crater represent major 
threats to our planet’s climate. They’re an omen, a symptom, 
of a larger underlying disease. 

Local people won’t approach the cliffs that mark the edges 
of Batagaika crater, for fear that the hole will suddenly expand 
and suck them in. (They also report hearing ominous noises.) 
Their fears aren’t entirely unwarranted. The cliffs are treach-
erous, and they are expanding. But even more treacherous 
is the landscape at the bottom of the crater, which Professor 
Murton compares to the Badlands of the southwest United 
States, full of ravines and gullies. 

The land has so rapidly opened up that the decaying re-
mains of long-dead mammoths, musk ox and horses can 
sometimes be seen. Ancient tree stumps protrude from the 
ground. It’s understandable why some people have likened 
these fissures to gateways to the underworld. 

“At the bottom of the slump is rock … I haven’t seen any 
gateway to hell,” said Murton, as if he had to visit the site 
firsthand before knowing for sure. 

“This thing is growing remarkably quickly,” he added. “If 
you’ve got roads or paths nearby, they could easily get con-
sumed as this thing grows… so it poses a hazard to the locals.” 

(Source: mnn.com)

Gene therapy relieves sickle 
cell in world first: study
Scientists have used gene therapy to relieve the symptoms of 
a teenager suffering from sickle cell disease (SCD) in a world-
first breakthrough, they reported on Thursday.

SCD is an inherited disease caused by a gene mutation 
that results in red blood cells losing their usual donut-like ap-
pearance and taking on a sickle or crescent moon shape.

Sufferers -- around five million worldwide -- often have 
anemia and get tired easily, run a higher risk of infections and 
stroke, and experience bouts of severe body pain.

Many need chronic blood transfusions.
But a team from the AP-HP university hospital group in 

Paris, the Imagine Institute of Genetic Diseases and gene 
therapy company bluebird bio said they managed to get a 
teenager off transfusions.

The boy was the first person to be treated, in Paris in Oc-
tober 2014, for sickle cell disease in a clinical trial with gene 
therapy. Others have been tested since, but no official results 
published.

(Source: AFP)
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Antarctic sea ice crashed this year and scientists don’t know why

Climate change computer model vindicated 30 years later by what has actually happened

Artificial human life could soon be grown in lab after embryo breakthrough

At its peak, supernova SN1987A was radiating 

more energy than 100 million suns and was 

visible to the naked eye. Among other things, 

astronomers traced the explosion to a blue 

supergiant star that has now disappeared.

First seen 30 years ago, 
a supernova refuses to be ignored



Sorena Sattari (L) and 
Jorg Leichtfried
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Chinese official calls for easing of internet censorship
China’s sprawling internet censorship regime is harming 
the country’s economic and scientific progress, a senior 
official has said in a rare public rebuke of longstanding 
Communist party policy.

Internet restrictions had also cooled enthusiasm 
among overseas investors and should be relaxed for 
politically innocuous content, said Luo Fuhe, vice-
chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, the top advisory body to China’s rubber-
stamp parliament.

It is a rare criticism of the country’s censorship 
policies, which have become more severe since Xi 
Jinping assumed power in 2012.

China operates one of the world’s most sophisticated 
and far-reaching internet censorship systems. Known 
as the Great Firewall, it completely blocks many foreign 
websites including Google, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram 
and YouTube.

China was “the worst abuser of internet freedom” in 
2016, ranking lower than Syria and Iran, according to a 
report by Freedom House. Aside from banned websites, 
censors frequently delete comments deemed politically 
sensitive from social media, and posts have led to jail 
time in some cases.

“From within China, attempting to visit to the United 

Nations Food and Agriculture Organization or a lot 
of foreign university website is very slow,” Luo said. 
“Opening each page takes at least 10-20 seconds and 
some foreign university sites need more than half an 
hour to open.”

Slow internet speeds and the increasing number 
of banned sites would have a significant impact on 
China’s economic and social development and scientific 
research, Luo said.

“Some researches rely on software to climb over the 
firewall to complete their own research tasks. This is not 
normal,” Luo added.

Luo, a former scientific development official, said he 
hoped to work with others to introduce legislation lifting 
the ban on websites that are not politically sensitive and 
are necessary for scientific purposes.

His chances would appear to be slim. Censorship 
has increased in recent years with China’s leadership 
advocating for what it calls “internet sovereignty”, a 
doctrine that encourages nations to aggressively police 
what is allowed to enter each country over the internet.

China will open the annual session of parliament, the 
National People’s Congress, on 5 March.

(Source: The Guardian) 

???

Variety is the spice 
of life

 Explanation: you should try many 
different kinds of experiences, because 
trying different things keeps life interesting

 For example: I know we usually spend 
our summer vacation camping out, but I 
think we should try something different this 
year. Variety is the spice of life.

Chase somebody/
something down
 

 Meaning: to find something or someone 
that you have been looking for

 For example: We had to chase down 
everyone we’d sold a bike to.

Be that as it may 
 Explanation: this expression means that 

what the speaker says may be true but it 
will not change the situation

 For example: OK. Fewer people may 
come because of the bad weather, but be 
that as it may, it’s too late to cancel the 
show.
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Iran, Sweden discuss joint 
brain mapping projects 
Iran and Sweden discussed possible cooperation on brain 
mapping projects during a meeting which was held at 
University of Tehran.
Swedish Minister for Health Care, Public Health and Sport 
Gabriel Wikstrom at the head of a delegation met with the 
university’s brain mapping lab director Mohammad-Reza 
Aye to negotiate possible future combined efforts on brain 
mapping projects, IRNA news agency reported on Tuesday.

زمينه هاى همكارى مشترك ايران و سوئد در زمينه 
نقشه بردارى از مغز بررسى شد

ايــران و ســوئد امــكان همــكارى مشــترك در زمينــه نقشــه بــردارى از مغــز را 
طــى نشســتى در دانشــگاه تهــران بررســى كردنــد.

بــه گــزارش روز ســه شــنبه خبرگــزارى ايرنــا گابريــل ويكســتورم وزيــر ســلامت، 
بهداشــت عمومــى و ورزش ســوئد كــه در راس هياتــى بــه ايــران ســفر كــرده بود 
بــا محمدرضــا آى رئيــس آزمايشــگاه ملــى نقشــه بــردارى ازمغــز پرديــس فنــى 
دانشــگاه تهــران ديــدار و زمينــه هــاى همــكارى مشــترك در پــروژه هــاى نقشــه 

بــردارى از مغــز را بررســى كردنــد. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATIONLEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

What Do I Wear? 
A: Honey come on! We are going to be late! Honestly, you 
take longer getting ready than I do!
B: I was drying my hair and ironing my shirt! Can you come 
here for a sec? I need your help.
A: What is it? Why are all these clothes on the bed?
B: I don’t know what to wear! Ok, give me your opinion. Do you 
like the way this looks? The striped short sleeved shirt with this 
checkered sweater and my lucky sandals. I like the cut and 
hemlineof these shorts so I think I’ll wear these as well.
A: Are you joking? What am I going to do with you? We are 
going to a dinner party not the beach! Wear the shirt with 
the silk tie I bought you and these corduroy pants. It’s chilly 
outside so you can wear this coat.
B: Thanks honey! You have such great fashion sense. Now, 
what am I going to do with my hair?

 Key vocabulary
striped: having stripes or bands of color
checkered: a pattern with alternating squares
sandal:  a type of footwear with open toes
cut: the shape and style of a piece of clothing
hemline: the line formed by the lower edge of clothing
dinner party: an event where you eat at a friend’s house
corduroy: a ribbed cotton clothing material
chilly: hilly weather or places are cold enough to make you 
feel uncomfortable
fashion sense: an idea for what clothing looks good

 Supplementary vocabulary
sneakers: casual tennis shoes
polka dot: a fabric pattern with many circles
denim: a type of fabric used to make jeans
out of fashion: used to describe something that is no longer popular
tailor: a person who makes clothes, adjusts the fit

(Source: irlanguage.com) 
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Iran, Austria uplift 
technological co-op

TEHRAN — Iranian and Austrian knowl-
edge-based companies inked three doc-

uments on promoting technological cooperation, IRNA re-
ported on Thursday. 

In a joint business forum held in Austria with the Iranian 
vice president for science and technology Sorena Sattari in 

attendance, the two coun-
tries discussed ways to give a 
boost to cooperation in the 
technology sector.

During the event, Sattari 
underscored the importance 
of fostering technological 
cooperation between the 
two countries as a means 
to expand exports and aca-
demic exchange.

Sattari also met with Aus-
trian Minister for Transport, 
Innovation Jorg Leichtfried 
during his stay in Vienna.

The Austrian minister 
welcomed bilateral and 
technological cooperation 

between Iran and Austria and lauded the improvements Iran 
has made in various technological fields.He further stated that 
the two countries should develop cooperation on developing 
transport infrastructure. 

65-year-old woman 
survives avalanche 

TEHRAN — A 65-year-old woman who 
was trapped by an avalanche in Rudbar-e 

Qasran district, north of Tehran, escaped certain death.
The woman who was trapped under avalanche on Thurs-

day afternoon was found with the help of mountain rescue 
services who soon attended the scene.

Soon afterward she was transferred to the hospital and 
received proper care. 

TEHRAN — People in 
the city of Tehran have 

been invited to plant some three million 
trees within the framework of a campaign 
run by an NGO on the platform of the 
social media. 

The campaign called “ye alameh 
derakht” literary meaning “a lot of trees” 
is encouraging people to participate in a 
scheme to plant the trees at 354 parks of 
the capital.

The move will be taken in association 
with Tehran Municipality and concurrent 
with Natural Resources Week falling on 
March 5-12 with its first day dedicated to 
tree planting, IRNA reported. 

“This is the second year that the 
scheme is running; last year some five 
million trees were planted in Tehran in 
two months,” Matin Sharifi, the executive 
director of the scheme, said.

“Now that everyone is caught up 
with social media we decided to draw 

their interest to tree planting using social 
media such as Telegram an Instagram,” 

Sharifi explained.
He went on to say that “we are 

planning on planting trees in 354 parks 
in 354 various neighborhoods in Tehran 
since Saturday.”

Starting on February 23 so far some 
40,000 have joined the campaign; he 
said, those who have taken part in the 
campaign will be given 10 saplings to 
plant as each 10 trees produce the same 
amount of oxygen a human being needs 
over a year.

He further pointed out that participants 
can also enter a “tree planting league” 
which is scheduled to be held on Saturday 
in Velayat Park; “citizens can from groups 
with at least 10 members and plant trees 
in an hour and a judge would decide a 
winner according to the standards of tree 
planting.”

Those who are interested to take on 
the campaign can send a message to a 
telegram bot @tehranderakhtbot or call 
02177680091 extension 138 until March 
10, Sharifi added.

Campaign calls on Tehraners 
to plant 3 million trees 

Seventy years ago, on the day Wenceslaus and Denicia 
Billiot got married, their wedding party danced along a 
road that ran from one end of Isle de Jean Charles to 
the other.

Today, that road is nearly gone. Isle de Jean Charles, 
located 80 miles from New Orleans, has been sinking 
slowly. Since 1955, it has lost 98% of its land mass to rising 
sea levels, devastating hurricanes, and the construction 
of oil and gas canals along the marsh.

The latest research shows that, if the current rate of 
global warming continues, sea levels have the potential 
to rise more than three feet by the end of this century.

That would certainly mean the end of Isle de Jean 
Charles. Today, only half a square mile of land remains 
above water.

Recognizing the danger, the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development awarded $48 
million to the state of Louisiana in 2016 to relocate the 
community to higher ground, off the island -- making 
the residents of Isle de Jean Charles the country’s first-
ever climate refugees.

The island’s residents have had mixed reactions to 

the grant. Most of them are members of the Biloxi-
Chitimacha-Choctaw Native American tribes or United 
Houma Nation, which can trace their settlement on the 
island back to the Indian Removal Act of 1830. Many 
have lived on the island their whole lives.

In the 1950s, there were around 80 families living 
in Isle de Jean Charles. Now, there are only 30 left. 
The 30 families are still on the island, waiting out the 
long process of resettling the entire community. The 
deadline for spending the federal funds is set for 

September 2022, and the state is hoping to resettle 
the community by then.

The Billiots, the oldest living residents of the island, 
have lived there their whole lives. Wenceslaus Billiot 
remembers a time when the island stretched out for 
miles, as far as the eye can see.

“Now?” He says. “We look back and forth, nothing 
but water.”

He and his wife are torn about the idea of relocation. 
They’ve had four generations of children and great-great 
grandchildren since their wedding day in 1947.

“We were born and raised over here. So that’s why 
we’re gonna stay over here as long as we can,” Billiot 
says.

But there are dangers to living on an island cut off 
from the rest of the world. Last year, the 90-year-old 
Billiot fell and hit his head, and the nearest hospital was 
more than half an hour away.

Billiot has no intention of leaving this world early. He 
is 90 years old and plans to live until 105.

He may outlive the island.
(Source: CNN)

Climate change threatens to wash away couple’s history
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National Iranian
Drilling Company

Brief discription of subject:
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby 
intends to purchase its requirements from qualified and interested tenderers through two-stage public 
tender ( semi-pressed) upon following terms and conditions:

A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:
The evaluation is based on  article (J) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out 
base on worksheets qualitative evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of 
quality is 60.
B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:
In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to SIBA account number    
2174652205004 of NIDC in Bank Meli Iran and providing the  original deposit receipt.
Reciving of documents:
Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum one week      
after the date of second publication in person at the following address: Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign 
Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN 
Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign 
procurment department in due date will be known as tenderer from tender committee. 
C) Delivery of call quality evaluating:
Tenderers shall submit the completed documents including qualificaion worksheets in form of software in 
CD and documentary within 14 days from last day of document recived deadline to the following address: 
Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, 
Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN. 
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee: 
A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central     
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company. 

Duration of credit guarantee:
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.
More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR

Foreign Procurement Dept
National Iranian Drilling Company
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EU states mull ‘unified 
stance’ against Israeli 
settlement construction
The European Union (EU) member states seek to discuss 
whether to go ahead with routine talks with the Israeli regime 
before the bloc has adopted a “unified and clear” stance 
against Tel Aviv’s defiant settlement construction on occupied 
Palestinian territories.

The EU, like much of the rest of the world, considers Israeli 
settlements a violation of international law and an imped-
iment to peace with the Palestinians, whose land has been 
occupied by the Israelis.

European diplomats anonymously told The Associated 
Press that the foreign ministers of the EU member states 
were now to discuss a unanimous stance against the unlawful 
constructions before holding a next round of routine talks 
with Tel Aviv.

Such internal deliberation has effectively put a schedule 
for future talks with Israel in uncertainty.

One diplomat said future talks could not be “busi-
ness as usual. Things have to be said very clearly to the 
Israelis.”

“We want to have a unified and clear European Un-
ion position that takes into account developments on 
the ground,” the diplomat said. “Once we have a clear 
position, then we can look at a date” for future talks 
with Israel.

Israel has been setting up settlements across the West 
Bank and East al-Quds (Jerusalem) since occupying the Pal-
estinian territories in 1967. The structures have been widely 
condemned as an insidious push toward facilitating the an-
nexation of the lands.

The Israeli parliament on February 6 rubber-stamped 
the so-called “Legalization Bill,” which retroactively legalized 
structures built on Palestinian land. The move came barely 
two months after the United Nations Security Council unani-
mously approved a resolution declaring that settlement con-
struction “constitutes a flagrant violation under international 
law.”

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres blast-
ed the ratification of the bill, emphasizing that it would “have 
far-reaching legal consequences for Israel.” A chorus of out-
cry also followed from elsewhere, including from the German 
government.

(Source: agencies)

France seeks to 
make most of ties 
with Iran: fin. min.

 1  During the meeting, Zarif said Iran-France bilateral 
trade stood at €1.7 billion during January-November 2016, an 
increase of three-folded compared to the same period in 2015. 

In February, French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault 
said in a meeting with President Hassan Rouhani that a “new 
chapter” has opened in ties with Iran.

Syrian govt. says agenda 
agreed, seeks united 
opposition at next 
Geneva talks
Russia: U.S., France, Britain 
sought to ‘poison’ Syria talks

 1  “The train is ready, is in the station, is warming up its 
engine, everything is ready and it just needs an accelerator,” de 
Mistura told reporters on Friday night. “And the accelerator is in 
the hands of those who were attending this round.”

 U.S., France, Britain sought to ‘poison’ Syria talks

Meanwhile, Russia has accused Britain, France, and the 
United States of having attempted to “poison” the atmos-
phere of the latest round of the intra-Syrian negotiations.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said the three 
countries, which together recently drafted and put to a vote 
an anti-Syria resolution at the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, sought to undermine the peace talks by “hurriedly” sub-
mitting the draft text at the 15-member Council.

Lavrov said the measure was taken without any prior dis-
cussions and with the knowledge that it would be blocked.

Russia and China, two of the five permanent members of 
the Council, vetoed the resolution on February 28, when it 
was put to a vote.

Lavrov said the authors of the motion “wanted the Secu-
rity Council to split up” at a critical moment when the long-
stalled, UN-backed peace talks were being re-launched.

The latest round of the UN-mediated intra-Syrian talks 
was held in the Swiss city of Geneva between February 23 
and March 3. The talks, meant to find a solution to the conflict 
in Syria, had been stalled for a year.

“The aim was not just divide the UN Security Council but 
to poison the atmosphere of intra-Syrian talks,” the top Rus-
sian diplomat emphasized.

The draft resolution would have blacklisted 11 Syrians, 
mainly military commanders, and 10 entities allegedly linked 
to at least three attacks involving chlorine gas in 2014 and 
2015. It would also have banned the supply of helicopters to 
Damascus.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Lavrov said any suspicion about 
the use of chemicals in Syria should be probed “thoroughly 
and impartially,” expressing Moscow’s readiness to cooperate 
with the Organization of the Prohibition of Chemical Weap-
ons (OPCW) in that regard.

The Syrian government has denied using banned weap-
ons in the conflict. In fact, under a deal brokered by Russia 
and the U.S. back in late 2013, Damascus turned its arsenal of 
chemical weapons over to international experts, who shipped 
them out of Syria.

(Source: agencies) 

Trump administration considering separating 
women, children at Mexico border

Late in January, the U.S. military carried 

out the first known ground raid in Yemen 

in two years, which was followed by an 

unprecedented series of airstrikes this week.

Local sources told 

Arabic-language al-

Masirah television 

network that four 

people lost their 

lives and ten others 

sustained injuries, 

when Saudi regime 

fighter jets carried 

out two airstrikes 

against a residential 

area in the Jabal al-

Marhab mountainous 

region of Yemen’s 

northwestern 

province of Amran on 

Saturday afternoon.

The United States Pentagon has quietly 
ordered fresh deployments of Special 
Operations troops to the Middle East and 
North Africa as the U.S. intensifies its mili-
tary engagement in Yemen, according to 
a report.

The moves signal that the U.S. mil-
itary appears to be launching a more 
aggressive campaign against al-Qaeda 
in Yemen, as well as the Islamic State in 
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) in Syria 
and some regions of North Africa, ABC 
News reported, citing former and current 
military officials.

Late in January, the U.S. military car-
ried out the first known ground raid in 
Yemen in two years, which was followed 
by an unprecedented series of airstrikes 
this week.

That January 29 raid in al-Bayda prov-
ince did not go smoothly. One Navy 
SEAL was killed and, according to local 
residents, as many as 25 civilians lost their 
lives. A military aircraft worth $75 million 
was also destroyed after it crash-landed 
at the operation site.

A veteran of 20 years of secret mili-
tary operations said the administration of 
President Donald Trump has broadened 
the authority for more such operations 
overseas.

“Authorities have changed in special 
operations’ favor with the new adminis-
tration,” he told ABC News. “We’re doing 
work on the bad guys.”

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP) has grown in weapons and num-
ber since the start of the Saudi military 
campaign in Yemen, which was launched 

in March 2015 to bring back resigned 
President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi to 
power and undermine the Ansarullah 
(Houthi) movement.

The terrorist outfit has taken advan-
tage of the chaos and breakdown of se-
curity to tighten its grip on the southern 
and southeastern parts of the crisis-hit 
country.

“The increased counterterrorism op-
erations are compensating for the ab-
sence of a Yemeni counterterrorism ca-
pability and highly restricted operations 
under the Obama administration,” retired 
Army Special Forces Col. Mark Mitchell 
told the network.

The U.S. will continue with unan-
nounced deployments of American com-
mando units from the Army’s Delta Force 
and Navy SEAL teams, officials said.

However, the new administration will 
be under close scrutiny as last month’s 
raid has become increasingly politicized 
in Washington.

White the White House hailed the 
Yemen operation as a success, Demo-
crats and other critics question whether 
any intelligence gathered was worth the 
high cost of SEAL Ryan Owens’ life and 
children killed in crossfire.

Trump has tried to distance himself 
from the botched raid by emphasizing 
that the operation had been in the works 
long before he took office. The president 
has also refused to take responsibility for 
Owens’ death, blaming it on his generals.

During his address to a joint session 
of Congress on Tuesday, Trump insisted 
that the ground raid yielded valuable in-

telligence that would “lead to many more 
victories in the future.”

Some U.S. officials have disputed that 
claim, saying the raid gathered little, if 
any, workable intelligence.

 Fresh Saudi air raids leave four 

civilians dead in N.W. Yemen

Elsewhere, at least four Yemeni civil-
ians have been killed and nearly a dozen 
others wounded in a fresh wave of Saudi 
regime aerial attacks against its impover-
ished and conflict-plagued neighbor.

Local sources told Arabic-language 
al-Masirah television network that four 
people lost their lives and ten others sus-
tained injuries, when Saudi regime fight-
er jets carried out two airstrikes against 
a residential area in the Jabal al-Marhab 
mountainous region of Yemen’s north-
western province of Amran on Saturday 
afternoon.

Earlier in the day, Saudi regime war-
planes launched six air raids against Har-
ad and Midi districts in the northwestern 
province of Hajjah, located approximate-
ly 130 kilometers northwest of the capital 
Sana’a. There were no immediate reports 
of casualties available though.

Three separate Saudi regime airstrikes 
were also carried out against al-Aqabah 
Asfal Maran area in the Haydan district 
of Yemen’s northwestern mountainous 
region of Sa’ada.

Meanwhile, Yemeni army forces and 
fighters from allied Popular Committees 
have responded to Riyadh’s air raids, fir-
ing a barrage of artillery shells at Jahfan 
military camp in Saudi Arabia’s south-
western border region of Jizan.

 Nearly two dozen Saudi merce-

naries killed in Ta’izz

Separately, at least 20 Saudi-backed 
militiamen loyal to resigned Yemeni pres-
ident Hadi were killed on Saturday after 
Yemeni soldiers and their allies mounted 
an offensive in the al-Omari region of 
Dhubab district, which lies in the south-
western Yemeni province of Ta’izz. 

The United Nations humanitarian co-
ordinator for Yemen, Jamie McGoldrick, 
says the House of Saud regime military 
campaign has claimed the lives of 10,000 
Yemenis and left 40,000 others wounded.

McGoldrick told reporters in Sana’a 
earlier this year that the figure was based 
on casualty counts given by health facili-
ties and that the actual number might be 
higher.

On February 23, Yemen’s Legal Center 
for Rights and Development, an inde-
pendent monitoring group, put the civil-
ian death toll in the war-torn country at 
12,041.

The fatalities, it said, comprise 2,568 
children and 1,870 women.

(Source: Press TV) 

Women and children crossing together 
illegally into the United States could be 
separated by the U.S. authorities under 
a proposal being considered by the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS), 
according to three government officials.

Part of the reason for the proposal is 
to deter mothers from migrating to the 
United States with their children, said the 
officials, who have been briefed on the 
proposal.

The policy shift would allow the gov-
ernment to keep parents in custody while 
they contest deportation or wait for asy-
lum hearings. Children would be put into 
protective custody with the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS), in 
the “least restrictive setting” until they can 
be taken into the care of a U.S. relative or 
state-sponsored guardian.

Currently, families contesting depor-
tation or applying for asylum are gener-
ally released from detention quickly and 
allowed to remain in the United States 
until their cases are resolved. A federal 
appeals court ruling bars prolonged child 
detention.

President Donald Trump has called for 
ending “catch and release,” in which mi-
grants who cross illegally are freed to live 
in the United States while awaiting legal 
proceedings.

Two of the officials were briefed on the 
proposal at a Feb. 2 town hall for asylum 
officers by U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services asylum chief John Lafferty. 

A third DHS official said the depart-
ment is actively considering separating 
women from their children but has not 
made a decision.

HHS and the White House did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

In a statement to Reuters, DHS said: 
“The journey north is a dangerous one 
with too many situations where children 
- brought by parents, relatives or smug-
glers - are often exploited, abused or 
may even lose their lives.”

“With safety in mind, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security continually 
explores options that may discourage 
those from even beginning the journey,” 
the statement said.

U.S. Representative Henry Cuellar, a 
Texas Democrat whose district includes 
about 200 miles (320 km) of the bor-
der with Mexico, slammed the proposal. 
“Bottom line: separating mothers and 
children is wrong,” he said in a statement.

“That type of thing is where we depart 
from border security and get into violat-

ing human rights,” he said.
About 54,000 children and their 

guardians were apprehended between 
Oct. 1, 2016, and Jan. 31, 2017, more than 
double the number caught over the 
same time period a year earlier. 

Republicans in Congress have argued 
women are willing to risk the dangerous 
journey with their children because they 
are assured they will be quickly released 
from detention and given court dates set 
years into the future.

Immigrant rights advocates have ar-
gued that Central America’s violent and 
impoverished conditions force mothers 
to immigrate to the United States and 
that they should be given asylum status. 

 Legal considerations

Implementing the new policy propos-

al “could create lifelong psychological 
trauma,” said Marielena Hincapie, execu-
tive director at the National Immigration 
Law Center. “Especially for children that 
have just completed a perilous journey 
from Central America.”

Hincapie said the U.S. government is 
likely to face legal challenges based on 
immigration and family law if they decide 
to implement the policy.

The policy would allow DHS to detain 
parents while complying with a 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals order from July 
2016 that immigrant children should be 
released from detention as quickly as 
possible. That order said their parents 
were not required to be freed.

To comply with that order, the Oba-
ma administration implemented a policy 
of holding women and children at family 
detention centers for no more than 21 
days before releasing them.

Holding mothers in prolonged de-
tention could also strain government re-
sources, said Randy Capps of the Migra-
tion Policy Institute, a Washington-based 
non-profit.

“You are talking about a pretty rap-
id increase in the detention population 
if you are going to do this,” Capps said. 
“The question is really how much deten-
tion can they afford.”

Department of Homeland Security 
Secretary John Kelly last week ordered 
immigration agents to deport or crimi-
nally prosecute parents who facilitate the 
illegal smuggling of their children.

Many parents who arrive on the 
U.S.-Mexico border with their children 
have paid smugglers to guide them 
across the dangerous terrain.

(Source: Reuters)

An apparent threat by far-right leader Marine le Pen to 
punish state employees who “persecute” political oppo-
nents may have eroded her support, according to a poll 
which found her first-round lead in France’s presidential 
election slipping.

The poll of voting intentions by research firm BVA 
found Le Pen garnering 26 percent of the votes in April’s 
first round, down 1.5 percent from the last BVA poll on 
Feb. 23.

It found independent centrist Emmanuel Macron 
gaining momentum, rising three points to 24 percent. 

Conservative rival Francois Fillon remained at 19 
percent and would therefore be eliminated from a 
second-round runoff to be held in May, in which Ma-
cron was seen defeating Le Pen by 62 percent to her 
38.

Another poll, by Odoxa, on Friday showed Macron 
finishing ahead of Le Pen in the opening round. 

BVA said Le Pen had likely lost support because of 
comments at a rally in Nantes last week in which she 

appeared to threaten to punish government employees 
who would “persecute” political opponents.

“I want to tell public sector workers who are asked by 
a desperate political staff to use the powers of the state 
to keep tabs on opponents, to organize persecution, 

low blows and state cabals against them, to keep out of 
participating in such excesses,” she said.

“In a few weeks, this government will have been 
swept away by the election. But these civil servants will 
have to take responsibility for these illegal methods, be-
cause they are illegal and are putting their own respon-
sibility at stake,” she added.

Le Pen refused to attend a summons for question-
ing by police last month over allegations that she made 
illegal EU payments to her staff and her lawyer said on 
Friday she had also refused to attend a summons by 
judges over the allegations. 

Some of her aides have been put under formal inves-
tigation over the affair.

The BVA poll was carried out between Feb. 28 and 
March 2, only partly after Fillon’s announcement that he 
could be placed under formal investigation over allega-
tions he paid his wife hundreds of thousands of euros of 
public money to do very little work. 

(Source: Reuters)

U.S. steps up commando deployments to Yemen: report

France’s Le Pen loses ground in poll after state employee comments
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@davidbeckham So on this day 18 
years ago this little man came into 
our lives

@manchesterunited Our Player of the 
Month for February is... 
@iamzlatanibrahimovic! 

@juventus @miralem_pjanic on 
@ghiguain20_9: “He is unstoppable and 
so clinical in front of goal.”

The appointment of Freddie Ljungberg as 
Wolfsburg’s new assistant has underlined a 
growing tendency in the Bundesliga: giving 
young coaches a chance to test themselves 
on the big stage. 

Click here to refresh your Official Fantasy 
Bundesliga team ahead of Matchday 23!

Much has been made this season of the 
Bundesliga’s focus on developing young 
players, with blossoming talents like Timo 
Werner and Ousmane Dembele lighting up 
Germany’s top flight on a weekly basis. Yet it 
is not only on the pitch that youngsters are 
being given an opportunity to shine.

Dugouts are becoming increasingly 
populated with hungry young coaches 
who are determined to show they have 
what it takes to succeed in one of the most 
competitive leagues in world football.

Ljungberg is simply the latest man to enter 
the fray. The 39-year-old Swede – a two-time 
English Premier League winner with Arsenal 
– is preparing to step things up in a big way, 
trading his role as an U15s coach with the 
Gunners for the No. 2 job alongside Andries 
Jonker at the Volkswagen Arena.   

Former Sweden manager Lars Lagerback 
coached Ljungberg for much of his 
international career. The 68-year-old, now 
in charge of Norway, believes the former 
winger has a bright future in management.

“He has very good football instincts and 
a good understanding of the game, which 
is fundamental,” Lagerback told Swedish 
website Fotbollskanalen. “He’s had a taste 
of coaching at Arsenal, and it’s great for him 
to start by going directly to a top club as an 
assistant. I really think he has the potential 
to become a good coach.” 

Jonker should serve as an interesting 
role model for Ljungberg. Now 54, 
the Dutchman got his first taste of the 
Bundesliga in 2009, as an assistant to 
compatriot Louis van Gaal at Bayern 
Munich. He spent three years at the Allianz 
Arena – briefly taking over as caretaker 
manager – before becoming Felix Magath’s 
chief assistant at Wolfsburg in 2012. Nearly 
five years later, he has returned to take over 

the top job – and Ljungberg may be hoping 
to follow a similar path. 

A look at the current crop of Bundesliga 
managers (see below) is ample evidence 
that age – and by extension, experience – 
is by no means the most important factor 
when it comes to selecting a manager. Half 
of the league’s 18 coaches are aged 45 or 
below, and six of them are enjoying their 
first stint in charge of a top-flight club.

Hoffenheim’s Julian Nagelsmann is 
the obvious statistical anomaly. At 29, he 
is younger than many active players, but 
that hasn’t stopped him taking his side 
from the relegation battle to fourth place 
in just over a year. After going through 
the entire Hinrunde unbeaten, Hoffenheim 
look well-placed to secure a historic first 
qualification for Europe this season. The 
club management must be delighted that 
their shock decision to promote 28-year-
old Nagelsmann to head coach in February 
2016 has yielded such spectacular results.  

Other clubs have shown similar willingness 
to put their faith in relatively inexperienced 
managers. Consider Thomas Tuchel, who had 
spent a year as Mainz’s youth team coach 
when he was given the top job in 2009, just 
before his 36th birthday.

Though he had spent many years 
coaching behind the scenes at Augsburg, 
Tuchel still had to prove himself in the hot 
seat, and he did so with aplomb. In 2010/11, 
his 05ers kicked off the season with seven 
straight wins, and eventually finished in a 
club-record fifth place, earning themselves 
a spot in the UEFA Europa League.

Tuchel was suddenly attracting a lot 
of attention from the Bundesliga’s big 
guns, and duly took over as Borussia 
Dortmund coach in the summer of 2015, 
following Jürgen Klopp’s departure. It was 
a bold statement. Rather than bringing in 
an established figure with title-winning 
experience, one of Germany’s biggest 
clubs chose to appoint one of the country’s 
most exciting young coaches, a man they 
knew shared their ethos for free-flowing, 
attacking football.  

Tuchel’s team may not quite be the 
finished article – they have only just 
managed back-to-back Bundesliga wins 
for the first time since November – but 
they have certainly turned a few heads 
this season. The BVB faithful won’t have 
forgotten the 1-0 win over champions 
Bayern, or beating Real Madrid to top spot 
in Champions League Group F – not to 
mention the incredible 8-4 goalfest against 
Legia Warsaw.

Hertha Berlin and Eintracht Frankfurt are 
also reaping the benefits of putting their 
faith in former players Pal Dardai and Niko 
Kovac, who were teammates together at 
Hertha for many years.

After hanging up his boots in the capital 
in 2012, Dardai became part of Hertha’s 
coaching set-up, working his way up to first 
team manager by 2015. Having flirted with 
relegation the previous year, Hertha were as 
high as third midway through Dardai’s first 
season in charge, and eventually finished 
seventh. This year they are fifth, and very 
much in the thick of the European battle.

A similar story for Eintracht. Former 
Croatia captain Kovac has breathed new life 
into the club since being drafted in late last 
season, and ensuring Frankfurt’s Bundesliga 
survival with a relegation play-off victory 
over Nürnberg. The Eagles are soaring 
once again, with European football very 
much in their sights and a DFB Cup semi-
final to come at the end of April.

And it’s not just the top sides in the league 
who are relying on the emerging generation 
of coaches. Darmstadt, Augsburg and Werder 
Bremen have all chosen to part ways with 
their managers this season, replacing them – 
respectively – with Torsten Frings (40), Manuel 
Baum (37) and Alexander Nouri (37). None of 
them had previous experience of managing 
a top-flight club, and yet they were charged 
with the task of keeping their teams in the 
Bundesliga.

It may prove a bridge too far for Frings, 
whose Darmstadt side are six points adrift 
at the bottom – but Baum and Nouri are 
moving in the right direction. Augsburg 

have won three of their last five outings, 
which has pushed them up to 13th, while 
Bremen have just grabbed back-to-back 
victories over Mainz and Wolfsburg.

That defeat to Bremen was the end of 
the line for Wolves coach Valerien Ismael, 
who was dismissed over the weekend. It is 
now up to Jonker and Ljungberg to get the 
2009 champions back on track, starting with 
Saturday’s trip to Mainz on Matchday 23. 

The two men are certainly preparing 
to jump in at the deep end. Jonker will be 
acting as head coach, rather than interim 
coach, for the first time in his Bundesliga 
career, while Ljungberg is about to exchange 
the relative anonymity of coaching U15s for 
the high-profile assistant role at a major 
European club.

But they shouldn’t worry. They’re in 
good company.

It’s only a number! The current 
Bundesliga coaches, from youngest to 
oldest...

29: Julian Nagelsmann (Hoffenheim) 
37: Manuel Baum (Augsburg)
37: Alexander Nouri (Werder Bremen)
40: Torsten Frings (Darmstadt)
40: Pal Dardai (Hertha Berlin)
42: Markus Weinzierl (Schalke)
43: Thomas Tuchel (Dortmund)
43: Maik Walpurgis (Ingolstadt)
45: Niko Kovac (Frankfurt)
47: Markus Gisdol (Hamburg)
49: Roger Schmidt (Bayer Leverkusen)
49: Ralph Hasenhüttl (RB Leipzig)
49: Martin Schmidt (Mainz)
50: Peter Stöger (Cologne)
51: Christian Streich (Freiburg)
52: Dieter Hecking (Gladbach)
54: Andries Jonker (Wolfsburg)
57: Carlo Ancelotti (Bayern Munich)
Average age of coaches in Europe’s Top 

5 leagues
Bundesliga: 45.22 years
La Liga: 49.15 years
Premier League: 50.45 years
Serie A: 51.05 years
Ligue 1: 51.5 years

(Source: Bundesliga)

Wolfsburg’s Freddie Ljungberg the latest Wolfsburg’s Freddie Ljungberg the latest 
young coach to get his Bundesliga chance young coach to get his Bundesliga chance 

The Week in Quotes
“It is a very sad day for football, Raymond Kopa was an 
exceptional player, an inspiration for many generations and 
a man whose commitment to the service of football was 
flawless throughout his life. Our thoughts are with his family 
and loved ones.”

FIFA President Gianni Infantino pays tribute to former 
France legend Raymond Kopa, who passed away on Friday 

“I never bank for a player to sign a contract, I never bank 
for a player to play for me. But, if needed, I think maybe 
United fans can go to the door of his house and stay there all 
night. We all want and believe that he is going to stay with us 
one more season.”

Manchester United manager Jose Mourinho reiterates his 
hope for forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic to extend his stay at Old 

Trafford following United’s 
3-2 win over Southampton 
in the English League Cup 
final 

“The first time I went, 
I took my football shoes. 
Then I saw the sign at the 
gates - no shoes, nothing. I 
was like, ‹No shoes? Okay…’. 
It was very strange, and 
at the start it hurts, a lot! 
When you play, you break 
your toes, but my technique 
improved so much. So yes, 
it does work. It is a mental 
challenge being away from 

your family. It helped that I was used to always being on the 
streets with my friends, but I saw children crying when they 
left their parents. Football wise, it was excellent for me, it 
helped me understand the game in a different way. But also 
things like homework and just getting by, everything was my 
responsibility. That made me grow up a lot.”

Jason Denayer speaks to the Daily Mail? about joining the 
JMG Academy in Belgium as a teenager 

“The national team shirt is an important symbol and it 
constantly reminds us that we can win whatever game it is 
in whatever competitions. I think it is great that we can join 
forces with other strong women and that we together can 
show that everything is possible. There is always a need to 
show young women that it is possible to succeed and that 
no one should feel limited in what they can achieve and 
particularly not because of their sex.”

Sweden women’s national team captain Lotta Schelin 
speaks to The Guardian about the team’s initiative with adidas 
to print empowering tweets from women on the back of their 
jerseys instead of their own names 

“I’m not a clown, I’m not always laughing like crazy. I’m a 
normal person. My job is to make the players feel there’s a 
big chance to win it. I was a real mentality player, my strength 
was pushing team-mates. You try everything in the game - 
have influence from the sideline.”

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp speaks at a news 
conference ahead of Arsenal’s trip to Anfield 

“I have a strong memory of watching the 2006 World Cup 
at home with my family. As we were watching a game, my 
father turned to me and said, ‘This is my biggest dream – to 
see you one day playing wearing that shirt at a World Cup’. I 
was just a kid at the time; neither of us could have imagined 
I would do just that only eight years later. But his dream 
definitely became my dream, and I was really determined to 
do whatever I could to make it happen.”

AZ Alkmaar and Iran winger Alireza Jahanbakhsh speaks 
with FIFA.com about the World Cup’s influence on him and 
his family’s lives 

“At the end of training, he walked up to me and handed 
me his boots. I had posters of Maradona on the walls of my 
bedroom — our Neapolitan deity. Now, in my hands, were 
his shoes, muddy from the day’s work.”

Former Italy captain Fabio Cannavaro writes in The Players’ 
Tribune about training with Diego Maradona during his time 
with Napoli 

“It’s about how I live with my profession, with a never-
ending quest for solutions and to improve my team. That 
means I have very little time to rest, very few hours to 
disconnect. I think it will be good for me at the end of the 
season because I need to rest. That’s the principle motive.”

Barcelona head coach Luis Enrique announces in a post-
match press conference, after his side’s 6-1 win over Sporting 
Gijon, that he will leave the club at the end of the season 

“It has surprised us a little, we didn’t expect it but it is an 
understandable decision and one that we accept. The job of 
coach is very difficult and requires lots of hours of hard work 
and he has to enjoy being with his family as well.”

Barcelona forward Luis Suarez tells the club’s official 
website that the players were surprised by Luis Enrique’s 
decision. 

“It’s in his DNA, he was talking to us, trying to make us 
feel like we could give our best. I think he will be a great 
manager. I don’t know if that’s what he wants to do, but he’s 
at the academy and it’s a great start for him and I see him as 
a manager. At half-time, Rafa did a speech. He tried to boost 
and tried to put us back in the game. He was really optimistic. 
But what really changed the game was Stevie’s speech. He 
asked nicely to the staff to be alone with the players and he 
said that he is a Liverpool kid, always been his club, he didn’t 
want to see his club being like this, being humiliated and he 
said if we scored in the first 15 minutes, we would win the 
game and he’s the guy who scored the first goal. He gave 
the best captain’s speech I ever heard in my career. He asked 
everyone to leave, including Rafa, he just asked to be with 
the players. That’s what gave us the power to go and win the 
game. You need to have some balls to do this.”

Former Liverpool forward Djibril Cisse tells the Daily Mirror 
that Steven Gerrard will make a great manager 

“You’re close to the pitch, to the dressing room, to the 
things you experienced before, but it’s never going to be 
the same as playing. You’ll never stop missing it and thinking 
back to your playing career, but life is made up of different 
stages and no one can stop the march of time.”

Former Colombia captain Mario Yepes speaks about life as 
head coach of Deportivo Cali 

(Source: FIFA)
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Top Female Wrestling 
Officials in Iran Visit Japan 
on Fact-Finding Tour 
Top officials in Iranian women’s wrestling visited Japan 
recently on a fact-finding tour of the world’s leader in 
women’s wrestling, observing training sessions and meeting 
with Japanese officials.

Farnaz PANAHIZADEH (IRI), director of the Iranian wrestling 
federation’s international department and a member of United 
World Wrestling’s Women and Sport Commission, led the five-
member delegation which arrived in Japan on February 20.

The delegation included members associated with 
the start of women’s wrestling in Iran two years ago. The 
delegation visited Shigakkan University near Nagoya on 
February 21 and toured the Ajinomoto National Training 
Center in Nishigaoka, Tokyo, the following day.Iranian women 
are not allowed to compete in the Olympic style of women’s 
wrestling since, under the precepts of Islam, women are not 
allowed to expose their skin as would occur while wearing the 
international wrestling singlet.

For this reason, the women compete in belt wrestling and 
grappling events -- disciplines recognized by United World 
Wrestling -- with competitive wear including jackets and 
pants similar to that seen in judo.

Last September, Iran entered a full squad of women in 
the Belt Wrestling World Championships in Kyrgyzstan with 
the Iranians taking home medals in six of the 12 women’s 
events. The women also took part in the Grappling World 
Championships in Belarus later in the month.According to 
Panahizadeh, there are about 100 women actively competing 
in wrestling in Iran with another 2,000 women throughout 
the nation reportedly enjoying the practice of the disciplines.

“Enthusiasm for women’s wrestling is growing. The reason 
we came to Japan is to study the method of training and 
practice environment of the strongest country in women’s 
wrestling in the world,” said Panahizadeh.

Asked for her thoughts on the training she observed at 
Shigakkan, the delegation leader remarked “Everyone there 
is so enthusiastic. It is like the only thing that matters is being 
No.1 in the world,” said Panahizadeh.

The school, former known as Chukyo Women’s University, 
produced all six of Japan’s entries in women’s wrestling at the 
Rio 2016 Olympic Games, including four-time Olympic gold 
medalist Kaori ICHO (58kg) and Saori YOSHIDA (53kg), the 
winner of 16 world-level titles from 2002 to 2015.

Panahizadeh, along with one of the grappling coaches 
in the delegation were impressed with the intensity of the 
training and the sense of self-reliance in the training hall.

“We would like to see belt wrestling and grappling become 
more popular in Japan and, with that, we would like to create 
a cooperative relationship,” the director said.Shigakkan 
University head coach Kazuhito SAKAE, who is also national 
team director for the Japan Wrestling Federation, remarked 
“We hope to cooperate for the development and expansion 
of women’s wrestling.”

On February 22, the delegation also met Japan Wrestling 
Federation president Tomiaki FUKUDA and suggested that 
wrestlers wear gear covering the entire body like that worn 
by speed skaters. Iran has already made a similar proposal to 
United World Wrestling.

“I think that if this proposal is realized, women’s wrestling 
will develop not only in Iran but in other Islamic countries 
as well,” said Panahizadeh, expressing her hope for the 
popularization of women’s wrestling around the world.

(Source: unitedworldwrestling)

South American powers name 
squads for March qualifiers
Brazil coach Tite has handed surprise call-ups to Flamengo play-
maker Diego and Sport forward Diego Souza for this month’s 
South American qualifiers for the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™. 

Both players impressed the Seleção boss during a friendly 
match in aid of Chapecoense against Colombia in January 
and have been rewarded with spots in Brazil’s 23-man roster, 
with the South American qualifying zone leaders facing a 
difficult trip to second-placed Uruguay on 23 March before 
hosting Paraguay on 28 March. 

Diego, who helped Brazil to Copa America titles in 2004 
and 2007, was last called up for a friendly against Portugal 
back in 2008. The former Santos, Porto, Wolfsburg and 
Juventus player will be looking to add to his 36 career 
appearances for his country. 

Diego Souza is one of four strikers to be selected and re-
places the injured Gabriel Jesus, who is currently sidelined with a 
broken foot he suffered last month with his new club Manchester 
City in England. Neymar, Philippe Coutinho, Daniel Alves, Thiago 
Silva, Marcelo, Marquinhos, Willian, Casemiro and Douglas Cos-
ta are some of the notable names to be also included. 

Barcelona star Lionel Messi features in a 26-man squad 
named by Argentina coach Edgardo Bauza on Friday. Ser-
gio Aguero, Angel Di Maria, Gonzalo Higuain and Javier 
Mascherano were also selected, while Bauza handed call-
ups to the domestically based pair of Estudiantes goalkeeper 
Mariano Andujar and Racing midfielder Marcos Acuna. 

Currently fifth in the South American qualifying zone, La 
Albiceleste are one point adrift of the four automatic qualifi-
cation spots for Russia 2018. They host fourth-placed Chile in 
a crucial encounter on 23 March before travelling to La Paz 
to face Bolivia on 28 March. 

(Source: FIFA)

Esteghlal football team missed a 
chance to close the gap on Persepolis 

at the top of the Iran Professional League (IPL) on 
Saturday.

In the match held in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium, Esteghlal 
were held to a 1-1 draw by struggling Siah Jamegan.

Former Esteghlal striker Goran Jerkovic found the 

back of the net in the 44th minute. 
The Blues were dominant in the second half and 

created several chances but failed to score.
In the 65th minute, the Esteghlal’s player was brought 

down in the area and Omid Ebrahimi converted his 
penalty into the goal. 

Elsewhere, Esteghlal Khuzestan edged past rock-

bottom Machine Sazi 1-0 in Ahwaz.
Hassan Beitsaeid scored the winner in the 34th minute. 
On Sunday, IPL pacesetters Persepolis will play Naft 

Tehran at the Takhti Stadium. 
Persepolis lead the top with 50 points, five points 

clear of Tractor Sazi.
Esteghlal are third with 41 points. 

Esteghlal frustrated by lowly Siah Jamegan in IPL stalemate

Iran national football team head 
coach Carlos Queiroz stated that he 

has studied the player’s condition and will call up the 
best for the two crucial 2018 World Cup qualifying 
matches against Qatar and China.

“During the last couple of weeks we tried to observe 
the player’s situation in Iran League and also in Europe 
in order to call up the best for the forthcoming match-
es against Qatar and China. Fortunately the players are 
doing well especially Iranian players who are playing in 
Europe and we will have a great strong squad,” Iran na-

tional team coach Carlos Queiroz said.
“We will issue a preliminary list of player two weeks 

before the first game while the final squad will be an-
nounced on March 18,” The Portuguese coach added.

The federation has organized the camps and friend-
lies and I trust they will do their best for Team Melli. Our 
two games against China and Qatar are so crucial that 
could decide our fate in the road to 2018 World Cup,” 
Queiroz added.

Iran will take on Qatar in Doha on March 23 before 
hosting China at Tehran’s Azadi Stadium five days later.

Iranian Greco-Roman wrestlers have 
exhibited satisfactory displays of physical 
might and prowess at the 21st edition 
of Outstanding Ukrainian Wrestlers and 
Coaches Memorial, and received five 
medals.

On Friday and the opening day of 
the international sporting event at the 
Palace of Sports in the Ukrainian capital 
city of Kiev, Iranian freestyle wrestler Reza 
Atari overcame his Azerbaijani opponent 

Mirjalal Hasanzadeh 5-2 in the repêchage 
round of the 57-kilogram weight category, 
and received the bronze medal.

Reza Afzali outmuscled a contestant 
from Belarus 8-0 in the final bout of the 
74-kilogram weight division, and snatched 
the yellow metal.

Additionally, Hossein Shahbazi 
defeated his German rival 4-3 in the third-
place encounter of the 97-kilogram weight 
category, and picked up the bronze medal.

Later in the event, Iranian Greco-Roman 
wrestlers won two medals, including one 
gold.

Shirzad Beheshti pocketed a silver 
medal for the Islamic Republic in the 
59-kilogram class.

Farshad Belfakkeh was awarded the 
gold medal in the 71-kilogram section, and 
clinched the title.

The 21st edition of Outstanding 
Ukrainian Wrestlers and Coaches Memorial 

began in Kiev, Ukraine on March 2, and will 
finish on March 4, 2017.

The tournament has brought together 
dozens of freestyle and Greco-roman 
wrestlers from various countries, namely 
Algeria, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Brazil, China, the Czech Republic, 
France, Hungary, India, Iran, Japan, 
Mongolia, Romania, South Korea, Sweden, 
Tunisia, Turkey and the United States.

(Source: PressTV)

The best will be called up, says Carlos Queiroz

Iran wrestlers earn 5 medals at Outstanding Ukrainian Wrestlers and Coaches Memorial

S P O R T S

d e s k

S P O R T S

d e s k

Iranian national beach soccer’s coach 
Mohammad Hossein Mirshamsi says that 
they are well-prepared for the 2017 AFC 
Beach Soccer Championship. 

Iran has been scheduled to face 
Malaysia in Group A of the tournament in 
Kuala Terengganu on Sunday.

“We have had great preparations for 
the game which is growing rapidly in 
popularity in Iran,” Mirshamsi told the-
afc.com.

“I’ve been with the national team 
for close to two years and we need to 
focus on what we have to do now to be 
successful without looking back too much 
to our achievements.”

“There have been a lot of changes to 
the national team and what we should be 
doing now is to get together as a team 
and make it difficult for our opponents to 
beat us,” he added.

(Source: Tasnim)

Iran well-prepared for AFC Beach 
Soccer Championship: Coach 

Iran will start the 11th Asian Girls’ 
U-18 Volleyball Championship with 
a match against host China on 
Sunday. 

The Iranian team has been pitted 
against China and Hong Kong in Pool 
A of the tournament.

The competition will be held in 
Chongqing, China from March 5 to 
13.

The championship is the Asian 

qualification round for the 2017 FIVB 
Girls U-18 World Championship, 
which is due to take place in Argentina 
from August 18 to 27, 2017.

Only top four teams from the Asian 
meet will make the cut for the World 
Championship.

A total of 12 teams have been 
divided into four groups of three 
teams.

(Source: Tasnim)

Iran to play China in Asian Girls’ 
U-18 Volleyball Curtain Raiser 

At a ceremony for praising 2016 Olympic 
and Paralympic medallists, President 
Hassan Rouhani said sport brings unity, 
security and cultural integrity for the 
Iranian nation.

Sport is the origin of sustainable 
development, continued the President, 
adding: “Sport, like knowledge and art, is 
a national matter”.

He continued: “We have one nation, 
one leader, one government and one 
parliament; we all must make attempts 
for Iran and Iranians’ authority”.

Stressing that nothing is more important 
for a nation than hope for the future, Rouhani 
added: “Public sport brings livelihood and 
hope to the society and athletics is the 
symbol of pride for the nation”.

“Making people hopeless about 
future and openings is tantamount to 
obstructing people’s progress,” said 
Rouhani, stating that faith does not 
accompany hopelessness.

Stability in planning and correct 
economic moves are essential for 
people’s hope, he continued, adding: 
“Powerful diplomacy, economy, culture, 
art, and sport constitute the ‘National 
Basket of Hope’”.

He also said: “Handling the problems 
of the society needs happiness, and sport 
generates happiness. Sport is the base 
for the society’s health”.

President Rouhani also referred to 
Iranian women athletes and said: “Women 
athletes are the guardians of Islamic and 
Iranian culture and the symbol of national 
identity and pride”.

Our women have successful presence 
in all political, management and social 
stages, he said, adding: “We must not 

limit people’s responsibilities inside the 
house; Islam considers men and women 
as having equal values”.

“What makes Paralympic champions’ 
work special, is that they bring national 
pride for us with more endeavor and 
effort”, Rouhani stressed.

“Sport can lay the ground for 
interaction with the world and bring 
prosperity to our economy and tourism,” 

he added.
He went on to refer to the year of 

“Resistive Economy; Action and Deed” 
named by the Supreme Leader and said: 
“Economy is related to sport and a part 
of sport is related to economy and can 
bring sport tourism”.

“Above economic issues, sport can 
confront Iranophobia and create dialogue 
and interaction with the world,” the President 

of the Islamic Republic of Iran said.
He also referred to the latest Men’s 

Freestyle World Cup 2017 held in 
Kermanshah and said: “You showed 
your hospitality and made the U.S 
government ashamed of its actions by 
granting visa to American wrestlers. 
The world will judge. This was indicator 
of Iran’s greatness”.

(Source: President.ir)

Public sport brings livelihood, hope 
to society: President Rouhani



Book on Bazaar of Isfahan 
unveiled in England 

Mehrdad Oskui’s historical postcards 
on Hajj pilgrimage appear in book 

TEHRAN — A 
collection of 

historical postcards on the Hajj 
pilgrimage has appeared in a 
new book by “Starless Dreams” 
documentarian Mehrdad Oskui.

Published by Goman Publications 
in collaboration with the Publications 
of Allameh Tabatabai University, the 
book is one in the series “Historical 
Postcards”. 

The book comprises postcards 
featuring Hajj rituals in Mecca and 
the religious sites related to the 
pilgrimage.

Each card bears additional 
descriptions, while some carry the 
exact date the postcards were posted.

Cleric Rasul Jafarian, who is also 
a researcher of Iranian history, has 
written an introduction to the book, 
while a team of researchers have 

studied each postcard to add accurate 
cultural and historical information. 

The texts appear both in 
Persian and English, providing a 
good opportunity for Non-Iranian 
individuals interested in Hajj 
pilgrimage.

TEHRAN — “The 
Bazaar of Isfahan”, 

a book written by British art historian 
Paul Olivier, was unveiled Thursday 
during a ceremony at the Oxford 
Brookes University in England.

The editor of the book, Marcel 
Vellinga who is a specialist in 
anthropology of architecture, delivered 
a speech at the ceremony, which 
was attended by a number of British 
scholars and architects and Iranian 
cultural officials. 

Olivier completed the book in the 
1970s. However, it was never published. 
The book carries illustrations and 
drawings by Iranian architect Ali-Asghar 
Bakhtiar (1915-2015) and pictures by 
British architectural photographer John 
Donat (1933-2004).

“The Bazaar of Isfahan” provides 
detailed documentation and extensive 

insight into the architecture of the 
bazaar as well as the everyday lives 
of the inhabitants of what was one of 
the oldest and largest bazaars in the 
Middle East at the time.

The book has been published by 
Argumentum Publications in Portugal.

TEHRAN — Iranian director 
Amir-Reza Kuhestani is scheduled 

to stage German composer Richard Wagner ’s 
Tannhäuser in Darmstadt, Hesse, Germany.

A cast of foreign actors will perform the opera 
in five performances, two of which will take place 
at the Darmstadt State Theater on April 22 and 30, 
the Darmstadt State Theater has announced on its 
website.

Tannhäuser is an 1845 opera composed in three 
acts based on two German legends: Tannhäuser, 
the legendary medieval German Minnesänger and 
poet, and the tale of the Wartburg Song Contest.

Three more performances have also been 
arranged for May 14 and 25 and June 15.

The performances have been organized based 
on an invitation from Darmstadt State Theater 

director Karsten Wiegand.
The cast includes Deniz Yilmaz, David 

Pichlmaier, Oleksandr Prytolyuk, Minseok Kim, 
Nicolas Legoux, Michael Pegher, Thomas Mehnert, 
KS Katrin Gerstenberger, Martin Snell and Edith 
Haller.

Will Humburg will collaborate with the troupe 
as a musical director and Mitra Najmabadi is the 
stage designer of the project.

The Darmstadt State Theater is a theater 
company and building presenting opera, ballet, 
plays and concerts.

Wagner was a German composer, theater 
director, polemicist and conductor who is primarily 
known for his operas.

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Arnold 
Schwarzenegger said on Friday he will not be 
back for another season of NBC’s reality show 
“The Celebrity Apprentice,” blaming U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s ongoing role as executive producer 
for low ratings.

Action movie star Schwarzenegger took over 
as host of “Celebrity Apprentice” last year. His first 
season, which premiered in January, has been 
watched by around 4 million to 5 million viewers.

“Everyone - from the celebrities to the crew 
to the marketing department - was a straight 
10, and I would absolutely work with all of them 
again on a show that doesn’t have this baggage,” 
Schwarzenegger said in a statement.

The actor ’s representative said Schwarzenegger 
would not be returning for a second season.

NBC, a unit of Comcast Corp (CMCSA.O), did 
not comment on Schwarzenegger ’s decision not 
to return for another season, or the show’s future. 
There was no immediate comment from Trump or 
the White House on Friday.

Schwarzenegger, a Republican who served 
two terms as California governor but said he did 
not vote for Trump as president, told British film 
magazine Empire in an interview published on 
Friday that he was leaving the show due to Trump’s 

involvement.
News that Trump will retain an executive 

producer credit on the show, which usually involves 
a payment, caused a media furor in December 
about potential conflicts of interest.

Schwarzenegger told Empire that the show 
was “a really great opportunity, but “under the 
circumstances I don’t want to do it again.”

“When people found out that Trump was still 

involved as executive producer and was still 
receiving money from the show, then half the 
people (started) boycotting it,” Schwarzenegger 
said.

New York businessman Trump, who took office 
in January after winning November ’s presidential 
election, became a household name as the host of 
“The Apprentice” and “The Celebrity Apprentice” 
for 14 seasons, where contestants would compete 
in business challenges.

Trump mocked Schwarzenegger and the 43 
percent fall in the coveted 18-to-49-year-old 
audience for the show’s January premiere, sparking 
a Twitter fight between America’s two biggest 
celebrities-turned-politicians.

“Wow, the ratings are in and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger got ‘swamped’ (or destroyed) by 
comparison to the ratings machine, DJT,” tweeted 
Trump.

“I wish you the best of luck and I hope you’ll work 
for ALL of the American people as aggressively 
as you worked for your ratings,” Schwarzenegger 
tweeted back.

Some 20 million Americans watched the first 
year of “The Apprentice” but viewership dropped 
to around 6 million in 2015 for Trump’s final episode 
of “The Celebrity Apprentice.”
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TEHRAN — Elites of Iranian cinema 
gathered for a ceremony organized 

by the Iranian House of Cinema at the Film Museum 
of Iran on Friday to celebrate filmmaker Asghar ’s win 
at the 89th Annual Academy Awards.

Farhadi’s “The Salesman” received the Oscar for 
best foreign-language film at the Academy Awards 
last Sunday.

Cinema Organization of Iran director Hojatollah 
Ayyubi, director of Iran’s Research Institute for Cultural 
Heritage and Tourism (RICHT) Seyyed Mohammad 
Beheshti, and vocalist Shahram Nazeri were also 
among the people attending the ceremony.

Addressing the participants, Ayyubi said that he 
would never forget the face of Farhadi after he saw 
his film for the first time (at Cannes). “I was truly exited 
after I saw the film and expressed my admiration to 
Farhadi, and he told me the people of Iran would like 
the film. I am telling you this so you understand that 
Farhadi makes films for people first and foremost. 
He is the filmmaker of people of Iran. He loves his 
country and that is why the people of the world like 
him, too.”

He also pointed to the late Abbas Kiarostami and 
said, “Kiarostami was also like this (loved his country). 
Once I asked him about Iran and he replied that he 
would not exchange Imamzadeh Chizar (in northern 
Tehran) for any other place in the world.” 

He continued that he was in Cannes when Farhdai 
and his crew entered the hall and were warmly 
welcomed by the audience, and the festival director 
introduced the team and said “Asghar Farhadi from 
Iran, the country of cinema.” 

“The country of cinema means talking with the 
language of cinema, color and music; a country 
which has nothing to do with violence and this is the 
value of the cinema of Iran,” he asserted.

For his part Farhadi was overwhelmed to see the 

warm welcome of his people and asked them to pray 
for him that he would be able to continue his career.

“Two years ago during Noruz, I had decided to 
leave but the empty city of Tehran during Noruz 
encouraged me to stay and I am happy I stayed and 
made the film. When I am in Iran I make films with a 
heart and when I am in the west I make films with my 
wisdom. And where is there a better place to make 
films than in my own country?” he added.

Farhadi also remembered late sound engineer 
Yadollah Najafi, who had cooperated with Farhadi in 
his projects before he died of heart failure at the age 
of 60 in early 2016.

“It is a pity that we lost Abbas Kiarostami, the one 
to whom not only is the cinema of Iran indebted but 
also the cinema of the world,” he concluded.

Farhadi left the country on Saturday to begin his 
new project.

Iranian House of Cinema celebrates 
Asghar Farhadi’s Oscar win

Iranian director to stage Wagner’s Tannhäuser in Germany
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Iranian “Servant” 
crowned best 
at London 
Independent 
Film Awards  

Plays by Iranian 
writer published 
in Italy 

TEHRAN — Iranian director Farnush 
Abedi’s “The Servant” won the February 

best short animation prize at the London Independent 
Film Awards, a monthly competition that is held in the 
English capital.

The film is about a servant who becomes a master 
and a bug becomes his servant. After a while the man 
understands that he has begun a game that has no rules.

TEHRAN — Iranian writer Ali Shams’ 
plays “A Cat in Its Blood” and “The 

Human Farm” have been published in Italian in a single 
book.

Translated into Italian by Parisa Nazari, the book has 
been published by the Publishing House Fuorilinea, 
Shams announced in a press release on Saturday.

Filmmaker and literary figure Ebrahim Golestan has 
written an introduction to the book.

“The Human Farm” has previously been staged in 
Tehran.

N E W S  I N  B R I E F
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Iranian director Amir-Reza Kuhestani in an undated photo

Director Asghar Farhadi waves his hands to the people gathered in the courtyard of the Film Museum of Iran in Tehran on March 
3, 2017 to celebrate his win at the 89th Annual Academy Awards.                                                              (Mehr/Majid Asgaripur)
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Songs from Sari Galin 
collection released 
by Iranian singer

TEHRAN — Iranian singer Behzad Mirlu 
has released songs from Sari Galin, a 

collection of Azerbaijani folk music, in an album entitled 
“Sari Galin”.

The album has been 
published by Avay-e Janan 
Art and Cultural Institute in 
Tehran.

The album contains 
twelve songs composed 
by Uzeyir Hajibeyov, Fikret 
Amirov, Tofig Guliyev, Rauf 
Hajibayov and several other 
prominent Azerbaijani 
musicians.

The album features 
Shahriar Sediq on tar, 
Afshin Alavi on Kamancheh, 
Behruz Barzegar on piano, 
Reza Nabahat on naqareh 

and Mohammad Sabokdasti on garmon.
In addition, a collection of music videos with Persian 

subtitles of the songs on the album was released on 
Saturday. 

A DVD containing the music videos of some of the songs 
is also offered with the album at music stores.

Schwarzenegger quits ‘Celebrity Apprentice’ over show’s Trump ties

“I’m a little dazed,” French 
artist says after living in a rock
PARIS (Reuters) — French artist Abraham Poincheval was 
freed from a block of stone in a Paris museum on Wednesday 
after spending seven days enclosed in it.

He entombed himself in a body-shaped slot carved 
in a limestone boulder on Feb 22 at Paris’ Palais de Tokyo 
contemporary art museum.

Poincheval, 44, ate stewed fruit and purees while breathing 
through an air vent. He had some personal items such as a log 
book and an emergency phone line.

“I’m a little dazed, which I imagine is totally normal after one 
week living in a rock (...) which hosted me well. I thank it very 
much for having been so enthusiastic about welcoming me,” he 
told reporters minutes after his release.

“Yes, there were very long moments of loss of self, where 
suddenly (...) you no longer know where you are, but you are 
there, and that is what was great (about it),” he said.

The artist was helped out of the room by medical team to 
the applauds of an audience that had gathered to witness his 
release.

In 2014, Poincheval spent 13 days living inside a hollowed-
out bear sculpture, eating worms and beetles to mirror a bear’s 
diet.

Host Arnold Schwarzenegger poses after a panel for ‘‘The New 
Celebrity Apprentice’’ in Universal City, California, December 9, 
2016.                                                (Reuters/Danny Moloshok)
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