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Bannon loses 
National Security 
Council role in 
Trump shakeup
McMaster given 
greater authority 
over security matters

President Donald Trump reorgan-
ized his National Security Council on 
Wednesday, removing his chief strate-
gist, Stephen Bannon, and downgrad-
ing the role of his Homeland Security 
Adviser, Tom Bossert, according to a 
person familiar with the decision and 
a regulatory filing.

National Security Adviser H.R. Mc-
Master was given responsibility for 
setting the agenda for meetings of the 
NSC or the Homeland Security Coun-
cil, and was authorized to delegate 
that authority to Bossert, at his discre-
tion, according to the filing.

Under the move, the national in-
telligence director, Dan Coats, and the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Marine Corps General Joseph Dun-
ford, are again “regular attendees” of 
the NSC’s principals committee.

Bannon, the former executive chair-
man of Breitbart News, was elevated 
to the National Security Council’s prin-
cipals committee at the beginning of 
Trump’s presidency. The move drew 
criticism from some members of Con-
gress and Washington’s foreign policy 
establishment.

A White House official said that 
Bannon was placed on the commit-
tee in part to monitor Trump’s first na-
tional security adviser, Michael Flynn, 
and never attended a meeting. He’s 
no longer needed with McMaster in 
charge of the council, the official said.

Trump fired Flynn on Feb. 13 for not 
disclosing to the president or to Vice 
President Mike Pence the extent of his 
conversations with Russia’s ambassa-
dor to the U.S., Sergey Kislyak, before 
Trump’s inauguration.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Foreign Office 
defends navy for 
ordering Spanish 
warship out of 
Gibraltar waters
The British Foreign Office defended 
the Royal Navy’s decision to order a 
Spanish warship out of Gibraltar ’s dis-
puted territorial waters, the latest spat 
in the row between Britain and Spain 
over the enclave’s future after Brexit.

An FCO (Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office) spokesperson described the inci-
dent as an unlawful maritime incursion.

Spain has for centuries been de-
manding Gibraltar back and does not 
recognize the waters as sovereign Brit-
ish overseas territory.

A Spanish patrol boat, Infanta Cris-
tina, was told to leave on Tuesday by 
a Royal Navy unit from the Gibraltar 
squadron.

Such incursions by the Spanish are 
frequent and might normally have 
passed without notice. But Gibraltar ’s 
role in the Brexit negotiations ensured 
the confrontation was given media 
prominence, not least as it came days 
after the former Conservative Leader 
Michael Howard suggested Theresa 
May should be prepared to go to war 
to protect the enclave, as Margaret 
Thatcher had done over the Falklands.

Although Tuesday’s incident was 
minor, Gibraltar has become such a 
sensitive issue in Britain that the Min-
istry of Defense, usually happy to talk 
about naval matters, passed media re-
quests for information to the FCO.

An FCO spokesperson said: “The 
Royal Navy challenges all unlawful 
maritime incursions into British Gibral-
tar territorial waters – and did so again 
on this occasion.”

While the FCO language was reason-
ably robust in describing it as an unlaw-
ful incursion, British diplomats have been 
generally relaxed about such incidents, 
not seeing them as a threat that under-
mines Britain’s legal claim of British sov-
ereignty over Gibraltar.

A spokeswoman for the government 
of Gibraltar told the Press Association: 
“The ship entered British/Gibraltarian 
territorial waters. It was met by the Gi-
braltar squadron and invited to leave.” 
The spokeswoman declined to say if Gi-
braltar would make a formal protest to 
Spain over the incident.   1 3

Petchem 
exports 

projected to 
hit $11 billion

TEHRAN – The Na-
tional Petrochemical 

Company plans to export 23 million 
tons of petrochemical products, worth 
$11 billion, during the current Iranian 
calendar year (started on March 21).

NPC’s Managing Director Marziyeh 
Shahdaie said that with all unfinished 
projects coming online the country’s 
petrochemical industry will witness a 
significant boost and annual produc-
tion capacity is going to reach 72 mil-
lion tons, Shana reported.

“Petrochemical output is expected 
to exceed 59 million tons in the cur-
rent year which will be an 18 percent 
increase year on year,” she added.

According to Shahdaie, Iran ex-
ported about 19 million tons of pet-
rochemical products, worth near $10 
billion, in the previous calendar year.

The country plans to boost its petro-
chemical output to 120 million tons per an-
num by the end of its outlook plan for the 
calendar year of 1404 (March 2025-March 
2026) and $70 billion of investment is re-
quired to meet this objective.

After the implementation of Iran’s 
nuclear deal, NPC has received high 
willingness from European companies 
for cooperation with Iran in the petro-
chemical sector both in financing and 
licensing, Farnaz Alavi, the NPC direc-
tor for planning and development, an-
nounced last December.

Iran abhors 
chemical 

attack in Syria
TEHRAN — Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry on 

Wednesday condemned use of chem-
ical weapons in the northern Syrian 
province of Idlib on Tuesday which left 
at least 70 people killed.

“We strongly condemn using 
chemical weapons regardless of its 
perpetrators and victims,” ministry 
spokesman Bahram Qassemi said.

Russia said on Wednesday that the 
chemical attack in Idlib was caused 
when rebel chemical munitions work-
shops were hit by a Syrian airstrike. 

After a chemical attack on Ghouta, 
a Damascus suburb, in 2013, Barack 
Obama, the former U.S. president, 
threatened an air campaign against 
the Syrian government which was 
called off when the Syrian government 
accepted a U.S.–Russian negotiated 
deal to turn over “every single bit” of 
its chemical weapons stockpiles for 
destruction and declared its intention 
to join the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry official said 
Tehran has always expressed concern 
over lack of attention to necessity of 
disarming the terrorists of their chem-
ical weapons.

“This painful catastrophe is not the 
first case of using chemical weapons” 
in Syria “and dealing with it based on 
double standards, purposeful propa-
ganda and hasty judgments which are 
in line with leveling  13 
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TEHRAN — An earth-
quake measuring 6 on the 

Richter scale hit parts of the northeastern 
province of Khorasan Razavi on Wednesday 
morning, leaving one dead and 17 injured.

The quake occurred at a depth of 10 km 
at 10:39 a.m. and the epicenter was located 
in Sefid Sang, 85 km away from the capital 
city of Mashhad.

Some 20 aftershocks measuring 3.1 to 
4.7 on the Richter scale have been reported, 
Mehr news agency reported.

Air medical services along with rescue 
and relief forces have been dispatched to 
the area from neighboring cities. A crisis 
management base has also been set up, a 
spokesman for the Interior Ministry said.

According to initial reports, 40 percent 
to 100 percent of buildings in four villages 
have been ruined and the earthquake have 

caused some damages to the houses in the 
city of Mashhad.

Photos of the buildings and streets with 
cracks appeared on them after the quakes 
and short clips from CCTVs installed in vari-
ous places have gone viral on the social me-

dia. It is also said that phone lines have been 
affected by the earthquake.

Schools and universities in cities of Mash-
had, Fariman, Sarakhs, Torbat-e Jam, and 
Kalat are evacuated and shut down for the 
time being. 

WTTC sees Iran’s intl. 
tourist arrivals to rise 
by 11.6% in 2017

Iran defeat Singapore 
in Women’s Asian Cup 
Qualifiers

Iran not concerned by 
Indian threat to cut oil 
imports: Zanganeh

Tehran photo exhibit to 
showcase leading figures 
of Iran’s Azarbaijan 1610 154
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TEHRAN — Iran’s Aseman 
Airlines said negotiations 

with Japan’s Mitsubishi Aircraft Corp. on the 
purchase of passenger jets are still ongoing 
despite its having signed a new agreement 
with Boeing Co. on the purchase of 30 planes.

“Having contracts with Boeing or any oth-
er aircraft maker doesn’t mean that we have 
given up negotiations for purchasing MRJ,” 
Aseman spokesman Amir Reza Mostafa-
vi told Kyodo News after the agreement with 
Boeing was signed on Tuesday in Tehran.

As per the agreement, Aseman will buy 30 

passenger planes model 737 MAX worth $3 
billion.

The MOU also provides the airline with 
purchase rights for 30 additional 737 MAXs 
and the American plane maker is to start de-
livering the airplanes from 2022.

According to Iranian transport officials, negoti-
ations with Mitsubishi to purchase 25 aircraft with 
the value of $500 million began last year.

Aseman has kept Japan in the list of coun-
tries which still can sell new aircraft to Iran, 
according to Iranian officials.

Aviation sanctions on Iran were lifted 

in January 2016, just months after it signed 
with France, Germany, China, Russia, Brit-
ain and United States an agreement on its 
nuclear program.

Shortly afterward, Iran inked an $18 bil-
lion deal with France-based Airbus for 46 
Airbus A320 planes, 38 A330 planes and 16 
A350 XWB aircraft.

It was finalized last December. That same 
month, state-owned Iran Air signed a $16.6 
billion agreement to purchase 80 new Boeing 
777 and 737 passenger planes, to be deliv-
ered over a period of 10 years.

TEHRAN — Senator John 
McCain, a Republican 

from Arizona who has been a leading voice 
against the Iran nuclear deal, threw his full 
support behind Boing’s new agreement with 
Iran’s Aseman Airlines, saying there is little 
Congress can do to block the plane sale. 

“I have opposed the Iranian agreement 
and I am not interested in doing anything 
to help the Iranians but what they’ve done is 
completely legal,” McCain said, according to 
a Bloomberg report.

“They’ve got the money and it’s not a 

weapons system, so it doesn’t require any in-
volvement from the Congress. 

Also, Senator Ben Cardin, a Democrat 
from Maryland, said there isn’t much Con-
gress can do to stop the deal.

Senator Marco Rubio, however, told re-
porters in the Capital: “It’s concerning,” when 
asked about the deal. Asked if he could or 
would do anything to block it, the Florida Re-
publican said, “Maybe.”

Boeing Co. landed its second jetliner sale 
to the Iranian airline since the 1970s, a $3 bil-
lion deal that sets up a test of the planemak-

er’s ties with President Donald Trump.
The pact with the airlines to purchase 

30 of Boeing’s 737 Max planes adds to a 
separate $16.6 billion agreement with Iran 
Air, the country’s flagship carrier, for 80 
passenger planes worth $16.6 billion under 
the Obama administration in December, 
which the Chicago-based manufacturer is 
still finalizing. 

The new agreement also provides the Ira-
nian airline with an option to buy 30 additional 
737 Max planes. Deliveries of the single-aisle jet 
are scheduled to start in 2022.  2 

Talks with Mitsubishi ongoing despite Boeing deal, Iran says 

McCain endorses Boeing’s new Iran deal, says it’s ‘completely legal’
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Defense Ministry a 
technological mogul

  See page 2
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Quake jolts 
northeastern 

Iran; 1 dead, 17 
injured
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Chomsky to Mattis: U.S., not Iran, 
greatest threat to world peace
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Former transport 
minister joins 
Popular Front

TEHRAN — A former transport 
and housing minister has joined the 

Popular Front of Revolution Forces, ILNA news agency 
reported on Wednesday.

Ali Nikzad, who was minister from 2009 to 2013, 
accepted calls to join the front.

The news agency reported Nikzad as having said he 
did so with the hope to facilitate the choice of the fittest 
candidate for president.
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Rouhani sole 
candidate from 
cabinet: minister

TEHRAN — The ICT minister 
confirmed on Wednesday that Hassan 

Rouhani will be the only person in the cabinet who will 
run for presidential post this year.

There is no talk about any cabinet member’s 
candidacy except for Mr. Rouhani, Mahmoud Vaezi told 
Mehr news agency on Wednesday.

The minister also refuted allegations that he is going 
to sign up for candidacy. Vaezi also expressed doubt if 
Rouhani needs a reserve candidate.
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Qalibaf says will 
not run for 
president

TEHRAN —  The Tehran mayor has 
said he will not run for the May 19 

presidential election, Nasim news agency reported on 
Wednesday.

Qalibaf was one of the 10 potential candidates of the 
Popular Front of Revolution Forces. He came second 
during the 2013 presidential election.

Qalibaf stressed that he will endorse any candidate 
that the principlist groups agree upon.

The Tehran mayor criticized the Rouhani administration 
for the “critical” economic and social circumstances “the 
country is suffering from”.

P O L I T I C S

d e s k

Mohsen Rezaee 
to attend Popular 
Front meeting

TEHRAN — Mohsen Rezaee, secretary 
of the Expediency Council, will attend 

the Thursday meeting of the Popular Front of Revolution 
Forces, Tabnak news website reported on Wednesday.

According to the source, Rezaee will appear as a 
keynote speaker to “answer possible rumors about 
presidential election”.

The popular front is to meet to reduce the number of 
its potential candidates from the current ten to five and 
later on to just one for the May 19 presidential election.

Rezaee is currently one of the possible candidates of 
the front.
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Raisi sure to run 
for president: 
website 

TEHRAN — Ebrahim Raisi, the 
custodian of the Holy Razavi Shrine, is 

sure to sign up for the presidential election, Entekhab 
news website said on Wednesday.

The website quoted the shrine custodianship as 
having reported that Raisi will announce his candidacy 
on Friday.

Media have also reported that he has resigned from 
the election monitoring committee of which he used to 
be a member.
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Election committee 
holds first 
session

TEHRAN — The Interior Ministry 
presidential election committee held 

its first meeting on Wednesday.
The meeting was attended by Minister of Interior 

Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli, Attorney General Mohammad 
Jafar Montazeri, a member of Majlis presiding board (the 
name was not given), and seven trustee members of the 
committee, ISNA reported.

Also, Majlis National Security and Foreign Policy 
Committee members visited the headquarters of the 
committee on the same day.

TEHRAN — The 
American left-wing 

philosopher and activist Noam Chomsky 
said it is the U.S. rather Iran which poses 
“the greatest threat” to the world peace, 
taking a swipe at U.S. Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis who branded Iran as so. 

“What does the world think is the 
greatest threat to world peace? Well, we 
know that, from U.S.-run polls, Gallup 
polls: United States. Nobody even 
close, far ahead of any other threat. 
Pakistan, second, much lower. Iran, hardly 
mentioned,” Chomsky said in an interview 
with Democracy Now on April 4.  

Visiting London on Friday, Mattis said Iran 
is continuing to behave as an exporter of 
terrorism and still sponsors militant activity. 

Asked about his comments made in 
2012 that the three primary threats the 
United States faced were “Iran, Iran, Iran,” 
Mattis told reporters that Iran’s behavior 
had not changed in the years since.

Chomsky, also a prominent linguist, 
also said that regular reports by 
intelligence services put to the lie the 

terror accusations against Iran: “They say 
Iran has very low military spending, even 
by the standards of the region, much 
lower than Saudi Arabia, Israel, others. Its 

strategy is defensive.
“They want to deter attacks long 

enough for diplomacy to be entertained. 
The conclusion, intelligence conclusion—

this is a couple years ago—is: If they are 
developing nuclear weapons, which we 
don’t know, but if they are, it would be 
part of their deterrent strategy.

“Now, why is the United States and Israel 
even more so concerned about a deterrent? 
Who’s concerned about a deterrent? Those 
who want to use force. Those who want to 
be free to use force are deeply concerned 
about a potential deterrent. So, yes, Iran is 
the greatest threat to world peace, might 
deter our use of force.” 

Tensions between Tehran and 
Washington have risen under the Trump 
administration, an end to a less strained 
era during the presidency of Barack 
Obama who championed an international 
nuclear deal with Tehran. 

Late March, U.S. Army General Joseph 
Votel branded Iran as “the greatest long-
term threat to stability” in the Middle East, 
making military threats against Tehran. 

“We need to look at opportunities 
where we can disrupt [Iran] through 
military means or other means their 
activities,” he said. 

P O L I T I C S
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1     If completed, the transactions 
would be the first U.S. aircraft exports to 
Iran since the Shah era, overtaken by the 
Islamic revolution in 1979.

OFAC administers and enforces 
economic and trade sanctions based in the 
U.S. The body also manages trades and 
transactions dealing with foreign states, 
organizations, and individuals targeted by 
U.S. foreign policy and national security 
goals and operates as an agency of the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury.

The recent deal, is the first sizable U.S. 
business transaction announced with the 
Islamic republic since Donald Trump was 
elected president. 

In its statement Tuesday, Boeing 
touted the potential of the 737 deal 
with Iran to boost U.S. jobs, saying 

the agreement “creates or sustains 
approximately 18,000 jobs in the United 
States,” citing Commerce Department 
calculations. 

Boeing’s latest accord with Iran puts 
the Trump administration in the awkward 
position of choosing between taking a 
harsher stance against Iran and boosting 
a major manufacturer, one of the U.S.’s 
largest exporters.

On the campaign trail, Trump ma-
ligned the nuclear agreement as “horri-
ble” and threatened to renegotiate. 

However, by disrespecting the nuclear 
deal, if Trump chooses to do so, he will be 
considered in the eye of the Americans 
as not making good on his campaign 
promises to boost manufacturing jobs. 

Also, one thing that makes it less likely 

for the Trump administration to thwart the 
deal is competition with France’s Airbus, 
which competes closely with Boeing for 
international business.

In January 2016, Iran Air signed 
agreements to buy 118 planes from 
Airbus, estimated to be worth some 22.8 
billion euros ($25 billion), three of which 
already delivered. 

“Boeing has to be everywhere 
that Airbus is,” said Loren Thompson, 
chief operating officer of the nonprofit 
Lexington Institute, which receives 
funding from Boeing.

One such big deal between the 
U.S. and Iran is expected to unlock the 
floodgates for trade with Tehran. 

Tehran-based analyst Saeed Leilaz said 
he believed the deal would encourage 

other Western companies to enter Iran 
despite the political rhetoric.

“This will boost the previous agreement 
between Boeing and Iran Air while 
indicating the Trump administration is 
willing to continue to work with Iran despite 
various differences on the missile program 
and Iran’s regional role,” Leilaz said.

However, financing the multibillion-
dollar purchases will be a challenge given 
the restrictions still in place on lenders 
doing business with Iranian companies, 
said aerospace consultant Richard 
Aboulafia, Bloomberg reported. 

Aircraft lessors may be hesitant to 
provide financing if the threat of renewed 
sanctions raises a risk they couldn’t 
reclaim the planes if Iranian carriers 
defaulted.

McCain endorses Boeing’s new Iran deal, says it’s ‘completely legal’

TEHRAN — Iran and Hungary plan to 
sign an agreement on April 8 to expand 

nuclear cooperation, the Atomic Energy Organization of 
Iran (AEOI) spokesman Behrouz Kamalvandi announced 
on Wednesday.

The agreement will be inked during a meeting 
between AEOI chief Ali Akbar Salehi and Hungarian 
Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjen. 

Iranian and Hungarian authorities have made several 
reciprocal visits, including Salehi’s visit to Budapest in 
2016.

Back in February 2016, Salehi said Iran has proposed 
a project with Hungary to design and develop a small 

nuclear reactor that could be sold across Asia and Africa 
and also built in the Islamic republic.

“One particular project that I suggested was to 
see if we can... together design a small reactor of 25 
megawatts,” Salehi said. “It was received well and we 
hope that we can start this project, just on paper.”

The project “requires a lot of scientific work to come 
up with such a design, certainly a number of years of 
hard work. We want to see if we can do this,” he further 
said.

Following the lifting of international sanctions on Iran, 
Tehran has strived to fully utilize economic and scientific 
opportunities, including the pursuit of peaceful nuclear 

activities.
The Islamic Republic also enjoys close nuclear 

cooperation with Russia.
Last week, a Russian Foreign Ministry source told 

Sputnik that during Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s 
meeting with his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, the 
two countries decided to sign a memorandum on the 
development of peaceful nuclear cooperation.

“We are talking about signing a document that defines 
a number of aspects of bilateral cooperation in the field 
of the purely peaceful use of nuclear energy, including in 
the context of the construction of the second and third 
units in Bushehr,” the sources added.

Iran, Hungary set to sign deal for nuclear cooperation
P O L I T I C S
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TEHRAN — Iran’s Defense Minister 
Hossein Dehghan said on Wednesday 

the ministry has now developed into a technological 
mogul and branched out into other key sectors vital for 
the country to keep the country running.

 In a meeting with members of the parliamentary 
National Security and Foreign Policy Committee on 
Wednesday, Dehghan said: “Today, Defense Ministry 
has turned into a large, matchless, and consequential 
industrial and technological actor. 

“In addition to meeting defense needs, it (Defense 
Ministry) is not in the service of other mother industries 
such as steel, oil, petro chemistry, communications, and 
transport.”

Focus on strengthening and upgrading the defense 
sector in the recent period has brought important and 
significant achievements in aviation, aerospace, marine, 
electronics, ground combat and defense diplomacy, he 
explained.  

“Expanding the qualitative and quantitative agenda 

has created upwards of 60,000 jobs in industries outside 
the ministry.” 

In comments in February, Dehghan announced 
that plans had been implemented during his tenure to 
launch systematic cooperation with 95 research centers 
and universities of the country. 

Later on, Science Minister Mohammad Farhadi 
put the number of joint research projects with 
Defense Ministry at 1220, out of which 470 already 
completed. 

Defense Ministry a technological mogul: Dehghan 
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d e s k

TEHRAN — Follow-
ing a deadly terrorist 

attack on the St. Petersburg metro on 
Monday, Iran’s Supreme National Se-
curity Council secretary Ali Shamkhani 
said on Wednesday that it is necessary 
the international community launch a 
comprehensive war against terrorists, 
counter their ideology, and also take 
action against their supporters.

“Brutal crimes of the terrorist groups 
against innocent citizens show that the 
international community should prior-
itize effective and comprehensive fight 
against these anti-human elements, 
their ideology and supporters,” Sham-
khani said in a message to Russian 
Security Council Secretary Nikolai Pa-
trushev.

Shamkhani condemned the terrorist 
attack in Saint Petersburg and said co-
operation between Iran and Russia in 
fighting terrorism should continue.

“Undoubtedly, blind acts of the de-
feated terrorists has not harmed the 
determination of the countries which 
are in the frontline of fight against Tak-
firi terrorism and instead will intensify 

their moves in countering them,” the 
security official remarked.

Iranian Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif also held a phone 
conversation with his Russian counter-
part Sergey Lavrov on Wednesday to 
discuss regional crises.

The bomb blast on the St. Peters-
burg metro killed at least 14 people 
and over 50 wounded.

According to Kyrgyz intelligence, a 
Russian citizen born in the former So-
viet republic of Kyrgyzstan is the prime 
suspect of the attack.

Iran urges global action against 
terrorist supporters

TEHRAN — U.S. Sen-
ate has postponed a 

bill to impose new sanctions against Iran 
due to “concerns” about Iran’s upcom-
ing presidential election, Republican 
Senator Bob Corker has said.

Corker, who is currently the chair-
man of the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations, said on Tuesday that 
the bill will not move forward for now.

The bill was introduced by a group 
of Democratic and Republican senators 
in March seeking to slap tighter sanc-
tions on the Islamic Republic over its 
ballistic missiles.

This is while Iran repeatedly says 
that none of its missiles have been de-
signed to carry nuclear warheads be-
cause nuclear weapons have basically 
no place in the Islamic Republic’s de-
fense doctrine.

“We’ve got a Iran sanctions bill that 
has a number of co-sponsors that 
wasn’t able to markup at present be-
cause of concerns about how the Eu-
ropean Union might react and (Iranian) 
elections that are coming up,” Corker 
said.

Iran will hold its next presidential 
election in May 2017, when principlists 
hope to defeat moderate President 
Hassan Rouhani.

In 2013 presidential election, Rou-
hani promised to develop better rela-
tions with countries across the world, 
and partly succeeded to deliver what 
he had promised after the nuclear 
agreement went into effect, which led 
to expansion of ties with mostly West-
ern countries.

New sanctions, however, could seri-
ously hurt Rouhani’s chance of victory.

U.S. withdraws from anti-Iran sanction 
bill over ‘concerns’ about Iran election
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ELECTION COUNTDOWN



An explosion has targeted a Pakistani 
government census team, killing at least 
five people in the eastern city of Lahore, 
officials say.

The blast on Wednesday morning in 
Pakistan’s second largest city also wound-
ed at least nine people, all suffering from 
major injuries, according to a source at La-
hore’s General Hospital, where they were 
being treated. 

The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan group 
claimed responsibility, saying it was a su-
icide attack. 

Khawaja Imran Nazir, health minister 
of Punjab province, of which Lahore is the 
main city, confirmed the death toll.

“The target seems to be the census 
team and the soldiers guarding them,” 
Malik Ahmed Khan, a spokesperson for 
the Punjab government, told local televi-
sion news channel Geo.

Military sources told Al Jazeera that 
four military personnel - three army sol-
diers and one member of the air force - 
were killed in the attack. 

Rana Sanaullah, a senior provincial 
minister, told Geo the attack “appeared to 
be an act of terrorism”.

“Sacrifice of precious lives of civil enu-
merators and soldiers is beyond any 
doubt a great sacrifice,” Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa, Pakistan’s army chief, said in a state-
ment, without giving any details about the 
number of soldiers killed in the bombing.

“Conduct of census will be completed 
at any cost.”

Pakistan’s Bureau of Statistics launched 

its first door-to-door population census 
since 1998 last month, working in con-
junction with the military, which has de-
ployed 200,000 troops to provide security 
for the exercise.

At least 119,000 government employ-
ees are taking part in the exercise as enu-
merators.

The lead-up to the census has been 
marked by political debate on how the 
results may show changing demographics 
- potentially redrawing electoral constitu-
encies - across the country.

Television footage from the scene 
showed a destroyed vehicle and debris 
scattered on the road, as police formed a 
security cordon around the site’s perimeter.

  Surge in violence
Pakistan has seen a surge in violence in 

the past two months, starting with a series 
of attacks that killed more than 130 people 
in mid-February.

Those attacks were claimed by the 
Pakistan Taliban and the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist 
group.

At least 13 people were killed in Lahore 
when a suicide bomber targeted police at 
a protest demonstration on February 13    

In response, Pakistan’s military an-
nounced it was launching a new operation 
- dubbed Radd-al-Fasaad, or Elimination 
of Mischief/Chaos - across the country, to 
cement the gains made against the Paki-
stan Taliban during a previous three-year 
operation launched in 2014.

(Source: agencies)

A bomb attack at a café in the north of the Iraqi capital, 
Baghdad, has killed at least 31 people.

The bombing occurred at the Beiruti Café on 
Wednesday, also leaving an unknown number of people 
wounded.

Iraqi security forces have been fighting a terrorist 
campaign by the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL/Daesh) since 2014. The terrorist group launched 
an offensive in June that year, overrunning territory and 
sending Iraqi troops on its path fleeing. But the Iraqi 
army later reorganized and managed to take back much 
of the territory from the ISIL terrorists. Popular defense 
groups also formed, joining the security forces in the op-
erations to retake lost territory.

A last urban bastion under the control of ISIL is Mosul, 
where a large-scale operation is underway to dislodge 
the terrorists.

But the terrorist outfit has managed to conduct spo-
radic attacks in areas across Iraq even as it has been los-
ing ground. Just on Tuesday, ten ISIL terrorists disguised 
as police officers entered the northern Iraqi city of Tikrit 
— a city they had overrun but then lost — and engaged 
in separate attacks that killed at least 31 people.

Also on Wednesday, and in Mosul, a car bomb ex-
ploded near a location used as a base by government 
forces, killing 11 troopers.

To the west of the city, Popular Mobilization Units 
(Al-Hashd Al-Sha’abi) foiled an attempted ISIL attack on 
their stations, killing 30 terrorists in the process.

On Tuesday, Prime Minister Heider al-Abadi said Iraqi 
people blamed the House of Saud regime for the terror-
ist bombings in their country, as many of the assailants 
conducting such bombings were Saudi nationals.

“Many Saudi nationals have carried out terrorist op-
erations in Iraq, and every Iraqi citizen has a right to be-
lieve that Saudi Arabia is a supporter of terrorism,” Abadi 
told Lebanon’s Al Mayadeen television channel.

  Dozens killed in wave of attacks in Iraq’s 
Tikrit

Elsewhere, dozens of people have been killed in a se-
ries of attacks in the northern Iraqi city of Tikrit, accord-
ing to security sources.

The overnight attacks on Wednesday came after 
several suspected ISIL terrorists infiltrated Tikrit, around 
170km north of the capital, Baghdad.

The attackers, who reportedly wore police uniforms 
and used a police vehicle to enter the city, targeted a 
security checkpoint and the house of a police colonel, 
who was killed with four members of his family, accord-
ing to officers.

Two suicide bombers detonated their vests when sur-
rounded by police, and three others were killed in sep-
arate clashes.

A total of 31 bodies were taken to hospital, including 
14 belonging to policemen, Nawfal Mustafa, a doctor at 

the city’s main hospital, told the Reuters news agency.
The death toll rose in the morning as more bodies 

were found, belonging to civilians killed in their shops. 
The violence, which also left at least 42 people 

wounded, prompted Tikrit authorities to declare a cur-
few in the city. Sporadic gunfire could still be heard on 
Wednesday morning.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility but 
ISIL terrorists have carried out similar attacks in Tikrit in 
the past, in an apparent diversionary tactic as Iraqi forc-
es push ahead with a United States-backed offensive to 
dislodge the group from the remaining districts under its 
control in Mosul, further north.           (Source: agencies)

Francois Fillon and Marine Le Pen have come in for harsh 
attacks from their French presidential election rivals during 
a televised debate over police investigations against them.

After two hours of debate on Tuesday among the 11 
candidates on unemployment, immigration and relations 
with Europe, two far-left candidates took off their gloves 
and challenged Fillon and Le Pen on judicial investigations 
against them.

“Since January, it’s just been a great campaign ... the 
more we dig, the more corruption there is, the more 
cheating there is,” Philippe Poutou, a fringe candidate, 
said.

He was referring to a press report in the satirical Le 
Canard Enchaine weekly, which was the first to allege that 
Fillon had been paying his wife huge sums of taxpayers’ 
money for work she had not properly carried out.

Fillon, a 63-year-old former conservative prime min-
ister, and his wife are being investigated over the allega-
tions, though they deny any wrongdoing.

Looking ill at ease, Fillon replied that he had made no 
mistakes and would not take questions on the allegations.

“I won’t be intimidated,” he said. “I’ll take you to court 

for that.”
Fillon was once frontrunner in the election, but after 

the fake jobs allegations emerged his ratings fell and he 
is now trailing in third place in the election first round, ac-
cording to opinion polls, which would mean elimination.

Poutou, a car factory worker who is expected to get 
only minimal support in the April 23 first round of the 
election, also had harsh words for Le Pen.

The National Front leader in February used her immu-
nity as European Union legislator to refuse to go to a po-

lice summons over allegations that she had made illegal 
EU payments to her staff.

“When you’re summoned by police, you go. There is 
no workers’ immunity,” said Poutou in a comment widely 
picked up on Twitter.

He was supported by another far-left candidate, Nath-
alie Arthaud, who said: “Supermarket cashiers can be fired 
just for stealing a voucher. There is a shocking discrepancy 
here.”

Le Pen, who like Fillon has denied wrongdoing, angrily 
responded, saying she was the victim of “political perse-
cution”.

“Is this a [police] interrogation? I thought this was a 
debate but it looks like the prosecutors are here,” she said.

Benoit Hamon, the Socialist Party candidate, who is 
unlikely to get beyond the election’s first round, mocked 
Le Pen for “playing the victim”.

Earlier on Tuesday, a judicial source said a separate in-
vestigation into the National Front’s finances in France’s 
northernmost region was under way.

Le Canard Enchaine said the inquiry targeted Le Pen’s 
campaign director, David Rachline.        (Source: agencies) 

British Prime Minister Theresa May has 
met with House of Saud regime’s Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Nayef, on a trip 
to ensure strong ties with the kingdom 
as Britain prepares to leave the Europe-
an Union.

Last month, May triggered Article 50 
of the Lisbon Treaty, formally starting a 
two-year process of negotiations that 
will lead Britain to leave the European 
Union after 44 years.

May was welcomed by senior Saudi 
officials after arriving in Riyadh’s King 
Khalid International airport on Tuesday.

She kicked off the two-day stay at 
the country by meeting Nayef, discuss-
ing ways to strengthen bilateral rela-
tions. They also touched on terrorism 
and the ongoing peace process in the 
Middle East. The premier was slated to 
meet King Salman on Wednesday.

London is seeking to become a 
leading partner of the monarchy in its 
Vision 2030 program, under which the 
Saudi leaders seek to reduce reliance 
on oil exports, hire more women and 
boost their culture.

Reforming the Saudi regime war 
machine, helping the kingdom diversify 
its economy and reduce its reliance on 
oil are some of the areas May is expect-
ed to discuss with Salman.

“These new partnerships, on de-
fense and security, trade and the econ-
omy, education, healthcare, culture and 
sport, evidence the breadth and depth 
of the UK’s relationship with Saudi Ara-

bia,” said May.
The prime minister also expressed 

her government’s full support for the 
Vision 2030, calling it “ambitious.”

Both Britain and Saudi Arabia have 
supported extremist militant groups 
that have been waging wars against the 
governments of Iraq and Syria over the 
past few years.

Britain has been one of the biggest 
suppliers of weapons to Riyadh for 
40 years, providing the Saudi rulers 
with advanced weapons throughout 
the kingdom’s ruthless war on Yemen, 
which has left thousands of women and 
children dead.

Britain exported more than £6.5 bil-
lion in goods and services to Saudi Ara-
bia in 2015, making it Britain’s largest 
trading partner in the Middle East.

Before heading to Saudi Arabia, May 
sought similar objectives in Jordan. She 
discussed terrorism and expansion of 
mutual ties with the country with the 
kingdom’s monarch, King Abdullah II.

In response to criticism about Lon-
don’s silence over the Saudi aggression 
against Yemen, May defended the Brit-
ish relationship with Saudi Arabia and 
said she had no problem bringing up 
the country’s human rights record dur-
ing the trip.

May also met Sarah al-Suhaimi, the 
head of the Saudi stock exchange.

She is scheduled to meet King Sal-
man on Wednesday.

(Source: agencies)

May discusses closer ties 
with Saudi crown prince
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census team in Lahore
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Bomb attack kills 31 in 
capital Baghdad café

Anti-Maduro protesters 
clash with police in Caracas
Venezuelan security forces have quelled masked protesters 
with tear gas, water cannon and pepper spray in Caracas 
after blocking an opposition rally against socialist President 
Nicolas Maduro.

The clashes began on Tuesday after authorities closed 
metro stations, set up checkpoints and cordoned off a 
square where opponents had planned their latest protest 
against the government and a crippling economic crisis.

In skirmishes on backstreets and highways around the 
capital, youths built barricades, burned rubbish and hurled 
rocks and bottles at soldiers and police. Various opposition 
leaders organized roadblocks.

Police used pepper spray on National Assembly head 
Julio Borges, two-time presidential candidate Henrique 
Capriles and rights activist Lilian Tintori, as they led pro-
testers onto highways and jostled at barricades, witnesses 
told Reuters.

Nine protesters were injured, including one who was 
shot in the leg, said Ramon Muchacho, mayor of one of 
Caracas’s districts. None of the injuries were life-threaten-
ing, he said.

Opposition activists said armed pro-government gangs 
joined the fray and opened fire.

In one street, kneeling women sang the national anthem 
as neighbors banged pots and pans from nearby buildings 
in a show of anger against a government they blame for a 
deep recession that has led to shortages of food, medicine 
and other supplies.

With thousands out on both sides, supporters of the 
54-year-old president organized their own rally, in a volatile 
scenario seen constantly during the 18 years of leftist rule in 
the South American nation.

Protests also were staged in other cities and more are 
planned across the country for Thursday.

The government accuses opposition parties of abetting a 
United States-led plot to topple Maduro, who has ruled Vene-
zuela since the 2013 death of Hugo Chavez.

Tensions have soared in the country’s long-running political 
standoff after the pro-Maduro Supreme Court last week an-
nulled the opposition-led Congress’ functions.

Although the court retracted that ruling over the weekend, 
the National Assembly remains powerless due to previous 
court judgments.

Foreign pressure on Maduro has risen as opposition pro-
tests resumed late last week.

“Here the world can see the dictatorial path Mr Maduro has 
chosen,” Capriles said.

Maduro says the U.S. government and other foes are whip-
ping up hysteria against him to lay the ground for a coup.

“From the north [the United States], they give the order to 
the defeated fascist right of Venezuela to fill the streets with 
violence and blood,” Maduro said on state TV.

The Organization of American States on Monday urged 
Venezuela to restore Congress’ authority and guarantee sepa-
ration of powers, but Venezuela’s representative walked out, as 
did the envoy from fellow leftist Bolivia, which holds the OAS 
(Organization of American States) presidency.

“The OAS has surpassed itself in aggression against Vene-
zuela,” Maduro said afterwards. “It is a real court of inquisi-
tion, carrying out abuses and vulgarities.”

Venezuela’s opposition won a National Assembly ma-
jority in late 2015, but the Supreme Court has overturned 
almost all its measures.                            (Source: agencies)

Ferguson, Missouri, 
declines to elect first 
black mayor
United States voters in Ferguson, Missouri, re-elected Mayor 
James Knowles III on Tuesday in the first election since the 
fatal shooting of Michael Brown in 2014.

Knowles — who rode out weeks of unrest after Brown, 
an unarmed teenager, was shot and killed by Ferguson po-
lice Officer Darren Wilson — defeated City Council member 
Ella Jones 56 percent to 44 percent, with all of the city’s 13 
precincts reporting. Jones, 62, would have become the first 
black mayor in the city’s 122 years had she been elected.

Tuesday’s election — the first chance that voters had had 
to weigh in since the nationally followed shooting — also 
came on the same day that U.S. Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions called for a review of court-ordered criminal justice re-
forms demanded by the Obama administration in Ferguson 
and numerous other cities.

Knowles, 37, is white. Like Jones, he campaigned on a 
promise to continue the changes and reforms instituted fol-
lowing a scathing report by the Justice Department, which 
accused police and the courts of systemic bias against poor 
black residents.

Ferguson is one of the smallest cities in the country to 
have negotiated a consent decree with the federal govern-
ment, and both candidates were mindful that any delay could 
undermine fragile efforts to create trust between the police 
department and skeptical segments of the community.

Ferguson’s mayor has less power than the city manager, 
but given the city’s recent history and its place in the national 
spotlight, the mayor has enormous power to shape public 
perceptions as the “face” of the city.

The fear now, with Knowles’ winning a third three-year 
term, is that residents, activists and protesters — already 
doubtful that anything will ever change — could harden 
their attitudes.

But Knowles argued that his experience would be valua-
ble guiding the city through a period of reform over the next 
three years with new council members, a new police chief 
and a new city manager.

Voters also overwhelmingly approved a measure to re-
quire police officers to wear body cameras at all times and 
to require the city to keep body camera video for at least 
two years.                                                

Ferguson officers have used the cameras since Brown 
was killed, but critics accused police of not wearing them 
consistently.                                         (Source: NBC News)

French election candidates clash in TV debate

Dozens killed in wave of attacks in Iraq’s Tikrit
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TEHRAN — Latvia welcomes devel-
opment of its transport cooperation 

with Iran, Latvian Transport Ministry’s State Secretary 
Kaspars Ozolins said in a meeting with Iranian Deputy 
Transport Minister Asghar Fakhrieh Kashan in Tehran, 
IRNA reported on Wednesday. 

During the meeting, attended by Edvins Berzins, 
the Chairman of the Supervisory Board of “RB Rail AS” 
(a joint venture between the three Baltic States), the 
two sides explored avenues of boosting bilateral rail-
way and road transportation ties.

Ozolins informed that the Latvian President Rai-
monds Vejonis plans to pay a visit to Iran within the 
next few months, adding enhancement of mutual ties 
in railway and logistics is of great importance for Lat-
via. 

Fakhrieh Kashan, for his part, expressed Iran’s ten-
dency towards cooperating with foreign private com-
panies in Iranian transport projects.

Underlining the essentiality of increasing Iran-Lat-
via transportation ties, he noted that the two countries 
can collaborate on railway and water transport as well 
as the North–South Transport Corridor.

The Iranian deputy minister also said that Latvian 
companies can cooperate on development of Iranian 
Chabahar port’s railway project.  

In a separate meeting, Berzins visited Hossein Ash-
ouri, a member of board of directors of Islamic Re-
public of Iran Railways (IRIR), where the Latvian official 
announced his country’s readiness for providing Iran 
with railway equipment.

Latvia welcomes expansion 
of transport co-op with IranE C O N O M Y
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Latvian Transport Ministry’s State Secretary Kaspars Ozolins(R) visited Iranian Deputy Transport Minister Asghar 
Fakhrieh Kashan in Tehran. 

No big bets ahead of 
Trump-Xi meeting; oil, 
metal prices firm
Caution prevailed across major markets on Wednesday before a 
potentially tense meeting between U.S. President Donald Trump 
and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping later this week, although 
metals and oil prices firmed on hope of better global demand.

Market participants will also see the release of minutes from 
the last U.S. Federal Reserve meeting in which the central bank 
decided to raise interest rates.

Overnight, Richmond Federal Reserve President Jeffrey Lack-
er abruptly left the U.S. central bank after admitting that a con-
versation he had with a Wall Street analyst in 2012 may have 
disclosed confidential information about Fed policy options.

The dollar lost its grip on earlier gains as concerns over a 
North Korean missile test worsened sentiment ahead of the 
summit between the U.S. and Chinese leaders.

Topping the agenda at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida 
will be whether he makes good on his threat to use U.S.-China 
trade ties to pressure Beijing to do more to rein in its nucle-
ar-armed neighbor North Korea, which is working to develop 
missiles capable of hitting the United States.

The dollar index, which tracks the U.S. currency against a 
trade-weighted basket of six peers, was down on the day at 
100.48 .DXY, as slumping U.S. Treasury yields also gave investors 
little incentive to buy dollars.

“The meetings are expected to be informal, unscripted dis-
cussions of how the two countries will address, but not immedi-
ately resolve, their differences,” said strategists at Morgan Stanley 
in a note to clients.

“Any commentary on how the US specifically wants to try to 
reduce the trade deficit with China will be watched by FX inves-
tors,” the strategists wrote.

European stocks were little changed on the day as the cau-
tious start to the second quarter continued. Oil and mining-re-
lated stocks were outperformers, lured higher by firmer com-
modities prices.

Oil climbed to a near one-month high on signs of a grad-
ual tightening in global oil inventories and on concern about a 
supply outage at a field in the United Kingdom’s North Sea that 
feeds into an international benchmark price.

(Source: Reuters)

Turkish banks are 
taking losses on mortgages 
after rate pressure
Turkey’s banks are issuing mortgages at a loss as the govern-
ment prioritizes revival of the housing market to spur growth.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, whose opposition to high 
interest rates is well known, began calling on commercial banks 
in August last year to slash their rates on mortgage loans. One 
after another, the banks obliged, cutting rates to below 1 per-
cent monthly. The problem for the lenders is that since then, 
their borrowing costs have risen considerably, a move they’re 
not passing on to home buyers.

In an effort to slow the depreciation of the lira and tame 
inflation that surged to a nearly nine-year high in March, the 
central bank has boosted its average cost of funding by about 
350 basis points since Erdogan first made his mortgage call. 
That increase has driven the rate the banks have to pay for 
three-month deposits, a key source of funding, to 11.30 per-
cent, or about 19 basis points higher than the average rate 
they charge on mortgages.

“Trying to keep monthly rates below the psychological level 
of 1 percent has led to a different pricing in mortgage loans, 
which is not very profitable for banks at the current funding 
costs,” said Cagdas Dogan, a banking analyst at BGC Partners 
Inc. in Istanbul. “The interest rate gap between mortgage loans 
and other consumer and commercial products is indeed at an 
all-time high.”

Housing loans constituted nearly 10 percent of total loans 
in Turkey’s banking system as of February, according to official 
data. The average rate of 11.11 percent for mortgages com-
pares with a rate of 16.66 percent for cash loans, 15.51 percent 
for commercial loans and 15.42 percent for vehicle loans, ac-
cording to data compiled by Bloomberg.

Banks use mortgages as a “hook product to be able to get 
commissions and sell other products,” said Bulent Sengonul, an 
analyst at Is Yatirim Menkul Degerler. “To protect their margins, 
private banks have recently increased their interest rates on 
mortgage loans slightly, but state banks are very competitive 
and still keep interest rates around 0.80 percent per month, 
which I think is not also very sustainable.”                                                    

(Source: Bloomberg)

Over 280 companies to 
attend FINEX 2017

TEHRAN — Over 280 companies will 
participate in the 10th edition of Iran’s 

International Exhibition of Exchange, Bank and Insurance 
(FINEX 2017), Yaser Fallah, director of Iran’s Securities and 
Exchange Organization’s public relations department, an-
nounced, IRIB reported.

The exhibition will be held at the Tehran Permanent Inter-
national Fairgrounds from April 15 to 18.

Fallah, who is also the chairman of capital market informa-
tion dissemination council, had previously said that alongside 
the Iranian participants the event will be hosting exhibitors 
from Europe and Asia.

The 10th exhibition’s main goals are increasing social 
awareness about finance industry and familiarizing people 
with various services provided by banks and insurance com-
panies, Fallah said.

Economically tied with high volume 
trade in crude oil and politically tied 
with similar interests for stability in the 

Middle East, especially Afghanistan, India 
and Iran have traversed a long and tumul-
tuous journey to maintain a healthy trade 
relationship. In an interview with Consul 
General, Hassan Nourian (HN), Consulate 
General of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hy-
derabad; The Dollar Business (TDB) explores 
current issues in the India-Iran bilateral rela-
tionship. Speaking about diverse areas from 
the ambiguity in payment settlement mech-
anisms to problems in basmati rice exports, 
the diplomat lucidly explains the dynamics 
in India-Iran relations.

India-Iran payments settlement is-
sues

To ensure smooth trade relations be-
tween India and Iran regardless of a series 
of international and American sanctions im-
posed against the middle-eastern nation, a 
rupee denominated payment mechanism 
was in place for years. When economic 
sanctions were lifted in 2015, Iran’s prefer-
ence towards the use of more convertible 
currencies like Euro for cross-border trade 
left its rupee account depleted. The expi-
ration of this long-running payment system 
caused some stress in trade relations be-
tween the two countries. 

 TDB: How are the unresolved is-
sues in payments settlement between 
India and Iran being dealt with? 

HN: The JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action) opened banking routes for 
Iran, and caused the old payment mech-
anism to become defunct. Opening up of 
SWIFT (a secure exchange network for in-
ter-bank transactions) to Iranian banks has 
supplemented current payment methods. 
Minor issues still exist between Iran and In-
dia, which are in the process of being re-
solved.

Some of the Iranian banks have submit-
ted proposals to the RBI asking for permits 
to open branches in India, particularly Par-
sian and Pasargad. Opening up of branches 
in India will go a long way in introducing 
ease in business between the two countries. 

 TDB: Iran seems apprehensive 
in the use of dollar for foreign trade. 
Which currency is being used currently? 

HN: There are different categories of 
sanctions, some imposed internationally 
and others specifically by the government 
of USA. The newly imposed international 
sanctions have been lifted recently by the 
United Nations Security Council, but the old 

American sanctions are not among these 
international sanctions.

The government of Iran is interested in 
diversifying its use of various currencies for 
foreign trade. With many countries, trans-
actions are made in their respective curren-
cy, for instance, Yuan with China and Euro 
with the EU. 

Chabahar Port – India’s key to Cen-
tral Asia 

Within a few months of the nuclear deal, 
India made significant headway in further-
ing India-Iran partnership by extending 
support in the development of Chabahar 
port. The transport-and-trade corridor pro-
ject meant to connect the two nations via 
Afghanistan is said to halve the costs and 
time of India’s reach to Europe and Central 
Asia for trade purposes. The move is likely 
to help India bypass Pakistan (creating an 
unencumbered trade route to territories 
beyond the troubling neighbor) and coun-
ter China’s growing influence in Central 
Asia. 

 TDB: What is the strategic signif-
icance of Chabahar port for India and 
Iran? 

HN: India, Iran and Afghanistan signed 
a tripartite agreement last year, during PM 
Narendra Modi’s visit to Tehran, to develop 
the Chabahar port into a transit hub. India 
has committed to a $500 million investment 
for the same.

Until 1947, Iran and India were neigh-
boring countries. Since the separation of 
Pakistan, India has not had a direct trade 
route connecting it with Central Asia and 
Afghanistan. Easy trade access to Central 
Asia is the prime strategic reason behind 
India’s investment in Chabahar port.

Chabahar is not only an economical-
ly beneficial area but also an important 
strategic area. Through investments from 
countries like India, Iran hopes to bring 
about the development of many undevel-
oped villages and cities in the Chabahar 
region. 

 TDB: What is India’s role in bring-
ing stability to Central Asia, weighed 
down by terrorism and extremism? 

HN: Our region is suffering from prob-
lems of extremism. Afghanistan, due to an 
unstable and weak government is a breed-
ing ground for terrorist groups to emerge 
and grow. Poverty and a weak economy 
are the root causes for the emergence of 
extremism.

Empowering business environment and 
economy in these regions can help secure 
the region from growing terrorism, and 
that is why investment in the Eastern part 

of Iran (Chabahar), which will provide a di-
rect link to Afghanistan and Pakistan, may 
help empower small groups of people with 
productive tools of education and business, 
cutting off their ties to extremist ideologies. 
Japan and China have also expressed in-
terest in investing in the Chabahar region. 

India-Iran trade in Basmati Rice 
The last few months of 2016 saw Indi-

an basmati rice exporters fret over multiple 
import barriers and price restrictions im-
posed by Iran, one of India’s largest export 
destinations for basmati rice. A total quan-
tity of 4.05 million tons exported in 2015-
16 is expected to drop to 3.8 million tons 
in 2016-17 due to a drop in the quantity 
imported by Iran.

“The India-Iran basmati rice issue is a 
technical one, not a political one,” the Con-
sul General said, taking cognizance of In-
dia’s basmati rice export concerns. 

 TDB: What is India’s share in 
Iran’s total import of basmati rice? 

HN: The quality of Indian Basmati rice 
(1121 is Iran’s preferred kind of basmati 
rice) is ideal and suitable for Iranian con-
sumption. As much as 700,000 tons of 
the Iranian annual basmati rice imports 
is sourced from India. Pakistan, Thailand, 
Vietnam and other European and Latin 
American countries account for the re-
maining 30% imports.

Many other countries are competing 
for India’s massive share in the pie. India 
must keep its prices competitive to secure 
its edge. 

 TDB: Why has the Rice Import-
er’s Association in Iran capped import 
prices at $850/ton?

HN: A price hike of 50% in October 
2016 caused Indian exporters to demand 
high prices ($950/ton) for their produce. 
This compromised affordability for the Ira-
nian citizen.

Iran has off-late cut down import tariffs 
on rice from 40% to 26%, to boost afforda-
bility. With the same objective, the Iranian 
Government recommends a price cap of 
$850/ton for rice imports. 

 TDB: Why does Iran temporari-
ly ban rice imports for a few months 
every year? 

HN: Iran imposes import restrictions not 
only on rice but on all agricultural products 
during their respective domestic harvest 
season. Averaging 3-4 months, the tempo-
rary barring of imports is a policy common 
to all of Iran’s agricultural produce. 

 TDB: What are some other con-
cerns regarding basmati rice trade be-
tween India and Iran apart from prices 

and temporary import restrictions? 
HN: India’s negligence in meeting qual-

ity standards raised a few red flags at Iran’s 
Health Ministry. Instances of some Indi-
an samples being laced with arsenic had 
aroused some quality concerns.

To override the triple hurdles of quality, 
price hike and seasonal import restrictions, 
a trade delegation from India had visited 
Iran in January 2017. During the high-pro-
file visit, India invited Iran for laboratory vis-
its to perform quality checks. 

India-Iran trade beyond crude
Iran is the third-largest exporter of 

crude oil to India after Saudi Arabia and 
Iraq. Consistent oil trade over the years has 
also contributed significantly to friendly In-
dia-Iran relations, despite stringent interna-
tional sanctions on the economy. In the first 
10 months of the fiscal year 2016-17, India 
imported crude worth $6.8 billion from 
Iran, making up for about 12% of India’s 
total crude import during the same period. 

 TDB: What impact will the oil 
price rise (due to the OPEC deal) have 
on India-Iran trade? 

HN: India, being a fast-developing 
nation, has a very high demand for ener-
gy (India’s crude oil imports grew 7.6% in 
quantity from 2014-15 to 2015-16). Com-
plementing this need, Iran is the most stable 
and resourceful country in the region for In-
dia to import oil reliably from.

Due to a drop in global prices of oil, the 
India-Iran trade volume dropped from $13 
billion in 2015 to $9 billion in 2016, despite 
an increase in the volume of oil imports 
by India from Iran. We do not wish for our 
economy to rely excessively on oil exports. 
With this objective, Iran has adopted the 
policy of a resistance economy. 

 TDB: India-Iran trade is mostly 
confined to crude oil. What are some 
other areas of focus for increasing bi-
lateral trade between the two nations? 

HN: More than 70% of the India-Iran 
trade is currently in crude oil. Rice, dal and 
other edibles make up for most of the re-
maining trade volume. Iran would like to go 
beyond this traditional trade relationship 
and engage with India in advanced sectors 
like IT, aerospace, biotechnology and phar-
maceuticals.

Hyderabad has immense potential for 
both industries, pharma and IT. About 70% 
of India’s manufacturing capacity in phar-
maceuticals is housed in Hyderabad. In fact, 
Chennai, Hyderabad and Bangalore are 
three of the Southern IT hubs which fall un-
der our jurisdiction.

(Source: thedollarbusiness.com)

TEHRAN — Iran exported 3.225 
million tons of crude steel during the 

first eleven months of the past Iranian calendar year 
1395 (March 20, 2016-February 18, 2017), register-
ing a 108 percent rise compared to the same period 
in its preceding year, IRNA reported on Wednesday. 

The country’s crude steel export stood at 1.554 
million tons during the first eleven months of 1394, 
the report added.

According to a January report published by the 
World Steel Association, Iran produced 17.89 million 
tons of crude steel in 2016, registering an 11 percent 
growth compared to the figure in 2015.

Iran’s crude steel output in 2015 stood at 16.14 
million tons, the report said. 

Maintaining its 2015 record the country ranked 
14th among global crude steel producers in 2016.

Also, Europe’s steel import from Iran has in-
creased by nearly eight times between 2013 and 
2016, placing the country at the third spot next to 
China and India.

It has made Iranian steel imports the latest threat 
to European steelmakers, Steel lobby group Eurofer 
said in mid February, Reuters reported. 

The country aims to increase total output to 55 
million tons and export between 20 and 25 million 
tons of steel annually by the end of its 1404 (March 
2025-March 2026) Outlook Plan.

As a major steel producer in the region, Iran 
boosted its steel mills across the country in recent 
years, as central Isfahan and southwestern Khuz-
estan provinces remain the major steel producers.

Oil, rice, Chabahar: India-Iran trade issues demystified

Crude steel export up 108% in 11 months

By Sneha Gilada
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TEHRAN — The price for Iranian 
oil has witnessed an almost $12 

rise in the first half of the first Iranian calendar 
month Farvardin (March 21-April 4) compared to 
the same period last year, Shana reported.

For instance, Iranian light crude was sold at 
$36.35 on March 25, 2016 while the commodity 
was traded at $47.57 on March 24, 2017 which 
shows an $11.22 increase year on year.

The situation is similar for the heavy crude 
price, Iranian heavy crude was traded at $34.18 
same time last year while this year it was sold at 
$48.63 on March 24; this indicates an over $14 rise 
on year. 

A deal reached on December 10 between mem-
bers of the Organization of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries and non-OPEC producers asserted 
that producers will lower output by nearly 1.8 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) aiming to ease a global 
glut that has weighed on oil prices for more than 
two years.

Although oil markets have been experiencing 
some up and downs lately but due to the positive 
effects of the OPEC, non-OPEC pact, the current 
prices are still way higher than those of the same 
time last year.

TEHRAN — Iran 
does not consider In-

dia’s decision to cut oil imports from 
Tehran in 2017/18 by a fifth a threat, 
ISNA quoted Oil Minister Bijan Namdar 
Zanganeh as saying on Wednesday.

According to sources close to Reu-
ters, Indian state refiners were going 
to cut oil imports from Iran, as New 
Delhi seeks to put pressure on Tehran 
to award the Farzad B gas field to an 
Indian consortium.

“India is one of our good costumers, 
but we cannot sign (a) contract under 
threat,” Zanganeh said.

“India’s cut of oil imports from Iran 
will not cause any trouble to us as we 
have other buyers,” he added.

Zanganeh said despite an extension 
of deadlines, India has not offered an 
acceptable proposal for the develop-
ment of the gas field.

“Their proposal was not profitable 

to Iran ... We sent (the) Indians a letter 
and told them we are keen to continue 
negotiations, but under sensible con-
ditions, not under threats.”

India, Iran’s biggest oil buyer after 
China, was among a handful of coun-
tries that continued to deal with the 
Tehran despite Western sanctions over 
its nuclear program.

A consortium headed by ONGC 
Videsh Ltd (OVL), the overseas invest-
ment arm of Indian explorer Oil and 
Natural Gas Corp, discovered Farzad B 
in the Farsi offshore block in 2008.

The consortium, which also includes 
Oil India and Indian Oil Corp, could not 
obtain permission to develop the field 
due to Western sanctions, but those 

sanctions were removed last year.
India and Iran had both been hope-

ful of wrapping up the Farzad B deal by 
March, although Zanganeh said Iran 
has asked other countries to submit 
their proposals for its development.

According to a Bloomberg report 
published on Tuesday, OVL intends to 
spend more than $3 billion on Iran’s 
Farzad-B natural gas block.

OVL last month submitted a revised 
plan to the Iranian government for the 
block, which the company will be able 
to develop within five years, Manag-
ing Director N.K. Verma told reporters 
in Mumbai on Tuesday. The Indian oil 
company is now waiting for feedback 
from Tehran, Verma said.

Oil hit a one-month high near $55 a 
barrel on Wednesday as a drop in U.S. 
crude inventories raised hopes that 
OPEC-led supply restraint is clearing 
a glut, while an outage at a UK North 
Sea oilfield lent support.

U.S. crude inventories fell by a 
more-than-expected 1.8 million bar-
rels last week, American Petroleum 
Institute data showed on Tuesday. The 
focus is now on whether the govern-
ment’s supply report on Wednesday 
confirms the decline.

“Should it confirm that U.S. crude 
stocks did indeed fall for what would 
only be the second time this year, 
it will mark the start of a sustained 
tightening in U.S. crude supplies,” 
said Stephen Brennock of oil broker 
PVM.

Global benchmark Brent crude 
had risen 50 cents to $54.67 a barrel 
by 0837 GMT. It reached $54.80 intr-
aday, the highest since March 8. U.S. 
crude was up 47 cents at $51.50.

Oil also gained after an outage at 
the 180,000-barrels-per-day Buzzard 
field in the North Sea. Buzzard is the 
largest field contributing to the For-
ties stream, the most important of the 
four crudes that underpin Brent.

An output cut from Jan. 1 led by 
the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries has helped Brent 

recover from a 12-year low near $27 
reached last year, although rising U.S. 
output and stubbornly high stocks 
have limited the rally.

OPEC and non-members includ-
ing Russia that joined the deal to cut 
supply by about 1.8 million bpd for 
six months until June are considering 
whether to extend the agreement.

The inventory surplus is likely to 
be eroded, even without a prolonged 
supply cut, analysts at JBC Energy said.

“In the event of OPEC/non-OPEC 
not extending the cuts into the sec-
ond half, the world would still contin-

ue to draw stocks at a mild pace of 
about 200,000 bpd until September, 
thereby lending support to prices 
one way or another,” JBC said.

Still, a rise in output in the United 
States - prompted in part by higher 
prices resulting from the OPEC-led 
cut - is likely to provide headwind for 
prices, analysts said.

U.S. drillers added oil rigs for an 
11th week in a row, energy services 
firm Baker Hughes said on Friday, as 
energy companies boost spending on 
new production.

(Source: Reuters)

Producers of liquefied natural gas 
(LNG), having shot themselves in the 
foot with oversupply, and facing calls 
for flexibility and greater competition 
from other fuels are taking on more 
risk and learning to trade, just like 
any other commodities dealers.

That’s a big change for a market 
long dominated by large producers 
such as Royal Dutch Shell and BP 
which provide major importers with 
fixed volumes under multi-decade 
contracts linked to the price of oil.

Under the protection of these lu-
crative locked-in deals, producers 
in Australia, Qatar, Russia and else-
where went on an investment spree 
that resulted in a huge supply over-
hang when demand in China and 
India developed more slowly than 
expected.

That, together with rising fuel com-
petition from coal and renewables, 

contributed to a more than 70 per-
cent crash in spot Asian LNG prices 
LNG-AS to under $6 per million Brit-
ish thermal units (mmBtu), increasing 
the pressure to grant more flexible 
contracts and better pricing options.

“The LNG market is changing 
rapidly, (and) the large volume long-
term contracts that traditionally un-
derpinned the development of the 
industry are today much more diffi-
cult to obtain,” said Steve Hill, exec-
utive vice president of Shell Eastern 
Trading, during a gas conference in 
Japan on Wednesday.

“LNG projects ... need to take 
more market risks,” he said.

In a sign of what might be ahead, 
Japan’s JERA - the biggest single 
importer of LNG - and France’s To-
tal have signed a deal with flexible 
volumes, based entirely on spot pric-
es, according to sources close to the 

matter.
Neither Total nor JERA responded 

to queries for comment.
Another thing about to change 

is that trading specialists - who buy 
commodities from producers to sell 
on to importers at a profit and who 
have so far played a smaller role in 
LNG than they do in oil or coal - are 
jumping into the game.

“People need to sit in the middle 
of the chain (to) provide the flexibil-
ity and meet the different customer 
needs,” said Mike Utsler, chief opera-
tions officers for Australia’s Woodside 
Petroleum.

Preparing to do just that, com-
modity merchant Trafigura this week 
launched a standard master sales and 
purchase agreement (MSPA) for LNG 
trade, something already well-estab-
lished in other commodities.

 (Source: Reuters)

Iran’s half-month oil price 
hikes near $12 yr/yr

Iran’s crude oil production 
at highest level in 7 years
A Reuters survey estimates that Iran’s crude oil production rose by 
10,000 bpd (barrels per day) to 3.77 MMbpd (million barrels per 
day) in March 2017—compared to the previous month.

The EIA (U.S. Energy Information Administration) estimates 
that Iran’s crude oil production rose by 20,000 bpd to 3,800,000 
bpd in February 2017—compared to the previous month. Pro-
duction has risen 0.5 percent month-over-month and 24.6 per-
cent year-over-year. Iran’s crude oil production is at the highest 
level in seven years.

Iran was able to increase its production after the U.S. lifted 
sanctions on the country in January 2016. 

Lower crude oil prices have a negative impact on crude oil 
and gas producers’ earnings like National Iranian Oil Company, 
Northern Oil & Gas (NOG), ExxonMobil (XOM), ConocoPhillips 
(COP), and Stone Energy (SGY).

Iran’s Oil Ministry reported that the country exported 3.05 
MMbpd of crude oil and other liquids between February 20, 2017 
and March 20, 2017. It’s the highest level since 1979, according to 
Bloomberg surveys. Iran targets to produce 5 MMbpd by 2021. 
The rise in foreign capital investment in oil and gas exploration 
and production activity will support oil production.

National Iranian Oil Company estimates that Iran targets to 
produce 4.7 MMbpd of crude oil by 2022. The country plans to 
drill 500 new wells over the next five years. Iran’s crude oil produc-
tion averaged 3.5 MMbpd and 2.8 MMbpd in 2016 and 2015, 
respectively.

Iran is OPEC’s third-largest crude oil producer after Saudi Ara-
bia and Iraq. The country was exempt from the production cut 
after major producers’ production cut deal. Any rise in crude oil 
production and exports from Iran will pressure crude oil prices.

(Source: Market Realist)
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Iran not concerned by Indian threat to cut oil imports: Zanganeh
S.Korea’s Lotte Group 
aims to list Malaysian 
petrochemical unit in Q3 
South Korean conglomerate Lotte Group plans to list its Malaysian 
petrochemical unit in the third quarter, company filings show, in 
an initial public offering that sources say could raise as much as 
$1.5 billion.

The listing could be one of the biggest IPOs in years in Malay-
sia, which has not seen any listing of $1 billion and above since the 
$1.5 billion IPO of Astro Malaysia Holdings in 2012.

In a filing on the Korea Exchange on Tuesday, the conglomer-
ate’s unit, Lotte Chemical Corp, said it plans to list subsidiary Lotte 
Chemical Titan Holding on the Bursa Malaysia stock exchange.

Lotte Chemical said it plans to offer up to 740.48 million shares 
in its Malaysian unit, with an over-allotment option for up to 55.54 
million shares.                                                      (Source: Reuters)

Oil hits one-month high near $55 on tighter supplies

LNG producers turn to trading, risk taking to maintain market share 

N.I.O.C
1395.5503

National Iranian
Drilling Company

Brief discription of subject:
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends to purchase its 
requirements from qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender ( semi-pressed) upon following terms and 
conditions:
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:

   The evaluation is based on  article ( J ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets 
qualitative evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.

B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:

In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to SIBA account number    
2174652205004 of NIDC in Bank Meli Iran and providing the  original deposit receipt.
Reciving of documents:
Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum 2 week      
after the date of second publication in person at the following address:A) Hall No.:316,3 th floor, Foreign 
Procurement Dept.(DRILLING PROJECTS). National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN 
B) jomhouri street .yaghma alley nioc 8th building floor on : 04 room on 428 –Tehran-iran.
Note 01: only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment department 
in due date will be known as tenderer from tender committee.
Note 02:the tender would be held in a tight period so the participants. should hand over all prequalification documents along with 
all enveiopes (A.B.C)before closing date.

C) Delivery of call quality evaluating including prequalification documents and envelopes (A.B.C)shoud be submited before 
closing date:
Tenderers shall submit the completed documents including qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary 
within 45 days from last day of document recived deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1th floor ,Tender Committee, 
Building operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN. 
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee: 
A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central     
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company. 
Duration of credit guarantee:
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.
More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR

Foreign Procurement Dept. (DRILLING PROJECTS)
National Iranian Drilling Company
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Thoughtless actions 
that provoke terrible 
consequences

April 6 marks the 100th anniversary of the U.S. entry 
into World War I — a war that claimed the lives of 
about 38 million people. It is correctly known as 

the “war about nothing,” so why was it fought? The United 
States entered the war near the end, after much of Europe 
had been bled into exhaustion. Relatively speaking, U.S. 
deaths were few, about 118,000 from all causes, but a great 
tragedy for each of the families that suffered a loss.

The war began after the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria by Yugoslav nationalist Gavrilo Princip 
in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914. This act caused Austria to 
declare war on Serbia, which caused Serbia’s ally, Russia, to 
declare war on Austria, which caused Austria’s ally, Germany, 
to declare war on Russia. France was Russia’s ally, causing 
Germany to also declare war on France, and Britain was 
France’s ally, so it declared war on Germany, and so forth, 
until nations across the globe were involved.

There was no great principle at stake. The global 
bloodbath took place because none of the leaders could 
think beyond stage I — that is, they failed to evaluate the 
possible consequences of each step they took. Part of 
the tragic irony is that the leaders of three of the major 
protagonists, Emperor Wilhelm II of Germany, Emperor 
Nicholas of Russia, and King George V of the United 
Kingdom were all cousins (grandsons of Queen Victoria), 
who, even though on speaking terms, because of personal 
pride, were unable to say “this is madness” and reason 
together — so 38 million people died. But that was just 
the beginning.

World War I caused the end of the old order, which 
had brought increasing world prosperity up to 1914. The 
collapse of the ruling structures and institutions during and 
at the end of the war, along with unreasonable demands 
on Germany for reparations, caused many to embrace 
those who would have normally been considered crackpot 
demagogues — Hitler, Lenin, Stalin, Mao and others with 
their idiotic ideologies — notably Nazism and communism. 
The British economist Lord Keynes warned in his classic, 
“Economic Consequences of the Peace,” that the new 
world order being constructed by the victors at the end of 
World War I, including the American president, Woodrow 
Wilson, would lead to more instability than stability — and 
unfortunately, he was right.

 The new instability
The new instability resulted in World War II, in which it 

is estimated that more than 60 million people were killed, 
almost double World War I losses, or about 3 percent of 
the world population at the time. Tens of millions more 
were killed after the war by the various purges and famines, 
primarily caused by the communist regimes. Somewhere 
between 100 million and 200 million people lost their lives 
in the wars of the 20th century, including those who were 
killed by their own governments — all stemming from a few 
bad decisions in 1914.

There is tendency to think that our leaders are now more 
enlightened and beyond making decisions without carefully 
thinking through all of the possible consequences. The Viet-
nam War did not work out as planned by Lyndon Johnson. 
There was the double failure of the Bush administration to 
obtain the real facts before invading Iraq, and then realisti-
cally plan for the consequences of victory. The Obama ad-
ministration compounded the error by not thinking through 
the consequences of removing all of the U.S. troops pre-
maturely from Iraq, and not thinking through the conse-
quences of getting rid of 
Col. Moammar Gadhafi 
in Libya. Economists and 
mathematicians have de-
veloped elaborate game 
theory models, which are 
used to understand better 
the probabilities of out-
comes of many different 
choices, and the outcomes 
of those choices. There are 
computers that can beat 
chess champions, but I ex-
pect there are few, if any, 
computers with such capability in the State Department and 
in the U.S. Capitol.

Those who pushed, wrote, and passed the Obamacare 
legislation are prime examples of people who were unable 
or unwilling to think through the consequences of their 
proposals — whose predictable failures were obvious to the 
more thoughtful. Rarely do those who advocate higher taxes 
think through and understand all of the cascading effects 
of tax increases. The Democrats threw away the majorities 
they had eight years ago by ignoring the predictable effects 
of the policies they proposed and put in place. Former 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid is a prime example of 
a politician who was unable to think beyond Stage I. For 
instance, his shortsighted decision to get rid of the filibuster 
rule for confirmation of appellate judges and other high-
level government officials has now come back to bite in a 
big way his successor, Sen. Chuck Schumer, who now seems 
intent to compound the error by attempting to filibuster 
Judge Neil Gorsuch.

Historians rightly criticize the political leadership and 
many of the generals in World War I. What is most frightening 
is that the current crop of world leaders, including many in 
the U.S. Congress, seem no wiser, and perhaps even less 
so, than those who brought the world to the unspeakable 
misery of the 20th century, starting with World War I.

(Source: The Washington Times)
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There is tendency 

to think that our 

leaders are now 

more enlightened 

and beyond 

making decisions 

without carefully 

thinking through 

all of the possible 

consequences.

The leading presidential candidate, Emmanuel 
Macron, is admired for his listening skills, a trait that 
young French voters cite as the most important 
leadership quality.

When young voters in France were recently polled 
about the main attribute they expect of a president, the 
vast majority said listening. That quality of good leader-
ship came out ahead of other concerns, such as a presi-
dent’s honesty, background, or policies. The poll may 
help explain why the current favorite to win the coming 
presidential election is Emmanuel Macron, a man whom 
supporters often describe as a good listener.

Macron, who is running as an independent, claims 
French politics is broken, a result of career politicians not 
keeping their promises or failing to listen to voters. He 
is right on that score. Neither of the traditional parties 
that have governed France for decades are expected to 
be represented in the run-off, which will be held May 7. 
His main opponent, far-right National Front candidate 
Marine Le Pen, is expected to win a plurality of votes in 
the first round on April 23, beating 10 other candidates, 
but then lose in a second-round face-off with Macron.

A former economy minister with little electoral experi-
ence, Macron is not simply a weather-vane politician. He 
is clearly pro-European Union and favors the free mar-
ket. But after consulting with local committees around 

France, he promised a “profound democratic revolution” 
that would strip away many powers of elite politicians. 
He calls his party En Marche! (In Motion!), which he 
claims is neither left nor right. If he wins, he would be 
France’s youngest president.

Macron does not believe a politician should be a 
“savior” but rather someone who constantly earns the 
trust of voters. He described his ideas about leadership 
in a recent interview with the German daily Spiegel: “A 
president should not govern. He should transcend par-
tisan lines, delegate to those responsible and appoint 

the right people. Nor should he act as though he were 
responsible for everything or as if he could handle it all 
on his own. Above all, a president is a guarantor of the 
institutions. He sets the overall direction.”

His approach seems aligned with current theories 
about leadership. Harvard University scholar Barbara 
Kellerman, for example, describes a “transforming” style 
of leadership as one in which “leaders and followers raise 
one another to higher levels of motivation and moral-
ity.” And in their courses on listening, Robert George 
of Princeton University and Cornel West of Harvard 
describe the highest virtues of a democratic society as 
“intellectual humility, openness of mind, and, above all, 
love of truth.”

These virtues, the two professors wrote in a recent 
manifesto, “will manifest themselves and be strength-
ened by one’s willingness to listen attentively and re-
spectfully to intelligent people who challenge one’s be-
liefs and who represent causes one disagrees with and 
points of view one does not share.”

If Macron wins, he can thank young French voters. 
They are a generation that feels empowered by their 
digital connections and demand a listening president, 
one who engages closely with followers in finding a 
common purpose.

(Source: The CSM)

The quality that may sway France’s election 

Attempts by the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG) in Iraq to expand 
its territory, while inching its way 
toward independence, may augur more 
difficulties for Turkey in a region where it 
already faces multiple problems.

Amicable ties with the KRG — one of 
the few friends Turkey has left in the region 
— remain important for Ankara and 
ensure measured Turkish responses to 
such moves by Erbil, the capital of Iraqi 
Kurdistan.

Given the antipathy Turkish nationalists 
have for all things Kurdish, however, 
the situation could spin out of control 
with unexpected developments on the 
ground, leaving Ankara with yet another 
hostile neighbor on its borders.

The first signs of potential crisis 
between Ankara and Erbil came when 
the Kurdish-dominated provincial council 
in the oil-rich city of Kirkuk decided, as 
part of this year’s Nowruz celebrations, to 
raise the Kurdish flag alongside the Iraqi 
flag over the city’s historic citadel and 
other official institutions.

This alarmed Turkey, where nationalist 
sensitivities prevail when it comes to 
Kirkuk, which is widely believed to 
be a historic Turkmen city even if its 
demography was altered by the Kurds 
after the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003.

Turkish nationalist lore also says Kirkuk 
was unfairly pried away from Turkey after 
World War I by the great powers. The 
feeling that it belongs by right to Turkey 
continues to be pervasive.

The Turkmen members of the 
provincial council boycotted the vote 
on raising the Kurdish flag while Arab 
members, barring one, voted against it.

Turkish nationalists were already 
agitated by the visit of KRG 
President Massoud Barzani to Istanbul 
on Feb. 26 for talks with President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan when the Kurdish flag 
was raised at Istanbul’s airport on 
Barzani’s arrival.

In its statement regarding the Kurdish 
flag in Kirkuk, the Turkish Foreign Ministry 
expressed “concern” over this “incorrect” 
development.

“We consider this decision … as a 
unilateral act that directly concerns 
the disputed status of Kirkuk and that 
contradicts the Iraqi Constitution,” the 
statement said, warning that it could 
jeopardize “efforts to ensure lasting 
security and stability in Iraq,” and calling 
for “common sense, responsibility and 
restraint” to prevail.

The idea of an independent Kurdistan 
remains a red line for Turkey, which fears 
it will prompt its own restive Kurds to seek 
secession.

 Ankara’s dilemma
Ankara’s dilemma, however, is that 

it relies on its good ties with the KRG 
for economic reasons, which includes 
cooperation in the energy field, as well as 
political and security reasons.

Barzani remains a potential bulwark 
for Turkey against the spread of the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) 
in northern Iraq — especially in the Sinjar 
region. He is also a Sunni ally against 
the Shiite-dominated administration in 
Baghdad, with which Ankara has serious 
differences, especially over Mosul.

Ankara is not alone, though, in 
sounding a warning over Kirkuk. The 
central government in Iraq has also said 

that the KRG does not have the authority 
to raise the Kurdish flag there, while the 
Iraqi parliament voted to repeal the Kirkuk 
provincial council’s decision.

Turkish Prime Minister Binali 
Yildirim held a phone conversation 
with his Iraqi counterpart, Haider al-
Abadi, to discuss the issue  —  despite 
the chill in ties between Ankara and 
Baghdad. Yildirim later told CNN Turk 
that Ankara and Baghdad were in 
agreement on this issue.

The UN and Iran have also weighed in to 
oppose the Kurdish flag in Kirkuk. Kurdish 
officials, however, remain unperturbed. 
“It is impossible for Kurdistan’s flag to be 
lowered again,” said Rebwar Talabani, the 
acting head of the provincial council.

Turkish feathers were ruffled even 
further when KRG officials made it known 
in the presence of UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Gutteres  — immediately after 
the raising of the flag in Kirkuk — that 
they would hold a referendum on 
independence in the near future.

Hemin Hawrami of the Iraqi 
Kurdish presidency told reporters 
that Gutteres had been informed during 
his recent visit to Erbil of their intention 
to hold this referendum “at the earliest 
possible time.”

The situation was further aggravated 
when the Kirkuk provincial council voted 
earlier this week to hold a referendum on 
the annexation of the city by the KRG.

 Wrong steps
Using relatively mild language, 

Erdogan’s spokesman, Ibrahim Kalin, 
told reporters in Ankara that these were 
“wrong steps” at a time when Iraq was 
passing through a fragile period.

KRG Spokesman Safin Dizayi, who is 
also a senior figure in Barzani’s Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP), insisted, however, 
that Kurds would seek independence, but 

said they wanted this to be a “friendly 
separation.”

Dizayi — who is a well-known figure 
in Ankara, where he served as KDP 
representative — told the daily Hurriyet  
: “our only option is independence for 
Iraqi Kurdistan under these conditions,” 
Dizayi said, stressing that they wanted to 
achieve it through friendly negotiations 
with Baghdad.

Cagri Erhan, who lectures in 
international affairs at Istanbul’s 
Kemerburgaz University, says that 
maintaining Iraq’s territorial integrity has 
vital priority for Turkey because it will 
ensure regional stability and prevent the 
spread of terrorism.

Erhan also insists that “the right to self-
determination does not mean that any 
community can declare independence 
when it likes.” He argues that under 
prevailing circumstances holding an 
independence referendum will be difficult 
for the KRG. Erhan also maintains that 
these latest steps by the Iraqi Kurds have 
more to do with their own domestic 
political squabbles than anything else.

Ilnur Cevik, Erdogan’s adviser on 
international affairs, also believes that 
Barzani is playing to a domestic gallery. 
He says the ruling KDP faces great 
opposition from other Kurdish parties in 
northern Iraq, such as the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK), led by Jalal Talabani, 
and the Goran movement.

“In order to show that they are a step 
ahead of Barzani, Talabani’s men first got 
the provincial council to vote to raise 
the flag in Kirkuk, and then ruled on the 
annexation of the city to the Kurdish 
region,” said Cevik, who has had extensive 
business dealings with the KRG.

“Barzani for his part suggested an 
independence referendum to show the 
Kurdish public that he is one step ahead,” 

Cevik added.
Developments also belie the view that 

the call for an independence referendum 
is the result of rivalry between the main 
Kurdish groups. KDP and PUK officials 
appeared to have put this rivalry aside 
over the weekend when they met 
in Erbil to determine a timetable for 
the referendum. They also reflected 
a common position regarding Kirkuk.

Given existing difficulties, Iraqi Kurdish 
plans for independence may remain 
wishful thinking for the foreseeable 
future, even if a referendum is held for 
symbolic reasons, or to strengthen Erbil’s 
hand against Baghdad.

But the task of putting Iraq together 
again remains a daunting one, with no 
assurance of success. Circumstances 
could therefore leave Turkey facing 
another regional fait accompli in the end.

In a late development April 4, 
Erdogan called for the Kurdish flag raised 
in Kirkuk to be “pulled down immediately,” 
saying that “Kirkuk, with its Turkmens, 
Arabs and Kurds, belongs to everyone.”

Addressing the Iraqi Kurds without 
naming them, he warned them that 
claiming Kirkuk the way they were doing 
would come at a high cost.

Erdogan was speaking at a rally in 
the Black Sea city of Zonguldak where 
he was canvassing for the upcoming 
constitutional referendum, which he 
hopes will make him Turkey’s executive 
president.

Given Erdogan’s close ties to Barzani, 
many considered his remarks to be aimed 
essentially at the nationalist audience at 
home that he is relying on for a strong return 
from the April 16 referendum that would 
give the Turkish presidency greater powers.

Nevertheless, his remarks demonstrat-
ed the potential volatility of the situation.

(Source: Al Monitor)

Anger in Ankara over Iraqi 
Kurdish independence moves

The idea of an independent Kurdistan remains a red line for Turkey, 

which fears it will prompt its own restive Kurds to seek secession.

Kurdish peshmerga forces celebrate Nowruz in Kirkuk, Iraq, March 20, 2017.

Emmanuel Macron
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The following article first appeared 
at Al Akhbar, on 3rd April 2017, in 
Arabic. Here is a translated version 
of the article into English. The arti-
cle was written by Ibrahim al-Amin, 
Editor in Chief of Al Akhbar news-
paper. It is important to note that 
this story has not yet been fully 
confirmed: 

“The announcement by the 
White House that the fate of Syri-
an President Bashar al-Assad is de-
cided by the Syrian people was not 
surprising. It has introductions date 
back to the beginning of last fall, on 
the eve of (and after) the election 
of Donald Trump as President of the 
United States, replacing President 
Barack Obama, who had reached 
the point of preparing for a military 
strike against the Syrian govern-
ment in the summer of 2013.

Two years ago and earlier, voices 
in the West rose in protest against 
policies in Syria. It’s not just what’s 
going on in Europe. Contrary to 
the prevailing impression that the 
American majority is not interested 
in what is happening in the Levant, 
and that the political, military and 
security departments are prevent-
ing any discussion; information and 
deliberations show that the debate 
is raging day after day, but there 
are those who are closing the doors 
and eyes.

What the presidential election re-
vealed about the professional crisis 
experienced by the American media 
in all its diversity, also reflected the 
deep moral crisis that afflicts this 
media, which is dominated by pow-
erful forces in the administration 
and the economy. Even its cultural 
elites, appear more superior than 
those in the decision-makers. It is 
a supremacy that has become gen-
eralised in many countries of the 
world. The results of the US presi-
dential election showed the media’s 
inability to hold on to the public’s 
trends all the time.

Tulsi Gabbard, a member of the 
Congress from Hawaii, and a mem-
ber of the Democratic Party. She 
had already made opinions that 
seemed to be critical (or controver-
sial) about what was going on in our 
countries. Ms. Tulsi, whose her voice 
is prominent in the media and insti-
tutions, has been one of the most 
unpopular voices to the influential 
administration. She decided to get 
a closer look at the reality of what 
is happening over here, especially 
in Syria.

Mid summer, last year, the idea 
of visiting Syria on a fact-finding trip 
was ready. The arrangements were 
in place for the possibility of the visit 
in last October. It took some organ-
ising, from financing the trip, to ar-
ranging the agenda, to getting the 
congressional House Ethics Com-
mittee’s approval for the visit.

Arrangements were completed 
late summer. But what happened 
was that Gabbard, known to the 
team of strong candidate Donald 
Trump, was involved in the elec-
tions. She was never impressed 
with Hillary Clinton, and explicitly 
supported Democratic candidate 
Bernie Sanders, something that 
caught the attention of the Trump 
electoral team. After the latter won 
the election, he discussed with his 

team the possibility of convincing 
Gabbard to take up a senior gov-
ernment post in his new adminis-
tration. During the communication 
and research, Trump learned of her 
intention to visit Syria.

He asked her to delay the visit 
until his inauguration, because he 
had something to say to her.

Gabbard agreed to postpone 
her trip. On November 21st, 2016, 
President-elect Donald Trump re-
ceived her for more than two and 
a half hours. She told him that she 
could not postpone the visit any 
more, and that her program was 
scheduled for mid-January between 
Syria and Lebanon, and that she 
would be there (in Syria & Lebanon) 
on the day he (Trump) officially took 
office. She gave him congratula-
tions in advance and apologised for 
not being able to attend the inau-
guration ceremony.

During the meeting, he asked her 
to explain her point of view about 
the situation in Syria and Iraq. After 
hearing it, he informed her that he 
agreed with her analysis. She told 
him that she was working on the 
preparation of data to enact a law 
that would prevent Americans from 
cooperating with anyone who has 
direct or indirect links with terror-
ist groups in the world, especially 
Da’esh organisation.

Trump asked her: “Are you going 
to meet Assad in Damascus”?

 She answered him: “Most 
likely”

Trump said:
“Well, ask him if he is ready to 

communicate with us, and I am 
ready to call him by phone. How-
ever, it should be known from now 
on that cooperation will be under 
the “Fighting Da’esh” title. He’ll 
find that the demand to remove 
him from office is not in my inter-
ests. And such slogan will gradually 
disappear from (media) circulation. 
However, direct communication 
and the abolition of sanctions are 
time-consuming, and it is impor-
tant to know how he’ll act and how 
willing he is to cooperate with us in 
isolation from the Russians and the 
Iranians. We must change our pol-
icy towards Assad. Direct contain-
ment may be useful. The man has 
remained in power. Reality tells us 
that we have to deal with him if we 
really want to confront Da’esh”.

Trump, as a pragmatic president, 
believes that Obama’s policy has ru-
ined American influence in the Mid-
dle East. His predecessor has the re-
sponsibility to leave the region open 
to Russian influence, arguing that 
his administration must return and 
participate in the administration of 
the region, especially in Syria and 
Iraq. In this context, Trump wants 
to change all the policies of the ad-
ministration, the foreign policies as 
well as the internal ones. He pledg-

es no confrontation with Russia, and 
wants to besiege Iran and end the 
effects of the nuclear agreement, 
even without abandoning it. He 
believes that Syria is the arena for 
understandings/deals with Russians 
and others.

Trump believes that Da’esh is the 
main danger to everyone. He is 
sure of the role of Saudi Arabia, Qa-
tar and Turkey in supporting Da’esh 
and all branches of al-Qaeda. De-
spite his hatred of Iran, he believes 
that it’s the most serious state in 
fighting Da’esh. He doesn’t want a 
fundamental political change only, 
but he wants to change the whole 
strategy, so he believes it is impor-
tant to focus on Da’esh now and ig-
noring all other goals, including the 
goal of overthrowing Assad.

He knows he has many adversar-
ies in America, from parties to the 
media and intelligence, down to a 
part of the army. But he does not 
want to go renege on this policy.

After her meeting with Trump, 
Gabbard wanted to step up prepa-
rations for the travel. But what hap-
pened was the start of a campaign 
to disrupt her trip to Syria, inside 
the United States, through CIA and 
FBI agents. Communications got in 
touch with all those involved in the 
visit to persuade them to abandon 
it. The Foreign Ministry also began 
to confront Gabbard’s trip.

The U.S. ambassador to Beirut, 
Elizabeth Richard, received what 
seemed to be “instructions” that she 
had to hamper the visit. She has al-
ready told Congress, and then upon 
her arrival in Lebanon, that her 
mission is confined to confronting 
Hezbollah and the Syrian govern-
ment. She was not welcoming the 
congresswoman’s visit, but she did 
not know – officially – the purpose 
of the visit. She assumed that she 
would be the referee’s authority to 
control the visit, fix appointments, 
and place prohibitions.

It was not late for the ambassa-
dor to be surprised by a message 
opposite to her wishes. She is al-
ready living in a state of great ten-
sion because of its administration’s 
decision to freeze her work with 
other diplomats in the world. She 
was not in the process of develop-
ing a serious program (to the vis-
it). But Gabbard herself asked her 
assistant team to inform the US em-
bassy in Beirut that she did not want 
them to participate in the prepara-
tions or even the arrangements. “I 
do not want anything from the em-
bassy there,” she told her team. “No 
security protection, no logistical 
procedures, no hosting, no sched-
uling, no participation in visits”. The 
US ambassador was informed.

The ambassador thought she 

had to move quickly. With the ar-
rival of the congressional assistants 
to Beirut a few days earlier, Ambas-
sador Richard asked to meet with 
them at the embassy and brought 
the security official to explain de-
tails of the serious situation in Leb-
anon with certain recommenda-
tions. The security official offered 
Gabbard would stay at the guest 
house at the embassy. Once again, 
the Ambassador in Lebanon was 
shocked. Gabbard’s assistants told 
her that neither they are interested 
in the offer nor wanted anything 
from her (the Ambassador), and 
that Gabbard preferred her visit to 
be far from all forms of the usual 
protocol. She wanted to choose 
who to meet, where and how.

The security guards at the em-
bassy pressed for conditions, from 
the name of the Lebanese official 
security agency, which will accom-
pany the US Member of Represent-
ative (Gabbard) while in Lebanon, 
with an explanation of the areas 
she can never visit (the red zone) 
or those that are preferred only by 
day (yellow zone) and those open 
day and night (the green zone). The 
security officer at the embassy then 
deposited a number of telephone 
numbers to call them when nec-
essary, saying in a confident lan-
guage: “We have units scattered all 
over Lebanon ready to intervene 
whenever necessary”.

On Saturday January 14, Gab-
bard left the US capital for Beirut 
airport. Gabbard, accompanied by 
her husband, a wealthy, Indian-born 
cinematographer, Abraham Wil-
liams, and the accompanying del-
egation arrived on Sunday. Her 

assistants were waiting for her, ac-
companied by a force from the em-
bassy security service of the Inter-
nal Security Forces (ISF), which had 
been made available after contact 
with (the Lebanese) Interior Minis-
ter Nihad al-Mashnouk. From the 
airport, the convoy headed directly 
to the Yarzeh area to obtain a visa 
to Syria from the Syrian embassy 
there. The Syrian ambassador to 
Lebanon, Ali Abdul Karim, hosted 
them pending the completion of 
visa papers.

What happened was that the 
convoy of the American guest 
chose a short route to reach the 
Yarzeh area. This means that she 
crossed the southern suburb (of 
Beirut), classified within the red 
zone (for the U.S. Embassy authori-
ties). As she passed the district, she 
asked: “Where are we”? 

 “We are in the area of Hez-
bollah”

Gabbard: “But where are the mil-
itary bases and the gunmen”?

“These things do not exist at all”, 
they answered her.

She asked again: “Are you sure 
that we are going through an area 
completely controlled by Hezbol-
lah”?

Answer: “Yes! and within minutes 
we will be in an area completely 

under the control of the Lebanese 
army, and there is the office of the 
Syrian ambassador and his house”.

Over there, a force from the Leb-
anese (al-Fohud [Cheetahs]) squad 
of the ISF arrived. Security officials 
at the US Embassy were unhappy 
with the use of the Lebanese em-
bassy security. Their information in-
dicates that it is under the influence 
of Hezbollah, and that they prefer 
“Cheetahs” squad. Gabbard’s assis-
tants accepted the order, but when 
she arrived at her room in a hotel 
in the capital, the American ambas-
sador called to meet her. But Gab-
bard apologised, repeating: “I do 
not want anything from the (U.S.) 
embassy”.

On Monday morning at 8:00 AM, 
the motorcade starts their trip from 
the hotel directly towards the Syrian 
border. At al-Masna’ border check-
point, the convoy heads towards a 
point where a Syrian security team 
was giving an easy access to the 
VIP lounge, where members of the 
Presidential Palace, headed by a 
Syrian presidential delegate, were 
waiting with the motorcade. While 
Lebanese security remained at the 
border, Gabbard and the delega-
tion went directly to meet President 
Bashar al-Assad.

Assad received her with his usual 
smile. Shook hands with the mem-
bers of the delegation, and asked 
her about the trip, and then she en-
tered directly into the conversation:

“I’m here on a fact-finding visit. I 
want to visit more than one area in 
Syria if it was possible, and to meet 
people on the ground. I would like 
an assist in providing reliable and 
documented data on who supports 
terrorist organisations, especial-
ly Da’esh and Al Qa’eda. I am here 
with the approval of Congress, and I 
intended to attend months ago, but 
the postponement came at the re-
quest of President Trump himself. “

Gabbard then mentioned her vi-
sion of the situation in Syria and the 
region to Assad. “I met President 
Trump before coming over here,” 
she said. “I bring you a message 

from him. He asked me to tell you 
his thoughts and ideas about the 
region, and he asked for something 
else directly. “

Assad continued to listen, and 
Gabbard continued presenting her 
point of view and what she heard 
from the US president-elect. She 
repeated the administration’s com-
ments on the policies of its allies in 
Syria, from Saudi Arabia to Turkey 
to the rest of the Gulf states. She 
told him that Trump’s absolute pri-
ority was to fight Da’esh. He will 
take into account his approach to 
Iran. It is a very serious country in 
the fight against Da’esh. President 
Trump wants a radical change in 
America’s policy toward Syria and 
the region.

Assad asked her: “Is this your im-
pression after meeting Trump”?

Gabard replied: “No, that’s his 
idea, and he asked me to convey it to 
you. In short, we want to cooperate 
with you in fighting the Da’esh. Trump 
is impressed by Russia’s intelligence in 
managing the Syrian file and wants to 
build an understanding with the Rus-
sians in Syria.”

Then Gabbard suddenly asked 
Assad: “If President Trump called 
you, would you answer the call”?

(End of Part One)
(Source: 21st Century Wire)

Trump believes that Da’esh is the main danger to 
everyone. He is sure of the role of Saudi Arabia, Qatar 

and Turkey in supporting Da’esh and all branches of al-
Qaeda. Despite his hatred of Iran, he believes that it’s the 

most serious state in fighting Da’esh. 

After her meeting with Trump, Gabbard wanted to step up 
preparations for the travel. But what happened was the start 
of a campaign to disrupt her trip to Syria, inside the United 

States, through CIA and FBI agents. 

 On Saturday January 14, Gabbard left the 
US capital for Beirut airport. Gabbard, 

accompanied by her husband, a 
wealthy, Indian-born cinematographer, 

Abraham Williams, and the accompanying 
delegation arrived on Sunday. 

REVEALED? The story of 
President Trump’s message to 

President Assad via Tulsi Gabbard
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Now that Britain has formally notified the Eu-
ropean Union of its intention to quit the bloc, 
it’s worth revisiting the path that led to Brexit. 
In short, the EU’s own role in blowing hot and 
then cold on the need for reform makes ef-
forts to demonize former prime minister Da-
vid Cameron for naivety, foolishness or hubris 
unfair. In particular, recognizing that there was 
merit in one of the UK’s key criticisms of how 
the EU operates could have averted Brexit.

Cameron had spent years preparing the 
ground for the UK plebiscite on EU member-
ship. In June 2012, he wrote in the Sunday Tele-
graph that he was “not against referendums on 
Europe.” Speaking to BBC Radio 4 in October 
of that year, he said securing a “fresh settle-
ment” on Europe would be the “cleanest, neat-
est and simplest way of doing things.” 

A week before making his referendum 
promise, Cameron defended his decision to 
raise the question of Britain’s EU membership, 
in an interview with the British Broadcasting 
Corp.:

This debate is happening anyway. We have 
a choice as politicians: do we get out there, 
lead the debate, make a choice that I think will 
be right for Britain and right for Europe, or hide 
your head in the sand?

I was in the audience on Jan. 23, 2013, when 
Cameron delivered the speech at Bloomberg’s 
London office promising to hold a referendum 
by late 2017. 

I commented to a colleague that what we’d 
just witnessed was either a political master-
stroke that would silence the euroskeptics in 
Cameron’s party once and for all or a danger-
ous gamble with Britain’s EU future. I was ag-

nostic on which.
At the time, though, polls by YouGov found 

about 40 percent of respondents saying they 
would vote to stay in the EU compared with 34 
percent who’d vote to leave, in line with what 
they’d shown the previous year. So the risk of 
losing the vote looked minimal.

 The EU leaders

More important, other EU leaders includ-
ing German Chancellor Angela Merkel had 
led Cameron to believe that they would back 
him in seeking treaty amendments that would 
resolve the increasingly fractious relationship 
between the 19 members of the euro and the 
rest of the EU. 

Ivan Rogers, the UK’s former envoy to the 
EU, told lawmakers last month that Britain 
thought it had a “cast-iron guarantee, as we 

saw it, which would lead to the sort of two-tier 
vision” Cameron was seeking.  

The testimony Rogers gave to the UK Parlia-
ment’s European Security Committee on Feb. 
1 is very instructive about the EU backdrop to 
Cameron’s promise of a referendum. 

Rogers, whose January resignation letter 
accused the government of “muddled think-
ing” on Brexit, acknowledges that the EU was 
unlikely to bend on the issue of immigration, 
with the UK’s efforts to impose benefit restric-
tions on incomers likely to be viewed as dis-
criminatory. 

But on the broader issue of the relationship 
between the core countries and the rest of the 
EU, Rogers suggested that Cameron was most 
of all a victim of changing circumstances out-
side his control:

At the time, he was talking to Chancel-
lor Merkel and others about the possibility of 
some specific surgical Eurozone treaty changes 
in conjunction with UK-related treaty changes. 

That looked quite an optimistic prospect in 
2012/2013. She tried on the euro zone side, I 
won’t bore you with the details, in various 
European councils in 2013, but it became in-
creasingly evident that the time was not right 
in 2015/2016 for a major German or other push 
in conjunction with anybody for surgical strike 
euro zone treaty changes. 

 Treaty change

So the appetite in other capitals, and in the 
key capitals and in the institutions for any sort 
of permanent institutional treaty change before 
the end of 2017 disappeared. So that was what 
the prime minister was faced with after 2015, 
having nevertheless in his manifesto given a 
commitment that there would be an in-out ref-
erendum.

In a March 2015 interview with the Financial 
Times, two months before winning a Conserv-
ative majority in that year’s election, Cameron 
summarized his immodest ambitions:

Cameron says he hopes to be remembered 
as the prime minister who resolves the coun-
try’s two existential questions in the first part 
of the 21st century. “One is, does the United 
Kingdom want to stay together? Yes. Secondly, 
does the United Kingdom want to stay in a re-
formed European Union? Yes.”

With Brexit now a reality, and Scotland’s Par-
liament voting last week to seek a second ref-
erendum on independence, Cameron’s legacy 
is in tatters. He resigned immediately after the 
Brexit result. 

Speaking in Ukraine last week, he defended 
his decision to hold a vote, saying “I thought it 

right to hold the referendum because this issue 
had been poisoning British politics for years.”

 Key issues on EU

While his attempt backfired, one of the key 
issues he tried to get the EU to agree to reform 
on -- what Rogers defined as “not a two-speed 
Europe where you’re trundling on a slow train 
to the same destination, but a two-tier Europe 
where you say we’re happy with a market-
based membership living on the outer tier but 
we don’t want to be a member of a significant 
chunk of the rest” -- is becoming mainstream 
thinking. Here’s European Commission Presi-
dent Jean-Claude Juncker speaking earlier this 
month:

In order to save the substance, we should 
try to imagine a system where some member 
states are making some progress because they 
are sharing the same ambitions and they want 
to reach the goals they agreed upon. Others 
will join later. That’s not my favorite scenario. 

But having a look at what is happening in 
the European Union, I can hardly see that all 
the 27 member states -- and later on more 
than 30 because the Western Balkans will join 
the EU some day -- we have to become used 
to the idea that we are no longer doing every-
thing together, although I would like us to do 
everything together.

It’s too late to keep Britain in the EU. But if 
the bloc wants to safeguard its future, it needs 
to embrace the multispeed approach Cameron 
espoused, with an outer coterie of countries en-
joying the benefits of frictionless trade while an 
inner circle of euro members embraces common 
bond sales, a centralized European treasury and 
ever-closer union. Otherwise, Britain may simply 
be the first in a series of EU exiters.

(Source: The Bloomberg)

How the EU can avoid fracturing further after Brexit
By Mark Gilbert
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Properties For Rent
From simple to luxury 

From 50 sq.m To 500 sq.m

From 1000$ to 10000$

Just call Dorna

09122241430
nedasamane@hotmail.com

  Holder of 
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014

From Oxford Cert Universal

New Apt in  Zafaraniyeh
210 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., 2th floor wonder

ful, luxury furn, lobby, spj, 
high security Including charges
Suitable for Diplomats, $ 3000

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazin Luxury Apt in Fereshteh
200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.,  Billiard table, 

full furn Spj, Pkg, $ 4500 
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in Nice Tower in Shahrak-Gharb
110 sq.m, 1 Bdr., top floors, luxury 

furn, excellent view, lobby, Pkg, 
good access $ 2000

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Apt in Kamranieh
170 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., club room with 
100 pp capacity, lobby cozy & beautiful 

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in  Zafaraniyeh
250 sq.m, 4 Bdr., 2th floor, fully 

furn, cozy & nice  place, Pkg $ 3200
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Elahieh
7000 sq.m  land, 2200  sq.m Built 
up, Triplex, Beautiful garden, out
door pool, parking, 3 side doors, 

semi furn, 2 big saloons
 Suitable for embassy & Residency 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206  

Amazing Villa in Darous
Triplex, 410 Sq.m, built up in 1250 
Sq.m land, 4 Bdrs.,  green garden, 

3 pkg lot, $7000
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Villa in Farmanieh
Duplex, completely renovated, 6 

Bdrs., grenn garden, outdoor pool, 
Parking, 2 side doors,

Suitable for Residency & embassy
$ 1500

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Villa in Kamranieh
duplex ,750 sq.m, 8 Bdrs. , reno
vated , full furn, ceramic floor, 

driver room,balcony, 4Pkg ,$ 15.000
Suitable for foreign Embassies

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Whole Building in Niawaran
6500 m land, 4800 sq.m Built up,
55 Bdrs., furn & unfrn, garden, 
Spj, Suitable for Residency & 

companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole building Modern Office in Jordan
Each floor 126 sq.m , 

duplex store, open space, full glass, 
smart AC, furn/unfurn, storage, 

900 sq.m Pkg
each floor available for Sale & Rent

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Whole Building in Niawaran
10 Apts. In one Building, 3000 

sq.m land, 2000 sq.m Buil up, 3 
side doors, parking, Spj, 2 level 
common area, completely new,  

Suitable for Company  & Residency, 
Price negotiable

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

whole building in Jordan
9-Storey, each unit 127 Sq.m, fully 

furn, 30 Bdrs., 15 Pkg lot, 
renovated, stone floor, Suitable for 

foreign Companies,$35000
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in  Zafaraniyeh
80 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., 

Fully furn, nice & cozy, 
Suitable for Diplomats, $ 1700

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
270 sq.m,4 Bdrs, 3 Masters, flat, 
Spj & Pkg, good access, $4000

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in Geytarieh
120  sq.m, 2 Bdrs., view of park, 

parking, full furn, diplomatic 
Building, $1200

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing  Apt  in Velenjak
2 Bdrs., 140 Sq.m, flat fully furn, Spj 

 billiard table, gym Conference 
room, $2700

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Luxury Apt. in Jordan
150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., 3rd floor, 

Full furn, nice & cozy, Pkg $ 1800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Fereshteh
2 seprate Apt. in one Building, 3 & 

5 Bdrs. furn & unfurn, parking, 
full furn, Spj & Pkg, good access , 

only $3000
Ms.Sara 09128103207
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Proudly introduces the First class luxurious 
hotel apartment located in the heart of the city 
Tehran. The newly constructed section has an 

enormous segments of rooms with all the 
amenities, Experience the TAJ MAHAL 

advantage & Hospitality 24/7

Enjoy the authentic North Iranian unique culinary, 
Experience the home made country style  recipes!!

Enjoy the original taste of India !! The professional 
chef prepares the amazing  varieties of  kebabs , 

Tandoori nans, Biryani, veg or non-veg curries and 
the famous Indian desserts.

TAJ MAHAL HOTEL 

TAJ MAHAL INDIAN RESTAURANT

TAJ MAHAL ANNOUNCES ITS SECOND RESTAURANT MAHI – MAHI 
Adress: No.29 South Sheikhbahaei Ave. Mollasadra Ave., Vanak Sq. Tehran – Iran

Http: //www.tajmahalhotel.ir                E-mail: info@tajmahalhotel.ir

Tel: (+9821) 88035444(20)    Fax: (+9821) 88057399     Cellphone: (+98910) 789 52 83  

N.I.O.C
1395.5502

National Iranian
Drilling Company

NIDC hereby intends to purchase its requirements from qualified and interested  
tenderers through public tender upon following terms and conditions.
A)For Brief description of the materials please see the Table above: 
B)For Estimated value of requests please see the Table above :

 C) Quality evaluation criteria of tenderers 
1)Natural/ Legal entities
2)Financial soundness to supply materials in question, offer Bank Guarantee, Coded Check or deposit the 
equal amounts according to the table above in favor of NIDC.
3)Goodwill
4)Standardizing Products
5)Adequate Knowledge and experience in the relevant field
6)Company's good reputation
7)Quality Guarantee of products
8)Suitability of products volume
D) Minimum acceptable point of quality is 50 
E)Tenderers can receive the quality evaluation documents by sending their request to 
the fax no:0613-4148261 or ln person at the following address: 
Foreign Procurement Dept.(DRILLING PROJECTS).HALL  NO 316.3 FLOOR . 0PERATIONS 
BUILDING.
NIDC. Ahwaz. Iran
F)Qualified tenderers shall submit the completed documents within 14 days from 
publication of such a call (second time) to the following address:
#234.Opening Tender Committee Office.
FRIST Floor. OPERATIONS BUILDING .AFTHER AIRPORT SQUARE .N.I.D.C, AHWAZ, IRAN.
G)  Qualified tenderers whose documents have been accepted will be considered for award of tender 
documents thereafter.

More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR
Foreign Procurement Dept.(DRILLING PROJECTS)

National Iranian Drilling Company

Second Announcement7 bad habits that are 
actually healthy

You know some of those habits you have? The ones you try to 
avoid because you know they’re bad for you? Good news — some 
of them aren’t actually bad at all. In fact, some of these habits are 
downright good for us. Of course, there will always be habits that 
you definitely need to avoid — smoking and skipping exercise, to 
name a few. But where does skipping breakfast stand on the bad 
habit rankings? Is it OK to sometimes chow down on chocolate? 
Read on to find out some good news about your bad habits.

 1. It’s OK to give in to your chocolate cravings
With chocolate, the darker you go the better. The benefits 

are great — it may help reduce body mass, prevent blood clots, 
and can help prevent cancer. As per The Daily Beast, researchers 
at the University of California, San Diego discovered people 
who frequently eat chocolate have lower body mass indexes 
than people who avoid it. If you’re not convinced yet, here are 
a few other great health benefits: Eating more than 45 grams of 
chocolate per week (about two bars worth) led to a 20% decrease 
in stroke risk among women. It may help lengthen your life as well. 
The oldest woman on record lived 122 years. Her secret? She ate 
2.5 pounds of chocolate per week, the story says.

 2. Skipping breakfast can be beneficial
This is only good in certain situations. It’s good to skip breakfast 

if you’re working out to drop pounds or maintain your weight loss. 
In that case, skipping breakfast for your workout session can help 
you see better results, Fitness writes. In fact, Belgian researchers 
found when study subjects consumed a high-fat, high-calorie diet 
for six weeks, those who exercised before eating didn’t gain weight, 
according to the article. But, if you’re training for a competition, 
such as a marathon or triathlon, you’ll want to eat breakfast — it’ll 
give you a much needed energy kick during your workout.

 3. Go ahead and chug that coffee
Don’t feel bad about having your morning cup of coffee. 

WebMD notes research has shown coffee drinkers are less likely 
to have type-2 diabetes, Parkinson’s disease, and dementia than 
non-coffee drinkers. In addition, coffee drinkers have fewer cases 
of strokes, heart rhythm problems, and certain cancers. Drinking 
your morning cup of java can also be good for your skin. A study in 
the journal Cancer Research, which looked at the caffeine in coffee, 
found those who drink coffee have a lower risk of developing basal 
cell carcinoma, a type of skin cancer. Sounds like there are plenty 
of great reasons to keep indulging in your favorite morning drink!

 4. Avoiding the shower is good for your hair
Don’t take this too literally — you should still shower. But you 

don’t need to wash your hair all the time. Hair is a fiber, Paradi 
Mirmirani, a dermatologist, tells Fitness. That means if you wash 
it every day, you can cause your hair to lose some of its shape 

and strength. When you’re planning out your hair washing for the 
week, it’s best to just follow your scalp’s instructions. If you have 
a dry scalp, wash your hair a couple of times a week. However, if 
you’re noticing it’s oily, wash every other day.

 5. Enjoy a full-fat dressing
They definitely taste better, but more importantly, if you eat the 

right kind it’ll help reduce your risk of heart disease and stroke. 
According to Health, you should aim for at least 10% of your daily 
fat intake to come from monounsaturated fats. Omega-3 fatty acids 
also lower your heart disease risk and can help fight off depression 
symptoms and rheumatoid arthritis. While the term “full-fat” doesn’t 
sound like it’s something you should be eating, you really should opt 
for it over a lower calorie dressing. Some good fats can help make 
you feel fuller, preventing you from overeating. Just don’t have more 
than 30% of your daily calories from fat.

 6. You skip a workout
It’s OK to even skip two. Aim for three to four workouts a week 

— that’s still enough to keep you in good shape. Taking a day or 
two off will give your muscles and mind some time to repair. On the 
days you take off, still try and be active though, whether it’s taking 
a walk or doing a little yoga. Men’s Fitness suggests stretching and 
using a foam roller on your recovery days.

 7. Sleep in
Many studies preach about the benefits of getting up before 7 a.m. 

But, LearnVest writes sleeping late can actually improve your long-
term memory, capacity to learn, and your memory organization. 
Here’s why: People sleep in cycles, and each cycle has more REM 
sleep (that’s what helps strengthen your memory). When you wake up 
bright and early, you’re actually cutting off that last REM cycle. Don’t 
sleep all day, but don’t feel bad when you stay in bed a little bit longer.

(Source: cheatsheet.com)
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430 51 450 - 430 51 405



By Carolyn Caldicott

Historic centers of 
Berat and Gjirokastra

These two fortified historic centers are remarkably well 
preserved, and this is particularly true of their vernacular 
buildings. They have been continuously inhabited from 
ancient times down to the present day. 

Situated in the Balkans, in Southern Albania, and close 
to each other, they bear witness to the wealth and diversity 
of the urban and architectural heritage of this region.

Berat and Gjirokastra bear witness to a way of life which 
has been influenced over a long period by the traditions 
of Islam during the Ottoman period, while at the same 
time incorporating more ancient influences. 

Gjirokastra was built by major landowners. Around the 
ancient 13th century citadel, the town has houses with 
turrets (the Turkish kule) which are characteristic of the 
Balkans region. Gjirokastra contains several remarkable 
examples of houses of this type, which date from the 17th 
century, but also more elaborate examples dating from 
the early 19th century.

Berat bears witness to a town which was fortified but 
open, and was over a long period inhabited by craftsmen 
and merchants. Its urban center reflects a vernacular 
housing tradition of the Balkans, examples of which date 
mainly from the late 18th and the 19th centuries. 

(Source: UNESCO) 
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Tehran eyes rise in inbound 
tourists this year: AGI

 
TEHRAN — The bustling yet historical Ira-
nian capital is expected to witness a boom in 

the number of its visitors this year, though years of internation-
al sanctions had slowed the expansion of tourism industry in 
the country, Italian Journalist Agency -- Agenzia Giornalistica 
Italia (AGI) – reported on March 31. 

Though most travelers were domestic over the past recent 
weeks on the occasion of the Persian New Year (Noruz), the 
arrival of April opens up a new chapter on international tourist 
arrivals to the country, AGI said.

Rich and modern in the north, but crowded and chaotic in 
the south, Tehran is usually ‘the first city’ visited by European 
groups, coming mostly from Germany, France, and Italy. 

At the moment, there are only 130 four- or five-star ho-
tels in Iran, but plans are underway that will bring the number 
close to 270, and the number of visitors to 10 million by 2019. 
Last year, the country was visited by 5.2 million people, the 
report says. 

Last September, Mastercard Global Destinations Cities In-
dex ranked Tehran ninth among the top ten fastest growing 
destination cities in the world, witnessing a growth of 12.98 
percent in terms of the international overnight visitor arrivals.

Tehran embraces a matchless patchwork of Iranian histo-
ry and architecture such as Golestan Palace, Grand Bazaar, 
Treasury of National Jewels, National Museum of Iran, Glass & 
Ceramic Museum, Masoudieh Palace, Sarkis Cathedral, Tehran 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Carpet Museum of Iran.

The list is not over, the metropolis of over 12 million inhabit-
ants also hosts other singularly beautiful museums such as the 
Museum of the time, the Film Museum, the Post Museum but 
“are often unknown even to the city inhabitants.”

A view of the historic center of Berat in Albania 

TEHRAN — Iran’s 
emergent tourism sec-

tor is expected to ramp up by 11.6 per-
cent in 2017 by scoring over 5.5 million 
international tourist arrivals, the World 
Travel and Tourism Council suggested. 

The country generated 130,525 bil-
lion rials (about $3.4 billion) in visitor 
exports in 2016 while its number of in-
ternational tourist arrivals is expected to 
reach about 10 million by 2027, gener-
ating expenditure of 203,623 billion rials 
(about $5.2 billion), an increase of 3.4% 
year on year, WTTC said in a recent an-
nual report titled “Travel and Tourism 
Economic Impact 2017– Iran”. 

However, the forecasts provided by 
WTTC considerably differs from the 
goals set by the country for the coming 
decade. Under the 2025 Tourism Vision 
plan, Iran is expecting to increase the 
number of tourist arrivals from 4.8 mil-
lion in 2014 to 20 million by 2025.

Iran seeks to acquire greater share 
of the global tourism industry, as relies 
on its world famous hospitality, count-
less natural beauties, deeply-rooted-
in-time history and culture, as well as 
abundance of tourist sites, 21 of which 
have been inscribed on the UNESCO 

World Heritage list.
In regional scale, the country is 

ranked first with regard to the predict-
ed growth of the sector ’s direct contri-
bution to employment (4.9%) this year, 
more than double the Mideast and 
global average (both at 2.1%).

Based on the report, the direct con-
tribution of the sector to GDP in 2016 
was $11.9 billion, comprising 2.9% of 
total GDP, up $3.5 billion from 2015. 
The contribution is expected to rise by 
7.5% in 2017 and is forecast to increase 
by 2.6% annually for the next 10 years, 
reaching $16.6 billion in 2027 (2.7% of 
GDP).

Direct contribution primarily reflects 
the economic activity generated by in-
dustries such as hotels, travel agencies, 
airlines and other passenger transpor-
tation services (excluding commuter 
services). But it also includes, for ex-
ample, the activities of restaurants and 
leisure industries directly supported by 

tourists.
Leisure travel spending (inbound 

and domestic) generated 92.3% of the 
industry’s direct contribution to GDP, 
compared with 7.7% for business travel 
spending.

Foreign visitor expenditure made up 
20.2% of the sector ’s direct contribution 
to GDP, up from 7.4% in 2.15.

The sector ’s total (both direct and 
indirect) contribution to GDP was $31.5 
billion (7.7% of GDP).

Domestic travel spending generated 
79.8% of direct Travel & Tourism GDP 
in 2016 compared with 20.2% for visitor 
exports (i.e. foreign visitor spending or 
international tourism receipts).

The annual report also touches upon 
job employment generated by tourism 
industry in Iran, suggesting an annual 
increase of 1.3% over the next 10 years. 

Iran’s tourism industry generated 
559,000 jobs directly in 2016 (2.2% 
of total employment) and this is fore-

cast to grow by 4.9% in 2017. By 2027, 
the industry is predicted to generate 
670,000 jobs directly.

This includes employment by hotels, 
travel agencies, airlines and other pas-
senger transportation services (exclud-
ing commuter services). It also includes, 
for example, the activities of restaurant 
and leisure industries directly support-
ed by tourists.

The United Nations has designated 
2017 the International Year of Sustaina-
ble Tourism for Development. “The out-
look for the Travel & Tourism sector in 
2017 remains robust and will continue 
to be at the forefront of wealth and em-
ployment creation in the global econo-
my, despite the emergence of a number 
of challenging headwinds.”

Together with Oxford Economics, 
WTTC produces annual research that 
shows Travel & Tourism to be one of the 
world’s largest sectors, supporting over 
292 million jobs and generating 10.2% 
of global GDP in 2016. 

The council promotes sustainable 
growth for the Travel & Tourism sector, 
working with governments and interna-
tional institutions to create jobs, to drive 
exports and to generate prosperity.

WTTC sees Iran’s intl. tourist WTTC sees Iran’s intl. tourist 
arrivals to rise by 11.6% in 2017arrivals to rise by 11.6% in 2017
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A file photo shows people visiting the three-story Amir Chakhmaq Complex in Yazd, central Iran. 

TEHRAN — The gorgeous facade 
of the National Garden, a historical 

compound in downtown Tehran, underwent restora-
tion work, Mehr news agency reported on Tuesday.

Parts of the intricate tilework and stucco de-
signs refurbished during the project were spear-
headed by the University of Tehran in close col-
laboration with the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and 
Handicrafts Organization and the Tehran Beautifi-
cation Organization.

Best known as Baq-e Melli, it used to be a mili-
tary shooting range during the Qajar period (1785 
to 1925). It was then turned into a public park for a 
short while, and eventually important governmental 
offices and museums were built around it.

At the moment, the compound embraces 
buildings related to the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, the University of Art, Malek National Muse-
um, the Post and Communication Museum, and 
the National Museum. 

National Garden’s facade restored to former glory

 Iran’s tourism industry generated 559,000 
jobs directly in 2016 and this is forecast to 

grow by 4.9% in 2017. By 2027, the industry is 
predicted to generate 670,000 jobs directly.

An open-top double-decker tourist bus passes by Azadi Tower 
in western Tehran on March 23, 2017.

Britain should aim to secure visa-free travel between 
the UK and the European Union in upcoming nego-
tiations to leave the bloc, an association of travel 
agents said on Tuesday, adding that a transitional 
deal could also help the sector.

Britain formally began its divorce from the Euro-
pean Union last Wednesday, and airlines have de-
manded that their sector is prioritized in the forth-
coming two years of negotiations to ensure there is 
no disruption to flights.

The Association of British Travel Agents (ABTA) 
said the maintenance of visa-free travel between the 
EU and UK after Brexit was among its key priorities.

Other goals for ABTA included the protection of 
Britons’ ability to travel freely to Europe and beyond 
and safeguards for consumer rights, as well as sta-
bility and growth opportunities for British businesses.

“Travel and tourism is one of the UK’s largest in-
dustries and it is vital that the Government makes 
sure it can continue to thrive during and after the 
negotiations,” said Mark Tanzer, Chief Executive of 
ABTA.

The trade body also said a transitional arrange-
ment may be needed, to give consumers certainty 
given that some holidays are sold a year and a half 
in advance.

Currently Britain is due to leave the European 
Union in March 2019, whether or not an agreement 
over the terms of its departure can be reached.

Unlike trade arrangements, which will default to 
World Trade Organization rules if no deal is reached, 
the aviation sector has “no international fall-back op-
tion,” the ABTA report said.

(Source: Reuters) 

With a history of clan conflict and 
marauding Moguls, the war-
riors of the Indian state of Ra-

jputana needed to eat on the hoof. Add 
to the pot a harsh desert landscape and 
you begin to understand the origins of 
Rajasthani cooking. What began as sur-
vival food from meagre resources has 
evolved into a surprisingly elaborate cui-
sine. Passion for these traditional dishes 
is undiminished and the Rajasthani classic 
laal maas – a rich, deep red mutton curry 
– still inspires heated debate.

On a recent trip to Rajasthan, I was 
lucky enough to be taught the secrets to 
a perfect laal maas by the personal chef 
of Maharaja Gaj Singh II of Jodhpur. He 
said the combination of generous quanti-
ties of ghee, deep red mathania chilli and 
yoghurt worked together to preserve 

the meat, allowing the dish to be trans-
ported for days and eaten on the move. 

Originally made with wild game, it is now 
concocted with hunks of on-the-bone 

mutton.
We gasped as he added eye-water-

ing amounts of chilli, then learned that 
mathania chilli is relatively mild, creating 
a gentle heat and depth of flavor. A slice 
of dried green mango adds astringency 
and whole garam masala spices: – car-
damon, cinnamon, mace and bay – pun-
gency. To replicate the smoky flavors of 
cooking over an open fire, the dish is 
smoked with a lump of charcoal drizzled 
with ghee. Little else is needed besides 
doughy baati bread rolls, roasted until 
crisp over hot coals, to soak up the thick 
spiced sauce.

For some of the best laal maas, head 
to the lakeside restaurant at Amet Have-
li in Udaipur or sample the Maharaja of 
Jodhpur’s family recipe at Pillars on the 
terrace of the art deco Umaid Bhawan 
Palace.

(Source: The Guardian) 

Foodie traveler: Rajasthan’s red mutton curry – once meagre, now an extravagant treat

Iaal maas, meat curry from Rajasthan

UK tourism body calls for visa-free EU travel after Brexit

A European Union flag is waved in front of Big Ben outside 
Parliament after Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May triggered 
the process by which the United Kingdom will leave the European 
Union in London, March 28, 2017.  (REUTERS/Stefan Wermuth)

Trump slump: Drop in 
American tourism is 
costing U.S. billions
The ‘Trump slump’, as it has become known, is alive and well. 
Since President Trump took office, the numbers show, tourists 
just aren’t as keen on visiting the United States.

International travel to the U.S. dropped 6.5 percent in the 
eight days following the president’s proposed travel ban on Jan-
uary 27 when compared to the same period in 2016, according 
to travel data company ForwardKeys. 

Online searches for flights to America also dropped by 17 
percent the same week, said flight app Hopper. And the presi-
dent of Dubai-based airline Emirates, Sir Tim Clark, confirmed in 
March that the travel ban, which sought to stop nationals from 
seven mainly Muslim countries from travelling to the U.S., imme-
diately triggered a drop in bookings from Dubai by over a third. 

(Source: Independent) 



NASA is preparing to send its long-lived Cassini probe 
into the unexplored region between Saturn and its rings 
for a scientific grand finale before the spacecraft’s suicid-
al plunge into the planet, space officials said on Tuesday.

Since arriving at Saturn in July 2004, Cassini has been 
exploring the giant planet and its entourage of 62 known 
moons, including enigmatic Titan, believed by scien-
tists to resemble an early Earth, and the ocean-bearing 
moon Enceladus, which is shooting ice particles out into 
space.

To avoid any chance that hitchhiking Earth microbes 
still alive on Cassini could contaminate any potential liv-
ing organisms on Enceladus, NASA plans to crash the 
spacecraft, which is running out of fuel, into Saturn on 
Sept. 15.

But before its demise, Cassini has one last mission. 
On April 22, Cassini will make a final pass by Titan and 
use the moon’s gravity to slingshot itself into a new orbit 
that passes inside the 1,200-mile (1,930-km) wide gap 
between the edge of Saturn’s atmosphere and its in-
ner-most rings.

A natural-color image of Saturn from space, the first 
in which Saturn, its moons and rings, and Earth, Venus 

and Mars, all are visible, is seen in this NASA handout 
taken from the Cassini spacecraft July 19, 2013 and re-
leased November 12, 2013.  

 Cassini will survive long

NASA is hoping Cassini will survive long enough for 
22 dives inside the rings, revealing details about the their 
age and composition. But if a ring particle hits Cassini, 
it could bring the mission to an premature end because 

the spacecraft will be traveling at more than 70,000 
miles per hour (112,654 kph).

“At those speeds, even a tiny particle can do damage,” 
Cassini flight engineer Joan Stupik, with NASA’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California, told report-
ers during a news conference on NASA TV.

Scientists hope to learn if the rings are as old as Sat-
urn itself -- roughly 4.6 billion years of age -- or if they 
formed later after a passing comet or moon was shred-
ded by the planet’s tremendous gravity.

During the close ring encounters, Cassini also will 
study Saturn’s atmosphere and take measurements to 
determine the size of the rocky core believed to exist at 
the center of the gigantic ball of gas that accounts for 
most of its size.

However long Cassini lasts, the “grand finale will be 
spectacular,” said project scientist Linda Spilker, also with 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

“We’re flying in a region that has never been explored 
before,” she said. “I wouldn’t be a bit surprised if some of 
the discoveries we make with Cassini during the grand 
finale are the best of the mission.”

(Source: Reuters)

Robots could wipe out humans within 
the next few hundred years, according 
to Astronomer Royal Lord Rees.

The astrophysicist predicted that 
“within a few centuries machines will 
have taken over”, with the potential 
of billions of years of history ahead of 
them - longer than humanity has had. 

It would make human dominance 
on Earth just a small transitional phase 
in the planet’s history. 

Speaking to website The Conver-
sation, Lord Rees, Emeritus Professor 
of Cosmology and Astrophysics at the 
University of Cambridge, said within 

the next 10 or 20 years we could ex-
pect to have technology that will allow 
us to search for alien life. 

However he said even if there is life 
out there, it may not necessarily be “in-
telligent life”. 

“My guess is that if we do detect an 
alien intelligence, it will be nothing like 
us. It will be some sort of electronic en-
tity,” he said. “If we look at our history 
on Earth, it has taken about 4 billion 
years to get from the first protozoa to 
our current, technological civilization. 

“But if we look into the future, then 
it’s quite likely that within a few centu-

ries, machines will have taken over – 
and they will then have billions of years 
ahead of them.

“In other words, the period of time 
occupied by organic intelligence is just 
a thin sliver between early life and the 
long era of the machines.

“Because such civilizations would 
develop at different rates, it’s extreme-
ly unlikely that we will find intelligent 
life at the same stage of development 
as us. More likely, that life will still be 
either far simpler, or an already fully 
electronic intelligence.”

(Source: The Telegraph)

With everyone in such a rush to get 
the hell off this planet, we’re gonna 
need some pretty sophisticated digs to 
ferry us to the Moon, Mars, and be-
yond. 

Thankfully, Boeing’s all over it: On 
April 3rd, the company revealed its 
concepts for a lunar outpost and a 
deep space explorer. I’m not one to 
dole out compliments but damn do 
they look good.

While details are still pretty thin on 
the timeline for these bad boys, there 
are a few things we know for sure: 
Boeing plans to use NASA’s Space 
Launch System (SLS) — which, upon 

completion, will be the most power-
ful rocket the agency has ever built 
— in order to send a habitat into the 
Moon’s orbit. This outpost, dubbed 
the Deep Space Gateway, will be sim-
ilar to the International Space Station 
(ISS) in that it will create a space to 
do scientific research while providing 
a destination for transportation vehi-
cles to dock. In theory, Boeing’s Deep 
Space Transport vehicle could stop 
there on its way to the Red Planet, 
likely carrying humans.

The “ability to simultaneously 
launch humans and cargo on SLS 
would allow us to assemble the 

gateway in four launches in the ear-
ly 2020s,” Pete McGrath, director of 
global sales and marketing for Boe-
ing’s space exploration division, said 
in a statement.

According to Boeing, both the 
Deep Space Gateway and the Deep 
Space Transport vehicle will utilize 
solar electric propulsion technology. 
The Deep Space Transport vehicle 
will have some sort of unspecified 
system to protect passengers from 
the harsh radiation from deep space, 
as it could pose a significant risk to 
their health. 

(Source: Gizmodo)

A team of chemists at Harvard University 
want to combat hunger by developing 
bionic leaves, which can make fertilizers 
from natural resources like bacteria, wa-
ter, air, and sunlight. 

Led by Daniel Nocera, the team will 
present their work at this week at the Na-
tional Meeting & Exposition of the Amer-
ican Chemical Society (ACS).

The global population is growing by 
about 83 million people each year, ac-
cording to a 2015 report by the United 
Nations. 

Although the growth rate continues 
to slow, experts estimate some 9.7 billion 
people will walk the Earth by 2050, many 
of whom will live in poverty and without 
food security.

 Centralized process

“When you have a large centralized pro-
cess and a massive infrastructure, you can 
easily make and deliver fertilizer,” Nocera 
said in a press release. “But if I said that now 
you’ve got to do it in a village in India onsite 
with dirty water — forget it. 

Poorer countries in the emerging world 

don’t always have the resources to do this. 
We should be thinking of a distributed sys-
tem because that’s where it’s really needed.”

Nocera’s plan is to design artificial 
plants that can use available resources to 

increase crop yield. 
Six years ago, while working at MIT, 

Nocera built an artificial leaf that mimics 
photosynthesis and has the capacity to 
power an entire house. 

Last June, he announced the “bionic 
leaf 2.0,” which can create energy more 
efficiently than natural growing plants.

The “fuels were just the first step,” 
Nocera said. “Getting to that point 
showed that you can have a renewable 
chemical synthesis platform. 

Now we are demonstrating the gen-
erality of it by having another type of 
bacteria take nitrogen out of the atmos-
phere to make fertilizer.”

 New system works

Nocera’s new system works by using 
a bacteria to make bioplastics from hy-
drogen and carbon dioxide, which it then 
stores as fuel. Once the bacteria is placed 
in soil, it pulls nitrogen from the air to cre-
ate crop-fertilizing ammonia.

As demonstrated through five crop 
cycles, vegetables grown with the bion-
ic leaf’s fertilizer weigh 150 percent more 
than control crops. 

Nocera and his team now hope to refine 
their system to allow small farmers in devel-
oping regions to create their own fertilizer.

(Source: Digital Trends)

American fern inspires 
groundbreaking new solar 
storage solution
Energy storage has been a leading obstacle to widespread 
adoption of solar energy, but that may be about to change. 
A new nature-inspired electrode developed by two scientists 
at RMIT University in Australia could hold the key to drasti-
cally improved storage. Their electrode, which is based on 
patterns in the western swordfern, could boost the capacity 
of storage technologies by a staggering 3,000 percent.

RMIT University, RMIT, 
fern, ferns, American 
fern, American ferns, 
western swordfern, west-
ern swordferns, fractal, 
fractals, electrode, elec-
trodes, energy, energy 
storage, solar storage, 
solar, solar energy, solar 
power, solar cell, solar 
cells

The groundbreaking 
electrode is made with 
graphene, and according 
to the university, could 
open the door to flexible, 
thin solar capture and 
storage technology. This 
would allow us to place a thin film on smartphones, cars, or 
buildings – enabling them to power themselves with solar 
energy.

The two researchers found inspiration for their prototype 
in the veins of the Polystichum munitum, a native western 
North American fern. Researcher Min Gu said in a statement, 
the “leaves of the western swordfern are densely crammed 
with veins, making them extremely efficient for storing energy 
and transporting water around the plant. 

RMIT University, RMIT, fern, ferns, American fern, Amer-
ican ferns, western swordfern, western swordferns, fractal, 
fractals, electrode, electrodes, energy, energy storage, solar 
storage, solar, solar energy, solar power, solar cell, solar cells

The electrode could be combined with supercapacitors, 
which have been combined with solar already but haven’t 
been widely utilized for storage due to limited capacity. But 
the scientists’ prototype can increase their capacity 30 times 
greater than current limits, according to Gu.

The journal Scientific Reports published the research on-
line the end of March. Paper lead author Litty Thekkekara 
said by using their electrode with a solar cell, we could devel-
op flexible thin film solar, replacing the rigid, bulky solar cells 
that are limited in use. 

(Source: Inhabitat)
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Cassini spacecraft to dive inside Saturn’s rings for mission finale

Robots could replace humans within the next few hundred years

Boeing’s proposed space explorer will be our stepping stone to Mars

Banque de France, the central bank 
of France, has reportedly removed 
all and any remaining restrictions 
on the Paris branch of Bank Sad-
erat Iran, meaning that the branch 
is now able to provide full banking 
services to its customers in the Eu-
ropean capital.

“Following ongoing and effec-
tive diplomatic, legal and banking 
measures taken by the Bank Saderat 
officials in the aftermath of the im-
plementation of the nuclear accord, 
the central bank of France has offi-
cially announced the complete lifting 
of restrictions put in place as a result 
of sanctions in a letter to the Paris 
branch of the bank,” Public Relations 
Dept. of the bank announced. 

“Accordingly, the Paris branch of 
the bank is authorized to engage in 
all activities and offer all banking ser-

vices from March 31.”
The privatized Bank Saderat, with 

2,700 branches inside the country 
and 27 foreign branches, has one 
of the widest networks of all Iranian 
lenders both inside and outside the 
country.

The statement notes that the Eu-
ropean Union had previously official-
ly announced that Bank Saderat and 
its London PLC branch have been 
removed from the list of sanctioned 
entities. It adds that the termination 
of sanctions “on the assets of the 
most internationally-active bank of 
the country “ and the subsequent 
removal of sanctions pertaining to 
its Paris branch will not only be a 
positive thing for all beneficiaries, 
but will also prove useful for the Ira-
nian economy.

In late October, the UK Treasury 

announced in a press release that 
it has amended its Council Regula-
tion (ET) 267/2012, adding that asset 
freeze no longer applies to BSI and 
Bank Saderat PLC.

BSI’s presence in the UK dates back 
to 1963 when it launched a branch in 
London. The branch was merged with 
Iran Overseas Investment Bank PLC in 
2002 to form Bank Saderat PLC.

Saderat was subject to sanctions 
since 2010 and remained on the black 
list even after the lifting of sanctions 
in Jan. 2016.

Bank Melli Iran and Tejarat Bank 
are other Iranian lenders with branch-
es in Paris. The chief executive of the 
former had said in early February that 
its French branch has started offering 
services to French traders “to help 
boost Iran-France commercial ties in 
the post-sanctions era”.

Bank Saderat Iran Officially Resuming Paris Business

Harvard chemists design a ‘bionic leaf’ 
that can make its own fertilizer

N.I.O.C
1395.5506

National Iranian
Drilling Company

Brief discription of subject:

National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends to purchase its 

requirements from qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender ( semi-pressed) upon following terms and 

conditions:

A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:

The evaluation is based on  article ( J ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets 

qualitative evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.

B) Preparation of tender documents:

Purchasing of documents:

In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to SIBA account number    

2174652205004 of NIDC in Bank Meli Iran and providing the  original deposit receipt.

Reciving of documents:

Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum 2 week      

after the date of second publication in person at the following address:A) Hall No.:316,3 th floor, Foreign 

Procurement Dept.(DRILLING PROJECTS) National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN 

B) jomhouri street .yaghma alley nioc 8th building floor on : 04 room on 428 –Tehran-iran

Note 01: only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recive tender ducments from foreign procurment department 

in due date will be known as tenderer from tender committee

Note 02:the tender would be held in a tight period so the participants . should hand over all prequalification documents along 

with all enveiopes (A.B.C)before closing date.

C) Delivery of call quality evaluating including prequalification documents and envelopes (A.B.C)shoud be submitted before 

closing date:

Tenderers shall submit the completed documents including qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary 

within 45 days from last day of document recived deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1th floor ,Tender Committee, 

Building operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN. 

D) Tender Guarantee:

Type of guarantee: 

A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central     

Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company. 

Duration of credit guarantee:

This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.

More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR

Foreign Procurement Dept. (DRILLING PROJECTS)

National Iranian Drilling Company
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Hossein Salar-Amoli (L) and Andrejs Pildegovics

Every action has 
a reaction. We 
have one planet; 
one chance.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

S O C I E T Y APRIL 6, 2017APRIL 6, 201712

Asking For A Raise 
A: Excuse me sir, may I talk to you?
B: Bill! Sure, come on in. What can I do for you?
A: Well sir, as you know, I have been an employee of this 
prestigious firm for over ten years.
B: Yes.
A: I won’t beat around the bush. Sir, I would like a raise. 
I currently have three companies after me and so I decided 
to talk to you first.
B: A raise? Son, I would love to give you a raise, but this is just 
not the right time.
A: I understand your position, and I know that the current 
economic downturn has had a negative impact on sales, 
but you must also take into consideration my hard 
work, pro-activeness and loyalty to this company for 
over a decade.
B: Taking into account these factors, and considering I don’t 
want to start a brain drain, I’m willing to offer you a ten 
percent raise and an extra five days of vacation time. How 
does that sound?
A: Great! It’s a deal! Thank you, sir!
B: Before you go, just out of curiosity, what companies were 
after you?
A: Oh, the electric company, gas company and water 
company!

 Key vocabulary
prestigious: admired as one of the best and most important
firm: a business or company, especially a small one
beat around the bush: avoid the subject by talking about 
something else
raise: increase in salary
be after somebody: to be looking for someone 
downturn: a period or process in which business activity, 
production etc. is reduced and conditions become worse
take into consideration: to think about something before 
making a decision
pro-activeness: the quality of being able to make things 
happen or change rather than react to events
loyalty:  the quality of being loyal
take something into account: to consider or remember 
something when judging a situation
brain drain: a movement of highly skilled or professional 
people from their own country to a country where they can 
earn more money
offer: give with the choice of accepting or rejecting

 Supplementary vocabulary
to demand: to request forcefully
to move up the ladder: to receive a promotion at work
promotion: an offer of a better position at the same company
demotion: being asked to do a less important job at the 
same company
initiative: deciding to take the first step; making a decision 
on one’s own

(Source: irlanguage.com) 
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Iran, Latvia discuss closer 
scientific, technological 
co-op

TEHRAN — The Latvian foreign ministry’s 
state secretary on a working visit to 

Tehran discussed closer bilateral scientific and technological 
cooperation with Iranian officials, IRNA reported on Tuesday.

As part of his visit, Andrejs Pildegovics held talks with the Iranian 
deputy science minister for international affairs, Hossein Salar-Amoli. 
The two sides negotiated the possibility of signing memorandums 
of understanding between the ministries of education of both 
countries with the view to expanding cooperation between Latvian 
and Iranian higher education institutions.

Besides, the Iranian official expressed his support for 
teaching Farsi language at the Department of Asian Studies 
of the University of Latvia.

Initiating student exchange programs, offering scholarships, 
designing courses on Islamic arts and studying Iran are of the 
other fields Iran and Latvia are interested to work on. 

At the Ministry of Agriculture, the Latvian official voiced 
his interest in joint activities in the agricultural and forestry 
sectors, while officials of the Ministry of Transport and Urban 
Development were interested in the use of Latvia’s railway 
network and international transport links with Latvia.

The Latvian delegation also included the State Secretary 
of the Ministry of Transport, Kaspars Ozolins; President of 
Latvijas Dzelzcels, a state-owned railway company, Edvins 
Berzins; Chairman of the Board of LDZ Logistika, Verners 
Lusis; and President of Latvijas Valsts mezi, a state-owned 
forest company, Roberts Stripnieks.

TEHRAN — The 
deputy chief of the 

Department of Environment has voiced 
his objection to the newly approved 
vehicle inspection law mandating the 
reduction of five-year interval for vehicle 
inspection to four years.

While one of the articles of the 
proposed clean air bill has clearly asked 
for the reduction of five-year interval for 
vehicle inspection to two years, Majlis 
(Iranian parliament) passed the article by 
decreasing the interval from five years to 
four years on Tuesday.

“It was previously decided to decrease 
the interval to two years for the cars since 
their production but eventually Majlis 
decided to reduce the interval to four 
years instead,” ISNA news agency quoted 
Sa’eed Motesaddi as saying.

The interval is also reduced to 
one year for vehicles used for public 
transportation and government-owned 
or -leased vehicles, Motesaddi added.

Typically vehicles are mandated to 
undergo the procedure once a year 
worldwide, he highlighted, stating, “We 
conform to the law but still strive to 
reduce the interval in Iran as well.”

“We are also trying to discipline the 
inspection system more effectively as 
currently some 440 nationally integrated 
vehicle inspection centers are operational 
across Iran,” he said, adding, all car owners 
are also required to pass inspection 

before selling their cars.
On October 23, 2016, Majlis passed 

general outlines of the clean air bill which 
could greatly help deal with sources of 
air pollution once it comes into force. 
However the bill is still being discussed 

and weighed up in the parliament 
commission for agriculture, water and 
natural resources to resolve some certain 
ambiguities.

As per the bill the Department of 
Environment is tasked with imposing bans 
and limitations at the time of air pollution 
in the country and assigned to prepare a 
draft of air pollution crisis management 
in association with the Police department, 
and ministries of health, industry, mine 
and trade within six months and gain 
approval from the cabinet.

Choking air pollution striking 
metropolises of Iran every now and then are 
getting more difficult to deal with gradually. 
The predicament is blamed on numerous 
factors namely clunkers, sand mines, sand 
and dust storms originating from dried up 
wetlands, pollutant industries, carburetor 
motorcycles, etc. 

Nonetheless, regulations such 
as increasing public transportation, 
addressing sand storms, setting high 
standards for fuel quality, imposing green 
tax and spending them on mitigating air 
pollution, and being explicit about the 
rules are believed to help curbing the 
problem of air pollution.

Despite outpacing global human development growth rates 
over 15 years, sub-Saharan Africa remains burdened by the 
world’s most uneven distribution of development gains, with 
women, girls, people living in rural areas, migrants, refugees 
and those in conflict-affected areas systemically left behind. 
Gender inequality remains a serious challenge to human 
development in the region.

These are among the findings of the Human Development 
Report 2016, entitled “Human Development for Everyone”, 
released by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).

The report finds that although average human 
development improved significantly across all regions 
from 1990 to 2015, one in three people worldwide 
continue to live in low levels of human development 
as measured by the Human Development Index (HDI). 
The HDI is a summary measure of average achievement 
in key dimensions of human development: having a 
long and healthy life, being knowledgeable, and 
enjoying a decent standard of living.

Despite improvements in sub-Saharan Africa over 
the past two decades, almost 60 percent of people 
still experience deprivations in these three areas. 
Around a third of children under the age of five are 
malnourished and affected by stunting. Over 35 
percent of adults are illiterate. Some 70 percent of 
working adults earn less than $3.10 per day.

“The world has come a long way in rolling back 
extreme poverty, in improving access to education, health 
and sanitation, and in expanding possibilities for women 
and girls,” said UNDP Administrator Helen Clark, speaking 
at the launch of the Report in Sweden’s capital Stockholm 
today, alongside Swedish Prime Minister Stefan Lofven and 
the report’s lead author and Director of UNDP’s Human 
Development Report Office, Selim Jahan.

“But those gains are a prelude to the next, possibly 
tougher challenge, to ensure the benefits of global 
progress reach everyone,” Helen Clark said.

 Understanding patterns of exclusion in the 
region

The report notes that some groups are more 
disadvantaged than others in almost every country. For 
example, in sub-Saharan Africa, women and girls, rural 
dwellers, people living in areas afflicted by conflict, and 
ethnic minorities have fewer opportunities than others.

Women in sub-Saharan Africa tend to live longer than 
men but receive less schooling and lower incomes. The 
report indicates that the HDI for women is 0.488 (classified 
as low human development) while that of men is 0.557 
(medium human development). On average, the region 
loses an estimated US$95 billion annually to women’s 
lower participation in the paid labor force - and in 2014, 
that figure soared as high as $105 billion.

Women also suffer disproportionately in crises: during 
the Ebola outbreak, for example, women faced higher risk 
of infection due to their role in caring for the sick.

In addition to women and girls, the report notes that 
rural populations also suffer deprivations both overt 
and hidden. In sub-Saharan Africa, 74 percent of those 
living in rural areas live in multi-dimensional poverty - 
reflecting acute deprivation in health, education and 
standards of living - versus 31 percent of those living 
in urban areas, where the poor tend to be isolated in 
slums with lower access to services.

Conflict remains a challenge for the region, although 
over the past 15 years the number of countries in 
conflict has dropped. For example, the Central African 
Republic and South Sudan have experienced HDI 
declines over the past five years due to crises.

 It is time to face up to deep-rooted barriers 
to development

Further, the report points out that even as many 
basic deprivations are being addressed in the region, 
new challenges can emerge. Key development metrics 
can overstate progress when they focus on the quantity, 
rather than the quality, of development. For example, 
while more children are attending school and the 
education gap is closing, pupil-teacher ratios exceeded 
40 to 1 in 23 countries in sub-Saharan Africa in 2011. And 
dropout rates are still very high, at 42 percent.

The report calls for far greater attention to empowering 
the most marginalized in society and recognizes the 
importance of giving them greater voice in decision-

making processes. Key data, disaggregated for characteristics 
such as place, gender, socioeconomic status, and ethnicity, is 
vital to identifying who is being left behind.

 Policies that prioritize inclusiveness are key 
to closing gaps

The report recommends a four-pronged national policy 
approach to ensure that human development reaches everyone.

First, it advocates reorienting universal human development 
policies to reach to those left out. Universal access to quality 
healthcare, education and other services are critical for 
extending human development to everyone. Ghana has made 
such efforts, including in early childhood education.

Next, it calls for removing barriers to particular groups with 
special needs, who may be disadvantaged by discriminatory 
laws and social norms. For example, gender gaps can be 
closed with policies that balance care work between women 
and men in the home and that use quotas to expand political 

representation among women, following the example of 
Rwanda. Third, strategies can be put in place to make human 
development more resilient, such as for marginalized groups 
who are most at risk to public health crises like Ebola and 
climate-related natural disasters.

Finally, the rights of minorities can be guaranteed with anti-
discrimination legislation, a fair judicial system and improved 
access to legal assistance through, for example, legal aid 
services. With the inter-governmental commitment to the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development that includes the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals, global attention has focused 
on leaving no one behind. Countries in sub-Saharan Africa can 
leverage this to build cooperation in the region and beyond 
to tackle persistent deprivations and inequalities. Regional and 
global cooperation will be especially important for reducing 
the vulnerabilities of marginalized groups to climate change, 
conflict and economic volatility.                  (Source: Relief Web) 

Human Development Report 2016: Human Development for Everyone

Environment dept. disapprove 
of new vehicle inspection law
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National Iranian
Drilling Company

Brief discription of subject:
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends to purchase its 
requirements from qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender ( semi-pressed) upon following terms and 
conditions:
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:

The evaluation is based on  article ( J ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets 
qualitative evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.

B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:

In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to SIBA account number    
2174652205004 of NIDC in Bank Meli Iran and providing the  original deposit receipt.
Reciving of documents:
Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum 2 week      
after the date of second publication in person at the following address: A) Hall No.:316,3 th floor, Foreign 
Procurement Dept.(DRILLING PROJECTS). National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN 
B) jomhouri street .yaghma alley nioc 8 th building floor on : 04 room on 428 –Tehran-iran.
Note 01: only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recive tender ducments from foreign procurment department 
in due date will be known as tenderer from tender committee.
Note 02:the tender would be held in a tight period so the participants. should hand over all prequalification documents along with 
all enveiopes (A.B.C)before closing date.

C) Delivery of call quality evaluating including prequalification documents and envelopes (A.B.C)shoud be submited before 
closing date:
Tenderers shall submit the completed documents including qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary 
within 45 days from last day of document recived deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1th floor ,Tender Committee, 
Building operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN. 
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee: 
A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central     
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company. 
Duration of credit guarantee:
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.

More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR
Foreign Procurement Dept. (DRILLING PROJECTS)

National Iranian Drilling Company
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Russia: Syria struck militant 
chemical depot in Idlib
Trump: Gas attack in Syria 
‘consequence’ of Obama approach
Russia says the Syrian Air Force recently hit a depot used by 
militants to make and store ammunition, including chemical 
weapons, in the country’s northeastern Idlib Province.

The Russian Defense Ministry’s Spokesman Major General 
Igor Konashenkov made the announcement on Tuesday, just 
after the United States and its allies rushed to accuse Syrian 
government forces of carrying out “a chemical attack” in the 
province earlier in the day.

A militant medical authority had put the death toll from 
the blast at more than 100, with hundreds more injured. The 
Britain-based so-called Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
(SOHR), however, gave a tally of 72, including 20 children, 
saying, “The death toll could rise further because there are 
people missing.”

Konashenkov added that the same chemical munitions had 
already been used by militants in the northwestern Syrian city 
of Aleppo, where Russian military experts took samples in late 
2016.

The Syrian army has roundly denied using “any chem-
ical or toxic material” in the town, adding that it “has not 
used nor will use in any place or time, neither in past or 
in future.”

Syria’s Foreign Ministry also issued a separate state-
ment on Tuesday, strongly denying the use of poisonous 
gas in Khan Shaykhun or any other Syrian city or village 
by the country’s military and emphasizing that the Syrian 
Arab army did not possess any form of chemical weapons.

The Syrian government turned over its entire chemical 
stockpile under a deal negotiated by Russia and the United 
States back in 2013. The United Nations Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) has overseen op-
erations to remove the government chemical arsenal from 
Syria. 

Meanwhile, Britain, France and the United States have 
presented a draft resolution to the United Nations Security 
Council, condemning “the suspected chemical attack” and 
demanding a full investigation.

Last November, the Russian military’s chemical warfare 
defense unit carried out two bouts of search operations 
in Aleppo. It found unexploded shells containing traces 
of mustard gas during the first mission, and similar live 
ammunition holding chlorine and white phosphorus in the 
second.

  EU emphasizes significance of Syria peace talks in 

Astana

The European Union has emphasized the importance of 
the diplomatic process on the Syria crisis, which has seen 
three rounds of peace talks between Damascus and opposi-
tion groups in Kazakhstan under the auspices of Iran, Russia 
and Turkey so far this year.

“The talks undertaken in Astana by Russia, Turkey, and 
now Iran [are] important…[and] increasingly urgent,” the EU 
foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini said in Brussels on 
Wednesday at and EU-sponsored conference dubbed “Sup-
porting the Future of Syria and the Region” underway in 
Brussels.

The Astana talks gather the Syrian government, on the 
one side, and the country’s political and armed opposition, 
on the other, at the negotiating table. Iran and Russia me-
diate the process on behalf of Damascus, while Turkey sides 
with the militants.

The United Nations has hailed the process for its contribu-
tion to a separate series of UN-led peace negotiations, which 
have been underway in Geneva in parallel with the Astana 
talks.

The Astana talks got off the ground after the moderators 
successfully mediated an all-Syria ceasefire. 

The Brussels event has been overshadowed by an explo-
sion at a militant chemical depot munitions in the northeast-
ern Syria Province of Idlib.

Mogherini added that the incident “makes it even more 
evident that the mechanism for implementation of ceasefire 
has to be a serious one.” “The ceasefire is a must,” she as-
serted.

Also addressing the Brussels event was UN chief An-
tonio Guterres, who said the incident “demonstrates un-
fortunately that war crimes are going on in Syria (and 
that) international humanitarian law is being violated 
frequently.”

 Trump: Gas attack in Syria ‘consequence’ of Obama 

approach

Meantime, the United States President Donald Trump has 
once again targeted his predecessor over his Syria policy fol-
lowing a suspected gas attack in the war-torn country.

(Source: agencies) 

Iran abhors chemical 
attack in Syria
 1  accusations against others to achieve political objec-
tives impedes” efforts to put an end to “such disasters,” he 
explained.

He went on to say that Iran, as a victim of chemical attacks, 
is ready to treat victims of the attack in Syria.

N. Korea test-fires missile into 
sea ahead of Trump-Xi summit

North Korea test-fired a ballistic missile 
into the sea off its east coast on Wednes-
day, South Korea’s military said, ahead of 
a summit between the United States and 
Chinese leaders who are set to discuss 
Pyongyang’s increasingly defiant arms 
program.

The missile flew about 60 km (40 
miles) from its launch site at Sinpo, a 
port city on North Korea’s east coast, the 
South Korean Office of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said in a statement. Sinpo is home to 
a North Korean submarine base.

The launch comes just a day before 
the start of a summit between U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, where talks about adding 
pressure on the North to drop its arms 
development will take center stage.

“The launch took place possibly in 
consideration of the U.S. -China summit, 
while at the same time it was to check its 
missile capability,” a South Korean official 
told Reuters about the military’s initial as-
sessment of the launch.

The missile was fired at a high angle 
and reached an altitude of 189 km (117 
miles), the official said.

Any launch of objects using ballistic 
missile technology is a violation of the 
United Nations Security Council reso-
lutions. The North has defied the ban, 
saying it infringes on its sovereign rights 
to self-defense and the pursuit of space 
exploration.

The launch drew swift condemnation 
from Japan, with Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe saying further provocative action 
was possible.

Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshi-
hide Suga described the launch as “ex-

tremely problematic” and said Tokyo had 
lodged a strong protest.

South Korea’s foreign ministry also 
condemned the launch as a blunt chal-
lenge to a series of UN Security Council 
resolutions targeting North Korea’s nu-
clear and missile program. Seoul called 
a National Security Council meeting and 
vowed to respond strongly in case of fur-
ther provocations.

In a terse statement, U.S. Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson said: “The United 
States has spoken enough about North 
Korea. We have no further comment.”

Trump wants China to do more to 
exert its economic influence over unpre-
dictable Pyongyang to restrain its nuclear 
and missile programs.

China has denied it has any outsized 
influence on Pyongyang and Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
ruled out the chance of a link between 

the launch and the summit, saying, “I 
can’t see any certain connection between 
these two things.”

Ahead of the U.S.-China summit in 
Florida, Trump had threatened to use 
crucial trade ties with China to pressure 
Beijing into more action on North Korea.

A senior U.S. White House official said 
Trump wanted to work with China and 
described the discussions over North 
Korea as a test for the U.S.-Chinese re-
lationship.

North Korea could choose to contin-
ue with missile-related activities through 
next week, when the isolated and impov-
erished country celebrates the 105th an-
niversary of the birth of the state’s found-
er, Kim Il Sung.

It has used the anniversary in previous 
years to test-fire the intermediate-range 
Musudan ballistic missile and to launch 
long-range rockets to try to put satellites 

into orbit.
An expert on the North’s political 

strategy warned against reading too 
much political significance into the tim-
ing of the tests ahead of the U.S-China 
summit.

North Korea failed in an attempt to 
launch a ballistic missile from its east 
coast two weeks ago. Earlier in March, it 
fired four missiles towards Japan, some 
of which came as close as 300 km (190 
miles) to the Japanese coast.

It has also conducted two nuclear 
weapons tests since January 2016, all in 
defiance of UN sanctions.

The U.S. and South Korean militaries 
said initial assessments indicated the lat-
est launch was of a KN-15 medium-range 
ballistic missile, which would be the same 
kind North Korea test-launched in Feb-
ruary.

Pyongyang tested a new type of me-
dium- to long-range ballistic missile in 
February, which it later said was an up-
graded, extended-range version of its sub-
marine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM).

North Korea has carried out several 
SLBM tests near Sinpo.

The North is believed to be develop-
ing an intercontinental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) that could hit the United States 
and its Leader, Kim Jong Un, has vowed 
to test-launch one at any time.

Experts and officials in the South and 
the United States believe Pyongyang is 
still some time away from mastering all 
the technology needed for an opera-
tional ICBM system, such as re-entry into 
the atmosphere and subsequent missile 
guidance.

(Source: Reuters)

Although members and supporters of the Islamic State 
in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) have frequently com-
mented on President Trump and his policies, analysts 
have been puzzled by the terrorist group’s official silence 
about him. Trump had not been mentioned in any of the 
group’s official media — all frequent venues for criticism 
or taunting of former President Barack Obama and oth-
er world leaders.

More than two months after Trump was sworn in as 
president, the ISIL’s spokesman on Tuesday released the 
group’s first official statement on him, in an audio re-
cording calling him an “idiot” and deriding his attacks on 
Muslims, among other claims.

Even then, Trump was only indirectly insulted rather 
than called out by name.

“America, you have drowned and there is no savior; 
you have become prey for the soldiers of the caliphate 
in every part of the Earth; you are bankrupt, and the 
signs of your demise are evident to every eye,” the 

spokesman said, according to a translation by Reuters. 
“There is no more evidence than the fact that you are 
being run by an idiot who does not know what Syria or 
Iraq or Islam is.”

Some terrorism experts have called some of Trump’s 
statements and policies — particularly his ban on visas 
for people from a selection of predominantly Muslim 
countries — a potential boon to propaganda by the ISIL. 
The group has long asserted that Muslims are victims of 
discrimination and abuse in the West, and supporters 
and ISIL terrorists have seized on some of Trump’s state-
ments as evidence of hostility toward Muslims.

During the Mosul offensive, a civilian trapped in an 
area of the city under Islamic State control told The New 
York Times by telephone that the group’s fighters on his 
street were jokingly calling Trump’s executive travel order 
“a blessed ban.”

By contrast, Obama was frequently named in ISIL 
publications and statements.

The new recording by Abu Hassan, the ISIL’s spokes-
man, is only the second one publicly released. The first 
was four months ago.

He is considered to be a little-known figure who 
moved into the post after the group’s long-serving 
spokesman, Abu Muhammad al-Adnani, was killed last 
year in an airstrike.

The speech makes references to current events, in-
cluding the ongoing offensive in Mosul. In closing, Abu 
Hassan appears to also make a reference to the recent 
bombing in St. Petersburg, calling on supporters, in-
cluding in Russia, to rise up.

“O monotheists in America, Europe and Russia! O 
supporters of the caliphate; you who have listened to 
the call to fight!” he said, according to a translation pro-
vided by the SITE Intelligence Group. “You are today 
a knife in the backs of the polytheists, so roll up your 
sleeves.”

(Source: The New York Times)

Jordan’s King Abdullah II has headed to the Unit-
ed States in a high profile visit aimed at rein-
forcing ties with the administration of President 
Donald Trump.

Abdullah was welcomed by Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson upon arrival in Washington, DC, on Tuesday.

The monarch first held separate meetings with De-
fense Secretary James Mattis and National Security Ad-
viser Herbert McMaster.

Later in the day, he held an official meeting with Till-
erson, who threw a luncheon for the king and his del-
egation.

According to Jordan’s official news agency Petra, the 
meetings revolved around the strategic partnership be-
tween Washington and Amman as well as regional is-
sues such as terrorism.

Abdullah expressed willingness to expand military 
ties with the U.S. and underscored the importance of 
such cooperation in addressing the widespread terror 
threat across the Middle East.

The Syrian peace process as well as Iraq’s war against 
extremist groups were also high on the agenda, accord-
ing to Petra.

Abdullah also called for re-launching negotiations 
between Israel and Palestine, arguing that the absence 
of a two-state solution for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
would lead to more extremism.

Trump has flip-flopped on his support for the two-
state solution, causing concern among Arab leaders.

Taking an indirect swipe at Trump’s plans to move the 
U.S. embassy in Israel to al-Quds (Jerusalem), Jordan’s 
king warned that changing the historical situation in al-
Quds “will have negative repercussions on the entire 
region.”

He is slated to meet Trump on Wednesday. Abdullah 
became the first Arab leader to meet Trump in February.

 Meeting with Sisi

King Abdullah II also held a meeting with Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, who was wrapping up his 
Washington tour.

According to Petra News, regional and interna-
tional efforts to jump-start peace talks between 
Palestine and the Israeli regime were the focus of 
the meeting.

Fresh off his own meeting with the U.S. president the 
day before, Sisi agreed with Abdullah that the Amman 
Declaration, issued at the end of an Arab summit held at 
the Dead Sea last week, should be used as the basis to 
achieve peace in the Middle East.

Syria, Iran, Libya and the ongoing battle against 
terror were some of the other topics addressed in the 
meeting.

Prior to leaving Amman, Abdullah hosted British 
Prime Minister Theresa May, who is on a three-day trip 
aimed at reinforcing ties with Jordan and Saudi Arabia in 
the wake of Brexit.

(Source: Press TV)

More than 100 United States Navy in-
structor pilots announced a boycott late 
last week over the leadership’s alleged 
failure to deal with a problem in the train-
ing jets’ oxygen system.

“The pilots don’t feel safe flying this 

aircraft,” one instructor pilot said about 
the issue, according to a report published 
Tuesday evening.

Since the protest started, hundreds 
of training flights have been grounded. 
Among the student pilots affected is Ma-

rine 1st Lt. Michael Pence, the son of Vice 
President Mike Pence.

Senior naval aviators testified before 
Congress last week that physiological 
problems, some resulting from issues with 
the oxygen system, have quadrupled on 

the T-45 training jet in the past five years.
Navy officials said they plan to order more 

advanced hydrocarbon sensors, which are 
able to be analyzed on site, allowing the in-
vestigation to take place quickly.

(Source: Washington Examiner)

 1  A short video of the corvette was 
posted on Gibraltar’s official Twitter page.

The incident came as May and British 
foreign secretary, Boris Johnson, moved 
to cool tensions, dismissing Howard’s 
talk of military escalation. The Spanish 
foreign minister, Alfonso Dastis, had also 
told Britain to calm down.

However, Spain does not recognize 
Gibraltar ’s territorial waters. Spanish 
fishing and naval vessels frequently pass 

close to Gibraltar, and spats and recrimi-
nations are not uncommon.

Last November, the Gibraltar squad-
ron’s patrol boat HMS Sabre fired flares 
at a Spanish research vessel that had 
strayed into British Gibraltar territorial 
waters after efforts to contact it by radio 
failed. The vessel withdrew.

In August 2015, Gibraltar ’s chief min-
ister accused the Spanish government of 
an “outrageous” violation of British sover-

eignty by sending boats and helicopters 
into British waters.

Fabian Picardo said he was “aston-
ished and appalled” after Spanish police 
made several incursions into British wa-
ters while chasing criminals. The Royal 
Navy helped escort the Servicio de Vigi-
lancia Aduanera (SVA) – the Spanish po-
lice’s drugs and money laundering squad 
– out of British waters after the interna-
tional row.

A year earlier, a Spanish warship dis-
rupted a British forces parachute training 
exercise before it was escorted from the 
area by HMS Sabre.

In August 2013, British military and 
police boats had to push back a flotilla 
of about 38 Spanish vessels that were 
protesting against a concrete reef built 
by Gibraltar ’s government to protect its 
fish stocks.

(Source: The Guardian)

ISIL officially taunts Trump, ending a conspicuous silence

King Abdullah of Jordan in U.S. for high-level talks

Report: U.S. navy instructor pilots go on strike over unsafe flying conditions

Foreign Office defends navy for ordering Spanish warship out of Gibraltar waters
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Former senior World Anti-Doping 
Agency official David Howman was ap-
pointed on Wednesday as head of the 
newly established Athletics Integrity Unit 
to battle doping and corruption amid a 
drop in the sport’s popularity.

International athletics federation (IAAF) 
President Seb Coe said Howman, who was 
director general at WADA for 13 years until 
2016, was the perfect choice to chair the AIU.

The AIU takes over from the IAAF’s 
former anti-doping department and will 
manage testing, intelligence gathering 
and investigations among other things.

It will also address issues of bribery, 
corruption, betting and the manipula-
tion of competition results in athletics.

“The AIU is all about the athlete. It is our 
responsibility to create the right framework 
for everyone to succeed,” Coe said.

“I am therefore delighted that we have 
attracted someone of the caliber and ex-
perience of David Howman as chairper-

son, as we set out to create a place where 
athletes can understand the rules and gain 
knowledge, confidence and experience.”

Coe is hoping to reform the IAAF fol-
lowing the departure of his predecessor 
Lamine Diack in 2015, who is the subject 
of an ongoing French investigation into 
corruption and embezzlement.

He passed sweeping reforms late 
last year, including the establishment 
of the AIU.

“I want athletics to be on every 
observable metric a top four sport in the 
next four years,” Coe, a former Olympic 
track and field champion, said at an 
international sports convention.

The IAAF still has many unresolved 
issues, however, and has triggered 
the wrath of Russia after it banned its 
athletics team from competing at last 
year’s Rio de Janeiro Olympics over the 
country’s huge doping scandal.

(Source: Reuters)

211,745 FIFA Confederations Cup 
tickets had been sold via FIFA.com/
tickets by the time the first-come, first-
served sales phase came to an end 
at 12.00 CET today. As at previous 
editions of the FIFA Confederations 
Cup, the majority of ticket requests 
have come from the host country but 
foreign fans have also shown increased 
interest, particularly those from Chile 
who have requested more than 7,111 
tickets so far.

Ticket sales will restart on 19 April 
when the Last Minute Sales phase kicks 
off at FIFA.com/tickets. In addition to 
these online sales, supporters will then 
also have the opportunity to purchase 
tickets at the FIFA Venue Ticketing 
Centres that will open on the same day 
in all four FIFA Confederations Cup host 
cities – Saint Petersburg, Sochi, Kazan 
and Moscow. The location details 
and opening hours of the FIFA Venue 

Ticketing Centres will be published on 
FIFA.com/tickets in due course.

All tickets purchased by 5 April will 
be delivered via courier service starting 
in May 2017. It will not be possible to 
collect these tickets from the FIFA Venue 
Ticketing Centres. Tickets purchased 
online as of 19 April are to be picked up 
from the FIFA Venue Ticketing Centres.

To attend matches at the FIFA 
Confederations Cup Russia 2017, 
all ticket holders need to apply for 
a Fan ID from www.fan-id.ru. Each 
individual needs to obtain one 
personalised Fan ID, irrespective of 
the number of matches that will be 
attended or the number of ticket 
applications submitted. FIFA does not 
assume any liability or responsibility 
in respect of the application, issuance 
and use of such identification 
documents (Fan ID).

(Source: FIFA)

Lewis Hamilton has raised his game but 
whether the Mercedes driver can deny 
Ferrari a second successive win of the 
season in China this weekend remains to 
be seen.

On paper, the triple world champion 
is still the man to beat -- the most 
successful driver by far in Shanghai with 
four wins to date.

“Lewis is the best Lewis that I’ve seen 
in the last four years, both on and off 
the track,” said Mercedes team boss Toto 
Wolff after the Briton started on pole and 
finished second to Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel 
in the Australian season-opener.

“He has become a pillar of this team 
and he proved that in Melbourne.”

But Vettel is leading the championship, 
the first time a non-Mercedes driver has 
done that since he took his fourth title 
with Red Bull in 2013, and once-dominant 
Mercedes have a fight on their hands.

Mercedes, who have taken both the 
drivers and constructors’ titles for the last 
three years, have won four of the last five 
races in China.

As Melbourne showed, however, past 
form may count for little in a season of 
sweeping rule change.

“If you think you are going to cruise 
to victory in the future, based on a track 
record of success, you’ll be proven wrong 
very quickly,” said Wolff.

“Australia was a weekend full of lessons, 
now we go to China ready and excited for 
another battle.”

Ferrari have not started a season with 
consecutive wins since 2004 at the peak 
of the Michael Schumacher era, the Italian 
team taking 15 victories from 18 races that 
season.

Vettel’s win in Australia ended a 
victory drought for Ferrari stretching 
back to September 2015, and drew rare 
praise from company chairman Sergio 

Marchionne, but they must now prove 
they can be genuine contenders.

“You really have to go step by step,” said 
Vettel.

“It’s good to know that we have a 
great car but it’s just the beginning: new 
regulations, new generations of cars so 
there will be a lot of progress.”

The cars this year are longer and wider, 
sporting fatter tires and more swept-
back bodywork as part of a rules shake-
up aimed at making them faster, more 

spectacular to watch and harder to drive.
But overtaking has also become more 

difficult, with Australia raising concern 
about the lack of real moves.

The long straights and wide sweeps of 
the Shanghai circuit saw 128 passes last 
year, more than at any other track, and 
should provide a more definitive verdict.

Once-great McLaren can expect to be 
on the receiving end, with engine partners 
Honda under intense pressure after a slow 
start to the season.

“The characteristics of the Shanghai 
International Circuit are very different from 
Melbourne, and its long, fast straights 
will likely expose the weaknesses in our 
package more than Albert Park did,” said 
McLaren Racing Director Eric Boullier.

Italian rookie Antonio Giovinazzi 
makes his second start for Sauber as a 
replacement for Pascal Wehrlein, with the 
Swiss team concerned the German still 
needs time to get race fit. 

(Source: Reuters)

211,745 FIFA Confederations Cup tickets sold 
as first-come, first-served sales phase ends

Athletics - Former WADA official to 
head new Athletics Integrity Unit

UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin has accused 
Europe’s top leagues of attempting to “blackmail” the 
governing body.

The European Professional Football Leagues (EPFL), 
which represents leagues from 25 countries, has been 
critical of UEFA since being left out of key talks on changing 
Champions League entries and prize money distribution.

A deal between the EPFL and UEFA to avoid schedule 
clashes expired last month, and the EPFL said its leagues 
would now be free to organise games at the same time as 
Champions League or Europa League matches.

“We will never give in to the blackmail of those who 
think they can manipulate small leagues or impose their will 
on the associations because they think they are all powerful 
on account of the astronomical revenues they generate,” 
Ceferin said at the UEFA Congress.

Ceferin also said UEFA was considering action on sexual 
abuse in youth football after numerous accusations in the 
UK over recent months.

“We cannot shut our eyes,” Ceferin said. “The solutions 
we are exploring include a charter, the establishment of 
records, training and education for players and coaches, 
legal aid for victims and lobbying the European institutions 
regarding statutes of limitation.”

The UEFA Congress unanimously approved a package 
of reforms proposed by Ceferin requiring the organisation’s 
top officials to also hold positions in their own countries’ 
national association. There will also be a limit of three four-
year terms at UEFA.

The measures aim to make sure officials are not “out of 
touch with reality,” Ceferin said.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino attended the congress 
and said Ceferin’s election last year had ended years of 
feuding between the governing bodies.

“This stupid rivalry between UEFA and FIFA does not 
exist anymore and does not have to exist,” Infantino said 
before hugging Ceferin.

Relations between FIFA and UEFA became strained 

in recent years under the leadership of Sepp Blatter and 
Michel Platini. Both have since been banned from football 
for corruption.

Seats on the FIFA Council were confirmed for Sandor 
Csanyi (Hungary), Dejan Savicevic (Montenegro) and Costakis 
Koutsokoumnis (Cyprus), who will serve through to 2021.

They were unopposed because Icelandic candidate 
Geir Thorsteinsson withdrew and Russian candidate Vitaly 
Mutko failed eligibility checks because of his role as Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister. A special election will be held in 
September for a fourth FIFA Council spot.

Separately, German Football Association president 
Reinhard Grindel was appointed to replace predecessor 
Wolfgang Niersbach’s spot on the council, which runs until 
2019. Niersbach was banned from football last year after 
the FIFA Ethics Committee ruled he failed to report possible 
misconduct related to Germany being awarded hosting 
rights for the 2006 World Cup.

(Source: Soccernet)

UEFA boss slams leagues over ‘blackmail’

‘Best ever’ Hamilton faces ‘Best ever’ Hamilton faces 
resurgent Ferrariresurgent Ferrari

The seeds of a new Germany
Sometimes the past and the future collide with explosive results. 
That’s what happened in 2005 at the FIFA Confederations Cup 
in Germany. The host Germans had set upon a bold path to 
turn their football, so long about physicality, competitiveness 
and grit, into something to make the whole country, and the 
football-loving world, smile. 

This was a brave notion as the tried-and-trusted “German 
way” had led to seven FIFA World Cup™ Finals and three titles 
since 1954. But, scheduled to play host to the World Cup again 
in 2006 under the cheery banner of ‹A time to make friends›, 
attack and freedom had infiltrated the country’s football. The 
appeal of positive play captured the nation’s imagination. It was 
such a playful approach to the game that some German fans 
might have thought imposters were wearing the famous white 
kit in the European summer of ‘05. 

“There was a great atmosphere that summer,” Germany 
coach, then and now, Joachim Low said about the eight-team 
event in 2005, a warm-up of sorts for the 2006 World Cup. 
“There was a new spirit of optimism in our country then.” 

The German team typified this new optimism, and the coach-
ing tandem of Low and former German World Cup winner from 
1990, Jurgen Klinsmann, electrified the watching world. Die 
Mannschaft displayed style, grace, and most of all, attacking 
flair. And while they only managed to finish third, they scored a 
whopping nine goals in the group stage alone. In fact, their low-
est-scoring game was the semi-final loss to a sumptuous Brazil 
led by Ronaldinho and Kaka. They were beaten 3-2 in one of the 
most exciting contests in Confederations Cup history. 

“When you look back on a tournament you don’t win, there’s 
a certain amount of disappointment,” Klinsmann told FIFA.com 
about the competition where the home fans saluted their team 
with a standing ovation despite failing to reach the final. “But we 
accomplished what we set out to. Our goal was to play with en-
ergy and passion, to push the ball forward and not let the other 
teams dictate the play. We did that and we did it with style.» 

“The spectators were right behind us,” said captain Michael 
Ballack, who scored from the spot in a goal-littered opener with 
Australia which ended 4-3. “They really embraced the tourna-
ment in 2005. The matches were all sold-out. It had real signif-
icance and, as a player, you notice that. It makes a difference. 
There’s a great motivation that comes with that.” 

If you look with a vision too narrow, you might think the 
change of approach exemplified by the 2005 German team 
wasn’t successful. They only managed to finish third, after all, the 
same place they finished with a similar flair in 2006 and then four 
years after that again at South Africa 2010. But it planted the 
seeds for a glorious future as a high-flying German side winning 
their fourth World Cup crown with style in 2014. 

This year in Russia, the Germans – reigning world champions 
– head back to the Confederations Cup where all that optimism, 
hope and change began. Be prepared for them to provide goals 
and excitement aplenty as they reap the harvest of those seeds 
they planted in ‘05. 

(Source: FIFA)

Two players arrested in 
Eldense 12-0 probe
Police in Spain have made three more arrests, including two 
players, in relation to a match-fixing investigation at CD Eldense.

Investigators had already detained the third-tier club’s coach 
Filippo Vito di Pierro and general director Nobile Capuani.

The arrests were made following Eldense’s 12-0 weekend 
defeat at Barcelona B. Eldense conceded five goals after 15 
minutes and were 8-0 down at half-time.

The Spanish Football Federation (RFEF) announced on 
Wednesday that it had opened disciplinary proceedings against 
Eldense over match-fixing allegations following the “striking” 
and “rare” result.

A statement said: “The competition judge considers there 
is enough rational evidence to begin extraordinary disciplinary 
proceedings against Club Deportivo Eldense, and all its 
members, players, staff and the club delegate that were included 
in that match report.”

Superdeporte reported that the latest arrests were of two 
players and another coach.

Those detained could face charges of “corruption between 
individuals” and “belonging to an organised crime group,” the 
report said. The report said on-loan Valencia midfielder Mike 
Wayne Fernandez Greenwood was among those detained.

A Valencia spokesperson told ESPN FC: “We are aware of 
the current situation of our player. The player is entitled to a 
presumption of innocence.

“We have zero tolerance regarding this issue, and we will wait 
to see what happens.”

David Aguilar, the president of Eldense’s managing board, 
has announced the names of 12 first-team players who will 
continue playing for the club, with Fernandez not among them.

The allegations came to light after Eldense player Cheikh 
Saad accused three teammates and acting coach Fran Ruiz 
Casares of match-fixing.

Another Eldense player, David Azin, left on the bench for 
Saturday’s match, said he did not wish to come on as a substitute 
because he believed the game had been thrown.

The 27-year-old told Welt: “Our assistant coach told another 
[player] already in the hotel that this match must be lost with a 
margin higher than five.

“Because I knew which players were involved, it was evident 
to me that they put on a show and you could see they were not 
even giving it 50 percent.”

Aguilar said he suspected other games had been fixed, 
including Cornella’s 3-1 win at home to Eldense on March 19 
when irregular betting patterns surrounded an encounter that 
included three penalties.                                (Source: soccernet)
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Eden Hazard could be 
making an error in leaving 
Chelsea for Madrid - Ballack
Former Chelsea midfielder Michael Ballack has warned Eden 
Hazard that he might be making a huge mistake if tries to 
engineer a move to Real Madrid this summer.

Ex-Germany international Ballack, who rejected the 
advances of Madrid when he signed for Bayern Munich from 
Bayer Leverkusen in 2002, believes Hazard will be “giving 
up a lot” if he swaps Stamford Bridge for the Santiago 
Bernabeu.

Madrid have been 
strongly linked with 
the Belgium captain 
but Ballack suspects he 
will face a challenge to 
establish himself if he 
makes the move to the 
Spanish capital.

“Hazard has a decision 
to make and he needs to 
consider what he would 
be walking away from at 
Chelsea if he moves to 
Real Madrid now,” Ballack, 
now a pundit for BT Sport, 
told ESPN FC.

“Right now, Hazard is 
the top player at one of the biggest clubs in Europe, living 
in a fantastic city. Does he want to give all that up and then 
try to be a success at Real Madrid?

“He should realise that he can be the top player for 
another few years at Chelsea. It has taken time for him to 
establish himself at this level at Chelsea and he will need to 
start again if he moves to Real Madrid.

“I can’t give him advice on this. It is not just about a 
lot of money, even though that does count in a decision 
for every player. If we just speak about football, he has 
signed for Chelsea for a long time and he will not have the 
standing he has now at any other top club. This should be 
important for him.”

Ballack said he could not explain how Hazard’s form has 
been transformed from his disappointing performances 
last season to his impressive displays during Chelsea’s title 
challenge this term, but suspects reported disagreements 
with former manager Jose Mourinho may not have been 
the only reason for his dip in form.

“There must have been a reason why he was playing like 
he was last season,” Ballack said. “He seemed to be that a 
player like Hazard was unhappy on the pitch.

“Only he can explain the reasons, whether it was the 
other players or what seemed like his coach. Maybe he had 
some private problems, we never know.

“This season it is completely a different player. Suddenly, 
he loves football again, he has freedom. It is difficult for the 
rest of us to know why. He played in a position that suits him, 
he had the same players around him as this season, but the 
performances were so different.

“Sometimes players are sensitive these days. If they feel 
misunderstood or if they are not getting what they want, 
they have the power to play below their best. Players have 
a power now and managers don’t always have enough to 
control them, this is true.

“All we can say so far is that he is fantastic this season and 
it seems to be working for him again.”

Ballack said Chelsea will need to retain the services 
of Hazard if they are to make a mark in the Champions 
League next season, though he expects them to struggle 
to replicate this term’s dominance when they return to 
Europe’s top club competition.

“Clearly they need to keep players like Hazard, Diego 
Costa and the manager Antonio Conte, but it is too early 
to say how competitive this Chelsea team could be in the 
Champions League,” Ballack said.

“They are still trying to close the gap to the big teams. 
I don’t see that they are in a position to win the Champions 
League next season. It’s surprising that they are dominating 
the Premier League so much, but the amount of games they 
will have next season will challenge them.

“This season, we have big spaces between matches and 
that has helped them with their recovery. We have to wait 
to see what happens with the coach and the players that 
come in during the summer and only then we can make 
judgments on where they would rank against the best 
teams in Europe.”

(Source: Soccernet)

Persepolis take another step 
toward IPL title

TEHRAN — Persepolis football team 
defeated Paykan 2-0 in Iran Professional 

League (IPL) on Wednesday.
Ali Alipour scored a 

long-range shot in the 55th 
minute and Mehdi Taremi 
scored a late goal to seal a 
2-0 victory for the Reds. 

Mohammad Sadegh Ba-
rani from Paykan was sent off 
by the referee in the added 
time for pushing Taremi. 

With four weeks remain-
ing, Persepolis went 12 
points clear at the top of the 
table.

Earlier in the day, 
struggling team Siahjamegan 
defeated title-holder Esteghlal Khuzestan 2-1 in Mashhad. 

Esteghlal are second with one game in hands. 
The Blues will face Gostaresh Foolad on Thursday and 

Tractor Sazi meet Sab on Friday. 

Liverpool and Tottenham Hotspur have 
joined the chase for Middlesbrough 
defender Ben Gibson, sources close to 
the player have told ESPN FC.

Chelsea and Manchester City have 
been strongly linked with the centre-
half in recent weeks, but both Spurs 
and the Anfield club have now joined 
the hunt.

Gibson has impressed for 
Middlesbrough this season and helped 
them, despite their Premier League 
struggles, to the fifth-best defensive 
record in the top flight.

The 24-year-old was rewarded with 
a first call-up to the England squad for 
the win over Lithuania, but did not play.

Spurs boss Mauricio Pochettino is 
looking to add to his defensive options, 
having had to use midfielder Eric Dier in 
central defence in the absence of either 
Jan Vertonghen or Toby Alderweireld.

Liverpool’s Jurgen Klopp has also 
been keeping tabs on Gibson, and 
Boro seem likely to lose the academy 
product if they suffer relegation from 
the Premier League.

(Source: Skysports)

Tottenham and Liverpool join chase for 
Middlesbrough’s Ben Gibson - sources

A Berlin-based futsal club has been 
forced to change its name from Arsenal 
Berlin after a legal intervention by the 
Premier League side that inspired their 
name.

After seven years as Arsenal Berlin, 
the club was ordered to change its name 
by a Hamburg-based law firm acting on 
behalf of London giants Arsenal, and will 
now be known as Berlin City Futsal.

It means the 24-member club also 
has to change its logos and website.

Arsenal had argued that their 
reputation and worldwide name 
recognition is down to significant 
investment in advertising campaigns as 
well as on-pitch success, meaning the 
brand needed protection.

The London club argued that could 
be put at risk if they tolerated smaller 
clubs having very similar names.

“The methods are excessive,” 

Arsenal Berlin founder Jorg Meinhardt 
told ESPN FC.

“The idea that we could have a 
negative influence on Arsenal’s business 
operations is remarkable.”

(Source: soccernet)

Arsenal order futsal club to 
change name

A sparkling performance from Sara 
Ghomi helped the Islamic Republic of 

Iran to a dominant 6-0 Group D win over Singapore 
on Wednesday, a victory which keeps alive their 
hopes of qualifying for the 2018 AFC Women’s Asian 
Cup in Jordan.

The richly deserved success was Iran’s first in 
the qualifying tournament, following Monday’s 2-0 
campaign opening defeat at the hands of Myanmar.

With 29-year-old forward Ghomi, who was to score 
in each half, proving to be a constant thorn in the side of 
the Singaporean defence, Maryam Azmoun’s side were 
quick to take control of the match, creating chances and 
forcing a series of corners.

Their early pressure went without reward, however, 
until Zahra Ghanbari’s thumping strike from the edge 
of the penalty area gave them the lead after fourteen 
minutes.

The Iranians doubled their lead almost instantly when 
Ghomi’s spectacular volley on the turn beat goalkeeper 
Noor Kusumawati less than a minute later, to put her 
side firmly in the driver’s seat with well over an hour to 
play, the-afc wrote. 

As Iran’s confidence grew, so did their dominance of 
a Singapore side which consistently struggled to gain 
a foothold in the match, and was hampered by chief 
attacking weapons Nur Raudhah Khamis and Lim Li 
Xian’s inability to exert any real influence on proceedings.

By way of contrast, the Iranian midfield trio of Ghomi, 
Ghanbari and Shabnam Behesht ran riot, a dominance which 
paid off once again seven minutes into the second half.

This time, Kusumawati spilled Behesht’s shot, and 
Ghomi was on hand to steer the ball into the empty 
net for her second of the match and put the result 
beyond any doubt.

As the Singaporeans tired in the latter stages, 
substitute Fatemeh Ghasemi added a fourth goal with 

five minutes remaining, before striker Foroogh Mouri 
made it five two minutes later.

Mouri then rounded Kusumawati to complete Iran’s 
scoring spree in the dying stages of the match, and put 
the icing on a near-perfect performance.

With their campaign now seemingly back on track, 
Iran can look forward the luxury of a day off Matchday 
Three before returning for what looms as a crucial 
meeting with Vietnam on Sunday, while Singapore will 
face the same opponents on Friday.
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Iran beat Singapore in 
Women’s Asian Cup Qualifiers

It was a great despair 
for Iran as they 

finished in fourth place in the 11th Asian 
Boys’ U19 Volleyball Championship.

On Wednesday, Iran lost to China 
3-1 (22–25, 25–22, 25–21, 25–19) in 
the third-place playoff at the Wunna 
Theikdi Indoor Stadium in Nay Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar.

For Iran, the 11th edition in Myanmar 
turned out to be a nightmare as they 
left the competition venue with their 
heads low in great despair following a 
fourth-place finish at the championship, 
which they have won for seven times 
including six in a row. Above all, it was 
the first time that Iran dropped from 
the top-three podium in this biennial 
tournament since their debut effort in 
2001 at home.

Among the eight editions they took 
part in, only their second appearance 
in 2003 saw the Iranians finish second. 
They finished on top of the remaining 

episodes they participated which 
consisted of 2001, 2005, 2007, 2008, 
2010, 2012 and 2014.

Zhang Jingyin scored a match-
high 22 points for China including 
19 kills from 32 attempts. Tian Cong 
contributed 13 attack hits and 4 
stuff blocks. Morteza Sharifi led 
Iran with 20 points, all of them from 
devastating spikes, while Ali Tabari 
contributed 17 kills.

After the match, China’s head coach 
Wang Haichuan expressed his upset 
over his team’s failure to make it to the 
final. “Despite a big win over defending 
champions Iran, I’m just a little happy 
because we missed a chance to 
compete in the final. After this, we will 
continue our training in preparation for 
the World Championship in Bahrain. Six 
new players will join our team for the 
world meet.”

Japan won the title after defeating 
South Korea 3-0 in the final match. 

Iran claim fourth in Asian Boys’ U19 
Volleyball Championship

Iran men’s national futsal team has tied 
with Croatia in a friendly fixture staged 
as part of preparations for the 2017 
Asian Indoor and Martial Arts Games, 
which are scheduled to be held in 
Turkmenistan later this year.

In a match held in the southern 
Croatian city of Dubrovnik on Tuesday 
evening, both teams did not put in an 
impressive performance for much of 
the time, and the scrimmage ended in 
a 1-1 draw.

 The Croatia national futsal team, 
nicknamed Vatreni (The Blazers), had 
defeated the Iranian team 4-2 in an 
exhibition game the previous day.

The Iranian men’s national futsal 
team is getting ready for the 2017 
Asian Indoor and Martial Arts Games, 
which is also counted as the 5th Asian 
Indoor Games.

The games will open in the Turkmen 
capital city of Ashgabat on September 
17, and will close on September 27.

According to the latest monthly 
classification published by the 
Asociación Mundial de Futsal (AMF), 
which is the governing body of futsal, 
the Iranian squad has preserved its 
position as Asia’s best and stayed put 
in the sixth place of the world’s overall 
standings. Team Melli Futsal earned 
1,595 points.

Kazakhstan maintained the 9th slot 
in the latest AMF rankings with 1,451 
points. The Central Asians are followed 
by Thais and the Japanese, who have 
claimed the 15th and 16th places 
respectively with 1,360 and 1,358 
points.

Brazil is the top-ranked futsal 
team in the world with 1,916 points. 
Spaniards notched up 1,889 points to 
sit in the second position, while third-
placed Russians kept their position with 
1,763 points. Argentina collected 1,706 
points to stand fourth.

(Source: Presstv)

Iran, Croatia share points in futsal 
friendly match



Fajr lineup for Retrospective of 
Baltic Cinema announced

Berlin-based international artists to 
bring works to Tehran showcase

TEHRAN — The 
Tarrahan Azad Gallery 

in Tehran will be hosting an exhibition 
of mixed media by a number of Berlin-
based international artists, which will 
open on April 21.

“The contemporary artists who will be 
12 to 15 in numbers are mostly from Italy, 
Austria and Africa who are living in Berlin,” 
co-curator Zartosht Rahimi told the 
Persian service of MNA on Wednesday.

“Four of the artists will come to Tehran 
to set up their artworks in the exhibit 
named ‘Copy Paste’, while others will be 
supervising their works, which will be an 
exact copy of their original artworks,” he 
added.

The exhibit will open a new window 
to contemporary art, Rahimi said, 
adding, “Idea and concept speak first in 
contemporary art, and this exhibit aims 
to highlight the identity of contemporary 

art, which offers a more public art to the 
visitors.”

Installation, photo, video art and 
performance art are among the works 
to go on display at the gallery, which is 
located at 5 Salmas Square, off Fatemi St.

HONG KONG (AP) — A stunning 59.6 carat 
diamond known as the “Pink Star ” sold for $71.2 
million at a Sotheby’s auction Tuesday in Hong 
Kong, setting a new world record for any diamond 
or jewel, according to the auction house.

The oval mixed-cut diamond smashed the $60 
million pre-sale estimate set by Sotheby’s when it 
went on the block.

The sale comes three years after the gem was 
sold at an even higher price at another Sotheby’s 
auction in Geneva. That deal later fell apart after 
the buyer defaulted.

The gem is the largest flawless fancy vivid pink 
diamond ever graded by the Gemological Institute 
of America.

Three telephone bidders competed for the stone 
during five tense minutes of bidding. The crowd 
in the packed auction room applauded when it 
was sold for a hammer price of $63 million , not 
including the buyer ’s premium.

Sotheby’s Asia Chairwoman Patti Wong said the 
winning bidder was Hong Kong jeweler Chow Tai 
Fook.

“We’re very happy,” Wong said. “I know there 
was a lot of talk about the economy in China not 
being as positive as it was a few years ago,” but 
the results from its jewelry auction Tuesday, which 
included nearly 200 other lots, were very strong, 

she said.
Wong said the company is not worried about 

another default because the bidders were 
vetted and have longstanding relationships with 
Sotheby’s.

“We’re very, very confident that all three bidders 

had the financial capability, and of course the buyer 
definitely had the financial capability,” she said.

Until now, the most expensive diamond ever 
sold at auction was the “Oppenheimer Blue,” which 
fetched 56.8 million Swiss francs (then $57.6 million) 
last May. The previous world auction record for a 
pink diamond was $46.2 million for the 24.78 carat 
“Graff Pink” in 2010.

Sotheby’s decided the time was right to bring 
the diamond back to the market because of rising 
demand from wealthy Asian buyers.

“The Asian element in the jewelry market is 
extremely important and from what I’ve been 
hearing from members of the trade I’ve been talking 
to, in the last six months they have become more 
and more important,” said David Bennett, chairman 
of the auction house’s jewelry division.

The “Pink Star ” was mined in Africa by De Beers in 
1999 as a raw 132.5 carat gem and cut over a two-
year period. In November 2013 it was auctioned for 
a record $83 million to New York diamond cutter 
Isaac Wolf, who failed to pay.

The auction house was then forced to buy the 
diamond itself because had guaranteed a $60 million 
sale price. Last year it sold an unspecified stake in the 
diamond, valued at $72 million on its balance sheet, 
to two companies, diamond specialist Diacore and 
New York jeweler Mellen Inc.

TEHRAN —
The 35th Fajr 

International Film Festival 
announced the lineup for the 
Retrospective of Baltic Cinema on 
Wednesday. 

Seven movies from Lithuania, 
Estonia and Latvia will be reviewed 
in the program.

The lineup includes “Exiled” by 
Davis Simanis, “The Chronicles of 
Melanie” by Viestur Kairish and 
“Dream Team 1935” by Aigars 
Grauba, all from Latvia.

Two films by Lithuanian 
filmmakers have also been selected 
for the retrospective. The films are 
“Kings’ Shift” by Ignas Miskinis 
and “The Excursionist” by Audrius 
Juzenas.

“The Spy and the Poet” by 
Toomas Hussar and “In the 

Crosswind” by Martti Helde, both 
from Estonia, are also among the 
films.

The 35th Fajr International Film 
Festival will be running from April 
21 to 28.

TEHRAN — Three 
Iranian movies will be 

screened at the 10th Tourfilm Riga, an 
international festival of tourism films, 
which is held in Latvia in April.

The films are “The Mirror of Fancy”, 
“Where Do We Go?” and “The Hole of 
Life”, the organizers announced.

“The Mirror of Fancy” by director 
Farhad Pakdel is about an expert on 
handicrafts who comes to Shiraz to do 
research on mirror art decoration at 
holy sites in Iran.

This film will be screened in a 
category for movies on culture 
tourism. 

“Where Do We Go?” is a 
documentary directed by Reza Majlesi, 
which warns about waste disposal and 
its environmental repercussions in 
northern Iran.

Directed by Ali-Mohammad 
Eqbaldar, “The Hole of Life” is about a 
little girl who saves the fish her father 
Catches.

Both of the films will compete in 
a section dedicated for movies on 
ecotourism.

The one-day festival will be held on 
April 29. 

NEW YORK (AP) — A timely, 
and timeless, debut novel about 
immigration and the class divide has 
won the PEN/Faulkner Award for 
fiction.

Imbolo Mbue’s “Behold the 
Dreamers” was chosen from hundreds 
of submitted works, the PEN/Faulkner 
Foundation announced Tuesday. 
The novel tells of immigrants from 

Cameroon, Mbue’s native country, and 
their hopes and struggles to succeed in 
New York City.

Mbue will receive $15,000 in prize 
money. The four runners-up, including 

Louise Erdrich and Garth Greenwell, 
each will be given $5,000. Previous 
winners of the PEN/Faulkner Award 
include E.L. Doctorow, Ann Patchett 
and Sherman Alexie.

TEHRAN — The 
director general of 

Italy’s Libraries and Cultural Institutes, 
Rossana Rummo, has said that her 
country will be attending the 30th 
Tehran International Book Fair (TIBF) 
with the motto “Timeless Beauty”.

She made the remarks during a 
meeting with officials of the Iran Cultural 
Fairs Institute (ICFI) at the 54th Bologna 
Children’s Book Fair on Tuesday, the 
ICFI announced on Wednesday.

Italy is the special guest of the 30th 
Tehran International Book Fair (TIBF) in 
May 2017.

Rummo explained that “Timeless 
Beauty” helps transfer two concepts to 
the mind of Iranian visitors, the first of 

which is the beauty of being together 
and second appreciating this beauty 
which is timeless. 

She called Italy’s participation in 
Iran a good opportunity where the two 
countries can know more about each 

other and review their longstanding 
historical relations.

She also remarked that 13 writers 
and 13 illustrators will be taking part 
in the Tehran fair as representatives of 
Italy.

Iran offered a wide variety of 
programs at the Bologna Children’s 
Book Fair, with a group of Iranian writers 
and illustrators in attendance. 

The book fair, which opened on April 
3, will come to an end today.
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Tehran photo 
exhibit to showcase 
leading figures of 
Iran’s Azarbaijan

“Swedish Dads” 
to come to Tehran 
exhibit

TEHRAN — Photos of 40 contemporary 
art elites and social figures from Iran’s 

Azarbaijan will be put on display in an exhibition, which 
is scheduled to open at Tehran’s Farda Gallery on Friday.

The photos are from a collection by photographer 
Pasha Hadian, the gallery announced on Wednesday.

The collection features portraits of composer Farhad 
Fakhreddini, filmmakers Tahmineh Milani and Seifollah 
Samadian, actor Reza Naji, cultural scholar Jaleh Amuzgar 
and dozens of other figures from the region located in the 
northwestern Iran.

The exhibition will run until April 13 at the gallery 
located at 2 Araabi Alley, Hosseini St., off Karim Khan Ave.

TEHRAN – “Swedish Dads”, a collection 
by Swedish photographer Johan 

Bavman, will be showcased in an exhibition at the Iranian 
Artists Forum (IAF) in Tehran on Friday.

The series, which contains 25 photos, focuses on the 
Swedish men who choose to stay at home with their child 
for at least six months as their parental leave.

The exhibition, which will be organized under the 
auspices of the Embassy of Sweden, will be running until 
April 14 at the IAF located on Musavi St., off Taleqani Ave. 
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Italy to present “Timeless Beauty” at Tehran book fair

In this Wednesday, March 29, 2017, file photo, the “Pink Star” diamond, 
the most valuable cut diamond ever offered at auction, is displayed 
by a model at a Sotheby’s auction room in Hong Kong. The stunning 
59.6 carat diamond has sold for HK$553 million or US$71.2 million at 
a Sotheby’s auction in Hong Kong, setting a record for any diamond 
or jewel. It’s Also the highest price for any work ever sold at auction 
in Asia.                                                                (AP/Vincent Yu, File)

Theron says villainous role 
in last “Fast and Furious” 
was challenge
BERLIN (Reuters) — Oscar winner Charlize Theron said it 
was an exciting challenge to play the main villain in the latest 
installment of the “Fast and Furious” racing film series with Vin 
Diesel.

“This is a franchise that has been built for 16 years on this 
idea of family being kind of the cornerstone ... and to play a 
character that has to kind of break all of that up, it was fun, yeah, 
and challenging,” Theron said at the Berlin premiere of “The Fate 
of the Furious.”

Diesel was also on hand for the release of the film, which is 
being marketed in Europe as “Fast and Furious 8” and features 
the signature fast car chases, daring stunts and explosions of the 
previous seven films.

“The Fate of the Furious” sees Diesel’s lead character Dominic 
Toretto go rogue. Theron, who won a best actress Academy 
Award for “Monster”, plays the villainous Cipher.

Diesel told reporters he felt as though he had “let the world 
down” when he left the film franchise several years ago because 
he was dissatisfied with the script.

The film, directed by F. Gary Gray, also stars Jason Statham, 
Dwayne Johnson, Michelle Rodriguez and Tyrese Gibson.

Riga tourism film festival 
to screen Iranian movies 

Pink diamond fetches record $71.2m in Hong Kong auction

Debut novel “Behold the Dreamers” wins Pen/Faulkner Award

Orwell’s “1984” back in 
theaters in stand against 
‘alternative facts’
NEW YORK (Reuters) — Nearly 200 independent movie 
theaters across the United States on Tuesday screened the film 
version of George Orwell’s “1984” novel about a dystopian future, 
in what organizers said was a stand against U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s administration.

The United State of Cinema, which arranged the screenings in 
44 U.S. states for one day only, said it was done to “take a stand for 
our most basic values: freedom of speech, respect for our fellow 
human beings, and the simple truth that there are no such things 
as ‘alternative facts.’”

The movie was also to be shown at five venues in Canada, one 
in England, one in Sweden and one in Croatia.

The 1949 book, which returned to the U.S. best-seller list in 
January, features a “Big Brother” government that spies on its 
citizens and forces them into “doublethink,” or simultaneously 
accepting contradictory versions of the truth.

The movie was released in 1984 and starred John Hurt and 
Richard Burton.

New York resident Laura Fliegner and her husband attended 
an afternoon screening of “1984” at the Film Society of Lincoln 
Center in Manhattan. “We think it makes a statement. Going to see 
it again, and remind ourselves what happens when you slide off a 
slippery slope,” she said.
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