TEHRANT

I NTERNATI

ONALDAILY

IMES

B ALY

Iran says
meddling
complicates
Syria crisis
TEHRAN — Any

e s Kk foreign aggression
will add more complexity into the Syri-
an crisis, widening war and bloodshed
to the whole region, Irans Defense
Minister Hossein Dehghan said on
Tuesday.

‘Any aggressive action against Syr-
ia exacerbates the crisis and widens
the scope of war and bloodshed and
causes violence to continue in the re-
gion,” Mehr news agency quoted Deh-
ghan as saying in an appearance with
visiting Syrian chief of staff General Ali
Abdullah Ayoub.

“Iran will spare no effort to restore
stability to Syria” he further noted,
underscoring that the two nations are
fighting terrorism in the same “strong-
hold!

Iran, along with Russia, backs the
legitimate government of Syria in the
fight against foreign-backed terrorists.

The meeting comes days after Isra-
el carried out several attacks on a mil-
itary base near the Damascus airport
on Thursday, causing explosions.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry condemned
the attack as “violation of national
sovereignty and territorial integrity” of
Syria.

Also, early April, the U.S. launched |

a military strike on a Syrian govern-
ment airbase in response to a suspect-
ed chemical weapons attack that killed
dozens of Syrian civilians.

IMF releases
Regional
Economic Outlook
for Middle East,
Central Asia

The International Monetary Fund's (IMF)
Regional Economic Outlook for the Mid-
dle East and Central Asia, published on
Tuesday by the official website of IMF,
emphasizes on countries’ need to con-
tinue with plans to diversify their econ-
omies and implement policies that sup-
port jobs and productivity like education
and infrastructure reforms.

“This more favorable global en-
vironment, together with some firm-
ing of commodity prices, is providing
some welcome breathing space for
the region after what has been a diffi-
cult period,” IMF Middle East and Cen-
tral Asia Department Director Jihad
Azour at the report's launch in Dubai
was quoted as saying.

“However, our projections indicate
that growth will be too low to create
enough jobs or improve living stand-
ards. Many countries—especially oil
importers—are also carrying high
levels of debt” Both oil exporters and
importers are therefore “facing two
critical policy imperatives: fiscal con-
solidation and structural reforms,” he
emphasized.

What follows is the full report on the
countries” economic outlook in the region:

B Growth is picking up

Headline growth rates for the region's
oil importers are projected to increase
from 3.7 percent (see table) in 2016 to 4
percent in 2017—thanks in large part to
policies that have reduced fiscal deficits
and improved the business climate, as in
Morocco and Pakistan. In the region’s ol
exporters, non-oil growth is projected to
accelerate as well from 0.4 percent in 2016
to 2.9 percent in 2017, although produc-
tion cuts following the OPEC+ agreement
will temporarily reduce overall growth.

The expected increase in growth
for the region’s oil-importing countries
will not be enough to make a serious
dent in the region’s high unemploy-
ment rate—at about 12%. For the
region’s oil-exporting countries, poli-
cy adjustments, such as reductions in
public spending, will continue to con-
strain economic activity. Conflicts are
also likely to continue to weigh on the

region.
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Anthropologist says massive participation in elections shows political maturity

TEHRAN — An anthropologist says people’s
massive participation in an election show the
political maturity of that society.

William O. Beeman, head of the Anthro-
pology Department at the State University of
Minnesota, also tells the Tehran Times that
people’s high turnout in elections “absolute-
ly" affects their personal and social life.

Following is the text of the interview:

B Does election in a country mean
there’s democracy there?

A: Not necessarily. There are many coun-
tries where elections are fraudulent, or a
sham. When the results of an election show
that the current ruler or leader has received
99% of the vote, one can assume that this is
not a democratic system. However this raises
the question of what constitutes a "democ-

racy” and how do elections verify that the
system is democratic. There are so many
electoral systems, one can't talk about one
definitive system as proof of democratic in-
stitutions.

In a theoretical “pure” democracy, there
would be no restrictions on candidates for
office, and everyone would be free to vote
for whomever they liked, and whichever can-
didate gets more than 50% of the vote would
be elected. As a practical matter, this almost
never happens. So different political bodies
have found ways to narrow the choices so
that someone does emerge with the most
votes. Here are some examples.

1. a "plurality” system. In this system the
person who gets the most votes, even if it
is not more than 50% is the winner. This is
a problem if there are many candidates and

|u

the winner gets a very small proportion of
the votes (e.g. 20%). This is the system used
in the American presidential election. No
president has received more than 50% of the
total votes for many years.

2. A "runoff” system, where one has many
candidates, and where no one gets more
than 50%, so the top two candidates are
placed in a second runoff election where one
of the two will get more than 50% (This is the
Iranian presidential election system)

3. "Ranked choice voting” where every-
one ranks multiple candidates first, second,
third, etc. Each candidate then is “scored”
depending on the ranked voting they re-
ceive (e.g. 10 points for first, 9 points for
second, 8 points for third, etc.) and whoev-
er gets the highest number of points is the

winner.

Hezbollah sides with resistance, seeking ‘full liberation’ of Palestine: official

A top Lebanese Hezbollah official said the
movement stands by the resistance move-
ment that sticks to the goal of liberating the
entire Palestine unconditionally, according to
Tasnim news agency.

Hezbollah resistance movement's sec-
ond-in-command, Sheikh  Naim Qassem,
said the Lebanese group stays apart from
any so-called resistance movement that
makes arrangements for compromise with
the Israeli regime.

“We dissociate from the resistance
(groups) that divide Palestine into two states.

@ IRNA/ Mahdi Ghorbani

We dissociate from the resistance that sells
the blood (of martyrs in exchange) for land,’
Al-Manar TV quoted him as saying.

His reaction came after Khaled Mashaal,
head of the Palestinian Islamic Resistance
Movement (Hamas) political bureau, said the
group agrees to a transitional Palestinian state
within the borders of 1967 but will not recog-
nize “the legitimacy of the Zionist entity".

"Hamas advocates the liberation of all of Pal-
estine but is ready to support the state on 1967
borders without recognizing Israel or ceding
any rights, Mashaal said in Doha on Monday,

announcing Hamas' new policy document.

In 1967, Israel occupied the West Bank,
East al-Quds (Jerusalem) and the Gaza Strip,
but withdrew from the enclave and laid siege
to it in 2005.

Palestinians are seeking to create an inde-
pendent state on the territories of the West
Bank, East al-Quds, and Gaza, and are de-
manding that Israel pull out from the occu-
pied Palestinian territories.

The Tel Aviv regime, however, has refused
to return to the 1967 borders and is unwilling
to discuss the issue of al-Quds.

IKCO
launches new
&, production
lines

An assembly line worker installs the
emblem of a Dena Plus, an all-Irani-
an sedan, at its production line which
was launched at Iran Khodro Company
(IKCO) on May 2, 2017.

The Dena Plus is an upgraded ver-
sion of Dena which comes with more
safety and higher standards.

The production line of Peugeot 2008
compact SUV was also launched the
same day within the framework of a
joint venture between the two compa-
nies.
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Iran expects
Middle East
railways
integration
TEHRAN — Iran ex-

e s Kk pects an integrated
railway transport system in the Middle
East to be established in the near future.

‘As a linkage between East and
West, the Middle East has a great role
in boosting the region’s railway traffic/
IRNA quoted Saeid Mohammadzadeh,
the managing director of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Railways (IRIR) as saying.

Mohammadzadeh made the re-
marks in the 19th UIC Regional As-
sembly for the Middle East (UIC RAME)
which was held in Tehran on Tuesday.

The UIC (French: Union Interna-
tionale des Chemins de fer) or Inter-
national Union of Railways is an inter-
national rail transport industry body
aiming to promote rail transport all
around the world.

The UIC Middle East coordinator,
regional office manager, and repre-
sentatives of UIC RAME members
including Irag, Syria, Afghanistan,
Jordan, and Turkey attended the as-
sembly meeting.

During the meeting, UIC Director
General Jean-Pierre Loubinoux said
that there are great potentials for co-
operation in the region.

Developing and completing railway
transportation systems, sharing tech-
nical knowledge, and standardizing
rail transport sector are among the
main steps being taken by UIC in this
regard, he added.

UNESCO set
to vote on
anti-Israeli
resolution

The United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization (UN-
ESCO) is set to vote on a resolution
that describes Israel as an "occupying
power," denying its sovereignty claims
over all of Jerusalem al-Quds.

The UN heritage body will vote
on the resolution, which describes as
null and void any decision by the Is-
raeli “occupying power, its parliament,
its supreme court, or any other Israeli
authority that pertains to Jerusalem al-
Quds.

The resolution has reportedly been
drafted with the help of Germany,
which also led efforts for the vote's
timing.

The measure also slams Israel’s ex-
cavations in East Jerusalem al-Quds
and the Old City.

The motion is expected to be ap-
proved despite Israel’s intense at-
tempts to exert pressure on members
of the UN body to vote against it.

The resolution has drawn Tel Aviv's
ire. The regime’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Tzipi Hotovely expressed such
anger at the resolution and its timing
— which coincides with the creation of
the Israeli regime — on Monday.

“Tomorrow, even as we celebrate,
UNESCO will be voting against Israel’s
right to sovereignty in its capital city,
Jerusalem. This is absurd. We have
become used to the concept of ‘fake
news. Well, welcome to ‘fake history,”
she claimed in bizarre remarks.

Israeli sources say ltaly is the only
country that has decided not to sup-
port the resolution.

Last year, the UNESCO approved a
motion that endorses the right of the
Palestinians to the al-Agsa Mosque
compound and slams Israeli provoca-
tions around the holy site.

The occupied territories have wit-
nessed new tensions ever since Israeli
forces imposed restrictions on the en-
try of Palestinian worshipers into the
al-Agsa Mosque compound in East
Jerusalem al-Quds in August 2015.

More than 300 Palestinians have
lost their lives at the hands of Israeli
forces in the tensions since the begin-
ning of October 2015. A number of Is-
raelis have been killed, too.
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People removed
shadow of war:
Raisi

TEHRAN — Presidential contender

e s k Ebrahim Raisi has reiterated the
Supreme Leader’'s words, saying it was the people who
removed “the shadow of war” from Iran.

Speaking to a large crowd in Hamadan on Tuesday,
Raisi said it is because of the martyrs that after 38 years
since the revolution Iran is "secure”.

Elsewhere in his speech, he said, “Taking a look at the
living conditions of people makes one sad”

_— | Qalibaf vows to
launch ‘ministry of
foreign affairs and

_ international trade’
e
TEHRAN — Presidential candidate

e s k Mohammad  Bager Qalibaf  has
prormsed that he will launch a ministry he calls the
“ministry of foreign affairs and international trade” if he
wins the May 19 election.

“The current Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been
formed in a way that it only serves political and security
needs, not allowing it to pursue our key preoccupation
with a booming economy,” Qalibaf said on Tuesday, Mehr
reported.

International markets have to be found for agricultural
and industrial products as well as services.

Rezaee backs

f\
& "\ Qalibaf in tweet

AN

TEHRAN — Expediency Council

S k Secretary Mohsen Rezaee has tacitly
backed presidential candidate Mohammad Baqger
Qalibaf who has said he will create 5 million jobs if he is
elected president.

“"Creating 5 million jobs is doable and the country can
be run by one who manages time,” Rezaee wrote in a
tweet on Tuesday.

Also in a second tweet, Rezaee reiterated his previous
statement by saying, “Time is the biggest asset” He then
added, “The 100,000-toman ($24) subsidies is feasible,
especially if it helps create jobs!

Nobakht: No
decision Rouhani
or Jahangiri
should leave

TEHRAN — Government spokesman
d e sk Mohammad Bager Nobakht has said
no decision have been made whether Hassan Rouhani
or Es’haq Jahangiri will stop running for president in
favor of the other, Nasim reported.

Speaking in a press conference on Tuesday morning,
Nobakht said, “Mr. Jahangiri is there with high morale...
and announces plans that the 12th government will have
under Mr. Rouhani, inshallah!

He also underlined that “all reformist and moderate
political currents have announced Rouhani as their sole
candidate!

Cash subsidy a blow
to job creation:
Hashemi Taba

TEHRAN — Presidential contender

S k Mostafa Hashemi Taba has strongly
cr|t|C|zed the cash handout plan, saying it deals a hard
blow to job creation.

“Distributing money among people goes against the
job creation culture,” he stressed in an interview with the
IRIB on Tuesday.

“It is a lie and an impossible thing that they say they
triple the subsidies and by so doing give people well-
being,” Hashem Taba stressed, adding cash subsidies
encourage "laziness”.

/\ -, Qom Seminary

- teachers endorse
32 s
=

“ Raisi
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TEHRAN — The Society of Qom
d e sk Seminary Teachers has announced its
endorsement of Ebrahim Raisi as a presidential candidate.

The society in a meeting on Friday held a voting
on their favored candidates and Raisi was elected with
majority, the society announced on Tuesday, the Islamic
Repubilic of Iran Broadcasting reported.

According to the announcement, the meeting
was held after numerous requests by individuals and
organizations from the society to announce their favorite
presidential nominee.
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Zarif believes Trump will extend
sanctions removal

Time has come for the nuclear deal to bear ‘fruit’, the foreign minister says

TEHRAN — Foreign
e s k Minister ~ Mohammad
Javad Zarif said in comments that the
next Iranian government should honor
the international 2015 nuclear deal
to improve Iranians’ living standards,
predicting that U.S. President Donald
Trump will extend sanctions waivers as
enshrined in the nuclear accord.

The nuclear deal, officially called the
joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, was
brokered between Iran, the five perma-
nent members of the UN Security Council,
Germany, and the European Union in July
2015. It went into effect in January 2016.

Under the the deal, sanctions against
Iran were lifted in exchange for a limit on
Tehran’s nuclear program.

“Time has come for efforts made with-
in the framework of the JCPOA to bear
fruit, the foreign minister said in an in-
terview with ISNA published on Tuesday.

The comments by Zarif come as Iran
will elect a new president on May 19.
Incumbent Hassan Rouhani is seeking a
reelection.

Zarif said that interaction with neigh-
boring countries and economic progress
should also be prioritized, emphasizing
that policies pursued over the past four
years should be continued.

The top diplomat also said expansion
of economic interactions with the outside
world has been one of the most impor-
tant goals of the Foreign Ministry during
the past four years.

On the presidential elections, Zarif
said: “The people’s choice will have fun-
damental influence on the future of the
country!

Zarif also said that he believes Trump will
extend sanctions waivers given the process
of implementing the nuclear deal.

Pointing to a statement by U.S. Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson on April 18 in

The comments by Zarif come as Iran will elect a new president on May
19. Incumbent Hassan Rouhani is seeking a reelection.

which he confirmed Iran's commitment to
the JCPOA obligations, Zarif noted that
despite negative propaganda about the
statement, he believes that the U.S. will
extend sanctions waivers.

In Tillerson's letter to Paul D. Ryan,
speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, it is confirmed that “Iran is compli-
ant through April 18th with its commit-
ments under the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action”.

Defending the government’s record
in concluding the nuclear deal, Zarif said
without the accord Iran’s oil exports would
have been reduced to less than 200,000

barrels per day by now under Congres-
sional legislations which were backed by
the UN Security Council resolutions.

“Now the question is this: which plan
was implementable by this level of (oil)
export?”

He added a new legislation were be-
ing circulated in the U.S. Senate in 2013,
according to which Iran's oil exports
would have to come to a halt.

If that had happened, the U.S. ad-
ministration would have not been able
to start dialogue with Iran because it
was outside the administration’s au-
thority.

B Zarif says Iran not seeking clash
with Saudi Arabia

Zarif also said Iran does not seek animos-
ity with Saudi Arabia and is ready to have
‘constructive” relations with the country.

"We have never ruled out intermedi-
ary efforts. Pakistani, Indonesian, Kazakh
and Russian officials have given proposals
to mediate and we did not oppose. We
are not seeking clashes with Saudi Arabia
and the problem is not mediators. What
is essential is a change in attitude of the
Saudi officials,” he remarked.

Iran and Saudi Arabia have cut diplo-
matic ties since January 2016.

Iranian delegation enters Astana ahead of Syrian peace talks

TEHRAN — An Iranian diplomatic

S k delegation arrived in the Kazakh city of
Astana on Tuesday morning ahead of the fourth round
of negotiations in pursuit of peace in Syria.

Led by Deputy Foreign Minister Hossein Jaberi Ansari,
the Iranian team took part in the expert talks on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, the main round of negotiations between the
Syrian government and militant groups will be held on
May 3 and 4.

Representatives from the Syrian government, the
opposition groups as well as Iran, Russia and Turkey, the
three guarantors of the Syrian ceasefire, are included in

the peace talks.

Kazakh Foreign Ministry spokesman Anuar Zhainakov
said delegations from the Syrian government, the UN
and the three countries had arrived in the country.

The country’s First Deputy Foreign Minister Mukhtar
Tleuberdi also said the United States and Jordan have
confirmed that their representatives will participate in
the Astana international meeting on Syria as observers

‘A high-level delegation from the United Nations will
come, as UN Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura
has confirmed his participation. Jordan will also take
part while the United States will be represented by an

assistant secretary of state, Tleuberdi added.

The Astana talks were launched to gather
representatives from the Syrian government and
opposition groups in order to reach a comprehensive
peace in the war-torn Syria which has been grappling
with militancy since March 2011.

Three rounds of talks have been held between the
two sides ever since. The first round of talks were held
on January 23-24, following by the second round on
February 15-16 and the third on March 14-15.

Terrorist groups such as Daesh (ISIS) and Jabhat Fateh
al-Sham are excluded from the talks.

Iran, Russia share common view on Syria

published on Tuesday.

AN E#TI TEHRAN — The
d e s Russian Ambassador Syria  has

been fighting  with d e s

TEHRAN — Iran’s

k' central city of Isfahan

Tehran hosts nuclear safety forum

Following the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion, most of the international nuclear

to Iran, Levan Dzhagaryan, has said
Tehran and Moscow have similar stance
on Syria and are working together to
help settle the crisis in the country.
The  Russian  diplomat  said
cooperation between Moscow and
Tehran in support for the Syrian
government has prevented terrorists
from implementing their plots.
“Terrorists  have not achieved
success in the region based on such
cooperation and we support Bashar
al-Assad’s legal government. But of
course, what is related to future of
Syria should be decided by the Syrian
people, he told ISNA in an interview

militants backed by certain regional
and Western countries since March
2011.

Tehran and Moscow back the Syrian
government against terrorists, who
have ravaged through the country.

Iran, Russia and Turkey have
brokered talks in Astana, Kazakhstan,
between the warring sides in Syria in
effort to find a solution to the long-
running conflict.

The new round of the Astana talks
will start on May 3.

Previous rounds of Astana talks
were held in January, February and
March.

is hosting the 24th annual meeting of
the Forum of the State Nuclear Safety
Authorities of the Countries Operat-
ing WWER Type Reactors, the Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran (AEQI) re-
ported.

The meeting, which was launched
on Tuesday, will continue until Wednes-
day afternoon with the participation
of all member states, namely Iran, Ar-
menia, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
China, Finland, Hungary, India, Russia,
Slovakia, and Ukraine.

The International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and Germany’s GRS are
also present in the two-day event.

cooperation with Iran was cut off. How-
ever, after a nuclear agreement was
reached between Iran and six world
powers in 2015, Tehran has been able
to enhance nuclear cooperation with
other countries.

This is the first time that Iran’s nucle-
ar safety center is hosting the annual
meeting.

The forum was established in 1993
in a bid to foster the enhancement of
nuclear safety and radiation protection
through the utilization of the collective
experience, information exchange, and
consolidation of efforts of the national
nuclear safety authorities.

Iran unveils minefield navigation simulator

[IWESTE] TEHRAN — Iran  unveiled a
d e s homegrown  minefield  navigation

simulator, mainly of use for training purposes.

Defense Minister Hossein Dehgan unveiled the
simulator on the sidelines of a conference in Tehran
marking International Mine Awareness Day.

The gear is used for training demining teams and
provides detailed data about various types of landmines
and their function.

The defense minister also paid a visit to an exhibition of

Iran’s scientific and practical achievements in mine clearance.

In December 2005, the UN General Assembly
declared that April 4 of each year would be observed
as International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance
in Mine Action.

Iran has been ranked in some reports as the second-
most mine-polluted country in the world.

Landmine and  unexploded ordnance  (UXO)
contamination in west and southwest Iran, particularly in the
provinces of Kurdistan, Western Azerbaijan, Khuzestan, and

Kermanshah, resulted from the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war.

Government officials claim that Iraq planted some 16
million landmines in Iran during the 1980s, contaminating
an area of over 42,000 square kilometers. Landmines and
UXO are reported to have severely limited agricultural
production in the five provinces along the Iragi border.

They also compromise exploitation of oil fields.
Mine and UXO contamination has affected historical
sites and hindered archeological studies in southwest
Iran, as well.
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N. Korea: U.S. bomber flights push
peninsula to brink of nuclear war

North Korea accused the United States on Tuesday of
pushing the Korean peninsula to the brink of nuclear war
after a pair of strategic U.S. bombers flew training drills
with the South Korean and Japanese air forces in another
show of strength.

The two supersonic B-1B Lancer bombers were de-
ployed amid rising tensions over North Korea's pursuit
of its nuclear and missile programs in defiance of United
Nations sanctions and pressure from the United States.

The flight of the two bombers on Monday came as U.S.
President Donald Trump said he would be "honored” to
meet North Korean Leader Kim Jong Un in the right cir-
cumstances, and as his CIA (Central Intelligence Agency)
director landed in South Korea for talks.

South Korean Defense Ministry spokesman Moon
Sang-gyun told a briefing in Seoul that Monday’s joint drill
was conducted to deter provocations by the North.

North Korea said the bombers conducted “a nuclear
bomb dropping drill against major objects” in its territory
at a time when Trump and “other U.S. warmongers are
crying out for making a preemptive nuclear strike” on the
North.

“The reckless military provocation is pushing the situ-
ation on the Korean peninsula closer to the brink of nu-
clear war the North’s official KCNA news agency said on
Tuesday.

Tensions on the Korean peninsula have been high
for weeks, driven by concerns that the North might
conduct its sixth nuclear test in defiance of pressure
from the United States and Pyongyang’s sole major ally,
China.

The U.S. military’s THAAD (Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense) anti-missile defense system has reached initial
operational capacity in South Korea, U.S. officials told Reu-
ters, although they cautioned that it would not be fully
operational for some months.

China has repeatedly expressed its opposition to the
system, whose powerful radar it fears could reach in-
side Chinese territory. Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng
Shuang again denounced THAAD on Tuesday.

“We will resolutely take necessary measures to defend
our interests,” Geng said, without elaborating.

Asked about Trump's suggestion he could meet Kim,
Geng said China had noted U.S. comments that it want-
ed to use peaceful means to resolve the issue. Trump has
been recently been full of praise of Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s efforts to rein in its neighbor.

“China has always believed that using peaceful means
via dialog and consultation to resolve the peninsula’s nu-

clear issue is the only realistic, feasible means to achieve
denuclearization of the peninsula and maintain peace and
stability there, and is the only correct choice,” Geng told a
daily news briefing.

It was widely feared North Korea could conduct its sixth
nuclear test on or around April 15 to celebrate the anni-
versary of the birth of the North's founding leader, Kim I
Sung, or on April 25 to coincide with the 85th anniversary
of the foundation of its Korean People’s Army.

The North has conducted such tests or missile launch-
es to mark significant events in the past.

Instead, North Korea conducted an annual military pa-
rade, featuring a display of missiles on April 15 and then a
large, live-fire artillery drill 10 days later.

Acting South Korean president Hwang Kyo-ahn called
for stronger vigilance because of continuing provocation
by North Korea and for countries such as China to in-
crease pressure on the North.

Soon after Hwang spoke, a U.S. Embassy spokesman
in Seoul said the director of the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency, Mike Pompeo, was in South Korea for meetings
with the embassy and U.S. Forces in Korea.

Trump drew criticism in Washington on Monday when
he said he would be "honored” to meet North Korea's
young leader.

“If it would be appropriate for me to meet with him, I
would absolutely, I would be honored to do it," Trump told
Bloomberg News.

Trump did not say what conditions would be needed
for such a meeting to occur or when it could happen.

“Clearly conditions are not there right now,” White
House spokesman Sean Spicer said.

Trump warned in an interview with Reuters on Thurs-
day that a "major, major conflict” with North Korea was
possible, while China said last week the situation on the
Korean peninsula could escalate or slip out of control.

In a show of force, the United States has already sent
an aircraft carrier strike group, led by the USS Carl Vinson,
to waters off the Korean peninsula to conduct drills with
South Korea and Japan.

North Korea test-launched a missile on Saturday that
appeared to have failed within minutes, its fourth suc-
cessive failed launch since March. It has conducted two
nuclear tests and a series of missile-related activities at an
unprecedented pace since the beginning of last year.

The North is technically still at war with the South after
their 1950-53 conflict ended in a truce, not a treaty, and
regularly threatens to destroy the United States, Japan
and South Korea.

(Source: Reuters)

Maduro Wants people S body to rewrite constitution

Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro has
announced the creation of a new popu-
lar assembly with the ability to rewrite
the constitution, a move that opponents
labelled a power grab aimed at defusing
anti-government protests.

The opposition has been demanding
general elections to try and end the so-
cialists’ 18-year rule.

“Tdon't want a civil war” Maduro told a
large May Day rally of supporters in Cara-
cas business hub, while elsewhere across
the city security forces fired tear gas at
youth hurling stones and petrol bombs
after opposition marches were blocked.

Maduro has triggered an article of the
constitution that creates a super-body
known as a ‘constituent assembly”.

e —— A

Since anti-Maduro unrest began in
early April, more than 400 people have
been injured and hundreds more arrest-
ed.

While Maduro alleges a United States-
backed coup plot, opponents say he has
wrecked the economy and become a ty-
rant.

Earlier on Monday riot police officers
clashed with hundreds of protesters,
some throwing stones, who tried to break
through security barriers to the electoral
council headquarters.

National Guard troops shot tear gas
in a district of west Caracas towards hun-
dreds of opposition protesters who were
gathering to march.

Elsewhere, the National Guard blocked

It can dissolve public powers and call
general elections, echoing a previous as-
sembly created by his predecessor, Hugo
Chavez, in 1999 soon after he won office.

‘I convoke the original constituent
power to achieve the peace needed by
the Republic, defeat the fascist coup, and
let the sovereign people impose peace,
harmony and true national dialogue,” Ma-
duro told red-shirted supporters.

The new constitution-writing entity
would be "a citizen’s constituent body, not
from political parties - a people’s constit-
uent body, he said, adding that the Na-
tional Electoral Council would start work

on the process on Tuesday.

Only half of the 500-member assem-
bly, or less, would be elected, he said.

Opponents fear Maduro would stuff
the assembly with supporters and ma-
nipulate the elected seats by giving extra
weight to pro-government workers and
unions.

They said it was another attempt to
sideline the current opposition-led Na-
tional Assembly and potentially avoid
elections amid a bruising recession and
protests that have led to 29 deaths in the
last month.

Julio Borges, National Assembly presi-

dent, on Monday evening called on Ven-
ezuelans to rebel.

“This is a scam to deceive the Vene-
zuelan people with a mechanism that is
nothing more than a coup,” Borges said,
urging Venezuelans to block streets early
on Tuesday and hold another march on
Wednesday.

On Monday night, opposition sup-
porters banged on empty pots and pans
from their windows in a traditional Latin
American form of protest.

“People, into the streets! You must
disobey such lunacy!” opposition leader
Henrique Capriles said on Twitter.

marchers pouring towards a major high-
way in front of the Avila mountain which
towers over Caracas’ northern edge.

Opposition supporters cheered as
youth ran to the front, carrying makeshift
shields made from rubbish bin lids, wood
and even a satellite dish.

Some, wearing motorbike helmets,
swimming goggles or bandanas over
their mouths, threw stones and petrol
bombs at the security line, with a protest-
er yelling, "No one turn back!”

Others blocked roads in Caracas’
wealthier Chacao area with branches and
fences. (Source: agencies)

ISIL attack kills 10 Iraqi soldiers in Anbar

Fighters from the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/
Daesh) terrorist group have killed at least 10 Iraqji soldiers
in the country’s western province of Anbar, according to
officials.

No claim of responsibility for the killing has been made.

"We had 10 soldiers killed and six wounded in an attack
by Daesh early this morning,” an army lieutenant-colonel
told AFP news agency on Tuesday.

Speaking to AFP a police officer and a local official con-
firmed the attack and casualty toll.

In a separate incident earlier on Tuesday, armed men
fatally shot a senior executive of Irag’s state-run North Gas
Company (NGC) as he was heading to his office in the
northern oil city of Kirkuk, police and company sources
said.

Mohammed Younis, Iragi Kurdish deputy manager of
NGC, and his driver were killed instantly when assailants in
a speeding car fired on their vehicle, police sources said.

Kirkuk has a mixed population of Kurds, Turkmens and
Arabs.

It has been under Kurdish control since June 2014,
when ISIL overran the northwest of the country and Iraqi
security forces collapsed.

The largest city in northern Irag, Mosul was captured

by ISIL in mid-2014.

On April 23, ISIL terrorists attacked a police base in a
town that is being used as a staging ground for the Mosul
offensive, killing at least three policemen.

Backed by the U.S.-led coalition, Iraqi forces launched
an operation, their largest in years, in mid-October last
year to retake the city.

They retook the side of the city that lies east of the River
Tigris in January and launched a push on remaining ISIL
terrorists in western Mosul, which is more densely popu-
lated and has seen fierce fighting.

On the west bank of the Tigris, Iragi forces control
southern neighborhoods and are slowly surrounding Mo-
sul's Old City, whose narrow streets are expected to make
federal operations very difficult.

Residents who managed to escape from the Old City
say that there is almost nothing to eat but flour mixed with
water and boiled wheat grain.

The loss of Mosul would be a huge blow to ISIL.

According to an Iragi military spokesman, ISIL only
controls 7 percent of Iraq, down from the 40 percent
of the national territory over which it ruled three years
ago.

The only two other significant towns ISIL still holds are

Hawija and Tal Afar. The group also controls territory in
remote areas of western Irag, near the Syrian border.

Iragi forces on Thursday launched a fresh push against
ISIL-held villages there, as part of a months-old operation
to retake areas along the Euphrates in Anbar.

Fighting has killed several thousand civilians and fight-
ers on both sides, according to aid organizations.

Iragi army soldiers and pro-government fighters from
the Popular Mobilization Units, (Hashd al-Sha‘abi), have
made sweeping gains against the Takfiri elements since
launching the operation to retake Mosull.

The Iraqi forces took control of eastern Mosul in Janu-
ary after 100 days of fighting, and launched the battle in
the west on February 19.

The United Nations says nearly half a million civilians
have fled fighting since the offensive to retake Mosul start-
ed on October 17, 2016.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs said on April 17 that 493,000 people had been dis-
placed from the city, located some 400 kilometers north
of Baghdad.

As many as 500,000 civilians are still trapped in the
ISIL-controlled neighborhoods of western Mosull.

(Source: agencies)
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Lebanon security has
improved: Nasrallah

Lebanon’s security has improved as a result of armed groups
in Syria losing their bases along the country’s border, Hez-
bollah chief Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah said Tuesday.

Nasrallah said in a televised speech on the occasion of
"Day of the Wounded” for the Islamic Resistance that the
relatively calm situation doesn't “mean that security threats
ceased!

He pointed out that the outskirts of the northeastern bor-
der town of Arsal remain unstable, and added that the situa-
tion would be resolved in the coming stage.

"We should be keen to maintain security in Lebanon.
The calm situation was achieved by the sacrifices made. We
shouldn't allow any security breach to waste our efforts,’
Nasrallah said.

The Lebanese Army and Hezbollah pound militant hide-
outs in Arsal and Ras Baalbeck belonging to Daesh (ISIL) and
Jabhat Fatah al-Sham, formerly the Nusra Front, on an al-
most daily basis. (Source: The Daily Star)

Clashes erupt in several
countries as protesters
mark May Day

Thousands of workers in several countries have engaged in
clashes with riot police as they mark International Workers’ Day,
known as May Day.

In the German capital, Berlin, 40 arrests were made amid
scuffles between the police and demonstrators demanding bet-
ter rights for workers.

The demonstrators set ablaze a police car and wounded two
officers. According to reports, protesters threw smoke bombs in
the Kreuzberg district of Berlin.

As many as 5,400 police officers were deployed around the
City.

M Italy rallies

Elsewhere in Europe, the protests turned even uglier in the
northern city of Turin, Italy, where dozens of people were injured
after clashing with riot police.

Also trade unions gathered in Portella della Ginestra to mark
national Labor Day event.

Three people were arrested after a group began throwing
eggs at law enforcement officials. Police say a number of items
used in the violence, including umbrellas and sticks, were confis-
cated during the protest.

“Unless government investments resume, any talk about
youth having job opportunities would be a lie/" Italian Gener-
al Confederation of Labor (CGIL) General Secretary Susanna
Camusso said at the event.

Italian President Sergio Mattarella gave a speech at the Quir-
inal Palace, recalling the massacre of almost a dozen May Day
celebration revelers at the hands of Sicilian separatist leader Sal-
vatore Giuliands men in May 1, 1947.

“Labor Day, which was stained with blood in Portella della
Ginestra 70 years ago, is a celebration of the Republic;’ he said.

H Clashes in Istanbul

In Istanbul, Turkey’s most populous city, May Day demon-
strations turned violent as a number of activist groups that had
attempted to reach the cordoned-off area of central Taksim
Square faced police’s tear gas and rubber bullets.

Some protesters hurled Molotov cocktails and fireworks at
the police forces, who detained over 200 protesters.

“Some illegal groups who want to damage the peace and
safety of our people attempted illegal marches and demonstra-
tions, primarily around Taksim Square ... under the pretext of May
Day celebrations,’ said a statement released by government.

It added that police had seized some 40 Molotov cocktails,
17 hand grenades, 176 fireworks, “and lots of illegal posters”
from the demonstrators.

Taksim Square was the traditional site for Labor Day rallies
until 1977, when tens of demonstrators lost their lives during
rallies in clashes with riot police. The square was reopened for
celebrations in the late 2000s, but demonstrators were again
banned from marching to it in 2013.

M Strike in Greece

Some 10,000 demonstrators in the capital Athens took to the
streets and another 3,500 rallied in Thessaloniki, the country’s
second largest city, on Monday to mark International Workers'
Day.

Trade unions had earlier said that they would mark the oc-
casion with a 24-hour nationwide strike in a bid to express their
dissent with the looming austerity measures to be applied by the
government, as demanded by country’s creditors in exchange
for bailout cash.

"Bailout government and the creditors have been squeez-
ing the people and workers for seven years,” said civil servants’
union Adedy.

As a result of the strike, businesses crippled, ferries and trains
were suspended and state services were shut down.

Nearly seven years of austerity have culminated in a spike in
poverty levels in Greece. The southeastern European country
also has the highest unemployment rate - 23 percent - in the
European Union (EU).

Authorities in Greece have severely reduced government
spending, frozen hiring, and slashed incomes to keep receiving
the rescue loans to shore up Greece's ailing economy.

B May Day clashes in France

Thousands of people, from all ages, held a massive ral-
ly in central Paris to mark May Day on Monday. Although the
demonstration was largely peaceful, dozens of masked protest-
ers clashes with police along the route. Reports say that at least
three police officers sustained injuries in the clashes.

A large number of police personnel were already deployed
to control the rallies, which first gathered at the Republique
Square and then marched toward the Bastille Square before
ending up at the Nation Square.

The march was held a week before holding the decisive sec-
ond round of France’s presidential election.

Centrist Emmanuel Macron, 39, and far-right Marine Le Pen,
48, won the first round of voting in the presidential election on
April 23. Macron finished first on 24 percent, ahead of Le Pen
with 21.3 percent. They will now have to contend in the runoff
scheduled for May 7. (Source: agencies)
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IRRSEESERY Annual fishery
exports planned to
reach $450-500m

TEHRAN —Iran plans to increase the val-
d e sk yeofits fishery exports up to $450-$500
million by the end of the current Iranian calendar year (March
20, 2018), Mehr news agency reported quoting an official at
Iran’s Fisheries Organization.

According to Isa Golshahi, Iran Fisheries Organization’s di-
rector general for quality improvement, processing, and mar-
ket development, the country exported some 600 tons of such
products to Russia during the first three months of 2017. The
figure equals Iran’s total fishery exports to Russia during 2016.

"Products exported to Russia, included sturgeon, trout, or-
namental fish and shrimp;” he said.

A

= W 3 |

SN
NS/

TEHRAN — An oil and gas delegation
d e s Kk from Poland will take a trip to Tehran to
discuss bolstering bonds with Iranian private sector during an
Iran-Poland business forum on Saturday, the Portal of Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture (TC-
CIMA) reported.

The delegation will attend the said forum at the place of
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) in Tehran.

The delegation’s travel to Iran is paid simultaneous with the
Polish deputy energy minister’s visit to the Islamic country.

Polish oil, gas
delegation to
attend business
forum in Tehran

Iranian trade,
marketing
delegation to
embark for Baku

o3

TEHRAN — Trade Promotion Organiza-
d e s Kk tion of Iran (TPO) is to dispatch a trade,
marketing, and investment delegation to Azerbaijan from
May 31 to June 3, the official website of TPO announced.

The visit will be paid at the same time as the 24th Cas-
pian International Oil & Gas Exhibition and seems a proper
chance for Iranian companies to boost their oil and gas ties
with countries attending the exhibition.

Trump says he’s
actively considering
breaking up big banks

President Donald Trump is considering breaking up the nation’s
biggest banks, a vow he had made during the presidential cam-
paign then seemed to put on the back burner.

In an interview Monday with Bloomberg News, Trump said he is
“looking at that right now!’

Major averages slipped as the news broke, then rebounded,
while government bond yields hit their highs of the day.

Bank stocks rallied, with investors taking a win-win view: Break-
ing up the big banks would open business opportunities for smaller
institutions, while the large Wall Street firms would be worth more
as separate entities than they are combined. (Source: CNBC)
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Boeing moves ahead on delivering
1st jets to Iran next year

Boeing Co. is making “steady progress” to complete the
terms of an 80-jetliner sale to Iran Air and expects to deliv-
er the initial planes next year, the first U.S. aircraft exports to
Iran since the country’s revolution in 1979.

"That remains on track,” Chief Executive Officer Dennis
Muilenburg told reporters Monday following the plane
maker’s annual general meeting in Chicago. “It’s really im-
portant that at every step of the process, we're working on
this hand-in-hand with the U.S. government”

The $16.6 billion deal with Iran Air and a separate $3
billion agreement with Iran Aseman Airlines bring two of
President Donald Trump’s initiatives into conflict: his cam-
paign vows to ‘get tough” on Iran and his promise to bol-
ster U.S. exports supporting thousands of manufacturing
jobs. Airbus SE, Boeing's European rival, already has deliv-
ered the initial planes in a $19 billion sale struck last year
after a nuclear accord with Iran lifted some international
restrictions on trade with the country.

The prospect of renewed aircraft deliveries to the Islamic
republic continues to rankle conservatives. The U.S. House
voted last year to block financing for aircraft sales to the
Iran, and Senator Marco Rubio and U.S. Representative
Peter Roskam, both Republicans, have called on Trump to
intervene.

M Bolstering the 777

The Iran Air transaction would provide a crucial sales
boost for Boeing's 777. The 15 aircrafts ordered by Iran
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Air would give assurance that production runs smoothly in
2018 and 2019.

"We've gone through the licensing process,” Muilenburg
said. The company is “working the financing structure”

If the Iran Air aircraft are added to the backlog, Boeing's
production would be 90 percent sold out for the next two

AN NS

production slowdown -- and of potential layoffs.

The company has booked nine orders for the 777
this year and has additional sales campaigns under way,
Muilenburg said. “I'm bullish about the prospects for the
777" (Source: Bloomberg)

Fed set to leave interest rates unchanged, may hint at June hike

The US. Federal Reserve is expected to
hold interest rates steady at its meeting this
week as it pauses to parse more economic
data but may hint it is on track for an in-
crease in June.

The central bank is scheduled to release
its policy decision at 2 p.m. EDT (1800 GMT)
on Wednesday at the conclusion of its two-
day meeting. Fed Chair Janet Yellen is not
due to hold a press conference.

Most policymakers have already made
plain that in contrast to previous years, the
Fed feels more confident in its forecast of
two more rate increases this year.

"The bar to disrupting the Fed’s plans is
higher now than it was in previous years,
said Michael Gapen, chief economist at
Barclays in New York in a note to clients.

The Fed is in its first tightening cycle in
more than a decade. A quarter percent-
age point increase last December was fol-
lowed two meetings later by another hike
in March.

Economists polled by Reuters see little
chance of a move at this week’s meeting.
Investors next see an interest rate rise in
June, according to Fed futures data com-
piled by the CME Group.

The rate-setting committee also is still
waiting to see to what extent Trump ad-
ministration policies on tax, spending and
regulation will be able to get through Con-
gress. A stimulus package could speed up
the pace of hikes.

M Likely to downplay weakness

Since the last meeting economic data

has been mixed. The economy grew at a
sluggish 0.7 percent annual pace in the
first quarter as consumer spending almost
stalled.

However, a surge in business investment
and the fastest wage growth in a decade
suggest activity will regain momentum as
the year progresses.

Jobs growth also slowed sharply in
March but the unemployment rate dropped
to a near 10-year low of 4.5 percent.

Economists have largely attributed the
weak first-quarter reading to perennial is-
sues with the calculation of growth during
the January-March period and the pullback
in hiring in March to weather effects.

"There won't be a lot of changes to the
policy statement,” said Sam Bullard, senior

economist at Wells Fargo Securities. "I think
they will downplay the soft first-quarter
print and focus a little bit more on the labor
market”

The Fed will have two more employ-
ment growth reports to hand before its
next meeting.

Policymakers are also gearing up to an-
nounce sometime this year when and how
the Fed will begin shrinking its $4.5 trillion
balance sheet, according to minutes from
the March meeting.

An announcement this week on a con-
crete timeline is not expected but there
could be tweaks to language in the state-
ment to show the matter is an increasing
priority for the Fed.

(source: Reuetrs)

Euro-area manufacturing expands at fastest pace in 6 years

Euro-area factories expanded output at the fastest pace
since 2011 as the currency bloc’s economy continued to
gather momentum.

A gauge of manufacturing activity rose to 56.7 in April
from 56.2 the previous month, IHS Markit reported on

Markit Eurozone Manufacturing PMI

Eurozone Manufacturing PMI, sa, 50 = no change

65

60

Tuesday. An April 21 preliminary estimate was for an in- 55

crease to 56.8.
With the European Central Bank showing little hurry to

end extraordinary stimulus, global trade strengtheningand 45
political risk receding as centrist Emmanuel Macron looks

poised to become the next French president, the currency
bloc's recovery is set to broaden. Data on Wednesday will

show gross domestic product gained 0.5 percentin the first a0

quarter, according to a Bloomberg survey.

euro, improved growth in key export markets, rising do-
mestic demand and ongoing central-bank stimulus in-
cluding record-low interest rates,” said Chris Williamson,
chief economist at IHS Markit. “Optimism about the year
ahead, meanwhile, appears unaffected by political wor-
ries!

Manufacturing grew in all of the eight countries cov-
ered except Greece, where export orders decreased
sharply.

The improvement in the euro area was supported by a
pick-up in new orders and the fastest pace of job creation
in six years amid rising backlogs of work. Data on Tuesday
will show unemployment in the 19-nation region fell to
9.4 percent in March, according to a separate survey.

“Companies are benefiting from the historically weak

of
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(Source: Bloomberg)

Italian joblessness unexpectedly increases as more seek work

Ttaly’s unemployment rate unexpectedly increased in
March as the number of people looking for a job rose
and the pace of economic growth could not satisfy
their demand.

Joblessness climbed to 11.7 percent from 11.5 per-
cent in February, statistics agency Istat said Tuesday in
Rome. The median estimate in a Bloomberg survey of
12 analysts called for a reading of 11.5 percent.

Industrial production likely contracted 0.6 percent
in the first quarter from the previous three months,
Italy's main business lobby Confindustria saidlast
week. Still, manufacturing confidence rose for the
fifth straight month in April, Istat said in a separate
report on Thursday. The euro region’s third-biggest
economy may have risen 0.2 percent in the three
months through March, according to the country’s

central bank, which added that there are "downside
risks” for its forecast.

There were 41,000 more jobseekers in March com-
pared with the prior month, Istat said in its labor-data
report. Joblessness for those aged 15 to 24 dropped
to 34.1 percent from 34.5 percent in February. That
was the lowest since February 2012.

(Source: Bloomberg)

IMF releases Regional Economic Outlook for Middle East, Central Asia

M Deficits improving

Even though fiscal deficits narrowed in oil
exporters, deficit-reduction efforts need to
continue, building on the progress already
achieved in reducing spending, like in Algeria
and Saudi Arabia. According to the report, fis-
cal deficits are expected to decrease from 10
percent of GDP in 2016 to less than 1 percent in
2022, a significant improvement which will help
build resilience.

Fiscal positions have also improved for oil
importers. For the broader region, average fis-
cal deficit fell from 9 % percent of GDP in 2013
to about 7 percent of GDP in 2016, thanks in
large part to reduced fuel subsidies (Egypt, Mo-
rocco, Sudan) and efforts to increase revenue
and strengthen tax collection (Pakistan).

But, public debt remains high, with some
oil-importing countries’ debt-to-GDP ratio ex-
ceeding 90 percent. Debt servicing costs (which
are particularly high in Egypt, Lebanon, and Pa-
kistan) are likely to increase in line with antic-
ipated higher global interest rates. High debt
levels also deter investors and add to financial
stability risks.

Higher debt servicing costs will put further
pressure on fiscal positions, reducing the scope
for public spending—Ilike on infrastructure and
education—to support growth. Continued fis-
cal adjustment is needed, supported by efforts
to strengthen tax revenue by broadening the
tax base, and complete subsidy reforms.

M Implement reforms to jumpstart job cre-
ation

The region's oil exporting economies need to
continue diversifying away from hydrocarbons into
non-oil sectors to ensure consistent and sustainable
growth. The United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia’s
strategic visions show a strong commitment toward
diversifying investments and finding new revenue
engines. These plans would need to be comple-
mented by policies to boost the role of the private
sector—like the recently opened Kuwait Business
Center—and to attract more foreign investment.

For oil importers, growth rates are still too low
to reduce unemployment. And with little room for
spending, governments are constrained. To promote
private sector activity and boost jobs, governments
can provide education and training opportunities,
increase female labor force participation (such as
through gender budgeting in Morocco) and up-
grade investor protection regulations, as in Jordan
and Mauritania.

M Cost of conflict

Ongoing regional conflicts—which have led to
a large number of refugees and internally displaced
people—continue to exact not only a high human-
itarian cost, but also significant economic conse-
quences, both for countries directly impacted by
conflict and their neighbors.

"We know that conflicts remain a serious concern
for countries in the Middle East and North Africa re-
gion; it's a concern that we share at the IMF" Azour
said.

Together with other international partners, the IMF

Latest growth projections

Growth for oil-importing countries is improving, but is
expected to slow for the region’s oil exporters on account
of cuts in oil production.

(real GDP growth, percent change)

Projections
2016 2017 2018

Middle East, North Africa, Afghanistan,

and Pakistan 39 | 26 3.4
0Oil exporters 40 19 29
Oil growth 16.3 43 6.8
Non-oil growth 04 29 27
Gulf Cooperation Council 20 09 2.5
Oil growth 26 -2.0 24
Non-oil growth 19 30 2.7

0il importers 3.7 40 4.4

Sources: National authorities; and IMF staff calculations and projections.

il exporters: Algeria, Bahrain, Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Libya, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates, and Yemen.

0il Importers: Afghanistan, Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Mauritania, Merocco,
Pakistan, Sudan, and Tunisia.

Note: Data exclude Syrian Arab Republic.

e

is helping countries affected by conflict to cope with
the immediate adverse economic consequences,
and stands ready to support rebuilding efforts once
the conflicts ease. For example, the Fund is provid-
ing extensive technical assistance in Somalia and has

extended financial support to Afghanistan and Iraq.
“Improving the humanitarian and economic situ-
ation in the parts of the region affected by conflicts
is not the merely the responsibility of the countries
themselves; it is a global imperative,” he emphasized.
(Source: imforg)
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OPEC may need to extend
production cuts to end of next year

OPEC is certain to extend cuts in oil output when its ministers

meet later in May and will need to keep limiting production
until as late as the end of 2018, a veteran market analyst said.

The reaction of global crude inventories to the cuts will
determine how long the Organization of Petroleum Export-
ing Countries and allied producers stick with their policy of
pumping less oil to counter a global glut, said Fereidun Fes-
haraki, the head of industry consultant FGE. Oil may drop
to as low as $40 a barrel if U.S. stockpiles increase, he said
Monday at the Middle East Petroleum and Gas Conference

in Dubai.

"The probability that OPEC will agree to extend its cuts is
at 100 percent;’ said Fesharaki, a former adviser in the late
19705 to the Iranian Prime Minister. "And the cuts will have to
be extended even beyond this year, to the middle or even to

the end of next year”

OPEC and 11 other producers including Russia agreed
in December to pare production by 1.8 million barrels a day
during the first half of this year. They're seeking to eliminate
an oversupply that depressed prices to less than half of their
2014 high, when benchmark Brent crude sold at $115 a bar-
rel. Brent jumped 52 percent last year for the first annual gain
after three consecutive decreases and was trading at $51.65

a barrel, down 40 cents, at 5:18 p.m. in Dubai.

The oil market needs more time to start using up stored
inventories, which are on the verge of declining, Harold
Hamm, chief executive officer of Oklahoma-based Conti-
nental Resources Inc, said at the same conference. U.S. ail
output is poised to expand this year by at least 400,000 bar-
rels a day, most of it from the Permian Basin, to a level of

Libyan oil production reaches
highest point since December 2014

Libyan oil production has now topped
760,000 barrels — the highest level since
December 2014, according to the coun-
try’s National Oil Corporation (NOC),
which made the announcement on
Monday, Mining Weekly reported.

NOC Chairman Mustafa Sanalla said
the company planned to increase pro-
duction further. Previous goals have Lib-
ya producing 1.1 million barrels by this
August.

The lack of a unified governing body
in Libya has made the North African
nation a haven for smugglers and traf-
fickers who bring boatloads of people
to Europe via the Mediterranean Sea.
Fighting between the two rival govern-
ments and related militant groups has
affected the recovery of Libya’s oil sector
since the overthrow of Muammar Gadd-
afiin 2011.

Still, there is tangible progress in the
oil sector, which has caused the jump in
output from 622,000 barrels per day in
March.

The El-Feel oil field in western Lib-

ya—operated by a joint venture be-
tween Italy’s Eni and Libya's National
Oil Corporation (NOC)—reopened last
week after two years, and expects to
start pumping oil as soon as a power
outage is fixed, Bloomberg reported,
citing a person familiar with the matter.

Other oil facilities that had been
closed due to militant activities have also
become operational again. In late April,
the Wafa oilfield reopened oil and gas
pipelines to its nearby port after local
elders negotiated an agreement with
an armed group that had caused NOC
to enact a force majeure. The shutdown
had started on March 26.

Libya is exempt from the terms of the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries” (OPEC) deal to cut produc-
tion by 1.2 million barrels per day to limit
supply glut that has plagued oil markets
for 2.5 years. Six years of domestic strife
has caused the nation to lose its former
status as one of the most prolific il pro-
ducers in Africa.

(Source: oilprice.com)

about 9.4 million barrels a day, he said.

OPEC plans to decide on May 25 at a meeting in Vienna
whether to extend its production limits. There's a consensus
that the group will extend the cuts into the second half Saudi

last week.

Arabian Minister of Energy and Industry Khalid Al-Falih said

(Source: Bloomberg)

German project looks to home
photovoltaic systems to help grid

Grid operator TenneT and solar panel
maker Sonnen GmbH have launched
a pilot project that will tap home pho-
tovoltaic (PV) systems to help iron out
imbalances on Germany's power net-
work.

TenneT and Sonnen’s e-Services
subsidiary aim to sign up 6,000 house-
hold PV producers equipped with stor-
age batteries by the end of May.

The project will be supported by
block chain technology from IBM,
which works as an inexpensive transac-
tion-processing system for tracking and
recording encrypted information.

It holds potential to link up small
energy “prosumers” and make them
independent of centralized power pro-
viders.

The two partners aim to initially pool
24 megawatts (MW) of power capacity
for TenneT to use as a buffer for varia-
ble wind power.

"Balancing” power is so far handled
mainly by traditional power plants while
surplus wind power is often dealt with

by curbing turbine output or throwing
output away.

"We want to find out how we can
reduce the waste of wind power by
storing it in Sonnen batteries that we
can access in the North while releas-
ing power from solar energy stored at
Sonnen batteries in southern Germany;”
said Urban Keussen, board chairman of
the board at TenneT’s German unit.

Germany currently subsidizes re-
newable power producers with billions
of euros a year, regardless of demand.

Because network development lags
far behind, a lot of power is wasted be-
cause the north houses most of Germa-
ny's wind turbines whose output cannot
reach industrial users in the south.

New transport lines, funded via grid
fees charged to consumers, will take
years to build.

Germany has 15 million detached
houses and 1.7 million photovoltaic
units, but only 50,000 home storage
units.

(Source: Reuters)
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Oil rises as OPEC cuts
outweigh higher output
elsewhere

Oil prices rose on Tuesday as expectations that major OPEC ex-
porters would extend output cuts into the second half of the year
outweighed rising production in the United States, Canada and
Libya.

Benchmark Brent crude oil was up 30 cents at $51.82 a barrel
by 0840 GMT. The futures contract hit a one-month low of $50.45
last week after the restart of two Libyan oiffields. U.S. light crude
was 20 cents higher at $49.04.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and
several other key producers including Russia have agreed to cut
output by 1.8 million barrels per day (opd) for the first half of 2017
to try to reduce a global glut.

OPEC and other producers meet on May 25 and are widely
expected to keep output limits for the rest of the year.

"The second half of the year looks brighter, provided OPEC
remains at least as disciplined as during the first half of 2017, said
Tamas Varga, analyst at London brokerage PVM Qil Associates.

But oil market sentiment is fragile and many investors are con-
cerned by the slow pace of inventory drawdowns, with stockpiles
still near record highs.

Libya's National Oil Company said on Monday production had
risen above 760,000 bpd to its highest since December 2014, with
plans to keep boosting production.

U.S. crude output is at its highest since August 2015, while the
Syncrude Canada ail sands project has started shipping crude
from its Mildred Lake upgrader again after cutting production due
to a fire in March. (Source: Bloomberg)

Cuba receives light oil
shipments from Venezuela
after eight months

Cuba received Venezuelan light oil for the first time in
eight months in March, according to shipping documents
from government-run PDVSA seen by Reuters.

The eight-month halt had caused Cuba’s Cienfuegos
refinery to stop production due to lack of supplies. The
Venezuelan company had scaled back export of its lighter
grades to the Caribbean in order to use the fuel to dilute
heavier grades.

Previously, PDVSA officials had rejected allegations that
the Venezuelan state-owned oil firm plans to lower crude
exports to Cuba, according to Xinhua, a Chinese news
source. Instead, Caracas said production issues at Cienfu-
egos had been caused by other technical issues.

Cienfuegos is a Soviet-era refinery that had originally
been built to process Russian crude. PDVSA later upgrad-
ed the facility to refine 65,000 barrels of Venezuelan crude
a day.

Falling crude supply had left unfulfilled demand on the
island nation, prompting PDVSA to restart exports of Mesa
30 crude to Cuba, according to a source that spoke to
Reuters. In total, Havana received 1.39 million barrels of
the light crude in March via three separate cargos.

Around 4 percent of Venezuelan oil exports were sent
to Cuba before shipment had stopped, and the island is
a member of the Petrocaribe alliance of nations receiving
preferential terms for oil.

(Source: oilprice.com)

OPEC deal backfires: Saudis lose market share to Iran, Iraq

Since the start of OPEC’s production cuts, oil
market analysts and experts have been focus-
ing on how U.S. shale would respond to the
relatively higher and stable oil prices, possibly
eating up some of the cartels global market
share while the cuts last.

The market share war is also going on a mi-
cro level within OPEC itself — a diverse group
of producers, with each pushing and pursuing
their own agenda in every meeting and collec-
tive decision. This time around it is no different.

Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s biggest producer and
de facto leader, is losing market share, while
Iran and Irag have so far emerged as winners of
the cuts with in the cartel in a battle for market
share, according to Christof Ruehl, former chief
economist at BP who is currently Global Head
of Research at the Abu Dhabi Investment Au-
thority (ADIA).

"If you're talking about winners, you can
count Iran and Irag,” Ruehl said at a Dubai con-
ference last week, as quoted by Bloomberg.

The Saudis were aware that they would be
ceding some market share with the OPEC deal,
but opted for higher and more stable ail pric-
es by signing up to a deal that allowed Iran to
slightly lift its output, while others— especially
Riyadh—would have to cut.

The lower-for-longer ail prices have led to
a considerable deficit in Saudi Arabia’s budget,
and the Kingdom had to draw from reserves
and increase the issue of debt to finance the
gaps in its oil-dependent government reve-
nues.

The Saudis now need higher oil prices if they
want their oil giant Aramco to be valued in next
year's IPO anywhere in the vicinity of $1 trillion,

let alone the $2-trillion valuation that Depu-
ty Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman has
mentioned.

The Saudi 2017 budget sees higher ail pric-
es this year lifting oil revenues by 46 percent
compared to the 2016 estimates.

So, the Saudis entered the OPEC production
cut deal knowing that Iran might use the leeway
it was given to slightly raise its production, and
Iragq might not fully comply with the cuts.

As per OPEC's agreement, Saudi Arabia had
to cut output by 486,000 bpd to a ceiling of
10.058 million bpd. OPEC's no.2 producer, Irag,
promised to cut 210,000 bpd to a level of 4.351
million bpd, while Iran -- the cartel’s no.3 and
regional rival of Saudi Arabia -- was allowed to
raise its output to 3.797 million bpd.

While the Saudis have over-complied with
the cuts and kept output below 10 million bpd
since January, as per OPEC's secondary sourc-
es, Iran has been pumping as much as it was
allowed, and exceeded its quota in February.
Iraq, for its part, has failed to comply with the
cuts in each of the months through March for
which data are available.

Iran and Iraq are looking beyond the cuts
and taking steps to raise their output, taking
advantage of Saudi Arabia’s current play of
over-complying with cuts and compensating
for rogue members.

"The Saudis are losing out because other
countries are able to squeeze out more pro-
duction,” Edward Bell, commodities analyst at
Dubai-based lender Emirates NBD PJSC, told
Bloomberg.

Saudi Arabia is trying to preserve its market
share amid the cuts and has been lowering the

official selling price for Arab Light and Arab Extra
Light varieties for Asia for two months now. The
Saudis are expected to slash Arab Light pric-
es to Asia for June to the lowest pricing in nine
months, as the Middle East benchmark Dubai
crude is falling due to oversupply, according to
a Reuters survey of five Asian refiners.

Saudi Arabia is also said to be trying to lure
buyers from European markets by changing
the way it prices its oil in order to make it easier
for hedging.

In a sign that the higher il prices are helping
Saudi budget revenues, reports suggested last
week that Saudi Arabia had reinstated perks for
civil servants, after revenues for the first quarter
turned out higher than expected.

Now the oil market and analysts are waiting
to see whether OPEC will decide to roll over the
production cuts until the end of the year. The
current Saudi rhetoric to the market is that there
seems to be a consensus over extending the
cuts beyond June, but further discussions need
to be held, including with non-OPEC Russia.

The Saudis may demand that Iran also cuts
output and insist that non-complying members
(such as Iraqg) finally get in line as a condition to
roll over the cuts, S&P Global Platts reported
in March, citing people familiar with the Saudi
thinking. With Iran unlikely to concede to any
cuts now that it has regained the market share
it had lost to the Western sanctions, the Saudis
may find it difficult to impose such a deal. But
with the possibility that oil prices may fall below
$40 if the deal is not extended, in the end Saudi
Arabia may once again choose higher oil prices
over market share.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Greece agrees to sell coal-fired plants, mines

Greece agreed with its lenders to sell coal-fired plants and coal
mines equal to about 40 percent of its dominant power utility Public

in buying coal-fired plants and mines owned by Public Power by
November, aiming to wrap up the sale by June 2018, a government
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Brief discription of subject:

National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran hereby intends to purchase
its requirements from qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender ( semi-pressed) upon following terms

and conditions:
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:

The evaluation is based on article ( j ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets

qualitative evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.

B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:

In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to SIBA account number
2174652205004 of NIDC in Bank Meli Iran and providing the original deposit receipt.

Reciving of documents:

Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum one week after the date of
second publication in person at the following address: Hall No.:113, Ithfloor, Foreign

Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN

Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment department

in due date will be known as tenderer from tender committee.
C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evaluating:

Tenderers shall submit simultaneuosly envelopes of bids including bank guarantees(A), financial offer(C) and stamped and
signed of tender ducuments(B) along with qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary within 40 days
from last day of document recived deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building

operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN.

Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of

bids.
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee:

A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central

Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company.
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.

Power Corp’s capacity, a government source said on Tuesday.

The agreement is part of a reform deal Greece and its foreign
creditors reached early on Tuesday, paving the way for the disburse-
ment of further rescue funds under the country’s third international
bailout.

Greece will hold a market test to sound out investors interested

official told Reuters on condition of anonymity.

PPCis 51 percent-owned by the state.

The lenders and Greece also agreed that Athens will re-launch
the sale of a 66 percent stake in its natural gas grid operator DESFA
and conclude it by the end of the year.

(Source: Reuters) E'I
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What would Macron as
France’s leader mean for
Europe?

By Patrick Wintour

In a sign of how quickly European politics has moved, senior
diplomats in the British embassy in Paris less than a decade
ago held intense discussions about whether British officials
could ever have a meeting with members of the French Front
National. The party, then run by Jean-Marie Le Pen, was
regarded as so off-limits as to be untouchable.

The embassy’s current occupants will doubtless be
breathing a quiet sigh of relief that Marine Le Pen, Jean-
Marie's estranged daughter, is unlikely to make up a 20-point
deficit to win the second round of the presidential elections,
but know the alternative — the election of the almost
romantically pro-European Emmanuel Macron — might prove
to be an equally big diplomatic headache.

Macron's presidency may turn on his ability to push
through domestic reforms, but in his campaign he has set
down unpalatable markers for London on Brexit and for the
future shape of Europe, especially the revival of the long
stalled Franco-German motor.

Macron — when pressed mainly by British reporters — has
said he will not countenance a deal that allows the UK to
act as Europe’s offshore tax haven with access to the single
market. Like his one-time patron, Francois Hollande, he is
determined no other EU country should believe Brexit is
worth emulating. A former banker, he will also be tempted
to lure many of his UK-based supporters back to France by
making Paris an effective rival to the City of London.

But Macron’s ability to press this case depends largely on
the relationship he manages to strike with Berlin. He visited
Germany twice during the campaign and in a 70-minute
lecture delivered in English at Humboldt University in Berlin
in January, he promised to end the mistrust and deadlock
that had disfigured the Franco-German axis.

B Macron’s grand plans

Some French economists see Macron’s grand plans for
the reform of the Eurozone, a common budget, a finance
minister, European defense and a multi-speed Europe as
the kind of boilerplate Euro-vacuity produced by the French
foreign ministry for generations. They say it has been rejected
repeatedly by German governments. “Most just yawn
and wait for the next item of business,” said one European
commission economist.

But others such as Sylvie Goulard, one of Macron’s foreign
policy advisers, say Macron is deadly serious. A window of
opportunity for reform exists in the wake of the French and
German elections that might be the last chance for the liberal
center to reform Europe.

In his Berlin speech he argued that a dysfunctioning euro
helped Germany, adding that a lack of trust between France
and Germany was blocking major reforms that would increase
solidarity among the 19 members of the currency union.

"The truth is that we must collectively recognize that the
euro is incomplete and cannot last without major reforms. It
has not provided Europe with full international sovereignty
against the dollar on its rules. It has not provided Europe with
a natural convergence
between the different
member states.

“The euro is a weak
deutsche  mark,” said

A presidential win

could offer a last

chance for liberal

Macron. “The status reform of Europe
quo is synonymous, in

10 years’ time, with the but may prov.e I?ad

dismantling of the euro” news for Britain’s

His ideas for reform  Brexit trade hopes
of the euro, first set out
with the German SPD
politician Sigmar Gabriel, challenge Berlin's adherence to
trade surpluses, which he has described as unsustainable.
Many of his proposals remain vague but Macron has been
honest enough to acknowledge Berlin will only listen
to Paris if France first establishes its credibility through
economic reforms.

But many analysts doubt Macron will gather the politi-
cal authority to push his pro-European agenda in France,
let alone Germany. French economist Charles Wyplosz said
there was not the broad support for reform and only two
candidates in the first round presidential vote, Macron and
rightwing candidate Francois Fillon, made the case for it.

"The good news is that Macron and Fillon won 50% of the
vote, but the bad news is that 50% of the French people still
have no idea about what needs to be done, and that poses
questions about what happens next,” Wyplosz said.

"France has been in the slow lane for decades, losing
political influence in Europe, largely because there have been
these arrangements where everyone has these privileges that
they have been skilled at protecting. Macron has to confront
powerful forces that often by putting 2 million people on the
streets have won every battle in the last decade!

But Macron’s domestic fragility places a responsibility on Ger-
many to help him. Ronja Kempin, a researcher at the German
Institute for International and Security Policy, says it is necessary
for Berlin to plan for around 2022, when there is a real risk of
a Front National victory in the second round. “If France falls,
Germany will find herself alone. To avoid this, Berlin will have to
make clear economic and ideological sacrifices!

(Source: The Guardian)
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Former presidents should lead

the criti

By Arthur J. Magida

America  prides itself on  peaceful
transitions from one president to the other.
No coups. No backstabbing. No backward
glances at what might have been.

We witness this every four years or,
at the most, every eight. No matter
how bitter a presidential campaign or
how antithetical an outgoing president’s
policies and ideology may be from his
successor’s, the newcomer is ushered into
the highest office in the land with dignity
and courtesy.

Such continuity is a fundamental tenet
of the United States. Only in the weeks
preceding the Civil War was it violated,
when the southern states seceded after
the election of Abraham Lincoln.

What followed took the lives of roughly
620,000 men over the next four years
approximately two percent of the nation’s
population.

M The ideological gulf

Also part of our tradition is the
absence of any remonstrance from one
president toward another, regardless
of the ideological gulf between them.
Almost since the founding of the nation,
it has been considered unthinkable for
a former president to criticize a sitting
president.

But as these are the times that try men’s
(and women’s) souls, such niceties must
cease. Since January 20, the nation’s most
fundamental values have been distorted
as the man who spoke of “carnage” at his
inauguration presides over a divided and
fractious nation.

This carnage — a blow to our comity
and polity, to our sense of union and
of purpose — Trump has personally
unleashed. If this is what is in store for us
over the next four years, the United States
may be unrecognizable by 2020.

Confronted by such conditions, it is
incumbent upon the five living former
presidents — Jimmy Carter, George H.W.
Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and
Barack Obama — to disregard tradition
and form a Presidential Committee of
Conscience that would have one purpose:
to admonish and correct a sitting
president whose actions are a threat to
the defining ethos of the nation; whose
policies contribute to the shredding
of the fabric that bind us together as a
people and fracture alliances that have
been the foundation of a reasonably
calm and sensible global order; whose
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From left, Presidents George H. W. Bush, Barack Obama, George W. Bush, Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter in the Oval Office.

Almost since the founding of the nation, it has been considered
unthinkable for a former president to criticize a sitting president.

cavalier utterances betray the dignity and
purpose of the office of the presidency.

The first weeks of Trump's presidency
— our introduction to this man as chief
executive — visited havoc on the nation.
His tweets were impolite, immature and
menacing, from targeting a sitting federal
judge to attacks on The New York Times.

His executive orders defy any logical
and accepted manner of shaping the
federal government to a new president’s
will: - witness his  Muslim ban, which
is a rebuke to the nation’s history of
welcoming the stranger, regardless of
faith or origin.

As he moved into his first month
in the Oval Office, the transgressions
continued: He has insulted the leaders
of Australia and Mexico; attacked the
concept of an independent judiciary;
affronted a revered civil rights leader,

John Lewis; excommunicated leading
news outlets from White House briefings
while slandering the press as the “"enemy”;
turned his Florida resort into an open-air
situation room; pandered to anti-Semites
and racists; persistently lied about
his electoral college “landslide;” and
impugned the integrity of his predecessor
with baseless claims of wiretapping.

There have been exceptions to the
veneer of politeness we expect of former
presidents. For example, when Teddy
Roosevelt was disappointed that his
handpicked successor, William Howard
Taft, was abandoning TR’'s pioneering
progressivism, he attacked him as a
“fathead,” a "puzzle wit" (apparently, an
insult 100 years ago) and having “brains
less than a guinea pig”

Unlike TR, a Presidential Committee
of Conscience would be dignified while

being resolute and constructive. It would
comment only when the nation’s rule of
law, principles and values are at risk.

It had better be formed soon. And
if not a committee, then one or more
of the former presidents must begin to
speak out.

George W. Bush, who for eight years
refused to comment on the Obama
presidency, has taken the lead. Bush took
issue with Trump's immigration policy, his
name calling, and his characterization of
the media as the "enemy of the people’

‘I consider the media to be
indispensable to democracy,” Bush said.
"We need an independent media to hold
people like me accountable”

The other “exes” should join him,
speaking with the moral and political
authority that only they possess.

(Source: Newsweek)

The North Korean threat is not theoretical, it is reality

By Douglas Birkey

North Korea is surging to the brink. Advancements in
their missile technology and nuclear weapons program
will soon put the United States in the crosshairs. As
Senator John McCain recently remarked: ‘A North
Korean missile tipped with a nuclear warhead, capable
of reaching our homeland is no longer a distant
hypothetical, but an imminent danger”

A policy built around angry diplomatic statements
and passive observation is no longer viable. The
United States must seriously anticipate the use
of force to eliminate this rogue nation’s offensive
nuclear capacity. This is far from a simple task.

When dealing with North Korea, it is critical to
appreciate everything comes down to keeping
Kim Jong Un and his family in power. That is why
diplomatic measures, economic isolation, and
international commendation have proven ineffective.
As long as the leadership structure remains intact,
everything else is of a secondary concern.

While China, North Korea's primary ally, controls
90% of its trade, Chinese leaders are reluctant to
take a hard line on the North, fearing a collapsed
regime that would precipitate a refugee crisis and a
potentially hostile unified Korea.

Nuclear weapons are deemed the penultimate
point of leverage preventing the United States and
its allies from toppling North Korean regime. Make a
move against Kim Jong Un and you will likely face a
nuclear response. Nor are nukes North Korea's only
ace in the hole. They have fortified the border with a
huge array of offensive conventional armaments —
artillery, missiles, and more. Should a conflict erupt,
Seoul, South Korea, which lies just thirty five miles
from the boarder, will be subject to an overwhelm-
ing attack.

This leaves the United States in a difficult position.
Lacking economic or diplomatic points of leverage,
military action increasingly looks like a likely path.
Unfortunately, the capabilities required to success-
fully defeat North Korea are in short supply.

Ever since the Berlin Wall fell, the United States
has failed to invest in a balanced set of military
technologies necessary to engage against a potent
foe like North Korea. While it is true that significant
funds were expended for military operations in
Afghanistan and Irag, capabilities optimized for
counter-insurgency warfare are wholly inadequate
for a high-end conflict. A surface campaign fighting

As Senator John McCain recently remarked: “A North Korean missile
tipped with a nuclear warhead, capable of reaching our homeland is
no longer a distant hypothetical, but an imminent danger.”

mile-by-mile up the peninsula would afford Kim
Jong Un more than enough time to decimate the
South and launch nuclear strikes.

Instead, the United States needs to consider op-
tions that would collapse the North Korean threat
as fast as possible. That means hitting targets in a
concurrent, decisive fashion to prevent wholesale
devastation in Seoul and a nuclear launch. Do-
ing so demands America’s most advanced combat
aircraft--the B-2 bomber, F-22 fighter, and F-35
fighter. Their stealth technology is necessary for
survival and their advanced sensor capabilities will
allow them to locate their targets in an incredibly
dynamic environment.

There is just one catch: the U.S. failed to pro-
cure enough of these airplanes because they were
deemed to be outdated, expensive "Cold War" as-
sets. While it is true that the Cold War is over, that
does not mean adversaries stopped investing in ad-
vanced defenses. In fact, the world is far more dan-

gerous than it was thirty years ago. This is a major
problem given that the United States only has 20
B-2s, 185 F-2s, and a handful of F-35s in the inven-
tory. Out of these, the F-35 is the only one currently
in production. It is time for the nation to acknowl-
edge this capability gap and accelerate their acqui-
sition. The same holds true for the newly designed
B-21 stealth bomber —an aircraft that will replace
planes that are decades old.

The threat posed by North Korea is not theoretical,
it is reality. Decisions made over the last several
years have left the country in a precarious position.
While the bravery of our men and women in uniform
is beyond question, dedication to duty and sacrifice
can only go so far. We must properly equip them to
fight and win. Failing to make such investments will
leave the country woefully unprepared to execute
a mission where the alternative to a rapid, decisive
victory is unthinkable.

(Source: Foxnews)
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Iran’s attendance at

By Maryam Azish

The 6th Moscow Conference on Interna-
tional Security recently held was attended
by Iran’s Defense Minister Brigadier Gener-
al Hossein Dehghan and several high-rank-
ing defense delegations and experts from
various countries.

Over 700 participants, namely 25 heads
of delegation, chiefs of the general staff of
the armed forces, senior commanders and
experts from 80 countries attended the
two-day event which was aimed at pro-
viding the participating countries with the
opportunity to consult on defense and se-
curity issues.

M “International Fascism”

During the conference, Iran and Rus-
sia have once again condemned the re-
cent U.S. missile attack against a Syrian
army airbase, stressing that such acts
block the formation of a united front
against terrorism.

Dehghan and Russia’s Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov both commented on
the attack during their speeches made
at the gathering.

Dehghan said the missile raid was
against all international regulations.

Underlying that Washington's uncon-
structive role in the Middle East, Iranian
minister said the U.S. is trying to stage
a new form of “international fascism” by
implementing a new doctrine and by
‘commercializing security.”

Pointing out to factors contributing
to the current local and international
imbalance and violence, Dehghan cit-
ed American President Donald Trump's
volatility in word, attitude and deci-
sion-making as well as the U.S., Israel,
Britain, and Saudi Arabia supporting
and reinforcing Takfiri terrorist groups
against regional governments, PressTV
wrote.

He also warned that neither the U.S.
nor any other country can attain its "po-
litical and expansionist” goals by backing
war and terrorism.

Unless terrorism is vanquished in
Syria and Iraq — which hold the largest
concentrations of Takfiris — the terrorists
would soon be targeting all their back-
ers, including the U.S., Europe, Saudi
Arabia, and Turkey “with the most vio-
lent acts,” he further cautioned.

In addition to addressing the con-
ference, Dehghan also held separate
meetings with Defense Minister of Rus-
sia Sergey Kuzhugetovich Shoygu and
his counterparts from Brazil, India, Ven-
ezuela and Serbia.

He also attended in Iran-Russia-Syr-
ia defense ministers’ trilateral meeting
which was aimed at reviewing the latest
conditions in Syria and reinforce conver-

Moscow securit

Without doubt Iran’s participation in th
security conference is of significant importance
to Russia, as the two countries have taken joint
anti-terrorism strategies and have succeeded in
preventing the expansion of terrorism threat in

the Middle East.

gence in fighting against terrorism.

M Trilateral Meetings

The Second rounds of trilateral meet-
ings between Iranian, Russian and Syrian
defense ministers was held in Moscow
on the sidelines of the conference.

During the meeting, Dehghan, Sergey
Shoygu and Fahd Jassem al-Freij under-
lined convergence among Tehran, Mos-
cow and Damascus against terrorism.

They discussed latest field develop-
ments in Syria and explored avenues for
fighting against terrorism.

The three defense minister also un-
derlined continuation of joint full-scale
action to eliminate roots of insecurity
and violence in the region.

They condemned recent U.S. attack
against an airfield in Syria, noting that
such treachery attacks in support of ter-
rorists should be halted.

They stressed joint decisive action
against terrorists to prevent terrorist's
reinforcement and to help establishment
of peace in the war-torn region.

The first round of the trilateral talks
was held in Tehran in 2016.

M Tripartite Meeting Outcomes

Commenting on the outcomes of tri-
lateral meeting with hid Russian and Syr-
ian counterparts, Dehghan said on that
the three countries agreed in a tripartite
meeting to put the extension of cease-
fire in Syria on the agenda.

He said the three countries discussed
the reasons behind U.S. recent missile
attack on a Syrian air base under the

fabricated pretext of using chemical
weapons by the Syrian government.

After the achievements made on the
ground by the Syrian Army, the terror-
ists faced a confusing situation and lost
their morale and needed their allies to
express their support for them so that
they would be encouraged to continue
with their acts, the minister said.

He said what the U.S. president did
was contrary to what he had said be-
fore as he had said the U.S. would fight
ISIL to uproot this terrorist group and
that they would have nothing to do with
President Bashar Assad.

H Syria’s National Integrity:

In a mutual meeting, Dehghan and
his Russian counterpart underlined the
need to maintain Syria’s national integri-
ty and sovereignty.

The two stressed the need for imme-
diate establishment of sustainable peace
and security in Syria.

Discussing latest developments in
Syria, the Russian and Iranian defense
ministers also underlined the necessity
of continuation of the ceasefire in that
country and spreading it to other parts
in Syria.

Dehghan and Shoygu emphasized the
need for dispatching humanitarian aid
and reliefs teams to war-torn regions in
Syria and helping Syrian people find free
access to humanitarian aid in all cities.

The two defense ministers further
conferred bilateral ties and stressed
implementation of military agreements

confab

inked between Tehran and Moscow.

H Military Cooperation

Dehghan also held separate meetings
with his Indian, Serbian and Venezuelan
counterparts.

Dehghan and his Serbian counterpart
Zoran Djordjevic reviewed the latest regional
and international developments.

The two ministers also called for rein-
forcement of military cooperation between
Iran and Serbia.

Meanwhile, Dehghan and his Venezue-
lan counterpart Vladimir Padrino Lopez ex-
pressed the need for expanding defense co-
operation between the two countries.

In a meeting with his Indian counterpart
Arun Jaitley, the two sides talked on regional
and international issues.

Referring to the common cultural points
between Iran and India, and geopolitical and
geostrategic importance of the two coun-
tries, Dehghan said, “Improving political, mili-
tary, and security ties between Iran and India
can be of great help to improve the security
index in the region and significantly affect the
stable peace, adding that exchanging expe-
riences and fight on extremism, terrorism,
and piracy are important parts of Iran-India
collaboration.

Jaitley said in the meeting that undoubt-
edly the common history and civilization
of Iran and Indian has created good ties in
safequarding security, adding that India has
an uncompromising stance against terrorism
and does not have any obstacles to collabo-
ration in this field.

In a meeting with his Brazilian counterpart
Raul Belens Jungmann Pinto after 40 years,
issues of mutual interests as well as the re-
gional and global developments were review.

The ways for reinforcement of mutual, re-
gional and global cooperation were reviewed
during the meeting.

Dehghan underscored that there exist ap-
propriate grounds in various sectors leading
to development of cooperation between Iran
and Brazil.

Praising the momentous constructive role
of Brazil in regional and global equations as
well as adopting a positive stance in support-
ing Iran’s peaceful nuclear activities, Dehghan
called for reinforcement of mutual coopera-
tion in various sectors.

Without doubt Iran's participation in the
security conference is of significant impor-
tance to Russia, as the two countries have
taken joint anti-terrorism strategies and
have succeeded in preventing the expan-
sion of terrorism threat in the Middle East.
Moreover, Iran's presence in the forum, the
main goal of which is combating terrorism,
will be an indication of the two countries’ re-
solve for bilateral defense cooperation and
growing regional convergence as they have
taken common anti-terror strategies in the
Middle East.

“Germany of Asia” looking to restore its sovereignty

While the new resident of the White House
has been acquiring a taste for military adven-
tures overseas, the prime minister of Japan,
Shinzo Abe, visited Moscow on April 27 for
his 17th talk with Vladimir Putin. But of course
their normal economic agenda, intended to
hammer out the final details of some painful
bilateral issues, was powerfully affected by
events in North Korea. So what's the real po-
litical equation in the Eurasian Far East these
days?

The memorable dinner hosted by Pres.
Trump for Chairman Xi and served up with
the added flourish of a missile strike on a
Syrian air base was hardly a diplomatic suc-
cess for the new administration. The Chinese
leader has apparently turned a deaf ear to the
president’s demands to revalue the yuan and
thus financially offset the enormous U.S. trade
deficit with its biggest economic partner. But
one of the few advantages of having a busi-
nessman in the Oval Office is that he always
has a non-business argument when trapped
in any sort of business quagmire. Teasing a
limitrophe that is loyal to your adversary is the
first-choice option in such cases.

Nearly 63 years after the end of the Korean
War, during which the United States Air Force
dropped more conventional and napalm
bombs onto North Korea than did all the Al-
lies onto Germany during the WWIL, Washing-
tonis still officially in a state of war with Pyong-
yang. And it is precisely this powerful factor
of ambiguity that drives the awkward nuclear
ambitions of a small and stalemated nation.
A safe and manageable bogey-state offers
a convenient pretext for the U.S. to stretch a
vengeful hand toward the coastline of a key
economic “partner” whenever the time is
right — which is almost a dream come true for
U.S. strategists. So far, this most recent “North
Korean escalation” has had a single tangible
result — the U.S. THAAD anti-missile systems

Agreeing to abandon the futile dispute over
the “northern territories” in exchange for
a broad partnership with Russia might be
the only way for Japan to emerge from this
troubled time with some long-sought benefits.

that monitor eastbound Chinese rockets are
being deployed in South Korea and will re-
portedly “be operational within days”

The only problem is that this game is
not being played in a geopolitical vacuum.
A symptomatic WP commentator — period-
ically venting his spleen against the “hermit
kingdom” of North Korea — lets slip one no-
table point: If the crisis deepens, the possibility
arises of South Korea and, more importantly,
Japan going nuclear themselves.

The best way to label the prevailing mood
among Japanese foreign-policy officials at
the dawn of the Trump era would be that
of “ill-concealed anxiety! Tokyo is justifiably

concerned that it might be dragged into an
unpredictable, hot regional military conflict
(the American bases on Okinawa are the
highest-priority targets for the North Korean
missiles) or that Washington and Beijing might
reach a long-term consensus at the expense
of the interests of the neighboring countries.
In both scenarios Japan would be the weakest
chain in the regional string.

The first problem is the burden of history.
At one time or another all its neighbors have
been the victims of horrific war crimes at the
hands of the Japanese military, with some suf-
fering on multiple occasions. Most nations in
the region share the common denominator of

anti-Japanese prejudices that are unconscious
for the most part, yet still potent. What makes
matters worse is that Japan alone is denied
the right to its own army.

The second problem is that despite im-
pressive economic and technological break-
throughs, Japan, like Germany; is still stuck in
the position of a crypto-colony of the Unit-
ed States, unable to make sovereign military
and foreign-policy decisions. This situation is
made worse by the acute shortage of mineral
resources on their islands.

Is Japan eager to escape this vicious circle
and reclaim its full sovereignty? Without ques-
tion. This is why PM Abe visits Pres. Putin.

Of course Mr. Abe’s rise to the peak of Ja-
pan’s political Olympus was not serendipitous.
His maternal grandfather, the former prime
minister Nobusuke Kishi, was a close associ-
ate of the top commanders in the Kwantung
army and in October 1941 became a mem-
ber of the militaristic government cabinet in
Tokyo. After the capitulation of Japan, he was
arrested by the Allies and held as a war crim-
inal for three years. Once he adopted Ameri-
ca’s visions and demands for post-war Japan,
he was released and eventually became the
prime minister of a pro-American Japanese
government. Although Kishi held no trump
cards in his hands, he did everything in his
power to strengthen and re-militarize Japan.

His grandson aspires to the same goal —
to rid his home of an unwelcome guest. He
understands that he must overcome the mili-
tary restrictions of the capitulation act and ob-
tain independent access to sufficient natural
resources. But unlike his grandpa, he holds
some trump cards. Agreeing to abandon the
futile dispute over the “northern territories” in
exchange for a broad partnership with Russia
might be the only way for Japan to emerge
from this troubled time with some long-
sought benefits.  (Source: orientalreview.org)
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The Trump tax plan: more
money for the oligarchs

By Barry Gre

In presenting the administration’s tax plan at a White House press
briefing on April 26, Trump’s top economic advisers, Gary Cohn (net
worth $610 million) and Steven Mnuchin ($500 million), both for-
mer Goldman Sachs bankers, could barely contain their glee over
the prospect of a massive transfer of wealth to themselves and their
fellow oligarchs.

Cohn, the director of Trump’s National Economic Council, set the
tone, gushing:

"This is quite an historic day for us and one that we've been look-
ing forward to for a long time... We have a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to do something really big”

The "really big something,” as the one-page handout to re-
porters made clear, is a plundering operation that will shift tril-
lions of dollars from the federal Treasury to the bank accounts
of the rich and the super-rich. The aim, besides adding to the
obscene wealth of the financial aristocracy, is to starve and
eventually eliminate basic social programs such as Medicare
and Social Security.

I The proposals outlined by Cohn and Mnuchin include:

« Abolishing taxes that impact only the rich, such as the estate
tax, the alternative minimum tax and a capital gains surcharge for
Obamacare;

+ Cutting the corporate tax rate as well as the rate for business
profits taken as personal income from 35 percent to 15 percent; and

* Reducing the top income tax rate from 39.6 percent to 35 per-
cent.

The administration is also proposing to eliminate the taxation of
profits made by US-based corporations outside the country, along
with a one-time tax incentive for corporations to repatriate trillions of
dollars in profits held in offshore accounts.

The list of demands totaled a mere 200 words. In reality, the agen-
da could have been summed up in just four:

“We want more money!”

The corporate-financial elite is particularly fixated on abolishing
the estate tax. This is because it wants to nail down for its great grand-
kids everything it has stolen in the past. This tax on inherited wealth,
established in 1916, has been repeatedly watered down, but the bil-
lionaire parasites want it wiped off the books to establish themselves
as an American royalty.

Trump and his Goldman Sachs advisers are resorting to shameless
lying to promote the tax scheme. Mnuchin, who appeared on the
three network morning news programs on Thursday, insisted that the
tax plan will benefit working and middle-class people, not the rich.

"This isn't about a dramatic tax cut for the wealthy," he asserted.
“It's a middle class income tax cut to create American jobs. Jobs, jobs,
jobs!

He also repeated the ridiculous claim that the multitrilion-dollar
cost of the plan will not increase the federal debt because it will pay
for itself through increased economic growth. An independent anal-
ysis of Trumps campaign tax plan, similar to the proposal presented
Wednesday, estimated that it would raise the federal debt by an addi-
tional $7 trillion in the first decade and $21 trillion by 2036.

The massive transfer of wealth will not go to investment, but to
acquiring bigger diamonds; more luxurious mansions, yachts and
private jets; new private islands; more security guards and better-pro-
tected gated communities to segregate the financial nobility from the
masses whom they despise and fear.

A portion of the money stolen from the working class will be used
to buy more politicians and reporters to keep the democratic fagade
going.

The official “debate” on the tax scheme will be nothing more than
a smokescreen for implementing virtually all the tax proposals. The
Democrats are no less the lackeys of Wall Street than Trump and the
Republicans. The Obama White House proposed a cut in the corpo-
rate tax rate to 28 percent and repeatedly granted tax breaks to big
business as the centerpiece of its phony “jobs” programs.

Even as the Trump administration was rolling out its tax plan, it
was reported that Obama, following in the footsteps of the Clintons,
had agreed to speak at a Wall Street event in return for $400,000 fee.
Payment for services rendered.

It is nearly half a century since the Democratic Party abandoned
any policy of social reform, which it adopted under the pressure of
mass struggles of the working class. The increasing concentration
of wealth in the hands of the rich, abetted by changes in the tax
structure, has been underway for decades, carried out by Demo-
cratic-controlled Congresses and Democratic as well as Republican
administrations.

As a result, the corporate tax accounted for just 10.6 percent of
the federal government’s revenue in 2015, down from a third in the
1950s. Today, two-thirds of active corporations pay no corporate tax.
Large profitable corporations pay an average rate of 14 percent, and
some of the biggest companies pay nothing.

The Trump administration marks the emergence of govern-
ment of, by and for the oligarchy in the purest form. But Trump is
no aberration and he did not emerge from outer space. He is the
noxious outcome of decades of social counterrevolution.

Obama handed to Trump a country in which the annual in-
come of the top 1 percent ($1.3 million) is more than three times
what it was in the 1980s, while the pre-tax income of the bottom
50 percent ($16,000) has not changed in real terms. The share of
national income going to the top 1 percent rose from 12 percent
to 20 percent over that period, while that of the bottom 50 per-
cent fell from 20 percent to 12 percent.

Inhuman terms, this translates into a society wracked by social cri-
sis and vast suffering, with tens of millions unemployed or consigned
to poverty-wage, parttime jobs, life expectancy declining, and drug
abuse and suicide rates soaring. Entire generations of young people
are condemned to lives of economic insecurity, forced to live with
their parents and postpone getting married or having children. The
elderly face the destruction of their health and retirement benefits.

And all of this to sustain the meaningless and corrupt lives of a
small elite of financial parasites!

With the people of America and the world facing ever worsening
social conditions and the looming threat of world war, the top prior-
ity of the political establishment is to hand over trillions more to the
wealthy elite. This shows that no social problem can be tackled with-
out directly confronting the cligarchy, breaking its power and seizing
its wealth so that it can be used to meet social needs.

The American oligarchy; steeped in criminality and parasitism, can
produce only a government of war, social reaction and repression. In
its blind avarice, it is creating the conditions for unprecedented social
upheavals. It is hurtling toward its own revolutionary demise at the
hands of the working class.
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By Charlotte Mcdonald-Gibson

Dark clouds have been hovering over Europeans who be-
lieve in an integrated, tolerant and open Continent. First
came Britain’s vote to leave the European Union in June, fol-
lowed by Donald J. Trump’s election. Nationalists and right-
wing populists seemed to be on the march. And Europhiles
looked nervously ahead to a string of elections in 2017, any
one of which could herald the moment when the European
project began to unravel for good.

These people might be forgiven for savoring the feeling
of respite recently.

The first round of France's presidential election,
on April 23, put the passionately pro-European Un-
ion independent candidate, Emmanuel Macron, ahead
of Marine Le Pen of the far-right National Front. Polls
now heavily favor Mr. Macron to beat Ms. Le Pen in the
second round on Sunday. That election followed one
in the Netherlands in March in which the openly Islam-
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ophobic and fervently Euroskeptic candidate, Geert
Wilders, did worse than expected. And in Austria in
December, the far right's Norbert Hofer narrowly lost
the presidential election to Alexander van der Bellen, a
former Green Party leader.

In light of all this, many now claim that right-wing pop-
ulism has peaked, and the European Union has walked back
from the brink of self-destruction. But while there are many
positive lessons to be drawn from the recent elections, tri-
umphalism, which leads to complacency, would be danger-
ous and misplaced.

Something hasn't peaked until it has started to decline
— and to date the far right has only been ascendant. Ms.
Le Pen’s National Front added around 1.2 million votes to its
first-round result in 2012. Mr. Wilders's Freedom Party now
has 20 seats in the Dutch Parliament, a gain of five from
2012.

The previous candidate from Mr. Hofer's party received
about 15 percent in the last presidential poll in 2010, while

Mr. Hofer topped the vote in the first round and got 46
percent in the run-off.

M Far right’s influence

And the far right’s influence isn't felt only at the voting
booth. Derogatory language once unthinkable in a union
shaped by its experiences during World War Il are now
commonplace. The second biggest party in the Nether-
lands is led by a man who has called people of Moroc-
can origin “scum.” Violent attacks by far-right extremists are
on the rise. Germany reported nearly 10 hate crimes a day
against migrants and refugees in 2016. Mayors across the
Continent are under police protection because of threats
from the extreme right. (And anyone under the illusion that
the values of human rights, tolerance and dignity for all —
enshrined in European Union treaties — can be taken for
granted should visit the camps in Greece where around
62,000 refugees are trapped, many of them in dire condi-
tions.)

But there is also plenty to celebrate for people who be-

Populism has not ‘peaked’ in Europe.
The fight continues.

lieve that Europe will be safer and more prosperous if coun-
tries work together and keep their doors open to the world,
rather than retreat into nationalism and isolationism. And
there are lessons to be learned. The biggest winners have
been those leaders who embraced liberal, pro-European
Union values with the same passion and emotion as the
populists. Meanwhile, the traditional mainstream parties
that have responded by shifting their own rhetoric toward
the right have fared less well.

In the Netherlands, the Green Left party, led by the
charismatic Jesse Klaver, openly embraced the Dutch
tradition of tolerance and diversity with the same fervor
that Mr. Wilders applied to his hatred of Muslims. Con-
sequently, the party soared from four seats to 14. The
party of the incumbent prime minister, Mark Rutte, on
the other hand, lost eight seats after he made last-minute
attempts to woo Wilders voters with an open letter say-
ing that migrants who don't integrate should leave the
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Pars Dlplomatlc Real Estate

Apartment

Apt in Kamranieh
3™ floor, 250 sq.m, 3Bdrs., fully
furn, nice Balcony, lobby, Spj,
Green garden, gym saloon,
Diplomatic tower $4700
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Mirdamad
6" floor, 90 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., Fully
furn, small Balcony, Lobby, Parking
$1100
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Shahrak Qarb
800 sq.m Built up, 5 Bdrs., Duplex,
renovated, semi furn, Nice & cozy,
garden, pool, Parking
Suitable for Residency or Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa/Apt in Darous
Duplex, 700 sq.m, 5 Bdrs. with
One Apt, 300 sq.m, totally 900

built up, Pool, renovated
Suitable for Residency & Embassy

Building & Office

Building in Fereshteh
Ready to rent separately or whole
building, 3 Apt, 3 & 5 Bdrs. furn &
unfurn,, SPJ & Pkg, good access
Only $2900
Ms.Sara 09128103207

New Whole Building in Elahieh
32 Apts, each Apt is 140 sq.m, One
duplex Apt 250 sq.m, 670 sq.m
built up, 250 sq.m land, So shiny,
quit & cozy, parking
Good for Embassy
Price reasonable

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Ideal Offers

Amazing spring offer in Jordan,
available from 21"
April, 100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., full furn,
peaceful Residency $1000
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Office in Valiasr
From 250 sq.m up to 7000 sq.m
commercial office, ready for
Renting to foreign Companies, Lobby,
parking lot, good access to highway
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Mirdamad

New/luxury Apt in Zafaranieh

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

3™ floor, 105 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., Fully
furn, lobby, Spj, quit & Diplomatic
Price negotiable
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Niavaran
5™ floor, 150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., Fully
furn, parking, nice & cozy, almost new

Amazing Villa in Kamranieh
Duplex ,750 sq.m, 8 Bdrs. ,
Renovated , full furn, ceramic Floor,
driver room, balcony, 4Parking

Suitable for foreign Embassies
Ms.Sara 09128103207

places $15000

$2300
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Super luxury Apt in Elahieh
New Building, several Apts With 2
Bdrs. To 4 Bdrs., furn & unfurn,
balcony, nice lobby, Gym saloon,
Spj, parking, Unbelievable view,
good Access to highway,
diplomatic Building
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Shahrak Qarb
Duplex villa, 630 Sq.m, 5 Bdrs.,
One extra Suit with 300 sq.m apt
with 3 Bdrs., Garden, outdoor
Pool, renovated, too many Parking
spaces, Security, furn & unfurn

Suitable for Residency & Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

$15000
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Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Best Consultation,
Best Services, Best Result

Section Manager "Tina 09128440154"
Tel: 22662452-8 , Fax: 22667173

Hot Line: 28141

info@parsdiplomatic.com

Office in Jordan
110 sq.m to 240 sq.m, full of
foreign companies , could be flat,
Parking lot with extra visitors
parking, Lobby, Security, reno
vated, almost new
Price per each sq $40
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

6" floor, 90 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., Fully
furn, small Balcony, Lobby,
Parking, $1100
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Apt in Zafaraniyeh
250 sq.m,4 Bdrs., luxury furn,
Nice & cozy, Pkg, $ 3300

Whole Building in Zafaranieh
- 5 Unit in 2 level, 750 sq.m built up,
renovated, green garden, outdoor
pool, parking, quit Place
Price negotiable
Suitable for Embassies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Suitable for Diplomat
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Gheytarieh
120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., view of Park,
parking, full furn, diplomatic
Building $1200

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in Mahmoodieh
3™ floor, each floor one Apt, each
Apt 170 sq.m with 3 Bdrs., extra
Suit with 2 rooms, lobby, parking,
Suitable for Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn,
Parking, nice & cozy, Diplomatic
building $2000
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Mr. Ghanizadeh
Nobody does
it better
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TEL: 22041212 - 09121081212
APARTMENT - VILLA - OFFICE
PROPERTY @FIRSTCHOICECO.COM

WWW.FIRSTCHOICECO.COM

Don't Waste Your Time

Visit our website to choose your desired rental Properties

www. Delta HOME. ir

The Most Specialized Website for Foreigners

HOME
Real Estate

Real Estate Group
8888865
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Properties For Rent
From simple to luxury
From 50 sq.m To 500 sq.m

From 10008 to 10000$
Just call Dorna

09122241430

nedasamane@hotmail.com
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Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) —
Crossroads — Valiasr St.

FIRST INDIAN RESTAURANT

Rahimzade Alley — Taleqgani
Tel: 66476855

www.iraniahome.com
Email: info@iraniahome.com
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Children’s mental health needs
increased funding, program changes

From funding to front-line services, programs are lacking for youth, advocates say.

By Kristin Rushowy

Beth Nowosad started feeling anxious and suffering
panic attacks in Grade 8. A counsellor at her elemen-
tary school was no help. In high school “"there were
absolutely no resources,” and by Grade 10 she was
self-harming.

Before her 18th birthday, she tried to kill herself
and ended up in hospital.

“Unfortunately, the funding isn’t there” to help
kids, said Nowosad, now 24, who only started get-
ting proper treatment when she enrolled in a college
program to become a child and youth worker and
learned about resources in the community.

“There are so many youth that are waiting so long
— there are so many — the government needs to fill
the gaps”

For children with mental health troubles, wait lists
are the norm — when problems arise, they typically
can't get help for a year and a half and end up in hos-
pital, only to be discharged to find they have to wait
yet again for services in the community.

Advocates had been hoping for additional funds in
the Ontario budget, released Thursday, saying $118
million is needed immediately to expand treatment
and make sure it is available early on.

They say the system is in crisis, and new data to be
released Monday by the Canadian Institute for Health
Information (CIHI), obtained by the Star, indicates the
growing problem: Between 2006 and 2016, emergen-
cy department visits by children and youth seeking
mental health or substance abuse help went up 63
per cent, and hospitalizations 67 per cent, while at the
same time, hospital stays for all other health issues fell
by almost 20 per cent.

“This data signals that our current mental health
system is not working optimally and is not meeting the
needs of children, youth and families in Ontario,” said
Children’s Mental Health Ontario, which represents
more than 100 treatment and support centres.

CEO Kim Moran said the money is needed to en-
sure children have access to treatment within 30 days,
as well as to open more care centres, improve referral
services and add staff.

“There are 12,000 kids waiting for therapy or inten-
sive treatment,” Moran said, noting one in five kids is
affected.

Moran'’s own daughter suffered anxiety and suicidal
thoughts starting at age 11, and she knows another
mother whose 15-year-old committed suicide waiting
for treatment.

The costs of not getting therapy means kids clog
wait lists in schools and at college and university —
when those services are really meant for those with
mild issues, she said.

In the past 25 years, children’s mental health has
only received two boosts in funding at a time when
demand has grown, “and when you are getting zero
increases, the funding erodes,” she added.

Financially, it makes sense, she added, with com-
munity treatment costing up to $800 a day, and hos-
pital stays more than $2,300. Children who end up in
emergency departments are typically re-admitted at
least three more times, she added.

“The government is just not making this a priority,”
she said. "It gets forgotten”

Michael Coteau, minister of children and youth ser-
vices, said in a statement to the Star that he is ‘com-
mitted to transforming the way we deliver mental
health supports to young people in this province. This
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starts, first and foremost with improving service deliv-
ery and simplifying points of access for young people”
with care that is close to home.

He said the government has a “Moving on Mental
Health” strategy that “will improve the experience for
children and youth with mental health challenges and
their families so that, regardless of where they live in
Ontario, they will know what mental health services
are available in their communities and how to access
them!

In total, he added "Ontario provides more than
$3.7 hillion in ongoing funding for mental health and
addiction services. While there is still more work to be
done, supporting mental health initiatives for children
and youth across Ontario is a major priority of our
government.”

For Nowosad, the anxiety first surfaced after her
parents divorced, and she was hospitalized in York Re-
gion years later, when she was 17.

But because she was close to turning 18, staff there
would not put her on a wait-list for youth services.
But she wasn't old enough for adult resources, so she
waited in limbo, seeing a private social worker for
$120 a session for a few months.

Those gaps need to be addressed, she said.

When Nowosad moved to attend college, it was
only "through my professional life in Kingston I was
able to find really great resources on my own'

While she still suffers, she has become a youth ad-
vocate to push for more funding “and less stigma . . .
definitely see the stigma decreasing”

In Canada, an estimated 70 per cent of adults who
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suffer mental health issues first saw signs of trouble in
their childhood. Youth suicide here is the third highest
among industrialized nations.

Children’s Mental Health Ontario estimates the
$118 million the system needs annually could save $1
billion in the long run.

Currently, about 120,000 Ontario children and
youth are being treated for mental illness.

While pleased the government announced phar-
macare up to age 24, "I don't want to take away from
the fact that many kids will benefit from medications,
but medication alone won't yield the results we need,’
said Moran.

Marjory Phillips, a director at the Child Develop-
ment Institute in Toronto, said youth there needing in-
tensive services can't get it for 10 to 12 months. Right
now, 37 families are on its wait list.

While the institute used to provide residential care
for children under 12 with serious, disruptive behav-
iours, it abandoned that after seeing studies that show
kids do much better if they remain at home. So now
child and youth workers are dispatched out to provide
service.

"It also keeps kids out of foster care, and prevents
them from being pulled out of their home,” she added.

Children with less intensive needs can wait up to
two years.

“It's tough (on families)," Phillips said. "They are des-
perate . . . families go to walk-in (mental health) clinics,
and it just doesn't cut it. They need someone to really
figure out what's going on with their kid"

(Source: Bloomberg)

In Canada, an estimated 70 percent of adults who suffer mental
health issues first saw signs of trouble in their childhood. Youth
suicide here is the third highest among industrialized nations.

Does going to bed too late cause weight gain?

By Yasmine Ali

The importance of getting enough
sleep cannot be overstated when it
comes to your health—and that starts
with bedtime.

M Later bedtime, more weight
gain

Recent research has found that
teenagers or young adults who go to
bed late on weeknights are more likely
to gain weight over time.

In a study of nearly 3,500 adoles-
cents who were followed between 1994
and 2009 in the National Longitudinal
Study of Adolescent Health, research-
ers looked at how bedtimes affected
body mass index (BMI) over time.

The study authors found that a “later
average bedtime during the workweek,
in hours, from adolescence to adult-
hood was associated with an increase
in BMI over time! The researchers
noted that consumption of fast food in
particular seemed to be playing a role

have enough time to do this over the
long-term (chronically), then stress
hormones and other inflammatory fac-
tors are released, as the body begins to
react as if it were under chronic stress
(which, without enough sleep, it is).
One of the main players in terms of
stress hormones is cortisol, which is re-
leased in response to chronic stress.
Among many other of its influences
on the body, cortisol causes glucose
(sugar) to be released into the blood-
stream so that it is more readily avail-
able to feed the brain. As an evolu-
tionary response to chronic stress, this
probably worked quite well, enabling
a person under stress to respond with
more brain power. However, in today's
world, an unwanted side effect of corti-
sol’s actions is the tendency for weight
gain (makes sense that our ances-
tors would need to store or hold onto
weight if they were truly under stress
from a harsh environment). That weight
gain, over time, can translate into obe-

in the relationship between bedtimes
and BML

This finding does not appear to be
limited to teenagers and young adults.
In another study, researchers found that
late bedtimes, and therefore less night-
ly sleep, for 4-year-old and 5-year-old
children resulted in a greater likelihood
of obesity over time. Specifically, the
researchers found that the odds of be-
coming obese were higher for children
who slept less than about 9.5 hours per
night, as well as for children who went

to bed at 9:00 p.m. or later.

M Health benefits of sleep

A plethora of studies in adults have
reflected similar results. Most studies
have shown that seven to nine hours
of uninterrupted sleep per night are
required to reap the health benefits of
good sleep in adults, including those

related to preventing obesity.

In addition to preventing obesity
and overweight, getting enough high-
quality sleep every night can help pre-
vent heart disease, stroke, depression,
and other chronic disorders. When
we sleep, the body gets a chance to
repair and restore itself. If it does not

One of the main players in terms of stress
hormones is cortisol, which is released in
response to chronic stress.

sity.

Indeed, studies have shown that lack
of adequate sleep can result in over-
eating. And for those who are trying
to lose weight, getting enough sleep
(again, at least seven hours per night)
increases the chance of success with
weight loss.

For children, as shown by the studies
described above, the amount of sleep
needed is even greater, sometimes 10
or more hours per night, depending
upon age. (Source: verywell.com)
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Diabetes, weight can

combine to alter brain,
study says

By Susan Scutti

It's well-known that type 2 diabetes can cause medical compli-
cations in certain organs, including the brain. But overweight
and obese people with early-stage type 2 diabetes have more
severe abnormalities in brain structure and cognition than nor-
mal-weight people with type 2 diabetes, according to a new
study in Diabetologia, the journal of the European Association
for the Study of Diabetes.

Having type 2 diabetes and being overweight, then, can
combine to have a greater effect on brain structures.

"There’s a general agreement that type 2 diabetes is a risk
factor for various types of both structural and functional abnor-
malities in the brain,” said Dr. Donald C. Simonson, a co-author
of the study and an endocrinologist specializing in diabetes.
“Simple obesity also shows the same type of abnormalities ... in
a milder stage. You can see where it's not quite exactly normal
but not quite as bad as someone with diabetes.

“So, if you have both, will it be worse than if you have them
alone? That's what we looked at in this particular study," said
Simonson, who teaches at Harvard's TH. Chan School of Public
Health.

Dr. In Kyoon Lyoo, lead author and a professor at the Ewha
Brain Institute at Ewha Womens University in Seoul, South Ko-
rea, wrote in an email, "As obesity has been known to be as-
sociated with metabolic dysfunction, inflammation, and brain
changes independently of diabetes, we expected that brain
alterations might be more pronounced in overweight/obese
participants with type 2 diabetes”

M Effects on the brain

Lyoo, Simonson and their colleagues designed a study
around 50 overweight or obese people age 30 to 60 who had
been diagnosed with type 2 diabetes.

Fifty normal-weight people diagnosed with type 2 dia-
betes and 50 normal-weight people without diabetes also
participated. These additional participants were age and sex
matched to the original group. Those diagnosed with diabe-
tes were also matched for disease duration. Standard body
mass index ranges defined "overweight” (having a BMI of 25
t0 29.9), "obese” (greater than 30) and “normal weight” (18.5
to 25).

The researchers used magnetic resonance imaging to ex-
amine each participant’s brain structure, including the thick-
ness of the cerebral cortex and white matter connectivity. Gray
matter in the brain contains the neuron cell bodies, whereas
white matter contains bundles of nerve fibers and its job is to
process and send signals along the spinal cord.

The researchers chose to study thickness and connectivity
“because these could be sensitive markers of diabetes-related
brain changes, and could be reliably quantified by using mag-
netic resonance imaging,” Lyoo explained.

Participants also were tested for memory, psychomotor
speed and executive function, since these are known to be
affected in people with type 2 diabetes.

The results aligned with the researchers” initial assumptions,
Lyoo said.

Clusters of gray matter were significantly thinner in the
temporal, prefrontoparietal, motor and occipital cortices in the
brains of diabetic participants than in the non-diabetic group,
the study found. More thinning of the temporal and motor
cortices could be seen in the overweight/obese diabetic group
compared with normal-weight diabetics. Separately and col-
lectively, these areas of the brain impact motor control, execu-
tive function, body awareness, concentration and other cogni-
tive functions.

"Most of the things we looked at, you could see that there
was a progression, and the obese patients with diabetes were
worse than the lean patients with diabetes, and they were both
worse than the age-matched controls,” Simonson said.

In particular, the temporal lobe appears vulnerable to the
combined effects of type 2 diabetes and being overweight or
obese, the researchers say. The temporal lobe is implicated in
language comprehension and long-term memory.

The brain has been the last frontier in the study of compli-
cations of diabetes, Simonson said.

M Similarities to Alzheimer’s disease

"Diabetic retinopathy, eye disease, is reasonably well-un-
derstood,” he said. “The same is true of kidney disease, ampu-
tations -- we understand much better what causes them and
how to prevent them.

"But the brain has been the proverbial black box. It's in-
credibly complicated, and you can't directly study it. You can't
go in and take samples,” he said. “The last several years, the
techniques of MRI got good enough that we could really look
carefully at the brain!

Most of the initial work in the very late 1990s was done
in Alzheimer’s, schizophrenia, depression and other classic
psychiatric diseases, but then scientists began to look at other
diseases including diabetes, explained Simonson. At this point,
researchers around the world began to see connections.

"You can see a person with depression has thinning of the
surface of the brain in certain areas, and you go in and do
the same study with somebody with diabetes, and they have
thinning in the exact same areas,” Simonson said. And diabetes
may be a predisposing or risk factor for developing Alzhei-
mer’s, he said.

"You see the same types of abnormalities in a milder form
in the brain in people with diabetes that you see in people
with Alzheimer’s disease,” Simonson said.

According to Dr. William T. Cefalu, chief scientific, medical
and mission officer of the American Diabetes Association, the
study is consistent with previous research.

"The presence of overweight and obesity have been
shown in other studies to be associated with early structural
changes in the brain, and may contribute to cognitive issues,’
said Cefalu, who was not involved in the new study. "The cur-
rent study implies that obesity/overweight status in individu-
als with diabetes may also contribute!

That said, longer-term and more definitive studies are
needed to evaluate that aspect.

In the end, Simonson said, another question is more impor-
tant: “What can you do to prevent it? That's the big question”

(Source: CNN)
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10 hot titles of IT world

By Alireza Khorasani

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed by
savvy tech users:

Facebook showed advertisers how it has the

capacity to identify when teenagers feel “insecure”,
“worthless” and "need a confidence boost’, according to a
leaked documents based on research quietly conducted by
the social network.

The Samsung Gear S3 has received an official price

cut in the United States. A quick look at the tech
giant’s official US website reveals that Bluetooth variants of
both classic as well as frontier model are listed for $299.99,
a $50 discount.

Rovio to launch new Battle Bay mobile game on
May 4.
In Battle Bay, players will face real opponents in real-time
battles where they will try to sink each other's boats. Choose a
ship, add some guns to it and search for a worthy opponent.
The game allows for large scale battles where teams of five
players will face each other.

4 The team behind WhatsApp has started testing a
new feature. The feature in question lets users pin
chats. Pinning a chat will result in it appearing at the top
everytime, reducing your time and effort that would have
otherwise gone into finding it.
Siri saves life again, rescues three fishermen
stranded in sea.
After Siri helped a 4-year old boy to save his mom?’s life in
March, on Saturday, the assistant demonstrated again its
heroic capabilities when three fishermen were stranded in
the sea not far from Florida.

Samsung could very well beat Intel and become
the biggest chip maker in the world soon.
McClean’s firm predicted that Intel's chip sales for the current
quarter will reach $14.4 billion, while Samsung’s will rise to
$14.6 billion for the same period. That would be a 4.1%

increase year-over-year for Samsung.

7 As some of you probably read, a couple of

important apps have suddenly lost support for the
Apple Watch, even though users haven't been notified in any
way. Google, Amazon, eBay and Target have all pulled their
main apps from the Apple Watch store for unknown reasons.

Nokia confirms excellent sales of Withings Steel HR
analog smartwatch since rebranding.
Nokia announced back in February that the Withings brand
will join the Nokia family and all its products will be unified
and sold under a single brand. Since then, one of the primary
wearable devices launched by Withings, the Steel HR analog
smartwatch enjoys excellent sales.

98% of AirPods owners are satisfied with their

purchase of the wireless Bluetooth flavored
earphones.
The 98% score set a record for a new product coming from
Apple. As a comparison, the original generation Apple
iPhone had a 92% satisfaction rating when it launched in
2007. Three years later, the Apple iPad had a 95% satisfaction
rating after the tablet was released by Apple. The Apple
Watch, in 2015, scored a 97% satisfaction rating when first
launched.

Sony Xperia X Ultra specs leaks with tall 21:9
display.
The Xperia X Ultra could feature a tall display, taller than the
ones currently on the Galaxy S8 (18.5:9) and the LG G6 (18:9).
At 6.45-inches, the Xperia X Ultra’s display could feature a
21:9 aspect ratio.

The Fitbit smartwatch leaks
out, promises 4 days of
battery life

Fitbit had run into a bit of trouble while developing its
smartwatch. We reported last month that the smartwatch
should have been released this spring before Apple’s next
watch would be announced this fall.

According to the latest reports coming from sources
familiar with Fitbit plans, the smartwatch won't make its
debut on the market until later this fall.

First off the smartwatch
is codenamed Higgs and is
said to pack a built-in GPS,
heart rate monitor, support
for  music services like
Pandora, as well as the ability
to make mobile payments.
More importantly,  Fitbit's
smartwatch is supposed to
offer four days of battery life
on one charge.

The  smartwatch  will
feature  an  aluminum
unibody and will allow users
to change its bands. Price-
wise, the Higgs will cost around $300 when it launches
this fall.

In the same piece of news, Fitbit plans to launch a pair of
Bluetooth earphones, which care codenamed Parkside. You'll
be able to wear them around your neck and very much look
like Apple’s BeatsX.

Fitbit's Bluetooth earphones will be available in two color
options, Nightfall Blue and Lunar Gray, and will sell for $150.
They should be launched at the same time as the smartwatch.

(Source: yahoonews)
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Your headphones aren’t spying
on you, but your apps are

By David Glance

Lawyers in the US are claiming that
headphone and speaker company Bose,
is secretly collecting information about
what users listen to when they use its
bluetooth wireless headphones.

Edelson, the lawyers acting on
behalf of customer Kyle Zak of lllinois,
claim that information about what Zak
has been listening to through his Bose
headphones was being collected without
his knowledge or explicit consent every
time he used a Bose companion mobile
app called Bose Connect.

The app allows customers to
interact with the headphones, updating
software and also managing which
device is connected at any time with
the headphones. If the headphones are
being used to listen to something, details
about what is being played will show up
in the Connect App.

This information is then collected by
Bose and sent to third parties, including
companies like Segment, who facilitate
the collection of data from web and
mobile applications and make it available
for further analysis.

The lawyers are contending that
Bose's actions amount to illegal wire
tapping and that the information being
collected could reveal a great deal of
personal information about customers.
Allegedly, Kyle Zak would not have
bought Bose headphones if he had
known that this information would be
collected and he further claims that
he never gave his consent for this

information to be collected.

Bose has denied the allegations and
pointed to the privacy policy in the
Connect App that is explicit about the
fact that it collects de-identified data
for Bose's use only and does not sell
identified data for any purpose including
"behavioral advertising”. Bose also points
out that what a customer listens to on the
headphones is only visible to Bose if the
customer is using the Connect App and
has it open and running.

Bose has denied the allegations and
pointed to the privacy policy in the
Connect App that is explicit about the
fact that it collects de-identified data
for Bose’s use only and does not sell
identified data for any purpose including

"behavioral advertising”. Bose also points
out that what a customer listens to on the
headphones is only visible to Bose if the
customer is using the Connect App and
has it open and running.

Developers use this information to
track a range of things including statistics
about usage of the app. Companies
usually track how many daily and monthly
active users they have and how many
users stop using the app after opening
for the first time.

Developers are also interested to find
out if the app experiences problems,
like crashes for example. They are also
interested in what features of the app do
customers use, what sequence did they
use them and for how long.

A range of companies, including
Apple and Google provide means of
collecting anonymous statistics from
users. The data is sent back to a server
and made available for analysis. This
type of tracking is very different from
the tracking that is done for advertising
purposes.

Privacy statements for apps, websites
and other software should make it clear,
and before the user starts using the
app, what information the software is
collecting, who it will be shared with,
and for what purposes. Most software
however, does not do this. Companies
simply skip showing a user the privacy
statement and make reference to the
fact that the statement can be accessed
somewhere on a website or in the app,
at a later time.

In 2014, Pew Research found that 52%
of Americans surveyed wrongly believed
that simply having a privacy policy at all
meant that companies kept confidential
all the information they collected on users.

In another survey, only 20% of users
who read any part of a privacy policy
felt they fully understood what they had
read.

Privacy should be treated as a
fundamental driver of design in software.
This situation has been changing,
especially as companies have focused on
protecting customers’ privacy, not from
the companies themselves, but from law
enforcement agencies, secret services
and the government in general.

(Source: mashable)
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HTC is gearing up to announce its
newest flagship device, one that would
succeed the highly-acclaimed HTC 10
from last year. We are about two weeks
from the announcement date of May
16, and the cat’s out of the bag with
today’s leak of the HTC U 11.

An info-graphic of what looks to be
the retail packaging of the HTC U 11
has surfaced, revealing a number of
new specifications and features that last
week's GeekBench leak didn't expose.

Since Samsung was keeping tabs
of the Snapdragon 835 chips, HTC
had to delay the announcement of its
flagship from the usual first quarter
announcement. So this is the chip
we can expect to see in the U 11.
Otherwise, this info-graphic shows
information for a dualSIM/128GB +
6GB model. Given that the GeekBench
leak we saw exposed 4GB of RAM,
we can assume there should be a
64GB+4GB memory model as well.

We also see a 5.5-inch QHD display

protected by Gorilla Glass 5. The display
is the same size as the one on the HTC
10 Evo. Moving onto camera specs, the
HTC U 11 will have a 12MP /1.7 main
camera with OIS and HTC's "UltraPixel
3" and "UltraSpeed AF” brandings.
Other features besides the mention
of “"Edge Sense”, the HTC U 11 will also
feature IP57 water resistance. It's not
as high as some other smartphone’s
water resistance ratings, but it is
"Protected from immersion between
15 centimeters and 1 meter in depth”.
There’s no mention of a 3.5mm
headphone jack, so HTC has likely not
had a change of heart like Motoro-
la seems to have done with the sup-
posed return of the jack on the Moto
Z2. Otherwise, NFC, Wi-Fi ac, HTC
BoomSound, and HTC's Usonic head-
phones with active noise-cancellation
will be part of the feature set along
with a fingerprint scanner and a Quick
Charge-capable 3,000 mAh battery.
(Source: mysmartprice)

Twitter live broadcasting plan

revealed

\

Twitter detailed its plans to become
a 24-7 live streaming video network
at its NewFront presentation in New
York, an annual event for advertisers
to  preview  upcoming  online
programming. This was the first time
it was part of the lineup.

"We want to be the first place that
anyone hears of anything that's going
on that matters to them,” said CEO Jack
Dorsey said at the event, “the first place
where people hear of what matters.
That is our focus, and that is what we
will work so hard to deliver”

As concerns about fake news and
ads running next to offensive content
swirl around its competitors, Twitter is
gunning for a bigger piece of lucrative
video advertising, trying to steal it away
from bigger TV ad budgets as well as
Google’s YouTube and Facebook’s
video ads.

"With Twitter, advertisers can have
both quality content and massive,
accelerating scale,” said Twitter’s vice
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president of global revenue and
operations Matt Derella at its Digital
Content NewFront presentation on
Monday. "With Twitter, advertisers are
in control and are able to choose the
type of video content their message
aligns with”

The platform streamed more than
800 hours of live content in the first
quarter of this year according the
company, reaching 45 million viewers.
More than half was sports content,
about one third was news, and 14
percent was entertainment-related.
The largest portion of the viewership
was under 25, and 60 percent were
from outside the U.S.

“We're doubling down on our live
premium content strategy — making
sure that advertisers can reach an
audience that's connected, influential,
as an opportunity to be part of what's
happening,” Anthony Noto, Twitter's
COO and CFO, told CNBC.

(Source: CNBC)

Samsung’s self-driving cars just got approved for public roads

Samsung Electronics Co. is taking its autonomous
vehicle program out of the shop and onto the street,
following a decision by the South Korean Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure and Transport to allow the company
to test its sensor-laden vehicles on public roads.

According to the Korea Herald, the approval was
announced on May 1 and is preceded by the Ministry’s
decision to permit nearly 20 other companies to similarly
test various autonomous vehicles.

"Self-driving cars call for the collaboration of various
cutting-edge technologies from the automobile, artificial
intelligence and information communication sectors,’
the ministry said in a statement picked up by the Herald.

Little is known about the Samsung cars themselves
— other than the fact that they are actually Hyundais.
That's because in contrast to some other makers of
autonomous vehicles, like the rapidly expanding Tesla,
Samsung decided not to build its own cars from the
ground up. Rather, in the same way that Apple layers
its self-driving technology on Lexus SUVs, Samsung
appears to have gone the route of affixing its sensors to

third-party cars.

Interestingly, Hyundai Motor Co. was granted approval
to test its own self-driving cars on public South Korean
streets in February of 2016 — though presumably this is
an unrelated effort.

But back to Samsung. Apparently not content to
battle it out with just smartphones, Samsung's push into
self-driving tech puts it on yet another collision courses

with competitor Apple. Apple’s self-driving car program
has been approved for testing on California public
roads by the state’s Department of Motor Vehicles, and
what is believed to be an Apple car was recently spotted
in the wild.

Still, don't hold your breath for a demolition derby
with actual Apple and Samsung cars. As Slash Gear
notes, Samsung plans to focus on supplying self-driving
car manufacturers with essential autonomous-vehicle
components. This means it's unlikely that the company sees
a future where Samsung-branded cars are picking kids up
from soccer practice or driving seniors around town.

And so while we may indeed be only two years away
from being able to nap in self-driving vehicles, don't
expect it to be a Samsung car taking you for that late-
night ride. However, the decision to test the company’s
self-driving systems on South Korean public roads
means that Samsung technology might very well soon
play a vital role in making sure you arrive safely at your
destination.

(Source: koreaherald)
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Earthquakes can make thrust fauilts
open vmlently and snap shut

It is a common trope in disaster mov-
ies: an earthquake strikes, causing the
ground to rip open and swallow people
and cars whole. The gaping earth might
make for cinematic drama, but earth-
quake scientists have long held that it
does not happen.

The work, appearing in the journal
Nature on May 1, shows how the earth
can split open -- and then quickly close
back up -- during earthquakes along
thrust faults.

Thrust faults have been the site of
some of the world’s largest quakes, such
as the 2011 Tohoku earthquake off the
coast of Japan, which damaged the Fuk-
ushima nuclear power plant. They occur
in weak areas of the earth’s crust where
one slab of rock compresses against an-
other, sliding up and over it during an
earthquake.

M Earth’s surface

A team of engineers and scien-

damage to facilities along the coast of Ja-
pan, including at the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant.

M Friction between walls

In the Nature paper, the team hypoth-
esizes that the Tohoku earthquake rup-
ture propagated up the fault and -- once
it neared the surface -- caused one slab
of rock to twist away from another, open-
ing a gap and momentarily removing
any friction between the two walls. This
allowed the fault to slip 50 meters.

That opening of the fault was sup-
posed to be impossible.

“This is actually built into most com-
puter models of earthquakes right now.
The models have been programed in
a way that dictates that the walls of the
fault cannot separate from one another,
says Ares Rosakis, Theodore von Karman
Professor of Aeronautics and Mechanical
Engineering at Caltech and one of the
senior authors of the Nature paper. The

tists from Caltech and Ecole normale
supérieure (ENS) in Paris have discovered
that fast ruptures propagating up toward
the earth’s surface along a thrust fault
can cause one side of a fault to twist away

friction holding them in place. It has long
been assumed that, at shallow depths the
plates would just slide against one anoth-
er for a short distance, without opening.
However, researchers investigating the

Tohoku earthquake found that not only
did the fault slip at shallow depths, it did
so by up to 50 meters in some places.
That huge motion, which occurred just
offshore, triggered a tsunami that caused

“findings demonstrate the value of exper-
imentation and observation. Computer
models can only be as realistic as their
built-in assumptions allow them to be!
The international team discovered the

from the other, opening up a gap of up to

twisting phenomenon by simulating an

a few meters that then snaps shut.
Thrust fault earthquakes generally oc-

cur when two slabs of rock press against

one another, and pressure overcomes the

Thrust fault earthquakes generally occur when two
slabs of rock press against one another, and pressure
overcomes the friction holding them in place.

earthquake in a Caltech facility that has
been unofficially dubbed the “Seismolog-
|/l

ical Wind Tunnel!
(Source: EurekAlert)

A new threat to wolves in and around Yellowstone, study says

The vast, sagebrush-studded valleys in this huge chunk
of wild country, teeming with herds of elk and bison, are
home these days to 10 packs of wolves.

Once among the first species to be listed as endan-
gered, the gray wolf has made a healthy comeback with-
in Yellowstone National Park and its bordering states.
Since 1995-96 when 31 wolves were trucked into the
park from Canada, their numbers have grown and sta-
bilized to the point that officials could essentially post a
“no vacancy sign” at Yellowstone.

That's because the park’s wolf population has hov-
ered for the last decade at 100, give or take, which ex-
perts consider Yellowstone's carrying capacity.

Protected on parkland, gray wolves show little fear of
humans, often living out their lives within view of roads.
They attract thousands of tourists a year who sometimes
become witnesses to the life-or-death dramas between
predator and prey.

"Yellowstone is the best place in the world to view
wolves,” said Douglas Smith, the park’s wolf biologist, as he
hiked up a fog-shrouded hill searching for one of the packs.

The sprawling 2.2 million-acre park acts as a laboratory
for Dr. Smith and other scientists, who are conducting a
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long-term study of this very rare population of wolves —
unusual because they are neither shot nor trapped. And
it turns out a wolf protected from human killing is a very
different animal from those that are hunted.

As the packs grew, many wolves roamed outside the
national park, replenishing the wild lands. Wolves now
number about 1,700 in the Western states of Montana,
Idaho, Wyoming, Oregon and Washington.

M Threats to livestock intensified

Threats to livestock have intensified in recent years, pit-
ting ranchers against conservationists and prompting some
states to permit limited wolf hunting again at certain times.

Audrey Dolan, 15, of San Diego, pointing her camera
to the north while looking for wolves on a family trip to
Yellowstone National Park.

In March, a United States Court of Appeals paved
the way for Wyoming to join Idaho and Montana in al-
lowing wolf hunting. Wildlife officials are now planning a
hunting season on gray wolves for this fall, based on the
court’s ruling that the state’s plan to manage wolves was
adequate to ensure that the once-threatened species
would not be imperiled again by hunting wolves near
the park or those that leave it.

Experts say that the gray wolf is no longer in danger of
being completely wiped out by hunting. Their extirpation
by the 1920s or so was caused by unregulated killing.

But expanding the hunt for wolves around the edg-
es of the park poses several issues at Yellowstone Park,
where the management protects wildlife so people can
watch and study it.

(Source: The NYT)

The secret to honesty revealed: it feels better

The research team scanned volun-

Itis a mystery that has perplexed psycholo-
gists and philosophers since the dawn of
humanity: why are most people honest?

Now, using a complex array of MRI
machines and electrocution devices, sci-
entists claim to have found the answer.

Researchers at University College Lon-
don discovered that at a physical level the
brain finds decency far more satisfying than
deception.

The trial revealed that, despite accu-
mulating a large amount of money, most
participants derived no deep-seated sat-

isfaction if the success was gained at the
expense of others.

lll-gotten gains evoke weaker re-
sponses, which may explain why most
people would rather not profit from
harming others “When we make deci-
sions, a network of brain regions calcu-
lates how valuable our options are," said
Dr. Molly Crockett, who led the research.

“lll-gotten gains evoke weaker re-
sponses in this network, which may ex-
plain why most people would rather not
profit from harming others.

teers’ brains as they decided whether to
anonymously inflict pain on themselves
or strangers in exchange for money.

The experiment involved 28 couples
of participants who were paired off and
given the ability to give each other small
electric shocks.

They were given the option of selecting
sums of money that were related to a shock
either for themselves of their partner.

The researchers noticed that, as they
made their decisions, a region of the

brain called the striatum, key to the un-
derstanding of value, was activated.

MRI imaging found that this brain net-
work was far more active when the partic-
ipants gained money while inflicting pain
on themselves than on another, suggesting
they found it instinctively more valuable.

"Our findings suggest the brain internaliz-
es the moral judgments of others, simulating
how much others might blame us for poten-
tial wrongdoing, even when we know our ac-
tions are anonymous,” said Dr. Crockett.

(Source: The Telegraph)

Hammer-Purgstall Works Unveiled on the Occasion of Shiraz Week

On the occasion of Shiraz Week, the masterpiece works
of Hammer-Purgstall, the first translator of poems of
Hafez into German, was unveiled in a glorious ceremo-
ny in the presence of Austrian Ambassador to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Dr. Schtift, mayor of Shiraz, Pub-
lic Relations Dept. of Municipality of Shiraz reported.

For his part, Austrian Ambassador to Iran pointed
to the inaugural ceremony of “POL" Exhibition and said:
“This glorious exhibition shows the way of better un-
derstanding and cognition of human being with each
other, so that misconception on the other culture can
be set aside and cause the amicable and peaceful rela-
tionship among Muslims and Christians”

Moreover translating Hafez poem, Hammer-Purg-
stall also has translated statements narrated by the
Holy Prophet of Islam, Hazrat Muhammad (S) as well,
he maintained.

He pointed to the age-old and longstanding rela-
tions between Iran and Austria which dates back to 500

years ago and said: “The first correspondence between
the duo countries happened in Safavid dynasty, so that
Nasereddin Shah of Qajar travelled to Austria in 1838
for the first time””

It is hoped that the two countries of Iran and Aus-
tria will make their utmost efforts for broadening ties in
every field, the ambassador ended.

Mayor of Shiraz Alireza Paak-Fetrat was the other
speaker in this prestigious ceremony and said: "Official
language of Iran is coined from name of Fars Province!

Literature of poets in Shiraz has been intermingled
with the culture and life of people of this land and ter-
ritory, he said, adding: “Mystical sonnets of Hafez have
been composed in a language that most of them have
the novelty spirit."

He pointed to the salient characteristic and the uni-
versal genius of Hafez in the Orient and said: “Most of
talented and genius in the Literature of the West have
been affected by the poems of this great Iranian philos-

opher, scientist and poet.

He further pointed out that "POL" Exhibition was in-
augurated with the subject of introducing outstanding
works of Hammer-Purgstall and impact of Hafez on his
personality at the first day of Shiraz Week"”

Hashen Mazaherizadeh Director General of Mu-
nicipality of Shiraz for Intl. and Communications Af-
fairs was the next speaker who said: “These works
were collected by Austria’s leading international mu-
seum and Culture and Politics Association in Austria’s
Schtier State and then, was showcased at the initia-
tive taken by the Municipality of Shiraz in coopera-
tion with the Documentation Center of Iran National
Library!

In the end, he said: “Rendition of “One Thousand
and One Night" into French and some verses of the
Holy Quran and narrations of the Holy Prophet of Is-
lam Hazrat Muhammad (S) are of the other salient and
valuable works of Hammer-Purgstall”

WHO Praises National Survey on Risk of Non-Communicable Diseases in Iran

World Health Organization (WHO) ap-
preciated effective measures taken in
Nationwide Campaign on the Risk of
Non-Communicable Diseases in Iran.

Representative of World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) in Iran Dr. Samin
Sedighi announced the above state-
ment.

While praising the very high quality
of study of nationwide survey on the risk
factors of non-communicable diseases

in Iran (STEPS), which was conducted
by the Research Center of Non-Com-
municable Diseases at Metabolism and
Endocrinology Research Center of Teh-
ran University of Medical Sciences, he
called on presenting a comprehensive
report on the study in 2018 UN General
Assembly.

It should be noted that study on
“Nationwide Survey of Risk Factors of
Non-Communicable Diseases in Iran

(STEPS) was conducted in 2016 at the
following three stages of: collection of
data through questionnaire (lst step),
completion of data required through
physical examination (2nd step) and
fulfillment of laboratory measurements
(3rd step), he maintained.

Step-by-step method is a suitable
move which helped attain a general
overview of the situation of risk factors
of non-communicable diseases, he said,

adding: “This step was held with the aim
of monitoring and supervising risk factors
of chronic non-communicable diseases”

In the end, Representative of World
Health Organization (WHO) in Iran Dr.
Samin Sedighi said: “Results of this na-
tionwide study have been compiled in
31 provincial volumes and one national
volume, exceeding 15,000 pages includ-
ing methodology of survey and results
special of each province.
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Bertha finishes digging
the Alaskan Way Viaduct
replacement tunnel

Bertha, the tunnel boring machine digging the State Route
99 tunnel, which will eventually replace the Alaskan Way Via-
duct, has finally emerged from underground after nearly four
years and 9,270 feet

Now that the machine has broken through, it will spend
the next few weeks getting into position for disassembly.

While a drill peeking out of the ground may not seem that
exciting out of context, in Bertha'’s case, it's a momentous oc-
casion. After a two-year delay between 2013 and 2015, many
got used to Bertha being underground forever.

The machine’s immobility even made national news—our
favorite was when Bloomberg published a long-form feature
complete with adorable, rock-chomping GIF of the machine.

Bertha's slow progress has, naturally, done little to quell
concerns about the project itself.

The tunnels critics predicted early on that the machine could
get stuck underground, and they've had little comfort for longer-
term concerns about the project, like rising cost overruns.

Meanwhile, as Bertha moves forward, crews are building two
decks of highway behind it. The double-decker highway has
been under construction in the wake of the machine since 2016.

(Source: seattle.curbed.com)

Binary star’s rare
supernova explodes
In calcium shower

It's a story of love and death, with two stars orbiting the same
point — a binary star system — until one day the larger star
explodes and floods its mate with material. A study in Nature
Astronomy found the scientists detected a star in the rem-
nants of the supernova comparable in size to our sun, but
its atmosphere is “strongly polluted with calcium and other
elements” to have them in concentrations many times great-
er than the sun. That could mean the supernova is part of
a "class of calcium-rich supernovae ... the origin of which is
strongly debated”

Lomonosov Moscow State University, which had an astro-
physicist leading the research, explained that in the supernova
remnant there is a neutron star, which would be what is left of the
exploded giant, which can be detected from X-rays. But there is
also a sun-like star that can be seen in the optical wavelengths
— the ones that include ultraviolet, visible light and infrared.

A supernova is the biggest possible explosion in outer
space and occurs when a star takes on too much mass. That
can happen because it is an old star or, in the case of some
binary stars, because it consumed its companion.

"It would look beautiful up close, right up until the energy
intensity vaporized you,” astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson
explained. “One of the greatest events in the universe. ... hap-
pens maybe only once per century per galaxy”

If you're looking to get a front row seat to one, you are out
of luck — NASA said the sun is just not big enough to cause
a supernova once it's ready to die.

(Source: IBT)

This wall hanging can tell
if you’re really in shape

Millions of people now track their steps with Fitbits, Apple
Watches, and other wearable fitness-tracking devices. We
have to admit, it feels pretty good to hit that 10,000 steps-
a-day goal.

But what if there was a measurable difference between a
good step and a bad step? What if the quality of your gait
could reveal more serious health issues?

Researchers at MIT's Computer Science and Artificial In-
telligence Laboratory (CSAIL), led by Professor Dina Katabi,
think there is a difference, and they can measure it with a new
wall-hanging device that reads wireless signals bouncing off
your body as you walk around your house.

The CSAIL team announced their findings on Monday and
will present their work this month at ACM's CHI Conference
on Human Factors in Computing Systems in Colorado.

WiGait is the name of the white, painting-sized device,
which emits a tiny wireless signal (with less radiation than
your garden-variety cellphone). It's not intended to replace
your Fitbit. Instead, it augments the information collected
on your smartphone with details about how you walk or, as
doctors refer to it, your ‘gait velocity,” or your walking pace
in everyday life.

Most fitness measurement devices use precise accelera-
tors to measure movement, but they have to guess at speed
by indexing that pace with a GPS position. Indoors, there's no
way to measure distance covered. Speed and gait measure-
ment becomes virtually impossible.

But WiGait can measure speed and stride-length and how
it changes over time to assess changes in health. That infor-
mation is represented on a companion app.

The system, which can be set up to track movement
throughout the home (one unit might cover a small,
one-bedroom apartment), also uses intelligence to identify
the difference between walking and other actions like clean-
ing and sitting and reading.

Researchers claim its between 95%-t0-99% accurate
when measuring stride length.

(Source: Mashable)
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WORD OF WISDOM

The consequence of fear is disappointment and of

bashfulness is frustration. Opportunity passes away like

the cloud. Therefore, make use of good opportunities.
Imam Ali (AS)

Sanguine or choleric: Iranian
traditional medicine defines

ARTICLE

In the Iranian-Islamic traditional medicine the excess or lack
of body fluids (called "humors”) including blood, yellow bile,
black bile, and phlegm define four temperaments (Mizaj)
of “sanguine’, “choleric”, "melancholic” and “phlegmatic”
respectively.

Persian terms for each Mizaj are as follows: Damawiy (san-
guine), Safrawiy (choleric), Balghamiy (phlegmatic), and Sau-
dawiy (melancholic).

People with each Mizaj exhibit and possess identifying be-
havioral and physical characteristics.

M Sanguine: warm and wet

,253‘ Yellow bile 0'9;,

Fire

Black bile
Earth

e

People with sanguine temperament are stout, sturdy,
and burly with muscular body and a body composition of
larger proportion of muscle tissue rather than fat.

Regarding the frame size they are big-boned with big-
ger faces, fingers, lips, organs, and body parts and have
wider chests. They usually feel hot and run hotter than
other people, having naturally high body temperature
once someone touches them tells they are warm.

They have rosy and ruddy complexion and soft and
smooth skin. They also have thick black hair, with thick
density and more volume which can easily hold a curl
or style.

These people have bigger veins which are prominent
and easily seen through the skin in the arms and legs.
They also have a more powerful and stronger pulse.

Those with warm and wet temperament have good
appetite and have a craving for meat, bread, rice and in
general wider selection of dishes.

Waste matter (urine, sweat, and feces) discharged
from their bodies have strong color and odor. As they
consume food in large quantities they expel more body
waste. However it's best for them to limit their sweets,
rice, or meat intake.

They are sound-sleepers and fell asleep faster and are
likely to snore.

Mentally speaking they are usually in high spirits, beam-
ing and funny. They are brave, warm-hearted, gregarious,
extremely patient, and adaptable.

M Choleric: warm and dry

People with choleric temperament are usually tall and
thin. They have a small frame, for instance, their fingers,
lips, and other body parts are not much big and they are
unlikely to get overweight.

Their skin have a yellow cast and is dry.

People with warm and
dry Mizaj mostly feel hot
and their body temperature
elevates sooner which could
g cause hyperthermia.

They don't expel much
body waste but the waste
usually has strong odor
and color. Choleric people
8 should cut down on spicy,

4 salty, bitter, and fried food
stuff and spices.

They dont get much
sleep and they actual-
ly seem fine with the little
amount they normally get.

They are exuberant, quickly finish what they are sup-

posed to do and speak too fast. They are not patient and
might easily lose temper.
Seyed Mahdi Mirghazanfar MD, holds a PhD degree in
medical physiology and is an Iranian-Islamic traditional
medicine researcher. He is also an assistant professor in
AJA University of Medlical Sciences, Tehran.
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From local to global: The way social
networks change our lifestyle

INTERVIEW

All kinds of applications and social
networks including Facebook, Telegram
and Instagram change our lives in a way
that we must pass from a local point
of view to a global one, said Nasser
Fakouhi, professor of anthropology at
the University of Tehran, in an exclusive
interview with the Tehran Times.

In his view, social networks should be
accepted as a part of modern world. "We
must accept the world as it is and not as
we want it to be. But also, it makes the
world more real and in the same time
more unreal’

Such networks have been turned into
an important part of daily life in Iran and
other parts of the world during recent
years and they have significant effects
on the everyday lifestyle of people. The
effects of social networks cannot be
disregarded in social relationship and the
perception of life.

"I think these kinds of applications

- -
. —
have completely changed lifestyles,
global and local viewpoints of our youth,
and even elder people. Of course, this
is the case also in other countries,” he
explained.

Professor Fakouhi believes that this

"

‘technological revolution’ is inevitable
and even somehow a necessity.

The cons [of social networks] are

losing in a way that they can't just

imagine! This is what happens with every
new technological revolution,” he said.

He pointed to some historical
evidences regarding people who
confronted technological changes which
led to defeat.

“Look at the 18th century and the
people who didn't want to accept the
new technologies of mass production
and mass consumption and their results:
cultural democracy and mass artistic
and cultural production. Now we are in
a new technological revolution which will
change everything in a few decades. So,
people who don't or who can't accept
this will be disappeared simply and
forever he warned.

In his view, the only way to reduce the
negative effects of social networks is to
‘have an impact’ on them.

"The only way to have an impact on
social networks and on the new media
age in general, is first, to accept them, as
they are. Till then we will have to suffer
from all their negative effects without
automatically have the positive ones,
Fakouhi concluded.

Build good mental habits to enjoy your life!

TEHRAN — As Avristotle said, "We are
d K what we repeatedly do. Excellence
then, is not an act, but a habit” Although it is not as
easy as it seems but it worth trying and repeating.
Good habits can change your lifestyle to a happier

@ S

successful person.

Some websites and books can help you to have new
ideas. The Persian website rangirangi.com also offers

some interesting ideas:

e Have personal enjoyment and creative work during
your day. Such works will help you to have mental health!
No need to be a professional! Just play an instrument,

draw a painting or create a work of art!

e Take a hot shower, it is a great way to get rid of stress
and relax! It also relieves muscular aches! Just enjoy hot

water and focus on the water flow!

e Do not make decision on behalf of others! Let them

to choose their way by themselves!

other people.

e Think about what you have before you go to sleep
at night and after you wake up in the morning and be
thankful! It makes you to start a happier day!

e Talk about anger in open and productive ways! Be
relax. It is much better than fretting! Unmanaged anger
is the root of many physical and emotional problems.

e Developing relationship makes to have more
mental health.
through phone calls and messages! It makes you feel
much better daily!

e Be yourself and accept it as it is! We are different
from each other. It makes you feel more relax since you
stop comparing yourself with others!

e Ask for help whenever you want! It is a sign of mature
people who have power to benefit from capacities of

Be in touch with your friends and relatives

Colorful Iran: Celebrating nature’s
beauty in Persian style!

During ancient times, Iranians used to
hold several celebrations during the
second calendar month of spring, Or-
dibehesht (April 21 to May 22), which
boasts of the most beautiful nature
throughout the year in Iran.

M Ordibeheshtgan

On the second day of Ordibehesht people
went to nature to collect flowers and plants
and the next day named ‘Ordibeheshtgan’,
which was celebrated to extol honesty.

In ancient Persia people believed that
the 2nd day of the month Ordibehesht
belongs to an angel who represents hon-
esty and purity. People in this celebration
reminded themselves that they should
maintain such characteristics in their lives.

TO: Impatient driver
SUBJECT: That is life!

Dear driver:

LEFT TO SAY

During  Ordibeheshtgan  Festival,
people dressed in white, which symbol-
ized cleanliness and purity.

M Ordibehesht Day

People also celebrated the 10th of
Ordibehesht, which is 40 days after
Noruz, the Iranian New Year, under the
title of ‘Ordibehesht Day".

Iranians washed themselves in ponds
in nature and they believed that on that
day a fish appears with a golden ring in
its mouth, which shows felicity.

M Baharbod

Baharbod was another celebration
people held during spring. During the
event, people went to nature to cele-
brate the midday of spring.

We completely understand that you don't like keep your foot on the
brake, that you had a hard day, that you are in a hurry! But the point is
that other drivers also share many of these things with you.

Maybe, as the citizens of big cities, we should accept driving as a
necessary part of our life, like eating which may take your time, but it

never makes you impatient!

It would be great if you can open all the ways by keeping out hoot-
ing your car's horn, but actually it just makes other drivers nervous!
Maybe listening your favorite music or just relaxing while you are in
traffic congestion is the solution. You know, we are not in a competition,
it is a part of our daily life, so accept it!

Regards
The driver in the next car

@ Instagram/ Mahboubeh Parsiya

How to increase your hair volume,

restore shine to it

By Maryam Qarehgozlou

It is likely for people to feel their hair
have gone lifeless and dull. Dull hair
looks less healthy, and absorbs light
rather than reflecting it.

Well, there is a simple, but smelly
solution to have healthier and shinier
hair.

Henna, a khaki green powder
obtained from dried henna leaves, is
historically known for its use to dye hair,
skin and fingernails. However a smooth
paste made with smashed henna, konar
(shrubs in buckthorn family) and myrtle
leaves, ground chickpea, egg yolks,
olive oil, one spoon of lemon juice (to

#IRANIANLIFESTYLE

tone down the orange henna color)
and some water would do the magic.

Once made, rub the paste to your
hair and cover it with a shower cap.
Owing to the egg yolks the paste is
pretty stinky but if you let the paste to
stay on your hair for 5 to 6 hours the
result would be much more satisfying
in the long run. Nonetheless, one hour
would do as well. Repeat the procedure
once a week.

Adding one cup of stewed tea to
the paste instead of water would give a
reddish-brown tone to your hair.

A final word of caution, never try the
paste on dyed hair with chemical hair
dyes.

A spread is extended
for serving iftar, the
R cvening meal when

¥ Muslims end their daily
Ramadan fast at sunset,
in the yard of a house
in Bojnord, the capital
of Northern Khorasan
Province.
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ISIL attack on Syrian refugee camp

The so-called Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights (SOHR) says nearly three
dozen people have lost their lives when
members of the Islamic State in Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) Takfiri terrorist
group launched an attack against a camp
for Iragi refugees and displaced Syrians
in the far northeastern corner of Syria on
the border with neighboring Iraqg.

The group reported that at least five
attackers blew themselves up outside
and inside the camp in the Rajm al-Sa-
libeh area of the northeastern Syrian
province of Hasakah on Tuesday, claim-
ing the lives of at least 32 people.

The monitoring group’s chief Rami
Abdel Rahman said fierce skirmishes then
broke out between ISIL terrorists and
members of the so-called Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces (SDF), a United States-
backed coalition of fighters who have
seized swathes of territory from the ISIL
terrorist group in northern Syria, leaving
combatants from both sides dead.

Abdel Rahman added that at least 30
people also sustained injuries during the
heavy exchange of gunfire, noting that the
death toll may rise because some of the
wounded victims are in a critical condition.

The London-based group went on to
say that at least 21 of the dead were dis-
placed Syrians or Iragi refugees.

Founded in October 2015, the SDF is
comprised mostly of Syrian Kurds, number-
ing at least 25,000. It receives equipment,
weapons and air support from the U.S.

Washington has been sponsoring an-
ti-Damascus groups operating in Syria by
labeling them as moderate militants.

M Kurdish forces ‘take 90 percent’
of Syria’s Tabqa

Meantime, Kurdish forces are report-
ed to have taken 90 percent of Tabga city
in Syria’s Ragga province from ISIL amid
clashes that have left an estimated 19
people dead.

The claim was made by the official
spokesperson for Ghadab al-Furat, a
Kurdish group fighting under the U.S.-
backed Syrian Democratic Forces which
launched a campaign in October 2016 to
retake Raqga, the de facto capital of ISIL.

"After taking the old city, we now con-
trol around 90 percent of Tabga. ... we

near Iraq ki

advanced against the ISIL and pushed
further to the other parts of the city/
Jihan Sheikh, of the Ghadab al-Furat
(dubbed Wrath of the Euphrates), told Al
Jazeera on Tuesday.

Talal Silo, an SDF spokesman, told Al
Jazeera that the Euphrates dam (also
known as Tabga Dam) and some neigh-
borhoods are still controlled by ISIL but
ongoing clashes are taking place to fully
recapture the city.

“The first, second and third neighbor-
hoods that make up al-Thawra city, in ad-
dition to the Euphrates dam are still un-
der ISIL control, but the battle continues
to liberate them,” Silo said.

Tabga city is made up of two parts, the
old city and al-Thawra city (also known as
the new city).

According to the Pentagon estimates
from last year, the SDF has more than
40,000 fighters.

"Clashes are still taking place, at least
19 ISIL fighters have been killed in the
fighting. We managed to recover their
weapons, cars and a tank,” Sheikh said.

The Rojava Defense units, another
Kurdish group taking part in the cam-
paign, said at least 5,000 civilians fled the
fighting and reached safe areas but are
in the need of urgent humanitarian aid.

lis 32: SO

In Rajm Salibi, in the northern Syrian prov-
ince of Hasakeh, at least 24 civilians and SDF
fighters have been killed in fighting between
the SDF and ISIL, the SOHR said.

The SDF is trying to retake Raqga
province after capturing the south of
Tabga last week.

ISIL captured Raqgga in January 2014,
and took Tabga’s air base from the Syrian
government in August the same year.

It lost the strategic Tabga air base,
about 45km west of Ragga, to the SDF
last month.

The SDF was founded in Syria’s mainly
Kurdish northeastern region in October
2015 and is made up of at least 15 armed
factions, mostly fighters from the Kurdish
People’s Protection Units (YKG/Yekineyén
Parastina Gel) and the Free Syrian Army.

The United Nations recently said in a
press release that at least 39,000 newly
displaced people fled to the Jib Al-Shaair
makeshift camp in Ragqa, where four out
of five people are staying in the open air
without appropriate shelter.

B Trump's Syria strike ‘after-dinner
entertainment’ at Mar-a-Lago: Ross

Elsewhere, U.S. Commerce Secretary
Wilbur Ross has described last month's
massive missile strike in Syria as "af-
ter-dinner entertainment” for guests din-

ing at President Donald Trump's Florida
mansion.

Speaking at an economic conference
in California on Monday, Ross recalled
the scene at the Mar-a-Lago estate in
Palm Beach, where President Trump in-
terrupted dessert to inform visiting Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping that the U.S.
military had just attacked a Syrian airfield.

Just as dessert was being served,
the president explained to Mr. Xi he had
something he wanted to tell him, which
was the launching of 59 missiles into Syr-
ia," the cabinet member said on Monday,
according to Variety.

The magazine reported that Ross' re-
flection of the event drew laughter from
the audience at the Milken Institute Glob-
al Conference.

“It was in lieu of after-dinner enter-
tainment. The thing was, it didn't cost the
president anything to have that enter-
tainment,” Ross said.

Trump authorized the launch of 59
Tomahawk cruise missiles against Syria’s
al-Shayrat airfield near the city of Homs,
which U.S. officials claimed was the origin
of a suspected chemical attack in Idlib
province.

The Syrian government has strongly
denied responsibility for the gas attack,
which killed more than 80 people, and
there is no evidence that it was behind
the assault.

Trump himself had previously bragged
about how he broke the news of the mis-
sile attack to his Chinese counterpart.

“| was sitting at the table, we had fin-
ished dinner he told Fox Business in an
interview last month. “We're now having
dessert—and we had the most beautiful
piece of chocolate cake that you've ever
seen—and President Xi was enjoying it

The decision to strike Syria was an
abrupt change of course for Trump, who
had long signaled that his policy was to
defeat the ISIL terrorist group rather than
to overthrow the Assad government.

Administration officials stepped up the
rhetoric against Damascus following the
missile attack, saying the conflict in Syr-
ia would not be resolved with President
Bashar al-Assad in power.

(Source: agencies)

France’s Le Pen lifts parts of rival’s speech, aides brush off plagiarism accusations

French far-right presidential candidate Marine Le Pen
came under fire on social media on Tuesday for lifting
sections of a speech from a conservative rival, in what
Le Pen aides said was a “nod-and-a-wink” to his voters.

Although the speech caused an online sensation
over plagiarism, it appeared to be an attempt by Le Pen
to reach out to supporters of Francois Fillon, who was
knocked out in the April 23 first round of voting after
coming third with 20 percent of the vote.

Polls show Le Pen lagging centrist frontrunner Emma-
nuel Macron by around 20 points before next Sunday’s
runoff and she needs to broaden her base to stand a
chance of winning. Fillon has urged voters to back Macron.

In one part of her May 1 speech, lasting about 50
seconds, Le Pen talked about people learning French in
Argentina and Poland, and on waiting lists to study at
the Alliance Francaise official French schools abroad, in
a word-per-word lifting of a mid-April speech by Fillon.

Le Pen added to Fillon's comment that this showed
France is more than a military and industrial power, that
France "must and can” become a big power again.

It was the second most trending topic on Twitter in
France, with the hashtag #plagiat -- plagiarism in French.

One Twitter user, @RidiculeTV, posted both excerpts
together on Twitter.

The incident had echoes of an incident during last year
U.S. election when a writer for then-candidate Donald
Trump's campaign apologized for a speech by Trump’s wife
Melania that drew accusations of plagiarism.

M Unrepentant

The National Front (FN) candidate’s team was unre-
pentant, however. Florian Philippot, an FN deputy lead-
er, said the party "completely owned up’ to the fact that
the speech resembled one by Fillon.

Le Pen also described France's borders and ties with
“Italy, our sister” - again a phrase used in Fillon’s April 15
speech, and used the same quote from early 20th cen-
tury French Prime Minister Georges Clemenceau.

In another excerpt about prospects of cooperation
with France’s neighbors, where the words were again
the same as in Fillon’s speech, Le Pen added that this
would require France not being "a vassal” of Germany.

French newspapers and social media highlighted the
similarities, but Le Pen aides brushed off the criticism.

Philippot told Radio Classique that Le Pen’s speech
was a “nod-and-a-wink” to Fillon’s speech in order to
“launch a real debate” about French identity.

Le Pen’s campaign manager David Rachline also
played down plagiarism accusations, painting her
speech as a form of tribute to Fillon. The reference “was
appreciated, including by all of Mr. Fillon's supporters,’
Rachline told France 2 television.

There was no immediate comment from Fillon.

Separately, several French business leaders, writing in
French business daily Les Echos, warned against what
Veolia (VIE.PA) chief Antoine Frerot called the “catastro-
phe for French businesses and people” of Le Pen’s fa-
vored scrapping of the euro currency and other parts of
the FN manifesto.

The latest Ipsos Sopra Steria poll on Tuesday showed
Macron winning 60 percent of second-round votes to Le
Pen’s 40 percent.

(Source: Reuters)

Anthropologist says massive participation in elections shows political maturity

4. The "party” system where
people don't vote for people, they vote
for parties. The parties then choose
their own ranked list of leaders. The
top leader of the winning party then
becomes the leader. This is the system
used in Germany, Spain and Israel.

5. The modified party system where
people vote for individual candidates
who belong to specific parties, the party
that has the largest plurality then leads
the government, and the leader of that
party then becomes Prime Minister.

There are a lot of variations on these
systems, but you can see how variable
they are. It is also the case that there are
always limiting factors that favor some
candidates over others. In the United
States money is a very big factor. One
can't run effectively for office without a
great deal of money, and many people
see this as a corrupting influence, since
wealthy people and corporations will
give a lot of money to candidates or par-
ties, and if those people win, the donors
will expect favors after the election.

In Iran, as you know, the Council of
Guardians “vets” the hundreds of candi-
dates who declare themselves as candi-
dates for the Presidency, narrowing the
field to a few approved candidates. This
system has been criticized in the United

States as being undemocratic, but my
opinion is that this is no less democratic
than any of the other systems. In the end
if there were really 400 candidates for
president, no one would be a convinc-
ing winner, and in any case the election
would be totally unworkable.

B Does people’s participation in
elections really affect their personal
and social life?

A: Absolutely! People identify very
closely with candidates and parties. In the
United States 96% of the people who vot-
ed for President Donald Trump still support
him despite his inability to get anything
accomplished in his first months of office.
Their own identities are tied up with their
support of their candidate, and they don't
want to admit to themselves and others
that they may have made a mistake. It is a
little like being a fan of a particular sports
team--even if the team loses. For candi-
dates, declaring themselves for a particular
office can have long-term effects on their
lives. In many cases they become celebri-
ties, even if they lose. They then may have
a great deal of influence even if they are
not in office. A good example is Sarah Palin,
who was the Vice-Presidential Candidate
with John McCain. Another example might
be Mohammad Bager Qalibaf who has
advanced his career through being a Pres-

idential candidate even if he has not been
elected President. His blue eyes helped
make him famous. It is also dangerous to
be a candidate, because people immedi-
ately focus laser-like attention on a candi-
date’s life, including his or her family. The
tiniest past mistake can become an instant
scandal. So it is really a risk to run for office.

M Does high turnout in elections
show the political maturity of a society?

A: Yes, when the turnout is voluntary,
but not in all cases. In some authoritari-
an societies, like the former Communist
states, voting was obligatory (and some-
times voting for particular candidates
was obligatory). In Australia people who
don't vote are fined. But turnout in the
United States is notoriously low and most
Americans would say that the United
States is a politically mature society. Many
people in the United States refuse to vote
if there are no candidates they like. Most
American elections have candidates for
many offices, as well as voting on differ-
ent laws. People will come and vote for
some candidates for some offices, and if
they don't know or don't like candidates
for some other office, they will leave that
part of their ballot blank. ?We also have
a problem in the United States of "vot-
er suppression” The Republican party
in many states has made it very difficult

for people whom they think will vote for
Democrats to obtain credentials that will
qualify them to vote. These actions have
been, and continue to be challenged in
court.

M In what way can high turnout
help political development?

A: If people feel that the elections are
free and fair, and that the candidates offer
a real choice, turnout will be higher. The
key is having candidates who are honest,
capable and represent a full spectrum of
political thought from liberal to conserv-
ative. There are many excellent, honest
respectable people who simply have dif-
ferent political views, and offering voters
a "real choice” will guarantee high turnout.
If all the candidates seem to be the same,
the voters will stay away because they don't
see any point in voting--any of the candi-
dates will produce the same political results
in the voters' opinion. Also, if all the can-
didates are thought to be evil or corrupt,
people will stay away, because they don't
want to support bad people. In the Unit-
ed States election there was widespread
feeling that Hillary Clinton was corrupt,
and that Donald Trump was sexist and
xenophobic, so many voters hated both
of them, and refused to vote, or voted
for third-party candidates, who could not
possibly win, in protest. ?
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Erdogan says to discuss
Syria operations with
Putin, Trump

Turkey has nothing to discuss
with EU: Erdogan

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan said he would discuss possi-
ble operations in Syria’s Manbij and Ragga with Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin during an official visit to Russia Wednes-
day, and with U.S. President Donald Trump later this month.

=

Speaking at a ceremony to celebrate his return to the
membership of the ruling AK Party, Erdogan said he hoped
his upcoming discussions with Putin and Trump would start a
new era in Syria and Iraqg.

He also said Turkey would not allow Kurdish militant
groups to achieve their goals in northern Syria.

Turkey views the Kurdish militant group YPG as an ex-
tension of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK),
which has waged a three-decade insurgency against the
Turkish state for Kurdish autonomy. Relations between
Turkey and the United States have recently been strained
over U.S. support for the YPG in the fight against ISIS
in Syria.

Erdogan also said the European Union must open new
chapters in Turkey's accession process, otherwise Ankara had
nothing to discuss with the bloc and would say ‘goodbye”.

His comments came after European Commissioner Jo-
hannes Hahn, who oversees EU membership bids, told Reu-
ters Turkey under Erdogan had turned its back on joining the
bloc.

“From now on there is no option other than opening
the chapters you have not yet opened. If you do not open
(them), goodbye,” Erdogan said at a ceremony to mark his
return to the ruling AK Party.

(Source: Reuters)

Populism has not ‘peaked’
in Europe. The fight
continues.

In France, Mr. Macron matched Ms. Le Pen’s stri-
dent Euroskepticism and anti-refugee language with an un-
ashamed passion for continental unity and multiculturalism.
He praised Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany, who he
said “saved” Europeans’ “collective dignity” when she opened
her country’s doors to those fleeing persecution. Speaking of
the European Union, he declared that “we are Europe; we are
Brussels” It looks set to pay off when French voters return to
the polls on Sunday.

Emotional support

But this kind of language was utterly absent from the Re-
main campaign before the Brexit referendum, where lead-
ers were too embarrassed or fearful to show such emotional
support for the European Union and instead tried to make
their case using facts and figures.

Europe’s next crucial election will be held in Germany in
September. The far-right Alternative for Germany is forecast
to get its first seats in Parliament, riding on a wave of hostility
to migrants. Ms. Merkel has responded by watering down
some of her open-door policies, and has backed a partial
ban on the facial veil. The good news is that Ms. Merkel’s big-
gest challenger is not from the right, but a Social Democrat:
Martin Schulz, a former president of the European Parliament
who is even more pro-European Union and pro-refugee than
she is.

In all these elections, there are many domestic concerns af-
fecting the outcome and they cannot be seen solely through
the lens of support for the European Union or immigration
policy. But there is one overarching message: You win by
matching the emotions of the nationalists, not by pandering
to them.

(Source: The NYT)

UNESCO set to vote on
anti-Israeli resolution

The Tel Aviv regime has tried to change the demo-
graphic makeup of Jerusalem al-Quds over the past decades
by constructing settlements, destroying historical sites, and
expelling the local Palestinian population.

Palestinians say the Israeli measures are aimed at paving
the way for the Judaization of the city.

In December 2016, the UN Security Council adopted a his-
toric resolution that condemns Israeli settlement activities as
a "flagrant violation of international law!

Approved 14-0 in the 15-member Council, Resolution
2334 (2016) calls on Israel to immediately and completely
cease all settlement activities on occupied Palestinian territo-
ry, including the West Bank.

The United States — Israel's staunchest ally — uncharac-
teristically decided not to wield its veto power and to allow
the adoption of the text with a mere abstention.

The Tel Aviv regime had lobbied extensively to prevent the
ratification of that resolution, too.

(Source: Press TV)



INTERNATIONAL DAILY

NBA: Bird officially steps
down as president
of Pacers

The Indiana Pacers officially announced Monday that Larry Bird
is stepping down as president of basketball operations.

Kevin Pritchard, the team's vice president of basketball
operations/general manager, will assume Bird's position.

Bird will remain with the Pacers in an advisory role.

"I felt it was time to step away in a full-time capacity, Bird said

in a statement. “This has nothing to do with my health or our
team. I'm 60 years old and I want to do other things away from
basketball. I will do some scouting for the Pacers, NBA, college,
international, do some appearances and stay in a capacity to
advise  senior  basketball
management.
_ "Tlove the Pacers, I grew up
/| with the Pacers and admired
. them from a very young age.
want to thank the fans for their
support throughout my career.
[ also want to thank Herb
Simon for the many years of
loyalty and for allowing me
to stay with the team in a
different role”

Pacers owner Herb Simon
said he is not surprised with
Bird's decision and has the

: "utmost faith” in Pritchard.
“This is not a shock to me as Larry has always been up front
about someday stepping down,” Simon said. ‘I thank him for all
that he has done and am very pleased he is remaining with the
Pacers in a different capacity.

"I have the utmost faith in Kevin taking over. He has learned
from a couple of great ones, Donnie (Walsh) and Larry, while
with the Pacers. We all feel he will do a tremendous job”

Bird was the president of basketball operations for the Pacers
from 2003-2012, winning the NBAs Executive of the Year award
in 2012, before stepping away for a year, citing health reasons.
He took on the role again before the 2013 season.

Bird, the Hall of Famer as player with the Boston Celtics, first
joined the Pacers organization in 1997 when he was named
head coach. As coach, the Pacers went to the NBA Finals in his
final season in 1999-2000, losing to the Los Angeles Lakers in
Six games.

The Pacers finished this season with a 42-40 record before
being swept in the Eastern Conference first-round playoffs by the
Cleveland Cavaliers. Indiana lost all four games by a combined
16 points.

Boston Celtics head coach Brad Stevens, an Indianapolis
native, crossed paths with Bird while coaching at Butler University.

"T've obviously admired (Bird) since he played for the Celtics
and I thought that he did a tremendous job as a coach and
front office person in Indiana,” Stevens said. “When [ was there,
the runs they went on for all the years he was there was really
impressive. So whatever he chooses to do and look forward to,
we certainly all wish him the best”

The 49-year-old Pritchard has been with the Pacers for five
years, first as director of player personnel before becoming
general manager and executive vice president of basketball
operations/GM. The Bloomington, Ind., native previously was
general manager for the Portland Trail Blazers from 2007-10.

‘I want to thank Herb, Larry and Donnie for giving me the
opportunity of a lifetime,” Pritchard said. "As someone who grew
up inIndiana, I've always felt the Pacers’ pride. The goal is always
going to be the same as it has been through Donnie and Larry:
to make this a world-class organization”

Pritchard played collegiately at Kansas and was part of the
Jayhawks' 1988 national championship team. He played in
the NBA with Golden State, Boston, Philadelphia, Miami and
Washington.

After playing, he was the coach/general manager of the
Kansas City Knights of the ABA, winning a championship in
2002. He then scouted for San Antonio, became Portland’s
director of player personnel in 2004 and in the 2004-05
season was the Trail Blazers' interim coach for 27 games. In
2006, he became Portland’s assistant general manager before
becoming GM in 2007.

“I'm very happy Kevin is stepping in and glad another
Hoosier is in line to take over this job," Bird said. “"He has a lot of
experience from the past five years as a GM and he’s ready to
step into a leading role.

"With us, he has had his own ideas on the draft, players, and
now he gets an opportunity to push his basketball abilities to
the forefront. His role will be no different than mine was. He will
make all final decisions on all basketball-related matters. There
can only be one voice and it will be his!
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(Source: Reuters)

American football:
Holyfield, son of boxing
great, arrested

Georgia sophomore running back Elijah Holyfield was arrested
Monday on multiple misdemeanor drug charges.

Campus police arrested Holyfield with less than one ounce of
marijuana and paraphernalia.

Per the University of Georgia code of conduct, a one-game
suspension is mandated for athletes following any marijuana-re-
lated arrest.

The 20-year-old is the son of former boxing heavyweight
champion Evander Holyfield.

Holyfield is competing for playing time with sophomore Brian
Herrien, who also received reps as a slot receiver during spring
drills. Holyfield rushed for 41 yards and a touchdown in the
spring game, and coach Kirby Smart said the light had come on,
hinting at a short-yardage role.

"It seems he is running faster, more powerful, more comfort-
able,” Smart said. “He’s just a bowling ball, man. He’s really phys-
ical, especially in the red area’

Holyfield was a four-star recruit and played in five games as
a freshman.

(Source: Reuters)
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Bill Gates and Roger Federer
teamed up to play tennis for charity

Over the weekend, Microsoft co-founder
Bill Gates teamed up with tennis legend
Roger Federer at a charity event in Seattle,
Washington. With 16,000 people in attend-
ance, the unlikely duo then took on Amer-
ican tennis star John Isner and Pearl Jam
guitarist Mike McCready.

As could be expected, the match was
noticeably light-hearted, filled with laughter
and camaraderie. There were, however, a
number of exciting rallies and noteworthy
shots from each team.

In the end, Gates and Federer defeated
Isner and McCready 6-4 in a one-set bout.

‘It was great to have him part of the
night," Federer said of Gates, who he just
met for the first time this year. “Just put
yourself in his shoes or Mike's shoes, to
come out and play in front of 16,000 peo-
ple in what you don't do best. Bill does a lot
of great things and he's got such a bright
mind, and Mike is so unbelievable on the
guitar. So for them to come out in my world
and actually expose themselves like this —
it's not simple. They did amazing, and I can't
thank them enough for being part of the
night”

The most notable outcome from the
event was $2 million USD raised for the
Roger Federer Foundation.

(Source: CNBC)
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Manchester United make Torino approach over Belotti - sources

Manchester United have contacted Torino to register
their interest in striker Andrea Belotti, sources have
told ESPN FC.

United manager Jose Mourinho is determined
to add two forwards to his squad this summer, with
Atletico Madrid>s Antoine Griezmann the priority
target.

And Mourinho is also considering a move for
Belotti, 23, who has scored 27 goals in 34 appearances
for Torino this season, with 25 of those coming in 31
Serie A games.

Sources have told ESPN FC that senior figures at
United have discussed the Italy international with
their Torino counterparts, who secured the player to a
new contract -- tying him to the club until 2021 -- as
recently as December.

Torino president Urbano Cairo revealed at the time
that Belotti had negotiated a €100 million release
clause in the contract, applicable only if the player
moves to a club outside Italy.

United will be without Zlatan Ibrahimovic until
January 2018 at the earliest -- if the 35-year-old
extends his contract this summer -- following his
recent cruciate ligament injury and it is reported that

the club>s all-time leading goal scorer Wayne Rooney
will be allowed to leave at the end of the season, with
the Chinese Super League appearing the most likely
destination.

With  Mourinho facing up to the loss of two
experienced forwards, he has made it clear to executive
vice-chairman Ed Woodward that the squad needs
top quality attacking reinforcements to compete with
Marcus Rashford and Anthony Martial.

A move for Griezmann would be simplified if
United can secure qualification for next season»s

Champions League, but regardless of the club»s
pursuit of the Atletico man, additional attackers will
be signed.

United are also interested in Everton>s Romelu
Lukaku and Monaco>s Kylian Mbappe, but Belotti,
a powerful and imposing striker, is a player who fits
Mourinho»s traditional profile of a centre-forward.

There is a view that United are planning for the
summer with two separate target lists, centred on
whether the club returns to the Champions League
or if they face another campaign in the Europa
League.

Mourinho, who wants to strengthen all departments
of his squad, is also interested in Burnley defender
Michael Keane, Chelsea midfielder Willian, Monaco»s
Tiemoue Bakayoko and Eric Dier of Tottenham.

And with uncertainty surrounding the future of
David De Gea due to renewed interest from Real
Madrid, Mourinho may also be forced to recruit a new
goalkeeper this summer.

However, sources have told ESPN FC that De Gea is
not pushing to leave United at the end of the season
despite being linked with a transfer to Madrid.

(Source: Soccernet)

Jordi Alba wants to stay at Barcelona
despite limited playing time

Radamel Falcao would like to sign
new contract extension with Monaco

Jordi Alba admits finding himself on the
bench at times this season has been a
new experience for him but insists he
wants to remain at Barcelona.

Alba has been a regular in the Barca
side since signing from Valencia in
2012, but Luis Enrique’s switch to a back
three after the four-goal defeat to Paris
Saint-Germain left him without a place
in the team.

It led to speculation he could leave
Camp Nou this summer, while Barca
have also been heavily linked with a
move for Atletico Madrid left-back Theo
Hernandez.

‘A player always wants to play as much
as possible and this season I haven't
played all the minutes I would have
liked to, Alba told reporters after the
Blaugrana’s derby win over Espanyol.

“But I'm not going to ask for
explanations. It's clear Id like to play more,
but now I'm getting minutes [again]”

Alba was left on the bench for
Champions League games against PSG
and Juventus as well as important league

matches against Sevilla and Valencia.

Admitting things have been difficult,
he added: "Everything goes through your
head when you are in a situation like that
and for me it was new. I'm not used to
it but it helped me mature and evaluate
things more.

“The change of system had an
influence but these are the coach’s
decisions. Whether I like it or not, I have
to accept it”

Barca have moved back to a four
man defence in recent weeks, with Alba
restored to the lineup for the wins over
Real Madrid and Espanyol.

The 28-year-old has a deal with the
club until 2020 and he doesn't envisage
his five-year stay ending any time soon.

‘I have a contract here," he said. "My
hope has always been to play here; my
intention is to stay for many more years.

“It's my home and the club where I
began my career. I have been here for five
years giving my all and while it's like this I
will stay here”

(Source: ESPN)

Radamel Falcao has told L'Equipe he
hopes to extend his contract with Mo-
naco, as he prepares for Wednesday's
Champions League semifinal first leg with
Juventus.

After a difficult two seasons in Eng-
land, Falcao, 31, returned to Monaco last
summer and has since flourished.

The Colombia international has found
the back of the net 19 times in as many
starts in Ligue 1 this term to help push the
club to the brink of a first French title since
2000, while also netting crucial goals in
the Champions League to take Monaco
into the last four.

Falcao will have just a year left on his
contract at the Stade Louis I come the end
of the season, and though Monacds policy
is now to sign promising youngsters rather
than established stars, as it was when he
moved there from Atletico Madrid in 2013,
the striker hopes to stay on.

"Of course T would like to," he replied
when asked whether he wanted to extend
his contract. I feel really good here, my
wife and daughters too, with the club and

the city. We've adapted, we have a good
social life and that enables my work to
bear more fruit. I'm at peace here since
the start of the season, and I hope to be
able to continue living here!

He added: T feel very good, we're
happy and the results are good. Having
said that, everything will depend on the
club’s objectives. The ideal thing would be
to take a decision that suits both parties.
If Monaco retain the ambition of winning
trophies in France and Europe -- and
that's why I came here -- I will be delight-
ed to stay”

After his first season in the Principal-
ity was cut short halfway through by a
serious knee ligament injury that would
sideline him for the 2014 World Cup, Fal-
cao moved to the Premier League to join
Manchester United and Chelsea in a pair
of season-long loans that proved fruitless.

He scored four times in 26 Premier
League appearances for United and just once
in 10 top-flight games for Chelsea, playing
only one game in the first half of 2016.

(Source: Soccernet)
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Iran hold their nerve to reach FIFA
Beach Soccer World Cup quarters

The Islamic Republic of Iran held their
nerve to beat Nigeria 2-1 on penalties
on Monday (local time) and advance
to the quarter-finals of the FIFA Beach
Soccer World Cup Bahamas 2017.

With the two sides level at 4-4
following extra-time, it was the Iranians
who remained firm to emerge with the
one point for a win via penalties and -
in the process - seal a place in the last
eight as Group B runners-up..

Two goals apiece from Mohammad
Ahmadzadeh and Mohammad Mokhtari
kept Iran in the hunt throughout, but
Nigeria refused to buckle, and lead their
Asian opponents late on in a topsy-
turvey game at the National Beach
Soccer Arena in Nassau.

With Switzerland awaiting the winner,
Ali Nazem and Amir Akbari both
converted their penalties before Ogodo
rattled the bar with his spot kick to send
the Iranians through.

Nigeria: TALE 14'45" pen, EMMANUEL
18'54", GODSPOWER, 21’07, IBENEGBU 3220"

Iran: AHMADZADEH 7'53", 2005,
MOKHTARI 15'30", 32'47"

(Source:the-afc)
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Iran’s Reza Allpour Usaln Bolt of speed climbing

Iran’s Reza Alipour is quickly defining
e s k himself as the Usain Bolt of speed
chmbmg, cbc.ca wrote.

The 23-year-old set a world record in winning gold at
a World Cup climbing event in China this past weekend.

Alipour, nicknamed the ‘Persian Cheetah’ scaled
a 15-metre wall in just 548 seconds, shattering the
previous record of 5.60 seconds held by Ukraine’s Danyil
Boldyrev.

Russia’s Aleksandr Shikov and Vladislav Deulin took
silver and bronze, clocking times of 5.61 seconds and
7.36 seconds, respectively.

Speed climbing is one of three climbing disciplines
that will be introduced at the 2020 Olympic Games in
Tokyo, joining bouldering and sport climbing.

Alipour may have his work cut out for him on the

Olympic stage, as the medals in Tokyo will be decided
by combining the scores from all three disciplines in a
kind of vertical triathlon.

Speed climbing is the only discipline that takes on a
race format, pitting two competitors against each other
where fastest time decides winner.

Bouldering requires competitors to scale different
highly challenging climbs, unroped but above padded
mats, in the shortest number of attempts.

Sport climbing, also known as lead climbing, requires
participants to quickly determine the best route up a
course. The competitor to make it the highest in the
time allotted is declared the winner.

In addition to climbing, Tokyo 2020 will also welcome
surfing, skateboarding, karate and baseball/softball as
official Olympic sports.

IPC President Craven to meet Bahman Golbarnezhad’s family

Sir Philip Craven, In-

e s k ternational Paralympic
Commmee (IPC) President, will meet
family of Iranian late para-cyclist Bahman
Golbarnezhad.

Golbarnezhad became the first Paralympic
athlete to die in competition following a hor-
rific crash in the men’s C4/C5 road race in Rio.

Craven, who will arrive in Tehran
on Wednesday, has been scheduled

to meet family of Golbarnezhad in his
hometown Shiraz.

Also, IPC President will meet Iranian Min-
ister of Sports and Youth Affairs Masoud
Soltanifar on Wednesday and also attend

the Iran Track & Field - National Champion-
ships for People with Disability at the Aftab
Enghelab Stadium scheduled for Thursday.
Craven will visit new sports complex
for Paralympic athletes in Isfahan as well.

Arjen Robben draws level with Dutch

legend Johan Cruyff

As disappointed as Bayern Munich In all

five triumphs,

Iran can advance to FIFA Beach

Soccer World semis: Peyman Hosseini

as  well

Iran beach soccer goalkeeper Peyman

do-or-die match for us against Nigeria

will no doubt still be at having as

been knocked out of the DFB Cup
and the UEFA Champions League,
a 26th Bundesliga title certainly
goes a long way to healing those
wounds.

Just days after a 3-2 home loss to
Borussia Dortmund in the Cup semi-
final last Wednesday, the Bavarians
rediscovered the insatiable streak that
had won them the last four titles by
ruthlessly dispatching Wolfsburg 6-0
and making it five in a row on Saturday.

in  2009/10, Netherlands ace
Arjen Robben has played a vital
role. Despite being a midfielder,
his goalscoring record is simply
sensational: 129 in 254 appearances
in all competitions, including 88 in
the Bundesliga.

He recently moved into second
place on the list of the club’s
highest-scoring  foreign league
marksmen, behind only Giovane
Elber (92).

(Source: Bundesliga)

Hosseini believes that they have poten-
tial to book a place in the 2017 Beach
Soccer World Cup semi-final.

Team Melli defeated its African op-
ponent 2-1 on penalties after a thrilling
4-4 draw to claim the runner-up spot in
Group B and reach the last eight at the
National Beach Soccer Arena in Nassau.

Iran will play Switzerland in quar-
ter-final on May 4.

‘It was a tough match against Nige-
ria but we are happy since we emerged
victorious from a difficult battle. It was a

after we lost to Italy,” Hosseini told Iran
Football Federation’s website.

"Nigeria had chance of qualifying for
the next stage and played with its best.
Now, we've advanced to quarters and
concentrate on the match against Swit-
zerland,” the goalie added.

“Switzerland is an experienced team
and takes advantage of professional play-
ers such as Dejan Stankovic but we also
have several good players and can defeat
the team in quarters,” Hosseini concluded.

(Source: Tasnim)

Wolfsburg’s Luiz Gustavo levels Bundesllga record for most red cards

Wolfsburg midfielder Luiz Gustavo equalled former
Germany international Jens Nowotny's record of eight
Bundesliga red cards -- needing 91 games less to
do so -- after his dismissal in the 6-0 loss to Bayern
Munich on Saturday.

Gustavo, 29, received his marching orders from
referee Felix Zwayer 12 minutes from time after picking
up a second yellow card for fouling Renato Sanches.

Gustavo then lost his cool, sarcastically applauded
the referee and had to be stopped by his teammates
and former Bayern colleagues, before storming off
the pitch.

With his sending off, the midfielder equalled
former Bayer Leverkusen defender Nowotny’s
record of eight dismissals, achieving the feat after
243 league appearances, compared to the former

.H 7 = -nf a’?
Germany international’s 334.
“Luiz was not able to control himself. That's not good,
that's not intelligent,” Wolfsburg coach Andries Jonker
told reporters.

Wolfsburg sporting director Olaf Rebbe added: “Luiz
has realised that this was stupid”

Gustavo will now sit out Wolfsburg’s next match
at Eintracht Frankfurt as they continue their fight
against relegation.

They are one of three teams currently tied on 33
points, and are only ahead of Hamburg, who sit in the
relegation playoff place, on goal difference.

Wolfsburg then host Borussia Monchengladbach
and on the final day of the season travel to Hamburg in
what could be a decider for the relegation playoff place.

"The next three matches are the benchmark for us,
teams on our level” Wolfsburg attacker Mario Gomez
told reporters. “We need to show that we deserve to not
go down. We will achieve it”

(Source: Soccernet)
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Sorin: We treated Messi
like a rare jewel

Twenty-two years after lifting the FIFA U-20 World Cup title
in Qatar as captain of Argentina, Juan Pablo Sorin still vividly
remembers that golden moment.

"Winning the U-20 World Cup in Qatar was one of the
best days of my life,” Sorin told www.sc.ga. "We were the
first Argentina side since Diego Maradona’s team to win
the title. The Khalifa Stadium and that final in 1995 against
Brazil changed my life, because we all returned to Argen-
tina as champions of the world. No one had counted us
among the favourites.

Under the tutelage of now Colombia coach Jose Peker-
man, Argentina marched into the final with a commanding
3-0 semi-final win over Real Madrid legend Raul Gonza-
lez's Spain. In front of a sold-out Khalifa International Sta-
dium, Argentina defeated Brazil 2-0 and it was Sorin that
lifted the trophy.

“One thing that stays in my mind was the incredible pas-
sion for football among the fans in Qatar. At the time Diego
Maradona was in everyone's minds, so the neutrals in the
crowd were supporting us.

"I remember it was full that day in the stadium, and all
throughout the stands you could see the white robes of
the traditional dress, and then our national flag. It was a
spectacular atmosphere. I can imagine that passion will
multiply many times over by the time Qatar host the 2022
FIFA World Cup"”

Looking ahead, Argentina’s captain at Germany 2006 said
he would love a return to stadium that kick-started his inter-
national career. "A World Cup in Qatar will be unique. Id love
to return to the stadium which is so special to me and my
team-mates, to meet old friends again and come to watch
the World Cup, and perhaps even see Argentina lift the tro-
phy again in Qatar”

B Messi deserves to win a World Cup

For Sorin, today's Argentinian crop can emulate Diego
Maradona’s title-winning team at Mexico 1986: “The current
generation around [Lionel] Messi deserves to win the World
Cup. Our generation was unable to win that elusive title at
senior level, and I wish and believe that this hugely talented
generation can win it.

“They have won the U-20 World Cup, the Olympic Games,
and have come so close on three occasions to a major title. Very
small details decided those matches, so I believe that this team
has the potential to make the final step. Of course, they need to
take it one step at a time, and qualify for Russia 2018

Sorin was effusive in his description of Messi — having seen
him develop from close quarters in the dressing room from
the start of his Argentina career.

‘I remember Messi as a youngster at Germany 2006,
and you could see he was different, a very unique talent.
We treated him like a rare jewel because you could see his
potential. There is no doubt now that he is the best player
in the world.

"His intelligence on the pitch sets him apart from the oth-
ers, you could see that in the recent El Clasico win in Madrid.
He is the complete player, has incredible speed, finishing,
passing vision, and sees the games much before others do.
We've run out of superlatives to describe what Messi does”

Looking ahead to the next generation of superstars, Sorin
said a Brazilian was next in line, but added that a compatriot
was catching up fast: “Neymar is on his way, and his develop-
ment clearly shows that he wants to be the best in the world.
Neymar is still in pole position, but Paulo Dybala is develop-
ing and adapting very fast”

(Source: FIFA)

Tokyo struggles with smoking
ban ahead of Olympics

Japan’s capital city is fuming over an anti-smoking bill ahead
of the 2020 Olympics. Previous Olympic host cities have
passed anti-smoking measures, and the IOC and WHO are
hoping for the same in Tokyo.

Japan’s lax laws on smoking have come under fire by
the International Olympic Committee (I0C) and the World
Health Organization (WHO), both of which are hoping for
strong anti-smoking regulations for the upcoming 2020
Summer Olympics.

"The time is right for Japan to finally catch up now with
the Olympics just around the corner, said Douglas Bettcher,
WHO's director for prevention of non-communicable disease
at a news conference.

Bettcher added it was a ‘golden opportunity for Japan to
better protect its people from the deadly effects of exposure
to secondhand smoke! According to estimates from the
WHO and the Japanese government, about 15,000 people,
primarily women and children, die from the effects of
secondhand smoke in Japan each year.

“The importance of smoke-free policy should not be
limited to sport venues, but should be applicable elsewhere/”
wrote Dr. Shin Young-soo, WHO regional director for the
Western Pacific, in anarticle in the "Asahi Shimbun" newspaper.
The Olympic Games offer Japan an opportunity to advance
its smoke-free policy”

(Source: Deutsche Welle)



TEHRANTIMES

INTERNATIONAL DAILY
www.tehrantimes.com

B Managing Director: Ali Asgari
M Editor-in-Chief: Hassan Lasjerdi

) Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98(21) 88808214 editor@tehrantimes.com

» Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000

» Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051450

» Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807

» Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603

» www.eshterak.ir Distributor: Padideh Novin Co. Tel: 88911433
» Webmaster: webmaster@tehrantimes.com

) Printed at: Kayhan - ISSN: 1017-94

No. 18, Bimeh Alley, Nejatollahi St., Tehran, Iran
P.o. Box: 14155-4843
Zip Code: 1599814713

Dreamlabs to promote
four Iranian films at
Cannes market

TEHRAN — The France-based company

d e sk Dreamlabs Films will offer four Iranian

films at the Cannes Film Market — Marché du Film.

“Subdued” directed
by Hamid Nematollah,
“Israfil” by Ida Panahandeh,
“Searing  Summer” by
Ebrahim Irajzad, and
“Sunset Truck” by Abolfazl
Saffari will be screened at
the event, which will be
open from May 17 to 26.

The company will also
- offer "Maki’, an Iran-
- Japan joint production by
- Iranian director Naghmeh
Shirkhan.

The market is a meeting
= . “ point for over 12,000
A scene from "Sunset Truck” professionals, including
3,200 producers, 1,200 sale agents, 1,750 buyers and 800
festival organizers.

Two Iranian movies will also compete in the Cannes
Film Festival this year. “Lunch Time" by Alireza Qasemi and
‘Animal” by Bahman Ark have been selected for the short
films and Cinéfondation competitions.

In addition, late Iranian filmmaker Abbas Kiarostami’s
new experimental work “24 Frames” has been selected
to appear as a special screening in the 70th Anniversary
Events of the event.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Fest Anca to screen
| Iranian animations

-

TEHRAN — A lineup of three Iranian
d e sk animations will go on screen at the
various sections of the 10th edition of the Fest Anca, an
international animation festival, which will be held at Zilina,
Slovakia from June 29 to July 2.

The lineup includes “Ascribed Achievements” by
Samaneh Shojaei, “Impressions of Life” by Ehsan Masum
and “Night Night” by Golnaz Mogaddam.

Filmmaker Michael Moore
brings his political satire
to Broadway

NEW YORK (Reuters) — Provocative documentary
maker Michael Moore is bringing politics to Broadway with
a one-man show billed as "guaranteed to take audiences
on a ride through the United States of Insanity.

Producers  said on
Monday that Moore, the
Oscar-winning  maker  of
thought-provoking films on
guns, the war in Irag and
the U.S. healthcare system,
will  make his Broadway
debut in July with "The
Terms of My Surrender”

The 12-week limited run
will see the liberal Moore,
63, use his satirical humor
to  target  Washington
politics and U.S. President
Donald Trump.

“So, the question s
Michael Moore speaks at a protest posed: ‘Can a Broadway
agaigstthf.S.TP residler;tDo?gld [TZ”;’P[ show take down a sitting
outside the rump Internattonat rHote H ol [V
in New York City, U.S. January 19, ﬁ;%s‘gi?f' Sggll’tﬁ; trg?eeazg
2017. REUTERS/Stephanie Keith #

announcing the show.

Moore, a vocal critic of Trump, won an Oscar in 2003 for
his gun violence documentary "Bowling for Columbine”,
and was nominated for an Oscar in 2008 for "Sicko’, an
indictment of the U.S. healthcare industry.

He is also the author of best-selling books including
“Stupid White Men” and "Here Comes Trouble”

In October, three weeks before the 2016 presidential
elections, he released the anti-Trump documentary film
“Michael Moore in Trumpland”

Tickets for “The Terms of My Surrender”, beginning July
28, go on sale on Monday.:

Prayer Timesy Noon:13:01  Evening: 20:12

Dawn: 4:35 tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:09 (tomorrow) MAY 3, 2017
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Tehran book fair opens with
Italian president’s message

[NSEWWI TEHRAN — The 30th Tehran
d e s Kk International Book Fair opened on

Tuesday with a message from Sergio Mattarella, the
president of Italy as the event's guest of honor.

The message was read by the undersecretary of
the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Activities and
Tourism, Antimo Cesaro, during the opening ceremony
of the fair at the Shahr-e Aftab Fairground.

In his message, Mattarella said that he feels
honored that his country is the special guest of the
cultural event.

A group of 32 Italian cultural figures and writers are
attending the Tehran International Book Fair, which is
Iran’s most important event in the publishing industry.

Cesaro also conveyed a message from Italian
minister of Cultural Heritage and Activities and Tourism
Dario Franceschini.

He said that choice of Italy as the special guest of the
Tehran book fair will be a turning point in the history of
cultural cooperation between the two countries.

Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani and Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance Reza Salehi-Amiri were also
among the multitude of Iranian officials who were in
attendance at the opening ceremony.

Larijani and Salehi-Amiri also delivered speeches as
well as unveiled a postage stamp to commemorate
the 30th anniversary of the book fair.

In his speech, Larijani said that Tehran book fair has
been held in the country for the past years under any
circumstances and this indicates the interest of Iranians
in critical thinking.

He also expressed his thanks to the Italian officials
over their active participation in the event and said,
“This cultural event shows Iranian interest in learning,
and paying due attention to wisdom is highly
recommended in Islamic thought”

Salehi-Amiri said that the culture ministry is
planning to entrust the task of organizing the Tehran
International Book Fair to the publishers in the future.

"We can imagine handing out the key of the fair
to the publishers in the near future so that in the next
edition of the fair, the officials would be the guests and
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Italian Ambassador Mauro Conciatori (4th L), his colleagues and a number of Iranian cultural officials visit the 30th Tehran International

Book Fair during the opening day on May 2, 2017.

the publishers the host of the fair’ he added.

“To achieve such a goal we need to look to the
future. We should find out how our libraries, our
publications and the technology are run and we
intend for the non-governmental organizations active
in producing, distributing and selling books to take the
helm of the exhibit” he remarked.

"The increasing number of book publications
indicates the growing change in Iran’s publication
industry. The fair needs to change into a venue to
offer new innovations and pave the way for more
participation by Iranian publishers in the international
arena,” he remarked.

(Mehr/Asghar Khamseh)

Honoring the best publishers of the year was part
of the opening ceremony.

In the private publications category, Mizan
Publications was honored as the best publisher for
adults, Qadyani Publications was honored as the
best for children, and Darolhadith Publications was
honored as the best in the city of Qom.

In the non-private publications category, the best
adult's publisher was Sure-Mehr Publications, and
the Institute for Intellectual Development of Children
and Young Adults (IDCYA) was honored as the best
children’s publisher, and the two Jamal and Boragq
publications shared the best award.

Iranian animations competing in
Czech Anifilm festival

TEHRAN — Two
d e s K Lanian movies
are competing in Anifilm, an
international festival of animated
films, which is underway in Trebon,
Czech Republic.

"Entr'acte” by Seyyed Mohamadreza
Kheradmandan was selected for the
international competition of short
films while "Ascribed Achievements” by
Samaneh Shojaei will be screened the
international competition of student
films.

The 3D animated film “Entr'acte”
is based on the story of Israeli sniper
David D. Ovadia who boasted of
murdering 13 Gazan children in one
day.

"Ascribed Achievements” is about
a man who is dissatisfied with his
hereditary appearance so he decides

to end his life. But his failed suicide

creates a new situation in his life.
The festival will be announcing

winners on the closing day, May 7.

Eminem song composer: New
Zealand ad is “blatant rip-off”

WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP)
-- The composer of the opening
guitar riff for Eminem’s “Lose Yourself”
says the soundtrack of a New Zealand
political ad is a "blatant rip-off”

Jeff Bass told the High Court in
Wellington on Tuesday that the song
titled "Eminem Esque” that was used
by the ruling National Party during its
2014 election campaign sounds like
“Lose Yourself Lite

But, he added, "It doesn't taste so
good, though!”

Eminem’s music publishers
Eight Mile Style sued the National
Party over its use of the song. The
copyright infringement trial started
Monday and is expected to last
about six days.

The party has previously said it
purchased the soundtrack for its TV
ad from an Australian-based music
supplier and doesn't believe it has
infringed anyone's copyright.

Bass, who lives near Detroit and
traveled to New Zealand to testify,
picked up an acoustic guitar and
strummed the famous riff that opens
the Oscar-winning 2002 song in front
of eight lawyers and a judge in the
courtroom.

He said he wrote the song with
Eminem and Luis Resto over 18
months.

"I picked up a guitar and started
playing that opening guitar chord,” he
said. At that time, I didn't know if it
was a song or not”

He said Eminem, aka Marshall
Mathers III, put together a drum track

but then they got stuck.

"It took him a number of months to
author the perfect lyrics that were just
right for the beat," Bass said.

He said they finished as Eminem
completed work on his film "8 Mile!

"It really developed in a little studio
we had set up in his trailer” Bass said.
He said Resto replaced some of the
guitar elements with keyboards in
order to remove some of the rock feel
of the song without losing the hip hop
tone.

Defense  lawyers —argue  the
musical composition of the song isn't
particularly original. One of them asked
Bass if he considered the soundtrack
Eminem Esque to be musically inferior.

“Being that it's a blatant rip-off, yes,’
Bass responded.

The lawyer asked if it was weaker
because it was different. "It doesn't feel
like ‘Lose Yourself"? the lawyer asked.

“It doesn't feel like me playing ‘Lose
Yourself” Bass said.

The lawyer asked Bass if hed agree
that the Led Zeppelin song “Kashmir”
has a similar chord pattern.

“No. None whatsoever” Bass
responded.

Judge Helen Cull asked Bass if the
guitar strum hed performed in the
courtroom was common.

Bass said that while hed heard
those chords played before, hed never
heard them in that particular rhythm.
He said that by putting an accent
on the third beat it was as if he was
playing guitar and drums at the same
time.

“The Adventures of Pinocchio”
coming to Tehran book fair

TEHRAN — A
d e s Persian translation
of the original Italian version of Carlo
Collodi's 1883 novel “The Adventures
of Pinocchio” is scheduled to be
unveiled during a special ceremony
at the Tehran International Book Fair.

The ceremony will be held on
Friday at the pavilion of Italy, which
is the special guest of the book fair,
Sepas, the Iranian publisher of the
book, announced on Tuesday.

Gholamreza Emamiis the translator
of the Persian version, which carries
the illustrations from the original
version by Roberto Innocenti.

The book also includes the articles
by Italian Orientalists Mario Casari
and Angelo Michele Piemontese
about the Persian version of
Pinocchio.

Pinocchio is a wooden puppet
carved by a woodcarver named
Geppetto in a village near Florence
and he dreams of becoming a real
boy. He is famous for his nose that
becomes longer when he lies.

Hollywood writers, studios keep
talking past strike deadline
N T

HOLLYWOOD (Reuters) — Hollywood
writers and representatives of movie and
television studios kept talking past a
midnight deadline into the early hours of
Tuesday morning to try and stave off a
strike that could black out TV talk shows
and soap operas.

Variety reported late on Monday
that there had been “cautious reports of
movement on key issues” in the contract
negotiations between the Writers Guild
of America (WGA) and the Alliance of
Motion Picture and Television Producers
(AMPTP).

If there is no agreement, the
9,000-member Guild has said it is
prepared to call for a stoppage and
for picketing of the big TV and movie
studios as early as Tuesday.

WGA members took part in Monday’s
May Day march in downtown Los
Angeles, held in support of workers
rights and union solidarity.

The two sides have imposed a media
blackout on the talks, which are centered
on the revolution in the television
industry caused by the arrival of Netflix
NFLX.O., Amazon and other streaming
services - and a resulting sharp decline
in the typical number of episodes in a
season of scripted comedy or drama, to

-

around 10 from 22.

The WGA says its members, who
are paid per episode, have suffered an
average 23-percent drop in earnings in
the past three years.

Royalties for shows sold on DVDs,
streaming platforms and cable TV are
also at issue, along with funding for the
WGAS health plan.

The AMPTP represents entertainment
giants Comcast Corp CMSCA.O, Walt
Disney Co (DIS.N), CBS Corp (CBS.N),
Viacom Inc (VIAB.O), Time Warner Inc
(TWXN) and Twenty-First Century Fox
Inc <FOXA.O., which control TV and
movie production in the United States.

If a strike is called, audiences would
first see the impact on late night talk
shows, which use teams of writers to
pen topical jokes. Daytime soap operas
would be affected next, but most TV
network comedy and drama shows due
for broadcast in the coming 2-3 months
have already been written and filmed,
network executives have said.

The last WGA strike in 2007/8 went
on for 100 days. TV networks broadcast
re-runs and more reality shows, while
the cost to the California economy was
estimated at $2.1 billion, according to the
Milken Institute.
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