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Malaysia detains 
third Turkish 
national citing 
security fears
Malaysian police said on Friday a third 
Turkish national has been detained, sus-
pected of threatening national security, 
after two were held earlier this week.

The detentions come amid concerns 
raised by United States-based Human 
Rights Watch that Turks in Malaysia are 
being held due to pressure from Ankara.

Turgay Karaman, the head of an in-
ternational school, and Ihsan Aslan, a 
businessman, were arrested on Tuesday. 
Ismet Ozcelik, the director of a Turkish 
university, was picked up by police on 
Thursday, police chief Khalid Abu Bakar 
told reporters without elaborating.

He said Ozcelik had known both 
Karaman and Aslan, but declined to 
comment on media reports that the 
men were linked to the Islamic State 
militant group or that they were sup-
porters of U.S.-based Muslim cleric 
Fethullah Gulen.

Gulen is blamed by Turkish Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan for orchestrating 
a failed coup last year, a claim he and 
his followers deny.

The detentions had not been made 
on the request of the Turkish govern-
ment, Khalid said.

“Why would we wait for directions 
from abroad? We have our own coun-
try’s laws,” he said.

“People who threaten our security, 
we do not welcome them, these for-
eigners who come here and try to dis-
rupt the peace.”

Ozcelik had been previously arrest-
ed in December and was facing charg-
es, along with four others, of obstruct-
ing immigration officials from carrying 
out their duty.

Rosli Dahlan, Ozcelik’s lawyer, said 
his client had been held in remand for 
more than 50 days after the Decem-
ber arrest, and questioned why Ozcelik 
was being detained again.

“There was nothing about IS (Is-
lamic State in Iraq and the Levant/
ISIL/Daesh) or any alleged terror links 
then,” Rosli said.

Turkey has applied pressure on other 
countries that are home to institutions 
backed by Gulen, whose Hizmet move-
ment runs about 2,000 educational es-
tablishments around the world.

(Source: Reuters)

Iran writes 
to UN on 

S.Arabia’s 
‘unveiled 

threat’
TEHRAN — Iran 
followed up with 

a strong rebuttal letter to the United 
Nations the antagonistic comments 
made by Saudi Arabian Defense Min-
ister Mohammed bin Salman, saying 
it amounted to an “unveiled threat” 
against Iran and contravenes the UN 
Charter. 

Mohammed bin Salman, who is 
also the deputy crown prince, said in 
a televised interview aired on Tues-
day that “we won’t wait for the battle 
to be in Saudi Arabia. Instead, we’ll 
work so that the battle is for them 
in Iran.”

Iran’s UN representative Gholamali 
Khoshroo wrote: “While categorical-
ly rejecting the baseless allegations 
against my country, I wish to underline 
that his statement reflects an unveiled 
threat against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, in violation of Article 2(4) of the 
UN Charter.” 

Following is full text of Khoshroo’s 
letter. 

Upon instructions from my Govern-
ment, I wish to bring to your attention 
the recent unlawful and inflammato-
ry statement made by Saudi Deputy 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
-- who is also the Defense Minister of 
Saudi Arabia.  2 

Iran, Turkey, 
Russia agree 
on Syria safe 

zones
By staff and agencies
Iran, Turkey and Russia signed on 
Thursday a document on creating safe 
zones in Syria.

The document was signed at the 
end of the fourth round of the Syria 
peace talks in Astana, Kazakhstan.

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Hossein Jaberi Ansari, Russian Presi-
dent’s Special Envoy on Syria Alexander 
Lavrentyev and Turkish Deputy Foreign 
Minister for the Middle East and Africa 
Sedat Onal signed the document.

“The document signed by the 
guarantor countries in Astana can 
lead to substantial changes in Syria,” 
Fars news agency quoted Jaberi An-
sari as saying.

Kazakh Foreign Ministry issued 
a statement on Friday according 
to which “the four security zones, 
which include Idlib province and part 
of the provinces of Latakia, Hama 
and Aleppo, the area to the north 
of Homs, Eastern Ghouta, as well 
as Deraa and Quneitra provinces in 
southern Syria”.

Kazakh Foreign Minister Kairat 
Abdrakhmanov said that next Syria 
peace talks would be held in Astana 
in mid-July.

According to TASS, Lavrentyev said 
that the de-escalation zones in Syria 
will be closed to the U.S.-led coalition’s 
aviation.  2 

Japan, China, South 
Korea pledge to 
resist protectionism, 
taking stand against 
Trump rhetoric
Finance leaders of Japan, China and 
South Korea agreed to resist all forms 
of protectionism in a trilateral meeting 
on Friday, taking a stronger stand than 
G20 major economies against the pro-
tectionist policies advocated by U.S. 
President Donald Trump.

“We agree that trade is one of the 
most important engines of economic 
growth and development, which con-
tribute to productivity improvements 
and job creations,” the finance minis-
ters and central bank governors of the 
three nations said in a communique 
issued after their meeting.

“We will resist all forms of protec-
tionism,” the communique said, keep-
ing a line that was removed - under 
pressure from Washington - from a 
G20 communique in March when the 
group’s finance leaders met in Germa-
ny.

China has positioned itself as a 
supporter of free trade in the wake of 
Trump’s calls to put America’s interest 
first and pull out of multilateral trade 
agreements.

The trilateral meetings’ communique 
said Asian economies were expected to 
maintain relatively robust growth thanks 
to a long-awaited cyclical recovery in 
manufacturing and trade.

But it warned that downside risks 
remained and called for policymakers 
to use “all necessary policy tools” to 
achieve strong, sustainable, balanced 
and inclusive growth.

“We will continue a high degree 
of communication and coordination 
among China, Japan and Korea to 
cope with possible financial instability 
in the context of increased uncertainty 
of the global economy and geopoliti-
cal tensions,” the communique said.

It also said the three countries 
agreed to enhance cooperation under 
the G20 framework and work towards 
a successful summit of the group in 
Hamburg in July.

The trilateral meeting was held on 
the sidelines of the Asian Develop-
ment Bank’s annual meeting in Yoko-
hama, eastern Japan.

(Source: cnbc)
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Tehran’s Provisional Friday Prayers Lead-
er Ayatollah Mohammad Emami Kashani 
called on the country’s presidential candi-
dates to focus on their future plans in their 
debates and refrain from raising disputes 
that could harm the society, Tasnim report-
ed on Friday. 

“The candidates should present their own 
plans that they have drafted to govern the 
country,” Ayatollah Emami Kashani said, ad-
dressing a large gathering of worshippers 
here in Tehran on Friday.

He further emphasized that the calm at-
mosphere that currently prevails the country 
should be protected during the presidential 
campaign, adding that no issue that harms 
the society should be raised during the elec-

toral debates.
Today, the Islamic Republic of Iran’s ene-

mies are seeking to undermine the country 
but their efforts should be prevented, the 
cleric noted.

The remarks came as the six candi-
dates racing for the Iranian presidency 
are set to participate in the second round 
of nationally televised debates on Friday 
evening.

The candidates have been singled out 
by the Guardian Council from among more 
than 1,600 applicants seeking the presiden-
cy.

Three of the candidates categorized as 
“reformists” include President Hassan Rou-
hani, First Vice-President Eshaq Jahangiri, 

and Mostafa Hashemitaba.
The other three, known as belonging 

to the “principlist” political faction, include 
Seyed Ebrahim Raisi, the chief custodian of 
the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS) in the 
northeastern city of Mashhad, Tehran May-
or Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, and Mostafa 
Aqa-Mirsalim.

The presidential election will be held on 
May 19.

During the previous polls in June 2013, 
Rouhani garnered 50.7 percent of a total of 
over 36 million votes.

The number of eligible voters in the up-
coming election is estimated to be around 
1.5 million higher than the 50.5 million in the 
previous round.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry denounced recent 
hostile comments by Saudi Arabia’s depu-
ty crown prince against Tehran as a sign of 
flawed understanding of the regional situa-
tion, lack of political wisdom, and a “strategic 
mistake” in pursuing the policy of spreading 
terrorism.

Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qa-
ssemi on Wednesday slammed the anti-Iran 
remarks by Mohammed bin Salman as “a re-
sult of incorrect understanding of the region’s 
situation” in the most optimistic scenario, ac-
cording to Tasnim news agency. 

“Such comments are clear evidence that 
the Saudis promote terrorism and pursue 
provocative and destructive policies regard-
ing the region and Iran affairs,” the spokes-
man deplored.

It came after Salman, who is also the Sau-
di defense minister, rejected the possibility of 
normalization of ties with Iran, accusing Teh-
ran of seeking to “control the Muslim world.”

Qassemi dismissed the allegation, high-
lighting Iran’s efforts to establish cooperation 
with all countries in the region.

The Saudi deputy crown prince’s stances 

are far from political wisdom and translate 
into “a wrong step and strategic mistake”, 
while the tense Middle East region is in dire 
need of cooperation and compromise, Qas-
semi stressed.

He went on to reaffirm Iran’s com-
mitment to Muslim world’s unity as the 
way out of regional crises, which he said 
originate from “foreign interference and 
birth and growth of extremist ideologies 
and Takfiri terrorism” and are fostered 
by “Wahhabism’s sectarian ideologies in 
Saudi Arabia.”

 Cleric calls on presidential hopefuls to offer plans, avoid disputes

Foreign Ministry rebuts Saudi prince’s anti-Iran comments

Mine blast toll hits 35
  See page 2
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Iran marks 
national 

Shiraz Day
Clusters of people mark the nation-
al Shiraz Day during their visit to 
Hafezieh where Hafez, an illustrious 
14th-century Persian poet, is laid to 
rest in the southern Iranian city on 
May 5, 2017.

Shiraz, the capital of Fars Prov-
ince, boasts abundant tourist 
destinations amongst them are 
gardens, shrines, bazaars, and 
mosques.

Located in the southern part of 
the Zagros mountain range, Shi-
raz is the birthplace of the promi-
nent poets Sadi and Hafez, whose 
well-manicured garden tombs 
host hundreds of visitors every 
day. 
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Pakistan to tighten border 
security with Iran
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Hashemi Taba: 
Some buried their 
heads in sand 
during sanctions

TEHRAN —  Mostafa Hashemi Taba 
defended the nuclear deal, censuring 

its critics for having denied the destructive effects of 
sanctions.

“These were the ones who buried their heads in sand 
and said sanctions had no impact. Yet at the same time 
they imported super-luxury cars from a German brand,” 
Hashemi Taba underlined.

“They emptied the treasury yet some people used to 
approve of them,” the presidential candidate said.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Qalibaf: All 
governments 
should comply 
with JCPOA

TEHRAN —  Mohammad Baqer 
Qalibaf, also a principlist presidential 

contender, probably made the most notable statement 
about the JCPOA, saying it should be respected “by all 
governments.”

However, he did not stop there and went on to argue 
that the way the JCPOA was executed had faults.

He added that the deal has contributed to the 
wellbeing of those with connections to wealth and power 
rather than the wellbeing of the grassroots.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Jahangiri: JCPOA 
helped people out 
of tough days

TEHRAN —  Es’haq Jahangiri 
defended the JCPOA and underlined 

the difficulties that sanctions had brought on people 
before it was reached.

“Families had a hard time finding medication for their 
ill members under sanctions. Baby formulas were rare, 
silos were empty,” he said.

“The nuclear deal was one of the greatest 
achievements of the history of Iran. It turned Irano-
phobia into Iranio-philia. Through the deal we increased 
petrochemical output 30%, freed petrodollars that had 
been frozen overseas, and insured ships coming to Iran.”

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Mirsalim: A 
defendant and 
critic 

TEHRAN —  Mostafa Mirsalim, 
yet another principlist candidate, 

defended the nuclear deal for having revealed to the 
world that Iran was “not looking for nuclear weapons.”

However, he criticized the government, saying the 
world powers, who negotiated the deal with Iran, have 
not upheld their side of the deal.

“After the nuclear deal we dismissed our scientists and 
limited our nuclear program,” he said, expressing regret.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Raisi says would 
respect JCPOA as a 
document

TEHRAN —  Top principlist 
presidential candidate Ebrahim Raisi 

said despite all shortcomings the nuclear deal, officially 
called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
has to be protected as a “document”.

Raisi who was speaking in a live debate with the other 
five candidates, nonetheless criticized the incumbent 
government for the JCPOA, saying it “has had no 
contribution to people’s lives.”

TEHRAN — Days 
after senior meetings 

between Iranian and Pakistani officials 
after a terrorist ambush on Iranian 
soldiers, Islamabad pledged to beef up 
security in its borders with Iran. 

“Pakistan accepted for the first time 
to dispatch a senior military official to 
its borders with Iran and create a new 
military formation there,” Ali Awsat 
Hashemi, the provincial governor of Iran’s 
southeastern Sistan-and-Baluchestan 
province, said on Thursday.  

Ten border guards were killed and 
two others injured in an ambush near 
the town of Mirjaveh in Sistan-and-
Baluchestan on April 27. 

Hashemi was detailing the outcome 
of the visit to Pakistan by Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif at 
the head of a high-ranking political, 
military, law enforcement, and security 
delegation to address the tragedy 
and hold talks with senior Pakistani 
officials. Hashemi himself was part of 
the delegation. 

The Pakistan-based Jaish ul-Adl 
terrorist group claimed responsibility for 
the attack in a statement.

Zarif met with Pakistan’s Interior 
Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif and Chief of Army 
Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa.

 Sharif extended his condolences 
to Iran over the terrorist attack and 
expressed Islamabad’s readiness to fully 
cooperate with Tehran in the fight against 
terrorism.

The trip, Hashemi said, witnessed six 
serious meetings with Pakistani officials, 
and featured discussions about national 
and popular capacities in place for 
freeing hostages and transferring bodies 
of the Iranians, who have been killed by 
terrorists over the past 15 years.

He said both nations have suffered 
at the hands of terrorists. “Based on 
this common understanding, it was 
necessary for the shortcomings and 
problems to be addressed to see what 
the rise in such harmful [terrorist] acts 
are rooted in.”

ELECTION COUNTDOWN

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

TEHRAN — 
Iranian intelligence 

dismantled around 30 terrorist teams 
which had plans to carry out attacks 
across the country, confiscating 
large amounts of munitions during 
the counterterrorism operations, 
Intelligence Minister Mahmoud Alavi 
said on Friday. 

Alavi said some 108 magnetic bombs 
and 15 explosive vests were seized 
from the terrorists attempting to target 
crowded places on different occasions 
during the last Iranian calendar year, 
which ended on March 20.

Around 45 such terrorist teams 
had also been busted over the course 
of the two previous years, added the 
intelligence chief.

“Whereas we witness widespread 

anti-security acts [being perpetrated] 
in other states, especially in neighbors, 
our country is enjoying a unique 
security level thanks to silent efforts by 
intelligence forces,” Alavi said.

In February, Alavi said security forces 
had arrested eight main elements of 
Takfiri terrorist groups planning to carry 
out attacks in Tehran and a number of 
other cities under direct command 
of individuals stationed in some 
neighboring countries.

The Intelligence Ministry also said 
last June that it had thwarted a large-
scale plot to stage attacks in Iran’s major 
cities, including the capital Tehran.

It also released video footage 
detailing intelligence operations to 
track and arrest would-be-attackers in 
the capital.

Intelligence chief says Iran busted 
30 terrorist teams last year

TEHRAN — 
Rescue operations 

continued into the third day after 22 
corpses recovered from a coal mine 
that exploded in the northeastern 
province of Golestan on Wednesday.

According to the head of the 
Iranian Emergency Organization, 
Pir-Hossein Kolivand, everything 
indicates that the 35 workers inside 
the coal mine at the time of the 
collapse are dead, in addition to 
another 72 that got injured.

The incident happened at the 
Zemestanyurt mine at a time when workers 
were changing shifts, according to local 
media. The mine employed more than 500 
people, Fars news agency reported.

The rescue operations ran into 
trouble as poisonous gases filled 

the tunnels making it very hard for 
the rescue workers to continue. In 
addition, fears of the tunnel collapsing 
also hampered the rescue operations.

Sadeq-Ali Moqaddam, the 
provincial director general of disaster 
management, said that 22 victims 
were found at a depth of 600 meters 
and rescue teams had descended 
1,400 meters into the tunnel where 
the blast happened.

Three days of mourning are being 
observed in the province after the 
explosion.

Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
and Azeri President Ilham Aliyev 
have sent condolences to President 
Hassan Rouhani.

Mine blast toll hits 35, rescue efforts 
in full swing 

1     “The case is that in the de-escalation zones the 
work of aviation, especially the coalition forces, is absolutely 
not envisaged, with or without notification,” he said.

The Russian envoy added, “The only place where 
the coalition’s aviation can operate is certainly on 
targets of the Islamic State (also called ISIL/ISIS or 
Daesh).”

UN Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura hailed 
on Thursday the safe zones plan as a step in the right 
direction towards real cessation of hostilities in Syria.

“Today in Astana I think we have been able to 
witness an important promising positive step in the right 
direction in the process of de-escalation of the conflict,” 
Press TV quoted him as saying.

Iran, Turkey and Russia brokered Astana talks on 

Syria and the first three rounds of the talks were held on 
January 23-24, February 15-16 and March 14-15.

Prior to the singing of the document on safe 
zones in Syria, Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National 
Security Council Ali Shamkhani and his Russian 
counterpart Nikolai Patrushev underlined the need for 
a political solution to the Syrian crisis.

The two officials, who spoke on phone on Wednesday, 
underlined the need for a lasting ceasefire in Syria and 
further consultations between Damascus, Moscow and 
Tehran on finding ways to speed up the realization of a 
political solution to the crisis.

“Focusing on solutions that are based on regional 
cooperation can expedite the process to end the 
security crisis in Syria,” Shamkhani told Patrushev.

The Iranian official also stressed the continuation of 
political talks between the Damascus government and 
the opposition.

“Respecting the [Syrian] people’s demand in freely 
determining their fate and future, and avoiding any 
foreign interference in the political talks need to be 
taken into consideration” during the negotiations, he 
added.  

The Russian official, for his part, said certain extra-
regional players were seeking Syria’s partition in total 
disregard for the country’s territorial integrity and 
national sovereignty.   

The promotion of ceasefire and new political 
initiatives could foil such a plot for Syria’s breakup, 
Patrushev added.

1     On 2 May 2017, Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman stated, ‘We will work so that the battle is on their 
side, inside Iran, not in Saudi Arabia.’ While categorically 
rejecting the baseless allegations against my country, I 
wish to underline that his statement reflects an unveiled 
threat against the Islamic Republic of Iran, in violation of 
Article 2(4) of the UN Charter, as well as a clear admission 
of the long-known complicity of the Saudi regime in acts 
of terror and violence inside Iran, the latest of which 
resulted in the murder of 9 Iranian border guards, by 
the Saudi-financed armed bands. This blatant threat 
and admission is being made by a regime with a long 
record of supporting aggression and using terrorist and 
extremist groups for its short-sighted and dangerous 
ambitions in the region and beyond.

Over the past four decades, our region and the 
world have suffered tremendously as a consequence 
of Saudi insecurity and misplaced obsession with Iran, 
clearly manifested in the above-quoted statement. 
This has led to irresponsible, provocative and ill-fated 

policies and practices of promoting and financing 
extremism globally and short-sighted and self-
defeating adventurism in the region.

We all – including Saudi authorities - need to be 
reminded of the fact that this misplaced obsession and 
insecurity lead to the Kingdom’s unreserved support and 
financing of Saddam Hussein’s aggression against Iran 
from 1980 to 1988, whose devastating consequence was 
not confined to the hundreds of thousands of Iranians 
who became victims of Saddam’s aggression and use of 
chemical weapons, but engulfed the entire region after 
his invasion of Kuwait and threats against KSA, biting the 
hands that had fed and sustained him.

The creation of Al-Qaeda and the Taliban in the 90’s, 
sponsorship of terror and instability in Iraq since 2003, 
and formation, financing and arming of ISIS, Al-Nusrah 
and other terrorist organization in Iraq and Syria over 
the past several years are other manifestations of the 
same Saudi misplaced obsession, which have brought 
misery and insecurity to the entire globe. It is imperative 

for the international community to take necessary action 
to compel Saudi Arabia to stop its reckless sponsorship 
of terrorism and extremism in the region and across the 
globe, and particularly its blatant and open aggression, 
starvation and genocide against the people of Yemen.

In contrast to Saudi rulers, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran believes that peace and stability is in the 
common interest of every state in the Persian Gulf 
region and no country can attain security at the 
expense of insecurity for others. We have no desire, 
nor any interest, in an escalation of tension in our 
neighborhood. We continue to stand ready for 
dialogue and accommodation to promote regional 
stability, combat destabilizing extremist violence and 
reject sectarian hatred. We hope Saudi Arabia will be 
persuaded to heed the call of reason.

I should be grateful if you would have the present 
letter circulated as a document of the Security Council.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my 
highest consideration.

Iran, Turkey, Russia agree on Syria safe zones

Iran writes to UN on S.Arabia’s ‘unveiled threat’ 

P O L I T I C S
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Rouhani criticizes 
rivals for having 
pushed against 
nuclear deal

TEHRAN —  President Hassan 
Rouhani, defending the nuclear deal 

which was negotiated by under his leadership, lashed out 
at critics for having discouraged the nuclear negotiators 
on one hand and tried on the other to agitate the other 
sides out of the deal.

His deputy Es’haq Jahangiri, who has also entered 
the presidential race, said the opponents used to stage 
billboards across Tehran that meant to discourage 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and his team 
who were serving the country as soldiers.

U.S. warplanes among those barred from flying over Syria’s ‘safe zones’



U.S. deploys F-15 
fighter jets to Israel 
for air drills: report

The United States has deployed an unspec-
ified number of F-15 fighter jets to Israel to 
conduct joint exercises with the Israeli air 
force in the next two weeks, according to a 
report.

The drills will take place out of the Ovda 
air base, the home of the Israeli air force’s 
aggressor squadron known as Red Squadron, 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz reported on Thurs-
day, citing military sources.

“An international exercise in cooperation 
with the American air force will begin in the 
coming days,” the Israeli military spokesman’s 
office said. “The exercise is based on the an-
nual training plan.”

The Israeli air force has conducted several 
war games with foreign counterparts in the 
past. Last month, it joined air forces from 
Greece, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
the United States for a training exercise over 
Greece.

Israeli pilots also took part in the Red Flag 
exercises in Nevada, the U.S., last year.

Israel received three F-35 fighter jets from 
the U.S. this past weekend - a new generation 
of stealth planes that critics fear would fur-
ther enable the regime to carry out airstrikes 
and spying operations against the Palestini-
ans and neighboring countries.

The advanced jets, purchased last year, 
were put on display in the skies along the 
Mediterranean coast and across several cit-
ies, including Tel Aviv, during an air show held 
to mark the 69th anniversary of the forcible 
eviction of hundreds of thousands of Palestin-
ians from their homeland in 1948.

Israel has bought a total of 50 F-35s from 
the U.S. manufacturer, Lockheed Martin, and 
has said it would have the first squadron 
combat-ready before the end of this year.  
Lockheed describes the plane as “virtually in-
visible.”

Although the jet comes with a huge price 
tag, $110 million apiece, the fleet will be fi-
nanced out of the U.S. military assistance.

The annual $3 billion aid package will rise 
to $3.8 billion next year, under a 10-year 
agreement signed by former President Ba-
rack Obama shortly before he left the White 
House.

Israel’s older fleets of F-15 and F-16 jets, 
which have been in use since the 1970s, will 
gradually be decommissioned with the arrival 
of the new stealth fighter.

(Source: Press TV)

Pentagon officials have finally admitted that a 
March airstrike in northern Syria did in fact hit 
a mosque, killing dozens of people.

An investigation by the United States 
Central Command found that the March 16 
airstrike targeted a building that was part 
of a “mosque complex” in a village west of 
Aleppo, two defense officials told CNN on 
Thursday.

The Pentagon had initially rejected the 
notion that a mosque was hit and that there 
were casualties, despite photos and vide-
os showing the disastrous aftermath of the 
strike.

Officials had insisted that the strike hit a 
building near the mosque where al-Qaeda 
militants were holding a meeting.

The day after the strike, Pentagon spokes-
man Capt. Jeff Davis said that the U.S. did not 
“assess there were any civilian casualties.”

Typically any building used for religious 
purposes would be on a so-called no-strike 
list, along with hospitals and schools.

However, neither officials speaking to 
CNN would say if the complex had ever 
been on such a list, or whether it had been 
removed.

The air raid drew strong condemnation 
from prominent human rights organizations. 
At least 49 civilians were killed and over 100 
people were wounded in the strike.

Human Rights Watch (HRW) said in a re-
port last month that the U.S. military failed 
to take “necessary precautions” to prevent 
civilian deaths in the airstrike.

The rights group also said that it had 
found no evidence that militants were inside 
the building.

The HRW report was based on inter-
views with more than a dozen people with 
firsthand knowledge of the strike. The rights 
body also worked with organizations to ana-
lyze the imagery of the attack and recon-
struct the assault.

A U.S.-led coalition has been conducting 
airstrikes inside Syria since September 2014 
without any authorization from Damascus or 

a United Nations mandate.
The coalition has repeatedly been ac-

cused of targeting and killing civilians, while 
failing to fulfill its declared aim of destroying 
the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/
Daesh) terrorist group.

  Russia: Syria safe zones closed to 

U.S. coalition planes

Meantime, the safe zones that regional 
powers have agreed to create in Syria will be 
closed for military planes of the international 
U.S.-led coalition, Russia’s envoy to Syria talks 
said.

Turkey and Iran agreed on Thursday to 
Russia’s proposal for “de-escalation zones”, a 
move welcomed by the United Nations but 
met with skepticism from the United States 
and Syrian rebel groups.

Speaking from the Syria summit in the 
Kazakh capital, Astana, on Thursday, Russian 
envoy Alexander Lavrentyev said that Syrian 
government fighter jets are also not expect-
ed to fly over the “de-escalation” zones for 
six months.

Russian military aircraft will refrain from 
flying over such areas, he added, unless 
there are what he described as attempts to 
destabilize the situation.

With the air space closed over these so 

called safe areas, they would become de 
facto no-fly zones. Calls for such a measure 
have been made numerous times by oppo-
sition members, but it has never been im-
posed until now.

Previous regions considered for no-fly 
zones were the border areas with Jordan 
and Turkey.

Military analysts estimated that the no-fly 
zone imposed over Iraq in 1991 helped save 
countless lives. It is unclear though who will 
be responsible for policing the air space and 
what the consequences would be for break-
ing the interdiction.

The latest round of Syrian peace talks in 
Astana is sponsored by opposition supporter 
Turkey and Syrian government backers Rus-
sia and Iran.

Neither the Syrian government, nor the 
opposition had signed the de-escalation 
zones agreement. Representatives of several 
rebel groups say they cannot accept Iran as 
a guarantor of the deal.

The negotiations in Astana are viewed 
as complementary to broader United Na-
tions-brokered talks in Geneva on a political 
settlement, but neither have yielded real pro-
gress as of yet.

  Opposition warns British PM 

against joining U.S. war on Syria

Elsewhere, opposition leaders have 
warned British Prime Minister Theresa May 
against rushing to attack Syria if she wins the 
election next month, after it emerged the 
government is planning to join a possible 
U.S. war against Syria, reports say.  

May’s party is holding a commanding 
lead over the opposition Labour Party ahead 
of the June election. According to an opin-
ion poll published by research firm Kantar on 
Wednesday, 48 percent of voters said they 
would vote for the Conservative Party, while 
support for Labour stood at 24 percent.

The Conservative lead is enough to win a 
majority that could be over 100 seats, mak-
ing it more difficult for Labour and other 
parties to stop her pushing through a vote 
for military action against Syria following the 
June 8 election.

Liberal Democrat leader Tim Farron said 
it was very worrying that the premier “would 
back military intervention against Assad in 
Syria outside of a wider diplomatic strategy 
and without UN backing.”

“May would be wise not to use Syria as 
a campaign tool in this election. This would 
come across as calculating, unconsidered, 
and without the best interest of the Syrian 
people at heart.”

According to government sources, May 
wanted the backing of the House of Com-
mons in order to have the authority to join 
the United States in attack against Syrian 
forces.

Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn warned 
May last month against unilateral military ac-
tion in Syria, saying the conflict would only 
be resolved through dialogue and interna-
tional peace efforts.

“We don’t need unilateral action. We 
need to work through the UN but, above all, 
we need to bend ourselves totally to getting 
a political settlement in Syria,” said Corbyn, 
who has long been critical of London’s in-
volvement in U.S.-led wars across the world.

(Source: agencies)
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Pentagon admits March strike 
hit a ‘mosque complex’ in Syria

UN, U.S., EU urged to act 
on Sheikh Qassim plight
Bahraini and international human rights activism groups 
write to the United Nations, the United States and the Euro-
pean Union, urging them to take action against Manama’s 
persecution of the kingdom’s most senior Shia cleric.

The open letter, dated May 4, also drew attention to the 
Bahraini administration’s chronic violation of the rights of 
Shias, who hold demographic majority on the Persian Gulf 
island.

It was signed by the Bahrain Center for Human Rights, 
the Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy, Bahrain 
Interfaith, European Center for Democracy and Human 
Rights, Britain’s ARTICLE 19 and Americans for Democracy 
& Human Rights in Bahrain.

They said they were expecting the addressees to act in 
advance of the trials of Sheikh Isa Qassim as well as Sheikh 
Hussein Mahrous and Mirza al-Dirazi, his office’s head and 
staffer, respectively.

The court session has been scheduled for May 7.
Sheikh Qassim is the spiritual leader of Bahrain’s dis-

solved opposition bloc, the al-Wefaq National Islamic So-
ciety. He was stripped of his citizenship on June last year 
over accusations that he used his position to serve foreign 
interests and promote “sectarianism” and “violence.” He has 
denied the allegations.

Similar charges face the two other defendants.
“We urgently request that you publicly call on the Gov-

ernment of Bahrain to drop the politically-motivated charg-
es against these three men, and to call for Royal Decree 
55/2016, which stripped Sheikh Qassim of his citizenship 
and rendered him stateless to be dropped ahead of his trial 
in absentia,” said the undersigned.

They reminded that Qassim used to be a former mem-
ber of Bahrain’s Constitutional Assembly and Parliament.

The letter also said Bahrain’s hometown of Diraz, on the 
island’s northwest, has been under a police blockade since 
the cleric had his citizenship taken away.

A police raid on a protest sit-in in front of his residence 
in January had killed an 18-year-old, they said, and noted, 
“No government entity has acknowledged responsibility for 
this attack nor have any independent and impartial investi-
gations occurred to date.”

Bahrain has been witnessing a popular uprising against 
the ruling House of Khalifa regime in February 2011, with 
anti-regime protesters taking to the streets on an almost 
daily basis ever since.

The demonstrators are demanding that the House of 
Khalifah relinquish power and let a just system representing 
all Bahrainis be established.

Scores of people have been killed and hundreds of oth-
ers wounded or detained amid Manama’s crackdown on 
dissent and widespread discrimination against the country’s 
Shia majority.

The signatories also reminded that five UN Special Rap-
porteurs had expressed concern over the systematic perse-
cution and repression of Bahrain’s Shia last year.

(Source: Press TV)

U.S. advancing sale of 
precision-guided missiles 
to Riyadh: Saudi FM
The United States administration has taken measures to 
advance the sale of warheads and precision-guided mis-
siles to the House of Saud regime as part of additional mil-
itary and intelligence assistance to the kingdom’s bloody 
intervention in Yemen.

On Thursday, Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister Adel 
al-Jubeir said that the administration of President Don-
ald Trump has taken steps in the congressional notifi-
cation process for the sale of armor-piercing Penetrator 
Warheads and precision-guided Pave way missiles to the 
kingdom.

The controversial sale is expected to include over $1 
billion worth of the weapons, informed sources said.

The Trump administration notified Congress last month 
that it wanted to sell about $390 million worth of weapons 
guidance systems to Saudi Arabia.

The systems, manufactured by Raytheon Co., are de-
signed to convert “dumb” bombs into precision-guided 
munitions that are supposed to hit targets more accurate-
ly.

An announcement of the new weapons sale had been 
expected last month, but objections from some members 
of Congress and human rights groups complicated the 
matter.

A group of U.S. senators introduced legislation last 
month to set new conditions for U.S. military assistance 
to Riyadh.

The U.S. support for the Saudi military campaign in 
Yemen—which includes arms sales, aerial refueling and 
providing intelligence—has long been controversial.

Human rights groups have repeatedly accused the 
Saudis of causing civilian casualties, notably through air-
strikes on schools and hospitals. The bombing campaign 
has claimed the lives of more than 12,000 people, most of 
them civilians.

Amnesty International’s researchers have already found 
unexploded U.S.-made bombs among the ruins of resi-
dential buildings in Yemen.

Trump’s predecessor, Barack Obama, put the arms sale on 
hold in December amid international outrage over the high 
civilian toll in Yemen. The suspension came after an estimat-
ed 140 people were killed the month before when Saudi jets 
targeted mourners at a funeral in the capital Sana’a.

In a report published on April 20, two child advocacy 
groups—Save the Children and Watchlist on Children in 
Armed Conflict— urged the United Nations to put Saudi 
Arabia on its list of violators of child rights.

The report said the Saudis had blocked aid, creating 
a situation where the number of severely malnourished 
children had tripled since the onset of the war.

(Source: Press TV)

Russia: Syria safe zones closed to U.S. coalition planes
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ment

Iran Municipalities and Rural Organization by referring to the Tenders’ law approved by Iranian 
Parliament dated 17/11/1383, and in accordance with note “3” of Article 12 of Executive Regulation 
No. H-33560T/84136 dated 16/07/1385 and based on Economic Council resolution No. 708653 dated 
10/06/1395 intends to procure “designing, homologation, producing, testing, shipping, commissioning, 
delivering, training, guaranty/warranty services and special tools of 630 metro cars for Tehran metro lines” 
considering Iranian law for maximum utilization of local technical, engineering and production capabilities 
by inviting eligible domestic and foreign metro car manufacturers consortium, who can arrange finance to 
participate in a Tender. For this purpose, hereby all domestic and foreign companies which have relevant 
experiences and references are invited to obtain Suppliers’ Qualification Assessment Documents.
 

 Tender Subject:
“designing, homologation, producing, testing, shipping, commissioning, delivering, training, guaranty/
warranty services and special tools of 630 metro cars for Tehran metro lines” considering Iranian law 
for maximum utilization of local technical, engineering and production capabilities by inviting eligible 
domestic and foreign metro car manufacturers consortium, who can arrange finance to participate in an 
international Tender.
 

 Name and Address of Tender Holder:
Iran Municipalities and Rural Organization
Address:No. 1184, Alley Mir, North Kargar Avenue, Tehran, Iran.
 Tel: +98-21-63901085   www. Imo.org.ir

 Name and Address of Management Contract (MC):
Iran Industrial Development and Renovation Organization:
Address:No. 10 -Karaneh Ave. -Vali e Asr Ave. Tehran I.R. of Iran
Tel:+98-021-22037475
Fax:+98-021-22037476
www. Idro.org       E-mail: itmi@idro.org

 Request For Qualification (RFQ) Documents Pick up Address and Deadline: 
Pick up Address: Electronic file of Request For Qualification Documents is available at the website: http://
iets.mporg.ir (national tender website) and at the introduced website of Management Contract as www.
idro.ir and website Tender Holder as www. Imo.org.ir and hard copy is available at Management Contract 
as above address.
Deadline: Till 16:00 local time date 10, May 2017

 Suppliers’ Qualification Assessment Documents Deadline and Submiting Address: 
Submitting Address: the office of tender holder (Iran Municipalities and Rural Organization) as addressed 
above.
Deadline: Till 16:00 local time date 31, May 2017

Iran Municipalities and Rural Organization

Tehran Metro Lines  
Public Announcement for Suppliers 

Qualification Assessment 
(Second Call)

Ministry Of Interior
Iran Municipalities and Rural Organization (IMRO)
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Quality Assessment Announcement for 
Design, Construction and Delivery of six 63 T Harbor mobile crane units

forNoshahr, Anzali and Amirabad ports
(Tender No: 96/HE/1070)

Ports and Maritime Organization

First Announcement

This is hereby to announce that Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO) 
of I.R.Iran intends to hold an international two- phase public tender by 
qualitative assessment method for design, manufacturing, purchase, shipment 
and delivery of six 63T mobile harbor crane units for Noshahr, Anzali and 
Amirabad ports.
*Therefore, in order to qualitative assessment of the manufacturers of 
the cranes , all local and foreigner manufacturer companies are invited to 
proceed with receiving of the relevant qualitative assessment documents 
and forms through IETS.MPORG.IR website and maximum till Sunday 
21thMay 2017.

*Place and deadline for submitting of documents and completed 
forms: Central Secretariat of the PMO located at the ground floor of PMO 
building and to the last working hour on Tuesday 20thJune, 2017.
It should be emphasized that the relevant receipt issued against submitting of 
the said documents and forms shall be kept for further steps.
* Meanwhile, the Question & Answer session of this tender will be held 
at 10 A.M on Tuesday 6thjune, 2017 in the PMO amphitheater hall 
located in the first floor of the PMO building and therefore, attendance of 
the informed technical and commercial representatives of all manufacturer 
companies of the aforementioned equipment which are willing to participate 
in qualitative assessment of tender is obligatory (together with a written 
introduction letter).
* The tender winner shall pay for newspaper advertisement costs.
Address of the announcing organization: Ports and Maritime Organization, 
No.1, Dr. Shahidi
St., Haghani Highway, Vanak Sq., Tehran, Iran. Postal code:

Fax: (+98) 21-88651194 and (+98)21-88651191
Tel: (+98) 21-84932351 and (+98)21-84932357

TEHRAN — Seven new 
petrochemical projects 

are planned to be implemented in the 
country by the end of current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 20, 2018), Shana quoted 
Ali-Mohammad Bosaqzadeh, the produc-
tion control director of National Petro-
chemical Company (NPC), as saying.

NPC Managing Director Marziyeh 
Shahdaie had previously said that 30 pet-
rochemical projects will be put into opera-
tion in the country by the end of the next 
calendar year (March 20, 2019).

She said that these projects will add 20 
million tons to Iran’s annual output.

Petrochemical output is expected to 
exceed 59 million tons in the current year 

which will be an 18 percent increase year 
on year, according to the NPC managing 
director.

As she said, Iran exported about 19 mil-
lion tons of petrochemical products, worth 
near $10 billion, in the previous calendar 
year and NPC plans to export 23 million 
tons of petrochemicals, worth $11 billion, 
this year.

The country plans to boost its petro-
chemical output to 120 million tons per 
annum by the end of its outlook plan for 
the calendar year of 1404 (March 2026) 
and $70 billion of investment is required to 
meet this objective.

Iran is among the few countries which 
have all kinds of petrochemical feedstock, 

according to Shahdaie.
The future of Iranian petrochemical in-

dustry is promising after the implementa-
tion of JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action which lifted sanction against Iran 
in January 2016), Oil Minister Bijan Namdar 
Zanganeh said in the 13th edition of Iran 

Petrochemical Forum (IPF), which was held 
in Tehran on April 22.

Given that Iran ranks the first and fourth 
in the world in terms of gas and oil reserves, 
respectively, no country enjoys feedstock as 
much as Iran to develop its petrochemical 
industry, Zanganeh highlighted.

7 new petchem 
projects planned 
to come on stream 
by Mar. 2018

Improving economy 
rises Iran’s gold 
jewelry demand to 
4-year high

Thai parliament 
members visit 
CBI, discuss banking 
co-op

Tehran, Baghdad 
sign banking MOU

Iran to dispatch 
marketing 
delegation to 
Moscow

TEHRAN — Iran’s gold jewelry demand 
climbed to a four-year high in the first 

quarter of 2017, the World Gold Council said in a report 
on Thursday.

As reported, an improving economy helped Iran’s jew-
elry demand climb 27 percent from a year earlier to 12.9 
metric tons in the first three months this year, according to 
Bloomberg.

Iran’s gold bar and coin demand was 3.7 tons, the most 
for the Middle East, compared with sales of 0.3 tons.

TEHRAN — Representatives of Thai-
land’s parliament expressed willingness 

for banking cooperation with Iran, Central Bank of Iran 
(CBI) official website announced.

According to CBI, A Thai delegation comprised of mem-
bers of national assembly of Thailand visited the bank on 
April 3 to discussed banking cooperation with Iranian of-
ficials.

Peyman Qorbani, CBI’s vice governor for economic af-
fairs, met with the Thai delegation and presented Iran’s lat-
est banking and economic achievements. 

TEHRAN — Iran and Iraq signed a 
banking MOU focusing on brokerage re-

lations between the central banks of the two countries, the 
official website of the Central Bank of Iran reported.

As reported, the advisor of the governor of the Central 
Bank of Iraq and the chairman of the board of Trade Bank 
of the country visited some top officials of the Central Bank 
of Iran in Tehran to sign the MOU and also to implement 
the previously accorded agreements.

In their meeting, Iranian and Iraqi banking officials de-
cided to hold a joint baking committee within a week in 
Tehran, comprised of representatives from both countries’ 
private and state-run banks.

TEHRAN — The Trade Promotion Or-
ganization of Iran (TPO) is to send a 

trade, marketing and investing delegation to Russia from 
September 15 to 18 to explore avenues of exporting Ira-
nian products to the country, the official website of TPO 
announced.

The delegation will travel to Moscow simultaneous with 
the International Food Exhibition in the Russian capital 
(WolrdFood Moscow), which is going to be held on Sep-
tember 11-14.

WolrdFood Moscow is divided into 12 sectors and above 
1,500 companies will congregate to get in touch with over 
30,000 representatives across the globe. 
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Bank of Japan Governor Haruhiko Kuroda on Friday 
voiced confidence that the country’s inflation rate will 
accelerate toward his 2 percent target as robust eco-
nomic growth pushes up wages and helps heighten in-
flation expectations.

Kuroda conceded that inflation expectations were not 
well anchored in Japan, making it challenging to con-
vince households and companies that a sustained eco-
nomic recovery will eventually lead to higher inflation 
and wages.

But he said that once inflation rates start to accelerate 
significantly, that will change public perceptions of future 
price rises and enable the BOJ to achieve its price target.

“Since Japan’s economy is growing and will continue 
to grow well above its potential, the output gap will con-
tinue to improve in the coming months and years. That 
would strengthen pressure on wages and prices,” Kuroda 
told a news conference.

“It’s challenging for central banks to achieve their 
price stability targets in a timely manner, but that doesn’t 

mean we would change our 2 percent target,” he added.
In an earlier interview with CNBC, Kuroda said the 

BOJ will maintain its long-term interest rate target for 
the time being to ensure the economy is sustainably out 
of deflation.

“The mindset (of the Japanese public) is still quite cau-

tious about inflation expectations. But I’m quite sure that 
will change with continuous accommodative monetary 
policy supported by fiscal policy,” Kuroda was quoted as 
saying in the interview.

Kuroda is in Yokohama, eastern Japan, to meet finan-
cial leaders gathering for the Asian Development Bank’s 
annual meetings.

After more than three years of huge asset purchases 
failed to accelerate inflation, the BOJ revamped its pol-
icy framework last September to one aimed at capping 
long-term interest rates.

Japan’s economy has shown signs of life, as exports 
rose the most in over two years in March and manufac-
turers’ confidence hit the highest since the global finan-
cial crisis a decade ago.

But core consumer prices for March rose just 0.2 per-
cent from a year earlier, well below the BOJ’s target, a 
sign the Japanese central bank will lag behind its major 
counterparts in withdrawing monetary stimulus.

(Source: Reuters)

BOJ’s Kuroda voices confidence in hitting price target
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General Electric Co Chief Executive Jeff 
Immelt warned the Trump administration 
to avoid protectionist policies while calling 
on it to level the playing field for American 
companies with tax reform, revived ex-
port financing and improved trade agree-
ments.

In a speech at Georgetown University, 
Immelt said American companies and pol-
icymakers should “try harder” to compete 
in the global economy and win.

Public sentiment toward globalization 
and free trade has permanently changed 
because of their associations with outsourc-
ing that has held down wages, China’s rise 
as an export power and job losses, so a 
new definition was needed, he said.

“Because of these factors, we are not 
going back to a pure free trade world,” Im-

melt said. “But is protectionism the answer? 
I guarantee you ... we have the most to lose 
through protectionism.”

The Trump administration has taken 
steps toward increasing trade barriers 
around some industries, launching national 
security reviews that could restrict steel 
and aluminum imports. It also has pulled 
out of a 12-country Pacific Rim trade deal 
and vowed to renegotiate the 23-year-old 
North American Free Trade Agreement in 
order to help reduce the U.S. trade deficits 
with Mexico and Canada.

Immelt said that if U.S. leaders think 
Americans want to live without the benefits 
of global economic integration, “they’re in 
for a rude awakening. We need to fight for 
new technologies not old ones.”

Instead of withdrawing from trade deals, 

Immelt said the United States should work 
to modernize and improve them, and 
NAFTA represented a prime opportunity.

“We will not grow if we don’t trade with 
people,” he said.

Immelt also called for the government 
to level the playing field with tax reform, 
and said the Trump administration’s tax 
proposals would achieve much of this, in-
cluding through a territorial tax system 
with lower rates. He also put in a plug for 
a border adjustment tax that would favor 
U.S. exporters.

“All of our global competitors have some 
form of a border adjustment,” he said. “Isn’t 
it worth a debate?”

Immelt also called for the full revival of 
the U.S. Export-Import Bank as a way to 
better compete with China, Germany and 

other countries that offer government-
backed export lending. EXIM has been un-
able to approve financing deals over $10 
million - excluding Boeing aircraft and GE 
power turbines - due to the lingering ef-
fects of a long fight in Congress to close the 
trade bank.

(Source: Reuters)

GE CEO warns against U.S. protectionism, wants level playing field

London’s progress as a financial center could 
stall because of the upheaval Brexit will bring 
to the industry, Goldman Sachs (GS.N) Chief 
Executive Officer Lloyd Blankfein was quoted 
as saying by the BBC.

When asked whether London’s long-
term expansion over the past three decades 
would go into reverse, Blankfein said: “I don’t 
think it will totally reverse.”

“It will stall, it might backtrack a bit, it just 
depends on a lot of things about which we 
are uncertain and I know there isn’t certainty 
at the moment,” Blankfein said, according to 
a report on the BBC website.

Most of the European Union’s financial 
markets are currently run out of London, but 
banks have warned some of that business 
and the jobs that come with it will have to 
move if they lose access to the bloc’s single 
market.

Goldman’s CEO said he would like to 
see an implementation period of at least “a 
couple of years” once the British exit deal 
is agreed, so that banks can have time to 
adapt.

The bank has “contingency plans” to 
move people depending on the outcome of 
the negotiations, he said.

The head of Goldman’s international busi-
ness, Richard Gnodde, warned on March 21 
that the bank would begin moving hundreds 
of people out of London before any Brexit 
deal is struck between Britain and the EU.

Blankfein said the bank wants to avoid 
cutting as many jobs as it can, adding that 
in 10 years’ time it was likely that London 
would remain its largest European office by 
a substantial margin.

“I would say that it is our hope that we 

will be able to conduct our business as close 
as we can to the way we conduct it today,” 
he said.

“That is, we could have German nation-
als marketing German securities to German 
investors from the UK.

“And be resident in the UK and accom-
plish that. I would like and it is my hope that 
we can do as much of that as possible”.

The European Union is expected to pub-
lish a draft law next month that could be the 
prelude to forcing the clearing of euro-de-
nominated securities out of Britain.

Currently vast swathes of euro transac-
tions are processed by clearing houses in 
London due to its status as a global finan-
cial center. The euro zone has long wanted 
more control of that business, and Britain’s 
decision to leave the EU has provided a new 
impetus.

Blankfein told the BBC it was important 
to guard against any rapid changes or frag-
mentation of financial activity, saying it could 
risk the safety and security of the financial 
system.

(Source: Reuters)

Goldman’s Blankfein says London 
could stall due to Brexit

Spanish jobs numbers 
mask deeper insecurity
Spain’s unemployment took a record tumble in April, but the 
recovery hides an uncomfortable truth: most new jobs are still 
temporary and short-lived.

Jobless claims for the month, published Thursday, fell by 
about 129,000 people, taking the total number of unemployed 
Spaniards to 3.6 million compared to a crisis-high of 6 million. 

Even so, on closer inspection, the data point to a persistent 
weakness in the labor market: temporary contracts account for 
the vast majority of new jobs, rather than permanent contracts 
that are often better paid and offer more stability.

Of the total, more than 90 per cent of new jobs were tempo-
rary, including seasonal work that disappears after the summer 
vacation and part-time contracts which are often taken on by 
staff that would otherwise want to work more hours. Just under 
6 per cent were permanent, full-time contracts.

 “Temporary work in Spain is higher than the European aver-
age, part of it responds to the seasonal demand for workers, but 
also the duality by contract type,” said Sandalio Gomez, emeri-
tus professor at the IESE Business School in Madrid. “The current 
system makes a clear distinction between workers by contract 
type – with severance pay being at the heart of the matter. Tem-
porary contracts are still too high.”

In short, temporary workers have less bargaining power, and 
can be fired more easily. While business leaders often support 
such changes, it can have long-term implications for social co-
hesion. The phenomenon of an increase in temporary and part-
time work at the expense of more secure jobs is being repeated 
elsewhere in the euro area – even in Germany, where unem-
ployment is at a record low.

And that feeds into a broader debate about income inequal-
ity, a factor fueling political populism in Europe and the U.S.

ECB President Mario Draghi in April described employment 
growth as the best way to tackle income inequality in the 19-na-
tion bloc. Spain’s experience shows that even when there are 
more jobs available, insecurity can remain.   (Source: Bloomberg)
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The Iranian Offshore Oil Company will increase production 
at the Forouzan oil field, which Iran shares with Saudi Arabia, 
by 12,000 barrels daily, the company’s executive director told 
Iranian media, adding that it will install two platforms at the 
field soon.

Iran has 11 percent of the field—which Saudi Arabia calls 
Marjan—whose reserves are estimated at 2.3 billion barrels. 
Besides it, Iran and Saudi Arabia also share another two fields 
in the Persian Gulf, Lulu and Dorra, respectively Esfandiyar 
and Arash on the Iranian side.

The ramp-up is part of Iran’s efforts to boost its crude oil 
and natural gas production as soon as possible, challenging 
the market shares of other OPEC producers in the region, 
most notably Saudi Arabia. Still, the country is cutting 
exports after it cleared out what was in storage before 
economic sanctions were removed and the market share 
challenge may subside.

Iran’s crude oil exports in May are expected to come 
in at 1.66 million bpd, and nearly 100,000 bpd will be put 
back into storage on tankers. For April, Iran is seen ex-
porting 1.8 million bpd of crude oil and around 370,000 
bpd of condensate. This compares to exports of crude 
and condensate combined of almost 2.9 million bpd in 
February, which marked a six-year high, Reuters data 
show.

At the same time, Tehran has indicated that it is on 
board with an extension of the production cut agreement 
OPEC struck at the end of last year, which exempted Iran 
from the cuts provided it didn’t produce more than 3.8 
million barrels of oil daily.

The country’s production capacity currently stands at 
4 million barrels, according to Oil Minister Bijan Namdar 
Zanganeh’s deputy, Rokneddin Javadi, but plans are to 
expand this to 5.7 million bpd with the help of foreign 

oil companies. The first contracts with such companies, 
under the new International Petroleum Contract template, 
are expected to be signed by the end of May.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Gazprom to begin Turkish Stream 
construction in next few days 

Germany breaks record: 85% of 
renewables supply last weekend 

Russian energy giant Gazprom will be-
gin construction on the Black Sea por-
tion of the Turkish Stream natural gas 
pipeline in a few days, according to 
CEO Alexei Miller.

“We have finished all preparatory 
and mobilization works [on the Turk-
ish Stream project]. I report to you that 
we are ready to start the construction 
of the sea stretch of the Turkish Stream 
gas pipeline in a few days,” Miller said 
after a meeting with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

In anticipation of future competition, 
changing market dynamics in Europe, 
the limited success of Gazprom’s piv-
oting to China, and the phasing out of 
long-term contracts, Gazprom has fol-
lowed through with a strategy of dou-
bling down on Europe and securing its 
future market share by launching Nord 
Stream II and Turkish Stream. In doing 
so, the Russian gas giant is enacting a 
“pincer” strategy aimed at eliminating 
the need for the gas to transit through 
Ukraine. This would remove the transit 

risk based on political quarrels between 
Russia and Ukraine.

Russia’s ambition to export gas to 
China seems to be a pipe dream for 
the moment. Although having signed a 
largely political agreement, Beijing has 
not committed to any concrete terms 
as it pressures Russia on accepting a 
much lower-than-requested export 
price.

Russia and Turkey signed the agree-
ment authorizing the pipeline last Oc-
tober. Previously, Miller had said con-
struction would begin later this year, 
but the timeline has moved up since a 
couple of weeks ago.

 (Source: oilprice.com)

Bloated global crude oil inventories are 
declining but not as quickly as OPEC 
expected, adding to pressure on the 
producer group to extend supply cuts, 
according to a CNBC poll of energy strat-
egists, traders and economists.

Oil markets are questioning whether 
OPEC’s current phase of production cuts 
totaling 1.2 million barrels a day–agreed 
in November, effective from January and 
the first since 2008–are enough to re-bal-
ance the market when U.S. producers are 
aggressively increasing supply and U.S. 
inventories remain stubbornly above five-
year highs.

Producers outside the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries including 
Russia pledged to cut around 600,000 
barrels a day.

“OPEC producers have under-estimat-
ed the volumes to be taken off the mar-
ket,” said Victor Shum, vice president at 
IHS Energy.

“The drawdown in the U.S. inventories 
is not going to be fast and furious. Ulti-
mately, the objective is to support prices. 
Persian Gulf producers need money to 
balance the budget. That’s a strong in-
centive to cut more than they have.”

The findings of CNBC’s second-quar-
ter poll reflect continued concern over 
the supply picture and OPEC’s efforts to 
re-balance the market. Brent crude will 
likely average $54.55 a barrel in the April 
to June period, little changed from the 
first-quarter average of $54.57 a barrel.

Price forecasts for the second-quar-
ter ranged from as low as $45 to as 
high as $63 a barrel. The most bearish 
forecasters warned prices may drop to 
the mid-forties or below if OPEC and its 
outside producer allies fail to agree to 
extend production at May 25 meeting in 
Vienna.

Though compliance to the latest pro-
duction deal has been strong, at 90 per-

cent according to a survey by Reuters this 
week, with de facto OPEC leader Saudi 
Arabia doing most of the heavy lifting, 
it hasn’t been enough to dislodge the 
global oil glut.

That’s put the ball back in OPEC’s 
court.

“There is an obvious compelling fun-
damental reason to extend cuts given the 
inventory objective–these are simply not 
declining fast enough (as acknowledged 
by Saudi Arabia and other producers) 
even if we were to account for seasonal 
factors that limit crude oil demand like 
refinery maintenance,” said Harry Tchilin-
guirian, global head of commodity mar-
kets strategy at BNP Paribas, who expects 
Brent crude to average $57 a barrel this 
quarter.

Turning back that tide of supply isn’t 
“realistically feasible” in six months, Tchi-
linguirian said, citing year-on-year pro-
duction growth in U.S. shale oil, an “un-
relenting” increase in active oil rigs and 
supply growth in Canada and Brazil. 
“Right now, it is all about supply and not 
demand.”

Even a simple six-month rollover of 
the first round of OPEC cuts may not be 
enough to satisfy oil market bulls.

“Despite a possible extension of the 
OPEC agreement… prices are likely to 
continue their slide in Q2 and I see high-
er chances of them dropping below $45 
than rising above $55,” said Eugen Wein-
berg, head of commodities research at 
Commerzbank.

The closely-watched U.S. rig count–
which comprises U.S. onshore and U.S. 
offshore Gulf of Mexico drilling rigs - hit 
971 in April, up 107 percent from last 
year, according to Platts RigData. U.S. 
production is at its highest since August 
2015.

“U.S. rig rates have now increased to 
levels that will allow production growth,” 
said James Davis, upstream analyst at 
consultancy FGE.

“We see it inevitable that OPEC will 
have to extend its cuts a further 6 months 
if not longer. Latest stocks data indicates 
that there is unlikely to be a significant 
stock draw through the first half of 2017, 
which is one of the main indicators that 
OPEC will be looking at when they meet 
next to decide what action to take.”

Commercial U.S. crude inventories in 
the week to April 28 fell by 0.9 million 
barrels, marking the fourth week of de-
clines. Stockpiles still stand at a near-re-

cord 527.8 million barrels and well above 
the five-year range.

“It seems the frackers have more influ-
ence on pricing at this point than OPEC 
does,” said CNBC contributor Anthony 
Grisanti, founder and president of GRZ 
Energy.

However, Grisanti and survey re-
spondents with a more constructive view 
on oil suggested U.S. production may be 
closing in on a near-term peak.

“While fracking has come back I don’t 
see production from them increasing 
much more from these levels–banks 
won’t finance those operations like they 
used to–and as the price falls some of 
those new wells become unprofitable 
once more.”

Grisanti expects oil to average be-
tween $50 to $55 this summer.

Christopher Haines, head of Oil & Gas, 
BMI Research, also predicted U.S. output 
may start levelling off.

“U.S. production will grow, though 
likely not as strongly as many people are 
expecting. While drilling has been strong, 
we have yet to see the same level of ac-
tivity in completing wells, which will limit 
the aggressiveness of growth.”

Consultancy Energy Aspects–the most 
bullish forecaster in the CNBC survey–
said the markets were too fixated on U.S. 
stockpiles and needed to consider inven-
tories on a global basis.

“We expect fundamentals to improve 
over Q2, but the path to rebalancing may 
not be fully clear for the market without 
some data cleansing,” said Miswin Ma-
hesh, chief oil analyst at Energy Aspects, 
who expects Brent prices to average $63 
this quarter.

“Overall for Q2, our balances show a 
stock-draw of 1.2 million barrels a day. We 
expect North American supplies to grow 
600,000 barrels a day year-on-year in Q2, 
but this is offset by fall in supplies else-
where in non-OPEC.”

(Source: CNBC)

Germany’s “Energiewende”—the coun-
try’s low-carbon energy revolution—
turned another successful corner last 
weekend when renewable energy sourc-
es nearly stamped out coal and nuclear.

Thanks to a particularly breezy and 
sunny Sunday, renewables such as wind 
and solar, along with some biomass and 
hydropower, peaked at a record 85 per-
cent, or 55.2 gigawatts, and even came 
along with negative prices for several 
hours at the electricity exchange.

Conversely, coal use was at an all-
time minimum. According to DW, on 
April 30, coal-fired power stations were 
only operational between 3 and 4 p.m. 
and produced less than eight gigawatts 
of energy, well below the maximum out-
put of about 50 gigawatts.

“Most of Germany’s coal-fired pow-
er stations were not even operating on 
Sunday, April 30th,” Patrick Graichen of 
Agora Energiewende told RenewEcono-
my. “Nuclear power sources, which are 
planned to be completely phased out by 
2022, were also severely reduced.”

Graichen added that days like Sun-
day would be “completely normal” by 
2030 thanks to the government’s con-
tinued investment in the Energiewende 
initiative.

Following the Fukushima disaster 
in Japan, Germany announced in May 
2011 that it plans to phase out nucle-
ar and shut down all its nuclear power 
plants by 2022. That Sunday, nuclear 
power plants reduced their output from 
7.9 to 5 gigawatts.

Germany’s ambitious energy transi-
tion aims for at least an 80 percent share 
of renewables by 2050, with intermedi-
ate targets of 35 to 40 percent share by 
2025 and 55 to 60 percent by 2035.

(Source: ecowatch.com)

Iran to raise oil output at oil 
field it shares with Saudi Arabia 

OPEC in driver’s seat as ‘Fast and Furious’ oil stock draw eludes 
By  Sri Jegarajah

Oil’s plunge accelerates 
below $45 as U.S. shale 
confounds OPEC
Oil slid below $45 a barrel for the first time since OPEC agreed 
to cut output in November as U.S. shale confounds the producer 
group’s attempts to prop up prices.

In less than 10 minutes on Friday, futures slumped more than 
$1 amid a surge in volume. They have collapsed 10.5 percent 
this week, sliding to the lowest since Nov. 15 -- two weeks before 
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries signed a six-
month deal to curb production aimed at easing a global glut. The 
decline is being driven by expanding U.S. output before OPEC is 
set to decide whether to prolong its cuts.

While OPEC’s curbs drove oil in early January to the highest 
since July 2015, that increase encouraged U.S. drillers to pump 
more. The result has been 11 weeks of expansion in American 
production in the longest run of gains since 2012. Prices are still 
more than 50 percent below their peak in 2014, when surging 
shale output triggered crude’s biggest collapse in a generation 
and left rival producers such as Saudi Arabia scrambling to protect 
market share.

“We’re seeing a strong reaction and a change in mood,” said 
Victor Shum, a Singapore-based vice president at IHS Energy. 
Prices that “overshot” to the mid-to-high $50s after the output 
deal are now “back to reality” amid surging American supplies, 
he said.

West Texas Intermediate for June delivery dropped as much as 
$1.76, or 3.9 percent, to $43.76 a barrel on the New York Mercan-
tile Exchange, and was at $44.12 at 1 p.m. in Hong Kong. Total vol-
ume traded was more than quadruple the 100-day average. The 
contract lost $2.30, or 4.8 percent, to close at $45.52 on Thursday.

“There’s a lot of option-related activities so as the market falls 
through $45, the holders of short, put positions need to hedge,” 
said Mark Keenan, head of Asia commodities research at Societe 
Generale SA. “They need to sell futures and that can drive some 
very significant and volatile moves through those levels.”

 U.S. output

Brent for July settlement slumped as much as $1.74, or 3.6 
percent, to $46.64 a barrel on the London-based ICE Futures Eu-
rope exchange. Prices are down 9.1 percent this week, heading 
for a third weekly decline. The global benchmark crude traded at 
a premium of $2.54 to July WTI.

Energy companies led losses among equities in Asia, with the 
MSCI AC Asia Pacific Energy sub-index dropping 1.4 percent. Pet-
roChina Co. lost 3.4 percent, while Australia’s Santos Ltd. slipped 
3.3 percent. The S&P Oil & Gas Exploration and Production Index 
had slid as much as 4.9 percent Thursday to the lowest since Au-
gust.

U.S. crude production rose to 9.29 million barrels last week, the 
highest level since August 2015, according to the Energy Infor-
mation Administration. While OPEC is likely to prolong curbs for 
a further six months, American shale supply remains a concern, 
according to Nigeria’s oil minister.

OPEC will meet May 25 in Vienna to decide whether to extend 
supply cuts through the second half.

“There’s disappointment that the production cuts we’ve seen 
from OPEC and others has not had any impact at this stage on 
global inventory levels,” said Ric Spooner, a chief market analyst at 
CMC Markets in Sydney. “The market seems to be much further 
away from a balanced situation than some had previously fore-
cast. There is a possibility that oil could be headed to the low $40s 
range from here.”                                             (Source: Bloomberg)

Big oil’s message to 
OPEC: we’re making good 
money, thanks 
From Exxon Mobil Corp. to Total SA, the world’s largest listed oil 
companies have sent a message to skeptical investors and rivals 
at OPEC: we can get by in a world of $50 a barrel crude.

Big Oil generated a gusher of cash in the first quarter. The 
surge shows how a mix of cost-cutting and assets sales -- plus the 
tailwind of new output from projects approved several years ago 
-- helped companies to survive and then thrive with prices that 
are less than half what they were a few years ago.

Exxon, Total, Royal Dutch Shell Plc, BP Plc and Chevron Corp. 
reported combined first-quarter free cash flow -- money they can 
use to pay dividends -- of $11.4 billion, compared with a short-
fall of $14 billion a year earlier, according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg. That puts their performance in the period on a par 
with what they often delivered between 2010 and 2014, when oil 
traded above $100.

Wall Street analysts and fund managers hailed the turnaround. 
Shell is a “cash machine,” said Jason Gammel at Jefferies Group 
LLC. “High dividend yields” are sustainable, said Simon Gergel 
of Allianz Global Investors. “Total free cash flow gets back to 
$100-a-barrel levels,” added Alastair Syme of Citigroup Inc.

For the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, the 
oil majors’ comeback is a painful reminder that corporations can 
impose austerity by firing workers and cutting projects a lot easier 
and faster than governments can adjust their budgets.

In Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest oil exporter, King Salman 
restored bonuses and allowances for state employees last month, 
scaling back an austerity program that generated criticism among 
citizens accustomed to generous government handouts. Almost 
three years into the oil slump, the kingdom still needs $83 crude 
to balance its budget, according to the International Monetary 
Fund.

While OPEC, Russia and their allies consider whether to extend 
their output cuts for another six months in order to eliminate a 
global inventory surplus, their rivals are starting to invest in new 
production. After slashing spending in 2015 and 2016, companies 
are taking advantage of cheaper drilling rigs and other equip-
ment in an effort to boost -- albeit rather timidly -- oil and gas 
production.

The five companies’ net debt remains near an all-time high, 
having doubled to $210 billion over the last two years. Clearing 
that burden may require more asset sales, or keep executives cau-
tious about investing in new projects to guarantee future supply 
-- something that could endanger profitability several years from 
now.

Yet, after enduring the deepest slump in a generation, execu-
tives are painting an upbeat picture.

 (Source: Bloomberg)



Cheating Britain out of 
Europe

Several months ago, I predicted that British Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s government would fall by next month, when 
the British people realized that the “soft Brexit” they had been 
promised was impossible. How wrong I was! May has now 
called an early election, which she is tipped to win easily. 

As it turns out, May herself realized what would happen if peo-
ple discussed and disputed her Brexit plans. So she crafted a politi-
cal strategy that would keep the Brexit debate from opening up 
again. This meant never allowing a popular (or even parliamen-
tary) vote on what kind of Brexit May’s government should pursue, 
let alone a second vote on whether Brexit should happen at all. 

But it was clearly stated that last June’s referendum on 
Britain’s European Union membership was merely consulta-
tive and not binding on parliament. Moreover, the various 
Brexit options were never discussed as alternatives – much 
less voted upon – during the referendum campaign. 

If anything, the expectation among Brexit voters, created 
by Brexiteers like Boris Johnson, now May’s foreign secretary, 
was that they could “have their cake and eat it.” Britain, pro-
claimed Johnson and other prominent leaders of the “Leave” 
campaign, would retain easy access to the single market, 
while being able to block immigration from the EU. 

 Brexiteers’ promises
Rather than revisit those issues and reveal just how mendacious 

the Brexiteers’ promises were, May has pursued a “lockdown” of all 
discussion. And she has been breathtakingly successful. 

The first step in May’s strategy was to state unequivocally 
last summer that “there will be no early general election.” This 
served to prevent any mobilization of the 48% of the vot-
ers who had voted “Remain” and who, contrary to the ex-
pectations of most professional politicians, remain strongly 
opposed to Brexit. Had May not taken that step, a political 
anti-Brexit project  –  led by, say, the Liberal Democrats or a 
new center-left party  – could have emerged and challenged 
the Conservatives for power. The result of a “Brexit election,” 
which took place once voters knew that Brexit really could 
happen, would have turned into a re-run of the referendum 
and could have been highly unpredictable. 

But, until May’s announcement, seasoned political players, 
such as former Prime Minister Tony Blair, thought Brexit would be 
over before the next general election, so none laid the ground-
work for such a project. This puts them at a severe disadvantage. 

 May’s strategy
The second step in May’s strategy was to avoid any dis-

cussion of what kind of Brexit the UK should choose. Contrary 
to government claims, May’s goal here was not to gain the 
upper hand in negotiations, by keeping the EU27 in the dark 
about Britain’s objectives. (Britain’s ideal outcome is no secret, 
after all.) Instead, May’s government wanted to keep British 
voters from recognizing the extent to which they had been 
duped by the Leave campaign. 

According to opinion polls, last year, most voters wanted 
both single-market membership and control over EU im-
migration. If forced to choose, they preferred single-market 
membership by large majorities. Yet May’s government is 
probably going to secure the opposite outcome: control over 
immigration, but at the cost of what she calls a “clean break” 
with the single market. 

May’s government knew that, if the Leave campaign’s 
deception had been revealed, her Conservative Party, now 
tethered to Brexit, would have faced a potentially disastrous 
backlash. This danger was highlighted last week by a You-
Gov poll, which for the first time showed a plurality regretting 
the result of the Brexit referendum. So she is attempting to 
“boil the frog slowly,” ensuring that it doesn’t realize it is being 
cooked until it is too late to jump out of the pot. 

This strategy was nearly thwarted, when government ef-
forts failed to prevent a parliamentary vote on triggering Ar-
ticle 50, officially launching Brexit negotiations. May’s govern-
ment had resisted the vote precisely because it feared that it 
would have to provide more details about its aims, either re-
peating disingenuously 
the Brexiteers’ pledges, 
which the EU would 
quickly declare unac-
ceptable, or owning up 
to the Brexiteers’ (and its 
own) deception. 

When the Supreme 
Court ruled that parlia-
ment would get a vote, 
May’s government had to 
find a third way. It resort-
ed to the same obfusca-
tion that had served the 
Brexiteers so well during 
the referendum – and 
won the vote. 

The last critical step in May’s plan to push forward a ver-
sion of Brexit that British voters never wanted is to prevent a 
vote on the final deal. Were May to stick to the normal elec-
toral schedule, negotiations would end just 18 months before 
the general election. That is not the moment when a govern-
ment wants its deceit to be exposed, especially given that the 
agreement May reaches may well divide her own party. 

By holding the election now, May is avoiding this risk. It 
is too late for the campaign to focus on whether to trigger 
Article 50. And it is early enough that voters – and even many 
businesses – remain unaware of what a hard Brexit will mean. 
In short, the British don’t yet know that they’ve been conned. 

In the name of democracy and sovereignty, British vot-
ers are being denied any chance to reconsider Brexit, even 
though many voted for it under false pretenses, or to express 
an informed opinion on what kind of Brexit their government 
should pursue. Instead, they are being manipulated into vot-
ing, yet again, for the impossible. 

All of this carries worrisome implications for the state of Britain’s 
democracy, its political culture, and even its long-term stability. 
When foreigners ask how British democracy can function without 
a written constitution, the usual answer is that Britons’ common 
understanding of fair and foul play would lead them to reject un-
democratic behavior. How convincing is that answer today? 

(Source: project-syndicate.org)

By Jacek Rostowski

MAY 6, 2017MAY 6, 20176
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

INTERNATIONAL

The result of a 

“Brexit election,” 

which took place 

once voters knew 

that Brexit really 

could happen, 

would have turned 

into a re-run of 

the referendum 

and could have 

been highly 

unpredictable. 

Since taking power in 

Myanmar, Aung San Suu 

Kyi’s moral credibility has 

been vastly diminished if not 

demolished by her failure to 

even acknowledge the brutal 

persecution of the Rohingya 

minority in Rakhine state.

It was the most brutal French presidential 
debate anyone could remember, two 
and a half hours of interruptions, insults, 
sarcasm and invective between the 
48-year-old, far-right populist Marine Le 
Pen and the 39-year-old, centrist upstart 
Emmanuel Macron. They called each 
other liars, arrogant, dangerous and 
many other things, often paying little 
heed to the two moderators.

When the dust settled on Wednesday 
night, Macron, the acknowledged front-
runner in the race, was deemed in 
political polls to have prevailed. In the 
calmer moments of the debate, he 
offered a more detailed and pragmatic 
set of policy proposals for France’s 
economic ills, and a more coherent 
vision of France’s place in Europe, than 
Le Pen’s familiar litany of plaints against 
the European Union, globalization and 
immigrants.

However the French may feel about 
its tone, the encounter served to clarify 

the choice they face in Sunday’s vote, the 
second and last round of the presidential 
election. After decades of alternating 
between mainstream candidates of the 
center-left and center-right, the French 
this time rejected both in the first round 
and advanced two relative outsiders 
who are diametrically, often virulently, 
opposed on virtually every issue — 
Europe, terrorism, France’s stagnant 
economy.

Le Pen is head of the National Front, 
an anti-European Union, anti-immigrant 

far-right coalition her father founded 44 
years ago, which she has sought to “de-
demonize” since taking charge in 2011 
— by, among other things, expelling 
her father. Macron is the wunderkind 
of French politics, a graduate of elite 
schools, a student of philosophy and an 
accomplished pianist, who made a quick 
fortune in investment banking before 
plunging into politics. Appointed minister 
of economy under President François 
Hollande in 2014, Macron resigned two 
years later to form a new centrist political 

movement, En Marche! (or Onward!), to 
run for the presidency.

Le Pen wants to close borders, ditch 
free-trade deals and hold a referendum 
on European Union membership. 
Macron advocates reforms that he says 
will make France more business-friendly 
while preserving most of its social 
safety net. He is pro-Europe, tolerant of 
immigrants.

How much either could achieve in a 
divided country is another question. That 
would depend in part on the elections to 
the National Assembly on June 11 and 18, 
the next political unknown. Nonetheless, 
the choice for French voters on Sunday 
is as stark as was Wednesday’s debate  
—  and not only for France. A French 
withdrawal from the European Union 
would mark a major and potentially fatal 
blow to the entire European project, and 
all Western democracies would be hurt by 
another retreat into narrow nationalism.

(Source: The NYT)

In France, a stark debate and a stark choice

The persecuted Rohingya Muslim minority know they 
cannot wait for Aung San Suu Kyi’s help. Others must 
step up.

When Aung San Suu Kyi was finally able to collect her 
Nobel peace prize in 2012, the committee’s chairman 
described how her “firmness of principle” in the struggle 
for human rights and democracy had made her “a moral 
leader for the whole world”. 

Since taking power in Myanmar, the former political 
prisoner’s moral credibility has been vastly diminished if not 
demolished by her failure to even acknowledge the brutal 
persecution of the Rohingya minority in Rakhine state. A 
dozen fellow Nobel peace laureates have lamented her 
inaction faced with “a human tragedy amounting to ethnic 
cleansing and crimes against humanity”.

On Tuesday, the increasing gulf between her and her 
long-time international supporters was exposed again 
when she appeared alongside the European Union’s foreign 
policy chief Federica Mogherini. The EU rightly backs the 
United Nations human rights council’s decision to dispatch 
a fact-finding mission over allegations of murder, rape and 
torture by military and security forces. She insisted the 
decision was “not in keeping with what is really happening 
on the ground” and would make matters worse.

The stateless Rohingya population, who are Muslim, 

have been abused and suppressed for decades. In 2012, 
massacres killed more than 200 people and displaced around 
140,000 to what are effectively detention camps. In 2015, the 
International State Crime Initiative at Queen Mary University 
of London concluded that Myanmar was coordinating with 
ethnic Rakhine ultra-nationalists, racist Buddhist monks 
and its own security forces in a campaign of genocide. It 
fears that process may be escalating. In October, military 
“clearance operations” in northern Rakhine state following 
attacks on border police posts by Rohingya militants forced 
tens of thousands to flee; a UN report details allegations of 
atrocities including gang rape and child murder.

Before Aung San Suu Kyi came to power, defenders said 

she was biding her time and would tackle the troubles of 
Myanmar’s ethnic minorities – of which the Rohingya are 
by far the most serious – in due course. Now they say her 
hands are tied. The military still calls the shots, particularly in 
border areas. This is in part down to the constitution, which 
awards the army the most important cabinet posts, but also 
because the generals control large tracts of industry. She 
also faces a tide of anti-Muslim nationalism. The rights of 
some humans seem more important than others.

The UN mission should, of course, be able to 
investigate unimpeded. Myanmar’s record of obstructing 
journalists, NGOs, academics and other researchers 
is unacceptable. But the evidence of crimes against 
humanity is already compelling. So in the meantime the 
limited avenues for exerting pressure on Myanmar must 
be used. Working with civil society groups to challenge 
racial and religious hatred is extremely difficult – given 
such widespread hostility – but activists say it is vital. 
Foreign governments can play their part by making 
trade and other deals with Myanmar conditional on civil 
and human rights being tangibly upheld. Firms doing 
business in Myanmar should be likewise pressed to face 
their moral responsibilities. The Rohingya cannot wait for 
Aung San Suu Kyi or yet more reports.

(Source: The Guardian)

Myanmar : Some humans have more rights than others 

President Donald Trump is finally 
preparing to leave the country, and his 
choice of stops for the upcoming tour 
tells us much about what drives this 
presidency. Trump will visit Israel, Saudi 
Arabia and the Vatican before moving on 
to summit meetings of NATO and the G7.

Presidential travel is always important. 
It is also politically risky and potentially 
distressing. Above all, it is symbolically 
powerful. And no trip carries more 
emblematic weight than the first one in 
a new presidency. With that in mind, the 
White House has loaded up this selective 
world tour with symbolism, along with 
careful attention to Trump’s emotional 
and political well-being, and a full dose of 
serious business.

Trump is not a big fan of foreign travel. 
In fact, he always prefers to sleep in his 
own bed. While he makes frequent trips 
to his Mar-a-Lago resort-home in Florida, 
he has completely avoided leaving the 
country until now. But staying in the U.S. 
is not an option.

By this time in his administration, 
President Obama had already visited nine 
countries. In contrast, Trump has sent 
top aides flying around the world for key 
meetings on urgent global crises.

For a man who clearly relishes 
interaction with admirers, going to 
the Middle East is a bit like holding a 
campaign rally in a red state. If there is 
one part of the world where Trump’s 
election was greeted with optimism -- 
there aren’t many -- it is precisely in the 
region where President Obama’s foreign 
policy was most harshly criticized.

They won’t quite greet him wearing 
MAGA hats in the Saudi capital, but he’s 
sure to get a genuinely warm reception. 
The same is true in Israel, where many, 
including Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, could not have been happier 
to see the end of the Obama presidency. 

The visit to the Vatican has a clever 
symbolic place in this selective world tour. 
I would venture a guess that presidential 
strategist Steve Bannon authored this 
idea. He’s the man whose world view 
places America in a sharply delineated 
Judeo-Christian world.

It may seem counter-intuitive that 
the U.S. president who tried to stop 
people from several Muslim countries 
from entering the United States, a man 
many see as Islamophobic, has found his 
strongest support outside the country 

precisely in the birthplace of Islam. But 
that, in fact, is the case. Arab leaders are 
happy to see the end of America’s push 
to improve relations with Iran, and they 
don’t mind that Washington has decided 
to stop making a fuss over human rights 
and democracy.

 Trump’s appetite
The stops in Israel and Saudi Arabia 

will feed Trump’s appetite for approval. 
But they will do more than that. They 
will please his base at home and will 
strengthen his hand as he seeks to score a 
historic victory he says we wants, helping 
to broker a peace deal between Israelis 
and Palestinians.

The very fact that Trump will visit 
Israel on his first trip carries symbolic 
value. Israelis and many of the Jewish 
State’s supporters in the U.S. had trouble 
forgiving Obama for failing to visit the 
country during his first term. Obama came 
within short distances of Israel, visiting 
nearby Turkey, Egypt and Saudi Arabia in 
the first months of his administration, but 
pointedly did not go to Israel. When he 
finally came in 2013, the visit was a huge 

success, earning him a lot of good will. 
Trump is already amassing good will, 

which is hard currency he can use as he 
seeks a peace agreement. The president, 
who recently said finding a solution to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, is “frankly, not as 
difficult as people have thought over the 
years,” is in for a rude awakening. Many 
who obviously understood the problem 
much better than this hyperconfident 
president have tried and failed over many 
decades. 

The prospects for a Trump-brokered 
deal between Israelis and Palestinians are 
as grim as they were for his predecessors. 
And yet, there are some openings for 
gradual regional reconciliation. 

The Vatican portion of the trip is likely to 
be less of an ego massage for the president. 
While Trump is unlikely to face big protests 
in Israel, and is completely assured to face 
none in Saudi Arabia, protests in Rome are 
likely. And while the Saudi royals and Israeli 
officials are unlikely to speak harshly to the 
president, Pope Francis is sure to reiterate 
his criticism. 

The pope has spoken out critically 

against Trump’s plans and has urged 
the president to abide by America’s 
“commitment to the advancement of 
human dignity and freedom worldwide,” 
something the Trump administration has 
decided to downplay in its foreign policy.

In addition to his tour of Judeo-
Christian capitals, Trump’s itinerary 
includes stops his staff did not choose. 
He will go to Brussels for a NATO summit 
and Sicily for a gathering of the G7 group. 
There, he will face America’s traditional 
allies, who have found much in Trump’s 
rhetoric troubling and confusing. It will 
be an opportunity for the president to 
reassure the allies that they can still count 
on America.

There, too, the president will have 
an opportunity to make political and 
diplomatic progress. Like the leaders 
he meets in Israel and Saudi Arabia, his 
counterparts at those summits will also 
be eager to hear reassuring words from 
the president of the United States. But 
they will be much more skeptical than the 
handpicked audiences in the Middle East.

(Source: CNN)

Trump’s selective world tour 

For a man who clearly relishes interaction with admirers, going to 

the Middle East is a bit like holding a campaign rally in a red state.
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The coup plot against Venezuela has already been writ-
ten and presented. On March 2, 2017, during the first 
round of OAS talks, Shannon K. O’Neil (Latin America 
director of the Council on Foreign Relations, CFR) pre-
sented the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
with a portfolio of actions and measures to be taken by 
the United States if it wanted to remove Chavismo from 
political power in Venezuela.

 Origin and Key Players of CFR
The Council on Foreign Relations, or CFR, is a think 

tank founded in 1921 with money from the Rockefeller 
Foundation. It is aimed at creating a group of experts 
to shape U.S. foreign policy and its leadership positions, 
including the president and the State Department, which 
does not act for its own reasons but rather according to 
the interests of these lobbyists.

Since it was created, the council, which is made up of 
4,500 members, has placed a number of senior officials 
in positions to implement CFR strategy. These include 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, Madeleine Albright 
and Colin Powell, responsible for the war in Vietnam, Yu-
goslavia and Iraq respectively, and in the case of Powell, 
a major player in the April 2002 coup.

Moreover, an honorary member and ex-vice presi-
dent of the think tank was David Rockefeller, the former 
owner of Standard Oil Company who has great interests 
and influence in Venezuela. His penetration in the coun-
try’s national political life reached such a point that he 
was one of the sponsors of the Punto Fijo pact that gave 
rise to the Fourth Republic.

 Corporations That Finance the CFR and Use It 
as a Political Platform

Corporations born from the dissolution of Standard 
Oil also finance the CFR, namely Chevron and Exxon 
Mobil. The former was involved in financing the sanc-
tions against Venezuela and the latter wants to create 
conflict between Guyana and Venezuela in order to take 
advantage of the large oil reserves in Essequibo.

Among CFR’s financiers is Citibank, which last year 
blocked the accounts of the Central Bank of Venezuela 
and the Bank of Venezuela, affecting the country’s ability 
to import essential goods. The financial corporation JP 
Morgan is responsible for using financial aggression as 
an excuse to declare Venezuela in default of payments 
in November 2016, using manipulative maneuvers to af-
fect Venezuela’s financial credibility.

Both banks aimed to hurt Venezuela’s ability to attract 
investment and loans that would stabilize its economy. 
The most aggressive players of the financial and eco-
nomic coup against Venezuela are part of CFR. These 
same players are now responsible for designing the 
agenda of the political coup — in the same way that 
Colin Powell, a CFR member, devised and armed the 
2002 coup against Chavez when he was George W. 
Bush’s secretary of state. Now, just like then, the MUD 
(today called Democratic Coordinator) only responds to 
a political line designed by these large, factual powers — 
the real power that governs the United States.

 Presentation to the United States Senate
For this reason, O’Neil is no more than a delegate 

of the royal leaders of this private organization. He is in 
charge of presenting to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the U.S. Senate the actions that must be taken to 
change the political course of Venezuela, using uncon-
ventional war tactics, as outlined by the interests of the 
great economic powers represented by CFR.

The audience begins by reporting, without solid and 
reliable figures, that the Venezuelan population currently 
lives on par or worse conditions than the citizens of Bang-
ladesh, Republic of Congo and Mozambique, countries 
brought to extreme misery by private and irregular wars 
which sought to plunder their natural resources.

Creating a (media-distorted) image of the humanitar-
ian crisis in Venezuela is the starting point for the rest of 
the plan. Painting a picture of a country on the verge of 
collapse is the alibi.

During the presentation, O’Neil said that the PDVSA 
is on the brink of default, omitting that the state oil com-
pany has continued to pay its external debt payments in 
honor of its international commitments. Before propos-
ing these options to the U.S. government, the CFR del-

egate says that Venezuela is strategic for U.S. interests 
in the hemisphere, and that a hypothetical collapse in 
oil production would hurt the U.S. (because it would in-
crease prices), while also affirming — without any proof 
— that the incursions of the Zetas and Sinaloa drug car-
tels in Venezuela poses a threat to the region.

 The Coup Plot
The CFR proposes three major political actions for the 

U.S. to execute a coup in Venezuela in the immediate fu-
ture. Options that, because of the political and financial 
weight embodied in CFR, are already in full operation 
(and running for months). Indeed the CFR have directed 
the anti-Chavista leadership to strictly follow this coup 
manual.

1. CFR proposes to continue sanctions on “human 
rights violators, narco-traffickers and corrupt officials” 
to increase pressure on the Venezuelan government. 
Anti-Chavez leaders, following that script, have backed 
these actions and the false positive in question, since 
there is no evidence linking Venezuelan Vice President 
Tareck El Aissami to international drug trafficking. Even 
leaders like Freddy Guevara have gone to Washington 
directly to “demand” that the sanctions be extended, 
under the support of the anti-Venezuelan lobby led by 
Marco Rubio.

2. The United States must take a tougher stance with-
in the OAS to implement the Democratic Charter against 
Venezuela, co-opting countries in the Caribbean and 
Central America to support this initiative, which in recent 
OAS (illegal) sessions have resisted supporting. Marco 
Rubio’s threat against Haiti, the Dominican Republic, and 
El Salvador was not an isolated action, but a coordinated 
maneuver led by the State Department to increase pres-
sure against Venezuela’s international alliances.

The CFR also proposes that the Treasury Depart-
ment convinces China to withdraw its support for Ven-
ezuela to increase political and economic pressure on 
the country and the government. The MUD has been 
a stellar actor in this part of the script, using Luis Al-
magro to demand the Democratic Charter be applied 
against Venezuela. The latest statement from the U.S. 
State Department on the march convened by the MUD 
on April 19, aims not only to harden its stance toward 
Venezuela to increase pressure from the OAS (trying to 
bring together the largest number of allies with this cri-
tique), but legitimizes, with premeditation, violent and 
lamentable acts that could occur in the march. Cling-
ing to false narratives such as the use of “collectives” to 
suppress demonstrations and “tortures” carried out by 
Venezuelan state security forces, the State Department 
proposes calling April 19 a turning point to escalate the 
siege against Venezuela and expand sanctions against 
the country, making them more aggressive and direct.

3. The CFR states that the United States should work 
together with Colombia, Brazil, Guyana and Caribbean 
countries to prepare for a possible “refugee increase,” 
channeling resources to various NGOs and U.N. organ-
izations from the United States Department of Agricul-
ture State. But beyond this warning of an intervention in 
Venezuela, there is a real political operation in place: the 
NGO funded by the same Department of State, Human 
Rights Watch (HRW), published today, April 18, 2017, a 
report on how the “humanitarian crisis” has spread to 
Brazil. Based on specific testimonies and by magnifying 
immigration data, HRW took the opportunity to call on 
the governments of the region (with special emphasis on 
Brazil) to put pressure on the Venezuelan government, 
as required by the strategy proposed by CFR. Luis Flori-
do, leader of Popular Voluntad, is currently touring Brazil 
and Colombia to try to reactivate the diplomatic siege 
against Venezuela from border countries.

The U.S. think tank also requires that these countries 
under the leadership of the United States and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) organize a financial 
guardianship plan for Venezuela, that hides Russian and 
Chinese investments in strategic areas of the country. In 
recent days, Julio Borges has used his role in parliament 
and as a political spokesperson to continue the message 
that propagates the false narrative of the “humanitarian 
crisis” in Venezuela. It is the same strategy outlined by 
the CFR, arguing that the United States should increase 
its level of involvement in the internal affairs of Vene-
zuela from the State Department, now headed by Rex 
Tillerson, linked to oil company Exxon Mobil (he was its 
general manager since 2007 until he took over this pub-
lic position), a CFR financier.

 Where the Opposition Leaders Come into 
Play

These ongoing actions, while unveiling the geopo-
litical urgency in the coup strategy against Venezuela 
(affiliated with the latest statements by U.S. Southern 
Command Chief Admiral Kurt Tidd on the need to dis-
place China and Russia as allies of Latin America), also 
reflects how they have delegated the generation of vi-
olence, programmed chaos and diplomatic procedures 
(in the best of cases and exclusive use of Luis Florido) to 
their intermediaries in Venezuela, specifically, the leaders 
of the radical parties of anti-Chavism. These actions led 
by the United States (and corporations that manage its 
foreign policy) lead toward one final aim: intervention by 
financial and preventive military means.

 How to Justify Intervention
The evidence presented by President Nicolas Maduro 

links leaders of Primero Justicia with financing vandalism 
against public institutions (the case of the TSJ in Chacao). 
What, beyond this specific case, reveals the very proba-
ble promotion of para-criminal, irregular and mercenary 
(allied and politically directed) factors to escalate and 
encourage violence in order to legitimize the position of 
the State Department.

The badly named MUD is a private embassy that 
works on the basis of the great economic interests of 
these factual powers, which are vital for its strategy to 
advance. Whether these strategies can keep pace with 
this global moment will depend on what their supporters 
can do on the ground. Given the resources of financial 
and political warfare applied by these powers (financial 
blockade, international diplomatic siege, programmed 
attack on PDVSA payments, etc.) and State Department 
maneuvers, are on their account, generating all the con-
ditions of Pressure, siege and financing needed by its 
operators in Venezuela for the much-announced break-
point that does not finish arriving.

And that it is necessary that it arrives for those who 
financed and designed this agenda.

Despite the tactics of the financial and political war 
(financial blockade, international diplomatic siege, pro-
grammed attack on PDVSA payments, etc.) and the 
maneuvers of the State Department, made on its be-
half, to generate all the conditions of pressure, siege and 
investment needed by their Venezuelan operatives, the 
highly anticipated breaking point in Venezuela has still 
not arrived.

But for those who financed and designed the agen-
da against Venezuela, it is important this point come as 
soon as possible.                       (Source: telesurtv.net)

The most aggressive players of the financial and economic 
coup against Venezuela are part of CFR.

It is impossible 
to normalize 

relations 
when the cost 
to the other 
party of the 

normalization is 
national suicide.

Who Is behind the State 
Department’s coup plot in Venezuela?
By  Misión Verdad 

American democracy: 
A dead man walking

T rump’s “sell-out,” as it is called, coming on top 
of Obama’s eight-year “sell-out,” is instructive. 
We have now had a Democratic president who 

sold out the people who elected him and a Republican 
president who has done the same thing. This is a very 
interesting point, the meaning of which most people 
miss.

But not Russia’s president, Vladimir Putin. At the Val-
dai discussion club, Putin summed up Western democ-
racy, which I paraphrase as follows:

In the West, voters cannot change policies through 
elections, because the ruling elites control whoever is 
elected. Elections give the appearance of democracy, 
but voting does not change the policies that favor war 
and the elites. Therefore, the will of the people is im-
potent.

People are experiencing that they and their votes 
have no influence on the conduct of affairs of the 
country. This makes them afraid, frustrated, and angry, 
a combination of emotions that is dangerous to the 
ruling elite, who in response organize the powers of 
the state against the people, while urging them with 
propaganda to support more wars.

Obama promised to get out of Afghanistan or Iraq 
or perhaps it was both. He promised to reverse the 
police state created by the George W. Bush regime. He 
promised to focus American resources on American 
domestic problems, such as health care.

But what did he do? He expanded the wars and 
launched new ones, destroyed Libya and attempted to 
destroy Syria, but was stopped by British non-partic-
ipation and Russian objection. He expanded the po-
lice state. Obama overthrew democratic governments 
in Honduras and Ukraine. He began the demonization 
of Russia and Putin. He betrayed the American peo-
ple again by allowing the private insurance industry to 
write his health care plan known as Obamacare. The 
private interests wrote a plan that diverts public mon-
ies from health care to their profits.

All of this is forgotten when the ruling elites and the 
presstitutes that serve only them refocused the demo-
nization on Trump. Suddenly, it was the president-elect 
of the United States who was the main danger to the 
U.S. and the American people. Trump was a Russian 
agent. He had conspired with Putin to steal the U.S. 
election from Hillary Clinton and make the White 
House a partner of Putin’s alleged reconstruction of 
the Soviet Empire.

The nonsense was hot 
and furious, and it was ef-
fective. Trump succumbed 
to pressure and sacrificed 
his National Security Ad-
visor, who was support-
ive of Trump’s promise to 
normalize relations with 
Russia. Trump replaced 
him with a Russophobic 
idiot who apparently can-
not wait to see mushroom 

clouds over cities all over the Western world.
Why did two presidents in succession completely sell 

out the people who voted for them?
The answer is that presidents are not as powerful as 

the interest groups who make the decisions.
Trump was going to get us out of Syria, so he com-

mitted an unambiguous war crime by gratuitously at-
tacking Syria with Tomahawk missiles.

Trump was going to normalize relations with Russia, 
so his Secretary of State announces that U.S. economic 
sanctions will stay on Russia until Russia hands over to 
Ukraine the Russian Crimean naval base on the Black Sea.

It is impossible to normalize relations when the cost 
to the other party of the normalization is national sui-
cide.

Despite Trump’s complete surrender to the powers 
that be, today (May 2) on NPR I heard raw propagan-
da dressed up as “expert opinion” that Trump is biased 
against the media, when what all of us have seen is mas-
sive media bias against Trump, including the program to 
which I was listening.

For example, NPR had accumulated “experts” who 
said that Trump had slandered Obama by accusing him 
of intercepting his communications. NPR said nothing 
about the Obama regime’s charge that Trump conspired 
with Putin to steal the election from Hillary Clinton.

If anything was slander, this was, but all the talk was 
about how Obama could sue Trump.

But, of course, both are public figures, and neither 
can sue the other.

I wonder why NPR’s “expert” didn’t get around to this 
point.

Why is the ruling oligarchy still using its presstitutes 
to campaign against a president who has surrendered to 
them?

Perhaps the answer is that the real powers that be are 
going to make an example out of Trump so that never 
again does a person running for elected office make a 
populist appeal to the electorate.

(Source: Global Research)

By  Dr. Paul Crai g Roberts

Creating a distorted image of the humanitarian crisis is the 
starting point. Painting a picture of a country on the verge of 

collapse is the alibi.
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Late last week, President Trump told CBS News that domes-
tic surveillance of American citizens should be the “No. 1” 
topic of inquiry until we can find out “what the hell is going 
on” with it. Also late last week, the National Security Agency 
(NSA) — the federal government’s 60,000-person-strong 
domestic spying agency — announced that it would volun-
tarily hold back on its more aggressive uses of Section 702 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act.

That section permits the NSA to capture communica-
tions between foreigners and Americans without a warrant 
from any court, even though the NSA has its own secret 
court that has granted well over 99 percent of applications 
for spying brought to it.

Yet the NSA has convinced the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Court (FISA) that when it captures the communica-
tions of a foreigner and an American and those communi-
cations refer to a third person who is an American, Section 
702 extends the authority for warrantless spying to that 
third person, as well. And it extends to any person whom 
the third person is talking about — and so forth, out to the 
sixth level of communication.

If you do the math, this NSA-concocted, Section 
702-generated, secret FISA court-approved logic permits 
warrantless spying on nearly everyone in the United States. 
So why did the NSA announce that it will pull back on the 
way it utilizes Section 702 as the basis for its mass spying?

Here is the back story.
FISA was written in the aftermath of the Watergate 

scandal, which involved illegal domestic spying. The 
purpose of FISA was to insert the judiciary between 
the NSA and its targets so as to ensure that there 
would be a consistent legal basis for the spying. What 
was that basis?

 Domestic spying

The Supreme Court has long characterized domestic 
spying as surveillance, and it has characterized surveillance 
as either a “search” or a “seizure” of communications. The 
Fourth Amendment requires judicially issued warrants for 
all government searches and seizures, and it mandates 
that those search warrants be based on probable cause of 
wrongdoing on the part of the person whom the govern-
ment wishes to surveil and that the warrants themselves 
specifically describe the place to be searched or the person 
or thing to be seized.

Yet government lawyers, who have no opposition 
standing next to them when they appear in the FISA 

court, have convinced the court that the constitutional 
requirement of probable cause only applies to the gov-
ernment when it is engaging in law enforcement, not 
when it seeks intelligence data. So when the NSA asks 
the FISA court for authority to conduct surveillance, the 
FISA court complies, and it does so with warrants that do 
not specifically describe the place to be searched or the 
person or thing to be seized. These warrants typically 
authorize spying by ZIP codes or area codes or street 
addresses or telecommunications companies’ customer 
lists.

What the NSA does not tell the FISA court is that its 
requests for approvals are a sham. That’s because the 
NSA relies on vague language in a 35-year-old execu-
tive order, known as EO 12333, as authority to conduct 
mass surveillance. That’s surveillance of everyone — and 
it does capture the content of every telephone conversa-
tion, as well as every keystroke on every computer and 
all fiber-optic data generated everywhere within, coming 
to and going from the United States.

This is not only profoundly unlawful but also pro-
foundly deceptive. It is unlawful because it violates the 
Fourth Amendment. It is deceptive because Congress 
and the courts and the American people, perhaps 
even the president, think that the FISA court has been 
serving as a buffer for the voracious appetite of the 
NSA. In reality, the NSA, while dispatching lawyers to 
make sophisticated arguments to the FISA court, has 
gone behind the court’s back by spying on everyone 
all the time.

In a memo from a now-former NSA director to his agents 
and vendors, leaked to the public, he advised capturing all 
data from everyone all the time. This produces information 
overload, as there is more data than can be analyzed; each 
year, it produces the equivalent of 27 times the contents 

of the Library of Congress. Therefore, safety — as well as 
liberty — is compromised.

 Mass killings in U.S.

The recent mass killings in Boston, San Bernardi-
no and Orlando were all preceded by text messages 
and cellphone conversations between the killers and 
their confederates. The NSA had the digital versions of 
those texts and conversations, but it had not analyzed 
them until after the killings — because it has and has 
had too much data to analyze in a critical and timely 
manner.

So, why did the NSA announce that it is pulling back 
from its customary uses of Section 702? To give the false 
impression to members of Congress that it follows the law. 
Section 702, the great subterfuge, expires at the end of this 
year, and the NSA, which has spied on Donald Trump since 
before he was president, fears the debate that will accom-
pany the efforts to renew it — hence its softening public 
tone.

The genius of the Fourth Amendment is that it serves 
as a two-edged sword. By requiring probable cause before 
judges can issue warrants to agents for surveillance, the 
amendment both protects the privacy of those uninvolved 
in wrongdoing by leaving them alone and compels federal 
agents to focus their appetite for intelligence and their need 
for evidence on only those they legitimately feel may have 
done wrong.

In the meantime, President Trump knows that he 
has been the victim of overzealous and unlawful sur-
veillance, and we can expect during the debate over 
renewal of Section 702 that he will have a more sober 
and constitutional view of all this than his predecessors 
have had; and that may bring about more freedom 
and more safety.

(Source: The Washington Times)

More spying and more lying
By Andrew P. Napolitano 

PRIVATE PARKING LOT
Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) – Rahimzade Alley – Taleqani

Crossroads – Valiasr St.   Tell: 66476855

I n d i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

Properties For Rent
From simple to luxury 

From 50 sq.m To 500 sq.m

From 1000$ to 10000$

Just call Dorna

09122241430
nedasamane@hotmail.com

  Holder of 
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014

From Oxford Cert Universal

Several Apts in Garden 
Tower in Elahieh

New, from 150 sq.m to 250 sq.m 
Apts, 3 Bdrs., garden, Spj, 

equipped kitchen, could be fully 
furn and new brand, Lobby, 

opposite to French school, good 
access to Sadr highway

Reasonable Price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Aqdasiyeh
120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., nice view

Pkg,good  access
Suitable for Residency of Ambassadors

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Amazing Apt in Tower
Kamranieh

250 sq.m, 3 large Bdrs., master 
room, nice view , Spj & pool  24 

security, furn/unfurn $ 4500
Suitable for Residency of Ambassadors

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in Niavaran
5th floor, 150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., Fully 

furn, parking, nice & cozy, almost 
new, $2300

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
180 sq.m,3 Bdrs flat, full furn, Spj 

& Pkg, good access , only $3800
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Amazing Villa in Kamranieh
Duplex ,750 sq.m, 8 Bdrs. , 

Renovated , full furn, ceramic 
Floor, driver room, balcony, 

4Parking places, $15000
Suitable for foreign Embassies

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Super Luxury Villa in Farmanieh
800 Built up in 1200 Land, Duplex, 
completely renovated,  7 Bdrs., 2 
level, green garden, outdoor pool, 
high security, equipment  kitchen
Suitable for Residency of Ambassadors 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206  

Villa/Apt in Darous
Duplex, 700 sq.m, 5 Bdrs. with 
One Apt, 300 sq.m, totally 900 

built up, Pool, renovated
Suitable for Residency &  Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Shahrak Qarb
Duplex villa, 630 Sq.m, 5 Bdrs., 

One extra Suit with 300 sq.m apt 
with 3 Bdrs., Garden, outdoor 

Pool, renovated, too many Parking 
spaces, Security, furn & unfurn 

$15000  
 Suitable for Residency &  Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole building in Jordan
each floor 126 sq.m , 

duplex store, open space, full glass, 
smart AC, furn/unfurn, storage, 

900 sq.m Pkg
Available for Sale & Rent

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Office in Jordan
110 sq.m to 240 sq.m, full of 

foreign companies , could be flat,  
Parking lot with extra visitors 
parking, Lobby, Security, reno

vated, almost new
Price per each sq $40 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in  Zafaraniyeh
2 levels, 850 sq.m Built up, 2 side 
doors, visa Section, small garden, 

elevator, $15000
Suitable for small Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in Mahmoodieh
3th floor, each floor one Apt, each 
Apt 170 sq.m with 3 Bdrs., extra 

Suit with 2 rooms, lobby, parking,  
Suitable for Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in Zafaranieh
5 Unit in 2 level, 750 sq.m built up, 
renovated, green garden, outdoor 

pool, parking, quit Place
Price negotiable      

Suitable for Embassies
  Ms.Diba: 09128103206 

World’s finest serviced and virtual 
office in Iran and 154 locations 

worldwide
Fully furn, dedicated Receptionist, 

IT support
Located in Jordan Business Area

Packages start from $120
  Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in Zafaranieh
4th floor, 210 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., luxury 

furn, lobby, spj, high Security, 
diplomatic Tower, Cozy & quit

$2700
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Apt. in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., good  access, 

Top floors,$1500
Suitable for foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Zafaraiyeh
85 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., near Paladium 
mall, good access, nice & cozy 

only $1700
  Ms.Sara 09128103207

Office in Jordan
110 sq.m to 240 sq.m, full of 

foreign companies , could be flat,  
Parking lot with extra visitors 

parking, Lobby, Security, 
renovated, almost new
Price per each sq $40 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206 



Nicola Davies, a GP and former trustee of the 

association, said: “The main risk this research 

throws up is for those women who don’t know 

they are pregnant.
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“Since bad bacteria feed off 

sugars, a diet high in real 

sugars has also been linked to 

an off-balance microbiome, so 

you’ll still want to cut back on 

any kind of sweet stuff.”

Antibiotics can double the risk of mis-
carriage if taken during early pregnan-
cy, a new study suggests.

A major review involving more than 
95,000 women has found five common 
classes of the drug were associated 
with an increased risk, while two others 
were shown to be safe.

Experts say the major risk high-
lighted by the study is for women 
prescribed antibiotics who do not yet 
know they are pregnant, as UK doctors 
are generally cautious in prescribing 
the medicines when they know con-
ception has occurred.

Published in the Canadian Medical 
Association Journal, the investigation 
found a heightened chance of miscar-
riage was associated with commonly 
used antibiotics known as macrolides, 
quinolones, tetracyclines, sulfonamides 
and metronidazole.

But the scientists also found Eryth-
romycin and nitrofurantoin, often used 
to treat urinary tract infections in preg-
nant women, were not associated with 
an increased risk.

Dr. Anick Berard, from the Faculty of 
Pharmacy at the Universite de Montre-
al, said: “Infections are prevalent dur-
ing pregnancy.

 Treating infections

“Although antibiotic use to treat 
infections has been linked to a de-
creased risk of prematurity and low 
birth weight in other studies, our in-
vestigation shows that certain types 
of antibiotics are increasing the risk 
of spontaneous abortion, with 60 per 
cent to two-fold increase.”

Roughly one in four pregnancies 
end in miscarriage meaning women 
prescribed some of the antibiotics 
flagged in the study could be raising 
their risk to a 50 per cent chance.

“Given that the baseline risk of 
spontaneous abortion can go as high 
as 30%, this is significant,” said Dr. Be-
rard.

“Nevertheless, the increased risk 
was not seen for all antibiotics, which 
is reassuring for users.”

Berard and her team looked at data 
from the Quebec Pregnancy Cohort 

between 1998 and 2009, comparing 
8702 cases defined as clinically detect-
ed spontaneous abortions with 87 020 
controls.

All the participants in the trial were 
between 15 and 45 years old.

The Miscarriage Association said 
the scale and quality of the study made 
it a “really important piece of research.”

Dr. Nicola Davies, a GP and former 

trustee of the association, said: “The 
main risk this research throws up is for 
those women who don’t know they are 
pregnant.

“Most of these drugs are drugs you 
wouldn’t prescribe if you knew a wom-
an was pregnant.”

Macrolides are commonly pre-
scribed for respiratory infections, as 
well as some intestinal infections and 

skin infections, especially for those re-
sistant to penicillin.

Meanwhile tetracyclines can be pre-
scribed for people suffering from acne. 

She said the data indicating that ni-
trofurantoin was safe was not associat-
ed with an increased risk of miscarriage 
was to be welcomed as until recently 
its safety had been in doubt.

Age is one of the most significant 
factors connected with the risk of mis-
carriage, with chances ranging from 
one in 10 for pregnant women under 
the age of 30 to 50 per cent in those 
above the age of 45.

(Source: The Telegraph)

Gut bacteria- the trillions of microorganisms living in 
your digestive tract—may not be the best subject, but 
it’s a hot topic in the health world lately. And for good 
reason: Over the past decade, research has brought 
to light how your gut microbiome (that’s what science 
types call it) plays a role in almost every aspect of 
health, including digestion, immunity, fat storage, and 
heart health.

Studies suggest a healthy gut may even help clear 
up skin conditions, such as eczema and acne, and 
may make you less susceptible to stress, anxiety, and 
depression—a finding that’s earned the microbiome 
the nickname “second brain.”

Like most things in life, it’s all about balance: You 
want the “good” bacteria (like lactobacillus) to out-
weigh the “bad” bacteria. If this balance is thrown off, 
it can lead to a compromised immune system, inflam-
mation, more fat storage, and other adverse effects.

Unfortunately, it’s not as easy as simply letting the 
good bacteria flourish. There’s a lot out of your con-
trol that affects your microbiome—such as where you 
live, where you were raised, and personal lifestyle. But 
there is one major way to influence your gut health 
that’s 100-percent in your control: what you eat.

Certainly, there are foods you should be eating 
(think: yogurt and fermented foods like kimchi or sau-
erkraut) to boost gut health. But there’s another im-
portant piece of the puzzle: Cutting back on particu-
lar foods is also crucial to ensure a happy homeostasis 
for those microscopic bugs. Here are the top three.

1. Conventional meats and poultry 

At some point, we’ve all taken a course of anti-
biotics, which are designed to do pretty much what 
it sounds like: kill bacteria. But antibiotics don’t dis-
criminate—they go after good and bad bacteria alike. 
While you shouldn’t refuse the meds your doc pre-
scribes, research shows consuming antibiotics when 
unnecessary can do serious damage to your gut flora.

If you’re eating meat from livestock that’s been 
treated with antibiotics, you may be exposed to ex-

tra antibiotics without realizing it, studies suggest.   
While the use of some antimicrobial drugs in livestock 
to treat diseases is approved by the FDA, concerns 
arise when they’re used to help animals gain weight 
or when drugs intended for human consumption are 
given to animals, which has been linked to antibiotic 
resistance in humans. These concerns have prompted 
some of the biggest poultry producers in the U.S., in-
cluding Perdue and Tyson, to resolve to curtail antibi-
otic use in their chickens.  

The best way to avoid antibiotic-raised meat? Buy 
organic, says Brooke Alpert, M.S., R.D., a Culturelle 
spokesperson. It’s pricier than the conventional kind, 
but you can make it easier on your wallet by going to 
a local butcher or farmer ’s market, or buying in bulk 
and freezing leftovers for later, Alpert says. “Natural” 
can also be less pricey and still “antibiotic free,” but 
not always. Do a little digging, Alpert suggests: “If the 
labeling says specifically ‘no hormones’ and ‘no anti-
biotics,’ you’re in the clear.”

2. Artificial sweeteners

If you thought fake sugar was a miracle sent from 
heaven to make all things sweeter sans calories, think 
again, Alpert says. Research suggests that sucralose—
the main ingredient in Splenda—can significantly al-
ter the balance of bacteria in the microbiome. In one 
small study, after consuming artificial sweeteners for 
just one week, many of the participants began to de-
velop glucose intolerance—the first step on a path 
to metabolic syndrome, diabetes, and a host of other 
health issues. “It’s scary that one food additive can 
have that big of an influence on your gut,” Alpert says.

And there are plenty of ways to sweeten things 
up without resorting to the fake stuff—here are 30 
smart substitutes. Not that we’re not giving you the 
go-ahead to eat all the real sugar you want: Since 
bad bacteria feed off sugars, a diet high in real sugars 
has also been linked to an off-balance microbiome, so 
you’ll still want to cut back on any kind of sweet stuff, 

Alpert says.  
Soy products
3. Genetically modified soy

While fermented soy is good for you, it may be 

wise to cut back on soy products that have been ge-
netically modified (GM)—and if you’re eating them in 
the U.S., they most likely have been, as 94 percent of 
soybeans in America are GM. GMO food is a point 
of contention in the national health conversation, but 
that’s another story altogether. The point here is that 
the herbicide used on GMO crops in the U.S. (a.k.a. 
Roundup) has been shown to kill off many species 
of beneficial gut bacteria in animals (but not enough 
evidence conclusively shows the same for humans). 
While research in this area is still ongoing, there aren’t 
many good reasons to choose to eat GM soy. It also 
contains phytic acid, which messes with digestion and 
has been linked to gastric issues, such as gas and 
bloating.

The bottom line
If you’ve been chowing down on conventional 

chicken, Splenda, and soy products on the reg, don’t 
freak out—it’s not the worst thing you can do for 
your health. But if you’ve been experiencing symp-
toms like wacky digestive issues (gas or bloating) or 
fatigue, these are signs that your gut isn’t as healthy 
as it could be, Alpert says. Get your bacteria back on 
track by cutting back on the above items, adding in 
beneficial foods for your gut, and taking a probiotic 
supplement.

(Source: greatist.com)

Antibiotics linked to double the risk 
of miscarriage in early pregnancy

New caregivers: 
What to expect
Family caregivers generally earn their job title in one of 
two ways. The first is what I call the “sneak up mode.” 
The second is “crisis mode.”

 Sneak-up mode

For me, caregiving began with an elderly neighbor 
who needed some assistance. This “assistance” turned 
into a five-year stint of elder care, closely followed by 
the ever increasing needs of six of my own family mem-
bers. For all but one of my elders – my dad whose 
failed brain surgery sent him into severe dementia – 
care needs gradually increased.

I can clearly remember the day when I finally woke 
up to the fact that I had a full-time job as a caregiver, 
even though, technically, I wasn’t “working” at the time. 
Had I had more family caregivers to communicate with, 
I may have realized earlier how much my caregiver role 
had slowly overtaken my life.

Would the knowledge have helped me understand 
that I needed to take better care of myself? I don’t 
know. Hindsight is interesting, but doesn’t change the 
past. My caregiving years started at a time when family 
caregiving wasn’t big news. You just did what you did, 
and there wasn’t a great deal of support – official or 
casual.

 Crisis mode

Since I was already heavily involved in family car-
egiving by the time my dad’s surgery sent him into 
instant dementia, the event, emotionally devastating as 
it was, didn’t change my caregiving situation all that 
much. Dad’s terrible outcome from the surgery just im-
mersed me deeper into my role.

Many people, however, are just living their lives – 
working their jobs, raising their children and visiting 
relatively healthy parents from time to time – when, 
bam! Out of the blue, Dad has a stroke. He’s hospital-
ized. He survives. However, he’s partially paralyzed, will 
need months of therapy, and will not likely ever be the 
same again. Caregivers experiencing these crisis events 
hit the graduate level of caregiving before they even 
have a chance to do undergraduate study.

No matter how you entered into your caregiving 
role, you will have to make changes in your life. There 
is a considerable amount of help these days through 
sites like AgingCare.com and many diseases specific 
websites, as well as your state website.

 Family caregiving recognized by profession-

als

Even the government website, Medicare.gov, has 
ramped up efforts to help family caregivers. I find this 
significant, since during my early days of caregiving the 
average doctor was very ready to dismiss the opinion 
of a family caregiver, or even considered the caregiver 
a nuisance. Certainly no government site was out to 
support the caregivers of our elderly and disabled.

So, yes, there is help out there. But where do you 
start? You must begin to plan if you are not going to 
undermine your own health while you care for others.

 Setting Boundaries

Setting boundaries has never come naturally to me 
when it comes to someone I love. Yet, I had to learn 
and so must you. If caregivers have no boundaries and 
just blindly do whatever is asked of them at all times, 
they may burnout before they know what’s happening.

Healthy emotional boundaries are important in 
helping the caregiver distinguish between his or her 
own needs and the needs of the person being cared 
for. Boundaries remind you and your loved one that 
your relationship is between two adults and that there 
need to be expectations of mutual respect and autono-
my for the relationship to be successful. set boundaries 
and make them clear.

 Be flexible as you settle in

If you’ve been in crisis mode, after the crisis settles 
down and you’ve figured out some kind of care plan 
you will likely need to tweak your boundaries. Naturally, 
if your dad has another stroke, you’re not going to say, 
“I’m done for the day. Someone else handle this.” Life 
happens. However, even long-term caregiving will shift 
as life moves forward and the care receiver ’s needs 
increase. This is the time when, if you haven’t done so 
before, you’ll likely need to get outside help.

 Research types of help for different needs

* There are ways to get help with caregiving, though 
not as many as we’d like. Many are expensive. Still, or-
ganizations such as Catholic Charities offer the help 
of people who can sit with your elder while you do 
errands.

* Your state website will have a version of the Na-
tional Family Caregiver Support Program, where you 
can contact people who have been in your shoes. Go 
to your state website, type “aging” in the search box, 
and you should find some state resources.

* Talk with other caregivers through support groups 
either online or in person. The AgingCare.com com-
munity is a great place to start!

* The Alzheimer ’s Association offers a broad range 
of support and can answer many of your questions.

* Your local hospital, your local religious organiza-
tions and even nursing homes will likely have lists of 
in-person support groups you can attend.

* Online sites are fantastic, in that most caregivers 
are pressed for time and many have a hard time get-
ting to a group meeting.

The point is, get support from other caregivers. Ask 
people who have been in the trenches what they did 
that worked, what they did that they’d do differently, 
and what they advise. Then, take a look at your bound-
aries, do more soul searching, and get some help.

You need to look inward to yourself as much as out-
ward to your loved one. If you develop severe caregiv-
er health problems, you may not be able to help this 
person you have nearly given your life for. Put on your 
oxygen mask before your put one on the person you 
love. If you don’t, you both may go down.

(Source: agingcare.com)
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Qualcomm to announce 
two other Snapdragon 63x 
models alongside 660 

Huawei Watch 2 arrives in 
the UK

Nokia confirms global 
launch timeframe 

OnePlus 5 listed with 
specs and $449 
price tag

Samsung Galaxy S8 
corners are very fragile, 
drop tests reveal

New leak reveals 
Honor 9 is ditching the 
headphone jack

Qualcomm will be holding an event on May 
9 to announce its Snapdragon 660 chipset 
as per the event invitations that were sent to 
the press. The Snapdragon 660 will ultimately 
succeed the 652, but two other chip models will 
be announced at the event, according to two 
leakers on Twitter.

The Chinese leaker claims that along with the 
Snapdragon 660, Qualcomm will also announce the 
Snapdragon 630 and 635.

(Source: droidholic)

Huawei introduced its first smartwatch in two years at 
MWC in Barcelona this February and the device is now 
making its way to the store shelves in the UK. 

Retailers will have the Watch 2 from May 17. The 
sporty non-LTE device in Carbon Black is priced £329, 
its 4G sibling goes for £379, again in Carbon Black. 
The classic version is the most expensive one with a 
price tag of £409.

(Source: gsmarena)

Nokia released a Star Wars-themed teaser that fea-
tured all four upcoming Nokia devices, including the 
rebooted Nokia 3310. The Nokia 3 and Nokia 5 are 
chilling with Andy the Android robot when they start 
getting shot at. The Nokia 6 comes (as if Darth Vader) 
and says “I am your father”. That’s when the Nokia 
3310 says “I AM THE FATHER OF YOU ALL!” 

The UK won’t see any Nokia devices until later in 
June. Spain is getting the 3310 on May 15 while the 
EU will get it sometime in May

(Source: phandroid)

OppoMart has listed the OnePlus 5, complete with 
specs and a retail price of $449.00. The image used is 
the same leaked render of a black model with a dual-
camera. Though, this model is still alleged and final 
hardware could look different.

New leak also suggests the phone will have a larger 
3,600 mAh battery, and there may be an 8GB model 
available as well.

(Source: oppomart)

The Galaxy S8 is gorgeous but the Infinity Display 
takes away some rigidity. German testers from test.de 
have put the Samsung flagship in their special testing 
drum, and it broke faster than other devices.

The rounded corners of the Galaxy S8 proved to be 
a weak point. The phone got a shattered Gorilla Glass 
5 after just 50 falls.

Test.de suggests you use a case, but that will take 
away the premium design feeling that is a big part of 
the Galaxy S8 package.

(Source: test.de)

a leak comes from The Tech Point have revealed a ren-
der of the alleged Honor 9 in a black variant. 

The underside view is a perfectly symmetrical setup of 
a USB-C sport straddling between two identical grilles (the 
loudspeaker on the Honor 8 has the same number of holes, 
seven): one for the in-call mic and the other is a loudspeak-
er. This would, of course, mean that the supposed device 
featured in these renders will not be sporting a 3.5mm 
headphone jack.                             (Source: thetechpoint)

DeepMap, a new mapping startup 
for the fledgling autonomous vehicle 
industry, has raised $25 million in 
a series A round led by Accel, with 
participation from existing seed-stage 
investors Andreessen Horowitz and GSR 
Ventures, which had previously invested 
around $7 million in the company.

Not a great deal was known about 
DeepMap prior to now, but the Palo 
Alto-based company, which was 
founded early last year, has a number 
of notable people at the helm, including 
CEO James Wu, who previously worked 
at Google, Apple, and Baidu on mapping 
products; CTO Mark Wheeler, who 
also worked at Google as a software 
engineer and Apple as a senior scientist; 
and COO Wei Luo, who previously 
served as product manager across a 
number of Google projects, including 
Maps and Earth.

Put simply, DeepMap has some 
experienced and knowledgeable people 
leading its push into the self-driving car 
realm.

DeepMap’s underlying technology 
helps automotive firms get up to 
speed, so to speak, in terms of bringing 
autonomous cars onto roads around the 
world. DeepMap provides the software 
that gives them accurate high-definition 
mapping and real-time localization, as 
well as the necessary infrastructure to 
support the rolling out of the technology 

to cars at scale. In effect, DeepMap 
serves as the eyes and the brain needed 
to make cars autonomous; it maps the 
environment, tells the vehicle where 
it is in relation to the environment, 
and shares this information with other 
vehicles on the DeepMap platform.

There are a growing number of 
players working to power the self-driving 
car revolution. Mobileye is a computer 
vision firm specializing in autonomous 
cars too, and it was recently snapped 
up by Intel for $15.3 billion. Last year, 
General Motors (GM) snapped up 
Cruise Automation for more than $1 
billion, while Ford recently committed 

to buying a majority stake in a similar 
startup called Argo AI for $1 billion.

Other players in the field include Civil 
Maps and TetraVue, which have both 
raised venture capital investment over 
the past year.

The problem these companies 
are trying to solve is this: For cars to 
maneuver through traffic and hazardous 
conditions at high speeds, they must be 
aware of the conditions around them — 
and given the speeds at which they’re 
traveling, there isn’t a great deal of time 
to “think.” This is why quality maps and 
cameras capable of processing detailed 
imagery at speed and distances is key if 

the self-driving car industry is to reach 
its full potential — just as humans need 
to use their eyes, ears, and brains to 
navigate roads, so do cars.

“Our goal is to help make self-
driving cars and trucks drive safely 
and make them a reality as quickly as 
possible,” explained Wu. “The societal 
implications of integrating self-driving 
vehicles into the transportation 
ecosystem are considerable — from 
more independence for the elderly, the 
young, and the handicapped to saving 
many lives and making commuting a 
more meaningful use of time. But to get 
there, we need precise mapping and 
localization technology that is purpose-
built from the ground up and ensures 
the highest possible safety, performance, 
and operating efficiency. Solving this 
challenge to a point where it’s safely 
deployable in the real world is very hard, 
time-consuming, and expensive.”

For fully autonomous cars to be 
realized, the automotive and technology 
industries must converge, and this is why 
we’re seeing more partnerships come 
to the fore, either through acquisitions, 
investments, or simply collaborations.

With a total of $32 million raised 
since its inception, DeepMap said that it 
now plans to “optimize” its HD mapping 
and localization platform and double 
down on its efforts to hire top technical 
mapping talent.

(Source: venturebeat)

DeepMap is mapping the 
future for self-driving cars

10 hot titles of IT world

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed by 
savvy tech users:

Nissan puts Signal Shield to reduce smartphone 
distraction at the wheel.

The company’s concept solution is called Signal Shield and 
represents a modified armrest compartment, covered with 
conductive wire mesh material, which blocks all cellular, 
Bluetooth, or Wi-Fi signals, thus preventing the drivers from 
being distracted by their smartphones.

iPhone supplier Imagination Technologies says Apple 
can’t make GPUs without infringing its patents.

The company is starting a formal dispute resolution procedure 
with Apple, hoping that the Tim Cook-led corporation will 
agree to license some of its graphics patents.

Qualcomm aims to ban iPhone imports in the US.
The San Diego-based enterprise launched a 

lawsuit against Apple, claiming that it made its chips look 
inferior to Intel’s.

Google Docs users hit with sophisticated phishing 
attack in their inboxes.

Deceptive invite to edit a Google Doc appeared to be 
spreading rapidly, and users were taken to a legitimate 
Google sign-in screen if they clicked it.

Microsoft releases new Windows 10 preview 
with PDF Reader features, Windows Defender 

Application Guard.
Microsoft today released a new Windows 10 preview for 
PCs with both new features and improvements. The main 
additions include new PDF Reader features, Windows 
Defender Application Guard for enterprise users, and various 
improvements to settings.

The Apple iPad remained the most popular tablet 
in the world during Q1; Samsung draws nearer.

Samsung was second with 6 million tablets shipped in the 
first quarter, a 1.1% decline from the number of slates it 
shipped during the same period last year.

Google has just confirmed that the Android Nougat 
Beta Program is complete and that no new builds 

will be pushed to Pixel and Nexus devices in the future. But 
that doesn’t mean that your Google phone won’t receive any 
major OS update this year if not too old.

Google had killed the Map Maker in the Maps 
application at the end of March. However, starting 

this week, a new option is available to all Google Maps users 
on both the Android and iOS platforms, the ability to edit roads, 
which is supposed to replace the now defunct Map Maker.

Apple tops Fitbit and Xiaomi to become number 
one in global wearable shipments during Q1.

During the three month quarter that started in January and 
ended in March, global shipments of wearables rose 21% 
from 18 million to 22 million units year-over-year. 

Refurbished Galaxy Note 7’s launch is just around 
the corner, as the phablet gains FCC’s approval.
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Don’t buy the iPhone 7 in 
Turkey
Deutsche Bank pinpointed Turkey as the place where you’ll 
have to plunk down the equivalent of $1210 US dollars to 
buy a 128GB iPhone 7. Suddenly, $815 for the same model in 
the US seems like a fair deal, no? Unfortunately, the price in 

Turkey is driven by factors like political instability and the US 
dollar ’s appreciation against global currencies – particularly 
the Turkish lira. So this price inflation is a very unfortunate 
side effect of the world going its own mysterious way.

(Source: phonearena)

Microsoft is bringing bots 
to Bing search results
It appears bots will soon be integrated into Bing search re-

sults, and this news will likely 
be announced next week at 
Build, an annual Microsoft 
developer conference taking 
place this year May 10-12 in 
Seattle.

Multiple news outlets are 
reporting from anonymous 
sources that bots are coming 
to Bing, but verification can be 
found in the Build schedule, 
which includes a session titled 
“Chatbots on Bing.com.” The 
session invites developers to 
“learn how chatbots enhance 
the Bing experience and how 

you can add your custom bots to Bing.com.”
(Source: MSPoweruser)

By Alireza Khorasani

The U.S. Department of Justice has begun a criminal 
investigation into Uber Technologies Inc’s use of a software 
tool that helped its drivers evade local transportation 
regulators, two sources familiar with the situation said.

Uber has acknowledged the software, known as 
“Greyball,” helped it identify and circumvent government 
officials who were trying to clamp down on Uber in areas 
where its service had not yet been approved, such as 

Portland, Oregon.
The company prohibited the use of Greyball for this 

purpose shortly after the New York Times revealed its 
existence in March, saying the program was created 
to check ride requests to prevent fraud and safeguard 
drivers. The Times report triggered a barrage of negative 
publicity for the company.

(Source: Reuters)

Uber reportedly under investigation over use of software to evade authorities



The recording starts with the patter of a summer squall. 
Later, a drifting tone like that of a not-quite-tuned-in ra-
dio station rises and for a while drowns out the patter.

These are the sounds encountered by NASA’s Cassini 
spacecraft as it dove through the gap between Saturn 
and its innermost ring on April 26, the first of 22 such en-
counters before it will plunge into Saturn’s atmosphere 
in September.

What Cassini did not detect were many of the colli-
sions of dust particles hitting the spacecraft as it passed 
through the plane of the rings.

“You can hear a couple of clicks,” said William S. Kurth, 
a research scientist at the University of Iowa who is the 
principal investigator for Cassini’s radio and plasma sci-
ence instrument.

The few dust hits that were recorded sounded like 
the small pops caused by dust on a LP record, he said. 
What he had expected was something more like the din 
of “driving through Iowa in a hailstorm,” Dr. Kurth said.

 70,000 miles per hour
Since Cassini had not passed through this region 

before, scientists and engineers did not know for cer-
tain what it would encounter. Cassini would be traveling 
at more than 70,000 miles per hour as it passed within 
2,000 miles of the cloud tops, and a chance hit with a 

sand grain could be trouble.
The analysis indicated that the chances of such a 

collision were slim, but still risky enough that mission 
managers did not send Cassini here until the mission’s 
final months. As a better-safe-than-sorry precaution, the 
spacecraft was pointed with its big radio dish facing for-
ward, like a shield.

Not only was there nothing catastrophic, there was 
hardly anything at all. The few clicking sounds were 
generated by dust the size of cigarette smoke par-

ticles about a micron, or one-25,000th of an inch, in 
diameter.

Cassini did not actually hear any sounds. It is, after 
all, flying through space where there is no air and thus 
no vibrating air molecules to convey sound waves. But 
space is full of radio waves, recorded by Dr. Kurth’s in-
strument, and those waves, just like the ones bouncing 
through the Earth’s atmosphere to broadcast the songs 
of Bruno Mars, Beyoncé and Taylor Swift, can be con-
verted into audible sounds.

Dr. Kurth said the background patter was likely oscil-
lations of charged particles in the upper part of Saturn’s 
ionosphere where atoms are broken apart by solar and 
cosmic radiation. The louder tones were almost certainly 
“whistler mode emissions” when the charged particles 
oscillate in unison.

Upon hitting Cassini, the dust and a bit of the space-
craft vaporize in small clouds of ultrahot gas where elec-
trons are ripped away from atoms and generate radio 
waves.

The actual physics is still somewhat contentious. 
“People aren’t really sure what they’re seeing,” said Sigrid 
Close, an associate professor of aeronautics and astro-
nautics at Stanford.

(Source: The NYT)

Putting babies in front of iPads before the age of two 
stunts speech development, a new study suggests.

In Britain children under the age of three spend an 
average of 44 minutes a day using smartphones and 
tablets but it is the first time researchers have shown it 
can impact language skills.

Researchers from the University of Toronto and The 
Hospital For Sick Children in Toronto found that every 
30 minutes of screen time increased the risk of delayed 
speech by 49 percent.

By the age of two to three, infants should be able to 
communicate in sentences of between three and four 
words. But those who spent the most time on handheld 
devices were found to struggle with communication 
skills.

Although guidelines exist for screen time, many par-
ents do not realize that it also applies to handheld de-
vices, the authors warn.

“Handheld devices are everywhere these days,” said 
Dr. Catherine Birken, staff pediatrician at The Hospital for 

Sick Children.
“While new pediatric guidelines suggest limiting 

screen time for babies and toddlers, we believe that the 
use of smartphones and tablets with young children has 
become quite common.

“This is the first study to report an association be-
tween handheld screen time and increased risk of ex-

pressive language delay.”
The study involved nearly 900 children aged between 

six months and two years and was presented at 2017 
Pediatric Academic Societies Meeting in San Francisco.

Dr. Birken said all screen media should be discour-
aged in children younger than 18 months.

A recent study by University College London found 
that screen time can also impact the sleep of infants, and 
possibly harm brain development.

The British study found that every hour infants spent 
on such devices was linked to a 16 minutes less sleep.  
Sleep is important for the development of the brain, es-
pecially during the first few years of life, when “neural 
plasticity” is at its greatest.

The researchers believe that blue light from screens 
can affect the bodyclock, disrupting circadian rhythms 
while the stimulation caused by the content of the 
games or programs can cause psychological and phys-
iological arousal.

(Source: The Telegraph)

The sounds of the natural world are be-
ing overwhelmed by the blare of human 
activity, even in protected wildlife areas, 
new research has revealed.

The racket is not only harming people’s en-
joyment of natural havens, which are known 
to have significant benefits for both physical 
and mental health, but it is also affecting wild-
life, with animals less able to escape predators 
and birds less able to find mates.

Scientists used over one million hours 
of sound recordings from 492 locations 
in protected areas in the US to calculate 
that in about two-thirds of places, the 
noise pollution from human activities was 
double the background sound levels. A 
fifth of the protected areas suffered hu-
man noise levels that were 10 times back-
ground levels, the researchers found.

“Next time you go for a walk in the 
woods, pay attention to the sounds you 
hear – the flow of a river, wind through 
the trees, singing birds, bugling elk. These 
acoustic resources are just as magnificent 
as visual ones, and deserve our protection,” 
said Rachel Buxton, at Colorado State Uni-
versity and who led the study published in 

the journal Science on Thursday.
“They make us feel good and are im-

portant for our physical and emotional 
wellbeing,” she said. “We actually have 
research that shows that natural sounds 
improve our mood, increase our memory 
retention and restore our senses.”

Animals use noise for many essential 
functions, such as dodging predators, 
finding food and mates and maintain-
ing relationships in social groups, Buxton 
said: “So not being able to hear these 
sounds has serious consequences.”

 Impact of noise
The impact of noise can cascade 

across entire ecosystems, she said, even 
leading to effects on plants as the wild-
life that interact with them changes. “Al-
though plants can’t hear, many animals 
that disperse seeds or pollinate flowers 
can hear, and are known to be affected 
by noise,” said Buxton, adding that plant 
grazers could also become more abun-
dant if noise drives their predators away.

The researchers identified the key 
causes of noise pollution as roads and 
air traffic, settlements and the extrac-

tive industries, such as forestry, fracking 
and mining. With a tenfold increase in 
background noise, as found in a fifth of 
the protected areas, natural sounds that 
would have been detectable 100m away 
can only be heard when 10m away.

In the areas defined as wilderness, 
which are meant to entirely to be “un-
trammeled by man”, according to US 
law, 12% still experienced a doubling of 
background noise due to human activi-

ties. The problem of noise also seriously 
affected the habitat of endangered spe-
cies, such as the San Marcos salamander 
and San Bernardino kangaroo rat.

Such techniques, already in place in 
some protected areas, include provid-
ing shuttle services to cut back on visitor 
traffic and confining noise into specific 
corridors by aligning flight patterns over 
roads. 

(Source: The Guardian)

Materials science is taking a new direc-
tion as using raw, outer space elements 
to create construction masonries is lead-
ing the research front. Just recently, re-
searchers have accidentally discovered 
how to make bricks using Martian soil. 
And now, another group of researchers 
has successfully printed lunar bricks using 
moondust and solar heat.      

3D printed brick using moondust and 
solar heat Engineers from the European 
Space Agency (ESA) have managed to 
3D print a triangular lunar brick using 
simulated moondust and concentrated 
sunlight. The research proves in princi-
ple that it is possible for lunar colonists 
to build habitats on the Earth’s moon in 
the future. 

A 3D printer table baked successive 
0.1mm layers of moondust at a scorch-
ing heat of 1,000 degrees C. The iter-
ative 3D printing process took around 
five hours to complete a 20 x 10 x 3 
cm of brick. ESA engineers have used 
processed terrestrial volcanic material 
to simulate the composition and grain 
sizes of real lunar dust.

To simulate the sun’s intense heat, the 
solar furnace located at the German Aer-
ospace Center (DLR) facility in Cologne is 
utilized. The lunar soil grains are melted 
together using 147 curved mirrors to fo-
cus the sunlight into a high-temperature 

beam. However, when the sun’s intensity 
in Europe is insufficient, a simulated sun 
called Synlight can take over and do the 
job. 

The 3D printed bricks possess strength 
similar to that of gypsum which will be 
subjected to detailed mechanical test-

ing. But the engineers are faced with one 
technical issue, some of the bricks inev-
itably warped around the edges as the 
perimeter cools faster than the center. 
Advenit Makaya, the materials engineer 
overseeing the project for ESA, addresses 
this problem.

 The printing speed
“We’re looking how to manage this 

effect, perhaps by occasionally accelerat-
ing the printing speed so that less heat 
accumulates within the brick”.

One potential application of the lunar 
brick is to construct an ambitious mul-
ti-dome base on the moon to protect 
occupants from space radiation and mi-
crometeoroids.

Like many novel research findings, 
these 3D printed lunar bricks proves that 
it is possible to create construction mate-
rials using elements from the moon. “For 
now this project is a proof of concept, 
showing that such a lunar construction 
method is indeed feasible”, says Advenit.

A new research field by ESA called the 
RegoLight project aims to further devel-
op 3D printing technologies and meth-
odologies to process lunar regoliths. The 
project will make use of the sun’s infinite 
source of energy to bind the loose lay-
er of dust, soil, and broken rocks on the 
Moon’s surface so they can be used to 
fabricate building elements. It is envis-
aged to carry out long periods of lunar 
missions in the future and it will only be 
possible if settlements or habitats are 
built. Advenit adds the important role of 
RegoLight in the future of validation of 
3D printed lunar bricks.

(Source: Interesting Engineering)

Decades of data on world’s 
oceans reveal a troubling 
oxygen decline
A new analysis of decades of data on oceans across the globe 
has revealed that the amount of dissolved oxygen contained 
in the water - an important measure of ocean health - has 
been declining for more than 20 years.

Researchers at Geor-
gia Institute of Technol-
ogy looked at a historic 
dataset of ocean infor-
mation stretching back 
more than 50 years and 
searched for long term 
trends and patterns. They 
found that oxygen levels 
started dropping in the 
1980s as ocean tempera-
tures began to climb.

The “oxygen in 
oceans has dynamic 
properties, and its con-
centration can change 
with natural climate var-
iability,” said Taka Ito, an associate professor in Georgia Tech’s 
School of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences who led the re-
search. The “important aspect of our result is that the rate 
of global oxygen loss appears to be exceeding the level of 
nature’s random variability.”

The study, which was published April in Geophysical Research 
Letters, was sponsored by the National Science Foundation and 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

Falling oxygen levels in water have the potential to im-
pact the habitat of marine organisms worldwide and in recent 
years led to more frequent “hypoxic events” that killed or dis-
placed populations of fish, crabs and many other organisms.

Researchers have for years anticipated that rising wa-
ter temperatures would affect the amount of oxygen in the 
oceans, since warmer water is capable of holding less dis-
solved gas than colder water. But the data showed that ocean 
oxygen was falling more rapidly than the corresponding rise 
in water temperature.

The “trend of oxygen falling is about two to three times 
faster than what we predicted from the decrease of solubility 
associated with the ocean warming,” Ito said. 

(Source: EurekAlert)

Myanmar coal plant growth 
could kill 280,000: study
Myanmar’s plans to grow the country’s desperately needed 
but polluting coal-fired power plants could kill more than a 
quarter of a million people in the coming decades, environ-
mentalists said Thursday.

The country’s air is among the dirtiest in the world and 
pollution is only expected to worsen as the economy opens 
up after decades of isolation under the former junta.

A new study by Harvard University and Greenpeace warned 
that the government’s plans to expand its current network of 
two coal-fired plants to 10 could have a major human toll.

Six of its cities already have higher counts of dangerous 
microscopic particles known as PM10 than China’s famously 
smog-filled capital Beijing, according to 2016 data from the 
World Health Organization.

“These plans do not take into account the human health 
costs when making choices about the country’s energy fu-
ture,” Lauri Millyvirta, from Greenpeace, said.

The extra pollution would likely cause more than 7,000 
premature deaths a year, totaling 280,000 over the 40-year 
operating life of the eight new planned plants and the two 
operating ones, it predicted.

Half would be in Myanmar and the rest in neighboring 
countries, mainly Thailand and China but also other parts of 
Southeast Asia, the study found.

The pollution would likely increase the risk of heart at-
tacks, breathing problems and lung infections.

Myanmar has made coal-fired plants a cornerstone of a 
government plan to provide electricity to its entire population 
of more than 50 million people by 2030.

(Source: AFP)

De Beers says it could 
operate carbon-neutral 
mine within half a decade
The Anglo American Plc unit plans to store carbon-dioxide 
in kimberlite rock -- a type of ore best known for containing 
diamonds, but which also naturally reacts with carbon to re-
move it from the atmosphere. By accelerating that process 
and using readily available waste rock, De Beers could offset 
the emissions from its mines, according to Evelyn Mervine, 
who’s leading the research project for the company.

While mineral carbonation isn’t a new idea, kimberlite offers ide-
al properties for storing very large volumes of carbon, Mervine said. 
De Beers has vast amounts of previously mined waste rock stored 
in so-called tailings dams above ground at its mines. Depending on 
how the research progresses, De Beers could eventually offset more 
emissions than it produces, she said.

“There will be key learnings from this that can be used 
in larger bodies of rock that can be found throughout the 
world,” she said.

De Beers is looking at removing carbon dioxide from pow-
er generators at its mines by piping the gas through a fluid 
that can then be injected into the kimberlite waste rock and 
stored safely, Mervine said. It’s also studying the potential to 
spread waste rock more thinly to increase carbon extraction 
from the atmosphere.

Carbon capture and storage is seen as key to tackling cli-
mate change, by removing pollution from the atmosphere 
that would otherwise be spewed out by power generators 
and industry. Yet progress in developing the technology has 
been slow and expensive.

(Source: The Bloomberg)
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The ‘sounds’ of space as NASA’s Cassini dives by Saturn

Tablets and smartphones damage toddlers’ speech development 

Noise pollution is drowning out nature even in protected areas: study

Researchers 3D print lunar bricks 
using moondust and solar heat

The 3D printed bricks possess strength similar to 
that of gypsum which will be subjected to detailed 

mechanical testing.
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Ilam province, western Iran, covers an area of 
19,086 square kilometers and include Ilam, Mehran, 
Dehloran, Darreh Shahr, Sarable, Eyvan, Abdanan and 
Arkwaz cities. 

It shares its borders with three provinces of 
Khuzestan in the south, Lorestan in the east, and 
Kermanshah in the north. Ilam has also 425 kilometers 
of common border with Iraq in the west. 

The province’s weather is hot and dry during 
summer and is temperate in winter. Ilam boasts 
beautiful spring nature. 

The capital city of the province is Ilam. The city is 
bounded by mountains and forests and benefits from 
mountainous weather. Ancient castles, channels and 
river beds in mountainous nature make attractions 
for those who visit the place, especially during spring 
when all over the place is covered with green.

Zingan Strait, located 52km southwest of Ilam, is actually known as the Zingan 
cave in Ilam. The best time for travelling to the place is spring and summer.

The beautiful waterfalls astonish visitors of Ilam Province’s nature during 
spring time 

Razianeh Strait formed from limestone and calcium carbonate compounds. 
It is a fantastic case study not only for the lovers of geomorphology, but also 
for living nature lovers because of endemic and migrating birds and reptiles! 

Due to its fresh and cool weather, the 6km-long Zingan Strait is called 
‘heavenly cave’.

One must pass through water while visiting Zingan Strait in different parts.

The long and large river of Seimareh in southwestern Iran, which is called Karkheh in the lower part, flows through the eastern margin of the province. 
Its main streams are Gamasiab, Qara Sou, Chenareh, Kashkan and another stream that originates from Kamyaran and Mahidash heights.

Ilam, the land 
of fascinating 

cliffs 
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vendors who intend to participate in the A/M tender are requested to 
send their resume & tendency letter via fax / mail to the following 
address not later than 14 days after the second announcement.
The applicants should have relevant background in supplying the 
required goods and capability to provide a bid bond of Euro …….. / 
Rls ……. in favor of NISOC.
Iranian vendors shall submit their resume acc . to forms nos . 01,02 
and 03 which are 
Available at www.shana.ir and www.nisoc.ir

Foreign Purchasing Dept.
Kouy – e – Fadaeian Islam (New site) Bldg No. 104, ahwaz Iran

Tel / Fax No.: +98-61-34457437,2263256

Public Relations
WWW.NISOC.IR    WWW.SHANA.IR    http://IETS.MPORG IR

PERMIT NO.: 1396.327
TENDER NO .: 31-88217-53-066

National Iranian South Oilfields 
Company intends to purchase the following goods:

 
Quantity DESCRIPTION Item 

 
12/391 LE 

 
LINE PIPE APL 5L GRADE X52 PSL 2, SEAMLESS BLACK 
ACCORDING TO IPS-M-P1-190(3) SUPPLEMENTED TO AP 5L, 45 th 
EDITION2012, BASIC OXYGEN ORELECTRIC FURNACE PROCESS 
FULLY KILLED & FINE GRAIN IN RANDOM LENGTHS OF. M, 
FROM MIN. 10M TO MAX 12.8, AVG 11.6M.
6IN, 168.3MM. OD. WT 7.92 MM

 
01 

8/620 LE 
 

LINE PIPE APL 5L GRADE X52 PSL 2, SEAMLESS BLACK 
ACCORDING TO IPS-M-P1-190(3) SUPPLEMENTED TO AP 5L, 45 th 
ED ITION 2012, BASIC OXYGEN ORELECTRIC FURNACE 
PROCESS FULLY KILLED & FINE GRAIN IN RANDOM LENGTHS 
OF. M. FROM MIN. 10M TO MAX 12.8, AVG 11.6M.
6 IN, 168.3 MM. OD.SCH.40 WT.7.1 MM

02 



North Korea on Friday accused the CIA 
(Central Intelligence Agency) of plotting 
with South Korea to assassinate Leader 
Kim Jong-Un, amid soaring tensions in 
the flashpoint region.

The CIA and Seoul’s Intelligence 
Services have “hatched a vicious plot” 
involving unspecified “biochemical sub-
stances” to kill the hermit state’s young 
leader during public ceremonial events in 
Pyongyang, the Ministry of State Security 
said.

For the CIA “assassination by use of 
biochemical substances including radi-
oactive substance and nano poisonous 
substance is the best method that does 
not require access to the target, their le-
thal results will appear after six or twelve 
months,” the Ministry said in a statement 
carried by state media.

The accusation comes as Pyongyang 
issues increasingly belligerent rhetoric in 
a tense standoff with the administration 
of the United States President Donald 
Trump over its rogue weapons program.

The war of words between the West 
and the reclusive regime has spiked in re-
cent weeks, and Pyongyang has threat-
ened to carry out a sixth nuclear test that 
would further inflame tensions.

The CIA and Seoul’s Intelligence Ser-
vices (IS) have “ideologically corrupted 
and bribed a DPRK (Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea) citizen surnamed Kim” 
to carry out the attack on Jong-Un, the 
statement said.

“We will ferret out and mercilessly de-
stroy to the last one the terrorists of the 
U.S. CIA and the puppet IS of South Ko-
rea,” the statement said, adding that the 
plot was tantamount to “the declaration 

of a war”.
“The heinous crime, which was recent-

ly uncovered and smashed in the DPRK, 
is a kind of terrorism against not only the 
DPRK but the justice and conscience of 
humankind and an act of mangling the 
future of humankind.”

The statement did not give any in-
formation on how the plot was foiled or 
what happened to the alleged spy.

North Korea maintains extensive sur-
veillance operations over its own popula-
tion, and open dissent against the regime 
is considered extremely difficult.

 IAEA chief: North Korea contin-
ues nuclear test efforts

The United Nations atomic agency 
has expressed concern about the nucle-

ar program of North Korea, saying sat-
ellite imagery suggests that the country 
is moving ahead with its nuclear efforts.

In an interview published on Thurs-
day, Yukiya Amano, head of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), told 
German daily newspaper Sueddeutsche 
Zeitung that the agency has “concrete 
information that the unclear program is 
going ahead just as North Korea is pub-
licly stating”.

The IAEA is basing its conclusions on 
satellite surveillance of the communist 
country, as its inspectors were evicted 
from North Korea in 2009. 

Inspectors have since continued to 
collect and evaluate information from 
satellite imagery, open-source and 

trade-related information.
“All available clues show that North 

Korea is making progress, and that wor-
ries us,” Amano added, pointing out that 
the security risks would apply beyond the 
region.

On Thursday, United States-based 
analysts also said that satellite images 
provided to them indicated that activity 
had resumed at North Korea’s nuclear 
test site.

Pyongyang says it has conducted five 
nuclear weapons tests since 2006. Two of 
them are supposed to have taken place 
last year. Furthermore, the country is re-
peatedly breaching United Nations reso-
lutions and testing various missiles.

On Monday its foreign ministry 
warned that the country was prepared to 
carry out a nuclear test “at any time and 
at any location” set by its leadership.

The U.S. President Donald Trump 
has been trying to increase pressure on 
North Korea and is counting on China’s 
support to do so.

Trump said that all options were on 
the table in the case of Pyongyang, but 
lately toned down his statements, men-
tioning he would even be inclined to 
meet North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong-un, 
under certain conditions.

Amid tensions and belligerent rhetoric 
from North Korea, the U.S. test-fired an 
unarmed ballistic missile from an airbase 
in California.

The Minuteman 3 is an intercontinen-
tal missile capable of transporting nucle-
ar warheads. The U.S. air force has about 
450 such weapons, part of its nuclear 
arsenal.

(Source: agencies)
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Latin American nations 
denounce Venezuela 
crackdown
Eight Latin American nations, including Mexico, Argentina 
and Brazil, have collectively denounced Venezuela’s “exces-
sive use of force” against civilian protesters after the death 
toll from anti-government unrest in the country rose to 36.

The group of nations, also including Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Guatemala, Honduras and Paraguay, condemned the 
increase in violence in the oil-producing country and urged 
its government to respect the human rights of its citizens.

“We condemn the excessive use of force by Venezuelan 
authorities against civilians who are protesting government 
measures that affect democratic stability and cause the loss 
of human life,” the countries said, according to a statement 
from the Mexican government.

Costa Rica said late on Thursday that it had recalled its 
highest-level diplomat in Venezuela, charge d’affaires Ana Pa-
tricia Villalobos, for consultations.

Protesters are demanding immediate presidential elec-
tions and blame Maduro for an economic crisis that has led 
to shortages of food, medicine and basic goods in the South 
American nation. 

Maduro accuses the opposition of attempting a coup, and 
has responded with an initiative to rewrite the constitution.

More than 400 people have been injured and over 1,000 
arrested since the unrest began in early April.

 Leopoldo Lopez’s family rattled by health rumors
Meantime, supporters of jailed Venezuelan opposition 

leader Leopoldo Lopez have held a vigil outside his prison 
demanding to see him after rumors about his health rattled 
the protest-hit country.

Lopez’s wife and mother rushed to a military hospital in 
Caracas and then the hilltop Ramo Verde jail overnight to 
Thursday, after a journalist tweeted Lopez had been taken to 
a medical center without vital signs.

President Nicolas Maduro’s leftist government, facing a wave 
of major opposition protests since last month, later issued a 
short “proof of life” video in which Lopez said he was fine.

Officials accused Lopez’s family of stirring up a media fren-
zy to get attention and further stoke the protests.

“Today is May 3, it’s 9pm. ... I’m sending a message to my 
family and my children that I am well,” said Lopez, 46, stand-
ing cross-armed in front of cell bars and looking healthy in a 
sleeveless white T-shirt.

But Lopez’s wife Lilian Tintori, who says she has not been 
allowed to see him in over a month, rejected the video as 
“false” and spent the night outside the jail.

“The only proof of life that we will accept is to see Leop-
oldo,” she tweeted, as she and Lopez’s mother faced a line of 
green-clad National Guard soldiers at the prison. They later 
rotated out with some supporters to get sleep.

Protests continued on Thursday, in the capital Caracas and 
elsewhere.

Gunfire erupted at a student gathering in El Tigre, a city 
southeast of Caracas, leaving Juan Lopez, 33, dead and three 
others injured, according to the chief prosecutor’s office.

Preliminary reports indicate an assailant fired at the stu-
dent leader towards the end of the meeting and then fled on 
a motorcycle. 

His death brought to at least 37 the number killed in Ven-
ezuela’s ongoing political turmoil, including protesters, gov-
ernment supporters, bystanders and security officials.

Earlier on Thursday, authorities announced a 38-year-old 
police officer in the central state of Carabobo had died of his 
injuries after being shot during a Wednesday protest that had 
hundreds of thousands of people on the street nationwide.

Venezuelans were shaken by the rumors over Leopoldo 
Lopez,who is Venezuela’s most prominent imprisoned poli-
tician. He was jailed in 2014 during the last major round of 
protests.

The United States-educated economist and leader of 
the hardline Popular Will party is accused of inciting vio-
lence, and in 2015 was sentenced to almost 14 years be-
hind bars.

The government says he is a dangerous agitator, pointing 
to his involvement in a brief 2002 coup against the late Hugo 
Chavez, when Lopez even helped arrest a cabinet minister.

“They’re inventing that something or other has been done 
to Leopoldo to put together a big, pretty show, so that we 
forget the 43 deaths he caused,” said Socialist Party No. 2 
Diosdado Cabello, in reference to those killed during unrest 
in 2014.

(Source: agencies)

U.S. intercepts Russian 
bombers, fighter jets off 
Alaska
Two United States fighter jets intercepted four Russian aircraft 
off the coast of Alaska on Wednesday, including two Russian 
fighter jets, for the first time in years, North American Aero-
space Defense Command (NORAD) said on Thursday.

Two U.S. F-22s intercepted two Russian Tu-95 Bear bomb-
ers and two Su-35 Flanker jets on Wednesday afternoon, said 
Lori O’Donley, a NORAD spokeswoman.

The Russian jets remained in international airspace, she 
added.

U.S. planes intercepted Russian bombers several times last 
month, the first time Russia had conducted flights of that na-
ture since 2015. The incidents piqued public concern, though 
the Pentagon has said they’re considered routine.

The last time Su-35s accompanied bombers on such 
flights was 2014, O’Donley said.

“This wasn’t anything unlike what we saw a couple weeks 
ago other than the fact that the Su-35s were there,” she said.

In April, the Pentagon suggested the Russian bomber 
flights could have been part of testing for the long-grounded 
aircraft.

“I can’t divine their intent; it’s certainly well known that they 
had some maintenance problems with this particular type of 
bomber and grounded them for some period of time,” Pen-
tagon spokesman Capt. Jeff Davis told reporters. “That may 
explain the hiatus in them doing it.” (Source: The Hill)

N. Korea accuses CIA of plot to 
assassinate Kim Jong-Un

Germany’s defense minister has come 
under fire after a series of scandals in the 
armed forces involving sexual harass-
ment, bullying and a far-right plot for a 
racially motivated terror attack.

Ursula von der Leyen, often tipped 
as a successor to Angela Merkel, on 
Wednesday said she bore “responsibil-
ity for everything that happens in the 
Bundeswehr”, Germany’s armed forces, 
after initially blaming weak army lead-
ership.

“It is my responsibility to remedy abus-
es we know about, which I am currently 
doing,” she told the tabloid Bild.

She has called for in-depth investiga-
tions to deal with the cases.

The most prominent scandal involves 
a 28-year-old soldier identified as Franco 
A, who was arrested a week ago on sus-
picion of planning an attack thought to 
be targeting asylum seekers and leftwing 
politicians, including the Social Democrat 
interior minister, Heiko Maas, and the for-
mer German president Joachim Gauck. A 
24-year-old student in possession of ex-
plosives was also detained.

The soldier registered as a Syrian ref-
ugee last January, applied for asylum and 
was drawing money from the state. It is 
believed he planned to carry out the at-
tack and leave a trail to his fake identity.

A defense ministry spokesman said 
Von der Leyen had cancelled a trip to 
New York and Washington DC to focus 
on the Franco A investigation. She had 
been due to meet with United Nations 
officials to discuss the conflicts in Syria 
and Ukraine, as well as her United States 
counterpart, James Mattis.

The Social Democrats, Merkel’s jun-
ior coalition partner, have stopped short 
of calling for the minister ’s resignation, 
but their candidate for chancellor, Mar-
tin Schulz, said Von der Leyen could not 
evade responsibility.

Merkel’s spokesman, Steffen Seibert, 
said she had the chancellor ’s full support.

Von der Leyen travelled on Wednes-
day with the army’s chief of staff, Volker 
Wieker, to Illkirch, a French town south 
of Strasbourg where Franco A had been 
stationed and from where he is suspect-
ed of having stolen ammunition. Investi-
gators have also found evidence of Nazi 
memorabilia and historical images of 
Nazi soldiers.

The defense ministry stands accused 
of failing to heed repeated warnings that 
a small rightwing extremist group was 
operating within the military. The Bunde-
stag’s defense committee has launched 
its own investigation and is expected to 
release its findings.

Germany’s military intelligence 
agency, MAD, announced last week 
that going back to 2011 it had identified 
275 suspected right-wing extremists in 
the military’s ranks, 53 of them from 
this year alone.

Von der Leyen’s initial public reac-
tion to the allegations was to say the 
problems were long-term behavioral 
ones within the military. She told Ger-
man television that “the German army 
has an attitude problem, and it appears 
to have weak leadership at various lev-
els”.

Talking specifically about Franco A, 
she told reporters: “We have to ask sys-
tematically how someone with such clear 
rightwing extremist views, who writes a 
master’s paper with clearly nationalistic 
ideas ... was able to continue to pursue a 
career in the Bundeswehr.”

In an angry rebuke, the German 
armed forces association said in a state-
ment: “If Mrs. von der Leyen says there 
is a leadership problem, then one must 
of course say ‘leadership comes from the 
top down’.”

A 100-strong body of top military offi-
cials have been summoned to Berlin on 
Thursday to discuss the investigation into 
Franco A as well as the numerous cases 
of misconduct across the ranks.

Von der Leyen comes from a promi-
nent political family and is the daughter 
of the late Ernst Albrecht, who was prime 
minister of the state of Lower Saxony. She 
has enjoyed a rapid rise up the political 
ladder in just 12 years, from a Christian 
Democratic Union councilor in the small 
Lower Saxon town of Sehnde to the fed-
eral government.

A mother of seven children who is also 
a qualified medical doctor, since 2005 she 
has held three cabinet posts, becoming 
Germany’s first female defense minister 
in 2013 when she launched a determined 
bid to reform the military.

In 2014 she launched a €100m cam-
paign to make the military more at-
tractive which included offering nursery 
services for soldiers’ children, limiting 
postings to fit around school term dates 
and increasing hardship allowances for 
tough foreign postings. She has also 
focused on trying to increase financial 
control over military equipment pro-
curement.

The scandal comes just two weeks af-
ter Germany was left reeling from an at-
tack on football club Borussia Dortmund’s 
team bus carried out by a German-Rus-
sian who is suspected of having obtained 
his explosives from army supplies.

(Source: The Guardian)

At least nine people have been killed and dozens others, 
including paramilitary personnel, wounded after com-
ing under fire from Afghan forces while conducting a 
population census near the Pakistan-Afghanistan bor-
der, Pakistani security officials said.

The attack on Friday left 33 people wounded and 
happened near the Chaman crossing point in Pakistan’s 
Balochistan province prompting security forces to ask 
people to evacuate villages on the border.

Chaman, one of the two main border crossings be-
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan, was closed in the wake 
of the incident, with firing ongoing, Pakistani military 
spokesman Asif Ghafoor said in a statement.

“Since April 30, Afghan Border Police had been cre-
ating hurdles in conduct of census in divided villages of 
Killi Luqman and Killi Jahangir in Chaman area, on Paki-
stani side of the border,” the statement said.

An Afghan spokesman from the Kandahar police, 
Ghurzang Afridi, told DPA news agency that the Paki-

stani census team had worked on the Afghan side of 
the border.

Pakistan is currently conducting the second phase of 
its first door-to-door population census in 19 years, with 
more than 100,000 enumerators and 200,000 troops 
taking part in the exercise.

The lead-up to the census has been marked by po-
litical debate on how the results may show changing 
demographics - potentially redrawing electoral constit-
uencies - across the country.

Pakistan and Afghanistan share a roughly 2,500km-
long border, which runs through mountainous terrain 
and remains largely unpoliced.

Recent Pakistani attempts to establish fences and 
border posts along the border to curtail the move-
ment of Taliban fighters into Pakistan have been met 
with resistance from Afghanistan, which disputes the 
border.

In February, Pakistan sealed all border crossings with 

Afghanistan for over a month after a wave of attacks 
across Pakistan killed more than 100 people.

Those attacks were followed by frequent skirmishes 
between Pakistani Taliban fighters and Pakistan’s military 
along the border in the Mohmand, Khyber and other 
districts.

On March 20, Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
ordered the reopening of the border crossings.

Since the census was launched in March, govern-
ment census teams have also come under attack from 
Taliban fighters.  

On April 5, a census team was hit by an explosion in 
the eastern city of Lahore, killing at least six people.

Two government census workers were also killed 
when a blast hit a passing passenger van in the north-
western Kurram district on April 25.

The Tehreek-e-Taliban claimed responsibility for both 
attacks.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Australia’s grand mufti has won a defamation case 
against The Daily Telegraph newspaper over claims that 
the scholar failed to condemn the 2015 Paris attacks that 
left more than 100 people dead.

The Sydney-based tabloid, which is owned by Rupert 
Murdoch’s Newscorp, published the articles about Dr. 
Ibrahim Abu Mohamed in November last year, depicting 
him in a front-page spread as the proverbial three wise 
monkeys, calling the scholar the “unwise” mufti.

The publication lead to widespread condemnation 
and outrage in Australia’s Muslim community.  

“The Grand Mufti is pleased to announce that the mat-

ter has now been resolved, and the Supreme Court of New 
South Wales has recorded a verdict in his favor,” The Australian 
National Imams Council said in a statement on Friday.

“It is hoped that the outcome of the proceedings is the 
first step towards improved harmony between Australian 
Muslims and the media in the future,” the statement added.

Speaking to Al Jazeera from Sydney, Moustafa Kheir, 
the mufti’s lawyer, said the details of the settlement will 
not be made public.

The Egypt-born cleric, Australia’s highest ranking 
Sunni Muslim, condemned the Paris attacks and sent his 
condolences to the families and friends of those killed 

before the tabloid published its controversial articles.
Mohamed argued in court that the articles suggest-

ed he failed to condemned the deadly attacks.
In one of its front page articles, the paper used three pho-

tographs of the Muslim leader, based on the famous “see no 
evil, hear no, speak no evil” proverb. But the paper replaced 
the words with “sees no problem, hears no concerns, speaks 
no English.” The article was headlined: “The unwise Mufti.”

In a second publication the tabloid run an article head-
lined: “Even Hamas condemn the Paris attacks so why 
won’t Australia’s Grand Mufti Ibrahim Abu Mohamed?”

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Far right military scandals put German defense minister under pressure

‘Afghan’ firing on Pakistan census team kills several

Grand Mufti Abu Mohamed wins case against newspaper
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The Boston Red Sox have banned a fan 
for life after he used a racial slur during 
a game on Tuesday at Fenway Park, team 
president Sam Kennedy has said.

The incident occurred prior to the Red 
Sox hosting the Baltimore Orioles when a 
Kenyan woman sang the national anthem 
and the fan used the slur to describe her 
performance.

A separate Red Sox fan alerted secu-
rity who eventually ejected the man and 
permanently restricted him from return-
ing to Fenway Park.

“I’m here to send a message loud 
and clear that the treatment of others 
that you’ve been reading about here 
lately is unacceptable,” Kennedy said on 
Wednesday.

On Monday, Orioles outfielder Adam 
Jones was subjected to racial taunts by 
Boston fans during a game.

Jones’ treatment set off a reaction 

from current Major League Baseball 
players who supported the five-time All 
Star. Some spoke of similar treatment in 
Boston. The Red Sox apologized to Jones 
and Fenway Park gave him a standing 
ovation upon his first at-bat on Tuesday.

One fan, however, continued the racist 
behavior in the stands prompting the Red 
Sox to act strongly. “It’s disheartening, 
saddening, maddening,” Kennedy said of 
the recent behavior.

“That said, we have to recognize that 
this exists in our culture, it exists in Bos-
ton, and it exists in other cities around 
the world.

“It’s not an indictment on Boston 
and this marketplace, it’s an indictment 
on the ignorant people and intolerant 
people who utter these words and say 
these things and they need to be held 
accountable.”

(Source: Reuters)

Red Sox ban fan from Fenway for 
racist taunt

Manchester United manager Jose Mour-
inho says he will rest players for Sunday›s 
Premier League trip to Arsenal.

United›s 1-0 Europa League semi-fi-
nal first-leg win at Celta Vigo on Thursday 
was their 10th game since 1 April.

With Mourinho›s side lying fifth in the 
Premier League, the Europa League could 
represent their best chance of reaching 
next season›s Champions League.

“The players that have accumulated 
lots of minutes are not going to play next 
weekend,” said Mourinho.

Marcus Rashford›s free-kick gave 
United victory in Spain, along with an 
away goal to take back to Old Trafford for 
next Thursday›s second leg.

If United reach the final in Stockholm 
on 24 May, it will be their 64th game of the 
season. Their stretched squad received a 
boost in Spain, with defender Chris Small-
ing, who has been out since March with a 

knee injury, returning to the bench.
Defender Eric Bailly (ankle) and mid-

fielder Paul Pogba (muscle strain) were 
also fit enough to start.

But substitute Ashley Young lasted only 
11 minutes before having to be replaced 
with what looked like a hamstring injury.

Rashford also had to be substituted, 
but Mourinho said that was a result of a 
problem he carried into the game.

By that time, the 19-year-old had 
made the telling contribution, curling a 
free-kick inside the far post from the right 
of the Celta penalty area.

“He works every day,” said Mourinho 
of the England international. “He loves it. 
Sometimes he stays behind after training 
to practise free-kicks.

“It was a great free-kick. The ball was 
moving really fast. The goalkeeper made a 
little movement but it was impossible to save.” 

(Source: BBC) 

Jose Mourinho: Man Utd boss to rest 
players for Arsenal game

Trump has ‘done 
everything’ to back LA 
2024: bid chief
U.S. President Donald Trump has “done everything” to support 
the Los Angeles bid to host the 2024 Olympic Games, bid chief 
Casey Wasserman told reporters, including holding a lengthy 
phone call with Olympic chief Thomas Bach.

Trump, the New York-based tycoon and former celebrity real-
ity show host-turned politician, has been all the West Coast city 
could hope for, Wasserman said.

“Donald Trump has done everything we could have asked 
to support our bid,” entertainment executive Wasserman told a 
small group of reporters at his seventh-floor offices in central 
London.

“Every letter, every phone call ... to President Bach... support 
of our bid generally ... in my role, from what we need from the 
federal government, he’s been all I would hope for.”

Wasserman did not reveal the details of Trump’s call to Bach, 
only to say it had lasted a good while. 

“They didn’t ask me to sit in on those phone calls,” he smiled. 
“That was a private call between those two which went on for 25 
minutes. Just one call.”

The U.S. city is vying with French capital Paris for the right to 
stage the 2024 Games, although the process has been muddied 
recently by the creation of an IOC working group to study the 
possibility of making a double award for two editions. 

Paris and LA are the only remaining cities left in the race to 
secure the 2024 Games, after a number of withdrawals from 
the process, including Boston, Hamburg, Rome and, most re-
cently, Budapest.

Both Los Angeles and Paris have said they see the merits of a 
joint-award to provide a period of stability to the hosting of the 
Games, but neither city is prepared to wait until 2028 for its turn.

The IOC is scheduled to meet in Lima, Peru, on Sept. 13 to 
choose the host city.

The IOC has not said when it will announce its decision on the 
potential double award, but the working group is due to report 
to the IOC at its executive board meeting in Lausanne in July, a 
few days before the 2024 bidders would make their last pitch to 
IOC members prior to that September vote in Peru.

(Source: Reuters) 

I’ve done my time but 
Monaco is special - Button
Former champion Jenson Button has done his time in Formula 
One but the Briton says returning as a Monaco Grand Prix stand-
in for McLaren’s Fernando Alonso will still be a big thrill.

Spaniard Alonso will be trying to win the Indianapo-
lis 500 in the United States on May 28, the double world 
champion opting to miss the Formula One season’s show-
case race on the same day.

Button, the 2009 world champion and former Monaco race 
winner who handed over his seat at McLaren to Belgian rookie 

Stoffel Vandoorne at the end 
of last year, was the obvious 
replacement.

There has been specula-
tion in the paddock that the 
37-year-old might not be 
enthused by the prospect, 
particularly with struggling 
McLaren yet to score a point 
this year, but he told Sky 
Sports television he was ex-
cited.

“When the chance came to 
race in Monaco, I was going to 
take it,” he said.

“I don’t want to be racing 
in Formula One for a whole season because I’ve done my 
time in Formula One, I’ve loved most of my career but it was 
time for me to have a break.

“But to come back for the Monaco Grand Prix, I mean that 
is just the dream for a racing driver; coming in for a one-off 
race, in Monaco, the most glamorous grand prix on the cal-
endar, it’s that excitement is back.”

Speaking from the McLaren factory, Button said there was 
plenty to learn again.

The 2017 cars are wider, faster through corners as a 
result of aerodynamic changes and with bigger tyres than 
the ones Button raced last year, but he said the basic 
knowledge was still there.

“You jump into the simulator and after five laps there’s that 
‘OK, I’ve still got it then’. I can still direct the car around the cor-
ners and I still know how to change gear and push the brake 
pedal and modulate the throttle,” he said. 

“That never leaves you.”
Alonso, who failed to start last weekend’s Russian Grand 

Prix due to problems with the Honda power unit, was at In-
dianapolis this week for his IndyCar rookie orientation. He 
passed the test with flying colors.

Button had earlier recorded a humorous message to the 
Spaniard on McLaren’s Twitter feed: “I’ll keep your seat warm 
in Monaco and get lots of juicy points for when you return and 
make you jealous that you didn’t race in Monaco,” he said.

(Source: Reuters)

World number two Novak Djokovic has 
parted company with his coaching team 
in a bid to halt a run of poor results which 
culminated in a quarter-final exit at the 
Monte Carlo Masters last month.

A winner of 12 Grand Slam titles, the 
Serb has suffered a noticeable dip in form 
since winning his maiden French Open 
last June, relinquishing top spot in the 
ATP rankings to Briton Andy Murray five 
months later. 

He made a shock second-round exit 
at the Australian Open to Uzbek Denis 

Istomin, followed by successive defeats to 
Australia’s Nick Kyrgios in Acapulco and 
Indian Wells, before being beaten by Bel-
gian David Goffin in Monte Carlo.

On Friday, the 29-year-old announced 
that he would part ways with his coach 
Marian Vajda, fitness coach Gebhard 
Phil Gritsch, and physiotherapist Miljan 
Amanovic.

“I am forever grateful to Marian, GG 
and Miljan for a decade of friendship, 
professionalism and commitment to my 
career goals,” he said in a statement. “It 

was not an easy decision, but we all felt 
that we need a change.

“I want to continue raising the level of 
my game and stamina and this is a contin-
uous process... I am a hunter and my big-
gest goal is to find the winning spark on the 
court again.”

Djokovic’s overhaul by Murray at the 
top of the rankings ended a run of more 
than two years as number one for the 
Serb, who has spent a total of 223 weeks 
at the summit during his career.

Djokovic added that he would take his 

time before naming a new head coach.
“I feel like this is a new chapter in my 

life,” he said. “My career was always on 
the upward path and this time I’m experi-
encing how it is when the path takes you 
in a different direction.

“I have been on the tour long enough 
to know how to manage daily routines 
and I don’t want to rush my decision... 
I will inform the public when I find the 
right person, but for now I thank you for 
your support and understanding.

(Source: Reuters) 

Real Madrid have failed in a court challenge to block 
the sale of a version of the club’s shirt based on how it 
looked during Spain’s short-lived 1930s republic.

The white shirt, developed by independent design 
house 198 Clothing and Music, features the Madrid 
badge as it was from 1931 until the end of the Spanish 
civil war in 1939, a period when the word Real (Royal) 
did not feature in the club name nor the royal crown 
appear on its official kit.

When the shirt was first put on sale in May 2016, 
Madrid’s current hierarchy filed a legal challenge, 
claiming to the court  that the product was “a fiction 
which tries to spread republican values.”

Spanish police raided the company’s premises and 
seized all the jerseys they could find, while the club’s 
lawyers called for the producers to be tried for break-
ing commercial law -- an offence which carries a po-
tential prison sentence of six months to four years.

However, magistrate Caridad Hernandez Garcia, 
of the Audiencia Provincial de Madrid, has ruled that 
the football club could not stop the company from 

selling the shirt, saying: “There is no risk of confusion 
between the shirts and the official products of the Real 
Madrid brand.”

A lawyer for 198 Clothing and Music told AS that 
Madrid’s legal team had aimed to limit freedom of ex-
pression and were unable to show how the “republi-

can” jersey would damage their revenues.
“They took a disproportionate measure -- Madrid’s 

reaction was more against the freedom of expression 
than protecting their intellectual property,” Gonzalo 
Carrasco. “Madrid were not able to show the com-
mercial damage that this would do to them.”

198 Clothing and Music’s new sales pitch for 
the shirt plays on the “values” and señorío (gen-
tlemanly quality), which Blancos president Floren-
tino Perez often talks about being so important 
to his club.

The design house tweeted this message: “Yes, 
GUILTY: we have created another jersey which was 
banned before it was born and have beaten Real Ma-
drid. The shirt of this football team from Madrid which 
has warrior courage, which has señorío, which remains 
white and clean, which pays its taxes in Spain, which 
is for clean play, which does not do property specula-
tion, which loves sport and not business, and for which 
values are more important than money.”

(Source: Soccernet) 

Real Madrid lose bid to block sales of retro white shirt with club badge

Djokovic parts ways 
with coaching 
team in bid to 
boost results
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Iran make history, advance 
to FIFA Beach Soccer 
World Cup semis
Iran qualified for their first ever FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup 
semi-final with a thrilling win in extra time against Switzer-
land.

Iran captain Mohammad Ahmadzadeh scored the open-
ing goal of the match with an overhead kick. He then put Iran 
two goals in front with a superb, one-time volley straight out 
of the air directly from a throw-in.

Switzerland then sprung to life and came all the way back 
from two goals down to take a 3-2 lead in the second period. 
The country’s all-time top scorer in the tournament Dejan 
Stankovic started their resurgence with a flicked finish. Glenn 
Hodel then scored a pair of goals to give the Swiss a one-
goal lead.

With less than a minute on the clock, Ali Nazem scored a 
clutch goal for Iran to force the match into extra time. Iran 
then made history when Mohammed Mokhtari redirected 
Amir Akbari’s shot into the net to score the winning goal. 

Iran will now face Tahiti in the semi-finals on Saturday.
(Source: FIFA) 

Iran to hold three training 
camps ahead of FIVB 
World League 
Iran national volleyball team will travel to Montenegro 
on Saturday to start training camps with the aim of 
preparation for the FIVB World League 2017. 

Igor Kolakovic’s team will hold a training camp in 
Montenegro from May 7 to 12. Iran will hold another 
camp from May 12 to 18 in Slovenia.

The Iranian team will start its third training camp in 
Poland from May 18 to 23.

Iran will also play friendly matches with the three 
countries.

The friendly matches are as part of preparation for the 
FIVB World League.

Iran will take on Italy on the opening weekend of the 
competition, scheduled for June 2-4.

The matches will be held at the Adriatic Arena in 
Pesaro, Italy.

The 2017 FIVB Volleyball World League will be the 
28th edition of the annual men’s international volleyball 
tournament played by 36 teams between June 2 and 
July 2.

(Source: Tasnim) 

Esteghlal become 
runners-Up at Iran 
Professional League 
Esteghlal football team defeated Sepahan to finish runners-
up in the Iran Professional League (IPL) on Thursday. 

The Blues came from behind to beat Sepahan 2-1 in 
Tehran’s Azadi Stadium.

Mehrdad Mohammadi gave the visiting team a lead in 
the 40th minute.

Jaber Ansari equalized the match on the hour mark 
with a header and substitute Farshid Bagheri scored the 
winner in the 87th minute.

Esteghlal finished in second place with 57 points, nine 
points adrift of IPL champion Persepolis.

Tractor Sazi came third in IPL with 56 points. The Tabriz-
based team defeated Naft Tehran 1-0 thanks to Edinho’s 
injury time goal.

Furthermore, Saba lost to Esteghlal Khuzestan 2-1 and 
was relegated from IPL, Zob Ahan finished in fourth place 
after beating Padideh 2-0, Foolad lost to Paykan 2-0, 
Gostaresh Foolad edged past Sanat Naft, Saipa defeated 
Machine Sazi 1-0 and Persepolis lost to Siahjamegan 1-0.

(Source: Tasnim) 

Saba relegated from Iran 
Professional League 
after 13 years
Saba’s 13-year stay in the Iran Professional League came 
to an end on Thursday after a 2-1 home defeat at the 
hands of Esteghlal Khuzestan sealed its relegation to the 
Azadegan League.

Meysam Majidi found the back of the net for Saba 
in the 37th minute from the penalty spot but Aliasghar 
Ashouri scored a brace for the visitors in the 45th and 
88th minutes.  

Saba joined Machine Sazi who was relegated from IPL 
three weeks ago.

Persepolis won the IPL title for the third time.
Pars Jonoubi Jam and Sepidrood Rasht have sealed 

promotion to Iran Professional League.
(Soure: Tasnim)

David Moyes says he will remain as 
Sunderland manager next season 
despite the club’s relegation to the 
Championship.

The Black Cats have endured a poor 
season, winning just five times in the top 
flight, falling into the second tier with 
four games still remaining.

“I know what needs to be done to get 
back in the Premier League,” he said.

The Scot also said striker Jermain 
Defoe, who has scored 14 goals this 
season, could leave the club.

Moyes, who joined Sunderland on 
a four-year contract last summer, said: 
“Jermain has a clause in his contract so 
it is possible [that he will leave in the 

summer], but goalkeeper Jordan Pickford 
is under contract.”

Last week, the Scot had said it was 
“too soon” to commit his future at the 
Stadium of Light, but the former Everton 
and Manchester United boss met with 
chairman Ellis Short and chief executive 
Martin Bain this week.

He added: “We had initial discussions 
about how we move forward. I wouldn’t 
say it was an uplifting kind of meeting, 
but we will meet again in a few weeks. 
Ellis and the board want me to stay.

“We need to make sure we get a 
good bit of momentum heading into 
next season by winning a few games.

“Our performances have been good 

in recent weeks but the results haven’t 
matched that.

“I will know more come the end of 
the season, once we see exactly what 
we are able to deal with, what we can 
work with, then we will know exactly 
what we can do,”

Last month, Moyes faced calls from 
supporters to quit, with chants of “We 
want Moyesy out” heard during their 1-0 
defeat against Middlesbrough.

He is also in trouble with the 
Football Association, being charged 
for bringing the game into disrepute 
by telling BBC reporter Vicki Sparks she 
might “get a slap”.

(Source: BBC)

David Moyes: Sunderland manager to stay, 
but Jermain Defoe could leave

On Friday, International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC) President Sir Philip 

Craven visited Bahman Golbarnezhad’s grave in Shiraz, 
Iran, to pay tribute to the late para-cyclist. 

Golbarnezhad became the first Paralympic athlete 
to die in competition following a horrific crash in the 
men’s C4/C5 road race in Rio last year.

Craven was accompanied by Masoud Ashrafi, 
General Secretary of Iran’s National Paralympic 
Committee, Iran’s most decorated Paralympian 
Mokhtar Nourafshan and Golbarnezhad’s family in 
the visit. 

Nourafshan, former track and field athlete, has won 
four gold medals, two silvers and one bronze in four 
Paralympic Games. 

“We’ve come here to Shiraz to pay tribute to late 
Golbarnezhad and express our sincere sympathy to his 
beloved family. I’ve traveled several times to Iran and 

I love the Iranian people so much,” IPC President said. 
“We’ve awarded a prestigious honor to 

Golbarnezhad’s family which is more valuable than 
Paralympic medal. I’ve awarded the honor to 12 
persons in my 16-year career,” Craven said. 

Golbarnezhad’s wife, Neda Farasati, who is a member 
of Iran’s women wheelchair basketball, thanked Philip 
Craven for coming to Shiraz to visit Bahman’s grave. 

On Wednesday, Craven met with Iranian Minister of 
Sports and Youth Affairs Masoud Soltanifar. 

The meeting, which took place at the ministry 
headquarters in Tehran, was organized by Iran’s 
National Paralympic Committee.

In his five-day visit to Iran, the IPC president will 
visit new sports complex for Paralympic athletes in 
Isfahan as well.

IPC President Craven visits Bahman Golbarnezhad’s grave 

FIBA’s first-ever Mid-Term Congress, which is bringing 
together representatives from 139 National Federations, 
on Thursday ratified the FIBA Central Board’s decision 
for a new rule that will allow players to wear headgear.

It was developed in a way that minimizes the risk of 
injuries as well as preserve consistency of the color of the 
uniform. It will come into effect as of 1 October 2017.

The provisions of the new rule mean that headgear 
is allowed when:

- it is black or white, or of the same dominant color as 
that of the uniform;

- it is one same color for all players on the team (as 
all accessories) ;

- it does not cover any part of the face entirely or 
partially (eyes, nose, lips etc.);

- it is not dangerous to the player wearing it and/or 
to other players;

- it has no opening/closing elements around the face 
and/or neck;

- it has no parts extruding from its surface.
The new rule comes as a result of the fact that 

traditional dress codes in some countries - which called 
for the head and/or entire body being covered - were 
incompatible with FIBA’s previous headgear rule.

FIBA initiated a revision process of its headgear rule 
in September 2014, with exceptions being granted at 
national level as part of a two-year testing period. This 
past January, the Central Board received a report and, 
upon reviewing it, approved for the rule to be modified. 
It issued a mandate to its Technical Commission to come 
up with a proposal and this was approved by the Central 
Board on Wednesday.

Within that context, the Mid-Term Congress praised 
a historical moment that occurred in Iran on April 13, 
when a FIBA test game featuring women wearing hijabs 
marked the first time men witnessed a women’s sporting 
event in person.

(Source: FIBA)

Team Melli remained 
in 28th place on the 

FIFA ranking released for the month of 
May on Thursday.

Iran still are the Asian best team, 
followed by South Korea (43rd), Japan 
(44th) and Australia (50th).

Brazil remain top of the latest FIFA world 
rankings which remain largely unchanged. 
The South Americans, five-time World 

Cup winners, had surged to the top spot 
for the first time in seven years last month 
at the expense of great rivals Argentina.

World champions Germany are third 
followed by Chile and Colombia in a 
South American-dominated top five.

Fifa standings: 1. Brazil, 2. Argentina, 
3. Germany, 4. Chile, 5. Colombia, 
6. France, 7. Belgium, 8. Portugal, 9. 
Switzerland, 10. Spain

Team Melli remain unchanged in 
FIFA rankings

Hosts and defending 
champions Iran 

maintained their remarkable unbeaten 
record as they managed to beat 
China 3-0 (25–18, 25–15, 25–18) at 
the 2nd Asian Men’s U23 Volleyball 
Championship at the 6,000-seater 
Rezazadeh Indoor Stadium on Friday.

Juan Cichello’s boys defeated 
Pakistan 3-0 victory and downed 

Malaysia 3-1 in their second match. 
Iran will rest on Saturday and meet 

Kazakhstan on Sunday. 
The competition are underway in 

Ardabil, Iran from 1 to 9 May 2017.
The tournament serve as the Asian 

qualifier for the 2017 FIVB Volleyball Men’s 
U23 World Championship held in Cairo, 
Egypt which the top two ranked teams 
will qualify for the World Championship.

Iran down China in Asian Men’s U23 
Volleyball Championship
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FIBA’s Mid-Term Congress 
ratifies new headgear rule



No more weed as Miley 
Cyrus debuts new image

Post-sanctions ties with international 
publishers improve: culture minister

Brad Pitt says he quit drinking, in 
therapy after split with Jolie

After nuclear pact, Iran plans to 
enhance cultural ties with Italy: official

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Brad 
Pitt has opened up for the first time 
about his divorce from Angelina Jolie, 
admitting to heavy drinking and pot 
smoking and a lifetime of cutting 
himself off emotionally from others.

The 53-year-old actor told GQ 
Style in an extensive interview 
released on Wednesday that he 
had quit drinking, was undergoing 
therapy, and that he and Jolie were 
committed to resolving matters 
amicably and privately.

“I just started therapy,” the 
“Moneyball” star said in the interview 
for the summer issue of GQ Style. “I 
love it. I love it. I went through two 
therapists to get to the right one.”

Jolie’s sudden announcement in 
September 2016 that she was filing 
for divorce sent shockwaves through 
the celebrity world. The couple known 
as Brangelina, who married in 2014 
and have six children, embarked on 

a bitter child custody dispute and Pitt 
was investigated for possible child 
abuse after losing his temper in front 
of some of the children.

The actor was cleared of the 
allegations and in January the pair 
agreed to use a private judge in their 
divorce case.

Pitt said the split with Jolie, 41, had 
been a “huge generator for change.”

“I can’t remember a day since I got 
out of college when I wasn’t boozing 
or had a spliff, or something...

“I’m really, really happy to be done 
with all of that. I mean I stopped 
everything except boozing when I 
started my family. But even this last 
year, you know — things I wasn’t 
dealing with. I was boozing too 
much,” he said.

Pitt said he loved wine, adding 
“truthfully I could drink a Russian 
under the table with his own vodka. I 
was a professional. I was good.”

TEHRAN — Iran 
plans to strengthen 

its cultural and political ties with Italy 
in the new season of its relations with 
Europe after the implementation 
of the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA), Islamic Culture 
and Relations Organization director 
Abuzar Ebrahimi-Torkaman said on 
Thursday.

Speaking during the 2nd Round 
of Cultural Dialogue between Iran 
and Europe, he added, “Both Italy 
and Iran enjoy a rich historical and 
cultural background and definite 
comprehensive plans to introduce 
the history and culture could help the 
relations between the two nations to 
improve.”

He said that many international 
disputes are rooted in cultural 
misunderstandings, which could be 

cleared up through cultural dialogue.
He also said that globalization 

has stressed increasingly the need 
for intercultural relations and added, 
“We believe that culture could be 
turned into an international language 
through cultural dialogue.”  

He praised the choice of Italy as 
the special guest of the 30th Tehran 
International Book Fair this year and 
proposed that Iran be admitted 
as a guest of honor at an Italian 
international cultural event such as 
the Bologna Children’s Book Fair.    

Undersecretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation 
Vincenzo Amendola, former culture 
minister Massimo Bray, Cultural 
Attaché Carlo Cereti and many other 
Italian officials attended the meeting, 
the first round of which was held in 
Rome during November 2016.

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Miley 
Cyrus says she is steering away from 
marijuana, alcohol and nipple pasties 
and rolling out a new sound that 
could help people take her more 
seriously after she was dubbed one of 
pop music’s bad girls.

Speaking to Billboard Magazine 
in an interview published late on 
Wednesday, the former Disney star, 
24, said she wanted to be “super 
clear and sharp” and focus on a new 
collection of songs that takes her 
back to her country music roots.

“I haven’t smoked weed in three 
weeks, which is the longest I’ve ever 
[gone without it]. I’m not doing drugs, 
I’m not drinking, I’m completely clean 
right now! That was just something 
that I wanted to do,” Cyrus said.

The singer, whose father is country 
music singer Billy Ray Cyrus and 
whose godmother is Dolly Parton, will 
release new single “Malibu” on May 

11. Billboard said it was a love song 
inspired by her fiancé, actor Liam 
Hemsworth, with whom she reunited 
last year after a 2013 breakup.

Cyrus, who rose to fame on the 
Disney Channel show “Hannah 
Montana,” ditched her innocent 
image in 2013, admitting to drug use 
and appearing scantily clad in public 
and in music videos.

She grabbed headlines when she 
dressed in latex lingerie and twerked 
on stage with R&B singer Robin 
Thicke at the 2013 MTV Video Music 
Awards, in a performance that landed 
her the title of pop music’s bad girl.

Her upcoming new album will 
feature more acoustic songs and 
melodies written by Cyrus, and will 
include a song for Hillary Clinton, 
whom she supported in last year ’s 
U.S. presidential election, and another 
anthem dedicated to women in the 
workplace, Billboard said.

TEHRAN — A Serbian cultural 
delegation headed by Minister of 

Culture and Information Vladan Vukosavljevic paid 
a visit to the Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art 
(TMCA) on Thursday. 

A culture minister aide, Ivana Dedic, and the director 
of Serbia’s National Museum, Bojana Boric Breskovic, 
also accompanied Vukosavljevic during the visit, the 
TMCA announced in a press release.

He also held a meeting at the museum with 
Iranian Deputy Culture Minister for Artistic Affairs Ali 
Moradkhani and a number of his colleagues.  

Vukosavljevic who was absolutely amazed at the 
treasure trove on display at the museum said that he is 
extremely eager to organize a showcase of a selection 
of those artworks in his country.

He also stressed his country’s readiness to arrange 

an exhibition of works by contemporary Iranian artists. 
For his part, Moradkhani said that Iran welcomes 

any plan from Serbia to organize a festival of films 
from the country’s filmmakers.

The visit was arranged on the sidelines of 
Vukosavljevic’s program to attend the 30th Tehran 
International Book Fair, which is currently underway at 
the Shahr-e Aftab Fairgrounds.

He also met Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance 
Reza Salehi-Amiri last week and they discussed the 
expansion of cultural ties between the two countries. 

Works by many august artists of the West, including 
Claude Monet, Francis Bacon, Pablo Picasso, Max 
Ernst, Georges Braque, Alberto Giacometti, Jackson 
Pollock, Mark Rothko, Donald Judd, Andy Warhol, 
René Magritte, Duane Hanson and Chuck Close, are 
on display at the TMCA.

TEHRAN —

Relations with 
international publishers have 
improved since the lifting of world 
sanctions against Iran that came 
after the implementation of the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) earlier last year, Minister of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance Reza 
Salehi-Amiri told reporters in a visit 
to the 30th Tehran International 
Book Fair on Thursday.

“International publishing 
companies participating in the book 
fair have increased in number after 
the JCPOA implementation,” he said.  

“A more suitable atmosphere 
has been prepared for publishers 
at the event to promote their latest 
offerings,” he added. 

He said that publishers from 
China, Italy, Saudi Arabia, India and 

many other countries have an active 
participation in the book fair, which 
is Iran’s major event in publishing 
industry.

Italy is the special guest of the 
book fair, which opened last week 
with the motto of “Let’s Read One 
More Book”.

TEHRAN — Children opened Italy’s Day with colorful 
programs during the 30th Tehran International Book Fair 
on Friday.

The programs started at the pavilion of Italy as the 
special guest of the book fair with honoring the winners 
of a creative writing contest organized by the Pietro Della 
Valle School, a Tehran-based Italian educational center.

A music performance by the Iranian-Italian youth 
group Anam was next among the programs.

Children were then entertained by two young 
storytellers narrating some of the most famous stories 
such as “The Little Red Riding Hood” in both Italian and 
Persian languages while illustrations from the stories were 
shown on a monitor.

Teachers from the school who also had good 
command of the Persian language were present at the 
pavilion to provide visitors with additional information 
about their country.

Fabio Tiddia, who is studying European philosophy at 
the University of Cagliari, was one of the teachers. He is 
teaching geography and history at the Italian school. 

In his brief interview with the Tehran Times, he talked 
about his interest in Persian philosophy and said that he 
knows a little about Persian literature but wants to learn 
more about Persian poets like Rumi and Sadi.

“I am starting to read about the modern literature 
now like [Persian writers] Shamlu and Jalal Al-e Ahmad. 
We don’t have translations of their books in Italy, but 
we have more on Persian classic literature like Rumi and 
Sadi,” he said.

“My thesis is on the French philosopher, theologian, 
and Iranologist Henry Corbin and his relations with Iran 
and I am thinking of learning Persian to read things in 
their original language,” he added. 

He also mentioned that he has plans to translate 

works by the Persian Islamic theologian and mystic 
Muhammad Ghazali (1058-1111) and philosopher 
Allameh Mohammad-Hossein Tabatabai (1904-1981) 
into the Italian language.

The afternoon programs were followed by two 
sessions, the first of which was attended by the Italian 
poet Valerio Magrelli along with Iranian scholar Iman 

Mansub Nasiri who discussed the beauty of the 
Florentine poetry in the 13th and 14th century.  This 
was followed by a recitation of an Italian translation of 
poetry of Hafez.

Italian writer, journalist and satirist Michele Serra, and 
writer and translator Mahsa Mohebali also attended the 
second meeting of the afternoon.

By Manijeh Rezapoor

A child and his mother visit the 30th Tehran International Book Fair on May 3, 2017.                    (Jamejamonline/Chavosh Homavandi)
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A R T & C U L T U R E

“The Half” on 

screen at Belgian 

film festival

TEHRAN — Iranian director Bahman 
Kamyar’s “The Half” will go on screen 

at the 11th edition of the Liege International Police Film 
Festival, which is currently underway in the Belgian city.

“The Half” is about Azar, a young girl whose mother 
was killed by her step-father. Now, she is looking for justice.
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Children take center stage on 
Italy’s Day at Tehran book fair
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Painting

 An exhibition of paintings by Keyvan Asgari is 
currently underway at Vista 
Gallery.

The exhibition titled 
“Dreaming in Your Infinite Self” 
will run until May 15 at the 
gallery located at No. 11, 12th 
Alley, Mir Emad St.

 A collection of paintings by Shahnaz Nasiri is on 
display in an exhibition at Sayeh 
Gallery.

The exhibition will be running 
until May 10 at the gallery 
located at 3 Aqakhani Alley, 
Omidvar St. in the Niavaran 
neighborhood.

 Paintings by Naeimeh Razzaqi-Saket are on display in 
an exhibition at Seyhun Gallery.

The exhibition entitled “Floral 
Garments” runs until May 17 at 
the gallery, which can be found 
at No. 11, 4th St., Vozara Ave.

Drawing

 Mehrva Gallery is playing host to an exhibition of 
drawings by Amirbahador 
Falahati.

The exhibition named “My 
Shapes” will continue until May 
15 at the gallery located at 38 
South Aban St. off Karim Khan 
Ave.

Photo 

 Photos by Kamran Niku are currently on display in an 
exhibition at Atashzad Gallery.

The exhibit titled “Lights and 
Shadows of Dreams” will run until 
May 14 at the gallery that can 
be found at 23 North Abbaspur 
(Tavanir) St., near Vanak Sq.

Calligraphy 

 Farda Gallery is hosting an 
exhibition of calligraphy works 
by Abdollah Qahraman. 

The exhibition will be running 
until May 11 at the gallery 
located at 2 Araabi Alley, 
Hosseini St., off Karim Khan Ave.

WHAT’S IN ART GALLERIES

Animation Day in 
Cannes to screen Iran’s 
“Release from Heaven”

TEHRAN — Iranian director Ali Nuri-Oskui’s 
“Release from Heaven” will go on screen at 

the 3rd edition of the Animation Day in Cannes (ADIC), which will 
be held on May 23 as a competitive section of the Cannes Film 

Festival, the organizers have 
announced.

The film will be screened 
at the Discoveries section 
of the event, which will be 
attended by buyers and media 
representatives.

“Bunuel in the Labyrinth of 
the Turtles” by Salvador Simo 
from Spain and “Junod” by 
Shinichiro Kimura from Japan 
are among the competitors in 
the category.

The film is about a female 
writer and teacher, who 
accompanies two of her 

students on an inner spiritual journey in a war torn country.

Culture Minister Reza Salehi-Amiri speaks 
during the opening ceremony of the 30th Tehran 
International Book Fair on May 2, 2017. (Mehr/
Asghar Khamseh)

Serbian cultural delegation visits Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art

Serbian Minister of Culture and Information Vladan Vukosavljevic (3rd 
L) and his colleagues visit to the Tehran Museum of Contemporary 
Art on May 4, 2017.                                               (Photo to TMCA) 
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