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TEHRAN — The
e s Kk national railway net
work is projected to be expanded by 838
kilometers in the current Iranian calendar
year, which ends on March 20, 2018, IRNA
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of ion therapy center
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‘Nuclear deal has
helped prop up
economy’

TEHRAN — An

S k Iranian Foreign
Mm|stry official said on Monday that
the atmosphere created after the
nuclear deal has helped prop up the
economy.

According to the nuclear deal, offi-
cially called the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, Iran agreed to slow
down its nuclear activities in exchange
for termination of economic and fi-
nancial sanctions.

The deal, signed between Iran
and great power blocs - the Unit-
ed States, Britain, France, China and
Russia, Germany and the European
Union - in July 2015, went into force
in January 2016.

“During past years, senior of-
ficials and ambassadors of many
countries avoided traveling to Iran
under various excuses. But, after
the conclusion of the JCPOA the
opportunity to introduce the coun-
try’s potentials in various areas and
joint activities especially in indus-
trial area has been provided,” Ali
Akbar Nazarimarand said in a news
conference.

Iran has been hosting numerous
economic delegations since the sign-
ing of the nuclear deal. The world sees
Iran as the greatest market for invest-
ment since the breakdown of the Sovi-
et Union in 1991.

In Closing Ceremony:

Winners of
4th Intl. Photo
Festival Dubbed
“Today Shiraz”

Announced
=) See page 5

quoted transport minister as saying.

Abbas Akhoundi made the remarks
in the opening ceremony of the 5th In-
ternational Exhibition of Rail Transporta-
tion, Related Industries and Equipment
of Iran (RAILEXPO 2017) on Monday.

According to Akhoundi, more than
30,000 freight wagons are needed to
develop the country’s rail fleet.

“To fulfill the country’s needs in rail-
way transport we also need 3,000 pas-
senger wagons and to achieve this goal

TEHRAN - lran

s K aims to take ad-
vantage of southern coasts to make
the best use of its maritime tourism
potential by means of developing
hospitality infrastructures, diversify-
ing sea routes, and drawing private
sector investors.

“Constructing maritime hotels and
building recreational vessels by the
private sector in the country’s free
zones is currently on the agenda,
Mana news agency quoted an official
with the Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts Organization as say-
ing on May 10.

With widening facilities in the

Professor says Trump would not trade Turkey for Kurds

TEHRAN — Professor Nader Entessar from
South Alabama University is of the opinion
that the U.S. will not trade Turkey as a NATO
ally in favor of Kurds either in Syria or Iraq.

In an interview with the Tehran Times, En-
tessar says he is quite sure that difference will
emerge between Turkey and Washington on
the issue of Kurds but finally the “two sides
will reconcile their disagreements”

Following is the text of the interview:

B The U.S. and its allies, especially
Jordan, have taken some moves in
southern borders of Syria. What is the
purpose behind such actions?

A: Their main plan is to reassert their pres-
ence in Syria and control developments in
that country. Their overall goal has always
been to become the driving force behind

what happens in Syria. They have used dif-
ferent tactics over the years, but their main
goal of installing a pliant regime in Syria has
remained constant.

B Why is the U.S. fully supporting the
Kurds?

A: | am not sure if the U.S. is fully sup-
porting the Kurds in Syria. Washington has
certainly increased its support for the Kurds
in Syria in recent weeks, but it may change
course as developments in that country may
dictate in the future. We have to remember
that the U.S. has changed course on Syria
several times in the past, and will do so in the
future under Trump.

M The U.S. is neglecting its traditional
ally Turkey which is strongly opposed to
the establishment of an independent Kurd-
ish state. What plans do Americans have in

mind by playing with the Kurdish card?

A: | believe Washington will not abandon
Ankara for the sake of the Kurds in Syria. Tur-
key remains a major pivot of Trump's foreign
policy in the region, and the U.S. administra-
tion will not abandon its long-time NATO ally.
For sure, disagreements between Washing-
ton and Ankara will emerge on the Kurdish
issue, but at the end, the two sides will recon-
cile their disagreements.

B What is the Kurds’ aim in seeking
closer ties with the U.S.?

A: Despite being betrayed on numerous
occasions by several U.S. administrations, the
Kurds still view Washington as their “savior”
in Irag and now Syria. Washington views the
Kurds as a geopolitical card to be used for
the furtherance of its goals and its regional
allies and clients.

Iran insists it seeks no tension with Saudi Arabia

TEHRAN — The Iranian Foreign Ministry reiterated
Tehran’s position on Monday that the Islamic Repub-
lic does not seek any “tension” with Saudi Arabia.

"We hope they become aware that they are
making mistakes, and make up for their past
errors and create an atmosphere of agreement
and negotiation,” ministry spokesman Bahram
Qassemi said in a news conference.

Iran is a vocal critic of Saudi attack on Yemen
which has put a large proportion of the coun-
try's population on verge of starvation.

“Saudi Arabia has made strategic mistakes in
Yemen and we hope it will become ready to hold
talks with Iran in a fair atmosphere;” Qassemi said.

Kuwait has put forward an initiative to rec-

@ Tehran Times/ Asghar Khamseh

oncile Iran and Saudi Arabia. Iran answered
positively to the move by the Kuwaiti emir by
visiting Kuwait in February.

“Negotiation and agreement do not mean
confirming all the behaviors of the govern-
ments and countries,” Qassemi said.

Commenting on belligerent remarks by the
Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin Salman
who had said Saudi Arabia will take the "bat-
tle” inside Iran before its comes to Saudi Arabia,
Qassemi said such “inconsiderate” comments
originated from lack of true understanding.

“Iran’s stance is clear and we hope that
such remarks will not be made again, be-
cause it will bring unfavorable consequences
for them,” he said.

In a televised interview aired on May 2
the Saudi crown prince, who is also defense
minister, openly threatened Iran, saying, "We
won't wait for the battle to be in Saudi Ara-
bia. Instead, we'll work so that the battle is for
them [in their land] in Iran”

Elsewhere, Qassemi said that Iran seeks to
help establish peace, stability and security in
the Middle East.

“Those countries that claim fighting ter-
rorism should follow Iran’s strategy to prove
their honesty," he said.

Commenting on Turkey's decision on build-
ing wall on border with Iran, he said that Iran
welcomes any action that helps security in bor-

der areas.

Arg-e
Bam, an
archltectural
masterpiece

L_| The Arg-e Bam citadel, located in

{ Bam, a city in the southeastern prov-
ince of Kerman, can be traced back
| to the sixth century B.C. It was the
i largest adobe monument in the
{ world made of unbaked clay bricks.
8| But a major quake seriously dam-
aged it in 2003. However, experts
§ are rebuilding the architectural mas-
8 terpiece. Bam and its Cultural Land-
scape is listed by UNESCO as part of

| the World Heritage Site.

Iran unveils
strategic plan
for Persian learning @

Iran plans 800km railway network
expansion by March 2018

we need precise planning,” he said.

The official further noted that connect-
ing the country’s railway network to the
neighboring countries' rail networks is one
of the most important goals of the minis-
try which has not been given the deserved
attention so far. Also in the ceremony,
Saeid Mohammadzadeh, the managing
director of Islamic Republic of Iran Rail-
ways (IRIR), said all necessary measures
are being taken to reduce the railway
transport tariffs to zero.

The 5th International Exhibition of
Rail Transportation, Related Industries
and Equipment of Iran will run at the
Tehran Permanent International Fair-
grounds until Thursday.

Southern coasts to tap Iran
maritime tourism potential

free zones of Chabahar, Kish, and
Qeshm - each home to tens of
tourist destinations - they would
be able to draw sightseers all year
round, not just during the winter
time, explained Abdolreza Moha-
jerinejad who presides over the
CHTHO tourism development and
planning department.

M ‘Sunny’ to speed up maritime
tourism

To speed up maritime tourism in
the south, Sunny - a seven-story cruise
ship owned by Kish Free Zone Organ-
ization - will soon start to embark on
colorful tours in the Persian Gulf and
Sea of Oman.

Putin: Russia
has nothing to
do with cyber
attack

Russia had nothing to do with a mas-
sive global cyber-attack, President
Vladimir Putin said on Monday, calling
for urgent consultations on countering
the hackers.

Hundreds of thousands of comput-
ers in more than 150 countries have
been hit by the ransom ware attack,
which has been described as the larg-
est-ever of its kind.

The attack began on Friday and
struck banks, hospitals and govern-
ment agencies among a variety of
other targets, exploiting known vul-
nerabilities in older Microsoft comput-
er operating systems.

‘As for the source of these threats,
Microsoft's leadership stated this di-
rectly, they said the source of the virus
was the special services of the United
States,” Putin said.

Putin was referring to a weekend
blog post by Microsoft president Brad
Smith stating that the United States Na-
tional Security Agency had developed
the code being used in the attack.

"This completely doesn’t concern
Russia,” Putin added on the sidelines of
an international summit in Beijing.

The U.S. has accused Russia in the
past of mounting several cyber-attacks.

In March the Justice Department
indicted two officials of Russia’s Fed-
eral Security Service and two criminal
hackers whom they allegedly hired to
steal data from some 500 million Ya-
hoo user accounts.

The fast-spreading malware called
"WannaCry," is the first ever detected
to combine both a worm -- which en-
ables it to burrow into an entire net-
work from a single infected computer
-- and ransom ware, demanding $300
(275 euros) in the virtual currency Bit-
coin to unlock systems.

While there was “no significant
damage” to Russian institutions such
as banks and hospitals, Putin said the
incident was “worrisome” and warrant-
ed immediate talks “on a serious po-
litical level”.

“There is nothing good in this and
calls for concern,” he said.

‘A protection system from these
manifestations needs to be worked out”

(Source: AFP)
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‘Cashing JCPOA
check’ will need
1 = revolutionary
government: Raisi

§ TEHRAN — Speaking to his supportsin
e sk Yasuj on Monday, presidential hopeful

Ebrah|m Raisi criticized the incumbent government for
having adopted voluntary actions in implementing the
nuclear deal before having the other side ‘“cash the
check," IRIB reported.

“Cashing the JCPOA check will need a revolutionary
government,” Raisi said.

He also said despite what the government says it
is in fact possible to create jobs in the millions and his
potential government will do that.

Current officials had
&4 even tied ‘drinking

N

" water’ to sanctions:
H»-/i Mirsalim

TEHRAN — ‘It is a real pity that

s k they had even tied drinking water to
ancUons, presidential contender Mostafa Mirsalim said
on Monday in an open reference to President Rouhani
and his inner circle.

Speaking to his fans in Tabriz, Mirsalim said, "We
Iranians can make our own effort to gain a reputable
position,” he stressed. "All of our problems can be solved
with the hands of our young experts”

"Against world progress, we should be introvert. We
have to deal with the world in science, culture and politics
according to power Mirsalim, a mechanical engineer,
remarked, Nasim reported.

Hashemi Taba issues
announcement

TEHRAN — Presidential candidate
d e sk Mostafa Hashemi Taba on Monday
issued an announcement in which he expounded the
policies of principlists, the Rouhani administration, and
his own.

The principlists, he wrote, try to lay waste the services
of the sitting administration by showing a “dark image
consisting of poverty and destitution”.

The second side played into the hands of the
first by trying hard to defend themselves against the
accusations, he said.

He added that his own major policy, however, is to
defend the “land of Iran” as the habitat of the nation
against "environmental threats”.

¢ ‘Campaigning
. =@ ends on Thursday
*° morning’

TEHRAN — Presidential hopefuls and
d e sk city council candidates can continue
their campaigns to 8:00 in the morning of Thursday and
then they will have to stop it according to the law, the
secretary of the state elections headquarters said on
Monday.

Ali Pourali Motlaqg also said that 63,429 polling stations
are being staged across the country for presidential and
council elections and there is “no problem”.

According to Pourali Motlag, there are also 1060
executive bodies to carry out the affairs related to the
Friday elections, Fars reported.

Reform activist
thanks Qalibaf for
leaving presidential
race

TEHRAN — A member of the central
d e sk council of the National Trust party has
sent his thanks to Mohammad Bager Qalibaf for having
stepped out of the presidential race.

“His votes will not go to Mr. Raisi.... But will go to
Rouhani’s basket, Mohammad Javad Hagshenas told the
Islamic Republic News Agency on Monday.

He added that Qalibaf stepped down unsatisfied with
the Popular Front of Revolution Forces because they
were not going to endorse him as their final candidate.

Iran insists it seeks no
tension with Saudi Arabia

Turkish Hurriyet Daily News reported on Tuesday that
Ankara is considering plans to build a wall along the Turkish-
Iranian border as part of measures against the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK).

Reportedly, the wall will be constructed along 70-km of
the border near Agra and [the eastern province of] Igdir, and
the rest will be protected with watch towers and iron fences,
the report further said.

B Iran will keep good ties with France

The Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman also said Iran
and France have always enjoyed good relations and this will
continue under the new leadership in France.

Emmanuel Macron officially took power as president of
France on Sunday.

Qassemi said, “Macron was the French economy minister
and we had good agreements on major projects. We predict
that these ties would continue in the new government”
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Ghalibaf withdraws
presidential bid, endorses Raisi

TEHRAN — Tehran
d e s k mayor  Mohammad

Bagher Ghalibaf withdrew his presidential
candidacy on Monday in favor of Ebrahim
Raisi, hoping he would unseat incumbent
President Hassan Rouhani.

According to the Tasnim news agency,
the decision was made after the central
council of the Popular Front of the Islamic
Revolution held a meeting to assess the
situation ahead of the Friday election.

At the meeting, both Raisi and
Ghalibaf announced their readiness
to withdraw in favor of one another,
however at the end Ghalibaf gave up
the bid for the presidential post and
insisted that he will use all his energy for
the victory of Raisi in the race to unseat
the “incapable” sitting government, the
news agency stated.

In a statement issued on Monday,
Ghalibaf called on his loyalists to vote for
Raisi, underlining that a victory for Raisi
is vital for “the preservation of the inter-
ests of the people, the revolution and the
country”

‘T want all my supporters across the
country to use their capacity for the suc-
cess of our dear brother Hojatoleslam
Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi,” part of his state-
ment said.

As a result of Ghalibaf’s withdrawal, a
second round run-off becomes much less
likely, since polls show the May 19 election
would be a two-man race between Raisi
and Rouhani.

However, still three other candidates
are remaining, one of whom is principlist
politician Mostafa Mirsalim, and the other
two are pro-reform Mostafa Hashemita-

ba and Es'haq Jahangiri, Jahangiri, the
incumbent vice president, is expected to
drop out of the race in the coming days
in support of Rouhani, the incumbent
president.

Hashemitaba, though backing the
performance of the Rouhani administra-
tion, has ruled out the possibility of quit-
ting the race.

Ghalibaf's  withdrawal came as a
surprise to many, as the Tehran mayor
criticized Jahangiri for being a “cover
candidate” for Rouhani and railed against
him for not intending to remain till the
end.

In the last presidential race in 2013,
Rouhani won the election in a landslide

against  five  mostly  conservative
candidates. Ghalibaf came a distant
second to him with 16.5% of the vote.

During the past several weeks, Raisi
and Ghalibaf repeatedly attacked the
Rouhani administration for its inept
handling of the economy and for failing
to deliver what he had promised.

Rouhani, a self-described moderate, is
endorsed by the reformists, with former
President Mohammad Khatami calling on
his supporters to vote for him via a video
posted online on Sunday.

“We will vote for Rouhani for freedom
of thought, reasoning in dialog, abiding
by law in practice, advocating civil rights,
and implementation of social and eco-

nomic justice,” Khatami said in the video.

On the other side, Raisi has the
support of principlists and the Society of
Qom Seminary Teachers.

On April 6, he won the highest number
of votes in a closed primary election
held by the Popular Front of the Islamic
Revolution Forces. In the election, which
was the second of its kind, Ghalibaf came
fourth among five potential candidates.

The front, which is a coalition of sev-
eral principlist groups and is known as
Jamna in Persian, said on May 1 that it
would announce its final decision on its
favored candidate after the last round
of presidential election, which was held
on May 12.

Iran starts construction of ion therapy center

By Ali Kushki

KARAJ — Iran began building its
National Ion Therapy Center with
Austrian help on Monday, in a €200
million  project which follow the
country’s landmark nuclear deal with six
world powers in July 2015.

Senior Iranian  officials, including
nuclear chief Ali Akbar Salehi and
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif,
appeared at the launching ceremony
for the five-year project with a total
treatment capacity of 1200 patents per
annum in three irradiation rooms after
completion.

“We are very serious about this project
because it has to do with the health of our
people and the project is an indication
that the Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran doesn't only deal with nuclear
power plants and enrichment,” Salehi told
reporters.

Also, officials from the leading
Austrian MedAustron, the Austrian Ion
Therapy and Research Centre, attended
the groundbreaking event.

‘I'm so happy that in this very
humanitarian project we came across a
company in Austria, MedAustron, which
is a leading company in this technology,
to embark on this project in Iran/
Salehi said in response to a question by
Austrian media on why Iran chose an
Austrian partner.

To be builtin a gross area of 25,000m2,
the project will use a synchrotron to
accelerate protons and carbon ions to
cure tough-to-treat diseases such as
cancers, preventing an annual currency
outflow of nearly €25 million.

The Iran already uses other photon-
and electron-based radiation therapy
techniques and the project will be the
country's first endeavor to use particle
therapy with protons and carbon ions for
therapeutic purposes.

The procedure, as compared to
photon- and electron-based methods,
will result in secondary cancers, fewer
complications, and less damage to
other organs.

The project has non-clinical uses such
as experimental physics research.

"We finish the construction of the
center in three years and it will also take
us two years to test installed technical
infrastructure,” Salehi told reporters at
the site.

Technological localization, he insisted,
is a key component of the cooperation
and a "huge portion of the equipment,
including power supply and magnets, will
be manufactured inside Iran”

Once completed, the hospital can also
admit patients from nearby countries.

Only five such centers are operating in
the world and Iran will be the sixth one to

join the club.

Iran has seen increasing international
medical cooperation in nuclear-related
areas after the 2015 international nuclear
deal that removed sanctions against

Tehran in return for it rolling back its
nuclear program.

The country uses its 40-megawatt,
heavy-water Arak reactor to produce
isotopes for cancer and other medical

treatments.

It has already begun cooperation with
Russian ROSATOM to build infrastructure
for the manufacturing of stable isotopes
at its Fordo facility.

e

Alumina Iran Co

Call For Identification of EPCF Contractors (Prequalification for Two-Stage International Tender)
AluminaIran Co. intends to launch a call for identification and prequalification of qualified contractors (technically & financially), having
useful background and related experiences in order to design and construct the cast house for 50,000 mt production high quality
aluminum billets in related to the primary aluminum smelter plant which is under construction for Alumia Iran Co. in this announce-
ment, in the form and method of EPCF contract type including all of the enginnering, procurement,construction and financing phases.
® Objective: Design and construction of the cast house for aluminum billet production with 50000 mt per year capacity including all
related equipments materials , industrial and non-industrial buildings and facilities.
® Work Description: scope of work will include, in general, design and engineering activities consist of basic engineering and relevant
documentation, detail engineering and related documentations,procurement activities consist of manufactureing and supply equip-
ment and materials (primarily consist of: VDC casting, continious homogenizing furnace, sawing&stacking, holding furnace, utilities, UT
equipments, etc,) civil works, construction works, erection and commissioning, performance testing, training, provision of know-how,
financing and provision of licenses, all to be performed rendered and provided in accordance with the terms and conditions to be
specified in the tender documents based on EPCF contract type.
@ Site location:
ALUMINA IRAN CO, Km 7 of sankhast road ,city of JAJARM,Northern khorasan province, IRAN
@ Estimation of work duration is 12 months for provisional acceptance and 2 months for training and operation (after provisional
acceptance) of the plant.
Since the pre- qualification assessment of the applicants for the execution of the EPCF project should have been done by the client and
the relevant invitation to bid letter and related tender documents will just present to the eligible applicants,the EPCF contractors should
enclose all of required documents to its interest and readiness letter representing and justifing its potentials,abilities and capabilities to
implent the EPCF project regarding the following pre-qualification indices:

® Relevant experience and work referances

® Good performance history & awards

® Management and planning methodology

@ Financial abilitiy

® Commercial ability in procurement

® Machinary histogram

® Know How

® Organizational chart and man power histogram

@ Quality assurance management

@ HSE management system
With the publication of this public call, domestic and foreign joint ventures and consortiums having sufficient executive, technical and
managerial competence, financial ability and adequate experience in connection with the above motioned projects are invited to an-
nounce their interest in writing (from the date of this first call until latest 14 working days from the last publication of such a call (second
time 5/16/2017) (Thursdays and official holidays are not working days), to implement the project based on EPCF contract type.
Contact information: Project Manager Office / Contractual and legal affairs Dep. Of ALUMINA IRAN CO,, second floor, No. 362, asad
abadi street, Tehran-IRAN
Tel: 009821-88051407 Fax: 009821-88051407 Postal code: 1436773831 Email: info@iranalumina.ir Website: www.iranalumina.ir
Remarks:
® ALUMINA IRAN CO. will evaluate the applicant’s interest letter and documents and select the eligible aplicants.
® It is mandatory that all applicants participate in this prequalification by presenting its own capabilities & abilities to implement the
EPCF industrial projects or forming joint ventures or consortiums consisting of at least two or three companies competent in design and
engineering, supply and procurement of equipment, civil and construction works, erection, testing and commissioning.
® Submission of the letter of interest and readiness does not constitute any rights for applicants.
® After evaluation of submitted prequalification documents and determination of the desired method, the tender documents will be
sent to qualified applicants only. (based on prequalification documents).
® The applicant will accept the expenses related to completion and submission of the prequalification documents.
® The applicant will accept all of legal responsibilities for the rightness and justifications of issued supporting documents attached to
its interest letter and if any deviations have been observed during this stage and the other relevant stages,the applicant should accept
the relevant legal impacts and compensate related probable damages.
@ This call and the contents therein do not constitute any obligation for ALUMINA IRAN CO. to invite any company for tendering, and
so the final decision will be exclusively made by the ALUMINA IRAN CO.

IRAN ALUMINA CO
en.iranalumina.ir
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Syria deploys troops to
border with Jordan, Iraq

Syria is reportedly moving troops to a
desert region near its border with Iraq
and Jordan amid reports that the United
States and allied forces are consolidat-
ing positions in the area for a possible
ground invasion.

Militant  sources and command-
ers said on Monday their intelligence
showed that hundreds of Syrian troops
and their allies with tanks and heavy
equipment had moved in the last few
days to the town of Saba‘a Biyar.

The remote town near the strate-
gic Damascus-Baghdad highway was
captured by the army last week as they
seek to prevent areas left by Takfiri ter-
rorists from falling into the hands of
Western-backed FSA (Free Syrian Army)
militants.

“They have sent big reinforcements
from artillery, to tanks and armored ve-
hicles,” FSA spokesman for the so-called
Southern Front Issam al-Reis told Reu-
ters.

U.S. Special Forces operate and train
FSA militants at the Tanf base near the
Iragi border in the area which is known
as the Syrian Badia, meaning desert in
Arabic.

The base is being expanded to be-
come a launching pad for operations in
the province of Dayr al-Zawr that strad-
dles Irag, Reuters cited regional intelli-
gence sources as saying.

Syrian media on Sunday said gov-
ernment forces have made fresh gains
against terrorists in Dayr al-Zawr.

Army units clashed with terrorist
groups affiliated with the Islamic State
in Irag and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) ter-
rorists in the province, leaving a number
of terrorists killed and their fortifications
and hideouts destroyed.

Last week, about 7,400 troops be-
gan conducting military exercises known
as Exercise Eager Lion in Jordan, in
what was described as the largest and
most complex of their kind conducted
jointly with the U.S.

The exercises prompted concerns
that Washington and its allies were at-
tempting to stage a major intervention
to undermine recent gains made by the

Syr|an military agamst ISIL terrorlsts

As the Syrian military began a new
eastward push to drive out ISIL from
Dawr al-Zawr, Foreign Minister Walid
al-Muallem warned Jordan against get-
ting involved without Syria's permission.

“If the Jordanian forces entered with-
out coordination with the Syrian govern-
ment they will be considered as hostile
forces,” Muallem said.

In addition to the large U.S. presence
on the Jordanian side of the border,
U.S. Special Forces were also spotted in-
side Syria, training a group of militants
called Mughawir al-Thowra, the News-
week magazine reported.

B U.S.-led strike kills 23 civilians
in eastern Syria

Elsewhere, nearly two dozen civilians
have lost their lives when the U.S.-led
coalition purportedly fighting the ISIL
terrorist group carried out an aerial at-
tack against an area in Syria’s eastern
province of Dayr al-Zawr near the bor-
der with Irag, a monitoring group says.

The so- called Br|ta|n based Syr\an

Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR)
said the airstrike targeted the city of Abu
Kamal on the Euphrates River at around
3 a.m. local time (0100 GMT) on Mon-
day.

The group noted that some of those
killed in the strike were civilians displaced
from both Syria’s militant-held northern
province of Raggah and neighboring
Iraq.

The development came less than
two days after a U.S.-led aerial attack in
Ragqgah Province killed 12 women.

The SOHR said the Sunday afternoon
strike had hit vehicles carrying farm
workers home from fields in the east of
the province.

At least 11 people lost their lives and
several others sustained injuries late on
May 9, when the U.S.-led coalition bom-
barded al-Salihiya village in northern
Syria.

There were reportedly four children
and six women among the victims.

-

The U.S.-led coalition has been con-
ducting airstrikes against what are said
to be ISIL targets inside Syria since Sep-
tember 2014 without any authorization
from the Damascus government or a UN
mandate.

The city of Raggah, which lies on the
northern bank of the Euphrates River,
was overrun by ISIL terrorists in March
2013, and was proclaimed the center for
most of the Takfiris" administrative and
control tasks the next year.

The U.S.-led coalition has repeatedly
been accused of targeting and killing ci-
vilians. It has also been largely incapable
of fulfilling its declared aim of destroy-
ing ISIL.

Syria has been fighting different for-
eign-sponsored militant and terrorist
groups since March 2011. United Na-
tions Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de
Mistura estimated last August that more
than 400,000 people had been killed in
the crisis until then.

(Source: agencies)

Saudi Shia town_»under 31ege for sixth day

A Saudi town has entered the sixth day under “siege”
from the kingdom'’s security services, with several peo-
ple reportedly killed in clashes between police and pro-
testers.

The House of Saud regime forces started their attack
on Awamiyah on May 10, using gunships and heavy
weapons. The city in the Eastern Province has a large
Shia population.

The Saudi regime says the aim of the raid is to allow
the demolition of the historic Almosara neighborhood
to make way for a planned renovation project.

Activists have posted pictures and videos of bull-
dozers being accompanied by heavily armored military
vehicles towards the site.

They say the residents of Awamiyah are suffering se-
vere water shortage and are able to access power only
from private generators.

Ameen Nemer, an activist originally from Awamiyah,
told Middle East Eye online news portal that most of
the entrances to the village have been blocked off so
that “cars hardly go out or get in".

"The cleaners are not allowed to go there to collect
the rubbish, neither are the firefighters allowed to do
the job of extinguishing fires wherever it happens, nei-
ther are ambulances allowed to enter Awamiyah,” he
said.

“It's really hard for people and you can imagine

these army vehicles, they would open fire like 24 hours.
People can't sleep. You have these vehicles going back
to where they come and then you have new ones come
to replace these soldiers,” he added.

Last month, United Nations special rapporteur Leilani
Farha warned that the controversial project threatened
the historical and cultural heritage of Awamiyah “with
irreparable harm”.

“Residents have been pressured in many ways, in-
cluding through power cuts, to vacate their homes and
businesses without adequate alternative resettlement
options, leaving them at best with insufficient compen-
sation and at worst, with nowhere to go,” she said.

The Saudi regime Interior Ministry claimed on Friday
that a toddler and a Pakistani resident had been killed

as workers on the renovation project came under fire.

However, media reports said regime forces shot
dead the child while he was moving with his family near
Awamiyah. The child’s mother was also critically injured
in the attack.

A young man, identified as Ali Mohammad Kazim,
was also shot dead at the hands of the Saudi regime
forces on Friday.

Al-Hayat newspaper said a man wanted by the au-
thorities had been killed while the Mira al-Jazeera news
site reported that two locals had also been shot dead
by the security forces.

One of the men was identified by the European Sau-
di Human Rights Organization (ESHRO) as Ali Abdul
Aziz Abu Abdullah.

The Eastern Province has been the scene of peaceful
demonstrations since February 2011. Protesters have
been demanding reforms, freedom of expression, the
release of political prisoners, and an end to economic
and religious discrimination against the oil-rich region.

The protests have been met with a heavy-handed
crackdown by the regime which has ramped up strin-
gent security measures across the province.

In January 2016, Saudi authorities executed Shia
cleric Sheikh Nimr Bagir al-Nimr, who was an outspo-
ken critic of the Riyadh regime. Nimr had been arrested
in Qatif in 2012. (Source: Press TV)

North Korea: New rocket can carry nuclear warhead

North Korea said on Monday it had successfully
launched a new type of ballistic missile in its latest test
which it said was aimed at building capacity to launch
nuclear missiles.

The North fired a ballistic missile that landed in the
sea near Russia on Sunday in a launch that came just
days after South Korea’s new President Moon Jae-in,
who has called for closer engagement with Pyong-
yang, was inaugurated in Seoul.

Sunday’s launch was of a “new ground-to-ground
medium long-range strategic ballistic rocket” named
the Hwasong-12, the official Korea Central News
Agency (KCNA) said.

North Korean Leader Kim Jong-un personally over-
saw the test, it said, and "hugged officials in the field
of rocket research, saying that they worked hard to
achieve a great thing".

Kim accused the United States of "browbeating”
countries that "have no nukes” and warned Washing-
ton not to misjudge the reality that its mainland is in
the North's “sighting range for strike”, KCNA reported.

The missile was launched at the highest angle so as
not to affect the security of neighboring countries and
flew 787km reaching an altitude of 2,111.5km, KCNA

said.

Experts said the altitude reached by the missile test-
ed meant it was launched at a high trajectory, which
would limit the lateral distance it travelled.

But if it was fired at a standard trajectory, it would
have a range of at least 4,000km, according to experts.

It "represents a level of performance never before
seen from a North Korean missile”, aerospace engi-

neering specialist John Schilling wrote on the respect-
ed 38 North website.

"The test-fire aimed at verifying the tactical and
technological specifications of the newly developed
ballistic rocket capable of carrying a large-size heavy
nuclear warhead,” KCNA said.

It appeared to demonstrate an intermediate-range
ballistic missile (IRBM) that could “reliably strike the
U.S. base at Guam” in the Pacific, he said, and “more
importantly, may represent a substantial advance to
developing an intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)".

In a statement after the launch, the United States
President Donald Trump's White House called North
Korea a “flagrant menace” and urged “far stronger
sanctions” against the isolated nation.

The North says it needs atomic weapons to defend
itself against the threat of invasion and has carried out
two atomic tests and dozens of missile launches since
the beginning of last year.

Tensions on the Korean Peninsula have heightened
in recent weeks due to Pyongyang's nuclear program
and missile tests and threats from Trump that the U.S.
could take unilateral action against it in retaliation.

(Source: Al Jazeera)
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EU urges sides in
Venezuela conflict to end
clashes peacefully

European Union (EU) foreign ministers have called on the
government and the opposition in Venezuela to abstain from
violence and seek a peaceful solution to the clashes on the
streets, which have left nearly 40 people killed.

"Violence and the use of force will not resolve the crisis in
the country,’ said a statement by EU foreign ministers after
their meeting in Brussels on Monday.

The statement added that all sides in Venezuela needed to
work towards a settlement, which would allow “the establish-
ment of an electoral calendar”

At least 38 people have been killed in protests and street
clashes between followers and opponents of President Nicolas
Maduro.

The protesters have demanded a snap election, saying Ma-
duro should immediately leave office as he has been unable to
find a solution to the oil-rich country’s economic woes. Madu-
ro insists that the Western-backed opposition is using a global
slump in oil prices to heap pressure on his administration.

The EU urged Venezuela's government to allow peaceful
protests in the country.

"The fundamental rights of the Venezuelan people must be
respected, including the right to peacefully demonstrate,” said
the EU statement, adding that an alleged government deci-
sion to “expand and further strengthen armed civilian groups
is worrying as it can fuel further violence and does not con-
tribute to a solution.”

The EU also said that it was ready to cooperate with Ca-
racas to ensure the protection and security of more than
600,000 European citizens in Venezuela.

Protests in Venezuela started on April 1 when the opposi-
tion criticized a move by the powerful, pro-government Su-
preme Court to dismiss parliament members from its board.
The court later withdrew the decision but protests turned into
a massive call for Maduros removal from office.

Reports say that dozens have also been injured during the
protests. (Source: Press TV)

France’s Macron names
conservative Edouard
Philippe as prime minister

Newly inaugurated centrist President Emmanuel Macron
appointed on Monday conservative Edouard Philippe as
prime minister, an unprecedented move in postwar France
in the voluntary choice of a head of government from out-
side the president’s party.

Philippe, 46, a lawmaker and mayor of port city Le Havre
and a close associate of prominent conservative Alain Ju-
ppe, is from the moderate wing of The Republicans party.
He will be a counterweight to the former Socialist MPs who

have joined Macron’s cause. (Source: Reuters)

Pakistani forces shoot
dead 4 militants in Punjab

Pakistani security forces have shot dead at least four militants
during a raid on a militant hideout in a central district of Pun-
jab province.

Chaudhry Mohammad Saleem, an official with the coun-
try's counter-terrorism department, said on Monday that the
militants were killed when police returned fire during the se-
curity operation in Khanewal.

The official added that three other militants managed to
escape.

Saleem said a large amount of ammunition, such as hand
grenades, assault rifles and a cache of explosives were seized
in the raid.

Sources said the militants belonged to Jamat-ul-Ahrar, a
breakaway faction of the Pakistani Taliban, which has carried
out numerous deadly attacks across Pakistan over the past
few months.

The faction has also expressed support for the Islam-
ic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) Takfiri terrorist
group, which is active mainly in Irag and Syria.

The latest raid was part of an intelligence operation
launched jointly by the Pakistani police and military in urban
areas of the country.

In recent months, Pakistani security forces have targeted
militants who had fled military offensives in lawless tribal re-
gions along the Afghan border, which has long served as a
safe haven for local and foreign militants.

In a separate development, a roadside bombing wound-
ed four Pakistani paramilitary troops in Mastung district of
the southwestern province of Balochistan. Abdul Nabi, a lo-
cal police official said injuries were caused after a roadside
bomb struck the troops’ vehicle. Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, an out-
lawed extremist group, claimed responsibility for the attack.

An attack by ISIL in Mastung on Friday killed 28 people.
ISIL said it had targeted a Pakistani lawmaker seen as close
to the Taliban.

Thousands of Pakistanis have lost their lives in bombings
and other militant attacks since 2001, when Pakistan entered
an alliance with the United States in the so-called war on
terror. Thousands more have been displaced by the wave of
violence and militancy sweeping across the country.

(Source: Press TV)
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4% 9 foreign financers
%;' ready to fund Iran’s
= plane purchase

TEHRAN — Iranian Deputy Trans-
d e s port Minister Asghar Fakhrieh Kashan
announced on Monday that none foreign financing
companies from Asia and Europe have voiced willing-
ness to fund Iran’s purchases of airplanes from giant
airplane manufacturers, IRNA reported.

Making the remarks on the sidelines of the 5th In-
ternational Exhibition of Rail Transportation, Related
Industries and Equipment of Iran (RAILEXPO 2017),
the Iranian deputy minister said that the nine financial
companies are from Japan, Norway, Denmark, China,
Ireland, and Britain.

Proceedings to hold a tender for selecting the fi-
nancer are underway, he added.

EAEU, Iran agree on
consultation co-op:
Putin

TEHRAN — Eurasian Economic Union
d e s Kk (EAEU)and Iran have agreed to launch
consultation cooperation, Russian President Vladimir
Putin said on Monday.

He made the statement at a roundtable meeting
during the second day of the international “One Belt,
One Road" forum in Beijing, Sputnik reported.

Putin mentioned Egypt, India, Serbia and Singapore
the other countries with them EAEU has reached agree-
ment on consultation cooperation.

“The EAEU is steadily expanding its foreign ties.
Some 50 European, Asian and Latin American states
showed interest to cooperation with it the Russian
president further noted.

EAEU is an international organization for regional
economic integration. Its member states are Armenia,
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Russia.

UK employers plan smallest
pay rises since 2013: survey

British employers plan to increase pay at the weakest rate
since 2013, a survey showed on Monday, offering poor
prospects for British households already strained by higher
inflation since last year’s Brexit vote.

Employers on average expected to raise basic pay
awards in the year ahead by 1.0 percent, down from 1.5
percent in the previous quarter’s survey, the Chartered In-
stitute of Personnel and Development (CIPD) said.

Last week Bank of England Governor Mark Carney
warned that households faced a challenging time, as wage
growth was set to turn negative in inflation-adjusted terms.

Rising inflation, fuelled by rising energy costs and the
pound’s post Brexit vote plunge, almost completely can-
celled out the growth in pay of British workers during the
three months to February, official data showed last month.

Living standards are a hot political topic ahead of a June
8 national election. Prime Minister Theresa May will prom-
ise on Monday to extend British workers’ rights in a push
to win over supporters of the opposition Labor Party.

While the BoE's expectation for solid economic growth
in the next few years hinges on wage growth picking up
significantly, the CIPD survey showed no sign that employ-
ers are thinking about ratcheting up pay as yet.

Gerwyn Davies, labor market adviser at the CIPD, said
weak pay partly reflected British businesses’ long-stand-
ing difficulties at raising productivity, and said he expected
living standards would fall for many employees this year.

“This could create higher levels of economic insecurity
and could have serious implications for consumer spend-
ing, which has helped to support economic growth in re-
cent months,” .

Other indicators of future wage growth, like the month-
ly REC survey and the Bank of England’s regional agents’
report, have pointed to a dearth of upward pressure on
pay.

The government capped annual basic pay rises for
most public-sector workers at 1 percent in 2013, after a
three-year pay freeze.

The CIPD said pay expectations for the private sector
held steady at 2.0 percent, but weakened in the voluntary
sector and were stuck at 1.0 percent in the public sector.

Still, the survey suggested employment will continue to
increase in the second quarter, albeit at a slower rate than
at the start of this year.

Official monthly labor market data are due on Wednes-
day. Economists polled by Reuters expect growth in aver-
age weekly earnings, excluding bonuses, held steady at 2.2
percent in the three months to March.

(Source: Reuters)
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TEHRAN — The first
s K cargo of liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG) produced in the
phases 15 and 16 of Iran’s South Pars
gas field was exported on Monday,
IRNA quoted Mohsen Miri, a director
in Pars Oil and Gas Company (POGC).
POGC is in charge of implanting
development phases of South Pars,
a supergiant gas field Iran shares with
Qatar in Persian Gulf waters.

The field is estimated to contain
over 14 billion barrels of oil in its oil
layer. 1t is also estimated to contain
a significant amount of natural gas,
accounting for about eight percent
of the world’s reserves, and approx-
imately 18 billion barrels of conden-
sate.

Phases 15 and 16 of the field pro-
duce 56 million cubic meters per day
(mcm/d) of sour gas and 50 mcm/d of
sweet gas as well as 75,000 barrels of
gas condensate and 400 tons of sulfur
per day.

The phases also produce one mil-
lion tons of ethane and one million
tons of LPG per annum.

Addressing the inaugural ceremo-

1st LPG cargo exported from
South Pars phases 15, |

ny of these phases in January 2016,
Rokneddin Javadi, the previous man-

aging director of National Iranian Qil
Company (NIOC), put the worth of

project to develop phase 15 and 16
at $5.5 billion.

Iran, Latin Amerlca call for bllateral mining co-op

TEHRAN — During The first
d e s Kk Jran-Latin American countries joint
meeting on cooperation opportunities in mining
sector which was held in Tehran on Monday, the two
sides emphasized the expansion of mining cooper-
ation.

The event was attended by Mehdi Karbasian, the
head of Iranian Mines and Mining Industries De-
velopment and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO),
some high-ranking Iranian officials and a handful of
Latin American countries ambassadors.

During the meeting, Keshavarzian, a director at
Iran’s foreign ministry, said that there are no limits
for cooperation between Iran and Latin American

countries in mining sector.

He also mentioned Latin America’s special posi-
tion in Iran’s foreign policy saying that Iran is ready
for cooperation in all areas especially in technology,
investment, mining and related industries with the
Latin American countries.

Elsewhere in the meeting the head of IMIDRO
also voiced the country’s readiness for cooperation
in mining sector and related industries.

He also noted that Iran has envisaged attracting
$50 billion of foreign investment in mining sector
during the country’s Sixth Five-Year National Devel-
opment Plan (2016-2021), so Latin American coun-
tries’ investments are welcomed in this regard.

U.S. companies push hard for lower tax rate on offshore profits

Major U.S. multinationals are pushing the
Trump administration to deepen the tax
break it has already tentatively proposed
on $2.6 trillion in corporate profits being
held offshore, a key piece in Washington’s
intricate tax reform puzzle.

As President Donald Trump tries to de-
liver on his campaign promise to overhaul
the tax code, lobbyists for technology,
drug and other manufacturers are work-
ing with officials behind closed doors, six
lobbyists working with various industries
told Reuters.

In line with tax cuts already embraced
by Republicans in the House of Represent-
atives, the lobbyists said they are telling
the White House and Treasury Depart-
ment that if companies are forced to bring
home, or repatriate, foreign earnings, they
want a sharply reduced tax rate.

The lobbyists are making an aggressive
case that cutting the tax rate on offshore
profits to 10 percent from 35 percent, as
the administration has indicated it may fa-
vor, is not enough.

Rather, the lobbyists said they want a

lower, bifurcated rate of 3.5 percent on
earnings already invested abroad in illiquid
assets, such as factories, and 8.75 percent
on cash and liquid assets.

During the 2016 presidential cam-
paign, Trump proposed setting the rate at
10 percent, and argued it could be used
to raise tax revenue to pay for tax cuts or
infrastructure.

Discussion of hard numbers in the
long-running repatriation debate may in-
dicate tax reform is advancing on Trump’s
slow-moving domestic policy agenda. Or

it may just be lobbyists trying to set the
early framework for a long slog ahead,
which could be adjusted if they get con-
cessions elsewhere.

“For us, it's how you create a tax en-
vironment where you give business long-
term certainty,” one lobbyist said.

The changes being discussed are part
of larger tax reform, another lobbyist said:
“Our international tax system is out of
whack with the rest of the world. This sys-
tem is not sustainable”

(Source: Reuters)

Saudi Arabia, Russia agree oil output cuts until March 2018

Saudi Arabia and Russia, the world's two top oil producers,
agreed on Monday to extend oil output cuts for a further
nine months until March 2018 in a bid to erode a global
crude glut, pushing up prices.

The timing of the announcement ahead of OPEC's next
official meeting on May 25 and the statement’s strong word-
ing surprised markets, and the move will go a long way to
ensure that other OPEC members and other producers who
participated in the initial round of cuts fall into line.

In a joint statement that followed an earlier meeting, Sau-
di energy minister Khalid al-Falih and his Russian counterpart
Alexander Novak said they had agreed to prolong an exist-
ing deal by another nine months until March 2018.

The ministers pledged “to do whatever it takes” to reduce
global inventories to their five-year average and expressed
optimism they will secure support from producers beyond
those in the current deal, the statement said.

"There has been a marked reduction to the inventories,
but we're not where we want to be in reaching the five-year
average," said Falih at a briefing in Beijing alongside Novak.

AL

be extended”

Under the current agreement that started on Jan. 1, the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC),
and other producers including Russia pledged to cut output
by almost 1.8 million barrels per day (bpd) during the first
half of the year.

Saudi, the defacto leader of OPEC, and Russia, the world's
biggest producer, together control a fifth of global supplies.

would agree to extend the cut, the timing and wording of
the statement sent crude prices up more than 1.5 percent
in Asian trading.

“T think OPEC and Russia recognize that in order to get
the market back on their side they will need ‘shock and awe’
tactics where they need to go above and beyond a sim-
ple extension of the deal’ said Virendra Chauhan, Singa-
pore-based analyst at Energy Aspects.

“The market will also be looking at export cuts and not
just production cuts, which is what is required to rebalance
the market”

Major producers had been forced to consider lengthen-
ing the cuts as crude futures have languished around $50
per barrel as markets remain well supplied even after the
current deal.

An OPEC source familiar with the market situation told
Reuters earlier on Monday that oil inventories in floating
storage have declined by one-third since the start of the
year.

Russia and Saudi Arabia together control around 20 mil-

"We've come to conclusion that the agreement needs to

Bets on OPEC rally are gone and
that may be good for crude

Hedge funds have undone all their wa-
gers on an OPEC-driven ail rally, and that
could be good for prices.

Bets on West Texas Intermediate fu-
tures have all gone back to where they
were before OPEC agreed to cut output,
data from the U.S. Commodity Futures
Trading Commission show. The silver lin-
ing is that this is how money managers
lay the groundwork for a rebound, and
the steady drop in U.S. supplies may
be just the fodder optimists needed to
start anew. “There’s now fresh ammu-
nition ready to reenter the market," John
Kilduff, a partner at Again Capital New
York-based hedge fund that focuses on
energy, said by telephone. ‘A huge shake
out invites a rally”

That turnaround might already have
started. Crude had its best week since
March after stubbornly high U.S. stock-
piles fell the most this year, giving hope to
investors searching for signs that a global
glut is easing. It was the fifth straight de-
cline, and it was accompanied by drops
in gasoline and distillate fuel inventories.

"We should continue to have crude
draws, the last one was profound, Jay
Hatfield, a New York-based portfolio man-
ager of the InfraCap MLP exchange-trad-
ed fund with $375 million in assets, said by

telephone. “There will be a lot of attention
paid to U.S. stockpiles in the weeks ahead

Skeptics will be keeping an eye on ris-
ing U.S. output, which reached 9.3 million
barrels a day in the week ended May 5,
the highest since April 2015, according to
the Energy Information Administration.
Output is poised to rise further in the
months ahead as U.S. explorers stage the
longest drilling ramp-up since 2011.

M Shorts surge

Money managers’ WTI net-long po-
sition tumbled 17 percent to 168,814 fu-
tures and options in the week ended May
9, according to the CFTC. That was the
lowest since November. Longs, which had
already slumped to pre-OPEC deal lev-
els a week earlier, edged up 2.1 percent.
Shorts surged 37 percent and have tripled
since the end of February.

While the surge in bets on declining
prices reflects a loss of faith in OPEC's abil-
ity to rebalance the market, it also paves
the way for a rebound when positive news
like the US. stockpiles slump rekindles
optimism. That's because at some point
short-sellers need to go on a buying spree
called short-covering to return securities
they borrowed and sold. The coming
weeks will tell if that's what's happening.

(Source: Bloomberg)

While it was broadly expected that OPEC and Russia

lion bpd in daily output.

(Source: Reuters)

Egypt still has work to do
despite glowing IMF review

Egypt should make it easier to do
business and try harder to attract
direct investment if it is to make
progress towards economic recovery
after passing its first review from
the International Monetary Fund,
economists say.

An IMF delegation was in Cairo
last week to assess reform efforts. In
a largely encouraging statement on
Friday, it said the program was “off to
a good start” and agreed on a second
loan instalment of $1.25 billion, part of
a $12 billion arrangement to support
economic reforms.

Egypt floated its currency last
November and hiked interest rates in
an effort to attract foreign currency
back into the banking system. The
move attracted at least $8 billion in
remittances that once found their way
to the black market.

The government also introduced a
value-added tax and subsidy cuts to
curb the budget deficit, moves the IMF
said would boost Egypt’s fiscal position.
Cairo is trying to cut the deficit to 9.1
percent next year from an expected
10.9 percent this year.

"We are seeing aggressive reforms
from the government to bring the

deficit down and we're seeing numbers
improving beyond expectations when it
comes to foreign liquidity in the banking
sector,’ said Hany Farahat, economist at
Cairo-based (I Capital.

Egypt is struggling to revive its
economy since the Arab Spring uprising
of 2011 drove away tourists and foreign
investors, important sources of hard
currency.

M Certificate of confidence”

Egypts Finance Ministry said the
IMF review was “a new certificate of
confidence for the strength of the
Egyptian economic reform program”.

Since the float, foreign investment
in Egyptian government securities has
reached $5.7 billion, against pre-float
levels of $100 million.

"Egypt has succeeded in attracting
large amounts of portfolio investment.
The next big step is attracting direct
investment, whether local or foreign,
and for that to happen a regulatory
environment for investment needs to
be cleared, said Reham El-Desouki,
economist at Arqaam Capital.

Egypt is passing laws aimed at
attracting investment but economists
say it must expedite matters to reassure
investors. (Source: Reuters)
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In Closing Ceremony:

Winners of 4th Intl. Photo Festival
Dubbed “Today Shiraz” Announced

The closing ceremony of 4th International Photo Festival
dubbed “Today Shiraz” was held in the presence of mayor
of Shiraz, based on which, winners of the festival were an-
nounced. It should be noted that Shiraz was appointed as
OIC Youth Capital in 2017.

Martyrs are duly called as real artists.

Mayor of Shiraz Alireza Pak-Fetrat was the first speaker in
the closing ceremony who pointed to the martyrs and said:
‘Actually, esteemed martyrs were the real artists and crafts-
men who bestowed their body and soul in the field of free-
dom and independence of Islamic Iran”

Certainly, art is the soul of city and community, he said,
adding: "With their artistic activities, artists and craftsmen
blow this spirit to the skeleton of community and help moti-
vate dynamicity in the city considerably”

Dynamicity without paying attention to the art and artists
will be foiled, he maintained.

He pointed to the sublime instructions of supreme Leader

of the Islamic Revolution with regard to the significance of art
and artists and said: “Undoubtedly, photographer artists bur-
den the heavy responsibility in the society and are considered
as the most meticulous individuals in the community”
Elsewhere in his remarks, he expressed his special thanks
to the responsible officials who cooperated with the Secre-
tariat of the Festival for better organizing of this prestigious
event and said: "Art and culture form the basic element of
every community. Undoubtedly, any civilization and message
will not be perpetual and dynamic without artistic and cultural

attempts”

He, who is the head of 4th International Photo Festival
dubbed "Today Shiraz", expressed hope that this Festival will
be expanded and developed with the cooperation of out-
standing photographers.

He also referred to the hardware and software infrastruc-
tures and said: "The Municipality of Shiraz has focused on
boosting hardware and software infrastructures deservedly”

It is hoped that all executive organizations will be able to
use their potentials for the expansion of Iranian and Islamic
culture across the world, he observed.

In the end, Secretariat of 4th International Photo Festival
pointed to the trend of organizing this prestigious Festival in
previous editions and said: “The first edition of this Festival

A

“Tourism and Pilgrimage” Section

was held in provincial level while its second edition was held
in the national level”

Director General of Municipality of Shiraz for Communi-
cations and Intl. Affairs Hashem Mazaherizadeh was the next
speaker who pointed to a yearlong hosting of Shiraz as OIC
Youth Capital in 2017 and added: “4th International Photo
Festival dubbed "Today Shiraz” is one of the salient artistic
and cultural events considered as the Capital of Youth in the
Islamic World!

Turning to the membership of 56 countries in the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in the Youth Assembly of
the Islamic World (ICYF-DC), he considered organizing such
prestigious festivals as a valuable and effective move in intro-
duction of belongings of cities to the world and said: “Truly,
Shiraz is adorned to the titles such as 3rd holy shrine of the
Ahl al-Bayt (AS) and cradle of Iranian and Islamic civilization”

With due observance to the said issue, Shiraz, as cradle
of civilization, moves forwards the path of all-out growth and

development, he opined.

Turning to the organizing 4th edition of the Festival in
international level, he stated: "This edition was held in three
sections of 1- “tourism and pilgrimage”, 2- “urban structure”
and 3- "here is the kindness and compassion’”.

In the Festival's "tourism and pilgrimage” section, 2,760 ar-
tistic works from 70 foreign photographers and 359 domestic
photographers were sent to the Secretariat of the Festival, he
reiterated.

Elsewhere in his remarks, he pointed to the organizing
photography camp, which was held a couple of
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days ago in Shiraz, in the “urban structure” section and said:
“In this section, 850 photographers from other provinces ex-
cept Shiraz and 150 foreign photographers sent their resume
to the secretariat of the Festival. Finally, 80 photographers
from other provinces of the country (except Shiraz) and 21
foreign photographers were invited to attend the camp!’

In the 3rd section of this Festival dubbed “Here IS Kind-
ness’, totally, 1,953 photos were loaded on the Instagram
page of this festival, he said, adding: "In this section, enthu-
siasts from across the world could take part in this contest
with the topics entitled “Islamic lifestyle”, "Social Etiquettes’,
“Citizenship Culture’, etc.

Totally, 7,313 artistic works were sent to the Secretariat of
the Festival, he said, adding: “These works were evaluated
and arbitrated by top national jurors”

Topics such as taking photography from Iran national and
religious places and monuments as well as other Islamic land
and territories were highlighted in the “tourism and pilgrim-
age” section of the Festival, he maintained.

In the "urban structure” section, it was focused on modern
urban building, green space and also participation of people
in urban spaces and also business environment.

In the end, Director General of Municipality of Shiraz
for Communications and Intl. Affairs Hashem Mazaher-
izadeh expressed his special thanks to the functionaries of
Fars Province Culture and Islamic Guidance Department
General and said: “Fars Province Youth Affairs and Sports
Department General launched unsparing cooperation and
collaboration with the Secretariat in better organizing of
the Festival since Shiraz was selected as OIC Youth Capital
in 2017

Head of Youth Assembly of OIC (ICYF-DC):

Youth in the Islamic World Victimized by Takfiri
and Sectarian Policies

Tugba Ceren, represented by Ambassador Iishad
Iskandarov, Head of Youth Assembly of Organization of Is-
lamic Conference (OIC) (ICYF-DC), read his message at the
Festival and said: “On behalf of 500 million Muslim youth of
countries as members of the Organization of Islamic Con-

d * : (¥ 3 a ference, I emphasize strongly that youth of Islamic Um-
% Pal: Pl Name and Surname Rank mah have been victimized by the Takfiri and sectarian
Amin Rahmani Top Rank pdhi/ldeT' which hta_ve ”sovved seeds of discord and disunity
in Muslim countries:
Seyyed Mohsen Peyrovinejad Top Rank Youth Assembly of OIC (ICYF-DC) is after creating a
platform for the Muslim youth using international pro-
Reza Raadboypour Top Rank gram of OIC Youth Capital in 2017, he said, adding: ‘As
Eskandar Sanjook Praiseworthy Rank a member Qf ‘Islam‘|c Ummah, the Assembly will be able
- - - - to increase its identity awareness and strengthen brotherly
Amir-Hossein Kamali Praiseworthy Rank bonds among OIC member states through the organizing
- - these programs!
Ali Safapour Praiseworthy Rank Under such circumstances, Youth Assembly of OIC
Adel Azizi Praiseworthy Rank . | " _ ¥ (CYF-DQ) is after strengthening, empowering youth of Is-
- — - . 7 lamic Ummah and turning the youth in Islamic Ummah into
Ali Salehi Niroomand Praiseworthy Rank Tugba Ceren, represented by the outstanding citizens, he emphasized. o
“Urban Structures” Section Ambassador Ilshad Iskandarov Islamic identity has supremacy to any other identity, he
said, addmg. Despite challenges facing Islam|c ummah,
Name and Surname Rank 2 ' organizing programs such as OIC Youth Capital in 2017
Seyyed Ali Mir-Emadi 1 Rank 4 will sp?read é)elafe, ;ec\x/rit%duniw and amity among Muslim
people in the Islamic World”
Amin Berenjkar 2nd Rank ~Inthe end, he expressed his special thanks to the Mu-
— - nicipality of Shiraz, Fars Province youth Affairs and Sports
Rasa Ghavam Shahidi 3 Rank Department General, Fars Province Governor-Generalship
Erfan S £ Prai th and Secretariat of Festival dubbed, Shiraz, Youth Capital
rian samaniar raisewortiy of Islamic World for better organization of this prestigious
Amir Najafloo Shahpar Praiseworthy feSUDV,aL o Comeral of Fare Province Yout Afaie o
- - - irector General of Fars Province You airs an
Majid Bazaei Praiseworthy Sports Heidar Ali Kamyab Kalantari was the next speaker
. : . who said: “Selection of Shiraz as OIC Youth Capital in 2017
Ali Asadollahi Praiseworthy has paved suitable ways for artists and art enthusiasts in
Hossein Khosravi Praiseworthy Iran and Fars Province to show their capabilities and poten-
tials in various arenas!
“Here Is Kindness™ Section Shiraz is the cradle of culture, civilization, science, art
Name and Surname Rank and religion, he said, adding: "In the meantime, proper op-
: - : - portunity has been created for this province in order to
Afshin Heidari Praiseworthy outshine and showcase its capabilities and merits!"
: ] . ] A license was received for the construction of camp of
Amin Rahmani (four artistic Praiseworthy youth leaders in Shiraz in 2016 at the time of negotiating
(works with the officials of QIC, he said, adding: “The camp is the
: ] main hub for convening the youth of Islamic World in or-
Alireza Forsatkar Praiseworthy der to exchange culture, science, art and sports with one
Alireza Isavi Praiseworthy another”
— - - Preliminary steps have been provided for the construc-
Majid Shaghaei Fallah Praiseworthy tion of camp special of youth leaders in eastern Shiraz, he
. : id, adding: "It is hoped that this camp will be put into
Samaneh Shirazi Praiseworthy >aich, addi !
operation in 2018!
Hamid Salari Praiseworthy Elsewhere in his remarks, he added: "The young and
- talented youth of Shiraz can take giant strides in the path
Jalal Shams-Azaran Praiseworthy of peace and friendship as two salient and important rec-
Es’haq Aqaei Praiseworthy ommendations in the pure religion of Islam for all people
around the world!
Mojgan Ja’fari Praiseworthy . In ths end, Direcg)r Ge‘neral OfgarS‘PrOViﬂCﬁ Y(?(utg ?f—
] ; ] p airs and Sports Heidar Ali Kamyab Kalantari thanked the
Kiyanoush Sa’adati Praiseworthy Municipality of Shiraz for better organization of this pres-
Amir Sadeghian Praiseworthy tigious Festival in Shiraz.
It should be noted that the winners of 4th Intl. Photo
Sadegh Zabbah Praiseworthy Festival dubbed “Today Shiraz" at the end of this prestig-
: : ] ious Festival.
Amir Najafloo Shahpar Praiseworthy 'OUIS oo : -
n addition, jury members of the Festival, consisting of
Hamid-Reza Bazargani Praiseworthy Dr: Mohammad Sattari famous and distinguished research-
- - er, Fatemeh Kohansal, Shahrbanoo Sabet, Sajjad Arvand,
Jaber Gholami Praiseworthy As'ad Naghshbandi, Esmaeil Abbasi and Zohreh Sehhat,
- ] _— were appreciated deservedly.
Khashayar Fazel Kashani Praiseworthy Rasa Ghavam Shahidi “Tourism and Pilgrimage” Section

By: A .Saeidi
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Southern front lines stalled

for weeks in west Mosul
By Shelly Kittleson

Following the fall of the Maamil neighborhood in west
Mosul to the Iragi forces May 10, “only 15 neighborhoods
remained under control of the Islamic State (ISIL)in Mosul, all
of which are surrounded by the Iraqi forces,” said Bashar al-
Kiki, the head of the Ninevah Provincial Council. In order to
manage the liberation of the remaining areas, the Iraqi joint
forces announced a plan to divide the areas into different
parts, each of which has been assigned to specific forces.

In the area of Bab al-Jadid in west Mosul, which is held
by the federal police, suicide attackers infiltrated the front
line April 28 and one killed a staff colonel in charge of the
area before blowing himself up, Col. Mohammad Hussein
Salman told Al-Monitor two days later in an interview at the
site of the attack.

The officer killed, Staff Col. Khidher Abdulmahdi, left
behind several children, including an infant who had been
born while he was at the front and whom he had not yet
seen, Salman, a deputy brigade commander, said.

M The defense line

“Suicide bombers usually shoot at you and then throw
hand grenades, and then they blow themselves up when
you try to catch them,” Salman added, stressing that this
time the attacker had infiltrated the defense line in the
predawn hours and targeted the staff colonel from inside
a former shop.

Various body parts of the attackers had been left around
the area where they had fallen, while young recruits manned
a dirt embankment that cut off access to a main road leading
out of the former market nearby. The men were holding
their ground, and had no plans to move forward.

One of the officers who spent time with Al-Monitor at
the front line, Capt. Haidar Mohamad Abdurrida al-Isawi,
was killed by a sniper in the same spot a few days later,
on May 4.

Across the market, other federal police were stationed in
what was formerly a school, with large photos of little girls
with white headscarves wrapped around their heads and
skyward visages superimposed on photos of the hajj and
the Kaaba in the Muslim holy city of Mecca.

Holes had been drilled through the walls for ease of
movement, and chunks of the wall remained on the ground,
ignored by officers trying not to trip as they rushed across
spaces potentially within the sight of snipers.

Through a hole in a wall at the very edge of the territory
held by the federal police, a desolate landscape of destroyed
buildings and roads cluttered with rubble can be seen. The
sound of snipers’ bullets attests to ISIL' presence. A few
projectiles pass through the forest green sandbags stuffed
into a glassless window, making the officers nearby duck
and call for heavier weaponry.

Many civilians are still inside the area. They have not
been able to leave through the southern sections for several
weeks, Salman said, adding that ISIL “is 50 meters [54 yards]
away, at the most!"

At the Hammam al-Alil base about 30 kilometers (18
miles) south of Mosul, a photo of the staff colonel killed in
Bab Al-Jadid hangs over Lt. Gen. Raed Shaker Jawdat's desk.

Many Iragi news channels come to Hammam al-Alil base
from Erbil to take live shots against a backdrop of helicopters’
coming and going. They the journalists return to their hotels
in the capital of the Kurdistan Regional Government, which
is much closer than Baghdad. A few stay at the base and go
out to the front.

M The front line

Those who have stayed find that the front line in the
southern sections has moved extremely little, or not at all, in
recent weeks. But the base itself has been targeted by three
suicide attacks, Jawdat told Al-Monitor in an interview at his
office there.

He added that all of the attackers were foreign fighters
but had used members of the local population for
reconnaissance and to prepare the attacks.

"We captured all of them, he said, claiming that his
forces were continuing to kill significant ISIL terrorists inside
Mosul, including a man named Abu Sidra, who he said was
involved in the production of chemical weapons.

Jawdat said ISIL had controlled the local population’s lives,
thinking and finances since 2005 — some nine years before
the transnational group came to international attention with
the dramatic taking of Mosul in June 2014 — and that it
would take a long time to change the situation.

He estimated that around 1,200 ISIL terrorists were still
inside the city as of May 1. Some sleeper cells are still in the
liberated areas, including in Hammam al-Alil, he added.

Jawdat estimated that between 300,000 and 400,000
civilians were still in the areas of the city occupied by ISIL
and that it was proving very difficult to get them out.

During a visit by Al-Monitor on April 30 to the Nabi
Sheet area, known for a mosque razed by ISIL just over a
month after it took the city, Staff Brig. Gen. Hafez Hless al-
Tami, the head of the federal police’s Fifth Division, said the
division was tasked with “holding defensive positions while
operations are conducted from other axes!

In a previous visit by Al-Monitor to the area in mid-
March, the same streets that were safe one day to traverse
were not so the next due to sniper fire. The same situation
was seen over a month later.

Tami said civilians had not been able to leave the area
for several weeks because of the danger from the crossfire,
as snipers in the area are insidious.

Although “they do not hold positions” he said,
they create problems for the forces stationed there by
“sneaking up and sometimes taking over buildings that
are in view of our units”

For the moment, the defensive lines seem to be
holding, albeit with frequent losses due to snipers and
suicide bombers.

Operations by Iragi forces to retake the city have now
switched to the northern axis, and sources on the southern
front say that no advances will be made from the southern
part of the Old City until more pressure has been put on ISIL
from the other side.

(Source: Al Monitor)
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Trump should clarify his anti-Muslim
position during his trip to Saudi Arabia

By Thembisa Fakude

At the end of his tenure as the President
of the United States, Barack Obama gave
a stunning warning about Donald Trump's
election campaign promises. Its gist was
that the Republican candidate would
soon face a sobering reality check on his
most controversial policies.

President Trump has already reneged
on many campaign promises, shifting
and softening his position on NATO
and China, for example. During a press
conference with NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg at the White House,
Trump told journalists, ‘T said NATO was
obsolete, it is no longer obsolete” After
suggesting a “relook” at the One China
policy, he invited President Xi Jinping to
the White House and has sent senior
diplomats to China in an attempt to clarify
the U.S. position and improve relations.

The sobering reality check continues
daily, prompting his trusted advisor Kellyanne
Conway to come up with innovative spin to
get him out of his selfFmade mess. It was
Conway who came up with the notion
of "alternative facts” to minimize the PR
damage to the Trump presidency.

M Two types of “facts”

According to Trumps team, there are
essentially two types of “facts”; those
that were uttered during the presidential
campaign and those uttered by the
president afterwards. Any of the former
which contradict the latter are annulled;
presidential utterances take precedence.
Controversial at best, this has affected public
trust in politics under Trump in the U.S.

Donald Trump’s election campaign was
built on two controversial promises: he
would build a wall along the U.S. border
with Mexico; and institute a blanket ban
on Muslims going to America, "until we
know exactly what the hell is going on”.
Neither has yet seen the light of day. In
fact, a somewhat different ban has replaced
the latter, with Muslims coming from a
selected number of Muslim countries being
prohibited from entering the U.S. Trump
claims that the strategy was inherited from
the Obama administration.

Having passed his first 100 days in
office, it has been announced that Trump
will make his first visit as president to
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in July.
The decision to visit a Muslim state is
contrary to expectations; that it is the
home of Islam’s holiest places in Makkah

Vs
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The decision to visit a Muslim state is contrary to expectations;
that it is the home of Islam’s holiest places in Makkah and
Madinah and the religious epicenter of the people he wanted to
ban from the U.S. has perplexed many observers.

and Madinah and the religious epicenter
of the people he wanted to ban from
the U.S. has perplexed many observers.
Furthermore, “Trumps visit to Saudi
Arabia will include a bilateral summit,’
explained Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir,
"a meeting with Arab Persian Gulf leaders
and another with leaders of Arab and
Muslim countries!

The choice of Saudi Arabia as his first
state visit adds to the confusion that
is America’s foreign policy toward the
Middle East. Those who voted for Trump
can be forgiven for interpreting this as
a betrayal of the political mandate they
thought that they were voting for; he did,
after all, use inflammatory anti-Muslim
rhetoric to help him to win the presidency.

Notwithstanding what was said about
Muslims during the election campaign,
though, Trump is warming up to certain
leaders in the region. Government-to-
government interactions have been

cordial and there are a number of
ongoing economic negotiations between
the U.S. and countries like Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates and Egypt.
Moreover, the improved cooperation
between Israel, certain Arab states and
the U.S. against Iran has added to the
regional political complications.

M Violations of human rights

The fear amongst many in the
Middle East is that such cooperation will
normalize relations with Israel despite its
continued violations of human rights and
military occupation of Palestine. This is
an important issue that Trump's meeting
with Arab leaders in Riyadh needs to
address. What's more, the U.S. president
should also explain how Arab and Muslim
leaders are expected to respond to the
anti-Muslim rhetoric in America. How
can they address Trumps support for
right-wing politicians in Europe who
have heightened anti Muslim sentiments

across the continent? Trump's presidential
campaign utilized a number of anti-
Muslim stances, so his visit to Saudi
Arabia presents an opportunity for him to
rebuild the trust that has been shattered.
At the very least, the Arab and Muslim
leadership must insist on some sort of
reconciliatory sound bite from President
Trump while he is in the kingdom. It must
contain a message upon which grassroots
confidence in the continued relationship
with the U.S. can be built. Failure to do
so could further widen the mistrust
between the regional governments and
their citizens, many of whom believe that
their leaders give much more than they
get from Washington. A lot of hopes are
pinned on the July visit to Saudi as an
opportunity for global Muslim concerns
about the U.S. to be addressed; clarity on
such matters is imperative if progress and
stability is to result.
(Source: middleeastmonitorcom)

Two possible paths for Brazil’'s most beloved ex-leader: Prison or the presidency

By Marina Lopes

A little over a year from now, Brazil's most popular
politician might be sleeping in one of two places: in
comfort behind the gates of the presidential palace or
in a cot behind bars.

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, popularly known as Lula,
guided the country through a honeymoon period of
growth as president from 2003 through 2010. Today, he
faces five trials for his alleged involvement in a $2 billion
kickback scheme that has decimated Brazil's political
elite. If convicted, the 71-year-old could be imprisoned
for the rest of his life. But Lula has a shot at an appealing
alternative: the presidency. According to the latest polls,
the former leader is a clear front-runner in primaries
ahead of next year’s election.

The stakes could not be higher. In addition to sending
him to prison, a conviction would prevent Lula from
running for public office, extinguishing his political career.
But if he can stall the judicial process long enough to win
the October 2018 vote, including exhausting all of his
appeals, he'll gain presidential immunity, shielding him
from prosecution for four years. So Lula’s defense team
is taking its time. They have called 87 witnesses to take
the stand for one of his trials, a process that could easily
run through the election.

A former union organizer with a fourth-grade
education, Lula rose to power as a voice for Brazil's
disenfranchised poor. He proved to be an astute and
charismatic politician and left the presidency with a
dizzyingly high approval rate of 87 percent. During his
tenure, millions were lifted from poverty into the middle
class and Brazil experienced rapid growth.

M Lula’s reputation

The good times, however, would not last. The
country was gripped by its worst economic crisis on
record, with unemployment rates soaring to a record
13 percent. Still, Lula’s reputation as a champion of the
middle class remained largely intact. By the time his
political ally Dilma Rousseff was impeached in 2016
with a 10 percent approval rating, Lula was already
said to be planning a comeback.

But he soon became the highest-profile figure to
be ensnared in Brazil's “Car Wash” scandal, a scheme
in which politicians allegedly accepted bribes and
donations in return for lucrative government contracts.
Through a series of plea-bargain deals with defendants,
prosecutors were able to trace the trail of corruption
from a Brasilia car wash to the country’s Congress. Today,
a third of the president’s cabinet and a third of the Senate

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva

Lula has called the Car Wash probe a witch hunt and claims
that the mainstream media and the conservative right are
trying to sabotage his bid for another term as president.

are under investigation.

Led by the Brazilian activist judge Sérgio Moro,
a hero to the country’s anti-corruption movement,
the Car Wash probe has been a leveling moment in
Brazilian politics, signaling that no one, no matter
how rich or powerful, is above the law. But whether
it can bring down the most beloved politician in the
country’s history remains to be seen.

On Wednesday, in a showdown of giants, Lula
testified before Moro for five hours, denying accusations
that he accepted the refurbishing of a beachfront
apartment by one of the country’s major construction
firms in exchange for influence. Lula has called the Car
Wash probe a witch hunt and claims that the mainstream
media and the conservative right are trying to sabotage
his bid for another term as president.

Throngs of Lula and Moro supporters descended
on the southern city of Curitiba on Wednesday to await

the outcome of the historic testimony. In a fiery speech
to his red-clad loyalists, a teary-eyed Lula promised to
see the process to the end. "Tll do as many depositions
as necessary, because if there is a Brazilian, if there is a
human being, searching for the truth, it is me,” he said.

Moro will now hear the final arguments of the defense
and the prosecution before ruling. Even if Lula is not
convicted, analysts say, the investigations have tarnished
his reputation and left his party in shambles. It is unclear
whether he can rally his remaining support to get him
beyond the primaries and into the presidency.

“His credibility with the middle class has been severely
affected over the years because of the corruption
scandals,” said Hernan Gomez, an expert on Latin
American politics and author of a book on Lula. “He can
easily win the first round, but the second won't be so
easy”

(Source: The Washington Post)
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How the U.S. Empire was

made

By Niall Bradley

PART TWO
A good friend of English economist John Maynard Keynes,
Acheson wondered if a huge Keynesian expansion of
U.S. military spending could prime the worldwide pump.

Acheson’s top secret policy was laid out in National Se-
curity Council document 68, which called for some-
thing new in American history:an enormous U.S.
military encircling the globe to protect ‘war-making ca-
pabilities” of its allies, a euphemism referring to countries
with resources that American industry needed to man-
ufacture arms to contain Communism worldwide. [...]

Acheson urged Truman not only to go to war in Korea
with no congressional consultation, but also to send covert
military aid to the French in Indochina for their war against
Ho Chi Minh. With no debate - and none was sought - a
Wise Man, rattled by events in Asia he little understood,
committed the U.S. to current and future wars. [p.344]

One of the great ironies of this set-up to ‘contain Chi-
na’ is that Mao wanted his country to be included in
U.S. post-WW2 development plans; he wanted US. in-
dustry and capital to develop China, something that
wouldn't begin until Henry Kissinger ‘saw the light'in 1972.

Kim I Sung realized that the reanimation of his arch
enemy (Japan) meant that the imaginary war-time line
would become a permanent hard border. It's well-known
that North Korean troops invaded (liberated from Japanese
collaborators, in their view) the South, sparking the Korean
War of 1950-1953. Left out of the narrative is the nature of
the ‘good guys'’ that the U.S. rushed to defend. Australian
human rights lawyer James O'Neil writes:

The U.S. felt able to leave South Korea in 1948 because
they had installed the U.S.-educated Syngman Rhee as
dictator. He ruled as dictators do, killing, jailing or driving
into exile tens of thousands of his political opponents. Rhee
was finally overthrown in a popular revolution in 1960. In
scenes later to be replicated in Saigon in 1975, he was
plucked from his palace by a CIA helicopter who ferried
him to safety while the crowds converged on the palace.

Rhee also had ambitions to forcefully bring about the
reunification of the two parts of Korea. Thanks to the
scholarship revealed in Professor Bruce Cumings’ two
volume history of the Korean Warwe now know that
the standard Western line about the Korean War start-
ing with an invasion of the South by troops from the
North is at best an approximation of the true history of
the conflict. The truth is considerably more complicated.

For years preceding the Northern troops crossing the
border in July 1950, Rhee had been staging incursions into
the north, carrying out killings, sabotage and other forms
of asymmetrical warfare. On the island of Cheju-do for ex-
ample, as many as 60,000 people were murdered by Rhee's
military forces.

Reflecting the ‘game theory’ paranoia of the time, the
U.S. elite misread the North’s invasion as a plot hatched
in Moscow and Beijing to ‘test’ America’s new glob-
al strategy and ‘break out of containment. Acheson
was sure it was a ruse to distract from an imminent in-
vasion of western Europe by Stalin. It wasnt.It was
just the Koreans wanting their country whole again
- and foreigners’ influence gone from their peninsula.

In the summer of 1950, the North Koreans quickly over-
ran nearly all of the South. The U.S. raised a hue and cry,
organized its first ‘UN coalition of the willing, and coun-
tered with a combined force of over 1.7 million troops
to defend the brutal regime of Syngman Rhee. They just
as quickly pushed the North Koreans all the way back
up the peninsula, past the 38th parallel, and approached
the Chinese border. Despite being exhausted by decades
of civil war and fighting the Japanese, 2 million Chinese
troops - with a relatively small air force and no nucle-
ar weapons - entered North Korea and pushed General
Douglas MacArthur’s troops out of North Korea, return-
ing the status quo of the north-south divide by 1951.
O'Neill explains what this first ‘war against communism’ did
to North Korea:

What is scarcely acknowledged in the West was the dev-
astation the Korean War wrought upon the North. The U.S.-
led UN Command dropped more bombs on the North than
the U.S. had dropped in the whole Pacific theatre in World
War 2. This included the dropping of 20,000 tonnes of na-

in North

W

The Korean War was the crisis that finally got the Japanese
and West German economies growing strongly, and vastly
stimulated the U.S. economy.

palm, a particularly gruesome way of killing people. This
method was later used to equally horrific effect in Vietnam.
WenowalsoknowthattheU.S.wagedbacteriologicalwarfare,
building upon Japanese expertise garnered in their war on
ChinaandfurtherdevelopedbyU.S. scientists at Fort Detrick.

An estimated two million people, or 20% of the total
population, were killed. The bombing flattened every city
in the country. In addition, the bombing targeted irrigation
dams on the Yalu River. The intention was to destroy the rice
crop and thereby starve the population into submission.
Only emergency assistance from, among others, the Soviet
Union and China prevented widespread famine and death.

All 78 North Korean cities were leveled, along with thou-
sands of villages. The U.S. quite literally wiped ‘North Korea’
from the face of the Earth. Another estimate puts the loss
of North Korean lives at one third of the population - so,
about 3 million dead. So the Korean War was hell for Kore-
ans, but for the U.S. deep state, North Korea’s invasion of
South Korea ‘confirmed’ to them that their policy of con-
taining China was correct, and was the catalyst for trans-
forming the U.S. into a global empire. The Wise Men had
powerful incentives to read the situation their way: if this
was a global Communist plot to 'break out of containment,
then both containment theory and practice were correct,
justifying the reconfiguration of U.S. military and industry to
a permanent, global war-footing. Bradley continues:

The irrational fear of worldwide communism as a result
of the Wise Men's misunderstanding of a small Asian civil
war persuaded Congress to dramatically increase funding
for the military. Martin Walker wrote,

The first defense budget presented by President Truman
after the war began was for $50 billion, the precise figure
Acheson had hoped for. The US Army doubled, to over 3
million men. The number of Air Groups doubled to 95, and
were deployed to new bases in Britain, Libya, Morocco and
Saudi Arabia. Everything changed with Korea. American
diplomacy, defense budgets and military reach exploded
across the globe.

M Bruce Cummings concludes,

The Korean War was the crisis that finally got the Jap-
anese and West German economies growing strong-
ly, and vastly stimulated the US. economy. Ameri-
can defense industries hardly knew that Kim 1 Sung
would come along and save them either, but he in-
advertently rescued a bunch of big-ticket projects. [..]

The Korean conflict would transform the U.S. into a very
different country than it had ever been before: one with
hundreds of permanent military bases abroad, a large
standing army and a permanent national security state at
home.

Now we understand why North Korea dis-
trusts the US. so much. The message behind
its apparent belligerence is simply: ‘Stay Away!

On the other side of the Pacific, through the dis-

tortion field of US. ‘strategic thinking, you see why
North Korea is the gift that keeps on giving”: from their
perspective, its the place that ‘made America great.

Today's situation, where a prosperous and westernized
South Korea stands in stark contrast to an impoverished
North, was exactly the reverse until relatively recently. ‘Com-
munist’North Korea rebuilt after the Korean war and was the
economicsuccessstory. Forallits secrecy, isolation, and ‘weird
ways’, North Korea is still a pretty highly developed country.

It was only after South Korea removed its (actual) crazy
Asian dictator in 1960 and became one of the Asian Tiger’
economies by industrializing that foreign investment, de-
velopment and democratization’ took place in the South.
In conjunction with later U.S.-led international sanctions
on the North, the Koreas' trajectories switched directions.
The South today does best according to all the indicators
of economic orthodoxy, but there's room for debate as to
which population enjoys the better quality of life. The South
may have wealthy elites and plenty of consumer goods,
but it also has an overworked, stressed-out workforce, and
based on numerous visitors' testimonies in recent years,
North Koreans' love of country is substantially more genu-
ine than forced"

On May 9th, South Koreans go to the polls. If you re-
member back during the battle between Trump and Clin-
ton for the U.S. presidency, massive rallies took place at
that time against the South Korean president, Park, after
it emerged that she had assembled some weird clique
conducting dark arts' to chart her government’s course.
Now Park has been impeached, triggering snap elections.

The upshot of the Park scandal last November's and the
current election campaign is that after 10 years of very pro-
U.S. rule in Seoul, the political climate in South Korea has
swung back to seeking friendly neighborly relations with
the North rather than continual antagonism. The leading
contender for the leadership of South Korea is calling for
the installation of THAAD to be delayed until after the elec-
tion, which is why the U.S. urgently wants it installed, be-
fore a new South Korean government can change its mind.

Others have written about the intrigues surrounding
the installation of U.S. missile systems in South Korea.
The upshot of it is that it's happening - with or without a
liberal, pro-peace government in Seoul, and regardless
of who pays for it. Just as everyone knows that U.S. mis-
sile systems in eastern Europe to defend Europe from
Iran" were actually there to ‘contain’ Russia, everyone
knows that U.S. missile systems in eastern Asia to defend
it from North Korea’ are actually there to ‘contain” China.

It's the same old 70-year-long U.S. ‘Policy for Asia’. And,
judging by China's meteoric rise, it's still not working, and
isn't ever going to work. But North Korea holds fond mem-
ories for the U.S. ‘wise men’ of today, because their New
World Order was born amid the charred corpses of millions
of North Koreans.

White Helmets: Terrorist whistleblower exposes staged chemical weapon attacks

On the back of reports that the White Helmets had recently
sent a team to Ariha in Idlib, with the intention of staging
another chemical weapon attack, Syrian Arab News Agen-
¢y has focused on interviews with captured terrorist fight-
ers. These NATO and Persian Gulf state-armed terrorist tes-
timony adds another layer to the ever increasing evidence
that the NATO and Persian Gulf state-multi-million-funded
White Helmets are nothing more than "Al Qaeda with a
facelift’, designed to fabricate the intervention-supporting
narratives on behalf of the U.S., UK & their NATO/Persian
Gulf state partners.

Aleppo, SANA —Terrorist, Walid Hendi confessed to tak-
ing part in fabricating videos and photos for a Turkish TV
channel while working with the so-called "White Helmets”
that depict neighborhoods and areas in Aleppo being at-
tacked with chemical weapons in order to blame the Syrian
Arab Army.

In confessions broadcast by the Syrian TV on Saturday
evening, al-Hendi said that he joined the “White Helmets"
three years ago in return for receiving funds from the so-
called "local council” and financers from Arab Gulf coun-
tries.

Hendi said that they were told that there will be chem-
ical attacks, and they were given protective clothing and
they staged a fake chemical attack that was filmed by a

Turkish channel, adding that they were filmed by two peo-
ple called Ibrhaim al-Haj and Mohammad al-Sayyed as
they sounded sirens and brought stretchers to transport
supposedly injured people, with the intent of posting these
videos online and accusing the Syrian Arab Army of carry-
ing out a chemical attack.

The terrorist also confessed to taking part in fabricating
videos and photos depicting alleged attacks several times.

A Russian diplomatic and military source had revealed
on May 4th that reporters working for Qatar’s al-Jazeera
TV filmed a fake chemical attack against civilians in Idleb
province in order to blame the Syrian Army.

In turn, terrorist, Imad Abdeljawad said in similar con-
fessions that terrorists in Aleppo possessed toxic chemicals
and that he took part in transporting them.

Abdeljawad said that he was asked to transport what
were claimed to be cleaning agents from al-Sukkari neigh-
borhood to al-Ameriya neighborhood to cover up the fact
that they were actually transporting dangerous chemicals,
adding that after unloading materials from two cars and
starting with the third, they wanted to know what materials
they were transporting because their smells were agitating,
particularly since he suffered asthma.

He went on to say that he saw people in silvery clothing,
protective masks, and long boots transporting the materi-
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als to a basement, and they looked through windows and
saw them opening barrels and pouring a liquid from them
into cylinders, and when the man in charge of the terrorists
noticed that Abdeljawad and his cohorts were watching he
expelled them and prevented them from bearing arms.

Back in January, army engineering units uncovered,
while combing the Old City neighborhoods in Aleppo, an
amount of chemical materials of Saudi origin left behind by
terrorists, which included sulfur, chlorine, and other materi-
als. (Source: 21st Century)
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Criminal Nation: Obama

and Trump both should be
jailed for war crimes

By Glen Ford

“Trump thought last month’s attack on Syria had bought
him immunity, or at least a respite, from the wrath of the
War Party!

Itis as if the Gambino and Genovese crime families were
arguing their turf disputes in the courts and the news me-
dia. The Democrats are screaming bloody murder over
President Trump’s firing of FBI director James Comey, whom
Hillary Clinton still blames for her defeat at the polls and
who the bipartisan War Party has never forgiven for Comey’s
earlier hesitancy to blame the Russians for the same offense.
Now that Trump has cut Comey loose — ostensibly for his
handling of the Clinton emails scandal, according to three
letters sent by Trump and his two top Justice Department
officials — the Democrats have stepped up calls for a special
prosecutor to continue the evidence-less crusade against
the Kremlin.

It's the Saturday Night Massacre all over again, cry the
Democrats, harkening back to the weekend in 1973 when
President Nixon fired Watergate special prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox. But this is not about the rule of law -- quite the
opposite: it's about continuing the momentum of the U.S.
military offensive begun in 2011 under President Obama,
a wholly illegal aggression that has destroyed Libya, killed
half a million Syrians, delivered vast regions to the control
of the two feuding factions of al-Qaida, and brought the
world closer to nuclear annihilation than at any time since
the Cuban missile crisis.

“This is not about the rule of law — it's about continuing
the momentum of the U.S. military offensive begun in 2011
under President Obama”

The War Party is determined to make the offensive per-
manent, to keep up the pressure on the ultimate targets,
Russia and China, until they break or capitulate to U.S. dom-
ination of the world. The current, rabid anti-Russian hyste-
ria adds another layer of fake news on top of the wholly
fictional U.S. “War on Terror” scenario. But these mega-lies
can no longer mask the great obscenity of the 21st century:
that the U.S. is allied with al-Qaida, whose jihadists act as
imperialism’s foot soldiers in the Middle East.

Donald Trump thought last month's attack on Syria had
bought him immunity, or at least a respite, from the wrath of

the War Party, which was de-
The War Party termined to burn him at the
is determined political stake — not for his
to make the

raging racism and hostility
to civil liberties, but for his

offensive previously stated opposition
permanent' to to "regime Change" and nev-
k th er-ending tensions with Rus-

eep up e sia. Trumps 59-missile salvo

pressure on
the ultimate
targets, Russia
and China, until
they break or
capitulate to
U.S. domination
of the world.

against a Syrian airbase was
supposed to wipe the slate
clean and forgive his here-
sies against the extralegal
rights of the ‘“exceptional”
U.S. empire. But apparently,
there is no statute of limita-
tions on even the suggestion
of peaceful coexistence with
targeted states.

"The current, rabid an-
ti-Russian hysteria adds another layer of fake news on top
of the wholly fictional U.S. "War on Terror’ scenario”

And now, in an almost laughable legalistic perversion, a
group of lawyers from the Obama White House, of all places,
is suing the Trump administration for failing to provide suf-
ficient legal rationale for last month’s Tomahawk hit on Syr-
ia. The lawyers at United to Protect Democracy claim their
insider knowledge of “how the federal government works”
gives them unique insights on “implementing and enforc-
ing the norms that have constrained presidential power for
decades” — although they never constrained Obama from
his own lurch towards apocalypse, in 2011. Indeed, these
legal hit-men for empire acknowledge as much, admitting
(or bragging?) that “we defended past presidents against
legitimate oversight and illegitimate attacks” The self-styled
"watchdog” group does not list its board or members on
its website, but their admission implicates them in Oba-
ma'’s legal defense of his regime change assault on Libya.
The U.S.-NATO bombing campaign, which killed an estimat-
ed 50,000 people, destroyed the country’s infrastructure, re-
sulted in the murder of its chief of state, empowered jihadist
militias, and unleashed a torrent of arms across Africa and
the Middle East, nevertheless did not violate the War Pow-
ers Act because "U.S. operations do not involve sustained
fighting or active exchanges of fire with hostile forces, nor
do they involve U.S. ground troops,” wrote Obama’s lawyers.
When challenged by Congress, Obama maintained that the
war on Libya was not a war at all, because no Americans
were killed.

“This ‘proxy war’ was never a secret and was always a
clear violation of the United Nations Charter”

END OF PART ONE
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Europe dodges a bullet, but far right dangers remain

By Peter Apps

The outpouring of international relief over the French far
right failing to seize the presidency says a lot about the fe-
brile nature of modern Western politics. Europe has dodged
a bullet, and the victory of Emmanuel Macron is, in the
broader sense at least, a sign of the strength of the liberal
status quo.

It's a reminder of the philosophical mountain Europe’s
far right must climb — in many respects a tougher challenge
that that faced by President Donald Trump in the United
States or those who wanted Brexit in Britain. Memories of
World War II might be slipping from living memory in main-
land Europe, but the shadow they cast remains long. Put
simply, it's hard to win an election with partially fascist rheto-
ric while there are still people alive who remember genuine
Nazis on the streets.

Marine Le Pen and her National Front enjoyed the most
supportive environment any European extremist party has
seen since the war — a stuttering economy, frustration over
migration, a string of bloody militant attacks and what looks

they suffered a savage defeat.

The result comes after disappointing performances
for the far right in Austria’s December presidential vote
and Dutch elections in March. Germany's Alternative for
Deutschland also looks set to underperform in September’s
federal elections.

M Europe’s far right

Still, Europe’s far right is now part of the political main-
stream. Le Pen won 35 percent of the popular vote, almost
twice the 17 percent gained by her father Jean-Marie in
2002 — the previous high-water mark of the National Front’s
performance in France. In 2002, the fact that the far right
made the second round of the election at all was a matter
of considerable shock across France and Europe, prompting
immediate mass protests.

This time, no one was surprised when it finished second
in the first round — indeed, for the last two years the only
real question has been which other French party or politi-
cian would make it through to face it. For now, the assump-
tion must be that it is likely to again make the second round
in five years — although that is not inevitable. If Macron dis-
appoints, Le Pen might win in 2022.

To keep the political reform in Europe, Macron and other
mainstream leaders will have to do more than look better
than the neo-fascists — they will have to offer a credible
vision of what a democratic, open and not extremist conti-
nent looks like. German Chancellor Angela Merkel contin-

very likely to win her own election later this year. Few other
countries have found anyone with close to that credibility.

In part as a result, right-wing parties have increasingly
found themselves making Europe’s political weather. We've
seen from Britain how a relatively fringe group such as the
UK Independence Party (UKIP) can end up having phenom-
enal influence on national policy without ever coming close
to government. In mainland Europe, there are signs the far
right is prompting other, more mainstream parties to take
up more populist approaches.

We got a taste of what that meant in the French campaign.
In his bid for the Republican nomination, former president
Nicolas Sarkozy swerved dramatically to the right. That didn't
work for him, but it doesn’t mean others will not try something
similar — witness again Britain, where Prime Minister Theresa
May is making an unquestioned and so far remarkably suc-
cessful bid for UKIP votes as she forges ahead with Brexit.

In Hungary and Poland, governments are already in the
hands of relatively unreconstructed nationalist parties. It
seems unlikely for now that any Western European states
will imminently follow suit. But it also seems unlikely they

like the not-so-subtle support of Moscow. Even with all that,

ues to be the best example of such a leader, now seen as

will go away.

Pars Dlplomatlc Real Estate

Apartment

luxury Apt in Mahmoodieh
6" floor, 320 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., nice
kitchen, nice balcony, nice
furniture, diplomatic tower, lobby,
Spj & gym saloon $6000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Apt in Kamranieh
170 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., club room with
100 pp capacity, lobby cozy &
beautiful, $3000
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Amazing Apt in Tower Kamranieh
250 sq.m, 3 large Bdrs., master
room, nice view , Spj & pool 24

security, furn/unfurn
$ 4500, Suitable for
Residency of Ambassadors
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Several Apts in Garden
Tower in Elahieh
New, from 150 sq.m to 250 sq.m
Apts, 3 Bdrs., garden, Spj,
equipped Kitchen, could be fully
furn and new brand, Lobby,
opposite to French school, good
access to Sadr highway, Reasonable Price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Mirdamad
6" floor, 90 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., Fully
furn, small Balcony, Lobby,
Parking, Diplomatic $1100
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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Villa in Shahrak Qarb
800 sq.m Built up, 5 Bdrs., Duplex,
renovated, semi furn, Nice & cozy,
garden, pool, Parking
Suitable for Residency or Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Mahmoodieh
Duplex, 600 sq.m Built up, 5 Bdrs.,
small Garden, Parking
Suitable for small Companies &
small Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Aqdasieh
Duplex, 800 sq.m, built up, 7 Bdrs.,
big salon, nice garden, Outdoor
pool, Parking, completely
renovated, Servant Quarter, Suitable for
Residency or Embassy

Amazing Villa in Kamranieh
Duplex ,750 sq.m, 8 Bdrs. ,
Renovated , full furn, ceramic
Floor, driver room, balcony,
4Parking places, $15000
Suitable for foreign Embassies
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Niavaran
450 sq.m Built up in 650 sq.m
Land, One Extra Apt, Jacuzzi,

Pkg, indoor pool, Spj $7000
Suitable for Residency
of Ambassadors
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

ol2) 090 PV 9w 91 9 51 S 39kn 051 Y@
SN0 9 M9 (SR 9 (G110 ¢ FeNun (Ao i § Ao Mol P i T lo
il >l S G ph 9 I Al Hlaw v oyl Cg 1) ol

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Best Consultation,
Best Services, Best Result

Section Manager "Tina 09128440154"
Tel: 22662452-8 , Fax: 22667173

Hot Line: 28141

info@parsdiplomatic.com

Building & Office

Whole Building in Kamranieh
5™ floor, each floor 4 Apts, 20 Apts
total, parking a lot, spj, Nice lobby,
almost new Price negotiable
Suitable for Residency
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Building in Fereshteh
Ready to rent separately or whole
building, 3 Apt, 3 & 5 Bdrs. furn &
unfurn,, SPJ & Pkg, good access,
Only $2900
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Whole Building in Zafaranieh
5 Unit in 2 level, 750 sq.m built up,
renovated, green garden, outdoor
pool, parking, quit Place
Price negotiable Suitable for Embassies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in Mahmoodieh
3™ floor, each floor one Apt, each
Apt 170 sq.m with 3 Bdrs., extra
Suit with 2 rooms, lobby, parking
Suitable for Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole building in Jordan
each floor 126 sq.m ,
duplex store, open space, full glass,
smart AC, furn/unfurn, storage,
900 sq.m Pkg
Each floor available for Sale & Rent
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Ideal Offers

Office in Jordan
110 sq.m to 240 sq.m, full of
foreign companies , could be flat,
Parking lot with extra visitors
parking, Lobby, Security,
renovated, almost new
Price per each sq $40
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Zafaraiyeh
130 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., near Paladium
mall, good access, nice & cozy,
only $2700
Ms.Sara 09128103207

World’s finest serviced
and virtual office in Iran
and 154 locations worldwide
Fully furn, dedicated Receptionist,
IT support
Located in Jordan Business Area
Packages start from $120
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Luxury Apt in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., good access,
Top floors $1500
Suitable for foreign Companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Nice Apt in Zafaranieh
4 floor, 130 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.,
completely renovated, luxury furn,
cozy & diplomatic, near to
Paladium $2300
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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Mr. Ghanizadeh
Nobody does
it better

Don't Waste Your Time

Visit our website to choose your desired rental Properties

www. Delta HOME. ir

The Most Specialized Website for Foreigners

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

J

Properties For Rent
From simple to luxury
From 50 sq.m To 500 sq.m
From 1000$ to 10000$

\.
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TEL: 22041212 - 09121081212
APARTMENT - VILLA - OFFICE
PROPERTY@FIRSTCHOICECO.COM

WWW.FIRSTCHOICECO.COM

Member of DEL

HOME
Real Estate

Real Estate Group
021) 88888865

=4 M Retlred

educated driver

with Hyundai Elantra 2015,
English language ready to
collaborate with companies,

Embassies...

+98 9123479522
Moradi

imest979@gmail.com
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Just call Dorna

09122241430

nedasamane@hotmail.com

[/ SH.LAVASANI

INTERNKATIONAML DATLY
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dran’s leading International Daily
Advertising Dept: times1979@gmail.com
430 51 450 - 430 51 405

09123103526
Tel: 88888007 Fax: 88679936

www.iraniahome.com
Email: info@iraniahome.com
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North Tehran to rent
4300 SQM. garden with 7 apartments
constructed next to each other.
Each unit is 2 floors of 250 SQM.
Totally 3500 SQM .built up all.
facilities affordable price.
Please call 09123103526 Lavasani.
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Turns out social media can
make exe

By Moira Lawler

We love a good workout buddy. You
know, that ride-or-die friend who gives
you an extra dose of motivation to
roll out of bed for a 6 a.m. boot camp
class. But what about those of us whod
rather sweat solo? Good news: You don't
necessarily need to work out with your
friends to tap into the benefits, just as
long as you have friends in your circle
who work out.

As it turns out, exercise is kind
of contagious. That's the conclusion
from a recent study published in the
journal Nature Communications, which
incorporated five years of data from
about 1.1 million runners. That length
of time and large sample size means the
study is legit; however, there's one hiccup:
The study participants don't exactly
represent the population as a whole,
since the data came from a particularly fit
subset consisting of people who run and
wear fitness trackers. Still, the findings are
interesting.

Participants used an app with social
sharing abilities so their friends could
see the details of every run they went
on (and vice versa). Researchers found
the social media snooping served as
motivation to get moving. If runner 1 ran
an extra .62 miles, runner 2 felt inspired
to run more too. And if runner 1 ran 10
minutes longer, runner 2 would go for
a few extra minutes. The influence was
strongest most immediately and seemed
to cool over time. For example, runners
were more influenced by what their
friends did that day than by what they
did three days ago.

The ‘“contagiousness” of exercise
wasn't the same for everyone across
the board. The correlation was strongest
between men. Women also influenced
guys, but to a lesser extent, and only
women felt the positive peer pressure
from other women.

So does this mean that most of us
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The “contagiousness” of exercise was strongest
between men and only women felt the positive
peer pressure from other women.

push ourselves harder to compete with
those who are more athletic than us? Or
are we more motivated to maintain our
dominance over the people we're better
than? Researchers found both upward
and downward comparisons at play, but
the latter—the downward comparison—
was stronger.

What does this mean IRL? Having
friends who are healthy and fit (and
willing to share the deets about what
they do to remain healthy and fit) could
give you extra incentive to exercise. “Who
are the people you can surround yourself
with who are going to push you to do
better?” says Christian Koshaba, founder,

CEO, and lead trainer at Three6OFit in
Arlington Heights, Illinois. “You don't have
to be physically there together—it can
be calling each other, sharing your Fitbit
data, really anything that'll push you like,
‘Oh there’s that number? Now I'm going
to do better than that”

Just make sure you find friends who
are around the same fitness level as you.
The study’s researchers found competing
on a close-to-level playing field had
the strongest influence. Plus, trying to
compete with someone whos out of
your league could backfire if you end up
injured, Koshaba says. In general though,
“the positives outweigh the negatives

gious

when you're striving to be better he says.

Of course, to make the findings of this
study work for you, you have to be willing
to share your stats. Koshaba says some of
his clients track how much they're lifting
and how fast they're running in a shared
Google doc. Or you can embrace the
social features of your favorite exercise
apps so you know how you measure up.
Here are three we're fans of:

e Nike+ Run Club: Pace, elevation,
heart rate, splits—all of your stats are
logged within the app. Follow up the
workout by sharing your run (plus any
photos you took along the way) with
your entire social network or just with
those within your Nike+ circle. The app's
leaderboard feature also lets you tag
your miles against challenges to see
where you stand.

e Runkeeper: Start a virtual running
group (which is easy to do, thanks to this
app's community of 50 million runners)
and knock out the running goals you set
as a team, such as running twice a week
for one month.

. Strava: Your workout will be
recorded on your Strava feed, where
friends can cheer you on and where you
can see what others are up to. That'll
come in handy on those days when you're
tempted to skip the workout altogether.

BThe bottom line

At the end of the day, it's cool to look
into the science behind something that's
so relevant and relatable, but it all comes
down to what motivates you. Posting
about fitness on social media isn't always
vain; it's an easy and accessible way to
hold yourself accountable and give or get
inspiration to move. If you're the type of
person whos motivated by competition
or numbers, great! But if following your
friends’ fitness habits turns toxic, causes
you to compare yourself in a negative
way, or makes you feel bad about your
own performance, then its time to
unfollow for your own good.

(Source: greatist.com)
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Ride your bike to work to
cut the risk of disease

People who bicycle to their job dramatically reduce the
likelihood of early death, a study shows

If you live close enough to ride a bike to work, consider
yourself fortunate and blessed—that is, as long as you don't
live in a suburban or rural area where crazed kooks think it's
their duty to toss trash at you because cyclists are "hogging”
the road.

Barring that mess, a new study from the University of
Glasgow in Scotland has found that people who cycle to
work have a 45% lower risk of developing cancer, and a
46% lower chance of getting heart disease. The study,
which covered over 250,000 people in Britain with an
average age of 53, also found that cycle commuters were
associated with a 41% lower overall risk of early death.
And for those not into the two-wheeled conveyances, the
study also showed that simply walking to work can lower
the risk of cardiovascular disease by 27%, which researchers
speculated was not as great because of the lower average
distance traveled by walkers and the relative lower intensity
compared to cycling.

"Cycling all or part of the way to work was associated with
a substantially lower risk of adverse health outcomes,” said
study co-author Jason Gill, M.D,, from the university’s Institute
of Cardiovascular and Medical Sciences. “"Those who cycled
the full length of their commute had a greater than 40%
lower risk of heart disease, cancer, and overall mortality over
the five years of follow-up!

If you do live close enough to work and aren't taking
advantage of the short commute to either walk or ride at
least a few times a week, shame on you. Get a bike—or some
solid walking shoes—and get your ass out of the car, and you
can improve your health every day without even having to
hit the gym.

(Source: mensfitness.com)
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Iranian museums to offer
free admission on May 18

TEHRAN — Entry will be free to country-
CIN- wide museums on May 18, which marks the
International Museum Day.

Museums and historical sites in the country are set to
host wide variety of cultural programs on the occasion of
the International Museum Day that is amidst the Nation-
al Cultural Heritage Week, IRIB quoted Mohammad Reza
Kargar, an official with the Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Organization as saying on Sunday.
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People visit a majestic capital of a column from Persepolis, the
ceremonial capital city of the Persian Achaemenid Empire (ca.
550-330 BC), at the National Museum of Iran.

Every year since 1977, the occasion is organized world-
wide around May 18 as an initiative to raise awareness on
how important museums are in the development of soci-
eties.

According to, the World Museum Community, the Inter-
national Museum Day has been experiencing its highest in-
volution during the recent years with contribution of almost
30,000 museums in more than 120 countries.

Iran to host 2017
ICOM-ASPAC Conference
in autumn

TEHRAN - The upcoming edition of the
d e s Kk [COM-ASPAC Conference and General
Assembly will be held in autumn in Chabahar, a port city
in southeast Iran.

The purpose of holding the conference in Iran is to
deepen [cultural] ties with other Asia-Pacific member
states, ISNA quoted the ICOM-Iran director Seyyed Ah-
mad Mohit-Tabatabaei as saying on Sunday.

Sponsored by the International Council of Museums,
such meetings provide opportunities for the member
states to recognize their roles in defining, promoting and
implementing sustainable development practices.

Many museums are contributing to the community with
promotion of scientific studies and releasing scientific data
and information of museum collection. Others play a role
in attracting tourists for regional developments as well.

"V ROUND THE GLOBE

Paphos

A coastal city in the southwest of Cyprus, Paphos has
been inhabited since the Neolithic period. The city was
also a center of the cult of Aphrodite and of pre-Hellenic
fertility deities.

Inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage list, the site
is a vast archaeological area, with remains of villas, palac-
es, theatres, fortresses and tombs.

Aphrodite’s legendary birthplace was on the island of
Cyprus, where her temple was erected by the Myceneans
in the 12th century BC and continued to be used until the
Roman period.

The House of Theseus in Paphos Archaeological Park, Cyprus

These illustrate Paphos' exceptional architectural and
historic value and contribute extensively to our under-
standing of ancient architecture, ways of life, and think-
ing. The villas are richly adorned with mosaic floors that
are among the most beautiful in the world.

These mosaics constitute an illuminated album of
ancient Greek mythology, with representations of Greek
gods, goddesses and heroes, as well as activities of
everyday life.

Paphos is a serial archaeological property consisting of
three components at two sites: the town of Kato Paphos
(Site ), and the village of Kouklia (Site II). Kato Paphos
includes the remains of ancient Nea Paphos (Aphrodite’s
Sacred City) and of the Kato Paphos necropolis known as
Tafoi ton Vasileon (“Tombs of the Kings”), further to the
north. The village of Kouklia includes the remains of the
Temple of Aphrodite (Aphrodite’s Sanctuary) and Palae-
paphos (Old Paphos).

(Source: UNESCQO)
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Southern coasts to tap Iran
maritime tourism potential

"“We have held talks with
provincial tourism officials in Sis-
tan-Baluchestan, Hormozgan,
Bushehr, and Khuzestan to expand
Sunny’s routes,” Mohajerinejad add-
ed.

The ship, which is 176 meters long
and 23 meters wide, has 130 cabins
and 417 beds and can carry up to
1,600 individuals. It is also able to
transport 200 vehicles with their pas-
sengers onboard.

Boom in maritime tourism can
pave the way for Iran to meet its
ambitious target of attracting 20
million annual tourists by 2025 as it
also keeps an eye on tourism devel-
opments in the Caspian Sea in the
north.

Iran regards tourism a fountain of
wealth, seeking to make the best use
of positive atmosphere created in the
wake of the JCPOA, a landmark nu-
clear deal signed between Iran and
six world powers in January 2016.

Iran allots $2.4m to restore overseas cultural heritage sites

TEHRAN — Iran’s Cultural Heritage,
d Tourism, and Handicrafts Organization
has allocated 90 billion rials (around $2.4 million) to con-
serve some of its cultural heritage sites that are scattered

€ S

across the globe.

The sum will be channeled into restoration projects
of Iranian cultural heritage sites abroad such as those in
Armenia and Zanzibar, CHTHO Deputy Director Moham-

mad-Hassan Talebian said on Sunday.

He made the remakes in a commemoration ceremony,
which was held at the National Museum of Iran to honor
the veteran restoration expert Seyyed Mehdi Mojabi.

New Zealand slashes Chinese
tourism forecast, denting outliook
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tered across the country.

other activities to raise public awareness
for conservation.

On May 3, Talebian signed a memorandum of under-
standing with Stefano De Caro, the director-general of
the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation
and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), in a bid to
accelerate preservation of numerous historical sites scat-

The agreement sets the basis for implementing fur-
ther protection of cultural heritage programs, such as
technical advice and collaborative visits as well as or-
ganizing professional training activities, workshops and

and support

Sunny - a seven-story cruise ship - makes its maiden voyage from Kish to Qeshm, two resort islands in the Persian Gulf May 14, 2017.

.

CHTHO Deputy Director Mohammad-Hassan Talebian in an

undated photo.

Canada aims for 30%
increase in tourists

New Zealand has slashed its forecast for
Chinese tourist spending over the next
six years, denting growth expectations
for its biggest foreign-exchange earner.

Spending by Chinese tourists will rise
to NZ$3.73 billion ($2.5 billion) by 2022
from NZ$1.65 billion last year, according
to the Ministry of Business, Innovation
and Employment's latest annual fore-
casts. That's 30 percent less than the
NZ$5.32 billion expected in last year’s
projections.

around the China market the minis-
try said in the report, published Friday,
adding that indicators like early-2017
visa approvals were “suggesting a short-
term slowing in the market”

The downward revision indicates
overall revenue from tourists won't
grow as quickly as previously expected,
and that Australia will remain the big-
gest source of tourist dollars until 2021.
Last year, officials forecast China would
take the top ranking in 2017.

Canada has launched a new tourism
campaign with the aim of raising the
number of international visitors by 30%
within the next four years.

The destination's government has
launched Canada’s New Tourism Vision,
which sets out a 20-point plan to grow
arrivals from last year’s figure of 19.98
million.

The plan was outlined by Bardish
Chagger, minister of small business and
tourism, at the Rendez-vous Canada

New Tourism Vision commits the
government to tackling 20 priority is-
sues such as carrying out more mar-
keting, addressing travel issues to and
within Canada, and supporting Cana-
dian tourism businesses and operators.

Visitor targets set out within the new
campaign includes increasing interna-
tional tourists by 30% by 2021 including
the doubling the number of Chinese
visitors, as well as positioning Canada as
one of the top 10 global destinations by

"There is significant geopolitical risk

Egypt uncovers
chamber of
mummies, sees
life for tourism

MINYA, Egypt (Reuters) — Egypt has un-
earthed an ancient burial site replete with at
least 17 mummies, most fully intact, the latest in
a string of discoveries that the country’s antig-
uities minister described as a helping hand from
the crypt for its struggling tourism sector.

The funerary site, uncovered eight meters
below ground in Minya, a province about 250
km (150 miles) south of Cairo, contained lime-
stone and clay sarcophagi, animal coffins, and
papyrus inscribed with Demotic script.

The burial chamber was first detected last
year by a team of Cairo University students us-
ing radar.

The mummies have not yet been dated but
are believed to date to Egypt's Greco-Roman
period, a roughly 600-year span that followed
the country’s conquest by Alexander the Great
in 332 BC, according to Mohamed Hamza, a
Cairo University archaeology dean in charge of
the excavations.

Egypt is hoping recent discoveries will bright-
en its image abroad and revive interest among
travelers that once flocked to its iconic pharaonic
temples and pyramids but which have shunned
the country since its 2011 political uprising.

2017 has been a historic year for archaeo-
logical discoveries. It's as if it's a message from
our ancestors who are lending us a hand to help
bring tourists back,” Antiquities Minister Khaled
Al-Anani told a news conference announcing
the find on Saturday.

Salah Al-Kholi, a Cairo University Egyptology
professor who led the mission, said as many as
32 mummies may be in the chamber, including
mummies of women, children and infants.

rchaeologists have excavated a slew of rel-
ics in recent months that include a nobleman’s
tomb from more than 3,000 years ago, 12 cem-
eteries that date back about 3,500 years, and
a giant colossus believed to depict King Psam-
metich I, who ruled from 664 to 610 BC.

(Source: Bloomberg)

trade show in Calgary.

2025. (Source: TTG)
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(JQQ N.L.O.C National Iranian
")Q’ 1396.678 Drilling Company
Public Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tender(First publish/seconed publish)
One-stage(compressed)
TENDER Tenders
GUARANTEE ESTIMATED | DESCRIPTIO TENDER NO. / INDENT
VALUE (Rial) N Portal Reg. NO No
Euro Rial No.
P/F
"BLOHM+VOS
39,920 | 1,398,000,000 | 27,943,800,000 | s"MANUAL | 1484786 1
TON%{/‘;‘;‘E Tender No .:FP/12-96/011
B Indent No.: 08-22-9445055

Brief discription of subject:
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:
B) Preparation of tender documents:

Purchasing of documents:

Iran and providing the original deposit receipt.
Reciving of documents:

will be known as tenderer from tender committee.

Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN.

D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee:

Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:

National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Sagare, Ahvaz, Iran hereby intends to purchase its requirements
from qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender (compressed) upon following terms and conditions:

The evaluation is based on article ( j) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets qualitative
evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.

In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to SIBA account number 2174652205004 of NIDC in Bank Meli

Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum one week after the date of second
publication in person at the following address: Hall No.:113, Ithfloor, Foreign
Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN

Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment department in due date

C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evaluating:
Tenderers shall submit simultaneuosly envelopes of bids including bank guarantees(A), financial offer(C) and stamped and signed of
tender ducuments(B) along with qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary within 40 days from last day of
document recived deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building operations, National Iranian

Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids.

A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company.
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.

More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR
Foreign Procurement Dept.(DRILLING PROJECTS)

-51 National Iranian Drilling Company rﬁ-
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How the brain changes when

Right now, you are reading these words
without much thought or conscious
effort. In lightning-fast bursts, your eyes
are darting from left to right across your
screen, somehow making meaning from
what would otherwise be a series of
black squiggles.

Reading for you is not just easy - it's
automatic. Looking at a word and not
reading it is almost impossible, because
the cogs of written language processing
are set in motion as soon as skilled
readers see print.

And yet, as tempting as it is to think of
reading as hard-wired into us, don't be
fooled. Learning to read is not easy.

M Spoken language

The first examples of written language
date back to about 5,000 years ago,
which is a small fraction of the 60,000
years or more that humans have spent
using spoken language.

This means our species hasnt had
enough time to evolve brain networks
that predispose us to learn literacy. It
is only through years of practice and
instruction that we have forged those
connections for ourselves.

As a child becomes literate, there
is no “reading center” that magically
materializes in the brain. Instead, a
network of connections develops to link

existing areas that werent previously
linked. Reading becomes a way of
accessing language by sight, which
means it builds on architecture that
is already used for recognizing visual
patterns and understanding spoken
language.

we learn to read

K f i~

e

M How information travels

When a skilled reader encounters a
printed word, that information travels
from their eyes to their occipital lobe
(at the back of the brain), where it is
processed like any other visual stimulus.

From there, it travels to the left

Words and letters are stored in the letterbox
- not as individually memorized shapes or
patterns, but as symbols.

fusiform gyrus, otherwise known as the
brain’s “letterbox”. This is where the black
squiggles are recognized as letters in a
word. The letterbox is a special stopover
on the word’s journey because it only
develops as the result of learning to read.
It doesn't exist in very young children
or illiterate adults, and it's activated
less in people with dyslexia, who have
a biological difference in the way their
brains process written text.

Words and letters are stored in the
letterbox - not as individually memorized
shapes or patterns, but as symbols. This
is why a skilled reader can recognize a
word quickly, regardless of font, case, or
typeface.

Information then travels from the
letterbox to the frontal and temporal
lobes of the brain, to work out word
meaning and pronunciation.

Because information can travel so
quickly across the skilled reader’s synaptic
highways, the entire journey takes less
than half a second.

Every time children practice decoding
words, they forge new connections
between the visual and spoken language
areas of the brain, gradually adding
new letters and words to the brain’s all-
important letterbox.

(Source: The New Zealand Herald)

Can the universe still end in

a big crunch?

One of the biggest advances of the 20th
century has been to identify exactly how
rich, expansive, and massive our Universe

actually is. With approximately two trillion
galaxies contained in a volume some 46
billion light years in radius centered on
us, our observable universe allows us to
reconstruct the entire tale of our cosmic
history, stretching all the way back to the
Big Bang and even, perhaps, slightly be-
fore. But what about the future? What
about the fate of the universe? Is that a
certainty? That's what Andy Moss wants
to know, as he asks:

You (wrote) that the universe is ex-
panding at a decreasing rate. I thought a
Nobel Prize was awarded for the “discov-
ery” that the universe was expanding at
an increasing rate. Can you please clarify
the leading theories? Is the “Big Crunch”
still a possibility?

The best predictor of future behavior
is past behavior, it's true. But just as peo-
ple can sometimes surprise us, the Uni-
verse might, too.

B After Bing Bang

After the Big Bang, the universe was
almost perfectly uniform, and full of mat-
ter, energy and radiation in a rapidly ex-
panding state. The universe’s evolution
at all times is determined by the energy
density of what’s inside it.

The expansion rate of the universe, at
any moment in time, is only dependent
on two things: the total energy densi-
ty present within space time and the
amount of spatial curvature present. If we
understand the laws of gravitation and
how the different types of energy evolve
over time, we can reconstruct what the

expansion rate should have been at any
moment in the past. We can also look out
at a variety of distant objects at various
distances, and measure how that light
has been stretched due to the expan-
sion of space. Every galaxy, supernova,

molecular gas cloud, etc. — everything
that absorbs or emits light — will tell the
cosmic history of how the expansion of
space has stretched it from the moment
it was emitted until we observe it.

We've been able to conclude, from a
variety of independent lines of observa-
tion, exactly what the universe is made
out of The three big, independent lines
of observation are:

The temperature fluctuations present in
the cosmic microwave background, which
encode information about the universe’s
curvature, normal matter, dark matter, neu-
trino, and total density contents.

The correlations between galaxies on
the largest scales — known as baryon
acoustic oscillations — which give very strict
measurements on the total matter density,
the normal matter to dark matter ratio, and
the expansion rate throughout time.

(Source: Forbes)

Video solves mystery of how
narwhals use their tusks

The unicorn of the sea just got a little less

mysterious.

Until now, how these animals — nar-

whals — used their long tusks has been
subject to much speculation by scientists.

Behavior captured for the first time on
camera shows narwhals using the long tusks
protruding from their heads to stun Arctic
cod by hitting them, using jagged, quick
movements. This behavior immobilizes the
fish, making them easier to prey upon.

The footage was shot by two drones in
Tremblay Sound, Nunavat, in Canada’s far
Northeastern regions by Adam Ravetch for
the World Wildlife Fund Canada and re-
searchers from Fisheries and Oceans Canada.

Brandon Laforest, a senior specialist
of Arctic species and ecosystems with
WWEF-Canada, explained why narwhals
have been such a mysterious species.

“They don't jump like other whales.
They are also notoriously skittish,” said
Laforest. “This is an entirely new obser-
vation of how the tusk is used”

Laforest, working with officials from
the Canadian government, spent time
camped in the narwhal's winter habitat.
Because of the remote regions in which
narwhals live, visual confirmation of their
behavior has been difficult to ascertain.

B World’s population

Three quarters of the world's popu-
lation can be found in neighboring Lan-
caster Sound, which is being considered
by the Canadian government for a pro-
tected area.

While the footage confirms one the-
ory of how narwhals use their tusks, they
may be used for other purposes as well,
such as for ice picks, weapons, or as a

PR e SEk e
tool for echolocation. Laforest, however,
thinks they may be especially important
as sensory organs.

The tusk is actually the left canine
tooth protruding from the heads of
males and can grow as long as nine feet.
The right canine stays embedded, and
no other teeth protrude from the inside
of their mouths; narwhals instead use
suction to swallow their prey whole. Their
tusks are covered in thousands of nerve
endings and pores that help narwhals
sense the environment around them.

The new footage is also significant
because it shows that narwhals feed in
the waters in which they migrate to for
the summer. Identifying the key regions
that narwhals inhabit can help conserva-
tionists better protect the animals.

One of their biggest threats comes in
the form of industrial development. As
mineral extraction and tourism increase
in their habitats, they face a greater likeli-
hood of being struck by shipping vessels.
Underwater noise from development
also interferes with their ability to com-
municate underwater.

(Source: National Geographic)

For the First Time in Iran: Isfahan Water and Wastewater Co. Hosts CIPP Training Course

A training course for the implementation of Cured-
in-Place-Pipe (CIPP) was held in Isfahan Water and
Wastewater Company for the renovation of provincial
sewerage and wastewater network in the presence of

German experts and specialists.

Operation Affairs Deputy of Isfahan Province Water
and Wastewater Company Eng. Gholami announced
the above statement and said: "Renovating and over-
hauling dilapidated wastewater network of Isfahan
Province is the main objective behind organizing CIPP

training course!

He referred to the significance of renovating, modern-
izing and reconstructing Isfahan Province sewerage net-
work and stated: ‘As long as approx. 3,700 km, sewerage
network of the city dates back to over 40 years ago!

Up to the present time, approx. 1,500 km of sewer-
age network of the city should be renovated, he said,
adding: “The remaining worn-out and dilapidated

appropriately”

work in the world!

Elsewhere in his remarks, he pointed to the way of
reconstruction and modernization of sewerage net-
work using CIPP and said: “In this method, a coating
is created inside the pipe in tubular form, so that a
strip of liner composed of a protective coating and a
glass wool layer soaked in resin is drawn into the tube
(between the two bonds). Then, the strip, which is in
two-layer form, is opened using special air pumps!

sewerage network of the city should be modernized

He also pointed to the reconstruction methods of
sewerage network and reiterated: “Presently, there are
various methods of modernization of sewerage net-
work in the world. For this reason, Isfahan Province
Water and Wastewater Company has decided to use
CIPP method which is considered as one of the mod-
ern methods for the reconstruction of sewerage net-

With due observance to the said issue, the strip is

placed inside the mold of old pipe, he said, adding:

emphasized.

"After ultraviolet ray (UV) passes from inside the liner, its
resin par is hardened and processes. In this case, tubu-
lar shape, as thick as approx. 3mm, is placed inside the
worn-out pipe. Finally, sewage fluid will pass through
inside the new pipe”

Of course, other methods such as hot water and
hardener are used for processing this resin as well, he

In the end, Operation Affairs Deputy of Isfahan
Province Water and Wastewater Company Eng. Gho-
lami acknowledged that this giant project is carried out
for the first time in the country in cooperation with Ger-
man expert engineers using CIPP and said: “For better
implementation of this project, all staff and personnel
of the company were put under the training courses of
German expert engineers”

BIM’s Salient Achievements in Tile Industry of Country

Bank of Industry & Mine (BIM) took giant
steps in the field of financing tile industry
in the country, the Public Relations Dept.
of the bank reported.

Given the above issue, the bank of-
fered €156 million and 550 billion rials
worth of loans to the tile industry of the
country. In the same direction, the bank
has played an important role in gener-

ation of new job opportunities for 1,100
job-seeking people in the country di-
rectly.

Of the salient projects which have
been financed by the bank, it should be
referred to: Yazd Milad Company, Pars
Kavir Yazd Factory, Amin Meybod Tile
Mfg. Company, Pardis Abadeh Compa-
ny in Fars Province, costing €54.5 million

and 260 billion rials.

Abarkouh Abenous Company, Simin
Company of Yazd, Meybod Yekta Gra-
no Company and Meybod Shayan Cer-
am Factory in Yazd Province, Tandish
Abrisham Company in Khorasan Razavi,
Romak Naein Company in Isfahan Prov-
ince as well as Vash Negar Factory in
Sistan-Baluchestan Province were of the

other projects which were financed by
the bank, costing totally €101,500 and
290 billion rials.

It is worth mentioning that con-
struction operation of the aforesaid
projects is underway. If inaugurated,
608 employment will be generated di-
rectly, the Public Relations Dept. of the
bank ended.

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

NASA affirms plan for first
mission of SLS, Orion

In February, NASA began an effort looking at the feasibility
of putting crew aboard the first integrated flight of the Space
Launch System rocket and Orion spacecraft's — Exploration
Mission-1, or EM-1.

After weighing the data and assessing all implications,
the agency will continue pursuing the original plan for the
first launch, as a rigorous
flight test of the integrat-
ed systems without crew.

However, engineers
will apply insights gained
from the effort to the
first flight test and the
integrated systems to
strengthen the long-
term push to extend
human presence deeper
into the Solar System.

NASA determined it
is technically capable of
launching crew on EM-1,
but after evaluating cost,
risk and technical factors “
in a project of this mag-
nitude, it would be difficult to accommodate changes need-
ed to add crew at this point in mission planning.

The effort confirmed that the baseline plan to fly EM-1
without crew is still the best approach to enable humans to
move sustainably beyond low Earth orbit.

"We appreciate the opportunity to evaluate the possibility
of this crewed flight," said NASA acting Administrator Robert
Lightfoot. Exploration Mission-1 is the first in a broad series
of exploration missions that will take humans to deep space,
and eventually to Mars.

It is designed to be a flight test of our entire system — one
that is challenging in itself and will offer the opportunity to better
understand our capabilities and limitations and ultimately build
confidence in our ability to safely send crew into deep space.

(Source: SpaceCoastDaily)

Diverse rotations and
poultry litter improves
soybean yield

Continuous cropping systems without rotations or cover
crops are perceived as unsustainable for long-term yield and
soil health.

Continuous systems, defined as continually producing a
crop on the same parcel of land for more than three years, is
thought to reduce vyields. Given that crop rotations and soil
amendments (cover crops and poultry litter) may alleviate
issues associated with continuous cropping, research into their
combined effects is necessary to make recommendations
that improve soil quality and yield.

In an article recently published in Agronomy Journal,
researchers studied combinations of cropping sequence
(corn, soybean, and cotton) and soil amendment/cover crops
(hairy vetch, Austrian winter pea, wheat, poultry litter and a
fallow control) at two sites in Tennessee over a 12-yr study
period. Based on 12-yr yields, a moderate-to-no yield penalty
existed for continuous soybean, whereas yield benefits (11%)
arose from poultry litter compared to wheat cover crop.

This study determined that across all study years,
incorporating corn once within a 4-yr cycle resulted in 8%
greater vyields than continuous soybean, whereas cotton
(once or twice within a rotation) did not.

Consequently, including corn once within a 4-yr cropping
rotation with poultry litter improved soybean yields, concurrent
with increases in soil N, P K, and soil organic carbon.

(Source: EurekAlert)

Researchers build
‘brain-on-a-chip’ for
future brain prosthetics

Researchers at the Australian National University (ANU) have
developed a material that allows brain cells to grow and form
predictable circuits, which opens up the possibility of neu-
ro-prosthetics -- artificial parts for the brain.

According to ANU, the team of researchers grew the brain
cells on a semiconductor wafer patterned with nanowires,
which act as a scaffold to guide the growth of brain cells.
The development provides a platform to study how the cells
connect with each other.

The “project will provide new insights into the develop-
ment of neuro-prosthetics which can help the brain recover
after damage due to an accident, stroke, or degenerative
neurological diseases,” said Dr. Vini Gautam, lead researcher
at ANU's Research School of Engineering.

M Neuronal circuits

The university said the study is the first to show that the neu-
ronal circuits grown on the nanowire scaffolds were function-
al and highly interconnected. Project group leader Dr. Vincent
Daria from the John Curtin School of Medical Research hopes to
use the “brain-on-chip” to understand how neurons in the brain
form computing circuits that process information.

“Unlike other prosthetics like an artificial limb, neurons need
to connect synaptically, which form the basis of information pro-
cessing in the brain during sensory input, cognition, learning,
and memory," Daria explained. “Using a particular nanowire
geometry, we have shown that the neurons are highly intercon-
nected and predictably form functional circuits”

Daria said the researchers were able to make predictive
connections between the neurons and demonstrated them to
be functional with neurons firing synchronously, and expects
the work performed at ANU to open up a new research
model that focuses on a stronger connection between
materials nanotechnology and neuroscience.

(Source: zdnet.com)
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Indonesian envoy: Iran observes
social justice for women

Indonesian Ambassador to Iran Octavino Alimudin said on
Saturday that the Islamic Republic of Iran has bestowed
social justice on women community in Iran.

Speaking to IRNA reporter while visiting an exhibition
in Maku displaying capabilities of women in the region, he
said that Iran has experienced very good progress in various
fields and it is expected that these efforts to turn into an
exemplary model for women in other countries, mainly
women in Indonesia.

Iranian women in Maku have experienced remarkable
achievements in handicrafts, foodstuff commerce,
production of leather and household appliances,
Octavino said.

The Indonesian ambassador also expressed the hope to
witness expansion of cooperation between Maku free trade
zone of Iran and Indonesia in various fields.

Iranian and Indonesian people have similar taste in food
and through setting up joint food festival, the two countries
can broaden scope of their cooperation, Octavino said.

The Indonesian minister of women rehabilitation is to pay
an official visit to Maku free trade zone to sign agreement
on mutual cooperation in October, he said.

(Source: IRNA)

RECIPE OF THE WEEK
Strawberry shortcake

"An old-fashioned, tender shortcake with two layers of straw-
berries topped with whipped cream”

M Ingredients:

3 pints fresh strawberries
1/2 cup white sugar
2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
4 teaspoons baking powder
2 tablespoons white sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/3 cup shortening
legg
2/3 cup milk
2 cups whipped heavy cream

M Directions:

Slice the strawberries and
toss them with 1/2 cup of
white sugar. Set aside.

Preheat oven to 425 de-
grees F (220 degrees Q).
Grease and flour one 8 inch

round cake pan.

In a medium bowl combine the flour, baking powder, 2 ta-
blespoons white sugar and the salt. With a pastry blender cut
in the shortening until the mixture resembles coarse crumbs.
Make a well in the center and add the beaten egg and milk.
Stir until just combined.

Spread the batter into the prepared pan. Bake at 425 de-
grees F (220 degrees C) for 15 to 20 minutes or until golden
brown. Let cool partially in pan on wire rack.

Slice partially cooled cake in half making two layers. Place
half of the strawberries on one layer and top with the oth-
er layer. Top with remaining strawberries and cover with the
whipped cream.

LEARN ENGLISH

Interview Skills part 3

Mr. Parsons: Now, if I look here I see that you completed a

BA in English?

Rebecca: Yes, that's right. After graduating from high

school in New York I attended York University in the UK. My

major was English, and my minor was business studies.

[ completed my BA in 2004.

Mr. Parsons: Yes, I'm pleased to see that you also got a

distinction.

Rebecca: Yes that's right. I've always enjoyed studying. My

friends say I'm a bit of a bookworm, but my father always

pushed us to succeed academically.

Mr. Parsons: Well, it looks like his encouragement paid

off Rebecca. So how about extracurricular activities at

University?

Rebecca: Well I've always been keen on writing, so

[ became the editor for the University student magazine,

which T really loved. Also I volunteered for a group called

Shelter, to help the homeless in York.

Mr. Parsons: What did that involve?

Rebecca: Providing warm meals and shelter, especially in

the winter months. I found it really fulfilling to be part of

that group.

Mr. Parsons: I'm sure. Okay, now let's move on to your work

experience, shall we?

Rebecca: Yes, okay.

M Key Vocabulary

BA: bachelor of arts

major: the main subject studied in a college

minor: a second subject studied in a college

distinction: excellence

bookworm: a person who likes reading and studying

push somebody: to encourage or persuade (someone) to

do something

pay off: if something you do pays off, it is successful or has

a good result

extracurricular: extra activities

keen on: willing or eager to do something

volunteer: want to do something without being forced

or pay

involve: contain

fulfilling: full of happiness and satisfaction

M Supplementary vocabulary

valedictorian: a distinction given to the top graduate

admiration: to have respect for a person

overachiever: a person who strives to be the best

honors: a distinction given when graduating with high marks

class ring: a ring signifying the school and year graduated
(Source: irlanguage.com)
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Iranian businesswomen participate
in Pakistan intl. business summit

[ECHTEEY TEHRAN  —  Two
d e s businesswomen,
Maryam  Soltani and Zahra  Galij,
represented Iran at the First International
Women Business Summit-2017 which
was held in Pakistan on May 12-13.

The event aimed at emphasizing the
role of women in trade and business,
IRNA reported.

Iranian  women traders in their
speeches briefed the audience about the
active role Iranian women have in trade
and economic fields and said that Iranian
chambers of commerce for women
are ready to have closer cooperation
with regional chambers of commerce
including those based in Pakistan.

They also invited women traders of
Pakistan to visit Iran.

The summit was an opportunity for
women entrepreneurs as it provided a
platform for sharing experiences and
ideas in developing women’s leadership
and entrepreneurship capacity, the report
said.

The main objective of the event was to
inspire, connect, support and empower
women in order to bring peace and
prosperity in the region.

Also present in the event was the
Iranian Consul General, Mohammad
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Baqger Beigi. - - i :
In  his address, Bager Beigi necessary grounds for development of present, told the participants that the promotion of businesses.
congratulated authorities for holding ~more trade and economic ties between — conference was expected to provide a Over 200 women entrepreneurs

such a large scale international women  Iran and Pakistan in the future.
Pakistan Minister for Commerce interact with business women of the Bangladesh, Pakistan and Iran attended

conference in Pakistan and expressed

platform for female entrepreneurs to from Afghanistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka,

hope that the conference would provide ~ Khurram Dastagir Khan, who was also  world and get connected with them for  the summit.

Four Muslim women allegedly punched outside university in Sydney

Four Muslim women have allegedly been assaulted
in Sydney in an attack described by New South Wales

police as "bias-motivated”.

The women were allegedly punched outside the
University of Technology in Ultimo on Wednesday,

leaving one victim with a bloodied mouth.

“[I was] staring absentmindedly ahead of me when
some lady ... came up to me and punched me in the

face said Hanan Merheb on Facebook.

“In front of me, another hijabi had just been punched,
and just behind, this same woman was about to punch

yet another hijabi.

“She just punched me and walked off, as casually as

if she had just come to say hello!
The woman appeared in central local

and a 23-year old, were all students at the University
of Technology.

Islamophobia Register Australia said it was “shocked
by the incident” and was investigating the matter.

Kais Al-Momani posted on Facebook claiming to
have witnessed the attack.

‘I didn't know what had happened but I could see
straight away that her mouth was covered in blood.

She was crying and shaking and said she'd been
punched in the face and knocked to the ground by
another woman who she didn't know.

“[She] was a young student from a migrant
background. As you can imagine she was absolutely
terrified after this incident ... I wish there was more we

court Hanan Merheb has described on Facebook an alleged  could do as academics, and as a university, to support

on Thursday, charged with two counts of assault —assault on her and three other women wearing hijabs yictims like her, and to make our campus a safe place

occasioning actual bodily harm, and two counts of

common assault.

Saudi woman saves
man’s life by defying
driving ban

A female college student in Saudi Arabia took the
wheel of a minibus after its male driver suffered a
stroke. The young woman’s actions, which violated
a controversial ban in the country, helped save
the man’s life, local media report.

Ashwaq Al-Shammari was being driven
from university together with four other female
students to their homes near the city of Hail in
northwest Saudi Arabia earlier this week, the
Saudi Gazette reported.

In the middle of their journey, the driver told
the passengers he was feeling dizzy and pulled
over. He then fell unconscious.

Stranded in the middle of the road, some of the
girls tried to resuscitate the driver, while Ashwaq
decided it was time to remember the driving skills
she had learned on her father’s farm.

She got behind the wheel of the minibus,
driving to a nearby shop to get some water for
the unwell driver. When that didn't help, she
proceeded to drive to his house.

From there, the driver’s family took charge,
taking him to a government hospital about 50km
(30 miles) away. He was diagnosed with a brain
stroke, but was saved due to the girls" quick
intervention, the newspaper said.

Ashwaq's father, Zahir Al-Shammari, who
works in education, praised his daughter’s
actions. "I'm extremely proud of my daughter,
whom I taught driving at my farm when she was
young. Her voluntary work was part of her social
responsibility, the Saudi Gazette quoted him as
saying.

The Saudi kingdom appears to be the only
country in the world where women's driving is
banned. Most Saudi religious authorities and
scholars pronounce it forbidden, while driving
licenses are not officially issued to women.

However, there are reports that enforcement of
the ban varies by region. It's said to be especially
strict in Riyadh and the surrounding areas, but
female driving is somewhat tolerated in rural
areas.

(Source: Reuters)

outside her university.
The four women, two 18-year olds, a 19-year old

for everyone!
(Source: The Guardian)
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(JQQ N.L.O.C National Iranian
C)Q‘ 1396.680 Drilling Company
Public Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tender(First publish/seconed publish)
One-stage(compressed)
TENDER GUARANTEE | porimMATED — Tlf(')‘ftzrls TENDER NO. / No
Euro Rial VALUE (Rial) INDENT NO
Reg. No.
P/F
"BLOHM+VOSS" | 1,484,805 1
42,371 | 1,483,000,000 | 29,658,000,000 | il oG] T Tender No .:FP/12-96/012
TYPE "BV-57" Indent No.: 08-22-9445054

Brief discription of subject:

National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran hereby intends to purchase its requirements
from qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender (compressed) upon following terms and conditions:

A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:

The evaluation is based on article ( j ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets qualitative
evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.

B) Preparation of tender documents:

Purchasing of documents:

In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to SIBA account number 2174652205004 of NIDC in Bank Meli
Iran and providing the original deposit receipt.

Reciving of documents:

Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum one week  after the date of second
publication in person at the following address: Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign

Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN

Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment department in due date
will be known as tenderer from tender committee.

C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evaluating:

Tenderers shall submit simultaneuosly envelopes of bids including bank guarantees(A), financial offer(C) and stamped and signed of
tender ducuments(B) along with qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary within 40 days from last day of
document recived deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building operations, National Iranian
Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN.

Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids.

D) Tender Guarantee:

Type of guarantee:

A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central

Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to National Iranain Drilling Company.

Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:

This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.

More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR
Foreign Procurement Dept.(DRILLING PROJECTS)
National Iranian Drilling Company
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WORLD IN FOCUS

Palestinians mark 69th ‘Nakba’
annlversary W|th rallies
\m?

By staff & agencies

Palestinians are commemorating the 69th
anniversary of the “Nakba’, the “day of
catastrophe” in which Israel was officially
declared a state following the forced re-
moval of more than 750,000 Palestinians
from their homes and the destruction of
over 500 villages and towns.

People across historic Palestine - in-
cluding lIsrael, the occupied West Bank
and the Gaza Strip - are holding rallies,
marches and candlelight vigils on Mon-
day, as well as sounding sirens.

Israel has made publicly commemo-
rating the Nakba increasingly difficult for
Palestinians, with a “Nakba Law" that au-
thorizes Israel’s finance minister to revoke
funding from institutions that reject Isra-
el's character as a “Jewish state” or mark
the country’s “Independence Day” as a
day of mourning.

M Israel, Britain must apologize for
Nakba

Meanwhile, on Sunday, Secretary
General of the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization (PLO) and the chief Pales-
tinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said Israel
must acknowledge that its establishment
in 1948 was a "catastrophe” for the Pales-
tinians and apologize for it.

The Nakba Day, he said, "means an
ongoing journey of pain, loss, and injus-
tice”

Erekat also urged Tel Aviv to open all
its 1948 archives and show "the truth of
what was done to our people, including
its ethnic cleansing policies and the poli-
cy of shooting to kill Palestinians that at-
tempted to return home!

The official further urged Britain "to
apologize for its role in the Palestinian
catastrophe, beginning by the infamous
Balfour Declaration and the denial of our
national rights.

The document issued in November
1917 by the then British foreign secretary
Arthur Balfour said the British govern-
ment “views with favor the establishment
in Palestine of a national home for the
Jewish people,” settling the stage for cre-
ation of Israel.

Erekat, who participated in the failed Oslo
Accords to bring about a two-state solution
to the lsraeli occupation, said “Our nation
marking 69 years of the Nakba, our national
catastrophe, is symbolized in our exile and
the systematic denial of our rights”

Palestinian survivors of the Nakba and
their descendants have lived outside of
Palestine since 1948, with millions of them
still stateless or languishing in surround-
ing refugee camps.

Israel has prevented them from re-
turning to their homes. Palestinians have
cited United Nations Resolution 194 that
they say preserves their “Right to Return”
to Palestine.

B People across world mark
Palestinian Nakba Day

Elsewhere, People across the world

are commemorating the Nakba Day
which marks the anniversary of the for-
cible eviction of hundreds of thousands
of Palestinians from their homeland by
Israelis in 1948.

Ahead of the anniversary, the be-
sieged Gaza Strip and several parts of
the world witnessed protests against the
Israeli oppression and occupation which
has continued for decades.

Hani Islayim, a senior Hamas leader,
said the march aimed at telling “hypo-
crites” that "we are staying in Palestine”
to end the Israeli occupation.

“On the 69th anniversary, we say that
the land is ours, al-Quds (Jerusalem) is
ours and Palestine is ours,” he said.

“If some people have forgotten our
cause, we say that we haven't forgotten
and the occupation will be forced out of
our land soon, God willing, and Palestine
will stay Islamic and Arab," Islayim added.

Elsewhere across the world, people
rallied in Berlin in remembrance of the
Nakba Day. Protesters also gathered
outside the Israeli consulate in the Ca-
nadian city of Toronto in support of the
hunger-striking Palestinians in Israeli jails.

B Settlers attack Palestinians,
Israeli forces stand idly: video

Meantime, in the occupied territories,
human rights group Yesh Din released
footage showing lIsraeli forces watching
indifferently while Jewish settlers hurled
stones at Palestinians in the West Bank.

According to Israeli newspaper Haaretz,
the footage was shot on Friday near the
village of Burin in the occupied West Bank.

“This is a very serious incident” in
which Israeli soldiers “allowed the crim-
inals to throw stones unhindered,’ the
group said in a statement.

Yesh Din urged the Israeli military to
investigate the incident but the army de-
nied its soldiers ignored the attack.

There have been scores of attacks tar-
geting Palestinians in different parts of

the \/\/est Bank W|th most of them Iargely
going uninvestigated by Israeli authori-
ties.

More than half a million Israelis live in
over 230 settlements built since the 1967
Israeli occupation of the West Bank and
East al-Quds (Jerusalem). Built on occu-
pied land, the settlements are interna-
tionally condemned as illegal.

M Israeli forces shoot Palestinian
fishermen off Gaza, fatally injure one

The developments follow as a young
Palestinian man has been shot dead after
Israeli naval forces opened fire on several
Palestinian fishing boats off the northern
coast of the besieged Gaza Strip.

Head of the Palestinian Fishermen’s
Union Nizar Ayyash said on Monday that
the assault occurred overnight, when Is-
raeli forces detained four crewmen of a
single boat, including a critically wound-
ed fisherman who has been identified as
28-year-old Mohammed Majed Bakr.

Bakr, however, succumbed to his inju-
ries in an Israeli hospital later in the day.

Israeli naval forces also arrested two
other crewmen of another boat before
impounding both fishing boats.

The Israeli regime regularly shoots and
detains Gazan fishermen over allegations
of crossing the “designated fishing zone,"
which is practically three nautical miles.

Under a ceasefire agreement reached
between Israelis and Palestinians follow-
ing the deadly Israeli war in August 2014,
Tel Aviv agreed to immediately expand
the fishing zone off Gaza's coast, allowing
Palestinian fishermen to sail as far as six
nautical miles off the shore. The agree-
ment also stipulated that Israel would
expand the area gradually up to 12 miles.

Palestinian fishermen, however, say
the Israeli navy opens fire on them before
they reach the agreed limit. About 4,000
fishermen work in Gaza, half of whom live
below the poverty line.

Since the beginning of the current

year, Israeli forces have confiscated five
fishing boats, arrested 14 Palestinian fish-
ermen, shot and injured five, of whom
one was fatally wounded, according to
al-Mezan Center for Human Rights.

Last year, 135 fishermen were arrested,
26 were wounded by direct Israeli gun-
fire and 43 boasts were impounded. The
repeated assaults damage or destroy a
large amount of fishing equipment of the
Palestinians every year.

The Gaza Strip has been under an
Israeli blockade since June 2007. The
blockade has caused a decline in the
standards of living as well as unprece-
dented levels of unemployment and un-
relenting poverty.

M Hunger strike leader Barghouti:
Eating video fake

Separately, Palestinian hunger-strike
Leader Marwan Barghouti has denied
the authenticity of a video purportedly
showing him eating secretly in his prison
cell, his lawyer said.

Barghouti, along with 1,500 Palestinian
prisoners held by Israel, launched a hun-
ger strike on April 17, demanding better
conditions, including family visits.

Last week, Israeli authorities, in an ap-
parent attempt to discredit Barghouti, re-
leased a video that they said showed the
58-year-old Barghouti having food.

On Sunday, his lawyer Khader Shkirat
said he described the video to Barghouti
who told him it's not authentic.

According to Shkirat, Barghouti said
the cell featured in the video, with a bunk
bed, is much nicer and cleaner than the
run-down cell where he is being held,
which has a single bed, smelly blanket
and no pillow.

Israel has alleged that Barghouti, widely
seen as a potential successor to Palestini-
an President Mahmoud Abbas, staged the
strike to raise his political profile.

Barghouti is serving multiple life sen-
tences after an Israeli court convicted him
of directing attacks that killed five people
during the second Palestinian Intifada.

Barghouti, in prison since 2002, never
mounted a defense, saying the court had
no jurisdiction over him.

He has been kept in isolation since the
hunger strike began last month. His lawyer
added that Barghouti has not been permit-
ted to change his clothes and that Israeli
guards search his room four times a day.

In a rare statement last week, the In-
ternational Committee of the Red Cross
said it is Israel's responsibility to ensure
prisoners receive family visits.

Human rights groups say it is a viola-
tion of international law to move prison-
ers from occupied territories to detention
centers in Israel, which also makes it more
difficult for relatives to visit the inmates.

However, Israeli  Prison  Service
spokesman Assaf Liberati said the video
was authentic and was taken in Barghou-
ti's current cell.

Russia’s alleged interference in elections under spotlight at Prague summit

Security specialists from 27 countries including Britain
and the United States are meeting in Prague on Monday
in what has been billed as the most concerted attempt
yet to counter alleged Kremlin destabilization measures
aimed at undermining western elections.

The Czech interior ministry is hosting the five-day
summit staged by Stratcom - NATO's strategic commu-
nications arm — in an effort to persuade governments
and the European Union to strengthen electoral pro-
cesses amid rising concern over suspected interference
by the Russian government under Vladimir Putin.

The event comes at a time of heightened sensitiv-
ity following Donald Trump's sacking last week of the
FBI director, James Comey, who had been overseeing
an investigation into alleged links between Russia and
Trump's 2016 presidential campaign.

Elections are approaching in several European coun-
tries including Britain next month, Germany in Septem-
ber and the Czech Republic, which faces a parliamentary
poll in October and a presidential election a few months
later. Officials have voiced fears about the possibility of
Russian-backed disruption.

"Western countries are taking this more seriously

now because they can see it affects themselves and not
just Ukraine and the Baltic states,” said Jakub Janda, of
the Prague-based European Values think-tank, which is
organizing the conference along with other bodies in-
cluding the British embassy.

"From being a mainly foreign policy issue, it has be-
come an internal security topic”

The Czech Republic became the first EU member
state to explicitly address the issue in January when it
established a Centre for Terrorism and Hybrid Threats
aimed at protecting the integrity of its elections from
"fake news” websites and other measures suspected to
be masterminded by Moscow.

Conference organizers are calling for further meas-
ures, including legislation, in western counties whose
democratic systems and sovereignty could be endan-
gered by outside meddling.

"It is clear that democracies need to set up nation-
al policies for countering hostile disinformation opera-
tions, which are going on constantly, not only during the
electoral period,’ says a hard-hitting report to be pre-
sented to 160 government specialists meeting behind
closed doors during the summit's first two days.

The report asserts that Moscow tried to influence the
pro-leave vote in last year's Brexit referendum in Britain,
in addition to its well-documented preference for Trump
and support for the far-right candidate Marine Le Pen in
the recent French presidential election.

"Democracies must start treating their electoral pro-
cesses as a part of critical national infrastructure,” de-
clares the report, which calls for "tailored national de-
fense policies” to keep polls free and fair.

The report suggests that candidates could set up de-
coy email addresses to guard against computer hacks.
It also urges state authorities to close potential legal
loopholes that could allow foreign funding of candidates
through local proxies.

Analysts accuse the Kremlin of backing mainly far-
right fringe movements opposed to NATO (North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization), the EU and immigration across
a host of countries, including the Baltic republics, the
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Finland, Sweden
and elsewhere. Destabilization efforts are aided by news
websites which peddle slanted accounts and outright
disinformation.

(Source: Guardian)

EU pushes for aid access to Muslims besieged by government in Myanmar

A senior European Union (EU) official has
called on Myanmar to allow unrestricted hu-
manitarian access to the troubled state of Ra-
khine, which has been under a lock-down by
the military since October last year.

EU commissioner for aid Christos
Stylianides said at the end of a three-day
visit to Myanmar on Sunday that he had
called on the government to provide the
bloc with full aid access to the region,
where ethnic Rohingya Muslims are be-
sieged and being cracked down on.

“| raised this issue a lot in my meet-
ings, not only with ministers but also with

the district commissioner of Maungdaw,’
he said, referring to one of the locked-
down areas in Rakhine.

“A lot of problems remain in order to
see what we want... about humanitarian
access,” Stylianides said.

He said some foreign aid workers had
been allowed to enter the region but that
had not been enough, as at least 16,000
people were still displaced. He said they
needed adequate shelter before the
rainy season started.

Hundreds of Rohingya Muslims have
been killed and tens of thousands have

been forced from their homes to live in
camps in dire conditions in Myanmar, Thai-
land, Malaysia, and Indonesia as a result of
violence at the hands of either extremist
Buddhists or the Myanmarese army.

The government in Myanmar denies
full citizenship to the 1.1 million-strong
Rohingya population, branding them
“illegal immigrants” from Bangladesh.
This is while the Rohingya Muslims are
believed to be a community of ancient
lineage in Myanmar.

Since October 2016, Myanmar’s mil-
itary forces have been carrying out a

crackdown against the community, fol-
lowing a raid on a police post that they
they have blamed on Rohingya-linked
militants.

According to a report issued by the
UN last month, Myanmar’s forces have
committed mass killings and gang rapes
against members of the Muslim commu-
nity. The report warned that the abuses
against the Muslims have been occurring
in a campaign that “very likely” amounts
to crimes against humanity and possibly
ethnic cleansing.

(Source: Press TV)
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Trump mulls west wing
shake-up of key staff
members

The United States President Donald Trump is reportedly con-

sidering a team reshuffle that could result in a number of key
players facing the axe.

According to White House sources, the president may
have a "huge reboot” of his team that could affect everyone
from Press Secretary Sean Spicer, Chief Strategist Steve Ban-
non, even Chief of Staff Reince Priebus.

"He's frustrated, and angry at everyone,” an anonymous
source told Axios’ Mike Allen, which reported on the po-
tential reshuffle on Sunday. “The advice he's getting is to go
big—that he has nothing to lose. The question now is how
big and how bold. I'm not sure he knows the answer to that
yet”

Rumors that Trump was planning to get rid of embattled
White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer have been circu-
lating for some time—increasingly so over the last week after
Spicer’s briefings were handled by Deputy Press Secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders.

Indeed, the rumors were addressed by Saturday Night Live
this weekend, when Melissa McCarthy's take on Spicer was
asked at a press briefing: “If he's your friend, why is everyone
saying he's about to fire you and replace you with Sarah?”

And Trump has done little to quash speculation that
Spicer’s days in the White House are numbered, offering no
reassurance for the press secretary in an interview with Jea-
nine Pirro that aired on Fox News on Saturday evening.

Asked about whether Spicer would be working for Trump
in the future, the president said: “Yeah well he's been there
from the beginning”

Trump, who said he was mulling the idea of scrapping
press briefings altogether or conducting them himself, also
described Spicer as a nice man who was doing a good job,
but added "he gets beat up".

And six West Wing officials, who spoke anonymously to
the New York Times, confirmed Trump was considering a big
shake-up amid growing frustration with a number of people
on his team.

The officials claimed Spicer and Priebus, along with Com-
munications Director Michael Dubke, had prompted criticism
from Trump and were potentially under consideration for dis-
missal.

It is not clear whether Trump will enact sweeping changes
immediately or if he is simply attempting to motivate members
of his staff with the threat of dismissal-in either case, changes in
the West Wing are expected to come one way or another.

(Source: Newsweek)

Europe dodges a bullet, but
far right dangers remain

B Awkward balancing

They face an awkward balancing act. Alternative for
Deutschland, for example, looks to have rejected suggestions
by some of its leadership that it move towards the main-
stream and consider a coalition with more moderate parties
to gain power, preferring to stay on the extremes. That will
probably cost it short-term electoral success, but it clearly
believes it can continue to tap into the anger and extreme
views of the political fringes.

That prospect has the German authorities unsettled. Even
as Le Pen was being roundly defeated, the German military
authorities were beginning a search of military bases across
the country for Nazi and neo-Nazi memorabilia.

What the 39-year-old French former banker’s victory has
clearly demonstrated is just how fast pre-existing political as-
sumptions can be overturned.

Macron, after all, was barely seen as a credible candidate
a year ago, not least because of the assumption that one
of France’s main parties — almost certainly the Republicans
—would remain the primary challenge to Le Pen. Instead, Re-
publican candidate Francois Fillon’s campaign imploded after
it emerged his wife had been paid public money for jobs she
did not do. The Socialist party of President Francois Hollande,
meanwhile, wandered so far to the left it essentially took itself
out of the race.

That makes the Macron victory a lonely one for now, al-
though he will be hoping his En Marche movement can win a
significant number of seats in legislative elections in just over
a month. If he could do so, he will have upended postwar
French politics and will have considerable freedom of move-
ment. If not, however, he will be dependent on Republican
and Socialist parliamentarians whose parties’ long-term sur-
vival may depend on making sure he is not too much of a
success.

There is also another force lurking in the wings that ap-
pears to wish him and Europe’s other mainstream politicians
ill = Russia’s Vladimir Putin. The massive data leak of hacked
emails and other campaign material released late on Friday
did not appear to have a significant impact on the campaign,
leading to the suggestion from WikiLeaks that it might have
been done by the campaign itself.

That's not entirely impossible, but the leaks did appear to
fit within an established Kremlin playbook. It was a reminder
that Putin and those around him wish Western democracy ill.

The French election might not to be the catastrophe many
feared, but it's only the end of a chapter. Where Europe goes
next remains unwritten, and there is everything to play for.

(Source: Reuters)
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Messi set to win fourth Golden
Shoe award ahead of Ronaldo

Lionel Messi will beat Cristiano Ronaldo to the 2016/17
Golden Shoe award - despite failing to score this weekend.

It will be the fourth time that Messi wins the coveted
award, equalling Ronaldo»s tally, which is given to the top
goalscorer across Europe»s top leagues.

Messi is currently four goals ahead of Sporting Lisbon
front man Bas Dost, who has scored 31 times this season,
but the Dutchman only has one game left.

He will require a minimum of five goals on the final day
against Chaves if he is to outright win the award.

Messi can yet add to his tally, with Barcelona hosting Ei-
bar at the Nou Camp on the final day this coming weekend.

The Argentinian drew an unlikely blank against Las Pal-
mas on Sunday night but it should not influence his pros-
pects of taking home the trophy.

Ronaldo is currently 16th in the standings with 22 goals.

Trailing Messi  are Dost, Lewandowski  (30),
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang (29), Edin Dzeko, Luis Su-
arez (both 27), Andrea Belotti, Anthony Modeste and
Dries Mertens (all 25).

Edinson Cavani has scored 33 times for Paris Saint-Ger-
main this season, but he gets a lower point-per-goal ratio
because he is playing in Ligue 1.

Messi>s inevitable victory means that either he, Ronaldo
or Suarez have claimed the Golden Shoe since 2007/08.

Suarez has won the gong twice - once with Liverpool
and once with Barcelona.

(Source: Mirror)

Argentine star in hot water
over “insulting” gesture

Argentine star Ezequiel Lavezzi has found himself in hot water
after posing for a photograph in which he was seen to mimic
Chinese people. The 32-year-old former Napoli and PSG star
was being snapped for an official photo-shoot with his club He-
bei Fortune when he made the gesture. The player himself earns
in excess of £8.46M-a-season
in the Far-East but the incident
has left him at the centre of a
huge row.

Lavezzi himself issued a
statement which read; "'Per
the request of the Chinese
Super League, we took the
official photos for the season.
We were given instructions by
the official photographer and
[ was trying to make some
interesting photos by mak-
ing some funny faces, which
would be used afterwards for
entertainment purposes. I had
no intention of insulting the Chinese people and did not do it
with any bad intentions”.

"I'm very happy to be here as part of the Hebei club. I have
had great time here with my team-mates and it has been a great
journey. Every Chinese person around me is friendly and I love
my life here. I deeply apologise if this photo has offended the
Chinese public and fans. I will be more careful in the future!

Hebei fortune has backed their player stating that the pho-
tographs had never actually been released. They also explained
that; “'Since joining us at the beginning of 2016, Lavezzi has
been getting along very well with the team and been loved by
fans too.

(Source: Calciomercato)

Wenger’s message to
Arsenal fans boycotting
Sunderland match

Arsene Wenger has called on to show their support amid ru-
mours of an Emirates boycott.

During Saturday's game
against Stoke, a plane flew
over the stadium with a ban-
ner saying: “Wenger - Out
means out”

Recent games at the Emir-
ates has seen hundreds of
empty seats in the ground.

And with a large number of
tickets available for Tuesday's
match with Sunderland, fans
are being asked to boycott the
game to send a message to
N the Arsenal board about their
dissatisfaction.

But the Arsenal boss has
implored the fans to stick with the team.

Wenger said: "My message is always the same - to support
the team”

(Source: Express)

WORLD SPORT

MAY 16, 2017

White Hart Lane demolition begins
after Tottenham’s last game

Hart Lane on Sunday afternoon with a parade of legends
and a 2-1 victory over Manchester United.

Less than 24 hours later and the bulldozers have
rolled in to begin the job of razing the famous old place
to the ground.

Spurs are determined to waste no time whatsoever
in demolishing their home since 1899 so that work on
their stunning new 61,559-capacity arena next door can
continue apace.

The construction teams have already started work
on the new arena, which has sprung up throughout
the course of this season, and there is no room for

The curtain fell on Tottenham Hotspurs time at White

sentimentality as the old White Hart Lane is tore down
to make way.

The confetti and debris from Sunday afternoon’s
farewell was still visible on the pitch as the bright
yellow bulldozers rumbled beneath the stands and
onto the pitch.

Many gaps were visible in the rows of blue seats after
supporters ripped them out to take home as souvenirs,
though the playing surface itself looked to have survived
the post-match pitch invasion.

Goals from Victor Wanyama and Harry Kane earned
Spurs a 2-1 win over United, a fitting farewell to a stadium
that has seen countless memorable matches down the years.

But all things must pass and Spurs will play their home
fixture at Wembley Stadium next season while their new
home is built.

As of 8am on Monday morning, the stadium was
formally handed over to contractors Mace and DSM for
the dismantling of the stadium from the inside out.

This process is expected to continue until September,
clearing the way for the £800million new arena to rise
into the north London sky.

Their new home will boast a 17,000-seater ‘Kop' style
home stand and a retractable pitch so that Spurs can also
host NFL American football matches.

(Source: Daily Mail)

Doping: Gambling ad with disgraced
Johnson sparks outrage in Australia

Ex-Argentina, Bayern, Manchester
City defender Demichelis retires

A TV ad for a gambling company that
features disgraced sprinter Ben Johnson
making light of doping has sparked
outrage in Australia, with politicians and
sports officials demanding it be pulled
from the air.

The Sportsbet ad has Canadian John-
son, who was stripped of his 100 meters
gold medal in the 1988 Seoul Games after
testing positive to a banned steroid, pro-
moting a “juiced-up” mobile phone app.

"It tested positive for speed and power
again and again," says Johnson in the ad,
which includes other doping-related puns
and muscular athletes touting the app.

Federal sports minister Greg Hunt crit-
icized Sportsbet and said the company
should pull the ad.

“To use a known drug cheat such as
Ben Johnson to advertise their product is
utterly inappropriate,” local media quoted
Hunt as saying on Monday.

Independent senator Nick Xenophon
called upon the national media watch-
dog, the Australian Communications and
Media Authority, to take action.

‘It is just wrong on so many levels --
glorifying a drug cheat, tying it in with
gambling and promoting it to kids in a
lighthearted way," Xenophon said.

Australia’s anti-doping watchdog said the

ad sent ‘completely the wrong message”

“This advertising campaign belittles the
achievements of clean athletes and den-
igrates those who work to protect clean
sport across the world," the Australian Sports
Anti-doping Authority said in a statement.

Outspoken Australian swimmer Mack
Horton, who sparked controversy at the
Rio Olympics by calling a Chinese rival a
“drug cheat’, was also disapproving.

“This is not cool," the Olympic 400 me-
ters freestyle champion wrote on Twitter.

Sportsbet said it would not pull the ad.

"Sportsbet does not condone the use
of performance enhancing drugs ... (but)
we make no apologies for injecting some
humor into advertising a Sportsbet
spokesman told News Ltd media.

The proliferation of gambling advertis-
ing at sport venues and on television has
raised alarm bells in Australia, where nearly
$17.06 billion was lost in all forms of legal
wagering in the 2014-15 financial year, up
nearly eight percent on the previous year,
according to government statistics.

Earlier this month, Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull confirmed the government
would ban gambling ads from live sport-
ing events before 8:30 p.m. and for five
minutes before and after the start of play.

(Source: Reuters)

Former Argentina, Bayern Munich
and Manchester City centre-back Mar-
tin Demichelis has announced his re-
tirement from professional football.

The 36-year-old re-joined Malaga
for second spell after being released by
Espanyol in January and has made 12
appearances in what will prove to be his
final season in Laliga.

Demichelis won 51 caps for Argenti-
na, scoring twice, and announced his de-
cision at a news conference on Monday.

“Twant to be honest, Ilost the strength
in my legs and my concentration,” he said.
"But I want to give thanks to football.

‘I speak from my heart when I say I
thank you all for being here and show-
ing me the appreciation — Malaga have
shown faith in me and have given me the
desire to play more up until this point.

"It was a dream to finish my career at
Malaga, it is a club that has always had
a special place in my heart and it is an
honour to end my playing days here.

“Now I look forward to being a
Malaguista forever and supporting the
club from the stands”

A product of River Plate's youth sys-
tem and a cultured defender, Demiche-
lis twice won the Argentinian title be-
fore moving to Bayern Munich in 2003.

His time with the Bundesliga giants
proved highly decorated as Bayern
claimed four domestic doubles.

Despite initial injury problems in
Germany he shone, first in a defensive
midfield and then at the heart of de-
fence, but had fallen down the pecking
order by the time his old River boss Ma-
nuel Pellegrini brought him to Malaga
in January 2011.

Pellegrini came calling once more
when Demichelis moved to City from
Atletico Madrid in 2013 — he never
played a game for the capital club hav-
ing joined them on a free transfer from
Malaga earlier that close season.

Despite initially struggling to acclima-
tise to the pace of English football in his
advancing years, Demichelis played a
pivotal role in City's run to claim the Pre-
mier League title in the 2013-14 season.

He also collected the League Cup in
2014 and 2016 during his time in Eng-
land, before he returned to Malaga via
a fruitless stint comprising two appear-
ances at Espanyol.

Demichelis could now bring down
the curtain on his career when Real
Madrid visit La Rosaleda this weekend
in pursuit of Laliga title glory.

(Source: Soccerway)

Nadal responds to question about Federer after Madrid triumph

Rafael Nadal insists that he is paying no attention to his
place in the rankings after his Madrid Masters triumph
on Sunday.

The Spaniard beat Dominic Theim 7-6 (10-8) 6-4 to
win his fifth title in Madrid and move up to number four
in the world rankings.

That places him above Roger Federer, who is now
fifth in the world rankings as the build-up to the French
Open gathers pace.

However, Nadal insists he is only focused on his own
game and not where he currently sits in the rankings.

Asked about the fact that he has now moved above
Federer in the rankings, Nadal told his post-match news
conference in Madrid: “To try to win Roland Garros, you
don't need to be No4 or Nol or No5, what you need is
to play tennis very well.

"This is the situation right now. If I am No4 and I

played badly, I'm not going to have chances. If I am No5
and I play well, T will have the same chances as if I'm No4
or Nob5. It's just circumstantial.

“In my career, being No4 or No5, I don't think it changes
a lot for me.

"What I'm really happy about, I really enjoy, is to achieve
a title like here in Madrid, to win a title like this.

"Today is a day to be satisfied, to be happy, and to
have this trophy. I thought I was going to take it, but
apparently it's going to stay here. After tomaorrow, I will
think about Rome.

“That's everything I'm thinking right now. This is a
very emotional period of the season. I really enjoy these
tournaments. Tjust try to go for all of them. T try to com-
pete. In Monte-Carlo and Barcelona I did well, same
here. [ hope to do the same in Rome!

(Source: Sport Review)
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Iran earn second win at Asian
Women’s U23 Volleyball Champlonshlp

Iran earned their second successive
s k win at the Asian Women's U23
Volleyball Championship on Monday.

The Iranian team defeated New Zealand in straight
sets 3-0 (28-26, 25-22, 25-20) at the Mall Nakhon
Ratchasima’s MCC Hall.

The Iranians, who stormed past Malaysia in straight
sets in their opening match the on Sunday, booked a
spot at the round of the last eight teams.

Fatemeh Amini scored 15 points for Iran including 12
attacks and 3 aces, while Farnaz Saei Esfahani added 10
points.

Alice Zeimann collected 17 points for New Zealand
including 11 kills and 5 ace serves.

"New Zealand played a good match against us. I gave
them the thumbs up for the good fight. They caused us
some problems, but fortunately we won. We are very
happy to win this match and move up to the round of
last eight teams to play both Japan and Vietnam,” Iran
coach Sima Sedighi said.

"Certainly, it is going to be very tough for us. We
will have to analyze their games and hope we will
have a good result,” she added.

Iran will meet Vietham on Tuesday and face
powerhouse Japan on Wednesday.

The2017 AsianWomen'sU23 Volleyball Championship
is a biennial international volleyball tournament
organized by the Asian Volleyball Confederation (AVC)
with Thailand Volleyball Association (TVA).

The tournament, which is being held from May 13 to
21, serves as the Asian qualification tournament for the
2017 FIVB Volleyball Women's U23 World Championship
in Slovenia from September 10 to 17. Only top two
teams from the Asian meet will make the cut for the
World Championship.

Iran’s Olympic silver medal
winner Givehchi dies at 85

R
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He also competed at the 1956
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Iran advance to World Beach
Handball Championship

BT

ISR [ran defeated Vietnam
d e

Iran defeated Afghanistan (2-0), the
UAE (2-0), Thailand (2-0) and lost to

Nasser Givehchi,

S k who claimed a silver  Summer  Olympics, where  he sk in the sixth edition of
medal at the 1952 Helsinki Olympic  managed to obtain sixth place in the the Asian Beach Handball Championship
Games, died at the age of 86 at his 62 kg division. third-place match on Monday.

home in Tehran, Iran on Monday.

His death was attributed to old
age.

Givehchi was an Iranian wrestler,
who won the silver medal in the
Featherweight division of freestyle

Givehchi ranked fifth at the 1954
World Wrestling Championships in
Tokyo. In the 1958 Asian Games in
Tokyo, Givehchi managed to win the
bronze medal of the 62 kg division.

The Tehran Times staff offer

The Persian confirmed their spot at
the 2018 IHF World Beach Handball
Championship.

Team Melli beat Vietnam 2-1 (15-10,
16-20, 8-6) in Pattaya, Thailand.

Qatar also beat Oman 2-0 in the

Vietnam (2-1) and Oman (2-1) in the
competition.

The 2018 IHF World Beach Handball
Championship will be held in Sochi, Russia.

The  World  Beach  Handball
Championship is a biannual beach
handball competition for women and
men national teams.

wrestling in  the 1952 Summer heartfelt

Olympics in Helsinki.

bereaved family.

condolences  to  his
fourth time in a row.

final match and won the title for the It was first

organized by the
International Handball Federation in 2004.

Islamic Solidarity Games: Iranian
participants bag two bronze medals

Hadi Khanarinejad from Iran claimed a
d e sk pronze medal in the men’ ring of the
4th Islamic Solidarity Games in Baku on Monday.

The Iranian gymnast won the bronze medal by scor-
ing 13.85.

The gold medal went to the Turkish participant Ibra-
him Colak who scored 15.25.

Bence Talas from Azerbaijan seized the silver medal
with 14.85 points.

Also, Mohammad Ahmadi claimed a bronze medal
at the men’s 50-meter pistol shooting.

The Iranian shooter finished in third place with 200.9
points.

Yusuf Dikec claimed Turkey's 21st gold medal of the
Games, scoring 223.0 points.

Oman’s Ismail Al Abri won the silver medal with 220.8
points.

More than 3,000 athletes from 54 countries of the
Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation are competing in 21
sports at the Games.

The Baku 2017 Islamic Solidarity Games started May
8 and will last until May 22 in Azerbaijan’s capital.

Murray says health key to hopes of prolonging his career

World number one Andy Murray is confident he can
stay at the top of the men’s game and play on into his
thirties - as long as he can keep himself fit.

Murray, who turned 30 on Monday, has not won
a title since the Dubai Open in February and was
eliminated in the second round of the Madrid Open last
week, but is preparing to defend his title at this week'’s
Rome Masters.

"When I was starting out on the tour, that (30) is
around the time when a lot of (players) would have
stopped playing or started to struggle/ Murray was
quoted as saying by the Times.

“You never know how your body's going to be and
your health. If that's fine, there is no reason why you
can't compete at the top of the game into your early to
mid-thirties.

“Not everyone is going to be able to do that, you
don't know how good the generation coming up are
going to be, if they're better than the current generation.

If that's the case then I think it becomes more difficult,
but I'm hoping it isn't”

Murray was out with an elbow injury earlier this year
and is still playing his way back to full fitness ahead of
next week’s French Open.

The Scot, who faces Italian Fabio Fognini in the
second round in Rome, acknowledged that he could
take nothing for granted after beating Novak Djokovic
to win the title last year.

“I'think a lot can change in 12 months," Murray said.
"I mean, a lot can change in a week in tennis... So 1
don't think that just because you do well the previous
year means that you're going to have a good event
the next year”

“Fognini is one of the better clay-court players, for
sure. He obviously will be highly motivated playing in
Ttaly as well.

‘I have had some tough matches with him in the
past, so it won't be easy. I will definitely need to play well
in that one to have a chance of winning”

(Source: Reuters)
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Iranian athletes collect
two more gold medals
at Baku 2017

Saeid Mollaei and Sajjad Ganjzadeh
d e sk claimed two gold medals for Iran at the
Islamic Solidarity Games in Baku on Sunday.

Mollaei secured a stunning victory in the men’s 8lkg
contest, beating Turkey's Ilker Gulduren with an Ippon at the
Heydar Aliyev Arena.

-" T —

The Iranian adds the gold to his silver medals from the
2014 Asian Games and the 2016 Asian Championships.

Bronzes went to Kyrgyzstan's Vladimir Zoloev and Davlat
Bobonov of Uzbekistan.

Iranian karate fighter Ganjzadeh also gold medal in the
men’s kumite +84kg, defeating Turkey's Enes Erkan 5-3 in the
final match. Narjes Emamgholinejad in the 10-metre air rifle
and karate fighter Nasrin Dousti have already claimed two
gold medals for the Persian Gulf country.

Athletes from 54 Islamic countries around the world are
representing their nations over 10 days of competition across
20 different sports which include 23 disciplines (Athletics and
Para Athletics, Aquatics — Diving, Aquatics — Swimming, Aquatics
— Water Polo, Basketball 3x3, Football, Gymnastics — Artistic,
Gymnastics — Rhythmic, Wushu, Table Tennis, Handball, Judo and
Blind Judo, Wrestling — Greco, Wrestling — Freestyle, Shooting,
Tennis, Volleyball, Boxing, Zurkhaneh, Karate, Taekwondo and
Weightlifting) in 16 world-class sporting venues in Baku.

The 4th Islamic Solidarity Games started on May 12 and
will finish on May 22 in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan under
the motto “Solidarity is our strength”

Iran’s judoka Shanani wins
silver at Baku 2017

Mohammadali Shanani claimed a silver
S k medal at the Islamic Solidarity Games in
Baku Sunday night.

In the Blind Men'’s -90kg contest, the Iranian participant
lost to Shukhrat Boboev from Uzbekistan with an Ippon and
won the silver medal.

Azerbaijan’s Rovshan Safarov defeated his countryman
Tofig Mammadov with an Ippon in the bronze medal match.

The Baku 2017 Islamic Solidarity Games started May 8
and will last until May 22 in Azerbaijan’s capital on 16 sports
grounds in 21 kinds of sports — 17 Olympic ones and three
non-Olympic ones.

Persepolis midfielder
Rafiei on Heidenheim’s
radar: report

_ P_O R T SNEEINTl]IN
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iconic  midfielder  Soroush
Rafiei has been linked with a summer
move to Heidenheim.

According to Iranian me-
dia, Rafiei, who has yet to ex-
tend his contract with Perse-
polis, has caught the eye of
German football team.

Rafiei signed a six-month
contract with Persian Gulf Pro
League club Persepolis in Jan-
uary 2017. He was given the
number 7, which had previ-
ously been retired in honor of
club legend Ali Parvin.

Heidenheim achieved
their greatest success in
2013-14 when the team won
promotion to the 2. Bundesliga for the first time.

Javad Nekounam
shortlisted for Tractor Sazi
hot seat

Ex-Team Melli captain Javad Nekounam has been shortlisted
to take charge of Tractor Sazi of Tabriz football team.

The Tabriz-based football team parted company with
Amir Ghalenoei on Friday after he failed to meet the club’s
expectations.

Tractor Sazi finished in third place in Iran Professional
League (IPL).

Under leadership of Ghalenoei, Tractor Sazi also lost to Naft
Tehran 1-0 in the final match of the Iran's Hazfi Cup.

Nekounam has been Carlos Queirozs assistant for a short time.

He is Iran’s most capped player with 151 matches.

Nekounam started his playing career in Iran's Pas and has
played for Osasuna seven years.

He has also played for the UAE's clubs Al-Wahda, Al-
Sharjah, Iran’s Esteghlal and Saipa, Kuwaiti club Al-Kuwait,
and Qatar’s Al-Arabi.

(Source: Tasnim)
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Iran unveils strategic plan
for Persian learning

TEHRAN — Iran’s Sadi Foundation, a Tehran-

R based organization that promotes the Persian

language abroad, unveiled a strategic plan for Persian learning
during a ceremony on Monday.

The director of the foundation, Gholamali Haddad-Adel,
and his assistant, Seyyed Mohammadreza Darbandi, gave an
explanation about the plan, the foundation announced.

Haddad-Adel said that he believes the political and economic
growth of a country is indebted to teaching the language of that
country around the globe.

"Teaching the language of a country will lead to the cultural
and economic development of that country, he said.

“Today, there has been a meaningful relationship between
the national power and the existence of one language across the
borders, and this is true about Iran, tod” he said.

“Today, the Persian language is being taught around the world
in 400 universities with about 10,000 students. While a number of
Persian language classes are being held over weekends in schools
in Australia, Canada, the United States and several European
countries,” he remarked.

He added that the foundation has 22 teaching packages to
complete all of which will be useful for the non-native Persian
language learners.

Darbandi next gave an explanation about the plan and said,
"Based on this plan we have divided the world into 10 parts
considering the facilities and needs for learning the Persian
language.

"Moreover, we have established 10 professional councils, each
with 12 individuals including the ambassadors, cultural attaches
and Persian language scholars and experts, who will cooperate to
compile the programs for the next five years,” he explained.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Paintings by Iranian
artist on display at
Moscow center

B i
) 2017

Mo

N
TEHRAN — An exhibition of paintings
d e sk pylranian artist Mehdi Asadi is currently
on display at the Gaidarovets Cultural Center in Moscow.

Entitled “Ten Iranian Women in Ten Frames”, the exhibit
aims to showcase Iranian women in different situations.

The Moscow-based Iranian musician Hamidreza Dadu is
the curator of the exhibit, which will run until May 23.

0

Jackie Kennedy watch,
painting could fetch
$120,000 at NY auction

NEW YORK (Reuters) — Jackie Kennedy's Cartier wristwatch
and a painting she made in 1963 as a gift to the giver are going
up for auction in New York next month and could fetch up to
$120,000, Christie’s said on Thursday.

The Cartier tank watch, engraved on the back, was given to
the then-U.S. first lady by her brother-in-law Prince Stanislaw
"Stas” Radziwill, and she was
photographed many times
wearing it, Christie’s said in a
statement.

The watch will be sold on

i June 21, along with a simple

o i % ek picture painted by Kennedy
L[ EEEp R to mark a 50-mile hike in
£105 At 3235 Palm Beach in 1963 that

Radziwill and other friends of
the Kennedys undertook to
promote fitness.

Christie’s  described  the
watch, and the accompanying
painting which was previously
unknown to the public, as “two
Jackie Kennedy’s engraved Cartier Tank of the most important historic
wristwatch, which will go on auction at  artifacts to surface in recent
Christie’ in New York City on June 21, 2017, years from the golden era of
is seen in this undated handqut image. the Kennedy Presidency!
(Christie’s Images/Handout via Reuters) “Together  with  Jackie's

painting, these two objects capture the spirit of another era,
a time where friendship and the ‘can-do optimism of the
generation seemed to make anything possible,’ said John
Reardon, international head of Christie’s watch division.

Christie’s said the current owner of the watch wished to
remain anonymous but would donate a portion of the auction
proceeds to the National Endowment for the Arts.

Most of Jacqueline Kennedy's personal belongings were
auctioned in 1996, following her death of cancer in 1994 at age
64. The 1996 auction at Sotheby’s in New York raised some $34
million, more than seven times pre-sale expectations.

Prayer Timesy Noon:13:01

Albanian artists
Genti Tavanxhiu
finishes first

at Tehran
sculpture
symposium

TEHRAN — Artist Genti Tavanxhiu
d from Albania has won the first
prize at the 8th Tehran International Sculpture
Symposium for his 280cm-high limestone sculpture

@ S

“Fragile”.

He made the sculpture in the courtyard of Milad
Tower in Tehran during the symposium, which
ran from April 21 to May 14, the organizers have

announced.

The second prize went to Mostafa Mohseni from
Iran, while Francesca Bernardini from Italy and
Tatsumi Sakai from Japan shared the third prize.

Two artists, Ana Maria Negara from Romania
and Umit Turgay Durgun from Turkey, were also

honored at the ceremony.

12 foreign and 5 Iranian sculptors competed in
the contest, while 10 students took partin the non-

competitive student section.

Shima Sadat Musavi, Fatemeh Akbari and Melika
in the students’

Nik-Khah were also honored
category.

Organized annually by the Tehran Municipality’s

Evening: 20:23

Dawn: 4:19 tomorrow)

Beautification Organization, the symposium seeks
to help beautify the urban environment of the city

“0O Iran” added to national

heritage list
[N TEHRAN — 'O

d e s Iran’, a song that
was the national anthem in the
early vyears after the victory of
the 1979 Islamic revolution, has
been registered on the National
Intangible Cultural Heritage list.

Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization director
Zahra Ahmadipur announced the
news in a visit to ISNA on Monday.

Lyrics for the epic song were
composed by Hossein Golegolab in
1944 and Ruhollah Khalegi put it to
music.

Shortly afterwards, the
legendary vocalist Gholam-Hossein
Banan performed it accompanied

“King Arthur” fl

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The first major
box office flop of the summer movie
season has arrived.

Studio estimates on Sunday say
director Guy Ritchie's "King Arthur:
Legend of the Sword” opened to a
bleak $14.7 million from more than
3,700 locations against a costly $175
million production budget.

The gritty reimaging of the Excalibur
myth starring Charlie Hunnam as
Arthur debuted in third place behind
box office leader “Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol. 2" and "Snatched” at No.
2

Warner Bros. was unsurprisingly
disappointed at the poor showing for
"King Arthur” but hopeful for the rest
of its summer slate, including "Wonder
Woman" and Christopher Nolan's
"Dunkirk.”

“Snatched” surprised analysts by
beating “King Arthur” on the charts.
The raunchy, R-rated Amy Schumer
and Goldie Hawn comedy from 20th
Century Fox opened with $17.5
million.

Marvel and Disney’s “Guardians
of the Galaxy Vol. 2" collected $63
million and has earned $246.2 million
domestically in just two weeks.

It was down just 57 percent from
last weekend and is proving to be

sl

by a military band.
The performance was warmly

received by officials and some
military figures of that time. As a
result, the then culture minister
called on the ensemble to record
the song for Iran’s national radio.

T

Sunrise: 5:58 (tomorrow)

ops, “Guardians 2” still rul
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This combination photo shows Albanian artist Genti Tavanxhiu afther receiving a prize during the 8th Tehran International Sculpture
Symposium in Tehran on May 14, 2017 and his winning limestone work “Fragile”.

and familiarize the citizens with the process of
making new designs.

ART&CULTURE

“The Descendants” honored
at Longleaf Film Festival

WS  TEHRAN  —
d e s Iranian director
Yaser Talebi's short film "The

Descendants” has won the Yonder
Award at the Longleaf Film Festival
in Raleigh in the U.S. state of North
Carolina.

The award is presented to a film
made outside of North Carolina.

"The Descendants” is about
Jacob, an Iranian Jewish man who
leaves Iran for Sweden to find his
son, Farrokh, who was in the country
to continue his studies but has not
been in touch with his family for a
long time.

"The
director

Harrow” by the U.S.
Kevin Stocklin received

Actor Charlie Hunnam poses at the premiere of "King Arthur: Legend of the Sword” at the TCL Chinese
Theatre IMAX, in Hollywood, California, U.S.,, May 8, 2017. (Reuters/Danny Moloshok)

the only film in theaters capable of
drawing mass audiences.

Rounding out the top five were
holdovers "The Fate of the Furious,
with $5.3 million, and “The Boss Baby”
with $4.6 million.

“The newcomers definitely had
a tough time ... For most general
audiences, 'Guardians’ remains the

go-to movie,” said Paul Dergarabedian,
senior media analyst for comScore. "It
has incredible staying power”

Neither ~ “King  Arthur”  nor
"Snatched” were well-received by
critics, and audiences weren't all that
enchanted either, giving “King Arthur”
a B+ CinemaScore and "Snatched” a
B.

A scene from “The Descendants”

the Narrative Feature Best Drama
Award while "Nobody Dies Here" by
French documentarian Simon Panay
won the Judges’ Choice Award at
the festival, which was held on May
12 and 13.

es at box office

“Snatched” also lagged behind
Schumer’s “Trainwreck,” which opened
to $30.6 million in July 2015.

Dergarabedian, however, noted
that the success of “Trainwreck” was
more of an anomaly than a precedent
and echoed the studio in categorizing
“Snatched” as a solid start for the film
that cost $42 million to make.

There was a clear gender divide,
too, between the two major new
releases this weekend. “Snatched”
audiences were heavily female - an
estimated 77 percent according to Fox
- while 59 percent of the audience for
“King Arthur” was male.

Results were mixed for the
newcomers with more limited releases.

The sniper drama “The Wall"
starring WWE fighter John Cena as
an American soldier, took in a tepid
$891,590 from 541 locations. Better
off was BH Tilt's East Los Angeles car
culture drama “Lowriders,” with Eva
Longoria and Demian Bichir, which
opened in only 295 theaters and
still managed to take eighth place
on the charts with $2.4 million. The
studio said audiences were primarily
Hispanic.

Next weekend Ridley Scott's “Alien:
Covenant” will aim to scare "Guardians
of the Galaxy Vol. 2" out of first place.

U2 scans new political landscape at U.S. Joshua Tree’ tour debut

SEATTLE (Reuters) — With
evocative montages of the American
west scrolling on screens behind
them, Irish rockers U2 kicked off the
U.S. leg of their "Joshua Tree” tour
on Sunday with a few jabs at the new
political landscape.

The tour was billed as a look back
at the band's 1987 breakthrough

album “The Joshua Tree” with
its globe-spanning hits “With Or
Without You” and ‘I Still Haven't

Found What I'm Looking For”

U2 started with one of their
even earlier songs, “Sunday Bloody
Sunday” and its opening lines "I
can't believe the news today”, before
roaring through "New Year’s Day’,
"Pride”, and the whole Joshua Tree

LP played in the order of its tracklist.

Bono largely steered clear of
the overt references to President
Donald Trump that had peppered
his performances during the election
campaign. But more guarded
references to modern-day events
kept breaking through.

"Some of you think that the
dream is dead. Maybe that dream
is just telling you to wake up,” Bono
said during "Pride”, as the words of
Martin Luther King were projected
behind him.

The screen switched to images of
models in front of a faded American
flag and vast desert landscapes.

Other  scenes  showed the
destruction in Syria and a girl there

appealing for help.

Speaking about the band’s
charitable organization One, which
fights poverty, Bono urged the crowd
to "organize” for change.

“Nothing scares... politicians like
people getting organized. That's
how it should be, the government
scared of the people, not the other
way around,” he said.

The lead singer gave a shout
out to Bill and Melinda Gates, who
were both in the sold-out audience
at Seattle’s Centurylink Field venue,
hailing them as “luminary figures”
for their charitable work.

Pearl Jam  frontman  Eddie
Vedder, joined the band on stage
for "Mothers of the Disappeared”,

the last track on The Joshua Tree's
flipside.

The band saved more recent
hits for the encore, belting out “It's
a Beautiful Day” and "Elevation” as
Bono called on women to “unite to
rewrite history as her-story”.

Bono also acknowledged U.S.
Mother’s Day on Sunday, dedicating
the song “Ultraviolet” to “women who
stood up or sat down for their rights,
who insisted, resisted, persisted for
their rights.”

U2 will play 33 shows to 1.7 million
people during the "oshua Tree”
tour. The tour is also the top-selling
concert in the U.S. this summer,
according to ticket seller StubHub,
with most shows already sold out.
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