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OPEC meeting: 
another winning 
chance for Iran
As one of the key players in the world’s 
political and economic turnovers, oil 
market has been witnessing lots of ups 
and downs in recent years. 

In late-2015, oil prices fell to more 
than half from highs of above $100 
a barrel in 2014 as rising production 
from U.S. shale oil combined with oth-
er global oversupplies and OPEC out-
put pushed the prices down drastically.

Low oil prices could impose big 
problems to the global economy. 
Markets around the world rely heavily 
on emerging economies - like Saudi 
Arabia and Russia - which are mostly 
rich in oil and plunging oil prices could 
result in shrinkage or slow economic 
growth in such countries.

To rebalance the market and to help 
the prices surge again, the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) decided to cut the oil production 
for the first time in eight years.

After holding several meetings and 
going through hours of discussion and 
negotiation, the cartel joined by a group 
of non-OPEC nations - including Russia, 
Mexico, Kazakhstan and Oman - agreed 
to cut production by about 1.2 million 
barrels per day, or about 4.5 percent of 
its production, to 32.5 million barrels per 
day in November 2016.

Iran, Russia and Saudi Arabia played 
crucial roles in reaching the agreement. 
Iran was seen to be one of the most 
significant players. Reuters published a 
report at the time saying that a phone 
call between Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin and Iranian President Hassan Rou-
hani, just before the OPEC meeting, had 
an important part in helping to reach 
the deal on cutting oil output.

Some even believed that Iran was the 
sole winner of OPEC deal. “Iran is now able 
to sell as much oil as it wants and to any 
country it deems appropriate,”…”Iran was 
not only exempt from OPEC’s cuts but 
was also allowed to ramp up production 
to 3.797 million barrels per day,” Oilprice 
reported in December 2016.   4

Iran slams 
new U.S. sanctions

TEHRAN – Iran’s defense minister 
has said the country spares no ef-

fort to meet its national security needs, and does 
not allow any party to intervene in the imperative.

Brigadier General Hossein Dehqan was reacting 
on Friday to a move by the United States Depart-
ment of Treasury to impose sanctions on two Iranian 
defense officials, an Iranian company, and members 
of a China-based network for supporting Iran’s bal-
listic missile program.

He made the comments while casting his ballot in 
the country’s twin elections, which kicked off earlier 
in the morning.

Dehqan said this was not the first time that Wash-
ington displays its enmity towards Iran’s Islamic Rev-
olution, and Islamic establishment and capabilities.

The move marked the second one of its kind un-
der U.S. President Donald Trump, who was inaugu-
rated in January.

“They know that what signifies to us is the issue of 
providing [our country with] national security. To en-
sure national security, we seek recourse to whatever 
capability that is needed and are not wary of anyone 
in doing this,” Dehqan asserted.

He said Iran’s work in its missile sector is clear and 
has already been announced, adding, “We do what 
we consider to be in our best interest.”

The U.S. claims Iran’s missile work is in breach 
of United Nations Security Council Resolution 2231, 
which endorsed Tehran’s nuclear deal with the P5+1 
states in 2015.

Tehran has repeatedly said its missiles are not de-
signed to carry nuclear warheads.

“We are steadfast in our will, and no one can in-
tervene in it (our defensive work),” the Iranian de-
fense chief stated.

Tehran responded to the new sanctions on 
Thursday by slapping bans on nine American in-
dividuals and firms over their blatant human rights 
violations.  2 

2-month 
electricity 
exports tripled

TEHRAN — Iran’s 
exports of electrici-

ty to its neighboring countries tripled 
in the first two months of the current 
Iranian calendar year, which began on 
March 21, compared to the same peri-
od last year, Fars news agency report-
ed on Friday quoting an energy official.

According to Hooshang Falahatian, 
the deputy energy minister, it is not ex-
pected for the figure to stay at a 150 
percent high all year, “it depends on 
the importing countries and maintain-
ing the deals as well,” he said.

“However, it is estimated that elec-
tricity exports will experience a 50 per-
cent rise by the end of the current [Ira-
nian calendar] year,” Falahatian added.

The official further noted that Iraq 
has settled the second installment of 
its dues to Iran. Last January, Iran halt-
ed electricity supplies to Iraq because 
of the outstanding arrears, which have 
piled up to more than $1 billion. 

With the second payment done, now 
the dues are reduced to $800 million.

Falahatian said that Iraq has been 
Iran’s top electricity importer so far 
and it is expected for exports to this 
country to further increase to 1350 
megawatts.

Iran exchanges energy with its 
neighbors namely Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Turkey, Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
Turkmenistan, Iraq, as well as the Na-
khchivan Autonomous Republic and it 
is expected to export 10 billion kilowatt 
hours (kwh) of electricity to the coun-
tries by the yearend.
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Turkey-Iran business 
meeting held 
in Ankara

Gheychisaz becomes the first 
Iranian to climb the world’s 
14 highest summits

Presidential election 
in photos

Painter Iran Darrudi 
gets first Eternal Tile
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TEHRAN – Professor Farhang Jahanpour, a 
former senior research fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity, says President Donald Trump’s visit to 
Saudi Arabia is not a sign that the kingdom is 
important in “global politics.” 

“The importance of that trip lies in the 
fact that Saudi Arabia has started a policy of 
getting closer to America, mainly aimed at 
forming an alliance against Iran whom she 
accuses of interfering in Arab countries,” Ja-
hanpour tells the Tehran Times in an exclusive 
interview.

Following is the text of the interview:
 President Donald Trump has started 

his first foreign trip by visiting Saudi Arabia 
first. What is the significance of this trip?

A: President Trump’s visit to Saudi Arabia 
is not the sign of that country’s importance 
in global politics or in U.S.’s foreign policy cal-
culations. The importance of that trip lies in 
the fact that Saudi Arabia has started a policy 

of getting closer to America, mainly aimed at 
forming an alliance against Iran whom she 
accuses of interfering in Arab countries. 

Ever since the emergence of the Arab up-
risings in various countries against oppressive 
and autocratic governments, the Saudi rulers 
have become very nervous about their own 
survival. So they have tried to define those up-
risings in Tunisia, Egypt, Bahrain, Yemen, Syria 
and elsewhere as sectarian conflicts, which they 
have blamed on Iran. The fact is that in most of 
those countries the oppressed masses rose up 
against their despotic leaders to demand great-
er representation, and their religious affiliation 
played a very small role in those uprisings.

 Why is the United States accepting 
that version of events?

A: I do not believe that American politi-
cians accept that interpretation, but at the 
moment Saudi hostility towards Iran suits 
their purpose. Ever since the start of the Ira-
nian revolution, most American governments 

have been very hostile towards Iran, but this 
hostility has reached a new fever pitch un-
der President Trump and many of his senior 
officials, as well as some Republican Con-
gressmen who had been trying to impede 
the nuclear agreement between Iran and the 
Obama Administration. They now have found 
a common cause with Saudi Arabia and Isra-
el to push their anti-Iranian agenda. This is 
a very dangerous game that Saudi Arabia is 
playing because if there were further conflict 
in the region she would suffer most from it.

 So what is the real reason behind 
President Trump’s decision to visit Saudi 
Arabia before any other country?

A: It is due to the role that Saudi Arabia 
plays as a major source of oil, as well as being 
a U.S. client state, buying the largest amount 
of weapons from the United States. During 
the past eight years, Saudi Arabia and other 
GCC countries have spent a record $350 bil-
lion on U.S. weaponry.   1 3

Russia and Syria have condemned the Unit-
ed States airstrikes targeting anti-Islam-
ic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) 
terrorist group forces, saying the “brazen” 
attacks violate the country’s sovereignty and 
show Washington’s claims of fighting terror-
ism are false.  

The U.S. military launched the attack 
against a convoy of the Syrian military head-
ing towards the border near Jordan where 
ISIL terrorists are based.  

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Gennady 

Gatilov on Friday described the attacks as 
“unacceptable,” which also claimed the lives 
of civilians.

Speaking in Geneva, Gatilov said the 
strikes violated Syria’s sovereignty and would 
not help efforts to achieve a political solution 
to the ongoing crisis in the country.

A Syrian government’s military source 
said the U.S. strike hit “one of our military 
points” late on Thursday, killing several peo-
ple and causing material damage.

The source said the attack hampered ef-

forts by the Syrian army and its allies to fight 
ISIL terrorists who have been wreaking havoc 
in Iraq and Syria for years. 

“This brazen attack by the so-called inter-
national coalition exposes the falseness of its 
claims about fighting terrorism,” the source 
said. 

“The Syrian Arab Army is fighting terror-
ism on its territory, and no party has the right 
to determine the course of its operations,” the 
Syrian military source added. 

(Source: Press TV) 

Saudi Arabia has started policy of getting closer to America: professor

Russia, Syria blast U.S. strikes targeting anti-ISIL forces
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Iranian divers 
win gold at 

Synchronized 
3m Springboard 

Iran’s representatives Shahnam Naz-
arpour and Mojtaba Valiporu (334.08 
points) won a gold medal of the men’s 
synchronized 3m springboard diving at 
the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games in Baku.

Indonesia’s Tri Priambodo and Al-
diansyah Rafi (330.30 points) won a sil-
ver medal. The bronze medal went to 
Azerbaijan’s Artem Danilov and Dmi-
triy Sorokin with 297.90 points. 

The Baku 2017 Islamic Solidarity 
Games started May 8 and will last until 
May 22 in Azerbaijan’s capital.
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Huge turnout in 
presidential polls

The Persian Gulf’s coastline accommodates eight 
countries, Iran and seven Arab states. Here is a look 
at the differences between the electoral systems in the 
Islamic Republic and other countries that share the 
littoral stretch with it. 

 Iran
In the Islamic Republic, the Leader, which is the 

highest authority in the country, is appointed by the 
Assembly of Experts, an 88-member body, which also 
oversees the Leader’s work. 

The Assembly, itself, has its members elected by 
the people.

The country also holds regular Legislative, 
Parliamentary, and City and Village Council elections to 
respectively elect the country’s chief executive, members 
of the parliament, and members of the councils tasked 
with running urban and rural affairs.

 Saudi Arabia
The kingdom is an absolute monarchy, where the 

monarch enjoys unlimited authority, except for that 
he must submit to the Saudi version of “religious law.” 
Though not always, absolute monarchy is hereditary as 
is the case in the kingdom.

The king is also the head of government, where 
members of the ruling Al Saudi family prevail.

The members of the Saudi Consultative Assembly or 
Parliament are appointed by royal decree.

The only popular election in the country is that of 
municipal elections, which had been excluding women 
until 2015.

 Oman
Oman is likewise an absolute hereditary monarchy, 

where the Sultan heads both the state and the 
government. The Sultan chooses the country’s cabinet.

The Sultan also appoints members of the Consultative 
Assembly or the Parliament by choosing from among the 
names sent by local caucuses in the country’s dozens-
strong districts.

 Bahrain
The island is a constitutional monarchy, where the 

king’s authority is bound by the constitution.
The country held elections in 1970s to elect a 

Constituent Assembly that drafted the constitution.
The constitution has enshrined the hereditary 

leadership of the Al Khalifa family and called for the 
establishment of the National Assembly or Parliament. 
Only half of the legislature’s members are elected by 
popular vote, the rest being handpicked by the monarch.

The country has dissolved its biggest political 
opposition party of al-Wefaq, and been cracking down 
on its supporters in what is seen as a major deterrent 
against popular political participation.

 Iraq
Iraq has the members of its parliament elected by its 

people. The parliament, in turn, elects the president and 
the prime minister, who heads the country’s cabinet.

 Kuwait
The position of Kuwait’s emir has been passing on, 

in the Al Sabah family. The emir appoints the prime 
minister, who, in turn, appoints ministers.

The country, however, elects its own parliament 
members, who are empowered to even overrule the 
emir ’s decrees or remove ministers.

 The United Arab Emirates
The Emirate’s political constellation is formed by an 

absolute monarchical rule, where Abu Dhabi’s ruler is the 
president and head of state, and Dubai’s ruler the prime 
minister.

People hold a say when it comes to electing half of 
the members of the Federal National Council or the 
Emirati federal authority.

 Qatar
The Qatari political system is seen as probably the 

closest to that of Saudi Arabia. Qatar is an absolute 
monarchy only responsive to “religious law.”

It was supposed to hold legislative elections in 2013, 
but has postponed it until at least 2019.

(Source: Press TV) 

A look at elections in Iran versus other Persian Gulf states

1     China also submitted an 
official protest to the United States, 
saying it was “always opposed to 
unilateral sanctions, to the frequent 

implementation of unilateral sanctions, 
especially when it hurts interests of 
third parties.”

Dehqan also urged the Iranian nation 

to “create another epic” by their full-
blown participation in the elections.

He reminded that the world was 
keeping a close eye to see how the 

public would turn out to support Iran’s 
Islamic Revolution, saying it is the 
people who will be the eventual winners 
of the elections.

Iran slams new U.S. sanctions
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Security forces bust 
several terrorist cells 
prior to elections: 
minister

TEHRAN — The Iranian intelligence 
minister announced on Friday that se-

curity forces have managed to smash a number of ter-
rorist cells that intended to disrupt the process of elec-
tions on Friday, ISNA reported.

Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of his visit to 
the Interior Ministry’s elections headquarters in Tehran, 
Mahmoud Alawi highlighted the vigilance and suprem-
acy of the country’s intelligence forces over terrorist 
groups and said the forces have a close watch on every 
suspicious activity across the country.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Competitions 
should give place to 
friendship: cleric

TEHRAN — The Friday prayers 
leader of Tehran has said that after 

the election, competitions should give their place to 
friendship.

“Debates are finished and now is the time for 
friendship,” Ayatollah Mohammad Ali Movahedi Kermani 
said, Tasnim reported.

He also said long lines of voters are a clear image of 
democracy and security which “has dazzled the world.” 

“The message of this presence is that people are 
faithful to their Islamic establishment and trust the 
officials,” he added.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

No election-related 
security problems 
reported: police chief

TEHRAN — Iran’s police chief said on 
Friday afternoon that no cases of in-

security or indiscipline has been reported in polling sta-
tions across the country.

“Fortunately, no account of insecurity or indiscipline 
has been reported to the law enforcement forces up to 
now,” Brigadier General Hossein Ashtari told reporters in 
Tehran on Friday, Nasim reported.

He said more than 300,000 armed forces have been 
deployed in polling stations across the country to ensure 
the security of the voting process.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Tehran schools 
closed on Saturday 

TEHRAN — All the schools in Tehran 
which were used as polling stations will 

be closed on Saturday as the counting of ballots had to 
start in the schools after the voting ended.

Alireza Kamarei, director of the Tehran education de-
partment, on Friday cited high involvement of the de-
partment’s staff in the process of elections and counting 
the ballots as the reason.

Also, in separate announcements, education depart-
ments of other cities in Tehran province announced they 
were calling off Saturday’s classes.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Nateq Nouri 
submitted 
resignation ahead 
of presidential polls 

TEHRAN — Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri, 
chief of the Inspection Bureau at the 

Office of the Supreme Leader, resigned his post ahead of 
the presidential election on Friday.

Nateq Nouri has submitted his resignation, but it has 
not been accepted yet, IRNA quoted an informed source 
as saying on Thursday.

The source also rejected as lies reports by some news 
outlets that Nateq Nouri has been fired for his sup-
port for presidential candidate Hassan Rouhani.

According to Press TV, Nateq Nouri had decided to 
quit the post a while ago as he felt responsible to defend 
the incumbent president and his administration, on the 
one hand, and the need to keep the Leader’s position 
clear of political blocs, on the other.

TEHRAN — Iranians headed to the polls 
on Friday in great numbers to elect their 
president, a competition fought by four 
hopefuls, including incumbent Hassan 
Rouhani.

The Interior Ministry said the voter 
turnout was expected to hover over 70 
percent.

The polls opened at 8:00 am. local time 
and were to close at 6:00 pm. However 
the voting was extended two times as 
some polling stations were jam-packed 
after the deadline. Until our closing time, 
the deadline was extended until 10:00 pm.

More than 54 million people were 
eligible to participate in the election. Exit 
polls are expected on Saturday.

As anticipated, the main competition 
was between Rouhani and Ebrahim Raisi, 
the current chief of the holy shrine of 
Imam Reza (AS) and a former national 
prosecutor general.

The election will go to a runoff if no 
candidate wins more than 50% of votes cast.

Supreme Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution 

More than 63,500 polling stations were 
used in the election, according to Interior 
Ministry. 

At first, the competition was between 
six candidates. However, two of them, 
namely Mohammed Baqer Qalibaf and 
Es’haq Jahangiri, stepped out of the race 
on Monday and Tuesday respectively.

Qalibaf, the mayor of Tehran, withdrew 
candidacy in favor of Raisi and Jahangiri 
pulled out in favor of Rouhani, his boss.

The two other candidates who chose 
not to step out were former vice president 
Mostafa Hashemitaba and former Culture 
Minister Mostafa Mirsalim.

In addition to the presidential vote, 
Iranians simultaneously cast vote for city 
and village elections across the country. In 
Tehran, the competition was between pro-
reform candidates campaigning under the 
slogan of “Hope”, who see themselves in 
alliance with Rouhani, and the principlists 
who hold the majority in the sitting council.

Mohsen Hashemi, the son of the late 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani who was the 
director of Tehran metro, was the main 
figure of the Hope list. The principlist list 
was led by Mehdi Chamran, the current 
chairman of the Tehran City Council.

Any group who wins most seats in 
council can decide who will be the mayor 
of Tehran.

The council seats in Tehran has been 
reduced from 31 to 21.

 Leader calls elections ‘blessing’
Leader of the Islamic Revolution called 

elections a “blessing” and advised people 
to participate in the elections.

“We thank God for the blessing of 
the democratic elections… This is a great 
blessing. Thank God our people are also 
grateful for this blessing, as you can see 

they are participating (in the elections),” 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei noted after 
casting his vote.

He added, “I believe that the presidential 
election is extremely important. The fate of 
the country is in the hands of the people 
who choose the head of the executive 
branch. They should be aware of the 
significance of this.”

The Leader also described the council 
elections as important.

“The Islamic city council elections are 
also of importance, because those who 
are elected will be in charge of offering 
civil and village services,” the Leader said, 
according to Khamenei.ir. 

  ‘Iranians are victor of elections’
Ali Akbar Velayati, the senior foreign 

policy advisor to the Leader, said the 
Iranian people are the “victor” of the 
elections.

After casting his ballot, he called election 
a factor in protecting “unity” and “power”. 

“Undoubtedly, the religious democracy 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as an 
independent country, has helped advance 
all objectives of the country and the 
people’s participation foils enemies’ plots,” 
noted Velayati, a former foreign minister.

Judiciary chief Ayatollah Sadeq 
Amoli Larijani also said the people will 
be the “victor regardless of the results 

of elections”.
He added that massive turnout in the 

elections will foil enemies’ plots and boost 
“national security”.

 ‘Golden page in religious 
democracy’ 

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif said mass participation in the 
elections is “another golden page in 
(Iranian) religious democracy”.

He added that high turnout in the 
elections sends the message to the world 
that the Iranian people should be treated 
“respectfully”.

 ‘High turnout guarantees national 
security’

 Incumbent Hassan Rouhani, who is 
seeking re-election, said high turnout 
guarantees the country’s “power” and 
“national security”.

People’s participation will pave the way 
for “progress”, he added after voting.

Rouhani said that the people’s vote 
determines both their fate and the 
country’s future.

Presidential contender Ebrahim Raisi 
expressed satisfaction over the way the 
election was handled, saying it is “assuring”.

Participation in elections “is an honor” 
and through their votes the people shape 
the course of developments, noted Raisi, 
the main challenger to Rouhani.

 Ahmad Jannati, chairman of the 
Assembly of Experts and the oversight 
Guardian Council, also praised the process 
of the elections.

After casting his vote, Jannati said the 
people have always responded positively 
to the Leader’s call for participation in the 
elections.

Presidential Chief of Staff Mohammad 
Nahavandian, praising people’s 
participation in the election, also said Iran’s 
security is “exemplary” and “we should 
help improve regional security through 
active diplomacy”.

Majlis Speaker Ali Larijnai said large 
turnout will help strengthen “regional 
security”.

 ‘Great epic’
Jahangiri described the massive 

participation in the election as a “great 
epic”.

Defense Minister Hossein Dehqan 
said “religious democracy” in Iran is an 
“undeniable fact”.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram 
Qassemi said participation in the election 
bears the message that security can be 
achieved by “reliance on the people”.

Mohsen Rezaee, the secretary of the 
Expediency Council, said the people are 
the “main decision makers” in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
who cast his vote immediately after the polls opened, said, 

“Everyone should vote in this important election.” 

ELECTION COUNTDOWN

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Raisi, Rouhani 
representatives 
visit election 
headquarters

TEHRAN — Representatives of pres-
idential candidates Hassan Rouhani 

and Ebrahim Raisi on Friday visited election headquar-
ters in the premises of the Guardian Council.

Mohammad Reza Sadq represented Rouhani while 
Hossein Tala did so for Raisi, Fars reported.

In the meantime, Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahma-
ni Fazli said there have been no reports of any security 
concerns about the elections.

He also said after polling is finished, ballot boxes will 
be opened and counting will start. Presidential votes will 
be counted first, he said.



The World Health Organization (WHO) 
says 242 people have been killed due to 
an outbreak of cholera that has engulfed 
war-torn Yemen, with about 23,500 other 
confirmed cases of the disease reported 
across the country in the past three weeks 
alone.

The United Nations health agency said 
on Friday that a total of new 3,460 sus-
pected cases of cholera and 20 deaths had 
been reported in the country in the past 
day alone.

“The speed of the resurgence of this 
cholera epidemic is unprecedented,” said 
Nevio Zagaria, the WHO country repre-
sentative for Yemen.

He said the number of suspected chol-
era cases could be far larger than those 
registered as humanitarian workers cannot 
access some parts of the country.

Zagaria warned that the number of 
those infected could hit a quarter of a mil-
lion people by the end of the year.

Cholera, which causes severe diarrhea 
and dehydration, is transmitted through 
contaminated drinking water and could 
prove fatal in up to 15 percent of untreat-
ed cases.

“The population is using water sources 
that are contaminated,” Zagaria said, re-
ferring to the lack of electricity, which sub-
sequently led to the malfunction of water 
pumping stations as well as a damage to 
sewer systems.

Zagaria added that many of the re-
maining health workers in the country had 
not been paid for seven months.

On May 14, Yemen’s Health Ministry 
declared a state of emergency in the capi-
tal Sana’a in connection with the epidemic.

International organizations, including 
the United Nations and the Red Cross, 
say the House of Saud regime-led war on 
Yemen and an embargo against the coun-
try may be responsible for the cholera ep-
idemic. The Saudi regime’s aggression has 
taken a heavy toll on the poor country’s fa-
cilities and infrastructure, destroying many 
hospitals, schools, and factories.

Zagaria said the United Nations agen-
cies were preparing to “release an emer-
gency response cholera plan in the next 48 

hours,” aimed to dramatically increase the 
number of treatment centers and rehydra-
tion centers.

He also called for providing Yemeni au-
thorities with needed financial resources to 
make the necessary infrastructure repairs 
in order to halt the spread of the disease.

“The spread of the disease is too big 
and they need substantial support, in 
terms of repairing the sewer system ... 
treating and chlorinating the water sourc-
es,” said the WHO representative.

Since March 2015, the Saudi regime 
has been engaged in a brutal campaign 
against Yemen in an attempt to reinstall 
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, the president 
who resigned and is a staunch ally of Ri-
yadh. The campaign also aims to crush the 
Ansarullah (Houthi) movement. The Saudi 
regime has failed to achieve its objectives.

Latest tallies show that the war on Yem-
en has so far killed over 12,000 Yemenis 
and wounded thousands more.

(Source: Press TV)

The United States Navy is moving the 
USS Ronald Reagan aircraft carrier to 
the Korean Peninsula where it will con-
duct dual-carrier training exercises with 
the USS Carl Vinson amid heightened 
tensions in the region, two defense of-
ficials told CNN.

The move comes just days after 
North Korea demonstrated a signifi-
cant leap forward in their missile pro-
gram after launching a projectile that 
achieved “successful” controlled reen-
try into the Earth’s lower atmosphere 
rather than falling back to the surface, 
according to a preliminary U.S. intel-
ligence analysis, two U.S. officials tell 
CNN.

The USS Ronald Reagan depart-
ed for the Korean Peninsula on Tues-
day after completing a maintenance 
period and sea trials in its homeport 
of Yokosuka, Japan, according to the 
Navy.

“Coming out of a long in-port main-
tenance period we have to ensure that 
Ronald Reagan and the remainder of 
the strike group are integrated prop-
erly as we move forward,” Rear Adm. 
Charles Williams said in a press release.

Once it arrives in the region, the car-
rier will conduct a variety of training ex-
ercises but primarily focus on certifying 
its ability to safely launch and recover 
aircraft, the Navy said. Defense officials 
would not comment on how long the 

two carriers would be there, but ulti-
mately the Reagan is expected to re-
place the Vinson in the region once its 
deployment ends.

The 1,092-foot Reagan, a Nimi-
tz-class carrier, has a crew of 4,539 and 
is equipped with roughly 60 aircraft, 
according to the Navy. It was commis-
sioned in 2003 and cost about $8.5 bil-
lion.

The USS Carl Vinson, also a Nim-
itz-class carrier, arrived at the Korean 
Peninsula late last month as a show of 
force in advance of a long-anticipated 
sixth nuclear test from the North Korean 
government.

 While North Korea has yet to car-
ry out that nuclear test, it did launch a 
Hwasong-12 missile that achieved an 
altitude of more than 2,100 kilometers 
(1,300 miles) on Sunday, according to 
the North Koreans, the highest launch 
to date in their missile test program.

Pyongyang said the test was “aimed 
at verifying the tactical and technolog-
ical specifications of the newly devel-
oped ballistic rocket capable of carrying 
a large-size heavy nuclear warhead,” ac-
cording to the state-run Korean Central 
News Agency.

After the test, North Korea warned 
the United States not to provoke it, say-
ing the “U.S. mainland and Pacific oper-
ations” are within range of North Korean 
missiles.                           (Source: CNN)

Swedish prosecutors on Friday dropped a rape investiga-
tion into Julian Assange, the founder of anti-secrecy website 
WikiLeaks, bringing to an end a seven-year legal stand-off.

Yet, British police said he would still be arrested if he left 
the Ecuadorean embassy in British capital, London, where 
he has been holed up since 2012.

Assange, 45, took refuge there to avoid extradition to 
Sweden amid fears that he would have been handed over 
to the United States to face prosecution over the publication 
of classified military and diplomatic documents by WikiLe-
aks.

“The investigation is discontinued,” Marianne Ny, the 
director of public prosecution, told reporters in Sweden’s 
capital, Stockholm.

“In order to proceed with the case, Julian Assange would 
have to be formally notified of the criminal suspicions 
against him. We cannot expect to receive assistance from 
Ecuador regarding this,” Ny said.

“We are not making a statement about his guilt.”
  Very pleased

Christophe Marchand, a member of Assange’s legal 
team, welcomed the suspension of the investigation as “the 
end of his nightmare”.  

“We have been waiting a long time for this decision,” he 
said, adding: “Julian Assange has been a victim of a huge 
abuse of procedure. We are very pleased and very moved”.

Shortly after the announcement, Assange posted a pic-
ture of himself smiling broadly, without comment.

Later on Friday, British police said separately they would 

still arrest Assange if he walked out of the embassy because 
he had broken his conditions for bail by failing to surrender 
on June 29, 2012 for extradition to Sweden.

“Now that the situation has changed and the Swedish 
authorities have discontinued their investigation into that 
matter, Mr. Assange remains wanted for a much less serious 
offence,” it said in a statement.

“The Metropolitan Police Service is obliged to execute 
that warrant should he leave the Embassy.”

In a Twitter post, WikiLeaks said Britain has refused to 
comment whether it has received a U.S. warrant to extradite 
Assange, and added: “Focus now moves to UK”.

  It’s a scandal
The rape accusation against Assange dates from August 

2010 when an alleged victim, who says she met him at a 
WikiLeaks conference in Stockholm a few days earlier, filed 
a complaint.

She said she was “shocked” by the Swedish prosecutors’ 
decision to drop the investigation, according to her lawyer. 

“It is a scandal that a suspected rapist can escape justice 
and thereby avoid the courts ... no decision to (end the case) 
can make her change that Assange exposed her to rape,” 
Elisabeth Fritz, the plaintiff’s lawyer, said in a statement. 

Assange, however, has repeatedly reiterated his inno-
cence and said the sex was consensual, insisting that the 
accusations are “politically motivated”.

The probe has suffered from endless procedural compli-
cations since it began in 2010. 

Per Samuelsson, Assange’s Swedish lawyer, last month 
filed a new motion demanding that the arrest warrant be 
lifted after U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions said in April 
that arresting Assange would be “a priority”.

In a letter sent to the Swedish government on May 8, 
Ecuador condemned “the obvious lack of progress” despite 
Swedish officials questioning Assange at the embassy in 
November 2016.

“The Ecuadorian government have been putting pres-
sure on the Swedes to bring about some sort of solution 
to this long-running stand-off,” Al Jazeera’s Neave Barker, 
reporting from London, said.

The probe was dropped “largely on a technicality,” he 
said. Prosecutors “simply cannot continue with the case be-
cause they cannot serve Assange with the necessary doc-
uments to do so, rather than a belief on whether he’s guilty 
or not.”

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Turkish Ambassador to the United States 
Serdar Kilic was summoned to the State 
Department following the violent beating 
of protesters that took place outside of 
the Turkish embassy in Washington ear-
lier this week, a senior State Department 
official told CNN.

“The conduct of Turkish security per-
sonnel earlier this week is deeply disturb-
ing,” the official said. “The State Depart-
ment has raised its concerns about these 
events at the highest levels and a thor-
ough investigation that will allow us to 
hold the responsible individuals account-
able is of the utmost importance to us.” 

The official also confirmed that two 
members of President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan’s security detail “were briefly de-
tained during the altercations and subse-
quently released” and returned to Turkey 
with Erdogan.

“Customary international law affords 
heads of state and members of their en-
tourage with inviolability from arrest and 
detention,” the official said. “The United 
States recognizes this inviolability, which 
provides reciprocal protection for the 
United States abroad.”

Several lawmakers have joined a 
growing chorus of voices demanding 
action in the wake of the bloody brawl 
that sent nine to the hospital on Tuesday 
-- just hours after Erdogan met with Pres-
ident Donald Trump at the White House. 

Arizona Sen. John McCain, the Re-

publican chairman of the armed services 
committee, called for the Turkish ambas-
sador to the U.S. to be thrown out of the 
country on Thursday. 

“We should throw the Turkish ambas-
sador out of the country, we should iden-
tify those people that performed these 
unlawful acts of beating people up and 
they should be charged,” McCain told re-
porters.

McCain and his Democratic colleague 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein of California also 
wrote a letter to Erdogan condemning 
the violence. 

The State Department told CNN on 
Thursday that it is “working closely with 
the local authorities concerning this inci-
dent,” but declined further comment as 
the investigation is ongoing.

The Turkish embassy claimed the 
groups that assembled were “affiliated 
with the PKK (Partiya Karkerên Kurdis-
tanê/Kurdistan Workers Party)” without 
permission and “began aggressively pro-
voking Turkish-American citizens who 
had peacefully assembled to greet the 
President,” according to a statement re-
leased late on Wednesday.

“The Turkish-Americans responded 
in self-defense,” the statement from the 
Turkish embassy said. “We hope that, in 
the future, appropriate measures will be 
taken to ensure that similar provocative 
actions causing harm and violence do not 
occur.”                                (Source: CNN)

U.S. summoned Turkish ambassador 
following the violent beating of protesters

U.S. Navy moves second aircraft 
carrier near North Korea
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Cholera has killed 242 in 
Yemen: WHO

Sweden drops Julian Assange rape investigation

Trump: Lieberman, a 
finalist for FBI director
The United States President Donald Trump, 24 hours from 
his self-imposed deadline for picking a new FBI (Federal 
Bureau of Investigation) director, told reporters on Thurs-
day that he was “very close” to choosing a successor to 
James B. Comey, and he named Joseph I. Lieberman, the 
former Democratic senator and vice-presidential nomi-
nee, as a finalist.

But members of Trump’s staff — alarmed by his rapid 
embrace of Lieberman, a charming 75-year-old political 
operator with no federal law enforcement experience — 
have quietly urged him to take more time to make such 
a critical hire. By late Thursday, the president appeared 
increasingly likely to leave Friday for a nine-day foreign 
trip without picking a new director, according to three 
senior administration officials speaking on the condition 
of anonymity.

Lieberman, who served three terms in the Senate as a 
Democrat and one as an independent, would be an atyp-
ical choice to lead the FBI, whose agents prize the bu-
reau’s independence as one of Washington’s few apolitical 
institutions. Judges and former prosecutors, not elected 
officials, have frequently been chosen.

Administration officials described the search as fluid 
and said the president and his team were keeping the de-
cision-making process closely held to avoid the leaks that 
Trump believes are endemic to the West Wing.

Still, Trump, speaking briefly with reporters in the Oval 
Office as he met with President Juan Manuel Santos of 
Colombia, offered an emphatic “yes” when asked whether 
Lieberman was among the finalists.

“We need a great director of the FBI. I cherish the FBI. It’s 
special,” he told reporters later at a joint East Room news 
conference with Santos. “All over the world, no matter 
where you go, the FBI is special. The FBI has not had that 
special reputation with what happened in the campaign, 
what happened with respect to the Clinton campaign, and 
even, you could say — directly or indirectly — with respect 
to the much more successful Trump campaign.”

It was unclear whether the president’s acknowledg-
ment that Lieberman was a finalist was intended to stoke 
the “Apprentice”-style frenzy of speculation he has fa-
vored with other high-profile picks, only to opt for a less-
er-known candidate.

Trump is still seeking applicants, and some aides, along 
with many law enforcement officials, have suggested that 
he hire from within the agency to repair some of the dam-
age to morale wrought by Comey’s sudden firing. Adam 
S. Lee, the well-regarded special agent in charge of the 
bureau’s Richmond, Va., field office, was interviewed, as 
were Richard A. McFeely, a former senior official at the FBI, 
and Andrew G. McCabe, the acting director.

McCabe, a veteran agent who joined the bureau in 
1996 and once specialized in Russian organized crime, 
was named deputy director in 2016. It is not clear whether 
he will return to that role once Comey’s replacement is 
confirmed.

All three men are under consideration, the administra-
tion officials said, even if Lieberman, who was Al Gore’s 
running mate in the 2000 presidential campaign, is the 
front-runner.

Trump and Lieberman had good chemistry when they 
met privately, one White House aide said — a key ingre-
dient for Trump in hiring people. He is also friendly with 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions, a former senator, who has 
told Trump aides that Lieberman would most likely receive 
overwhelming support in the Senate.

Democrats pushed back hard on that notion, cast-
ing the conservative Lieberman as a Democrat in name 
only and noting that he publicly supported Trump’s pick 
of Michael T. Flynn as his first national security adviser. 
At a closed-door Democratic lunch on Thursday, Sena-
tors Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode Island and Richard J. 
Durbin of Illinois urged party members to hold the line if 
he is selected.

But casting Lieberman as the most likely choice did 
have one immediate advantage: It appealed to Senator 
John McCain, Republican of Arizona, who had suggested 
this week that the firestorm over Trump’s ouster of Comey 
was as bad as Watergate. McCain defended Mr. Lieber-
man, who endorsed his 2008 run for president.

The White House remains divided, and several senior 
officials expressed serious doubts about Lieberman. His 
age, 75, could be problematic, they said, given that FBI 
directors serve 10-year terms. And he is employed by one 
of the firms where Marc E. Kasowitz, a lawyer for Trump, 
works, raising the prospect of conflict-of-interest accusa-
tions.

If Trump picks Lieberman, one adviser said he might 
serve for a short stint — to lend his bipartisan reputation 
to a president badly in needed of credibility — instead of 
the full term. Lieberman also has law enforcement experi-
ence as the former attorney general of Connecticut.

Others on Trump’s list are former Gov. Frank Keating 
of Oklahoma and former Representative Mike Rogers of 
Michigan, both Republicans. Rogers, a former FBI agent, 
was endorsed by the agents’ association.

Also interviewed were two federal judges, Michael J. 
Garcia of the New York State Court of Appeals and Henry 
E. Hudson of Federal District Court for the Eastern District 
of Virginia.

(Source: NY Times)
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Over $639m 
allocated to water 
projects in rural 
areas

Turkey-Iran 
business meeting 
held in Ankara

Italy top EU trade 
partner of Iran in 
2017 Q1

TEHRAN — Iran has allocated over $639 
million to building modern water distribu-

tion networks and implementing water projects in the coun-
try’s rural areas by the end of current Iranian calendar year 
(March 20, 2018), IRNA reported on Friday. 

According to Iran’s National Water and Wastewater Engi-
neering Company Managing Director and Chairman of the 
Board Hamidreza Janbaz over 11 trillion rials (about $339 
million) of the mentioned fund has been supplied from the 
country’s annual budget and the rest comes from the National 
Development Fund.

TEHRAN — An Iran-Turkey investment, 
trade and cooperation opportunities 

meeting was held by Ankara Chamber of Commerce in the 
Turkish city on Wednesday.

According to IRNA, aiming for development of bilater-
al trade relations, Ankara Chamber of Commerce held the 
meeting in collaboration with Turkey’s Ministry of Economy, 
the Turkish Foreign Economic Relations Commission, the 
Independent Industrialists’ and Businessmen’s Association 
(known as MUSIAD) and the Embassy of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in Turkey.

TEHRAN — Italy was the first trade part-
ner of Iran among the European Union 

member states, during the first three months of 2017, Euro-
pean Union’s statistics agency Eurostat announced.

According to Eurostat, the volume of trade between Iran 
and Italy in the said period hit €1.2 billion, with €800 million 
pertaining to Iran’s exports to Italy and €400 million to its im-
ports from the country.

Italy was the first trade partner of Iran while France and 
Germany came as the second and third.
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Chinese companies invested a record 
$46 billion in the United States in 
2016, triple the amount seen in 2015 
and a tenfold increase compared to 
just five years ago, according to a re-
port jointly released on Wednesday 
by the Rhodium Group and the Na-
tional Committee on US-China Rela-
tions (NCUSCR).

The huge jump in total Chinese 
investment last year is attributable to 
a greater number of mega acquisi-
tion deals, while the scale of green-
field projects remained comparatively 
small, the report said.

Such large acquisitions by Chinese 
companies include HNA Group’s pur-
chase of US technology group Ingram 
Micro for $6 billion, Qingdao Haier ’s 
acquisition of appliance business from 
General Electric (GE) for $5.6 billion, 
and Anbang Insurance Group’s pur-
chase of 15 properties from Strategic 
Hotels for $5.5 billion.

“While megadeals of this scale 
are unlikely to become the norm, 
the GE Appliances transaction shows 
that moving closer to US and global 

customers through brands and local 
presence is an increasing commercial 
rationale for Chinese firms,” the report 
said.

In contrast to the dominance of 
fossil fuel investments before 2013, 
more than 90 percent of Chinese 
direct investment in 2016 focused 
on services and advanced manufac-
turing, according to the report, re-
flecting China’s growing appetite for 
high-quality investment to meet the 
growing domestic consumption de-
mand.

More specifically, real estate and 
hospitality, information and commu-
nications technology, entertainment, 
consumer products and financial ser-
vices stood out as primary targeted 
industries for Chinese investors.

Chinese investment in US real es-
tate and hospitality reached a record 
high of $17 billion last year, making it 
the top sector by cumulative Chinese 
investment, the report said.

Meanwhile, the US entertainment 
industry has become a significant re-
cipient of Chinese capital since 2012. 

Investors targeted existing assets in 
Hollywood, trying to connect the 
world’s largest film production and dis-
tribution industry with its largest po-
tential market, the report said.

Last year, one of the largest deals was 
the purchase of Legendary Entertain-
ment by Dalian Wanda for $3.5 billion.

While US transport and infrastruc-
ture received the least investment from 
China of all sectors from 2000 to 2015, 
it became the second largest sector for 
Chinese investors in 2016, according to 
the report.

As US President Donald Trump has 
announced a $1 trillion infrastructure in-
vestment plan, there may be more room 
for Chinese investment in US infrastruc-
ture.

“Multiple Chinese construction firms 
already operate subsidiaries in the Unit-
ed States. State-related and private in-
vestors have also shown great appetite 
for conservative assets with a stable 
long-term return, making infrastructure 
a potential alternative to commercial real 
estate ventures,” the report analyzed.

According to the report, Chinese in-

vestors further expanded and deepened 
their footprint in the United States. With 
coastal states such as New York and Cal-
ifornia remaining the major beneficiaries 
of the investment, the South and Mid-
west states also received significant cap-
ital in 2016.

Out of 50 US states, 46 had received 
direct Chinese investment in the form of 
a newly established greenfield project or 
the acquisition of a company headquar-
tered in that state by the end of 2016, 
according to the report.

Meanwhile, private investors have 
become the major drive for the rapid-
ly-growing investment, as data show 
that about 79 percent of the total Chi-
nese investment in the United States was 
made by private sector companies.

The US-China economic relationship 
nowadays supports roughly 2.6 mil-
lion jobs in the United States across a 
range of industries, among which about 
104,000 jobs are created by Chinese 
investment, according to a study con-
ducted by Oxford Economics and the 
US-China Business Council.

(Source: China Daily)

1     Although OPEC efforts to rebal-
ance the market through production cuts 
pushed oil prices above $50, but that made 
high-cost U.S. shale more profitable, lead-
ing to the recovery in American output be-
ing a threat to OPEC›s bid in balancing an 
oversupplied market.

The U.S. shale drillers, which have built a 
backlog of partially completed wells in an-
ticipation of a price recovery switched on 
their stand-by rigs. That, added by recov-
ery in exempted countries like Nigeria and 
Libya led the oil market to tremble again, 
sending warning signals to the OPEC mem-
bers especially Saud Arabia who is facing a 
huge budget deficit and is close to their first 
international bond issue. 

Now five months after the implementa-
tion of the deal in January 2017, the num-
ber of U.S. oil rigs is dramatically increased 
and producers outside OPEC are further 
ramping up production despite the cuts 
being made by some nations. What mar-
ket analysts referred to as “the biggest oil 
market risk for 2017” now is seemed to be 
happening. 

Facing the threat of increasing oil pro-
duction and the resurgent U.S. shale indus-
try that have weighed on prices, OPEC and 
its allies declare “war” against U.S. shale, 
leaning toward an agreement on extending 
the deal to further limit output. 

The decision is to be finalized during a 
meeting which is to be held in Vienna on 

May 25. The members are going to discuss 
whether to extend output cuts agreed in 
December last year between OPEC and 11 
non-member countries, including Russia.

 What’s in the deal extension for 
Iran?

With the next OPEC meeting approach-
ing, now the big question is that what this 
extension would mean for Iran and how will 
it affect the country’s economy? 

According to market analysts lots of 

parameters should be considered in this 
regard but what is obvious is that extend-
ing the deal would definitely be in line with 
Iran’s economic policies.

Saudi Arabia, Russia and Iran are again 
the most effective poles of the deal. Saudis, 
whose position in the market is weakened 
due to the significant cuts they have made 
in an effort to push the prices, are very like-
ly to once again compromise with Iran.

They need the prices above $50 for Ar-

amco’s bid to go as planned. The kingdom’s 
vision 2030 plan depends heavily on the 
upcoming IPO so they are doing whatever 
it takes to maintain the oil prices above $50.

Reuters reported on May 15 that Saudi 
Arabia and Russia, the world›s top two oil 
producers, made a joint announcement 
approving the need to extend output 
cuts for a further nine months until March 
2018.

Having Russia in the equation and con-
sidering other OPEC and non-OPEC na-
tions’ positive signals for backing the exten-
sion, there is a great chance that Iran won’t 
be needed to cut its production levels.

With Saudi and Russian early an-
nouncement, markets have started react-
ing positively to the notion of deal exten-
sion. 

Extending the cuts further to 2018 is 
now very likely which will definitely help the 
prices go up in the near future.

Putting all these pieces together, one 
can say that Iran will probably be one of the 
main winners of the May 25 gathering and 
shall not leave the meeting empty handed.

The probable production cuts could 
once again provide a stage for Iran to 
make profitable use of its diplomacy and 
since – as explained - the country would 
definitely gain from the extension of OPEC, 
non-OPEC deal, so it will be reasonable for 
Iranian oil officials to do their best achieving 
this goal.

Over a year has passed since Iran’s nuclear deal, also known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, was implement-
ed. During that period, there have been big changes in 
Iran’s economy.

Under the deal, over 90 percent of nuclear related sanc-
tions were lifted. Among the most important lifted were 
secondary sanctions on the Central Bank and Iran’s com-
mercial banks, selling oil, investing in oil and gas projects, 
transportation, shipping lines, and commercial aviation in-
dustry.

Europe’s SWIFT banking services were restored on im-
plementation day. According to Central Bank authorities, 
29 Iranian banks are connected to SWIFT, although bank-
ing relations still remain the main issue. Despite lifting in-
ternational sanctions, there is no complete connection 
between Iranian and western banks yet. One-sided embar-
goes of the U.S. and the cloud of mystery over them has 
troubled the trust of world’s banks and delayed their return 
to Iran. They’re also an obstacle against huge investments 
and trades.

Following the nuclear deal, Iran is now seeking invest-
ment in different sectors. On the other hand, this deal has 
made countries and companies think of resuming their 
commercial ties with Iran.

France has stabilized its presence: Renault and Peugeot 
products are being manufactured and sold in Iran. Also Air-
bus was able to sign an 18 billion-dollar contract with Iran. 
Italy and Germany’s presence should also be mentioned.

The embargoes caused a gap in economic cooperation 
in Iran and around the world. Restoring ties takes time, so 
that all sides can wipe away the negative effects of sanc-
tions and prove their constructive presence in economic 
growth.

Although companies with a background in Iran may 
have been able to start work sooner than others, oth-
er companies with less familiarity with Iran’s market need 
more time.

International oil companies are showing an increasing 

interest in Iranian oil and gas. They know the potential for 
oil investments and projects here is huge. Although an In-
ternational Fund report predicts that Iran will experience a 
faster non-oil sector economic growth with direct foreign 
investment.                                              (Source: Euronews)

EU Competition authorities have asked Italian banks 
Popolare di Vicenza and Veneto Banca to raise 1 bil-
lion euros (849.1 million pounds) in private capital as 
a condition to approve their request for state aid, a 
source close to the matter said on Friday.

Several sources told Reuters earlier this week that 
the two Veneto-based lenders could not use taxpay-
er money to cover expected loan losses, raising the 

prospect healthier rivals may have to once again pro-
vide fresh capital to help them.

The two banks must fill a 6.4 billion euro capital 
shortfall identified by the European Central Bank and 
have turned to the state for help under rules that al-
low a government to cover losses a lender may face 
under a potential shock scenario.

Confirming a press report in Il Sole 24 Ore on Fri-

day, the source said the two banks would need an 
additional 1 billion euros in private capital.

This would be on top of the private contribution 
already envisaged under their rescue scheme through 
a debt-to-equity conversion and funds pumped in by 
their controlling shareholder bailout fund Atlante.

The two banks declined to comment.
(Source: Reuters)

EU tells Italy’s Veneto banks to raise further €1b in private capital 

Iran’s post-sanction economy doing 
well one year after nuclear deal

Chinese companies invest record $46b in U.S. in 2016 

Some euro zone banks ‘in 
denial’ about bad loans
Some euro zone banks are “in denial” about their problems with 
unpaid loans, the European Central Bank’s chief supervisor has told 
a Finnish weekly.

“In all euro area countries, there are ... banks that are not doing 
so well but are committed -- and bravely so -- to tackling their 
problems; and then others that are somewhat in denial and will 
have to change to improve,” Daniele Nouy told Talouselämä in an 
interview published on Friday.

She was responding to questions about a request for public 
help by Italy’s Monte dei Paschi di Siena and apparent failures to 
clean up the banking sector in that country and in Germany.

Struggling with a large and growing pile of bad loans, Monte 
Paschi has applied for a recapitalization by the Italian state but the 
rescue has yet to be approved by European authorities.

The ECB, as the euro zone’s top banking watchdog, set Monte 
Paschi’s capital shortfall at 8.8 billion euros in December but Nouy 
said earlier this week “additional discussions” about the bank’s losses 
were necessary.

Monte Paschi’s Chairman Alessandro Falciai said on Wednesday 
he remained “greatly optimistic” over the outcome of the bank’s 
request.

Spain’s Banco Popular (POP.MC) is also struggling under the 
weight of 37 billion euros non-performing real estate loans but the 
country’s economy minister said on Thursday it should not expect 
to receive public funds.

The Spanish bank is considering a merger instead.
(Source: Reuters)

Japan passes law to 
tighten regulations on 
high-frequency trading 
Japan tightened regulations on high-frequency trading (HFT) this 
week, passing into law measures that will require HFT firms to reg-
ister with regulators.

Other nations in Europe and elsewhere in Asia are looking to 
tighten the leash on high-frequency traders who program ultra-fast 
computers to trade in milliseconds without human intervention. 
Some major U.S. exchanges want to introduce speed limits on 
trading.

The growing presence of HFT on the Tokyo Stock Exchange 
(TSE) has raised concerns high-speed trading could destabilize 
markets and leave retail investors at a disadvantage.

The law was passed by parliament on Wednesday and the new 
regulations could come into force as early as 2018.

Japan’s market regulator, the Financial Services Agency (FSA), 
has said previously it wanted HFT participants to register and to 
ensure proper risk management measures were in place.

The definition has not yet been created. We can guess at who 
might be affected, but we don’t know for sure the full scope of who 
will be affected, said Seth Friedman, chief executive of advisory firm 
Shiroyama Consulting Co..

The new rules stipulate that a company engaging in HFT will 
have to establish an office in Japan or be represented in the country 
by an agent.

(Source Reuters)

OPEC meeting: another winning chance for Iran

Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh
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After the first OPEC oil production cut 
in eight years took effect in January, oil 
traders from Houston to Singapore start-
ed emptying millions of barrels of crude 
from storage tanks.

Investors hailed the drawdowns as the 
beginning of the end of a two-year sup-
ply glut - raising hopes for steadily rising 
per-barrel prices.

It hasn’t worked out that way.
Now, many of those same storage 

tanks are filling back up or draining more 
slowly than investors and oil firms had 
expected, according to global invento-
ry estimates and more than a dozen oil 
traders and shipping sources who told 
Reuters about storage in facilities that do 
not make their oil volumes public.

The stalled drawdowns shed light on 
the broader challenge facing OPEC - the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries - as it struggles to steer the 
industry out of the downturn caused by 
oversupply. With U.S. shale oil production 
surging, inventories remain stubbornly 
high and prices appear stuck in the low-
$50s per-barrel range.

The market has not strengthened 
enough to drain many major storage fa-
cilities around the globe - which OPEC oil 
ministers had hoped would be a first step 
toward rebalancing what has been a buy-
er’s market since late 2014.

Estimated inventories in industrialized 
nations totaled 3.025 billion barrels at the 
end of March - about 300 million barrels 
above the five-year average, according 
to the International Energy Agency’s lat-
est monthly report.

Preliminary April data indicated stocks 
would rise further, the IEA said. Crude 
stocks stood at a record 1.235 billion bar-
rels.

OPEC and other non-OPEC nations - 
most notably Russia - are now widely ex-
pected to extend production cuts for an-
other nine months, through March 2018.

The ongoing struggle to thin supplies 
has forced economists to cut their oil 
price forecasts. Bank of America, for in-
stance, last week lowered its 2017 target 

for Brent crude by $7 a barrel to $54.
During the two-year price war started 

by OPEC, about half a billion barrels of 
crude and refined products flowed into 
storage facilities as oil prices hit lows of 
less than $30 a barrel in early 2016.

Much of the inventory build-up came 
as traders started using storage to make 
easy money on the widening spread be-
tween rock-bottom spot oil prices and 
substantially higher prices for contracts 
to deliver the oil in future months.

That price spread - a market struc-
ture known as contango - allowed trad-
ers to profit even after they paid for 
expensive storage in facilities such as 
the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP) 
- the only deep-water U.S. oil port and 
a major conduit for crude imports - or 
supertankers parked offshore in Singa-
pore.

Although the storage trade has been 
less profitable since the OPEC production 
cuts, much of that oil remains in tanks, 
said Chris Bake, an executive committee 
member at Vitol, the world’s largest inde-
pendent trader, during an industry con-
ference last week in London.

“This 550 million barrel-plus inventory 
build of crude and products that started 
in 2014 is still very much there,” he said. 

“How much is going to come out? That is 
an ongoing debate among all of us.”

From the Malacca Straits in Asia to the 
ports of Northern Europe and the Gulf of 
Mexico, drawdowns of global inventories 
have slowed or even reversed.

In the Amsterdam-Rotterdam-Ant-
werp (ARA) region – one of the most ex-
pensive areas in Europe to store oil and 
the benchmark pricing point for fuel - 
crude is starting to flow back into storage 
because refiners are “clogged” with oil, an 
industry source handling deals in that re-
gion told Reuters.

Refined fuel inventories have also 
jumped suddenly, with gasoil in tanks in 
the ARA hub rising to an eight-month 
high earlier this month, according to 
Dutch consultancy PJK International. Gas-
oil includes jet fuel, diesel and heating oil.

At one of the world’s largest oil stor-
age facilities - on the shores of Saldanha 
Bay in South Africa - millions of barrels 
were sold in recent months, traders told 
Reuters.

But more cargoes are flowing right 
back into its tanks, which can hold 45 
million barrels, as sellers struggle to find 
refiners to buy freshly loaded oil, the 
traders said.

In the Houston region, stored oil 

stocks touched record levels at the end of 
March, according to energy information 
provider Genscape.

The state of inventories appears more 
mixed in Asia.

In China, the world’s second-largest 
oil consumer behind the United States, 
commercial crude stocks hit their lowest 
level in four years in March, according to 
the government-controlled Xinhua News 
Agency. But in nearby South Korea, in-
ventories were near a record, according 
to the Korea National Oil Corp.

While global inventories remain bloat-
ed, there are some signs that the OPEC 
cuts have dented supplies.

Recent data from the U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration showed that 
nationwide stocks started draining in 
April this year - the first decrease for that 
month since 1999.

Declining costs for storage is another 
indication that traders and oil companies 
are putting less oil in storage than at the 
height of the price war.

At the largest U.S. storage facility at 
Cushing, Oklahoma, storage tanks costs 
about 35 cents a barrel per month, trad-
ers say, compared nearly 50 cents a year 
ago.

Parking oil in a supertanker off the 
shore of Singapore, Asia’s refining hub, 
costs anywhere from 30 to 40 cents a 
barrel per month, down from 50 to 80 
cents just a few months ago.

The futures contract for oil storage at 
the LOOP, off Louisiana’s coast, dropped 
to about 24 cents per barrel recently, one 
of the lowest prices this year.

Still, the patchy evidence of draining 
storage has fallen far short of what inves-
tors expected after OPEC and non-OPEC 
nations agreed on production cuts last 
November.

“People were impatient and thought 
we’d start drawing 10 million barrels a 
day since the first week of January,” said 
Amrita Sen, chief oil analyst at Energy 
Aspects. “We’re still in excess, and there’s 
lots of inventory around.”

(Source: Reuters)

Oil futures rose on Friday to the highest 
in nearly a month on growing optimism 
that big producing countries will extend 
output cuts to curb a persistent glut in 
crude, with key benchmarks heading for 
a second week of gains.

Brent crude was up 28 cents, or 0.5 
percent, at $52.79 at 0630 GMT. The 
contract earlier rose to the highest since 
April 21 and is on track for a nearly 4 
percent climb this week, its second week 
of gains.

U.S. crude oil was up 29 cents, or 0.6 
percent, at $49.64 a barrel, highest since 
April 26. The contract is also heading for 
a weekly increase of almost 4 percent.

Since the beginning of March, crude 
prices have swung from over $56 a barrel 
to under $47 as market participants were 
divided over the impact of rising output 
from the United States versus production 
cuts by the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) and other oil 
producers, including Russia.

But market watchers are growing 
more confident that OPEC, Russia and 

other big producers will extend cuts of al-
most 1.8 million barrels per day (bpd) un-
til the end of March 2018. U.S. producers 
are not party to any agreements capping 
production.

As with other markets, concerns about 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s agenda 
amidst investigations in Washington fad-
ed into the background.

“With the political turmoil easing in the 
U.S. overnight, the market will return to 
the fundamental drivers,” ANZ said in a 
research note.

“This should see oil prices remain well 
bid, as OPEC continues to talk up a con-
tinuation of the production cut agree-
ment,” it said.

On May 25, leaders from OPEC and 
other producing countries will meet in Vi-
enna to decide on output policy.

Rosneft, the largest oil producer in 
Russia, will meet agreements with OPEC 
on oil output reductions, the company’s 
chief executive told reporters in Berlin on 
Thursday.

Still, there are signs that Saudi Arabia, 

OPEC’s largest producer, is keeping mar-
kets well supplied.

Crude oil exports from Saudi Arabia 
rose by 275,000 barrels a day in March 
from February and stockpiles rose, official 
data showed late on Thursday.

“The battle between bulls and bears is 
raging on oil,” said Greg McKenna, chief 
market strategist at CFD and FX provider 

AxiTrader.
“On the one hand, you have traders 

who worry about the efficacy of OPEC’s 
oil cuts on inventory levels. On the other, 
there are those who are focused on the 
real drawdowns that have started to oc-
cur in U.S. oil stocks over the past month 
or so.”

(Source: Reuters)

U.S. gasoline demand has been weaker than expect-
ed this year, but a growing economy and relatively 
cheap pump prices have the energy industry expect-
ing record demand again this summer driving season, 
which should help drain the global oil glut.

Gasoline demand in the first two months of 2017 
was down 2.1 percent from a year ago, according to 
the U.S. Energy Information Administration. The U.S. 
gasoline market accounts for roughly 10 percent of 
global oil consumption, so American motorists have 
outsized influence over the global petroleum supply.

Some analysts believe weak gasoline demand and 
a recent dip in auto sales will keep the global oil glut 
swollen. Analysts said weak demand may be tempo-
rary, due to the weather and other unusual factors. 
But oil refiners doubt that summer demand will be 
strong enough to boost their profit margins.

Last year, U.S. gasoline demand hit a record 9.33 
million barrels per day. Despite the dip in demand so 
far this year, vehicle miles traveled are up, a sign that 
fuel efficiency is rising.

Analysts and refiners blamed the drop in gasoline 
demand to unusually bad weather in California and 
Texas, states with the highest U.S. driving volumes. 
California’s rainfall in January and February was more 
than double the amount in the same period last year, 
according to the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

With summer driving season in sight, the outlook 

for gasoline demand is strong. Motorists are expect-
ed to hit U.S. roads at rates not seen in a decade, 
the nation’s largest motorists’ advocacy group said on 
Wednesday.

The American Automobile Association projected 
that 34.6 million people will drive 50 miles (80 km) 
or more from home during the end-of-month holiday 
period, most since 37.3 million in 2005.

Steady economic growth and low unemployment 
should help boost demand in coming months, ana-
lysts said.

“I am a bit more bullish on U.S. gasoline demand 
than I was six months ago,” said John Auers of refin-
ing consultancy Turner, Mason, & Co. “People thought 
2016 would be a peak year, but I think we will top that 
this year.”

U.S. gasoline prices have risen in recent months, 
but remain relatively cheap. The average pump price 
for regular gasoline was $2.34 per gallon on Thursday, 
up just a dime from a year ago, according to AAA.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s tougher anti-immi-
gration stance also hurt demand, Barclays analyst Paul 
Cheng said in a note this week. He estimated fear of 
deportation decreased driving activity among illegal 
immigrants enough to shave 0.4 percent from last 
year ’s total demand.

 More vehicle efficiency
U.S. vehicle miles traveled on U.S. roads were up 

1.5 percent from last year through the first three 

months of 2017, according to the U.S. Department 
of Transportation. Analysts said higher fuel efficiency 
standards are starting to take hold, which could mean 
U.S. gasoline demand will peak soon.

U.S. sales of new cars and trucks hit a record high 
in 2016. SUVs and light trucks account for more than 
60 percent of sales in 2016 and the first quarter of 
2017, according to Barclays. Yearly auto sales fell to 
a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 16.9 million cars 
in April.

The average fuel economy of new vehicles sold in 
the United States is up by 0.2 miles per gallon since 
the start of the year, hitting 25.3 mpg in April, ac-
cording to Michael Sivak and Brandon Schoettle at the 
University of Michigan Transportation Research Insti-
tute, nearing August 2014’s peak of 25.5 mpg.

U.S. gasoline inventories, thanks to weaker de-
mand, remain 5.8 percent above the five-year sea-
sonal average, according to the EIA.

Unless gasoline demand sharply increases, oil re-
finers may be in for another tough year. U.S. gasoline 
refining margins have remained below 2016 levels for 
most of the year, an ominous sign ahead of summer 
driving season.

“The book has already been written,” said one re-
fining executive. “Inventories are just too high, and 
they are not going away. We have pretty much written 
off the summer.”

(Source: Reuters)

Full tanks and tankers: a stubborn 
oil glut despite OPEC cuts 

Indonesia and UAE talk 
$5 billion energy partnership 
Talks between Indonesia and the United Arab Emirates could 
bring the launch of a $5 billion energy project, according to 
news from a recent meeting between Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo and UAE Energy Minister Suhail Mohammed 
Faraj Al Mazrouei.

«We know that currently the world energy market is un-
dergoing some transformation. Of course, changes have 
been made with sustainable and renewable energy,» the 
president said at the Merdeka Palace in Jakarta on Thursday.

Currently, the value of the UAE’s investments in Indonesia 
amounts to $2 billion, according to Arcandra Tahar, deputy 
energy and mineral resources minister.

The UAE officials recommended that Indonesia begin in-
vestment protection before sealing any bilateral international 
agreement. Al Mazrouei also requested tax incentives that 
would prevent double taxation for the UAE’s investments in 
Indonesia. Masdar, a UAE-based clean energy company, is 
also interested in working in the island nation.

«We are also talking about Masdar, a company from the 
UAE, who wants to invest in renewable energy, including PLTS, 
solar power plants,» Tahar confirmed, adding that the green 
company had been in talks with government-run electric firm 
PLN. «In addition, we also suggested that it would be good 
if investment in Indonesia is made in cooperation with local 
companies, so that cooperation will be mutually beneficial.”

Indonesia is currently producing some 800,000 barrels of 
crude daily – about half of what it consumes. That number is 
expected to soon surpass 1 million bpd, to reduce the coun-
try’s dependence on imports, which this month are estimated 
to have reached 8.4 million, through the $200 billion in oil 
investment the country plans to attract. Over the first quarter, 
Indonesia’s average monthly import rate was 10.55 million 
barrels.                                                  (Source: oilprice.com)

OPEC expected to prolong 
curbs to ease global glut at 
Vienna meeting
OPEC will extend an accord that trims production, even as 
surging U.S. output threatens the group’s goal of draining 
excess supply, according to a Bloomberg survey.

The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries and 
its allies will prolong the curbs for at least six months when 
ministers meet on May 25 in Vienna, according to 24 of 25 
analysts polled this week. The respondents were split on 
whether the extension will last for six or nine months, and 
were also at odds over the probability of the cuts rebalancing 
the market.

“They don’t have much of a choice other than to extend 
the cuts,” Kim Brady, senior managing director at SOLIC Cap-
ital in Evanston, Illinois, said by telephone. “They have said 
they will do whatever needs to be done to balance the mar-
ket. They haven’t quite achieved that yet.”

Russia and Saudi Arabia, the largest of the 24 oil export-
ers that agreed to cut output for the first six months of the 
year, said on Monday that they favor a nine-month extension 
of the curbs. Prolonged curbs are needed to reduce global 
stockpiles to the five-year average, the energy ministers of 
the world’s biggest crude producers said. OPEC’s Kuwait and 
Venezuela, and non-members Oman and South Sudan sup-
port the proposal.

Global benchmark Brent crude was trading up 0.6 percent 
at $52.84 a barrel as of 12 p.m. in Singapore and heading for 
a 4 percent gain this week.

The world’s oil stockpiles increased slightly in the first quar-
ter, but are set to decline in the second as demand picks up 
seasonally and OPEC constrains output, the IEA said Tuesday.  
Still, even if there’s an accord prolonging the measures, in-
ventories will probably remain above average at the end of 
the year, the agency said.

“The producers will have to work hard this summer to 
temper the surplus in the first quarter,” Sarah Emerson, man-
aging director of ESAI Energy in Wakefield, Massachusetts, 
said by telephone. “Extending the OPEC-Russia deal through 
March raises an interesting flag. It shows they are worried 
about the first quarter, as they should be.”

 Impressive compliance
OPEC members agreed in November to cut 1.2 million 

barrels a day of oil production. Several non-members, in-
cluding Russia, agreed in December to contribute a com-
bined 600,000 barrels a day of output reductions. OPEC’s 
rate of compliance with its promised cutbacks has averaged 
96 percent this year, according to the International Energy 
Agency.

“Even before the Saudi-Russian statements, I thought they 
were extending the cuts to year’s end,” Stewart Glickman, 
energy equity analyst at CFRA in New York, said by phone. 
«Compliance across the board has been impressive.”

Banks including Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and Citigroup 
Inc. say that even with the resurgence of U.S. oil production, 
markets are tightening and prices are poised to rise. The de-
cline in global fuel stockpiles will accelerate this quarter, Jef-
frey Currie, head of commodities research at Goldman said 
at the S&P Global Platts Global Crude Summit in London on 
May 10.

“I think we’re getting close to the five-year average by the 
end of the year,” Mike Wittner, head of oil market research at 
Societe Generale SA in New York, said by telephone. “This will 
take place as long as demand continues growing and compli-
ance remains strong.”

Earlier this month, OPEC boosted estimates for growth in 
rival supplies this year by 64 percent to 950,000 barrels a day 
as U.S. output rebounds. The nation will probably pump a 
record 9.96 million barrels a day in 2018, the EIA said May 
9. While U.S. crude inventories are finally showing signs of 
shrinking, there are doubts OPEC can succeed in the face of 
a shale revival.

“OPEC has its hands full with the rise in U.S. production,” 
said John Kilduff, a partner at Again Capital, a New York-
based hedge fund that focuses on energy. }They won’t suc-
ceed because the math doesn’t add up. Non-OPEC produc-
tion is going to swamp the deal.”

(Source: Bloomberg)

U.S. gasoline demand weak but expected to strengthen this summer

Oil prices climb on hopes output cuts will be extended 



Why swamp fever must 
be cured

The accusations in the media against President Donald 
Trump are reaching hysterical levels. This has also 
been labeled “Trump Derangement Syndrome,” and is 
characterized by a reporter ’s firm belief (shared by many 
Democratic politicians and Hillary Clinton supporters) 
that Mr. Trump is illegitimately occupying the Oval Office, 
is not fit for presidential duty, and must be ousted one 
way or another.

It is difficult for Trump supporters to take this seriously, 
because we believe that Mr. Trump’s policies regarding 
judicial appointments, encouragement of economic 
growth, and restricting immigration make perfect sense, 
and ought to be implemented. We have now reached a 
point, however, when Mr. Trump’s efforts at governing 
the nation appear to be countered at every turn by a 
hostile press and political partisans who seem bent on his 
destruction and the frustration of the programs that he was 
elected to fulfill.

The airwaves and the newspapers are replete 
with accusations from unnamed sources purportedly 
documenting attempts to obstruct justice. The latest 
example is the FBI investigation of former presidential 
adviser Lt. Gen. Michael T. Flynn, which Mr. Trump is alleged 
to have suggested to former FBI Director James Comey 
ought to be discontinued, because of Mr. Trump’s belief 
that Mr. Flynn was basically a good man. Mr. Trump is 
reported to have made this suggestion to Mr. Comey after 
Mr. Trump had dismissed Mr. Flynn, but, still, this has led 
to predictable calls for condemnation, for Congressional 
investigation, and presumably, for impeachment, removal, 
and/or resignation.

Those of us in the academy who supported Mr. Trump 
were a minority in the single digits, and it has been reported 
that members of the media opposed Mr. Trump’s election 
by 90 percent or more. Given the manner in which human 
beings operate, given our propensity not to be able to deal 
with cognitive dissonance, and given the tendency of those 
who believed Mr. Trump unfit for office to construe all of 
his acts unfavorably, it is no surprise that we have reached 
this point. Nevertheless, it ought to be time now to cease 
this madness and to give the new administration a chance 
to govern.

 Media charges
Every time media charges have been leveled at the 

president, from purported compliance with Russian 
meddlers, including an alleged dinner conversation 
requesting Mr. Comey’s loyalty to Mr. Trump, through the 
dismissal of Mr. Comey, and now with the alleged Comey 
memo recounting an attempt to sway an ongoing FBI 
investigation, Mr. Trump has either denied outright the 
allegations against him, or has offered benign explanations 
of his conduct.

The president’s detractors have refused to accept the 
White House Communications Office and Mr. Trump’s 
explanations at face value, as the relentless efforts to 
destroy him continue unabated. Perhaps what is really 
happening here, no matter what one calls it — fever, 
derangement, hysteria — is a fundamental disagreement 
over what the government should do, a disagreement that 
impedes objective evaluation, leads to misunderstanding, 
and now threatens the orderly conduct of our republic.

Mr. Trump and his supporters believe that it is the job of 
government to protect the basic economic rights of the citizen, 
but also to promote individual initiative, to allow maximum 
freedom to market mechanisms, to lower taxes, and to 
maintain the rule of law. Mr. Trump’s opponents, in particular 
his critics in the media, in the bureaucracy, in the academy, 
and in the courts, believe that it is the job of government in 
general and the federal government in particular, to alter the 
legal rules to protect previously discriminated against groups, 
to redistribute economic resources, and to implement central 
planning of the economy.

One could also characterize this as a contest between 
the Fabian Socialism that seemed to exist in much of the 
Obama administration and the free-market economics 
championed by Milton Friedman and the Reagan 
administration that Mr. Trump now seeks to restore. When 
Mr. Trump picturesquely claimed that he would “drain the 
swamp” he was, really, suggesting he would return us to this 
conception of the proper role of government that prevailed 
for much of our history.

The lessons of 1989, when the Berlin Wall fell, when the 
Soviet Union collapsed, and when free-market economies 
emerged in formerly communist nations, ought to have 
taught us that the aims of government Mr. 

Trump now offers deserve a chance to succeed. 
Curiously, Mr. Trump’s detractors stubbornly refuse to 

acknowledge this. It is time for the Swamp Fever to subside. 
Despite the claims of the self-styled “resistance,” there is 
no real evidence that Russians stole the election for Mr. 
Trump, or that misogyny did in Mrs. Clinton. Instead, what 
happened is that a majority of votes in the Electoral College 
for Mr. Trump was legitimately secured by a plan for the 
country that is a sensible one. It ought now to be permitted 
go forward.

(Source: The Washington Times)
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No one forgets the photograph of Alan Kurdi, the three-
year-old Syrian boy whose body was washed up on a 
Turkish beach in September 2015. Within hours of go-
ing viral, it came to define the indifference of the world 
towards those terrorized into fleeing their homes – even 
to the point of risking death. The drowned little Syrian 
boy gave a face to statelessness, loss and fear. Ordinary 
people sat up, took heed, protested. In a matter of mo-
ments, a situation that had seemed tolerable became 
unacceptable. Campaigns were launched, reports com-
missioned, promises made to provide better help for 
those who made it to Europe’s shores.

Eighteen months later, much of that goodwill has not 
been matched by official action. Children like Alan are 
dying in the Mediterranean at the rate of two each day. 

In the UK, policies towards refugees and asylum seek-
ers remain chaotic, and threaten to become more so as 
Brexit takes shape. Last month the UK all-party parlia-
mentary group on refugees came out with a report on 
the protection we offer those who arrive. It makes dismal 
reading, but it also offers a way forward.

Since 2012, 50,290 asylum seekers have been grant-
ed refugee status in the UK; 9,838 others have been re-
settled from camps across the Middle East, under various 
programs. Seen in the context of global figures – the 
UN High Commission for Refugees estimates that more 
than 65 million people were forced worldwide from their 
homes in 2015, and that one in every 113 people today 
is a refugee, asylum seeker or displaced person – our 
record is not generous.

Children given asylum in the UK are the only refu-
gees denied the right to family reunion; just 5,706 of the 
20,000 Syrians promised resettlement in the UK by 2020 
have actually arrived; and in February, the government 
scrapped the Dubs amendment, which was to have 
brought some 3,000 unaccompanied child refugees 
from Europe, saying that it “incentivized” others to make 
dangerous journeys.

But it is what happens to refugees once they reach 
the UK that is the main concern of the all-party re-
port. Britain is practicing, it seems, a two-tier system. 
Those arriving in an orderly fashion via a resettlement 

program are provided with a year ’s security in terms 
of support for housing, jobs and education. They are 
welcomed and helped.

 Identical conflicts
Asylum seekers, however, reaching the UK illegally 

and applying for refugee status, face uncertainty, pro-
tracted waits and bureaucratic mayhem – though both 
are fleeing identical conflicts, and the asylum seekers 
have also had to undergo dangerous and terrifying jour-
neys. For them, the orderly route is not an option, but 
they are punished for their temerity. 

Allocated random housing while they wait to learn 
the outcome of their claim, they receive £36.95 a week 
to cover food and living expenses. Since they are not 
allowed to work, most barely survive. If at the end of six 
months their claim has still not been heard, they can ap-
ply to work but only in specially designated jobs. Chemi-
cal engineering is one of them; classical ballet another. 
(A report published late last year estimated that if just a 
quarter of asylum seekers was allowed to work, it would 
save the UK government £70m per year).

Those who are then lucky enough to be given refu-
gee status, and are allowed to stay, are still treated very 
differently from those arriving via resettlement. At best, 
their treatment is grudging. Within 28 days of having 
their claim accepted, all benefits are stopped. Within 
that time, they are expected to get their documents, find 
homes and jobs, and register with the health services. 

Very few manage to do so before they are evicted from 
their accommodation. What help they get usually comes 
from charities.

As for those whose claims are turned down, they 
move into limbo. No one is forcibly removed to coun-
tries at war, but they are not permitted to work, and re-
ceive no benefits. They drift and sink.

 Two-tier system
To counter this two-tier system, the all-party group 

has proposed that a minister for refugees be appointed, 
one who could not only bring badly needed coherence 
to the system but also coordinate the UK’s efforts at pro-
tection, now split between several ministries and govern-
ment bodies. There is a precedent: the Tory MP Richard 
Hamilton was appointed minister for newly arrived Syr-
ian refugees in September 2015, with responsibility for 
coordinating the government’s commitment to resettle 
20,000 people displaced by the war. But Theresa May 
scrapped the post.

Canada’s Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, recently add-
ed the portfolio for refugees to those of immigration and 
citizenship (to date, Canada has resettled 40,081 Syrian 
refugees). In Europe, responsibility for refugees is vari-
ously assigned to different ministries, and this approach 
has been sometimes been used, not to help, but to deter 
arrivals. Denmark’s Integration Minister, Inger Stojberg, 
was photographed recently celebrating the passing of 
the 50th regulation against immigrants with a large cake.

How far a new minister for refugees would be able to 
tackle a worldwide refugee crisis worse than any since 
the World War II is hard to say. But such an appoint-
ment, providing a protective umbrella for people now 
being tossed casually and bureaucratically about, might 
lead to a proper integration strategy, with more humane 
and fairer rules and, just possibly, might make it harder 
for a small boy fleeing chaos to drown. A minister could 
take a world lead in keeping such deaths and unrelent-
ing misery at the forefront of the political agenda. This 
would also deliver a seldom-heeded message: that mi-
grants and refugees are two separate categories of peo-
ple – the first choosing to leave home and able to return 
there; the second the victims of violence, loss and fear, 
driven from homes they cannot return to.

(Source: The Guardian)

Why Britain needs a refugees minister

The Defense Department has quietly em-
barked on a multilayered approach to 
masking the difficulties its officials have 
been experiencing acquiring new military 
equipment while ensuring that old equip-
ment is repaired and battle ready.

In early March, two directives on in-
formation sharing began circulating in 
the Pentagon. The first, dated March 1 
and signed by Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. John Richardson, urged officers not 
to discuss publicly information that could 
give away the Navy’s competitive edge, 
but instead to scrutinize and protect it. 
The second, dated March 2, issued via 
email by Pentagon spokesman Capt. Jeff 
Davis, detailed guidance from Defense 
Secretary James Mattis on publicly tel-
egraphing shortfalls in weapons systems 
and other military equipment.

“While it can be tempting during 
budget season to publicly highlight read-
iness problems, we have to remember 
that our adversaries watch the news too,” 
Davis said. “Communicating that we are 
broken or not ready to fight invites mis-
calculation. Know that he is well aware of 
our readiness shortfalls, as are our elect-
ed leaders on both ends of Pennsylvania 
Avenue. They don’t need news stories to 
remind them. Help is on the way.”

Around that same time, the military be-
gan to label weapons-system information 
that was previously publicly available as clas-
sified, according to a government official.

“Some readiness information has al-
ways been classified and now we are clas-
sifying more of it,” the official said.

The government official said that “ma-
jor weapons systems” had been shuffled 
under the classification umbrella, but did 
not provide details on specific systems. 
Instead, the official explained why moving 
them out of the public eye was necessary.

“We don’t think it should be public, 
for example, how many THAADs are not 
operational due to maintenance reasons,” 
the official said. “We don’t think it should 
be public what percent of our F-22s are 
not available due to maintenance. We 
don’t think it should be public how many 
of our pilots are below their required 
number of training hours in the cockpit.”

For years, the department has aired 
its grievances about its shortcomings 
to Congress in full view of cameras and 
reporters and the public. High-ranking 
representatives of the armed forces have 
lambasted aircraft shortages, highlighted 
funding shortfalls and directed attention 
to aging naval cruisers. Their readiness 
woes stem from a decade of participating 

in overseas conflicts and grappling with 
budget uncertainty amid force structure 
reductions.

 Military might deteriorating
Air Force, Army, Navy and U.S. Ma-

rines have repeatedly drawn attention to 
low readiness levels, which they have at-
tributed to emerging and continued de-
mands on their forces, a reduction in the 
size of those forces and an uptick in the 
tempo of deployments. 

In congressional hearing after con-
gressional hearing, officials have attested 
to how the nation’s military might is de-
teriorating.

The press will still be allowed to make 
trips to the Defense Department’s bases, 
ships and aircraft because “embarks, em-
beds and visits remain an important part” 
of how the military highlights its missions 
and capabilities. “But we must always 
project strength when we do it,” he said. 
Also, some of the dialogue on Capitol Hill 
will shift from out of the public eye to be-
hind closed doors.

“You will see similar guidance passed 
via Leg Affairs channels for how readiness 
is discussed in testimony,” Davis said of 
Mattis’ intentions. “As much as possible, 
he wants to move this out of the pub-
lic domain and into private meetings or 
closed hearings.”

Davis confirmed the email’s contents 
to the National Interest and reiterated 
Mattis’s view that communicating readi-
ness deficiencies invites miscalculation by 
America’s enemies.

“I’m glad you got it and I hope you 
do quote from it because we stand by it,” 
he said.

Phillip Lohaus, an American Enterprise 
Institute research fellow and former De-
fense Department analyst, said he has 
already noticed a difference in tone. For 
example, when Air Force Chief of Staff 
Gen. David Goldfein talked about morale 
during the Wednesday Senate Armed 
Services Committee hearing on military 
space organization, policy and programs, 
he linked the morale of servicemembers 
to readiness.

 Morale and readiness linked
“I’ll tell you, my belief is that readiness 

and morale are inextricably linked,” Gold-
fein told the committee. “Where we have 
high readiness, we have high morale. If 
you walk the line today at Bagram and 
if you walk the line today at Kunsan in 
Korea, you’re going to find high morale, 
because they’ve got people, they’ve got 
parts, they’ve got what they’ve need.”

In other words, pilots at Bagram Airfield 
and Kunsan Air Base are flying at a high rate 
and have a “very high level” of readiness, 
therefore their morale is very high.

“I was surprised to hear Gen. Goldfein 
describe readiness in such a laudatory 
term, because I don’t think that squares 
with the reality of where the Air Force is,” 
Lohaus said.

Thomas Spoehr, director of the Cent-
er for National Defense at the Heritage 
Foundation and a retired lieutenant gen-
eral, said that he, too, has noticed that 
the Pentagon has become much tighter 
lipped on discussing any issues dealing 
with readiness shortcomings over the 
past several months.

Senior Pentagon officials are classify-
ing data on important readiness issues. Is 

that a good idea?
“This is a result of guidance from the 

Chairman [of the] Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General Dunford, who has asked the ser-
vice chiefs to refrain from divulging infor-
mation which may give our adversaries 
sensitive information,” Spoehr said in an 
email to the National Interest. “Report-
edly, it also stems from a desire not to 
dishearten U.S. service members.”

Still, the need to protect information 
should be balanced against the need 
for the American public to be informed 
about the status of the armed forces, 
Spoehr said.

“While some deficiencies do need to 
be classified for the most part this is in-
formation that should be public to assess 
whether these systems are ready and reli-
able,” said Mandy Smithberger, director of 
military reform for the Project On Gov-
ernment Oversight. 

“Especially for newer systems that 
we’re still paying to develop the public 
has a right to know what it’s paying for, 
and the Department shouldn’t abuse the 
classification system to try to hide infor-
mation that is embarrassing but not actu-
ally national security sensitive.”

For military officials, the classification 
expansion is meant to protect national 
security, not portray the government as 
secretive, the government official said. 

After all, specifics about military readi-
ness should be kept out of the public eye 
because that is how adversaries keep 
track of America’s weaknesses and plot to 
take advantage of them, the official said. 
So far, no one has complained.

(Source: nationalinterest.org)

How the U.S. military is trying to 
mask its readiness crisis

In congressional hearing after congressional hearing, officials have 
attested to how the nation’s military might is deteriorating.
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On the eve of another round of Geneva VI talks, large west-
ern news agencies BBC and the AP referring to the State De-
partment published accusations of Damascus of tortures and 
murders of political prisoners.

The published pieces include the words of Stuart E. Jones, 
the active assistant secretary of state for Near Eastern affairs, 
and two satellite images, which were taken in January, 2015, 
of the Sednaya prison near Damascus. 

According to Jones, the building has been allegedly used 
by the Syrian authorities to burn the bodies of prisoners died 
of tortures and inhumane treatment.

As a proof, the U.S. brought the ‘evidence’ of some inter-
national organizations and NGOs including Amnesty Interna-
tional which claims 50 prisoners get killed per day.

However, the report of the ‘human right’ organization was 
fabricated in London using a technology claimed to be ‘fo-
rensic architecture’. Such a method is about substituting facts, 
physical, photo and video proofs with animation and sound 
effects created by designers.

In other words, all Amnesty’s findings were in fact fabricat-
ed. They have nothing in common with the information inside 
Syria what could confirm tortures and murders. It looks like 
designing the latest generation of horror computer games or 
films. People who don’t always have much to say, and can’t 
write.

The American ambassador to the UN, Nikki Haley, came 
up to comment on the situation immediately. As if on com-
mand, she accused the Syrian government of crimes against 
humanity while placing some responsibility on Syria’s allies. 
Such shows are quite efficiently used by western states to tor-
pedo or complicate a process of peaceful settlement.

Yet another ‘sensational’ and ‘unclassified’ disclosure by the 
U.S. of alleged mass executions in Syria and bodies burned in 
a crematorium are dubious and aimed at undermining the 
settlement process. It isn’t an accident that such accusations 

are published on the eve of Geneva VI negotiations.
Now, when the talks in Geneva without the U.S. side are 

seen to become fruitful Washington is attempting to exploit 
the media to turn the world’s attention to ‘Assad’s regime’. 
Bashar Assad’s opponents need any reason and pretext dis-
crediting the Syrian government to sabotage the peace pro-
cess.

Such U.S. actions are quite an obstacle on the way to 
peace in Syria. The conflict parties have shown that they are 
ready to find a solution of the crisis and to put an end to the 
terrible war. The positive results of the Astana talks gave im-
petus to Geneva-6. However, instead of backing the process, 
the U.S. decided to once again groundlessly blame the Syrian 
government.

Given the rhetoric of most U.S. policymakers, one 
might conclude that the conflict in Syria is about es-
tablishing freedom and democracy in the Levantine 
state. But no genuine aspiration for democracy ever 
came from a line-up of allies that includes coun-
tries like Saudi Arabia, Israel, Qatar, and Turkey. Seen 
from the Middle East, American intervention here 
appears to be aimed at putting the last genuinely 
independent Arab state under Washington’s sphere 
of influence—and cutting off a key Iranian ally in 
the region.

Today, after six years of regime-change opera-
tions that failed to unseat Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad and install a compliant regime in Damas-
cus, the west’s strategy seems to be shifting toward 
partitioning Syria. Specifically, the new U.S. policy 
would seek to sever the unimpeded geographic 
line between Iran and Israel by creating a buffer en-
tity that runs through Iraq and Syria.

But here’s the twist: in Syria’s northeast/east and 
in Iraq’s northwest/west, where ISIS once occupied 
a vast swathe of territory, ISIS has helped to enable 
this U.S. goal by delineating the borders of this fu-
ture buffer zone.

The only question is which U.S. “asset” will rule 
that buffer zone once it is liberated from ISIS. Would 
it be Sunni Arabs of the sectarian variety? A declas-
sified 2012 Defense Intelligence Agency report 
seemed to suggest this option when it confirmed 
U.S. and Western support for the establishment of a 
“Salafist Principality” on the Syrian-Iraqi border.

Or will it be a Kurdish-ruled zone? U.S.-Kurd-
ish machinations have, after all, borne a similar 
Shia-thwarting buffer on Iran’s western border with 
Iraq, with the creation of the Kurdish Regional Gov-
ernment (KRG) headed by the famously opportun-
istic and corrupt Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) 
leader Masoud Barzani.

Either way, what transpired is this: ISIS occupied 
the areas flanking Syria and Iraq’s northern border. 
The U.S.-led coalition has had a presence in these 
territories for several years, without impairing ISIS 
control. At the right time, under U.S. cover, Kurds 
are moving in to “recapture” them.

Kurds constitute a minority in all these governo-
rates, which is how the presence of ISIS became a 
valuable U.S./Kurdish strategic asset. ISIS’s invasion 
of these areas is delineating the borders of the new 
entity and depopulating it—creating an opportu-
nity for Washington to champion the Kurds as the 
primary “liberating” force within those borders, after 
which Kurds can claim this territorial bounty.

“This is conquest masquerading as liberation,” 
says Assyrian writer Max Joseph, who explains how 
KDP Peshmerga forces disarmed Assyrian Chris-
tians and Yezidis two weeks before ISIS invaded in 
August 2014, then retreated from their promise to 
protect those populations just as ISIS entered Sinjar 
and the Nineveh Plains.

In the immediate aftermath of the ISIS invasion, 
Reuters quoted a KRG official saying: “Everyone is 
worried, but this is a big chance for us. ISIL gave us 
in two weeks what Maliki couldn’t give us in eight 
years.”

“By disarming and disabling communities who 
live in territories the Kurdish leadership have designs 
on controlling, then letting a ready-made aggres-
sive foreign force invade and uproot native com-
munities, forcing them to flee, KRG forces backed 
by Western airstrikes will be seen as ‘retaking’ land 
never even theirs,” explains Joseph.

Two years later, in July 2016, the KRG’s Peshmer-
ga ministry gave credence to those claims by an-
nouncing that “Peshmerga forces will not withdraw 
from areas they have recaptured from ISIL.”

This is nothing less than an attempt to estab-
lish “Kurdistan,” a nation for the historically stateless 
Kurds, which has long-envisioned swallowing up 
parts of Syria, Iraq, Turkey, and Iran.

Some context helps explain the current situation. 
The KDP-ruled Kurdish entity in Iraq currently gov-
erns vast areas stretching from Iran’s western border 
to the Turkish border, stopping short east of Mosul 
and Kirkuk (an oil-rich city it openly covets). But the 
KDP has aspirations that run through Mosul to the 
western province of Nineveh—the historic home of 
a Christian Assyrian population—which would cre-
ate a contiguous line across the north of Iraq to the 
Syrian border.

Last week, the “Kurdistan” flag was hoisted 
above all government buildings in Kirkuk—a move 
deemed unconstitutional and opposed by local 
non-Kurdish leaders and the Iraqi government alike.

 A Syrian-Kurdish entity?
In Syria, one can see a picture developing that 

mirrors Iraq’s experiences with the Kurds, Americans, 
and ISIS. Under U.S. patronage, areas occupied by 
the terror group are allowed to be “recaptured” by 
Kurdish forces, with a smattering of subordinate 
Arab Sunni forces to lend broader legitimacy.

Kurdish-controlled territory now traverses much 
of Syria’s three northern governorates where Kurds 
remain a minority—Hasakah, Raqqa, and Alep-
po—and has earned the wrath of Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has sent in troops and 
Arab proxies to break this “Kurdish corridor,” placing 
him in direct confrontation with the objectives of 
Washington, his NATO ally.

The Kurdish Nationalist Party (PYD) and its mili-
tary wing, the People’s Protection Units (YPG), have 
unilaterally declared Hasakah a federal Kurdish 
state, a designation that is unrecognized by the Syr-
ian government and other states. But Kurds barely 
make up 40 percent of the governorate’s popula-
tion, which consists of Assyrians, Arabs, Armenians, 
Turkmen, and other ethnic groups as well. Likewise, 
in Aleppo, the most populous of Syria’s 14 gover-
norates, where 40 percent of Syrian Kurds reside, 
Kurds make up only 15 percent of the population 
and are a majority only in Afrin and Ayn al-Arab 
(Kobane).

Meanwhile, Kurdish nationalists identify all of 
Hasakah and northern Raqqa/ Aleppo as “Rojo-
va”—or Western Kurdistan—even though signifi-
cant Kurdish populations live outside these areas 
and significant non-Kurdish populations live within 
them. Furthermore, many of these Kurds are not 
of Syrian origin, but fled Turkey last century after 
several failed uprisings against that state. The entire 
Kurdish population of Syria amounts to about 10 
percent (although figures are slightly disputed both 
upward and downward). Hundreds of thousands of 
Kurds have since fled the conflict in Syria for safer 
shores. And there is not a single contiguous line of 
Kurdish majority-populated areas from the north-
east to northwest of Syria.

Yet the U.S. is storming ahead with Project Buffer 
State, erecting military bases left, right, and center, 
in violation of Syria’s sovereignty and international 
law. Various news reports claim the Pentagon and 
its 1,000 or so troops in Syria have established up to 
six bases in the north of the country—in the Rmelan 
region near the Iraqi border, in Qamishli (Hasakah), 
Kobane (Aleppo), and now in Tabqa, several dozen 
kilometers west of the ISIS capital of Raqqa.

But the American plan to storm Raqqa has 
stalled due to Turkey’s refusal to be excluded, and 
its objection to Syrian Kurdish involvement. Wash-
ington wants its Syrian Defense Forces (SDF) allies 
to liberate the city, but this group consists mainly 
of YPG Kurds who are aligned with the Kurdistan 
Worker’s Party (PKK), a Turkish and U.S.-designat-
ed terrorist group. The U.S. pretends these Kurdish 
militias are the only fighting force that can defeat 
ISIS. Never mind that the Syrian army and its allied 
troops have been defeating ISIS and al-Qaeda-affil-
iated militants around the country for years.

The inconvenient fact is, besides the Kurds—not 
all of whom back the U.S. project on the Syrian-Ira-
qi border—no forces have fought ISIS and other 
terrorist groups more successfully than the Syrian 
army and its Iranian, Russian, and Hezbollah allies.

By contrast, ISIS actually expanded and strength-
ened after the U.S.-led coalition began its strikes 
against the terror group. Recall ISIS trekking in plain 
sight across the Syrian border from Iraq to capture 
Palmyra—or tankers filled with ISIS oil crossing over 
to Turkey with nary a U.S. strike. It wasn’t until the 
Russian air force entered the fray and shamed the 
U.S. coalition that ISIS began to suffer some defeats. 
Washington had only really contained ISIS within 
the borders it was shaping, not struck any serious 
blows to the group.

After all, it is Washington’s awkward alliance in 
the region—Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Qatar, Britain, 
France, Israel—that has supported the growth of 
ISIS and like-minded extremists. U.S. President Don-
ald Trump even went so far as to accuse his prede-
cessor Barack Obama of being “the founder of ISIS.”

Certainly, Obama watched as his Turkish NATO 
ally allowed ISIS freedom of movement across its 
borders and purchased its stolen oil in bulk. We also 
now know via email leaks that Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton was aware that U.S. anti-ISIS coalition 
allies Saudi Arabia and Qatar were funding ISIS.

Why would Washington tolerate allied support 
of the very terrorist group it claims to want to de-
stroy? By portraying ISIS as the worst of all terror 
groups, al-Qaeda and its affiliates—by far the most 
efficient fighting force against the Syrian army and 
its allies—were able to fly under the radar to fight 
for regime change. Furthermore, a globally de-
monized ISIS has also provided justification for di-

rect Western action that might otherwise have been 
impossible after “humanitarian interventions” lost 
their allure, post-Libya. Finally, this supposedly very 
dangerous ISIS was able to invade and occupy, for 
great lengths of time, territories on the Syrian-Iraqi 
border that would create the boundaries for a buff-
er state that could eventually be “liberated” and led 
by Western-controlled proxies.

 Stealing Syria
If the U.S. forges ahead with plans to lead its 

Kurdish allies into the Raqqa battle it will risk further 
alienating Turkey. Don’t expect ISIS to be defeated, 
however. Instead, expect ISIS to be driven south-
ward toward Deirezzor and other eastern points 
along Iraq’s border, where the terror group’s pres-
ence can act yet again as a U.S. strategic asset—
specifically, by moving the fight away from Wash-
ington’s Kurdish project in the north and hindering 
the ability of Iraqi militias to cross the border in aid 
of Syrian troops.

That’s not such a leap. Deirezzor is where U.S. 
fighter jets bombed the Syrian army for an hour 
straight last September, killing over 100 Syrian 
forces. The strikes enabled ISIS to capture several 
strategic points around Deirezzor airport, which the 
Syrian state was dependent on to protect popula-
tions in the ISIS-besieged area. The Pentagon swore 
it was an error, the Syrians and Russians swore it was 
not.

Meanwhile, in Syria’s south, U.S.-backed mil-
itants, aided by Jordanians, Saudis, and the usual 
Western suspects, are rallying their forces to expand 
the ground battle inside Syria.

Why the sudden surge of activity? Mainly be-
cause the Syrian government and its allies have, 
since the liberation of East Aleppo in January, suc-
ceeded in pushing back terrorists in key areas, re-
gaining strategic territory, and striking reconciliation 
and ceasefire deals in other parts of the state.

“Western states with the United States at their 
head interfere in favor of the terrorists whenever 
the Syrian Arab Army makes a significant advance,” 
Assad observed in a recent interview.

But the U.S. overestimates its capabilities. With 
few troops on the ground, radical militants as allies, 
and pushback from Syria, Iran, Turkey, Russia, and 
Iraq, Washington will face a steep climb ahead.

In fact, all U.S. gains could be abruptly reversed 
with this one Kurdish card. Nothing is more likely 
to draw Syrians, Iraqis, Turks, and Iranians together 
than the threat of a Kurdish national entity that will 
seek to carve itself out of these four states. And as 
the U.S. tries to establish “self-rule” by its allies in the 
northeast of Syria, it will once again be confronted 
with the same crippling infighting that comes from 
foisting an un-organic leadership onto populations.

Syria will become an American quagmire. Wash-
ington simply cannot manage its partition plans 
with so few troops on the ground, surrounded by 
the terror forces it so recently spawned, as able ad-
versaries chip away at its project. Stealing Syria will 
not be an easy trick.

By Sophie Mangal

Will America partition Syria?
By  Sharmine Narwani
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If Donald Trump is forced to leave office early — a prospect 
that is no longer as unimaginable as it once was — May 
9-16 will become known as the seven days that shook the 
world.

It is almost hard to remember now the media hoopla 
that accompanied Trump’s 100th day in office on April 
29. Many pundits, myself included, wrote that Trump 
was normalizing. The past seven days have been any-
thing but normal; indeed, they constitute the most bi-
zarre week of the U.S. presidency since the dark days 
of Watergate.

Trump’s Time of Troubles began with the Tuesday Night 
Massacre: the shocking firing of FBI Director James Comey. 
The ostensible explanation was Comey’s improper public 
comments about the Hillary Clinton email investigation, 
as laid out in a memorandum from Deputy Atty. Gen. Rod 
Rosenstein. But within two days Trump had blown that ex-

planation to smithereens, admitting he would have fired 
Comey regardless, simply because he wanted to bring the 
investigation of his own links to Russia (a “made-up story”) 
to an end.

The very next day, Trump hosted the Russian foreign 
minister and ambassador in the Oval Office, producing 
embarrassing photos of the president yukking it up with 
America’s inveterate foes. It turns out that he shared with 
the Russians “code-word” secrets — that is, some of the 
most highly classified information in the entire government. 
In the process Trump burned Israel, which had provided the 
information, and risked exposing an invaluable source of 
intelligence on Islamic State. The president at first sent his 
aides to falsely deny what he had done, and then, just as in 
the Comey case, came clean.

 Comey’s counterattack unfolded
For the good of the country, Trump should resign before 

our new national nightmare gets worse.
Meanwhile, Comey’s counterattack unfolded. Last 

week his friends reported that Trump had invited the FBI 
director to dinner in January, demanding his loyalty and 
a reassurance that he, the president, was not a subject 
of the FBI investigation into Russian interference in the 
U.S. election.

And now Part II of the counterattack: reports that in Feb-
ruary Trump pressured Comey to end the investigation of 
Mike Flynn, the national security advisor who had been fired 
for lying about his contacts with the Russian ambassador. 
Before telling Comey, “I hope you can let this go,” Trump 
asked other participants in the meeting to leave the Oval 
Office, suggesting that he knew what he was about to say 
was improper.

Comey documented the conversation in a con-
temporaneous memorandum that he distributed to 
his confidants. Immediate, pro forma White House 
denials carry little weight because of how often the 
president and his spokesmen have lied about mat-
ters big (the Comey firing) and small (the inaugural 

crowd size).
More is sure to come out because Comey documented 

other conversations, and Congress is now demanding ac-
cess not only to those memoranda but also to their author, 
who has said he is willing to testify in open session. What 
the White House tapes were to Nixon, the Comey memos 
may be to Trump: the evidence that definitively exposes his 
villainy.

 Beginning of political demise
It is too soon to say this is the beginning of the end for a 

president who has already defied predictions of his political 
demise. Impeachment still is a long shot in a Congress so 
firmly dominated by the president’s own party. But it is no 
longer unthinkable, and it no longer depends on having to 
prove a nebulous connection between Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. In the past week, copious evidence 
has emerged of Trump obstructing justice, proving the old 
Washington adage that the cover-up is always worse than 
the crime.   1 3

Republicans need to screw up their 
courage and tell Trump to go

By Max Boot
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Ms.Diba: 09128103206  

Villa/Apt in Darous
Duplex, 700 sq.m, 5 Bdrs. with 
One Apt, 300 sq.m, totally 900 

built up, Pool, renovated
Suitable for Residency &  Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Aqdasieh
Duplex, 800 sq.m, built up, 7 Bdrs., 

big salon, nice garden, Outdoor 
pool,  Parking, completely 

renovated, Servant Quarter, 
Suitable for Residency or Embassy 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Whole Building in Aqdasieh
6th floor, 12 units, Apts between 170 
sq.m to 250 sq.m with 3 Bdrs., Spj, 
parking, 2500 sq.m built up, 700 

sq.m land
Suitable for Embassy &  Residency

Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

Whole Building in Kamranieh
20 unit Apt, 60 Bdrs., each Apt 
around 210 sq.m, with 3 Bdrs., 

Lobby, 37 Parkings & more, Spj, 
Too many Storage Rooms, 

Completely renovated, good access 
to highway

Ready for Renting to foreign Com
panies & Residency

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

   Whole Building in Elahieh
One Villa, duplex with 5 Bdrs., 

Semi furn, Parking, small Garden 
& one Whole Building with 4 Apts 
& 8 Bdrs., completely renovated

Reasonable Price
Suitable for Embassy &  Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole building in Jordan
each floor 126 sq.m , 

duplex store, open space, full glass, 
smart AC, furn/unfurn, storage, 

900 sq.m Pkg
Each floor available for Sale & Rent

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Apt in Zafaranieh
220 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn, lobby, 

Spj, diplomatic tower $2800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Mirdamad 
6th floor, 90 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., Fully 

furn, small Balcony, Lobby, 
Parking, $1100

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing spring offer in Jordan, 
available from 21th 

April, 100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., full furn, 
peaceful Residency $1000

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Office in Jordan
110 sq.m to 240 sq.m, full of 

foreign companies , could be flat,  
Parking lot with extra visitors 

parking, Lobby, Security, 
renovated, almost new, Price per 

each sq $40 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

 Apt in Gheytarieh
120  sq.m, 2 Bdrs., view of Park, 

parking, full furn, diplomatic 
Building, $1200

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Zafaraiyeh
130 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., near Paladium 

mall, good access, nice & cozy, 
only $2700

  Ms.Sara 09128103207



The American Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends that adolescents, age 12 to 18, 

should not consume more than 100 milligrams 
of caffeine per day. An intake of caffeine 

greater than that has been associated with 
elevated blood pressure in adolescents.

Resilient individuals are those who keep plugging along even 
when the situation becomes ugly or exhausting, who learn 
from their own mishaps and misfortunes, and who rely on 

others with confidence and trust.

It is ultimately the sense of community and relationship 
to others that enables true resilience. Studies of children 

undergoing significant hardship find that kids who have one 
adult in their lives who provides stability and support are much 

more likely to do well than kids who don’t.

By Derrick Carpenter
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The survivors of natural disasters, victims of abuse and 
neglect, and soldiers who have seen the worst of war up 
close and personal know the truth all too well. There is 
no shortage of adversity in life. Whether it’s a minor set-
back or a major trauma, we all endure hardships across 
our lives. The differences among us lie not only in the 
shape hardship takes for us but also in how we respond 
when it knocks at our door.

Do you find yourself weighed down by your seem-
ingly unlucky lot in life? Or do you courageously em-
brace the struggle?

Resilience is the ability to cope with adversity and to 
use challenges to forge strength and prosperity. Having 
resilience does not mean that you don’t struggle, make 
mistakes, or need to ask for help. Quite to the contrary, 
resilient individuals are those who keep plugging along 
even when the situation becomes ugly or exhausting, 
who learn from their own mishaps and misfortunes, and 
who rely on others with confidence and trust.

Adversity does create a wake in its path and its tragic 
side should not be downplayed. But even when tragedy 
strikes, growth is possible. Post-traumatic growth—which 
can often occur alongside post-traumatic stress—is the 
set of positive changes that result from a traumatic ex-
perience and can include a deeper appreciation for life, 
a bolstered sense of one’s own capabilities, and stronger 
connections to others.

Whether the struggles you face are traumas or eve-
ryday setbacks, the tools of resilience will help you to 
gain greater control over your own path forward and to 
cultivate positive change. The next time adversity floods 
your day and leaves you treading water, try these four 
strategies help keep you afloat.

 Reframe your interpretations
Resilient people find a way to explain their situations 

in a more positive light while still accepting the real-
ity. Imagine a news broadcast interviewing victims of a 
natural disaster a year later. Some brood: “We’ll never 
get our lives back.” Others find the silver lining: “This was 
the worst thing that’s ever happened to me, but it’s also 
one of the best. This community has come together and 
shown its strength in so many unbelievable ways.” (Learn 
how to get unstuck from your negative emotions.)

We have the ability to decide how we’re going to 
interpret the adversities we face. The adversities them-
selves are not positive. But when we work to find an ap-
preciation for what has been introduced and increased 
for us as we persevere through the adversity, we develop 
a more grateful approach to living. The hardship that 
scars us is often the same stuff of life that manufactures 
hard-earned wisdom. When all you see is the negative, 
broaden your perspective by asking yourself, “What 
good has come about as a result of this adversity?”

 Identify what you can control
Optimists are among the most resilient of us, and 

they succeed by virtue of focusing their attention on 
how they can make their situations better.

When faced with a challenge, pessimistic thinkers are 
more likely to be blind to opportunities to enact positive 
changes. In short, they adopt a victim mentality.

Optimists maintain a more accurate view of the con-
trol they do have. Consider Admiral James Stockdale’s 
trials as a prisoner of war in Vietnam. The Stockdale 

Paradox, a term coined by author Jim Collins who in-
terviewed the Admiral about his experience, is the sur-
prising recipe for resilience that combines a harsh and 
objective assessment of reality (“Being a prisoner of war 
is awful”) with confidence and faith that drive hope (“This 
will get better and I can make it better”).

Despite being stuck in solitary confinement, Stock-
dale and his fellow prisoners in other cells, developed 
a system of tapping to communicate with one another. 
Realistic optimism identifies points of control and takes 
advantage of them. Resilience, by definition, is the act 
of taking a step forward despite dire circumstances, and 
when we look critically for something we can control, we 
lay out the path for ourselves. (5 more unbelievable facts 
about optimists)

When you catch yourself feeling stuck or bogged 
down in adversity, find one thing you have control over 
and take action on it.

 Seek support
There are many images in our culture of the self-

reliant, lone hero whose personal willpower provides 
enough strength to withstand any obstacle. These im-
ages get it wrong.

While personal strength matters a lot, it is ultimately 
the sense of community and relationship to others that 
enables true resilience. Studies of children undergoing 
significant hardship find that kids who have one adult in 
their lives who provides stability and support are much 

more likely to do well than kids who don’t. The ability to 
relate and process one’s struggles in the context of a safe 
relationship buffers against many of the potential nega-
tive effects of childhood trauma.

And relationship benefits extend to adults. Consider 
Stockdale and his fellow prisoners who created a sys-
tem of communication that ultimately fostered a “we’re 
in this together” mindset. Knowing that there’s someone 
else out there who cares is invaluable when we’re down 
for the count. Tending to your most important relation-
ships when times are good builds the trust and intimacy 
that will help those relationships stay strong when ad-
versity hits.

 Embrace challenge and failure
Failure is hard for many of us to take. We’d rather step 

back from something and wipe our hands clean than risk 
making a fool of ourselves. But when we adopt a per-
spective that appropriate challenge can strengthen us as 
people and that we can learn from both successes and 
failures, we’re exercising our resilience muscles.

This is not to say that we should seek adversity, par-
ticularly serious adversities that bring along the side ef-
fects. But finding small, manageable ways to challenge 
yourself on a regular basis will build your confidence 
and character. Take the class you’ve been interested in 
the past few weeks. Make that phone call you’ve been 
avoiding but know you need to make. Push your limits 
little by little and adopt a view of exploration and cu-
riosity whether your pursuits soar or crash and burn. 
Know that either way, you’re gaining knowledge and 
insight. When we learn to identify with the process of 
trying rather than the outcomes we effect, we adopt a 
resilience-building approach to life.                     

           (Source: verywell.com)

Too much caffeine caused the death 
of a 16-year-old high school student 
from South Carolina who collapsed dur-
ing class last month, according to the 
county coroner.

Davis Allen Cripe died from a caffeine-
induced cardiac event causing a proba-
ble arrhythmia, Richland County Coroner 
Gary Watts announced in a news confer-
ence Monday. During an arrhythmia, or 
abnormal heart rhythm, the heart may 
not be able to pump enough blood to 
the body, and lack of blood flow affects 
the brain, heart and other organs.

The teen consumed three caffeine-
laced drinks -- a cafe latte, a large Diet 
Mountain Dew and an energy drink -- in 
a two-hour period before collapsing in 
his classroom at Spring Hill High School 
on April 26, Watts said.

Among those at the news confer-
ence Monday was the teen’s father, Sean 
Cripe.

“Like all parents, we worry about our 
kids as they grow up. We worry about 
their safety, their health, especially once 
they start driving. But it wasn’t a car 
crash that took his life. Instead, it was 
an energy drink,” Sean Cripe said of his 
son’s death.

Watts said Davis had purchased the 
latte at McDonald’s around 12:30 p.m. 
After that he consumed the Diet Moun-
tain Dew and the energy drink.

Davis collapsed at the school in 
Chapin, near Columbia, just before 2:30 

p.m. and according to Watts was pro-
nounced dead at 3:40 p.m.

Davis’ autopsy showed no undiag-
nosed heart conditions and that Davis 
was healthy and had no conditions that 
could have triggered by the caffeine 
intake. Also, no other drugs or alcohol 
were found in the teen’s system, accord-
ing to Watts.

“This was not an overdose. We lost 
Davis from a totally legal substance,” 

Watts said. “Our purpose here today is 
to let people know, especially our young 
kids in school, that these drinks can be 
dangerous, and be very careful with how 
you use them, and how many you drink 
on a daily basis.”

Sean Cripe said he hopes that if noth-
ing else comes out of this, parents and 
kids will realize the dangers of caffein-
ated beverages.

“Parents, please talk to your kids 

about the dangers of these energy 
drinks,” he said.

The American Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends that adolescents, age 12 to 
18, should not consume more than 100 
milligrams of caffeine per day. An intake 
of caffeine greater than that has been 
associated with elevated blood pressure 
in adolescents, Sheri Zidenberg-Cherr, 
nutrition specialist and vice chairwoman 
in the department of nutrition at the 
University of California, Davis, previously 
told CNN.

When it comes to energy drinks spe-
cifically, “children and adolescents are 
advised to avoid energy drinks. They can 
contain a significant amount of caffeine 
as well as other stimulants,” she said.

A 2014 study found an estimated 
73% of children consume some kind of 
caffeine each day. While there is no des-
ignated standard for children, according 
to the US Food and Drug Administration 
adults can consume 400 milligrams of 
caffeine per day -- equivalent to four or 
five cups of coffee -- without experienc-
ing side effects.

Caffeine is a stimulant that can im-
prove alertness and mood. It can also 
be habit forming. Too much caffeine 
can cause mild symptoms such as shaky 
hands and an upset stomach. Severe 
symptoms can include high blood pres-
sure, seizures and coma, according to 
the National Capital Poison Center.

(Source: CNN)

4 ways to boost your 
resilience for tough times

Expert tips to stay active 
on vacation so you don’t 
blow all your hard work
How many vacations start with the best of intentions and end up 
with a week’s worth of regret? You start out hopeful: I’ll finally have 
the time to work out like I’ve always wanted to; I can actually focus 
on eating well. But one poolside margarita turns into a no-shower 
happy hour, and the next thing you know, you’ve spent the whole 
week lounging around, indulging a little too much, and abandon-
ing your best-laid plans for a healthier getaway.

These days, there’s no reason your vacation can’t serve as 
both an escape from the 9-to-5 and an opportunity to jumpstart 
some healthier habits. Sure, there are plenty of pre-planned fit-
ness and wellness retreats out there to choose from, but if you’re 
on your own, there are also a bunch of easy and affordable ways 
to hack it yourself. We asked top experts for their travel fitness tips, 
so you can make the most out of your vacation and return home 
feeling better (not more bloated) than before you left.

 1. Consider your company
An active vacation calls for like-minded people. Are your col-

lege friends more into gin than the gym? Skip them this time. Is 
your S.O. more into fast runs than fast food? Bring them along. 
Does your mom love a Wild-style hike? Make it a bonding trip. 
“Planning an active trip with a gang of travelers who are equally 
keen to both exercise and explore is a great way to get moving,” 
says Maria Eilersen, spokesperson for Topdeck, a travel company 
that designs epic trips for 18- to 30-somethings. “You’ll feed off 
their energy and keep each other motivated. With a bit of creativ-
ity, it won’t feel like a chore: Opt to walk around instead of taking 
public transport—that’s when you stumble across a city’s hidden 
gems—or make it your mission to climb every staircase in an ur-
ban neighborhood to find out which one has the best view.”

Can’t coordinate a crew? Go alone. Seriously. You will be so 
pleasantly surprised at how enlightening and empowering solo 
travel can be. Taking a trip in which you invest in your body, health, 
and mind will leave you feeling renewed, refreshed, and ready to 
take on whatever real life has to throw at you when you return.

 2. Set yourself up for success
With more and more people foregoing the typical week-away 

for a runcation, fitness retreat, or post-marathon moon, hotels, 
resorts, and even airlines are all catering to healthy-minded trave-
lers. So if you want to make fitting fitness into your trip easy, con-
sider the amenities of your accommodations.

Westin, a pioneer in healthy travel, offers concierges for a va-
riety of activities, including running, tennis, golf, yoga, Zumba, cy-
cling, and hiking at select locations. The chain has also partnered 
with New Balance to lend guests workout gear for a small fee (so 
you won’t return home with a suitcase full of smelly clothes) and 
Peloton to offer guests access to indoor cycling bikes. “If you’re 
not looking for a retreat, and you’re just looking to travel, we want 
to help you not lose the routine you have at home,” says Chris 
Heuisler, a RunWESTIN concierge.

Similarly, Hilton hotels have partnered with Wattbike indoor 
cycling bikes to up their fitness offerings this year. Want to bust out 
of the hotel? Select Kimpton hotels offer PUBLIC bikes for guests 
to cruise around on, and Priority bikes supplies fleets to a variety 
of hotels and resorts. New and improved offerings like this allow 
you to shake things up. “Repeating the same workout every day 
can become mundane and methodical,” says Jodi Sullivan, Hil-
ton Worldwide’s senior director of global fitness. Making sure you 
have what you need to prioritize exercise is key. “Or if exercising 
outdoors motivates you, take a long walk and explore your travel 
destination,” Sullivan says.

 3. Get up early
You know how vacation goes: The days can get away from 

you. And while there are plenty of ways to incorporate activity on 
a trip (walking around all day, playing on the beach, etc.), if exer-
cise is important to you, get it done first thing. “If you look at the 
time frame between 4:30 a.m. and 6:30 a.m., that is the exact time 
when someone feels like they have the most control over their 
day,” Heuisler says. Making sure you fit in some exercise—even if 
it’s just a morning walk or some yoga—is your chance to start the 
day off on the right foot.

Not a morning person? Why not take this time to test it out 
and get up an hour earlier? “If you know you’re setting your alarm 
for 5 a.m., you’re probably going to pass up that nightcap,” Heu-
isler says. “And after that workout, I guarantee you won’t regret 
waking up early. Whatever it is, you won’t regret it.” Besides, if you 
really can’t roll out of bed, you can always hit snooze. There’s no 
office to run to while you’re on vacation, but at least you gave it 
the old college try.

 4. Find a Healthyish Balance
Checking exercise off the list early means you have the rest of 

the day to do whatever you want, whether that’s exploring a new 
city or hanging poolside with a good book. A proper vacation 
is a time to give your body what it needs most—including that 
glass of wine. “Incorporating an active element into your vacation 
is not about weight loss but more about well-being—as well as 
way to not feel guilty about all the local food you’ll want to try!” 
Eilersen says.

It’s important to find balance in all areas of your trip, even the 
schedule. “Don’t kick yourself if you’re not a big fan of planning,” 
Eilersen says. “There’s no shame in outsourcing it! Let someone 
else deal with the headache of organizing the best accommoda-
tion, but remember to leave some time for spontaneity. Whether 
you’re getting tips from locals or other travelers you meet on the 
road, you’ll want to keep an open mind and some flexibility in 
your itinerary to allow for those impromptu decisions that lead to 
lifelong memories.”

 5. Don’t forget the retreat part
Let’s be real: A “fitness retreat” is just a fancy way to describe 

a trip or vacation that incorporates activity and some R&R. The 
retreat part can be as indulgent or as reasonable as you like. 
Thinking big? Spoil yourself with a spa treatment or an excursion 
like visiting natural hot springs. On a budget? It can be as simple 
as trying a few minutes of meditation each morning or packing 
a suitcase masseuse (a.k.a. a foam roller) like Heuisler does. “It’s 
like dental floss for your muscles,” he says. The whole point is to 
unwind and de-stress.

Heuisler also has a rule to never raise his heart rate while he 
travels. “Late taxi to the airport, plane is delayed, bag doesn’t 
show up, whatever it is, it will get there,” he says. “It offers me my 
own sense of peace and mindfulness. If you’re going on a trip, 
take a deep breath when you leave the door—most things are 
out of your control now anyway,” he says.

(Source: greatist.com)

Teen dies from too much caffeine, coroner says
By Jamiel Lynch and Debra Goldschmidt
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‘Pro Evolution Soccer 
2018’ hits PC and 
consoles September 12th

LG Stylo 3 Plus 
launched with 5.7-inch 
display

Facebook fined $122 
million by the EU over its 
WhatsApp acquisition

The next edition of Konami’s perennial FIFA competitor 
just got a release date: Pro Evolution Soccer 2018 
comes out on September 12th. This year’s version 
adds new online co-op modes and immersive touches 
alongside a UI overhaul. Best of all it’s also coming to 
PS3 and Xbox 360, which is great news for last-gen 
holdovers.

The game has integrated PES League across all 
its online modes, including new co-op dedicated 
to 2v2 and 3v3 matches with support for local 
guests.

(Source: Konami)

LG has launched a new smartphone in the US. Dubbed 
Stylo 3 Plus, the device is powered by Snapdragon 
435 SoC with octa-core 1.4GHz processor, and sports 
a 5.7-inch full HD display. RAM is 2GB, while internal 
memory is 32GB.

The handset features a 13MP rear camera and a 
5MP front shooter. It runs Android 7.0 Nougat, and a 
3,080mAh battery is there to keep the lights on. The 
phone also comes with a fingerprint sensor as well as 
stylus pen.

The LG Stylo 3 Plus is $225 mid-range phablet.
(Source: androidauthority)

Facebook has been under investigation over its acqui-
sition of WhatsApp in 2014 for some time now. When 
the EU approved the deal, Facebook claimed that it 
would be unable to make any connections between 
the Facebook and WhatsApp accounts of individual 
users. However, in 2016 announced it will be sharing 
user data with its new parent company.

 Long story short, the Commission concluded that 
Facebook provided misleading information on two 
separate occasions. This made it slap a fine on Zuck 
and company for a total of $122 million.

(Source: europa.eu)

Google concluded its I/O 2017 keynote, 
where executives led by CEO Sundar Pichai 
laid out the company’s future roadmap for 
Android, Google Assistant, Google Home, 
virtual reality, and much more.

Skydiving Google Glass-wearers, giant 
phone giveaways, and major hardware an-
nouncements no longer rule Google’s big-
gest annual conference. Instead, the com-
pany has settled into a pattern of releasing 
information about what it’s doing (and what 
it wants to do) for developers at I/O, instead 
of trying to wow consumers or the press.

You might call that boring, but that’s 
also a misguided notion, because there was 
much to glean from Pichai and the rest of 
the Googlers who presented onstage. So 
here are the 10 most important takeaways 
from today’s I/O keynote. 

 Android surpasses 2 billion month-
ly active devices

Android’s mobile dominance hasn’t 
stopped growing. CEO Sundar Pichai re-
vealed at the keynote’s start that the tally 
of monthly active Android devices now ex-
ceeds 2 billion. That includes smartphones, 
tablets, Android Wear devices, Android TVs, 
and any other number of other gadgets that 
are based on the operating system.

 Google Assistant can see and un-
derstand the world around you

Google Assistant can now analyze the 
world around you with the help of your 
smartphone camera. Using a technology 
the company calls Google Lens, the Assis-
tant will analyze your surroundings and dis-
play relevant content on your screen. You’ll 
see a restaurant’s rating when pointing your 
phone at the storefront, you can aim it at 
a flower and it will identify the species, and 
you can even pull up a band’s music or vid-
eos by pointing Lens at a concert poster. 
But the most useful example might be this: 
if you point Lens at Wi-Fi login credentials, 
your Android phone will be able to use that 
info to log on to that network. 

Google’s not the first company to try to 
add artificial intelligence to a smartphone’s 
camera. Samsung recently launched “Bix-
by Vision” on the Galaxy S8, a sight-based 
version of its own Bixby digital assistant, 
for example. And Snapchat (and now In-
stagram) are using low-level AI to apply 
goofy filters to your face. But Google’s of-

fering much more with Lens than just im-
age recognition, shopping, or face filters. 
And while Facebook is exploring similar 
computer vision efforts, Google is trying 
to do it sooner than later with Lens.

 Google Assistant comes to iPhone
Assistant is expanding beyond Android 

to iOS. Google Assistant will be a standalone 
app on iPhone and iPad, offering many of 
the same functions as what we’ve seen it 
do on Google’s own operating system. You 
don’t have to wait long to try it, either; it’s 
available starting today.

 Google Home turns into a phone
Like Amazon, Google is turning its 

smart speaker into a phone. Over the 
coming months, all Home owners will be 
able to place free calls to the United States 
and Canada. By default, Google uses a 
private number for this feature — but 
you’ve got the option of tying it to your 
own mobile phone number. The same 
goes for everyone else in your house, as 
phone calls support Home’s multi-user 
setup. Only outgoing calls will be available 
at launch, as Google is taking a cautious 
approach to avoid privacy headaches. 

 Home gets way more useful
Google’s smart speaker was already 

one of the best ones on the market, but 
the company announced a suite of other 
new features and updates beyond calling 
to Home that make it much more pow-
erful. Home is now going to be able to 
control HBO Now, Hulu, SoundCloud, 

Deezer, and more. Even better, Google is 
opening up access to Home’s Bluetooth 
radio, meaning you can treat it just like 
any other Bluetooth speaker. 

Home is also becoming more useful 
away from the device itself. Google showed 
off what it’s calling “visual responses.” Using 
Google Assistant, Home will now be more 
capable of directing the right information to 
the right connected screen. Say something 
like: “OK Google, show my calendar for to-
day” and Home can instantly display your 
day’s events on a Chromecast-connected 
TV. Ask Home for directions to a place or 
event, and it will send the directions right to 
the Google Maps app on your phone.

More than ever, this requires extreme 
commitment to Google’s products and ser-
vices, but that’s sort of the point — Google 

is betting it can bring all this stuff together in 
such an attractive way that you won’t think 
twice about buying (or ditching) your Ama-
zon Echo.

 Google Photos adds books and 
effortless sharing

Google Photos is getting a slew of great 
additions. The app will now recommend 
that you share photos you’ve taken with 
people that it recognizes as being in the 
shot. Google calls this Suggested Sharing. 
It’s also introducing Shared Libraries, which 
allow families to collectively add images to 
a central collection more easily. But Google 
is emphasizing control, here: you can share 
your entire photo library, share only from a 
certain date, or share photos that include 
certain things like your kids.

Digital backups are great, but what if you 
want physical memories? Google now offers 
printed photo books. Books can be creat-
ed directly on your smartphone. Google 
will even recommend books to you when 

it thinks a particular collection makes sense. 
Books are available beginning today for 
prices that start at only $9.99. 

 Standalone virtual reality headsets 
are coming

Google’s VR ambitions are expanding 
beyond Daydream’s current form, which in-
volves strapping your smartphone to your 
face. The company announced that upcom-
ing headsets from partners including HTC 
and Lenovo won’t require a smartphone 
or PC to power the user’s VR experience. 
You just put it on and it works. The headsets 
track virtual space with something Google 
calls “WorldSense,” powered by technology 
from its Tango augmented reality system. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t hear exactly when 
this standalone vision will become reality. 
Google just offers a vague “coming soon.”

 The first Android O beta is availa-
ble today

Google is launching its preview program 
for Android O, and the first beta is being 
released today. We’re still in the pretty early 
days of Android O’s development, so you 
shouldn’t install this preview on your every-
day smartphone. But if you’re dying to check 
out the big new features — improved notifi-
cations, picture-in-picture, and more — you 
can enroll a compatible Pixel or Nexus de-
vice and begin testing out Android O.

 Android Go is how Google will 
reach the “next billion” users

Bringing the “next billion” users online 
with smartphone technology has been a 
major focus for Pichai since he took over 
as Google CEO in 2015. Today, the compa-
ny announced one way it’s going to try to 
reach that goal: Android Go, a version of the 
mobile operating system built for entry-level 
devices that’s optimized for being used in 
data-restricted environments. 

Android Go, which is built on Android O, 
comes with a “rebuilt” set of Google apps 
that require less memory, storage, and data 
to run. Android Go also has its own version 
of the Google Play Store, which features 
apps that are best suited for the developing 
world (like YouTube Go). The OS is able to 
run on cheap smartphones with as little as 
512GB of RAM or less, and Google also built 
in a way for carriers to show users exactly 
how much data they’re using. Android Go is 
still an internal project, but Google sounded 
confident about it’s ability to take over where 
2014’s Android One initiative left off. 

 Google’s new AI chip could turn 
the cloud into its next Android

Pichai was quick to hammer home the 
point that his company’s future depends on 
artificial intelligence, specifically the machine 
learning techniques that let algorithms learn 
on their own and improve over time. This 
technology underpins everything from its 
Assistant and search to Google Photos and 
the AlphaGo system. During the opening 
remarks of the I/O keynote today, Pichai 
announced Google’s next-generation Tensor 

Processing Unit, a specially designed chip for 
machine learning that works on the compa-
ny’s TensorFlow platform.

This new TPU chip effectively makes 
building AI on Google’s platform 
incredibly fast and efficient, more so than 
with hardware and machine learning 
platforms used by competitors. With 
TPU and TensorFlow being optimized 
to work together, Google is effectively 
transforming its cloud computing platform 
into the Android for AI. This is a big deal for 
Google’s future. If the company can own 
the hardware and software used by the 
most cutting-edge AI researchers, it can 
stay at the forefront of the field and have 
its hand in every exciting advancement 
that machine learning, and every other AI 
breakthrough, yields in the future.

(Source: theverge)

The 10 biggest announcements 
from Google I/O 2017

10 hot titles of IT world

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed 
by savvy tech users:

Google has silently lifted restrictions on one of its 
YouTube features that many couldn’t have used 

until now: the ability to go live. Since the feature was added 
to YouTube, it was restricted to those YouTubers who had at 
least 10,000 subscribers.

Google has revealed that over 82 billion apps were 
installed from its Play Store last year, up from the 65 

billion figure that was reported for the year 2015.
A total of 24 manufactures have committed to the company’s 
wearable platform.

Gogoro and Bosch launch electric scooter-sharing 
service in Paris.

The companies will have 600 Smartscooters available for rent 
in the City of Lights.

WannaCry cousin uses your computer to mine Bit-
coins.

It might have already earned over a million by using victims’ 
PCs to mine for cryptocurrency.

Samsung’s QLED TVs are a dream for color cali-
bration nerds.

To get perfectly accurate settings, all you need is a $650 col-
orimeter. 

OnePlus 5 will feature DxO’s photography exper-
tise.

Renowned for creating the respected camera benchmark 
system, DxOMark, the company is now helping the phone 
maker create a world-leading camera for the upcoming 
OnePlus 5.

Mockup of Apple iPhone 8 shows us what the an-
niversary edition might look like.

The double-camera setup on the back panel is vertically po-
sitioned, and there are 2.5D glass panels employed on both 
the front and back of the device. Once again, the 3.5mm 
earphone jack is conspicuous by its absence.

LG and GE add Google Assistant support to fridg-
es, washers, ovens, and more.

Both companies are updating their existing lines of connect-
ed appliances so that they can be controlled through the 
Google Home and Assistant. Supported appliances including 
fridges, ovens, washers and dryers, an air purifier from LG, 
and an air conditioner and water heater from GE.

It’s called the Apple Watch, but it’s going to be 
more of an Apple Bracelet if these newly unearthed 

patent drawings are anything to go by! They imply Team Cu-
pertino is fooling around with “wearable, rollable, and fold-
able displays,” exploring the possibilities of OLED technology 
while searching for the next big thing.

Facebook has just revealed the new changes that 
will be added to its Messenger app in the coming 

days. If the previous update was about the various capabili-
ties inside conversations, the new one will bring some visual 
changes that are meant to make it easier to navigate across 
the app.
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Qualcomm can charge EVs 
while they’re moving
Qualcomm just showed off technology called dynamic 
electric vehicle charging (DEVC) that juices an EV via 
road-embedded wireless charging hardware while you’re 
driving. During the demonstration, two Renault Kangoo 
vehicles equipped with Qualcomm’s “Halo” DEVC receivers 
were charged simultaneously while moving down a 100 
meter test track.

Based on Qualcomm’s wireless electric charging (WEVC) 
tech, the track can charge vehicles driving at highway speeds 
in both directions (both in forward and reverse) at 20 kW 
max. If it works, the tech could be used in a system that lets 
you call a car using a smartphone, get picked up where you 
are and be whisked to your destination autonomously.

The track was built at Versailles near Paris by France’s 
Vedecom as part of the EU’s €9 million FABRIC project, which 
is testing DEVC feasibility as a means of EV range extension. 
There are 25 organizations tackling it, including automakers, 
suppliers and researchers from nine European countries, 
Qualcomm says.

The group isn’t the only one considering dynamic 
charging. Honda has also developed and tested a system 
that “enables dynamic charging with a charging power of 180 
kW while driving at a vehicle speed of 155 km/h (96 mph),” it 
said in a paper. The infrastructure costs would be a big barrier 
to the development of such a system, but could perhaps be 
offset by a user-pay system for electricity or other means.

(Source: engadget)

By Alireza Khorasani



An enormous amount of energy could be harnessed be-
neath the Alpine Fault Line where a massive supply of 
hot water reside. Energy can be tapped from this source 
like steam that rises from a from a Geothermal Plant at 
the South End of Salton Sea near California near Cali-
patria, California. The area is home to many Geothermol 
Power Facilities which create ‘clean’ energy by tapping 
the heat of the earth’s interior.

During one of the deep drill studies by researchers 
along the New Zealand Alpine fault line, the drillers 
stumbled upon a potential source of energy. The South 
Pacific Nation found hot water under the faultline that 
somehow puzzled researchers initially.

Underground hot water means volcanic activity ad-
jacent to the walls of heated water. But the absence of 
volcanoes is the reason for the confusion. Scientists, 
however, theorized that molten volcanic material must 
have seeped in through cracks and crevices creating the 
hot water under the New Zealand Alpine fault line.

 Potential source of energy
The New Zealand Alpine Fault Line discovery is a po-

tential source of energy that is harnessable and convert-
ible to electricity. The hot water found underneath could 

heat up homes and industries around the area like dairy 
farming. The Alpine fault line stretches across hundreds 
of miles which means that New Zealand could get an 
enormous supply of energy from this discovery.

Leading the study is Rupert Sutherland from the Uni-
versity of Victoria, published his findings in the journal 
“Nature.” Sutherland’s team are supposed to study and 
collect rock samples and put up equipment to monitor 
the area near the Franz Josef Glacier tourist destination, 
but are now measuring water temperatures as excite-
ment spills over the team on what they have found, re-
ports New York Daily News.

The discovery of this potential source of energy 
places New Zealand in the global economic limelight. 
The researchers have two theories on why hot water, 
measuring at 100 degrees on the surface abound un-
derground. One is the previous rattling of the crust that 
must have dislodged boulders carrying the caverns up 
the fault line causing hot water reservoirs to form. The 
other conclusion is transferred heat concentration when 
molten snow crept in caused by earthquakes and fo-
cused its heat to where the hot water supply is sitting 
right now., reports Tech News.

The New Zealand research team is now planning a 
way to harness the new energy discovery without harm-
ing the surrounding environment. Energy providers are 
no stranger in tapping energy from hot water as 15 per-
cent of New Zealand energy comes from geothermal 
sources.

(Source: The Science Times)

Dozens of scientists recently glued fake green caterpil-
lars onto plants around the world in an unusual study to 
see how the caterpillars’ risk of getting eaten varied from 
pole to pole.

Any ant, slug, lizard, bird or beetle that attacked the 
soft clay caterpillars left telltale bite marks that were later 
analyzed by a lab in Finland.

It turns out the risk of being eaten was eight times 
higher at the equator than close to the poles, according 
to a newly published report in the journal Science.

“I mean, it sounds kind of like child’s play, I realize,” 
says researcher Liz Nichols of Swarthmore College. “But 
this kind of massive, simple, standardized technique is 
really powerful when you can implement it at a global 
scale in a really well-replicated way.”

The idea for the study came when researcher To-
mas Roslin at the Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences was trying to use fake caterpillars to study 
predation risk in Greenland. He says it’s an old tech-

nique that’s been around for a long time. But he 
wasn’t having any luck — predators just weren’t at-
tacking the dummy caterpillars.

When he talked about his problem with his colleague 
Eleanor Slade at the University of Oxford, she told him 
she’d had a lot of success using them in rain forests in 
Borneo. The pair realized that a caterpillar ’s risk of be-
ing eaten might vary around the globe. And they fig-
ured they could find out by asking scientific friends, and 
friends of friends, to help with a little bit of fieldwork.

This is one of the very few dummy caterpillars at-
tacked at the northernmost study site at Zackenberg, 
Northeast Greenland. 

 Fake caterpillars
That’s why Petry was eager to be a part of the study. 

He was doing research in California when the fake cat-
erpillars arrived in the mail. He glued them onto plants, 
including cacti, then waited a few days. Then he carefully 
placed them into individual tubes, to preserve any bite 

marks in the plasticine clay, and mailed them back to the 
lab in Helsinki, Finland.

Nichols also got a box full of the fake critters, and col-
leagues helped her glue them on leaves at her research 
sites in Brazil.

All in all, nearly 3,000 dummy caterpillars were de-
ployed in 31 sites from the Arctic Circle to southern Aus-
tralia.

It turned out that not only was the risk of predation 
less at the poles, but also the risk decreased at higher el-
evations. “If you go up a mountain slope at the equator, 
you would find the same type of gradient — a decrease 
in the risk of getting eaten,” Roslin says.

The pattern was driven by small predators like ants 
rather than by birds or mammals. “It’s actually reinforced 
the idea that insects are far more important,” says Yves 
Basset, at the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in 
Panama.

(Source: npr.org)

Climate change is turning the white, fro-
zen tundra of Antarctica a bit greener.

An international team of researchers 
say the trend is the result of the “green-
house effect,” which is expanding plant 
growth on the continent. Their findings 
appeared Thursday in the journal Current 
Biology.

The scientists reviewed moss banks, 
finding that major biological changes had 
occurred over the past 50 years across 
the Antarctica Peninsula.

“If this continues, and with increasing 
amounts of ice-free land from continued 
glacier retreat, the Antarctic Peninsula will 
be a much greener place in the future,” 
said lead author Matt Amesbury, a re-
searcher with the University of Exeter in 
the United Kingdom.

While weather records began in the 
1950s, the moss bank presents biological 
records that can provide scientists a clear 
timeline of the effects of climate change.

The team reviewed data for the past 
150 years, which revealed evidence of 
changepoints – points in time after which 
biological activity plainly increased – over 
the past half century.

The “sensitivity of moss growth to past 
temperature rises suggests that ecosys-
tems will alter rapidly under future warm-

ing, leading to major changes in the biol-
ogy and landscape of this iconic region,” 
said co-author Dan Charman, also from 
Exeter. “In short, we could see Antarctic 
greening to parallel well-established ob-
servations in the Arctic.

“Although there was variability with-
in our data, the consistency of what we 
found across different sites was striking.”

The scientists say their data shows soils 

and plants will change dramatically even 
with only limited further warming. They 
plan to review core records that date 
back thousands of years in order to study 
the impact of climate change before hu-
mans contributed to global warming.

 Ice-free land
Increases in ice-free land also limit 

how much sunlight is reflected back into 
space, which results in more solar radia-

tion being a bsorbed by the surrounding 
waters.

As this trend continues, Antarctica 
might begin to warm at a rate similar to 
that of the Arctic, which has warmed at a 
rate of about 1 degree Fahrenheit a dec-
ade over the past 30 years. The average 
temperature of Antarctica has risen about 
0.33 degrees Fahrenheit over that period.

The stark differences in warming rates 
experienced at the poles primarily stem 
from average elevation, according to a 
separate study also published Thursday.

“I wondered why some of the reasons 
to explain Arctic warming have not yet 
caused strongly amplified warming in 
all of Antarctica as well,” said Marc Salz-
mann, the author of the study published 
in the journal Earth System Dynamics. 
“I thought that land height could be a 
game-changer that might help explain 
why the Arctic has thus far warmed faster 
than Antarctica.”

Antarctica is the tallest continent 
on Earth, with an average elevation of 
roughly 8,200 feet. Besides reflecting 
more solar radiation back to space, the 
continent’s landscape also affects how 
heat is transported in the atmosphere 
from the equator.

(Source: courthousenews.com)

Britain’s ash trees could be wiped out by 
an Asian beetle just as they begin to re-
cover from the devastating ash dieback 
fungus, scientists have warned.

In the latest State of the World’s Plants 
report, exerts at the Royal Botanical Gar-
dens at Kew said that the emerald ash 
borer beetle was on the march to Europe 
and could be even more deadly than ash 
dieback.

Chalara ash dieback, which is expect-
ed to kill 50 per cent of the country’s 120 
million ash trees, was first identified in the 
UK in 2012 but hope emerged last year 
when scientists discovered a tree in Ash-
wellthorpe Wood, in Norfolk, which was 
resistant to the disease.

But now experts fear the emerald 
ash borer could soon arrive in Britain 
and wreak devastation in a similar way 
to U.S. cities, where tens of millions of 
ash trees across 25 states have withered 
and died at a cost to the economy of 
$10 billion. It has already been found 
west of Moscow.

 Final nail in the coffin
Dr. Richard Buggs, head of plant health 

at Kew, said the beetle could be the ‘final 
nail in the coffin’ for Britain’s ash trees.

“There is a real chance that the emer-
ald ash borer could come to the UK. It’s 

currently devastating ash populations in 
America and it’s currently found around 
Moscow in Russia and research shows 
it is spreading towards Europe, so over 

the next few years we could see it enter 
Europe and spread through and find ash 
trees already weakened by ash dieback.

 

“It is has killed huge numbers of trees 
in America and they have a lot of avenues 
of ash trees in towns and some of them 
have been completely wiped out.”

It lays its egg on the bark of the trees 
and then the larvae burrow into the trees, 
eating into the green tissue beneath 
which supplies nutrients and water, until 
the tree dies. Trees which had survived 
hundreds of years can be killed in just 
a couple of years once the beetle has 
moved in.

 Adult beetles
Although the adult beetles only live 

for a matter of weeks, an individual fe-
male can travel six miles (10km) and lay 
in excess of 200 eggs during their short 
lives, so populations can swell and spread 
quickly.

Kew Gardens is currently working with 
the U.S. Forest Service test how suscepti-
ble British trees are compared to Chinese 
trees, which have a natural resistance to 
the pest. Worryingly they found that Eu-
ropean ash are unlikely to be able to fight 
off the beetle.

Experts believe it has been able to 
travel by hitching a ride on shipping 
crates, which have not been properly 
treated with pesticides. 

(Source: The Telegraph)

We need better Mars photos 
before we leave Earth
Efforts to survey the Martian landscape have delivered some 
pretty stunning results. Just last week, the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey published three maps and accompanying images show-
ing geological formations that, researchers say, could only be 
the result of abundant water. But the Curiosity rover can’t take 
aerial images and its drill broke last December (although it 
did recently scoop up a handful of sand for analysis).

The astronomers’ drone plan, published recently in Acta 
Astronautica, is to send a “small Mars system” that includes 
both a dust analyzer and a drone to the Red Planet. The 
drone would fly at a low altitude around the Martian globe, 
snapping pics of the entire surface.

The technology hinges on IRENE, an umbrella-like heat 
shield developed by the Italian Space Agency. 

Theoretically the shield will enable the drone to pass 
through the upper atmospheres of the foreign planet on its 
way down. The astronomers behind the drone-dust analyzer 
combo note its small size and low cost as potential advantag-
es compared to other missions to Mars now in development.

Meanwhile, studies investigating the basic necessities for a 
future human colony on Mars continue. 

Crowdfunders can support a campaign to fund research 
about what plants can be safely grown on Mars. That work 
is led by Dutch biologist Wieger Wamelink, who bears a 
strangely close resemblance to The Martian actor Matt Da-
mon, as evident in this video posted on Wamelink’s Facebook 
page dedicated to research about growing food on Mars and 
the moon. 

(Source: Newsweek)

New coral reef fish species 
shows rare parental care 
behavior
The vast majority of coral reef fish produce large numbers of 
young that disperse into the ocean as larvae, drifting with the 
currents before settling down on a reef. Giacomo Bernardi, 
a professor of ecology and evolutionary biology at UC San-
ta Cruz, studies reef fish that buck this trend and keep their 
broods on the reef, protecting the young until they are big 
enough to fend for themselves.

On a recent trip to the Philippines, Bernardi and his graduate 
students discovered a new species of damselfish that exhibits 
this unusual parental care behavior. Out of about 380 species of 
damselfish, only three brood-guarding species were known pri-
or to this discovery. Bernardi’s team had gone to the Philippines 
to study two of them, both in the genus Altrichthys that live in 
shallow water off the small island of Busuanga. 

“Immediately, as soon as we went in the water, we saw that 
this was a different species,” Bernardi said. “It’s very unusual 
to see a coral reef fish guarding its babies, so it’s really cool 
when you see it.”

Genetic tests on the specimens they collected confirmed 
that it is a new species, which the researchers named Altrich-
thys alelia (Alelia’s damselfish, derived from the names of Ber-
nardi’s children, Alessio and Amalia, who helped with his field 
research). A paper on the new species was published May 18 
in the journal ZooKeys.

EurekAlert

Game-changing solar 
panels that are cheap and 
can be printed
Despite places like Australia being bathed in sun, the cost of 
traditional silicon-based solar cells hasn’t inspired people to 
buy.

But what if you could make the technology cheaper and 
produce it at a higher scale? Some believe that printed solar 
is the way forward. 

Leading the charge is Paul Dastoor from the University of 
Newcastle in Australia and his team of researchers, who are in 
the final stage of testing his printed solar solution.

The University of Newcastle is one of only three sites in 
the world testing printed solar, which uses electronic inks to 
conduct electricity. These can be printed at “massive scale” 
by machines, meaning they could be used for speedy rollout 
across large areas. Handy, especially in times of disaster.

“It’s completely different from a traditional solar cell. They 
tend to be large, heavy, encased in glass — tens of millime-
ters thick,” Dastoor explained. “We’re printing them on plastic 
film that’s less than 0.1 of a millimeter thick.”

Dastoor said the printed solar panels outperform solar 
photovoltaics panels in low light, and could prove to be more 
cost-efficient than fossil fuels.

“One of the advantages of these materials is they gener-
ate more electricity at low light levels than conventional PVs 
(photovoltaics), so that means I don’t really care where the 
roof is pointing, I just put it on there,” he said.

“And what we’ve shown through a series of economic 
models is that we can get these devices printing such that 
they’re readily comparable with PV devices. In fact, we ex-
pect in a short period of time the energy we generate will 
be cheaper than that generated via coal-based fire stations.”

(Source: Mashable)
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New Zealand Alpine Fault Line opens new source of energy, researchers say

Scientists glued fake caterpillars on plants worldwide. Here’s what happened

Antarctica greening up as climate change takes hold

Asian beetle could wipe out Britain’s 
ash trees, scientists warn

Dr. Richard Buggs, head of plant health at Kew, 
said the beetle could be the ‘final nail in the 

coffin’ for Britain’s ash trees.
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Iranian turned out in large numbers 
on Friday to elect a president for 
another four-year term. Out of six 
candidates four candidates remained 
in the presidential race: Incumbent 
Hassan Rouhani, Ebrahim Raisi, 
Mostafa Hashemitaba, and Mostafa 
Mirsalim. 

However the main competition 
was between Rouhani and Raisi, the 
custodian of the holy shrine of Imam 
Reza (PBUH).

 Two competitors, namely Tehran 
mayor Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf 
and Vice President Es’haq Jahangiri, 
dropped out of the race in favor 
of Raisi and Rouhani respectively. 
Simultaneously, the people voted to 
elect new councilors for cities and 
villages.

  The election marked a new 
milestone in the history of the Islamic 
Republic as people from all walks of 
life with different persuasions voted 
enthusiastically for their favored 
presidential candidate or council 
candidates.

Incumbent Hassan Rouhani casts his votes in Tehran on May 19, 2017

Presidential contender Mostafa Aqa-Mirsalim casts his votes at a polling station 
in Tehran, May 19, 2017

Presidential candidate Ebrahim Raeisi casts his votes in Tehran on May 19, 2017

Presidential hopeful Seyyed Mostafa Hashemitaba takes part in twin elections 
in Tehran on May 19, 2017

Presidential 
election in 

photos
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Japan cabinet approves 
Emperor Akihito 
abdication bill
The Japanese government has approved a one-off bill that 
allows ageing Emperor Akihito to step down from the Chry-
santhemum Throne, in what would be the first such abdica-
tion in two centuries.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s cabinet signed off on the 
legislation on Friday, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga 
told reporters.

The bill will now be sent to parliament where it is expected 
to pass. 

“The government hopes for the smooth passage of the 
legislation,” Suga said.

Reports of the 83-year-old Akihito’s desire to retire sur-
prised Japan when they emerged July 2016.

Akihito, who has had heart surgery and prostate cancer 
treatment, said in rare public remarks last year he feared age 
might make it hard for him to fulfill his duties.

But current Japanese law has no provision for abdication, 
thus requiring politicians to craft legislation to make it pos-
sible.

The bill is one-off legislation that would allow only Akihito 
to step down, with no provisions for future emperors.

It also makes no reference to the controversial issue of 
changing the system to allow women to inherit the throne, or 
to stay in the imperial family upon marriage, Japanese media 
said, although political parties are discussing a separate res-
olution on the topic.

Both steps have been suggested as ways to deal with a 
shortage of male heirs and a shrinking pool of royals, a prob-
lem thrust back into the limelight this week with news that 
Akihito’s eldest granddaughter will marry a commoner, after 
which she must leave the royal family. 

There are only four heirs in the line of succession - Akihi-
to’s two middle-aged sons, Akihito’s brother, and Hisahito, the 
10-year-old son of Akihito’s younger son.

The status of the emperor is highly sensitive in Japan given 
its 20th century history of war waged in the name of Akihito’s 
father Hirohito, who died in 1989.

An abdication is not expected until at least the end of 
2018, according to reports.

(Source; Al Jazeera)

Sudan’s Bashir declines 
Saudi invitation to participate 
in summit with Trump
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, subject to an interna-
tional arrest warrant for suspected genocide, has declined 
an invitation by the House of Saud regime to participate in a 
summit with the United States President Donald Trump and 
other leaders in Riyadh.

“President Omar al-Bashir has apologized to King Salman 
of Saudi Arabia for being unable to attend the Riyadh sum-
mit,” a statement from Bashir ’s office carried by the official 
SUNA news agency said on Friday.

The House of Saud regime, which has arranged a summit 
of Arab leaders with Trump, had ignored the international ar-
rest warrant against Bashir, inviting him to the summit. Trump 
will be traveling to Saudi Arabia in his first overseas trip on 
Friday.

Prior to the cancellation, Sudan’s Foreign Minister Ibrahim 
Ghandour had said Bashir would take part in the summit and 
had voiced Khartoum’s eagerness for the “normalization of 
our relations with the U.S.”

Bashir has evaded arrest since The Hague-based Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant for him 
on July 12, 2010 for alleged genocide, war crimes, and crimes 
against humanity related to the 14-year-old conflict in Sudan’s 
Darfur region.

An earlier arrest warrant had also been issued for the Su-
danese president by the ICC in March 2009 for charges in-
cluding war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Bashir has strongly denied the allegations against him, 
dismissing them as part of a Western conspiracy to seize Su-
dan’s oil, gas, and other natural resources.

The armed conflict in the Darfur region of Sudan has killed 
as many as 300,000 people and displaced two million, ac-
cording to the United Nations (UN).

(Source: Press TV)

Republicans need to screw 
up their courage and tell 
Trump to go

 8  Republicans who have been incorrigible in their 
defense of the indefensible are suddenly showing glimmers 
of self-respect. On Tuesday night, Fox News, which performs 
the same function for this White House as RT (Russia Today) 
does for the Kremlin, was reporting that it couldn’t find any 
Republicans willing to defend Trump in public. Let us hope 
this is not just a temporary aberration, as was the case when 
the “Access Hollywood” videotape was released in October, 
with craven partisans first un-endorsing and then re-endors-
ing the g**ital-grabber.

No Republican should aspire to be known as the Rabbi 
Korff of the Trump administration — Baruch Korff was the 
Nixon diehard who was advising the president not to resign 
right up until the day that he actually did. Instead Republicans 
should aspire, as suggested by Tom Wright of the Brookings 
Institution, to be the second coming of Leo Amery.

Who was Leo Amery? He was the Conservative member 
of Parliament who in 1940 quoted Oliver Cromwell to Prime 
Minister Neville Chamberlain, the architect of appeasement: 
“You have sat too long here for any good you have been 
doing. Depart, I say, and let us have done with you. In the 
name of God, go!”

Trump has been in office only 117 days, but he has already 
overstayed his welcome. For the good of the country, he 
should resign before our new national nightmare gets worse.

(Source: The Los Angeles Times)

 1  According to the U.S. media, during 
Trump’s visit to Saudi Arabia agreements 
will be signed for the sale of another $100 
billion worth of advanced weapons, and 
apparently Riyadh will also invest a stag-
gering $200 billion on American infrastruc-
ture. These are basically a form of ransom 
and they go a long way towards meeting 
President Trump’s demand that Persian Gulf 
states should pay for the cost of American 
protection for them. 

 But President Trump and those 
around him are not only hostile to 
Iran, but are also extremely hostile to 
Islam and radicalism. How can a Saudi 
leader who calls himself “the Custodi-
an of the Two Holy Mosques” welcome 
a president who is so anti-Muslim?

A: This is another extreme irony of 
this visit. During his presidential cam-
paign, one of Mr Trump’s most publi-
cized policies was his ban on Muslims. 
In a famous broadcast, Mr Trump called 
for “a total and complete shutdown of 
Muslims entering the United States.” He 
strongly condemned “Islamic terrorism”. 
After becoming president, he moved 
very fast to implement his Islamic ban. 
He issued two executive orders banning 
immigrants or visitors from seven Muslim 
majority countries (later reduced to six). 
Even American courts have declared that 
those executive orders had nothing to do 
with terrorism, but were based on reli-
gious affiliation, which is contrary to the 
U.S. constitution. 

It is significant that no one from any of 
those countries had ever carried out a ter-
rorist act in America, while the majority of 
the 19 terrorists who attacked the United 
States on 9/11 came from Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE. So if the ban was about terrorism, 
the nationals of those two countries should 
have been the first to be banned. 

In order to defeat terrorism the most 

important point is to discover its causes 
and to eliminate them. If President Trump 
is serious about wanting to end terrorism, 
he should address the causes of radical-
ization, which unfortunately are mainly 
based on the intolerant, Salafi ideology 
that has been exported from Saudi Ara-
bia for decades. 

He should then look for the sources of 
funding for those militant groups and the 
mosques that have been built all over the 
region and even in Europe, preaching a 
message of hatred and exclusion. Persian 
Gulf states, especially Saudi Arabia, have 
been the main sources of funding for 
them. Thirdly, he should try to encourage 
those countries to change course and 
embrace human rights and democracy, 
something that he is very unlikely to do.

 Will this visit help Saudi rulers and 
the U.S. president achieve their aims?

A: I believe that both sides’ hopes 
are premature and unrealistic. First of all, 
as far as Saudi Arabia is concerned, it is 
grappling with massive economic prob-
lems, including a $100 billion budget defi-
cit. Furthermore, she has engaged in a 
costly and destructive war in Yemen and 
proxy wars in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and 
elsewhere. She is also going on a spend-
ing spree buying hundreds of billions of 
dollars worth of arms. 

Saudi oil revenue will in no way pay 
for all that extravagant spending. This is 
why, as the saying goes, the Saudis have 
started selling the family silver. Not only 
are they not content with huge oil reve-
nues, they are now floating the ARAMCO. 
Saudi Arabia is planning to sign oil-relat-
ed agreements with 12 US companies 
during President Trump’s visit. This level 
of the sale of the country’s chief asset 
is unprecedented and may give rise to 
some domestic opposition.

Saudi Arabia’s problem is not the lack of 
funds or weapons. It is a deficit of democratic 
legitimacy and the continuation of a feudal 
system that is totally at odds with modern re-
alities in the 21th century. It is ironic that Pres-
ident Trump arrived in Saudi Arabia on the 
day when a vibrant, noisy and competitive 
election was being held in neighbouring Iran, 
while he cozied up to some undemocratic, 
unelected feudal sheikhs. 

 What do you think U.S. priorities 
should be in the region?

A: I believe that instead of fuelling an 
arms race in the region, the president 
should try to work for greater stability 
that would benefit both the United States 
and the regional countries. 

1- He should try to bring about more 
democracy, as that is the most stable 
form of government.

2- He should try to resolve regional 
crises, above all the carnage in Syria and 
Yemen. This would require persuading 
those who are engaged in those wars to 
work for a peaceful solution.

3- He should try to resolve the 
long-lasting Arab-Israeli conflict in a 
fair and equitable way, not imposing a 
solution on the Palestinians who seem 
to have now been abandoned by most 
Arab countries. A one-sided solution 
based on domination might work in the 
short term, but it will only lead to more 
conflict in the future.

4- He should try to persuade the GCC 
countries to agree to a system of region-
al security that would include Iran and 
Iraq, as well as other regional countries, 
including Turkey and Egypt.

5- He should facilitate a dialog be-
tween Islam and the West, which cannot 
include a harsh and intolerant Salafi and 
fundamentalist version of Islam, but a 
moderate Islam that lives up to the best 
Islamic ideals of tolerance, respect for the 
followers of other faiths, peace, reconcili-
ation and respecting human rights. 

There are thousands of mosques in 
various Western countries. There is no 
reason why Saudi Arabia should not al-
low the building of a few churches in all 
Saudi cities where Christians reside, in-
cluding in Mecca and Medina.

6- President Trump should preach the 
equality of the sexes in a country where 
women play no role at all.

7- Instead of encouraging the Arab rul-
ers to spend their oil wealth on weapons 
as though there is no tomorrow, he should 
try to encourage them to move away from 
dependence on oil and to rely on sustaina-
ble economy, with clean energy.

These principles are in keeping with 
American values and will also be of the 
greatest help to Arab countries.

On the afternoon of May 1, the United States President 
Donald Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner, welcomed a 
high-level delegation of Saudis to a gilded reception 
room next door to the White House and delivered a 
brisk pep talk: “Let’s get this done today.”

Kushner was referring to a $100 billion-plus arms deal 
that the administration hoped to seal with the House of 
Saud regime in time to announce it during Trump’s visit 
to the kingdom this weekend. The two sides discussed 
a shopping list that included planes, ships and preci-
sion-guided bombs. Then an American official raised the 
idea of the Saudis’ buying a sophisticated radar system 
designed to shoot down ballistic missiles.

Sensing that the cost might be a problem, several ad-
ministration officials said, Kushner picked up the phone 
and called Marillyn A. Hewson — the chief executive of 
Lockheed Martin, which makes the radar system — and 
asked her whether she could cut the price. As his guests 
watched slack-jawed, Hewson told him she would look 
into it, officials said.

Kushner’s personal intervention in the arms sale is 
further evidence of the Trump White House’s readiness 
to dispense with custom in favor of informal, hands-on 
deal making. It also offers a window into how the ad-
ministration hopes to change America’s position in the 
Middle East, emphasizing hard power and haggling 
over traditional diplomacy.

The Trump administration is expected to frame the 
deal, worth about $110 billion over 10 years, as a sym-

bol of America’s renewed commitment to security in the 
Persian Gulf. But former officials pointed out that Presi-
dent Barack Obama, whose arms sales to the House of 
Saud regime totaled $115 billion, had already approved 
several of the weapons in the package.

“Both sides have an incentive to herald this as a new 
era in Persian Gulf cooperation,” said Derek H. Chollet, 
who served as assistant secretary of defense for interna-
tional security affairs under Obama. “I see this as largely 
continuity.”

What has changed, Chollet said, is that the House 
of Saud is now dealing directly with a member of the 
Trump family. “It’s quite normal for them to sit down with 

the son-in-law of a president and do a deal,” he said. 
“It’s more normal for them than any previous adminis-
tration.”

The White House and Lockheed declined to com-
ment on the call between Kushner and Hewson, or on 
the broader arms sale.

While Kushner ’s middle-of-the-meeting call to 
a military contractor was unorthodox, current and 
former officials said, it did not appear to raise legal 
issues. Lockheed is the sole manufacturer of the anti-
missile system, known as Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense, or THAAD. Instead, the episode was remi-
niscent of Lockheed’s decision in February to cut the 
price of F-35 fighter jets it was selling to the Pentagon 
after Trump complained to Hewson that the planes 
were too expensive.

Kushner, White House officials said, began building 
ties to members of the Saudi royal family during the 
transition. He was at the table when his father-in-law 
hosted the deputy crown prince, Mohammed bin Sal-
man, at a lunch in the State Dining Room in March. And 
he offered a strategic overview of the Saudi-American 
relationship at the meeting this month, according to an 
agenda obtained by The New York Times.

But officials emphasized that Kushner’s work on the 
deal was part of a government wide effort that includes 
the State Department, the Defense Department and the 
National Security Council.

(Source: NY Times)

Saudi Arabia has started policy of getting closer to America: professor

$110 billion weapons sale to Saudis has Jared Kushner’s personal touch

France and Germany prepare 
creation of an EU army after Brexit

European Union member states will pay 
for joint military ‘projects’ in a move pre-
viously opposed by Britain, a senior EU 
official has revealed. 

The cash would form part of Fran-
co-German efforts to develop a more 
integrated European defense to respond 
to threats on Europe’s borders.

Nineteen countries including France, 
Germany, Italy and Spain will start talks 
next month on the so-called Coopera-
tive Financial Mechanism, or CFM, which 
could be running sometime next year, 
said the Brussels official in a briefing to 
EU defense ministers.

Britain, which has voted to leave the 
bloc, had long opposed such defense in-
tegration, fearing the development of an 
EU army.

The fund, whose monies would be 
owned by national governments, would 
be the third part of a financing plan in-
volving a proposed research facility led 
by the European Commission, the EU ex-
ecutive, and money from the EU’s com-
mon budget for defense.

The amount of money in the fund has 
yet to be set and contributions would be 
voluntary, the official said, but it would al-
low countries to borrow from it as long as 
they repaid at a later date. The Commis-
sion could also pay into the fund.

“This is about liquidity. Too often, pro-

jects cannot get off the ground or are de-
layed because countries don’t have the 
money available,” the official said. “This 
would ring-fence funds especially for de-
fense.”

The steps, if agreed, would mark the 
biggest EU defense funding and research 
plan in more than a decade to reverse 
billions in cuts and send a message to 
the United States President-elect Donald 
Trump that Europe wants to pay for its 

own security.
EU defense ministers on Thursday 

discussed the wider defense plan that 
EU leaders will discuss in June to de-
ploy Europe’s troops to crisis areas or as 
peace-keepers abroad.

Proponents of the plan hope that new 
French President Emmanuel Macron’s 
strong European support will end the 
isolated way in which EU militaries work 
and avoid any duplication with the U.S.-

led North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO).

Defense research spending by EU 
governments has fallen by a third since 
2006, leaving the EU reliant on the 
United States for advanced fighting 
equipment.

Trump, who will meet EU leaders next 
week at a NATO summit in Brussels, un-
nerved European allies during his elec-
tion campaign by questioning whether 
the United States should protect those 
who spend too little on their defense.

Separately, the European Commis-
sion will propose in early June up to 
400 million euros (£340 million) from 
the bloc’s joint budget until 2020 to 
develop new European military equip-
ment and weapons, a second senior EU 
official said.

A pilot plan is set to get under way this 
year and the Commission could poten-
tially allocate 3.5 billion euros from the 
budget between 2021 and 2027.

The official said at least three EU states 
would have to propose a project to-
gether to apply for money from the EU 
budget, with one potential candidate be-
ing a European drone.

“This is the first time in the 60 years 
of EU history we are allocating common 
funds to defense,” the official said. 

(Source: agencies)
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Jose Mourinho has admitted that Wayne 
Rooney has entered a “very difficult” peri-
od in his career as he continues to ponder 
over his Manchester United future.

The 31-year-old is no longer a regular 
at Old Trafford, slipping down the pecking 
order this season and being used just 14 
times from the off in the Premier League.

Rooney turned down a move to the 
Chinese Super League at the turn of the 

year but, with offers still thought to be 
on the table from the Far East, the Eng-
land international may be tempted to 
bring his 13-year spell with United to an 
end in the coming months.

Mourinho acknowledges the predica-
ment Rooney faces, having also worked with 
Chelsea legends Frank Lampard and Didier 
Drogba in their latter years, saying that there 
is no easy way to deal with the situation.

“It’s very difficult because during my career 
I had this kind of situation of getting players – 
amazing players with amazing history – in the 
last period of their career,” he told Omnisport.

“When you get players in the last part 
of their careers, the players with the big 
history in the club – and I had that every-
where, I had that in Inter, I had that at 
Real Madrid, I had that at Chelsea.

“Frank Lampard, Didier Drogba, to 

have them – and in my case I had them in 
the best period of their career – and then 
when I returned the second time, I had 
them in their last period of their career. 
How difficult it is.”

Rooney became United’s all-time record 
goalscorer earlier this year when finding 
the net for the 250th time, surpassing Sir 
Bobby Charlton’s long-standing record.

(Source:  sportsmole)

Mourinho: Wayne Rooney situation “very difficult”

Alexis Sanchez and Mesut Ozil’s 
performances for Arsenal over recent 
weeks lead Arsene Wenger to believe 
they want to stay at the club.

The attacking duo are out of contract 
next year and are yet to sign reportedly 
lucrative terms to remain at Emirates 
Stadium.

Chile forward Sanchez has been 
extensively linked with a move, while 
Germany playmaker Ozil came in 
for sustained criticism for a series of 
anonymous displays during the Gunners’ 
February and March slump.

But a run of six wins from the past 
seven Premier League games has 
preserved Arsenal’s hopes of a top-four 
finish heading into the final weekend of 
the season, although Wenger’s men – 
who welcome Everton – need Liverpool 

to slip up at home to Middlesbrough.
Sanchez’s brace in Tuesday’s 2-0 win 

over Sunderland took him 23 in the 
Premier League this term and both he 
and Ozil have double figures in terms of 
goals and assists across all competitions.

“I don’t question the focus or 
determination because they turn up with 
strong performances,” Wenger told a pre-
match news conference as he rejected the 
suggestion that failing to qualify for the 
Champions League would be a decisive 
factor in either player’s future.”

He added: “No, because they are part 
of the results as well, like I am. First of all 
they are under contract and, secondly, they 
behave like they want to be at the club.

“They don’t behave like players who 
are disinterested in the future of the club.”

(Source: Soccerway)

Sanchez and Ozil futures don´t 
depend on Champions League

World number two Novak Djokovic ex-
pects Stan Wawrinka and Andy Murray to 
lift their game at the French Open despite 
failing to make an impact so far in the clay 
court season.

Murray lost to Fabio Fognini earli-
er this week in the second round of the 
Italian Open, while Wawrinka became the 
latest high-profile casualty at the event 
after suffering a straight sets defeat to 
American John Isner on Thursday.

Djokovic is wary of the threat Waw-
rinka poses at Roland Garros having 
lost to the Swiss in the final two years 
ago. He also expects Briton Murray to 
be ready despite five victories from his 
last 10 matches.

“Some top players come out and play 
their best when it’s most needed, which 
is grand slams,” Djokovic told reporters.

“I wouldn’t be surprised to see Waw-
rinka or Murray playing at a really high 
level in Paris, because I guess they are 
aiming to do that.”

“And it’s best of five and played every 
second day, which allows you to have 
more time to rest and recover, whereas 
in these tournaments...you play day after 
day after day, and it’s very intense for the 
body and for the mind and so forth.”

The Serb has recently picked up his 
form after conceding his number one 
ranking to Murray at the end of last 
season.

He defeated Roberto Bautista Agut 
6-4 6-4 to book his place in the quar-
ter-finals at Rome for the 11th consecu-
tive year, where he will face Juan Martin 
del Potro later on Friday.

(Source: Reuters)

Novak Djokovic expects Murray, 
Stan to shine

Guardiola insists diving ban 
is not necessary 
Pep Guardiola is unconvinced by the FA’s plans to ban divers ret-
rospectively, claiming technology would be a better innovation.

Guardiola claims raising refereeing standards is a bigger issue 
than clamping down on diving.

The Manchester City boss feels officials need technology 
to help them make fewer mistakes because the game has be-
come so fast.

“I think diving is not the most important thing to improve,” 
said Guardiola. “There are 
many other cases we can im-
prove.

“The referees, they know 
everything. They are the boss-
es in those terms.

“Sooner or later technol-
ogy is going to happen. The 
technology will help the refer-
ees to be more fair about what 
happens in the game to make 
less mistakes because there 
are a lot of mistakes.

“Football today is quicker, 
it’s faster. Before referees arrive 
to see a situation, the players 

are much, much faster that’s why they need technology.”
Guardiola does not believe the FA need to bring in a retro-

spective ban for diving.
When asked if he thinks it is necessary, he replied: “No. Be-

cause everybody makes mistakes. Are we going to review the 
referees? No. It sometimes happens.

“It doesn’t matter. My influence and my opinion don’t count. 
Whatever they decide, we’re going to accept and we’re going to 
accept the bans and the cases.”

(Source: Mirror)

IOC to discuss 2024/28 
Games report in June
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) will discuss a report on 
the possibility of awarding both the 2024 and the 2028 Games at 
the same time a month earlier than expected, it said on Friday.

Los Angeles and Paris are the only two cities left in the race 
for the 2024 Games and the IOC is eager to see no losers in this 
competition as four other cities dropped out, fearful of cost and 
size of the Olympics.

The IOC, which will award the 2024 Games in September, 
will discuss the report by its working group during an executive 
board meeting set for June 9, instead of its other planned exec-
utive board meeting in July, it said in a statement.

The working group, consisting of IOC Vice Presidents, was 
tasked with looking into awarding those two remaining cities the 
2024 and the 2028 Games at the same time.

The IOC said it would also receive a second report on the 
reform of the candidature procedure that will be applicable to 
the Olympic winter Games of 2026.

(Source: Reuters)

Pique is caught speeding 
as police halt the Spaniard 
behind the wheel
Barcelona’s La Liga title defence appears to be grinding to a 
halt and now centre back Gerard Piquehas been stopped in 
his tracks.

The 30 year old was pulled over by police on Thursday as he 
headed down the highway in Barcelona.

The defender was alleged-
ly fined for excess speed and 
reckless driving, which is like-
ly to result in six points on his 
driving license.

Pique didn’t look too im-
pressed behind the wheel as 
he also recovers from abdom-
inal complaint, which kept him 
out of Sunday’s 4-1 victory at 
Las Palmas.

Luis Enrique’s Catalan gi-
ants only have one La Liga 
game left to rescue their title 
bid, but remain three points 

behind bitter rivals Real Madrid in the standings.
Pique and his team-mates can still finish the season with sil-

verware, as they take on Alaves in the Copa del Rey final on 
Saturday May 27.

(Source: Mirror)

Barca star tells friends, ‘I 
wish I joined Real’
Intriguing rumors from the Daily Star via Don Balon claim that 
Barcelona star Neymar has recently told close friends that he 
wishes he had chosen Real Madrid rather than the Catalan 
club. Considering the number of sensational reports that have 
connected the Brazilian player to mega transfers to either of 
the Manchester clubs, this could be another rumor to fuel the 
transfer fire. After their disappointing performances against Ju-
ventus in the Champions League quarterfinals, Barcelona must 
now have some moments of self reflection. Their relatively stale 
midfield does not offer of the glorious futbol of their recent past 
when Xavi and Iniesta were the world’s best. 

Will Neymar see Barca’s dip as a reason to depart, or is he 
just experiencing the 20/20 of hindsight now that Real Madrid 
are playing in yet another Champions League Final? Their is no 
doubt that the Catalan directors will go enter the summer mar-
ket to find a solution to boost their midfield and regain their 
status among the top four clubs in Europe. But will they also 
have to convince Neymar to stay among interest from the EPL? 

(Source: calciomercato)

Liverpool legend Steven Gerrard has paid an emotional 
tribute to his former team-mate Xabi Alonso with a live vid-
eo message, ahead of the Spaniard playing his final ever 
game in professional football.

Alonso will retire at the end of the season following 
Bayern Munich’s final game of the campaign against 
Freiburg on Saturday, hanging up his boots after a ca-
reer which has yielded both World Cup and Champions 
League winning medals.

And to mark the special occasion Gerrard sent a video 
message to his former central midfield partner, played live 
on FC Bayern TV while Alonso himself watched on.

Bayern themselves also took the opportunity to pay a 
personal tribute to Alonso and team-mate Philipp Lahm in 
their final training session with the club, giving both players 
a round of applause while broadcasting the session live.

Speaking live from Liverpool’s Melwood training ground 
where the duo spent many years together, Gerrard could 
be seen sitting in full Liverpool team-wear, recounting his 
experiences of playing alongside Alonso.

‘What a special career and what a fantastic player. For 
me probably the most enjoyable partner throughout my 
career as a midfielder, the best passer of a ball I’ve ever 
played with,’ Gerrard began.

As Alonso watched on live, he could be seen breaking 
out into a modest laugh as Gerrard continued to talk about 
the accolades he won during a long career in football.

The duo then shared a smile as Gerrard noted his jeal-
ously of Alonso having won both the World Cup and do-
mestic league titles.

‘You deserve all the accolades you get... I’m very jealous 
of you having a World Cup winners medal, I’m very jeal-
ous of you having league winners medals in Germany and 
Spain,’ said Gerrard.

‘I couldn’t ask for a better midfield partner and when 
you left it broke my heart, but you’ll always have a special 

place in this football club and you’re always welcome to 
come and visit,’ Gerrard added.

As the tributes poured in, another special video from 
none other than Pep Guardiola arrived for Alonso, with the 
current Manchester City boss thanking the Spaniard for 
their time spent together in Germany. 

Guardiola and Alonso worked together for a short spell 
in Munich and the iconic boss took the opportunity to talk 
about the midfielder’s seemingly inevitable next step into 
football management. 

‘Xabi, thank you for having the courage to come to Mu-

nich for these two years together, I can’t wait to see you on 
the touchline coaching your teams, I’m sure you’ll take all 
the best bits from all the marvellous coaches you’ve worked 
with,’ said Guardiola.

Alonso is set to take to the field for the final time as a 
professional footballer against Freiburg in a double cele-
bration, as the team mark his career but also yet another 
domestic title.

Bayern have retained their crown in German football despite 
a strong challenge from newcomers RB Leipzig this season.

(Source: Daily Mail)

Yelena Isinbayeva will be removed from a key anti-doping 
position in Russia as she is a barrier to the country’s compliance 
with the World Anti-Doping Agency code, the body says.

The double Olympic pole vault champion, 34, has been 
critical of the punishment of Russian athletes over evidence 
of state-sponsored doping in the country.

She was one of those banned from taking part in the 
2016 Olympic Games in Rio.

Russia has until November to comply, or those athletes 
will remain suspended.

Isinbayeva, now retired, was not mentioned by name as 
the World Anti-Doping Agency (Wada) gave its latest update 
on Russia’s progress towards compliance on Thursday.

But after former Wada president Dick Pound referenced 
opposition within the body to her appointment in March, 
Rob Koehler, chair of Wada’s Compliance and Review 
Committee said: “As of 31 May, the person will be gone.”

On Friday, Russia’s deputy prime minister Vitaly Mutko 

was quoted by the R-Sport news agency as saying 
Isinbayeva “will definitely step down from her post”.

Wada also announced plans to introduce new powers 
that would allow it to ban individual national Olympic 
committees and international sport federations that fail 

to meet its rules.
Last year, the body recommended a blanket ban on 

Russian athletes from Rio 2016, but the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) left it up to individual sports’ 
governing bodies to decide.

The plans require approval from signatories - including 
the IOC - but Wada would like to bring it into effect in early 
2018, meaning it could feasibly ban Russia from the Winter 
Olympics if it deemed it necessary.

Speaking to the BBC, Lee Hee-beom, president of 
Pyeongchang 2018’s organising committee said: “We will 
maintain a clean Games.

“I understand Russia is doing an aggressive job in 
meeting criteria, and as long as they meet the criteria they 
can participate.

“I am hoping and I am confident that the Russians will 
participate. We welcome their participation.”

(Source: BBC)

Isinbayeva to be remonved from key Russian anti-doping role

Gerrard pays heartfelt tribute to 
Xabi Alonso ahead of his retirement 
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Weightlifter 
Mohammadreza Barari 
takes gold 
Iran’s Mohammadreza Barari took a gold medal in the 
men’s 105 kg weightlifting competition at the 4th Islamic 
Solidarity Games in Baku on Wednesday. 

Barari lifted the 175kg in the snatch and 220kg in the 
clean and jerk and won the gold medal for a total of 395kg.

Iraqi lifter Salwan Al-Aifuri claimed a silver medal by 
lifting a total of 391 kg.

The bronze medal went to Uzbekistan’s Ivan Efremov 
who lifted 376 kg in total.

In the men’s +105kg, Iran’s Homayoun Teymouri and 
Ramin Rabiei won silver and bronze medals with a total of 
414kg and 399kg respectively.

Gold medal went to Rustam Djangabaev from Uzbekistan 
who lifted 431kg.

On Monday, Iran’s Majid Askari won a silver medal in the 
69kg class with a total of 316kg.

Seyed Ayoob Mousavi also won a gold medal in men’s 
94kg with a total of 381kg.

(Source: iriwf.ir)

Iran’s Para athlete 
Mohammadyari wins 
gold medal
Iran’s Ali Mohammadyari claimed a gold medal in the 
men’s discus throw F56 at the 4th Islamic Solidarity Games 
in Baku on Wednesday.

Mohammadyari won the gold medal with a throw of 
43.08m.

His fellow Alireza Ghalenaseri snatched the silver medal 
in the event, throwing 42.70m.

The bronze medal went to Olokhan Musayev from 
Azerbaijan.

(Source: Paralympic.ir)

Taekwondo fighter Yousefi 
snatches gold
Mahdi Yousefi from Iran claimed a gold medal in the men’s 
-63kg taekwondo competition of the 2017 Islamic Solidarity 
Games in Baku on Thursday.

He defeated Alimzhan 
Serikbayev from Kazakhstan 
27-7 in the final match and 
won the gold medal.

The bronze medal went 
to Jordan’s Mohammad 
Assfour and Azerbaijan’s 
Mahammad Mammadov.

More than 3,000 athletes 
from 54 countries of the 
Islamic Solidarity Sports 
Federation are competing in 
21 sports at the Games.

The Baku 2017 Islamic 
Solidarity Games started May 8 and will last until May 22 
in Azerbaijan’s capital.

(Source: Azer News)

Greco-Roman wrestlers 
bag two gold medals 
Iranian Greco-Roman wrestlers Mohammadali Geraei and 
Yousef Ghaderian won two gold medals at the 4th Islamic 
Solidarity Games in Baku on Wednesday.

In the men’s 71kg class, Geraei defeated Kyrgyzstan’s 
Ruslan Tsarev 4-3 in the final match and won the gold medal.

Iraqi Taha Yaseen Dhabir Al Salihi and Rasul Chunayev 
from Azerbaijan jointly won the bronze medal.

In the men’s 80kg class, Ghaderian defeated Rafig 
Huseynov from Azerbaijan in the final match.

Turkey’s Burhan Akbudak and Algerian Bachir Sid Azara 
won the bronze medal.

(Source: Tasnim)

Valipour seizes men’s 3m 
springboard gold
Mojtaba Valipour from Iran snatched a dramatic men’s three-
meter springboard gold medal at the 2017 Islamic Solidarity 
Games in Baku on Thursday.

Valipour won the gold medal with an overall total of 
338.35 points.

Indonesia’s Aldiansyah Rafi finished in second place with 
332.40 points.

The bronze medal went to Dmitriy Sorokin from Azerbaijan 
who scored 331.25.

(Source: Tasnim)

The Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) Disciplinary and Ethics 

Committee on Wednesday ordered Persepolis FC (IRN) 
to play their AFC Champions League (ACL) Round of 16 
match against Lekhwiya SC without spectators. 

This is a result of spectator misconduct at the 
club’s ACL Group Stage match on May 8 against 
Al Wahda (UAE). Persepolis supporters lit a flare in 
the 88th minute of the match, putting safety in the 
stadium at risk.

After three spectator-related incidents in the 2015 

season, Persepolis FC were ordered to play one (1) 
match without spectators, suspended for a probationary 
period of two (2) years. As the current breach occurred 
within the probationary period, the order to play one (1) 
match with a full stadium closure automatically comes 
into effect. Persepolis FC were also fined USD10,000, 
the-afc reported. 

The disciplinary process was fast-tracked due to 
Persepolis taking part in the ACL Round of 16 next week. 
Persepolis FC will face Lekhwiya SC (QAT) on Tuesday 
May 23 at the Azadi Stadium in Tehran.

Persepolis to play Lekhwiya without 
spectators in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium 

The Bundesliga is about to get its first female referee. 
This comes after the German football association in-
cluded Bibiana Steinhaus on its list of match officials for 
the coming season.

Bibiana Steinhaus is one of four new Bundesliga ref-
erees that the presidency of the DFB (German football 
association) signed off at a meeting at the DFB’s head-
quarters on Friday.

“For every referee, man or woman, refereeing in 
the Bundesliga is the ultimate goal,” Steinhaus was 
quoted as saying in a statement posted on the DFB’s 
website. “I have worked very hard for this over the 
years and have suffered a few setbacks. So I am 
pleased that the referees’ commission has placed its 
trust in me. This shows that in refereeing it is perfor-
mance that counts,” she added.

The 38-year-old Steinhaus, who is a police officer in 
Hanover, also said that she knew that her performances 
would be under particular scrutiny among the public, 

especially early in her first season in the Bundesliga.
“I am used to this pressure and therefore I am 

convinced that I can quickly establish myself in the 
Bundesliga.”

“Bibiana Steinhaus has been one of the best female 
referees in the world and by performing consistently at 
a high level in the second division over the past few sea-
sons, she has proved that she is among the best referees 
(man or woman) in Germany,” said Ronny Zimmermann, 
the DFB’s vice president in responsible for officiating.

Steinhaus has refereed 80 matches in the Bundesli-
ga’s second divison over the past decade and has often 
been the fourth official in Bundesliga matches.  

Among the highlights of her career to date are refer-
eeing the final of the women’s World Cup in Germany in 
2011 and the final of the women’s Olympic tournament 
in London in 2012. She was also a referee at the 2015 
women’s World Cup in Canada. Steinhaus has been 
named as the referee of the final of the women’s Cham-
pions League in Cardiff on June 1.

(Source: Deutsche Welle)

Steinhaus becomes first female referee in Bundesliga history

The Islamic Republic of Iran 
confirmed their place in quarter-
finals of the AFC U-20 Futsal 
Championship as a 6-1 win over 
China saw them cement top spot in 
Group D with one game to go.

The victory was Iran’s third 
straight three-point haul in 
Bangkok, a fine run of form 
that has now set up a last eight 
showdown with either Uzbekistan 
or Lebanon.  

A Zhou Xu own goal after five 
minutes set Iran on their way at 

the Hua Mark Indoor Stadium, 
before strikes from Mohammed 
Jamebalani and Mohammad Taheri 
further strengthened their position 
going into half-time.

Hamidreza Karimi grabbed 
Iran’s fourth on 33 minutes, and 
despite Wang Jiahao finding 
the net for China, further goals 
from Mohammad Heidari and 
Hamid Ghahramani rounded off 
yet another scintillating Iranian 
display.

(Source: the-afc)

Iran stay perfect to ease past China and 
book place in AFC U-20 Futsal quarter-final

Iran suffered their 
third loss at the 2017 

Asian Women’s U-23 Volleyball Cham-
pionship on Friday.

The Iranian team were defeated 
against Chinese Taipei in straight sets 
(25–14, 25–14, 25–18) at the Mall Nak-
hon Ratchasima’s MCC Hall.

Sima Sedighi’s girls will meet Hong Kong 
on Saturday in the 5th-8th place play-offs.

Iran started the competition with a 
two 3-0 wins over Malaysia and New 
Zealand but suffered two defeats 
against Vietnam and Japan. 

The 2017 Asian Women’s U23 Vol-
leyball Championship is a biennial 
international volleyball tournament 
organized by the Asian Volleyball Con-
federation (AVC) with Thailand Volley-
ball Association (TVA).

The tournament, which is being held 
from May 13 to 21, serves as the Asian 
qualification tournament for the 2017 
FIVB Volleyball Women’s U23 World 
Championship in Slovenia from Sep-
tember 10 to 17. Only top two teams 
from the Asian meet will make the cut 
for the World Championship.

Asian Women’s U-23 Volleyball: Iran 
beaten by Chinese Taipei
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Azim Gheychisaz made history, 
becoming the first Iranian who has 

climbed the all 14 of the world’s highest peaks.
Gheychisaz climbed the peak of Mount Lhotse 

on Friday. 
The eight-thousanders are the 14 independent 

mountains on Earth that are more than 8,000 
meters (26,247 ft) high above sea level. All eight-
thousanders are located in the Himalayan and 
Karakoram mountain ranges in Asia. Their summits 
are in the death zone.

Gheychisaz, 37, has done all of those ascents 
without supplementary oxygen, without Hi-porters.

Only 36 other climbers in the world have 
documented their climbs to all 14 of the world’s 
highest peaks. The first mountaineer to make such 
an achievement was Reinhold Messner, in 1986.

Furthermore, four other Iranian summiteers 
Mahmoud Hashemi, Iraj Maani, Hossein Moghaddam 
and Saeid Mirzaei climbed Mount Lhotse.

8, 000 Meter Peaks (by elevation)  
Mount Everest, 8,850 m 
K2, 8,612 m 
Kangchenjunga, 8,586 m 
Lhotse, 8,501 m 
Makalu, 8,462 m
Cho Oyu, 8,201 m
Dhaulagiri 8,167 m
Manaslu, 8,156 m
Naga Parbet, 8,125 m
Annapurna, 8,091 m
Gasherbrum 1 (G1), 8,068 m
Broad Peak, 8,047 m
Gasherbrum 2 (G2), 8,035 m
Shishapangma, 8,013 m

Gheychisaz becomes the first Iranian to 
climb the world’s 14 highest summits



“Another Brooklyn” comes to 
Iranian bookstores

Misty peaks, verdant trees, fresh 
cherry pie: the real ‘Twin Peaks’

Iran’s “Light Sight” wins award 
at Fine Arts Film Festival

Will Smith brings fresh air of West 
Philly to Cannes jury

TEHRAN — Iranian 
director Seyyed 

Moslem Tabatabai’s short animation 
“Light Sight” has won the Best 
Student Film Award at the Fine Arts 
Film Festival (FAFF) in the United 
States.

Dozens of films from around the 
world were screened at the festival, 
which was held in Venice, California 
from May 12 to 13.

“Light Sight” is about a creature 
named M.E. who is fascinated by a 
white light outside its room. It tries 
to reach the light but there are 
obstacles in the way.

Dimitris Koutsiabasakos from 
Greece received the best director 
award for “Yannis Kastritsis: A Man 
and His Shadow” while “Innuendo” 
by Saara Lamberg from Finland was 
named best film.

CANNES, FRANCE (Reuters) —
Whooping with excitement and high-
fiving reporters, Will Smith looked like he 
was ready to have fun as a member of the 
Cannes Film Festival jury that assembled in 
this French Riviera resort on Wednesday.

“West Philadelphia is a long way 
from Cannes,” said Smith, referring 
to the scrappy neighborhood in the 
northeastern U.S. city where he grew up. 
“The Cannes Film Festival is the ultimate 
prestige in cinema.

“So I am excited to be here, more 
than anything to learn,” he told a news 
conference alongside other members of 
the jury that will decide which film wins 
the Palme d’Or award on May 28.

Jury president Pedro Almodovar, 
the Spanish director who has been in 
competition at Cannes four times, said he 
hoped to discover what he described as a 
cinematic miracle.

“What I hope is that we’ll all feel the 
real emotion experienced by the first 
people to watch Viridinia, La Dolce Vita 
or Apocalypse Now,” he said, naming the 
Palme d’Or winners from 1961, 1960 and 
1979.

“I hope we’ll be like those spectators 
who will bear testimony to this kind of 
miracle.”

The twice Oscar-nominated Smith said 
he had hesitated about accepting the 

invitation to be a Cannes judge when he 
realized it would take up two weeks of his 
time and would be spent mostly watching 
films.

“I was probably 14 years old the last 
time I watched three movies in one day!” 
he said.

Both Almodovar and Smith weighed 
in on the issue that has dominated 
conversations so far at Cannes - the 
inclusion in the competition of Netflix films 
that will be streamed to subscribers and 
not shown in movie theaters in France.

New platforms for film distribution 
must play by existing rules, he said, which 
in France means Netflix would be banned 
from streaming its films for three years 
after a theatrical release.

TEHRAN — American 
writer Jacqueline 

Woodson’s 2016 novel “Another Brooklyn” 
has recently been published by Kuleh 
Poshty Publications in Tehran.

Translated by Sahar Tavakkoli, the book 
tells the story of August, a young woman 
who is returning to New York to bury her 
father. 

On the way home, she remembers 
the first time she moved to Brooklyn from 

Tennessee after the death of her mother, 
when she was just a little girl.

SNOQUALMIE, WASH (Reuters) 
— Wind whistles through the Douglas 
fir trees dotting the Washington state 
horizon, the cascading waters of 
Snoqualmie Falls crash into a ravine 
and a freshly baked cherry pie sits 
atop the counter of the Double R 
diner.

Welcome back to “Twin Peaks”, 
the fictional small town from 
David Lynch’s ground-breaking 
1990 TV series about a murdered 
homecoming queen, which reboots 
Sunday on premium cable network 
Showtime after 26 years.

Those involved with the show have 
closely guarded details of the new 
season, but the spectacular scenery 
of Washington state is expected to 
play a starring role once again.

Twin Peaks isn’t a real town but 
many of the show’s locations can be 
found between Fall City and North 
Bend, off highway 90 east of Seattle.

“A sense of place is very important,” 
director David Lynch told Reuters. 
“You try to get the place to marry 
with the ideas, so we found these 
places and that’s Twin Peaks.”

Driving along the highway flanked 
by towering Douglas firs evokes 
the show’s opening scenes in which 
the esoteric FBI Special Agent Dale 

Cooper (Kyle MacLachlan) drives into 
Twin Peaks marveling at the trees, 
saying “they’re really something.”

A dense mist arises from the 
Snoqualmie Falls and blankets the 
grandiose Salish Lodge at the top of 
the waters, the exterior of Twin Peaks’ 
Great Northern Hotel, run by the 
duplicitous Ben Horne.

The vinyl booths of the Double 
R Diner in which the lovers of “Twin 
Peaks” canoodled, while the swivel 
stools where Cooper would sit and 
savor a slice of pie and a “damn 
good cup of coffee,” can be found at 
Twede’s Cafe in North Bend.

The locations became characters 
in “Twin Peaks”, harboring sordid 
secrets of drugs,  and dark 
supernatural forces in the wake of 
Laura Palmer ’s murder.

TEHRAN — Troupes from two plays 
announced on Thursday that they 

would offer free admission to people participating in 
the city council and presidential elections on Friday.  

In a statement published by Andisheh Mahan, 
the troupe said that voters can watch one of their 
performances of Bertolt Brecht’s play “The Resistible 
Rise of Arturo Ui” at Tehran’s Hafez Hall.

The play, which is being directed by Amir Dejakam, 
chronicles the rise of Arturo Ui, a fictional 1930s 
Chicago mobster, and his attempts to control the 
cauliflower racket by ruthlessly disposing of the 
opposition. The play is a satirical allegory of the rise 

of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party in Germany prior to 
World War II.

The cast and crew of “Simple Piece”, another 
play that is on stage at Tehran’s Baran Theater, also 
announced on Thursday their plan to offer free 
entry to the people who become eligible to vote 
this year.

The play that is being directed by Ali Hashemi 
depicts few days of the life of a young woman named 
Mehrnaz during the New Year celebration. 

Voters are allowed to entry the theaters by showing 
their birth certificates bearing this year ’s election seals, 
the troupes said.

TEHRAN — The 
renowned Iranian 

surrealist painter Iran Darrudi received 
the first Eternal Tile, which was 
embedded on the wall of her house 
in Tehran on Wednesday, the Persian 
service of IRNA reported on Friday.

The tile was installed by the Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 
Organization (CHTHO).

The tile bearing the name and titles 
of a celebrity is installed on the façade 
of his/her house. It also carries the year 
the artist began to live in the house.

The idea to install tile works on the 
houses of contemporary artists, literati 
and religious figures was initiated 
by the CHTHO Office for Inscription 
of Properties and Revitalization of 
Intangible and Natural Heritage.

“We aim to give identity to houses 
and put the spotlight on the value of 
different districts across the capital 
Tehran,” director of the office Farhad 
Nazari said at the ceremony.

“This is a big project and will include 
contemporary influential figures in the 
cultural arena,” he added.

The project has begun in Tehran 
and fifty figures have so far been 
recognized and fifty tile works are due 
to be installed, he remarked.

Darrudi for her part also said that 
she believes a special group has been 
gathered in the organization with 
Mohammadreza Kargar (the director 
of Iran’s Museums and Historical 
Properties Office) at the top.

The Tehran Municipality has allocated 
a large area for the establishment of a 
museum to embrace works by Darrudi. 
Construction has been underway since 
September 2016 in Tehran’s Yusefabad 
district, an expensive area in Tehran.

The 80-year-old artist said that she 
also wants her house to be turned into 
a museum. “I have been painting in this 
house for many years,” she said.  “Every 
part of this house and all its belongings 
have been prepared and designed 
based on my own personal taste”.

“I also want people to come and visit 
this house, the place I have lived and 
painted, and tell themselves we saw the 

one who says she is one of the happiest 
in the world,” she said.

Iran Darrudi was born in 1936. 
She studied art at Ecole Superier des 
Beaux-Arts in Paris, the history of art 
at the École du Louvre in Paris, stained 
glass at the Royal Academy of Brussels, 
and television direction and production 
at the RCA Institute in New York. 

She is also a writer, a filmmaker and 

an art critic.
Darrudi’s first solo exhibition was 

held in Miami in 1958 at the invitation 
of the Florida State Art Center. 

An exhibition featuring 207 of 
Darrudi’s masterpieces opened at the 
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art 
in May 2008.

A selection of her works was shown 
at Tehran’s Shirin Gallery in 2009.
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Painter Iran Darrudi gets 
first Eternal Tile
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Painting 
 A collection of paintings by 

Solmaz Tohidlu is on display in 
an exhibition at Seyhun Gallery.

The exhibit named “A-B” will 
run until May 31 at the gallery 
located at No. 11, 4th St., Vozara 
Ave.

 An exhibition of paintings by Mohsen Etemadifar 
is currently underway at Negar 
Gallery.

The exhibit entitled “Circle of 
Life” will run until May 24 at the 
gallery located at 33 Delaram 
Alley, East Roshanai St. in the 
Qeitarieh neighborhood.

 Paintings by Elham Fatemi 
are on display in an exhibition at 
Golestan Gallery.

The exhibition will continue 
until May 24 at the gallery that 
can be found at 34 Kamasai St. 
in the Darus neighborhood.

 An exhibition of paintings 
by Puria Nahai is underway at 
Elaheh Gallery.

The exhibition titled “The 
Earth” will be running until May 
28 at the gallery located at 47 
Golfam St., off Africa Ave.

Photo 
 Ayrik Gallery is showcasing 

a collection of photos by Bardia 
Molavi in an exhibition entitled 
“The Virgin Nature”.

The exhibit will be running 
until May 28 at the gallery, which 
can be found at Ayrik Center on 

East Ferdows Blvd. 

 Photos by Shahrzad Akbari, Sudeh Jebeli, 
Fatemeh Zare’, Narges Seidi, 
Mahya Nazari and four other 
photographers are on display in 
an exhibition at Dena Gallery.

The exhibit named “Wake, 
All of My Share from You” will 
run until June 2 at the gallery 

located at 4 Sussan Alley off Qarani St.

Calligraphy 
 Hepta Gallery is hosting an exhibition of calligraphy 

works by Hamid Toluifard. 
The exhibition titled “Mehr-

Bun” will be running until May 24 
at the gallery located at No. 3, 
Nikushahr Dead End, Iranshahr 
St., Karim Khan Ave.

WHAT’S IN ART GALLERIES

Theater troupes offering free admission to voters in Tehran

A scene from “The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui” at Tehran’s Hafez Hall

The renowned Iranian surrealist painter Iran Darrudi is seen with an Eternal Tile on the wall of her house in Tehran on May 17, 2017. (IRNA)

Twede’s Cafe, the location of the Double R Diner 
in the ‘Twin Peaks’ television series.

70th Cannes Film Festival - Opening ceremony 
and screening of the film ‘Les fantomes d’Ismael’ 
(Ismael’s Ghosts) out of competition - Red Carpet 
Arrivals - Cannes, France. 17/05/2017. Jury member 
Will Smith poses.  (Reuters/Jean-Paul Pelissier)

Suicide suspected in death 
of Soundgarden frontman 
Chris Cornell
NEW YORK (Reuters) — Soundgarden frontman Chris Cornell 
has died unexpectedly at 52, his publicist said on Thursday, and 
police in Detroit said they are treating the death as a possible 
suicide.

Seattle-born Cornell was found dead in the bathroom of his 
hotel in Detroit on Wednesday night, hours after the grunge band 
played a concert in the city.

“His wife Vicky and family were shocked to learn of his sudden 
and unexpected passing,” Cornell’s publicist Brian Bumbery said 
in a statement. He said the family would work closely with the 
medical examiner to determine the cause.

A Detroit police spokesman said officers were called to Cornell’s 
hotel around midnight by a friend of the musician.

“When officers went to the room they found Chris Cornell 
laying in his bathroom, unresponsive and he had passed away. We 
are investigating it as a possible suicide but we are waiting on the 
medical examiner to determine the cause and manner of death,” 
said Detroit Police Department spokesman Dan Donakowski.

He declined to give further details.
“What I look forward to the most -- because I tour so much, 

especially the last couple of years, by myself -- is the camaraderie. 
It’s what we missed when we weren’t a band,” Cornell had posted 
on Facebook on Tuesday. The band had been in the middle of a 
U.S. tour.

Soundgarden was one of the leading bands in the grunge 
music movement in the 1980s and ‘90s, releasing albums such 
as “Badmotorfinger” and the Grammy-winning “Superunknown,” 
which brought the band mainstream music scene success.

 Editorial Dept.: Fax: (+98 21) 88808214 — 88808895 
    editor@tehrantimes.com
 Switchboard Operator: Tel: (+98 21) 43051000  
 Advertisements Dept.: Telefax: (+98 21) 43051450 
 Public Relations Office: Tel: (+98 21) 88805807
 Subscription & Distribution Dept.: Tel: (+98 21) 43051603
 www.eshterak.ir  Distributor: Padideh Novin Co. 

   Tel: 88911433
 Webmaster: webmaster@tehrantimes.com
 Printed at: Kayhan - ISSN: 1017-94


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10
	page 11
	page 12
	page 13
	page 14
	page 15
	page 16

