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Splitting of 
ministries; another 
trial and error? 

With President Hassan Rouhani’s 
first tenure coming to an end, 
the administration has taken a 

decision for splitting three ministries in a 
bid to make them smaller and swifter. 

Earlier this month, the cabinet of 
ministers submitted a double-urgency 
bill in this regard to the parliament. 

If ratified, the Ministry of Transport 
and Urban Development will be divid-
ed into road and transport, and hous-
ing and urban development ministries; 
the Ministry of Industries, Mining and 
Trade will be split into industries and 
mining, and trade ministries; and the 
Ministry of Sports and Youth will be 
separated into sports ministry and the 
national youth organization.

The merger of the ministries of roads 
and transportation, and housing, or that 
of the two ministries of industries and 
mining, and commerce, both occurred 
in the fiscal 2011-12 within the frame-
work of the Fifth Five-Year Development 
Plan (2010-15) under the ex-president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The act, in line 
with policies of the Article 44 of the Con-
stitution, reduced the number of minis-
tries from 21 to 17. 

Now, after almost seven years, the 
Rouhani administration tries to undo 
the measure, saying that the proposed 
plan seeks a boom in the national 
economy via increasing job creation 
and stimulating production. 

However, having its own advocates, 
the administration’s decision has faced 
a stream of criticism. Because of the 
ongoing big discussions about the is-
sue, the focal point, here, will revolve 
around the split of the Ministry of In-
dustries, Mining, and Trade. 

Splitting or merging the ministry of 
industry from or with other ministries is 
not a new thing. 

In 1981-82, the Ministry of Mines 
and Metals was extracted from the 
then Ministry of Industry and Mines 
and about a year later, the Ministry of 
Heavy Industries was formed.   4

Doha yet to see 
demands from 
Riyadh and allies
Qatar has yet to see any demands 
from the House of Saud regime and its 
allies as they continue an embargo on 
the country, according to Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, 
Qatar’s foreign minister.

Kuwait is working to mediate the 
dispute between the Persian Gulf Co-
operation Council (PGCC) states that 
began nearly two weeks ago.

“So far Kuwait hasn’t received any 
demands from any GCC nations or 
even a list of the so-called accusations,” 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
said on Saturday in an interview with 
Qatar TV.

“We’re just confused about what 
these demands could be.”

“The fact that they don’t even have 
clear demands ready shows that all of 
their accusations are baseless.”

The House of Saud regime, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain, 
along with Egypt, cut diplomatic and 
transport ties with Qatar on June 5, 
accusing Qatar of supporting “extrem-
ism” and Iran - charges that Qatar has 
repeatedly denied.

The three Arab Persian Gulf states 
also ordered Qatari nationals to leave 
within 14 days, while Saudi, UAE and 
Bahraini citizens were also given the 
same timeframe to leave Qatar.

They later issued a list of 59 people 
and 12 groups with links to Qatar, alleg-
ing that they have ties to “terrorism”.

The list included several prominent 
Qatari charities that carry out life-sav-
ing work across the Middle East and 
elsewhere, including in Syria, Yemen, 
Sudan and Palestine.

Speaking in London on Friday, Adel al-
Jubeir, the House of Saud regime’s foreign 
minister, said his country was drawing up a 
list of “grievances” involving Qatar.

“I would not call them demands. I 
would say it is a list of grievances that 
need to be addressed and that the 
Qataris need to fix,” he said.

Jubeir did not detail what com-
plaints could be made, but added that 
they will be presented “very soon”.

The blockade has disrupted im-
ports of food and other materials into 
Qatar and caused many foreign banks 
to scale back their business with the 
country. (Source: Al Jazeera)
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Minerals 
exports at $1.02b
in 2 months

FIFA President Infantino 
congratulates Iran on 
World Cup qualification

Iran, UNDP extend 
co-op on Carbon 
Sequestration Project 

Art exhibit inspired by “ABC 
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Iraq’s al-Abadi to visit S.Arabia, 
Kuwait, Iran soon 
TEHRAN — Iraq’s 
Prime Minister Haid-

er al-Abadi will soon visit Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and then Iran as a reconciliato-
ry effort as the Saudi-led political and 
economic boycott of Qatar is escalat-
ing, according to Iraqi media outlets. 

No more details were available. 
Al-Abadi postponed a planned visit 

to Saudi Arabia last week to avoid taking 
sides in the rift between the kingdom and 
Qatar, Iraqi officials said on Thursday.

Wednesday’s planned visit was post-
poned “so that it would not be consid-
ered as supporting one side against 
the other”, Jabbar al-Abadi, a lawmaker 

close to the prime minister, told Reuters.
Iraq, which is driving ISIS militants 

out of their last bastion in western Mo-
sul, has tried to play go-between in 
the region. 

In January, Iraq’s foreign minister 
said he had carried messages between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia in a continuing 
attempt to curb a feud involving its 
two neighbors. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia have no re-
lations since the storming of the Saudi 
embassy in Tehran by an angry mob 
in January 2016 who objected to the 
Saudi execution of Sheikh Nimr al-
Nimr, a Shiite cleric.  2 

TEHRAN — An Irish professor of political 
sociology says Saudi Arabia’s support for ter-
rorism in the Middle East and the larger world 
is unquestionable.

“Saudi Arabia is clearly a sponsor of ter-
rorism in the region and globally,” Andy Sto-
rey tells the Tehran Times.

He says, “Saudi role in the formation of al- 
Qaeda is well established and its sponsorship 
of Wahhabi extremism an open secret.” 

Wahhabism derives its name from its found-
er Mohammed Ibn Abd al-Wahhab and is a 
strict form of Islam practiced in Saudi Arabia.

Prof. Storey blames the Saudi-inspired 
Wahhabi ideology and foreign military inter-
vention as the main drivers of terrorism in the 
Middle East and other regions. 

“Many forces are at work, but as well as the key 
Saudi role, long-standing foreign intervention has 
been a principal factor, especially repeated bomb-

ings and invasions by Western powers.”
 According to a new poll, an overwhelming 

majority of the British people agree with La-
bour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn that Brit-
ish involvement in foreign wars has put the 
public at greater risk of terrorism. The exclu-
sive ORB survey for The Independent found 
75 percent of people believe interventions 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Libya have made 
atrocities on UK soil more likely.

To put an end to terrorism, Prof. Storey sug-
gests, it is necessary to halt military interven-
tions in the Middle East and stop support for 

despotic regimes which sponsor terrorism. 
“From a Western point of view, the key 

change would be to stop bombing/invading 
the Middle East and wider region, and to end 
support for repressive sponsors of terrorism, 
especially Saudi Arabia,” the professor of po-
litical sociology maintains.

According to metro.co.uk, the violent 
message of terrorist groups like al-Qaeda 
and ISIS can be linked directly to Wahha-
bism, according to Princeton University Pro-
fessor Bernard Haykel.

“The Islamic State’s religious genealogy 
comes from ‘Jihadi Salafism’, a theological 
current that is very old in Islam that is quite 
literalist,” he tells the BBC.

“[Followers are] extremely rigorous, and 
condemn other Muslims who don’t share 
their theology. That gives them the hard edge 
when it comes to violence because they can 
justify it theologically,” Haykel says. 

According to the Huffington Post, Abd al-Wah-
hab himself is referred to in ISIS publications.

TEHRAN — Iranian and 
Chinese warships held a joint 

naval exercise on Sunday, IRNA reported.
An Iranian destroyer and two Chinese de-

stroyers participated in the war game, which 
was held in the eastern portion of the Strait of 
Hormuz and the Sea of Oman.

The Chinese flotilla included a support 
vessel and a helicopter as well. They had 

docked at Iran’s Bandar Abbas on Thursday, 
after leaving the Pakistani port of Karachi.

Iran’s Navy assigned its Alborz Destroyer 
and a helicopter to the exercise.

Some 700 Iranian navy personnel and 
about 700 Chinese servicemen took part in 
the exercise.

China’s Ambassador to Tehran, Pang Sen, 
accompanied his country’s sailors as they met 

Iranian officials.
Dozens of Iran-based Chinese nationals 

traveled to Bandar Abbas to welcome the 
servicemen, waving the national flags of the 
two countries.

Back in 2014, two Chinese warships 
docked at Bandar Abbas port to take part in 
a joint naval exercise in the Persian Gulf for 
the first time.

S.Arabia is main sponsor of global terrorism: Irish sociologist 

Iran, China hold joint naval exercise 

Iran’s annual GDP growth 
at 12.5%: CBI

TEHRAN — Iran’s 
growth of gross do-

mestic product (GDP), including oil 
sector, hit 12.5 percent in the previous 
Iranian calendar year 1395 (ended on 
March 20, 2017), the Central Bank of 
Iran (CBI) reported.

Iran’s GDP stood at 6.691 quad-
rillion rials (about $178.5 billion) last 
year, based on the market prices in 
fiscal year 2011-12.

The increase in production and ex-
ports of oil in 1395 contributes to the 
main part of the registered 12.5 per-
cent growth; however, excluding oil, 
the growth also recorded a positive 
trend. Accordingly, Iran’s economic 

growth, not including the oil sector, 
stood at 3.3 percent last year, up from 
-3.1 percent in year 1394.

The Statistical Center of Iran, the 
other Iranian official body that is in 
charge of releasing macroeconom-
ic data, has put the country’s non-oil 
GDP growth at 6.3 percent during the 
past Iranian calendar year.

According to the SCI’s recent re-
port, GDP growth, including the oil 
sector, touched 8.3 percent in the said 
period.  

The International Monetary Fund 
has forecasted that Iran’s real GDP 
growth is expected to rebound to 6.6 
percent in 2016-17.
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Portugal declares 
three days 

of mourning 
over deadly 
forest blaze

At least 62 people have been killed 
and dozens more injured in central 
Portugal in a forest fire that has yet to 
be controlled, according to the gov-
ernment.

Jorge Gomes, Portugal’s secretary 
of state for the internal affairs, said on 
Sunday that most of the people burned 
to death in their cars when they found 
themselves trapped by flames on the 
road between the cities of Figueiro dos 
Vinhos and Castanheira de Pera.   3

Qatar receives ‘verbal 
message’ from Rouhani 

  See page 2

Professor of political 
sociology blames 

Saudi-inspired Wahhabi 
ideology and Western 
military interventions 

as main drivers of 
terrorism.

Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani (L), and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
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TEHRAN — Reacting to recent an-
ti-Iran remarks by the U.S. chief diplo-

mat, secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Coun-
cil said American extremists and Islamic State are “two 
sides of the same coin”.  

“American extremists and Daesh (Islamic State) are 
two sides of the same coin, both seeking to negatively 
influence the country’s internal environment and make 
security issues a major concern for Iran,” IRAN quoted Ali 
Shamkhani as saying on Sunday.

“Unfortunately, today those who talk about stability 
and security in the region and international arena are 
the root and fruit of insecurity, evil, and promotion of 
terrorism,” Shamkhani added. 

In making the comments, Shamkhani was comparing 
the June 7 terrorist attacks in Tehran by ISIS and U.S. 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson who said on Wednesday 
that Washington’s policy about Iran is driven by relying 
on regime change in the country. 

Tillerson made the comments in a hearing on the 
2018 State Department budget before the House For-
eign Affairs Committee.

“Our policy towards Iran is to push back on this he-
gemony, contain their ability to develop obviously nu-
clear weapons, and to work toward support of those 
elements inside of Iran that would lead to a peaceful 
transition of that government. Those elements are there, 

certainly as we know,” Tillerson was quoted as saying in 
the session. 

The remarks drew strong reaction from Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry and political activists. 

“U.S. officials should worry more about saving their 
own regime than changing Iran’s, where 75% of people 
just voted,” Zarif tweeted. 

Also, Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qassemi 
said: “Since the 1950s, the United States tried to med-
dle in Iranian affairs by different strategies such as coup 
d’état, regime change, and military intervention.” 

These efforts have all failed, Qassemi said, add-
ing that the new U.S. government was “confused” and 
could be “easily manipulated by wrong information.”

Qassemi was hinting at the 1953 coup in Iran, dubbed 
TPAJAX Project by the CIA.

 On Thursday, the U.S. State Department declassi-
fied documents on the role it played in the 1953 coup 
against the democratically-elected government of Mo-
hammad Mosaddegh.

The 1,000-page “Foreign Relations of the United 
States, Iran, 1951–1954” provides information on the 
use of covert operations in Iran by the Truman and Ei-
senhower administrations.

The documents cover the period around the 1953 
coup d’état, which saw the overthrow of democratically 
elected Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh and the 
strengthening of the monarchical rule of Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi.

TEHRAN — Saudi 
coastguard officers 

have opened fire on Iranian fishing boats 
in the Persian Gulf, killing a fisherman, an 
act that the Iranian Interior Ministry has 
said is against “navigational principles” 
and the Foreign Ministry has called “un-
justified” and “illegal”.

“Two Iranian boats that were fishing 
in the waters of the Persian Gulf were 
pushed off their course by waves. There 
was shooting by Saudi border guards ... 
and one Iranian fisherman was killed,” an 

Interior Ministry official said.
The incident happened on Friday 

night, amid heightened tensions between 
the two countries.

“We are pursuing this matter to de-
termine if the Iranian boats had crossed 
the Saudi border or not, but the action 
of the Saudis does not comply with hu-
manitarian and navigational principles,” 
said Majid Aqababai, an Iranian border 
affairs official.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram 
Qassemi also told ISNA that “the move by 

Saudi Arabia’s coast guard to shoot this 
fisherman runs counter to the established 
principles of international law and was an 
inhumane measure.” 

Qassemi added that Iran would follow 
up on the investigation of the incident.

“Shooting at an unarmed small fish-
ing boat has no justification,” the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman lamented.  

Relations between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia worsened after a deadly human crush 
occurred during Hajj rituals in Mina, near 
Mecca in September 2015.

Islamic Republic officials blamed the 
incompetence of Saudi officials for the 
incident, which, according to Iran, killed 
4,700 people, including 465 Iranian na-
tionals.

Mutual ties deteriorated further when 
Riyadh executed prominent Saudi Shia 
cleric Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr in January 
2016. Saudi Arabia unilaterally severed its 
diplomatic ties with Iran after protests in 
front of its diplomatic premises in the cit-
ies of Tehran and Mashhad against Nimr’s 
execution.

1     Also, Baghdad has sought to 
help reduce escalating tension between 
the Saudi-led alliance and Qatar.

Saudi Arabia, along with the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain and Egypt, 
severed all diplomatic and trade relations 
with Qatar on June 5 for its ties with the 
Palestinian group Hamas and the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

However, recent remarks by other Iraqi 
officials have dimmed hope for al-Abadi 
to succeed. 

On Saturday, Iraqi Vice President Iyad 

Allawi said Qatar promoted a plan to split 
Iraq along sectarian lines, voicing support 
for the isolation of Doha by some Arab 
states.

“In Iraq, Qatar adopted a project simi-
lar to that of Iran; to split Iraq into a Sunni 
region in exchange for a Shi’ite region,” 
Allawi told a news conference in Cairo. 
“Unfortunately, some Arab states were 
silent when it came to Qatar.” 

Also, on Friday Allawi claimed Iran’s sup-
port to Shi’ite groups in Iraq is obstructing 
efforts to bridge the sectarian divide ahead 

of a parliamentary election next year. 
“Iran has been interfering even in the 

decision (making process) of the Iraqi 
people,” he told Reuters. “We don’t want 
an election based on sectarianism, we 
want an inclusive political process ... we 
hope that the Iraqis would choose them-
selves without any involvement by any 
foreign power.”

Iran rejects the allegations, and was 
the first country to reach out to the Ira-
qi people after ISIS ravaged through the 
country in 2014. 

U.S. extremism, ISIS ‘two sides of the same coin’, Iran says of Tillerson remarks 

Tehran says Saudi shooting of Iranian fisherman ‘unjustified’ 

Iraq’s al-Abadi to visit S.Arabia, Kuwait, Iran soon 
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Islamic rulers not 
chosen by people 
but God: Makarem 
Shirazi

TEHRAN — Grand Ayatollah Naser 
Makarem Shirazi has said that Islamic 

rulers are not chosen by the people but by God, adding 
that democracy is only for the West, Tasnim news agency 
reported on Sunday.

Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi was pointing to recent 
comments by President Rouhani who had said Imam Ali 
(AS) was elected as caliph by the people.

“He had read one page of Nahj al-Balagha (Imam 
Ali’s sermons and letters) and ignored the rest,” Ayatollah 
Makarem Shirazi said.

P O L I T I C S
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Washington 
defeated against 
IRGC: military 
advisor

TEHRAN — A military advisor to the 
Supreme Leader said on Sunday that 

Washington has suffered major defeats in the region 
against the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC or 
Sepah), Mehr news agency reported.

“On the battlefield, the Americans have figured out 
the operation and intelligence capabilities of the Sepah 
and have suffered major defeats [against it],” said Major 
General Yahya Rahim Safavi.

Rahim Safavi also said that the Islamic Republic will 
not trigger a war but should boost its military power just 
in case.

P O L I T I C S
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Water shortage in 
Iran is serious, vice 
president warns

TEHRAN — Vice President Es’haq 
Jahangiri has warned that “water 

scarcity in Iran is serious”.
In a tweet on Sunday, the vice president suggested 

that water consumption and farming must be reformed 
and “we must take care of the country’s water resources.”

Currently, about 92 percent of water resources are 
used in agricultural sector and this entails devising plans to 
promote water efficiency, the vice president suggested.

P O L I T I C S
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Iran, Algeria follow 
similar policies in 
the world: Zarif

TEHRAN — Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif has said that 

Iran and Algeria are following similar policies in the 
international scene, IRNA reported.

“Iran and Algeria are following similar policies in the 
international scene in order to strengthen cooperation 
among Islamic countries and Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) members,” Zarif said on Sunday in the Algerian 
capital on the first leg of his two-day tour of three North 
African countries.

He also expressed satisfaction over friendly relations 
between Iran and Algeria.

P O L I T I C S
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World should focus 
on country wherein 
women not allowed 
to drive: Zarif

TEHRAN — Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif has called on 

the international community to shift its focus from Iran, 
a democratic country, to a country - meaning Saudi 
Arabia - in which “women cannot drive”.

Zarif made the comments while speaking at the 
Oslo Forum held in the Norwegian capital, the Etemad 
newspaper reported.

He noted that there’s a country in the region in which 
people have not even seen a ballot box and women 
cannot drive. “So we should focus our attention on these 
issues,” the foreign minister insisted.

TEHRAN — The Qa-
tari Foreign Ministry 

confirmed on Sunday it has received a 
verbal message from Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani, giving no hint of the 
content. 

The official website of the ministry 
said: “HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al-Thani received Saturday a ver-
bal message from HE President of Islamic 
Republic of Iran Dr. Hassan Rouhani. 

“Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Arab-African Affairs Hossein Jaberi An-
sari conveyed the message, during a 
meeting with HE the Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
Al-Thani today.”

Talking to ISNA news agency on Sun-
day, Jaberi Ansari said the unannounced 
visit should not be taken to mean that 
Iran is acting opportunistically.  

“We have a long-term outlook. Re-
ciprocal visits have been and are being 
made between Iran and regional coun-
tries,” he said, adding, “The consultations 
aim to invite sides to practice restraint.”  

The Qatari emir and Rouhani ex-
changed views on bilateral and regional 
issues on May 28 in a phone call.

The message is the first since the Saudi-led 
siege of Qatar, a move which has brought 
Tehran and Doha closer to each other.

Saudi Arabia, along with the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrain and Egypt, 
severed all diplomatic and trade relations 
with Qatar on June 5 for its ties with the 
Palestinian group Hamas and the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

The Palestinian movement Hamas said 
last week that a delegation headed by its 
leader Ismail Haniyeh will visit Iran in the 
near future as the Saudi-led squeeze on 
its main supporter Qatar is expected to 
exacerbate. 

The delegation is scheduled to make 
visits to several other countries as well, the 
Hebrew language Walla quoted Osama 
Hamdan, a senior Hamad official, as saying. 

Also, the diplomatic moves came a 

fortnight after the four Arab countries 
blocked Qatar-based media over the ap-
pearance of comments attributed to the 
Qatari emir that praised Iran. 

The emir was quoted as saying: “Iran 
represents a regional and Islamic power 
that cannot be ignored and it is unwise to 
face up against it … It is a big power in the 
stabilization of the region.”

Qatar said hackers had taken over the 
website of its state-run news agency and 
faked the comments.

In a separate development, Bah-
raini Foreign Minister Sheikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed al-Khalifa told the Saudi-owned 
Asharq al-Awsat newspaper that the con-
ditions posed by the four countries for a 
resolution of the crisis were “crystal clear”.

“Qatar has to redress its path and has 
to go back to all previous commitments, 
it has to stop media campaigns and has 
to distance itself from our number one 
enemy, Iran,” he said.

The Saudi-led bloc of nations also cut 
off sea and air links with Qatar, ratcheting 
up pressure on the small country which 
is a major importer of food from Saudi 
Arabia and other neighboring countries 
through sea and its only land access to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The political impasse has caused re-
gional countries to align with each other 
differently. 

While the Syrian crisis has driven a 
wedge between Tehran and Turkey since 
2011, the rift between Arab monarchies 

have led them into an ad-hoc alliance 
that some believe represents the best 
chance to mend fences.  

Turkey and Iran back Qatar and have 
links with the Muslim Brotherhood. 

“Neighbors are permanent; geog-
raphy can’t be changed. Coercion is 
never the solution. Dialog is imperative, 
especially during blessed Ramadan,” Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
tweeted, reacting to the development.  

On June 7, Zarif made an unan-
nounced visit to Turkey, holding talks with 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
and his opposite number Mevlut Cavu-
soglu. 

Iran sent the first food cargo to Qatar, 
according to Iranian media outlets, on 
June 8.

On the sidelines of the Oslo Forum in 
Norway last week, Zarif told former UN 
secretary General Kofi Annan that Iran 
continues to send food to the besieged 
Qatar.

In separate remarks, Zarif also called 
for establishment of a regional forum 
to resolve differences, which has be-
come more necessary after tensions be-
tween Qatar and the Saudi-led group of 
countries that took action against Doha.

Also, the Turkish president voiced sup-
port for Qatar on Tuesday, saying he in-
tends to “develop” ties with the embattled 
state hit by sanctions from Saudi Arabia 
and its allies.    

“Let me say at the outset that we do 
not think the sanctions against Qatar are 
good,” Erdogan said in a speech in An-
kara. 

“Turkey will continue and we will de-
velop our ties with Qatar, as with all our 
friends who have supported us in the 
most difficult moments,” he added in ref-
erence to last year’s failed coup.

In a sign of support for the tiny Arab 
country, Turkey’s parliament approved 
a legislation on Wednesday, allowing its 
troops to be deployed to a Turkish mili-
tary base in Qatar.

Shamkhani says “American 
extremists and Daesh (Islamic 

State) are two sides of the 
same coin, both seeking 

to negatively influence the 
country’s internal environment 

and make security issues a 
major concern for Iran.” 

“Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Arab-
African Affairs Hossein Jaberi Ansari conveyed 

the message, during a meeting with HE the 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Abdulrahman Al-Thani today.”
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Army chief says Iran 
will hunt down ISIS 
‘wild dogs’ 

TEHRAN — The commander of Iran’s 
Army has said that terrorists will not 

dare to approach Iran’s borders, noting that the army will 
crush them if they do so, ISNA reported.

Major General Ataollah Salehi said on Sunday that as 
long as the Army is present near the country’s western 
borders, no terrorists can pose threats against the Islamic 
Republic.

He also referred to Daesh (ISIS) terrorists as “wild 
dogs” who will be hunted by the Iranian forces. “We will 
hunt down their masters as well,” he remarked.

Qatar says received ‘verbal 
message’ from Iran’s Rouhani 

Iran’s Jaberi Ansari (second left) delivers President Rouhani’s verbal message 
to Qatari officials on June 18, 2017. 



1     “The fire is still raging on four 
fronts,” he said, of which two were spread-
ing “violently”.

About 1,700 firefighters and 160 vehi-
cles were dispatched late on Saturday to 
tackle about 60 forest fires, which start-
ed in the afternoon in the municipality of 
Pedrogao Grande before spreading fast 
across several fronts.

“Unfortunately, this seems to be the 
greatest tragedy we have seen in recent 
years in terms of forest fires,” said a visi-
bly moved Prime Minister Antonio Cos-
ta, who declared three days of mourning 
starting on Sunday.

 Firefighting planes
The European Union said it would 

provide firefighting planes following a re-
quest from Lisbon.

“France has offered three planes 
through the EU Civil Protection Mecha-
nism and they will be quickly sent to assist 
the local emergency efforts,” said Christos 
Stylianides, European Union commission-
er for humanitarian aid and crisis man-
agement.

Dry thunderstorms could have been 
the cause of the fatal blaze, Antonio Cos-
ta, Portugal’s prime minister, said.

Portugal was coping with a severe heat 
wave on Saturday, with temperatures ex-
ceeding 40C in several regions.

“Unfortunately this seems to be the 
greatest tragedy we have seen in recent 
years in terms of forest fires,” said Costa.

“The number of fatalities could still 
rise,” he said at the Civil Protection head-
quarters near Lisbon.

“The priority now is to save those peo-
ple who could still be in danger.”

  Water-bombing planes
Meantime, Spain dispatched two wa-

ter-bombing planes on Sunday morning 
to aid the Portuguese fire service on the 
ground, Costa said.

He also said a period of national 
mourning would be announced shortly.

Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo 
went to the Leiria region to meet families 

of the victims, “sharing their pain in the 
name of all the Portuguese people”, he 
said.

Dozens of people who fled their 
homes were taken in by residents of the 
nearby municipality of Ansiao.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

The Russian Foreign Ministry said on 
Sunday that “anti-Cuban” actions recently 
announced by Washington were regret-
table and that Moscow confirmed its soli-
darity with Havana.

The ministry also said that the new 
approach toward Cuba by the United 
States administration resembles a “Cold 
war rhetoric”.

The U.S. President Donald Trump 
on Friday ordered tighter restrictions 
on Americans traveling to Cuba and a 
clampdown on U.S. business dealings 
with the Caribbean island’s military, say-
ing he was cancelling former President 
Barack Obama’s “terrible and misguided 
deal” liberalizing ties with Havana.

Speaking to Cuban-American exiles in 
Miami, Florida, on Friday, Trump ordered 
tighter restrictions on Americans traveling 
to Cuba and a clampdown on U.S. busi-
nessmen doing business with companies 
allegedly controlled by the Cuban mili-
tary.

“Effective immediately, I am cance-
ling the last administration’s completely 
one-sided deal with Cuba”, Trump said 
in Miami’s Little Havana on Friday. “Our 
policy will seek a much better deal for the 
Cuban people and the USA.”

There will be no lifting of U.S. sanctions 
against Cuba “until all political prisoners 
are free, freedom of expression and as-

sembly are respected, all political parties 
are legalized, and free and internation-
ally supervised elections are scheduled,” 
Trump declared.

Trump called Raul Castro’s government 
“brutal” and vowed to restore “freedom” 
to the island nation. “With God’s help a 
free Cuba is what we will soon achieve,” 
he said.

“It is best for America to have freedom 
in its hemisphere whether in Cuba or 
Venezuela,” he added.

“We will not be silent in the face of 

communist oppression any longer,” Trump 
told the Cuban-American crowd, includ-
ing Cuban-American Republican Senator 
Marco Rubio, who helped create the new 
restrictions on Cuba.  

Meanwhile, the White House an-
nounced plans to reverse parts of Oba-
ma’s historic restoration of ties with the 
Latin American country after a 2014 dip-
lomatic breakthrough between the two 
former Cold War foes.

However, the Trump administration 
left many of Obama’s initiatives, including 

the reopened U.S. embassy in Havana, in 
place.

The Trump administration had put the 
Cuba policy under review upon taking of-
fice earlier this year.

During last year’s presidential cam-
paign, Trump threatened to “terminate” 
deals that the Obama administration 
made with Cuba.

Obama worked to enact several 
changes to Cuban policy during his ten-
ure in the White House. He re-established 
diplomatic relations with Havana in 2015 
and loosened some restrictions on doing 
business in the country.

Obama also gave illegal immigrants 
from Cuba a path to legal status and 
opened travel to the island nation.

Despite Obama’s effort to improve 
ties, the Republican-dominated Congress 
has refused to lift Washington’s 57-year-
old embargo against Havana, which 
makes it illegal for U.S. corporations to 
do business with Cuba.

The United States broke off diplomatic 
relations with Cuba in 1961 and placed 
an official embargo against the country 
in 1962.

The two countries became ideological 
foes soon after the 1959 revolution that 
brought Fidel Castro to power and their 
ties remained hostile even after the end 
of the Cold War.            (Source: agencies)

Voters turned out in low numbers on Sun-
day in the second round of France’s parlia-
mentary election, where President Emma-
nuel Macron is expected to win a landslide 
majority that should allow him to embark 
on far-reaching pro-business reforms.

The vote comes just a month after the 
39-year-old former banker became the 
youngest head of state in modern French 
history, promising to clean up French 
politics and revive the euro zone’s sec-
ond-biggest economy. 

Macron’s centrist Republic on the Move 
(LREM) party is little more than a year old, 
yet pollsters project it will win as many as 
75 to 80 percent of the seats in the 577-
seat lower house.

Turnout, though, was on course for a 
record low, a sign of voter fatigue after 
seven months of campaigning and vot-
ing - and also of disillusionment and anger 
with politics that could eventually compli-
cate Macron’s reform drive.

Interior Ministry data showed turnout 
reached 17.75 percent by 1200 (1000 
GMT), its lowest ever at that time of day for 
a second round of parliamentary elections 
since at least 1997.

Macron cast his vote early in the morn-
ing in the seaside resort of Le Touquet 
before flying to a ceremony outside Par-
is to mark the anniversary of Charles de 
Gaulle’s 1940 appeal for French resistance 
to Nazi Germany’s occupation.

Polls show Macron is on course to win 
the biggest parliamentary majority since 
de Gaulle’s own conservatives in 1968.

Many of Macron’s lawmakers will be 
political novices, something which will 
change the face of parliament at the ex-
pense of the conservative and socialist 
parties that have ruled France for decades.

One of the challenges for Macron will 
be to keep such a diverse and politically 
raw group of lawmakers united behind 
him, as he sets out to overhaul labor rules, 
cut tens of thousands of public-sector jobs 
and invest billions in areas like job training 
and renewable energy.

“There has never been such a paradox 
between a high concentration of power 

and strong tensions and expectations in 
terms of changes,” Laurent Berger, head of 
France’s CFDT union, told the weekly Jour-
nal du Dimanche.

Macron’s rivals have urged voters not 
to stay at home, warning power would be 
concentrated in the hands of one party 
and democratic debate stifled.

Among Macron supporters the mood 
is very different, with an overwhelming 
feeling that the president needs to be giv-
en a strong enough majority to carry out 
the policies on which he was elected just 
over a month ago.

  Under pressure
The election is set to send shockwaves 

through the older parties, with their unity, 
and even survival, at stake.

The conservative The Republicans are 
expected to be the biggest opposition 
group in parliament. But polls see them 
securing no more than 90 to 95 seats out 
of 577.

Some Republican lawmakers could cre-
ate a separate group to back Macron on 
a case-by-case basis. Others may see a 
future firmly in the opposition. 

The Socialist Party, which ruled France 
until last month, faces a humiliating defeat, 
which could see them with no more than 
25 to 35 seats.

The election also spells trouble for the 
far-right National Front (FN), which is ex-
pected to win only one to six seats, when it 
had hoped to secure a “massive” presence 
in parliament. Its leader, Marine Le Pen, is 
expected to be among those who will be 
elected.

Far-left Leader Jean-Luc Melenchon is 
also seen winning a seat in parliament. But 
polls are unclear if his France Unbowed 
party will reach the 15-strong threshold 
required to be able to form a parliamen-
tary group.

Polling stations close at 6:00 p.m. local 
time (1600 GMT) in small and medium 
towns and at 8:00 p.m. local time (1800 
GMT) in Paris and other big cities. 

At that time, pollsters will give projec-
tions of the result and official results will 
start trickling in.               (Source: Reuters)
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Portugal declares three days of 
mourning over deadly forest blaze

U.S., allies sponsor ISIL: 
Adviser to Assad

A political and media adviser to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
has accused the United States and its allies of financing and arming 
the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group in 
a bid to tear the region apart and deplete its resources.

Bouthaina Shaaban made the remarks in a statement to jour-
nalists after meeting with visiting China’s Special Envoy for Syria Xie 
Xiaoyan and the accompanying delegation in Damascus.

While the U.S. and its allies sponsor Daesh, the alliance support-
ed by Russia and China stands against the expansion of terrorism in 
the country, Shaaban said.

Russian and China, two of the five veto-wielding permanent 
members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), have ve-
toed resolutions against the Syrian government that is battling for-
eign-sponsored terrorists since 2011.

There are UNSC resolutions, under which those responsible for 
committing, organizing and supporting terror acts as well as facilitat-
ing the movement of terrorists must be held accountable, but these 
motions have not been implemented at all, the Syrian official noted.

UNSC Resolution 2253, 
adopted unanimously in De-
cember 2015, covers asset 
freeze, travel ban, arms embar-
go and listing criteria for ISIL, 
al-Qaeda militants and “associ-
ated individuals, groups, under-
taking and entities.”

Elsewhere in her remarks, 
Shaaban said that the Syrian 
army and its allies had recently 
managed to reach the Syria-Iraq 
border and “dealt a severe blow 
to the terrorists” through unified 
efforts, underlining the impor-
tance of strengthening communication between the two neighbors 
in that regard.

Washington’s agenda intersects with that of ISIL, which serves the 
interests of Israel, she added.

The Syrian official also denounced as unjustified the United States 
deployment of rocket launchers to southern Syria and its attacks on 
the army positions.

Earlier this week, Russia said the U.S. had deployed the M142 
High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) launchers from Jor-
dan to its base in the Syrian town of At-Tanf, warning that the equip-
ment could be used against Syrian government forces.

In two occasions in June and May, U.S. warplanes attacked a Syr-
ian military position near At-Tanf, killing an unspecified number of 
people and causing some material damage.

The U.S. claimed that the Syrian forces who came under the at-
tack posed a threat to its forces in Syria.

The Syrian army denounced the assaults, saying they demon-
strated U.S. support for terrorism, at a time when the Syrian army 
and its allies were making gains against ISIL terrorists. (Source: SANA)

French Macron sets sights on huge parliamentary majority, voter turnout low

Russia criticizes U.S. for ‘anti-Cuban’ approach, says it sides with Cuba

Iraqi forces storm Mosul’s Old 
City in ‘last chapter’ operation 
Iraqi forces have stormed the northern city of Mosul’s Old City, the last 
bastion held by the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) 
terrorist group in the country.

The assault was announced by the military on Sunday, a day after 
the country’s battle to retake the city entered its ninth month.

Staff Lieutenant General Abdulamir Yarallah, who commands 
army operations in Nineveh Province, said Iraqi Special Forces, the 
regular army and Federal Police are taking part in the operation 
which began Sunday at dawn.

The Old City is home to the centuries-old al-Nuri Mosque, where 
ISIL leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi delivered a Friday sermon in 2014 
as his group declared a caliphate in the areas it controlled in Syria 
and Iraq. 

“This is the last chapter” in the Mosul offensive, said Lieutenant 
General Abdul Ghani al-Asadi, the commander of the Counter Ter-
rorism Service (CTS), which comprises crack forces.

Battle is especially hard in the district given its structure of in-
tertwined narrow passageways, where some 100,000 civilians are 
trapped and being used by the terror outfit as human shields. The 
Iraqi forces, hence, are trying to liberate the district house by house.

The Takfiri terrorists, meanwhile, have been shooting down civil-
ians trying to flee on foot or via the Tigris River, the United Nations 
has reported.

The ISIL terrorist outfit started its campaign of bloodshed and 
destruction against Iraq and Syria in 2014. The same year, it named 
Mosul and the northern Syrian city of Raqqah as its capitals.

Iraqi government forces regained eastern Mosul in January. A 
month later, they began the offensive on the western side.

Reports from the eastern side have depicted the situation as nor-
mal, with the civilians going about their daily business.

  (Source: Press TV)

Afghan police killed in 
Taliban attack in Gardez
At least five police officers have been killed after the Taliban 
stormed a provincial police headquarters building in eastern 
Afghanistan, according to the interior ministry.

Sardar Wali Tabasim, spokesman for the Paktia provincial 
police chief, said another nine officers and nine civilians were 
wounded in the attack in Gardez city.

Tabasim added that all five of the attackers were killed at 
the compound, which also houses the regional command for 
Afghanistan’s eastern provinces. 

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said in a statement 
that the group was responsible for the attack.

Al Jazeera’s Rob McBride, reporting from Kabul, said the at-
tack hit a “big target”. 

“This is a big police headquarters. It is a big target and the 
attack seems to have followed a fairly familiar pattern,” he said. 

“It seems there was a car bomb at the main gate, which 
opened a breach into the complex. Four or five attackers man-
aged to then get inside and conduct this attack.”

Since the beginning of their spring offensive in late April, Tali-
ban fighters have carried out a number of deadly attacks on the 
positions of the Afghan army and police.    (Source: Al Jazeera)
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TEHRAN — Iran’s 
minerals and mining 

industries exported $7.68 million tons 
of goods at the value of $1.02 billion 
during the first two months of the pres-
ent Iranian calendar year (March 21-

May 21, 2017),  IRIB news reported on 
Sunday. 

As reported, during the said time, 
Iranian mines exported $161 million of 
products, while exports of other miner-
al products stood at $52 million. Some 

$108 million of iron ore was reported-
ly exported, too. In comparison to the 
same period in the preceding year, the 
announced figures show 10 percent, 20 
percent, and 6 percent of growth, re-
spectively. 

Iran’s minerals and mining industries 
exports exceeded $7 billion in the pre-
vious Iranian calendar year 1395 (March 
2016-March 2017). The exports rose by 
38 percent and 17 percent in terms of 
weight and value, respectively.

1     In 2000-01, the ministry of Industry and Mines 
was merged with the ministry of Mines and Metals and 
the new Ministry of Industries and Mines was born. In 
2011-12, it was merged with the Ministry of Trade. 

Now, Rouhani’s administration which had also split 
the Management and Planning Organization into two 
different organizations, tries to undo the move.

Critics consider the split as a return to the past, say-
ing that the ministries have been merged to create a 
streamlined and efficient administration to embark on a 
structural overhaul including downsizing the government, 
eliminating unnecessary bureaucracy and creating a sin-
gle window to minimize confusion. 

They argue that increasing the number of ministries 
will not necessarily lead to a more developed econo-
my. Besides, widening the body of the government will 
increase the number of its employees and will promote 
bureaucracy as well. 

Moreover, they say the hasty decision about dividing 
ministries will impose heavy costs on the shoulders of the 
government, while the required budget for the measure 
has not been forecasted in the current year’s budget law. 

Some of the opponents even believe that separat-
ing ministry of trade from mine and industry is not in 
accordance with the country’s export-oriented targets 
and will increase the volume of imports. Returning to 
the previous situation will provide no specific benefits, 

they conclude.
Meanwhile, advocates of the plan express that what 

has been done back in 2011-12 was just an accumula-
tion of ministries but not their merge. They criticize that 
although some ministries were united to make the gov-
ernment more dynamic and faster, what has happened 
in reality is totally different. The government has not 
been downsized and the merging of ministers has just 
created new difficulties. 

They point out that the merging of the ministry of 
trade in the ministry of industry and mine has been basi-

cally a big mistake as the nature of trade is different from 
that of the other two. The act had a negative impact on 
the country’s trade, imports and exports, they say, add-
ing it has also faced executive affairs with new problems. 

Moreover, despite its preliminary goal, which was to 
transfer the responsibility of imports and exports to the 
private sector, no privatization has happened yet. The 
mergers have ended neither to higher productivity nor 
to smaller government.

As a matter of fact, merging ministries is regarded as 
one way of enhancing efficiency but it might also turn 
counterproductive. Therefore, any decision about merg-
ing or splitting ministries in regard to macro-econom-
ic goals, requires scientific and strategic studies and a 
planned roadmap. Trial and error is not a proper method 
of solving problems in this area. 

The advantages and disadvantages of splitting or 
merging ministries need to be very carefully weighed 
before taking any decision and putting it into action. 

As some experts suggest, the Rouhani administration 
better do some structural amendments to the present 
ministries than dividing them into new ministries. 

Although the nature of industry and mining is differ-
ent from that of trade, but they are seriously related to 
each other. Via preparing a new charter for the present 
ministry, the administration can reach its intended goals 
without imposing unnecessary costs, they suggest. 

A flood of Chinese bankers is changing the social fab-
ric of Hong Kong, as they rapidly expand their foot-
print in one of the world’s premier financial centres, 
even as Beijing struggles to tame the former British 
colony politically.

Twenty years after Hong Kong’s handover to Chi-
nese rule, scores of mainland professionals are filling 
the elite financial ranks of Hong Kong, while a series 
of lay-offs at Western banks has led to an exodus of 
expatriates.

The largest increase in mainland staff over the past 
decade has come in investment banks, with 80 per-
cent seeing an increase of at least 20 percent, accord-
ing to a 2015 Financial Services Development Council 
survey.

“It has a much better environment than Beijing 
where I used to work,” said Hong Hao, a managing di-
rector at BOCOM International, who has lived in Hong 
Kong for five years. “The food is good, and the tax 
rate is also good.”

Tax rates in Hong Kong are around 15-17 percent, 
while they can be as much as 45 percent in mainland 
China.

Chinese initial public offerings (IPO) dominate the 
Hong Kong market, the world’s largest IPO market in 
2016 when mainland offerings represented 80 percent 
of all new listings, according to Thomson Reuters data.

Hong Kong’s financial services industry accounts 
for 18 percent of the territory’s economy, compared 
with just 10.4 percent in 1997 when the city returned 
to Chinese rule.

 Expat customers fall 
Evan Zhang, a 26-year-old from Guangdong prov-

ince, is one of those new kids on the block in Hong 
Kong. For Zhang, one of the younger hires at CITIC 
Securities International, the increasing outward flow 
of Chinese capital in recent years is an opportunity.

“With Chinese people more willing now to allocate 
assets overseas, and overseas investors willing to in-
vest in China, I can play a go-between role to help 
them,” he said.

As top banks such as Goldman Sachs, UBS, and 
Bank of America trim their Asia headcount, businesses 
across Hong Kong have taken a direct hit.

Bo Innovation, a Michelin-star restaurant, said its 
Western expat customers fell roughly 10 percent in 
the last 10 years, according to owner and executive 
chef Alvin Leung. Mainland clients increased by about 
the same percentage, he added.

Western companies are also increasingly turning 
to more affordable locations such as Quarry Bay, at 
a time when Chinese companies are boosting their 
presence in the prime Central district, according to 
Tom Gaffney, a managing director at real estate ser-
vices firm CBRE.

The value of a typical expat package for middle 
managers in Hong Kong, has fallen by two percent 
in U.S. dollar terms over the past five years, while the 
value of their benefits has fallen five percent over the 
same period, according to consultancy firm ECA In-
ternational.

“I have seen an enormous change in the expat 
landscape and packages offered,” said Christine Davis, 
a manager at international relocation firm The Santa 
Fe Group who was an expat in Hong Kong in 1999-
2001 and again since 2011.

Everything was paid for by hosting companies in 
the past, she said, but now expat terms had been re-

duced “drastically”.
Hong Kong dropped two places to 13th in the 

world in HSBC’s 2016 Expat Explorer Survey, which 
measures various aspects of expat life.

 Eeasier to recruit 
The new expat environment is making its easier to 

recruit talent. Several Chinese brokerages, asset man-
agement firms, and a Big Four Chinese bank told Reu-
ters in recent months they intend to expand and hire 
more people in Hong Kong.

“When I first joined the company 14 years ago, we 
could barely recruit the right people as we couldn’t 
offer a good salary,” said Chen Shuang, chief execu-
tive of China Everbright Ltd, the Hong Kong invest-
ment arm of state-owned China Everbright Group.

“But now, it’s much easier to recruit top talent, even 
those from large Wall Street banks, which was unim-
aginable in the past.”

Some senior Chinese bankers, such as managing 
directors and department heads, now earn more than 
their Western counterparts, which offer compensation 
of about $1 million a year, including base salary and 
cash bonus, according to executive recruiter Bernard 
Yeo of Bo Le Associates.

On the flip side, junior Chinese bankers are typ-
ically paid 20 to 30 percent less than their foreign 
counterparts and enjoy a less generous package that 
excludes housing, school fees, and club memberships 
enjoyed by many Western expats, Yeo said.

The changing demographics of the financial indus-
try is reflected in the local economy.

Restaurants featuring provincial mainland Chinese 
cuisine, like Old Beijing restaurant and San Xilou, 
which offers spicy Sichuanese fare, are doing well, 
restaurant managers say. So are serviced apartment 
companies, English learning programs, and Audis, a 
popular car brand among Chinese.

In contrast,  Trattoria Doppio Zero, a popular Ital-
ian restaurant in the central business district, has seen 
over a 10-percent drop in its customers the last three 
years, said manager Jeffrey Ko.         (Source: Reuters)

Exports of 
foodstuffs up 10% 
in 2 months yr/yr

Iran to dispatch 
businesswomen 
delegation to China 
in late-July

TEHRAN — Iran could export $400 
million of foodstuffs during the first two 

months of the present Iranian calendar year (March 21-
May 21, 2017), Tasnim news agency reported on Sunday.

The announced figure shows a ten-percent growth 
in comparison with the foodstuffs exported in the same 
period in previous year, Iranian Industry Minister Moham-
madreza Nematzadeh was quoted as saying. 

TEHRAN — Iran-China Joint Chamber 
of Commerce is going to send a trade 

delegation comprised of Iranian businesswomen and fe-
male entrepreneurs to China on July 25-29.

According to the portal of Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) the visit is aimed 
for expansion of trade relations between the two countries.

The delegation is going to be hosted by Beijing Wom-
en’s Federation and Beijing Women’s International Centre.
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TEHRAN — Iran sold its 
light crude oil at $44.85 

per barrel in the week ended on June 9, 
with $2.09 decrease from its previous week, 
IRNA reported on Saturday.

Meanwhile, Iran sold its heavy crude oil 
at $45.95 per barrel in the mentioned week, 
down $2.39 from its preceding week.

The country’s heavy oil price was report-
ed $50.14 on average since the beginning 
of 2017.

Meanwhile, with $2.30 drop from its 
preceding week, Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC)’s basket price 
stood at $46.48 per barrel in the mentioned 
week.

Oil prices hit six-month lows last week; 
they went down more than 12 percent 
from late May when producers led by the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries extended a pledge to cut output 
by 1.8 million barrels per day (bpd) through 
March 2018.

OPEC and non-members led by Russia 
decided to extend cuts in oil output by nine 
months to battle a global glut of crude af-
ter seeing prices halve and revenues drop 
sharply in the past three years.

Iran sells crude oil at $44.85 
per barrel in a week
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Minerals exports at $1.02b in 2 months

Splitting of ministries; another trial and error? 

Chinese bankers flock to Hong Kong as expats retreat

Hammond says not deaf 
to voter weariness on 
spending cuts
British finance minister Philip Hammond said he was “not 
deaf” to signs of weariness among voters about the coun-
try’s near decade-long grip on public spending which has 
come under renewed criticism after a deadly fire in a London 
tower block.

Asked in an interview with BBC television whether he 
would push ahead with planned cuts of 3 billion pounds for 
funding of local authorities, Hammond said he would look 
again at the government’s proposals in the light of the gen-
eral election result when he announces his next budget in 
November.

Hammond said he already had wriggle room in his ex-
isting tax and spending plans and stressed he would not 
abandon the overall thrust of the ruling Conservative Party’s 
approach to fixing the public finances.

The government is seeking to turn Britain’s budget deficit, 
which was equivalent to 2.5 percent of gross domestic prod-
uct in the last financial year, into a surplus by the mid-2020s.

“We will look at all these things. Obviously, we are not 
deaf. We heard a message last week in the general election. 
We need to look at how we deal with the challenges that we 
face in the economy,” Hammond said.

“And I understand that people are weary after years of 
hard work to rebuild the economy from the great crash of 
2008-09 But we have to live within our means. And more 
borrowing which seems to be Jeremy Corbyn’s answer is not 
the solution.”

Opposition Labour party leader Corbyn attacked the gov-
ernment’s tight controls on spending ahead of the election 
which saw Prime Minister Theresa May lose her parliamenta-
ry majority.                                                 (Source: Reuters)

Putting all its eggs in 
CPEC basket will 
jeopardise Pakistan’s 
economy, warns IMF 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) said the outlook for Pa-
kistan’s economy was “favourable”, citing Chinese infrastructure 
investments among reasons for growth, but warned of risks to 
recent progress. 

Confidence in insurgency-hit Pakistan is growing, with the 
IMF saying last year that the country had emerged from cri-
sis and stabilised its economy after completing a bailout pro-
gramme. 

However the IMF warned in a report on Friday that macro-
economic stability gains have started to erode and could pose 
risks to the economic outlook. 

“Pakistan’s outlook for economic growth is favourable, with 
real GDP estimated at 5.3 percent in ... 2016/17 and strengthen-
ing to 6 percent over the medium term on the back of stepped-
up China Pakistan Economic Corridor investments, improved 
availability of energy, and growth-supporting structural reforms,” 
the report said. 

“However, macroeconomic stability gains .have begun to 
erode and could pose risks to the economic outlook,” it added. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif vowed to boost the long-de-
pressed economy after winning a third term in 2013. 

Encouraged- and undeterred by domestic debt of $182 
billion- Islamabad set an ambitious yearly growth target of 5.7 
percent for 2016/2017. The World Bank predicted 5.4 percent 
growth by 2018. 

Hopes are pinned on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, 
a $46 billion initiative by Beijing that aims to link the Asian super-
power’s Xinjiang region with the Arabian Sea through Pakistan. 

The plan encompasses a series of infrastructure, power and 
transport upgrades that Islamabad hopes will kickstart the econ-
omy. 

But experts say the deal is opaque, and much more transpar-
ency is needed before they can assess any impact for Pakistan 
-- including, for example, whether the $46 billion is an invest-
ment or a loan. 

According to Friday’s IMF report, Pakistan’s current account 
deficit has widened and is expected at 3 percent of GDP in 
2016-17 or mor than $9 billion, driven by fast rising imports of 
capital goods and energy.                 (Source: Economic Times)
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OPEC’s efforts to raise oil prices by bringing a three-
year-old glut to an end keep running into an uncom-
fortable fact — rival crude supplies are proving strong-
er than they ever feared.

In the past three weeks, since OPEC, Russia and oth-
er producers agreed to extend oil supply cuts for an-
other nine months, the price of Brent crude has fallen 
13 percent and is set to finish last week at the lowest 
level this year, near $47 a barrel.

While the countries involved in the deal — together 
representing more than 50 percent of world oil output 
— have cut as much as 1.8m barrels a day of sup-
plies from the market, their efforts just keep getting 
swamped.

The U.S. shale industry has been resurgent in 2017 
and is now expected to grow even faster next year. Oil 
stockpiles built up during the glut have been pulled 
from storage and demand, traders believe, has not 
grown as quickly as many expected.

Other countries like Brazil are also seeing output 
rise after investments made before the price crash from 
above $100 a barrel in 2014.

“In Opec’s minds, they have made the cuts and the 
market should be patient while stocks come down,” said 
Gary Ross, head of oil at Pira Energy Group, a unit of 
S&P Global Platts.

“[But] even by the end of the year, it looks to us that 
there will still be 150m-200m barrels of surplus inven-
tories.”

OPEC and its allies are now essentially in a race 
against time to show they can mop up the excess.

After falling in 2015 and 2016, U.S. shale oil pro-
duction is tipped by the U.S. Energy Information Ad-
ministration to hit a record next month of 5.475 million 
barrels a day — surpassing the peak hit two years ago 
before the full force of the price slump was felt.

The International Energy Agency last week said 
supplies from countries outside OPEC, led by the U.S., 
would grow faster than demand next year, meaning the 
glut of oil stocks is unlikely to dissipate in 2018 without 
further intervention by OPEC.

In the short term, OPEC’s efforts as yet just do not 
seem to be working fast enough for many traders. Oil 
has started to be stored on supertankers sitting off key 
oil hubs — a sign of acute oversupply at a time when 
demand is normally strong.

At least 5m barrels of crude are being stored in the 
UK portion of the North Sea, according to satellite 
monitoring and data compiled by TankerTrackers.com, 

which measures shipments.
More tankers have also appeared off Singapore, a 

key hub for storing oil at sea during times of oversup-
ply, as well as off producing countries in west Africa, 
which analysts at JBC Energy said was “a strong warn-
ing signal?.?.?.?during what should be peak refinery 
demand season”.

In an effort to curb the glut Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s 
largest exporter, has indicated it will send less crude to 
the U.S., where timely government data mean stocks are 
more visible and therefore tend to have a larger impact 
on trader sentiment.

But analysts believe OPEC also needs to curb supplies 
to Asia, the fastest growing region of global oil demand, 
to truly tighten the market — something many produc-
ers have been unwilling to do as they do not want to 

sacrifice customers in an expanding market.
In the meantime, traders will be watching to see if the 

growth in U.S. shale starts to show signs of slowing. But 
even if drilling stops expanding, a quick drop in supplies 
is by no means guaranteed.

So-called drilled but uncompleted wells, known in the 
shale industry as DUCs, have also risen to a record lev-
el. These can be rapidly brought on if producers need 
a quick boost to cash flow, potentially keeping supply 
buoyant even if drilling slows.

“Pervasive doubts over the oil market rebalancing will 
linger without confirmation that the supply overhang is 
waning,” said analyst Stephen Brennock, at brokerage 
PVM in London.

“Until such conclusive proof emerges, all bets are off.”
(Source: Financial Times)

Crude oil glut frustrates 
OPEC’s price control moves

UAE energy minister sees 
no need for extraordinary 
OPEC talks
The United Arab Emirates energy minister said on Saturday he 
saw no need for an extraordinary meeting of the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries ahead of regular talks in 
November.

OPEC holds its next regular meeting in Vienna on Nov. 30.
“No one is talking about extraordinary. We are at the begin-

ning of the agreement, I think we need to give it a little bit of time,” 
Suhail bin Mohammed al-Mazrouei told reporters in Dubai.

OPEC and non-members led by Russia decided on May 25 to 
extend cuts in oil output by nine months to March 2018 as they 
battle a global glut of crude.

Mazrouei also said he expected demand for oil to pick up in 
the third quarter of the year.

“The third quarter is coming and the holidays are coming and 
demand will pick up. This is typical - at the end of the second 
quarter every year, you have a slowdown.”

(Source: Reuters)

India needs $100 billion to 
reach its solar targets
India saw nearly $10 billion invested, both in 2015 and in 2016, in 
renewable energy projects. Last year, $1.9 billion of green bonds 
were issued. India’s solar targets alone need $100 billion of debt.

Posting in the Bloomberg View opinion section, columnist Mi-
hir Sharma, however, struck a slightly skeptical note.

“India is not like China, or the U.S., or Australia or Germany 
when it comes to meeting its Paris pledges,” he wrote. “In India, 
hundreds of millions of people still live without electricity — a 
big part of what keeps them desperately poor. India also has a 
shrunken manufacturing sector, partly because electricity is so ex-
pensive (relatively) and its supply so variable. No democratically 
accountable Indian government can ever favor an international 
agreement over fixing these two problems.”

Sharma added coal “looks bad” in India at the moment be-
cause “its economy is struggling and because it is so services-in-
tensive. Over the past few years, coal plants have used less and 
less of their capacity as growth has slowed.”

But, if India’s economy does take off, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi might indeed be faced with such a choice.

Modi — who as a chief minister decried climate deals as in-
fringing on Indian sovereignty — has already gone out on a limb 
and reversed decades of Indian climate policy in signing the Paris 
agreement.

If he’s ever actually confronted with that choice — one that’s 
much more real than the one Donald Trump faced — I wouldn’t 
be as sure as all the headline-writers that he won’t follow Trump’s 
lead.                                                             (Source: oilprice.com)

Supplies from countries outside OPEC, led by the U.S., would 
grow faster than demand next year, meaning the glut of 
oil stocks is unlikely to dissipate in 2018 without further 

intervention by OPEC.



Is America headed toward a 
constitutional crisis?

Asked about his hiring of a lawyer today, vice-president Mike 
Pence said, “It’s routine. It’s very routine.” President Trump ap-
pears to see matters differently. As Trump comes under scru-
tiny from Special Counsel Robert Mueller, he is going on the 
attack. In a remarkable tweet today, Trump himself confirmed 
that he is under investigation for obstruction of justice. “I am 
being investigated for firing the FBI Director by the man who 
told me to fire the FBI Director! Witch Hunt,” he stated.

The tweet was apparently not based on any communica-
tions from the Justice Department or Mueller, but simply sig-
nified that Trump was acting on the basis of information on 
Twitter and in the media. His tweet appeared to be aimed at 
Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein, who appointed 
Mueller after Attorney General Jeff Sessions recused himself 
from the Russia investigation. The question hovering over 
Trump’s tweet is whether it is the first step in a move towards 
firing Sessions, Rosenstein and Mueller. Given Trump’s ire over 
the multiple investigations, it would be wholly precipitous to 
preclude that he will not take such a move, but the conse-
quences could be cataclysmic for his presidency.

At the same time, Trump’s allies are depicting Mueller as 
an integral part of the so-called deep state that is intent on 
bringing the president down in one form or another. Former 
house speaker Newt Gingrich wrote a month ago that Muel-
ler was a “superb choice to be special counsel. His reputation 
is impeccable for honesty and integrity. Media should now 
calm down.” No longer. On Twitter, he took a different view: 
“Mueller is now clearly the tip of the deep state spear aimed 
at destroying or at a minimum undermining and crippling the 
Trump presidency.”

Speaking at the National Press Club today, he added that 
a president “cannot obstruct justice.” This was not the ap-
proach that Gingrich took toward Bill Clinton in December 
1998, where Article III of the impeachment proceedings that 
he spearheaded stated that Clinton had tried to impede, pre-
vent and obstruct justice. A slightly more subtle defense was 
offered by Karl Rove on June 15 in the Wall Street Journal. 
According to him, “It’s also far from clear Trump ordered any-
thing. His words were vague. A hope is not an order.” Rove 
added, “there is no evidence Trump acted with criminal pur-
pose — for example, that he was bribed to shut down the 
Flynn investigation, or that he was trying to hide some per-
sonal financial interest in Flynn’s financial lobbying.”

 Trump’s political adversaries
Currently, Trump’s political adversaries are focusing more 

closely on the issue of obstruction of justice than the issue 
of collusion. Trump himself called Comey a “nut job” and di-
rectly stated to NBC’s Lester Holt that he fired Comey over 
Russia, and would have done so regardless of any Justice De-
partment memo. Now congressional Democrats are gearing 
up for the prospect that Trump will fire Mueller and asserting 
that this would lead to impeachment.

But would it?
Impeachment would have to be launched by the House 

GOP. This seems like a dubious prospect —so far. James Antle 
of the Washington Examiner points out, “Even if Democrats 
were to take a 52 to 48 majority in the Senate next year, a big 
if, 15 Republicans would have to vote to convict him. Without 
solid proof of collusion, that’s not likely to happen.”

Right now, the special election in Georgia for the Sixth Dis-
trict congressional seat could be more significant for Trump 
than any of the congressional investigations. There, Demo-
crat Jon Ossoff, a thirty-year-old with an MA from the Lon-
don School of Economics, 
threatens to defeat Repub-
lican Karen Handel. The dis-
trict has voted Republican 
for decades. If the Demo-
crats win it, House Repub-
licans will begin to fear 
that a Democratic wave 
election could turn into a 
tsunami in 2018. Trump’s 
support in the base is criti-
cal for his political survival 
— a new Rasmussen poll 
has him at 50 percent, 
something that Trump cel-
ebrated today. Other polls paint a more sobering picture of 
Trump’s numbers.

According to the Washington Post’s Robert Costa, voters 
in Georgia are less focused on Russia than on Trump’s actual 
performance: “What they want is what they were pledged — 
more affordable health care, tax cuts, new roads and bridges, 
an economy that feels as strong as the numbers seem to 
show.” They would prefer that Trump dump the tweets and 
focus on governing.

In this regard, maybe the most important policy decision 
that he has made is to outsource strategic decisions about 
Afghanistan to the Defense Department. For now, some ad-
ditional four thousand troops, the department announced 
today, are headed to Afghanistan. This is not what Trump 
supporters voted for. If he heads further into Afghanistan, he 
may find that it becomes a military and political quagmire in 
addition to his current troubles.

(Source: The National Interest)
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It is worrying, too, that this sudden spike in civilian deaths 
coincides with the arrival in office of Donald Trump and his 

laissez-faire attitude to the U.S. military.

Now 
congressional 

Democrats are 
gearing up for 

the prospect 
that Trump will 

fire Mueller and 
asserting that 

this would lead 
to impeachment.

The arduous battle to defeat Islamic State (ISIL) appears 
to be entering its final stages in the group’s two main 
strongholds, Raqqa in Syria and Mosul in Iraq. Notwith-
standing a chronic lack of co-operation between myriad 
anti-ISIL forces, the caliphate promulgated by the ISIL 
leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi from a mosque in Mosul 
in 2014, is close to collapse. Many ISIL senior command-
ers have been killed. Terrorists are reportedly fleeing the 
combat zone (and heading for Europe). Now, Russia 
claims Baghdadi, too, may have died in an airstrike last 
month, although this is unconfirmed.

The long-sought victory over ISIL, while evidently wel-
come, is coming at a terrible cost. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, 
chief war crimes investigator on the UN’s independent in-
ternational commission of inquiry on Syria, said last week 
that U.S.-led coalition airstrikes were devastating Raqqa’s 
civilian population. “We note in particular that the inten-
sification of airstrikes... has resulted not only in stagger-
ing loss of civilian life, but has also led to 160,000 civilians 
fleeing their homes and becoming internally displaced,” 
Pinheiro told the UN human rights council in Geneva. The 
commission says 300 civilians died in Raqqa province in 
the three months to 31 May. About 200 of these deaths 
reportedly occurred in an airstrike in March on the village 
of Mansoura, to which many displaced families had fled.

 Operation Inherent Resolve,
The U.S.-led coalition, which includes Britain and 

France, says that Operation Inherent Resolve, the Pen-
tagon’s name for the campaign against ISIL in Syria and 
Iraq, has caused 484 civilians deaths in both countries 
since the beginning of February, up 60% on the preced-
ing period. But even this figure looks conservative. Latest 
estimates by Airwars, a UK-based independent watch-
dog, put the civilian death toll at 3,962 in both coun-
tries since the campaign began in 2014. The tempo of 
attacks around Raqqa also seems to be quickening, with 
about 35 coalition airstrikes launched on 15-16 June. A 
concomitant, sharp rise in civilian casualties is reported 
by Airwars, the UN and aid agencies, which complain of 
severe difficulties in reaching affected areas.

U.S. Central Command says the higher three-month 
total is largely due to a now notorious, single airstrike on 
an apartment building in western Mosul on 17 March. Its 
objective was to kill two ISIL snipers. To do so, a 500lb 
bomb was directed at the building. Unsurprisingly, it col-
lapsed, killing more than 100 civilians. The Guardian’s 
Martin Chulov described the scene five days later. “Wit-

nesses said close to 150 people had been in the home 
when it was bombed. Most locals interviewed said that 
people had willingly taken shelter. However, several also 
claimed that ISIL had urged fighters to use the home as 
a refuge,” he reported.

Troublingly, the U.S. military at first declined to ac-
knowledge responsibility for the 17 March tragedy. That 
has now changed, while alarm about the incident and 
rising civilian casualties in general is driving a more 
transparent, accountable approach. The U.S. has an-
nounced a doubling of the size of the team investigating 
reports of unintended casualties. This sounds reassuring, 
until it is realized that, until now, the team comprised 
only two full-time and two part-time personnel covering 
the entire Syria-Iraq theatre, where hundreds of airstrikes 
are mounted each month.

It is plain U.S. and British forces, and their allies, face 

challenging conditions in Syria and Iraq, operating in 
combat zones where margins of error are extremely thin. 
They are certainly performing a service to the world in 
extirpating the ISIL menace, even though their interven-
tion remains controversial in other respects. And there 
is little reason to doubt reports that ISIL fighters have 
repeatedly used civilians as human shields, part of their 
vicious brutalization of local populations.

It is worrying, too, that this sudden spike in civil-
ian deaths coincides with the arrival in office of Donald 
Trump and his laissez-faire attitude to the U.S. military. 
There is no equivalence between what is happening now 
in Raqqa and Mosul during the siege of Aleppo last au-
tumn. But the dreadful results on the ground, for civilians 
with the misfortune to be trapped under ISIL rule, look 
very similar. Put simply, they are dying to be liberated.

(Source: The Guardian)

In the battle against ISIL 

What on earth made President Donald 
Trump identify Qatar – with its longstanding 
relationship with the U.S. and host to 10,000 
American military personnel on the biggest 
airbase in the Middle East – as a “funder of 
terrorism”? Did someone misinform him of 
Qatar’s role in the region? Or was Trump 
embittered because, as Qatari businessmen 
are asking themselves, a real estate deal be-
tween the future U.S. president and Qatar’s 
rulers fell through in 2010?

Clayton Swisher, the investigative jour-
nalist who broke the Palestine Papers 
story in 2011 – detailing secret talks be-
tween the Israelis, the Palestine Author-
ity and the Bush-era U.S. Secretary of 
State Condoleeza Rice – says that Trump 
and his daughter Ivanka came to Qatar 
seven years ago. There, he says, they 
approached two senior Qatari officials 
for investment help. One was Hussein 
Al-Abdullah, executive board member 
of the Qatar Investment Authority. The 
other was Sheikh Hamid bin Jassem al-
Thani, a member of the royal family who 
was then prime minister.

Writing in the Huffington Post, Swisher 
says that the talks failed. Al-Abdullah was 
allegedly shocked at the way Trump pre-
sented his pitch for a distressed real estate 
fund, although Sheikh Hamid apparently 
heard him out – but no Qatari money 
was forthcoming. The QIA is the world’s 
second largest sovereign wealth fund with 
assets of $338bn (£265bn).

Swisher adds, however, that Ivanka 
Trump later returned to Qatar with her 
husband Jared Kushner seeking a differ-
ent real estate deal over Kushner’s 666 
Fifth Avenue property and that talks 
went on up to 2016. Swisher also be-
lieves – and says he has just found this 
out – that Kushner’s father Charles was 
in discussions with Sheikh Hamid, now an 
independent businessman and no longer 
prime minister, over funding, and sought 
$500m but that Qatar said Charles Kush-
ner would have to find $1.2bn from else-
where. These talks, according to Swisher, 
were going on until a few months ago.

If Trump has turned against Qatar – 
and no-one has yet explained why he 
should have done so – the tiny emirate 
has discovered regional friends it never 
knew it had. Oman is sending a fleet of 
merchant ships to carry food to Doha. So 
is Morocco. In the latter ’s case, King Mo-

hammed VI is seeking to suppress – ever 
so softly, as is his manner – widespread 
public demonstrations in and around Ho-
ceima in the Rif district of the country.

The uproar began after a fishmon-
ger was killed (with or without the help 
of the local police) and a popular politi-
cian arrested. The man’s death has eerie 
parallels with the individual deaths which 
lit the Tunisian and then the Egyptian 
revolutions. And as a cynical Qatari sug-
gested a few hours ago, the king’s gesture 
to Qatar could help his political popular-
ity at home. “It’s Ramadan – and [King] 
Mohammed’s gesture will be seen sym-
pathetically by the people,” he said. “He 
knew what he was doing when he de-
cided to send food to us.”

Another less ironic Qatari also pointed 
out that Turkey’s food imports are helping 
to ease the shortages in Doha. “We used 
to import from Saudi Arabia – but Turkish 
food is much better,” he said. Which might 
be true. Iran has also tried, rather artfully, to 
help Qatar by offering to open its airspace 
to Qatar Airways which can no longer over-
fly Saudi Arabia or the United Arab Emir-
ates. Kuwait, which helped to found the 
[Persian] Gulf Cooperation Council, doesn’t 
want the alliance it strived so hard to bring 
about to collapse. Hence Kuwaiti attempts 
to mediate.

Most intriguing, however, is Vladimir 
Putin’s reaction to the Qatar crisis. He 
quickly expressed his support for Qa-
tar – although avoiding any criticism of 

Saudi Arabia. And no wonder. For just 
days before almost all the [Persian] Gulf 
Arabs broke relations with Qatar, Saudi 
Deputy Crown Prince and Defense Minis-
ter Mohammed bin Salman – hero of the 
disastrous Yemen war – visited the Krem-
lin for talks with Putin. Ostensibly, these 
evolved around Syria and oil prices. But 
now Qataris, and no doubt Saudis, are 
wondering if bin Salman did not tell Putin 
of the crisis-to-come – and whether Putin 
warned the Saudis not to invade Qatar.

After all, it’s one thing for Putin to be 
accused of the violent suppression of 
“rebels” in Syria. Quite another if he can 
show himself to be the peacemaker of the 
Arab States of Persian Gulf.

(Source: Independent)

Did Trump denounce Qatar as a ‘sponsor of 
terrorism’ due to failed business deals?

Tiny emirate has found who its real friends are after it was so 
casually abandoned by U.S. President. But in Qatari business 
circles, there are fears the move was not so casual after all.

The coalition must address the worrying rise in recent months in deaths in the 
airstrikes on Raqqa and Mosul
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Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, by breaking off not only dip-
lomatic but also economic relations 
with Qatar, are likely to make it this 
time round far more difficult for the 
Persian Gulf state to resist pressure to 
change its controversial policies.

The stakes are far higher than when 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain 
withdrew their ambassadors from Doha 
in 2014 for a period of ten months, but 
failed to force Qatar to change its poli-
cies. Saudi Arabia and the UAE by now 
also breaking off economic ties are 
also seeking to disrupt Qatar ’s air, sea 
and land links and complicate its ex-
ports and imports, and particularly its 
food supplies.

The stakes are also higher given that 
Qatari fulfilment of Saudi and UAE de-
mands would humiliate the Persian Gulf 
state to a degree that it would become 
a vassal of its bigger Gulf brethren.

The demands are believed to in-
clude the muzzling if not closing of Qa-
tar-backed media, including Al Jazeera, 
the Arabic version of The Huffington 
Post and London-based Al Araby Al 
Jadid and Middle East Eye. Saudi Ara-
bia ordered the closure of Al Jazeera’s 
bureau in the kingdom.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are also 
seeking the expulsion of all leaders of 
the Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas, 
the Palestinian group that controls the 
Gaza Strip, as well as Azmi Bishara, a 
close associate of Qatari emir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, who heads 
the Doha Institute.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are fur-
ther demanding that Qatar limit its 
relations with Iran to economic ties 
based on the fact that it shares the 
world’s largest gas field with the Islam-
ic Republic.

Fueling the hard line against Qatar 
is fury over the Persian Gulf state’s al-
leged payment of a $1 billion ransom 
to an Al-Qaeda affiliate in Syria and 
Iranian security officials for the release 
of 26 members of the Qatari royal fam-
ily and about 50 militants captured by 
jihadis in Syria. The Qatari royals were 
kidnapped in December 2015 while on 
a falcon hunt in southern Iraq.

By targeting food supplies, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE are testing Sheikh 
Tamim’s mettle and seeking to engineer 
a situation that potentially would be 
conducive to his replacement if he fails 
to bow to Saudi and UAE demands. 
Various media reports have already 
suggested that the two states may be 
gunning for his removal as emir.

Qatar ’s ability to resist the Saudi and 
UAE pressure is likely to be determined 
by how the United States responds to 
the crisis, to what extent Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE seek to force third parties 
to abide by their boycott, and whether 
Qatar can maintain food supplies and 
ensure that prices don’t go through the 
roof.

Trade sources said that Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE had halted their exports 
to Qatar of white sugar. Consumption 
of sugar in the Gulf state, like elsewhere 
in the Muslim world, is highest during 
the current holy month of Ramadan. 
Qatar imports an average of 100,000 
tons of white sugar a year.

Panicked Qataris rushed Monday to 
supermarkets to hoard food and wa-

ter supplies after news broke that their 
country’s frontier with Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar ’s only land border, had been 
closed.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE account-
ed for roughly one third of Qatar ’s 
$1.05 billion of food imports in 2015. 
Much of the imports, especially dairy 
products, came over the Saudi land 
border.

As food trucks reportedly lined up 
at the closed Saudi border with Qa-
tar, Iran’s Fars news agency quoted 
Reza Nourani, chairman of the union 
of exporters of agricultural products, 
as saying that Iran could supply the 
neighboring state with what it needs. 
Mr. Nourani said it would take 12 hours 
for shipments from Iran to reach Qatar 
by sea.

Working in Qatar ’s favor is the 
fact that the Persian Gulf state’s main 
source of revenue, its oil and gas ex-
ports, remain untouched by the eco-
nomic sanctions. Qatar, the world’s 
largest LNG supplier, maintains access 
to international shipping route even if 
Qatar-bound vessels and ships leaving 
the country are barred from entering 
the territorial waters of Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE and Bahrain.

Japan’s JERA Co, the world’s biggest 
buyer of liquefied natural gas, said in a 
statement that Qatargas had informed 
it that the crisis in the Persian Gulf 
would not impact LNG supplies.

The UAE, moreover, in what appears 
to be a self-serving move has not in-
cluded the import of Qatari natural gas 
in its sanctions. The gas is exported to 

the UAE as well as Oman through a 
pipeline that is co-owned by Abu Dha-
bi’s state-owned Mubadala Develop-
ment Company. Sources said there was 
no indication that the pipeline would 
be closed.

The UAE may have wanted to pre-
vent the schism in the Persian Gulf from 
widening if Oman would have been 
penalized by a closure of the pipeline. 
Oman, like Qatar, maintains close rela-
tions with Iran and has sought to dis-
tance itself from the Saudi-UAE cam-
paign against the Islamic Republic.

Both states have leveraged their 
relationships to mediate at times, but 
Oman, unlike Qatar, remains low key 
and keeps more distance to Islamist 
and militant groups like the Muslim 

Brotherhood and Hamas.
Dubai, moreover, depends on Qatar 

for 40 percent of its gas imports, while 
Egypt, which joined the Persian Gulf 
states in breaking off diplomatic rela-
tions with Qatar, relies for 60 percent of 
its imports on Qatar. S&P Global Platts 
reported that Egypt expects two Qatari 
gas shipments to arrive on June 10 and 
11.

One Qatari entity that is likely to 
be hard hit by the Saudi-UAE led boy-

cott is Qatar Airways. The suspension 
of flights between Qatar and its Arab 
detractors constitutes a loss of lucra-
tive destinations and forces it to fly 
longer routes to Asian and African 
destinations in its need to circumvent 
Persian Gulf airspace. The suspension 
comes on the back of dented earnings 
as a result of the prolonged slump in 
oil prices and a ban on carrying some 
electronics in cabins aboard US-bound 
flights.

Similarly, Qatari banks, already 
struggling with declining cash reserves 
and higher interest rates, could be 
hard hit if Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
opt to withdraw their foreign depos-
its. Non-resident deposits made up 24 
percent of deposits in the country’s 18 
lenders in April, according to Qatar ’s 
central bank. It also remained unclear 
whether Saudi and UAE commercial 
banks would continue dealing with 
their Qatari counterparts.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE could 
also squeeze Qatar where it hurts by 
rekindling the campaign to deprive the 
Gulf state of its 2022 World Cup host-
ing rights. The awarding of the tour-
nament to Qatar sparked widespread 
protests because of its controversial 
labor regime that is common to the 
Persian Gulf and allegations of bribery 
and corruption in its bid. World soccer 
body FIFA said in a statement that it 
was “in regular contact with Qatar,” but 
had no further comment.

In emails leaked last week, UAE 
ambassador to Washington Yousef 
al-Otaiba, responded to a recommen-

dation by a Washington policy wonk 
that he watch a documentary about 
FIFA’s legal troubles by saying: “FIFA 
and Qatar combined are the poster 
children for corruption.” Loss of the 
World Cup would drive a fatal nail into 
the coffin of Qatar ’s soft power plan. 
The cutting of all transportation links 
to Qatar could moreover further cause 
a rise in the cost of World Cup-related 
infrastructure and fuel inflation.

The rupture in diplomatic and eco-
nomic relations came as Washington 
was engaged in a debate about alleged 
Qatari support for militant groups and 
its failure to act against militants listed 
by the US treasury as globally desig-
nated terrorists.

The debate was in part driven by a 
long-standing UAE campaign against 
Qatar, it was further fueled in recent 
days by Mr. Otaiba’s efforts to get the 
Trump administration to move the US 
Central Command’s forward base and 
some 10,000 American troops sta-
tioned at Qatar ’s sprawling al-Udeid 
Air Base, the largest US military facil-
ity in the Middle East, to somewhere 
else in the region. Moving the base to 
either Saudi Arabia or the UAE would 
constitute a body blow to Qatar.

Ed Royce, the Republican chair of 
the House Foreign Affairs commit-
tee further raised the stakes last week 
when he told a UAE-backed gather-
ing in Washington that “if it doesn’t 
change, Qatar will be sanctioned un-
der a new bill I’m introducing to punish 
Hamas backers.”

Ironically, US forces moved to Qatar 
in the 1990s after Saudi Arabia, afraid 
of a public backlash against the pres-
ence of foreign troops, asked them to 
leave the kingdom and the UAE at the 
time was unable to accommodate the 
forces.

The kingdom’s state-owned Saudi 
Press Agency reported that the king-
dom would “start immediate legal 
procedures for understanding with fra-
ternal and friendly countries and inter-
national companies to implement the 
same procedure as soon as possible 
for all means of transport to and from 
the State of Qatar for reasons relating 
to Saudi national security.”

The statement appeared to be re-
ferring to Saudi transport links with 
Qatar but seemed to hold out the 
possibility of Saudi Arabia pressuring 
its public and private economic and 
commercial partners to follow suit in 
cutting ties with the Persian Gulf state 
in what would amount to an attempt 
at imposing a more global boycott. Mr. 
Al Otaiba’s leaked emails showed that 
he supported efforts to persuade US 
companies not to pursue opportunities 
in Iran, an approach that could be also 
applied to Qatar.

The long and short of all of this is 
that short of Sheikh Tamim caving into 
demands, Qatar could be in for pro-
longed fight. Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
have become far more assertive as a 
result of former US President Barak 
Obama’s perceived withdrawal from 
the Middle East and lack of empathy 
for their concerns. The rise of Don-
ald J. Trump has not only given them 
a measure of reassurance but also a 
sense that they now have in the White 
House an ally that shares their visceral 
opposition to Iran and political Islam.

By targeting food supplies, Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE are testing Sheikh Tamim’s 

mettle and seeking to engineer a situation 
that potentially would be conducive to his 
replacement if he fails to bow to Saudi and 

UAE demands. 

As food trucks reportedly lined up at the 
closed Saudi border with Qatar, Iran’s union 

of exporters of agricultural products said 
Iran could supply the neighboring state with 

what it needs within 12 hours by sea.

Dubai depends on Qatar for 40 percent of its gas imports, while 
Egypt, which joined the Persian Gulf states in breaking off 

diplomatic relations with Qatar, relies for 60 percent of its imports 
on Qatar. 

By  James M. Dorsey

By Maryam Azish 

Persian Gulf crisis: Surrender 
or dig in for the long haul

Foreign 
governments 
have concluded 
that flattering 
Trump is one of 
the best ways 
to influence his 
policies. The 
Saudis pulled 
out all the 
stops to do so 
during Trump’s 
recent visit to 
the kingdom.

 Saudi Arabia-Qatar political 
row tip of the iceberg

Some experts have warned that the current dispute between Qatar 
and several other Persian Gulf states is the tip of the iceberg, and 
could lead to undesirable consequences in the Middle East. 

The quarrel between the Saudi axis and the Qatari leaders 
reached its climax after other Arab states followed suit under the 
pressure from Riyadh to sever ties with Doha. This apparently hap-
pened after the release of some remarks attributed to Emir of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani against Riyadh and its regional 
policies. 

Although the remarks were denied by the Qatari officials short-
ly after their release, the Saudis and the mainstream media in the 
kingdom declared that approaches adopted by Doha tend to be 
the real manifestation of the statements by the Qatari Emir, so they 
started to put the peninsular country in the Persian Gulf under un-
precedented attacks. 

Saudi Arabia, along with Egypt, United Arab Emirates and Bah-
rain officially announced on June 5, that they have cut their ties with 
Qatar and closed their air, ground and sea borders with the gas-rich 
country. The Saudi move, supported by some states such as Lib-
ya and Maldives, was aimed at putting pressure on Doha leaders 
to make them succumb to Riyadh’s demands; a decision which is 
a new manifestation of the inflexible and rigid approaches of the 
new Saudi generation of leaders, showing that logical, calculated or 
prudent moves should not be expected from the new Saudi rulers, 
IRNA wrote. 

 Transparent Talks 
Since the start of the dispute the Islamic Republic of Iran has 

spared no efforts to settle the crisis in a bid to prevent the escala-
tion of tensions. Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Ghasemi ex-
pressed hope that the Persian Gulf littoral states would help restore 
peace by exercising restraint regarding the ongoing development 
in the region. “Iran is concerned by tensions among its southern 
neighboring countries in the Persian Gulf region,” Ghasemi said. 

While the region and the en-
tire world are still suffering from 
crises of terrorism, extremism 
and occupation of Palestine by 
the Zionist regime of Israel, the 
rise in tension among neighbor-
ing countries is not in the best in-
terest of any state of the region, 
the spokesman added. 

“Iran is calling on all parties of 
the current dispute in the south-
ern Persian Gulf to learn from 
lessons of the region’s past bitter 
experiences, and move towards 
decreasing tension by avoiding 
excited reactions and resort-
ing to wisdom and restraint,” 
reiterated the spokesman. He 
emphasized that the only way 
of solving disputes between the 

three neighboring countries and Qatar is the political and peaceful 
way through transparent talks. 

 Doha Hails Iran 
On June 10, Qatari Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdul-

rahman Al Thani thanked Iran for supporting resolution of tension 
between Doha and some other Arab states of the region. The 
Qatari official called for resolution of all regional problems through 
dialogue. “As far as our relations with Iran are concerned, everyone 
wants positive relations with Iran, Iran is a neighbor. The countries 
of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Persian Gulf 
have some disputes and concerns, but the strategic choice of all the 
countries is to maintain dialogue with Iran… and we, in the state of 
Qatar, support these efforts,” Al Thani said. 

 Tip of Iceberg 
Former Iranian ambassador to the UAE and France, Ha-

mid-Reza Asefi believes that the ongoing conflict between Doha 
and Riyadh has happened twice in recent years. However, the Per-
sian Gulf littoral states tried to prevent the collapse of the Persian 
Gulf Cooperation Council and settle their disputes. “Nonetheless, 
this time the situation is more complicated and more difficult. The 
ongoing conflict is completely different and deeper than the previ-
ous ones,” Asefi added. 

Asefi reiterated that the ongoing tension is deeper than the 
past. This has been attributed to several issues, including Qa-
tar’s approach towards the Palestinian resistance movement 
Hamas and Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood as well as its policy 
in Yemen. 

He said it is an oversimplification of the issue if some link the 
ongoing tensions between the Arab nations to comments made 
by Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani about Iran, 
Hamas and Lebanon’s Hezbollah, the veracity of which he has 
rejected. “It seems that the tensions are just the tip of the iceberg. 
Some countries are interested in resolving the dispute through 
mediation, but the Saudis refuse to accept it,” he said. 

In the Saudis’ view, Qatar by supporting groups like the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, opposing naming Lebanon’s Hezbollah as a 
terrorist organization, and establishing good relations with Iran, is 
practically neutralizing their efforts to change the balance equity 
to the detriment of Tehran and in favor of Riyadh; an approach 
which is considered a cardinal sin by the Saudis and deserves a 
tough reaction. 

In the face of Saudi hostilities, some countries such as Kuwait 
and Oman, as members of the Persian Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil have avoided accompanying Riyadh in confronting Qatar, and 
some friendly states, such as Pakistan, have not cut ties with Doha. 
A glance at reactions of the citizens of the Arab world in social 
media and campaigns launched in support of Qatar against the 
Saudis’ decision to boycott Doha in cyberspace, as well as the 
position assumed by some countries trying to stay clear of the 
issue, show that cutting ties with the Persian Gulf Arab state was 
an immature, futile decision, as it was seen in Saudi Arabia’s sev-
ering ties with Tehran, an action not so welcomed by the Muslim 
countries. 

In the current situation, what is important is the failure of the 
Saudi strategy to turn the Arab and Muslim countries into Riyadh’s 
satellites. Therefore, the dream of a self-declared leadership in the 
region and the Muslim world these days more than ever seems 
to be an ill one. On the whole, Iran should exercise restraint and 
patience and follow the developments with scrutiny. The Islamic 
Republic must use all its capacity to control the crisis.
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Perhaps no question hovers more ominously over the histo-
ry of the Vietnam War in 1967 than this: If the United States 
and its Vietnamese adversaries had been able to hammer 
out an acceptable peace deal before the major escalation of 
the 1968 Tet offensive, hundreds of thousands of lives would 
have been saved. Was such a peace possible?

For years, pundits and policy makers have speculated on 
this possibility. Many argue that escalation was irreversible, 
that the adversaries’ collective fate, as it were, was sealed. 
But recent scholarship has pointed in a different direction. 
The prospects of peace were arguably brighter than we 
once thought. One approach came tantalizingly close to 
success: the secret talks between Washington and Hanoi 
that began in June 1967, code-named Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvania began when two French scientists, Herbert 
Marcovitch and Raymond Aubrac, approached Henry Kiss-
inger, then a Harvard professor, to offer their services as 
go-betweens to promote negotiations between the United 
States and North Vietnam. Kissinger had worked as a con-
sultant on the war for the Johnson administration and was 
eager to do anything he could to ingratiate himself with the 
president. Aubrac was an old friend of Ho Chi Minh and 

promised to deliver a message to the aging leader if Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson had anything new to say. Kissinger 
referred the proposal to Secretary of State Dean Rusk, with 
a copy to Defense Secretary Robert McNamara.

McNamara took the lead in diplomacy during Pennsyl-
vania. Already committed to finding a negotiated way out 
of Vietnam, he pushed Pennsylvania vigorously at a Tuesday 
lunch meeting with President Johnson and his key advis-
ers. Johnson was skeptical about any negotiations with the 
Communists, however, dismissing the French proposal as 
“just another of those blind alleys that lead nowhere.” But 
McNamara persisted, and eventually the president relented, 
allowing his defense secretary to establish contact through 
Marcovitch and Aubrac, with a view to future peace ne-
gotiations — as long as he did nothing to embarrass the 
United States.

In early July, Marcovitch and Aubrac traveled to Hanoi 
and presented the Johnson administration’s so-called Phase 
A/Phase B proposal to the Hanoi leadership. The United 
States would stop its bombing campaign in return for con-
fidential assurances from Hanoi that it would halt its infiltra-
tion into key areas of South Vietnam. Once North Vietnam 
acted, the United States would freeze its combat forces at 
existing levels and peace talks could begin. This was a sig-

nificant departure from Johnson’s previous insistence on 
mutual de-escalation. The president took the gamble, hop-
ing to placate liberals in Congress and antiwar protesters, 
who were already planning a huge rally in Washington for 
that October. Johnson could always resume the bombing if 
nothing materialized from the contact.

The initial results of Pennsylvania appeared promising. 
Aubrac and Marcovitch arrived in Hanoi on July 24, 1967, 
and met with Ho Chi Minh and Prime Minister Pham Van 
Dong. Ho’s visit with the two scientists was largely ceremoni-
al, but the meeting with Dong was substantive and produc-
tive. Dong insisted that North Vietnam could not negotiate 
while it was being bombed, but he also, surprisingly, indi-
cated that Hanoi would not require the United States to an-
nounce the bombing pause publicly, saving Johnson from a 
potential political problem. If the bombing stopped, Dong 
assured his guests, negotiations could begin immediately.

 Bombing halted
A wary Johnson decided to move ahead with a bombing 

pause, without consulting his South Vietnamese allies or his 
military command, to get negotiations started. He author-
ized Kissinger to have Aubrac and Marcovitch tell the North 
Vietnamese leadership that there would be an additional 
bombing halt around Hanoi for a period of 10 days begin-

ning Aug. 24, the next scheduled visit of the two French 
scientists. Hanoi agreed that this was a productive change 
in the United States’ position and a positive outcome of the 
Pennsylvania contact.

For the first time in years, it appeared that the two sides 
were serious about negotiations. Chet Cooper, an aide to 
W. Averell Harriman, Johnson’s “peace ambassador,” called 
Pennsylvania the last best chance for peace, knowing that 
the war was likely to escalate otherwise.

On the day that Aubrac and Marcovitch were to leave Paris 
for Hanoi, United States aircraft flew more than 200 sorties 
against North Vietnam, more than on any previous day of the 
war. The official explanation for the poor timing of the bomb-
ing missions was that the attacks had already been scheduled 
for earlier in the month but had been delayed by bad weather. 
Once the weather broke on Aug. 20, the bombing resumed 
according to protocol and lasted four days.

Hanoi publicized the new attacks, claiming that Johnson 
had used the proposed bombing pause as a diversion while 
he actually escalated the war. Johnson denounced these 
claims, but he could not hide the fact that he had indeed 
approved an escalation to the bombing just two days be-
fore it began, on Aug. 18, and had used the weather delay 
as a convenient cover for his actions.   1 3

A lost chance for peace in Vietnam
By Robert K. Brigham 
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Amazing Luxury Apartment in 
Fershteh

200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., 2 parkings, fully 
furn, large and beautiful, lobby, 
sauna, pool, Jacuzzi, gym saloon

Only $4200 per month
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Luxury Apt in Zafaranieh
2th floor, 330 sq.m, 5 master room, 
completely new, parking, Spj, nice 
view, nice balcony, lobby, semi furn

$7000
Suitable for Foreigners &  Diplomats

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
180 sq.m,3 Bdrs flat, full furn, Spj 

& Pkg, good access, $3800      
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Beautiful Apt in Zafaranieh
5th floor, 350 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., nice furn, 

unbelievable view, balcony with flower 
boxes, Spj, diplomatic, $7000

 Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Aqdasiyeh
120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., nice view

Pkg, good  access
Suitable for Residency of 

Ambassadors
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Luxury Villa in the North
duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, 2000 sq.m 

land, 5 Bdrs., big saloon, servant, 
indoor pool, Spj, renovated, beautiful 

and green garden, semi furn
$18000 negotiable

Suitable for Embassies
Renting also for Iranian 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Dibaji
800 sq.m land, 700 sq.m built up, 
duplex, luxury furn, completely 
renovated, yard, small garden, 

parking, Spj
$14000 Suitable for Residency

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Mahmoodieh duplex, 600 
sq.m built up, 5 Bdrs., 
small garden, parking

Suitable for small Companies & 
small Embassy 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206  

Palace in Tajrish/ Elahieh
duplex, 7000 sq.m land, 2200 sq.m 
Built up, 8 Bdrs.,  renovated, green 
& unbelievable garden, water fall,  
Spj, Parking, completely renovat-

ed, big saloon $30000  
Suitable for  Residency &  Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Super Luxury Office
in Vanak

150 sq.m, new, furn/ unfurn, good 
access, 2 parking spaces

$3000 negotiable
Ready for Renting to Foreign 

Companies
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Commercial Villa in Jordan
duplex villa, 1000 sq.m, flat, com-
pletely renovated, green garden, 

outdoor pool, parking, good access to 
highway, $50000

Suitable for foreign Companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206  

Office in Bokharest
500 sq.m, flat, renovated, lobby, 

parking
Price per each sq $45

Suitable for companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

  
Whole building in Jordan

each floor 126 sq.m ,
duplex store, open space, full glass, 

smart AC, furn/unfurn, storage, 900 
sq.m Pkg

Each floor available for
Sale & Rent

Ms.Sara 09128103207

Whole Building in Zafaranieh
lobby, 30 Bdrs., reception, furn, 

parking, gathering Room,  
Suitable for

Residency & big companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Super luxury new Apt in Elahieh
2th floor, 140 sq.m, 2 Master rooms, 

nice view, full of diplomats, spj, 
gym saloon, lobby, green garden, 

furn/unfurn, parking $4200

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Gheytarieh
120  sq.m, 2 Bdrs., view of Park, 

parking, full furn, diplomatic 
building, $1200

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Very Nice Office in Jordan
88 sq.m, furn/unfurn, $1200 

available for Rent 
Ms.Sara 09128103207

Office in Jordan
110 sq.m to 240 sq.m, full of foreign 
companies, could be flat,  Parking 

lot with extra visitors parking, lobby, 
security, renovated, almost new

Price per each sq $40 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Limited Offer in Zafaranieh
excellent, 170 sq.m, 3Bdrs., flat, furn/ 
unfurn, convenient access to Valiasr 

and Palladium Mall
$1700

  Ms.Sara 09128103207

ELAHIEH DiPLOMAT
Don’t loose the opportunities 

1-350m 3B outdoor pool with 500m 
garden Zafaranieh 20000$
2-600m 5B villa ODP zafaranieh
With 500m garden luxury 15000$
3-900m 6B villa ODP 600m luxury 
garden with 1000m G 15000 $
4-200m 3B zafar full Eq 4000$
5-175m 3B Velenjak2th F 3000$

Tel: 22051010
09121303515 SHAMS

Diplomat Elahiyeh
REAL ESTATE
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By Wayne Drash

There’s value in listening to what your 
body needs and trusting yourself to 

nourish it.

Cow’s milk may be the best option, but 
plant-based beverages provide many 

needed nutrients like protein, calcium, 
magnesium, potassium,” which is far 

better than what most kids might prefer 
to drink.

The plant beverages, almond especially, 
have lower protein contents so we 

speculate that calcium absorption may be 
lower.

Losing weight is hard, but knowing 
exactly how to do it is almost as difficult. 
The average person is bombarded 
with a dizzying amount of weight-loss 
advice, from flashy exercise classes to 
trendy cleanses and celebrity-backed 
diet plans.

It’s nice to know there are plenty of 
ways to slim down, but the best weight-
loss secret is already in your pocket: 
You just do what you’ve always done. 
“Many people don’t know [how to lose 
weight] because they don’t learn about 
their bodies or pay attention to what’s 
worked in the past,” says fitness coach 
Krista Scott-Dixon, Ph.D.

This could mean hitting the same 
running trail, downing your go-to 
green smoothie or simply avoiding 
the office candy bowl. Either way, the 
healthy habits that have worked for you 
before are likely the best strategies for 
your body and lifestyle.

“Do what’s worked before” sounds 
simple enough. So why do we often 
flock to the latest diet and exercise 
craze?

“Weight loss is a profit-making 
industry. In order to create demand, 
companies need to sell novelty and 
entertainment,” Scott-Dixon says. That 
approach works well, she adds, because 
“many standard forms of exercise are 
boring — no flashing lights, bells and 
whistles or potential for Instagram.”

“To thine own self be true.”
Of course, there are legitimate 

reasons to change how you eat and 
exercise, such as pregnancy, age 
or injury. And since the body does 
eventually adapt to routine, challenging 
your muscles is important if you want 
to see results more quickly. Still, there’s 
value in listening to what your body 
needs and trusting yourself to nourish 
it.

Here’s how to use insight about your 

body, mind and lifestyle to achieve your 
weight-loss goals.

 1. Check in with yourself.
Ask yourself : Do you exercise for 

an endorphin rush or to feel the burn? 
Are you a morning or night person? 
What’s your favorite meal of the day? 
Knowing what you naturally gravitate 
toward will reveal your preferences and 
strengths. “Take notes or journal your 
observations,” says Scott-Dixon. “You’ll 
build self-awareness in tangible ways.”

 2. Don’t force it.
The most solid weight-loss plan 

can be pointless if it’s not intuitive. If 
you’ve never been a morning person, 
don’t think that willpower will magically 
make you get up at 5 a.m. to hit the 
gym. If you hate salad, avoid that raw 
food diet. “Weight-loss advice is only as 
good as your ability to follow it,” says 
fitness trainer Molly Galbraith, CSCS, 
co-founder of Girls Gone Strong. A 
better approach is making healthy 
decisions that feel true to you.

 3. Embrace your rut.
When it comes to nutrition, food 

ruts aren’t so bad. A study published 
in the American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition found that women who ate 
macaroni and cheese on a short-term 
basis (five consecutive days) consumed 
100 calories less by the end of the week 
because they lost interest in the meal. 
No, we’re not suggesting that you eat 
the same thing for three squares every 
day. But if you find something that 
works for you — say, grabbing lunch 
from the salad bar on workdays — stick 
with it.

Plus, habits don’t have to be boring. 
For example, you could make a routine 
out of cooking dinner every night at 6 
p.m. “Your diet could involve different 
cooking methods or new recipes,” notes 
Galbraith. “It may require time and 
energy and present challenges [ just 
like any other weight-loss plan]. But the 
method will feel familiar, which boosts 
confidence.”

Forego fitness fads and stick with 
what works for your body.

 4. Move with purpose.
Your go-to habits work for a reason 

— they maximize your natural strengths. 
So keep making healthy decisions that 
help you evolve. If you’re a runner, for 
example, don’t feel pressured to take 
up Spinning just because you’ve heard 
it burns tons of calories. Run intervals 
or choose a hilly route to increase your 
intensity and calorie burn.

This also means skipping fads in 
favor of established sports, such as 
martial arts or gymnastics, suggests 
Scott-Dixon. “Such activities offer long-
term development and build your skills,” 
she says. Along the same lines, stick to 
meal plans that represent a healthy 
lifestyle, not get-thin-quick offers.

Think of making a lifestyle change 
instead of trying to lose a certain 
number of pounds.

 5. Reframe your goals.
“Shift your motivation from ‘losing 

weight’ to ‘making healthy habits,’” 
suggests registered dietitian Rebecca 
Scritchfield. “Ask yourself : ‘What habits 
do I want to develop and change 
— and why?’” she says. It’s easier 
to envision success when you can 
describe how it feels. For example, if 
mindful eating is your surefire trick, 
focus on how satiated you feel after a 
balanced meal. 

(Source: livestrong.com)

Children who drink dairy alternatives 
like soy, almond or rice milks are slightly 
shorter than their peers who drink cow’s 
milk, according to a new study.

The study, published Wednesday in 
the American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, 
found that each daily cup of non-cow’s 
milk consumed was associated with 0.4 
centimeters (0.15 inches) lower height 
than average for a child’s age.

“We found that children who are 
consuming non-cow’s milk like rice, 
almond and soy milk tended to be a little 
bit shorter than children who consumed 
cow’s milk,” said Dr. Jonathon Maguire, 
the study’s lead author and a pediatrician 
and researchers at St. Michael’s Hospital 
in Toronto. “For example, a 3-year-old 
child consuming three cups of non-
cow’s milk relative to cow’s milk was on 
average 1.5 centimeters shorter.”

That’s over half an inch difference, 
which Maguire said is “not a tiny 
difference when you’re 3 years old.”

The study was a cross-section 
involving 5,034 healthy Canadian 
children ranging in age from 2 to 6 years 
old. The subjects were on average 38 
months of age, with 51% being male, 
and were recruited from nine family 
and pediatric health-care practices from 
December 2008 to September 2015.

Of those participating, about 5% 
drank exclusively non-cow’s milks, and 
about 84% drank only cow’s milk; about 
8% drank both and about 3% drank 
neither.

Maguire said the most surprising 
finding was “that the amount children 
were shorter depended on how much 
they were consuming.”

“It’s not like if you’re not consuming 
cow’s milk, you’re a little shorter,” he 
said. “It’s more like if you are consuming 
non-cow’s milk, with each cup that a 
child consumes, that child on average 
appears to be a little bit smaller, a little 
shorter. That’s a bit surprising.”

Does it matter if a kid is half an inch 
shorter at the age of 3? Does it correlate 
to height in adulthood?

“That’s one remaining question. We 
don’t know if the kids consuming non-

cow’s milk, maybe they catch up over 
time, or maybe they don’t. Time’s going 
to have to tell,” he said. “We do know 
in general as pediatricians that children 
who are on a certain percentile line in 
terms of height tend to stay on that line 
for the rest of their childhood and into 
adulthood.”

The findings are sure to add fire to 
the ongoing debate about the benefits 
of cow’s milk versus dairy alternatives.

Amy Joy Lanou, a professor of health 
and wellness at the University of North 
Carolina-Asheville who was not involved 
in the research, said she had several 
issues with the study, most notably why 
only milk consumption was considered.

“It’s just odd to me why we wouldn’t 
be looking at the overall diets of the 
children,” Lanou said. “If they’re making 
the claim that it’s because it’s the 
difference in the types of milk the kids 
are drinking, well, what else are they 
eating?”

Lanou, whose research has led her to 
believe that cow’s milk is “not a necessary 
food,” said she believes the study makes 
an improper leap by implying that taller 
means healthier.

“Taller children and heavier children 
are not necessarily healthier adults, 
or even healthier children,” she said. “I 
think they’re using height as a marker 
for health, and I’m not sure that’s 

appropriate.”
Connie Weaver, a professor of 

nutrition science at Purdue University 
who was also not involved in the study, 
said she found it interesting.

“This is the first study that I recall 
directly comparing cow milk with plant-
based beverages for a physiological 
benefit,” she wrote in an email. “We 
know that some of the plant beverages, 
almond especially, have lower protein 
contents so I have speculated that 
calcium absorption may be lower. This 
would suggest that cow’s milk is superior.”

However, she says, “A wrong message 
would be if people who do not consume 
cow’s milk would decide to avoid the 
plant-based milks also.”

The study suggests that one reason 
for the difference in height might 
be that plant-based milks do not 
stimulate insulin-like growth factor, or 
IGF, production as well as cow’s milk 
does. Studies have found that adults 
with higher levels of certain IGFs have 
increased risks of reproductive cancers.

“Having less IGF may compromise 
height but that may lower risk of 
fracture -- and some cancers, too,” 
Weaver said.

Overall, she would advise parents 
that “cow’s milk may be the best option, 
but plant-based beverages provide 
many needed nutrients like protein, 
calcium, magnesium, potassium,” which 
is far better than what most kids might 
prefer to drink.

Lanou would tell parents who are 
already giving plant-based milks to their 
children not to worry -- but to make sure 
their kids are getting enough protein 
from other sources throughout the day.

Maguire said he’d like to see soy, 
almond and rice milks more tightly 
regulated to bring the industry, in line 
with cow’s milk.

“As a consumer and as a parent, you 
have to be pretty savvy when going to 
the grocery store to choose a non-cow’s 
milk beverage that has similar nutritional 
value as cow’s milk,” he said. “Many of 
those beverages are marketed as being 
equivalent to cow’s milk when they’re 
not.”

(Source: CNN)

Drinking non-cow milk linked to shorter kids, study suggests

Sneaky tricks to boost 
dad’s health

Help motivate dad to eat right, exercise, and live well.
Have your father ’s fitness and healthy lifestyle habits 
faltered? Would you like to get him to exercise and eat a 
more nutritious diet? Or perhaps you’re trying to encourage 
Dad to stop smoking or reduce his drinking? Nagging the 
man in your life to change his routine probably won’t work. 
But there are sneaky ways to get him to adopt a few healthier 
habits.

 What motivates men to get healthy?
Men and women are slightly different when it comes to 

health motivation.
While there is some overlap between the two genders, 

men are less likely to be motivated by external factors like 
body weight, body composition, appearance, and clothing 
size. And some research shows that when men are motivated 
by these factors, their commitment to healthy habits is more 
likely to be sporadic.

So how do you get a guy to start—and stick to—a wellness 
program? Studies show that if you engage his competitive 
side, you are more likely to be successful. For example, if you 
would like to get Dad to increase his daily physical activity, 
asking him to exercise may not work. But if you invite him to 
participate in sports, he may show more interest.

In one study of young adults, researchers found that 
certain aspects of sports participation, such as competition, 
affiliation, enjoyment, and challenge were likely to get a guy 
interested in becoming more active. Study authors said that 
men are often motivated by performance and ego-related 
factors, such as the excitement of competition and social 
recognition.

Self-perception and independence are also important. 
Both men and women are more likely to stick to a program 
when they feel competent and successful, but men are 
likely to look for opportunities where they can demonstrate 
mastery and competence.

 What doesn’t work when you’re trying to 
motivate your dad to get healthy?

Negativity and nagging top the list of no-nos. Research 
published in Nutrition Reviews found that fear-based 
messages about health and wellness are less likely to work 
than messages that are “gain-framed.” Study authors did point 
out that it’s important to know your audience because each 
person’s response to a message is unique, but in general, they 
found that giving a nudge with a positive benefit attached 
worked better than a fear-based remark.

 Sneaky ways to improve dad’s health
Are you ready to rally your dad to get healthy? Use any of 

these ideas to nudge your father to get and stay well. You can 
even gather your siblings to come up with ideas of your own:

    Reminisce and recreate. Did Dad play sports in high 
school or college? Does he keep memorabilia in his office 
or garage to celebrate his accomplishments as an athlete? 
Give dad the chance to brag about his glory days then ask 
him to teach you the sport. Grab a football and schedule 
a few sessions when he can teach you to throw. Did your 
father run track? Go to the local high school and have him 
demonstrate a few running drills. Then ask him to coach you 
for a month or two.

    Sign up for a ride or a race. Engage Dad’s competitive 
side and sign up for an event in his hometown. Perhaps 
there is a 5k run or walk that you can train for together. Or 
dust off dad’s bike and start training together for a group 
ride. Just be sure that the event is far enough in the future (at 
least 2-3 months) so your father feels that he has time to get 
in shape and feel comfortable about competing.

    Get technical. If your father lives far away, consider 
getting him a fitness tracker and engaging him in a food or 
fitness challenge. Many trackers, by brands like Fitbit and 
Polar, allow you to connect with friends and family on the 
app to compare stats. So you and Dad can challenge each 
other to a 10,000-steps-per-day walk-off.  So if you are trying 
to get Dad to lay off the starchy snacks in favor of more diet-
friendly, muscle-building protein you can check each other ’s 
progress.

    Foster new healthy friendships. According to experts, 
being invited to participate in an activity may improve 
motivation to exercise. So, for example, if Dad has friends 
who hike on the weekends, encourage them to invite him 
along. Social support also helps to boosts adherence to 
diet and exercise programs. Having healthy friends may 
help encourage him to boost his participation in wellness 
activities and perhaps even reduce his participation in less 
healthy habits, like smoking or drinking.

    Make nutritious meals together. Scientific studies 
have shown that we eat differently when we are around 
others. In fact, we tend to mirror the eating behavior of 
the people around us. In one study, researchers said that 
“conforming to the behavior of others is adaptive and we 
find it rewarding.” If you are trying to get Dad to clean up his 
diet, set up a weekly meal schedule and dine together. You 
can either make healthy meals at home or go out to dinner 
and find nutritious, diet-friendly menu options at his favorite 
restaurant.

    Point out performance benefits. If Dad likes to beat 
his buddies on the golf course, show him how fitness 
activities like functional training will improve his game. There 
are plenty of programs in gyms and even online that are 
geared for guys who golf. Many of the exercises help to build 
strength and improve balance and stability. You may even be 
able to encourage him to cut back on high-calorie sodas or 
beer to lose belly fat so that his swing is more effective.

    Seek out sports programs. Who is Dad’s favorite sports 
team? There are countless NFL, NBA and NHL sports stars 
who endorse fitness products and some that even promote 
exercise programs. The NFL has a complete line-up of 
workouts that Dad might be willing to try if he knows that it is 
the same workout done by his favorite player.

Regardless of how you choose to inspire your dad to get 
healthy, remember that your participation probably means a 
lot to him. Try to choose activities that you can do together so 
that you build a strong, healthy relationship as you promote 
health and wellness in the family.         (Source: verywell.com)

How to lose weight 
your way and 
keep it off
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According to reports from FranceInfo, the SNCF, France’s 
national state-owned railway company, announced on 
Friday that it is actively working to develop and deploy 
autonomous trains that will operate along its high-speed 
TGV lines by 2023. The so-called “drone trains” should 
begin initial trials some time in 2019.

The autonomous systems will be built into existing 
TGV trains and consist of external sensors that can ini-
tiate automated braking should they detect an obstacle 
on the tracks. The company is especially hopeful that the 
system can be used for the more tedious maneuvers, 
like ordering and hooking up all the various cars before 
a departure. All in all, the company figures it can run 25 
percent more trains on the same lines using this technol-
ogy, cutting the time between trains by over a minute 
from 180 seconds to 108 seconds.

The SNCF expects the service to being in 2023, run-
ning between Paris and destinations to the southeast. 
Conductors will continue to ride along for a while af-
ter the system is implemented to act as fail safes should 
something happen to go wrong. This is a marked differ-

ence from Paris’ subways which are automated and do 
not require such safeguards.

Although, “when you automate a subway, you can 
put grids along the platforms and then you’re in tunnels,” 
adjoint director of SNCF, Matthieu Chabanel, told Fran-
ceInfo. Subways don’t present the same pressing need 
for human oversight as when “we are in a completely 
open environment with trees, animals, people, who can 

enter the right-of-way,” Chabanel continued, “and so we 
need a driver to handle all the disturbed situations.”

The UK is also working to automate some of the func-
tions of its rail service, though the island nation is at a 
much earlier stage of that development than its conti-
nental neighbor. This is in part because the country’s rail 
network relies on a number of different lineside signalling 
and operating systems, all of which demand a human 
touch -- not to mention the same sorts of open-world 
variables that French train drivers face. “We’re at a very 
early stage of this technology,” railway industry observer, 
Rupert Brennan Brown, told Financial Times.

Any efforts to automate the UK’s trains (or even Lon-
don’s subways) would also likely be met with immediate 
and severe blowback from the industry’s various trade 
unions. The Rail, Maritime and Transport (RMT) union in 
March strongly criticized the government’s plan to invest 
£9 million in UK companies developing autonomous 
technology, arguing that it would “compromise and di-
lute” the existing safety system.

(Source: theverge)

Self-driving cars have been roaming Texas streets for a 
while. Believe it or not, though, there hasn’t been legis-
lation that directly permits autonomous vehicles -- there 
just wasn’t a law banning them. The situation is clearer 
after this week, though. State governor Greg Abbott has 
signed a bill that explicitly allows driverless vehicles as 
long as they meet certain (fairly logical) conditions.

All self-driving cars have to obey existing traffic laws 
and carry insurance. They also have to record video, and 
the manufacturer has to accept liability as long as the 
self-driving tech remains unmodified. These aren’t exactly 
radical departures (many autonomous cars already have 
cameras, for one thing), but they establish a baseline. 

Critics are worried they’re too lenient, however. There’s 
no clear requirement that a human operator should be 
inside, and groups like AAA want a higher minimum in-
surance coverage than you’d see with conventional cars.

Even so, the new law is important. While it’s not going to 
change minds at Waymo and other companies that were 
already inclined to test in Texas, it could encourage others 
to set up shop if they were previously skittish. And testing 
in Texas is particularly important -- numerous tech giants 
have offices in the state (particularly in the Austin area), and 
its warm climate makes it a good testing ground for vehicles 
that might not be ready to handle snowy roads.

(Source: texastribune)

Microsoft announced the entirely new 
Surface Laptop with Windows 10S, along 
with an updated Surface Pro. 

The Surface Laptop is available in 
20 countries starts from $999, but the 
Core i5 version is the only one on offer 

right now. Microsoft says that the Core 
i7 variant won’t be coming out until this 
summer.

The Surface Pro may be purchased for 
$799/£799, but the $99 Pen is not included.

(Source: windows)

France wants autonomous high-speed trains by 2023

Texas explicitly allows driverless car tests

Microsoft starts selling the Surface Laptop and Surface Pro 

Airbnb is buying a 
scam-fighting background 
check technology

Facebook exposed 
identities of moderators to 
suspected terrorists 

HMD requests FCC 
change model number 
for the Nokia 9

Airbnb is getting more serious when it comes to keep-
ing fraudulent listings and shady renters off the web-
site. According to Bloomberg, the short-term rental 
platform is buying Trooly Inc., a startup specializing in 
background checks to fight off scammers. Airbnb has 
been using Trooly’s service to authenticate user iden-
tities since 2015, but now the company is making its 
tech an integral part of the platform by purchasing its 
intellectual property and its engineering team.

(Source: bloomberg)

Facebook put the safety of its content moderators at 
risk after inadvertently exposing their personal details 
to suspected terrorist users of the social network, the 
Guardian has learned.

The security lapse affected more than 1,000 work-
ers across 22 departments at Facebook who used the 
company’s moderation software to review and remove 
inappropriate content from the platform, including 
sexual material, hate speech and terrorist propaganda. 

(Source: guardian)

FCC documents reveal that the Nokia 9, which already 
was certified by the regulatory agency with the model 
number of TA-1004, will now be known as the TA-1012. 
In a letter to the Feds, manufacturer HMD requested the 
change noting that the previous FCC results for the TA-
1004 are representative of the TA-1012. HMD holds the 
license to use the Nokia name on its handsets.

Geekbench benchmark tests for the Nokia 9 have 
revealed versions of the phone with both 6GB and 
8GB of RAM.                                          (Source: FCC)

Google is reportedly facing a record-
breaking fine from Brussels of more than 
€1bn (£875m) over alleged abuse of its 
market dominance.

EU officials are expected to announce 
in the coming weeks that the tech giant 
has been guilty of manipulating its search 
engine results to favor its new Google 
Shopping service, which offers price 
comparisons on products.

The unprecedented sanction, if tabled, 
follows a seven-year investigation by 
Brussels. In July last year, the commission 
had reiterated its belief that the search 
giant had “abused its dominant position 
by systematically favoring its comparison 
shopping service in its search result pages”. 

A spokesman for the European 
commission declined to comment on the 
size of the fine or the potential timing of 
any formal announcement. A spokesman 
for Google was not immediately able to 
comment.

The Financial Times said the 
commission was looking at topping the 
penalty of €1bn handed out to chipmaker 
Intel in 2009, over its anticompetitive 
behavior.

Senior politicians in Paris and Berlin, 
along with Google’s competitors, have 
been encouraging Margrethe Vestager, 
the European commission’s competition 
commissioner, to take a tough line.

It follows the commission’s decision 
to force Apple to pay Ireland €13bn in 
unpaid taxes as a consequence of the 
regulator finding that the tech giant’s tax 
regime in Ireland had been a form “illegal 

state aid”.
A financial sanction for abuse of 

a monopoly position is capped at a 
maximum of 10% of the total revenues of 
the company involved, which in the case 
of Google’s parent company, Alphabet, 
was $90bn last year. It is calculated as up 
to 30% of Google’s shopping revenues 
multiplied by the number of years of the 
anti-competitive behavior.

The company will also have a set time 
to propose how it intends to operate in 
future in building its shopping business. If 
it fails to agree a deal with the commission 
in that period, the company could be 
fined up to 5% of average daily turnover 
for each day of delay.

Since 2000, European regulators 
have investigated Microsoft, Intel, Apple, 
Google, Facebook and Amazon, raising 
claims that Brussels is waging war against 
Silicon Valley. This is denied by the 
commission.

Vestager inherited the case from 
her predecessor, Joaquín Almunia, who 
reportedly rejected three settlement offers 
from Google between 2013 and 2014.

On being appointed to her job, 
Vestager issued a list of charges alleging 
that Google systematically favored its 
own comparison shopping product 
in its search results. After hearing the 
company’s response, the commission 
narrowed the charge list a year later.

Google’s general counsel, Kent Walker, 
claimed in a blogpost last year that the 
EU’s case lacked evidence. The company 
is likely to appeal in the European courts, 
delaying a resolution to the case for years.

The decision from the regulator would, 
however, open the way for shopping 
comparison competitors or customers to 
file damages claims against Google.

A second investigation being undertaken 
into Google is considering if it unfairly 
banned competitors from websites that used 
its search bar and adverts. The regulator is 
also examining how Google pays and limits 
mobile phone providers who use its Android 
software and Play app store. 

(Source: Guardian)

Google ‘faces €1bn-plus fine’ 
from EU over market dominance 

10 hot titles of IT world

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed by 
savvy tech users:

Amazon to buy Whole Foods for $13.7 billion, 
wielding online might in brick-and-mortar world.

Intel and Microsoft’s latest investment binge shows 
AI land grab is intensifying.

Perhaps the most notable of these was Element AI, which 
raised a gargantuan $102 million in what is one of the largest 
series A rounds in recent times. The Montreal-based startup, 
which helps connect companies with machine learning ex-
perts, drew in some other interesting investors besides Intel 
and Microsoft, including rival chipmaker Nvidia.

Amazon has recently received a patent for an al-
gorithm making it harder for shoppers to check 

out competitors’ pricing online while at an Amazon owned 
retail store.
The patent makes it more difficult for a shopper hooked up 
to the store’s Wi-Fi network to visit the website belonging to 
an Amazon competitor. 

Finnish mobile game and animation studio Rovio, 
maker of the Angry Birds game, said it could list 

on the stock exchange in the future, while The Information 
reported that China’s Tencent is actually looking to acquire 
the company.

Spotify has surpassed 140 million global monthly 
active users as filings revealed this week that its rev-

enue grew more than 50 % to $3.3 billion last year.

Uber sends apology email to its NYC riders.
The apology email also doesn’t note that Kalanick 

is taking a leave of absence.

Apple Inc (AAPL.O) has hired two long-time Sony 
Pictures Television executives to expand the iPhone 

maker’s push into original television programming, plunging 
deeper into a field crowded by Hollywood studios and online 
streaming services.
Jamie Erlicht and Zack Van Amburg, responsible for hit shows 
such as “Breaking Bad,” “Better Call Saul” and “The Crown,” 
will join Apple in newly created positions to oversee all as-
pects of video programming, the technology company said 
in a statement on Friday.

Orange Digital Ventures, the early stage in-
vestment fund of French telco giant Orange, is 

launching a new €50 million Africa-focused investment 
program for startups.

Verizon’s first LTE-only handset is an LG flip phone.
In a surprising twist, LG has launched a new fea-

turephone in the United States. Dubbed Exalt LTE, the device 
is powered by a Snapdragon SoC with quad-core, 1.1GHz 
processor, and sports a 3-inch display of 400 x 240 pixel res-
olution.
The flip-phone comes with 8GB storage and features a 5MP 
camera. Weighing in at around 130g, the handset packs in a 
1,470mAh removable battery.

Vodafone launched a new tablet, named Smart 
Tab N8. The entry level device packs a Medi-

aTek MT8735B chipset with octa-core CPU, clocked at 
1.1 GHz.
The LCD of the Smart Tab N8 is 10.1” in diagonal with 1200 x 
800 pixel resolution. The tablet has a 5 MP primary camera 
on the back and a 2 MP front snapper.
The storage available is 16 GB, and there is a microSD slot 
if you need some extra space. Smart Tab N8 has a 4600 
mAh battery.

  1
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Canada expects 
hacktivists will target its 
2019 elections
It’s Canada’s turn to freak out about election hacking. At a 
news conference held today, the country’s Communications 
Security Establishment (CSE) said it was likely that hackers 
would try to interfere with its 2019 elections.

But the problem, as of now, isn’t with Russia -- it’s with 
hacktivists. CSE said they expect some well-planned attacks 

from hacktivists in the up-
coming elections and will 
offer cyber security advice to 
both parliamentarians and 
political parties. But because 
federal elections in Canada 
are mostly paper-based, pol-
iticians are more at risk than 
elections themselves.

Election meddling has 
been a hot issue since the 
last US presidential election. 
Russia has been accused of 
hacking election systems in 
39 US states as well as tar-
geting German parliament. 

While running in the French presidential election, Emmanuel 
Macron’s campaign was hacked and CSE said the 2015 Ca-
nadian federal election was hit with some “low-sophistication 
cyber threat activity.”

For now CSE’s precautionary measures are limited to pro-
viding guidelines to politicians. But we all know that politi-
cians are terrible when it comes to cyber security, so good 
luck with that.

(Source: Reuters)

By Alireza Khorasani
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“Alexa, who am I?” Amazon Echo’s voice-controlled virtual 
assistant, Alexa, doesn’t have an answer to that – yet. How-
ever, for other applications of speech technology, computer 
algorithms are increasingly able to discriminate, recognize 
and identify individuals from voice recordings.

Of course, these algorithms are far from perfect, as 
was recently shown when a BBC journalist broke into his 
own voice-controlled bank account using his twin brother’s 
voice. Is this a case of computers just failing at something 
humans can do perfectly? We decided to find out.

Each human being has a voice that is distinct and 
different from everyone else’s. So it seems intuitive that 
we’d be able to identify someone from their voice fairly 
easily. But how well can you actually do this? When it 
comes to recognizing your closest family and friends, 
you’re probably quite good. But would you be able to 
recognize the voice of your first primary school teacher 
if you heard them again today? How about the guy on 
the train this morning who was shouting into his phone? 
What if you had to pick him out, not from his talking 
voice, but from samples of his laughter, or singing?

To date, research has only explored voice identity 
perception using a limited set of vocalizations, for ex-

ample sentences that have been read aloud or snippets 
of conversational speech. These studies have found that 
we can actually recognize voices of familiar people’s 
speech quite well. But they have also shown that there 
are problems: ear-witness testimonies are notoriously 
unreliable and inaccurate.

 Flexibility of sounds
It’s important to keep in mind that these studies have 

not captured much of the flexibility of the sounds we can 
make with our voices. This is bound to have an effect 
on how we process the identity of the person behind 
the voice we are listening to. Therefore, we are currently 
missing a very large and important piece of the puzzle.

Recognizing voices requires two broad processes to op-
erate together: we need to distinguish between the voices 
of different people (telling people apart) and we need to be 
able to attribute a single identity to all the different sounds 
(talking, laughing, shouting) that can come from the same 
person (“telling people together”). We set out to investi-
gate the limits of these abilities in humans.

Voice experiment
Our recent study, published in the Journal of Experimental 

Psychology: General, confirms that voice identity perception 

can be extremely challenging. Capitalizing on how variable a 
single person’s voice can be, we presented 46 listeners with 
laughter and vowels produced by five people. Listeners were 
asked to make a very simple judgment about pairs of sounds: 
were they made by the same person, or by two different 
people? As long as they could compare vowels to vowels 
or laughter to laughter respectively, discriminating between 
speakers was relatively successful.

(Source: The Conversation)

A new clean energy report has a mixed outlook for the 
future: Wind and solar power will soar in coming dec-
ades, but we’ll still be heading toward dangerous levels 
of global warming. 

The big takeaway from Bloomberg New Energy Fi-
nance’s (BNEF) latest analysis is that, despite the explo-
sive growth we’ll see in renewables — thanks to plum-
meting prices and improving technology — our current 
efforts simply aren’t sufficient to curb greenhouse gas 
emissions in the long-term.

This is true regardless of whether President Donald Trump 
pulls the United States from the international Paris Agreement 
on climate change, though certainly it will be even harder to 
reduce emissions if that happens, said Colleen Regan, a BNEF 
analyst who contributed to the new report.

Analysts considered existing energy policies, ob-
served electricity prices, and price projections to fore-
cast how the global electricity sector might look by 2040. 
It assumes governments and companies will build the 
“least-cost” power system possible.

“We see that wind and solar become some of the 
least-cost options in the 2020s, and that does lead to a 
significant amount of wind and solar build,” Regan said.

 Solar panels
Chinese workers install solar panels in Wuhan, China.
Chinese workers install solar panels in Wuhan, China.
Those two sources alone could account for 48 per-

cent of installed electricity capacity and 34 percent of 
electricity output worldwide in around two decades — 
up from today’s 12 percent and 5 percent, respectively, 
the report found.

Renewable energy as a whole could attract $7.4 tril-
lion in global investment by 2040. That’s about three-
fourths of the total $10.2 trillion that will be spent on 
new power generation capacity.

About one-fourth of global greenhouse gas emissions 
come from burning coal, oil, and natural gas for electricity 
and heat, making it the biggest single source of emissions.

Yet all those developments won’t be sufficient to pre-
vent global temperatures from rising more than 2 de-

grees Celsius, or 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit, above pre-in-
dustrial levels, analysts said, meaning that central goal of 
the Paris Agreement likely won’t be met.

 Global emissions
The BNEF report says global emissions from electric-

ity will likely hit their peak in 2026 as governments and 
companies shift away from coal and toward lower-car-
bon sources, such as wind and solar power, in step with 
the promises of the agreement. 

After peaking, emissions will decline by 1 percent per 
year out to 2040. That’s in contrast with the Internation-
al Energy Agency’s forecast, which expects emissions to 
steadily rise for decades to come.

Yet this rate of decline “is not nearly enough for the 
climate,” according to the report.

The 2-degree target is the line scientists say we can’t 
cross if we’re going to avoid catastrophic changes in sea 
level rise, extreme weather events, precipitation pat-
terns, and other effects.

(Source: Mashable)

The ability to regenerate damaged or-
gans and limbs is chief among the many 
intriguing traits that amphibians possess. 
Newts and salamanders can grow new 
hearts and tails. The cells that bud at the 
start of new limb growth can continue 
the process even when they are attached 
to another animal. African clawed frogs, 
known to scientists as Xenopus laevis, are 
not equipped to the same extent but can 
regenerate some limb and skin following 
wounds. And they do it without scarring.

Mammals cannot do any of this. When 
humans are wounded, our skin regener-
ates but not completely, which is why we 
have scars. Different parts of our skin 
have different healing capacities; chest 
skin often scars more severely than leg 
skin, for example. Avoiding scars, particu-
larly following serious injuries, has long 
been a quest of medical research. 

How, exactly, Xenopus frogs accom-
plish scarless skin regeneration is a mys-
tery. Now, researchers from Tohoku Uni-
versity in Japan have uncovered a new 
clue. The finding could lead to better 
techniques for treating burns and other 
traumatic skin injuries, and wound heal-

ing after surgery. 
To study cell regeneration in Xeno-

pus frogs, the researchers bred a group 
of the animals with a fluorescing protein 
labeling subcutaneous tissue; that is, fatty 
skin cells beneath the outer, surface layer 
known as the dermis. 

 Wound healing
Because these cells were glowing, the 

researchers could see that they contrib-
uted to wound healing. They also found 
that skin on the head, which covers bone 
rather than muscle, could also regenerate 
without scarring. 

Knowing that subcutaneous tissue 
is crucial to scar-free wound healing in 
Xenopus frogs means researchers can 
now try to identify the exact mechanism 
in those cells that leads to such regen-
eration. If they can figure out how the 
frogs do it, then scientists could adopt 
the technique to create regenerative skin 
structures that will not scar in people. 

This research, conducted by bio-
chemist Rina Otsuka-Yamaguchi and col-
leagues, is not the first time that African 
clawed frogs have yielded secrets. 

Xenopus frogs were once commonly 

used to confirm pregnancy with a strange 
technique known as the Hogben test, for 
its inventor, British zoologist Lancelot 
Hogben. 

Female frogs injected with urine 
from a possibly pregnant woman would 
begin ovulating overnight if the urine 
contained human chorionic gonado-

triphin, a pregnancy hormone. More 
recently, Xenopus frogs were found to 
carry a deadly fungus responsible for 
wiping out dozens of amphibian spe-
cies around the world. 

The study does not have any implica-
tions for healing emotional scars.

(Source: Newsweek)

Picking your child’s first school can be 
one of the hardest choices you make as 
a parent. Debate rages over whether it’s 
better for children to start academic-style 
learning techniques at a young age or be 
allowed to learn through their own play. 
Much of this centers on how important 
play is to our development.

We recently carried out a study that 
showed the amount of play among pri-
mates is related to the size of an impor-
tant part of the brain. This boosts the evi-
dence that play’s natural function may be 
to facilitate learning and development. 
And it gives a hint as to why animals may 
have evolved to play in the first place.

In our study, we compared the amount 
that different primate species (including 
humans, chimpanzees and gorillas) play 
to the size of a part of the brain known 
as the cortico-cerebellar system. This sys-
tem plays an important role in learning. 
Specifically, it helps to build and use the 
mental models that the brain maintains 
about the world. We looked at both the 
average amount of daily time primate 
species spent in any sort of play, and at 
different species grouped according to 
how much social play there was among 
adults.

The results, published in the journal 
Primates, showed there was generally a 
close relationship between the amount 

that animals played and the size of their 
cortico-cerebellar systems. Those species 
that exhibited the most play also had the 

largest cortico-cerebellar systems.
 Broader endeavour

Our study is part of a broader endeav-

our by biologists to try to understand 
what the biological function of play might 
be. It is very likely that play does have a 
function beyond simply being fun, given 
how much time and energy is dedicat-
ed to it by humans and so many other 
species, from orangutans to octopuses. 
It is highly unlikely that so many animals 
would have evolved to spend so much 
time and energy on a behaviour that 
didn’t benefit them in some way.

Studies looking at squirrels, wild horses 
and brown bears have confirmed that the 
amount of time that animals spend playing 
when they’re young does seem to have an 
important effect on their long-term survival 
and reproductive success. But exactly how 
play achieves this effect isn’t obvious.

Numerous suggestions for what the 
function of play might be have been 
put forward by biologists over the years. 
These have included the idea that play is 
a form of exercise for animals and so im-
proves their health and fitness. And the 
notion that the positive feelings experi-
enced during play may help to counter-
act the damaging effects of stress.

Another idea, which our study sought 
to test, is that play may help an animal’s 
learning and mental development, in-
creasing their chances of successfully 
navigating the challenges of life.

(Source: Newsweek)

‘Wired’ roads could power 
electric cars as you drive
A new wireless power system could help people avoid the inevita-
ble jumbled mess of tangled cords and offer a more efficient way to 
charge electric vehicles on the go, according to a new study.

Researchers at Stanford University adapted a concept from 
quantum physics to produce a wireless charger that does some-
thing other wireless chargers cannot: automatically tune the 
frequency of the radio 
wave — the medium that 
transfers the power — 
to account for changes 
in the distance between 
the charging pad and the 
device. In an experiment, 
the team showed that its 
system transferred power 
with 100 percent efficien-
cy up to about 27 inches 
(70 centimeters).

“The range is perfect 
for electric cars,” Sid As-
sawaworrarit, a doctoral 
candidate in electrical 
engineering at Stanford University, told Live Science. 

Although other wireless-charging devices, such as those 
for phones, already exist, the efficiency drops dramatically if 
the device is too close or too far away from the charger. This 
means a phone has to be placed on top of a charging pad 
to work best, and an electric car needs to be parked directly 
over a pad to recharge efficiently. As such, electronic devices 
are still tethered, albeit invisibly, to their power source, ac-
cording to Assawaworrarit.

The problem lies in the design of these wireless power sys-
tems. They typically consist of a source, which is the charging 
pad, and a receiver, which could be a phone or an electric car.

In the source, radio waves of a certain frequency are gen-
erated to excite electrons in a coil of wire, called a resonant 
inductor. The receiver in the phone or electric car also has a 
resonant inductor made from a coil of wires. When the two 
inductors are put near each other, the energy gets coupled 
from the source to the receiver. In the receiver, a component 
called a rectifier converts the energy from the radio waves to 
usable electrical energy for the phone or the car.

(Source: Live Science)

This new technique could 
change the future of 
biodiesel
Researchers transformed components of rapeseed oil to cre-
ate a biodiesel fuel. 

Inspiration can strike in the most unlikely places. It struck 
chemist Lukas Goossen at a biodiesel factory in Rwanda.

Goossen was visiting the factory to see how it produced 
fuel from local plants. But he was surprised to learn that only 
one specially constructed bus was capable of running on 
pure biodiesel.

The fuel might be environmentally friendly, he thought, 
but what good would it do if regular vehicles couldn’t use it? 
He set out to use his know-how to make a plant-based fuel 
that could work in a normal diesel engine.

The answer turned out to be yes. After Goossen returned 
to his lab at Ruhr-University Bochum in Germany, his team 
developed a biodiesel fuel that works like regular petrodiesel 
and meets European standards for diesel engines.

The key to the new recipe, described Friday in Science 
Advances, was a mixture of catalysts that changed the sizes 
of the molecules in the fuel.

Both standard petrodiesel and biodiesel contain long 
chains of carbon atoms; the main difference is the length 
of those chains. Petrodiesel is a mixture of chains of various 
sizes, while the chains in unmodified biodiesel all contain 
around 18 carbon atoms, Goossen said.

To understand why size matters, let’s go back to high 
school chemistry.

The reaction vessel used for chemically modifying biodiesel.
Small molecules boil at lower temperatures than big ones. 

Because petrodiesel contains molecules of different sizes, 
it boils steadily over a wide range of temperatures — the 
smaller ones boil at around 350 degrees Fahrenheit, while the 
longer ones boil closer to 660 degrees.

(Source: LAT)

Scientists generate 
quantum entanglement in 
space for the first time
By entangling particles on a satellite and shooting them 
down to Earth, China may have just set the tone for a global 
“quantum space race.”

In a new study in the journal Science, Jian-Wei Pan, a 
physicist at the University of Science and Technology of Chi-
na in Shanghai, and his colleagues report that they were 
able to entangle photons aboard a satellite 300 miles above 
Earth and then beam those particles to three ground stations 
across China—each separated by more than 700 miles.

It’s an unprecedented feat. Not only were the particles 
entangled in space (scientists have never done this before), 
but they retained their bizarre connection even after they’d 
been separated by a distance 10 times the previous record 
for what’s called “quantum teleportation.”

Entanglement still boggles physicists’ minds to this day, 
even though our understanding of it has its origins in the 
renaissance of early 20th-century quantum theory research. 

According to quantum mechanics, particles can be in 
different “states” at once, and when they’re observed, those 
superimposed states collapse into just one. When particles 
are “entangled,” their states are linked together across space 
— when the one particle is measured, the other particle’s 
properties become frozen as well. 

(Source: Nova Next)
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Human voices are unique – but our study shows we’re not that good at recognizing them

Climate change efforts still ‘not nearly enough’ to meet Paris targets

Japanese scientists uncover secret to regenerative skin in frogs

What can animal play teach us 
about children’s education?

Studies looking at squirrels, wild horses 
and brown bears have confirmed that the 

amount of time that animals spend playing 
when they’re young does seem to have an 

important effect on their long-term survival 
and reproductive success.
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Long- term population declines for the white-headed 
duck have recently intensified in Iran as a result of habitat 
loss at the key sites such as Fars Province, Sistan Prov-
ince, Lake Gurigöl and also south of Lake Urmia. 

 Distinguish from other diving ducks
Male white-headed ducks are unmistakable with 

white head, large blue bill and long stiff tail often held 
cocked. Females have dark brown head and variable 
grey and dark striped cheek pattern. Their bills are grey 
and swollen at base. Their juveniles are duller and paler 
than females, and in flight looks elongated with short 
uniform wings appearing far forward on body. They live 
in reedy, shallow lakes, and brackish lagoons.

 Conservation Status and distribution
International Union for Conservation of Nature and 

Natural Resources (IUCN) categorized white- headed duck 
as an Endangered (EN) in 2016. It also confirmed this species 
as resident in Spain, Algeria and Tunisia. A larger population 
breeds primarily in Russia and Kazakhstan, and also Turkey, 
Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Armenia, and Mongolia (believed to be increasing in the 
latter). Its status in China is unclear, but it appears to be rare. 
It occurs on passage/in winter in the eastern Mediterranean, 
the Middle East, and central and south Asia. 

 History of decline 
The white-headed duck probably had a global 

population of over 100,000 in the early 20th century; in 
the 1930s an estimated 50,000 wintered on the Caspian 
Sea. However, by 1991 the population was estimated at 
a mere 19,000 ducks. This reduction in numbers was 
matched by a large decline in breeding range. 

Over the last 100 years the white-headed duck has 
become extinct as a breeding bird in Albania, Azerbaijan, 
Corsica, Hungary, Italy, Morocco, and former Yugoslavia. 
Despite the historical declines, however, there was some 
optimism in 1991, since the population was thought to 
be relatively stable. 

Since 1991 that optimism has faded. Numbers appear 
to have plummeted over the last decade to fewer than 
10,000 birds. The decline has been most severe at what 
was the most important wintering site, Burdur Gölü in 

Turkey. In 1991 about 10,900 birds wintered there, but in 
1996 only 1,270 were recorded. 

Obviously, some of the birds have simply scattered to 
other wetlands, and wintering numbers have increased 
elsewhere in the eastern Mediterranean region. They in-
clude the doubling of the population at Lake Vistonis, 
Greece, with other larger increases in Bulgaria and Ro-
mania. However, the counts do not compensate for the 
very large declines at Burdur Gölü.

 Reasons for the decline
The large historical declines are mostly the result 

of extensive drainage of wetlands, particularly in the 
former Soviet Union, Spain and Iran. Over 50 percent of 
breeding habitat was destroyed during the 20th century, 
and the remaining sites are especially vulnerable to 
eutrophication (over-enrichment by nutrients, particularly 
nitrates and phosphates) and pollution. The range of 
threats include industrial, domestic, and agricultural 
pollution, sedimentation, and water extraction, as 
seen at Burdur Gölü and the Sultan marshes in central 
southern Turkey. At Lake Vistonis drowning in fishing nets 
is a severe threat. Dead birds have also been found in 
nets at sites in Spain and Turkey.

 Major threats in Iran
The main threat for white-headed ducks is illegal 

trade and habitat loss. Fereydunkenar bazar considered 
as a main source of illegal trade of wild birds such as 
white-headed duck especially in winters. While a 

major problem for the white-headed duck is habitat 
loss, many populations are also threatened by human 
conflicts. There are also problems such as hybridization 
and competition with the North American ruddy duck 
for western European populations but in Iran there is 
absolutely no confirmed data in this field. In fact, hybrid 
samples of ruddy duck and white headed ducks are 
limited to Europe region not Asia at all. As we know, some 
measures are being taken to control the ruddy ducks in 
France, Portugal, Spain, and Netherlands. But the story of 
white-headed ducks in Iran refers to unsafe life. 

 Great effort in Spain
The Spanish control program is one element of a 

highly effective conservation strategy that was started 
in 1979. Since then a reduction in illegal hunting, the 
regeneration of natural vegetation, the release of 
captive-bred birds into the wild, and from 1989 shooting 
of ruddy ducks and hybrids has led to a dramatic 
population recovery. 

Andalucía Bird Society websites said: “White- headed 
Duck like eutrophic conditions and that these occur at 
Rambla Morales when there is a lot of treated waste 
water being pumped there from the nearby village. This 
occurs in summer, for example, when there are more 
people staying on the coast and therefore more waste 
water. In contrast, after heavy rain, the water in The Pool 
is ‘cleaner’ and there is less chance of seeing the species. 
Meanwhile, Almería province played a significant role 
in the reproductive success of White-headed Duck in 
the 1990s. Now, although its global status remains a 
matter of concern, the Spanish population of the species 
exceeds 4,500; a ‘good news’ story. White-headed Duck, 
and many other species - can these days almost always 
easily be seen floating in and out of the reeds that fringe 
the charco at the Rambla Morales, as well as at locations 
to the west of Almería city such as the Salinas de Cerrillos 
and the Cañada de las Norias.”

But the challenge is to replicate the success of the 
Spanish program for more easterly populations. The 
effective protection of wetlands in Russia and Kazakhstan 
and also Iran is a high priority. Without such protection 
it is almost certain that the white- headed duck will 
continue its dramatic decline.  

White-headed ducks fall into drastic decline  
By Farnaz Heidari

A golden key can open 
any door

 Explanation: anything can be accomplished with 
enough money

 For example: Although the fancy hotel had been 
booked solid for months, Lori was able to reserve a 
room quite easily. A golden key can open any door.

Crop up 
 Meaning: if a problem crops up, it happens or 

appears suddenly and in an unexpected way; arise
 For example: Some new problems cropped up at 

the last minute.

Beggars can't be 
choosers

 Explanation: This expression means that you 
should not reject an offer if it is the only possibility 
you have; you have no choice

 For example: I asked Joe to lend me his bicycle, 
and he sent me this old, rusty one. But beggars can›t 
be choosers. 

ENGLISH PROVERB PHRASAL VERB ENGLISH IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

IRCS launches natural disaster 
preparedness scheme    
Iran’s Red Crescent Society has initiated a nationwide scheme to 
improve public disaster preparedness.
Unfortunately public disaster preparedness is about 9.3 percent on 
average while some 99 percent of the cities of Iran are most likely 
to be hit by an earthquake and 50 percent are vulnerable to flood, 
IRIB quoted Hamid Jamaleddini, an official with IRCS, as saying on 
Wednesday.

راه اندازى طــرح ارتقاى آمادگى در برابر بلاياى طبيعى 
توسط جمعيت هلال احمر

ــوادث  ــا ح ــه ب ــردم را در مقابل ــى م ــش آمادگ ــى افزاي ــرح مل ــران ط ــلال احمراي ــت ه جمعي
ــرد.  ــدازى ك ــى را راه ان طبيع

بــه گــزارش خبرگــزارى صداوســيما حميــد جمــال الدينــى معــاون آمــوزش ، پژوهــش و فنــاورى 
ــه و  ــان اينكــه 99 درصــد شــهرهاى كشــور در معــرض خطــر زلزل ــا بي جمعيــت هــلال احمــر ب
ــا اينگونــه حــوادث  50 درصــد آنهــا در مســير ســيل قــرار دارنــد آمادگــى مــردم را در مقابلــه ب

بــه طــور متوســط 9 و ســه دهــم درصــد اعــلام كــرد .

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATIONLEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

EU moves to restrict 
hormone-disrupting 
chemical found in plastics
A chemical found in CDs, DVDs, kettles and water bottles could 
soon be restricted after the EU authorities ruled that it posed a 
threat to human health because of its effects on hormones.

The European chemicals agency (Echa) voted unanimous-
ly that bisphenol A (BPA) was an ‘endocrine disruptor’, link-
ing it to a range of hormone-twisting health effects including 
cancer, learning difficulties and diabetes. The substance has 
already been singled out for its toxicity to the human repro-
duction system.

The Green law group ClientEarth, which contributed to a 
20-year battle against BPA, said the decision was “historic” 
and called for rapid action by the authorities.

“Now BPA is finally recognized as an endocrine disruptor, 
the EU and national governments must act fast to limit the 
irreversible damage this chemical does to people and the 
environment,” said ClientEarth’s lawyer Alice Bernard.

BPA is one of the world’s best-selling chemicals, with 3.8m 
tones of the substance produced in 2006, around a third of 
which was sold in Europe.

Originally developed as a synthetic mimic of the female sex 
hormone estrogen, it was marketed as an industrial chemical 
and, in 1957, kick started the plastics revolution when it was 
polymerized with phosgene to produce what is today known 
as polycarbonate.

More than 90% of the world’s population are thought to 
have BPA in their urine according to epidemiological studies 
with one report by the German Federal Environment Agency 
finding traces in the urine of 591 out of 599 children tested.

But unease among health professionals grew as a growing 
body of studies linked the chemical to an increased risk of 
cancer, cell tumors, miscarriages and birth defects.

Natacha Cingotti, a spokeswoman for the Health and En-
vironment Alliance, said that the Echa vote was “long overdue 
and of crucial importance so that measures to reduce people’s 
exposure to the substance can be introduced in the future.”

“Endocrine disrupting chemicals that are omnipresent, 
such as bisphenol A, are one of the defining human health 
challenges of our times,” she added.

NGOs fear that industry groups are likely to challenge the 
Echa judgment, with the Plastics Europe trade association 
already opposing Echa’s earlier finding that BPA is toxic to 
human reproduction.

Jasmin Bird, a spokeswoman for Plastics Europe told the 
Guardian: “We are highly concerned about this develop-
ment. We believe that it weakens the strong principle of sci-
ence-based regulatory decisions in the EU, and will result in 
further uncertainty without providing benefit to the safety of 
consumers.”

Bird cited a previous assessment by the European food safety 
authority which that BPA was not an endocrine disruptor.

Even so, Echa is now expected to recommend constraints 
on BPA’s use under the EU’s Reach regulation, possibly as 
soon as next year.

“We can’t predict when it will happen,” an Echa spokesman 
said. “Most probably it will happen, but not very quickly.”

(Source: The Guardian) 

Interview Skills 9 - Asking For 
Information About The Position 
Rebecca: Could you tell me a little about the organization? 
For example, how big is your workforce here?
Mr. Parsons: Well in total we have around 150 employees 
based in Hong Kong with another 400 in our head office in 
Beijing. The news desk staff in Hong Kong comprises around 
80 staff.
Rebecca: I see. And how about the working hours?
Mr. Parsons: Well, as you know Rebecca, in journalism work 
hours are not exactly 9-5. You could be on call at any time. 
We do have to work very unsociable hours at times.
Rebecca: Well I am used to that Mr. Parsons, so that’s not 
really a shock for me.
Mr. Parsons: Good, as long as you understand that.
Rebecca: And when do you need to fill the vacancy, Mr. Parsons?
Mr. Parsons: Yesterday! But no, we are hoping to start from 
the beginning of next month.
Rebecca: That sounds ideal.

 Key vocabulary
workforce: all the people who work in a particular industry or 
company, or are available to work in a particular country or area
base: to have your main place of work, business etc. in a 
particular place
head office: the main office of a company
staff: employees
how about: what do you think
on call: to be available to work at any time
work unsocial hours: to work during the night or early in 
the morning when most people do not have to work
used to: accustomed or habituated to
vacancy: a job that is available for someone to start doing

 Supplementary vocabulary
overtime: to work more than your normal working schedule
policy: a set of rules or procedures in a company 
dress code: rules regarding how one should dress
pay slip: a receipt with information about your salary, deduc-
tions and taxes
HR: Human Resources

(Source: irlanguage.com) 
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TEHRAN — United 
Nations Development 

Program (UNDP) and Iran Forests, Range 
and Watershed management Organiza-
tion renewed cooperation on Carbon Se-
questration Project (CSP) in Iran.

Carbon sequestration is a natural or 
artificial process by which carbon diox-
ide is removed from the atmosphere and 
held in solid or liquid form, as in plants or 
soil. The project aims to sequester atmos-
pheric carbon in arid and semi-arid areas 
of Iran and improve the socio-economic 
status of local communities.  

UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP 
Resident Representative Gary Lewis and 
the director of the Forests, Range, and 
Watershed Management Organization 
Khodakaram Jalali signed a memorandum 
of understating (MOU) to enter the third 
phase of the project here on Saturday. 

As per the MOU the project is expect-
ed to cover four provinces of Yazd, North 
Khorasan, South Khorasan and Golestan 
provinces.

So far UNDP and the government of 
Iran have financed the first two phases of 
the project by allotting $1.6 million and 
$3.2 million respectively. 

According to UN Resident Coordinator 
Lewis, UNDP has allotted some $380,000 
for the third phase of the project and Iran 
will also allocate some $7.6 million to ac-

complish the desirable goals of the new 
phase of the project.

The first phase of this project was in-
itiated in the South Khorasan Province 
with support from the Global Environ-
ment Facility (GEF) in 2003. Now through 
up-scale and replication, the project is at 
various stages of implementation across 
18 provinces in Iran. Given its success, it 
is quickly developing into the rural de-
velopment model of choice in Iran. The 
second phase of the project also started 
in March 2010. 

Over the years, the project has 
demonstrated both the carbon seques-
tration potential of significant quanti-
ties of marginal land and the potential 
of local communities to engage in sus-
tainable rural development. The pro-
ject has empowered local communities, 
generated sustainable enterprises, built 
local institutions, thus ensuring own-
ership by local communities. These 
communities have, in turn, assumed 
responsibility for the restoration, con-
servation and sustainable use of Iran’s 

limited land and water resources.
According to UNDP official website 

overall, the tenets of the Carbon Seques-
tration Project methodology has been 
integrated into the 6th five-year national 
development plan, improved the produc-
tivity of arid lands, and covers 2,832,471 
hectares including 623 villages and 
214,105 residents.

In Birjand, South Khorasan province, 
which is the main project site some 577 
permanent job opportunities were gen-
erated, 63 Village Development Groups 
(VDGs) and a micro-credit system was 
established and more than 2,400 loans 
were provided, over 30,000 hectares 
of land was rehabilitated, and women 
have been involved in all project initia-
tives; approximately one-third (8,600 out 
of 24,500) of the person-days of labor 
needed for restoration works was provid-
ed by female VDGs.

Accordingly at replication sites the 
number of newly-formed Village Devel-
opment Groups (VDGs) has risen to 1,744 
groups, 255 micro-credit funds have 
been established, 25,223 hectares of re-
habilitation measures were carried out 
by VDGs, and 26 capacity-building work-
shops on participatory natural resources 
management approaches were held for 
910 provincial managers, social mobiliza-
tion consultants and facilitators.

ENVIRONMENT
d e s k

Iran, UNDP extend co-op on 
Carbon Sequestration Project 

Have an idea?
Be in touch!

lifestyle.tehrantimes@gmail.com

Have an idea?
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Pakistani diplomats go 
missing in Afghanistan
Two Pakistani diplomats based in a consulate office in the 
eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad have been missing since 
June 16, when they set off by road back to their homeland, 
according to Pakistan’s foreign office.

The officials disappeared while travelling between the 
Torkham border crossing and Jalalabad, capital of Nangarhar 
province.

“The matter has been raised with the relevant Afghan au-
thorities for their safety and recovery, at the earliest,” Paki-
stan’s foreign ministry said in a statement on Sunday.

In response, Afghan authorities have sent three investiga-
tion groups to ensure the officials’ safe return, the statement 
said.

“Pakistan has requested the Afghan government that all 
efforts may be made to ensure early recovery of our officials 
and bring the perpetrators of this heinous crime to justice.”

Attaullah Khugyani, a spokesman for Nangarhar’s gover-
nor, told DPA news agency the “provincial governor has start-
ed efforts to search for and recover the Pakistani consulate 
workers with the full cooperation of the Pakistani consulate 
here”.

Pakistan did not speculate who may be behind the disap-
pearances but various Afghanistan-based groups have tar-
geted diplomats in the past.

Relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan have been 
tense in recent years, with both countries accusing each oth-
er of not doing enough to tackle Pakistani and Afghan Taliban 
fighters.

Afghanistan has accused Pakistan of turning a blind eye to 
Afghan Taliban commanders based within its borders and of 
supporting the group, something Pakistan denies.

Pakistan has claimed that Afghanistan is not doing enough 
to tackle Pakistani Taliban fighters who have been driven out 
of Pakistan, but who still carry out attacks across the border.

Jalalabad is a busy trading hub about 70km from the main 
border crossing with Pakistan, from which landlocked Af-
ghanistan imports much of its goods.

The province is home to various armed groups, including 
the Pakistani and Afghan Taliban.

(Source: agencies)

A lost chance for peace in 
Vietnam
 8  Perhaps the president believed that the United States 
had to hit all available targets before the pause in case it did 
not get another chance. Johnson even approved one target 
on the grounds that if talks with Hanoi materialized, he would 
not want to approve the site later. All along, Johnson had 
been skeptical about the Pennsylvania contact. He claimed 
later that the United States should never have held back on 
the bombing just because “two professors [were] meeting.” 
Johnson was absolutely certain that the bombing was hurt-
ing the North Vietnamese and wanted to keep “pouring the 
steel on.”

But Johnson never considered how increased bomb-
ing raids would play in Hanoi, and that says much about 
how American leaders went to war in Vietnam. Even af-
ter dozens of failed secret peace contacts before Penn-
sylvania, the Johnson administration could not see that 
an apparent escalation in bombing on the eve of a pos-
sible peace mission was not a formula for diplomatic 
success.

The bombing raids not only killed the secret peace talks 
but also played directly into the hands of the hard-liners 
on the Military Commission of the Political Bureau in Ha-
noi, who had consistently argued against negotiations of 
any kind. Rejecting the views of some in the Foreign Min-
istry, Hanoi’s hawks now had all the evidence they needed 
that the United States was not serious about negotiations. 
The top leadership concluded that North Vietnam had no 
choice but to endure the bombing while simultaneously 
trying to erode Washington’s ability to remain in South 
Vietnam.

 Major escalation
North Vietnam increased its infiltration into South Vi-

etnam in preparation for a major escalation of the war in 
early 1968. Gen. William Westmoreland sensed this build-
up and asked Johnson to increase United States troop 
levels in Vietnam. The number of Americans fighting in 
Vietnam rose to over 500,000 just a few months after 
Pennsylvania’s failure.

The talks failed because political and military leaders 
in Washington and Hanoi were afraid to take a chance on 
peace. Hard-liners in Hanoi won the day after Pennsylva-
nia’s collapse. They pushed for a quick military escalation 
in South Vietnam, erroneously believing that the planned 
Tet offensive would lead to a general uprising that would 
topple the Saigon government and force the United States 
to withdraw all of its troops. Johnson, in contrast, was des-
perately trying to keep his options open by escalating the 
bombing just before a pause, but in the end he actually 
narrowed his choices.

Trying to placate both antiwar members of Congress and 
his generals, who wanted a wider war, Johnson tried to find 
a middle ground when there was none. He never fully com-
mitted to negotiations and, believing that the war had to be 
fought with costs and risks in mind, unsuccessfully juggled 
competing interests and ideas. Of course, Johnson also never 
consulted his allies in Saigon about the secret peace talks, 
which would have added a dimension of complexity to any 
agreement.

Ironically, within nine months of Pennsylvania’s failure, the 
United States was engaged in negotiations with North Viet-
nam and the National Liberation Front, also known as the 
Viet Cong that would eventually lead to a unilateral American 
military withdrawal and a cease-fire in 1973 that allowed 10 
infantry units of the North Vietnamese Army to stay in South 
Vietnam. The failure of the last best chance for peace shaped 
the war for years to come.

(Source: The NYT)

The Philippine government said on Sunday that it would 
suspend offensives against communist guerrillas to 
reciprocate a similar plan by the insurgents and allow 
troops to focus on quelling a bloody siege by the Is-
lamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh)-aligned 
terrorists that has dragged on for nearly a month in a 
southern city.

Philippine negotiator Silvestre Bello III said the gov-
ernment move aims to foster talks for a cease-fire ac-
cord and a peace pact with New People’s Army rebels. 
Troops have been battling communist and Muslim mili-
tants simultaneously in the country’s south.

“The Philippine government hereby correspondingly 
reciprocates with the same declaration of not undertak-
ing offensive operations against the New People’s Army,” 
Bello said in a statement, without specifying when such 
a suspension of government offensives would take ef-
fect and under what terms.

Despite the peace overtures, Philippine troops killed 
five communist rebels in separate clashes in the south 
while the guerrillas stormed a police station in a central 
town and seized a dozen assault rifles and pistols over 
the weekend, officials said.

Three communist guerrillas were killed in Davao Ori-

ental province and two others died in Compostela Valley 
in separate clashes with army troops Saturday, military 
officials said.

In the central town of Maasin, about 50 communist 
rebels stormed a police station and seized 12 rifles and 
pistols, two-way radios, laptop computers, jewelry and 
a patrol car, said police Chief Superintendent Cesar 
Hawthorne Binag, who condemned the attack. Criminal 
complaints will be filed against the attackers, he said.

The rebels claimed responsibility for the attack, say-
ing in a statement that they waged the assault to punish 
Maasin policemen for their alleged involvement in ex-
tortion and for failing to stop the spread of illegal drugs 
and gambling.

While President Rodrigo Duterte has pursued talks 
with the communist rebels, who have been waging one 
of Asia’s longest-running Marxist insurgencies, he has 
expressed outrage over continuing guerrilla attacks. The 
rebels have also protested what they said were continu-
ing military assaults on their rural strongholds.

The accusations and other differences have ham-
pered negotiations being brokered by Norway, causing 
a scheduled round of talks to be canceled last month.

The latest flaring of fighting involving the communist 

insurgents erupted as thousands of troops and police 
struggled to end a 27-day siege by Muslim militants 
aligned with the ISIL terrorist group in southern Marawi 
city. Duterte has declared martial law in the south to 
deal with the most daring attack yet by ISIL-linked mil-
itants that has alarmed governments in Southeast Asia.

The intense fighting, now confined in four of 
Marawi’s 96 villages, has left 242 militants, 56 soldiers 
and policemen and 26 civilians dead and turned the 
heartland of the mosque-dotted Islamic city into a 
smoldering battlefield with military aircraft bombard-
ing militant positions with rockets and bombs in daily 
airstrikes.

More than 300,000 villagers of Marawi and outlying 
towns have been displaced and hundreds remained 
trapped in the Marawi fighting. The United States mili-
tary has deployed a spy plane and drones to help troops 
end the insurrection, which was started by an estimated 
500 ISIL-linked terrorists, including foreign fighters.

More than 100 militants holding an unspecified num-
ber of civilian hostages continue to fight troops but their 
resistance has considerably weakened after daily battle 
setbacks, the military says.

(Source: AP)

The bodies of several United States sailors who were miss-
ing after a U.S. navy ship collided with a container vessel in 
the busy sea off the coast of Japan, have been found inside 
the damaged ship, according to the U.S. navy.

The collision happened early on Saturday when 
most of the 200 crew on board the USS Fitzgerald were 
asleep.

Seven U.S. crew members were reported missing fol-
lowing the incident, which occurred south of Tokyo Bay.

Yoko Kato, a spokeswoman for the U.S. navy, said di-
vers had gained access to spaces that were damaged 
during the collision and found a number of bodies.

Joseph Aucoin, commander of the U.S. Seventh 
Fleet, said on Sunday the navy had ended its search and 
rescue efforts for the missing sailors.

He would not say how many bodies had been found, 
pending notification of the sailors’ family members. 

The Japanese coastguard said none of the 20 crew 
members on board the ACX Crystal, a Philippine-flagged 
merchant vessel that collided with the Fitzgerald, were 
wounded.

The navy said that the families of those who were 
found were being notified and provided the support 

they need during “this difficult time.”
The names of the sailors will be released after all no-

tifications are made.
At least three other crew members, including the 

captain, were injured in the crash, which damaged two 
berthing spaces, a machinery room and the radio room 
and exposed a mangled mid-right side of the ship.

It was not clear how extensive the damage was be-
low the water line.

“This has been a difficult day,” Aucoin said before the 
announcement that the bodies had been found.

“I am humbled by the bravery and tenacity of the 
Fitzgerald crew. Now that the ship is in Yokosuka, I ask 
that you help the families by maintaining their privacy as 
we continue the search for our shipmates.”

  Very bizarre
It was unclear how the collision happened. “Once an 

investigation is complete then any legal issues can be 
addressed,” the U.S. navy said.

The waterways approaching Tokyo Bay are busy with 
commercial vessels sailing to and from Japan’s two big-
gest container ports in Tokyo and Yokohama.

Japan’s public broadcaster NHK showed aerial foot-

age of the destroyer, which had a large dent in its right, 
or starboard, side. Images broadcast by NHK showed it 
had been struck next to its Aegis radar arrays behind its 
vertical missile launch tubes.

In May, the U.S. navy’s USS Lake Champlain collided 
with a South Korean fishing vessel, but both ships were 
able to operate under their own power.

(Source: agencies)

The House of Saud Regime warplanes 
have bombed a bustling marketplace 
in Yemen’s extreme northwest, killing at 
least 24 people, the al-Masirah television 
reports. 

The aircraft hit the al-Moshnaq mar-
ket in Sa’ada Province’s Shada’a District 
on Saturday night as people gathered to 
buy staples for Eid al-Fitr, a festivity which 
marks the end of the holy fasting month 

of Ramadan.
The network said the casualty fig-

ure could rise because the aircraft kept 
bombing after relief teams arrived at the 
scene. 

The report said some of the fa-
talities have already been identified 
as relief workers, who died trying to 
reach the marketplace amid contin-
ued bombing.

The House of Saud regime invaded 
Yemen in 2015 to restore former presi-
dent Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi to power. 
Its airstrikes often target civilian popula-
tion centers and the impoverished coun-
try’s infrastructure.

The civilian fatalities caused by the in-
vasion has been put at more than 12,000 
so far.

The Saudi regime bombing of a fu-

neral hall in the capital Sana’a back 
in February grabbed rare internation-
al attention, in which more than 140 
people were killed while attending a 
wake. 

The invasion has enjoyed logistical 
and generous arms support, including 
cluster munitions, from the United States 
and the United Kingdom.

(Source: Press TV)

The United States President Donald 
Trump is beginning his day with a stream 
of tweets defending his record and lash-
ing out at the investigation into Russian 
interference in the election.

In a two-part tweet posted before 7 

a.m. on Sunday, Trump wrote: “The MAKE 
AMERICA GREAT AGAIN agenda is doing 
very well despite the distraction of the 
Witch Hunt.”

He continued by saying: “Many new jobs, 
high business enthusiasm ...massive regula-

tion cuts, 36 new legislative bills signed, great 
new S.C. Justice, and Infrastructure, Health-
care and Tax Cuts in works!”

‘Witch hunt’ is how Trump characterizes 
the probe into Russia’s election interference 
and possible ties to his campaign associates.

Trump advisers describe the president 
as increasingly angry over the investi-
gation, yelling at television sets carrying 
coverage and insisting he is the target of 
a conspiracy.

(Source: AP)

Philippines eyes truce with communist rebels amid siege

Missing sailors’ bodies found in damaged USS Fitzgerald

Saudi bombing of Yemen market kills at least 24

Trump tweets his frustration with Russia investigation

British government scrambles 
to limit fallout from London fire

The British government on Sunday 
scrambled to contain political fallout 
from the London high-rise inferno that 
has claimed at least 58 lives.

The cause of Wednesday’s blaze is 
still under investigation, but anger has 
mounted in the community amid reports 
that exterior paneling used in an exten-
sive renovation completed last year may 
have spread the flames.

Treasury Chief Philip Hammond said 
on Sunday he believes the flammable 
cladding used on the building’s exterior 
is banned in Britain.

Labor Party lawmaker David Lammy 
said that the government and the police 
should immediately seize all documents 
relating to the building’s renovation to 
prevent the destruction of evidence that 
could show criminal wrongdoing.

“The prime minister needs to act im-
mediately to ensure that all evidence is 
protected so that everyone culpable for 
what happened at Grenfell Tower is held 
to account and feels the full force of the 
law,” Lammy said.

He said all records, including emails, 
minutes of meetings, correspondence 
with contractors, safety assessments, 
specifications and reports - must be kept 
intact.

“When the truth comes out about this 
tragedy, we may find that there is blood 
on the hands of a number of organiza-
tions,” Lammy said.

Prime Minister Theresa May said more 
help will be sent to the scene to help sur-
vivors cope and find alternative housing 
now that the 24-story Grenfell Tower has 
been destroyed.

“I have ordered that more staff be 
deployed across the area, wearing high 
visibility clothing, so they can easily be 
found, dispense advice and ensure the 
right support is provided,” May said after 
a meeting with survivors at her Downing 
Street office on Saturday.

In addition, British health authori-

ties will provide long-term bereavement 
counselling for those who lost loved ones 
in the tragedy. Counselors are already 
working with 52 families.

There has been a public outcry at the 
government’s initial failure to provide up-
to-the minute information.

May, criticized in the first few days 
after the blaze for failing to meet with 
victims, says the public inquiry looking 
into the tragedy will report directly to 
her.

She says she will receive daily reports 

from the stricken neighborhood, where 
hundreds of people have been displaced. 
Anger among residents has been mount-
ing in recent days as information about 
the missing has been scanty and efforts 
to find temporary housing have faltered.

British officials say they are helping 
the Syrian family of the first officially con-
firmed victim of the London tower blaze 
to come to Britain.

The Home Office said late on Sat-
urday night it will make arrangements 
for the family of Mohammad Alhajali to 
“travel to the UK in these terribly sad cir-
cumstances.”

The 23-year-old Alhajali is the only 
victim of the Grenfell Tower fire to be of-
ficially named as the difficult process of 
identifying human remains continues.

His family said in a statement that Al-
hajali “came to the UK because he had 
ambitions and aims for his life and for his 
family.”

Police say at least 58 people are either 
confirmed or presumed dead, with the 
figure likely to rise in coming days.

Officials are using dental records, 
fingerprints and DNA samples to try 
and positively identify victims. They say 
they will also use visual elements like 
tattoos and scars, in the painstaking 
process.

Sixteen bodies have been taken to a 
mortuary for examination.

(Source: AP)
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Manchester United are reported to be readying an 
eye-watering bid comprising David de Gea and a cash 
sum in exchange for Real Madrid duo Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Alvaro Morata. 

United are willing to place £183million on the table 
alongside their prized asset De Gea in order to tempt the 
Spanish giants into parting with two of their elite names, 
according to reports in Italy.

Ronaldo is believed to want to leave Spanish football 
after becoming embroiled in tax-fraud speculation and 
perceiving a lack of support from his club as a result.

The news of Ronaldo’s potential availability has put Unit-
ed on red alert, with Old Trafford chiefs desperate to bring 
their former player back to the Premier League.

Madrid had initially slapped a huge £350m price tag 
on Ronaldo in a bid to ward off interest from those clubs 
in a financial position to afford him, namely United and 
French giants PSG. 

But Madrid are known admirers of United goalkeeper 
De Gea and have courted the Spaniard for the past few 

transfer windows.
United are also heavily interested in bringing Morata to 

English shores, and look prepared to part with De Gea in 
order to pull off the enormous transfer coup.

Any potential move which sees De Gea move to Madrid 
however will have big implications over in Italy, particularly 

for AC Milan.
The Serie A giants were recently informed by their 

18-year-old goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma that he 
would be leaving the San Siro once his current deal expires.

The Italian youngster is one of the most highly rated 
goalkeepers in world football, and was gifted his opportu-
nity by his boyhood club Milan back in 2015.

Madrid were believed to be most likely destination for 
the young stopper, who is widely regarded as the natural 
heir to the throne of Italy legend Gianluigi Buffon.

But a possible Madrid acquisition of De Gea would 
throw a spanner in the works, as Donnarumma and his 
agent Mino Raiola would have to explore other options.

United and Madrid will have to wait until after the 
Confederations Cup for any movement regarding Ron-
aldo’s career.

The Ballon d’Or winner is currently in Russia represent-
ing his national team Portugal, the side who he helped 
steer to European glory in France during Euro 2016. 

(Source: Daily Mail)

Manchester United to offer David de Gea plus £183m for Real Madrid duo 
Cristiano Ronaldo and Alvaro Morata

Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton hopes that his 
season becomes less like a “rollercoast-
er ride” after an inconsistent start to the 
2017 Formula 1 season.

Hamilton cut Sebastian Vettel’s 25 
points lead down to 12 in the drivers’ 
standings after a third victory of the sea-
son in the Canadian Grand Prix, helping 
to close the gap after difficult races at So-
chi and Monaco - with a win in the Span-
ish GP between them.

The three-time world champion says 
that getting the W08 working at full po-
tential is still a tough task for Mercedes, 
but that it has learned from previous rac-
es this year.

“For us, personally getting the car 
where we need it every weekend is defi-
nitely a challenge,” he said.

“But I think we’ve learned a lot from 
Monaco and I think we’ve learned a lot 
[from Canada].

“If we acquire the same diligence that 
we did in the past two weeks after every 
single race, even when we win, I’m pretty 
sure that we can continue to fight, and 
maybe not make the rollercoaster ride so 
up and down.”

Hamilton highlighted the team’s turn-
around from Monaco to Montreal as a 
sign of the team learning from its mis-
takes.

“The teamwork, the engineering, was 
so much better,” he added.

“We really understood where we went 
wrong, we really understood where the 
car was wrong, why we couldn’t activate 
the tires.

“We came here with real knowledge, 
rather than an idea of what potentially 
might have been the case and ‘we’ll try a 
couple of them’. We came here with a real 
know-how of how to fix it.”

Hamilton added that his surprise fast-
est lap in the final stages of the Canadian 
GP was not for “fun”, but rather for data 
purposes.

The lap time was a second faster than 
his previous best in the race, and came 
when he was comfortably ahead of his 
team-mate Valtteri Bottas.

“It was not for fun,” he said. “I had not 
really needed to put the car on the limit 
during the race.

“When I come back and do my engi-
neering I have to give back information, 
and I get a lot of that information from 
doing 70 laps of the track.

“There are several different states you 
can put the car in, and I was like ‘one lap I 
need to put the car properly on the limit’.

(Source: Eurosport)

Hamilton wants end to ‘rollercoaster’ 
season

Russian fans say dozens - including a 
notorious fan leader - have been barred 
from going to Confederations Cup games 
after their identity documents were unex-
pectedly canceled.

Fans at the tournament require not 
only tickets but also a Russian govern-
ment-issued “fan ID,” in a measure de-
signed to allow the state to filter out po-
tential troublemakers.

A Moscow-based hotline providing le-
gal support for fans says many Russians 
had IDs granted which were canceled 
hours before Russia’s opening game 
against New Zealand, making their tickets 
useless.

The Multilingual Fan Support Center 
says it has received “tens of messages 
from fans about the annulment of previ-
ously issued fan IDs.”

No reasons were given, the center 
said, and appeals are planned. Russian 
law gives authorities sweeping jurisdic-
tion to refuse fans permission to attend 
games at the Confederations Cup and 
next year’s World Cup.

Fan leader Alexander Shprygin, who 
was twice expelled from France last year 
following violence between Russian and 
English supporters in Marseille, says his ID 
was canceled and he has heard of around 
50 similar cases.

Shprygin, who heads the Russian Fans’ 
Union, told The Associated Press he had 
driven part of the way from Moscow to 
St. Petersburg when he was notified by 
e-mail that his ID was no longer valid.

“There’s basically no reason for this,” 

Shprygin. “I’ve never broken the law at 
a football game, never been arrested. I 
don’t know why this happened.”

Members of various fan groups from 
top Russian clubs including Lokomotiv 
Moscow and Dynamo Moscow were also 
refused, he said.

Shprygin’s organization once received 
support from the Russian government 
and football authorities, but was uncere-
moniously cut loose last year after two of 
its then-board members received prison 
sentences in France for their part in fan 
violence at the European Championship.

The mass annulment of IDs does not 
appear to be connected to a separate 
blacklist of those convicted for hooligan-
ism and firework use at games, which 
bars 191 fans from attending any sports 
events in Russia. Fans from that list who 
applied for Confederations Cup IDs were 
refused immediately, long before the 
tournament, the fan help center said.

(Source: AP)

Russian fans say dozens barred from 
Confederations Cup

Mayweather says accepted 
McGregor fight as fans 
wanted it
Boxer Floyd Mayweather agreed to a crossover fight with mixed 
martial arts champions Conor McGregor because his fans want-

ed it, the 40-year-old has said.
Mayweather, who retired in 

2015 with an unbeaten record 
of 49-0, and UFC lightweight 
champion McGregor will clash 
in a 12-round fight in Las Ve-
gas on August 26 after teasing 
the event for nearly a year.

“McGregor is a tough com-
petitor. People all around the 
world demanded this fight so 
I had to give them what they 
wanted to see,” Mayweather 
is quoted as saying by sports 
website BlackSportsOnline.com.

“They asked for this fight. I 
was in retirement, but they wanted me back and I’m back.”

The multi-division boxing world champion is favorite to beat 
McGregor, who never boxed professionally, in Las Vegas.

(Source: Reuters)

Pele: Messi and Sampaoli 
will need luck to win World 
Cup for Argentina
Lionel Messi and new Argentina coach Jorge Sampaoli will 
need to luck on their side to win the World Cup, according to 
Brazil great Pele.

Messi and La Albiceleste fell at the last hurdle in their quest to 
emulate Argentina’s achievements of 1978 and 1986, losing the 
2014 final to Germany in extra time in Rio de Janeiro.  

Their place at the tournament in Russia next year is by no 
means guaranteed - Argentina occupy fifth, the inter-confed-

eration play-off berth, in the 
CONMEBOL qualifying group.

In seeking to secure safe 
passage to the finals, the Ar-
gentine Football Association 
(AFA) succeeded in luring 
Sampaoli away from Sevilla af-
ter just one season to replace 
Edgardo Bauza as national 
team coach.

And despite his 2015 Copa 
America success with Chile, 
the new man in charge will still 
have to rely on good fortune 
to triumph on the big stage, 
according to Brazil’s three-

time World Cup winner.
“You know, he is a great coach, no doubt, he has vision,” Pele 

said of Sampaoli.
“Argentina always has a good team. I think being coach - 

that’s the reason why I’d never be a coach - because you need 
luck. Sometimes you have the best team with the good players 
and then you don’t win the World Cup.”

As for whether or not Messi needs to win the World Cup to 
confirm his status as one of the game’s greatest ever players, 
Pele feels chance will also play a role. 

“[It] depends, I think this is a little bit like luck, at the same 
moment [as needing to win a World Cup],” he said.

“To me he is a great player, as a midfield forward, to me, 
he’s the best.”

 (Source: Soccerway)

Southampton do not want 
Ryan Giggs as their new 
manager 
Southampton have no interest in appointing Ryan Giggs as their 
new manager as they look for a replacement for Claude Puel.

The south-coast club are in the process of replacing French-
man Puel, who was sacked last Wednesday.

It was revealed last week that the former Manchester United 
winger saw Southampton as an ideal place to take his first steps 

in management. 
However in a second em-

barrassing snub in the space 
of nine months for the Welsh-
man, who is desperate to be-
gin his career in management, 
Southampton do not consider 
him experienced enough for 
the position and are exploring 
other options.

Giggs, 43, was rejected by 
Swansea City, who were also 
concerned by his lack of expe-
rience, last October. Chairman 
Huw Jenkins favoured Giggs for 
the Swansea job but was left 

underwhelmed by his interview.
Giggs’s only experience as a No 1 was as United’s interim 

manager for four games in 2014, following the dismissal of David 
Moyes, of which he won two and drew one.

The Mail on Sunday understand Giggs sounded out South-
ampton, through intermediaries, about his chances of landing 
the job when they were searching for Ronald Koeman’s suc-
cessor last summer, after the Dutchman left for Everton, but 
was told they were not interested then and their position has 
not changed.

Southampton had identified former Borussia Dortmund boss 
Thomas Tuchel, who left the Bundesliga club last month despite 
winning the German Cup, as a possible alternative to Puel, but he 
wants to take charge of a club playing in the Champions League.

(Source: Daily mail)

World football’s rule-makers are to con-
sider a proposal to reduce each half of a 
game to 30 minutes in a bid to prevent 
time-wasting.

The International Football Association 
Board (IFAB) has outlined a raft of radical 
proposed changes to the rules of the game 
in a new strategy document titled Play Fair! 
Adopting two halves of 30 minutes with 
the clock stopped when the ball goes out 
of play is one of dozens of ideas put for-
ward by IFAB in an attempt to make football 
more attractive.

IFAB says the Fair Play! document has 
three aims – to improve player behavior 
and increase respect, to increase playing 
time and to increase fairness and attractive-
ness. “Many people are very frustrated that 
a typical 90-minute match has fewer than 
60 minutes of effective (actual) playing time 
(EPT) i.e. when the ball is in play,” IFAB said 
in the document. “The strategy propos-
es measures to reduce time-wasting and 
‘speed up’ the game.”

IFAB said some of the proposals could be 
implemented immediately and require no law 
changes, while some are “ready for testing/
experiments” and some are “for discussion”.

Among the ideas up for discussion is that 
of a player being allowed to pass to them-
selves at a free-kick, corner and goal kick, a 
stadium clock which stops and starts along 
with the referee’s watch, and allowing a goal 
kick to be taken even if the ball is moving.

Other ideas up “for discussion” include 
referees blowing for half-time or full-time 
only when the ball goes out of play, and a 
penalty kick being either scored or missed/
saved, with players not allowed to follow 
up to score, in order to stop encroachment 
into the penalty area.

Plans which need no law changes mostly 

apply to IFAB’s bid to combat time-wasting. 
The document says match officials should 
be stricter on the rule which allows goal-
keepers to hold the ball for six seconds.

IFAB suggests match officials should be 
stricter on time-keeping, stopping their 
watch from a penalty being awarded to the 
spot-kick being taken, from a goal being 
scored until the match resumes from the 
kick-off, and from the signal of a substitution 
to play restarting.

The proposals already being tested in-
clude the idea of only allowing captains to 

speak to referees to prevent match officials 
being mobbed. This is being trialled at the 
Confederations Cup in Russia, which start-
ed on Saturday.

Another proposal already being tested is a 
change to the order of penalty kicks in shoot-
outs, known as ABBA. Instead of teams taking 
alternate penalties, the new system involves 
team A taking the first kick, then team B tak-
ing two, then team A taking two.

“The ‘first’ kick in kicks from the penal-
ty mark has a built-in advantage primarily 
because there is greater mental pressure 

on the second kicker (in each round) who 
often faces instant elimination if they miss 
their kick (especially once the first four kicks 
for each team have been completed),” the 
document says.

IFAB is made up of world football’s govern-
ing body, Fifa, and the four British home foot-
ball associations and is responsible for making 
the final decision on law changes. The Play Fair! 
document will be discussed at various meet-
ings before decisions are taken on whether to 
develop ideas further or discard them.

(Source: Guardian)

Football rule-makers to consider 
reducing games to 60 minutes
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Kimia Alizadeh to bear flag 
at 2017 World Taekwondo 
Championships
Kimia Alizadeh, the first Iranian woman to win an Olympic 
medal, has been selected as flag-bearer for the opening cer-
emony of the 23rd edition of the World Taekwondo Champi-
onships in South Korea. 

Kimia Alizadeh, the 18-year-old taekwondoka, who made 
headlines at 2016 Rio Games by becoming the first Iranian 
woman to win an Olympic medal, has been selected by the 
World Taekwondo Federation (WTF) to be the flag-bearer at 
the opening ceremony of the 23rd edition of the World Taek-
wondo Championships to be held in is held in Muju, South 
Korea from June 24 to June 30, 2017.

The new logo of the WTF will also be unveiled at the 
opening and Alizadeh will be wearing the WTF’s special outfit 
with the new logo.

The Iranian male taekwondo squad consists of Armin 
Hadipour, Farzan Ashourzadeh, Mirhashem Hosseini, Abol-
fazl Yaghoubi, Masoud Hojjizavvareh, Pourya Erfanian, Saeid 
Rajabi, and Sajjad Mardani.

The female squad consists of Nahid Kiani, Tayebeh Parsa, 
Kimia Alizadeh, Melika Pourhosseini, Zahra Pouresmaeil, and 
Akram Khodabandeh.

The Iranian taekwondokas will depart for South Korea 
Sunday night.

Accoridng to WTF, 917 athletes from 183 nations have 
signed up for the June 24-30 WTF World Taekwondo Cham-
pionships in Muju. This will be the seventh WTF worlds in 
South Korea and first since 2011.

(Source: MNA)

Amirhossein Peyrovani 
officially named Iran 
Olympic coach 
Former head coach of Iran U-20 football team has been named 
as new head coach of Iran U-23 football team on Saturday. 

Iran will play Kyrgyzstan and Oman in the 2018 AFC U-23 
Championship qualification in July under guidance of Peyrovani.

Peyrovani’s Iran failed to qualify for the World Cup knock-
out stag in South Korea in early June after being defeated by 
Zambia and Portugal, despite a win over Costa Rica.

Iran U-23 football team has not qualified for the Olympics 
since 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal, Quebec.

The 47-year-old coach has already worked in Iran’s U-23 
football team as an assistant in 2009.

(Source: Tasnim)

Ashkan Dejagah linked with 
Iran’s Persepolis: report
Former Fulham and Wolfsburg midfielder Ashkan Dejagah 
has been linked with a move to Iranian giant Persepolis. 

The Iranian international midfielder is without a team since 
parting company with Wolfsburg in early June.

The Iranian media reported that the Iranian football club 
is interested in signing Dejagah.

The 30-year-old attacking midfielder has played for Iran 
national football team 40 times and scored seven goals. 

According to the media, Persepolis striker Mehdi Taremi 
has been also linked with GNK Dinamo Zagreb. 

Persepolis club has ruled out for a move for Dejagah and 
also letting Taremi to leave Persepolis.   

(Source: Tasnim) 

Iran beach volleyball team 
claims CSIT World Sports 
Games title
The Iranian men’s national beach volleyball A team has 
claimed the top position at the ongoing fifth edition of Con-
fédération Sportive Internationale Travailliste et Amateur 
(CSIT) World Sports Games in Latvia, after trouncing the Rus-
sian squad in the title match.

Beach volleyball enthusiasts brimmed with joy as the Iranian 
team of Yaqoub Beigi, Kamal Qorayshi, Mohammad Tamajazah 
and Abdollah Azar overcame their Russian counterparts at the 
end of a game staged in the Latvian capital city of Riga.

The Iranian players began the match in a better fashion, 
and slammed fine spikes and blocked the ball well to take the 
first set 21-19.

 The Russians then managed to gain the lead, and took up 
the available opportunities to surge ahead. They grabbed the 
second set by 23 points to 21.

The Persians retook the supremacy in the third set, and kept 
on earning points. They eventually pulled out a 15-8 win.

Meanwhile, the French beach volleyball squad defeated Aus-
tria 2-0 in the third-place play-off and got the bronze medal.

The fifth edition of the CSIT World Sports Games kicked off 
in Riga, Latvia, on June 13 and will run through June 18, 2017.

(Source: Press TV)

Lionel Messi has been enjoying some 
well-deserved rest and relaxation on hol-
iday in the last few weeks alongside his 
friends and family.

The Argentine forward soaked up the 
sun in Ibiza with Barcelona teammates 
Luis Suarez and former teammate Cesc 
Fabregas, now at Chelsea.

The trio were joined by their respec-
tive families on the Balearic island, where 

they sunbathed on a yacht and sampled 
the local cuisine.

While the talented footballers were 
still in Ibiza a picture of a very long res-
taurant bill emerged online and quickly 
went viral.

It was alleged that the whopping 
€37,330 (£32,630) bill showed the cost 
of a meal shared by Messi, Fabregas and 
Suarez, and their significant others.

Taking to social media, the Argen-
tine responded to the post on a page, 
which has since taken down the picture 
of the bill (meaning Messi’s comment 
went with it).

The Argentine wrote: “Hahahahaha-
haha, what a way to talk s***. How they 
invent. The most beautiful thing is that 
people believe it.”

(Source: Mirror) 

Messi responds to rumors he ran up a massive €37,330 dinner bill 

Paolo Maldini has qualified for a professional tennis 
tournament in Italy after coming through a qualifying 
competition with his doubles partner Stefano Landonio.

The football legend will play in the Milan Open, 
which is a second-tier ATP Challenge Event and acts as 
a second-tier to the World Tour. However, it is still con-
tested by people who have been playing tennis their 
whole lives.

In comparison, Maldini only picked up a racket after 
hanging up his boots in 2009, finishing a career in which 
he played more than 600 times for AC Milan and won a 
further 126 caps for Italy.

Despite being 48 years old and with a fraction of the 
experience you would think he needs, Maldini and his 
doubles partner triumphed at the ‘rodeo’ competition 
at the Aspria Harbour Club, earning them a place in the 
main draw at the upcoming Milan Open.

His athletic prowess appears to have shone through 
on the court with Landonio telling Il Tennis Italiano: ‘We 

knew we could play well. It was our first competitive 
tournament, but we previously played some exhibition 
matches with Paolo for charity activities.

‘Having started to play so late, just 5-6 years ago, he 
struggles a little bit on a technique level.

‘Considering what he did in the past, he has amazing 
mental and physical abilities. Mentally he doesn’t strug-
gle in the key moments, he is really strong.’

Maldini’s new-found love for tennis has been no se-
cret with the former Italy captain recently revealing he 
had taken up boxing for three years before eventually 
finding the racket.

‘I have other interests and business outside of football 
so I just want to have my own schedule and see what real 
life is,’ he said in 2015. ‘I play tennis now. I love it. I did 
boxing for three years and that was very nice. It’s a hard 
but great, great sport. I really love the training aspect of it.’

He is not the only AC Milan legend to have dis-
covered a new talent post-retirement with Andriy 
Shevchenko making a professional debut in golf back 
in 2013. However, the Ukrainian’s time at the top was 
short-lived as he finished 40 shots back from the winner 
at the Kharkov Superior Cup.

(Source: Daily Mail)

Paolo Maldini joins band of multi-sport masters after qualifying 
for professional tennis event in Italy

Two days after winning 
title of the Greco-Ro-

man in Asian Junior Wrestling Champi-
onships, the Iranian freestylers finished 
in first place in Chinese Taipei on Sunday. 

The Iranian team won three gold 
medals, two silvers and two bronzes, 
claiming the title with 69 points.

Uzbekistan finished in second place with 
67 points and Kazakhstan came third with 
57 points. In the 74kg weight class, Mo-
hammad Mottaghinia defeated Isa Shapiev 
of Uzbekistan and won a gold medal. 

Ahmad Yousef Bazrighaleh defeated In-
dian Deepak Punia in the 84kg to earn Iran’s 
second gold medal in the competition. 

Danial Mahdi Shariatinia defeated 
Kyrgyzstan’s Dinislambek Taalaibek Uulu 
in the 96kg and won a gold medal. 

Yones Emami lost to Sharvan Sharvan 
from India in the 60kg and seized a silver 
medal.  Amirhossein Hosseini was defeat-
ed against Japanese Ryoma Anraku in the 
66kg class and won the silver medal. 

Nader Nasri in the 55kg and Shayan 
Jalilzadeh in the 120kg snatched two 
bronze medals for the Iranian team. 

 The 2017 Junior Asian Wrestling 
Championships were held at the Na-
tional Taiwan University of Sport in Tai-
chung city of Chinese Taipei from June 
15-18.

Iranian freestylers crowned Asian 
Junior champion 

Sepahan midfielder 
Ehsan Haji Safi and 

Persepolis striker Mehdi Taremi have 
been reportedly linked with move to 
Greek football club FC Panionios. 

According to reports in the local 
media, Haji Safi, who played for FSV 
Frankfurt last year, is going to continue 
his football in a European league once 
again. 

 Haji Safi is set to team up with fellow 
countryman Masoud Shojaei at Panio-
nios.

Haji Safi has represented Iran at the 
2011 AFC Asian Cup, 2014 FIFA World 
Cup and the 2015 AFC Asian Cup, in 

addition to Sepahan at the 2007 FIFA 
Club World Cup.

He has scored six goals in 82 caps 
for Iran.

Taremi is also a target for the Greek 
team, according to the local media.

The best goalscorer of the Iranian 
football league in the previous two 
seasons, has been also linked with a 
move to Croatia’s GNK Dinamo Za-
greb.

Taremi has one year left remaining 
on his current contract at Persepolis 

He has scored three vital goals in 
Iran’s last three matches in the 2018 
World Cup qualification. 

Ehsan Haji Safi, Mehdi Taremi on 
Panionios’s radar
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President of the Federation of Inter-
national Football Association (FIFA) 

Gianni Infantino has congratulated Football Federation 
Islamic Republic of Iran (FFIRI) on booking a berth in the 
2018 World Cup.

Iran national football team advanced to successive 
FIFA World Cups for the first time in their history Mon-
day night.

Team Melli defeated Uzbekistan 2-0 in Tehran’s 
Azadi Stadium.

Sardar Azmoun and Mehdi Taremi scored for the 
Persian Gulf country.

“After a 2-0 victory over Uzbekistan on Monday 
evening in Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran is the third 
team – the first in Asia – to qualify for the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup, joining the host country, Russia, and five-
time FIFA World Cup winners Brazil,” said Infantino in a 
letter addressed to FFIRI president Mehdi Taj. 

“Having now returned to Switzerland from a trip to 
Korea Republic and China PR, I would like herewith to 
congratulate you and your national team on this qualifi-
cation for the biggest single-event sporting competition 
in the world,” FIFA President wrote. 

“This is the second consecutive and fifth overall quali-
fication to the FIFA World Cup for the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, having previously appeared at football’s showpiece in 
1978, 1998, 2006 and 2014. The achievement of the Team 
Melli is the result of the determination of everyone in-
volved. My sincere congratulations go to the players, coach 
Carlos Queiroz, the entire technical and medical staff, and 
the fans. I wish you all the best and am looking forward to 
seeing you again soon,” Infantino concluded.   

FIFA President Infantino congratulates 
Iran on World Cup qualification



Carrie Fisher’s death caused by sleep 
apnea, other factors: coroner

DiCaprio returns Brando Oscar as part 
of Malaysian laundering probe

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Actor 
Leonardo DiCaprio has turned over an 
Oscar won by Marlon Brando to U.S. 
investigators probing alleged money 
laundering by a state-owned Malaysian 
investment fund, his representatives said 
on Thursday.

DiCaprio has also initiated the return 
of other, unidentified items that the actor 
said he accepted as gifts for a charity 
auction and which originated from people 
connected to the 1MDB wealth fund, they 
said in a statement.

In July, Hollywood production 
company Red Granite was accused in a 
U.S. civil lawsuit of using $100 million that 
prosecutors said had been diverted from 
the 1MDB fund to finance DiCaprio’s 2013 
film “The Wolf of Wall Street,” in which he 
starred.

DiCaprio said in October he was 
cooperating with the probe and would 
return any gifts or donations if they were 
found to have come from questionable 
sources.

“Mr. DiCaprio initiated return of these 
items, which were received and accepted 
by him for the purpose of being included 
in an annual charity auction to benefit 
his eponymous foundation,” Thursday’s 
statement said.

“He has also returned an Oscar originally 

won by Marlon Brando, which was given to 
Mr. DiCaprio as a set gift by Red Granite to 
thank him for his work on ‘The Wolf of Wall 
Street,’” the statement added.

The Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation, 
set up in 1998, supports a range of 
environmental projects.

In a new filing on Thursday, the U.S. 
Department of Justice moved to seize 
artwork by Picasso and Basquiat that it 
said had been purchased with laundered 
Malaysian money and gifted to DiCaprio 
by associates of Red Granite.

It was not clear from DiCaprio’s 
statement whether he had already 
returned the two paintings, and a Diane 
Arbus photograph that was also listed in 
the DOJ legal filing.

Thursday’s filing also sought to seize the 
assets of two other Red Granite produced 
films which investigators allege were 
financed by money from the 1MDB fund 
- the 2014 comedy “Dumb and Dumber 
To” starring Jim Carrey, and 2015 comedy 
“Daddy’s Home” starring Will Ferrell.

Los Angeles-based Red Granite 
Pictures said in a statement on Thursday it 
was “actively engaged in discussions with 
the Justice Department aimed at resolving 
these civil cases and is fully cooperating.”

Representatives of Carrey and Ferrell did 
not immediately return calls for comment.

TEHRAN — Art critic Javad Mojabi 
called Iranian expressionist artist 

Nasser Ovissi the painter of poetry during the opening 
speech of his one-day exhibit at the Tehran Museum of 
Contemporary Art (TMCA) on Saturday.

Ovissi’s paintings are being shown with a selection of 
foreign artifacts preserved in the treasure trove at the 
museum.

“The artist has acknowledged in a pure fashion 
the secret of constant companionship of poetry and 
painting,” Mojabi said.

“Ovissi has studied law at the university but his heart 
was full of poetry and reading poetry of the masters 
gradually awoke the spirit of poetic painting in his works 
and that is why he can be called the painter of poetry,” 
he remarked.

“Works by Ovissi have been constantly displayed 
in different exhibits over the past 60 years. His due 
attention to Persian miniature painting as a national 
heritage has helped him connect the traditional 
atmosphere of Iranian miniature painting with the 
contemporary era by simplifying the lines and colors,” 
Mojabi explained.

He next explained that Ovissi’s passionate and 
healthy attitude towards mankind has filled his works 

with outstanding beauty.
“He paints his dreams of a simple earth with free 

people in his paintings. Wherever he has traveled he 
has taken his homeland with his heart in his brush and 
palette,” Mojabi said.

In his brief words, Vahid Malek, the Director of Tehran’s 
Art Center, which is the organizer of Ovissi’s works, also 
said that the exhibit was set to commemorate the 60th 

anniversary of the artistic career of Ovissi.
“We are happy that works by Ovissi were put on 

display alongside works by world artists, although we 
are aware that he deserves more,” Malek said.

A book containing pictures of over 1000 works by 
the U.S.-based artist was also unveiled at the ceremony.

The ceremony was attended by a number of officials, 
artists and actors including Deputy Culture Minister 
for Artistic Affairs Ali Moradkhani, Kurosh Shishegaran, 
Hossein Mahjubi and Reza Kianian.

Works by Ovissi have so far been displayed in over 
60 exhibitions in his homeland and other countries. 

In 1977, Ovissi and celebrated Spanish surrealist 
painter Salvador Dali held a joint exhibition in Madrid.

A number of Ovissi’s works are on display at museums 
in Iran and Italy, France, England, Greece, Switzerland, 
Germany, Turkey, India, Sweden, Canada, Spain and the 
United States. 

He is also the author of over 15 books written in 
Persian, English, Italian and Spanish. 

Ovissi has been listed in the Benezit Dictionary of 
Artists, an extensive French publication of bibliographical 
information on painters, sculptors, designers and 
engravers created primarily for art museums, auction 
houses, historians and dealers.

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — The 
death last year of actor Carrie Fisher, 
best known for her role as Princess Leia 
in the “Star Wars” franchise, was due to 
sleep apnea and other causes, the Los 
Angeles County Coroner’s Office said in 
a statement on Friday.

Fisher died aged 60 on Dec. 27, four 
days after she became unresponsive on 
a flight from London to Los Angeles and 
was rushed to a hospital.

Fisher was a mental health advocate 
who spoke about her struggles with 
bipolar disorder and cocaine addiction. 
Aside from her film work, she was also 
popular as a writer and humorist and 
her memoir “The Princess Diarist” was 
released a few weeks before she died.

The Los Angeles County Coroner’s 
Office conducted an examination of her 
body on Dec. 30 and has since found 
she died of sleep apnea and “other 
undetermined factors,” the coroner’s 
statement said.

 Fisher also had atherosclerotic 
heart disease and had used drugs, 
the statement said, but noted the 
significance of these factors in relation 
to her demise had not been ascertained.

A watch commander for the coroner’s 
office declined to provide additional 
details on the findings, referring 

questions to a representative who was 
not immediately available.

Carrie Fisher came from a Hollywood 
family, as the daughter of actor Debbie 
Reynolds and singer Eddie Fisher.

The day after Carrie Fisher died, 
Reynolds, who starred in Hollywood 
musicals such as “Singin’ in the Rain,” 
suffered a stroke and died, aged 84. 
Eddie Fisher died in 2010.

Born in Beverly Hills, Carrie Fisher 
got her show business start at age 12 
in her mother’s Las Vegas nightclub act. 
She made her film debut as a teenager 
in 1975 comedy “Shampoo,” two years 
before her breakthrough in the first “Star 
Wars” movie.

Fisher reprised the role in later “Star 
Wars” sequels.

In the 2015 film “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens,” also known as “Episode VII” 
of the franchise, she appeared again as 
Leia, who by then had become an astute 
military general.

After undergoing treatment in the 
mid-1980s for cocaine addiction, Fisher 
wrote the bestselling novel “Postcards 
from the Edge,” about a drug-abusing 
actress forced to move in with her 
mother. The book was later adapted into 
a film starring Meryl Streep and Shirley 
MacLaine.

TEHRAN — Iranian film 
master Abbas Kiarostami will be 

memorialized in an art exhibition inspired by “ABC 
Africa”, his 2001 documentary about the ravages of 
AIDS and civil war in Uganda.   

Tehran’s Daargoun Gallery will organize the exhibit 
titled “The Other Side of the Window” from Kiarostami’s 
birthday on June 22 to his death anniversary on July 
5, the director of the gallery, Arash Raisian, said in a 
press release on Sunday.

Forty-three artists have created 43 tableaus 
exclusively for the event. Among the artists are Marjan 
Sabeti, Taraneh Sadeqian, Milad Azizi, Reza Hedayat, 
Elham Yazdanian, Ahmad Moradi, Soheil Hashemi, 
Mohammadreza Abbasi and Mina Ghaffari.

“Paying tribute to Mr. Kiarostami is a topic of 
concern to me,” he stated and added, “I insist on 
organizing an art event every year in memory of him.”

“Each organized event should turn its spotlight 
on a certain social concern,” he noted and said that 
the exhibition is intended to raise awareness about 
AIDS in line with what Kiarostami pursued in his “ABC 
Africa”.

A portion of the funds that will be raised by the 
exhibition is scheduled to be granted to the Alborz 
Society of Health Advocate (ASHA), an Iranian NGO 
that provides various services for children with HIV.  

 Groups of such children will visit the exhibition 
and prominent storyteller Mahtab Shahidi will narrate 
stories for the children.

In addition, during the exhibition, children’s book 
writer Mostafa Rahmandoost will hold poetry sessions 
and children’s art teacher Jamaleddin Ekrami and 

painter Samira Darya are scheduled to hold theatrical 
performances.
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Tehran centers to 
display poster on 
Palestine

Kaghazrangi 
performing at 
Georgian music 
festival

“The Tea Planter’s 
Wife” comes to 
Iranian bookstores

Iranian shorts to 
compete in Santa 
Cruz festival 

TEHRAN — Two exhibitions will put 
30 posters on Palestine and Islamic 

Awakening on display today at the Abolfazl Aali Gallery of 
the Tehran Art Bureau and Tehran’s Palestine Museum of 
Contemporary Art.

The poster have been created by Iranian artist Seyyed 
Hamid Sharifi-Alehashem.

The exhibit, which will be running until July 3, has been 
organized to commemorate International Quds Day, an 
annual event held on the last Friday of Ramadan to express 
support for Palestinians.

TEHRAN — Kaghazrangi, an Iranian 
music band composed of 12 child 

musicians, is participating in the International Folk Music 
and Dance Festival – Perkhuli, which is currently underway 
in Tbilisi, Georgia.

The band led by Shahriar Baluchestani features Matin 
Janqorban, Bardia Baluchestani, Bamdad Shafieian, Arash 
Rahimi, Mohammad-Matin Emami and Bardia Rahimi.

The band, which also features Aryan Saburnia and 
Adrina Razzaqi on vocals, gave a performance on Sunday 
during the festival that will run until June 20.

TEHRAN — British novelist Dinah 
Jefferies’ 2015 book “The Tea Planter’s 

Wife” has recently been published in Persian by Nafir 
Publications in Tehran.

Translated by Meysam Fadai, the book is about Gwen, a 
young Englishwoman who marries an older widower and 
tea plantation owner in Sri Lanka during the 1920s.

TEHRAN — Two Iranian short films will 
compete in the third edition of the Santa 

Cruz International Film Festival opening today.
“Mate” by Mashhud Mohsenian is an entry to the Fiction 

Short Film category and “MR. A” by Siamak Ahmadi will go 
on screen in the Animation Short Film category.

The festival will be running until June 21 in Santa Cruz in 
southern Argentina.
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Art exhibit inspired by “ABC Africa” 
to memorialize Abbas Kiarostami
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A poster for “The Other Side of the Window”

Art critic Javad Mojabi (L) and painter Hossein Mahjubi (R) visit 
an exhibition of paintings by Nasser Ovissi at the TMCA on 
June 17, 2017.                            (Honaronline/Alireza Farahani)

Carrie Fisher poses for cameras as she arrives at the European Premiere of ‘‘Star Wars, The 
Force Awakens’’ in Leicester Square, London, December 16, 2015.     (Reuters/Paul Hackett)

Cast member Leonardo DiCaprio arrives for the U.K. premiere of “The Wolf of Wall Street” at 
Leicester Square, London January 9, 2014.                                           (Reuters/Paul Hackett)

Art critic Javad Mojabi calls Nasser Ovissi painter of poetry

Whitney Houston was 
never ready for fame, 
says new documentary
NEW YORK (Reuters) — Before the millions of record 
sales, hundreds of awards and international acclaim, Whitney 
Houston was simply “Nippy from Newark”, a naive young girl, 
ill prepared for fame.

A new documentary, titled “Can I Be Me”, looks at how 
Houston, who graduated from child performer to become one 
of the most-famous female singers of all time, subsequently 
struggled with drug and alcohol issues before her death in 
2012.

“She didn’t know what she was going into, she was so 
beautiful and you can see she is just having fun,” filmmaker 
Nick Broomfield told Reuters.

 “She was portrayed as, you know, the American princess. 
So, actually she was from Newark. She was ‘nippy’ from 
Newark, the ghetto, worst race riots next to Los Angeles in the 
whole of America.”

Broomfield spent two years going through archives and 
speaking with people close to Houston, who began singing 
in a gospel choir in New Jersey at the age of 11 and was 
discovered in a nightclub in the 1980s by record producer 
Clive Davis who guided her career.


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10
	page 11
	page 12
	page 13
	page 14
	page 15
	page 16

