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Five Points on 
Western Missile 
Policy toward Iran

In recent weeks, we have witnessed 
Western political and media propa-
ganda against our country’s missile 

power. This trend has intensified after 
the defeat of ISIS in Syria and Iraq, which 
is considered to be a defeat of the West 
in the region. Donald Trump, the U.S. 
President, in his controversial speech 
against the nuclear deal, also called for 
the inclusion of Iran’s missile capabili-
ty as a prerequisite for maintaining the 
nuclear deal by the United States. On the 
other hand, French President Emanuel 
Macron has repeatedly expressed concern 
over our country’s missile power over the 
past few days. Macron has called for talks 
with Iran on this issue. It’s obvious that 
there exists cooperation among Western 
officials in opposition to Iran’s missile 
program. There are some points that need 
to be addressed in this regard:

- At the September meeting between 
U.S. and French presidents on the sidelines 
of the United Nations General Assembly 
in New York, it was decided that Paris 
would exacerbate its pressure on Tehran 
to hold missile talks. Even so, before the 
visit, French officials wanted to negotiate 
Iran’s missile and defense capabilities. But 
after this meeting, France’s pressure on 
the missile and defense capabilities of our 
country has increased exponentially. Even 
Emanuel Macron blamed the Ansarullah 
missile attack against Riyadh on the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran. Under this pretext, he 
called the missile power of our country a 
threat to regional security. Therefore, French 
authorities recent positions against Iran’s 
missile program have not been coincidental 
or accidental, but it’s rather the result of 
cooperation between Trump and Macron.

- In the course of the nuclear nego-
tiations between Iran and members of 
the P1 + 5 in Geneva and Vienna, French 
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius played 
the role of the bad police, and prevented 
the conclusion of an interim agreement 
between the parties in Geneva. Now, 
Emmanuel Macron has been tasked by 
Trump to play the role of the bad police 
toward Iran’s missile power once again. 
The only difference is that there isn’t, and 
won’t be a negotiation anymore!   13

In Washington’s 
view Palestinians 
should be punished 
if they cry injustice 

  

The State Department has threat-
ened to shut down the Palestine 
Liberation Organization’s office 

in Washington DC. According to a State 
Department official, the decision follows 
moves by the Palestinians to bring Israel 
before the International Criminal Court.

This, the administration said, would breach 
conditions imposed by Congress which pro-
hibited the PLO from taking a case to the ICC.

The office could, however, be reopened 
after 90 days if President Trump believes 
the PLO has entered into “direct, mean-
ingful negotiations with Israel.”

Whether the PLO office remains open 
or closed in Washington does not change 
anything on the ground because the U.S. 
cannot by any standards be an impartial 
peace broker between Israel and Palestinians. 

If Israel would have shown a bit of 
fairness and the United States had any 
influence on Tel Aviv there would have 
been a little progress in settling the de-
cades-long conflict. But now the question 
is why the United States is angry over 
investigation of Israeli crimes by the ICC.

The United States which lectures others 
about rule of law and respect for human 
rights is afraid of a UN probe into Israeli 
behavior in the occupied lands.

In the same vein it is a joke that while 
Israel continues to build more homes on 
the Palestinian lands Trump’s adminis-
tration talks about “meaningful dialogue” 
with Israel on the part of Palestinians. 
Probably in view of Trump “meaningful 
dialogue” is synonymous with agreeing 
to the wishes of a regime which occupies 
your land and tortures your citizens. 

Vetoing successive UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions against Israel and support 
for Israeli atrocities in the occupied terri-
tories over the past decades have already 
tarnished the image of the United States 
and contributed to emergence of extremism 
and terrorism in the Arab world, especially 
among the youth.

The threat of closing the PLO office 
clearly shows that Washington is trying to 
coerce Palestinians into entering dialogue 
with Israel which commits crimes against 
them. In view of Washington if you cry 
against Israeli settlements you should be 
punished or sanctioned.

Leader: 
Daesh fall is great 
service to humanity 

Italian museum to 
showcase jewelry collection 
by Iranian designers 

Persepolis 
GM Taheri resigns 
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Saudis are treating Hariri 
with scorn and like a 
lackey: Shireen Hunter 7
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Iran’s Soleimani declares 
promised fall of ISIS

Istanbul University remembers 
Iranian poet Shahriar

Rouhani criticizes Arab League’s 
inaction on Daesh

TEHRAN — In a message to Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei published on Sepah News 
website on Tuesday, Major General 
Qassem Soleimani, the commander of 
Iran’s Quds Force, declared the end of 
Daesh (ISIS).

The announcement comes as the Iraqi 
and Syrian armies, backed by popular forc-
es and Iranian military advisors, managed 

to flush Daesh militants out of their last 
strongholds in both countries, declaring 
victory over the terrorist group.

Soleimani, who has been at frontline 
positions in battles against Daesh in Iraq 
and Syria, thanked Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
wise leadership, the sacrifices of Iraqi 
and Syrian people and governments 
as well as the defenders of the shrine 
for their courageous fight against the 
terrorist group.  2 

TEHRAN – Istanbul 
University commemo-

rated Mohammad-Hossein Behjat Tabrizi, the 
prominent contemporary Iranian poet who is 
known by his pseudonym Shahriar, during a 
symposium at the Faculty of Letters on Monday.

The symposium opened with a speech 
by the dean of the faculty, Professor Hayati 

Develi who expressed his thanks to the 
University of Tabriz in Iran and Iranian 
cultural attaché Abdorreza Rashed for 
their contributions to the conference.

He also said that Shahriar composed 
numerous pieces in Persian and Azerbai-
jani that cause the ties between Iranian and 
Turkish cultures to be strengthened.  16 

TEHRAN — Irani-
an President Hassan 

Rouhani on Tuesday harshly criticized 
the Arab League’s inaction in the face of 
savage acts by Daesh in Syria, calling it a 
“worn-out” and “ineffective” body.

“Where was the Arab League when 
the Syrians were beheaded in Aleppo?” 
Rouhani asked in a speech at the 5th Na-

tional Congress of the House of Farmers 
in Tehran.

Rouhani’s comments came two days 
after the Arab League held an emergency 
meeting in Cairo at the request of Saudi 
Arabia to discuss a missile attack on King 
Khalid International Airport in Riyadh on 
November 4 by Yemeni forces which Saudi 
Arabia claims are armed by Iran.  2 

Assured Assad in Russia

By Mohammad Ghaderi
Tehran Times editor-in-chief
    @ghaderi62

EDITORIAL
TEHRAN — In its country 
statement at Bonn Climate 

Change Conference (COP 23) Iran has proposed 
the inclusion of the issue of water in the agenda 
of COP 24.

The statement which was made by Kaveh 
Madani, deputy head of the Department of En-
vironment on Research and Education and acting 
head of International Affairs and Conventions, was 
delivered in the High-Level Segment of United 
Nations Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC) 
on November 16, 2017 in Bonn, Germany. 

Water scarcity which has been largely over-
looked in the climate change negotiations as 
well as the Paris agreement is a serious threat 
to food security with significant socio-economic 

implications that will be exacerbated by climate 
change, the statement said.

“This, combined with water and weather-re-
lated extreme events such as droughts, floods, 
hurricanes, and sand and dust storms have put 
the health of livelihood of a large portion of the 
world’s population at great risk. Believing in the 
need for adopting a nexus approach in develop-
ing sustainable solutions to climate change, we 
propose that the issue of water to be included 
in the agenda of COP 24,” Madani stated in the 
High-Level Segment of the COP24. 

“We are all pleased to see that there is, fi-
nally, a global consensus about the need to act 
strongly to mitigate climate change and to adapt 
to its impacts,” he said in the statement, adding, 

“Reaching this consensus was not a trivial task. 
While we deserve celebrating this success, we 
should not forget that the next step is even more 
challenging. We often get too busy negotiating 
over the targets that we forget that we also need 
means and realistic pathways to the end goal.”

“The major unresolved issues now are de-
signing effective policies to change the current 
development model, to share the burden as to who 
pays for the economic costs of policy change, to 
balance environmental and development policies, 
to reflect fairness in obligations and in payments 
for costs of change, and to provide developing 
countries with the means of implementation, 
particularly finance and technology transfer,” 
the statement continued.   1 2

TEHRAN – Professor Nicholas Onuf, a primary 
figure among constructivists in international re-
lations, tells the Tehran Times that U.S. power is 
declining, and has been for some time, whether 
Trump likes it or not.

Onuf, the Florida International University 
professor emeritus says “I fully agree that Trump’s 
cavalier attitude toward global institutional ar-
rangements is a threat to liberalism, because 
these arrangements represent and effectuate 
what many would call ‘liberal hegemony.’”  

Following is the text of the interview:
 According to Liberalism, international 

treaties and agreements are necessary for world 
security and stability. Some believe President 
Trump’s exit from international treaties is a 

threat to liberalism. What do you think of this?
A: I fully agree that Trump’s cavalier attitude 

toward global institutional arrangements is a 
threat to liberalism, because these arrangements 
represent and effectuate what many would call 
‘liberal hegemony.’  Not that he would; he doesn’t 
know the first thing about liberal ideology—he’s 
not that sophisticated.  Nor is he sophisticated 
enough to be called a fascist, although his na-
tionalist populism and demagogic style point 
in that direction.  

  What can be the possible effects of Trump’s 
walking away from international treaties on in-
ternational law and international legal customs?

A: In international legal theory, this is a com-
plicated question.  Much depends on whether 
‘walking away’ is anything more than a formal 

or rhetorical gesture, not affecting a high level 
of compliance with ‘international regime’—the 
body of specific rules. The U.S. government has 
quite a history of behaving in just this way, with 
significant differences emerging between trea-
ty laws and evolving customary law. It is also 
possible, if controversially, for the evolving law 
to accommodate resistance of a major power 
by making its conduct a so-called prescriptive 
exception to general rules.

 The liberal order is basically based on multi-
lateralism. Trump’s exit from Paris Climate Accord, 
TPP, NAFTA and possibly from the JCPOA is in 
contradiction with multilateralism. Can such an 
approach guarantee the U.S. power?

A: U.S. power is declining, and has been for 
some time, whether Trump likes it or not.    1 3

Iran proposes inclusion of water-related issues in COP 24  

U.S. power is declining: Nicholas Onuf

  See page 1 3
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Shahram 
Nazeri, Kamkars 
perform quake 
relief concert  

TEHRAN — Legend-
ary Iranian vocalist 

Shahram Nazeri and the Kamkars per-
formed a joint fundraising concert for 
the victims of the devastating earthquake 
in their homeland of Kermanshah at the 
Grand Hall of the Interior Ministry in 
Tehran on Monday.

Addressing the audience, Nazeri praised 
the Iranian people for their solidarity with 
those who lost their homes and loved ones 
in the region, which is home to a portion 
of the Iranian Kurdish people.  16 

A R T
d e s k

Putin congratulates Assad on Syrian army achievements 
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St. Olaf College in U.S. celebrated World 
Philosophy Day on Nov. 16 with 3,000 stu-
dents who expressed a desire for friendship 
between the Iranian and American people 
independent of the policies of the U.S. gov-
ernment.

On November 16 at St. Olaf College with 
3,000 students and 200 faculties, there was 
a celebration of Philosophy Day in which a 
recorded message from Mohammad Ghaderi 
(chief editor of the Tehran Times) and Javad 
Heiran-Nia (head of international desk of 
Mehr News Agency) was broadcast contin-
uously in Buntrock Commons at the center 
of the college on the prospects of peace in 
the Persian Gulf.

American and Iranian flags were displayed 
as a filmmaker recorded greetings to the 
Iranian people in the name of the love of 
wisdom (the literal meaning of “philosophy”).

Students expressed their consolations and 
sympathy for victims of the recent, November 
12, earthquake along the Iran-Iraq border. 
They expressed a desire for friendship and 
communication between the Iranian people 
and the people of the United States independ-
ent of the policies of U.S. government. St. 
Olaf College includes some Iranian students 
and students of Iranian descent who came to 
the celebration to express their well wishes 

for family at home.
By celebrating World Philosophy Day each 

year, on the third Thursday of November, 
UNESCO underlines the enduring value of 
philosophy for the development of human 
thought, for each culture and for each in-
dividual.

“Faced with the complexity of today’s 
world, philosophical reflection is above all 
a call to humility, to take a step back and 
engage in reasoned dialogue, to build to-
gether the solutions to challenges that are 
beyond our control. This is the best way to 
educate enlightened citizens, equipped to 
fight stupidity and prejudice. The greater the 
difficulties encountered the greater the need 
for philosophy to make sense of questions of 
peace and sustainable development.”

St. Olaf College is a private liberal arts 
college in Northfield, Minnesota, United 
States.               (Source: Mehr news agency)

St. Olaf College students voice desire for 
friendship with Iran

TEHRAN — Thanking 
the Quds Force chief 

Qassem Soleimani for congratulating him 
on the fall of Daesh in both Syria and 
Iraq, the Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
issued a message in which he said the 
defeat of Daesh dealt a great blow not 
only to this sinister and repressive group 
it also came as greater blow to those who 
created civil war in the region with the aim 
of destroying the anti-Zionist groups and 
weakening independent governments. 

Ayatollah Khamenei said the defeat 
of Daesh was a disappointment to “the 
former and current U.S. administrations” 
and the “dependent regimes” in the region 
who “created this group” and provided 
every kind of support for it in order spread 
their “filthy domination” in West Asia 
and make the Zionist regime dominant 
in the region.

“You, by destroying this cancerous and 
dangerous tumor not only did a great service 
to regional countries and the Islamic world 

you also did a great service to humanity,” 
part of the Leader’s message read.

Earlier in the day Major General 
Soleimani, who has been at frontline 
positions in battles against Daesh in Iraq 
and Syria, thanked Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
wise leadership, the sacrifices of Iraqi 
and Syrian people and governments as 
well as the Iranian military advisors for 
their courageous fight against the terrorist 
Daesh group.

Leader to Soleimani: You did great 
service to humanity by destroying Daesh

 MEDIA  HIGHLIGHTS

TEHRAN — Helga 
Schmid, the European 

Union’s deputy political director, said on 
Tuesday that the 2015 nuclear deal is not 
renegotiable and all signatories are obliged 
to respect it.

“I say on behalf of Federica Mogherini 
[the EU’s foreign policy chief] very clear-
ly that it is not possible to renegotiate the 
JCPOA [the official name for the nuclear 
agreement] and all sides are obliged to 
respect the JCPOA,” ISNA quoted her as 
telling the Second High Level Seminar on 
International Nuclear Cooperation: Progress 
and Prospect in Isfahan.

She noted that the 28-nation EU supports 
the nuclear deal.

The Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
European Union held their third round 
of high level talks in Tehran on Monday. 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal 
and International Affairs Abbas Araqchi and 
Schmid headed the meeting.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Ja-
vad Zarif also met with Schmid on Monday. 
According to Press TV, during the meeting, 
the two sides exchanged views about the 
implementation of the nuclear agreement 

and the political developments in regional 
countries, including Syria, Yemen, Qatar 
and Lebanon.

 ‘Iran conditions compliance to 
JCPOA’

The United States under the Donald Trump 
administration is the only party which has 
made repeated attacks against the nuclear 
deal. In his new Iran strategy declared on 
October 13, President Trump decertified the 
nuclear deal and asked Congress to decide 

about the fate of the agreement. 
Congress now has to decide whether to 

reimpose economic sanctions on Tehran 
that were lifted under the deal. Trump said 
if Congress does nothing he himself will 
terminate the deal.

Behrouz Kamalvandi, the spokesman for 
the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, re-
iterated Tehran’s position that the Islamic 
Republic’s compliance to the JCPOA depends 
on other sides’ commitment to the agreement.

Talking to reports in Isfahan after the 
seminar, Kamalvandi said the JCPOA is 
an international agreement that cannot be 
changed by one country.

He urged the U.S. administration to review 
its policy toward the agreement.

The nuclear agreement was signed by 
Iran, the European Union, Germany and the 
five permanent members of the UN Security 
Council - the United States, Britain, France, 
China and Russia in July 2015. The JCPOA 
took effect in January 2016.

The EU has repeatedly expressed sup-
port for the nuclear deal. Mogherini said on 
November 10 that the 28-nation European 
bloc will make sure that the nuclear deal 
“will continue to be fully implemented by 
all, in all its parts”.

 ‘Iran, EU have good relations’ 
The Iranian deputy foreign minister said 

in the seminar that Iran and the EU have 
good relations in various areas.

He also praised the EU’s support for the 
JCPOA.

Since the conclusion of the nuclear deal 
Tehran and Brussels have taken important 
steps for cooperation in areas of energy, en-
vironment, agriculture, trade, etc.

All sides obliged to respect nuclear 
deal: EU’s Helga Schmid 

TEHRAN — Iran’s am-
bassador to the UN says 

more than a decade on, the U.S. so-called war 
on terror has failed to uproot violence and 
extremism in Afghanistan and the rest of the 
world, calling on the international community 
to help the Kabul government with its fight 
against terrorism.

Addressing the UN General Assembly on 
Monday, Gholam-Ali Khoshrou said terrorist 
attacks in the globe had increased every year 
since the onset of Washington’s invasion of 
Afghanistan in 2001.

“More than a decade after its invasion, 
Afghanistan, the region and the world is not 
any safer,” the Iranian diplomat added.

Taliban militants have warned that they 
will be stepping up their attacks until the U.S. 
forces fully withdraw from Afghanistan after 
more than a decade and half.

  ‘Military strategy not the only 
solution to Afghan crisis’ 

Khoshrou said Iran believes that the dete-
riorating security situation in the war-ravaged 
Afghanistan cannot be resolved “solely through 
military strategies”.

He further reiterated Tehran’s support for 
“any Afghan-led peace process.”

He underlined the importance of regional 
cooperation with Afghanistan in consolidat-
ing “peace and development in the region.”

The diplomat also called for “sustained 

support of the international community to 
support the Afghan government in its fight 
against terrorism and extremism, as well as 
to face the complex security, economic, and 
development challenges.”

He further expressed concern over a recent 
joint survey by the UN and the Afghan govern-
ment which revealed that opium production 
in the restive country has almost doubled so 
far in 2017 compared to last year.

Afghanistan is the world’s top cultivator of 
poppy, from which opium and heroin are pro-
duced. The Taliban militants are heavily involved 
in the poppy cultivation and opium distribution 
especially in areas under their control.

Khosrou said that “under-development, 

low-income and lack of economic opportu-
nities” have provided “fertile grounds and 
abundant recruitment opportunities for ter-
rorist groups and drugs networks.”

Elsewhere in his remarks the Iranian 
diplomat recalled that the Islamic Republic 
had hosted millions of Afghan refugees for 
decades, saying that Tehran was participating 
in the Tripartite Commission (Iran, India, 
Afghanistan) aimed at their “voluntary, safe, 
dignified and gradual” repatriation.

“Success in voluntary repatriation first and 
foremost depends on providing the reasonable 
needs of repatriated refugees in Afghanistan, and 
underscores the necessity for mobilizing more 
international support for this purpose,” he said.

1     In a statement after the meeting, the Arab League 
accused Iran of arming the Houthis in Yemen.

Iran has categorically dismissed the claims that it had 
provided missiles to Yemen. The IRGC chief said recently 
that Iran has no access to provide arms to Yemen as the 
country is besieged by Saudi Arabia. 

Rouhani said it is so regrettable that a number of people 

who call themselves “Arabs and Muslims” are just concerned 
about the launch of missile which was the Yemenis’ “crush-
ing response”.

   Rouhani congratulates defeat of Daesh in 
Iraq, Syria

Rouhani also congratulated Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the Armed Forces includ-

ing the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps, Quds Force chief 
Qassem Soleimani over the complete defeat of Daesh in 
Iraq and Syria.

Armed forces in Iraq and Syria, backed by popular groups 
and Iranian military advisors, have managed to flush Daesh 
militants out of their last strongholds in both countries, 
declaring full victory over the notorious terror group.

1     Speaking to the Tehran Times, Altaf Ahmad, Press 
TV’s warzone correspondent, expressed joy over the mag-
ical turns of events that led to the victory, saying General 
Soleimani “kept his promise for Hojaji”.

Mohsen Hojaji, an Iranian military adviser in Syria, 
was beheaded by Daesh militants after he was captured by 
the militants back in August. Daesh published a video of 
the capture of Hojaji which went viral in social media. The 
fallen soldier soon became a symbol of courage for his calm 
expressions while an “anxious-looking” Daesh soldier was 
holding him with a knife at hand.

In a message after Hojaji’s martyrdom, Soleimani said 
Iran will exact a terrible revenge against Daesh.

“After the very heartbreaking martyrdom of Mosen Hojaji, I 
said that the rules of the game had changed, that Mr. Soleimani 
is going to press fast forward on Daesh’s lifespan and that he’s 
going to crush the Takfiris as soon as possible,” Ms. Ahmad said.

“This is the vow of Qassem Soleimani,” she said, adding 
that operations are still ongoing until each and every Daesh 

militant is “hunted down”.
General Soleimani also thanked Lebanese resistance 

movement Hezbollah and Iraq’s Popular Mobilization Units, 
known as Hashd al-Sha’abi, for their “decisive role” in the 
fight against Daesh.

The commander said Daesh was a dangerous fitna (source 
of discord) which was “dipped in the poison of Zionism” 
against the Muslim Ummah in order to create conflicts in 
the Muslim world.

In this fitna, he said, Daesh committed horrendous 
crimes, including beheading children, skinning men alive 
before their families, enslaving innocent girls and women 
and raping them, burning people alive and killing hundreds 
of young people en masse.

The onslaught displaced millions of people and destroyed 
thousands of mosques and religious centers, he added.

Speaking to the Tehran Times, Catherine Shakdam, a 
Middle East commentator, said, “Today, as predicted by 
both General Qassem Soleimani and Ayatollah Ali Khame-

nei, Daesh has been defeated, Western capitals have been 
exposed, and the people have risen to oppose oppression.”

Hours after General Soleimani’s letter, the issue was 
brought up by President Hassan Rouhani while speaking 
at a gathering in Tehran.

Rouhani congratulated the Leader over the defeat of Daesh 
and thanked the people of Iraq, Syria, Iran and Lebanon 
for their sacrifices in the fight against the terrorist group.

He also slammed “world powers and certain reactionary 
states in the region” for funding and arming Daesh and 
other terrorist groups.

“It is impossible today to deny the crucial role Iran played 
in pushing back against Wahhabi-inspired terrorism, in both 
Syria and Iraq, despite what Western capitals and Saudi 
Arabia would like the world to believe,” Ms. Shakdam said.

“Iran has been not only instrumental in military empow-
erment of Iraq’s military but pivotal to the formulation of 
a grand transnational resistance movement in the Greater 
Levant,” she added.

U.S. terribly failed to end violence in Afghanistan, Iranian diplomat says

Rouhani criticizes Arab League’s inaction on Daesh

Iran’s Soleimani declares promised fall of ISIS
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Iran’s defense 
power is purely 
deterrent, 
diplomat says

TEHRAN — Tehran’s ambassador to 
Paris has said that Tehran seeks peaceful 

ties with regional countries and its defense capabilities 
are just for deterrence.

In an interview with RTL published on Monday, Ambas-
sador Abolghassem Delfi also said Iran seeks self-reliance 
in the area of defense power.

He also said that collective efforts are required to counter 
tension in the Middle East region. He added Iran cooperates 
with the regional countries to ease tension.

P O L I T I C S
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Zarif renews call 
to end the Yemen 
war

TEHRAN — On Tuesday, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif made a 

fresh call for the need to end the Saudi-led war on Yemen, 
saying that Yemeni people are in dire need of humanitarian 
aid, Mehr news agency reported.

Zarif made the remarks in a meeting with Mark Lowcock, 
the UN under-secretary general for humanitarian affairs 
and emergency relief coordinator.

Pointing to the humanitarian crisis in the Arab country, 
the foreign minister said Iran is ready to provide Yemen 
with humanitarian aid.

Lowcock, for his part, called for international help to 
end the Yemeni crisis.

P O L I T I C S
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Rouhani tells 
Macron Iran not 
seeking domination 
in Mideast 

TEHRAN — President Hassan Rouhani 
said on Tuesday that full implementation 

of the nuclear deal, reached between Iran and world powers 
in 2015, is an important test for the development of coop-
eration in other areas.

President Rouhani made the remarks during a phone 
conversation with French President Emmanuel Macron, 
IRNA reported.

He also said Iran is not seeking to “dominate” the Middle 
East, stressing that the Islamic Republic, instead, is trying 
to help restore peace and security to the region.

P O L I T I C S
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Fake Intelligence 
Ministry agent 
arrested

TEHRAN — The Intelligence Ministry 
has arrested a person who had scammed 

individuals by claiming to be an Intelligence Ministry 
agent or a special inspector from the Office of the Su-
preme Leader.

The ministry announced that the imposter used fake 
documents and titles to blackmail people in Tehran and 
Karaj, ISNA reported on Tuesday.

The person’s house was searched after the arrest and 
other fake documents were found, the ministry said. 

It also urged the public to report imposter scams.

P O L I T I C S
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Turkey: U.S. may 
stay longer in Syria 
to counter Iran, 
Russia

TEHRAN — Turkish president’s spokes-
man Ibrahim Kalin said on Monday that 

the U.S. may be planning to stay longer in Syria to counter 
Russian and Iranian presence.

“If that’s the goal, that will complicate the situation on 
the ground even more,” Kalin said in an interview with 
France24, adding that the main goal must be to protect 
Syria’s territorial integrity.

He also said that the Astana peace talks, brokered by 
Turkey, Russia and Iran are not meant to replace the 
Geneva talks.

P O L I T I C S
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Resistance front 
emerges victorious 
against Daesh: 
govt. spokesman

TEHRAN — Iranian government 
spokesman Mohammad Baqer No-

bakht on Tuesday lauded the “axis of resistance” for 
fighting terrorist groups in the region, saying the front 
has emerged victorious in the fight against Daesh.

“By God Almighty’s grace, our forces managed to 
cleanse Syria from the filth of Daesh terrorists,” No-
bakht said.

“The Syrian people once again proved that if nations 
stick to the option of resistance against imperialism 
and its lackeys in the region, victory is achievable,” 
he added.

Where was Arab League when Daesh was beheading people in Syria, Rouhani asks 

Fall of Daesh is great blow to 
U.S. and its regional backers, 
Ayatollah Khamenei says 



Lebanon’s army chief has ordered soldiers to stand fully 
ready on the country’s southern border to respond to the 
Israeli military’s “threats and violations.”

In a post on his Twitter account on Tuesday, Commander 
General Joseph Aoun called on Lebanese forces to continue 
targeting terrorists who commit crimes against the army 
and the nation.

“I urge you to be fully prepared at the southern border in 
order to confront the Israeli enemy’s threats and violations.”

The senior general also warned that the Israeli regime 
has “hostile intentions against Lebanon, its people, and 
army.”

Elsewhere in his Tweet, Aoun demanded Lebanese army 
soldiers “to remain vigilant to ensure the implementation of 
Resolution 1701 in close coordination and cooperation with 
the UNIFIL in order to preserve stability” on the Lebanese 
southern frontier.

Israel launched two wars on Lebanon in 2000 and 2006, 
in both of which the Hezbollah resistance movement inflicted 
heavy losses on the regime’s military. 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1701 end-
ed the 2006 war. The resolution tasks peacekeepers with 
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), 
who are stationed along Lebanon’s southern border with 
the occupied territories, with monitoring the cessation of 
hostilities there.

Israeli forces regularly violate Lebanon’s sovereignty and 
target Lebanese patrol soldiers. Israeli officials have even 
threatened another war on Lebanon.

Back in September, Israel conducted its biggest military 
drill in almost two decades on the Lebanese border. An Is-
raeli military source said the 10-day exercise was meant to 
simulate “scenarios we’ll be facing in the next confrontation 
with Hezbollah.”

The Israeli minister of military affairs Avigdor Lieber-
man has requested a boost in the regime’s military budget, 
citing “a significant change in the security situation in 
the region.”

Tens of thousands of Israeli air, sea and land personnel 
took part in the war game, which also included aircraft, 
boats, and submarines.

On Sunday, Arab League (AL) foreign ministers held an 
emergency meeting in the Egyptian capital Cairo, with the 
final statement accusing Hezbollah of “supporting terror-
ism and extremist groups in Arab countries with advanced 
weapons and ballistic missiles.”

This is while Hezbollah is represented in the Lebanese 

parliament and in the national unity government formed 
last year.

Reacting to the Arab League statement, Lebanon’s Pres-
ident Michel Aoun said his country reserved the right to 
resist and foil any Israeli aggression.

“Lebanon was able to face the Israeli aggression since 
1978 until the 2006 war. It was able to liberate its land. 
Israeli threats are still ongoing; the Lebanese have the right 
to fight and thwart it with all available means,” he tweeted.

Aoun further noted that Lebanon “cannot accept sug-
gestions that Lebanon’s government is a partner in acts of 
terrorism.”

Earlier this month, Lebanon’s Foreign Minister 
Gebran Bassil cautioned Israel against waging a war 
on his country, citing Beirut’s confidence to secure 

victory in the battle.
Additionally, Hezbollah Secretary General Sayyed Hassan 

Nasrallah said the House of Saud regime has appealed to 
Israel to launch a military onslaught against Lebanon in the 
name of fighting Hezbollah, and is ready to spend billions 
of dollars to attain this objective.

The army chief’s appeal to soldiers comes at a time when 
Lebanon is grappling with a political crisis caused by the 
shock resignation of Prime Minister Saad Hariri during visit 
to Saudi Arabia.

It is widely believed that Hariri, who led a coalition gov-
ernment including Hezbollah, was forced to step down by 
Riyadh over his refusal to take a confrontational approach 
against the resistance movement.

(Source: Press TV)
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Lebanon urges border troops to stand fully 
ready in face of Israel threats

A group of about a dozen of the United States State Department 
officials have taken the unusual step of formally accusing 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson of violating a federal law 
designed to stop foreign militaries from enlisting child sol-
diers, according to internal government documents reviewed 
by Reuters.

A confidential State Department “dissent” memo not previously 
reported said Tillerson breached the Child Soldiers Prevention 
Act when he decided in June to exclude Iraq, Myanmar, and Af-
ghanistan from a U.S. list of offenders in the use of child soldiers. 
This was despite the department publicly acknowledging that 
children were being conscripted in those countries.

Keeping the countries off the annual list makes it easier to 
provide them with the U.S. military assistance. Iraq and Afghani-
stan are close allies in the fight against militants, while Myanmar 
is an emerging ally to offset China’s influence in Southeast Asia.

Documents reviewed by Reuters also show Tillerson’s decision 
was at odds with a unanimous recommendation by the heads of 
the State Department’s regional bureaus overseeing embassies 
in the Middle East and Asia, the U.S. envoy on Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, the department’s human rights office and its own in-
house lawyers. 

“Beyond contravening U.S. law, this decision risks marring 
the credibility of a broad range of State Department reports 
and analyses and has weakened one of the U.S. government’s 
primary diplomatic tools to deter governmental armed forces 
and government-supported armed groups from recruiting and 
using children in combat and support roles around the world,” 
said the July 28 memo.

Reuters reported in June that Tillerson had disregarded in-
ternal recommendations on Iraq, Myanmar and Afghanistan. 
The new documents reveal the scale of the opposition in the 
State Department, including the rare use of what is known as 
the “dissent channel,” which allows officials to object to policies 
without fear of reprisals.

The views expressed by the U.S. officials illustrate ongoing 
tensions between career diplomats and the former chief of Exxon 
Mobil Corp appointed by President Donald Trump to pursue an 
“America First” approach to diplomacy.

  Interpreting the law
The child soldiers law passed in 2008 states that the U.S. 

government must be satisfied that no children under the age of 
18 “are recruited, conscripted or otherwise compelled to serve 
as child soldiers” for a country to be removed from the list. It 
currently includes the Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, 
Somalia, South Sudan, Mali, Sudan, Syria and Yemen.

“The Secretary thoroughly reviewed all of the information 
presented to him and made a determination about whether the 
facts presented justified a listing pursuant to the law,” a State 
Department spokesperson said when asked about the officials’ 
allegation that he had violated the law.

In a written response to the dissent memo on Sept. 1, Tillerson 
adviser Brian Hook acknowledged that the three countries did use 
child soldiers. He said, however, it was necessary to distinguish 
between governments “making little or no effort to correct their 
child soldier violations ... and those which are making sincere - if 
as yet incomplete - efforts.”

Hook made clear that America’s top diplomat used what he 
sees as his discretion to interpret the law.

  A powerful message
Foreign militaries on the list are prohibited from receiving 

aid, training and weapons from Washington unless the White 
House issues a waiver based on the U.S. “national interest.” 
In 2016, under the Obama administration, both Iraq and 
Myanmar, as well as others such as Nigeria and Somalia, 
received waivers.

At times, the human rights community chided President Barack 
Obama for being too willing to issue waivers and exemptions, 
especially for governments that had security ties with Washington, 
instead of sanctioning more of those countries.

(Source: Reuters)

State Dept. revolt: Tillerson 
accused of violating U.S. law 
on child soldiers

S. Korea, Japan welcome U.S. relisting N. Korea, China urges talks
South Korea and Japan on Tuesday welcomed the United 
States President Donald Trump’s move to put North Korea 
back on a list of state sponsors of terrorism, saying it will 
ramp up pressure on the reclusive regime to get rid of its 
nuclear weapons.

Meanwhile, China has reiterated the importance of di-
alog to resolve the tensions over North Korea’s weapons 
program following the re-labeling of Pyongyang as a “state 
sponsor of terrorism” by Trump.

“We still hope all relevant parties can contribute to easing 
tensions, that the relevant parties can resume talks and 
(adopt) the correct track to resolving the Korean Peninsu-
la issue through dialog and consultation,” China’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Lu Kang said on Tuesday. “More should 
be done in that regard.”

The designation, announced on Monday, allows the United 
States to impose more sanctions on North Korea, which is 
pursuing nuclear weapons and missile programs in defiance 
of the United Nations Security Council sanctions.

“I welcome and support (the designation) as it raises the 
pressure on North Korea,” Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe told reporters.

South Korea said it expected the listing to contribute 
to peaceful denuclearization, the foreign ministry said in 
a text message.

North Korea has vowed never to give up its nuclear weapons 
program, which it defends as a necessary defense against the 
U.S. plans to invade. The United States, which has 28,500 
troops in South Korea, a legacy of the 1950-53 Korean war, 
denies any such plans.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang 
said China had noted the reports on the U.S. decision.

“Currently, the situation on the Korean peninsula is 
complicated and sensitive,” Lu told a daily news briefing.

“We still hope all relevant parties can do more to al-
leviate the situation and do more that is conducive to all 
relevant parties returning to the correct path of negotia-
tion, dialogue and consultation to resolve the peninsula 
nuclear issue.”

The move will further weigh on the “precarious situation” 
on the peninsula, China’s official Xinhua news agency said 
in an English-language editorial.

“The prospect of a nuclear-free Korean peninsula has 
been pushed farther away by one after another irresponsible 

action or blaring rhetoric,” it said.
This year’s rapid escalation of tension was largely down 

to a “game of chicken” between Washington and Pyongyang, 
it added.

Trump’s re-listing of North Korea as a sponsor of terrorism 
comes a week after he returned from a 12-day trip to Asia 
in which containing North Korea’s nuclear ambitions was 
a centerpiece of his discussions.

“In addition to threatening the world by nuclear devastation, 
North Korea has repeatedly supported acts of international 
terrorism, including assassinations on foreign soil,” Trump 
told reporters at the White House.

“This designation will impose further sanctions and pen-
alties on North Korea and related persons and supports 
our maximum pressure campaign to isolate the murderous 
regime.”

Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull also backed 
Trump’s decision.

“Kim Jong Un runs a global criminal operation from 
North Korea peddling arms, peddling drugs, engaged in 
cyber-crime and of course threatening the stability of re-
gion with his nuclear weapons,” Turnbull told reporters in 
Sydney, referring to the North Korean leader.

Trump, who has often criticized his predecessors’ policies 
toward North Korea as being too soft, said the designation 
should have been made “a long time ago”.

North Korea was put on the U.S. terrorism sponsor list 
for the 1987 bombing of a Korean Air flight that killed all 
115 people aboard. But the administration of former Presi-
dent George W. Bush, a Republican, removed it in 2008 in 
exchange for progress in denuclearization talks.

(Source: Reuters) 

Riyad Hijab, the head of Syria’s main oppo-
sition bloc, has resigned before a conference 
scheduled in Saudi Arabia aimed at “unifying” 
various groups opposing Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad.

A former prime minister under Assad who 
defected following the 2011 tensions, Hijab has 
been the face of the Saudi regime-backed 
High Negotiations Committee (HNC) since 
December 2015. 

He announced his decision to step down 
on Monday, without explaining the reasons 
for his move. “After close to two years of hard 
work to preserve the glorious principles of 
the Syrian revolution [...] I find myself forced 
to announce my resignation from the HNC, 
wishing it good luck, and wishing peace and 
security to my beloved country, Syria,” Hi-
jab said in a statement posted on social media. 

His resignation comes two days before an 
“expanded” Syrian opposition conference in 
the Saudi regime capital, Riyadh, announced 
in a statement on the state-run Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA).

The aim of the meeting, according to SPA, 
is to “bring the platforms and parties of the 
Syrian opposition closer” to one another and 
to “unify the opposition delegation” in the 
next round of United Nations-sponsored 
talks in Geneva. 

The divisions within the opposition have 
long been a point of contention. Staffan de 

Mistura, the United Nations envoy to Syria, 
has previously insisted that the groups unite 
in negotiations with the Syrian government. 

Although the SPA statement did not specify 
which opposition groups would take part in the 
talks, the main divide within the opposition 
has been between the HNC and two dissident 
groups, the Moscow and Cairo platforms. 

The Moscow and Cairo groups have 
close links to Russia and are tolerated by 
the government of Assad for their softer 

stance towards it.
Their positions on the war in Syria makes 

them markedly different from the HNC, which 
has called for the removal of Assad as the 
basis for any solution to the conflict. 

While it is unclear whether Hijab’s 
resignation was linked to Saudi Arabia’s 
planned conference, Omar Kouch, a Syrian 
analyst with close ties to the opposition, 
argued that the move was “a rejection of 
what is going to happen in Riyadh and the 

alienation of the HNC”.
“They are enforcing international agendas - 

and specifically Russia’s - onto the opposition, 
so how can they accept this?” Kouch told Al 
Jazeera from the Turkish city of Istanbul. 

“They are trying to create a new opposition 
platform by adding the Moscow and Cairo 
groups - Hijab should have resigned a week 
ago when the meeting was announced,” he 
added. Since its entry into the foreign in-
stigated Syrian war on the side of Assad in 
September 2015, Russia has simultaneously 
come to dominate in the diplomatic arena 
and steer negotiations on finding a solution 
to the conflict. 

Along with Iran, which also backs Assad, 
and Turkey, a supporter of the opposition, 
it has led talks in Kazakhstan since the end 
of last year.

Kouch believes that following the Syrian 
army’s battleground victories over the armed 
opposition, with Russian and Iranian help, 
the international community is attempting 
to force the rebels to accept a deal without 
the removal of Assad or a transitional period. 

Since the start of the war in 2011, the Syrian 
government has systematically refused to 
entertain any prospect of a transition that 
entails the removal of Assad, while, for the 
opposition, this step remains the only option 
for peace. 

(Source: Al Jazeera) 

Syria opposition in Riyadh aims to form united front
Riyad Hijab quits as head of opposition’s HNC

Robert Mugabe resigns as 
Zimbabwe’s president

Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe has submitted his resig-
nation after nearly four decades as the country’s leader.

Cheers broke out in Zimbabwe’s parliament after speaker 
Jacob Mudenda read out Mugabe’s resignation letter.

“I Robert Gabriel Mugabe in terms of section 96 of the con-
stitution of Zimbabwe hereby formally tender my resignation ... 
with immediate effect,” said Mudenda, reading the letter.

The news also sparked scenes of jubilation in the capital, 
Harare, as people took to the streets to celebrate Mugabe’s re-
moval, six days after a surprise military takeover placed him 
the under house arrest.

“People are coming out onto the streets, people are calling this 
day Independence Day,” Al Jazeera’s Haru Mutasa, reporting 
from Harare, said. 

“It’s getting chaotic,” she added. “Some people still can’t be-
lieve this has happened. People say they are really excited and 
hoping for a better future.”

Following Mugabe’s resignation letter, impeachment pro-
ceedings in parliament were suspended.

Mugabe, 93, led Zimbabwe since independence in 1980.
In the last week, Mugabe has clung on in the face of a collapse 

of his authority and a Monday deadline to quit. 
The army seized power a week ago and there have been mass 

protests against him and calls to resign from many sides includ-
ing on Tuesday from the ruling party’s favorite to succeed him 
Emmerson Mnangagwa.

(Source: agencies)
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Iranian IT min. 
at World Islamic 
Economic Forum 

Tehran hosting 
intl. horticulture, 
greenhouses expo

TEHRAN — 31st World Islamic Economic 
Forum (WIFE) started operation in Kuching, 

Malaysia, on Tuesday with participation of Iranian Minister 
of Communication and Information Technology Mohammad-
Javad Azari Jahromi, IRNA reported.

Addressing the forum, Azari Jahromi said that to prepare 
a roadmap for Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and 
Islamic Development Bank (ISDB) studies should be conducted 
on formation of various hubs regarding available sources and 
expertise. He voiced Iran’s readiness for conducting such studies.

On the sidelines of WIFE, the Iranian minister held meetings 
with Tatarstan’s president, and some ministers from Indonesia 
and Philippines. 

TEHRAN — The second edition of Iran’s 
International Exhibition of Horticulture, 

Inputs, Greenhouses, Related Industries, Machinery and 
Equipment (HIGEX 2017) kicked off on Tuesday at Boostan 
Goftegoo’s Exhibition and Conference Centre in Tehran.

According to IRIB news, during the four-day event, ex-
hibitors from Italy, Germany, Turkey, China, Taiwan and the 
Netherlands are showcasing their latest products and services 
in the agriculture, forestry and planting industries alongside 
the Iranian participants.
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Total will lose entire investment if it 
pulls out of South Pars: Iran oil minister

Oil rises ahead of OPEC meeting as 
further output cuts expected
Oil prices rose on Tuesday as traders looked 
to a meeting next week at which major 
crude exporters are expected to extend 
production cuts, though rising U.S. output 
capped gains.

Brent crude oil was up 47 cents at $62.69 
a barrel at 0932 GMT. U.S. light crude was 
at $56.74, up 32 cents.

Analysts said Brent was expected to 
fluctuate in a narrow range, between $61 
and $63, as the market awaited the out-
come of the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries’ meeting on Nov. 30.

OPEC, together with a number of non-
OPEC producers led by Russia, has been 
restraining output this year in an effort 
to end a global supply overhang and prop 
up prices.

At its meeting next week, the group is 
widely expected to extend the deal beyond 
its March 2018 expiry date.

“There’s a general belief that anything 
but an extension could have a significant 
negative impact ... So the market is just 
waiting for confirmation that OPEC wants 
to move on with the extension,” said Ole 
Hansen, senior manager at Saxo Bank.

OPEC is expected to extend cuts as stor-
age levels remain high despite recent draw-
downs, although there are doubts about 
the willingness of some participants to 
keep restricting production.

But the biggest headache for OPEC has 
been a rise in U.S. drilling, led by shale 
oil producers.

(Source: Reuters)

France’s Total will lose all of its investment 
if it pulls out of a deal with Iran to develop 
South Pars, the world’s largest gas field, the 
Iranian oil minister said on Tuesday.

“If Total, without the enforcement of Secu-
rity Council sanctions, announces that it has 
the intention to leave the contract, no capital 
will be returned to this company and no sum 
will be transferred to the company,” Bijan 
Zanganeh was quoted as saying by SHANA, 
the news site of the Iranian oil ministry.

Total signed a deal with Tehran in July to 
develop phase 11 of Iran’s South Pars field, 
marking the first major Western energy in-
vestment in the Islamic Republic since the 
lifting of sanctions.

However, Total’s Chief Executive Patrick 
Pouyanne said last week that the oil major 

would have to review its Iran gas project if the 
United States decided to impose unilateral 
sanctions on Tehran over its nuclear pro-
gram, given Total’s assets in the U.S. market.

The U.S. Congress is due to decide within 
about a month whether to reinstate sanctions 
on Iran, after U.S. President Donald Trump 
refused to formally certify that Tehran was 
complying with its nuclear deal.

Zanganeh said Total has pledged 56 mil-
lion euros ($66 million) for the South Pars 
project and work is progressing as specified 
in the contract.

Total will be the operator with a 50.1 per-
cent stake, alongside Chinese state-owned oil 
and gas company CNPC with 30 percent, and 
National Iranian Oil Co subsidiary Petropars 
with 19.9 percent.                  (Source: Reuters)

TEHRAN — The 
first phase of Shahid 

Beheshti Port in Chabahar, southeastern 
Iran, will be inaugurated by early 
December with an estimated investment 
of $1 billion.

Mohammad Rastad, managing director 
of Ports and Maritime Organization 
(PMO), announced that the inauguration 
ceremony will be attended by President 
Hassan Rouhani, top officials from 27 
countries, as well as representatives of 
the private sector active in maritime 
and ports industries.

 “Senior transportation officials from 
Russia, Turkey, China, South Korea, and 
India have been invited accordingly to 
attend the ceremony,” Mehr news agency 
quoted Rastad as saying.

“Supplying the required infrastructure 

and equipment for implementing the 
first phase of the port’s development 
plan has cost about $1 billion,” he added.

Referring to the agreement made 
between PMO and an Indian company for 
making an 85-million-dollar investment 
in Shahid Beheshti port, Rastad added 
that the Indian company is to buy 32 
machines for improving infrastructure 
in this port, while PMO has imported 24 
quality machines in this regard per se.

According to PMO managing director, 
four different development phases have 
been defined for Shahid Beheshti port and 
being complemented, the port’s capacity 
will be increased up to 82 million tons. 

He hoped that equipping Chabahar 
with such equipment will convert the 
country’s mere oceanic port into a transit 
hub for regional countries. 

TEHRAN – Iran is negotiating with new 
European customers to expand its oil clien-

teles, Iranian Vice Oil Minister Marziyeh Shahdaie told Tasnim 
News Agency without further elaboration.

The official stated that the recent cuts in imports from 
some of the country’s Asian buyers are not going to disrupt 
its oil exports.

“Our current approach is to increase crude exports to Eu-
ropean countries,” she added.

Earlier in September, Saied Khoshrou, director of interna-
tional affairs at National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC), also said 
that Iran will maintain its crude oil and condensate exports at 
around 2.6 million barrels per day for the rest of 2017.

Shipments of crude and condensate from Iran fell in recent 
months due to some maintenance work in giant South Pars 
field in southern Iran and also a drop in exports to some Asian 
buyers like India.

As Reuters reported, India cut its intake of Iranian crude 
by 140,000 barrels per day following a disagreement over the 
rights to develop Iran’s huge Farzad B natural gas field and the 
country started importing some of its crude oil needs from U.S.

According to OPEC’s latest monthly report published 
on November 13, oil production in Iran stood at 3.823 
million barrels per day (bpd) in October, falling 12,000 
bpd from 3.835 million bpd in September, based on sec-
ondary sources.

OPEC has an Iraq problem: the group’s second-biggest exporter 
is lurching between quota busting and production-crimping 
crisis, clouding the policy-making picture as ministers decide 
how long they need to extend output curbs.

After consistently exceeding its output quota all year, Iraqi 
production plunged in October when clashes between the 
federal army and fighters from the semi-autonomous Kurdish 
region disrupted fields in the disputed Kirkuk province. While 
the conflict has calmed, exports from Iraq’s northern fields 
remained 40 percent lower in the first half of November than 
before the fighting, tanker tracking data show.

The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, due 
to meet next week in Vienna, is already grappling with vola-
tile production in Nigeria and Libya, and Iraq adds another 
layer of unpredictability. For policy makers, the short-term 
disruption risks masking a longer-term truth: Iraq, which 
only got a production quota last year after decades of exemp-
tions, has never felt comfortable with constraints and wants 
to maximize the country’s potential output.

“Production will remain volatile,” said Issam Chalabi, a 
consultant and former Iraqi oil minister. While it will be 
difficult for Iraq to replace barrels lost in the north quickly, 
Iraq’s “real intention is to reach the 5 million-barrel mark 
by year-end. Politics is the name of the game.”

The uncertainty makes it more difficult for OPEC to judge 
the global balance of supply and demand next year and make a 
decision about how long to extend supply curbs. The produc-
ers’ group is seeking to build consensus with non-members 
including Russia on whether to extend beyond March output 
cuts aimed at mopping up a supply glut.

While supplies from Libya and Nigeria -- which don’t have 
formal production limits under the current OPEC deal -- show 

some signs of stabilizing, Iraq is becoming more erratic. The 
country’s output fell last month by 120,000 barrels a day -- the 
most since January -- as the central government clashed with 
the Kurds, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. That 
meant Iraq pumped 4.35 million barrels a day in October, 
below its OPEC target for the first time this year.

Still, international companies producing in Iraq are pursu-
ing plans to raise production capacity, Oil Minister Jabbar 
al-Luaibi said in September at a conference in the United 
Arab Emirates. The government was curtailing output at 
fields it operates on its own to meet its OPEC quota, he said.

OPEC’s strategy of cuts is showing signs of success in 
bolstering prices, with Brent trading above $60 a barrel this 
month after dropping to less than $30 a barrel last year. The 
benchmark grade gained 10 cents to $62.32 a barrel at 9:32 
a.m. in Dubai.

Fighting over Kirkuk and other regional tensions con-
tributed to the increase in prices, according to Daniel Yergin, 

vice chairman of IHS Markit.
“This is the first time that we’ve seen regional geopolitics 

start to flow back into the price of oil” in several years, Yergin 
said in an interview in Abu Dhabi Nov. 14. “It’s something 
that OPEC will have to grapple with.”

It’s unclear when flows will resume from oil fields around 
the northern city of Kirkuk, which still require use of a pipeline 
held by the Kurds to reach international markets. The pipeline 
exported 320,000 barrels a day in the first half of November, 
compared with 565,000 barrels daily on average during the 
first nine months of the year, according to Bloomberg data.

“The disruptions involving the Kurds could last another 
six months,” said Jaafar Altaie, managing director of con-
sultant Manaar Group, which operates in Iraq. “Iraq will 
still be cheating, but the cheating will be intermittent and it 
will be disruptive.”

Nigeria’s production, which tumbled to the lowest in al-
most three years last August following a series of militant 
attacks, has recovered to the point that the country has said 
it would join the OPEC accord after six months of stability. 
That calm may yet unravel after militants in the Niger River 
delta ended their cease-fire earlier this month.

Volatility in Iraq’s output is unlikely to match that of 
Libya’s, where rival armed factions still compete for control 
of the country more than six years after the fall of dictator 
Muammar Al Qaddafi, according to Standard Chartered Plc.

Nonetheless, Iraq is now among the wild cards OPEC 
needs to take into account, according to Ed Morse, head of 
commodities research at Citigroup Inc. in New York. “Iraq 
has now joined them as itinerant, non-dependable supply 
to the market,” Morse said by phone.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Stocks pushed higher, while bonds across 
Europe followed a rise in Treasuries after 
the European Central Bank was said to be 
likely to make only small adjustments to its 
guidance on monetary policy next year.

Automakers and insurance companies led 
the advance in the Stoxx Europe 600 Index. 
German shares outperformed even as the 
country’s political stalemate continued. U.S. 
futures point to a higher open. Earlier, stocks 
in Asia recovered some of their recent losses, 
with Chinese equities rallying as investors 
reassessed a crackdown on shadow banking 
that had shaken confidence. The euro drifted 
after dropping the most in three weeks on 
Monday, and the dollar nudged lower.

Meanwhile, sterling edged higher and gilts 
advanced amid reports Prime Minister Theresa 
May has the backing of ministers to offer the 
European Union more money to break the 
Brexit deadlock. Turkey’s lira hit a record 
low against the dollar but pared some of the 
drop after its central bank tightened liquidity.

Investor focus stayed on Europe after of-
ficials said the ECB is likely to make multiple 
small adjustments to its guidance on monetary 

policy next year rather than any major change 
in language as it ends quantitative easing. 
Political developments in Germany are be-

ing closely watched even though some have 
concluded that economic growth won’t be 
threatened by the collapse in talks between 
Merkel and potential coalition partners. The 
German Chancellor said she would prefer new 
elections if she can’t put together a majority.

In the U.S., confirmation that Federal 
Reserve Chair Janet Yellen will leave the 
board in February creates a fourth vacancy 
for President Trump to fill, making it trickier for 
investors to bet on the central bank’s interest 
rate trajectory next year. While the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday gives traders an excuse to pause, 
equities are heading into the end of the year 
near their peaks, with investors optimistic 
about global growth and company earnings.

Elsewhere, the Australian dollar dropped 
to a five-month low after suggestions from the 
central bank that interest rates will stay lower 
for longer. West Texas oil rose toward $57 a 
barrel before U.S. government data forecast 
to show crude stockpiles resumed declines.

(Source: Bloomberg)

COMMODITIES

CURRENCIES

STOCK MARKET 

USD 40,980 rials
EUR 48,550 rials

GBP 55,5150 rials

AED 11,2800 rials

TEDPIX 88774.6
IFX 1012.44

Brent $62.20/b

WTI $56.43/b

OPEC Basket $59.90/b

Gold $1,278.80/oz

Silver $16.99/oz

Platinium $929.10/oz

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

 Source: Mehrnews.com

Sources: Oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

Port in southeastern Iran soon 
operational costing $1 billion

Iran courting new European buyers to maintain oil exports 

S. Korea’s CU opens first 
overseas store in Iran
BGF Retail, which operates the country’s largest convenience store 
chain CU, has opened its first overseas store in Iran, embarking on its 
global expansion campaign.

CU became Korea’s first convenience store chain to set up an outlet 
abroad. In August, its rival GS25 said it would open a store in Vietnam, 
but has yet to do so.

BGF Retail plans to open more stores in the Middle Eastern nation 
and make inroads into nearby countries to find new sources of income 
as Korea’s convenience store market has reached the saturation point.

The opening came four months after the retailer signed a master 
franchise agreement with Iranian retailer Entekhab Investment De-
velopment Group.

Under the contract, BGF allows its Iranian partner to use its brand 
and control franchise activities in Iran. In return, it receives a certain 
percentage of revenue from Entekhab Investment Development.

“Iran is the most populous nation in the Middle East with 80 mil-
lion people. In Tehran alone, the population is more than 15 million,” 
a BGF official said. 

“Given its strategic location, it will be easier for us to expand into 
nearby countries if we set up a strong presence in Iran. We will first 
open more stores in Iran with our business partner.”

The official said the concept of a convenience store is still new to 
Iranian consumers, adding it will soon become a mainstream retail 
channel as it offers a pleasant shopping environment and a wide range 
of items. The store is open from 6 a.m. to midnight. 

“The 250-square-meter store sells a wide array of daily necessities. 
In particular, it focuses on providing a variety of precooked food items 
because it cannot sell beer and other alcoholic beverages in Iran,” he 
said. “Currently, the convenience store offers goods produced in Iran 
or imported from nearby countries. But we will bring in made-in-Korea 
products in the near future as most Iranian consumers hold a highly 
favorable view of Korea.”                                           (Source: The Korea Times)

Iraq is giving OPEC a headache

Global stocks gain as bonds rise; dollar slips

Managing Director of Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO) Mohammad Rastad

Vice Oil Minister Marziyeh Shahdaie 
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Until a month ago, oil analysts and investors thought a nine-month extension of the 
OPEC production cut agreement was a foregone conclusion.    

But as the November 30 meeting draws near, oil prices have begun to rally on the back 
of a growing geopolitical risk premium as tensions rise in the Middle East. In addition, 
signs of a tighter oil market and of “steadily returning” stability, as OPEC loves to put it, 
have pushed oil prices to their highest levels in more than two years.  

Now it’s those higher oil prices—with Brent trading above $60 a barrel for more than 
three weeks in a row—that may unravel the OPEC production cut unity and the cartel’s 
pact with the non-OPEC producers led by Russia.

As they meet in Vienna next week, OPEC and friends face the dilemma of managing 
(and meeting) market expectations without allowing too much optimism that would 
boost U.S. shale.

A nine-month extension—which was almost a certainty one or two months ago and 
which has been largely priced into oil prices already—now looks less certain, or at least 
OPEC and non-OPEC Russia want us to think so. By managing (i.e., lowering) expec-
tations, they’ll possibly have a contained oil price drop if an announcement next week 
is underwhelming.

The meeting in May that extended the original pact until March 2018 disappointed 
the market because that extension was already widely expected, and investors wanted 
grander “whatever it takes” measures, such as deeper cuts.

This time around, OPEC producers are expected to go into the meeting happier—with 
Brent over $60—but if they don’t agree on an extension, they are worried that oil prices 
could drop, Gary Ross, head of global oil analytics at S&P Global Platts, tells MarketWatch.

Leaving aside the timing of communicating the extension of the deal, the other co-
nundrum is how long that extension should be.

“They’re not sure how long to extend the agreement because…they don’t want to 
ignite shale” Ross said. “So it’s tricky for them,” he noted. 

According to Ross, internal OPEC figures imply that the OECD inventories won’t fall 
back to their five-year average until September 2018. So there’s a “general belief that 
OPEC would like to extend the agreement to the end of September, but given the strength 
in prices, they may be reluctant to do that,” Ross told MarketWatch. 

Considering all the dilemmas that OPEC is now facing, their “best game plan” might 
be to decide to extend beyond March, but decide or communicate the length of extension 
later, according to Ross.

Over the past month, there have been growing voices that the decision to extend may 
not come at the November 30 meeting.

Last week, Citi said that the “recent rally in oil prices has been heavily driven by geo-
political risk and increasing optimism on an OPEC deal at the upcoming 30 November 
OPEC meeting. But Citi analysts believe the latter reason is likely overestimated.”

Citi thinks that “the likelihood of a nine-month extension remains high, but the like-
lihood that the decision will be deferred until 2018 also cannot be ignored.”

“The market expectation is for an extension through 2018, created by OPEC comments 
early this fall ... [but] there is increased risk that OPEC delays the extension decision,” 
Morgan Stanley said in a note to clients on Monday, as carried by Reuters.

Last week, Saudi Arabia’s Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih admitted that global in-
ventories would not have fallen to their five-year average by March 2018, so an extension 
“of some sort” is needed.

Referring to the timing of the announcement, al-Falih—OPEC’s most influential oil 
minister—told Bloomberg Television in an interview:

“My preference is to give clarity to the market, and announce on Nov. 30 what we 
are going to do.”

“I’m committed to a full-consensus process,” he said, adding that the cartel would 

have a “gradual adjustment” kind of exit strategy to avoid flooding the market with oil 
once the cuts expire.

While Saudi Arabia is working to have an OPEC announcement and to give clarity to 
the market next week, Alexander Novak—the Energy Minister of Russia, the key Saudi 
partner outside OPEC in these cuts—has already hinted that the decision could come at 
a later stage. Moreover, Russian oil firms are said to be balking at a further extension, 
arguing that their production restrictions are only benefiting others while Russian com-
panies have to cut back from new projects in which they have heavily invested. 

Novak will meet Russian producers again this week, while Saudi Arabia will try to 
reach a ‘full consensus’. At any rate, OPEC and allies have ten more days to manage 
expectations, and possibly reach some sort of consensus on this much-hyped extension 
that won’t disappoint oil bulls.

(Source: oilprice.com)

Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak 
said on Monday Russia would determine its 
position on the possible extension of a global 
deal to cut oil output later in November.

Novak said he would discuss the possible 
deal extension with Russian oil producers 
on Tuesday.

The Organization of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries, together with a group of 

non-OPEC producers led by Russia, has 
been restraining output since the start of 
this year to try to lower global inventories 
and support prices.

The deal is due to expire in March 2018, 
and OPEC meets on Nov. 30 to discuss the 
policy. The expectation is for the group to 
extend the cut agreement to cover the whole 
of next year.                            (Source: Reuters)

By  Tsvetana Paraskova

Can OPEC control the 
oil bulls in Vienna? 
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Commercial land plot in Yerevan 
for constructing  
14-floor multi-purpose building  

 
 

Location: 650 meters from Republic 
Square, immediate neighboring to fully 
renovated Yerevan Circus and Double 
Tree Hotel (by Mariott) 
Coordinates: 40°10'19.12"N (latitude),  
44°30'35.69"E (longitude) 
Total area of the plot: 1,313 sq.m. 
Percentage of site development:  
up to 75% of the plot area  
Proposed (planned) number of floors : 
minus (-2) floors underground parking, 14 
elevated floors of commercial and/or 
residential property  
Communications available:  
electricity, water, sewage, natural gas  
Additional: there will be a beautiful view 
to Ararat Mountain from one side of the 
building, and to the City Center from the 
other side 
Price:  1,700,000 US Dollars 
 

 

  
 

       
 

   +374 91 426203, veyaltd@yahoo.com 
 

Property in Yerevan 
multi-purpose building in the  
center of Yerevan   

 
Address:  17 Charents str. 
Usage Application: public building 
(business center, office, hotel, medical)  
Geographical coordinates: 
 40°10'54.61"N (latitude), 
44°31'41.17"E (longitude) 
Number of floors  4 (four) 
Area of the land plot: 754 sq.m.  
Area of the building: 1896 sq,m,,  
23 office rooms of various sizes, confe-
rence hall 95 sq.m., 6 bathrooms, open 
terrace (91.8 sq.m.), technical building 
(70 sq.m.)(for boiler & communications) 
Communications available:  
electricity, water, sewage, natural gas  
Technical condition: overhaul repair 
and structural reinforcement in 2001, fully 
complies with seismic requirements 
Price:  3,792,000 US Dollars 
 

        

  
 

   
 

   +374 91 426203, veyaltd@yahoo.com 
 

Excellent Investment Opportunity 
Property for sale and further development in the 
capital city of Belarus - Minsk  

 

Location address: 12 Ponomarenko str., 
Minsk, Belarus 
Geographical Coordinates:  
53°53'39.46"N (Latitude), 27°29'30.03"E 
(Longitude) 
Total Area of the Plot: 4,236 sq.m. 
Building Total Floor Space: 975 sq.m. 
1-st floor :   700 sq.m. 
2-nd floor:  275 sq.m.  
Year built :   1952 
Condition for using the property : The 
building should be used for public 
establishment (multi-purpose complex with 
following possible activities: trading, 
services, catering and food services, 
cultural, sports, recreation, entertainment, 
gambling). 
The building needs to be repaired. 
 

 

  
current state of the building 
 

 

       
Price:  2,000,000 US Dollars 

 
   +374 91 426203, 

veyaltd@yahoo.com 

 
 

Property in Yerevan 
land plot in residential area  
in Zeitun (Monument)   

Address:  David Anhaght str.,  
plots No. 14/12, and 14/15 
Location: in a prestigious district of  
Yerevan, on the new street connecting  
Ulnetsi street with Almast factory,  
far away from apartment buildings  
Geographical coordinates: 
 40°11'50.87"N (latitude), 
 44°32'8.34"E (longitude) 
Total area of the plots:  
2 plots - 1500 sq.m. each 
Property legal status:  
owned by natural person 
Communications available:  
electricity, water, sewage, natural gas  
Additional information:  
convenient for building a villa (or 2 
villas), excellent panoramic view on 
Yerevan city and Ararat mountain 
Price:  1,050,000 US Dollars 
 

 

          
 

  
view from the plot 

   +374 91 426203, veyaltd@yahoo.com 
 

Russia to determine position on oil output 
deal in November: Novak
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Yemen’s man-made 
catastrophe has no end 
in sight

In ancient times, the Romans referred to the land known as 
Yemen as “Arabia Felix,” or “Happy Arabia” — a country blessed 
with fertile, irrigated plains and busy ports where traders came 
in search of frankincense, ambergris and other prized com-
modities of antiquity.

Now, of course, Yemen is far from happy. It has been rav-
aged by a years-long civil war and a Saudi-led intervention in 
2015 that has killed thousands of civilians during relentless 
airstrikes.

The collapse of the impoverished country’s infrastructure 
has spawned a host of crises, ranging from the absence of clean 
water in a number of cities to financial ruin for the many Yemenis 
who have lost their livelihoods amid the war. An ongoing Saudi 
blockade of Yemeni ports risks worsening the food insecurity 
faced by about 17 million Yemenis — close to two-thirds of the 

nation’s population.
Last week, the relief group 

Save the Children warned that 
hunger and disease could kill 
an estimated 50,000 Yemeni 
children under the age of 5 
before year’s end — that’s an 
average of 130 children dying 
a day, one every 10 minutes. 
Humanitarian organizations 
warn of the risks created 
by both their funding short-
falls and the continued toll of 
the conflict.

“We’re on the brink of fam-
ine,” said David Beasley, the 
head of the UN’s World Food 

Program, in an interview aired by “60 Minutes” over the week-
end. “If we don’t receive the monies that we need in the next 
few months, I would say 125,000 little girls and boys will die.”

Beasley went on: “We’ve been able to avert famine, but we 
know three things that are happening: We know that people 
are dying. We know that people are wasting. And we know that 
children are stunting. We have a stunting rate in Yemen now 
at almost 50 percent. That means they’re smaller, the brains 
are smaller, the body’s smaller because they’re not getting the 
food or the nutrition they need.”

The prospect of famine dovetails with one of the worst out-
breaks of cholera in recorded history, an epidemic that has 
killed more than 2,100 people over the past year. Aid agen-
cies have worked fitfully to contain the disease, but they warn 
that a new outbreak is probable because of the chronic fuel 
shortages that have rendered sewage treatment plants and 
water-pumping facilities inoperable.

“We should have peace,” a spokesman from the World 
Health Organization told CBS. “This is what we need to stop 
this epidemic.”

But peace in Yemen is not at hand. The country’s civil 
war attracted global attention after the Houthis captured the 
capital, Sanaa, in September 2014. By the spring of 2015, the 
Saudis and a coalition of Persian Gulf Arab nations moved in 
to restore Yemen’s pro-Riyadh government. 

After an attempted Houthi missile strike on Riyadh was 
thwarted by Saudi forces this month, the kingdom escalated 
its rhetoric. The Saudis then imposed a tighter blockade on 
Yemeni ports. Humanitarian groups protested that it made 
the desperate humanitarian situation in Yemen even worse.

“Before the civil war broke out, Yemen imported nearly 
90 percent of its food, mostly by sea. Seven million Yemeni 
people rely entirely on imported food,” explained my colleague 
Amanda Erickson. “Because of the fighting, importing food has 
become much more difficult. Many shipping companies simply 
won’t send supplies anymore. Even before the blockade, those 
who ship supplies could face massive delays and mandatory 
searches by coalition warships.”

 Food as a weapon of war
“I don’t think there’s any question the Saudi-led coalition, 

along with the Houthis and all of those involved, are using 
food as a weapon of war,” Beasley said. “And it’s disgraceful.”

The Saudis said last week they were easing the blockade 
and have repeatedly pointed to the humanitarian relief work 
they themselves are carrying out in Yemen. But international 
officials still complain of the difficulty of access to the country.

“Ongoing obstruction by the Saudi-led coalition to the de-
livery of critical supplies is a measure which may amount to 
collective punishment of millions of Yemeni people,” read a 
statement signed last week by a host of international organiza-
tions, including the United Nations, the International Rescue 
Committee and Save the Children. “It exacerbates the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis where almost three years of war have 
left over twenty million people in need of assistance, seven 
million of them on the brink of famine.”

Absent in the “60 Minutes” segment was any serious dis-
cussion of the American role in Yemen’s war. Both the Trump 
and Obama administrations backed the Saudi operation, com-
mitting ships to the region, sharing intelligence with Riyadh 
and resupplying the Saudi coalition with munitions. In his 
tweets this year, Trump 
has seemingly given the 
energetic Saudi crown 
prince, Mohammed bin 
Salman, carte blanche 
in the Middle East — no 
matter the many warnings 
of Washington’s foreign 
policy establishment that 
the young Saudi royal is 
in over his head.

But in both the United 
States and Britain, which 
also has a deep security 
relationship with Riyadh, 
there is growing recogni-
tion of complicity in Yem-
en’s misery. Last week, the House of Representatives passed 
a largely symbolic bill stating that U.S. military assistance to 
the Saudis was not authorized by the same legislation that 
sanctions the long-standing American war on terrorist groups 
in the Middle East.

For a rare moment, the tragedy in Yemen was debated on 
Capitol Hill. But that will be of little comfort to millions of 
Yemenis trapped in a world of fear, hunger and deprivation 
with no end in sight.

(Source: The Washington Post)
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Both the 
United States 

and Britain, 
which also has 
a deep security 

relationship 
with Riyadh, 

there is growing 
recognition of 

complicity in 
Yemen’s misery.

Nearly two months after Germany’s general elec-
tion, talks aimed at forming a three-party coalition 
between Angela Merkel’s Christian Democrats (CDU/
CSU), the Free Democratic party and the Greens 
have collapsed. The FDP walked out of a late-night 
round of negotiations on Sunday, saying it had been 
impossible to reach a compromise on migration and 
the environment. Unless the three-party deadlock 
is somehow ended, Germany could go one of three 
ways: Mrs Merkel might try to form a coalition with 
the opposition Social Democrats (SPD), which the 
SPD has ruled out; she might form a minority govern-
ment, presumably with only one other party, which 
would be a new experience for postwar Germany; 
or, new elections might eventually be called.

This is an important moment. Each of these sce-
narios produces considerable political uncertainty in 
Europe’s powerhouse. The reverberations are sure 
to be felt not just in Germany itself, where the impact 
could be destabilizing or could shock the country 
back together in some way. It is also certain to im-
pact on the EU’s prospects of rebooting its project, 
at a time when the eurozone, security, migration, 
relations with Turkey, democratic backsliding in 
Poland and Hungary, and Brexit all need attend-
ing to. Monday’s nervous market reaction hinted 
at some of what is at stake.

 Political crisis 
More than anything else, the political crisis that 

has emerged in Germany marks Mrs Merkel’s eroded 
domestic influence after 12 years in power. That 
decline was brought about by the 2015 refugee cri-
sis, which shook her chancellorship. She came out 
weakened from the 24 September election, with 33% 
of the votes. Although her party was the clear leader, 
voters for the first time gave six parties enough sup-
port to sit in the Bundestag. Conservative voters, 
particularly in the east, shifted in large numbers 
to the far-right Alternative für Deutschland, which 
gained nearly 13% of the vote, enough to give it 94 
seats in the Bundestag.

New elections, if they are eventually triggered, 
could open up the possibility – sooner rather than 
later – of a post-Merkel Germany, as it would be 
unclear whether the chancellor could stay on. As the 
talks in Berlin started running into difficulties, there 
was speculation that Merkel’s CDU party might seek 
to replace her as leader, though if there were a new 
election the identity of her successor is extremely 
unclear. Merkel was tight-lipped on Sunday night, 
saying she’d hoped for a compromise but that she 
would now ensure “the country is well governed in 
the difficult weeks ahead”.

Germany’s political fragmentation reflects a wider 
phenomenon at work across much of Europe. Tradi-
tional parties have come under challenge from new 
groups both on the left and the right, with polariza-
tion growing in the aftermath of the 2010-11 bank-
ing collapse and eurozone crisis. But each national 
political scene has its own specific traits. Germany’s 
talks were made more complex by the fact a three-
way coalition had never been attempted before at 
national level. 

The FDP liberals, who had been all but wiped out 
politically after being Merkel’s junior partner from 
2009 to 2013, wanted to make sure this time that 
they wouldn’t sell themselves short. Their leader, 
Christian Lindner, walked away on Sunday saying: 
“It is better not to govern than to govern badly.”

 Grand coalition
As she looks for partners, Merkel in theory still 

has the possibility of seeking to prolong the outgo-
ing “grand coalition” with the SPD. But that would 

require party leaders to either do a U-turn from their 
September promise that the SPD would remain in 
opposition, or for them to be replaced by leaders who 
favored a coalition with the Christian Democrats. 
Neither seems likely.

The unpredictable German political scene means 
that the EU will struggle even more to address its key 
issues. In France, Emmanuel Macron can no longer be 
certain of building a strong Franco-German “engine” 
with Merkel to drive eurozone governance reform 
(this was a sticking point for the FDP). Although 
Germany’s main parties see eye to eye on the Brexit 
negotiations, the political uncertainty will divert at-
tention from UK withdrawal still further. German 
policies have often been controversial in Europe, 
but Merkel’s role in finding solutions – whether with 
Turkey on migration – has frequently been decisive. 
The weekend failure in Berlin could be the start of 
very difficult times.

(Source: The Guardian)

The start of the post-Merkel era 

The shock “resignation” of Lebanese Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri earlier this month was 
part of larger domestic political machinations 
within Saudi Arabia. With the Saudi-Israeli 
alliance now in overdrive, though, there is 
little doubt that Israel’s quest for regional 
dominance also played a part.

Hariri appeared on Saudi TV offering his 
resignation as Prime Minister, claiming that 
there had been a threat to his life. 

However, Lebanon’s President Michel 
Aoun has said that the resignation cannot 
be accepted since it was not offered in the 
country, but was instead issued from a foreign 
city. What is more, it seems to have been 
made under duress.

Reports in Lebanon claim that Hariri – 
who in the TV footage reads his resignation 
statement off a piece of paper – was forced 
to quit by the Saudi regime. It is said that, 
having been summoned to Riyadh, he 
and his bodyguards’ mobile phones were 
all confiscated, and they were put under 
house arrest. He was then made to read 
the statement on TV.

Government authorities in Lebanon and 
parties across the political and sectarian 
spectrum have all stated that Hariri was 
being held in Saudi Arabia against his 
will, and that his resignation is thus, in 
the circumstances, null and void. Hariri’s 
own Future Movement has called for him 
to return to Lebanon.

Saad Hariri holds dual Lebanese 
and Saudi citizenship; he has long had 
extensive ties to influential and wealthy 
figures in the Kingdom, including princes 
and business leaders. His temporary 
house arrest in Riyadh was part of a 
wider consolidation of power by the 
ruling faction of the Saudi monarchy, 
King Salman and his son, Crown Prince 
Mohammad Bin Salman.

Earlier this month, on Bin Salman’s orders, 
11 princes and around 200 businessmen were 
arrested. The heir to the throne has touted 
this as part of a crackdown on corruption in 
the Kingdom, of which there is plenty. Given 
the complete unaccountability under which 
the reigning faction governs, it’s hard to 
avoid the conclusion that this is more about 
cementing the succession of Mohammad 
Bin Salman.

Having previously offered to buy some 
of the assets of the men under house arrest 
in the Ritz Carlton Hotel, and having been 
turned down, it is said that the Crown Prince 
is now resorting to what could be termed, 
somewhat euphemistically, “aggressive 
negotiations”. The businesses that Bin 

Salman is reportedly after include the 
lucrative MBC network, whose satellite 
channel MBC1 alone has over 130 million 
viewers in the Arab world. Its output 
includes the popular reality show “Arab 
Idol”.

Hariri has left Riyadh for France, and 
is now reported to be heading to Cairo, 
but his promised return to Lebanon – as 
demanded by Lebanon itself – has yet to 
transpire. Even if he does return, members 
of his family are reported to be in Riyadh, 
so Mohammad Bin Salman will still have 
a lot of leverage over him.

King Salman and his son’s alignment 
with U.S. President Donald Trump 
earlier this year in hindsight now seems 
a foreshadowing of this current upheaval. 
One of the princes said to be under house 
arrest is the mega-rich Al-Waleed Bin Talal. 
He has competing business interests with 
Trump and the U.S. President attacked him 

on Twitter during the election campaign 
last year, calling him a “dopey prince”. The 
results of the Trump-Salman alliance seem 
to include the Saudi blockade of Qatar 
and the current circling of the wagons 
within the kingdom.

Moreover, there is another result; the 
deepening of the Saudi-Israel alliance. 
Since the popular Arab uprisings of 2011, 
the Saudis have been ever more open about 
getting into bed with the Israelis, despite 
having no formal diplomatic relationship. 
The cooperation between the oppressive 
apartheid regime in occupied Palestine and 
the oppressive theocratic dictatorship which 
dominates the Arabian Peninsula is now 
out in the open.

Israeli media reported back in September 
rumors that Mohammad Bin Salman himself 
had visited Israel, supposedly to “discuss 
regional peace initiatives”, although the 
Kingdom later formally denied this. 

More recently, Israel’s military chief, 
Lieutenant General Gadi Eisenkot, had an 
on-the-record interview with the Saudi 
website Elaph in which he said that the 
Israelis “are willing to share [intelligence] 
information” with Saudi Arabia on Iran. 
This is highly likely to be a signal that 
cooperation between the two regimes’ 
spy agencies is already ongoing.

Like most of the Western media, it is 
beyond a joke that media outlets in Israel 
now refer to Saudi Arabia as a “moderate” 
regime. Indeed, that is the term used by 
Eisenkot in his interview with Elaph.

Interestingly, he also said that Israel and 
the Saudi regime have “shared interests”. 
The Israeli General has a point there; 
oppression, religious extremism and war 
crimes are very much characteristic of both 
states. We simply cannot ignore the Israel 
factor in Saudi politics any longer.

(Source: middleeastmonitor.com)

We simply can’t ignore the Israel 
factor in Saudi Arabian politics 

The cooperation between the oppressive apartheid regime in 
occupied Palestine and the oppressive theocratic dictatorship 

which dominates the Arabian Peninsula is now out in the open.

Germany’s political fragmentation reflects a wider 
phenomenon at work across much of Europe.

The failure of the three-party coalition talks in Germany may make it difficult for the chancellor to stay on
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By Mohammad Salehi

TEHRAN — Shireen Tahmaasb Hunter, 
a professor of political science at George-
town University, tells the Tehran Times 
that that “It is quite obvious that Hariri 
has resigned because of Saudi Pressure. 
Hariri, like his father Rafiq, is close to 
Saudi Arabia, and the family made their 
fortune there.”

She adds that “However, Saad does not 
have his father’s stature. Therefore, the 
Saudis are treating him with scorn and 
like a lackey.”

Following is the text the interview:
 What are the reasons behind Hari-

ri’s sudden resignation declared from 
Riyadh?

A: The resignation of the Lebanese 
Prime Minister Saad al Hariri form Saudi 
Arabia is directly linked to the changing 
strategy of the United States and Israel 
in the Middle East. The U.S. appears to 
be resuming the transformative policy 
of George Bush in the Middle East that 
Obama abandoned. 

This time the goal is to resolve the Ar-
ab-Israeli dispute, establish relations be-
tween Israel and the remaining Arab states, 
eliminate Iran’s influence and presence form 
Lebanon and the rest of the Middle East, 
and possibly launch military strikes against 
Iran. The latter option is favored by Israel 
and Saudi Arabia and some Gulf Arabs such 
as UAE and Bahrain.

Hariri resignation is the prelude to cre-
ating conditions that might drive Iran to 

react and thus provide an opportunity for 
attack against it.

However, although President Trump 
seems to support Saudi Arabia, others in 
America believe that this is a risky strategy. 
This is why Secretary Rex Tillerson has 
reassured the Lebanese that America wants 
stability in that country. The question is 
how far Saudi Arabia and Israel will go to 
drag the U.S. into another Middle East war.

 One of the reasons as to why Hariri 
resigned is to make Lebanon instable be-
cause the country’s situation was not in line 

with the Interests of Saudi Arabia. What’s 
your opinion? 

A: It is quite obvious that Hariri has 
resigned because of Saudi Pressure. Hari-
ri, like his father Rafiq, is close to Saudi 
Arabia, and the family made their fortune 
there. However, Saad does not have his 
father’s stature. Therefore, the Saudis are 
treating him with scorn and like a lackey. 
His resignation is also part of Saudi efforts 
to control Lebanese politics and to counter 
Iran’s influence.

 Saudi Arabia wants other Arab 

countries to be aligning with Riyadh’s 
policies. That’s why we see such crisis 
in Qatar and Lebanon. Now the question 
is how much the other Arab countries 
will tolerate Saudi pressure. Shall we 
expect new coalitions within Arab world 
against Saudis?

A: At the moment, Saudi Arabia through 
its money and the American support is the 
most influential actor in the Arab world. 
Other major Arab states, like Egypt, have 
lost their past position and influence, Iraq 
and Syria are nearly destroyed and there-
fore Saudi Arabia has no real rival any 
more. Therefore, it is unlikely that anyone 
will stand up to Saudi Arabia in defense 
of Lebanon. Moreover, these Arabs also 
share Saudi Arabia’s anti-Iran and anti-Shia 
sentiments. As a result they will be happy 
to see Hizbollah and Iran’s influence is 
eroded in Lebanon. Nevertheless, the same 
governments cannot be happy with the 
arrogance with which Saudi Arabia treats 
other Arab states. Therefore, in the long 
run, the Hariri episode might be damaging 
to Saudi Arabia.

 With regard to recent developments, 
how do you see the future of Lebanon? Will 
the 14 March movement be able to keep its 
political role in the country?

A: The Al Mustaqbil represents the Sunni 
Lebanese. Therefore, either in its current 
shape or in a modified format, it will con-
tinue to play a significant role in Lebanese 
politics. However, the Sunni leadership’s 
reputation could suffer because of their image 
as subservient to the Saudis and following 
Saudi rather than Lebanese interests.

NOVEMBER 22, 2017

Saudis are treating Hariri with scorn and like a 
lackey: Shireen Hunter

TEHRAN — Finally, as expected, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel failed to form a coalition government. Merkel is now 
facing hard times. He has to negotiate again with the Social-Dem-
ocratic Party, the main rival, to escape the crisis. However, the 
Social Democrats have stated that they do not intend to have 
a coalition with Christian parties. On the other hand, Merkel 
may negotiate with the green party to form a minimal govern-
ment. In this case, the Chancellor will have limited power in 
the next government. What is certain, Merkel’s defeat in the 
formation of the Jamaica coalition represents a difficult path 
she will face in the future.

In recent days, the media have been seriously analyzing 
Merkel’s failure to formulate a coalition government. As Bloomb-
erg reported, German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s bid to form a 
new government failed, raising the prospect of fresh elections 
in Europe’s largest economy and casting doubt on the future of 
its longest-serving leader. A month of coalition talks collapsed 
in dramatic fashion just before midnight Sunday as disputes 
among a grab-bag of disparate parties over migration and other 
polices led the Free Democrats to walk out.

Merkel, whose 12 years in office have made her an anchor 
for the European Union in times of crisis, said she’ll stay on as 
acting chancellor and consult with Germany’s president later 
Monday on what comes next. Relying on a minority adminis-
tration with shifting alliances to pass legislation over the next 
four years would run counter to her promise to provide a stable 
government.

“It’s a day at the very least for a profound examination of 
Germany’s future,” Merkel, 63, told reporters in Berlin. “As 
chancellor, as caretaker chancellor, I will do everything to make 
sure this country continues to be well governed through the 
tough weeks ahead.”

Merkel can now ask President Frank-Walter Steinmeier to 
order what would be the second national election since Septem-
ber, most likely in the spring, or form a minority government 
headed by her Christian Democratic-led bloc. Both scenarios 
would push a country that’s had just eight leaders since World 
War II into uncharted territory.

“Europe has lost another illusion: Germany is no longer the 
role model of political stability,” said Carsten Brzeski, chief 
economist at ING-Bank AG.

Merkel has already put Germany’s euro policy on hold until a 
new government is formed. The common currency weakened as 
much as 0.6 percent, the most in three weeks, before rebound-
ing against the dollar. The DAX index of German stocks pared 
losses after touching a seven-week low.

“A chance has been missed to go beyond ideological bound-
aries and agree realistic solutions,” Eric Schweitzer, head of 
Germany’s DIHK chamber of industry and commerce, told the 
Deutsche Presse-Agentur newswire. “But the DIHK is confident 
that all responsible parties will ultimately be capable of finding 
sensible compromises.” 

Merkel’s biggest setback since she first won the chancellorship 
in 2005 follows unusually contentious exploratory talks. Policy 
disagreements on immigration, climate and energy proved so 
entrenched that even Merkel, once dubbed “the queen of the 
backrooms,” couldn’t bridge them.

Free Democratic Party officials in Germany have been iden-
tified as the main factors behind the failure of coalition talks. In 
other words, the Free Democratic Party in Germany prevented 
the formation of a Jamaican coalition between the four Chris-
tian Democrats, Christian Socialists, Green and Democrats.

As Bloomberg reported, FDP Chairman Christian Lindner 
said the draft agreement to enter into formal coalition talks was 
riddled with “countless contradictions.” Lindner has called for a 
“turnaround” plan for Germany’s economy that includes larger 
cuts in income taxes and more business-friendly measures. 
The FDP also wants to allow countries to leave the euro in an 
orderly way without quitting the EU.

“On the big questions, there were no concessions” from the 
other parties, Nicola Beer, Free Democrat general secretary, 
said on ZDF television. “The topic was: is the overall direction 
right, do we have a common vision of what kind of policy should 
be done in this country over the next four years?”

Also New York Times reported that Failure to reach an 
agreement could have wide-ranging implications for Germany, 
the European Union and beyond. Ms. Merkel could still try to 
approach the Social Democrats, her governing partners since 
2013, but they suffered losses in the vote and have vowed to 
take time out in the opposition to regroup.

Failure to find any partners to form a government would 
mean President Frank-Walter Steinmeier would most likely 
nominate Ms. Merkel as chancellor, given that her party has 
the largest bloc in Parliament. If lawmakers voted to confirm 
her nomination, she would have to choose between leading a 
minority government — novel in Germany’s post-World War 
II history — or dissolving Parliament, which would lead to new 
elections within two months.

Ms. Merkel and her center-right Christian Democrats were 
weakened in the Sept. 24 elections and found themselves without 
a clear path to forming a new government after winning only 30.2 
percent of the vote. The emergence of the far-right Alternative 
for Germany, or AfD, as the third-largest force in Parliament 
upset a balance of power that had dominated since the 1950s, 
in which one of the two centrist parties has traditionally had 
enough seats to form a coalition with a smaller party.

Finally, Angela Merkel has accepted a tough defeat in Ger-
many. Anything that happens in the future will weaken the 
power of the German Chancellor. It should not be forgotten 
that some of Merkel’s party members also disagreed with the 
Chancellor in Germany, but she eventually decided to stay in 
that position for the fourth time.

Merkel’s hard defeat in 
Germany

ANALYSIS & INTERVIEW

By Javad Heirannia
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

Washington lost 
Afghan war 

Syrian diplomat lauds aid by Iran, IRGC
TEHRAN (Tasnim) — A Syrian deputy foreign minister 
lauded Iran and the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) 
for assisting his country in the fight against terrorism at the 
request of the Damascus government, saying it contributed to 
Syria’s success to protect its sovereignty and national unity.

In an exclusive interview with the Tasnim News Agency 
in Damascus, Faisal Mekdad said Iran, including a large 
number of its experts from the IRGC and other forces, rushed 
to help Syria in the war against Takfiri terrorist groups as 
soon as the Arab country requested assistance.

Pointing to the US government’s hostile stances against 
the IRGC, Mekdad said he was not surprised to see Wash-

ington raising accusations against the IRGC and pushing 
to blacklist it, slamming the move as a “Zionist decision”.

Last month, US President Donald Trump announced a 
new strategy for Iran which he said begins with imposing 
tough sanctions on the IRGC.

Elsewhere in his comments, the Syrian official pointed to 
plans to reconstruct the Arab country in the post-Daesh era, 
saying the doors of Syria will remain open to its allies, Iran 
and Russia, which assisted in the battle against terrorism 
without any preconditions. On November 19, the Daesh 
(ISIL) terrorist group was flushed out of its last stronghold 
in Syria’s Al-Bukamal. The city’s liberation marked an end to 

the group’s self-proclaimed caliphate it had declared in 2014.
Daesh militants made swift advances in northern and 

western Iraq over the summer of 2014, after capturing 
large areas of Syria. On Tuesday, Commander of the IRGC 
Corps Quds Force Major General Qassem Soleimani said 
the self-proclaimed caliphate of Daesh terrorist group has 
formally collapsed in Islamic territories after recapture of 
Al-Bukamal.

Since 2011, when Syria became engulfed with a civil war 
and the influx of foreign militants, Iran remained a close 
ally of Damascus and supported its legitimate government 
against terrorism.

TEHRAN (FNA) — NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg says the US-led alliance is close to 
having its goal of 16,000 troops for Afghanistan, 
and that he is “absolutely confident” they will 
have enough by 2018 - and that they will win.

After the US announced their own escalation 
of the Afghan War, they began to push NATO to 
commit more troops to the country. With many 
NATO nations having withdrawn from Afghani-
stan in recent years, they are not very interested 
in going back.

The alliance is in the know that they have lost 
the war on Afghanistan. They just hate to admit it:

What the US-led alliance has to do to under-
stand how badly they have lost in Afghanistan 
is get their air forces to carry their leaders over 
there and fly along the route from Kabul to Kan-
dahar, or Kabul to Jalalabad, and have a look at 
the roads. That’s all they need to know. Roads.

According to the Pentagon, the occupiers 
spent $3 billion over 16 years paving roads in 
Afghanistan. In 2001, they had exactly 50 miles 
of paved roads. By 2016, they had paved some-
where between 8,000 and 10,000 miles of them. 

But that same year, the Special Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruction did an inspection 
and reported that 95 percent of those roads were 
either damaged or completely destroyed. 

Not to mention that almost every mile of those 
roads on which they spent $3 billion are too un-
safe to travel on.

According to the United States Agency for 
International Development, an arm of the State 
Department, it would cost the occupiers another 
$8 billion to get those roads up and running again. 
With no guarantee they wouldn’t get themselves 
blown off by an IED in the first mile.

If the US-led alliance can’t do something as 
basic as pave Afghanistan’s roads and keep them 
safe and passable, they have lost. 

They have no business occupying there for one 
more minute. They should pack up all of their 
tanks and Humvees and helicopters, and they 
should load all of occupying soldiers on C-130’s 
and get out of there.

Sitting around Pentagon war rooms and on 
cable news panels talking about troop surge, some 
kind of reset, a new strategy that will take them 
from 16 straight years of losing and get them 
to winning is just wishful thinking. They can’t 
win. And no amount of talk, no new strategy, 
no amount of money, no additional troops are 
going to change it.

All the occupiers really need to do is know 
history, of course. They are wrong to assume 
that more troops and more generals and more 
budget will give them magic powers to win this 
time. It won’t. If still in doubt, they should ask 
the Russians.

International Tender
No.: 96.T/852

Security Printing and Minting Organization (SPMO) of Central Bank of I.R. of Iran 
intends to purchase machinery mentioned table below along with their spare and wear 
parts for three years, as well as installation at the site through a public tender from 
eligible companies, according to the specifications and conditions stated in the tender 
documents.

Item Description Qty.(unit)

1 Two roll Butterfly Dissolver 1

2
Fixed or movable extruder press system with 
ink filler system

1

3 Three Role Mill system 1

 Required documents:

1- Bid Bond Guarantee will be issued by participants, according to the received 
documents in favor of SPMO, marked as Tender Guarantee.

2- The bidders are requested to submit their company profile, articles of association, 
turn over including list of supplied goods, client list, etc. for the last 3 years.

3- It should be noted that the priority for bidders is given to the domestic participants 
in equal conditions.

For receiving tender documents, please contact us via the following address, fax or 
e-mail till 22/12/2017.

Commercial Director
Security Printing & Minting Organization
191, Pasdaran Ave. Tehran, Iran

P.O.BOX: 1664647111
Fax: +9821 22842033 – 22840053
Tel: +9821 23733220 – 23733222

E-mail: spmo@cbi.ir 27
62
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ADVERTISEMENTS

TEHRAN TIMES
Iran’s Leading International Daily

Advertising Dept
021 - 430 51 450Tel:
times1979@gmail.com

Apt. in Fereshteh
340 sq.m modern and new apartment, 4 bedrooms, fully furnished, 

full of lights, full facilities, located in high-rise building 
  Ehsan 0912 4388634

Tel: (021) 22022920   Fax: (021) 26201855
www.maskanfereshteh.com     maskanfereshteh@gmail.com

Add.: No. 18, Hojjat Bldg., Sharifimanesh Intersection, Fereshteh, Elahieh 

  Holder of 
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014

From Oxford Cert Universal

Advertising Dept: times1979@gmail.com

Advertising Dept:

times1979@gmail.com
430 51 450 
430 51 405

Apt in Zafaranieh
3th floor, 140 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.

 new & beautiful furn, spj parking, 
near to Palladium

$3400
Ms Ava: 09128440156

 
Apt in Jordan

2th floor 220 sq.m, 3Bdrs. luxury, 
furn, diplomatic $2800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Apt in Fereshteh
5th floor, 90 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

fully furn, new, $2500
Ms Ava: 09128440156

Apt in new Building in Niavaran
6th floor, each floor one Apt each 

Apt 300 sq.m with 4Bdrs. balcony, 
furn & unfurn lobby spj, good ac

cess to highway $7000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Diplomatic Tower
in Elahieh

8th floor, 140 sq.m, 2 Bdrs. fully 
furn, nice balcony, spj gym saloon, 

parking
 lobby security, $3600 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Jordan
5th floor, 140 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully 
furn, parking, diplomatic $2000 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Villa in the North
duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, 
2000 sq.m land, 5 Bdrs., big 

saloon servant, indoor pool, spj 
renovated, beautiful and green 

garden, semi furn
$18000 

Suitable for Embassies
Renting also for Iranian 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Zafaranieh
600 sq.m, 5 Bdrs., fully furn 

renovated, outdoor pool
$8000

Suitable for
Embassy& Residency

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Shahrak Qarb
duplex villa, 630 Sq.m, 5 Bdrs. 
one extra Suit with 300 sq.m 
apt with 3 Bdrs., Garden, out

door pool, renovated, too many 
parking spaces, security

furn & unfurn
 $15000   Suitable for

Residency &  Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Whole Building in Farmanieh
5th floor, each floor 2 apt, each apt 
200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., lobby, 3 differ
ent entrances, 2 level parking, spj, 

garden, ready for renting to embassy 
or residency

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Shariati
130 sq.m, near to Pole Roomi

parking, full of foreign companies 
$3500 

Ms Ava: 09128440156

Commercial whole Building
in Jordan

totally around 3000 sq.m, new 
flat 66 parking, good light

smart control system 2 sides entrances
Price per each sq $50
Ms Ava: 09128440156

 
Whole Building in the best location 

in North of Tehran
2 block, each block 5 

apts, totally 10 Apts, 35 rooms, 
lobby, too many parking, best loca

tion, best view, perfect quality
roof garden, outdoor pool

Suitable for
Embassy, Residency& Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206
 

Nice Office in Jordan
350 sq.m, renovated, parking, full 
of foreign companies, lobby, good 

access to highway, $10000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Valiasr
from 250 sq.m up to 7000 sq.m 

commercial office, ready for rent
ing to foreign companies lobby, 

parking lot
good access to highway
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Limited Offer
in  Shariati-Soheil

170 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., spj, nice & 
clean, furn, $2500 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
170 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., full furn

big balcony, $1500  
Ms Ava: 09128440156

Apt in Qeytarieh
4th floor 120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

fully furn, parking
near to Qeytarieh Park, $1500  

Ms Ava: 09128440156

Limited Offer only for
few Day in Velenjak

apt in a modern garden tower 140 
sq.m, 2 Bdrs., luxury furn perfect 

light & view, spj parking, 24/7 security
lobby man,  $2500

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Apt in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., good access 

top floors, $1400
Suitable for foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

IRANIAHOME
Real Estate
SH.LAVASANI

09123103526
Societe immobiliere

“Iraniahome”
Specialise dans la location 
de villas, appartements, ou 
bureaux pour une clientele 
essentiellement etrangere. 
Fichier tres riche a votre 

disposition.
M.A. Ahrabi 

Directure de la section francaise.

0919 2571076
Tel:  88888007  
Fax:  88675936
www.iraniahome.com

مالکین محترم: ویال و آپارتمان مبله شما
 را جهت اجاره به دیپلماتها نیازمندیم

PRIVATE PARKING LOT
Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) – Rahimzade Alley – Taleqani

Crossroads – Valiasr St.   Tell: 66476855

I n d i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

M. King Hadyoon
MANAGER F.D
0912 0825 983
0919 2690 059

APT in ELAHIEH
260 sq.m, this apt. is in the 4th floor 
view of GERMAN EMBASSY, brand 
new building – pkg. –indoor S/P, 
sauna & Jacuzzi, fully furnished 

Address: No. 2902, Opposite Bagh 
               Ferdos, Above Zaferanieh St.,
                  Vali-e Asr Ave.



T H O U G H T SNOVEMBER 22, 2017 9
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

Mordechai Gordon takes ideas about not taking ourselves too 
seriously seriously

Nature of laughing at ourselves

Philosophy of Humor
David Boersema is a Professor of Philosophy at 
Pacific University in Forest Grove, Oregon, where 
his students have frequently told him that they are 
laughing with him, not at him.

If a philosopher alone in the forest tells a joke and nobody 
laughs, is it funny? (Well, if it’s Schopenhauer, sure it would 
be; but let’s not go there right now.)

Despite our differences and peculiarities, there are some 
human universals. Some of them are biological: we all need 
to eat and drink, and we all need to sleep. But there are also 
cultural and social universals: all cultures identify food ta-
boos, kinship relationship rules, residence rules, and others. 
Even if different cultures use different criteria for who is 
part of one’s family and who isn’t, they still all draw some 
distinction between who is part of one’s family and who 
isn’t: ‘family’ matters across cultures.

One of those human universals is humor. It’s everywhere! 
Across cultures, across our life times, across generations, 
human beings find things – at least some things – funny. 
It is simply one of our basic modes of being in the world. 
No wonder, then, that philosophers from Aristotle on have 
wrestled with trying to get a handle on what humor is.

One of the features of humor that has been noted and 
emphasized, is that it’s a form of human bonding. We share 
jokes and can’t wait to tell our friends what ridiculous thing 
our co-worker said today, or show our friends some funny 
picture (cat videos, anyone?). Humor is a way we connect 
with others, and, so, a way we become who we are as persons. 
Of course, that sense of bonding can also have a dark side, 
when humor is used to demean or denigrate, as with racist 

or sexist humor. (But what could possibly be wrong with 
this: ‘Question: What do you call 1000 lawyers at the bot-
tom of the sea? Answer: A start.’ Or this: ‘Question: What 
has an IQ of 200? Answer: Texas.’)

Clearly, there are ethical and moral dimensions to hu-
mor. In addition, there are cognitive and epistemological 
dimensions: What makes something funny? What is going 
on in our minds?

First, for humor to work, the listener needs to get the 
joke. The five-year-old child, might think that this is funny: 
‘Question: What do you give an elephant with diarrhea? 
Answer: Lots of room’ but might not think this is funny: 
‘Question: How many doctors does it take to change a light 
bulb? Answer: It depends on what kind of insurance you 
have.’ You need to understand what it means to refer to a 
‘hung jury’ to appreciate this recent newspaper headline: 
“Two Convicts Escape Noose: Jury Hung”. And who but a 
philosopher could laugh at this: “The French existentialist 
Jean-Paul Sartre was sitting in a cafe when a waitress ap-
proached him: ‘Can I get you something to drink, Monsieur 
Sartre?’ she asked. Sartre replied, ‘Yes, I’d like a cup of coffee 
with sugar, but no cream.’ Nodding agreement, the waitress 
walked off to fulfil the order, and Sartre returned to working. 
A few minutes later, however, the waitress returned and said, 
‘I am sorry, Monsieur Sartre, we are all out of cream – how 
about with no milk?’”

Of course, there are non-verbal forms of humor, such as 
visual humor, the Marx brothers and Lucille Ball being classic 
examples (for better or worse, check out TotallyLooksLike.
com). However, verbal humor, especially jokes, is the main 
engine for both philosophical and non-philosophical enjoy-
ment. Who can resist the sheer delight in reading actual 

newspaper headlines such as these?:
‘Local High School Dropouts Cut In Half’
‘Lack Of Brains Hinders Research’
‘Milk Drinkers Are Turning To Powder’
‘Iraqi Head Seeks Arms’
Delightful? Yes, but also instructive about the importance 

of clear language and thinking.
Humor and philosophy are definitely good bedfellows, 

and the lessons about clear thinking abound. As just one 
example, when trying to explain the concepts of falsifiability 
and the biased interpretation of evidence, what could be 
more instructive than this?: “A married couple is making 
breakfast. As the husband is buttering the toast he says, ‘Have 
you ever noticed that if you drop a piece of toast, it always 
lands butter side down?’ The wife says, ‘No. It just seems 
that way because you remember the times when it makes

a mess. Here, I’ll show you. Watch this.’ She drops a 
piece of toast and it lands butter side up. She says, ‘See. I 
told you.’ The husband replies, ‘Well, obviously you but-
tered the wrong side.’”

In Issue 25 of Philosophy Now back in 1999, Tim Madigan 
as Editor led a valiant foray into the topic of humor and its 
relationship to philosophy. Contributors looked at some 
similarities between humor and philosophy – how both 
point out foibles in our thinking and acting. Now, fifteen 
years on, the similarities are still there, the jokes are still 
funny, and, as the articles collected here demonstrate, the 
nature and power of humor are still ripe for philosophi-
cal analysis. On the other hand… let’s allow that master of 
contrariness, E.B. White, to have the last word: “Analyzing 
humor is like dissecting a frog. Few people are interested, 
and the frog dies.”

by David Boersema

To date, philosophers have concentrated much 
more on trying to account for what makes 
us laugh at others than on why we laugh at 
ourselves. Indeed, attempts to explain the 
phenomenon of laughing at others have been 
around for a long time, at least since Plato.

 Plato & Hobbes
Plato subscribed to what we refer to today 

as the Superiority theory of humor, which 
maintains that laughter is an expression of 
one’s feeling of superiority over others. He 
argued in his dialogue Philebus that “we laugh 
at what is ridiculous in our friends” (48-50), 
and that what makes people laughable is 
their ignorance concerning their virtues (e.g. 
wealth, looks, and wisdom). According to 
Plato, we laugh at friends, acquaintances 
and other people when they make fools of 
themselves. Of course, Plato objected to this 
kind of laughter because he believed that it 
was often motivated by malice and nastiness. 
But the point is that he believed that people 
generally laugh at others’ foolishness.

Later, Thomas Hobbes presented a strong-
er version of the Superiority theory when he 
stated in Leviathan that laughter is “caused 
either by some sudden act of their own, that 
pleaseth them; or by the apprehension of some 
deformed thing in another by comparison 
whereof they suddenly applaud themselves” 
(1651, p.125). In this view, laughter is the 
expression of sudden glory, when we realize 
that we are superior in some ways to oth-
ers, or that they are inferior to us. Thus, for 
both Plato and Hobbes, laughter involved 
a pleasurable feeling of having some kind 
of advantage over others who are deemed 
lesser than us. Although Hobbes did recognize 
that sometimes we laugh when we recall our 
own weaknesses, for Superiority theorists 
laughing at others is much more common 
than laughing at ourselves. This is because 
laughing at others tends to bring people pure 
pleasure, whereas laughing at ourselves can 
result in a broad range of emotions, from 
amusement to pain. Another reason that 
laughing at others is more widespread is 
that it is easier for most people to notice 
the mistakes and blemishes of others than 
their own faults.

Aside from the Superiority theory of hu-
mor, the theory that has received the most 
attention among philosophers is the Incongru-
ity theory. This offers a completely different 

take on the reasons for this laughter than 
the one provided by Superiority theorists. 
John Morreall summarized the incongruity 
perspective quite well:

“We live in an orderly world, where we 
come to expect certain patterns among things, 
their properties, events, etc. We laugh when 
we experience something that doesn’t fit into 
these patterns. As Pascal put it, ‘Nothing 
produces laughter more than a surprising 
disproportion between that which one expects 
and that which one sees’.”

(Taking Laughter Seriously, pp.15-16, 
1983).

On this view, we laugh at others not when 
we feel superior to them, but when we notice 
that they are speaking or acting in unexpected 
ways. For instance, we might laugh if a friend 
who we’ve always heard speaking English 
started speaking Chinese. Young children 
often make adults laugh when they engage in 
silly behavior or say something unexpected. 
In both instances, there are no feelings of 
superiority present but rather a mismatch 
between what was expected and what actu-
ally happened.

 Nietzsche & Freud
Unlike the phenomenon of laughing at 

others, prior to the twentieth century, phi-
losophers had been relatively quiet about 
laughing at ourselves. One noticeable excep-
tion is Friedrich Nietzsche. In the chapter in 
Thus Spoke Zarathustra (1889) called ‘On 
the Higher Man’, Nietzsche mocked those 
who believe that laughing is our greatest sin. 
Summarizing the value of the laughing spirit 
against the dead weight of our culture and 
traditions, he wrote:

“What hates the mob’s blether – cocks 
and all the bungled gloomy brood – praised 
be this spirit of all free spirits, the laughing 
gale that blows dust into the eyes of all the 
black – sighted, sore – blighted” (p.407).

For Nietzsche, the way to become lib-
erated from the melancholy teachings and 
gloomy morality of various religions is not 
by anger, but by relying on a spirit of jest and 
light-heartedness. Throughout this chapter, 
Nietzsche repeats that failure is good and calls 
on higher human beings to “learn to laugh at 
yourselves as one must laugh!” By learning 
to laugh at ourselves and to accept failure as 
an integral part of the human condition, we 
also begin to question the Spirit of Gravity – 
those morals that have been handed down to 
us by tradition, which we typically take for 
granted. Nietzsche recognized better than 
most philosophers that part of what makes 
our lives so burdensome and gloomy is our 
uncritical attachment to various conventions 
that we inherited from our parents, culture, 
or religion. Taking ourselves less seriously 

can help us relate to these conventions less 
rigidly, and perhaps even become open to 
the possibility of creating new values.

Not taking ourselves so seriously also 
has some psychological benefits, as Sig-
mund Freud recognized. In his essay Hu-
mor (1927), Freud distinguished between 
the super-ego that normally criticizes the ego 
and the non-hostile super-ego that seeks to 
console it. The latter situation Freud associ-
ated with humor, noting that, with humor, 
the super-ego “speaks such kindly words to 
comfort the intimidated ego.” In On Hu-
mor (2002), Simon Critchley points out that 
Freud interpreted humor as a maturation of 
the super-ego: “a maturity that comes from 
learning to laugh at oneself, from finding 
oneself ridiculous” (p.103). Critchley goes 
on to explain that humor helps the super-ego 
become a less severe master; it enables this 
aspect of our psyche to develop into a more 
gentle and flexible monitor. So humor, for 
Freud, is very beneficial, in that it promotes 
the development of a healthy relationship 
between the super-ego and the ego, based 
more on comforting and supporting than 

on scolding. Conversely, people who suffer 
from mental illnesses such as depression and 
paranoia typically have a very stern super-
ego and are, therefore, not able to recognize 
and appreciate humor.

 Buddha & Nagel
Beside the insights of Nietzsche and Freud, 

some of the most important lessons on the 
nature of laughing at ourselves come from 
Zen Buddhism. The Zen tradition that follows 
the ninth-century master Rinzai teaches us 
that in order to reach enlightenment we need 
to liberate ourselves from attachment. This 
is not merely our attachment to material 
things; they also want us to renounce our 
blind reverence for religion as creed or a 
set of rituals to follow. “And so in Zen there 
are no rituals, scripture, doctrines, or sacred 
figures – not even the Buddha – to whom the 
followers should become attached” (John 
Morreall, Comic Relief: A Comprehensive 
Philosophy of Humor, p.134, 2009). Moreover, 
Zen masters challenge the dominant Western 
way of understanding the world, through 
words, concepts, logic and rational thinking, 
because they believe that this has led us to try 
to conquer and control the world. On this view, 
we must continually question our conceptual 
systems and remind ourselves that they are 
merely lenses or tools that provide us an 
incomplete view of reality. Yet perhaps the 
most important kind of liberation that Zen 
masters advocate is the emancipation from our 
attachment to the mind as a separate entity. 
As Morreall writes, “In Zen the empirical ego 
is not the person and is not the independent 

substance. The enlightenment sought is an 
intuitive awareness of the nothingness of the 
separate ‘mind’ I normally think of as my 
self. In being liberated from that mistaken 
attachment to the self, I overcome the core 
of the problem of all attachment” (p.135).

The benefit of our liberation from the 
notion of an enduring, independent self is 
that it makes it much easier for us to laugh 
at ourselves. Once we begin to question the 
notion of an independent ego, we are likely 
to stop taking the ‘self’ so seriously. Such 
realization may lead one to be amused by 
the illusory nature of the self, and to regard 
oneself as a big joke and human existence 
as absurd. That is, once we are freed from 
our uncritical attachment to our egos and 
can regard ourselves with humor, it is easier 
for us to laugh at the other absurdities and 
incongruities we experience.

In his essay ‘The Absurd’ in The Journal 
of Philosophy 68, #20 (1971), philosopher 
Thomas Nagel echoes this notion that the 
absurdity inherent in human existence should 
be cause for humor not agony. Nagel first 
acknowledges that there are many absurd 
situations that people encounter daily, where 
there is a discrepancy between their preten-
sions or aspirations and reality. In those cases, 
people generally try to modify the absurd 
situation by changing their aspirations, by 
trying to align their reality with them, or 
by removing themselves from the situation. 
However, Nagel, following Albert Camus, 
points out that the philosophical sense of 
absurdity is that aspiration and reality in-
evitably clash for everybody. He accounts 
for this general notion of absurdity by “the 
collision between the seriousness with which 
we take our lives and the perceptual possibil-
ity of regarding everything about which we 
are serious as arbitrary, or open to doubt” 
(p.718). The problem is that neither the seri-
ousness with which we approach our lives nor 
the arbitrariness of our beliefs and conven-
tions ever really change even when we notice 
they clash. Nagel concludes that the defiance 
that some existentialists, such as Camus, 
adopted in response to the absurd nature of 
our existence, is not a particularly mature 
and healthy attitude. Rather, he believes that 
being aware of our own absurdity is one of 
the most human and interesting things about 
us, a fact that calls for laughter, irony and 
humor rather than gloom or despair. Being 
able to laugh at ourselves, then, is beneficial 
because it is one of the best ways of coping 
with the absurd nature of human existence.

It is important to emphasize that nei-
ther Nagel nor the other thinkers mentioned 
here believe that laughing at ourselves has to 
manifest in actual physical laughter. Rather, 
laughing at ourselves should be understood 
as a kind of metaphor for not taking oneself 
too seriously and being more self-critical. 
As John Ohliger notes in ‘Forum: You Shall 
Know the Truth and the Truth Shall Make 
you Laugh’, laughing at ourselves “can be 
seen as the mood where we’re conscious at 
the same time of our importance and of our 
insignificance” (Journal of Adult Education, 
19, #1, p.32, 1990). To be sure, there are 
situations in which we laugh at ourselves 
when we make a foolish mistake or when 
others poke fun at us. However, there are 
also many instances when people are in a 
cheerful frame of mind and are amused by 
their own shortcomings. In either case, what 
is essential is embracing the spirit of light-
heartedness that Nietzsche advocated, since 
it can liberate us from the weight of dead 
tradition and, even more importantly, from 
our own rigid and self-absorbed tendencies.

By Prof Mordechai Gordon  United Nations Document
Philosophy Day at UNESCO has been celebrated every year since 

2002, on the third Thursday of November, both at Headquarters 
and in the field, under the Organization’s regular programme. In a 
letter dated 19 May 2004, Mr Mohamed Achaari, Minister of Culture 
of the Kingdom of Morocco, submitted to the Director-General for 
consideration a proposal to establish a world philosophy day, at 
the end of the deliberations of the third session of the Rencontres 
du Printemps de la Philosophie, organized by the Association des 
Amis de la Philosophie and held in the city of Fez, Morocco, on 9 
and 10 March 2004. 

At a meeting on 13 January 2005 organized by the Social and 
Human Sciences Sector and bringing together the Sector, rep-
resentatives of Permanent Delegations to UNESCO and other 
sectors of the Organization as part of the consultation process 
on the intersectoral strategy on philosophy, Ms Aziza Bennani, 
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of the Kingdom of Morocco 
to UNESCO, put forward the idea of a draft resolution. In a letter 
dated 7 February 2005, Ms Bennani transmitted to Mr Hans-
Heinrich Wrede, Chairman of the Executive Board, the proposal 
by the Kingdom of Morocco to establish a world philosophy day. 
The proposal invited the Director-General to conduct a feasibility 
study – including an estimate of the costs and an indication of the 
expected results – on the celebration of a world philosophy day. 

  UNESCO’S ROLE IN THE PROMOTION OF PHI-
LOSOPHY. 

The aim was to consider, through a study of possible objec-
tives, expected results, modes of implementation and the financial 
implications of such an undertaking, whether UNESCO should 
extend the reach of Philosophy Day at UNESCO by proclaiming 
a world philosophy day. The study is based mainly on the results 
of the three previous Philosophy Days at UNESCO, which were 
held in 2002, 2003 and 2004 and received very broad endorse-
ment from both the international intellectual community and the 
public at large. In 2004, the participation was noted of some 95 
philosophical institutions spread across 79 Member States, 22 of 
them in Africa, six in the Arab region, 17 in Asia and the Pacific, 
22 in Europe and North America and 12 in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, whereas only 53 countries had been involved in the 
first day held in 2002. 

Furthermore, at its 169th session, the Executive Board of UNESCO, 
on the initiative of Turkey (169 EX/Decision 3.6.3), requested the 
Director-General to submit an intersectoral strategy on philosophy. 
Following a broad consultation with the Permanent Delegations, 
National Commissions, NGOs concerned, universities, research 
institutes and eminent personalities, it appears that there is wide 
support for the celebration of a philosophy day, especially in rela-
tion to the “promotion of philosophical thought and research”, as 
emphasized in Pillar III of the intersectoral strategy. 

In the light of the above, Philosophy Day at UNESCO, organized 
as a regular programme activity, would undoubtedly benefit from 
being celebrated worldwide with the support of the Organization’s 
Member States. Transcending disciplinary divides, such a Day 
would make it possible to envisage at the global level the organi-
zation of open and pluralistic dialogues about the relationship of 
societies to knowledge and learning. 

The proclamation of a world philosophy day could also have 
a beneficial influence on the promotion of philosophy teaching, 
which is absent from the curricula in many countries and occupies 
a position that is both uncertain and weak in others. As reflected 
notably in the responses to the questionnaire drawn up with a view 
to formulating the international strategy on philosophy (Pillar 
II of the Strategy), the teaching of philosophy was unanimously 
identified as one of the priorities to be implemented by UNESCO. 
World philosophy day could therefore foster the gradual inclusion 
of philosophy in curricula so as to encourage a reflective and criti-
cal exercise in thinking and reasoning. The celebration of a world 
philosophy day would thus enable UNESCO to fulfil its role as a 
catalyst of ideas and a forum for encounter and reflection, while 
upgrading, alongside the other human and social sciences, the 
questioning and critical function of the discipline of philosophy. 

  PROGRAMME OF THE CELEBRATION 
The world philosophy day could be celebrated each year on 

the third Thursday of November. All of UNESCO’s partners (Na-
tional Commissions, associations, universities, relevant NGOs, 
schools, institutes and so forth) would be called upon to organize 
various types of activities (round tables, television programmes, 
publications, cultural activities in schools, universities and even 
in public places and so on). UNESCO would perform its function 
as a philosophical forum and as a platform for exchanges, un-
dertaking the dissemination and promotion among its partners 
and its networks of the activities and experience developed in 
connection with the event. 

For its part, UNESCO would endeavour to encourage and support 
national, subregional and regional initiatives designed, inter alia, 
to : (i) build up a momentum enabling universities, institutions 
and the NGOs concerned to make philosophy more accessible; (ii) 
function as a place of assembly and a philosophical forum so as to 
strengthen or set up new networks of philosophers from around 
the world; (iii) foster the teaching of philosophy in schools, in 
close collaboration with ministries of education, higher education 
and research; (iv) raise awareness in schools so that this Day may 
be celebrated as widely as possible; (v) mobilize local organizers 
(municipalities, cities, regions, etc.) to contribute actively to the 
preparation for and the holding of a world philosophy day. 

  OBJECTIVES 
The main objectives of a world philosophy day would be as 

follows: (i) to renew the national, subregional, regional and inter-
national commitment to philosophy; (ii) to foster philosophical 
analysis, research and studies on major contemporary issues so as 
to respond more effectively to the challenges that are confronting 
humanity today; (iii) to raise public awareness of the importance 
of philosophy and its critical use in the choices arising for many 
societies from the effects of globalization or entry into modernity; 
(iv) to appraise the state of philosophy teaching throughout the 
world, with special emphasis on unequal access; (v) to underline 
the importance of the universalization of philosophy teaching for 
future generations. 

  EXPECTED RESULTS 
The expected results could be as follows : (i) greater inter-

national awareness of the need for free, critical and responsible 
philosophical reflection; (ii) mobilization of the intellectual 
community, decision-makers, educational institutions and the 
media to promote philosophy; (iii) reinforcement of interna-
tional cooperation in the fields of philosophy, ethics and the 
social and human sciences; (iv) elaboration of new approaches 
and procedures in the teaching and practice of philosophy; (v) 
greater visibility of UNESCO’s pioneering role, its mandate and 
intellectual mission.

What is world philosophy 
day? where, when and why 
did it start? 
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Mordechai Gordon is a Professor of 
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Nvidia’s GPU sales grew faster than 
AMD and Intel 

Uber orders up to 24,000 Volvo 
XC90s for driverless fleet

Uber has entered into an agreement with 
carmaker Volvo to purchase 24,000 of 
its XC90 SUVs between 2019 and 2021 
to form a fleet of autonomous vehicles, 
according to Bloomberg News. The XC90 
is the base of Uber’s latest-generation 
self-driving test car, which features sen-
sors and autonomous driving computing 
capability installed by Uber after purchase 
on the XC90 vehicle.

The deal is said to be worth around 
$1.4 billion, per the Financial Times, 
with the XC90 starting at $46,900 in the 
U.S. in terms of base model consumer 
pricing. Uber is already testing the XC90 
in Arizona, San Francisco and Pittsburgh 
in trials with safety drivers on board to 
help refine and improve their software. 
Uber also paired up with Volvo to jointly 
develop autonomous driving and a vehicle 
ready for self-driving implementation, 
with investment from both sides com-
mitted last year.

Uber’s new fleet of XC90s will go 
further than the existing test vehicles, 

in that they will incorporate redundant 
systems for braking and steering that 
will allow them to operate without a hu-
man safety driver on board. The 24,000 
vehicle model is also subject to change, 
depending on Uber’s needs. Uber also 
paints the right to order vehicles from 
other OEMs to help contribute to its 
fleet as part of the deal.

Driverless rival Waymo, Alphabet’s 
autonomous vehicle unit, recently an-
nounced plans to launch its own self-driv-
ing ride hailing service open to consumers 
soon, which might be part of the impetus 
behind Uber accelerating its own plans. 
Still, no timeline has been given from 
either company for when everyday users 
might be able to access the services in a 
non-testing capacity.

An Uber spokesperson confirmed the 
24,000 number offers a general frame-
work, but does not represent the actual 
confirmed number of cars that will be 
purchased.

(Source: Bloomberg)

As the PC market has lost some casual 
consumers to smartphones, the hardcore 
gamer has turned into the engine that 
drives the GPU market. That was once 
again the case in the third quarter of this 
year, and that trend helped Nvidia grow its 
share of the market with a 29.53 percent 
quarter-to-quarter increase in total GPU 
shipments, according to industry-tracking 
firm Jon Peddie Research. AMD shipped 
7.63 percent more and Intel was up 5.01 
percent during the same period.

“The Gaming PC segment, where high-
er-end GPUs are used, was once again the 
bright spot in the market in the quarter,” 
reads the Jon Peddie Research report. “The 
desktop gain is attributed to gaming and 
cryptocurrency. That helped AMD and 
Nvidia gain market share.”

Discrete GPUs, which are the high-
end video cards that gamers purchase 
when they build their systems, were in 
39.55 percent of all PCs. That is up 4.18 
percent quarter-over-quarter. But it’s not 
all about powerful consumer GPUs from 

Nvidia and AMD.
“AMD’s shipments of desktop APUs, 

increased 7.1 percent from the previous 
quarter,” Jon Peddie Research’s report 
reads. “AMD’s notebook APU shipments 
were up 2.2 percent. Desktop discrete GPUs 
increased 16.1% from last quarter, and 
notebook discrete shipments increased 
5.2%. AMD’s total PC graphics shipments 
increased 7.6% from the previous quarter.”

Intel, which doesn’t produce discrete 
GPUs, still saw the normal seasonal boost. 
Its desktop integrate graphics increase 5 
percent and its notebook graphics jumped 
5.9 percent.

But it was still Nvidia that saw the big-
gest increase.

“Nvidia’s discrete desktop GPU ship-
ments were up 34.7 percent from last quar-
ter, and the company’s discrete notebook 
GPU shipments increased 22.4 percent,” 
reads the report. “Total PC graphics ship-
ments increased 29.5 percent from last 
quarter.”

(Source: wccftech)

The Justice Department’s decision to block the AT&T-Time 
Warner merger sets up another high-profile lawsuit in which 
President Donald Trump’s prolific and opinionated tweets 
could complicate his administration’s agenda.

The DOJ announced Monday that it would seek to derail 
the $85 billion deal because the combined company could 
charge competitors hefty fees to distribute Time Warner 
content, providing an unfair advantage to AT&T-owned 
DirecTV. But questions about political meddling by the 
Trump administration have dogged the merger throughout 
the government’s review process — and those concerns could 
now factor into arguments the companies make in court 
challenging the rejection of their proposed union.

“Donald Trump’s dangerous talk about CNN cast a shadow 
over their actions,” said Craig Aaron, president of advocacy 
group Free Press, which opposes the merger. While Aaron 
called AT&T-Time Warner a “huge merger with clear con-
sumer harms,” he warned: “If there’s any evidence the White 
House interfered because it dislikes CNN’s journalism, that 
would be a disaster.”

The president’s tweets have come up in the legal arguments 
of those battling his other policies, including his adminis-
tration’s restrictions on travelers from Muslim countries, 
decision to rescind the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program and ban on openly transgender soldiers. 

(Source: politico)

Trump tweets on CNN could 
muddy AT&T-Time Warner lawsuit 

From autonomous vehicles to automated 
everything, the pace of smart city technology is 
accelerating, sparking equal parts enthusiasm 
and anxiety. Industry and government leaders 
around the world are looking for guidance 
as they attempt to navigate the unknowns 
accompanying these shifts. It turns out that 
looking inward to the middle of the U.S. may 
yield some of the greatest insights.

Here’s how some policymakers in cities across 
the U.S. have been preparing for the future.

 Collaborate across sectors
Through my platform, Digi.City, I host 

a multi-city series of discussions with law-
makers, government officials, tech leaders, 
and corporations. Across the nation, leaders 
from rural and urban areas, at statewide and 
local levels, and from the public and private 
sectors are readying themselves to lead the 
smart city revolution.

Denver is teaming with Panasonic to cre-
ate a mini smart city test ground, while San 
Diego is working with Qualcomm, GE, and 
other private sector companies to launch a 
large-scale internet of things (IoT) network 
to power the next wave of smart devices.

During a roundtable I hosted in Indianap-
olis, city deputy mayor Angela Smith Jones 
emphasized the importance of partnering 
with other local and state entities, as well as 
academic and private sectors. For example, 16 
Tech is a proposed innovation zone adjacent 
to the Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI) campus and catalyzed 
by anchor tenant The Indiana Biosciences 
Research Institute (IBRI). It is surrounded 
by two bodies of water — White River and 
Fall Creek — making it an ideal location to 
test smart water technology. Global Water 
Technologies, an industry leader in water 
efficiency, recently proposed a living labo-
ratory at 16 Tech to showcase the benefits 
of smart technology.

Dave Brodin, chief operating officer for 
Smithville Fiber — Indiana’s largest independ-
ent telecommunications broadband provider 
— agrees with this line of thinking. In 2015, 
Smithville Fiber reached an agreement with 
Jasper, Indiana (population 16,000) to build 
a high-speed gigabit network that will reach 
the entire municipality by 2018.

Brodin explained that Jasper made it easy 
to collaborate directly with city leadership 
through a request for proposal (RFP) process 
that created an open dialogue between the 
city and trusted operators. This made it pos-
sible to create a plan tailored to the specific 
communities involved. Brodin noted that 
other cities have erected what he views as 
unnecessary roadblocks, such as charging 
permitting fees that could amount to thou-
sands of dollars per connection. “In that case, 

we have had to walk away,” he said.
 Eliminate regulatory roadblocks

The cities that will be able to leverage 
smart technology to its full potential already 
know what regulatory roadblocks might be 
standing in their way.

Indiana state senator Brandt Hershman 
illustrated his state’s approach to 5G — the 
next generation mobile networks that will 
power widespread IoT adoption, along with 
smart city innovation. This past legislative 
session, the state passed a measure that eases 
the path forward on small cell deployment, 
a key facet of powering these ultra-fast, hy-
per-responsive wireless networks.

Drawing comparisons to more traditional 
types of investment, Senator Hershman not-
ed, “If it were Honda and Toyota coming to 
the state, we write them a check. But when 

it comes to 5G wireless, why do we want to 
put up barriers?”

Arizona followed suit earlier this year, 
passing legislation that cleared the pathway 
to small cell and 5G deployment. This “open 
for business” regulatory climate creates an 
enticing environment for a slew of high-tech 
companies and projects. As a result, the econ-
omy is growing, consumers are benefiting, 
and investors are responding.

 Get residents onboard
There are myriad technological solutions 

already available to help cities deliver key ser-
vices more efficiently. From LED lights to traffic 
signals integrated with transportation platforms 
to sensor-laden trash cans that can measure air 
quality, cities have an amazing opportunity to 
do more without breaking the bank.

But as with any innovation, not everyone 
may understand how adding sensor technology 
can benefit them. Cities that want to be on the 
forefront of the smart city revolution should 
join forces with tech innovators, community 
advocates, and university researchers to come 
up with creative ways to help residents see how 
smart technology can benefit their community.

In Chicago, computer scientist and urban 
data expert Charlie Catlett is leading an “Array 
of Things” pilot between private sector leaders, 
including the University of Chicago, Argonne 
National Laboratory, and Lane Tech High 
School. The project teaches 150 high school 
students high-tech skills like data analysis by 
giving them access to data from 500 sensors, 
as well as teaching soft skills like problem 
solving and teamwork. Catlett said “It’s about 
empowering students to see smart city tech-
nology not as something some company does, 
[but] as an opportunity to make a difference.”

These kinds of partnerships help cities 
and their corporate partners by creating a 
single action plan that all stakeholders can 
get behind.

(Source: VentureBeat)

The smart city revolution will 
depend on local leadership

10 hot titles of IT world

Here are high rated IT titles in the world that reviewed 
by savvy tech users:

Apple formally asked to release Texas shooter’s 
iCloud data.

Texas judge also signs off on search of shooter’s iPhone 
SE, LG dumbphone.

Android Messages updated with Duo and pay-
ment support.

This update brings the Android Messages app from 
version 2.5 to version 2.7. 

Flashlight Apps Snuck Malware Into Google’s 
Play Store, Targeting Bank Accounts.

The malware, known as BankBot, was concealed inside 
various flashlight and Solitaire apps.
After downloading an infected app, the trojan would ac-
tivate and wait for users to log in to pre-selected banking 
apps, including those of Wells Fargo, Chase, CitiBank, 
and DiBa (ING).

Samsung releases Tizen 3.0 update for Gear 
S3 smartwatch

A major update is now rolling out for last year’s Gear 
S3 smartwatch, bringing the latest version of Tizen to 
this flagship watch.

Singapore airport to trial $5M digital air traffic 
tower

Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore awards S$7 million 
(US$5.16 million) contract to UK-based NATS to test a 
digital tower designed to improve air traffic management 
and operational safety.

Tencent Holdings Ltd. has surpassed Facebook 
Inc. in market value, becoming the first Chinese 

technology company to join the ranks of the world’s five 
largest corporations.
Investors piled into the Chinese social networking 
giant, extending this year’s rally to 127 percent and 
boosting its market value by some $292 billion as of 
Tuesday’s close. 

Earlier this month w KGI said that Apple is 
preparing three phones for 2018, two of them 

with an OLED screen. Latest information from KGI 
analyst Ming-Chi Kuo is that at least one of the phones 
might have an X20 modem by Qualcomm, despite the 
mountain of lawsuits between the two companies.

Pokemon GO debuts Global Catch Challenge 
where players must catch 3 billion Pokemon.

The first-ever Global Catch Challenge where players must 
catch 3 billion Pokemon in just 7 days. The challenge will 
end on November 26 and the results will be made public 
along with the rewards that every Pokemon Trainer will 
receive in case the attempt will be successful.

Galaxy S9 said to come with ‘3-stack’ dual camera 
and higher price, release set for Q1.

Apart from the new camera design on the rear, the Galaxy 
S9 is said to retain the 9:18.5 aspect ratio of the screen 
and shrunk bezels at the front that Samsung calls the 
Infinity Display design.

Qualcomm investors say Broadcom will need to 
hike its bid to at least $80 to snag the company.

Qualcomm Inc. investors want at least $10 more than 
the $70-a-share Broadcom Ltd. is offering. If history is 
any guide, they might get partway there.

Amazon is launching a 
‘Secret’ cloud service for 
the CIA

Amazon Web Services, the retailer’s market-leading cloud 
computing arm, introduced on Monday a so-called Se-
cret Region — a service designed for the CIA and other 
intelligence agencies.

The Secret Region isn’t quite as secret as the name 
implies. The “secret” in its name just means that it’s 
qualified to host software and data that are classified 
at the “secret” level, which is right below “top secret.” 
That makes Amazon Web Services more applicable to 
intelligence agencies, which regularly deal with such 
sensitive information. 

The Secret Region will be just one among many regions 
Amazon operates as part of its AWS supercomputing 
cloud.

The largest Amazon Web Services region is US-East-1, 
a facility in Northern Virginia. When US-East-1 goes 
down, all of the apps that rely on it start to struggle, 
causing outages.

Amazon has actually already offered a top-secret 
region since 2014. That service is a cloud offering 
Amazon built specifically for the US intelligence 
community as part of a $600 million deal. The new 
Secret Region is an extension of the same Amazon-CIA 
arrangement. 

(Source: businessinsider)
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Scientists claim that there will be more major 
earthquakes in 2018 compared to this year. 
According to new research, the number of 
devastating earthquakes is connected to a 
slower Earth rotation speed.  

Scientists have warned that the number 
of major earthquakes may start increasing 
next year compared to the average, triggering 
fresh warnings for people to be prepared in 
case the natural disaster strikes.

While there have been advancements 
in earthquake prediction technology, in-
cluding the discovery of fiber optic cables 
as possible detectors and gravity signals as 
possible indicators, there is still no surefire 
method of knowing when earthquakes will 
happen. With a new study predicting more 
earthquakes next year, people will have to 
rely on knowing what to do during and after 
earthquakes.

New research presented by the University 
of Colorado’s Roger Bilham and the Univer-
sity of Montana’s Rebecca Bendick at the 
annual meeting of the Geological Society 
of America claimed that there will be an 
increase in the number of major earthquakes 
starting 2018.

 As the Earth rotates
The surge in devastating earthquakes, 

according to the scientists, is connected to 
changes in the speed at which the Earth 
rotates. The team behind the study believes 
that variations on the world’s rotation speed 
could result in the release of massive amounts 

of underground energy that will trigger the 
earthquakes.

The changes to the Earth’s rotation are 
miniscule, as the effects include changing 
the lengths of days by just one millisecond. 

However, that will be enough to trigger more 
earthquakes, according to the study. There 
is no definite explanation on their connec-
tion, but the scientists believe that it has 
something to do with the behavior of the 

Earth’s core.
For the study, Bilham and Bedick stud-

ied earthquakes since 1900 that registered 
magnitudes of 7 or higher. They discovered 
that there were five periods over which there 
were more major earthquakes compared to 
other times. For those years, there were about 
25 to 30 intense earthquakes, compared 
to the average number of about 15 major 
earthquakes for the other years.

The researchers discovered that when 
the rotation of the Earth slowed down even 
slightly for periods of about five years, periods 
with a higher number of major earthquakes 
followed.

 Future earthquakes
The “Earth is offering us a five-year 

heads-up on future earthquakes,” Bilham 
noted. This is important because the Earth 
started a slowdown period more than four 
years ago, leading to the inference that next 
year will start the period when there will be 
more major earthquakes than usual.

Bilham said that there have been only 
six major earthquakes in 2017. The number 
should be expected to increase next year, 
possibly up to 20, before going further in 
the years that follow.

When the earthquakes will strike could 
not be predicted, but the scientists discov-
ered that most of the major earthquakes 
caused by the slower rotation of the Earth 
happened near the equator.

(Source: Tech Times)

The top leaves of crops absorb far more light than they can 
use, starving lower leaves of light. Scientists designed plants 
with light green leaves with hopes of allowing more light 
to penetrate the crop canopy and increase overall light use 
efficiency and yield. This strategy was tested in a recent 
modeling study that found leaves with reduced chlorophyll 
content do not actually improve canopy-level photosynthe-
sis, but instead, conserve a significant amount of nitrogen 
that the plant might be able to reinvest to improve light use 
efficiency and increase yield.

“Leaves up at the top of the canopy are really greedy--
they absorb a lot of light and don’t let much down to their 
brothers and sisters below them,” said Berkley Walker, an 
Alexander von Humboldt Postdoctoral Fellow at the Univer-
sity of Düsseldorf, who led this work supported by Realizing 
Increased Photosynthetic Efficiency (RIPE). 

 Light energy
“Leaves up at the top aren’t very efficient with that light 

energy, but the leaves at the bottom are very efficient. So, 
if you could just take some of that light that’s being hogged 
up at the top, and move it down deeper into the canopy, 
theoretically, you’d have a more efficient canopy.”

Published in Plant Physiology, researchers tested this idea 
using a computer simulation incorporating data from nearly 

70 varieties of soybeans with varying levels of chlorophyll 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture germplasm bank. 
They found that plants with 20 percent less chlorophyll 
theoretically require 9 percent less nitrogen with no penalty 
to carbon gain (biomass) and yield.

The “simulation reveals that the complex interior struc-
ture of leaves causes the light to bounce around so much 
that the light has the same probability of going up as it 
does going down,” said RIPE Deputy Director Don Ort, a 
physiologist with the USDA/ARS Photosynthesis Research 

Unit and the Robert Emerson Professor of Plant Biology and 
Crop Sciences at the Carl R. Woese Institute for Genomic 
Biology at the University of Illinois. “When we decrease 
chlorophyll, more light is lost to reflection, and we don’t 
get the full benefits of getting light deeper into the canopy 
where it can be absorbed.”

 Nitrogen savings
Next, they are exploring if these nitrogen savings could 

be used to fix other photosynthetic bottlenecks as well as 
other ways to increase light penetration into the canopy.

“It’s not case closed on light green plants, but the strat-
egy is going to be a little more nuanced than just putting 
plants out there with lower chlorophyll content,” Walker 
said. “We need to explore if light green can be combined 
with changes in leaf architecture or if we can re-engineer 
leaves to be thinner to reduce light reflectance and improve 
transmittance.”

Realizing Increased Photosynthetic Efficiency (RIPE) is 
engineering staple food crops to more efficiently turn the 
sun’s energy into food to sustainably increase worldwide 
food productivity, with support from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the Foundation for Food and Agricul-
ture Research, and the UK Department for International 
Development.                                            (Source: eurekalert.org)

Losing a baby before birth is tragic, so re-
search investigating the potential risks and 
prevention of stillbirth is incredibly important.

Now a UK study has found a link between 
increased risk of stillbirth and a common 
sleep position - adding more data to the idea 
you should try to sleep on your side during 
the last trimester of pregnancy.

A team of researchers led by obstetrician 
Alexander Heazell at Tommy’s Stillbirth Re-
search Center, University of Manchester has 
just published the largest study investigating 
maternal sleep position and stillbirth risk.

Small-scale studies in New Zealand and 
Australia have already indicated a link be-
tween sleeping on the side and decreased 
stillbirth risk. To investigate that link fur-
ther, researchers recruited a larger number 

of women than ever before.
 Late-pregnancy stillbirth

The team interviewed 1024 women from 
41 maternity hospitals across the UK - 291 of 
them had a stillbirth late in the pregnancy, 
and 733 had a live-born baby.

They tested the hypothesis that there’s a 
link between the position in which a pregnant 
woman goes to sleep and whether she ends 
up having a stillbirth late in the pregnancy.

And the data showed an association, find-
ing that going to sleep on the back instead 
of sleeping on the side was associated with 
a 2.3-fold increased risk of late stillbirth.

“This study suggests that 3.7 percent of 
stillbirths after 28 weeks of pregnancy were 
linked with going to sleep lying on the back,” 
the team writes in the paper.

“This study also shows that the link 
between going-to-sleep position and late 
stillbirth was not affected by the duration 
of pregnancy after 28 weeks, the size of the 
baby, or the mother’s weight.”

Since the study was a prospective investi-
gation and didn’t test any potential causes for 
the link, it’s not entirely clear why that might 
be the case, but the team has some ideas.

It’s possible that late in the pregnancy, 
when a woman is asleep on her back, the 
weight of the womb puts pressure on the 
blood vessels supplying the baby with oxygen. 
Sleeping on the back can also cause more 
breathing problems in general.

 Precise mechanism
Despite being unable to explain the pre-

cise mechanism, the team thinks the data 

is enough to recommend sleeping on the 
side - especially because it’s not the kind 
of thing we can ethically or practically test 
with experiments.

But the researchers are also quick to note 
they’re not trying to freak anyone out.

“What I don’t want is for women to wake 
up flat on their back and think ‘oh my good-
ness I’ve done something awful to my baby’,” 
Heazell told the BBC.

According to him, we spend the longest 
period of time in the position we fall asleep 
in, so that’s the one the team investigated, 
and it’s the one that matters most.

“(Y)ou can’t do anything about the position 
that you wake up in, but you can do something 
about the position you go to sleep,” he added.

(Source: sciencealert.com)

The past few decades have ushered in an 
amazing era in the science of cosmology. A 
diverse array of high-precision measurements 
has allowed us to reconstruct our universe’s 
history in remarkable detail.

And when we compare different measure-
ments – of the expansion rate of the universe, 
the patterns of light released in the forma-
tion of the first atoms, the distributions in 
space of galaxies and galaxy clusters and the 
abundances of various chemical species – we 
find that they all tell the same story, and all 
support the same series of events.

This line of research has, frankly, been 
more successful than I think we had any 
right to have hoped. We know more about 
the origin and history of our universe today 
than almost anyone a few decades ago would 
have guessed that we would learn in such a 
short time.

 Very considerable successes
But despite these very considerable success-

es, there remains much more to be learned. And 
in some ways, the discoveries made in recent 
decades have raised as many new questions 
as they have answered.

One of the most vexing gets at the heart of 
what our universe is actually made of. Cos-
mological observations have determined the 

average density of matter in our universe to 
very high precision. But this density turns out 
to be much greater than can be accounted for 
with ordinary atoms.

After decades of measurements and debate, 
we are now confident that the overwhelming 
majority of our universe’s matter – about 84 
percent – is not made up of atoms, or of any 
other known substance. Although we can feel 
the gravitational pull of this other matter, and 
clearly tell that it’s there, we simply do not know 
what it is. This mysterious stuff is invisible, or 
at least nearly so. For lack of a better name, we 
call it “dark matter.” But naming something is 
very different from understanding it.

 Dark matter
For almost as long as we’ve known that 

dark matter exists, physicists and astronomers 
have been devising ways to try to learn what it’s 
made of. They’ve built ultra-sensitive detectors, 

deployed in deep underground mines, in an 
effort to measure the gentle impacts of individ-
ual dark matter particles colliding with atoms.

They’ve built exotic telescopes – sensitive 
not to optical light but to less familiar gamma 
rays, cosmic rays and neutrinos – to search 
for the high-energy radiation that is thought 
to be generated through the interactions of 
dark matter particles.

And we have searched for signs of dark 
matter using incredible machines which ac-
celerate beams of particles – typically protons 
or electrons – up to the highest speeds possible, 
and then smash them into one another in an 
effort to convert their energy into matter. The 
idea is these collisions could create new and 
exotic substances, perhaps including the kinds 
of particles that make up the dark matter of 
our universe.                  

      (Source: space.com)
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Although SAIPA Car Manufacturing Com-
pany witnessed management change, a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
inked between Iran and France’s Renault 
Company is yet to be finalized, the Public 
Relations Dept. of the company reported. 

Some managers believe that finalization 
of contracts inked between the concerned 
parties depends on the decisions of the new 

management team of the company. 
Now, a question may raise here on the 

impact of management changes to the for-
eign contracts signed with SAIPA Car Mfg. 
Group and will contracts signed between 
Iran and France’s “Renault” and “Citroen” 
car manufacturing companies be finalized?

Under the contract inked, it was stipulated 
that some part of car productions within 

the framework of Joint Venture (JV) should 
be allocated to “Renault” and “Citroen” but 
nothing special has yet been happened since 
signing this contract.

For his part, Abdollah Babaei Expert 
Official in Charge in car industry pointed 
to the details of this contract and said: “Any 
change and development is a natural phe-
nomenon in industry but the contracts which 

are signed in early stages are taken into 
consideration as first priority.”

In the end, Abdollah Babaei car indus-
try expert pointed to a JV contract inked 
between IKCO and France’s Peugeot Com-
pany dubbed “IKAP” and said: “Currently, 
this contract has positive result, the issue 
of which is followed up with an acceptable 
production process.”

A Glance at Effects of SAIPA Management Change on Car Contracts 

There will be more major 
earthquakes in 2018, scientists say

The changes to the Earth’s rotation are 
miniscule, as the effects include changing 

the lengths of days by just one millisecond.

Overweight women may have 
more difficult breast tumors
New research suggests that in addition to being at higher risk of 
developing breast cancer, overweight women are more likely to 
have larger tumors at the time of diagnosis. The results could mean 
that such women should have mammograms more frequently than 
typically recommended. 

Body mass index — or BMI, which is calculated by pitting height 
against weight — is not currently a factor in breast cancer screening 
guidelines, but perhaps it should be. A study to be presented at the 
Radiological Society of North America in Chicago on November 29 
found a link between the two.

The study subjects were more than 2,000 Swedish women be-
tween the ages of 55 and 74. All were diagnosed with breast cancer 
between 2001 and 2008. For the study, the researchers defined a 
BMI of 25 or greater as obese, a guideline used in both the U.S. and 
Europe. Results revealed that both being obese and having denser 
breast tissue were linked to higher odds of having a large tumor 
at the time of diagnosis. However, only BMI was associated with 
large tumors detected within 12 months of the last mammogram.

Why obesity may cause these tumors to grow faster and larger 
in a shorter amount of time is unclear. The connection does not 
appear to be tied to breast size. “Even when we took breast size 
into account in our analysis, there was an independent, though less 
pronounced, effect of BMI [or obesity],” Dr. Fredrik Strand, study 
author and a radiologist at Karolinska University Hospital, told 
Newsweek by email. Rather, fatty tissue may be the culprit; past 
research has suggested that cancer cells grow faster in such cells. 

Breast cancer screening is controversial. Three years ago, a 
lengthy investigation by the Institute for Clinical and Economic 
Review found that mammograms could be beneficial depending 
on other relevant factors, such as a history of breast cancer in the 
immediate family, but emphasized that the evidence supporting 
routine mammograms was thin breast cancer.

(Source: Newsweek) 

Many cancer survivors are 
living with PTSD
A recent study showed approximately one-fifth of patients with cancer 
experienced post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) several months 
after diagnosis, and many of these patients continued to live with 
PTSD years later. Published early online in Cancer, a peer-reviewed 
journal of the American Cancer Society, the findings highlight the 
need for early identification, careful monitoring, and treatment of 
PTSD in cancer survivors.

Although PTSD is primarily known to develop in individuals following 
a traumatic event such as a serious accident or natural disaster, it can 
also occur in patients diagnosed with cancer. Because PTSD in cancer 
has not been explored thoroughly, Caryn Mei Hsien Chan, Ph.D., of 
the National University of Malaysia, and her colleagues studied 469 
adults with various cancer types within one month of diagnosis at a 
single oncology referral center. Patients underwent additional testing 
after six months and again after four years.

Clinical evaluations revealed a PTSD incidence of 21.7% at 6-months 
follow-up, with rates dropping to 6.1% at 4-years follow-up. Although 
overall rates of PTSD decreased with time, roughly one-third of pa-
tients initially diagnosed with PTSD were found to have persistent 
or worsening symptoms four years later.

“Many cancer patients believe they need to adopt a ‘warrior mentality’, 
and remain positive and optimistic from diagnosis through treatment 
to stand a better chance of beating their cancer. To these patients, 
seeking help for the emotional issues they face is akin to admitting 
weakness,” said Dr. Chan. “There needs to be greater awareness that 
there is nothing wrong with getting help to manage the emotional 
upheaval — particularly depression, anxiety, and PTSD — post-cancer.”

Dr. Chan also stressed that many patients live in fear that their 
cancer may come back, and they may think the cancer has returned 
with every lump or bump, pain or ache, fatigue or fever. In addition, 
survivors might skip visits to their oncologists or other physicians to 
avoid triggering memories of their past cancer experience.                                                  

(Source: MedicalXpress)

Light green plants save nitrogen without sacrificing photosynthetic efficiency

Sleep position in late pregnancy linked to more than doubled stillbirth risk

The mystery substance physics still can’t identify

Scientists solve the mystery 
of America’s scuba-diving fly
A small fly that thrives at an inhospitable California lake east of 
Yosemite National Park long has perplexed observers who watch as 
it crawls into the severely salty and alkaline water, snacks on some 
algae or lays some eggs, then emerges dry as a desert.

These quarter-inch-long (6-mm) alkali flies possess specialized 
traits that let them conquer Mono Lake, scientists found. They are 
covered in a large quantity of fine hairs coated with special waxes 
that let them encapsulate themselves in a body-hugging bubble 
that protects them from water that would doom an ordinary insect.

The “flies have found a great gig -- all the food they want with few 
predators. They just had to solve this one tricky problem,” said Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology biologist Michael Dickinson, co-author 
of the study in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

All insects are hairy and water repellant to some degree. These 
alkali flies, whose scientific name is Ephydra hians, have magnified 
both traits to overcome the extreme conditions of Mono Lake, con-
sidered among the “wettest” water on Earth with a slippery, nearly 
oily feel. The water tends to attach to any surface due to exorbitant 
amounts of sodium carbonate, a chemical used in laundry detergent.

The “study provides a clear example of evolution in action,” added 
co-author Floris van Breugel, a former Caltech postdoctoral scholar 
now at the University of Washington.

American author Mark Twain was among those who remarked 
about these flies at the 12-mile-wide (19-km) Mono Lake, which is 
three times saltier than the Pacific Ocean. They also live at Oregon’s 
Lake Abert and Utah’s Great Salt Lake, also salty and alkaline.

The flies use sharp foot claws to crawl into the water from rocky 
outcroppings. Their hairy bodies trap a layer of air that envelops 
them in a protective bubble, except for the eyes to permit good 
underwater vision.                                                                     (Source: Reuters)



Every action has a 
reaction. We have 
one planet; one 
chance.
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In a nutshell ‘Akhlat’ are liquid humors which are formed 
in the liver and gastrointestinal system subsequent to the 
digestion. The four humors including blood, yellow bile, 
black bile, and phlegm, will provide the cells and the body 
organs with necessary nutrients.

The liver is the body’s ‘kitchen’. The food will be processed 
partially in the stomach, sent to the liver and fully digested 
there and constitute the four aforesaid humors. 

Therefore, the healthier the humors (Akhlat) are the health-
ier the body. So, selecting healthy food stuff in accordance 
with the main Mizaj (temperament) to aid digestion is the 
point to keep healthy. 

In the Iranian traditional medicine ‘abstaining’ is the 
best path to effective treatment. According to a saying by 

Imam Reza, the eighth Shia Imam, once you are aware of 
the detrimental effects of a food item you should abstain 
from it and it is wise “not to choose your desire over your 
body’s comfort”. 

Each body tissue will feed from some of the four humors 
more than the other ones. For instance, hard and rigid body 
organs such as bones, tendons, nails, and hair will mainly 
feed on black bile. So low quality or small quantity of black 
bile produced in the liver will negatively affect these organs. 

The softening of the bones (osteomalacia), brittle nails, 
dull and dry hair with split ends that lacks elasticity, and 
joint dislocation (also called luxation) are the symptoms of 
poor quality black bile. 

The soft tissues such as the central nervous system (CNS) 
including the brain and the spinal cord, fat, and synovial 
membranes normally rely for nourishment on phlegm. So, 
if phlegm goes bad it will undermine the nervous system 
function, gastrointestinal activity, the skin health, and the 
joints’ health. Accordingly one might suffer sleep deprivation 
or oversleeping, memory loss, runny nose and watery eyes, 
joint swelling, etc. 

Many body organs, particularly heart, muscles, and liver, 
live on the humor ‘blood’ as it is the main and vital humor 
by constituting to the rehabilitation, growth and survival 
of the organs. 

Some body parts also exist on yellow bile. Yellow bile 
facilitates the transfer of blood and nutrients from capillaries 
to the remote body organs. 

The most abundant and the main humor in the body 
is blood. Phlegm is the next important humor in terms of 
significance and abundance. Black bile and yellow bile are 
not as abundant as the former ones. 

So one can conclude that healthy food items that consti-
tute to the main food we consume must consist of nutrients 
which lead to the formation of more blood and phlegm and 
less black bile and yellow bile in the liver.

In fact we need all four humors at normal levels so we 
need to eat variety of food and drinks which result in balance 
production of the humors (with regards to both quality and 
quantity) in the body. 

In the next article the properties of each humor will be 
discussed in details. 

Perfect health originates from balanced humors 

1      The statement further explained that “We must 
put more efforts into identifying feasible paths and pro-
cesses that can help us address climate change in a fair 
and cooperative manner based on two fundamental 
principles. First, because of their historical responsi-
bility for global warming, the developed countries must 
take the lead in mitigation and in providing finance and 
technology to developing countries without shifting the 
burden onto these countries. Second, benefiting from 
the finance and technology provided by the developed 
counterparts, the developing countries should take re-
sponsible climate actions, but not at the expense of 
their economic and social development.”

Moreover Iran’s Head of delegation stated that “these 
key principles are in the provisions of the UNFCCC and 
the Kyoto Protocol and the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
defended them strongly throughout the negotiations 
that led to the Paris Agreement. We strongly believe 
that unless these principles are fully respected, we just 
add more targets to our already ambitious agendas 
of sustainable development, eradication of poverty, 
proliferation of health and education, etc. without de-
veloping the mechanisms that enable us to solve our 
shared problems through fair cooperation.”

“Movement to a low-carbon economy is one of the 
environmental mandates of our Supreme Leader [Aya-

tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei]. In this movement, as an 
intermediary step, we have already replaced liquid fuels 
with natural gas and we plan to further increase the 
share of this resource as well as nuclear and renewable 
energies in our energy mix, in line with our economic 
diversification goals,” the statement read.

“Iran’s energy transition provides a very competitive 
market for those interested in increasing energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy development. Iran’s INDC 
is very candid and offers attractive financial incentives 
for foreign investors to join in partnership.”

Madani further regretted that “four decades of interna-

tional and extraterritorial sanctions have had a multiplier 
effect on the adverse impacts of climate change on Iran, 
resulting in environmental degradation. The imposition 
of unilateral coercive economic measures contrary to 
the international law by some developed countries as 
well as the politicization of GEF [Global Environment 
Facility] and GCF [Green Climate Fund] decrease the 
countries’ ability to cope with the adverse impacts of 
climate change and violate the rights of many people.

“In transforming Iran’s INDC [Intended Nationally 
Determined Contributions] into her first NDC [Nationally 
Determined Contributions], particularly building on the 
nuclear deal (JCPOA) and elevated engagement of Euro-
pean and Asian partners, Iran’s future plan shall stand 
ambitious in harmony with the global move and heavily rely 
on the full implementation of the JCPOA and unhindered 
financial and technological transactions and transfers. 
The Islamic Republic of Iran honors its commitments 
and promises that are fair, balanced and constructive, and 
help us keep the delicate balance of national development 
and greenhouse gas emissions reduction,” Madani noted.

“Progress in COP negotiations gives us hope. But 
we all need to work together to preserve our shared 
planet. Indeed, we have an obligation to contribute 
our fair share to this moral imperative,” the statement 
concluded. 

Iran proposes inclusion of water-related issues in COP 24  

“-acy, -acies”

 Meaning: used to form nouns that show condition 
or state

 For example: Her argument, as she originally stated 
it, contained a fallacy.

Drown out
 Meaning: if a loud noise drowns out another sound, 

it prevents it from being heard
 For example: A train blew its whistle and drowned 

his voice.

Bill of health 
 Explanation: if a person has a clean bill of health, 

they have a report or certificate declaring that their health 
is satisfactory.

 For example: All candidates for the position must 
produce a clean bill of health.

PREFIX/SUFFIX PHRASAL VERB ENGLISH IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Salamander habitats monitoring 
schemes get underway 
Iran has recently started implementing schemes with the aim of monitoring 
salamander habitats nationwide, IRNA news agency reported on Saturday. 
“Thankfully the habitat monitoring schemes are being carried out 
successfully in provinces of Golestan, Mazandaran, Khuzestan, Lorestan, 
Kurdistan, Kermanshah and Azarbaijan,” the director general for office 
for aquatic wildlife of the Department of Environment said.

اجرای نخستین برنامه پایش زیستگاه های سمندرهای 
درمعرض تهدید

ــمندرهای در  ــرداری س ــا و آمارب ــتگاه ه ــش زیس ــع پای ــه جام ــتین برنام ــا نخس ــزاری ایرن ــزارش خبرگ ــه گ ب
ــد. ــرا ش ــی حفاظــت از ســمندرها اج ــه مل ــتای برنام ــران در راس ــد ای ــرض تهدی مع

مدیــر کل دفتــر حیــات وحــش و آبزیــان آبهــای داخلــی از اجــرای موفــق برنامــه پایــش و آمــار بــرداری ســمندر 
غــارزی گرگانــی، ســمندر جویبــاری ایــران، ســمندر لرســتانی، ســمندر کردســتانی، آتشــین و ســمندر آذربایجان در 

اســتان هــای گلســتان، مازنــدران، خوزســتان، لرســتان، کردســتان، کرمانشــاه و آذربایجــان خبــر داد. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Iran finishes 3rd at Intl. 
Olympiad on Astronomy and 
Astrophysics

TEHRAN — Iranian students won the third 
place at the 11th International Olympiad on 

Astronomy and Astrophysics (IOAA) held in, Phuket, Thailand, 
on November 12 to 21.

By winning one gold, three silver and one bronze medals, Iran 
came in third place after Thailand and the U.S. among the 45 
countries participating in the event, ISNA reported. 

IOAA is an annual event for highly performed high school 
students from all around the world. Established in Thailand in 
2006, it was initiated by five countries namely Thailand, Indonesia, 
Iran, China and Poland with the aim of proliferating astronomy 
among high school students and fostering friendship among young 
astronomers at international level so as to build cooperation in 
the field of astronomy in the future among the young scholars. 

The third IOAA in 2009 had also been held in Iran. 

Ebtekar, EU rep discuss 
women’s rights

TEHRAN — The Iranian vice president for 
women and family affairs and the European 

Union’s special representative for human rights held a meeting 
in Tehran.

In a recent tweet shared late Monday VP Masoumeh Ebtekar 
wrote about her visit with Stavros Lambrinidis in Tehran, however, 
she hasn’t mentioned the exact date of the session. 

“We discussed maintaining dialogue on women’s rights and 
exchange of experiences,” Ebtekar tweeted in English. 

In another tweet in Persian, Ebtekar noted that they had talks 
on “initiating multilateral dialogue” and “exchange of successful 
social experiences”.

I need an assistant! 
A: ...like I told you before, we just don’t have the resources to 
hire you an assistant.
B: I understand that, but the fact is we’re understaffed.
A: The timing is just not right. The economy is bad, and it’s 
too risky to take on new staff.
B: Yeah, I guess you’re right.... here’s an idea, what if we hire an 
intern? She would take some of the weight off my shoulders.
A: She?
B: Yeah, you know, a recent graduate. She could give me a hand 
with some of these projects and we could keep our costs down.
A: That sounds reasonable... let me see what I can do.
A: Tony, I’d like to introduce you to your new assistant.
B: OK, great! Let’s meet her!
C: Hi, I’m Adam.
B: Oh... hi... I’m Tony...

 Key vocabulary
resources: money
assistant: someone whose job is just below the level of manager, etc.
understaffed: not enough people to do the job
the timing is just not right: it is not a good time now
take on: to start to employ someone; hire
intern: someone, especially a student, who works for a short 
time in a particular job in order to gain experience
weight off my shoulders: remove pressure or stress
recent graduate: someone who has completed a university 
degree, especially a first degree just recently 
give me a hand: help 
that sounds reasonable: is OK

 Supplementary vocabulary
recruit: hire
overworked: working too much
short staffed: not enough people to do the job
cut costs: reduce spending
overstaffed: having too many employees

(Source: irlanguage.com) 
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TEHRAN — The 
southwestern city of 

Ahwaz, Khuzestan province, is once 
again wreathed in a haze of smoke, ISNA 
reported on Tuesday. 

Data analyses in the area have shown 
high fine dust concentration climbing to 
66 times above the recommended lim-
its, Khuzestan provincial department 
of environment said. 

While the normal level of pollution 
should not exceed 150 micrograms per 
cubic meter it increased to 9,991 micro-
grams per cubic meter at 2 p.m. local 
time in Ahwaz.

Following the suffocating air pollution 
offices and schools were shut down in 
the city. 

Khuzestan Meteorological Organiza-
tion has announced that the pollution is 
originating from hotspots located inside 
the country, Mehr news agency reported. 

Recurrent periods of suffocating dust 
storms, lately accompanied by crippling 
power and water supply cuts, provoked 
public protests in the city of Ahwaz in 
February.

Sand and dust storms mostly originat-
ed from hotspots in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Afghanistan, and Central Asia are ad-
versely affecting Iranian cities in western 
and southwestern areas and causing great 

discomfort for the poor dwellers.
Many ponds which were once located in 

the arid and desert regions stretching from 
the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea 
to Iran have gone dry over the years. This 
ongoing desertification process has greatly 
increased the number of dust storms in the 
region and every year heavy dust storms 
envelope more than half of the country.

Outdoor air pollution is a major en-
vironmental health problem affecting 
everyone in developed and developing 
countries alike.

WHO estimates that in 2012, some 
72% of outdoor air pollution-related 
premature deaths were due to ischemic 
heart disease and strokes, while 14% of 
deaths were due to chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease or acute lower res-
piratory infections, and 14% of deaths 
were due to lung cancer.

PM affects more people than any other 
pollutant. The major components of PM 
are sulfate, nitrates, ammonia, sodium 
chloride, black carbon, mineral dust and 
water. It consists of a complex mixture of 
solid and liquid particles of organic and 
inorganic substances suspended in the 
air. The most health-damaging particles 
are those with a diameter of 10 microns 
or less, (PM10), which can penetrate and 
lodge deep inside the lungs.
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Choking smoke envelopes Ahwaz; 
pollution far beyond hazardous 

By Seyed Mahdi Mirghazanfari, MD, PhD
A RT I C L E

File photo revealing the high level of pollution in the city of Ahwaz in February 2017. 

Kaveh Madani
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Qatar has harshly criticized the House of 
Saud regime for its domestic repression 
and subversive foreign policy, declaring 
that Riyadh is most recently interfering in 
the domestic affairs of Lebanon.

Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulrahman Al Thani made the 
remarks in Washington.

“It seems these powers are willing to use 
unbridled means of intimidation,” Al Thani 
said, referring to the Saudi regime and a 

group of its vassal states that have launched 
a diplomatic and economic war on Qatar.

He said the Saudi regime-led countries 
were “silencing dissenters, creating humani-
tarian crises, shutting down communications, 
manipulating financial markets, bullying 
smaller nations, blackmailing, fracturing 
governments, terrorizing citizens, strong 
arming the leaders of other nations and 
spreading propaganda.”

The four countries cut their diplomat-

ic ties with Qatar on June 5, accusing it of 
sponsoring “terrorism.”

Qatar, however, has denied the accusation, 
and observers say the Saudi regime-led plot 
against Qatar has been largely because Doha 
has attempted to chart a more independent 
path in its foreign policy.

Sheikh Mohammed said the House of 
Saud regime was meddling in Lebanon’s 
internal affairs.

Earlier, on November 4, Saad Hariri 

resigned as Lebanon’s prime minister in 
Saudi Arabia and in footage broadcast by 
Saudi regime-owned television. The move 
has largely been seen as having been made 
under Saudi regime pressure.

The circumstances of Hariri’s resigna-
tion, Sheikh Mohammed said, suggested 
“an intervention into the internal affairs of 
Lebanon” and an effort to tip the balance of 
power in the region.

(Source: Press TV)

A pro-Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL/Daesh) terrorist outfit media group 
has threatened Christians and published a 
menacing poster depicting a masked terrorist 
with a “beheaded” Pope Francis. Last week, 
ISIL supporters allegedly vowed to launch 
a Christmas terrorist attack on the Vatican.

The poster was revealed by the SITE Intel-
ligence Group, a Maryland-based company 
that tracks the online activity of extremists. 
The image released by an unidentified pro-
ISIL media group shows a masked figure, 
apparently a terrorist, standing with a knife 
in front of damaged buildings, mostly sky-
scrapers. 

The extremist is seen standing over the 
body of a prisoner in orange jumpsuit, with 
an image of the Pope’s head superimposed 
on it.

“It’s not surprising to see threats like 
this against Pope Francis and Christianity, 
especially during the holiday season. ISIL 
and its supporters know how to play the 
media game, and often time the releases of 
their threats to get the highest amount of 
attention as possible,” SITE Intelligence 
Group Director Rita Katz told Newsweek 
on Monday. 

Earlier in November, a pro-ISIL group 
known as Wafa Media Foundation allegedly 

vowed to launch a Christmas terrorist attack 
on the Vatican. 

Another pro-ISIL group on Telegram 
recently released a poster showing a 
Santa Claus hat and beard, threatening 
lone-wolf attacks during Christmas and 
New Year.  

In 2016, Anis Amri, an ISIL supporter, 
rammed his truck into the Christmas market 
in Berlin, leaving 12 people dead and dozens 
injured. The perpetrator, who turned out to 
be a rejected asylum seeker from Tunisia, 
was killed days later in a shootout with police 
near Milan, Italy.

(Source: RT)

Russian President Vladimir Putin has con-
gratulated Syrian counterpart Bashar al-Assad 
on the latest victories achieved by the Syrian 
army against terrorists on the battlefield.

The meeting between the two presidents 
took place on Monday in the Black Sea resort 
city of Sochi, which is to host a trilateral 
summit on the Syria crisis. The event will 
also be attended by Iranian President Has-
san Rouhani and Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, on Wednesday.

“Syria is striving in the fight against terror-
ist groups,” Putin said in comments released 
by the Kremlin early on Tuesday, adding, 
“the Syrian people are going through very 
difficult trials and are gradually approaching 
the final, unavoidable rout of terrorists.”

Putin also expressed hope that the fight 
against terrorism in Syria will conclude 
in “the near future” and stressed that there 
is still “a long way to… achieve a complete 
victory” there.

“But as far as our joint work in fighting 
terrorism on the territory of Syria is concerned, 
this military operation is indeed wrapping 
up,” the Russian leader added.

Russian fighter jets have been conducting 
air raids against the Islamic State in Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) and other terrorist 
groups inside Syria at Damascus request 
since September 2015.

The airstrikes have helped Syrian forces 
advance against anti-Damascus militants, 

who have been wreaking havoc in the country 
since 2011.

“I think that now the most important 
thing, of course, is to move on the political 
questions, and I note with satisfaction your 
readiness to work with all those who want 
peace and a solution (to the conflict),” Putin 
told Assad.

Assad, for his part, hailed Russia’s “very 
successful” aerial campaign in Syria.

“On behalf of the entire Syrian people, 
I express my gratitude for what you have 
done,” Assad told the Russian leader. “We 
will not forget it.”

The Syrian president underlined the 
need for a political settlement of the crisis 
in his country.

“At this stage, especially after we achieved 
victory over terrorists, it is in our interests 
to move forward with the political process,” 

Assad said.
He further emphasized that Damascus 

relies on Moscow’s support to ensure non-in-
terference in Syria’s affairs.

“We count on the support of Russia to 
ensure the non-interference of outside play-
ers in the political process,” he pointed out.

Putin and Assad last met in Moscow on 
October 20, 2015, less than a month after 
Moscow launched its military operation in 
Syria.

 Assad’s visit part of Syria peace 
process

Meantime, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said on Tuesday that Assad’s visit to 
Russia was meant to ensure that he agrees to 
possible peace initiatives with Russia, Iran 
and Turkey.

Peskov also noted that Putin had spo-
ken with the Iranian and Turkish leaders 
to “assure them that Russia will work with 
Syrian leadership to prepare the groundwork 
for possible understandings” that could be 
reached during the trilateral Sochi meeting.

Asked whether Putin and Assad had dis-
cussed the Syrian president’s fate, Peskov 
said “possible options for political settlement 
have been discussed,” reiterating, however, 
that Assad’s future could be decided by the 
Syrian nation.

“Only the Syrian people can see Assad’s 
future role,” he added.

(Source: agencies)

U.S. power is declining: 
Nicholas Onuf
 1  Exiting from multilateral institutions merely confirms, 
and perhaps accelerates, this long-term trend. 

 Some say the regimes created after Second World War 
helped a lot to the U.S. hegemonic power and the creation of 
the U.S. favored orders, but now these regimes doesn’t serve the 
U.S. interest anymore, so the Trump’s measures to walk away 
from these regimes are very wise to weaken the regimes and exit. 
What do you think of this?

A: As any liberal would insist, U.S. hegemony was hugely 
beneficial to the U.S.—and everyone else. And it remains so, as 
along as the world capitalist economy remains healthy.  In my 
view, a strong world economy based on liberal premises and 
abundant capital is not to be taken for granted. Long term trends, 
such as declining productivity, infrastructural decay, the cost of 
dealing with environmental degradation and global warming, 
and the concentration of wealth, suggest that world economy is 
headed for a steep and perhaps catastrophic downturn. In this 
case global institutional arrangements, and the liberal ideology 
supporting them, will cease to work for anyone’s benefit. 

Five Points on Western 
Missile Policy toward Iran

 1  Even some sources of news and analysis believe that the 
president of the United States has made promises to Macron in 
exchange for the role this country is taking in this issue. One of 
these promises is the revision of the Paris climate agreement. Of 
course, the French authorities have consistently emphasized that 
the Paris climate agreement is not linked to other issues in its 
foreign policy. But Washington and Paris don’t look separately 
at controversial subjects in their foreign policy!

- During the years of 2012 and 2014, and in the course of nuclear 
talks between Iran and members of the P1 + 5, the former U.S. 
Secretary of State, John Kerry, called for the inclusion of Iran’s 
missile capability in the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA). It has even reached a point that the Muscat Talks broke 
out in 2014 because of the insistence of the American side on this 
issue. Richard Nephew, a member of the U.S. nuclear negotiating 
team who is also considered the architect of sanctions on Iran, 
has recently emphasized that Washington had to retreat from 
its positions in that period, since the negotiations would have 
failed otherwise (if the U.S. insisted on the inclusion of Iran’s 
missile power in the JCPOA) . However, he has suggested that at 
this time, issues such as power, range and extend, and even the 
number of Iran’s missiles can be negotiated! Hence, there is little 
theoretical difference between Democrats and Republicans in the 
United States on missile confrontation with Iran. About a month 
ago, the House of Representatives passed a resolution entitled 
“Iran Ballistic Missiles and International Sanctions Enforcement 
Act”. A remarkable point in this regard was the absolute support 
of the Democratic congresses with the Republicans, so that even 
one Democrat member of the House of Representatives did not 
oppose the issue.

-Unlike what it seems, the equation of “West’s confrontation 
with Iran’s missile power” is not very difficult. The United States 
and the European Troika are cooperating to deal with Iran’s 
defensive and missile capabilities. Washington and Paris are two 
main actors on the other side of the equation, while London and 
Berlin have already shown the green light to the White House and 
the Elysee Palace. Thus, there is a consensus between Washing-
ton and the European Troika in the intrinsic aspect of the issue.

 However, in terms of appearance and form, there is only 
one difference between the United States and its allies: Trump 
believes that Iran’s missile power should be pursued in the con-
text of the nuclear agreement document. This is while European 
Troika and Democrats believe that the issue of Iran’s missile 
power should be concluded as a separate issue and in the form 
of a secondary agreement.

 The British Foreign Secretary, Boris Johnson, and German 
Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel have also told the Amer-
ican officials that attempts to change the JCPOA through 
an addendum (which includes Iran’s missile power) are 
pointless, but it can be in the form of a second agreement 
(The JCPOA II ). Even people like Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson agree with the idea, however, senators like Tom 
Cotton and politicians like Nikki Haley are still opposed 
to this so-called solution.

- The U.S. and European Troika’s formal controversy over how 
to limit Iran’s missile power is not of importance to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The main thing is that there is a consensus on 
the overall issue between Washington and its European partners. 
In other words, the “apparent and formal aspect” of the issue 
should not distract our diplomacy and foreign policy apparatus 
from the “intrinsic and real” aspect of the west program towards 
our missile capability.

 What is certain is that the only possible way to neutralize 
any action by the United States and its European allies against 
Iran’s missile power is to abstain from any negotiation with them. 
On the other hand, the strengthening of our country’s defense 
capabilities should be given priority. Also, the European Troika 
should be subjected to serious criticism from the foreign policy 
apparatus of our country for playing on the land of the United 
States. Undoubtedly, through decisive and clever dealing with 
this issue, the cooperation between the White House and the 
Elysee Palace, and two European countries of Germany and 
France against our country’s defense and missile capabilities 
will be fertile.

Putin congratulates Assad on 
Syrian army achievements 

A bombing attack has killed at least 50 people at a mosque 
in northeastern Nigeria, police say.

Police said a teenage assailant detonated his explosives 
early on Tuesday as people were arriving for morning prayers 
at the mosque in the town of Mubi in Nigeria’s Adamawa State.

“So far, we have at least 50 dead from an attack at a 
mosque in Mubi,” state police spokesman Othman Abubakar 
said on Tuesday.

He added that Takfiri Boko Haram terrorists were re-
sponsible for the attack.

The Tuesday attack saw the highest loss of life since 
September, when 18 people were killed in a bombing attack 
in the nearby Borno State.

Abubakar said officials were “still trying to ascertain the 
number of injured because they are in various hospitals.”

More than 20,000 people have been killed since Boko 
Haram started its deadly campaign in northeast Nigeria in 

2009. The violence has claimed many lives in neighboring 
countries of Chad, Niger, and Cameroon as well.

A large-scale government offensive has pushed the mili-
tants from key areas they used to control, although sporadic 
attacks have continued over the past months.

Boko Haram has waged an insurgency in northeastern 
Nigeria since 2009 in its attempt to create an Islamic state 
in the region. 

The group split in 2016 and the faction under Shekau is 
based in the Sambisa forest on the border with Cameroon 
and Chad and mainly targets civilians with suicide bombers.

The other faction is based in the Lake Chad region and 
led by Abu Musab al-Barnawi. It mainly attacks military 
forces after quietly building up its strength over the past year.

Most attacks focus on Borno state, the birthplace of the 
insurgency. The group held land around the size of Belgium 
in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states until early 2015 but 

was forced out by Nigeria’s army and troops from neigh-
boring countries.

(Source: AP)

A new ground-breaking report by Amnesty International 
has described the situation of the Rohingya living in Rakhine 
State as one of “apartheid”.

The report, titled “Caged without a roof: Apartheid in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine State”, capped two years of extensive 
and investigative research into the legal status and condi-
tions of the Rohingya minority.

“They live under a system of repression that is upheld 
through the intricate web of laws, policies and practices, 
imposed by state officials at all levels - township, district, 
state and nation-wide,” said Laura Heigh, Amnesty Inter-
national’s Myanmar researcher.

Olof Blomqvist, a spokesperson for Amnesty International, 
told Al Jazeera that the report puts into context what has 
been happening to the Rohingya in the last few months.

“We’ve documented horrific violations and stories by 
the Myanmar military over the last couple of months,” he 
said, “but what is not widely known is that this did not 
happen in a vacuum.”

  Systematic oppression
The discriminatory policies, the report says, are insti-

tutionalized by a “regime of systematic oppression and 
domination of a racial group” which goes back to 1982, 
when authorities denied the Rohingya citizenship and the 
rights associated with it.

Myanmar government has excluded Rohingya from the 
list of 135 recognized ethnic groups.

One of the main apartheid practices is the severe restric-

tions on freedom of movement.
Across the Rakhine State, the Rohingya are under lock-

down in their homes every night, and face the risk of arrest 
and require special travel permits to move from one town-
ship to another.

The report also details the systematic social and political 
exclusion of the Muslim communities. In the north of the 
state, gatherings of more than four people in one place are 
prohibited, which hinders the Rohingya’s right to worship 
and to politically advocate for their rights.

Healthcare access is also curtailed, and the main hos-
pital in the capital Sittwe has segregated wards for the 
Rohingya.

“Dismantling this system of apartheid is essential to 

ensure the dignified return of the hundreds of thousands 
of Rohingya who have fled death, destruction and poverty 
in Myanmar, but is equally pressing for the hundreds of 
thousands who continue to live in in Rakhine State and 
who remain subject to this appalling regime,” Amnesty 
International said.

The report urged the Myanmar authorities to “urgently 
adopt a comprehensive action plan on combating discrim-
ination and segregation”. It also called for government ini-
tiatives to dismantle the system of apartheid and to ensure 
the respect of human rights.

  Aung San Suu Kyi under fire
Since August, Myanmar’s military has driven out about 

600,000 Rohingya from Rakhine State into neighboring 
Bangladesh. The military says it launched a crackdown 
on Rohingya after an army base came under attack.

Myanmar’s de facto leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, has been 
criticized for her silence on the atrocities against Rohingya.

Rohingya activists have accused her of “denying their 
existence” as she has failed to criticize military’s campaign 
that the United Nations rights chief has called “text-book 
case of ethnic cleansing”.

“Aung San Suu Kyi today demonstrated that she and her 
government are still burying their heads in the sand over 
the horrors unfolding in Rakhine State,” the Amnesty said.

About one million Rohingya have fled Myanmar since 
the first brutal military action in 1977.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Bomb blast takes toll at Nigeria mosque

Amnesty: Rohingya in Rakhine State live under apartheid

Qatar slams Saudi regime for repression at home, subversion abroad

Pro-ISIL propaganda poster depicts ‘beheaded’ Pope Francis
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The clock is ticking in Barcelona. There is 
little over a month to go before Lionel Mes-
si—whose contract with Barca is running 
down—is free to negotiate with other clubs 
for a transfer. Barca announced in July that 
Messi’s contract renewal has been agreed, 
per Diario Sport (in Spanish), a position en-
dorsed by the head coach Ernesto Valverde 
at a press conference on Friday.

However, none of Messi, his father Jorge 
Messi—who acts as his manager—or a mem-
ber of the player’s legal team has made a 
statement confirming the deal.

In the absence of an official announcement 
from the Argentina international’s camp, 
anxiety has been hanging over the Camp Nou. 
When pressed on Messi’s predicament last 
week, Ronaldinho fueled the speculation, 
telling Goal: “If it takes his heart to go to 
another club—even though I am an ambas-
sador for Barcelona—I would support him.”

On Saturday, Joan Manuel Serrat, Catalo-
nia’s most famous living singer-songwriter, 
was less philosophical when writing a long 
opinion piece on the impasse in El Pais (in 
Spanish).

Serrat was “worried” and “confused” by 
the delay in nailing down Messi, and he hit 
on one particular sore point in the saga that 
is giving Barca fans the jitters: “The Neymar 
thing was also fixed. Remember?”

The reference dredged up painful memories 
of the moment when Barcelona vice-president 
of football Jorde Mestre claimed he was “200 
percent” sure Neymar was staying with the 
club, a couple of weeks before the Brazilian 
was unveiled as a Paris Saint-Germain player.

If Messi has agreed a new contract with 
Barcelona, normal practice would be that he 
poses for a publicity photo with club president 
Josep Maria Bartomeu.

“There is something which is not right,” 
said Ramiro Martin, a Messi biographer, who 
works as a reporter in Barcelona.

“It is assumed the agreement is in place, but 
the [absence of a] photo—which is symbolic 
but it has a very high value—is important 
because it symbolizes he is not staying. And 
this is troubling.

“It’s surprising that Barca has permitted 
this situation to drag on—that the club hasn’t 
the ability to make Messi happy and take this 
long-awaited photo.”

Despite his endless excellence on the pitch, 
having scored 12 goals in 12 league games 
to help Barcelona race into an early-season 
lead at the top of the table, Messi has been 
unsettled off it.

“The people who know the reality from 
within know that Messi has not a very good 
relationship with the president and his board 

for a number of reasons,” said Victor Font, a 
potential presidential candidate at Barcelona 
in the near future.

“The most remarkable one is the whole 
treatment that he had vis-a-vis Neymar. The 
former president Sandro Rosell, in theory, 
bought Neymar to potentially replace Messi 
at some point and to become the key fran-
chise player. The Neymar agreement was not 
very transparent in part because of this—it 
could not be seen that Neymar was making 
as much money or maybe even more than 
Messi. That created already some problems.

“The one that made the whole situation 
very complex was when the club didn’t stand 
behind Messi when he had all the fiscal prob-
lems with the Spanish tax authorities. He was 

expecting the club to defend him much more. 
That’s why in the summer of 2016 he was 
very close to signing for Manchester City, but 
luckily for us, that decision was reversed.”

Font also cites Messi’s disillusionment 
with the club’s recent bungling in the transfer 
market, which the player worries will hamper 
the club’s ability to win more titles.

“Messi is interested to know how the club 
plans to strengthen itself football-wise, to 
confirm that the club will be competitive,” 
Font added. “Messi wants to win. He wants 
good players on his side. It’s no coincidence 
that there is so much talk now about (Philippe) 
Coutinho, Antoine Griezmann and so on, as 
possibilities and imminent signings.”

(Source: Bleacher Report)

Why hasn’t Lionel Messi signed a new 
contract at Barcelona?

A government witness in the U.S. corruption 
trial related to soccer’s world-governing 
body FIFA testified on Monday about 
millions of dollars paid to former soccer 
officials in exchange for broadcasting and 
sponsorship rights for international tour-
naments, all logged in a secret spreadsheet.

The witness, Santiago Pena, said he was 
a financial manager at the Argentina-head-
quartered sports marketing firm Full Play 
from 2009 to 2015 and kept an Excel file 
which he presented in court. It detailed 
payments made to what he said were eight 
soccer officials from the South American 
soccer governing body CONMEBOL

Each of the officials was given a code 
name in the spreadsheet of different car 
brands, Pena testified in Brooklyn federal 
court.

“Honda” was Juan Angel Napout, former 
president of Paraguay’s soccer federation, 
and “Fiat” was Manuel Burga, former pres-
ident of Peru’s soccer federation, Pena said. 
The two men are among the defendants 
in the trial, along with Jose Maria Marin, 
former president of Brazil’s soccer feder-
ation. All three have pleaded not guilty.

Pena said the payments were kept off 
the books of the company and were paid 
out over time, to “get influence and get 

loyalty from the presidents.”
The payments included cash, wire 

transfers and, in the case of Napout, Paul 
McCartney tickets and a rental house in 
Uruguay worth tens of thousands of dol-
lars, Pena said.

They also included a commitment of 
$750,000 to former president of the Ven-
ezuelan soccer federation Rafael Esquivel, 
code-named “Benz,” for “Q2022.” Pena said 
that stood for the 2022 World Cup tourna-
ment in Qatar, but that he did not know the 
purpose of those payments. Esquivel has 
pleaded guilty to U.S. corruption charges.

He said he was instructed about the 
amounts and details of the payments by his 
bosses - the owners of Full Play, Argentine 
nationals Hugo Jinkis and his son Mariano. 
The two are among the 42 people and entities 
charged by the United States in the probe. 
In the afternoon, under cross-examination 
by Napout’s lawyer, Silvia Pinera, Pena 
said he had no direct knowledge of any 
payments to Napout and never spoke to 
him directly about bribe payments.

Pinera’s cross-examination is expect-
ed to continue on Tuesday, followed by 
cross-examination by Burga’s and Marin’s 
lawyers.

(Source: Reuters)

A minnow of English football, Stevenage 
FC, is an unlikely candidate to be at the 
forefront of financial innovation in the game.

Yet it has become the first football club 
in the world to sell bonds directly to its 
fans online via crowdfunding, according 
to the organizers of the deal.

Stevenage, in England’s fourth divi-
sion, raised 600,000 pounds in September 
via a five-year bond to rebuild a stand 
in its stadium. It is set to be followed by 
Frosinone Calcio of Italy’s Serie B second 
division which unveiled a bond worth 
up to 1.5 million euros (£1.3 million) 
on Monday.

Tifosy, the crowdfunding platform 
behind the deals, was founded by former 
Italy, Juventus and Chelsea striker Gianluca 
Vialli, along with a former Goldman Sachs 
banker and two other investors. The com-
pany’s name is a play on the Italian word 
‘tifosi’ meaning fans.

The figures at stake may be small so far 
but Vialli said he and his partners were 
aiming higher.

“We’re close to finalising something 
with a big club in Serie A and an (English) 
Premiership club as well,” he told Reu-
ters in an interview. “We’re also talking 
to many other clubs in football, rugby 

and cricket.”
He added Tifosy takes a 4-6 percent 

cut of all funds raised.
Such fundraising offers a new source of 

income to smaller sports clubs who don’t 
have the access to international capital 
markets, and can give fans another way 
of supporting teams.

But it comes with risks for investors.
The Stevenage and Frosinone bonds 

cannot be traded and their holders would 
only be repaid after senior creditors such 
as banks in the event of a default.

There are also perils associated if the 
team performs poorly on the pitch. In 
Stevenage’s case, if the club is relegated 
in the last year of the bond the repayment 
is delayed by one year.

If a club sees its revenue slump due to 
poor performance, it may not be able to 
repay bondholders.

“The risk is high for fans investing in 
their clubs ... that they will lose all their 
money or that they are not compensated 
for the risks they bear,” said Luca Enri-
ques, a law professor at Oxford University 
who has researched crowdfunding, where 
businesses raise cash directly from small 
investors online.

(Source: Guardian )

Witness in U.S. FIFA trial describes off-
books payments to soccer officials

Crowds to crowdfunding - Football ace 
targets fans’ hearts and wallets

Conte urges Chelsea to ease 
pressure with Qarabag 
triumph

Everton striker Oumar Niasse became the first Premier 
League player to be charged with “successful deception of 
a match official” on Tuesday after diving to win a penalty 
in a match against Crystal Palace on Saturday, and could 
be banned for two games.

The Senegal international threw himself to the ground 
after minimal contact from Palace defender Scott Dann, 
allowing Leighton Baines to equalize from the spot.

To rub salt into bottom club Palace’s wounds Niasse later 
scored Everton’s second equalizer as the game ended 2-2.

Players ‘conning’ match officials into awarding decisions 
in their favor has long blighted world football.

Blatant simulation is often punished immediately with 
yellow cards — notably when Chelsea’s Victor Moses was 
sent off in last year’s FA Cup final after a dive earned him 
a second booking and therefore a red card from referee 
Anthony Taylor.

However, Niasse’s potential retrospective punishment, 
the result of a new law introduced in May, opens up a new 
front in the battle to stop cheating.

“Incidents which suggest a match official has been deceived 
by an act of simulation are referred to a panel consisting of 
one ex-match official, one ex-manager and one ex-player,” 
the Football Association said in a statement.

”Each panel member will be asked to review all available 
video footage independently of one another to determine 
whether they consider it was an offence of ‘Successful De-
ception of a Match Official’.

“Only in circumstances where the panel are unanimous 
would the FA issue a charge.”

While Niasse is the first Premier League player to be 
charged under the new law, Bristol City defender Bailey 
Wright was banned for two games this month after being found 
guilty of simulation in an off-the-ball clash with Fulham’s 
Aboubakar Kamara during a Championship (second-tier) 
fixture. Aboubakar was initially shown a red card after Wright 
fell theatrically to the ground but it was later rescinded.

(Source: Mirror)

Niasse becomes first Premier League player to be charged with ‘deception’

Chelsea must seal progression to the Champions League knockout 
stages with a crucial win over Qarabag on Wednesday to help 
ease the pressure during a congested fixture schedule, manager 
Antonio Conte has said.

Premier League champions Chelsea are second in their Cham-
pions League group and need one win to seal their spot in the 
knockout stages with two group fixtures remaining.

Conte has urged his side to get the job done in Azerbaijan and 
avoid the tension of battling for progression during a busy schedule 
that sees the London outfit play 11 matches, after Wednesday’s 
fixture, before the end of the year.

“We have to play the most important game of the season from 
the start until now,” Conte told reporters.

”If we are able to win against Qarabag, we can go through 
to the next round of the Champions League and this is very 
important because this period from now until January is very 
busy, so it is very important to win the game.

“It won’t be easy because in the last two games they drew twice 
against Atletico Madrid... it is very important to be focused, to 
work and to try to win the game.”

Chelsea are nine points behind leaders Manchester City in 
third position and travel to fifth-placed Liverpool in the league 
on Saturday.

(Source: Daily Star)

A financial firm headed by British businesswoman Amanda Stave-
ley has tabled a formal takeover bid in the region of £300m for 
Newcastle United.

PCP Capital Partners has been in talks with club owner Mike 
Ashley for about a month, and a source close to the deal said an 
offer has now been made.

Newcastle are yet to comment publicly on the news, although 
a club source has disputed the value of the bid.

Ashley said on 16 October he wanted to sell after 10 years 
in charge.

He reportedly dropped the asking price to £380m in an at-
tempt to complete a sale by the end of the year.

Ashley, 53, has been a divisive figure at St James’ 
Park since taking over in 2007, with some supporters 
regularly protesting about the way the businessman has 
run the club.

He bought Newcastle for £134.4m in 2007. Their latest ac-
counts - up to 30 June 2016 and before the club’s relegation to 
the Championship - showed a profit of £900,000 and turnover 
of £126m in 2015-16.

Staveley helped broker the purchase of Manchester City by 
Sheikh Mansour bin-Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan in 2009, and 
it was reported she led Dubai International Capital’s £400m bid 
for Liverpool in 2008.

The 44-year-old watched Newcastle’s 1-1 home draw against 
Liverpool on 1 October.

The Magpies have been relegated twice from the Premier 
League during Ashley’s reign.

After winning promotion last season, Rafael Benitez’s side 
are 11th in the Premier League after 12 matches.

(Source: BBC)

Luigi Del Neri has been sacked as Udinese head coach after the 
club lost eight of their first 12 Serie A matches, with Massimo 
Oddo expected to take over.

The 67-year-old was hired in October 2016 after Udinese’s 
poor start to the 2016-17 campaign, eventually leading the club 
to a 13th-placed finish, as they escaped the drop.

Del Neri was given a new one-year contract for keeping 
Udinese up, but they have underwhelmed again at the start 
of the new season, collecting just 12 points from as many 
games, with a 1-0 home defeat to Cagliari on Sunday proving 
the last straw.

That loss leaves Udinese just three points above the 
bottom three and they face in-form league leaders Napoli 
this weekend.

Former Italy and AC Milan right-back Oddo is expected 
to be announced as Del Neri’s replacement, the 41-year-old 
having been out of work since being dismissed by Pescara 
- who he had previously guided to Serie A promotion - in 
February.

(Source: Goal)

Diego Maradona will be reunited on stage with World Cup rival 
Gary Lineker at the draw in Moscow next week.

Maradona will represent Argentina in the State Krem-
lin Palace, where all eight World Cup-winning nations 
will send a playing great to assist in the draw, FIFA said 
Tuesday.

Maradona captained Argentina to the 1986 title, eliminating 
Lineker›s England in the quarterfinals with the help of his «Hand 
of God» goal in Mexico City.

Minutes later, Maradona scored one of the best goals in World 
Cup history, before Lineker pulled England close in a 2-1 loss. 
Maradona was voted player of the tournament and Lineker was 
the top scorer with six goals.

Lineker will host the 32-nation ceremony on Dec. 1. England 
will be officially represented by Gordon Banks, goalkeeper on 
the 1966 team.

The other draw assistants are Laurent Blanc, Cafu, Fabio 
Cannavaro, Diego Forlan, Carles Puyol, and Nikita Simonyan 
for host Russia.

Former Germany forward Miroslav Klose will bring the World 
Cup trophy on stage.

(Source: Daily Star)

Newcastle subject of £300m 
takeover bid

Del Neri sacked by Udinese

Maradona to reunite with 
Lineker on stage at World 
Cup draw
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Persepolis GM Taheri resigns 
Persepolis football club General manager Ali 
Akbar Taheri stepped down as his post.

Iran’s Ministry of Sport and Youth has appointed Hamid Reza 
Garshasbi as the club’s acting president. 

Taheri replaced Hamid Reza Siasi in 2014 and Persepolis 
earned remarkable achievements under his leadership.

Persepolis claimed the title of Iran Professional League in 
the 2016-17 season after nine years. 

The Iranian giant also advanced to the 2017 AFC Champions 
League final four for the first time and also are a favorite to win 
Iran’s Hazfi Cup title in the current season. 

Persepolis are vying to defend their title in the current season 
as well.

Ibra run as Swedish Player of 
the Year ends

Sweden captain Andreas Granqvist has ended Zlatan Ibrahimov-
ic’s decaپde-long streak of being named the country’s footballer 
of the year.

Granqvist was awarded the Swedish football federation’s 
Golden Ball on Monday night after helping the national team 
reach the World Cup by beating Italy in a playoff.

The award had gone to Ibrahimovic for the last 10 years in 
a row, but he lost out after missing the last six months with a 
serious knee injury.

“This is a great honour. I’m incredibly proud,” Granqvist said. 
“It’s the nicest award you can receive.”

Ibrahimovic was still named forward of the year, and sent 
a video message from Manchester after his recent comeback 
with United.

“This means a lot,” he said. “Individual awards come thanks 
to your teammates. It’s the collective that makes things go well.” 

The reference to “the collective” was seen by some as a flir-
tation with Sweden coach Janne Andersson, who took the job 
after Ibrahimovic retired from international last year and led 
Sweden to the World Cup against the odds with a hard-working 
style that puts the focus squarely on teammwork.

There is speculation that Ibrahimovic wants to play at Russia 
2018, although many also question whether he would fit in with 
Andersson’s style of play.

(Source: Soccernet) 

Paralympic Movement 
mourns the passing of 
Kenneth Verwimp

The Paralympic Movement is mourning the passing of Rio 2016 
Paralympian Kenneth Verwimp, who died on 19 November due 
to an inflammation in the lungs. Belgium’s boccia player had a 
muscle degeneration disease called Duchenne muscular dystrophy.

In Rio, he competed in the mixed individual and pairs BC3 
events. A year before, he was fundamental in Belgium’s title in 
the mixed pairs BC3 event alongside Pieter Cilissen and Julie 
Lamberechts at the European Championships.

Apart from his sporting skills, the 24 year old will always be 
remembered for his constant smile and his kindness.

Belgian Paralympic Committee (BPC) President Anne d’Ieter-
en said: “Kenneth will stay in our memories as a very talented 
athlete and an example for all of us.

“Kenneth faced his illness and disability with great discretion 
and dignity, remaining continuously positive despite the difficul-
ties he was experiencing. We regret that his life was taken away 
from him so soon.“All our thoughts are with his family and his 
entourage in this terrible ordeal. His family, and especially his 
father Luc, invested a great deal in Kenneth’s sporting career. 
We express our gratitude to him.”

(Source: Paralympic.org)

FIFA panel bans three 
former football officials 
for life

FIFA’s ethics watchdogs have banned three former football of-
ficials from Guam, Nicaragua and Venezuela for life as part of 
efforts to address widespread corruption in the sport, the world 
football governing body said on Tuesday.

The latest officials to be hit by FIFA bans are Richard Lai, 
the former Guam Football Association president and a former 
member of the FIFA audit and compliance committee; Julio 
Rocha, the former Nicaraguan Football Association president 
and a former FIFA development officer; and Rafael Esquivel, 
former Venezuelan Football Association president.

All three men had pleaded guilty in the United States to sep-
arate federal charges ranging from wire fraud to racketeering 
and money laundering.                                                          (Source: CNN)

Unai Emery defended Paris Saint-Germain star Neymar 
from criticism of his lifestyle after the Brazil interna-
tional was spotted partying in London.

Neymar was a part of the Brazil team which drew 0-0 
with England at Wembley on Tuesday and followed that 
match by enjoying the nightlife in the country’s capital, 
being photographed alongside actress Demi Lovato.

Critics were quick to comment after it was reported 
that Neymar was out until 6am, but Emery is adamant 
that the 25-year-old is doing nothing wrong.

The PSG head coach insisted Neymar trains well 
in spite of his busy social life, adding that the forward 
“needs” to enjoy himself.

“Out of work, football, he can enjoy his friends,” Emery 
told a media conference in Paris ahead of Wednesday’s 
visit of Celtic in the Champions League.

“In training he is very good. He is young, so he also 
needs to go out and be with them, but he remains re-
sponsible.”

Another player who has impressed of late in a PSG 
jersey is Germany international Julian Draxler.

The former Wolfsburg winger has occupied more 
of a central role recently and has arguably looked 
more effective there than he had out wide, but Em-
ery is not getting carried away, urging Draxler to 

continue improving.
“He progresses,” Emery said. “But he must maintain 

consistency in his game, maintain this level and not relax.
“He is playing as a midfielder. He has good ability 

and finds a good balance between defense and attack. 
“If he continues like this then he can still grow. We 

are very happy with him, but every day we remind him 
to keep this standard.”

PSG have already booked their place in the knockout 
phase of the Champions League, but they still need to 
clinch top spot, something they could do with victory 
against Celtic if Bayern Munich fail to beat Anderlecht.

And Emery has almost a full squad available to him 
as well, with only Thiago Motta set to miss out.

“After training on Monday and Tuesday, only Thiago 
Motta is absent,” Emery added. 

“Everything is fine for the others. As for Thiago Motta, 
I hope that his absence will not be too long.”

(Source: Four Four Two) 

Emery defends ´responsible´ Neymar from lifestyle criticism

Iranian men’s and women’s teams have 
learnt their opponents at the Asian Ka-

baddi Championships. 
The Championships will be held in Gorgan, Iran from 

Nov. 23 to 26.
The competitions will feature a total of 10 teams take 

part in each section, with India, Iran, Japan, South Korea, 
Pakistan, Thailand, Iraq, Sri Lanka and Turkmenistan com-
peting in both the men’s and women’s sections.

 Men’s category

Group A: India, Pakistan, Japan, Iraq and Afghanistan
Group B: Iran, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 

Turkmenistan
 Women’s category

Group A: India, Thailand, South Korea, Chinese Taipei, 
Turkmenistan, Afghanistan 

Group B: Iran, Sri Lanka, Japan, Iraq, Pakistan
Kabaddi is a contact team sport that originated 

in Tamilnadu, India. Kabaddi is played between two 
teams of seven players; the object of the game is for a 

single player on offence—referred to as a “raider”—to 
run into the opposing team’s half of a court, tag out 
as many of their defenders as possible, and return to 
their own half of the court—all without being tackled 
by the defenders.

 Points are scored for each player tagged by the raider, 
while the opposing team earns a point for stopping the 
raider. Players are taken out of the game if they are tagged 
or tackled, but can be “revived” for each point scored by 
their team from a tag or tackle.

Iranian teams know rivals at Asian Kabaddi Championships
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Former Real Madrid defender Pepe has 
told CNN World Sport that he would love 
his former teammate Cristiano Ronaldo 
to join him at Besiktas.

Pepe, 34, left Madrid last summer after a 
decade with the club, during which he won 
La Liga three times, the Champions League 
three times and the Copa del Rey twice.

Ronaldo was alongside him at Madrid 
for eight of those seasons -- but the 32-year-
old’s long-term future remains in doubt 
amid reports that he feels undervalued by 
hierarchy.

With Besiktas close to sealing a place in 
the Champions League round-of-16, Pepe 
said that Ronaldo was the one player he 
would like to join him at the Istanbul club.

“If I could choose and if it were possible, 
of course I would like for Cristiano [Ronaldo] 
to come here,” he said. “He’s a person for 
whom I have maximum respect.”

Since arriving in Turkey, Pepe has reg-
ularly praised his new club’s fans, draw-
ing some protest from supporters back in 
Madrid.

Although linked with a host of clubs 
including Manchester United and Paris 
Saint-Germain last summer, he said he 
had been drawn to Besiktas by the affec-
tion shown by their fans even before he 
had joined.

“I had many offers from many big, im-
portant European clubs,” he said. “When 
Besiktas came to me with their offer and 
their project -- it grabbed my attention. 
Many people sending me messages on so-
cial media, to my wife as well and those 
around me.

“I couldn’t turn my back on all this af-
fection. I spent a lot of time in Spain and 
Portugal as well... But here it’s like noth-
ing I’ve experienced before. Here, Turkish 
people live football. Football is a passion 
of theirs. They demonstrate it with love 
and affection for their team.”

Ronaldo recently welcomed his fourth 
child, and first with current partner Georgina 
Rodriguez, then told L’Equipe he would 
like to have three more as family was so 
important to him.

Pepe said that his countryman was more 
normal than people think.

“Off the pitch, Cristiano is an extremely 
normal person,” he said. “People talk without 
knowing the real Cristiano. He’s a normal 
person with normal habits like us... He’s 
demonstrated that he’s a good father and 
he also has a lot of time for his sons.

“He stresses the importance of being 
a father which I think is important. He’s 
does this perfectly and naturally.”

(Source: Soccernet)

Pepe wants Real Madrid’s Cristiano 
Ronaldo to join him at Besiktas

Marcello Lippi has rejected the claim by 
Giancarlo Tavecchio that he had chosen 
Gian Piero Ventura as Italy coach two 
years ago and, thus, contributed to his 
downfall as Italian FA (FIGC) president.

Speaking at a news conference on Monday, 
where he announced his resignation as FIGC 
president, Tavecchio said that he is “being 
made to pay for a choice which I did not 
make” after Ventura failed to lead Italy to 
the World Cup for the first time in 60 years.

Tavecchio confirmed a suggestion 
by Italian Olympic Committee (CONI) 
president Giovanni Malago that the ap-
pointment of Ventura had been Lippi’s 
idea, adding that now it was he who had 
to suffer the consequences.

Lippi, who was set to be appointed the 
FIGC’s new technical director until a new 
rule was introduced forbidding relatives 
of football agents from working for the 
federation, had been asked to help seek a 
successor to Antonio Conte following Euro 
2016. Lippi’s son Davide is a registered 
agent in Italy and his appointment was 
therefore never confirmed. 

“It seems to me, listening to Tavecchio 
today, that he doesn’t have a very good 
memory,” Lippi told Sky Sport Italia.

“What Malago said was correct apart 
from one thing -- I didn’t pick the coach. I 

went for dinner at Malago’s house with Tav-
ecchio and I was offered the role of technical 
director for all the national teams. Actually, 
Tavecchio said it would maybe be better 
if I took care of the sides from under-21 
down, but in the end we agreed it would 
be better to include all the national teams.

“I spoke with Ventura, [Vincenzo] 
Montella and [Gian Piero] Gasperini. I 
passed on my impressions from these 
talks, with the positives and negatives 
to each one, to Tavecchio. He said: ‘who 
do we pick?’ and I replied: ‘you’re the 
president, obviously you choose’. ‘Okay 
then, we’ll pick Ventura,’ he said.

“Tavecchio says that I picked the coach, 
but it wasn’t like that. Another thing Tav-
ecchio forgets is that one year before I was 
appointed as technical director, a new stat-
ute was signed off that prevented relatives 
of agents from working in the federation. 
I wasn’t going to sack my own son.

“I was technical director for a month be-
cause nobody had remembered, including 
Tavecchio, that they had signed off this new 
clause just one year before, not 10 years before. 
I’d even signed a pre-contractual agreement. 
Everything came out the day before my pres-
entation, after which I never heard anything 
from anybody in the federation.

(Source: ESPN)

Lippi backs Ancelotti, claims he did not 
hire Ventura for Italy

Iran announce 12-man team for 
FIBA World Cup qualifier

Mehran Hatami has named 
his 12-man team for the match 

against Iraq in the 2019 FIBA Basketball World 
Cup qualification.

Team Melli will face the West Asian team Iraq on 
Nov. 24 in Group D at the Prince Hamza Arena in 
Amman, Jordan on Nov. 24.

Iran will host Qatar at the Azadi Gym three 
days later. 

Kazakhstan are also in the group. 
Iran captain Hamed Haddadi, who had already 

announced his readiness to accompany Iran in the 
competition, has not been invited to the team for the 
match against Iraq. 

Sichuan Blue Whales center will join Team Melli 
for the match against Jordan, according to the coach.  

“Haddadi joined us late and we decided to rest 
him for the first match. He will be invited to the team 
for Jordan match,” Hatami said in an interview with 
Iran’s Basketball Federation website.

“We take nothing for granted in the matches be-
cause we have to face strong rivals. Iraq has hired 
two American players and Kazakhstan has showed 
they have progressed very well in the recent years,” 
Iran coach added. 

 Iran squad: 
Oshin Sahakian, Farid Aslani, Ali Allahverdi, Navid 

Niktash, Mohammad Jamshidi, Amir Sadighi, Sajjad 
Mashayekhi, Arsalan Kazemi, Arman Zangeneh, Keyvan 
Riaei, Rouzbeh Arghavan, Mohammad Hassanzadeh. 



Italian museum to showcase jewelry 
collection by Iranian designers

‘I don’t like being a show off,’ 
says Barbra Streisand

“Israfil” crowned best 
at CineIran Festival

“Raj Pink” diamond, top gems, 
fail to sell at Sotheby’s sale

TEHRAN – Ida 
Panahandeh’s “Israfil” 

was picked as the best film at the 3rd CineIran 
Festival in Toronto, Canada on Sunday.

The film tells the story of Behruz, who 
has returned to Iran after 20 years to sell 
his properties and meet his fiancée Sara for 
the first time. But attending the funeral of 
his friend’s son reminds him of his painful 
past and lost love.

“Israfil” also brought its editor Haydeh 
Safiyari the Best Technical Achievement 
Award, while “No Date, No Signature” by 
Vahid Jalilvand received the jury prize for 
the best film.

Mehdi Rahmani was selected as the best 
director for his film “Boarding Pass”, and 
“Yellow” was awarded for its screenplay by 
Mostafa Taqizadeh who is also the director 
of the film.

Navid Mohammadzadeh was named 
best actor for his role in “No Date, No 
Signature” and Niki Karimi received the 
best actress award for her role in “Azar” 
by Mohammad Hamzei.

Rambod Javan’s “Negar” and Tahmineh 
Milani’s “Untaken Paths” shared the 
audience award.

Thirteen films were screened during the 
festival, which was attended by a number of 
Iranian cineastes including Milani, Javan, 
Abdolreza Kahani, Reza Kianian and Negar 
Javaherian.

GENEVA (Reuters) — A large pink 
diamond, rare for its color and clarity, was 
among several major jewels that failed to 
sell on Wednesday at Sotheby’s auction in 
Geneva.

The 37.3-carat cushion-shaped stone, 
known as the “Raj Pink” and mounted on a 
ring, was billed as the star lot at Sotheby’s 
semi-annual jewelry sale in the Swiss city. 
The pre-sale estimate for the diamond, found 
in South Africa in 2015, was $20 million to 
$30 million.

Bidding opened on it at 9.9 million Swiss 
francs ($10.02 million) and climbed to 14 
million Swiss francs before stalling.

“It was not sold,” David Bennett, 
worldwide chairman of Sotheby’s 
international jewelry division who conducted 
the auction, told the crowded sale room. 
The “Raj Pink” was named by its current 
owner, who wished to remain anonymous, 
Sotheby’s said. The name is based on the 
Sanskrit word for king.

Other major lots were left hanging, failing 
to meet the secret reserve price set by their 
sellers.

They included a blue diamond ring by 
jeweler Moussaieff with a last bid of 12.4 
million Swiss francs and a pair of yellow 
diamonds that formerly belonged to the 
German princely family of Von Donnersmarck, 
which reached 7.8 million Swiss francs.

Only 303 of the 349 lots found new owners, 
according to Sotheby’s figures. In all, the sale 
netted 77.9 million francs.

A Harry Winston fancy light pink 

diamond ring, described as an “absolutely 
sensationally beautiful stone” by Bennett, 
brought the strongest price of the night and 
set a world record for that category at auction, 
Sotheby’s said.

It sold for 12.6 million Swiss francs to a 
telephone bidder who purchased it from a 
European noble family which owned the 1970 
piece by the New York jeweler, Sotheby’s said.

Graff Diamonds Ltd, founded by London 
luxury jeweler Laurence Graff, scooped up two 
lots - a pair of flawless diamond earrings for 
2.4 million francs and a 19th-century emerald 
and diamond necklace and matching earrings 
for 1.63 million francs, Sotheby’s said.

“Pieces must be exceptional to sell today at 
the same level as two years ago,” Eric Valdieu, 
a Geneva-based jewelry dealer formerly of 
Christie‘s, told Reuters after the auction.

1     Also speaking was Professor Naci Tokmak of the 
Turkish language department at Yeditepe University, who was 
honored with a Shahriar Medal from the University of Tabriz 
for his contributions to Persian literature in September 2016.

He said that those pieces Shahriar created during his 
youth are more popular among his fans, and praised “Heidar 
Babaya Salam”, Shahriar’s most famous Azerbaijani poetry 
collection, which highlights his birthplace, the village of 
Heidar Baba. 

He also recited “Child Kindness”, a piece by Shahriar in 
Persian and Turkish.

Professor Ali Guzelyuz from Istanbul University, who 
is also a winner of the Shahriar Medal, called Shahriar one 
of the few most popular figures of contemporary Persian 
literature and said that the profound humanistic concepts 
in “Heidar Babaya Salam” have caused the collection to be 
published in several languages in the world.

Mohammad Mehdipur, Ahmad Farshbafian and a 
number of Iranian Persian language scholars also attended 
the conference.

Shahriar, whose poetry is mainly influenced by Hafez, 
published his first book of poems in 1929, with prefaces by 
Persian literature scholars Mohammad-Taqi Bahar, Saeid 
Nafisi and Pejman Bakhtiari.

Iranians commemorated Shahriar on his death anniversary, 
September 18, which is also Iran’s National Day of Poetry 
and Literature.

TEHRAN — A 
collection of jewelry 

created by a group of promising young 
Iranian designers will be showcased at the 
Bijou Museum of Casalmaggiore in the 
Italian city of Cremona in an exhibition 
opening on Saturday.

Entitled “Splendid Persia, Visions 
in Jewels”, the exhibit will be curated 
by Iranian designer Sogand Nobahar, 
and historian and jewelry critic from 
Milan Bianca Cappello, the authentic 
Italian business hub for gold and jewelry 
Vicenzaoro has announced.

The exclusive selection belongs to 
the history of Persia and reviews the 
influence of its charm on contemporary 
Iranian jewelry, detecting its echo on 
great Italian jewelry since the 60s to 
this day. 

Works by Mostafa Daneshi, Zahra 
Najafi, Shiva Qorbani, Sanaz Armaghan, 
Aylin Abrishami, Nogol Zahabi and 
several other designers have been selected 
for the exhibition, which will run until 

January 28, 2018.
The artists are studying conceptual 

jewelry design at the Accademia di Belle 
Arti di Brera in Milan. 

In addition, Italian photographer 
Federico Wilhelm is scheduled to put 
a collection of his photos of Iran on 
display at the museum at the same time.

WARSAW (Reuters) — A deeply moving exhibition of 
archives documenting the life and annihilation of Jews by 
Nazi Germany in the Warsaw Ghetto during World War Two 
goes on public display in Poland on Thursday.

The “What We Could Not Shout Out To The World” 
exhibition will for the first time display original documents 
prepared and hidden by historian Emanuel Ringelblum and 
a few dozen helpers who risked their lives in the Ghetto to 
save whatever was possible for posterity.

Nazi occupiers in 1940 corralled some 400,000 Jews into a 
small section of Warsaw most of whom were then sent to camps 
to be killed or died from the conditions in the Ghetto itself.

The Ghetto was destroyed in 1943 when the Nazis, attempting 
more deportations, were met with fierce opposition and a 
month long uprising.

The exhibition marks the completion of many years of work 
to organize and translate the archives, and often decipher the 
documents that were partly damaged.

Ringelblum and all but three of his aides perished in the 
Holocaust. But deep under the rubble of the burnt-down 

Ghetto they left a one-of-a-kind, meticulous chronicle of 
extermination.

“We want to help shout out all that they said, find a language 
that will make this archive well-known and accessible,” said 
Pawel Spiewak, head of the Jewish Historical Institute in 
Warsaw where the exhibition is held.

The Ringelblum archive, consisting of more than 35,000 
pages, survived the war and destruction of the Warsaw Ghetto 
in 10 metal cases and two metal milk bottles that were recovered 
in 1946 and 1950, respectively.

In 1999, the Ringelblum archives were assigned “Memory 
of the World” status by UNESCO, along with such Polish 
documents as the original manuscripts of composer Frederic 
Chopin and the treatises of astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus.

“We want to show that this archive deserves this title,” 
Spiewak said. “It has to be shown and that people have to see it.”

The archives include documents in Polish, German and 
Yiddish, Nazi proclamations and Jewish appeals, ghetto ration 
cards, tram tickets, private letters and photographs depicting 
life in the ghetto.

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Barbra 
Streisand gets no kick out of performing live.

Stage fright, feeling “like a show off”, 
and an aversion to the trappings of fame 
have limited the double Oscar and 10-time 
Grammy winner to singing just 100 public 
concerts since 1963.

So, at age 75, Streisand took the oppor-
tunity to capture on film the Miami concert 
from her 2016 U.S. tour for a Netflix special. 
“Barbra: The Music... The Mem‘ries... The 
Magic!” is set to be released today.

“I don’t enjoy getting up on stage 
and prancing around. I feel like a show 
off. I don’t like being a show off. I like 
to be still. I like to sit in my chair and 
sing quietly to the audience. It’s hard 
for me to be too theatrical,” Streisand 
told Reuters.

“You put in a lot of time - like three 
months to prepare a concert, figure out 
what you are going to sing. It takes me as 
long as it does to film a movie, so you want 
to document it for posterity,” she said.

In the Netflix special, Streisand sings 
many of her best-known songs from her 
11 No. 1 albums, including classics like 
“The Way We Were,” “People” and “You 
Don’t bring Me Flowers”, mixed with film 
clips and behind the camera footage from 
movies including “Yentl,” and some of her 
recording sessions.

It also captures some of the “Funny Girl” 
star’s private moments - doing her own 
make-up backstage, rehearsing, and nerves.

Apart from occasional benefits, Streisand 

says stage fright kept her from performing 
live in public for 27 years after she forgot 
her lyrics at a 1967 concert in New York’s 
Central Park.

Overcoming it was a challenge and was 
partly behind her series of farewell and 
comeback concerts in the last 20 years.

”I tried all kinds of things. Then they 
invented teleprompters, which at least had 
my lyrics in front of me, so I could look and 
see what I am doing.

“I really envy those who enjoy performing 
in front of people. I just don‘t, that’s why I 
love recordings or doing movies,” she said.

“When I got more well-known, I really 
started to dislike stardom itself. I really am 
only focused on the creative process. That 
is what intrigues me.”
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Monir Farmanfarmaian 
donates collection to 
University of Tehran 

TEHRAN — Artist Monir Farmanfarmaian, 
famous for her mirror mosaics and geometric 

drawings, has donated a collection of 50 artworks to the University 
of Tehran.

The collection will be placed in a special section at the Ne-
garestan Garden Museum of the University of Tehran and will 
be open for viewing beginning in mid-December, UT Deputy 
Director for Cultural Affairs Majid Sarsangi said in a press con-
ference on Tuesday.

He said that the 93-year-old artist is scheduled to attend an 
opening ceremony for the section.

Farmanfarmaian’s work has been collected by institutions 
around the world such the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York, Tate Modern in London and the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston.

A portrait of Shahriar 

“Khordad” by Monir Farmanfarmaian.

 Pejman Bazeghi acts in a scene from 
“Israfil” by Ida Panahandeh.

Movies from Iran honored at 
Milano International FICTS 
Festival

TEHRAN – Two Iranian films won awards on 
Monday in Italy at the 35th Milano International 

FICTS Festival, which is dedicated to sports movies.
“Are You Volleyball?” by 

Mohammad Bakhshi was named 
the best film in the short film 
section, while “The Reporter” by 
Mohammadreza Kheradmandan 
received an honorable mention 
in the TV film section.

The Federation Internationale 
Cinema Television Sportifs 
(FICTS) is the organizer of the 
event, which was the final phase 
of the World FICTS Challenge 
that runs in 16 countries around 
the world including Iran.

A model poses with a 37.30 carat “The Raj 
Pink”, the world’s largest known fancy 
intense pink diamond, during a Sotheby’s 
preview in Geneva, Switzerland Novem-
ber 8, 2017. (Reuters/Denis Balibouse/
File Photo)

Singer Barbra Streisand speaks on stage 
during the American Theatre Wing’s 70th 
annual Tony Awards in New York, U.S., 
June 12, 2016. (Reuters/Lucas Jackson)

This picture shows one of the items selected 
for the exhibition “Splendid Persia, Visions 
in Jewels” in Italy.

Memories in milk bottles: Polish exhibition ‘shouts out’ annihilation story of Warsaw Ghetto

A milk bottle is displayed as a part of the Ringelblum 
archives exhibited on The “What We Could Not Shout 
Out To The World” exhibition at Jewish Historical Insti-
tute in Warsaw, Poland November 15, 2017. (Reuters/
Kacper Pempel)Shahram Nazeri, Kamkars 

perform quake relief concert  
1     “Kurdish people enjoy a culture, which has sorrow, 

epics, battles and celebration all together,” he said and added, 
“They have saved many venerable traditions and have been the 
preservers of many things for years.”

Nazeri also noted that he and his group did not have much 
time to rehearse for the concert, which featured a mixture of 
both happy and sad songs.

Actress Roya Nonahali was also invited to appear on stage 
and delivered a short speech, remembering those who lost their 
lives, and lauding those who have stayed bravely to celebrate life 
in the aftermath of the devastating quake.

Cartoonist and graphic designer Bozorgmehr Hosseinpur 
also attended the concert, creating a black and white drawing 
to put on sale for the benefit of those affected by the earthquake.

Taylor Swift’s “Reputation” is 
2017’s biggest U.S. album debut
LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Taylor Swift’s “Reputation” album 
sold 1.216 million copies in its first week and debuted at the top of the 
U.S. Billboard 200 album chart, Nielsen Music said on Monday, the 
biggest album debut of the year.

The first week sales for “Reputation” outpaced the year’s previous 
biggest debut, rapper Kendrick Lamar’s “Damn.”, which opened with 
603,000 album units in April.

Swift’s “Reputation”, became the best-selling U.S. album this year 
and by far exceeded the cumulative 863,000 in albums sales accrued 
by numbers 2 through 200 on the Billboard charts for the week ending 
November 16, according to figures from Nielsen Music.

The album crossed the 1 million sales milestone just four days after 
its release, but failed to beat the monster sales for the debut of British 
singer Adele’s “25” album, which surpassed 2.43 million copies in the 
first four days of release in November 2015.

“Reputation”, Swift’s first studio album in three years, marks another 
transformation in image for the 27-year-old country-turned-pop star, 
who is known for using her love life for inspiration without ever directly 
naming names.
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