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Iran exports over $8.5b 
petrochemicals in 9 months

Kharrazi puts forward suggestions 
for Iran-Arab dialogue 

Curtains go up for 
Fajr theater festival 

TEHRAN — Iran ex-
ported over 16.4 mil-

lion tons of petrochemical products worth 
$8.581 billion during the first nine months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-December 21, 2017), Shana reported on 
Wednesday citing the data announced by the 
National Petrochemical Company (NPC).

Petrochemical production in Iran 
stood at over 39.9 million tons during 
the mentioned time span, IRNA reported 
on Monday citing the NPC data.

The production of petrochemicals in 
the ninth calendar month Azar (November 
22-Decemebr 21, 2017) stood at about 4.3 
million tons, the same report said.   4

TEHRAN — The 36th 
Fajr International 

Theater Festival will open at different 
venues across Tehran today with perfor-
mances by dozens of troupes from Iran 
and other countries.

Iranian director Mahmudreza Karimi 
will stage Bertolt Brecht’s “The Caucasian 
Chalk Circle” at Tehran’s City Theater Com-
plex on the first night, while a troupe of 

young actors directed by Masud Delkhah 
will perform an adaption of German writer 
Klaus Mann’s novel “Mephisto” at Mo-
lavi Hall.

Tonight’s schedule also features Pe-
ter Weiss’s “Marat/Sade” that will be 
directed by Iman Eskandari at Hafez 
Hall, and “The History Boys” by Ash-
kan Khilnejad at the Iranshahr Theater 
Complex.    1 6

TEHRAN — Kamal 
Kharrazi, head of Iran’s 

Strategic Council on Foreign Relations, 
said on Wednesday that Iran is ready to 
hold talks with Arab countries in line with 
solving problems in the Middle East, sug-
gesting three proposals for the purpose.

Kharrazi presented his proposals in 
an international conference on “Iran and 

Arabs” in Beirut, Lebanon.
According to Kharrazi, the proposals 

will help counter the Zionist regime of 
Israel’s plot to marginalize the Palestin-
ian issue and bigger plan to disintegrate 
regional countries.

“Promotion of strategic ties on regional 
developments” was Kharrazi’s first sug-
gestion.   2

A strategic strategy 
for cyber-bullying in 
international level

Since the principle of self-restraint 
addresses a wide range of threats, 
both in the area of justice and in the 

field of military and strategic affairs. But 
the implementation of deterrence in cyber-
space is only proposed if the risks that are 
objectively possible have a direct impact 
on the security and survival of a govern-
ment; therefore, each state is required to 
make it possible in any way to overcome 
the existing challenges. 

The challenges of an attack, the es-
timation of the impact and reconstruc-
tion of the incident and the purpose of 
an attack, in the framework of public 
networking and actors, distinguish the 
cyberspace from other areas where de-
terrence is formed. Intrusions in cyber-
space, although possible and possible, 
cannot be limited to existing measures, 
but unique concepts have to be developed 
and presented.

The same is true of cyberspace dom-
inance and power. According to Daniel 
T. Coel, power here is “the ability to use 
cyberspace to gain points and impact on 
events in other operating environments, 
using power equipment”. The important 
thing is that on the eve of entering the 
cyberspace is a low level that, unlike 
other classical domains (land, sea, air, 
and space), any country, organization, 
social group or individual can penetrate 
it and play an unbelievable role. In the 
classical context, the conflict often ends 
with erosion and the reserves of one side, 
while most hostile acts in cyberspace are 
almost unprofitable. The result is that, 
according to Joseph S. Nay Jr, power 
in cyberspace is inherently widespread 
and the expression of different actors 
is divided.

In fact, some challenges in the field of 
cybercrime are similar to those of other 
forms of deterrence. For example, the 
problem of identifying cyber attacks is 
reminiscent of the challenges of deter-
rence of nuclear terrorism. Identifying 
the effects of a cyber attack is much more 
similar to identifying the effects of bio-
logical weapons. Also, the invisibility of 
computerized weapons is very similar in 
many respects to the biological weapons 
challenge.   7

No painless solution 
to air pollution

In a press conference held in Tehran’s 
Pardisan Park on Saturday, environ-
ment officials commented on the newly 

enacted clean air law and unveiled the 
slogan for this year’s national clean air 
day: “Clean Air Law, the Law of Breath.”

Twenty two years have passed since the 
first ‘national clean air day’ was observed 
on January 19, 1996, said Masoud Zandi, 
the caretaker of center for air quality and 
climate change affiliated to the Department 
of Environment.

He went on to say that the growing 
trend of air pollution in metropolitan cities 
during the past 15 years urged officials to 
introduce new laws and measures once 
in a while, however, laws didn’t have the 
expected effect.

 Salient features of clean air law
Comprising 34 articles, the law on clean 

air was adopted by Majlis [the Iranian 
parliament] in July 2017 after 6 years of 
continuous revisions, Zandi highlighted.

It has some salient features, he noted, 
listing them as having unambiguous and 
precise definitions, determining the exact 
responsibilities of every organization and 
filling the gaps of previous regulations.

 Increased fines
Punishments and fines defined by pre-

vious regulations were not effective and de-
terrent, said Zandi, adding, new fines are 
heavy enough to reduce related violations.

For instance, polluting industrial units 
will face huge fines and if they are not able 
to limit their pollution, they may even be 
transferred to other regions, he concluded.

 The status of PM2.5 fine 
particles in Tehran 

Masoud Tajrishi, DOE’s deputy director 
for human environment affairs, said that 
incomplete combustion and low quality 
fuels are the main reasons behind the high 
level of PM2.5 fine particles in Tehran.

Causing serious health effects, PM2.5 
particles are small enough to be breathed 
deep into the lungs, highlighted Tajrishi, 
adding, this is the main factor which forces 
officials to temporary close schools on 
highly polluted days.

Recognizing vehicles as the main pro-
ducers of PM2.5 particles in Tehran, he 
added that personal cars, motorcycles and 
diesel-engine trucks and buses have re-
spectively 3, 12 and 85 percent share of 
fine particles production.   1 2

TEHRAN — Commenting on recent turbu-
lences in Iran, Anthony Cartalucci says the 
U.S. still believes investing in the protests 
can create some sort of positive geopolitical 
return for their policy of undermining and 
coercing Iran domestically, regionally and 
internationally.   

Following unrest in Iran early January, the 
U.S. President Donald Trump pledged “great 
support” for protesters and raised the issue in 
the UN Security Council.

To shed more light on the real reasons behind 
the turbulences and the U.S. real motive behind 
Trump’s interfering acts, we discussed the issue 

with Bangkok- based geopolitical researcher An-
thony Cartalucci.

 What is the relation between failure of the 
U.S. regional policy in the Middle East due to 
Iran’s resistance and regional influence and the 
recent unrests in some of Iran’s cities?

A: Washington’s Middle East policy has always 
focused on asserting U.S. hegemony across the 
region which by necessity requires the toppling of 
the current Iranian political order and replacing 
it with one that answers to U.S. special interests. 
Attempts to overthrow the government of Syria 
and undermine the strength of Hezbollah in Leb-
anon are admitted U.S. foreign policy objectives 
deemed as prerequisites before moving on to 
destabilize and topple the Iranian government. 

The U.S.-fueled unrest in Iran looks to have 

been launched in desperation. Ideally the U.S. 
would have wanted to deplete Iranian resources 
in Yemen, Syria, and in regards to Hezbollah 
first, before moving on to create sustainable 
destabilization in Iran itself. The protests have 
been extensively planned for years, with the U.S. 
investing money and resources in opposition 
groups and armed militants both within and 
along Iran’s borders, yet despite these exten-
sive preparations, it appears that the planned 
“uprising” was a flash in the pan. 

 What is the real goal behind Trump and 
the U.S. congress support to protesters in Iran?

A: Many of the protests in Iran appeared to 
support U.S.-backed terrorist organizations like 
Mojahedin-e Khalq (MEK) and U.S.-based Iranian 
exile Reza Pahlavi.   7

Yemeni forces say they have fired ballistic missiles 
at two key targets in southwestern Saudi Arabia 
in retaliation for the kingdom’s fatal raids.

The Yemeni army’s missile division speci-
fied the targets as a Saudi military command 
center in Najran region, which came under fire on 
Wednesday, and an airport in the nearby region 
of Jizan, which had been struck hours earlier, the 
al-Masirah television network reported.

The projectiles fired were respectively a Qaher 
M-2 and a short-range missile, the division noted.

Saudi media outlets, however, claimed that 
the short-range missile had not hit the airport 
and had been destroyed midair.

The Riyadh regime, together with a coalition 
of its allies, launched a military campaign against 
Yemen in March 2015, seeking to return its favored 
administration to power and crush the country’s 

Houthi Ansarullah movement.
Almost three years into the war, the Saudi-led 

coalition has fallen short of the objectives in the face 
of strong resistance by Ansarullah and its allied forces.

Besides defending Yemen against the Saudi 
aggression, Ansarullah has also been running 
state affairs in the capital, Sana’a, in the absence 
of an effective administration.

Some 13,600 Yemenis have died since the 
onset of the Saudi war, which has also taken a 
heavy toll on Yemen’s infrastructure and pushed 
the impoverished country to the edge of famine.

 ‘Over 5,000 kids killed by Saudi 
war on Yemen’

Over 5,000 children have been killed by Saudi 
Arabia’s war on Yemen since it began in March 
2015, says a report by the UN children’s agency.

The report published by UNICEF on Tuesday, 

noted that the Saudi war had killed “an average 
of five children every day since March 2015.”

It added that at least two million Yemeni chil-
dren were also out of school, and that 400,000 
were facing malnourishment.

Over three million children were born since 
the onslaught began, all of them “scarred by years 
of violence, displacement, disease, poverty, un-
der-nutrition and a lack of access to basic services.”

“An entire generation of children in Yemen is 
growing up knowing nothing but violence... Children 
in Yemen are suffering the devastating consequences 
of a war that is not of their making,” said UNICEF’s 
representative in Yemen, Meritxell Relano.

Earlier in the day, The UN announced that 
the number of the Yemenis who are dependent 
on assistance has risen to 22.2 million.

(Source: agencies)

U.S. invests in creating unrest in Iran to achieve geopolitical interests: expert

Yemenis fire two ballistic missiles at key Saudi targets

Noz’hat 
Amiri 

conducts Fajr 
concert 

The female Iranian conductor Noz’hat Amiri 
leads a concert along with the Naghmeh 
Baran National Orchestra during the 33rd 
Fajr Music Festival at Tehran’s Vahdat 
Hall on January 16, 2018.

Pieces composed by prominent musi-
cians including Hossein Dehlavi, Homayun 
Khorram and Morteza Hannaneh were 
performed at the concert. I
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A corrupt regime
  See page 1 3

Bahrain arrests death-row activist amid protests
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TEHRAN —  The Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry 

on Wednesday dismissed claims that 
Tehran has agreed to hold talks on its 
missile program.

“All are aware that Iran’s missile pro-
gram is not negotiable at all,” ministry 
spokesman Bahram Qassemi said.

In an article published by the Financial 
Times on Tuesday, it was claimed that the 
German, French and British foreign min-
isters — together with Federica Mogherini, 
the EU’s foreign policy chief — agreed with 
Iran to hold an “intensive and very serious 
dialogue” on Tehran’s missile program 
during a meeting in Brussels.

Qassemi said, “The Islamic Republic 
of Iran’s policy and position on the coun-
try’s missile program are totally clear 

and other countries are well aware of 
Iran’s position in this respect.”

Iran has not changed its position in 
spite of all the commotion and threats, 
he noted.

“As it has been announced for several 
times, Iran’s missile program is totally de-
fensive and deterrent and is not against 
any country. Iran will not change its prin-
cipled and fundamental position based on 
unfounded claims,” Qassemi explained.

He added that Iran will not let inter-
ference in its domestic affairs and defense 
policies especially its missile program.

Elsewhere, Qassemi said that “ill-wish-
ers” and “extremists” cannot help the re-
gional stability and security and therefore 
they cannot undermine Iran’s role in fight-
ing terrorism and instability.

Iran dismisses claims of negotiation 
on its missile program

TEHRAN — Irani-
an Majlis Speaker 

Ali Larijani said on Wednesday that 
it is essential for Iran and Pakistan to 
establish closer cooperation.

“Iran and Pakistan should cooperate 
more than any other time. Evaluations in 
recent months show that the two coun-
tries have expanded relations which prove 
moving on the right path,” Larijani said in 
a meeting with Raza Rabbani, chairman 
of the Senate of Pakistan.

Rabbani had visited Tehran to partic-
ipate in the Parliamentary Union of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
conference in Tehran.

Larijani said, “The Islamic Republic of 
Iran has always been honest in its friend-
ship with neighbors and the Leader of the 

Islamic Revolution has always advised to 
expand relations with Pakistan.”

Pointing to the importance to expansion 
of economic relations, the Iranian parlia-
ment speaker said there are impediments 
to expansion of economic ties and urged 
Pakistan to remove them.

Larijani went on to say that Iran 
and Pakistan have common enemies. 
“Tehran-Islamabad ties should be 
strengthened, because the U.S. seeks 
to undermine peace in the region and 
terrorism is also being spread,” the par-
liamentary speaker remarked.

For his part, Rabbani said that Paki-
stan is making efforts to remove banking 
obstacles to increase economic relations.

He also called for boosting ties in se-
curity area.

Larijani calls for closer 
Iran-Pakistan co-op
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 MEDIA  HIGHLIGHTS Omani, Lebanese speakers meet Rouhani

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif and Syrian Par-

liament Speaker Hammouda Youssef Sabbagh discussed 
issues of mutual interest in Tehran on Wednesday.

Zarif praised the resistance of the Syrian government 
and people against plots and their victory against the 
terrorists, saying that “these victories made the U.S. and 
the Zionist regime intensify their destructive moves in 
favor of the terrorists”.

The chief diplomat added that Tehran and Damascus 
had gone through more difficult stages in the past, predict-
ing that the two countries will also pass the current critical 

stages successfully.
In turn, the Syrian parliament speaker appreciated Iran’s 

support for the Syrian people in their fight against terror-
ism, noting that “Iran is our main partner in the resistance, 
victories, political process and reconstruction of Syria.”

Referring to the Parliamentary Union of the OIC members 
(PUIC) conference in Tehran, Sabbagh described it as an 
example of Iran’s successful diplomacy.

He added Muslim countries will neutralize all conspiracies 
through unity and solidarity.

In a separate meeting with Ali Akbar Velayati on Wednes-
day, Sabbagh said Syria and Iran have a “common destiny” 

in fight against terrorism.
Iran helped Syria in the fight against terrorist groups, 

especially Daesh. Some Iranian military advisors lost their 
lives in Syria. 

“The blood of Iranian and Syrian brothers have been 
mixed in the Syrian soil and we made great achievements by 
defeating the enemy and hope to make more achievements,” 
IRNA quoted Sabbagh as saying.

He added Iran stood on the side of Syria in the “darkest 
and toughest days” and suggested that this spirit of cooper-
ation should continue in a way that Iran would be the main 
partner in rebuilding the post-war Syria.

TEHRAN — During a ceremony on 
Wednesday afternoon, Foreign Minister 

Mohammad Javad Zarif named his new deputies on the 
basis of the ministry’s new structure.

According to Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qas-
semi, Zarif appointed Moteza Sarmadi as the deputy foreign 
minister (the second ranking person at the Foreign Minis-

try); Abbas Araqchi as deputy for political affairs; Qolam-
Reza Ansari as deputy for economic affairs; Qolam-Hossein 
Dehqani as deputy for legal and international affairs; and 
Hossein Panahi-Azar as deputy for Iranian expatriates and 
parliamentary affairs.

Qassemi also said he was reinstated as Foreign Ministry 
spokesman and director of public diplomacy and media center.

Zarif also appointed Mohammad-Kazem Sajjadpour as 
director of the center for political and international studies; 
Mohammad Taqi Saberi as his deputy for administrative 
and financial affairs; Hossein Jaberi Ansari as the special 
assistant in political Affairs; and Hassan Qashqavi as adviser.

The newly-appointed officials will begin their work in 
the new posts as of January 21.

1      “Based on strategic view, hasty judgments under 
the influence of emotions should be avoided. Depth of phe-
nomena and main factors of events and objectives behind 
those events should be examined by scientific methods,” 
the foreign minister explained.

The director of the Strategic Council on Foreign Re-
lations called his second suggestion “setting agenda for 
strategic dialogue”.

“There are many issues for negotiations between Iran 
and Arab countries. The important point is to prioritize the 
issues and know what helps the most the regional stability 

and security,” Kharrazi remarked.
He added, “I think the most important issue for talks 

among the Arabs and Iran is the way to counter the main 
enemy in the region, the Zionist regime of Israel.”

He cited regional security, stability and peace, the 
territorial integrity of regional countries and the ne-
cessity of economic and cultural convergence as issues 
that can be discussed.

Kharrazi’s third suggestion was “start of talks among 
the Iranian and Arab intellectuals”.

The Iranian and Arab intellectuals should hold talks 
and analyze developments and find solutions to regional 
problems, the veteran politician noted.

TEHRAN — Parliament 
Speaker Ali Larijani said 

on Wednesday that dialogue is the best 
tool to bridge the gap between Muslim 
countries in the region.

He made the remarks in a meeting 
with his Lebanese counterpart Nabih 

Berri who had participated in the Par-
liamentary Union of the OIC members 
(PUIC) conference in Tehran.

Larijani said Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution in his recent remarks underlined 
the importance of unity between Islam-
ic countries in the fight against the plots 

masterminded by hegemonic powers which 
requires vigilance and unity of Islamic coun-
tries, IRNA reported.

 “Restoration of peace and stability are 
among our aspirations and we hope the 
existing problems will be resolved through 
political means,” he said. 

Berri, for his part, said parliaments can 
play a more active role in resolving the current 
disputes and divisions.

Officials at Islamic countries should exer-
cise rationality to prevent sowing the seed of 
discord among religious sects, the Lebanese 
parliament speaker suggested. 

Zarif appoints new deputies

Kharrazi puts forward suggestions for Iran-Arab dialogue 

‘Dialogue needed to bridge gap between Muslim nations’

Syria, Iran will pass difficult stages successfully: Zarif
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New budget 
allocated for 
startups 

TEHRAN — Information and Communi-
cations Technology Minister Mohammad 

Javad Azari-Jahromi said on Wednesday that 5 trillion rials 
(nearly $112 million) has been allocated for the development 
of startups for the upcoming two years.

Azari-Jahromi said the budget can be handed to relevant 
institutions or it could be injected into the Iranian Venture 
Capital Association, Fars reported.

The ministry will announce all the fields which will be 
included in the budget within three weeks, he said.

He also said the plan will boost the energy of startups 
and new businesses as to be able to expand the country’s 
service sector.

The news comes amid reports that access to the websites 
of some startups has been blocked across the country.
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State bodies 
banned to receive 
bank interest 

TEHRAN — The joint committee of the 
Majlis studying the national budget bill 

has approved a law banning all state bodies from setting 
up deposit accounts to receive interest, the committee’s 
spokesman said on Wednesday.

Ali Asqar Yusofnejad said according to the new law, all 
state bodies are prohibited from receiving interest from their 
bank accounts, Mehr news agency reported.

He said the accounts which were set up before the law 
was approved are required to transfer their interest to the 
Treasury.

The new law will be applied to insurance companies, 
institutes, revolutionary organizations, parliament, etc., 
he explained.
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Policemen not 
armed during 
unrest: Ashtari

TEHRAN — Police Chief Brigadier Gen-
eral Hossein Ashtari has rejected claims 

that police forces shot dead a number of protesters in the 
recent unrest, saying none of the police units were armed 
with assault rifles.

Speaking to reporters on Wednesday, General Ashtari 
said police did not lose any forces in the riots, but many of 
the forces have been wounded, Tasnim reported.

He also said many of those arrested during the recent 
unrest on charges of involvement in riots have been released 
but their cases are still being investigated.

P O L I T I C S
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U.S. cannot set 
ultimatum for 
nuclear deal: 
Takht-Ravanchi 

TEHRAN — Majid Takht-Ravanchi, the 
deputy director of the presidential chief 

of staff for political affairs, says the U.S. “cannot impose 
conditions or set ultimatum” for the nuclear deal.

The remarks came after U.S. President Donald Trump 
set an ultimatum to fix what he called “disastrous flaws” in 
the landmark 2015 nuclear agreement, also known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Takht-Ravanchi said the European Union regards the 
JCPOA as one of its major achievements, and its support 
for the deal is not for economic reasons, ISNA reported on 
Wednesday. 

The EU considers the JCPOA as a foreign policy achieve-
ment and it is politically important for them to guard the 
agreement, added Takht-Ravanchi who involved in nearly 
two years of intensive negotiations in crafting the text of 
the nuclear agreement.
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Advisor: Trump 
going beyond 
his limits  

TEHRAN — Ali Akbar Velayati, a top 
foreign policy advisor to the Leader, on 

Wednesday vehemently rejected U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s ultimatum on the nuclear deal, saying he is going 
to “beyond his limits”.

“The nuclear deal negotiations will definitely not be 
repeated and nothing will be added or excluded from it. 
Therefore, the U.S. president’s claims are baseless,” Velayati 
was quoted by Fars as saying.

He also strongly rejected any possibility for talks over 
Iran’s missile program, saying Western countries’ claim that 
they need to negotiate with Iran on issues like missiles is an 
“excessive demand”.

P O L I T I C S
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Senior MP 
seeks strong 
parliamentary ties 
with Moscow 

TEHRAN — Ali Motahari, the deputy 
parliament speaker, said on Tuesday that 

expansion of parliamentary ties between Iran and Russia can 
facilitate improving political, economic and cultural relations.

Motahari made the remarks in a meeting with Sergey 
Gavrilov, chairman of the Duma committee on civil society, 
public and religious organizations.

He also highlighted the importance of establishing peace 
and stability in the Middle East, calling for the expansion of 
Tehran-Moscow relations to reach this end, ILNA reported.

Kharrazi proposes 
“strategic ties”, “strategic 

dialogue” and “talks among 
intellectuals” as three 

approaches to offset plots 
against regional countries.

TEHRAN — The parlia-
ment speakers of Oman 

and Lebanon on Wednesday separately met 
with President Hassan Rouhani while they 
were in Tehran to attend the summit of Par-
liamentary Union of the OIC states.

During his meeting with Oman’s Khaled 
bin Hilal Al Mawali, Rouhani said Iran is 
resolute to expand brotherly and all-out ties 
with Islamic countries.

Rouhani said enemies do not want unity 
and solidarity among Islamic countries.

“Ties between Iran and Oman have 
always been on the rise. Bilateral politi-
cal and cultural relations are at a unique 
level. Economic cooperation can be wid-
ened further through activating bilateral 
economic potential.”

He said Iran welcomes Omani invest-
ment in the Chabahar and Jask free zones, 
especially in transit.

For his part, al Mawali said, “We are 
resolute to expand bilateral economic 
ties with Iran further.”

The Omani official also lauded Iran’s 
human aid to Muslims across the world, 
and said talks and political solution is 
the only viable and most effective ap-
proach to establish peace and stability 
in this region.

Lebanese Speaker Nabih Berri in his meet-
ing with Rouhani thanked Iran for playing 
a positive role in political developments of 

the region, noting in the meantime that the 
United States’ recent move on recognition of 
al-Quds as capital of Israel is “destructive”.

Rouhani, for his part, hoped that Islamic 
countries realize their capabilities to fight 
trespassing powers back.

He also underlined that Iran at-
taches great importance to relations 
with Lebanon and stands by Beirut in 
resisting Israel.

  Berri: Some Arab rulers’ behavior 
unprecedented in history

In a meeting with Iranian Parliament 
Speaker on Wednesday, Berri said parlia-
ments have the capacity to resolve differ-
ences but so far these capacities have not 
been used properly.

Pointing to the importance of unity be-
tween Shia and Sunni Muslims, the veteran 
Lebanese politician said, “Fitna (sedition) 

in Muslim states means division among 
Muslims, and rulers of Muslim countries 
should halt such divisions through wisdom 
and prevent rift between Shia and Sunni.”

He also expressed hope that no Muslim 
would kill another Muslim. 

Berri also expressed regret over the policies 
adopted by some Arab nations, saying they 
are “behaving in a way that we have never 
seen their kind in the course of history”.



Turkey says the military operation it plans to launch against 
U.S.-backed Kurdish militants in the northwestern Syrian 
city of Afrin could expand to the nearby city of Manbij.

“Turkey’s precautions against YPG/PKK cannot be limited 
to only Afrin. There is also Manbij and east of the Euphrates 
River,” Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said in 
Canada’s Vancouver on Tuesday.

He was referring to the Kurdish People’s Protection Units 
(YPG), which Ankara views as a terror organization and the 
Syrian branch of the outlawed Kurdish Workers Party (PKK).

On Sunday, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced 
that Turkey will launch an attack on Afrin, which is con-
trolled by the YPG, “in the coming days” in a bid to “purge 
terror” from his country’s southern border.

The announcement came after the U.S. said it will work, 
along with a coalition of its allies purportedly fighting the 
Daesh terrorist group, with U.S.-backed militants of the 
the YPG-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) to set up a 
new 30,000-strong “border security” force.

The force would operate along the Turkish border with 
Iraq and within Syria along the Euphrates River.

Elsewhere in his comments, Cavusoglu warned that the 
U.S. initiative to set up a militant force near Syria’s border 
with Turkey “irreversibly harms” ties between the two NATO 
allies, which have already been tense over a range of issues, 
including Washington’s support for the Kurdish militants 
operating at Turkey’s doorstep.

“The U.S. has previously stated that the PYD/PKK was not 
their strategic partner, [that] in fact, they were only working 
together to defeat Daesh,” he noted, calling on Washington to 
fulfill its promise and take back the weapons it has provided 
to the militants. Syria Kurds urge action against Turkey

Meanwhile, the Syrian Kurdish Democratic Union Party 
(PYD), the YPG’s political wing, urged global action to stop 
the planned Turkish campaign in Afrin.

“We call on the international community ... to take re-
sponsibility towards more than a million people living in 
Afrin,” the PYD said in a statement on Wednesday.

It further asked the United Nations to take immediate 
action to turn Kurdish-held parts in northern and eastern 
Syria into a safe zone.

   Erdogan: NATO must take stance
Additionally on Tuesday, Erdogan called on the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to take a stance against 
the U.S. over its Syria border force plan.

“Hey NATO! You are obliged to make a stance against 
those who harass and violate the borders of your members,” 

he said while addressing his ruling party’s deputies in Ankara.
Turkey has already dispatched a convoy of over 40 mil-

itary vehicles and tanks to the country’s southern regions 
along the Syrian frontier.

The border force plan was announced amid ongoing peace 
talks between Syria’s warning sides within the Astana format 
with the mediation of Turkey, Iran and Russia.

It also elicited angry reactions from Syria, Russia and Iran.
Syria described the formation of such a border force as a 

“blatant assault” on its sovereignty. The Damascus govern-
ment is also opposed to Turkey’s unilateral military actions 
on its soil.

   U.S. bid ‘harmful’ to political efforts
Meanwhile, the Turkey-based Syrian National Coa-

lition (SNC) opposition group, which is involved in the 
peace process in the Kazakh capital of Astana, expressed 
strong reservations about the U.S. border force bid, 

warning that it would damage the political settlement 
of the Syria crisis. “A large, separate Kurdish force might 
open the door for a new political struggle in the region,” 
SNC chief negotiator Nasr al-Hariri said.

“Any force based on ethnicity or religion will be harmful 
to a political solution,” he added.

   Russia, Turkey foreign ministers discuss Syria 
by phone

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and his Turkish 
counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu discussed the conflict in Syria 
and the humanitarian situation in a phone conversation, the 
Russian Foreign Ministry said Wednesday.

“The ministers discussed preparations for the Syrian Na-
tional Dialogue Congress as a major milestone on the way 
to reaching a settlement in the Syrian political question,” 
the ministry said.

(Agencies)
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Turkey: Syria operation can’t be 
limited to Afrin

A United Nations agency aiding Palestin-
ian refugees in the Middle East, UNRWA, 
has censured the United States over its 
decision to cut funding for the body by 
more than half.

“The US has announced it will contribute 
$60 million to the program budget. There 
is for the moment no other indication of 
possible funding,” UNRWA spokesman 
Chris Gunness told AFP on Wednesday, 
a day after Washington made the move.

He called the decision “regrettable” and 
said it “dramatically reduced contribution 
results in the most severe funding crisis 
in the history of the agency.”

Even before the US move, UNRWA, 
which stands for the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East, had announced that it had 
started 2018 with a $174-million budget 
deficit.

Jordan’s al-Ghad paper reported on 
Tuesday that UNRWA had laid off more 
than 100 of its staffers in Jordan due to the 
US refusal to allow the transfer of financial 
aid to the agency.

According to Gunness, the $60 million 
would keep schools and hospitals open 
for the time being, but he said that it was 
dramatically less than the $350 million 
Washington had paid during 2017.

The agency aids five million registered 
Palestinian refugees in the 

UNRWA Commissioner-General Pierre 

Krähenbüh also reacted harshly by saying, 
“At stake is the dignity and human security 
of millions of Palestine refugees, in need 
of emergency food assistance and other 
support in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, and 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.”

He said he would appeal to other donor 
nations for money and launch “a global 
fundraising campaign.”

Other reactions
The Palestinian Liberation Organization 

(PLO) also reacted angrily to the US move, 
saying the decision targeted “the most vul-
nerable segment of the Palestinian people” 
and deprived the refugees “of the right to 
education, health, shelter and a dignified 
life,” according to the Associated Press.

Both Krähenbüh and the PLO also 
warned about other consequences.

“The reduced contribution also impacts 
regional security at a time when the Mid-
dle East faces multiple risks and threats, 
notably that of further radicalization,” 
Krähenbüh said.

The PLO said that the cut in aid “is 
also creating conditions that will generate 
further instability throughout the region 
and will demonstrate that it [US] has no 
compunction in targeting the innocent.”

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
also warned that “vital services” being pro-
vided to the Palestinian people through 
UNRWA would be impacted.

(Source: Press TV)

U.S. Donald Trump’s view of world trade 
will be challenged next week when he vis-
its the World Economic Forum (WEF) at 
Davos, judging by a paper seen by Reuters 
on Wednesday that is aimed squarely at 
his “America First” stance.

The “Strategic Brief on Misconceptions 
around Trade Balances” issued by the WEF’s 
network of trade experts did not mention 
Trump by name. But it took issue with his 
administration’s understanding of inter-
national commerce. “A widely held view 
is that a country’s trade balance is a key 
measure of its international commercial 
success,” said co-authors Harvard profes-
sor Robert Lawrence and Princeton fellow 
Yeling Tan in the paper, which is due to be 
presented and debated at Davos.

“Currently, invoking this reasoning, the 
administration is seeking to reduce the 
trade deficit by renegotiating U.S. trade 
agreements and adopting more protec-
tionist U.S. policies.”

Trump has railed against the U.S. trade 
deficit with China, hobbled the World Trade 
Organization by blocking judicial appoint-
ments, pulled out of the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership trade talks and antagonized Canada 
and Mexico by demanding a revamp of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement.

The Davos paper said Trump’s admin-
istration believed “unfair” trade had led 
to large trade deficits and job losses, but 
policies based on such thinking could end 

up harming the people they aimed to help.
The authors said similar narratives had 

also emerged in other countries and regions 
but did not name them.

They set out seven examples of sloppy 
thinking on trade, illustrated by graphs 
showing that the relationship between 
imports and U.S. domestic employment 
had been “overwhelmingly positive” and 
that larger U.S. trade deficits had been 
associated with faster jobs growth.

The first example was that “trade deficits 
are bad, trade surpluses are good”. Both 
deficits and surpluses may be bad or good, 
and the trade balance was a function of 
national saving and investment, not trade 
policies. Other examples were “imports are 
the cause of the decline in manufacturing 
jobs” and “trade agreements will increase 
the deficit”. Trump’s Jan. 26 speech at Davos 
comes as his administration prepares for a 
penultimate round of NAFTA talks and as 
he considers imposing broad restrictions on 
steel and aluminum imports, a policy which 
is aimed at China but risks rebounding on 
the European Union.

It was wrong to think that imposing a 
tax on imports would create manufacturing 
jobs, the Davos paper said.

“New barriers to trade could disrupt 
production and reduce rather than increase 
domestic employment in both the protected 
industries and those that use their outputs.”

(Source: Reuters)

U.S. cutting of aid for UNRWA 
censured

Davos paper attacks Trump’s views on 
trade

Russia, Turkey foreign ministers discuss Syria by phone

Syria’s top parliamentarian says Jerusalem al-Quds belongs to the 
Islamic world, stressing that Muslims will exercise their right to 
stand against the Israeli regime’s occupation of the ancient city.

The Speaker of People’s Council of Syria Hammouda Youssef 
Sabbagh made the remarks in an address to the 13th Session of 
the Parliamentary Union of the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC) Conference in Tehran on Wednesday.

Muslims will make endeavors to redeem al-Quds as it is their 
right to do so, he said, adding that “the cancerous tumor of Israel” 
should be removed.

The top Syrian lawmaker also said terrorists have joined forces 
against Syria and Palestine due to their support for the anti-Israel 
resistance front, adding, however, that their attempts will fail.

Last month, U.S. President Donald Trump announced that 
Washington was recognizing Jerusalem al-Quds as the “capital” 
of Israel and would soon relocate the American embassy from 
Tel Aviv to the holy city. The announcement drew widespread 
condemnation and stirred protests against the U.S. and Israel.

The United Nations General Assembly voted by a resounding 
majority to reject Trump’s Jerusalem al-Quds move.

Israel lays claim to the whole Jerusalem al-Quds, but the 
international community views the ancient city’s eastern sector 
as occupied land and Palestinians consider it as the capital of 
their future state.

Elsewhere in his address, the parliament speaker warned that 
terrorists are targeting the Syrian nation’s resistance and seek 
to replace its dignified peace with a “humiliating” one, but that 
the holy religion of Islam is against such a peace.

Syria will remain alive until it can guarantee the fundamental 
rights of its people, whether Muslims or Christians, he pointed out.

The official further called on the OIC member states to pass 
resolutions that foster a campaign against terrorism and show 
that true Islam is opposed to the scourge.

He referred to Syria’s alliance with Iran and other partners, 
saying it has helped the Arab country make many achievements 
in its fight against terrorism.

Sabbagh hailed the Islamic Republic’s resistance against op-
pression and terrorism, and expressed gratitude to the Iranian 
Leadership, government, parliament and nation for standing 
by Syria.

Parliament speakers, deputy parliament speakers, and par-
liamentary delegations from 44 countries attended the Tehran 
event. The conference kicked off on Saturday and will wrap up 
later today.

(Source: Press TV)

Muslims will keep alive 
resistance against Quds 
occupation: Syria

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas says the holy city 
of Jerusalem al-Quds can be the gate to either peace or war, and 
that it is up to the United States to decide which path to choose.

Addressing al-Azhar International Conference on Jerusalem 
al-Quds in Cairo on Wednesday, Abbas denounced as “sinful” 
President Donald Trump’s recent decision to recognize the city 
as Israel’s “capital.”

Washington, he noted, disqualified itself as a broker in the 
long-stalled negotiations between Israelis and Palestinian aimed 
at resolving the decades-long conflict.

In December 2017, Trump said Washington was recognizing 
Jerusalem al-Quds as the “capital” of Israel and planning to 
relocate the American embassy from Tel Aviv to the holy city.

The announcement drew widespread condemnation and led 
to mass protests against the US and Israel.

Abbas said the US has defied international law and resolu-
tions to declare the city, which itself has regarded as occupied 
territory, as the “capital” of Israel.

He also stressed that Palestinians would file a lawsuit with 
the International Criminal Court and “continue to peacefully 
pursue our demands until we win back our rights.”

Since 1977, the United Nations General Assembly and Security 
Council have approved 750 and 86 resolutions, respectively, 
over Palestine, none of which have been fully enforced, Abbas 
pointed out.

The United Nations General Assembly rejected Trump’s Je-
rusalem al-Quds move in a vote on December 21, 2017.

Israel lays claim to the whole Jerusalem al-Quds, but the 
international community views the ancient city’s eastern sector 
as occupied land and Palestinians consider it as the capital of 
their future state.

(Source: al Alam)

‘Quds can be gate to peace or 
war; U.S. must pick one’

Trump is healthy thanks to ‘good genes’
U.S. President Donald Trump’s health is “excellent,” probably 
thanks to his “good genes,” says the White House military 
doctor.

Trump’s military physician, U.S. Navy Rear Admiral 
Ronny Jackson, made the comments at an unusual brief-
ing on Tuesday, asserting that the president had himself 
asked for the assessment amid allegations that he is not 
mentally fit for office.

“The president’s overall health is excellent,” Jackson 
said. “His cardiac performance during his physical exam 
was very good, he continues to enjoy the significant, long-
term cardiac and overall health benefits that come from a 
lifetime of abstinence from tobacco and alcohol… All data 
indicates the president is healthy and will remain so for the 
duration of his presidency.”

This is while, the president does not do any exercises, eats 
so much fast food and drinks so much Diet Coke.

“It’s called genetics, I don’t know, some people have 
good genes,” Jackson argued, adding that he just has 
a high cholesterol, which is being treated by the drug 
Crestor.

   Scoring 30 out of 30: Trump ‘cognitive ability’
The doctor further asserted that the president currently 

“doesn’t have a dedicated, defined exercise program,” but 

that could “easily change.”
“We talked about diet and exercise a lot, he’s more en-

thusiastic about the diet part than the exercise part, but we 
will do both,” Jackson said.

Based on a scale used by the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC), the 239-pound president 
is one pound away from being considered obese.

Jackson also defended the Republican president’s “cog-
nitive ability.”

“I’ve seen him every day,” he said. “I had absolutely no 
concerns about his cognitive ability or his neurological 
functions.”

Trump allegedly scored a 30 out of 30 when he was given 
the Montreal Cognitive Assessment.

“I can reliably say, and the folks in the mental health 
community would back me up on that, that if he had some 
type of mental cognitive issue that this test is sensitive enough 
to pick up on that,” Jackson said.

He further undermined allegations that Trump is not 
mentally fit to serve as the U.S. president.

“People shouldn’t be making the assessments about 
the president unless they’ve had the opportunity to get 
to know him and examine him,” Jackson said. “In my 
opinion, that’s just tabloid psychiatry. I’m not going to 
address it or fall into responding to those questions or 
accusations.”

Trump also takes Propecia, a prescription medicine meant 
to address male hair loss, Jackson said.

(Source: agencies)
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GDP growth at 
4.5% in H1

Bank loans to 
economic sector 
rises 5.5% in 9 
months yr/yr

Iranian trade 
delegation to 
visit Thailand 
in late Feb.

Non-oil exports 
to China 
up 27% 

TEHRAN — Iran’s growth of gross do-
mestic product (GDP) stood at 4.5 percent 

in the first half of the preset Iranian calendar year 1396 
(ended September 22, 2017), based on the fixed prices in 
the Iranian year 1390 (ended March 19, 2012), Central 
bank of Iran (CBI) reported.

Gross domestic product in the said period stood at 3.539 
quadrillion rials (about $80.633 billion) showing 4.5 per-
cent growth from 3.386 quadrillion rials (about $77.147 
billion) in the first half of 1395, the same report confirmed.

Iran’s growth of GDP, including oil sector, hit 12.5 
percent in the previous Iranian calendar year 1395 (ended 
on March 20, 2017), CBI reported in last June.

The increase in production and exports of oil in 1395 
contributes to the main part of the registered 12.5 percent 
growth; however, excluding oil, the growth also recorded 
a positive trend. Accordingly, Iran’s economic growth, not 
including the oil sector, stood at 3.3 percent last year, up 
from -3.1 percent in year 1394.

TEHRAN — Iranian banking system’s 
offered facilities to domestic economic 

sectors during the first nine months of the current Iranian 
year (March 21-December 21, 2017) increased by 5.5 percent, 
in comparison with the same period in the year before, IRIB 
news reported on Wednesday.

As reported, 4.036 quadrillion rials (about $91.957 billion) 
of loans were granted to Iranian economic sector in the said 
time, registering 210 billion rials (about $4.784 million) growth 
compared to the same time in the preceding year.

Working capital loans paid to different economic sectors 
was above 2.515 quadrillion rials (about $57.302 billion) 
accounting for 62.3 percent of the total provided facilities 
in the said period, registering a 2.6 percent increase from the 
previous year.

TEHRAN – Iran’s non-oil exports to 
China stood at $6.1 billion in January-

November period of 2017, registering a 27 percent increase 
compared to the preceding year’s same time span.

According to Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization 
(TPO) office of public relations, oil exports considered, 
Iran’s trade balance with China registered $400 million 
surplus during the mentioned period, IRIB news reported 
on Wednesday.

The two countries total trade is estimated to be $37 
billion for 2017, of which over $7 billion is the share of 
non-oil commodities.
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Bank of America profit slumps on 
$2.9b tax charge

Davos paper attacks Trump’s 
views on trade
U.S. Donald Trump’s view of world trade 
will be challenged next week when he vis-
its the World Economic Forum (WEF) at 
Davos, judging by a paper seen by Reuters 
on Wednesday that is aimed squarely at 
his “America First” stance.

The “Strategic Brief on Misconcep-
tions around Trade Balances” issued by 
the WEF’s network of trade experts did not 
mention Trump by name. But it took issue 
with his administration’s understanding 
of international commerce.

“A widely held view is that a country’s 
trade balance is a key measure of its interna-
tional commercial success,” said co-authors 
Harvard professor Robert Lawrence and 
Princeton fellow Yeling Tan in the paper, 
which is due to be presented and debated 
at Davos.

“Currently, invoking this reasoning, 
the administration is seeking to reduce the 
trade deficit by renegotiating U.S. trade 
agreements and adopting more protec-
tionist U.S. policies.”

Trump has railed against the U.S. 
trade deficit with China, hobbled the 
World Trade Organization by blocking 

judicial appointments, pulled out of the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade talks and 
antagonized Canada and Mexico by de-
manding a revamp of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement.

The Davos paper said Trump’s admin-
istration believed “unfair” trade had led 
to large trade deficits and job losses, but 
policies based on such thinking could end 
up harming the people they aimed to help.

The authors said similar narratives 
had also emerged in other countries and 
regions but did not name them.

They set out seven examples of sloppy 
thinking on trade, illustrated by graphs 
showing that the relationship between 
imports and U.S. domestic employment 
had been “overwhelmingly positive” and 
that larger U.S. trade deficits had been 
associated with faster jobs growth.

The first example was that “trade deficits 
are bad, trade surpluses are good”. Both 
deficits and surpluses may be bad or good, 
and the trade balance was a function of 
national saving and investment, not trade 
policies.

(Source: Reuters) 

1     Last July, Ali-Moham-
mad Bossaqzadeh, the production control 
director of NPC, announced that seven new 
petrochemical projects were planned to be 
implemented in the country by the end of 
the current calendar year (March 20, 2018).

He put petrochemical output at 51 million 
tons in the past calendar year, saying that 
the figure is estimated to reach 56 million 

tons by the end of this year, posting a record 
for the second consecutive year.

Iran is among the few countries which 
have all kinds of petrochemical feedstock, 
according to the previous NPC Managing 
Director Marziyeh Shahdaie.

Given that the country ranks the first and 
fourth in the world in terms of gas and oil 
reserves, respectively, no country enjoys 

feedstock as much as Iran to develop its 
petrochemical industry, according to Oil 
Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh.

The future of Iranian petrochemical 
industry is promising after the implementation 

of JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
which lifted sanction against Iran in January 
2016), Zanganeh said in the 13th edition of 
Iran Petrochemical Forum (IPF), which was 
held in Tehran in last April.

TEHRAN — Airbus has 
said it keeps on working 

with Iran Air and the Iranian authorities on 
the execution of the plane purchase agree-
ment in full compliance with the nuclear 
deal requirements and other applicable 
regulations.

Iran warned Wednesday that its multi-
billion dollar deals for Airbus planes had 
been thrown into doubt by U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s attacks on the nuclear deal.

“Considering Mr Trump’s stance on 
pulling out of the JCPOA (nuclear deal) 
we must make sure that the licences will 

remain valid... regardless of any decision 
taken by U.S.,” deputy transport minister 
Asghar Fakhrieh Kashan told ILNA news 
agency, AFP reported.

“As long as uncertainties are not resolved, 
we will not provide down payments,” he said.

“Because of these negotiations, there can 

be delays in payments.”
“In the most pessimistic case, if America 

wanted to pull out of the JCPOA, then it can 
be expected that the executive apparatus too 
will obey this decision.”

Iran Air has so far received three Airbus 
planes from its 100-plane order.

Bitcoin steadied on Wednesday in the wake 
of a 23 percent plunge that rocked the global 
market for digital assets and sparked deeper 
questions about its future.

The world’s biggest cryptocurrency was 
little changed at $10,599 as of 10:06 a.m. in 
London. It rebounded as much as 10 per-
cent earlier, after falling to within $50 of 
the $10,000 level. That buoyed other large 
cryptocurrencies, with ripple and ethereum 
also fluctuating between gains and losses.

It’s been a week of reckoning for the cryp-
tomarket, with some $300 billion knocked off 
its market value in three days. Reports have 
mounted in various countries of regulators 
trying to curb an explosion of speculation in 
digital coins and potential fraud. Meanwhile 
Bitcoin’s market share is dropping as research 
increases into rival names -- from Bitcoin 
Cash and Stellar to sub-$1 billion coins like 

Ox, Qash, even Golem.
“Cryptocurrency holders are trying to de-

cide whether to abandon Bitcoin,” said Steven 
Englander, head of research and strategy with 
Rafiki Capital. “The dilemma is that once you 
stop pricing Bitcoin and its derivatives as new 
assets that will head to the moon, the pricing 
model is more conventional and much less 
breathtaking,” he said in a note to clients.

The selloff has shaken retail investors, who 
are considered the mainstay of the investing 
public, as an asset class that has no conventional 
valuation model is bewildering for those who 
are looking to buy the dip.

“I have a zen philosophy that you just go 
with the flow,” said George Tasick, a part-time 
cryptocurrency trader in Hong Kong whose 
day job is making fireworks. “I’m not really 
changing my behavior in any way.”

Speculators across the globe are struggling 

to determine when or how market watchdogs 
may rein in an industry that’s decentralized 
and derives much of its value from anonymous 
ownership. Many assertions that digital coins 
represent a bubble have triggered double-digit 
selloffs over the past year, only to be followed 
by rebounds.

In South Korea, shutting down cryptocur-
rency exchanges is still an option amid ongoing 
discussions, Finance Minister Kim Dong-yeon 
said in an interview with TBS radio Jan. 16. 
Kim said there’s irrational speculation and 
that rational regulation was needed.

“It’s going to be very tough in a liberal 
democracy like South Korea if you have a 
huge constituent in the population that’s 
involved” in cryptocurrencies, said Arthur 
Hayes, chief executive officer of crypto-coin 
trading platform BitMEX. “How’s the govern-
ment going to curtail it and still get votes in 

the next election? It’ll be very interesting to 
see how that all plays out.”

China, meanwhile, is set to escalate its 
clampdown on cryptocurrency trading, 
targeting online platforms and mobile apps 
that offer exchange-like services, according 
to people familiar with the matter.

In the U.S., state regulators are becoming 
more active with BitConnect shuttering its 
cryptocurrency exchange and lending operation 
after receiving two cease-and-desist letters 
from the Texas State Securities Board and 
North Carolina Secretary of State Securities 
Division for the unauthorized sale of securities 
and suffering from denial-of-service attacks.

Hayes said he is telling clients the “ex-
treme” price swings seen in cryptocurrencies 
are normal and Bitcoin is “not a market that 
goes up and down in a very measured fashion.”

(Source: Bloomberg)

European car sales reached a 10-year high 
last year as widening economic growth 
boosted consumer confidence, with SUVs 
from French manufacturers Peugeot and 
Renault, Italian competitor Alfa Romeo and 
Japanese rival Toyota propelling demand.

Registrations in 2017 increased 3.3 per-
cent to 15.6 million vehicles, the Brussels-
based European Automobile Manufacturers’ 
Association, or ACEA, said Wednesday in a 
statement. The figure was the highest since 
a record 16 million autos were delivered in 
2007. December sales dropped 4.8 percent 
from a year earlier to 1.14 million vehicles, 
hurt by extra days off for Christmas versus 
the 2016 period.

The economy of the countries sharing 
the euro probably expanded at its fastest 
rate in a decade last year, according to 
European Central Bank estimates, and 
unemployment is at the lowest since 2009 
across the region, including all-time lows 
in Germany and Poland. Sport utility ve-
hicles gaining customers in 2017 included 
Renault SA’s Captur and the Logan MCV 
Stepway from the company’s Dacia division, 
as well as the newly introduced Peugeot 
5008 and Citroen C3 Aircross from PSA 
Group and Alfa Romeo’s Stelvio.

The European car market’s growth 
is likely to slow in 2018, with Renault 

predicting a 1 percent gain and research 
company Evercore ISI foreseeing “flat” 
demand. Sales in the U.K., which fell 5.7 
percent in 2017, will probably remain 
a drag on the region’s figures amid car 
buyers’ uncertainty over how Britain’s 
pending exit from the European Union will 
affect household budget, LMC Automo-
tive consulting company said in a report 
last month. Customers’ questions about 
the future of diesel technology will also 

hold back demand.
Among the top 10 car sellers in Europe, 

Toyota Motor Corp. posted the steepest in-
crease last year, at 12 percent. The Japanese 
company said a week ago that European 
demand for its compact crossover RAV4 
hybrid surged 31 percent in 2017. Renault’s 
group European sales rose 6.7 percent, 
helped by Dacia’s 12 percent gain. A 30 
percent jump at Alfa Romeo contributed 
to a 5.2 percent increase at parent Fiat 

Chrysler Automobiles NV, whose main 
Fiat marque sold 4.5 percent more cars.

Group passenger-model sales by Volk-
swagen AG, Europe’s biggest automaker, 
rose 2.1 percent in 2017 as the Spanish 
division Seat introduced the Ateca and 
Arona SUVs in the region and the luxury 
Porsche marque refreshed its Cayenne 
model, making up for declines at the name-
sake VW brand and Audi premium unit. 
The German company published figures 
separately Wednesday showing its global 
sales rose 4.3 percent to a record 10.7 
million cars, trucks and buses, putting 
it on track to protect its No. 1 worldwide 
industry ranking.

European sales at Daimler AG’s Mer-
cedes-Benz division, the world’s biggest 
luxury-car maker, jumped 6.4 percent on 
demand for SUVs like the GLC coupe as well 
as the latest version of the brand’s E-Class 
sedan. Competitor BMW AG’s namesake 
marque lagged behind with a 0.5 percent 
gain in European registrations as customers 
awaited rollouts of the all-new X2 crosso-
ver and full-size X7 SUV and overhauled 
models including the 5-Series sedan.

The ACEA reports figures from the 28 
EU countries, excluding Malta, as well as 
Switzerland, Norway and Iceland.

(Source: Bloomebrg)

Bank of America Corp’s (BAC.N) fourth-
quarter profit nearly halved as it booked 
a $2.9 billion charge stemming from the 
new federal tax law.

Other large U.S banks, including JP-
Morgan Chase & Co (JPM.N) and Citigroup 
Inc (C.N), have also reported charges in 
their fourth-quarter results because the 
new law requires them to reassess their 
deferred tax assets and pay tax on profits 
kept abroad.

Excluding the tax charge, Bank of 
America earned $5.3 billion, or 47 cents 
per share.

According to Thomson Reuters I/B/
E/S, excluding the tax charge and another 
item, the company earned 48 cents per 
share compared with the average estimate 
of 44 cents.

Total revenue, net of interest expense, 
rose about 2 percent to $20.44 billion as 
gains in interest income helped offset the 
tax charge and decrease in fixed-income 
trading revenue.

Trading revenue was weak for U.S. 
banks in the fourth quarter compared 
with a year earlier when investors actively 

changed positions around the U.S. presi-
dential elections. At Bank of America, 
adjusted trading revenue fell 9 percent 
from this quarter last year.

The bank’s net interest income rose 
11.4 percent to $11.46 billion as rising 
interest rates helped it charge more on 
its loan.

The Federal Reserve increased the in-
terest rates thrice in 2017 bringing the 
overnight funds rate to 1.25 percent-1.50 
percent.

Bank of America’s large stock of depos-
its and rate-sensitive mortgage securities 
make the lender particularly responsive 
to a rise in interest rates.

The bank’s non-interest expenses fell 
1 percent to $13.27 billion.

The lender’s net income, which includes 
the tax charge, fell to $2.37 billion, or 20 
cents per share, for the quarter ended 
Dec. 31 from $4.54 billion, or 39 cents 
per share, in the year earlier period.

Bank of America’s shares were up 
0.4 percent at $31.35 in light premar-
ket trading.

(Source: Reuters)

COMMODITIES

CURRENCIES

STOCK MARKET 

USD 43,900 rials
EUR 54,800 rials

GBP 60,500 rials

AED 11,800 rials

TEDPIX 98923.6
IFX 1093.07

Brent $68.81/b

WTI $63.53/b

OPEC Basket $67.78/b

Gold $1,335.80/oz

Silver $17.22/oz

Platinium $1,008.20/oz

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

 Source: Mehrnews.com

Sources: Oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

Iran exports 
over $8.5b 
petrochemicals 
in 9 months

Bitcoin steadies after slump shakes global cryptocurrency market

European car sales rise to 10-year high on Peugeot, Renault SUVs

TEHRAN — Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) 

plans to dispatch a trade delegation to Thailand on February 
19-23, the portal of ICCIMA announced.

Aimed for facilitating development of economic relations 
between the two countries, the delegation is going to be led 
by ICCIMA Head Gholam-Hossein Shafe’i.

The delegation will be comprised of renowned Iranian 
businessmen and entrepreneurs active in various economic 
areas.

Airbus says keeps on working with Iran on plane purchase deal
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Algeria signs with Vitol for first 
oil-to-refined products deal 

European ports expect, 
encourage growth of LNG 

Algeria’s state-run Sonatrach signed an 
agreement with oil-trader Vitol Group to 
ship crude to Italy to be processed and sent 
back as refined products, in the first deal of its 
kind to trim the country’s $2 billion annual 
bill for imported fuel.

Sonatrach selected Vitol, the world’s larg-
est independent oil trader, from among five 
companies that participated in a tender to 
ship its crude outside the country and have 
it sent back as refined fuel, Chief Executive 
Officer Abdelmoumen Ould Kaddour told 
reporters on Tuesday during a trip to Algiers 
from a natural gas field south of the capital. 
Officials signed the agreement on Monday, 
he said. A Vitol media official in London de-
clined to comment.

Algeria will start by shipping a 1 million-bar-
rel cargo through Vitol to a refinery in Italy in 
February, according to a person familiar with 
the situation, who asked not to be identified 
because the information hasn’t been made 

public. The amount of future shipments will 
vary according to Algeria’s needs, the person 
said.

“We don’t want to continue to import $2 
billion of fuel per year,” Ould Kaddour told 
reporters. Separately, the North African coun-
try is also looking to buy a stake in a refinery 
overseas, he said, without giving more details.

Algeria depends heavily on oil and natu-
ral gas sales and is seeking to strengthen an 
economy squeezed by falling crude revenue. 
The OPEC nation’s oil production dropped 
to 1.03 million barrels a day by the end of 
last year from 1.27 million barrels a day in 
January 2012, according to data compiled 
by Bloomberg. Algeria is the ninth-biggest 
producer among the 14-member Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries.

Algeria’s gas exports were unchanged 
last year at 55 billion cubic meters, Ould 
Kaddour said.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Oil prices weakened following early gains on 
Wednesday, but remained underpinned by 
tightening supply and strong global demand.

Tighter fundamentals have lifted both 
crude futures benchmarks about 13 percent 
above levels in early December, helped by 
production curbs by OPEC and Russia, as 
well as by healthy demand growth.

Brent crude futures were at $69.94 a 
barrel at 0946 GMT, down 21 cents from 
the last close, after hitting $69.37. Brent on 
Monday rose to $70.37 a barrel, its highest 
since December 2014.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude 
futures were at $63.60 a barrel, down 13 
cents on the day and down from $63.89 
earlier. WTI hit $64.89 on Tuesday, also 
the highest since December 2014.

“Currently there is no reason to believe 
that there has been a significant change in 
the underlying fundamental sentiment and 
the sell-off is, so far, viewed as a technical 
correction,” said Tamas Varga, analyst with 
PVM Oil Associates in London.

The Organization of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries and Russia have been 
curbing production since January last year 
and the cuts are set to last through 2018.

The curbs have coincided with healthy 
demand and solid economic growth, and as 
a result the market has tightened, helping 
to push prices up more than 50 percent 
from June 2017.

But markets may come under pressure 
from rising U.S. production, analysts say.

On Tuesday, the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration said it expected the coun-
try’s oil output to rise in February, with 

production from shale rising by 111,000 
barrels per day (bpd) to 6.55 million bpd.

U.S. crude output is expected to soon 
break through 10 million bpd, challenging 
top producers Russia and Saudi Arabia.

Norbert Ruecker, head of commodity 
research at Swiss bank Julius Baer, also said 
that “hedge fund expectations for further 
rising prices have reached excessive levels,” 
threatening prices.

Money managers have raised the bullish 
positions in WTI and Brent crude futures 
and options to a record, according to data 
from the U.S. Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission and the Intercontinental 
Exchange.

BMI Research said seasonally high refin-
ing run rates from the northern hemisphere 
winter season were set to fall substantially 
as the end of winter approaches.

Brent spot crude futures contracts have 
already moved out of winter, now trading 
for March delivery.

“This will act as a substantial drag on 
global crude demand in Q1 and feeds into 
our bearish short-term outlook on Brent,” 
BMI said.

(Source: Reuters)

We are taught from a young age that it is possible to have 
too much of a good thing. Too many sweets will make you 
sick, staying up too late will leave you overtired and, as we 
get older, most eventually learn it is better to exit a party 
when you are still having fun.

But for hedge funds operating in the oil market — who 
have established a record bet on rising prices —Brent’s rally 
to $70 a barrel is not yet the signal to trigger a self-imposed 
curfew.

As prices hit levels not seen since the oil crash started in 
late 2014, a growing band of traders expect money managers 
from Mayfair to Connecticut to double-down on crude, de-
spite warnings that the speculative overhang could trigger 
a sell-off if enough decide to cash in their profits.

This argument may at first glance seem surprising. His-
torically when funds have amassed a billion-barrel-plus 
position — the equivalent of more than 10 days of global 
oil consumption — it has been a strong signal the market 
is overextended and a significant pullback is near. There is 
simply too much froth.

But this time, even with spot prices up 58 percent since 
June and funds sitting on 1.1bn barrels of Brent and U.S. 
crude, there are reasons to think it could be different.

The key is that oil prices are finally signaling that the 

market is genuinely getting tighter. This is not just reflected 
in the spot price rally but in the large gap that has opened 
up between prices for delivery in the near term and those 
far in the future with the December 2018 Brent contract 
currently trading at $66 a barrel.

This market structure, known as backwardation, not 
only signals that traders are prepared to pay up for real 
physical cargoes — an important indicator of improv-
ing fundamentals — but also allows investors to earn a 
healthy yield.

The method is simple: by selling more expensive spot 
contracts and buying cheaper later dated ones each month, 
even if Brent stays flat near $70 a barrel for all of 2018 
they will capture a more than 5 percent return. For funds 
and passive investors in commodity-focused ETFs, this 
makes stomaching the regular ups-and-downs of crude 
prices more palatable.

When compared with a roughly 2.5 percent yield on 
10-year U.S. Treasuries or the S&P 500’s 12-month trail-
ing dividend of 1.8 percent, traders see the possibility of 
more hot money coming into crude. Especially should 
concerns about inflation pick up or investors become 
wary of further gains in equities.

While funds already hold a record number of oil con-

tracts they are not yet as invested in cash terms as when 
oil was at $115 a barrel in mid-2014, as lower prices mean 
lower margins. There are more bullets in the cartridge.

Such speculative yield-driven trades cannot, however, 
survive in isolation. If the underlying fundamentals of 
the oil market were weak, talk of oil as a yielding asset 
would quickly evaporate as spot prices plunged lower.

But despite concerns that $70 oil could bring on more 
fast-growing U.S. shale output and reinvigorate investment 
in longer-term supplies, the cyclical nature of the oil market 
has kept drawing funds in. Demand, for one, is robust, 
helped by relatively low prices and the strongest global 
economy since the financial crisis with oil consumption 
growing at double the pace of the first four years of this 
decade. Crude at $70 may trim that but not stop it.

While new supplies via legacy projects of the $100-era 
arrive in 2018, the pipeline of fresh non-shale output will 
soon dry up due to three years of constrained investment.

And although some crude will likely seep out of OPEC 
because of the lure of stronger prices, the net amount is 
likely to be kept in check by problems in cartel members 
such as Venezuela, where the odds of hard-to-reverse output 
declines look heavily stacked.

(Source: Financial Times)

The bullish momentum for global clean energy investment, 
which rose 3 percent to $333.5 billion in 2017, will continue 
this year.

There was significant progress in the transition to cleaner 
energy in 2017, and 2018 should see more of the same. New 
solar installations will top 100 GW this year, with China likely 
to make up about half of that total, according to a new report 
from Bloomberg New Energy Finance (BNEF), which lays out 
some key predictions for 2018.

However, beginning this year, BNEF says that new countries 
will become relevant in the race for clean energy, including 
sizable solar installations slated for Latin America, Southeast 
Asia, the Middle East and Africa.

Falling costs and proliferating installations of wind and solar 
are underpinning the sector’s growth. At the same time, cheaper 
inputs mean that developers can get more gigawatts of clean 
energy per dollar invested, which explains why the headline 
investment figure appears to not be growing by all that much.

There were some eye-popping figures and notable progress 
for new renewable energy projects in 2017. For instance, the 
tariffs for some onshore wind projects in Mexico dropped to 
a whopping $18.60 per MWh, a price that “would have been 
unthinkable only two or three years ago,” Angus McCrone, Chief 
Editor at Bloomberg New Energy Finance, wrote in the report.

Meanwhile, the cost of lithium-ion batteries plunged by 
an additional 24 percent last year, which raises the odds that 
by the mid-to-late 2020s, EVs could beat out conventional 
gasoline and diesel-powered vehicles not just on the life time 
cost, but even on upfront cost.

Battery costs will continue to decline this year, but at a slower 
rate than in the past. Soaring prices for cobalt and lithium 
carbonate will offset some of the declines in cost, to be sure, but 

BNEF still sees the average cost of battery packs falling by an 
additional 10 to 15 percent. Economies of scale, larger average 
battery pack size, and an additional 5 to 7 percent improve-
ment in energy density will continue to boost the economics 
of batteries, BNEF argues.

EV sales will hit 1.5 million units in 2018, and again, China 
will lead the way with more than half of that total.

The recent rally in oil prices (and somewhat for gas) will 
aid in the transition to cleaner energy, making wind, solar and 
EVs more competitive.

It isn’t all clear skies for clean energy, however, as there are 
some pitfalls on the horizon. Geopolitical surprises could run 
headlong into the aggressive bull rally in global stock markets, 
leading to a selloff. BNEF says that a war in the Middle East, 
or on the Korean peninsula, or even political turmoil in the 
U.S., could upset financial markets, which would spell trouble 

for clean energy.
On top of that, the ongoing withdrawal of monetary stimulus 

from the U.S., Europe and Japan could raise interest rates, 
raising the cost of capital and hurting the economics for clean 
energy, which is an industry characterized by low operating 
costs, but high capital costs.

In the U.S., the Trump administration could decide to slap 
tariffs on imported solar panels, a decision that is expected as 
soon as this week. If onerous, the solar tariffs could “boost local 
prices for PV modules and render a meaningful portion of the 
U.S. solar project pipeline economically unviable,” BNEF wrote.

Still, the Trump administration will be unable to arrest 
the decline of coal, regardless of what it says. Cold weather 
has led to a slight uptick in natural gas prices and may have 
temporarily boosted coal-fired generation a bit, but the sector 
is in structural decline. Natural gas production is expected to 
break new records this year, and BNEF forecasts Nymex prices 
to average about $3/MMBtu. Ultimately, 2018 is shaping up 
to be the second largest year for coal plant retirements, with 
an estimated 13 GW of capacity expected to be shut down.

With coal on the way out in the U.S., coal will make its “last 
stand” in India. Coal producers around the world have pinned 
their long-term hopes on India, but from 2019 onward, BNEF 
predicts, renewable energy will surpass fossil fuels in terms 
of new electricity generation. “This will be a major milestone 
for a country that most see as a key battleground for the fight 
to stabilize global greenhouse emissions growth,” BNEF says.

Overall, while the usual caveats about uncertainty regarding 
policy, regulation and the performance of financial markets 
apply, 2018 is shaping up to be another great one for renew-
able energy.

(Source: oilprice.com)

Two of Europe’s largest ports are pushing 
forward with LNG initiatives and expecting 
to see growth in 2018.

The port of Rotterdam, Europe’s largest 
port and home to the Gate LNG terminal, has 
been courting LNG business for several years, 
and the port hopes to take advantage of recent 
growth and the expectation of continued growth 
in the sector that is linked to upcoming IMO 
sulfur emissions restrictions. 

In a statement, Dutch National Harbour-
master René de Vries said “We expect that by 
2020, LNG bunkering will be a routine operation 
in the port of Rotterdam.” 

The port’s first LNG bunker vessel, Shell’s 
Cardissa, began operations in 2017.

The statement from Rotterdam’s Port Au-
thority said the port is prepared for an expedited 
transition from fuel oil to LNG in the shipping 
industry as a whole and has worked to prepare 
its systems and staff for the transition.

“The Port Authority wants to encourage the 

transition from fuel oil to Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) as a transport fuel for the shipping 
sector. The relevant legislation and regulations 
have been improved and updated to enable 
the smoother bunkering of LNG,” the state-
ment said.

A similarly bullish outlook was reported 
by the French port of Dunkirk. 

“After several difficult years, liquid bulks 
are benefitting from the opening of the LNG 
terminal,” a statement from the port said. 

The Dunkirk LNG Terminal, France’s largest 
LNG facility, is also the largest terminal to come 
online in the last five years, according to the 
International Gas Union’s 2017 world report. 

In its first year of operation, the port said the 
terminal recorded 866,000 tons of LNG. The 
port told Lloyd’s List that it expects to increase 
that volume by threefold due to its planned 
transshipments of LNG from Russia’s Yamal 
LNG project in 2018.

(Source: lngworldshipping.com)

Oil loses early gains, but 
still well supported 
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Oil-betting funds are having their cake and eating it

2018: a breakout year for clean energy

OPEC under pressure as oil 
rally continues 

The surge of Brent crude prices over the last few weeks to $70 
may be rattling OPEC, raising questions about the longevity of 
the collective production cuts.

Top OPEC officials surely did not expect such a dramatic run 
up in prices, at least not this early in the year. Both OPEC and the 
IEA have forecasted a rebound in crude storage levels in the first half 
of this year, a trend that was thought to keep a lid on any price rally. 
The working assumption was that oil prices wouldn’t dramatically 
improve until mid-2018.

Against that backdrop, OPEC officials didn’t think they would 
have to answer too many questions about the group’s plan until its 
June meeting. But with Brent at $70, the market is watching for clues 
about OPEC’s resolve — and some tiny cracks appear to be forming.

Russia’s energy minister said last week that OPEC and the non-
OPEC coalition would begin discussing the possibility of a “smooth 
exit” from the production cuts, according to Reuters. Russian energy 
minister Alexander Novak also tried to tamp down concerns about 
prices rising too much too fast, arguing that the rally was likely tem-
porary. “We see that the market is becoming balanced. We see that 
the market surplus is decreasing, but the market is not completely 
balanced yet,” he told reporters. “Of course, we need to continue 
monitoring the situation.”

The chief of Russian oil company Lukoil said last week that Russia 
should exit the deal if oil prices remain at $70 per barrel for more 
than six months.

Meanwhile, Iran’s oil minister recently admitted that OPEC does 
not want oil prices above $60 per barrel. 

Although there is little chance of any change in course anytime 
soon, OPEC officials will be compelled to discuss the state of the 
market at their upcoming monitoring meeting in Oman on January 21.

Other top oil ministers recently went public to shore up the group’s 
resolve, or at least to reassure the oil market that the group’s cohesion 
was not under strain from high oil prices.

UAE’s energy minister told CNBC last week that although prices 
have climbed quickly, there is still more work to do. «I am expecting 
that we will still see corrections in 2018 and I think it›s the year of... 
the market fully achieving the balance,» he said.

Qatar’s energy minister told its state news outlet, according to 
Bloomberg, that OPEC shouldn’t review the accord until global 
inventories come back down to the five-year average, the metric 
upon which OPEC is basing its production cuts.

Iraq’s oil minister also sought to reassure the market about OPEC’s 
resolve. “There are some sources here and there indicating that 
the market is flourishing now, the prices are healthy, so let’s talk 
about terminating the freeze,” oil minister Jabbar al-Luaibi said at 
a conference in Abu Dhabi. “This is the wrong judgment, and we 
don’t agree with such a concept.” The support of OPEC’s second 
largest oil producer is notable.

“We hope the whole dynamic will continue throughout 2018,” 
al-Luaibi added. “The deal should continue. The market now is 
stabilizing somehow but it’s not yet stable.”

Oman — not an OPEC member but a party to the agreement — 
echoed these comments in a Bloomberg interview. “It’s absolutely 
crazy, for all of us, to increase production by 10 percent and to lose 
revenue by 40 percent, and this is what we did in 2014,” Oman oil 
minister Mohammed Al Rumhy said.

Based on all of the recent statements from key oil ministers party 
to the OPEC deal, there doesn’t seem to be any daylight between 
them – OPEC will stay the course until the market becomes balanced.

But that could come a lot sooner than the group thought if cur-
rent trends continue. JP Morgan said in a recent research note that 
OPEC was “very likely to cut short” its deal if the market balances 
before the end of the year.

Still, there are reasons why OPEC shouldn’t rush to judgment and 
hop off of the market management train too soon. A lot of speculative 
money is helping to push prices up. If investors unwind those bullish 
bets, prices could quickly come back down.

Also, the definition of the “five-year average” for oil inventories 
is a moving target, one that sort of waters down the meaning of 
declining inventories. Because the range in that five-year timeframe 
increasingly encompasses a period of time of elevated inventories, 
the target that OPEC is aiming for is moving closer. In other words, 
at the same time that real world inventories are declining, the “five-
year average” target is rising.

The upshot is that what is considered average is a lot higher than 
it used to be. That means OPEC doesn’t necessarily need to panic 
that it is overshooting and tightening too much.

But the one factor that is probably rattling OPEC more than 
anything is the prospect of another wave of U.S. shale supply. Ex-
pectations of growing U.S. shale production have risen recently, 
with an aggressive growth scenario laid out by the EIA last week. 
Also, the head of the IEA said last week that oil prices between $65 
and $70 per barrel risks oversupply from U.S. shale.

On top of that, if shale drillers use the recent rally to lock in 
hedges for 2019 and beyond, they could ensure the supply gains 
keep coming, regardless of a price correction. Some view that as a 
reason for OPEC to keep the production cuts in place — the group 
won’t overshoot because there is plenty of supply coming.

But, as the comments from Iran’s oil minister illustrate, some 
within OPEC are getting worried that the production cuts themselves 
are sparking too much shale supply. That raises the odds of faltering 
compliance this year.                                                  (Source: oilprice.com)

Flow of unwanted 
oil from China is set 
to turn into a deluge
The pace at which China exports the fuel it doesn’t want is set to 
jump by more than four times in 2018, according to the nation’s 
biggest energy producer.

That’s a harbinger of bad news for processors in the rest of Asia 
-- from South Korea to Japan and India -- who now have to contend 
with higher crude prices as well as the threat of the flood dragging 
down refining margins. Government-issued quotas to sell oil prod-
ucts abroad may also expand this year in order to ease a large supply 
glut in the domestic market, an analyst at China National Petroleum 
Corp. said on Tuesday.

In particular, overseas shipments of diesel -- also known as gasoil 
-- are expected to soar 47 percent to 23.8 million metric tons in 2018 
from a year earlier, CNPC said in its annual report released in Beijing.

While surging demand for diesel -- used to power everything 
from trucks to irrigation equipment and ships -- has driven a rally 
in oil prices, the expected jump in exports from China may dilute 
the gains that can be made from selling the fuel in Asia. Profits from 
turning crude into gasoil in the region are currently near the highest 
level since 2015, enjoying a renaissance as inventories have shrunk.

(Source: Bloomberg) 
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Myanmar and Bangladesh 
have agreed to repatriate the 
650,000 refugees who have 

fled violence in Rakhine state 
within two years. 

How Trump’s Jerusalem move 
compromises fragile ally Jordan 

Of all the acts of political vandalism Donald Trump has com-
mitted during his first year in the White House, among the most 
gratuitous was his decision last month to recognize Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel. It thereby foreclosed on any possible 
two-state outcome to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, in which 
the occupied Arab east of the holy city would become the capital 
of an independent Palestine.

 

East Jerusalem, captured by Israel in the 1967 Six Day war 
and then illegally annexed, is at the religiously combustible 
core of a conflict that, although recently eclipsed by the feroc-
ity of the civil war in Syria and the struggle against ISIS, risks 
being reignited. But President Trump’s Jerusalem decision 
also compromises a fragile western ally, Jordan, which has 
been a pivot of regional stability. 
Jordan’s Hashemite monarchy, in its current incarnation of 
King Abdullah, is descended from the house of the Prophet 
Mohammed. In Muslim belief, the prophet rose to heaven from 
the Dome of the Rock, which is inside the old city’s Haram 
ash-Sharif, or Noble Sanctuary, containing al-Aqsa mosque 
and known to Jews as Temple Mount. By tradition as well as by 
Jordan’s 1994 peace treaty with Israel, the Hashemites are the 
guardians of Jerusalem’s Islamic (and Christian) holy places. 
Any change in the city’s status strikes at their legitimacy. That 
is serious enough, but it is not all.

The majority of Jordan’s population is Palestinian, refugees 
from the Arab-Israeli wars of 1948 and 1967. Hardline irre-
dentists in the rightwing Israeli government led by Benjamin 
Netanyahu, emboldened by U.S. recognition of Jerusalem, 
are pushing to annex big chunks of the Palestinian West Bank 
colonized by Jewish settlers.

 They are also reviving the old “Jordan is Palestine” mantra, 
insisting the Palestinians already have a state: Jordan. For 
Jordan this is existential. 

Its leaders fear Israel will trigger a third exodus of Palestin-
ians across the Jordan river, and sabotage the already fragile 
demographic balance of the kingdom.

After the Trump move on Jerusalem, King Abdullah told 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the 57-member um-
brella group of Muslim countries, that a consensual solution 
to Jerusalem was “the key to ending the historical conflict 
in the Middle East”. The OIC, founded half a century ago in 
response to an arson attack on al-Aqsa mosque, responded 
to the U.S. president’s act of political arson by declaring East 
Jerusalem the capital of Palestine. Empty rhetoric? Mostly. 
But it contains within it the kernel of a new religious war over 
Jerusalem for any extremist who wants to grasp it. 

While Trump’s erratic behavior has been well charted, a 
puzzle remains: the position of Saudi Arabia, under the de 
facto rule of its young crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman, 
or MbS. The Saudis criticized the U.S. Jerusalem move, but 
sent low-ranking officials to the OIC summit to discuss it. The 
Saudis put pressure on Jordan to do the same. 

But King Abdullah went anyway. Jordan also voted in con-
demnation of the U.S. decision at the UN General Assembly, 
risking American reprisals — in Jordan’s case, vital aid worth 
$1.2bn last year.

 Jordan says it received only two-thirds of the help it needs 
to look after the roughly 1m Syrian refugees inside its borders. 
Abdullah’s father, the late King Hussein — the gold-standard 
of west-leaning Arab moderation of his time, who attended 45 
clandestine meetings with Israel in his search for peace — faced 
similar quandaries. King Hussein knew the Arabs’ defeat was 
likely in the 1967 war but took part anyway, losing the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem to Israel.

 He stood apart from the U.S.-led coalition to eject Saddam 
Hussein from Kuwait in 1990-91, knowing he faced ostracism 
and a period of penury. All of this was trumped by the need for 
legitimacy. After all, his own grandfather (the present king’s 
great-grandfather) the arch-pragmatist King Abdullah I, was 
assassinated at al-Aqsa mosque in 1951 after a campaign ac-
cusing him of collaboration with Zionist Israel. 

Some in Jordan and elsewhere in the Arab world now believe 
Saudi Arabia is colluding with the U.S. to impose a blatantly 
pro-Israel solution on the Palestinians — and that Jerusalem 
is the first instalment. 
MbS has met regularly 
with Trump’s son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, mandated 
by the U.S. president to 
deliver the “ultimate deal”. 
Based on what is dribbling 
out from stunned Palestin-
ians, this would amount 
to supra-municipal gov-
ernment in disconnected 
cantons of the West Bank, with the town of Abu Dis on the edge 
of Jerusalem as a “capital”. 

This ticking bomb of territory might even be attached to an 
unwilling and vulnerable Jordan. This, a dangerous fantasy, 
might actually be attempted under President Trump. There is 
suspicion that the House of Saud even wants to take oversight 
of Jerusalem’s Islamic sites from the Hashemites — MbS’s 
grandfather took the holy cities of Mecca and Medina from them 
by conquest in 1925. But legitimacy matters. Saudi monarchs 
prefer to style themselves custodians of the holy places rather 
than kings, and Jerusalem might be a step too far.

 King Abdullah, moreover, is a moderate leader in a region 
where mainstream Sunni leadership has almost died out. MbS 
says he wants to revive it, but it looks at present as though he 
is helping undermine one of its rare exemplars. 

(Source: FT) 

Philip Murphy, the former U.S. Ambassador 
to Germany, will be sworn in as New Jer-
sey governor on Tuesday. In an interview, 
he attacks Donald Trump and his political 
style. But he also strikes an optimistic note, 
saying: “We’ll get through it.”

He has disparaged other countries as 
“shitholes,” he decries his critics as “liars” 
and he calls himself a “genius.” United States 
President Donald Trump has pushed himself 
even further to the political margins with 
his tweets and remarks in recent days. Ul-
timately, the Democratic Party could stand 
to profit from these missteps when mid-
term Congressional elections roll around 
this November, argues former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Germany and Democratic Party 
veteran Philip “Phil” Murphy. “Our base 
is motivated,” he says.

Philip D. Murphy, 60, is a member of the 
Democratic Party. Voters in the state of New 
Jersey elected him in November as their next 
governor. He will succeed Chris Christie, a 
member of the Republican Party. Murphy 
has a degree from Harvard University and 
went into the banking industry after col-
lege. The former Goldman Sachs executive 
served as the United States Ambassador 
to Germany in Berlin from 2009 to 2013.

In the interview, Murphy -- who won 
the gubernatorial election in New Jersey in 
November and is close to former President 
Barack Obama -- accuses Trump of foment-
ing the further division of American society. 

 The U.S. feels very divided as a nation. 
What’s going wrong?

A: It’s true. We are divided. You’ve got 
some really deep-seated, anti-government, 
anti-globalization, anti-elite passion that 
has evolved not just into a political reality 
but a cultural reality. I suspect a lot of this 
has been coming for a long time, probably 
as a result of things like globalization. It was 
probably accelerated by the Great Recession 
of 2008. While the economy has recovered, 
perhaps you could argue that society has not.

 Will that divide get even worse in the 
future?

A: I’m an optimist. I believe our institu-
tions are strong. Our constitution is strong, 
there is still a lot of leadership in this country 
that’s in it for the right reason and stands for 
American values and respects our Consti-
tution. And: Far more Americans than not 
appreciate and embrace global relationships, 
particularly with allies like Germany. So I’m 
an optimist. We’ll get through it.

 The president said one year ago at 
his inauguration that he wants to bring the 
country together, but we are now seeing him 
do even more to divide the country. Do you 
think he will change his attitude?

A: I’d say over the past year, he has, al-
most at every step, divided us. He has not 
done what he claimed he was going to do. If 
I were in his shoes, I’d certainly find ways to 
pull this country together, but I don’t have 
any optimism that he will.

  The journalist Michael Wolff has 
created a furor with his new book “Fire 
and Fury,” which describes Trump as an 
uninformed, chaotic and erratic president. 
There are also experts who claim that Trump 
is showing signs of dementia. What’s your 
impression of him?

A: That’s subject to his private affairs, but 
I think it has been a chaotic presidency. He 
has hurt the country. Trump has already done 
tremendous damage domestically. He has 
weakened us, and I think he’s weakened our 
global presence and stature. And by the way, 
he’s not alone. The Republican leadership 
in Congress tried to destroy the Affordable 

Care Act. They tried to take health care away 
from those who need it the most. They have 
put a tax plan into law that divides us, that 
will hurt the working poor and the middle 
class. None of it is irretrievable. Again, I’m 
an optimist. We can get all of this back. It 
won’t be easy, and it will take time, but we 
can get it back.

 The president has announced that he 
wants to work with the Democrats this year 
on bipartisan projects, including immigra-
tion and infrastructure. Do you think that’s 
even realistic?

A: I hope so. It would be good for America. 
It would be good for him. The big one that 
we’re focused on in New Jersey is infrastruc-
ture. We have a number of big projects that 
will require federal money. The biggest one 
is building the first tunnel under the Hudson 
River in over 100 years. Trump comes here 
in the summer many weekends. I’m hoping 
that he will see that this is an imperative.

 A lot of German companies that do 
business in the U.S. are worried. They fear 
that Trump will impose new trade barriers 
and higher tariffs. Do you think this is really 
going to jeopardize the German-American 
business relationship?

A: I actually am reasonably optimistic 
that we will be able to maintain and grow 
the trans-Atlantic trade reality. I think there 
are enough people in both parties on trade 
who understand that it is a life blood to 
both Europe and the United States. We are 
big believers in New Jersey that we are a 
particularly well-suited state, we have a lot 
going for us, including our location. We have 
one of the largest ports in the U.S. right here 
in Newark and Elizabeth.

 Still, isn’t there a danger that if Trump 
scares away investors that they might instead 
shift their focus to other world markets like 
China, for example?

A: The U.S. remains the largest market 

in the world. So, people still need to come 
here and invest in factories or headquarters 
if they want to sell cars or pharmaceuticals 
or whatever it might be. The members of the 
German business community who I speak 
with know that Donald Trump will be presi-
dent for several years. I hope four and not 
eight. But they’re making an investment 
decision that’s going to last 30 to 50 years 
-- their horizon is much longer. That gives 
me a lot of optimism.

 You ran a very successful campaign 
in the gubernatorial race in New Jersey. 
What’s the secret for the Democrats to take 
back the House, the Senate and even the 
presidency?

A: I think the key is to speak to the issues. 
If it’s only personality-based, I think that’s 
not a winning hand. It’s about issues and 
values. What are we are going to do if you’re 
displaced by globalization, if you’ve lost your 
job? What are we actually going to do for 
you? Where can we find common value? I 
think we’ve fallen to too many buzzwords.

 What could your party do better?
A: The Democratic Party always has a 

problem coming up with a bumper sticker. 
The Republicans say “Make America Great 
Again.” The Democrats say: “Yeah. We’re 
good with bumper stickers. The only problem 
is we need 12 of them.”

 Can the Democrats beat the Repub-
licans and Trump?

A: I think we have a real shot at the House 
in this year’s mid-term elections. Donald 
Trump is unpopular, and the Republicans are 
as well. And our base is motivated. Women 
in particular are motivated. Women are fired 
up, they are angry about the way Trump 
governs -- we saw it in our race. And com-
munities of color are fired up. So if you’re 
black, Latino, if you’re South Asian, if you’re 
an immigrant, if you’re a recent immigrant 
of any type, you are angry and scared be-

cause of Trump. And it could well be that 
the moderate, reasonable Republican is also 
fed up with him. New Jersey is a state, by the 
way, with a lot of those folks, a reasonable 
Republican state. They could flip, or they 
may stay home.

 Many thumbed their noses at the idea 
when it made headlines, but is the notion 
of making Oprah Winfrey the Democratic 
Party’s presidential candidate in 2020 re-
ally that silly?

A: I don’t think it’s silly. She’s a formi-
dable talent. She’s enormously success-
ful. She’s incredibly smart. She’s very well 
known. I mean, she has almost universal 
name recognition in America; and, by the 
way, it’s that one word. It’s the one-name 
recognition. It’s like Elvis. It’s Oprah. We 
have a president who came from television. 
The notion that someone else who has had 
their career in media and broadcasting and 
now business more broadly -- the notion 
that someone like that might come up and 
be a legitimate candidate, that’s no longer 
a novelty. That has happened.

 If Winfrey were to become the candi-
date in 2020 would that be akin to fighting 
fire with fire?

A: Maybe, maybe. But it’s too early to 
tell. That’s the one thing I would say. It’s 
too early for us to focus on that because we 
have a lot of work to do right in front of us.

 Do you still think back on your time in 
Germany as the U.S. ambassador?

A: The German element of my life came 
up more than I ever would have guessed in 
the campaign. I think we should learn more 
than we have from Germany. For example, the 
union management cohesion and peace. Or 
gun control. Germany has a high rate of gun 
ownership, but good gun safety. So, you can do 
both. And, of course, the universal health care 
system is very good and can be an example.

 (Source: Spiegel)

‘Trump has already done 
tremendous damage’:  Murphy

The 650,000 Rohingya Muslim refugees who have fled what 
the UN human rights chief has called “a textbook case of ethnic 
cleansing” must have the right to return to their homes in 
northern Rakhine state, Myanmar. To say otherwise would 
be to concede to those who forced them out – the security 
forces and militias who have raped and beaten civilians, 
burned houses and killed even infants. Authorities say the 
campaign is directed against militants who attacked police, 
but the civilian toll speaks for itself. Despite this, some of 
the Rohingya now living in wretched conditions across the 
border in Bangladesh have said they wish to go back.

It is equally clear that refugees must not be forced to return. 
Many more of them, according to NGOs supporting them, 
are determined never to go back or are terrified of doing so 
without guarantees of their security, property, livelihoods 
and freedom of movement. Some were persuaded to return 
after escaping previous waves of violence, only to find their 
lives in peril again. Previous episodes of displacement and 
return “do not inspire confidence”, the House of Commons 
international development committee has warned, noting the 
failure to consult refugees and expressing its grave concerns 
about plans to send them back.

Just over a month ago, Bangladesh and Myanmar an-
nounced an agreement to begin repatriation next week. 
Human Rights Watch called that an impossible timetable 
for safe and voluntary returns. Now the governments say 
that the process will be completed in two years. Bangladesh 
officials say they have already picked 100,000 people, select-
ing them at random, and say they will be asked their wishes 
once vetted and approved by Myanmar.

Worse still, Myanmar has said it plans to house 30,000 
in a “transition camp”. Consider its record. Around 
120,000 Rohingya who returned after violence in 2012 
are held in internment camps in central Rakhine state, 
with another 200,000 in villages with similar restric-

tions on their movements.
“Parts of the camps are literally cesspools,” UNICEF’s 

spokesperson Marixie Mercado reported last week. She noted 
that restrictions have got even tighter since 2016, making it 
still harder to deliver aid and worsening conditions. Educa-
tion and healthcare are desperately deficient, but accessing 
services outside is often impossible. Inhabitants must pay 
for a permit even if they are leaving for medical treatment, 
and need a doctor’s certificate.

It is not surprising that Bangladesh, with its constrained 
resources, should be anxious for the Rohingya to leave. A 
funding conference in October won pledges of around £266m; 
Bangladesh estimates that the cost of even basic services for 
the displaced could be more than £1bn a year. International 
donors should step up. But when they do so, they should 
press the two governments to not just delay but scrap this 
agreement, and to include the UN high commission for 
refugees in their new discussions.

Meanwhile, they should continue to press for account-
ability for those involved in atrocities – who otherwise have 
every reason to believe they can repeat them with impunity. 
They should demand the release of the Reuters journalists 
charged under the official secrets act after investigating the 
crisis. Ultimately, the Rohingya – still dismissed as illegal 
“Bengali” immigrants – need a proper path to citizenship, 
but that is a more distant aspiration. The haste to repatri-
ate the refugees is disturbing. But the real problem is not 
the timeline but the deal itself, and the assumptions and 
attitudes underlying it.

(Source: The Guardian)

Returning the Rohingya: A bad deal, worsened by haste 

The kingdom 
is vulnerable 

to destabilizing 
deals between 

the U.S. and 
Saudi Arabia.

Murphy -- who won the gubernatorial election in New 
Jersey in November and is close to former President Barack 
Obama -- accuses Trump of fomenting the further division of 

American society.

Saudi Arabia’s King Salman and Jordan’s King Abdullah in 
Amman last year. 
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TEHRAN - (MNA) — Fadli Zon, Deputy Speaker of the 
Indonesian People›s Representative Council told Mehr News 
Agency that the U.S. president›s approach toward develop-
ments in Iran is contrary to international law.

The 13th session of the Parliamentary Union of the OIC 
Member States (PUIC), attended by Parliament speakers, 
started in Tehran on Monday.

The event was held in the presence of representatives 
from 41 Asian and African countries, including 12 Parliament 
speakers and 9 deputy Parliament speakers along with envoys 
from Russia on Monday and Tuesday. It will be wrapped up 
on Wednesday with issuing a final resolution.

Parliament speakers from Mali, Cameroon, Afghanistan, 
Turkey, Lebanon, Pakistan, Iraq, Senegal, Oman, Algeria 
and Mauritania have attended the conference.

Currently the Islamic world is grappling with numerous 
issues and the region of problems covers an extended land 
from Eastern Asia to deep in Africa.

One of the countries attending at the 13th session of the 
Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member States is Indonesia 
and the Indonesian delegation was headed by Dr. Fadli Zon, 
Deputy Speaker of the Indonesian People›s Representative 
Council.

As Indonesia is a very important Muslim country and 
the 4th most populated country in the world, an interview 
was arranged with the senior parliamentarian to touch upon 
the major crises in the Islamic world.

The exclusive interview covers diverse areas from Pal-
estinian issue, Trump’s remarks against Iran, Muslim mi-
norities murdered in Myanmar, and bilateral relations and 
trade between Tehran and Jakarta.

Here comes the full text of the interview:
 What have been the goals of this trip? And to what 

extent do you think the goals have been materialized?
A: Of course first of all our purpose here is to attend the 

13th PUIC parliamentary union of the OIC member states 
countries which is held in Tehran and Iran will chair for 
the next one year. The OIC is a very important organiza-
tion because it is consisted of 54 Islamic countries. Some 
frequent challenges to the Islamic world, Indonesia as the 
largest Muslim populated country and what is going on in 
the world like conflicts and potential conflicts especially 
related to Islamic community in many regions for example 
in the Middle East like in Syria, Yemen, Palestine and I think 
the current issues regarding the Rohingya Muslim refugees 
in border of Bangladesh which also I visited last month are 
addressed.  So I think this gathering is very important to 
address many issues in the Islamic world and I hope this 
PUIC meeting or conference will make contributions to solve 
some of these problems.

 What can Iran and Indonesia do to help resolve the 
problems of Rohingya Muslims?

A: First the humanitarian issues should be considered. 
There are 1.1 million Rohingya Moslem refugees in the border. 
This humanitarian crisis which is also very acknowledged 
by the United Nations as ethnic cleansing process should be 
solved because half of them are actually children (around 
550,000). Another most important things are the political 
and the diplomatic issues. I think Islamic states’ support to 
Rohingya Muslims should be more clear and strong especially 
towards the Myanmar government who acted brutally or 

at least the Myanmar military. So I think the PUIC as the 
representative of the Muslim people can make a more con-
crete action. I propose that we send a committee or small 
group of committee represented by several countries to visit 
Cox’s Bazar to see the situation by our own eyes after that 
we have to send the message to all over the world including 
to Myanmar government.

 What are the joint fields that Iran and Indonesia can 
cooperate? Have any steps been taken to boost cooperation 
after implementation of the JCPOA? What other steps should 
be taken to boost ties of the two important Muslim countries?

A: Well, actually, the potentiality is very huge to develop 
more cooperation between Indonesia and Iran. I believe 
that especially the economic cooperation can be strength-
ened. According to our data the number of trades between 
two countries is around 350 million trade. I think it is very 

small. We can enhance this in the near future and we believe 
that it should increase we should increase the exchange of 
business people between Indonesia and Iran and but also 
the people to people contact through different ways which 
one of the ways is tourism. We send this message also to 
the Speaker of the Iranian Parliament His Excellency Ali 
Larijani. We should support for example the direct flights 
between Tehran to Indonesia and also in other economic 
cooperation fields.

Of course, political cooperation between Indonesia and 
Iran has already been developed and maybe in the near fu-
ture we have to develop more including in the multilateral 
international organizations.

 What can Iran and Indonesia do to fight extremism 

and terrorism in Muslim world?
A: About the extremism I think we have faced this prob-

lem especially after 9/11 all over the world. Of course some 
extremism is already there before even that event but after 
to 9/11 I think the extremism and terrorism has increased. 
we haven’t found any case of suicide bombing or terrorist 
acts in Indonesia before 2001 which harm innocent people 
and destroy the economic situation for investment and etc. 
but I think the core idea is to protect the community from 
radicalism, extremism, fundamentalism, I think by giving 
more economic benefit especially prosperity because in In-
donesian case most of the actors and also the perpetrators 
of these extremist acts are those who are in poverty and also 
with this combination of the wrong teachings, Islam is a very 
peaceful religion. Some preachers maybe try to manipulate 
Islamic teachings to attract people for their political benefit 
or groups’ benefits. I think we have to combat this together 
not only Indonesia and Iran but also in agreement with 
other Islamic countries because this extremism, terrorism 
has damaged the Islamic image in the world as if that Islam 
is the religion of terrorism something like that. So I think 
we have to restore this image by giving the example to the 
world, to the world community, that Islam is very peaceful 
religion, Islam is very pro to development and also to science, 
culture also differences. Actually in Indonesia, Indonesian 
people, came from many different backgrounds, from dif-
ferent religions and also different ethnic groups and races. 

 Trump recognized Jerusalem as Israeli capital. What 
practical measures Muslim countries, particularly Iran and 
Indonesia, can take not to let this Zionist goal be material-
ized? Was the issue raised in Tehran conference?

A: Yes, In the Palestinian committee. From Indonesian 
side we of course will highlight this issue because this is a 
current issue and also very relevant issue to be addressed 
and discussed in this conference. We should acknowledge 
that East Jerusalem is the capital of Palestine and I think 
that is the Indonesian stance and of course we have to 
ask Islamic states to have the same stance towards Israel. 
Some of the countries still have diplomatic relation. I 
think this should be discussed also that everyone to give 
a clear message to the world. I think that all those OIC 
member countries should reconsider their diplomatic 
relation with Israel. Some, I think, some of the countries 
still have this diplomatic relation and this sends a mixed 
signal message.

 How do you assess recent U.S. President Trump’s 
approach towards recent developments in Iran?

A: I think this can be viewed as the interference of the 
United States towards other countries. According to inter-
national law it cannot be accepted. And I think Indonesian 
position toward Iran is very clear. As Iran has its own busi-
ness to manage the country politically, economically, and 
so be treated equally as independence country and cannot 
be interfered of the domestic issues or domestic problems 
including the demonstration and etc. I think it should be 
stopped because involvement of other foreign powers in a 
country’s domestic affairs can create more conflicts, not 
only conflict between two countries but also in the regional 
conflicts. I think we have to stand together. We believe that 
every country has right to manage their own affairs and 
cannot be interfered by other countries because it is an act 
of colonization, imperialism and so on, even though in a 
small scale, in early stage.

1     Therefore, methodological deterrents in this area 
can be used to define some of the cyber-deterrent elements: 
against the threat of terrorism, the concepts of “deterrence 
through denial” and “indirect distraction” and against bi-
ological threats can be understood as the concept of “Sym-
metric Inhibition”

When cyber deterrence is chosen to respond appropri-
ately, it is preferable to abandon exercise of physical power 
against cybercrime. This is especially important because 
actors whose retaliation measures are very diverse (from 
governments to personalities). It may be inappropriate in 
response to individual actions, criminal groups or terrorist 
organizations, or even in some cases inadequate. By relying 
on this, one can avoid a new attack or retaliatory attacks 
that go on to progress. If we assume that the development 
of the Internet and digital and communications equipment 
globally, especially at the heart of offices and private sector 
companies, is growing with the same trend, we conclude 
that the full symmetry of the equipment used and the effects 
of the case the view are conceptually possible.

Geo-strategic texture and technical texture can facilitate 

the allocation of hostile acts to responsible actors: for exam-
ple, in a cybercrime attack on Estonia, although the official 
Russian services did not directly operate to neutralize its 
servers, but it seems that Russia has played a significant role 
in the attack. Of course, it cannot be said that this is the only 
decisive factor in identifying an actor, because in some cases 
attackers may act and try to accuse a third-party actor. It may 

even be possible for a government to take responsibility for 
its rival cyber attacks to increase its containment position.

Today, the concepts of “cyber security”, “cyber defense” 
and “cyber-bullying” have replaced the notion of “informa-
tion dominance.” Of course, there have been no official US 
publications that describe the use of US cybercrime doctrine, 
but this concept has been introduced or revived in many 
recent White House documents.

It seems that in the present era, the need to develop a 
deterrent in cyberspace has been well understood. Appar-
ently, with the development of informatics and communi-
cations technologies and the generalization of the use of the 
Internet in everyday humanitarian work, it has come to a 
conclusion that the issue of defense in the cyberspace - in 
the cyberspace - is witnessing the increasing asymmetry 
between the positions of attack and defense - to complete 
all options possibly possible defense. If we take into account 
that coping strategies can bring important and dangerous 
results (although not necessarily) to the intended target, the 
issue of the threshold for the initiation of a cyber criminal 
response is raised legally.

1       Militant groups that took advan-
tage of the unrest including certain Kurdish 
groups along the Iran-Iraq border and Baluchi 
terrorists along the Iran-Afghanistan and 
Iran-Pakistan borders are also long-time 
recipients of U.S. arms, cash, and political 
support. U.S. President Trump and the U.S. 
Congress supporting an uprising of its own 
creation fits the same pattern of destabiliza-
tion wielded across the region against Libya, 
Syria, Yemen, Egypt and Iraq. 

The primary goal is to overthrow the cur-
rent Iranian political order. U.S. policy papers 
admit that - failing to overthrow the Iranian 
government outright – U.S.-fueled unrest 
could be used at the very least as a means of 
coercing Tehran in making concessions to 
Washington. However unlikely the protests 
may seem in terms of overthrowing the Ira-
nian government or creating the same sort of 
violence and chaos currently ravaging Syria, 
the U.S. still believes investing in the protests 
can create some sort of positive geopolitical 
return for their policy of undermining and 
coercing Iran domestically, regionally, and 
internationally.   

  U.S. took the issue to UN Security 
Council. To what extent this is in line with 
the UNSC responsibility asserted in the 
charter of the UN? What was the results of 
the move for U.S.?

A: It was no surprise that the U.S. brought 
the issue to the UN Security Council. The 

UN charter specifically prohibits interfer-
ing in the internal affairs of other nations. 
Thus, the U.S. has created upheaval within 
Iran, used its extensive influence across the 
media to depict the chaos as stemming from 
Tehran, not Washington, and then attempts 
to create a pretext for foreign intervention 

through the notion of “responsibility to 
protect.” This is the same strained pretext 
the U.S. used to intervene in Libya and 
Syria on behalf of terrorists it had initially 
funded, armed, and unleashed during the 
2011 “Arab Spring” then appealed to the 
UN amid the resulting violence to permit 
foreign intervention.  

The U.S. has overused both the method 
of fueling unrest within targeted nations 
as well as its attempts to then leverage 
unrest of its own creation as a pretext for 
intervention. As the list of nations targeted 
and destroyed by these tactics grow, nations 
that remain may increasingly feel they will 
be “next” and less eager to back the US 
both within the halls of the UN General 
Assembly, upon the UNSC, and upon the 
stage of international politics in general. 
U.S. Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley’s 
comments before the UN were particu-
larly detached from reason and reality, a 
manifestation of just how overused these 
tactics have become for the U.S. and how 
transparent they’ve become for the rest of 
the international community.
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Trump’s remarks on Iran, interference: 
Indonesian deputy speaker
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A strategic strategy for cyber-bullying in international level

U.S. invests in creating unrests in Iran to its 
geopolitical interests: expert

By Saeed Sobhani

TEHRAN — The aftershocks of U.S. President’s remarks on 
African-American immigrants continue. Trump’s insistence on 
this error has exacerbated this trend. In such a situation, we see 
an increase in the hatred of African countries and other countries 
of the world from the United States. It is common ground that 
these statements are totally targeted and in the pursuit of racist 
support in the United States.

John J Stremlau wrote in News24 points out important points 
regarding the remarks made by Trump. He tells the African states 
how to confront the president and his statements:

Official reactions from Africa were appropriately critical of 
President Donald Trump’s credibly reported comments about 
not wanting more immigrants coming to the U.S. from “shithole” 
countries. This included all those south of the Sahara. A few 
reactions even included constructive suggestions.

The African Group of United Nation ambassadors unanimously 
dismissed the comments as “outrageous, racist and xenophobic”. 
They demanded Trump retract them and apologise. Botswana, 
Senegal and South Africa summoned U.S. local representatives to 
be served with a demarche. In normal diplomatic practice this is 
a stern request for an explanation and is tantamount to a formal 
protest.But in dealing with Trump, normal protocols are beside 
the point.More than a year after he took office Trump has yet 
to announce an Africa policy, or even fill important diplomatic 
positions. He has yet to nominate an Assistant Secretary of State 
for Africa or an ambassador to South Africa. This means that 
African leaders lack any policy context in which to frame and 
guide traditional diplomatic reactions.

The Trump administration’s incompetence makes it difficult 
for African countries to engage Washington in seeking meaningful 
explanations, much less substantive negotiations. Even at lower 
working levels sustaining routine relations are complicated by a 
lack of policy guidance, budgetary uncertainty, and inter-agency 
management. This affects complex development, environmental, 
trade or security issues.

Africa’s limited resources, institutional capacities and vulnera-
bilities add to the risks associated with the current state of affairs.

   Challenging racism with reason
Ebba Kalondo, chief spokesperson for the African Union said 

Trump’s comment “flies in the face of accepted behaviour and 
practice”. But she then sounded a possibly hopeful note. She added 
that the U.S. remains a global example of how migration gave birth 
to a nation built on strong values of diversity and opportunity. 
We believe that a statement like this hurts our shared global 
values on diversity, human rights and reciprocal understanding.

Kalondo’s appeal to what Abraham Lincoln famously called 
“the better angels of our nature” also recalls how Trump’s prede-
cessor, Barack Obama, sought to transform troubling moments 
into what he suggested could be “teachable moments”.

In this spirit prominent African Americans, such as popular 
TV news pundit Joy Reid, have responded to Trump with posi-
tive reminders. Reid informed her viewers that her mother is a 
professor who immigrated from Guyana and her father a suc-
cessful Congolese-American geologist. Other successful Africans 
are also speaking out. This affirms that Kalondo’s reference to 
enduring shared global values may not ring as hollow as Trump’s 
bigoted comments might cause us to fear.This does not deny 
the immediate danger posed by Trump. As a New York Times 
editorial reminded readers the day after the reported comment 
and his attempt to retract it:

Mr Trump is not just a racist, ignorant, incompetent and 
undignified. He is also a liar … And still supporting Trump are a 
substantial number of the 63 million voters who elected him. It 
is these people, albeit not a national minority, who he continues 
to court, with his denigration of immigrants and especially those 
of African origin.

Trump’s comments can be viewed as a reflection of his per-
sonal animus and a conviction that they will play well with his 
political base.

Further complicating any effort to hold Trump and his sup-
porters to account is that he’s repeatedly said he “is the least 
racist person he knows”. Polling suggests that most of his political 
supporters also believe they’re not racists.

Such denials have a long history in U.S. politics. They are at the 
heart of America’s ongoing struggle for racial justice as recounted 
in “The Nationalist’s Delusion” by Adam Serwer.

Trump and his white nationalist supporters will also never 
concede that the history of slavery and colonial exploitation per-
petrated by their own American and European ancestors con-
tributed to Africa’s problems of economic underdevelopment 
and political balkanisation.

   Time to break with protocol
African governments and non-governmental groups are right 

to voice outrage in reaction to Trump’s outbursts, and to criticise 
his behaviour.But they need to do more. They can encourage and 
cooperate directly with those in Congress, African-Americans and 
the growing network of civil society groups opposed to Trump. 
This may bend, or even violate, traditional diplomatic practice. 
But Trump’s own disregard for international principles and norms 
justifies using alternative methods and interventions.

Having America as a more politically capable, willing and 
acceptable partner is surely in Africa’s long-term interests. This 
aspiration can be rooted in the same values as the pan-African 
democratic vision enshrined in the AU’s Constitutive Act. The 
vision was championed more than a decade ago under the banner 
of an African Renaissance. It is based on shared commitments 
to democratic cooperation, greater collective self-reliance and 
eventual democratic integration. But it is floundering and could 
founder.

The ConversationIf Americans succeed in resisting Trump 
and reconsolidating their democracy, then this could lend critical 
support for African democrats who still believe in the shared 
vision that the AU’s Kolondo refers to.

The aftershocks of U.S. 
Trump’s remarks

By Payman Yazdani & Yasser Nazifi Gilavan
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“If you go through traumatic violence it’s 
difficult to disclose to government officials 

especially after the journey,” says Cecilia Muñoz, 
former policy advisor to President Barack 
Obama and now vice president at the New 

America Foundation. 

Apartment 
for rent

Fereshteh 240metres,
in front of Sam Center,
4 bedrooms,2 parkings

09121180447

INTERNATIONAL

By Xanthe Scharff and Dánae Vílchez 
What will happen to the girls and women deported 
from the U.S. to Central America? Many fear the 
answer.

The Trump administration said last week that, 
by September 2019, it will deport 200,000 Salva-
doran immigrants who have been allowed to stay 
and work legally in the U.S. thanks to temporary 
protected status, or TPS. Nicaraguans, too, will 
only receive protected status for another year, 
and Hondurans could be next to face deportation.

Women and girls, though, are in the most danger. 
Stripped of TPS, they now face not only the 

fear of family separation, but also the prospect of 
returning to a country which has one of the highest 
rates of violent homicide of women in the world. 
Deportation could be a death sentence.

Violence against women is a major concern in 
Central America. 

The MS-13 and Barrio 18 gangs operating in El 
Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras are considered 
the most violent criminal groups in the world. 

Rape is used to intimidate, to demonstrate 
loyalty and to claim girls as gang property. 

 Unbelievable violence in country
The International Crisis Group, for example, 

cited a former Barrio 18 female gang member who 
said, “It is unbelievable how violent they (gang 
members) can get … how they treat their wives 
and mothers.”

Immigrants, activists and elected officials on 
January 8, held a press conference to demand 
that the Department of Homeland Security extend 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for more than 
195,000 Salvadorans.

El Salvador was second only to Syria in the 
rate of violent female deaths between 2010 and 
2015. And every 18 hours, a woman is killed in the 
Central American country. 

“In El Salvador, women are terrified, es-
pecially young women,” says Vilma Vazquez, 
founder of Las Dignas, a feminist association 
in El Salvador. 

“We know we’re going out but we do not 

know if we are going to get back home alive.” 
If pregnancy results from rape, a woman in El 
Salvador does not have the option to terminate 
the pregnancy. 

As the Fuller Project for International Report-
ing reported last year, El Salvador has one of the 
strictest anti-abortion laws in the world.

Immigrants who flee sexual violence in their 
home countries can apply for a special form of 
asylum in the U.S., but it is rarely granted. 

“If you go through traumatic violence it’s difficult 
to disclose to government officials especially after 
the journey,” says Cecilia Muñoz, former policy 

advisor to President Barack Obama and now vice 
president at the New America Foundation. 

To the extent that it comes out, it’s in the applica-
tion for asylum, if the woman is well-represented.

The vast majority of the Salvadoran women 
who face deportation are active contributors to 
the U.S. economy. 

Eighty-two percent of the Salvadoran, Honduran 
and Nicaraguan women interviewed in a survey 
by the University of Kansas said they were part of 
the workforce, and more than two-thirds reported 
paying social security taxes. 

 Embarrassing for the country

In a statement to the National TPS Alliance, 
Vanessa Velasco, a Salvadoran TPS holder from 
Northern California, said “It is embarrassing for 
this country to not even consider the real contri-
butions our community has made for decades.”

Many are also raising questions about the eco-
nomic ripple effects of deportations, both on U.S. 
families and on the Salvadoran economy. 

The most common form of employment 
for women from Central America with TPS 
is child care. In 2017, Salvadoran workers in 
the U.S. sent more than $4 billion to families 
in El Salvador.  

Amazingly, women under threat of deportation 
remain hopeful. “Even if it is devastating for my 
family, this situation also gives me the strength 
to fight,” Veronica Lagunas, a TPS holder in San 
Fernando Valley California, told the National TPS 
Alliance. “We will not sit silently and await depor-
tation. We will continue to find allies … we have 
no choice, and we are ready.”

(Source: Newsweek)

What awaits women in El Salvador

  Holder of 
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014

From Oxford Cert Universal

Apt. in Fereshteh
340 sq.m modern and new apartment, 4 bedrooms, fully furnished, 

full of lights, full facilities, located in high-rise building
  Ehsan 0912 4388634

Tel: (021) 22022920   Fax: (021) 26201855
www.maskanfereshteh.com     maskanfereshteh@gmail.com

Add.: No. 18, Hojjat Bldg., Sharifimanesh Intersection, Fereshteh, Elahieh 

Apt in a Garden Tower in Zafaranieh
6th floor, 189 sq.m, fully furn

2 master room with 1 Bdr
2 parking, spj, good light lobby 

man, cctv camera servant, $4500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Tower in Farmanieh
1th floor,  200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs. new 

furn,  parking, spj
3 balconies, $3600

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

luxury Apt in Elahieh
new building, several Apts with 2 

Bdrs. to 4 Bdrs., furn
& unfurn, balcony, nice lobby gym 

saloon, spj, unbelievable view, 
good access to highway

 pkg, diplomatic building
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Diplomatic Tower
in Elahieh

8th floor, 140 sq.m, 2 Bdrs. fully 
furn, nice balcony, spj gym saloon, 

parking  lobby security, $3600 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Apt in Zafaranieh
180 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., new furn park

ing, $3500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Valiasr-Park way
triplex villa, 500 sq.m built up 600 

sq.m land, 5 Bdrs., modern
renovated, barbeque, garden
servant quarter, luxury furn

outdoor pool, cozy & beautiful
$12000

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Shariati-Elahieh
1000 sq.m built up, 5000 sq.m 

land, 6 Bdrs., outdoor pool green 
garden, parking almost renovated

$20000 Suitable for
Residency or  Embassy

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Niavaran
650 sq.m built up, 450 sq.m land 

duplex villa with one extra
apt, spj, pkg

$10000 Suitable for
Residency or  Embassy

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Unbelievable Villa in
North of Tehran

7000 sq.m land, 2200 sq.m built 
up, duplex, 7 Bdrs., big saloon 
garden, renovated, waterfall

Suitable for Embassy or Residency
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Commercial Villa in Jordan
duplex villa, 1000 sq.m, flat com
pletely renovated, green garden, 

outdoor pool, parking
good access to highway

Reasonable Price
Suitable for foreign Companies

Ms.Diba: 09128103206     

Whole Building in Farmanieh
5th floor, each floor 2 apts each Apt 

200 sq.m with 3 Bdrs., unfurn 2 
sides entrances, meeting room spj, 

garden, pkg
Suitable for Residency & Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

Whole Building in Jordan
15 apts, 25 Bdrs., new, excellent 

furn, lobby, parking good access to 
Modarress highway

good condition
Ready for renting to

Residency of Companies 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

   
New Whole Building in Aqdasieh
6 floors, 2 units each floor, apts 

between 170 sq.m to 250 sq.m with 
3 Bdrs., spj, parking, 2500 sq.m 

built up, 700 sq.m land
Suitable for Embassy &  Residency

Ms.Diba: 09128103206 

Office in Valiasr
from 250 sq.m up to 7000 sq.m 

commercial office, ready for rent
ing to foreign companies lobby, 

parking lot
good access to highway
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
170 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., full furn

big balcony, $1500  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206          

Apt in Qeytarieh
4th floor 120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

fully furn, parking
near to Qeytarieh Park

$1500  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206          

Apt in Elahieh
just 5 floors, each floor one apt, 2th 

floor, 270 sq.m
4 Bdrs., fully furn, lobby parking, 

spj, nice balcony $4200
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Commercial Building in
 Valiasr _ Park Melat

130 sq.m, 3 rooms, almost new 
lobby, security, guest parking good 

access to highway
full of foreign companies

Price reasonable
Ms.Diba: 09128103206 

Boustan St., 190 sqm, Diplomatic Area , 4th 
Floor , Fully Furnished , Parking ,Superb 

Material , Lobby, Spj , Pics Available .
English , French , Italian Spoken Agent, 3600 USD

Ms. Zandi : 09123728127

For Rent in 
Aghdassiyeh
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Tehran exhibit lends color to 
Iran’s textile industry

By Setareh Behroozi
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Start by selecting any rubbery toys that 
squirt water, which are more susceptible 
to retaining water and growing mold. 
Clean the inside of these toys with a 
concentrate of 2 cups of white vin-
egar and 5 drops of tea-tree oil to 
disinfect.

Draw the solution into the toy, and al-
low it to sit inside the toy for 15 minutes. 
Agitate periodically to help any mold and 
gunk loosen within. 

To clean the outside of the toys, com-

bine 2 gallons of warm water, 3 table-
spoons of natural liquid dish soap, 5 cups 
of vinegar, and 10 drops of tea-tree oil 
into a plastic container. 

Snap a lid onto the container, and 
shake-shake-shake to mix it well. 

rain all of the water right into your bath-
tub. Fill the container with water from the 
spout the rinse residual soap from the toys, 
and then then lay them all out on a flat 
towel to completely dry. 

(Source: diynetwork.com)

How to clean bath toys?Sekanjabin: Iranian sweet drinking

Sekanjabin is one of the oldest sweet and 
sour syrups in Iran, dating back to the an-
cient times. It’s a combination of vinegar 
(serkeh) and “angabin”, which refers to 
honey and the natural honey sweet. 
Sekanjabin and its drink (sharbat-e se-
kanjabin) are usually served during the 
summer. 

In a heavy-bottomed pot combine honey 
and water, place on medium heat, stir until 
sugar is dissolved. Reduce heat and gently 
boil for 10-15 minutes. 

Add vinegar, simmer for 30 minutes or 
until the mixture slightly thickens. Taste and 
adjust the level of sweetness of the syrup. 

In the last couple of minutes add a small 
bunch of fresh mint to the syrup. 

Remove from the heat and let cool 
completely. Remove the mint leaves be-
fore serving. 

Pour sekanjabin into a small bowl and 
serve with fresh lettuce on a platter. Just 
to remind you, sekanjabin is quite sticky!

(Source: turmericsaffron.blogspot.nl)

1 0 1  I T E M S  F O R 
Y O U R  B U C K E T  L I S T !

#27. Get a drink for a stranger
The next time you’re in Starbucks or a coffee place, don’t just 

get a drink for yourself — buy one for someone else. Once I was in 
Starbucks working on my laptop, and a stranger bought me an iced 
latte just to thank me for sharing a power point with him (which 
isn’t even my property to begin with). He left the cafe right after 
giving me the drink and left me with a very good feeling in my heart.

Buying a drink is kind of a big deal. It creates a minor sense of 
obligation in the person who receives it, assuming that they choose 
to accept it. There’s a potential for rejection, too—even a big theatri-
cal rejection with the drink being thrown in your face. The buying 
of a drink expresses interest of some kind in a stranger, and that is 
often a big step to take.

Here we share 101 items to consider for your bucket list. Look 
through the list — any item that resonates with you? Take the items 
that resonate with you and use them for your own list!

(Source: personalexcellence.co)
A view from local shops at Qaleh Rudkhan historical castle, Fuman, 
northern Iran (Instagram/@morteza.zare80)

Colorful Iran: Jel-Jalani firework ritual 
Villagers in Tameh village, near Natanz city 
in central Iran, performed a firework ritual 
called Jel-Jalani on January 7, 8 and 9.

In these dates, all the villagers gathered 
on a rise, which dominates the houses and 
gardens at the village and fire bushes and 
thorns they have collected, cultural heritage 
expert Davud Arab Ameri said in an interview 
with the Tehran Times.

The region is known for pear trees 
and the locals believe that when the light 
of fire reaches trees, it would brought 
bumper harvest for them and eradicate 
pests, he said.

It is also believed that the light of fire 
make the skin of pears brownish red blush, 
he added.

Some put a piece of stone in the trunk of 

the tree during the ritual as well.
“After the fire extinguished, children form 

three member groups go door to door recit-

ing folklore songs calling the householder 
to bring them nuts and fruits.

If there is a child in the house they ask his 

or her name to bring them the edibles and 
if the householder has no child, they recite 
Surah Ash-Shams praying for them to have 
a baby in future.

Late in the night, all villagers gathered 
in a public place like mosque and they share 
all nuts and fruits,” he explained.

The freezing cold reaches the region in 
early January and this is the reason that they 
perform the ritual in this dates, he said.

Located between Kashan and Isfahan, 
Tameh village is well-known for some beau-
tiful waterfalls. Located on the slopes of 
Karkas Mountain, the village enjoys fair 
weather.

Various tribes and ethnic groups who live 
in different parts of Iran are just like colors, 
which make a great painting. Iran is home to 
about 20 ethnic groups who live in different 
regions of the country.

The large vibrant stores filled with domes-
tically-produced textile and their special 

odor has created a common memory for people in Iran over 
the past decades. 

However, those lovely shops have been either replaced 
by other stores or limited trays of Iranian-made fabrics, 
arguing to offer imported textile with ‘higher quality’.

The first national textile exhibition, entitled Tar-o-Pood 
(meaning warp and weft), which is currently underway at 
Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Mosalla, is a great opportunity 
to remind us of the colorful Iranian textiles.

The exhibition is currently underway at the venue and 
runs until January 19.  Textile mills and garment factories, 
textile wholesalers and producers and manufacturers attend 
the event, which is organized by the National Islamic-Iranian 
Fashion and Clothes Foundation.

  Textile and apparel industry in Iran
Like some other Asian countries, Iran boasts ancient his-

tory of textile. The country was amongst the first exporters 
of textiles to other parts of world.

However things go into the reverse during past decades. 
The textile and apparel industry in Iran was unable to capture 
the national market as a textile and garment hub. 

According to Trade Promotion Organization of Iran dur-
ing the fiscal year ended March 20, 2017, Iran’s textile and 
apparel exports grew up by 8.1%.

According to the statistics, nearly 5,700 tons of hand-
woven Iran carpets, valued at U.S. $ 345.7 million, were 
exported during the period.

The country exported with 3,800 tons of apparel items 
worth US $ 46.2 million, up 2.6 per cent in volume and 3.9 
per cent in value when compared to previous fiscal in 2017.

The Iranian Textile and apparel industry has over 9,000 
active units, constituting 11% of all the industrial entities in 
the country. These units have created more than 2,90,000 

direct jobs in Iran.
However, Iran’s development plan Vision 2025 has identi-

fied textile and clothing as one of the industries, which has 
a great potential for expansion. The urge for technological 
advancements and improvement in productivity is men-
tioned in the plan.

Raw material availability and cheap labor in Iran are 
great motivation for foreign investors to benefit from this 
potential in textile industry.

A recent article published in Fiber to Fashion mentioned Ali 
Yazdani (Chairman of Iran’s Small Industries and Industrial 
Parks Organization) quoting “The private sector of Iran is 
responsible for developing the manufacturing and trading 
spaces, while the public sector will develop its infrastructure. 
About 3,000 to 5,000 square meters of area is dedicated to 
each of the service and production unit. Close to 30 trillion 
rials ($791.139 million) will be invested to develop an area 
of 1 million square meters”.

   From Arab conquest to Timurid era
Persian cookery has faced vast changes during centuries from 

the Arab conquest of Iran (633–654) until the end of Timurid 
Empire (1370–1507).

Arabs, who conquered Persia in the 7th century, had a sim-
ple diet and cookery due to their climatic condition and their 
lifestyle as Bedouins. 

Nevertheless after the conquest, they were influenced by Per-
sian cookery and culture their interaction with ordinary people 
and the existence of Iranian representatives at their courts. In 
other words, a cultural transmission through food and cooking 
happened at that time.

According to historical sources, Abdallah ibn al-Muktafi, the 
Abbasid Caliph in Baghdad (944-946), ordered some foods like 
roasted lamb, pan-fried chicken and partridge, spicy cheese, 
borani (Persian appetizer made with yogurt and some type of 
vegetable), haleem (Persian stew with wheat or barley) and 
sholezard (Persian rice pudding dessert), which indicated the 
effects of Persian foods on Arab courts.

However, the influence was mutual. The Persian cooking was 
also impacted by the food culture of Arabs who previously con-
quered lands in northern Africa, southern Europe like Morocco 
and Spain.  

For instance, some words in Persian language were replaced 
with Arab words in cookery in that era.

The case was the same for other dynasties like mid-11th cen-
tury by the Seljuq Turks, Ilkhanate (1256–1335) and Timurid 
Empire (1370–1507).

Although the above conquerors mostly used wild plants and 
game meats, their cookery influenced Persian cooking as well.

Using noodles in Persian cookery or baking Borek or Boqra, 
a kind filled pastries made of a thin flaky dough, in Persian cui-
sines are some traces of Turkish dynasties on Persian cuisines.

Generally, the Persian cookery faced changes after Arab 
conquest and what we know as Persian cooking is a combina-
tion of Arab Turk and Persian cookery and nothing left from 
pre-Islamic era.

Eating like an Iranian: A 
survey on Persian food

Ways to get a healthy lifestyle 
on a budget

  Buy produce that’s in season
Strawberries in January? Apples in June? Tomatoes in De-

cember? True, it can be expensive to buy fresh year-round, so 
make eating veggies more wallet-friendly by looking for signs 
that produce is in season in your area, and/or local. 

  Try different cuts of meat
When buying meat, try choosing cuts that are less pricey, like 

chicken thighs instead of chicken breasts, or beef chuck roast 
instead of sirloin. “Cheaper cuts of meat, like pork shoulder or 
chuck, may be a bit tougher, but they can be slow cooked to a 
juicy perfection,” Casper says. 

  Buy frozen fruits and vegetables
If fresh produce is still out of your budget, opt for frozen. “Not 

only do these last a while, but they are also typically cheaper than 
fresh produce and still provide many nutrients,” says Jennifer 
Kanikula, RD, CD. 

  Let the store circular guide you
Instead of planning meals and glancing to see if the ingre-

dients you need are on sale, look at sales and coupons first to 
help you decide what to cook. “When planning your grocery 
list, save some room for flexible shopping in case something 
else is on sale instead of what you originally had planned,” 
says Kanikula. 

  Take advantage of free trials
If you can’t afford a year-long gym membership, try out dif-

ferent exercise facilities that are offering sample classes, days, or 
weeks. “Many exercise facilities will offer either free or low-cost 
deals for new customers,” says Kanikula.  

  Meditate for free
Sure, all meditation is free, but for guidance, many of us turn 

to boutique yoga studios and even travel to Nepal. After all, medi-
tation is a great way to relieve stress, help with depression and 
anxiety, chronic pain, sleep problems, irritable bowel syndrome, 
and even heart disease. 

  Buy favorite items in bulk
If you’re always tossing go-to grocery items, from orange 

juice to paper towels, in your cart, it’s time to go big. “Buy your 
favorite items by the case,” says nutritional chef and wellness 
counselor Melissa Eboli. “Many retailers will offer a 10 percent 
case discount, so if there’s a product you like and often use, here’s 
one way to reap financial benefits.” 

  Do meal prep on weekends
Use your free time on weekends to set yourself up for home-

cooked weeknight meals. That means washing and chopping 
vegetables, stewing meat, and preparing sauces or even entire 
meals. “It saves money and a lot of time on weekdays, and all you 
need to do is to pop your prepared meal into the microwave,” 
says wellness expert Aihui Ong. 

(Source: Reader’s Digest)

By Samira Mohebali *
senior expert in Iran studies

part 2

Sholehzard ,Persian rice pudding dessert, was amongst the 
favorites of the Abbasid Caliph in Baghdad Abdallah ibn al-
Muktafi (944-946).

In this series of articles you can trace cookery art in Iran dur-
ing history up to present. The survey sheds light on different 
aspects of Iranian life, culture and civilization.



 By Marjan Golpira

 Old town of Regensburg 
with Stadtamhof

Located on the Danube River, the Old Town of Regensburg with 
Stadtamhof is an exceptional example of a central-European 
medieval trading center, which illustrates an interchange of 
cultural and architectural influences. 

The property encompasses the city center on the south 
side of the river, two long islands in the Danube, the so-called 
Wohrde (from the old German word: waird, meaning island 
or peninsula), and the area of the former charity hospital 
St Katharina in Stadtamhof, a district incorporated into the 
city of Regensburg only in 1924. A navigable canal, part of 
the European waterway of the Rhine-Main-Danube canal, 
forms the northern boundary of Stadtamhof.

A notable number of buildings of outstanding quality testify 
to its political, religious, and economic significance from the 
9th century. The historic fabric reflects some two millennia of 
structural continuity and includes ancient Roman, Roman-
esque, and Gothic buildings. 

Regensburg’s 11th to 13th century architecture still defines 
the character of the town marked by tall buildings, dark and 
narrow lanes, and strong fortifications. The buildings include 
medieval Patrician houses and towers, a large number of 
churches and monastic ensembles as well as the 12th century 
Stone Bridge.

The town is also remarkable as a meeting place of Imperi-
al Assemblies and as the seat of the Perpetual Imperial Diet 
general assemblies until the 19th century. (Source: UNESCO) 

ROUND THE GLOBE 

10
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

HERITAGE & TOURISM JANUARY 18, 2018

TEHRAN — Fresh 
archaeological survey 

on newly-found prehistoric rock carvings 
in Isfahan suggest the central Iranian 
province has been a crossroads for 
civilizations and traders since 5,000 
years ago. 

Dispersion of rock-carved depictions 
and hieroglyphs across Meymeh and 
Shahin-Shahr districts point to existence 
of ancient trade roots in the region, Mehr 
quoted Fereydoun Allahyari, Isfahan’s 
cultural heritage chief, as saying on 
Monday. 

“Evidence revealed existences of trade 
routes that used to connect [the capital 
city of] Isfahan to Meymeh and further to 
Kashan, Qamsar and Golpayegan in the 
central [Iranian] plateau,” he explained.

Initial assessments demonstrate that 
the rock-carvings date from 5,000 years 
ego until the Islamic era,” the official 
said, adding “Such commercial routes 
predate the arrival of Aryans.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Allahyari 
pointed to other recent archaeological 
discoveries in the province namely an 
ancient hill and a mining site dating back 
to Sassanid era (224 to 651 CE). 

Isfahan province has long been famous 
as cultural melting pot with its Tepe Sialk 
yielded interesting pottery pieces, metal 
tools and domestic implements made from 
stone, clay and bone that date from as 
early as the 3rd and 4th millennium BC. 
The Sialk mount is situated some 5 km 
along a main road connecting Kashan 
with Fin.

Located at the 150-hectare National 
Botanical Garden, the Library and 
Documentation Center for Natural 
Resources of Iran is the country’s most 
important reference library in the field of 
natural resources.

The library was founded in 1968 along 
with the establishment of the Research 
Institute of Forests and Rangelands (RIFR).  

Around five years ago, the library moved 
to the present 600-square-meter location.

The new design of the two-story library 
provides ample space for the library 
collection for the next 50 years. 

The library’s 23,150-plus volume 
collection is particularly strong in natural 
resources, with some publications dating 
back to the 19th century addressing plant 
culture, horticulture, deserts, medicinal 
plants, forestry and botany. 

Kept on the ground floor of the library, 
some of the references cannot be found 
elsewhere in the country as they offer a 
unique, one of a kind selection.

The library also houses books featuring 
information about other subjects such as 
natural sciences, mathematics, physics, 
chemistry, geology, medicine, biology, 
animal sciences and zoology. 

The collection comes in the form of 
English and non-English references, Atlases, 
maps, research projects, scientific reports, 
dissertations, journals dating back to the 
late 19th century, CDs, books, and e-books.

Since the library is on the outskirts of 
the capital, it mainly attracts students 
who pursue a degree in environmental 
engineering; although the collection also 
serves members, professional horticulturists, 
researchers, and the public as well. 

A staircase in the middle of the library 
leads visitors to the lower story where all the 
non-circulating collection that is English 

and non-English references are shelved. 
Snake plants, otherwise known as mother-

in-law’s tongues or viper’s bowstring hemp, 
along with some various sized pine cones, 
picked straight from the garden, are laid on 
the staircase with stainless steel handrails, 
decorating the library while creating a nature-
friendly environment inside.

The natural landscape of the garden 
offers a beautiful view from the library while 
providing a lovely, tranquil environment 
for visitors and students to sit at tables 
and enjoy hours of study.

The library has exclusively 300 members 
who are entirely from the botanical garden 
and RIFA staff. 

Maryam Masoom Tamimi, a 30-year-

old librarian with 7 years of experience 
under her belt in that particular library, 
said the library has only a limited number 
of members and does not intend to add 
more to the list. However, she added, “we 
will continue to serve the public.” 

Describing her work experience at the 
library, Masoom Tamimi said, “The library’s 
quiet atmosphere gives me peace. I love 
books and reading and that has always been 
the case since my childhood and therefore 
working in the library seems to be the perfect 
job for me.”

One of the students making frequent 
visits to the library is Sabora Rahanjam, 28. 

Majoring in forest ecology, Rahanjam 
brings her joint-project to the library to 

work on every day. 
“I analyze the data on Loveh Forests 

using full caliper method on living standard 
trees and dead wood and later interpret the 
findings with my professor. The findings 
then will go in the seasonal journal titled 
Iranian Journal of Forests and Popular 
Research.”  

Rahanjam loves the well-organized 
library and calls it “lovely, light and airy 
with beautiful decoration.”  

One of the old timers of the RIFR is Dr. 
Mostafa Assadi, a researcher who has been 
with the institute ever since 1974. 

Also a member on the scientific board 
of the institute and a pioneer in the field 
of herbarium development, Assadi, 67, 
has been working to develop the Central 
Herbarium of Iran.

The institute’s herbarium specimens get 
exchanged with the herbarium specimens 
of neighboring countries. 

He is also the editor and contributor of 
a collection of books called Flora of Iran 
that introduces various plants of Iran and 
was launched in 1988. 

So far, 85 editions of the books have 
hit the market with another 59 editions 
ready to go while the goal is to have about 
160 editions.

Flora of Iran and Iranian Journal of 
Botany as the publications of the RIFR 
gets exchanged with the publications of 
similar institutions of the world, i. e. Russia, 
England, Switzerland, Scotland, Germany 
and others.   

Assadi calls the library “an inseparable 
part of his research” where he goes in often 
for his work. 

The library, situated on the busy Tehran-
Karaj Highway in Azadshahr, about 15 km 
from Tehran, is open to the public 7:30-
15:30 on weekdays and closed on weekends, 
i.e. Thursdays and Fridays and  national 
holidays.  

Exclusive: Many of the country’s most famous ancient 
sites, from Holyrood Park to the Neolithic village of Skara 
Brae, need urgent protection, say experts.

Dozens of Scotland’s most famous historic sites are at 
very high risk of being badly damaged by climate change 
and need urgent protection, an expert survey has found.

Historic Environment Scotland (HES), the agency which 
oversees nearly 340 of the country’s most important castles, 
abbeys, Neolithic sites and ruins, has for the first time 
issued red warnings for nearly a fifth of its sites and put 
amber, high risk warnings against another 70%.

Of those, 28 sites are identified as at the greatest risk 
because they are not yet properly protected. Those include 
Fort George , a vast fortress built near Inverness after the 
battle of Culloden, 800-year-old Inchcolm abbey and 
Inchcolm island on the Firth of Forth, and the Brough of 
Birsay, a Pictish and Viking-settled island in Orkney’s world 
heritage site, threatened by sea level rises and storms.

The agency says those 28 places, already made fragile by 
their age and weathering, are at an “unacceptable level of 
risk exposure that requires immediate mitigating action”.

Among the 70% of its sites given an amber warning 
is Holyrood Park in Edinburgh which includes Arthur’s 
Seat and Salisbury Crags, and borders the Queen’s official 
home in Scotland, Holyrood Palace, as well as the Scottish 
parliament.

The park is at very high risk of being damaged by 
landslides and flooding, which justify red warnings in 
four categories, but those threats are reduced because the 

park is maintained by HES’s ranger service, so under the 
new risk register published on Monday it gets an amber.

Edinburgh Castle has red warnings for the risk of 
landslide and groundwater flooding, but as it too is under 
constant supervision by HES, it also gets an amber rating.

Three other world famous sites, Glasgow cathedral, 
the Neolithic village of Skara Brae and the Maeshowe 
chambered cairn on Orkney, and the Viking village of 
Jarlshof on the southern most tip of mainland Shetland, 
are also given red risk ratings. 

They too are under constant supervision, lowering the 
threat level to amber, but HES officials warn that even 
so, protected sites could still be damaged by the far more 

severe weather events now being forecast.
The study, the first of its kind, has combined climatic 

data from the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, 
geological information from the British Geological Survey, 
and the agency’s own site surveys to draw up a detailed 
assessment of every site. 

Combined into a single database, the surveys have 
confirmed evidence from numerous places that already 
fragile or exposed historic sites are at even greater risk 
from heavier flooding, coastal erosion driven by stronger 
storms and rising sea levels, increased winter rainfall or 
much drier summers. Its publication will increase pressure 
on other conservation bodies such as the National Trust 
of Scotland, which owns numerous sites at risk of extreme 
climate events, to step up their research. 

The database will be constantly updated and refined, said 
Ewan Hyslop, the agency’s head of technical research and 
science, particularly after far more detailed and updated 
UK-wide projections of climate risks are published in 
several months.

HES has increased the priority it gives to climate 
mitigation under legislation driven through by Nicola 
Sturgeon, Scotland’s first minister, which requires public 
bodies to factor climate change into their activities. But 
even so, HES faces an 8% cut in its grant under the Scottish 
government’s draft budget. The budget of Sepa, the Scottish 
agency responsible for monitoring climate change, will 
also be cut again.

(Source: The Guardian) 
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The library’s 23,150-plus volume collection 
is particularly strong in natural resources, 
with some publications dating back to the 

19th century addressing plant culture, 
horticulture, deserts, medicinal plants, 

forestry and botany.

Iranian artisans to show 
skills at Japan exhibit 

TEHRAN – A group of 11 Iranian artisans 
will attend the ‘second week’ of the 85th Tokyo 

International Gift Show, which will be held at the Tokyo Big Sight 
from February 7 to 9. 

“In case Iranian craftspeople are interested in entering Japan’s 
market, this exhibition is a way to do so. However, the products 
must be able to compete with foreign counterparts in terms of 
quality,” Mehr quoted Seyyed Abbasali Emamiyeh, Iran’s tourism 
information envoy to Japan, as saying on Wednesday. 

It is the first time that Iran participates in the event, which 
comprises several sections including toys, stationery, and fashion 
with the motto of ‘Good Design for Happy Life’.

The exhibit’s ‘first week’ will be held from January 31 to February 
3 in Tokyo Big Sight, the city’s international exhibition center.

Dozens of high-quality Iranian handicrafts have been honored 
with the UNESCO Seal of Excellence over the past couple of years.

Isfahan a crossroads for ancient 
civilizations, traders: survey 

Library and Documentation Center for Natural Resources of Iran 
A view of newly-found prehistoric rock carvings in Isfahan province, central Iran

Scotland’s historic sites at high risk from climate change, report says 

Spain set to replace U.S. 
as second most popular 
tourism destination
Spain is set to replace the United States as the world’s second 
most popular tourism destination while France has retained the 
top spot, the UN World Tourism Organization has said.

It is expected that Spain will take the second position with 82 
million visitors last year, UNWTO head Zurab Pololikashvili said.

Definitive figures will be published in the spring.
Pololikashvili did not give any details about the U.S., nor did he 

explain why Spain took the second spot despite a terror attack in 
August and an independence crisis in tourism magnet Catalonia, 
home to Barcelona and the Costa Brava.

John Kester, head of tourism trends at the UN agency, said 
“everything indicates” France would retain its top spot in 2017 – a 
good year for the industry as the number of global tourists leapt 
7% on 2016, the biggest increase in seven years.

Europe was the star of the show as it attracted a large number 
of visitors, up 8% from the previous year, lured in particular by 
the Mediterranean’s sea and sun.

This contrasts with 2016 figures that saw security fears hit 
visitor arrivals in Europe.

“We do see that demand for European destinations has been very 
strong,” said Kester. “We also see important recovery in France,” 
he added, without giving further details about a country that was 
hard hit by extremist attacks.

Spain also suffered a deadly jihadist attack in August in Cata-
lonia, the same region whose leaders tried unsuccessfully to break 
away from Spain, triggering a major crisis that shook Europe.

And while the political crisis sparked a drop in visitor numbers 
to the north-eastern region as massive demonstrations were 
staged following the independence bid, it does not appear to 
have dented overall tourist figures for Spain in 2017.

In 2016, Spain welcomed 75.3 million visitors, just behind 
the US with 75.6 million, while France easily remained the world 
leader with 82.6 million visitors, according to the UNWTO.

(Source: The Guardian) 



There may be at least half a million pieces of 
man-made junk orbiting this planet. Tiny pieces 
can travel around 10 kilometers per second, far 
faster than a bullet. The International Space 
Station has had to adjust its orbit just to avoid 
the stuff. People are rightfully concerned about 
what to do with all this orbital litter.

Recently, a team of Chinese scientists 
published a paper about removing the debris 
with a space-based laser station. Specifically, 
they discussed how the orbit of such a station 
would impact its ability to remove the junk. 
But are we close to seeing such a system? 
Will it ever exist?

The problem of space junk is real — the 
scientists point out that most concerning are 
the pebble-sized pieces of junk that space agen-
cies aren’t tracking. These can cause lots of 
damage to an unprotected spacecraft. 

 Laser a promising option
The Chinese researchers write that lasers 

serve as the most promising option to eliminate 
this debris, noting that Earth’s geography and 
the vast distance between ground and orbit 
make a land-based laser a limited solution.

“Hence, it is necessary to study the basic 
principle and feasibility of space-based la-
ser debris removal,” they write in the paper 
published in the journal Optik.

This paper has led to some press coverage 
— but the idea is not especially new. Scien-
tists have been researching these solutions 
for many years, although one 2015 paper says 

there’s been a sort of recent renaissance for 
the idea of a junk-clearing space laser. That 

2015 paper, published by Austrian researcher 
Manuel Schmitz and others in Acta Astronau-

tica, explains that the debris isn’t really being 
blasted, as some coverage seems to imply. 
Instead, the laser would impart energy into 
the hunk of debris, causing it to fall out of orbit 
and burn up in the atmosphere or deflect out 
of the way of a spacecraft.

 Campaign of experiments
The new paper in Optik consists solely 

of modeling, but really, it’s further experi-
mentation that’s needed: “Only a broader 
campaign of experiments can verify the elab-
orate theoretical models, and create sufficient 
credibility and proof that the laser-ablative 
propulsion mechanism performs as expected 
when used with space debris targets,” says 
the 2015 paper.

And what country is going to let another 
world power put such a laser in space? “It 
could be used for military,” Victor Apollonov, 
a physicist who studies high-powered lasers 
at the Russian Academy of Sciences’ General 
Physics Institute, told Gizmodo. “Due to that, 
it is questionable.” He noted that people have 
been speaking about the idea since the early 
2000s. “I believe the first step should be some 
world-scale discussion about” deploying such 
a laser in space.

So, yes, there are teams researching a 
space-based debris-removing laser. But 
whether countries will allow one another to 
actually deploy such an object is a question 
that has yet to be answered.

(Source: Gizmodo)

A new study claimed that human parasites spread the dev-
astating black plague in medieval Europe. It is generally 
believed that rats and their fleas caused the widespread 
endemic that killed millions of people.  

For the past hundreds of years, flea-infested and dirty 
rats have taken the blame for the spread of the bubonic place 
throughout medieval Europe, which killed millions of people.

However, a new study published in the journal PNAS 
on Jan. 15 suggests that the maligned rodents were not the 
culprits. Instead, the blame can be put on human parasites 

like body lice and fleas for the primary spread of the plague 
bacteria during the Second Pandemic.

It was a deadly time that included episodes of terrible 
outbreaks from the 14th century to the early 19th century. 
The outbreaks, which included the devastating Black Death, 
annihilated one-third of the population in Europe during 
the mid-1300s.

 Human fleas and lice
Scientists have long held the notion that human fleas 

and lice spread the Black Death. That’s because they picked 

up the plague by biting an infected person, then, they could 
have hopped onto another human and infected them with 
the disease.

When fleas infected with the Yersinia pestis bacterium 
bite people, the bacteria can get into the bloodstream and 
congregate in the lymph nodes of the infected person. Lymph 
nodes are present throughout the body and the infection 
can cause them to swell into the horrible buboes, which 
gave the bubonic plague its name.

(Source: Tech Times)
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A review of more than 200 earthquakes 
demonstrated that there is no connection 
between the phase of the moon and huge 
seismic events. 

Huge earthquakes are not significantly 
influenced by the moon, a new study says.

The study, conducted by U.S. Geological 
Survey seismologist Susan Hough, looked at 
earthquakes of magnitude 8 or greater over 
the past four centuries. And a review of more 
than 200 earthquakes demonstrated that 
there is no connection between the phase of 
the moon and the time when huge seismic 
events of magnitude 8 and greater strike.

“That’s obviously a big earthquake 
myth: that big earthquakes happen on the 
full moon,” Hough said in an interview. Her 
study was published Tuesday in the journal 
Seismological Research Letters, a publication 
of the Seismological Society of America.

 Large earthquake strikes
Hough said the myth can gain more at-

tention when a large earthquake strikes on a 
full moon or when scientific studies show a 
weak influence on earthquake rates by tidal 
or other forces.

“In recent years, there have been a couple 
of nice studies that show that tidal forces 
do modulate earthquake rates slightly. It 
makes sense: the tides create stress in the 
solid earth, and not just the oceans. And in 
some cases, that small force can be ‘the straw 
that breaks that camel’s back’ and nudges the 
fault to produce an earthquake,” Hough said.

But it’s also important to understand 
that “this isn’t of any practical value for 
prediction,” Hough said.

A “recent study … for example, concluded 

that very large earthquakes, with magnitudes 
close to 9, tend to occur near the time of 
maximum tidal stress,” Hough said in her 
study, adding that researchers “point out, 
however, that the relationship is not clear-
cut and does not hold when low-magnitude 
events are included in the analysis.”

Indeed, other scientists who have au-
thored studies on the impact of tides with 
earthquakes have been careful to point out 
that many earthquakes will still happen when 
tidal stress is low, and note that the studies 
don’t mean that the public can get a warning 
about the exact date, time and location of 
the next big earthquake.

But sometimes reports of those studies, 
Hough said, “turn into headlines that say 
the moon causes earthquakes.”

 Scientific relity
Exactly when and where earthquakes 

strike is a random process, a scientific re-
ality that often frustrates people who prefer 
patterns and having clues to warn before 
catastrophic events. The primary driving 
force behind earthquakes is the movement 
of tectonic plates.

In an interview in October, USGS research 
geophysicist Ken Hudnut explained why 
earthquakes are impossible to predict. To 
show how a fault gathers seismic stress that 
eventually ruptures into an earthquake, he 
showed a model of bricks sitting on sandpa-
per — equivalent to the two sides of the fault.

U.S. Geological Survey research geophys-
icist Ken Hudnut explains why earthquakes 
happen randomly and cannot be precisely 
predicted.

(Source: LAT)

A French biopharma company has an-
nounced their plans to carry out human 
trials of a new treatment that would insert 
genes from light-seeking algae into the 
eyes of patients with inherited blindness 
in order to help them regain sight. 

The treatment involves optogenetics, 
a technique that converts nerve cells into 
light sensitive cells. Although optogenetics 
is commonly used in animal experiments, 
its effects on humans are far less known.

Last Wednesday GenSight Biologics 
announced that the UK Medicines and 
Healthcare Regulatory Agency accepted 
the company’s clinical trial application to 
start Pioneer Phase I/II. 

 Gene therapy
The trial, expected to begin on UK pa-

tients in the first quarter of 2018, plans to 
study gene therapy as a treatment for pa-
tients with the genetic condition of retinitis 
pigmentosa, the press release announced. 

Retinitis pigmentosa is an inherited 
condition that damages photoreceptor cells, 
or cells that convert light into electrical 
signals. As a result, this slowly changes the 
way the retina reacts to light and makes it 
progressively more difficult for patients to 
see. Eventually patients become completely 
blind. In order to be eligible for the trial, 
candidates must not yet be completely 
blind and at least have the ability to see 
five fingers held up from about a foot and 
a half away, New Scientist reported.

A combination of both optics and ge-
netics, optogenetics involves inserting a 
light sensitive gene into neuronal cells, 
cells in the brain, spinal cord, or in this 

case, the eye. The gene is actually derived 
from single-celled algae and helps the al-
gae detect light, New Scientist reported.

Normally optogenetics is used in ani-
mals to help researchers better understand 
how the brain works as it allows them to 
illuminate certain areas of the brain and 
document brain behavior. 

 Converting ganglion cells
However, in this trial, the doctors hope 

that the gene will convert ganglion cells, 
which normally communicate information 
from the eye to the brain, into photore-
ceptor cells. By recruiting cells to replace 
those damaged by retinitis pigmentosa, 
scientists believe they can restore vision, 
New Scientist reported.

“This therapy is novel in its approach,” 
Dr. Anne Negrin, an ophthalmologist in 
Purchase, New York who is affiliated with 
Greenwich Hospital and not involved in the 
trial or research told Newsweek. “This is the 
first time we are trying to give vision to people 
with degenerative eye disease by recruiting 
ganglion cells to receive light signals to the 
brain, rather than trying to repair already 
damaged photoreceptor cells.”

The gene will be injected into one eye 
and the hope is that it will only boost the 
detection of red light. Patients will then use 
a special goggles to help them improve their 
overall vision. According to the organization, 
Color Blind Awareness, photoreceptors in 
our eyes normally perceive three types of 
light, red, green and blue. However, the 
new photoreceptors created in this project 
can only perceive red light. 

(Source: Newsweek)

Gene-therapy treatment aims 
to cure blindness

Do moon phases produce big 
earthquakes? Study debunks that idea

Bank Melli Iran (BMI) succeeded in receiv-
ing ISO 10002:2014 international certificate 
which deals with trend of studying complaints 
and proposals of customers as well as gaining 
customers’ satisfaction, the Public Relations 
Dept. of the bank reported. 

This prestigious certificate was award-

ed to Bank Melli Iran in 3rd Intl. Quality 
Conference with a focus on reviewing and 
clarifying methods of attaining quality ser-
vices and products. 

At the initiate taken by the Ministry of 
Industry, Mine and Trade and Iran and 
France Joint Chamber of Commerce, this 

prestigious conference was held in the pres-
ence of senior executive officials of French 
companies. 

It should be noted that this international 
standard has been designed in the field of 
studying complaints and proposals of cus-
tomers and gaining their satisfaction as an 

instruction with regard to truth and reality. 
International ISO 1002:2014 certificate 

helps organization to know in what extent the 
management has acted successfully in the field 
of identifying, managing and understanding 
the customers’ demand, the Public Relations 
Dept. of the bank concluded. 

BMI Wins ISO 10002:2014 Intl. Certificate 

Chinese scientists really planning to 
destroy space junk with lasers?

New gene mutation 
likely behind diabetes, 
insulin-producing tumors
Researchers have identified a missense mutation in a gene respon-
sible for the regulation of insulin secretion that is likely associated 
with two distinct phenotypes, including multiple insulin-producing 
neuroendocrine tumors and a type of non-insulin-dependent 
diabetes, according to findings reported in Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences.

The mutation, identified as p.Ser64Phe in the MAFA gene, 
was identified by sequencing the exomes of multiple adults with 
insulinomatosis and diabetes from the same family, according 
to the researchers. The diabetes phenotype resembled maturi-
ty-onset diabetes of the young, or MODY.

“Targeted sequencing in a second independent family with an 
identical clinical phenotype revealed the same MAFA mutation, 
while no pathogenic variants were found in a series of patients 
with insulinomatosis with sporadic clinical presentation,” Donato 
Iacovazzo, MD, of the center for endocrinology at the London 
School of Medicine at Queen Mary University of London, and 
colleagues wrote. 

“Functional analysis demonstrated that the p.Ser64Phe mu-
tation not only significantly increased the stability of MAFA, 
whose levels were unaffected by variable glucose concentrations 
in [beta]-cell lines, but also enhanced its transactivation activity.”

Researchers recruited 39 adults from two families with auto-
somal dominant insulinomatosis and diabetes (19 women) and 
nine patients with sporadic insulinomatosis (eight women), and 
extracted genomic DNA. 

The researchers performed exome sequencing in four partici-
pants with insulinomatosis from family 1, filtering heterozygous 
variants. The identified MAFA missense variant was investigated 
in silico using multiple prediction tools, and MAFA expression 
was assessed using immunohistochemistry in two familial in-
sulinomatosis samples, eight sporadic insulinomatosis and six 
sporadic insulinoma controls, and classified as negative, weak, 
moderate, strong or patchy.                                        (Source: Healio)

There might be a way to 
detect bipolar disorder 
before it starts
A new study has revealed two patterns of symptoms that could 
be used to predict the development of bipolar disorder in young 
people.

These findings could potentially give us a better early warning 
system for the mental health condition that causes extreme mood 
swings and is notoriously difficult to diagnose.

We don’t know exactly what’s behind bipolar disorder (BD), 
though a number of environmental and genetic factors are thought 
to be involved; up until now we haven’t had much data on the 
kind of behavior that can eventually build up to BD either.

To try and improve our knowledge of any potential “prodro-
mal” symptoms, or symptoms appearing before bipolar disorder 
itself shows up, the international team of researchers looked at 
39 previous studies of prodromal symptoms and risk factors for 
BP, sifting through the findings to see if any patterns emerged 
– and two did.

“There was evidence of a wide range of psychopathological 
symptoms, behavioral changes, and exposures with statistically 
significant associations with later diagnoses of BD,” report the 
researchers in their paper.

“Some of these factors anticipated syndromal onset of BD 
by years.”

The first pattern of symptoms the researchers spotted was 
homotypic – that is, similar to BD itself. These symptoms in-
clude mood swings, periods of excitability, and major depression, 
which look almost like bipolar disorder but still fall short of the 
full condition.

These symptoms were described as “low sensitivity”, which 
means that most young people with these symptoms didn’t go 
on to develop bipolar disorder.

However, they had “moderate to high specificity”, meaning 
the symptoms did appear in many of those who were eventually 
diagnosed with the condition.             (Source: sciencealert.com)

Slow ‘hot electrons’ could 
improve solar cell efficiency
Photons with energy higher than the ‘band gap’ of the semiconduc-
tor absorbing them give rise to what are known as hot electrons. 
The extra energy in respect to the band gap is lost very fast, as 
it is converted into heat so it does not contribute to the voltage. 

University of Groningen Professor of Photophysics and Op-
toelectronics Maria Antonietta Loi has now found a material 
in which these hot electrons retain their high energy levels for 
much longer. This might make it possible to use more of their 
energy to obtain a higher voltage. Her results were published 
on 16 January in Nature Communications.

The efficiency of solar panels is hampered by a Goldilocks 
problem: photons need to have just the right amount of energy 
to be converted into free electrons, which contribute to the volt-
age. Too little energy, and the photons pass right through the 
solar panel. Too much, and the excess energy disappears as heat.

The latter is due to the creation of hot (high-energy) electrons. 
Before they can be extracted from the solar cells, these hot elec-
trons first give off their excess energy by causing vibrations in 
the crystalline material of the solar panel. ‘This energy loss puts 
a limit to the maximum efficiency of solar cells’, explains Loi.

She is working on a special type of solar cell that is made of 
organic-inorganic hybrid perovskites. 

Perovskites are named after a mineral that has the chemical 
formula ABX3. In the X position, anions form an octahedron, 
while in the A position cations form a cube around them, while 
a central cation takes the B position.    (Source: eurekalert.org)

The problem of space junk is real — the 
scientists point out that most concerning 

are the pebble-sized pieces of junk that 
space agencies aren’t tracking. These can 

cause lots of damage to an unprotected 
spacecraft. 

Black plague spread by human parasites not rats, new study claims
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There are polluting industrial units and sand mines operating 
in Tehran province which aggravate the situation. And it seems 
that green tax paid by industries is not specifically allocated to 

combating air pollution.

United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) in Iran, supports the 14th International 
Energy Exhibition to promote the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals 7 (SDGs) on “ensure 
access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern 
energy for all”. 

The UNIDO’s Representative in Iran, Dr. Maryam 
Javan Shahraki will be the keynote speaker in the 
opening of the fair on “UNIDO’s Contributions on 
Energy Efficiency and Energy Saving in Iran.”

The 14th International Energy Exhibition will be 
held in Kish Int’l Exhibitions Center, Kish Island, 

Iran on 22– 25 January 2018 as a place to introduce 
the country capabilities in the fields of oil, gas, 
petrochemicals, water & electricity, new energy, 
chemicals & related industries.

UNIDO will organize two seminars for sharing 
the achievements of “Industrial Energy Efficiency 
in 5 Key Sectors (IEE) Project” which is funded by 
Global Environmental Facility (GEF).

The national coordinator and experts of IEE project 
will be available in UNIDO’s booth for sharing the 
projects information with the industries.

The 14th International Energy Exhibition is 

organized by support of Iranian stakeholders of oil 
and gas industry like Ministry of Petroleum, National 
Iranian Oil Company, National Iranian Gas Company, 
National Petrochemical Company, National Oil Refinery 
and Distribution Company, etc. 

More than 200 local and foreign companies 
would participate in this event, to reach their target 
customers and share the information of available 
energy technology with each other.

This fair has allocated some part of its income to 
supporting the victims of earthquake in Kermanshah.

(Source: UNIC)

UNIDO to support 14th Intl. Energy Exhibition in Kish

“-ee”
 Meaning: a word ending that indicates someone who 

receives, performs, is the subject or is connected with
 For example: The following resources have 

been made available to attendees to help ensure 
a great experience at the conference.

Fill somebody in
 Meaning: to tell someone about recent events, 

especially because they have been away from a place
 For example: I think you’d better fill me in on what’s 

been happening.

Blow away the cobwebs
 Explanation: if something blows away the 

cobwebs, it makes you feel livelier and refreshes 
your ideas

 For example: Let’s get out of the house. A walk on 
the beach will blow away the cobwebs!

PREFIX/SUFFIX PHRASAL VERB IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Tehran to become more
disability friendly
Tehran Municipality has allotted some 103 billion rials (nearly $3 
million) to ensure improved accessibility for people with disability 
living in the metropolis.
Making life easier for people with disability by making the city more 
accessible is a top priority for the municipality, IRIB quoted deputy 
mayor for traffic and transport affairs Maziar Hosseini as saying.

پایتخت برای معلوالن مناســب سازی می شود
شــهرداری تهــران مبلغــی معــادل 103 میلیــارد ریــال بــرای تســهیل رفــت و آمــد 

معلــوالن و مناســب ســازی کالنشــهر تهــران اختصــاص داده اســت.
ــران  ــهرداری ته ــل ش ــل و نق ــاون حم ــیما مع ــزاری صداوس ــزارش خبرگ ــه گ ب
ــه عنــوان  ــار حســینی گفــت: تســهیل رفــت و آمــد معلــوالن و جانبــازان ب مازی

ــی باشــد. ــه هــای شــهرداری تهــران م ــت برنام اولوی

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

EU declares war on plastic waste
The EU is waging war against plastic waste as part of an urgent 
plan to clean up Europe’s act and ensure that every piece of 
packaging on the continent is reusable or recyclable by 2030.

Following China’s decision to ban imports of foreign re-
cyclable material, Brussels on Tuesday launched a plastics 
strategy designed to change minds in Europe, potentially tax 
damaging behavior, and modernize plastics production and 
collection by investing €350m (£310m) in research.

Speaking to the Guardian and four other European 
newspapers, the vice-president of the commission, Frans 
Timmermans, said Brussels’ priority was to clamp down on 
“single-use plastics that take five seconds to produce, you use 
it for five minutes and it takes 500 years to break down again”.

In the EU’s sights, Timmermans said, were throw-away 
items such as drinking straws, “lively colored” bottles that 
do not degrade, coffee cups, lids and stirrers, cutlery and 
takeaway packaging.

The former Dutch diplomat told the Guardian: “If we don’t 
do anything about this, 50 years down the road we will have 
more plastic than fish in the oceans … we have all the seen the 
images, whether you watch [the BBC’s] Blue Planet, whether 
you watch the beaches in Asian countries after storms.

“If children knew what the effects are of using single-use 
plastic straws for drinking sodas, or whatever, they might 
reconsider and use paper straws or no straws at all.

“We are going to choke on plastic if we don’t do anything 
about this. How many millions of straws do we use every day 
across Europe? I would have people not use plastic straws 
any more. It only took me once to explain to my children. 
And now … they go looking for paper straws, or don’t use 
straws at all. It is an issue of mentality.”

He added: “[One] of the challenges we face is to explain 
to consumers that arguably some of the options in terms of 
the color of bottles you can buy will be more limited than 
before. But I am sure that if people understand that you can’t 
buy that lively green bottle, it will have a different color, but 
it can be recycled, people will buy into this.”

As part of its strategy, the EU will carry out an impact 
assessment on a variety of ways to tax the use of single use 
plastics, although details on potential models were notably 
lacking from the published strategy documents.

Last week, the budget commissioner, Günther Oettinger, 
claimed that a levy on plastics could be one way in which 
Brussels could fill the €13bn hole in its budget left by the 
UK’s withdrawal from the EU.

“Let’s study this,” Timmermans said. “In a perfect world 
the revenues of this tax will decrease very rapidly, we have to 
check in an impact assessment whether this is a sustainable 
form of income also for the EU’s finances. I think there is a 
lot of support out there.”

The EU wants 55% of all plastic to be recycled by 2030 
and for member states to reduce the use of bags per person 
from 90 a year to 40 by 2026.

An additional €100m is being made available on top of 
current spending to research better designs, durability and 
recyclability and EU member states will be put under an 
obligation to “monitor and reduce their marine litter”.

The commission said it will promote easy access to tap 
water on the streets of Europe to reduce demand for bottled 
water, and they will provide member states with additional 
guidance on how to improve the sorting and collection of 
recyclable plastic by consumers.

The EU’s executive is also to propose new clearer label-
ling for plastic packaging so consumers are clear about their 
recyclability, and there are plans to ban the addition of mi-
croplastics to cosmetics and personal care products, a move 
that has already been taken by the UK government.

New port reception facilities will seek to streamline waste 
management to ensure less gets dumped in the oceans under 
a directive already published.

“More and more it is becoming a health problem because 
it is degrading, going to little chips, fish are eating it and it is 
coming back to our dinner table,” said European Commission 
vice president Jyrki Katainen on Tuesday.

While the EU’s initiative was thick on pledges, and short 
on detail on how to force member states to act, Timmermans 
insisted the bloc was serious about the challenge facing them.

Every year, Europeans generate 25m tons of plastic waste, 
but less than 30% is collected for recycling. Across the world, 
plastics make up 85% of beach litter.

(Source: The Guardian)

Daylight Savings Time 
A: Did you set your clock forward for daylight savings time?
B: What? Why do we have to do that?
A: Well, at the start of the spring we usually have more daylight 
in the mornings and less in the afternoon. This is basically due 
to our position on the planet and the rotation of the earth. In 
any case, to take better advantage of the daylight available, we 
compensate by moving our clocks forward one hour.
B: I see. That’s convenient! I never understood things like this, 
such as GMT. I never know what time zone we are in or when 
to change my clock!
A: That just stands for Greenwich Mean Time. Here in California, 
we are in Pacific Standard Time that is eight time zones west of 
Greenwich. Remember when we were in Beijing? Well, then we 
were in China Standard Time, and that’s eight time zones east 
of Greenwich!
B: That’s why it was so weird traveling from Beijing to LA! Be-
cause of the huge time difference, even though we left Beijing at 
noon and flew for more than eight hours, we still arrived in LA 
the same day at noon! It’s like we went back in time!

  Key vocabulary
daylight savings time: system that provides more daylight 
during the day
rotation:  circular motion of turning around as on an axis
compensate: provide or be an equivalent; make up; make amends
time zone: a region where the same standard time is used
go back in time: to travel to a time that has already passed

 Supplementary vocabulary
spring forward, fall back: set clocks ahead 1 hour in the 
spring and back 1 hour in the fall
DST: daylight savings time
European Summer Time: the name for “daylight savings 
time” in Europe
clock shift: the amount of time by which to set a clock forward 
or backward
equinox:  the twice yearly times when the lengths of day and 
night are almost equal

 (Source: irlanguage.com)

L E A R N  E N G L I S H

TEHRAN — The public and celebrities 
gathered in front of the building of 

National Iranian Tanker Company in a sad Tuesday 
evening here in Tehran to commemorate the victims 
of Sanchi oil tanker over a candlelight vigil.

The Sanchi, heading South Korea with 136,000 tons of 
Iran’s light crude oil, collided with a Chinese freighter off 
east coast of China on January 6. The oil tanker caught fire 
due to the collision and after days of burning, eventually 
sank on January 14. Sadly, the impossibility of finding 
victims’ bodies further intensified the loss.

Following the tragic incident all those aboard, 
including 30 Iranian sailors and Bangladeshi ones, 
lost their lives. 

Candlelight vigil 
to honor victims 

of Sanchi 
S O C I E T Y
d e s k

1     Tehran trucks running on diesel 
engine are temporarily banned from 
the streets, which dramatically reduced 
PM2.5 fine particles in the capital, he 
said, emphasizing that these vehicles 
play a key role in air pollution.

  Clunkers plying in Tehran
Based on statistics, 97 percent of buses 

and 34 percent of trucks in Tehran are 
outdated, Tajrishi said, adding that there 
are totally about 8,000 buses and some 
30,000 trucks moving in Tehran.

He referred to the renovation of public 
transport buses as the “Achilles heel” of 
all previous programs which were trying 
to fight air pollution and pointed to the 
talks which are being conducted with 
some Italian, Chinese and South Korean 
bus manufacturers to provide new buses 
and accelerate the renovation process. 
The process is time-consuming since 
the production capacity is relatively 
low, he noted.

  Low quality fuels
Pointing out the prominent role of 

fuels in air pollution, he argued that new 
trucks and buses fueled by low standard 
diesel would also create pollution.

Tajrishi who is a university professor 
maintained that the domestic production 
capacity of euro 4 diesel just satisfies 
half of the country’s need and the oth-
er half receives euro 2 diesel. Attempts 
have been made to provide metropolitan 
areas with euro 4 diesel but not proved 
entirely successful, he added.

  Altering school calendar
Tajrishi described the proposed idea 

of one-month break for schools in late 
autumn and early winter for cold cities 
as “certainly a sedative”, emphasizing 
that it is not a permanent solution for 
air pollution.

  Tehran’s new traffic scheme
If approved by Tehran City Council, 

the new traffic scheme will divide the 
metropolitan into three zones of A to 
C. All citizens who wish to enter all traf-
fic zones with their personal car will be 
charged accordingly, with zone A being 
the costliest.

The civil engineering professor 
characterized the new traffic scheme as 
“technically fair,” stressing that charges 
should be high enough to deter people 
from using personal cars.

The new traffic scheme is aimed to 
limit PM2.5 fine particles, he highlighted, 
adding, “If this aim is not fulfilled, the 
Department of Environment will abolish 
the scheme right away.”

We can make a simple deduction here. 
According to analyses that Tajrishi men-
tioned, just 3 percent of PM2.5 particles 
in Tehran are produced by personal cars, 
and on the other hand, the traffic scheme 
is specifically planned for personal cars; 
so we just raise the cost of using personal 

cars for- the best scenario- 3 percent re-
duction of fine particles? Irrational. We 
can either raise doubt over the accuracy 
of analyses or environmentally-oriented 
purpose of new traffic scheme as Tehran 
Municipality claims.

  Tehran’s air pollution; a co-
nundrum

The decade long challenge of air pol-
lution in Tehran can be attributed to 
many causes.

First of all, there are vehicles. Con-
siderable number of inefficient clunker 
buses, trucks and cars ply in Tehran 
and the car scrapping process is two 
slow compared to the vehicles import 
and production rate. Also, the impact 

of substandard domestically produced 
cars, which is an inevitable result of 
lack of competition, on the air pollution 
cannot be neglected.

Then, public transportation fleet 
doesn’t meet the expectations of citizens 
both in terms of capacity and comfort. 

There are polluting industrial units and 
sand mines operating in Tehran province 
which aggravate the situation. And it 
seems that green tax paid by industries 
is not specifically allocated to combating 
air pollution.

Surely, there is no painless solution 
for this conundrum, but whatever the 
pain, it won’t be acuter than the loss of 
life of our fellow citizens.
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No painless solution to air pollution

A view of Tehran with excellent air quality on November 24, 2016 
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By staff & agencies
Human rights groups have roundly con-
demned a ruling by a Bahraini court to affirm 
a two-year jail sentence for activist Nabeel 
Rajab, saying the verdict “illustrates the 
corruption” of the kingdom’s justice system.

Rajab had been found guilty in July of 
“spreading rumors and untruthful informa-
tion” against the government in TV interviews.

The verdict was upheld in November, 
following a legal challenge by Rajab. On 
Monday, an appeals court affirmed the lower 
court verdict, in a decision that was final.

The International Federation for Human 
Rights (FIDH) on Tuesday urged the Bah-
raini government to immediately release 
Rajab, saying he is a political prisoner who 
had “done nothing”.

“Nabeel is not only a human rights de-
fender but also a man of intellectual value. 
He should not be in jail,” Dimitris Chris-
topoulos, president of the Paris-based group, 
told Al Jazeera. 

“I expect the Bahraini authorities to under-
stand that violating the fundamental human 
rights of rights defenders is not the way to 
proceed,” he said, even as he warned that 
Rajab could face an even longer jail term 
for a separate case he faces.

Saeed al-Shehabi, leader of the opposition 
Bahrain Freedom Movement, called the ruling 
an “implementation of a state policy” and 
warned that the leadership in the capital, 
Manama, was determined to block any dissent.    

“Yesterday’s decision was not just a gross 
violation of his human rights and the princi-
ples of fair trial,” al-Shehabi told Al Jazeera 
on Tuesday. 

“This is a political decision. He did not 
get a fair trial. He was tried for peaceful ex-
pression of opinion,” he said, adding that “95 
percent of those in jail” in Bahrain “are there 
because of peaceful expression of opinion”.

 ’Routine misuse of courts’
While already in jail, the government 

charged Rajab with more offences over his 
social media posts about torture in Bahrain’s 
Jau Prison - where he is held -  and his crit-
icism of the Saudi-led war in Yemen, which 
his country’s rulers support. 

Rajab had also written a letter published 
in the New York Times, criticizing Bahrain’s 
treatment of its people and handling of dissent.

For those charges, Rajab faces a separate 
15-year jail term, a prospect that Christopou-

los, of FIDH, described as “outrageous” and 
“grotesque”.

The Bahrain Center for Human Rights, 
the rights watchdog which Rajab leads, said 
the kingdom “routinely misuses the courts” 
to target activists and opposition members.

“We are very worried about Nabeel’s safety 
and well-being,” the organization said in a 
statement on Monday.

“Authorities should release him imme-
diately, drop the charges against him and 
investigate thoroughly his possible ill-treat-
ment in detention.”

Sayed Ahmed Alwadaei, director of the 
London-based Bahrain Institute for Rights 
and Democracy (BIRD), said that Rajab was 
denied “a fair trial at every stage”.

“This is a slap in the face of free expression 
and tragically illustrates the corruption of the 
justice system,” Alwadaei said in a statement.

“Bahrain’s rulers are fearful of the truth,” he 
said, adding that they have been “emboldened 
by the unconditional support” of the U.S. and 
UK, both of which have existing or pending 
military bases in the tiny Persian Gulf state.

Rajab, who had been previously jailed in 

2012 and 2014, was re-arrested in July 2016. 
It took another six months for the prosecutor 
to investigate and file charges against him, 
and he later received the two-year sentence.

 ’Humiliating treatment in jail’
According to BIRD, the upholding of the 

sentence on Monday means Rajab will stay 
in jail at least until the end of 2018. Since 
his 2016 detention, he would have spent two 
years and six months in prison - six months 
beyond his sentence.

For Rajab’s second charge, which carries 
up to 15 years in prison, a decision is due 
in February.

At Jau Prison, BIRD said, Rajab had been 
subjected to “humiliating treatment”, includ-
ing the forcible shaving of his hair, “degrading” 
search of his body and confiscation of his 
personal belongings.

He had been transferred to the facility 
in October 2017, after being hospitalized 
for six months because of the deterioration 
of his health.

  Death-row activist arrested
Meanwhile, Bahraini regime forces have 

arrested two political activists, including one 

who has been sentenced to death, amid ongo-
ing anti-regime protests across the country.

On Tuesday, Bahraini police forces de-
tained Hussein Abdullah Hali al-Rashed, 
29, who has been handed a death penalty 
and also stripped of his citizenship.

Rashed had been on Manama regime’s 
wanted list since 2008.

Security forces also arrested Sheikh 
Mahmoud al-Aali, after a court issued a 
six-month prison sentence against him, 
Arabic-language Lualua TV network reported.

The developments came as Bahraini 
people staged anti-regime protests across 
the sheikdom, including in Sanabis, al-Akr, 
al-Ma’amir and several other regions.

On Thursday, Amnesty International ex-
pressed deep concern over the continuation 
of human rights violations in Bahrain, saying 
the situation is indicative of the Al Khalifah 
regime’s campaign to silence voices of dissent.

Read more:
Thousands of anti-regime protesters have 

held demonstrations on an almost daily basis 
ever since a popular uprising began in the 
tiny Persian Gulf state in mid-February 2011.

They are demanding that the Al Khali-
fah dynasty relinquish power and allow a 
just system representing all Bahrainis to be 
established.

Manama has gone to great lengths to 
clamp down on dissent. On March 14, 2011, 
troops from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates were deployed to assist Bahrain 
in its crackdown.

Scores of people have lost their lives and 
hundreds of others sustained injuries or been 
arrested as part of the crackdown.

Thousands of anti-regime protesters have 
held demonstrations in Bahrain on an almost 
daily basis ever since a popular uprising be-
gan in the country in mid-February 2011.

They are demanding that the Al Khali-
fah dynasty relinquish power and allow a 
just system representing all Bahrainis to be 
established.

Manama has gone to great lengths to clamp 
down on any sign of dissent. On March 14, 
2011, troops from Saudi Arabia and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates were deployed to assist 
Bahrain in its crackdown.

Scores of people have lost their lives and 
hundreds of others sustained injuries or got 
arrested as a result of the Al Khalifah regime’s 
crackdown.

As Catalan parliament meets, 
some call for fugitive ex-
leader to rule by Skype
Catalonia’s parliament met on Wednesday in a first step toward 
forming a new government dominated by the question of whether 
sacked former leader Carles Puigdemont can return as president 
and continue his push for independence from Spain.

Puigdemont’s supporters have suggested the former journalist 
could rule the wealthy region via video link from self-imposed 
exile in Brussels, to where he fled in October to avoid arrest for 
charges including sedition and treason.

The Spanish government had imposed direct rule on the region, 
whose economy is bigger than that of Portugal, after the previous 
Catalan administration led by Puigdemont made a unilateral 
declaration of independence.

However, a regional election in December returned a slim 
majority to secessionist parties in terms of seats.

In a sign of strength for the parties seeking a split from Spain, 
Catalan lawmakers on Wednesday elected pro-independence 
politician Roger Torrent as speaker of the regional parliament.

Torrent was the preferred candidate for speaker of the two 
main pro-independence parties, Junts per Catalunya (Together 
for Catalonia) and Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya (Repub-
lican Left of Catalonia).

Puigdemont tweeted his congratulations to the new speaker.
“I am sure you will exercise the post with nobility and bravery, 

protecting institutions and the country,” he said.
The secession movement has also been weakened by the fact 

that five members of parliament, including Puigdemont, are in 
Brussels while three are in custody for their role in an illegal 
independence referendum in October.

Late on Tuesday, the two main pro-independence parties 
said they would back Puigdemont as presidential candidate. A 
first vote to choose a new leader is likely to take place on Jan. 31.

Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy has dismissed the 
possibility that Puigdemont could rule by Skype as absurd and 
the Catalan parliament’s own legal experts have ruled that any 
president must be physically present in parliament.

The decision lies in the hands of the Catalan parliamentary 
committee which was voted in on Wednesday with a clear ma-
jority for the secessionists with four of seven members coming 
from the pro-independence parties.

Rajoy has said he will contest in the courts any move to allow 
Puigdemont to return to power.

The seats of absent lawmakers were marked with giant yellow 
ribbons on Wednesday. Even if these lawmakers are unable to 
vote, the pro-independence parties will still have more weight 
in parliament than those favoring unity with Spain.

Pro-independence supporters gathered outside the parliament 
on Wednesday waving red and yellow Catalan flags.

“I know that we are going to have a lot of problems with the 
Spanish government but we are going to do it,” said demonstra-
tor Dolors Esplugas. “On Jan. 31, Carles Puigdemont is going 
to be appointed.”

Uncertainty over the region’s future has led to thousands of 
companies, including two of the country’s top banks, moving 
their headquarters from Catalonia to elsewhere in Spain.

The independence drive has also increased tension between 
Madrid and Barcelona, divided people the region, and caused 
resentment in much of the rest of Spain.

(Source: Reuters)

Masked men set fire to 
Russian rights group office 
in Caucasus
Two masked men set fire to the office of top Russian rights group 
Memorial in volatile Ingushetia a week after the arrest of its 
director in neighboring Chechnya, the group said Wednesday.

Computers and documents were destroyed in the attack, ac-
cording to a statement on Memorial’s website.

Memorial said a CCTV camera recorded the two men entering 
its office building at night in Nazran, a town in the Republic of 
Ingushetia in the North Caucasus, and throwing canisters into 
the group’s work place through an internal window.

Footage seen by AFP shows a man in a balaclava using a ladder 
to adjust a security camera on the building.

The group published photos of the aftermath of the fire, including 
a photo of a bottle it believes contained a flammable substance.

Last week, Chechnya detained the director of the local Me-
morial branch Oyub Titiyev for drug possession that activists say 
are bogus. The case has received international condemnation.

Memorial speaks about human rights violations in Russia and 
has specifically accused Chechen strongman Ramzan Kadyrov of 
heading a totalitarian regime that uses kidnapping and torture.

The rights group said the link between the arson attack in 
Ingushetia and “those forces who are trying to destroy the work 
of Memorial in Chechnya and pressure the organization as a 
whole in the North Caucasus is obvious.”

It added that it considers the arson attack a “terrorist act” 
and called on local authorities to investigate.

But the Kremlin dismissed the link between the two cases.
“I don’t think that such conclusions can be drawn on the bases 

of a famous Memorial director in Chechnya stopped with drugs,” 
the Kremlin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Wednesday.

“These are two different republics, two different subjects of the Rus-
sian Federation,” Peskov added. Kadyrov is an ally of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and has ruled Chechnya with an iron fist for a decade.

The Council of Europe’s Human Rights Commissioner Nils 
Muiznieks Wednesday condemned the “succession of events that 
illustrates the threatening climate” for human rights defenders 
in the North Caucasus.

Attacks on rights groups in Russia’s volatile North Caucasus 
are not uncommon.

(Source: AFP)

A corrupt regime

Twenty nations agreed to consider tougher sanctions to 
press North Korea to give up its nuclear weapons and 
U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson warned Pyongyang 
it could trigger a military response if it did not choose 
negotiations.

A U.S.-hosted meeting of countries that backed South 
Korea during the 1950-53 Korea War also vowed to support 
renewed dialogue between the two Koreas “in hopes that 
it leads to sustained easing of tensions” and agreed that 
a diplomatic solution to the crisis was both essential and 
possible.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has refused to give 
up development of nuclear missiles capable of hitting the 
United States in spite of increasingly severe U.N. sanctions, 
raising fears of a new war on the Korean peninsula.

The United States and Canada co-hosted the day-long 
meeting in Vancouver to discuss ways to increase pressure 
on Kim.

U.S. officials have reported a debate within the Trump 
administration over whether to give more active consider-
ation to military options, such as a pre-emptive strike on a 
North Korean nuclear or missile site.

Tillerson brushed off a question about such a “bloody 
nose” strike, telling a closing news conference: “I’m a not 
going to comment on issues that have yet to be decided 
among the National Security Council or the president.”

However, he said the threat posed by North Korea was 
growing.

“We all need to be very sober and clear-eyed about the 
current situation ... We have to recognize that the threat is 
growing and if North Korea does not chose the pathway of 
engagement, discussion, negotiation, then they themselves 
will trigger an option,” Tillerson said.

“Our approach is, in terms of having North Korea chose 
the correct step, is to present them with what is the best 
option – talks are the best option; that when they look at 
the military situation, that’s not a good outcome for them.”

“It is time to talk, but they have to take the step to say 
they want to talk.”

The Vancouver meeting pledged to ensure that U.N. 
sanctions already in place were fully implemented and 

the participants said in a joint statement they agreed “to 
consider and take steps to impose unilateral sanctions 
and further diplomatic actions that go beyond those re-
quired by U.N. Security Council resolutions.” They gave 
no details.

Tillerson said all countries needed to work together to 
improve interdiction of ships attempting to skirt sanctions 
and said there must be “new consequences” for North Korea 
“whenever new aggression occurs.”

He said the meeting had agreed that China and Russia, 
which did not attend the Vancouver talks and sharply crit-
icized them, must fully implement U.N. sanctions.

Speaking in Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Lu Kang said Canada and the United States were 
demonstrating a “Cold War mentality” that would divide 
the international community and damage chances of an 
appropriate settlement on the peninsula.

“Only through dialogue, equally addressing the reason-
able concerns of all parties, can a way to an effective and 
peaceful resolution be found,” Lu added.

U.S. officials say discussion of a military strike option 
has lost some momentum since North and South Korea 
held formal talks for the first time in two years this month 
and Pyongyang said it would send athletes to the Winter 
Olympics that South Korea will host next month.

 ‘Not time for reward’
Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono said in Vancouver 

that the world should not be naive about North Korea’s 
“charm offensive” in engaging in talks with the South.

 “It is not the time to ease pressure, or to reward North 
Korea,” he said. “The fact that North Korea is engaging in 
dialogue could be interpreted as proof that the sanctions 
are working.”

South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha said 
she hoped the dialogue would continue well beyond the 
Olympics, but stressed that existing sanctions must be ap-
plied more rigorously.

Tillerson said North Korea must not be allowed “to drive 
a wedge” through allied resolve or solidarity and reiterated 
Washington’s rejection of a Chinese-Russian proposal for the 
United States and South Korea to freeze military exercises 

in return for a freeze in North Korea’s weapons programs.
A senior State Department official said U.S. Defense 

Secretary Jim Mattis briefed the Vancouver participants 
over dinner on Monday and stressed the U.S. preference 
for a diplomatic solution, while keeping a military option 
on the table.

“It was a chance to raise people’s confidence that we have 
thought through this, that we definitely prefer a diplomatic 
solution,” the official said.

Russia and China have been accused of not fully imple-
menting the U.N. sanctions, something they deny.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, speaking on Tuesday 
in the West African state of Sao Tome, said everyone should 
cherish the present easing of tension on the Korean peninsula.

But history shows that each time tensions ease, there could 
be interference or backsliding, Wang added.

“Now is the time to test each side’s sincerity,” he said. 
“The international community must keep its eyes wide open, 
and see who is really the promoter of a peaceful resolution 
to the peninsula nuclear issue and who will become the 
saboteur who causes a return to tensions.”

A U.S. official said Susan Thornton, the State Depart-
ment’s senior diplomat for East Asia, would travel to Beijing 
from Vancouver to brief China on the outcome. He said he 
expected Tillerson to provide readouts to his Russian and 
Chinese counterparts.

(Source: Reuters)

Myanmar police shot dead seven demon-
strators, while 12 were injured in troubled 
Rakhine State, after a local gathering cele-
brating an ancient Buddhist Arakan kingdom 
turned violent.

The demonstrators gathered late on 
Tuesday in Mrauk U township in the 
northern part of Rakhine to mark the end 
of the Arakan kingdom, the secretary of 
the Rakhine state government, Tin Maung 
Swe, told Reuters.

The violent demonstration underscores 
the challenges facing Myanmar leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi in a country where dozens 
of ethnic groups have been clamoring 
for autonomy since independence from 
Britain in 1947.

Some 4,000 people surrounded a gov-

ernment building after the annual ceremony 
marking the demise of the Arakan kingdom 
over 200 years ago, Tin Maung Swe said. 
Organizers did not seek approval from local 
authorities for the gathering, he said.

“The police used rubber bullets ini-
tially but the crowd didn’t leave. Finally 
the security members had to shoot. The 
conflict happened when some people 
tried to seize guns from the police,” 
he said.

Tun Ther Sein, regional MP from Mrauk U, 
said some of the critically injured protesters 
were taken to the state capital of Sittwe, a 
three-hour drive south of the ancient town 
studded with Buddhist temples.

The United Nations in Myanmar called 
on authorities to “investigate any dispropor-

tionate use of force or other illegal actions 
that may have occurred in relation to this 
incident”.

“We urge respect for the rights to peace-
ful assembly and freedom of expression, 
and call for the security forces and demon-
strators to act with restraint and to avoid 
further violence,” the agency wrote in a 
statement.

The U.S. embassy in a statement expressed 
“deep concern for all innocent people affect-
ed by the violence” and hoped “reason and 
restraint will prevail.”

Myanmar government spokesman 
Zaw Htay did not respond to requests for 
comment.

The Rakhine, also known as Arakanese, 
are one of the 135 officially recognized 

ethnic groups in Myanmar. Their identity 
is closely connected to the once power-
ful Arakanese kingdom along the Bay 
of Bengal, which was conquered by the 
Burmese kingdom in 1784. The kingdom 
was once an important stop on the old 
silk trade route.

Tensions in Rakhine have risen since a 
sweeping Myanmar army operation in August 
inflamed communal tension and triggered an 
exodus of over 650,000 Rohingya Muslims 
to Bangladesh.

“Very sad to hear reports of civilian casu-
alties in Mrauk U...Rakhine urgently needs 
non-violent rule of law,” Kristian Schmidt, 
the European Union’s Ambassador to My-
anmar, said on Twitter.

(Source: Reuters)

Nations to consider more North Korea sanctions, U.S. warns on military option

Myanmar police shoot dead seven protesters in troubled Rakhine
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As one of Italy’s most promising young 
footballers, Cagliari striker Han Kwang-
song should have the world at his feet and 
a bright future ahead of him.

Having burst on to the scene last season in 
Serie A, Han has thrived during a loan spell 
at Perugia in the second tier this campaign 
attracting Juventus’ interest in the process. 
Always first in the queue for the finest pros-
pects, the Old Lady are reportedly close to 
sealing a summer transfer for the teenager.

Han is already a full international at just 
19 years old with two caps for his country.

The only problem for Han is - that country 
is North Korea.

Leader Kim Jong-un wants North Korea 
to become a genuine force in world football 
and Han is central to the dictator’s plans, 
the youngster they have pinned a nation’s 
hopes on to fire them to glory.

Born in the capital Pyongyang, Han was 
a sensation from an early age and was sent 
to a football academy in Barcelona at just 
13. He returned to his homeland with FC 
Chobyong before impressing at the 2015 
Under-17 World Cup in Chile.

Italian senator Antonio Razzi, close friends 
with Kim Jong-un, invited Han to participate 
at the prestigious ISM Academy in Italy. 

A successful trial at Cagliari followed and 
last season Han broke into the first-team and 
became the first North Korean to score in 
Serie A in just his second appearance.

But there is a political cloud hanging over 
Han which threatens to derail his career be-
fore it’s even started. 

After scoring a hat-trick on the opening 
weekend of the Serie B season for Perugia, 
completing the treble with a deft side-footed 
volley, Han netted in his next appearance 

against Pescara. 
The early-season form saw him invited 

on to the popular sports show La Domenica 
Sportiva, with the Italian public keen to know 
more about the latest teen sensation.

But just hours before Han was due to drive 
up to the television studio in Milan he received 
a call from one of Kim Jong-un’s henchmen 
demanding that he cancel his appearance.

‘A call from a not very clear ministry figure 
arrived and it blocked everything,’ Perugia 
president Massimiliano Santopadre told La 

Stampa. ‘Negotiating was impossible because 
Pyongyang want to talk only and exclusively 
with Han.

‘The situation with their government has 
become even more rigid and their footballers 
have been prohibited from appearing on TV, 
otherwise they would have repatriated him. 
Han is scared.’

Serious questions have also been raised 
over whether Cagliari should be paying 
Han’s wages given that the vast majority 
of his pay-packet is reportedly being sent 

back home.
North Korea laws dictate that the wages 

of any citizen working outside the national 
borders belong to their government. Therefore 
by paying Han’s wages, Cagliari are indirectly 
funding an enemy state.

Just last year, Italy became the fifth coun-
try to expel the North Korean ambassador 
over the dictatorship’s continued pursuit of 
nuclear weapons. 

Cagliari insist Han’s wages are being 
paid directly to him but claim they cannot 
account for what the player does with them 
afterwards. Should Juventus sign Han and 
double or treble his wages, the issue will 
become even more pressing.  

Fiorentina were forced to withdraw their 
contract offer to highly-rated North Korean 
starlet Choe Song-hyok last year after accusa-
tions that they were funding the authoritarian 
government’s nuclear weapons programme 
by paying his salary.

After Fiorentina had Choe’s contract 
terminated with the help of the Italian 
government, the striker signed for Perugia 
where he now shares a dressing room with 
his compatriot Han.

For Cagliari and Juventus, Choe’s saga 
represents a reminder of the political mine-
field involved when signing a North Korean 
footballer.

North Korea caused one of the most hu-
miliating moments in Italian football history 
when they dumped the Azzurri out of the 1966 
World Cup with a shock 1-0 victory thanks to 
Pak Doo-ik’s goal at Ayresome Park.

More than 50 years on from Pak’s winner, 
another North Korean threatens to inflict 
further embarrassment on Italy.

(Source: Daily Mail)

Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane said 
on Wednesday he cannot foresee Cristiano 
Ronaldo leaving the club, despite various 
reports in the Spanish media saying he is 
in the middle of a stand-off with president 
Florentino Perez over a pay dispute.

Ronaldo, 32, signed his last deal with 
Real in November 2016 until June 2021, 
but is reported to be demanding another 
new contract to bring his salary in line 
with Lionel Messi and Neymar, the top 
two earners in world soccer.

“I can’t imagine Real Madrid without 
Cristiano, this is his club and the one where 
he needs to be,” Zidane told a news confer-
ence ahead of Real’s King’s Cup quarter-final 
first leg against Leganes.

“We all know what people are talking 
about outside the club, but inside he has 
to just think about playing, as always. I 
only want to talk about his performances.”

Ronaldo collected a joint-record fifth 
Ballon d’Or award in December but has only 
scored four times in La Liga this season, a 
huge factor in the Spanish and European 
champions limp title defence.

Real have fallen a remarkable 19 points 
behind runaway league leaders Barcelona 
and are currently fourth in the standings, 
trailing second-placed Atletico Madrid by 10 
points and third-placed Valencia by eight, 
although they have played one game less.

“Everyone loves him for everything he 
has done. We are in a difficult moment right 
now but he is still with us,” Zidane added.

“Cristiano is old enough to deal with 
the club himself. I only talk to him about 
what goes on on the pitch. He manages 
what goes on off it.”

Earlier on Wednesday, Real great Manolo 
Sanchis said the club should resist Ronaldo’s 
demands for a pay hike.

“Madrid don’t need to increase his (Ron-
aldo’s) salary,” Sanchis, who won eight Liga 
titles and two Champions Leagues with the 
club between 1983 and 2001, told Spanish 
radio station Cadena Cope.

“If Madrid collapse this season, he will 
be on his way out. (Alfredo) Di Stefano left 
Madrid so anyone can leave now without 
it causing a big drama.”

(Source: Eurosport)

After 517 games for Bayern Munich, 113 
for his country, a World Cup title, a Cham-
pions League triumph and eight German 
league titles, it’s understandable that the 
34-year-old Philipp Lahm is regularly asked 
why he hung up his boots. In an article for 
Bild on Wednesday, Lahm attempted to 
answer that question.

“As it was a very subjective feeling, I 
appreciate most people couldn’t under-
stand that something had changed for me. 
But I’m sure that had I kept playing, that 
fine line, one that I had already felt, would 
have become visible at some point,” wrote 
Lahm, who felt he couldn’t keep reaching 
the standards he set himself.

Once he became captain, he became a 
mentor and talked with teammates. His 
greatest reflection was within himself 
though - and that’s where the first seeds 
of retirement were sown. “At the start of 
every season, I always asked myself - am I 
meeting my own standards? Can I still do 
it? I didn’t want to come to the conclusion 
that I couldn’t during a season.”

Unlike many footballers who leave 

the game, Lahm was not left with a void 
though. His transition away from the game 
was aided by his work in business, and of 
course more time with the family. Perhaps 
most all though, Lahm just felt the timing.

“When I watch Bayern games today, 
I’m convinced that my retirement was 
also the right move for the team. The team 
could restart and a new hierarchy could 
be formed.”

Bayern have certainly moved on from 
Lahm and Bastian Schweinsteiger, but 
perhaps a true new era for the club will 
only begin once Arjen Robben and Franck 
Ribery also call time on their careers.

The return of Lahm to Bayern in a 
non-playing capacity has always seemed 
likely, and the former right back admits 
he is considering where and how he can 
best put his experience to use. First though, 
like he did in his career, he must be ready.

“Of course I can still imagine working 
with Bayern Munich again at some point, 
but those who know me know I like to be 
prepared.”

 (Source: Deutsche Welle)

Zidane: Ronaldo leaving Real Madrid 
beyond imagination

Philipp Lahm: I asked myself whether 
I could still do it

Nadal mows down Mayer to 
reach third round

Ronaldinho. See? You’re smiling already. Just thinking 
about the things he did and the way he did them, the way 
he was, gets you giggling. Look him up on YouTube and 
maybe you’ll fall for him all over again, a bit like all those 
defenders. Watch for long enough – it won’t take long – and 
you might even feel like standing to applaud, just like the 
Santiago Bernabéu did, an ovation for a Barcelona player, as 
if for all the rivalry they hadn’t so much been beaten by his 
genius as shared in it. Sergio Ramos was on the floor, they 
were on their feet. Cameras zoomed on a man in the north 
stand with a moustache and a cigarette hanging limp from 
his lip. Bloody hell, did you see what he just did?

It’s a question that was asked a lot. What Ronaldinho did, 
no one else did. And it wasn’t just what he did; it was the way 
he made people feel. Nostalgia, memories, are about that: 
not so much events but emotions. Watching Ronaldinho 
was fun, it made people happy. Those may be two of the 
most simple, childish words of all but they are the right ones. 
Football stripped right down to its essence: happy, fun.

There may never have been a player who made the game 
as enjoyable as Ronaldinho, in part because he played and it 
was a game. “I love the ball,” he said. One coach, he recalled, 
told him to change, insisting that he would never make it 
as a footballer, but he was wrong. It was because he played, 
because he enjoyed it, that he succeeded: the grin on his face 
was not just there after he won the league, the Champions 
League, the World Cup and the Balon d’Or, it was there 

while he won them. It became contagious. “He changed 
our history,” Barcelona midfielder Xavi Hernández said.

One Real Madrid director claimed that Madrid hadn’t 
signed him because he was “too ugly” and would “sink” 
them as a brand. “Thanks to Beckham, everyone wants to 
shag us,” he said. He, too, was wrong: everyone wanted to 
embrace Ronaldinho, enjoy him. The long, Soul Glo hair, 
the goofy grin, that surfer’s “wave”, thumb and little finger 
waggling – a gesture so his, so symbolic of Barcelona’s revival 
that is was fashioned from foam and sold in the club shop.

An entire publicity campaign was built around him, 
the embodiment of “jogo bonito”. He might not have been 

beautiful but his game was and no one was more attractive, 
a marketing dream Madrid missed. Almost a comedy car-
toon character himself, he inspired the “BarcaToons” and 
on Spain’s version of Spitting image his puppet giggled and 
laughed and repeated one word over and over: fiesta!. “I 
am like that,” he admitted.

On the pitch, too, an extension of that expressiveness. 
“When you have the ball at your feet, you are free,” Ronald-
inho wrote in an open letter to his younger self, repeating a 
mantra: creativity over calculation. “It is almost like you’re 
hearing music. That feeling will make you spread joy to 
others. You’re smiling because football is fun. Why would 
you be serious? Your goal is to spread joy.” He said that 
was the way his father, a shipbuilder and football fan who 
worked weekends at Gremio’s ground, had told him to play. 
His older brother Roberto was at Gremio too. And then, 
growing up, there was Bombom, his dog. He also played.

Ronaldinho’s brother was his idol but he ended up bet-
ter than him. He was better than anyone at the time: you 
genuinely wondered if he might end up better than anyone 
else ever. It didn’t last long enough for that but it lasted 
because he did things you’d never witnessed before, skills 
most never imagined let alone replicated, and that emotion 
remained. “His feet are so fast he can touch the ball four 
times in half a second. If I tried to do what he can do, I’d 
end up injuring myself,” Philippe Cocu said.

(Source: Guardian)

Ronaldinho: a player so good he made you smile

Top seed Rafa Nadal continued his marauding path through the 
Australian Open, hammering Argentine Leonardo Mayer 6-3 
6-4 7-6 (4) to reach the third round on Wednesday.

Channelling his early years with a sleeveless shirt, the muscu-
lar Mallorcan threw Mayer like a rag-doll around the Rod Laver 
Arena court for two hours and 38 minutes, pounding the world 
number 52 with a barrage of top-spin bombs.

A masterful performance was blighted only by a late wobble, 
when Nadal was broken serving for the match at 5-4 in the decider.

But the Spaniard found an extra gear in the tiebreak, wrap-
ping up the match with a monster serve to the corner that Mayer 
battled to get a racket to.

Nadal’s bid for a 17th grand slam title continues against Bos-
nian 28th seed Damir Dzumhur.

(Source: Reuters)

Liverpool footballer Jon Flanagan has been sentenced to 40 hours 
of unpaid work and a community order for assaulting his girlfriend.

The 25-year-old defender pleaded guilty to common assault 
by beating of Rachael Wall at an earlier hearing.

Liverpool Magistrates’ Court heard he “slammed” his partner 
against the wall and kicked her “while she was on the floor” in 
Liverpool on 22 December.

Flanagan has made more than 50 first-team appearances 
for the club.

A club spokesman condemned “in the strongest possible terms, 
the player’s actions” and said the club will now begin considering 
“any internal disciplinary action”.

The 12-month community order will include 15 rehabilitation 
activity days, 40 hours of unpaid work, £85 costs and an £85 
victim surcharge. The court was shown CCTV footage of Flanagan 
hitting his partner, pushing her against a wall twice and then 
kicking her in Duke Street in the city center at about 03:20 GMT.

Alan Currums, prosecuting, said a witness stated he had “seen 
the male throw the female against the wall and then kick her 
while she was on the floor”.

He said the man saw Flanagan place one hand on Ms Wall’s neck 
and one on her throat before he “slammed her against the wall”.

The witness said he shouted from his balcony to Flanagan that 
he was “out of order” and the footballer replied with offensive 
language that he would “come and knock you out”.

Sentencing the Liverpool-born player, District Judge Wendy 
Lloyd said it was “undoubtedly sad”.

“It was a matter of this lady going to the floor twice and you 
used your foot on her on one occasion,” she said.

 (Source: BBC)

The two Koreas on Wednesday agreed to form a united women’s 
hockey team and march together under a unified peninsula flag 
at next month’s Winter Olympics in the South, after the latest 
in a flurry of cross-border talks.

Following a working-level meeting held at the truce village 
of Panmunjom, the two sides also announced that their athletes 
would make a joint entrance carrying a pro-unification flag, ac-
cording to Yonhap news agency.

A North Korean delegation will visit the South next week 
to review the facilities at the Games venue, Yonhap reported.

South Korea also agreed to send its athletes to the North’s 
Masikryong ski resort for training ahead of the Pyeongchang 
Olympics that run through February 5 to 25.

North Korea’s Olympic delegation, athletes, cheering squad, 
taekwondo delegation and reporters will travel by land through 
Kaesong, which lies on the main road from Pyongyang to Seoul.

Nuclear-armed Pyongyang agreed last week to send athletes, 
high-level officials, performers and others to the Pyeongchang 
Games, taking place just 80 kilometres (50 miles) south of the 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) that divides the peninsula.

Seoul has long sought to proclaim the event a “peace Olympics” 
in the face of tensions over the North’s weapons programmes 
-- which have seen it subjected to multiple UN Security Council 
sanctions -- and the discussions represent a marked improvement.

Three officials from each side took part and the results will 
be discussed by both Koreas with the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) in Lausanne, Switzerland, on Saturday.

The IOC must approve extra Olympic slots for the North’s 
athletes after they failed to qualify or missed deadlines to register.

(Source: AFP)

Manchester City have confirmed defender Nicolas Otamendi 
has signed a new deal, which will run until 2022.

Otamendi’s initial deal was due to expire in 2020, with his 
new terms tying him to City for an additional two campaigns.

The Argentina international came under fire for some slop-
py performances following his reported £32million move from 
Valencia in 2015, but he has shown vast improvement in Pep 
Guardiola’s second season at the helm and has only missed one 
Premier League game this term. Otamendi has successfully adapted 
to the passing style demanded by former Barcelona boss Guar-
diola, leading the Premier League in completed passes at 2033.

The 29-year-old scored the winner as City defeated arch-ri-
vals Manchester United 2-1 at Old Trafford last month amid a 
record-breaking run of 18 successive league victories.

Although Guardiola’s side suffered their first defeat of the 
campaign against Liverpool on Sunday, they remain 12 points 
clear of United at the Premier League summit.

(Source: Goal)

Liverpool footballer Jon 
Flanagan sentenced for 
assault

Koreas to march under 
single flag at Winter 
Olympics

Otamendi pens Man City deal 
to 2022

Juventus’ North Korean target Han 
faces a political cloud 
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Nikkhah Bahrami to return to 
Iran National Basketball Team
TASNIM —  Newly-elected president of Iran Basketball Federa-
tion Ramin Tabatabaei says former captain of Team Melli Samad 
Nikkhah Bahrami will return to the national team.

Nikkhah Bahrami was excluded from Team Melli after former 
president of Iran Basketball Federation Mahmoud Mashhoon 
announced that they’re going to bring new generation of bas-
ketball players.  

Now, Tabatabaei has said he will pave the way for the captain 
to return to Team Melli.

According to him, Nikkhah Bahrami is a member of Iran na-
tional basketball team in the match against Kazakhstan in the Asian 
Qualifiers for FIBA Basketball World Cup 2019, slated for Feb. 22.

Tabatabaei also said Hamed Haddadi has no problem to play 
for Iran national basketball team after he left Team Melli ahead 
of the match against Qatar in late November. 

Mustafa Denizli reaches 
agreement with Tractor Sazi: 
Report 

Turkish football coach Mustafa Denizli has reportedly reached 
an agreement with Iranian football club Tractor Sazi. 

Denizli will sign a contract with Tractor Sazi until the end of 
the season for a fee of $400,000.

Denizli, who has already worked in Iranian football teams 
Pas and Persepolis, will replace Yahya Golmohammadi in the 
Tabriz-based team.

Former Werder Bremen coach Alexander Nouri and former 
Turkey national team coach Kazim Ersun Yanal are among the 
candidates to take charge of Tractor Sazi.

Tractor Sazi are preparing for the 2018 AFC Champions League, 
where they have been drawn with the UAE’s Al-Jazira, Al-Ahli of 
Saudi Arabia and Winner Play-off West 3 in Group A.

(Source: Fanatik)

Sajjad Shahbazzadeh joins 
Qatar SC 

Press TV — Qatar SC have completed the signing of Iranian 
striker Sajjad Shahbazzadeh on Wednesday.

Shahbazzadeh became surplus to requirements in Iranian 
club Esteghlal after he failed to find the net in eight matches in 
Iran Professional League.

The 27-year-old Iranian striker will play along with Brazilian 
striker Patrick Fabiano in Qatar SC.

Qatar SC also parted ways with their Iranian defender Mo-
hammad Tayyebi in the January transfer window.

Qatar SC sit at the bottom of table in the Qatar Stars League, 
bagging eight points from 12 matches.

Qatar SC are a sports club based in Doha, Qatar. It is best known 
for its football team which competes in the Qatar Stars League.

Iranian referees to officiate 
at 2018 Asian Men’s 
Handball Championship

IRNA — Iranian referees Majid Kolahdouzan and Alireza Mousav-
ian will officiate at the upcoming 2018 Asian Men’s Handball 
Championship in South Korea.

The Asian Handball Federation (AHF), in a letter addressed 
to the two Iranian men, officially invited them to referee at the 
continental sporting event.

During the official draw conducted on September 13, 2017, 
the national Iranian men’s handball team was put in Group A 
of the preliminary round of the 2018 Asian Men’s Handball 
Championship, and joined squads from Uzbekistan and Japan.

Australia, Bahrain, and Oman form Group B in the forthcom-
ing tournament. Group C consists of Bangladesh, India, South 
Korea and the United Arab Emirates.

China, New Zealand, Saudi Arabia and Qatar are in Group D.
The 2018 Asian Men’s Handball Championship, which will 

be the 18thedition of the event, will kick off on January 18, and 
will wrap up on January 28.

Brazilian blind football 
star returns

Jefinho will return to training after taking a year off from the 
field as the Brazilian blind football team begins the first phase 
of practices ahead of June’s World Championships between 20 
and 28 January in Sao Paulo.

The ‘Paralympic Pele’ is widely considered the world’s best 
blind footballer and arguably the best in history, and has been 
key for Brazil’s success over the last decade. He was called up to 
the national team for the first time in 2006 and has not stopped 
winning titles ever since.

So far he has won three Paralympic golds, two World Champi-
onships titles, three Parapan American golds and three Americas 
Championships titles.

In 2016, Jefinho starred on home soil as he led the all-con-
quering Brazilian team to gold at the Paralympic Games. The two 
outstanding goals he bagged against China in the semi-finals are 
considered two of the best ever scored at a Paralympics.

The 2018 World Championships will take place in Madrid, 
Spain, from 8-17 June.                                 (Source: Paralympic.org) 

Eamon Zayed made his name with the likes of Derry City and 
Bray Wanderers and went on to play in the likes of Malaysia 
and Iran.

The former Irish Under-21 international also plays for Libya 
via the Granny Rule!

One of the most interesting spells of Zayed’s career was 
his time with Persepolis FC, based in Tehran, the Iranian 
capital.

His start in Iran was very difficult, he spoke no Persian 
while there was a further language barrier with his Turkish 
coach, who tried to get rid of him after a month before the club 
president intervened.

“They’re not very keen on foreign players, for the first month 
it was ‘me, myself and I’, nobody wanted to say hello or anything.

“The first month was really difficult, I questioned everyday 
what I was doing there.

“I thought ‘how can I get out of here?’ I felt like the coach 
and team didn’t want me there.”

The Tehran derby clash with Esteghlal would change 
everything for Zayed though.

“There was 86,000 there, usually they get over 100,000 
but the reason for that was that it was at the start of February, 
it was freezing. “I’ve never experienced temperatures like it. I 
was named in the 18-man squad but I didn’t feel any pressure 
because I though ‘you know what? I haven’t even kicked a ball 
for these guys, the likelihood of him using a player he hasn’t 
used before in such a big game is slim.’

“We were playing at home in the Iran national stadium 
(the Azadi Stadium), it’s not far from the hotel but there were 
so many people on the streets.

“The streets were filled with red and blue (the teams’ colors) 
so it took a very long time to get to the stadium even though 
it’s only five minutes up the road. I remember just taking it 
all in thinking ‘this is unbelievable’.

“I was just on the bench soaking up the atmosphere. In the 
first half we were 1-0 down, off we go into the dressing room 
at half-time, again I don’t know what was said.

“Usually the coach tells three subs to warm up at half-time, 

I wasn’t one of them. “The other four went in, I remember 
thinking ‘I’m not going to get on here’. There was tea and coffee 
there so I made myself a cup of tea and sat there looking at the 
coach speak but not knowing what he was saying.

“I remember the electricity went out in the whole stadium 
for about 15 minutes, it was pitch black in the dressing room, 
the coach continued to speak and it was about five minutes 
before the team was due to go back out I heard my name being 
called by the translator.

“Eamon, Eamon, Eamon!’ He came up and said ‘the coach 
wants you to warm up’. I put the tea down and went out onto 
the pitch, I wish I could have taken a picture, it was still pitch 
dark and most of the 86,000 people there had there phones out.

“I remember jogging on the pitch warming up, looking at 
the crowd and thinking ‘this is just great’.

“Five minutes later the electricity comes back, the game 
starts again and within ten minutes we go another goal down.

“With around 30 minutes to go the coach called me over, 
I remember being a bit nervous but then thinking, ‘hang one, 
you’re 2-0 down, you’ve nothing to lose here’.

“I went on and we had a player sent off in the 70th min-
ute. Our coach was going to take me off, I’d only been on ten 

minutes, he was going to bring another midfielder on to play 
a 4-4-1 and I was going to be a scapegoat.”

Zayed’s time in Iran was again on the brink of disaster but 
the following ten minutes changed everything.

“Literally as he was finishing his talk with the player, I 
scored. There was a roar, but a reserved one.

“Two or three minutes later the ball gets played across and 
I scored with a header to make it 2-2.

“Now you can hear the roar, I ran over to the crowd and 
everybody went crazy.

“In the 90th minute we had a throw in at their corner flag, 
our coach is trying to tell the players to keep the ball in the 
corner to see it out. “The guy who gets the ball, instead he 
takes on a player and whips in a cross.

“Normally you’d get murdered for it there was only me in 
the box, I took a touch and turned and scored.

“Then it’s just pandemonium, everyone from the bench is 
running over to me and jumping on me.

“It was a bit of a blur, three goals ten minutes, you don’t get 
time to think, but it was crazy. Absolutely crazy.”

Zayed wasn’t immediately aware of the magnitude of what 
he’d just done, the hat-trick made him a national celebrity.

“It was absolutely massive, I went back to the hotel with 
my agent. There were tears in his eyes.

“I’d proved myself and that was what I wanted to do. There 
was a wedding going on in the hotel, a guy comes over and 
asks: ‘Are you Eamon Zayed?’

“Prior to that game the coach had spoken to me twice, 
through his translator, calls me over to congratulate me in 
fluent English. “It turns out a good few of the players had a 
bit of English, ‘Good morning, how are you, how’s things?’

The coverage after that was phenomenal, I continued playing 
and ended up scoring a hat-trick in my first Asian Champions 
League game.

“Their New Year is March 21, I went on the equivalent of 
their RTÉ New Year’s Eve show to wish the nation a happy 
New Year!”

 (Source: Buzz.ie)

Eamon Zayed recalls his hat-trick in the Tehran derby

Iran national football 
team may be surprised 

by a friendly match with Azzurri. 
Mehdi Taj and Mohammad Reza Saket, 

President and Secretary General of Football 
Federation Islamic Republic of Iran (FFIRI) 
participated in the fifth FIFA Executive 

Football Summit in 2017/2018 series in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands on Tuesday. 

The Iranian officials negotiated with their 
Italian counterparts to extend cooperation 
with the European federation. 

It’s said the Iranian federation has shown 
interest in holding a training camp in Italy 

ahead of the 2018 World Cup. 
Iranian media reports suggest that 

Team Melli may play a warm up match 
with Italy in the camp. 

Team Melli have been drawn along 
with one-time World Cup champions 
Spain, UEFA titleholders Portugal and 

Morocco in Group B.
Carlos Queiroz’s men will kick off the 

competition with a match against Morocco 
on June 15.

Iran, meanwhile, face Spain in Kazan 
on 20 June before meeting Cristiano Ron-
aldo’s Portugal in Saransk five days later.

Borussia Dortmund coach Peter Stoger 
has said he assumes Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang will remain at the club this 
month despite speculation linking him 
with a move to Arsenal.

Sources told ESPN FC on Tuesday that 
Arsenal had held talks with Dortmund about 
the transfer of Aubameyang but, talking to 
Sport Bild, Stoger said “I’d like to think that” 
when asked if he thought the striker would 
remain at the club.

Stoger also said “a lack of understand-

ing” was behind Aubameyang’s suspension 
from the squad for Sunday’s draw against 
Wolfsburg.

“Disappointment is the wrong word for 
it,” Stoger said. “It’s rather a lack of under-
standing, because I can’t really comprehend 
such a behaviour. But admittedly I am not 
the only one.

“I actually got to know him as a decent lad, 
and that’s why it’s even harder to understand. 
But I am not personally disappointment, in 
the sense that it affects me more than the 

squad or the club.”
Stoger, who replaced Peter Bosz in De-

cember, added that he does not expect a 
team “to march lock-step like in the army” 
but felt he needed to act in this case.

“I am here to develop a team, and 
thus I make the decisions which help 
the club in the long run, even though 
they might not be ideal for short-term 
success,” he said.

Playing without Aubameyang, who has 
scored 13 goals in 15 appearances this season, 

Dortmund, despite several good chances, 
drew 0-0 with Wolfsburg on Sunday.

“We knew the decision [to suspend 
Aubameyang] would cause some noise. But 
we all want to develop a team spirit here. 
We can still achieve a lot with it,” he said.

“I don’t rate fines as the only consequence. 
I never once fined anyone in my entire career. 
Somebody shows the cash, and that’s it? My 
punishment tends to be at the weekend, like 
in this case.”

(Source: ESPN)

Iran to play pre-World Cup Italy friendly

Stoger hopes Aubameyang will stay with Dortmund

Persepolis of Iran sit in seventh place 
among the Asian teams in the Germa-

ny-based International Federation of Football History 
& Statistics (IFFHS) rankings.

Saudi Arabian giants Al Hilal and Al Ahli are first and 
second Asian teams in the rankings, followed by China’s 
Shanghai SIPG, Urawa Reds Diamonds from Japan, and 
South Korean teams Ulsan Hyundai and Suwon Bluewings. 

Iran champion Persepolis are seventh among the 
Asian teams and sit in 118th place in the world. 

Multiple Cups winners Real Madrid have again proved 
their ability by claiming their fourth success in the 2017 
annual CLUB WORLD RANKING.

The club had previously won the top world ranking 
in 2000, 2002 and 2014 and are a previous winners of 

the Club World Cup, the UEFA Champions League, the 
European Super Cup and the LIGA. 

Brazilian club Gremio , which were ranked 34th in 
2016, made a great jump to be rated second in the listing 
after winning the Copa Libertadores and reaching the 
final in the Club World Cup.

Manchester United came from 12th in 2016 to finish 
in third place with their victory in the Europa League 
and regular club performances.

Fourth place went to FC Barcelona, winners of the UCL 
four times in the last 8 years, ahead of Paris Saint Germain, 
which gained a place in the Top 10 for the third successive year.

Flamengo (ranked 95 in 2016) finished sixth followed 
by FC Juventus, Bayern Munich, Manchester City and 
FC Salzburg. 

Persepolis seventh Asian team in IFFHS rankings 
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Mehdi Taj and Mohammad Reza Sa-
ket, President and Secretary General 

of Football Federation Islamic Republic of Iran (FFIRI) 
participated in the fifth FIFA Executive Football Summit 
in 2017/2018 series in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

The Iranian officials negotiated with their Italian 
counterparts to extend cooperation with the European 
federation in the meeting.

Taj and Saket also met the Royal Dutch Football Associa-
tion officials, based on the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) signed by two federations in November 2016.

With all of the participants sharing the same goal 
– to promote the game – they met in the knowledge 
that their development efforts will ultimately benefit 
not only their own countries, but the footballing world 
as a whole, fifa.com wrote.

Representatives from the AFC, CONCACAF and 
UEFA met in the Dutch capital and discussed the FIFA 
Forward program, the future of youth and women’s 
competitions and opportunities for improving the 
transfer system and international match calendar.

They also reported on their experiences and coun-
try-specific issues and brought themselves up to date 
on the global game. The summit provided all of the 
delegates with an opportunity to share their knowledge 
and coordinate next steps.

The following member associations participated in 
the 5th FIFA Executive Football Summit in Amster-
dam on 16 January: IR Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, Myan-
mar, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Anguilla, Aruba, Curacao, 
Suriname, Austria, Croatia, Estonia, Germany, Italy, 
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Wales, Armenia.

FFIRI officials attend FIFA 
Executive Football Summit
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“The Fakeys”: Comedians turn tables 
on Trump’s ‘fake news’ awards

Alec Baldwin defends filmmaker 
Woody Allen as Hollywood backs away

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Actor 
Alec Baldwin on Tuesday expressed 
support for filmmaker Woody Allen as 
a growing number of entertainment in-
dustry stars seek to distance themselves 
from the “Annie Hall” director as part of 
the Time’s Up campaign against sexual 
misconduct.

Baldwin, who appeared in three of 
Allen’s films, said on Twitter that the 
renunciation of the director and his work 
was “unfair and sad to me.”

Baldwin said working with Allen was 
“one of the privileges of my career.”

Allen has repeatedly denied decades-old 
accusations. But sentiment has turned 
against him during the misconduct scan-
dal sweeping Hollywood that has led to 
dozens of successful men being forced to 
resign or being dropped from projects.

Baldwin said he did not intend to 
“dismiss or ignore such complaints.”

“But accusing people of such crimes 
should be treated carefully,” he added.

Representatives of Allen did not 
respond to a request for comment on 
Tuesday. The director has never been 
charged with a crime.

Allen, 82, won Oscars for the films 

“Annie Hall”, “Hannah and Her Sisters” 
and the 2011 comedy “Midnight in Paris”, 
and continues to release a new movie 
almost every year.

Timothee Chalamet, 22, the star of 
romance “Call me By Your Name”, this 
week became the latest actor to announce 
he will donate the salary he earned from 
an Allen movie to “Time’s Up” and other 
causes for abuse victims.

He followed Rebecca Hall, Ellen Page 
and Mira Sorvino who have made dona-
tions or issued regrets about working with 
Allen in recent weeks. Last week “Lady 
Bird” director Greta Gerwig, who acted 
in the 2012 film “To Rome with Love”, 
said she would not work with Allen again.

The “Time’s Up” campaign against 
sexual harassment in the workplace was 
launched two weeks ago by more than 
300 Hollywood industry figures.

Allen’s most recent film “Wonder 
Wheel”, distributed by Amazon Studios, 
has fared poorly at the North American 
box office taking only $1.4 million since 
its Dec. 1 release.

His next film “A Rainy Day in New 
York”, starring Chalametand also from 
Amazon, is due for release later this year.

TEHRAN – Director Parviz Sheikhtadi 
has said that Ali Nasirian, the 83-year-old 

star of his movie “Emperor of Hell”, will amaze filmgoers 
at the 36th Fajr Film Festival by his strong professional 
performance.

Nasirian plays the role of an Arab mufti in the movie 
that sheds light on the Arab muftis’ role in the rise of the 
extremism of Daesh.

“We will watch one of his brilliant performances and 
masterpieces,” Sheikhtadi informed the Persian service 
of FNA on Wednesday.

“His performance is so strong that it can be considered 
as a workshop for many from the young generation of 
Iranian actors,” he added.

Sheikhtadi also collaborated with Nasirian in his 2009 

anti-Zionist drama, “Saturday’s Hunter”. 
“Many young stars will be participating in the Fajr 

festival with several movies, but Mr. Nasirian will thrill 
the audience at the event with his mastery in the movie,” 
he stated.

“His collaboration in the project is regarded booty 
for us,” he added. 

“Emperor of Hell” will be screened in a noncompetitive 
category of the Fajr Film Festival that will take place in 
Tehran from February 1 to 11.

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Comedian 
Samantha Bee is campaigning for “Shrill-
est Reporting,” late-night talk show host 
Stephen Colbert put up a billboard in New 
York’s Times Square in a bid to win votes, 
and rival Jimmy Kimmel calls them “The 
Stupid People’s Choice Awards.”

Far from silencing these critics, U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s announcement that 
he would hand out awards for what he calls 
“fake news” has fired up comics and media 
commentators - and has them competing 
for a “prize.”

Trump, who has frequently criticized 
the press, calling them “the enemy of the 
people”, often uses the term “fake news” 
to cast doubt on reports critical of him or 
his administration, many times without 
presenting evidence to support his case.

Trump on Jan. 2 tweeted that he planned 
to announce “THE MOST DISHONEST & 
CORRUPT MEDIA AWARDS OF THE 
YEAR” six days later. He then postponed 
the event until Jan. 17, saying on Twitter, 
“The interest in, and importance of, these 
awards is far greater than anyone could have 
anticipated!”

A day ahead, White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Sanders, responding on Tuesday to a 

reporter’s question at a news briefing, said 
on she had no details on what she called a 
“potential event.”

Late-night TV hosts, who have mocked 
Trump since his 2016 election win, swiftly 
dubbed the awards “The Fakeys” or “The 
Trumpies.”

Colbert, host of “The Late Show” on CBS, 
is campaigning for “Fakest Dishonesty,” 
“Dishonestest Corruption” and “Smallest 
Button” among several other made-up 
categories.

In the spirit of Hollywood’s movie awards 
season now underway, “The Daily Show” on 
Comedy Central took out a spoof full-page 
“for your consideration” ad in the New York 
Times, touting the program’s qualifications.

In a tongue-in-cheek war of insults, “The 
Daily Show” has also run videos asking wheth-
er Colbert and comic Samantha Bee of “Full 
Frontal” on TBS “can really be mistrusted,” 
and proclaiming the satirical show’s South 
African-born host, Trevor Noah, “literally 
un-American.”

Trump’s announcement followed nearly 
a year in which, according to a Washington 
Post analysis, Trump made some 2,000 
false or misleading statements in his first 
12 months in office.

NEW YORK (Reuters) — An attempt 
by Qatar-owned film company Miramax to 
buy Weinstein Co. has complicated plans 
to sell the studio to a group of investors 
led by former Obama administration 
official Maria Contreras-Sweet, the Los 
Angeles Times reported on Tuesday, 
citing people familiar with the matter.

In November, Contreras-Sweet put 
together a consortium of investors who 
offered $275 million for The Weinstein 
Co.

But Harvey and Bob Weinstein, who 

co-founded Weinstein Co. in 2005 and 
own about 46 percent of the business, 
have been trying to steer the company 
toward a deal with Miramax, the Los 
Angeles Times said. 

The Weinstein Company has been 
looking for a buyer or rescue financing 
since last fall as the studio continues 
to grapple with the fallout of sexual 
harassment allegations against former 
co-chairman, Harvey Weinstein, who left 
the company three months ago.

The company’s investment bankers 

at Moelis & Co have been focused on 
an outright sale, rather than a debt 
restructuring or bankruptcy.

On Monday, Killer Content Inc, the 
movie producer that has partnered 
with philanthropist Abigail Disney in a 
consortium vying to acquire the Weinstein 
Company, said a bankruptcy may be the 
best way forward for the embattled U.S. 
film and TV studio.

Both Miramax and Weinstein Co 
could not be immediately reached for 
a comment.

TEHRAN – Portuguese 
singer Ricardo Ribeiro, 

who is one of the most famous musicians in 
fado music, gave a concert during the 33rd 
Fajr Music Festival in Tehran on Tuesday.

Three guitarists also accompanied Ribeiro 
in the performance, which was held at Vah-
dat Hall, the Persian service of Honaronline 
reported on Wednesday.

Fado, a type of Portuguese singing tra-
ditionally associated with pubs and cafés, is 
renowned for its expressive and profoundly 
melancholic character, Britannica writes.

The singer of fado (literally, “fate”) speaks 
to the often harsh realities of everyday life, 

sometimes with a sense of resignation, some-
times with hope of resolution.

There are two distinct styles of fado, the 
older of which is associated with the city 
of Lisbon and the more recent with the 
north-central Portuguese city of Coimbra. 
The Lisbon style emerged in the first half of 
the 19th century, following the 1822 return 
to Portugal of the Portuguese government, 
which had been displaced to Brazil during 
the Napoleonic Wars.

Ribeiro, 37, is primarily influenced by 
fado legend Fernando Maurício. Ribeiro 
made his commercial recording debut in 
2004 with “Quando Se Gosta de Alguém”.
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A billboard for late-night talk show host Stephen Colbert is seen near Times Square 
in the Manhattan borough of New York City. New York, U.S., January 16, 2018. 
(Reuters/Mike Segar)

Director Woody Allen poses during a photocall for the film “Cafe Society” out of 
competition, before the opening of the 69th Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, France, 
May 11, 2016. (Reuters/Eric Gaillard)

Curtains go up for Fajr 
theater festival 

1     “Entre-Cabanes”, an exposition by Ramona Poenaru 
and Gael Chaillat from France will be set up at the Tehran Book 
Garden today in the off-stage section. The exposition will be on 
view during the festival.

Entre-Cabanes is a multimedia installation, which invites the 
public to experience the practice of architecture.

About 200 troupes from Iran and other countries will perform 
during the event, which will be running until January 29.

Leman Yilmaz from Turkey, Lucia van Heteren from the Neth-
erlands, Niklaus Helbling from Switzerland, and Fatemeh Mot-
amed-Arya and Behzad Qaderi, both from Iran, will be judging 
the plays competing in the international section.

The jury members of the national section are Nader Borhani-Ma-
ranad and Mohsen Alikhani from Iran, and Ghorbonali Nusrat 
Sabir from Tajikistan.

Nineteen plays have been selected to go on stage in the interna-
tional section including “The Package” by Shusaku Takeuchi and 
“Hamlet” by Christopher Ruping, both from Germany.

The Paris-based Iranian director Afshin Ghaffarian will stage 
“Too Loud a Solitude”. “Shirtology” by Jérome Bel and “Laundry 
of legends” by Jassem Hindi, both from France, are also competing 
in the international section.

Also included are “Bigmouth” by Valentijn Dhaenens from 
Belgium, “Invisible Cities” by Pino Di Buduo from Italy and “Guilty 
Landscapes” by Dries Verhoeven from the Netherlands.

Other plays are coming from Brazil, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Swit-
zerland, Iraq, Georgia and Greece.

“The Celebration of Dialogue in Iran’s Celebration” is the motto 
of the festival.
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Ali Nasirian (2nd R) acts in a scene from “Emperor of Hell” by director Parviz Sheikhtadi.

Miramax bid for Weinstein Co. complicates sale process

Fajr hosts Portuguese singer Ricardo 
Ribeiro for fado performances

A poster for the 36th Fajr International Theater Festival shows 
an image of “Entre-Cabanes”, an exposition by Ramona Poenaru 
and Gael Chaillat from France.

ECO gallery to hang 
anti-war paintings

TEHRAN – An exhibition of paintings focus-
ing on the evils of war will open today at the 

Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Cultural Institute 
(ECI) in Tehran.

Iranian artist Javad Ali-Mohammadi influenced by several 
wars that have struck the region over the past few years has created 
the paintings, the ECI announced on Wednesday.  

The exhibit titled “Time” reveals the shocking truth about the 
aftermath of war, aiming to promote peace in the world.

The works will be on display until February 1 at the ECI Dip-
lomatic Gallery located on 3 Movahhed Danesh St., off Nilufar 
St., in the Aqdasieh neighborhood.

Portuguese singer Ricardo Ribeiro performs a fado concert during the 33rd Fajr Music 
Festival at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on January 16, 2018. (Honaronline/Mojtaba Arabzadeh)

Norwegian artist Eirik 
Jarl Trondsen to hold 
workshop in Tehran

TEHRAN – The Norwegian artist and entre-
preneur Eirik Jarl Trondsen will hold a two-day 

workshop on Affirmative Art opening at Tehran’s Hepta Gallery 
on Saturday.

Trondsen founded Affirma-
tive Art in Africa in 2012 where 
he has been living and working 
with non-government organiza-
tions for 15 years. 

Trondsen and his team realized 
that art could be a powerful tool 
for identifying goals and visions 
in life, that is, if people visually 
define their purpose in life, they 
bring it closer to reality.

In his workshop, Trondsen 
asks the participants to draw their 
dreams and create action steps to 
empower their dreams. It helps 
to share their dreams with other 
people, and together encourage 
each other to achieve their goals.

Trondsen found out that Affirmative Art could be a powerful 
tool for development, as art is a universal language that does not 
require literacy, and is inexpensive and available to all.

The gallery is located at 3 Nikushahr Dead End, Iranshahr St., 
Karim Khan Ave.

A poster for Norwegian artist 
and entrepreneur Eirik Jarl 
Trondsen’s workshop in Tehran

Harvey Weinstein, Co-Chairman of the 
Weinstein Company, kicks off the Film 
Finance Circle conference with an informal 
discussion at the inaugural Middle East 
International Film Festival in Abu Dhabi, 
October 15, 2007. (Reuters/Steve Crisp)
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