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Trump Jr. met Persian Gulf princes’ 
emissary in 2016 who offered campaign help
Donald Trump Jr., the United States pres-
ident Donald Trump’s eldest son, met in 
August 2016 with an envoy representing 
the crown princes of United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and the House of Saud regime.

The meeting was first reported by the 
New York Times and confirmed by an 
attorney representing Trump Jr.

The meeting was a chance for the envoy 

to offer help to the Trump presidential cam-
paign, according to The New York Times.

The newspaper said the meeting, held 
on Aug. 3, 2016, was arranged by Erik 
Prince, the founder and former head of 
private military contractor Blackwater, 
who attended the meeting. Joel Zamel, a 
co-founder of an Israeli consulting firm, 
was also in attendance.   1 3

Iranian diplomat laments 
insecurity in Afghanistan

TEHRAN — Iran’s 
ambassador to Kabul 

on Saturday expressed regret over rising 
insecurity in neighboring Afghanistan, 
saying insecurity in the country is contrary 
to Iran’s interests.

In an interview with Ariana Television 
Network, Mohammadreza Bahrami said 
that Iran and Afghanistan have “common 
threats and interests”. Iran seeks “long 
lasting and comprehensive” relations with 

Afghanistan, Bahrami noted.
“The two countries’ relations have not 

been influenced by a third element and 
will be so in future due to an agreement 
between the top officials of the two coun-
tries,” the ambassador remarked.

U.S. forces have been in Afghanistan since 
2001. The U.S. invaded Afghanistan to topple 
the Taliban government for hosting al-Qaeda 
leader Osama bin Laden whom Washington 
blamed for the September 11 attacks.   2

EU sources deny report of proposed new 
nuclear deal with financial aid for Iran

Three European Union sources have de-
nied that diplomats meeting in Vienna on 
Friday to salvage the imperiled Iranian 
nuclear deal after Washington withdrew 
will discuss offering Iran financial aid in 
exchange for concessions.

A German newspaper reported on 
Sunday that diplomats from Britain, 
Germany, France, China and Russia will 
meet in Vienna on Friday to discuss next 

steps after the May 8 decision by U.S. 
President Donald Trump to pull out of a 
2015 nuclear accord with Iran.

The Welt am Sonntag newspaper cited 
an unnamed senior EU official as saying 
that the diplomats would discuss a proposal 
for a new agreement between Iran and 
world powers that would be the same as 
the 2015 deal but with some additions to 
appease the United States.   2

U.S. withdrawal 
from nuclear 
deal: Unsettling 
implications

The U.S. withdrawal from the 2015 
Iran nuclear deal between Iran 
and the leading world powers, 

which has lifted sanctions in exchange 
for verifiable limits on Iran’s nuclear 
program, has created a whole host of 
problems, not just for Iran but for the 
European Union (EU) member states.  
It is generally believed that without a 
core participant and guarantor—that 
is, the United States— the nuclear deal 
may not be upheld much longer.

 Perhaps the broader question is: Will 
this division between the United States 
and its European allies, who intend to pre-
serve the deal, weaken or strengthen U.S. 
leadership position on the global scene?  A 
growing, if not widespread, perception in 
Europe is that the so-called “indispensable” 
United States has increasingly become 
the “unpredictable” United States.  This 
element of unpredictability is likely to 
cause further friction rather than unity 
between the United States and its long-
standing Western allies.

What is still to come is not clear.  It 
appears, however, that the Europeans 
are caught in the moment of utter con-
fusion regarding the cost of sticking to 
the deal, as the prospect of reaching a 
consensus with the United States seems 
highly unlikely for now at least.  The 
enforcement mechanisms is likely to 
create a tremendous burden on the U.S. 
European allies.

  Jean Claude Juncker, President of the 
European Commission (The New York 
Times, May 18, 2018:A10), has said that 
the Commission has a “duty to protect 
European companies” from U.S. sanc-
tions, invoking the so-called 1996 statue 
to block such sanctions in an attempt to 
salvage the nuclear deal. Nevertheless, 
larger firms and multinational companies 
have begun to retract their commercial and 
military agreements with Iran.  Bijan Zan-
geneh, Iran’s oil minister, has announced 
that Chinese state-owned oil company 
CNPC was ready to replace Total if the 
latter decided to withdraw (https://www.
aljazeera.com/news/2018/05/eu-moves-
block-sanctions-iran-180517134848253.
html).   7

TEHRAN — France Former spokesman of For-
eign Ministry says that “EU has stated its firm 
intention to continue applying the JCPOA and 
keeping sanctions on Iran removed.”

Former Senior Resident Fellow at the Unit-
ed Nations Institute for Disarmament Research 
(UNIDIR) adds “The U.S. is threatening to apply 
‘secondary’ sanctions to EU companies that would 
trade with or invest in Iran.”

Senior member of Geneva Centre for Security 
Policy also says that “But the EU has the legal 
tools to protect its companies, and if the U.S. 
launches a trade war with the EU both sides will 
lose while Russian and Chinese companies will 
be less affected.”

Following is the full text of the interview:
 The U.S. violated the JCPOA. What are 

the reasons behind this unilateral revocation?
A: There are several reasons, some related 

to domestic politics, some more geopolitical. 
Trump never made a secret that he would re-

ject what he considered as a bad agreement, not 
only because it was negotiated by his predeces-
sor Obama, but because he felt that constraints 
on Iran were insufficient: Tehran was allowed 
to enrich uranium, the Iranian ballistic missile 
program was not included in the agreement, and 
Iran took advantage of sanctions relief to expand 
its influence in the Middle East.

  In regard to Trump’s violation of the Iran 
deal, what are the obligations and responsibilities 
of the deal’s other signatories?

A: The multilateral agreement did not in-
clude any provisions on withdrawal by one of 
the parties or response to violations by parties 
other than Iran. So legally, the JCPOA remains 
in force and the other parties agreed to con-
tinue implementing it, in particular under the 
supervision of the IAEA.   7

By Mohammad Ghaderi
TEHRAN — Recently, amid international 
disputes over the unilateral withdrawal of the 
United States from the nuclear deal with Iran, 
we witnessed the announcement of a sudden 
resignation of the IAEA’s Head of the Inspection 
and Supervision Department.  “Tero Varjoranta” 
is a Finnish diplomat, who also served as the for-
mer International Atomic Energy Agency Deputy 
Director General, (the deputy which carries out 
inspections of nuclear projects). Varjoranta’s res-
ignation was announced at a crucial time: when 
many of the news sources didn’t focus on it due to 
the controversial withdrawal of the U.S. from the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

 Most of the media covered the resignation of 

Tero Varjorandta in the form of a short piece of 
news, and after 24 hours, they mentioned that 
the agency has agreed with his resignation! Now 
ten days has passed since the resignation of the 
IAEA’s Head of the Inspection and Supervision 
Department, but he hadn’t yet spoken of the true 
reasons for which he decided to step away of his post.

On the other hand, people like “Yukio Ama-
no”, Director General of the Agency, preferred 
to remain silent in this regard, and thus prevent 
the news sources to focus on this incident.

Most importantly, Varjoranta was one of 
the officials with a rather long presence at the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. He has 
served at the IAEA since late 2013. The fact is 
that Varjoranta’s resignation took place a few 

days after Donald Trump’s decision to walk out 
of the nuclear deal, and thus some news sources 
concluded that there was a direct link between this 
senior IAEA official’s resignation and Trump’s 
decision. Besides, some regarded Varjoranta‘s 
act as a sign of IAEA senior officials and experts’ 
discontent with the White House. However, this 
issue appears to be much more complicated than 
it was thought!

 Varjoranta’s anger at Amano’s dual 
approaches

Since the presence of Donald Trump on top 
of the political and executive equations of the 
United States, we have been witnessing the pres-
sure imposed by individuals such as the United 
States envoy to the UN, “Nikki Haley”,    7

A case which IAEA doesn’t intend to disclose

EU has legal tools to protect its companies from U.S. sanctions: former French diplomat

The spineless 
Arab world 

The Palestinian issue is mostly a hu-
manitarian problem and all people 
around the world should sympathize 

with Palestinians who have been subjected 
to different kinds of injustice, humiliation, 
and even war crimes for very long years, 
yet inaction and submissiveness by the 
Arab world have made Israel and its new 
friends in the U.S. more adventurous and 
avaricious. 

This time, on May 14, by illegally moving 
Washington’s embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem al-Quds, Donald Trump helped 
Israel to consolidate its robbery of Pal-
estinian lands.

The Palestinians’ lands have been stolen 
one after another by Israeli occupiers who 
consider themselves part of the Western so-
ciety and, ironically, along with their patrons 
in the United States have deafened the world 
by their claims of respect for human rights.

According to Al-Jazeera, since the 1967 
war when Israel occupied East Jerusalem, the 
international community, as documented in 
a multitude of United Nations resolutions, 
supported the establishment of a Palestinian 
state on the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip with East Jerusalem as its capital. 

Through this new move, Trump not 
only humiliated the Arab world he also 
made Arab leaders look more spineless 
in the eyes of the world. 

The sad story is that the Arab world 
disgracefully boasts friendly ties with 
Trump’s White House and wrongfully 
see their ties with the U.S. as strategic.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE, two rich 
Arab countries which see themselves as 
the leaders of the Arab world, are now 
acting as pawns of Trump and his family. 

These two countries’ main concerns 
are now to drop more bombs on the fel-
low Arab state of Yemen and buy more 
and more arms from the United States 
because Trump is “crying out” that there 
is a monster called Iran which wants to 
destroy Arab countries altogether.

In a recent commentary, the Middle 
East Observer said, “Today, Iran is the 
most practical tool used by the U.S. to get 
money out of Arab countries.”

And this statement by Arab League 
chief Ahmed Aboul Gheit that the organ-
ization should revise ties with the U.S. 
and Guatemala and other countries that 
are moving their embassies to Jerusalem 
al-Quds is just an empty word.
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Afshani 
sworn in 

as Tehran 
mayor

Mohammad Ali Afshani was sworn in 
as Tehran mayor at the city council on 
Sunday.

Afshani, who served as governor 
general of Fars province and the dep-
uty interior minister for development 
affairs, was elected by the councilors by 
securing 19 out of 21 votes on May 13.

Afshani succeeded Mohammad Ali 
Najafi who had handed in his resigna-
tion, six months after taking office, on 
March 14. Councilors finally accepted 
Najafi’s resignation on April 10. Najafi 
resigned on account of his newly diag-
nosed disease. 

Iran’s oil market 
after U.S. JCPOA exit
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TEHRAN — Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minis-

ter Abbas Araqchi said on Sunday that a 
meeting of the joint commission of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) will 
take place in Vienna on Friday to discuss 
the U.S. exit from the multilateral nuclear 
agreement.

The commission will be convened upon 
Iran’s request, Araqchi said on the sidelines 
of a closed session of parliament.

The joint commission was set up by the 
six world powers, Iran and the European 
Union to handle any complaints about the 
nuclear deal’s implementation.

“On Friday, the joint commission ... will 
be held at Iran’s request, and without the 
United States, to discuss the consequences 
of America’s withdrawal, and how the re-
maining countries can continue their com-
mitment to the deal,” Araqchi explained.

Since Trump’s exit from the nuclear pact 
on May 8 Iran has been seeking guarantees 

that its economic interests are protected 
otherwise it will resume nuclear activities 
at a greater speed.

According to the nuclear deal, Iran is 
tasked to put limits on its nuclear activities 
in exchange for termination of economic 
and financial sanctions. 

The deal was signed in July 2015 and 
went into force in January 2016.

Federica Mogherini, the EU foreign 
policy chief, issued a statement on Friday 
saying that the 28-nation bloc is united in 
preserving the international nuclear deal.

In a press conference in Tehran on 
Saturday, European Commissioner for 
Energy and Climate Miguel Arias Can-
ete said, “We have sent a message to our 
Iranian friends that as long as they are 
sticking to the (nuclear) agreement the 
Europeans will... fulfill their commitment.”

Canete tried to reassure Iran that the 
EU remained committed to salvaging the 
nuclear deal after the U.S. pullout.

JCPOA joint commission to convene on 
Friday to assess U.S. nuclear deal exit

A senior Iranian official has ques-
tioned EU officials’ contradictory 
remarks on the 2015 nuclear agree-
ment after U.S. withdrawal, saying 
a “duplicitous” side could not be 
trusted.

Ali Akbar Velayati said on Sunday 
that while some EU officials claim to 
be committed to the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the 
bloc is refusing to give guarantees 
and stand against the U.S.

“Some European officials say 
they are not supposed to stand up 
to America and give guarantees,” 
said Velayati who is a senior adviser 
to Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on interna-
tional affairs.

“These contradictions in the com-
ments of European officials raise 
doubts. We hope that our authorities 
could get the necessary guarantees in 

their negotiations” with the Europe-
ans, he said, adding, “A duplicitous 
side, which makes contradictory re-
marks, cannot be trusted.”

Velayati touched on French oil 
giant Total’s threat to quit Iran, say-
ing the company was a good case 
in point after it announced to have 
suspended its $2 billion project in 
the Islamic Republic.  

President Donald Trump an-
nounced U.S. pullout from the nu-
clear deal on May 8 and vowed to 
reinstate U.S. nuclear sanctions on 
Iran and impose “the highest lev-
el” of economic bans on the Islamic 
Republic.

Tehran has said it would make 
a decision on its future role in the 
nuclear agreement in the coming 
weeks following negotiations with 
the other signatories of the deal.

(Source: Press TV)

EU making contradictory statements 
on JCPOA: Velayati

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Zarif briefs parliament on 
talks with Europe 

1      Ambassador Bahrami said, “We 
have never sought to help the U.S. inter-
ests in Afghanistan. What is important and 
strategic for us is helping interests of the 
Afghan government and people.”

On the U.S. military presence in Af-
ghanistan, he said Iran “is against the U.S. 
presence in Islamic countries”.

Elsewhere, he vehemently dismissed ac-
cusations that Iran had a role in the Taliban 
attacks on Farah province, calling them “delu-
sional”, “unsubstantiated” and “unrealistic”.

Taliban militants attacked western Farah 
province in Afghanistan on Tuesday, attempt-
ing to capture the city, however, Afghan forces 
were able to drive the fighters out.

Officials said the fierce fighting left at least 
25 security personnel and 300 fighters dead. 
The numbers could not be independently 
verified, according to Aljazeera.

On Sunday, Taliban fighters again 
closed in on another district in Afghani-
stan.  According to Reuters, the insurgents 
were besieging the governor’s compound 
in Ajrestan district in Ghazni, south of 
the capital Kabul, although officials said 
reinforcements had arrived and were re-
lieving police defending the town.

Iranian diplomat laments insecurity in Afghanistan
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Leader donates 
400 million 
tomans to free 
prisoners

TEHRAN — Leader of the Islamic Republic 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has donated 400 

million tomans to help release prisoners of unintentional 
crimes who are under the patronage of the Diya Organization 
(Blood Money Organization).

In addition to spiritual support for the organization, 
the Leader has donated more than 1,800 tomans to release 
prisoners since the start of the year 1381 (2002), ISNA 
reported on Sunday.

Ayatollah Khamenei’s official website - www.leader.ir - 
has also provided the necessary means for public donations, 
which has led to the freedom of numerous prisoners.

P O L I T I C S
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Economist: Iran 
should use euro, 
yuan instead 
of dollar 

TEHRAN — Iranian-German economist 
Mohssen Massarrat has said Iran should 

use the euro and maybe the yuan instead of the U.S. dollar 
in its transactions to hurt the U.S. economy.

In an interview with the Shargh newspaper published 
on Sunday, Massarrat said such action has a low risk due 
to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and 
BRICS countries.

By dumping U.S. dollars, he said, Iran can reduce the 
economic power of the U.S., parts of which is linked to the 
role of its currency as international currency.

He also said Tehran can turn the new sanctions to 
opportunities to strengthen its economy.

P O L I T I C S
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Nomads armed to 
protect borders

TEHRAN — Nosratollah Seif, commander 
of the Nomad Basij Organization, says his 

organization has recruited, organized and armed thousands 
of nomads as part of a plan to protect borders.

According to the plan, the nomads will be authorized 
to own the weapons in order to protect the property and 
geographical areas in which they reside, Mehr quoted Seif 
as saying on Sunday.

He added that because the nomads mainly live in border 
areas and impassable areas, they can protect and boost the 
country’s security.

P O L I T I C S
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2.7 tons of drugs 
seized in Sistan-
Baluchestan

TEHRAN — About 2,757 kilograms of 
narcotics have been seized and five drug 

dealers arrested in the southeastern province of Sistan-
Baluchestan, IRNA reported on Sunday.

“After weeks of reconnaissance, the police managed to 
arrest five drug traffickers and confiscate three Peugeots, 
1993 kilograms of opium, two Kalashnikovs and two hunting 
rifles in Mehrestan and Iranshahr counties,” said Colonel 
Ahmad Taheri, the province’s deputy police chief.

He added that in another operation in Hamun County, 
518 kilograms of heroin, 154 kilograms of opium, and 92 
kilograms of opium extract were seized. Also two Toyotas, 
two Kalashnikovs and an enormous amount of ammunition 
were also found, he said.

P O L I T I C S
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‘Iran should take 
the initiative in 
promoting regional 
peace’

TEHRAN —  A former Iranian diplomat 
believes that in the aftermath of the U.S. 

withdrawal from the nuclear accord, Iran should take the 
initiative to help resolve regional crises.

In an interview with the Iran newspaper published on 
Sunday, Seyed Hossein Mousavian, who is currently a 
researcher at Princeton University, said Iran is an influential 
actor in the region and can negotiate with regional powers.

He further said except for Saudi Arabia and the UAE, 
Iran has good relations with regional countries and can 
cooperate with Russia, China and other world powers to 
take the initiative in resolving regional issues.

P O L I T I C S
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Iran high on 
agenda during 
Merkel visit 
to China

TEHRAN —  China will try to maximize 
cooperation with Germany to form a 

united front against the United States’ news moves against 
Iran when German Chancellor Angela Merkel goes to 
Beijing this week, observers said.

Merkel will visit China for talks on Thursday and Friday 
at the invitation of Premier Li Keqiang, her 11th trip to the 
country, the Chinese Foreign Ministry announced on Friday, 
the South China Morning Post reported.

“She will be sure to sound out what the U.S. administration 
might have been saying to the Chinese about future Iran 
policy,” said Jan Weidenfeld, a China policy researcher at 
the Mercator Institute for China Studies.

TEHRAN — Behrouz 
Nemati, spokesman 

for the parliament’s presiding board, 
said on Sunday that Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif and his deputy 
Abbas Araqchi briefed parliament on 
their talks with the Europeans on the 
fate of the 2015 nuclear deal now that the 
United States has withdrawn from the 
multilateral agreement and is seeking 
to reimpose sanctions on Iran.

Secretary of Supreme National 
Security Council Ali Shamkhani and 
Finance and Economic Affairs Minister 
Masoud Karbasian also attended the 
closed session of parliament, Nemati 
added.

Zarif met with Federica Mogherini, 
the EU’s foreign policy chief, and the 
foreign ministers of France, Germany 
and the UK in Brussels on May 15.

“Constructive meeting with EU 
High Rep & E3 ministers in Brussels, 
following successful Beijing & Moscow 
visits. Positive start with solid political 
commitments. All agreed that much 
remains to be done in coming weeks to 
practically guarantee economic benefits 
for Iranian people,” Zarif tweeted on 
May 16.

Prior to Zarif’s talks, Araqchi held 
meetings at expert level in Brussels 
on May 14.

After the withdrawal of the U.S. from 
the nuclear deal on May 8, Iran wants 
assurances from the remaining parties 
that its interests are guaranteed or it will 
resume nuclear activities at a greater speed.

According to the Guardian, speaking 
after her meeting with Zarif, Mogherini 
said the EU had agreed to start work on 
a multi-level stream of work designed 
to keep the nuclear deal alive.

Mogherini issued a statement on 
Friday saying that the 28-nation bloc 
is united in preserving the international 
nuclear deal, officially called the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA.

The nuclear deal was signed in July 
2015 between Iran, Germany, the 
European Union and the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council. It 
went into effect in January 2016. 

Germany and four other nations - 
France, Britain, Russia and China - will 
soon meet to discuss how to proceed with 
the nuclear deal, German newspaper Welt 
am Sonntag reported on Sunday.  The 
meeting will be led by senior European 
Union diplomat Helga Schmid.

1      These could include provisions to address U.S. con-
cerns over Iran’s ballistic missile program and Tehran’s 
foreign policy regarding the Middle East, the source said.

“We have to get away from the name ‘Vienna nuclear 
agreement’ and add in a few additional elements. Only that 
will convince President Trump to agree and lift sanctions 
again,” the senior EU official told the paper.

Such an agreement could in the future include financial 
aid for Iran, the report said.

But three EU sources who were part of negotiations to 
keep Trump from quitting the nuclear deal told Reuters 
later on Sunday that this was incorrect.

“The Vienna meeting next Friday will address the im-
plementation issues and details of the JCPOA,” one EU 

source said. “The meeting will not cover any other issues.”
No immediate comment was available from the German 

foreign ministry.
On Monday U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo will 

outline a “diplomatic road map” and call for broad support 
from European and other allies to apply pressure on Iran to 
force it back to the negotiating table, as well as their support 
to address “the totality of Iran’s threats,” as he has called it.

Iran and European powers have made a good start in 
talks over how to salvage the deal but much depends on what 
happens in the next few weeks, Foreign Minister Mohammed 
Javad Zarif said last week.

EU sources deny report of proposed new nuclear deal with financial aid for Iran

“The Vienna meeting next 
Friday will address the 
implementation issues 

and details of the JCPOA,” 
one EU source said. “The 

meeting will not cover any 
other issues.”

Ambassador Bahrami says insecurity in 
Afghanistan jeopardizes Iran’s interests.

P O L I T I C S
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TEHRAN — The European Union (EU) 
is not doing enough to secure the benefits 

for Iran from the 2015 nuclear deal following the withdrawal 
of the United States, Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif said on Sunday.

With the U.S. pullout, Iran’s public expectations from 
the EU have increased in order to maintain the benefits of 
the deal, Zarif told EU’s energy chief, Miguel Arias Canete, 
in Tehran, IRNA reported.

He also said the possible withdrawal by major European 
companies from their cooperation with Iran is not consistent 
with the European Union’s commitment to implementing 
the nuclear deal, also called the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA).

Earlier this month, U.S. President Donald Trump officially 
withdrew the United States from the JCPOA. Trump also 
said he will reinstate economic sanctions on Iran.

The EU should take more practical steps and increase its 

investments in Iran for continuation of economic cooperation 
with Iran, the foreign minister said.

Canete, for his part, voiced European countries’ 
determination to preserve the JCPOA and to support the 
cooperation between European companies and Iran.

He added that the U.S. withdrawal from the JCPOA 
had created problems for Europe, but the EU will continue 
cooperation with Iran in maintaining and protecting the 
JCPOA.

EU’s support for nuclear deal not enough: Zarif



A senior diplomat says Damascus views any 
Israeli attack on Syria an act of “aggression” 
and will confront it, following Israel’s raids 
under the pretext of targeting Iranian forces.  

“Syria has its own sovereignty. Any out-
side aggression against the Syrian territory 
is an aggression,” Syrian Ambassador to 
Moscow Riad Haddad told reporters in the 
Russian city of Sevastopol on Saturday.

“Our forces, including the air defense, 
protect the Syrian sky and land. We will re-
pel any aggression against Syria, regardless 
where it will take place,” he added.

The ambassador was commenting on a 
May 10 incident, in which Israel conducted 
what it called its most intensive airstrikes 
on Syria in decades.

According to Russia’s Defense Ministry, 
Israel used 28 warplanes in the attack and 
fired 70 missiles. Both Damascus and Moscow 
said the Syrian army had managed to shoot 
down more than half of the missiles.

Tel Aviv has claimed that its assault was 
a response to a barrage of 20 rockets fired 
from Syria at Israeli military outposts in the 
occupied Golan Heights which it blamed on 
Iran.

Iranian officials traditionally do not re-
spond to Israeli claims, saying they do not 
merit an answer. Nevertheless, an Iranian 
lawmaker quoted by Lebanon’s Al-Manar 
television network, denied his country was 
behind the barrage.  

Israel has stepped up its attacks on Syrian 
military positions in what is considered an 
attempt to prop up terrorist groups that have 
been suffering heavy losses and retreating 
on multiple fronts, most recently from their 
strongholds in Damascus suburbs. 

Israel has been acting as a de facto air force 
of the militants for some time but its extensive 
raids on May 10 were its most brazenly direct 
engagement in Syria’s fight on terrorism.  

Tel Aviv has been occupying the Golan 
Heights since 1967. It has been lending arms 
support to Takfiri terrorists, besides treating 
them in the mountainous region.

Using Lebanon’s airspace, the regime has 
attacked the Syrian soil on many occasions 
since 2011, when the country found itself 
in the grips of a devastating foreign-backed 
militancy.

The attacks are mostly conducted against 
targets belonging to the Lebanese resistance 
movement of Hezbollah, which has been 
helping Damascus against foreign-backed 
terrorists.

Iran denies having any military bases 
in Syria, stating that its role in the country 
is merely restricted to advisory assistance. 

    Syria rejects reports of truce 
with ISIL in southern Damascus

Meanwhile, the Syrian army has reject-

ed reports that it observed a brief ceasefire 
with the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL/Daesh) terrorist group in a southern 
Damascus neighborhood.

In a statement carried by Syria’s official 
SANA news agency on Saturday, a Syrian 
military source said the reports about an 
agreement with ISIL in the al-Hajar al-As-
wad district were inaccurate.

The so-called Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights (SOHR) had claimed that 
pro-Damascus forces and ISIL had observed 
a truce at midday on Saturday, “ostensibly 
for five hours,” to evacuate terrorists from 
al-Hajar al-Aswad. 

SOHR head Rami Abdel Rahman told 
AFP that the ceasefire had been negotiated 
by Russia and pro-government Palestinian 
factions. He also claimed late on Saturday 
that the truce was still in effect.

Meanwhile, a Syrian soldier told Al-Masdar 
News that ISIL had called for the ceasefire to 
discuss the terms of its surrender and that 
the terror outfit wanted evacuation to the 
country’s eastern part.

Takfiri militants have lost much of the 
territory they once held in Syria amid sweep-
ing gains by government forces on the ground 
over the past few months.

In April, the Syrian military launched a 

counter-terrorism campaign in southern 
Damascus. So far, it has managed to retake 
al-Maziniyeh, al-Qadam, al-Assali and 
al-Joura neighborhoods and large swaths 
of al-Hajar al-Aswad.

Syrian forces further liberated the Eastern 
Ghouta and Eastern Qalamoun regions near 
the capital last month.

For years, the areas had served as a launch 
pad for deadly terror attacks against civilians 
in Damascus.

    2018 worst year for Syria 
humanitarian situation: UN

Meantime, the United Nations Humani-
tarian coordinator for Syria has warned that 
the country is currently experiencing its worst 
humanitarian crisis since a foreign-backed 
crisis erupted in the country seven years ago.

“We see in 2018 the humanitarian situ-
ation inside Syria being the worst we have 
seen since the war started: a very dramatic 
deterioration, massive displacement, disre-
spect of protection of civilians and people’s 
lives still being turned upside down,” Panos 
Moumtzis said in the Lebanese capital Beirut 
on Friday.

Moumtzis noted that Syria was the worst 
place in modern history in terms of attacks 
on healthcare workers and facilities, adding 
that 70 percent of all such attacks worldwide 

occur in the country.
According to the UN data, 89 healthcare 

workers lost their lives in 92 attacks on health-
care facilities between January 1 and May 
4, compared with 73 killed in 112 attacks in 
the whole of 2017.

Most of the attacks on healthcare facilities 
and workers in 2018 took place in Eastern 
Ghouta on the outskirts of the capital Da-
mascus and Idlib.

The UN humanitarian coordinator ex-
pressed concern over poor aid delivery in 
Syria, saying only seven percent of the requests 
for aid delivery were granted permission in 
the first four months of 2018.

According to the UN, although the num-
ber of people living in besieged areas has 
fallen dramatically to 11,100 after the recent 
liberation of Eastern Ghouta, 2.05 million 
Syrians in need of humanitarian assistance 
still live in hard-to-reach regions.

Syria has been gripped by foreign-backed 
militancy which has killed over half a mil-
lion people since March 2011. The Syrian 
government says the Israeli regime and its 
Western and regional allies are aiding Takfiri 
terrorist groups that are wreaking havoc in 
the country.

(Source: agencies)
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Syria to repel Israeli attacks 
under any pretext

Yemeni Ansarullah (Houthi) forces have launched a retaliatory 
missile attack at a Saudi regime military base in the regime’s 
southwestern border region of Asir.

According to Yemen’s al-Masirah television network, Yemeni 
troops fired a domestically built Badr-1 ballistic missile at the base.

The House of Saud regime claims to have downed the missile 
before it hit its target.

On Friday, Yemeni army forces, fired a domestically-designed 
and developed ballistic missile at a strategic economic target in 
Saudi Arabia’s southwestern border region of Jizan.

A Yemeni military source, speaking on condition of anonym-
ity, said the short-range Badr-1 missile struck Jazan Economic 
City, located 967 kilometers southwest of the capital Riyadh, 
with great precision early on Friday.

The development came a day after Yemeni forces fired a Badr-1 
missile at al-Anad air base in the southwestern province of Lahij, 
leaving scores of the Saudi regime-backed militiamen loyal to 
Yemen’s resigned president, Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, dead 
and injured.

Also on Friday, more than a dozen Saudi regime mercenaries 
were killed and injured as Yemeni snipers and their allies carried 
out separate operations across the country.

The Yemeni army has so far launched numerous missile strikes 
against military and economic targets inside Saudi Arabia; how-
ever, Riyadh often claims that it intercepts incoming Yemeni 
missiles, despite the existence of evidence to the contrary.

The House of Saud regime and its allies launched the war on 
Yemen in March 2015 in support of Hadi, a close ally of Riyadh. 
The Yemeni Ministry of Human Rights announced in a state-
ment on March 25 that the Saudi regime-led war had left 600,000 
civilians dead and injured until then.

The Yemeni Ministry of Human Rights announced in a state-
ment on March 25 that the Saudi regime-led war had left 600,000 
civilians dead and injured since March 2015.

The United Nations says a record 22.2 million Yemenis are 
in need of food aid, including 8.4 million threatened by severe 
hunger.

A high-ranking UN aid official recently warned against the 
“catastrophic” living conditions in Yemen, stating that there 
was a growing risk of famine and cholera there.

(Source: Press TV)

Yemeni missile targets 
Saudi regime base in Asir in 
retaliatory attack

Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said on Sunday she would 
again consider another vote on independence for Scotland when 
the British government offers some certainty over Brexit.

Speaking on ITV television’s Peston on Sunday program, 
Sturgeon also said her Scottish National Party would not block 
another Brexit vote on any final deal, but feared what would hap-
pen if the different parts of Britain voted for opposite outcomes 
in the same way they did in 2016.

“Once we get some clarity, which hopefully we will in autumn 
of this year, about the Brexit outcome and the future relationship 
between the UK (Britain) and the EU (European Union), then I 
will consider again the question of the timing of an independence 
referendum,” she said.

(Source: Reuters)

Congo’s health ministry says there is one new death from Ebola, 
bringing to 26 the number of deaths from the deadly outbreak 
in Equateur province in the country’s northwest.

In a statement the health ministry said four new cases have 
been confirmed as Ebola. A total of 46 cases of hemorrhagic 
fever have been reported in the region, including 21 confirmed 
cases of Ebola, 21 probable and four suspected.

Congo President Joseph Kabila chaired a Cabinet meeting on 
Saturday about the Ebola situation in Equateur province. The 
meeting decided to increase its contribution to the emergen-
cy response which now amounts to more than $4 million. The 
Cabinet endorsed the decision to introduce free health care in 
the affected areas and to provide care to all Ebola victims and 
their relatives.

(Source: AP)

With Brexit clarity, 
Scotland will look again at 
independence: Sturgeon

Ebola deaths rise to 26: Congo 
health ministry

South Korea, U.S. to work closely on summit after 
Pyongyang’s about-face

Sadr says open to coalition govt. after meeting Abadi

South Korean President Moon Jae-in and the United States 
President Donald Trump held discussions on Sunday to ensure 
that the North Korea-U.S. summit remains on track after 
North Korea threatened to pull out of the high-level talks.

Moon and Trump spoke over the phone for about 20 
minutes, and exchanged their views on North Korea’s recent 
reactions, South Korea’s presidential office said without elab-
orating. “The two leaders will work closely and unwaveringly 
for the successful hosting of the North Korea- U.S. summit 
set on June 12, including the upcoming South Korea-U.S. 
summit,” the presidential official said.

Moon and Trump are set to meet on Tuesday in Wash-
ington before North Korean leader Kim Jong Un meets with 
Trump on June 12 in Singapore.

Although a historic inter-Korean summit in late April 
raised hopes of reconciliation, North Korea showed a dra-
matic change in tone in recent days.

North Korea’s chief negotiator Ri Son Gwon said on 
Thursday it would not hold talks with South Korea unless 

their demands were met, taking issue with the U.S.-South 
Korean air combat drills known as Max Thunder. It came 
a day after it threatened to pull out of the summit with the 
United States.

Further dampening the mood, a spokesman for North 
Korea’s Red Cross Society demanded on Saturday that South 
Korea’s government should send North Korean female res-
taurant workers back to their home “without delay” to show 
the will to improve the inter-Korean ties, the North’s Korea 
Central News agency said.

A dozen North Korean restaurant workers came to South 
Korea in 2016 from China, and North Korea had urged to 
send them back claiming they were abducted by the South, 
even though the South has said the 12 workers decided to 
defect of their own free will.

Lee Dong-bok, a researcher at New Asia Research Insti-
tution, said part of the reason for the North’s demands of 
the repatriation is to divide South Korea’s public opinion 
over the 12 workers.

“It is also to pressure the Moon government to agree to 
its demand so that South Korea can keep up the momentum 
for the North Korea-U.S. summit meeting,” Lee said.

(Source: Reuters) 

Iraqi cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, whose party 
won the Iraqi parliamentary election, and 
incumbent Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, 
whose list took the third place, have under-
lined the need for the formation of a new 
government as soon as possible.

Sadr and Abadi met in Baghdad on Sat-
urday and held a joint press conference 
afterwards.

“During our meeting, we agreed to work 
together and with other parties to expedite the 
process of forming a new Iraqi government,” 
Abadi said at the briefing.

“It will be a strong government, capable 
of providing to its citizens services, security 
and economic prosperity,” he added.

The Shia cleric, for his part, hinted at a 
coalition government, saying, “Our door is 
open to anyone as long as they want to build 
the nation, and that it be an Iraqi decision.”

Sadr’s Sairoon (Marching Towards Re-
form) bloc won 54 seats in the Iraqi parlia-
ment. 

The Fatah (Conquest) alliance, led by 
secretary general of Badr Organization 

Hadi al-Ameri, and Abadi’s Nasr (Victory) 
coalition finished second and third with 47 
and 42 parliamentary seats, respectively.

All the three lists that garnered most of 
the votes in the May 12 election are predom-
inantly Shia.

Winning the largest number of seats, 

however, does not automatically guarantee 
that Sadr will be able to hand-pick a prime 
minister.

Parties will have to align themselves to 
try and form a bloc large enough for the par-
liamentary majority necessary to nominate 
a candidate. 

The government is also required to be 
formed within 90 days of the official results.

Sadr, a staunch opponent of the United 
States, has campaigned on an anti-corrup-
tion platform.

In recent days, he also met with Ammar 
al-Hakim, whose Hikma Movement came in 
seventh place, as well as with ambassadors 
from Iraq’s neighboring countries. 

The new Iraqi premier will have to oversee 
the reconstruction of the war-torn country 
after defeating the Islamic State in Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist outfit.

The Takfiri militants unleashed a 
campaign of death and destruction in 
Iraq in 2014, overrunning vast swathes 
in lightning attacks. Iraqi army soldiers 
and allied fighters then launched opera-
tions to eliminate the terrorist outfit and 
retake lost territory.

Last December, Abadi declared the end 
of the anti-ISIL campaign in the country. 
The group’s remnants, though, keep staging 
sporadic attacks across Iraq.

(Source: Press TV)
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Near two weeks after U.S. President Donald 
Trump declared his decision on withdrawing 
from Iran’s nuclear deal, known as Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), oil 
traders around the world are still following 
a “wait and see” strategy toward the conse-
quences of Trump’s decision for Iran’s oil 
exports and market in general.

Overall, there seems to be a consensus 
that the U.S. decision on leaving the nuclear 
deal, achieved between Iran and five major 
powers in 2015, is not going to have any im-
mediate effect on Iran’s oil exports. Since, 
it seems that the United States is alone on 
the path to restoring sanctions against Iran 
and the other signatories are not supporting 
Trump’s decision in this regard.

However, although most of Iran’s oil 
customers haven’t showed any signs of 
reluctant for maintaining trade with the 
country, considering the existing risks and 
uncertainties, they are remaining alert and 
ready for finding new replacement for their 
Iranian crude intakes.

Market experts and scholars believe that 
Iran is going to face some challenges in main-
taining its oil exports after U.S. reimopses 
sanctions on the country’s oil industry. 

For instance, the increase in the U.S.’s 
shale oil production and reduction of their 
domestic demand has made them able to 
raise the oil exports to replace Iran’s oil in 
case the market tightens as a result of the 
sanctions. There is also the risk of Saudi 
Arabia which has made it clear that is ready 
to increase production to fill the gap which 
could be created by the cuts in Iranian oil 
supplies to the market. 

Yet another challenge, which could be 
considered the most important one, is money 
transfer and banking issues. Iran is already 
wrestling with this problem.

Considering the above mentioned chal-
lenges, the question is, how Iran’s oil industry 

is going to face such hardships? Does the 
experience from previous sanctions can help 
lessen the impact of the new challenges fac-
ing the country’s oil industry? 

  Iran’s current oil exports and trade
Iranian oil officials have repeatedly said 

over the past two weeks that Trump’s remarks 
have had not any impact on the country’s oil 
exports or the oil market so far.

Earlier on May 11, three days after Trump’s 
announcement, Iranian Oil Minister Bijan 
Namdar Zanganeh said Donald Trump’s 
decision on abandoning the nuclear deal is 
not going to have a great impact on Iran’s oil, 
gas and gas condensate exports and revenue.

Many analysts agree with the Iranian 
oil minister, since they believe any possi-
ble sanctions against Iran may take months 
to kick in [if they do], because the United 
States needs a global consensus to impose 
effective sanctions on Iran. This is while the 
international community, including the Eu-
ropean countries, are pushing hard to keep 
the nuclear deal. 

Following EU’s policy toward Iran this 
time, European Energy Commissioner Miguel 
Arias Canete traveled to Iran on Saturday 
to pass the EU’s message: “we will stick to 
the deal”!

In his visit to Tehran, the energy chief 
reassured top Iranian ministers that the 
European Union wants to keep trade open 
despite the U.S. withdrawal from the nu-
clear deal. 

“The objective of my visit is to continue 
to strengthen energy relations with Iran, 
most importantly now against this new chal-
lenging background of President Trump’s 
announcement”, Canete said in Tehran.

Following his meeting with Canete, 
Zanganeh once again asserted that the U.S. 
president’s withdrawal from Iran’s nuclear 
deal will not affect Iran’s oil exports if the 
EU supports the deal.

  Oil transportation
Meanwhile, some senior maritime trans-

port officials believe that they are not ex-
pecting any changes or problems in Iran’s 

oil shipments following Western sanctions.
National Iranian Tanker Company (NITC) 

Managing Director Nasrollah Sardashti said 
on May 11 that his company has made the 
necessary planning and NITC fleet is ready 
to operate under any circumstances.

“We have an experience of five-year ac-
tivity under the sanctions and now relying 
on our fruitful experiences of those years 
we have made necessary planning for the 
possible re-imposition of the sanctions”, 
Sardashti stated.

  Money Transfer, financial issues
One of the main reasons for the decrease 

in Iran’s oil exports in 2012 was the lack of 
cooperation from European banks to transfer 
Iran’s oil sales money. 

Nowadays, even after the removal of the 
sanctions in 2016, financial constraints are 
still holding Iran back from its full potential 
for trade with Europe. 

However, in an indication of the EU’s 
determination for keeping the JCPOA, Reu-
ters reported on May 18, that the European 
Commission is proposing that EU govern-
ments make direct money transfers to Iran’s 
central bank to avoid U.S. penalties.

“The European Union, once Iran’s big-
gest oil importer, is determined to save the 
nuclear accord, that U.S. President Donald 
Trump abandoned on May 8, by keeping 
money flowing to Tehran as long as the Islamic 
Republic complies with the 2015 deal to pre-
vent it from developing an atomic weapon“, 
the report read.

Considering all effective factors, one can 
say with confidence that this time U.S. is 
not having its allies’ support against Iran.

It is now clear that the U.S. withdrawal 
from the nuclear deal could have a signifi-
cant impact on Iran’s oil industry only if 
the United Nations, too, decides to restore 
sanctions against Iran, otherwise nothing 
will happen, as Iran’s oil is not linked to the 
United States at all, even the money is not 
going to be paid in dollars anymore.

EU could compensate firms hit by U.S. 
sanctions over Iran: French minister

Indonesia still in talks 
over oil field deal in Iran
A deal between Indonesia’s state-owned oil 
and gas firm Pertamina and its Iranian partner 
to develop the latter’s oil field will continue 
despite the United States’ recent call for a 
tighter agreement on Iran’s nuclear program, 
the Energy and Mineral Resources Ministry 
has announced.

The Iranian government has given 
Pertamina an early May deadline to seal a 
deal for developing Iran’s Mansouri oil field, 
in which the company is expected to control 
an 80 percent stake. The rest will be owned 
by an Iranian partner.

The deal has not been cancelled because the 
Indonesian government is still in talks about the 
matter with relevant stakeholders, the Energy 
and Mineral Resources Ministry’s oil and gas 
director general, Ego Syahrial, said on Friday.

“We have yet to decide whether to go on 
[with the project] or stop at this point. So far, it 
is still going on,” he said in Jakarta, echoing a 

recent statement made by Energy and Mineral 
Resources Deputy Minister Arcandra Tahar 
revealing that the government was still 
calculating the impact of the U.S.’ decision 
on Iran.

Pertamina upstream director Syamsu Alam 
said the company was still communicating 
with its Iranian counterpart, the government-
owned National Iranian Oil Company, while 
waiting for updates on related political issues. 

(Source: Jakarta Post)

France is looking to see if the European 
Union could compensate European com-
panies that might be facing sanctions 
by the United States for doing business 
with Iran, said French finance minister 
Bruno Le Maire on Sunday.

Le Maire referred to EU rules going 
back to 1996 which he said could allow 
the EU to intervene in this manner to 
protect European companies against 
any U.S. sanctions, adding that France 
wanted the EU to toughen its stance in 
this area.

In 1996, when the United States tried 
to penalize foreign companies trading 
with Cuba, the EU forced Washington 
to back down by threatening retaliatory 
sanctions.

European firms doing business in Iran 
face sanctions from the United States 
after President Donald Trump withdrew 

from a 2015 nuclear deal with Iran.
“Are we going to allow the United States 

to be the economic policeman of the world? 
The answer is no,” Le Maire told C News 
TV and Europe 1 radio on Sunday.

Le Maire added it was important Italy 
kept its EU budget commitments, in light 
of plans by Italy’s new coalition govern-
ment to ramp up spending - which could 
put Rome at odds with the EU.

(Source: Reuters)

Armenia has welcomed a historic new free-trade agreement 
between the Russian-led Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 
and Iran. Armenia, the only EAEU member state in the Cau-
casus, has been positioning itself as a trade partner to Iran via 
a free-trade zone on its southern border.

The deal was signed on May 17 in Kazakhstan’s capital, 
Astana, and will be valid for the next three years, paving the 
way for Iran’s permanent membership in the union. The 
agreement will abolish customs duties for Iran’s trade with 
Russia and EAEU partners Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan 
and Kyrgyzstan.

Armenia’s recently elected Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan was quick to applaud the deal, describing it as a boon for 
Armenia. “We hope that it will stimulate our commercial ties 
[with Iran,]” he told reporters. “It opens up opportunities. We 
hope to utilize those opportunities in full.”

Minister for Economic Development Artsvik Minasian 
said the deal would allow Armenia to serve as an important 
transit route between Iran and the wider EAEU market. “This 
is also an opportunity to manufacture some products in the 

Meghri free-trade zone,” he told Azatutyun, RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian news service.

Meghri, Armenia’s border town with Iran, has become an 
important part of Armenia’s economic strategy after a trade 
hub opened there in December. The hub offers generous busi-

ness terms for companies operating there.
“Companies operating in the Meghri FEZ will be exempt 

from profit tax, value added tax, excise tax and customs fees,” 
the provincial governor’s press secretary, Vazgen Sagately-
an, told Eurasianet recently. “We expect the zone to attract 
50 to 70 companies in the coming years, investing $100-130 
million and creating more than 1,500 jobs.”

Trade between the two countries is still modest, reaching 
a record $263 million by the end of last year.

But the new free trade deal may strengthen the case for a rail 
link the two governments approved in 2009 but abandoned 
after aggressive lobbying from Armenia’s neighbor, Azerbaijan.

In January this year, Azerbaijan granted Iran a $500-million 
loan for the construction of a 205-kilometer railway from Rasht 
to the Azerbaijani border (known as the Rasht-Astara line). 
Unlike Armenia, however, Azerbaijan is not a member of the 
EAEU and will not be affected by the new customs agreement.

The Astana agreement was signed days after the United 
States pulled out of a nuclear agreement with Iran.

(Source: eurasianet.org)

  TEHRAN — European Union Energy 
Commissioner Miguel Arias Canete said 

that the EU adheres to its commitments under Iran’s nuclear 
deal.

He made the remarks during a joint press conference 
with Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian in Tehran on 
Saturday, the news portal of Iranian Energy Ministry (known 
as PAVEN) reported.

The EU commissioner said: “In case the U.S. intensifies the 
sanctions, we will not leave Iran alone and will take strategies 
to remove barriers in the way of investment making in Iran.”

The official, who visited Tehran to present plans for 
continuing oil and gas purchases and protect European 
companies despite renewed U.S. sanctions on Iran, also 
visited Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh on 
Saturday.

Canete, the first Western official to visit Iran since the 
U.S. decision, said preserving the 2015 nuclear deal, despite 

the U.S. decision to withdraw, was fundamental for peace 
in the region. 

“For sure there are clear difficulties with the sanctions,” 
he said during a joint press conference with Ali Akbar Salehi, 
director of Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization, on Saturday.

“We will have to ask for waivers, for carve outs for the 
companies that make investments”, he noted.

Salehi acknowledged Europe’s efforts to maintain the 
nuclear deal. 

“We see the European Union is making an extensive effort. 
They have promised to do so, and God willing, they will put 
that into practice,” he told the reporters.

Ahead of his visit to Tehran, the EU energy commissioner 
said: “The objective of my visit is to continue to strengthen 
energy relations with Iran, most importantly now against 
this new challenging background of President Trump’s an-
nouncement. The lifting of nuclear related sanctions is an 
essential part of the nuclear deal.” 

COMMODITIES

CURRENCIES

STOCK MARKET 

USD 42,000 rials
EUR 49,676 rials

GBP 56,951 rials

AED 11,437 rials

TEDPIX 95136.5
IFX 1109.72

WTI 71.37/b

Brent 78.51/b

OPEC Basket 76.75/b

Gold $1,293.55 /oz

Silver $16.49/oz

Platinium $892.10/oz

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

 Source: mehrnews.com

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

TEHRAN — Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture’s (ICCIMA) 

delegation, led by the chamber’s head Gholam-Hossein Shafe’i, 
will leave Tehran for South Africa on July 15, the portal of 
ICCIMA reported.

The delegation, comprised of Iranian entrepreneurs active 
in various sectors including mining, foodstuff, technical and 
engineering services, plastics, petrochemicals, food industry, 
medicine, construction materials, medical tourism, auto in-
dustry, carpet and etc., will end its trip on July 18.

TEHRAN — Iran and Greece signed an MOU 
on transportation cooperation, Reza Nafisi, 

director general of Transit and International Transportation 
Department in Iran Road Maintenance & Transportation Or-
ganization, informed, IRNA reported on Sunday.

“The MOU was inked during the two-day Iran-Greece road 
transportation joint committee in Tehran,” he said.

The 18-section-MOU was penned by Reza Nafisi and an 
official from Greek Ministry of Infrastructure, Transport and 
Networks in Tehran, the report confirmed.

“The MOU seeks easing mutual transportation ties and re-
moval of any barriers in this regard,” the Iranian official added. 
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ICCIMA delegation 
to embark for 
S. Africa in 
mid-July

Iran, Greece sign 
transportation 
co-op MOU 

Iran’s oil market after U.S. 
nuclear deal exit

Armenia hopes to benefit from new Iran-Eurasian Union free trade deal

Airbus loses ground in bid to 
sell jets to United
Airbus’s hopes of winning an immediate respite from slow 
sales of its A330neo jetliner with an order from United 
Airlines are dwindling, leaving a gap in future production 
weeks before it is due to enter service, industry sources 
said on Friday.

Airbus has been competing with Boeing to replace all 
or part of a fleet of some 50 Boeing 767s at United Airlines 
(UAL.N), people familiar with the discussions say.

Others said Airbus had made an unsolicited offer to try to 
head off plans by United to use rights to buy more Boeing 787s.

It’s the latest twist in one of the fiercest recent jet market 
battles, pitting Boeing’s 787 against the latest type of A330, 
with Boeing so far holding the upper hand.

“Airbus doesn’t have United,” one person familiar with 
the matter told Reuters, though others did not exclude a 
chance to compete for a second tranche of business later.

Sources say Boeing has an advantage in any competition 
because United already flies its 787 and has options for more.

Airbus is keen to clinch a deal after losing to the 787 at two 
other U.S. carriers.

It also hopes to defend planned production rates, which 
have only just been lowered due to weak demand.

Sources said more than 15 A330 output slots remain unfilled 
in next year’s schedule, heightening pressure to win deals.

Airbus has sold 214 A330neos to around 13 customers led 
by AirAsia (AIRA.KL), which has been giving mixed signals 
over whether it plans to take the jets or switch to Boeing.

AirAsia Group boss Tony Fernandes said this week the 
A330neo was still the “favorite choice” but he was delaying a 
final decision until he saw how the jet performed.

America’s withdrawal from the Iran nuclear accord threatens 
the sale of 28 A330neos to IranAir.

Another reason Airbus wants to add a new marquee customer 
is that it would make it easier for airlines to finance A330neo 
purchases, and potentially hold back the tide of 787 sales under 
a hard-charging new Boeing leadership, financial sources said.

Banks add risk factors and toughen the terms when backing 
thinly sold jets and the risk is that the more popular 787 could 
become cheaper to finance, even though the price of an A330neo 
is lower after allowing for market discounts.

Airbus has said it is confident about long-term demand 
and is talking to several airlines about the 310-seat plane.

“It’s a big segment and we think we have the right airplane 
at the right time,” Airbus Americas Chairman Jeff Knittel said.

(Source: Reuters)

European Union adheres to its Iran deal-related commitments: EU commissioner

European Union Energy Commissioner Miguel Arias Canete 
(L) and Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian in a 
joint press conference in Tehran on Saturday
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Oil prices climbed above $80 a barrel 
last week for the first time in almost four 
years, with prices rising for six straight 
weeks due to renewed U.S. sanctions 
against Iran, Venezuela’s seemingly 
never-ending downward spiral and 
the consumption boosting prowess of 
a robust global economy.

So the question, again, is where does 
crude stop? As highlighted last week, 
the prospect of a return to the $100 a 
barrel days that dominated the early years 
of this decade are no longer the source 
of scorn. Supply, despite surging U.S. 
shale output, appears to be struggling 
to keep up.

But one of the bull case’s green lights 
that may soon start flashing amber is, 
now, demand.

While most of the rally has been driven 
by supply, from the aforementioned 
risks in Iran and Venezuela, to OPEC 
and Russia’s supply crimping deal, to 
occasional outages in Nigeria and Libya, 
few doubt that cheaper prices have played 
a role, alongside a strong global economy.

But $80 a barrel crude will soon start 
to be felt more keenly at petrol pumps. 
The RAC, a British automotive services 
company, is warning petrol and diesel 
prices in the UK could jump by another 
2p a liter before the end of the month. The 
relative weakness in the pound means 
$100 crude would entail record pump 
prices for motorists. And while the UK 
is but a sliver of global demand, many 
emerging market economies used the 
2014-16 price slump to remove or reduce 
subsidies on fuel, and these centers of 
consumption growth likely to feel higher 
oil prices more keenly this time.

For the moment it’s one to watch rather 
than seeing it derail the oil rally outright. 
The International Energy Agency trimmed 
its demand growth forecast earlier this 
week, but still sees consumption rising 
far faster than earlier this decade.

But if oil’s rally has proved the industry 
remains inherently cyclical, to ignore 
the impact of higher prices on demand 
entirely would be foolish. 

 (Source: Financial Times)

Rising oil prices were seen last year as a positive 
result of growing global growth and recovery, 
but a combination of factors is turning this 
benign view into a more sinister scenario.

On the supply side, the combined efforts 
of OPEC and Russia, leaky as the agreement 
has been, have managed to reduce the global 
oil surplus in just 18 months to bring the mar-
ket largely into balance. As a result, oil prices 
have gradually risen during the period. It’s 
a trend most observers have been sanguine 
about, believing the U.S.’s tight oil producers, 
encouraged by rising prices, will increase output 
to ensure ample supply and keep a lid on oil 
prices getting ahead of themselves.

But that benign view had not taken account 
of President Trump’s decision to rip up the 
Iran nuclear deal and, as a result, to reinstate 
sanctions, a move that will take place in two 
phases to give firms time to adjust.

According to The Telegraph, this will be 
done in two stages, on Aug. 6 and Nov. 4, 
allowing 90- and 180-day wind-down periods. 

In addition, the Treasury is to re-list Iranian 
individuals and entities in the Specially Des-
ignated Nationals (SDN) list, thus revoking 
special licenses and exceptions previously 
granted to individuals and companies to deal 
with Iran, making it all but impossible for 
firms with a U.S. presence or needing dollar 
clearing to deal with them.

Lastly, Iran’s crude oil sales will be limited 
under the National Defense Authorization Act of 
2012, as the U.S. departments of State, Energy 
and Treasury will allow ongoing but reduced 
purchases of oil from Iran, termed “significant 
reduction exceptions” on a country-by-country 
basis if they demonstrate a commitment to 
substantially decrease oil purchases (usually 
at least a 20 percent reduction).

As a result, Iran’s exports this year are like-
ly to take a 500,000-barrel-per-day hit, from 
the country’s roughly 2,200,000 bpd current 
exports. The Telegraph speculates this could 
rise to 750,000 bpd next year as sanctions 
bite deeper.

Iran is not the only threat to supply. The 
ongoing implosion in Venezuela’s output, as 
spare parts run out and infrastructure collapses, 
also figures into the equation. So far, this has 
taken some 700,000 bpd out of global mar-
kets, the news source reports, with no sign of 
the trend slowing and no quick fix, even if a 
revolution overthrows the Maduro regime.

Meanwhile, the global oil industry invest-
ment collapse since 2014 following the plunge 
in oil prices has, like a juggernaut, taken time 
to impact output.

Output from conventional projects has until 
now been rising as projects started at the begin-
ning of the decade have come on stream, but 
the cycle is turning — The Telegraph reports 
output will fall precipitously, by 1.5 million 
bpd in 2019.

Rig counts have predictably risen, and output 
is up, but both U.S. tight oil and the Alberta 
tar sands are facing an infrastructure squeeze. 
Limited pipeline capacity and the failure to 
build new ones is holding back supply from the 

West Texas and Tar Sands regions. The U.S. is 
now becoming the world’s largest oil producer, 
on target to produce 12 million bpd next year 
by Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
estimates. However, that will not insulate the 
U.S. from higher oil prices, as the country is now 
exporting significant quantities of distillates 
and growing volumes of crude.

Saudi pledges to maintain stability in the 
oil markets should be taken with a pinch of 
salt. They have equally said they do not see 
any problem with a $100/barrel oil price and 
so are unlikely to raise their own production 
to ease the pain for everyone else until prices 
are well into triple digits.

The Telegraph quotes Westbeck Capital, 
which says “We believe an oil price shock is 
looming as early as 2019 as several elements 
combine to form a ‘perfect storm’,” predicting 
$100 crude in short order, with $150 coming 
into sight, as the world faces a crunch all too 
reminiscent of July 2008.

(Source: oilprice.com)

Oil market bulls walk fine line 
as $80 crude hits demand 

MAY 21, 2018

Kenya oil production on 
course after agreement 
on revenue share 
Kenya will start the small scale export of crude oil from its fields 
in the far northern county of Turkana in June after an agreement 
on how to share the revenue, averting delays, the presidency 
said on Saturday.

Tullow Oil and its partner Africa Oil discovered commercial 
reserves in the Lokichar basin in 2012. Total has since taken a 
25 percent stake.

A row had broken out after President Uhuru Kenyatta cut 
the share of the Turkana county government to 15 percent and 
that of the local community to 5 percent, leaving the rest to the 
national government.

He then met officials from Turkana at State House in Nairobi to 
strike a new deal, which will raise the county government’s share 
to 20 percent and cut the national government’s to 75 percent.

“We now have an understanding that can put Kenya on the 
map of oil exporting countries,” Kenyatta said in a statement.

The deal will allow a long-delayed law on oil exploration and 
production to clear parliament, letting exports begin.

“We will intensify our exploration efforts not just in Turkana 
but in the rest of the country now that we have a legal instru-
ment that can help guide how oil and gas will be handled in our 
republic,” the president said.

The deal was struck after the national government agreed to 
eliminate a cap on the revenue due to the county government and 
the local community, said a senior government official.

(Source: Reuters)

The double-edged sword of high oil prices California’s solar mandate 
could be a $2 billion windfall 
for the solar industry 
California›s Energy Commission has officially made solar man-
datory for new homes built after 2020. This gives the solar in-
dustry a new guaranteed market of about 222 megawatts (MW) 
per year, according to GTM Research (now Wood Mackenzie, a 
subsidiary of Verisk Analytics). In other words, California’s new 
home construction alone could account for about 10 percent of 
all of the residential solar installed in the U.S., based on 2017 
installation levels.

Recent updates to GTM Research›s projections show an in-
cremental benefit for the residential solar industry of about 650 
MW between 2020 and 2023, which could be worth $2 billion 
for the industry. That should be great for the fortunes of solar 
companies with exposure to the state.

New homes were always more likely to have solar than old 
homes in California, but only about 20% of new homes actually 
had solar installed. With 75,000 to 100,000 new homes being 
built each year, there could be as much as 400 MW of incremental 
demand growth, assuming an average solar system size of 5 kW.

 (Source: The Motely Fool)
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The confirmation hearings for Gina Haspel to 
head the Central Intelligence Agency became 
a theater of the absurd, as senators pressed 
her for an assurance that she would apply 
“moral” standards to intelligence-gathering, 
including interrogation of terrorists.

As I watched, I kept thinking of Sen. Frank 
Church and the disaster his Senate select 
committee inflicted upon the CIA in 1975. 
The committee was troubled by the disclo-
sures of various misguided, even bizarre CIA 
endeavors during the Cold War, including 
an attempt to kill Fidel Castro. It ultimately 
adopted a series of proposals to rein in the 
agency that led the Carter administration 
to impose broad changes.

The effort to reform intelligence operations 

to make them moral was a noble one—and 
the damage it wrought to national security 
took decades to undo. The new generation of 
CIA veterans like Ms. Haspel must wonder if 
anyone in the current Senate has even heard 
of the Church Committee.

Senators today seem to assume there is 
agreement on what constitutes moral conduct 
in spycraft. But recruiting spies is not the 
work of moralists. The CIA’s mission involves 
persuading others to disregard their deepest 
moral and legal obligations. It is a dirty yet 
necessary business, not best examined in 
open hearings.

In 1977 my friend Dick Helms was pros-
ecuted by the Carter Justice Department for 
perjury after he denied in an open Senate 
hearing that the CIA had been involved in the 
1973 overthrow of the Allende government in 

Chile. Helms was bound by his oath as a CIA 
officer never to reveal classified secrets. Yet 
before the Senate he was under the perjury 
threat if he fulfilled his obligation to preserve 
intelligence secrets. What was the moral thing 
to do in that situation?

Helms lied because he was operating under 
longstanding directions he and others at the 
agency had received from senior senators, 
including Democrat Richard Russell of Geor-
gia, who worried candid answers in open 
hearings might risk “the lives of our boys.” 
They instructed Helms to protect intelligence 
operations in such hearings.

Helms’s defense lawyer. Edward Bennett 
Williams, warned the Justice Department 
he would have Helms testify in open court to 
numerous examples of CIA officials lying to 
Congress to preserve secret agency activities, 

with the likely exposure of important top-
secret operations. The government relented, 
and Williams arranged for Helms to plead 
guilty to a misdemeanor with no penalty. In 
1983 President Reagan recognized Helms’s 
long service with a National Security Medal 
as an implicit apology. No CIA director has 
since been charged with a crime.

Intelligence work can involve complex 
judgments about morality and even legality. 
The law must remain our bulwark, morality a 
sweet frosting. To serve as head of the CIA is 
to be in charge of vital operations that must 
be subject to the rule of law, not the moral 
sensitivities of any one person.

Dick Helms died in 2002. His portrait 
hangs in honor at CIA headquarters. There 
is no portrait of Frank Church.

(Source: The WSJ)

At the CIA, immorality is part of the job

The Trump administration may or may not have a negotiating 
strategy with the North Koreans in the works. The amount and 
extreme pace of diplomatic activity on the Korean Peninsula 
over the past four months (Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
just returned from his second trip to North Korea with three 
American prisoners in tow), coupled with President Trump’s 
acceptance of Kim Jong-un’s offer to meet, has forced the 
White House to quickly put a plan together.

One man, however, has a very specific framework in mind. 
Appearing on Fox News last Sunday, National Security Ad-
visor John Bolton brought up what can be called the Libya 
scenario, in which former dictator Muammar el-Qaddafi 
not only came clean to the Americans and the British about 
his weapons-of-mass-destruction programs, but allowed 
Washington to airlift his equipment and documents out of 
the country for destruction.

The only issue with Bolton’s proposal is that it is techni-
cally incompatible with where Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons 
program is at the present time and fanciful from a diplomatic 
perspective. To believe that the North Koreans would permit 
Americans to prowl around their country and freight away 
their nukes in exchange for the suspension of U.S. sanctions 
is nothing more than an exercise in disbelief.

Those who talk as if a Libya-style denuclearization op-
tion is realistic for the North Koreans today forget just how 
rudimentary, if not embarrassing, Tripoli’s nuclear program 
was at the time it was being destroyed. While a British official 
told the New York Times that Libya’s nuclear research-and-
development program was close to producing a bomb at the 
time the agreement with Qaddafi was struck, the nuclear 
specialists who were responsible for disposing that mate-
rial have described on the record just how unimpressive it 
was. Donald Mahley, the Bush administration’s pointman 
for disarming Qaddafi, commented that he was surprised at 
how little the Libyans seemed to invest in the effort. “Though 
the Libyans I dealt with were knowledgeable, dedicated, and 
innovative,” Mahley said, “there was almost no bench.” A 
small circle of scientists and engineers ran the program, a 
far contrast from what Van Jackson of Victoria University of 
Wellington has described as North Korea’s “nuclear ‘industry’ 
of scientists, engineers and warfighters, and a corresponding 
maintenance and supply chain.”

Whereas the Kim dynasty has been — and as far as we can 
tell, remains — devoted to its nuclear weapons program in 
word and in deed, Qaddafi’s regime was divided internally 

about the wisdom of attaining such a capability. As Malfrid 
Braut-Hegghammer revealed in her new book, Unclear Phys-
ics: Why Iraq and Libya Failed to Build Nuclear Weapons, 
there was a vocal faction within the Qaddafi government 
(led by Qaddafi’s favorite son, Saif al-Islam) that questioned 
whether a latent nuclear capacity was worth the pain of 
international political and economic isolation. Muammar 
el-Qaddafi eventually came to the conclusion that ditching 
the effort and alleviating the economic pressure on Tripoli 
was a more thoughtful course of action for his political sur-
vival than continuing to develop a program that was entirely 
dependent on foreign suppliers (a decision that Qaddafi and 
his son would regret eight years later).

How do we know Libya’s nuclear development was a 
largely wasteful drain on the regime’s finances? Because 
the International Atomic Energy Agency largely confirmed 
it when its inspectors went into the country to poke around 

Libya’s facilities. A 2004 IAEA report was full of examples of 
just how haphazard and broken Qaddafi’s nuclear research 
was. In one finding, the agency discovered that Libya never 
acquired the domestic knowledge to domestically produce 
centrifuges or the skill to enrich uranium. It also did not have 
a clue about nuclear warhead designs; while the Libyans did 
receive documents and specks about warheads, “Libya stated 
that it had no national personnel competent to evaluate the 
data and would have asked the supplier for help in the event it 
had opted to take further steps to develop a nuclear weapon.” 
In layman’s terms: Libyan engineers were not very good.

When the time came for Washington and London to 
destroy Qaddafi’s program, the Bush administration was 
able to accomplish the task in less than six months. Part of 
this was due to the diligence and ingenuity of the Ameri-
can team on the ground, but another reason for such quick 
success was because the Libyans hardly began the process 
of bomb development. Robert Einhorn, a nonproliferation 
specialist and former State Department official in the Obama 
administration, summed it up this way: “Libya hardly had 
a nuclear weapons program. It had crates with centrifuge 
parts it didn’t know what to do with. U.S. transport planes 
could land and carry the entire ‘program’ away.”

Muammar el-Qaddafi was a beginner in the nuclear game. 
He was a bumbling amateur who wasn’t privy to the talent 
and resources required for an indigenous nuclear weap-
ons research-and-development industry. North Korea is 
not only way, way ahead of where Tripoli ever was — they 
are already a nuclear-armed state, even if the United States 
and the international community fail to officially recognize 
it as such. Pyongyang has a deterrent that Qaddafi tried for 
thirty years to purchase, the major difference being that the 
“treasured sword” of nuclear Damocles was always valued 
by the Kim regime as exponentially more important to its 
preservation than making nice with the West.

If John Bolton is looking for a workable framework for 
the upcoming nuclear talks with Pyongyang, then the Libya 
model isn’t it. Qaddafi may have felt squeezed after decades of 
sanctions and grew scared about becoming the next Saddam 
Hussein, but Kim Jong-un has no intention of becoming the 
next Qaddafi—a man who was dragged out of a storm drain 
like a stray dog, mercilessly assaulted and executed. The 
sooner Bolton and the rest of the Trump administration get 
that reality into their heads, the more prepared they will be 
when the North Koreans slow-roll the nuclear negotiations 
or refuse to part with their operational nuclear deterrent.

(Source: The National Interest)

North Korea won’t fall for the Libya disarmament trap

To believe that the North 
Koreans would permit 

Americans to prowl around 
their country and freight 

away their nukes in exchange 
for the suspension of U.S. 
sanctions is nothing more 

than an exercise in disbelief.

If you ignore the deaths 
in Gaza, you are complicit 
in our slaughter 

On Monday, Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner reveled in the 
opening of the U.S. embassy in Jerusalem. 

That day, 58 unarmed Palestinian protesters were killed 
in Gaza. And more have died since.

Between the massacre in Gaza and the celebrations in Je-
rusalem, the world has once more been exposed to the true 
reality of Palestine.

On one side there is an occupying power that is incessantly 
rewarded by the international community, even as the Palestin-
ians are being pushed ever further out of their lands. Those who 
remain live under the harshest conditions: The denial of a right 
to live in dignity and freedom. In this age of media and social 
platforms, there is no excuse to not see what is happening. As 
such, remaining complicit is a conscious and active decision 
to side with oppression and directly be a part of it.

As Palestinians rally around different cities, but mainly 
in Gaza, they come out to protest not a single detail like the 
moving of the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, but something vastly 
larger. We are protesting for life, for the right to return to 
the lands we were displaced from, to be Palestinians without 
being punished for it, and to bask in our freedom and all the 
dysfunction that we may bring with it.

The protests in Palestine should not come as a surprise. Pal-
estinians have been struggling for liberation from the colonial 
reality here for decades. Ever since the Haganah and Irgun 
Zionist forces began committing slaughter on Palestinians, we 
fought back in whatever capacity we managed. Still, whenever 
we make any progress, the international community not only 
condemns our resistance, but actively aids and abets Israel 
in its efforts. The world ignored the racism and oppression 
by Israel and continued to treat it as a normal regime. There 
is nothing normal about a regime that builds itself through 
physically transferring an entire population.

Not only has Israel dispossessed Palestinians from their 
lands, but those of us who remain must endure an oppression 
that maliciously seeps into every aspect of our lives. Every 
inch of our existence is used against us. Our minds are turned 
into a space for psychological warfare to implant an image of 
inferiority into our core, to convince us that we are the lesser 
ones, destined to be either controlled or kicked out. Our bodies 
are objects — shot at, beaten, humiliated, assaulted, violated. 
Our ideas and dreams of liberation are swept into a corner 
because if we so much as dare to speak loudly and mobilize, 
we will find ourselves incarcerated or killed. Palestinians are 
wedged between a painful exile and a butchered land. This is 
the definition of ethnic cleansing.

We note the violations Israel commits against Palestinians 
every single day. There are endless reports and documents, 
videos and photographs, verified testimonies and much more. 
We are exhausted of repeating the stories of our oppression 
and constantly revisiting old trauma as we try to cope with 
an ongoing one. All of this we do so the world can see how 
inhumane and unjust Israeli colonization is. We have even 
returned to the laws that are meant to safeguard basic human 
rights, and still today the settlements and slaughter continue.

What is worse is that when we take things into our own 
hands, we are criticized and punished. We have been violent and 
called terrorists, we have been peaceful and were imprisoned, 
we have tried diplomacy even when it meant Palestinians op-
pressing Palestinians, and still the world justifies Israeli violence.

The misconception is that we actually have a choice, that we 
are willfully choosing death. The truth is that the only remain-
ing option is to silently be 
imprisoned, controlled, 
dispossessed, and at-
tacked for being Palestin-
ian. There is no choice but 
to seek life, and that is all 
that we are doing. This 
is our crime. We are the 
criminals that dared to 
wish for life.

Every single hour the 
siege on Gaza and the oc-
cupation of the West Bank 
continues, the voice of op-
pression gets louder. What 
we are witnessing today is 
a mockery to all the progress we have made as humans. While 
we are moving forward in different areas and advancing as a 
global community in science, arts, technology and more, we 
are faltering because our collective humanity is being tested. 
Our failure to address oppression in all of its forms, whether 
it is colonialism, racism, or authoritarianism, will mock our 
advancement in other fields.

Let us not condense the protests in Gaza and Palestine to 
kneejerk reactions to a particular event, whether it’s the moving 
of the U.S. embassy or the erection of metal detectors by Al-Aqsa 
Mosque like last summer. Rather, let us recognize the root of 
all protest, defiance and resistance. It is in the most basic of 
language, it is a pursuit of life. Palestinians are brave enough 
to love life so much that they are willing to go out to the streets 
and protest, and when they are not protesting they are fight-
ing in their daily life by merely echoing the word “Palestine.”

(Source: Newsweek)

The words U.S. President Donald Trump used 
in the press conference with his French coun-
terpart Macron about his expectations from 
the Arab World were like the disclosure of 
the secret codes of how they have governed 
the world so far.

Trump was explicitly presenting the en-
tire plot which their relationships with the 
Arab countries in general and Persian Gulf 
countries in particular were depending on. 
In fact, by expressing them this explicitly he 
has turned the diplomatic practices, style 
and relations upside-down.

Trump is explicitly demanding funds. 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates 
must have plenty of money and they have the 
right to it because of the protection they have 
provided so far. Trump is claiming this right.

Since the September 11 attack, the U.S. 
has spent 7 trillion dollars in the operations 
conducted in the Middle East and in fact, it 
has conducted all for the security of those 
countries. He also claimed that while the U.S. 
has spent all this money to protecting these 
countries from the threat of Iran and also 
for anti-terror operations, Arab countries 
are sitting on an immense fortune and they 
are not sharing it with them.

In fact, this is not the first time Trump is 
using such words. Even before he was elected 
as president, he was speaking like this and 
saying much more on Twitter or in some of 
his speeches. It was expected that he would 
soften those hard-to-swallow ideas after tak-
ing office, or even if he maintained the same 
ideas he would express them more kindly. 
However, Trump stood firm with his tone 
and continued to express the same ideas in 
the same manner.

As a matter of fact, although those rudely-
articulated statements were the outspoken 
expression of his ideas, they do not reflect the 
reality to the same degree; they are antipodal. 
Neither Saudi Arabia nor any other Arab 
countries are in need of the U.S.’s protec-
tion. Not against Iran or any other power…

In fact, it is none-other than the U.S. that 

causes the need for this protection. The U.S. 
invaded Iraq with the excuse of stopping 
a terror threat 5,000 miles away from its 
borders, not for protecting the Arabs from 
terror. The justification of weapons of mass 
destruction turned out to be a big lie, and 
now it is known that this was just an excuse 
made up in order to invade Iraq.

For this reason, there is no reason for 
anybody to make out an invoice to anyone. 
Today they are talking about protecting Saudi 
Arabia and the Persian Gulf from the threat 
of Iran, however everyone knows and sees 
that the sole responsible for Iran becoming 
a threat is no one but the U.S. itself.

The U.S., which invaded Iraq and occupied 
it for about a decade and later served it entirely 
on a silver platter to Iran, successfully ensured 
this to be a disturbing cause of tension for 
the Arab countries. Today Iran is the most 

practical tool used by the U.S. to get money 
out of Arab countries. Nobody should expect it 
to exhaust this tool in the near future. On the 
surface, both Iran’s anti-U.S. and the U.S.’s 
anti-Iran sentiment are the most practical 
ways of spending the funds of Arab countries.

In today’s world order, Iran is a magnifi-
cent meal ticket for the U.S.

Iran being non-threatening is a bigger for 
the U.S.’s Middle East order. In such a case, 
the U.S. will undoubtedly take all kinds of 
measures to try to revive this threat.

In fact, establishing an order through such 
a mentality is the most famous method of 
mafia orders. It demands money with the 
promise of clearing that place from a bad lot. 
Everyone knows that there is no one more 
dangerous than the one providing protec-
tion. The guardian is the threat itself. If it 
doesn’t pose a challenge there will be nobody 

to establish a threat or ruin the order.
For this reason, that protection is provided 

for preventing itself from posing the threat, 
and its price is related to the wealth of the 
one protected and the mercy of the guardian.

The U.S. has no mercy and the Arab coun-
tries have a great deal of wealth. Over the 
fortunes of the Arab countries, there is the 
right of all the poor and hungry Muslims, and 
even with the zakat of the money collected 
the famine problem in the Muslim world 
can be solved easily.

However, the U.S. doesn’t care about it at 
all. In fact, this has always been the same in 
the relationships between the U.S. and the 
Persian Gulf countries. However, nobody 
has expressed this order that explicitly so 
far. Trump is expressing the mindset and 
the approach lying behind the background 
of the U.S. world order in the most clear and 
outspoken way.

At this point, what is difficult to under-
stand is how easily the Arab countries agree 
with this relationship. Don’t they know that 
cowards die many times before their deaths? 
Don’t they even know that once you give in 
to providing donations and blackmail it is 
impossible to satisfy that establishment?

The U.S. has once imposed this order on 
Turkey as well and we can say that Turkey 
was imposed to allocate funds to the extent 
of its assets. In the last ten years, Turkey 
succeeded to free itself from the order of 
funds and blackmail. It rejected the U.S.’s 
attempt to get it to support the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK)’s Syrian branch, the 
YPG, in order to get be free of Daesh terror.

No thanks, said Turkey. I neither want 
your anti-terror struggle nor your help in 
this aspect. And ironically what kind of a 
fight is yours that the more you fight, the 
bigger the threat gets.

Through time, we also clearly understood 
that the biggest responsible for the terror in 
the Middle East is none other than the U.S. 
and its policies. There is only one thing to 
say after seeing this reality: We want noth-
ing else but for you to stay out of our way.

(Source: Middle East observer)

We want nothing else apart from the 
U.S. to stay out of our way

Today Iran is the most practical tool 
used by the U.S. to get money out of 

Arab countries. 

Whenever 
we make any 
progress, the 
international 

community not 
only condemns 
our resistance, 

but actively aids 
and abets Israel 

in its efforts.

By Mariam Barghouti 
A RT I C L E
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TEHRAN (MNA) — Temel Karamollaoglu, 
the candidate of Felicity Party (SP) in up-
coming Turkey’s presidential elections has 
said that cooperation with regional countries 
must be a high priority for Turkey.

Temel Karamollaoglu from the Islamist 
Felicity Party (SP) who is one of the six presi-
dential candidates in the June 24 presidential 
elections in Turkey told the correspondent of 
Mehr News Agency that Israel is at the center 
of regional crises, adding that imperialism 
and Zionism are at the center of the conflicts 
in the Muslim world.

In response to a question about the pos-
sibility of entering a coalition with other po-
litical groups if the election goes to runoff, 
Mr. Karamollaoglu said that one of the main 
problems in Turkey’s political structure is 
division and polarization, so the Felicity Party 
will consider joining hands with other parties 
when the time comes.

In response to another question regard-
ing the situation in Syria, he said “we have 

announced our position towards Syria from 
the very beginning of the crisis. First of all, it 
should be noted that there is no problem that 
the Islamic countries cannot solve through 
dialogue. But imperialism and Zionism have 
involved Muslims in fighting one another 
and they are exploiting the existing crises.”

The Turkish politician said that the Islamic 
world is involved in conflicts while Israel is 
exploiting the situation.

He went on to add that Israel and Zionists 
are behind the conflicts in the region in line 
with their aim of creating the Greater Israel.

Mr. Karamollaoglu stressed that the prob-

lems of the Islamic world must be resolved 
through Ankara, Tehran, Baghdad and Da-
mascus cooperation without the interference 
of any imperialist force.

Regrading his policy towards the United 
States and the European countries if he is 
elected the Turkish president, the Felicity 
Party candidate said his party pursues a 
foreign policy of peace and friendship with 
Europe and the United States.

He said that they in Felicity Party, based on 
their Islamic beliefs, do not think that Turkey 
should wait for too long behind Europe’s doors, 
stressing that it instead must work towards 
unity in the Islamic world, while keeping its 
economic and cultural relations with Europe 
without forgetting about the Islamic beliefs.

“Our priority is to increase cooperation 
with the countries of the region. There are 
significant natural resources in the region. 
If we are united and able to use these oppor-
tunities, we will create peace and security in 
the world. Expanding our partnership with 
all neighboring countries is one of our main 
duties,” he concluded.

‘Increasing cooperation with region 
must be Turkey’s top priority’

EU has legal tools to protect its companies from U.S. sanctions: Former French diplomat

The lies they say about post-war reconstruction in Syria

A case which IAEA doesn’t intend to disclose

1          In a tactful reaction to Trump›s Betrayal of Nu-
clear Deal, Iran said the survival of JCPOA highly depends 
on firm European guarantees. Since the EU›s leverage is 
not strong enough to bring the U.S. back to reason, shall 
Iran count on their guarantees?

A: The EU has stated its firm intention to continue ap-
plying the JCPOA and keeping sanctions on Iran removed. 
The U.S. is threatening to apply ‘secondary’ sanctions to EU 
companies that would trade with or invest in Iran. But the 

EU has the legal tools to protect its companies, and if the U.S. 
launches a trade war with the EU both sides will lose while 
Russian and Chinese companies will be less affected. It is in 
the interest of Iran to appear as a responsible partner and 
not give the U.S. any pretext for pressuring Iran even more.

  Will EU dare to invest or have economic engagement 
with Iran in a situation where the U.S. nuclear related sanctions 
are back again and the foreign companies face U.S. penalties?

A: There is a risk that EU companies may fear U.S. pen-

alties if they are vulnerable to them (i.e. if they trade in U.S. 
dollars, have U.S. stakeholders or branches, etc.). But the 
EU is determined to shield its businesses from such threats.

  Returning which kind of the sanctions are red line for 
Iran that will danger its national interest?

A: It would be better to ask the Iranian authorities, but 
it can be assumed that sanctions in the oil sector could have 
a strategic importance for Tehran due to its dependence on 
revenue from oil exports.

TEHRAN (FNA) — First things first: The Syrian government 
which liberated so many cities and towns from foreign-backed 
terrorist groups of ISIL and Al-Qaeda – with a helping hand 
from Iran, Russia and Hezbollah – has no plans whatsoever 
to confiscate homes and lands of those who fled the once ter-
ror-held areas. There is no ‘New Land Law’ for it either.

Still, that hasn’t stopped ‘fake stream’ media outlets in the 
West and the Arab world to claim otherwise. They claim that 
a new urban development law in Syria has put the onus on 
citizens, millions of whom are displaced, to prove ownership 
of their homes — or potentially risk losing them to postwar 
developments - and government supporters.

This is while the full implications of Law 10 of 2018 are yet 
to be seen. There are provisions allowing distant relatives to 
register properties for absentee landlords, allowing for flexibility. 
However, there is no conflict between government loyalists and 
opponents, nor should this be a cause for anxiety - especially 
among those forced to abandon their homes in areas where 
foreign-backed terrorist groups have now been crushed. Under 
the law and through legal channels, people are free to return 
to their homes as their rights will be protected as soon the 
nationwide reconstruction efforts begin.

Indeed, it is silly to argue that those who can prove ownership 
will still lose their homes because of their political affiliations 

or activities. No government entity is going to steal any private 
property and no civilians will ever get arrested just because 
they want to return to their homes. Syria has already proved 
otherwise in thousands of cases, where thousands of militants 
have applied for government amnesty and have return home 
along with the families across the country.

Into the argument, and according to the Syrian government 
officials and entities, those who have left the country, or those 
who have been internally displaced (over 6.6. million), can ask 
their families and relatives to register their properties using the 
necessary paperwork, and keep the hope of return alive. True, 
it will be a complicated process, but no one is going to scuttle 
this process deliberately, much less put such legal claims in 
jeopardy. Those who possess the proper paperwork can and 
should secure their home as per a new presidential decree, 
that’s according to the Syrian Interior Ministry.

The political interpretation is that the government seeks to 
rebuild the country and it will need all the help it can get from 
the international community and its own people. Besides, no 
one in the government has ever said that Damascus plans to 
alienate its own people, much less recoup the land of the dis-
placed and redistribute it to those close to the government so 
they can rebuild new neighborhoods. Such baseless allegations 
are there to ensure further divisions inside Syria and deeper 

distrust among the general public. 
Irrespective of media shenanigans in the West and the Arab 

world, the people of Syria should help their government to 
rebuild post-conflict Syria. Their efforts and investment in 
rebuilding Syria will bolster their domestic market and econ-
omy and heighten international competition over their own 
future. Such unity would also prevent the de-facto partition of 
Syria and any return to its pre-war unevenly- developed status.

The government and the people should take steps to pre-
vent Syria from sliding backwards economically and prevent 
Syria from unbalanced development. They can seek help from 
their allies and the international community to leverage recon-
struction assistance as a tool for jumpstarting reconciliation 
talks between the opposition parties and the government as 
well, and convene multi-track dialogues on development with 
various stakeholders to ensure reconstruction is consistent 
across the country.

People are the hope for rebuilding Syria and the government 
cannot do this alone. That’s a fact. They should never allow any 
chance of renewed violence and division, nor should they ever 
let national reconstruction efforts and plans pave the way for 
an open-ended American military occupation and dominance. 
Their unity and resolve could tip the scale toward the Syrian 
people and government.

1        to international organizations including the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency over Iran’s different programs. 
This pressure has reached a point that Nikki Haley personally 
traveled to Vienna to ask the IAEA Director General Yukio 
Amano to be more flexible on “Inspection of Iranian mili-
tary sites”, and press Iran to let the IAEA inspectors have 
full access to these sites. In September 2017, Amano made 
important remarks regarding the inspection of our country’s 
military sites.

 In an interview with the Associated Press, he stated that, 
according to the terms which Iran has accepted, the Agency will 
have access to all Iranian sites, including the military sites! In 
other words, Amano argued that the Agency could have access 
to “any place” in Iran at any time it wanted. These remarks came 
two days after Nikki Haley’s visit to Vienna and her meeting 
with Amano. This was while such statements by Amano were 
unprecedented since the conclusion of the nuclear deal. These 
statements reflected the direct influence of Nikki Haley and 
other American officials on the IAEA Director General.

But Amano’s dual approach didn’t end up at this point! 
Although he spoke of Iran’s commitment to the CPOA in his 
reports, he refused to take an independent stance against Trump’s 
hideous and irrational demands on “inspecting Iran’s military 
sites”. Since the beginning of 2017, the President of the United 
States, both formally and informally, discussed the issue of 
inspection of Iranian military sites, and in this direction, he has 
never faced with any sort of refusal by Amano and his entourage.

     IAEA passiveness before Netanyahu
While only a week remained to the official announcement of 

U.S. withdrawal from the JCPOA, we witnessed Netanyahu’s 
nuclear show against the Islamic Republic of Iran. In this nuclear 

and missile show, he argued that Iran, contrary to the JCPOA 
terms, has moved towards the production of nuclear weapons! 
The claim was so ridiculous that even some of Washington and 
Tel Aviv allies decided not to take any positions on it. Meanwhile, 
once again we were witnessing the passive stance taken by the 
IAEA. Eventually, after a few days of silence, the IAEA, in an 
indirect and prudent response that came after the claims of 
the Zionist Regime’s Prime Minister against Iran, emphasized 
that it had “no credible indications of activities in Iran relevant 
to the development of a nuclear explosive device after 2009”.

A spokesman for the International Atomic Energy Agency 
said in a statement that its board of governors had “declared 
that its consideration of this issue was closed” after it was pre-
sented with a report in December 2015. “The Agency evaluates 
all safeguards-relevant information available to it. However, it 
is not the practice of the IAEA to publicly discuss issues related 
to any such information,” he added.

Interestingly enough, Yukio Amano didn’t want to take any 
positions beyond the IAEA’s indirect statement, so that the 
Zionist and U.S. authorities would not blame him for that! 
Evidences suggest that the main reason for the resignation of 
Tero Varjoranta was not his anger at Trump’s decision! But the 
true reason for this resignation should rather be sought in Ama-
no’s passiveness in defending his deputy’s performance against 
U.S. and Israelis’ political attacks. Under such circumstances, 
It’s “Amano” whom should be taken as the main accuser, and 
not Trump! It’s not without a reason that the IAEA Director 
General didn’t say the least about Varjoranta’s resignation, and 
with a quick replacement, he tried to close this case forever! 
Undoubtedly, in the near future, we will hear more about the 
events behind the Finnish diplomat’s resignation.

1       For the Europeans, the lingering question is: Should EU 
countries push back against the Trump administration over the 
Iran nuclear deal?  French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire 
has reportedly noted that Europe should maintain its economic 
sovereignty by challenging the U.S. role as the “world’s economic 
policeman.” This is understandable, given that the French en-
ergy giant Total has a $5billion deal to extract Iranian natural 
gas.  The deepening French economic ties with Iran have also 
included Airbus, which has already begun delivering jets to Iran 
Air under a multibillion-dollar contract.

Germany has similarly found itself in an awkward position, hoping 
to keep its foreign investment in Iran steady while at the same time 
not jeopardizing its economic ties with the United States.  Volkswa-
gen, the German automaker, has continued exporting cars to Iran. 
Richard Grenell, the U.S. ambassador to Berlin, according to the 
European newspapers, has warned Berlin against the continuing 
normal trade ties with Iran: “German companies doing business 
in Iran should wind down operations immediately.”

The Trump administration has returned to the decades-old 
familiar strategy toward Iran, one which was based on sanctions 
and coercive diplomacy rather than negotiation and reliance on 
agreements.  Today, Trump’s aids believe that the same strategy 
could force Iran to change its foreign policy behavior.  John 
Bolton, Trump’s national security adviser, has sent an utterly 
ominous signal to those European countries doing business with 
Iran, appearing convinced that the Europeans will find it in their 
interests to follow the U.S. lead rather than resuming with the 
nuclear deal.   Europeans are torn between having lucrative con-
tracts with Iran on the one hand and maintaining normal trade 
ties with the United States on the other.  

The extra-territorial impact of sanctions has raised serious 
concerns about penalizing foreign businesses that trade with or 
invest in Iran.  The U.S. sanctions on Iran not only block Amer-
ican firms from doing business in the former, but also prohibit 
foreign firms that do business there from accessing the larger 
U.S. banking and financial system.  Renewing sanctions would 
make it immensely difficult for Iran to sell its oil abroad or use 
the international banking system.

  Iran produces roughly 4 million barrels per day of crude oil, 
accounting for about 4 percent of global supply, much of which is 
exported to Asia, including China, India, Japan and South Korea. 
Tehran will look further to the east, where China and Russia will 
become its major trading partners as a result.  Most notably, 
China’s trade ties with Iran could come into conflict with—if not 
countervail—U.S. sanctions. While it is true the volume of trade 
between China and the United States far outweighs that of Iran 
and China, Iran nevertheless continues to occupy a pivotal place 
in China’s reinvigoration of the historical Silk Road.  With the 
threat of sanctions looming large, Iran will most likely seek new 
opportunities under China’s “One Belt, One Road” initiative in 
the coming years and decades. The regional and international 
implications of this policy cannot be underestimated.

On balance, the occurrence of a U.S. policy that pushes states 
to choose between banking in U.S. dollars and with U.S. firms 
operating under a different financial system could not come at 
a worse time.  The U.S. has engaged in an increasingly fruitless 
trade war with the Chinese, has come under heavy criticism from 
Europeans allies for its trade policies, and has created tension 
with enemies and allies alike in the international system.  Whether 
this pushes states to reconsider the already diminished stature 
of the United States in the world system remains to be seen, but 
clearly the writing is on the wall: international relations are now 
operating in a potential post-American world and the rebalancing 
as well as recalibrating of financial interests may be forthcoming.

U.S. withdrawal from nuclear 
deal: Unsettling implications

N.I.O.C
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National Iranian
Drilling CompanySecond  Announcement

تهران تایمز نوبت اول 97/02/30نوبت دوم 97/02/31   

Brief discription of subject:
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends to purchase its requirements from 
qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender (compressed) upon following terms and conditions:
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:
The evaluation is based on  article ( J ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets qualitative evaluation 
inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.
B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:
In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to account number  4001114004020491 in central bank  of Islamic Republic 
of Iran under the title of “centralized income funds” of National Iranian Drilling Company  and providing the  original deposit receipt.
Reciving of documents:
Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum 10 days  after the date of second publication in 
person at the following address: Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign 
Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN 
Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment department in due date and 
participates in tenderwill be known as tenderer from tender committee. 
C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evaluating:
Tenderers shall submit simultaneuosly envelopes of bids including bank guarantees(A), financial offer(C) and stamped and signed of tender 
ducuments(B) along with qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary within 40 days from last day of document recived 
deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport 
square, Ahwaz, IRAN. 
Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids. 
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee: 
A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central     
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to the account number 4001114006376636 under the title of “centralized guarantee funds” of National 
Iranian Drilling Company  to the central bank  of Islamic Republic of Iran.
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.

More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR
News Channel of NIDC : @nidc_pr 
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Brief discription of subject: 
   National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends 
to purchase its requirements from qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender (compressed) 
upon following terms and conditions: 
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer: 
   The evaluation is based on  article ( J ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base 
on worksheets qualitative evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60. 
     B) Preparation of tender documents: 
       Purchasing of documents: 
    In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to account number  4001114004020491 
in central bank  of Islamic Republic of Iran under the title of “centralized income funds” of National Iranian 
Drilling Company  and providing the  original deposit receipt. 
 Reciving of documents: 
      Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum 10 days       
  after the date of second publication in person at the following address: Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign  
  Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN  
Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign 
procurment department in due date and participates in tenderwill be known as tenderer from tender committee.  
     C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evaluating: 
        Tenderers shall submit simultaneuosly envelopes of bids including bank guarantees(A), financial offer(C) 
and stamped and signed of tender ducuments(B) along with qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD 
and documentary within 40 days from last day of document recived deadline to the following address: Hall 
No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, 
Ahwaz, IRAN.  
     Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for 
submission of bids.  
D) Tender Guarantee: 
      Type of guarantee:  
   A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central      
       Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
   B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to the account number 4001114006376636 under the title of 
“centralized guarantee funds” of National Iranian Drilling Company  to the central bank  of Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 

Public Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tender(First Publish/Seconed Publish) 
One-Stage(compressed) 

No TENDER NO. / INDENT 
NO 

Tenders Portal 
Reg. No.  Subject of Tender ESTIMATED 

VALUE (Rial) 

TENDER GUARANTEE 

Rial Euro 

1 Tender No.:FP/17-97/004 
Indent No.: 48-22-9622043 3,161,702 

PARTS FOR AIR 
WRENCH VARCO 

SSW40 

50,597,619,28
6 2,332,000,000 46,408 
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By Tafi Mhaka 
On May 2, representatives of Afriforum, a contro-
versial South African organization, travelled to the 
U.S. on a mission to lobby the U.S. government 
to take a stance against what they called a “racist 
theft” of land in South Africa.

Afriforum had launched an international cam-
paign to stop the South African government from 
making constitutional changes that would allow the 
state to appropriate land without compensation 
and resettle thousands of landless black peasants. 
The measure would affect predominantly white 
South African landowners.

Afriforum CEO Kallie Kriel and his deputy Ernst 
Roets met representatives from USAID, staffers 
with Republican Senator Ted Cruz, and contro-
versial National Security adviser and longtime 
Republican hawk, John Bolton.

As their tour ended with a media storm in 

South Africa, Gaza came into the international 
spotlight. The Israeli government and its allies 
in the West were rushing to gloss over the mass 
killing of peaceful Palestinian protesters who 
had marched to demand their occupied land 
be returned. Western media rushed to parrot 
Israeli rhetoric that Hamas was responsible for 
the civilian deaths.

Palestinians, just like South Africans and other 
dispossessed peoples around the world, have been 
facing a concerted effort by ever-growing right-wing 
forces to obfuscate their reality. This is part of a 
broader campaign around the world to normalize 
colonialism, white supremacy and privilege, and 
rewrite history.

 U.S., Israel applying racist policies
It is not a coincidence that it is now that an 

organization like Afriforum is reaching out to 
a U.S. government that is staunchly supportive 

of Israel and is engaged in applying its own rac-
ist policies.

Beyond lobbying against a law that could affect 
rich white landowners in South Africa, Afriforum 
has engaged through its public statements in sys-
tematic historical revisionism. In the past, the or-
ganization has called consequences of apartheid 
“so-called injustices”.

In a recent interview, its CEO Kriel claimed 
that apartheid “was wrong” but was not a crime 
against humanity. He also appeared to believe 
that apartheid and the Holocaust could not be 
compared. He said: “(A) crime against humanity 
is the gassing of six million Jews in gas cham-
bers. In my view, you cannot equate that to the 
700 people that were killed by the security police 
during apartheid.”

What this narrative aims to do is to dissoci-
ate South African apartheid from other crimes 

committed in the name of white supremacy and 
privilege.

 This wild, ingenious and unsympathetic ob-
servation demonstrates an anti-liberal attempt 
to amend historical truths, manufacture new 
moralities and retain white economic and social 
privileges.

To “remember” that apartheid was much more 
than the killing of “700 people”, one just needs 
to walk around the resource-starved black town-
ships like Tembisa, 40km north of Johannesburg, 
or visit an informal settlement in Cape Town, 
where thousands of very poor and marginal-
ized black people live. Then one should visit a 
traditionally white Johannesburg suburb like 
Randburg, Rosebank, or Bedfordview, and see 
what post-apartheid white wealth and prosper-
ity looks like.

Colonialism and apartheid created a massive 

underclass of poverty-stricken folks who, despite 
welcoming the policy of racial reconciliation 
Nelson Mandela supported, and accepting the 
skewed economic situation that accompanied the 
founding of the new South Africa in 1994, must 
bear the incredible indignity of flimsy, hurtful 
and inconsistent interpretations of the violence 
bred through colonialism and apartheid, and 
its effects.

And Afriforum is not the first political actor to 
peddle this revisionist brand of calculated recollec-
tion. In March 2017, former Democratic Alliance 
(DA) leader, Helen Zille celebrated colonialism and 
asserted how that historical injustice introduced 
benefits that previously disadvantaged blacks 
should be thankful for. She tweeted: “For those 
claiming legacy of colonialism was ONLY nega-
tive, think of our independent judiciary, transport 
infrastructure, piped water.”   1 3

On Trump, Gaza and white
supremacy in South Africa
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Apt in South Dibaji
100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., 2 bathrooms

fully furn, clean, near to Arghavan Park
$1300

Mr.Shayan: 09122449623

New Duplex Apt in Elahieh
2th floor, 130 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
unfurn, equipped kitchen

spj, lobby, pkg
Mr.Shayan: 09122449623

Apt in Saadat Abad
10th floor,  150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs. luxury 

furn, nice view, nice balcony, parking
swimming pool near to building

$2500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Jordan
110 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., new

parking, fully furn
$2700

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Amazing Apt in Zafaranieh
7th floor, 279 sq.m, 1 master room

3 Bdrs., fully furn balcony, nice view, pkg
lobby man, spj, elevator
green garden, renovated

$6000 negotiable
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Villa in the North
duplex, 1200 sq.m built up, 2000 sq.m 

land, 5 Bdrs., big saloon servant
spj, renovated

 beautiful garden, semi furn
$18000 negotiable

Ms.Diba: 09128103206
 

Villa in Shariati-Elahieh
1000 sq.m built up, 5000 sq.m land
 6 Bdrs., outdoor pool green garden

parking
almost renovated, $20000

Suitable for Residency or  Embassy
  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in Niavaran
1000 sq.m built up, 2000 sq.m land

 semi furn, outdoor pool
green garden, renovated servant 

quarter, extra suit
with 2 Bdrs., $15000

Suitable for Residency & Embassy
  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Villa in Aqdasieh
3000 sq.m land, 2600 sq.m

built up, duplex, 14 Bdrs. parking 
renovated, pool, gym saloon 

servant quarter
Suitable for Residency of Ambassadors

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in Zafaranieh
19 apt & each apt 200 sq.m with

3 Bdrs., one penthouse with
5 rooms, pkg, 4900 sq.m built up 6900 

sq.m land, semi furn
Suitable for Residency & Embassy

Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

Luxury Office in Vanak
1350 sq.m in each floor

near to finishing, pkg, lobby
security, near to highway
Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

  Whole Building in Kamranieh
10 unit Apt, 60 Bdrs., each Apt around 

210 sq.m, with 3 Bdrs.
lobby, 37 parking & more, spj, too 
many storage rooms, completely 

renovated, good access to highway
Ready for Renting to foreign 

Companies & Residency
Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

Whole Building in the best location 
in North of Tehran

2 block, each block 5 Apts, totally 10 
Apts, 35 rooms, lobby

too many parking, best location best 
view, perfect quality

roof garden, outdoor pool
Suitable for

Embassy, Residency& Companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Kamranieh
270 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., luxury furn
nice balcony, green space view

swimming pool, $3500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Offer in Shariati-Soheil
170 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., sauna

 pool, jaccuzi, nice furn, $2500 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
170 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., full furn

big balcony, $1500  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Apt in Mahmoodieh
4th floor, 120 sq.m, 2 master rooms 
almost new, luxury lobby, luxury 

& new furn
pkg, spj, good, access

$3000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
1th floor, 160 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.

fully furn, spj, parking, lobby
diplomatic, $2800

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., fully furn parking 

opposite to
Mellat-Park, $1400

Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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‘Hey there Field Left Blank. So listen, budski, 
my man, my main man ... I know we’ve been 
sending you spammy emails about cheap 
holiday deals five days a week. For the last 
five years. Yeah, maybe we took a few lib-
erties with that. Mistakes were made. IDK. 
But I’m here, today, to tell you we value you 
as a customer, Field Left Blank. So .... um, 
was wondering, would you be interested in 
maybe opting in? Please. Please?”

So goes every third email in your inbox 
this week, as a change in the law heads 
towards its final May 24 deadline, with 
even such well-established email beggars 
as the Guardian getting in on the act. But 
what exactly is GDPR?

The General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) is the EU’s biggest personal data 
shake-up since 1995. And the US tech giants 
are not exempt, which is why Facebook qui-
etly decided to move 70% of its global users’ 
data back from its Irish headquarters to the 
US, outside the reach of GDPR.

The regulation has been billed as a 
gamechanger in rebalancing consumer 
rights. The emails are the front door to 
that. Companies that have an “existing 
relationship” and valid consent with you 
might not need to reaffirm consent (there’s 
a measure of grey here), but all those half-
dormant relationships are about to get 
a massive spring clean. Click the opt-in 
button, or hear only silence, forever. With 
opt-in rates apparently running at about 

10%, many companies are resorting to 
prizes or draws to incentivize those con-
sumer clicks.

From 25 May, pre-ticked boxes can 
no longer be used to indicate consent to a 
company’s terms and conditions. Plus, a 
request for consent cannot be buried under 
pages and pages of terms. You can request 
a copy of any personal information held, 
and you can ask a company to delete all 
the data they have on you.

The law also promises users “data porta-
bility”, which is designed to force operators 
to allow you to take your old data to the new 
company you prefer, preventing lock-in. If it 
works (many are sceptical), it could hugely 
boost competition, loosening the vast data 

monopolies of the big players. After a phase 
of hacks against everyone from LinkedIn to 
Ashley Madison, regulators have demanded 
“pseudonymisation” or “tokenisation” of 
user accounts. Meaning that even if user data 
leaks, it shouldn’t be personally identifiable.

It might be good for the consumer, but 
businesses are already grumbling about 
the cost of enforcement, with companies of 
more than 250 employees required to hire 
a data protection officer. That may prove 
to be money well spent. The maximum 
fine for non-compliance with the new rules 
is €20m (it was £500,000 under the old 
system) or 4% of annual global turnover 
– whichever is bigger.

(Source: theguardian.com)

What are all these GDPR emails filling up your inbox?
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TEHRAN — Iran 
Chapter of the World 

Academy of Sciences (TWAS) will be 
established at the venue of Regional 
Information Center for Science and 
Technology (RICST) in the city of Shiraz, 
the Islamic World Science Citation Center 
reported on Sunday.

The decision was made during a 
meeting, which was held with TWAS 
representatives at the Center for 
International Scientific Studies and 
collaboration of the Ministry of Science, 
Research and Technology in Tehran on 
Saturday.

At the meeting, participants discussed 
different ideas about establishment of 
Iran Chapter, which aims to increase the 
number of Iranian members at TWAS.

The World Academy of Sciences 
for the advancement of science in 
developing countries (TWAS), is a 
UNESCO program, based in Trieste, 
Italy. TWAS is the world’s pre-eminent 

academy of sciences dedicated to the 
promotion of science in the South, with 
over 1,100 members representing the 
best of science in developing countries, 
including 15 Nobel laureates.

TWAS was founded in 1983 by Nobel 
Laureate Abdus Salam (physics 1979) 
on the belief that developing nations, 
by building strength in science and 
engineering, could build the knowledge 
and skill to address such challenges as 
hunger, disease and poverty. It oversees a 
broad range of capacity building programs 
and manages the largest global South-
South PhD and post-doctoral research 
fellowship program. 

TWAS has been operating under the 
administrative umbrella of UNESCO since 
1991. The Italian government makes 
an annual financial contribution to the 
Academy’s operation. Representatives 
of the Italian government and UNESCO 
are members of the TWAS Steering 
Committee.

Comprehensive DT document 
preparation discussed

TEHRAN —  Communications and Informa-
tion Technology  Minister Mohammad Javad 

Azari Jahromi and University of Tehran Chancellor Mahmoud 
Nili discussed the   preparation of a comprehensive Digital Trans-
formation (DT) document during a meeting on Sunday.

A number of university students also attended the meeting, 
the ministry’s public relations department reported on Sunday.

At the meeting, Nili represented a report on academic achieve-
ments of University of Tehran.

“Digital transformation is a great phenomenon in the world, 
hence Iranian academic and economic community should take an 
active approach toward this development,” Azari Jahromi said.

He highlighted the important role of University of Tehran in 
sustainable development of digital transformation saying that 
the ministry aims to benefit from this potentiality.

Digital Transformation (DT) is the transformation of business 
by revamping the business strategy or digital strategy, models, 
operations, products, marketing approach, objectives etc., by 
adopting digital technologies. This accelerate sales and growth 
of the business from end to end.

Chinese school uses facial 
recognition to monitor 
student attention in class

A Chinese school has installed facial recognition technology to 
monitor how attentive students are in class.

Every movement of pupils at Hangzhou Number 11 High School 
in eastern China is watched by three cameras positioned above 
the blackboard.

The “smart classroom behavior management system,” or 
“smart eye”, is the latest highly-intrusive surveillance equipment 

to be rolled out in China, where 
leaders have rushed to use the 
latest technology to monitor the 
wider population.

The system has been installed 
in one classroom, but will be 
deployed across the school by 
the summer, headmaster Ni 
Ziyuan said.

Some students are already 
changing their behavior due to 
the increased monitoring.

“Previously when I had 
classes that I didn’t like very 
much, I would be lazy and 
maybe take naps on the desk, 

or flick through other textbooks,” one student told Hangzhou.
com, a news website run by the central government.

“But I don’t dare be distracted after the cameras were 
installed in the classrooms. It’s like a pair of mystery eyes are 
constantly watching me.”

The system works by identifying different facial expressions 
from the students, and that information is then fed into a 
computer which assesses if they are enjoying lessons or if 
their minds are wandering.

The computer will pick up seven different emotions, including 
neutral, happy, sad, disappointed, angry, scared and surprised.

If it concludes that the student is distracted with other thoughts 
during the class, it will send a notification to the teacher to take action.

Many Chinese have grown accustomed to their privacy 
being infringed by the government and corporations, but 
people have been expressing horror about the new system 
on Chinese social media.

“If I was still at school, I would not be able to concentrate 
on anything but that watching eye!” said one comment on 
Sina Weibo, China’s version of Twitter.

However Mr Ni, the headmaster, said that “smart eye” will 
help improve educational standards.

“It’s the same as teachers having an assistant, and it can 
improve the quality of teaching,” he said, according to the 
Hangzhou.com report.

“Some have said it can infringe the privacy of students, 
but it only records students’ movements, rather than filming 
activities in class.

“And those who focus on lectures will be marked with an A, 
while students who let their minds wander will be marked with a B.”

China has seen a boom in surveillance in recent years, and 
students at Chinese schools and universities are often heavily 
monitored by CCTV.

The rapidly modernising country is also deploying new 
technologies to monitor people in ways that would unnerve 
many in the West.

Facial recognition cameras have been deployed at train stations 
and even pop concerts by police searching for fugitives.   

The technology has also been used to test interest levels at university 
lectures, to gain entry to university dormitories and workplaces, to 
withdraw cash from ATM machines and even to buy a KFC.

Human rights groups fear that authorities are using the 
huge amounts of information it collates on individuals, or 
‘big data’, along with surveillance to keep track of citizens 
and crack down on dissent.

But Chinese leaders say the high-tech sector is a catalyst for 
future growth and the cornerstone of plans to build a modern, 
consumer society within a generation.

(Source: telegraph.co.uk)
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 Flying cars
Companies such as Uber and Hyperloop One are pouring 

time and major resources into making innovative transpor-
tation concepts a reality.

Here are other neat transportation developments underway.
With flying cars, we may never have to sit in traffic again.
Big companies such as Uber, Boeing, and Airbus are 

actively developing the technology get airborne. So are Sil-
icon Valley startups, such as Joby Aviation, Zee Aero and 
Kittyhawk. (The latter two startups have been funded by 
Google co-founder Larry Page.)

Uber, which is working alongside NASA, recently detailed 
an ambitious goal to introduce commercial flying taxis within 
the next five years. Rides will be booked within the Uber app.

Although the cars seem like glorified helicopters, Uber 
believes it’ll be safer and cheaper than what’s already available.

“If you had an app to request a five-minute flight and 
skip all the tunnels to get out of New York City, that’s a huge 
opportunity,” said Sam Korus, an ARK Invest analyst who 
has studied flying cars.

 Hyperloop 
Live in sunny LA and commute daily to a job in San 

Francisco? That will become far more appealing if Elon 
Musk’s Hyperloop becomes a reality.

What now involves a 55-minute flight and all the hassles 
of airport security could become a 30-minute ride from what 
will essentially be a train station.

The Hyperloop operates on a vacuum-like system. Passen-
gers will ride in large pods that travel at more than 600 mph 
-- more than twice the speed of the fastest bullet trains today.

So far, the company has built a 500-meter test track 
above ground in Nevada.

But the challenges remain significant. To start, building 
a vacuum tube over hundreds of miles of land could cost 
billions of dollars. In addition, the Hyperloop must travel 
in a straight line so passengers don’t get sick.

Other challenges include obtaining access to available 

land and regulatory approval. Environmental reviews 
could take years.

 Futuristic subway systems 
There’s another Elon Musk vision that’s much closer 

to becoming a reality: Loop, a more localized, subway-like 
project from The Boring Company. (Musk is the founder).

Subway construction has slowed in the US due to high 
building and maintenance costs, but Loop’s futuristic concept 
is making progress in Los Angeles. The company has nearly 
finished building its first stretch of a tunnel in the city that 
will transport people in their own cars or pedestrian “pods” 
at speeds up to 150 mph.

The high-speed system will allow people to bypass traffic 
and get around the city faster.

The company also announced plans to build a regional 
Loop network connecting close cities such as Baltimore and 
Washington DC.

However, experts warn the tunnels could become con-
gested, too. In theory, more people could gravitate to cars 
and wait in traffic jams at tunnel entry points.

Musk recently said it will offer free rides on the Loop in 
the coming months.

 Taxi in the morning, pop-up store at night 
Your future rideshare car could be a chameleon.
Toyota’s e-Palette concept vehicle can transform from a 

ridesharing vehicle to a mobile store that sells merchandise 
or into a package-delivery truck. This means the ride that 
gave you a lift to work in the morning could also deliver 
your pizza for dinner.

The interior can transform, making it nearly impossible 
to detect it’s the same vehicle. Meanwhile, LCD screens on 
the car’s exterior could display different brands.

Toyota isn’t alone in rethinking the layout of vehicles. 
Musk previously described plans at Tesla to reimagine the 
bus by removing the center aisle and adding seats. Other 
companies, such as Via and Chariot, are offering personalized 
routes determined by user data.

 Self-driving cars 
Major advances in computing power and software have 

made self-driving cars not just a pipedream. Computer vi-
sion algorithms in cars can now identify objects, such as 
pedestrians, stop lights or lane markings, with impressive 
accuracy. Cameras and radars collect tons of data, which 
cutting-edge machines can parse to help plan a safe course 
to your destination.

Recently, Drive.ai -- a Silicon Valley-based startup build-
ing self-driving car software -- said it will offer free rides to 
passengers in Frisco, Texas, between offices and retail stores. 
Waymo, the self-driving arm of Google’s parent company, 
has a similar program and will launch a paid service in the 
Phoenix area by year’s end.

But plenty of hurdles remain. Most Americans are still 
afraid to ride in a self-driving vehicle. In March, self-driv-
ing Uber struck and killed a pedestrian in Tempe, Arizona, 
raising skepticism about the industry.

Although it’s hard to tell which of these transportation 
concepts will succeed, don’t count on your commute to stay 
the same.

(Source: cnn.com)

Radical technologies that will change how you get to work

Iran Chapter of the World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) will be established at 
Regional Information Center for Science and Technology (RICST) in Shiraz

Health Digital Media Festival slated for 
October

‘Iranian students at U.S. universities 
can continue studies in their country’

TEHRAN — Iranian 
students who study at 

U.S. universities can continue their studies 
at domestic universities.

Although Iranian university students 
in the U.S. do not face any consequences 
of U.S. President Donald Trump’s pulling 
out of the nuclear deal and imposing sanc-
tions, their families may have problems 
with providing foreign currency in U.S. 
dollars for their children abroad, the head 
of the Students Affairs Organization (SAO) 
at the Ministry of Science, Research and 

Technology announced.
Mojtaba Sediqi said that the regulation for 

admission is now available on the Ministry of 
Science, Research and Technology website.

The Iranian universities are now ready 
to accept students at bachelor’s degree. 

“We are mulling over admission of 
students in higher education level in the 
near future,” he explained.

The students will be admitted to the 
Iranian universities with fairly same rank-
ing as the universities they are currently 
studying at, he concluded. 

TEHRAN — 
Iran’s Ministry 

of Health plans to hold the first 
Health Digital Media Festival on 
October 8, 2018.

Computer games, cellphones, 
websites, weblogs, education, health 
electronic services, social networks 
and digital arts, which aim to boost 
social, mental and physical health 
will compete at the festival.

Applicants can submit their works 
to the secretariat of the festival until 

August 6, Mehr reported.
Health incubators, health startups 

and companies who are pioneers in 
digital content creation in the field 
of health will be introduced on the 
sideline of the festival.

The festival aims to benefit from 
digital media capacity to enhance 
knowledge of society, to recognize 
digital media providers and to sup-
port people, centers and institution 
which are active in the field of health 
digital media.
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A view from University of Tehran entrance on Enqelab Ave.

Communications and Information Technology Minister Mo-
hammad Javad Azari Jahromi (fourth from right) attends a 
meeting at University of Tehran which discussed the preparation 
of a comprehensive DT document on Sunday



New research from the University of Bristol 
has highlighted how little we know about 
giraffe behavior and ecology.

It is commonly accepted that group sizes 
of animals increase when there is a risk of 
predation, since larger group sizes reduce 
the risk of individuals being killed, and there 
are ‘many eyes’ to spot any potential pre-
dation risk.

Now, in the first study of its kind, Bristol 
PhD student Zoe Muller from the School of 
Biological Sciences has found that this is not 
true for giraffes, and that the size of giraffe 
groups is not influenced by the presence of 
predators.

Zoe Muller said: “This is surprising, and 
highlights how little we know about even 
the most basic aspects of giraffe behavior.”

This study investigates how the grouping 
behavior of giraffes differed in response to 
numerous factors, such as predation risk, 
habitat type and the characteristics of in-
dividuals.

 The main effect
Habitat type had some effect on group size, 

but the main effect on group size was in the 
behavior of adult females, who were found 
to be in smaller groups when they had calves.

This is contrary to another popular be-
lief that female giraffes form large groups 
to communally care for their young - this 
study, published this week in the Journal of 
Zoology presents the first evidence to show 
that actually, the opposite is true.

Giraffe populations have declined by 40 
percent in the last 30 years, and there are now 
thought to be fewer than 98,000 individuals 

remaining in the wild.
In recognition of their drastic decline in 

the wild, they have recently been listed as 
“Vulnerable” on the International Union 
for Conservation in Nature’s Red List of 

Threatened Species.
However, conservation review is ongoing 

due to current debate over their taxonomic 
status, since some subspecies may be even 
more at risk of extinction than is currently 

recognized.
Zoe Muller added: “This research adds 

another important piece to the puzzle of 
understanding how giraffes live in the wild.

“Giraffes are a threatened species, suffer-
ing ongoing decline across Africa, and this 
research highlights how they are actually an 
incredibly misunderstood species. We can 
only manage and conserve giraffe populations 
effectively if we properly understand their 
behavior and ecology, which we are only just 
beginning to do.

 Despite giraffes’ prominence
“Despite their prominence, giraffes 

have been significantly understudied in 
comparison to other charismatic African 
mammals. The “common misconception is 
that giraffes are ‘everywhere’ in Africa, yet 
recent research efforts have highlighted the 
fragmented and rapidly declining nature of 
their populations.

“Their recent listing as ‘Vulnerable’ on 
the IUCN red list is a valuable step towards 
recognizing their potential to become ex-
tinct, and more research is sorely needed 
to understand the threats and challenges 
they face in the wild.”

The next steps for this research will be to 
replicate the findings in other areas of Africa. 
This is one case study from East Africa, and 
more research is needed to see if the same 
effects are observed in other giraffe popu-
lations. Results can be used to understand 
how the management of habitats, environ-
mental and social variables can support the 
conservation of giraffe populations.

(Source: eurekalert.org)
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Researchers have actually identified 2 odd 
lasers coming out of the big ant nebula.

The strange blasts appear to recommend 
that the cluster is concealing a double star 
system at its heart.

The unusual blast is generally related 
to the death of a star, and was seen by 
the European Space Company’s Herschel 
space observatory.

When middleweight stars like our own 
Sun get approach their death, they become 
thick, white dwarf stars. As they do, they 
shed their external layers of gas and dust 
into space, producing a kaleidoscope result 
that shows up throughout deep space.

And now researchers have actually 
discovered that procedure is much more 
remarkable than it initially appears. At the 
same time, stars toss out effective lasers, 
inning accordance with the brand-new 
observations.

When it comes to the space ant, it is 
still unclear where that laser is originating 
from. However it seems a twin galaxy that 
is passing away, right in the middle of the 
amazing nebula, which is likewise called 
Menzel 3– after the man who found it, who 
by coincidence was among the very first 
to recommend that lasers might emerge 
in such a way.

 Ionized gas
”When we observe Menzel 3, we see an 

exceptionally detailed structure comprised 
of ionized gas, however we can’t see the 
item in its center producing this pattern,” 
states Isabel Aleman, lead author of a pa-
per explaining the brand-new outcomes.

”Thanks to the level of sensitivity and 
large wavelength series of the Herschel 
observatory, we found a really uncommon 
kind of emission called hydrogen recom-
bination line laser emission, which offered 
a method to expose the nebula’s structure 
and physical conditions.”

Usually, the location around stars is 
fairly empty and dead since the product 
is shaken off into space and the staying 
gas is drawn back into the star. However 
when it comes to the star in the ant nebula, 
a 2nd star seems recording the mass as 
it is ejected.

”We utilized Herschel to characterize 
different elements of gas and dust in nebula 
around old stars, however we were not 
always searching for a laser phenomenon,” 
includes Toshiya Ueta, principal 
investigator of the Herschel Planetary 
Nebula Study job. “Such emission has 
actually just been recognized in a handful 
of things prior to; this was an impressive 
discovery that we did not expect. There is 
definitely more to outstanding nebulae 
than satisfies the eye!”

(Source: recorders.news)

Researchers discovered odd lasers 
coming to Earth from space ant nebula

Vitamin D therapy may help in the treat-
ment of diabetes, according to the findings 
of a new study that was published in the 
Cell journal.

Vitamin D, which is sometimes referred 
to as the sunshine vitamin, provides vari-
ous health benefits such as protecting you 
from colds and flu. However, the latest 
research shows that vitamin D may also 
help in the fight against diabetes.

Researchers from the Salk Institute 
wrote in the published study that one of 
the primary causes in the progression of 
type 2 diabetes is the dysfunction of beta 
cells in the pancreas. When these beta cells 
stop working, the body becomes unable to 
create insulin to control a person’s blood 
sugar, allowing glucose levels to increase 
to dangerous levels.

However, the scientists discovered that 
vitamin D therapy is capable of treating 
the damaged beta cells. Using beta cells 
that were created from embryonic stem 
cells, the researchers identified a compound 
named iBRD9 that worked with vitamin 
D to help the recovery of the beta cells.

In tests on a mouse model of diabetes, 
the vitamin D therapy brought glucose back 
to normal levels in the animal subjects. 
The combination of the compound with 
vitamin D triggered the anti-inflammatory 
function of the beta cells’ genes, helping 

them survive.
The researchers said that no side effects 

were observed on the mice that received 
the compound. However, further testing is 
required before clinical trials on humans 
can begin.

 Vitamin D
Vitamin D has previously been linked 

with diabetes when epidemiologists found 
that the lack of vitamin D gave healthy 
people a higher risk for diabetes. Vitamin 
D, which received its name as the sunshine 
vitamin because it is created in our skin 
when exposed to direct sunlight, also helps 
keep our bones healthy and aids in calcium 
and phosphorus absorption.

The findings on vitamin D therapy have 
clear implications on the development of 
new treatment for diabetes. However, ac-
cording to coauthor Ruth Yu, the research 
may also help in the treatment of other 
diseases where boosting the effect of vi-
tamin D is needed. One such example on 
where vitamin D therapy can also help is 
against pancreatic cancer

Similar to diabetes, lower levels of vi-
tamin D has also previously been linked 
to a higher risk of cancer. Researchers 
have discovered that vitamin D reduces 
the risk of diseases such as liver cancer 
and breast cancer.

(Source: Tech times)

Vitamin D therapy may help diabetes 
treatment, study shows

Giraffes surprise 
biologists yet again

A switch to 5G may be 
bad for the environment: 
new study
Technology is quite literally destroying nature, with a new report 
further confirming that electromagnetic radiation from power 
lines and cell towers can disorientate birds and insects and de-
stroy plant health. The paper warns that as nations switch to 5G 
this threat could increase.

In the new analysis, EKLIPSE, an EU-funded review body 
dedicated to policy that may impact biodiversity and the ecosys-
tem, looked over 97 studies on how electromagnetic radiation 
may affect the environment. It concluded this radiation could 
indeed pose a potential risk to bird and insect orientation and 
plant health, The Telegraph reported.   

This is not a new finding, as studies dating back for years have 
come to the same conclusion. In fact, one study from 2010 even 
suggested that this electromagnetic radiation may be playing 
a role in the decline of certain animal and insect populations. 
The radio waves can disrupt the magnetic “compass” that many 
migrating birds and insects use. The creatures may become dis-
orientated, AFP reported.

The electromagnetic radiation also interrupted the orientation 
of insects, spiders and mammals, and may even disrupt plant 
metabolism, The Telegraph reported.

As a result of this most recent finding, the UK charity Buglife 
urged that plans to install 5G transmitters may have “serious 
impacts” on the environment, The Telegraph reported. For this 
reason, it suggests these transmitters not be placed on LED street 
lamps, which would attract insects and increase their exposure.

5G is a fifth generation wireless technology that transmits 
data at high speeds. It is used by phone towers to make phone 
calls, text messages and to browse the internet.

 (Source: Newsweek)

Researchers create modular 
medical diagnostic block
You can finally put those Lego skills from your childhood to work 
designing medical tests, thanks to a new project from MIT’s Little 
Devices Lab. Researchers there have developed a set of modular 
blocks that you can assemble to run various assays with liquid 
samples. They can measure blood glucose levels or detect viral 
infection, and that’s just the start. Simply snap them into a frame, 
add your sample, and wait for the results.

The MIT team designed “Ampli blocks” to address the need for 
inexpensive modular testing systems. While it might be possible 
for a lab to test for a particular viral infection, not all facilities 
have the necessary equipment to do it. Developing portable di-
agnostic devices can make testing more accessible, but there’s 
little interest in mass-producing specialized hardware that may 
only be used to test small numbers of people. Ampli blocks have 
the potential to support a large number of customizable tests 
without added manufacturing expense.

So far, the team has designed about 40 different color-coded 
modular blocks. Each one consists of a reusable base of metal 
or plastic about half an inch across along with a glass cover. A 
sheet of paper or fiberglass is sandwiched under the glass, and 
this is where all the chemistry happens. Some of the blocks have 
spots where doctors can add their samples, which then diffuse 
through the paper tabs.

The idea is that you’ll link multiple blocks together, allowing 
your sample to pass through numerous paper testing environments. 
The blocks may have multiple channels with different reagents 
that mix with the sample, sending the fluid off to more blocks. 
Many of the blocks include antibodies attached to nanoparticles 
that detect specific molecules. 

(Source: extremetech.com)

There was evidence for 
Europa’s geysers hiding in 
plain sight in old spacecraft 
Jupiter’s moon Europa continues to fascinate and amaze! In 
1979, the Voyager missions provided the first indications that an 
interior ocean might exist beneath it’s icy surface. Between 1995 
and 2003, the Galileo spaceprobe provided the most detailed 
information to date on Jupiter’s moons to date. This information 
bolstered theories about how life could exist in a warm water 
ocean located at the core-mantle boundary.

Even though the Galileo mission ended when the probe 
crashed into Jupiter’s atmosphere, the spaceprobe is still 
providing vital information on Europa. After analyzing old 
data from the mission, NASA scientists have found independent 
evidence that Europa’s interior ocean is venting plumes of 
water vapor from its surface. This is good news for future 
mission to Europa, which will attempt to search these plumes 
for signs of life.

The study which describes their findings, titled “Evidence 
of a plume on Europa from Galileo magnetic and plasma wave 
signatures“, recently appeared in the journal Nature Astronomy. 
The study was led by Xianzhe Jia, a space physicist from the 
Department of Climate and Space Sciences and Engineering 
at the University of Michigan, and included members from 
UCLA and the University of Iowa.

The data was collected in 1997 by Galileo during a flyby of 
Europa that brought it to within 200 km (124 mi) of the moon’s 
surface. At the time, its Magnetometer (MAG) sensor detected a 
brief, localized bend in Jupiter’s magnetic field, which remained 
unexplained until now. After running the data through new 
and advanced computer models, the team was able to create 
a simulation that showed that this was caused by interaction 
between the magnetic field and one of the Europa’s plumes.

(Source: universetoday.com)

Giraffe populations have declined by 40 
percent in the last 30 years, and there 

are now thought to be fewer than 98,000 
individuals remaining in the wild.

Neka Water and Wastewater Dept. Manager named exemplary manager 

Banker expounds on BMI’s new foreign exchange policies 

Neka Water and Wastewater Department 
Manager Eng. Elyas Sahragard was 
introduced as exemplary and model 
manager in Islamic City Councils Seminar, 
the Public Relations Dept. of Mazandaran 
Rural Water and Wastewater Company 
reported. 

Sahragard was awarded with a Plaque 
of Honor for the salient achievements 
taken by him in the provincial Water and 
Wastewater Company. 

Ja’far Ahmadi Governor of Neka city, 
Mohammad Mohammadian Akordi 
District Governor of Hezar Jarib and 

Es’haghali Rezaei Chairman of NEka City 
Council appreciated Eng. Alyas Sahragard 
exemplary manager of Neka Water and 
Wastewater Department. 

Some part of this Plaque of Honor is 
read as follows: “We will make our utmost 
effort to fulfill delegated duties and 

responsibilities in the best form possible 
for the progress of administrative system 
in line with promoting the glorious name 
of the Islamic Iran.

“Therefore, I deem it necessary to 
express my special thanks to you and wish 
you ever more success during your tenure.”

Member of the Board of Directors and Deputy CEO of 
Bank Melli Iran (BMI) for International and Foreign 
Exchange Affairs Gholam-Reza Panahi elaborated on 
the new foreign exchange policies of the bank in line 
with accompanying with the new policies adopted by 
the government and Central Bank of Iran (CBI) in the 
Foreign Exchange Market. 

This bank has always had the strategic role in 
implementation of government’s strategic policies, he 
said, adding, “policy of unification of exchange rate was 
executed by the government and Central Bank of Iran 
in line with reducing turbulence in Foreign Exchange 

Market.”
Hence, the policy of selling traveler currency became 

operational in Bank Melli Iran (BMI) at the first day of 
notification of this instruction, he added. 

Accordingly, more than 73,000 people have so far 
received their travel currency from branches of the bank, 
Panahi maintained. 

In conclusion, Panahi added, “over €600 million 
currency has been purchased through Central Bank of 
Iran (CBI) since the implementation of new policies, 
the amount of which has been provided to importers of 
goods and services.



Without water, 
everything 
withers

A school boy in Tehran is wearing a face mask to protect himself  against air pollution 
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Three students at the Cambridge Univer-
sity have gone on hunger strike as part of 
an increasingly bitter campaign to stop the 
university investing in fossil fuel companies.

The move by the three undergraduates 
is part of an ongoing divestment campaign 
at the university that has been supported 
by hundreds of academics and scientists 
– including Sir David King, until recently 
the UK’s permanent special representative 
for climate change, Thomas Blundell, the 
former president of the UK Science Council 
and the author Robert Macfarlane.

The university, which campaigners esti-
mate has £377m invested in fossil fuel firms 
both directly and indirectly, is expected to 
take a decision on its future investment 

strategy at the university’s council meet-
ing on Monday.

A spokesperson said: “The council will 
consider all aspects of divestment, including 
ethical issues, in its response to the work-
ing group on divestment’s final report ... 
The objective, as the report sets out, is to 
promote and execute urgent and tangible 
action to deliver a carbon neutral future. 
The university is already taking steps that 
must be further expanded in the areas of 
its investments, research, education, estate 
and policy decisions.”

But student Sam Warren-Miell, one of 
the hunger strikers, said the university must 
fully divest from all fossil fuels.

“We have exhausted all democratic 

channels to full divestment and so we are 
left with no other option but direct action.

“University council have an opportunity 
on Monday to show real leadership. We hope 
that by taking this action, we will encourage 
them to make the right decision on Monday 
and be on the right side of history.”

The divestment campaign has been backed 
by the former archbishop of Canterbury Row-
an Williams and the Cambridge MP Daniel 
Zeichner. This week students chalk-sprayed 
the university administration building as 
the protests escalated.

The university says its investments were 
reviewed in 2016, when it found it had “no 
directly held exposure to the most pollu-
tive industries, such as thermal coal and 

tar sands, and no expectation of having any 
such exposure in the future.”

But Ben Margolis, another of the hun-
ger strikers said: “Unless decisive action 
is taken quickly, we’re heading for a global 
temperature increase of over 2C which will 
be a catastrophe for the whole of humanity 
in our lifetimes, and we must also acknowl-
edge that climate change is already having 
a devastating impact on millions of people 
in the global south today.

“Every day that the university continues 
to invest in fossil fuels, directly or indirectly, 
it is complicit in their suffering, and this is 
why we will not stop the university commits 
to full divestment.”

(Source: The Guardian)

Students go on hunger strike to pressure Cambridge University to divest

TEHRAN — Some three million Iranians 
have organ donor cards and some 10 per-

cent have signed online consent forms for organ donation, 
Farahnaz Sadeq-Beigi, head of organ procurement program 
in Masih Daneshvari Hospital, a national research institute 
for tuberculosis and lung diseases, has said. 

She made the remarks on the occasion of the National 
Organ Donation Day, May 21, Fars reported on Sunday.  
The day commemorates the issuance of a decree by the late 
founder of the Islamic Republic, Imam Khomeini, on May 
21, 1989, authorizing organ donation.  

Traffic accidents are the main reasons of brain deaths 
in Iran, she said, lamenting that out of 4,000 brain deaths 
reported by forensics only 1,000 donate their organs.

The hospital’s manager Ali Akbar Velayati, for his part, 
noted that some 10,000 people are waiting in transplant 
lists and every day some 10 people waiting for an organ 
lost their lives. Moreover, he added, some 14 individuals 
will be added to the list. 

The head of the hospital’s transplant surgery department, 
Azizollah Abbasi, explained that all transplant surgeries 

performed in Masih Daneshvari Hospital are free of charge 
and covered by the Ministry of Health.

  Organ donation, how and why?
Organ donation is the process of surgically removing an 

organ or tissue from one person or the organ donor and placing 
it into another person, also called the recipient. Transplan-

tation is necessary because the recipient’s organ has failed 
or has been damaged by disease or injury.

Organ transplantation is one of the great advances in 
modern medicine, but unfortunately, the need for organ 
donors is much greater than the number of people who 
actually donate.

Individuals who wish to become organ donors can join 
a donor registry to legally give consent for the anatomical 
gift of organs, tissue, and eyes.

 Masih Daneshvari Hospital
In 1986 Masih Daneshvari Hospital became a sub division 

of Shahid Beheshti University of Medical sciences and the 
hospital served as a center for tuberculosis and lung diseases. 
In 1992, the research institute was established and merged 
with the hospital entitled “National Research Institute of 
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, Masih Daneshvari Hospital”. 

Lung transplantation, heart transplantation, simulta-
neous heart-lung and heart-kidney transplantation for the 
first time in Iran, transplantation of an artificial biologic 
trachea, and construction of bio artificial liver are some of 
the achievements of the center. 

3 million Iranians have organ donor cards

By Maryam Qarehgozlou 

Iran Association of Social 
Workers holds two seats 
in IFSW

TEHRAN — Iran Association of So-
cial Workers holds two seat in the In-

ternational Federation of Social Workers (IFSW) and 
has a great potential to become a role model for other 
countries, the association’s head Seyed Hasan Mousavi 
Chalak has said. 

Mousavi Chalak who is also Asia Pacific Regional Rep-
resentative for the IFSW Global Committees and Ethics 
Committee went on to say that social services know no 
boundaries and Iran is capable of and willing to share 
its first-hand experience and achievements in this field. 

 “60 years of social work in Iran” conference, held in 
Iran with 8 countries attending the event, was a chance 
to set the scene for fostering international cooperation, 
ISNA quoted Mousavi Chalak as saying on Sunday. 

Iran Association of Social Workers held the conference 
of “60 years of social work in Iran” on December 18-19, 
2017, in collaboration with universities and relevant 
organizations.

The main goal of the conference was to analyze social 
work in Iran in the past 60 years and to make a new vision 
of that based on components of the new global definition 
of social work. Social work activities in different areas 
including healthcare, social health, social welfare and 
social security, social problems, informal settlements, 
industries, women, family, children and adolescents, 
elderly, disabilities, drug abuse, cyberspace, media, NGOs, 
social policy, social capital, social development, social 
solidarity, bill of right, urban management, judiciary 
and police, crime prevention, crisis management and 
their future orientation based on new global approaches 
were discussed during the conference. 

Mousavi Chalak also noted that “social work in critical 
conditions” workshop, a side event of the conference 
co-organized with Russia’s association of social work-
ers, was attended by officials from Denmark, Japan, 
and Lithuania. 

The conference was a great chance to strengthen ties 
with the world, share experiences and constitute remark-
able achievement is social works, he added. 

Social work in Iran was academically founded in 1958.
IFSW is a global organization striving for social jus-

tice, human rights and social development through the 
promotion of social work, best practice models and the 
facilitation of international cooperation.

IFSW supports its 126 country members by providing 
a global voice for the profession. IFSW has been granted 
Special Consultative Status by the Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations and the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). In addition, IFSW 
is working with the World Health Organization (WHO), 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

Coins and Money 
A: Help me organize these coins.
B: That’s a lot of money! What did you do? Break the piggy bank?
A: Yeah, I’m gonna go to the bank and change it for bills, but 
first I have to separate them into little piles.
B: Ok, I’ll find all the quarters and dimes while you sort the 
nickels and pennies.
A: Great, then we can add everything up and take it to the bank.
B: I found some coins that are not from here.
A: Oh yeah, those are from my trip to London. I have a couple of 
different pence, but in all it won’t add up to one pound.
B: Are you sure the bank will change these coins for you?
A: Hopefully!

 Key vocabulary
coin: a small round piece of money usually made from metal
piggy bank: a small container used to store coins
bill: form of money that is made from paper
quarter: a coin worth one fourth of a dollar
dime: a coin worth one tenth of a dollar
nickel: a coin worth one twentieth of a dollar
penny: a coin that is worth one cent 
add up: to produce a particular total

 Supplementary vocabulary
mint: to make or fabricate coins
treasury: a place in which private or public funds are kept
safe: a large metallic vault used to store money safely
bling: slang term used for money, gold and jewelry
money press: machine that prints and produces bills

(Source: irlanguage.ir)
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While the current school year is still underway 
and students are preparing themselves for 
final exams Education Ministry is dealing 
with a not very new issue: altering school 
calendar for the next school year. 

Normally in Iran school year begins on the 
first day of autumn falling on September 23 
and it ends by late spring with regard to each 
school, their curriculum and the students’ grade. 

The Iranian parliament, also known as 
Majlis, passed a law in 1997 recognizing the 
very first day of the autumn as the beginning 
of school year nationwide and for all school 
grades. Since then the law hasn’t changed.  
However, a look through the records of past 
years school year calendars indicate that there 
had been times when the school year started 
in the middle of the sixth Iranian calendar 
month of Shahrivar falling on September 6. 

For one, as per the guidelines introduced 
during the 75th session of the Education Supreme 
Council (affiliated to the Education Ministry), 
held in 1971, schools in different districts were 
authorized to begin the school year from Sep-
tember 6 to October 7 depending on the dis-
tinguishing climatic conditions of each region. 

While beginning the school year on the 
September 23 day didn’t seem to be much of 
a problem for years, for the past two years the 
Education Ministry is planning on making 
changes to the school calendar. 

This might be mainly due to the unplanned 
holidays in late autumn and winter. Most 
significantly during winter, the administra-
tion will be forced to shut down schools and 
in some cases the working places due to the 
heightened air pollution in metropolises as 
well as southwestern cities affected by sand 
and dust storms.

Therefore, in order to work around such 
unwanted and unplanned holidays the min-
istry has come up with different plans for the 
school year start date.

Education Minister Mohammad Bat’haei 
announced on May 16 that the school year 
will begin one week earlier (September 16) 
and end one week later than normal, so that 
students will have a two-week break during 
autumn or winter. He didn’t reveal any more 
details on the exact date of the break. 

In January, chief of the Department of 
Environment Isa Kalantari, proposed one-
month break in late autumn and early winter 

for Tehran and northern cities to “ward off 
students from air pollution”. He proposed 
the implementation of the break from De-
cember 6 to January 5 and instead starting 
the school year in early September.

At the same time, tourism chief Ali-Asghar 
Mounesan, explained that winter break would 
serve the tourism industry well particularly 
in southern provinces and islands of Iran, 
situated fairly near equator, which can be 
best spots for trips during winter. 

There is need for altering school calendar 
year, but one main question still remains: 
what kind of school calendar suits us best? 

A fixed one when students nationwide at-
tend schools on the same day or a flexible 
school calendar when each district is allowed 
to choose the beginning of the school year 
regarding the climatic conditions.

The former seems to be a lot easier, choos-
ing a fix date and mandating all schools na-
tionwide to conform. However, the latter, 
sounds more logical given that Iran is a big 
country with a wide range of climates. But it 
sure is much more difficult to make arrange-
ments for such a dramatic change. 

There are four months left and the ministry 
has to make a choice. 
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The challenge of setting 
a school start date 

“-ization, -isation”
 Meaning: a word ending that indicates process or result
 For example: The characterization is believable, 

but it’s still not a very good book.

Gnaw (away) at 
somebody/something 

 Meaning: to make someone feel worried or fright-
ened, over a period of time

 For example: Something was gnawing at the back 
of his mind.

A breeze 
 Meaning: say that something was a breeze means 

that it was very easy or that everything went smoothly
 For example: The interview was a breeze - barely 10 

minutes and I got the job!

PREFIX/SUFFIX PHRASAL VERB IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Miankaleh peninsula faces serious 
risk of disappearing
Hossein Ali Ebrahimi, head of Mazandaran province department of 
department, has said that almost 20 percent of the peninsula’s wetlands 
have dried up.
Drought spell and climate change are two of the key factors contributing 
to the Miankaleh peninsula dryness, YJC quoted Ebrahimi as saying on 
Wednesday. 
Unfortunately, the province of Mazandaran has also been negatively affected 
by climate change and less precipitation has increased the peninsula 
water deficits, Ebrahimi said, stating that additionally mismanagement, 
unsustainable agricultural practices, and severe depletion of the wells and 
groundwater resources have exacerbated Miankaleh peninsula’s condition.  

تاالب میانکاله در معرض خشکی کامل 
ــه  حســین علــی ابراهیمــی مدیــر کل محیــط زیســت اســتان مازنــدران گفــت: 20 درصــد از تــاالب میانکال

کامــا خشــک شــده اســت.
ــده و  ــم ش ــرات اقلی ــه داد: تغیی ــی ادام ــوان ابراهیم ــگاران ج ــگاه خبرن ــنبه باش ــزارش روز چهارش ــه گ ب
خشکســالی نیــز بــر ایــن تــاالب تاثیــر گــذار گفــت: متاســفانه اســتان مازنــدران نیــز ماننــد ســایر اســتان های 
کشــور درگیــر تغییــرات اقلیــم شــده و خشکســالی نیــز بــر ایــن اســتان تاثیــر گــذار بــوده اســت بــه همیــن 

دلیــل قســمتی تــاالب میانکالــه کامــا خشــک شــده اســت.
 وی در ادامــه افــزود: عــاوه بــر تغییــرات اقلیمــی و کمبــود نــزوالت آســمانی، نبــود مدیریــت صحیــح منابــع 
آبــی برداشــت غیرمجــاز از چاه هــا و و منــاع آب زیرزمینــی و کشــاورزی ناپایــدار در منطقــه، وضعیــت ایــن 

تــاالب بحرانــی اســت.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION
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 1    Alan Futerfas, Trump Jr.’s at-
torney, said on Saturday that nothing 
came of the meeting.

“Prior to the 2016 election, Donald 
Trump Jr. recalls a meeting with Erik 
Prince, George Nader and another indi-
vidual who may be Joel Zamel,” Futer-
fas said in an emailed statement. “They 
pitched Mr. Trump Jr. on a social media 
platform or marketing strategy. He was 
not interested and that was the end of it.”

A company connected to Zamel also 
worked on a proposal for a “covert multi-
million-dollar online manipulation cam-
paign” to help Trump, utilizing thousands 
of fake social media accounts, the New 
York Times report said.

The envoy, Lebanese-American busi-
nessman George Nader, told Trump, Jr. 
that the crown princes of the House of 
Saud regime and the UAE were eager to 
help his father win the 2016 presidential 
election, the paper said.

Since 1974, the United States has 
barred foreign nationals from giving 
money to political campaigns and it 
later barred them from donating to po-
litical parties. The campaign financing 
laws also prohibit foreign nationals from 
coordinating with a campaign and from 
buying an ad that explicitly calls for the 
election or defeat of a candidate.

The Saudi regime and UAE embassies 
in Washington did not immediately re-
spond to requests for comment.

The Wall Street Journal last month 
reported that investigators working for 
the U.S. Special Counsel Robert Mueller 
had met with Zamel, and that Mueller’s 
team was looking into his firm’s work 
and his relationship with Nader.

Mueller is investigating whether 

Russia meddled in the presidential 
election and if Moscow colluded with 
the Trump campaign, as well as whether 
Trump committed obstruction of justice 
by trying to thwart the U.S. Department 
of Justice probe.

Trump has denied any collusion with 
Russia and has called the Mueller inves-
tigation a “witch hunt.”

The New York Times report said the 

meetings are an indication that other 
countries besides Russia may have offered 
help to Trump’s presidential campaign. 
Mueller’s investigators have questioned 
witnesses in Washington, New York, At-
lanta, Tel Aviv and elsewhere regarding 
possible foreign help to the campaign, 
the report said.

Peter Carr, a spokesman for Mueller’s 
team, declined to comment on the report.

Zamel’s attorney, Marc Mukasey, said 
in a statement to Reuters that his client 
“offered nothing to the Trump campaign, 
received nothing from the Trump cam-
paign, delivered nothing to the Trump 
campaign and was not solicited by, or 
asked to do anything for, the Trump 
campaign.”

“Media reports about Mr. Zamel’s en-
gaging in ‘social media manipulation’ 
are uninformed,” Mukasey added. “Mr. 
Zamel’s companies harvest publicly avail-
able information for lawful use.”

Kathryn Ruemmler, Nader’s lawyer, 
told the paper that her client “has fully 
cooperated with the U.S. special counsel’s 
investigation and will continue to do so.”

Erik Prince, who is also the brother 
of the U.S. Education Secretary Betsy 
DeVos, could not be immediately reached 
for comment.

(Source: Reuters)

Rights groups rap Saudi 
women activists’ arrests
International rights groups have slammed the arrests of at least 
seven prominent Saudi Arabian women’s rights activists, which 
were made just one month before the regime is set to lift its 
decades-long driving ban on women.

Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch named six of 
the detainees, both men and women, and called on Saudi regime 
authorities to release them.

“It appears the only ‘crime’ these activists committed was 
wanting women to drive before [Saudi regime Crown Prince] 
Mohammed bin Salman did,” said Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle 
East director at Human Rights Watch.

“Saudi Arabia cannot continue to publicly proclaim support 
for women’s rights and other reforms, while targeting women 
human rights defenders and activists for peacefully exercising 
their rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly,” 
said Samah Hadid, Amnesty’s Middle East Director of Campaigns.

Amnesty denounced Saudi regime authorities and govern-
ment-aligned media’s public smear campaign to discredit the 
activists, whose faces have appeared online and on a newspaper 
front page labeling them as traitors.

Authorities said in an overnight statement that they were still 
identifying others allegedly involved in activities that “encroach 
on religious and national constants.” Fellow activists said others 
had been arrested, but the total number was not clear yet.

The statement claimed that seven people had been arrested for 
suspicious contacts with foreign entities and providing enemies 
overseas with financial support, but did not elaborate on the issue.

In addition to agitating for women’s right to drive, two detain-
ees signed a petition in 2016 calling for an end to Saudi Arabia’s 
male guardianship system, which requires women to obtain a 
male relative’s consent for major decisions.

The House of Saud regime is the last country in the world to 
permit women to obtain driving licenses. Women will be allowed 
to drive starting on June 24.

In September last year, Riyadh removed the driving ban on 
women as part of reforms to undo the damage the Saudi regime 
has suffered for decades of human rights violations both inside 
and outside of Saudi Arabia. The move came shortly after women 
were also permitted access into a sports stadium, for the first 
time, to watch a concert.

In 2016, Saudi Arabia was ranked 141 out of 144 on the Global 
Gender Gap Index. In recent years, the House of Saud regime has 
come under intense pressure by rights groups for mistreating women.

Saudi women had been banned from voting until 2015, when 
they were allowed to vote in local elections.

(Source: agencies)

On Trump, Gaza and white 
supremacy in South Africa

 8   Then, despite the public outcry against this and sub-
sequent tweets, in June 2017, she went on to say: “There is a big 
difference between genocide and colonialism. The holocaust was 
a deliberate attempt to murder 11-million people. There is a dif-
ference between colonialism and a deliberate genocidal project.”

Historical revisionism is one of many tools that the likes of Zille 
and Kriel have to continue the fight to maintain white privilege. 
What is worrying is that their narratives find acceptance not only 
within South Africa but also abroad. Kriel and his associate were 
clearly well received in the U.S.

 Whitewashing the reality 
But beyond whitewashing the reality we live in, these state-

ments - “Apartheid in South Africa is not holocaust”, “Apartheid 
is not a crime against humanity”, “Colonialism is not genocide” 
- have another sinister goal. 

What this narrative aims to do is to dissociate South African 
apartheid from other crimes committed in the name of white 
supremacy and privilege and to whitewash them.

They aim to cover up the truth that apartheid in South Africa 
was just one of many expressions of a worldwide race-based 
system of domination and privilege that to this day feeds wealth 
and prosperity to the selected few whites at the top.

It is for this same reason that Zionists (despite themselves 
suffering from the crimes of white supremacy) rush head over 
heels to claim that what is happening in Palestine is not like South 
Africa’s apartheid and that the comparison is “malicious” and 
“slanderous”. It is for this reason that they fear and vehemently 
denounce the outreach between the U.S. movement Black Lives 
Matter and Palestinian activists.

It is for that reason that they insist on presenting the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict as a “religious issue”, which needs “inter-faith 
dialogue”. It is for this reason that they claim that it is religious 
“extremists” who are responsible for violence, that it is “Hamas” 
that is responsible for Israeli killings in Gaza.

Indeed, last week, Naftali Bennett, Israel’s education minister, 
went as far as saying that unarmed protesters gathering at the 
fence near the border should be treated as “terrorists”.

The rhetoric caught on. White House deputy spokesperson 
Raj Shah ascribed responsibility for the killings to Hamas and 
declared squarely that “Israel has the right to defend itself” from 
unarmed protesters. Spokespersons for various other Western 
governments mumbled the same accusations and called for “re-
straint” on “both sides” as though this is a conflict between two 
equals and not between an occupier and the occupied.

That Israel is finding such staunch support in the Trump ad-
ministration and that Afriforum thought they’d find understanding 
in Washington is unsurprising.

Trump came to power riding on the wave of white fears that 
their privilege might be lost, and since then has fostered them. 
He has also not been shy about his own racism, making dispar-
aging remarks about people of color and a whole continent, and 
has sought to ban Muslims from entering the U.S. The far-right 
and its revisionist agenda have found plenty of support from 
his administration.

Curiously, there have also been people of color who have 
joined that project and have attempted to whitewash the history 
of slavery. Housing Secretary Ben Carson referred to slaves as 
“immigrants” last year. This year, rapper and Trump supporter 
Kanye West declared that slavery was a “choice”.

Indeed, one can see the same strategies of playing down crimes, of 
manipulating language, of systematically undermining established 
historical truths from South Africa to Palestine to the United States. 

In the face of this powerful and deliberate campaign to re-
calibrate collective and individual moralities, modify historical 
memory, and justify heinous crimes, we have to resist.

We have to insist that our experiences of white supremacy 
oppression are real and they don’t end with the end of slavery 
or the collapse of the apartheid regime. We have to make it clear 
that we know Gaza in 2018 is Soweto in 1976 is Selma in 1965.

(Source: aljazeera.com)

Trump Jr. met Persian Gulf princes’ 
emissary in 2016 who offered campaign help

Venezuelans have begun heading to the polls 
in an election boycotted by the opposition 
but expected to hand deeply unpopular 
President Nicolas Maduro a new mandate.

Maduro, the political heir to the late leftist 
firebrand Hugo Chavez, has presided over 
an implosion of once wealthy oil producer 
Venezuela’s economy since taking office 
in 2013.

Hyperinflation, food and medicine short-
ages, rising crime and broken water, power 
and transportation networks have sparked 
growing discontent and violent unrest among 
Venezuelans.

However, the 55-year-old former bus 
driver is favorite to win ahead of his main 
rival Henri Falcon, a former army officer 
and state governor who has failed to gain 
the endorsement of the main opposition 

leaders, and an evangelical candidate, Javier 
Bertucci.

Maduro, with a tight grip on the electoral 
and military authorities, faces a bitterly di-
vided opposition that has called for a boycott.

Aware of the popular mood, Maduro on 
Saturday promised an “economic revolution” 
if re-elected.

“We are defending... the right to a just 
and prosperous future,” he said on Twitter.

Falcon promised to dollarize the economy, 
return companies expropriated by Chavez 
and allow humanitarian aid, something re-
jected by Maduro.

“Our struggle has been aimed at a peace-
ful and electoral path,” he said on Twitter.

About 20.5 million people are eligible 
to vote in a one-round election to choose a 
president for a six-year term that will begin 

in January 2019.
Presidential elections are traditionally 

held in December, but they were moved 
up this year by the country’s all-powerful 
Constituent Assembly, catching the divided 
and weakened opposition off-guard.

The Democratic Unity Roundtable (MUD) 
opposition coalition, increasingly pinning 
its hopes for change on outside pressure 
forcing the socialists to remove Maduro, 
has won support from the US, EU and 14 
countries of the Lima Group who have called 
for the vote to be postponed.

The powers accuse Maduro of under-
mining democracy, usurping the power of 
the opposition-dominated legislature by 
replacing it with his Constituent Assem-
bly, and cracking down on the opposition.

Protests in 2017, still fresh in the collective 

memory, left around 125 dead.
The MUD’s most popular leaders have 

been sidelined or detained, the boycott their 
only remaining weapon.

Washington has dismissed the vote as a 
“sham” to keep Maduro in power, and has 
slapped sanctions on Caracas in a push to 
isolate his government.

Despite holding the world’s largest oil 
reserves, the country faces ruin, with the 
IMF citing a drop of 45.0 percent in GDP 
since Maduro took over in 2013.

The crippled oil industry lacks investment 
and its assets are increasingly prey to debt 
settlements as the country defaults.

And worse, the United States threatens an 
oil embargo on top of the sanctions that have 
hit Venezuela’s efforts to renegotiate its debt.

(Source: agencies)

China’s air force has landed bombers on islands and reefs 
in the South China Sea as part of a training exercise in the 
disputed region, it said in a statement.

“A division of the People’s Liberation Army Air Force 
(PLAAF) recently organized multiple bombers such as the 
H-6K to conduct take-off and landing training on islands 
and reefs in the South China Sea in order to improve our 
ability to ‘reach all territory, conduct strikes at any time 

and strike in all directions’,” it said in the statement issued.
It said the pilot of the H-6K bomber conducted assault 

training on a designated sea target and then carried out 
take-offs and landings at an airport in the area, describing 
the exercise as preparation for “the West Pacific and the 
battle for the South China Sea”.

The notice, published on the PLAAF’s Weibo microblogging 
account, did not provide the precise location of the exercise The 

United States has dispatched warships to disputed areas of the 
South China Sea in a bid to challenge China’s extensive sover-
eignty claims in the territory, which is subject to various claims by 
China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan, Brunei and Malaysia.

“The United States remains committed to a free and open 
Indo-Pacific,” Pentagon spokesman Lieutenant Colonel 
Christopher Logan told Reuters.

(Source: Reuters)

Nearly 300 Israeli settlers have stormed the al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound in the Israeli-occupied Old City of East al-Quds 
(Jerusalem) amid frequent acts of violence committed by 
Israeli forces and settlers against the Palestinian people.

Firas al-Debs, head of the media bureau of the Islamic 
Endowments Department in al-Quds (Jerusalem), said 
a total of 284 settlers forced their way into the holy site 
through the Bab al-Magharibah under the tight protection 
of several groups of Israeli soldiers and special police forces, 
Arabic-language Safa news agency reported.

Debs added that the settlers sought to perform acts 
deemed provocative by Palestinians in the mosque courtyard, 
but Muslim worshipers and mosque guards resisted them.

The Palestinian official went on to say that more Israeli 
settlers and extremists are expected to storm al-Aqsa Mosque 
tomorrow as they are currently commemorating the Jewish 
holiday of Shavuot, known as the Feast of Weeks in English.

The occupied Palestinian territories have witnessed new 
tensions ever since the United States President Donald Trump 
announced his decision on December 6 last year to recognize 
al-Quds (Jerusalem) as Israel’s capital and relocate the U.S. 
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to the occupied city.

The dramatic shift in Washington’s policy vis-à-vis the 
city triggered demonstrations in the occupied Palestinian 
territories, Iran, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia, Algeria, 
Iraq, Morocco and other Muslim countries.

On December 21, the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) overwhelmingly voted in favor of a resolution that 
calls on the U.S. to withdraw its controversial recognition 
of al-Quds (Jerusalem) as Israeli “capital.”

In an attempt to avert the resolution, Trump had warned 
that “we’re watching,” threatening reprisals against coun-
tries that backed the measure, which had earlier faced a 
U.S. veto at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC).

Israel, however, rejected the world body’s resolution 
while thanking Trump for his decision to move the U.S. 
embassy from Tel Aviv to al-Quds (Jerusalem).

On January 18, the United States reneged on a pledge to 
contribute $45 million to the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), 
which supports more than 5 million registered Palestinian 
refugees and their descendants.

The announcement to cut aid to Palestinian refugees 
came after the U.S. president made a threat to cut off aid 
to the UN’s Palestinian refugee agency.

In a series of tweets on January 2, Trump said that the 
U.S. paid “the Palestinians hundreds of millions of dollars 
a year” and yet gets “no appreciation or respect.”

“But with the Palestinians no longer willing to talk peace, 
why should we make any of these massive future payments 

to them?” he asked.
 Israeli police break activist’s leg while in 

custody: report
Elsewhere, activists say Israeli police have brutally beat-

en an Arab-Israeli NGO (non-governmental organization) 
worker after arresting him at a Haifa demonstration, which 
landed him in hospital with a broken leg. 

Jafar Farah, the CEO (chief executive officer) of the 
Mossawa Center, was one of the 21 people arrested on 
Friday during a demonstration against the May 14 Israeli 
carnage in the Gaza Strip.

Footage of Farah’s arrest shows him being escorted 
away from the protest on his own feet and in handcuffs.

However, the police said the activist is now hospitalized, 
without providing further details on his condition.

Farah’s relatives and Adalah, an organization dedicated 
to Palestinian legal rights in Israel, accused the police of 
breaking the campaigner’s leg while in custody.

Adalah said in a statement that the Israeli police had 
dealt with the Haifa demonstration “like a war,” beaten 
those who attempted to escape and denied the detainees 
access to lawyers for over an hour after their arrest.

“All the detainees were handcuffed for the entire night 
and kept sitting on the police station floor. Many of them 
experienced serious bruising to their wrists. Adalah considers 
these arrests to be illegal, as the police violence in Haifa 
was unprecedented and unprovoked,” the statement read.

Additionally, the Mossawa Center said on Facebook 
that Farah had been assaulted while in police custody and 
is now in Bnai Tzion Hospital with a broken leg.

Israeli lawmaker Ilan Gilon said he had passed an urgent 
question to Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan regarding 
Farah’s arrest. 

“I demand to know if police brutality led to the broken 
leg by Jafar Farah,” he said on Facebook. “The idea that a 
protester leaves his home to use his democratic right and 

is taken to an interrogation because of that, and as it ends 
it turns out his limbs are broken, is a thought that makes 
my blood run cold.” In a Twitter post, Merav Michaeli, 
another Israeli lawmaker, called Farah “a partner in the 
struggle for equality and peace,” condemning his “fright-
ening” treatment at the hands of policemen.

Member of the Knesset (MK) Ayman Odeh, who met 
the Haifa detainees, said police forces brutally oppressed 
the protest without any explanation. He said Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s regime “wants to silence 
any voice of resistance and dissent coming from here, to 
silence any voice that embarrasses it and its actions.”

MK Aida Touma-Suleiman also spoke against the Is-
raeli police clampdown on Haifa demonstrators, saying, 
“the attempts to scare and silence people will fail again!”

“The violence exerted on protesters was unchecked. 
Interrogators continued to beat up the detainees after they 
were arrested without any explanation or justification. As 
a result, some of them were injured. Jafar Farah’s leg was 
broken,” she added.

Israeli forces killed at least 65 Palestinians during protests 
near the Gaza fence on the eve of the 70th anniversary of 
the Nakba Day (the Day of Catastrophe), which coincided 
this year with the U.S. embassy relocation from Tel Aviv 
to occupied al-Quds (Jerusalem).

More than 2,700 Palestinians were also wounded as the 
Israeli forces used snipers, airstrikes, tank fire and tear gas 
to target the demonstrators.

The UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) convened on 
Friday, demanding an “independent, international com-
mission of inquiry” into the Gaza killings and denouncing 
“the disproportionate and indiscriminate use of force” by 
Israeli forces against Palestinians.

  Israeli officials angry with UN rights council
The move infuriated Israeli officials, with the minister 

of military affairs claiming that the council had become a 
“cheerleader for terrorists.”

In a post on his Twitter account on Saturday, Avigdor 
Lieberman rejected the probe into the Gaza killings. He 
had earlier urged Tel Aviv and the U.S. to immediately 
withdraw from the UNHRC.

Netanyahu also railed against the UNHRC, saying the 
Geneva-based body had backed terrorism by launching 
the Gaza investigation.

“There is nothing new under the sun. An organiza-
tion that calls itself a council for human rights has once 
again proven that it is hypocritical and biased” and that 
its “purpose is to harm Israel and support terror,” the 
Israeli premier said.

(Source: Press TV)

Vote under way in Venezuela election amid opposition boycott

China air force lands bombers on South China Sea island

Nearly 300 Israeli settlers attack al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied al-Quds
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The France striker is torn between remaining at Atlético 
and moving to Camp Nou and the Argentina captain is the 
latest to try and tip the balance.

Atlético Madrid have been pulling out all the stops to 
try and convince star striker Antoine Griezmann that his 
future lies at the Metropolitano in the face of a concerted 
drive by Barcelona to secure the France international’s 
services this summer. The Camp Nou have made little 
attempt to conceal their desire to land the prolific Atlético 
man, with director of institutional and sporting relations 
Guillermo Amor, Luis Suárez and even club president 
Josep Maria Bartomeu making fairly public overtures 
in his direction.

Atlético have offered Griezmann improved terms on a 
new five-year deal – and a bigger salary than is currently on 
offer at Barcelona – and which would include no increase 
in his 100-million-euro minimum release clause, but as yet 
the striker has yet to declare what his intentions beyond the 
end of the current season are.

However, it seems that Leo Messi has pitched in to try 
and persuade Griezmann to join him at Camp Nou, accord-
ing to sources close to the Frenchman. Messi is thought to 
have called Griezmann personally to offer reassurances that 
he will be welcomed with open arms in the dressing room 
despite a proliferation of attacking talent already trying 
their boots on a weekly basis at the club. Barça have even 
mooted the possibility of throwing a one-year loan deal for 
Ousmane Dembélé to join Atlético into any potential deal 
for Griezmann.

   Atlético hold cards with €200m release clause 
Griezmann remains torn between staying at Atlético, 

where his status as the side’s pre-eminent player is set in 
stone, or moving to Barça, where he would naturally play 
second fiddle to the Argentina captain, L’Equipe reported 

last week. Atlético’s willingness to meet any demands he 
may make, within reason, and the pull of Diego Simeone 
are factors weighing on Griezmann’s decision, with both 
clubs keen to learn his intentions before the World Cup. 
Griezmann’s release clause is temporarily set at 200 million 
euros up to July 1, which is a much a deterrent as a safeguard 
on Atlético’s part. After that date, halfway through the tour-
nament in Russia, it will return to 100 million euros, which 
is why Barça would prefer to bide their time.

Barça are not the only suitors for Griezmann, with Real 

Madrid and Cristiano Ronaldo also keen on adding the 
Frenchman to their ranks. The Portuguese is understood 
to have told Florentino Pérez that he would like Griezmann 
and Atlético keeper Jan Oblak at the Bernabéu next season, 
although the likelihood of Atlético parting with both is slim, 
particularly to their city rivals.

Barça are hoping that they can open negotiations before 
July 1 and hammer out a deal for Griezmann in the region of 
150 million euros, but Atlético currently hold all the cards.

(Source: AS)

Mo Salah has had an unprecedented first 
season at Liverpool that absolutely no one 
saw coming.

The Egyptian has set new Premier 
League records for goals in a 38-game 
season and most teams scored against, 
become the first Liverpool player to hit 40 
in a season since Ian Rush 30 years ago, 
and helped fire his team to the Champions 
League final.

It’s no wonder that he’s cleared up at 
awards ceremonies this year; Salah is the 
PFA, FWA, and Premier League player of 
the season, the African footballer of the 
year, and, of course, Liverpool’s player of 
the season.

For a £35m signing who was considered 
questionable after a failed spell at Chelsea, 
it’s all pretty sensational.

Salah has gone from being regarded 
as a very good player to the Ballon d’Or 
discussion - one that will only intensify 
if he leads Liverpool to European glory 
next week.

The comparisons with football’s domi-
nant duo, Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ron-
aldo, are inevitable at this point.

Salah pushed Messi closest for the Euro-
pean Golden Boot, while he has outscored 

Ronaldo so far this season as the two prepare 
to meet in the Champions League final.

Jurgen Klopp, however, believes people 
might need to slow down with the com-
parisons a little bit.

“Mo played a fantastic season but Cris-
tiano has played 15 seasons like this,” he told 
Liverpoolfc.com. “He has scored something 
like 47,000 goals - crazy numbers.

“Why should we compare? At the time of 
Pele nobody compared Pele to other players 
and asked, ‘Is he as good as him?’”

Klopp is quite right, obviously, as 
Salah has a hell of a way to go before he 
can genuinely be considered on a par 
with Ronaldo.

The LFC boss then went on to pay tribute 
to Ronaldo and Messi.

“Now we have Messi and Ronaldo,” he 
said. “They have dominated football for 
a few years and there are so many other 
good players.

“The Ballon d’Or is always between them. 
It’s well deserved. When they stop playing 
football we will miss them, 100 per cent.”

He’s right, of course. And then comes 
the chance for players like Salah to show 
what they’re really made of.

(Source: Sky Sports)

Gianluigi Buffon ended his 17-year Juventus 
career as they crowned a seventh straight 
Italian title with a 2-1 win over relegated 
Verona. The 40-year-old keeper was sub-
stituted just after the hour, and was in tears 
as he embraced his team-mates while the 
crowd gave him a standing ovation.

He did a lap of honour while the match 
continued in Turin, accepting gifts and con-
gratulations from fans.

Daniele Rugani and Miralem Pjanic scored 
for Juve in a comfortable win.

Alessio Cerci pulled a goal back after Buf-
fon had been replaced by Carlo Pinsoglio, 
but Verona rarely threatened to ruin the 
send-off at the Allianz Stadium.

Swiss defender Stephan Lichtsteiner - also 
playing his final game for Juventus - could 
have increased the advantage, but his late 
penalty was excellently saved by Nicolas 
Andrade. Buffon, who is considering offers 
for new roles both on and off the pitch, was 
cheered every time he touched of the ball by 
the home supporters - and for long periods 
when he was nowhere near it.

Before kick-off, the Italian was greeted 
onto the pitch with a banner bearing his face. 
He then mingled with fans, accepting con-
gratulations and gifts from the Curva Sud.

His team-mates wore the hashtag #un1co 
on their sleeves, pointing to the social media 
tributes that have flowed since he confirmed 
the end of his Juventus career on Thursday.

Buffon’s one moment of concern came 
when Douglas Costa’s loose pass let Ryder 
Matos in on goal.

The goalkeeper rushed out and appeared 
to collide with the Brazilian as the ball was 
touched beyond him - but referee Ricardo 
Pinzani decided against awarding a penal-
ty or reviewing the incident via the video 
assistant referee.

Buffon joined Juventus for a world record 
52m euros fee (then £32.6m) for a goalkeeper 
from Parma in 2001.

His latest success takes his tally of Serie 
A titles to nine. He also has one from Italy’s 
second tier after he remained with the Turin 
side in the wake of their enforced relegation 
over the match-fixing scandal of 2006.

The previous best was eight won by Gio-
vanni Ferrari with Juventus, Inter Milan and 
Bologna between 1930 and 1941.

Buffon is rumoured to have been offered 
a playing deal with French champions Paris 
St-Germain, as well as an off-field role with 
Juventus.

(Source: BBC)

Cristiano Ronaldo has had 15 seasons 
like Mohamed Salah, says Jurgen Klopp

Buffon ends 17-year Juventus career 
with win

Leicester sign Portugal 
defender Pereira
Leicester City have signed Portugal full back Ricardo Pereira 
from Porto on a five-year contract, the Premier League club said 
on Saturday.

The 24-year-old, named in Portugal’s World Cup squad, has 
signed for a fee quoted by British media at about 22 million 
pounds ($30 million).

The move will be finalised when international clearance is 
granted on June 9.

The right back will be reunited with Leicester manager Claude 
Puel, for whom he played at French club Nice.

“The atmosphere, the fans and the football of the Premier 
League makes it the best in the world,” Pereira told the club’s 
television channel.

Leicester, surprise champions two years ago, finished ninth 
in the standings after an inconsistent campaign.

(Source: Mirror)

Manchester United manager Jose Mourinho says Chelsea did 
not deserve to win the FA Cup, accusing them of “defending with 
nine players” during the final.

The Blues lifted the trophy for the eighth time as Eden Hazard’s 
first-half penalty earned a 1-0 win at Wembley.

But Mourinho said: “I think we were the best team, but that 
is football.

“I am quite curious to know what you say or what people 
write because if my team plays like Chelsea did, I can imagine 
what people would say.”

United did not have a shot on target in the first half on Saturday 
but were much improved after the break, as Thibaut Courtois 
superbly denied Phil Jones’ header before Paul Pogba nodded 
wide when unmarked.

“I congratulate them but I don’t think they deserved to win,” 
said Mourinho, who has had two spells in charge of Chelsea.

“I am Manchester United manager and I have to be respectful, 
not just because they are my previous club but because they are 
the opponents today and I think we deserved to win.”

The 55-year-old Portuguese felt his side missed the physical 
presence of Romelu Lukaku in attack, with the Belgium striker 
having started on the bench after recovering from an ankle injury.

“It was a bit hard for us to play without Lukaku against a 
team that defends with nine players,” added Mourinho. “You 
need that presence.

“Chelsea are not stupid. They know our team without Luka-
ku or Marouane Fellaini does not have a presence - so putting 
eight or nine players in front of the box they knew they would 
be dominant in that direct football.

“Every defeat hurts but I go home with the feeling we gave 
everything. No regrets.”

Chelsea match-winner Hazard echoed Mourinho’s assessment 
that Chelsea adopted a defensive approach.

“We tried to defend well,” said the Belgium forward.
 (Source: Mirror)

Novak Djokovic feels satisfied with his performance at the Rome 
Open against Rafael Nadal in the semifinals. First of all the Ser-
bian praised the crowd’s support: ‘I did feel like playing at home, 
really’, Djokovic admitted.

‘And I can only thank them for that support and love they gave 
me. Rafa was just better in important moments. He just managed 
to play right shots. And he deserved to win. He was the better 
player. I don’t think that there was too much of a difference, 
which is great for me, great news for me.

Because Rafa is, of course, the best player ever to play tennis 
on clay courts. But I thought the level of my tennis was very high. 
I was unfortunate, maybe, in the tiebreak. Couple of points could 
have gone different way. Winning tiebreak for him was a great 
wind to the back.

He managed to break me early in the second set, and then he 
held his serve all the way through. I can only take positives from 
this week.’ ‘I was really hoping I could go toe to toe with Nadal, 
because I was really playing well last couple days.

And I just wanted to start off the match well, which I did. I 
lost the break, but I managed to come back. And, yeah, very long 
first set, very competitive. Some points were fantastic. The crowd 
was into it. And I miss this feeling, you know.

(Source: Tennis World)

Jose Mourinho: Chelsea 
didn’t deserve FA Cup win 

Novak Djokovic: ‘No much 
of a difference with Rafael 
Nadal’

Eden Hazard’s first-half penalty proved decisive as Chelsea 
salvaged their season by beating Manchester United 1-0 in 
the FA Cup final in what is widely expected to be manager 
Antonio Conte’s swansong on Saturday.

The Belgian’s searing pace earned the spot-kick in the 
21st minute after forcing Phil Jones into a desperate lung-
ing tackle and he coolly tucked it away for what proved to 
be the winner.

Jose Mourinho’s United were dismal in a scrappy first 
half and although they improved significantly after the break 
they were denied a record-equalling 13th FA Cup triumph.

Chelsea, whose Premier League title defence fizzled 
out into a fifth-placed finish, survived several scares but 
defended superbly as Conte celebrated his first domestic 
cup honour as a manager having seen his side beaten by 
Arsenal a year ago.

It was only Mourinho’s third defeat in 15 Cup finals as a 
manager and his first in an English showpiece final.

In a poignant end to the afternoon, Chelsea captain Gary 
Cahill was presented with the cup by Jackie Wilkins — wife 
of former Chelsea and United great Ray Wilkins who died 
last month. “This was to save our season, we haven’t had a 
magnificent season by any stretch. We are used to winning, 
I’m not saying that in an arrogant way,” said Cahill, whose 
assured display would have impressed England manager 
Gareth Southgate.

“We had a lot of defending to do, they pushed us until the 
very end. We are buzzing. This a dream come true because 
it is my first trophy win as captain of the club.”

The sunshine that illuminated the day’s other big occasion 
down the road at Windsor helped provide a carnival-like 
atmosphere as red and blue clad fans streamed into Wembley.

Pre-match pyrotechnics aside, however, the opening 
stages of the showpiece hardly offered up party football 
with a predictably cagey approach.

Hazard, also rumored to be on his way out of Stamford 
Bridge, stood out from the crowd, though, and the Belgian 
served notice of his threat in the eighth minute when he 

jinked past Jones and fired in a shot that David de Gea 
saved with his feet.

    England portent
In a portent of what might await England when they 

face Belgium in the World Cup next month, Hazard’s pace 
proved calamitous for United in the 21st minute.

Again Jones was cruelly exposed as Hazard latched on 
to Cesc Fabregas’s first-time pass and accelerated into the 
area where the lumbering defender felled him with a des-
perate lunge.

Michael Oliver pointed to the spot and booked Jones, 
although Chelsea manager Conte screamed for a red card, 
and side-footed his spot-kick to De Gea’s left.

Jones should have made amends just before the break 
but headed wastefully wide.

Kicking towards their own fans on the resumption, 
United raised the tempo and Chelsea’s defence came un-
der pressure with Marcus Rashford forcing a first save by 
Thibaut Courtois.

Suddenly Chelsea were pinned back and Alexis Sanchez slid 
the ball into their net after Courtois had clawed out a Jones 
header, but the Chilean was adjudged to have been offside.

Chelsea were reduced to the odd breakaway and from one 
N’Golo Kante burst into the area before teeing up Marcos 
Alonso who delayed his shot and was denied by De Gea.

(Source: Reuters)

Hazard the difference as Chelsea edge 
Manchester United in Cup final

Messi calls Griezmann to invite him to 
Barça next season
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President Rouhani welcomes 
Iran national football team 

TEHRAN — President Hassan Rouhani wel-
comed Iran national football team, also known 

as Team Melli, on Sunday.
In addition to Iranian players, coaching staff, Minister of 

Sports and Youth Affairs Masoud Soltanifar and head of Iran 
Football Federation Mehdi Taj were also present. 

“I would like to express my happiness to participate at Team 
Melli’s farewell ceremony. I want to thank you because you made 
Iranian people happy by booking a place in the 2018 World Cup,” 
Rouhani said.

“You will have to do your best in the competition and I believe 
that you can shine at the World Cup, however Team Melli have 
been drawn in a difficult group,” the President added.

Rouhani was handed Iran national team No 12 jersey in the 
meeting.

Asiatic Cheetah returns to 
Team Melli kit
PLDC — Iranian national football team players wore the shirts bearing 
the image of the Asiatic Cheetah in the match against Uzbekistan.

Team Melli new kit for the 2018 World Cup was unveiled in 
the friendly match against Uzbekistan in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium, 
where Carlos Queiroz’s men defeated their rivals 1-0. 

Endangered Asiatic Cheetah was imprinted on Team Melli’s 
jersey during the 2014 FIFA World Cup and the 2015 AFC Asian Cup. 

The ministry has demanded the Iranian Football Team attend 
the 2018 World Cup with shirts bearing the Iranian cheetah 
design in a move to promote global awareness about the en-
dangered species.

Reza Shajie, Managing Director of Environment and Sus-
tainable Develpment at Ministry of Youth and Sport, thanked 
the Iranian football federation for designing Asiatic Cheetah 
on Team Melli kit.

“The Asiatic Cheetah imprinted on Team Melli kit is not large 
enough like the previous one but we are satisfied that it has not 
been deleted. We hope that the cultural activities of Iran football 
federation continue,” he added. 

Iran have been drawn in Group B of the 2018 World Cup 
along with Morocco, Spain and Portugal.

The Iran national football team will open the campaign with 
a match against Morocco at Saint Petersburg on June 15.

Team Melli, meanwhile, face Spain in Kazan on 20 June before 
meeting Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal in Saransk five days later.

One win, one loss for Iran 
volleyball team against Serbia 

TASNIM — Iran national volleyball team defeated Serbia in its 
first match on Friday but suffered a defeat on Saturday. 

Igor Kolakovic’s men, who are preparing for the 2018 FIVB 
Volleyball Nations League and the 2018 FIVB Volleyball Men’s 
World Championship in Italy and Bulgaria, defeated Serbia 3-1 
in their first friendly on Friday.

Iran lost to Serbia 3-0 (25-23, 25-20, 25-21) in its second 
match on Saturday.

Iran volleyball team sit in 8th place of FIVB’s senior rankings, 
ahead of much more experienced teams such as France and Serbia.

Al Khor reach Agreement 
with Farshad Ahmadzadeh

PLDC —  Qatari top-flight football team Al Khor have report-
edly reached an agreement with Persepolis midfielder Farshad 
Ahmadzadeh.

Ahmadzadeh has caught the eye of Al Khor and will join the 
team, estadaldoha.com reported.

He will replace his compatriot Soroush Rafiei, who is going to 
part company with Al Khor. Ahmadzadeh started his professional 
career in Parseh in 2011 and joined Persepolis one year later.

The 25-year-old player helped Persepolis win back-to-back 
titles in Iran Professional League. 

Al Khor Tunisian coach Nacif Beyaoui has shown interest in 
signing Ahmadzadeh. 

Sardar Azmoun among World 
Cup little-known players 

Iran international striker Sardar Azmoun is among the little-known 
players who can shine at the 2018 World Cup in Russia.

A number of teams have a star player in the ranks that have 
the hopes of a nation resting on their shoulders at the World Cup.

 There’ll be plenty of focus on some big name performers in 
Russia next month, but that’ll only allow those out of the spotlight 
to shine.Sardar Azmoun, the man dubbed ‘The Iranian Messi’, 
endured a difficult start to life upon his return Rubin Kazan last 
summer, yet ended the campaign strongly. 

Indeed, his five goals and three assists came in his final eight 
league appearances of the Russian Premier League season as he 
helped his team stave off relegation. 

He also boasts an immense record on the international stage 
having scored 23 goals in 31 appearances - that’s Ali Daei levels 
of consistency. His fine record for Iran is a cause for optimism in 
arguably the toughest group at the World Cup and if left to his own 
devices, could be a thorn in the side of opponents next month.

(Source: Thesportsman.com)

The International Paralympic Committee (IPC) has urged the 
Tokyo 2020 Organizing Committee to finalize its Paralympic 
budget to ensure that it can stage a spectacular Paralympic 
Games in just over two years’ time. 

The call comes following the conclusion of the fifth IPC 
Tokyo 2020 Project Review held from 17-18 May.

During two days of meetings the IPC was updated by 
various functional areas within the Organizing Committee 
on preparations for the next Paralympic Games. Overall, the 
IPC remains impressed at Tokyo 2020’s progress.

Xavier Gonzalez, the IPC’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO), 
said: “Our excitement and expectation levels for what can 
be delivered here in 2020, especially in terms of social in-
clusion, have increased further during our short time here.

“Tokyo 2020 is now entering a critical phase. After years 
of planning on paper, the final two years is all about turning 
plans into actions. As a result, the workload increases as 
do the pressure levels which will steadily start to rise each 
day until the Opening Ceremony.”

Although making good progress, the IPC did highlight 
two key issues for Tokyo 2020 and its stakeholders to try and 
address – Paralympic budget and accessible hotel rooms. 

Gonzalez said: “The biggest issue we currently face with 
Tokyo 2020 is the Paralympic budget. We fully appreciate 
and endorse the need for the Organizing Committee to re-
duce its overall budget by making efficiencies and reducing 
costs where need be.

“However, during this exercise there remains a lot of 

uncertainty regarding the Paralympic budget. We need 
greater clarity from the Organizing Committee on Tokyo 
2020’s operational costs relating to the Paralympic Games 
in order to greater understand where cost savings can 
and should be made.

“Having experienced the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games 
where the Organizing Committee faced a number of sig-
nificant financial issues, we are now in a much stronger 
position to work with Tokyo 2020 to identify areas for cost 
savings that do not impact on the overall athlete and Games 
experience. The starting point for this however has to be 

the production of a detailed Paralympic budget.”
At the last IPC Tokyo 2020 Project Review, held in October 

2017, the IPC shared its concerns about the lack of accessible 
hotel rooms in the Japanese capital. The IPC was updated 
on progress made so far by Tokyo 2020 and its partners.

“Both the national government and Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government (TMG) have shown a great desire to improve 
the situation relating to accessible hotel rooms introducing 
new legislation and launching a subsidy program to assist 
accessibility,” Gonzalez said. “The IPC is thankful for these 
measures and hope they can have a real impact not just here 
in Tokyo, but across Japan.

“In the short-term, we are working with Tokyo 2020 
and the hotel providers to address the immediate accom-
modation needs for the Paralympic Games.”

Tokyo 2020 CEO Muto said: “This summer finally the 
mascots will be launched and it’ll be two years to go to the 
Paralympic Games. We’d like to take maximum advantage 
of these opportunities to work on creating a ground swell of 
interest in the athletes, sports, and the Games themselves.

“We will continue to cooperate with the IPC, TMG, 
National Government, JPC, sponsors, and other stake-
holders to make a nationwide effort to proceed with the 
preparation for the Games.”

The sixth IPC Tokyo 2020 Project Review is scheduled 
for October 2018. The Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games will 
take place between 25 August and 6 September. 

(Source: Paralympic.org)

IPC urge Tokyo 2020 to finalise Paralympic budget

S P O R T S
d e s kS P O R T S

d e s k

Hiring Mikel Arteta won’t solve the soft 
executive nature at Arsenal and the club 
needs a strong leader like Diego Simeone, 
says Henry Winter.

Arsenal are in talks with Arteta about 
becoming their new manager, according to 
Sky sources, and he is the leading candidate 
to succeed Arsene Wenger.

However, Winter thinks the Arsenal 
board need to install a more forthright 
and experienced coach to toughen up the 
timid culture at the club that has lingered 
for too many years - someone like Atletico 
Madrid manager Diego Simeone.

“Arsenal need a complete clear out - they 
need a strong, experienced, individual to address 
the failings,” he said on The Sunday Supplement.

“Someone needs to go in and sort out 
that dressing room, to get rid of Shkodran 
Mustafi and to coach Hector Bellerin.

“How many world class players are there 
in that squad? Mesut Ozil, Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang?

“They need a Diego Simeone type. Some-
one who is tough and can get into that soft 
dressing room, that soft boardroom - there 
is a soft executive feel at that club. There 
is a malaise that runs right through the 

club, which won’t be solved by Wenger 
going - he was only partly the cause of it. 
They need stronger individuals in there.”

Arteta played for Arsenal between 2011 
and 2016, becoming club captain in 2014. 
Many feel that this association with the club 
will help Arteta establish himself, but Winter 
disagrees and thinks the club should appoint 
Patrick Viera if they’re going down the former 
player route.                    (Source: Sky Sports)

Mikel Arteta not the right man for 
Arsenal job

Mario Balotelli is back in the Italy squad 
after receiving a summer call-up from 
Roberto Mancini, his former boss at 
Manchester City.

The 27-year-old Nice striker, who has 
scored 13 goals across his 33 appearances 
for the Azzurri, last featured for Italy at 
the 2014 World Cup, subsequently be-
ing overlooked by Antonio Conte and 
Giampiero Ventura.

New national team head coach Mancini 
knows Balotelli well from their time to-
gether at City -- a three-year collaboration 
during which the forward produced some 
of the best football of his club career.

An 18-goal haul for Nice in Ligue 1 
this season has convinced Mancini to 
include Balotelli in a 30-man selection 
who will face Saudi Arabia, France and 
Netherlands in upcoming friendlies. 
Italy failed to qualify for this summer’s 
World Cup.

Veteran goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon’s 
176-cap career with the Azzurri is definitely 
over, a decision he revealed this week, 
so AC Milan’s Gianluigi Donnarumma is 
named and will likely be Mancini’s No. 1.

There are first calls for Atalanta de-

fender Mattia Caldara, Chelsea left-back 
Emerson Palmieri, Torino midfielder 
Daniele Baselli, Crotone midfielder Ro-
lando Mandragora and Sassuolo striker 
Domenico Berardi.

Italy face Saudi Arabia in St Gallen on 
May 28 before meeting France in Nice 
on June 1 and welcoming Netherlands 
to Turin three days later.

(Source: ESPN)

Balotelli recalled to Italy for first time 
since 2014 World Cup

TEHRAN — Yupa, the mascot of the 
Iranian national football teams, was 

unveiled ahead of the friendly match between Iran and 
Uzbekistan.

Team Melli defeated Uzbekistan 1-0 in the warm-up 
match held in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium Saturday night.

The word ‘Yupa’ is derived from the Persian word 
‘Yuzpalang’ means cheetah and ‘Tizpa’ means fast.  

Yupa has put a Pahlavani wristband on its right hand 
which is an Iranian symbol and has worn a captain’s 
armband on its left arm.  

The mascot has been designed by the Iranian de-
signers in the year of “Supporting Iranian Products”.

‘Yupa’ is the mascot of all Iranian football teams rep-
resenting the country in the international competitions.

Mascot ‘Yupa’ posed for the cameras during the fare-
well ceremony of Iran national football team to the 2018 
World Cup in Russia on Saturday at the Azadi Stadium.

Team Melli have been drawn in Group B of the 2018 
World Cup along with Spain, Morocco and Portugal.

The Iran national football team will open the cam-
paign with a match against Morocco at Saint Petersburg 
on June 15.

Team Melli, meanwhile, face Spain in Kazan on June 
20 before meeting Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal in Sa-
ransk five days later.

Iran national football teams’ mascot unveiled
S P O R T S
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Carlos Queiroz names 24-man 
Iran World Cup squad

TEHRAN — Iran national football team 
coach Carlos Queiroz has announced his 

24-man squad for the 2018 World Cup.
It seems there is no place on the plane to Russia for 

Persepolis captain Jalal Hosseini and Esteghlal winger 
Vouria Ghaffouri. 

These two players as well as Esteghlal keeper Hossein 
Hosseini and Charleroi striker Kaveh Rezaei are on a four-
man standby list. 

The final squad will be named by June 4.
Team Melli will travel to Istanbul on Monday to hold a 

training camp in the European country. The Persians will 
face Turkey football team on May 29 in a friendly match as 
part of preparation for the 2018 World Cup.

Iran have been drawn in Group B of the 2018 World Cup 
along with Morocco, Spain and Portugal.

The Iran national football team will open the campaign 
with a match against Morocco at Saint Petersburg on June 15.

Team Melli, meanwhile, face Spain in Kazan on 20 June 
before meeting Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal in Saransk 
five days later.

The matches of the 2018 World Cup will be held between 
June 14 and July 15 at 12 stadiums.

 Goalkeepers:
Alireza Beiranvand (Persepolis / Iran)
Rashid Mazaheri (Zob Ahan / Iran)
Amir Abedzadeh (Marítimo / Liga NOS)
  Defenders:
Ramin Rezaeian (KV Oostende / Belgian First Division A)
Mohammad Reza Khanzadeh (Padideh / Iran)
Morteza Pouraliganji (Al Saad / Qatar stars League)
Pejman Montazeri (Esteghlal / Iran)
Seyed Majid Hosseini (Esteghlal / Iran)
Milad Mohammadi (Akhmat Grozny / Russian Premier 

League)
Roozbeh Cheshmi (Esteghlal / Iran)
  Midfielders:
Saeid Ezatolahi (Amkar Perm / Russian Premier League)

Masoud Shojaei (AEK Athenes / Superleague Greece)
Mehdi Torabi (Saipa / Iran)
Ashkan Dejagah (Notthingham Forest / Championship)
Omid Ebrahimi (Esteghlal / Iran)
Ehsan Hajsafi (Olympiakos / Superleague Greece)
Vahid Amiri (Persepolis / Iran)
Ali Gholizadeh (Saipa / Iran) 
Karim Ansarifard (Olympiakos / Superleague Greece)

 Strikers:
Alireza Jahanbakhsh (AZ / Eredivisie)
Saman Ghoddos (Ostersunds FK / Allsvenskan)
Mahdi Taremi (Al-Gharafa Sports Club / Qatar Stars 
League)
Sardar Azmoun (Rubin Kazan / Russian Premier 
League)
Reza Ghoochannejhad (Heerenveen / Eredivisie)



TEHRAN – The virtuoso of the Persian 
stringed instruments, Hossein Alizadeh, has 

praised Ali (Alexander) Rahbari for performing his composition 
“My Mother Persia” along with the Antalya State Symphony 
Orchestra.

Alizadeh was Rahbari’s special guest at the performance 
held at Aspendos Hall in Antalya on April 27. Iranian vocalist 
Mohammad Motamedi accompanied his fellow conductor 
during the concert. 

“I had both a good feeling and was very homesick,” Alizadeh 
told reporters during a press conference in Tehran on Saturday.

“It’s a cliché that today musicians are commissioned in 
the country to create songs on our homeland, but Rahabari 
is a great artist who performed a song about his homeland 
in a place that was not his homeland,” he said.

“The audience, composed mostly of Turkish and non-
Iranians, gave him a standing ovation,” he added.

“Rahbari needed to do something about his love for his 
homeland, but unfortunately, conditions were not set for it 
in Iran,” he lamented.

In 2004, just a year before the victory of Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad in the presidential election, Rahbari was invited 
from Austria to reorganize the Tehran Symphony Orchestra, 
but he quit the following year over the low salaries paid to 
the musicians. 

In 2013, after Rouhani won the presidential election, he 
asked cultural officials to reinstate the Iranian symphony 
orchestras, which were closed down by the government under 
Ahmadinejad. 

As a result in March 2015, Rahbari was assigned once again 
to restore the orchestra. However, he resigned his position as 
conductor in protest over a decision by the Rudaki Foundation 
to set up a center with the assigned task of managing the 
Tehran Symphony Orchestra and National Orchestra.     

Alizadeh said the cultural officials lacked an understanding 
of Rahbari’s values, therefore they made no effort to convince 
him to stay in Iran. 

In 2014, Alizadeh declined to accept the Chevalier of the 
Legion of Honor award, the highest decoration awarded by the 

French government, stating that he doesn’t need decorations 
and that he derives satisfaction from his good name.

In an open letter published a week before, Rahbari asked 
Alizadeh to reject the French decoration.

Rahbari called the frequent commemorations of Iranian 
luminaries by the French embassy “an epidemic of Chevalier” 
and said, “The value that the Iranian people place on Mr. 
Alizadeh is not comparable with any domestic or foreign medal.” 
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Iranian films line up 
for intl. festivals

Doc chronicles life story of female 
Iranian Turkmen governor 

TEHRAN — Filmmak-
er Alireza Jahanifar has 

recently completed a documentary that 
recounts the life story of Marjan Nazqelichi, 
a Turkmen woman who was the governor 
of Bandar Turkaman, the northeastern 
Iranian town with a Turkmen population.

The idea of making the documentary 
titled “Nazqelichi” entered Jahanifar’s 

mind in April 2014, when she was appoint-
ed as the governor of the town, he said 
in a press release published on Sunday 
by the Documentary and Experimental 
Film Center, the producer of the film.

Born in 1974, Nazqelichi died in the 
Mina stampede on September 24, 2015. 
She served as governor to Bandar Tur-
kaman for about 17 months.   

TEHRAN — A 
lineup of movies 

by Iranian filmmakers will be 
competing in two international 
events.

“Bystander” by Sheida Kashi 
and “Exist” by Peyam Shadnia 
will be screened at SAGA – the 
Adelaide International Women’s 

Film Festival, which will be held 
in the Australian city from June 1 to 
3, the organizers have announced.

The 6th Constantine’s Gold Coin 
International Animation Festival, 
which will take place in Nis, Serbia 
from July 23 to 27, will screen “Hezar 
Afsan” by Asghar Safar, and “Looloo” 
by Kianush Abedi and Nima Majlesi.

WINDSOR, England (Reuters) — Young British cellist 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason was thrust into the global limelight 
on Saturday, heard by millions as he played at the wedding 
of Meghan Markle and Prince Harry.

Asked by Meghan herself to perform, the 19-year-old 
from Nottingham is already well-known in Britain, where 
he was voted BBC Young Musician in 2016 and his debut 
album “Inspiration” topped the classical music charts.

As the couple signed the register, Kanneh-Mason played 
three pieces accompanied by an orchestra: “Apres un Reve” 
by French composer Gabriel Faure, “Sicilienne” by Maria 
Theresia von Paradis and Schubert’s “Ave Maria”.

In the hours after his performance media around the 

world scrambled to find out what they could about the 
musician. “Who was the man with the cello?” read one 
headline in German magazine Der Spiegel’s online edition, 
while celebrity news website Hollywood Life told readers 
“5 things to know about the hunky 19-year-old wedding 
cellist”.

Kanneh-Mason said on Twitter in April that he received 
a personal call from Markle asking him to perform at the 
ceremony.

“Of course I immediately said yes! What a privilege,” 
he wrote.

He was the first black musician to win the prestigious 
BBC competition since it was launched in 1978.

CANNES, France (Reuters) — Japanese 
director Hirokazu Kore-eda won the Palme 
d’Or at Cannes on Saturday for “Shoplifters”, 
a critically acclaimed family drama with un-
guessable plot twists.

The award, to a director who has won 
prizes at the festival before, defied specu-
lation that the Palme might go to a female 
director, with three strong contenders in a 
year when the Hollywood sex scandal was 
the talk of the town.

Italian actress Asia Argento, who has 
accused movie mogul Harvey Weinstein of 
sexual assault, said there were abusers in the 
audience who had yet to be outed.

Argento said Weinstein raped her during 
the Cannes festival in 1997 when she was 21. 
“This festival was his hunting ground,” Argen-
to said in a speech ahead of the prize-giving.

Weinstein has denied allegations of 
non-consensual sex, and a lawyer repre-
senting him said that Argento’s claims were 
completely false. Argento’s London-based 
agent, Steve Kenis, was not immediately 
available to provide further details.

“Even tonight, sitting among you, there are 

those who still have to be held accountable 
for their conduct against women,” Argento 
told the black-tie ceremony.

“You know who you are, but, most im-
portantly, we know who you are, and we are 
not going to allow you to get away with it any 
longer,” she ended her speech, to applause.

Weinstein’s attorney in Italy, Filomena 
Cusano, said the allegations by Argento were 
completely false, and that Argento and Wein-
stein had a consensual relationship.

“This is clearly a painful time for Ms. Ar-
gento, but it is a false narrative,” Cusano said 
in a statement. “Mr. Weinstein only wishes 
Ms. Argento well.”

After the ceremony, Cate Blanchett who 
headed the jury of five women and four men, 
said: “Women and men alike on the jury 
would love to see more female directorial 
voices represented,” adding that it had been 
“bloody hard” to select a winner.

“But in the end I think we were completely 
bowled over by how intermeshed the per-
formances were with the directorial vision,” 
she said of “Shoplifters”.

The runner-up prize, the Grand Prix, went 

to Spike Lee’s satire “BlacKkKlansman”, based 
on the true story of a black police officer who 
infiltrated the Ku Klux Klan in the 1970s.

Blanchett said the film’s ending, with foot-
age of the far-right rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia last August and President Donald 
Trump blaming “both sides” for the deadly 
violence, “blew us out of the cinema”.

A female director, Nadine Labaki from 
Lebanon, won the Jury Prize - effectively the 
bronze medal - for “Capharnaum”, a realist 
drama about childhood neglect in the slums 
of Beirut.

Fifty years after he helped get the Cannes 
festival canceled in 1968 in solidarity with 
worker-student protests, 87-year-old Jean-
Luc Godard received a Special Palme d’Or 
for his collage of sounds and images, “The 
Image Book”.

Poland’s Pawel Pawlikowski won Best 
Director for “Cold War”, a romance that 
moves from the peasant farms of Poland 
to Paris jazz clubs and back from the 1940s 
to the 1960s.

“Girl”, a Belgian drama about a transgender 
teenage girl’s quest to become a ballerina, 

won the Camera d’Or for the best directorial 
debut for director Lukas Dhont.

Iranian director Jafar Panahi won Best 
Screenplay for “3 Faces” along with co-writer 
Nader Saeivar.

The award was given jointly to another 
film, “Happy as Lazzaro”, written and directed 
by Italian Alice Rohrwacher.

Hossein Alizadeh praises 
Ali Rahbari for “My Mother Persia”

Tar virtuoso Hossein Alizadeh performs during a concert at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on May 8, 2018. (Honaronline/
Hassan Motahhari)

A scene from “Nazqelichi” by Alireza JahanifarA scene from “Bystander” by Sheida Kashi.

Teenage cellist thrust to global fame at royal wedding

Minsk House of Friendship 
honors Persian poet 
Khayyam 

TEHRAN – The Minsk House of Friendship 
organized a special ceremony on Friday to cel-

ebrate the 970th birthday of the great Iranian mathematician, 
astronomer and poet Omar Khayyam (1048-1131).

The ceremony was attended by the director of the house, Nina 
Ivanova, Minsk-based Iranian Persian literature scholar Moham-
mad Taheri and Iranian deputy ambassador Abbas Eskandari, 
the Persian service of IRNA reported on Sunday.

Different aspects of Khayyam as well as his poetry were the 
main topics discussed at the ceremony.

Eskandari called Khayyam Iran’s cultural rich asset that has 
helped link the Iranian culture with cultures across the world. He 
also regarded Khayyam as a bridge between the Iranian people 
and Belarusians. 

A film about Khayyam was also screened at the ceremony, 
which went on with a recitation of Khayyam’s poetry in the Per-
sian and Belarussian languages.

Persian literature aficionados also turned out in force across 
Iran on Friday to celebrate Khayyam National Day.

Khayyam is chiefly known to English-speaking readers through 
the translation by the English writer Edward Fitzgerald of a 
collection of his rubaiyat (quatrains) in the Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam (1859).

Belorussian scholars attend a ceremony organized at the Minsk 
House of Friendship on May 18, 2018 to celebrate the 970th 
birthday of the great Iranian poet Omar Khayyam. (IRNA)

Old friends come together to visit 
Reza Babak’s painting exhibit

TEHRAN — Actor Reza Babak’s lifelong 
friends came together at the Sakoo Art School 

in Tehran on Friday to visit his painting exhibition.  
Speaking at the opening ceremony of the exhibition, the 

73-year-old Babak said, “I am not an artist because this is a 
profession, which has its own special requirements, but I like 
painting and the artworks on view reflect my personal feelings, 
which I have felt on the spur of the moment.”

He added that some of his friends had recommended that 
he organize the exhibition and he had wished it would turn 
into a gathering of friends for him.

Dozens of his colleagues and old friends, including Parviz 
Purhosseini, Bahram Shahmohammadlu, Behzad Farahani 
and Ehteram Borumand, attended the opening ceremony.

The exhibition is showcasing 30 paintings created over 
the past three decades. 

The paintings on view invite the visitors to see bright, happy 
colors revealing the artistic mind of the actor.

Babak has painted his works with lines and colors that 
mostly reflect his feelings, while he has also tried to make fun 
of his own portraits along with some of his friends through 
his lines and colors. 

His other works show his love for nature, a nature full 
of colors, simple flowers with a few purple or yellow lines 
resembling a big farm with autumn trees. 

According to Sakoo director Narges Soleimanzadeh, the 
exhibition has been organized to celebrate Babak’s professional 
lifetime achievements.

The one-day exhibit was extended for three more days, 
due to popular demand.

The school is located at No.16, Nazanin Alley, Tabrizian 
St., Mirdamad Ave.

Japan’s “Shoplifters” steals the show to win Cannes Palme d’Or

Director Hirokazu Kore-eda poses with the 
Palme d’Or award for his film “Shoplifters” 
during the closing ceremony of the 71st Cannes 
Film Festival in Cannes, France, May 19, 2018. 
(Reuters/Stephane Mahe)

Actor Reza Babak poses at an exhibition of his paintings at the 
Sakoo Art School in Tehran on May 18, 2018. (Honaronline/
Mojtaba Arabzadeh) 

Cellist Sheku Kanneh-Mason is seen in an undated handout 
picture released by Kensington Palace April 24, 2018. (Lars 
Borges/Pool via Reuters)
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