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U.S. and European 
Troika’s bargain 
over JCPOA

The U.S.-EU conflict over the United 
States announced tariffs on steel 
and aluminum imports from Can-

ada, Mexico and the EU has entered a 
new phase. The tariffs, which took effect 
from Friday, will end a two-month ex-
emption for the U.S. allies. Accordingly, 
Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the 
European Commission said:

“This is a bad day for world trade. We 
will immediately introduce a settlement 
dispute with the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and will announce counterbalanc-
ing measures in the coming hours”. Then 
he added: “It is totally unacceptable that 
a country is imposing unilateral measures 
when it comes to world trade.”

 In a statement that revealed his anger at 
Donald Trump, French President Emma-
nuel Macron also called the White House’s 
decision to increase  tariffs on steel and 
aluminum import “illegal,” announcing 
retaliatory measures with “a determined 
and appropriate response” following U.S. 
decision. He said he will soon speak with 
U.S. President, warning that the move 
could close the door on other talks. 

However, we aren’t about to analyze 
Trump’s protectionist policies and how 
those affected the international trade. 
What matters to us here is that how the 
“American-European trade war” is going 
to affect the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA).

An article was published in “Watan-e-
Emrouz” daily in late August. The author was 
arguing why we, as Iranians, can’t trust the 
“European JCPOA”, and he warned about 
Europe bargaining over the nuclear deal with 
the United States. Part of this article reads:  

“Many Western analysts has deliberately 
chosen to ignore the parallel relations ex-
isting between the two issues of” Trump’s 
withdrawal from the JCPOA “and” imposing 
tariffs on imported steel and aluminum from 
Europe.” There is little doubt that the Euro-
pean authorities are engaged in a “bilateral 
deal” with Trump: that the President of the 
United States, in exchange for a reduction 
in the economic pressure on Europe (in-
cluding the exemption of imported steel 
and aluminum tariffs), is going to enjoy the 
maximum support of the European troika 
and even the European Union against the 
JCPOA…”   7

By Banafsheh Esmaili
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By Maryam Qarehgozlou 
TEHRAN — Some of the world’s oldest and 
biggest trees are dying off, and climate change 
might be the culprit. The baobab tree, often called 
“the tree of life,” can live up to 3,000 years old 
and is normally found in Africa’s savanna how-
ever, they have abruptly died, wholly or in part, 
in the past decade.

A study published in the journal Nature Plants 
found that nine of the oldest and five of the big-
gest have completely or partially died in the past 
twelve years. The researchers investigating this 
suspect that climate change is to blame due to 
the changing conditions affecting the Southern 
Africa region for the demise of the monumental 
baobabs.

And climate change is again the primary 
suspect. 

Jonathan Lynn, head of communications and 
media relations at Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) - the international body 
for assessing the science related to climate change 
- told the Tehran Times in an exclusive interview 
that “climate change has a tipping point, meaning 
that if we stop burning fossil fuels today the climate 
will continue to change because of what we have 
done in the past is already creating that change.”

“At the moment we have the possibility of 
adapting to that. But if we do nothing and let it 
carry on we will reach a point where we can no 
longer adapt and when you can no longer adapt 
then the only option is to suffer,” Lynn warned.

The IPCC was set up in 1988 by the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to 
provide policymakers with regular assessments of 

the scientific basis of climate change, its impacts 
and future risks, and options for adaptation and 
mitigation.

Lynn has explained that IPCC assessments 
provide a scientific basis for governments at all 
levels to develop climate-related policies, and 
they underlie negotiations at the UN Climate 
Conference – the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

“The work on the sixth assessment report 
has already started we have just selected 720 
authors including one Iranian author. The 
authors of the working group one are having 
their first meeting in china this month and 
after that they will prepare the first draft of the 
report. There are two other working groups. 
So the reports of the three working groups will 
come out in 2021.”   1 2

If we don’t adapt to climate change, the only option is to suffer: IPCC official

TEHRAN — Professor Paul Pillar, who was CIA 
intelligence analyst for 28 years, tells the Tehran 
Times that Trump lives in “the moment, saying what 
gets applause and attention at any one moment.  He 
leaves no legacy of political or philosophical thought.”

Pillar also says, “Trump is a false populist; he 
speaks the themes without implementing true 
populist policies, at least on many economic 
matters such as taxes.”

Following is the text of the interview:
 Is “trumpism” a flow, school, and thought 

in the United States? Can the current president 
of the United States produce a political or philo-
sophical thought in the field of American social 
and foreign policy?

A: Much effort has been wasted on trying to 

discern a coherent doctrine in what Trump says 
and does.  There is none.  He lives in the moment, 
saying what gets applause and attention at any 
one moment.  He leaves no legacy of political or 
philosophical thought.

 Trump has repeatedly stated that he is not a 
Republican. In your opinion, what is the current 
political affiliation of Trump itself?

A: Trump used the Republican Party as his 
point of entry into presidential politics because 
its themes were closer to his rhetoric than were 
Democratic Party themes, especially in reject-
ing everything the Obama administration did.  
Although Trump’s ascendancy has sometimes 
been described as a takeover of the Republican 
Party by an outsider, Trump can genuinely be 
called a Republican.  Many of his actions on taxes, 

health care, and other issues mirror what most 
Republican politicians have favored for some time.  

 The president of the United States has used 
his own cabinet of neoconservatives, such as John 
Bolton. This is while he previously described 
himself as George W. Bush’s sharp opponents. 
How do you evaluate this contradiction?

A: Again, we should not try to interpret Trump’s 
moves in terms of ideologies or doctrines.  The 
Trump administration has had trouble getting 
willing and capable people to fill positions.  Many 
otherwise capable people the Trump White House 
did not want because the people in question have 
said critical things about Trump.  Insofar as Bolton 
is a neoconservative, that’s not why Trump took 
him on.  What he sees in Bolton is more a matter 
of brashness and style and pugnacity.   7

Trump is a false populist: Pillar

Hanif Ghaffari
Political analyst

A R T I C L E Taliban 
accepts Afghan 
government’s 
ceasefire: 
sparking peace or 
false hopes? 

TEHRAN — A few days ago, in an un-
precedented attempt, Taliban announced 
ceasefire with the Afghan government in 
the first three days of Eid Fitr, the holiday 
that caps off Ramadan.

It is the first time in nearly 17 years of 
conflict that the militants have declared 
a ceasefire, albeit a limited one.

The Taliban had never responded to 
any of the Afghan government’s reconcili-
ation requests. The Taliban’s reaction has 
always been that Kabul does not have the 
legitimacy to make decisions, and they want 
to negotiate with Americans. However, 
this time round, the announcement of a 
cease-fire by the Taliban has surprised 
many, and the initiative is described as 
a turning point in the Taliban’s policy.

Calling the 3-day Taliban Eid ceasefire 
a good message for peace, former Taliban 
Ambassador to Pakistan, Abdul Salam 
Zaeef calling on the Afghan government 
and the Taliban leadership to extend the 
ceasefire for 3 months.

The group failed to point to the Af-
ghan government’s 8-day ceasefire in 
announcing its decision, which means 
that the Taliban’s decision may have 
been taken only to improve the image 
of the group. In principle, there is no 
step in the direction of peace, the inspi-
ration that Ashraf Ghani and religious 
scholars who are attending the Kabul 
Summit believe. 

Experts believe, Taliban’s decision is 
sheer propaganda and demagoguery, as 
the group carried out bloody attacks after 
the ceasefire period during the eid. 

  Others say, the announcement of 
Taliban’s ceasefire acts as a “glimmer of 
hope” in the darkness. Afghanistan High 
Peace Council (HPC), a body created 
to end the ongoing war in Afghanistan, 
has called the Taliban a green light 
for peace.

The current chairman of the council Mo-
hammad Akram Khpalwak has expressed 
hope that the location and date of talks 
between the Afghan government and the 
Taliban will soon be announced. A senior 
Taliban commander, Abdul Salam Rocketi 
described the temporary ceasefire as a 
golden opportunity, after which the two 
sides would be keen on a cease-fire, which 
can lead to a peace agreement between the 
Taliban and Afghan government.   7

Shahram 
Nazeri 

performs 
at Group B 

Nights
Iranian vocalist Shahram Nazeri (L) 
performs during a concert arranged for 
the Group B Nights at Tehran’s Vahdat 
Hall on June 18, 2018.

The Group B Nights concerts were 
organized by the Iranian cultural center 
Saazbuzz for two nights in honor of 
Group B in the 2018 FIFA World Cup, 
which includes Iran, Spain, Portugal 
and Morocco.
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All 80 nuclear warheads 
in Mideast owned 
by Israel

Iran condemns U.S. 
statement over execution of 
man who killed policemen  

Iran on the verge of 
making history 
in World Cup 15

German company 
to support Tehran Game 
Convention 16

UN chief Antonio Guterres: 
Gaza ‘on brink of war’

By staff & agencies
Separately, UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres has warned that the escalation 
of violence in the Gaza Strip places the 
besieged enclave on the “brink of war”, as 
he urged Israel and Hamas to recommit 
to a 2014 ceasefire.

 The UN chief said in a report ob-
tained by news agencies that he is 

“shocked” by Israel’s use of live fire 
since border protests began in Gaza 
on March 30.

He said its military has “a responsibility 
to exercise maximum restraint” except 
as a last resort.

The report was sent to the council last 
week in advance of a meeting on Tuesday 
on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.   1 3

Israel charges former minister 
with spying for Iran

By staff and agencies
Israel has indicted Gonen Segev, a former 
energy minister, on suspicion of spying for Iran.

According to Reuters, Israel’s Shin Bet 
internal security service issued a statement 
on Monday claiming he “was recruited by 
Iranian intelligence and served as an agent”.

Officials in Tehran have not yet reacted 
to the report.

The Shin Bet said Segev was arrested 
during a visit to Equatorial Guinea in May 
and extradited to Israel, where he is being 
detained. He was indicted on Friday.

The statement said that he supplied 
Iran with “information related to the 
energy sector, security sites in Israel 
and officials in political and security 
institutions”.    2

Iran inaugurates national diesel 
engine production line

TEHRAN — Produc-
tion line of domestical-

ly-manufactured 1,300-horsepower diesel 
engine was launched on the sidelines of 
the 6th International Exhibition of Rail 
Transportation, Related Industries & 
Equipment of Iran (Iran Rail Expo 2018) 
in Tehran on Tuesday.

As IRNA reported, Iranian senior 
officials including Defense Minister 
Amir Hatami, Industry Minister Mo-

hammad Shariatmadari and Transport 
Minister Abbas Akhoundi, as well as 
Iranian Vice-President for Science and 
Technology Sorena Sattari attended the 
inaugural ceremony of the engine pro-
duction line.

According to Sattari, one-megawatt 
type of the engine is currently under pro-
duction, while Iran has manufacturing 
five-megawatt and six-megawatt engines 
of the same type on agenda.
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P O L I T I C S

TEHRAN — The Su-
preme Council for Eco-

nomic Coordination convened on Tuesday 
to assess the country’s economic issues now 
that the United States has withdrawn from 
the international nuclear agreement and 
plans to reinstate sanctions on Iran.

The council was headed by President Has-
san Rouhani, Parliament speaker Ali Larijani 
and Judiciary chief Sadeq Amoli Larijani.

A number of other officials from the three 
branches of government including first vice 
president, director of the Budget and Planning 
Organization, economy minister, national 

prosecutor, and two senior MPs sitting on 
the Parliament Economic Committee were 
attending the session.

The main economic topics that mostly 
featured the talks were employment, creating 
a favorable situation for investment by the 
private sector, resolving problems facing 
privatization of state companies under the 
Article 44 of the constitution, issues relat-
ed to the banking system, and the national 
economic situation.

Since Trump announced the U.S. pullout 
from the multilateral nuclear agreement and 
re-imposition of sanctions in August and 

November a number of foreign companies 
and banks have announced that they will stop 
their projects or activities in Iran.

The council also said the three branches of 
government are firm to resolve the economic 
problems facing the country.

Since the U.S. has withdrawn from the 
nuclear agreement prices of gold coin, foreign 
currencies and house have increased greatly.

 “The concerns of the people regarding 
the current condition in the market should 
be taken into consideration,” the council said 
in a press release.

On Monday, Rouhani warned those op-

portunists who are misusing the current 
economic situation to overcharge people 
may face heavy taxes.  

In the Tuesday session it was insisted on 
encouraging people to invest in the stock 
market and efficient production activities. 
It was also decided to facilitate a divestment 
of incomplete projects to the private sector.

  Plan to form center to counter 
U.S. psychological warfare

During the session it was also decided to 
establish a center in cooperation with local 
media including national TV to counter U.S. 
psychological warfare against Iran.

Ali Akbar Salehi, director of the Atomic Energy Organization 
of Iran (AEOI), vows to defend Iran’s national interests 
“in the best way” at the Oslo Forum which started its 
work on Tuesday and lasts until Wednesday.

Talking to reporters on Monday upon his arrival in 
Norway to participate in the 16th edition of the Oslo 
Forum, Salehi said he would express Iran’s explicit stance 
on the multilateral nuclear agreement, officially known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

“Certainly, the JCPOA will be one the most important 
issues which will be discussed and we will declare Iran’s 
positions explicitly and transparently,” Salehi said, 
according to Press TV.

U.S. President Donald Trump announced on May 8 
that Washington was walking away from the nuclear 
agreement, which was reached between Iran and the 
five permanent members of the UN Security Council 
- the United States, Britain, France, Russia and China 
- plus Germany.

Trump also said he would reinstate U.S. nuclear 

sanctions on Iran and impose “the highest level” of 
economic bans on the Islamic Republic.

Under the JCPOA, Iran undertook to put limits on its 
nuclear program in exchange for termination of nuclear-
related sanctions.

Since the U.S. president pulled Washington out of 
the historic nuclear deal, European countries have been 

scrambling to ensure that Iran gets enough economic 
benefits to persuade it to stay in the deal. The remaining 
parties have vowed to stay in the accord.

Salehi said he would hold meetings with United 
Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres and the 
Norwegian prime minister and foreign minister on 
the sidelines of the Oslo Forum.

The AEOI chief said he would also exchange views with 
political experts from different countries and a number 
of other participants at the forum on the future of the 
nuclear accord after the U.S. exit.

More than 100 of the world’s most prominent armed 
conflict mediators, peace process actors, high-level 
decision-makers and eminent thinkers participated 
at the conference.

Co-hosted jointly by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD), 
the forum brings together practitioners and experts for 
informal discussions to reflect on current peacemaking 
trends and challenges.

The Swiss foreign ministry in a statement issued on 
the occasion of Iranian President Hassan Rouhani’s 
upcoming visit to Switzerland called for expansion 
of cooperation between Bern and Tehran.

“Bern considers Rouhani’s visit to Switzerland an 
opportunity for reviewing the roadmap approved dur-
ing visit of former Swiss President Johann Niklaus 
Schneider-Ammann to Iran,” the statement said late 

Monday.
It noted that several memoranda of understanding 

(MoUs) are expected to be signed during Rouhani’s 
visit to Switzerland.

Rouhani is slated to visit Switzerland on July 2-3 
at the invitation of Swiss Federal Council.

The two countries’ president are expected to dis-
cuss the latest developments on the 2015 nuclear deal 

known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) during the upcoming visit.

During the former Swiss president Johann Niklaus 
Schneider-Ammann’s visit to Tehran a roadmap was 
approved to deepen bilateral relations and undertake 
regular talks in the economic, financial, human rights 
and nuclear safety.

(Source: Fars)

Heads gather to think business

Nuclear chief vows to strongly defend Iran’s interests at Oslo Forum

Switzerland: Bern, Tehran need to develop ties

1     Segev, a physician, was charged in 
2004 with trying to smuggle 30,000 ecstasy 
tablets into Israel from the Netherlands, using 
a diplomatic passport with a falsified expiry 

date, Aljazeera reported.
The following year he admitted the charges 

as part of a plea bargain agreement.
According to Press TV, Ha’aretz published 

an opinion piece addressing the issue under 
the title, “Enlisting a former Israeli minister 
is a victory for Iranian intelligence.”

“For Iranian intelligence, the recruitment 

of a former cabinet minister and Knesset 
member like Gonen Segev as an agent would 
have been a significant achievement,” the 
newspaper said.

Israel charges former minister with spying for Iran
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 MEDIA  HIGHLIGHTS

TEHRAN — The commander of the 
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) 

said on Tuesday the range of Iranian missiles is 2000 kilometers 
and the country does not need to extend it.

“Our defense capabilities are based on domestic scientific 
jihad. The range of our missiles is 2000 kilometers. All are 
aware that we are able to increase the range of our missiles, 
but our policy is missiles within range of 2000 kilometers 
and we can reach our strategic objectives within this range,” 
Mohammad Ali Jafari said at a ceremony at the University 
of Tehran.

The major general said that the U.S. seeks to weaken 
Iran’s defense and missile capabilities.

Jafari also strongly criticized those have proposed direct 
between Iran and the U.S, saying such proposals originate 
from these people’s “ideological principles”. 

Recently about 100 political and civil rights activists wrote 
a letter calling on Iran and the U.S. to hold talks without 
preconditions.

“If these people cannot be called ignorant they are 

misguided”.
The IRGC chief also said that Iran has been successful 

in defense and security areas.
In an official note on May 8 President Donald Trump 

withdrew the U.S. from the 2015 nuclear deal. He has said 
that another nuclear deal which includes Iran’s missile 

program should be negotiated.
Also, in his speech at the Heritage Foundation on May 21, 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo demanded that Iran halt 
all uranium enrichment, stop its ballistic-missile program 
and give nuclear inspectors access to the entire country.

Iran has repeatedly said that its missile program is for 
defense and deterrence purposes and poses no threat against 
other countries.

Elsewhere, Jafari noted that Iran has made great successes 
since the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

“The victories of the Resistance Front in Syria and Iraq 
are results of following the Islamic Revolution,” he said.

 ‘Victory in Yemen is close’
The top general also said that the victory of Yemeni forces 

against invaders is close.
“Today, we are witnessing the European and Saudi forces’ 

defeat in the Yemeni port of Al Hudaydah,” he said.
The Saudi-led military push to seize Hudaydah, which 

began last week, has been met with stiff resistance by the 
Houthi movement and its allied forces, Press TV reported.

No need to extend missile range over 2000 kilometers: IRGC chief
P O L I T I C S
d e s k
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General public in Iran opposes talks 
with Trump: government spokesman 

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

IRGC says 
prepared 
to counter 
bioterrorism

TEHRAN — Commander of the Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps’ (IRGC) security 

squad has highlighted the measures that the military force 
has taken to protect authorities from bioterrorist attacks, 
saying his department is offering training courses and has 
developed homegrown equipment for that purpose.

In an interview with Tasnim, General Ali Nasiri said the 
IRGC is duty bound to combat any kind of threats and prepare 
the necessary facilities and training programs, including 
plans to counter bioterrorism.

The general said his department has already prepared 
the necessary training programs and equipment, much of 
which, he said, is home-grown.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

U.S. diplomat to 
travel to Seoul, 
Tokyo on Tehran 
sanctions

TEHRAN — The U.S. State Department 
said on Monday that Assistant Secretary 

of State for International Security and Nonproliferation 
Christopher Ford will lead a delegation to Seoul and Tokyo 
to convey the U.S. Iran policy.

The tour scheduled for June 18-20 aims “to convey the 
Administration’s Iran policy, including with regard to the re-
imposition of nuclear-related sanctions on Iran,” according 
to a State Department statement.

“The United States is working with nations around the 
world to create a new global effort to counter Iran’s nuclear 
and proliferation threats, as well as its support for terrorism, 
militancy, and continued development and testing of ballistic 
missiles,” it added.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Guterres keen 
on safeguarding 
JCPOA: UN 
spokesman

TEHRAN — UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres is keen on safeguarding 

the landmark Iran nuclear deal, formally known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), a senior 
UN official said on Tuesday.

Speaking with IRNA, the spokesman for the UN Secretary 
General Stephane Dujarric said Guterres’ viewpoint regarding 
the JCPOA has not changed.

On Guterres’ report on United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) Resolution 2231, Dujarric said the report would be 
published in the near future.

Resolution 2231 was adopted by the UNSC in July 2015 
to endorse the nuclear agreement between Iran and six 
other countries.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

All 80 nuclear 
warheads in 
Mideast owned by 
Israel: Zarif

TEHRAN — Referring to recent statistics 
released by a Stockholm-based research 

institute, Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said all 
proven nuclear warheads stationed in the Middle East are 
entirely owned by the Zionist regime of Israel.

In a message in his Twitter account, Zarif denounced 
the Israeli regime for “howling incessantly” about Iran’s 
activities, while the regime itself owns all the 80 nuclear 
warheads in the Middle East.

“There are at least 80 nuclear warheads stationed in the 
Middle East. None are in Iran; rather, they’re at the fingertips 
of a warmonger who howls incessantly about fabricated Iranian 
‘ambitions’,” Zarif said.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Iran condemns 
U.S. statement over 
execution of man 
who killed policemen  

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Bahram Qassemi on Tuesday 

dismissed as “meddlesome” the U.S. government’s statement 
about the execution of a rioter who was sentenced to death 
for running over and killing three policemen in Tehran 
in February.

Qassemi underlined that the rioter, named Mohammad 
Salas, was represented by a lawyer during the trial sessions.

Salas, driver of the bus that killed and injured several 
police forces during the February 19 unrest in Tehran’s 
Pasdaran Street, confessed to his crime and was sentenced 
to death following legal and judicial procedures in the 
courts, the spokesman added.

The convict, who had received the death sentence on March 
19 after several court sessions, was hanged on Monday morning. 
He was a member of a cult group called Gonabadi dervishes.

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

808 tons of 
drugs found in 
Iran in a year

TEHRAN — 808 tons of narcotics were 
confiscated in the Iranian calendar year 

1396(ending March 21, 2018) and the drug dealers were 
arrested and handed over to judicial authorities, the anti-
drug police commander said on Tuesday.

“The discoveries increased 14% compared to the previous 
year,” said Mohammad-Masoud Zahedian, IRNA reported.

Zahedian said 75% of the mentioned amount was discovered 
in the eastern borders of the country, adding that hegemonic 
powers try to expand cultivation of narcotics in Afghanistan 
to strengthen terrorists and spread insecurity in the region.

TEHRAN — 
Government spokesman 

Mohammad Baqer Nobakht on Tuesday 
dismissed the possibility of talks with U.S. 
President Donald Trump, saying even the 
general public in Iran opposes the idea of 
talks with Trump, ISNA reported.

“It is our right to oppose America’s 
bullying,” Nobakht said during his weekly 
press conference, criticizing an open letter 
signed by 100 political and civil rights 
activists who have called on the Iranian 
and U.S. governments to hold direct talks 
without any “preconditions”.

“The letter showed lack of political 
wisdom… We must stand and resist… 
Our stance is right and we should stand 
united,” he added.

The Islamic Republic has proven that 
it will negotiate with other countries 
whenever negotiations are necessary for 
its national interests, he said, pointing to 
the 2015 nuclear deal, officially known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA), as an example of Iran’s 
willingness to negotiate with other 
countries under the right conditions.

The spokesman also said the letter was 
a clear manifestation of freedom of speech 
under the Islamic Republic.

The letter, which said holding talks 
could protect Iran’s national interests 
as well as solve some of its problems, 
drew widespread criticism from across 
the political spectrum, with dozens saying 
Trump’s withdrawal from the JCPOA shows 
his untrustworthiness.

In a note published on the Iran 
newspaper on Tuesday, reformist lawmaker 
Mohammad-Reza Tabesh defended the 
signatories’ right to express their opinions, 
but criticizing the pro-negotiation 
arguments put forward in the letter.

“The idea of direct U.S.-Iran talks was 
promoted somewhat simplistically while 
there are numerous complexities in the path 
toward such negotiations,” Tabesh said.

Also, he added, the letter does not 
explain how Tehran can trust the U.S. after 

it unilaterally exited the nuclear accord.
Foad Izadi, an assistant professor at 

the University of Tehran, said those who 
wrote the letter played into America’s 
hands.

The letter can be described either as a 
“betrayal” or “ignorance”, he added.

He also said the right conditions are not 
yet in place for talks, and that the Islamic 
Republic needs to boost its defense might 
in order to have the upper hand in any 
negotiations.

Abbas Abdi, a reformist journalist, 
described the U.S.-North Korea talks 
as a “political show” which bore little 
resemblance to Iran’s situation.

“In the current situation that Trump has 
illogically withdrew from Barjam (JCPOA), 
there are no prospects for dialogue,” Abdi 
stated, IRNA reported.

He further said U.S. authorities’ 
preconditions “are in contradiction with 
being determined to have a constructive 
dialogue.”



The House of Saud regime-led forces claim to have entered 
the main compound of the airport in the western Yemeni city 
of Hudaydah as they press ahead with a military offensive to 
capture the flashpoint port city in defiance of international 
warnings.

 Sources close to the former Yemeni president said the 
troops stormed the airport on Tuesday following fierce battles 
with fighters of Yemen’s Ansarullah (Houthi) movement, 
which has been both running state affairs and defending the 
country in the face of the deadly Saudi regime-led military 
campaign.

 The UAE state news agency WAM tweeted later in the 
day that militants, backed by the Emirati military, have 
entered the airport.

 Mohammad al-Bukhaiti, a top figure in the Ansarullah 
movement’s Supreme Political Council, however, said its 
fighters had repelled the Emirati-backed attempt to seize 
the airport, and had inflicted heavy losses on the aggressors.

 It said clashes are underway south of the airport with the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE)-led militants, who are backed 
by the coalition’s military aircraft.

 The Saudi regime-led coalition earlier claimed that its 
forces had taken control of the airport. Ansarullah denied 
those allegations, saying the aggressors were on the retreat 
on all fronts.

 The House of Saud regime has been conducting air-
strikes on the airport to support forces attempting to seize 
it. Hudaydah serves as a lifeline to millions of Yemenis.

 Ground troops including Emiratis, Sudanese and Yemenis 
have surrounded the main airport compound.

 The Saudi regime’s Apache attack helicopters conducted 
aerial attacks on schools and homes in the Manzar neigh-
borhood abutting the airport compound in Hudaydah on 
Monday, according to residents.

 The Saudi regime-led military push to seize Hudaydah, 
which began last week, has been met with stiff resistance by 
the Ansarullah movement and its allied forces.

 On Sunday night, Deputy Chief of Staff of the UAE Armed 
Forces Lt. General Isa Saif Bin Abalan al-Mazrouei was re-
portedly killed in clashes with Yemeni forces.

 Iran’s Arabic-language Al-Alam news network quoted 
Deputy Governor-General of Hudaydah Province Ali Qashar 
as saying early on Tuesday that al-Mazrouei as well as 43 
Saudi regime-backed mercenaries were killed in the western 
coast of Yemen.

 The recent casualties bring the death toll among the 
Saudi regime-led coalition forces to 253.

 The assault against the densely-populated city and the 
war-torn country’s most vital port was launched despite 
numerous warnings by the international community and 

prominent aid groups.
 More than 70 percent of Yemeni imports pass through 

Hudaydah’s docks and the fighting has raised fears of a hu-
manitarian catastrophe in a country already teetering on 
the brink of famine.

 The UN has said the offensive could result in as many 
as 250,000 deaths.

    Diplomatic efforts
 As the assault by the Saudi regime-led coalition threatens 

to trigger a humanitarian disaster in Hudaydah, the United 
Nations envoy for Yemen expressed hope for the re-launch 
of peace talks next month to help end the Yemeni conflict, 
according to diplomats.

 Speaking by video conference from the Yemeni capital, 
Sana’a, Martin Griffiths briefed the Security Council behind 
closed doors on his framework for peace talks.

 Griffiths told the council that a first round of preliminary 
talks could take place next month to restart negotiations on 
a political transition, two diplomats in the chamber said.

 Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Russian Dep-
uty Ambassador Dmitry Polyansky said council members 
renewed their call for Hudaydah to remain open.

 The World Food Program calls on all warring parties 
in Yemen’s Hudaydah to maintain a free food flow through 
the port city.

 The House of Saud regime and its allies launched the 
war on Yemen in March 2015 to reinstall Yemen’s former 
President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, who had resigned 
months earlier and fled to Riyadh.

 Yemeni Health Minister Taha al-Mutawakel said last week 
that the Saudi regime-led military campaign has so far killed 
over 11,000 people and injured more than 24,000 more.

 The war and an accompanying blockade have caused 
famine across Yemen. The United Nations says a record 
22.2 million people are in need of food aid, including 8.4 
million threatened by severe hunger.

 The Saudi regime aggression has also taken a heavy toll 
on the country’s facilities and infrastructure, destroying 
many hospitals, schools, and factories.

Several Western countries, the United States and Britain 
in particular, are accused of being complicit in the aggression 
as they supply Riyadh with advanced weapons and military 
equipment as well as logistical and intelligence assistance.

(Source: Press TV)

JUNE 20, 2018 INTERNATIONAL
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

Saudi regime-led forces storm airport 
compound in Yemen port city: report

The United States Senate passed a bill on Monday that could be 
used to block or slow the transfer of the F35 advanced warplane 
to Turkey, a NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) ally 
that has an increasingly strained relationship with Washington.

 There have been bipartisan efforts in both the Senate and 
the House of Representatives, to potentially stop the transfer 
to Turkey.

 The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) now needs 
to be reconciled with a bill from the House of Representatives 
and could be approved by the end of the summer.

 The Senate version of the act is worth about $716bn.
 Both houses have introduced their own version of amend-

ments that target Turkey - one of the partner countries on the 
F35 program.

 The Senate version would prevent the transfer until the 
Pentagon devises a plan to remove Ankara from the program.

 The Republican party of the U.S. President Donald Trump 
controls both chambers.

     Turkey: Not without alternatives
 Meantime, in a reaction to the U.S. Senate bill, Turkish Prime 

Minister Binali Yildirim on Tuesday criticized the U.S. decision, 
calling it “an unfortunate development”.

 “Turkey is not without alternatives. Such attempts are regret-
table and go against the soul of strategic partnership,” Turkish 
daily Hurriyet quoted the prime minister as saying.

 Ankara was seeking to buy about 100 of the stealth jets. 
However, various legislators have cited a number of concerns 
with Turkey, including its plans to buy advanced Russian air 
defense systems, warming ties to Moscow and the arrest of the 
U.S. citizens and consulate staff.

 Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu on June 4 em-
phasized that if Washington decides not to sell F35s to Turkey, 
Ankara will look further to other countries or produce its own.

 According to the F35 project agreement, the first two F35s 
must be handed over to Turkey in the U.S. by June 21 for training 
and testing purposes.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

U.S. airstrikes target Syrian 
military position in 
Dayr al-Zawr

Syria said on Tuesday it rejected the presence of Turkish and U.S. 
forces around the northern town of Manbij, a day after soldiers 
of the two countries began patrolling the area.

Turkish and U.S. troops on Monday began independent 
patrols along the line separating Turkish-controlled areas of 
northern Syria from the town of Manbij, which is controlled by 
a local militia affiliated to the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF), which is dominated by the Kurdish YPG militia.

Ankara views the YPG as a terrorist organization. Earlier this 
month Turkey and the United States endorsed a tentative deal 
to overcome months of dispute over the town, in which the YPG 
would withdraw from Manbij and Turkish and U.S. forces would 
jointly maintain security and stability there.

“Syria expresses its strong condemnation and absolute rejection 
of the incursion of Turkish and American forces in the vicinity 
of Manbij, which comes in the context of continued Turkish and 
American aggression,” state news agency SANA said, quoting a 
foreign ministry statement.

The statement also said the Syrian army is determined to 
“liberate all of Syria’s territory”.

(Source: Reuters)

Syria condemns Turkish, 
U.S. presence around Manbij

Iraq condemned on Tuesday the targeting of pro-Syria para-
military troops in eastern Syria after an airstrike killed mostly 
Iraqi forces deployed to fight Daesh (ISIL).

In a statement, the Iraqi Foreign Ministry expressed “rejection 
and condemnation of airstrikes targeting troops deployed in 
areas where they are fighting Daesh, whether in Iraq or Syria.”

Targeting these troops “is a support to Daesh to regroup and 
to expand,” the statement added. It called for continuing coordi-
nation between the U.S.-led coalition and troops on the ground 
to support them in the fight.

Iraqi forces and Syria accused on Monday the U.S.-led coa-
lition of conducting the Sunday airstrikes along the Iraq-Syria 
border, killing at least 22 fighters and sounding 12 others. Iraqi 
officials in Baghdad put the death toll at 25 fighters, with 25 
others wounded and three missing.

U.S. military spokesman Col. Sean Ryan denied the strikes 
were carried out by U.S. or coalition forces, but said they were 
investigating.

The officials said the dead were mostly members of Iraq’s 
Hezbollah Brigades, which have been active in Syria’s foreign 
sponsored war fighting alongside government forces. Also killed 
were some members of the Shia Sayyed al-Shuhada Battalions, 
they said.

The Iraqi officials spoke on condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to brief the media.

Also Tuesday, Iraq’s Hezbollah Brigades denounced what it 
called a “heinous crime” that “will not go unanswered,” blaming 
the attack on the “idiots Trump and Netanyahu.” It warned it 
was ready to confront Israel and America without hesitation.

No details were available on the strikes, but Syrian state TV 
said they occurred around midnight in the village of al-Hari, to 
the southeast of the border town of Boukamal along Iraqi border.

Last week, ISIL launched a major offensive against Boukamal, 
reaching the outskirts of the town before being pushed back by 
government forces. The loss of the town would deal a major 
blow to Iran-backed forces on both sides of the border, who 
have established a corridor through eastern Syria to link Iran 
to the Mediterranean Sea.

Syrian and Iraqi forces have driven ISIL from virtually all 
the territory it once held in both countries, but the militants still 
control some remote areas along the border.

(Source: AP)

Iraq Foreign Ministry 
condemns strikes it says 
killed Iraqis

China’s Xi praises North Korea’s Kim for Trump 
summit, promises support

Trump orders establishment of new U.S. military ‘space force’

Shells hit south Syria city for first time in three years

Chinese President Xi Jinping offered high 
praise to visiting North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un on Tuesday, lauding the “positive” 
outcome of his historic summit with U.S. 
President Donald Trump and promising 
unwavering friendship.

Meeting Kim on his third trip to China this 
year, and just a week after Kim met Trump in 
Singapore, Xi said China was willing to keep 
playing a positive role to promote the peace 
process on the Korean peninsula.

Kim’s visit was the latest in a flurry of 
diplomatic contacts, and unlike during his 
previous two visits to China, the government 
announced his presence while he was in the 
country rather than waiting for him to leave.

Xi told Kim that he was very happy to 
see the “positive” outcome of his meeting 
with Trump, and the important consensus 
reached on denuclearization and setting 
up a lasting peace mechanism, according 
to Chinese state television.

“No matter the changes in the interna-
tional and regional situation, China’s party 
and government’s resolute position on being 
dedicated to consolidating and developing 
Sino-North Korea relations will not change,” 

the report cited Xi as saying.
“The Chinese people’s friendship for the 

North Korean people will not change, and 
China’s support for socialist North Korea 
will not change,” Xi added.

Kim told Xi he hoped to work with China 
and other parties to push the peace process, 
Chinese state television said.

While not formally billed as a state visit, 

China gave Kim most of the trappings of one, 
including a welcome ceremony with honor 
guard in Beijing’s Great Hall of the People.

Xi greeted Kim warmly, in images car-
ried on state television. The two men were 
accompanied by their wives.

Xi said he was pleased to see North Ko-
rea’s decision to promote economic reforms, 
adding that China’s own reform and opening 

up process had meant the Chinese people’s 
eyes had been open to the world.

North Korean state media had not men-
tioned Kim’s visit by early evening.

Trump agreed to work with Kim toward 
complete denuclearization of the Korean pen-
insula, committed to provide the North with 
security guarantees and pledged to end “war 
games” with South Korea, which North Korea 
and China have long seen as provocative. South 
Korea and the Pentagon announced they would 
halt the annual Freedom Guardian military 
drill scheduled for August.

A Kim trip to China to discuss his summit 
with Trump had been widely anticipated in 
diplomatic circles. China is North Korea’s 
most important diplomatic and economic 
backer but has been angered by its nucle-
ar and missile tests. South Korea’s foreign 
ministry spokesman said South Korea and 
China shared the strategic goal of completely 
denuclearizing the Korean peninsula.

“Our government hopes China will play a 
constructive role in resolving this problem,” 
ministry spokesman Noh Kyu-deok told a 
regular briefing.

(Source: Reuters)

U.S. President Donald Trump has announced plans for Amer-
ican dominance in space by ordering the establishment of 
a sixth branch of the military - a “space force.”

“It is not enough to merely have an American presence in 
space. We must have American dominance in space,” Trump 
said at the White House before a meeting of his National 
Space Council.

He said that the American dominance of space would 
bolster the country’s national security and the economy 
with the creation of new jobs.

Trump also claimed that the United States would “re-
turn Americans to the Moon” and would eventually send 
people to Mars.

“I’m hereby directing the Department of Defense and 
Pentagon to immediately begin the process necessary to 
establish a space force as the sixth branch of the armed 
forces,” he announced.

“We are going to have the Air Force and we’re going to 
have the ‘Space Force.’ Separate but equal,” he said later. 
“It is going to be something. So important.”

Trump made the announcement despite the fact that 

the United States is a member of the Outer Space Treaty, 
formally known as the Treaty on Principles Governing the 
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.

The Outer Space Treaty prohibits the deployment of 
weapons of mass destruction in space and only allows for 
the use of the moon and other celestial bodies for peaceful 
purposes.

Trump said he does not want “China and Russia and 
other countries leading us” in space and that he wants to 
revive America’s flagging space program.

He described space as a national security issue and said he 
would be directing American federal agencies to “implement 
a state-of-the-art framework for space traffic management.”

An expert of comparative military studies said recently 
that space was opening up as a new frontier in the fight for 
power between the United States, Russia and China.

“The next great power war will most likely start in space,” 
said Everett Dolman (pictured below), a professor of com-
parative military studies at the U.S. Air Force’s Air Command 
and Staff College.

He claimed that Russia and China had developed highly 
sophisticated anti-satellite weapons which could strike down 
key U.S. assets like radar and GPS leaving the American 
military exposed on Earth.

“War on Earth has been expanding out into space since 
1991, and the United States is the most space reliant military 
in the world,” he noted.

(Source: agencies)

Rebel shellfire slammed into the southern 
Syrian city of Swaida on Tuesday for the first 
time in three years, an activist group said, as 
fresh regime reinforcements arrived in the 
area. The government holds most of Swaida 
province but rebels still control much of the 
nearby Deraa and Qunaitra governorates.

On Tuesday, the activist group Syrian Ob-

servatory for Human Rights said opposition 
forces fired shells into Swaida city, “which 
led to loud blasts but no casualties.”

“It is the first time since 2015 that the city 
has been subjected to shellfire,” said Obser-
vatory chief Rami Abdel Rahman.

Syrian state news agency SANA also blamed 
rebels “spread out in the towns and villages 

in eastern parts of Deraa province” for firing 
shells on Swaida.

Swaida, whose residents are mostly from 
the Druze minority, has remained relatively 
insulated from seven years of war that ravaged 
the rest of the country.

But rebels hold a sliver of territory in west-
ern Swaida that borders their main bastion 

in the province of Deraa, and clashes and 
exchanges of fire have erupted in that area 
in recent days.

Syria’s government has set its sights on 
ousting rebels from the south and has been 
dispatching troops and equipment there 
for weeks.

(Source: AFP)
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TEHRAN – Some 800 
megawatts (MW) capacity 

of new power plants is scheduled to be added 
to Iran’s electricity network within the next two 
weeks, Thermal Power Plants Holding Company 
(TPPH) Managing Director Mohsen Tarztalab 
told IRIB on Tuesday.

“We will use all power generation capacity 
in different sectors for the coming summer, 

which may face limitations in electricity supply”, 
Tarztalab noted and asked people to cooperate 
with the power sector in terms of reducing 
electricity consumption, in order to prevent 
from serious problems during the summer.

“We are facing 5,500 MW to 6,000 MW 
shortage in electricity supply and if consump-
tion is not managed properly, the required 
electricity will not be supplied in the next two 

months”, he alerted.
“Power plants which are under repair will 

add 1,000 MW to the network after being re-

paired, Tarztalab further announced and said 
that thermal power plants account for 48,000 
MW of electricity generation in the country.

TEHRAN — As Iran’s greatest annual 
energy event, the 12th International 

Energy Conference (IEC) kicked off on Tuesday in 
Tehran, IRIB reported.

With the theme “Innovative Systems in Energy-Water-
Environment Nexus”, this year’s conference is aiming to 
encourage contemplating on the energy sector’s political 
issues and strengthening the interconnection between 
water, energy and the environment areas.

Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian along with 
the World Energy Council’s Secretary General Christoph 
Frei and Urban Rusnak, the secretary general of the 
Energy Charter Secretariat, are among the event’s key 
speakers.

Water, energy and environment integration, water 
management, energy and environment management, as 
well as promoting the role of the global energy charter 
in the water, energy and environment nexus are among 

the hot topics of this year’s conference.
Water desalination, hydropower management and 

environmental policies, responsibilities and social 
acceptance of water and energy systems, smart cities, 
regional and international cooperation, advanced 
systems for sustainable energy conversion, development 
of financial systems, water and energy markets, and 
etc. are among other areas covered in this two-day 
conference.

Chinese stocks fell almost 4 percent and 
alarm bells rang across global markets on 
Tuesday, as the trade dispute between the 
United States and China escalated further.

The yuan also hit a five-month low 
overnight after U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s threat to impose a 10 percent 
tariff on another $200 billion of Chinese 
goods drew warnings from Beijing about 
$50 billion of retaliatory penalties on U.S. 
goods.

Asian stocks wilted to a four-month low 
and Australia’s dollar AUD=D4 and South 
Africa’s rand ZAR= were among a diverse 
group of currencies caught in the crossfire. 

Europe’s main equity benchmarks sank 1 
to 1.5 percent in early trading and Wall Street 
futures were pointing to similar falls there 
later, while safe-haven government bonds 
and the Japanese yen rallied as investors 
sought protection.

“You only have to look at how far the 
main Shanghai index has fallen to see that 
people would probably want some safe-haven 
assets at this point,” said DZ Bank analyst 
Andy Cossor.

China had warned it will take “qualita-
tive” and “quantitative” measures if the U.S. 
government publishes an additional list of 

tariffs on its products.
The trade frictions have unnerved finan-

cial markets, with investors and businesses 
increasingly worried that a full-blown trade 
battle could derail global growth.

“Trump appears to be employing a similar 
tactic he used with North Korea, by bluster-
ing first in order to gain an advantage in 
negotiations,” said Kota Hirayama, senior 
emerging markets economist at SMBC Nikko 
Securities in Tokyo.

“The problem is, such a tactic is unlikely 
to work with China.”

 Great fall of China 
MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pacific 

shares outside Japan .MIAPJ0000PUS fell 
1.9 percent to its lowest since early December. 
The losses had intensified through the day 
as the rout deepened in China.

The Shanghai Composite Index .SSEC 
slumped nearly 5 percent at one point to 
its lowest level since mid-2016, while Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng .HSI shed as much 3 percent 
before ending 2.8 percent down.

China’s economy is already clouded by 
a sharp slowdown in fixed asset investment 
growth due to the government’s deleveraging 
drive, a problematic property sector, a mount-
ing debt burden and rising credit defaults.

Economists at Nomura wrote, “The rising 
risk of a disruptive trade conflict makes a 
bad situation tentatively worse.”

Japan’s Nikkei .N225 lost 1.8 percent, 
South Korea’s KOSPI .KS11 retreated 1.3 
percent while Australian stocks bucked 
the trend and added 0.1 percent, helped by 
a depreciating currency and an overnight 
bounce in commodity prices.

The dollar fell 0.75 percent to 109.715 yen 
JPY= following Trump’s tariff comments. 
The yen is often sought in times of market 
turmoil and political tensions.

It made ground on the euro in early Euro-
pean trading, however, to stand 0.3 percent 
higher at $1.1556 EUR=.

China’s yuan CNY=CFXS skidded to a five-
month low. The Australian dollar AUD=D4, 
often seen as a proxy for China-related trades, 
brushed a one-year low of $0.7381. 

 Eyes on OPEC
With Russia and Saudi Arabia pushing for 

higher output, crude oil markets remained 
volatile ahead of Friday’s OPEC meeting.

Brent crude futures LCOc1 fell 0.8 percent 
to $74.76 a barrel after rallying 2.5 percent 
overnight, while U.S. light crude futures 
retreated 0.9 percent to $65.27.[O/R]

Lower-risk assets gained on the latest 

round of trade threats. Spot gold XAU= 
was up 0.35 percent at $1,282.26 an ounce 
albeit after its sharpest drop in 1-1/2 years 
late last week.

The 10-year U.S. Treasury note yield 
US10YT=RR touched 2.871 percent, its 
lowest since June 1. Most European bond 
yields dropped too, with Germany’s 10-year 
government Bund, the benchmark for the 
region, at a two-week low of 0.363 percent. 
DE10YT=RR

Italian government bonds, which are 
considered less safe and have suffered from 
recent domestic political ructions, sold off, 
with their 10-year yields IT10YT=RR up 3 
bps at 2.59 percent.

But the stress was highest in emerging 
markets, where the average yield on domestic 
currency debt was the highest since March 
2017 and fast approaching 7 percent.

“Escalation (of trade tensions) is a sort of 
impossible thing to forecast, but if it stops at 
this level you have probably created some nice 
risk premia in Asia and emerging markets,” 
said Hans Peterson, global head of asset al-
location at SEB Investment Management.

“So if it doesn’t get worse it is probably 
a buying opportunity.” 

(Source: Reuters)

EU looks into extending import 
controls on Chinese solar panels

UAE gives Ethiopia $1b lifeline to ease 
foreign exchange crisis

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is to de-
posit $1 billion in Ethiopia’s central bank to 
ease the latter’s foreign exchange shortage.

The sum is part of a total of a $3 billion 
aid and investment pledge from the UAE 
to Ethiopia announced Friday. The news 
came as Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan visited 
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed in 
Addis Ababa.

Ethiopia’s foreign exchange shortage is 
due in part to its spending big on infrastruc-
ture projects. The current total left in the 
East African country’s coffers is equivalent 
to less than one month’s worth of imports, 
Reuters has reported.

Over the weekend, Ethiopia and 
neighboring Somalia announced that they 
were investing in four seaports on the Red 
Sea to draw in foreign investment. Abiy and 
Somalian President Mohamed Abdullahi 
Farmajo, speaking in Somalia’s capital 
Mogadishu, issued a joint statement of 
pledges to cooperate on areas including 
infrastructure and visa services, according 
to Reuters.

In April, Abiy said that Ethiopia’s for-
eign exchange shortage could last up to 15 
to 20 years, and that more cooperation with 
the private sector was needed to secure the 
country’s finances.

The Red Sea coastline is strategic because 

it leads to the Suez Canal, which serves as 
a gateway for shipping, moving between 
Eastern and Western markets.

Landlocked Ethiopia is keen to shore 
up its international trade infrastructure; 
for example, taking a stake in the Port of 
Djibouti in May.

The weekend’s news is the latest in a 
slew of reforms coming out of the Ethio-
pian government.

In early June, lawmakers voted to lift 
Ethiopia’s state of emergency two months 
early. This was imposed following the sud-
den resignation of former Prime Minister 
Hailemariam Desalegn in February following 
anti-government protests fueled by ethnic 
tension.

Shortly after, the Ethiopian government 
said it would implement a historic peace deal 
with neighboring Eritrea, formerly a prov-
ince of Ethiopia. The deal, though signed in 
2000, did nothing to end a military standoff 
along the two countries’ borders. Abiy, as 
reported by Reuters, said that Ethiopia and 
Eritrea should work to grow their economic 
and infrastructural ties.

In addition, the government also said 
it would allow private investment in some 
areas of the heavily state-controlled economy, 
including national carrier Ethiopian Airlines 
and the telecoms sector.

(Source: CNBC)

The European Commission is examining 
whether to extend measures to control 
imports of solar panels from China, a move 
that could fuel tensions with Beijing which 
had welcomed plans to phase them out 
in September. 

The Commission is studying a request 
from at least one EU solar panel producer 
to open an “expiry review”, according to 
EU sources familiar with the procedure.

Controls would remain in place for the 
duration of a review — about a year — 
and for longer if the Commission found 
reason to prolong them. The Commission 
should decide whether to conduct a review 
in August.

The European Union extended anti-
dumping and anti-subsidy measures for 
Chinese solar panels, wafers and cells by 
18 months in March 2017, signaling that 
they should then end.

Chinese solar panel makers are allowed 
to sell their products in Europe free of 
duties if they do so at a minimum price 
that has progressively declined. If sold 
for less, they are subject to a duty of up 
to 64.9 percent.

The European Union has faced a deli-
cate balancing act between the interests 
of EU manufacturers and those pressing 
for a reduction in the cost of solar power 
generation.

It has also been concerned about the 
response from Beijing given the two sides 
were on the verge of a trade war over the 

issue in 2013.
EU ProSun, the grouping of EU pro-

ducers that launched the initial complaint 
in 2012, said there were good reasons for 
measures to be prolonged.

The minimum price was approaching 
the international market price, as designed, 
but the latter was a reflection of Chinese 
overcapacity rather than the cost of pro-
duction, it said.

Beijing’s own decision to limit instal-
lations meant Chinese producers had 
some 20-30 gigawatts of excess capacity 
to shift with few markets to sell into after 
tariffs imposed by the United States and 
considered by India, the second and third 
largest markets behind China. The total 
EU market is some 7 gigawatts.

SolarPower Europe, which represents 
those in the solar industry opposed to du-
ties, said it did not see how a phase-out 
would really harm EU producers, given 
the two largest were either closed or in 
liquidation despite the measures.

The two sides dispute whether lower 
costs will spur installations. SolarPower 
Europe referred to Commission and EY 
studies indicating demand could increase 
by up to 30 percent, creating about 45,000 
jobs if the measures were removed.

EU ProSun says lower prices over the 
last five years have not boosted demand, 
which it says is determined by installation 
caps and rules set by individual countries. 

(Source: Reuters)

COMMODITIES

CURRENCIES

STOCK MARKET 

USD 42,4200 rials
EUR 49,169rials

GBP 56,289 rials

AED 11,551 rials

TEDPIX 106504.1
IFX 1213.4

WTI $64.73/b

Brent $74.97/b

OPEC Basket $72.79/b

Gold $1,273.85 /oz

Silver $16.30/oz

Platinium $870.80/oz

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

 Source: mehrnews.com

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

TEHRAN — Major part of foreign share-
holders at Iranian capital market come from 

Europe, Managing Director of Central Securities Deposi-
tory of Iran announced in a press conference on Tuesday.

“Foreign shareholders at Iran’s capital market come 
from 43 countries and Europeans share is the biggest of 
all,” Hossein Fahimi was quoted as saying by IRNA.

“Shareholders from America, France, Germany, Britain, 
Russia, Spain, Switzerland, and Poland are active at Iranian 
capital market presently,” he said.

TEHRAN – Over 90 foreign companies 
are attending the 6th International 

Exhibition of Rail Transportation, Related Industries 
& Equipment of Iran (Iran Rail Expo 2018) which kicked 
off on Tuesday at the Tehran Permanent International 
Fairgrounds.

As reported by IRIB, along with the foreign exhibitors, 
200 Iranian companies are also showcasing their latest 
products and services in this four-day exhibition.

Germany, Britain, Switzerland, France, Italy, Turkey, 
China, Finland, Bangladesh, Belgium, Czech Republic, 
Russia, Ukraine, Australia, Poland, Bulgaria, and Sweden 
are among the countries whose representatives are taking 
part in Iran’s international railway exhibition.

The exhibition covers various areas in railway industry 
including passenger and freight trains and wagons, 
generator wagons, electric locomotives and diesel engines, 
rail transport companies, after-sales service providers, 
repair and insurance services and etc.

TEHRAN — The 28th Annual Conference 
on Monetary and Foreign Exchange Policies 

of Iran, titled Infrastructural Amendments to Reach Monetary 
Stability, was inaugurated on Tuesday at IRIB International 
Conference Center in Tehran, IRIB reported.

Attended by senior bank managers, scholars in money 
and banking as well as academicians, the two-day conference 
revolves around reviewing monetary policies, government’s 
financial structure, insurance and pension funds, amending 
banking system, seeking stability at forex market and the 
capital market, and etc. 
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Europeans 
most foreign 
shareholders of 
Iranian capital 
market

Over 90 foreign 
companies 
participating in 
Iran Rail Expo 
2018

Annual 
monetary, forex 
policies confab 
inaugurated

800MW capacity 
of new power 
plants to come 
online in 2 weeks
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Trade war worries slam China and emerging markets

Tehran hosting Iran’s 12th International Energy Conference 

Trump reportedly told Apple’s 
Tim Cook that iPhones will be 
spared from China tariffs
President Donald Trump told Apple Chief Executive Tim 
Cook that the U.S. government would not levy tariffs on 
iPhones assembled in China, the New York Times reported 
on Monday, citing a source familiar with the negotiations.

The newspaper reported that Cook traveled to the White 
House last month to warn Trump of the potentially adverse 
effects of Trump’s trade policies on Apple in China but did 
not specify precisely when Trump made the commitment 
to Cook. Apple and the White House were not immediately 
available for comment.

A list of tariffs proposed in April largely excluded con-
sumer electronics. But last week, Trump unveiled a revised 
list that included several categories of chips, raising fears 
that tariffs could impact the U.S. technology sector.

(Source: CNBC)

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan (L) meets Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed (R) at National Palace in Addis Ababa in Ethiopia.
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The first consignment of the national rail track, manufac-
tured in Esfahan Steel Company (ESCO) was delivered to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways in a special ceremony 
on the occasion of Eid al-Fitr, marking the end of fasting 
month of Ramadan, in the presence of senior officials of 
Railways Company in Isfahan Province. 

With the delivery of domestically-manufactured rail tracks 
to the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways, Iran officially joined 
the world’s largest rail manufacturing countries.   

The consignment contained 500 tons of U33 rail tracks 
which have been manufactured according to the latest Euro-
pean standards including engineering standards EN13674.  

A French railroad company named “BUREAU VERITAS” 
has been observing the whole process of the production and 
tested the quality of the rails.

 Delivery of 1st Domestic Rail Track, a Promis-
ing News to Remove Major Concern of IRI Railways 

Director General of Esfahan Railway Company Seyed 
Reza Sadat Hosseini was the first speaker in this prestigious 
ceremony who said, “the delivery of the first consignment 
of the national rail track is a promising news that Iran can 
meet its domestic demands in the near future.”

Sadat Hosseini added that according to the country’s 
6th Five-Year Socioeconomic and Cultural Development 
Plan, the nationwide railway network should reach 25,000 
kilometers, and each 10km requires 500 tons of rail tracks, 
which indicates Iran’s need for a high volume of rail tracks.

 Quality of Domestically-Manufactured Rail 
Track Is Determined after Installation 

The Director General of Esfahan Steel Company (ESCO) 
Mansoor Yazdizadeh was the next speaker who said, “this 
giant industrial and production complex moved towards 
attaining self-sufficiency in manufacturing quality rail tracks 
in the current year named after “Supporting Iranian Prod-
ucts” as reiterated by the Leader of the Islamic Revolution.” 

Development of rail transportation is one of the basic 
needs of the country and in this regard, supply of quality 
rail is of strategic importance, he maintained. 

In the current situation that the country is facing severe 
and cruel sanctions imposed by the United States, supplying 
rail track in the country is very important step to develop 
rail transportation, he maintained. 

Quality plays an important role in manufacturing rail, he 
said, adding, “for this reason, Esfahan Steel Company (ESCO) 

has had special sensitivity on manufacturing high-quality 
steel products since its establishment.”

Given the above issue, any product manufactured in this 
industrial and production complex has been turned into a 
‘brand’, so that customers highly welcome the quality of steel 
produced in Esfahan Steel Company, Yazdizadeh added. 

 Manufacturing Rail Track in Country 
According to European Standards 

Elsewhere in his remarks, CEO of the company said, 
“gaining customers satisfaction is of paramount importance 
to us, therefore, the company manufactured quality rail 
according to the latest European EN13674 standard in a 
way that French BUREAU VERITAS Company confirmed 
high quality of these products.”

Beam and round bar manufactured by Esfahan Steel 
Company (ESCO) has high quality which is exported to 
European countries, he added.

Rail production according to the latest European standard 
was very complicated and difficult, he said, adding, “despite 
all difficulties facing ahead, the company managed to produce 
high-quality rail track in line with attaining self-sufficiency in 
the country, no need to import this product into the country.”

With manufacturing 400,000 tons of rail per annum, 
the company is able to meet rail demands of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Railways, so that its surplus products will 
be exported to other countries, he concluded.

 Domestic Production of Rail, a Giant Stride 
in Line with Booming and Attaining Self-Suffi-

ciency in Country 
Ardashir Afzali Deputy CEO of Esfahan Steel Compa-

ny (ESCO) for Operation Affairs was the last speaker who 
said, “manufacturing quality rail is a giant stride in line 
with booming the company and attaining self-sufficiency 
in the country.”

In rail manufacturing workshop of the company, which 
is called ‘Rolling Mill No. 650’, it is possible to produce 
beam irons numbers H30 and IPE500, he said, adding, 
“the beam iron No. H30 manufactured by the company 
has an important role in promoting construction industry 
of the country.”

The company’s Iron Beam No. IPE500 will be manufac-
tured in the company in the very near future, he observed.

The company is equipped with one of the most advanced 
and sophisticated Quality Control (QC) systems, he said, 
adding, “the rail manufactured in Esfahan Steel Company 
(ESCO) has passed UT, rigidity tests as well as other necessary 
parameters, observing requirements of EN13674 standards.”

In the end, the deputy CEO of ESCO said, “as a matter of 
fact, this product, as mentioned in above, has been manu-
factured according to the world’s most modern standards 
and technologies.”

Ahead of a meeting with Saudi Arabia and 
other producers, Russia already plans to in-
crease oil exports, its July-September sched-
ule shows, which coupled with increasing 
refinery runs suggests Moscow is gearing 
up to raise production.

OPEC and non-OPEC producers are 
scheduled to meet on June 22-23 in Vienna 
to discuss a possible increase in output after 

more than a year and a half of coordinated 
cuts which have taken 1.8 million barrels 
per day (bpd) out of the market.

Those cuts, led by Saudi Arabia and Russia, 
having helped slash global oversupply and 
raised prices by almost $20 a barrel, but 
there are now calls, from Russia’s energy 
minister Alexander Novak and others, that 
the deal be re-examined.

Crude exports and transit from Russia 
is expected to rise to 63.34 million tons in 
the July-September quarter from 62.45 mil-
lion planned for April-June, Russia’s export 
schedule shows.

That works out to an increase of around 
20,000 bpd - not significant in itself - but 
comes alongside plans by Russian refiners 
to raise third-quarter throughput by 2.2 mil-

lion tons versus the second quarter, energy 
ministry forecasts show.

Raising both would typically require a 
production increase.

Under the deal among OPEC and non-
OPEC producers, Russia agreed to cut pro-
duction by 300,000 bpd compared to its 
output in October 2016.

(Source: Reuters)

1st Rail Track Consignment of ESCO Delivered to I.R.I Railways 

Oil falls on spiraling 
U.S.-China trade dispute, 
rising output 
Oil prices fell nearly one percent on Tuesday as an escalating 
trade dispute between the United States and China triggered 
sharp selloffs in many global markets.

Crude was also weighed down by expectations that 
producer cartel OPEC and key ally Russia will gradually 
increase output.

The United States and China are threatening punitive 
tariffs on each other’s exports, which could include oil 
supplies, putting pressure on shares markets.

Brent crude futures were at $74.69 per barrel at 0646 
GMT, down 65 cents, or 0.9 percent, from their last close.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude futures were 
at $65.24 a barrel, down 61 cents, or 0.9 percent.

Oil traders are closely watching a threat by China to 
react to U.S. tariffs by putting a 25 percent duty on U.S. 
crude oil imports, which have been surging since 2017 to 
a value of almost $1 billion per month.

“The tariff war between the U.S. and China is showing 
signs of escalating,” said Sukrit Vijayakar, director of energy 
oil consultancy Trifecta.

“China recently hinted that it may levy tariffs on (U.S.) 
crude imports as well. This could make a huge dent in the 
U.S. bid to export oil,” he added.

Energy consultancy Wood Mackenzie said the United 
States “would find it hard to find an alternative market that 
is as big as China”. It said China takes around 20 percent 
of all U.S. crude exports.

 OPEC, Russian supply to rise?
The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) together with a group of non-OPEC producers 
including Russia started withholding oil supplies in 2017 
to prop up prices.

Following a sharp increase in crude prices from their 
sub-$30 per barrel lows in 2016, the group on June 22 will 
meet in Vienna to discuss forward policy.

Greg McKenna, chief market strategist at futures brokerage 
AxiTrader said there would likely be oil price volatility in 
the week ahead of the meeting.

“OPEC is fractured or fracturing,” McKenna said, as Iran, 
Venezuela, and Iraq “seek to veto the production increase”.

“We could be seeing the long-term relationship between 
the Saudis and Russia pushing OPEC into second place,” 
he added.

Rob Thummel, managing director at asset management 
firm Tortoise said he “would recommend a small increase 
in production ... (as) the global oil market is potentially 
vulnerable to an oil price spike” due to low inventories.

“We believe that OPEC will act like a central bank going 
forward, raising and lowering production as necessary with 
an objective of keeping global oil inventories at normal, 
5-year levels,” Thummel said.

(Source: Reuters)

Russia’s oil export, refinery plans point to increase in output 
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International concern about Italy’s new populist gov-
ernment has mostly focused on the challenge its plans 
for huge tax cuts and spending hikes might pose to the 
EU’s budget rules, and the risk it might even leave the 
euro altogether.

But the refusal by the interior minister, Matteo Salvini, 
last weekend to allow the Aquarius rescue ship carrying 
629 migrants to dock in any Italian port makes it clear 
that the country’s first big clash with the bloc will not be 
over the common currency, but migration. 

The Italian finance minister, Giovanni Tria, sought last 
weekend to reassure investors and EU officials, saying 
the coalition of the anti-establishment Five Star Move-
ment and far-right League intended to stay in the euro 
and would “avoid creating the market conditions” for 
an involuntary exit. 

Matteo Salvini, the new interior minister and leader of 
the far-right League, was less emollient. “France pushes 
people back at the border, Spain defends its frontier with 
weapons,” he said, announcing that Italy’s ports were 
closed to the Aquarius. 

“From today, Italy is also starting to say no to hu-
man trafficking, no to the business of illegal immigra-
tion,” Salvini – who campaigned on a pledge to round 
up and deport 500,000 migrants living illegally in 
Italy – added.

His intransigence, the first real evidence of the new 
government’s promised hardline stance, risks precipitat-
ing a full-blown crisis over EU asylum reforms, which 
the bloc has been trying to overhaul without success for 
the past two years.

Talks in Luxembourg aimed at establishing refugee 
quotas and a common system for member states to share 
responsibility for asylum-seekers ended in deadlock last 
week, with ministers pessimistic that any agreement can 
be reached by their self-imposed deadline of the next 
Brussels summit at the end of this month. 

Salvini, who declared last week that he would not 
allow Italy to become “Europe’s refugee camp”, did not 
attend the meeting and has already dismissed the latest 
EU proposals as not doing enough to help Italy.

In an unusually outspoken intervention, Angela Merkel 
warned of the consequences of failing to reach an accord. 
“If we are unable to come up with a common response 
to the migration challenges, the very foundations of the 
EU will be at stake,” the German chancellor said. “Action 
is really needed.”

Belgium’s interior minister, Theo Francken, said 
Europe “will end” unless member states could agree 
a joint approach. “At the moment, there is totally no 
consensus,” he said last week.

With xenophobia on the rise across the continent and 
hard-right, anti-immigration parties either in govern-
ment or riding high in the polls in countries as diverse as 
Italy, Hungary, Germany, Poland, Austria and Sweden, 
immigration has become an issue of existential impor-
tance for the bloc.

Member states remain hopelessly divided over burden-
sharing plans proposed by Brussels intended to ward off 
any repeat of the 2015-16 migration crisis.

Under current rules, refugees must claim asylum in 
the country in which they first enter the bloc – leaving 
so-called frontline states like Italy, Greece and Spain 
complaining, justifiably, that they are shouldering an 
unfair share of new arrivals. 

Wealthier destination countries like Germany, France 
and the Netherlands, meanwhile, argue they are already 
hosting enough people who have moved northward, and 
hardline central European nations including Hungary 
and Poland have rejected out of hand all refugee quota 
schemes.

Faced with deadlock, Europe’s capitals are exploring 
alternatives. Germany has announced unilateral plans 
to tighten its asylum system. Austria has promised a 
“revolution” – abandoning quotas, tightening external 
border controls, and processing asylum claims outside 
the bloc – if no consensus can be found.

The coalition government in Vienna – which includes 
the far-right Freedom party – is also working informally 
with Denmark and the Netherlands on controversial 
plans to set up camps for rejected asylum seekers in 
countries outside the EU. 

As fears mount that migrant flows – down sharply since 
2016 after deals were struck with Turkey and Libya – may 
be about to rise once more, an EU-wide consensus was 
already looking difficult to achieve. Salvini’s intervention 
is unlikely to make it any easier.

(Source: The Guardian)

Italy’s coalition on collision course with EU after migration standoff 
Matteo Salvini’s hardline stance risks sparking crisis over EU asylum reforms

Salvini, who declared 
last week that he would 

not allow Italy to become 
“Europe’s refugee camp”, 
did not attend the meeting 
and has already dismissed 
the latest EU proposals as 
not doing enough to help 

Italy.

How Turkey’s currency 
turmoil could affect its 
struggling economy

The Turkish lira has dropped more than 15 per cent this year 
against the U.S. dollar, and the government is doing all it 
can to stem the flow. Turkey’s central bank just raised the 
country’s main interest rate by 1.25 percentage points (to 
17.75 per cent) in a bid to stabilize the lira and halt surging 
inflation. This follows an emergency rate rise on May 23 of 
three percentage points.

With elections on the horizon, this is a trying time for the 
Turkish economy – despite the fact that the country’s GDP 
grew by an impressive 7.4 per cent in 2017. So what’s going on?

There are two sets of troubles facing Turkey at present. 
The first arises from a change in international financial mar-
kets and the second from domestic politics. With domestic 
economic conditions also deteriorating steadily, the overlap-
ping of these two new sets of difficulties poses a formidable 
challenge to Turkey’s policymakers, unlike any other since 
the early 2000s.

The post-2009 global financial crisis period brought happy 
days for emerging market countries such as Turkey. The dra-
matic fall in interest rates in the U.S., UK and eurozone, in 
response to the crisis, pushed substantial amounts of capital 
into emerging economies in search of higher yields.

Such low – near zero – interest rates in the developed 
world remained in place for much longer than expected, al-
lowing the emerging market bonanza to go on for a long time.

That era of easy money is now drawing to a close, with the 
sharply rising U.S. interest rate, on the back of the strength-
ening global economy, reversing the flow of capital back into 
developed countries.

Naturally, the greater an economy’s reliance on external 
finance, the worse the consequences of money leaving the 
country. So Turkey, with its substantial current account 
deficit and need for external finance, has been one of the 
most vulnerable economies to the tightening in international 
financial markets.

The second source of Turkey’s current headaches are political 
and snap elections were announced on April 18, to take place 
on June 24. This signifies far more than just another set of 
elections. They represent a watershed moment – for the first 
time the electorate will be voting for an executive president.

This follows a referendum in 2017 in which the elector-
ate voted, by a small margin, to end the country’s current 
parliamentary system in favor of a presidential regime. The 
new regime will be a specially tailored one, with a president 
armed with extraordinary powers.

Given the scale of the proposed change in the form of 
government, the uncertainty arising from the upcoming 
elections is substantial and has wide-ranging implications. 
With so much at stake at the polls, the government has put 
in place an enormous election package, further worsening 
public finances.

It is a well-known principle in financial markets that the 
greater a borrower’s financing needs, the greater the pre-
mium – interest rates – required in securing funds. When 
combined with heightened political risk, particularly relevant 
in international borrowing, the outcome is that borrowing 
becomes even more costly. Hence, Turkey has been offering 
substantial interest rates to its lenders for some time now.

It is therefore not surprising that the Turkish lira plunged 
to its lowest ever value against the dollar in May, following the 
president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s comments that “interest 
rates are the mother and father of all evil”, and that “he would 
take a more prominent role in monetary policy making” if 
elected on June 24.

The president also stated his long-held view that “interest 
rates should be reduced rather than raised to fight inflation” 
– which is currently running at 12 per cent.

The central bank has acted to control the damage, with two 
sets of interest rate rises in as many weeks. But Turkey’s chal-
lenges extend well beyond 
the currency markets. The 
country has been living 
under state of emergency 
laws since the coup at-
tempt in July 2016. This 
allows the president to 
rule by decree and bypass 
parliament.

Meanwhile, the Turk-
ish economy has weak-
ened. The solid growth of 
2017 followed a massive 
stimulus, which is clearly 
unsustainable. There is 
now widespread evidence 
that the cheap credit that 
flew in when the going 
was good did not flow 
to productive uses. At 
the same time, it massively raised the foreign currency debt 
burden of the private sector, making the country increasingly 
vulnerable to currency depreciation.

Most importantly, the make up of the new regime – in 
which the president is expected to be the dominant force – 
raises serious questions about the separation of power, the 
rule of law and the independence of the country’s institutions.

The excessive volatility in the currency markets, which 
followed the president’s threat to interfere with central bank 
independence, clearly shows that the price of a one-man rule 
may just be too high for the country to pay.

(Source: Independent)

After months of keeping a low profile, 
following the unexpected resignation of 
Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri and 
his ambiguous stay in Riyadh in November, 
Saudi Arabia is attempting yet again to 
intervene in Lebanese politics.

Longstanding relations between Lebanon 
and Saudi Arabia suffered a serious blow 
following Hariri’s surprise resignation while 
in Riyadh in November and the imposi-
tion of restrictions on the movement and 
freedom of the Lebanese prime minister 
in Saudi Arabia.

A dramatic episode
The wounds caused by this dramatic 

episode have yet to heal, particularly among 
certain groups of Lebanese Sunnis. Since 
then, Saudi policy in Lebanon has been a 
series of blunders and mishaps.

A few days after Hariri’s release, follow-
ing a French diplomatic intervention under 
the initiative of Emmanuel Macron, the 
kingdom dispatched Walid al-Yaacoub as 
ambassador to Lebanon. The diplomat pre-
sented his credentials to President Michel 
Aoun on 3 January.

However, a few weeks later, he disap-
peared from the scene, and was replaced 
by the chargé d’affaires, Walid al-Bukhari.

Thamer al-Sabhan, the Saudi minister of 
state for Persian Gulf affairs, was another 
persona non grata in Lebanon. Notorious for 
making incendiary and threatening tweets 
against Hezbollah and Lebanese leaders, 
this special police force general, promoted 
to the rank of minister by Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman, was a character 
either courted or hated by the Lebanese 
political class.

Said to be behind the surprise resigna-
tion of Hariri, Sabhan was held responsi-
ble for the political and diplomatic fiasco 
at any rate, and was duly removed from 
Lebanese affairs.

Following the Hariri resignation inci-
dent, Saudi Arabia adopted an unusually 
low profile regarding Lebanon. The Saudi 
press stopped showing an interest in the 
country, while, at the same time, the viru-
lent rants against President Aoun and his 
minister of foreign affairs, Gebran Bassil, 
ceased. The tone was one of indifference.

“Lebanese-Saudi relations are no longer 
that clear-cut, due to changes within the 
kingdom by MBS [Mohammed bin Salman]. 
Confusion prevails,” said Sarkis Abi Zeid, 
editor of Tahawolat magazine.

The Saudi agenda 
It was only in the run-up to the legislative 

elections, which took place on 6 May, that 
Lebanon began to once again show up on 
the Saudi agenda. A royal emissary, Nizar 
Alaoula, landed in Beirut in February and 
began making a frenzied round of visits 

to Lebanese political figures and parties.
A politician close to Hezbollah told MEE 

that Alaoula had tried, in vain, to resurrect 
the former anti-Syrian and anti-Iranian 
March 14 alliance. Faced with the refusal 
of the Druze leader, Walid Jumblatt, and 
of Saad Hariri, as well as the reticence of 
many other Lebanese personalities, the 
royal emissary gave up. The prime minister 
was then “summoned to Saudi Arabia,” the 
same source told us.

The head of the Lebanese government 
was received by King Salman on 28 Febru-
ary and by the crown prince immediately 
afterwards.

No one knows for sure what was said 
during Hariri’s first visit to the Saudi capi-
tal since the humiliation inflicted on him 
four months earlier, but speculation is 
rampant in political and media circles 
across Lebanon.

However, the upshot of the visit was 
evidenced in last-minute program changes 
that occurred a month before the elections: 
Saad Hariri did not join Gebran Bassil’s 
Free Patriotic Movement (FPM) in most 
districts as he had originally planned.

“The Saudis pressured Hariri not to get 
involved in the process of isolation of the 
Lebanese Forces [LF], the other Christian 
party close to Saudi Arabia,” explains Abi 

Zeid. The LF, fiercely hostile to pro-Iranian 
Hezbollah, managed to double the size of 
its parliamentary bloc, from eight to 15 
members, in a 128-member house.

Other sources who have requested ano-
nymity claim that Saudi Arabia provided 
substantial financial support to Hariri in 
return for adjusting his electoral alliances.

However, the kingdom denies having 
interfered in the Lebanese elections. During 
a fast-breaking meal on 19 May, to which a 
large number of political figures were invited, 
Alaoula declared that Riyadh would not 
comment on the Lebanese political process.

’Unprecedented’ interference
These words did not convince Hezbollah. 

Sheikh Nabil Qaouk, a member of Hezbol-
lah’s central council, accused Saudi Arabia 
of “interfering in the legislative process 
through candidacies, list forming, vote 
buying and even party organization”.

“Saudi interference in Lebanese affairs 
has reached an unprecedented level. Riyadh 
is now working to form a parliamentary 
bloc to confront the Resistance, to tighten 
the stranglehold around it and to weaken 
it,” he added.

For Abi Zeid, Saudi interference has also 
taken the form of economic pressure and 
sanctions. In this context, on 16 May, the 
U.S. Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign 

Assets Control, in cooperation with Saudi 
Arabia and several Persian Gulf countries, 
added Hezbollah Secretary-General Hassan 
Nasrallah, a leading deputy of Sheikh Naim 
Qassem’s party, and nine other political 
leaders to its list of “terrorists”.

But the most significant indication of 
Saudi interference was the surprise resig-
nation of Saad Hariri’s chief of staff, his 
cousin Nader Hariri. Nader Hariri was the 
architect of the rapprochement between the 
prime minister and the president, which 
allowed the latter to be elected president of 
the republic and the former to return to the 
head of the government. Nader Hariri was 
not a favorite with the entourage of MBS.

The prime minister also dismissed an-
other personality who does not enjoy the 
graces of Riyadh: his interior minister, and 
close consort, Nouhad Machnouk. Hariri 
had to resort to subterfuge to get rid of 
this cumbersome supporter by prohibiting 
the accumulation of mandates between the 
legislative body and the ministry.

“Hariri gave in to Saudi pressure by 
removing from his inner circle members 
seen by Riyadh in an unfavorable light,” 
concludes Abi Zeid.

Regional tensions
Another worrying signal for those who 

fear Saudi Arabia’s comeback in Lebanon 
was Saad Hariri’s visit to Riyadh just three 
days after he his re-election as head of 
government. His visit, which took place 
in complete secrecy, lasted five days and few 
details filtered through to the press about 
who he met with and the content of the 
interviews conducted in the Saudi capital.

For Qaouq, there is no doubt that the 
objective of the Saudi leaders was to con-
vince the prime minister not to include 
members of Hezbollah in his government.

“The Saudi regime is far too weak to 
prevent us from being represented in govern-
ment by competent ministers. Hezbollah’s 
presence in the new government cabinet 
will be strong, efficient and influential,” 
said Hezbollah’s central council member. 
On 3 June, Qaouq claimed yet again that 
Saudi Arabia’s interference in [Lebanon’s] 
parliamentary elections and government 
formation was “shameful and suspicious”.

Sarkis Abi Zeid believes that the Saudis’ 
goal is not to prevent the appointment of 
Hezbollah ministers - a goal he considers 
impossible to achieve. “They want to protect 
the presence of the Lebanese Forces (LF), 
their strongest ally at this juncture, in the 
executive branch,” the analyst claims.

Whether excluding Hezbollah or pro-
tecting the Lebanese Forces, Saudi Arabia’s 
interference marks a return to Lebanon in 
a context of rising regional tensions with 
Iran and an upsurge in Israeli military 
activity in Syria.

(Source: Middle East Eye)

Saudi Arabia attempts a 
political comeback in Lebanon

Saudi Arabia’s interference in [Lebanon’s] 
parliamentary elections and government 

formation was “shameful and suspicious”.

The country’s 
challenges 

extend well 
beyond the 

currency 
markets: the 

population has 
been living 

under state of 
emergency laws 

since the coup 
attempt in July 

2016.

After the fiasco of the forced resignation of Saad Hariri, Saudi Arabia stepped 
back but now is pushing hard to keep its allies in government
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Taliban accepts Afghan government’s ceasefire: sparking peace or false hopes? 

Trump is a false populist: Pillar

U.S. and European Troika’s 
bargain over JCPOA

ANALYSIS & INTERVIEW

TEHRAN (FNA) — As if U.S. and UK 
forces were not enough, now French Spe-
cial Forces are also helping the Saudis 
and Emiratis to destroy as many lives 
as possible in the besieged port city of 
Hodeidah in Yemen.

Ignoring international aid groups’ 
warnings that the attack on the city, which 
is under the control of Ansarullah resist-
ance fighters (Houthis), could exacerbate 
hunger in an impoverished and war-torn 
nation already on the brink of famine, the 
French forces are helping the Saudi-led 
U.S.-backed coalition forces to continue 
the assault on the Red Sea port city.

To that end, French newspaper Le Figa-
ro is reporting that French Special Forces 
have been deployed to Yemen. The troops 
are said to be present with Emirati troops 
on the ground. It is interesting, however, 
that French officials have been making 
many statements denying involvement 
in the fighting, when it turns out they 
do have ground troops active in Yemen, 
embedded with the Emiratis, themselves 
top coalition members.

This mirrors similar denials from the 
Pentagon that the U.S. is participating in 
the war, when U.S. troops are operating 
along the border and the U.S. and UK 
are helping the Saudis select targets to 

bomb. This is likely because the Yemen 
war is illegal and wildly unpopular inter-
nationally, and Western governments are 
desperate to avoid complicity in Saudi 
human rights violations and war crimes. 
At the same time, Western governments 
seem unable to resist the allure of joining 
the Saudi-led war, and selling the Saudis 
and Emiratis billions in arms.

Sadly, this greed has created the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis, with the United 
Nations estimating that 22 million people - 
three-quarters of the country’s population 
- urgently need humanitarian aid. But aid 
groups have seen their worst fears realized 
this week in Hodeidah - the entry point 
for 70 to 80 percent of the food, medicine 
and aid supplies entering Yemen.

It’s interesting to note that more than 
a dozen former White House and State 
Department officials, humanitarian leaders, 
and Yemen experts, have already charac-
terized the offensive as a major failure by 
the U.S. to restrain its coalition partners, 
who are largely dependent on American 
weapons, intelligence and logistical sup-
port. These sources say the attack is a sign 
that the U.S. is allowing Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE to drive America’s failed policy 
decisions in Yemen.

A- The resistance fighters have already 

faced six rounds of conflict with Saudi 
and its proxy forces and they survived, 
even repelled many other military incur-
sions. The battle of Hodeidah is not any 
different. The Saudis and Emiratis and 
their allies have lost the moral ground to 
handle the complex ground. The fighting 
is yet another huge debacle for the hapless 
Saudi army and allies.

B- Getting ground troops into the city 
is a big problem for the invading forces, 

as Ansarullah forces have blockaded the 
main road into the city, effectively prevent-
ing vehicles from entering. This means 
the ground invasion is largely going to 
have to be on foot, as the resistance has 
managed to prevent naval landings near 
the city as well.

C- A protracted battle in the city will 
add to the humanitarian disaster, as an 
estimated 250,000 people remain within 
the city. Moreover, while ships are still 

able to access the port itself, it’s not going 
to be easy to transport that aid elsewhere 
across northern Yemen with heavy fighting 
around the outskirts.

D- It is not all doom and gloom. The 
city’s spirit has not been broken. Despite 
the events of these past few days, there has 
been a strong form of resilience among the 
city’s residents. They are even watching 
the World Cup games in the parks to es-
cape from the heat of their homes, even 
as the Saudi shelling goes on. People are 
cooperating fully with the resistance army 
and popular committees. This is while 
displacement so far has been restricted to 
the areas on the outskirts of the city that 
have been under constant bombardment.

E- What civilians fear most is the 
possibility that the port would be closed 
or come under siege. There is talk that 
if that happens, then the humanitarian 
aid - food and fuel - will not be able to 
make their way in. This is the main reason 
why the United Nations is calling on the 
U.S.-backed Saudi-led coalition to stop 
the fighting.

F- It’s a waste of time for the Saudis and 
their Western allies to argue that taking 
the town will put political pressure on 
Ansarullah and enable the free flow of 
humanitarian aid through the port. They 

did promise that at the beginning of the 
war. Three years later, none of those 
promises have panned out. Even if an-
yone sees the assault on Hodeidah as a 
military success, he or she should know 
that the offensive is devastating to Yemeni 
civilians. The resistance front will live to 
fight another day.

G- Rather than preventing the offensive 
and giving peace a chance, the U.S., UK and 
French governments have joined forces 
and given Saudi Arabia and the UAE the 
green light to potentially kill hundreds 
of thousands of people with no political 
strategy or end goal. This makes them 
complicit in Saudi-Emirati war crimes 
in Hodeidah.

Wishful thinking is one thing, and 
reality another. French support for the 
Saudi debacle will only escalate the con-
flict, heightening the Saudis’ feelings of 
impunity and condemning Yemenis to 
endless war and increasing hardship. As 
maintained by the United Nations, the best 
way forward is for the Saudi coalition to 
“give peace a chance”. Put more bluntly, 
the battle of Hodeidah will not rout the 
Ansarullah fighters as the nation defend-
ers, much less bring the resistance front 
to the negotiating table. If this is true, no 
amount of wishful thinking will change it.

1        Some political experts who are aware of the internal 
affairs of the Taliban also announced that the Taliban›s move is 
indicative of the fact that the group did not just think of war, but 
also of peace. Secondly, the Taliban have not fully responded to 
the Afghan government’s request. Instead of suggested 8 days 
of ceasefire, the Taliban took 3 days. Third, the Taliban›s move 
is to send a kind of good-faith message to Washington that the 
group is about to negotiate with the Afghan government if the 
U.S. forces decide to leave Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, Pakistani sources announced that the Taliban›s 
unexpected ceasefire was the result of a joint U.S.-Pakistani effort.

Lisa Curtis, a deputy assistant to U.S. President Donald 
Trump and senior director for South and Central Asia at the 
National Security Council, has explained the U.S. is pursuing 

“multiple lines of effort” to promote Afghan peace. At a seminar 
Thursday in Washington, she said an important component of the 
effort is to ensure that Pakistan plays “a constructive role” in it.

“We have asked for Pakistan’s assistance in facilitating a 
peace process and we have sought to understand Pakistan’s 
own core security concerns and ensure that its interests are 
taken into account in any peace process,” Curtis said, while 
speaking at the U.S. Institute of Peace.

«In support of the Afghan government›s initiative, NATO›s 
Resolute Support Mission and U.S. forces in Afghanistan will 
respect the ceasefire, as it applies to the Taliban,» said U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. If the insurgents do not attack 
them, there won’t be a strike by the international forces, he added.

Four months ago, the Afghan government administration 

offered the most tempting peace plan to the Taliban. Based 
on the scheme, talks will be held unconditional, the Taliban 
will be recognized as a political group, prisoners of the group 
will be released and Taliban leaders will be removed from 
the UN blacklist. The Taliban›s response was that Kabul 
was actually trying to surrender in an “excuse for peace”. 
Mohammad Karim Khalili, the current chairman of the Af-
ghan High Peace Council said peace was not to surrender 
to the Taliban.

At the end of the ceasefire period, it will be clear who took 
advantage of the opportunity for a lasting peace. Although 
it is expected that the Afghan government will tend to pro-
long the cease-fire, the same tendency won’t hold true for 
the Taliban.

1         If we think of Trump as a Republican, 
what is his idea of which spectrum is closer to 
this party (T-party, Neoconservatives or Tra-
ditional Republicans)?

A: He cannot be categorized.  He will get 
labels put on him at the end of his term de-
pending on where is very inconsistent policies 
and actions happen to take him.  If he gets 
the United States involved in another Middle 
East war, for example, people will call him a 

neoconservative.
 Is Trump›s protective approach to the 

economy or his special emphasis on «Amer-
ican values» can be a sign of his influence on 
a particular economic and political school 
(thought)?

A: Other than favoring his own (i.e., up-
per) economic bracket when it comes to things 
such as taxes, none of his policies are  coherent 
enough to be described as representing a specific 

school of economic and political thought.  The 
protectionism regarding trade and tariffs is just 
one more reflection of false-populist campaign 
themes, not anything that has been well thought 
out regarding the economics. 

 Is the election of Trump as the president 
of the United States in 2016, a symbol of Amer-
ican citizenship tendency towards populism? 
Otherwise, how can such a phenomenon be 
interpreted?

A: His election was a sign that populist 
themes have become more popular among 
the American electorate.  But Trump is a false 
populist; he speaks the themes without im-
plementing true populist policies, at least on 
many economic matters such as taxes.  One 
interesting question is whether most of the 
voters who supported him thinking he was 
a populist will have figured out by the next 
election that he isn›t one.  

1       Although Western media and senior U.S. and European 
officials had intended to conceal «the hidden deals» over the 
JCPOA and its relation with the above conflict, until the White 
House officially announced the decision to impose tariffs on 
steel and aluminum. But now this connection is publicly dis-
cussed by Western sources. Bloomberg writes in this regard:

“Trump’s hope seems to be that the threat of tariffs gives him 
leverage to get the cooperation he wants on European defense 
spending and sanctions on Iran. U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin recently told CNBC, the U.S. cable news network, that 
President Trump would factor military contributions to NATO 
into the application of a 25 percent tax on imported steel and 
10 percent on aluminum.”

It continues: “The implication was that the U.S. would climb 
down from its threat to impose steel and aluminum tariffs so 
long as EU countries keep their promises, made at the 2014 
NATO Summit in Wales, to increase their defense spending to 
2 percent of GDP. Since Trump is also threatening the EU with 
tariffs on imported cars, he might be willing to bargain those 
away too for more European defense spending.”

The United States are playing a simple game with the Unit-
ed Europe! In this way, Donald Trump seeks to «manage the 
international behavior» of the EU leaders. In this equation, 
Trump don’t care the least for «Macron’s loud shouts» and 
«Merkel›s threat”! The President of the United States has set 
up a new deal before his European allies. With this measure, 
Trump increases his popularity with his supporters (who ad-
vocate protectionist policies) and, on the other hand, decreases 
the European Union maneuverability over issues such as the 
JCPOA and NATO’s military budget. Although European au-
thorities have pretended to be «shocked» by Trump’s decision, 
the reality is something else:

During the visit of German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
French President Emmanuel Macron to the United States, 
Trump informed the two European politicians about his two 
important decisions, namely his government «withdrawal from 
the nuclear deal» and «the introduction of tariffs on steel and 
aluminum». Following the U.S. official pull out of the JCPOA, 
tense and secret discussions began between the U.S. Depart-
ment of State and European diplomats was on these two issues; 
negotiations that despite Trump’s announcement to impose 
tariffs on imported steel and aluminum are continued. In other 
words, Trump’s recent move is neither the «beginning» nor 
the «end» of an economic and diplomatic process with the 
European authorities, but the middle of the two. From now on, 
European and American diplomats will continue their intensive 

talks on two issues: “JCPOA» and «imposition of tariffs». In 
their negotiations, both issues are to be discussed together 
and “in the same package”. Obviously, in this equation, we 
shouldn’t be waiting for» Europe’s firm resistance against the 
United States «!

The «conservatism of the European authorities» and «the 
European troika’s inclination to surrender to Washington» 
were two components that let Trump announce his recent 
economic decision. If the president of the United States and 
his companions expected the least «resistance» by Europe, 
they would not basically make such a decision. Trump›s recent 
decision, more than being a measure for fulfilling his electoral 
promises, confirms the low level of «European authority» in 
the international system. This indicates that even before his 
“key allies”, Trump is willing to make use of the White House›s 
«punishing power», and that «encouragement» and «persua-
sion» don’t play any roles in his decisions in the field of foreign 
policy and economics. 

Finally, the transatlantic trade dispute is considered a warning 
for the survival of the JCPOA. «Beyond the artificial protests 
we are witnessing, Europe is preparing for holding talks with 
the Americans. Obviously, under such circumstances, counting 
on the Europeans for salvaging the JCPOA is but a strategic 
mistake. Undoubtedly, in the coming days, European officials 
will formally announce that there is no connection between 
the two issues of «negotiations with the United States over the 
imposed tariffs» and «negotiations regarding the JCPOA», but 
this claim is certainly in contradiction with the “once a secret” 
U.S.-EU negotiations.

Battle of Hodeidah: Wishful thinking is one 
thing, and reality another
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National Iranian
Drilling CompanySecond  Announcement

تهران تایمز نوبت اول 97/03/29نوبت دوم 97/03/30   

Brief discription of subject:
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran  hereby intends to purchase its requirements from 
qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender (compressed) upon following terms and conditions:
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:
The evaluation is based on  article ( J ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets qualitative evaluation 
inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.
B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:
In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to account number  4001114004020491 in central bank  of Islamic Republic 
of Iran under the title of “centralized income funds” of National Iranian Drilling Company  and providing the  original deposit receipt.
Reciving of documents:
Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum 10 days after the date of second publication in 
person at the following address: Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign
Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN
Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment department in due date and 
participates in tenderwill be known as tenderer from tender committee.
C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evaluating:
Tenderers shall submit simultaneuosly envelopes of bids including bank guarantees(A), financial offer(C) and stamped and signed of tender 
ducuments(B) along with qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary within 35 days from last day of document recived 
deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport 
square, Ahwaz, IRAN.
Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids.
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee:
A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central    
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to the account number 4001114006376636 under the title of “centralized guarantee funds” of National 
Iranian Drilling Company  to the central bank  of Islamic Republic of Iran.
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.

More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR
News Channel of NIDC : @nidc_pr 

Foreign Procurement Dept
National Iranian Drilling Company
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N.I.O.C 

1397.1231 

Public Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tender(First Publish/Seconed Publish) 

One-Stage(compressed) 

No 
TENDER NO. / INDENT 

NO 
Tenders Portal 

Reg. No. Subject of Tender ESTIMATED 
VALUE (Rial) 

TENDER GUARANTEE 

Rial Euro 

1 Tender No.:FP/17-97/014 

Indent No.: 48-22-9622031 

3,165,190 

PARTS FOR BOMCO 
TRIPLEX MUD 

PUMP TYPE F-1600 
22,398,567,120 1,120,000,000 22,775 

  
Brief discription of subject: 
   National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, 
Iran  hereby intends to purchase its requirements from qualified and interested tenderers through 
one-stage public tender (compressed) upon following terms and conditions: 
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer: 
   The evaluation is based on  article ( J ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also 
carried out base on worksheets qualitative evaluation inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum 
acceptable point of quality is 60. 
     B) Preparation of tender documents: 
       Purchasing of documents: 
    In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to account 
number  4001114004020491 in central bank  of Islamic Republic of Iran under the title of “centralized 
income funds” of National Iranian Drilling Company  and providing the  original deposit receipt. 
 Reciving of documents: 
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By Guillermo Osorno
With Mexico’s presidential election less than a 
month away, Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s 
victory seems inevitable. People are not arguing 
about whether he will win, but about the size of 
his victory.

One reliable poll says he will get 54 percent of the 
vote in a contest with two other major candidates, 
and another suggests that his coalition, Juntos 
Haremos Historia, will sweep the Congress. Such a 
complete victory would transform Mexico’s politi-
cal map, not unlike the way Margaret Thatcher, 
Ronald Reagan and Carlos Salinas de Gortari of 
Mexico realigned political alliances and national 
priorities.

After 18 years of trying, and trying again, Mr. 
López Obrador, widely known as AMLO, may 
have a historic opportunity. He has said that his 
presidency will signal the start of Mexico’s fourth 
revolution, following independence from Spain 
in the early 19th century, the liberal reforms later 

that century, and the Mexican Revolution in the 
early 20th century.

He promises an austere, nationalist government 
that will fight corruption and inequality. He has 
said he will push constitutional amendments to 
change Mexico’s energy policy, eliminate immunity 
for government employees and allow for mecha-
nisms of direct democracy, such as presidential 
referendums. He has repeatedly compared himself 
to Mexican leaders like Benito Juárez, Francisco 
Madero and Lázaro Cárdenas, which is like an 
American candidate comparing himself to George 
Washington, Abraham Lincoln and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt.

Many Mexicans sincerely want to see change, 
believing that the country cannot endure more 
inequality, corruption and violence. But they also 
have serious reservations about his posturing and his 
dubious alliances, and wonder if he has what it takes 
to grasp the complexity of Mexico’s biggest issues.

The fears that Mr. López Obrador, in lacking a 

political counterweight, may become too powerful 
are well founded. But his diagnosis of what Mex-
cio needs — a stronger domestic economy and an 
end to corruption — and his strategy to deal with 
violence, including a vast program to support the 
young people who have been caught up in the in 
the war against drugs, are on target.

AMLO started out as a delegate of the National 
Indigenous Institute in the state of Tabasco. He 
took a leadership role in the party’s local office, 
but when he tried to democratize the organiza-
tion he was pushed out. In 1988, he joined the 
political movement against the candidacy of Mr. 
Salinas de Gortari, which led to the founding of the 
Party of the Democratic Revolution, or P.R.D. As 
president of P.R.D. in Tabasco, he gained national 
notoriety when he led marches to protest electoral 
fraud in his state.

Mr. López Obrador eventually rose to the head 
of the P.R.D., and under his leadership the party 
secured several governorships and seats in the 

Senate and Chamber of Deputies.
 A crucial period and role

In the 2000 elections, which ended 70 years of 
P.R.I. dominance, Mr. López Obrador was elected 
mayor of Mexico City. This was a crucial period 
and role, allowing him to push financial discipline 
and austerity policies, while starting a wide vari-
ety of social programs, the most famous of which 
extended monetary aid to senior citizens.

By 2003 he had become one of Mexico’s most 
popular politicians, with approval ratings close 
to 80 percent. In 2006, his presidential bid was 
as obvious as it was unstoppable.

In terms of style, Mr. López Obrador stands 
out against the more technocratic candidates, like 
José Antonio Meade, of the center-left P.R.I., and 
Ricardo Anaya Cortés, of the conservative P.A.N. 
His message resonates with all kind of voters: the 
working class, and also young, highly-educated 
Mexicans.

Mr. López Obrador champions certain tradi-

tional leftist values: a concern for inequality and 
poverty and the belief that government should 
be a key player in the economy. He is a Christian 
who is not particularly concerned about gender 
politics, reproductive rights or sexual minorities, 
and a nationalist who is skeptical of political and 
economic formulas imposed from abroad. He 
has firmly stated his belief that the answers to 
Mexico’s problems lie in Mexico’s history, rhetoric 
that makes him something of a myth-weaver. Like 
most populists, he frequently invokes his connec-
tion to the Mexican people.

This is his third run for the presidency. In 2006, 
he also led the polls, but in addition to making 
his own mistakes, his opponents framed him as 
a dangerous candidate, comparing him to Hugo 
Chávez, the late Venezuelan president. The trick 
worked and when Mr. López Obrador lost by a 
tiny margin, he refused to accept the result and 
accused the political and economic elite of rigging 
the election.   1 3

The riddle of López Obrador

Job Vacancy
Pars Diplomatic Real Estate is looking for the agents 
for its Zaferanieh and Elahieh offices  who require 
these qualification:

1. Fluent in written and spoken English
2. Good at teamwork and communication
3. Enthusiastic about this job and highly motivated
4. Full time agent
5. Having his/her own car

Please send your CV to the below email address:

info@parsdiplomatic.com

luxury Apt in Zafaranieh
2th floor, 320 sq.m, 4 Bdrs.

fully furn, green garden outdoor 
pool, diplomatic building, pkg, 

sauna, Jacuzzi
Price negotiable

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Niavaran
5th floor, 165 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

equipped kitchen, good balcony 
with nice view, pkg

gathering room, spj, lobby
roof garden, high security

$4000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

 Apt in Tower in Farmanieh
1th floor,  200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs. new 

furn,  parking, spj
3 balconies, $3600

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Jordan
3th floor, 130 sq.m, 2 Bdrs. fully 

furn, parking, $1700
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
18th floor, 270 sq.m, 4 Bdrs.

almost new, equipped kitchen 
unfurn, balcony, luxury lobby spj, 

gym saloon, good access
$6000 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Darous
duplex, 1200 sq.m built up 2000 

sq.m land, 5 Bdrs. renovated, big 
saloon, semi furn, beautiful gar

den, pool, sauna, Jacuzzi
$17000

Suitable for Residency & Embassy
  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Super Luxury Villa in Elahieh
1500 sq.m, 900 sq.m built up du

plex, green garden, outdoor pool, 
renovated, furn & unfurn

$15000
Suitable for Embassy & Residency

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Shahrak Qarb
duplex villa, 630 Sq.m, 5 Bdrs. one 
extra Suit with 300 sq.m apt with 3 

Bdrs., garden, outdoor pool
renovated, too many parking 

spaces, security
furn & unfurn, $15000  

 Suitable for
Residency &  Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Aqdasieh
duplex, 700 sq.m built u

5 Bdrs., nice garden, outdoor pool,  
Parking, completely renovated

servant quarter
$13000

Suitable for Residency or Embassy 
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Whole Building in
Jordan_Elahieh

2 block, 10 Apts total, 25 rooms
Tehran view, roof garden, outdoor 

pool located in roof, cozy place 
parking, lobby

Suitable for
Embassy & Residency

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206                

Whole Building in Zafaranieh
19 apt & each apt 200 sq.m with 3 
Bdrs., one penthouse with 5 rooms
pkg, 4900 sq.m built up 6900 sq.m 

land, semi furn
Suitable for

Residency & Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

Luxury Office in Vanak
1350 sq.m in each floor

near to finishing, pkg, lobby
security, near to highway
Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

Whole Building in Jordan
3 floors, 900 sq.m totally

Outdoor pool, pkg, yard, $11000
Suitable for

Residency & Embassy
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

New Whole Commercial 
Building in Jordan

7th floor, each floor one office each 
office 140 sq.m flat, lobby  

parking, could whole or one by one 
for renting, cozy 

Price per each sq $40
   Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Valiasr
from 250 sq.m up to 7000 sq.m 

commercial office, ready for 
renting to foreign companies 

lobby, parking lot
good access to highway
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Offer in Shariati-Soheil
170 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., sauna

 pool, jaccuzi, nice & clean
furn, $2500 

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Zafaranieh
220 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn, very 

quite & cozy, parking, spj
$2700

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., fully furn parking

opposite to
Mellat-Park

$1400
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Qeytarieh
110 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., balcony

fully furn, parking
$1800

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
1th floor, 160 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.

fully furn, spj, parking, lobby
diplomatic building

$2800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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Iran to promote startups at Brussels 
conference

‘Medicine, advanced materials, medical 
devices top list of nano products for export’

TEHRAN — Nano-
medicines, advanced 

nanomaterials and nanomedical devices 
are on top list for export, Ali Beitollahi, an 
official with Iran Nanotechnology Initiative 
Council (INIC), told Mehr on Monday.

“We plan to export nanotechnology 
products with support of science and 
technology vice presidency,” he said.

The expansion of international market 
and improvement of exporting nano prod-
ucts are the council’s priority, he explained.

Russia, India, Brazil and Mexico are the 
target markets for nano products, since they 
have a great market for nanotechnology 
products, he said.

We aim to export high-tech and 
knowledge-based products in the field 
of nanotechnology to developed coun-
tries who welcome the new technology, 
he added. 

In May, Beitollahi announced that Iran 
plans to establish a center in Indonesia 
for promoting exports of nano products.

Iran has already exported nano products 
to over 45 countries, he said.

In Iran, about 170 nanotechnology com-
panies produce over 420 nano products 
in the different fields including health-
care, textile, home appliances, energy and 
laboratory equipment, INIC official Reza 
Assadifard told IRNA last week.

TEHRAN — Iran’s 
science and technolo-

gy vice president Sourena Sattari will 
promote Iranian startups at the Iran 
Europe Cooperation Conference which 
will run from June 21 to 22 in Brussels, 
Belgium.  

With the theme of New Horizon, the 
conference focuses on different issues 
like economic development, startup 
improvement and internationalization of 
knowledge-based companies, Ali Morteza 
Birang, the deputy vice president for in-
ternational and technological affairs, said, 
Mehr reported on Monday.

Sattari will be keynote speaker at the 

event and also arrange meetings with high 
ranking officials in Belgium and European 
Union, he announced.

Startup scene in Iran, finance & financial 
technology investment and marketing as 
well as venture capital funds in Iran are 
some of the meetings, which will be held 
on the sideline of the event, he said.

This conference intends to gather high 
level decision making leaders and busi-
ness executives from Iran and Europe to 
discuss new horizons of cooperation and 
identify existing potentials and practical 
opportunities considered to be flour-
ishing and with promising prospects 
under the prevailing circumstances.

TECHNOLOGY
d e s k
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TEHRAN — Entrepreneurship ecosystem 
is a term which we hear about very much 
these days. 

According to the Global Entrepreneur-
ship Index (GEI) report released by the 
Global Entrepreneurship and Development 
Institute (The GEDI Institute) in January 
2018, Iran ranks 72 amongst 137 countries 
in 2017 and had a 27% improvement in 
comparison with 2016.

Iran saw overall score improvements of 
more than four points over the previous GEI, 
and is among the top ten biggest gains in 
score globally for the GEI 2018.

According to the report, ‘startup skill’ is 
Iran’s strongest area and ‘risk acceptance’ 
is its weakest. 

Bureaucratic incompetence, unstable 
domestic market and state-run organization 
inefficacy are considered as main obsta-
cles for entrepreneurs in Iran, however, 
with the emergence of startups in Iran, the 
entrepreneurship ecosystem experience a 
new form and method.

Startups, as entrepreneurial ventures 
which are typically newly emerged businesses, 
open new windows to young entrepreneurs 
to increase their chance in the market.

By claiming their market share, they can 
develop job creation and more people are 
involved in their business.

Maybe this is the way, which leads to en-
courage privatization and to encourage private 
sector to play its role in national economy.

Although direct support and share-
holding of state-run organization and 

government would definitely harm en-
trepreneurship ecosystem, one cannot 
undermine the role of government to 
provide infrastructure and to facilitate 
their presence at the market. 

 Global Entrepreneurship Index 
2018: What does it indicate?

 The Global Entrepreneurship Index is a 
composite indicator of the health of the en-
trepreneurship ecosystem in a given country.

According to GEI 2018, the GEI meas-
ures both the quality of entrepreneurship 
and the extent and depth of the supporting 
entrepreneurial ecosystem.  A total of 14 
components are identified for the health of 
entrepreneurial ecosystems, identified data to 
capture each, and used this data to calculate 
three levels of scores for a given country: the 
overall GEI score, scores for individuals and 
institutions, and pillar level.

In 2018, GEI scores have improved globally 
by 3% on average since last year’s Index. 

The Middle East and North Africa region 
demonstrates strength in Product Innovation 
and Risk Capital and the Asia-Pacific region 
on average scores best (and is improving) in 
Product Innovation. While, Europe shows 
stable high scores in Technology Absorp-
tion and Internationalization, and region’s 
average score on Startup Skills has recently 
climbed into the same league.

The conclusion – certain aspects of being 
an entrepreneur have become a bit harder, 
but entrepreneurs are more than meeting 
this challenge with new skill acquisition and 
improvements in innovation capacity.

While the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region shows greatest strength in 
the areas of Product Innovation and Risk 
Capital, the region is bringing new products 
to market and integrating new technolo-
gy, and also providing the capital to help 
businesses grow. 

The region’s lowest average scores are in 
the areas of competition and risk acceptance, 
as large firms dominate many economies in 
the region and businesses face higher risks in 
many MENA countries than in other areas.

University incubators 
commercialize students’ idea: VP 

TEHRAN — Incubator centers at universi-
ties lead to commercialization and turning 

ideas into products, science and technology vice president 
Sourena Sattari has said.

He made the remarks at the opening ceremony of Nasir incu-
bator center, which was inaugurated at Tehran’s Khajeh Nasir 
Toosi University of Technology on Monday, IRNA reported.

In an innovation ecosystem, thesis and articles are not the 
only achievements of graduated students, he added. 

“Actually universities can be shareholders at knowledge-based 
companies and earn money from their technological achieve-

ments,” he said.
In this way, the universi-

ties become independent in 
financial issues, he said.

The government should 
provide infrastructures for 
such centers, he said.

“However, if the govern-
ment supports the knowl-
edge-based companies fi-
nancially, they will not be 
able to compete with other 
companies, which are outside 
of business environment of 
universities,” he said.

“We create an ecosystem 
for knowledge-based companies in which issues dealing with 
customs formalities, affordable accommodation and venture 
capital funds are facilitated,” he said.

The science and technology vice presidency plans to allo-
cate two professional centers to inspect products by knowl-
edge-based companies in order to cover their products by 
insurance, he announced.   

Seven knowledge-based companies and a number of startups 
begin their activities at the center, which is located at the me-
chanical engineering department, at the center, he explained.

The center still needs some infrastructures, he said, hoping 
that a part of the university’s budget would be spent on com-
mercializing the products, he said.

Drought woes? This tech can 
literally make it rain

Don’t call them the weather gods, but this company can actually 
make it rain.

North Dakota-based Weather Modification International 
uses planes to target clouds and draw out more rain from them.

The concept, called cloud seeding, has been around for dec-
ades. But there is new urgency due to climate change and a 
rapidly growing global population, which have disrupted global 
water supplies.

By 2025, two-thirds of the world’s population may face water 
shortages, according to the World Wildlife Fund.

Weather Modification describes cloud seeding as “an en-
hancement” of the natural precipitation process. The technology 
makes storms more efficient by getting additional moisture 
out of clouds.

“If there [are] no clouds in the sky that have any moisture in 
them, then we can’t do anything,” Brian Kindrat, an aircraft captain 
at Weather Modification, told CNNMoney’s Rachel Crane. “What 
we can do is tap into what is there and assist mother nature.”

To do this, pilots target clouds with lots of moisture and inject 
small amounts of an inert chemical, which is a silver iodide mix-
ture. The water in the clouds condenses around the new particles 
and becomes heavy. Then, it falls to the ground as precipitation.

“The idea is that once we’re on top of a storm, as this passes 
through any liquid water, it’s going to freeze it and turn it to 
snow, so it can fall out of the cloud,” Kindrat said.

Cloud seeding didn’t get much attention until 2017 when 
the National Science Foundation funded a study to determine 
its effectiveness. Weather Modification, launched in 1961, and 
provided planes for the study.

The company sees cloud seeding as part of a solution for 
droughts.

“We aren’t going to solve large climate shifts in areas, but if 
you went back and you looked in California and said if we had an 
additional 10%, 15%, 20% of snowpack and precipitation over 
the last 10 years ... it would be significantly different,” said Neil 
Brackin, president of Weather Modification.

Snowpack is packed snow that melts slowly. It feeds streams 
and rivers as it melts.

Related: This concrete can trap CO2 emissions forever 
Companies are also interested. Idaho Power, which serves 
over 500,000 customers and has 17 hydroelectric power plants, 
invested more than $3 million dollars in a cloud seeding pro-
gram to boost the snowpack in Idaho’s highest mountains.

“That’s what feeds our streams and rivers anid feeds our hydro 
system later in the summer and fall and that’s really when we 
need that extra energy,” said Shaun Parkinson, water resource 
leader at Idaho Power.

As a result of the cloud seeding program, it’s seeing an 8% 
to 15% percent increase in snowpack. On average, that means it 
can power an extra 60,000 homes, according to the company.

The company has also seen a 300% return on its investment, 
which is equal to $9 million dollars worth of water that otherwise 
wouldn’t have fallen onto mountain peaks.

But Idaho Power isn’t the only one to benefit, according to 
Weather Modification.

“With cloud seeding a program such as this, it’s a huge benefit 
to someone like Idaho Power, but that additional water is also 
there for the municipality. It’s there for agriculture, it’s there 
for consumption. So everybody is benefiting,” said Weather 
Modification’s Brackin.

But there are concerns about cloud seeding’s long-term 
impacts. For example, it’s unclear how making it rain in one 
state affects a neighboring state. It’s also up for debate who 
“owns” the water -- such as which state or country -- that 
comes out of the clouds.

There are also environmental questions, such as ones related 
to the long-term impacts of silver iodide.

Although some critics may have concerns about companies 
impacting the weather, the company disputes that it’s “playing God.”

“We’re not really playing God. I think that’s really overstating 
what we’re doing,” Brackin said. “We’re being very specific and 
targeted and environmentally friendly in what we’re doing to 
enhance the natural precipitation.”

(Source: money.cnn.com)

Startups, spark of hope for Iran’s 
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With growing recognition that domestic violence can be 
perpetuated using technology, there has been an increase 
of news stories that focus on how abusers use it to coerce 
and control victims.

For example, when a man stole his ex-wife’s laptop so he 
could monitor her private Facebook messages. Or when a 
husband installed a GPS tracking device in his daughter’s doll 
to monitor his wife’s whereabouts without her knowledge.

But there’s also considerable potential for victims to use 
new technologies to hold abusers accountable.

Technology as a sword and shield for victims
Those experiencing domestic violence can use technol-

ogy as both a sword and shield. Here are just some of the 
ways technology can protect, empower and improve victims’ 
access to justice:

Apps and websites can link victims with service providers 
and support groups, technology can give victims in remote 
areas access to services, victims can stay connected with 
friends and family, combating abusers’ attempts to isolate 
them, CCTV cameras and GPS tracking devices can alert 
victims and authorities if an abuser is approaching, victims 
and police can record incidences of domestic violence.

In a recent study involving 65 victims in Brisbane, 18 
admitted they used technology to make smartphone re-
cordings of their abuser’s behavior for various purposes. 
Reasons included the collection of evidence to use in court, 
convincing themselves their ex-partner is in fact abusive, 
and for the purpose of talking to the police and lawyers.

There are now apps that help victims record their abus-
er’s behavior, and access relevant services, information and 
emergency contacts on their smartphones, such as Aurora, 
iMatter, and Smartsafe.

Some victims have also been supplied with a 3G Safety 
Watch. These watches look and function just like a typical 
watch, but they have an emergency button that immediately 
connects to a 24-hour call center that subsequently notifies 
police. Australian Olympic swimmer, Dawn Fraser, who has 
revealed she was subjected to violence by her late husband, 
has actively promoted the use of safety watches.

In Queensland and Victoria, safety cards have been trialed 

and reported to be “overwhelmingly successful” in protect-
ing victims from further abuse. These cards allow victims 
to press a button to alert a 24/7 call center. The operators 
are then able to listen to what is being recorded via the card 
and relay the information to police.

In a pilot study involving 21 women, abusers were told 
victims were given safety cards as a way of deterring them 
from breaching intervention orders. Before using the cards, 
these women experienced up to 40 or 50 breaches a day. 
After they received the cards, breaches ceased.

 Government support for tech solutions
The Victorian government seems to be leading the way 

in the use of technology to tackle domestic violence. It has 
actively embraced technology as part of its Personal Safety 
Initiative that aims to “keep women and children safe from 
family violence in their own homes”.

Strategies implemented to help achieve this aim include 
the installation of CCTV cameras in victim’s homes to deter 
abusers from breaching protection orders.

The Victorian government has also announced it will be 
investing in body-worn cameras in July this year. Victoria 
Police will be wearing these cameras when attending family 
violence incidents. Notably, the use of body-worn cameras 
was one of the 227 recommendations made by the Royal 
Commission into Family Violence to respond and prevent 
family violence in Victoria.

Governments in other Australian states, including Queens-
land and NSW, have also rolled out body-worn cameras to 
assist the police in evidence gathering.

 Technology is not a cure
It would be misguided to believe technology will fix the 

problem of domestic violence. The adage “prevention is better 
than cure” is true. Combating victim-blaming attitudes and 
education directed at the community are vital in preventing 
domestic violence.

And, of course, technology has its drawbacks. For example, 
CCTV cameras and GPS anklet bracelets are prone to tech-
nical problems, which prevent these devices from sending 
timely alerts to authorities. They can give victims a false 
sense of security, leading some people to be less cautious 
about their own safety.

Some observers have questioned the utility of CCTV cam-
eras and recommend against placing too much reliance on 
such footage in criminal proceedings.

And while technology has the potential to deter abusers 
temporarily, it may not be an effective long-term deterrent.

Another issue is not all victims can afford or access safety 
devices without government funding. In 2015, the Federal 
government claimed A$17 million was going to be invested to 
“keep women safe in their homes” by enabling “women to get 
CCTV, to get panic buttons, to get better security systems”.

Whether this will help less wealthy victims to access safety 
devices is a question that requires investigation.

 The way forward
We need to explore more innovative uses of technology 

to tackle domestic violence. More research is necessary to 
examine the effectiveness of technology in preventing do-
mestic violence, both in the short- and long-term.

Nevertheless, the evidence to date shows technology has 
much to offer victims of domestic violence. So we shouldn’t 
be telling victims to simply “stop visiting Facebook or using 
devices” and to “stay away from social media”.

Instead, we should be encouraging them to pick up 
their digital devices to share their stories and seek the 
help they deserve.

(Source: theconversation.com)

Technology is both a weapon and a shield for those experiencing domestic violence

 Startups in Iran open new windows to 
young entrepreneurs to increase their 
chance by claiming their market share. 



A lunar meteorite, discovered in the desert 
of northwest Africa, holds strong evidence 
that there is an abundant supply of water on 
the Moon - maybe even enough for a future 
colony.

Examining the meteorite, scientists from 
Tohoku University have determined that the 
other-worldly rock is made up of moganite, a 
mineral that requires water in order to form.

The discovery marks the very first time 
that scientists have ever detected this mineral 
in a lunar rock.

“Moganite is a crystal of silicon dioxide 
and is similar to quartz. It forms on Earth 
as a precipitate when alkaline water includ-
ing SiO2 is evaporated under high pressure 
conditions,” said lead researcher Masahiro 
Kayama.

The “existence of moganite strongly implies 
that there is water activity on the Moon.”

 Completely devoid of water
For a long time, scientists thought that 

the Moon was completely devoid of water, 
and while that may be true on the surface, 
several studies suggest there is abundant 
water, in the form of ice, lurking somewhere 
under that dry lunar crust.

Nevertheless, there is still a lot of debate 
on where all of this hydration is supposedly 
located. 

Some studies suggest that the Moon’s 
water is clustered around the poles. Other, 
more recent studies suggest it is far more 
widely distributed.

Now, the moganite meteorite provides 
the very first evidence that there is ice at mid 
and lower latitudes on the Moon.

Using electron microscopy, the team of 
researchers analyzed the chemical composi-
tions of 13 lunar meteorites, all of which were 

found in the northwest desert of Africa. Then, 
using micro-Raman spectroscopy, specific 
mineral structures within each lunar object 
were identified.

Moganite was discovered in just one of 
the samples, which means that the mineral 

could not have formed after the lunar rock 
made its way to Earth.

 Moganite in lunar meteorite
“If terrestrial weathering had produced 

moganite in the lunar meteorite, there should 
be moganite present in all the samples that 
fell to Earth around the same time. But this 
was not the case,” explained Kayama.

Instead, the researchers think that the 
mineral was formed through evaporated water 
on the surface of the Moon in a region called 
Procellarum Terrane, which receives strong, 
direct sunlight.

If the theory is proved correct, it means 
that there could be water hidden in the sub-
surface of this region, where it is protected 
from sunlight and evaporation.

“For the first time, we can prove that there 
is water ice in the lunar material,” Kayama 
told space.com.

“In a moganite, there is less water, be-
cause moganite forms from the evaporation 
of water. That’s the case on the surface of the 
moon. But in the subsurface, much water 
remains as ice, because it’s protected from 
the sunlight.”

The researchers have estimated that 
the water in the lunar soil is about 0.6 
weight percent, which, according to Kayama, 
would be enough for future lunar explorers 
to extract about 6 liters per cubic meter 
of lunar rock (1.6 gallons of water per 36 
cubic feet).

(Source: sciencealert.com)

The practice of getting people to overcome their fears by 
facing them is a common technique in cognitive behavioral 
therapy. If someone is afraid of dogs, that person might 
slowly start to spend more time with them, until their fear 
subsides. Until now, neuroscientists were unsure of how 
this process played out in the brain.

A study published in a Science paper on Thursday shows 
the act of facing one’s fears actually rewires the brain’s cir-
cuitry. Neuroscientists looked at the precise neurons in a 
mouse’s brain that harbor a fearful memory. Researchers 
were able to demonstrate that the expulsion of fear depends 
on reactivating the neurons that contain it. In other words, 
a mouse has to re-experience a deep-seated fear if it is to 
get rid of it.

“It’s an important advance, in that it suggests, for the 
first time, that extinction of fear involves the modification 
of the original fear-inducing memory,” Jelena Radulovic 
from Northwestern University, told The Atlantic.

For every new experience someone encounters, bunches 
of neurons fire in their brain, the connections strengthen and 
molecules gather around where the neurons come together. 

The Atlantic reported that some scientists think that these 
connections are the physical representations of memories. 
When people think of their memories, these patterns in the 
brain fire and briefly become unstable.

The molecules that preserved the connections between 
them actually vanish and must be reconstructed. This process 
means humans are partly reconstructing memories every 
time they think of them.

This suggests the act of remembering creates a window 

of time in which memories can be changed, and fears can 
be rewritten in the brain.

                                         Fear memory attenuation
“We are providing the first experimental evidence that 

fear memory attenuation is mediated by the re-engagement 
of the original fear rewriting it,” one of the neuroscientists 
Ossama Khalaf told the news website Inverse.

The team of researchers trained mice to fear a small box, 
by giving them a few electric shocks when they were inside. 
A month later, the mice were returned to the box and they 
froze. The researchers were able to monitor and label the 
neurons that fired during this moment of fear.

The mice were then put through exposure therapy, re-
peatedly returning them to the scary box without any ac-
companying shocks. With every session, their fear began 
to go away.

The more they reactivated the neurons from their original 
fear, the more thoroughly they got rid of their fear.

This experiment showed that simply facing your fear can 
modify your memories of them and leave you less fearful.

(Source: Newsweek)
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You have probably encountered a raccoon 
raiding the trash in your neighborhood, 
seen a rat scurrying through the subway or 
tried to shoo away birds from your picnic. 
But have you ever wondered what makes 
these animals so good at living in suburbs 
and cities, and whether these same traits 
also make them such a nuisance?

A new paper in the journal Animal 
Behavior written by Lisa P. Barrett, Lauren 
Stanton and Sarah Benson-Amram, of the 
University of Wyoming’s Animal Behavior 
and Cognition Lab, takes an in-depth look 
at these questions.

The authors examine whether smarter 
animals might be better at learning to live 
in cities -- but, at the same time, also may 
come into more conflict with humans. For 
example, crows’ memories allow them to 
predict and capitalize on sources of food, 
such as trash collection routines, but their 
memories also can bring them into conflict 
with humans when the birds strew trash 
on the street or congregate in agricultural 
fields or on buildings.

Barrett says the research team examined 
the potential role of animal cognition in 
different types of human-wildlife conflict, 
including wildlife killing livestock, stealing 
food, damaging property, colliding with 
vehicles, transmitting diseases and even 
killing humans. The researchers looked 
at cognitive abilities such as learning, 
innovative problem-solving, memory 
and behavioral flexibility.

 Arms race with humans
“Animals that innovate novel ways 

to solve problems in their environment 

could drive a type of arms race with 
humans, where animals and humans work 
continuously to outsmart one another,” 
Stanton says.

For example, elephants have been known 
to pick up and use trees to disable electric 
fences, and raccoons and kea, a parrot found 
in New Zealand, frequently open “animal-
proof” trash bins. Learning to avoid human-
made deterrents, including loud noises and 
bright lights, also helps animals get past 
barriers and access resources, rendering 
human-built blockades ineffective.

In contrast, Benson-Amram notes 
that “some animals, like coyotes, may 
learn to minimize contact with humans 
or avoid humans altogether by increasing 
nocturnal activity and walking around 
major freeways.”

The researchers also investigate how 
the personalities of different animals, such 
as an animal’s willingness to take risks or 
its attraction to new objects, may affect 
the ability of these animals to thrive near 
humans or in human-altered landscapes, 
such as cities. For example, bolder animals 
are more likely to approach humans in 
order to steal their lunches, and animals 
that are attracted to novel objects also are 
probably more likely to approach houses 
and cars.

As wildlife, such as coyotes and raccoons, 
become increasingly common in cities, they 
may become bolder as they habituate to 
their urban surroundings. It is critically 
important for both wildlife and humans to 
have effective conflict mitigation strategies.

(Source: eurekalert.org)

Researchers explore whether smarter 
animals are bigger troublemakers

A massive study of nearly 1800 tropical coral 
reefs around the world has found that marine 
reserves near heavily populated areas struggle 
to do their job — but are a vast improvement 
over having no protection at all.

Professor Josh Cinner from the ARC Center 
of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies at James 
Cook University led a team of 37 scientists 
examining the effectiveness of different reef 
conservation strategies.

“Fish stocks were extremely depleted on 
reefs that were accessible to large human 
populations. Compared to marine reserves far 
from these human pressures, reserves near 
high human pressure had only a quarter of 
the fish and were a hundred times less likely 
to have top predators such as sharks,” said 
Professor Cinner.

The scientists also studied how differenc-
es in ecological conditions between marine 
reserves, where fishing is prohibited, and 
places open to fishing changed as human 
pressures increased. “This tells you where you 
can get the biggest impact from implementing 
conservation,” said Professor Cinner.

 Difference in fish biomass
A “really novel and exciting part of our 

study found that the greatest difference in fish 
biomass between marine reserves and places 
open to fishing was in locations with medium 
to high human pressure. This means that, for 
most fisheries species, marine reserves have 
the biggest bang where human pressures are 
medium to high,” he said.

For example, on reefs subject to high 
human pressure, marine reserves had five 
times more fish than openly fished reefs—a 
benefit that can spillover into the depleted 

fisheries in surrounding areas.
“However, top predators such as sharks 

were a different kettle of fish,” said co-author 
Dr. Aaron MacNeil from Dalhousie University.

The scientists encountered top predators 
on less than 30% of their surveys conducted all 
across the globe, and very rarely in locations 
where human pressures were high.

“You’d have to do about 200 dives to see 
a top predator in reserves with the highest 
human pressure. But where human pressure 
was low, you’d be likely to see predators more 
than half the time,” said Dr. MacNeil.

 Marine reserves not an option 
Dr. Michele Barnes from the ARC Center 

of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies at JCU 
said that in many places, social, economic, 
and cultural realities mean that marine re-
serves that entirely prohibit fishing are not 
an option.

“So, we also looked at how effective other 
forms of reef conservation were, such as re-
stricting the types of fishing gear that people 
use. Our results were promising—these re-
strictions certainly had better outcomes than 
doing nothing, but not as good as marine 
reserves. They were a sort of compromise,” 
she said.

Professor Cinner said the study makes 
clear the benefits and limitations of imple-
menting key coral reef conservation strategies 
in different types of locations. “Our research 
shows where managers will be able to max-
imize certain goals, such as sustaining top 
predators or improving the biomass of key 
fisheries species, and likewise, where they 
will be wasting their time,” he said.

(Source: phys.org)

Marine reserves are vital—but under 
pressure: study

Scientists just got more compelling evidence 
that the Moon is loaded with water

Atmospheric fluctuations 
on Venus could change the 
length of a day by 2 minutes
While Venus is the planet in the Solar System that has the most 
in common with Earth, new data suggests a major difference 
when it comes to the length of days.

Researchers say that unique bulge in Venus’ mountains in-
teracts with its atmosphere. The result is that the length of a day 
on Venus could be altered by up to two minutes.

Currently, scientists believe that a full rotation on Venus takes 
243 Earth days, and there is a 225-day orbit around the Sun. 
Venus, which spins in the opposite direction of Earth, has odd 
mountain ranges with the wind flowing in different directions. 
The result is a force that changes the gravity wave of Venus.

The winds on Venus can be as fast as 250 miles per hour, which 
is a process called a superrotation. The waves change Venus’ 
rotation, and it results in atmospheric fluctuations. As a result, 
Venus spins at different speeds. Without a constant speed, the 
length of a day could change.

Akatsuki, a spacecraft sent by the Japan Aerospace Explora-
tion Agency, captured images of Venus in 2015. These images 
provided clues into the bow-shaped structure in the clouds and 
the mountain wave. From there, researchers were able to de-
termine that a gravity wave caused by the winds is running up 
against the mountains.

They conducted computer simulations based on the data 
in space. When taking into account the presence of the waves, 
researchers discovered that this forces the lengths of days to 
change on Venus. One aspect absent from the research is the 
reason behind the odd planetary rotation of Venus.

One thing that is still missing from the research is the meas-
urement of the exact change in time experienced on Venus. 

(Source: Tech Times)

DeepMind builds AI that 
reconstructs 3D objects 
from a single photo
Google’s DeepMind unit has been involved in some of the company’s 
coolest AI breakthroughs in recent years, from outsmarting hu-
man Go players to developing more realistic speech synthesis. Now, 
DeepMind is looking to improve the way machines understand and 
model 3D spaces. DeepMind AI researchers have created a neural 
network that can predict what a space will look like after seeing 
one or more images of it, even if only parts of the room are visible.

At the core of this project is the aim to make neural networks 
easier to train. Usually, you have to get humans to label the data you 
use to train a neural network. After feeding the data in, the nodes in 
the network calculate weights and feed-forward into more nodes. 
At the end, the system output should match what you put in. Of 
course, it won’t at first, so you need to adjust the network until it’s 
trained. DeepMind’s new generative query network (GQN) can learn 
from unlabeled inputs and apply its knowledge to new situations.

The team generated 3D virtual spaces from vectors, and then 
created single-frame images of them for the system to analyze. The 
GQN is actually two neural networks — there’s a network that learns 
from the images and a second one that generates new perspectives. 
The team simulated a virtual robot arm, a block-like table, and a 
simple maze.

After training the GQN on millions of images, the system can 
create accurate representations of an object or room with just a 
single still image. It’s similar to the way your brain works. If you 
see a wall in the middle of a room, you’d probably imagine what 
the other side looks like and about where it’s located in comparison 
with other objects you can see.                 (Source: extremetech.com)

Increased risk of birth defects 
in babies after first-trimester 
exposure to lithium
Researchers have found an elevated risk of major congenital 
malformations in fetuses after first-trimester exposure to lithium, 
in the largest study ever to examine the risk of birth defects in 
lithium-exposed babies.

Researchers from the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
found an elevated risk of major congenital malformations in fetuses 
after first-trimester exposure to lithium, in the largest study ever 
to examine the risk of birth defects in lithium-exposed babies.

Nearly one and one-half times as many babies exposed to lith-
ium during the first trimester experienced major malformations 
compared to the unexposed group (7.4 percent compared with 
4.3 percent). In addition, risk for neonatal hospital readmission 
was nearly doubled in lithium-exposed babies compared to the 
unexposed group (27.5 percent versus 14.3 percent). However, 
lithium exposure was not associated with pregnancy complica-
tions or other delivery outcomes, such as preeclampsia, preterm 
birth, gestational diabetes, or low birth weight. In addition, the 
researchers found that the risk of birth defects in lithium-exposed 
infants was lower than previously thought, because previous 
studies did not look at large enough populations.

The study examined the risk of congenital malformations such 
as heart defects and pregnancy complications in a meta-analysis 
of primary data from 727 lithium-exposed pregnancies compared 
to a control group of 21,397 pregnancies in mothers with a mood 
disorder who were not taking lithium. The data was taken from 
six study sites in Denmark, Canada, the Netherlands, Sweden, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States. The researchers also 
measured delivery outcomes and neonatal hospital readmissions 
within 28 days of birth.

Lithium therapy is widely recommended as a first-line treatment 
for bipolar disorder, which affects approximately 2 percent of 
the world’s population. Lithium helps to prevent severe depres-
sion and mania. In the United States, bipolar disorder is more 
commonly treated with anti-psychotic drugs instead of lithium. 

(Source: Science Daily)

For a long time, scientists thought that 
the Moon was completely devoid of 

water, and while that may be true on the 
surface, several studies suggest there is 

abundant water, in the form of ice, lurking 
somewhere under that dry lunar crust.

The brain can edit memories to erase fear, study says



Without water, 
everything 
withers

A baobab tree in South Africa
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It’s not just that you have to spend money 
to deal with climate change it’s something 
that you should want to do because it will 

bring you other benefits and if you do 
nothing then you will face the costs. Doing 

nothing is not an option.

TEHRAN — Iranian Science Minister 
Mansour Gholami, heading a delegation 

to Paris on Monday, discussed ways to increase research 
and scientific cooperation with France.

The two-day visit was made at the invitation of French Min-
ister of Higher Education, Research and Innovation, Frederique 
Vidal, Nasimonline quoted Hossein Salar-Amoli, the Iranian 
deputy science minister for international affairs, as saying.

“A delegation comprising 18 Iranian university chancellors 
and heads of research centers will meet chancellors of 35 
French major universities to discuss scientific cooperation 
and exchange of knowledge,” he stated.

Gholami was scheduled to deliver a speech and later 
present a roadmap for scientific and technological cooper-
ation between the two countries, Salar-Amoli highlighted.

Faculty and students exchange programs, joint research 
projects and joint educational courses are among the topics 

of discussion by the university chancellors and heads of 
research centers, he added.

 Signing a memorandum of cooperation 
Prior to the aforesaid meeting, a bilateral committee has 

been set up to make the most of the meeting, he said, adding, 
it is anticipated that four memorandums of understanding 
will be signed.

Visiting two highly developed research centers and in-
stitutes in France is also part of the trip, Salar-Amoli added.

Elsewhere in his remarks, he noted that in addition to 
negotiating with the French minister of higher education, 
research and innovation, Gholami is also due to negotiate 
with heads of two research centers including  French National 
Center for Scientific Research (CNRS) and Francophonie 
(an international organization representing countries and 
regions where French is a lingua franca or customary lan-
guage, where a significant proportion of the population are 
French speakers, or where there is a notable affiliation with 
French culture).

Iran, France to enhance research, scientific co-op

Health projects worth $2.6m 
to be inaugurated 

TEHRAN — Iranian Health Minister Hassan 
Qazizadeh-Hashemi will inaugurate 21 health, 

medical and educational projects valued at 110 billion rials (about 
$2.6 million) next Monday in Semnan province.

Qazizadeh-Hashemi is also scheduled to open a diagnostic 
nuclear medicine center, which is said to be one of the most 
advanced and equipped centers of the kind in the country, ISNA 
quoted Navid Danaei, Semnan University of Medical Sciences 
caretaker chancellor as saying.

A non-government charity group has invested 40 billion rials 
(nearly $1 million) to establish the aforesaid center, he added.

Also an education and research project affiliated with the 
Semnan University of Medical Sciences will come on stream 
during the health minister’s one-day trip, he stated, adding that 
some 10 billion rials (about $240,000) has been spent on the 
project to get off the ground.

Iranian, French universities 
to co-run intl. trade courses 

TEHRAN — Ferdowsi University of Mashhad 
and University Clermont Auvergne of France 

inked a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to co-run in-
ternational trade courses in Iran, ISNA reported on Tuesday.

According to the MOU, all courses will be taught in English 
and applicants will be able to join the courses after their English 
proficiency has been tested.

The 10-month courses will be held in Ferdowsi University of 
Mashhad as of September, some 50 percent of the content will 
be taught by Iranian faculties, and the rest will be taught online 
by University Clermont Auvergne faculties.

According to the Ferdowsi University of Mashhad public 
relations, graduates will receive certificates after completing 
the course which are internationally recognized in the field of 
international trade.

What Do I Wear? 
A: Honey come on! We are going to be late! Honestly, you take 
longer getting ready than I do!
B: I was drying my hair and ironing my shirt! Can you come here 
for a sec? I need your help.
A: What is it? Why are all these clothes on the bed?
B: I don’t know what to wear! Ok, give me your opinion. Do you 
like the way this looks? The striped short sleeved shirt with 
this checkered sweater and my lucky sandals. I like the cut 
and hemlineof these shorts so I think I’ll wear these as well.
A: Are you joking? What am I going to do with you? We are going 
to a dinner party not the beach! Wear the shirt with the silk 
tie I bought you and these corduroy pants. It’s chilly outside 
so you can wear this coat.
B: Thanks honey! You have such great fashion sense. Now, 
what am I going to do with my hair?

 Key vocabulary
striped: having stripes or bands of color
checkered: a pattern with alternating squares
sandal:  a type of footwear with open toes
cut: the shape and style of a piece of clothing
hemline: the line formed by the lower edge of clothing
dinner party: an event where you eat at a friend›s house
corduroy: a ribbed cotton clothing material
chilly: hilly weather or places are cold enough to make you feel 
uncomfortable
fashion sense: an idea for what clothing looks good

 Supplementary vocabulary
sneakers: casual tennis shoes
polka dot: a fabric pattern with many circles
denim: a type of fabric used to make jeans
out of fashion: used to describe something that is no longer popular
tailor: a person who makes clothes, adjusts the fit

(Source: irlanguage.com)

L E A R N  E N G L I S H

S O C I E T Y
d e s k

S O C I E T Y
d e s k

S O C I E T Y
d e s k

1       Below is the text of the interview:
 How IPCC assessment reports help 

public and the government in fight against 
the climate change?

The reports of IPCC are aimed primarily 
for policy makers, we don’t write them 
with the public, normal specialists and 
citizens in mind as our main audience. 
With that said we know that everyone 
has an interest in climate change and 
wants to know what we are saying and 
even governments tell us that we should 
make our work easier to understand for 
the non-specialist so that they can com-
municate with the citizens. 

 It’s a big challenge for us because we 
don’t want to distort the complicated sci-
entific materials and dumb them down. 
So we are working with communication 
experts to make it easier for the people 
to follow these finding. 

The IPCC doesn’t tell people what to 
do, our research is more policy relevant 
without being policy prescriptive, so we 
are not going to tell people you cannot 
fly on planes or you cannot eat meat, etc., 
but people can see the evidence in our 
reports and draw their own conclusion 
on the basis of that scientific evidence 
and what is appropriate and practical for 
them to do as a contribution if they want. 
Actually one of the things we are looking 
at these reports is what motivates people 
to change their behavior. We are trying 
to understand what motivates decision 
making and behavioral change. 

 How IPCC reports, in particular, can 
help the Iranian government to address 
climate change?

We don’t help one government more 
than any other. But I should say that the 
thing that is special about IPCC report is 
that it brings together the policy makers 
and the scientists. So the policy makers 
who are the members of the governments 
are the ones who ask for the reports and 
they also determine the broad scope of the 
reports and what they want the scientists 
to look at. And they say that if the scientists 
write a report for us we will respect it, so 
the scientists then write the report and 
then the two come together at the end to 
work on a summery for policy maker to 
make sure that the summery which is the 
high-level command is a good reflection of 
the report, clear and understandable and 
something that governments can work 
with, so as a result the reports are very 
strong because they endorsed by the policy 
makers and the scientific community.

And as a part of that process Iran is 
one of the governments that ask for the 
report and has endorsed it so we assume 
that the report is useful for Iran because 
they would have had that input to scoping 
it out and approving it. In addition to 
that we’ve had many Iranian scientists 
working on the assessment reports and 

in our previous cycle which produced the 
fifth assessment report one of our bureau 
members was from Iran. 

  The Iranian government has its 
doubts about staying in Paris agreement 
or pulling out of it. How the decision is 
going to affect the country’s environment?

Climate is a global phenomenon, it 
doesn’t stop at borders, every country is 
vulnerable to climate change and we’ve 
already seen the impacts of climate change 
in every country, so Iran has a big interest 
in solving this, this is a problem that can 
be only solved by the global community 
coming together and every country has 
an interest in contributing to that. 

Now how you dividing up the responsi-
bility to solve the problem that’s a matter 
for negotiation of climate change which 
has its scientific basis in IPCC reports. 
But I should also say that tackling cli-
mate change isn’t just a burden it’s also 
an opportunity. For instance the transport 
sector or electricity production and burning 
oil which cause problems for climate are 
also causing problems for public health 
and people have respiratory diseases, 
so it’s in governments’ interest to tackle 
that even apart from the effect thy have 
on climate change, they not only have 
economic benefit they also have positive 
effects on social well-being. 

There are other examples too. Look-
ing at ways to adjust our economies to 
climate change there are new business 

opportunities to take and there are new 
jobs in green economies. So it’s not just 
that you have to spend money to deal with 
climate change it’s something that you 
should want to do because it will bring 
you other benefits and if you do nothing 
then you will face the costs. Doing nothing 
is not an option.

   What is the role of media in tackling 
the problem of climate change?

I think climate change something very 
important that affects everyone and has the 
potential to do such considerable damage. 

The previous heads of the United Nations 
have said that climate change is the greatest 
challenge that is facing the humanity. So 
it’s something that is interesting to write 
about and media can play an important 
role in making people aware of the problem 
but also to offer solutions. I think media 
have to be very clever, you can’t just give 
scientific facts and figures, people won’t be 
interested in reading about that or talking 
about government conferences. You have 
to find a way of relating this to everyday 
life of people and talk about how climate 
change is already affecting some specific 
people, a fisherman, a farmer here, or a 
shopkeeper there,…

How old people are suffering from in-
creasing heat, and how hospitals have to 
face with new types of diseases, specific 
examples of what’s happening, but also 
how people are adjusting.

Media can write about the problems 
people are facing due to climate change 
but also positive stories of how commu-
nities came together and rescued people. 

  In your opinion, are we able to reverse 
the negative impacts of climate change 
in the next 50-100 years?

This is what our last report said and 
I think we can do it and we have the op-
tion to do it and it’s our choice, when I 
say “our” I mean the global community, 
we don’t have much time and if we don’t 
move soon it will become more and more 
difficult and eventually it will become im-
possible. Climate change has passed the 
tipping point. So if we stop burning fossil 
fuels today the climate will continue to 
change because of what we have done in 
the past is already creating that change. 
At the moment we have the possibility 
of adapting to that. But if we do nothing 
and let it carry on we will reach a point 
where we can no longer adapt and when 
you can no longer adapt then the only 
option is to suffer. 

12
If we don’t adapt to climate change, the 

only option is to suffer: IPCC official

Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

“-dom” 
 Meaning: place or state of being
 For example: The teachers are given complete 

freedom in their choice of teaching methods.

Cheer on 
 Meaning: support someone by giving them words 

of encouragement
 For example: Even though Samantha was in the last 

place, her brother cheered her on through the entire race.

See eye to eye 
 Explanation: if two people see eye to eye, they agree 

with each other:
 For example: We didn›t exactly see eye to eye.

PREFIX/SUFFIX PHRASAL VERB IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

National document being prepared 
on children with Down syndrome 
Iran’s Welfare Organization is drawing up a national document on welfare 
and life conditions of children with Down syndrome, the organization’s 
deputy director for rehabilitation affairs has said. 
As per the national document, which is being prepared within the framework 
of the law on rights of persons with disabilities, children suffering from 
Down syndrome will enjoy better living conditions, IRNA quoted Hossein 
Nahvinejad as saying on Thursday. 

سند ملی کودکان سندروم داون تدوین می شود

معــاون امــور توانبخشــی بهزیســتی کشــور از تدویــن ســند ملــی کــودکان ســندروم داون توســط 
ایــن ســازمان بــرای بهتــر شــدن شــرایط ایــن کــودکان خبــر داد.

ــب  ــه تصوی ــا توجــه ب ــژاد روز پنجشــنبه گفــت: ب ــا، حســین نحــوی ن ــگار ایرن ــزارش خبرن ــه گ ب
ــودکان  ــرای ک ــی ب ــای خاص ــت ه ــته، ظرفی ــال گذش ــفند س ــوالن در اس ــت از معل ــون حمای قان

ــت. ــده اس ــه ش ــر گرفت ــندروم داون در نظ س

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION
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 1   “The killing of children, as well as 
of clearly identified journalists and medical 
staffers by security forces during a demon-
stration are particularly unacceptable,” 
Guterres said.

“They must be allowed to perform their 
duties without fear of death or injury.”

Israel has not yet responded to the ac-
cusations.

Guterres also told the Security Council 
that he “unequivocally condemns the steps 
by all parties that have brought us to this 
dangerous and fragile place” in the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict.

 Independent investigation
Guterres renewed his call for an independent 

investigation of the shooting deaths in Gaza. 
Israel, which says Hamas has used the protests 
as cover for attacks on the border fence, has 
rejected the appeal and argued that the use of 
force is justified to defend its borders.

The marchers have pressed demands for 
a right of return for Palestinian refugees to 
their families homes which they were forced 
to flee 70 years ago.

Guterres reiterated that “there is no viable 
alternative to the two-state solution,” with 
Israel and Palestine living side by side in 
peace and with Jerusalem as the capital of 
both states.

But he said that “only by changing the 
reality on the ground - by recognizing and 
addressing the plight of Palestinians in Gaza, 
ensuring that all sides recommit to the 2014 
ceasefire understandings, and supporting 
Egyptian-led efforts to restore control of 
the legitimate Palestinian government in 
Gaza - can we preserve the possibility of 
a viable, independent and fully represent-
ative Palestinian state and avert another 
disastrous, lethal conflict.”

The secretary-general also condemned 
Israel’s settlement activity that he says “con-
tinue unabated”, May 30 decision by Israel 
to approve 3,500 housing units in the West 
Bank - the largest batch of new housing since 
June 2017.

The UN considers the expansion of set-
tlements on land earmarked for a future 
Palestinian state to be illegal. Guterres said 
the construction must “cease immediately 
and completely”.

 Israeli delegation due in 
Bahrain amid warming ties

An Israeli delegation is reportedly due 
to travel to Bahrain later this month for 
a UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization) event in 
Manama. The visit is likely to trigger a fresh 
public outcry against the House of Khalifah 
regime’s warming relations with Tel Aviv.

Mounir Bouchenaki, an advisor for the 
Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities, 
told The Bahraini daily Akhbar al-Khaleej that 
Manama would host the Israeli delegation 
for the 42nd World Heritage Committee 
session scheduled to be held in the Bahraini 
capital between June 24 and July 4.

He also noted that any member of the 
United Nations “has the right to participate, 
including Israel,” claiming that Bahrain would 
avoid politicizing the event.

 As an apparent advocate of the Pales-
tinian cause, Bahrain has no formal diplo-

matic relations with the occupying regime 
in Israel, but senior officials from the two 
sides have reportedly had secret contacts 
in recent years.

Manama’s overtures to Tel Aviv have 
been met with strong public scrutiny, with 
people in the Persian Gulf tiny state holding 
numerous protest rallies against normali-
zation of ties with Tel Aviv.

In May 2017, Manama witnessed the first 
visit of an Israeli official at the 67th congress 
of football’s world governing body, FIFA. 
That visit prompted the hashtag “#Bah-
rain_refuses_normalization” to go viral.

In 2005, Bahraini Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifah boasted to an American official 
that Manama had contacts with Tel Aviv 
“at the intelligence/security level” and indi-
cated willingness “to move forward in other 
areas,” according to a secret United States 
diplomatic cable published by WikiLeaks.

The tiny Persian Gulf state became the 
only Persian Gulf country in 2016 to publicly 
mourn the death of former Israeli president 
Shimon Peres.

Also that year, Manama officials raised 
eyebrows by hosting and participating in an 
Israeli celebration in Manama, where Bahraini 
dignitaries and traders danced next to rabbis.

In September 2017, Israeli newspapers 
quoted a rabbi who had met with the Bahraini 
king as saying that the ruler had opposed the 
Arab states’ boycott of Israel and intended 
to allow citizens from his kingdom to visit 
the occupied territories.

 Bahraini group in Israel with 
message from king: paper

Elsewhere, Israeli media reports say 24 
members of a Bahraini group, which professes 
campaigning for “religious freedom,” trav-
eled to Israel this week for a four-day visit.

Last December, the Bahraini king sent 
a delegation to Israel “with a message of 
peace to the whole world,” The Times of 
Israel reported.

Bahraini people have been holding peace-
ful protest rallies on an almost daily basis 
since February 2011, demanding that the 
House of Khalifah relinquish power and allow 
a just system representing all Bahrainis to 
be established.

There has been widespread criticism of 

the ruling family’s discrimination against 
Bahrain’s Shia majority.

Manama has responded to the demon-
strations with violent force, drawing inter-
national criticism from rights groups.

 U.S. plan for Gaza meant to 
grant concessions to Israel: PA

Meantime, the Palestinian Authority has 
cautioned regional states against collaborat-
ing with Israel regarding an American “aid” 
plan for the Gaza Strip, saying the scheme 
is meant to sow discord among Palestinians 
and get concessions on occupied al-Quds 
(Jerusalem).

On Sunday, the Israeli Haaretz newspa-
per reported that the administration of the 
U.S. President Donald Trump is trying to 
persuade the Persian Gulf Arab monarchies 
to invest in Gaza economic projects in a bid 
to calm the situation in the Israeli-blocked 
territory before Washington unveils its so-
called Middle East peace plan.

Haaretz quoted Israeli and Arab sourc-
es as saying that the idea would be raised 
during an upcoming visit by White House 
special adviser Jared Kushner and the U.S. 
Middle East envoy Jason Greenblatt to the 
occupied territories, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Jordan and Qatar.

The sources said Washington hopes that 
it could raise between $500 million and 
$1 billion.

The White House, however, declined to 
elaborate on the Gaza initiative and stressed 
that it “won’t discuss specifics before the 
conversations have taken place.”

“The Palestinian leadership warns the 
countries of the region against cooperating 
with a move whose goal is to perpetuate 
the separation between Gaza and the West 
Bank and lead to concessions on Jerusalem 
(al-Quds) and the holy sites,” Palestinian 
Authority spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeineh 
said in a statement on Monday.

The U.S. administration is working with 
Israel to divide the Palestinians under the 
guise of “humanitarian aid or rehabilita-
tion” and hinder their struggles against the 
regime’s occupation, he added.

Abu Rudeineh also noted that the Palestin-
ian Authority is “confident that the strength 
of the Palestinian people will thwart all the 

plots whose goal is to liquidate the Palestinian 
issue, and that the Arab countries worldwide 
which support the battle for freedom and 
liberty will cooperate with the Palestinian 
people on this issue.”

Meanwhile, another unnamed Palestinian 
official accused the Trump administration 
of seeking to revive an initiative proposed 
in 2004 by Israel’s then National Security 
Council chief Giora Eiland, the report added.

The proposal called on Egypt to give 600 
square kilometers of land in the Sinai Pen-
insula to the Palestinians in exchange for 
Israel handing over 200 square kilometers 
in the Negev Desert to Cairo.

“The Palestinian leadership rejected this 
plan out of hand at the time and the Arab 
states also won’t agree to this under any 
circumstances,” the official said.

Last week, the Palestinian Authority 
(PA) said the so-called peace plan, which 
has been promoted by the U.S. to end the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, is “meaningless” 
as it lacks the support of Palestinians.

The Palestinian Authority says a so-called 
peace plan promoted by the U.S. to resolve 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is “a waste 
of time.”

In December 2017, Abbas formally 
declared that the Palestinians would no 
longer accept the U.S. as a mediator to 
resolve their decades-long row with Israel 
because Washington was “completely biased” 
towards Tel Aviv.

The announcement came after Trump 
recognized al-Quds (Jerusalem) as the 
“capital” of Israel and announced plans to 
transfer the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to 
al-Quds (Jerusalem).

The U.S. embassy relocation took place 
on May 14, the eve of the 70th anniversary 
of the Nakba Day (the Day of Catastrophe), 
sparking deadly clashes in Gaza.

Since March 30, people in Gaza have 
held weekly protests demanding the right 
to return for those Palestinians driven out 
of their homeland.

 Israeli use of live fire in Gaza 
Strip creates unprecedented crisis: 
Red Cross

International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) says Israeli troops’ unrestricted use of 
live ammunition against unarmed Palestinian 
protesters in the besieged Gaza Strip has left 
the enclave’s health workers struggling to 
cope with an unprecedented crisis.

More than 130 Palestinians, including 14 
children, have so far been killed by Israeli 
troops since the Great March of Return ral-
lies commenced in the blockaded sliver on 
March 30. Some 13,300 Palestinians also 
sustained wounds, of them 300 are currently 
in a critical condition.

Robert Mardini, the regional director for 
the Middle East at the ICRC, further said at 
a press conference on Monday that the “vast 
majority” of more than 13,000 hospitalized 
demonstrators had suffered severe injuries, 
including multiple gunshot wounds.

As a result of the talks, the Palestinian Red 
Cross has been able to dispatch aid workers 
in the vicinity of the fence, separating the 
Gaza Strip from the Israeli-held territories, 
to evacuate the wounded to safety.

China slams U.S. 
‘blackmailing’ as Trump 
issues new trade threat
U.S. President Donald Trump threatened to impose a 10 percent 
tariff on $200 billion of Chinese goods and Beijing warned it 
would retaliate, in a rapid escalation of the trade conflict between 
the world’s two biggest economies.

Trump’s latest move, as Washington fights trade battles on 
several fronts, was unexpectedly swift and sharp.

It was retaliation, he said, for China’s decision to raise tariffs 
on $50 billion in U.S. goods, which came after Trump announced 
similar tariffs on Chinese goods on Friday.

“After the legal process is complete, these tariffs will 
go into effect if China refuses to change its practices, and 
also if it insists on going forward with the new tariffs that 
it has recently announced,” Trump said in a statement 
on Monday.

The comments sent global stock markets skidding and weak-
ened both the dollar and the Chinese yuan on Tuesday. Shanghai 
stocks plunged to two-year lows.

China’s commerce ministry said Beijing will fight 
back with “qualitative” and “quantitative” measures if 
the United States publishes an additional list of tariffs 
on Chinese goods.

“Such a practice of extreme pressure and blackmailing deviates 
from the consensus reached by both sides on multiple occasions,” 
the ministry said in a statement.

“The United States has initiated a trade war and violated market 
regulations, and is harming the interests of not just the people 
of China and the U.S., but of the world.”

U.S. business groups said members were bracing for a backlash 
from the Chinese government that would affect all American 
firms in China, not just in sectors facing tariffs.

Jacob Parker, vice president of China operations at the U.S.-China 
Business Council in Beijing, said China would undoubtedly “begin 
looking at other ways to enforce action against U.S companies 
that are operating in the market.”

(Source: Reuters)

The riddle of López Obrador
 8  For several weeks, he led protests that paralyzed Mexico 

City as he proclaimed himself to be Mexico’s rightful president. 
This gamble cost him a significant amount of political capital, with 
many Mexicans regarding him as self-serving and disrespectful 
of the democratic process.

In 2012, following his defeat by Enrique Peña Nieto, the pho-
togenic P.R.I candidate, he left the P.R.D. to form the National 
Regeneration Movement, known as Morena. In less than three 
years, Morena has emerged as a viable alternative to the en-
trenched P.R.I. and P.A.N. parties.

With a fierce persistence, he has forged yet another path to 
the presidency.

To broaden his political reach, this time around Mr. López 
Obrador has allied himself with a range of political players: corrupt 
union leaders and representatives of the far right.

Mr. López Obrador’s campaign has also been helped along by 
the current government’s dismal approval ratings. Fed up with 
corruption, the slumping economy and the surge in violent crime 
during Mr. Peña Nieto’s six-year term, many Mexicans tend to 
view Mr. López Obrador as the only alternative for real change.

In the quest to win over Mexico’s business sector, AMLO has 
positioned himself as a political moderate. In an effort to assure 
they will not fall into the kind of deep debt that plagues so many 
leftist governments in Latin America, his advisers promise sound 
fiscal policy, to control foreign debt (which ballooned in 2017), 
and to slash a third of the country’s highest-paid government jobs.

 The candidates’ strategies
Hovering over this election are the candidates’ strategies for 

confronting the bully in the White House, defending the rights 
of Mexicans living in the United States, while maintaining the 
economic relationship with our northern neighbor that is vital 
to the Mexican economy. Mr. López Obrador and his team have 
issued a categorical defense of Nafta.

During the second presidential debate on May 20, which fo-
cused on foreign affairs and United States-Mexico relations, Mr. 
López Obrador reiterated that the best foreign policy is domestic 
policy: deal with solving the many problems inside Mexico before 
attempting to solve regional problems. He also suggested that 
Mexico’s relationship with the White House would naturally 
improve under his stewardship because of the renewed moral 
authority he would bring to the presidency following Mr. Peña 
Nieto’s corrupt government.

Not long ago some prominent business leaders confronted 
him on his decision to halt the construction of Mexico City’s new 
airport, a $13 billion venture, if he is elected. Mr. López Obrador 
insisted that it was an exorbitant project plagued with corrup-
tion, and claimed to have a less expensive solution up his sleeve.

Though later on he backpedaled, saying that the suspension of 
the project was not yet final, his position ignited a fiery round of 
accusations from many business organizations. In his characteristic 
tone of moral superiority, Mr. López Obrador announced that a 
certain clique of businessmen are part of a “mafia of power” who 
feel that they own Mexico. In retaliation, these business groups 
have published newspaper inserts protesting his treatment, and 
a few moguls have started open campaigns to dissuade Mexicans 
from voting for him.

Recently, Mr. López Obrador has made his way back to the 
path of moderation. One of Mexico’s main television stations 
visited him at home and presented him as a no-frills Christian 
man with an intelligent and charming wife.

Judging by his track record as the mayor of Mexico City, it seems 
likely that as president he would maintain a shrewd, responsible 
fiscal policy, to fight corruption and expand social policies. But 
it also seems likely that if he secures absolute power he would 
mobilize his ground troops to fight his enemies, divide the world 
into good guys and bad guys, and use strategies such as popular 
referendums to avert legal obstacles.

Mr. López Obrador must understand that he will rule for all. 
He is right to stress that Mexico suffers from crony capitalism, 
and that many public institutions have been kidnapped by private 
interests. But he clouds the atmosphere when, during his rallies, 
he calls businesspeople predatory and Supreme Court judges 
gangsters, or when he belittles the efforts of the civil society as a 
mask to advance personal interests. And if he will fight corruption, 
he should also aim toward some of his own clique.

If he wins the presidency, and takes a majority in the Congress, 
his proposed constitutional amendments will be fast-tracked. 
And his success will revive the nagging question in the mind of 
many Mexicans these days: Will he be an agent for change, or 
the strongman of yet another Mexican revolution?

(Source: The NYT)

UN chief Antonio Guterres: 
Gaza ‘on brink of war’

The United States Trump administration again doubled 
down on its policy of separating families at the border as 
audio of crying children in a so-called “immigration shelter” 
generated further outrage over the approach.

 “Papa! Papa!” one child weeps as screams and cries of 
others are heard in an audio clip released by ProPublica, 
a U.S.-based media outlet, on Monday.

According to ProPublica, the clip was obtained from 
prominent civil rights lawyer Jennifer Harbury who was 
given the audio by an unidentified individual who recorded 
the children in a detention center.

The now-viral clip has driven anger that continues to 
mount against the U.S. President Donald Trump, whose 
administration has introduced a “zero-tolerance” approach 
towards migrants and refugees who cross the U.S. southern 
border without documents.

Part of the policy has been separating children from 
their parents who are detained.

Inside a detention center last week. Children separated 
from their parents wail and ask for help.

Last week, a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
spokesman said that nearly 2,000 minors were separated 
from 1,940 adults who crossed the U.S. border without 
documents between April 19 and May 31.

Administration officials say they are simply following 
the law, however, there are no statutes that mandate sep-
arating children from families at the border.

On Monday, DHS Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen faced a 
number of questions from White House reporters over 
the practice. She again blamed the policy on politicians, 
saying that “Congress alone can fix it.”

However, critics point out that the administration can 
simply end the “zero-tolerance” approach. Rights groups 
accuse Trump of using the issue as a way to pressure Demo-
crats into pushing through immigration reform legislation 
that includes funding for his border wall on the U.S.-Mexico 
border.

House minority leader Nancy Pelosi, as well as Demo-
cratic Senators Kamala Harris and Tina Smith have called 
on Nielsen to resign.

Prior to the audio clip going viral, Trump said that he 
would not allow the U.S. to become a “migrant camp”, adding 
that “it will not be a refugee holding facility. It won’t be.”

Trump’s comments came as many legislators on both 

sides of the aisle, as well as rights groups, intensified their 
criticism, with Amnesty International calling his policy 
“nothing short of torture”.

“Make no mistake, these family separations are a crisis 
of the government’s own making,” Erika Guevara-Rosas, 
Amnesty’s Americas director, said in a statement on Monday.

“This is a particularly cruel policy, where frightened 
children are being ripped from their parent’s arms and 
taken to overflowing detention centers, which are effec-
tively cages,” she said.

“This is nothing short of torture.”
The “cages” Guevara-Rosas was referring to are the so-

called “shelters” and “detention centers” where individuals, 
including children, are being housed.

DHS released photos of the centers after a small group 
of reporters and politicians went on a tour of a facility in 
Texas over the weekend. The photos show individuals, 
including children, sitting on mattresses on the floor in 
chain-link fences.

Over the weekend, protesters also marched to the newly 
erected tent city in Tornillo, Texas, where hundreds of boys 
will be housed, according to Congressman Will Hurd, who 
toured the area.

In February, Human Rights Watch (HRW) released a 
report that found that women and children detained by 
the U.S. Customs and Border Protection were regularly 
held in freezing cells and suffer other harsh treatment.

The report was based on interviews of about 110 women 
and children who were held in centers in 2015, 2016 and 

2017 - under the administrations of both Trump and former 
President Barack Obama. The majority of the interviews 
were conducted in 2017.

Obama was also criticized after photos in 2014, showed 
children in similar holding cells, also referred to by rights 
groups as “cages”.

At the time, Obama officials said the facilities were 
necessary to deal with an influx in the number of “unac-
companied minors” coming to the U.S.

The photos outraged the public, as well as immigrants 
rights groups, many of whom were also staunch critics of 
the former president’s tough immigration policies.

According to a study by the racial justice think-tank 
Applied Research Center (now known as Race Forward), 
more than 5,100 children in 22 states in 2011 were in foster 
care due to deportations.

Local news reports at the time documented stories of 
children and teens coming home to find a parent detained 
and eventually deported.

Unlike Trump, however, previous administrations, in-
cluding that of Obama, did not have a policy of separating 
nearly all families at the border.

Make no mistake, these family separations are a crisis 
of the government’s own making.

Trump’s “zero-tolerance” policy is a departure from the 
previous precedent that placed those detained in immigra-
tion proceedings while their asylum claims were examined 
or deportation proceedings finalized.

Families were often kept together in centers, or released 
to await their hearings.

Trump has repeatedly rallied against immigrants since 
the 2016 presidential election, running on a campaign to 
build a wall on the U.S.-Mexico border.

He expanded the powers of the Immigration Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) agency to focus on detaining the ma-
jority of undocumented immigrants, including those with 
no criminal record.

The administration has also ended Temporary Protect-
ed Status (TPS) for thousands of Salvadorans, Haitians, 
Nepalis, Nicaraguans and Sudanese.

Trump also attempted to end protections for children 
brought to the U.S. without documents. That decision has 
been temporarily blocked by the courts.

(Source: Al Jazeera)

Trump doubles down as anger grows over child separation policy
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For football fans across the globe, the opportunity to go to 
the World Cup is something dreams are made of.

For 30 children who live with serious illnesses or conditions, 
that dream has come true courtesy of Russian billionaire 
Roman Abramovich and a group of other donors.

Abramovich’s money and donations from others across 
the world have enabled Gilad Salter, the CEO and founder 
of the charity, to fund flights from Israel to Russia, hotels 
and food throughout the week-long stay.

The group of 68, which includes 38 carers, will take in 
three World Cup games during their stay in Russia.

“I’m having the time of my life,” nine-year-old Polina 
Feldman, who suffers with cerebral palsy, told CNN.

“I’ve never been abroad before, and football is my life.”
The group watched Mexico defeat reigning world champion 

Germany on Sunday and will also attend the Poland-Senegal 

clash on Tuesday and Portugal vs Morocco on Wednesday.
“I still can’t believe I’m here,” said Zidane Abu, 20, who 

also has cerebral palsy.
“Going to the World Cup was my greatest dream. All the 

people around are very kind, asking to take their photos 
with us, as like we’re the stars.”

This is the third tournament in succession that Abram-
ovich has donated to the Fulfilling Dreams, having helped 
the group travel to Brazil four years ago and to Euro 2016 
in France. The Chelsea Football Club owner was first made 
aware of the charity by his friend and former Chelsea man-
ager Avram Grant. Abramovich is Russia’s 11th-richest man 
with a worth of $10.8 billion, according to Forbes magazine.

“Mr. Abramovich is supporting ‘Fulfilling Dreams’ for 
the third major tournament, following the Brazil World Cup 
and France Euros, and we continue to be impressed by the 

selfless work Gilad and his team are doing,” a spokesman 
for Abramovich told CNN.

“The fact that the World Cup is here in Russia this year 
makes it even more special, and we hope the kids take home 
some great memories.”

The charity has also received help from Moscow’s Jewish 
community.

“We are so grateful to all our donors, especially Mr. Abram-
ovich, for their tremendous generosity,” said Salter, who was 
born in Manchester, England, but moved to Israel as a child.

“The dedication and hard work of all the helpers are such 
an important part of the success as well. I personally am so 
lucky to be able to do this for such deserving kids and to be 
able to give them something special to relieve, even briefly, 
the difficulties that they experience in their everyday lives.”

(Source: CNN)

Brazil complain to FIFA over 
non-use of VAR technology

Brazil players complained long and hard that defender Miranda 
was pushed by Steven Zuber when he headed home Switzerland’s 
equaliser early in the second half of their Group E opener on 
Sunday.

They also believe Gabriel Jesus was manhandled inside the 
penalty area and should have been awarded a spot kick.

Neither incident appeared to be reviewed.
“The CBF requires to know from FIFA the reason the technology 

was not used in key incidents during the game,” the organisation 
said in a statement.

VAR is being used in the World Cup for the first time and, 
according to FIFA, should only “correct clear and obvious errors 
and missed incidents in clearly defined match-changing decisions”.

Brazil believe the two incidents, neither of which they referred 
to directly, are covered by that explanation.

The technology has been used sparingly in Russia with only 
one major dispute, a penalty awarded to France against Australia 
that was initially turned down.

The penalty, which was scored by Antoine Griezmann, helped 
France to a 2-1 victory.

(Source: Mirror)

France will have to step up the intensity of their defensive coverage 
when they face Peru in their second Group C match, defender 
Raphael Varane said on Tuesday.

France struggled to contain a tenacious Australian side in their 
first game, winning 2-1 with the help of the first World Cup penalty 
awarded after a video review and a deflected Paul Pogba goal.

“Some things were not done that well (in the first match),” 
Varane told a news conference. “We know that we will have to 
defend with more intensity, but mostly defend together.”

Varane warned that France should not be complacent against 
Peru on Thursday in Yekaterinburg, a team who looked lively 
despite losing 1-0 to Denmark.

“We’re still at the start of the competition,” Varane said. “We 
shouldn’t dramatise (the situation) even though we have to be 
aware of the things that didn’t go so well during the last match.”

The Real Madrid centre back said the tough match against 
Australia had stirred discussion among the team on how to im-
prove against Peru.

“We’ve made our assessments,” he said. “We have talked 
among players. We’ve talked to the coach. We know where we 
want to go for the next match.”

France have often struggled against South American sides, 
losing 3-2 at home to Colombia in a March friendly.

(Source: Reuters)

South Korea must defy their status as the weakest team in the 
group and upset a resurgent Mexico if they are to keep their 
World Cup hopes alive, captain Ki Sung-yueng said.

A 1-0 defeat to Sweden in their opening Group F clash at the 
Nizhny Novgorod Stadium on Monday has immediately put the 
Asians on the back foot and needing an improved performance 
against El Tri, by their own admission.

“To be fair, every team in our group is better than us, so every 
game is going to be tough,” the midfielder said as he looked ahead 
to Saturday’s encounter in Rostov-on-Don.

“I watched Mexico’s game against Germany and, as I expected, 
they looked a really good team, really good organization and their 
individual performances were great.”

Mexico upset the world champions with a fully deserved 1-0 
win in Moscow on Sunday.

“It is going to be an even tougher game. Sweden had bigger 
players and used more their physical size but I expect Mexico to 
play more with the ball. They are faster, so it will be a different 
kind of game,” Ki added.

“We have to focus on our defensive side first so that we don’t 
concede and then maybe we can get something on the counter 
attack or from set pieces.”

Ki, who has announced he will leave relegated Swansea City 
after five seasons at the Welsh club, suggested all was not lost 
for the Koreans.

“Our organization was not that bad in the game. We had chances 
as well, so it was disappointing (to lose). We could have won, it 
could have been a draw but Sweden won in the end and I suppose 
that was a fair result,” he added.

“In this tournament the first game is always crucial.”
(Source: Goal)

France to ramp up intensity 
against Peru, Varane says

Ki says ‘weakest in group’ 
Korea aware of mighty task 
ahead

Harry Kane rose emphatically to the World Cup challenge 
in England’s opening match against Tunisia, scoring a last-
gasp winner to give Gareth Southgate’s side lift-off in Russia.

It was a remarkable World Cup debut for Kane, who 
bore the added pressure of the captain’s armband and the 
weight of a nation on his 24-year-old shoulders.

Critics were sharpening their pencils. He had never won 
a trophy with Tottenham. He had never scored in a major 
tournament. He had failed to find the net in four appearances 
at Euro 2016 and in the big Champions League matches 
against the likes of Real Madrid.

Kane, scorer of a remarkable 59 Premier League goals 
in the past two seasons, was even goaded by a Russian re-
porter in the pre-match press conference about his lack 
of silverware.

“Maybe I’ll be sitting here in four weeks with the big gold 
one,” he quipped back.

He had a score to settle and all he needed was two op-
portunities on Monday at the Volgograd Arena, just two 
strikes on target.

He scored both, the second in breathless fashion with a 
clever, composed, far-post header as the clock ticked past 
90 minutes to give England a precious 2-1 win.

On the biggest stage of all, it had taken him just 11 minutes 
to open his account as England swept forward in waves.

John Stones’s header was clawed out by goalkeeper Mouez 
Hassen and the ultimate poacher Kane was there to volley 

home the rebound sweetly.
“It was him who was always there at the right time,” 

admitted Tunisia coach Nabil Maaloul, whose defenders 
had spent most of the match wrestling Kane to the ground 
to keep him quiet.

Tunisia lost track of Kane only twice from set pieces in 
91 minutes. It cost them two goals, and the match. “He is 
the optimal striker,” said Maaloul.

Kane was less enthused about his treatment, but knows 
he is a marked man and can expect more of the same as the 
tournament progresses.

    Compelling stats 
“I was a bit disappointed by the referee not saying an-

ything on corners, I couldn’t get them off me,” Kane said. 
“But all we can do is get on with the game.”

Kane largely disappeared for the 80 minutes that separated 
his goals, but he has that indefinable quality that elevates 
great strikers above the rest -- he will always, somehow, 
find a way to earn one last chance, and one is generally 
all he needs.

“In the back of our minds, we thought that it could be one 
of those days where it doesn’t go our way,” Kane admitted 
after the match.

“But that’s why you work so hard, so you can go to 90-
plus minutes to win a game. We got lucky and we got the 
goal in the end.”

He is now on the path to joining the company of England 
World Cup legends. The last man to score twice for England 
in a World Cup match was 1986 Golden Boot winner Gary 
Lineker, against Cameroon in Italia 90.

And in one match Kane now has doubled the World Cup 
goals tally of England’s record scorer Wayne Rooney, who 
played in the 2006, 2010 and 2014 tournaments.

Kane’s stats are compelling: he has eight goals in the 
six games he has worn the England armband, 11 in his past 
eight games for the Three Lions.

“If he hadn’t scored, I’d be answering questions about 
his ability to score in tournament football,” said Southgate, 
almost tired of people doubting Kane’s ability.

 (Source: AFP)

England have a new prince - and his name is Harry

The Argentina national team is impressed 
with conditions at its training base in Bron-
nitsy, outside Moscow, Argentina’s Am-
bassador to Russia Ricardo Lagorio told 
reporters on Monday.

The team is training for its FIFA World 
Cup matches at the Specialized Children and 
Youth Sports School of the Olympic Reserve 
in Bronnitsy. On Monday, the last 15 minutes 
of a training session were open for the me-
dia. The ambassador said all conditions for 
effective training sessions had been created 
at the base in Bronnitsy. “All football play-
ers are overjoyed. I have personally visited 
the training base and the place where the 
Argentinian team lives, and I can say that 
everything is fine,” he went on to say.

“Russia has prepared for the World Cup 
excellently and now the success of our na-
tional team at the World Cup depends only 
on the players themselves,” Lagorio said.

“I am not making guesses as to how far 
our national team will advance. There is 
a well-known saying that match lasts 90 
minutes during which one can lose twice, 

tie the game three times, and win only one 
time,” the diplomat said. He said he wanted 
to see the national teams of Russia and 
Argentina meeting at the very last leg of 
the tournament, to see the strongest one 
emerging as the winner.

The national teams of Argentina and 
Iceland exchanged spectacular offensives 
during their Group D opening match of the 
2018 FIFA World Cup, held on Saturday at 
the Spartak Arena in Moscow, but finished 
their duel with 1-1 draw.

On June 21, Argentina will face Croatia 
in its second Group D match in Nizhny 
Novgorod. Russia is holding its first time 
ever edition of the FIFA World Cup, which 
kicked off in Moscow with a spectacular 
opening show at the Luzhniki Stadium on 
the night of June 14. Russia selected 11 host 
cities to be the venues for the matches of the 
2018 World Cup and they are Moscow, St. 
Petersburg, Sochi, Kazan, Saransk, Kalin-
ingrad, Volgograd, Rostov-on-Don, Nizhny 
Novgorod, Yekaterinburg and Samara.

(Source: Tass)

Fingers jabbing towards umpires, angry 
words and racquet smashing are familiar 
sights on the tennis court.

On Sunday, Britain’s Johanna Konta was 
the latest player to vent her fury over a line 
call, shouting at an umpire while playing 
in the final of the Nature Valley Open in 
Nottingham: “It’s an absolute joke. You’re 
making decisions that affect our lives. Do 
you fully understand that?”

The computer technology exists to coolly, 
calmly and robotically decide whether a 
ball was in or out on every line call - re-
moving the need for human line judges 
on court - but then, where would be the 
fun in introducing that?

“I prefer to have them there so I can 
yell at them,” joked Wimbledon champion 
Garbine Muguruza when asked if it was 
time to scrap line judges in favour of elec-
tronic line calls with an automated voice.

“Nah, I don’t yell but for sure it would 
be awkward, you’d miss the people that 
have the eyes to see it. It would be scary, 
I’m not a technology person, I don’t have 

a computer, I don’t like all these things.”
Line judges were replaced by Hawk-

Eye technology at the Next Gen Finals in 
Milan last November, meaning that for 
the first time at an ATP event the umpire 
was the only official on court.

Each computer line call was called out 
by the technology and was final. Players 
were not able to challenge calls as they do 
at most tournaments, because the need to 
do so via Hawk-Eye video replays - where 
they are allowed three unsuccessful chal-
lenges in a set - was deemed redundant.

ATP chief Chris Kermode liked what he 
saw in the experiment, saying it had sped 
up play as players heard the call and just 
got on with it.

But maybe players do not just want to 
do that - some prefer to make more of an 
impression. Quite literally in the case of 
former world number one Karolina Pliskova, 
who bashed a hole in an umpire’s chair with 
her racquet frame at the end of a match in 
Rome last month.

(Source: BBC)

Argentina’s football team happy about 
their training base outside Moscow

Would technology temper the tennis 
outbursts?

Roman Abramovich makes World Cup 
dreams come true for seriously ill children

“Feel the power of dream at 
2018 World Cup” 
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Zahra Nemati to Represent Iran 
in Asian Games
TASNIM — Iranian para archer Zahra Nemati will participate 
at the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta, Indonesia.

The 2018 Asian Games will 
be held in Indonesia from 18 
August to 2 September.

Nemati will participate at 
the Asian Games for the first 
time after she represented Iran 
in the 2016 Olympic Game as 
a disabled archer.

Nemati did not win medal in 
Olympics but she earned a gold 
at the 2016 Summer Paralympic 
at Women’s individual recurve 
W1/W2 as well as a silver at 
Team recurve open.

Nemati was selected to com-
pete for Iran at the 2012 Summer 
Paralympics, held in London, 
where she won two medals, becoming the first Iranian woman 
to win a gold medal at either the Olympic or Paralympic Games.

World Cup: Andres Cunha to 
Officiate Iran v Spain

TASNIM — Uruguayan referee Andres Cunha has been chosen 
to officiate the match between Iran and Spain in Group B of the 
2018 World Cup.

The match has been scheduled for Wednesday in Kazan’s 
Arena Kazan.

With his Fifa license, Cunha has taken charge of games all 
over South America, including huge matches in the Copa Lib-
ertadores and Copa America.

Last year Cunha went to his first major tournament, taking 
charge of three games at the under-20 World Cup in South Korea.

He officiated the match between France and Australia and 
gave the first ever VAR awarded penalty in the World Cups.

(Source: FIFA)

Iran basketball defeats 
Serbian teams in friendlies

TASNIM — The Iranian national basketball team defeated the 
Serbian clubs in two friendly matches as part of preparation for 
the 2018 Asian Games.

Iran defeated the Serbian 
club Zemun 76-45 in its first 
match on Sunday and beat 
Radnicki 65-48 in the follow-
ing match on Monday.

Team Melli, who is prepar-
ing for the 2018 Asian Games 
in Jakarta, Indonesia, will also 
play Serbia national team in 
its training camp in the Eu-
ropean country.

The 2018 edition of the Asian 
Games will be held from August 
18 to September 2.

China is the most-decorated 
basketball team in Asian Games, 
winning the title seven times, followed by South Korea and the 
Philippines with four titles each.

Iran became runner-up in the previous edition, losing to host 
South Korea in the final match.

Zob Ahan reaches agreement 
with Honduran Eddie 
Hernandez

PLDC — Iranian football club Zob Ahan has reached an agree-
ment with Honduran striker Eddie Hernandez. 

Most recently, the 27-year-year forward has played for Ka-
zakhstan’s Irtysh Pavlodar.

After Jerry Bengtson who played in Persepolis and Zob Ahan, 
Hernandez will become second Honduran joining the Iranian teams. 

Under coaching of Amir Ghalenoei, Zob Ahan finished run-
ner-up last season in Iran Professional League.

Zob Ahan will be headed by ex-Iran assistant Omid Namazi in 
the upcoming season. The IPL new season will kick off on July 26.

Fernando Hierro confirms 
David De Gea will start 
against Iran

Spain boss Fernando Hierro has confirmed that David De Gea 
will start their next match against Iran on Wednesday.

La Roja travel to Kazan to take on the Asian nation, looking for 
their first win of the World Cup.

It was a Cristiano Ronaldo 
hat-trick that saw them draw 
3-3 with Portugal last Friday, 
with the Manchester United 
shot-stopper at fault for the 
second strike.

There had been talk that De Dea 
would be dropped for their next 
game due to that mistake, with 
Athletic Bilbao’s Kepa coming in.

However, Hierro has insisted 
that is not the case and that the 
United Player of the Season will 
remain between the posts.

“His is calm,” Hierro told 
reporters on Monday. “He’s training as normal and he has all our 
confidence. “I have clear ideas of what I want, and from my expe-
rience, players need confidence and not just in the good times.”                             

(Source: en.onefootball.com)

By Masoud Hossein
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KAZAN, Moscow— Iran national football 
team captain Masoud Shojaei, says they’re 
happy to be in the 2018 World Cup, especially 
to play against Spain.

“For each player, playing in the World Cup is 
an honor and I am here and I’m happy.  I want to 
help my team, that ’s why I am here,” he added.

“We know that Spain is one the best teams 

in the world, but we will also do our best,” 
Shojaei added.

Iran will face powerhouse Spain on 
Wednesday at the Kazan Arena.

Iran is top of Group B after beating Mo-
rocco 1-0 on Friday.

Spain and Portugal shared the spoils in 
another’s group match.

We are very excited to face Spain:  Masoud Shojaei

By Martin Reza Babry

KAZAN — While anyone would have expected Iran 
to lead group B ahead of Spain, Portugal and Morocco 
after the first matchday, Team Melli now have to build 
on their situation and try to somehow hold off Spain 
in the second game.

While this seems almost a mission impossible, same 
had applied to their second group match versus Argen-
tina four years ago, but an inspiring Iran team held the 
later finalists to a goalless draw until the final minute of 
the game, before being denied a point by a late Lionel 
Messi masterpiece.

After the opener in Brazil had been a similarly unattractive 
event, a dull goalless draw against Nigeria, Team Melli’s 
display versus the South American giants had differed a 
lot, with Iran creating much more chances than anyone 
would have expected.

With the fact that Iran’s second game at a World Cup 
traditionally is their strongest, there is some hope for 
Iran, who also have developed under Carlos Queiroz 
a lot since then.

Of course Iran’s main focus will be laid on the 
defense. In absence of Rouzbeh Cheshmi, who will 
not be able to play again in this tournament due to a 
muscle injury sustained in Sunday’s training session, 
the main question is who will replace the 24-year-old 
in central defense.

Youngster Majid Hosseini seems to have good chances, 
considering he came on as late substitute versus Morocco, 
but considering the 21-year-old only has to caps to his 
tally so far and only broke into Esteghlal Tehran’s starting 
lineup this year, Queiroz might opt for the much more 
experienced Pejman Montazeri.

Also Mohammad-Reza Khanzadeh, who like Cheshmi 
has gotten a lot of minutes in Iran’s friendly matches since 
qualifying last spring, would be an option. But the 28-year-old 
could also be used as right-back instead of Ramin Rezaeian, 
who’s more offensive interpretation of the right-back position 
might be the wrong approach against Spain.

In defensive midfield, Saeid Ezatollahi will undoubtedly 

return. Omid Ebrahimi, who did a splendid job in the first 
match and fully recovered from his rib injury, might be 
moved to the right central midfield position in the 4-3-3, 
to help destroying Spain’s build-up. That would mean 
both veteran playmakers Masoud Shojaei and Ashkan 
Dejagah would start on the bench.

On the left fast-paced Milad Mohammadi might 
return to the starting lineup as left-back while Ehsan 
Hajsafi could return to the midfield, where he is usually 
paired with Ezatollahi.

Upfront, Alireza Jahanbakhsh and Sardar Azmoun 
will certainly start, while the left-wing position is more 
disputed. Vahid Amiri did a great job against Morocco 
and might be the most likely alternative, considering his 
stamina and good mix of offensive and defensive skills. 
But also the often unpredictable Mehdi Taremi might be 
given the nod while Karim Ansarifard, one of Queiroz’s 
favourite players, could also be installed on the left, which 
would add additional aerial power.

Certainly the Portuguese coach will have one or the 
other surprise in his starting lineup, which again is very 
hard to predict.

This won’t concern the Spaniards too much though, 
as they traditionally concentrate on their own strengths. 
Interim coach Fernando Hierro has a pool of 23 world 
class players available and will undoubtedly be up to 

dominate the proceedings for the full 90 minutes and 
grab very vital three points.

There is little reason to make any changes to the 
lineup in comparison to the 3-3 opening game draw 
against Portugal, with maybe right-back Daniel Carvajal 
returning from injury.

Iran will surely not even try to win dominance in mid-
field, and instead focus on closing all gaps in the defensive 
third and hit Spain with some surprise counter attacks 
and hurt the big favourites with set pieces.

While the Iranians are clear underdogs in this game, 
there are two facts which can cheer their fans up; regardless 
of the result against Spain, Iran will still be in the race for 
the knockout stage until the third game against Portugal 
is finished. And, should Iran surprise the whole world 
with a win against the former World Cup winners, they 
would be already qualified for the next round.

 Iran – Spain
World Cup 2018, Group B, matchday 2, Kazan

 Possible line-ups:
Iran: Beiranvand – Rezaeian/Khanzadeh, Pouraliganji, 

Montazeri/Hosseini, Mohammadi – Ebrahimi, Ezatola-
hi, Hajsafi – Jahanbakhsh, Azmoun, Amiri/Ansarifard

Spain: de Gea – Nacho/Carvajal, Ramos, Pique, Alba 
– Busquets, Thiago, Iniesta, Isco, Silva – Costa.

(Source: persianfootball.com)

Iran – Spain preview: Huge task awaits Team Melli against Europe’s elite

Iran on the verge of making 
history in World Cup

KAZAN, Russia — It’s very difficult, but not impossible 
for Iran national football team to book a place at the FIFA 
World Cup knockout stage for the first time.

Iran will face competition’s favorite Spain on Wednes-
day at the Kazan Arena, relying on their rock solid de-
fense against the team which remain one of the most 
attack-minded in the World Cup.

Iran national football team edged past Morocco 1-0 
in their opener and celebrated their second ever win at 

the World Cup finals.
Iran’s only other World Cup win came at the 1998 tour-

nament in France, when goals from Hamid Estili and Mehdi 
Mahdavikia secured a 2-1 triumph over the United States.

Spain are preparing for a win against the Persians 
following a gripping 3-3 draw against Portugal in Group 
B but La Roja are under the pressure since they are 
afraid of an early exit.

The Sword of Damocles will hang over their heads.
Iran have made a big splash so far with Carlos Queiroz 

and win over Morocco have relieved “Great Pressure” 

on them but for the Spanish football team could be 
disastrous, failing to beat Team Melli.

Iran national football team came the closest to doing 
something four years ago and were only denied what would 
have been a deserved point against eventual finalists Ar-
gentina by a last minute slice of Messi magic.

Iran have found the net in six of their last seven fix-
tures, while La Roja have shipped in goals in five of 
their last six outings.

Now, the Iranian fans remain hopeful that their team to 
hold Spain, who are leading by Fernando Hierro in Russia.

“80 Million People, 
One Nation, One Heartbeat”

By Nick Mulvenney
KAZAN, Russia (Reuters) — Spain came 
through a tough World Cup opener against 
Portugal in impressive style as the aftershocks 
of the sacking of their coach were still rever-
berating and they will need to keep the pedal 
firmly to the floor when they meet Iran on 
Wednesday.

The thrilling 3-3 draw with Portugal in 
Sochi eased concerns that Julen Lopetegui’s 
sudden departure would derail Spain’s cam-
paign and reports coming out of the camp 
indicate an upbeat mood under his makeshift 
replacement Fernando Hierro.

On paper, Spain should be able to deal 
comfortably with Iran in the first meeting 
between the two countries but Germany’s 
loss to Mexico in the first match of their title 
defense on Sunday was a warning to all the 
game’s heavyweights.

“What happened to Germany could happen 
to anyone,” Hierro told reporters on Monday.

“The 32 teams here are very good and the 
first game is always tough. Anxiety plays a 

big role. We got a point against the European 
champions and now we’ve got Iran ...”

If there were causes of anxiety for Hierro 
they might be in the form of goalkeeper Da-
vid de Gea, who made an uncharacteristic 
blunder to gift Cristiano Ronaldo one of his 
three goals in Sochi.

Defender Nacho Fernandez also had a 
mixed night with a brilliant goal making up 
for giving away a penalty and Dani Carvajal 
could be fit again to offer Hierro another 

option at right back.
Hierro’s main concern, however, will 

be that Spain are able to break down an 
obdurate Iranian defense that conceded 
only five times in 18 qualifiers and get 
the goals they need to give them the best 
chance of topping Group B.

The disruptions to Iran’s preparations for 
the tournament were more geo-political in 
nature with U.S. sanctions against the na-
tion costing them a couple of their warm-up 

matches and their kit deal with Nike.
They needed a late own goal to beat Mo-

rocco in their opener last Friday but their real 
work starts in Kazan, where they play the first 
match in a double-header against Iberian 
teams with Portugal to follow five days later.

Coach Carlos Queiroz, the former Real 
Madrid boss, will be able to recall Saeid Eza-
tolahi after the holding midfielder, dubbed the 
‘Persian Pogba’, missed the Morocco match 
through suspension.

Injury concerns over midfielder Omid 
Ebrahimi and prolific striker Alireza Jahan-
bakhsh have also eased but central defender 
Rouzbeh Cheshmi is a major doubt because 
of a muscle injury.

Queiroz’s tactic against the North Afri-
cans was to frustrate the opposition in the 
hopes of triggering a “mental collapse” but 
the Portuguese admitted they would need a 
very different approach for the 2010 world 
champions.

“Against Spain, everybody from the goal-
keeper to the striker can create things, so we 
need to think of a different strategy,” he said.

Germany loss a warning for Spain ahead of Iran clash



TEHRAN – National 
Foundation for 

Computer Games (NFCG) director Hassan 
Karimi-Qoddusi announced on Tuesday 
that a German company will be among the 
sponsors supporting the Tehran Game 
Convention (TGC).

Speaking at a press conference in Tehran 
on Tuesday, he declined to announce the 
name of the company.

“This year the convention is of great 
importance since some countries are trying 
to isolate Iran after President Donald 
Trump reimposed economic sanctions 
against Iran,” he said.

“The participation of international 
computer and mobile game publishers 
can help neutralize the efforts made by 
some to isolate Iran,” Karimi-Qoddusi 
explained.

Representatives from dozens of 
international computer and mobile game 
publishers will be attending the second 
edition of TGC which will be organized at 
the IRIB International Conference Hall 
on July 5 and 6.

The participating companies include 
Wargaming.net from Cyprus, and HeroCraft 
and Mail.Ru Group, both from Russia. 

Also included are PlayAd Media Group, 
a pioneer in video advertising across the 

Nordic region, Inca Games, a producer 
and publisher of interactive content in 

Buenos Aires, Gamigo Group, a leading 
gaming business in Europe and North 

America and XENDEX, a pioneer in mobile 
gaming in Vienna.
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“Look Protest” from Iran wins FIAP 
bronze medal at Bulgarian photo contest

Portraits to bring Kiarostami’s 
“Shirin” to life at Tehran exhibit

TEHRAN – An exhibi-
tion, which is scheduled 

to open on Friday at Tehran Saless Gallery, 
will showcase portraits of actors who ap-
peared in Abbas Kiarostami’s acclaimed 
2008 movie “Shirin”.  

The portraits are from a collection by 
Gelareh Kiazand who will organize the 
exhibition “Shirin – Abbas Kiarostami” to 
commemorate the second anniversary of 
his death.

“Shirin” is simply a parade of close-ups 
of 114 Iranian famous Iranian stage and 
screen actresses, and French star Juliette 
Binoche, who are mute spectators at a the-

atrical representation of the Khosrow and 
Shirin, a Persian love story from the twelfth 
century. The development of the text re-
mains invisible to the viewer of the film; 
the whole story is told by the faces of the 
women watching the show.  

“I never made ‘Shirin’,” Kiarostami had 
said in 2009 during a workshop in Tehran, “I 
only prepared the environment that helped 
the actresses express their feelings.”

 He won the 1997 Palme d’Or at Cannes for 
“Taste of Cherry” and the 1999 Venice Grand 
Jury Prize for “The Wind Will Carry Us”.

The exhibit will run until June 27 at the 
gallery located at 148 Karim Khan Ave.

TEHRAN – Iranian 
photographer Davud 

Akbarzadeh Abkenar has won FIAP bronze 
medal for his photo “Look Protest” at the 
Fifth International Photo Salon Plovdiv in 
Bulgaria.

He received the honor in the photo-
journalism category, the organizers have 
announced.

A jury composed of Marco Bartolini from 
Italy, Petar Abadjiev, Dimitrina Andreeva, 
Alexander Ivanov and Velichka Todorova, all 
from Bulgaria, were the members of the jury 
headed by Romain Nero from Luxembourg.

Sona Moayedzadeh from Iran also re-

ceived a FIAP honorable mention in the 
Nature section for her “1 Light Gap” while 
her fellow photographer Ahmad Khatiri won 
a PSA honorable mention for “Balance” in 
the My Town category.

In addition, Iranian photographer Ali 
Samei received an Incentive Diploma for 
his “Black Life”.

The Focus Photo Club Iran won the Plaque 
for the Most Sustainable Photo Club for its 
active participation in the event for five con-
secutive years.

The winning photos were selected from 
among 944 photographs of 282 participants 
from 49 countries.

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Superhero movie “Black 
Panther” made a killing at the MTV Movie & TV Awards 
on Monday, winning four trophies in a ceremony that also 
recognized women and those who stand up to bullying.

“Black Panther,” the predominantly black movie that has 
taken more than $1.3 billion at the global box-office, won 
best movie, best villain for Michael B. Jordan’s Killmonger, 
and best performance and hero for star Chadwick Boseman.

Boseman, who plays the leader of the fictional African 
nation of Wakanda, gave his trophy to a man with no Hol-
lywood connections.

“An award for best hero is amazing but it’s even greater to 
acknowledge the heroes we have in real life,” said Boseman.

He brought on stage James Shaw Jr., a 29-year-old 
electrician who overpowered a gunman who killed four 
people at a Waffle House outlet in Nashville in April to 
save the lives of more customers.

“This is gonna live at your house,” Boseman said, handing 
the trophy to Shaw.

“Black Panther” actor Winston Duke thanked fans for 
supporting the movie, which has smashed Hollywood doubts 
about the broader appeal of black films to become the 
third highest-grossing film of all time in North America.

“Thank you all for investing not just in a beautiful story 
but for investing in a continued conversation on what this 
industry and what this culture can achieve,” Duke said.

The youth-oriented MTV network, known for its irreverent 
award shows, again dispensed with gender classifications, 
placing men and women together in performance categories 

in a move to embrace equality and gender fluidity.
“Stranger Things” was named best TV show and Millie 

Bobby Brown, 14, won best TV performance for her role 
as Eleven. The British teenager, who deleted her Twitter 
account last week after a slew of hate-filled comments, 
used her acceptance speech to speak out against bullying.

“If you don’t have anything nice to say, just don’t say it. 
There should be no space in this world for bullying and I’m 
not going to tolerate it, and neither should you,” Brown said.

The MTV awards feature blockbuster movie and pop-
ular TV shows and has established itself as an antidote to 
the winter Hollywood awards season, which honors more 
serious fare. Winners are chosen by fans voting online.

“Wonder Woman” actress Gal Gadot won for best fight, 
“Keeping Up with the Kardashians” was voted best reality 
show.

MTV Movie & TV Awards host Tiffany Haddish won 
best comedic performance for her breakout role in the 
raunchy 2017 movie “Girls Trip.”

“Jurassic World” and “Avengers: Infinity War” actor 
Chris Pratt was given the annual Generation Award, joining 
the ranks of previous winners Tom Cruise, Sandra Bullock 
and Will Smith.

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — California 
lawmakers passed legislation Monday that 
puts more conditions on state film tax credits 
to encourage better sexual harassment re-
porting and diverse hiring amid revelations of 
misconduct and discrimination in the movie 
industry.

The legislation would require feature 
film and television projects that apply for 
the credits, which are assigned based on jobs 
created, to report diversity statistics to the 
state and designate people to handle mis-
conduct claims.

The revised tax credit program, worth as 
much as $330 million a year, would also require 
applicants to submit their policy prohibiting 
harassment and retaliation. In addition, major 
studios would have to report whether they 
have diversity programs.

“If you don’t have a program, you’re going to 
have to report that you don’t have a program,” 
Democratic Assemblyman Ian Calderon, who 
helped craft the bill, told The Associated Press. 
“That doesn’t look very good.”

Assemblyman Rob Bonta and other mem-
bers of the Asian Pacific Islander caucus pushed 
for the diversity reporting requirements. The 
Alameda Democrat cited the films “Ghost 
in the Shell” and “The Great Wall” that cast 
white actors in leading roles he said should 
have gone to Asian actors. He said the films 
were “hurtful” to the Asian Pacific Islander 
community.

“We wanted to be productive in our solu-
tion and provide some support in terms of 
encouraging diversity in Hollywood and 
we think this will do that,” Bonta said of the 
change to the credit.

The bill was negotiated as part of the state 
budget. It was approved Monday by the As-
sembly and state Senate and now goes to 
Gov. Jerry Brown, who is expected to sign 
it. The new version of the program would 
start in 2020.

Republican Assemblyman James Gal-
lagher of Yuba City, the only lawmaker to 
vote against the bill, said he didn’t believe 
it would prevent sexual misconduct because 
projects would only have to show they have 
a policy and not prove that they enforce it.

He also said the state shouldn’t single 
out the politically powerful industry for a 
tax break.

“I think it really misses Me Too,” he said, 
referring to the global movement against sexual 
harassment sparked when dozens of wom-
en publicly accused movie producer Harvey 

Weinstein of rape, assault and harassment. 
He has denied the allegations.

To attract jobs and economic activity, more 
than 30 states give tax breaks to productions. 
California created its program in 2009 and 
it has been hailed for keeping productions 
in the state.

Feature films and television shows ap-
ply for the credit before they begin filming. 
The California Film Commission, the state 
agency that oversees the program, prioritizes 
the projects that will generate the most jobs.

HBO’s “Westworld,” for example, planned 
nearly 300 filming days in California and was 
approved for nearly $30 million in credits, 
contingent on meeting the targets in its ap-
plication.

The film “A Wrinkle in Time” was slated 
to receive more than $18 million in credits.

Bangladeshi producer 
Ananta Jalil, Farabi director 
meet in Tehran 

TEHRAN – The Bangladeshi actor, director 
and producer, Ananta Jalil, met Farabi Cinema 

Foundation director Alireza Tabesh at his office in Tehran on 
Monday to discuss ways to collaborate with the Iranian foundation.

Jalil talked about his plans for investing in a film on peace in 
Islam, the foundation announced in a press release. 

“It is a great pleasure that you have focused on today’s topic of 
the world. The world cinema and the cinema of the region need 
to produce films on such topics,” Tabesh said.

“We are also interested in producing a joint production between 
Iran and Bangladesh but the first stage is to write a screenplay 
which satisfies both sides,” he added.

Tabesh also noted that both countries enjoy an extensive pop-
ulation with great fans for cinema, and that the cinema of the two 
countries can meet the needs of the world and regional markets.

Jalil said that he is planning to make a film that depicts the 
real Islam to the world.

“I have brought my ideas and thoughts to Iran to make them 
into a film. Many Muslims suffer in Syria and Yemen while Islam 
is the religion of peace and friendship,” he added.

He further noted that he is planning to make the entire movie 
in Iran and portray the beauty of Iran to the world and the people 
in his homeland.

German company to support 
Tehran Game Convention

Farabi Cinema Foundation director Alireza Tabesh (L) and 
Bangladeshi producer Ananta Jalil meet in Tehran on June 
18, 2018. (Farabi Cinema Foundation)

A poster for the Tehran Game Convention

A poster for the Fifth International Photo Salon Plovdiv in Bulgaria French actress Juliette Binoche in a scene from Abbas Kiarostami’s acclaimed 2008 movie “Shirin”

“No Date, No Signature” 
director honored at Russia 
Zerkalo filmfest 

TEHRAN – Iranian director Vahid Jalilvand 
has won the best director award for his movie 

“No Date, No Signature” at the International Film Festival Zer-
kalo, RIA Novosti announced on Monday.

The 12th edition of the festival which has been named after 
Russian filmmaker Andrei Tarkovsky was held in Yuryevets, 
Ivanovo region in Russia from June 12 to 17.

“No Date, No Signature” tells the story of Dr. Nariman, a 
forensic pathologist who has a car accident with a motorcyclist 
and injures his 8-year-old son.

The film was competing with eight other films from Russia, 
Serbia, Germany, Georgia, China and several other countries.

The film has won several international awards including the 
special jury prize at the Belgrade International Film Festival – 
FEST in Serbia in March 2018. 

Also in November 2017, the film won the FIPRESCI Jury 
Award at the 19th Bratislava International Film Festival in Slo-
vakia, while it also brought the best actor award for the film’s 
star Navid Mohammadzadeh.

Tarkovsky is considered to be one of the greatest movie direc-
tors of the 20th century who created his own cinematic language 
and philosophy.

In 2007 to honor Tarkovsky’s 75th birth anniversary, the 
Ivanovo Oblast government, supported by the presidential ad-
ministration, ministry of culture and the Russia Filmmakers 
Union, launched the International Film Festival “Zerkalo” after 
the celebrated director’s movie of the same name (Mirror).

Vahid Jalilvand poses with the Orizzonti Award for Best Director 
for “No Date, No Signature” at the award winners photocall 
during the 74th Venice Film Festival at Sala Casino in Venice, 
Italy on September 9, 2017. (Getty Images/ Elisabetta A. Villa)

Heroes, on screen and off, win big at MTV Movie & TV Awards show

The cast of “It” accepts the Best On-Screen Team award at 
the 2018 MTV Movie & TV Awards at Barker Hangar in 
Santa Monica, California, U.S., June 16, 2018. (Reuters/
Mario Anzuoni)

California lawmakers push diversity through film tax credit
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