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Iran to send ‘Sharif Sat’ into orbit
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN
–
d
e
s
k Manouchehr Manteghi,
the managing director of the Iran Aviation
Industries Organization, has said that Iran
will soon launch into orbit a new satellite
named “Sharif Sat”.
The launching date is not yet set but
Sharif Sat will be sent into orbit by the
end of the year, Manteghi said, the YJC
reported on Saturday.
He explained that the Supreme National

Security Council is the body to issue permits
for the launch of satellites, adding that
Sharif Sat has passed all its tests and is
waiting to receive the necessary permits
to be launched.
Manteghi also said the group of experts
who designed Sharif Sat are now designing
another satellite.
Iran’s first domestically made satellite was named Omid. It was successfully
launched on February 2, 2009.

Ascending to Qaleh Babak
challenging but rewarding
T O U R I S M TEHRAN — Qaleh
d
e
s
k Babak is a ruined fortress nested atop a pick in northwest
Iran. Ascending the mount to set foot
on the ancient fort seems somewhat
arduous for many visitors but in most
cases proves to be a considerable and
gratifying experience.
The fort is named after Babak Khor-

ramdin, an Iranian national hero, warlord
and revolutionary leader who fought
against Arab invaders until his death
in 838 CE.
The fort consists of several stone towers
and lodging areas stretched in a space of
nearly ten thousand square meters and the
origins of the monument is said to date from
the Sassanid era (224–651). 1 0

Sanctions and nuclear deal can’t
go together, Iran insists

prdc.ir

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Ali Akd
e
s
k bar Salehi, director of
Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization,
on Friday echoed Iran’s policy that it
is not possible to preserve the 2015
nuclear deal while sanctions are being
re-imposed.
“It is impossible to preserve the agreement if Iran will not be able to achieve its
objectives from the deal,” Salehi said during

Saudi-led coalition leaving Yemen in a chain reaction

ARTICLE

American
experiment in
Afghanistan proves
a disaster

A

fghan security forces and Taliban
fighters were seen embracing each
other with warmth, camaraderie and
sheer joy in different cities of Afghanistan
after the Taliban agreed to unprecedented
three-day Eid ceasefire with the Afghan
government. The surprise announcement
was widely welcomed by war-weary Afghans for whom Eid had never before been
about celebrations or festivities.
It was the first time since 2001 that
the insurgent group declared a ceasefire,
which provided a glimmer of hope in the
times of despair and darkness. The joy,
however, was short-lived.
Although the Afghan government
extended the unilateral ceasefire by 10
days, the Taliban turned down the offer
to extend it beyond three days. Those who
were seen hugging each other three days
ago went back to the frontlines of war, to
plan and execute more attacks against
each other.
At least 16 Afghan policemen and two
civilians were killed in western Badghis
province after the three-day truce ended at
the weekend. The feasts, hugs and selfies
were soon replaced with tears, grief and
mourning within just three days, underscoring fragility of peace and futility of
such unilateral exercises.
According to a United Nations report,
a total of 10,453 civilian casualties were
documented in Afghanistan in 2017,
mostly caused by suicide bombings, IED
attacks and ground engagements. In the
first quarter of 2018, armed conflict in
Afghanistan resulted in further 2258
civilian casualties, according to the
world body. The toll keeps mounting
every day.
Afghanistan’s embattled president
Ashraf Ghani, who finds himself in an
increasingly precarious situation with
sharp escalation in terror attacks across
Afghanistan, has been frantically wooing the insurgent group with an offer of
‘unconditional talks’, but with little success. Ghani, who became the head of a
coalition government in Kabul through a
US-brokered deal in 2014, has come under
blistering criticism for being a weak and
incapable leader. 6

By Fatemeh Salehi
TEHRAN — Recent remarks by the new Malaysian Defense Minister Mohamad Sabo on the
Malaysian Armed Forces (ATM) withdrawal from
the offensive of the Saudi-led coalition are highly
debatable. “Malaysia has never been involved
in the attack on Yemen, which is also a Muslim
country. Nevertheless, the ATM presence in
Saudi Arabia has indirectly involved Malaysia
in the Middle East conflict. If Malaysian troops
are to be involved in such attacks, they should
be solely through the United Nations,” he said
in a statement.
He added that the Malaysian government
has been actively involved in the Non-Aligned
Movement and even chaired it once.
Head of the Supreme Revolutionary Committee, Mohammed Ali al-Houthi said that other
countries will leave the Saudi-led coalition after
Malaysia. “There are strong signs that others
states will get out of the Saudi-led coalition after

Malaysia,” said al-Houthi on his Twitter account
in a reaction to remarks of the Malaysian Defense
Minister, Mohammed Sabo, that his country is
assessing the withdrawal of its troops stationed
in Saudi Arabia as part of the coalition.
Al-Houthi descried the Malaysian minister’s
statement as positive, saying that “it is in the
interest of the Malaysian people and army.”
“We appreciate these positions and we ask
other countries to withdraw from the coalition of
Saudi Arabia and not participate in the crime of
killing and blocking Yemen. Malaysia is a country
that is struggling to stay in the coalition with
the loss of their resources without respect or
withdrawal from the coalition” he added.
The Malaysian stance comes within a month
of removal of former Malaysian Prime Minister
Najib Razak from his position with corruption
charges. Malaysia in its new era seems to be trying
to compensate some of its mistakes toward the
Middle East, including the coalition membership

with Saudi Arabia; an action that is very likely
to be followed by other countries
The new defense minister’s remarks clearly show that the presence of Muslim or Arab
countries in the offensive of the Saudi aggression
against a Muslim and Arab nation is an act that
has undermined the interests of the Arab and
Islamic nations, and that it does not unite these
countries but weakens them. Other members
of the coalition have yet to come to realize the
consequences of this brutal aggression in one of
the poorest countries in the world. The four years
of Saudi Arabia’s assault in Yemen, which began
March 25, has brought nothing but devastation
and destruction in Yemen along with massacres
of thousands of men, women and children. Even
the recent military strike of the coalition into
al-Hadaydah province to seize one of the most
important humanitarian relief routes, the Bandar
al-Hadaydah, has had no achievements other
than rise in death toll. 7

Exploring U.S. coalition’s aggressive attacks on Syrian army’s positions

By Ramin Hossein Abadian
TEHRAN — Aggressive coalition that has been
targeting different areas of Syria since 2014, on
the pretext of fighting ISIL’s Takfiri terrorists, has
recently launched a new military offensive on the
positions of the Syrian army in the city of Homs.
According to a Syrian field commander, one
Syrian soldier was killed in the U.S.-led coalition
airstrike on Syrian army positions in the east of
Homs province.
“The enemy planes attacked the army position in Jabal Ghurab, some 150 kilometers [93
miles] east of Palmyra near the Iraqi border,”
the commander said.
“One serviceman was killed and several others
wounded,” he added.

According to a Syrian field commander, the
sudden U.S.-led coalition air assault occurred
after Syrian forces responded to an open fire
from three coalition’s vehicles, moving towards positions of governmental forces.
Just an hour before the military invasion
of Syrian forces, local sources said that the socalled “anti-ISIL coalition fighters” headed by
the United States targeted areas in the north of
the city of Abu Kamal, where 8 civilians were
killed and others wounded. Also, a large number
of residential houses and infrastructure in the
area were destroyed and many civilians left their
home out of fear for their life.
Nearly three and a half years ago, the United
States formed a coalition called the “Global Coa-

lition to Counter ISIS” to implement its sinister
strategies in Syria and Iraq. The coalition officially
launched in August 2014 with the participation of
Western Arab countries. Although Americans have
set their main goal of establishing a Democratic
Alliance against ISIS as a counter-terrorism effort,
most evidence suggests that the coalition is set
up to meet U.S.-led prospects in Syria and Iraq.
The coalition consists of some 40 armed forces,
most of which are European countries. Among
the Arab member states, Saudi Arabian, Bahraini,
Emirates, Qatar and Jordan play an important
role in the coalition. The U.S. coalition intention,
from the very beginning, was questionable since
they illustrated support for the Takfiri terrorist
groups in Syria and Iraq.
7

Colleagues
bid farewell to
theater master
Sadreddin
Shajareh
Tehran Times/ Mohammad Moheimany

Syed Zafar Mehdi
Journalist
from New Delhi

a meeting at the Norwegian Institute of
International Affairs.
“Remaining of the sanctions and preserving of the agreement is not possible,”
the nuclear chief noted
He described the nuclear deal, known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, as
a “multilateral achievement” and preserving
it after the U.S. withdrawal is a “test for the
international community”. 2

Colleagues and family pay their last respect to the remains of the theater master,
actor and director Sadreddin Shajareh
before his funeral in the courtyard of the
Tehran Radio Office on June 23, 2018.
Shajareh who was most famous for
his theatrical performances on television and radio died of a severe stomach
disease on Thursday at the age of 66.
Ivan Turgenev’s “Fathers and Sons”, John
Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of Wrath”, and Henrik
Ibsen’s “A Doll’s House” are among the dozens
of plays he performed during his career, which
spanned over 40 years.

ARTICLE
Ebrahim Fallahi
Tehran Times journalist

The aftermath of
OPEC’s decision on
rising output

T

he members of the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) reached a consensus on Friday to increase their crude output in order
to address concerns over rising oil prices,
however the group didn’t give any clear
information regarding the amount and
allocations of the rise. Now, the question
is how this decision is going to project in
the oil market?

The challenging agreement

The agreement was achieved in a
situation where most of the market
analysts and energy experts believed
that the Friday meeting would be one
of the most challenging gatherings of
recent years.
Prior to the meeting, the group were
divided over the Saudi-led decision to
ease the production cuts and rising the
supply, some nations like Iran, Iraq and
Venezuela were against the proposal
while others like non-member Russia
favored it.
Finally, the challenging agreement
was achieved on Friday since Iran, as the
head of opposition party, was convinced
to approve the plan when Saudi Arabia’s
Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih supposedly
agreed to a framework that Iranian Oil
Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh proposed during a private session ahead of
the OPEC meeting.
Earlier in Thursday, Bloomberg had
reported that Iran has “offered OPEC
something that could begin to ease the
fraught atmosphere in Vienna”.
Zanganeh told reporters that OPEC
does not need to change its output deal
since the group had already cut supply
by much more than it had agreed. What
Zanganeh offered was for OPEC and Russia
to pump back up to decrease the current
cuts to the initial 1.176 million barrels per
day (bpd).
4

Condolences
Dear Mahdi Garshasbi,
We express condolences over the
death of your dear father.
May his soul rest in peace.
Tehran Times staff and management
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P O L I T I C S
MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
Iran to launch
new destroyer
soon
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Iranian naval forces would
d
e
s
k soon be supplied with a new home-made
destroyer named “Dena”, Navy Chief Hossein Khanzadi said
on Saturday.
“Dena has been manufactured by the Defense Ministry’s
marine industries organization and it will join the army’s
naval fleet in the south soon,” Rear Admiral Khanzadi was
quoted as saying by Fars.
Dena is the latest version of Mowj-class vessels, he said.
He also said naval tests on the home-made destroyer,
Sahand, are also being carried out, adding that it will be
put into operation by the end of the fall along with Dena.

Senior MP: U.S.
discredited even
among allies
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Head of Majlis National
d
e
s
k Security and Foreign Policy Committee
has dismissed the notion of direct talks between Tehran
and Washington, saying the U.S. has become “discredited”
even among its allies.
“The U.S. has lost credibility among its allies and is known
as a hated and law-breaker administration in the international arena,” Alaeddin Boroujerdi was quoted by Tasnim
as saying on Saturday.
“The U.S. has never been in such terrible conditions in
the international arena and in such isolation,” he added.
It came after a number of Iranian political activists urged
officials in Tehran and Washington to hold direct negotiations
without preconditions.

JCPOA
overshadowed by
U.S.-Europe tariff
war: MP
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — A member of Majlis National
d
e
s
k Security and Foreign Policy Committee
has said that the nuclear deal, also known as the JCPOA, has
been overshadowed by U.S.-Europe tariff war.
Since the U.S. pulled out of the JCPOA, European countries
have not done much to preserve the JCPOA because they
want to avoid confrontation with the U.S., Heshmatollah
Falahatpisheh said, Mehr reported on Saturday.
On U.S. President Donald Trump’s foreign policy, he
said radicalism will not last long and while Trump’s tariff
war has had positive effects on U.S. economy, such effects
are temporary.

Mogherini,
Indian FM
discuss Iran
nuclear deal
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Federica Mogherini, the EU
d
e
s
k high representative for foreign affairs, met
on Friday with Indian Minister of External Affairs Sushma
Swaraj, discussing a range of issues including the importance
of preserving the Iran nuclear deal.
They also addressed developments in their respective
neighborhoods, such as the situation of the Rohingya, Afghanistan, the Maldives and the ongoing diplomatic work
for the denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula, according
to the EU’s official website.
It comes a month after U.S. President Donald Trump
unilaterally withdrew the U.S. from the nuclear pact,
also known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

Imprisoned rights
lawyer rejects bail
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Authorities have set a bail
d
e
s
k of 6.5 billion-rial (around $152,500) for
the release of human rights lawyer Nasrin Sotoudeh but she
has rejected it, her husband has announced.
Reza Khandan said his wife considers the allegations
against her baseless and believes the bail is inappropriate,
ISNA reported on Saturday.
He also said Sotoudeh is housed in the general women’s
ward in Evin prison.
Nasrin Sotoudeh was arrested June 13 on charges of collusion and propaganda against the Islamic Republic system.
She had defended women protesting against hijab.

Russia approves
draft convention
on Caspian Sea
status
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — The Russian government
d
e
s
k has approved the draft convention on the
legal status of the Caspian Sea.
The document also proposes to submit to Russian President a proposal to sign the convention, Trend reported.
The convention on the legal status of the Caspian Sea
is a five-sided document between Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan,
Russia, Turkmenistan and Iran.
The issue of the status of the Caspian Sea remains a key
topic of discussion at the summits of the states bordering
the sea.
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EU ‘pleased’ with Armenian
support for Iran nuclear deal
The European Union has praised Armenia
for supporting its efforts to save the 2015
international agreement on Iran’s nuclear program despite the withdrawal of the
United States.
The issue was on the agenda of the first
meeting of the EU-Armenia Partnership
Council held in Brussels on Thursday. The
meeting was co-chaired by the EU foreign
policy chief, Federica Mogherini, and Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian.
“Both parties confirmed their commitment to their international obligations with
regard to Iran,” read a joint statement on
the session.
“We discussed the implementation of the
nuclear agreement with Iran,” Mogherini
said at a news conference. “I was pleased
to hear the [Armenian foreign] minister’s
support to our work to preserve the nuclear
deal with Iran.”
“We discussed ways to work together in
that direction,” she added, Radio Farda said
on its website.
Under the 2015 accord welcomed by Armenia, Tehran agreed to major curbs on its
nuclear program in return for the lifting of
international sanctions against the Islamic
Republic. U.S. President Donald Trump controversially pulled out of the deal last month.

Federica Mogherini and Zohrab Mnatsakanian meet in Brussels, 21 Jun 2018.
The U.S. move was criticized by the other
world powers that signed it: France, Germany, Britain, Russia and China. They have

since been trying to salvage the accord. The
EU is particularly active in that endeavor.
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani re-

portedly complained about Trump’s decision
in a May 14 phone call with Armenia’s newly elected Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian.
According to Iranian media, Pashinian assured Rouhani that Armenia remains very
supportive of the nuclear deal.
The Armenian leadership has also made
clear that it will press ahead with joint economic projects with Iran despite the recent
re-imposition of U.S. sanctions on Tehran.
Pashinian called for “new impetus” to Armenian-Iranian ties when he met with the
Iranian ambassador in Yerevan, Seyed Kazem
Sajjad, on June 8.
The two men discussed, among other
things, the ongoing construction of a new
power transmission line and long-standing
plans to build a hydroelectric plant on the
Armenian-Iranian border.
The high-voltage line will stretch almost
280 kilometers towards that border through
Armenia’s eastern regions. It will allow the
two neighboring states to sharply expand
a swap arrangement involving supplies of
Armenian electricity and Iranian natural gas.
The Armenian Energy Ministry said on
Friday that “large-scale” work on the $125
million facility resumed in May. An Iranian construction company is due to finish
it next year.

Iran overhauls F-27 warplane: Fars

Collapse of nuclear deal will affect
European security too: Kharrazi

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Iranian
d
e
s
k experts have overhauled an F-27 military plane at an
airbase in Tehran, Fars news agency
reported on Saturday.
Iran’s Air Force experts and engineers overhauled the warplane after
25,000 man-hour work at Shahid
Lashkari Air Force Base.
The warplane joined the Air Force
on Saturday morning after undergoing
final tests.
Also, experts at the Air Force last
month successfully overhauled an
F-4 fighter jet, rendering it airworthy.
The overhaul was also carried out
at Shahid Lashkari Air Force Base,
using up to 18,500 man-hour works.
After undergoing final tests, the aircraft
was returned to the Air Force fleet.
The Global Firepower List 2018 has
ranked various countries in accordance
with their defensive strength, placing
the Islamic Republic on the 13th position above Israel and Saudi Arabia.

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — The cold
e
s
k lapse of the international nuclear agreement will have very
dangerous consequences for security in
the Middle East, head of Iran’s Strategic Council on Foreign Relations Kamal
Kharrazi has warned, noting that it will
affect security in Europe as well.
Since Donald Trump withdrew
the U.S. from the multilateral nuclear
agreement Iran has threatened it will
leave the agreement if Europe fails to
give assurances to Iran of the benefits
of the agreement.
In an interview with EFE news agency, Kharrazi said Europe should find
ways to preserve the 2015 nuclear deal
“otherwise there would be no reason
for Iran to remain in the agreement”.
Kharrazi, who was Iran’s foreign minister from 1997 to 2005, also said Iran
attaches great importance to European
governments’ support for the companies
that seek to invest in Iran.
After a meeting with Italian Foreign

In recent years, Iran has made great
achievements in the defense sector
and gained self-sufficiency in manufacturing essential military hardware
and defense systems.
Yet, Iranian officials have always
stressed that the country’s military
and arms programs serve defensive
purposes and should not be perceived
as a threat to any other country.

Minister Enzo Moavero Milanesi on
Wednesday, Kharrazi called on European countries to show unity in the face
of U.S. pressure and save the nuclear
deal, officially known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.
On May 8, President Donald Trump
officially withdrew the U.S. from the
UN-endorsed nuclear agreement and
plans to reimpose sanctions on Iran.

Staying in nuclear deal depends on actions of remaining parties: Araqchi
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Iranian Deputy Foreign
d
e
s
k Minister Abbas Araqchi who was on a
tour of Russia said on Friday that it will be dependent on
actions of Europe, China and Russia that Iran will remain
in the 2015 nuclear agreement or not.
Earlier on Friday, Araqchi told reporters in Brussels that
the nuclear agreement, officially known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), is in “intensive care
unit (ICU)” and Iran may decide to leave the agreement

as the prospect for keeping the deal alive is not promising.
While in Moscow, Araqchi told IRNA that the agreement
“is not in a normal situation”.
He said, “The U.S. withdrew from the JCPOA and will
reimpose sanctions [against Iran]. It is natural that the balance of this international agreement has been disturbed.”
He added, “We wait to see whether the remaining parties to
the JCPOA would be able to make up for the U.S. withdrawal
and uphold Iran’s interests and international cooperation.”

On May 8, President Donald Trump officially withdrew
the U.S. from the UN-endorsed nuclear agreement and plans
to reimpose sanctions on Iran.
Iran has warned if its interests are not guaranteed under the
nuclear agreement it resume its nuclear activities with a greater speed.
In a phone conversation with French President Emmanuel
Macron on June 12, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said
that supports for preserving the nuclear agreement “should
be combined with actions and tangible measures”.

Sanctions and nuclear deal can’t go
together, Iran insists

Iranian commander due in Afghanistan
after two border guards killed

1
He described the nuclear deal,
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action, as a “multilateral achievement” and preserving it after the U.S.
withdrawal is a “test for the international
community”.
During a meeting with Secretary
General of European External Action Service (EEAS) Helga Schmid on
Wednesday, Salehi said that Iran deems
“unacceptable” the continuation of sanctions while Tehran honors the JCPOA,
the official name for the international
nuclear agreement.
After U.S. President Donald Trump
officially withdrew from the JCPOA, Iran
has warned the remaining parties to the
nuclear agreement – the European Union,
E3 (Germany, France and Britain), Russia
and China – that if its interests are not
guaranteed it will not remain in the deal.
On May 23, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei issued a set of demands from Europe to
save the nuclear deal. He warned that
Iran would restart its nuclear activities
if they failed to act swiftly.
Ayatollah Khamenei said the JCPOA

The commander of Iran’s border police has
said he plans to visit neighboring Afghanistan over a recent cross-border attack by
armed assailants that led to the martyrdom
of two Iranian guards in the southeastern
province of Sistan and Baluchestan.
Speaking to reporters in Tehran on Saturday, Brigadier General Qassem Rezaei
said he will head for the Afghan capital of
Kabul on Tuesday to hold talks with senior
security officials of the neighboring country
about the recent attack on Iranian border
guards in Zabol.
The commander said he will also discuss
cross-border interactions and efforts to
implement previous agreements on border
control between the two countries.
During the clash with the armed militants in Zabol, over one tone of illicit drugs
was captured, the commander said, adding
that the two border guards were martyred
in the operation, which prevented smugglers from crossing the border illegally.
While Iranians were watching the national football team’s match against Spain in
the World Cup 2018 games on Wednesday
night, servicemen in an outlying Border
police station in southeast of the country,

could only continue if the Europeans
fulfill these conditions including: Promising not to ask Iran about its ballistic
missile program or its regional activities;
guaranteeing that Iran’s oil will continue to be sold; and having European
banks guarantee financial transactions
with Iran.
Under the agreement, which went
into force in January 2016, Iran lowered its nuclear activities in exchange for
termination of economic and financial
sanctions.

near the common border with Afghanistan
and Pakistan, came under attack from a
group of gunmen, but foiled their attempt
to intrude into the Iranian territories.
Two soldiers were killed and three others
were wounded in the raid. They served at
Talib-Khan Hill station from the Tasouki
company, part of the Zabol border regiment.
Iranian military forces along the southeastern border areas are frequently attacked by terrorist groups coming from
Afghanistan and Pakistan.
(Source: Tasnim)

Trump is a ‘coward’ who ignites Iranophobia, Shahroudi says

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Chairman of the Exped
e
s
k diency Council Ayatollah Mahmoud
Hashemi Shahroudi has said the U.S. President Donald Trump is a “coward” who pursues his financial and
economic greed in the region by igniting Iranophobia.
The U.S. president’s “unreasonable behaviors” with
regard to international agreements have further undermined the credibility of the United States and led to the
world’s distrust of America, he said on Saturday, ISNA
reported.

He made the remarks in reference to Trump’s unilateral
withdrawal from the nuclear deal that Iran struck with
world powers back in 2015.
The Iranian nation, Hashemi Shahroudi said, are
unique in “insight” and “vigilance”, and with their resistance spirit and insistence on their values, “they will
defeat Trump like his predecessors.”
The senior cleric also said unity, compliance with guidelines set by the Leader and working hard are among the
duties of the country’s authorities.

“The [only] way to deal with the enemies’ shenanigans
is through harmony, synergy, accurate observation of
the situation, vigilance against conspiracies, and more
emphasis on serving the people, especially by resolving
their economic problems and difficulties,” he stated.
Ayatollah Hashemi Shahroudi also thanked the Iranian nation for their widespread presence in al-Quds
Day demonstrations, saying such presence manifests the
nation’s faith in the ideals of the late Imam Khomeini,
the founder of the Islamic Republic.
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Turkey’s master campaigner, Erdogan
faces biggest election challenge
After dominating Turkish politics for a decade
and a half, President Tayyip Erdogan now
faces his biggest electoral challenge, from a
combative former teacher who has revitalized a
dispirited opposition in less than two months.
Turkey
holds
presidential
and
parliamentary elections on Sunday that are
among the most important in its modern
history. The winner of the presidential race
will acquire sweeping new executive powers
under a constitutional shake-up that Turkish
voters narrowly approved in a referendum
last year.
By calling early polls - they were originally
set for November 2019 - Erdogan appeared
to have wrongfooted his foes. But they have
gained momentum with the nomination of
Muharrem Ince last month as the candidate
of the main opposition party, though Erdogan
is still tipped to win.
A former physics teacher from northwest
Turkey, Ince is an outspoken lawmaker of the
secularist Republican People’s Party (CHP).
Unlike many CHP politicians drawn from the
Western-facing elite, he comes from a pious
Sunni Muslim family.
Ince is given to folk dancing and riding
tractors on visits to rural areas and sometimes
dons a farmer’s cap. His sister, who wears a
headscarf, occasionally joins him at rallies.
It is unclear whether Ince can win over the
pious supporters of Erdogan’s Islamic-rooted
AK Party. But his sharp wit and feisty rhetoric
have helped him steal some of Erdogan’s
thunder. He has dismissed the president as
“Tarzan” for his purported mud-slinging and
mocked Erdogan’s academic record.
Just days after his nomination, Ince
overtook another presidential hopeful, Meral
Aksener, as the opposition’s leading candidate
and turned the campaign into a two-man race.
Erdogan, 64, dismisses Ince as an
“apprentice”, citing what he says is his
rival’s lack of experience. However, a video
widely shared on social media has shown
Erdogan recently saying a win is not “a
piece of cake”. In an interview this week,
the president floated the possibility of an
coalition government.
“Erdogan can’t put his stamp on the election
this time,” said Rusen Cakir, a prominent
journalist who has followed the president’s
career for decades.
“He is trying but he is unable to.”
Massive rallies
After 15 years of almost non-stop
campaigning through nearly a dozen elections,
Erdogan still keeps to a grueling schedule
as he criss-crosses the nation of 81 million
people, although he has sometimes appeared

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has said he does not think
it is worth pursuing negotiations with administration of U.S.
President Donald Trump to reach an understanding over crisis
plunging his Arab country.
Assad told a Russian television station in an interview that he
thinks it would be pointless to have talks with the United States.
“Negotiations with the U.S. now will not lead to anything; it’s
an empty waste of time. We are not going to talk to Americans
just because they are Americans,” he said during interview with
the NTV station to be aired on Sunday.
“We are ready to talk to anyone with whom we can achieve
results, but we consider that U.S. policy will not change in the
future,” the president noted.

weary and his speeches flat.
Up to now, he has steamrollered the
opposition, which has lost election after
election under CHP head Kemal Kilicdaroglu,
a soft-spoken former civil servant, and his
predecessor.
Ten years younger than the president, Ince
has lit up crowds with a booming oratory
reminiscent of Erdogan at his best.
On Thursday, what appeared to be more
than 1 million people turned out at a rally
for Ince in the coastal city of Izmir - roughly
matching the crowd at an Erdogan rally in
Istanbul over the weekend, a rarity for the CHP.
“In recent days, as Tarzan has faced trouble,
he’s been rambling,” Ince told the roaring
crowd. “We know he doesn’t have a university
diploma, but I’m wondering if he even has a
middle school one.”
Insulting the president is a crime in Turkey
and Erdogan, whose lawyers have filed cases
against some 1,800 people for allegedly
insulting him, has also sued Ince.
Erdogan has accused Ince of siding with

terrorists for visiting Selahattin Demirtas, the
jailed candidate for the pro-Kurdish Peoples
Democratic Party’s (HDP), which Ankara
accuses of links to the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) militant group.
The HDP is not part of the opposition
alliance, although Ince’s visit was seen as an
important public gesture to Turkey’s Kurds,
who make up 15 percent of the population.
‘To the cliff’
In an interview with Reuters last month,
Ince said Erdogan was driving the country
“to the cliff”, saying foreign relations had
suffered and monetary policy needed to be
independent.
Turkey needs a “foreign policy that is not run
with extraordinary, radical, headline-grabbing,
off-the-cuff statements, not blustering,” he said.
“One that doesn’t yell ‘Hey Merkel, Hey
America, Hey Netherlands’.”
Polls show Erdogan falling short of a firstround victory in the presidential election but
winning the run-off, while his AK Party could
possibly lose its parliamentary majority, ending

its 16-year uninterrupted rule.
Throughout his campaign, Erdogan has
appeared in several television interviews, most
at very late hours due to the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan. Ratings figures show
the interviews trailing behind re-runs and
even weather reports.
Erdogan has also rejected Ince’s challenge
to a televised debate, saying he didn’t want
to give his rival the publicity.
“Erdogan, come on television with me. I
won’t bite,” Ince has retorted.
Still, Erdogan is loved by millions of
conservative, working-class Muslims for
delivering airports, roads, hospitals and schools
during years of strong economic growth.
In this election, he has promised teahouses
serving free cake and giant gardens where
families can “roll around in the grass” promises mocked by Ince.
“I talk of development,” Ince told a rally in
the southern province of Antalya on Tuesday.
“He says we’ll open teahouses and eat cake.”
(Source: Reuters)

Pentagon indefinitely suspends some training exercises with South Korea
The United States and South Korea have agreed
to indefinitely suspend two exchange program
training exercises, the Pentagon said, in the
aftermath of the summit earlier this month
between U.S. President Donald Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.
“To support implementing the outcomes
of the Singapore Summit, and in coordination
with our Republic of Korea ally, Secretary
Mattis has indefinitely suspended select
exercises,” Pentagon spokeswoman Dana
White said.
“This includes suspending FREEDOM
GUARDIAN along with two Korean Marine Exchange Program training exercises
scheduled to occur in the next three months,”
White said.
Regarding suspension of the exercises,
South Korea’s defense ministry said, “South
Korea and the U.S. decided to delay two of
KMEP (drills) indefinitely, which was going
to take place within the next three months.
“This is a part of follow-up measures after the North Korea-U.S. summit and South
Korea-North Korea summit. There could be
additional measures should North Korea follow
suit with productive cooperation.”
At a news conference after the meeting with

Kim in Singapore, Trump announced that he
would halt what he called “very provocative”
and expensive regular military exercises that
the United States holds with South Korea.
North Korea had long sought an end to the
war games.
This week, the United States and South
Korea said they were suspending planning
for August’s Freedom Guardian exercise.

Last year, 17,500 American troops and
more than 50,000 South Korean troops joined
the Freedom Guardian drills, although the
exercise is mostly focused on computerized
simulations rather than field exercises.
A U.S. official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, played down the significance of
suspending the Korean Marine Exchange
Program training exercises, saying they were

relatively minor.
Jim Mattis met with Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff General Joseph Dunford and Trump’s
national security adviser John Bolton on Friday, White said.
“In support of upcoming diplomatic negotiations led by Secretary Pompeo, additional
decisions will depend upon the DPRK continuing to have productive negotiations in good
faith,” she added, referring to North Korea.
Every spring, the United States and South
Korea conduct Foal Eagle and Max Thunder
drills, both of which wrapped up in May.
The decision to halt military exercises with
South Korea baffled allies, military officials
and lawmakers. The drills help keep U.S.
forces at a state of readiness in one of the
world’s most tense flashpoints.
At the Singapore talks, North Korea also
agreed to allow the recovery of the remains of
soldiers who went missing in action during
the Korean War.
On Saturday, the U.S. military began moving caskets to North Korea for the recovery of
some remains, the U.N. Command in South
Korea said in a statement.
(Source: Reuters)

EU supporters march in London to call for Brexit deal referendum
Thousands of supporters of the European Union
gathered in central London on Saturday to
call on the British government to hold a final
public vote on the terms of Brexit.
Two years after the country voted 52 to 48
percent to leave the world’s biggest trading
bloc, polls show political divisions over Brexit
are entrenched and, despite some confusion
over what Brexit will mean, there has been
no clear change of heart.
The “People’s Vote” campaign, which includes several pro-EU groups, aims to ensure a
public ballot “so that we can decide if a decision
that will affect our lives for generations makes
the country better or worse off”.
A Survation poll earlier this week found
that 48 percent of respondents supported a
referendum on the final deal, while 25 percent
were opposed.
As yet there is no certainty about what the
final deal could look like amid infighting in
Prime Minister Theresa May’s Conservative
government as well as among some of its opponents about what they want from Britain’s

Syrian president says talks
with U.S. would be ‘waste
of time’

new trading ties with the EU after it leaves in
March next year.
“Freedom to bust out”
Britain’s foreign minister Boris Johnson,
one of the main proponents of the “Leave”

vote, has meanwhile written an article in the
tabloid newspaper the Sun defending Brexit.
Britain had voted for “the freedom to bust
out of the corsets of EU regulation and rules” he
said, and any softening of the final deal - such

as continued membership of the single market
and customs union - would be unwelcome.
Those who voted for Brexit had not changed
their minds, he said. “They don’t want some
bog roll Brexit - soft, yielding and seemingly
infinitely long” he said, using a British slang
expression for toilet paper.
Johnson was also quoted in the Telegraph
newspaper by two diplomatic sources as strongly dismissing business leaders’ concerns about
the impact of Brexit.
Speaking on BBC radio Jurgen Maier, head
of German manufacturer Siemens in Britain,
said slogans about Brexit were “incredibly
unhelpful”.
“What we need to do now is get closer to
our European partners and work out what
a realistic, pragmatic Brexit is, which works
for both sides,” he said.
On Friday, Airbus (AIR.PA) said that if
Britain were to leave the EU without a deal
it would be forced to reconsider its long-term
position and put UK jobs at risk.
(Source: Reuters)

The Syrian leader made remarks in repose to a question whether his government was maintaining open lines of communication
with Trump administration.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Assad stated that U.S. presidents
have always been devising their policies under influence of lobbies
and financial institutions.
“The problem with the American presidents is that they are
hostages to their lobbies, the mainstream media, huge corporations, financial institutions, oil and etc.”
Earlier in an interview in May, the Syrian president said
that Trump’s “animal Assad” slur is representation of the U.S.
president himself.   
The U.S. and its allies have been bombarding what they call
Daesh positions inside Syria since September 2014 without any
authorization from the Damascus government or a UN mandate.
The strikes have on many occasions resulted in civilian casualties
and failed to fulfill their declared aim of countering terrorism.
Damascus says U.S. and its Western and regional allies are
aiding Takfiri terrorist groups operating inside the Arab country,
while the Tel Aviv regime’s military carries out sporadic strikes
against Syrian government forces.
The Israeli regime, one of the United States’ top allies, has
even set up field hospitals to treat wounded militants evacuated
from Syria.
Furthermore, the Syrian army has repeatedly seized huge
quantities of U.S. and Israeli-made weapons and advanced military equipment from the foreign-backed militants inside Syria.
(Source: SANA)

Bin Salman, Netanyahu met
secretly in Amman: report
The House of Saud regime’s inexperienced and ambitious Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman or MBS as he is also known, and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu have held secret
meetings in Amman, Israel’s Maariv newspaper reported on Friday.

The two leaders met at the Royal Palace in the Jordanian
capital on the sidelines of a visit to Amman by White House
special adviser Jared Kushner and the United States Middle
East envoy Jason Greenblatt.
Citing an informed source, the report said bin Salman’s meetings
with Netanyahu took place both with and without the presence
of Jordan’s King Abdullah.
Israel and the Saudi regime have no diplomatic relations, but
they are widely believed to have secret liaisons. Latest reports
say the two regimes are working behind the scenes to establish
formal relations.
Kushner and Greenblatt are on a regional tour to discuss
Washington’s so-called peace plan with officials in the occupied
territories, the House of Saud regime, Egypt, Jordan and Qatar.
The U.S. President Donald Trump has proposed to establish
a Palestinian state with half of the West Bank with Abu Dis as
its capital, a report says.
As part of the tour, Trump’s envoys met with bin Salman on
Wednesday.
The two sides discussed “increasing cooperation between the
United States and Saudi Arabia, the need to facilitate humanitarian relief to Gaza, and the Trump Administration’s efforts to
facilitate peace between the Israelis and Palestinians,” a White
House statement read
The meeting came one day after the envoys spoke about similar
topics with the Jordanian king in Amman. Separately, Netanyahu
met with King Abdullah in Amman on Monday.
Riyadh has been supporting the U.S. initiative purported to
resolve the decades-long Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Palestinians should make peace or shut up
The Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman has said
that Palestinians should either accept peace proposals or “shut
up,” Israeli media reports.
The Saudi regime crown prince recently sparked controversy
by telling the Palestinians that they should either accept peace
proposals or “shut up.”
“It’s about time that the Palestinians accept the offers, and
agree to come to the negotiating table — or they should shut up
and stop complaining,” Israel’s Channel 10 news quoted Salman
as saying during a trip to New York in March.
(Source: Press TV)
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Inflation rate at
8.2%: statistical
center
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — The Statistical Center of Iran
d
e
s
k announced that the inflation rate in the twelvemonth period ended on the last day of the third Iranian calendar
month Khordad (June 21) stood at 8.2 percent, up 0.2 percent
from its previous month, IRNA reported on Saturday.
All sectors of the Iranian economy registered positive growth
in 2017, during which 650,000 jobs were created and the country
attained a single-digit inflation rate after a quarter of century.

India devises way to bypass
U.S. sanctions, pay for Iran oil
The government is set to revive an alternative payment mechanism
to settle a part of its payments for oil imported for Iran over the
next few days in a bid to counter the impact of U.S. sanctions
imposed on Tehran.
While one option is to go back to the earlier barter-type arrangement, the government is also looking at the option of routing the payment through a third country like Turkey, a senior
government official told TOI.
A similar arrangement had to be dropped when Iran faced
sanctions the last time round, prompting the rupee-Iranian rial
arrangement, where UCO Bank played a key role in helping Indian
refiners such as MRPL and Essar Oil meet their requirements.
“We are close to finalizing the mechanism and it will be ready
over the next few days,” said a senior official. The finance ministry, along with RBI and the commerce department are engaged
in the exercise.
In May, American president Donald Trump withdrew from
a 2015 nuclear accord with Iran and ordered the reimposition
of U.S. sanctions. While some U.S. sanctions take effect from
August 6, others including those affecting the oil sector will be
effective from November.
(Source: Times of India)

Top U.S., Russia energy officials
to meet on Tuesday -source
U.S. Energy Secretary Rick Perry will meet Russia’s energy minister
next week in Washington, a person familiar with the situation
said on Friday, as the two countries compete to supply global
markets with natural gas and crude.
Perry will meet Russia’s Energy Minister Alexander Novak
on Tuesday, in the context of the World Gas Conference that is
being held in Washington, the source said.
Meetings between top energy officials from Russia and the
United States, two of the world’s largest oil and gas producers,
have been rare in recent years.
Relations between Moscow and Washington have cooled
over Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and as the Trump
administration blames the Russian government for cyber attacks that targeted the U.S. power grid over the last two years.
The two countries are competing to sell natural gas to Europe.
Russia’s Gazprom, the European Union’s biggest gas supplier, and
several Western energy companies hope to open Nord Stream 2,
a pipeline to bring Russian gas under the Baltic Sea to Germany.
The United States, meanwhile, has begun some sales of liquefied natural gas, or LNG, to Poland and Lithuania, though LNG
shipments can be more expensive than gas sent via pipeline.
The United States says the advantage of its LNG is dependability
and stable pricing.
The administration of U.S. President Donald Trump opposes
the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, as did the administration of former
President Barack Obama. Washington believes that the pipeline
would give Russia, which has at times frozen deliveries to parts
of Europe over pricing disputes, more power over the region.
The meeting comes as U.S. national security adviser John
Bolton plans to visit Moscow next week to prepare for a possible
meeting between Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin.
Perry and Novak will also likely talk about oil markets. On
Friday, the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
agreed in Vienna to raise oil output by a modest amount after
consumers had called for producers to curb rising fuel prices.
Russia, which is not an OPEC member, began cooperating last
year with the group for the first time, holding back production
to support global oil prices. Before the Vienna OPEC meeting,
Novak said Moscow would propose a gradual increase in output
from oil-producing countries, starting in July.
(Source: Reuters)
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‘Iran-China
economic ties
to hike’
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Iran-China
d
e
s
k economic relations will
improve regardless of third-party countries’
internal rules, Spokesman of the Chinese
Ministry of Commerce Gao Feng told IRNA
on Saturday.
“China will continue expansion of trade
and economic ties with Iran and the U.S.
withdrawal from Iran’s nuclear deal will not
harm the issue,” he said.
“China disagrees with the U.S. economic

unilateralism policies as well as imposing
sanctions on Iran,” Feng said.
“Developing economic relations between
Iran and China is not against international
regulations,” he underlined.
The value of Iran-China trade stood at
about $37.3 billion in 2017 registering a
19.3 percent growth compared to the same
period in 2016, he said, while the figure hit
$13.2 billion in the first four months of 2018,
increasing 9.3 percent year-on-year.

Iran’s 2nd trade center in China
inaugurated
Iran’s second trade center was opened in
China’s eastern port and major industrial
hub, Ningbo, the Chinese official announced.
The center seeks to introduce Iranian

goods and services, spur the country’s export capabilities, and attraction of foreign
investments to it.
Iran’s first trade center in China was
previously established in Shanghai Free
Trade Zone.

Iran will find other ways to overcome
sanctions: Zanganeh

TCCIMA agricultural committee chairman
becomes a board member of ISOA

E N E R G Y TEHRAN — Saying
d
e
s
k that Iran doesn’t believe
buyers of its oil will get waivers from the
U.S. government, Iranian Oil Minister Bijan
Namdar Zanganeh said his country will find
other ways to overcome sanctions.
The minister made the remarks in
an exclusive interview with Bloomberg
after the 174th OPEC meeting in Vienna
on Friday.
“We are planning to resist and to find
way to preserve our production and export;
there are many ways to produce oil and
export it, but I cannot explain it more”,
he noted.
Most of Iranian crude customers are still
buying the product, but some of them have
difficulty because of the pressure of Unite

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN— Kaveh
d
e
s
k Zargaran, the chairman
of the Agricultural Committee at the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (TCCIMA), became a board
member of International Sunflower Oils
Association (ISOA).
Zargaran, who is an active person in the
field of food and agricultural industries in
Iran, was selected as a board member of ISOA
along with 13 other members from China,
U.S., Ukraine, Turkey, Hungary and India,
TCCIMA website reported on Saturday.
ISOA was established in 2015 in Rome
by group of establishing members, included
representatives of main national associations
and industry companies from China, Ukraine,
Russia, Hungary, Spain and Argentina.

States for money transfer, for transport
and insurance, the official said.
Referring to the OPEC meeting, Zanganeh said OPEC showed that it is an independent organization, not part of the
Secretary of Energy of United States.

ISOA is the international non-profit
organization, aimed at promoting of
international trading with sunflower oil.
The organization plans realizing both
scientific and trading levels of sunflower
oil promotion.

The aftermath of OPEC’s decision on rising output
Output in May 2018 was actually down by 1.9 million,
1
somehow 62 percent or 724,000 bpd more than what was
agreed upon in 2016.
Although Iran’s proposal is in fact a practical solution for
all the raised concerns, but what is important now is how this
framework is going to be executed. In other words, how the
organization is going to allocate the production increases across
its members, since only some members like Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and Kuwait have both the spare capacity
and the ability to increase output.
Saudi Arabia
Considering the cuts that the kingdom has done within
the past 1.5 years, Saudi Arabia currently enjoys a great spare
capacity and the Kingdom claims to have the ability to increase
production by about 2 million bpd.
According to OPEC’s latest monthly report the kingdom
produced 9.987 million bpd in May while they claim of having
a 12 million of daily production capacity.
Russia
Russia, which, in my opinion, could be considered the sole
winner of this whole situation, could increase its production
up to 500,000 bpd, as Bloomberg reported “Forecasts vary
from 215,000 barrels a day from Renaissance Capital to some
500,000 barrels seen by state-run Gazprom Neft PJSC, the
nation’s No. 3 producer.”
Russia has been voicing the decision for an output increase
months before the Friday meeting. In late May, the country’s
largest oil company, Rosneft, announced a capacity test for
bringing back the production it cut under the deal between
Moscow and OPEC.
As the Energy Expert and Political Science Professor, Albert
Bininachvili would put it Russian oil policy has always been
based upon taking advantage of opportunities that market

and geopolitical issues present and this time is no exception.
“Now in the current situation, although they [Russia] don’t
have as much spare capacity as the Saudi’s, but still the country
has a great potential for oil exports,” Russia is willing to deploy
all its capacity to lessen the impact of U.S. sanctions on its
economy and also reduce China’s dominance in the region.
“The world of oil is the world of figures, great money, and
continuous readjustment of the power balance within the
OPEC organization and among oil majors,” Bininachvili told
Tehran Times.
According to Bininachvili, although for the time being Russian
policy is obviously in contrast with the U.S. [U.S. has been one
of the main driving forces behind the recent OPEC decision],
they prefer keeping up a good relation with Saudi Arabia in
order to impede China’s further economic penetration into
the Persian Gulf region even at the cost of being in line with
U.S. policies.
So, what could be expected is that Russia is going to add,
at least, something around the same 300,000 barrels per day
(bpd) that they cut in accordance with the initial agreement.

Iran & other members
As for Iran and other members like Venezuela, Iraq, Angola,
Nigeria and Libya, unfortunately compared to Saudi Arabia
and Russia they do not hold a very strong stand.
Due to a combination of factors Iran has only about 4 million
bpd of output capacity of which 2.5 million bpd is being exported.
According to the initial accord, the country is producing at its
maximum allowed ceiling, so Iran is not required to make any
cuts nor it’s able to make any further increases.
As for Venezuela, the country’s oil industry has fallen down
dramatically due to internal political turbulences and also low
oil prices. Although the state oil company PDVSA announced
that they have the ability to boost crude output by 1 million
bpd by end of the year, their oil minister said on Friday this
goal [increasing output] would be “a challenge” for PDVSA.
Libya, Angola and Nigeria, too, don’t seem to be able to
increase their output even if they were allowed to.
What to expect
In the end, although OPEC didn’t mention any clear
amount for the agreed increase and also didn’t give any
information regarding the pattern of allocations, the
organization’s official statement said members agreed on
returning to their initial 100 percent compliance starting on
July 1. Considering all the aspects, despite OPEC’s states on
securing all members’ interests, what we should expect in
reality is a gradual increase between 600,000 to 800,000
bpd in oil supplies which most of it would probably come
from Russia and Saudi Arabia.
Since as UAE’s Energy and Industry Minister Suhail Mohamed
Al Mazrouei, who is also the current chairman and president
of OPEC, said at a press conference following the meeting, “[it]
would not make sense if we allocated production to a country
that cannot produce it”!

Trump’s trade war will soon hit 65 percent of global business leaders

As the United States teeters on the brink
of a tit-for-tat trade war with China and a
growing number of allies, President Donald
Trump’s insistent push for policy changes is
causing a full-swing rattle in global markets
and among business leaders.
Seven of the 16 biggest Dow declines this
year appear to have been sparked by trade
concerns, according to CNBC data. There

have been 35 moves of 1 percent or more in
the Dow Jones Industrial Average this year,
12 of which CNBC found were entirely or
substantially related to trade-related news.
The seven negative Dow moves shaved $700
billion in market cap off the index.
Trade uncertainty has risen to be the biggest risk for corporations, according to the
latest CNBC Global CFO Council quarterly

China consumer prices seen
stable in second half
China’s consumer prices are likely to be
stable in the second half of the year, the
state planner said on Saturday, soothing
concerns that have grown amid China’s
escalating trade dispute with the United
States.
Shoppers ride on a travelator at a supermarket in Beijing, China, October 15, 2015.
“The market in general thinks the
macro environment is stable and market supply is sufficient,” an official at the
pricing department of the National Development and Reform Commission said.
“The overall price level will continue
to stabilize and it’s unlikely that prices
will rise significantly,” he added, in comments published on the agency’s website.
Annual consumer inflation in the
world’s No.2 economy held steady in
May from the previous month, as food
prices remained largely stable, official
data showed earlier this month.
But the remarks come amid escalating

trade tensions with the United States,
fuelling worries over upward pressure
on China’s consumer price index.
Agriculture products in particular
could jump after Beijing imposes tariffs
from July 6 on imports of U.S. soybeans
and other products used to feed its huge
livestock sector.
That would lead to further upward
pressure on pork prices, which have a
large weighting in the consumer inflation basket.
The statement noted however that
pig production capacity is at a high level
while grain and edible oil stocks were
also relatively high.
In another move aimed at ensuring
economic stability, China said last week
that it would use targeted cuts in banks’
reserve requirement ratios (RRR) and
other policy tools to boost credit support
for small firms and ensure steady growth.
(Source: Rreuters)

survey. To that point, 35 percent of global
CFOs say U.S. trade policy is the biggest
external risk their company faces, up from
27 percent in Q1 and tripling from the 11.6
percent who cited trade policy in the fourth
quarter of 2017.
It is going to be a tough 6 months
Amid strong gross domestic product and
job growth and profit-friendly corporate tax

cuts, nearly 65 percent of North American
CFO respondents said U.S. trade policy
is likely to negatively impact their firms
over the next six months; 20 percent of
CFOs indicated the impact would be “very
negative.” Sixty-six percent of Asia-Pacific
region CFOs expect a negative impact on
their firms.
(Source: CNBC)

Harley says EU duties
could prompt price hikes
Harley-Davidson Inc could be forced to raise
prices in Europe due to EU tariffs on U.S.
goods, hitting buyers of new motorcycle
models when they are shipped to dealers
later in the year, the head of its central European business said.
Earlier this week, the European Commission said it would start charging import duties
of 25 percent on a range of U.S. products from
Friday after Washington imposed tariffs on
EU steel and aluminum at the start of June.
“Of course this will have an impact on
the price. We will try and make it as painless
as possible but no company can foot this
alone,” Christian Arnezeder told Reuters
TV in an interview.
A spokeswoman for the company said
the group was still evaluating the potential
impacts of EU duties, and that no decisions
on pricing had been made.
Harley says it is getting hit by tariffs twice:
Once by the EU import duty and once by a
rise in raw material prices resulting from

U.S. steel tariffs.
For the moment, though, Harley does not
need to raise prices as it used the roughly
three months since Europe first threatened to
impose duties on its motorcycles to prepare.
“We tried to get the current model to
Europe as quickly as possible, as far as
production allowed for it,” Arnezeder said.
He also said that the anticipation of tariffs boosted demand as customers sought
to snap up motorcycles before prices rise.
“You could tell on the market, in talking
to dealers, that some customers said, I want
to fulfill my dream before any tariffs come
into effect,” he said.
Struggling to overcome a slump in U.S.
demand, Harley has been aiming to boost
sales of its motorcycles overseas to 50 percent of total annual volume from about 43
percent currently. Europe, the Middle East
and Africa accounted for little over 21 percent
of its global retail sales in the last quarter.
(Source: Reuters)
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Despite U.S.
pressure, India
plans to open
Chabahar by 2019

INTERNATIONAL Despite the overwhelming pressure from
d
e
s
k the United States, India is planning to
make the strategic Chabahar Port operational by 2019, India’s Transport and Shipping Minister Nitin Gadkari said
during his official visit to Tajikistan.
On the sidelines of a global conference on ‘International
Decade for Action: Water for Sustainable Development’, Gadkari
said his government is committed to the ambitious project.
“India is trying to make Chabahar Port in Iran operational by
2019,” said the minister in a statement. “Opening up of the
Chabahar Port will make the CIS countries more accessible.”
Donald Trump’s decision to re-impose economic sanctions
on Iran, according to observers, will not affect India’s plans to
develop the strategic port of Chabahar. India is developing the
Chabahar Port as a transport corridor to landlocked Afghanistan
and Central Asia. Some Indian officials visited Iran last month to
expedite the project and identify a local operator for managing
the first phase of the port as part of an interim arrangement amid
Trump’s decision to re-impose draconian sanctions on Iran.
India signed a short-term lease to start interim operations
for the port, as part of the agreement inked during Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani’s first state visit to India in February.

Pakistan to facilitate
UN enquiry in
Kashmir if India
reciprocates
INTERNATIONAL Welcoming recommendations made in the
d
e
s
k recent UN report on Kashmir, Pakistan has said
it was ready to facilitate the Commission of Inquiry as proposed
in the report to Pakistan-controlled-Kashmir, if India gives a
similar access to the UN team to visit Indian-controlled-Kashmir.
Pakistan is “ready to facilitate the Commission of Inquiry
to visit” Pakistan-controlled-Kashmir, as proposed in the
recent UN report, provided India reciprocates, Pakistan’s
Foreign Office spokesperson said on Thursday. “India must
not shy away from this international obligation if it has nothing
to hide.” He said Pakistan’s position (on Kashmir) remains
consistent as it has nothing to hide.
In the report released last week, the UN talked about human rights violations in both Indian-controlled-Kashmir and
Pakistan-controlled-Kashmir and sought an international
inquiry into these abuses. The report also sought repealing
of the draconian legislations and removal of requirement
for permission to prosecute security personnel accused of
human rights violations in civilian courts.
While the report was welcomed by human rights organizations in Kashmir, India reacted sharply, terming it
“fallacious, tendentious and motivated”, a lodged a strong
protest with the UN.

U.S. reminds
Pakistan it’s still
on notice
INTERNATIONAL The United States has reminded Pakistan
d
e
s
k that it is still on notice to dismantle all terrorist sanctuaries and safe havens from its soil. The reminder was
conveyed by U.S. Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia Alice G. Wells at a congressional hearing
on Wednesday, indicating growing strains in their relationship.
“Pakistan is on notice that we expect its unequivocal cooperation ending sanctuaries that the Taliban have enjoyed
since the remnants of their toppled regime fled into Pakistan
in 2001,” said the senior U.S. official.
In a New Year Day tweet, President Donald Trump had
accused Pakistan of “taking billions and billions of dollars”
from the US while “housing the same terrorists” that it was
supposed to fight. Trump administration suspended more
than two billion dollars of security aid to Pakistan.
Pakistan, however, has rejected these allegations as unfounded and has urged Washington not to blame Islamabad
for its failures in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan today is America’s longest war and the biggest
disaster. Despite 17 years of military intervention, security
situation continues to deteriorate and peace remains a mirage.
Pakistan’s former Defense Minister Khurram Dastgir thinks
US is just looking for a scapegoat. “Even after spending trillion
dollars and deploying thousands of soldiers, US is only able
to control 40 percent of Afghanistan,” he told newspersons in
Islamabad recently. “U.S. government wants a scapegoat.”

A people’s march
for peace in
Afghanistan
INTERNATIONAL For the war-weary people in Afghanistan,
d
e
s
k protests and peace rallies have become the
only way to show their fatigue from war and to urge all the
parties to seek a common ground. The Helmand Peace March
movement led by youth from the strife-torn southern province
of Helmand has now reached Kabul, after covering 700 kilometers by foot through four of Afghanistan’s most insecure
provinces – Helmand, Zabul, Ghazni and Maidan Wardak.
This movement was born out of a Taliban bombing in
Helmand in March that left at least 15 dead and many others wounded. The marchers have listed four main demands
including unconditional ceasefire by all sides of war, identification of channels for peace talks, consideration for Islamic
and national values, and specific timeline for the withdrawal
of international forces from the country.
The marchers have been warmly welcomed by people
in all the provinces they have visited so far. Their hashtags
have been widely shared on social media, making it one of
the most popular and successful peace campaigns in Afghanistan’s recent history.
On Tuesday, the marchers met with President Ashraf
Ghani in Kabul and discussed their agenda for peace and
conflict resolution. Taliban have so far refused to hold any
parleys with them.
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International assistance urgently needed
for Rohingya refugees, says Amnesty
INTERNATIONAL Amnesty International,
d
e
s
k the global rights watchdog body, has called on the international
community to urgently step up assistance
for more than 900,000 Rohingya refugees
in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar district in the
wake of severe monsoon season.
The statement was issued on June 20,
which marks the World Refugee Day.
According to the United Nations, more
than 200,000 Rohingya refugees are at the
risk of landslides and floods during the ongoing monsoon season. More than 28,000
people have been affected over the past five
weeks as 133 landslides have damaged more
than 3,000 shelters.
“The Rohingya refugees languishing in
the overcrowded and threadbare camps in
Cox’s Bazar are in urgent need of international assistance,” said Biraj Patnaik, Amnesty International’s South Asia Director.
“A mere fifth of the UN’s appeal has been
committed so far. The world cannot stand
by while Bangladesh is left to shoulder the
responsibility alone.”
The statement further said that the assistance is needed to provide for the Rohingyas
most basic needs in the camps, including
access to adequate housing. Almost all of the
shelters are currently composed of makeshift
bamboo and tarpaulin, many of them perched
dangerously on mud hills. The camps are
also extremely congested.
The UN refugee agency has warned that
“given the scope of the refugee population, the
sheer size of the settlements and the challenging terrain, we fear that the extreme weather
will cause further damage, destruction and
potential loss of life.”
“The international community has a duty
to support these victims of the most horrific

human rights violations accordingly, and not
wait until further disasters visit them before
taking action, said Patnaik.
Rohingya refugees fled to Bangladesh from
Myanmar to escape persecution in Myanmar’s
western Rakhine state, paving ground for the
worst humanitarian crisis. There are more
than 900,000 Rohingya refugees currently
in Cox’s Bazar – of whom 646,000 have arrived since August last year.

Many countries have come forward to
help these impoverished refugees living in
Cox’s Bazar camps. Iran’s Red Crescent Society (IRCS) also dispatched medical teams
to provide medical supplies and administer
treatment to these refugees, including children. Iran has airlifted many consignments
of aid to Bangladesh for Rohingya refugees
and has even offered to construct camps and
emergency hospitals.

Roohullah Rezvi, an Iranian activist,
who visited Cox’s Bazar refugee camps to
deliver aid and medical supplies, termed it
a humanitarian catastrophe. “But, for them,
going back to Rakhine is also fraught with
danger,” he hastened to add.
UNHCR, the world body’s refugee agency,
has said that the repatriation of Rohingya refugees must take place in “safe and dignified conditions that pave the way for lasting solutions”.

‘Iran’s significance for india today is primarily strategic and revolves around connectivity’
By Seyed Zafar Mahdi
Sumitha Narayanan Kutty is an Associate Research Fellow with the South Asia Programme at the S. Rajaratnam
School of International Studies (RSIS), Singapore. Her
work centers on India’s foreign and security policies in the
Indo-Pacific region, particularly toward the Middle East.
Iranian Transport Minister Abbas Akhoundi on his
recent visit to India hailed Chabahar port as “win-win”
situation for both India and Iran. What is the future of
this port and Indo-Iran relations?
The transit route to Afghanistan via the Chabahar port
– part of the trilateral transit initiative – has been operational from October 2017. India’s role and investment in
equipping and operating the port, however, is still ongoing
and the Indian government has repeatedly stressed it will
be completed by the end of 2018. Broadly on India-Iran
relations, there is a shift in priorities in recent years. The
primary interest, i.e. what is working now, is transit and
connectivity with the Chabahar project at its centre.
With India, Iran and Afghanistan joining hands to
operationalize this Iranian port located in Sistan-Balochistan province, do you feel it will have any bearing on
Iran’s relations with Pakistan?
Pakistani officials have proposed connecting Gwadar
(the port China has built and operates in Pakistani Balochistan) and Chabahar. Therefore, chances are high
that trade between Iran and Pakistan may be furthered
via the Chabahar port or related infrastructure such as
the adjoining free-trade zone. India currently has a tenyear operating lease with potential for renewal and it
does not (as yet) have special say in whose goods transit
through, once the upgraded port is up and running. It
should therefore be expected that both China and Pakistan – given the strong presence of the former and that
Iran shares its borders with the latter – will inevitably
use this port as well.
India shares historical and cultural ties with Iran
and the relations between the two countries have improved in recent years. Why is Iran important for India
and vice versa?
Today, Iran’s significance for India is primarily strategic and revolves around connectivity in that it helps
India connect to Afghanistan, Central Asia and beyond,
given that transiting goods through Pakistan is not an
option. India is welcoming of and encourages developments that help draw Iran back into the international

community and integrate into the global economy, like
the Iran-P5+1 nuclear deal. New Delhi remained a key
energy partner during the sanctions era and continues to
push the Chabahar project in spite of US President Donald
Trump’s rhetoric and policies. Iran sees India as key to
its transit infrastructure development and connectivity
drive – a top priority for President Rouhani. The larger
picture involves connecting Iran, India, Russia, Oman
and other signatories via the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC).
There is unfortunately little being done to strengthen
cultural and people-to-people ties between the two countries
despite the oft-repeated ‘historical and cultural ties’ phrase
on both sides. Encouraging academic or youth exchanges
and promoting Persian are some ways to strengthen links.
The current visa regime is quite cumbersome for ordinary
tourists from India traveling to Iran. A lot more can be done.
U.S. President Donald Trump in his New Year tweet
threatened to withhold aid to Pakistan if Islamabad continues to provide “safe havens” to terrorist groups. Do
you think Beijing will seize this opportunity to replace
the U.S. as Pakistan’s top ally?
Pakistan already considers China to be its most reli-

able strategic partner (‘all-weather friendship’) whether
in the security realm or in economic terms. Beijing today
has a very strong foothold in the country with the mammoth China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project and a
military/logistics base in Gwadar. The on-again-off-again
relationship with the United States is not new and such
back-and-forth has transpired across previous administrations. This situation will not significantly change unless
Washington finds a viable alternative to its current supply
routes to Afghanistan.
India recently voted in favor of Palestine at the UNGA
but its official position on the Israel-Palestine conflict has
always been ambiguous. Could you explain why?
In recent years, particularly under the Modi government,
India has sought to de-hyphenate its policies toward Israel
and Palestine. There has always been a long and strong defence partnership between India and Israel. It is just a lot
more visible today. Geopolitical shifts in the Middle East/
West Asia also help India in not having to choose one over
the other today. Saudi Arabia and UAE’s feelers to Israel,
given their intensifying rivalry with Iran, are a major shift
and very much impacts local dynamics of the Israel-Palestine
conflict. New Delhi is very aware of these realities.

American experiment in Afghanistan proves a disaster
But, Ghani administration alone
1
cannot be blamed for the sea of problems Afghanistan finds itself in. The
international community, which came
to Afghanistan after the fall of the Taliban
in 2001, has failed to deliver on all its
promises. The American ‘experiment’ has
utterly failed in the war-torn country.
Even the most hawkish Americans have
conceded defeat in the country, terming
it embarrassing.
Almost 17 years after occupying the
country and launching the so-called ‘war
against terrorism’, Americans are yet to figure out the way to bring peace to the country.
Their counter-terrorism operations have
failed, their counter-narcotics campaign
has proved a disaster, their ‘reconstruction
efforts’ have only brought more destruction, they have failed to dismantle terror
infrastructure across the border, and their
presence has emboldened insurgents to
launch indiscriminate attacks across the
country, resulting in civilian casualties.

And, on many occasions, their drone
strikes have destroyed schools and hospitals
and left trail of death and destruction. Much
to the chagrin of Afghan people, every time

they have managed to get away with such
horrendous crimes, with the blessings of
Kabul government.
Today, Afghanistan has become Amer-

ica’s longest war and the biggest disaster.
Although Trump has ordered the deployment of more U.S. troops to the country,
the continued stalemate is the only likely
outcome. What more than a trillion dollars
and 100,000 troops could not achieve for
America in 17 years, the madman in the
White House thinks he can achieve that
with fewer resources in his time. That is
how far-sighted and visionary American
presidents are. Their ‘experiments’ have
wreaked havoc in many countries, including Afghanistan.
To hide America’s failures in Afghanistan, the megalomaniac American president
in his hyperbolic New Year tweet decided
to put the blame on Afghanistan’s neighbor – Pakistan. No, the U.S. President is
not concerned over ‘militant sanctuaries’
on the soil of Pakistan. As some Pakistani
politicians and experts rightly said, he is
simply looking for a scapegoat for America’s
fiascos in Afghanistan. But, history will not
forgive him or his predecessors.
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Trump’s Advisers ‘War-Loving
Psychopaths’: U.S. analyst

TEHRAN (Tasnim) – An American political commentator deplored the U.S. government’s propaganda campaigns against
Iran and North Korea as “xenophobic” and
said President Donald Trump’s advisers are
“all war-loving psychopaths”.
“Trump’s advisers are all war-loving psychopaths, so the logical conclusion is that this
is the first step toward some sort of conflict....
either with the DPRK or with Iran,” John
Steppling, who is based in Norway, told the
Tasnim News Agency in an interview.
“I can only say again that the attacks in
the media and in Washington, against both
Iran and the DPRK are both racist, imperialist, and xenophobic,” he said, adding, “That
is always there right beneath the surface.”
Steppling is a well-known author, playwright and an original founding member of the
Padua Hills Playwrights Festival, a two-time
NEA recipient, Rockefeller Fellow in theater,
and PEN-West winner for playwriting. He
is also a regular political commentator for a
number of media outlets around the world.
Following is the full text of the interview:
U.S. President Donald Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un concluded
their recent historic summit in Singapore
by signing a deal that included a pledge to
“work toward complete denuclearization of
the Korean Peninsula.” What do you think
about the agreement and how do you predict
its success given Washington’s non-commitment to international treaties?
A: Well, the first thing to note is that in the
U.S., the Democratic Party is complaining
openly about this. Liberal op-ed pieces in
places like the NY Times are consistently
negative. It is just stunning. One might
almost think the Democrats were the real
war party. Chuck Schumer, and it should be
noted that Schumer is right at the top of the

list of the most odious American politicians
of his generation. Schumer is aghast at the
summit with Kim Jong-Un. The minority
leader is attacking Trump from the right, as
are most of the Democratic Party. Now, the
second thing to note is that yes, of course, the
U.S. has a long history of not keeping their
word. However, I am struck by the disturbing
orientalism of even supposed leftist commentators. The DPRK is routinely described as
an Orwellian garrison state and totalitarian
and the like. This is from the left. There is a
terrible racist underpinning to these kinds of
remarks. One expects NY Times type liberals
to lament anything Trump does. If he found
a cure for cancer they would demand Cancer
be allowed to exist and have agency. I mean it
is truly bizarre. But it is particularly depressing to have so many self-identified leftists
demonize North Korea, as well. Having said
that, the truth is the people of North Korea
have survived in a heroic fashion after total

Prior to the move, the U.S. had repeatedly
violated the international pact by imposing
numerous sanctions against the Islamic Republic. Given Washington’s non-commitment
to such an important international agreement,
what would be a guarantee of success of the
U.S.-North Korea deal?
A: What is interesting in this deal is how
it relates to the JCPOA. National Security
Advisor John Bolton has openly referred to
the “Libya Model”. Meaning, after promising
Libya and Qaddafi certain things in return for
elimination of nuclear development (under
Bush) the U.S. came to destroy the country and
assassinate Qaddafi. So it is hard to believe
the U.S. means what it says this time. On the
other hand, it feels perhaps too cynical in
principle to simply discount the agreement.
You also have to factor in the significant role
China plays in the North Korean economy.
Trump’s advisors are all war-loving psychopaths, so the logical conclusion is that this is
the first step toward some sort of conflict....
either with the DPRK or with Iran. What the
actual logic might be is anyone’s guess. But
it is a fair assumption to believe that China
looms as a strategic consideration.
The U.S. sees the world hierarchically.
Countries are ranked in order of importance
and the U.S. is always at the top. For many, this
American exceptionalism is buried beneath
other kinds of rhetoric, but it is there all the
same. Some countries can have nukes and
some can’t. It is, from the politicians’ point of
view, demeaning to be seen talking to “certain
kinds of people”. Unless of course, those
people are buying lots of weapons (think
Saudi Arabia). I can only say again that the
attacks in the media and in Washington,
against both Iran and the DPRK are both
racist, imperialist, and xenophobic. That
is always there right beneath the surface.

destruction by the U.S. in the early 1950s.
The fact that “we” don’t “understand” the
culture is simply that. I’ve never been to
the DPRK. But Christopher Black, a noted
human rights lawyer from Canada, HAS
been there. He traveled there with a group
of international lawyers and together they
issued a statement...and I quote an excerpt...:
“The people of the world have to be told the
complete story about Korea and our government’s role in fostering imbalance and
conflict. Action must be taken by lawyers,
community groups, peace activists and all
citizens of the planet, to prevent the U.S.
government from successfully generating a
propaganda campaign to support aggression
in North Korea. The American people have
been subjected to a grand deception.”
As you know, Trump recently announced
the U.S. withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear
deal between Iran and the Group 5+1 (Russia,
China, U.S., Britain, France, and Germany).

Exploring U.S. coalition’s aggressive attacks on Syrian army’s positions
of fighting terrorism, while the Damascus government
has not issued any licenses for military operations in the
country by the coalition. Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has repeatedly argued in several dialogues that the
U.S.-led coalition attacks on Syria are a violation of the
sovereignty of the country, and Damascus regards it as
“military aggression.” The arbitrary action of the Americans
in conducting military operations on the territory of Syria
has shown that Washington does not even adhere to the
most obvious principles of the United Nations Charter
and the rules of the Security Council of the United Nations
in the observance of national sovereignty.
Ahmed al-Saeed, in charge of the union of Syrian groups,
believes that attacks will continue, because Tel Aviv supports terrorists. One should not forget that Washington is
not trust worthy.

In fact, U.S. main goal is to heavily bombard the military
bases of the Syrian army and Syrian’s residential areas, such
as the city of Homs. On the one hand, the White House
supports Takfiris, and on the other guarantees the Zionist
security. In other words, Tel Aviv’s interests are on the U.S.
top agenda.
What is certain, of course, is that the United States has
not succeeded in achieving its goals in Syria through its
military aggression so far. The most important goals of the
Americans in Syria are the overthrow of Assad from power,
the breakup of the country, the formation of border guard
forces, and the establishment of autonomy for the Takfiris
in southern Syria, none of which has been achieved in the
face of numerous Washington military aggressions. It is
therefore clear that there will be no American military aggression hereafter.
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Saudi is approaching spiritual doom in Yemen

TEHRAN (FNA) — Saudi Arabia, a nation that continues year
after year to spend more money on its military adventure in
Yemen than on programs of social uplift at home is approaching
spiritual doom. Any doubters should ask Amnesty International.
In yet another scathing report, Amnesty International says
Saudi Arabia and its militant proxy forces could be committing
war crimes in Yemen by interfering with the flow of humanitarian supplies into the impoverished country.
The UK-based human rights body says the Saudi-led militant
proxy forces deliberately stop the aid-laden ships to inspect their
cargoes even though it is the United Nations which is mandated
to do so. They divert the ships to the Yemeni ports which are
controlled by the Saudi-led coalition of invaders whom they
work for, or delay them for further inspection sometimes for
a month or more.
Saudi Arabia and its regional allies together with the United States, Britain and France have been waging a war on the
Arab world’s already most impoverished country to restore
the former Saudi-allied officials. Yemen’s Health Ministry says
more than 600,000 people have either been killed or injured
during the three-year-old invasion. The combination of the
war and blockade has brought the country close to the edge of
famine. Nor is that all.
The Saudi-led alliance has been waging a full-on battle since
June 13 to occupy the port city of Hodeidah as well, which receives the bulk of the country’s food and fuel supplies. Yemen’s
Ansarullah movement which has been defending the country
against the invaders together with its allies has, however, refused to give up the port. Sadly, that hasn’t ended the worst
man-made humanitarian catastrophe in the world. And this is
not just about Hodeidah. It’s about the impact of the Saudi-led
war on the entire Yemeni civilian population.
The situation is so desperate that British charity Oxfam has
also sounded a stern warning. Oxfam is forecasting and has been
saying that it will be huge catastrophe if full fighting erupts in
Hodeidah city and the port becomes non-functional.
In the prevailing environment, the International Criminal Court should step in to counter Saudi crimes, because the
prosecutor of the court has enormous discretion in going after
war crimes. Saudis may evade justice but in the ICC eyes they
are guilty of egregious war crimes, of plunder and, finally, of
murder, including the murder of thousands of young Yemenis
- whose future they stole in collaboration with American-British-French allies.
Speaking of the West, the US, British and French governments cannot claim to be a champion of human rights while
arming the world’s worst offenders. The problem is that they
also want the sweet multibillion-dollar arms deals, so they
cut corners on human rights. They broker and approve deals
for their arms companies and they know their weapons have
been used in Yemen - where they are directly involved in the
regime-change campaign.

Saudi supporters turn their
back on Riyadh/
Saudi-led coalition member
states leaving Yemen in a
chain reaction
1
Through the media, the Saudi coalition has been trying to demonstrate that they have progressed in the Yemen and
managed to control al-Hadayda airport, however, the release of
the videos and images shows otherwise. This is a clear proof that
the Yemeni Resistance Forces will never retreat and the war in
Yemen will be a war of attrition for Saudi Arabia.

After the Malaysian Defense Minister’ statement, Sudanese
authorities said they will continue to play a role in the coalition
to encourage Riyadh, but the protests of Sudanese politicians
against the participation of their country in the Saudi coalition
shows that sooner or later Khartoum will leave this coalition
too. In recent days, Sudanese troops have suffered losses in the
course of the conflict with the Yemeni Resistance Forces. The
coalition chiefs have specifically targeted Sudanese troops for
the al-Hadaydah Front, where Sudanese commander Muhammad Hamdan Hamidati has officially acknowledged that so far
dozens of Sudanese troops, several senior officers have been
killed in clashes.
The increase of death toll without making a definite achievement for Sudan has caused parliamentarians to voice their protest
against Sudan’s continuing presence in the Saudi coalition. As
Sudanese parliamentarian Hassan Othman Rizq and Abdul Rahman al-Fadhil, two Sudanese representatives, have announced
that Khartoum should withdraw from the coalition because of
the casualties of their country’s military in Yemen, because there
is no indication that this military invasion will come to a halt
in Yemen. The Yemeni war has, too, put Sudan at risk, as the
Yemenis are after targeting Khartoum with ballistic missiles,
however, Sudan lacks a powerful defense system.
Saudi Arabia’s hostile policies toward different countries seem
to have left Riyadh’s friends behind. Qatar’s stance against Saudi’s
policy in the region, while facing blockade by the Arab states of the
Persian Gulf region, led by Riyadh, has raised Morocco’s anger
on Saudi Arabia’s move to vote against the country to host the
World Cup in 2026, calling Riyadh traitor. Senegal, Chad and
Sudan are too ‘turning their back’ on Saudi Arabia.
In a nutshell, the so-called kangaroo Saudi-led coalition
against Yemen is slowly breaking down, the rift among the coalition members is getting wider over time, all leading to Riyadh’s
failure in Yemen.

An
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1
Americans, after each assault against Syrian forces, claim that “mistakenly” they struck certain
areas, a claim which has repeatedly been used as an
excuse to cover up terrible crimes against civilians in
many other countries, including Yemen, Afghanistan
and Pakistan. In addition, Syrian civilians have had
a fair share of disasters caused by the U.S. coalition
attacks in the past years.
To name a few atrocities, coalition forces targeted the
al-Badia school in western Al-Raqa about two years ago and
massacred members of the 50 displaced Syrian families
living there. The bombing of al-Hisha village in northern
al-Raqa, which killed dozens of civilians including several
women and children, is also considered one of the other
crimes of the American coalition in Syria.
U.S. military intervention in Syria is under the pretext
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National Iranian
Drilling Company
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TENDER GUARANTEE

The West’s arms trade in the Middle East goes beyond the
Saudi deal. Since the beginning of the war on Yemen, which is
now in its fourth year, the US, Britain and France have also made
millions selling arms to Bahrain, which has crushed political
dissent at home while aiding Saudi efforts abroad, and have
exported an assortment of weapons and military equipment to
the United Arab Emirates, which human rights organizations
have criticized for numerous abuses within its own borders
and in Yemen.
What is different about Yemen is that the Saudis’ biggest
supporters and the main states preventing the United Nations from taking decisive action are also the US, Britain and
France, which are members of the Security Council with veto
powers. They have strong economic and security relations
with Riyadh. They see Saudi Arabia as a lucrative market
for their goods, and also are dependent on Saudi oil. The
Persian Gulf country is also a major customer of arms from
the US and UK.
As is, the Saudi-led coalition has been bombing schools,
markets, hospitals and other civilian targets. Its Western allies have also been accused of major violations, which the UN
should also probe. Without full political backing, a commission
of inquiry will likely be fruitless. Many members from the UN
commission of inquiry in Yemen have been forced to resign,
stating that lack of political support from the Security Council
made the task impossible.
Realizing these challenges, and the fact that the dynamics at the UN have posed dramatic consequences into
the Yemen conflict, the UN should consider how first to
push Saudi Arabia and its Western allies to demonstrate
a political desire in ending the Yemen war. To end the
war and stabilize the country requires a well-thought out
approach that balances the need for security with justice
for those affected, and calling on the occupying forces
to withdraw. This is no small task, but the first step is
convincing Saudi Arabia and its partners this is in their
best interests.
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Rial

17,857

625,000,000

ESTIMATED
VALUE (Rial)

Subject of Tender

Tenders Portal Reg.
No.

12,500,000,000

High pressure Hose
for mud Drilling 5000
psi 2 1/2" ID, 30 Feet

3,165,724

TENDER NO. / INDENT
NO

No

Tender No.:FP/11-96/026

1
Indent No.: 01-22-9545308

Brief discription of subject:
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran hereby intends to purchase its requirements from
qualified and interested tenderers through Two-stage public tender (compressed) upon following terms and conditions:
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:
The evaluation is based on article ( J ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets qualitative evaluation
inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.
B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:
In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to account number 4001114004020491 in central bank of Islamic Republic
of Iran under the title of “centralized income funds” of National Iranian Drilling Company and providing the original deposit receipt.
Reciving of documents:
Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum ten days after the date of second publication in
person at the following address: Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign
Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN
Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment department in due date and
participates in tenderwill be known as tenderer from tender committee.
C) Delivery of call quality evaluating:
Tenderers shall submit the completed documents including qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary within 14 days from
last day of document recived deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building operations, National Iranian
Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN.
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee:
A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to the account number 4001114006376636 under the title of “centralized guarantee funds” of National
Iranian Drilling Company to the central bank of Islamic Republic of Iran.
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.
More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR
News Channel of NIDC : @nidc_pr
Foreign Procurement Dept
National Iranian Drilling Company
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The tragedy that changed
Mexico forever

The disappearance of 43 college students on the
night of Sept. 26, 2014, in the southern Mexican
state of Guerrero marked a turning point for President Enrique Peña Nieto.
When he won the presidency in 2012, Mr. Peña
Nieto was hailed as a modern reformer promising
a more democratic and transparent government.
But the disappearance of the students from the
Ayotzinapa teachers’ college in the small city of
Iguala shocked Mexico and the world, and plunged
the Peña Nieto government into an ever-deepening
murk of corruption and cover-ups.
For most of the time since, Mr. Peña Nieto’s approval rating has been hovering around 20 percent.
Mexicans will be going to the polls to elect a new
president on July 1, and the candidate from Mr.
Peña Nieto’s party, the P.R.I., is unlikely to win.
The Ayotzinapa tragedy moved Mexico like
no other, partly because the missing young men,

many of them only teenagers, were studying to
become rural schoolteachers. Many were hoping
to return to their own communities, rather than
joining drug gangs or emigrating to the United
States, as so many of their peers would do.
The 43 came to symbolize the tens of thousands
of innocent people who have disappeared in a cynical and ineffective war against drug cartels that
has spread criminal complicity and corruption
through all levels of government.
A ruling by a federal court on June 4 against
the attorney general’s office may mark a new era
of independence for Mexico’s justice system. In
a unanimous 712-page opinion, the judges concluded that the government’s investigation into
the attack on the students was faulty and irregular,
saying it was not “prompt, effective, impartial or
independent.”

Disappearance of 43 students

The three judges of the first Collegiate Tribunal

Apt in Dezashib
8th floor, 180 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
parking, elevator, spj, wifi
barbecue, storage
$3400
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Ajudaniye
2 floors, 315 sq.m & 300 sq.m
furn, equipped kitchen swimming
pool, sauna
parking, gym, $4000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Niavaran
5th floor, 165 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
equipped kitchen, good balcony
with nice view, pkg
gathering room, spj, lobby
roof garden, high security
$4000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Super Luxury Villa in Farmanieh
800 Built up in 1200 land duplex
completely renovated
7 Bdrs., 2 level, green garden
outdoor pool, high security
equipment kitchen
Suitable for
Residency of Ambassadors
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Soheil
115 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., fully furn
parking, yard, back yard
$2500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt in Shahrak e Qarb
145 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., fully furn
parking, $2300
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt in Jordan
5th floor, 130 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, diplomatic building
$1800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
New Duplex Apt in Elahieh
6th floor, 160 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
unfurn, equipped kitchen
spj, lobby, pkg
$3800
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Unbelievable Villa in
North of Tehran
7000 sq.m land, 2200 sq.m built
up, duplex, 7 Bdrs., big saloon
green garden
renovated, waterfall
Suitable for
Embassy or Residency
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

of the 19th Circuit heard a constitutional appeal
brought by the attorney general’s office over a
lower-court ruling in favor of four men who said
they were tortured by the authorities as part of the
federal investigation into the disappearance of the
43 students. The ruling upheld the view that the
four prisoners had been tortured and threw out
their confessions.
But the court went much further. It condemned
the federal government for having used torture as
one of the components of a fabricated case, violating
the victims’ rights to a fair and independent investigation. The government had steadfastly portrayed
the 2014 attack as one involving only corrupt local
officials, including the municipal police, and a local
drug trafficking gang that, mistaking the students
for rivals, incinerated them in a nearby dump.
The opinion was described by legal experts and
other commentators as unprecedented, historic
— and totally unexpected.

Job Vacancy

The “ruling confirms what international monitors
have already shown: that the Ayotzinapa investigation was a travesty,” said Daniel Wilkinson of Human
Rights Watch. “For a federal court to conclude that
the country’s public prosecutor can’t be trusted to
handle this case on its own is devastating.”
The judges relied heavily on the evidence assembled by the Inter-American Court’s Interdisciplinary
Group of Independent Experts, a panel of five legal
and human rights experts from Latin America that
Mr. Peña Nieto’s government, under international
pressure, invited to help investigate the students’ fate.
In two reports — in September 2015 and April
2016 — the experts exposed what appeared to be
an orchestrated cover-up by federal officials of
whatever actually happened. The experts turned
up video footage of the government’s lead criminal
investigator appearing to plant evidence to support
the government theory that the students had been
incinerated in a dump by local gang members.

Pars Diplomatic Real Estate is looking for the agents
for its Zaferanieh and Elahieh offices who require
these qualification:
1. Fluent in written and spoken English
2. Good at teamwork and communication
3. Enthusiastic about this job and highly motivated
Villa in Shahrak Qarb
4. Full time agent
duplex villa, 630 Sq.m, 5 Bdrs. one
5. Having his/her own car
extra Suit with 300 sq.m apt with 3
Please send your CV to the below email address:
Bdrs., garden, outdoor pool
renovated, too many parking
spaces, security
furn & unfurn
$15000
Suitable for
Residency & Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

info@parsdiplomatic.com

In Mexico’s compromised mass media, a smear
campaign was directed at the panel of experts,
and the government refused to renew its mandate.
The independent experts had to leave the country.
Despite paying lip service to the recommendations of the panel of experts and those of other international groups, the government was determined
to close the case on its own terms. Over the last
year, it has essentially abandoned its investigation.
The students have never been found.
The tribunal ordered a new investigation to
be led by an Investigative Commission for Justice and Truth made up of legal representatives
of the victims and the National Human Rights
Commission. Government prosecutors would also
participate in the commission, but in a subordinate role. International organizations that have
been monitoring the case, such as those from the
Inter-American Court and the United Nations,
can also join. 1 3

Luxury Office in Jordan
new, between 180 to 240 sq.m
flat, lobby, high quality security
parking, 2 side entrances
Price negotiable
Suitable for
special foreign Companies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Commercial Building in
Valiasr _ Park Melat
130 sq.m, 3 rooms, almost new
lobby, security, guest parking good
access to highway
full of foreign companies
Price reasonable
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Zafaranieh
4th floor, 175 sq.m, almost new
full of foreign companies
lobby, parking
Price per each sq $40
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Kamranieh
270 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., luxury furn
nice balcony, green space view
swimming pool
$3500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Whole Commercial Building
in Jordan
7th floor, each floor one office each
office 140 sq.m flat, lobby parking
could whole or one
by one for renting, cozy
Price per each sq $40
Suitable for
Companies in Iran
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
3th floor, 300 sq.m, 4 Bdrs.
fully furn, nice & cozy, lobby
spj, diplomatic building
$4000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Whole Building in Elahieh
3 Apts, each floor is 130 sq.m with
2 Bdrs., one duplex apt with 3
Bdrs., parking, storage rooms
Price reasonable
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Qeytarieh
4th floor 120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, parking
near to Qeytarieh Park
$1500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Best Commercial Office
380 sq.m, open office, parking
good access to highway, lobby
Reasonable price
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Elahieh
1th floor, 160 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
fully furn, spj, parking, lobby
diplomatic, $2800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Suite in Elahieh
40 sq.m, good access, $1500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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Ascending to Qaleh Babak
challenging but rewarding

Qasr-e Shirin holds untapped
potential for medical tourism
T O U R I S M TEHRAN – Westernmost Iranian city of Qa-

d
e
s
k sr-e Shirin is widely deemed to have unfulfilled
potential for medical tourism.
Qasr-e Shirin has a considerable capacity for health tourism
due to its border crossings with Iraq and its proximity to several
Iraqi cities,” IRNA quoted Deputy Health Minister Mohammad
Qasem Janbabaei as saying on Saturday.

“The boom of medical tourism [in the region] can appear
successful in the event of hiring required medical staff and having
hotel accommodation restored.”
Located in Kordestan province, the city has two main border
points of Khosravi and Parviz-Khan.
Kermanshah has vast potential for medical and health tourism
through attracting Iraqi nationals because it is very easy to get
access to this province, said Sa’dollah Masudian, the Iranian
consul general in Iraq’s Sulaimaniya province.
“Each day 1500 visas are issued for Iraqi travelers to Iran at
Iran’s consulate in Sulaimaniya, one third of which dedicated
for medical tourism,” he added.
Some 400,000 medical tourists traveled to the country during
the past Iranian calendar year 1396 (March 2017-March 2018).
Iran attracts health and medical tourists mainly from Iraq,
Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, the U.S., European countries as well
as the Persian Gulf littoral states.

Minab to be declared national
city of mat weaving, basketry

JUNE 24, 2018

The crumbling ramparts of the fortress loom while
1
one approaches the village of Kaleybar in East Azarbaijan
province.
There are several access paths though the normal route
ascends stairs behind the seasonal Babak Hotel. Access
involves a laborious task of one to two hours of uphill walk.
Once at the top, onlookers are greatly rewarded with
vistas of the encircling Arasbaran oak forests, jagged cliffs
and steep gorges.
Babak fortress is embraced with Arasbaran Protected
Area, which is a candidate for inclusion in the UNESCO
World Heritage list for 2018.
Here is a select of comments that visitors to the fortress
have posted to TripAdvisor, one of the most popular travel
websites in the world:
“Sweat-driving hike to a must-see location”
Babak castle is near the small town of Kaleybar, about
a 3-hour drive from Tabriz. The road climbs up high after
Kaleybar, there is a seasonal hotel with a large parking lot
on about 1800m altitude. A rather steep stair-climb starts
just behind the hotel at will take you to the top in about 2
hours, sweat-driving. Start as early as you can, avoid the
afternoon hours when the sun beats down.
Alternatively you can ask the hotel owner to call his friend
who will take you up a jeep track in his old, battered Nissan
4x4, which will cut down the hike to an easily manageable
40-min walk.
For self-drivers with sturdy cars, continue the road
upwards from the hotel until you reach the jeep track (big
yellow signs on the right side of the road, and go up until
you hit the Nomad camp at the end of the road on 2180m
altitude…
Stunning views from and within the fort. You wonder
who and why they ever built this up there, high above
anything else. (Markus U. from Modling, Austria; reviewed
September 2017)
“Beautiful way up and amazing castle”
We booked a taxi ride to this place at our guesthouse in
Tabriz. It took us around two hours and a half to get there by
taxi; once we got to the base of the hill, we started the walk
up and it took us one hour and a half to get to the castle.
It’s a rough climb, but totally worth it, as the views of

Photo depicts the ruined Babak fortress in northwest Iran.
the castle and from the castle are really beautiful. At the
base, where there is a parking lot, you will find a shop
selling water and some other drinks, but no food. There is
also a public toilet near the parking lot. (Fer Tarran form
Apucarana, PR; visited May 2017)
“Stunning scenery and amazing people”
One of my best experiences in Iran (even though I had
many).
As a 28-year old in fairly average/good shape, I found
it to be a difficult trip. The weather was very hot since it

was in the middle of July and there’s not really anything
to buy once you get there. Luckily we had brought soooo
much water and we had just enough.
I also recommend wearing hiking boots or really solid
shoes. I wore sandals and it was not a good idea. I fell once
and was close numerous times. It was amazing though once we actually reached the top there were locals yelling
out / singing poetry and some were playing instruments
while walking down. The atmosphere was unbelievable.
(CarinaCPH from Denmark; visited July 2016)

H E R I T A G E TEHRAN – Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handid
e
s
k crafts and Tourism Organization plans to give
Minab the title of “national city of mat weaving and basketry”,
Mehr reported on Saturday.

5 tips to enjoy a tween- and teen-friendly vacation
By Shivani Vora
Located in Hormozgan province, Minab is known for having
abundant date palms and being a fishing zone.
Raw material for crafting mattresses and basketry, which
are dominantly the leaves of date palms, are prevalent in the
region, the report added.
Matting is the art of weaving or plaited strips of organic fibers
into mats which are cool and suitable to the hot tropical climate.

ROUND THE GLOBE

Rwenzori Mountains
National Park
The UNESCO-registered Rwenzori Mountains National Park
covers nearly 100,000 ha in western Uganda and comprises
the main part of the Rwenzori mountain chain, which includes
Africa’s third highest peak.
The property provides stunning views of glacier and snowcapped mountains just kilometers from the equator, where it is
contiguous with the Virunga National Park in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC).
Having the third highest mountain in Africa at 5,109 m
(after Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya), the Park includes a
much larger alpine area than either, covering an area of 99,600
ha of which 70% lies at over 2,500 m in height.
The Rwenzori Mountains are the highest and most permanent sources of the River Nile, and constitute a vital water
catchment.

Travelers go trekking in Rwenzori Mountains National Park
Their multitude of fast flowing rivers, magnificent waterfalls
and stratified vegetation make the property exceptionally
scenic and beautiful.
The mountains are well-known for their unique alpine
flora which includes many species endemic to the Albertine
Rift in the higher altitude zones including giant heathers,
groundsels and lobelias.
The Park also supplies local communities with various wild
resources and is an important cultural heritage.
(Source: UNESCO)

Traveling with children old enough to want
some independence can be tough, but a few
simple tips will make sure they feel included
and empowered on your next family vacation.
Traveling with tweens and teens can be
both special and challenging, according to
Colin Farndon, director of leisure at Gleneagles, a property in the Scottish Highlands,
and a father. “Kids in this age group are a lot
of fun to engage with,” he said. “On the other
hand, they don’t necessarily want to be with
their parents all day, but they’re not quite old
to be left alone for long periods of time.”
What’s the best way to get that balance
right and make sure your family vacation is
enjoyable for everyone? Here are some of Mr.
Farndon’s tips.
Involve your kids in planning the trip
There’s no better way to get tweens and
teens excited about a family trip than involving
them in the planning process. This starts with
getting their input on where they most want
to go.
Mr. Farndon suggested presenting your
children with three or four different destina-

tions and giving them a choice on which one
they’re most interested in. “The more ownership your give them, the more they feel like the
trip is theirs,” he said. Once you’ve settled on
where, get their help in researching options
for activities, sights to see and restaurants to
dine at. Make sure to integrate at least some
of their suggestions into the trip.
Have an itinerary
A schedule with at least a half-day of set
plans is a good idea to avoid last-minute debate
about what do or where to go next. An itinerary
also makes sure no one is disappointed if your
child’s preferred activity or tour isn’t available,
which can be common during peak seasons at
your destination.
If you’re staying at a hotel, enlist the concierge
staff there to help design your days. They can
help book events, restaurants and tours, and
can also recommend activities and tour guides
best suited for children.
Encourage kids to put down devices
and experience the moment
Tweens and teens tend to be attached to their
gadgets. A few rules around how and even if they
use their devices are important on family trips
so that your time together isn’t spent arguing

about too much or not enough screen time. Be
flexible though: hard limits will alienate them,
but encourage them to enjoy the experience in
the moment, versus documenting everything
on their phones. You can also make screen time
educational by downloading apps and maps
related to your destination and encouraging
your children to explore.
Talk to your child before your trip about
what your expectations are. Devices could be
no-no’s during meals, for example, but allowed
for a set period of time in the morning, before
bedtime or while out and about town. Keep in
mind your children will likely want to take photos
and videos with their phones and share them
with friends and family back home — just as
you likely will. Similarly, whatever rules you put
in place for them, make sure to follow yourself.
Your children won’t appreciate limits on their
screen time if you’re checking your work email
while on vacation with them.
Give them some space
On family vacations, Mr. Farndon said
that his children appreciate some time away
from him and his wife. “Giving them room to
be independent makes for a more enjoyable
trip for all of us,” he said. If you have older

teenagers, consider allowing them to explore
your destination for a few hours on their own.
Many destinations, like museums, zoos,
and nature preserves offer guided tours for
this age group where children don’t need to be
accompanied by an adult. Also, even resorts
tend to have activities that tweens and teens
can partake in without their parents (falconry
and archery are two options at Gleneagles, for
example).
Consider tween and teen tours
Several travel companies offer group tours
specifically meant for families with older children. Booking one can take the stress away from
the planning, and your child or children will
be surrounded by others their age.
Examples include the active tour operator
Backroads (which offers biking in Tuscany or
hiking and walking in Iceland) and Intrepid
Travel where a getaway to Vietnam and a nature
excursion in South Africa are among the six
possibilities. Butterfield & Robinson is another
firm that can create custom itineraries for families. Expect to pay a premium for services like
these, but they may be worth it if you’d rather
leave the planning to the experts.
(Source: The New York Times)

Stonehenge builders had ancient knowledge of Pythagorean geometry
A new book, Megalith, claims ancient Britons built Stonehenge
“and other stone circles with a knowledge of Pythagoras’
theorem, 2,000 years before the Greek philosopher formalized
geometry.”
Megalithic researcher Robin Heath, who contributed to the
book, told reporters at The Telegraph that he presents evidence
of “a great Pythagorean triangle in the British landscape”
and editor John Matineau connects “Stonehenge with Lundy
Island in Wales and the site from which Stonehenge’s ‘Preseli
bluestones’ were quarried.”
The huge stones we see today at England’s Stonehenge were
once surrounded by a circle of 56 wooden posts or smaller
stones which many archaeologists believe recorded the position
of the Sun and the Moon which would help predict eclipses
and monitor seasonal changes to assist with agriculture. The
bluestone horseshoe at the center of Stonehenge is thought
to have contained 19 stones representing the approximate
number of solar years it takes for the Sun and Moon to
complete a ‘metonic cycle’ and almost recalibrate.
The overriding point or take away from Megalith is that
Pythagorean geometry was being applied in Britain’s ancient
landscapes ‘over 2000 years before Pythagoras was born.’ To
achieve this end, Megalith is loaded with claims like: “People
often think of our ancestors as rough cavemen but they were
also sophisticated astronomers” and “We see triangles and
double squares used which are simple versions of Pythagorean
geometry. And then we have this synthesis on different sites

Stonehenge spring equinox celebrations 2018.
of solar and lunar numbers.”
Regarding the content of Megalith the authors told
reporters, “much of the knowledge was lost following the
rise of Christianity in Britain” and, “These days it’s seen as
hippy dippy or New Age, but actually it’s a colossal omission
to the history of science that we don’t see these monuments
for what they are,” records The Telegraph report .
The other side of the coin
The ancient “lost knowledge” presented in Megalith,
was published today to coincide with the summer solstice.
However, the idea that Pythagorean triangles were being
applied in ancient Britain passed from the tables of a handful
of academics in the early 20th century and entered mainstream

archaeology in the 1960s when Professor Alexander Thom
of Oxford University measured the underlying alignments
of hundreds of megalithic stone structures in the United
Kingdom, Ireland and Brittany.
Thom presented a series of “complex astronomical
alignments intertwined with Pythagorean triangles, accurate
right angles and ellipses based on Pythagorean triangles,
congruent triangles and basic polygons.” He also famously
proposed a ‘Megalithic Yard’ - 2.72 Imperial feet or 82.96
cm - which he believed was ‘ the’ standard building unit of
measurement applied in the stone circles of Neolithic Britain
and France. (Thom, 1955)
Although he never actually said the words, by implication
Thom introduced the controversial idea that an elite theocratic
class of educated wise men - astronomer-priests - ruled
over a highly organized Neolithic society and had developed
geometric processes and building procedures.
At the time, Thom’s beliefs contradicted the zeitgeist as
most archaeologists believed Neolithic people were isolated
groups of survivalists, incapable of inter-tribal order to the
extent that Thom inferred. Although today we know this was
certainly not the case, as entrapping as the ‘Pythagorean’
discoveries presented in ‘Megalith’ might be, we have to
be so, so careful in these fields of research, as many unseen
variables exist, and one is always well served to consider
the arguments’ skeptics.
(Source: Ancient Origins)
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Scientists discover new drug that
could prevent cancer cells spreading
Scientists have discovered compound that
could freeze cancer cells in their tracks
and stop them from spreading, potentially
making them easier to kill, according to
research published in the journal Nature
Communications.
While treating the disease requires
destroying cancerous cells, halting their
spread around the body — a process known
as metastasis — is just as important.
The majority of cancer therapies today,
however, are designed simply to kill the
cells, according to Raymond Bergan, a
professor of medicine at Oregon Health &
Science University (OHSU), who is leading
the research.
The lack of treatments designed to halt
cancer’s movement is an issue Bergan and
his team at OHSU — in collaboration with
colleagues from Northwestern University,
the University of Chicago, the University
of Washington and Xiamen University,
China — are trying to address.
A little lump in organ
“For the vast majority of cancer —
breast, prostate, lung, colon and others
— if it is detected early when it is a little
lump in that organ and it has not spread,
you will live,” Bergan said in a statement.
“And generally, if you find it late, after
it has spread throughout your body, you
will die.”
“Movement is key: the difference is
black and white, night and day. If cancer
cells spread throughout your body, they
will take your life. We can treat it, but it

will take your life.”
Since 2011, the researchers have been
trying to develop a drug that controls the
spread of cancer. In their experiments, they

identified one compound in particular —
known as KBU2046 — which was found to
inhibit cell mobility in four different types
of cancer (breast, colon, lung, prostate).

The compound works by engaging specific
proteins that clean cells. By bindings to
these proteins, the substance inhibits their
mobility without any side effects — an
unusual mechanism that the scientists have
spent years trying to understand.

The compound works by engaging
specific proteins that clean cells. By
bindings to these proteins, the substance
inhibits their mobility without any side
effects — an unusual mechanism that
the scientists have spent years trying to
understand.
Ultimately the goal of the research is to
develop a therapy that can be administered
to patients in the early stages of the
disease in order to prevent the cancer
metastasizing, when it becomes far more
difficult to treat.
The same thing with patients
“Our eventual goal is to be able to say
to a woman with breast cancer: here, take
this pill and your cancer won’t spread
throughout your body,” Bergan said. The
“same thing for patients with prostate,
lung and colon cancer.”
To date, the compound has only been
tested in models of human cells and so an
approved drug based on it is still a long way
off. The team are currently raising money
to fund further studies and have founded
a company, Third Coast Therapeutics, to
help realize their vision.
Carl Alexander from Cancer Research
UK who was not involved in the research,
said: “This study has found a potential
new drug that may prevent cancer cells
from spreading. Most cancer deaths are
caused by spread of the disease, so drugs
that can stop this could improve patient
survival for many different cancer types.”
(Source: Newsweek)

Physicists to mix time crystals and fermions
to make a quantum computer

Team detects missing ‘piece’
of universe created by the Big Bang

By making a strange kind of particle that
is its own antiparticle out of a time crystal,
physicists aim to develop a quantum
computer that’s not only more reliable,
but far more lightweight than anything
currently in the pipeline.
Time crystals and quasiparticles called
Majorana fermions have made headlines
in recent years thanks to the fact they’re
both so incredibly weird. So putting them
together to make a quantum computer
sounds like the perfect marriage.
The theoretical union of these
fascinating phenomena was proposed by
physicists from the National University
of Singapore, who recognized similarities
between them that could be exploited in
what’s known as a topological quantum
computer.
There’s enough jargon here to fill an
entire Star Trek episode, so we’ll need
to pull them apart before looking at why
this is such an interesting idea.
Regular old crystals
First of all, time crystals resemble
regular old crystals in that they are based
on repeating units. Rather than being
stretched out across three dimensions
of space, these ones are repeated over time.
The really odd thing is this resonance
in the movements of particles doesn’t rely
on a constant energy source. But before
you scream ‘perpetual motion machine’,
time crystals can’t be tapped as a supply of
free energy, so they don’t break any rules.
Still, that ‘ticking’ could play a role in

After a 20-year-long experiment, a team
of international scientists detects the
last of the missing intergalactic material
predicted to be created by the Big Bang.
Specifically, the team was finally able
to detect the missing parts of the “ordinary matter” that makes up everything in
the universe, from the stars to the cores
of black holes. This ordinary matter is
different from the “dark matter” that
comprised the bulk of the universe’s
mass. The dark matter remained to be
undetected until now.
About two-thirds of this ordinary
matter had been observed throughout
the universe’s first couple of billions
of years. However, the rest of it had
remained elusive until this present
experiment.
To be precise, this ordinary matter
was identified as the “baryons,” the particles made from quarks that comprised
the nuclei inside the atoms.
The team said that finding the missing baryons is important to finally put
together the puzzles about how the
universe began.
“This is one of the key pillars of
testing the Big Bang theory: figuring
out the baryon census of hydrogen
and helium and everything else in the
periodic table,” said Michael Shull, one
of the coauthors of the study, from
the Department of Astrophysical and
Planetary Sciences at the University
of Colorado Boulder.

storing information by turning them into
what the physicists call ‘magic states’.
Proposed around 80 years ago by the
theoretical physicist Enrico Majorana,
these hypothetical elementary particles
are their own antiparticle.
Specifically, they are a type of fermion
– particles that are technically categorized
as possessing a half spin. To most of us
unfamiliar with technicalities, they are
the chunky stuff making up atoms.
In spite of nearly a century of looking,
we’ve failed to come up with one of Enrico’s
special two-in-one particles in the wild. But
we do have the next best thing – electrons
working together in such a way that their
collective behavior produces something
just like a Majorana fermion.
Majorana fermions
Majorana fermions – or rather, their
quasiparticle doppelgangers – can be
made to move in a rather unique twisting
fashion as they shoot down a conductor.
This ‘braid’ motion makes them a perfect
candidate for a topological version of a
quantum computer.
Where your run-of-the-mill quantum
machine relies the undecided state of a
particle – such as its potential spin – to
form its key component, a topological
quantum computer instead uses those
twisting braids.
“Loosely speaking, braiding refers to
exchanging the location of two particles,”
physicist Jiangbin Gong told Phys.org.
(Source: sciencealert.com)

Hydrogen and helium atoms
In the 1990s, astrophysicists had estimated the amount of hydrogen and
helium atoms created in the Big Bang.
Accordingly, the yet-to-be-found dark
matter comprised about 25 percent of the
universe, while dark energy comprised
about 70 percent. The ordinary matter
or baryons was estimated to make up
only about 5 percent of the universe.
Previous researchers concluded that
10 percent of the baryons end up in the
galaxies, and about 60 percent end up in
diffused clouds of gas, which are found in
the spaces between galaxies. Still, there
was about more than 30 percent left that
have yet to be attributed in the universe.
This unaccounted percentage was the
focus of the current experiment published in the journal Nature on June 20.
Using the XMM-Newton from the European Space Agency, NASA’s Chandra
X-ray Observatory, and the Cosmic Origins Spectrograph on the Hubble Space
Telescope, the team observed the Cosmic
Microwave Background. It is the most
ancient light in the history of the universe.
Its age dates back to about 380,000 years
after the Big Bang.
Quasar is a massive galaxy with a
supermassive black hole at its center.
This black hole is actively eating matter
and emitting X-rays and radio waves.
Quasar’s light takes more than 4 billion
years to reach Earth.
(Source: Tech Times)

Low-cost plastic sensors could monitor a range of health conditions, researchers find
An international team of researchers have developed a low-cost
sensor made from semiconducting plastic that can be used to
diagnose or monitor a wide range of health conditions, such
as surgical complications or neurodegenerative diseases.
The sensor can measure the amount of critical metabolites, such as lactate or glucose that are present in sweat,
tears, saliva or blood, and, when incorporated into a diagnostic device, could allow health conditions to be monitored
quickly, cheaply and accurately. The new device has a far
simpler design than existing sensors, and opens up a wide

range of new possibilities for health monitoring down to
the cellular level. The results are reported in the journal
Science Advances.
The device was developed by a team led by the
University of Cambridge and King Abdullah University
of Science and Technology (KAUST) in Saudi Arabia.
Semiconducting plastics such as those used in the current
work are being developed for use in solar cells and
flexible electronics, but have not yet seen widespread
use in biological applications.

“In our work, we’ve overcome many of the limitations of
conventional electrochemical biosensors that incorporate
enzymes as the sensing material,” said lead author Dr. Anna-Maria Pappa, a postdoctoral researcher in Cambridge’s
Department of Chemical Engineering and Biotechnology.
“In conventional biosensors, the communication between
the sensor’s electrode and the sensing material is not very
efficient, so it’s been necessary to add molecular wires to
facilitate and ‘boost’ the signal.”
(Source: phys.org)

Hormozgan Steel Co. Takes Giant Strides in Improving Quality Consecutively
Hormozgan Steel Company took giant strides in the
current month in the field of producing high quality steel
product and managed to materialize objective of nominal
production capacity of this product in the country, the
Public Relations Dept. of the company opined.
Given the above issue, the company managed to break
record in the current month in the following three units: steel
production, Direct Reduction Iron (DRI) and die casting.
It is hoped that the company will materialize most of its

economic objectives before the termination of the current
year in 1397 (to end March 20, 2019), the report added.
The company managed to register 80,829 tons of
sponge iron in Module ‘A’ and totally 158,241 tons DRI
in Modules ‘A & B’.
Monthly production record of main and final product
of slab is the most important record registered by the
company in the last Iranian month of Khordad (May 21
to June 21).

At the initiative taken by the expert engineers, the
company managed to produce 135,699 tons of slab in
the same period.
Following the consecutive successes gained by the
company, the CEOL of the company thanked the unsparing
and unflinching efforts of industrious personnel and laborers
of the company and said, “it is hoped that the company
will take more giant stride in materializing most of its
objectives by the yearend.”
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Astronomers spot nearly 80
exoplanets in record time
Astronomers are looking forward to getting data from the recently launched Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS),
but speed will be of the essence when analyzing that data. To
prepare, researchers from MIT and other institutions have used
a batch of data from the Kepler spacecraft to test how quickly
they can scan for exoplanets. The team proved they can hunt
through the data faster than ever before by spotting almost 80
potential exoplanets. One of them may be the brightest planet
Kepler has detected yet.
Kepler and TESS both use the transit method for detecting
exoplanets. They monitor distant stars for drops in brightness that
indicate a planet has passed in front of the host star. Researchers
need to analyze mountains of data to look for these telltale light
dips, which can be a time-consuming process.
So, why the focus on speed? TESS launched in April and should
be online this summer. It will scan sections of the sky for 30
days at a time before sending data back. It will eventually cover
the entire sky, but the objects it studies will only be visible from
ground-based facilities for a few months afterward. There will
still be time to study candidate exoplanets immediately before
they “set” if researchers can process that data quickly.
Researchers used existing tools developed at MIT to analyze
the light curves from 50,000 stars from recent Kepler scans. This
volume of data used to take months or as long as a year to process.
However, the MIT team managed the task in just a few weeks.
Among the nearly 80 potential exoplanets is one that definitely
warrants further study. About 114 light years away, the star HD
73344 burns much brighter than our sun. An exoplanet orbiting
that star has an estimated surface temperature of 1,200 to 1,300
degrees Celsius (around 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit).
(Source: extremetech.com)

New research on avian
response to wildfires
As we enter another wildfire season in California, attention will
turn to the inevitable fires and efforts to extinguish them. After
these fires burn, land managers are tasked with deciding how,
where, and when to act to manage these new conditions. It is
vital that land managers use the latest science to understand
the effects that fire has on the ecosystem and the wildlife species
that inhabit them.
However, the severity of the fires affected different bird species
differently. Of the 44 species studied, 18 reached their maximum
densities after high-severity fire, 10 in moderate-severity, and
16 in areas affected by low-severity fire.
Over the last century humans have reduced the influence
of fire across this ecosystem, but as the climate warms and the
amount of fuels in these forests increase, the area burning annually and the severity of fires has been increasing. Understanding
how species that rely on these forests respond to such fires can
help inform management of fires and post-fire environments.
“One of the most important things we found was how varied
the response was between areas that burned at different levels of
severity as well the time after the fire it took for different species
to reach their peak abundance,” said lead author Dr. Paul Taillie
who was a field technician on the project with Point Blue and is
now a researcher at North Carolina State University.
In addition to comparing the effects of different burn severities
and the amount of time since fire, researchers also investigated
more complex and nuanced responses of birds to fire than has
been investigated in fire-prone western forests.
(Source: eurekalert.org)

Accurate measurements
of sodium intake confirm
relationship with mortality
Eating foods high in salt is known to contribute to high blood
pressure, but does that linear relationship extend to increased
risk of cardiovascular disease and death? Recent cohort studies
have contested that relationship, but a new study using multiple
measurements confirms it.

Eating foods high in salt is known to contribute to high blood
pressure, but does that linear relationship extend to increased
risk of cardiovascular disease and death? Recent cohort studies have contested that relationship, but a new study published
in the International Journal of Epidemiology by investigators
from Brigham and Women’s Hospital and their colleagues using
multiple measurements confirms it. The study suggests that an
inaccurate way of estimating sodium intake may help account
for the paradoxical findings of others.
“Sodium is notoriously hard to measure,” said Nancy Cook,
ScD, a biostatistician in the Department of Medicine at BWH.
“Sodium is hidden -- you often don’t know how much of it you’re
eating, which makes it hard to estimate how much a person has
consumed from a dietary questionnaire.
Sodium intake can be measured using a spot test to determine
how much salt has been excreted in a person’s urine sample.
However, sodium levels in urine can fluctuate throughout the
day so an accurate measure of a person’s sodium intake on a
given day requires a full 24-hour sample. In addition, sodium
consumption may change from day to day, meaning that the
best way to get a full picture of sodium intake is to take samples
on multiple days.
While previous studies have used spot samples and the Kawasaki formula, the team assessed sodium intake in multiple
ways, including estimates based on that formula as well as ones
based on the gold-standard method, which uses the average of
multiple, non-consecutive urine samples. They assessed results
for participants in the Trials of Hypertension Prevention, which
included nearly 3,000 individuals with pre-hypertension.
(Source: Science Daily)

S O C I E T Y TEHRAN — It is advisable to spend the
d
e
s
k municipality’s limited budget on completing and equipping subway lines in the capital Tehran, the
Tehran city council chairman has said.
Development of metro is a top priority for public transportation which is yet to be done,
ISNA qouted Mohsen Hashemi
as saying on Saturday.
Had the subway lines been
fully operational they would be
able to deliver 7 million rides on
a daily basis, Hashemi noted.
Earlier in may councilor
Mohammad Alikhani said that
currently there are five operational subway lines in the city
of Tehran which deliver some
2.2 million rides on a daily basis, and once lines 6 and 7 are
completed they can increase
the metro ridership to some
5 million a day which would
certainly help tackle air pollution in the metropolis of Tehran.
On developing tramways in the capital, Hashemi said adding
electric buses to the fleet is more economical.
Subway line 7 to become partially operational
within 3 months
Tehran mayor Mohammad Ali Afshani has announced
that subway line 7, which links southeastern Tehran to northwestern part of the city, will become partially operational
within the next three months.
Only 5 kilometers of the subway line will be operational and
with proper budget allocation it will be fully functioning by September 2019, Afshani said, Fars reported on Monday.
Subway line three starches over 27 kilometers and has
23 stations.

Majlis to hammer out bill
against animal cruelty
ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — Bill against animal cruelty is being
d
e
s
k discussed in Majlis, deputy environment chief
for natural environment Hamid Zohrabi has said.
Since 2016, some animal cruelty cases have been spotted in
Iran which has mounted public criticism and pushed the Majlis
to pass a law against cruelty to animals.

One of the important responsibilities of the Department
of Environment is to safeguard wildlife by proposing the bill
on animal and wildlife protection, the YJC quoted Zohrabi
as saying.
“As the department mostly focuses on protecting wild
animals, the issue of domestic animals was not the center
of attention, but we will try our best to get the bill passed,”
he concluded.

‘Water transfer from Sea of Oman
would entail heavy costs’
ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — While
d
e
s
k Iran is weighing up the
option of transferring water from the
Sea of Oman to thirsty lands in eastern
provinces, the project is proved to be
extremely costly, an official at the Ministry of Energy has said.
“Transferring water to any provinces
would be very costly,” YJC quoted Hedayat
Fahmi as saying.
Earlier in May, Parvin Farshchi, the deputy head of the Department of Environment
(DOE) for marine affairs, said that there is
a strong possibility that DOE studies the
plan to transfer water from the Sea of Oman
to drought-ridden provinces of Sistan-Baluchestan, Hormozgan and Khorasan Razavi
by the next [Iranian calendar] year (March
2019), ISNA reported.
Empowering all the sectors to adapt to
water shortage and managing water supply
and demand can be some alternatives to
water transfer, Fahmi stated.
If water shortage is not addressed by the
aforementioned options, desalinating seawater will be the next best option which can
also result in allocating the water rights of
the wetlands, the ministry official suggested.
Fahmi further explained that transferring
water from the sea is not the only option
when facing water scarcity.
Reducing water consumption, improving
productivity and adapting to water shortage
should become a priority nationwide, he
suggested.
To provide the amount of water needed
for the country, recycling wastewater to

Empowering all the sectors to adapt to water shortage and
managing water supply and demand can be some alternatives to
water transfer, Fahmi stated.
provide the amount of water needed for
agricultural purposes, reusing industrial
wastewater for industrial purposes should
be high on agenda to tackle water shortage,
he highlighted
The fresh water should be used for drinking, Fahmi added.

ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — Despite a 27-percent ind
e
s
k crease in spring rainfalls, the country’s
nine-month rainfall (September 23, 2017 to June 21, 2018)
is still 26 percent blow the long-term average level, director
for drought and crisis management department at Iran’s
Meteorological Organization has said.
Over the past 3 months, Iran got some 70 millimeters of
spring rain, which compared to the 55- millimeter long-term
average precipitation level in springs has seen a 27 percent
increase, ISNA quoted Sadeq Ziaeian as saying.
Last year’s spring rainfall are reported to be 52 millimeters,
so spring rainfall exceeded by 35 percent this year, he added.
Hormozgan, Sistan-Baluchestan, Gilan suffer
rainfall shortages
However, since the beginning of spring (March 21), three
provinces of Hormozgan, Sistan-Baluchestan and Gilan have
been suffering serious rainfall shortages with 67 percent, 44
percent and 36 percent drop respectively, Ziaeian explained.
Also, Kerman, Bushehr and Fars provinces are reported
to receive below-average rainfall, he added.
The provinces of Ardebil, Khorasan Razavi, North
Khorasan, Golestan and Mazandaran met normal averages, and other provinces have received above-normal
rainfall, he said.

Royan Research Institute,
MAHAK society conduct
research to preserve fertility
in children with cancer

Key vocabulary

Supplementary vocabulary

breakthrough: a significant or sudden advance
sleek: smooth, glossy, graceful, refined-looking
mindboggling: something that overwhelms the mind; beyond
comprehension
multitask: to do several different things simultaneously
masses: the general populace, the common people

with shortsighted managerial decisions.
As per the figures announced by Iran’s
Meteorological Organization there has been
a 40 percent drop in average precipitation
over the period from September 23-December 25, 2017 compared to the long
term averages.

Average precipitation in Iran falls by 26% compared to long-term period
In a 9-month period (September 23, 2017- June 21, 2018),
Iran has received 163.7 millimeters rainfall while the long-term
averages are 221 millimeters which indicates a 26-perecnt
drop in mean precipitation nationwide, Ziaeian explained.
In the aforementioned period, provinces of Sistan-Baluchestan, Hormozgan and Kerman were facing rainfall shortages
by 71 percent, 64 percent, and 64 percent respectively, he
said, adding that these provinces are the three provinces with
the lowest precipitation rates over the past nine months.

He also mentioned that the provinces of Fars, Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmad, Bushehr, Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari,
Khorasan Razavi, Khuzestan, Yazd, North Khorasan, Isfahan, South Khorasan, Gilan, Markazi, Qom, Lorestan,
Mazandaran, Alborz, Tehran and Golestan are also listed
among the provinces with low precipitation levels, since the
beginning of the current water year (September 23, 2017)
up until June 21.
Average precipitation in Iran falls by 21% compared to last year
Over the aforesaid nine-month period the country received
208 millimeters of rain, which also shows a 21 percent decrease
compared to the corresponding period last year, Ziaeian said.
3 provinces received above-normal rainfall
Average precipitation in some provinces including Qazvin,
Ilam, Semnan, Zanjan, Hamedan, Kermanshah and Ardebil
hit the normal levels over the past nine months, he stated.
“Also, the provinces of Kurdistan, East Azarbaijan and
West Azarbaijan have received above-normal rainfall.”
Compared to the long-term average amounts, with 220
millimeters of rainfall over the same period Tehran is short
of rain by 11 percent, he noted.
Compared to rainfall reported last year the city is facing
lack of rain by 22 percent, he regretted.
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in store: existing, happening, or available in a store
each and every: a more forceful way of saying each
hammer home: to emphasize a point
unveil: to show or reveal

“Regarding a large amount of wastewater
in the country, we can reuse the wastewater
for various purposes by proper planning
and management,” he concluded.
Located in an arid and semi-arid area,
Iran is facing water shortage due to low
precipitation and climate change coupled

Long-term precipitations drop by 26% in Iran

LEARN ENGLISH
Mr. Ford: The campaign that we have in store for the x420
is exciting, imaginative and revolutionary. We have spent two
years listening to and responding to feedback from customers
and staff alike.
Mr. Ford: I would like to say that without the assistance and support
of each and every one of you we really could not have devised
this campaign. I’d like to take my hat off and really thank you all
for the wonderful work you’ve done so far, not only in helping
support our marketing efforts, but also in your continuing your
commitment to Alpha computers.
Mr. Ford: On the subject of the campaign let me ask you all a
question. How do we define the perfect lap-top? Is it about affordability, quality, speed, reliability? What do you look for in
a consumer? Well, I believe the answer lies in a combination of
all of these elements.
Mr. Ford: Our campaign will really hammer home the point
that the x420 is a state-of-the-art laptop for all of your computing
needs. With our television campaign we hope to really reach out
to a huge audience.
Mr. Ford: We have a great ad campaign planned focusing on the
fantastic USP’ s of the x420. We have hired one of the best PR
companies to work with us on the campaign, and have already
completed three separate TV adverts, all focusing on one key
feature of the x420.
Mr. Ford: I’m excited to say that today, for the first time, we will
unveil to all of you here the first of these advertisements!
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lines a top priority: Tehran
council chairman
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S O C I E T Y TEHRAN — The Society to Supd
e
s
k port Children Suffering from Cancer widely known by its Persian acronym as MAHAK
is collaborating with the Royan Research Institute
to conduct studies to preserve fertility in children
with cancer, MAHAK board of trustees chairman
Mardavij Alebouyeh,.
Due to remarkable progress in therapy for pediatric cancer, long-term survival is expected for 80%
of children and adolescents diagnosed with cancer,
Alebouyeh explained, adding, however, preserving
the children’s fertility and high quality of life is a
matter of concern for the MAHAK.
According to National Center for Biotechnology
Information, infertility remains one of the most common and life-altering complications experienced by
adults treated for cancer during childhood. Surgery,
radiation, or chemotherapy that negatively affects
any component of the hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis may compromise reproductive outcomes
in childhood cancer survivors.
The Royan Institute is an Iranian clinical, research
and educational institute dedicated to biomedical,
translational and clinical researches, stem cell research
and infertility treatment. It is a public non-profitable
organization affiliated to the Academic Center for
Education, Culture and Research.
“The Royan Institute has notched up enormous
success in treating infertility, and as cancer and its
treatment can sometimes affect a patients’ ability to
have children preserving it is of importance and we
are planning to minimize the chances of infertility in
children with cancer in collaboration with MAHAK,”
the institute director Abdolhossein Shahverdi said,
Fars news agency reported on Friday.
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ICC to probe Myanmar atrocities with
accounts of gang rape, mass graves

Zimbabwe blast took place
near President Mnangagwa

ICC gives Myanmar deadline over Rohingya case jurisdiction
Disturbing accounts and evidence of Rohingya women tied to trees and raped by
Myanmar’s military forces as well as men
shoved into mass graves and set on fire have
been turned over to the International Criminal Court (ICC) for potential probe of the
atrocities.
The evidence was submitted to the court
by a coalition of Bangladeshi organizations as
the ICC prosecutors are pressing to conduct
an investigation into broad allegations of
forced deportation of the minority Muslim
population from Myanmar, where the international body has no jurisdiction, The
Guardian daily reported on Saturday.
The evidence includes the story of 10-yearold Marwa, “whose family was shot dead
before she, along with a group of other
young girls from her village, was taken to
a nearby school where they were repeatedly
gang-raped.”
The exclusive report cited a document
turned over to the ICC by the Asian Legal
Resource Centre (ALRC) and its partner
Odhikar.
Another document submitted to the ICC
recounts the ordeals of a 20-year-old woman identified as Khurshida, “who described
how she was held captive with several other
Rohingya women, before being stripped,
tied to trees and raped for days.”
She eventually lost consciousness and
was “dumped outside the camp by soldiers
who assumed she was dead,” the report said.
The case of the 25-year-old Sakila “who
hid as her family were locked inside a house
that was set alight by soldiers” as well as that
of 31-year-old Nur Jahan “who was raped
violently and repeatedly in front of her seven-year-old daughter” were also among the
documents given to the international court.

diction over the case of atrocities carried
out against Rohingya.

Will ICC live up to its mandate?

Bangladeshi rights groups have argued
that the sexual and gender-based nature
of much of the violence committed in the
majority Buddhist Myanmar against the
Rohingya “is fundamental to the case and
that ICC action should be taken to put the
perpetrators on trial.”
The legal argument for an ICC probe of
the atrocities in Myanmar, the report says,
is being led by prosecutor Fatou Bensouda,
pointing out that this is “the first time such
a case has been considered by the court.”

Myanmar likely to reject ICC’s
jurisdiction

While Bangladesh is a member state,
giving the ICC power to investigate crimes
committed there, Myanmar is not an

ICC member and rejects that any ethnic
cleansing has taken place against the
Rohingya Muslims as widely alleged by
the United Nations and international
rights groups.
Bensouda argues that the cross-border
nature of the forced deportation of the
Rohingya into Bangladesh indicates that
it could legally fall within ICC’s jurisdiction.
ICC judges met behind closed doors at The
Hague this week to start their discussions
on the case and the documents submitted
to the court will form the key part of the
basis for an investigation.
According to the report, Myanmar has
until July 27 to respond to the allegations
and show that the ICC does not have juris-

Human rights lawyer Wayne Jordash
QC said the decision of the ICC judges would have decisive implications
for the Rohingya people, who have no
other legal recourse under the current
circumstances.
“Will the court live up to its mandate
to put an end to impunity for such crimes
against humanity?” he said.
More than 700,000 Rohingya Muslims
have been forced to flee Myanmar since August 2017 following a brutal campaign of
violence conducted by the military. The mass
carnage has been described as both ethnic
cleansing and “having all the hallmarks of
genocide” by the UN.
Myanmar leader Suu Kyi has come under
fire for doing virtually nothing to stop the
crimes. Her government has also snubbed
and obstructed UN officials seeking to investigate the alleged atrocities and prevented
aid agencies from delivering food, water
and medicines to the refugees.
A team commissioned by the UN Security
Council visited Myanmar and Rakhine state
in early May and met with refugees who
gave detailed accounts of killings, rape and
torching of villages at the hands of Myanmar’s military.
The Rohingya have lived in Myanmar
for generations but are denied citizenship
and are branded illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh, which likewise denies them
citizenship.
The UN has described the 1.1-million-strong Muslim community as the most
persecuted minority in the world.
(Source: agencies)

Melania’s ‘don’t care’ top sends mixed signals

Trump renews sanctions on N. Korea citing
‘extraordinary threat’

The United States President Donald
Trump extended sanctions against
North Korea for one year, saying the
country still posed an “extraordinary
threat” despite insisting just days earlier
that Pyongyang was no longer a nuclear
danger to the U.S.
The sanctions, which were renewed
on Friday, were originally introduced
under an executive order originally put
in place in 2008.
After his talks with North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un in Singapore on
June 12, Trump had said that sanctions would not be lifted on Pyongyang
until further progress was made on its
denuclearization.
However, he also tweeted that,
“Everybody can now feel much safer
than the day I took office. There is no
longer a Nuclear Threat from North
Korea.”

Friday’s order said that the “existence and risk of proliferation of
weapons-usable fissile material on the
Korean Peninsula and the actions and
policies of the government of North
Korea continue to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States.”

Military exercises

Meanwhile, the Pentagon said
it had indefinitely suspended some
joint military exercises with key ally
South Korea.
Trump seemingly surprised
Seoul as well as the U.S. military
when he announced the cancellation of joint war games on June 12
following the landmark Singapore
summit.
Repeating North Korean arguments,
Trump said the games were “provoc-

ative” to Pyongyang and added that
they were “very expensive”.
He also speculated about the eventual withdrawal of 28,500 U.S. troops
from South Korea.
The suspension of the exercises was
regarded as a major win for Pyongyang
as well as for regional superpower and
North Korea ally, China.
Pentagon spokeswoman Dana
W White said Secretary of Defense
James Mattis had suspended the exercises in coordination with South
Korea “to support implementing
the outcomes of the Singapore
summit.”
Last year 7,500 U.S. soldiers and
3,000 South Korean troops took part in
the Freedom Guardian exercises, which
the Pentagon has always maintained
are purely defensive.
(Source: agencies)

The tragedy that changed Mexico forever

The government promptly
8
declared its disagreement with the
ruling. Some analysts suggested that
the court had overreached. Everyone
seemed focused on the most controversial element: Could the judges really order government investigators to
take orders from a commission made
of victims’ representatives?
On Thursday, the government filed
an appeal to the Supreme Court, arguing
that the ruling overstepped by giving a
victims’ truth commission such power. Assuming that the Supreme Court
agrees to consider the case, it could be
at least six months before it returns a
decision. By then, a new government
will be in power.

Obrador far ahead in polls

The presidential candidate Andrés
Manuel López Obrador of the centerleft populist Morena party, is far ahead

in the polls. The former Mexico City
mayor Marcelo Ebrard, a key adviser
to Mr. López Obrador, told me that he
wants to follow the ruling. “We have
to do it, a truth commission that coincides with the legal process.” He said
that Mr. López Obrador will declare
his position on the pending appeal to
the Supreme Court after the election.
I’ll never forget the year of rage and
grief that followed the students’ disappearances, the marches filling the
streets of Mexico City with as many as
half a million protesters. The Mexican
people’s repudiation of this government took root then — and it’s now
expressed in a desire for a government
that will break sharply with the corrupt
status quo.
“We’re at the end of a government,”
said Mario Patrón of the Miguel
Agustín Pro Juárez Human Rights

Center, which legally represents the
Ayotzinapa victims. The “mechanisms
of power are loosening. New horizons
are opening.”
Given the domestic and international pressures on Mexico to resolve the
case of the missing students, it seems
improbable that the Supreme Court
will issue a ruling that favors a Peña
Nieto government that is increasingly
isolated and weak and has only a few
months left in power.
Mexico needs justice for the 43
students. Thanks to the three valiant
judges, there’s now at least a possibility
of achieving that. The next president’s
willingness to implement this historic
ruling will be an early test of whether his
government is serious about fostering
a justice system that serves the people
instead of criminals.
(Source: The NYT)

Last August, a pair of Mrs. Trump’s signature spike heels
earned her a round of bafflement as she boarded Air Force
One bound for Texas to tour devastation after Hurricane
Harvey. She had changed into white sneakers by the time
she and the president landed.
At the second 2016 presidential debate, Mrs. Trump
showed up in a fuchsia silk blouse with a large bow at the
neck, long known as a “pussy bow blouse.” That was just
days after reports surfaced that her husband had made lewd
remarks years earlier about grabbing women by the genitals.
On the other side of the political aisle, former first lady
Michelle Obama routinely caught grief from some critics
for going sleeveless.
Her husband, President Barack Obama, was the talk of
a 24-hour news cycle when he donned a tan suit in 2014
for a media briefing.
(Source: AP)

An explosion rocked a stadium in Zimbabwe where President Emmerson
Mnangagwa was addressing a political rally on Saturday, his spokesman
said, adding the head of state was unhurt and taken to safety.
“There has been an incident at Bulawayo (White City Stadium) where the president was addressing a rally. This is now a
police issue but the president is safe at Bulawayo State House,”
spokesman George Charamba told Reuters.
“We are still to get information on what exactly happened as
we understand that some people could have been injured as this
happened in the VIP tent.”
Police were not immediately available for comment.
Footage from Zimbabwe state television showed the explosion
took place near Mnangagwa as he waved to supporters.
Mnangagwa was speaking at his first rally in the second city of
Bulawayo, an opposition stronghold where the ruling ZANU-PF
has not won in national elections since 2000. Zimbabwe holds its
presidential election on July 30, with 75-year-old Mnangagwa
and 40-year-old Nelson Chamisa, the leader of the opposition
Movement for Democratic Change, the main contenders.
(Source: Reuters)

Pakistani Taliban choose new
chief in place of Fazlullah
Pakistani Taliban militants chose a religious scholar as their
new chief in place of Mullah Fazlullah, the insurgent leader who
ordered the assassination of Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala
Yousafzai and was killed earlier this month in a U.S. drone strike.
Mohammad Khurasani, a spokesman for the Pakistani Taliban,
said Saturday that the executive council of Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan appointed Mufti Noor Wali Mahsud as its new chief and Mufti
Mazhim, aka Mufti Hafzullah, as his deputy. Khurasani conceded
for the first time that Mullah Fazlullah was killed in the drone attack
in Afghanistan’s Kunar province. He did not say when and where
the TTP executive council met to choose the new leader.
A ruthless leader, Fazlullah ordered the beheading of dozens
of opponents when his band of insurgents controlled Pakistan’s
picturesque Swat Valley from 2007 until a massive military operation routed them out in 2009. Fazlullah rose to prominence
through his radio broadcasts in Swat demanding the imposition
of law, earning him the nickname “Mullah Radio.” His radio
talks also aired the grievances of many in the northwest against
the government, such as its slow-moving justice system. He also
reached out to women, promising to address their complaints
about not getting a fair share of their inheritance.
(Source: AP)

EU leaders to hold mini-migration
summit as crisis festers
European Union leaders Sunday will try to find common ground
for tackling migrants arriving on Europe’s shores in search of
better lives - a growing political crisis threatening to undermine
the entire EU project. The leaders of about 16 countries - more
than half the 28-nation bloc - will take part in what is being billed
as “informal talks” in Brussels, ahead of a full EU summit on June
28-29, where migration will top the agenda.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said Friday that the meeting involves “talking with particularly affected nations about
all problems connected with migration.” She said the hope is to
see if “we can reach bi-, tri- or even multinational agreements
to better solve certain problems.”
(Source: AP)
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Melania has learned how dishonest they are, and she truly
no longer cares!”
Mrs. Trump changed into a pale yellow jacket before the
plane landed in McAllen, Texas, for a visit to the Upbring
New Hope Children’s Center, which houses 55 migrant
children. But even after questions arose about her attire,
Mrs. Trump was back in the green jacket when she returned
to Washington in 26-degree-Celcius weather.
She has shown that she won’t bow to public pressure
or expectations about how she should comport herself as
first lady.
Like it or not, Mrs. Trump’s jacket, which reportedly
retailed at $39, had her trending on Twitter.
One outraged user borrowed an image of the back of the
jacket to promote groups working on behalf of immigrant
children. It’s not the first time the first lady’s fashion choices
have caused a stir.
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Melania Trump went to Texas to show she cared about
migrant children. Her fashion choice carried a baffling
counter-message.
The U.S. first lady wore a green, hooded military jacket
from the fast-fashion brand Zara that read “I really don’t
care, do u?” both as she departed and returned to Washington. The words were printed in white, in graffiti-style,
on the jacket’s back.
When asked what message the first lady intended to
send, spokeswoman Stephanie Grisham said: “It’s a jacket.
There was no hidden message.
“After today’s important visit to Texas, I hope the media
isn’t going to choose to focus on her wardrobe.” Grisham
underscored that message in a tweet with the hashtags
#SheCares and #ItsJustAJacket.
But U.S. President Donald Trump offered his own interpretation, tweeting that it “refers to the Fake News Media.
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1397.1293

National Iranian
Drilling Company

Public Calls For Quality Evaluating Of Tender(First Publish/Seconed Publish)- Retender
One-Stage(compressed)

TENDER GUARANTEE
Euro

Rial

18,795

933,000,000

ESTIMATED
VALUE (Rial)

18,656,564,337

Subject of Tender

Tenders Portal
Reg. No.

PARTS FOR NATIONAL
HOOK MODEL HA-500

3,165,644

TENDER NO. / INDENT
NO

Tender No.: FP/17-96/052

No

1

Indent No.: 48-22-9622039

Brief discription of subject:
National Iranian Drilling Company(NIDC) address pasdaran Blev., Airport Saqare, Ahvaz, Iran hereby intends to purchase its requirements from
qualified and interested tenderers through one-stage public tender (compressed) upon following terms and conditions:
A) Qualitative evaluation of tenderer:
The evaluation is based on article ( J ) implementing regulations of the law of tenders and also carried out base on worksheets qualitative evaluation
inquiry in the tender doucments. Minimum acceptable point of quality is 60.
B) Preparation of tender documents:
Purchasing of documents:
In order to receive the tender documents, 510,000 Rials should be paid to account number 4001114004020491 in central bank of Islamic Republic
of Iran under the title of “centralized income funds” of National Iranian Drilling Company and providing the original deposit receipt.
Reciving of documents:
Tenderers must be obtain the quality evaluation documents along with tender documents maximum ten days after the date of second publication in
person at the following address: Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign
Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN
Notice: Only the real or legal persons who apply to purchase and recieve tender ducments from foreign procurment department in due date and
participates in tenderwill be known as tenderer from tender committee.
C) Delivery of envelopes of bids and call quality evaluating:
Tenderers shall submit simultaneuosly envelopes of bids including bank guarantees(A), financial offer(C) and stamped and signed of tender
ducuments(B) along with qualificaion worksheets in form of software in CD and documentary within 35 days from last day of document recived
deadline to the following address: Hall No.:107, 1thfloor ,Tender Committee, Building operations, National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport
square, Ahwaz, IRAN.
Notice: The deadline for the refusal of bidders participation in the the tender is the last day of determined for submission of bids.
D) Tender Guarantee:
Type of guarantee:
A)Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that have activites licensed by the Central
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
B) The original cash deposit receipt paid to the account number 4001114006376636 under the title of “centralized guarantee funds” of National
Iranian Drilling Company to the central bank of Islamic Republic of Iran.
Duration of credit guarantee & quotation:
This duration should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum For one time in initial credit amount.
More on this & other tenders is accessible by click on. WWW.NIDC.IR
News Channel of NIDC : @nidc_pr
Foreign Procurement Dept
National Iranian Drilling Company

97/04/03 نوبت دوم97/04/02 تهران تایمز نوبت اول
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Ex-defender Enrique
recovering from
brain surgery

WORLD SPORTS

JUNE 24, 2018

Ronaldo IS better than Messi
in the big games! Stats show

Former Liverpool and Newcastle defender Jose Enrique is recovering from surgery to remove a brain tumour.
The 32-year-old Spaniard, who retired last September because
of a persistent knee injury, said: “It has been the toughest few
weeks of my life.

“Within the space of one month I have found out the news that
I have a rare brain tumour and had surgery to have it removed.
“I am now in recovery and so thankful. Life is too precious.”
Left-back Enrique made 127 appearances for Newcastle before
a £6.5m move to Liverpool in August 2011.
He played 99 games for the Reds but was released in May
2016, after which he made 27 appearances for Spanish second
tier side Real Zaragoza.
Enrique, who had been working as an agent since retiring, told
Spanish newspaper Marca how he started to suffer headaches
following a meeting with Brighton boss - and his former manager
at Newcastle - Chris Hughton.
“I arrived at the hotel and thought that they were migraines,”
he said. “During the night I had a brutal headache and by the next
morning my vision started to blur. Then I started to see double.”
Enrique was admitted to hospital in London for neurological
tests, before returning to Spain and having the tumour removed
in Valencia.
“I was told that I might stay blind, but then I regained my
vision and even the doctors were surprised,” he said
Enrique said he faces 35 sessions of radiotherapy.
“There are only four machines in Europe,” he said. “My options
are to go to Zurich or Paris.
“It will take about a month and a half, but that is not important. I want to get well.
“All this makes me value life more. Football players live in
a bubble - it’s an unreal life. You lose yourself and think you’re
invincible.”
(Source: BBC)

Sleepy Spain players prefer
siesta to World Cup
drama - Koke
One of the famous Spanish cultural stereotypes appears to be in
rude health after Spain midfielder Koke revealed he and his team
mates have been unable to watch some World Cup games because
it interferes with their ‘siesta’, the traditional afternoon nap.
“We have been watching the games we can at our base. The
first coincides with siesta time and the second with training,” Koke
said in an interview with newspaper El Pais published on Saturday.
“We usually watch the last game while we are having dinner.”
If the rest of the squad have been following Koke’s example,
then they would have missed the dramatic finale to Brazil’s 2-0
win over Costa Rica on Friday with two stoppage time goals, and
last week’s compelling 1-1 draw between Argentina and Iceland.
Fortunately for Koke and his team mates, all of Spain’s games
in the tournament in Russia have been scheduled to kick off at
2100 local time (1800 GMT), meaning they can still take time
out of their days to get some much needed rest.
Koke is not alone among Spain internationals in stating the
importance of dozing off in the afternoon.
Defender Jordi Alba once revealed he had stopped taking
driving lessons because it interfered with his siesta, meaning his
father had to chauffeur him to training at Barcelona every day.
Spain take on Morocco in their final Group B game on Monday
looking to seal qualification for the last 16.
(Source: Daily Star)

France motivated to take
top spot despite possible
Argentina clash
Argentine’s woes mean that France could face them in the last 16
of the World Cup, but Les Bleus have no intention to give up top
spot in Group C when they face Denmark on Tuesday, especially
after being criticised by their opponents’ coach.
Should they avoid defeat in Moscow, France will face the team
who will finish second in Group D and Argentina, who have only
one point from two games, could be that side.
“The aim is to finish top of the group, because it will help
us get more confident,” full back Djibril Sidibe, who said he is
‘1,000 per cent fit’ after recovering from a knee injury, told a
news conference on Saturday.
Les Bleus have already secured their place in the next round
after a 2-1 win against Australia and a 1-0 victory against Peru.
“There is no risk that we will decompress,” Sidibe added.
There is also the fact that Denmark coach Age Hareide said
last month that France were “nothing special” and that he didn’t
“believe in this team”.
Sidibe said that France would be out to make him eat his words.
“He’s free to say whatever he wants. But let’s say that we will
certainly use (his comments) to be even more motivated,” Sidibe
said with a smile.
France coach Didier Deschamps could be tempted to rest
some of his key players and Sidibe, whose injury means he lost
his place in the starting line-up to Benjamin Pavard, will be keen
to impress if he can start against Denmark.
“The goal would be to play the perfect match,” he said, adding,
however, that he did not ask Deschamps for an explanation.
“We all respect the coach’s choices,” he explained.
(Source: Goal)

“Feel the power of dream at
2018 World Cup”
In the quarter-finals of the 2017 Champions League, Cristiano Ronaldo scored five times against Bayern Munich
over two legs. In the semis, he scored a hat-trick against
Atletico Madrid.
So when Real Madrid won the final against Juventus in
Cardiff, it came as little surprise that it was orchestrated by
Ronaldo. He bagged a brace, deciding yet another game.
Ronaldo is a man for the big occasion. At the 2018 World
Cup in Russia, he has continued to show that mentality,
leading to those inevitable comparisons with Lionel Messi.
Atletico Madrid manager Diego Simeone accidentally
contributed to the debate this week when a WhatsApp audio
message to his assistant German Burgos was leaked in Spain.
In it, Simeone said: ‹Messi is very good but he is very good
because he is accompanied by extraordinary footballers. If
you had to choose between Messi and Ronaldo for a normal
team, who would you choose?›
In terms of who you would rather have in your side when
it comes to the big games — the 90 minutes where it really
matters — then the majority may side with Ronaldo.
A look at their Champions League records tells us how
much of an influence he has. In the group stages, both have
bagged 60 goals, though the Barcelona man has managed

it in 15 games fewer.
Yet as the competition progresses, Ronaldo takes over.
In the quarter-finals, he has scored 23 goals in 20 games.
Messi has scored 10 in 20.
In the semis, Ronaldo has scored 13 compared to Messi›s
four. In the final, it›s four to two.
Once the heat is on, Ronaldo steps up, just as he has
in Russia.
Every football fan will have his or her own preference.
But with both Ronaldo and Messi carrying the expectations
of entire nations on their shoulders, one has delivered, the
other has not.
For Portugal, 33-year-old Ronaldo has decided two games
– securing a draw with a hat-trick against Spain, and scoring the winner against Morocco. Iran are next on Monday.
Messi, meanwhile, has cut a frustrated figure at this World
Cup. Having a country turning to him for inspiration appears
to have weighed him down.
In Argentina›s 1-1 draw with Iceland, he missed a penalty
to turn one point into three. In their 3-0 defeat by Croatia
on Thursday, he failed to join the party again.
Messi was the bookmakers› favourite to win the World
Cup›s Golden Boot at the start of the tournament. So far, it is

four goals for the Portuguese, and zilch for the Argentinian.
As well as Simeone, a fair few others in the world of
pundits have given their two cents› worth on the debate
over who is better. As it turns out, so has Ronaldo.
Well, arguably. In celebrating his opener against Spain,
he stroked his chin, seemingly signalling that he is the GOAT
– the Greatest Of All Time. In recent days, the normally
clean-shaven Ronaldo has grown a goatee, apparently another hint at his thoughts.
In truth, it is open to interpretation. Plenty prefer Messi›s
unique talents, which he seems to have been born with. Others like the way Ronaldo has worked so hard to get so good.
Roy Keane, arguably biased, offered his opinion this
week when he said: ‹I think there has been a great debate
about him and Messi but over the last six months I think
he›s on a new level.
‹Ronaldo›s out there on his own. It›s not natural ability,
as brilliant as he is, it›s sheer hard work. He›s got a lot of
courage, he›s brave and the guy is a genius.›
The Ronaldo vs Messi debate will rumble on until one
or both retires, and no-one is wrong. It can come down to
a matter of personal preference.
(Source: Daily Mail)

Swiss applaud win over Serbia but
criticise celebrations

Nigeria’s ‘Lionel Musa’ warns
Argentina he is not their hero

Switzerland’s 2-1 World Cup win over Serbia
was given a mixed reaction by Swiss media
who applauded their rousing second-half
comeback but criticized celebrations by
scorers Granit Xhaka and Xherdan Shaqiri
which appeared to have political overtones.
After falling behind in the fifth minute,
Switzerland defied a cauldron-like atmosphere created by fervent Serbian supporters
as they hit back with a thunderbolt from
Xhaka and a last-minute breakaway goal
from Shaqiri.
Both players, who are ethnic Albanians
and of Kosovar heritage, celebrated with
a gesture which appeared to imitate the
eagle displayed on Albania’s flag.
Serbia refuses to recognize the independence of its former province Kosovo,
whose 1.8 million people are mostly ethnic
Albanians, which broke away 10 years ago.
Second-generation immigrants from
the Balkans have played a huge part in
transforming the Swiss national side over
the past 10 years.
Players such as Valon Behrami — playing at his fourth World Cup — Xhaka and
Shaqiri have brought both raw talent and
passion to a team which was not noted for
either in the past.
But their efforts on Friday got a mixed
reaction from the Swiss media, which
showered praise on their performance
but criticised their celebrations.

Nigeria’s Ahmed Musa became ‘Lionel Musa’
on social media in Argentina on Friday after
his two goals against Iceland which not only
put the Africans back on course for a last 16
place, but also restored the World Cup hopes
of the South Americans.
However, the Nigerian has warned his
new-found hero status in Argentina is likely
to end abruptly on Tuesday when the two
countries meet in a decisive Group D game
in St. Petersburg.
“Whenever I play against Argentina, or
whenever (Lionel) Messi is playing against
me, I score.
“Four years ago, in Brazil when Messi
was playing against me, I scored two goals,”
said Musa, referring to the 3-2 win for Argentina over Nigeria in a group game in
Porto Alegre where Messi also netted twice.
“When I transferred to Leicester City
and we played against Barcelona and Messi
was in the pitch too, I scored another two
goals, so I think in the next game anything
can happen. Possibly, I’m going to score
another two goals.”
Musa’s brace for Leicester came in a
pre-season friendly in Stockholm shortly
after he had signed for the then English
champions from CSKA Moscow in 2016.
The 25-year-old is now the first Nigerian
to score at different World Cups and with
four goals the country’s all-time record
scorer in the finals.

“Xherdan Shaqiri and Granit Xhaka have
talented feet like no one else in this national
team. But their political sensitivity and
social awareness let much to be desired,”
said the Neue Zuercher Zeitung (NZZ).
The tabloid Blick took a similar line.
“(Xhaka and Shaqiri played with real heart
but forgot to keep cool heads when they
celebrated, and that is the big flaw of this
wonderfully stirring evening.”
Xhaka and Shaqiri, both articulate and
multi-lingual, wear their hearts on their
sleeve and have never been shy about their
heritage.
In 2012, Swiss television commentator Sascha Ruefer caused controversy with
comments about a Xhaka miss during a
World Cup qualifier against Albania, when
Switzerland were already 2-0 ahead.
“What was that? All he needed was to
push the ball home. I’d like to see that again
. . . presumably Xhaka was not unhappy at
not having scored against Albania,” he said.
Ruefer denied he meant any slur but admitted his comment was a “bit unfortunate.”
Xhaka backed Kosovo’s ultimately successful campaign for FIFA membership
and at one point contemplated playing
for their before pledging his allegiance to
Switzerland.
The players insisted there was nothing
to see in their celebrations.
(Source: Reuters)

Breaking records
“I’m very good at breaking records and
I’m happy now to be the top scorer at the
World Cup for Nigeria. It’s not easy but
I have to thank my coach for his support
because if he didn’t believe in me he wouldn’t
put me in the pitch.”
Musa was restored to the line-up after
Nigeria’s opening Group D loss to Croatia
and repaid the faith with two fine individual strikes.
The opening goal just after halftime saw
him pluck the ball out of the air with his
first touch before blasting it home.
The second came in the 75th minute,
when after a break down the wing, Musa cut
inside and waltzed around the goalkeeper
before patiently firing the ball into the net.
It ensured Nigeria, with three points,
went second in Group D, behind Croatia
who have already qualified after successive victories, but ahead of Argentina and
Iceland, both on one.
Nigeria’s success also ensured a renewed
window of opportunity for Argentina, who
were hammered 3-0 by Croatia in Nizhny
Novgorod on Thursday, but now have a
realistic chance to qualify if they beat the
Africans on Tuesday.
“We know the importance of the last
game, it’s do-or-die,” added Musa. “We
have to win, we can’t afford to lose.
(Source: Eurosport)

Maradona: ‘Argentina need a brawl’
Diego Armando Maradona blasted the Argentina squad
and Coach Jorge Sampaoli for their dismal World Cup,
hoping there was “a punch-up in the locker room.”
The former Napoli legend did not hold back in his
criticism after a 1-1 draw with Iceland and 3-0 defeat
to Croatia.
“I feel great pain, because those who wore that jersey
cannot see the Seleccion massacred by a team that is not
Brazil, not Spain, not Germany and not Holland,” said
Maradona on Telesur.
“I have this anger inside that defies definition. First
of all, I blame the President of the Federation, Claudio

Tapia. There are people in charge who don’t know anything about football and they left Argentina stranded.
“Everyone thought Sampaoli would resolve the problems with his computers, drones, 14 assistants and 25
sparring partners… Instead Argentina don’t know how
to play football and have no options for any area of the
field. They don’t create chances, don’t win tackles, never
have the ball under control.”
There has been criticism of Messi in the Argentine
media, but Maradona leapt to his defence.
“He didn’t play the way he could’ve done, but his
teammates never passed him the ball and it’s difficult

to resolve everything by yourself.”
Goalkeeper Willy Caballero’s howler to open the Croatia
rout came up for particular vitriol.
“It was a disaster on the world stage. That too is also
the fault of the Coach, who picks someone who never plays
at club level, keeping out Armani after a great season.
“We are the problem, not our opponents. I’d love to
know if there was a punch-up in the locker room or not.
If it didn’t happen, it’s because they don’t have the cojones. If someone needed to put an ice-pack on their face
afterwards, that’s all good.”
(Source: Football Italia)
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Portugal is my greatest
match ever: Carlos Queiroz
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Portugal’s Moutinho, Guerreiro
miss practice ahead of Iran clash
Portugal’s Joao Moutinho and Raphael Guerreiro on Friday were
the only two players missing from their national football team’s
training session held at Kratovo training camp.
Monaco midfielder Moutinho caught a flu, while Borussia
Dortmund defender Guerreiro has sustained a leg injury,
reports Efe.
Portugal star Cristiano Ronaldo, defenders Ruben Dias,
Pepe and Cedric Soares and
midfielders Manuel Fernandes
and Goncalo Guedes took part
in the session led by head coach
Fernando Santos.
Portugal drew 3-3 against
Spain in their opening match
last Friday and won 1-0 over
Morocco in the Group B second
match on Wednesday.
They are set to play Iran at
Mordovia Arena in the Russian city of Saransk on Monday.
Portugal and Spain lead Group B with four points each, followed by Iran with three and Morocco with zero points so far.
(Source: Efe)

“80 Million People,
One Nation, One Heartbeat”
S P O R T S MOSCOW — Iran national football
d
e
s
k team head coach Carlos Queiroz says
Team Melli match against Portugal is his greatest match
ever in his seven-year spell in Iran.
Despite their defeat against La Roja, Iran’s fate is still
in their own hands.
Whatever happens in Spain’s final group match against
Morocco, the Iranians know that a win over Portugal will
see them into the round of 16.
“Surely, we have a very difficult match against one of

the strongest teams in the world. Team Melli have a big
task ahead. In my seven-year career, the Portugal match
is the most interesting and important match for me,”
Queiroz told the reporters in training camp in Moscow.
“A victory over Portugal will see us into knockout stage and
our players have a massive task ahead,” the Portuguese added.
“We’ve created opportunity to put ourselves on the
verge of qualifying for the next stage after beating Morocco, while many people said we would not get a chance
to advance to the next stage,” he continued.

“I want to make the Iranian people’s dreams come
true and I feel responsibility when I’m here. I just hope
we learn from the past,” Queiroz stated.
Carlos Queiroz also hit out at Iran and Spain referee
Andres Cunha, saying the Uruguayan’s decisions went
against Team Melli.
“We expect the big performances from the referees.
In our previous match, the Spanish players talked to the
referee constantly and I think they had big impacts on
the referee’s decisions,” he said.

Iran will qualify for World Cup knockout stage: Karim Ansarifard
S P O R T S MOSCOW — Iran nad
e
s
k tional football team striker Karim Ansarifard believes Team Melli
will defeat Portugal and qualify for the 2018
World Cup knockout stage.
Despite their defeat against La Roja, Iran’s
fate is still in their own hands. Whatever
happens in Spain’s final group match against
Morocco, the Iranians know that a win over
Portugal will see them into the round of 16.
“We’ve learned so many things from the
previous World Cup and know how to play
Portugal in this edition,” Ansarifard said.
“Iran is led by the best coach in the world
and he has taught us how to fight against
our opponents. He has helped us a lot and
we are ready to defeat Portugal in our last

group match,” he added.
Iran lost to Spain in Group B but Ansarifard says Iran played well and didn’t
deserve to lose.
“After conceding the goal, we created so
many chances. We did our best but I think
we were not lucky at the end of the match.
We will fight for our pride in the match
against Portugal,” Olympiakos striker added.
“Our strategy against Spain was to defend
and we wanted to find the back of their net
through the counter attack. We also created
some scoring chances but lacked the cutting
edge,” the former Persepolis striker added.
“Portugal team have many stars but
we can defeat them as a team,” Ansarifard
concluded.

Diego Costa insulted my family
members, Iranian defender reveals
S P O R T S MOSCOW — Iran national
d
e
s
k football team defender Morteza
Pouraliganji has revealed that Spain striker
Diego Costa insulted his family members in
their match in Group B of the 2018 World Cup.
La Roja defeated spirited Iran 1-0 thanks
to a goal from Costa at the Kazan Arena on
Wednesday.
Now, the Iranian defender slammed Costa
for foul language during the match.
“He looked at me and insulted my mother
and my sister,” Pouraliganji said.

“Costa started insulting me after 10 minutes. He wanted to make me angry but I kept
my cool,” he added.
“I don’t know why he was selected as the
Man of the Match because he touched the ball
just for five times and accidentally scored a
goal,” Pouraliganji stated.
Iran will play Portugal on Monday in Saransk
and a win over the UEFA champions will see
Team Melli into the round of 16.
“We will do our best to beat Portugal but
we have to see what happens,” he concluded.

Could we see a shock World Cup winner for the first time since 1954?
Of the 26 matches at the 2018 World Cup
so far, just seven have been won by more
than a single goal.
There have already been 13 goals scored
in the final 10 minutes, and seven of those
have meaningfully influenced the outcome
(i.e. winners or equalisers).
Based on the first round and a bit of games,
there seems to be a consensus that an outstanding side has yet to emerge.
Teams cited pre-tournament as contenders
have either dropped points (Brazil, Germany, Spain) or performed below expectations
(France).
In general, the supposed weaker teams
look better organised than ever, thereby
explaining the multitude of tight matches.
It is also perhaps true that there is no
standout team of the calibre of Spain circa
2008-2012 or even Germany four years ago.
Of course, that does not necessarily mean
the powerhouses should be written off —
2010 winners Spain memorably lost their
opening match 1-0 to Switzerland before
triumphing, while in 2014, Germany could
only draw their second match 2-2 with Ghana
before going on to lift the trophy.
It’s hard to think of any instance of a
previous winner who hasn’t at least stumbled
along the way.
Yet perhaps what is surprising is the
lack of a shock winner at the World Cup
in recent memory — the Spanish in 2010
were the last first-time winners, and they
were clearly the best team in the world at
the time, having won the Euros two years

previously and boasting an abundance of
players with Europe’s top clubs.
Before that, France lifted the trophy for
the first time in 1998 — they were hosting
the competition and had a hugely talented
team with arguably the best player in the
world at the time (Zinedine Zidane).
You would arguably have to go all the
way back to 1954 to find the last surprise
winner, when an unseeded West Germany

outfit beat a highly fancied Hungarian side
3-2 in the final.
In this year’s tournament, there are just
four teams who are so far guaranteed a place
in the knockout stages — Russia, Uruguay,
France and Croatia, while only Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, Morocco, Peru and Costa Rica have
been eliminated.
Of the big teams, the progress of Germany, Argentina and even Brazil is looking

far from certain. And if Iran play as well as
they did against Spain the other night, they
could cause Portugal serious problems in
their final group game.
The Euros have shown that is entirely
possible for an ordinary enough side to go
all the way — underdogs Greece memorably
prevailed in 2004, while few people were
tipping Portugal to triumph two years ago.
Of the aforementioned four teams to have
qualified for the knockout stages, only France
have been talked of as genuine contenders.
Yet is it really so far-fetched to think a
perceived second-tier international side
could be the team celebrating on 15 July?
Could Croatia maintain the excellence
they showed against Argentina the other
night and go all the way? Might Harry Kane
inspire England to a first win since ’66? Will
Luis Suarez guide the Uruguayans to an unlikely triumph?
Brazil and Spain remain the bookies
favourites and it’s hard to argue that player-for-player, they are superior to everyone
else in the tournament.
Yet player-for-player, Germany are better
than Mexico, but it did not prevent an upset
from occurring.
Once a team gets to the last-16, they are
four games away from glory. Luck and other
factors aside from talent can have a huge influence on tournament football in particular.
And given how close the games in Russia have been so far, a surprise seems more
likely than ever.
(Source: the42.ie)

Mahmoud Fekri steps
down as Naft Masjed
Soleyman coach
PLDC – Mahmoud Fekri has resigned as coach of Naft Masjed
Soleyman football team.
He has stepped down as his role due to financial problems.
Fekri helped Naft Masjed Soleyman win promotion to Iran
Professional League (IPL) in May.
The former Esteghlal defender started his coaching career in
2007 with Shirin Faraz.
Fekri has also led Nassaji Mazandaran.
Naft Masjed Soleyman will start the IPL new season with a
match against Tractor Sazi.
The IPL will kick off on July 26.

Iran’s Alipour gets bronze
in 2018 FISU World
University Sport Climbing
Championship
Iranian speed climber Mehdi Alipour Shenazandifard has put
on convincing displays at the 2018 Fédération Internationale
du Sport Universitaire (FISU) World University Sport Climbing
Championship, and finished in the third slot overall to bag a
bronze medal.
On Friday, Alipour Shenazandifard took part in the men’s
speed competitions, and set 6.58
to get the third place of the chart
at the prestigious sporting event.
Ukraine’s Kostiantyn Pavlenko clocked 6.41 seconds to land
in the second spot and collect
the silver medal.
Jan Kriz from the Czech Republic claimed the top position
of the chart, having set the time
of 6.31 seconds.
The 2018 FISU World University Sport Climbing Championship kicked off in Bratislava,
Slovakia, on June 20 and will run through June 23, 2018.
The tournament is being held in women’s lead, women’s
bouldering, women’s speed, men’s lead, men’s bouldering and
men’s speed sections.
Speed climbing is a race in its purest form. Two contestants
face each other while moving up the ice in this disciple, and the
faster climber wins.
Bouldering is a form of rock climbing that is performed without the use of ropes or harnesses. Most climbers, however, use
climbing shoes to help secure footholds, chalk to keep their hands
dry, and mats to prevent injuries from falls.
Lead climbing, on the other hand, emphasizes on strength
and techniques. Climbers go up the ice alone and try to reach a
specific end point within a given amount of time.
To practice the sport at the highest level of competition, it
takes athletes with strategic insight, power, precision and full
commitment.
(Source: Press TV)

Alaves eyes Ehsan Haji Safi:
report
PLDC — La Liga football club Alaves has reportedly showed
interest in signing Iran international midfielder Ehsan Haji Safi.
The 28-year-old player, who
currently plays for Olympiakos,
has represented Iran in two
matches against Morocco and
Spain in the 2018 World Cup.
Haji Safi helped Iran to beat
the Lions of the Atlas with a neat
pass in the injury time.
Deportivo Alavés, S.A.D.,
usually abbreviated to Alavés,
is a Spanish football club based
in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Álava, in the
autonomous community of the
Basque Country.
Founded in 23 January 1921
as Sport Friends Club, it plays
in the highest football category
of the Liga Nacional de Fútbol Profesional, La Liga, since the
2016–17 season.
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Spanish photographer
creates collection on
Figueroa’s travel to Persia
C U L T U R E TEHRAN – Spanish photographer Manolo
d
e
s
k Espaliú has created a collection that contains
photos from the route his fellow traveler and diplomat García de
Silva y Figueroa took in the early 17th century to reach the court of
Shah Abbas I in Persia as Philip III’s ambassador.
The photos have been published in the book “Viaje a Persia” (“Travel to Persia”), which
has recently been introduced
during a special meeting at the
Madrid branch of Casa Asia, the
Persian service of IRNA reported
on Friday.
Espaliú who attended the
meeting said that he used
Figueroa’s travelogue of Persia
to photograph the historical sites
visited by the diplomat.
Fernando Camacho Padilla, a
Front cover of Spanish photographer Manolo Espaliú’s book “Viaje history professor at the Autonomous University of Madrid, and
a Persia”
several other Spanish academics
were also in attendance at the meeting.
Figueroa arrived in Persia in October 1617 and stayed there until
1619. He then returned to his homeland with a collection of rare art
objects from places he had visited.
He wrote his account of the journey in “Totius legationis suae
et Indicarum rerum Persidisque commentarii”, the manuscript of
which is preserved at the National Library in Madrid.

Seminar on Indo-Iranian
Persian literature held at
A
d

T TEHRAN – The University of Kashmir in the
k Indian city of Srinagar played host to a 3-day
seminar on Indo-Iranian Persian literature, which opened on Thursday.
e

R

s

“Emergence of Moral and Ethical Values in Indo-Iranian Persian
Literature” was the main topic discussed during the colloquium, which
was attended by scholars and academics from Afghanistan, Tajikistan,
Iran and Kazakhstan, the university announced on Friday.
The seminar has been organized by the Department of Persian
Literature of the university with Vice Chancellor Professor Khurshid
Iqbal Andrabi presiding.
In a brief speech made during the opening ceremony of the meeting,
Professor Andrabi underscored the importance of holding such seminars.
Persian scholars Shaief Hussain Qasmi, Abdul Khaliq Rashid,
Mohammad Munawar Masoodi and Arif Ayoubi also spoke during
the session.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Iranian-Austrian
pianist Mitra Kotte
to perform in
Tehran

C U L T U R E TEHRAN – The Iranian-Austrian pianist Mitra
d
e
s
k Kotte will give a concert at Tehran’s Rudaki
Hall on July 11, Iran’s Rudaki Foundation announced on Saturday.
Kotte is scheduled to perform works by famous world musicians, including Beethoven and Schubert.
Kotte was born in Vienna, Austria in 1995. She studied at the
Universität für Musik und Darstellende Kunst Wien with Martin
Hughes.

DuVernay scores another milestone
for black female directors
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Filmmaker Ava DuVernay has checked
off another milestone for black female directors. This week her film
“A Wrinkle in Time” crossed the $100 million mark domestically,
a first for a black woman. The film got a late-game boost playing
as a double feature at drive-in theaters with the record-breaking
“Incredibles 2» this past weekend.
DuVernay said on Instagram that she may be the first but will
not be the last.
DuVernay was also the first black woman to get a budget of
over $100 million to direct a film. “A Wrinkle in Time” cost around
$103 million to make.

Evening: 20:45

Dawn: 4:03 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 5:50 (tomorrow)
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“Dressage” star
Negar Moqaddam
crowned best at
Shanghai festival
A
R
T TEHRAN – Negar Moqaddam won the award for best actress
d
e
s
k at the 21st Shanghai International Film and TV Festival on
Saturday for her role in the Iranian director Puya Badkubeh’s debut drama
“Dressage”, the organizers announced.
She received the award in the Asian New Talent Award section of the festival.
In “Dressage”, Moqaddam portrays Golsa, a young girl that along with her
friends rob a corner shop. But while evaluating the booty, they are dismayed to
realize that they forgot to take the security camera footage. One of them must
return to the crime scene and retrieve it. The vote falls on Golsa, who bravely
completes the mission. Her friends’ behavior makes her think, and she hides
the hard drive somewhere in secret. But her accomplices and their well-to-do
families, worried about their social standing, put more and more pressure on
Golsa.
In the Asian New Talent Award category, “The Road Not Taken” from Chinese
director Tang Gaopeng was picked as best film while Yui Kiyohara from Japan
was named best director for “Our House”.
The award for best actor went to Ding Xihe from China for his role in “Looking
for Lucky”.
Shireen Seno from the Philippines won the award for best screenwriter for
her collaboration on “Nervous Translation” and Ao Ieong Weng Fong from China
was selected as best cinematographer for his work in “Blue Amber”.
The 21st Shanghai International Film and TV Festival will come to an end
with honoring winners in the official competition on Monday.
“Hattrick” by Iranian director Ramtin Lavvafi is competing in this section.

Negar Moqaddam acts in a scene from “Dressage”.

Bulgarian film scholar Dina Iordanova to come to Iran
A
R
T TEHRAN – Dina Iordanova, a Bulgarian
d
e
s
k scholar at the University of St. Andrews in
Scotland, will come to Iran to hold classes on “Methodology
of Film Studies”.
The classes are part of the course “Film Studies, Theory,
Review, and Analysis”, which have been organized by
the Iranian National School of Cinema, the school has
announced in a press release published on Saturday.
Interested applicants are asked to register before June 26.
Iordanova is the founder of the Film Studies Department
of the University of St. Andrews.
She is an international authority on transnational

Dina Iordanova attends the 36th Fajr International Film
Festival in Tehran in April 2018. (Fajr Festival/Farnaz Azizi)

cinema, global film industries and film festivals, as well
as on Eastern European and Balkan cinema.
Having worked in Canada, the U.S. and England,
she joined University of St. Andrews’ first chair in film
studies in 2004.
She has also penned several books on cinema, including
“New Bulgarian Cinema”, “Emir Kusturica”, “Cinema of
Flames: Balkan Film, Culture and the Media” and “Cinema
of the Other Europe: The Industry and Artistry of East
Central European Film”.
Iordanova was a guest at the 36th Fajr International
Film Festival held in Tehran in April.

Death, disputes and disgrace, but the
TV show must go on

Jackson family patriarch Joe reported
gravely ill in hospital

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - Charlie
Sheen’s “Two and a Half Men” character
was run over by a bus and got a fullscale funeral. “Glee” actor Corey
Monteith died in real life and had a
tribute episode. “House of Cards” will
return minus scandal-tainted Kevin
Spacey, with his screen wife taking
center stage.
Whether by death, design or
disputes, television shows are adept
at losing or killing off key characters
and carrying on without them.
ABC television’s announcement on
Thursday that it had ordered a spinoff
of canceled hit comedy “Roseanne”
without star Roseanne Barr is the latest
in a long history of abrupt changes of
direction on the small screen.
ABC did not say how it would deal
with Roseanne’s character in the new
show, “The Conners”, but audiences
in the past have had little problem
accepting sudden or dramatic changes.
“If you lose a main character,
or someone walks out, or there is a
controversy, and the fix means it is
still a funny or compelling show, then
most people will forget very quickly,”
said Robert Thompson, professor of
pop culture at Syracuse University.
“People will completely accept it - if
the show is any good.”
Sometimes actors wish to leave, on
other occasions they are fired because
of scandals or disputes. In some cases
actors die in real life, or their characters
are written out of long-running TV

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Joe Jackson, patriarch of the singing Jackson
family, was reported on Friday to be
hospitalized with a serious, possibly
terminal illness.
Celebrity website TMZ.com, citing
family sources, reported that Jackson,
89, has terminal cancer and was in the
end stages of life. Hollywood publication
Variety said a source close to the
situation had confirmed the report,
while DailyMail.com, citing family
members and other unspecified sources,
said Jackson had stage four pancreatic
cancer.
Jermaine Jackson, one of the
remaining nine Jackson siblings, said
on Twitter that his father was in ill health
but denied reports he was dying.
“My father’s health is not good,
but ‘dying’ is a harsh word chosen by
headline writers, not me. For however
long he has left, my mother, siblings, and
relatives want to be with him, without
hindrance,” Jermaine Jackson tweeted
late on Thursday.
Joe Jackson’s manager, Charles
Coupet, and representatives of singers
Janet Jackson, Jermaine Jackson and
La Toya Jackson did not respond to
requests for comment on Friday.
In the 1960s, Jackson strictly trained
his young children as singers and dancers
and led The Jackson 5 to global pop
music success. Michael Jackson later
went solo and became one of the best
known celebrities in the world before
his death at age 50 in 2009 from an

Actress Roseanne Barr waves on her arrival to the 75th Golden Globe Awards in
Beverly Hills, California, U.S., January
7, 2018. (Reuters/Mario Anzuoni)
shows to create dramatic tension.
If they are lucky, they are fictionally
dispatched to a far off city or a new
job, like George Clooney’s exit from
“ER” in 1999, when the actor wanted
to develop a movie career.
Others, such as Sheen, fired in 2011
from what was then the most-watched
comedy on U.S. television after months
of drink and drug-fueled partying, are
dealt a grisly screen ending.
Characters whose names also
provide the title of a show, like
“Roseanne”, are not immune to being
disposed of.
Valerie Harper, the star of “Valerie”,
was fired in 1987 after a pay dispute.
The comedy continued without her
for three more seasons, although
it underwent two changes of name
- “Valerie’s Family” and later “The
Hogan Family.”

Joe Jackson, father of the late pop star
Michael Jackson, poses on the red carpet as he arrives for the screening of the
film “Sils Maria” (Clouds of Sils Maria)
in competition at the 67th Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes, France, May 23, 2014.
(Reuters/Regis Duvignau)
overdose of the powerful anesthetic
propofol.
Joe Jackson also managed the early
careers of daughters La Toya, Janet and
Rebbie Jackson.
The Jackson family clan has been
riven for decades by internal strife, legal
battles, jealousies, arguments over money
and estrangements. DailyMail.com said
some of the family had been barred from
their father’s hospital room.
Joe Jackson, who fathered 11 children
and now lives in Las Vegas, has been
in bad health for years and suffered a
stroke in 2015. But he has continued to
make appearances at celebrity and fan
events around the world. In March he
released a pictorial book of memories
called “Precious Moments: 60 Years in
Show Business.”

Sting blasts leaders as ‘cowards’ over migration crisis
ATHENS (Reuters) — British singer
and actor Sting called world leaders “half
men and cowards” on Saturday for their
inability to solve the refugee crisis.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel
has already played down expectations
of a breakthrough at hastily-arranged
talks among EU leaders on Sunday on
the migration dispute dividing Europe
and threatening her own government.
Austrian Vice Chancellor Heinz-Christian Strache said on Saturday he expects
a chain reaction across the European
Union if Germany closes its borders to
refugees.
Migration policies in the U.S. have
also been in the spotlight.
“Thank God for Greece because you
have shown the way,” said Sting, whose
real name is Gordon Sumner, at an Amnesty International event in Athens.
“You have shown how to treat refugees when other people are building

British singer Sting attends an event organized by Amnesty International and the Athens
International Airport in Athens, Greece, June 23, 2018. (Reuters/Costas Baltas)

walls. When children are being taken
from their mothers and put in cages,
you are acting with compassion and
generosity and commonsense,” he said.
“Because our so-called leaders, a sad
parade of half-men, cowards, have not
got the solutions… Once again Greece
has shown us how to be civilized.”
Nearly a million refugees passed
through and got support from Greece
in 2015, as the country was dealing with
its own major financial crisis.
U.S. President Donald Trump on
Wednesday abandoned a policy of separating migrant children from their parents
on the U.S.-Mexico border, after images
of youngsters in cages sparked outrage
at home and abroad.
Sting told Reuters the family separation policy was “brutal” and “barbaric”.
The former frontman for The Police
was in Athens for two concerts as part
of world tour.

