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Over 100 barred from
leaving Iran in anticorruption campaign
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win AFC Futsal Club
Championship 15
See page 2

National Festival
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Talented conscripts can do military
service at knowledge-based companies
By Setareh Behroozi
TEHRAN — The educated and talented
conscripts can serve their two years of compulsory military service at knowledge-based
companies, the chief conscription officer at
the armed forces Mousa Kamali announced
in a press conference on Sunday.
Up to now, some educated conscripts
can perform their military services in 150

non-military organization to promote education, production and healthcare, he said.
However, this is the first time that the
conscripts can perform their military service in the private sector, he said.
“In this way, we can fully benefit from
the time that talented and educated workforce attended the armed forces,” he explained.
10

Caspian Sea legal
status signed

ni people, saying “The attack on students’
caravan in Yemen was a rare example of
crimes against humanity,” according to
the Health Ministry’s website. Qazizadeh
Hashemi emphasized that “one of the most
important responsibilities of international
organizations is to prevent the continued
killing of innocent children anywhere in the
world, and the silence of international bodies against such crimes is unacceptable.”

‘SMEs should be exempted from paying
value added tax for 6-12 months’
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Iranid
e
s
k an industry minister
said small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) should be exempted from paying
value added tax for a period of six months
to one year, IRNA reported.
Mohammad Shariatmadari made the remarks on Sunday in the inaugural ceremony
of a three-day exhibition for SMEs to showcase
their latest achievements and capabilities.

The minister also said that in the ‘supporting production’ package, which will be
soon presented to the government, some
measures have been planned for helping
and supporting the industries.
The exhibit on the capabilities of Iranian
SMEs (SME IRAN 2018) is attended by over
1200 Iranian SMEs and 15 foreign enterprises
from various countries including Turkey,
Malaysia, South Korea and Pakistan.

Islamic philosophers are key to growth that happens in Western thought: Richards

PERSPECTIVE

Hanif Ghaffari
Political analyst

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

Nima Chitsaz
Head of the Tehran Times
International Desk

Does Europe
make its decisive
decision?

O

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – In sepad
e
s
k rate letters to the WHO
director, health ministers of Islamic countries, and the UNICEF executive director,
Iran’s health minister has warned about the
ongoing humanitarian disaster in Yemen
and called for a response from the international community against the tragedy.
Hassan Qazizadeh Hashemi condemned
the brutal murder of the defenseless Yeme-

ARTICLE

fficials from three European
countries, Germany, Britain and
France, have also delayed offering
their package to maintain a nuclear deal
with Iran. This delay, b, has been quite
purposeful. However, it should be noted
that Europe has little chance of gaining the
trust of the Iranian people! The trust of
Iranians in the three European countries
after their accompaniment with Tramp
in a nuclear ambitions change has largely
disappeared.
Also, Iranians know well that the
European authorities did not succeed
in normalizing the economic and banking relations between Iran and Europe
(one of the goals of the 2015 nuclear
agreement.(
The fact is that the review of the
European proposal package by the line
of “national interests” is the most important concern that should be taken
into account at this critical juncture.
Unfortunately, European countries,
especially the European Troika, have
not kept a record on maintaining a
nuclear deal. Merkel, Theresa May and
Emmanuel Macron, with the illegitimate and illegal demands of Trump on
a “change of JCPOA”, have continued
to cause dissatisfaction with Europe
inside Iran!
Meanwhile, over the past 15 years,
the European Troika has had a riotous
response to the statements of Saad
Abad and Paris. Hence, it is not possible to opt for the proposed European
package for Tehran. A rigorous and
careful examination of this package
will, to a large extent, guarantee Iran’s
rights (consistent with the nuclear
agreement).
At the current critical juncture and
in examining the European proposal
package, it is necessary to act strategically and rationally. In this regard,
the difference between the two words
“commitment” and “guarantee” should
be distinguished. Undoubtedly, the
Islamic Republic of Iran is not calling for “repeated European nuclear
commitments” now and in the coming
months, but seeking a strict guarantee for the implementation of these
commitments.
7

By Jalal Heirannia

TEHRAN — Professor Kevin Richards, chair
of Liberal Arts Department at Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts, tells the Tehran Times
that “Islamic philosophers are key to the growth
that happens in Western thought during the late
Middle Ages.”
He also adds that “A figure like Ibn Sina is
integral to the preservation and elaboration on
the body of knowledge from Antiquity that would
have been lost to the West otherwise.”
Following is the text of interview:
How much western scholars know Islamic
philosophy and philosophers? If answer is little,
why?
A: This is a complicated question given the
history of the study of Islamic philosophy within Western institutions, as well as the way that

Western values have been privileged within these
institutions historically. It also raises questions
around how Western scholars are trained, where
Islamic philosophy is housed, and the need to
think about how this is intimately tied to larger
ideological questions embedded in historical
relations between the West and Middle East.
These are questions that mark not only the
contemporary moment and the modern era,
but also the world of the Golden Age of Islamic
philosophy. This is to say nothing about the gap
in knowledge between Western scholars and the
average American.
A lot of these issues can be traced to the development of Orientalism in the nineteenth-century. The late Palestinian scholar Edward Said
pioneered the questioning of Orientalism in his
work, helping to set the foundation for analyzing
the history of this period and its lingering effects
on late twentieth-century academia. During the

nineteenth-century, against the historical backdrop of unprecedented technological change,
there is a dramatic shift of emphasis in Western
representations of the Middle East and the values
constructed around Middle Eastern culture. The
Orientalist image presented the Middle Eastern
Other as an exotic being, living in a sensuous and
sensual world of languid pleasure, mixed with
barbaric violence, all entwined within a civilization that was depicted as stagnant to change
and backwards technologically.
The Orientalist image constructed by Western
thinkers, writers, and artists in the nineteenth century, consciously or not, presents the world of the
Middle East and North Africa as passive and static
versus active and changing. The values of active
change are deeply coupled with the Western ideal of
progress that marked the emergence of modernity
in the nineteenth-century and its culture of mass
entertainment, consumption, and living.
7

Shifting equations between Zionists and their enemies

By Ramin Hossein Abadian
TEHRAN — In recent weeks, it seems that the
battle equations in the occupied territories have
undergone massive changes between the Palestinian resistance groups and the Zionist regime.
Thus, even now, the Zionists themselves believe
that they have no alternative but to surrender
to the Palestinian groups and should inevitably
retreat.
A few months have passed since the start of
the Great March of Return in the Gaza Strip with
support from the primary Palestinian resistance
groups, Hamas and Islamic Jihad. During this
period, about 160 Palestinians, including several
reporters, have been martyred and tens of thou-

sands more have been seriously injured. However,
the Zionist regime has continued to crack down
on each fresh round of demonstrations, which
has been called a new “intifada”.
The Great March of Return in the Gaza Strip
is an initiative of the axis of resistance in Palestine to confront the Zionist regime. It has been
bloody but successful in. drawing attention to
the plight of Palestinians.The Zionist authorities, in the course of their confrontation with
these massive demonstrations, found themselves also to be faced with resistance in the
occupied territories.
The massive demonstrations are one of the
important factors in changing the battle equa-

tion in occupied lands because they illustrate
the inabilities of the Zionists.
Nowadays, not only experts and observers of
the political arena of international affairs but
also the former and current military and political officials of the Zionist regime acknowledge
the inability of the Netanyahu government to
confront the resistance groups successfully. In
this regard recently, the minister of labor and
construction in the Zionist regime has implicitly
acknowledged the failure of the regime against
the resistance groups.
He said: “It’s expedient for Israel to achieve
a long-term peace agreement with the Hamas
movement.”
7

Kurmanji
colorful
wedding
ceremony
IRNA/ Vahid Khademi

president.ir

Health minister condemns killing
of Yemeni students

Kurmanji tribe wedding ceremonies
are always joyous and colorful occasions, which mainly aim to keep ancient
traditions alive.
Kurmanji kurds are a subgroup of
Kurdish people who live in the northeastern North Khorasan province.
Kurdish people of North Khorasan
have managed to preserve their centuries-old wedding customs, and are
still practicing many of them in their
ceremonies.

Colorful dreams
end; will world
finally react to Saudi
carnage in Yemen?

I

nnocent children soaked in their blood
uttered their last words searching
for their brothers, classmates and
friends. The children hopelessly cry for
their parents but to no avail. Taking
their last breaths and still not knowing
they are coming to the end of their precious lives the school boys are deeply
shocked, their life supposed to be full
joy and happiness. Many of them wished
to be doctors, surgeons, engineers and
sportsmen. Trying to figure out what
happened or what is happening some
of them come short of breath and die.
They simply died. Of course this tragic
scene is for some children regaining
consciousness, their faces bloodied
and limbs charred, the ones that still
have few breaths left.
I am not trying to give you an unpleasant
time or ruin your afternoon tea & biscuits
with a dear friend, but just imagine, it is
very hard and heart breaking. It would
be harder if you are a father or a mother.
However, a teacher, brother, sister, baseball
coach, florist, police or an artist … generally, whoever that still has a conscious
soul will be devastated by the scene. Let
me warn you, it will hunt you for some
time and probably leaves a scare. It is not
pleasant at all, its sick.
Many of the boys were brought up by
many hardships considering the situation
in Yemen before and after the Saudi regime
war. They actually hadn’t realized and felt
many things like a warm food, bed, soft
pillow, clean drinking water and etc. Their
parents had high hopes for them which
all crash landed and burned.
Imagine the scene with few more details
maybe a market palace, the smell of burning paper probably coming from school
books in blue UNICEF backpacks hat are
splattered with blood, several school boys
who appear to have lost their limbs, blood
everywhere and lots of smoke, charred
school bus, charred sneakers, charred
clothes … charred everything. Several
bodies lie under a blown-up bus. Human
flesh scattered everywhere, blood on the
street, the sound of car alarm, sirens and
a loud, a very, very loud explosion. Did
you get there? 1 3
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P O L I T I C S
MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
Over 100 barred
from leaving Iran
in anti-corruption
campaign
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – Judiciary spokesman Ghod
e
s
k lam-Hossein Mohseni-Eje’i said on Sunday
that 67 people have been arrested in recent weeks as part of
a corruption crackdown.
More than 100 government employees have also been barred
from leaving the country, Mohseni Ejeie said, Mehr reported.
On Saturday, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei approved a request from Judiciary Chief Sadeq
Amoli Larijani to set up special revolutionary courts to facilitate
fight against economic crimes.
“The goal is that the punishment of convicts of economic corruption be carried out urgently and justly,” Ayatollah
Khamenei said.

Iran to receive
second batch
of enriched
uranium
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – Iran will soon receive a secd
e
s
k ond batch of 20 percent-enriched uranium which has been kept in Russia under the 2015 nuclear
deal and now will be used at the Tehran nuclear reactor,
the spokesman for the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOI) said on Saturday.
“We received the first batch nearly seven months ago
and the second batch is about to be transferred back to Iran.
Any of these batches can be used for nearly one year and
therefore, we have 20 percent-fuel for the Tehran reactor
for at least seven to eight years,” Behrouz Kamalvandi was
quoted by Sputnik as saying.

KRG rep criticizes
Abadi for hasty
comments on
Iran sanctions
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – The Kurdistan Regional Govd
e
s
k ernment (KRG) representative to Tehran
has criticized Iraqi PM Haider al-Abadi for hurriedly saying
Baghdad was complying with U.S. sanctions on Iran.
Abadi should have waited until the new Iraqi government
was formed, so Baghdad could clarify its position on the U.S.
trade war against Iran, Nazim Dabagh was quoted as saying
by ISNA on Sunday.
Dabagh added that it is not in favor of the Iraqi government and its people to be against Iran because the two are
neighbors and share common interests.
Abadi said on Tuesday that Iraq will abide by U.S. sanctions, but also expressed reservations by calling the move
an “essential and strategic mistake.”

Germany: We
don’t let U.S.
dictate trade
ties with Iran
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – German Economy Minister
d
e
s
k Peter Altmaier on Sunday criticized the
U.S. sanctions against Iran, the first set of which came into
force last Monday.
“We do not let Washington dictate trade relations with
other countries and therefore stand by the Vienna nuclear
agreement,” Altmaier said, Politico reported.
In a joint statement last week, the European guarantors
of the nuclear deal said they were actively working to thwart
the U.S. sanctions.
“Preserving the nuclear deal with Iran is a matter of respecting international agreements and a matter of international security,” the statement read.

Iraqi general
hails Iran’s
security
assistance
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – Commander of Iraq’s Border
d
e
s
k Police General Hamid Abdullah Ibrahim
on Sunday praised Iran for providing security assistance to
Iraq, saying the two countries’ common borders have been
quite safe during Iraq’s exhausting fight against Daesh (ISIL).
In the meeting with Iranian Police Chief Hossein Ashtari, General Ibrahim said although most of Iraq’s security
forces were engaged in the war against Daesh, there were
no problems along the border with Iran, Tasnim reported.
He also expressed the hope that growing stability in
Iraq would allow for efforts to strengthen border security
by constructing new border posts and installing equipment
at border areas.

U.S.-Iran talks
would be useless:
Lebanese
journalist
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – U.S. President Donald
d
e
s
k Trump’s offer to negotiate with Iran will
produce no results and is going to be as baseless as the Zionist
regime’s readiness to engage in talks with the Palestinians,
a Lebanese journalist has said.
“The Israelis’ suggestion to Palestinian National Authority
for negotiations, similar to Trump’s offer to Iran, was not an
honest one,” said Thorayya Aasi, IRNA reported on Sunday.
“Tehran is aware of Washington’s intentions. Iranians
know that the U.S. wants to make them pay a higher price
for the 2015 nuclear deal,” Aasi said.

AUGUST 13, 2018

Putin meets Rouhani, backs JCPOA
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – Russian
d
e
s
k President Vladimir Putin
sat down for talks with his Iranian counterpart
Hassan Rouhani on the sidelines of a Caspian
Sea summit in Kazakhstan on Sunday.
During the meeting, Putin said it is necessary for all countries to preserve the 2015
nuclear deal - officially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action - after the U.S.
unilaterally quit it.
The Russian leader said the JCPOA is an
important international treaty.
Rouhani, for his part, stressed joint efforts with Russia to help establish peace and
security in the Middle East region, including
cooperation to eradicate terrorism in Syria.
The two leaders also stressed the development of economic and political ties.
Rouhani, Nazarbayev hold bilateral talks
The Iranian president also met with Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev on
the sidelines of the summit in the coastal
city of Aktau.
Rouhani called for expansion of relations with Kazakhstan, especially banking

Russian president Vladimir Putin (left) and his Iranian counterpart Hassan Rouhani at
the Caspian summit in Aktau, Kazakhstan on Sunday © AFP

transactions.
For his part, Nazarbayev said that Kazakhstan is determined to expand economic
cooperation with Iran.
The Kazak leader also expressed his support for the JCPOA.
Rouhani praises friendship among
Caspian Sea states
Earlier the day, Rouhani praised peace,
security and friendship in the Caspian Sea
region, saying it is a good model for the world.
“Now this region has turned into a successful model for guaranteeing peace, stability, friendship, good neighborliness and
progress. This summit is another step in
line with more regional convergence which
should be boosted by taking more steps,” he
told the Caspian Sea littoral states summit
in Aktau.
He said that the Caspian Sea littoral states
are against unilateralism and are determined
to expand economic cooperation.
Elsewhere, he said that the Caspian Sea
belongs to its littoral states and no foreign
country can establish military base in it or
transfer military cargo through it.

Leader agrees to special courts on financial crimes

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei has agreed to a request by Iran’s judiciary chief
to set up special courts to swiftly deal with financial crimes.
In a letter to Ayatollah Khamenei, Judiciary Chief Ayatollah
Sadeq Amoli Larijani called for permission to set up the
tribunals in the face of the current special economic conditions
which he described as “an economic war.”
The Leader accepted the proposal on Saturday, saying,
“The purpose [of the courts] should be to punish corrupt
financial criminals swiftly and fairly.”
Ayatollah Khamenei also urged the judiciary to advise
the courts to ensure the accuracy of their rulings.
Ayatollah Amoli Larijani proposed in his letter that new
tribunals be set up for two years and directed to hand down
maximum sentences to those “disrupting and corrupting
the economy.”
The letter requested that the trials be held in open court,

but that any suspension or mitigation in the sentences of
the convicts be prohibited.
It also demanded that all court rulings except the death
penalty be final, with death sentences subject to appeal at
the Supreme Court within a maximum 10 days.
The development comes in the wake of record devaluation
of the rial which has lost nearly two-thirds of its value since
the start of the year.
Dozens of people have been arrested for disrupting the
forex and gold coins market. According to Tehran police
chief General Hossein Rahimi, a man and his accomplices
have been arrested for collecting two tonnes of gold coins
over several months in order to manipulate the market.
Officials have attributed the currency market volatility
to the enemies, saying they are out to destroy the country’s
assets and instill disappointment among the public.
A sharp drop in rial’s value prompted a registration flurry

of new companies which have reportedly received government
dollars at concessionary prices for imports but have sold
them at inflated rates in the black market.
The situation arose after US President Donald Trump
abandoned a landmark nuclear deal with Iran in May and
announced the most restrictive sanctions on the Islamic
Republic.
The sanctions target Iran’s purchase of US dollars, its trade
in gold and other precious metals as well as its automotive
and aviation sectors.
Iranian officials have said US measures are tantamount to
an “economic war” but President Hassan Rouhani stressed
last month that threats against Iran would have the opposite
effect.
“Threats will further unite us; we will certainly defeat
America,” he said. “That will carry some costs for us, but
the benefits will be greater.”
(Source: presstv)

IAEA expected to acknowledge Iran’s ‘constructive cooperation’
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – The Interd
e
s
k national Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) is expected to reconfirm Iran’s
compliance with its obligations under the
2015 nuclear agreement and acknowledge its
“constructive cooperation” with the IAEA,
the chair of the IAEA Board of Governors
Darmansjah Djumala has said.
Djumala made the remarks in a meeting
with Kazem Gharib Abadi, Iran’s representative to the Vienna-based international
organizations, ILNA reported on Sunday.
Since the implementation of the nuclear
agreement, officially known as the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
the IAEA has confirmed Iran’s full compliance with its obligations under the JCPOA
in 11 reports.
However on May 8 U.S. President Donald
Trump announced that Washington was
walking away from the JCPOA, signed between Iran and the five permanent members
of the UN Security Council plus Germany in
2015, and ordered restoration of sanctions
against Iran.
Gharib Abadi said despite the Trump
administration’s illegal withdrawal from the
JCPOA, the Islamic Republic has decided to

give a second chance to multilateral efforts,
including cooperation with the IAEA, so long
as the other sides to the deal would remain
committed to their obligations.
The Iranian diplomat further urged the
IAEA to keep its “political independence”
in the face of U.S. pressure.
The two sides also stressed the importance of multilateralism with regard to
international agreements, and criticized
the U.S. government under Trump for its
unilateral policies.
Washington’s behavior is contrary to the
spirit of international relations, they added.

U.S. tells UK to back Trump over Iran or face trade ‘consequences’
The U.S. has told the UK to back President Donald Trump over
his tough stance on Iran or face “serious trade consequences”.
Britain and its European allies were left disappointed in
May when Trump decided to pull out of a 2015 agreement
which relieved sanctions on Tehran if it limited its nuclear
program.
UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt joined with his
French and German counterparts last week to voice their

“deep regret” at Washington’s withdrawal from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Whitehall made clear it was committed to the JCPOA
but was open to talking to the U.S. about ways to address
shared concerns about Iran’s regional activities.
Now U.S. Ambassador Woody Johnson has urged the UK
to rethink its position in a Sunday Telegraph article in which
he said: “It is time to move on from the flawed 2015 deal.

“We are asking global Britain to use its considerable
diplomatic power and influence and join us as we lead a
concerted global effort towards a genuinely comprehensive
agreement.
“The President has been explicit: any businesses that put
their commercial interests in Iran ahead of the global good
will risk serious consequences for their trade with the U.S.”
(Source: The Sun)

Littoral states ban foreign
forces in Caspian Sea

Coastal nations sign convention
on Caspian Sea legal status

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN – Iranian
d
e
s
k Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said on Sunday that
the five countries bordering the Caspian
Sea have agreed to keep the sea out of
the reach of foreign military forces.
The remarks by Zarif came as the
leaders from the Caspian Sea littoral
states gathered at Aktau, Kazakhstan,
to sign the Caspian Sea legal regime.
In a tweet on Sunday, Zarif also
praised the summit in Kazakhstan, saying it set the roadmap for cooperation
and continuation of dialogue to resolve
issues related to demarcation of the sea
and the use of seabed resources.
“Day of solidarity of Caspian Littoral States: Codifying cooperation on
environment, shipping, fiheries, sustainable development & security w/o
foreign military presence. Agreeing to
continue friendly dialog on unresolved
issues of delimitation & shares of sea &
its resources,” Zarif tweeted.
Speaking at a meeting of the foreign
ministers of the Caspian Sea states before the sea’s legal regime was formally
signed, Zarif said, “The positive will of
the leaders of coastal countries and the
friendly and positive atmosphere of these
meetings, we are on the verge of signing
the legal regime’s convention and six
other agreements and protocols and
releasing the statement of the leaders’
summit.”
Zarif said 21 days ago, the protocol
for “Trans-boundary Environmental Impact Assessment” was signed and these
developments “herald a bright future for
our nations and governments”.
“The signing of the legal regime’s
convention is a very important step

In a closely watched summit on Sunday, the
five littoral Caspian nations – Iran, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan
- signed a legal convention on the inland
Caspian Sea.
The presidents of Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan attended the
summit at the Kazakh coastal city of Aktau
for the purpose.
The landmark deal was made after more
than two decades of diplomatic efforts by
the five littoral Caspian nations. They agreed
a legal framework for sharing the world’s
largest inland body of water, which bridges
Asia and Europe and is packed with oil, gas
and sturgeon. Yet, the delimitation of the
seabed will require additional agreements
between littoral nations.
Diplomats describe the document as a
regional constitution.
“Our summit is exceptional if not truly
epoch-making,” Russian President Vladimir
Putin told the participant presidents and
foreign ministers.
President Hassan Rouhani of Iran also
said, “Today we have taken a very important
step but we should recognize there are more
important issues that need to be addressed.”
Rouhani also thanked his Caspian partners
for their support since the United States’ unilateral withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear deal,
officially called the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action.
Kazakh President Nursultan Nazerbyev,
who hosted the meeting, said before the
signing ceremony that the leaders were
“participants in a historic event.”
“We can admit that consensus on the
status of the sea was hard to reach and not
immediate, the talks lasted more than 20
years and called for a lot of joint efforts from

By staff and agencies

that put an end to 21 years of negotiations. This convention does not mean
all talks and measures have ended. This
is in fact a milestone and the beginning
of the implementation of agreements,
monitoring their implementation and
starting talks for new and necessary
agreements,” he said, according to the
Foreign Ministry website.
He added, “This convention does not
determine the boundaries of seabed and
subsoil and the baselines and its methods,
and these issues are to be agreed upon
in future agreements.”
The chief diplomat also noted, “It is
welcome that the convention stresses the
monopoly of the presence and sailing of
vessels [operating] solely under the flag
of one of the littoral states, as well as
the ban on the presence and passing of
foreign and non-coastal military troops.”
Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram
Qassemi on Sunday said that signing the
convention “which is a strategic document of the Caspian Sea littoral states’
cooperation” will turn the region into
“another pole of regional cooperation
in line with the member states’ peace,
stability and security.”
Elsewhere, he rejected speculation
about dividing the Caspian Sea.

the parties,” he said, Deutsche Welle reported.
The five nations agreed to 15 miles of
sovereign waters in addition to a further 10
nautical miles of fishing area after which
there will be common waters.
The thorny issue of how to divide the
hydrocarbon-rich subsoil territory has
been put off. Reading from the convention
document, Kazak Foreign Minister Kairat
Abdrakhmanov said, “The methodology
for establishing state base lines shall be determined in a separate agreement among all
the parties according to this convention on
the legal status of the Caspian Sea.”
Talking to reporters, Abdrakhmanov
added, “This is a key phrase, especially important for our Iranian partners.”
‘Iran is a huge country and a
huge market’
Asked if they feared sanctions on the two
big regional players (Russia and Iran) would
undermine the Caspian’s trading potential,
delegates to the summit responded with waitand-see pragmatism.
“We will have to look into this issue but for
us Iran is an opportunity. It’s a huge country
and a huge market. We should not miss this
opportunity of cooperating with them,” said
a senior Kazakh diplomat.
“Iran is our neighbor and our inevitable
partner,” he added, according to the Guardian.
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Syria militants forming ‘army’ with
Turkish support

Turkish-backed militants in Syria are reportedly creating a “national army” with Ankara’s
support in the Arab country’s northwest.
The militants are sewing up rifts within
their ranks towards building the force, which
comprises some 35,000 members from the
biggest factions that have been waging militancy against Syria since 2011.
“We are at the beginning. We face many
difficulties but we are working to overcome
them,” the head of the force, Colonel Haitham
Afisi, told Reuters on Sunday.
Afisi is trying to unite the militant groups.
He has ordered them to stop “randomly opening fire” and wear uniforms. Various militant
outfits have also been banned from operating
their own jails and courts and from carrying
out extrajudicial arrests.
The news agency said the presence of
Turkish forces on the ground has helped to
shield the militants from Syrian government
attacks. “All the support for the national army
is from Turkey, there are no other states partnering in this matter,” Afisi said.
Turkey began operating in northern
Syria in 2016 under the banner of fighting
the Takfiri terror group of the Islamic State
in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh), while
pushing against Kurdish militants, whom
it associates with anti-Ankara separatists.
Earlier this year, Turkish forces invaded
Syria again, this time seizing the northern
region of Afrin.
The country has refused to heed calls for
withdrawal by Damascus, which views the
presence as “occupation.”
Syria decries Turkey’s offensive
as ‘assault, occupation’
Meantime, Syria denounces Turkey’s
military campaign in Afrin as “an assault
and occupation,” saying it will deal with it
accordingly.
Syria, however, has rid most of the country’s expanse of militant and terrorist presence,
and President Bashar al-Assad has vowed to
recover “every inch” of his country.
Alleged ‘insider attack’ raises
fears among U.S. troops training militants in Syria
Elsewhere, an alleged ‘insider attack’
shooting of a United States Marine in Syria
by a member of an allied, American-trained

militants earlier this year has raised fears
among the U.S. troops illegally deployed in
the war-ravaged country on whether they
can trust the anti-Damascus militants they’re
working to train and protect.
Although the team tasked with probing
the February 17 incident was unable to determine whether the shooting in the leg of
Marine Sergeant Cameron Halkovich was in
fact an insider-attack case, other U.S. troops
in the victim’s unit said they believed the
gun discharge had been intentional, prompting fear and mistrust of militants tied to the
so-called Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF),
according to a Friday news release by the
U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM), which
oversees American military operations across
the Middle East.
“The incident was investigated by a team
led by a U.S. Marine colonel who was unable
to conclusively determine if a U.S. Marine
was shot intentionally by a Syrian Democratic
Forces guard, or if he was shot as the result
of a negligent discharge,” said the release

as quoted in a report published by the U.S.based news outlet Military.com.
According to the CENTCOM statement,
separate investigation conducted by “unnamed
partners” supported the team’s findings.
Halkovich, a combat engineer attached
to the seventh Marines second Battalion,
was shot twice in the leg by a SDF militant
as he and another Marine – identified as
Kane Downey -- were conducting a nighttime
perimeter check on an Army-led base at the
time of the shooting.
The wounded Marine was awarded a Purple Heart medal for his injuries in April, and
Downey, who immediately shot dead what
he believed to be the shooter, received the
Joint Service Commendation Medal for his
actions. Despite expressing doubts about details of the incident, the investigating team
verified Downey’s actions, insisting that he
“acted appropriately and proportionally to
the threat he perceived,” according to the
CENTCOM statement.
“Those actions in the face of the perception

of imminent danger, and the second Marine’s
life-saving response to a fellow Marine’s injuries, led the lead investigator to recommend
the second Marine to be commended for his
actions,” the news release added.
The statement followed reporters’ questions to CENTCOM Commander Army Gen.
Joseph Votel after earlier reports on the incident. Votel further asserted on Wednesday
that he was not aware of other insider attacks
in Syria, where a U.S. military contingent is
deployed to train a foreign-backed terrorist
force that has been engaged in a massive
terror campaign aimed at overthrowing the
government of President Bashar al-Assad.
According to the report, U.S. forces deploying to Iraq and Afghanistan routinely
train to deal with insider threats. Following a
pattern of attacks in those countries, armed
American officers sometimes observe training
or patrol camps in case local troops attempt
an attack when U.S forces are not wearing
protective gear.
(Source: Press TV)

Egypt says 12 ‘terrorists’ killed in Sinai shootout
Egyptian security forces have killed “terrorists” in a shootout
in the north of the Sinai Peninsula, where Daesh (ISIL) is
active, an interior ministry source said Sunday.
The Egyptian army has since February been conducting
a major operation focused on Sinai to wipe out jihadists
from Daesh.
The deadly exchange of fire took place in the coastal city

of El-Arish after the authorities received information that
“terrorist elements” were hiding in the area, the source said.
Twelve militants were killed in the shootout, the source
said, without reporting any casualties among security forces
or specifying when the incident took place.
Guns, ammunition and explosive devices were discovered
at the scene, the source said.

Jihadists launched an insurgency in Sinai after the 2013
military overthrow of Egypt’s Islamist president Mohammad
Morsi, who was forced out by the military in the face of mass
protests against his rule.
The military says that over 250 suspected jihadists and at
least 35 soldiers have been killed in its “Sinai 2018” operation.
(Source: AFP)

Israeli forces shoot at Palestinian fishermen off Gaza, arrest 5
Palestinian officials say Israeli naval forces
have opened fire on several Palestinian fishing
boats off the coast of the besieged Gaza Strip,
arresting five members of the same family.
Nizar Ayyash, the secretary of the Gaza
fishermen’s syndicate, said in a statement
that Israeli forces targeted the Palestinian
boats off al-Sudaniah region in the northern
part of the enclave on Sunday morning.
Ayyash added that Israeli marines then
boarded a boat and arrested captain Hassan
Fadel Baker and his brother, Nasser, along
with his three sons Yasser, Ahmad, and Fadel
Nasser Baker.
Israeli naval forces confiscated the fishing boat and sailed it towards the Port of
Ashdod, located about 40 kilometers (24.8
miles) south of Tel Aviv, following the attack.
According to Gaza’s fishermen union,
roughly 50,000 Gazans make a living through
fishing.
The Palestinian Union of Agricultural
Work Committees (UAWC) announced in its
report that Israeli attacks against Palestinian
fishermen in the besieged Gaza Strip prevent
“fishermen from practicing their fishing work
and accessing their livelihood resources.”
Israel imposed a limit of three nautical
miles on fishing in the waters off the Gaza
shore until August 2014, when Palestinian
fishermen were allowed to go out six miles.
Last month, however, Israel reduced the
fishing area to only three nautical miles as
part of punitive measures against Gazans
over the launch of incendiary balloons from
the Palestinian coastal sliver into occupied
territories as part of ongoing protests against
the decades-long Israeli occupation.
Under the Oslo Accords, the fishing zone
is supposed to extend to 20 nautical miles,
but it has shrunk over the years as the Tel
Aviv regime has imposed greater restrictions.
Over the past few years, Israeli forces have
carried out more than a hundred attacks on
Palestinian boats, arresting dozens of fisher-

men and confiscating several boats.
The Gaza Strip has been under an Israeli
blockade since June 2007. The blockade has
caused a decline in the standard of living as
well as unprecedented levels of unemployment and unrelenting poverty.
According to Israeli human rights group
B’Tselem, Israel’s Gaza siege and “harassment
of fishermen” have been “destroying Gaza’s
fishing sector,” with 95 percent of fishermen
living below the poverty line.
Arabs, Jews join Tel Aviv rally
against ‘apartheid’ law
Thousands of Arabs and Israelis have
protested in Tel Aviv against Israel’s controversial “nation-state” law that declares
the occupying entity “the nation-state of the
Jewish people.”
Passed last month, the divisive law officially affirms Israel’s Jewish character, but
critics say it turns non-Jewish citizens of the
country into second-class citizens, further
marginalizing some 1.8 million Palestinians
with Israeli citizenship and other minorities.
The late Saturday rally reportedly featured
a record number of Palestinians, who per-

formed evening prayers before joining others
in the march as they waved Palestinian flags.
The protest had been organized by the
Higher Arab Monitoring Committee, an organization coordinating political activism
among various Arab-Israeli bodies.
“There is not one constitution in the world
that does not include in its clauses the right to
equality for all of its citizens and residents,” the
committee’s chair Mohammad Baraka said.
“We are here together, Arabs and Jews,
to say it’s unacceptable – neither apartheid
nor genocide.”
The thousands of Israeli Jews who joined
the protest in solidarity included supporters of
anti-occupation group Peace Now, members
of the anti-racist group Standing Together,
and Amos Schoken, publisher of the liberal
daily newspaper Ha’aretz.
The Knesset (Israel’s parliament) adopted
the bill on July 19.
It prioritizes “Jewish” values over democratic ones in the occupied territories and
declares al-Quds (Jerusalem) the “capital”
of Israel. It also allows the existence of Jewish-only communities, and sets Hebrew as the

official language, relegating Arabic from an
official language to one with “special status.”
  
Israeli soldier attacks anti-occupation activist filming him: video
Meantime, a new video shows an Israeli
soldier attacking an activist from the left-wing
anti-occupation Ta’ayush organization in the
occupied West Bank.
Israeli rights group B’Tselem released
the video showing the soldier taking pictures
of the activists who had gathered near the
settlement of Pnei Hever to help Palestinians
tend to their orchards and plow their land.
The soldier suddenly hit one of the activists who was filming him with his camera.
In another footage, the Israeli soldier can
be seen hitting the activist in the shoulder.
The Israeli army said its preliminary investigation into the incident revealed that
the soldier “was operating beyond what’s
required.”
In recent months, Israeli troops have,
on numerous occasions, been caught on
camera brutally killing Palestinians, with
the videos going viral online and sparking
condemnations.
Back in June, a controversial Israeli bill,
which criminalizes any photographing, recording or filming of the regime’s soldiers
while on duty, passed its first reading in the
Israeli parliament.
Under the measure, those found photographing, recording or filming Israeli troops
“with the intention of undermining the spirit” of the army “shall be liable to five years
of imprisonment” and those “intending to
harm” Israel’s “security” could be given 10
years in jail. It also prohibits the publication
of photos or video content in the media or
social networks.
Critics, however, say the draft law hides
military abuses, harms freedom of the press
and grants legitimacy to the Israeli occupation
to commit more crimes.
(Source: agencies)

Netanyahu demands ‘total’ Gaza ceasefire

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu Sunday demanded a “total” ceasefire from Gaza’s Hamas rulers in his
first public comments on another deadly flare-up between
the two sides.

There have been efforts by UN officials and Egypt to secure a long-term truce between Israel and Hamas, though
Israeli officials have not commented on them.
Since July, there have been three major flare-ups of violence.

“Our demand is clear: a total ceasefire. We shall not be
satisfied with less than that,” Netanyahu said at the start
of a cabinet meeting.
(Source: AFP)

Fight for Afghan city rages
despite govt claim of upper
hand
The fight for the embattled eastern Afghan city of Ghazni entered
its third day as Taliban militants and security forces engaged
in heavy clashes Sunday, after Kabul vowed the city was firmly
under government control.
An AFP reporter on the ground said Taliban fighters continued
to roam the city, torching government offices and in control of
several police checkpoints, with reinforcements deployed from
Kabul slowly entering the city to confront the insurgents.
Residents cowered in their homes or attempted to flee the
fighting, as skyrocketing inflation hit basic provisions, according
to residents and officials.
“The situation is chaotic,” Amanullah Kamrani, deputy head
of the Ghazni provincial council, told AFP from Kabul.
“In Ghazni, only the police headquarters, governor’s office
and a few departments are under Afghan forces’ control - the
rest are under the Taliban fighters’ control,” he added.
Ghazni resident Rahmatullah Andar described similar scenes
in an interview with broadcaster Tolonews, saying fighting continued to rage in large swathes of the city and outlying districts.
“There are not sufficient forces to repel the Taliban fighters.
We have not witnessed such a large scale attack by the Taliban
before,” said Andar.
Mobile services in the city remained down after militants
damaged a telecommunication tower and targeted several media
offices in Ghazni, making information difficult to verify.
The descriptions stood in stark contrast to statements from
Afghan and U.S. officials Saturday, who said government forces
were firmly in control of the city and vowed that Ghazni was in
no danger of being seized by the Taliban.
Ghazni - around two hours by road from the capital Kabul has been under increasing danger from massing Taliban fighters
for months, with reports suggesting insurgents had infiltrated
the city at will.
The onslaught was the latest attempt by the Taliban to overrun an urban centre and comes as pressure increases on the
insurgents to begin peace talks with the government to end the
nearly 17-year-old war.
The attack was the largest tactical operation launched by the
Taliban since an unprecedented truce in June brought fighting
between security forces and the Taliban to a temporary pause,
providing war-weary Afghans some welcome relief from the fighting.
(Source: AFP)

Erdogan: Alliance with U.S.
at risk, Turkey target of
‘trade war’
Turkey’s president has pledged to defy what he describes as
United States attempts to weaken his country’s economy, rallying
supporters a day after Washington imposed even higher tariffs
on Turkish metals - sending the lira tumbling.
The two NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) allies
remain at loggerheads over multiple issues ranging from diverging interests in Syria to Ankara’s expressed desire in purchasing
Russia’s S400 anti-missile system, as well as the lingering case
of an Evangelical pastor who is on trial in Turkey on terrorism
charges.
Amid the worsening relations, the Turkish lira has lost
more than 30 percent of its value against the U.S. dollar since
the start of the year. On Friday, the U.S. President Donald
Trump’s decision to double steel and aluminum tariffs on
Turkey sent the lira into another dive, falling as much as 18.5
percent at one point.
Speaking on Saturday in the northeastern Turkish province
of Rize, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said the U.S. would
pay a price by challenging Turkey for the sake of “petty calculations”, denouncing Washington for declaring “economic war
on the entire world” and holding countries “for ransom through
sanction threats”.
He also described dollars, euros and gold as “the bullets, cannonballs and missiles of the economic war being waged against
our country”.
“Those who can’t compete with us on the ground have brought
online fictional currency plots that have nothing to do with the
realities of our country, production and real economy,” Erdogan
added.
“The country is neither crumbling nor being destroyed or
bankrupt or in a crisis,” adding that the way out of the “currency
plot” was to boost production and minimize interest rates.
Erdogan is a self-described “enemy of interest rates” and
wants cheap credit from banks to fuel growth.
Investors, however, fear the economy is overheating and could
be set for a hard landing, while concerns over the dispute with
the U.S. have also hit Turkish stocks. The lira’s fall meanwhile
has raised concerns in the European Union about the exposure
of some the bloc’s biggest banks to Turkey.
Pastor’s case
Ankara’s delicate relations with the U.S. soured further following the arrest of pastor Andrew Brunson in 2016 on charges
of “committing crimes on behalf of terror groups without being
a member” and espionage.
Brunson served as pastor of Izmir Resurrection Church, a small
Protestant congregation, and has lived in Turkey for more than
20 years. He was detained by Turkish forces in the aftermath of
a failed coup blamed by Ankara on Fethullah Gulen, a religious
leader living in self-imposed exile in the U.S. Gulen has denied
any involvement.
Trump has described Brunson’s detention as a “total disgrace”
and urged Erdogan to free him “immediately”. The Christian
right, an important component of Trump and Vice President
Mike Pence’s voting base, has been pressuring the administration
on the Brunson case.
But in a New York Times opinion piece published on Saturday,
Erdogan cautioned against pressuring his administration into
meddling with the judicial process.
“Attempting to force my government to intervene in the judicial process is not in line with our constitution or our shared
democratic values.”
He also said that his country’s partnership with the U.S. is in
jeopardy, warning that Ankara may start looking for new allies.
In Rize, Erdogan said Turkey had alternatives “from Iran,
to Russia, to China and some European countries”.
(Source: agencies)
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U.S. dollar becoming
risky instrument for intl.
payments: Russian minister
The U.S. dollar is becoming an unreliable tool for payments in
international trade, Russian Finance Minister Anton Siluanov
stated in an interview.
The minister did not rule out the possibility of using national
currencies instead of the dollar in oil trade.
“I do not rule it out. We have significantly reduced our investment
in U.S. assets. In fact, the dollar, which is considered to be the
international currency, becomes a risky tool for payments,”he
noted.
Siluanov also pointed out that the government has no plans
to shut American companies in Russia.

“Currently, we do not plan any restrictive measures or closures,
for example, to close McDonald’s, as these companies employ
our citizens,” he said.
Earlier in August, the Russian ruble sank to multi-month lows
on the Moscow Exchange (MOEX) after news about new U.S.
sanctions against Russia over the alleged poisoning of former
Russian intelligence officer Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia
in Salisbury, UK.
According to media reports, the first package will imply a
complete ban on the export of electronic devices and dual-use
components to Russia, whilst the second package may include
a decrease in diplomatic relations, a ban on flights of Russia›s
Aeroflot carrier to the United States and an almost complete
suspension of U.S. exports.
In addition, controversies around the dollar have been stirred up
by a major financial spat between the U.S. and Turkey. Following
U.S. President Donald Trump’s announcement on doubling tariffs
on steel and aluminum imports from Turkey, the exchange rate
of the Turkish lira reached an all-time low, collapsing by more
than 16 percent to the U.S. dollar.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan called the lira’s tumble a
“currency plot” and announced Ankara’s readiness to refuse
dollars and euros in the country’s trade with its partners.
(Source: Sputnik)

China’s monetary policy to
be ‘neither too tight nor too
loose’: PBOC
China’s central bank has said that the country’s prudent monetary
policy will be kept neutral and be neither too tight nor too loose.
Focusing on the tasks of serving the real economy, containing
financing risks and deepening financial reform, the People’s Bank
of China (PBOC) will find new ways of financial regulation, and
maintain policy continuity and stability, according to a secondquarter report released by the PBOC.
The central bank will make policies more forward-looking,
flexible and effective, maintain proper control over the floodgate
of money supply and keep liquidity at a reasonable and abundant
level, the report said.
“Policies will be preset or fine-tuned based on changing situations, and attention will be paid to stabilize and guide expectations,” the report added.
The PBOC will also optimize the financing and credit structures, improve the transmission mechanism of monetary and
credit policies, and raise the capacity and willingness of financial institutions to serve the real economy to create a moderate
financial environment for supply-side structural reform and
high-quality development.
“[It will] deepen market-oriented reform for interest rates
and exchange rates, actively open up the financial sector in an
orderly manner and raise the sector’s vigor and resilience,” the
report read.
The central bank will also stand firm on structural deleveraging, intensify efforts in the tough battle against financial risks,
and forestall systemic financial risks, the report said.
(Source: China Daily)
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South Pars deal
with Total, CNPC
unchanged: NIOC
director
E N E R G Y TEHRAN – The deal
d
e
s
k with France’s Total and
China’s state-owned National Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC) for developing phase
11 of Iran’s South Pars gas field is still
unchanged, Shana reported on Saturday
quoting a senior oil official.
“The role of the members of the consortium
to develop this phase of the field (in the Persian
Gulf) is still in accordance with the provisions
of the contract, and there is no formal change
in these provisions,” Mohammad Mostafavi,
director of investment at National Iranian

Oil Company (NIOC), said.
The official further noted that CNPC is
capable of taking over Total’s stake in South
Pars gas field project if the French company
leaves to avoid possible U.S. sanctions.
“In case of any changes in the terms of
the contract, the necessary information will
be announced”, Mostafavi added.
Total signed a contract in 2017 to develop
Phase 11 of South Pars field with an initial
investment of $1 billion, marking the first
major Western energy investment in the
country after sanctions were lifted in 2016.

South Pars has the world’s biggest natural
gas reserves ever found in one place.
But the French company had said it would
pull out unless it secured a U.S. sanctions

waiver, and Gholamreza Manouchehri,
deputy head of NIOC, said in June that if
Total were to walk away, then CNPC would
take over.

Iranian private sector gets green light to swap oil products
E N E R G Y TEHRAN— Managing director of Nad
e
s
k tional Iranian Oil Products Distribution
Company (NIOPDC) said necessary measures are being
taken for the country’s private sector to take part in swapping oil products, IRIB reported on Saturday.
Speaking at a meeting with the private sector representatives, Seyed Mohammad-Reza Mousavi-Khah noted that
private companies active in the field of exports and swap of
oil products will be identified through a public notice and
assessed for future collaboration.
Earlier in July, First Vice President Eshaq Jahangiri
announced that in a move to beat U.S. sanctions, Iran will

let private companies to export crude oil.
Speaking in a ceremony to celebrate the national day of
industry and mine, the official said that Iranian crude will
be offered on the bourse and the private sector can export
it, IRNA reported.
“Anyone trying to take away Iran’s oil market (share)
would be committing great treachery against Iran and will
one day pay for it”, Jahangiri warned in an open reference
to Saudi Arabia.
The U.S. wants to cut Iran’s oil export, but everyone, with
even a limited knowledge of international affairs, knows
that such thing is impossible, the official added.

Oil Ministry bans importing certain oil
industry equipment

SEPAM ready to replace SWIFT:
CBI deputy director

E N E R G Y TEHRAN – Iranian
d
e
s
k Oil Ministry has
passed an order to ban the import of 84
items among oil industry equipment which
could be produced inside the country,
IRIB reported.
“In line with the implementation of the
Supreme Leader’s policies in supporting
Iran-made products and in order to
maximize the use of domestic products
and services, main companies and their
subcontractors (directly or indirectly)
are prohibited from purchasing foreign
products and equipment listed in the
attachment of this notice”, the order read.
Wellhead equipment, desalinating

ECONOMY T E H R A N —
d
e
s
k Iranian
financial
telecommunications system, known as
SEPAM, is ready to replace the Society
for Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunication (SWIFT) in the country’s
international financial transactions, the
Central Bank of Iran’s (CBI) deputy for
modern technologies announced in a
meeting on Sunday, Tasnim news agency
reported.
According to Naser Hakimi, however,
there is presently no country who accepts
such a replacement in its financial
transactions with Iran, which is a big
problem.

packages, anti-corrosions, sulfur recovery
catalysts, wellhead control panels and
etc. were among the 84 items which are
listed as banned items.

“SEPAM resembles SWIFT and the
replacement procedure would be done
within one or two days,” he said, “we only
need to make the related agreements with
foreign countries to bring the system online.”
SEPAM was introduced by CBI back
in 2013. The system was designed and
implemented given the Iranian banking
network’s need for establishment of an
integrated, centralized and standard
infrastructure for messaging in the country,
and also with the aim of addressing the
pressures in the wake of intensification of
international sanctions, especially possible
restriction on access to global connecting
networks such as SWIFT.

Egypt private sector shows growth
rebound on stronger demand

France fumes at proposed
post-Brexit EU sea trade links

Egypt’s private sector activity kicked off the
new fiscal year with an expansion, driven
by an uptick in demand that offered additional evidence of an economic rebound.
Non-oil business activity reached an
eight-month high in July, the Emirates
NBD Purchasing Managers’ Index for the
whole economy showed. The index climbed
to 50.3 from 49.4 in June, with readings
above 50 signaling an expansion.
The expansion was mainly a result of
a rise in new orders to the highest level
since November 2017, Emirates NBD
said in a statement. That increase suggested that consumers were starting to
flex some purchasing muscle now that
the surge in inflation after the floating
of the pound in 2016 has abated. Annual
inflation in July came in at 13.5 percent,
down from 14.4 percent the previous

France deems unacceptable a European
Commission proposal to exclude French
ports from a re-routing of a strategic trade
corridor between Ireland and mainland
Europe after Brexit, the government said.
At the moment much of Ireland’s trade
with the continent goes via Britain in trucks.
However, with less than eight months to
go until Britain leaves the European Union
there is still little clarity on its future trade
relations with the bloc, nor the nature of
the Irish Republic’s border with the British
province of Northern Ireland.
The new route put forward by the Commission would connect Ireland by sea with
Dutch and Belgian ports including Zeebrugge and Rotterdam. French ports such
as Calais and Dunkirk would be bypassed.
“France and Ireland maintain important
trade channels, both overland via Brit-

month and more than 30 percent for
much of last year.
“The positive PMI reading for the
first month of the new fiscal year supports our view that real GDP growth will
strengthen in 2018/19 as there is a greater
recovery in the private sector, supported
by gradual monetary policy normalization, improved political stability and a
rebound in the tourism sector,” Daniel
Richards, MENA Economist at Emirates
NBD, said in the statement.
Still, shortages of raw material and
higher costs pressured business activity,
causing output to contract for the third
month, Emirates NBD reported. Staffing
levels also continued to decline despite
the new orders. The bank attributed the
drops to a lack of liquidity.
(Source: Bloomberg)

ain and via direct maritime routes. The
geographical proximity between Ireland
and France creates an obvious connection
to the single market,” French Transport
Minister Elisabeth Borne wrote to the
EU’s transport commissioner in a letter
dated Aug. 10.
“Surprisingly, the Commission proposal
in no way takes this into account. This proposal therefore is not acceptable to France.”
At stake are jobs, millions of dollars’
worth of port revenues and possibly EU
infrastructure funding.
Borne said that French ports had the
necessary resources to ensure they could
handle the likely increase in trade flows,
hinting at concerns of congestion in ports
such as Calais, France’s busiest passenger
port.
(Source: Reuters)

Eurozone financial sector braces for spillovers from Turkey’s economic woes
The Turkish economy is facing its latest sustainability test:
the national currency — the lira — plunged against its major
peers after the announcement of U.S. sanctions last week.
While Ankara is preparing emergency policy measures
to maintain macroeconomic stability, bankers and finance
experts in the Eurozone are trying to evaluate the potential
effects that Turkish turmoil might have on Europe.
The lira hasn’t been the only casualty of the financial
storm in Turkey, as the nation’s financial assets took a blow
across-the-board — including stocks and bonds. The Turkish
economy has been ailing since the start of this year, with
the first signs of a major currency crisis emerging shortly
after the government announced its fiscal package to support economic growth several months ago.
The lira has dropped by 33 percent since January. Turkey
is a major exporter of consumer goods, and its manufacturing
sector is heavily reliant on the overseas markets. A weaker
lira is expected to support the international competitiveness of Turkish goods, which are becoming cheaper for
foreign customers.
This might pose a risk to other countries’ economic
stability and trade balances — including the EU, the U.S.,
China, Japan, and the Middle East, according to Timothy
Ash, a senior emerging markets strategist at Bluebay Asset
Management.
However, the Turkish financial turmoil likely won’t be
a major international event, Ash suggested.
“I don’t see a huge global contagion. Turkey is still a
relatively small economy, $850 billion, and its unlikely this
will be a sovereign debt event,” Ash said.
However, European bankers have voiced concern over
their significant exposure to the Turkish market. Over the
past few decades, several banks across the Eurozone have
lent money to Turkish businesses — and as the latter are

now facing challenges to their dollar- or euro-denominated
operation profitability; they might struggle servicing their
debts.
According to the Bank for International Settlements
(BIS), Turkish entities owe $83.3 bln to the banks in Spain,
$38.4 billion (bln) to French banks, and $17 bln to Italian
lenders. Potential insolvencies in Turkey could undermine
the already-fragile banking systems of Southern Europe
— something the European Central Bank (ECB) has been
worried about for years.
Reflecting these concerns, one of the EU’s largest stock
indices — Stoxx 600 — dropped into the red for 2018 last week.
“The European Central Bank is concerned that some
banks in France, Italy and Spain may not be fully hedged
against the precipitous falls in the Turkish Lira,” Michael
Hewson of CMC Markets UK said.
Meanwhile, emerging markets — including Turkey, Argentina, and South Africa — have been under pressure due to
yet another structural issue, which is their excessive reliance
on foreign dollar-denominated loans. A wave of volatility
in emerging market currencies earlier this year happened
after the U.S. Federal Reserve undertook several interest

rate hikes, thus rendering dollars more expensive to borrow.
But at that point, international financial institutions
thought of the Turkish woes as a regional mishap. Now
the concerns appear to be widening to a global scale.
“For some time now, investors have been looking at the
unfolding currency crisis in Turkey as a local difficulty;
however the accelerating speed of the declines appears to
be raising concerns about European banks’ exposure to the
Turkish banking system,” CMC Markets UK’s Hewson said.
However, some Eurozone bankers say that although the
Turkish turmoil could rattle international financial markets,
its effects on longer-term economic growth are still subdued — despite the Eurozone’s close trade ties with Turkey.
“Even if Eurozone goods exports to Turkey were to fall
by, say, 20 percent, this would subtract no more than 0.1
percentage point from growth in the big Eurozone,” analysts
from Berenberg Bank wrote in a recent report.
Experts said Turkey’s GDP only stands at 6.5 percent of
the Eurozone’s combined GDP, meaning any negative effects
are highly unlikely to deal a devastating blow to Europe.
Nonetheless, Turkey is four times larger than Greece — and
a realistic prospect of a default in Greece back in 2015 was
a bit more than a minor nuisance for the Eurozone.
As far as bilateral trade is concerned, analysts are expecting a decline in European exports to Turkey as they
are becoming too expensive for Turkish customers. In the
meantime, Turkey’s exports to Europe are unequivocally
projected to grow, meaning European manufacturers are
poised to face tougher competition in the domestic market.
Eurozone companies will be “pretty quick in identifying and switching to new markets. Selling more elsewhere
would offset some of the hypothetical decline in Eurozone
exports to Turkey,” Berenberg Bank’s team of analysts said.
(Source: Sputnik)
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Pompeo tries to be the
disruptor’s diplomat
By Said Al-Haj

By David Ignatius

When Mike Pompeo became secretary of state on May 1, he
advised his new colleagues at Foggy Bottom: “I want the State
Department to get its swagger back.”
State doesn’t really do “swagger,” but career officials say
morale has improved from the rock-bottom level it reached
with his predecessor, Rex Tillerson. Pompeo, a boisterous
ex-congressman, seems to be keeping his own swagger tendencies in check at State. His watchword so far has mostly
been a version of “Keep your mouth shut.” Many secretaries
of state say they want to practice quiet diplomacy, and that
was certainly Tillerson’s goal. But Pompeo has made it an
operating principle.
Pompeo is behaving at State much as he did as CIA director.
His role is often that of a secret presidential envoy; he manages
the North Korean denuclearization talks, the administration’s
most sensitive file, pretty much out of his briefcase. And,
perhaps most important, he’s able to speak authoritatively
(mostly in private) for the president, something that Tillerson
could never do.
The abrasive ideological edge that brought Pompeo to the
House of Representatives as a “tea party” Republican in 2010
is still there; it surfaced visibly in his prickly answers at a
Senate hearing last month.
But at State, as at CIA, Pompeo has surprised some observers by championing career officers who were initially
skeptical of him.
Discerning Pompeo’s strategy is hard, because of his reticence, but you can see the outlines in his public comments.
Let’s start with the State Department itself. Pompeo said
from his first day that he wanted to bolster a demoralized foreign
service, and he sought advice from a wide circle of former State
officials, including some who had been very critical of Trump.
Where Tillerson had left key positions unfilled, Pompeo has
used his clout with the White House and Congress to clear
appointments. More than a dozen major posts are likely to
be confirmed next week, perhaps including four high-level
“career ambassadors.”
Pompeo’s choice of David Hale as undersecretary for political
affairs, traditionally the top foreign service job, is telling. Hale
is a classic old-school diplomat. As ambassador to Lebanon
and Pakistan, he managed two of America’s most sensitive
accounts. His presence
will encourage U.S. and
Pompeo, a
foreign diplomats alike.
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tion plan.
To understand his approach, it’s worth paying close attention to his brief remarks
last week in Asia. Pompeo signaled, notably, that he endorses
Kim’s desire for a gradual, phased process of denuclearization,
linked with a broader de-escalation of tensions. He said in an
Aug. 3 television interview in Singapore that “we are engaged
in things that will improve the trust between our two countries”
and that “the ultimate timeline for denuclearization will be
set by Chairman Kim, at least in part.”
Asked on Aug. 5 by a U.S. journalist whether, under a
“phased approach,” some reciprocal concessions “are possible
before the end,” Pompeo answered: “Yeah. That’s right.” Not
exactly a road map, but that’s Pompeo.
Even as Pompeo signals his readiness for a step-by-step
process, he is insisting that U. sanctions “will remain in place
until we have full denuclearization in North Korea,” as he put
it last week in Singapore. Pompeo’s fear is that premature
removal of sanctions would allow North Korea to wiggle out
of denuclearization, as it has in past negotiations.
South Korean officials have tried to reassure Pyongyang
by promising a formal declaration ending the Korean War
by the end of this year. This declaration might encourage
reciprocal concessions from Kim, but it could also undermine
the rationale for continued UN sanctions. Pompeo remains
mum on whether he’s willing to play this card.
Pompeo’s other big headache is Iran. And despite President Trump’s proclamation that he was ready for talks with
Iranian leaders, Pompeo continues to voice a skeptical hard
line. Prepare for a long, slow squeeze.
Being chief diplomat for the most undiplomatic president
in modern history can’t be easy. The process broke Tillerson.
But, so far, Pompeo has managed to reassure the State Department without enraging the man in the Oval Office. Maybe
because he shares Trump’s “big guy” persona, Pompeo has
been the rare subordinate who stays close to the president,
but not so close he gets burned.
(Source: The Daily Star)
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The Israel factor in tense
Turkey-U.S. relations

Regardless of the consequences of the current tension between Turkey and the United
States, and how the two sides will resolve
the current dispute, it is considered to be the
most severe crisis between them in a long
time. The last occasion of such magnitude
was probably the arms embargo imposed on
Turkey by America in 1975 due to its military intervention in Cyprus the year before.
The Turks reflect now on how the dependency that characterized their country’s
relationship with Washington during the Cold
War did not protect it from U.S. superiority on
several occasions. The most notable examples
of such treatment were the deployment of
U.S. ballistic missiles in Turkey during the
Cuban missile crisis; President Johnson’s
famous message to Prime Minister Ismet
Inonu about Turkish designs on Cyprus;
and the above-mentioned arms embargo.
Other issues have included sanctions on
ministers and the withdrawal of visas from
citizens of both countries.
There are a number of reasons for the
tense Turkey-U.S. relations that occasionally
blow-up in different ways. Washington’s support for the armed Kurdish factions in Syria,
for example, and its protection of Fethullah
Gülen; and Ankara’s rapprochement with
Moscow (including the S400 air defense
missile deal and energy projects) and Tehran. It is clear that the foreign policies of
the two countries are more conflicting than
ever before, with relations on a downward
spiral and deteriorating over recent years.
Why has this happened in the Trump
era? Are there other factors operating below
the radar?
The truth is that Trump’s personality
in itself serves as an explanation for the
disruption of positive relations between
Washington and Ankara. With no previous
political experience, the U.S. President has
succeeded in ruining his country’s longstanding ties with a number of its allies,
particularly the Europeans, in exchange for
his cordial meetings with the Presidents of
Russia and North Korea, as well as a generous invitation to the Iranian President to
meet and talk.
We should not, therefore, rule out other
factors related to the Trump administration
and its policies, the most notable of which is
Israel. It is a fact that the security of Israel
in the Middle East are at the center of U.S.
foreign policy in the region, and have been
since the Cold War era. There is no sign of
any change in this regard.
It is also useful to note that relations
between Turkey and the U.S., especially
under the government of the Justice and
Development Party, was relatively warm
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and calm in 2010/11, since when waves of
tension have been noticeable. While this is
usually attributed to the tendency of Turkey’s
foreign policy to veer towards independence from America’s and Europe’s, it does
not negate the fact that these two periods
coincide strikingly with Turkey’s periods of
communication and estrangement with Israel.
The Justice and Development Party began
with normal and sometimes good relations
with Israel. The then Foreign Minister, Abdullah Gul and then Prime Minister (now
President) Recep Tayyip Erdogan visited
Israel in 2005. Moreover, Turkey mediated
between Israel and Syria in indirect negotiations in 2008. However, 2009 witnessed
the Davos forum incident when Erdogan
walked off the stage in protest at Israel’s
military offensive against the Palestinians
in Gaza in 2008/9. This was followed by
diplomatic relations being cut when Israeli
commandos hijacked the Turkish-registered
Mavi Marmara, part of a humanitarian aid
flotilla heading for the besieged Gaza Strip
in 2010; nine Turkish citizens were killed
in the raid, with a tenth dying later of his
wounds.
Although Turkey and Israel agreed to
re-establish relations in 2016, this did not
bridge the confidence and trust gap be-

tween them. Although fully restored, the
diplomatic links did not match those of the
1990s, when each considered the other to
be a strategic ally.
The key U.S. foreign policy priority, of
course, is that Israel must be protected
and supported at any cost, allowing its
colonization of Palestine to continue unhindered, even to the extent of denouncing the long-accepted aim of a two-state
solution. America’s ambassador to the UN,
Nikki Haley, is strident in her protection
of Israel at the international assembly; the
U.S. Ambassador to Israel lives in an illegal
settlement; and Trump’s team is made up
predominately of Republican eagle forum
members and supporters of Israel, including his son-in-law, Jared Kushner, who has
strong links to Israeli settlements. There is
no doubt whatsoever that putting Israel’s
interests above all else is a cornerstone of
America’s Middle East policy.
Hence, it is important to note the positions taken recently by Ankara in the face
of both Washington and Tel Aviv regarding
the Palestinian issue, not least the move of
the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem. Turkey led
an international and Muslim effort against
the decision, and has had a growing role
within Jerusalem itself, which has apparently

troubled the Israelis and some other parties.
It is true that trade between Turkey and
Israel is growing, and that Turkish rhetoric
isn’t always matched by actions, but it still
clearly angers the Israeli leadership, not
least when Erdogan described Israel as a
terrorist state and likened Netanyahu to
Hitler. It seems that Washington and Tel
Aviv insist on full approval for Israel’s actions against the Palestinians, or silence;
there is no room for anyone to make hostile
statements in their world view.
In conclusion, therefore, despite several
justified reasons linked directly to TurkeyU.S. relations, we cannot overlook the Israel factor in the crisis between Ankara and
Washington. The recent U.S. escalation came
after a relative breakthrough in relations
in the form of agreement over the Syrian
city of Manbij and the appointment of a
U.S. ambassador in Ankara. We have also
seen Washington deliver F35 fighter jets
to Ankara, and the U.S. pastor being held
in Turkey since 2016 has been transferred
from prison to house arrest. All of this is
relatively positive, but we should still keep
reminding ourselves to look to Tel Aviv.
The Israel factor is key to the tension in
Turkey-U.S. relations.
(Source: Middle East Monitor)

Bannon’s European adventure

By Ian Buruma
The reputed mastermind of Donald Trump’s presidential
campaign has launched a full-scale effort to unite Europe’s
right-wing forces and bring down the European Union. But,
as with European fascism in the 1920s and 1930s, the various strands of right-wing populism in Europe today show
little ideological coherence.
After being cast out of the White House and Breitbart News,
Stephen K. Bannon, often referred to as the mastermind of
Donald Trump’s presidential campaign, has vowed to remake
Europe. His organization, called “The Movement” and based
in Brussels, aims to unite Europe’s right-wing populists and
take down the European Union in its current form.
Bannon sees this effort as part of a “war” between populism and “the party of Davos,” between the white, Christian,
patriotic “real people” (in the words of his British supporter,
Nigel Farage) and the cosmopolitan globalist elites. In the
media, at least, Bannon is taken seriously.
It would seem to be a tall order for this permanently
disheveled American media blowhard and promoter of
cranky ideas about cyclical cataclysms to change the history of Europe.
Despite meeting such right-wing luminaries as Hungary’s
strongman Viktor Orbán, Italy’s Deputy Prime Minister Matteo Salvini, and Boris Johnson, the clownish former British
foreign secretary, all of whom wish him well, Bannon has
almost no experience in European politics. He stunned a
sympathetic audience in Prague by ranting against “unfair
competition” from foreign countries that use cheap labor.
Much of the Czech Republic’s GDP comes from exports,
for just that reason.
But the main problem facing Bannon’s effort is that rightwing populist leaders are a disparate bunch. Bannon himself
is a Catholic reactionary with fantasies, fueled by his love of
Hollywood heroes, of being a warrior against the forces of
evil. Orbán is an autocrat who exploits popular disillusion
with post-communism by blaming immigrants and the EU,
even though the Hungarian economy depends on the single
market and subsidies from Brussels.
Northern European demagogues, like Geert Wilders, see
Islam as the main threat to Western civilization, but defend
such causes as gay rights (because Muslims supposedly hate
them). In Britain, Johnson stands for, well, Johnson, but
his fellow Brexiteers are less interested in the Islamic threat
than in a grandiose version of English nationalism. France’s
National Front, now called the National Rally, is a Le Pen
family enterprise trying hard to dissociate itself from its
anti-Semitic, Vichyite roots.
As was true of European fascism in the 1920s and 1930s,
it is not easy to find much ideological coherence in these vari-
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ous political strands, let alone in Bannon’s Movement. What
they all have in common, however, is reliance on animus,
sometimes directed at Muslims, sometimes at any kind of
immigrants, very often against the EU, and always against
the liberal elites – whom British Prime Minister Theresa
May described as “citizens of nowhere.”
There is something conspiratorial about this animus, a
notion that the common man is at the mercy of a shadowy
network of string-pullers that rules the world. In the days
when Stalin identified enemies of the people as “rootless
cosmopolitans” (meaning Jews), the headquarters of this
omnipotent global network was thought to be New York,
with branch offices in London and Paris. Now it is located
in Brussels.
Immigrants, particularly from Muslim countries, bear
the brunt of populist propaganda. Bannon wrote the first
draft of Trump’s so-called Muslim ban, barring immigrants

from several predominantly Muslim countries. Orbán has
fortified his borders to protect “Christian civilization.”
Salvini wants to deport all illegal migrants from Italy.
The Brexit campaign, led by Johnson, warned British
voters that their country would soon be “swamped” by
Turkish immigrants, even though Turkey is nowhere close
to joining the EU.
But however unpleasant anti-immigrant rhetoric and
policies may be, the main target of the populists’ ire remains
the sinister globalist elite, represented by George Soros and
other liberals whom they accuse of promoting human rights,
compassion for refugees, and religious tolerance to further
their own interests. They are the ones who are supposedly
swamping Christian lands with aliens. They are stabbing
Western civilization in the back.
Bannon has actually expressed admiration for Soros,
even though he sees him as a kind of Satan. He wants to be
the Soros of the right.
It might seem ironic that radical nationalists, like Bannon,
should be seeking to unite in a global movement, as though
they were mimicking their internationalist enemies. But
the populists’ goal is not to destroy elitism; it is to replace
the old elites. Hence the common language of self-pity, as
though Orbán, Salvini, Wilders, and the rest were being
oppressed by the “Davos Party.”
Often from marginal backgrounds, they feel excluded,
insufficiently recognized, even looked down upon. It is their
turn to rule, they believe – and to exact revenge for all the
slights they think they have received on the way up. This is
why Donald Trump, the uncouth property developer with
a huge chip on his shoulder, is their hero.
Trump clearly feels more comfortable speaking to dictators than democratically elected leaders. He likes the idea
of one strongman dealing with another. But this doesn’t
make him an internationalist, any more than jamborees of
European right-wing populists make for a coherent international movement. These are occasions for mutual flattery
and strutting in front of the cameras.
Whether the populists can do more than that – collectively bring down the EU and reorder the Western world
– is hard to tell. Given their diverse interests, rivalry may
cause them to splinter. For example, whereas Trump and
Bannon see China as the great global enemy, Orbán has
been greedily accepting any Chinese money on offer. And
the English nationalists are driving their country into a notso-splendid isolation.
A true “nationalist international” can emerge only when
such contradictions are addressed. But wherever the global
right ends up, it is unlikely that Bannon’s Movement will be
the vehicle that gets it there.
(Source: The Project Syndicate)
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Islamic philosophers are key to growth that
happens in Western thought: Richards

having comparative religious studies specializations. At the same time, some departments of Religious Studies, especially in
America, may be more exclusively focused
on the Judeo-Christian tradition. Lastly,
one finds the study of Islamic thinkers in
History Departments focusing on the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. Again, in
these programs, the presentation of Islamic
thinkers and philosophy may be against
the backdrop of a larger historical framework and cross cultural studies. At the
same time, it is also one of the areas that
one sees, in particular, a specified focus
on philosophy of the Islamic Golden Age.
Are there any institutes in the west
and especially in the U.S. that focus on
Islamic philosophy?
A: A number of American universities
have strong programs in Islamic Studies.
In particular, it is worth noting Georgetown
University, Columbia University, University
of California- Los Angeles, University of
California- Berkeley, and Claremont Graduate University. There are also a number
of other strong programs in Canada, England and Europe. In Canada, for instance,
there are strong Islamic Studies programs
at McGill in Montreal and the University
of Toronto. In Europe, there are strong
programs at the Free University of Berlin,
the Goethe University in Frankfurt, and the
Islamic University of Rotterdam. Lastly,
in England, there are strong programs in
Islamic Studies at the University of London
and the University of Birmingham. And
that is just listing a few of the strongest
programs, so there is no shortage of pro-

grams for specialized study.
Which fields of Islamic philosophy
teach in the U.S.?
A: Islamic philosophy is usually framed in
one of three ways. Each of these ways contours
the fashion in which Islamic philosophy is
presented. It may be framed through a larger
study of Islamic culture, politics, and other
areas of concern to scholars working within
the field of Islamic Studies. For a scholar in
a religious department, the study of Islamic philosophy may be framed in relation to
theological questions or issues pursued by
the field of comparative religious studies.
Within a history department, the study of
Islamic philosophy may be framed within
a historical context, as a form of historical
enquiry within the larger historical framework
of the West’s periodization of the late Middle
Ages. Each of these fields marks Islamic
philosophy, potentially, in a space marginal to the central focus of the field’s area of
study. In this fashion, Islamic philosophy is
subject to larger departmental questions and
values tied to the field of study in question
that come to delineate the areas of Islamic
philosophy that receive focus.
What was the impact of Islamic philosopher on western philosophy especially
in the middle age?
A: Islamic philosophers are key to the
growth that happens in Western thought
during the late Middle Ages. A figure like
Ibn Sina is integral to the preservation and
elaboration on the body of knowledge from
Antiquity that would have been lost to the
West otherwise. And this is independent
of his polymathic contributions to knowl-

Indiscriminate airstrikes are calls for genocide
in Yemen – and must be treated as such
TEHRAN (FNA) — It’s an insult to intelligence. Saudi Arabia
says it wants to carry out an investigation following Thursday’s
attack in the Saada province. In the strike, Saudi warplanes
attacked a school bus outside of a crowded marketplace, killing
at least 50, mostly children.
Past experiences tell us where this farce is actually going.
Saudi officials claim that the killings were a “legitimate military
action” and perfectly legal. Gory photos of dead children that
followed, however, have fueled a lot of calls from the international community to independently investigate the matter.
UN Secretary-General Antonio Gutterres has condemned the
strike and urged an “independent and prompt investigation.”
In any event, an international probe needs to happen to
prevent a similar human rights nightmare. The UN should
stop Saudi Arabia from keeping the world body from issuing
any critical statements, and the US should be stopped from
preventing the UN Security Council from backing anything on
Yemen that the Saudis would object to. Further still, the US and
Britain are front and center responsible for the carnage and
extreme affliction in Yemen. They are complicit in the ongoing
aggression as they supply the Riyadh regime with advanced
weaponry and military equipment as well as diplomatic, logistical and intelligence assistance.
In the past, the UN has simply allowed the Saudis to investigate themselves with full US diplomatic support at the Security
Council. This is a joke and it has to stop too, because the Saudis
insist that the August 9 killing of school children and market
traders was a “legitimate military action.” There is no way a
credible and transparent investigation into the recent airstrike
by the Saudis can be launched.
Lest we also forget, the imposed war consists of a bombing
campaign that is coupled with a naval blockade and the de-

ployment of ground forces into Yemen. Over 17,000 Yemenis
have been killed and thousands more injured since the onset
of the Saudi-led aggression. what’s more, even US government
officials have been unable to justify this modern version of
atrocity and barbarism.
The US-backed aggression has also taken a heavy toll on the
country’s infrastructure, destroying many hospitals, schools,
and factories. The UN should force the Saudis to lift the illegal
blockade because a record 22.2 million Yemenis are in dire need
of food, including 8.4 million threatened by severe hunger.
This is a time for civility. The US-backed, Saudi-led indiscriminate air strikes are calls for genocide, and must be treated
as such. The Yemenis will never be bludgeoned into complete
submission and allow the Saudi-led coalition exert control over
their country’s resources, including oil reserves, natural gas,
minerals, and strategic location.
They will continue to resist the US-backed military aggression.
At the same time, they expect the international community to
hold the Saudis and their allies to account. The United States
is particularly deeply implicated in the appalling carnage. It is
the UN’s responsibility to do what it can to demand an end to
this complicity as well.
Together with the Saudis, the Americans are still focused
on keeping the lucrative war unending, which has only meant
protecting the illicit interests of the Military-Industrial Complex
and NATO partners. The UN should ask everyone who is part of
the international civil society not let their inaction and silence
overcome their civility and responsibility. The UN member
states know all too well: The call for international action and
civility, for seeking the truth, and for indicting the offenders
and bringing them before a court is a call for International
Law governance.

Does Europe make its decisive decision?

It should not be forgotten that
1
the European Troika, not only during
the Tramp presidency, but also during
Obama›s presidency, did not take effective steps to prevent the interconnection
of European banks with Iran. Even they
did not blame the US Treasury Department for clauses 26-29 of the nuclear deal
and forgot about their legal obligations
in many cases.
Hence, the European Union is facing
a tough test, and if it does not or will
not succeed in this test, it will not be
possible to talk about continuing the
nuclear deal.

3. In recent weeks, signals from the
White House have been sent to the European Troika for a nuclear deal. US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo has announced that
he will discuss his talks with his European
counterparts. Undoubtedly, as much as
the European Troika in the negotiations
with the United States is influenced by the
demands of Washington, they will move
away from reaching an agreement again
with Iran.
Earlier, British Prime Minister Teresa
May, in an implied statement, United States
to negotiate a nuclear deal with Iran! Undoubtedly, the British prime minister is well

aware that Trump will not retreat from his
positions on the nuclear deal. Therefore,
the British government is seeking to coexist
with the United States in opposition to
Iran. This dangerous approach, along with
the complete cancellation of the nuclear
deal, will be a tough consequence.
Finally, the European Union, and especially the three European countries, must
maintain their political and political views
on this agreement and make a genuine
and genuine decision to maintain a nuclear deal with Iran. A decision that has
not yet been taken by Germany, Britain
and France.
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Shifting equations between
Zionists and their enemies

edge. You don’t get the Renaissance without the contributions of Islamic scholars.
For instance, the development of linear
perspective in Western art is tied to the
contributions of Islamic mathematicians.
The contributions of Ibn al-Haytham are
also essential to the study of optics and
art, while also providing the camera obscura that is critical to the development
of post-Renaissance optics and art, especially in the Northern European Baroque.
So there is historical fact and these facts
point to the key contributions of Islamic
philosophers and scholars, but the framing
of these facts is where the West can do a
better job, especially when it comes to intellectual developments in the late Middle
Ages and Early Renaissance.
While studying this area brings up the
complicated and disturbing history of the
Crusades, it also allows looking to how the
spread of Islamic philosophy happened not
just through conflict, but through centers
of learning, such as Alhambra and Cordoba, and figures like Ibn Rushd and Ibn
Hazm. These cultural centers and individuals show what was possible in history, as
well as pointing to ways of thinking about
potentialities today.
What is your suggestion for introducing the better of the Islamic philosophy
in the west?
A: In comparison to the past, there can
be a greater emphasis placed on the role of
Islamic philosophy on the development of
Western culture. A larger question, however, is how to juxtapose the different value
systems in meaningful and productive ways
beyond the simple binary oppositions that
the West has historically used to frame these
investigations. This is not a matter of simply
finding common ground that requires little
effort to agree upon, though that common
ground matters. It is a question of where
the difference resides and how that difference is housed. Historically, since the
nineteenth-century, this has been within a
framework that has allowed for the growth
of Western capitalism and the philosophy
of the bourgeoisie, whether it takes the
form of the black frock coated gentleman
in Paris during the Second Empire or the
business suited American dreamer of the
late twentieth century. In the twenty-first
century, our perspective has to become more
global and, while steps have been made in
this direction, work still has to be done in
thinking through the implications of the
global and this need for careful thinking has
to be done at a time when many in power
would like to retreat towards facile appeals
to thoughtless forms of nationalism.
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The world of modernity, where both
1
the means of production and consumption
get inscribed by industry and mechanical
processes, is fueled by the growth of mass
urban capitalism in Europe and America
during the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. All of this is also happening
against the political background of Europe’s
engagement with the Ottoman Empire,
something that marks the construction of the
Middle East during this era of Orientalism
within European culture. One sees this
in literature and art where novels, short
stories, poems, and paintings focus on a
chaotic, decadent, and barbaric world in
the Middle East that must be saved by the
West, its people, and its values. It is one of
the few subjects both Romantic artists and
Academic artists could agree on depicting,
even if they, for instance Delacroix and
Ingres, depicted Orientalist subject matter
in different styles.
In Said’s argument, the development
of Orientalist studies during this time,
despite its efforts to respect and study
Islamic culture, in many cases, ended
up serving the larger ideological goals of
Western Imperialism, preserving a sense
of the Middle Eastern world as not being
as advanced in comparison to the West.
As happens with so many cultures that the
West encroaches upon for geo-political and
economic reasons, Islamic philosophy and
culture as a whole gets historicized, put in
a framework that presents it as an artifact,
as opposed to something that continues to
exist and engage the present.
After Said’s challenge to the field of Orientalist Studies, we see a shift in where
Islamic philosophy is housed in academic
fields and this leads to different challenges
in trying to integrate the study of Islamic
philosophers into the larger terrain of academic pursuit. Part of this is simply the
way that Western academia is hyper-specialized, something that is also a byproduct
of modernity and its culture of specialization. One may take courses that fulfill one’s
general studies requirements, but a large
majority of one’s course work is within
a particular department of study, often
defined by particular areas of emphasis.
In relation to Islamic philosophy, one
encounters the study of this material today
in three different departments. First, and
foremost, is the area of Islamic Studies,
though again, the work of philosophy
will be contextualized within other areas
of focus in Islamic studies. Second, there
are departments of Religious Studies and
many of these programs may have a strong
emphasis on Islamic thought, as well as
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Today, all members of the Israeli Cabinet emphasize
1
the need to create new mechanisms in the Gaza Strip through a
peace agreement between Tel Aviv and Hamas. These statements
clearly show that the Zionist authorities have been disappointed
with the result of their hostile actions against resistance in the
occupied territories.
On the other hand, the series of measures taken by the Zionist
regime in the occupied territories reveals the depth of fear the
regime has for Islamic resistance groups and rocket attacks by them
It is anticipated that hundreds of missiles from the Gaza Strip
will be diverted to the occupied territories daily in the coming
conflict between the Palestinian resistance and the Zionist regime
and the Israeli defense systems are not capable of destroying
all the missiles due to their number. As a result, thousands of
Israelis may be forced to leave their homes and flee to shelters.
The Zionist also say it’s possible that electricity could also be cut
off due to the shutdown of gas platforms in the Mediterranean.
War scenarios on the northern front, which the Zionist army
provided several weeks ago at a meeting with security officials,
are of particular concern. A Zionist officer at the meeting described the possible damage caused by the war on the northern
front with Hezbollah, and emphasized that the war might take
up to a month. He provided intelligence to Zionist government
ministries for the purpose of reflecting on security issues.
Moreover, regarding the inability of the Zionist regime against
Islamic resistance groups in the occupied territories, the former
chief of staff of the IDF Southern Command, Tzvika Fogel, admitted that Tel Aviv had surrendered somewhat to the Hamas
Islamic resistance movement. He said: “We raised the white
flag against Hamas.”
The former Zionist military official said the regime’s current
authorities have brought shame to Tel Aviv. He said that Israel,
which at that time has now failed to defeat Hamas in Gaza. Fogel
emphasized that the only thing that matters to Netanyahu is his
own power.
The Zionists can no longer initiate enough military aggression against the resistance and end it, and they cannot exert the
kind of military pressure and carnage that would wipe out many
thousands of Palestinians without invoking the ire of the entire
world against the Zionist regime. The resistance forces have
shown they are the ones that seem to be determining the ultimate
outcome of the conflict, not the Zionist regime, at considerable
costs nonetheless..
The Palestinian analyst Mahmud Mardawi has emphasized
anyway that the Zionist regime would prefer not to sign any
ceasefire agreement with the Palestinian resistance in the Gaza
Strip. For the followers of the Zionist regime, Madawi said, Israeli
leaders fear the public relations impact if they sign any cease fire
agreement with Hamas. Both Benjamin Netanyahu and Avigor
Leiberman, as well as other members of the Likud government,
agree that a ceasefire with Hamas is undesirable.
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Distribution of
tender documents
by NIDC

Starting date for receiving (The distribution of the documents will be started one day
after the publishing of second advertisement)
Last time for receiving ( ended on the following seventh day thereof)
Distribution place

Contracts department– part A – first floor – operational
building – koyee mallet – Ahvaz- Iran- 061-34146525




Submitting one original bank fund receipt in the amount of 990,000 Iranian
rails under account number 4001114004020491 in name of "NIDC incomes
centralized fund" issued by I.R. of Iran central bank.
Submitting formal request for the purpose of receiving of tender documents.



42 Days after the last time of purchasing of tender documents.

Submitting method

Closing date
Tender Envelopes
Delivery Date



Hall no. 107,1st floor, tender committee, operation building, national
Iranian drilling company, airport square, Ahvaz, Iran.

Delivery address

Tel : +98-61-34148581

+98-61-34148569

Tender guarantee

Value of guarantee

one hundred nine thousand and nine hundred five (109,905) EURO
 Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that obtained activity
license from the central bank of the Islamic republic of Iran.

Acceptable
Type of guarantee

Duration of credit for
quotation

Submitting one original bank fund receipt under account number 4001114006376636 in
name of "NIDC saving centralized account" by the central bank of Islamic republic of
Iran.

Tender guarantee should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum for one
more time in ceiling of initial validity duration.

(Name of department)
Guarantee and More of this & other tenders are accessible by click on :
www.nidc.ir/http://sapp.ir/nidc.pr
www.nidc.ir
http://sapp.ir/nidc.pr
(Name of department)

Guarantee and More of this & other tenders are accessible by click on :

97/05/23 نوبت دوم97/05/22 تهران تایمز نوبت اول
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Apt in Zafaranieh
4th floor, 175 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
furn, parking, balcony swimming
pool & sauna, gym laundry
elevator
$3500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Shariati
65 sq.m, 1 Bdr., new furn/unfurn
balcony, good access, near to
subway
$1500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt in Fereshteh
200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., unfurn, spj
parking, elevator, $2500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in the best area in Kamranieh
7th floor, 250 sq.m, 3 Bdrs. lobby
full furn & unfurn nice and cozy
excellent view
$4500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Amazing Apt in Elahieh
300 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn
peaceful area and amazing view
perfect location
$6500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt in Jordan
140 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn
garden, parking, $1800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

AUGUST 13, 2018

Villa in Niavaran
650 sq.m buil up, 450 sq.m land
duplex villa with one extra apt
indoor pool, spj parking
$10000
Suitable for
Residency or Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Office in Jordan
1th floor, 130 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
remodel & renew, lobby, high
security, parking, guest parking
full of foreign companies, good
access, near to Mellat Park
Price per each sq $36
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Darous
duplex, 1200 sq.m built up 2000
sq.m land, 5 Bdrs. renovated
big saloon, semi furn, beautiful
garden, pool, sauna, Jacuzzi
$17000
Suitable for
Residency & Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in Jordan
floors, 780 sq.m totally 6
bedrooms, 6 parking, unfurn 12
almost new, gathering room CCTV
camera
$10000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Super Luxury Office
in Vanak
1350 sq.m in each floor
near to finishing, pkg, lobby
security, near to highway
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Villa in Ajudaniye
2 floors, 315 sq.m & 300 sq.m
furn, equipped kitchen swimming
pool, sauna
parking, gym
$4000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Triplex Villa in Zafar
700 sq.m, 5 Bdrs., furn , Jacuzzi
renovated, green garden
one 100 sq.m separate suit
with 2 Bdrs., $6500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Office in Valiasr
13th floor, 165 sq.m, 2 rooms
nice view, lobby, security
full of foreign companies
parking, renovated
Price per each sq $57
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Advertising Dept:

times1979@gmail.com

+9821 430 51 450

Villa / Apt in Elahieh
2th floor, 300 sq.m, 4 Bdrs
luxury furn, nice garden, pkg
$4000 negotiable
Suitable for Diplomats
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt in Kamranieh
270 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., luxury furn
nice balcony, green space view
swimming pool
$3500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206
Apt in Elahieh
3th floor, 320 sq.m, 4 Bdrs
fully furn, good access to highway
garden, spj diplomatic building
nice balcony
$4500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Whole Building in Farmanieh
5th floor, each floor 2 apts, each apt
200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., lobby
3 different entrances, 2 level
parking, spj, garden
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Zafaranieh
duplex, 564 sq.m, 6 Bdrs. fully
furn, spj, yard, pkg, renovated
$5500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Elahieh
just 5 floors, each floor one apt, 2th
floor, 270 sq.m
4 Bdrs., fully furn, lobby parking,
spj, nice balcony
$4200
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Apt
in Mahmoodieh
4th floor, 120 sq.m, 2 master rooms
almost new, luxury lobby, luxury
& new furn
pkg, spj, good, access to highway,
$3000
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

The Tehran Times new pocket-sized glossary is now available on the
market. The reader-friendly is a rich source of the most common
journalistic terminology collected by the daily’s retired staff.
It can benefit a wide range of tastes from students to professional
journalists. Persian equivalents have been given for all entries, including
idioms and expressions. The glossary also includes example sentences
for entries the authors thought it would be a bit difficult to learn.
For more information contact:

w w w . t e h r a n t i m e s . c o m

Tel: 021 - 430 51 450
times1979@gmail.com

TIran’s
EHRAN TIMES
Leading International
Daily

Advertising Dept

Tel: 0 2 1

- 430

51

times1979@gmail.com
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19% of Iranians aged 15-64
afflicted by hypertension
H E A L T H TEHRAN — Some 19 percent of Iranid
e
s
k ans aged 15-64 suffer high blood pressure
(hypertension), while out of five individuals in Iran, one is
diagnosed with the disease, an official with the Ministry of
Health has said.
Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) accounts for 70
percent of all deaths globally, Khabaronline quoted Zahra
Abdollahi as saying on Saturday.
“Over 88 percent of the People prone to be affected by
high blood pressure, have unhealthy diet, which is one of the
major risk factors for obesity and NCDs”, she said, adding
that as in [the Iranian calendar year of] 1390 (March 2011March 2012), some 88 percent of deaths in the country
were reported to be linked with the cardiovascular diseases.
Obesity leads to hypertension
Referring to a rate of 15 percent fruit and vegetable consumption among Iranians, she counted unhealthy diet as other major
obesity risk factors, as obesity in the country affects about 50
percent of the young population.
To prevent obesity, 30 minutes walking, taking at least 2
units of fruit and 3 units of vegetation per day is essential, she
also added.
In July, Ali Motlaq head of cancer department at the Ministry
of Health said that physical inactivity in the country affects about
60 percent of the population, while more than 60 percent of
the people are suffering obesity and some 25 percent have high
cholesterol due to physical inactivity.
High sodium consumption
Referring to the high salt and sugar intake in the country,
she criticized the per capita consumption of salt in Iran and
regretted that unfortunately, the amount of salt consumed in
Iran is twice the global average.
As a healthy diet, one must not consume more than five grams
of salt daily, while there are three grams of salt only in a piece of
bread in the country, she regretted.
“Over 54 percent of salt intake is through cooked food, which
must be lowered on food recipes,” she highlighted.
High sodium consumption and insufficient potassium intake
contribute to high blood pressure and increase the risk of heart
disease and stroke. High dietary sodium is recognized as a silent
killer responsible for 2.3 million deaths worldwide in 2010 predominantly secondary to hypertension and its complications.
Average per capita consumption of healthy food
She went on to say that while average per capita consumption
of fresh dairy products in the country is low, some 42 liters of
carbonated beverages are consumed by Iranians annually,
which leads to lack of calcium absorption, and is a major risk
factor for cardiovascular disease and cancer.
According to studies conducted in [the Iranian calendar
year of] 1391 (March 2012- March 2013), the consumption of

Brain area responsible for
pessimism found

Unfortunately, the amount of salt consumed in Iran is twice
the global average. As a healthy diet, one must not consume
more than five grams of salt daily, while there are three
grams of salt only in a piece of bread in the country.
bread and rice, oil and sugar per capita has been 5 percent, 20
percent and 38 percent respectively above the recommended
maximum level of intake, she further explained.
She added that per capita consumption of legumes, dairy
products, eggs and vegetables also was estimated to be at
the lower level by 30 percent, 25 percent, 20 percent, and
25 percent, respectively.
Vitamin D deficiency
Elsewhere in her remarks, she noted that rheumatism
in children, asthma and type 2 diabetes are among the consequences of vitamin deficiency in the body, adding that in
addition to consuming foods fortified with vitamin, getting
5-10 minutes of sunlight three to four times a week is very
important for maintaining optimal vitamin D.
As the country is currently facing problems caused by
vitamin D deficiency, the national program for the enrichment
of flour with vitamin D in the country has become a priority,
she highlighted.
The national program on enriching flour with Iron and Folic
Acid is also being implemented in the country, she concluded.
Vitamin D deficiency can result from inadequate exposure to sunlight; malabsorption; accelerated catabolism from
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certain medications; and, in infants, the minimal amount
of vitamin D found in breast milk. In children, vitamin D
deficiency can result in rickets, which presents as bowing of
the legs; in adults, it results in osteomalacia, which presents
as a poorly mineralized skeletal matrix.
Hypertension
Hypertension, a main type of NCD, is a persistent elevation
in blood pressure that puts additional strain on the heart. Over
time, it can cause serious damage to the heart as well as other
organs, such as the kidneys, brain, and eyes.
According to World Health Organization (WHO), globally,
hypertension is estimated to cause 7.5 million deaths annually, representing more than 12% of all deaths. It increases
the risk of heart attack, stroke, kidney failure, blindness and
other vascular conditions. WHO estimates that high blood
pressure affects about 40% of adults aged 25 years and older.
Earlier in May, secretary of the 18th Asian Conference on
Clinical Pharmacy Kheirollah Gholami said that Some 30
percent of Iranians aged 40 or over suffer from high blood
pressure, only 50 percent of patients, who are diagnosed with
disease, take medication, while the others have no control
over their disease.

Neuroscientists have now found the brain area responsible for pessimism. The new research suggests that both anxiety and depression are
caused by an overstimulation of the caudate nucleus.
Looking at mice, our fellow mammals, can offer important insights
into human behavior.
A new study, published in the journal Neuron, examines the neurological underpinnings of pessimism in mice and also finds clues about
anxiety and depression in humans.
The new research was led by senior researcher Ann Graybiel, a
professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge.
Prof. Graybiel and colleagues focused on a type of decision-making
process known as approach-avoidance conflict.
Approach-avoidance conflict describes situations in which people
(or mammals) have to decide between two options by weighing the
positive and negative aspects of each alternative.
Previous research that Prof. Graybiel conducted with her team found
the brain circuits responsible for this kind of decision-making. They
then found that having to decide in this scenario can induce significant
stress, and that chronic stress makes rodents choose the riskier option
that has the highest potential reward.
The caudate nucleus and decision-making
In the new study, to recreate the scenario in which rodents have to
choose by weighing positives and negatives, the scientists offered mice
a squirt of juice as a reward but coupled it with an aversive stimulus:
a puff of air in the face.
Over several trials, the researchers varied the ratio of reward to
unpleasant stimuli and gave the rodents the ability to choose whether
to accept the reward with the aversive stimulus or not.
As the researchers explain, this model requires that the rodents
perform a cost-benefit analysis. If the reward of juice weighs more than
the unpleasant sensation, the rodents will choose it, but if one squirt of
juice comes with too many puffs of air, they won’t.
They also gave a small electric shock to the rodents’ caudate nucleus to see how it affected their decision-making. When this area was
stimulated, the rodents did not make the same decisions as they had
before receiving a stimulus.
Specifically, the rodents focused much more on the cost of the
unpleasant stimulus than they did on the value of the reward. “This
state we’ve mimicked has an overestimation of cost relative to benefit,”
explains Prof. Graybiel.
Also, the scientists found that stimulation of the caudate nucleus
led to a change in the rodents’ brainwave activity.
Anxiety, depression, and a ‘delicate balance’
The researchers explain the implications of the findings. They say
that they could help clinicians better understand the magnitude of
depression and anxiety symptoms, as well as point to new treatments.
“We feel we were seeing a proxy for anxiety, or depression, or some
mix of the two,” explains Prof. Graybiel. “These psychiatric problems are
still so very difficult to treat for many individuals suffering from them.”
Next, the team is looking to examine whether people who live with
depression and anxiety display similar overactivity in the brain’s caudate nucleus. The researchers suspect that stimulating this brain area
causes a disruption in dopamine, the so-called sex, drugs, and rock ‘n’
roll hormone.
(Source: Medical News Today)

TASHRIFAT INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE AGENCY

SATISFACTIO N
GUARA NTEED

APARTMENT

VILLA

OFFICE

FOR:
EMBASSY/COMPANY

Jordan

Elahiyeh

From 50 to 8000 sq.m available

Jordan,

4 Bdrs,fully

Triplex-800 sq.m built up,1000

With all facilities in different

4-storey building,1000 sq.m,

sq.m land,Semi-furn,7

areas

furn,260sq.m,spj,$3000
Jordan

Bdrs,spj,$9000

3Bdrs,fully furn,2nd fl.,250

Nobody does it better

sq.m,spj,,$2500
Zaferaniyeh
Darous
2Bdrs,fully furn,3rd fl.,brand
new,100 sqm,lobby

Duplex, 4 Bdrs,unfurn,350

Apartment-villa
French-style

Niavaran

garden,500 sq.m built up
area,indoor spj,4Bdrs,fully
furn,triplex,$15000

Valiasre-Bagheferdos
3 Bdrs,fully furn,brand
new,5th fl., 150 sq.m ,indoor

Darous

spj,$1900

1000 sq.m land,400 sq.m built

Mirdamad-Naft

up area, flat.4 Bdrs,spj.$7000

3 Bdrs.fully furn,5th fl.,200
sq.m, $ 2000
Close to Paladium Shopping

Jordan

Zaferaniyeh

100 sq.m,3

Triplex villa,800 sq.m,built

rooms,parking,brand new

up,1000 sq.m land,12

3rd fl.,$1700

Since: 1987

مالکین محرتم امالک مسکونی و اداری شام را
جهت اجاره به خارجی نیازمندیم

Jordan

center

850 sq.m land,500 sq.m

3Bdrs,180 sq.m,fully

built up,5 Bdrs,spj,furn/

furn,lobby,sp,garden,$2000

unfurn,duplex,$7000

rooms,$8500
Niavaran

Valiasre

Triplex villa,2000 sq.m

150 sq.m brand new, all

land,600 sq.m built up ,spj,all

facilities,5th fl.,$2300

2000 sq.m land,green

3Bdrs,fully furn 360 sq.m.sp,
5000

09121081212

sq.m,spj,$8000

1600
Zaferaniyeh-Yekta,

Mr. Shahin

all facilities,$10000

facilities,$15000
Darous

Tel: 22723121

tehranfirstchoice@gmail.com

We give service with a
difference…We care!
Long & Short term rentals
Purchase Properties
FURNISHED - UNFURNISHED
Villa-Apartment-OfficeBuilding

Vozara

Duplex villa,600 sq.m built

250 sq.m,all facilities

up,1000 sq.m land ,all

8th fl.,,$4000

facilities,$8000
Other areas:

Mirdamad-Naft

Farmaniyeh

120 sq.m,6th fl., $1700

Aghdasiyeh
Shahrak Gharb

vanak

Shariati-Pasdaran
Valiasre

shariati

Tajrish

pasdaran

Jordan

shahrak gharb

Vanak

saadatabad

Arjantin

4000-3000-5000-4000-1000
sq.m,full,reasonable price

nice cases ready to move in.

Zafar…
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‘Technology development
eradicates economic
favoritism’
TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN – The development of technology
d
e
s
k eradicates economic favoritism through transparency, the head of innovation and prosperity fund Behzad
Soltani said in a press conference on Saturday.
He called e-government as an important element, which would
end the monopoly in national economy.

The development of technology would solve several political,
cultural and social problems of the country, he highlighted.
“E-government decreases the role of state-run and semi-state
run organizations in the economy,” he said.
The knowledge-based companies have a great role in technology development of Iran, he added. “For instance, artificial
intelligence and smart cars are demanded in coming years in the
country, which can be met by these companies.”
Otherwise, the hi-tech products should be imported from
other countries, Soltani concluded.

SOCIALLY SAFE
How to check if an app is safe
to install

Everyone needs to know what steps to take to determine whether
a mobile app is safe to download. Mobile phones are expensive and contain massive amounts of personal information.
Even the most reputable app stores cannot guarantee that
every app is safe. Responsible consumers can learn how to
mitigate this risk.
Apps can contain malware or be the engine for malicious
activity. In plain English, some apps tap into your phone and
steal sensitive data. Your phone can even become controlled
by people with nefarious intents. Downloading an infected app
could turn your device into a bot.
If your device becomes a robot under the control of some
groups, they can use your device as a part of larger attacks. Not
only can these people get your info, they can make your device
a part of their botnet army.
Raising awareness about app security is important. People you
know may believe that just because an app is on the Google Play
Store or the Apple App Store it is safe. Users have more choices
than, and no app store is free of malicious apps.
It’s time to learn about the characteristics of a trustworthy app.
don’t be afraid to make app security discussion for the round table.
Parents need to be vigilant and teach children about app safety.
Know Your Source
The safest route to find apps is to download from reputable
markets. Navigating through today’s consumer driven open mobile
ecosystem isn’t easy. It’s plagued by a widespread lack of law and
order. Apps can be downloaded from an app store or side-loaded
with a direct USB connection. Even when downloading from within
an app store, it’s not uncommon to bump into third-party apps.
How do you know if an app marketplace is trustworthy?
Some characteristics of a safe marketplace are:
Terms of service that is well developed.
Clear contact information and a troubleshooting FAQ.
Strict app developer criteria.
A history of removing vendors with poor content.
What about downloading apps outside of the app store?
Learn About the vendor or developer
Many app stores link to the vendors’ web page. On the Google
Play store, this is found at the bottom of the app’s page. If there
is no link, or the link doesn’t work, then look them up in a search
engine. It’s up to consumers to do their homework. Reputable
app developers are easy to research.
Inspect permissions
Apps should not have too many permissions. The ones they
do have should be appropriate to the app. Permissions give the
vendor of the app access to various parts of your phone. It’s obvious
that apps need to interact with the phone. However, they should
only interact with the systems necessary for the intent of the app.
Apps are going to be around for a long time. Consumers need to
understand permissions to know when app vendors are crossing
the line. Do not install an app when an app maker is overstepping
their bounds.
Know the numbers
Users need to pay attention to are the number of times downloaded and the app rating. These numbers indicate the degree
to which an app performs. They are milestones used to gauge
trustworthiness.
If an app that has been downloaded more than 10 million times,
then it is likely to be safe. The more an app is downloaded, the
more opportunity for the app vendor to gain trust. Apps with high
volumes of downloads are time tested and customer approved.
(Source: turbofuture.com)
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Talented conscripts can do military
service at knowledge-based companies
Previously, talented conscripts could
1
do researches in national defense and security
issues, which were proposed by the armed
forces, he said.
“Now according to our agreement with
the science and technology vice presidency,
the talented conscripts can perform their
military services at the knowledge-based
companies, incubators and technology
parks,” he explained.
In February, the armed forces and the
science and technology vice-presidency
signed an agreement, which facilitates the
two-year compulsory military service for
workforce and entrepreneurs working at
the knowledge-based companies.
In addition to entrepreneurs and workforce at the knowledge-based companies,
other talented and educated conscripts can
also perform their military service at these
companies in three categories, he said.
Those conscripts who have university
degree and do not have any experience can
perform their military service at the knowledge-based companies, he said.
“They spend 6 to 12 months of their military services at the companies, hence they
empower their abilities and they help the
companies to do their projects,” Kamali said.
“Now about 2,000 conscripts perform
their military services in this way,” he said.
A number of talented conscripts can choose

“Through this facilitation at the military
service, the country can efficiently benefit
from talented human resources”
to work at the knowledge-based companies
instead of working on a research project,
he said.
Human resources, key to knowl-

Iran to host FIRA RoboWorld Cup
in 2020

TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN – Iran will
d
e
s
k host the 25th edition
of the Federation of International Robot
Soccer Association (FIRA) RoboWorld
Cup in 2020, the head of the Iranian FIRA
national committee Soroush Sadeqnejad
announced on Sunday.
The 2020 FIRA RoboWorld Cup will be
held in July/August 2020 in Kish Island,
Mehr quoted Sadeqnejad as saying.
The event is a great opportunity for
further cooperation with world robotic
teams, he said. A total of 35 Iranian robotics
teams attended the 2018 FIRA RoboWorld Cup, which was held from August
6 to 11 in Taichung, Taiwan. FIRA is an
international organization organizing competitive soccer - usually 5-a-side-competitions between autonomous robots. The
international FIRA congress and a robotics
competition involving five categories of

Micro-Robot Soccer Tournament, Amire,
Naro, Simulated Robot, Android, Robo
and Humanoid Robot.
The FIRA RoboWorld Cup aims to take
the spirit of science and technology to the
young generation and laymen.
It also aims to promote the development
of an autonomous multi-agent robotic system
that can cooperate with each other and to
contribute to the state-of-the-art technology
improvement in this specialized field.
In 1996, FIRA organized the first robot
soccer and other sports competition. The
main goal of FIRA is to promote cutting edge
research into robotics, machine learning,
computer vision, and artificial intelligence by
using robot sports as benchmark problems.
A second goal is to introduce students to state
of the art technologies and methodologies in
the areas mentioned above and to prepare
them for their future careers.

edge economy
At the conference, the vice president
for science and technology Sourena Sattari
elaborated on their cooperation with Iranian

Armed Forces.
In a knowledge economy, the main factor is human resources, which create value
added, he said. Thousands of talented and
educated entrepreneurs can benefit from
these facilities annually, he said.
Through this facilitation at the military
service, the country can efficiently benefit
from talented human resources, he added.
“I do hope we can fully benefit from this
facilitation and show that it has many benefits for the development of the country,”
Sattari added.
Expat experts are not an exception!
Those expat experts who are conscripts
can benefit from these facilities as soon as
they return to the country, Sattari explained.
There is no exception for this plan and
any Iranian talented and entrepreneur can
benefit from it in the country, he added.
According to the law, those conscripts who
are citizens in a foreign country for three years
can return Iran twice a year for duration of
three months, Kamali explained.
Besides, expats who have higher education
can come to the country with an invitation
issued by a ministry in order to give speech,
and hold educational courses, he added.
Regardless of university graduates’ grade
point average and the company’s profit margin
all workforce can benefit from this facility.

BTS radiation is monitored in Iran:
minister
TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN – The rad
e
s
k diation level of base
transceiver station (BTS) is persistently controlled in different cities of
the country, the communication and
information technology minister told
IRNA on Saturday.
A BTS is a piece of equipment that facilitates wireless communication between
user equipment (UE) and a network.
There is no concern about the increase in number of BTS in urban area,
he said.
Although the misuse of such instrument
threatens the health of citizens, however,
the radiation level is standardized by the
Communication Regulatory Authority,
he said.
Up to now, no violation is reported about
the high level of radiation by the telecommunications equipment and antenna in

any cities of Iran, he said.
He also explained about the integrated
project of cell towers of three main mobile
operators in Iran in near future.
The project has already done in Mashhad
and Kish Island, Azari Jahromi announced.
According to a study published on
emf-portal.org, most of the health complaints such as nausea, headache, dizziness, irritability, discomfort, nervousness,
depression, sleep disturbance, memory
loss and lowering of libido were statistically more often reported by residents
living near a base station (less than 300
m distance) compared to those living
in a distance of more than 300 m to a
base station.
The authors suggested that mobile
phone base stations should not be sited
closer than 300 m to residences to minimize exposure of the residents.

Green is clean: How technology can help control air pollution
Electric Cars
One of the biggest contributors to air pollution are the emissions pumped into the air by cars that run on petrol or diesel.
Nobody really knows just how many cars there are being used
on roads globally, but to give some perspective, a report by the
Macquarie Bank suggests that in 2016, 88.1 million cars and
small commercial vehicles were sold worldwide.
We are, of course, already aware that Elon Musk et al, are
developing technologies to help combat this. The electric car has
been around for some time now and sales are rocketing. Recode
ran an article in April, titled “Tesla is now worth more than
Ford after delivering a record number of cars for the quarter”.
Welcome news to those who are concerned about air pollution and the wider issues of global warming.
Cleaner industry
The biggest contributions to air pollution and global warming comes in the form of industry. Factories, processing plants
and refineries pollute the air through fossil fuel emissions that
contain carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide.
The result is not only poorer air quality, but ozone depletion, acid rain and climate change and so, what is being done
to combat the negative effects of industry? Let us discuss this
in more detail below.

Wind turbines and solar energy are among the forms of
renewable energy that are being used in order to replace fossil
fuels, but they are not the only strategy being put into place.
Making the places that are still reliant on fossil fuels cleaner
is important, particularly when one takes the point that they
are not going to disappear overnight.
Pollution control systems
Companies who provide air pollution control systems are
playing a vital role in helping curb emissions. Such systems act
as a type of filter, if you will, extracting harmful and unwanted elements from the emissions made by industrial plants at
source. Several types of system are available including odour
control, soluble contamination capture and recovery, as well
as air pollution controls systems. This kind of technology is
to be applauded, as a holistic approach is very much what is
called for moving forward and helping to reduce and solve
the issue at hand.
Food production and packaging
There are several issues associated with food production
and packaging that factor in to air pollution and environmental
debate.
The farming of cattle, for example, is one of the areas regularly
cited as having a major impact because of the amount of water

What does change agent means?

A change agent, or agent of change, is
someone who promotes and enables
change to happen within any group or
organization.
In business, a change agent is an individual who promotes and supports a new way
of doing something within the company,
whether it’s the use of a new process, the
adoption of a new management structure
or the transformation of an old business
model to a new one.
A change agent is sometimes also
called an agent of change or change advocate. Champion and change agent are
sometimes used interchangeably, as well;
however, some see differences between
the roles each one plays in supporting
change, with a change agent having more
responsibilities and accountability than
a champion for ensuring that change
happens successfully.

Internal vs. external change agents
Managers and executives are often expected to be change agents within their
organizations. However, change agents are
not limited to high-ranking employees. A
change agent can be a lower tier worker with
the right mix of skills, characteristics and
authority to shepherd others through the
transformation. A change agent can also
be someone outside the organization; an
external change agent is often a consultant
hired to help with a change effort.
Although a change agent can come from
various positions within or outside an organization, a successful change agent is
generally one who is well-respected by the
individuals impacted by the organizational change, and one who is well-informed
about the various facets of the project, the
organization and the individuals involved.
(Source: techtarget.com)

it requires, pollution from animal dung and land use. These
issues and the health implications of eating meat and dairy
have seen a dramatic rise in the numbers of people turning to
a vegan diet, hoping to redress the balance somewhat.
Food packaging, however, is the area where technology
may be able to make a significant impact. The development
of technology in food packaging will see a prolonged shelf life
for food and is made from eco friendly materials – grapefruit
seed extract being just one of them.
Government and environmental programs
These include the United states Environmental protection
agency (EPA) the international Energy agency (IEA) are governing bodies who are set up to help protect human health and
the environment by writing and enforcing regulations based
on laws by the congress.
Whilst the IEA was set up after the oil crisis to meet the
energy organizations needs in the wake of this. There are many
others sets up that will separately tackle a different issue such
as the IUCN which works in the field of nature conservation
and sustainable use of natural resources. There are also several
non-government organizations that are involved in environmental
management, lobbying, advocating and conservation efforts.
(Source: conserve-energy-future.com)

Days 1-30: The start-up checklist

Wouldn’t it be great if there was a start-up
cheat sheet for budding business owners?
Well, now there is!
With the help of some of the country’s
top start-up businesses, we’ve compiled
an essential checklist of the key tasks and
activities that need to be considered in the
first 100 days of starting any business.
As most people aren’t familiar with the
steps to start a business, this checklist covers
everything you need to know pre-launch
and post-launch; from market research
to domain names and business banking.
If you’ve got a business idea, then this
checklist will help ensure your start-up
hits the ground running…
Consider a co-founder
On Startups, we’ve profiled a number
of successful sole founder and co-founder businesses so there’s no one “right”
path but Laundrapp co-founder Ed Relf

advocates getting a co-founder on board.
Don’t be reluctant to get others involved
and give up a stake in the company, he
says. 100% of a business worth nothing
is nothing.
Three is a magic number and a great
basis for a founding team as it allows for
a healthy mix of skill sets and – for the
more ambitious start-up – de-risks the
investment for would-be future backers
who are often put off by the perceived
high risk of solo founders. Onfido COO
Eamon Jubbawy also believes that three
“is the magic number” for co-founders:
“Businesses require creativity, planning
and implementation; having someone
who comes up with the ideas, someone
who plans them out and someone who
makes them happen allows each of us to
focus on one of those things.”
(Source: startups.co.uk)
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Scientist claims global warming
does not cause wildfires
These burn forests, houses and other
structures, displace thousands of people
and animals, and cause major disruptions
in people’s lives. The huge burden of simply
firefighting has become a year-round task
costing billions of dollars, let alone the cost
of the destruction. The smoke veil can extend
hundreds or even thousands of miles, affecting
air quality and visibility. To many people, it
has become very clear that human-induced
climate change plays a major role by greatly
increasing the risk of wildfire.
Yet it seems the role of climate change
is seldom mentioned in many or even most
news stories about the multitude of fires and
heat waves. In part this is because the issue of
attribution is not usually clear. The argument
is that there have always been wildfires, and
how can we attribute any particular wildfire
to climate change?
As a climate scientist, I can say this is the
wrong framing of the problem. Global warming
does not cause wildfires. The proximate cause
is often human carelessness (cigarette butts,
camp fires not extinguished properly, etc.),
or natural, from “dry lightning” whereby a
thunderstorm produces lightning but little
rain. Rather, global warming exacerbates
the conditions and raises the risk of wildfire.
Huge complexity and variability
Even so, there is huge complexity and
variability from one fire to the next, and
hence the attribution can become complex.
Instead, the way to think about this is from

the standpoint of basic science — in this
case, physics.
The composition of the atmosphere is

changing from human activities: There has
been over a 40 percent increase in carbon
dioxide, mainly from fossil fuel burning since

As these gases build up, more of this
energy, mostly in the form of heat, remains
in our atmosphere. The energy raises
the temperature of the land, oceans and
atmosphere, melts ice, thaws permafrost, and
fuels the water cycle through evaporation.

the 1800s, and over half of the increase is since
1985. Other heat-trapping gases (methane,
nitrous oxide, etc.) are also increasing in
concentration in the atmosphere from
human activities. The rates are accelerating,
not declining (as hoped for with the Paris
agreement).
Heat-trapping gases in the atmosphere
act as a blanket and inhibit the infrared
radiation — that is, heat from the Earth —
from escaping back into space to offset the
continual radiation coming from the sun.
The energy raises temperature
As these gases build up, more of this energy,
mostly in the form of heat, remains in our
atmosphere. The energy raises the temperature
of the land, oceans and atmosphere, melts
ice, thaws permafrost, and fuels the water
cycle through evaporation.
Moreover, we can estimate Earth’s energy
imbalance quite well: It amounts to about 1
watt per square meter, or about 500 terawatts
globally.
While this factor is small compared with
the natural flow of energy through the system,
which is 240 watts per square meter, it is
large compared with all other direct effects of
human activities. For instance, the electrical
power generation in the U.S. last year averaged
0.46 terawatts.
The extra heat is always the same sign and
it is spread across the globe. Accordingly,
where this energy accumulates matters.
(Source: Newsweek)

Thousands of exotic “topological” materials discovered through sweeping search
The already buzzing field of topological physics
could be about to explode. For the first time, researchers have systematically scoured through
entire databases of materials in search of ones
that harbor topological states — exotic phases
of matter that have fascinated physicists for
a decade. The results show that thousands
of known materials probably have topological properties — and perhaps up to 24% of
materials in all.
Previously, researchers knew of just a few
hundred topological materials, and only around
a dozen have been studied in detail.
“I’m shocked by the number,” says Reyes
Calvo, an experimental physicist at the nanoGUNE Cooperative Research Center in San
Sebastián, Spain.
In late July, several teams posted preprints
detailing their scans of tens of thousands of

materials and their predicted topological classifications, which are based on algorithms
that use a material’s chemistry and symmetry to calculate their properties. Two teams
have already integrated their algorithms into
searchable databases.
The resulting haul of topological materials
could bring scientists closer to finding practical
applications for these exotic phases — which
have the potential to revolutionize electronics
and catalysis.
With unusual properties
The “more materials with unusual properties we know, the more chance there will
be of a breakthrough,” says Oleg Yazyev, a
physicist at the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology in Lausanne.
Topological materials derive their unusual
features from their topology. In mathematics,

this branch studies objects that have spatial
properties that remain unchanged when they
are smoothly deformed and not torn. In materials, topology applies not to the shape of
a solid object but to the geometry of an abstract description of its electrons’ quantum
states. Their topological nature means these
states are resistant to change, and so stable
to temperature fluctuations and physical
distortion — features that could make them
useful in devices.
The electronic properties of these materials
are also unusual, and physicists have been
investigating one class, known as topological
insulators, since it was first experimentally
seen in crystals of bismuth antimony in 2008.
Topological insulators are strange because
they consist mostly of insulating material, yet
their surfaces are great conductors. And be-

cause currents on the surface can be controlled
using magnetic fields, physicists think they
could find uses in energy-efficient ‘spintronic’
devices, which encode information in a kind of
intrinsic magnetism of particles known as spin.
The newly released catalogues classify all
non-magnetic materials with known crystal
structures by their topology, using methods
published last year. Until now, physicists had
largely relied on complex theoretical calculations to predict whether a specific material
should harbor topological states. But in 2017,
teams led by Andrei Bernevig, a physicist at
Princeton University in New Jersey, and
Ashvin Vishwanath, at Harvard University
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, separately
pioneered approaches that greatly speed up
the search process.
(Source: The NYT)

Europe’s intensity of heatwave causing flamingoes to lay eggs for the first time: study
The heatwave that has swept Europe over
the summer may not be very pleasant for
the human population, but rare pink tropical birds at a nature reserve in southwest
England sure seem excited.
Officials at Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust
(WWT) Slimbridge, a wetland wildlife reserve in Gloucestershire, said in a statement
Thursday that six Andean flamingos laid eggs
for the first time in 15 years. It happened as
the sweltering temperatures — which have
recently surpassed or are threatening to
surpass record highs — started to remind
the creatures of the hot, humid summers
in their natural habitat.
Wildlife officials said they replaced the
eggs with viable ones from Chilean flamingos — “their near-relatives” — so that both
the mother and father birds could watch the
chicks hatch and then go on to raise them.
However, officials said, the flamingo
mothers were given only a few viable eggs
“so as to encourage the other birds to lay
more eggs, in the hope one might be fertile.”
Mark Roberts, aviculture manager at
Slimbridge, said it’s “enriching for the birds.”
The desired effect
“It’s a wonderful and welcome surprise
that the Andeans have started laying again
after nearly two decades,” he said in the statement. “We’ve been encouraging the flock by

helping them to build nests but there’s no
doubt that the recent heat has had the desired
effect. Unfortunately none of the eggs were
viable so with the Andeans in full parenting
mode we gave them Chilean chicks to bring

up as their own.”
Andean flamingos, or Phoenicoparrus
andinus, are native to the Andean plateaus of
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile and Peru, according
to the International Union for Conservation

of Nature’s Red List of Threatened Species.
According to Cornell University’s Lab
of Ornithology, these long yellow-legged
birds with black-tipped beaks and characteristically pink feathers have been breeding
at “consistently low” rates. It is estimated
that only 38,000 to 39,000 of them are in
existence today, it added, “making this the
rarest species of flamingo.”
The IUCN Red List said the creature is
listed as “vulnerable” because “it has undergone a rapid population decline over the
past three generations, owing to exploitation
and declines in habitat quality. Exploitation
has now decreased and recent survey data
suggest that the population is now stable;
however, it remains much depleted compared
with past numbers.”
The recent heat wave, it seems, was paramount in encouraging WWT’s Andean flamingos to produce eggs.
Mark McCarthy, who manages the Met
Office National Climate Information Center,
said in a statement last monththat the United Kingdom experienced record-breaking
heat in May and had its second-hottest June.
Then, the mean temperature in July hit nearly
63 degrees Fahrenheit, though on July 26,
temperatures in Faversham, a market town
in Kent, reached 95 degrees, according to
the center.
(Source: sciencealert.com)

597k Tons of Goods Transacted at IME: CEO
About 597,000 tons of various types of commodities were
transacted at Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), the Public
Relations Dept. of the company reported.
About 597,567 tons of various kinds of goods, valued
at more than 15,564 billion rials, were transacted in Iran
Mercantile Exchange on August 9.
With due observance to the said issue, 156,334 tons of
industrial and mineral products, valued at 5,190 billion
rials, was transacted in the recent week, the report added.

In the same direction, 12,585 tons of copper, 143,600 tons
of steel, 4 kg of gold bullion, 12 tons concentrate of precious
metals and also 140 tons of molybdenum concentrate were
purchased by customers at Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME).
Also, 311,990 tons of various kinds of petrochemical
and oil products, valued at 8,505 billion rials, were sold at
Iran Mercantile Exchange in the same period.
Moreover, 90,429 tons of bitumen, 59,152 tons of polymer
products, 52,176 tons of chemicals, 1,680 tons of sulfur,

713 tons of vegetable oil, 270 tons of humid insulation,
85,500 tons of vacuum bottom, 1,000 tons of slaps wax
and also 21,000 tons of lube cut were transacted at Iran
Mercantile Exchange in the same period.
With due observance to the said issue, 94,607 tons of
various types of agricultural products, valued at more than
1,834 billion rials, was also transacted at this market, the
Public Relations Dept. of Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME)
reported.

SINA Bank Offers Loans to Spur Rural Employment

To spur employment in rural areas of
the country, SINA Bank offered loans
and facilities to the underprivileged and
disadvantaged people in the provinces of
Markazi, Lorestan and Qom, the Public
Relations Dept. of the bank reported.
In line with living up to its commitments
in the field of social responsibilities and
executing provisions of Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) inked between

President’s Deputy for the Development of
Deprived and Rural Areas, SINa Bank has
paid several facilities and loans for spurring
employment in rural areas.
According to this report, the bank has
thus far paid the amount of 632 billion
rials loans for 1,314 job-seeking people in
line with spurring employment, so that
97 projects introduced in these provinces
have been put into operation, costing 340

billion rials.
In the same direction, the bank has paid
1,343 billion rials worth of loan to people
of the provinces of Markazi, Lorestan and
Qom up by August 6, 2018 in line with
helping development of employment in
the rural areas.
In the same direction, 632 billion rials
worth of loans has been paid with the
possibility of generation of employment for

1,314 job-seeking people, the report added.
It should be noted that SINA Bank
started granting facilities and loans to jobyielding projects in the rural areas as of 2015
following signing and sealing cooperation
agreement with the President’s Deputy Office
for the Development of Employment in
Rural Areas and also Alavi Foundation,
the Public Relations Dept. of the bank
concluded.
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NASA launches daring Solar
Probe mission to kiss the sun
A historic and audacious mission to probe some of the sun’s
deepest secrets is underway.
NASA’s Parker Solar Probe lifted off on August 12 at 03:31
A.M. EDT (0731 GMT) from a pad here at Cape Canaveral
Air Force Station, its powerful United Launch Alliance Delta
IV Heavy rocket carving an arc of orange flame into the
predawn sky.
If all goes according to plan, the Parker Solar Probe will
end up traveling faster than any craft ever has, and getting
unprecedentedly close to the sun; indeed, it will fly through

our star’s outer atmosphere, known as the corona.
And the measurements the probe makes there will reveal
key insights about our star’s inner workings that have eluded
scientists for decades.
“It’s going to be absolutely phenomenal,” NASA Chief
Scientist Jim Green told space.com. “We’ve been wanting
to do this for 60 years, ever since Eugene Parker got up and
said, ‘I believe the sun is outgassing.’”
That prediction was met with much skepticism back in
the 1950s, but time proved Parker, a pioneering University
of Chicago astrophysicist, right.
We now know that outgassing as the solar wind, the stream
of charged particles that flows constantly from the sun.
And Parker, who turned 91 in June, became the first living
person ever to have a NASA mission named after him.
(Source: space.com)

New substrates make it
possible to routinely detect
one molecule in a million
SERS, an extremely sensitive laboratory method of analyzing
chemical composition, is set to become widespread decades
after its invention. The main obstacle that has been slowing
down the development of this promising research technique, the
poor quality of the substrate on which samples are applied, is
now disappearing. New substrates, guaranteeing repeatability
of measurements and the appropriate signal enhancement, are
now available thanks to scientists from the Institute of Physical
Chemistry of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw.
Another qualitative leap in the techniques of detecting small
amounts of chemical compounds will most likely involve Surface
Enhanced Raman Spectroscopy (SERS). SERS is a technique
that has been known for decades, with a potentially brilliant
future. There are, for example, ideas for Raman microscopes
capable of tracking individual chemical molecules without their
prior marking which is so onerous e.g. in modern fluorescence
microscopy.
The wide use of SERS has so far been radically limited due to
the poor quality of the substrates on which the test solution had
to be applied in order to obtain adequate signal enhancement.
At the Institute of Physical Chemistry of the Polish Academy of
Sciences (IPC PAS) in Warsaw, prototype substrates meeting all
the requirements necessary to transform SERS into a routine,
common laboratory technique were presented as far back as
several years ago.
Now, after further improvements and tests, new substrates,
with ISO standards, are becoming available to all interested
parties thanks to the SERSitive initiative operating within the
IPC PAS, financed by the Polish National Centre for Research
and Development. Interestingly, the production and distribution
of SERSitive substrates that is just beginning will not be carried
out in a separate company, but as part of the statutory activities
of the IPC PAS.
(Source: eurekalert.org)

Scientists record cell’s
history in real-time with
evolving genetic barcodes
A new method uses evolving genetic barcodes to actively record the process of cell division in developing mice, enabling
the lineage of every cell in a mouse’s body to be traced back
to its single-celled origin. This approach enables scientists
to pinpoint where and when different cells arise and how
closely related different cell types are to each other, allowing
unprecedented insight into the journey from zygote to adult.
As a mouse develops, every cell inherits hgRNA sequence
mutations from its parent cell and acquires its own unique
mutations that it then passes on to its offspring cells. By comparing the pattern of mutations between cells in different
parts of the body (lungs, liver, and neurons, in this image),
scientists can determine when those parts developed, and
how closely related they are to each other.
Tracing how and when those 26 billion cells arise from
one zygote is the grand challenge of developmental biology,
a field that has so far only been able to capture and analyze
snapshots of the development process.
Now, a new method developed by scientists at the Wyss
Institute and Harvard Medical School (HMS) finally brings
that daunting task into the realm of possibility using evolving
genetic barcodes that actively record the process of cell division in developing mice, enabling the lineage of every cell in
a mouse’s body to be traced back to its single-celled origin.
“Current lineage-tracking methods can only show snapshots
in time, because you have to physically stop the development
process to see how the cells look at each stage, almost like
looking at individual frames of a motion picture,” said senior
author George Church, Ph.D., who is a Founding Core Faculty
member at the Wyss Institute, Professor of Genetics at HMS,
and Professor of Health Sciences and Technology at Harvard
and MIT.
(Source: Science Daily)
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Extremely high PM level
pollution closes offices in
southeastern Iran
ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN – Particulate matters (PM) cond
e
s
k centration peaking at 12 times the safe levels,
led to the closure of offices in Rigan county, southeastern Kerman
province, on Sunday, Rigan’s deputy governor has said.
PM concentration has also caused respiratory problems for
the residents, as some 27 residents have referred to the medical
centers, Alireza Gholamshah said, IRNA reported.

Due to the intensity of PM concentration, roads linking 15 villages were blocked and residents of 90 villages in the city were
surrounded by sandy soil, he added.
He went on to say that the forces of the Road Maintenance
Organization and the Red Crescent Society have been dispatched
to reopen the roads.
So far, some 16 villages are depopulated due to the severe PM
concentration, while a total of 150 villages are suffering sand and
dust storm, he concluded.

Popular Western Australia
penguin population reel from
climate change, human impact
A major penguin colony that forms a top island attraction in Western Australia and the largest of its kind in that part of the world is
being threatened by climate change and human impact, according
to latest research.
There are about 1,000 little penguins on the state’s popular
Penguin Island but the population has already halved in the past
decade, amid rising sea temperatures and changing weather conditions that have affected the species’ breeding cycles, researcher
Belinda Cannell told local media.
“We see a lot of variation in the timing and the success of breeding,
but ... the breeding success has been much lower than in previous
years,” the ABC news channel quoted Cannell as saying on Sunday
(Aug 12).
An ocean heatwave that hit the coast seven years ago destroyed
several small fish species that make up the penguins’ diet and they
have had to travel significantly further from the island to find food,
said Cannell.
More severe storms are also eroding penguin nesting areas and
hotter summers are killing the aquatic birds, the channel quoted
marine park coordinator Melissa Evans as saying.
The changing natural conditions may be difficult to mitigate but
better managing human activity on the island can help the penguins,
which attracts more than 100,000 visitors to the island every year,
said Cannell. About one-quarter of the penguin deaths are due to
boat injuries, she said.
“Reducing impacts in the water, try and make people aware the
penguins are out there and their boating, they need to be slowing
down and be aware the penguins are often just a meter under the
surface of the water and they’re difficult to see.”
Environmental authorities are also working with local communities to improve the birds’ habitat including reducing the amount
of plastics, said Evans.
“Because it’s a popular tourist location as well, it’s important for
us to try to balance people being able to use the island for recreation,
but also conserving the environment so the wildlife is still able to
use it successfully,” she said.
(Source: The Strait Times)

LEARN ENGLISH
Natural Disasters
Bob: Those are the headlines for today, and now for the international
weather report with Mike Sanderson.
Mike: Thank you, Bob! This past week has been the beginning of
Armageddon for many, a series of unprecedented meteorological
events occurred around the world. In Switzerland, a major
avalanche was reported in the Alps. Fortunately, no one was
injured. Due to the extreme cold this winter, a blizzard has
struck the US Midwest, causing classes in schools and universities
to be temporarily canceled.
Mike: Moving to Latin American, Ecuador has suffered a sixmonth drought that has not only affected farming, but has also
forced the closure of the hydroelectric power plant that provides
electricity for the entire country. In Chile, a major earthquake that
registered seven point five on the Richter scale struck the southern
region. Losses are reported to be in the billions. Authorities have
not yet released an official statement.
Bob: Not a great week for the world! Any good news?
Mike: I’m afraid not, Bob. One of the major volcanoes in Mexico
has erupted, causing major floods and landslides in the region.
Meanwhile, Mexico ’s coast has been hit by hurricane Liliana and
officials say that all the seismic activity leads them to believe
that a tsunami may hit Central America, affecting Honduras,
Guatemala and Panama. That’s all the news we have for today, but
stay tuned for updates on the six o’clock news. Back to you Bob.

Key vocabulary

blizzard: great snow
drought: a prolonged period of scanty rainfall
hurricane: very big rain and wind storm
seismic activity: something that tech relating to or caused
by an earthquake
tsunami: a large sea wave produced by an earthquake

Supplementary vocabulary

hail: small pieces of ice that fall from the sky instead of rain
tornado: A strong whirl of air that moves quickly
typhoon: A tropical cyclone occurring in the western Pacific
or Indian oceans
hurricane: A severe tropical cyclone having winds greater than
one hundred kilometers per hour
heat wave: A period of unusually hot weather

S O C I E T Y

AUGUST 13, 2018

DOE asks govt. body to help
restore Anzali wetland

ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — The chief of the Department
d
e
s
k of Environment (DOE) Issa Kalantari has
put in a request to the head of the Budget and Planning
Organization Mohammad Baqer Nobakht to financially
support a scheme proposed by researchers to revive the
endangered Anzali wetland.
Covering more than 19,000 hectares, the wetland is
located near the northern port city of Bandar Anzali,
neighboring the Caspian Sea. The wetland was designated as a Ramsar site on June 23, 1975. It is fed by
several rivers and separated from the Caspian Sea by
a dune system. The lagoon is home to submerged and
floating vegetation and also extensive reed beds. It bears
international importance in terms of breeding, staging
and wintering water birds.
“Restoration of Anzali Wetland by means of bioremediation using domestic technologies” the is scheme
proposed by researchers at Isfahan Science and Technology Town which is approved by DOE, ISNA news
agency reported on Saturday.
Bioremediation is a process that uses living organisms, mostly microorganisms and plants, to degrade
and reduce or detoxify waste products and pollutants.
In a letter to the head of Budget and Planning Organization, Kalantari has requested the organization to
allot necessary budget to get the project off the ground
to restore the wetland.
“Sediment deposition in the wetland is posing a significant threat to it, and is increasing chances of its
total disappearance in the near future,” the letter reads.
“Over the past few years some measures have been
taken to reduce the negative effects of sediments in the
wetland but none have produced any tangible results.
“Thankfully, owing to the knowledge-based companies
endeavors a new method of bioremediation is developed
which is also compatible with ecological characteristics
of the wetland.
“The schemes has been piloted successfully and can
reduce the sediments in the wetland within three years
should the Budget and Planning Organization allocate
the budget.”
Kalantari has finally emphasized that all other projects
launched to restore the wetland should be coordinated
with the aforesaid project.
The water level of Anzali wetland has dramatically
reduced due to decreased precipitation. As per the reports
published by Iran’s Meteorological Organization, the
average precipitation of Gilan Province has dropped 23.2

Sediment deposition in the wetland is posing a significant
threat to Anzali wetland, and is increasing chances of
its total disappearance in the near future. Over the past
few years some measures have been taken to reduce the
negative effects of sediments in the wetland but none
have produced any tangible results.
percent from September 23, 2017 to December 25, 2017
compared to the corresponding period a year before that.
The report also indicated that the mean precipitation
of the province in long run has reduced by 9 percent.
Additionally degradations such as change in water
level of the Caspian Sea, sedimentation, and water pollution caused the wetland to be enlisted in the Montreux

Record in 1993.
According to the official website of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, Montreux Record is part of the
Ramsar Convention which lists the wetlands “Where
changes in ecological character have occurred, are occurring, or are likely to occur as a result of technological
developments, pollution or other human interference.”

24/7 LEZ scheme aims to help combat air pollution in Tehran
ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN —Low Emisd
e
s
k sion Zone (LEZ), a traffic
pollution charge scheme, will become operational twenty four-seven across Tehran
as of the beginning of [the seventh Iranian
calendar month of] Aban (October 23), in a
bid to help fight air pollution in the megacity.
Once the scheme takes effect, all vehicles
which do not have up-to-date inspection stickers, which guarantee standard emission levels, will be fined, ISNA news agency quoted
Mohsen Pourseyyed Aqaei, deputy mayor
of Tehran for traffic and transport affairs as
saying on Sunday.
The scheme will be implemented with the
aim of reducing the exhaust gas emissions
of diesel-powered commercial vehicles in
the capital in order to address air pollution
especially during cold seasons. Vehicles that
do not conform to more stringent emission
standards are charged and the others can enter
the controlled zone free of charge.
Pourseyyed Aqaei explained that all trucks
are required to have waybill as well as vehicle
inspection stickers to be allowed to ply the
city or they will be fined.
Additionally, all buses, must have vehicle
inspection since the beginning of autumn,
he highlighted.
So far some 88 percent of the buses have
passed vehicle inspection and some 700 of
them are repaired, he noted, adding that, it is
projected that some 95 percent of the buses
will undergo inspection procedures by the
beginning of autumn.
Elsewhere in his remarks he explained
that two Iranian companies will convert 50
percent of the motorcycles from carbureted to

fuel injection since October 23 which would
cut emission produced by these motorcycles
by two-thirds.
This would cost less than 10 million rials
(nearly $240) and Tehran Municipality will
partially cover the expenses of this scheme,
he stated.
However, he added that it is not possible
to replace all motorcycles in the capital with
electric ones within 6 months or a year.
Pourseyyed Aqaei further commented on
transit-oriented development (TOD) saying
that there is TOD committee at municipality traffic and transport affairs directorate
which aim to increase spaces for cycling,
and pedestrian areas.
In urban planning, a transit-oriented development is a type of urban development

that maximizes the amount of residential,
business and leisure space within walking
distance of public transport.
He also noted that in near future some
5,000 bicycles will be available for Tehrani
citizens to use free of charge everywhere
at any time.
Stubborn air pollution in Tehran
According to World Health Organization 2016 report, Tehran is one of the most
air polluted cities in the world. Tehran is
ranked 12th among 26 megacities in terms
of ambient PM10 levels. After Cairo, Tehran
is the most polluted non-Asian megacity.
In 2016, the annual ambient level of PM10
was estimated at 77 micrograms per cubic
meter. This is almost four times the WHO’s
recommended threshold of 20 micrograms

per cubic meter.
Using the Global Burden of Disease (GBD)
methodology and Integrated Exposure-Response (IER) functions, as outlined by the
recent World Bank-Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) publication the
research indicates that slightly more than
4,000 people die prematurely from ambient
PM2.5 air pollution in Tehran per year.
According to a report by World Bank
published in April 2018 there are about
4.24 million vehicles in Tehran. Cars are
the largest vehicle type, with a total fleet of
3.37 million, or 80 percent of all vehicles. The
second largest category, in terms of sheer
numbers, are motorcycles, amounting to a
total of 0.76 million, or 18 percent of total
vehicles. The smallest category is heavy-duty
vehicles, with a total of 0.1 million vehicles,
or about 2 percent of total vehicles in the
streets of Tehran.
Even though cars are the most abundant
and the most congestion-causing vehicle type
on the streets of the capital, they only contribute about 3 percent of the city’s mobile
PM pollution. Similarly, despite motorcycles
being the most pollution intensive vehicle per
passenger, they only contribute to about 12
percent of the total mobile PM emissions. In
turn, heavy-duty vehicles contribute about
85 percent to mobile PM emissions. Amongst
heavy-duty vehicles, private sector buses (35
percent), followed by Tehran municipal buses
(28 percent), and trucks (28 percent), contribute the largest shares to the pollution
load. Heavy-duty vehicles mostly run on
diesel, which has a much higher PM emissions factor than petroleum or natural gas.
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اهواز گرمترین شهر کشور/ درجهای دما در ایران1.3 افزایش

Temperature rises across Iran, Ahvaz hits
record high
Iran has experienced an average 1.3 degrees on the Celsius scale temperature
rise during the past 10 months (September 23, 2017 to July 22, 2018) compared
to the long-term mean with Ahvaz setting the record for the country’s hottest
city, the director of the national center for drought and crisis management,
affiliated to Meteorological Organization, has said.
Over the 10 past months all Iranian provinces have faced an increase in
temperature, Sadeq Ziaeian said, ISNA reported on Saturday.

PREFIX/SUFFIX

 مــاه گذشــته۱۰  ایــران در:رییــس مرکــز ملــی خشکســالی و مدیریــت بحــران ســازمان هواشناســی گفــت
 همچنیــن در مــاه. بیــش از یــک درجــه افزایــش دمــا داشــته اســت،نســبت بــه شــاخصهای بلندمــدت
. درجــه ســانتیگراد بــه عنــوان گرمتریــن شــهر معرفــی میشــود۵۳ گذشــته اهــواز بــا ثبــت دمــای
 مــاه گذشــته اشــاره و اظهــار۱۰ صــادق ضیاییــان در گفتوگــو بــا ایســنا بــه وضعیــت دمایــی کشــور طــی
کلیــه اســتانها۱۳۹۷  (ابتــدای ســال زراعــی) تــا پایــان تیرمــاه ســال۱۳۹۶  از اول مهرمــاه ســال:کــرد
.افزایــش دمــا را تجربــه کردهانــد

PHRASAL VERB

IDIOM

“-ory”

Join in something

Cast a wide net

Meaning: relating to
For example: This small town is the unlikely home of
the world’s single greatest repository of these materials.

Meaning: to take part in something with another
group, company, or organization
For example: We would be eager to join in projects
of that sort.

Explanation: to cover an extensive area or use a wide
range of sources
For example: The hospital cast a wide net in their
search for compatible donors.
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Colorful dreams end; will world finally
react to Saudi carnage in Yemen?
1

A flash back

On Thursday a bus carrying a group of
young Yemeni school children attending
summer classes of the Holy Qur’an from a
summer camp was hit by an airstrike conducted by the House of Saud regime-led coalition
in a busy market area in the northern Majz
District, in Sa’ada governorate.
According to the area’s Health Ministry, 50 people were killed and 77 injured in
the strike. The International Committee for
the Red Cross said a hospital it supports in
northern Sa’ada governorate had received
29 bodies of “mainly children” younger than
15, and 40 injured, including 30 children.
Johannes Bruwer, the head of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
delegation to Yemen, said in a tweet that
most of those killed by the airstrike were
children less than 10 years of age.
UNICEF (United Nations Children’s
Fund) called the Saudi regime airstrike “a
low point in the country’s brutal war” waged
by the House of Saud regime.
And finally the United Nations Secretary
General Antonio Guterres condemned the
deadly airstrike, calling for an independent
investigation into the case.

Back to the scene

Well everything seems to be on the
right track, the remaining boys are taken
to hospital, the streets are cleaned of blood
stains and debris, the shop keepers are back
to business and a funeral procession was
held for the dead people, and of course the
world bodies including the United Nations,
International Committee of the Red Cross
and the United Nations Children’s Fund
condemned the massacre. IS that it?
Imagine the scene once more, with all
its details. Remember the Children with
their wandering eyes, still dizzy from the
loud explosion … What if you knew one
of the boys? Maybe one of them was your
nephew, student, your son’s friend or even
your own son. I do not want to disturb you
at all but this tragedy happens every day
in Yemen, not exactly the same but it takes
place in many ugly ways that sometimes
put in shadow the Islamic State in Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terrorist outfit’s
crimes. If the Thursday school bus incident
in Yemen would have happened to you or
yours would you keep silence? Would you
still react the same? I do not intend to judge
or try to imply anything, however it made
me feel deeply sad and think to what undone
sin these school boys fell victim to? Such
incident may even turn a law abiding citizen
with probably couple of medals from the
City Hall or the mayor into a blood thirsty
terrorist looking for vendetta.
I want to draw your attention to the point
that such attacks that turn weddings into
funerals, schools and parks into graveyards
and leave thousands of defenseless people
traumatized is committed by the House of
Saud regime and its allies including the
United Arab Emirates (UAE). The Saudi
regime is the custodian of the most sacred
sites in Islam, the Great Mosque of Mecca
(al-Haram Mosque/the Sacred Mosque) in

the holy city of Mecca and the Prophet’s
Mosque (al-Masjid an-Nabawi) in the holy
city of Medina. The Saudi regime claims
it’s a regime that follows and practices the
true Islam and Islamic teachings and cares
about the human rights.
Pundits say there are many controversies regarding the Islam that is interpreted and preached by the Saudi regime
preachers which is practiced by almost all
terrorist outfits like the ISIL, al-Qaeda,
al-Shabaab and … the list goes on. Each
and every one in this planet knows killing
a human is forbidden. It has nothing to
do with the religion, clan or sect that you
follow or practice, even if one person is an
atheist. Killing a human being is against
humanity. The question is how come a
Muslim state like Saudi Arabia and the
UAE wage a war on a defenseless Yemeni
women, children and men and kill them in
cold blood. Saudi Arabia claims to be an
Islamic State. Wahhabism is the version
of Islam that is practiced and preached in
the state. Wahhabism is also the version
that almost all terrorist groups practice
including the ISIL. The Saudi regime-led
coalition, waged a war on the poorest state
among Arab states, destroyed the country’s infrastructure and shamelessly denies
targeting civilians. The Saudi regime also
rejected a UN report last year that blacklisted Saudi Arabia for deaths and injuries
to children in the Yemen war.
The Saudi regime in a defiant statement,
has described the massacre as a “legitimate
action” to target missile launchers used by
Ansarullah (Houthi) movement fighters to
target the southern Saudi city of Jizan.
Even if what the Saudi regime authorities claim is true, are innocent children a
legitimate target? The children had a world
full of dreams that the Saudi regime war jets
destroyed in a matter of seconds.
There is also another aspect to the Saudi regime action. As many experts say it
is the Saudi regime itself that created the
ISIL terrorist outfit in the first place and
the notorious outfit is a brain child of the
Saudi regime Wahhabi school of thought.

Wahhabism

Wahhabism is an Islamic doctrine and
religious movement. Wahhabism is named
after an eighteenth-century preacher and
activist, Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Wahhab. The
alliance between followers of Abd al-Wahhab and Muhammad bin Saud’s successors
(the House of Saud) proved to be a durable
one. The House of Saud continued to maintain its politico-religious alliance with the
Wahhabi sect. Today Ibn Abd Al-Wahhab’s
teachings are the official, state-sponsored
form of Islam in Saudi Arabia. With the help
of funding from Saudi regime petroleum
exports, Wahhabism underwent “explosive
growth”. The United States State Department
has estimated that over the past four decades Riyadh has invested more than $10bn
(£6bn) into foundations in an attempt to
replace mainstream Sunni Islam with the
harsher, intolerant Wahhabism.
The majority of Sunni and Shia Muslims
worldwide disagree with the interpretation
of Wahhabism, and many Muslims denounce
them as a faction or a “vile sect”. Islamic
scholars, including those from the Al-Azhar
University, regularly denounce Wahhabism
with terms such as “Satanic faith”. Wahhabism has been accused of being “a source
of global terrorism”, inspiring the ideology of the ISIL, and for causing disunity in
Muslim communities by labelling Muslims
who disagreed with the Wahhabi definition
of monotheism as apostates and justifying
their killing.
The crimes perpetrated by the Saudi
regime-led coalition many times leads the
ISIL in terms of brutality and number, they
both practice Wahhabism.
A draft UN blacklist named the Saudi
regime-led military coalition for killing and
maiming children in Yemen. The Saudi coalition has killed hundreds of children in
Yemen, the UN report says.
However, according to diplomatic sources
the House of Saud regime piled pressure
on then UN chief Ban Ki-moon over the
blacklisting of the Saudi regime-led coalition
for killing children in Yemen, with Riyadh
threatening to cut Palestinian aid and funds
to other UN programs.
Finally, the United Nations announced

it had removed the Saudi coalition from a
child rights blacklist pending a joint review
by the world body and the coalition of cases
of child deaths and injuries during the war
it waged in Yemen.
That removal prompted angry reactions
from human rights groups, which accused
Ban of caving in to pressure from the petro-dollar rich state.
The bigger question is why there are
so many double standards applied by big
powers in dealing with certain issues? Why
the world bodies, including the UN come
short in ratifying a statement in condemning the Saudi regime atrocities in Yemen?
Why the Saudi regime’s name is taken out
of the child killing states of the UN? What
happens to the families of the victims? Is the
world losing its sense? There are many issues
surrounding the Yemen war but the most
important one is how the world will react to
the Saudi regime’s recent act of massacre.
The House of Saud regime along with
some of its allies, particularly the UAE, has
been waging a deadly war against impoverished Yemen since March 2015 in an attempt
to reinstall former fugitive president Abd
Rabbuh Mansur Hadi and crush the popular
Ansarullah movement.
The U.S. and Britain have been criticized
for providing logistical and military support
to the Saudi regime-led coalition.
Grief and anger has gripped Yemen’s
war-ravaged province of Sa’ada after the
Saudi regime-UAE military alliance bombed
the school bus carrying children.
The attack came a week after the Saudi-led airstrike hit a busy fish market and
the country’s largest hospital, al-Thawra, in
the port city of Hudaydah, killing 55 civilians
and wounding 170 others.
According to the UN the war Saudi regime-led war in Yemen is now the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis, with more than
22.2 million people -- three-quarters of the
population -- in desperate need of aid and
protection.
Yemen could also be facing its third
major cholera epidemic, especially around
Hudaydah, the World Health Organization
has warned.
Pundits say its naive to believe the Saudi
regime conducts all its crimes on its own. As
the result it has support from some other
countries and probably the green light to
kill. They also point out to the fact that the
world silence legitimizes the Saudi carnage
of the Yemeni people.
Perhaps we are getting used to violence.
Shedding the blood of school children, pregnant women and elders are getting a common
style of the aggressors and terrorist outfits.
First they invade your country, destroy its
infrastructure, rape children and women
and kill your compatriots and if one survives
he/she will be left homeless, hopeless and
soulless.
The Saudi regime has to answer not justify
its killings in Yemen. World bodies have to
react and seek answers. Only condemning
and issuing statements are worthless without action.
Actions speak louder than words.

Hundreds take to Charlottesville streets a year after far-right rally
Hundreds of students and left-wing activists took to the
streets of Charlottesville, Virginia, on Saturday, as a rally
to mark the anniversary of last year’s white nationalist
gathering turned largely into an anti-police protest.
With chants like, “Cops and Klan go hand in hand,” the
protesters’ criticisms of both police and the University of Virginia underscored the resentment that still exists a year after
torch-bearing neo-Nazis marched through campus, shouting
anti-Semitic messages and beating counterprotesters.
Several students said they were angry that the police
response was far larger this year compared with last year,
when people carrying tiki torches the white nationalist
rally went mostly unchecked.
At one point on Saturday, dozens of officers in riot gear
formed a line near where the rally was taking place, prompting many protesters to rush over yelling, “Why are you in
riot gear? We don’t see no riot here.”
The standoff ended without any clashes as organizers
urged the crowd to move away and begin marching off campus. Police, who appeared to be avoiding a confrontation,
rode bicycles ahead of the march to stop traffic.
The newly installed president of the University of Virginia,
James Ryan, apologized for the school’s inaction last year
while speaking at an event to memorialize the anniversary.
Saturday’s march capped a day of hope, grief, anger and
remembrance in Charlottesville, one year after the “Unite
the Right” rally brought racially charged street violence to
the scenic college town.
The organizer of last year’s rally, local blogger Jason

Kessler, has planned a sequel for Sunday in Washington
after being denied a permit in Charlottesville.
With hundreds of police maintaining a tight security
perimeter around a 15-block downtown area, Charlottesville’s normally bustling business district was relatively
quiet on Saturday. The buzz of a police helicopter overhead
was a constant throughout the day.
The massive police response was not welcomed by
everyone, including some residents and business owners
who complained that the restrictions were an overreaction.
The result, however, was a day largely devoid of conflict. Authorities arrested three men for minor offenses,
including a 64-year-old disabled man who appeared to
deliberately challenge the prohibition on certain items in
the secured area.

The man, John Miska, who was wearing a handgun
in a shoulder holster, visited a drugstore and purchased
razor blades, which qualified as contraband under the city’s
emergency declaration. The gun, however, was not banned,
based on state law.
When he refused an officer’s request to take the razors
to his car, he was arrested for disorderly conduct.
“This is the loss of our constitutional rights here in
Charlottesville,” he shouted, as officers led him away in
plastic hand ties.
A group of anti-fascist protesters, sometimes known
as “Antifa,” marched in the afternoon, carrying signs with
messages like “Good Night White Pride.” They stopped
to pay their respects at the corner where a local woman,
Heather Heyer, was killed when an Ohio man drove his car
into a crowd of counterprotesters following last year’s rally.
While some businesses closed for the weekend, many
merchants remained open in a show of solidarity.
“It’s my town, and I’m not afraid,” said Karen Walker,
whose floral shop Hedge was open on Saturday even though
she did not expect much business. Outside her front door,
a bucket of freshly cut flowers was available for passersby
to take for free.
Many local residents also made a point of coming downtown to mark the anniversary. Kathe Falzer, 67, changed
a flight to California so she could spend Saturday in town.
“I felt the need to be here and support the businesses,”
Falzer said as she ate lunch at a diner on Main Street.
(Source: Reuters)

Splits deepen over British minister Johnson’s burqa comments
Former British foreign minister Boris Johnson returned from his summer holiday to
face both criticism and support over his
remarks about burqas, amid deepening
divisions in Britain’s ruling Conservative
Party on Sunday.
Johnson, seen as the biggest threat to
Prime Minister Theresa May’s struggling
leadership, has become a lightning rod for
discontent within the party after a newspaper
column in which he said Muslim women

who wear burqas look like letter boxes or
bank robbers.
The comments came in a piece arguing
against a ban on the Islamic full-face veil,
but have been criticised as Islamophobic.
Others saw the remarks as colourful rhetoric that strikes a chord with many Britons.
May has scolded Johnson, stirring anger
amongst those of his supporters who see
him as the focal point for resistance to her
proposed “business-friendly” Brexit plan.

The party has also launched an investigation
into his remarks.
Under the headline “Boris sparks cabinet
war” the Sunday Times said four unnamed
senior ministers were dismayed at May’s
handling of the situation.
“They have managed to engineer a total
disaster,” one minister was quoted as saying.
“Trying to silence Boris is stupid, especially
when the majority of people agree with him.”
Johnson resigned from the cabinet last

month in protest at May’s Brexit plan, setting himself up as a talisman for the many
Conservatives who want a more radical
departure from the European Union.
Meanwhile, May has struggled to hold
her cabinet together on Brexit and faces a
testing few months in which she hopes to
secure a deal on leaving the EU, face the
party’s unhappy grassroots, and win a crucial
vote in parliament.
(Source: Daily Star)
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EU calls on Saudis to clarify
women rights activists’
detentions
The EU has called on Saudi Arabia to clarify on the circumstances
concerning the detentions of women rights activists.
“The EU has been engaging constructively with the Saudi authorities seeking clarification on the circumstances surrounding
the arrests of women human rights defenders in Saudi Arabia,
notably with regard to the specific accusations brought against
them,” said EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini’s spokeswoman on Saturday.
“We have been emphasizing the relevance of the role of human
rights defenders and civil society groups in the process of reform
which the Kingdom is pursuing as well as the importance of respecting the rules of due process for all those arrested,” she added.
The detention of several rights activists has triggered an escalating diplomatic row between the Saudi Arabia and Canada.
Earlier on Saturday, Mogherini and Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland agreed to strengthen their cooperation in
human rights as well as other areas during a phone conversation.
On Wednesday, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said
his country would not withdraw its criticism of Saudi Arabia’s
human rights record, rebuffing a call by the kingdom’s foreign
minister, Adel al-Jubeir.
The Riyadh-Ottawa diplomatic brawl has already led to the
expulsion of the Canadian ambassador to Saudi Arabia, and recalling of the Saudi envoy from Canada.
Saudis have also suspended all flights to and from the North
American state, halted their trade with the country, and ordered
its students studying in Canada and patients receiving treatment
there to go elsewhere by the next month.
(Source: Reuters)

Drought raises food security
fears in Afghanistan
A shortage of precipitation during the winter months, both rain
and snow, left much of Afghanistan with a severe scarcity of water
and a decimated winter harvest.
The situation has not improved during the drier spring and
summer months, and the wheat harvest is likely to be the lowest
since 2011, according the Famine Early Warning Systems Network, set up by the United States AID in 1985.
The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator in Afghanistan,
Toby Lanzer, recently said, “If the authorities and the international
community don’t step up to this challenge now, Afghanistan could
face a calamity as we head into the next winter.”
The shortfall in wheat this year could be as much as 2.5 million
tons. This would result in more than two million people facing
food insecurity and being left in “desperate need” of humanitarian
assistance within the next six months, the UN says.
It has been reported tens of thousands of sheep and goats
have died as pastures have turned to dust.
Farmers have been forced to eat seeds intended for planting
for the next harvest. Nearly 15 million people are employed in
the agricultural sector in the 20 provinces worst affected by the
drought.
Afghanistan is no stranger to drought. According to analyses
by the Asia Development Bank, localized droughts occur every
three to five years, while major droughts have a return period
of nine to 11 years.
The last major drought was from 2008 to 2010. This ended
with heavy snowfall during 2012.
The current drought may be partly linked to last year’s La
Nina, which tends to result in hotter, drier conditions across
Central Asia. With the possibility of an El Nino event developing
towards the end of this year, there may be some improvement
in the drought situation.
For the majority of Afghanistan’s farmers, that cannot come
too soon.
(Source: agencies)

Saudi side agrees to new
Yemen talks amid backlashes
The United Nations special envoy to Yemen says warring
sides in the most impoverished Arab nation will meet in
Geneva next month to discuss a transitional governance
deal.
Consultations are due to begin in Geneva on Sept. 6 on a
framework for peace talks and confidence-building measures,
Martin Griffiths said in remarks published by Saudi regime-owned
Asharq al-Awsat newspaper on Saturday.
The UN, he said, is primarily trying to reach an agreement
between the Saudi-backed side and Yemen’s Ansarullah
(Houthi) movement “on the issues essential to ending the
war and on a national unity government in which everyone
participates.”
“This will require a signed agreement that includes setting
up a transitional political operation under a national unity
government ... and putting in place security arrangements for
the withdrawal of all armed groups in Yemen and disarming
them.”
The last round of talks in 2016 ended with the Saudi regime-backed side walking out after the Ansarullah insisted on
the formation of a government before they quit three main cities,
including Sana’a.
Griffiths did not say whether the Saudis and their proxies in
Yemen have changed their position which is crucial to ending
the three-year conflict.
Saudi Arabia, backed by Western powers including the United
States and Britain and the UAE, launched a war on Yemen in
2015 to reinstate former president Abd Rabbuh Mansour Hadi
who had resigned and fled to Riyadh.
The war has killed more than 14,000 people and pushed
Yemen to the verge of starvation after seeing most of its infrastructure, including hospitals, schools and bridges, destroyed
in Saudi airstrikes.
On Thursday, Saudi regime warplanes attacked a school
bus in a market in the town of Dahyan in the northwestern
province of Sa’ada, killing at least 50 civilians, mainly
children.
On Saturday, Yemenis in the southwestern city of Dhamar took
to the streets to condemn the Saudi massacre of schoolchildren
and vowed resistance against the invaders.
Griffiths hoped that the new consultations between the
warring sides in Geneva next month would lead to direct
negotiations.
(Source: Press TV)
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Vieira suffers defeat in first
game as Nice manager
Patrick Vieira’s first game as manager of Ligue 1 side Nice ended
in a narrow home defeat by Stade de Reims.
The former Arsenal midfielder has been away from the French
domestic game since leaving Cannes in 1995, and the Nice crowd
chanted his name throughout.
After retiring as a player, Vieira was Manchester City’s development coach and moved into management with New York
City before joining Nice in June.
Reims’ Moussa Doumbia scored the only goal of the game
after two minutes. Nice have lost a number of high-profile players since finishing eighth last season, including Fulham’s new
recruit Jean Michael Seri and Alassane Plea, who has moved to
Borussia Monchengladbach.
The Riviera club will continue their domestic campaign with
a trip to Caen on 18 August.
(Source: BBC)

Rabiot refuses PSG renewal
and risks a year without playing
Paris Saint-Germain’s contract offer for midfielder Adrien Rabiot
has ben declined by the player.
The 23-year-old’s current deal expires at the end of the season
and PSG were keen to tie him down to a renewal.
According to L’Equipe, the offer that was put on the table
by his club was rejected instantly by Rabiot, who is still being
tracked by Barcelona. There is now a major risk that he could
go a year without playing if the club refuse to play him and he
doesn’t commit his future to the Parc des Princes outfit.
The report in the French newspaper also claims that sporting director Antero Henrique practices ‘expeditious methods’
in situations like the one with Rabiot and will want a resolution.
Rabiot previously found himself courting controversy just
a few short months ago when, in May, he refused to be part of
France’s reserve list for their World Cupsquad, having not made
the initial 23.
(Source: Marca)

Pique confirms international
retirement

Barcelona’s Spain defender Gerard Pique has confirmed his retirement from international football.
The 31-year-old centre-back made 102 appearances for his
country between 2009 and 2018, scoring five times.
He was part of the Spain team that won their first World
Cup in 2010, before adding the 2012 European Championship.
His appearances were often greeted with jeers and whistles
by Spanish fans, partly because of his support for Catalonia’s
independence referendum.
Catalonia, a region of 7.5 million people in north-eastern Spain,
has its own language and culture and Barcelona is its capital.
Pique had declared his intention to quit international football
after the 2018 World Cup following a qualifier against Albania in
October 2016, when he said he was tired of criticism and wanted
“to be left in peace”.
He remains a divisive figure within Spain, and has often been
critical of Barca’s club rivals Real Madrid.
Pique did not immediately confirm his retirement following
Spain’s exit from the World Cup, when they lost on penalties to
hosts Russia in the last 16.
His expected decision comes despite former Barca boss Luis
Enrique having since been appointed Spain’s manager.
“I spoke to Luis Enrique a few days ago. He called me and I
told him the decision was taken a long time ago and that I had
thought about it carefully,” Pique said on Saturday.
“It was a beautiful time with the national team in which I had
the chance to win the World Cup and the European Championship. Now I want to focus on Barca,” he added.
“I have a few years left here and I’m going to enjoy them a lot.”
(Source: BBC)

Curry gives $25K to help
Web.com golfer’s family
Golden State Warriors star Stephen Curry is known for his shooting, but the greatest contribution he’s made this offseason might
be an assist.
Curry, who participated in the Web.com Tour’s Ellie Mae
Classic this weekend, is donating $25,000 through his and his
wife’s foundation to the GoFundMe page of Web.com player
Scott Harrington and his wife, who is battling cancer.
In May, Jenn Harrington was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s
lymphoma for the second time, according to the couple’s GoFundMe page.
With his wife ill, Scott Harrington has taken a leave from the
Web.com Tour, but Curry said he spoke to the golfer Friday.
“It was a good conversation this morning that I had with
him,” Curry told reporters in Hayward, California, on Friday,
“just to let him know how, obviously everybody out here on the
Tour, and everybody I’ve talked to that knows him, says so many
great things about him and his family, and are thinking about
him during the tough time right now.”
(Source: ESPN)
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The first big decision for
Lopetegui
Julen Lopetegui’s XI against Milan sounded
through the public address system of the
Estadio Santiago Bernabeu as if it were an
official match, however, the coach will soon
have a decision to make which means one
of those names read out will no longer be
a starter.
Casemiro, Kroos, Isco, Asensio, Bale and
Benzema... six names between the midfield
and the attack that would get into any team.
It could’ve been a LaLiga matchday or
a Champions League round of 16 match except for one detail.
Luka Modric was missing.
And as shown by the latest events and the
great ovation that the Santiago Bernabeu
gave him, he’s an unquestionable starter.
It means that Lopetegui will have to leave
one of the aforementioned on the bench.
Maybe the dilemma is not immediate,
as Modric has barely played 15 minutes in
pre-season and could stay on the sidelines
for the Super Cup against Atletico.
But if it’s not Wednesday it will be Sunday.
And if not, then the following Sunday.
At some point the coach will have to give
the Croatian a start.
The choice on who to remove from the
XI is therefore delicate.
Bale, Benzema and Asensio showed in the
United States that they are good in attack,
that they share the goals, they know how to
occupy the spaces in harmony and create
danger with ease.
BBA, as a whole are working well but individually they also have a good argument
not to have anyone else occupy their places.
Bale, without Cristiano Ronaldo in tow,
wants to become captain.
At the moment, he’s scoring goals, providing assists and taking responsibility.

Benzema is doing what’s been asked of him.
While contributing to the game, he has
been scoring and, as importantly, putting
himself about in the area, demonstrating to
Lopetegui the player that he can be.
But Asensio is not far behind.
He’s ended this pre-season as Pichichi,
with three goals, the same as Bale, and has
found a new space, that of the false nine, in

I fear being fined if
I speak out - Pogba

Paul Pogba said he needs to be happy to
perform at his best for Manchester United,
adding that he would be fined if he spoke his
true feelings. The midfielder, 25, won the
World Cup with France in the summer and
scored in United’s 2-1 win over Leicester
in Friday’s Premier League opener.
But Pogba fell out of favour during the
2017-18 campaign and this summer he was
linked with a move to Barcelona.
“If you’re not happy, you cannot give
your best,” Pogba said. “There are things
I cannot say otherwise I will get fined,”
he added. Asked about the differences
between playing for France and playing
for United, Pogba said: “I am the same,
but it’s a different team, obviously.
“I still enjoying playing football but like
I said, when you are comfortable or confident and are good in the head, it’s going
to be easier.” Pogba joined United for a
then-world record £89m in August 2016,
but was left out of the starting line-up for
both legs of United’s Champions League
last-16 defeat by Sevilla last season.

which he moves with ease.
And he has the confidence of Lopetegui...
like Isco.
And if we keep taking steps backward we
reach Kroos, indisputable, and Casemiro,
the pillar on which the three consecutive
Champions Leagues of Real Madrid have
been sustained.
His substitution would imply a change of

scheme in the team, meaning no safety net.
A midfield full of creativity and intent, but
no muscle, which is assumed to be more risky.
In any case, whoever is ‘sacrificed,’ Lopetegui has before him his first great decision,
and will listen to internal and (above all)
external voices.
It’s sure to be the first of many dilemmas.
(Source: AS)

Djokovic picked as US Open favorite by
coach over Nadal and Federer

But Pogba, who wore the captain’s
armband for United on Friday, added: “I
always love the club [United]. I came from
the academy, I played for the first team.
For me, it was a dream come true.”
Pogba scored as France beat Croatia
4-2 in the final to win the World Cup in
July for the second time.
After France’s victory, former United
defender Rio Ferdinand said it was “down
to Jose [Mourinho] to unlock this Pogba
we saw at the World Cup because he was
responsible, he stood up to a lot of hard
tests in midfield, and was a talisman for this
team”. United manager Mourinho praised
Pogba for being “absolutely brilliant” in
Les Bleus’ final three matches in Russia.
“It’s about him understanding why he
was so good, especially in the second part
of the competition,” said the Portuguese.
Pogba said “everybody was on the same
page” in the France dressing room, from
manager Didier Deschamps to the staff
and players.
(Source: BBC)

Novak Djokovic has rediscovered his
motivation for tennis and that is why
coach Petar Popovic reckons he will outlast Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal at
the US Open.
All three are currently in north America
preparing for the final Grand Slam of
the season, with Federer set to play in
Cincinnati next week and Nadal facing
Stefanos Tsitsipas in the final in Toronto
later today.
Djokovic was also in Canada but was one
of four top-10 players to lose to Tsitsipas,
crashing out of the third round in three sets.
But coach Popovic, who works with
fellow Serbian player Filip Krajinovic,
still thinks his countryman will start as
the one to beat at Flushing Meadows later
this week.
“For me, the favourite is Djokovic, although [Roger] Federer and [Rafael] Nadal are always there,” Popovic told French
newspaper L’Equipe.
“On hard in the United States, in the
last seven, eight years, it was him who

played better.
“He also found back his team and motivation.”
Djokovic won his fourth Wimbledon
title last month, coming through an epic
semi-final against Nadal before dispatching
Kevin Anderson to lift the trophy.
The Serb is currently a 7/2 favourite
with the bookmakers ahead of Federer
and Nadal (both 4/1) and even Djokovic
himself appears ready to believe the hype.
The 31-year-old took the second half of
2017 off with an elbow injury and has had
two surgeries to repair the issue, but now
reckons he is close to his best.
“It was quite a ride, quite a journey,”
Djokovic told Tennis TV.
“Post-surgery, several months I was
trying to find my form.
“I worked very hard, probably harder
than ever. I had to trust the process and
be patient and that’s probably the biggest
lesson I’ve learned because I probably wasn’t
that patient throughout my life!
(Source: ESPN)

Brazilian Ronaldo ‘in intensive care’ in Ibiza
hospital with pneumonia
Retired Brazilian striker Ronaldo is reportedly in intensive
care in an Ibiza hospital after coming down with pneumonia.
The 41-year-old is said to have been diagnosed with the
illness after being rushed to Can Misses Hospital on the
island on Friday evening.
Respected island daily Diario de Ibiza said he had asked
for a transfer to a private hospital called Clinica Nuestra
Senora del Rosario just before midnight the same day.
It quoted hospital sources as saying he was still in intensive care but he was making good progress.
Staff at Can Misses Hospital said they were unable to give
out any information for ‘data protection reasons.’
No-one at the private hospital Ronaldo is currently said
to be a patient at could be contacted early on Sunday for
comment.
Ronaldo, regarded as one of the world’s best-ever players,
owns a house in Ibiza and is a regular visitor to the island.
He is believed to have arrived in Ibiza for a summer

break a few days ago.
Ronaldo went down with dengue fever in January 2012
and posted a picture of himself on Twitter hooked up to a
drip in hospital alongside the message: ‘Good morning to
all those who began the New Year with dengue.’
He retired from football in 2011 after a glittering career
with Barcelona, Inter Milan and Real Madrid.
Ronaldo finished his career with an impressive 414 goals,
62 of which came in just 98 appearances for the Brazilian
national side.
He hit eight goals and scored in every match in Brazil’s
2002 World Cup win apart from the quarter-finals en route
to lifting the trophy in Japan.
He finished his career with 12 goals in the World Cup
finals, tying with Pele for the all-time record.
In his latter years he battled with overweight because
of a thyroid problem.
(Source: Daily Mail)
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Zlatko Dalic refuses
Iran’s offer: report
S P O R T S TEHRAN — Zlatko Dalic has refused Iran’s offer to take charge of
d
e
s
k Team Melli, sport.novi.ba reported.
The 51-year-old Croatian coach had been recently linked with a move to Iran as a
replacement for Carlos Queiroz.
The Portuguese coach has yet to contract with Iran football federation with five months
to go until the 2019 AFC Asian Cup.
Under guidance of Queiroz, Iran beat Morocco 1-0, lost to Spain 1-0 and drew 1-1
with Portugal.
Dalic will be staying with the Croatia national team after leading the team to the
World Cup final.
The Croatian soccer federation president Davor Suker met with the coach to discuss
his future.
There have been reports that Dalic could leave because of problems with the federation
but Dalic says he and Suker “resolved all the issues” during their meeting.
Croatia lost to France 4-2 in the World Cup final in Russia.

bibidgoli scoring with a cheeky back heel in the 10th minute
following Saeid Taghidzadeh’s pass.
Mes Sungun picked up the pace and captain Farhad

Salah scores, Mane bags brace as
Liverpool put four past West Ham

Sadio Mane struck twice as Liverpool offered
evidence of why they are being tipped to
push for the title with a 4-0 demolition of
West Ham at Anfield.
The Senegalese tucked home his first
on the stroke of half-time before all-but
securing victory with a smart shot on the
turn on 53 minutes from what looked like
an offside position.
It capped a superb attacking display
from Jurgen Klopp’s side who had taken the lead when Mohamed Salah, who
notched 44 goals in his first campaign on
Merseyside, opened his account for 201819 by touching home Andy Robertson’s
fizzing, low cross on 19 minutes.
West Ham offered little as their five
debutants struggled to gel and Daniel
Sturridge rubbed salt in their wounds
late on when he knocked home from a
corner within seconds of appearing as
a substitute.
It was the icing on the cake on what was
close to a perfect afternoon for Klopp and
Co as new boys, Alisson and Naby Keita
both impressed.
The comfortable victory was the Mer-

seysiders’ 500th of the Premier League era
and means they will visit Crystal Palace next
Monday evening in buoyant mood. West
Ham will need to regroup and continue
to familiarise themselves with new faces
before targeting their first win under Manuel
Pellegrini when they host Bournemouth
on Saturday.
Everyone knows the Reds’ front three
are a sight to behold when they are in full
flight - and they were at it again here.
Mane, Roberto Firmino and Salah were
just too good for West Ham while the sight
of Sturridge returning to notch his first
goal since November 2017 could potentially be a huge boost for the rest of the
campaign. As with all opening weekend
matches, fans love to get a glimpse of any
new signings and Keita was particularly
impressive in midfield. He looks set to
add a new dimension to the midfield while
Alisson was solid but mostly a spectator
for much of the match. Bigger tests will
lie ahead for him and the Reds’ defence,
but this was a fine way to start a season
where expectation is high.
(Source: Eurosport)

Fakhim put the Iranians in front when he scored off a corner
in the 12th minute.
However, Thai Son Nam found their way back into the
game in the 18th minute when Tran Van Vu’s effort from
the top of the arc took a deflection and into the goalmouth.
In the second half, Mes Sungun maintained their intensity and caught their opponents off guard to take the lead in
the 23rd minute when Fakhim unleashed a powerful shot
from the top of the arc.
Boosted by the goal, Mes Sungun moved effortlessly
around the court and came close to scoring again in the 31st
minute when Ali Asghar Hassanzadeh’s shot from inside
the box hit the crossbar.
With six minutes left, Thai Son Nam activated the power
play with Nguyen Thanh Tin coming in for a five-pronged
attack but they couldn’t break down Mes Sungun’s defence.
Hassanzadeh then wrapped proceedings up for Mes
Sungun when he scored a penalty in the 39th minute.
(Source: the-afc)

Thibaut Courtois missed Chelsea
training through stress

Thibaut Courtois missed training at Chelsea
before moving to Real Madridbecause he
was stressed, says his agent who added that
the keeper had apologised to the Blues.
Courtois, 26, said he wanted to move to
be closer to his children in Madrid and did
not return to Stamford Bridge after playing
for Belgium in the World Cup.
“The deal was about to be realized,” said
his agent Christophe Henrotay.
“It’s probably something that ideally
we wouldn’t have wanted.”
Speaking to BBC Radio 5 live’s Sportsweek, Henrotay added: “This was the situation, he apologized and finally everybody
is happy.”
Courtois signed a six-year deal with Real
to end his seven-year spell at Chelsea, who
signed Kepa Arrizabalaga for £71m as his
replacement.
“It’s true that some players push and
it’s true that at certain moments Thibaut
was getting a bit stressed by the situation
because Madrid made an offer and he had
an opportunity to go,” said Courtois’ agent.
“He was a bit stressed that this could
not happen.”

’Chelsea understood the situation’
Courtois was voted best goalkeeper at
the tournament in Russia, where Belgium
beat England in a third-place play-off.
Courtois described his move to the European champions as “realising a dream”
but Henrotay says he would have stayed
at Chelsea if his family lived in London.
“There has been a misunderstanding
that he wanted to get a move for the wrong
reasons, but he was pushing to go out of
Chelsea because of his child,” said Henrotay.
“If the family were in London it would
have been totally different. He would have
stayed, there is no reason to leave a club
like Chelsea, he could have won trophies.
“Unfortunately his kids are living with
the mother in Madrid.
“He had the contract and it depended
on Chelsea, but running close to the end
of his contract, Chelsea had an interest to
find a deal with Madrid, which they did.
“It is personal reasons so we have to
respect this. Chelsea understood the situation and really helped to get the deal.
(Source: Guardian)

DPR Korea keep title defense on track
DPR Korea qualified for the quarter-finals for the seventh
consecutive edition of the FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup
thanks to a dramatic 2-1 win against South American champions Brazil on Sunday. After taking the lead through a
44th minute Son Sun-im strike, the defending champions
withstood a late Brazilian charge, then finally snatched a 93rd
minute winner through Choe Kum-ok to set up a Knockout
Stage clash with the winners of Group A on Thursday.
Hwang Yong-bong’s side arrived at Stade Guy Piriou
knowing a win would secure a Knockout Stage berth, while
a draw would leave their campaign hinging on the result
of the simultaneous match between England and Mexico.
Brazil simply had to win, and the high stakes contributed
to a cautious first half where scoring chances were few
and far between and it took until the 39th minute for Kim
Kyong-yong to register the game’s first shot on target.

15

Vahid Amiri out for three
weeks
S P O R T S TEHRAN — Trabzonspor’s new signing Vad
e
s
k hid Amiri has been sidelined for three weeks
with knee injury.
Amiri sustained a right knee injury in the friendly match
against Cagliari held in early August.
He will require three weeks rest after an MRI scan.
The 29-year-old joined Trabzonspor on July 20 on a twoyear contract.
Amiri has missed Trabzonspor’s opening match against Istanbul Basaksehir, scheduled for Sunday.
Vahid Amiri played every minute of their 2018 World Cup
campaign, where they impressed against Morocco, Spain and
Portugal.

Khodadad Azizi quits
Sepidrood Rasht

Iran’s Mes Sungun win AFC Futsal Club Championship
Mes Sungun Varzaghan clinched their first AFC Futsal Club
Championship title with a 4-2 win over Thai Son Nam in
the final on Sunday.
Mes Sungun held the majority of possession against Thai
Son Nam in a highly charged opening minutes in front of a
packed crowd at the Gor Uny.
The team from Islamic Republic of Iran were quick off
the blocks and tested Thai Son Nam goalkeeper Ho Van Y
in the third minute after Hossein Tayebibidgoli tried his
luck at goal with a sharp turn at the top of the arc.
Thai Son Nam tried to get their passing game going but
found it hard against the Central Asians, who were quick
to close in on their attacks.
However, Pham Duc Hoa broke free from his own half
and his surging run on the right opened up Mes Sungun,
with Pham pouncing on the opportunity to find the net
from the top of the box in the fifth minute to put Thai Son
Nam in the lead.
It was not long before Mes Sungun equalised, with Taye-

S

That moment aside, the South Americans had looked
the more creative team and it took several important
interventions from Ri Kum-hyang in the heart of the
Korean defence to keep Brazil’s dangerous attackers quiet.
The complexion of the match changed completely in the
44th minute, when Sun-im scored the game’s opening goal,
but only after German referee Bibiana Steinhaus correctly
overruled her assistant , who had flagged for offside.
The DPR Korea forward’s celebrations were initially
cut short after she slammed the ball home from eight
yards, but replays showed the correct decision was made,
and the East Asians took a crucial lead to the interval.
Brazilian head coach Dorival Bueno introduced two
half-time substitutes, including Geyse Ferreira and it
took less than four minutes for the prolific striker to
send a long range effort narrowly wide.

Brazilian skipper Ana Vitoria missed the target from
close range moments later as the game began to open up,
and Geyse Ferreria breathed new life into their campaign
when she finished off a sweeping counter attack to bring
her side level in the 68th minute, as the Seleção found
the back of the net with their first shot on target.
With England on their way to a 6-1 win against Mexico
in the other Group B fixture, a draw would now suffice for
DPR Korea to reach the quarter finals, but a revitalized Brazil
continued to surge forward in search of a critical second goal.
Ana Vitoria forced Kim Yong-sun into a key save with
four minutes to go, before Kerolin hit the crossbar in
stoppage time, before the East Asians snatched all three
points in the final seconds, as Kum-ok beat Kemelli to
the ball to head home from a set-piece.
(Source:the-afc)

TASNIM – Ex-Iranian forward Khodadad Azizi stepped down
as head coach of Sepidrood Rasht football team.
The 47-year-old coach, who had replaced Ali Karimi in the
Rasht based football team, resigned from his post just after 40
days in charge.
Under Azizi’s guidance, Sepidrood suffered two successive
defeats against Saipa and Sepahan and drew with Gostaresh Foolad.
Sepidrood has yet to announce Azizi’s replacement.
Azizi started his coaching career in Aboomoslem in 2006.
He has also coached Payam Khorasan, Esteghlal Ahvaz,
Shahrdari Tabriz and Siahjamegan.
Mohammad Reza Mahdavi and Mohammad Reza Mirhosseini
have been named as Azizi’s assistants.

Morteza Pouraliganji
reaches agreement with
Trabzonspor: report
PLDC — Iranian international defender Morteza Pouraliganji
has reportedly reached an agreement with Turkey’s Trabzonspor.
The 26-year-old defender has traveled to Istanbul to finalize
his contract with Trabzonspor, Fotomac reported.
Pouraliganji will join his countrymen Vahid Amiri and Majid
Hosseini, who have already joined Trabzonspor.
He has parted company with Qatari club Al Sadd.
Pouraliganji has 30 Iran caps and played every minute of
their 2018 World Cup campaign, where they impressed against
Morocco, Spain and Portugal.

Iran grabs two medals
inWorld Taekwondo Grand
Prix
Press TV — Iranian athletes have clinched two medals, including one silver, at the Moscow 2018 World Taekwondo Grand
Prix in Russia.
On Saturday and the second day of the tournament at the
Alexander Gomelsky Universal Sports Hall CSKA, Armin Hadipour did not show up for the final contest of the men’s minus
58-kilogram weight category against Jang Jun from South Korea
due to injury, and sufficed to the silver medal.
Hadipour defeated Italian competitor Vito Dell’Aquila in the
semifinals to book himself a place in the title challenge.
Earlier in the competitions, Abolfazl Yaghoubi had earned a
bronze medal in the minus 68-kilogram weight class.
The Moscow 2018 World Taekwondo Grand Prix kicked off
on Friday, and will wrap up on Sunday.
Some 256 athletes from 58 countries, including Great Britain, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Russia and South Korea, are
reportedly competing in the sports event.

Nuggets’ Thomas apologizes
for comments criticizing
Cleveland

Denver Nuggets guard Isaiah Thomas quickly apologized Saturday night after a video posted on social media surfaced in
which he called the city of Cleveland “a.” Thomas later posted
an apology on Twitter, and then posted an additional video on
Instagram saying, “Cleveland wasn’t that bad. ... The situation
just wasn’t the best.” “I apologize for my choice of words about
Cleveland,” Thomas tweeted. “I was on my live playing around.
They don’t show you everything for a reason smh. Right after
that I clarified what I said.... All love to everybody who had love
for me in Cleveland.”
Thomas, 29, was traded last offseason to the Cavaliers in the
deal that sent Kyrie Irving to Boston. However, he was recovering
from a hip injury and did not play for the Cavaliers until Jan. 2.
His scoring average in Cleveland slipped to 14.7 points per game
after he averaged 28.9 points with the Celtics the season before. In
February, the Cavaliers traded Thomas to the Los Angeles Lakers.
Thomas signed a minimum contract with the Nuggets last month.
(Source: Reuters)
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“Foruzan” to compete in
Italian festival
A
R
T TEHRAN — Iranian director Mir Abbas
d
e
s
k Khosravinejad’s short film “Foruzan” will be
competing in the Corto e Fieno, a film festival dedicated to rural
cinema taking place in Lake Orta, Italy from September 21 to 23,
the organizers have announced.

“Foruzan” tells the story of a widow with two children living
in a village in central Iran. She tries to protect her herd from
robbery in the night.
The film will be competing in the “Sezione Frutteto” (Orchard) section.
“Foruzan” won the award for best short film at the Fresco
International Festival of Modern Art and Spiritual Films in Armenia early July.
It was also picked as best drama at the Astoria NY Film Festival in June.

V.S. Naipaul, Nobel Prizewinning author, dies at 85
LONDON (AP) — V.S. Naipaul, the Trinidad-born Nobel laureate
whose precise and lyrical writing in such novels as “A Bend in the
River” and “A House for Mr. Biswas” and brittle, misanthropic
personality made him one of the world’s most admired and contentious writers, died at his London home, his family said. He was 85.
His wife, Nadira Naipaul,
said he was “a giant in all that he
achieved and he died surrounded
by those he loved having lived a
life which was full of wonderful
creativity and endeavor.”
His friend and fellow author
Paul Theroux said that Naipaul
had been in poor health prior to
his death on Saturday, but had
taken pride in having his work
recognized.
“He will go down as one of
the greatest writers of our time,”
Theroux told The Associated
Press during a telephone interview, citing his mastery of writing
This 2001 file photo shows British about families and colonialism.
author V.S. Naipaul in Salisbury, “He also never wrote falsely. He
England. (PA via AP/Chris Ison) was a scourge of anyone who used
a cliché or an un-thought out sentence. He was very scrupulous
about his writing, very severe, too.”
Naipaul’s fiction and nonfiction reflected his personal journey from Trinidad to London and various stops in developing
countries. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in
2001 “for having united perceptive narrative and incorruptible
scrutiny in works that compel us to see the presence of suppressed histories.”
In an extraordinary career spanning half a century, Naipaul
traveled as a self-described “barefoot colonial” from his rural
childhood to upper class England, and was hailed as one of the
greatest writers of the 20th century. From “A Bend in the River” to
“The Enigma of Arrival” to “Finding the Centre”, Naipaul’s books
explored colonialism and decolonization, exile and the struggles
of the everyman in the developing world.
He was critical of colonialism, but set himself apart from any
social movements. He saw himself as a realist, cured of illusions,
his outlook defined by the famous opening words of “A Bend in
the River” that became the title of a biography by Patrick French:
“The world is what it is.”
Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul — Vidia to those who knew
him — was born on Aug. 17, 1932 in Trinidad, a descendant of impoverished Indians shipped to the West Indies as bonded laborers.
His father was an aspiring, self-taught novelist whose
ambitions were killed by lack of opportunity; the son was
determined to leave his homeland as soon as he could. In
later years, he would repeatedly reject his birthplace as little
more than a plantation.
“I was born there, yes,” he said of Trinidad to an interviewer
in 1983. “I thought it was a great mistake.”
In 1950, Naipaul was awarded one of a few available government
scholarships to study in England, and he left his family to begin
his studies in English literature at University College, Oxford.
There he met his first wife, Patricia Hale, whom he married in
1955 without telling his family.
After graduation, Naipaul suffered a period of poverty and
unemployment: he was asthmatic, starving and depending on his
wife for income. Despite his Oxford education, he found himself
surrounded by a hostile, xenophobic London.

Dawn: 4:50 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:22 (tomorrow)
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National Festival of Youth
Music to kick off today
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A
d

T TEHRAN — The 12th edition of the Nak tional Festival of Youth Music, which will
showcase classical and regional performances by musicians
aged between 15 and 29, will open in Tehran today.
According to the director of the festival, Hooman As’adi,
about 600 solo and group performances will be staged and
over 90 master musicians will judge the performances during the event.
The Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Abbas
Salehi in a statement published on Sunday called the festival
a path to the future of Iran’s music.
“The National Festival of Youth Music shows our identity
to the world,” the statement added.
“The festival is an event where the talents of the young
musicians and the roles of their masters in training them
can be showcased. The event is a bright path to the future
of music in Iran and can display our identity and culture
to the world the best way,” it added.
In a press conference held at the Music Office last week,
virtuoso of the Persian stringed instruments, Hossein Alizadeh who collaborates with the organizers as a jury member,
said that he believes it is the young musicians who can make
the cultural future of the country.
He said that despite an official disagreement with music
in the country, the families get more interested in encouraging their children to learn music.
“The word ‘young’ bears a feeling of hope and energy
in itself,” he added.
Alizadeh also said that in the current time the number
of female musicians who are able to perform Iranian music
is much more than the men.
“But since they cannot find ways on stage, the men have
more public appearances. The art of music is one of my
sacred things and I will never attend a festival if it enforces
sex segregation,” he asserted.
“If you say we have 10 good male singers I would introduce 100 good female singers to you. I know that many
e

R

s

Young musicians perform at the closing ceremony of the 10th edition of the National Festival of Youth Music at Vahdat
Hall on September 15, 2016. (Mehr/Mohammad Moheimani)
female singers have never accepted to attend the concerts
arranged exclusively for females. We have not issued these
laws and will never obey them,” he had noted.

The Iran Music Association is the main organizer of the
festival which will be held at several halls in Tehran until
September 9.

Shahram Nazeri offers free concerts in Tehran’s Azadi Stadium
A
R
T TEHRAN – The renowned Iranian
d
e
s
k vocalist Shahram Nazeri said on Sunday
that he is eager to give free concerts in Tehran’s Azadi
Stadium to boost the spirits of Iranians during the current
adverse economic conditions confronting the country.
“They (cultural authorities) give us Tehran’s Azadi
Stadium so that we give free concerts for several nights
along with several other ensembles,” Nazeri told the
Persian service of ISNA published on Sunday.
The Music Office of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance issues the permissions for the concerts.
“I hope the permission would be issued soon and
we would not have to come and go until the (mourning
days) of Muharram arrive,” he added.
Nazeri added that although he sees no proper
perspective for outdoor concerts, he will give concerts
without any condition.
On July 30, vocalist Homayun Shajarian announced
his willingness to perform free concerts on the streets.
“My dear friends, in these days that we are going
through fire like Siavash [an epic hero in Ferdowsi’s

Shahram Nazeri in an undated photo
masterpiece Shahnameh], I don’t know what we can
do to feel a little bit better,” he had written in a post on
his Instagram.
“If it were not for the problem of license, I would be

ready to give a street concert for free for you dear friends,
maybe it would help our hearts find peace alongside one
another,” added Homayun, the son of the legendary
vocalist Mohammadreza Shajarian who has always been
sensitive to various unpleasant conditions in Iranian
society over his professional life.
A few days later the Music Office of the Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guidance gave its formal approval to
Shajarian’s plan to perform free concerts on the streets.
“The Music Office is ready to issue permissions for
those musicians who are interested in performing outdoor
concerts in order to bring hope and joy to the public,”
the office said in a statement.
In Iran, musicians must get cultural authorities’
official approval before giving a performance.
Nazeri and his son, Hafez, will tour Canada during
October. The tour will begin in Ottawa on October 13 and
will continue on to Montreal, Toronto and Calgary, and
will wrap up in Vancouver on October 28. A repertoire of
songs from the 2014 album “Untold” will be performed
during the tour.

Candle and Fog cancels participation in Frankfurt Book Fair 2018
C U L T U R E TEHRAN — The Lond
e
s
k don-based publisher Candle and Fog has canceled its plan to attend the
Frankfurt Book Fair 2018, the director of the
publishing house, Afshin Shahnetabar, said.
“Due to the recent increase in expenses
following the current economic and financial
issues in the country, the publishing house
would cancel its trip to the fair which will be
running from October 10 to 14,” Shahnetabar
told the Persian service of MNA on Sunday.
“The financial crisis would adversely affect
the independent publishers, and the only
way left for the private sectors would be to
reduce their international participations,”
he added.
He also said that the publishing house
would prefer to complete its unfinished
projects.
Iran Cultural Fairs Institute (ICFI) director Amir-Masud Shahramnia in a statement
published on Saturday said that a number of
22 Iranian publishers will attend the Frankfurt

Book Fair 2018.
“Four literary agencies, and six associations will join the publishers at the major
world cultural event,” Shahramnia added.
“Due to the current economic conditions
confronting the country, we are planning
to decrease the budget and that is why the
children and adults’ sections will be combined in order to rent a smaller pavilion,”
he remarked.
The Union of Tehran Publishers and
Bookseller, Iranian Association of Academic Publishers, Association of Women
Publishers, Iran’s Association of Sacred Defense Publishers, and Iranian Association of
Writers for Children and Youth are among
the participating associations.
The Shahrestan Adab Cultural Institute
based in Tehran will attend the fair and would
financially support writer Mohammadreza
Sharafi-Khabushan, to attend the fair this year.
The institute is the publisher of many
books by Khabushan.

His acclaimed Persian novel “Booklessness” shared the best novel prize of the 10th
Jalal Al-e Ahmad Literary Awards, Iran’s

most lucrative literary prize with “This Street
Has No Rumble Strip” by Maryam Jahani,
in January 2018.

Locarno: “A Land Imagined” wins
Golden Leopard

With K-pop back in U.S. spotlight,
Korean-American stars take hope

Locarno (Hollywood Reporter) — Director Yeo Siew Hua took home the coveted
top prize at the 71st edition of Locarno Festival,
winning the Golden Leopard for his film A
Land Imagined.
The film follows a lonely construction
worker from China, Wang, goes missing in
Singapore after forming a virtual friendship
with a mysterious online gamer. Lok, a police investigator uncovers much more than
he bargained for in order to find him.
Among other awards in the main competition, Yolande Zauberman won the special
jury prize for “M”, Dominga Sotomayor won
best director for “Tarde Para Morir Joven”, and
Richard Billingham won a special mention for
“Ray & Liz”. Andra Guti won best actress for
“Radu Muntean’s Alice T”., and Ki Joo-bong
won best actor for Hong Sangsoo’s “Hotel by
the River”.
In the Filmmakers of the Present competition, Sara Fattahi won best film for “Chaos”
and the special jury prize went to Nicole Vogele
for “Closing Time”.
And Spike Lee’s “BlacKkKlansman” won

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Tens of
thousands of fans eagerly rode the wave
of Korean pop or K-pop this weekend at
a convention in Los Angeles, the world’s
entertainment capital, at a time when a
boy band’s success in America is giving
new hope to many stars in the music genre.
Several Korean-Americans were
among the performers at the seventh
annual KCON, an event for all things
tied to “Hallyu,” or the “Korean Wave”
of popular culture.
Many Americans were given their
first taste of K-pop via the viral success
of rapper Psy’s music video “Gangnam
Style” in 2012.
This year, another Korean act’s growing
fan base in the United States has K-pop
stars, including some who grew up in
America, thinking they too could win
fame in the United States.
In June, the boy band BTS became the
first K-pop group to top the Billboard 200
album chart, with “Love Yourself: Tear.”
“We K-pop artists are really proud of

the Prix du Public.
“Held in extremely high temperatures, Locarno71 was a rich and diversified edition, just
as it is in the tradition of a festival which is not
afraid to approach extremes and to combine
a smile with reflection,” said Artistic Director
Carlo Chatrian of his sixth and final festival
before heading to take over the Berlinale.
“In the aesthetic search for a form suited
to a rapidly changing actuality, where images
seem omnipresent, the award-winning films
tell of a world where man is still the measure
of all things. With 12 award-winning women – among two Swiss directors – out of 25
awards, the 71st edition confirmed that Locarno
is a festival where one plans the future,” he
continued.
Nearly 300 films were shown over the
course of the festival, with 18 shown in the
giant outdoor cinema the Piazza Grande in
front of 8,000 spectators, and 15 in total in
the international competition. Among the
international guests who met with the audience were Meg Ryan, Ethan Hawke, Bruno
Dumont and Kyle Cooper.

them, because we know how hard it is to
make it in the industry,” Ailee, a U.S.-born
K-pop star whose given name is Yejin
Lee, said in a phone interview.
“The fact that they opened up those
doors and cleared the way for us, it’s a
huge hope for us,” said Ailee, who was
performing at KCON this weekend.
Ailee, whose hit singles include “U & I”
and “Heaven,” went to high school in New
Jersey and grew up listening to Beyonce
and Mariah Carey, all while consuming a
steady diet of movies and television shows
from South Korea.
Ailee, 29, said that years ago, when
she was trying to find a career in the U.S.
entertainment industry, she was told fans
would not want to emulate someone like
her.
“They told me it’s difficult for people
who are Caucasian or black or Latino to
feel that way toward an Asian person,”
said Ailee, who declined to say which
U.S. entertainment companies turned
her down.

