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Terror business in 
Macron’s style

In an exclusive interview with FRANCE 
24 and RFI, French President Em-
manuel Macron said: “It is incorrect 

to state that Saudi Arabia is important 
economically to France in any area. With 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, we have a co-
operative relationship based on the whole 
truth and clarity, but it’s a strategic tie. 
The fight against terrorism goes hand in 
hand with these two countries.”.

But according to the latest polls in France, 
most citizens in the country are calling for 
a ban on arms sales to Riyadh. French au-
thorities nevertheless continue to engage 
in “terrorist business” with Saudi Arabia.

In a recent YouGov poll, 75 percent of 
French people want Macron to suspend 
arms exports to countries involved in the 
war on Yemen, including Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates. But Emanuel 
Macron, and Le Drian and other Elysée 
officials ignore their citizens’ requests and 
continue to support the Saudis.

It is obvious that the symbol of the al-
leged terrorism claimed by Macron and other 
European officials are the innocent Yemeni 
people who have been killed by bombing or 
starvation during this war. French officials 
are also well aware of Saudi interventions 
against Bahrain’s innocent civilians.

It can be argued that Macron’s remarks 
about the joint fight against terrorism be-
tween Paris, Riyadh and Abu Dhabi are 
so unbelievable and ridiculous that not 
even the closest people to the French pres-
ident are persuaded, because these three 
countries are considered the real source 
of funding for terrorism in West Asia. 

Regarding the political support given Paris 
by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emir-
ates, France, as a country with veto power 
in the United Nations Security Council, has 
used this as leverage to prevent Saudi Ara-
bia’s condemnation by the United Nations. 
In this regard, the French have a common 
approach with the other two Western coun-
tries, the United States and Britain. All three 
countries have had a devastating impact on 
the Middle East. One of the goals the French 
are pursuing is to create insecurity in the with 
the aim of continuous intervention. As noted 
above, there is a close co-operation between 
Paris, London and Washington. Emanuel Ma-
cron and other French officials, in sum, are 
partly responsible for Saudi Arabia’s and 
the UAE’s crimes in West Asia and must 
be held accountable for them along with 
the Saudis.

Para athletes 
beyond 
expectations

Ahead of the 2018 Asian Para Games, 
the National Paralympic Commit-
tee’s officials said Iran would par-

ticipate in the Games to defend its fourth 
place in Incheon but the sportspersons 
performed beyond the expectations. 

Iranian para athletes came fourth in 
inaugural edition of the Asian Para Games 
in Guangzhou 2010, winning 27 gold, 24 
silver and 29 bronze medals. 

Not bad for the west Asian giant in 
Paralympic sports. 

Four years later in 2014, in the second 
edition of the games, held in Incheon, 
South Korea, Iran once again finished in 
fourth place but with 10 more gold medals. 

In that game, one more gold medal 
could have earned Iran third place instead 
of Japan, a missed opportunity for Iran. 

In the 2018 Asian Para Games in Ja-
karta, Indonesia, Iranian para athletes 
surprised everyone by winning 51 gold, 
52 silver and 53 bronze medals. 

Iran has participated in the last eight edi-
tions of the Paralympic Games and has always 
displayed power in the prestigious event. 

Paralympic will never forget Ghader 
Modabber as the most decorated Iranian 
para athlete with five gold medals. 

He is the first ever Iranian athlete who 
has won five gold medals in Olympics or 
Paralympics, a perfect example that there is 
no limitation to what one can imagine and do.

Iranian disabled people face many 
hurdles in finding job, city transporta-
tion and sometimes discrimination, but 
they have proved themselves in sports. 

Iranian para athletes are more suc-
cessful than the healthy athletes in the 
international fields. 

Take the following para athletes for exam-
ple: super heavyweight powerlifter Siamand 
Rahman is the world’s strongest man who 
has won two Paralympics gold medals so far. 

Archer Zahra Nemati is the first Ira-
nian woman to have won gold at either a 
Paralympic or Olympic Games.

Sitting volleyball player Morteza Meh-
rzad is the tallest athlete to compete in 
the history of the Paralympics, standing 
at an incredible 2.46m tall. 

At any event, Iranian para athletes are 
getting stronger by day, good news for 
the country perhaps as the Tokyo 2020 
Paralympic Games is getting close. 
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Luxury rail travelers 
on excursion 
across Iran

Iran says studying 
opening of EU office 
in Tehran 

Team Melli will be 
different in AFC Asian 
Cup: Carlos Queiroz 15

Religious play crew 
pays tribute to actor 
Anushirvan Arjmand 16
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Trump has launched ‘economic terrorism’ by 
halting Iranians’ access to medicine: Hatami 

Assad stresses importance of upgrading 
historic Syrian-Iraqi relations

TEHRAN – Defense 
Minister Amir Hatami 

said on Monday that the Donald Trump 
administration has launched “econom-
ic terrorism” by preventing Iranians’ 
access to medicine, calling the move 
“inhumane”.

“The U.S. has sanctioned us, be-
cause of our independence and free-

dom, sanctions which are inhumane 
and contrary to principles of human 
rights. It [the U.S.] even prevents the 
people from accessing medicine and 
basic needs by resorting to economic 
terrorism,” he said during a speech 
at the 4th ICMM Pan-Asia Pacific 
Congress on Military Medicine in 
Tehran.   2

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad on 
Monday received Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Ibrahim al-Jaafari and the accompanying 
delegation.

During the meeting the two officials 
discussed the latest developments at the 
Syrian and Iraqi arenas and the regional 
and international situations.

President al-Assad stressed that the 

victories achieved in combating terrorism 
in Syria and Iraq are in common because 
the field in the two counties are one, where 
blood of the heroes who achieved these 
victories in both countries is mingled.

President al-Assad stressed the impor-
tance of upgrading and consolidating the 
Syrian-Iraqi historic relations particularly 
at the two peoples’ level,    1 3
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Joint committee formed to 
spur exports to 15 countries

TEHRAN — A joint 
committee with co-

operation of Foreign Ministry, Islamic 
Republic of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA), NAJA (Iranian police), and 
Ministry of Intelligence has been formed 
to protect and improve Iran’s exports to 
15 countries across the globe, Interior 
Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli was 
quoted by IRNA as saying on Monday.

The committee seeks removal of exports 

impediments and facilitation of trade of 
goods, the interior minister told reporters 
on the sidelines of a meeting.

Highlighting the key role of free zones, 
Rahmani fazli also underscored the sig-
nificance of injecting exporters’ revenues 
back to domestic financial system and also 
combating traffic of goods at the border 
areas as the main objects of the govern-
ment on the way to encourage exports of 
Iranian products.
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TEHRAN — Is it safe for an Indian tourist to 
travel to Iran? How cheap is Iran for an Indian 
tourist?

While I was looking for ways to travel to Iran 
as a tourist, these were some of the common ques-
tions I came across on Google while researching 
for tourism avenues for an Indian traveler.

The coverage of Iran in the mainstream global 
media has largely been toxic for obvious rea-
sons. The news that comes out from the country 
is either about the nuclear program, regional 
rivalries or the crippling economy due to U.S. 
sanctions. Whether Iran has the right to pursue 
nuclear program for peaceful energy purpose is 
a different debate. 

With the Trump administration re-imposing 
draconian sanctions on Iran, this is an opportunity 
for Iran to find alternative ways to strengthen its 

economic ties with friendly countries, including 
India. One of them is tourism.

Although India is yet to taken its final decision 
on oil imports from Iran, reports suggest that the 
Indian government would most likely continue 
oil trade with Tehran, defying U.S. sanctions. Two 
major Indian oil companies recently put orders for 
Iranian crude oil for November, when the petroleum 
related sanctions take effect, which is an indication 
that India won’t buckle under the U.S. pressure.

Nevertheless, looking beyond the energy 
cooperation between India and Iran, tourism 
is one area that can bring the two time-tested 
allies closer and bolster their ties further.

Iran, known for its rich culture, is home to 
many historical places, but its tourism sector 
remains largely underdeveloped due to myriad 
problems ranging from infrastructural issues 
to mismanagement.

A report says that 72,809 Indians traveled to 
Iran during the last Iranian fiscal year (March 
2017-18), accounting for 2.3% of total foreign 
visitors. Iranian tourism authority’s data indicates 
a 6.6% drop in the number of Indian visitors, 
compared with the year before.

Although Iran boasts of a diverse landscape 
which offers plenty of recreational opportunities, 
tourism is largely confined to holy pilgrimage sites 
like Mashhad and Qom which are highly revered 
by Shias across the world, including in India.

A large percentage of Indians who are not 
Muslims have to be lured in a different way. Defi-
nitely, Iran with its Islamic and cultural heritage 
can be transformed into a lucrative tourist hub, 
the way Turkey has remodeled itself, where both 
sets of tourism, religious and recreational, co-ex-
ist. Turkey draws around 100,000 tourists from 
India every year.   6

Iran, India should bolster tourism cooperation

TEHRAN — Professor Paul Pillar, who was CIA 
intelligence analyst for 28 years, tells the Tehran 
Times that Khashoggi case will force Trump to 
do something, but his administration will resist 
doing more than a necessary minimum, because 
it does not want to upset its overall relationship 
with Saudi Arabia. 

Pillar also says, “Most likely there will be some 
sort of sanctions placed on the individual Saudi 
officials whom Turkey has identified as being 
directly involved, but Trump will resist placing 
blame all the way up to the level of Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman.”

Following is the text of the interview:
 Due to the relations between the West 

and the United States in particular with Saudi 
Arabia, the subject of Jamal khashoggi has 
become widespread. Usually, in the case of 
human rights violations, Western countries 
condoned Saudi Arabia because of Saudi arms 
purchases and guarantying oil sales by Sau-
dies. But in this case it is different. What are 
the reasons?

A: There does indeed seem to be a difference 
between how the Khashoggi case is being viewed 
and how previous human rights violations in-
volving Saudi Arabia have been treated.  One 
reason is Jamal Khashoggi’s relative prominence 
in the United States, where he resided and was 

a regular contributor to a major newspaper in 
Washington.  Another reason is the shock factor 
involving the nature of the alleged crime, with 
a possible murder and dismemberment inside 
a diplomatic mission.   

 Some believe that as Saudi Arabia did not 
lower the price of oil at request of Trump, the 
United States is putting pressure on Saudi Arabia 
through khashoggi subject. What is your opinion?

A: It is very unlikely that the Trump adminis-
tration is thinking along any such lines.  A close 
relationship with Saudi Arabia is a centerpiece 
of that administration’s policies in the Middle 
East. The Khashoggi affair, far from being a tool 
of the administration, is a very unwelcome de-
velopment for it.    7

Khashoggi case will force Trump to do something: ex-senior CIA official

UN condemns ‘horrific’ attack 
on passenger buses in Yemen

Chogan ‘Peace 
& Friendship 
Cup’ held in 

Tehran
TEHRAN – The first edition of the ‘Peace & 
Friendship Cup’ was held in Zoljanah Club in 
Tehran on Sunday.

Kioumars Heydari, commander of the Army 
Ground Forces, attended the competition.

Chogan is an ancient Iranian team sport played 
on horseback with the objective of scoring goals 
using a long-handled mallet.

Chogan was included on UNESCO’s list of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in late 2017.
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 MEDIA  HIGHLIGHTS

TEHRAN —  Amir 
Rastegari, managing 

director of Iranian Defense Ministry’s 
Marine Industries Organization, said 
on Monday that Iran will soon sign 
agreements on building and selling 
marine medicine equipment with a 
number of countries.

“A number of countries have called 
for cooperating with us in building 
marine medicine equipment. We will 
start negotiation on designing, building 
and selling the equipment after this 
conference,” the rear admiral told 
reporters on the sidelines of the 4th 
ICMM Pan-Asia Pacific Congress on 
Military Medicine in Tehran.

“This is the fourth congress of military 
medicine in the sphere of the Indian 
Ocean and Oceania in which more than 
30 countries participated. An exhibition 
of Defense Ministry and the armed forces 
capabilities was also held on the sidelines 
of the congress,” he stated.

The rear admiral added that Iran 
exhibited a number of the systems 
and equipment which were built 
domestically in spite of sanctions.

“All the equipment in the exhibition 
are domestically-produced which 
were built by the knowledge-based 
corporations and Marine Industries 
Organization,” Rastegari explained.

Iran to sign deal to export marine 
medicine equipment 

By staff and agency
Maryam Jalalvand, an Iranian lawyer 

from Tehran University, has said that the 
U.S. has violated international law by 
freezing nearly $2 billion of Iranian assets.

In an interview with Sputnik published 
on Monday, Jalalvand said that “for many 
years now, the U.S. has been making false 
accusations against Iran.”

“On the basis of these accusations, 
Washington has been making illegal 
decisions to freeze Iranian assets and 
property, which is a direct violation of 
international law,” she explained.

She said that a lawyer representing 
the interests of the U.S. U.S. Department 
claimed during the first meeting of the 
ICJ in The Hague that Iran is allegedly an 
accomplice in terror attack in Lebanon 
in 1983 and will be held responsible for 
this under U.S. law.

“In response, Iranian lawyers accused 
the U.S. of speculation on the terrorist 
threat from Iran, stressing that Wash-

ington is trying to evade responsibility 
and hush up the discussion of the main 
issue for which a meeting was convened, 
namely, the illegal alienation of Iranian 
property,” Jalalvand said.

In June 2016, Iran announced that it 
had filed a formal complaint with the UN’s 
top court to recover nearly $2 billion in 
assets frozen in the United States.

Lawyer: U.S. violating intl. law by 
freezing Iranian assets 
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Trump has launched ‘economic terrorism’ by 
halting Iranians’ access to medicine: Hatami 

Saudi Arabia has exposed itself to an existential crisis 
by repeatedly pursuing “abortive policies” on a regional 
level, says the Iranian administration’s point man on 
the Middle East.

In an exclusive interview with Press TV’s website, 
part of which was published on Monday, Hossein Jaberi 
Ansari, senior assistant to the Iranian foreign minister 
on Middle East affairs, said Saudi Arabia is following 
policies that disserve its interests.

“With its abortive [...] policies and its incomprehen-
sion of the deep transformations that have taken place 
around it over the several past decades, Saudi Arabia 
has exposed itself to back-to-back crises and serious 
attrition, which has gobbled its entire economy, polity, 
and existence,” Jaberi Ansari said.

“More than anyone else, Saudi Arabia itself is to lose as 
a result of these abortive policies, because it has entangled 
itself in a quagmire and a debilitating confrontation on 
the regional level, and especially in Yemen, [where] it 
has become consumed by its rhetoric,” he added.

Jaberi Ansari said that the war “has turned into a 
bottomless chasm for Saudi Arabia.” Not only has it not 
removed Saudi Arabia’s purported security concerns in 
Yemen, it has bogged Riyadh down, he said.

The Iranian official said that Saudi Arabia considers 
Yemen its “historical backyard” and an extension of the 
Arabian Peninsula and claims that Iran has entered into 
that backyard to harm Saudi interests.

“That is Saudi Arabia’s rhetoric. In the real world, 
regardless of what Iran’s policy is — we have our own 

interpretation in that area and others may have theirs 
— the more Saudi Arabia has gone down that path, the 
more it has pushed the Yemeni nation away from itself,” 
he added.

He said Riyadh is “injecting a hatred of itself” into 
the Yemeni society. That hatred, he said, is “quietly” 
spreading even among those Yemeni politicians who are 
seemingly on the Saudi side.

“Everyone can see that it is Saudi Arabia and the co-
alition it is leading that have put Yemen on the brink of 
collapse, disintegration, hunger, contagious diseases, 
large-scale killing, and the silent death of a nation.”

Jaberi Ansari said the Saudi-led coalition is following 
“an intentional military policy” of targeting “each and 
everyone, indiscriminately, to tire the nation out.”

Saudi Arabia in existential crisis of own making: senior diplomat

P O L I T I C S
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Guardian Council: 
Reforming 
electoral law is 
essential 

TEHRAN — Abbasali Kadkhodaei, 
spokesman for the Guardian Council, 

said on Monday that reforming the electoral law is an 
“undeniable necessity”.

In a Twitter post, Kadkhodaei wrote, “The general 
electoral policies were issued two years ago. Clause 10 
of the policies was: promotion of merit-based selection, 
with proper preparation in selecting competent candidates 
within the Islamic Republic of Iran who possess qualities 
commensurate with the relevant position.”

“Reforming the electoral law is an undeniable necessity,” 
he concluded.

1      On October 3 the United Nations’ 
top court ordered the United States to lift 
sanctions on “humanitarian” goods to Iran. 
The International Court of Justice (ICJ) unan-
imously ruled that Washington “shall remove 
by means of its choosing any impediments 
arising from the measures announced on May 
8 to the free exportation to Iran of medicines 
and medical devices, food and agricultural 
commodities” as well as airplane parts.

The court said sanctions on goods “re-
quired for humanitarian needs... may have a 
serious detrimental impact on the health and 
lives of individuals on the territory of Iran.”

  ‘Iran is a peace-seeking country’
The defense chief went on to say that Iran 

is a “responsible” and “peace-seeking” country 
that is committed to principles of human 
rights and international obligations.

However, he said, Iran is “powerful” to 
defend itself.

The minister said the world realized that 
Iran was sincere in saying that its nuclear 
program was peaceful and it was the United 
States which proved it is not faithful.

“During the past years, the world has 
witnessed Iran’s good intention… and has 
practiced self-restraint and patience in spite 

of the U.S. violations,” the minister remarked.
U.S. President Donald Trump announced 

Washington’s exit from the multilateral 2015 
nuclear deal on May 8 and ordered restoration 
of sanctions. The first batch of sanctions was 

snapped back on August 6 and the second 
wave of sanctions will return on November 4.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo also 
announced in May that the U.S. will apply 
economic and military pressure against Iran 

and will impose “the strongest sanctions in 
history” on the Islamic Republic.

The restoration of sanctions happened 
despite the fact that the United Nations’ 
International Atomic Energy Agency has 
issued dozens of reports each time confirm-
ing Iran’s full commitment to the terms of 
the nuclear agreement.

According to the nuclear agreement, of-
ficially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA), Iran was obliged to put 
limits on its nuclear activities in exchange 
for termination of economic and financial 
sanctions.

The JCPOA was confirmed by the UN 
Security Council resolution 2231, turning 
the agreement into an international law.

 ‘The world will regret for not 
standing against violation of inter-
national law’

Elsewhere, Hatami said that the world 
will finally regret not standing against vi-
olation of international law by the Trump 
administration.

“If the nation and countries do not stand 
against violations of law, they will witness 
emergence of new Hitlers and serious human 
disasters,” the defense chief warned.

P O L I T I C S
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Fuel-smuggling 
groups arrested 
in Fars 

TEHRAN — Forces from the Intelligence 
Ministry have managed to disband several 

groups involved in smuggling various kinds of fuels, the 
ministry announced on Monday.

In a statement, the Ministry stated its forces in the south-
ern province of Fars have identified several fuel-smuggling 
groups and arrested six members of them, Tasnim reported.

The smugglers usually hid fuels through increasing 
the capacity of fuel tanks of buses and sold the fuels in 
the main routes between Shiraz, Zahedan, Iranshahr, 
and Chabahar, the statement said.

Ever since Iran’s national currency has dropped rapidly 
in value, the smuggling of fuel out of Iran has soared.

P O L I T I C S
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Iran-Pakistan 
border 
committee 
meeting begins

TEHRAN — The sixth meeting of Iran-Pa-
kistan Permanent Border Committee 

commenced in Pakistan’s southwestern city of Quetta on 
Monday, IRNA reported.

Representatives from customs, security forces and other 
officials from Iran’s Sistan-Baluchestan and Pakistan’s Ba-
lochistan provinces are taking part in the two-day meeting.

Pakistan-Iran border affairs, security issues, trade activ-
ities in border villages and mutual cooperation were slated 
to be discussed in the meetings.

The committee regularly meets to enhance joint cooper-
ation. The 5th meeting was held in Iran’s Zahedan.

P O L I T I C S
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403 tons of 
narcotics seized 
since March 21

TEHRAN — Some 403 tons of narcotics 
have been seized in Iran since the beginning 

of the Iranian calendar year (starting March 21, 2018), chief 
of the National Drug Control Agency has said.

“Iran holds the world’s record in seizing narcotics,” Mehr 
quoted Massoud Zahedian as saying. “Over the past 9 months, 
1290 drug trafficking groups were (also) disbanded.” 

Zahedian stressed the importance of beefing up borders 
as a part of the fight against drugs, emphasizing that the 
Islamic Republic is the “flag-bearer of fighting narcotics.”

P O L I T I C S
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Iran denies 
evacuation of 
its embassy in 
Ankara

TEHRAN — Iran’s Foreign Ministry on 
Monday dismissed as a “lie” media reports 

that Iran had evacuated its embassy in Ankara after a suicide 
bombing threat.

“Our embassy’s personnel (in Ankara) are at work and 
doing their daily activities in full security and health,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Bahram Qassemi said.

It came after some Turkish media outlets claimed 
that Iran’s embassy in Ankara had been evacuated after 
Turkish security services received a tip about a possible 
suicide bombing plot.

Also, a staffer of the Iranian embassy in Ankara was quoted 
by Tasnim as saying that the diplomatic mission was not 
facing any threat while the Turkish police have tightened 
security outside the building.

Ashton voices 
concern over 
fallout of U.S. 
JCPOA exit 

TEHRAN — Former European Union 
foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton 

has voiced concerns about the U.S. unilateral withdrawal 
from the JCPOA, and its consequences for other diplomatic 
talks and joint collaborations in the future.

Ashton made the remarks in an interview with the Direc-
tor-General of the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) 
Karin von Hippel published on Friday.

She also pointed to Iran’s compliance with the deal, 
saying, “As far as I’m aware, the Iranians are 100% com-
pliant with what they were asked to do, and that of itself 
is quite interesting because in many agreements you don’t 
get 100% compliance.”

P O L I T I C S
d e s k

TEHRAN —  Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Bahram Qassemi has said Iran is 

considering the opening of a European Union office in 
Tehran and that both sides are weighing the conditions 
and possibilities on the matter.

“The issue was raised before by the European Union, 
but we’re still weighing the issue and we will announce our 
decision after examining the issue thoroughly,” Qassemi 
said at a press conference in Tehran on Monday. 

Asked about efforts by the three European signatories to 
the nuclear agreement to salvage the deal through a mech-
anism, Qassemi said great efforts have been made in this 
regard and “we hope to receive this mechanism soon.”

“In fact, in addition to the three European countries, China 
and Russia also have responsibility in this regard. So they 

have also been present in talks about this issue,” he stated.
The spokesman added that Iran’s relations with Chi-

na and Russia goes beyond the JCPOA-related talks 
and that Tehran is willing to strengthen ties with the 
two countries.

On the case of the Iranian diplomat who was arrested 
months ago on suspicion of plotting a bomb attack on a 
meeting of Mujahedin Khalq Organization (MKO) in Paris, 
Qassemi said, “We firmly believe the diplomat is innocent 
and has fallen victim to a plot orchestrated by a terrorist 
group which aims to hurt Iran’s relations with European 
countries.”

He further said the European countries would sooner 
or later come to the same conclusion. “Nevertheless, we 
would spare no efforts to prove that he is innocent through 

legal channels.” 
  Iran receives ‘written note’ about U.S. exit 

from Treaty of Amity 
Qassemi also confirmed the receipt by Iran of a “written 

note” about America’s withdrawal from the “Treaty of Amity,” 
signed between the two countries in 1955.

The U.S. announced it would pull out of the treaty after 
it was handed a defeat at the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) in a case filed by Iran that had invoked the treaty.

Iran has filed another lawsuit against the U.S. at the same 
court but over a different matter. The Islamic Republic has 
invoked that same treaty in its new complaint.

Qassemi said that despite a declaration of withdrawal, 
the pullout from the “Treaty of Amity” would take at least 
a year to take effect.

Iran says studying opening of EU office in Tehran 
P O L I T I C S
d e s k

Japan’s new 
ambassador 

submits 
credential to 

Zarif
TEHRAN — Japan’s 
new ambassador to 

Tehran, Mitsugu Saito, (left) met on 
Monday with Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif to submit a copy of his 
credential to him. Before embarking on 
mission to Tehran, Saito served as Japan’s 
ambassador to Oman.
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The Syrian army has raised the national flag over Qunei-
tra crossing on the border with the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights after nearly five years since it was taken over by 
militant groups.

In a statement to Syria’s official news agency SANA on 
Monday, Quneitra Governor Hammam Dbayat said the 
official reopening of the key crossing came after the great 
victory achieved by the Syrian army against anti-govern-
ment militants and the return of the UN peacekeepers to 
the Golan Heights.

In August, the United Nations Disengagement Observer 
Force (UNDOF) returned to the border between Syria and 
the occupied territories and carried out a first patrol in the 
area, about four years after it was shuttered due to militant 
attacks.

The UN force returned to the area after Syrian government 
forces, backed by Russia, succeeded in recapturing territo-
ry near the Golan Heights and driving out armed militant 
groups from a “de-escalation zone.”

SANA news agency said the reopening of the crossing 
would ensure communication with Syrian people in Golan, 
facilitate the transfer of humanitarian aid and crossing of 
students along the border.

In addition to Quneitra, Jordanian officials announced a 
day earlier the reopening of Naseeb crossing, Jordan’s main 
border crossing with Syria, after a three-year closure due to 
the presence of foreign-backed terrorists.

In July, Syrian troops recaptured the crossing, which 
terrorists had seized in 2015, disrupting the major trade 
route between Syria and Jordan, Lebanon and oil-rich Per-
sian Gulf countries.

The reopening of the crossing is a major boost to Jordan’s 
struggling economy amid price rises and austerity measures 
which have sparked the country’s worst protests in decades.

“The Naseeb crossing is a vital lifeline for trade between 
the two brotherly countries Jordan and Syria through them 
to other Arab countries,” said Jordan’s government spokes-
woman Jumana Ghunaimat.

The resumption of commercial trade through the crossing 
is a diplomatic victory for Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, 
whose government is facing boycott by Arab states allied to 
the House of Saud regime.

     Deadline passes for Syria’s Idlib buffer 
without fighters leaving

Meantime, fighters in Syria’s Idlib have failed to meet a 
deadline to leave a planned buffer zone around the country’s 
last rebel bastion as set out under a Russian-Turkish deal.

The armed groups were supposed to withdraw from the 
buffer on Monday as a final condition to implementing a 
Russian-Turkish agreement to stave off a Syrian government 
offensive on the northwestern region of Idlib.

The accord hung in the balance early on Monday, seven 
years into a grinding foreign instigated war that has killed 
hundreds of thousands of people and displaced millions.

Just hours before the deadline expired, rebels vowed to 
continue to fight.

“We have not abandoned our choice of jihad and fighting 
towards implementing our blessed revolution,” said Hay’et 
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS/Organization for the Liberation of 
the Levant/Levant Liberation Committee/Tahrir al-Sham/
al-Qaeda in Syria), an alliance led by al-Qaeda’s former Syr-
ian affiliate.

“We appreciate the efforts of all those who strive inside 
and abroad to protect the liberated area,” it said in an ap-
parent reference to Turkey.

“But at the same time, we warn of the deceitfulness of the 
Russian occupier,” it said of President Bashar al-Assad’s ally. 

Under the deal, heavy weapons were to have been with-
drawn from the horseshoe-shaped buffer by October 10 and 
fighters to have left by Monday.

The so-called Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
(SOHR) said it had not observed any fighters leaving the 
outlined demilitarized area by the time midnight struck.

“The jihadists not withdrawing gives the regime and 
Russia an excuse to carry out a military operation at least 

within the demilitarized zone,” Observatory head Rami 
Abdel Rahman said.

HTS likely “tried to gain time by neither explicitly refusing 
nor accepting the deal” between Russia and Turkey, he said.

Late Saturday, “heavy mortar shells” were fired from 
the planned buffer area into regime territory, killing two 
soldiers, according to the Syrian Observatory.

Rebels reportedly fulfilled the first part of the deal, with 
Turkish officials, armed factions, and the Observatory re-
porting the area was free of heavy weaponry.

But the mortar fire that hit an army position in Hama 
province appears to have violated the accord.

It was unclear which groups fired the mortars late on 
Saturday as both the Turkish-backed National Liberation 
Front and rival factions were present in the area. The NLF 
holds about half of the Idlib region and has welcomed 
the accord.

The lion’s share of Idlib is held by Hay’et Tahrir al-Sham, 
as well as more hardline fighters such as Hurras al-Deen 
(Guardians of Religion Organization) and Ansar al-Islam.

Those groups also control more than two-thirds of the 
planned buffer zone and were supposed to withdraw by 
Monday.

Hurras al-Deen has publicly rejected the agreement, 
although it apparently withdrew its heavy arms from the 
area last week.

HTS, widely considered the most powerful force in Idlib, 
had quietly abided by the deal’s first deadline and re-stationed 
heavy arms elsewhere.

But getting the group to agree to the second part of the 
deal has proven more difficult.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and other top govern-
ment officials have warned the Idlib deal was only a “tem-
porary” measure.

On Friday, residents around Idlib received warning mes-
sages on their mobile phones from the Syrian army. “Get away 
from the fighters. Their fate is sealed and near,” one said.

The agreement signed on September 17 averted a large-
scale offensive, which the United Nations had said could 
cause massive displacement and bloodshed.

The UN warned that such action would provoke a human-
itarian disaster in the region, where as many as 800,000 
people - half of whom are internally displaced from previous 
offensives - could be forced to flee again by a regime assault 
on Idlib and surrounding areas.

Nearly three million people live in the zone now, hundreds 
of thousands of them already displaced by the brutal sev-
en-year foreign sponsored war and others heavily dependent 
on humanitarian aid to survive.

     Syrian forces dig up U.S.-made guns in 
terrorist arms cache near Damascus

Syrian security forces have discovered considerable amounts 
of Western and the United States-made munitions, including 
submachine guns, Kalashnikov rifles, rocket-propelled gre-
nades (RPGs) and sniper rifles, used by foreign-sponsored 
Takfiri militants in the country’s southwestern province of 
Rif Dimashq.

Syria’s official news agency SANA reported that gov-
ernment troops launched a clean-up operation in the town 
of Yalda, located on the southern outskirts of Damascus, 
and uncovered a huge cache of ammunition and explosives 
carefully hidden inside a plastic water tank at a local farm.

The discovery included NATO(North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization)-standard sniper rifles, a LAW portable anti-tank 
weapon, thermal and night vision equipment, grenades, 
improvised explosive devices, multiple RPG launchers, 
Kalashnikov rifles and Dragunov sniper rifles.

Takfiri militants are thought to have hidden the weapons 
at the farm earlier this year before leaving the area to the 
troubled northwestern city of Idlib.

On May 4, Syrian army soldiers discovered Israeli-made 
weapons, including chemical warfare, digital equipment 
and drugs, destined for foreign-sponsored Takfiri militants 
and the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) 
terrorists in the country’s central province of Homs as well 
as Rif Dimashq province.

The Arabic service of Russia’s Sputnik news agency 
reported that the ammunition and explosives were found 
in the southern part of Homs, located 162 kilometers (101 
miles) north of the capital Damascus. They were meant to 
be distributed among anti-government extremists groups.

Elsewhere in al-Hajar al-Aswad city, located just four 
kilometers south of Damascus, Syrian soldiers found Is-
raeli-made weapons stashed inside a network of secret 
underground tunnels.

Syria has been gripped by foreign-backed militancy since 
March 2011. The Syrian government says the Israeli regime 
and its Western and regional allies are aiding Takfiri terrorist 
groups wreaking havoc in the country.

(Source: agencies)
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Syrian army raises national flag on 
Quneitra crossing after official reopening

Israeli forces shoot dead Palestinian over alleged stabbing attempt
Israeli military forces have shot and killed a 
Palestinian man in the occupied West Bank 
over allegations that he tried to stab their 
fellow soldier.

The regime’s military said in a statement 
that the fatal shooting took place at a bus 
stop along a main highway between the 
settlements of Ariel and Barkan near the 
northern West Bank city of Salfit, without 
identifying the victim.

“A Palestinian attempted to stab a soldier 
at the site,” claimed the statement. “Troops 
fired at him and he was killed. There were 
no casualties among our forces.”

Palestinian officials have not yet made 
any comment on the report.

The Israeli military regularly opens fatal 
fire on Palestinians, accusing them of seeking 
to stab its personnel.

Human rights groups have repeatedly 
slammed Tel Aviv for its shoot-to-kill policy 
as a large number of the Palestinians killed at 
the scene of attacks did not pose any serious 
threat to Israelis.

The latest such incident came amid height-
ened tensions in the occupied West Bank 
over the regime’s internationally-criticized 
plan to demolish the Palestinian Bedouin 
village of Khan al-Ahmar, which sits east of 
al-Quds (Jerusalem).

Earlier on Monday, Israeli military forces 
deployed to the village engaged in clashes with 
the residents protesting the demolition plan.

Several Palestinians were injured in the 
skirmishes, while a number of others were 
taken into Israeli custody, according to Pales-
tinian media. To support the military’s dem-
olition plan, Israeli settlers also unleashed 
wastewater into Khan al-Ahmar, which the 
regime claims has been built illegally.

Palestinians, however, say the demo-

lition plan is part of the regime’s forcible 
displacement policy to make room for its 
unlawful settlement construction activities 
on occupied land.

     Tel Aviv approves 31 new settler 
units in southern West Bank

Meantime, the Israeli regime has approved 
plans for the construction of 31 new settler 
units in the occupied West Bank in grave con-
travention of international law and a United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolution 
against Tel Aviv’s land grab policies in the 
occupied Palestinian territories.

Peace Now, an Israeli anti-settlement 
group that monitors settlement activity in 
the West Bank, said on Sunday that the units 
will be built in the southern West Bank city 

of al-Khalil (Hebron), located 30 kilometers 
(19 miles) south of al-Quds (Jerusalem).

“For the first time in more than 20 years, 
Hebron will have a new Jewish neighborhood 
where a military camp once stood,” Israel’s 
minister for military affairs, Avigdor Lieb-
erman, said after a weekly cabinet meeting.

He said in a statement that the project 
will comprise 31 settler homes and two kin-
dergartens. Peace Now said in a statement 
that the land on which the settler homes will 
be built legally belongs to the Palestinian 
municipality of al-Khalil.

Less than a month before the United 
States President Donald Trump took office, 
the UNSC adopted Resolution 2334, calling 
on Israel to “immediately and completely 

cease all settlement activities in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories, including East 
Jerusalem” al-Quds.

About 600,000 Israelis live in over 230 
illegal settlements built since the 1967 Israeli 
occupation of the Palestinian territories of 
the West Bank and East al-Quds (Jerusalem).

Palestinians want the West Bank as part of 
a future independent Palestinian state with 
East al-Quds (Jerusalem) as its capital.

The last round of Israeli-Palestinian talks 
collapsed in 2014. Among the major sticking 
points in those negotiations was Israel’s con-
tinued settlement expansion on Palestinian 
territories.

Trump backtracked on Washington’s sup-
port for a “two-state solution” earlier this 
year, saying he would support any solution 
favored by both sides.

     Palestine denounces illegal Israeli 
settlement plan in al-Khalil

Elsewhere, the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
has denounced an Israeli decision to expand 
an illegal settlement in the heart of al-Khalil 
city, describing the move as a declaration of 
war against the Palestinian people.

On Sunday, government spokesman Yousef 
Al Mahmoud said in a statement that the 
move was a blatant targeting of the existence 
of the Palestinian people and an attack on 
international laws and resolutions, Wafa 
news agency reported.

Al-Khalil, is holy to both Muslims and Jews, 
with important religious figures including 
Abraham, seen as the forefather of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam, believed to be buried 
there. It is home to around 200,000 Pales-
tinians and some 800 settlers living under 
Israeli army protection in several heavily 
fortified compounds in the heart of the city.

(Source: agencies)

Syria’s Foreign Minister Walid Muallem says the next target after 
the liberation of Idlib is to retake the area east of the Euphrates, 
which is held by the United States-backed Kurdish militants.

“After Idlib our target is east of the Euphrates,” he  said at a 
press conference with his Iraqi counterpart Ibrahim al-Jaafari 
in Damascus on Monday, stressing his country’s determination 
to restore sovereignty over all Syrian territories.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said on Friday the 
U.S. is seeking to establish a quasi-state east of the Euphrates 
River and create illegal structures there.

“On Syrian territory there are vast lands east of the Euphrates 
where absolutely unacceptable things are taking place,” Lavrov 
told France’s Le Figaro.

“The U.S. is trying to use these lands through their Syrian 
allies – above all, through the Kurds – in order to establish a 
quasi-state there,” he went on to say.

The U.S. has been conducting airstrikes against what it says 
are the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) terror-
ist group positions inside Syria since September 2014 without 
any authorization from the Damascus government or a United 
Nations mandate.

The U.S. and its allies have repeatedly been accused of tar-
geting and killing civilians and drawn criticism over their failure 
to destroy ISIL, which they claim to be fighting.

Muallem on Monday said the U.S. has destroyed Raqqah 
Province under the pretext of fighting ISIL. The U.S.-sponsored 
militants are refusing to hand back Raqqah to the government 
control after taking it over from ISIL last year. 

Amnesty International’s new Secretary General Kumi Naidoo 
said on Friday he had been shocked by the horrific destruction 
and utter human devastation left by the U.S. airstrikes in Raqqah.

Muallem said Washington continues to support ISIL and 
evacuate its members to the east of the Euphrates. 

In his remarks, Muallem touched on a deadline which passed 
on Monday without Takfiri terrorists leaving a planned buffer 
zone in Idlib as set out under a Russian-Turkish deal.

The minister said other options are on the table if the mili-
tants do not comply with the requirements of the deal, without 
elaborating. 

The deal, agreed last month on Turkey’s initiative, forestalled 
an imminent offensive by the Syrian government forces to lib-
erate the province, the militants’ last major stronghold in Syria.

“We cannot keep quiet about the continuation of the current 
situation in Idlib if the Nusra Front refuses to comply with this 
agreement,” Muallem said.

The minister said it was up to Moscow now to judge whether 
the deal had been fulfilled.

“Now we must give the time to our friends the Russians to 
judge whether the agreement was fulfilled or not,” he said.

Muallem said Ankara has the means to ensure the agreement 
is complied with.

“For us we said always Idlib, as any other province, has to 
return back to Syrian sovereignty. We prefer to have it through 
peaceful means, through reconciliation, but if not there (are) 
other options,” he added.

(Source: Press TV)

Turkey has suspended more than 250 senior local officials over 
alleged terror links and activities unrelated to their posts, the 
interior ministry says.

Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu removed 259 local neigh-
borhood heads, known as “muhtar” in Turkish, from their posts, 
his office said in a statement on Monday.

The statement did not provide further detail on what terror 
organizations the officials were allegedly linked to.

The muhtar is the elected chief of a village or a city neigh-
borhood, and responsible for day-to-day services for residents 
such as registration.

Turkey has suspended or sacked over 140,000 public sector 
employees because of alleged links to a movement led by the 
United States-based opposition cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom 
the Ankara government accuses of having masterminded the 
July 2016 coup attempt against President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 
Tens of thousands of people have also been arrested in Turkey 
on suspicion of having links to Gulen and the failed coup. 

During the 2016 botched putsch, a faction of the Turkish 
military declared that it had seized control of the country and 
the government of Erdogan was no more in charge. The attempt 
was, however, suppressed a few hours later.

Ankara has since accused Gulen of having orchestrated the 
coup. The opposition figure is also accused of being behind a 
long-running campaign to topple the government via infiltrat-
ing the country’s institutions, particularly the army, police and 
the judiciary. 

Gulen has denounced the “despicable putsch” and reiterated 
that he had no role in it.

The international community and rights groups have been 
highly critical of the Turkish president over the massive dismissals 
and the crackdown.

      Turkey suspended over 500 village guards
Last week, the interior ministry suspended 559 village guards, 

locals employed to combat Kurdish militants, accused of links to 
terror organizations while 76 were accused of people trafficking 
and drug crimes.

Village guards, ethnic Kurds armed men paid by the govern-
ment supporting the Turkish state, have the right to carry arms, 
to inform on suspected separatist activities.

Turkish authorities detained 137 people in country-wide op-
erations earlier this month over alleged links to the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK/Partiya Karkerên Kurdistanê) militant group.

PKK militants regularly clash with Turkish forces in the Kurd-
ish-dominated southeast of Turkey.

Turkey, along with the European Union and the United 
States, has declared the PKK a terrorist group and banned it. 
The militant group has been seeking an autonomous Kurdish 
region since 1984.

More than 40,000 people have been killed during the three-dec-
ade conflict between Turkey and the autonomy-seeking militant 
group.

(Source: Press TV)

Turkey suspends over 250 
local officials amid crackdown

East of Euphrates Syria’s 
next target after liberation of 
Idlib: FM
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TEHRAN — The value 
of Iran’s minerals and 

mining exports stood at $5.1 billion during 
the first half of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 21-September 22), rising 9.5 
percent from the figure of the same period 
of time in the past year.

In terms of weight, the exports from this 
sector fell 9.6 percent, IRIB reported citing 

the data released by the Iranian Mines and 
Mining Industries Development and Reno-
vation Organization (IMIDRO). 

The worth of Iran’s minerals and min-
ing exports stood at $9 billion in the past 
Iranian calendar year (ended on March 20, 
2018), according to Mehdi Karbasian, the 
head of IMIDRO.

As Karbasian announced in late February, 

by the end of the present Iranian year, about 
$6 billion of new projects will be inaugurated 
in Iranian mining sector.

Iran is one of the top 10 mineral-rich 

countries where 68 types of minerals have 
been identified so far, including the world’s 
largest deposits of copper, zinc and iron ore, 
which are tempting international investors.

Saudi Arabia has threatened to use its economic muscle to respond 
to any punitive measure taken against the kingdom in the wake 
of the disappearance of a prominent journalist. 

In a statement released after President Donald Trump warned 
that Saudi Arabia would face “severe punishment” if the govern-
ment had killed Jamal Khashoggi, the world’s top oil exporter 
said “if it receives any action, it will respond with greater action”. 

“The kingdom affirms its total rejection of any threats and 
attempts to undermine it, whether by threatening to impose 
economic sanctions, using political pressures, or repeating false 
accusations,” the Saudi state news agency quoted an unnamed 
official as saying. “The kingdom’s economy has an influential 
and vital role in the global economy”. 

The response underlines the mounting international pressure 
on Saudi Arabia and its de facto ruler Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman since Khashoggi disappeared after entering 
its consulate in Istanbul earlier this month. Turkish officials 
have said they believe the journalist, who is a U.S. resident, was 
killed inside the consulate. 

Mevlut Cavusoglu, Turkey’s foreign minister, said Saudi Arabia 
had not co-operated in the investigation, despite proposing to 
create a “joint working group” with Turkish authorities.

In an unusual move for countries that have tended to priorities 
bilateral ties with Riyadh, Britain, France and Germany issued 
a joint statement saying they were treating the incident “with 
the utmost seriousness” and “expect the Saudi government to 
provide a complete and detailed response”.

The Saudi stock market plunged as much as 7 percent on 
Sunday before closing down 3.5 percent. 

Riyadh has repeatedly denied any involvement. But the case 
of Khashoggi, who wrote a regular column for the Washington 
Post and was critical of Saudi authorities, threatens to trigger 
the biggest diplomatic dispute with its western allies in years. 

In an interview with CBS News’ 60 Minutes on Saturday, 

Trump said the U.S. was investigating the disappearance of 
Khashoggi, which he called “really terrible and disgusting”. 

“We’re going to get to the bottom of it, and there will be severe 
punishment,” he said. 

Larry Kudlow, the top White House economic official, on 
Sunday stressed that Saudi Arabia should not dismiss the warn-
ings from Trump. 

“If the Saudis are involved, if Khashoggi was killed or 
harmed?.?.?.?he will take action,” Kudlow told Fox News. 
“We will take stern action with the Saudis if necessary. Take 
the president at his word.”

The Saudi embassy in Washington later on Sunday tweeted 
a more conciliatory statement, which said: “the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia extends it appreciation to all, including the U.S. 
administration, for refraining from jumping to conclusions on 
the ongoing investigation.”

Saudi Arabia is the top American ally in the Arab world. It 
has forged strong relations with a Trump administration that 
has embraced the region’s strongmen leaders and taken an 
increasingly belligerent stance against Iran. 

Trump has rejected suggestions that the U.S. should punish 
Riyadh by cancelling a vaunted $110bn in weapons sales over the 

Khashoggi case. He said there were other ways to punish Saudi 
Arabia if necessary, without providing any details. 

Trump has come under pressure in Washington to respond 
to the allegations. There has been growing outrage among U.S. 
politicians over the allegations that a team of Saudis flew into 
Istanbul and then tortured and killed the journalist in the consulate.

Bob Corker, the Tennessee Republican who heads the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, this week said his “instincts say 
that there is no question the Saudi government did this?.?.?.?that 
they murdered him”.

Corker said it would “hugely undermine” relations with Con-
gress. “The [Trump] administration will have to pay attention 
to that,” said Corker, who has also said that Congress could look 
at the issue of U.S. weapons sales to Saudi Arabia.

A large bipartisan group of U.S. senators, including Corker, 
this week triggered an investigation into the disappearance of 
Khashoggi under the Global Magnitsky Act. The move could lead 
to the imposition of sanctions on Saudi officials if any members 
of the regime are determined to have committed human rights 
abuses.

Jeff Flake, an Arizona Republican senator, said the U.S. 
needed to take “severe action” in response to the disappear-
ance of Khashoggi.

“Congress will take it upon themselves to take that action if 
it turns out, as the press reporting seems to indicate, that Saudi 
Arabia was involved,” Flake told ABC television.

Separately, Trump has for weeks been seeking to pressure 
Riyadh — the only oil producer with significant spare capacity 
to increase crude exports — to help curb the rise in fuel prices 
as U.S. midterm elections loom and cushion the impact of a fall 
in Iranian crude exports caused by U.S. sanctions. 

Hinting at his frustration with Riyadh, the U.S. president 
this month told a campaign rally that King Salman may not last 
“two weeks” without U.S. support.    (Source: Financial Times)
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USD 42,000 rials
EUR 48,600 rials

GBP 55,250 rials

AED 11,430  rials

TEDPIX 180601.5
IFX 1995.53

WTI $71.56/b

Brent $80.75/b

OPEC Basket $80.14/b

Gold $1,228.65/oz

Silver $14.78/oz

Platinium $849.25/oz

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

 Source: isna.ir

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

TEHRAN — Ten major infrastructure, 
standardization, and safety improvement 

projects will be inaugurated at Mehrabad International Airport 
on Tuesday, IRIB reported.  

As reported, the inauguration ceremony will be held in the 
present of Iranian Majlis speaker Ali Larijani and Transport 
Minister Abbas Akhoundi.

The projects include launching the airport’s central power 
plant, renovation of firefighting and safety equipment, self-
checking system, and etc. 

TEHRAN – Members of Iran-Iraq joint 
chamber of commerce along with business-

men from both sides gathered together in Tehran to discuss ways 
of developing mutual trade, IRIB reported on Sunday.

Being held for the first time after 15 years, the meeting was 
mainly focused on promoting mutual trade with Kirkuk, Mosul and 
Erbil regions in Iraq in order to help reconstructing Mosul in Iraq.

During the meeting the two sides pointed out issues and prob-
lems regarding trade between the two countries and expressed 
eagerness for resolving such problems and increasing mutual trade.

Speaking at the event, the Secretary General of Iran-Iraq 
Chamber Hamid Hosseini said that Iraq is Iran’s second-largest 
trading partner, and Iran is the third largest trading partner for 
Iraq after China and Turkey, which we hope will climb to the first 
place in the near future.

TEHRAN — Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration (IRICA) and Japan In-

ternational Cooperation Agency (JICA) signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) on the joint holding of a training 
course for Afghanistan’s customs personnel, IRINA reported 
on Sunday.

The MOU was signed by IRICA Head Foroud Asgari and 
Yukiharu Kobayashi, the chief representative of JICA Iran Office.   

This MOU is a clear sign of IRICA’s successful cooperation 
with other countries, according to Asgari.
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Saudi Arabia hits back at Trump’s ‘punishment’ warning 

Asian shares resume decline, 
Saudi tensions lift oil prices
Asian shares slipped on Monday as worries over Sino-U.S. trade 
disputes, a possible slowdown in the Chinese economy and higher 
U.S. borrowing costs tempered optimism despite a rebound in global 
equities late last week.

Spreadbetters expected European stocks to open mixed, with 
Britain’s FTSE .FTSE edging up 0.15 percent, Germany’s DAX .GDAXI 
dipping 0.1 percent and France’s CAC .FCHI losing 0.3 percent.

Not helping the mood, oil prices jumped and Saudi Arabian 
shares tumbled on rising diplomatic tensions between Riyadh and 
the West after the monarchy warned against threats to punish it 
over disappearance of a journalist critical of its policies.

MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan 
.MIAPJ0000PUS fell 1 percent while Shanghai shares .SSEC were 
down 0.75 percent.

Japan’s Nikkei .N225 slumped 1.8 percent, with carmaker shares 
.ITEQP.T hitting 13-month lows after Washington said it would 
seek a provision about currency manipulation in future trade deals 
with Japan.

MSCI’s broadest gauge of the world’s stock markets .MIWD-
00000PUS was off 0.25 percent after a sizable 3.87 percent decline 
last week - its biggest since March - to a one-year nadir.

The market shakeout has been blamed on a series of factors, 
including worries about the impact of a U.S.-China trade war, a 
spike in U.S. bond yields and caution ahead of the earnings season.

(Source: Reuters) 
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First
 Announcement

INTERNATIONAL TENDER NO. 97-07/176
Tender Holder: 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB) 

Subject of Two-Stage Tender: 
Technical Specifications of Rack Project and Inner Cooling System according to the tender documents

Deadline of Receiving Documents: 
As of publishing second announcement of advertisement latest by the business hour dated on Monday 
October 22, 2018. 

Place of Receiving Documents: 
Secretariat of Tenders’ Commission, Technical Purchasing (KALA) Dept., Media Technology and 
Development Deputy Office, Bldg. No. 2, IRIB, Jam-e Jam St., Vali-e Asr Ave., Tehran 

Type and Amount of Guarantee for Participating in Tender: 
The amount of USD 114,909 which should be in the form of extendable bank guarantee  

Time and Place of Delivering Priced Bid:
The sealed A, B & C packages/envelopes should be submitted within one main envelope marked with tender 
number no later than 15 p.m. on Wednesday November 21, 2018 and submitted to the Secretariat of 
Commission of Tenders. 

Time and Place of Opening Envelopes 
The date of opening envelopes A&B is at 8:30 a.m. on Monday November 26, 2018 in the office of 
Vice President of IRIB Planning and Financial Resources and opening of envelope C will be after technical 
evaluation. 
It should be noted that bidders should hold license from the authorized bodies. 

For more information, please contact the following phone numbers: 0098-21-22166313
It is obvious that cost of publishing two advertisements shall be borne by the winner of tender. 

Public Relations Dept. of IRIB 

 IN THE NAME OF GOD
 ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING

China’s central bank still 
has plenty of tools to 

counter detrimental effects 
of trade war, says governor 

China’s central bank still has plenty of tools that it 
can use to counter the detrimental effects of a trade 
war, its governor, Yi Gang, said on Sunday.

The Asian economic giant is in the center of a tariff 
fight with the U.S. The world›s two largest econo-
mies have imposed tit-for-tat tariffs on each other›s 
products, which have made investors nervous and is 
seen as a major risk in derailing the global economy.

“I think the downside risks from trade tensions 
are significant,” Yi said at the International Banking 
Seminar, which was organized on the sidelines of the 
annual meetings of the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank in Bali, Indonesia.

“We still have plenty of monetary instruments 
in terms of interest rate policy, in terms of required 
reserve ratio. We have plenty of room for adjust-
ment, in case we need it,” he said, adding that China 
still wants a “constructive solution” to the ongoing 
trade frictions.

Yi’s comments came just days after the IMF 
downgraded global growth forecasts for this year 
and next year to 3.7 percent, citing ongoing trade 
tensions that could hurt confidence. China’s economy 
is expected to grow 6.6 percent this year — maintain-
ing an earlier forecast — but slashed the country›s 
2019 growth estimate by 0.2 percentage points to 
6.2 percent.

 How China manages its monetary policy 
How China manages its monetary policy  

The IMF also said that at its worst, the tariff 
fight could knock 1.6 percentage points off China›s 
economic growth over two years, although it added 
that it expects much of that impact to be offset by 
the Chinese government›s policies to stimulate the 
economy.

Yi said he largely agrees with the IMF›s assess-
ment on how an escalating trade war could impact 
the global economy. But he said China is on track to 
meet its growth target of 6.5 percent this year and 
“maybe a little bit more.”

‘No ease, no tight’
The People’s Bank of China has on four occa-

sions this year cut the amount of reserves that banks 
must hold, unlocking more cash into the economy so 
that businesses and households could borrow more 
money to spend.

Many investors and economists — such as UBS and 
Nomura — have interpreted those moves as China›s 
signal to ease monetary conditions. But Yi on Sunday 
maintained that China›s monetary policy stance is 
still prudent and neutral.

A neutral monetary policy means the central bank 
is neither trying to slow nor stimulate the economy. 
When policy is said to be accommodative, it means 
the central bank is making it cheaper for businesses 
and households to borrow in hopes that they will 
increase spending and lift the economy.

(Source: CNBC)
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Libya’s NOC threatens to halt oil 
refinery over insecurity

China’s Unipec sells first oil priced off INE 
crude futures to Shandong-based refiner

Libya’s National Oil Corporation warned 
on Sunday it could be forced to suspend 
production at its Zawiya refinery due to 
growing security threats to its staff and 
facilities.

 “National Oil Corporation’s board of 
directors has alerted the Petroleum Facilities 
Guard and competent authorities regarding 
the recent lack of protection and security at 
the Zawiya refinery,” NOC said in a statement.

“Any continuation or failure to address 
this situation, to ensure staff and site 
protection and increase security, will 
affect ongoing operations and result in 
their suspension.”

The refinery, located 45 kilometers (28 
miles) west of Tripoli, receives around 
125,000 barrels a day from the southern 
Sharara pipeline, representing less than 
half of Libya’s oil output.

It also supplies Tripoli, where fuel 
shortages are already rife.

Libya descended into chaos after the 2011 
uprising that toppled and killed longtime 
dictator Moamer Kadhafi, with rival militias 

and authorities vying for control of the 
country’s oil assets.

In July, NOC halted crude exports from 
its Zawiya terminal after a drop in production 
following an attack.

“This situation is not sustainable, either 
from a worker security or production 
standpoint,” NOC chief Mostafa Sanalla 
said in Sunday’s statement.

 “We expect the most basic principles 
of security to be upheld by those guarding 
NOC facilities, and call upon the relevant 
authorities to remedy this inadequacy 
immediately,” he added.

(Source: Vanguard)

As Saudi Arabia pushes back against in-
ternational pressure that it played a role in 
the disappearance of a prominent journalist, 
analysts are warning there could be fallout 
for global oil markets.

Relations between the kingdom and the 
some parts of the international communi-
ty have deteriorated rapidly after Jamal 
Khashoggi, a journalist who resided in the 
U.S., disappeared early this month after vis-
iting the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.

Turkey reportedly believes the Washing-
ton Post journalist and critic of the Saudi 
administration was deliberately killed inside 
the building and his body removed. Riyadh 
has dismissed the claims.

The stock market in Saudi Arabia plunged 
on Sunday, and analysts believe oil could be 
the next to be affected.

Robert Carnell, chief economist head of 
research at ING, said the incident “opens a 
new source of risk.”

“Any Saudi retaliation will presumably 
mainly come through reduced oil supply 
and higher prices. That won’t help market 
sentiment,” he wrote in a note on Monday.

U.S. President Donald Trump said on 

Saturday there would be “severe punish-
ment” for Saudi Arabia if it turned out that 
Khashoggi was killed in the consulate. But 
the Middle Eastern country said on Sunday 
it would retaliate to possible economic sanc-
tions taken by other states over the case, the 
state news agency SPA reported, quoting an 
official source.

Michael Heise, chief economist at Allianz, 
told CNBC’s “Squawk Box” on Monday, that 
oil could indeed by used as a tool of retali-
ation by Riyadh.

“They might contemplate doing that, 
depending on how tough the sanctions, for 
example by the U.S., might be. That might 
lead them to, in the end, use oil as a weapon,” 

he said. “I’m not too optimistic on that issue.”
“If the oil price continues to react in an 

upward direction ... that affects many mar-
kets, also many emerging markets in Asia, 
which are net importers of oil. I think that 
is the most important transmission channel 
of this crisis,” he added.

The incident is adding to already existing 
upward pressures on oil prices: Supply is set 
to fall after U.S. sanctions on Iran kick in 
next month. The Trump administration had 
been relying on Saudi Arabia — one of the 
world’s largest oil producers — to maintain 
supply and curb surging prices.

That could pose a conundrum for Trump 
if the situation deteriorates further as U.S. 
midterm elections loom.

“There’s this situation at the moment where 
President Trump is heading into the midterm 
elections, he doesn’t want a high oil price 
because that is reflecting through to a high 
gasoline price,” Matthew Smith, director of 
commodity research at tanker tracking firm 
ClipperData, told CNBC’s “The Rundown.” 
“At the same time, we’ve got these sanctions 
that are going to be kicking in on Iran.”

 (Source: CNBC)

The International Energy Agency’s report on the 
future of petrochemicals, which was published 
last week, provides salutary reading for those 
who imagine that oil demand is about to peak 
and then collapse.

Demand for petrochemicals has nearly dou-
bled since 2000 and the sector now consumes 
14 percent of daily global oil use (13m barrels a 
day) and 8 percent of gas (300bn cubic meters). 
In addition, China uses coal as the feedstock of a 
chemicals sector that has grown from a minimal 
base over the last two decades.

The environmental impact of the petrochem-
ical sector is substantial. Emissions from their 
production may not be as substantial as those 
from steel and cement (both of which rely pre-
dominantly on coal) but they still account for 18 
percent of the global total of industrial carbon 
dioxide emissions.

The sector is also a major user of water, adding 
to the stresses and shortages in some parts of 
the world, and significantly adds to waste. The 
sector produces some 10m tons of waste each 
year — islands of discarded plastic pollute the 
Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, with one 
in the Pacific now three times the size of France, 

the IEA says.
This week, the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change highlighted in a report the 
dangers from global warming even if the rise 
in temperature could be kept to the original 
target of “well below” 2C by 2100. It warned 
that emissions had started to rise again after 
being flat in 2015 and 2016.

Petrochemicals are described by the IEA as 
one of the “blind spots” in the standard analysis 
of the energy market, and it is right.

There is no sign of the growth trend being 
reversed. Petrochemicals run through our daily 
lives and are pervasive in key industries from 
automobiles to telecommunications. As the 
agency points out: “combinations of plastics 
in electronic equipment are increasingly dis-
placing paper as the medium for conveying 
information in a digitized world”.

Without petrochemicals we would not have 
wind turbines or solar panels for renewable en-
ergy, of course. Demand growth is driven by 
the economy, an increasing population and 
technical advances. The fact that there are no 
obvious economically viable alternatives for most 
petrochemical products is equally as important. 

The IEA authors describe two scenarios for 
the future of the industry: one based on current 
policies, the other a “clean” alternative, which 
looks highly optimistic.

Recycling can be encouraged, as can the cap-
ture of some of the waste that currently leaks 
into the oceans. Some petrochemical activity can 
be shifted from its reliance on coal to the use of 
natural gas. But it is hard to see either preventing 
substantial growth in both the consumption of 
petrochemicals fuelled by hydrocarbons and the 
associated environmental problems. 

The central projection in this report is that 
demand for petrochemical products will grow 
by 30 percent by 2030 and by 60 percent by 
2050, pushing feedstock demand up by 7m b/d 
of oil. This could offset a substantial proportion 
of any reduction in emissions achieved through 
the electrification of light vehicles and further 
improvements in energy efficiency. 

Companies involved in the sector face signif-
icant change: the US is able to make use of the 
substantial volumes of gas released by the shale 
revolution, the Middle East is concentrating on 
using low-cost local feedstock and China con-
tinues to develop high-value chemicals through 

conversion into methane. The European industry 
will struggle to compete.

With technology, we have yet to see the 
full impact of new processes such as the direct 
conversion of crude oil to chemicals, which 
is being pioneered by Saudi Aramco and the 
state-controlled group Sabic and could disrupt 
the refining business. 

A big issue for the industry, however, may be 
growing environmental awareness of the impact 
of petrochemicals. Campaigns against the use of 
plastic bags because of their impact on the sea 
may not make much absolute difference but they 
signal to companies that change is necessary. 
Recycling or some means of breaking down 
plastics to allow safe and easy disposal could 
become the standard expectation of consumers, 
and regulation will follow.

An even greater challenge is to identify sub-
stitutes for fossil fuel-based petrochemicals 
in key applications. As the IEA makes clear, 
“chemical feedstock cannot be decarbonized” 
— carbon provides the structure and properties 
of most primary chemicals and the products 
they produce.

 (Source: Financial Times)

Oil prices rose on Monday as tension 
over the disappearance of a prominent 
Saudi journalist stoked supply worries, 
although concerns over the long-term 
demand outlook dragged on sentiment.

Brent crude oil jumped $1.49 a barrel to 
a high of $81.92 before slipping to $81.13, 
up 70 cents, by 0850 GMT. U.S. crude was 
last up 40 cents at $71.74.

“Growing tensions over the 
disappearance of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi at the Saudi consulate in 
Istanbul has proved supportive for oil 
prices,” said ING commodities strategist 
Warren Patterson.

Saudi Arabia has been under pressure 
since Khashoggi, a critic of Riyadh and a 
U.S. resident, disappeared on Oct. 2 after 
visiting the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.

U.S. President Donald Trump threatened 
“severe punishment” if it is found that 
Khashoggi was killed in the consulate.

Saudi Arabia said it would retaliate to 
any action against it over the Khashoggi 
case, state news agency SPA reported on 
Sunday, quoting an official source.

“This has raised concerns that the Saudis 
may use oil as a tool for retaliation if any 
sanctions or other action is taken against 

it,” Patterson said.
Analysts said, however, that it was 

difficult to imagine Saudi Arabia taking 
action that would hit world oil supply.

“So far the oil market is withstanding the 
verbal war and though prices are slightly 
higher ... they are a good $5 below the peak 
last week,” said Fiona Cincotta, analyst 

at City Index.
Exerting downward pressure on 

prices, Friday’s monthly report from 
the International Energy Agency said 
the market looked “adequately supplied 
for now” and cut its forecasts for world 
oil demand growth this year and next.

OPEC, Russia and other oil producers, 
such as U.S. shale companies, had increased 
production sharply since May, the IEA 
said, raising world crude output by 1.4 
million barrels per day (bpd).

“These are very bearish for oil prices,” 
said Commerzbank commodities analyst 
Carsten Fritsch.

The secretary general of the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries said 
last week that the group saw the oil market 
as well supplied and that it was wary of 
creating a glut next year.

Societe Generale on Monday raised its 
forecast for Brent crude in the final quarter 
of this year to $82 from $78 per barrel after 
a sharp rise in prices over the past two 
months pushed Brent up from about $70.

The French bank wrote that there were 
“high levels of risk and uncertainty in the 
oil markets”.

(Source: Reuters)

Chinese state-owned oil trader Unipec has 
sold its first crude cargo priced off crude 
futures traded on the Shanghai International 
Energy Exchange (INE) to a domestic oil 
refiner, three sources with knowledge of 
the matter said on Monday.

The deal illustrates a rising level of ac-
ceptance of the INE futures as a pricing 
benchmark for crude oil trades which may 
lead to others outside of China to use the 
INE prices for deals in the future.

Unipec sold 350,000 barrels of medi-
um-sour crude oil produced in the Middle 
East to independent refiner Chambroad 
Petrochemicals located in eastern Shandong 
province at a differential to the Shanghai 
crude futures, they said.

The 350,000 barrels were sold to Cham-
broad for November delivery and will be 
priced against INE futures for December 
delivery, one of the sources said.

The INE crude futures are the first yu-
an-denominated oil contract and is aimed 
at building a regional benchmark to reflect 
China’s purchasing and pricing power in the 

crude market. China is the world’s largest 
crude oil importer.

Unipec, the trading arm of Asia’s largest 
refiner Sinopec , is among a handful of 
companies that made the first deliveries 
of crude through the sale of futures on the 
exchange in September.

In March, Unipec signed a supply deal 
with Shell to buy crude priced off INE fu-
tures.

“For sellers it’s easy to convert dated 
Brent or Dubai to INE, but buyers will have 
to bear the price volatility,” when they hedge 
the oil, said a Singapore-based trader.

 (Source: Reuters)
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Oil prices rise on Saudi 
tensions; demand outlook drags 

U.S. Gulf of Mexico oil 
and gas output increasing 
after hurricane 
U.S. Gulf of Mexico oil and gas production is returning to near 
normal levels following Hurricane Michael, data from an offshore 
regulator showed on Sunday, with oil output off 15.8 percent and 
natural gas production down less than 10 percent.

The Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) 
also said in a midday update on Sunday that all oil and gas op-
erators have returned to their production platforms. It can take 
several days after a storm passes to inspect platforms for damages, 
fully return crews and restore production after wells are shut-in 
ahead of a storm.

Michael entered the Gulf as a tropical storm and quickly spun 
into a major hurricane, producing rough seas and winds of up to 
155 miles per hour (250 kph) when it made landfall as a Category 
4 storm near Panama City, Florida, on Wednesday.

The Gulf production still offline on Saturday morning repre-
sented 268,824 barrels per day of oil production and 227 million 
cubic feet per day of natural gas output, BSEE reported from 
a survey of 17 oil and gas producers. In all, Michael cost Gulf 
producers about 3.27 million barrels of oil this week.

Offshore production in federal waters of the U.S. Gulf of Mexico 
accounts for 17 percent of total U.S. crude output and 5 percent 
of national natural gas production, according to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration.

(Source: Reuters)

The case of the missing Saudi journalist is creating major worries around the oil market

India’s energy sector reforms 
intact despite price cut
India’s decision to reduce retail fuel prices may have raised ques-
tions on whether New Delhi would resort to similar cuts often as 
general elections draw near, but delegates attending the India 
Energy Forum by CERAWeek said the move does not dilute the 
direction of the country’s energy policy reforms.

The twin blow from rising crude prices and weakening do-
mestic currency prompted India earlier this month to cut retail 
fuel prices for the first time since aligning them with the global 
market a year earlier.

Although the move brings additional fiscal burden, delegates 
said that it’s an effort by the government to give some kind of 
interim relief to consumers.

“The process of energy sector reforms in India is irreversible. 
The price cut by the government is the best step taking into ac-
count the market situation,” B. Ashok, CEO of Ratnagiri Refinery 
and Petrochemicals Ltd and former CEO of Indian Oil Corp, told 
S&P Global Platts on the sidelines of the India Energy Forum in 
New Delhi.

Even leading industry officials have said they don’t expect New 
Delhi to step back from pushing energy policy reforms.

“Clearly, one of the great initiatives the government took a couple 
of years back was to deregulate prices. On those premises, players 
like us have made substantial investments in the retail fuel space,” 
B. Anand, chief executive officer of Nayara Energy told Platts.

“There is a strong initiative from the government to get more 
and more private partners into the supply and distribution side. So 
we believe and we are hoping that there won’t be any change in the 
progress of policies the government has undertaken,” he added.

 Balancing act
On October 4, the government reduced the excise tax on both 

fuels by Rupee 1.50/liter ($0.02/liter). In addition, New Delhi has 
asked state-run oil retailers such as Indian Oil Corp, Hindustan 
Petroleum Corp and Bharat Petroleum Corp, to also reduce gasoline 
and diesel prices by Rupee 1/liter across the country.

The government said the relief to the consumer would not in-
crease the existing fiscal deficit target of 3.3 percent for the current 
fiscal year -- 2018-19 (April-March) -- as the government’s direct 
tax revenue collection had risen in the first half of the fiscal year.

“Let me categorically assure all that there is no going back on 
deregulation of oil prices,” finance minister Arun Jaitley reiterated 
after he announced the price cuts.

Dharmakirti Joshi, chief economist at CRISIL, a unit of S&P 
Global, said a cut in excise duty can been seen as a “price smooth-
ening tool” -- raising the excise duty when crude prices are low 
and cutting them when crude prices rise.

“This is better than tinkering with the revenues of oil marketing 
companies, which should be avoided as far as possible, as petrol 
and diesel have been decontrolled,” he added.

 Road ahead
But some analysts worry if New Delhi might resort to similar 

cuts again in the future.
“In our view, investors will also worry that the government 

could again do similar duty cuts, and ask OMCs to absorb a further 
oil price impact in future as well. The worries would increase in 
coming months, in our view, as governments typically take more 
populism closer to elections,” Nomura said in a research note.

New Delhi has also taken additional steps to ease the pressure 
from rising crude oil prices.                                                 (Source: Platts)

How petrochemicals are fuelling oil demand
Total in talks to buy stake in 
Adani’s LNG, city gas projects
French energy giant Total SA is in talks to buy up to half of Adani 
Group›s stake in LNG projects in Gujarat and Odisha, an un-
der-construction LPG import facility and in its city gas projects, 
sources privy to the development said. 

The French firm is keen on investing in fast growing gas market 
in India and finds Adani a suitable vehicle as it owns the crucial 
downstream infrastructure, they said. 

Adani holds 25 per cent stake in just-completed 5 million tons 
a year liquefied natural gas (LNG) import terminal at Mundra. 
It is also building a similar capacity LNG import terminal at 
Dhamra in Odisha at a cost of Rs5,100 crore. 

Sources said Total is in talks to buy half of Adani›s stake in 
the two terminals. 

It is also looking at buying a 50 per cent stake in under-con-
struction LPG import terminal that Adani is building at Mundra 
in Gujarat as well as a stake in Adani’s flourishing city gas distri-
bution projects, the sources said, adding that a preliminary pact 
may be signed this week during the visit of Total CEO Patrick 
Pouyanne to India. 

India is looking at more than doubling the share of natural gas 
in its energy basket to 15 per cent in next few years and is giving 
major push to city gas distribution projects. It imports half of its 
gas needs, which are projected to rise exponentially as it shifts 
from polluting liquid fuels to environment friendly natural gas. 

While an email sent to Total for comments remained unan-
swered, Adani Group spokesperson wasn’t immediately available 
for comments.                                                                          (Source: Platts)
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In a first, India and China team up to 
train Afghan diplomats

INTERNATIONAL
d e s k

TEHRAN — For all the 
major regional players, 

strategic presence in Afghanistan has a 
deep significance for host of reasons.  It is 
considered as a laboratory for testing each 
other’s power and influence in the region.

While India has used its soft power to good 
effect in Afghanistan, other regional powers 
like Pakistan and China have not managed 
to gain strategic foothold in the war-ravaged 
country. In yet another attempt to boost its 
diplomacy in Afghanistan, India has part-
nered with China to train Afghan diplomats.

Hailed as first such initiative, India and 
China came together on Monday to provide 
assistance to Afghanistan through a joint 
training program for Afghan diplomats.

The Joint India-China Training Program 
for Afghan diplomats, to be held between 
October 15 and 26, kicked off on Monday as 
part of an understanding reached between 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in Wuhan.

Ten Afghan diplomats are being trained 
at the Foreign Service Institute (FSI) in In-
dia. The program began after the statements 
by India’s External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi were read out by the diplomats of the two 
countries.

China’s Ambassador to India Luo Zhaohui, 
in his remarks at the launch of the program, 
said such a China-India Plus cooperation 
should be extended from Afghanistan to other 
countries such as Nepal, Bhutan, Maldives, 
Iran and Myanmar.

Describing India as a regional major 
power, he said China and India can also 
join hands under the mechanisms of South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC), Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) and Bangladesh, China, India, 
Myanmar Forum for Regional Cooperation 
(BCIM), to promote regional peace, stability 
and prosperity.

Both of us (China and India) support an 
Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace and 
reconciliation process. Both of us uphold that 
Afghanistan should realize peace, stability 
and prosperity. Both of us are against ter-
rorism, said the envoy, reiterating support 
to Afghan peace process, at a time when the 

terrorist groups have upped the ante across 
Afghanistan.

We are talking a lot about the regional 
connectivity initiatives, such as Interna-
tional North-South Transport Corridor, 
India-Afghanistan-Iran transit and trade 
arrangement and China-Pakistan-Afghanistan 
cooperation. All of these have provided a 
solid foundation for the current and future 
cooperation between China and India in 
Afghanistan, he said.

Noting that the training program is the 
first step for the China-India Plus coopera-
tion in Afghanistan, the Chinese envoy said 
this was just the beginning.

Swaraj, in her statement that was read out 
by FSI Dean Ambassador J S Mukul, said the 
seeds for joint cooperation in Afghanistan 
were sown at the meeting between Prime 
Minister Modi and President Xi when they 
met in Wuhan in April 2018.

Today, we see it blooming with the initia-
tion of this training program. This marks 
the beginning of what we visualize as a long 
term trilateral partnership for the benefit of 
Afghanistan, Swaraj was quoted as saying.

She added that India is committed to part-
ner Afghanistan in its efforts to emerge as 
a united, peaceful, secure, stable, inclusive 
and economically vibrant nation. Talking 
about India’s New Development Partnership 
with Afghanistan, she said it aspires to bring 
prosperity to all 34 provinces of Afghanistan 
through high impact community develop-
ment projects.

There were four broad pillars of the pro-
gram building infrastructure, developing 
human resource, enhancing connectivity, 
and promoting trade and investment links, 
she said, noting that the India-Afghanistan 
friendship dam in Herat, Parliament build-
ing in Kabul, and operationalization of the 

Chabahar port were prominent symbols of 
this partnership.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang, in his 
statement read out by the Chinese ambas-
sador, said the launch of the program marks 
an important step forward as it reflects 
the closer coordination and cooperation 
between two countries on regional affairs 
and represents a positive development in 
Sino-India relations.

China and India have been active support-
ers of Afghanistan’s peace, and reconstruction 
process. This Joint Capacity Building Program 
is an essential part of the international efforts 
to assist Afghanistan and marks the start of 
China-India-Afghanistan cooperation.

It is a testament to the joint aspiration 
and endeavor of China and India, both being 
major, responsible developing countries, to 
contribute to regional peace and stability, 
Wang said.

1       UN World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) predicts that India will account 
for 50 million outbound tourists by 2020. 
Operators say that at present around 25 mil-
lion tourists from India travel abroad.

At a time when Indians are looking for 
more economically viable destinations, places 
like Dubai, Malaysia and Singapore are be-
ing talked about. These venues offer glitzy 
night-life and huge sky-scrappers, whereas 
Iran has all the charm to captivate Indian 
travelers with its historical and environment 
attractions.

Recently, Israel has jumped into the fray 
as well and is now becoming a preferred 
destination for Indian tourists. Israeli 
Tourism Ministry figures showed an 82 
percent increase in the number of Indians 
visiting the country during the first half 
of 2018, compared to the previous three 
years. Around 44,000 Indians visited Israel 
between January and June, mainly dur-

ing the vacation season for Indians. Israel 
has spent around $3-4 million in India 
for creating awareness about the country 
through various mediums. 

Israel has also reduced its visa fee to In-
dian Rupee 1,100 (630,000 Iranian rials), 
besides starting direct flights between Tel 
Aviv and New Delhi. 

India’ multi-million dollar film industry 
knows as Bollywood which is very popular 
in Iran is also venturing into Israel for film 
shootings. 

A few months ago, Iran started offering 
visa-on-arrival for Indians, however the visa 
fee is seven times higher than Israeli visa. Its 
two carriers Mahan Air and Iran Air connect 
New Delhi and Mumbai to Tehran. Besides 
this, Iran needs more services directly con-
necting India to its tourist hubs like Isfahan 
and Shiraz. 

The relationship between Iran and India 
is deeply rooted in history. The existence

By Syed Zafar Mehdi

TEHRAN — She was forced to leave her homeland as a small 
child, along with her family, when the country was battling 
civil war, much before 9/11 and the American invasion. She 
became a refugee at a tender age, and faced tremendous hard-
ships while growing up. But, somehow adversities proved 
to be blessing in disguise for her, making her strong and 
giving her definite purpose and direction in life. 

Forozan Faghiri, born in Kabul and raised in Tehran, has 
overcome insurmountable odds to carve a niche for herself. 
A young scientist and physicist, Faghiri did not allow her 
refugee status and difficult living conditions come in the 
way of her dreams. At 30, she has hit headlines in both Iran 
and Afghanistan for her accomplishments.

While talking about her incredible journey, Faghiri recalls 
the days when her family came to Iran as refugees and sud-
denly the struggle seemed real. Leaving their country was 
a difficult decision to take, as it was for thousands of other 
families that left during the civil war of 90s or during the 
Soviet invasion before that. Over the years, she overcame 
many hurdles while chasing her dreams. 

When she appeared for the university entrance exami-
nation, Faghiri, who studies at Islamic Azad University, 
says she had difficulty in choosing courses and colleges, but 
eventually she settled for physics, as it offered great scope 
and opportunities. When I opted for physics, I tried to be 
the best, she says. My attempt was to link physics, which is 
a basic science, to the industry.

Her single-minded dedication and painstaking efforts 
resulted in a product that eventually became her claim to 
fame. Faghiri has grabbed headlines in Afghan and Iranian 
media because of this product, which speaks of her techno-
logical prowess. She has designed a pollution monitor with 

remote registration and control that is believed to be cheaper 
and better than Western manufactured pollution monitors.

The device is small and portable and can measure pa-
rameters like LPG, CO, smoke, dust, temperature, pressure 
and humidity. Faghiri says she was able to make and use the 
device with the help of three different branches of science 
physics, computer science and electronics. This device is 
portable, small in size and suitable for everyone, says the 
young physicist. 

Everyone, young and old can benefit from the device 

and can have access to device information through mobile. 
It has two applications: the first works with Bluetooth and 
the other works with IoT system (Internet of Things), which 
means that the device can be accessed anywhere on the data 
via the internet. 

Asked how her device can help in combating the problem 
of pollution in a city like Tehran, she gives the example 
of a patient who goes to doctor for the treatment of his 
ailment. The doctor can only diagnose the problem and 
prescribe medicine for its cure, she says. Similarly, the 
device can detect the levels of air pollution and the data 
will give multiple concurrent points which can be used 
for pollution control.

Faghiri, who has won accolades in both her country 
of birth and her adopted country, was felicitated by the 
government of Afghanistan at a ceremony held in Kabul 
on her last visit to Afghanistan. It was a great feeling to be 
recognized for my work and to see the passion of people 
in Afghanistan, she says. I felt really proud of my country 
and my countrymen. 

Her deep love for home is evident from her talk and 
she says she has plans to return to Afghanistan someday in 
future. I do have plans to eventually return to Afghanistan 
and serve my country, but before that I want to finish my 
education and gain more experience.

Like every Afghan living abroad, she is also pained by the 
situation in Afghanistan, where the war has now stretched 
into its 18th year. My dear homeland is beset by many prob-
lems but I believe if the educated Afghans return to their 
homeland and help in rebuilding the country, things would 
change and we might see growth and prosperity again.

Even though the security situation in Afghanistan continues 
to deteriorate and war continues, Faghiri is not hopeless. 
Good days will return,? she says, with a smile.

Afghan refugee who defied odds to become 
an accomplished physicist in Iran

Iran, India should bolster tourism cooperation
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Indian minister 
hits back 
at MeToo 
movement

Tensions 
rise on 
Afghan-Pakistan 
border

Pakistan 
not to join 
nuclear 
race 

UN chief 
decries violence 
ahead of Afghan 
polls

TEHRAN — Embroiled in the MeToo 
controversy, India’s deputy foreign minis-

ter has threatened legal action against the group for women 
who have accused him of sexual harassment and assault. 

M. J. Akbar, who returned from his overseas official trip 
on Monday, termed the allegations against him false and 
baseless. He also refused to step down as the deputy foreign 
minister.

The former journalist and editor with India’s leading 
dailies including The Telegraph and The Asian Age, Akbar is 
the most prominent name that has figured in India’s MeToo 
movement, which has grabbed headlines in mainstream 
Indian media.

In a statement posted on Twitter on Sunday, Akbar said 
that the allegations were politically motivated as the country 
gears up for the general election next year.

Why has this storm risen a few months before a general 
election? Is there an agenda You be the judge, he wrote. 
Many journalists reacted strongly to his statement, calling 
him a shame for Indian democracy.

Many top Indian journalists, entrepreneurs, filmmakers, 
and authors have been named in the MeToo movement by 
women from different walks of life. 

TEHRAN - After a brief period of un-
easy calm, the tensions between estranged 

neighbors Pakistan and Afghanistan are again on the boil. 
A key border crossing between the two countries was shut 
on Monday as the troops exchanged fire across the border.

The Friendship Gate near Chaman in Pakistan’s Balo-
chistan province was closed on Sunday after troops of the two 
sides exchanged fire, which lasted several hours, Pakistani 
daily Dawn reported. The gate was briefly opened on Sunday 
evening to let stranded people cross over.

Pakistani officials, the report stated, accused Afghan troops 
of opening fire on Pakistani personnel who were erecting a 
fence along the border in the Tandah Dara Sarochahan area. 
Afghan officials, on the other hand, accused the Pakistani 
troops of constructing the fence against legal norms and 
initiating the fire. 

After the incident, Pakistani border authorities closed 
the Friendship Gate, leaving thousands of people stranded 
on both sides of the border, said the report.

The political and diplomatic ties between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan have always been marked by acrimony and 
hostility. During the previous government in Islamabad, 
the relations hit a new low. Although the new government 
led by Imran Khan has offered to improve ties with Kabul, 
observers believe it will require strong political will from 
both sides to settle outstanding issues. 

TEHRAN — Reaffirming his country’s 
commitment to non-proliferation, Paki-

stan’s newly-elected president Arif Alvi has said that Pakistan 
will not join the nuclear race, as nuclear weapons are for 
defense only.

Addressing an international conference on Global Non 
Proliferation Regime: Challenges and Response on Monday 
in Islamabad, Alvi said Pakistan was committed to maintain-
ing strategic stability and peace in the region. 

Alvi said that after the Cold War, there is an ongoing race 
of nuclear weaponry. There should be international laws on 
the use of nuclear weapons, he said. Pakistan wants peaceful 
relations with all countries in the region.

He also called for the resolution of ongoing disputes in 
Indian-controlled-Kashmir, saying that the United Nations 
should play its role in resolving the problem.

The Treaty was conceived with an objective to prevent 
nuclear proliferation, work towards full disarmament and 
promote the peaceful use of nuclear technology. The non-
nuclear members states of NPT had agreed not to acquire 
nuclear weapons and the nuclear member states had pledged 
to promote the peaceful use of nuclear technology.

TEHRAN — The United Nations chief 
has denounced violent attacks targeting 

electoral booths in Afghanistan as the country gears up for 
parliamentary elections later this week.

With terror groups upping the ante ahead of elections, 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres has called on all 
parties to ensure peaceful and orderly elections. 

In the run up to the parliamentary elections on 20 October, 
the Secretary-General urges all parties to ensure a peaceful and 
orderly electoral process by creating a safe environment for 
political candidates to campaign and for citizens to exercise 
their right to assemble and vote, added the statement.

According to media reports, at least 22 people died and 
more than 35 wounded when a bomb went off at an election 
campaign rally in Takhar province in north-eastern Afghani-
stan on Saturday, and at least two individuals, including a 
child, were killed in a separate attack on a candidate’s office 
in Herat, western Afghanistan.

Last week, the Taliban issued a stern warning of dis-
rupting the October 20 elections, adding to the anxiety of 
candidates and voters. In its statement, the group described 
the elections as a bogus U.S. move to consolidate its invasion 
of Afghanistan and urged Afghans to avoid participation.
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OCTOBER 16, 2018 ANALYSIS & INTERVIEW

By Javad Heirannia
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

TEHRAN — Adel Abdul Mahdi, an Iraqi 
politician, was elected as the prime minister 
of Iraq by the new President Barham Salih.

After months of deadlock of inconclusive 
national election, on October 2, the new Iraqi 
President Barham Salih picked Shi’ite Adel 
Abdul Mahdi as the prime minister.

As is required by the Iraqi constitution, 
Abdul Mahdi must submit his cabinet for 
parliamentary approval within 30 days of 
his election, or else another person will be 
appointed for that task.

After his election as prime minister, 
Abdul Mahdi quickly started his political 
efforts and consultations with parties to 
form the cabinet, and on that he has held 
various meetings with the heads of various 
political groups.

Abdul Mahdi has been very creative in 
selecting his cabinet. He announced the launch 
of an electronic database where candidates 
who wish to apply for a ministerial position 
can go online and submit resume through 
an e-portal. 

Following the general call, within two 
days, 15,000 Iraqis enrolled, out of whom 
601 have been identified as the most qualified 
for the posts. The process still goes on and 
the fittest people are being identified.

Abdul Mahdi intends to scale down the 
period granted to him by the constitution 

to form a cabinet, finalize the government 
line-up and present it to the parliament by 
October 24. 

In the process of the cabinet forma-
tion, Abdul Mahdi has an overwhelming 
support of the majority of Shi’ite parties 
and movements, and even the Sunnis to 
present their own representatives to the 
parliament.

It is quite rare that an Iraqi prime min-
ister gets to pick his ministers without any 
internal pressure from various groups and 
parties. But for now, Abdul Mahdi is on 
track in the formation of a non-sectarian 
government in a calm climate and has the 
support of various Shi’ite groups such as a 
National Wisdom Movement led by Seyyed 
Ammar al-Hakim, the coalition Saeroon led 

by Muqtada al-Sadr and the Fatah Alliance 
led by Hadi al-Amari.

Sheikh Akram al-Kaabi, secretary general 
of the Iraqi Shi’ite Movement of the Noble 
Ones has also supported Abdul Mahdi and 
called on the new PM to have dogged deter-
mination in the fight against corruption as 
he describes it “social terrorism.”

Sunnis have also expressed support for 
Abdul Mahdi such as Salim Abdullah al-Ja-
bouri, former Speaker of the Iraqi Parliament, 
who is one of the prominent Sunni parties.

Besides enjoying support from various 
political groups and movements, what has 
saved Abdul Mahdi from imposition of min-
isters in his cabinet, is that he emerges at 
the time when a major political consensus 
has formed among parliamentary coali-
tions, including the Al-Islah and Al-Bana 
alliances.

As Abdul Mahdi considers himself elected 
by the parliament’s majority, he won’t give in 
to the demands of some Iraqi political groups 
to bring in their imposed figures. 

Thus, there is anticipation of the for-
mation of a new national majority, not a 
political majority and cohesive government 
in Iraq, if the current situation continues. 
The new Iraqi government won’t be pleasant 
for foreigners such as the United States, as 
they wish to continue to meddle in Iraq’s 
affairs through creating division and sec-
tarianism.

Abdul Mahdi, on path to form a 
cohesive, national Iraqi cabinet

 The kingdom has a very bad reputation 
with regards to women’s rights and human 
rights generally, but the particulars of this 

case make it almost exquisite within the 
framework of world politics.

1           Some Western countries, including the United States, 
have threatened Saudi Arabia with sanctions. In contrast, Saudi 
Arabia has spoken of an appropriate response in the event of a 
sanction. How far do you think the opposition with Saudi Arabia 
will go?

A: Other Western governments will feel less inhibited that 
the Trump administration in responding with some sort of sanc-
tions.  But the United States is the key player, especially given 
Khashoggi’s U.S. connection.  The uproar over this event will 
force Trump to do something, but his administration will resist 
doing more than a necessary minimum, because it does not want 
to upset its overall relationship with Saudi Arabia.  Most likely 
there will be some sort of sanctions placed on the individual Saudi 
officials whom Turkey has identified as being directly involved, 
but Trump will resist placing blame all the way up to the level of 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.     

    What effects will have the subject of Jamal khashoggi, on 
the future power of Mohammad bin Salman?

A: He will be subject to additional internal criticism within 
the royal family, on grounds that he foolishly failed to anticipate 
the sharp reaction in the West to such an outrageous act.  But he 
already has solidified his power to such an extent that even this 
event is unlikely to result in his downfall or a failure to succeed 
his father as king.

Khashoggi case will force 
Trump to do something: 
ex-senior CIA official

By Ramin Hossein Abadian

TEHRAN (FNA) — New details about the disappearance and 
murder of Saudi dissident journalist Jamal Khashoggi have emerged, 
proving beyond any doubt that the mobster regime of Saudi Arabia has 
blood on its hands and shouldn’t be allowed to pass the smell check.

According to Turkish newspaper Sabah, Khashoggi used his 
Apple Watch to record conversations with Saudi officials and prove 
he was tortured to death. The paper reports that Saudi officials 
realized Khashoggi was wearing the watch only after he was killed, 
and that they used his fingerprint to unlock it. They managed to 
delete some files, but not all of them.

The paper says Khashoggi, who went missing after entering the 
Saudi Arabia consulate in Istanbul last week, was wearing the watch 
in the crucial moments before his disappearance and murder. The 
paper cites “reliable sources in a special intelligence department” 
and reports that the Washington Post journalist had turned on the 
recording feature before entering the consulate.

“The moments when Khashoggi was interrogated, tortured and 
murdered were recorded in the Apple Watch’s memory,” the paper 
said, adding that the watch was in sync with his iPhone, which he 
had left with his fiancé Hatice Cengiz. She was waiting outside the 
consulate at the time. That’s why Cengiz hasn’t just called for an 
investigation into Khashoggi’s disappearance; she has urged for 
the responsible party, “irrespective of their political positions,” to 
be punished.

Of course, some media outlets in the West have been quick to 
debunk this report, arguing that a cellular connection is not available 
for Apple’s smartwatches in Turkey, or that “it isn’t possible for Ap-
ple Watch to roam outside a user’s carrier network coverage area.” 
Even if an Apple Watch with a data plan from another country will 
not work in Turkey, it still doesn’t change the fact that Khashoggi’s 
fiancé was waiting outside when he went into the consulate and 
never came back - CCTV footage recorded Khashoggi entering the 
embassy with his fiancé staying behind.

At any rate, Turkey says Saudi Arabia is responsible for the 
abduction and murder of Khashoggi, and this has nothing to do 
with its political tensions with Riyadh. Per usual, Saudi Arabia 
denies the reports, claiming Khashoggi left the embassy prior to 
disappearing on October 2. The denial, however, hasn’t stopped 
UN Chief Antonio Guterres from demanding the truth over the 
journalist’s disappearance, saying he feared such disappearances 
would otherwise become a “new normal”.

But such disappearances are “normal” and predictable for the 
brutal regime in Riyadh and its brutal politics. Any doubters should 
read the numerous reports issued in recent years by the UN Human 
Rights Council and international rights groups. Indeed, the murder 
and dismemberment of the Saudi critic is not new. The brutality 
has been there for decades, helping the regime to spook, silence 
and murder its critics.

Many reports make clear that Saudi Arabia has a well-established 
habit of denying citizens basic human freedoms, arresting critics, and 
crucifying people; the regime is currently pushing a death penalty 
for human rights activist Israa al-Ghomgham. Although President 
Donald Trump has warned there will be “severe punishment” if Saudi 
Arabia is found to be behind the death of Khashoggi, many more 
imprisoned dissidents and peaceful activists remain vulnerable. 
They are still being held without trial amid international outcry, 
and Washington would do nothing about it.

It all boils down to this: Muhammad bin Salman, the Saudi crown 
prince and de facto ruler, is more of a rogue than a reformer. Mur-
dering a critic on foreign soil is an escalation of this dismal trend. 
The good news is that his autocratic tendencies have had economic 
consequences, too. After the murder of Khashoggi, many Western 
investors, businesses and media groups decided to withdraw from 
an investment conference in Saudi Arabia later this month.

Certain principles are inviolable, though. The onus falls on the 
international civil community to take matters into its own hands, 
and impose swift and concrete consequences on the Saudis, whether 
it be in their brutal bombing of civilians in Yemen, or the murder 
of the US-based journalist in Istanbul.

The world community should condemn the Fascist regime of 
Saudi Arabia for its brutality, and make clear that it doesn’t have 
a blank cheque for weapons and support. The autocratic regime 
cannot murder its critics and get away with it. That is all the more 
reason why the world needs to question the brutality of Saudi Arabia, 
and hold it to account.

Saudi Arabia, Khashoggi, 
and the path to Fascism

TEHRAN (Tasnim) — An American scholar 
said the U.S. Congress might act to scrap 
Washington’s arms agreements with Riyadh 
if President Donald Trump fails to do so.

“There are multiple reports of a Saudi 
team of 15 interrogators/assassins having 
been dispatched to Turkey to terminate the 
outspoken critic, where Congress may act to 
cut off these arms agreements, even if Trump 
remains reluctant to act, given his motivation 
to strengthen the military/industrial com-
plex,” James Henry Fetzer from Madison 
told Tasnim in an interview.

James Henry Fetzer is an American 
philosopher of science. He is an editor at 
Veterans Today and co-founder of Scholars 
for 9/11 Truth.

The following is the full text of the in-
terview:

    As you know, Jamal Khashoggi entered 
the Saudi consulate in Istanbul on Oct. 2 to 
get documents for his forthcoming marriage. 
Saudi officials say he left shortly afterwards 
but Turkish officials and his fiancee, who 
was waiting outside, said he never came out. 
What do you think?

A: Reports indicate that his interrogation, 
torture and death in the Saudi Consulate 
may even have been recorded on his Ap-
ple Watch, which the Saudis were unable 
to delete. He entered the building but he 
never came out. The inference that he was 
murdered and possibly dismembered, alas, 
appears to be highly probable and, absent 
production of the live body, supported by 
the available evidence. That he had come 
to obtain documents to marry his fiancée, 
who was outside the consulate waiting for 
him, makes this case far more poignant than 
many more typical political assassination.

    Turkish sources have said the initial 

assessment of the police was that Khashog-
gi, an outspoken critic of the Saudi govern-
ment, had been deliberately killed inside the 
consulate. Riyadh has dismissed the claims. 
Could you possibly say what motive Riyadh 
had for this?

A: Jamal Khashoggi was not your ordinary 
“man on the street”, even in Saudi Arabia. 
He was born in Medina in 1958 to a rich 

and powerful family, where his grandfather, 
Muhammad Khashoggi, was the personal phy-
sician to King Abdulaziz Al Saud, founder of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He was also the 
nephew of the infamous arms dealer, Adrian 
Khashoggi, the cousin of Dodi Fayed, who 
was engaged to Princess Diana and killed in 
a car crash in Paris. Because he had become 
critical of the current regime, there may have 

been personal as well as political reasons to 
silence him.

    U.S. President Donald Trump threat-
ened “severe punishment” for Riyadh if it 
turned out Khashoggi was killed in the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul. Do you believe Trump 
will take any action against Riyadh taking 
into account Washington’s arms deals with 
Riyadh?

A: The situation is complicated for Presi-
dent Trump, because he has enjoyed strong, 
positive relations with Saudi King Salman and 
other members of the family, where the United 
States has major arms deals with the kingdom 
that are jeopardized by this extraordinary 
series of events. There are multiple reports 
of a Saudi team of 15 interrogators/assassins 
having been dispatched to Turkey to termi-
nate the outspoken critic, where Congress 
may act to cut off these arms agreements, 
even if Trump remains reluctant to act, given 
his motivation to strengthen the military/
industrial complex.

    When do you think the world would 
smell the coffee and stand up to Saudi human 
rights violations?

A: The kingdom has a very bad reputation 
with regards to women’s rights and human 
rights generally, but the particulars of this case 
make it almost exquisite within the framework 
of world politics. The Turks are undoubtedly 
in the possession of both audio and video 
evidence of his death, because--although it 
cannot be admitted publicly--the consulate 
is bugged. His fiancée, Hatice Cengiz, has 
become a figure of sympathy and influence, 
where it would be appropriate for Congress 
to abort the sale of arms, especially when 
they are being used to slaughter the Hou-
this in Yemen who are seeking to restore 
democracy there.

TEHRAN — Shireen Tahmaasb Hunter, a professor of 
political science at Georgetown University, tells the Tehran 
Times that that the Khashggi issue is very important and 
highly embarrassing to America that has so closely embraced 
Bin Salman. 

“If America does not do something serious about Khashggi, 
its credibility on human rights issues would further suffer,” 
Hunter tells the Tehran Times.

She adds that before the Khashoggi affair some Western 
observers had grown critical of Bin Salman. Some of his 
policies, including his quarrel with Qatar, has created di-
lemmas for Western states. Therefore, it is conceivable that 
America and other Western states might ask King Salman 
to reduce his powers or even remove him from the position 
of Crown Prince.

Following is the text the interview:
    Due to the relations between the West and the United 

States in particular with Saudi Arabia, the subject of Jamal 
khashoggi has become widespread. Usually, in the case of 
human rights violations, Western countries condoned Saudi 
Arabia because of Saudi arms purchases and guarantying 
oil sales by Saudies. But in this case it is different. What 
are the reasons?

A: The case of Jamal Khashoggi is special because he 
was reportedly murdered at the Saudi Consulate in Istan-
bul on the order of the Crown prince himself. This act is 

different form limiting the journalist’s freedom of speech 
or even imprisoning them. This is much more serious and 
thus more embarrassing to Riyadh’s Western allies. More-
over, Khashoggi was very prominent and was a columnist 
for the Washington Post. Therefore, the media in America 
sees it as a direct insult to them. Also, because in the past 
the Washington Post was very complimentary towards Bin 
Salman, they feel more pressure to show their impartial-
ity and thus have been demanding a serious response to 
Khashoggi’s murder. 

     Some believe that as Saudi Arabia did not lower the 
price of oil at request of Trump, the United States is putting 
pressure on Saudi Arabia through khashoggi subject. What 
is your opinion?

A: I don’t believe that Saudi Arabia’s unwillingness or 

inability to lower oil prices has had an impact on reaction 
to Khashoggi murder. The Khashggi issue is very impor-
tant and highly embarrassing to America that has so closely 
embraced Bin Salman. If America does not do something 
serious about Khashggi, its credibility on human rights issues 
would further suffer.

    Some Western countries, including the United States, 
have threatened Saudi Arabia with sanctions. In contrast, 
Saudi Arabia has spoken of an appropriate response in the 
event of a sanction. How far do you think the opposition 
with Saudi Arabia will go?

A: In theory, Saudi Arabia can retaliate against America 
and other Western states by curtailing its oil production or 
cancelling its arms purchases. In reality, however, Riyadh’s 
ability is limited as the Kingdom relies on the West for its 
security. I think it is more likely that some explanation would 
be found that would clear Bin Salman of the charge of direct 
involvement in the affair. I believe these Saudi statements 
are bravado.

    What effects will have the subject of Jamal khashoggi, 
on the future power of Mohammad bin Salman?

A: Even before the Khashoggi affair some Western observ-
ers had grown critical of Bin Salman. Some of his policies, 
including his quarrel with Qatar, has created dilemmas for 
Western states. Therefore, it is conceivable that America 
and other Western states might ask King Salman to reduce 
his powers or even remove him from the position of Crown 
Prince. At any rate, the Khashoggi affair is certain to com-
plicate succession issues in Saudi Arabia.

U.S. and other Western states might remove bin 
Salman from Crown Prince: Hunter

Congress may scrap Saudi arms deals if Trump 
remains reluctant: U.S. scholar
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Apt in Fereshteh
2th floor 130 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

furn, fire place, outdoor swimming 
pool, parking spot

$1500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Saadat Abad
ground floor, 173 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.

fully furn, parking spot renovated
200 sq.m yard
pets allowed

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Valiasr
near  Mellat Park, opposite of  

Jam e Jam, 3th floor, 260 sq.m 3 
Bdrs., furn, balcony, parking spot

storage, $2000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Dibaji - Farmanieh
3th floor, 140 sq.m, luxury furn 

2 master rooms, spj, lobby  nice 
balcony with flower box

nice view, security, good light
$2000

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

New Apt in Velenjak
4th floor, 300 sq.m, fully furn

elevator, spj, storage
3 parking spots, $4000

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Jordan
1th floor, 121 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

furn, terrace, spj
parking spot

$2000 negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Super Luxury Villa
in Aqdasieh

3000 sq.m land, 2600 sq.m built 
up, duplex, 14 Bdrs., parking 

spot renovated, pool, gym saloon 
servant quarter

  Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Duplex Villa in
Shariti-Mirdamad

290 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., unfurn, balcony
renovated, fire place

Storage, parking spot
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Luxury Villa in the North
duplex, 1200 sq.m built up 2000 
sq.m land, 5 Bdrs., big saloon 

servant, indoor pool spj renovated
beautiful and green garden, semi furn

$18000 negotiable
Suitable for Embassies
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Triplex Villa in Zafar
700 sq.m, 5 Bdrs., furn , Jacuzzi 

renovated, green garden
one 100 sq.m separate

suit with 2 Bdrs.
$6500 

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in Shahrak Qarb
duplex, 300 sq.m, 4 Bdrs. 

semi furnished/unfurnished
green yard, parking spot

storage, large terrace
backyard with good privacy

outdoor swimming pool
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in Zafar
3 floors, each apt 200 sq.m

clean &  nice, elevator
 parking spots, storage

$3800
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

   
New twin building in

Jordan
10 apts totally, 30rooms totally 

roof outdoor pool
good access to highway
Suitable for Embassies

Price negotiable
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Nice Office in Mirdamad
 3th floor, 90 sq.m, 1 Bdr., storage

parking spot
$700

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

New Whole Commercial Building 
in Jordan

7th floor, each floor one office each 
office 140 sq.m flat, lobby

parking spot, could whole or one 
by one for renting

Price per each sq $40
Suitable for

Companies in Iran
   Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in Zafaranieh
1300 sq.m, duplex, 7 rooms 

renovated, garden, parking spot 
outdoor pool, semi furn

$15000
Suitable for

Embassy &  Residency
Ms.Diba: 09128103206 

Apt in Niavaran
250 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., balcony

furn & unfurn 
nice view, spj, parking spot
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Qeytarieh
110 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., balcony

fully furn, parking spot, $1800
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Pasdaran
5th floor, 76 sq.m, 2 Bdrs

fully furn, elevator
parking spot, $800

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Elahieh
1th floor, 160 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.

fully furn, spj, parking spot lobby
diplomatic, $2800

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Mirdamad
6th floor, 86 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., fully 

furn, elevator, parking spot
$1000

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Commercial Building in
 Valiasr _ Park Melat

130 sq.m, 3 rooms, almost new 
lobby, security, guest parking spots 

good access to highway
full of foreign companies

Price reasonable
Ms.Diba: 09128103206 

Suite in Elahieh
40 sq.m, good access, $1500

Ms.Diba: 09128103206
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Researchers at Massachusetts General Hospital have 
found that regular aspirin use can reduce the risk of 
developing liver cancer.

Scientists reinvestigate aspirin and its impact on 
liver cancer.

The findings — which appear in JAMA Oncology — support 
the results of prior studies on the same topic.

Data from this report show that taking aspirin on a reg-
ular basis can lower the risk of developing liver cancer, or 
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC).

The scientists defined “a regular basis” as taking two or 
more 325-milligram tablets per week for 5 years or more.

The study›s results are promising. “Regular use of aspirin 
led to significantly lower risk of developing HCC, compared 
to infrequent or no aspirin use, and we also found that the 
risk declined progressively with increasing aspirin dose and 
duration of use,” says lead author Dr. Tracey Simon, who is 
a research fellow from the Massachusetts General Hospital 
Division of Gastroenterology in Boston.

 Reopening the data
The researchers looked over data, including health in-

formation on more than 170,000 people that were collected 
for over 3 decades.

One part of the questionnaire these patients filled 
out was whether they took aspirin, how often they took 
it, and for how long. Another part of the data included 
liver cancer diagnosis.

One compound could improve survival rates and reduce 
the adverse effects of treatment.

When the scientists had analyzed the numbers, they re-
vealed that people who took two (or more) 325-milligram 
doses of aspirin each week had a 49 percent reduction in 
their risk of developing liver cancer.

For those who took aspirin for 5 years (or more), that 
risk was reduced by 59 percent.

Also, the team saw that the risk reduction decreased 
if the participant stopped taking aspirin and disappeared 
entirely 8 years after they stopped taking aspirin. There was 
no decrease in risk of liver cancer when participants took 
acetaminophen or ibuprofen.

 The facts on liver cancer
Liver cancer is not a particularly common type of can-

cer, but it has been on the rise over the past few decades. 
Someone›s risk of developing liver cancer is elevated if they 
already have liver disease, such as hepatitis B or hepatitis C.

If somebody has cirrhosis of the liver — which is when 
scar tissue replaces normal liver cells and prevents the 
liver from working as it should — their risk of liver cancer 
is also elevated.

Liver cancer is now the third leading cause of cancer 
deaths around the world. Some signs and symptoms in-
clude: a hard lump just below the rib cage on the right side, 

discomfort in that same area, a swollen abdomen, pain in 
the right shoulder blade or back, jaundice (a yellow discol-
oration of the skin and whites of the eyes), and bruising or 
bleeding more easily. 

If a person experiences unintentional weight loss, nausea 
and vomiting, loss of appetite, and unusual tiredness or 
weakness, they should contact their doctor.

 Next steps
Liver cancer is a serious disease with a 5-year survival 

rate of just 17.7 percent, so any news on how to cut our 
risk is welcome.

“While it›s still too early know whether starting aspirin 
therapy might be an effective strategy to prevent HCC, efforts 

to understand the mechanisms behind these beneficial effects 
could help identify,” claims Dr. Simon, “urgently needed 
prevention strategies or biomarkers for a cancer that is a 
growing public health problem.”

The scientists› next steps include conducting a study on 
how aspirin therapy works in a population with established 
liver disease, says Dr. Simon, since that group is already at 
risk of liver cancer.

Doctors already recommend aspirin to some patients 
to help prevent heart disease and colorectal cancer, so it is 
not a stretch to see how it may eventually become protocol 
for those at risk of liver cancer.

(Source: Medical News Today)

Aspirin may reduce liver 
cancer risk

Liver cancer is not a particularly common type of 
cancer, but it has been on the rise over the past few 
decades. Someone’s risk of developing liver cancer 

is elevated if they already have liver disease, such as 
hepatitis B or hepatitis C.
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 مالکین محترم املاک مسکونی و اداری شما را
جهت اجاره به خارجی نیازمندیم

Tel: 22723121   
tehranfirstchoice@gmail.com

TASHRIFAT INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE AGENCY

APARTMENT FOR: 
EMBASSY/COMPANYVILLA OFFICE

We give service with a 
difference…We care!

Long & Short term rentals
Purchase Properties

FURNISHED - UNFURNISHED
Villa-Apartment-Office-

Building

Mr. Shahin
Nobody does it better

09121081212
Since: 1987

 SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

Jordan
4 Bdrs,fully 

furn,260sq.m,spj,$3000

Jordan
3Bdrs,fully furn,2nd fl.,250 

sq.m,spj,,$2500

Darous
2Bdrs,fully furn,3rd fl.,brand 

new,100 sqm,lobby
1600

Zaferaniyeh-Yekta,
Apartment-villa

French-style
3Bdrs,fully furn 360 sq.m.sp, 

5000

Valiasre-Bagheferdos
3 Bdrs,fully furn,brand 

new,5th  fl., 150 sq.m ,indoor 
spj,$1900

Mirdamad-Naft
3 Bdrs.fully furn,5th fl.,200 

sq.m, $ 2000
Close to Paladium Shopping 

center
3Bdrs,180 sq.m,fully 

furn,lobby,sp,garden,$2000

Jordan,
4-storey building,1000 sq.m, 

all facilities,$10000

Zaferaniyeh
Triplex villa,800 sq.m,built 

up,1000 sq.m land,12 
rooms,$8500

Niavaran
Triplex villa,2000 sq.m 

land,600 sq.m built up ,spj,all 
facilities,$15000

Darous
Duplex villa,600 sq.m built 

up,1000 sq.m land ,all 
facilities,$8000

Other areas: 
Farmaniyeh
Aghdasiyeh

Shahrak Gharb
Shariati-Pasdaran

Valiasre
Tajrish
Jordan
Vanak

Arjantin
Zafar…

nice cases ready to move in.

Elahiyeh

Triplex-800 sq.m built up,1000 

sq.m land,Semi-furn,7 

Bdrs,spj,$9000

Zaferaniyeh

Duplex, 4 Bdrs,unfurn,350 

sq.m,spj,$8000

Niavaran

2000 sq.m land,green 

garden,500 sq.m built up 

area,indoor spj,4Bdrs,fully 

furn,triplex,$15000

Darous

1000 sq.m land,400 sq.m built 

up area, flat.4 Bdrs,spj.$7000

Jordan

850 sq.m land,500 sq.m 

built up,5 Bdrs,spj,furn/
unfurn,duplex,$7000

From 50 to 8000 sq.m available

With all facilities in different 

areas

Jordan

100 sq.m,3 

rooms,parking,brand new

3rd fl.,$1700

Valiasre

150 sq.m brand new, all 

facilities,5th fl.,$2300

Vozara

250 sq.m,all facilities

8th fl.,,$4000

Mirdamad-Naft

120 sq.m,6th fl., $1700

vanak

shariati

pasdaran

shahrak gharb

saadatabad

4000-3000-5000-4000-1000 
sq.m,full,reasonable price

Sleeping too much is bad for 
your brain, world’s largest 
sleep study says
From late night phone binges to stress-induced insomnia and rest-
less newborns, many of us aren’t getting the right amount of sleep. 

We all know we need it and we’re constantly being told that 
not getting enough can have serious knock-on effects to our 
physical and mental health. 

Now though, new research is suggesting that getting too much 
shut-eye could in fact be just as damaging.

In what is being dubbed the world’s largest sleep study, a 
team of neuroscientists from Western University’s Brain and 
Mind Institute enlisted the help of more than 40,000 people 
from around the world to take part in an online scientific in-
vestigation made up of in-depth questionnaires and a series 
of cognitive performance activities.

“We really wanted to capture the sleeping habits of people 
around the entire globe. Obviously, there have been many smaller 
sleep studies of people in laboratories but we wanted to find out 
what sleep is like in the real world,” says Adrian Owen, Western’s 
researcher in cognitive neuroscience and imaging.

The participants provided extensive information about their 
lives which may have contributed to some of the results, including 
which medications they were on, how old they were, where they 
lives and what kind of education they had received.

Approximately half of all participants reported sleeping less 
than 6.3 hours per night on average, about an hour less than the 
study’s recommended amount. 

Throughout the study, the team made a number of surprising 
revelations including that most participants who slept four hours 
or less performed as if they were almost nine years older.

Additionally, they also found that the amount of sleep as-
sociated with highly functional cognitive behaviour was the 
same for everyone – seven to eight hours – and that anyone 
who slept more or less than this performed worse cognitively 
regardless of their age. 

The two actions which were most strongly affected by sleep 
were reasoning and verbal abilities, while short-term memory 
performance was relatively unaffected. 

“We found that the optimum amount of sleep to keep your 
brain performing its best is 7 to 8 hours every night and that 
corresponds to what the doctors will tell you need to keep your 
body in tip-top shape, as well,” says Conor Wild, lab research 
associate and the study’s lead author.

“We also found that people that slept more than that amount 
were equally impaired as those who slept too little.”

The findings are supported by a previous study presented 
at the European Society of Cardiology Congress in Munich 
earlier this year.

Using data from more than one million adults, scientists found 
that both sleep deprivation and excessive hours in bed should 
be avoided for optimum heart health.

Instead, they suggested that six to eight hours sleep a night 
is the most beneficial for the heart.

(Source: The Independent)



10
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

HERITAGE & TOURISM OCTOBER 16, 2018

TEHRAN — Iran’s Cultural 
Heritage, Handicrafts and 

Tourism Organization will hold an international 
workshop and conference in Tehran on restoration 
of historical monuments. 

A host of experts from the U.S., Italy, Turkey, the 
Czech Republic, Romania, Japan, Poland, Mexico 
and Greece are scheduled to deliver lectures in 
the event, running from October 20 to 22, ILNA 
reported on Sunday.

The lecturers are affiliated with the Interna-
tional Scientific Committee on the Analysis and 
Restoration of Structures of Architectural Heritage 
(ISCARSAH) and the workshop is being organized 
by CHHTO’s office for preservation and restoration 
of cultural property in close collaboration with 
the ISCARSAH. 

According to organizers, the workshop is aimed 
to update expertise levels of Iranian fellows with 
the latest technology and knowledge in terms of 
solidification and restoration of cultural heritage, 
the report added. 

The ISCARSAH was founded by the International 
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), which 
is a non-governmental organization dedicated to the 
conservation of the world’s monuments and sites.

Members of the ISCARSAH are composed of 
internationally renowned engineers, scientists, 
architects, specialists, and educators with rep-
resentation from Europe, Asia, Australia, North 
and South America.

Filled from corner to corner with ancient bazaars, 
museums, mosques, monuments, gardens, historical 
sites, rich natural and rural landscapes, Iran hosts 
some of the world’s oldest cultural monuments, 
including 22 UNESCO World Heritage sites.

H E R I T A G E
d e s k

H E R I T A G E
d e s k

The mausoleum of Oljaytu, commonly known as “Dome of Soltaniyeh” is seen in an undated photo. Located in modern Zanjan 
province, the monument was constructed in 1302–12 in the city of Soltaniyeh, which was once the capital of the Ilkhanid dynasty, 
founded by the Mongols. 

Tehran to host intl. workshop on 
restoring historical monuments 

TEHRAN — A restoration project has recently 
been commenced on the Atiq Mosque in the 

southern city of Shiraz, CHTN reported. 
A credit of 1.24 billion rials (some $30,000) has been allocated 

to the project that includes partial restoration of the interior and 
exterior, waterproofing roof coatings, brickwork on the western 
entrance and the northern porch, plus tilework repairs on the 
southwest and southeast entrances. 

The place of worship was originally built in 875 during the 
reign of Saffarid ruler Amr ibn al-Layth (r. 879-901) and it was 
rebuilt, restored, and expanded various times thereafter. 

Most of what visitors to the four-iwan mosque can see dates 
from the seventeenth century onwards.

Restoration underway on Atiq 
mosque in Shiraz 

Cistercian Abbey of 
Fontenay

Located in the Bourgogne Franche-Comte region in the Cote-
d’Or Department in the commune of Marmagne, the Cistercian 
Abbey of Fontenay was founded in 1119 by St Bernard in a 
marshy valley of Bourgogne. With its austere architecture, 
church, cloister, refectory, sleeping quarters, bakery and its 
ironworks, it illustrates the ideal of self-sufficiency as practiced 
by the earliest communities of Cistercian monks. 

Built between 1139 and 1147 by Abbot Guillaume thanks 
to the generosity of Ebraud, Bishop of Norwich, the Abbey of 
Fontenay was consecrated by Pope Eugene III, a Cistercian 
and former disciple of St Bernard. This form of Romanesque 
Cistercian church is of great simplicity and strict modesty 

with its basilica design in the form of a Latin cross, its blind 
nave, and transept devoid of a tower. The perfection of the 
proportions, the rigor of the wall openings and the science 
of the vaultings, the beauty of the wall masonry which places 
impeccable courses of ashlar side by side with crude rough-cut 
rubble constitute the value of this architecture.

The cloister and the chapter house have remained intact 
and were inspired from the same principles. Within its enclos-
ing wall, the Abbey still retains other communal buildings: 
monks’ day room and dormitory, warming room, refectory, 
guest house, bakery and iron works. This last building, dat-
ing to the end of the 12th century, recalls the part which the 
Cistercians played in the technological progress of the Middle 
Ages, and is one of the oldest industrial buildings in France.

(Source: UNESCO) 
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H E R I T A G E
d e s k

TEHRAN — A team of Iranian restores have 
completed restoration of historical murals and 

frescos at the Saint George Church, which is located in Haftvan 
village, northwestern West Azarbaijan province of Iran.

The team is also scheduled to restore flooring, landscaping, 
perimeter walls and indoor amphitheater of the 13th-century 
monument. 

The Saint George Church dates from the late Safavid era 
(1501–1736) and is inscribed on the National Heritage List. 

In 2008, UNESCO registered Monastery of Saint Thaddeus 
(Qareh Klise), St. Stepanos Monastery and the Chapel of Dzordzor, 
altogether under the title “Armenian Monastic Ensembles of Iran”.

Frescos of Saint George 
Church restored 

Inside the Cistercian Abbey of Fontenay in France

T O U R I S M
d e s k

Japan will introduce an electronic system for 
tourist visa applications in April 2020 in an 
effort to help achieve its goal of 60 million 
foreign visitors a year by 2030, government 
sources said Sunday.

The online system will first be available 
to Chinese tourists for single-entry visa ap-
plications and then to travelers from other 
countries, the sources said. Tourist visas 
for Chinese visitors accounted for nearly 
60 percent of all the visas issued in 2017, 
according to the Foreign Ministry.

The government plans to add other types 
of visas to the new system.

The electronic visa is designed to sim-
plify the application process, reduce the 
workload at diplomatic missions and tighten 
immigration control, with visa data to be 
shared with airlines, ahead of the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics.

Prospective visitors will be able to ap-
ply for tourist visas online through travel 
agencies.

Japan had a record 28.7 million foreign 
visitors in 2017, up 19.3 percent from the 

previous year, and their spending last year 
rose 17.8 percent to an all-time high of ¥4.42 
trillion ($39 billion).

As the government is looking to boost 
tourism as a pillar of its growth strategy, it 
aims to bring the number of visitors to 40 

million by 2020 and 60 million by 2030.
As part of its strategy, Japan has eased 

visa requirements and increased the number 
of low-cost carriers and other flights to boost 
inbound tourism.

Individual tourists and cruise passengers 
from China have contributed to the record 
pace of growth in foreign visitors, according 
to the Japan Tourism Agency. Visitors from 
South Korea and other Asian countries have 
also helped lift the overall figure.

Although this year’s figure is expected to 
top 30 million for the first time, Japan has 
also had to deal with the effects of multiple 
natural disasters — including a massive earth-
quake in Hokkaido and torrential rains in the 
country’s west — that could put a damper on 
the tourist numbers. Chinese visitors have 
represented the biggest chunk of foreign 
tourists to Japan by country and region. 
A recent survey showed Chinese people’s 
views of Japan have improved after years 
of deteriorating relations over a territorial 
row and wartime history.

(Source: The Japan Times) 

Spain holidaymakers have been warned of devastating effects 
as Hurricane Leslie sweeps across Europe. It has already 
caused chaos across Portugal with thousands of homes 
without power and many cancelled flights.

Spain holidays are to be affected by Hurricane Leslie 
which is causing devastation across Europe.

Winds of up to 110mph have been reported, with 15,000 
homes in Portugal left without power and trees torn from 
the ground.

The hurricane has already caused a number of flights to 
Portugal to be cancelled as the storm heads towards Spain.

The UK Foreign Office is yet to update the latest travel 
advice for Spain in relation to Hurricane Leslie.

The latest warning in Spain following the flash floods in 
Majorca, which killed 12 people including two British tourists.

However, they have issued a travel warning for Portugal 

which has already been hit.
They warn: “Hurricane Leslie is expected to bring heavy 

rains and strong winds to Portugal and Madeira this weekend 
13 to 14 October.

“You should monitor local weather updates from the 
Portuguese Meteorological Institute website and follow the 
instructions of local authorities.

“If you’re travelling to or from Portugal or Madeira, check 
with your tour operator or airline company for any delays 
or disruptions to your travel plans.”

Most flights to Madeira have been cancelled, with airlines 
such as British Airways and easyJet flying to the island.

Flights to Spain don’t appear to be affected but travellers 
are warned to follow local news reports and contact their 
airline if unsure.

Civil protection has advised anyone in Spain to drive 

slowly and not stop in areas that are prone to flood, according 
to Spanish newspaper El Pais.

They also warn to stay away from trees and areas under 
construction following the high winds.

Regions including Zamora, Leon and Cantabria are thought 
to be affected the worst with heavy rain today.

Hurricane Leslie was downgraded to a tropical storm 
when it made landfall, although is thought to be the most 
powerful to hit Portugal since 1842.

It has been dubbed a “zombie storm”, after it first formed 
on 23 September and remained strong to make landfall.

Hurricanes on the American side of the Atlantic rarely 
hit Europe with just five on record.

The latest was in 2017 with Hurricane Ophelia resulting 
in forest fires across Portugal and Spain.

(Source: express.co.uk) 

Japan to introduce electronic visa system 
for tourists from April 2020

Is Spain safe? Latest travel and flight advice 
after Hurricane Leslie chaos in Portugal

Luxury rail travelers on excursion across Iran
TEHRAN — Tens of international 
travelers, boarding a Golden Eagle 

Luxury Train, have commenced their exploration of 
many of Iranian remarkable sites and scenic landscapes.

The private train, which arrived in southern Fars 
province early on Sunday, is giving ride to 66 passengers 
from the U.S., Germany, Australia, Russia, Malaysia, 
Italy and Singapore, IRNA reported. 

“The passengers are to visit [Achaemenid-era sites 
of] Pasargadae, Persepolis and Naqsh-e Rustam and 
then will visit several historical sites in Shiraz, including 
Hafez and Sadi mausoleums, and Arg-e Karim Khan 
(Karim Khan citadel) before they leave for Isfahan,” 
said Gholam-Hossein Valadi, the head of Fars Province 
railways department general. 

Valadi said that three of the same trains will ar-
rive in the country by the end of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 20, 2019). 

Named “Heart of Persia”, the excursion began on 
Oct. 8 and will last till Oct. 21 with an itinerary that 
includes Mashhad, Shahdad Desert, Rayen, Mahan, 
Kerman, Yazd, Shiraz, Persepolis, Isfahan, Kashan, 

Shushtar, Choghazanbil, Pol-e Sefid and Tehran. 
“Iran has it all. Exquisite palaces, domed mosques, 

bustling grand bazaars, peaceful gardens and gracious, 
welcoming people all make Iran a true travel gem 
waiting to be discovered. Experience the splendor 
of Iran yourself on board the Golden Eagle,” Golden 
Eagle website says.

“The highlight of our stay in Tehran is undoubtedly 
the visit to the breathtaking Crown Jewels Museum in 
the Central Bank of Iran Building, with its vast array of 
crown jewels used by the Qajar and Pahlavid royalty.”

Golden Eagle Luxury Trains has been fulfilling 
tours to Iran since 2014 and has received nothing 
but positive feedback, most travelers are pleasant-
ly surprised at what an incredibly welcoming and 
friendly nation it is.

Russia’s premier train, the Golden Eagle was 
launched in 2007 by UK based GW Travel (now Golden 
Eagle Luxury Trains Limited). The company offers 
exclusive, long-distance rail tours through Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Mongolia, 
China, and Iran.



The Earth’s mantle acts like a giant churn, 
circulating cool oceanic crust downward to-
ward the core, where it heats up into a goopy 
solid and then rises again — a process that 
powers everything from plate tectonics to 
volcanism.

But there are some hitches in this system, 
and new research reveals why: A slippery 
layer about 416 miles (670 kilometers) deep 
stops chunks of crust in their tracks, creating 
“stagnant slabs” in the middle of the mantle, 
the layer between the Earth’s crust and its core. 

“This deflection of slabs was always puzzling 
to our understanding of [the mantle],” said 
Shijie Zhong, a physicist at the University of 
Colorado Boulder and the co-author of the 
new study published Oct. 1 in the journal 
Nature Geoscience.

There is no way to look directly at the man-
tle, but scientists study its dynamics using 
seismic waves from earthquakes. By detect-
ing the waves as they propagate through the 
globe, researchers can construct a picture of 
the mantle, not unlike how radar can image 
objects using radio waves.

 Made of tectonic plates 
What happens in the mantle is related 

to what’s going on in the crust. The crust is 
made up of tectonic plates that ride across 
the mantle like rafts on a very, very thick 
sea (the consistency of the crust is similar 
to that of hot asphalt). In some areas, called 
subduction zones, one tectonic plate dives 
under another, grinding chunks of oceanic 
crust down into the mantle. 

From seismology, Zhong said, researchers 
knew that some of these slabs of crust don’t 

always travel the full 1,860 miles (3,000 km) 
to the core-mantle boundary. Essentially, they 
get stuck partway down.

Particularly in the western Pacific Ocean, 
near Japan and at the Mariana Trench, for 
example, the slabs of crust seem to stall out 
at around 416 miles (670 km) deep. In these 
areas, they seem to deflect and travel hori-
zontally as much as 1,243 miles (2,000 km).

 Sudden density increase
The layer of mantle at that particular 

depth is unusual, Zhong said, because the 
rock there goes through a sudden density 
increase, which is the result of the pressure 
of all the rock pushing down on top of it. 
In the new study, Zhong and University of 
Colorado graduate student Wei Mao built a 
computer model of the mantle’s dynamics, 
including both this density increase and the 
past 130 million years of continental plate 
movements.

This more complete model of the mantle 
naturally produced the same sort of stagnating 
slabs seen in the real mantle, the researchers 
found. What seems to be going on, Zhong 
said, is that the accumulated pressure of the 
overlying rock at 670 km creates an area of 
reduced viscosity—in essence, the mantle is 
more slippery and less gooey.

This hitch in the machine is only tempo-
rary. The slabs are probably only trapped 
for 20 million years or so, Zhong said — a 
blink of the eye in terms of Earth’s history. 
But their dynamics might be important for 
some of the geological phenomena seen on 
the surface. 

(Source: scientificamerican.com)
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The late physicist Stephen Hawking’s last 
writings predict that a breed of superhu-
mans will take over, having used genetic 
engineering to surpass their fellow beings.

In Brief Answers to the Big Questions, 
Hawking pulls no punches on subjects like 
machines taking over, the biggest threat to 
Earth, and the possibilities of intelligent 
life in space.

Hawking delivered a grave warning on 
the importance of regulating artificial in-
telligence (AI), noting that “in the future 
AI could develop a will of its own, a will 
that is in conflict with ours.” A possible 
arms race over autonomous - weapons 
should be stopped before it can start, he 
writes, asking what would happen if a crash 
similar to the 2010 stock market Flash 
Crash happened with weapons. 

In short, the advent of super-intelligent 
AI would be either the best or the worst 
thing ever to happen to humanity. The real 
risk with AI isn’t malice, but competence. A 
super-intelligent AI will be extremely good 
at accomplishing its goals, and if those goals 
aren’t aligned with ours we’re in trouble. 
You’re probably not an evil ant-hater who 
steps on ants out of malice, but if you’re 
in charge of a hydroelectric green-energy 
project and there’s an anthill in the region 
to be flooded, too bad for the ants. Let’s not 
place humanity in the position of those ants.

At some point in the next 1,000 years, 
nuclear war or environmental calamity will 
“cripple Earth.” However, by then, “our 
ingenious race will have found a way to slip 
the surly bonds of Earth and will therefore 
survive the disaster.” The Earth’s other 
species probably won’t make it, though.

 Escaping Earth
The humans who do escape Earth will 

probably be new “superhumans” who have 

used gene editing technology like CRISPR 
to outpace others. They’ll do so by defying 
laws against genetic engineering, improving 
their memories, disease resistance, and 
life expectancy, he says

Hawking seems curiously enthusiastic 
about this final point, writing, “There is 
no time to wait for Darwinian evolution 
to make us more intelligent and better 
natured.”

Once such superhumans appear, there 
are going to be significant political problems 
with the unimproved humans, who won’t 
be able to compete. Presumably, they will 
die out, or become unimportant. Instead, 
there will be a race of self-designing beings 
who are improving themselves at an ever-in-
creasing rate. If the human race manages 
to redesign itself, it will probably spread 
out and colonize other planets and stars.

The question is, is the way the universe 
began chosen by God for reasons we can’t 
understand, or was it determined by a law 
of science? I believe the second. If you like, 
you can call the laws of science “God”, but 
it wouldn’t be a personal God that you 
would meet and put questions to.

(Source: qz.com)

Stephen Hawking left us bold predictions 
on AI, superhumans, and aliens

Fast radio bursts (FRBs) are one of the 
most intriguing celestial mysteries out 
there at the moment. These incredibly 
powerful radio signals last mere milli-
seconds, making it difficult to track what 
they are and where they’re coming from, 
but a huge radio telescope array spread 
across the Australian Outback is helping 
figure it out. 

Astronomers have now announced the 
discovery of 20 new FRBs in a bit over a 
year, including the brightest and closest 
events yet seen.

The first FRBs was spotted in 2007 
as an anomaly in old data, but it wasn’t 
until 2015 that the first one was directly 
witnessed live. Almost 30 of them had 
been detected by early 2017, when a CSIRO 
radio telescope in Western Australia began 
searching for them. And with the team 
now announcing the first big batch of re-
sults, it sounds like that hunt has been a 
successful one.

“We’ve found 20 fast radio bursts 
in a year, almost doubling the number 
detected worldwide since they were dis-
covered in 2007,” says Ryan Shannon, 
lead author of a study describing the new 
finds. “Using the new technology of the 
Australia Square Kilometer Array Path-
finder (ASKAP), we’ve also proved that 
fast radio bursts are coming from the other 
side of the universe rather than from our 
own galactic neighborhood.”

 New batch of events
Among this new batch of events, the 

team observed the most powerful FRBs 
to date, as well as the nearest, which is 
estimated to be just 425 million light-years 
away. That might not sound particularly 
close, but it’s a cosmic stone’s throw con-
sidering most others are at distances of 

several billion light-years.
The gone-in-a-flash durations of FRBs 

make it hard for astronomers to pinpoint 
exactly where in the sky they’re coming from, 
but there are other ways to figure that out. 

As the signal travels those billions 
of light-years, it passes through huge 
amounts of dust, gas and other matter, 
which slows down certain wavelengths 
more than others. Measuring those delays 
can tell us plenty.

“Timing the arrival of the different 
wavelengths tells us how much material 
the burst has traveled through on its jour-
ney,” says Jean-Pierre Macquart, co-author 
of the study. “And because we’ve shown 
that fast radio bursts come from far away, 
we can use them to detect all the missing 
matter located in the space between galax-
ies – which is a really exciting discovery.”

This big batch of data shows how suc-
cessful ASKAP has been in its first 20-odd 
months of operation, but this is just the 
beginning. The P in that acronym stands 
for Pathfinder, meaning this is just the 
precursor to a much bigger project known 
as the Square Kilometer Array (SKA). 

(Source: New Atlas)

Astronomers detect 20 new deep-space 
radio signals by outback telescopes

Why diving tectonic plates get stuck 
400 miles beneath Earth’s surface

Scientists unveil their new 
strategy to find alien life
After decades of broadcasting signals and sending probes to deep 
space, the human race has still not found evidence that there is 
life beyond Earth.

That is why, on Wednesday, Oct. 10, astrobiologists convened 
to reflect on the past few years and figure out a new strategy in 
the search for extraterrestrial life in the universe. A blue-ribbon 
panel made up of experts in the field assembled the 196-page 
report at the behest of Congress.

“If we’re really going to achieve a goal as lofty as this, then 
outside-the-box thinking is really required,” stated Barbara 
Sherwood Lollar, an astrobiologist and chair of the committee.

The report, which was made available online via The National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine’s The National 
Academies Press, discusses the extent of the knowledge that 
scientists, through numerous extensive studies, have acquired 
in the field of biology, including about life here on Earth.

The report stresses that recent discoveries about organisms 
that thrive deep under the ocean or beyond the surface and plac-
es that the sunlight never touches completely change the way 
how science look at life and informs new avenues where future 
missions should search for life on other planets. In particular, 
it suggests that existence of subsurface life that otherwise might 
not be detected.

“Life doesn’t really do anything that chemistry can’t do, unless 
you talk about really complex molecules like drugs and things,” 
explained Sara Walker, another astrobiologist who is not involved 
in the report. “Life is a system-level property, so you can’t really 
take apart the components and say that the components are 
indicative of life.”

Another point that was discussed in the report was the newly 
identified exoplanets outside of the Solar System. The Kepler 
spacecraft that has nearly doubled the number of identified ex-
oplanets since 2015 will enable further exploration in the search 
for extraterrestrial life.                                           (Source: Tech Times)

Tropical moths in the 
mountains are larger, 
new study says
Researchers from three universities have measured more than 
19,000 tropical moths from 1,100 species to find out whether their 
size varies with elevation. Scientists from Friedrich-Schiller-Univer-
sity Jena (Germany) worked on the study together with colleagues 
from Marburg in Germany and Connecticut in the USA. “Body size 
plays a central role in the ecology and evolution of organisms,” 
explains Dr. Gunnar Brehm of the University of Jena. 

The “extensive dataset from 
a biodiversity hotspot sets new 
standards, because never before 
has a study been carried out with 
so many species along a complete 
elevational gradient - from low-
land rainforest to the summit of 
a volcano in Costa Rica,” says 
Brehm. 

The researchers found clear 
patterns in their measurements: 
moths from two extremely spe-
cies-rich families (Arctiinae 
(tiger moths) and Geometridae 
(geometer moths)) increase in size 
significantly at higher elevations. 
This is in line with expectations under what is called the ‘Bergmann 
rule’. However, this rule was originally laid down only for birds and 
mammals, and the situation is different for cold-blooded animals 
such as insects. “We had actually presumed that these animals 
would become smaller at higher elevations. 

With a smaller wingload to carry, the moths would cope better 
with the thinner air when flying,” adds Brehm. “However, in 

actual fact the load clearly increases. In addition, with increasing 
elevation ecosystems become less productive, which ought to favor 
small species.” Other factors obviously play a greater role: the 
‘temperature-size rule’ predicts that at lower temperatures, ani-
mals attain a larger size. The researchers were able to demonstrate 
this trend, not only in different species, but also within species.

With the new data, the research team has created a basis for 
experimental approaches aimed at achieving a better under-
standing of functional relationships, including in complex and 
species-rich ecosystems - especially in view of global warming.

(Source: eurekalert.org)

In the western Pacific Ocean, near Japan 
and at the Mariana Trench, for example, the 
slabs of crust seem to stall out at around 416 

miles (670 km) deep. In these areas, they 
seem to deflect and travel horizontally as 

much as 1,243 miles (2,000 km).

Shelled marine creatures living in 
increasingly acidified oceans face a fight 
for survival as the impacts of climate change 
spread, a new study suggests.

Researchers from the University of 
Tsukuba, Japan, and the University of 
Plymouth, UK, assessed the impact of rising 
carbon dioxide levels on the large predatory 
“triton shell” gastropod (Charonia lampas).

They found those living in regions 
with predicted future levels of CO2 were 
on average around a third smaller than 
counterparts living in conditions seen 
throughout the world’s oceans today.

However there was also a noticeable 
negative impact on the thickness, density, 
and structure of their shells, causing visible 
deterioration to the shell surface.

 The species in water
Writing in Frontiers in Marine Science, 

scientists say the effects are down to the 
increased stresses placed on the species in 
waters where the PH is lower, which reduce 
their ability to control the calcification 
process.

And they have warned other shellfish 
are likely to be impacted in the same way, 
threatening their survival and that of other 
species that rely on them for food.

Dr. Ben Harvey, Assistant Professor in 

the University of Tsukuba’s Shimoda Marine 
Research Center, said: “Ocean acidification 
is a clear threat to marine life, acting as a 
stressor for many marine animals. Here 
we found that the ability of the triton shells 
to produce and maintain their shells was 
hindered by ocean acidification, with the 
corrosive seawater making them smoother, 

thinner, and less dense. 
The extensive dissolution of their shells 

has profound consequences for calcified 
animals into the future as it is not something 
they can biologically control, suggesting 
that some calcified species might be 
unable to adapt to the acidified seawater 
if carbon dioxide emissions continue to 

rise unchecked.”
The research was conducted at a marine 

volcanic seep off the coast of Shikine-jima 
in Japan where carbon dioxide bubbling 
up through the seabed lowers seawater pH 
from present-day levels to future predicted 
levels.

 The structure of shells
Using computed tomography (CT) 

scanning, the scientists measured the 
thickness, density and structure of the shells, 
with shell thickness halved in areas with 
raised CO2 while average shell length was 
reduced from 178mm in sites with present 
day levels to 112mm.

In some cases, these negative effects left 
body tissue exposed and the shell casing 
dissolved, with the corrosive effects of 
acidification far more pronounced around 
the oldest parts of the shell.

Jason Hall-Spencer, Professor of Marine 
Biology at the University of Plymouth, 
added: “Our study clearly shows that 
increasing carbon dioxide levels cause 
seawater to become corrosive to shellfish. 
As these calcified animals are a fundamental 
component of coastal marine communities, 
ocean acidification is expected to impact 
shellfish fisheries.

(Source: phys.org)

Should vegans avoid 
avocados and almonds? 
Commercial farming of those vegetables, at least in some parts 
of the world, often involves migratory beekeeping. In places such 
as California, there are not enough local bees or other pollinating 
insects to pollinate the massive almond orchards.

Bee hives are transported on the back of large trucks between 
farms – they might go from almond orchards in one part of the 
US then on to avocado orchards in another, and later to sunflower 
fields in time for summer.

Vegans avoid animal products. For strict vegans this means 
avoiding honey because of the exploitation of bees. That seems 
to imply that vegans should also avoid vegetables like avocados 
that involve exploiting bees in their production.

The revelation that avocados might not be “vegan-friendly” 
could seem to be a reduction ad absurdum of the ethical vegan 
argument. Some people might point to this and claim that those 
who are vegan but still consume avocados (or almonds and the 
like) are hypocrites.

Alternatively, this sort of news might lead some people to 
throw up their hands at the impossibility of living a truly vegan 
diet, and so to give up. 

However, one initial defense for vegans is that this is only a 
problem for certain vegetables that are produced commercially 
on a large scale and which are dependent on migratory beekeep-
ing. In places such as the UK, this practice is still (as far as I can 
tell) uncommon.

Locally sourced butternut squash would probably be fine 
(although you could never guarantee a bee kept in a hive hadn’t 
pollinated a crop), while avocados and almonds (including most 
almond milk) sourced from California might be a problem.

Another answer might depend on someone’s view about the 
moral status of insects. Commercial beekeeping may injure or kill 
bees. Transporting bees to pollinate crops appears to negatively 
affect their health and lifespan.                 (Source: sciencealert.com)

Sea snail shells dissolve in increasingly acidified oceans, study shows
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TEHRAN — The 
2nd meeting of 

jurisprudential conferences pivoting 
on the subject of women’s rights is to 
be held in three cities of Iran.

Thaghaleyn cultural institute is to 
manage the event which will be held on 
Nov. 29 and Dec. 13, 2018 and Jan. 3 
2019 respectively in the cities of Tehran, 

Mashhad and Qom, Shafaghna website 
reported on Monday.

The meeting subjects on the 
general principles of women’s rights 
in Islam, necessity of same religion in 
marriage, polygamy, women’s positions 
(management, judgment and authority).

It also deals with marriage 
rights, women’s alimony and family 

management including, education, 
employment after marriage, woman’s 
departure from home and husband’s 
permission.

The subject of equality or inequality 
of men and women in retribution, 
divorce right and many other 
jurisprudent subjects will be discussed 
at the meeting.

While rates of colon cancer have declined among people 
50 and older, they’re on the rise for younger Americans. 
Now, new research suggests widening waistlines may be 
one reason why.

In the study, women aged 20 to 49 who were overweight 
or obese had up to twice the risk for colon cancer before age 
50, compared with normal-weight women.

“Our findings really highlight the importance of main-
taining a healthy weight, beginning in early adulthood, for 
the prevention of early onset colorectal cancer,” said study 
co-author Yin Cao. She’s an assistant professor of surgery 
at Washington University in St. Louis.

Even though obesity has been floated as a possible reason 
for rising colon cancer rates among the young, “we were 
surprised by the strength of the link,” Cao said in a univer-
sity news release.

The study wasn’t designed to prove cause and effect, only 
an association. But one colon cancer expert wasn’t surprised 
by the finding.

Dr. Jeffrey Aronoff, a colorectal surgeon at Lenox Hill 
Hospital in New York City, noted that obesity has long been 
a risk factor for colon cancer in people over 50. “I do believe 
that a healthy lifestyle, which includes diet, exercise,” may 
help curb even younger people’s odds for the disease, he said.

In the new study, Cao and her colleagues collected data 
on more than 85,000 U.S. women ages 25 to 44 who took 
part in a large, ongoing study.

Women who were heavy as teens and gained weight in 
early adulthood had an increased risk of colon cancer before 
age 50, the researchers found.

In fact, they estimated that about 22 percent of early 
onset colon cancers could have been prevented if those who 
were diagnosed had maintained a healthy weight. Across the 
whole American population, that could represent thousands 
of cases of early onset colon cancer that might be prevented.

The risk of early onset colon cancer for overweight and 
obese women was the same regardless of whether or not the 
woman had a family history of the disease.

Cao and her team members cautioned that the study 
cannot prove that increased weight causes early onset colon 
cancer, only that the two are associated. It is possible that 
weight is just a marker for other risk factors, such as diabe-
tes or metabolic issues like high blood pressure or higher 
cholesterol, which have also been on the rise.

And the researchers stress that despite the rise in colon 
cancer among people under 50, it remains relatively rare, at 
about 8 cases per 100,000 people. Still, because screening 
for colon cancer usually starts at 50, those who develop it 

younger are often diagnosed when the disease is in its late 
stages and more difficult to treat.

That’s why the American Cancer Society recently lowered 
its recommended age at which most people should have a 
first screening colonoscopy. The new guidelines advise that 
screening begins at 45, not 50 as in the previous guidelines.

Colon cancer expert Dr. Sherif Andrawes directs endos-
copy at Staten Island University Hospital in New York City. 
He said the study “is very important and confirms a recent 
observation among clinicians and experts in the field.”

And Andrawes said there’s another reason to urge Amer-
icans to get screened for colon cancer earlier.

“A bigger concern is those younger patients with can-
cer present symptomatic at diagnosis -- which may reflect 
aggressive disease and an advanced stage at onset of dis-
covery, which leads to overall worse outcomes in a younger 
individual,” he said.

And what about the risk for young obese men? According 
to Cao’s team, one limitation of the study is that it included 
mostly white women, so more research is needed to see 
if these associations hold for men and other populations.

The report was published online Oct. 11 in the journal 
JAMA Oncology.

(Source: HealthDay News)

The flu shot reduces a pregnant woman’s 
risk of hospitalization for flu by 40 percent, 
new research shows.

“Expecting mothers face a number of 
threats to their health and the health of their 
baby during pregnancy, and getting the flu 
is one of them,” said study co-author Allison 
Naleway, of Kaiser Permanente Center for 
Health Research, in Portland, Ore.

These “findings underscore the fact 
that there is a simple, yet impactful way 
to reduce the possibility of complications 
from flu during pregnancy: get a flu shot,” 
Naleway added in a news release from 

the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Investigators, including CDC research-
ers, analyzed 2010-2016 data from more 
than 2 million pregnant women in the 
United States, Canada and Australia.

The flu shot was equally protective during 
all three trimesters, and among women 
with health problems such as asthma and 
diabetes, the researchers said.

More than 80 percent of the pregnancies 
in the study overlapped with flu season, 
highlighting the fact that many mothers-
to-be are exposed to the virus at some point 

during pregnancy.
Previous studies have shown that a flu 

shot can reduce the risk of flu in pregnancy. 
This study shows vaccination also reduces 
the risk of hospitalization for flu-related 
complications, such as pneumonia.

Flu poses a heightened risk in pregnancy 
due to changes to the immune system, heart 
and lungs. And women remain highly sus-
ceptible to flu-related illness for two weeks 
after pregnancy, according to the CDC.

In addition, a flu shot during pregnancy 
also protects babies for several months 
after birth, before they are old enough for 

their own flu vaccination.
Only about half of pregnant women in 

the United States reported getting a flu 
shot during recent flu seasons. The CDC 
and other public health agencies want to 
increase that number, and recommend 
women get vaccinated during any trimester 
of pregnancy.

But pregnant women should be sure 
to get a flu shot, not the nasal spray flu 
vaccine, the CDC recommends.

The new findings were published Oct. 11 
in the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases.

(Source: HealthDay News)

Jurisprudential challenges of women’s rights to be studied

Obesity doubles younger women’s colon cancer odds

Flu shot in pregnancy keeps women out of hospital
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TEHRAN — Seyyedeh 
Fatemeh Hosseini, a 

member of Majlis (Iranian Parliament), 
was elected as a member of the presiding 
board of Forum of Women Parliamentarians 
of the Inter-Parliamentarian Union (IPU) in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

IPU is an organization made up of na-
tional parliaments from around the world.  
IPU protects and builds global democracy 
through political dialogue and concrete action.

The female MP gained the majority of votes in 
a meeting of the group of Asia-Pacific countries 
held on Sunday, IRNA reported.

She was elected to the position of a repre-
sentative for the Asia Pacific Parliamentary 
Forum (APPF), the report added.

Consisting of eight Majlis members, the 
Iranian delegation entered Geneva to take 
part in the event on October 14-18.

Iranian delegation is to partake in the 
Committee on Peace and International Secu-
rity, Committee on Democracy and Human 
Rights, Committee on Sustainable Devel-
opment, Finance and Trade, Committee on 
United Nations Affairs, Forum of Women 
Parliamentarians, Forum of Young Parlia-
mentarians, and specialized panels.

 Majlis trying to reduce gender inequity
Empowering women and promoting 

their rights and dignity are the prerequi-
sites for development in any society, said 
Parvaneh Mafi, another female MP, at the 
same meeting on Sunday.

“Discovering and supporting scientific 
elites, especially women researchers, com-
menced in Iran’s National Elites Foundation 
a decade ago,” IRNA quoted Mafi as saying.

“‘Nowadays, Iranian girls form a sig-
nificant part of the scientific festivals and 
Olympiads,” she added.

Mafi went on to refer to the large population 
of Iranian female university students in Iran. 

“Girls in Iran constitute 69 percent of 
university students in fundamental sciences, 
while 23 percent of engineering students, 

52 percent of agriculture students and 53 
percent of medicine students in Iran are 
also female.”

The 139th Assembly of the IPU is taking 
place in Geneva, Switzerland on 14-18 October.

All IPU statutory bodies, including the 
Governing Council, Standing Commit-
tees, Committees on the Human Rights 
of Parliamentarians and on Middle East 
Questions, as well as the Forum of Women 
Parliamentarians and the Forum of Young 
MPs, will meet on this occasion, wrote the 
IPU official website.

Currently, IPU has 178 member par-
liaments and 12 associate members. It 
works closely with the United Nations and 
other partner organizations who share 
the same goals.

Today, the IPU is an organization that 
most closely reflects world public opin-
ion. More than 6.5 billion of the world’s 
7 billion people live in countries whose 
parliaments are members of the IPU—
and it is their elected representatives 
who engage in and steer IPU policies. 
By bringing parliaments together, IPU 
bring people together. 

IPU is financed primarily by its members 
out of public funds. IPU headquarters are in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

12
Female Iranian MP elected as 

member of IPU presiding board 

“-ic/ical”
 Meaning: relating to, characterized by
 For example: During the course, students will de-

velop their analytical skills.

Dry something off 
 Meaning: to become dry or to make something dry, 

especially on the surface
 For example: He dried the camera off, hoping it 

would still work.

Not be your cup of tea 
 Explanation: to not be the type of thing that you like:
 For example: Jazz just isn’t my cup of tea - I prefer 

classical music.

PREFIX/SUFFIX PHRASAL VERB IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Iran, UNDP prepare draft for 
Conservation of Asiatic Cheetah 
Iran’s Department of Environment (DOE) and United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) have jointly drawn up the draft of the Conservation 
of Asiatic Cheetah Project (CACP) phase III.
Hamid Zohrabi, deputy environment chief for DOE’s natural environment 
and biodiversity directorate said on Saturday that the project will go 
into effect by the end of 2018. 
Zohrabi has explained that the project, devised in collaboration between 
experts and volunteers to address the threats and come up with measures 
to protect the species, will be implemented for 5 more years.

پیش نویس فاز سوم پروژه بین المللی حفاظت از 
یوزپلنگ آسیایی تدوین شد

معــاون محیــط زیســت طبیعــی ســازمان حفاظــت محیــط زیســت از تدویــن پیش نویــس ســند 
ــا همــکاری ســازمان  ــر داد ب ــی حفاظــت از یوزپلنــگ آســیایی خب ــروژه بین الملل ــاز ســوم پ ف

حفاظــت محیــط زیســت و برنامــه عمــران ملــل متحــد
حمیــد ظهرابــی بــا اعــلام ایــن خبــر گفــت: فــاز ســوم ایــن پــروژه از اواخــر ســال جــاری میلادی 

آغــاز خواهد شــد. 
وی ادامــه داد: فراینــد تدویــن پیش نویــس ســند فــاز ســوم در کارگروهی متشــکل از کارشناســان 
و داوطلبــان پیشــنهاد شــده و بــرای مقابلــه بــا تهدیدهــا و پیــدا کــردن راه حــل هایــی بــرای 

حفاظــت از ایــن گونــه و بــرای مــدت 5 ســال اســت.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Autumn cheesecake
“This is a delicious apple cheesecake that I usually make in 
the fall.”

 Ingredients:

1 cup graham cracker crumbs
1/2 cup finely chopped pecans
3 tablespoons white sugar
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 cup unsalted butter, melted
2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, softened
1/2 cup white sugar
2 eggs
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
4 cups apples - peeled, cored and thinly sliced
1/3 cup white sugar
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 cup chopped pecans

 Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). In a large 

bowl, stir together the graham cracker crumbs, 1/2 cup finely 
chopped pecans, 3 tablespoons sugar, 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 
and melted butter; press into the bottom of a 9 inch springform 
pan. Bake in preheated oven for 10 minutes.

In a large bowl, combine cream cheese and 1/2 cup sugar. 
Mix at medium speed until smooth. Beat in eggs one at a time, 
mixing well after each addition. Blend in vanilla; pour filling 
into the baked crust.

In a small bowl, stir together 1/3 cup sugar and 1/2 teaspoon 
cinnamon. Toss the cinnamon-sugar with the apples to coat. 
Spoon apple mixture over cream cheese layer and sprinkle with 
1/4 cup chopped pecans.

Bake in preheated oven for 60 to 70 minutes. With a knife, 
loosen cake from rim of pan. Let cool, then remove the rim of 
pan. Chill cake before serving.

L E A R N  E N G L I S H
Skiing 
A: Welcome ski lovers of all ages! My name is Rick Fields 
and here with me is the man that needs no introduction, 
Bob Copeland.
B: Thank you, Rick! What a beautiful day here in Aspen, Col-
orado where the sun is shining, and we’ve got twelve inches 
of fresh powder. It doesn’t get much better than this.
A: That’s right, Bob, but today we have a special treat for 
our viewers. We’re joined here by Ian Roussy, the four-time 
giant slalom champion. And on this special edition of the 
show, Ian is going to teach us the basics of skiing! So, let’s 
hit the slopes!
C: Well, first off, let’s get those boots on. You’re going to want 
to make sure your boots fit snugly. That’s right; now snap 
them into your bindings. And you’re also going to want a 
good pair of goggles to protect your eyes. It’s a bright day 
today, so there’s going to be a lot of glare out there on the 
slopes. We don’t want you hitting any of those moguls!
A: Bob, since you’re a beginner skier and might take a few 
spills, it is a good idea to have a good warm pair of dry ski 
gloves.
C: Easy there, Rick! Well, let’s head on over to the chairlift, 
and test your skills! All right, we’re up here on the bunny hill, 
so, Bob, why don’t you do a few snow-plow turns. Gnarly 
run, Rick! Nice carving! You’ve got some mad skills! That 
was sick!
A: You wanna see gnarley? Well, see that bump over there, 
I’m going to catch some major air.
C: Butt plant!
B: Ha ha ha! He lost his skis! Yard sale!!!
A: Ahem, well. Thanks for joining us here today, I think that 
about does it. Bob, Ian, time for some après-ski?
C: No way, man! We’re off to grab some freshies!!!

 Key vocabulary
slalom:  a skiing race where you must go through flags
champion: winner
hit the slopes: start skiing
snugly: fitting very tightly
snap: make something attach by pressing down
binding: a bottom part that attaches the boot to a ski
goggles: a pair of glasses used to protect one’s eyes
glare: bright light that is reflected by the snow
slopes: a space on the mountain which is used for skiing
mogul: a bump on a ski hill 
take a spill: fall
ski glove: a covering of hands with each finger separated 
chairlift: a series of chairs hung from a moving cable, used 
for carrying people up and down a mountain 
snow-plow turn: a slow, easy turn where you make a V 
with the skis
carving: make (a turn) by tilting one’s skis on to their edges 
and using one’s weight to bend them so that they slide in an arc
gnarly: awesome, cool (used by ski lovers)
bump: small hill
catch some major air: used to describe a skier jumps really 
really high
yard sale: falling so hard that you lose all your ski equipment
that about does it: it’s finished; it’s almost done
après-ski: the social activities and entertainment following 
a day’s skiing
grab some freshies: ski on the area that has never been 
skied before 

 Supplementary vocabulary
lodge: the building that has restaurants and stores on the ski hill
pow: (powder) soft, light snow
avy: (avalanche) lots of snow falling of the mountain
liftie: a person who operates the chairlift
bowl: a steep hill with high sides, shaped like a bowl

(Source: irlanguage.com)

Seyyedeh Fatemeh Hosseini (R)
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By staff & agencies
Condemning an attack on passenger buses 
in Yemen’s Hudaydah Province (governo-
rate), the top United Nations humanitarian 
official in the country has called on warring 
parties “to do everything possible” to protect 
civilians.

“This is a horrific incident,” Lise Grande, 
the Humanitarian Coordinator for Yemen, 
said in a news release on Sunday.

“The UN agencies working in Yemen un-
equivocally condemn the attack on civilians 
and extend our deepest condolences to the 
families of the victims,” she added.

Grande also reiterated that under inter-
national humanitarian law, parties to the 
conflict are obliged to respect the principles of 
precaution, proportionality and distinction.

“Belligerents must do everything possible 
to protect civilians – not hurt, maim, injure 
or kill them,” added the UN official.

At least 15 civilians have been reported 
killed and 20 others injured when the min-
ibuses they were traveling in were struck in 
Jabal Ras district in war-ravaged Yemen’s 
western Hudaydah, on Saturday.

Meantime, the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC) also slammed the air raid, denouncing 
such frequent strikes on Yemeni civilians 
as “unacceptable”.

“Attacks that kill and maim civilians are 
no longer an anomaly in Yemen’s war,” the 
humanitarian group said in a statement, 
referring to a rising and regular toll of civilian 
deaths since last summer.

The group said dozens of people were 
killed by explosions outside a hospital and 
market in early August, adding that more 
than 50 people lost their lives a week later 
when air raids hit a school bus.

A week later, over 25 people were killed 

in fighting while fleeing their homes near 
Hudaydah, it added.

“The drumbeat of assaults on men, women 
and children is one that has become appall-
ingly routine,” the NRC stressed.

  Video shows bus hit by Saudi 
regime jets littered with groceries

A newly-surfaced video shows a mangled 
bus littered with groceries and a woman’s 
hand bag after a Saudi airstrike on Yemen’s 
Hudaydah Province that killed civilians.

The Saudi planes targeted two buses that 
were carrying civilians fleeing the port city 
of Hudaydah on Saturday.

 Yemen’s Ansarullah movement released 
the video footage on Sunday as a proof that 
the passengers were civilians.

According to Yemenis sources, many 
women and children were among the casu-

alties, including five members of the same 
family who were killed in the aerial attack 
on the vehicle.

Hudaydah has become a flashpoint of 
the war being waged by Riyadh and its al-
lies against the poorest Arab nation in the 
world. It came under a concerted invasion 
by the Saudi regime and the UAE in June.

 World’s worst famine in 100 
years

Elsewhere, Yemen could be facing the 
worst famine in 100 years if airstrikes by 
the House of Saud regime-led coalition are 
not halted, the UN has warned.

If war continues, famine could engulf the 
country in the next three months, with 12 
to 13 million civilians at risk of starvation, 
according to Grande.

She told the BBC: “I think many of us felt 

as we went into the 21st century that it was 
unthinkable that we could see a famine like 
we saw in Ethiopia, that we saw in Bengal, 
that we saw in parts of the Soviet Union – 
that was just unacceptable.”

“Many of us had the confidence that would 
never happen again and yet the reality is 
that in Yemen that is precisely what we are 
looking at.”

Speaking on Sunday evening, Grande 
said: “There’s no question we should be 
ashamed, and we should, every day that 
we wake up, renew our commitment to do 
everything possible to help the people that 
are suffering and end the conflict.”

The House of Saud regime and some of its 
allies, including the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), launched the brutal war in an attempt 
to reinstall former fugitive resident Abd Rab-
buh Mansur Hadi and crush the country’s 
popular Ansarullah (Houthi) movement, 
which has played a significant role, alongside 
the Yemeni army, in defending the nation.

Numerous UN and rights groups have 
repeatedly pointed at grave human rights 
violations happening as a result of the Saudi 
regime onslaught. A UN child rights panel 
urged the Saudi regime to halt strikes against 
civilian targets on October 11.

Some 15,000 Yemenis have so far been 
killed and thousands more injured as a result 
of the bloody campaign which has also left a 
record 22.2 million Yemenis in a dire need 
of food, including 8.4 million threatened by 
severe hunger, according to UN statistics.

Yemeni Health authorities announced 
last week that 1 in 3 Yemeni children 
suffer from severe malnutrition and 
that 8,000 dialysis patients may face 
death if the Saudi blockade persists in 
the war-torn country. 

Assad stresses importance 
of upgrading historic 
Syrian-Iraqi relations
 1   considering that in spite of the security circumstances 
of both countries and in spite of all foreign attempts to prevent 
the development of the bilateral relations, there has always been 
coordination at different levels and a mutual understanding with 
regard to what is going on in the region and the world.

For his part, Minister al-Jaafari pointed out that the regional 
and international circumstances are changing positively towards 
what is going on in Syria and Iraq due to the legitimacy of the cause 
defended by the two brotherly countries, which requires action 
for achieving more victories and promoting them for upgrading 
the two countries and the region in general.

Al-Jaafari considered that Syria possesses a cultural and his-
torical heritage and having approached triumph over terrorism, 
it will have a role in the region more than any stage before.

The meeting also discussed agreeing on intensifying efforts 
for re-opening the border crossings between the two countries 
in a way that contributes to broadening prospects of cooperation 
between them.

The meeting was attended by Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign 
and Expatriates Minister Walid al-Moallem, Presidential Political 
and Media Adviser Dr. Bouthaina Shaaban, Deputy Foreign and 
Expatriates Minister Fayssal Mikdad, Assistant Director of the 
Department of the Arab Nation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Iraqi Ambassador in Damascus.

(Source: SANA)

North, South Korea agree to 
reconnect roads, rail amid 
U.S. concern over easing 
sanctions
North and South Korea agreed on Monday to begin reconnecting 
rail and road links, another step in an improving relationship 
that has raised U.S. concern about the possible undermining of 
its bid to press the North to give up its nuclear program.

The agreement on transport links came during talks in the 
border village of Panmunjom, aimed at following up on the third 
summit this year between South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in 
and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, last month.

“The South and North reached the agreement after sincerely 
discussing action plans to develop inter-Korean relations to a 
new, higher stage,” said a joint statement released by the South’s 
Unification Ministry.

They agreed to hold ceremonies in late November or 
early December to inaugurate work on reconnecting the 
railways and roads that have been cut since the 1950-53 
Korean War.

The two sides will carry out joint field studies on the transport 
plans from late this month, according to the joint statement.

They also agreed to discuss late this month a plan to pursue 
a bid to co-host the 2032 Olympic Games.

The talks were led by the South’s Unification Minister Cho 
Myoung-gyon and Ri Son Gwon, chairman of the North’s com-
mittee for peaceful reunification that handles cross-border 
affairs.

“We are at a very critical moment for the denucleari-
zation of the Korean peninsula and the advancement of 
inter-Korean relations, and there’s also a second North 
Korea-U.S. summit coming up,” Cho told reporters before 
leaving for Panmunjom.

Talks between the two Koreas are running in parallel 
with the U.S. efforts to press North Korea to give up 
nuclear weapons and missiles that the North says can 
hit the U.S. mainland.

Kim held an unprecedented summit with the U.S. President 
Donald Trump in June in Singapore and the two sides are arranging 
a second meeting, which Trump said would likely happen after 
U.S. congressional elections on Nov. 6.

But despite the meeting between Kim and Trump, the United 
States is still pursuing a policy of “maximum pressure” to get 
North Korea to give up its nuclear weapon and ballistic missile 
programs.

Trump said on Wednesday South Korea would not lift sanc-
tions on North Korea without U.S. approval.

The rail and road initiative and the joint Olympics bid were 
agreed by Moon and Kim at their latest summit, in the North 
Korean capital, Pyongyang.

Moon also said the North would permanently abolish key 
missile facilities in the presence of foreign experts.

The leaders of the two Koreas also endorsed a military pact, 
which includes the halting of military exercises, a no-fly zone 
near their border and the gradual removal of landmines and 
guard posts within the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo expressed “discontent” 
over that agreement, South Korea’s foreign minister Kang Kyung-
wha said last week.

Kang’s remarks amounted to a rare confirmation of 
discord between South Korea and the United States, 
though the allies have said they remain in lockstep on 
North Korea.

In August, a plan for an inspection by the two Koreas for the 
rail project was scrapped after the United Nations Command 
(UNC), which overlaps with U.S. forces in the South and oversees 
affairs in the DMZ, rejected the passage of a test train carrying 
fuel, military sources said.

Cho, asked before the meeting if the UNC had given approval 
for a study of transport links over the DMZ, said: “We’re in close 
consultation with relevant countries.”

(Source: Reuters)
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UN condemns ‘horrific’ attack on 
passenger buses in Yemen

By staff & agencies
Turkish police are reportedly in possession of an audio 
recording, which allegedly indicates that the missing Saudi 
dissident journalist, Jamal Khashoggi, was killed at the House 
of Saud regime’s consulate in the Turkish city of Istanbul, 
a Turkish official and a security source claim as the Saudi 
regime still insists that it has no knowledge whatsoever 
regarding the fate of its national.

“Turkish police have an audio recording that indicates 
that Khashoggi was killed at the Saudi consulate” the Reuters 
quoted the two sources speaking on condition of anonymity 
as saying on Monday, giving no further details.

Turkey’s probe into the disappearance of Khashoggi has 
reportedly revealed recordings made on his Apple Watch, 
which was synced with his iPhone being carried outside 
the consulate by Khashoggi’s fiancée.

Turkish officials have reportedly shared with Washington 
the contents of video and audio recordings that allegedly 
contain evidence supporting claims that the journalist was 
murdered by the Saudi regime.

Saudi Arabia has strongly denounced the murdering 
allegations, branding them as a bunch of “lies.”

 Saudi king, Turkey’s Erdogan discuss 
Khashoggi case over phone

Meantime, The House of Saud regime’s King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan have discussed the disappearance of Jamal Khashoggi 
as pressure builds up on Riyadh to come clean about the 
fate of the prominent journalist. 

Erdogan has behaved cautiously in the controversy, 
expressing concern but stopping short of directly accus-
ing Riyadh. 

King Salman phoned Erdogan on Sunday evening “to 
thank the president for welcoming the kingdom’s proposal 
to form a joint working group” to discuss the disappearance, 
the Saudi regime foreign ministry said.

Few details have emerged over how the joint working 
group will function, sparking suspicion that the Saudi regime 
might be trying to coax Turkey with certain concessions at 
a time of the latter’s economic problems. 

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said Saudi 
Arabia had not cooperated in the investigation, despite 
proposing to create the joint working group with Turkish 
authorities.

The Saudi regime foreign ministry said King Salman 
affirmed his country’s “solid” relations with Turkey in the 
phone call with Erdogan, stressing that no one could un-
dermine their relationship.

For his part, Erdogan reportedly expressed his keenness 
to enhance ties between the two countries.

 Saudi king orders internal probe into 
Khashoggi’s case

Meanwhile, as diplomatic pressure is growing on Riyadh 
to give a fuller explanation, Saudi regime King Salman issued 
an order for launching an internal investigation into the 
unexplained disappearance of the 60-year-old journalist.

“The king has ordered the public prosecutor to open 
an internal investigation into the Khashoggi matter based 
on the information from the joint team in Istanbul,” an 
unnamed official was quoted by Reuters as saying.

A Turkish diplomatic source also said on Monday that 
investigators would inspect the consulate on Monday after-
noon, following delays last week when Riyadh and Ankara 
reached an agreement to work together to figure out what 
had happened to the journalist.

 Trump calls Saudi king on journalist’s 
disappearance

Separately on Monday, the United States President 
Donald Trump said he had spoken with the Saudi king 
regarding the missing journalist earlier in the day, and that 
he was sending American Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
to meet with the king immediately.

Trump added that King Salman had denied “any knowl-
edge of whatever may have happened” to Khashoggi. The 
Saudi monarch also told Trump that Riyadh was working 
closely with Ankara on the case.

Trump Trump initially made it clear that whatever the 
outcome of the inquiry into the disappearance of Khashoggi, 
the U.S. would not forgo billions of dollars in arms deals 
with Saudi Arabia.

However, he told CBS News on Saturday that the U.S. 
was investigating the case which he called “really terrible 
and disgusting” and that “there will be severe punishment”.

His remarks prompted the Saudi regime to threaten to 
use its economic muscle to respond to any punitive measure 
but Rai al-Youm, a pan-Arab newspaper based in London, 
said the kingdom might have to ready itself for new “milk-
ing” by the U.S.

Saudi Arabia appears to be increasingly cornered. Britain, 
France and Germany, which have also tended to prioritize 
economic ties with Riyadh, issued a joint statement saying 
they “expect the Saudi government to provide a complete 
and detailed response”.

The kingdom seems to be taking on each challenge one 
by one, beginning with Turkey where the macabre incident 
took place. 

Meanwhile, Spain also called for an urgent probe into 
the mysterious disappearance of the Saudi journo.

The Saudi regime has responded to Western statements 
by saying it would retaliate against any pressure or economic 

sanctions “with greater action”, and Arab allies rallied to 
support it, setting up a potential showdown between the 
world’s top oil exporter and its main Western allies.

 Economic impact
The Saudi riyal fell to its lowest in two years and its 

international bond prices slipped over fears that foreign 
investment inflows could shrink amid international pressure.

The Saudi stock market had tumbled 7.2 percent over 
the previous two trading days but rebounded 2 percent 
on Monday.

Foreign capital is key to Saudi plans for economic di-
versification and job creation.

But concern over the disappearance has seen media or-
ganizations and a growing number of attendees pull out of a 
“Davos in the Desert” investment conference set for Oct. 23-25, 
which has become the biggest show for investors to promote 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s reform vision.

On Monday, a source familiar with the matter said Black-
stone CEO (Chief Executive Officer) Stephen Schwarzman 
and BlackRock Chief Executive Larry Fink were pulling 
out of the summit. Both companies declined comment.

Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund (PIF), which 
hosts the conference, has tentatively committed $20 billion 
to an infrastructure investment planned with Blackstone 
Group. Prince Mohammed told Reuters last year that Black-
stone and BlackRock Inc were planning to open offices in 
the kingdom.

Bahrain called for a boycott of Uber, in which PIF has 
invested $3.5 billion, after its chief executive officer said 
he would not attend the conference.

Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi entered Saudi Arabia’s 
consulate in Istanbul on October 2 to obtain a document 
certifying he divorced his ex-wife. He has not been seen since.

Turkish sources have told media outlets they believe 
the Saudi writer and critic was killed inside the consulate 
in what they describe as “premeditated murder”.

The Saudi regime officials have countered that claim, 
insisting Khashoggi left the building before vanishing. 

Khashoggi, an outspoken critic of the Saudi regime, 
had been living in self-imposed exile in the United States 
since 2017, when Saudi authorities launched a massive 
crackdown on dissent. He was seeking to secure documen-
tation for his forthcoming marriage when he entered the 
Saudi consulate in Istanbul on October 2, but never came 
out despite Riyadh’s claim that he exited the mission less 
than an hour after entering.

His fiancée waited outside the consulate for hours 
without hearing from him, prompting her to report his 
disappearance to Istanbul police. Ankara says there is no 
proof Khashoggi left the consulate. 

The United States voters are expressing 
significantly more interest in turning out 
to vote in one of the most polarized midterm 
congressional elections in decades, with 
Democrats enjoying more support than 
President Donald Trump’s fellow Repub-
licans, according to a new survey.

Some 77 percent of registered voters 
say they are certain to vote next month or 
have already voted, up from a 65 percent 
majority in Post-ABC polls in October 2014, 
, according to the Washington Post-ABC 
News poll.

Enthusiasm is up across almost all demo-
graphic groups, but the increases are great-
er among younger adults, non-whites and 
those who say they favor Democratic Party 
lawmakers for Congress, the survey found.

Compared to Republicans, Democrats 
maintain a double-digit advantage in 
overall support for Congress, the poll 
finds.

Four years ago, midterm voter turnout 
fell to its lowest level in more than half a 
century. Republicans were able to capitalize 
by expanding their majority in the House 
of Representatives and taking control of 
the Senate.

The U.S. midterm elections take place at 
the halfway point during each presidential 
term and usually experience weak turnout 
due to a lack of enthusiasm. But President 
Trump’s election in 2016, has made Amer-
icans more engaged than ever with the po-
larized political climate.

Democrats hope to change Republican 

momentum in Washington following a bitter 
defeat when the U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh was confirmed by the Senate 
by the narrowest majority in the U.S. history.

The confirmation added to the current 
Republican advantage over all three branches 
of government, controlling the White House, 
both houses of Congress and now a 5-4 ma-
jority on the country’s highest court.

The new poll offers no definitive answer 
to the question of how the partisan battle 
over Kavanaugh has affected intensity among 
voters from both parties.

According to the latest forecast by 
FiveThirtyEight, Republicans have an 81 
percent chance to keep control of the Senate. 
The forecast also predicts Democrats have 
a 77.5% chance to take control of the House 

of Representatives
The economy and healthcare rank as the 

most important issues for the midterm voters, 
followed by changing the way things work 
in Washington and the equal treatment of 
women and men, followed by taxes, immi-
gration and the appointment of judges to 
the Supreme Court. 

Republicans are also heavily campaigning 
on the positive trends in the U.S. economy, 
with the unemployment rate falling to 3.7 
percent last month, its lowest in nearly 50 
years. However, many economists still fear 
that much of the economic boom seen from 
tax cuts and deregulation have not affected 
middle-income families as much as corpo-
rate America.

(Source: agencies)

Turkish police: Audio recording shows Khashoggi murdered

Voters say they are more likely to cast ballots in this year’s midterm elections

Yemen on brink of ‘world’s worst famine in 100 years’ if war continues
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As a child, Larry Nance Jr couldn’t help but 
be influenced by basketball.

His father - three-time NBA All-Star Larry 
Nance Sr - won the league’s first Slam Dunk 
Contest; his home town - Akron, Ohio - is the 
birthplace of the legendary LeBron James.

It came as little surprise, then, that Nance 
Jr should forge a career in the sport.

Now 25, he is preparing for his second 
season at the Cleveland Cavaliers, whom he 
joined from the Los Angeles Lakers last season.

A move back to the city he loves was fol-
lowed by the Cavs taking his father’s number 
out of retirement for him - which he says was 
a “dream come true”.

James, his idol, has since moved in the 
opposite direction.

But how have the Cavs adapted to his 
departure? And who are the players - and 
teams - to watch in the new NBA season?

    What is life like after LeBron 
James?

James’ achievements have led to compar-
isons with all-time greats such as Michael 
Jordan and Kobe Bryant. After featuring in 
four consecutive NBA Finals with the Cavs, 
and giving the city its first NBA championship, 
James signed a four-year contract with the 
Los Angeles Lakers worth $154m (£116m). 
James has opted for the glitz and glamour 
of Hollywood; ideal for his lead role in the 
forthcoming Space Jam movie.

“You never want to lose a player of his 
calibre, but that being said we’re all very 
excited to show that we’re more than what 
we’ve got to show the past couple of years,” 
Nance Jr said.

“He demands so much attention from 
other teams - and he’s so good - that we all 
have to take a back-seat role and just accept 
and enjoy playing with him.

“We’re all very excited to step out of that 
role and get to show the kind of players we 
really are.”

Asked whether the Cavs face extra pressure 
following James’ departure, he added: “No, 
not really. I feel like there’s no pressure on 
us. We lost the best player in the league, so 
nobody’s really expecting anything. They’re 
not even expecting us to make the play-offs.

    Who are the teams to watch?
The past four NBA Finals have been be-

tween the Golden State Warriors and the 
Cavs. The Warriors have won three of those, 
including the past two. Can they make it three 
in a row? Can the Houston Rockets topple 
them in the Western Conference? Do the 
Boston Celtics deserve favouritism in the 
Eastern Conference, or can the Toronto 
Raptors make a push?

“I have to start with Golden State - they’re 

the returning champions two years straight 
and they added the best centre in the NBA 
[DeMarcus Cousins] so that kind of speaks 
for itself,” Nance Jr said. “They’re probably 
number one.

“I think number two is the Houston Rock-
ets. They had the Warriors against the ropes 
last season. They’re a very, very good team.

“Obviously the LA Lakers can’t be over-
looked now they have LeBron. Any time you 
bring in a player of the calibre that [Golden 
State and Los Angeles] brought in - DeMarcus 
Cousins and LeBron - your off-season can’t 
be overlooked.

     How can the Warriors be 
stopped?

The Golden State Warriors won their third 

NBA Championship in 1975, then went 40 
years without another. But, as they seek a 
third straight title, how can Steph Curry and 
his team-mates be stopped?

“If I knew, then we would have won a 
couple of games,” joked Nance Jr.

“They were so good last year, and to add 
a talent like DeMarcus Cousins is a whole 
new ball game, so I don’t know.

“I’m glad we don’t play them until the 
middle of the season, so hopefully I can watch 
a couple of teams beat them and we can get 
a few ideas.

“I do think Golden State are going to end 
up taking it home again, but I think Houston 
could give them some problems.

 (Source: BBC)

Pep Guardiola open to 
coaching in Serie A in future
Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola could see himself coach-
ing in Serie A in the future.

Guardiola, who extended his contract with City through the 
end of the 2020-21 season in May, played for both Brescia and 
Roma in Serie A and was in Italy over the weekend to participate 
in the Festival dello Sport, where he was asked whether he could 
imagine returning as a coach one day.

“Why not?” he said as part of a podium discussion with Arrigo 
Sacchi and Carlo Ancelotti. “After my experience at Barcelona, 
who would have thought I’d go to [Bayern] Munich and Germany? 
Yet that happened.

“I overcame the arduous challenge of learning German, so 
everything is possible. I’ve coached in Spain, in Germany and 
now in England, so why couldn’t I coach in Italy? I don’t know 
what the future holds for me, but the food’s good here.”

Guardiola, who guided City to the Premier League title 
last season, ended his playing career in 2006. After coaching 
Barca for four seasons beginning in 2008-09, winning La 
Liga three times and the Champions League twice, he joined 
Bayern in 2013.

He won the Bundesliga in each of his three seasons with Bayern 
and made three Champions League semifinal appearances, then 
was appointed at City in 2016.

Guardiola later told reporters that his Brescia and Roma days 
made him feel at home in Italy, which is why a longer stay than 
just a weekend appeals to him.

 (Source: ESPN) 

Slovakia’s national soccer team coach Jan Kozak resigned on 
Sunday after more than five years in the job, a period during 
which he got his side into the European Championships for the 
first time.

Kozak took over the national side in July 2013 and led the 
team to 29 victories in 54 matches.

His side made it into the round of 16 in its debut Euro Cham-
pionships in 2016 before getting knocked out by Germany. But 
it failed to extend its successes and just missed out on the 2018 
World Cup.

“He created a side that achieved a number of fantastic results 
written into the history of our country’s football,” the Football 
Association said on its website.

Slovakia lost 2-1 to neighboring rivals the Czech Republic in 
a Nations League match on Saturday.

Assistant Stefan Tarkovic will lead the team in a friendly match 
against Sweden on Tuesday, the association said.

(Source: Eurosport)

Usain Bolt has questioned why he has received a notice for a drugs 
test from Australia’s anti-doping authority (Asada), saying he is 
not yet a professional footballer.

The eight-time Olympic sprint champion has been on trial 
with A-League club Central Coast Mariners and scored twice on 
his first start in a friendly on Friday.

Bolt says he has been told he is being tested as he is an “elite 
athlete”.

The 32-year-old Jamaican retired from athletics in 2017.
“So guys I’ve retired from track and field looking to become 

a footballer but look at this,” Bolt said in an Instagram post on 
Monday, in which he showed the drugs test notice.

The notice from Asada requesting blood and urine appears 
to have been issued by Football Federation Australia.

It is understood that even as a triallist, Bolt is officially 
registered with the club, and is therefore subject to drug 
testing.

Bolt’s trial period came to an end at the weekend and the 
Mariners now have to decide whether to offer the Jamaican a 
permanent deal, a further trial period or release him.

“How am I going to get a drug test today? I’m not even a pro-
fessional footballer yet. Seriously,” the 100m and 200m world 
record holder added.

“So I asked the lady, ‘Why am I getting drug tested when I 
haven’t signed for a club yet?’ and she said they told her I’m an 
elite athlete so I have to get tested. Okay then.”

Asada defines an athlete as a person who “competes 
in sport and who is subject to the National Anti Doping 
Scheme”.

(Source: Yahoo Spotrs)

Ex-Sri Lanka captain Sanath Jayasuriya has been charged by 
the International Cricket Council with two breaches of its an-
ti-corruption code.

The 49-year-old former all-rounder is accused of failing to 
co-operate with an investigation by the governing body.

He is also charged with obstructing the investigation by “con-
cealing, tampering with or destroying evidence”.

Jayasuriya, a former chair of the Sri Lanka selectors’ committee, 
is regarded as one of the greatest one-day players.

He has 14 days to respond to the charges.
Jayasuriya was player of the tournament as Sri Lanka won 

the World Cup in 1996 and he scored 21 centuries and took 323 
wickets in 445 one-day internationals. He also averaged 40.07 
runs in 110 Test matches.

He retired from international cricket in 2011, but continued 
playing Twenty20 matches until 2012.

Earlier this month, Alex Marshall, general manager of the ICC 
anti-corruption unit, announced an investigation into “serious 
allegations of corruption” in Sri Lanka.

(Source: BBC)
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 Simona Halep is back as the year-end No. 1 for the second 
year in a row, despite a back injury that doctors say could 
lead to a long-term problem.

Halep, who won her first major title at this year’s 
French Open, clinched the year-end top tennis ranking 
on Monday but may be forced to pull out of the upcoming 
Kremlin Cup and the season-ending WTA Finals because 
of a herniated disk.

“I haven’t practiced 100 percent yet but today, tomorrow, 
I will do close to 100,” Halep said in a conference call, “and 
I will be able to know better the next day.

“The doctor told me it’s nothing about the surgery, but 
if I will keep playing there is a risk of long-term injury. I 
don’t need that and I don’t want that, so I have to make 
good decisions in the next days.”

Halep, 27, had her best year on tour in 2018, reaching 
the Australian Open final and then winning her first Grand 
Slam title a few months later at Roland Garros. But she 
announced at the start of this month that she had an MRI 
exam after retiring from her first-round match at the China 
Open and the herniated disk problem was found.

The Kremlin Cup runs this week and the WTA Finals, 
which is for the top eight players in the world, begin in 

Singapore on Oct. 21.
“I hope first to be able to play here (in Moscow) because 

... I have already 3-4 days getting ready for this tournament,” 
Halep said. “But if I will not be able to play here, I’m very 
doubtful that I will be able to play in Singapore because 
it’s very fast.

“So I don’t know now, but for sure I will take a decision 
for my health first.”

Despite the injury, Halep is still relishing in her sea-
son. She has been at the top of the rankings for nearly 
the entire year even though her results suffered as the 
season wore on.

Halep has played in 15 tournaments so far in 2018, but 
she followed up her first major title by losing in the third 
round at Wimbledon. She then lost in the first round at 
the U.S. Open.

Keeping her best level throughout the long season is 
something Halep has struggled with, even though she has 
qualified for the WTA Finals in each of the five years since 
its move to Singapore.

“It’s really difficult and I feel it every year, and I feel it 
more and more, to be honest. I give everything I have the 
first part of the year and then it’s difficult for me to play,” 
said Halep, who also reached French Open finals in 2014 
and 2017 but lost both times. “My goal for the next years 
is to be better in this position, if I would be able to qualify 
again for the Finals. I want just to be better and ready to 
play the tournament.”

But before she takes the court in Singapore, or in Moscow, 
there’s that back injury that is still bothering her.

(Source: ESPN)

Simona Halep earns 2nd straight year-end No. 1 ranking

A German court has decided not to pursue 
a tax evasion case against three former DFB 
officials, including two former DFB presidents. 
They have been charged in connection with 
the awarding of the 2006 World Cup.

A regional court in the German city of 
Frankfurt on Monday decided not to open 
proceedings against three former high-rank-
ing members Germany’s football association 
(DFB).

The three officials — former DFB presi-
dents Wolfgang Niersbach and Theo Zwan-
ziger and former general secretary Horst 
Schmidt — were charged in May with tax 
evasion in connection with the awarding of 
the 2006 World Cup. All three were members 
of the organizing committee for Germany’s 
successful bid to host the tournament.

The Frankfurt district court ruled that 
there were insufficient grounds to proceed to 
a trial. Public prosecutors have one week to 
appeal the decision to the high district court.

“I have always stressed that the accusa-
tions against me are completely unfounded. 
Now I am just very relieved,” Niersbach, who 
stepped down as DFB president in November 

2015, told German news agency SID.
The charges against them relate to a pay-

ment of €6.7 million ($7.3 million) which the 
DFB made to FIFA, world football’s governing 
body, in 2005. The payment was declared 
as a contribution for a cultural event at the 
World Cup in Germany, but the event never 
took place.

Public prosecutors maintain the payment 
was wrongly declared in the DFB’s 2006 tax 
return, but the football association continues 
to insist that it was made for operational 
reasons.

Investigators also believe the money was 
actually a concealed repayment to the late chief 
executive of Adidas, Robert Louis-Dreyfus.

Three years earlier, Louis-Dreyfus had 
extended a loan of 10 million Swiss francs to 
Franz Beckenbauer, then the president of the 
World Cup organizing committee. Around 
the same time, a similar sum was transferred 
from an account belonging to Beckenbauer 
and his manager to a company in Qatar be-
longing to Mohamed Bin Hammam, then 
a FIFA executive.

 (Source: DW)

Manchester United could be set for huge 
Middle East investment as Saudi Arabia’s 
crown prince - a man worth around £850bil-
lion - ‘eyes up a potential takeover’.

It has been reported that Mohammad 
bin Salman - who currently holds the second 
highest position in the Saudi government 
behind the King - wants to take on the Abu 
Dhabi-based owners of Manchester City 
in the Premier League.

The Sun report that 33-year-old Bin 
Salman wants to make his mark in the world 
of football, and views the Glazer-owned 
Manchester United as the perfect acqui-
sition.

If United’s current owners were to 
sell the club, it would cost the Saudis 
more than £3bn, but there is a chance 
that the crown prince could instead just 
buy a portion.

Saudi Arabia have already delved into 
the world of sport with purchases in both F1 
and WWE, but football has been a difficult 
subject in the past.

The Qatari channel beIN Sports has been 
banned from broadcasting in the country, 

but the Sun report that BeoutQ, based in 
Saudi Arabia, has been pirating beIN Sport’s 
coverage of the English top flight. 

It is as yet unclear whether the Glazer 
family would be willing to sell the club, and 
they have made no comment on it since 
their arrival back in 2005.

Co-chairman Avram Glazer’s recent 
whereabouts have fuelled rumours of an 
imminent sale though, with him spending 
a large chunk of his time in the Middle 
East.

He is even due to attend the Future 
Investment Initiative conference in Saudi 
Arabia’s capital Riyadh next week, along-
side leading bankers and investors based 
around the globe.

Manchester United’s current share price 
values the club at more than £2.5bn, which 
is slightly down from the record high of 
£3.1bn recorded in August.

It is understood that any offer to the 
Glazers would have to be significantly 
higher, given the earning power and global 
brand of the club. 

(Source: Daily Mail)

Ex-German football bosses’ World Cup 
tax evasion trial canned

Saudi Arabian prince interested in 
huge Manchester United takeover

The teams, the stars and life after 
LeBron James - NBA season preview
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Laurent Koscielny hit out at France manager Didier Des-
champs after announcing his international retirement at 
the weekend, with the Arsenal defender admitting that their 
World Cup triumph has hurt him “psychologically” more 
than the Achilles injury that currently has him sidelined.

The 33-year-old has not played this season after missing 
the summer World Cup with an ankle injury, having rup-
tured his Achilles tendon towards the end of last season.

But with the 51-cap centre-back claiming that the injury 
is not his reason for announcing his retirement, he explained 
that he no longer sees a place for himself among Deschamps’ 
squad as they look to build on their success in Russia.

Furthermore, Koscielny proceeded to criticise Deschamps 
for not contacting him in the wake of his serious injury, 
and also took a shot at the wider French set-up for their 
continued silence.

“It feels like a hit on the back of the head,” he said.
“When you are in good form, you have lots of friends. 

When you are injured... after a certain period of time, you 
are forgotten about.

“He [Deschamps] called me once for my birthday in 
September. Otherwise, no. Lots of people disappointed me. 
Not only the coach.”

The news of his retirement is no surprise given that he 
announced last year that the 2018 World Cup would be his 
last tournament, ending an international career that started 

in November 2011 and saw him compete at the 2014 World 
Cup and both 2012 and 2016 European Championships.

But with the likes of Raphael Varane, Benjamin Pavard 
and Presnel Kimpembe all in the squad and 25 years old or 
younger, Koscielny believes the time is right to make way 
for the next generation.

He has, however, spoken of the impact that missing the 
World Cup has had on him, which left a bigger mark on 
his mentality than the five-month absence from football.

“The injury is one thing, the victory of the World Cup 
is another,” Koscielny said. “I think the victory certainly 
made me much more psychologically hurt than my injury.

“I think I gave the France team what I could. For me, 
my injury has not changed anything. The Blues are over, 
after that, I will always be a supporter of the French team 
but what is certain is that I will not put on the blue jersey.

“I have a new state of mind, there will be the Laurent 
before and the Laurent after injury. I want to continue to 
Arsenal, I want to return quickly. I want to fight.”

(Source: Independent)

The Egyptian Football Association have denied claims 
Liverpool tried to ensure that Mohamed Salah missed at 
least one of Egypt’s fixtures over the international period.

Salah picked up a suspected groin injury late on in Egypt’s 
4-1 win over Swaziland in Cairo on Friday night, but reports 
said Liverpool had advised the EFA to manage the forward’s 
game-time for “fear of stress.”

“These allegations are incorrect,” EFA spokesperson 
Osama Ismael told ESPN FC. “Each player joins the team 
with a medical report on his condition. Each player also 

has a medical report.“Liverpool report [sic] did not require 
anything. But Salah was injured in the first game. He will 
not be able to play the second game.”

Salah, along with West Bromwich Albion’s Ahmed Hega-
zy, reported to the Egypt squad later than the rest of the 
players, with head coach Javier Aguirre affording him extra 
rest after Liverpool’s game with Manchester City.

Meanwhile, sources have told ESPN FC that Liverpool 
are continuing to monitor the fitness of Salah and Virgil van 
Dijk after their early withdrawal from international duty.

Van Dijk has not travelled with Netherlands to Brussels 
for their fixture with Belgium on Tuesday

The defender played the entirety of Netherlands’ 3-0 
win over Germany on Friday, but the Dutch Football As-
sociation said he is still suffering from a rib injury that he 
aggravated last month.

Salah and Van Dijk are being assessed by the club’s medical 
staff as those Liverpool players not on national team duty report 
back to Melwood on Monday after being granted time off.

(Source: ESPN)

Koscielny hits out at Didier Deschamps

Liverpool did not want Mohamed Salah rested for internationals - Egyptian FA

TEHRAN — Bolivia head coach Cesar 
Farias says the friendly match against 

Iran will be a good opportunity for their young players 
to show their potentials. 

“We play our rivals at La Paz which is around 
3,650 meters above sea level. Playing Iran in Teh-
ran’s Azadi Stadium (1,173m above sea level) will be 
a different situation for us and we want to experience 
that,” he added. 

“We’ve had a long trip to reach Tehran and I think 

it will be good for our players to test their bodies in 
this condition,” he added. 

Praising Team Melli as a strong Asian football team, 
Farias said, “Iran played very well in the 2018 World 
Cup. They are a well defended football team.”

“We’ve analyzed Iran’s matches in Russia and they 
are a strong team. I think we will have a good friendly 
on Tuesday,” he added. 

Iran national football team are ranked 33rd in the 
FIFA ranking and Bolivia are 58th in the ranking. 

Match against Iran is a good opportunity for 
young players: Cesar Farias
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The New York Knicks have released center 
Joakim Noah with two years and $38 mil-
lion remaining on his contract, the NBA 
team said on Saturday. 

Noah, son of former world number three 
French tennis player Yannick, has been away 

from the team since clashing with former 
coach Jeff Hornacek last season. 

Unable to find a trade, the Knicks had 
to cut Noah by Monday to get down to a 
15-man roster. 

The 33-year-old Noah, who signed for 

his hometown team in 2016, finished with 
an average of 4.6 points and 7.9 rebounds 
with New York. 

His $18.5 million salary for this sea-
son will count against the salary cap and 
the Knicks can stretch out the remaining 

amount over three seasons. 
The Chicago Bulls selected him with the 

ninth overall pick in the 2007 draft. He had 
an impressive spell with the Bulls, which 
included him being named NBA’s Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2014. 

NBA: Knicks release Noah after two seasons

Barcelona are facing a defensive crisis ahead 
of next week’s games against Sevilla, Inter 
Milan and Real Madrid after Thomas Ver-
maelen was ruled out for six weeks.

Vermaelen injured his hamstring while 
on international duty with Belgium and re-
turned to Barcelona for tests on the problem 
over the weekend.

The club confirmed on Monday that he will 
be sidelined for the next month-and-a-half, 
which could see him miss up to eight games.

Ernesto Valverde is already without Samuel 
Umtiti, with Barca refusing to put a timeframe 
on the defender’s recovery from a knee injury.

Umtiti has not played since the end of 
September and reports in the last week sug-
gested he might need surgery, which could 
keep him out until 2019.

Gerard Pique and summer signing 
Clement Lenglet, therefore, are the only 
fit centre-backs Valverde has at his disposal.

Lenglet, who was sent off on his full 
La Liga debut, is still adapting to his new 
surroundings, while Pique has made high 
profile mistakes in the club’s four-game 
winless run in the league.

Barca have already conceded nine goals in 
eight games this season -- the same amount 
they conceded in their opening 20 fixtures 
in the last campaign, and are also suffering 
from a lack of depth in the full-back positions.

Right-back Sergi Roberto has missed the 
last two games with a muscle injury, but he 
could return in the next week.

Jordi Alba has no understudy at left-
back following Lucas Digne’s summer 
move to Everton.

With just four fit defenders as things stand, 
Valverde may have to look to the reserve 
team for reinforcements.

Left-back Juan Miranda and centre-back 
Jorge Cuenca are the most likely to make 

the step up if needed.
Barca host La Liga leaders Sevilla on Satur-

day and then welcome Inter to Camp Nou in the 

Champions League the following Wednesday, 
before hosting Madrid in El Clasico on Oct. 28.

(Source: ESPN)

Barcelona facing defensive crisis ahead of El Clasico

Iran wins two silver medals 
in Youth Olympic Games
IRNA — Iranian free style wrestlers won two silver medals in 
the Youth Olympic Games underway in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Mohammad Karimi and Amir Hossein Zare won the silver 
medals in the 65 kg and 110 kg weight classes respectively.

The Iranian sports delegation consisting of 49 male and fe-
male athletes have so far snatched six gold, three silver and one 
bronze medals in the tournament.

Iran might play friendly with 
Belarus

TASNIM — Iran national football team will likely play a friendly 
match with Belarus prior to the 2019 AFC Asian Cup.

Iran, who are pitted against Yemen, Iraq and Vietnam in 
Group D, will play Bolivia, Venezuela and Trinidad and Tobago 
ahead of the Asian Cup in the UAE.

Iranian Sport Minister Masoud Soltanifar met with Belarus 
Ambassador to Iran Yuri Ivanovic Lazarcic in the ministry. 

Soltanifar requested Ivanovic to arrange a friendly match be-
tween Belarus and Iran in Tehran before the 2019 AFC Asian Cup. 

Belarus sit 80th in FIFA world ranking while Iran are 33rd. 

Seo back as Suwon Samsung 
Bluewings head coach

Seo Jung-won has returned to helm K League 1 club Suwon Sam-
sung Bluewings just 48 days after he quit the job.

Suwon said on Monday that they’ve rehired Seo, who had 
announced his resignation on August 28, and that Seo will lead 
the team for the rest of this season.

When Seo resigned, Suwon were in fourth place in the K 
League 1 standings.

However, they struggled after the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia 
break, collecting only five wins, two draws against five losses, 
which pressured Seo to step down.

Suwon then promoted their chief assistant coach, Lee Byung-ge-
un, as caretaker manager, but the four-time K League 1 champions 
didn’t show significant improvement and are currently fifth in 
the standings with six matches remaining.

Suwon said they brought their former coach back to prepare 
for important matches later this month.

Suwon are scheduled to face Jeju United in the Korea Foot-
ball Association Cup quarter-finals on Wednesday and take on 
Japanese side Kashima Antlers in the second leg of their 2018 
AFC Champions League semi-final on October 24. Suwon lost 
the first leg 3-2 after having taken a 2-0 lead.

“After receiving the club’s request that I come back, I made up 
my mind,” Seo said through Suwon. “I had a desire to responsibly 
complete this season’s remaining matches.”

(Source: Yonhap)

Thailand give goalkeeper 
Ratanakul winning farewell

Thailand’s AFC Asian Cup 2019 UAE preparations received 
another boost as the Southeast Asian side defeated Trinidad & 
Tobago in an international friendly on Sunday.

Powered by J-League players Chanathip Songkrasin, Teer-
athon Bunmathan and Teerasil Dangda, Thailand added to the 
1-0 win scored over Hong Kong on Thursday.

Against Trinidad, played in front of over 15,000 fans at the 
Suphanburi Stadium, retiring goalkeeper Sinthavee Chaiyathat 
Ratanakul featured for the first 15 minutes as he called time on his 
14-year international career before being replaced by Chatchai 
Bootprom.

After a goalless first half, Thitiphan Puangjan struck the winner 
for Thailand in the 66th minute.

Thailand will play in Group A at the AFC Asian Cup 2019 
UAE with hosts the United Arab Emirates, India and Bahrain 
for company in the January 5-February 1 extravaganza.

(Source: the-afc)

Braves, manager Snitker 
agree on contract extension

The Atlanta Braves agreed to a two-year contract with manager 
Brian Snitker. The deal announced by the Braves on Monday 
includes a club option for the 2021 season. Financial terms were 
not disclosed, but USA Today reported in August Snitker’s 2018 
salary was $800,000, tied for lowest-paid MLB manager with 
Alex Cora (Boston) and Scott Servais (Seattle). Snitker, who turns 
63 on Wednesday, took over as Atlanta’s manager on an interim 
basis in May 2016, replacing Fredi Gonzalez. 

The 2019 season will be his 43rd with the organization. He 
started as a player in the minor leagues in 1977. 

This season, he led the Braves to the National League East 
championship, their first division title since 2013, with a 90-72 
record. The Braves lost to the Los Angeles Dodgers in the National 
League Division Series. 

His overall managerial record is 221-227. Since Snitker became 
interim manager, the Braves have won an MLB-best 57 games 
in their final at-bat. 

(Source: Reuters)
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TEHRAN — Iran national 
football team head coach 

Carlos Queiroz said they will be different in 
the 2019 AFC Asian Cup through different 
preparation.

Team Melli have been scheduled to face 
Bolivia in a friendly match on Tuesday as part 
of preparation for the 2019 AFC Asian Cup. 

Iran have not won the title since 1976.
Iran have been drawn in Group D along 

with Yemen, Iraq and Vietnam. 
“We are waiting for medicine to have a 

good performance at the 2019 AFC Asian Cup 
but the big question is whether we receive 
our medicine ahead of the competition or 
after that. Our strategy in the UAE is: Team 

should be ready and have motivation. We 
need good preparation to win the title after 42 
years,” Queiroz said in the news conference 
ahead of the friendly match against Bolivia. 

“Bolivia match can be a good warm-up 
for us but we should also be united to get 
good results in the Asian Cup. I hope the fans 
come to the stadium to support us against 
strong Bolivia,” he added. 

“I have to say we are in good condition, 
not excellent. We still need some medicine,” 
the Portuguese stated. 

 Asked him is there any chance for Jalal 
Hosseini to be invited to Team Melli, Que-
iroz said, “He is always in my heart but we 
needed some changes.”

Team Melli will 
be different in 
AFC Asian Cup: 
Carlos Queiroz



TEHRAN – Four 
Iranian cultural 

luminaries were honored for their lifetime 
achievements during a ceremony held at 
the National Library and Archives of Iran 
(NLAI) on Sunday.

Mohammad-Mehdi Jafari received the 
honor for a Persian translation of the Nahj-
ul-Balagha, and Mohammad-Hassan Semsar 
won the honor for his lifelong studies on 
Iranian architecture. 

Children’s book translator Majid Amiq 
and expert on the history of Islam Ali 
Bahramian were the other honorees.

Speaking at the ceremony, Jafari said 
that he regards the Nahj-ul-Balagha as a 
hereditary issue and added, “My father was a 
scholar educated in Najaf. Although he died 
when I was a child, I saw the interpretation 
of the book among his books.”

The Nahj-ul-Balagha (“The Peak of 
Eloquence”) is an anthology of political 
discourses, sermons, letters and sayings 
attributed to Imam Ali (AS), which were 
compiled by Seyyed Razi (d. 1015). 

Semsar also talked of his interest and 
activities in Islamic art and his articles 
published in different art magazines. He 
also said that he was the one who initiated 
the idea of converting palaces into museums 
after the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

Amiq said that he has studied English 
literature at the university and that he has 
always wanted to be perfect in his work. 

“I wanted to be in love with what I do in 
the field of children’s books because those 
who are in love are much better,” he said.

For his part, Bahramian expressed his 
hope that he finds an opportunity to collect 

and publish what he has learned about the 
history of Islam.
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Religious play crew pays tribute to 
actor Anushirvan Arjmand

Battersea Arts Centre seeks new artistic 
director after David Jubb stands down

Linz festival honors Iranian films 
“Birthday Night” “Animal”

“Venom”, “A Star Is Born” repeat box office 
wins, “First Man” launches to $16.6 million

TEHRAN – Iranian 
films “Birthday Night” 

and “Animal” won awards at the Linz 
International Short Film Festival in Austria, 
the organizers announced on Monday.

Directed by Omid Shams, “Birthday 
Night” received the award for best fiction, 
and “Animal” by Bahram and Bahman Ark 
won director of photography Ali Abpak an 
award for best cinematography.

“Birthday Night” is a film about Ahmad 
and Ali, two friends and business partners 
who face a dramatic situation on their 
birthday night.

“Animal” tells the story of a man who 
attempts to cross a frontier disguised as 
a ram.

Farnush Samadi, director of the 

acclaimed Iranian short “Gaze”, which 
opened the festival on October 11, was a 
member of the jury. Romanian director 
Sorin Dorian Dragoi and Italian animator 
Lucia Bulgheroni were the other members 
of the panel.

Spanish director Alessandro Novelli’s 
“Contact” was named best animated movie, 
and “The House We Were” by Italian 
filmmaker Arianna Lodeserto won the 
award for best documentary.

Sebastián Nemo Arancibia from Chile 
was selected as best director for “Un 
cortometraje sobre la educacion” that also 
won an award for best cinematography. 

  “Daughter” by Polish director and writer 
Mara Tamkovich received the award for 
best script.

LOS ANGELES (Variety.com) —Tom 
Hardy’s “Venom” grabbed $35.7 million to 
repeat as the winner of the North American 
box office, followed by Lady Gaga’s “A Star 
Is Born” with $28 million.

Ryan Gosling’s “First Man” launched in 
third place at the low end of expectations 
with $16.6 million at 3,640 sites, edging the 
opening of Sony’s “Goosebumps 2: Haunted 
Halloween” with $16.2 million at 3,521 venues.

“Venom”, which declined 56 percent, is the 
first repeat winner at the box office since “Crazy 
Rich Asians” won three straight weekends in 
August. Moviegoers have continued to shrug 
off negative reviews as the movie has taken 
in more than $142 million domestically at 
4,250 locations in its first 10 days for Sony. 
It’s also continued the dominance of Marvel’s 
characters in the superhero movie realm.

“A Star Is Born”, bolstered by stellar reviews 
and fans excited over the Lady Gaga-Bradley 
Cooper collaboration, declined by only 33 
percent and lifted its 10-day total to more 
than $94 million at 3,708 venues.

“First Man” audiences gave the film a 
B+ CinemaScore. Universal’s distribution 
president Jim Orr said that the “First Man” 
results were not disappointing, given that 
the core audience is an older demographic.

“As we’ve seen in this release corridor, 
quality films like ‘First Man’ — Certified Fresh 
at 88 percent on Rotten Tomatoes — have 
strong playability and will have tremendous 
legs at the box office,” he said. “This weekend’s 
results are a just a starting point. Quality adult 
dramas released in this time period produce 
very healthy multiples. This is very much a 

marathon, not a sprint.”
“First Man”, directed by Damien Chazelle, 

follows Neil Armstrong’s life and the years 
leading up to the Apollo 11 mission to the 
moon in 1969. “First Man”, which premiered 
at the Venice Film Festival, is receiving a ma-
jor campaign for awards. Chazelle won the 
Best Director Academy Award last year for 
“La La Land”.

 “Goosebumps 2: Haunted Halloween” 
debuted slightly above expectations as it aims 
at family audiences. The original opened with 
$23.6 million in 2015 on its way to an $80 
million domestic total.

Warner Bros.’ third weekend of animated 
comedy “Smallfoot” took the fifth spot with 
$9.3 million at 3,606 locations for a 17-day 
total of $57.6 million. Universal’s third week-
end of “Night School” followed in sixth with 
$8 million at 2,870 sites giving the Kevin 
Hart-Tiffany Haddish comedy nearly $60 
million.

TEHRAN – The 
crew of “Khatun” 

commemorated actor Anushirvan Arjmand, 
mostly famous for his roles in historical 
and religious plays and TV series, before 
premiering the religious play by writer 
and director Hossein Aalambakhsh at 
the main hall of Tehran’s City Theater 
Complex on Sunday.

“Love of Imam Hussein (AS) was a 
key aspect of his personality and he never 
ignored it,” said director Hossein Mosafer 
Astaneh who collaborated with Arjmand 
in several religious theatrical projects, 
including “The Sun of the Caravan”, which 
was performed for about a decade during 

Muharram.
Arjmand’s family, including his son, 

Borzu, who is also an actor, attended the 
premiere of the play.

“I am really glad to see that my father is 
being commemorated during the premiere 
of ‘Khatun’,” Borzu said on stage.

“In some way, he had made a vow to 
act in ‘The Sun of the Caravan’… and I 
believe that the play was a turning point 
in our lives,” he added.

Anushirvan Arjmand who did his 
most memorable acting in TV series, 
which included “Imam Ali (AS)” and 
“Mokhtarnameh” directed by Davud 
Mirbaqeri, died at age 73 in December 2014.  

LONDON (Guardian) — Battersea Arts 
Centre, the vibrant London venue that re-
cently fully reopened after a devastating 2015 
fire, is searching for a new artistic director 
and CEO. After 15 years in the joint role, 
David Jubb has announced that he is to step 
down in April or, in his words, “bugger off 
and let someone else have a go”.

Jubb, who is “heading off to grow children 
and vegetables”, arrived at BAC as a devel-
opment producer in 1999. He has been the 
artistic director and CEO since 2004. His 
collaborative “scratch” method of working 
– where everyone has a say in developing 
new ideas – was used not just on BAC’s 
productions but also on the renovation of 
the Grade II*-listed building after the fire.

Artists championed and nurtured dur-
ing Jubb’s time at the venue have included 
1927, Kate Tempest, Little Bulb, Inua Ellams, 
Jess Thom aka Touretteshero and Bryony 
Kimmings, whose show I’m a Phoenix, Bitch 
opened this week to rave reviews as part of 
BAC’s Phoenix season. One of the theatre’s 
greatest hits was 2007’s “The Masque of 
the Red Death”, an immersive experience 
inspired by Edgar Allan Poe and created 
by the Punchdrunk company. The gothic 
adventure invited audiences to roam the 
building in cloaks and masks, and featured 
a walk-on part for the theatre’s cat, Pluto. 
It had a seven-month sellout run and was 
seen by more than 40,000 people.

BAC’s productions have reached wider 
audiences in recent years thanks to their 
strand of BBC programming, Performance 
Live, which has included television broadcasts 

of theatre shows by Thom and Tempest and 
companies including Common Wealth and 
Gecko. During Jubb’s time at BAC the centre 
has also merged with Wandsworth Museum 
to create the new BAC Moving Museum.

Jubb described BAC as “one of those 
places where people’s lives often begin 
again. They have an experience; they meet 
someone or a community of people; they 
discover a new passion. I think it’s why the 
organization and the building are held with 
such affection. All great cultural centers are 
places of transformation – it is why they are 
such important institutions in our commu-
nities because they enable us to imagine a 
different future. I think BAC has always been 
one of the very best. It has been a massive 
privilege.”

Michael Day, chair of the BAC board, said 
Jubb had “moved minds and hearts, always 
collaboratively and with humility and grace. 
In the aftermath of the fire, he showed us a 
future to believe in and worked tirelessly to 
bring everyone’s efforts together.”

Babak Behshad (L) and Nader Fallah act in a scene from “Birthday Night” by Omid 
Shams.

National library honors four 
Iranian cultural luminaries 

Cast member Tom Hardy attends the 
premiere for the movie “Venom” in Los 
Angeles, California, U.S., October 1, 2018. 
(Reuters/Mario Anzuoni)

Battersea Arts Centre. (Photograph: 
Morley von Sternberg)

National Orchestra performs in 
honor of Imam Hussein (AS)

TEHRAN – Iran’s National Orchestra per-
formed a repertoire of popular religious pieces 

in honor of Imam Hussein (AS), the third Imam of the Shia, at 
Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on Saturday evening.

Vocalist Mohammad Esfahani accompanied the orchestra 
during the concert conducted by Fereidun Shahbazian.

The concert named “Hadith of Greatness” was organized in 
memory of Imam Hussein (AS) and his companions who were 
martyred in Karbala in 680 CE.

Deputy Culture Minister for Artistic Affairs Seyyed Mojtaba 
Hosseini, Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qasemi and di-
rector of Iran’s Institute for Development of Contemporary Art, 
Mehdi Afzali, were also among the concertgoers.

The repertoire featured pieces by Shahbazian, including 
“Mourning”, “Hadith of Greatness” and “Depressed Buds” with 
lyrics by Soheil Mahmudi, Hessan Chaichian and several other 
songwriters. 

Royal Cornwall Polytechnic 
Society to screen “Lotus”

TEHRAN – “Lotus”, a documentary by Ira-
nian filmmaker Mohammadreza Vatandoost, 

will go on screen at the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society in 
England, the society has announced.

The doc tells the story of an old woman who is waiting for a 
permit to enter an island to visit her son’s grave.

The documentary is scheduled to go on screen on October 20.
Other documentaries coming from the USA, Germany, Bra-

zil, India and Norway will also be screened during the society’s 
screening program, which started on Monday and will run until 
October 22.

The Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society located in Cornwall 
County in southwestern England promotes innovation in the 
arts and sciences through film screening sessions, exhibitions, 
talks, music, plays and workshops.

Vocalist Mohamad Esfahani (L) and conductor Fereidun Shah-
bazian acknowledge the audience after a performance by the 
National Orchestra at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on October 13, 
2018. (Mehr/Majid Haqdoost)

After “Night Manager” 
hit, Le Carre’s “Little 
Drummer Girl” heads to TV
LONDON (Reuters) — John le Carre fans will see a new adap-
tation of one of his spy novels when “The Little Drummer Girl” 
hits TV screens this month but the British author said there was 
huge pressure in making the series after the success of hit show 
“The Night Manager”.

Le Carre’s 1983 book, previously made into a film starring 
Diane Keaton, is set in the 1970s and follows British actress 
Charlie as she is recruited by a spy master to track down a Pal-
estinian militant.

The mini-series was made by the makers of Golden Globe-win-
ning “The Night Manager”, with le Carre’s sons once again executive 
producers. The author described the story as “quite different”.

Actors Michael Shannon, Florence Pugh and Alexander Skars-
gard, together with director Park Chan-wook and author John le 
Carre, arrive at the world premiere of “The Little Drummer Girl” 
during the London Film Festival, in London, Britain, October 
14, 2018. REUTERS/Simon Dawson

“The one thing you can’t do, you can’t be a one-trick pony, 
you can’t repeat it. We had a massive audience (for “The Night 
Manager”),” le Carre said at “The Little Drummer Girl” premiere 
at the BFI London Film Festival on Sunday.

“Lotus” by Mohammadreza Vatandoost.

Left to right, scholars Majid Amiq, Mohammad-Mehdi Jafari, Mohammad-Hassan Semsar and Ali Bahramian pose after being 
honored at the National Library and Archives of Iran on October 14, 2018. (NLAI)

Actor Borzu Arjmand speaks during a ceremony held by the crew of the play “Khatun” 
at Tehran’s City Theater Complex on October 14, 2018 to commemorate his father, 
Anushirvan. “Khatun” director Hossein Aalambakhsh is also seen in the photo. 
(Honaronline/Ahmad Aqasiani)
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