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Arab NATO against 
Iran, an unfulfilled 
dream

The largest military drill- land, naval, 
air and special forces kicked off in 
Egypt on Sunday with participation 

of the U.S., Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, and Jordan, 
and the observers Morocco and Lebanon.

The drill is held at the Mohamed Naguib 
Military Base in Egypt’s north-western 
governorate of Marsa Matrouh until 
November 16. 

The exercise, dubbed Arab Shield 
1, claims to come in the framework of 
strengthening joint military cooperation 
between Egypt and Arab countries, to build 
the combat capabilities of the armed forces, 
and achieve common objectives.

This is a military campaign that 
has long been the subject of talks and 
statements from the rise of the Arab 
NATO. Interestingly, Qatar and Oman 
did not participate in this exercise, 
and the location of the drill, shows 
that Egypt, with the largest Arab army 
is likely to be the headquarters of the 
Arab NATO.

The objective of this NATO surely is 
not to confront the Zionist regime, since 
the Arab states are moving towards nor-
malization of their relations with Tel Aviv, 
which has intensified recently. In fact, the 
U.S. government seeks to end the step-by-
step implementation of the century deal 
and unveil it in the latest plan to form a 
new security and military order in the 
region. Hence, the ultimate goal of this 
military-security organization is to confront 
opposition of the new order, and at the 
head of them lay Iran, and the Palestinian 
and Lebanese resistance forces.

The military exercise comes only a 
month after the meeting of U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo with the foreign min-
isters of Arab states in New York. Earlier, 
Persian Gulf military commanders held 
a meeting in Kuwait at the invitation of 
U.S. military commanders in the region.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s gov-
ernment is pursuing to launch a so-called 
Arabic version of the NATO coalition to 
confront Iran by putting subtle pressure 
on the Persian Gulf Arab States along with 
Egypt and Jordan. Of course, this coalition 
will be formed partly under the name of the 
Middle East Strategic Alliance (MESA), but 
it is also known as the Arab NATO.   7

Trump’s ‘Iran 
sanctions’ bluster 
boomerangs

U.S. President Donald Trump’s lame 
attempts at projecting himself as 
a formidable world leader contin-

ue to boomerang. This week, he released 
a meme on his official Twitter handle, 
intended to replicate the uber-popular 
book series/TV show Games of Thrones 
(GOT) message, warning Iranians that 
the sanctions were coming. 

The image that read ‘Sanctions Are 
Coming’ – a reference to GOT saying ‘Win-
ter Is Coming’ with imagery and typeface 
similar to the popular show was widely 
shared over social media with messages 
mocking the megalomaniac president 
and the wisdom behind posting such a 
ridiculous meme.

After the tweet, HBO issued a statement, 
catching Trump off guard. “We are not 
aware of this messaging and would prefer 
our trademark not be misappropriated for 
political purposes,” the statement read.  
Trump knew he had miscalculated again 
but there was no way for damage control. 
It was followed by heaps of scorn and sar-
casm directed at the U.S. president, who 
seems to have redefined buffoonery and 
foolhardiness. 

Pertinently, the author of Game of 
Thrones series – George R. R. Martin 
– had once used his own creation to 
mock at the U.S. President, comparing 
him with King Joffrey, an iniquitous 
child who killed for fun and adopted 
extremely nasty ways. “I think Joffrey 
is now the king in America,” he said 
in an interview to Esquire last year. 
“And he has grown up just as petulant 
and irrational as he was when he was 
thirteen in the books.”

Interestingly, Martin is not the only one 
to make such a comparison. Days before 
Trump’s inauguration, Jimmy Falon joked 
at the Golden Globes – “What would it be 
like if King Joffrey had lived… Well, in 12 
days we are going to find out,” drawing 
laughter from the packed hall. 

Trump’s facetious meme elicited 
reactions on expected lines. “Not to-
day,” wrote GOT actor Maisie Williams, 
who plays the role of youngest surviv-
ing Stark sibling. In season one, when 
a sword-fighting instructor would ask 
her: “What do we say to death?” she 
would reply, “not today”.   6
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2nd round of oil sales at 
IRNEX on Nov. 11

Pompeo: Sanctions intended to 
change Iran’s behavior 

Russia briefs Iran on 
quadrilateral Syria talks

TEHRAN — Alex-
ander Lavrentiev, the 

Russian president’s special envoy for Syria, 
said on Monday that had come to Iran to 
brief Tehran on the quadrilateral Syria 
talks in Istanbul and also to announce 
support for Iran against the U.S. sanctions.

During a meeting with Ali Shamkhani, 
secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security 
Council, Lavrentiev said that Iran plays a 

“constructive role” in Syria’s peace process.
On October 27, Russian President Vladimir 

Putin, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, French President Emmanuel Macron 
and German Chancellor Angela Merkel held a 
quadrilateral summit on Syria in the Turkish 
city of Istanbul. While Iran was not present 
in the summit, both the Russian and Turkish 
presidents underlined the role of Tehran in 
the Syria peace process.   2

TEHRAN — National 
Iranian Oil Company 

(NIOC) will offer 700,000 barrels of light 
crude oil at Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX) for the second time on November 11, 
IRNA reported on Monday.

The set price for this round of 
oil sale is $76.29 per barrel, the 
report added.

On October 28, just few days before 

new U.S. sanctions on Iran’s petroleum 
sector took effect (November 4), NIOC 
could sell some 280,000 barrels of crude 
oil at $74.85 per barrel on the first day 
of offering crude oil for export at the 
international ring of IRENEX. With the 
daily supply amount of one million bar-
rels per day, the market wrapped up by 
selling eight 35,000-barel-cargos of oil 
on the day.   4

TEHRAN — U.S. 
sanctions on Iran are 

meant to make Tehran “change their 
ways”, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
said on Monday, according to Washington 
Examiner.

The sanctions will mount the highest 
pressure ever on Iran, he said, as Wash-
ington reimposed sanctions on Iran’s 

banking, energy and shipping industries.
Eight countries - China, India, Greece, 

Italy, Taiwan, Japan, Turkey and South 
Korea – get temporary exemption from the 
oil sanctions, he added, Reuters reported.

Pompeo said more than 20 countries 
have already cut their oil imports from 
Iran, reducing purchases by more than 
1 million barrels per day.
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TEHRAN — Last week, on the day of Arbae-
en, thousands of Islamic Movement in Nigeria 
(IMN) supporters took part in a series of peaceful 
protests in the Nigerian capital Abuja to demand 
the release of their incarcerated leader Sheikh 
Ibraheem Zakzaky. Nigerian security forces used 
live ammunition to crush the protest, leading to 
the death of at least 50 people. 

Human rights groups quoting eyewitness tes-
timonies said the Nigerian military dispersed 
peaceful gatherings by firing indiscriminately 
without warning, in blatant violation of inter-
national and Nigerian law. Muhammadu Buhari 
government, despite the global outcry and court 
orders, continues to keep IMN leader Sheikh 
Zakzaky behind bars.

Oluyemi Fasipe is a Nigerian political analyst, 
social activist and communication strategist. In 
an interview with Tehran Times, he talks about 
the latest army crackdown on the supporters of 
IMN and the horrendous atrocities unleashed 
on Nigerian Shias by the Buhari government, 
backed by Western and Arab powers.

Following are the excerpts: 
 Nigerian police at the behest of Buhari 

government carried out another gory massacre 
against Shiites on the day of Arbaeen this year. 
Can you tell us exactly what happened?

A. The army claimed that the Shiites 
attacked their convoy that was escorting 
ammunitions and attempted to overpower 
them, but the video circulated online only 
shows the army shooting at them while they 

run away. The Nigerian Shiites are known 
for peaceful protests.

 Nigerian army cited a video of U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump, in which he said soldiers 
should respond with force to migrants throwing 
stones, to justify opening fire on the supporters 
of the Islamic Movement in Nigeria. How would 
you react to that? 

A. I have never been more embarrassed as a 
Nigerian. In the purported video of Trump, he was 
talking about Mexican immigrants trying to cross 
into the U.S. illegally and he later backtracked 
on it. The Nigerian Army has no justification 
whatsoever to shoot at and kill unarmed pro-
testors simply because they belong to a Muslim 
sect different from that of the President. There 
can be no justification to it whatsoever.   6

TEHRAN — Professor Frank N. von Hippel, 
former assistant director for national security 
in the White House Office of Science and Tech-
nology says that it was a terrible mistake for the 
Trump Administration to take the United States 
out of the JCPOA.

“The U.S. has lost credibility with the oth-
er permanent members of the UN Security 
Council, Germany and the EU,” Frank N. von 
Hippel tells the Tehran Times in an exclusive 
interview.

He adds that I don’t think that the U.S. will 
be able to impose its will 100% on Iran and some 
countries will circumvent the sanctions.  

Following is the full text of the interview:
 As announced before, U.S. returned all 

nuclear sanctions against Iran. Do you think 
that this sanctions is according to U.S. national 
interest in long term?

A: It was a terrible mistake for the Trump 
Administration to take the United States out 
of the JCPOA.  The U.S. has lost credibility 
with the other permanent members of the UN 
Security Council, Germany and the EU and, 
if Iran reacts by ending its own compliance 
with the JCPOA, we might be on a path to 
war.  The United States does not need another 
unnecessary and costly war.

 U.S. exempt 8 countries temporary from 
importing of Iran’s oil. Do you think these coun-
tries can replace another recourses instead of 
oil of Iran?

A: I suppose that these other countries could 
find other sources of oil but it is also possible that 
some of them will circumvent U.S. sanctions and 
continue to buy Iranian oil.   1 3

“There is no justification for Nigerian Army to shoot at and kill unarmed Shiite protestors”

U.S. won’t be able to impose its will 100% on Iran: ex-White House official

Military holds 
air defense drill 

TEHRAN – On 
Monday, Iranian 

armed forces launched an air defense 
war game under the leadership of the 
Khatam ul-Anbia Air Defense Base.

Dubbed “Air Defense of Velayat” 
[guardianship], the two-day war game 
is held in an area of 500,000 square 
kilometers by the Aerospace Force of 
the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps, 
some flying legions of the Army’s Air 
Force, and a reconnaissance and sur-
veillance network.

The drill kicked off under the com-
mand of Rear Admiral Habibollah 
Sayyari, the deputy army chief for co-
ordination affairs.   2
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Condolences on 
demise anniversary of 
Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH) and martyrdom 
anniversaries of Imam 

Hassan and Imam Reza (AS).
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TEHRAN — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Mo-

hammad Javad Zarif said on Monday 
that he had dreams of a better nucle-
ar deal than the current one, officially 
called as the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA).

“Today, Iran’s nuclear program is in 
a situation that if the system decides to 
return, it will be better than the past. 
We have said clearly that the JCPOA 
was what we could get and I still say 
that it was the best possible deal. I had 
better dreams, but the JCPOA was what 
could be reached,” Zarif, a chief nuclear 
negotiator, said in an open session of 
parliament.

He also noted that the U.S. cannot 
weaken the JCPOA.

“They sought to create a consen-
sus against Iran and said lies in line 
with this, but the JCPOA is still strong 
and in its place,” the chief diplomat 
remarked.

Zarif said the assumption that Iran 
has not realized its goals is wrong. 

In May, Trump unilaterally withdrew 
the U.S. from the multilateral nucle-
ar agreement and ordered sanctions 
on Iran. The first round of sanctions 
went into force on August 6 and the 
second round, which targets Iran’s oil 
exports and banks, were announced 
on November 4.

Zarif says ‘JCPOA is still strong’

1      Detection, identification, and 
interception of threats by using advanced 
equipment, including electronic warfare, 
were the key objectives of the drills, 
Sayyari stated.

Manned and unmanned air-based de-
fense systems as well as anti-radar and 
cruise missiles were also used.

Sayyari said all the air defense systems 
and equipment used in the exercises were 
designed and built by Iranian experts.

Commenting on the drill’s coincidence 
with the U.S. reimposition of sanctions 
against the Islamic Republic, the rear ad-
miral said the economic pressure is never 
going to affect Iran’s ability to defend itself.

One of the new air defense systems 

successfully tested on the first day of 
the Velayat exercises was the Third of 
Khordad missile system, developed by 
the IRGC Aerospace Force.

The Third of Khordad is a date in the 
Iranian calendar marking the liberation 
of the port city of Khoramshahr from 
the occupation of the Saddam Army on 
May 27, 1982.

  Seraj anti-aircraft gun system
Another air defense weapon unveiled on 

Monday was the 35mm Seraj anti-aircraft 
gun system, which, armed with radar and 
a new optical target acquirement system, 
is intended to act as an effective weapon 
against a wide range of targets particularly 
drones and other small flying objects.

Military holds air defense drill 
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 MEDIA  HIGHLIGHTS Iran: Sanctions will fail 
to bear fruit

TEHRAN — MP Hosseinali Haji-Deli-
gani on Monday accused the government 

of having gone beyond the 2015 deal - aka Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) – by giving samples 
of nuclear rotor sediments to Americans.

Haji-Deligani, a conservative MP representing Shahin 
Shar, claimed this happened after the implementation 
of the deal in January 2016.

Addressing Foreign Minister Mohammad Zavad Zarif 
who was attending the parliamentary session, the MP 
said following talks with U.S. negotiators in Frankfurt in 
2016, the Iranian side had given the U.S. samples from 
sediments in rotors used in Iran’s nuclear centrifuges, 
an act beyond Iran’s commitments under the JCPOA.

“In the Frankfurt agreement you allowed the Amer-
icans to take samples from the carbon fibers used in 
the rotors. There was no such thing in the text of the 
JCPOA and thereby new information was given to the 

Americans,” Haji-Deligani said.
On the Frankfurt talks, he said, “In the Azar of 95 

(November 2016), Mr. Zarif, exactly one year after the 

implementation of the JCPOA and one day ahead of the 
American presidential election, held talks in Frankfurt 
and signed three new agreements against the unambig-
uous text of the JCPOA.”

He added, “According to Article 7 of the JCPOA, Iran 
has explicitly accepted that there be 300 kilograms of 
enriched uranium in the country, and that it can use this 
uranium as ultimate manufactured product.”

“But in the Frankfurt talks, you accepted and pledged 
to the Americans to count the sediments of these enriched 
materials [that are left] inside tubes and equipment as 
part of that 300 kilogram.”

“This new agreement was a violation of the nation’s 
right and a violation of the JCPOA,” Haji-Deligani stressed.

Zarif spoke after Haji-Deligani and some other MPs 
who had posed their questions to him. But in his response, 
there was no direct reference to Haji-Deligani’s claims 
about the Frankfurt agreements.

1     Shamkhani said that Iran and Russia will continue 
to support the Syrian armed forces against militants.

Elsewhere, he called for actions by countries, which 
have been victims of the U.S. “cruel sanctions”, to stop 
Washington from using “destructive weapon of dollar 
against the independent countries”.

U.S. President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew 
Washington from the 2015 nuclear deal in May and 
ordered sanctions on Iran. The first round of sanctions 
went into force on August 6 and the second round, which 
targets Iran’s oil exports and banks, were announced 
on November 4.

Russia briefs Iran on quadrilateral Syria talks
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Passing CFT 
necessary to 
go forward: ex-
lawmaker

TEHRAN — Former senior lawmaker 
Mohammad Reza Bahonar who is aligned 

with the conservatives on Monday emphasized the necessity 
of endorsing the bill for countering financing of terrorism 
(CFT), ISNA reported.

“The Guardian Council has found faults with the CFT, but 
this doesn’t mean that Iran will not join the CFT, because 
if this does not happen, we will face sanctions beyond the 
nuclear ones,” Bahonar told reporters.

The Iranian parliament voted in favor of the CFT on Oc-
tober 7 but the oversight Guardian Council later said it had 
found 20 faults with the CFT, citing contradictions with the 
constitution and ambiguities in the bill.

TEHRAN — U.S. sanc-
tions against Iran are fac-

ing with global defiance and Washington will 
fail to achieve its desired plans by returning 
sanctions, Foreign Ministry spokesman Bah-
ram Qassemi said on Monday.

Speaking at a press conference, Qas-
semi said Iran is no stranger to sanctions 
as it has gone through a wide range of 
sanctions since the victory of the Islamic 
Revolution 40 years ago.

“Experience has taught us that these 
sanctions are merely a psychological war-
fare, and Iran, despite all the pressures 
and threats, can continue to cooperate 
with the world,” he remarked.

“These sanctions, too, will soon be-
come history and we will pass this stage 
as well,” he added.

The spokesman said such measures are 
the epitome of different U.S. administra-
tions’ addiction to sanctions, especially 
the current one. 

It is very difficult for them to overcome 
this addiction, he added.

Qassemi went on to say that the sanc-
tions will backfire on the United States 
and will be “a starting point for their in-

ternational isolation.”
  EU mechanism for trade with 

Iran progressing well 
On the Special Purpose Vehicle, the Euro-

pean Union’s mechanism aimed at facilitating 
trade with Iran after the U.S. sanctions come 
into effect, he said, “We are in touch with 
the European Union and 4+1; the financial 

and monetary mechanisms, as you know, are 
complicated and time-consuming.”

4+1 refers to the remaining parties to the 
nuclear deal which includes four members 
of the UN Security Council (Russia, China, 
France and Britain) plus Germany.

“In this mechanism, the other sides should 
work on some of the conditions that Iran had 
already set up, which I hope will be opera-
tional as soon as possible,” Qassemi stated.

Qassemi said the generalities of the EU 
payment system to allow oil companies and 
businesses to continue trading with Iran during 
the sanctions era will become clear very soon.

The Islamic Republic and the EU are in 
constant talks on the SPV mechanism and 
the issue is progressing well, he stressed.

On May 8, U.S. President Donald Trump 
pulled his country out of the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the official 
name for the 215 nuclear deal, and ordered 
restoration of sanctions against Iran which 
were lifted under the agreement.

Defying the Trump administration’s Iran 
policy, the EU has vowed to counter the sanc-
tions by protecting European companies from 
punitive measures and opening up a new 
payment system to work with Iran.

P O L I T I C S
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Israeli firm 
launches 
cyberattacks 
on Iran

TEHRAN — Telecommunications Min-
ister Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi 

announced on Monday that Internet Gold Golden Lines, an 
Israeli-based company, was involved in a wave of cyberat-
tacks earlier in the day against Iran’s network infrastructure, 
IRNA reported. 

“The [Israeli] regime, with a notorious background in 
using cyber weapons in cases such as Stuxnet, was this time 
attempting to harm Iran’s communications infrastructure,” 
Azari Jahromi said in a tweet.

He added, “But they had to go away empty-handed thanks 
to the vigilance of our technical teams. We will pursue this 
hostile move through international tribunals.”

Israel is widely believed to be behind cyberattacks on 
Iran’s nuclear facilities in 2011.
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Members of 
pyramid network 
arrested 

TEHRAN — The Intelligence Ministry 
announced on Monday that members of a 

pyramid scheme network, called World Wide Energy, have been 
arrested and handed to judicial authorities, Mehr reported.

In order to ensure economic order and security, and 
prevent disruption in the economic system, 10 leaders and 
active members of the pyramid network were arrested and 
handed to the Judiciary to face trial, the ministry said in a 
statement.

It further said the individuals were arrested in Tehran, 
Hamedan and Isfahan provinces, adding that they are charged 
with deceiving people to gain money.

P O L I T I C S
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Turkey says U.S. 
sanctions against 
Iran ‘unfair’

TEHRAN — The U.S. sanctions against 
Iran are unfair, Turkish Vice-President 

Fuat Oktay said, Turkish media reported on Monday.
Oktay said it is not correct to expect that all countries in 

the world to join the decision of one state acting exclusively 
by its own interests.

The sanctions will cover the sphere of oil exports. Washing-
ton has voiced determination to bring the Iranian oil exports 
to zero, calling on all its buyers to abandon such purchases.

U.S. President Donald Trump announced in May his 
country’s withdrawal from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, and 
ordered reimposition of sanctions.

P O L I T I C S
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U.S. bullying 
backfiring, 
FM says

TEHRAN — In response to the restora-
tion of a new round of sanction against 

Iran by the U.S., Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
has said the U.S. bullying is backfiring and the world can’t 
allow U.S. President Donald Trump and his partners to 
destroy global order.

“Today, U.S. defied UN top court & Security Council by 
reimposing sanctions on Iran that target ordinary people. 
But U.S. bullying is backfiring, not just because JCPOA is 
important, but because the world can’t allow Trump & Co. 
to destroy global order,” Zarif tweeted on Monday.

“The U.S.—& not Iran—is isolated,” he added.

P O L I T I C S
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Alavi: 11 
terror groups 
disbanded 
during Arbaeen

TEHRAN — Iranian Intelligence Minis-
ter Mahmoud Alavi announced on Mon-

day that more than 300 terrorist acts were foiled and 
11 terrorist groups were disbanded during the Arbaeen 
march, Mehr reported.

Alavi also pointed to the hegemonic powers’ animosity 
toward the Islamic Republic, saying such enmity is not be-
cause of human rights, women’s rights and the like, but due 
to Iran’s “political independence” and “regional influence”.

The enemies have failed to reach their goals, he said, 
adding, “Today, the Islamic Republic of Iran, with the guid-
ance of the Leader of the Revolution, is more powerful and 
thriving than ever.”

P O L I T I C S
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TEHRAN — President Hassan Rouhani 
announced on Monday that leaders of 

four major countries sought to broker talks between him 
and U.S. President Donald Trump during the UN General 
Assembly session in New York in September.

Rouhani did not mention the name of the leaders of 
the four countries.

“There is no need for a broker. We have no problem 
to talk on the condition that the other side attaches value 
to its obligation,” Rouhani said during a meeting at the 
headquarters of the Ministry of Economy and Finance.

He said Washington’s violation of international law 
has made the U.S. more isolated than ever.

In May, Trump officially withdrew the U.S. from the 
2015 nuclear deal, officially called the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), and ordered the new round of 

sanctions on Iran. The first round of sanctions went into 
force on August 6 and the second round, which targets Iran’s 
oil exports and banks, were announced on November 4.

  ‘Success of diplomacy’
Rouhani said the European Union has stood against 

the U.S. violation of the nuclear agreement which is a 
“success of diplomacy” for Iran.

The president added, “Some think that we negotiated 
and came to conclusion in nuclear talks which was as a 
great success, but the U.S. ruined this success. 

“No, it is not like that. This interpretation is wrong. We have 
this success from political view… today all countries in the 
world, except a few number of countries, are against the U.S. 
and stand beside Iran. This is a success for our diplomacy.” 

European Economic Affairs Commissioner Pierre 
Moscovici said on Monday that the European Union is 

opposed to the U.S. decision to reimpose oil and financial 
sanctions against Iran.

“The European Union does not approve of it,” Reuters 
quoted Moscovici as saying.

 ‘We will break sanctions proudly’
Rouhani also said that Iran will “break sanctions proud-

ly”, because they are “cruel” and against law.
“I told all the leaders of the countries with whom I held 

meetings on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly 
that this time we will break sanctions proudly, because 
they are cruel and against law and the United Nations’ 
resolution,” he stated.

 ‘Iron will to fight sanctions’
Talking at the meeting, the new Economy Minister Farhad 

Dejpasand said Iran has “plans” to overcome sanctions.
He added, “We have iron will to counter sanctions.” 

We will ‘break sanctions proudly’: Rouhani
 Rouhani says leaders of 4 major countries sought to broker talks between him and Trump at UN summit

Lavrentiev (L) meets Shamkhani in Tehran
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More than 80 people, mostly children, were kidnapped from a 
school in the city of Bamenda in western Cameroon early Monday, 
government and military sources said.

No one immediately claimed responsibility for the abduction 
in the English-speaking region where separatists are fighting to 
form a breakaway state.

The separatists have imposed curfews and closed down 
schools as part of their protest against President Paul Biya’s 
French-speaking government.

“In total 81 people were kidnapped including the principal. 
They were taken to the bush,” a military source told Reuters.

A government spokesman said it was keeping track of an 
event but that it could not comment further.

The separatist movement gathered pace in 2017 after a gov-
ernment crackdown on peaceful demonstrations. Many people 
have fled Bamenda and other centers to seek refuge in more 
peaceful Francophone regions.

(Source: Reuters)

Some 80 people, mostly 
school children, kidnapped 
in Cameroon

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has dis-
cussed a yet-to-be-formed constitutional 
committee with a delegation of high-ranking 
Russian officials in the capital Damascus.

According to a statement released by the 
Syrian Presidency Office on Sunday, the Syr-
ian leader met with Russian special envoy 
to Syria Alexander Lavrentiev and Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Verchinen 
at the Presidential Palace in Damascus ear-
lier in the day.

President Assad held talks with Lavrentiev 
on “forming the committee to discuss the 
current constitution”, the statement said, 
adding that they agreed “to continue joint 
Syrian-Russian work towards removing 
the obstacles still in the way of forming this 
committee.”

Last week, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, French President Emmanuel Macron 
and German Chancellor Angela Merkel held a 
quadrilateral summit on Syria in the Turkish 
city of Istanbul and called for the committee 
to be formed by the end of the year to discuss 
a post-war constitution, “paving the way for 
free and fair elections” in the war-torn country.

The committee is expected to include 150 
members: 50 chosen by Damascus, 50 by the 
opposition and the final 50 by the United 
Nations’ outgoing envoy to Syria Staffan 

de Mistura. It will also include civil society 
representatives, religious and tribal leaders, 
experts and women.

The UN-prepared list has already been 
rejected by Damascus, which is to draw up its 
own list, along with Russia, Iran and Turkey, 
according to the envoy.

Even if the committee is finally established, 
analysts say the task of discussing a post-war 
constitution will be difficult.

The Syrian government has repeatedly 
said that it would only agree with some al-
teration to the current constitution, whereas 
the opposition is pushing for an entirely new 

constitution. Syria has been gripped by for-
eign-backed militancy since March 2011. The 
Syrian government says the Israeli regime and 
its Western and regional allies are aiding 
Takfiri terrorist groups wreaking havoc in 
the country.

(Source: Press TV)

Syria, Russia discuss 
constitutional committee

The outgoing commander of American troops in South Korea voiced 
support on Monday for controversial measures to reduce military 
activity along the border with North Korea, as U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo prepared for talks with North Korean officials 
on denuclearization and plans for a second leaders’ summit.

Writing in a South Korean military publication, U.S. General 
Vincent Brooks said recent steps by South and North Korea to 
disarm areas along the so-called demilitarized zone between the 
two nations have “the support and agreement of the United States.”

Last week a no-fly zone went into effect along the border, 
despite private concerns by U.S. officials that the move could 
restrict training and the ability to monitor the border. Other 
steps included disarming some areas of the border and removing 
some landmines and guard posts.

“Together, these activities demonstrate a shared commitment 
to positive action and work to develop the trust essential to the next 
steps along the road to a lasting and stable peace,” Brooks wrote.

Pompeo previously expressed “discontent” with the deal that 
created the no-fly zone, which South Korean sources said became 
a key sticking point for the United States because it would effec-
tively prevent close air support drills.

Brooks’ comments came as U.S. and South Korean marines 
conducted military drills under the Korean Marine Exchange 
Program for the first time in months, according to the South 
Korean ministry of defense.

The exercises were among the training drills indefinitely sus-
pended in June after U.S. President Donald Trump met North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Singapore and promised to end 
U.S.-South Korea military exercises.

Although larger exercises were suspended, the two countries 
have continued small-scale drills, the South’s Ministry of National 
Defence said on Monday, adding that the marines were holding 
a training round near the southern city of Pohang.

Pompeo, interviewed on broadcaster CBS’s “Face the Nation” 
program said on Sunday he would be in New York at the end of 
this week to meet his North Korean counterpart, Kim Yong Chol.

“I expect we’ll make some real progress, including an effort to 
make sure that the summit between our two leaders can take place, 
where we can make substantial steps towards denuclearization,” 
he added. North Korea has not tested a ballistic missile or nuclear 
weapon for nearly a year, and has said it has shuttered its main 
nuclear test site and plans to dismantle several more facilities.

In recent weeks, North Korea has pressed harder for what 
it sees as reciprocal concessions by the United States and other 
countries. Over the weekend, Kim hosted President Miguel Di-
az-Canel of Cuba - another country under U.S. sanctions - during 
a lavish visit in Pyongyang, where the two leaders vowed to boost 
their cooperation.

During a banquet on Sunday, Kim said the “two countries 
are in the same trench in the struggle for defending sovereignty 
and dignity of their countries and safeguarding international 
justice,” according to a state media report.

Diaz-Canel, meanwhile, “voiced his will to meet all challenges by 
the hostile forces” alongside North Korea, according to the report.

    ‘No economic relief’
On Friday North Korea warned that it could resume devel-

opment of its nuclear program if the United States did not drop 
its campaign of “maximum pressure” and sanctions.

“The improvement of relations and sanctions are incompatible,” 
a foreign ministry official said in a statement released through 
state-run KCNA news agency.

“The U.S. thinks that its oft-repeated ‘sanctions and pressure’ 
lead to ‘denuclearization.’ We cannot help laughing at such a 
foolish idea.”

South Korea hopes the North and the United States will make 
“big progress” during the talks set for this week, presidential 
spokesman Kim Eui-kyeom said on Monday, but declined to 
comment on the North’s Friday statement.

American officials have remained skeptical of Kim’s commit-
ment to give up his nuclear arsenal, however, and Washington 
says it will not support easing international sanctions until more 
verified progress is made. Pompeo, interviewed on television’s 
“Fox News Sunday,” said the Trump administration wants a full, 
verifiable denuclearization of the Korean peninsula, adding that 
Trump insisted on “no economic relief until we have achieved 
our ultimate objective.” South Korean President Moon Jae-in’s 
continuing efforts to engage with North Korea have fanned U.S. 
concerns that Seoul could weaken pressure on North Korea to 
give up nuclear weapons. In Washington last week, South Ko-
rea’s defense minister said the two countries would decide by 
December on major joint military exercises for 2019. Vigilant Ace, 
suspended this month, is one of several such exercises halted to 
encourage dialogue with Pyongyang, which has criticized joint 
U.S.-South Korea exercises in the past.

The biggest combat-readiness war game ever staged in and 
around Japan has gone ahead, however, with nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan joining Japanese destroyers 
and a Canadian warship in the ocean off Japan, another key 
player in the effort to pressure North Korea.

(Source: Daily Star)

U.S. backs disarmament 
steps along Korean 
demilitarized zone

Delegations have been grilling Saudi Ara-
bia on its human rights record at the UN in 
Geneva as it faces a torrent of international 
condemnation over the killing of journal-
ist Jamal Khashoggi.

Member states have also been criticizing 
abuses of the Saudi-Emirati coalition’s role 
in the war in Yemen in Monday’s so-called 
“Universal Periodic Review” - which all 193 
UN countries must undergo every four years.

The U.S. delegation told the UN human 
rights council that it condemns the “premed-
itated killing” of Khashoggi.

“A thorough, conclusive and transpar-
ent investigation carried out in accordance 
with due process with results made public 
is essential,” the delegation said.

Washington, which has long backed the 
Saudi-led coalition, called last week for an 
end to air raids in the country.

The Saudi delegation in Geneva is headed 
by Bandar al-Aiban, who serves as the head 
of the country’s Human Rights Commission.

The delegation is presenting a report over 
the country’s efforts to live up to its inter-
national human rights obligations, and will 
respond to questions and comments from 
countries around the world on its record.

Activists are urging countries not to hold 
back.

“UN member states must end their deafen-
ing silence on Saudi Arabia and do their duty 
of scrutinizing the cruelty in the kingdom in 
order to prevent further outrageous human 
rights violations in the country and in Yem-
en,” Samah Hadid, Amnesty International’s 
Middle East director of campaigns, said in 
a statement.

“The Saudi government’s long-stand-
ing repression of critics, exemplified by the 

extrajudicial execution of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi last month, has until recently 
been willfully ignored by UN member states.”

    ’Regret and pain’
Addressing the council, the Saudi dele-

gation restated the kingdom’s position that 
it is investigating Khashoggi’s case and will 
prosecute those responsible for the killing.

“The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has already 
expressed its regret and pain for the death of 
Jamal Khashoggi,” Bandar Bin Mohammed 
al-Aiban, president of Saudi Arabia’s human 
rights commission said at the meeting.

“King [Salman bin] Abdulaziz has already 
instructed the prosecution to proceed with the 
investigation into this case according to the 
applicable laws and preparation to reaching 
all facts and bringing all the perpetrators to 
justice in order to bare the facts to the public.”

A number of countries have already submit-
ted lists of detailed questions for the review, 
including questions from the UK, Austria and 
Switzerland on the Khashoggi case.

“Given the recent violent death of jour-
nalist Jamal Khashoggi, can Saudi Arabia 
elaborate on their claim that the laws of Saudi 
Arabia guarantee freedom of opinion and 
expression?” the UK asked.

Al Jazeera’s Paul Brennan reporting from 
Geneva said that the questioning that Saudi 
Arabia faces is stern, particularly because of 
the context of the recent murder Khashoggi.

“You can see that [the UK’s question] very 
elegantly phrased, but there’s no mistaking 
the bite behind it,” Brennan said.

“In some ways, it’s been predictably par-
tisan of the tone of some of the questions. 
Uzbekistan and Algeria, for example, patted 
Saudi Arabia on the back for the progress 
that they said Saudi Arabia had made, for 
example, under the crown prince’s vision 
2030 which they say upholds human rights,” 
Brennan said.

    A ‘less vicious’ government
Explaining in their national report how the 

country upholds human right, Saudi Arabia 

mentioned its protection against abuse act, 
a child protection act, the ability that women 
now have the right to drive and various royal 
orders such as giving women more involved 
in government.

However, other reports submitted by 
UN committees and various NGOs paint a 
different picture, Brennan said.

Their reports highlight persistent discrim-
inatory laws, a big increase in the number 
of executions between 2013-2015, the fact 
that there is no law that protects the rights 
to free assembly and continuing concerns 
about the lack of female involvement in 
governing process.

The reports point out that minors un-
der the age of 18 who are found guilty 
of crimes could be stoned, or amputat-
ed and are even sentenced to death for 
non-violent crimes.

Abdulaziz Almoayyad, a Saudi human 
rights activist told Al Jazeera from Dublin 
that due to the international outcry over 
Khashoggi’s murder, Saudi Arabia is now 
treading more carefully.

Khashoggi’s murder has saved a lot of lives 
in Saudi Arabia, since just a couple of weeks 
before his death, the Saudi government was 
planning to behead a lot of Saudi activists, 
Almoayyad said.

“The Saudi government doesn’t care about 
the Saudi people but they care about interna-
tional relations; they get their weapons from 
there, they get their support from there,” 
Almoayyad said.

“So what is happening now is affecting 
the scene inside of Saudi Arabia where the 
government is a bit weaker and less vicious 
towards activists inside and outside.”

(Source: al Jazeera)

 Britain announced on Monday it would open a joint military 
training base in Oman in March 2019 as it looks to bolster 
its relationships with allies in the region.

At a time of rising tension in the oil-producing Persian 
Gulf region, Britain is diplomatically entwined in overlap-
ping conflicts and disagreements involving Yemen, Saudi 
Arabia, Iran and others. Defense secretary Gavin Williamson 
announced the British-Omani training base as he visited 

the country to observe the end of a large-scale joint military 
exercise involving thousands of personnel practicing desert 
combat.  “Our relationship with Oman is built on centuries of 
cooperation and we are cementing that long into the future 
with the opening of our new joint base,” Williamson said in 
a statement released by his department.

“This has never been more important as malign activity 
by hostile states and violent extremist organizations seek 

to undermine stability and subvert the rules based order 
on which we all rely.”

Earlier this year, Britain also opened a permanent military 
base in Bahrain. Williamson also signaled in meetings with 
Omani leaders his intent to sign a new bilateral agreement 
early next year which would cover enhanced defense ties and 
broader cooperation, the Ministry of Defense said.

(Source: Reuters)

Taliban militants captured an important se-
curity post outside the central Afghan city 
of Ghazni Monday, killing 13 members of 
government forces and underscoring their 
vulnerability even in areas where defenses 
have been bolstered. The post was part of 
a belt of strongholds built around Ghazni, 
which is on the main road between the capital, 
Kabul, and the Afghan south, after the city 
was briefly overrun by Taliban in August in 
one of their biggest offensives in years.

As well as the 13 killed, 13 members of the 
Western-backed government’s security forces 
were wounded in the attack, said Arif Noori, 
a spokesman for the provincial governor.

He said the Taliban had suffered heavy 
casualties but he had no exact information.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Muja-
hid said in a statement 18 policemen were 

killed and six wounded and large quantities 
of weapons and ammunition were seized.

The attack is only the latest indication 
of the precarious security around Ghazni 

following the big Taliban assault in August, 
which shocked the government and was only 
repelled with the help of U.S. air strikes and 
special force troops.

A U.S. watchdog agency said last week 
the Afghan government was struggling to 
recover control of districts lost to the Taliban 
while casualties among security forces had 
reached record levels.

The government had control or influence 
over 65 percent of the population but only 
55.5 percent of Afghanistan’s 407 districts, 
the agency, the Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction, said in a report.

The latest phase of Afghanistan’s decades of 
war began in late 2001, when U.S.-led troops 
overthrew the Taliban in response to the Sept. 
11 attacks that year on the United States.

(Source: Reuters) 

The head of Germany’s domestic security service has been 
dismissed for a speech in which he criticized government 
parties, Interior Minister Horst Seehofer said on Monday.

Seehofer said the speech made by Hans-Georg Maassen, 
in which he accused the Social Democrats (SPD), junior 
partners in Chancellor Angela Merkel’s coalition, of “naivety” 

and harboring “radical left” elements, was unacceptable.
“I have asked the president to place the head of the do-

mestic security service in early retirement,” Seehofer told a 
news conference. “The speech he gave contained unaccept-
able formulations which have made impossible a trusting 
relationship with me or other people involved.”

Germany’s ruling coalition had agreed in September to 
transfer spy chief Maassen to the Interior Ministry follow-
ing accusations that he harbored far-right views. Maassen 
had questioned the authenticity of video footage showing 
radicals hounding migrants in the eastern city of Chemnitz.

(Source: Reuters)
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China’s Xi promises to raise imports 
amid trade row with U.S.

Europe’s top banks ease past ECB’s 
latest stress tests

TEHRAN – The South 
Korean ambassador to 

Tehran said on Monday that despite the 
U.S. reimposing sanctions on Iran, South 
Korean Companies are willing to stay in Iran 
and continue their activities, Tasnim news 
agency reported.

Speaking at the Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) Conference in Tehran, Yu Chang 

Hwang said, “[South] Korean companies 
are very eager to maintain their presence 
in Iran despite new [U.S.] sanctions, and 
the two countries will continue to pursue 
their cultural and diplomatic relations and 
goals with each other.”

Earlier in September the envoy had said 
that South Korean companies have not 
stopped their trade ties with Iran and are 

willing to work with Iran despite the U.S. 
reimposition of sanctions.

“The fact is that South Korean companies 
are interested in working in Iran and want 
to continue their trade and business coop-
eration with Iran. Of course, the problem of 
unilateral sanctions imposed by the U.S. on 

Iran should be taken into consideration,” 
the ambassador said.

South Korea is among the countries which 
have asked the United States for “maximum 
flexibility” on its request for a waiver to pre-
vent their companies from being affected by 
renewed U.S. sanctions against Iran.

India has not only been engaged in tough negotiations to 
secure a waiver from U.S. sanctions for its oil imports from 
Iran but has also explored mechanisms to secure its interests 
in the strategic Chabahar Port should Washington decide 
not to exempt the project from the curbs.

In the backdrop of Iran’s significance as a key gateway 
to Eurasian region, India will hold a ministerial-level meet-
ing with Tehran and Moscow this month to implement the 
much-delayed International North South Transport Cor-
ridor (INSTC).

ET has learnt that Indian officials held detailed discussions 
with the U.S. on the one hand and with Iran-Afghanistan on the 
other to continue and expand its presence at Chabahar Port.

The U.S. hasn’t committed to granting a waiver for the 
use of Chabahar Port by India and Afghanistan. While the 
port does not yield revenue for Iran from the sale of oil, the 
Indian entities involved in expanding the port complex will 
not find it easy to function if it comes under sanctions. Dur-
ing the past month, India has looked at ways to safeguard 

its interests at Chabahar Port if no waiver is granted for 
the project, which is New Delhi’s key gateway to Afghani-
stan. Kabul is also a party to the project through a trilateral 

mechanism.
Indian Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale, while addressing 

an Indo-Pacific connectivity meet on Thursday, minced no 
words in announcing that India will continue to use Chabahar 
Port as part of its wider Indo-Pacific connectivity project. 
It is understood that hard negotiations by India and its 
refusal to be threatened by sanctions led to the U.S. waiver 
for oil purchased from Iran for the next few months for the 
country and seven other consumers as well.

However, engagement with Iran is significant also in 
pursuance of India’s strategic interest in the wider Eurasian 
region, sources pointed out. A ministerial-level meeting 
for implementation of INSTC, the first of its kind in many 
years, is likely to be held in Russia in the fourth week of 
November, ET has learnt. INSTC is the shortest multi-
modal transportation route linking the Indian Ocean and 
the Persian Gulf via Iran to Russia and Europe, according 
to officials here.

(Source: The Economic Times)

Chinese President Xi Jinping promised on 
Monday to lower tariffs, broaden market 
access and import more from overseas at 
the start of a trade expo designed to dem-
onstrate goodwill amid mounting frictions 
with the United States and others.

The Nov. 5-10 China International Import 
Expo, or CIIE, brings thousands of foreign 
companies together with Chinese buyers in 
a bid to demonstrate the importing potential 
of the world’s second-biggest economy.

In a speech that largely echoed previous 
promises, Xi said China would accelerate 
opening of the education, telecommunica-
tions and cultural sectors, while protecting 
foreign companies’ interests and punishing 
violations of intellectual property rights.

He also said he expects China to import 
$30 trillion worth of goods and $10 tril-
lion worth of services in the next 15 years. 
Last year, Xi estimated that China would 
import $24 trillion worth of goods over the 
coming 15 years.

“CIIE is a major initiative by China 
to pro-actively open up its market to the 
world,” Xi said.

U.S. President Donald Trump has railed 
against China for what he sees as intellectual 
property theft, entry barriers to U.S. busi-
ness and a gaping trade deficit.

Foreign business groups, too, have 
grown weary of Chinese reform promises, 
and while opposing Trump’s tariffs, have 
longed warned that China would invite 
retaliation if it didn’t match the openness 
of its trading partners.

Xi said the expo showed China’s desire to 
support global free trade, adding - without 
mentioning the United States - that countries 
must oppose protectionism.

He said “multilateralism and the free 
trade system is under attack, factors of in-
stability and uncertainty are numerous, 
and risks and obstacles are increasing”.

“With the deepening development today 
of economic globalisation, ‘the weak falling 
prey to the strong’ and ‘winner takes all’ 
are dead-end alleys,” he said.

Louis Kuijs, head of Asia economics at 
Oxford Economics, said the speech was 
meaningful, if short on fresh initiatives.

“I don’t think that there were necessarily 
path-breaking new reforms announced by 
him today, but I guess I would take this as 

a confirmation that China is very keen to 
be seen as continuing to open up further 
and committing to that stance,” he said.

China imported $1.84 trillion of goods 
in 2017, up 16 percent, or $255 billion, from 
a year earlier. Of that total, China imported 
about $130 billion of goods from the United 
States. The Chinese government’s top dip-
lomat, State Councillor Wang Yi, said in 
March that China would import $8 trillion 
of goods in the next five years.

 Focus on G20
Expectations had been low that Xi would 

announce bold new policies of the kind that 
many foreign governments and businesses 
have been seeking.

The European Union, which shares U.S. 
concerns over China’s trade practices if not 
Trump’s tariff strategy to address them, on 
Thursday called on China to take concrete 
steps to further open its market to foreign 
firms and provide a level playing field, add-
ing that it would not sign up to any political 
statement at the forum.

With little in the way of fresh policies 
from Xi on Monday, all eyes now turn to an 
expected meeting between him and Trump 
at the G20 summit in Argentina at the end 
of the month.

“It seems like what (Xi) is actually doing 
is saving up all of his goodies to trade away 
with Trump as opposed to doing anything 
unilateral,” said Scott Kennedy, a Chinese 
economic expert at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies.

“Now everything is focused on the G20.”
Trump has said that if a deal is not made 

with China, he could impose tariffs on an-
other $267 billion of Chinese imports into 
the United States.

In a sign the trade row is starting to 
bite, export orders to the United States re-
corded during China’s biggest trade show, 
the Canton Fair in October, dropped 30.3 
percent from a year earlier by value, the fair’s 
organiser China Foreign Trade Center said.

Presidents or prime ministers from 17 
countries were set to attend the expo, rang-
ing from Russia and Pakistan to the Cook 
Islands, though none from major Western 
nations. Government ministers from sev-
eral other countries were also coming, but 
no senior U.S. officials were set to attend.                            

(Source: Reuters) 

Results of the stress test of Europe’s bigger 
banks released Friday revealed that all 
of the financial institutions in the EU 
wide examination passed the European 
Central Bank’s “adverse scenario”.

The stress tests were carried out by 
the European Banking Authority (EBA) 
and the Single Supervisory Mechanism 
(SSM) to gauge the health of the European 
banking system. The EBA said in findings 
published on their website that all 48 
banks beat the common tier ratio of 5.5 
percent under adverse stress.

British bank Barclays ranked lowest 
in the test, scoring a common tier ratio 
of just 6.37 percent in the adverse 
scenario. Fellow U.K. bank Lloyds also 
performed poorly with a score of 6.8 
percent. Commenting after the results, 
the Bank Of England said the results 
showed that U.K. banks could absorb 
the effect of the EBA’s worst scenario.

Europe’s biggest bank, Deutsche Bank, 
performed better than some forecasters 
had predicted, registering a core tier of 
8.14 percent, again in an adverse scenario.

EBA said under their adverse scenario, 
the capital depletion across the banks at 
the end of 2020 was 236 billion euros 
($268 billion) and 226 billion euros on 
a “transitional and fully loaded basis 
respectively.”

The European Central Bank (ECB) 
added that the EBA test showed that 
banks in Europe were now “more resilient 
to financial shocks.”

Italian banks were also under scrutiny 
but managed to record satisfactory 
scores according to banking regulators. 
Unicredit, Italy’s largest lender, scored 
a common tier ratio of 9.34 while UBI 
Banca scored 7.42 percent. The lowest 
score among Italian banks was for Banco 
BPM which registered 6.67 percent.

The assessment was carried out by 
placing the bank’s end of 2017 balance 
sheet figures and seeing how they 
would stand up to the strain of what 
the EBA describes as “adverse market 
developments.”

Theoretical markets shocks such 
as a disorderly Brexit or sudden sell-
off in property were used as scenarios 
to examine the bank’s balance sheets. 

Although there was no pass or fail mark 
given, the key metric being used is a banks’ 
core tier ratio.

Tier 1 capital ratio is the ratio of a 
bank’s core equity capital to its total 
risk-weighted assets. More simply, it’s 
the level of reserve funding that a bank 
can call on to mitigate against sudden 
shocks or losses.

In its tests, the banks are benchmarked 
against a core tier ratio — 8% in the 
baseline scenario and 5.5% in the adverse 
scenario. Any figure near to, or below 
5.5% is likely to give investors cause for 
concern.

Leading up to the results, banks in 
Italy were in focus, due to their high level 
of non-performing loans (NPLs). The 
EBA said in an earlier report that the 
ratio of NPLs in Italy was 9.7 percent 
during the second quarter, almost three 
times higher than the European average.

 The process
A total of 130 banks were tested over 

their resilience to market volatility and 
level of credit risk. However, in a shift 
from 2016 - the last time when stress 
tests were conducted, the results released 
on Friday only related to 48 of Europe’s 
bigger banks. This after the European 
Banking Authority made changes to its 
process earlier this year and set a high 
minimum threshold of 30 billion euros 
in order to “reduce heterogeneity within 
the sample.”

The first pan-European stress test of 
banks was in 2014, with a follow up in 
2016. The European Central Bank (ECB) 
has claimed that this year’s round was a 
“significantly more severe” examination.

This year banks submitted their data 
between February and May. Over the 
summer the ECB identified gaps in the 
data and asked banks to either “comply 
or explain”.

The results of the Stress test are now 
to be fed into the Supervisory Review 
and Evaluation Process (SREP) which 
summarizes all the supervisor’s findings 
of a given year and gives the bank 
“homework”.

Banks are to receive that in individual 
reports from the ECB in January 2019.

(Source: Reuters)

COMMODITIES

CURRENCIES

STOCK MARKET 

USD 42,000 rials
EUR 48,494 rials

GBP 55,053 rials

AED 11,430  rials

TEDPIX 184159.8
IFX 2011.08

WTI $63.23/b

Brent $73.19/b

OPEC Basket $72.64/b

Gold $1,228.15/oz

Silver $14.65/oz

Platinium $869.20/oz

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

Source: iribnews.ir

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

TEHRAN— Head of Iran’s National Tax 
Administration (INTA) Seyed Kamel Taqavi-

Nejad announced on Monday that in a bid to protect protection 
sector it is possible to decrease the levied tax on this sector from 
its present 25 percent to 20 percent, IRIB reported.

To protect domestic production sector under the current 
sanctions era, various plans including some tax exemption for 
domestic producers have been implemented by INTA.

TEHRAN — IFX, the main index of Iran’s 
over-the-counter (OTC) market known also 

as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), fell 210.4 points in October, the first 
monthly loss over the past six months.

The index dropped 9.4% to close at 2018.2 on October 31, 
IFB Public Relations Department announced on Monday.

Total IFB capitalization closed up at $56.17 billion, decreased 
by 4.9% as compared to September 2018.

The total number of trading days in October 2018 amounted 
to 22 days.
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Production tax 
possible to be 
decreased to 20%

IFB monthly 
market review 

S. Korean 
companies eager to 
stay in Iran despite 
sanctions: envoy

2nd round of oil sales at 
IRNEX on Nov. 11

1     Establishment of IRENEX, which is considered as a 
turning point in Iran’s strategic oil industry and capital market 
and also a platform for producers and consumers to be in touch 
and pay lower trade costs in a transparent business environment, 
can be translated into creation of a new energy stock market that 
results in economic development.  Absorbing a part of available 
liquidity and injecting it to production sectors and financing 
various industries, especially those active in energy sector, it 
can bring financial discipline and spur domestic production and 
economic growth.

The energy market is basically exports-oriented and has the 
capacity to increase Iranian oil customers both domestically and 
internationally. Price setting relies on the base price determined 
by NIOC according to global prices. Receiving a trading code, 
foreign companies can purchase oil cargos from IRENEX. By 
now, over 100 trading codes have been received by foreign cus-
tomers at IRENEX which could be used to purchase oil cargoes 
and oil products. The Securities and Exchange Organization 
(SEO) preserves the customers’ data from all across the world 
confidential.

TEHRAN —  South Korea has received a 
waiver from the U.S. to continue import-

ing Iranian crude oil, Bloomberg reported quoting a South 
Korean government official as saying on Monday.

As one of the Asia’s biggest buyers of Iranian oil, South 
Korea has been pushing for “maximum flexibility” in trades 
with Iran since Trump started threatening Iranian oil cus-
tomers for cutting ties with the Islamic republic.

“Petrochemicals are key to our economy, and we stressed 
that if we’re hit by the Iran sanctions, it would pose grave 
challenges to our whole economy,” the official said, request-
ing anonymity due to the sensitivity of the issue.

The United States said on Friday it would temporarily 
allow eight importers to keep buying Iranian oil after it re-
imposed sanctions on the country’s crude flows from Monday.

Other Iranian oil customers including Japan, China, India 
and Turkey have also been seeking waivers to sanctions to 
allow them to continue buying some of the country’s oil.

South Korea, the world’s fifth-biggest crude oil buyer, 
mainly purchases an ultra-light form of crude oil from Iran 
known as condensate.

Seoul also won an exemption from the United States to 
continue financial transactions with the sanctioned Iranian 
central bank to facilitate oil imports, the official said.

E N E R G Y
d e s k

South Korea receives waiver on Iranian crude oil imports

India to hold meeting with Iran, Russia to implement 
International North South Transport Corridor

Gold holds in tight range as 
markets await U.S. midterms
Gold held in a narrow $5 range on Monday as investors took to 
the sidelines ahead of the U.S. midterm elections, which may 
fuel interest in bullion as a hedge against risk if the result sparks 
volatility in the wider financial markets.

Spot gold was little changed at $1,231.93 per ounce by 1145 
GMT, while U.S. gold futures were flat at $1,233.50 per ounce.

“The market is adopting a wait and see approach,” said Saxo 
Bank analyst Ole Hansen.

“We are just a day away from the U.S. midterm election, the 
outcome of which could have an impact both on currencies and 
several asset classes, so we’re holding relatively stable.”

Opinion polls show a strong chance that the Democratic Party 
may win control of the House of Representatives in the elections 
after two years of wielding no practical political power in Wash-
ington, with Republicans likely to keep the Senate.

European shares edged up on Monday and the dollar steadied 
after three straight weeks of gains as investors readied for the elec-
tions, which could trigger a bout of volatility for global markets.

“Midterm elections may stimulate safe-haven buying,” said 
Vandana Bharti, assistant vice president of commodity research 
at SMC Comtrade Ltd.

“If (gold) stays above $1,240, then the next target for the 
upside should be $1,250- $1,260.”

(Source: Reuters) 
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Official: U.S. actions may render null 
OPEC efforts to prevent oil price rise

Iraq’s Kurds add capacity to oil pipeline 
to export Kirkuk crude

US destructive actions on the international 
arena can render null the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and non-OPEC countries’ efforts 
toward oil market stabilization and prices 
increase prevention, First Deputy Chief 
of the Russian Government Staff Sergei 
Prikhodko told reporters on Monday.

“Unfortunately, U.S. destructive actions 
on the international arena can render null 
the efforts that the oil-developing countries, 
signatories of the agreement [OPEC], 
make in order to prevent a new [oil] prices 
upsurge and market destabilization,” 
Prikhodko said at a press briefing held 
ahead of Russian Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev’s visit to China.

Prikhodko emphasized that Russia 
was sticking to the agreements that OPEC 
and a number of non-cartel oil producers 
reached in June in order to stabilize the 
oil market.

In 2016, OPEC and several non-OPEC oil 
producers, including Russia, agreed to cut 
output by a total of 1.8 million barrels per 

day in an effort to stabilize oil prices. The 
agreement, which came into effect in 2017, 
has been extended twice since then and 
will remain in force until the end of 2018.

The U.S. has been reintroducing 
sanctions on Iran after Washington pulled 
out from the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA), commonly known as 
the Iranian nuclear deal, in May.

The OPEC presented in September its 
short- and mid-term forecasts, as well as 
for the period up to 2040, in its report 
World Oil Outlook 2040.

(Source: Sputnik)

Oil prices fell on Monday as U.S. sanctions 
against Iran’s fuel exports were softened by 
waivers allowing major buyers to import 
Iranian crude for a while, while Tehran said it 
would defy Washington and continue to sell.

Brent crude oil was down 15 cents a barrel 
at $72.68 by 1030 GMT. U.S. light crude was 
30 cents lower at $62.84 a barrel.

Both oil price benchmarks have lost 
more than 15 percent since hitting four-
year highs in early October, as hedge funds 
have cut bullish bets on crude to a one-year 
low, data show.

Washington imposed sanctions against 
Iran on Monday, restoring measures lifted 
under a 2015 nuclear deal negotiated by 
the administration of former U.S. president 
Barack Obama, and adding 300 new 
designations including Iran’s oil, shipping, 
insurance and banking sectors.

In response, Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani said in a speech broadcast on state 
TV that Iran would break the sanctions and 
continue to sell oil.

Washington has granted some 
exemptions. The United States said on Friday 
it will temporarily allow eight importers to 

keep buying Iranian oil.
“U.S. sanctions against Iran ... created 

serious concerns with traders earlier in 
September. But they are turning into a 
damp squib,” said Fiona Cincotta, market 

analyst at City Index.
Washington has so far not identified the 

eight. China, India, South Korea, Turkey, 
Italy, the United Arab Emirates and Japan 
have been the top importers of Iran’s oil, 

while Taiwan also occasionally buys Iranian 
crude.

South Korea said on Monday it had been 
granted a waiver, at least temporarily, to 
import condensate, a super-light form of 
crude oil, from Iran. It was also allowed 
to continue financial transactions with the 
Middle East country, it said.

Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman 
Hula Chunking expressed regret at the U.S. 
decision, but would not directly say if China 
had or had not been granted an exemption.

Oil markets have been anticipating the 
sanctions for months and the world’s biggest 
producers have been increasing output.

Joint output from the world’s top 
producers - Russia, the United States and 
Saudi Arabia - in October rose above 33 
million barrels per day (bpd) for the first 
time, up 10 million bpd since 2010.

In the Middle East, the Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Co plans to increase its oil 
production capacity to 4 million bpd by 
the end of 2020 and to 5 million bpd by 
2030, it said on Sunday, from output of 
just over 3 million bpd.

(Source: Reuters)

WTI has recently experienced one of its 
biggest one-month declines in several years, 
having lost around eighteen percent since 
hitting a multi-year high of $76.90 last 
month. There has been a perfect storm for 
sellers, with factors on both the supply and 
demand side of the pricing equation putting 
downward pressure on crude. However, 
there are indications that things are about 
to turn and while that high is probably out 
of reach for now, the bounce back should 
be sharp and could be very profitable.

The supply side drivers of the drop have 
been twofold. First, U.S. shale production 
has been booming again as prices have 
climbed. As we found out all too well dur-
ing the last bust, shale production is very 
price sensitive, and as WTI climbed into 
the $70s output also jumped rapidly. Now, 
though, with prices in the low $60s, it is 
only logical that that growth will at the 
very least slow significantly before long.

The other supply side issue has been 
more international. Part of the reason for 
the run up was the expectation that the U.S. 
sanctions on Iran would hit supply, but 
that worry has faded over the last month 
or so. That is largely because Saudi Ara-
bia, under pressure from President Trump 
among others, have stepped up production 
to offset that. Right now, that is in their 
interest politically given the fallout from 

the Kashoggi affair, but they pushed for 
a production cut agreement last year for 
a reason and cannot afford to see prices 
much lower.

The worries on the demand side of the 
equation are the same as those that have 
caused the selloff in stocks over the last 
month. Ongoing trade disputes and tighter 
monetary policies have resulted in fears 
that there will be a significant slowdown in 

growth, both here in the U.S. and around the 
globe. Over the last couple of days though, 
the White House has given indications that a 
deal with China on trade is at least possible, 
so one of those worries should be fading. 
That still leaves interest rate hikes as a con-
cern, but the Fed and other Central Banks 
are gradually raising rates in anticipation 
of an inflationary environment that would 
put upward pressure on oil.

An end is in sight for all these things, 
but they have produced an understandable 
short-term drop in crude. However, as the 
latest IEA Oil Market Report points out, both 
supply of and demand for oil are at histor-
ically significant peaks around 100 mb/d. 
That, however, is stretching the system, 
and spare capacity is down to 2% of global 
demand, which leads them to conclude that 
prices will be forced upwards again soon. 
Market dynamics indicate that when that 
bounce starts, it will accelerate rapidly.

As you can see from the chart above, 
open interest and more importantly net 
positions in crude futures are at 52-week 
lows. The last time we were down here 
was in November of 2017, just before WTI 
began its climb from the low $50s to the 
high above $75.

So, we have a situation where all the 
things that have been putting downward 
pressure on crude could logically be ex-
pected to diminish, or even reverse in the 
near future, and market conditions that 
dictate that when they do the bounce will 
be quite sharp. That bounce may not come 
immediately as momentum is still strong, 
but traders should be looking out for any 
sign of a bottom forming around these 
levels and then use that as a basis for a 
risk-controlled, long-term long position.

(Source: oilprice.com)

China is starting to build its largest offshore wind-power 
facility in the latest move in an accelerating shift in Asia 
away from solar to wind and other renewable energy sources.

Work began in late October on the facility off Nanpeng 
Isle in China’s southern Guangdong Province. The project 
has a planned capacity of 400,000 kilowatts, and its 
developer, China General Nuclear Power Corporation, 
expects it to generate about 1.46 billion kilowatt hours 
of power annually when it goes on stream in 2020.

Wood Mackenzie, an energy consultancy, sees wind-
generated capacity in the region growing by a factor of 
20 over the next decade, powered by Beijing’s plans 
for a 15-fold expansion. Guangdong plans to build 23 
offshore wind farms by 2030, according to China’s official 
Xinhua News Agency.

Meanwhile, Asia’s solar-powered electricity capacity 
is set to fall this year for the first time since 2001, as 
countries such as China cut subsidies.

Solar demand will drop 18% in 2018 due to reduced 
installations in China, India and Japan, according to a 

Wood Mackenzie estimate. Beijing has already hit its 2020 
target for photovoltaic, or PV, installations, prompting 
a reduction in subsidies for solar power.

Reduced demand in Japan will also undermine the 
regional solar outlook, according to Masaru Yarime, 
associate professor at the School of Energy and 
Environment, City University of Hong Kong. 

Asia accounted for nearly two-thirds of the worldwide 
increase in renewable energy generating capacity last 
year, and around 18% of total energy supply in the region 
was derived from renewable sources in 2014, according 
to a United Nations report last year. This puts Asia above 
the international average, meaning shifts in big markets 
such as China, India and Japan greatly affect the global 
outlook for clean energy.

India, especially, provides major opportunities for 
clean energy providers. The International Renewable 
Energy Agency estimates that 80 million of the country’s 
250 million households “have limited or no access to 
electricity.”

But more traditional sources, such as coal, remain in 
common use in India and across the region. Inefficient 
and outdated infrastructure also hamper the possible 
growth of solar and wind, meaning dirty fuels are likely 
to remain popular.

Cheap coal and outdated infrastructure will likely 
hinder the growth in clean energy until costs come down 
and technology becomes more widely available.

It’s a similar story across Asia, with a slew of new coal 
plants now operating or under construction. China’s coal 
power generation increased by 4 percent last year due to 
rising electricity demand, according to the International 
Energy Agency. In India, it rose 13 percent.

Yongping Zhai, chief the Asian Development Bank’s 
Energy Sector Group, said that the falling cost of 
photovoltaic panels means “it is likely that grid-parity 
[in costs] will be achieved earlier than expected so that 
solar PV can compete with conventional power without 
subsidies.”

(Source: Nikkei)

Iraq’s semi-autonomous Kurds upgraded 
their oil export pipeline to accommodate 
future production growth from their region 
as well as from the contested Kirkuk area 
controlled by the central government in 
Baghdad.

The Kurdistan Regional Government 
completed improvements to the pipeline 
to the Mediterranean port of Ceyhan, 
Turkey, by installing another pumping 
station in the Shaikhan area, the KRG’s 
Ministry of Natural Resources said on 
its website. The link’s capacity increased 
to 1 million barrels a day from 900,000, 
it said.

The KRG currently exports more than 
400,000 barrels a day of crude, according 
to the statement.

“This extra capacity will accommodate 
future production growth from KRG pro-
ducing fields, and can also be used by the 
federal government to export the currently 
stranded oil in Kirkuk and surrounding ar-
eas,” the KRG said.

On his first day in office last week, Iraqi 

Oil Minister Thamir Ghadhban said Baghdad 
plans to start talks with Kurdish authorities 
to discuss oil exports.

The Kirkuk area in northern Iraq pro-
duces about 230,000 barrels a day for local 
refining and power generation only and 
hasn’t exported crude since Iraqi forces 
retook the area from Kurdish fighters in 
October 2017, following the defeat of ISIS 
militants.

Kirkuk shipments by truck to Iran 
halted three weeks ago in line with U.S. 
sanctions.

(Source: Bloomberg)
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Oil slips as U.S. sanctions on 
Iran begin, Tehran defiant

Analysts see opportunities 
in embattled energy stocks 
Just as energy stocks began to cautiously recover from the 
lows during the worst of the oil price crash in 2015-2016, 
equity markets and oil prices took a hit last month in what 
analysts and financial reporters dubbed the ‘Red October’.

The carnage on the equity markets and the sell-off in oil 
in the latter half of last month, after Brent and WTI prices 
had hit four-year highs on October 3, created a perfect 
storm for energy exchange-traded funds (ETFs), some of 
which booked their worst monthly performance in years.

Analysts, however, see buying opportunities in oil 
stocks—one group of investors sees U.S. majors Exxon 
and Chevron as defensive plays with nice yields that could 
offer protection from volatility going forward.

Others now see the energy sector as a whole as a buy-
ing opportunity, expecting stocks in oil production and 
exploration and oil field services to start rising in a year 
or two, when the underinvestment in the industry starts 
to affect the oil supply and when the current Permian con-
straints are overcome with the new pipelines coming online 
through 2020.

During the ‘Red October’, the two key international oil 
benchmarks sustained their biggest monthly drops since 
July 2016. WTI Crude plunged by 10.8 percent in October, 
according to Dow Jones Market Data, while Brent Crude 
prices fell 8.8 percent.

The month of October began with rallying oil prices that 
surged to their highest in four years as investors and traders 
feared a shortage of supply would follow thanks to the U.S. 
sanctions on Iran. As the month progressed, the mood flipped 
from bullish expectations of ‘not enough oil’ to bearish sen-
timent of a possible glut next year and demand destruction 
in emerging markets due to the higher oil prices.

The first day of November didn’t offer any relief for oil 
prices and oil stocks either, as WTI settled at its lowest lev-
el since April 9, dropping for the first time in more than a 
year below its 200-day moving average. Brent settled at its 
lowest since August 21, falling below the 200-day moving 
average for the first time since September 2017, according 
to FactSet data, as carried by MarketWatch.

The XLE energy ETF lost 11 percent in October—its worst 
monthly performance since September 2011.

Amid this volatile market, shares in Exxon and Chev-
ron are attractive because of their defensiveness, Boris 
Schlossberg, managing director of FX strategy at BK Asset 
Management, told CNBC on October 31.

The higher dividend yields of both companies—Exx-
on’s 4.1 percent and Chevron’s 4 percent—compared to the 
2.65-percent yield of ETFs XLE and 1.85 percent for SPDR 
S&P 500 ETF Trust, makes them attractive, according to 
Schlossberg.

Craig Johnson, chief market technician at Piper Jaffray, 
also believes that the energy stocks could start to pick up, with 
emphasis on Exxon, which could break out from the range of 
its 40-week moving average.

“Exxon Mobil looks like a name that’s been consolidating 
when you look at that chart over the past couple of years,” John-
son told CNBC. “From our perspective, those kinds of charts 
usually resolve themselves to the upside, not the downside.”

The backdrop in energy has never been better with the 
underinvestment in the industry over the last three-four 
years, Edward Muztafago of Societe Generale told CNBC 
on October 24. James Wicklund of Credit Suisse concurred 
that energy could be a great buying opportunity, noting that 
when the Permian constraints are resolved, there would 
be recovery in onshore U.S. services sector stocks. Longer 
term, Societe Generale sees stocks exposed to the offshore 
business having better long-term potential, Muztafago said.

Yet, amid the peak oil demand narrative, investors have 
been cautious about betting too much on oil stocks for the 
long term. Energy stocks have been underperforming the 
rising prices of the underlying commodity over the past 
year, despite the fact that the oil supermajors called the 
end of the downturn a few quarters ago and have been 
raking in more cash and profits thanks to higher oil prices.                                                       

 (Source: oilprice.com)

Oil looks set for a rapid bounce

Abu Dhabi to boost oil 
output capacity to 4m bpd 
by end-2020 
Abu Dhabi intends to boost its oil production capacity to 4 
million barrels per day (b/d) by the end of 2020 and to 5 
million b/d by 2030 under plans approved Sunday by the 
Supreme Petroleum Council, which also announced new dis-
coveries totaling 1 billion barrels of oil, Abu Dhabi National 
Oil Company said.

The SPC, Abu Dhabi’s highest hydrocarbon policy-making 
body, also approved the emirate’s unprecedented gas strate-
gy, enabling the UAE to achieve gas self-sufficiency, with the 
potential to be a net gas exporter, ADNOC said in a statement 
Sunday. At its meeting, SPC also announced new discoveries 
totaling 15 Tcf of gas.

The announcement of Abu Dhabi’s discovery of significant 
oil reserves follows the emirate’s “historic decision” earlier this 
year to open six geographical oil and gas blocks for competitive 
bidding, ADNOC said.

The first exploration and production licenses are expected to 
be awarded in the first quarter of 2019, ADNOC said. It added 
that existing data from detailed petroleum system studies, 
seismic surveys, log files and core samples from hundreds 
of appraisal well estimates suggest “these new blocks hold 
multiple billion barrels of oil and multiple trillion cubic feet 
of natural gas.”

Abu Dhabi’s gas strategy will sustain LNG production to 2040, 
and allow ADNOC to seize incremental LNG and gas-to-chem-
icals growth opportunities, where they arise, ADNOC said.

“The integrated gas strategy is the first time in ADNOC’s 
history it has been in a position to commercially and holisti-
cally unlock its abundant new gas resources,” ADNOC said.

Under the new gas strategy, ADNOC said it will develop the 
Hail, Ghasha and Dalma project that taps into Abu Dhabi’s 
Arab formation, which is estimated to hold multiple trillions 
of cubic feet of recoverable gas. The project is expected to 
produce more than 1.5 Bcf/day of gas, it said.

ADNOC added it will also unlock other sources of gas, which 
include Abu Dhabi’s gas caps and unconventional gas reserves, 
as well as new natural gas accumulations, which will continue to 
be appraised and developed as it pursues exploration activities.

(Source: Platts)

Offshore wind projects hasten Asia’s renewable shift from solar 



NOVEMBER 6, 20186
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

INTERNATIONAL

ساعت:                      امضاء سردبیر: ساعت:                    امضاء ادیتور: ساعت:               امضاء مسئول صفحه: ساعت: 17:00               امضاء صفحه آرا:

INTERNATIONAL
d e s k

TEHRAN —In a bid to 
broker peace between 

the Afghan government and the Taliban, 
Moscow will be hosting international talks 
on Afghanistan on November 9, which is 
likely to see participation of representatives 
from the Afghan government, the Taliban 
and regional countries. 

The announcement was made by the 
Russian foreign ministry on Saturday. The 
conference, which was scheduled to be held 
earlier, was postponed by Moscow after the 
Afghan government turned down the invi-
tation arguing that the peace talks must be 
owned and led by Afghanistan. 

“It will be the first time that a delegation of 
the political office of the Taliban movement 
in Doha will take part in international talks 
(at) such a level,” the statement said, adding 
that the Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and 
the Taliban have agreed to send delegations 
to the conference. Afghan foreign ministry, 
however, has not yet confirmed its participa-
tion in the talks. The ministry spokesman 
was quoted by AFP saying that they were in 
talks with Russian officials about the confer-
ence and had not reached an agreement yet.

According to sources, Russia has quietly 
reached out to many influential Afghan po-
litical leaders, inviting them to the confer-
ence, including the likes of former president 
Hamid Karzai and former Balkh governor 
Ata Mohammad Noor. 

Karzai’s spokesman confirmed that the 
former president will be travelling to Moscow 
as “any opportunity for peace talks with the 

Taliban must not be ignored”. Noor, who 
believes that the single fixed formula pre-
scribed by one foreign power (U.S.) will not 
help the peace process, has also agreed to 
participate in the talks. 

The conference will see participation from 
12 countries including India, Iran, China, 
Pakistan and five former Soviet republics in 
Central Asia, according to reports.

“The Russian side reaffirms its position that 
there is no alternative to a political settlement 
in the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,” the 
statement added.

The deteriorating security situation has 

pushed Ashraf Ghani government on the 
back foot, emboldening insurgents to carry 
out attacks across the country. According to 
recent studies, the control of Afghan govern-
ment forces has diminished alarmingly with 
insurgents upping the ante.

Now with general elections approach-
ing, Ghani, who has decided to run for office 
again, has been trying to woo the group to 
join peace talks. The unprecedented three-
day Eid ceasefire had rekindled hopes of a 
breakthrough but it turned out a chimera 

In recent months, the U.S. has also re-
newed efforts to engage the group in peace 

talks, with newly appointed ‘peace envoy’ 
Zalmay Khalilzad leading the efforts. Tali-
ban representatives have met with U.S. 
officials at least twice in recent months, 
most recently on October 12. However, it 
has proved futile.

Russia, which has traditional rivalry with 
the U.S. in Afghanistan, earlier hosted an 
international conference on Afghanistan in 
April 2017. The U.S had rejected the invita-
tion. The upcoming talks are on a bigger scale 
with larger participation, which is likely to 
irk Washington even more, as they will feel 
virtually sidelined in Afghanistan. 

Russia to host international ‘peace 
talks’ on Afghanistan on Nov 9
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India to 
expand 
presence at 
Chabahar

‘CPEC 
vital link for 
China, 
Pakistan’

‘Peaceful 
Afghanistan in 
interest 
of region’

‘Mainstream 
space 
shrinking in 
Kashmir’

TEHRAN — With petroleum related U.S. 
sanctions against Iran coming into force 

from November 5, India is not only looking for waiver from 
the sanctions to continue importing crude oil from Iran but 
it is also exploring mechanisms to secure its interests in the 
strategic Chabahar Port.

India is scheduled to hold a ministerial-level meeting 
with Tehran and Moscow this month to implement the 
much-delayed International North South Transport Cor-
ridor (INSTC), according to a report in Economic Times. 

During the past month, India has looked at ways to safe-
guard its interests at Chabahar Port if no waiver is granted 
for the project, which is New Delhi’s key gateway to Afghani-
stan. Kabul is also a party to the project through a trilateral 
mechanism, the report stated. 

Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale, while addressing an 
Indo-Pacific connectivity meet in New Delhi on Thursday, 
announced that India will continue to use Chabahar Port 
as part of its wider Indo-Pacific connectivity project. It is 
understood that hard negotiations by India and its refusal 
to be threatened by sanctions led to the U.S. waiver for oil 
purchased from Iran for the next few months. 

TEHRAN — The ambitious China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) would 

serve as a vital link for the two countries to the Middle East 
and Central Asian Republics and open fresh investment 
avenues, new markets and vistas, Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said on Monday.

Addressing the opening ceremony of China International 
Import Expo in Shanghai, Prime Minister Khan said as the 
Belt and Road Initiative gives shape to a global community 
of shared interests, this Expo will help spread dividends 
of freer trade, among more closely integrated economies.

Khan, who is on a four-day official visit to China on the 
invitation of President Xi Jinping, is in Shanghai on the 
second leg of his visit, where Pakistan has set up a pavilion 
to showcase its products.

He said the Karakoram Highway in Pakistan merges into 
a network of modern highways that are part of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor and link to the deep sea port 
of Gwadar - where it converges with the Belt and Road.

The prime minister said the CPEC shall cut dis-
tances and costs, bringing much needed resources to 
producers, and new products to consumers. “CPEC is 
a mechanism to forge even closer connectivity between 
the Middle East and China, and between Central and 
South Asia,” he said.

He said Pakistan was blessed with an abundant array 
of resources ranging from mineral riches to fertile lands, 
and New Pakistan will be a more conducive and a more 
competitive place for transacting business.

TEHRAN — Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani has said that a peaceful Afghanistan 

is in the best interest of the region, especially Pakistan so 
all the regional countries should come together to ensure 
peace in Afghanistan.

Addressing media persons in Kabul on Sunday, President 
Ghani said the war-ravaged country wants peace with Paki-
stan and good working relations based on mutual interests.

He said that any third party cannot be given the right to 
play an arbitrary role in peace talks between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. 

It is worth mentioning here that talks between the Afghan 
government and the Taliban’s political office in Doha are 
likely to hold peace talks on November 9 2018, in Moscow.

The security situation has alarmingly deteriorated in 
Afghanistan in recent years with Taliban remodeling their 
offensives and Afghan security forces finding themselves in 
a difficult situation. The fragile political leadership has also 
compounded the problems of security. Afghanistan will go 
to polls early next year and President Ghani has decided to 
run for the highest office again.

TEHRAN — The former Jammu and 
Kashmir chief minister Omar Abdullah 

says people in the trouble-torn valley are losing their appetite 
for the mainstream parties as political space has “shrunk” 
for them due to the worsening security situation. 

Speaking at a book-launch in New Delhi, Omar said Jammu 
and Kashmir needed more than just the words repeated from 
the ramparts of the Red Fort, in an apparent reference to 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Omar said the situation in the valley was becoming 
worse with militancy re-emerging in areas that were earlier 
free from it. “I don’t think in recent years more damage 
has been done to the idea of mainstream polity than when 
former Chief Minister Mufti Sayeed was publically hu-
miliated at a really in Srinagar,” referring to a 2015 rally 
in Srinagar where Modi snubbed Mufti when he offered 
some advice to the Prime Minister on starting a dialogue 
with Pakistan.

He said although Pakistan was a part of the problem, the 
sentiment on the ground cannot be linked to it.
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“There is no justification for Nigerian Army to shoot at 
and kill unarmed Shiite protestors”

Trump’s ‘Iran sanctions’ bluster boomerangs

The U.S. midterms: blue wave wanted 

1           Contrary to the claims of Nigerian authorities, 
Amnesty International said the protestors were unarmed, 
calling on the U.S. and Nigerian governments to abide by 
international human rights law. Do you think the interna-
tional community needs to put more pressure on Buhari 
government?

A. Yes but whether it will yield any results different from 
what we have witnessed in the last three years is another 
thing entirely.

  Sheikh Ibraheem Zakzaky is still in prison despite a 
2016 High Court ruling ordering his unconditional release. 
On what grounds is the Nigerian government justifying his 
continued incarceration? 

A. The three arms of the Nigerian government distrust 
each other, go against each other and have worked over the 
years to sabotage any semblance of synergy between each 
other. The executive government justifies Zakzaky’s con-
tinuous incarceration by alleging that the judiciary has been 
compromised and lacks the credibility to pass judgments 
that are for the good of the country. The judiciary holds 
similar sentiments towards the legislative and executive 
and vice versa.

  Why is the Nigerian government so afraid of Sheikh 
Zakzaky and the Islamic Movement in Nigeria?

A. Nigerian politicians, especially those from Northern 
extraction, view Shia Islam as a threat to the majority Sunni 
Islam. This isn’t peculiar to Nigeria. Globally, Shia Muslims 

are not generally viewed positively. In Nigeria, they have 
been accused of not recognizing the Nigerian state and of 
trying to run a parallel government. There is also the fear of 
Sunni Muslim youth in Nigeria being converted to Shia Islam.

We all know their history and conflicts over the years. 
This escalation of hostilities is as a result of the emergence 
of a Sunni bigot as Governor of Kaduna State (the base of 
the Shia Muslims in Nigeria and the emergence of a Sunni 
bigot as President of Nigeria. 

These two leaders sought for and got the endorsement 
of Zakzaky while they were campaigning for their various 
offices. After getting their votes, they turned against them. 

It is believed that their ultimate plan is to exterminate the 
Shia Muslims from Nigeria, which is practically impossible. 
So the alternative is to try and break their will by imprison-
ing their leader and attacking them at will, just like we saw 
a few days ago and the way we have seen in recent past.

  We don’t see much coverage about Nigerian Shiites 
in the international media the way we see about Rohingyas 
or Tibetans. Why is the world media not interested in the 
plight of Nigerian Shiites?

A. Shiites are not part of the mainstream global Muslim 
Sunni community. The only major Islamic state backing 
Shiites is Iran, a country singled out as being a ‘sponsor 
of terrorism’. Saudi Arabia, Israel and other major politi-
cal actors in the Middle East who lobby the United States 
and greatly western posturing on the global state already 
consider Iran as an enemy. They also consider Shia Islam 
as its major export that needs to be curtailed. The plight of 
Shiites isn’t viewed as the plight of Muslims

  What does future hold for Shiites in Nigeria? Do you 
see situation improving and Zakzaky being released in im-
mediate future?

A. The next election and subsequent elections will be 
critical to Zakzaky’s fate. If the Buhari administration loses 
power, the next government will likely release Zakzaky. Such 
an act will be popular both locally and internationally. And 
it would be another subtle means of showing the world how 
terrible the incumbent government is.

1        The National Iranian-American 
Council also jumped in with their own GOT-
inspired meme, saying “Donald Trump is a 
literal White Walker, fear-mongering, war-
mongering and championing division at every 
opportunity for political gains.”

American writer and blogger Andy Ostroy 
took to Twitter to lambast Trump, asking 
“what kind of sick, twisted, cliff-hanging reality 
show stuff was it”. Author and speaker Tomi 
Ahoneh warned Trump that indictments, 
not sanctions, were coming after the elec-

tion, as Mueller has been waiting. “Your real 
nightmare starts on Wednesday. Sleep tightly 
Trump, sleep tightly,” he wrote.

A Twitter user termed it a “complete joke”, 
saying the idea of sanctioning Iran because 
they stood by the nuclear deal, while the U.S. 
withdrew from it, was “despicable”. Another 
compared the Trump administration with a 
reality TV show.

The reaction from Iran has been remark-
ably measured and restrained. Iranians 
have dismissed what they believe is the 

customary bluster from the U.S. President 
who is not taken seriously even by his own 
people. Young Iranians took to Twitter to 
warn the U.S. President not to threaten the 
Islamic Republic as such hollow bluster 
was not going to intimidate the proud and 
brave Iranians. 

Commander of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force General 
Qassem Soleimani responded to Trump’s 
tweet with his own version of GOT-inspired 
meme, saying ‘I Will Stand Against You’. The 

image was circulated widely and became viral. 
Soleimani is known for walking the talk and 
hawks in Washington know very well that he 
cannot be unsettled by such hollow bluster.

The fact that the sanctions have been 
timed a day before the mid-term elections 
in the U.S. explains how it is a political 
maneuver to garner votes. But the move 
is most likely to backfire and Trump will 
understand that later this week. He evil 
plots would be defeated by his own people 
before Iran does.

The United States midterm elections are always important. 
But the elections on Tuesday matter in ways that few midterm 
contests can have matched. Yes, it will take more than one 
election to mend the damaged and angry political mood 
that, in the last two weeks alone, has seen a fervent Donald 
Trump supporter send bombs to several Democrats, and 
a white supremacist commit the most heinous act of anti-
Semitic violence in the country’s history. The man in the 
White House is not the only thing that must change. But 
the journey has to start somewhere. You only have to im-
agine how much more difficult the journey will otherwise 
be to grasp the exceptional responsibility that rests on the 
shoulders of U.S. voters on Tuesday.

Donald Trump is not the sole reason why American politics 
have become so toxic, why Americans’ faith in their insti-
tutions has been so shaken, or the influence of the U.S. for 
good in the world so diminished. In many ways Trump was 
the product of already existing toxicity, shaken faith and 
declining prestige. But he has turbo-charged this decline 
deliberately, as a matter of conscious policy. He seeks consist-
ently to be the president of some of the United States, not of 
the country as a whole. Against those who do not support or 
agree with him he deploys only hate and scorn. He lies and 
provokes as a matter of strategy. This is a president without 
precedent, and although in the U.S. democracy is strong, it 
is not indestructible.

Take the issue of voting rights. It is often assumed that 

the U.S. constitution embodies a federal right to vote. It does 
not. Voting is administered by the states. Most states are in 
Republican hands, and the districts that will send members 
of Congress to Washington this week have frequently been 
gerrymandered. In many states, including North Carolina 
and Wisconsin, Republicans have imposed restrictions on 

early voting, postal voting and voter identification, all of 
them designed to prevent black Americans from voting. 
In Georgia, officials tried to close seven out the nine voting 
places in a predominantly black area on the pretext that 
disabled access was inadequate. 

The U.S. constitution is celebrated for its checks and bal-
ances. Yet partisanship is now so entrenched and unbending 
that institutions themselves are beginning to creak. The White 
House is in the hands of a lying and rule-breaking racist execu-
tive who, apart from all his policy failings, refuses to release his 

tax returns, blurs the distinction between official and personal 
interests, meddles in investigations in which he has no business 
and who deployed thousands of U.S. troops for a purely partisan 
reason. Meanwhile, since the Brett Kavanaugh confirmation, 
the Supreme Court is now more firmly than ever under partisan 
rightwing control, opening up the near certainty of an attempt 
to overturn U.S. abortion rights.

So there is a strong constitutional case, as well as a strong 
political one, for recapturing the legislative branch from its 
dishonest and sycophantic rightwing Republican leader-
ship. Democratic control of the House of Representatives 
would constrain Trump by investigating issues that have 
been shamelessly ignored by the current House leadership. 
Democratic control of the Senate, a long shot, would clip 
his wings even more. Democratic failure this week, by con-
trast, would be – and would be taken to be – an electoral 
endorsement of Trump.

This is a pivotal election for Americans, for American 
democracy, and for the rest of the world. Yet it comes at a 
time of decent U.S. economic growth and high employment, 
when Republicans are energized, and Democrats are divided 
about their future course. It is far from guaranteed, in the 
light of 2016, that Democratic enthusiasm and money will 
turn into the blue wave that we want. But there is no more 
important political task anywhere in the world today than 
to seize this moment.

(Source: The Guardian)

These elections are more 
important than any in recent 

memory. Only a vote for a 
Democratic Congress can 

constrain Donald Trump and 
his campaigns of hate.
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Legal framework of the Caspian Sea 
and the interests of Iran

1        Bahrain’s foreign minister said on 
Saturday at the IISS Manama Dialogue, the 
annual Middle East’s security summit, that 
the coalition would be formed by the start of 
the New Year, a claim that many analysts are 
skeptical of.

The Arab NATO is a transformed plan that 
was first initiated at the Istanbul Cooperation 
Initiative (ICI), an initiative launched during 
NATO’s 2004 Istanbul summit. The plan was 
to expand NATO to the Persian Gulf region. 
Proposed by Ahmed al-Sabah and approved 
by NATO Secretary General, the NATO office 
was launched in Kuwait in 2011.

The plan, however, has seen a few changes 
since:

Removal of Turkey and Qatar, Arab NATO will 
continue to work independently of the NATO, 
Expansion of the Arab NATO from the Persian 
Gulf to the Red Sea, particularly to Egypt, has 
the U.S. support, counters Iran’s influence in 
the Middle East region, and coordination of 
operational intelligence with Israel.

The ICC is an offer to engage in practical secu-
rity cooperation activities with states throughout 
the Greater Middle East. The initiative offers 
practical cooperation with interested nations 
in the Greater Middle East in such areas as: The 
ICC counter-WMD; counterterrorism; training 
and education; participation in NATO exercises; 
promoting military interoperability; disaster 
preparedness and civil emergency planning; 
tailored advice on defense reform and civil-mili-
tary relations; cooperation on border security to 
help prevent illicit trafficking of drugs, weapons, 
and people.

In fact, NATO seeks to confront new threats, 
including Islamic fundamentalism, terrorism, 
and so on, to ensure the security of regional 
partners, prevent the non-proliferation regime 
gaining access to nuclear weapons, ensure the 
sources of energy and its transit lines, and pro-
vide a model of regional order with regional 
countries except Iran and Iraq.

The plan to form a new regional coalition was 

supposed to reach a very large circle, and the 
Arab NATO was going to confront the so-called 
hostile regional forces, but following the crisis 
between Qatar and Arab states in the Persian 
Gulf region in June 2017, it seems the coalition 
cannot stand united against Iran.

Many analysts believe that formation of the 
coalition will be postponed to 2019, particularly 
now that the Saudis are grappling with Jamal 
Khashoggi’s murder case in their consulate in 
Istanbul.  

Perhaps The U.S. is waiting to observe the 
impact of its political and economic sanctions 
on Iran prior to joining the regional coalition 
against Iran so are the Arab states in the region. 

In addition, the Arab countries need more 
time to form this coalition, as they are struggling 
with many challenges in the political and military 
arena of the region, including Qatar’s crisis, 
the Yemeni War, Jamal Khashoggi’s case, and 
Arab differences in regional issues, especially 
over Palestine.

Saudi Arabia and Egypt have different in-
terpretation of terrorism. While Saudi Arabia 
cooperates with the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Yemen and Syria, Egypt considers the Sunni 
Islamist organization a terrorist group. Saudi 

Arabia and Qatar also hold different views over 
the organization.

Iran’s influence in Arab countries, including 
Syria, Iraq and Lebanon, creates further obstacles 
to the formation of the coalition. According to 
reports, Trump is scheduled to hold a meeting in 
Washington, where he will announce the launch 
of the regional coalition.

The U.S. has placed a number of conditions 
on the Arab countries, including the need to 
fulfill Saudi military objectives in Yemen and 
the withdrawal of the strategic harbor of al-Hu-
daydah and reconciliation with Qatar.

Amidst all these, Trump is seeking an op-
portunity to announce the so called the “deal 
of the century” to resolve the issue of Palestine, 
and for that Arab countries need to have an 
integrated stance. 

The other side of the deal is Iran. The Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is, too, promoting its 
position in the region by strengthening its 
strategic alliance.

Thus, Washington will face defeat in the 
formation of a united Arab front against Iran, 
as Arab states are still struggling with many 
regional and domestic challenges and Iran will 
remain a strong actor in the region. 

Arab NATO against Iran, an unfulfilled dream

In international law, the concept of power is inevitably alongside 
with the principles of the law.

In other words, since there is no judiciary reference in the 
international judiciary conflicts, the law is affected by the concept 
of power in international system. There are different opinions 
about the relationship between power and law.

Different legal schools of thought differ in their views towards 
the relativity of power and rights.

Realists believe that power is the main core of international 
law and takes the main role in the basic norms and principles of 
international law and relations. So; law should be in compliant 
with national interests and accordingly it takes prominence. 
Contrary to realists, scholars from the Yale University Law 
School do not accept power as the core of international law and 
emphasize global social commonalities instead of the tradition-
al notion of power. But in general, we cannot ignore the role 
of power in creating international rules among governments.

Therefore, due to the importance of power in politics, when 
we want to determine Caspian Sea legal status, at the same time 
that we pay attention to previous legal contracts, including the 
treaties of 1921 and 1940 between Iran, Russia and the former 
Soviet Union, we have to also consider the political conditions. 
According to the text of an agreement between the presidents of 
Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan, signed 
on August 5 in Aktau, Kazakhstan, the five countries agreed on 
issues such as military, security, shipping and economic matters, 
but delineating seabed and sub-seabed postponed to bilateral 
agreements between countries. However, the announcement 
of the signing of an agreement between the government of 
Iran and the other four countries after nearly three decades of 
the collapse of the Soviet Union Led to the critical reactions of 
many Iranians, especially those saying that Iran had enjoyed 
50% share of Caspian Sea during the former Soviet Union.

  Russo-Persian Treaty of Friendship (1921), Treaty of 
Commerce and Navigation (1940)

The 1921 treaty is one of the agreements between Iran and 
Russia on the Caspian Sea. According to the treaty, the Caspian 
Sea is a common sea between Iran and Russia, both enjoying 
equal rights of free navigation. According to Article 40 of the 
treaty, 10 miles were considered as an exclusive fishing zone 
and the rest was shared between Iran and Russia. Of course, 
in this treaty, Iran was requested to surrender fishing privilege 
to Russia to help Russian livelihoods, and the privilege was 
awarded to them in 1925 for 25 years. But Iran’s Prime Minis-
ter, Mohammad Mosaddeq, did not extend the second period 
of 25 years, although the Soviets continued fishing in all areas 
and waters of the Caspian, but Iran was usually fishing only 
in the coastal zone. This continued, and although the fishing 
privilege for the Russians was not renewed, Russia and Iran 
both operated at the sea.

Before signing 1921 contract, only the Russians could have 
military naval forces in the Caspian on the basis of Treaty of 
Turkmenchay and Treaty of Gulistan, the privilege of which 
was awarded to Russians by two above-mentioned treaties. In 
fact, after the oppressive and one-sided Treaty of Turkmenchay 
and Gulistan between Iran and Tsardom in the first quarter of 
the nineteenth century, 1921 contract between Iran and the 
Russian government was the first formal agreement with al-
most equal status in the Caspian Sea. But the 1940 contract 
was a little different from the 1921 in which the Russians set 
to be in a higher position in the contract clinched during Stalin 
and Iran, the difference of which is totally clear by contrasting 
them. Parts of the 1940 treaty were on commercial and customs 
rights between the two countries and other clauses were about 
the shipping rights of the two sides over the Caspian Sea. The 
position of Iran in this contract was slightly better than the one 

in what were signed during the Tsardom of the Russian era.
  Dividing the seabed and sub-seabed; ignoring Iran’s 

viewpoints
After the collapse of the Soviet Union and the founding of 

the Russian Federation, three other new countries around the 
Caspian Sea were created from the Soviet heritage, including 
Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan. Although Iran and 
Russia at this stage were set for the Caspian Sea to treat a shared 
one, the Russians took a dual stance in this case. In this regard, 
Russia from one side stroke a bilateral deal with Kazakhstan in 
1988 dividing the northern seabed and its resources and from 
the other side clinched similar contract with the Republic of 
Azerbaijan. It led to Iran’s protest maintaining that because 
both countries enjoy the joint ownership of the Caspian Sea, 
then any decisions have to be taken jointly in this regard.

According to the joint ownership principle, resources are 
considered jointly and therefore would have to be divided equally 
based on an agreement signed by all the Caspian coastal coun-
tries. Hence, what the Russians did in dividing Caspian seabed 
and its resources bilaterally ran contrary to joint ownership 
principle. In fact, when we consider the Caspian Sea as a com-
mon sea, all the resources of this sea are divided equally among 
all members. Therefore, the Russians’ attempts to conclude 
bilateral agreements and the division of the continental shelf 
is contrary to the being common sea of the Caspian.

Under Mohammad Khatami, the then president of Iran, it 
was proposed that the Caspian Sea be divided equally having 
20% share by each coastal country, but four others did not 
accept the offer, after which Iran declared that it will not al-
low any interference by other countries in 20% of its adjacent 
waters So, the Russian vessel left waters of Iran. Since that 
time, Iran has emphasized its 20% share, but Azerbaijan and 
Turkmenistan were dissatisfied with this situation, especially 
in the Alborz field with oil resources, making it a dispute and 
the disagreement has prolonged so far.

After Kazakhstan’s Aktau agreement on the Caspian Sea, Iran 
declared to continue governing its 20% share of waters as long as 
its share with Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan is not determined well.

After the meeting, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani stated: 
“There are still issues in the southern part of the sea between 
Turkmenistan, Iran and Azerbaijan. We had good agreements 
with Azerbaijan that are in operation, but some of these issues 
have not been resolved yet. At the recent Caspian Summit, 
some serious issues concerning Iran and many other countries 
were resolved the most important of which was security in the 
Caspian Sea.

The talks between Iran and Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan 
on the Caspian Sea have been Unsuccessful. Recently, Russia 

has announced a new plan with coastal states accepting it with 
the exception ofIran. According to the Russian plan, 15 miles 
would be considered as the territorial sea and 10 more miles 
as the exclusive fishing zone. The surface water would be for 
shared shipping, but seabed and sub-seabed resources are di-
vided according to the 1998 contract.

In Kazakhstan’s Aktau agreement, Caspian Sea navigation 
was calculated according to the Convention on the Law of the 
Sea(1982). According to the Convention, 15 miles considered as 
coastal waters and 10 miles as the exclusive fishing zone putting 
the rest as a common area. This means that the sovereign right 
of Iran in the Caspian will be less than 13%.

Because the Caspian Sea doesn’t have any link to open waters, 
it is in fact considered as a great lake the rules of which are reg-
ulated on the basis of the coastal states multilateral agreements.

Based on Kazakhstan’s Aktau agreement, the baseline of 
the Caspian Sea has been identified; therefore, it is impossible 
for Iran to determine its share of the seabed and sub-seabed 
resources in upcoming negotiations. Also, since the deeper 
part of the Caspian Sea is located in the southern part, the 
Iranian side, Iran’s share of internal waters will be much less. 
In the other words, Iran’s baseline in Caspian Sea will not be so 
distant from the coast, something that can bring about security 
consequences for the country.

Sharing seabed and sub-seabed in accordance with bilateral 
agreements among other countries expect for Iranis detrimen-
tal to Tehran. However, when the rule over a sea is deemed as 
joint ownership, its mineral resources, oil and gas are to be 
taken into consideration fully and then the achieved interests 
are divided among 5 countries. According to the Convention 
on the legal status of the Caspian Sea, the areas beyond the 
territorial waters and exclusive fishing zone of each country 
are to be known as a common or joint zone. In this case, the 
use of seabed resources in the Caspian Sea remains unclear.

This is especially true in the southern part of the Caspian 
Sea, because the fate of the resources in the northern part of 
the Caspian Sea is determined in the bi-and-trilateral agree-
ments of Russia, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan. So, the existing 
disputes are only among Iran with two countries including 
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan. As a result, declaring the area 
beyond the territorial waters and the exclusive fishing zone as 
a joint ownership means destroying the sovereignty of Iran 
over the energy field of the Alborz in the Caspian Sea. Based on 
bilateral agreements signed between Russians with Kazakhstan 
and then with Azerbaijan and also between Kazakhstan with 
Turkmenistan in 1998, seabed and sub-seabed resources were 
divided between themselves, making the share of Iran negligible.

Russia, in fact, by signing the above bilateral contracts vio-
lated the joint ownership agreed upon with Iran and the case 
ended in Tehran’s detriment. Since the presidency of Khatami, 
Iran has emphasized that it has 20% share in Caspian Sea and 
announced not to allow others to do any kind of activity in its 
territorial waters. That’s why the Azerbaijani oil operation in 
the joint oil field with Iran was stopped. While before Kazakh-
stan’s Aktau agreement, Iran rejected the joint exploitation with 
Azerbaijan, Tehran approved 50-50 division of the oil field of 
Alborz with the country in this convention.

One of the criticisms leveled against Aktau convention is 
that the determination of the share of each Caspian coastal 
state in the seabed and sub- seabed and put to future bilateral 
negotiations.

In other words, the convention only discusses surface water 
and since the convention has determined the baseline, Iran 
cannot determine its share in seabed and sub-seabed.

Of course, the Kazakhstan’s Aktau agreement calls for a 
revision of the previous bilateral agreements between 4other 
Caspian Sea states, which can be in Iran’s favor. The review not 
to be based on the length of the beaches, since the contracts of 

1921 and 1940 were not based on the length of the coasts, but 
all the sea was reckoned as common. Therefore, Iran’s share in 
Seabed and sub- Seabed resources should be more than what is 
now mentioned in the Aktau convention. Accordingly, if there 
is a review in the agreement, it can make a revision in Iran’s 
right and share in the Caspian Sea. While, due to the ordinary 
practice that making any decision is based on bi-and-multilat-
eral negotiations, bilateral agreements clinched between some 
coastal countries have led to the violation of Iran’s rights in 
the Caspian Sea.

“Taking dual role, unfriendly and sensitive-inducing of Rus-
sia in the issue as well as sharing method of seabed based on 
bilateral agreements with new adjacent neighbors is one of the 
most important reasons Iran encounters a crucial problem in 
the Caspian Sea whereof”, Mohsen Aminzadeh, former deputy 
for foreign minister of Iran during the presidency of Moham-
mad Khatami, believes. In reaction to Russia on dividing the 
resources of the Caspian sub-seabed without any coordination 
with Tehran, Iran announced that the final acceptance of the 
Caspian Sea enjoying joint ownership in the legal regime is 
conditional to determine the Caspian sub-seabed resources. 
This is while Iran for the first time formally abandoned the 
condition at the second meeting of the Caspian Sea in Tehran 
accepting the joint ownership of everything in the Caspian Sea 
but the sub-seabed tacitly.

Iran also accepted the crossing of the pipeline and energy 
transmission through the Caspian Sea in the Aktau agreement. 
This is while the crossing from Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan 
could have been done through Iran instead. Consequently, from 
one hand, Iran lost this opportunity and on the other hand, 
accepting the crossing of the pipeline through the Caspian Sea 
will have environmental risks. Regarding security issues, The 
Kazakhstan’s Aktau agreement says that the Caspian Sea is not 
a military one, resolving Iran and Russia’s concerns over the 
presence of NATO in the sea. Of course, the very issue was in 
the previous treaties, but it was discussed more extensively in 
the Kazakhstan Convention. So, foreign powers cannot run for 
any military and naval bases on the Caspian shore and making 
any threats against other coastal states.

Prior to the Aktau agreement, When Iran had any disagreement 
over the Caspian Sea, it relied on both historical background 
and the 1921 treaties with Russia and 1940 treaties with the 
Soviet Union. Iran has always put emphasis on this historical 
background making its status one of two historical claimants 
of the Caspian Sea. Iran ignored these two historical contracts 
in Aktau convention by giving them up in its text.

Earlier, during the formal declaration of Tehran Summit, being 
the first joint document of the five leaders, no reference was made 
to the above-mentioned historical background and contracts.

The President of Kazakhstan formally stated in his speech 
that the previous treaties over the Caspian Sea have become null 
and void making it deemed accepted indirectly by Iran’s silence.

The newly independent coastal states are not interested in 
the historical background of the Caspian Sea, so they are trying 
to forgo the historical claimants of the two countries -Iran and 
the Soviet Union. They are more willing to Institutionalize the 
trends of the five countries instead of the historical background, 
but this doesn’t justify Iran’s withdrawal from its substantiated 
claims on the Caspian Sea.

“Iran could at least register its own stance alone concerning 
the historical background of its claims on the Caspian Sea in 
Tehran Summit putting emphasis on it. Therefore, it is really 
unclear why such a negligence was made in spite of the great 
importance of these backgrounds over Iran’s endless legal 
disputes over the Caspian Sea.” Mohsen Aminzadeh, former 
deputy for foreign minister of Iran during the presidency of 
Mohammad Khatami, believes.

(Source: Modern Diplomacy)

77
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

NOVEMBER 6 , 2018

N.I.O.C
1397.3766

National Iranian
Drilling Company

Second Announcement

تهران تایمز نوبت اول 97/08/14نوبت دوم 97/08/15   

 (Foreign  Procurement Dept.)
More of this & other tenders are accessible by click on:

www.nidc.ir            http://sapp.ir/nidc_pr

Call for public tender (First/Second publish) One-Stage tender
Subject of Tender:  Precision Tooling Parts for Drilling Rig

(PARTS FOR MARTIN DECKER TOTCO HOOK UP RECORD -O- GRAPH 
ROTARY TORQUE ELECTRIC MODEL : H 1184)

ANALYSIS & INTERVIEW

 

 
National Iranian 

Drilling Company 
 

 

 
N.I.O.C 

1397.3766 

Call for public tender (First/Second publish) 

One-Stage tender 

Subject of Tender:  Precision Tooling Parts for Drilling Rig 

(PARTS FOR MARTIN DECKER TOTCO HOOK UP RECORD -O- GRAPH ROTARY TORQUE ELECTRIC MODEL : H 1184) 

    Tender descriptions: 

Estimated value 

(Rial/Euro) 

Tender No. 

/Indent No. 

Registration No. through national 
electronic tendering system The Tender holder 

3,740,000,000 (Rial) 
Tender No. :FP/09-97/034 

Indent No.:08-22-9745011 
3,179,523 National Iranian Drilling Company 

 Qualitative evaluation of tenderers 

R The evaluation will be made subject to submission of needed certificates in meeting for opening the received tenderer’s 
proposals. Method 

 Purchasing & Submitting 

The distribution of the documents will be started one day after the publishing of second advertisement and ended on the 
following tenth day thereof. 

Tender 
Document 

Distribution 
by Company 

Hall No.:113, 1thfloor, Foreign  Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, 
Ahwaz, IRAN Distribution Place 

 Submitting one original Bank Fund Receipt in the amount of 510,000 Iranian Rials under 
account number 4001114004020491( Shaba No. IR 520100004001114004020491) in name 
of “NIDC Incomes Centralized Fund” issued by I.R. of Iran Central Bank. 

 Submitting format Request for the purpose of receiving Tender Documents. 
Submitting Method 

 35 Days after the last time of Purchasing. Closing date 

Documents 
Receiving 
Method 

Hall No. 107, 1stfloor, Tender Committee, Operation building, National Iranian Drilling 
Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN. 

Tel: +98-61-34148580  +98-61-34148569 

Address 

 Tender Guarantee      

187,000,000  Rial /3,887 Euro Value of 
guarantee 

Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that obtain activity license from the central bank of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

Submitting one original Bank Fund Receipt under account number 4001114006376636 ( Shaba No. IR 
350100004001114006376636) in name of “NIDC saving account” by the central bank of Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Type of 
guarantee 

Tender Guarantee should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum for one time in initial validity duration. 
Duration of 

credit & 
quotation 

 (Foreign  Procurement Dept.) 

 More of this & other tenders are accessible by click on: 

www.nidc.ir            http://sapp.ir/nidc_pr 

15/8/97نوبت دوم 14/8/97تهران تایمز نوبت اول   
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PRIVATE PARKING LOT
Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) – Rahimzade Alley – Taleqani

Crossroads – Valiasr St.   Tell: 66476855

I n d i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

ADVERTISEMENTS

  Holder of 
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014

From Oxford Cert Universal

TEHRAN TIMES

Iran’s Leading 
International Daily

Advertising Dept

021 - 430  51 450
Tel:

PER 02188073853
ENG 09025892818

NIK TEBRID PARS Co.
Commissioner of 

rebuilding and renovating 
administrative and residential 
places, installation of HVAC 

& Cryogenics, Electricity, 
Water, Gas and Sewage 

Facilities

Apt in Farmanieh
120 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.

nice furn, equipped kitchen
fully renovated, storage parking 

spot, $1200
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in South Kamranieh
7th floor, 250 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.  

equipped kitchen, parking spot, 18 
sq.m balcony, yard 

swimming pool, renovated
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Jordan
ground floor, 65 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

furn, equipped kitchen
spj, storage, parking spot

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

New Apt in Doulat
3th floor, 100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

fully furn, parking spot, $1200
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Aghdasieh
3th floor 260 sq.m, 4 Bdrs.  furn  2 
balconies, 2 parking spots elevator

spj, $4000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Velenjak
brand new, 4th floor, 177 sq.m

3 Bdrs., furn, parking spot
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Soheil
115 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., furn parking 

spot, yard, $2500
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Niavaran
8 Bdrs., 3 kitchens

3 big reception saloons with one
suit for servant, Jacuzzi

swimming pool
outdoor / indoor parking spots

$12000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Triplex Villa in Jordan
1380 sq.m land, 2000 sq.m built 

up, furn, outdoor swimming pool
yard, parking spot

4-side entrances
 Price Negotiable

   Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in Zafaranieh
1000 sq.m, 2500 sq.m land
 6Bdrs. duplex, renovated

garden, best location
 parking spot

Price Negotiable
Suitable for

Residency & Embassy
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Villa in Darous
3 floors, 640 sq.m, swimming pool

6 parking spots, yard
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Palace in Tajrish/ Elahieh
duplex, 7000 sq.m land, 2200 

sq.m built up, 8 Bdrs.  renovated
unbelievable garden

water fall, spj, parking spot 
renovated

$30000  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206 

Whole Building in
Shariati - Soheil

2 floors, 600 sq.m totally
8 Bdrs., 6 bath rooms

one 40 sq.m suit, renovated
12 parking spots, 3 storages

3-side entrances, $6000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Nice Office in Mirdamad
.3th floor, 90 sq.m, 1 Bdr

storage parking spot 
$700

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in Vanak
4 floors, 4 apts, each apt
150 sq.m, furn, balcony

nice view, elevator
parking spot, storage, $2600

Ms.Diba: 09128103206   

Whole Building in Pasdaran
almost new, 5 floors, each floor

2 apts, 10 apts totally, 90 sq.m to 
100 sq.m, storage, parking spots

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Luxury Office in Jordan
new, between 180 to 240 sq.m

flat, lobby, high quality security 
parking spot, good view

2 side entrances 
Price negotiable

   Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Whole Building in Zafaranieh
lobby, 30 Bdrs., reception, furn 
parking spot, gathering room  

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Vanak
120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., furn
 parking spot, $27 daily

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Elahieh
170 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., full furn

big balcony, $1500  
Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Luxury Apt in Zafaranieh
brand new,  2th floor 50 sq.m

 1 Bdr., fully furn, good light spj
elevator, parking spot

$1500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Fereshteh
1th floor, 250 sq.m,4 Bdrs.
fully furn, spj, 2 storages

spj, 2 parking spots, $2500 
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Qeytarieh
170 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., beautiful

& perfect furn, good light, spj 
parking spot, good access to
highway & Elahieh, $2500

Ms.Diba: 09128103206

Apt in Mirdamad
6th floor, 86 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., furn 
elevator, parking spot, $1000

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Suite in Yusef Abad
63 sq.m, 1 Bdr, fully, equipped 

kitchen, renovated, yard
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
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HEALTH/SOCIETY

By Maryam Qarehgozlou 

NOVEMBER 6, 2018

TEHRAN — An Expert Consultation Meeting 
on Regional Cooperation for Building Resilience 
to Slow-Onset Disasters, Including Sand and 
Dust Storms and Information Management for 
Cross-Border Disaster in Asia and the Pacific 
opened in Tehran on Monday.

The two-day event is co-organized by Plan-
ning and Management Organization, United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) and Asian and 
Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster 
Information Management (APDIM).  

The key objectives of the meeting are reviewing 
the draft cross-border disaster atlas that serves as 
the first component of APDIM’s database reposi-
tory, agreeing on the elements for an information 
sharing and capacity development framework for 
decision-making support on slow-onset disas-
ters, including sand and dust storms, and setting 
up the partnership network for implementation 
through APDIM’s programme of work .

 Disaster risk reduction pivotal to 
achieve SDGs 

In her opening speech at the meeting UN 
resident coordinator and UNDP representative 
Ugochi Daniels explained that disasters continue 
to impose heavy loses and damages on nations 
and people and impeded social and economic 
development at a global scale.

“Disaster risk reduction is pivotal to achieve 
sustainable development goals (SDGs),” Daniels 
highlighted.

“Iran is one of the most disaster-prone coun-
tries in the world and exposed to various types 
of natural hazards; earthquakes, drought, floods 
and sand and dust storms are the most frequent 
natural disasters which the country faces.

Iran has gained valuable experience and de-
veloped considerable knowledge on disaster risk 
reduction and management, she said, adding 
that effective response to major disasters such 
as Kermanshah earthquake in 2017 and many 
other disasters are testimony to Iran’s capacity 
to respond to natural hazards and disasters. 

Daniels went on to say that under the current 
UN Development Framework for Iran for 2017-
20121 the United Nations has been supporting 
the government’s effort in developing and imple-
menting national and regional initiatives aimed 
at sand and dust storms to control and investing 

in disaster risk reduction and effective disaster 
and emergency preparedness response. 

“The Department of environment, United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (UNDESA), United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) and United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) organized an 
International Conference on Combating Sand 
and Dust Storms in Tehran in July 2017 and a 
high-level dialogue on sand and dust storms wan 
convened during the 72nd session of the United 
Nations General Assembly on July 16, 2018.

“This dialogue focused on action-oriented 
recommendations and challenges faced by af-
fected countries and discussed ways to improve 
policy coordination at the global level to address 
those challenges in the context of sustainable 
development goals.

On September 24, 2018 establishing a UN 
coalition on combatting sand and dust storms 
for enhancing collaboration, exchange of infor-
mation, knowledge and good practices, advocacy 
and communication amongst various actors in-
cluding UN entities, governments, academia, and 
the private sectors at the regional and national 
levels was proposed, she added. 

“The establishment of APDIM based on ESCAP 
Resolution 71/11 and with the generous support 
of the government of Iran is a great achievement 
and an important step towards enhancing dis-
aster risk reduction and resilience building in 
the region.

Disaster information management is critical 
in all aspects and areas of disaster risk reduction 
and resilience building. Holding this meeting 
in Tehran is also a valuable opportunity to dis-
cuss ways and means for expanding regional 
cooperation in this regard.

She concluded that the UN Country team in 
Iran stands ready to engage in and support all 
types of cooperation within the scope of APDIM’s 
programmes as well as through other regional 
and multilateral cooperation mechanisms to re-
duce the risk and negative impact of disasters 
in the region. 

 Global solidarity a must to tackle 
environmental challenges 

Naser Moqaddasi, Chief of Center for Inter-
national Affairs and Conventions at Department 
of Environment, in his opening speech explained 
that the prospect of resolving the challenges and 
environmental problems that threaten the future 

of human life require interaction, co-operation, 
bringing together ideas, and moving from di-
vergence toward convergence and solidarity.

“We believe that this global solidarity has 
never been necessary like today,” he highlighted.

“Although the origin of most of the current 
environmental challenges is natural, it seems to 
be in many cases due to unreasonable, unstable, 
and sometimes selfish exploitation of nature.

“The Middle East and North Africa region 
with an area of 7.3 million square kilometers, 
ranging from 20 to 40 degrees north latitude as 
the world›s dry belt, is the place of emerging the 
great challenge of dust storms.

“The region has the largest deserts in the world 
in both hemispheres, and despite the fact that 
more than 6.2% of the world›s population is 
located in this area, only 1.4% of the Earth›s 
renewable water resources are gathered here. 
This means that about 200 million people in 
this area, directly or indirectly, are affected by 
water scarcity and dust storms.

“Large parts of Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 

Iran, Kuwait, Jordan, and other countries in 
the region are affected by dust storm damages.

“Statistical surveys show that the largest 
amount of dust that affects Iran comes from 
neighboring countries. The insecurity in these 
countries, and in particular the devastating phe-
nomenon of terrorism, has severely hampered 
the implementation of joint plans to curb this 
phenomenon among the countries of the region.

Moqaddasi went on to regret that according 
to the report by the Ministry of Health, the av-
erage annual PM2.5 concentrations of particles 
observed in these cities are estimated to be 2 
to 6 times the standard amounts and that the 
phenomenon of dusts in only five of the most 
affected countries since March 2018 has caused 
a premature death of 1,717 people.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is fully prepared 
to contribute to a wide range of bilateral, multi-
lateral, regional and international cooperation, 
in order to root out and identify the phenom-
enon of dust, identify its destructive effects in 
the region, and formulate concrete solutions 

by providing Immediate, medium-term and 
long-term measures to deal with dust storms, 
he concluded. 

 Serious, cross-sectoral solution 
needed to address sand and dust storms 

Ali Mohammad Mousavi, Director General for 
International Environmental and Sustainable 
Development Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, also said that given that the regional 
risks and vulnerabilities reach beyond national 
borders, their efficient management naturally 
requires regional cooperation and measures 
facilitated by all relevant and necessary infor-
mation aggregated and utilized in a practical 
manner by a center which is fed and owned by 
all regional stakeholders with view to contrib-
uting and addressing the region’s exposure to 
variety of risks. 

Sand and dust storm is a transboundary 
phenomenon that requires far more serious, 
multi-faceted, multi-disciplinary, and cross-sec-
toral solution and goes beyond the capacity of an 
individual country and needs to be coordinated 
among all parties concerned, he added.

Mousavi went on to say that APDIM is expected 
to work towards establishing mechanisms for 
creating regional networks and platforms to share 
information to promote best practices, devising 
guidelines and setting up necessary infrastructure 
to assist adaptation and mitigation measures 
for countries affected by sand and dust storms. 

 APDIM a starting point for South-
South Cooperation

Hamid Pourmohammadi, Chairman of 
APDIM’s Governing Council and Deputy Vice 
President at Budget and Planning Organization, 
also highlighted that APDIM is considered as 
an appropriate starting point for the promotion 
of development in the context of South-South 
Cooperation. 

The center has the potential to bear fruitful 
results by setting up an integrated network of 
disaster-related information management and 
data processing in order to better monitor, pre-
pare, mitigate, build resilience, and recover in the 
face of natural hazards, Pourmohammadi said. 

Iran, in line with APDIM program of work 
expresses its readiness to take measures and 
initiatives through regional cooperation to 
bridge the existing gaps between information 
management and capacity building in the field 
of disaster risk reduction, he stated. 

Meeting on regional co-op for building 
resilience to disasters opens in Tehran 

A new study finds that people with 
Alzheimer’s disease who also took an-
tidiabetes medication exhibited fewer 
molecular markers of the neurological 
condition. These findings could inform 
future Alzheimer’s treatments.

A study examined the molecular path-
ways of brain tissue and the cells that line 
the inside of blood vessels in the brains 
of people with Alzheimer’s and diabetes.

New research — led by Vahram Harou-
tunian, Ph.D., a professor of psychiatry and 
neuroscience at the Icahn School of Med-
icine at Mount Sinai in New York City, NY 
— analyzed the brain tissues of people who 
had both Alzheimer’s disease and diabetes.

The findings suggest that antidiabe-
tes drugs may protect the brain against 
Alzheimer’s.

As Prof. Haroutunian and colleagues 
explain in their paper, a mounting body 
of evidence has been pointing to a link 
between the risk of mild cognitive im-
pairment, dementia, and type 2 diabetes.

Additional studies have uncovered an 
association between an insulin receptor 
pathway in the brain and the accumulation 
of Alzheimer’s-specific brain pathologies.

Previous studies conducted by the same 
Prof. Haroutunian and colleagues found 
that the brains of people with Alzheimer’s 
who had also undergone treatment for 
diabetes, such as insulin or antidiabetes 
medicine, had reduced brain pathologies.

So, in the new study, the researchers 
wanted to understand what goes on at the 
molecular level and identify the molecular 
pathways that are responsible for this 
link between diabetes and Alzheimer’s.

More specifically, the researchers ex-
amined the molecular pathways in brain 
tissue and endothelial cells that line the 
inside of blood vessels.

 The findings now appear in the 
journal PLOS One.

The researchers designed a technique 

that allowed them to isolate brain capillar-
ies from the brain tissues of 34 people who 
had both Alzheimer’s and type 2 diabetes, 
and who had undergone treatment for 
both conditions.

The scientists compared these brain 
tissues with those of 30 people who had 
had Alzheimer’s but not diabetes, as well 
as 19 control brain tissues from people 
who had neither of these two conditions.

Then, the scientists analyzed the blood 
vessels and brain tissues separately, ex-
amining either the Alzheimer’s-related 
molecular changes in the brain’s capillary 
cells or the insulin signaling.

The study revealed that about half of 
these markers were lower in the group 
that had both Alzheimer’s and diabetes.

Also, the vast majority of the changes in 
molecular RNA markers present in Alzheim-
er’s disease, including irregularities in gene 
expression, were not found in the Alzheimer’s 
group that took antidiabetes medication.

“The results of this study are important 
because they give us new insights for the 
treatment of Alzheimer’s disease,” says 
Prof. Haroutunian.

(Source: newsmax.com)

For the first time in decades, researchers have identified a 
new medication that can successfully treat major depression.

An existing oral drug may relieve major depression.
Depression affects about 300 million people across the 

globe, making the condition the “leading cause of ill health 
and disability worldwide,” according to the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

In 2016 in the United States, over 10 million adults had at 
least one major depressive episode. Approximately 64 percent 
of these people had their lives severely impaired as a result.

Despite the prevalence and severity of this condition, 
the current treatments are limited and often ineffective. 
Up to 30 percent of people with major depression are re-
sistant to treatment.

Furthermore, some studies have suggested that antidepres-
sants may have a host of unexpected side effects, such as raising 
the risk of stroke and heart attack or that of premature mortality.

Now, new research finds hope for treating major depression 
in an existing anticonvulsant drug called ezogabine.

Scientists at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
in New York City, NY, tested the drug in 18 participants 
who were having a major depressive episode but not taking 
any medication.

Dr. James Murrough, the director of the Mood and Anxiety 
Disorders Program at the Icahn School of Medicine, is the 
senior author of the paper, which now appears in the journal 
Molecular Psychiatry.

 First new depression medicine for decades
For the new research, Dr. Murrough and his colleagues 

drew from one of their previous studies, in which they showed 

that ezogabine, or retigabine, was successful in treating de-
pression-like symptoms in mice.

The drug is a potassium channel opener. As the researchers 
explain, previous studies have shown that potassium channels 
in the brain’s ventral striatum — a region involved in processing 
reward — mediate the brain’s resilience to depression.

In the new study, Dr. Murrough and team administered 
up to 900 milligrams of ezogabine, orally, to 18 people with 
major depressive disorder for a period of 10 weeks.

Using functional MRI scanners, the researchers examined 
the participants’ brain circuitry pre- and post-treatment, 
looking to see whether the drug had had any effect on their 
brains’ reward systems.

The study revealed that ezogabine led to a 45 percent re-
duction in depressive symptoms, as measured by the activity 
in the brain’s reward circuitry.

More specifically, an “[i]mprovement in depression was 
associated with decreased functional connectivity between the 
ventral caudate and clusters within the mid-cingulate cortex 
and posterior cingulate cortex,” report the researchers.

Also, a subgroup of participants showed improved reward 
learning after the treatment. The study’s senior investigator 
comments on the findings, saying, “The results of this study 
are exciting because we haven’t had a new medicine to treat 
depression in decades.”

“Most antidepressants are in the same class of drugs and 
work by increasing serotonin. Our research suggests a different 
molecular target that works through other brain mechanisms 
and could be helpful for patients.”

(Source: flipboard.com)

Alzheimer’s may be treated with diabetes drugs

Major depression: Existing drug reduces 
symptoms by 45 percent
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EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN 

TEHRAN 
 

Applications are invited for the following vacant posts in the 
 Embassy of Pakistan, Tehran. 

 

TRANSLATOR  
Qualification/ Experience: 
 Master Degree / Bachelors 
 Fluency in English and Persian languages   
 Age: Below 40 years 
 Minimum 3-5 years experience in the relevant field 
 Good knowledge of Microsoft Office i.e. Word, Photoshop etc is must. 

 

TECHNICIAN/ HANDYMAN 
Qualification/Experience: 
 Technical diploma in the relevant field.  
 Age: Below 35 years. 
 Minimum 3-5 years relevant experience in a reputable organization.  
 Fluency in English and Persian is must.  
 Any additional skill like driving etc would add to the qualification.  

 
GARDNER 

Qualification/Experience 
 Matric  
 Age: Below 35 years. 
 Minimum 3-5 years relevant experience.  
 Fluency in English and Persian is must. Applicant having Know-how of Urdu will be 

preferred. 
 

Applications with complete CV alongwith copies of educational documents/experience 
certificate with a latest passport size photograph may be sent to Embassy of Pakistan in 
Tehran at eoptehran@gmail.com within 15 days from the date of advertisement. Short 
listed candidates would be notified for interview on their given email addresses/phone 
numbers. Interview would be conducted by the Selection Committee. 
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HERITAGE & TOURISM NOVEMBER 6, 2018

TEHRAN — International 
tourist arrivals in Iran rose 

by more than 51 percent in the first half of the 
current Iranian calendar year (started March 
21) from a year earlier, tourism chief has said. 

“Despite threats of the U.S., foreign tourist 
arrivals in Iran has risen by more than 51 
percent during the first six months of this 
year,” Ali-Asghar Mounesan said, adding, with 
regard to last year’s growth of four percent, 
it has been an unprecedented progress for 
the past few decades, ISNA reported. 

The official declined to provide further 
details or to say how many foreigners visited 
the country in the six-month period. 

Mounesan, who doubles as vice president, 
in September said Iran’s international visitors 
surged 45 percent in the first five months 
from the same period last year. 

Other sources have reported that Iran 
hosted some three million of inbound pas-
sengers from March 21 to September 22. Iran 
attracted five million foreign nationals in the 
past year. U.S. President Donald Trump in May 
pulled out from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, 
officially known as the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action, re-imposing new sanctions 
on Iran’s economy. 

The U.S.-led restrictions and propaganda 
campaign, however, have cut the number of 
Westerner travelers to Iran but the country 
is trying its best to attract more visitors from 
neighboring countries.

Mohammad Moheb-khodaei, a senior 
Iranian tourism official, said in June:  “The 
number of travelers from European countries 
cut by 24 percent in the first three months of 
the [current Iranian calendar] year from a 

year earlier.” Over the past couple of years, 
Air France, British Airways and KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines stopped flights to Tehran due 

to what they publicized as “negative results 
and financial outlook.”

Under the 2025 Tourism Vision Plan, the 

country is expecting to increase the number 
of tourism arrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 
to 20 million.

H E R I T A G E
d e s k

T O U R I S M
d e s k

Iran’s H1 foreign arrivals 
up over 51% y/y

TEHRAN — Iran’s northern Golestan province, 
which is home to various ethnic communities, 

is preparing to hold the 12th International Festival of Tribes 
Culture on the theme of “unity between tribespeople”.

The first leg of the festival will be held in the capital city of 
Gorgan from November 20 to 23 while the second is scheduled 
to take place in the city of Gonbad-e Qabus between November 
25 and 28, CHTN reported. 

The festival will embrace a wide scenes of regional arts, hand-
icrafts, workshops, souvenirs, culinary traditions and tourist-at-
traction exhibits, as well as live performances.

Similar to previous editions, the event will convene diplo-
mats, cultural officials, indigenous performers, craftspeople, and 
artists from Iran and neighboring countries such as Armenia, 
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Iraq, and Afghanistan.

The one-millennium-old, UNESCO-registered Gonbad-e Qa-
bus is one of the most significant tourist destinations in Golestan 
province, neighboring the Caspian Sea.

Golestan province preparing 
for tribes festival 

 Anjar      

Founded during the Umayyad period under Caliph Walid Ibn 
Abd Al-Malak (705-715), the city of Anjar, bears outstanding 
witness to the Umayyad civilization. 

Anjar, located in modern Lebanon, is an example of an 
inland commercial center, at the crossroads of two important 
routes: one leading from Beirut to Damascus and the other 
crossing the Bekaa and leading from Homs to Tiberiade. 

The site of this ancient city was only discovered by ar-
chaeologists at the end of the 1940s.  Excavations revealed a 
fortified city surrounded by walls and flanked by forty towers, 

a rectangular area (385 x 350 m). 
Dominated by gates flanked by porticos, an important 

North-South axis and a lesser East-West axis, superposed 
above the main collectors for sewers, divide the city into four 
equal quadrants.  

Public and private buildings are laid out according to a 
strict plan: the great palace of the Caliph and the Mosque in 
the South-East quarter occupies the highest part of the site, 
while the small palaces (harems) and the baths are located 
in the North-East quarter to facilitate the functioning and 
evacuation of waste waters. 

Anjar was never completed, enjoying only a brief existence. 
In 744, Caliph Ibrahim, son of Walid, was defeated and after-
wards the partially destroyed city was abandoned. Vestiges 
of the city of Anjar therefore constitute a unique example of 
8th century town planning. 

(Source: UNESCO) 

ROUND THE GLOBE 

Researchers in Egypt have discovered a 
4,500-year-old ramp system used to haul 
alabaster stones out of a quarry, and news 
reports have suggested that it could provide 
clues as to how Egyptians built the pyramids. 
Yet while the ramp system is a significant 
technological discovery, the pyramid con-
nection is still a bit of a stretch.

Archaeologists from the French Institute 
for Oriental Archaeology in Cairo and the 
University of Liverpool discovered the ramp 
system’s remains in an ancient alabaster quar-
ry at Hatnub, a site in the Eastern Desert. 
The ramp system dates at least as far back 
as the reign of Pharaoh Khufu, who built the 
Great Pyramid at Giza.

“This system is composed of a central 
ramp flanked by two staircases with nu-
merous post holes,” Yannis Gourdon, co-di-
rector of the joint mission at Hatnub, told 
Live Science. “Using a sled which carried 
a stone block and was attached with ropes 
to these wooden posts, ancient Egyptians 
were able to pull up the alabaster blocks 
out of the quarry on very steep slopes of 
20 percent or more.”

It’s difficult to tell the significance of this 
discovery since the archaeologists haven’t 
yet published their research on it, says Kara 
Cooney, a professor of Egyptian art and ar-
chitecture at the University of California, 
L.A., who is not involved in this research.

“It’s a stretch to take an alabaster quarry 
and say this is how the pyramids were built, 
because the pyramids weren’t built out of 
alabaster,” she says. “The way that the an-
cient Egyptians cut and moved stone is still 
very mysterious.”

Alabaster is a softer mineral, different from 
the heavy stone blocks with which Egyptians 
built the outer structure of the pyramids.

“We actually don’t know [their] mech-
anism of cutting hard stones like red gran-
ite,” she says. “And we still don’t know 
how the ancient Egyptians lifted blocks 
weighing hundreds of tons up the sides 
of the pyramids.”

Most Egyptologists already think that 
Egyptians used ramp systems to built the 
pyramids, but there are different theories 

about what types they used. Cooney says 
experts have theorized they could’ve used 
straight ramps that went up the pyramid’s 
outside walls, ramps that curved around 
these walls or ramping systems inside the 
pyramid itself.

So although the ramp system discovery in 
the alabaster quarry does tell us something 
about Egyptians’ technological knowledge, it 
doesn’t answer the big questions about how 
they built the pyramids. And that’s exactly the 
way the ancient Egyptians would’ve wanted it.

Just as “any authoritarian regime is going 
to hide their secrets as long and as best as 
they can,” Cooney says, the Egyptians pur-
posefully left no record of how they built 
their pyramids.

“The pyramids are there as mountains 
of stone proving the otherworldly nature of 
their god-kings. You stand in front of those 
pyramids and you feel it’s impossible to build 
such a thing.” That means, she says, that “the 
propaganda is still working.”

(Source: History.com) 

ATHENS (AP) — Greece’s Culture Ministry says 
a Greek farmer’s recent discovery of a fragment of 
an ancient statue while tilling his field has yielded 
three more statues and several graves in the past 
month.

Archeologists have been busy since mid-October, 
digging part of a field near the central Greek town 
of Atalanti, 150 kilometers (94 miles) northwest 
of Athens. The dig began after the farmer found 

the torso of an ancient kouros (young man) and 
immediately alerted the authorities.

The ministry said Saturday that a total of four 
large fragments of life-size limestone statues of young 
men have been found, along with a triangular statue 
base. All include torsos, with the largest fragment 
including a head. Deeper down, seven graves with 
several unspecified findings have been unearthed, 
likely part of a larger cemetery.

How did Egyptians build the pyramids? 

More ancient statues, graves 
unearthed in a Greek field

UNESCO-registered Gonbad-e Qabus

TEHRAN — Iran’s southern Fars province will 
play host to the 10th Pars tourism exhibition 

from December 12 to 15, aiming to explore potential for medical 
and religious travels. 

“So far, the religious tourism of Fars province has been paid 
less attention that would be emphasized in this year’s exhibition,” 
Fars province’s tourism chief said in a press conference on Sunday. 

“Also, Fars province is exemplary in the field of medical tour-
ism,” Mosayeb Amiri added, CHTN reported. 

The exhibit will also highlight handicrafts, hotels and eco-lodges, 
marine and air sports, air traveling, online booking, free trade 
zones, recreational activities amongst others. 

A poster for the 10th Pars tourism exhibition was unveiled 
in the press conference. 

Fars exhibit to sharpen focus 
on medical, religious tourism 
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Tourists from Hong Kong visit Persepolis, a UNESCO-registered property in southern Iran, February 11, 2016. (AFP Photo/Behrouz 
Mehri)
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Rouhani lauds CHHTO for full 
restoration of Ali Qapu 

TEHRAN — President Hassan 
Rouhani has appreciated the Cul-

tural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization 
for fully restoration of the landmark Ali Qapu Palace. 

“Preservation of ancient works are of especial 
importance,” Rouhani wrote on November 3 in a 
letter to CHHTO Director Ali-Asghar Mounesan, 
ISNA reported. 

“I appreciate the organization. Preservation of 
ancient works [of art], particularly magnificent 
monuments in Isfahan, are of especial importance. 
Provincial governorates and municipalities should 
cooperate in this regard,” the letter reads. 

Some 13 years of rehabilitating projects on Ali 
Qapu has recently come to an end as scaffoldings are 
removed from the facade of 17th-century monument.

Built at the very end of the 16th century as a 
residence for Shah Abbas I, a Safavid king, the 
six-storey palace overlooks the UNESCO-registered 
Imam Square.

Profusion of tree-lined boulevards, Persian gar-
dens and important Islamic buildings give Isfahan 
a highly touristic appeal that is unmatched by many 
other Iranian cities. In addition, the city is home to 
many versatile artisans who underpin its reputation 
as a living museum of traditional culture.President Hassan Rouhani writes a letter in an undated photo.

The discovery of a 4,500-year-old ramp offers clues about Egyptians’ technological knowledge



Scientists are warning that rising temper-
atures caused by climate change will turn 
cities worldwide into ideal rat breeding 
grounds. 

Several U.S. cities including New York, 
Chicago, and Boston pump millions of dol-
lars each year into their respective battles 
against a rat population explosion. 

But scientists predict that a global warm-
ing of “2 degrees” Celsius, or 3.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit, will occur across the globe 
by the end of this century. This increase 
of warmer winters and hotter summers 
provides the most fertile breeding ground 
for rats to reproduce at staggering rates. 

Bobby Corrigan, a “rat czar” from Cornell 
University, explained to several news outlets 
last year that the rodents have a gestation 
period of 14 days. And as Bloomberg noted 
this week, rat babies can start reproducing 
after just one month of life, meaning one 
pregnant rat can lead to 15,000 to 18,000 
new rats in under one year.

 Rat infested breeding ground
Scientists are warning that rising tem-

peratures caused by climate change will 
turn cities worldwide into rat infested 
breeding grounds.

A board of health director for a Boston 
suburb claimed to have “reports of 25 to 
30 rats playing in puddles,” The Boston 
Globe reported last month. In New York, 
tenants in public housing communities told 
the Daily News “They’re getting bigger and 
bigger. They’re in apartments.” 

A 43-year-old Marcy projects tenant 
told the newspaper that the rats don’t even 
scurry away when approached by humans 
because they feel so comfortable in some 
parts of the buildings. 

“They don’t even run,” Lenore told the 
newspaper in October. “They just sit there. 

It’s crazy, they’re not afraid of people.” 
According to the National Pest Manage-

ment Association, the cities of Chicago, New 
York, Los Angeles, San Francisco-Oakland 
and Washington D.C. make the up five most 
rodent-filled urban areas in the country.

This is not the first warning that members 
of the science community ranging from 
rodentologists to biologists have given 
about warmer weather causing a rodent 
surge. The New Republic noted last year 
that the problem is expected to worsen 
as 70 percent of the world’s population 

is expected to live within cities by 2050.
  Orkin pest control

According to a 2016 USA Today report, 
calls to the Orkin pest control service, were 
“up 61 percent in Chicago; 67 percent in 
Boston; 174 percent in San Francisco; 129 
percent in New York City; and 57 percent 
in Washington, D.C.”

The rat reproduction phenomenon has 
had effects worldwide, with several New 
Zealand cities providing fertile breeding 
grounds for rats as they experienced one 
of the hottest summers on record.

“In some places we’re looking at a ten-
fold increase in the rodent population,” 
said Dr. Graeme Elliott, in an interview 
with The Guardian. The newspaper used 
a blaring headline warning of a coming 
“ratpocalypse.”

“We’ve had experience where we’ve 
had bird populations completely wiped 
out from high rat numbers, so horrible 
things can happen and we will probably 
see the worst of it next spring when birds 
are nesting again.”

(Source: Newsweek)
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A total of 1.1 gigawatts (GW) of solar 
have been installed around the world as 
of September, according to a new report 
by the World Bank (PDF). That’s similar 
to the amount of traditional solar panel 
capacity that had been installed around 
the world in the year 2000, the report says. 

The World Bank expects that, like 
traditional solar 18 years ago, we’re likely 
to see an explosion of floating solar over 
the next two decades.

That’s because floating solar is not 
simply “solar panels on water.” Solar 
panels prevent algae growth in dammed 
areas, and they inhibit evaporation from 
occurring in hotter climates. 

(According to Yale’s School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies, 
major lakes in the southwestern U.S. 
like Lake Mead and Lake Powell can lose 
more than 800,000 acre-feet of water to 
evaporation per year, and the adorably-
described “floatovoltaics” could prevent 
up to 90 percent of that evaporation.”) 

 Floating solar
Additionally, floating solar avoids 

taking up space on land that is priced 
at a premium. In Northern California, 
for example, a floating solar installation 
was added to a nearby reservoir because 
the land around it was better used for 
growing grapes.

Another benefit of floating solar is 
that ground doesn’t have to be leveled 
before the plant is installed. Usually, 

fixed-tilt panels are attached to a floating 
platform that’s moored to the bottom 
of the reservoir. Most systems send 
electricity through floating inverters, 
although in some smaller installations 
the inverters are situated on land.

The downside is, of course, cost. 
Floating platforms and water-resistant 
wiring are more expensive for water-
dwelling panels than for their land-based 
counterparts. As solar PV panel prices 
have been falling, however, the extra cost 
to make a floating system might save it 
from being considered too expensive.

The World Bank contends that the 
real value of floating solar is going to 
become obvious as more and more panels 
are paired with hydroelectric systems.

Floating solar and hydroelectric dams 
actually work in a pretty nice symbiosis. In 
some areas, hydroelectric dams produce 
energy in an extremely predictable manner. 
In these cases, the electricity can be used 
to augment the more variable solar energy 
coming from the panels. 

In other cases, hydroelectric 
energy wanes in times of drought, and 
solar energy can be used to augment 
hydroelectric power when water levels 
are low. 

“Floating solar may therefore be of 
particular interest where grids are weak, 
such as in Sub-Saharan Africa and parts of 
developing Asia,” the World Bank writes.

(Source: arstechnica.com)

Floating solar is more than panels on a 
platform — it’s hydroelectric’s symbiont

Washington State University researchers 
have seen cognitive changes in the offspring 
of rats exposed to heavy amounts of cannabis. 
Their work is one of the rare studies to look 
at the effects of cannabis during pregnancy. 
The drug is the most commonly used illicit 
substance among pregnant women.

Ryan McLaughlin, an assistant professor 
of Integrative Physiology and Neuroscience, 
exposed pregnant rats to various concen-
trations of cannabis vapor and documented 
how the offspring of those exposed to high 
amounts had trouble adjusting their strategy 
to get sugar rewards.

“Prenatal exposure to cannabis may cause 
meaningful changes in brain development 
that can negatively impact cognitive func-
tioning into adulthood,” McLaughlin and 
his colleagues wrote in a summary for a 
presentation Sunday at the Society for Neu-
roscience’s annual meeting, Neuroscience 
2018, in San Diego.

 New model of exposure
The researchers used a new model of 

exposure, vaporizing cannabis extracts to 
recreate the way humans most often use 
the drug. Pregnant rats, or dams, received 
various amounts of vapor. Controls received 
none, while others got cannabis-free va-
por, or vapor with low or high amounts 
of cannabis. The smoke, administered in 
atmospherically controlled cages over two 
hour-long sessions per day from before 
pregnancy through gestation, raised the 
THC levels in the blood to that of a person 

who has had a few puffs.
About 60 offspring were submitted to a 

task similar to the Wisconsin Card Sorting 
Test, an 80-year-old method of testing a 
human’s flexibility when the conditions of 
positive reinforcement change. Rats were 
first trained to press one of two levers, learn-
ing that they got sugar when they pressed 
the lever near a light. The next day, they 
got a sugar reward when they pressed the 
left or right lever, regardless of the light.

Rats exposed to cannabis in utero learned 
the first rule easily enough. But rats ex-
posed to a high concentration of cannabis, 
“showed marked deficits in their ability to 
shift strategies when the new rule was im-
plemented,” the researchers wrote.

Rats from dams exposed to high levels 
of cannabis often appeared to learn the 
new reward strategy, hitting the correct 
lever several times in a row. But they would 
not keep to the strategy long enough to 
strike the right lever ten times, like the 
offspring of dams exposed to less or no 
cannabis.

The “general take-home message is that 
we see deficits, particularly in the domain 
of cognitive flexibility, in rats prenatally 
exposed to high doses of cannabis vapor,” 
McLaughlin said. “The impairment is not 
a general learning deficit, as they can learn 
the initial rule just fine. The deficit only 
emerges when the learned strategy is no 
longer resulting in reward delivery. 

(Source: phys.org)

Researchers see cognitive changes in 
offspring of heavy cannabis-using rats

Climate change could mean rat 
boom, scientists warn

Researchers test ‘LarvalBot’ 
drone that can help 
rehabilitate coral reefs
The Queensland University of Technology has developed 
“LarvalBot,” an underwater drone that might be the key to saving 
the world’s coral reefs.

The negative effects of global warming are already vastly 
felt by creatures that thrive within the world’s oceans. In the 
past couple of years, coral reefs, including the Great Barrier 
Reef in Australia, have seen a massive coral bleaching caused 
by unusually warm water.

Scientists fear that repeated coral bleaching events will kill 
corals that took years to grow. LarvalBot will aid in conserving 
these corals.

The process starts with scientists collecting coral spawns in 
which hundreds of millions of sperms and eggs released onto 
the water. The spawns are next reared into baby coral larvae 
inside controlled floating enclosures on the reef. Once developed, 
LarvalBot will deliver tiny baby coral larvae onto damaged reefs.

“We concentrate the larvae and put some of these into LarvalBot 
to gently squirt the larvae onto dead reef areas allowing it to 
settle and transform into coral polyps or baby corals,” explained 
Matthew Dunbabin, from the Institute for Future Environments.

Scientists plan to use LarvalBot on the damaged parts of the 
Great Barrier Reef. Later this month, the world’s largest coral 
reef system will be spawning and scientists believe that the drone 
will help speed up the recovery of affected ecosystems.

If successful, the surviving corals will grow and form new 
colonies. In about three years, the new corals will be able to 
reproduce by themselves.

Scientists estimate that with the help of LarvalBot, the new 
technique is up to 100 times better than previous methods. They 
aim to use three to four drones this month that will carry about 
200,000 coral larvae each.

(Source: Techtimes.com)

Scientists are one step 
closer to complex quantum 
teleportation
For future technologies such as quantum computers and quan-
tum encryption, the experimental mastery of complex quantum 
systems is inevitable. Scientists from the University of Vienna 
and the Austrian Academy of Sciences have succeeded in mak-
ing another leap. 

While physicists around the world are trying to increase 
the number of two-dimensional systems, so-called qubits, re-
searchers around Anton Zeilinger are breaking new ground. 
They pursue the idea to use more complex quantum systems 
as qubits and thus can increase the information capacity with 
the same number of particles. The developed methods and 
technologies could in the future enable the teleportation of com-
plex quantum systems. The results of their work “Experimental 
Greenberger-Horne-Zeilinger Entanglement Beyond QuBits” is 
published recently in the renowned journal Nature Photonics.

Similar to bits in conventional computers, QuBits are the 
smallest unit of information in quantum systems. Big companies 
like Google and IBM are competing with research institutes 
around the world to produce an increasing number of entan-
gled QuBits. 

The clear motivation is to develop a functioning quantum 
computer. A research group at the University of Vienna and the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences, however, is pursuing a new path to 
increase the information capacity of complex quantum systems.

The idea behind it is simple: instead of just increasing the 
number of particles involved, the complexity of each system 
is increased. 

The “special thing about our experiment is that for the 
first time it entangles three photons beyond the conventional 
two-dimensional nature,” explains Manuel Erhard, first author 
of the study. For this purpose, the Viennese physicists use 
quantum systems which have more than two possible states 
- in this particular case, the angular momentum of individual 
light particles. 

(Source: eurekelert.org)

Scientists are warning that rising temperatures caused by climate 
change will turn cities worldwide into rat infested breeding grounds.

Physics tells us that a hammer and a feather, 
dropped in a vacuum, will fall at the same rate 
– as famously demonstrated by an Apollo 15 
astronaut on the Moon. Now, CERN scientists 
are preparing to put a spooky new spin on 
that experiment, by dropping antimatter in 
a vacuum chamber to see if gravity affects it 
the same way it does matter – or if antimatter 
falls upwards instead.

For every particle of matter there’s a 
corresponding antimatter particle, which 
is identical in every way except that it has 
the opposite charge. That means that if 
matter and antimatter touch, they annihilate 
each other in a flash of energy – which 
understandably makes it tricky to study. 
Scientists at CERN first managed to trap 
and study the stuff back in 2010, albeit only 
for a fraction of a second. The following year 
that time was increased to a more useful 
16 minutes.

Predictions say that antimatter particles 
should mostly follow the same rules as their 
normal counterparts, but it’s worth double-
checking to be sure – after all, any other 
differences could bring into question the 
entire Standard Model of particle physics. A 
few years ago, the CERN team trapped and 
studied the optical spectrum of antihydrogen 
for the first time and, breathing a big sigh 
of relief, found that it was identical to that 
of hydrogen.

 Reacting to gravity
Another fundamental question is 

whether antimatter reacts to gravity the 
same way. Again, predictions say it should 
fall like regular matter, but there’s about 
a one-in-a-million chance that it actually 
falls up instead. So far, antimatter has 
only been studied while suspended in 
an electromagnetic trap, since letting it 
fall to the bottom (or top?) of any normal 
container will destroy it.

Two new experiments at CERN are ready 
to test out the problem. In both cases, after 
the antimatter is created, the scientists 
will switch off the electromagnetic traps 
holding it, then examine where in the tube 
the annihilations occur. That will allow 
them to measure the effects of gravity 
on antiatoms, and see if there are any 
discrepancies.

The main difference between the two 
experiments is how they go about creating 

the stuff, and getting it ready for the drop. 
The first, known as ALPHA-g, is based on 
the existing ALPHA equipment that allows 
scientists to create and trap antimatter, 
but turns it vertically. 

 Neutral anithydrogen
Antiprotons are collected from the 

Antiproton Decelerator (AD) and bound 
to positrons (or anti-electrons) to create 
neutral anithydrogen atoms. That neutrality 
is important, since carrying a charge could 
have an effect on the results and obscure 
the influence of gravity.

The second experiment, known as 
GBAR, gets its antiprotons from the ELENA 
deceleration ring, and combines them with 
positrons from a small linear accelerator. 
Together, that makes antihydrogen ions, 
which are then ultracooled to 10 microkelvin 
and made neutral by stripping them of a 
positron by hitting them with a laser. The 
resulting neutral antihydrogen is then 
subjected to the drop test.

Unfortunately, both experiments are 
racing the clock. In a few weeks’ time, 
CERN’s accelerators are due to be shut 
down for two years as the facility undergoes 
an intensive upgrade known as the High-
Luminosity Large Hadron Collider (HL-
LHC). Ideally, one or both will be able to 
be conducted before that happens.

(Source: New Atlas)

Astronomers have detected 
one of the oldest stars in the 
entire universe
Whenever we hear of stars discovered that formed just after the 
Big Bang, they’re very far away, in the far reaches of the visible 
Universe. But now astronomers have spotted something new: 
a star that’s around 13.5 billion years old, right here in our own 
Milky Way galaxy.

The smoking gun is its metal 
content. In the very early Uni-
verse, there were no metals. They 
were forged in the hearts of the 
first generations of stars, which 
spewed them forth into space 
upon their violent messy deaths.

This material was then mixed 
up in the formation of new stars, 
with each subsequent genera-
tion growing richer and richer 
in metals. The younger the star, 
the greater the metal content, 
or metallicity. 

2MASS J18082002–5104378 
B has the lowest metallicity of any star ever discovered - only 
about 10 percent of the metallicity of Earth. Its discovery could 
mean that the star-dense disc of our galaxy is much older than 
the 8-10 billion years previously estimated.

And it’s tiny - only about 10 percent of the mass of the Sun, 
right on the edge of the lower limit for hydrogen burning.

“We’ve never discovered a star so low mass and made of so 
few grams of metals,” astrophysicist Andrew Casey of Monash 
University in Australia told sciencealert.com.

“This discovery tells us that the very first stars in the Universe 
didn’t have to all be massive stars that died long ago. These 
ancient stars could form from very small amounts of material, 
which means some of those relics from soon after the Big Bang 
could still exist today. 

Its incredibly small size is how 2MASS J18082002–5104378 
B managed to remain undetected for so long, even though it’s 
right here in the Milky Way: it’s incredibly faint.

(Source: sciencealert.com)

New CERN gravity experiments aim to get to the bottom of the matter



Without water, 
everything 
withers
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A young Bosnian MP who denounced her uncle’s war crimes, 
a member of the Syrian opposition and a Gambian women’s 
rights campaigner are among the female parliamentarians 
who will sit in the House of Commons chamber this week.

A landmark event on Thursday will celebrate the 
centenary of women’s suffrage in the UK, involving 
more than 100 female politicians from around the world, 
from Afghanistan to the Vatican.

Among those will be a young Bosnia and Herzegovina MP, 
Lana Prli?, who came to national prominence for supporting 
her uncle’s sentence for war crimes against Bosnian Muslims.

Prli?, who was elected last month and serves as vice-pres-
ident of the country’s Social Democratic party, has cam-
paigned against nationalism and ethnic segregation, which 
she experienced growing up in Mostar.

After her uncle Jadranko Prli?’s indictment, she issued a 
press statement calling for the court’s decision to be respected 
and upheld, prompting anger from some nationalists. Prli? 
said the conference was a chance for her as a new female 
MP to share examples of good practice.

“I was raised by a single mom, and through my life I saw 
[from] that example how women can be strong, doing at 
the same time visible and invisible jobs for the society, for 
the community, for family,” Prli? said. “When one woman 
stands up for herself, she stands up for all women, and we 
as MPs must stand for all women, for all of us.”

Another attendee is Ya Kumba Jaiteh, a leader of the 
Gambia’s female lawyers’ association, who also chairs the 
country’s trade committee. Jaiteh will bring her infant 
daughter to the conference, the Department for Interna-
tional Development said.

The Gambian MP said she was pushing for 50% female 
representation in both parliament and the cabinet.

“Men will never empower women willingly but ‘unpower 
them’ in the name of tradition and religion,” she said. “The 
conference will provide me the opportunity to learn from 
MPs from countries with high representation of women in 
parliament, [about] how this was achieved.”

Others slated to attend include the first female speaker 
of the Bangladeshi parliament, Shirin Sharmin Chaud-
hury, and Bassma Kodmani, a prominent member of the 
Syrian opposition.

The international development secretary, Penny Mordaunt, 
who will make a speech to open the event on Thursday, said 
the women gathering from around the world had the same 
ambition: “to make women’s empowerment a global priority”.

She said many of the women who would attend the 
event had made history in their countries by increasing 
female representation.

“Now it’s up to us to advocate for vulnerable women around 
the world and give them a voice to fight for their rights and 
overcome violence, discrimination and repression,” she said. 

“Unless every woman can thrive and reach her full potential 
our nations and humanity will not reach its.”

It will be co-hosted by Labor’s former deputy leader 
Harriet Harman, who as the longest-serving female MP is 
“mother of the house”.

Ministers attending include Mordaunt; the leader 
of the Commons, Andrea Leadsom; the shadow home 
secretary, Diane Abbott; and the shadow equalities 
minister, Dawn Butler.

Working groups will look at different issues facing women 
parliamentarians around the world, including bullying, 
harassment and empowering women once they become 
MPs. Downing Street has not yet confirmed whether the 
prime minister will attend.

Later, the women will have an afternoon policy ses-
sion looking at women’s economic empowerment, ending 
violence against women and girls, family planning and 
breaking the barriers to girls’ education.

The event was almost scuppered after the Conservative 
MP Christopher Chope shouted “object” when the motion 
to host the gathering was put to the Commons this year, 
but it was later passed after an intervention by Mordaunt.

Chope had previously been the subject of a separate row 
after he objected to another private member’s bill to make 
“upskirting” a specific criminal offence.

(Source: The Guardian)

TEHRAN — A total 
number of 600,000 

women from the capital city of Tehran 
enjoyed the cultural, training and sports 
facilities provided by the municipality 
during the first half of the current Irani-
an calendar year, beginning on March 21.

The facilities are provided at Shahr-
banoo complexes built in 22 districts of 

Tehran, Fatemeh Rakei, head of women’s 
affairs department of Tehran Municipality 
said here on Sunday, focusing on physical 
and psychological health of women as the 
pivots of the families.

Accordingly, improving women’s 
social and cultural level has been on 
the agenda of city management, Mehr 
quoted her as saying.

Shahrbanoo complexes are working as 
women-only centers to create a safe and 
secure environment to meet the essential 
cultural, social, entertainment and sports 
needs of women, she explained.

The complexes aim at enriching the 
leisure time of women, creating happiness 
and joy for women, increasing women’s 
empowerment and social interactions.

Women’s suffrage UK centenary to be marked by female politicians
100 female parliamentarians from around the world are to sit in House of Commons

600,000 women enjoy recreational facilities of Tehran Municipality

TEHRAN — The cabinet of ministers 
chaired by President Hassan Rouhani 

approved on Sunday a bill, according to which, children 
born to Iranian mothers and foreign fathers are permitted 
to receive Iranian citizenship.

They are also allowed to get ID cards based on moth-
er’s request before the age of 18 and their own request 
after the age of 18, IRNA reported.

A campaign was launched a few years ago to change 

the law, under which only Iranian men could pass their 
nationality to spouses or children.

In recent years, the campaign to abolish the law 
was given an unexpected boost following the death of 
Maryam Mirzakhani, an award-winning Tehran-born 
mathematician who died of cancer in the United States 
on July 14, 2017. Mirzakhani’s only daughter, Anahita, 
has a Czech father and was thus ineligible for Iranian 
citizenship.

Children of Iranian mothers, foreign fathers 
to get Iranian citizenship
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TEHRAN — The Iranian vice 
president for women’s and fam-

ily affairs, Masoumeh Ebtekar, is to spectate the 
football match between Iran’s Persepolis and Japan’s 
Kashima Antlers at Tehran’s Azadi Stadium to pave 
the ground for women’s presence at stadiums.

On Saturday, Persepolis will host the Japanese 
team at the second leg of the 2018 AFC Champi-
ons League.

Certainly but gradually the ground will be paved 
for Iranian women’s presence at Stadiums to watch 
sports events, IRNA quoted the female vice presi-
dent as saying.

Women who were present at stadiums for watch-
ing pervious events were mainly the sportswomen 
who were allowed at stadiums following their own 
requests, said Ebtekar.

I do not promise hundred percent, but I try my 
best to solve this problem, said Ebtekar express-
ing optimism for increasing the number of women 
watching sports events at stadiums day by day.

A ban on women attending men›s football matches 
in Iran has existed since 1981, but earlier on June 2018 
female fans were allowed to attend live screenings of 
Iran›s first two games at the 2018 FIFA World Cup 
in Russia, at the Azadi Stadium in Tehran. 

On June 26, Ebtekar tweeted a video of women 
at the screening, saying it has created «a new ray of 
hope” and optimism that the ban may be formally 
overturned.
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Ebtekar paving way for women’s 

presence at stadiums

“-arium (orium)”
 Meaning: a place for
 For example: With their large mouths they are ca-

pable of swallowing smaller aquarium fishes.

Shake somebody/something up
 Meaning: to give someone a very unpleasant 

shock, so that they feel very upset and frightened
 For example: She was badly shaken up by the accident.

Spice things up
 Explanation: to make them more interesting or exciting
 For example: Instead of just buying Sam a birthday 

gift, let’s spice things up by taking him out for dinner.

PREFIX/SUFFIX PHRASAL VERB IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Retirees’ recruitment ban applies 
to Tehran mayor, says councilor 
Tehran Mayor Mohammad Ali Afshani is subjected to the newly adopted 
law banning the retired to be employed once again, councilor Elham Fakhari 
said on Monday. 
The law to ban employment of the retired was passed in mid-September by 
the Majlis [Iranian parliament] and it will be implemented by November 15. 
“Afshani is retired and as per the law he should resign,” Tasnim news agency 
quoted Fakhari as saying. 
The vice president for legal affairs [Laya Joneidi] has also said that all mayors, 
including Tehran mayor are subjected to the law, she said.

شهردار تهران مشمول قانون منع به کارگیری 
بازنشستگان می شود

افشانی تا ۲۴ آبان شهرداری تهران را ترک می کند
الهــام فخــاری عضــو شــورای اســامی شــهر تهــران بــا اشــاره بــه قانــون منــع بــه کارگیــری 

بازنشســتگان گفــت: محمــد علــی افشــانی شــهردار تهــران بازنشســته اســت.
ــق  ــا خبرگــزاری تســنیم گفــت:  افشــانی بازنشســته اســت و مطاب فخــاری در گفت‌وگــو ب

قانــون بایــد در مهلــت قانونــی از خدمــت کنــاره گیــری کنــد.
وی ادامــه داد: معــاون حقوقــی رئیــس جمهــور لعیــا جنیــدی هــم اعلام کــرد که شــهرداران 

از جملــه شــهردار تهــران مشــمول قانــون منــع به کارگیــری بازنشســتگان می شــود.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

Court issues injunction 
allowing hijab at school
The Songkhla Administrative Court has issued an injunction 
allowing Muslim students at a kindergarten in this southern 
province to wear headscarves, or “hijab”, to school without 
being punished.

The injunction suspended until further court decisions the 
enforcement of the dressing code of Pattani Kindergarten Wat 
Noppawongsaram on 20 students whose parents filed the peti-
tion with the court.

The move came after the Buddhist school prohibited the stu-
dents to wear hijab, saying it violated the school’s rules.

The parents of the students insisted on dressing their children 
according to tradition, citing the constitution.

The parent of at least one of the students received a letter from 
the school’s administration saying it would punish her daughter 
for violating the school rules by issuing a written warning.

(Source: Bangkok Post)

Persimmon bars

“Persimmon bars as done by my husband’s grandmother for 
years. A family holiday favorite. Sweet frosting tops these de-
licious cakes.”

  Ingredients:
1 cup persimmon pulp
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 egg, beaten
1 cup white sugar
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 cup raisins
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
1 cup chopped walnuts
1 cup confectioners’ sugar
2 tablespoons lemon 

 Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Lightly grease 

a 10x15 inch jelly roll pan.
In a small bowl, stir together persimmon pulp and baking 

soda; set aside. In a separate bowl, mix together egg, white sugar, 
vegetable oil and raisins.

In a large bowl, stir together flour cinnamon, nutmeg, salt 
and cloves. Stir persimmon mixture and egg mixture into the dry 
ingredients. Fold in walnuts. Spread batter into prepared pan.

Bake in preheated oven for 20 minutes. Meanwhile, combine 
confectioners’ sugar and lemon juice. Stir until sugar is dissolved. 
Remove bars from oven and spread with glaze.

L E A R N  E N G L I S H
Bowling 
A: Alright, so the first thing that you need to know about 
bowling is that you should never cross that line where the 
lane begins.
B: Why not?
A: Because they polish and oil it to make the ball slide down. 
If you step there you will slip and fall.
A: OK, so I got my bowling shoes, my ball, and our names on 
the scorecard, so now, how the heck do I play this?
A: You throw the ball down the lane and try to knock down 
all the pins. If you do, that is called a strike. If you don’t 
knock them all down on the first try, then you get a chance 
to get the spare. After ten frames, we add up the points and 
see who has the most. Three hundred is a perfect score, but 
very hard to get.
B: Got it! OK, I’m gonna give it a go. Oh no! My ball went in 
the gutter!
A: I told you, it’s harder than you think. Now let a pro show 
you how it’s done.

  Key vocabulary
bowling: a game where you try to knock pins down with a ball
polish: to make smooth and glossy, esp. by rubbing or friction
lane: any narrow or well-defined passage, track, channel, 
or course
knock: to strike in collision
gutter: a sunken channel on each side of the lane
pro: an expert player

  Supplementary vocabulary
split: separate or apart
perfect game: a game in bowling of 12 consecutive strikes.
pin: a small, slender, often pointed piece of wood, metal
strike: to hit, collide
gutter ball: A ball that goes into the gutter

(Source: irlanguage.com)

A student wears hijab at Pattani Kindergarten at Wat  
Noppawongsaram. (Photo by Abdulloh Benjakat)
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For many Americans, Tuesday’s congression-
al midterm elections are a referendum on 
President Donald Trump’s divisive persona, 
hardline policies and pugnacious politics.

But at a Trump rally on Sunday in a crowd-
ed airport hangar in Macon, Georgia, and 
at other such events, the elections are a far 
different proposition: a vote to protect a 
leader supporters see as under siege, whose 
inflammatory rhetoric is a necessary price 
for a norm-shattering era of change.

“He is putting people back to work,” said 
Barbara Peacock, 58, a retired postal worker 
from Macon, Georgia, as she perused Trump 
2020 merchandise. “He is telling it like it is.”

At rallies overflowing with red-hatted, 
mostly white supporters in conservative 
pockets of the country, she and many other 
Trump supporters credit the president with 
making the country - and their lives - better.

Rallying together, bedecked in Trump 
shirts and waving “Make America Great 
Again” and “Finish the Wall” signs, they 
hope to make Trump’s ideas the dominant 
force in American political life for decades 
to come.

They face strong headwinds. Nationally, 
about 52 percent of Americans disapprove 
of Trump’s performance. More people say 
they would vote for a Democratic candidate 
than a Republican in Tuesday’s congression-
al elections, Reuters/Ipsos polling shows.

But pro-Trump Republicans are eager 
to defy expectations, just as the president 
did with his 2016 victory.

In Grand Rapids, Michigan, pro-Trump 
activist Ben Hirschmann, 23, sees Tuesday’s 
elections as decisive for Trump’s vision of 
America.

“Trump’s not on the ballot, but he is on the 
ballot,” he said at a phone-bank event at the 
local Republican headquarters. “Everything 
we voted for in 2016 is on the line in 2018.”

Hirschmann is part of a group that or-
ganizes flash mobs at busy intersections in 
the Grand Rapids area, drawing 30 to 40 
people about twice a week to hold campaign 
signs for Republican U.S. Senate candidate 

John James.
 ‘Now we’re living good’

Trump has a clear strategy: drive Re-
publican turnout by focusing on illegal im-
migration, as a caravan of migrants moves 
through Mexico toward the U.S. border, 
while playing up gains in the economy and 
casting his Democratic opponents as an 
angry, liberal and dangerous “mob.”

“The choice could not be more clear,” 
he told supporters at a rally in Missoula, 
Montana. “Democrats produce mobs, Re-
publicans produce jobs.”

It is unclear if the strategy will work. Re-
publicans are expected to keep control of the 
Senate. But Democrats are widely favored 
to win the 23 seats they need to assume con-
trol of the House of Representatives, where 
Republicans are defending dozens of seats 
in largely suburban districts where Trump’s 
popularity has languished and Democrats 
have performed well in presidential races.

Trump’s rallies have focused mostly on 

Senate and gubernatorial battles in states 
he won in the 2016 presidential race – from 
Florida and Missouri to West Virginia and 
Ohio. A Trump adviser, who asked not to be 
identified, told Reuters: “These are places 
where data and polling information tells us 
that the president is of best use.”

At a rally in Johnson City, Tennessee, 
in early October, Jessica Lotz, 33, and her 
fiance, Chad Lavery, said Trump’s immigra-
tion policies resonated with them. During the 
2008 economic downturn, Lotz and Lavery 
said they saw construction, landscaping and 
housepainting jobs go to illegal immigrants 
while they struggled financially.

As the economy rebounded, so, too, did 
their fortunes.

“Now we’re living good,” Lavery said, 
crediting their ability to find work and better 
wages to Trump, who inherited an econo-
my that was already in one of the longest 
recoveries and gave it an additional boost 
with tax cuts.

 ‘Frustrated’
After a Trump rally in September in 

Springfield, Missouri, pro-Trump activist 
Brenda Webb sat for a late dinner at a res-
taurant with five friends who had driven to 
the rally from the St. Louis suburbs.

Webb and her friends had joined protests 
against former President Barack Obama in 
St. Louis in 2009 that were part of a broader 
conservative”Tea Party” movement centered 
on calls for smaller government, lower taxes 
and fewer regulations.

But the energy fizzled, she said. The group 
became animated talking about how Trump 
had given new focus to those early Tea Party 
goals of reclaiming government for ordinary 
citizens, not just the “elites” in Washington.

“We feel like he’s working to resolve all 
the problems that we are so frustrated by,” 
Webb said.

At the Springfield rally, Brian Whorton, 
who drove a few hours to see the president, 
confessed he voted for Obama twice before 
becoming a Republican. “I was not politically 
aware and awake. I thought, oh he’s cool and 
he’s a good speaker and an African-American 
guy,” Whorton said.

Trump’s policies, he said, were making 
a difference for him: He said his factory 
manager had credited Trump tariffs with 
raising profits at his plant.

In Ohio, Republican National Committee 
spokeswoman Mandi Merritt referred to pro-
Trump enthusiasts as a “grassroots army” 
that could be harnessed and dispatched to 
boost Republican voter turnout.

On a sunny day in October, Trump sup-
porter Kimmy Kolkovich joined a friend on 
the sidewalk at a busy intersection near the 
Ohio Statehouse in Columbus to urge people 
to register and vote.

“Even if I’m registering people who are 
going to vote for the other party, they’re 
seeing us out here in our hats, and that’s 
what’s important, all the little interac-
tions and conversations we’re having,” 
Kolkovich said.

(Source: Reuters)

Israeli settlers injure 
Palestinian infant in Nablus
A four-month-old Palestinian infant has been injured after 
Israeli settlers attacked her parents’ car traveling west of 
the northern occupied West Bank city of Nablus.

According to the Palestinian Ma’an News Agency, the 
incident took place late on Sunday as Ali Shawahneh, from 
Kafr Thulth village, east of the northern West Bank district 
of Qalqilyah, was heading home along with his family when 
Israeli settlers started hurling rocks and stones at their 
vehicle passing near the Havat Gilad settlement.

The attack by extremist Jewish settlers prompted Sha-
wahneh to slam on the breaks and suddenly stop, which 
resulted in his infant daughter’s head hitting the glass 
and her injury.

Reports said an Israeli military vehicle came to the scene 
and held the family at the location to take their statement 
on what had happened while the Shawahneh’s infant was 
crying. No ambulance was called to the scene.

After Shawahneh’s car was allowed to leave, the four-
month-old infant was admitted to a hospital in Nablus, 
where she was treated for her head injury, according to 
Palestinian medical sources.

Back on October 12, a 45-year-old Palestinian mother 
of eight children, identified as Aisha Muhammad Talal 
al-Rabi, was killed after a car she was travelling in with 
her family was hit by a stone thrown by Israeli settlers 
near Nablus.

In another incident on August 19, a Palestinian man 
and his three children suffered injuries when a group of 
extremist settlers violently pelted their car with stones in 
the northern part of the West Bank.

No one has been arrested in any of the settlers’ attacks 
against Palestinians on West Bank roads.

About 600,000 Israelis live in over 230 illegal settlements 
built since the 1967 Israeli occupation of the Palestinian 
territories of the West Bank and East Jerusalem al-Quds.

Palestinians want the West Bank as part of a future 
independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem al-
Quds as its capital.

Israel’s continued settlement expansion on Palestinian 
territories has been a major sticking point in Israeli-Pal-
estinian talks, which have stalled since 2014.

 Israeli forces shoot, injure Palestinian man 
over alleged stabbing attack

Meanwhile, Israeli military forces have shot and injured 
a Palestinian man in the southern part of the West Bank as 
tensions continue in the occupied Palestinian territories 
as part of the aftermath of US President Donald Trump’s 
recognition of Jerusalem al-Quds as Israel’s capital and 
relocation of the US embassy to the occupied city.

Israeli media outlets asserted that the unidentified 
knife-wielding Palestinian sought to stab a settler and an 
Israeli soldier at Elias Junction and near the entrance to 
the Kiryat Arba settlement in al-Khalil (Hebron), located 
30 kilometers (19 miles) south of Jerusalem al-Quds, on 
Monday afternoon.

In response, the soldier fired towards the alleged as-
sailant and “neutralized” him, the Israeli military said in 
a statement.

No Israeli troops or settlers were injured in the attempt-
ed attack.

The Palestinian man, who was apparently from the 
nearby town of Bani Na’im, was transported in a jeep to 
the Shaare Zedek Medical Center in Jerusalem al-Quds. 
He will then be taken to custody for questioning.

On December 21 last year, the United Nations General 
Assembly overwhelmingly voted in favor of a resolution that 
calls on the US to withdraw its controversial policy shift.

Despite the vote, the US went ahead with the embassy 
transfer on May 14, triggering demonstrations in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories, Iran, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, 
Tunisia, Algeria, Iraq, Morocco and other Muslim countries.

Israel’s crackdown in Gaza left over 60 protesters dead 
in the impoverished coastal enclave on that day alone.

Angered by Trump’s move, Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas boycotted his administration, saying Wash-
ington is no longer qualified to serve as the sole mediator 
in the decades-long conflict with Israel, and that an inter-
national mechanism should be devised to replace the US 
in the so-called peace process.

(Source: agencies)

U.S. won’t be able to impose 
its will 100% on Iran: 
ex-White House official

 1 
 The Head of the U.S. Treasury Steven Mnuchin has announced 

that Washington wants the world-wide payment network to cut 
off its services to the entities that were affected by Iran sanctions 
and warned that otherwise SWIFT might be sanctioned as well. 
Can U.S. do it?

A: It is hard to believe that the U.S. can do it but that is beyond 
my expertise.

 If Iran cannot export oil and cannot work by SWIFT, what 
means JCPOA for it? I mean if U.S. can impose their will on these 
two key issues for Iran, is it rational for Iran stay in JCPOA? What 
is the EU and Russia and China in this regard?

A: I don’t think that the U.S. will be able to impose its will 100%.  
Some countries will circumvent the sanctions.  The questions 
are, how great a fractional loss of oil exports Iran will suffer and 
how much the price of oil will rise, which would partially offset 
Iran’s losses? 

In any case, I would hope that Iran would stay within the 
JCPOA.  There is a saying that “two wrongs do not make a right.”  
The constraints that Iran agreed to in the JCPOA do not harm 
Iran and they could be the first step toward preventing a nuclear 
arms race with Saudi Arabia and perhaps other countries in the 
Middle East and possibly U.S. military attacks on Iran, which 
I believe that the current leaderships in both Israel and Saudi 
Arabia would like to provoke. 

I would like to see as an alternative to such a scenario an end 
to national enrichment by all countries and the adoption of multi-
national control of enrichment as Germany, the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom did for themselves when they established a 
joint enrichment company, URENCO.  I would like to point out 
that the United States had a national enrichment company but it 
went bankrupt and now the only enrichment plant in the United 
States is one that was built by and is owned by URENCO.  This 
result was not achieved deliberately but I believe that it is good 
for the nonproliferation regime and does no harm to the U.S.

ساعت:                      امضاء سردبیر: ساعت:                    امضاء ادیتور: ساعت:               امضاء مسئول صفحه: ساعت:          19:40           امضاء صفحه آرا:

For Trump supporters, elections a 
battle for his vision of America

Speaker of Sri Lanka’s parliament has said 
he will not accept Mahinda Rajapaksa as 
the new prime minister until he proves a 
majority in 225-member parliament.

President Maithripala Sirisena fired the 
sitting Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesing-
he on October 26 and appointed Rajapaksa 
- a controversial former president - in his 
place, throwing the country in a constitu-
tional crisis with two rival prime ministers.

“The majority of the members are of the 

view that the changes done in the parliament 
are unconstitutional and against the traditions,” 
Karu Jayasuriya, the speaker of parliament 
from Wickremesinghe’s United National Party 
(UNP), said in a statement on Monday.

“Therefore, I am requested by the 
majority of the parliament to accept the 
position which was prior to these changes. 
Until the new group shows the majority, 
I will have to accept the status quo prior 
to the changes.”

 ‘Too late’
On Sunday, Sirisena ordered parliament 

to reconvene in 10 days to resolve the pro-
tracted political crisis, drawing sharp crit-
icism from Wickremesinghe’s party which 
decried it as “too late”.

Sirisena had suspended parliamentary 
proceedings until November 16 after abruptly 
firing Prime Minister Wickremesinghe last 
week and replacing him with Rajapaksa.

The United Nations and many Western 

countries have urged Sirisena to summon 
the House immediately.

Mangala Samaraweera, a member of 
UNP, condemned Sirisena’s decision to re-
call parliament two days prior to the initial 
suspension order, saying it was “an eyewash 
to appease the ever increasing” international 
and local pressure.

The deposed leader has demanded a vote 
to prove his majority. But in recent days, a 
steady stream of defections has eroded his 
narrow majority in the House.

At least eight legislators from the UNP 
and a member of an opposition party have 
now crossed over to the Sirisena and Ra-
japaksa-led United People’s Freedom Al-
liance (UPFA), which had the backing of 
96 legislators prior to the crisis.

Nearly all politicians who left the UNP 
took up ministerial posts in the new cabinet.

While the president has the authority 
to appoint the prime minister, he does not 
have the power to sack the incumbent, le-
gal experts have said, citing constitutional 
amendments passed three years ago.

 Thousands march in support 
of Sri Lanka’s new government

Meanwhile, thousands of Sri Lankans are 
marching in support of a new government 
under the country’s former strongman.

The rally near Parliament Monday comes 
amid a deepening political crisis sparked 
by President Maithripala Siriena’s move to 
oust Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesin-
ghe, replace him with ex-leader Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, and suspend Parliament.

Supporters at the rally chanted “Whose 
power is this? Mahinda’s power!” Wickremes-
inghe has refused to vacate his official residence 
claiming he is the lawful prime minister while 
thousands of his supporters keep vigil.

Critics say the suspension of Parliament 
was meant to give Rajapaksa time to gather 
enough support to survive a no-confidence 
vote when lawmakers reconvene Nov. 14.

(Source: agencies)

Saudi Arabian warplanes strike al-Hudaydah and Sa’ada Prov-
inces in western Yemen, killing three people, including a child.

The aircraft targeted two displaced families in al-Hali 
District in al-Hudaydah, which lies along the country’s west 
coast, killing a couple and seriously injuring their child, 
Yemen’s al-Masirah television network reported on Sunday.

Subsequent Saudi aerial bombing of the area prevented 
arrival of rescue workers to retrieve bodies from the rubble, 
the network’s correspondent reported.

In Sa’ada, a child was killed after Saudi jets released 
dozens of missiles against Haydan District.

Saudi Arabia and many of its allies started invading 
Yemen in March 2015 to restore power to its former Ri-
yadh-friendly officials.

According to Yemen’s Health Ministry, more than 
15,000 have died since the onset of the warfare. This is 
while various reports put the death toll far higher, saying 
a Saudi-enforced media blackout has prevented proper 

investigation into the number of the fatalities.
The war has maimed the impoverished country’s infra-

structure, including health facilities.
The coalition maintains a closely-monitored blockade 

against al-Hudaydah’s capital, which takes in 70 percent 
of Yemen’s imports.

Reports say Saudi warplanes carried out over 80 air-
strikes on Hudaydah in only a day. A Yemeni armed forces 
spokesman said the army thwarted “enemy’s attempts to 
penetrate the defenses in Hudaydah.”

Since earlier in the week, it has intensified its attacks 
against the strategic port city. On Tuesday, it was reported 
that the Saudi-led allies had deployed 10,000 of their forces 
around the city, with an apparent intention to seize it entirely.

Also on Sunday, the United Nation’s children agency 
said Yemen had turned into a “living hell” for children.

Geert Cappelaere, regional director for the Middle East 
and North Africa at UNICEF, said that 30,000 children died 

of malnutrition each year in Yemen, while a child died every 
10 minutes from easily preventable diseases.

(Source: press TV)

Sri Lanka parliament speaker refuses to recognise Rajapaksa as PM

Child dies among 3 others in Saudi raids on Yemen
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Real Madrid and Adidas have 1,100 
million euro sponsorship deal agreed
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While the sporting crisis at Real Madrid with 
the poor results and performances that led to 
the sacking of Julen Lopetegui, has impacted 
in most areas of the club, commercially the 
brand is as strong as ever.

The 2017/18 budget, was given the go 
ahead by the club’s General Assembly with 
a budget of 751m euros, 11% more than the 
previous year.

The commercial area grew by 16% to 297m 
euros and the indications are that the income 
will grow to 305.24m euros this season. The 
sponsorship and licencing which are the main 
sources of income stand at 239.68m euros, 
an increase of 18.2%.

When Florentino Perez spoke in front of 
the fans about the historic period that the 
club is passing through both sporting and 
economic, before trying to push through 575m 
euros of spending on remodelling the San-
tiago Bernabeu, he had another agreement 
up his sleeve.

This was the renewal of the sponsorship 
deal with Adidas which is about to be signed 
and would mean 1,100m euros coming in 
over the next ten years.It would be a ground 
breaking deal in sports marketing in Europe, 
the contract of the century and make the shirt 
the most expensive in world sport.

With a guaranteed income each year of 
110m euros and another variable part de-
pending on merchandising that could see 
the figure rise to 150m euros, the club would 
double the 52m euros that they currently get 
from the German company.

To put this in perspecive, and compare it 
with Nike in the NBA, who kit out all the 21 
teams for 1,000m dollars over eight years. 
In other words 125m dollars, or 110m euros 
a season for 21 teams which is the same that 

Adidas will pay for just Real Madrid.
Another of the 16 sponsors that the club 

has, Fly Emirates, closed a deal in September, 
2017, for 70m euros a year and compares to 
the 55m euros that Rakuten pay Barcelona 
and Chevrolet gives to Manchester United.

The relationship between Adidas and Real 
Madrid goes back continuously to 1998 al-
though they also wore the same sponsor’s 
shirts in 1981. In fact that was the first year 
that the team wore a shirt with a sponsor’s 
name and until 1986 Madrid wore Adidas 
before changing to Hummel (until 1994) and 
Kelme (1994 to 1998).

The club’s marketing department have 

been working for several years with Adidas 
to seal the deal and there have been big dif-
ferences of opinion at times. Madrid felt that 
their current standing in the game was no 
longer reflected with the previous deal with 
contracts normally lasting for around ten 
years. The club’s strong position especially 
with the Champions League victories have 
gone in their favour.

A demonstration of the time that negoti-
ations have been ongoing, is that in May of 
last year Der Spiegel in collaboration with 
Football Leaks revealed an agreement between 
Adidas and Real Madrid from January, 2016.

In that document the conditions were 

of a deal of 70m euros and a minimum of 
30m euros more for merchandising, corre-
sponding to 22.5% of the net sales of Real 
Madrid goods.

This detail is important as it refers to a 
question often spoken in the street: of the 100 
euros for a shirt then the club retains 22.5%.

In this 140 page contract that includes 
everything and even relegation (in which 
case they would bring in 65m euros), they 
mark out the variables depending on titles. 
Winning the league meant a bonus of 2.5m 
euros from 2015 to 2019 and will go up to 
3.5m euros from 2020 to 2024. 

(Source: Marca)

UEFA president Aleksander 
Ceferin to ‘fight’ European 
Super League

UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin has said he will “fight against” 
the idea of a European Super League as long as he is at the top 
of European football’s governing body.

The latest batch of Football Leaks stories released by Ger-
man magazine Der Spiegel claimed on Friday that plans for a 
European Super League with 11 founding members: Manches-
ter United, Manchester City, Chelsea, Arsenal, Liverpool, Real 
Madrid, Barcelona, Paris Saint-Germain, Juventus and Bayern 
Munich remain intact.

The report added that, from as early as November 2018, the 
11 teams could sign a “binding team sheet” and commit to the 
new European Super League from 2021.

“It would damage football worldwide,” Ceferin told kicker. 
“It would be boring.

“To see Juve vs. Bayern every week would be more boring than 
let’s say Juve vs. Torino. It’s no question for me that I will fight 
and do all I can against such a league for as long as I am here.

“If we are talking about a closed system, we can forget about 
solidarity and the development of football. In the long run, the 
clubs would be the losers.”

Bayern CEO Karl-Heinz Rummenigge, meanwhile, rejected 
reports of the club’s push for such a league.

“I am not aware of any Super League news,” he was quoted as 
saying by kicker. “We neither have any knowledge about this nor 
have we participated in any talks. That’s out of the question for us.”

(Source: ESPN)

Xherdan Shaqiri has not made the trip to Serbia for Liverpool’s 
Champions League clash with Red Star Belgrade as Jurgen Klopp 
is keen to avoid off-the-pitch distractions.

Shaqiri would have been given an extremely hostile re-
ception in Belgrade after the Kosovo-born player celebrated 
a goal scored for Switzerland against Serbia at the World Cup 
with a gesture imitating a double-headed eagle, the Albanian 
national symbol.

Shaqiri also wore the image of a Kosovo flag on his boot.
Kosovo is a former Serbian province that declared independ-

ence in 2008, although Serbia does not recognise this.
“It’s a situation where we will go to the fantastic city of 

Belgrade as a football team to play football, Klopp told Liv-
erpool’s website. 

“We have heard and read the speculation and talk about what 
kind of reception Shaq would receive and although we have no 
idea what would happen, we want to go there and be focused 
100 percent on football and not have to think about anything 
else, that’s all. 

“We are Liverpool FC, a big club, a football team but we don’t 
have any message further than that. We have no political mes-
sage, absolutely not. We want the focus to be on a great game of 
football, free from anything else.

“We are keen to be respectful and keen to avoid any distractions 
that would take focus away from a 90-minute-plus contest that 
is important for football and only football. 

So for that reason, Shaq is not involved and he accepts and 
understands this. Shaq is our player, we love him, and he will 
play for us a lot of times, but not on Tuesday.

(Source: Soccernet)

A sculpture of Liverpool and Egypt football star Mohamed Salah 
unveiled in his home country is raising eyebrows on social media.

The artwork was put on display on Sunday at the World Youth 
Forum (WYF) being held in Sharm al-Sheikh.

It depicts the striker with his arms out wide in the goalscoring 
celebration he is known for. But people have suggested it looks 
more like singer Leo Sayer or Marv the burglar from the film 
Home Alone. 

The sculpture of Salah joins a long list of other sculptures 
in the football world that have left fans scratching their heads 
about likeness. It has drawn comparisons to a bust of Cristiano 
Ronaldo which was widely mocked after it was unveiled at Ma-
deira airport last year. 

Emanuel Jorge da Silva Santos, who sculpted the bust, spoke 
of his sadness about the online criticism of his effort afterwards. 
He was later given a second chance at it by website The Bleacher 
Report. The youth forum, where the statue of Salah was unveiled, 
was attended by thousands, including Egypt’s President Abdul 
Fattah al-Sisi. 

The event, which is in its second year, was created by young 
people in Egypt to help promote peace and prosperity.

Sculptor Mai Abdallah told Egyptian media that she created the 
statue because Salah stood as a symbol of excellence for Egyptian 
youth, describing the artwork as “distinguished and executable”.

(Source: BBC)

Liverpool omit Shaqiri for 
Red Star trip

Salah sculpture raises 
eyebrows in Egypt

Floyd Mayweather’s over-stated arrival to his unveiling as the 
new figurehead for a Japanese mixed martial arts promotion 
proved that no-matter what the event or the location, the 
American boxing legend will always be box office.

The undefeated 41-year-old announced he was coming out 
of a retirement on Monday and will top the bill at the Rizin 
Fighting Federation’s next card on Dec. 31, in a bout against 
a Japanese kickboxer with the rules yet to be determined.

Prior to Monday’s news conference, Mayweather gave 
a select number of media interviews over the weekend, but 
the identity of Rizin’s marquee recruit for the Saitama event 
had been kept under wraps.

So, with the logo for Mayweather’s ‘The Money Team’ 
brand ostentatiously emblazoned across the room, there 
was a palpable sense of intrigue ahead of the American’s 
late arrival.

When Mayweather finally appeared in front of the 
media in Tokyo, the American, whose boxing record is an 
unblemished 50-0, was far more subdued than his noisy 
introduction, substituting his usual bravado with a serious 
business-like tone.

“We want to continue and I want to continue to build 
my relationship with Money Team Tokyo, I want to contin-
ue to come over here and bring other fighters over here,” 
Mayweather explained during a somewhat stilted news 

conference.
 “My company have been making some huge fights happen 

in the U.S. but we look forward to taking the Mayweather 
promotions banner and the TMT (The Money Team) banner 
worldwide and if it means working with a great guy like 
this (Rizin president Nobuyuki Sakakibara) then there is 
no problem.”

It seems for Mayweather, who won boxing world titles at 

five different weight divisions, this fight is about expanding 
his brand and business interests overseas.

“I wanted to do something different. I always wanted 
to display my skills outside the U.S. and be in a special 
fight,” added Mayweather, who has fought every one of his 
professional bouts in the United States.

Mayweather’s latest move comes as a major shock after 
he announced his second retirement from the ring following 
his defeat of Irish mixed martial arts (MMA) star Conor 
McGregor in a crossover boxing match last year.

However, the most stunning aspect of Mayweather’s 
announcement is his decision to sign with an MMA brand, 
having never competed in the octagon before.

While boxing rules restrict bouts to the use of just punches, 
MMA also incorporates kicks, knees and elbow strikes, as 
well as wrestling, joint locks and chokes.

Mayweather and his team said they were still in nego-
tiations with Rizin over the rules and format of the fight, 
which should be “situated” in the coming weeks.

The identity of Mayweather’s opponent, Japanese kick-
boxer Tenshin Nasukawa — a fighter half the American’s 
age — muddies the waters yet further.

Nasukawa competes in both MMA and kickboxing, and 
has won all four of his cage fights.

(Source: Reuters)

Mayweather takes his money team to mystery fight in Japan

Niko Kovac is in danger of losing the dressing 
room at Bayern Munich, according to Germany 
legend Lothar Matthaeus, who believes the 
coach does not have the support of several 
stars. Bayern can reach the knockout stages 
of the Champions League if they beat reign-
ing Greek side AEK at home on Wednesday 
and Benfica lose at Ajax in the other Group 
E match. However, all is not entirely well 
with the Bavarian giants, who sit only third 
in the Bundesliga after Saturday’s 1-1 draw at 
home to Freiburg and are four points behind 
current league leaders Dortmund.

After just four months in charge, Kovac 
is under pressure and facing daily criticism 
from the German media.

“Bayern don’t currently have the relaxed 
attitude, the togetherness, the aggressive-
ness or the joy of simply playing,” Matthaeus, 
a former Germany captain who is now a 
TV pundit, told Sky. “I do not see anyone 
taking charge there. “Kovac failed to build 
a hierarchy at the beginning of the season 
and the whole thing is not right.

“Niko has to see that he gets this team 
behind him again.

“They are different players than the 
ones he has trained before.”

Matthaeus says Saturday’s episode, when 

Thomas Mueller’s wife criticised Kovac 
on Instagram for dropping her husband 
from the starting line-up, spoke volumes.

Lisa Mueller quickly deleted her post, 
later apologising to Kovac.

“This statement by Lisa Mueller - that 
sums up the mood,” said Matthaeus.

“These are the conversations going on at 
home, that not all players are behind Niko 
Kovac. There’s a dissatisfaction there.”

No player has spoken out publicly against 
Kovac. Yet despite winning the Bundesliga 
title for each of the last six seasons, Bayern 
have clearly been feeling the pressure when 
recent results have gone against them.

President Uli Hoeness and chairman 
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge launched an ex-
traordinary attack on the media a fortnight 
ago for “disrespectful, disgusting” reporting 
after a series of poor results.

On the field, defeats to Hertha Berlin 
and Borussia Moenchengladbach have seen 
Bayern take just 20 points from the first 10 
league games -- their worst haul since the 
2010/11 season, when Dortmund won the 
title. They could be seven points behind 
the current league leaders if they lose at 
Dortmund in Saturday’s showdown.

(Source: AFP)

With two minutes to go and his team 5-1 
up against Southampton in Sunday’s Pre-
mier League encounter, Manchester City 
manager Pep Guardiola put his head into 
his hands after witnessing a sloppy pass.

If that was slightly strange to see from 
a manager whose team had utterly out-
classed their opponents — and went on 
to add a sixth goal in stoppage time — it 
was certainly reflective of the Spaniard’s 
mentality.

Guardiola knows his team can beat the 
likes of Southampton easily and he surely 
feels they can repeat or even better last 
season’s record-breaking Premier League 
title success.

But what drives him is the desire to 
see his players do better in Europe than 
last season’s quarter-final exit, hence his 
focus on the lack of ‘stability’ in his team’s 
defending.

Despite the scoreline, Guardiola felt his 
team had shown vulnerability at the back.

“When they were close to our box, (I 
had) the feeling they can score goals,” said 
the former Barcelona manager.

“In the duels... not defending well the 
passing between the lines. We can improve 
and that is good. I like to have that feeling 

that we won 6-1 and are top but at the same 
time we have to improve in many situations 
to be a more stable team.

“When you concede those situations in 
next stage of Champions League you are 
out because the level is higher,” he said.

Raheem Sterling scored twice and was 
a constant threat down both flanks, oozing 
confidence and demonstrating skill, but 
Guardiola, while praising his winger, was 
quick to demand more.

“He is incredible form, he is sharp, fast, 
clever, fighting, decisive, he can play both 
sides and can play in the middle and receive 
the ball between the lines and commit the 
centre back with a lot of aggressivity,” he 
said.

“It was an incredible performance but 
still with the young guys like him and Leroy 
(Sane) I feel he can improve. Still he loses 
simple balls, like the Tottenham game when 
he made an amazing assist in the first few 
minutes but then lost a lot of balls. Still his 
pace and quality is incredible.”

But Guardiola acknowledged that he 
has already seen much improvement from 
the 23-year-old and he credits that to his 
mentality.

(Source: Mirror)

‘Not all Bayern stars behind Kovac” - 
Lothar Matthaeus

City and Sterling sparkle but Guardiola 
worries about defending
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A tight schedule, Kashima Antlers coach 
Go Oiwa is confident, will not stop the 
Japanese side from giving their best 
when they face Persepolis in the sec-
ond leg of the 2018 AFC Champions 
League final on Saturday.

Kashima, who will take a 2-0 lead 
into the return leg at the Azadi Sta-
dium, will first have to play Kashiwa 
Reysol in the J League on Tuesday, 
meaning the Persepolis tie on Sat-
urday will be their fourth match in 
11 days, having played Cerezo Osaka 
on October 31.

Fatigue is a genuine concern for 
Kashima’s fans, who desperately want 
to see their team lift the AFC Champions 
League title for the first time.

Oiwa, however, isn’t concerned about 
his team’s mental and physical state.

“We have been dealing with a tight 
schedule since the start of the season 
and I don’t think we should start us-
ing this as an excuse now. We are 90 
minutes away from winning the AFC 
Champions League and I believe the 
players will be up for it,” said Oiwa.

Kashima are currently fourth in 
the J League standings and with just 
three matches remaining before the 
season ends, they need the points to get 
into the 2019 AFC Champions League 
playoff places.

“We have a good squad of players 
and those who were given a chance to 
play against Cerezo Osaka delivered 
as we won 1-0. I am sure that they 
will do the same if given the chance 
against Kashiwa,” said Oiwa.

Oiwa is equally confident that his 
players will be mentally ready for the 
challenge Persepolis will surely pose 
in the return leg.

“The players may be physically and 
mentally tired now but after a couple 
of days of rest, they will be looking 
forward to the return leg.

“We know how supportive the Perse-
polis fans are but we have a great chance 
to win the AFC Champions League for 
the first time and my players will over-
come their mental and physical fatigue 
and be ready for the return leg.”

Kashima will have to be for Persep-
olis are unbeaten at home in the AFC 
Champions League this season, hav-
ing also overcome first leg deficits in 
the Round of 16 and quarter-finals to 
advance.

“We know that we will be playing 
in a stadium filled to the brim in the 
return leg but I don’t believe my play-
ers will be intimidated simply because 
we are focused on winning the AFC 
Champions League,” said Oiwa.

(Source: the-afc)

Tight schedule not an issue 
for Kashima

Godwin Mensha has spoken of Persep-
olis’ belief ahead of the second leg of the 
2018 AFC Champions League final by 
insisting the Iranian team have defeated 
better sides than Kashima Antlers in 
the tournament, as the pair prepare to 
clash at Azadi Stadium on Saturday.

Persepolis started well in the first leg 
at Kashima Soccer Stadium, but faded in 
the second half as the hosts took control. 
Goals from Brazilian duo Leo Silva and 
Serginho ultimately secured a 2-0 victory 
for Kashima and gave the Tehran side a 
mountain to climb in the return meeting.

But Persepolis have twice recovered 
from first-leg deficits in the knockout 
rounds, eliminating the United Arab 
Emirates’ Al Jazira and Qatar’s Al Duhail 
in dramatic fashion at Azadi Stadium, 
and the Japanese team will know the 
job is only half done ahead of what is 
sure to be an enthralling clash.

“We have not lost at home in the AFC 
Champions League, which is a very good 
point, so the most important thing is to try and 
score some goals,” said the Nigerian striker.

“[As the forwards], I hope me and 
[Ali] Alipour can help bring us back 
into the game. That is really important 
for the team because they really need 
us to work hard to score.

“We have played against many good 
teams who are better than Kashima. I 

think that Al Sadd were much better, 
but it’s just that we conceded cheap 
goals. We will work very hard and try 
to finish everything at home.”

After losing the first leg of the last 
16 3-2 against Al Jazira – a game in 
which both Mensha and Alipour scored 
– Persepolis recovered to win 2-1 at 
home and advance on away goals.

A similar situation occurred in the 
quarter-finals as the Tehran side lost 
1-0 away at Al Duhail before Mensha 
scored the decisive goal in a 3-1 home 
victory that secured a second successive 
semi-final appearance.

Now, for a third time, Branko Ivank-
ovic’s side will have to come from behind 
and face their toughest test yet as they 
go into the match two goals down and 
without an away goal.

“When we arrived [at Kashima Soccer 
Stadium] we felt their fans, but they now 
need to come and see what we have in 
Tehran; we expect our fans to support us 
in the final,” added Mensha, whose side 
have been inspired by capacity crowds 
at Azadi Stadium.

“It was a difficult result because we 
were trying to take a good result back 
home. We worked hard for the win but 
now I think it will be very hard because 
it’s the AFC Champions League final.

(Source: the-afc)

Mensha: We’ve beaten better teams 
than Kashima
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Esteghlal held by Machine 
Sazi: IPL

TEHRAN —  Esteghlal football team were 
held to a goalless draw by Machine Sazi in 

Iran Professional League (IPL) on Monday.
Esteghlal, who are under pressure after being knocked out of 

Iran’s Hazfi Cup, shared the spoils with the Tabriz based football 
team at the Bonyan Diesel Stadium.

“The draw in an away match is not so bad. Machine Sazi 
football team wanted to score on counter attacks and we had 
several chances but lacked the cutting edge,” Winfried Schaefer 
said in the post-match news conference.  

Esteghlal are sixth with 15 points after 11 matches, 11 points 
adrift of IPL leaders Padideh. 

Socceroos monitoring 
Arzani injury 

Football Federation Australia (FFA) performance staff have been 
in contact with medical staff at Celtic FC, and with Daniel Arzani 
directly, to monitor his current injury situation. 

Striker Arzani is due for further investigations and a re-
view with a knee specialist in Europe early next week, which 
will determine the full extent of his injury and the prognosis 
moving forward.

Socceroos head coach Graham Arnold said: “We have great 
confidence in the staff at Celtic FC to manage Daniel’s injury 
appropriately. FFA’s performance team will continue to liaise 
closely with Celtic and Daniel to provide Daniel with whatever 
assistance he requires.”

The 19-year-old, who turned heads at the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup Russia, went down clutching his knee barely 
20 minutes into his first game for Celtic against Dundee 
on Wednesday.

Arzani, who signed for English champions Manchester City 
before being sent on loan to Celtic, is set to miss Australia’s 
friendlies against Korea Republic and Lebanon later this month.

The Socceroos, however, will be hoping the talented player 
will be fit for their defence of the AFC Asian Cup in the United 
Arab Emirates on January 5-February 1.

(Source: AFP)

Iran to face the U.S. in 
Intercontinental Beach 
Soccer Cup opener 

TASNIM — Iran will start the 8th edition of the Intercontinental 
Beach Soccer Cup with a match against the U.S. on Tuesday. 

Team Melli, who have won the title once in the third edition 
in 2013, are in Group B along with three-time champions 
Russia, 2017 FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup runners-up Tahiti 
and the the U.S.

Marco Octavio’s team will also play Tahiti and Russia in the 
following days.

Group A consists of the UAE (host), Brazil, Egypt and Spain.
The tournament, which is organized by the Dubai Sports 

Council (DSC) and Beach Soccer Worldwide (BSWW), will be 
held in Dubai, the UAE from November 6 to 10.

AFC officials to visit Tehran

IRNA — Manager of Club Competitions and Executive Direc-
tor of Competitions Division of Asian Football Confederation 
will arrive in Tehran to attend the AFC Champions League 
(ACL) finals.

Pavel Luzanov and Shin Man Gil will arrive in the Iranian 
capital city of Tehran to prepare for the second leg of ACL finals. 

Other AFC executives and the referees will arrive in the weekend. 
The AFC president Sheikh Salman Bin Ibrahim is also slated 

to attend the game and tour the sports facilities and complexes 
of Iran’s national teams. 

250 officials of AFC, UEFA, and FIFA are expected to come 
to Tehran to watch the game and hold meetings related to the 
ACL finals and future tournaments. 

ACL finals will be held on November 10 between Iran’s Perse-
polis and the Japanese representative Kashima Antlers in Teh-
ran-based Azadi Stadium. 

Kashima defeated Persepolis 2-0 in the first leg held on No-
vember 3.

Iran insists Kashima would face FIFA 
fine after pitch invader ran onto the field

TEHRAN — The first 
leg of the 2018 AFC 

Champions League final between 
Kashima Antlers of Japan and Iran’s 
Persepolis was briefly suspended at 
the Kashima Stadium after an Iranian 
pitch invader ran onto the field on 
Saturday.

CCTV footage shows a man walking 
onto the pith with a flag in hand repre-
senting a political message while the 
stewards deliberately ignoring him. 

FIFA’s disciplinary code prohibits 
“political slogans in any form” with 
“anyone who provokes the general 
public during a match” facing fine.

The Japanese side will be penalized 
if they are found in breach of FIFA’s 
rules on allowing the pitch invader 
in the Saturday’s match in Ibaraki.

Kashima Antlers defeated Persepo-
lis 2-0, thanks to goals from Brazilians 
Leo Silva and Serginho.

In return, Persepolis will host 
the Japanese outfit in Tehran’s 
80,000-seater Azadi Stadium on 
November 10.

The Iranian national team star Peyman Hosseini highlights 
the spirit of the Persian team ahead of the Huawei Inter-
continental Cup Dubai 2018.

After finishing last year in second position, Iran are ready 
to take on the challenge of unseating Brazil as defending 
champions of the Intercontinental Beach Soccer Cup and 
seize back the crown they won in 2013.

Last year Iran made a great leap forwards. Besides making 
it to the final of the Huawei Intercontinental Cup 2017, the 
Persians also finished in third position in the FIFA Beach 
Soccer World Cup, their highest finish ever. On top of that, 
many players collected individual awards over the season, 
confirming the growth of Iranian beach soccer.

One of those players accumulating international recogni-
tion was star goalkeeper Peyman Hosseini, awarded as the 
best goalkeeper in the world in the Beach Soccer Stars 2017. 

Acknowledging that they have a real chance this year, Iran 
has been engaging in an intense training camp in Portugal 
over the past few weeks to get to the Huawei Intercontinental 
Cup in the best possible condition. And the team now feel 
more ready than ever: “We come to Dubai with one idea in 
mind: winning the Cup. We have one goal and we are focused 
to accomplish it”, said Hosseini. 

Talking about how his team will perform, the Iranian 
star revealed that many new faces will make their inter-
national debut at the event: “The team will come to Dubai 
with many young players, but with the same experienced 
core and our experienced coach, Marco Octavio, that have 

helped us achieve a new level in beach soccer”.
Iran will face tough opposition, and both Hosseini and the 

rest of the team know that, but they firmly belief that if they 
keep doing things as they have been doing so far, the chances of 
success are high: “Iran has made significant growth in the last 
years. Now we have a much more professional approach, on 
all levels. Of course we respect all teams above all, but we also 
feel that we are ready to contest against anyone”, he assured. 

Iran will soon be put to the test in the competition, as 
they will be taking on USA, Tahiti and Russia in the group 
stage of the competition. They are regarded as one of the 
main favourites, but there is no room for error in such a 
terrifically competitive fight. And only the top two teams 
will progress to the semi-finals.

(Source: beachsoccer)

We come to Dubai to win the Intercontinental 
Beach Soccer Cup: Hosseini
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TEHRAN – Poems by 
Hamid Sabzevari, who 

was famous for his revolutionary works, 
have recently been published in a collection 
titled “This Is the Call of Freedom”.

The collection composed of four volumes 
was unveiled during a ceremony at the Art 
Bureau in Tehran on Sunday, the bureau 
announced.

The ceremony was attended by a number 
of scholars, poets and his family members.

“This Is the Call of Freedom” takes 
its name from one of Sabzevari’s poem 
named “This Is the Call of Freedom from 
the Orient”.

Published by Simorgh-e Honar 
Publications, the collection has been 
compiled by Reza Esmaeili, Zahra 
Mohaddasi Khorasani and Hossein Esrafili.

In his brief speech made at the ceremony, 
Art Bureau director Mohsen Momeni-Sharif 
said that Sabzevari’s poetry promotes 
the Islamic Revolution and the culture of 
resistance.

He called his poem “This Is the Call of 
Freedom from the Orient”, the prism of 
the revolution since it touches upon all 
the goals of the revolution.

Vocalist Mohammad Golriz, who had 
performed “This Is the Call of Freedom from 
the Orient” in the early 1980s, performed 
the song once again for the participants.

Born as Hossein Aqa-Momtaheni, 
Sabzevari died this year in June 2016 at 
the age of 91.

Sabzevari was mostly known for the 
works composed in the heat of the Islamic 

Revolution.
He was the composer of “Khomeini, Oh 

Imam!”, which was recorded weeks before 

the victory of the Islamic Revolution. 
He also composed “USA, USA, Shame on 

Your Deceits!”, which was performed by a 

chorus and solo tenor Esfandiar Qarabaghi 
after the occupation of the U.S. embassy 
in Tehran in 1979.
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“Donald Salman” 
comes to Tehran gallery

Camila Cabello comes out on top at 
MTV Europe Music Awards

Poupee Theater Group to perform 
“Flight No. 745” at Munich festival

Murakami to donate personal archive 
to Tokyo alma mater

TEHRAN – Poupee 
Theater Group from 

Iran plans to perform “Flight No. 745”, a 
puppet show by Marjan Purgholamhossein, 
at the international festival Theater Der 
Dinge in Munich, the organizers have 
announced.

Theater Der Dinge is one of the 
most important German festivals of 
contemporary figurative and objective 
theater, and the play will go on stage on 
Wednesday.

After spending years abroad, a woman 
returns to Tehran to sell her parents’ 
house. As a child she left Iran with her 
family during Iran-Iraq war, leaving the 
street she grew up on and the people she 

knew. In the plane, she tries to carefully 
reconstruct the memories that she feared 
she had already lost.

The director treats this re-appropriation 
of her own childhood with changing filmed 
miniature scenery - living tableaus of a 
vanished time.

“Lost Time” is the theme of the Theater 
Der Dinge festival, which will be held from 
November 9 to 15.

“Flight No. 745” is scheduled to be 
performed in two other German cities, 
namely Berlin and Bochum, in the near 
future. 

The troupe had previously staged the 
puppet show at Bozar, a prestigious Belgian 
art center, in March.

TOKYO (Asahi Shimbun) — Interna-
tionally acclaimed writer Haruki Murakami 
will donate his book drafts, documents and 
even his huge record collection to Waseda 
University in Tokyo, his alma mater, which 
plans to house the trove in a special facility.

Appearing at his first news conference in 
Japan in 37 years, the reclusive author said on 
Nov. 4 that he hoped the facility would serve 
as a forum for the international exchange of 
literature and culture.

“I personally have been helped by my 
translation work and developed through an 
exchange of languages,” Murakami said at the 
Tokyo news conference. “I might have fallen 
into a state of asphyxiation if I had remained 
only within the realm of Japanese literature.”

Waseda officials said the tentative name 
of the facility, to be constructed on campus, 
is “Murakami Library.” They plan to turn it 
into a research center where scholars from 
Japan and abroad can delve into Murakami’s 
materials.

Murakami, 69, said he began thinking 
about making the donation from about four 
or five years ago.

“Documents have piled up over the close 
to 40 years that I have written as a novelist,” 
he said. “The floor of my home has become 
so warped that I can no longer keep all the 
documents there.”

He said discussions had been held with 
Waseda officials since March, and that an 

agreement had been reached on the donation 
of the trove as well as about 20,000 record 
albums.

“I have no children so I also felt it would be 
problematic if the materials became scattered 
after I am gone,” he said.

Murakami, who graduated from Waseda 
in 1975, will donate letters and manuscripts 
as well as reviews of his works. He will also 
donate his own collection of books along with 
the records.

However, because he still listens to some of 
those records, the handing over will be done 
gradually starting from the next fiscal year.

With Murakamis works having been 
translated into about 50 languages, many 
foreign scholars have become interested 
in Japanese literature through their initial 
encounter with his novels.

TEHRAN — A cartoon 
exhibit entitled “Donald 

Salman” opened at the Abolfazl Aali Gallery of 
the Art Bureau in Tehran on Sunday.

Created by Masud Shojaei-Tabatabai, 85 
cartoons that mock the foreign policy issues in 
the U.S. and Saudi Arabia have been showcased 
at the exhibition.

Shojaei-Tabatabai is the director of the Art 
Bureau’s Visual Arts Office and the secretary of 
the International Holocaust Cartoons Contest 
in Tehran.

He also organized the International Trump-
ism Cartoon and Caricature Contest in Tehran.

The exhibition will until November 14.
An article published by the Tasnim News 

Agency on Monday criticized the Art Bureau 
for dedicating its gallery for a solo exhibition 
of one of its managers. 

The article called the exhibition unbalanced 
and said that the organizers should use works 
by more cartoonists to enrich it.

Most of the cartoons were done years ago 
on the subject of the Afghanistan war, and 
were published in the book “Only for the USA 
Army” in 2016, the article said.

Only two cartoons of the exhibition focus 
on the killing of the Saudi Arabian dissident 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi.

“Therefore the choice of the title ‘Donald 
Salman’ for the exhibition is also nonsense,” 
the article stated. 

BILBAO, Spain (Reuters) — Cu-
ban-American singer Camila Cabello was 
the top winner at the MTV Europe Music 
awards on Sunday night, with “Best Song,” 
“Best Artist,” “Best Video” and “Best U.S. 
Act” in a show that featured a stellar per-
formance from Janet Jackson.

Cabello, 21, who already led the pack 
at the MTV Video Music Awards in Au-
gust, urged her fans in the United States 
to vote in the 2018 midterm elections as 
she walked the red carpet in the northern 
Spanish city of Bilbao.

The singer, who rose to fame as a member 
of the girl group “Fifth Harmony”, formed 
on the U.S. edition of the X-Factor, said 
she relished being seen as a role model.

“I feel like the message for me has always 
been just like do what makes you happy, 
even if it’s scary, it’s worth it to take the risk 
because your happiness is your responsi-
bility,” Cabello said.

“That’s always been my message and I 
talk about it a lot but I feel like it’s a good 
message. And yes, very important, go vote!” 
she said.

Jackson, who received a “Global Icon” 
award, sang hits of her 40-year career over 
four stages and surrounded by African 
drummers, flame torches, firebreathers 
and more than 20 dancers.

The show took place at Bilbao’s exhibition 
center and was hosted by Hailee Steinfeld, 

who performed “Back to Life,” a song that 
will feature on the soundtrack of her forth-
coming movie Bumblebee.

One of the hits of the night was Spanish 
Flamenco-inspired artist Rosalia singing 
“Malamente” after rolling on stage in a 
gigantic truck.

Five-time winners of MTV Europe Mu-
sic Awards, English rock band Muse also 
made a splash by performing “Pressure” 
from Bilbao’s world-famous soccer stadium 
San Mames.

Other notable performances included 
Bebe Rexha singing “I’m a Mess” while in 
a bathtub surrounded by nurses and 100 
dancers and Halsey performing “Without 
Me” surrounded by rainfall.

The show was opened by Nicki Minaj 
with her new hit “Good Form”, followed by 
her collaboration with Little Mix “Woman 
Like Me.” Minaj also received the awards 
for “Best Look” and “Best Hip-Hop.”

American D.J. Marshmello, who won 
“Best Electronic”, closed out the night along-
side Anne-Marie with their hit “FRIENDS” 
and alongside Bastille with “Happier.” The 
performance was also among the public 
as hundreds of Marshmello inflated balls 
flooded the venue for the finale.

Other winners included Dua Lipa, who 
took the “Best Pop”, Shawn Mendes who 
won “Best Live” and 5 Seconds of Summer 
who received “Best Rock.”

Hamid Sabzevari poems published 
in “Call of Freedom”

 A scene from “Flight No. 745”, a puppet show by Marjan Purgholamhossein.

Haruki Murakami, right, attends his first 
news conference in Japan in 37 years 
alongside Waseda University President 
Kaoru Kamata. (Mariko Nakamura)

Hassan, son of poet Hamid Sabzevari, speaks during the unveiling ceremony of his father’s poem collection “This Is the Call of Freedom” 
at the Art Bureau in Tehran on November 4, 2018. (Mehr/Mohammad Mohsenifar) 

Tehran digital art exhibit 
to open on Friday

TEHRAN – The 8th Tehran Annual Digital 
Art Exhibition (TADAEX) will open at three 

venues in the city on Friday, the organizers have announced.
Thirty Iranian and interna-

tional artists will be attending 
the event with a number of 
performances, installations 
and video animations at Ava 
Center, Baam Platform and 
Mohsen Gallery.

Several workshops and ses-
sions will also be organized on 
the sidelines of the exhibition. 

An electro-acoustic perfor-
mance will close the event at 
Baam Platform and Mohsen 
Gallery on November 15. 

Hyungjun Kim and Sabina 
Hyoju Ahn, both from South 
Korea, Michael Schiefel from 
Germany, and Hugo Arcier and 
Annabelle Playe, both from 
France, are among the partic-
ipating foreign artists.

Among the Iranian artists are Vahid Qaderi, Hamed Heidari, 
Pedram Sadeqbeigi, Mohammad Nikpur and Arash Pandi. 

A poster for the 8th Tehran 
Annual Digital Art Exhibition 
– TADAEX.

Cartoonist Masud Shojaei-Tabatabai talks to visitors during his exhibition “Donald 
Salman” at Abolfazl Aali Gallery in Tehran on November 4, 2018. (Tasnim) 

Iranian troupe to perform 3 
plays at French festival 

TEHRAN – The Mehr Theater Group led by 
Iranian director Amir-Reza Kuhestani plans 

to perform three plays at the Théâtre National de Bretagne in 
France’s northwestern region of Brittany.

“Timeloss” will be staged on November 10, “Hearing” will be 
performed on November 15 and “Summerless” will go on stage 
on November 24, the organizers have announced.

The troupe has frequently performed the plays in Italy, Sweden 
and several other countries in Europe over the past few years.

A poster for Mehr Theater Group’s performances at the Théâtre 
National de Bretagne in France 

Russia halts release of 
Hollywood movie that 
shows Kremlin coup
MOSCOW (Reuters) — Russia blamed bureaucracy rather 
than censorship for a decision to halt the release of a Hollywood 
movie that tells the fictional story of U.S. troops rescuing a Rus-
sian president from a Kremlin coup.

The thriller “Hunter Killer” was due to hit screens in Russia 
on Nov. 1, but the release was pulled, prompting allegations from 
Kremlin critics that it was censored because its plot undermines 
President Vladimir Putin’s strongman image.

Last year, Russia banned screenings of the dark comedy “The 
Death of Stalin” after officials said its portrayal of Kremlin infight-
ing in the wake of the death of the Soviet leader was disrespectful 
toward victims of Stalin’s purges.

The Culture Ministry was quoted by Russian media as saying 
“Hunter Killer” had not received authorization because a satis-
factory copy of the film had not been submitted to Russia’s state 
film archive in time. The ministry’s press office did not answer 
calls on Friday seeking comment.

The film, starring Gerard Butler and Gary Oldman, features 
a plot in which Russia’s president is taken hostage by his own 
defense minister.

A scene from “Hunter Killer” 
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