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EDITORIAL

Will the political 
face of France 
change?

Political and social equations are 
wrapped up in France! Protests 
against President Emanuele 

Macron continue. Most analysts from 
European affairs, however, believe that 
Macron will not have a chance to sur-
vive in the presidential race in the next 
presidential election.

 On the other hand, many analysts 
believe the likelihood of a nationalist 
presence at the Elysees Palace is high! 
Le Pen is now trying to remove Macron 
from power through holding an early 
elections; “It is necessary to implement 
proportional representation and dissolve 
the National Assembly in order to hold 
new proportional elections”.

 Simultaneously, she attempts to attract 
the attention of French citizens to herself 
as France’s next president. “We believe 
that the way out of the crisis is essentially 
political. This decision excludes any use 
of violence that only adds chaos to ad-
versity,” Le Pen said in a letter published 
on the party’s website.

Le Pen also emphasized that the polit-
ical solution to the recent crisis depended 
on the French officials, while uttering 
that French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron “is deprived of sympathy for the 
people, constrained by arrogance and 
indifference of the elites.”

 As the French National Front can make 
its way to power, the EU and Euro area 
equilibrium will change: a matter that 
many European and French politicians 
have warned about.

In 2014, The President of the French 
National Rally political party, Marin Le 
Pen was able to shine exceptionally well in 
the European parliamentary elections and 
overcome other French political parties. In 
the 2017 general election, Le Pen was able 
to reach the final round of the presidential 
competitions for the first time since the 
establishment of the French National Rally. 
However, at that time, Le Pen couldn’t 
act against the broad opposition of the 
Socialist and Conservative parties. But 
the equation seems to have changed now!

The French president is not in good 
shape now! Polls conducted in France 
suggested a decline in the popularity 
of Emmanuel Macron as the country’s 
president.   7

Coexistence 
between Sunnis 
and Shias must be 
a primary goal

It may seem improbable but the very 
key to whether the world enjoys real 
(and somewhat relative, if not absolute) 

“peace” going forward, as well as the fate 
of the U.S. as any kind of somewhat re-
spected but former imperial (and absurdly 
imperious) power, depends on two things: 
the end of U.S. disrespect for international 
laws, most evident in the “regime change” 
wars, and on the fate of the Palestinians 
and whether they are given civil rights 
and released from bondage in their own 
country. Listening to honest voices, for 
a change, anywhere in the US will be the 
country’s salvation and turn the U.S. in 
the right direction after three decades at 
least of what the wisest Americans could 
call a treasonous misdirection.

One such honest voice of late is Ilhan 
Omar, the first Muslim Somali-American 
woman of color ever in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. Twice in the past 
week she fearlessly brought condemna-
tion upon herself by the usual culprits 
(most of the corrupted U.S. Congress and 
Trump himself) by calling out the undue 
and obvious influence of the lobby group 
known as AIPAC on matters pertaining 
to the Zionists and Israel. Her comments 
were deemed “anti-Semitic” and in fact 
they were not.

And then a couple days later she, as a 
member of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, grilled Eliot Abrams, appointed to 
oversee the attempt at “regime change” in 
Venezuela. Omar publicly exposed Abrams 
for the responsibility he bears for actions 
in Central America in the 1980s that re-
sulted in the deaths of many thousands of 
innocent people -- something that could 
easily happen in Venezuela if the U.S in 
some way invades directly or by proxy to 
install unelected Juan Guaido. (It is vaguely 
similar to the final installation of the Shah 
in Iran in the 1950s as a U.S. puppet until 
the Revolution, which marked a release of 
years of pent up anger and frustration in 
Iran which may have been too extreme in the 
years immediately following 1979, because 
some innocents suffered, however natural 
it was given the circumstances. The U.S. 
certainly latched on to this, and the hostage 
crisis, to turn Iran into an “enemy”.  7

TEHRAN — Ahead of Saudi crown prince Mo-
hammad Bin Salman’s (MBS) much-publicized 
maiden visit to Pakistan starting Sunday, the 
chorus against his visit is growing louder.

Many peaceful demonstrations have been 
carried out in different cities of Pakistan over 
the past one week to denounce the ‘red carpet 
welcome’ being given to MBS by the Pakistan 
government. 

Calling him the ‘murderer of Yemeni children’, 

protestors have unequivocally denounced the visit 
and criticized the Imran Khan government for 
playing host to the ‘butcher of Riyadh’.

Social media has been abuzz with posts and 
pictures expressing anger and outrage over the 
crown prince’s visit to Pakistan. 

Hashtags like #MBSNotWelcome and #Mur-
dererBinSalman have been trending on Twitter 
and Facebook.

Hizb ut Tahrir, a religio-political organization, 
in a statement posted on Twitter said “the butcher 

of school children in Yemen and usurper of the 
Ummah’s oil wealth is certainly not welcome 
in Pakistan.”

It criticized the Pakistan government for 
“raising fuel prices” while “freely burning fuel 
for Pakistan Air Force JF-17 jets to provide am-
munition for MBS’s jets.”

A Twitter user Muhammad Waqas taking a 
dig at Islamabad said the government that keeps 
complaining of poverty is providing “lavish wel-
come for the butcher of Yemen”.   6

TEHRAN — A major U.S. intelligence report 
released in Washington on January 22 released 
the threats the U.S. faces in 2019. The document 
claims the threats come from three countries 
Russia, China, and Iran as the U.S. intelligent 
agencies have to keep a close eye on immigrants 
and cyberattack.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s top concern 
is America’s national security and intelligence 

services. In fact, the horror is not limited to him 
and has spread among social sectors that have 
the core power of the country in hand. 

 The report warns that the strategic space is 
changing rapidly and the United States “faces 
an increasingly complex and uncertain world in 
which threats are becoming ever more diverse 
and interconnected.”

The observed risk in the strategy is that the 
country’s “intelligence community” remains in 

the “typical challenges” such as drug trafficking 
and traditional adversaries.

It admits that the U.S. national security policy 
is adopted by taking “enemies” and technological 
advances in various fields, such as cyberattacks 
and military. The increasingly complex, intercon-
nected, and transnational nature of these threats 
also underscores the importance of continuing 
and advancing IC outreach and cooperation with 
international partners and allies.   7

TEHRAN — A German maga-
zine has revealed that members 

of the MKO, also called MEK, undergo horrific 
training in a camp in Albania, the Mehr news 
agency reported on Saturday.

Der Spiegel said the members held in the camp 
practice “cutting throats with knife”, “breaking 
hand”, “removing eyes with finger” and “tearing 
down mouth”.

The German weekly magazine said those who 
left the cult group say the members are being 
tortured and subjected to psychological trauma.

Talking to 15 members of the group, the mag-
azine said the camp in which 2,000 members 
are kept is 50 times the size of a soccer field.

 The residents of the camp, 35 kilometers 
from Tirana, are not allowed to own mo-
bile sets, watch and calendar, Der Spiegel 

quoted the fugitives as saying.
It also said some MKO members are active in 

construction work, some sit behind computers 
to post fake news on Twitter and Facebook about 
Iran, and some others try to enlist new members 
through Telegram.

Der Spiegel says the reason why Albania 
supports this group is not clear and the Interior 
Ministry has refused to provide answers.

#MBSNotWelcome trends in Pakistan ahead of MBS’ visit

Spiegel: MKO members in Albania camp receive horrific training 

The five 2019 U.S. threats in NIS report

Lezgi dancers 
join Rastak at 
Fajr festival 

A group performs Lezgi, a style of tradi-
tional dance common in Iran’s Azarbaijan 
region and the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
along with the Iranian folk music ensem-
ble Rastak at a concert during the 34rd 
Fajr Music Festival at Tehran’s Vahdat 
Hall on February 15, 2019.

Established in 1997 by a group of music 
students in Tehran, Rastak has given nu-
merous performances in Australia, Canada 
and several countries in Europe.
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It would be
 ‘suicidal’ to go to war 
with Iran

No action yet by CNPC for 
developing South Pars 
phase 11

 Nasrollah Sajjadi named 
Iran’s Chef de Mission 
for 2020 Tokyo 15

Hezbollah ‘stronger than ever’: 
Nasrallah

Hezbollah Secretary-General Sayyed Hassan 
Nasrallah said Saturday that U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo was correct in his concern 
that Hezbollah is now “stronger than ever.”

During a ceremony to commemorate 
Hezbollah’s Martyrs’ Day, Nasrallah said 
the party’s power has been increasing line-
arly - “daily, of course - to reach its current 
power, even under inauspicious conditions.

The United States thinks “the source of 
power is in the weapons, or with money,” 
and so the U.S. sanctions Hezbollah to try 
to limit its power, he added.

However, Nasrallah said Hezbollah 
now has in each of its geographical 
divisions - of which he said the party 
had 35-40 - more than what Hezbollah 
had altogether in 2000.   1 3

Ambassador: U.S. wants to make 
Venezuela another Syria or Libya  

TEHRAN — Venezuelan Ambassador to 
Tehran Carlos Antonio Alcala Cordones 
says the U.S. is seeking to create a situation 
similar to Syria and Libya in his country.

In an interview with the Tehran Times 
and Mehr news agency on Wednesday in 
his office, the ambassador said that the 
U.S. plots against the Maduro government 
are intended to find access to Venezuela’s 
abundant natural resources.

Here is an excerpt of the interview:
Q: Opposition leader Juan Guaido ques-

tioned legitimacy of President Maduro’s 
government on January 30 and took the 
people to streets that caused the current 
developments in Venezuela. What is your 
analysis of the crisis and the U.S. role in it?

A: Guaido was an MP, however, Ama-
zonas State and three of the MPs cheated 
in parliamentary elections in 2016 and the 
National Assembly of Venezuela   2

Expediency Council delays vote 
on Palermo for two weeks 

TEHRAN — 
G h o l a m r e z a 

Mesbahi-Moghadam, a member of Iran’s 
Expediency Council, said on Saturday 
that the council will study the Palermo 
bill in the next meeting which will be 
held in two weeks.

“In today’s meeting, the number of 
those who were for the bill and against it 
was high. So, we did not hold voting and 

left it for the next meeting,” he told IRNA.
The United Nations Convention 

against Transnational Organized 
Crime (UNTOC), which is also called 
the Palermo Convention, is a 2000 United 
Nations-sponsored multilateral treaty 
against transnational organized crime.

Ratification of Palermo is a prelude 
to join the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF).
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“Tattoo” wins Crystal 
Bear for best short at 
Berlin festival 16

  See page 2
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Farewell to victims of terror
IRGC chief: Pakistan expected to punish anti-Iran terrorists
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 MEDIA  HIGHLIGHTS Zarif warns it would be 
‘suicidal’ to go to war with Iran

1     was dissolved. So, this parliament has not been 
valid since 2016 and it is obvious that Guaido has no legal 
credibility in the parliament. 

As you know, developments in Venezuela were guided 
by U.S. President Donald Trump, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, Vice President Mike Pence and National Security 
Advisor John Bolton. They plotted chaos and violence and 
coup on January 23 and introduced Guaido as the president.

After the Bolivarian Revolution, we have been experiencing 
many attempts by the U.S. to harm the revolution. The de-
structive efforts of the U.S. against the Bolivarian Revolution 
have been continuing since 1998 and currently the pressure 
has been intensified by the Trump government.  

They [the U.S. officials] seek to find control over Vene-
zuela’s oil, gold and diamond resources. 

The current government has prevented them and the U.S. 
is making efforts to be accompanied by the governments which 
are against Maduro and undermine legitimacy of the govern-
ment to have access to the natural resources of Venezuela.

Documents have been presented to the UN Security Council 
proving the U.S. actions against Venezuela. 

 There is an initiative presented by Mexico and Uru-
guay and supported by Russia which proposes direct dialogue 
between the government and the opponents. What is the 
Venezuelan government’s position in this respect? In your 
opinion, what is the solution to the current crisis?

A: Based on the UN Charter, all the interfering actions 
against Venezuela are illegal. Certain organizations like 
the Mercosur and countries like Mexico, Uruguay, Cuba, 
Russia, China, Iran and Turkey have supported dialogue 
and peaceful ways within the framework of international 
law to solve the crisis. We also support such initiatives to 
achieve consensus in Venezuela. 

However, the Trump government has always tried to de-
ceive the international community by saying that military 
action is unavoidable. It is upon them to decide whether they 
seek to treat with the Venezuelan people with peace or war.

 Russia has decided to present a draft resolution to the 
UN Security Council to resolve the crisis in Venezuela. The 
U.S. is also making efforts to topple Maduro’s government 
through early election by preparing a draft bill to the Security 
Council. Do you think Russia can prevent a possible U.S. 
military action by this draft?

A: We praise Russia’s actions at the UN for supporting 
the Venezuelan people. Russia supports our constitution and 

opposes military action against our country. It is not just 
Russia, China has also supported the Venezuelan government 
at the Security Council. 

Since 1998, Mr. [Hugo] Chavez and Maduro have encour-
aged dialogue between the government and the opposition. 
However, the opposition has always ignored results of the talks.

Guaido is not committed to any dialogue. In fact, it is the 
U.S. which decides for Guaido. A high ranking U.S. official 
announced that it is not the time to hold talks and we should 
take practical action against Venezuela. They seek to enact 
scenarios similar to Libya and Syria in Venezuela. 

 We use all our force to stop their actions.
 Given that the U.S. actions and pressure violate the 

Organization of American States’ charter, what do you think 
about the organization’s role in this crisis?

A: Fidel Castro had once said that this organization is 
actually the U.S. colonial office. Secretary general of this or-
ganization does not take decisions independently. 

Recently, they held a meeting to issue a resolution against 
Maduro’s government to harm the Bolivarian Revolution. 
However, we have the people’s supports who elected Maduro 
in May 2018.

The governments which are against Venezuela are making 
efforts through the Lima Group and other organizations to 
interfere in our country’s affairs. However, countries such 
as Bolivia, Cuba, Nicaragua, Uruguay and certain other Car-
ibbean countries did not accompany the U.S., being aware 
that such acts violate UN laws.

On the contrary, countries like Argentina, Chile, Columbia 
and Paraguay have remained silent and have not supported 
Venezuela. They are following the White House’s orders. Pres-
idents of Brazil and Guyana are exerting pressure against 
Venezuela through the U.S. and the opponents.

 What is the best way out of the crisis?
A: The best way is the one that the people chose and elected 

Nicolas Maduro. The way that countries recognized Maduro.
So, the only way that we propose is peace and diplomacy. 

We can solve all problems through peace and dialogue. The 
best way is to respect Venezuela’s independence and sov-
ereignty and also respect the government which has been 
formed by the people’s votes.

Mr. Maduro and the foreign minister [Jorge Arreaza] are 
making any efforts to show the world the realities in Venezuela. 

We are ready to defend (the country) despite all the 
sanctions and pressures. We are ready to counter military 
attack by the U.S. 

It is obvious that no one wants war. War has conse-
quences as it has had in the Middle East. We never seek 
war. We seek a dialogue which respect the people’s right 
to determine their destiny.

 What is your opinion about Guaido’s remarks on re-
suming ties with the Zionist regime of Israel?

A: It is obvious that Guaido supports Israel, because Israel 
is an ally to the U.S. and we would be surprised if he did not 
make such remarks. 

The U.S. sees Guaido as a tool to reach Venezuela’s natural 
resources. The main objective of the U.S. is access to our 
country’s resources.

 How do you evaluate Iran’s position on developments 
in Venezuela?

A: First of all, I congratulate the 40th anniversary of the 
Islamic Revolution. We have always see Iran’s advances as 
role model. I praise Iran’s supports for the Venezuelan gov-
ernment and people. 

Both Iran and Venezuela are victims of the U.S. hostile 
actions and I congratulate the Iranian people who have re-
sisted against such acts.

Ambassador: U.S. wants to make Venezuela another Syria or Libya  
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TEHRAN — On Saturday, the sky opened 
to the city of Isfahan where patriotic mar-

tyrs who died while guarding their homeland being held on 
deeply grateful people’s shoulder. They were ascended to the 
heaven by the angles to rest in peace.

The whole city was sweetly scented with the presence of 
the martyred soldiers, who sacrificed their most precious 
possessions, their lives, to protect and guarantee national 
security and prevent a war so that we and our children can 
live in peace. 

A car laden with explosives hit their bus on Wednesday 
on Zahedan-Khash road, killing 27 of them and injuring the 
remaining 13. They were about to visit their families after 

spending many days on the border areas in the southeast, 
where terrorists look for every opportunity to infiltrate into 
the country to commit acts of terror.

Is it possible to witness this oppression, abomination and 
rascality and stay quiet? If only it was possible to describe it 
in words, but it’s not. 

But the world should know why these young soldiers got 
killed unfairly. The world should know that the Islamic Rev-
olution, which has scared off these villains, only seeks a Pure 
Life for all humankind. 

The world should know that they cannot find the truth in 
deceitful peace and security conference held by the U.S. in 
Europe; the truth lies here, where a soldier sacrifices his life to 

defend his country’s independence and honor, a soldier who 
is martyred not for invading a country but for protecting it. 

What a foul world, where on one hand a corrupt minority 
imposes sanctions and supports terrorism and on the other 
holds human rights conference.

This is what the public opinion should know and they must 
be ensured that the blood of such soldiers would soon smash 
the villains’ palace to the ground and flag of monotheism will 
be flown worldwide. 

This is what’s promised in the holy Quran: once the 12th 
Imam will emerge in order to fulfill his mission of bringing 
peace and justice, the world will be filled with God’s pleasant 
fragrance and the earth will be inherited by the poor.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qa-
ssemi has responded positively to Tajik foreign 
minister’s remarks about relations between Iran 
and Tajikistan, saying Tehran considers its ties 
with Dushanbe as “familial”.

“Relations between Iran and Tajikistan are 
deep and based on shared and old roots. Such 
bonds, which are legacies of the remote past, 
cannot be ignored,” Qassemi told IRNA on Friday.

“I agree with the remarks made by the Ta-
jik foreign minister in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran’s national day ceremony and believe that 
history, geography, the past and the future and 
all commonalities among us stress increased 
cooperation and empathy between the two 
governments and nations,” he said.

“Principally, Iran’s policy towards [its] neigh-
bors is an open and quite clear policy based on 
deepening cooperation in all possible fields and 
[developing] relations with good neighborliness 
and closeness of ties between governments and 
nations,” he noted. 

“We seek a Tajikistan that always enjoys se-
curity and stability, is powerful, growing, and 
developing. The policy of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran during the years after the country’s 
independence has been to stand by the Tajik 
government. This is an approach that we still 
adopt and has not changed.”

“Iran has not and is not supporting any group 
that acts against Tajikistan’s legal bodies and 
has always sought good and brotherly relations 

with that government. For us, the independence, 
territorial integrity and national sovereignty [of 
Tajikistan] and friendly and brotherly relations 
between the two governments are a basic pri-
ority and principle. We consider our relations 
with the Tajik government as familial,” he said. 

“We hope that, using all available potential 
capacities and by making the commission for 
joint cooperation between the two countries 
more active, we would take effective and shared 
steps to broaden bilateral relations.”

“Our heart’s desire is to increase empathy 
and broaden relations in all fields and shape a 
bright future in this regard. Of course, we should 
be careful and vigilant because our friendly and 
brotherly relations have always had enemies 

and ill-wishers and we should vigilantly foil mis-
chievous efforts to damage the two countries’ 
relations,” he said. 

“Considering the region’s conditions and 
centers that work to expand extremism and 
terrorism and target security and stability and 
sovereignty of the countries, collective cooper-
ation should be established to eliminate these 
threats and this requires a universal and even 
global will.”

“For its part, Iran has taken steps in this path 
with full force and has stood by all countries 
and governments that had been threatened by 
terrorism and extremism and will keep up this 
approach,” he said.

(Source: mfa.ir)

Farewell to victims of terror

“The opposition has always 
ignored results of the talks.”

“In fact, it is the U.S. which 
decides for Guaido.”

Iran’s Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, has warned the U.S. and its allies 
that it would be “suicidal” to start a war 
with Iran, accusing Washington of having a 
“pathological obsession” with his country.

In an interview with NBC News on Friday, 
Zarif said that the “same gang” behind the 
2003 Iraq War are “at it again” in pushing 
for war with his country.

“I’m not saying President Trump’s ad-
ministration, I’m saying people in President 
Trump’s administration are trying to create 
the same eventuality and I believe they 
will fail,” he said.

Still, he said he hoped “some sense will 
prevail” but warned that “people will find 
out that it’s suicidal to engage in a war 
with Iran.”

Zarif also appeared to dismiss the idea 
of renegotiating the landmark 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal.

On Iran’s missile program, Zarif con-
firmed that his country had suffered two 
failed attempts to launch satellites over the 
past two months. He said it was possible 

this was because of a sabotage campaign 
by the U.S. as suggested by a New York 
Times report this week.

He said that Iran had already been 
investigating these failures but was now 

“looking into the specifics” because of the 
article in The Times.

“It’s quite possible. We don’t know yet,” 
he said of a possible U.S. sabotage campaign. 
“We need to look into it very carefully.”

Zarif said the Warsaw meeting was a 
“huge failure” because it showed, accord-
ing to him, how “totally, totally isolated in 
the world” the U.S. has become over Iran.

Asked whether Iran was open to re-
visiting the 2015 nuclear deal, Zarif said 
he saw no reason to do this because the 
original agreement was so complex and 
painstakingly negotiated.

“The nuclear deal was the result of 13 
years of negotiations,” he said. “We produced 
not the two-page document that President 
Trump signed with the chairman of North 
Korea but a 150-page document,” he added, 
referring to Trump’s accord with North 
Korea’s Kim Jong Un last year that was 
widely criticized for being too brief and 
vague.

Zarif pointed to agreements the Trump 
administration has pulled out of, such as 
the Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty, 
the North American Free Trade Agreement 
and the Paris Climate Agreement.

“You name it, they’ve withdrawn from 
it,” he said.
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General: Pakistan 
must explain how 
terrorists crossed 
the border

TEHRAN – Yahya Rahim Safavi, a top 
military adviser to the Leader, has said 

the Pakistani government and intelligence apparatuses 
should be held accountable for the latest terrorist attack in 
southeast Iran, emphasizing that the Iranian armed forces 
are entitled to crack down on the perpetrators of the assault, 
Mehr reported on Saturday.

Rahim Safavi said the perpetrators of the terrorist attack 
had been trained in Pakistan, and that the Pakistani gov-
ernment and its intelligence service (ISI) must respond to 
the Iranian nation and government that “how the terrorists 
crossed the border and why the neighboring country has 
become a safe haven for the terrorist groups.”

IRGC chief: 
Pakistan expected 
to punish anti-
Iran terrorists

TEHRAN – Mohammad Ali Jafari, com-
mander of the IRGC, has said Tehran ex-

pects Islamabad to punish the terrorists behind a recent attack 
against its forces, which took place in the border province of 
Sistan-Baluchestan.

“If Pakistan does not live up to its obligations, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, under international laws and regulations, is 
entitled to counter threats coming from the other side of country’s 
borders,” Jafari said, ISNA reported on Saturday.

He also threatened Saudi Arabia and the UAE for their support 
for terrorism, saying, “The treasonous governments of Saudi 
Arabia and the Emirates must know that the Islamic Republic’s 
patience has run thin and our system will not tolerate your clan-
destine support for anti-human criminals and Takfiri groups.” 

The general added, “The government of Pakistan should 
also know that they must pay the price for giving sanctuary to 
terrorist groups.” 
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Zarif meets top 
diplomats in 
Germany

TEHRAN – Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif met on Saturday with 

a number of top foreign diplomats on the sidelines of the 
Munich Security Conference.

The foreign minister met Henrietta H. Fore, executive 
director of the United Nations International Children’s Emer-
gency Fund (UNICEF), to discuss Iran-UNICEF cooperation.

He also met separately with Masrour Barzani, head of 
the Kurdistan Region Security Council, and Elias Bou Saab, 
the Lebanese minister of national defense.

He also met separately with his German counterpart 
Haiku Maas and Lebanese Defense Minister Elias Bou Saab.

P O L I T I C S
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Warsaw 
meeting against 
international 
law, expert says

TEHRAN – Ali Khorram, a senior an-
alyst and former Iranian ambassador to 

UN bodies in Vienna, has said the Warsaw conference is 
in clear violation of international law and the UN Charter.

In an article published on Saturday by the Arman news-
paper, Khorram said the nature of the conference and its 
goal was almost unprecedented in the world.

“Since the U.S. rulers know they cannot delegitimize 
Iran as a member of the international community, through 
this conference they tried to show that the world is against 
the Islamic Republic,” added Khorram, a current inter-
national law professor.

P O L I T I C S
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Berlin rejects 
U.S. call to exit 
Iran deal

TEHRAN – Germany has rejected an 
appeal by U.S. Vice President Mike Pence 

for Europeans to withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal and 
isolate Tehran.

Foreign Minister Heiko Maas defended the 2015 deal 
under which Iran restricted its nuclear program in return 
for sanctions relief, All India Radio reported on Saturday.

“Together with the Brits, French and the entire EU we 
have found ways to keep Iran in the nuclear agreement until 
today,” Maas told the Munich Security Conference.

Without this agreement, “the region will not be safer and 
would actually be one step closer to an open confrontation,” 
he added.

P O L I T I C S
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Foreign spy 
agencies plainly 
linked to attack on 
IRGC: Leader

TEHRAN – Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has said it is 

obvious that the perpetrators of the recent terrorist attack on 
members of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) 
were linked to foreign spy agencies.

Ayatollah Khamenei made the remarks in a message which 
was read out on Saturday during the burying ceremony of 
the victims of the horrific act, IRNA reported.

The Leader expressed his condolences to the families of 
the victims of the attack and the IRGC. He also tasked the 
IRGC to follow up on the incident.

The Trump administration’ plots against Maduro are intended to find control 
over Venezuela’s oil, gold and diamond resources

Iran’s ties with Tajikistan familial: spokesman
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U.S.-backed forces capture last 
holdout in Syria under deal with ISIL

Peace in Yemen can’t be 
secured by submission to 
Israel: Ansarullah

Kim Jong Un to arrive in 
Vietnam on February 25 
ahead of Trump summit

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un will arrive in Vietnam on 
Feb. 25 ahead of a planned second summit with U.S. President 
Donald Trump, three sources with direct knowledge of Kim’s 
schedule told Reuters on Saturday.

Trump and Kim are due to meet in Hanoi on Feb. 27 and 28 
following their historic first meeting last June in Singapore. U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said on Thursday Washington 
aims to “get as far down the road as we can” at the summit.

Kim will meet with Vietnamese officials when he arrives in 
Hanoi, said the sources, who requested anonymity citing the 
sensitivity and secrecy surrounding the movements of the North 
Korean leader.

He will also visit the Vietnamese manufacturing base of Bac 
Ninh and the industrial port town of Hai Phong, one source said.

Vietnam’s president and general secretary of the ruling 
Communist Party, Nguyen Phu Trong, will meet Kim ahead of 
a planned trip by Trong to neighboring Laos, one of the sources 
with direct knowledge told Reuters.

A Reuters witness saw Kim’s close aide, Kim Chang Son, in 
Hanoi on Saturday visiting a government guesthouse and the 
Metropole and Melia hotels in the center of the capital.

Reuters was first to report last month that Hanoi was preparing 
to receive Kim for a state visit this month.

Communist-ruled Vietnam, which has embraced economic 
reforms and developed close diplomatic ties with its former foe 
the United States, has been widely touted as a model of reform 
for isolated and impoverished North Korea.

The former Cold War allies, which share a similar socialist 
ideology and exchanged military and political support during 
the Vietnam War, are eyeing a new chapter in relations following 
Hanoi’s opening up and embrace of the West.

(Source: Daily Star)

The spokesman for Yemen’s Ansarullah (Houthi) movement says 
peace and stability in the country cannot be established through 
submission to the Israeli regime, condemning the participation 
of representatives loyal to former Yemeni President Abd Rabbuh 
Mansur Hadi in a recent conference in Warsaw.

“The attendance of Khaled al-Yamani [the foreign minis-
ter of the former Yemeni regime] in the ludicrous conference 
points to the abasement of traitors to Yemen. The participation 
of the mercenary government in the event demonstrates that it is 
completely indecisive and submissive. Such a presence amounts 
to a national and religious crime,” Arabic-language al-Masirah 
television network cited Mohammed Abdul-Salam as saying 
on Friday.

The Ansarullah official was referring to the Warsaw Confer-
ence, an international gathering organized by Washington in the 
Polish capital, which was held between February 13 and 14. The 
United States Secretary of State Mike Pompeo had earlier claimed 
the gathering would focus on “stability and peace, freedom and 
security” in the Middle East.

“The establishment of an administration in exile has forced 
former Yemeni regime officials to consent to normalization of 
ties with Israel, and follow in the footsteps of Riyadh and Abu 
Dhabi,” Abdul-Salam said.

He went on to say that the Warsaw Conference was aimed 
at weakening the Palestinian cause. The official denounced as 
treachery the participation of delegates from countries involved 
in the ongoing military aggression against Yemen as well as 
Hadi loyalists.

“Peace in Yemen can’t be secured through capitulation to 
Israel,” the Ansarullah spokesman said.

Abdul-Salam then called on all Yemeni political factions to 
condemn the attendance of pro-Hadi representatives in the 
Poland event, emphasizing that Yemenis have always stood in 
solidarity with the Palestinian people.

The House of Saud regime and a number of its regional allies 
launched a devastating campaign against Yemen in March 2015, 
with the aim of bringing Hadi’s government back to power and 
crushing Ansarullah.

According to a report by the Armed Conflict Location and 
Event Data Project (ACLED), a nonprofit conflict-research or-
ganization, the Saudi-led war has so far claimed the lives of 
around 56,000 Yemenis.

The Saudi regime-led war has also taken a heavy toll on the 
country’s infrastructure, destroying hospitals, schools, and factories. 
The UN has already said that a record 22.2 million Yemenis are 
in dire need of food, including 8.4 million threatened by severe 
hunger. According to the world body, Yemen is suffering from 
the most severe famine in more than 100 years.

A number of Western countries, the U.S. and Britain in 
particular, are also accused of being complicit in the ongoing 
aggression as they supply Riyadh with advanced weapons and 
military equipment as well as logistical and intelligence assistance.

(Source: Press TV)

The United States-backed forces have captured 
the last enclave held by the Islamic State in 
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL/Daesh) in Syria 
under a deal with the ISIL terrorist group, a 
Britain-based monitoring group says.

The so-called Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights (SOHR) said the last few hundred 
ISIL elements, many of them foreigners, had 
surrendered in the past two days to the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF), a Western-backed 
coalition of mainly Kurdish militants.

The SDF, it added, is currently conduct-
ing sweeping operations in the farms near 
the town of al-Baghuz Fawqani in Syria’s 
eastern Dayr al-Zawr Province in search for 
ISIL terrorists hiding in tunnels.

Retaking the last ISIL enclave completely 
ends the terrorists’ presence at the eastern 
bank of the Euphrates River.

Under the deal, 200 militants have surren-
dered to the SDF and 240 more are expected 
to surrender in the future.

Over the past months, there have been 
numerous reports of the U.S. airlifting ISIL 
amid fresh sweeping advances by Syrian army 
soldiers and allied fighters against the Takfiris 
on the battlefield.

       U.S. to ask allies to send ‘hun-
dreds of troops’ to Syria

Elsewhere, Senator Lindsey Graham 
says the U.S. is looking for its allies to de-
ploy hundreds of troops to Syria following 
the withdrawal of American soldiers from 
the country.

Speaking on a panel discussion at the 2019 
Munich Security Conference on Friday, Gra-
ham announced that the U.S. Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff General Joseph Dunford 
would call on Washington’s partners during 
the event to send forces to Syria.

Dunford, he said, “would be coming to 
some of you in this room, and he will be asking 
for a contribution of forces to stabilize the 
region, post destruction of the caliphate,” 
established by the ISIL terrorist group.

Graham also claimed that the U.S. would 
consider keeping some troops in Syria if 
Washington’s allies agreed to the deploy-
ment meant to help create a buffer zone near 
the Turkish border.

The U.S. senator said he had discussed 
the Syria plan with President Donald Trump 
and General Joseph Votel, the head of the 
U.S. Central Command.

“I’m hoping that President Trump will 
be coming to some of you and asking for 
your help and you will say yes. And in return, 
the capability that we have that is unique to 
the United States will still be in the fight in 
Syria,” Graham said.

Trump ordered the withdrawal of all 2,000 
American forces from Syria in December 2018 
amid preparations by Turkey to launch an 
operation against the U.S.-backed Kurdish 
militants in northern Syria.

German Defense Minister Ursula von der 
Leyen criticized the idea that European forces 
would stay in Syria after the U.S. exit, saying 
the alleged anti-ISIL mission should be “in 
together, out together.”

Additionally, French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian described the U.S. ap-
proach in northeastern as a “mystery.”

“It is totally out of the question to have 
French troops on the ground without the 
Americans there. It’s just ‘no’,” a French 
government source said.

Belgian Foreign Minister Didier Reynders 
said the U.S. had told coalition partners that 
its forces would leave Syria in “weeks rather 
than months.”

A senior U.S. defense official, however, 
pointed out that none of Washington’s allies 
had made any “specific commitment ... either 
whether they would stay or [whether] they 
would leave when we have left.”

Despite “a tremendous desire to have a 
security arrangement or mechanism,” no 
concrete solution has been found to “resolve 
the security vacuum,” he added.

The U.S. and its allies have been bom-
barding what they call the ISIL positions 
inside Syria since September 2014 without 
any authorization from Damascus or a United 
Nations mandate. 

The aerial assaults have failed to fulfill 
their declared aim of countering terrorism, 
but destroyed much of Syria’s infrastructure 
and left many civilian casualties.

       U.S.-backed militants collect 
lion share of aid destined for Syrians 
in Rukban camp

Meantime, the U.S.-sponsored Takfiri mil-
itants have collected a significant proportion 
of humanitarian aid destined for thousands 
of displaced Syrians stranded in a camp near 
the Jordanian border, the Russian and Syrian 
coordination centers on returning refugees 

have warned.
“Given the negative experience of the first 

humanitarian convoy as well as absence of 
any objective information about the targeted 
aid to refugees from the second humanitarian 
convoy, there are reasons to say that the major 
part of humanitarian cargo was received by 
the U.S.-controlled armed groups, not by 
Syrians living in the [Rukban refugee] camp,” 
the centers said in a statement released on 
Saturday.

The statement further noted that Russia 
would assist Syria in opening two humani-
tarian corridors for those who want to leave 
the camp.

“In the current situation, having once again 
made sure that it is not possible to achieve any 
constructive position on the part of American 
partners … the Syrian government, with the 
assistance of the Russian Federation, decid-
ed to open two humanitarian corridors in 
residential areas, Jleb and Jabal al-Ghur-
ab, on the border of the 55-kilometer zone, 
occupied by the United States, where the 
corresponding checkpoints will be equipped 
for the voluntary, unimpeded and safe exit 
of Syrian refugees to places of their choice 
of residence,” it pointed out.

Russia says the U.S. and militants are 
holding people in Rukban refugee hostage.

“We call on the American command and 
leaders of illegal militant groups in the al-Tanf 
region to out an end to the forcible keeping 
of women and children, mostly affected by 
cold, illness and malnutrition in the camp. All 
of them will be given necessary assistance,” 
said Russian Defense Ministry spokesman 
Major General Igor Konashenkov on Friday as 
a humanitarian convoy of the United Nations 
and the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) 
delivered aid, including medical supplies and 
basic commodities, to Rukban.

The Friday convoy reportedly consisted 

of more than 100 trucks.
Konashenkov added that Russia and Syria 

would jointly establish a temporary housing 
area for refugees from the camp.

“To save the refugees of the Rukban camp, 
the Russian Reconciliation Center for Syria 
together with the Syrian government will set up 
temporary accommodation centers equipped 
with heaters and provided with hot meals, 
other essentials and medical personnel … All 
refugees will be transported unrestrainedly 
and safely to areas controlled by the Syrian 
government,” he pointed out.

The Friday humanitarian aid convoy was 
the third for the refugee camp. The second 
convoy, including medical supplies and basic 
commodities, was delivered to Rukban, on 
February 7. The first such convoy entered 
Rukban on November 3.

The UN says about 45,000 people, mostly 
women and children, are trapped inside the 
Rukban refugee camp, where conditions are 
desperate.

On January 12, a Syrian mother attempted 
to torch herself and her children to death in 
the camp after she failed to find food for her 
family for three straight days.

Other refugees in the camp put out the fire, 
which had damaged the tent, and evacuated 
the woman and her children to hospital.

The woman and her infant were seriously 
hurt while the two other children suffered 
minor injuries.

This is while Geneva-based international 
aid agency Doctors Without Borders (MSF/
Médecins Sans Frontières) has put the num-
ber of refugees living there at some 60,000.

In October, the so-called Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights said people in 
Rukban have been without access to food 
and humanitarian aid for several months, 
highlighting that the tough situation was 
further complicated with a closed border 
by Jordan.

In the same month, Amman re-opened 
the Nasib border crossing with Syria for 
the first time in three years, as the crisis 
in Syria is gradually winding down thanks 
to the Syrian army’s decisive gains against 
terrorists.

Jordan had closed its border with Syria 
following an attack on its soldiers by the ISIL 
Takfiri terrorists back in 2016.

The area where Rukban is located is con-
trolled by the former U.S.-backed Shuhada 
al-Qaryatayn militant group. The extremists 
were supposed to evacuate to northern Syria 
in accordance with a Russian-backed deal, 
but refused to do so.

Syria has been gripped by foreign-backed 
militancy since March 2011. The Syrian 
government says the Israeli regime and its 
Western and regional allies are aiding Takfiri 
terrorist groups wreaking havoc in the country.

(Source: Press TV) 

Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman is 
likely to meet Afghan Taliban representatives during his 
visit to Pakistan, Pakistani government sources said, part 
of efforts to broker an end to Afghanistan’s 17-year-old 
civil war.

Pakistan has been playing a more and more vital role 
in the Afghanistan peace talks, which have been gathering 
momentum in recent months amid a growing desire by the 
United States to pull out its troops.

Along with other Persian Gulf countries, Saudi Arabia has 
been part of the peace negotiations and is seen to have some 
sway over the Afghan Taliban militants because of Riyadh’s 
historical ties with the hard-line group and the kingdom’s 
religious clout as the birthplace of Islam.

Two senior Pakistani officials said the crown prince was 
likely to meet Afghan Taliban representatives in Islamabad, 
where the militants, fighting to restore strict Islamic rule 
in Afghanistan after their 2001 ouster, say they are due to 
meet U.S. representatives and Pakistani Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.

“Though it is top secret so far, there are strong indica-
tions representatives of the Afghan Taliban will meet Prince 
Salman during their visit [to] Pakistan on Feb. 18,” one of 
the Pakistani officials in Islamabad said.

A senior Taliban leader in Qatar said no decision had 
been made on whether they would meet the crown prince.

“Actually meeting Prince Salman is not in the plan so 
far, but we can discuss it when we are in Islamabad,” the 
Taliban representative said.

Pakistan’s Foreign Office and Saudi Arabia’s government 
did not respond to a Reuters request for comment.

The crown prince is expected to stay to leave Pakistan 
Monday after signing a raft of investment agreements in 
the energy sector for more than $10 billion.

But his trip, which Islamabad is treating as the biggest 
state visit in years, risks being overshadowed by escalating 
tensions between India and Pakistan following a militant 
attack on Indian security forces in the disputed Kashmir 
region.

New Delhi says Pakistan had a hand in the attack by a 
militant group, which is based on Pakistani soil, something 
Islamabad denies.

      Bin Salman delays visit to Pakistan by a day
Pakistani officials said Saturday a visit by Saudi Crown 

Prince Mohammad bin Salman to Islamabad has been delayed 
by a day, a sudden announcement that surprised many Paki-

stanis, who were preparing to welcome the Saudi delegation 
amid extraordinary security in the capital.

Without giving any explanation, the Foreign Ministry said 
Prince Mohammad will now arrive in Islamabad on a two-
day visit Sunday and that his program remains unchanged. 
It will be the crown prince’s first visit to Pakistan since he 
was appointed heir to the throne in 2017.

The prince was originally scheduled to come to Pakistan 
later Saturday along with a delegation of businessmen. But 
Pakistani officials confirmed Saturday that an upcoming 
conference of Pakistani and Saudi business leaders was post-
poned “due to unavoidable circumstances.” It suggested that 
Prince Mohammad will now visit Pakistan with a reduced 
number of business officials.

Pakistan expects a $7 billion Saudi investment over the 
next two years after Prince Mohammad’s visit

The prince will also travel to neighboring India amid 
heightened tension between Islamabad and New Delhi 
over this week’s attack on a paramilitary convoy in Indi-
an-controlled Kashmir that killed 41 people. Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi blamed Pakistan for Thursday’s 
bombing. Pakistan rejected the allegation. Saudi Arabia has 
also strongly condemned the attack in Kashmir.

Last year, Pakistan voiced its support for the prince when 
he faced international outrage following the killing of Wash-
ington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi by Saudi agents. 
The kingdom quickly signed an agreement for a $6 billion 
assistance package after Khan attended an investment con-
ference in October that saw a wave of cancellations linked 
to the Khashoggi killing.

(Source: agencies)

France’s “yellow vest” protests are part of a hu-
manist movement aimed at improving the lives 
of everyone in the country, one demonstrator 
said on Saturday, defending those who took 
to the streets for the 14th weekend in a row.

A poll this week showed dwindling support 
for the demonstrations, named for motor-
ists’ high-visibility jackets, which began in 
November over fuel taxes and morphed into 
a more general revolt against politicians and 

a government they see as out of touch.
More than half of those surveyed said they 

wanted the occasionally violent protests to end.
 “I can understand that some people have 

had enough, but we’re not doing this just for 
us,” said Madeleine, a 33-year old unemployed 
protester. “It’s a very humanist movement 
and we’re doing this for everyone. So if right 
now they’re fed up, then too bad for them.”

There has been infighting between leaders 

of the grassroots movement, although some 
have outlined plans to extend the weekly 
protests to Sunday.

The number of protesters have fallen from 
highs of over 300,000 nationwide in Novem-
ber to around 50,000 last week, according 
to government estimates.

In Paris, protesters gathered at the sym-
bolic rallying point at Arc de Triomphe, a 
flashpoint of violent clashes with the police in 

the early days of the protest, before marching 
toward the Eiffel Tower and through other 
majors streets in Paris.

Protesters also gathered in the south-
western city of Bordeaux, and Strasbourg 
in the east, while some protesters tried to 
block a depot operated by online retail giant 
Amazon in Toulouse, in the south of France, 
BFM Television reported.

(Source: Reuters)

Afghan Taliban likely to meet Saudi crown 
prince in Pakistan

French ‘yellow vests’ marching for everyone, protester says as support falls
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All villages to enjoy natural gas within 
2-3 years: NIGC managing director

IMIDRO to put 129 projects worth 
$17.8b into operation by 2022

India imports 270,500 bpd of Iranian 
oil in January

Copper cathode output up 61% 
in 10 months on year

TEHRAN – Iranian Oil 
Minister Bijan Namdar 

Zanganeh said although 81 percent of the 
phase 11 project of developing South Pars 
gas filed has been officially handed over 
to CNPC, the Chinese haven’t still done 
any work on the project.

“We have been negotiating with the 
Chinese side to determine what measures 
they are going to take.” IRNA quoted 

Zanganeh as saying on Saturday.
The official further noted that in his 

upcoming visit to China along with the 
parliament speaker Ali Larijani, one of the 
main subjects that will be addressed is 
going to be the South Pars project.

Total signed a contract in 2017 to develop 
phase 11 of South Pars field with an initial 
investment of $1 billion, marking the first 
major Western energy investment in the 

country after sanctions were lifted in 2016.
The company was pressured to leave 

Iran after the United States threatened 
to impose sanctions on companies that 
do business in the country.

The French company said in August 
it had told Iranian authorities it would 
withdraw from the South Pars gas project 

after it failed to obtain a waiver from U.S. 
sanctions against Iran.

In May, industry sources said CNPC 
was ready to take over Total’s stake in the 
project.

The offshore South Pars field holds the 
world’s largest natural gas reserves ever 
found in one place.

TEHRAN — Natural 
gas will be supplied to 

all villages in the country by the next two-
three years, National Iranian Gas Company 
(NIGC) managing director announced.

Hassan Montazer Torbati also said that 
3,000 villages in the country enjoy natural 
gas at the moment while supplying gas 
to the rural regions is a very difficult job, 
Shana reported.

Iran’s daily transferring capacity of 
gas network stands at 750 million cubic 
meters (mcm), according to the official.

“Some 93.6 percent of Iran’s popula-
tion enjoy natural gas; gas is supplied to 
97 percent of people in the urban areas 
and 82 percent of people in the rural re-
gions”, he said.

The official further noted that develop-
ment of South Pars Gas Field (the huge 

field Iran shares with Qatar in the Persian 
Gulf) has played some significant role in 
gas supplying and also gas exports to the 
neighbors.

Exports of gas to other countries while 
brings revenue for Iran, expands the coun-
try’s political relations with those countries; 
so it’s been a turning point, according to 
Montazer Torbati.

TEHRAN — Iranian 
Mines and Mining 

Industries Development and Renovation 
Organization (IMIDRO) will put 129 
projects worth $17.8 billion into operation 
by Iranian calendar year 1400 (March 
2021-March 2022), the organization 
published on its official website on 
Saturday.

The projects will create direct jobs for 
over 40,000 persons in 30 provinces.

As reported, boosting production, cre-
ating jobs, providing infrastructure and 
making joint venture with the private sector 

are the main pivots of IMIDRO’s plans.
Given the policies of IMIDRO, plan-

ning for stable development of the chain 
of products, taking the most benefits of 
the private sector’s capabilities, coop-
eration with the guilds and associations, 
reducing the risk of investment making, 
and indigenization of technology will be 
taken into account once implementing 
the mentioned 129 projects.

Meanwhile, IMIDRO Head Khodadad 
Gharibpour has recently stressed that his 
organization has accomplishing semi-
finished projects as its top priority.

TEHRAN — India 
imported 270,500 

barrels per day (bpd) of oil from Iran in 
January, ship tracking data reviewed by 
Reuters showed.

The U.S. imposed new sanctions on 
Iran’s oil sector in November but gave 
a six-month waiver to eight countries, 
including India, which allowed them to 
import some Iranian oil.

India is restricted to buying 300,000 
bpd of oil from Iran, but January’s import 
was below this figure as some cargoes were 
delayed.

India’s January imports from Iran were 
10.4 percent lower than December, the 
tanker arrival data showed.

In the first 10 months of this fiscal year 
that began in April, India’s oil imports 
from Iran rose by 14.5 percent to 507,000 

bpd as refiners boosted purchases ahead 
of the U.S. sanctions drawn by discounts 
offered by Tehran, the data showed.

Indian refiners Hindustan Petroleum 
Corp and Bharat Petrolum Corp, Mangalore 
Refinery and Petroleum Corp and Indian 
Oil Corp would lift same volume in March 
as they took in February, a government 
official said.

TEHRAN — 
Production of copper 

cathode in Iran rose 61 percent during 
the first ten months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21, 2018 - January 
20, 2019) compared to the same period 
of time in the past year, IRNA reported.

As reported, over 200,000 tons of the 
product have been produced in the country 
during the ten-month period of this year.

Also, copper cathode output in the first 
ten months of this year has been 178,600 
tons, or 11 percent, more than the antici-
pated figure.

Moreover, production of copper con-
centrate during the ten-month time of the 
present year has reached 997,535 tons, 
indicating four percent rise compared to 
the same period of time in the previous year.

COMMODITIES

CURRENCIES

STOCK MARKET 

USD 42,000 rials
EUR 47,427 rials

GBP 54,140 rials

AED 11,437 rials

TEDPIX 157113.8
IFX 1948.7

Brent $66.25/b

WTI $55.98/b

OPEC Basket $64.28/b

Gold $1,322.70 /oz

Silver $15.81/oz

Platinium $812.79  oz

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

Source: cbi.ir

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

TEHRAN — Production of sponge iron in 
Iran has risen 27 percent during the first ten 

months of the current Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2018 
- January 20, 2019) compared to the same period of time in 
the previous year, IRNA reported on Saturday.

As reported, production of sponge iron exceeded 21 million 
tons in the mentioned ten-month period of this year.

Also, sponge iron output in the tenth Iranian calendar month 
of Dey (December 22, 2018- January 20, 2019) stood at 2.145 
million tons which is 29 percent higher than the figure of the 
same month in the past year.
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No action yet by 
CNPC for developing 
South Pars phase 11: 
Zanganeh

The Turkish central bank changed its reserve rules to boost 
credit growth amid signs of a deepening slowdown in the 
Middle East’s largest economy.

The lira reserve-requirement ratios have been reduced 
by 100 basis points for deposits and participation funds 
with maturities of up to a year and for other liabilities with 
maturities up to and including three years, and by 50 basis 
points for all other liabilities, the central bank said in a 
statement on Saturday. Banks will also now be able to hold 
10 percent of their reserve requirements in gold, rather 
than 5 percent.

The changes came two days after Governor Murat Cetin-
kaya told state media he was considering adjustments to the 

lira’s liquidity. He lowered the reserve-requirement ratios 
for lira and foreign-exchange deposits last year when the 
currency was in free fall. This reduction is targeting credit 
growth rather than currency stability.

The Turkish economy is on track to cap 2018 with two 
consecutive quarters of contraction, a technical recession, 
in a sign the lira’s crash and the ensuing jump in borrowing 
costs were very damaging. The economy may shrink for 
three quarters in a row through June this year, according 
to forecasts compiled by Bloomberg. Turkey’s fourth-
quarter gross-domestic product report will be released 
on March 11.

(Source: Bloomberg)

Many shadows stalk the European continent. 
Brexit, economic slowdown in the Eurozone 
and the risk of full-blown trade wars can all 
be identified as recurring themes that are 
posing persistent challenges for Europe.

Italy is one the larger Eurozone and 
European Union (EU) nations. It is the 
third largest economy worth 16.36% of the 
Eurozone GDP.  As such, the opinion of the 
Finance Minister, Giovanni Tria, is certainly 
worth listening to.

“...We have to face the impact of Brexit, as 
well as several problems which originate from 
outside... Europe in general is experiencing 
an economic slowdown … We are facing the 
impact of uncertainties, and this is especially 
true for the more export-oriented EU member 
states, such as Germany and Italy, ...”

Let me illustrate the issues in turn.
The impact of Brexit will vary considerably 

across the EU, with some regions bracing for 
severe costs and others less exposed.

This view has been the bedrock of arch 
Eurosceptics in the UK who believe the fear of 
a disruptive “No-Deal” Brexit across Europe 
can be exploited to the UK’s advantage. 
However, so far, despite bad defeats over 
her proposals in the House of Commons the 
EU has shown solid unity over the critical 
issue i.e. the Northern Irish border.

Economic modelling reveals that Ireland 
faces the most severe Brexit consequences, 

with potential economic exposure on par 
with the impact on regions of the UK that 
are most dependent on ties to the EU. Other 
adversely affected countries will be Belgium 
and the Netherlands, as well as those with 
high volumes of trade with the UK such as 
Germany and France.

Given there is just a mere six-weeks until 
Brexit is scheduled one wonders if the EU 
will blink as it is clear the consequences of 
a no-deal Brexit is something that should 
concern them greatly. Surely, all sides must 
deliver a sensible deal which disrupts as little 
as possible. That applies to the UK as well 
as the EU.

European economic activity moderated 
in the last six-months of 2018 as global 
trade growth slowed, so diminishing 
confidence and output as several Eurozone 
members experienced disruptions in car 
production, social tensions and fiscal policy 
uncertainty.

The upshot was that GDP growth across 
both the Eurozone expanded 1.2% in Q4 2018 
over the same quarter of the previous year. 
GDP annual growth rate in the single currency 
area averaged 1.7% from 1995 until 2018.  
The Q4 figure was certainly disappointing 
as it was heavily down from the autumn 
forecast of 2.1%.

Among the larger member states, 
downward revisions for growth in 2019 
were sizeable for Germany, Italy, and the 

Netherlands. Many members only continue 
to benefit from domestic demand because 
of EU funds.

The most worrying issue in the last quarter 
of 2018 was the news that the Italian economy 
shrank by 0.2% following hot on the heels 
of a 0.1% contraction in the previous period 
and slightly more than market expectations 
of another 0.1% decrease. As it was the 
second consecutive quarter of contraction, 
Italy slipped into recession. If this does not 
improve in 2019, the nation is on course for 
an escalating debt burden that it may find 
hard to service.

Another way of measuring economic 
activity is to consider the pace of inflation. 
Consumer price inflation in the Eurozone 
fell towards the end of 2018 due to a sharp 
drop in energy prices and lower food price 
inflation.

Consumer prices in the Eurozone were 
unchanged in December 2018 as widely 
expected by markets, after a 0.2% drop in 
November. There was a solid increase in 
prices of services at 0.9% and unprocessed 
food 0.4%, however, this offset by declines 
in costs of energy -3.2%, processed food, 
alcohol & tobacco -0.2% and non-energy 
industrial goods -0.2%.

With oil price assumptions for this 
year and next now running lower than in 
autumn, Eurozone inflation is forecast to 
moderate further in 2019 to 1.4% before 

mildly recovering to 1.5% in 2020.
For the wider EU, inflation is forecast 

to average 1.6% this year and crawl higher 
to 1.8% in 2020. Be it at the Eurozone or 
EU level the inflation is certainly lower than 
what one might wish to see for price stability.

There is certainly an elevated level of 
uncertainty surrounds the economic outlook 
and the projections are subject to downside 
risks. No wonder the ECB are minded to 
start delaying rate increases or shrinking 
the balance sheet.

Global trade tensions have weighed on 
sentiment for several months now and despite 
a few snippets of upbeat news they remain a 
concern. Further pressing as a nagging doubt 
is the fact that China’s economy is slowing 
more sharply than anticipated.

The Chinese economy advanced 6.4% 
annually in Q4 2018, after a 6.5% in Q3 
matching market expectations. It was the 
lowest growth rate since the global financial 
crisis, amid intense trade dispute with the 
U.S., weakening domestic demand and 
alarming off-balance-sheet borrowings by 
local governments.

Taken in the round, it does not bode well 
for Europe in 2019 and if populists take even 
more power in May, the situation will descend 
into a sequence of excessive spending and 
territorial disputes between Brussels and 
sovereign states.

(Source: Forbes)

Turkish central bank changes reserve levels to encourage lending

European economic slowdown will have a wide impact

Automakers brace for U.S. 
government report on 
import tariffs
A confidential Commerce Department report due to be sent to Don-
ald Trump on Sunday is widely expected to clear the way for the 
U.S. president to threaten tariffs on imported autos and auto parts 
by designating the imports a national security threat, auto industry 
officials said on Friday.

The report’s recommendations may bring the global auto industry 
a step closer to its worst trade nightmare - U.S. tariffs on millions of 
imported cars and parts of up to 25 percent that many in the industry 
fear would add thousands of dollars to the cost of vehicles and potentially 
cost hundreds of thousands of jobs throughout the U.S. economy.

The contents of the report are expected to remain classified while 
Trump considers its recommendations, leaving the industry and major 
car exporters Japan, the European Union and South Korea in the 
dark about its consequences.

Auto industry officials said they expect the report to recommend 
at least some tariffs so that the administration can use the findings 
of the probe as negotiating leverage during negotiations this year 
with Japan and the EU.

The report is the result of an investigation started by the Commerce 
Department in May 2018 at Trump’s request. Known as a Section 
232 investigation, the probe’s purpose is to determine the effects of 
imports on national security.

The final version will be sent to the White House on Sunday to meet 
a statutory deadline, a Trump administration source told Reuters.

Confidential draft versions of the recommendations have circu-
lated to the White House and other government agencies for review 
since last November.

Automakers and parts suppliers are anticipating its recommen-
dation options will include broad tariffs of up to 20-25 percent on 
assembled cars and parts, or narrower tariffs targeting components 
and technologies related to new energy cars, autonomous, internet-
connected and shared vehicles.

“Nobody I’ve talked to in the industry thinks the report won’t 
recommend tariffs” in view of the Trump administration’s stated 
trade priorities, said an automotive official who spoke on condition 
of anonymity.

“And there’s not much chance that Trump decides not to impose 
them.”

Administration officials have said tariff threats on autos are a way 
to win concessions from Japan and the EU. Last year, Trump agreed 
not to impose tariffs as long as talks with the two trading partners 
were proceeding in a productive manner.

The Commerce Department alluded to a focus on emerging vehicle 
technologies when it opened the probe.

A report from the well-respected Center for Automotive Research 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan, published on Friday showed that its worst-
case scenario of a 25-percent tariff would cost 366,900 U.S. jobs in 
the auto and related industries.

U.S. light duty vehicle prices would increase by $2,750 on average 
— including U.S.-built vehicles — reducing annual U.S. sales by 1.3 
million units and forcing many consumers to the used car market, 
the think tank’s report said.

Major automaker groups said last year that the cumulative effect 
for the United States would be an $83 billion annual price increase 
and argued that there is no evidence auto imports pose a national 
security risk.

Canada and Mexico each won duty-free access to 2.6 million 
vehicles as part of a new North American free trade deal even if the 
administration moves ahead with the tariffs.

Senator Rob Portman, an Ohio Republican, recently introduced 
legislation that would shift responsibility for Section 232 investigations 
from Commerce to the U.S. Defense Department. The law containing 
the provision was passed in 1962 to keep U.S. industries healthy to 
meet Cold War defense needs.                                                (Source: Reuters)
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Plans for first Chinese solar power 
station in space revealed 

Trafigura halts oil trade with 
Venezuela: source 

China is taking its renewable energy push 
to new heights, with scientists revealing 
plans to build the first solar power station 
in space.

A solar power station orbiting the earth 
at 36,000 kilometers could tap the energy 
of the sun’s rays without interference from 
the atmosphere, or seasonal and night-time 
loss of sunlight, Chinese media reported.

Construction of an early experimental 
space power plant has begun in the inland 
city of Chongqing, China’s Science and 
Technology Daily reported on its front page.

A researcher from the China Academy 
of Space Technology Corporation, Pang 
Zhihao, said a space solar power station 
held the promise of providing “an 
inexhaustible source of clean energy for 
humans”.

It could reliably supply energy 99 per 
cent of the time, at six-times the intensity 
of solar farms on earth, he said.

Chinese scientists first plan to build 
and launch small to medium-sized solar 
power stations to be launched into the 
stratosphere to generate electricity, 
between 2021 and 2025.

The next step will be a Megawatt-
level space solar power station, slated 
for construction in 2030.

The China Academy of Space 
Technology vice-president Li Ming was 
quoted as saying China is expected to 
become the first country to build a space 
solar power station with practical value.

Pang said technical challenges to be 
overcome include the weight of a power 

station, expected to be 1000 tons, greater 
than 400 tons of the International Space 
Station.

Researchers are examining whether 
a space factory using robots and 3D 
printing technology could construct the 
power station in space, avoiding the need 
to launch a heavy structure from earth.

Solar energy would be converted to 
electricity and a microwave or laser beam 
would transmit the energy to earth.

The long-term safety impact of 
microwave radiation from a space power 
station on the atmosphere and earth’s 
ecology would also need to be studied, 
the researchers said.

A prototype created by California 
Institute of Technology scientists to 
harness and transmit solar energy from 
space using light weight tiles. 

A prototype created by California 
Institute of Technology scientists to 
harness and transmit solar energy from 
space using light weight tiles. 

In addition to overcoming the problems 
of polluting fossil fuels on earth, a solar 
power station could assist China’s deep 
space exploration program by providing 
an energy supply, the report noted.

Last year, scientists from the California 
Institute of Technology said that they had 
created a prototype capable of harnessing 
and transmitting solar energy from space 
using light weight tiles. Japan, India and 
European scientists are also working on 
ideas for solar based power in space.

(Source: smh.com.au)

The three most closely watched oil market 
forecasters are all bracing for a significant 
upsurge in non-OPEC supply growth in 2019 
but differ on the extent that global oil supply 
will outweigh oil demand.

The U.S. Energy Information 
Administration envisages global demand 
growth in 2019 rising by 1.49 million bpd 
to 101.45 bpd, higher than its peers, but its 
estimate for supply growth is near 2 million bpd.

The market is expected to be in deficit by 
almost 500,000 bpd in 2019, according to 
the EIA, as output from OPEC/non-OPEC 
deal participants and Canada, factoring in 
sanctions on Venezuelan and Iranian oil flows, 
will not be enough to offset U.S. supply growth.

The Paris-based International Energy 
Agency expects oil consumption in 2019 to 
rise to 100.6 million bpd from 99.2 million 
bpd last year, growth of 1.4 million bpd.

Unlike other agencies, it sees global 
demand growing faster this year than in 
2018 due to “lower prices and the start-up of 
petrochemical projects in China and the U.S.”

The IEA, however, said oil markets will 

still struggle to absorb fast-growing non-
OPEC supply despite sanctions on Iran and 
Venezuela and falling OPEC production in 
2019.

In terms of oil demand growth, OPEC was 
the most bearish in its monthly oil market 
report, predicting a rise of only 1.24 million 
bpd, with global consumption at 100 million 

bpd this year.
The continued strong growth of U.S. shale 

oil will soften the blow from the recent U.S. 
sanctions on Venezuela’s state-owned oil 
company PDVSA, the IEA said.

“Even so, headline benchmark crude oil 
prices have hardly changed on news of the 
sanctions,” the IEA said in its recent monthly 
market report. “This is because, in terms of 
crude oil quantity, markets may be able to 
adjust after initial logistical dislocations.”

The EIA had the highest forecast for non-
OPEC supply growth in 2018, seeing a rise of 
2.57 million bpd. IEA’s report suggested an 
increase of 1.8 million bpd, while OPEC was 
between the two, with a 2.17 million bpd gain.

OPEC said demand for its own crude in 
2019 will fall by 1.02 million bpd on the year 
in contrast to falls of 400,000 bpd seen by 
the IEA.

The EIA is even more bearish in its ‘call’ 
on OPEC, anticipating it to average 30.3 
million bpd, a fall of 1.13 million bpd from 
the previous year.

(Source: Platts)

Global oil and gas total deal value increased by $79.7b during 
2018 to reach $426.8b, despite a decrease of 18 percent in 
deal volume. This is according to the EY Global oil and gas 
transaction review 2018, which also reveals that while the 
first two quarters of 2018 saw greater deal appetite aided by 
rising oil prices, caution returned in the second half of the 
year due to a decline in the oil price to 2015 levels. Looking 
ahead, the 2019 mergers and acquisitions (M&A) environment 
will likely be shaped by lower commodity prices, uncertain 
political climate and energy transition strategies.

Andy Brogan, EY Global Oil & Gas Transaction Advisory 
Services Leader, says:

“The deal environment for the past three years has 
reflected adjustment to a perceived new normal, as the 
energy transition continues to weigh heavily on companies’ 
portfolio strategies. Risk sensitivity and a continued focus on 
portfolio optimization has shifted capital from upstream to 
mid and downstream in 2018. With a retreat in commodity 
prices, we expect companies to continue to show restraint 
in how they spend their cash. However, we anticipate that 
other sources of funding will underpin an increase in M&A 
activity during 2019.”

Upstream deal value declined from $164.8b to $130.3b 
during 2018, while deal counts declined by 26 percent. Other 
factors impacting M&A activity last year included a more 
disciplined approach to capital deployment, with upstream 
players focusing on their highest productivity capex-related 
investments and reducing debt. Despite expectations of the 
transition from oil to gas, this did not seem to translate into 

gas specific transactions activity; indeed the proportion of 
these deals declined from 21 percent to 13 percent over the 
course of the year.

Last year marked a five year high for midstream 
transactions ($193.1b), representing the largest total 
deal value (45 percent) for oil and gas transactions during 
that period. Corporate simplification and restructuring 
drove almost 75 percent ($140b) of the total deal value, as 
companies restructured and consolidated their affiliates in 
response to changes in U.S. tax regulations. Companies also 
continued their focus on lowering capital costs, increasing 
capital access and improving balance sheets to position 
for infrastructure expansion.

Downstream activity in 2018 was at historically high 
levels. Deal values reached $82.5b (up 11 percent from 

2017), while deal volume reached 172 (also up 11 percent 
from 2017). Consistent with activity in more recent years, 
North America and Europe continued to be the most active 
regions, representing 88 percent of deal value and 69 percent 
of deal volume.

In 2018, the oilfield services (OFS) sector saw 218 deals 
announced globally, down 7 percent from 234 in 2017. OFS 
deal value ($21b) was down 11 percent from $24b in 2017, 
owing to the limited number of large transactions above $1b 
(just three in 2018) and a continued lack of transformational 
deals (above $10b). Looking back, 2013 and 2014 were the 
strongest years for OFS M&A activity in recent memory, 
followed by lows during 2015 and 2016, and 2017-2018 
showing a slight recovery. The report indicates that the sector 
can expect further growth in 2019 and 2020.

Brogan says: “The continuing lack of blockbuster deals 
in 2017 and 2018 highlights the industry’s sense of caution 
in the post-downturn era. Notwithstanding the retreat in oil 
prices, the market seems to have confidence in the prospects 
for upstream assets. Midstream corporate simplification is 
now complete, which will result in midstream transaction 
value and volume cooling off in 2019, as the market goes 
back to classical deal drivers. Downstream, the driving force 
will be a continued expectation that petrochemicals will 
be an important source of new demand, and that marine 
bunker fuel requirements will put increasing pressure on the 
refining sector. New capital will be required and, inevitably, 
that means transactions.”

(Source: hellenicshippingnews.com)

Global commodities firm Trafigura has 
decided to stop trading oil with Venezuela 
due to U.S. sanctions on the OPEC nation’s 
energy sector, a source with direct knowledge 
of the matter said.

The decision will come as a blow to 
Caracas as Swiss-based Trafigura has a 
long-standing arrangement with state-
run PDVSA to take Venezuelan crude and, 
in exchange, supply the Latin American 
country with refined products.

Washington imposed fresh sanctions on 
PDVSA last month to cut off a key source 
of revenue for President Nicolas Maduro. 
The move came after congress head Juan 
Guaido invoked constitutional provisions 
to become interim president, arguing that 
socialist Maduro’s re-election last year was 
a sham.

Last year, trading company Trafigura 
directly took 34,000 barrels per day (bpd) 
of Venezuelan crude and products, which 
were mostly resold to U.S. and Chinese 
refineries, according to internal PDVSA 
trade documents seen by Reuters.

Trafigura will stop business with PDVSA 
after completing a small number of already-
concluded trades, the source said.

Due to the size of Venezuela’s oil-for-loan 
agreements with China and Russia and the 
weight of previous U.S. sanctions, cash-
strapped PDVSA has become increasingly 
reliant on intermediaries to export its crude 
and import refined products.

Trafigura is due to load two cargoes of 
Venezuelan crude before the end of February, 
the source with direct knowledge and a 

shipping source said.
It was not immediately clear whether 

these two tankers were the last of the already-
concluded trades, or how many - if any 
- product tankers would be sent in return.

For the trading firm, the decision 
means giving up a source of crude supply 
for Russia-backed Indian refiner Nayara 
Energy, in which Trafigura holds a near 
25 percent stake.

Nayara would still be able to buy 
Venezuelan crude through Russia’s Rosneft 
and other intermediaries.

The U.S. sanctions limit U.S. refiners 
to paying for Venezuelan oil by using 
escrow accounts that cannot be accessed 
by Maduro’s government. Foreign firms that 
use the U.S. financial system for oil trading 
or U.S. units are similarly restricted, cutting 
off avenues for PDVSA to collect revenue.

In an effort to ease domestic fuel 
shortages, PDVSA’s imports skyrocketed 
last year. Its own refining system is hobbled 
by technical failure, a lack of investment, 
delayed maintenance and insufficient crude 
supply.

In the last three months of 2018, 
Venezuela exported about 1.45 million 
bpd of crude and products. Trading houses 
lifted 225,000 bpd of that, according to the 
PDVSA documents and Refinitiv Eikon data.

Exports to the United States, Venezuela’s 
primary export customer, have since dried 
up, as well as those to other destinations, 
with loaded tankers left stranded off 
Venezuelan ports.

(Source: CNBC)
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Oil market forecasters 
largely bearish on 2019 

Oil’s surge this week has 
crude poised for a breakout 
Analysts say oil prices are approaching breakout levels, and 
the final day of trading this week will offer clues about whether 
crude futures can keep rallying.

Brent crude on Friday topped $66 a barrel for the first 
time this year, hitting a roughly three-month closing high at 
$66.25 and rising 6.7 percent this week.

Meanwhile, U.S. West Texas Intermediate crude approached 
$56 on Friday, settling 2.2 percent higher at $55.59 a barrel, 
the best closing prices since Nov. 19.

The main catalyst for the bullish run is a sharp pullback 
in OPEC’s output at the start of a six-month production-cut-
ting deal, which was bolstered by top exporter Saudi Arabia’s 
pledge to pump well below its quota. This week, Saudi Energy 
Minister Khalid al-Falih said the kingdom plans to produce 
9.8 million barrels a day in March, about half a million barrels 
below levels the Saudis agreed to and down from 11.1 million 
bpd in November.

That is finally helping oil prices push through resistance 
built on forecasts for slowing demand and concerns about 
a sluggish global economy as the U.S.-China trade dispute 
remains unresolved.

“Oil has previously struggled during previous periods of 
risk aversion but, like its fellow commodities, is fond of a 
weaker dollar and is continuing to respond to favorable reports 
this week,” Craig Erlam, senior market analyst at brokerage 
OANDA, wrote in a morning market briefing.

“Brent and WTI are both now seriously testing a major 
resistance zone, around $65 and $55, respectively, the break 
of which could be the catalyst for another rally.”

John Kilduff, founding partner at energy hedge fund Again 
Capital, placed Brent’s breakout level at $66.25 and thinks WTI 
will snap resistance around $56. Earlier in the day, he said if 
Brent settled above $65 and WTI ended the day above $55 it 
“would be an important close for the week” and “just continue 
to solidify the gains that we’ve been installing.”

The uptrend in the market is still “nascent,” says Kilduff, 
but WTI’s rise from a low of $51.23 on Monday to a high near 
$56 on Friday gives the sideways channel a more bullish tone. 
A bearish mood had prevailed after WTI took a run at $56 a 
barrel last week and then faltered through the start of this 
week, he said.

In addition to the deeper-than-expected Saudi production 
cuts, Kilduff says markets are getting a boost from threats of 
militant attacks on Nigeria’s oil infrastructure ahead of Sat-
urday’s presidential elections, ongoing conflict over Libya’s 
biggest oil field, an outage at Saudi Arabia’s largest offshore 
field and new U.S. sanctions against Venezuela’s state-owned 
energy company.

“It’s been a pretty measured response to a lot of bullish 
news actually,” he said.

(Source: CNBC)

Oil and gas M&A deal value increased in 2018 despite lower deal volume 

Pakistan, Malaysia expected 
to finalize LNG supply deal 
Pakistan and Malaysia are likely to finalize a multibillion-dollar 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) supply deal in a government-
to-government arrangement during the upcoming visit of 
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohammad.

At present, 200 million cubic feet of LNG per day (mmcfd) 
is being handled by the second LNG terminal at Port Qasim, 
following short and long-term agreements with Gunvor and 
Eni respectively. As the capacity utilization was far lower than 
the terminal’s capacity, the Cabinet Committee on Energy on 
Wednesday directed the Petroleum Division to arrange more 
gas imports in order to fully utilize the capacity of 750 mmcfd.

During Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit to Kuala Lumpur, 
the Malaysian premier discussed prospects of the LNG supply 
agreement. The two countries had already signed the Inter-
governmental Agreement on LNG in November 2017. Malaysian 
energy firm Petronas offered LNG supply, but the agreement 
was delayed due to change of government.

Pakistan wants to export skilled and semi-skilled manpower 
to Malaysia, particularly in the information technology sector 
and for industrial-scale manufacturing in the field of electronics. 
Pakistan has also sought Malaysian investment in its oil and 
gas sector.

“The Malaysian premier will arrive on March 23 and 
several investment agreements are likely to be inked during 
his trip,” Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Deputy Secretary 
Information Chaudhry Hamid said while talking to The 
Express Tribune. He said the PTI government had restored 
the confidence of investors in Pakistan due to improvement 
in security situation, therefore, investors were coming to 
explore investment opportunities.

He pointed out that billions of dollars of investment 
agreements would also be inked during the upcoming visit of 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman.

“Investment by Saudi Arabia is an indicator for the rest of 
the world that Pakistan is an ideal destination for investment 
in different sectors,” he emphasized, adding that Saudi Arabia 
would inject money into the areas of oil, minerals, renewable 
energy and industry.

He said many countries were eyeing Pakistan for investment, 
adding that after the Saudi crown prince’s trip to Pakistan, 
the Malaysian prime minister would arrive next month. He 
stressed that without a bailout package from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), different countries trusted the PTI as 
the government had taken several measures to stabilize the 
economy over the past six months.

He revealed that Pakistan had become a hub of foreign 
investment as around 72 foreign companies had contacted the 
Board of Investment (BOI) for pouring capital into the country. 
Recalling that the government had announced a housing scheme 
to provide affordable homes to people, Hamid pointed out 
that the government was finalizing a mechanism to pave the 
way for investors to participate in the project. “Many overseas 
investors are interested in executing such projects,” he said.

He also said overseas Pakistanis were taking interest in 
buying Pakistan Banao Certificates, adding that through the 
bond, the overseas Pakistanis were shifting their investments 
to their home country.

“There is another incentive for the overseas Pakistanis. If 
they buy the bond and come to Pakistan, they can get cash in 
Pakistani rupees,” he suggested.

Hamid said the certificates reflected the government’s 
commitment to ensure that development financing was 
diversified and made sustainable in the long-term interest 
of the country.

(Source: Tribune)
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TEHRAN — India has 
initiated diplomatic re-

taliation against Pakistan whom it accuses 
of providing sanctuary to militant groups 
like Jaish e Mohammad (JeM) that carried 
out a deadly attack in Kashmir on Thursday.

After revoking its ‘most favored status’ to 
Pakistan on Friday, India’s next diplomatic 
move against Pakistan, according to reports, 
would be at the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) plenary meeting in Paris on Febru-
ary 17-22. 

Pakistan was put on the grey list of the 
international financial watchdog in June 2018 
and was put on notice to be blacklisted by 
October 2019 if it didn’t curb money laun-
dering and terror financing. 

Experts opine that if India manages to 
convince FATF on Pakistan’s involvement 
in terrorism then it would lead to massive 
financial curbs on Pakistan’s already flail-
ing economy.

Last month Pakistan had sent a Terror 
Financing Risk Assessment Report electroni-
cally to FATF in a bid to secure exit from the 
grey list of the Paris-based watchdog.

The report identified some key routes of 
the terror financing and money laundering, 
saying Pakistan-Afghanistan and Pakistan-
Iran borders were two key routes of such flows.

However, following Thursday’s attack in 
Indian-controlled Kashmir that killed at least 
44 members of India’s central reserve police 

force (CRPF), India is expected to register a 
strong protest with FATF to blacklist Pakistan.

On Friday, Indian finance minister Arun 
Jaitley said New Delhi would take all diplo-
matic steps to ensure “complete isolation of 
Pakistan” in the international community.

The other important diplomatic move, 
according to sources, would be to have the 
European Union Commission blacklist Pa-
kistan. India is engaged with the EU on the 

matter, say reports. The European Commis-
sion normally blacklists countries that are 
put on FATF’s grey list. The commission has 
already proposed to put Pakistan’s name on 
its blacklist.

Meanwhile, Pakistan has put a tough front, 
dismissing India’s warnings. 

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said the instruction 
given by Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi to his foreign office to diplomatically 
isolate Pakistan was “a dream which will 
never come true”.

He said the world knows Pakistan was “not 
involved” in the recent attack in Kashmir.

Qureshi, who is currently in Germany to 
attend the Munich Security Conference, re-
sponded strongly to allegations of Pakistan’s 
involvement in the attack. 

He said Pakistan has “always advocated 
peace” with neighboring countries and Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s peace overture to In-
dia was on record. He urged India to refrain 
from hurling “baseless accusations” against 
Pakistan.

Condemning the incident, he said Paki-
stan has never been in favour of violence. 
He invited India to share evidence, if it has 
any, of Pakistan’s involvement. 

The attack in southern Kashmir’s Pul-
wama district on Thursday afternoon was the 
deadliest attack on Indian security forces in 
the conflict-torn region in decades. It drew 
condemnation from many countries and 
evoked anger and outrage across India.

In last few days, there has been vociferous 
talk of war and military retaliation by India, 
although peace activists in the country have 
strongly opposed the idea. 

Kashmiris living, working or studying 
in different parts of India have also faced 
the heat as right-wing groups have targeted 
them, according to media reports. 

India moves to diplomatically isolate 
Pakistan; Islamabad terms it a ‘dream’

By Syed Zafar Mehdi
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India, U.S. 
heading for a 
trade 
showdown 

Israel training 
mercenaries in 
UAE camps in 
Negev: Haaretz

U.S. to withdraw 
1,000 more 
troops from 
Afghanistan 

UN calls for 
$920m aid 
for Rohingya 
refugees

TEHRAN — While the trade war between 
United States and China continues to es-

calate, tensions between Washington and New Delhi are 
also rising. 

According to a report in CNN, U.S. Secretary of Com-
merce Wilbur Ross was scheduled to visit India for talks 
over trading relationship worth about $125 billion a year on 
Thursday. He canceled his trip late Wednesday.

The two countries, the report stated, are heading for a 
showdown on trade. 

Tensions between New Delhi and Washington have in-
creased in recent months as President Donald Trump’s “Buy 
American, Hire American” strategy clashes with Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s campaign to “Make in India”, the 
report mentioned. 

Trump has repeatedly slammed Indian duties on U.S. 
goods, particularly on products like Harley-Davidson (HOG) 
motorcycles, even though it’s not clear Harley actually pays 
the tariff. Last month, Trump took aim at India’s 150% tariff 
on imported whiskey.

Washington announced last year that it would review 
India’s eligibility for the GSP program, after complaints 
from U.S. dairy farmers and medical device manufacturers 
that India’s tariffs had hurt their exports.

Israel’s leading daily Haaretz says Tel Aviv is a partner to 
the Saudi war on Yemen and is “reaping the profits” from 
its partnership in the brutal aggression.

Haaretz revealed that Israeli officers are training foreign 
mercenaries, led by the Colombians and Nepalese, in UAE-
funded camps situated in Negev Desert.

Quoting sources in a U.S. House Intelligence Commit-
tee, the report said the mercenaries have been recruited by 
Mohammed Dahlan, security adviser to Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

The mercenaries, it added, later took part in the Saudi 
offensive against the port city of Hudaydah and other conflict 
zones in Yemen.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE launched the devastating military 
campaign against Yemen to bring the Riyadh-backed former 
government back to power. The invaders have, however, failed 
to achieve their objective in the face of Yemeni resistance.

It further cited reports suggesting Israeli companies’ 
relations with Saudi Arabia and its allies.

Israeli software firm NSO Group is suspected of selling 
Riyadh Pegasus spyware accused of helping trace Saudi dis-
sident journalist Jamal Khashoggi, who was killed by a hit 
squad inside kingdom’s Istanbul consulate last October.

(Source: Press TV)

TEHRAN — United States is reportedly 
mulling the withdrawal of 1,000 more 

troops from war-ravaged Afghanistan as part of an efficiency 
drive by the new commander of U.S. forces in the country. 

U.S. Army General Joseph Votel, head of the U.S. mili-
tary’s Central Command, was quoted saying on Friday that 
the decision to reduce some of the 14,000 American forces 
in Afghanistan was not linked to the peace process. 

Instead, it was part of an effort by General Scott Miller, who 
took over as the commander of U.S. forces in Afghanistan in 
September last year, to make “better use of U.S. resources.”

Late last year, U.S. President Donald Trump had an-
nounced withdrawal of 7,000 troops from Afghanistan, a 
decision that showed the fatigue and failure of U.S. officials 
with the protracted war in Afghanistan.

U.S. officials have held several rounds of talks with the 
Taliban in recent months without any breakthrough. Taliban 
have demanded the complete withdrawal of foreign forces 
from Afghanistan. Taliban negotiators are expected to meet 
the U.S. officials on February 18 in Islamabad.

Meanwhile, assuaging the concerns of Afghan officials 
regarding the withdrawal of U.S. forces, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s Afghanistan envoy Zamir Kabulov has said 
it won’t create a power vacuum in the war-ravaged country.

TEHRAN — United Nations has called for 
$920 million in aid for around a million 

Rohingya refugees currently putting up in refugee camps 
of Bangladesh.

In a joint statement, the UN refugee agency and the In-
ternational Organization of Migration (IOM) said they were 
looking to raise US$920 million to meet “the massive needs 
of more than 900,000 refugees from Myanmar and over 
330,000 vulnerable Bangladeshis in host communities”.

“Critical aid and services such as food, water, sanitation 
and shelter represent more than half of the funding needs 
this year,” the statement said

This is the third appeal for aid issued jointly by UNHCR, 
IOM and Bangladesh.

It has been one year since Rohingya Muslims were forced 
to leave Myanmar following brutal crackdown by Myanmar 
military with tacit support from the government. 

As per conservative estimates, there are around 905,000 
Rohingya refugees presently in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar, 
although some human rights bodies have put the figure higher. 

The savagery in Rakhine was described by the United 
Nations as “a textbook example of ethnic cleansing”. 

INTERNATIONAL
d e s k

INTERNATIONAL
d e s k

1        “The murderer and the US-Israeli puppet is getting 
warm welcome in Pakistan, while we call Pakistan the ‘Port 
of Islam’,” tweeted Mudasir Hussain Toori, attacking the 
PTI government led by Imran Khan. 

“Such a shameless murderer cannot be accepted by brave 
nations but only by slave nations who seek help from these 
freaks,” he added.

“People of Pakistan, China, Indonesia, Malaysia and India: 
We all must protest this monster’s trip to our countries,” 
tweeted freelance writer and illustrator Huda Z. 

“Doesn’t matter if we’re too less to stop him from com-
ing. We must protest so that at least the pages of history 
remember that not all of us were silent,” she said using 
hashtag #MBSNotWelcome.

“In Saudi Arabia (Kingdom of Extremism), religious 
clerics incite hatred against Shia Muslims. No wonder why 
little Zakaria was killed brutally in the streets of Madina,” 
tweeted Zeeshan Haider, referring to the savage murder 
of 6-year-old Zakaria Al-Jaber, which shook the collective 
conscience of humanity.

The gruesome incident unraveled the scale and magnitude 
of sectarian indoctrination in the Kingdom.

“MBS is part of the Saudi ruling family which has usurped 
the oil wealth of the Ummah, even though Islam has man-
dated it as public property for the benefit of the Ummah,” 
wrote Owais Khattak.

Meanwhile, the interior ministry of Pakistan issued a 
circular singling out some Shiite organisations in Pakistan 
for ‘protesting’ against the visit of Saudi crown prince to 
Pakistan, which could be a cause of embarrassment for hosts. 

The circular was shared widely over social media and 
drew sharp reaction from netizens. 

“Unfortunate to single out one sect for being responsible 
for online protest against visit of Muhammad bin Salman. 
Such sectarian profiling would only serve to further sectarian 
divisions in the country,” tweeted Baqir Sajjad, a journalist 
with Dawn newspaper.

MBS, accompanied by his close aides, is expected to arrive 
in Pakistan on Sunday. Preparations are afoot to welcome 
the crown prince. According to reports in Pakistani media, 
the government has booked 300 super luxury cars and 700 
rooms in leading hotels for the royal visit. 

However, the prince will be flying to Pakistan with his 

own entourage of cars and other belongings, according to 
reports. At least 80 containers are being dispatched to Is-
lamabad for his stay. 

According to Pakistani officials, he will be the first 
state guest to stay at the official residence of the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, which will be secured by 130 Saudi 
royal guards. 

A 235-member delegation of the Islamic Military Counter 
Terrorism Coalition (IMCTC) led by Pakistan’s former army 
chief General Raheel Sharif has been tasked with security 
arrangements.

During the period of his stay in Pakistan, airspace will be 
shut down, cellphone services partially suspended and main 
routes closed to heavy traffic in Islamabad and Rawalpindi.

Meanwhile, Islamabad is set to sign billions of dollars of 
investment deals with Saudi Arabia, including a multibillion 
dollar oil refinery in Gwadar, according to reports. 

The deals have raised many eyebrows in Pakistan’s intel-
ligentsia circles.

Writing in Aljazeera, journalist Taha Siddiqui warned that 
the Saudis were using aid packages and investment promises 
“to buy the economically embattled Pakistani government’s 
loyalty and convince it to turn a blind eye to their destructive 
actions within Pakistan’s borders.”

“While any economic investment is most welcome, Khan 
must tell Prince Mohammed that it cannot come at the price 
of its internal stability. It is time that Islamabad reconsiders 
its decades-old transactional relationship with Riyadh,” he 
wrote, referring to Saudi-funded seminaries that have become 
breeding ground for extremism and terrorism. 

TEHRAN — The war drums are beating 
again, this time deafeningly. Following 
the ghastly attack on a military convoy in 
Indian controlled Kashmir on Thursday, 
which left more than 40 dead, India is 
seeking revenge.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
vowed ‘befitting reply’ to the ‘perpetrators 
of the heinous attack and their patrons’, in 
an oblique reference to Pakistan. 

Modi took to Twitter to announce that 
“no force will succeed in disturbing peace, 
progress and stability of India,” declaring 
strong response.

It is the deadliest attack to target Indian 
security forces in the disputed region since 
the insurgency broke out in late 1980s. There 
have been at least 10 suicide attacks in the 
region since 1989.

The attack took place in south Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district when a 70-vehicle convoy 
of India’s central reserve police force (CRPF) 
was heading to Kashmir’s summer capital – 
Srinagar. The unofficial reports have put the 
death toll at 46, the highest casualty figure 
in a single terrorist attack in three decades 
of insurgency. 

The responsibility for the deadly attack 
was claimed by Jaish e Mohammad (JeM). 
The person who carried out the attack was 
identified as 19-year-old Aadil Ahmad, a na-
tive of south Kashmir. 

India says the militant group has long 
had sanctuary in Pakistan and accuses its 
neighbor of failing to act against the group 
or arrest its leader Masood Azhar. 

India has called for global sanctions against 
JeM and demanded that Masood Azhar be 
listed as a terrorist by the UN Security Coun-
cil. According to officials in India, the move 
has been repeatedly blocked by China, an 
all-weather ally of Islamabad.

But, following Thursday’s attack, India is 
expected to push harder, which is evident from 

the strong and politically-charged statements 
issued by PM Modi and his senior cabinet 
ministers. “We have given complete freedom 
to the security forces of the country. We have 
full faith in their bravery and valour,” Modi 
said on Thursday.

Without naming Pakistan, he said “our 
neighboring country has already been side-
lined by the international community, still 
if it thinks it can create problems for India, 
it is their mistake.”

Arun Jaitley, who resumed charge as 
India’s finance minister on Friday, said In-
dia will ensure the “complete isolation” of 
Pakistan and would take “all possible dip-
lomatic steps” to cut Pakistan off from the 
international community.

Briefing media after the cabinet meeting 
on Friday, Jaitley said the perpetrators of 
the attack would pay a “heavy price” for it.

In the aftermath of the attack, India with-
drew the ‘most favored nation’ status given 
to Pakistan in trade services in 1996, which 
means India can now enhance customs du-
ties on goods coming from Pakistan to any 
possible extent.

Before Thursday’s carnage, the deadliest 
attack on Indian security forces in Kashmir 
took place in 2002, when 31 people were killed 
at an army base in Jammu region, most of 
them relatives of soldiers. 

In 2016, at least 19 Indian security per-
sonnel were killed when militants attacked 
an army base in the border region of Uri in 
Kashmir.

The latest attack comes amidst the alarm-
ing spike in violence in the conflict-torn re-
gion, especially since the killing of popular 
22-year-old militant commander Burhan 
Wani in 2016.

According to official statistics, more than 
500 people were killed in 2018 – which in-
cludes civilians, security forces and militants 
– the highest toll in a decade.

Pakistan condemned the attack and 
rejected allegations that it was in any way 

responsible for it.
In a statement, Pakistan’s foreign minis-

try said the country has “always condemned 
heightened acts of violence” in Kashmir and 
that it will “strongly reject any insinuation 
by elements in the Indian government and 
media circles that seek to link the attack to 
the State of Pakistan without investigations.”

China also condemned the attack, saying 
it was “deeply shocked” by it. “We firmly 
oppose and strongly condemn all forms of 
terrorism. We hope relevant regional coun-
tries will cooperate to cope with the threat of 
terrorism and jointly uphold regional peace 
and stability,” China’s foreign ministry said 
in a statement.

On listing of Masood Azhar as a ‘global 
terrorist’ by the UN Security Council, China’s 
foreign ministry spokesman said the 1267 
committee of UN Security Council has a “clear 
stipulation on the listing and procedure of the 
terrorist organisations”, adding that “China 
will continue to handle the relevant sanc-
tions issue in a constructive and responsible 
manner”.

Iran also condemned the attack and 
termed any kind of violence as “unaccep-
table”. “As a country that has been a victim 
of terrorism and has taken major and ef-
fective steps to root out terrorist groups in 
the West Asia region and has paid heavy 
costs and is resolved to keep up this path 
with strong determination, we believe us-
ing such bloody and inhumane methods by 
any group and with any motive and under 
any name is unacceptable,” said foreign 
ministry spokesman Bahram Qassemi.

United Nations also took serious cogni-
zance of the attack and said the perpetra-
tors should be brought to justice. “We wish 
a speedy recovery to those injured and call 
for those behind the attack to be brought to 
justice,” said the statement. 

Quite significantly, Kashmir’s top separatist 
leaders Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 
and Yasin Malik also expressed sorrow over 

Thursday’s attack and said the “people and 
leadership of Kashmir regret every killing 
that happens on its soil”.

“As we witness killing of our loved ones 
and shoulder their coffins each day, we can 
feel and understand the pain and sense of 
loss that the family and friends of those 
who are killed go through,” read the joint 
statement.

They asserted that the delay in the resolu-
tion of Kashmir dispute, denial to engage with 
the sentiments and aspirations of Kashmiris 
was ‘wreaking havoc in Kashmir’. 

Meanwhile, the unprecedented attack 
has drawn anger and outrage across India 
with some people calling for ‘military and 
diplomatic retaliation’. While the diplomatic 
retaliation has already ensued, according 
to security observers, a military retaliation 
cannot be ruled out either.

In 2016, following an attack on India’s 
military base in the border region of Kashmir, 
PM Modi had ordered surgical strikes deep 
inside Pakistan controlled Kashmir. 

But the popular opinion in both India 
and Pakistan seems against any military ad-
venture. Social media has been flooded with 
posts asking India to avoid ‘chest-thumping’ 
and ‘war rhetoric’.

“Once again the usual chest thumping 
and war rhetoric by Indians on the Pulwama 
attack without understanding the structural, 
institutional and social causes of the Kashmir 
independence movement,” tweeted Anubhav 
Singh from India.

“All the rhetoric of war in the Indian me-
dia would do no good, instead it is time for 
introspection for the Modi government and 
it must move towards finding a solution of 
Kashmir by engaging with real stakehold-
ers namely Pakistan and Hurriyat,” tweeted 
Hassan Raza from Pakistan.

With general elections approaching in 
India, Modi is expected to play his cards tact-
fully. Will war with Pakistan at this juncture 
help him retain the chair? 

#MBSNotWelcome trends in Pakistan ahead of MBS’ visit

After Kashmir attack, war drums beating again
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By Yusuf Abdullah

ABUJA — In the name of Allah Who states 
“If Allah helps you, none can overcome you; 
If He forsakes you, who is there, after that, 
which can help you? In Allah then, let Be-
lievers put their trust. Q3:160

May His everlasting peace and blessings 
be upon His noble servant, our master Mu-
hammad and his purified progeny?

With gratitude to Allah the Most High, 
let me congratulate the leader of the Islamic 
revolution (H), the Iranian nation and indeed 
the Muslim-Ummah on the marvelous 40th 
anniversary of Islamic revolution in spite 
of persistent conspiracies and rhetoric of 
the arrogant powers and their stooges. No 
doubt, the multidimensional achievements of 
the Islamic republic owe a lot to the sincere, 
faithful, audacious, and insightful leadership 
which proves tremendously beneficial not 
to the Islamic republic alone, but the Mus-
lim-Ummah  at large.

This piece is not a graphical comparison 
on today’s Iran and its subservient past when 
it was absolutely controlled by the West, but 
a souvenir on what I consider most important 
aspects of the revolution as it affects Muslims 
in general. It is intended for stakeholders to 
detailed study the historic revolution and its 
aftermath with a view to take lesson there 
from. Some of its fundamental achievements 
include:

1. Most importantly, the revolution was 
based on the mission of man as a vicegerent 
of Allah on earth, through the establishment 
of Islamic government on Islamic ideals and 
values that apparently impacts on the entire 
Muslim-Ummah, and international communi-
ty. Despite similarities with French, Russian, 
Chinese, Cuban and Nicaraguan, the Islamic 
revolution stands erect as faith-based.

2. Well established institutions with 
enormous and direct touch on the Ummah 
like the international Quds day, unity week 
and periodic educational conferences and 
awakening programmes. No doubt, these are 
of significant benefit world at large.

3. Unrelenting multifaceted support to 
the world oppressed irrespective of  race, 
religion and geography especially Muslims 
in Palestine, Yemen, Bahrain, Iraq, Syria, 
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan and Myanmar among 
others, most importantly, provision of edu-
cational scholarships to children of  martyrs 
and periodic empowerment.

4. Active participation in all matters having 
to do with culture and education of Muslim 
world such as Musabaqat, multilateral trade 

and co-operation for the benefit of stakehold-
ers in particular and humanity in general.

5. Promoting the original message of 
Islam intelligently on the principle of unity 
and justice to Muslims and non-Muslims 
leading to tangible result. The impact of 
such move was very obvious on many fa-
mous individuals such as Sheikh Mahmud 
Shaltut and Professor Ibrahim Dasuqi of the 
Muslim Arab world, and non-Muslims like 
late Mandela, Hugo Chavez and currently 
Putin, Nicolas Maduro and many others 
across the world.

6. Despite unabated sanctions of four 
decades, the Islamic republic had wonder-
ful results in security, healthcare delivery, 
agriculture, economy, defense, education, 
science, technology, aviation, oil and solid 
minerals, communication, transport, diplo-
macy, space technology, social welfare and 
private sector among others.

7. Exporting the Islamic revolutionary 
ideas through the country’s cultural offices 
and other possible avenues to help the Muslim 
world actualize Islamic ideals, self-reliance 
and socio-economic stability, and also to in-
ternational community as a whole.

To elaborate few points raised above, 
here are some statistics made available in 
the course of the celebration as examples. 
According to World Bank, Iran was 7th in 
2016 in the area of patent as against 38th 
in 1970. With great strides in science and 
technology, it was 38th in 1970 and 7th in 
2016 for which it is considered the fastest 
growing in the field. The education sector 
has witnessed significant improvement rising 
from 16 universities before the revolution to 

267 now. The students’ enrolment also rose 
from 154,315 to 4.5 million respectively. The 
literacy index has greatly risen to 93%. The 
country was ranked 5th in citable scientific 
articles’ publication in the West Asian re-
gion in 1996.

On health care delivery, life expectancy has 
generally risen to 75 years as against 50 before 
the Islamic revolution with child mortality 
rate from 185 in 1000 to 14.9 respectively. It 
has also rose from 5890 medical specialists 
before the revolution to 36000 with female as 
very significant part. The World Bank reports 
in 2009 ranked Iran, 21st in terms of quality 
and number of hospitals just as UNICEF 
recognized it as the second country of the 
world in control of contagious diseases. Other 
fields with tremendous achievements are 
agriculture, Nano-technology, aerospace and 
nuclear technology. However, an insignifi-
cant portion of Iranian does not appreciate 
the monumental development. This is not 
unconnected with lack of pre-revolution 
experience and comparative knowledge of 
socio-economic indices of most countries. To 
curb the unnecessary gaps, the government 
could intensify efforts in public enlightenment 
in this direction.

Today’s Islamic Iran is totally different 
from the despotic days when it was subser-
vient to West.  To know the extent of Imam’s 
works, one must go through its pages before 
the success of the Islamic revolution. In other 
words, when it was under Israel, America 
and Western powers. Those days, it was ab-
solutely dependent. Farming strategically 
killed through white revolution. Educa-
tion, health, aviation, commerce and other 

sectors of human endeavors deliberately 
destroyed. Good virtues and moral value 
down with infiltration of western cultures 
that encouraged all sorts of immorality in 
the name of freedom and civilization. The 
Shah’s inherited monarchy was very strong 
seeing the light for over two thousand years 
relatively unopposed. Treading the steps of 
his martyred father, the Imam courageous-
ly led the struggle against oppression to its 
conclusive end. He proudly led to success the 
best remembered and ever-lasting revolution 
of the last century.

Early from his twenties, the Imam preached 
against tyranny of the Shah who was used by 
Western powers in suppressing the people 
and exploiting their resources. Consequently, 
the Imam and his disciples were severely 
persecuted for their faith. Sometimes sol-
diers would attack the prominent Faydhiyyah 
School where he taught throwing students 
down from its top leading to their martyrdom, 
including many assassination attempts on his 
life. Today, the Islamic republic is a symbol 
of security, social justice, moral values and 
scientific and technological advancement as 
all these no doubt owe their origin from the 
original teachings of Islam.

The plight of the Muslim-Ummah obvious-
ly, is very disheartening. Because despite its 
numeric strength, economic potentials and 
unequalled history, it is in absolute predica-
ment which is not unconnected with the way 
it ignores the honorable teachings of Islam 
allowing itself to be disunited on trivial issues 
despite clear warnings. This no doubt is the 
root cause of all humiliations it experiences in 
different parts of the world such as Iraq, Kash-
mir, Afghanistan, Syria, Palestine, Yemen, 
Pakistan, Somalia, Myanmar, Central African 
Republic and host others. The increasing 
poverty, fear, confusion, general insecurity, 
killings, and various forms of persecution 
in Nigeria no doubt owe its origin to this.  
For urgent solution however, Muslims must 
change “… verily, never will Allah change 
the condition of a people until they change 
it themselves with their own souls” Q13:11. 
Therefore, our glory obviously lies in solid 
unity and total adherence to the teachings 
of the noble Qur’an and purified progeny 
as consistently taught by the Imam (QS).

While praying for Allah’s mercies to the 
founder of the Islamic republic and leader 
of the Islamic revolution, as usual, I empha-
size the urgent need for the unconditional 
release of the oppressed leader of Islamic 
Movement, Sheikh Ibraheem el-Zakzaky 
(H) and his disciples.

The Islamic Revolution in Iran and the 
Muslim Worlds Challenges

1       Traditional adversaries 
will continue attempts to gain 
and assert influence, taking ad-
vantage of changing conditions in 
the international environment—
including the weakening of the 
post-WWII international order 
and dominance of Western dem-
ocratic ideals, increasingly iso-
lationist tendencies in the West, 
and shifts in the global economy.

These adversaries pose 
challenges within traditional, 
non-traditional, hybrid, and asymmetric military, economic, 
and political spheres.

“Russian efforts to increase its influence and authority are 
likely to continue and may conflict with U.S. goals and priorities 
in multiple regions.”

The 2019 National Intelligence Strategy report also discusses 
China’s modernization of its military and pursuit of “predomi-
nance” in the Pacific region.

According to this report, the “other enemy” is Iran that is 
not taking its 2015 commitment to a peaceful nuclear program 
seriously. Iran’s pursuit of more advanced missile and military 
capabilities and continued support for terrorist groups, militants, 
and other U.S. opponents will continue to threaten U.S. interests.

Multiple adversaries continue to pursue capabilities to inflict 
potentially catastrophic damage to U.S. interests through the 
acquisition and use of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), 
which includes biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons.

The report says adversaries – Russia, China and Iran - are 
increasingly leveraging rapid advances in technology to pose 
new and evolving threats. Americans are particularly impressed 
with the space, cyberspace, computing, and other emerging, dis-
ruptive technologies.

“Technological advances will enable a wider range of actors to 
acquire sophisticated capabilities that were previously available 
to only well-resourced states,” it states.

Cyber threats are already challenging public confidence in 
U.S. global institutions, governance, and norms, while imposing 
numerous economic costs domestically and globally.

As the cyber capabilities of our adversaries grow, they will pose 
increasing threats to U.S. security, including critical infrastruc-
ture, public health and safety, economic prosperity, and stability.

New technologies, such as artificial intelligence, automation, 
and high-performance computing, have advanced cyber capabilities 
that can be economically beneficial, but these improvements also 
enhance our new and improved capabilities for the protection 
and intelligence of U.S. enemies.

These advances in communications and the democratization 
of other technologies have empowered non-state actors and will 
continue to exponentially expand the potential to influence people 
and events, both domestically and globally.

The ability of individuals and groups to have a large impact 
more than ever before has undermined traditional institutions. 
This empowerment of groups and individuals is increasing the 
influence of ethnic, religious, and other sources of identity, 
changing the nature of conflict, and challenging the ability of 
traditional governments to satisfy the increasing demands of 
their populations, increasing the potential for greater instability. 

Finally, increasing migration and urbanization of popula-
tions, according to the U.S. intelligence report, are also further 
straining the capacities of governments around the world and 
are likely to result in further fracturing of societies, potentially 
creating breeding grounds for radicalization.

Pressure points include growing influxes of migrants, ref-
ugees, and internally displaced persons fleeing conflict zones; 
areas of intense economic or other resource scarcity; and areas 
threatened by climate changes, infectious disease outbreaks, or 
transnational criminal organizations.

The five 2019 U.S. threats in 
NIS report

Coexistence between Sunnis and Shias 
must be a primary goal

Will the political face of France change?

1       In any case, this diminutive young woman, Omar, while apolo-
gizing for suggesting a so-called anti-Semitic “trope” prevalent during 
the Nazi era, has not substantially backed down in any respect in calling 
out AIPAC and other lobby influence on U.S. lawmakers. And she has 
gotten quite a lot of respect for doing so, at least among the best jour-
nalists and commentators. As one AIPAC staffer once said: “The lobby 
thrives in the dark.” But it is no longer so much in the dark.

But perhaps even more striking is the failure of the conclave in War-
saw, originally aimed at drumming up hostility to Iran and even war. 
Many European leaders did not attend, for one thing, and U.S. VP Mike 
Pence made a fool of himself there, as did Netanyahu. Regarding Pence, 
he sanctimoniously reprimanded major European countries for the 
creation of INSTEX, and made other comments which firmly suggest 
that Pence has nothing so much on his mind, if he has one, as the con-
cept of Armageddon and the absurd return of “Jesus” and the “end of 
days”. Now it’s one thing for the Shia faithful to believe that someday 
the Mahdi may someday appear from occultation to institute a reign of 
justice and peace, but quite another to invoke an Armageddon scenario 
based on evangelism and the reappearance of Jesus.

But Pence went further in exhorting European signatories to the 
JCPOA to abandon the deal, as Trump and minions did. Pence, incredi-
bly, accused Iran of plotting a “new Holocaust” which, if this were true, 
the many thousands of minority Jews in Iran would have already been 
extinguished. And Iran’s leaders have explained what the chants of 
“death to America” (or Israel) means: not the “death” of the citizens of 
the two countries but the end of the imperialist warmongers presence 
in high positions in both countries. However, the Warsaw conclave 
failed to keep the spotlight on Iran specifically, and dissolved into an 
appeal for “stability” in the Middle East.

Well, who of sane mind does NOT want stability anywhere, but the 
word itself has just one meaning to Pence and the Trump Administration 
and related Neocons: Mideast countries that do nothing but the bidding 
of the U.S. and the Israelis. And this same faux “stability” is sought in 
South America: if, for example, Guaido is fully installed and Maduro 
goes in to exile from Venezuela, no question that Cuba will be the next 
target, and then maybe Bolivia, and so on. But Venezuela is the key target 
for now because, like Iran, it has vast petroleum and other resources.

Meanwhile, the U.S. has been trying to foment a war between the 
Shias (namely Iran) and the Sunnis (namely Saudi Arabia) if for no 

other reason but that a divided Islamic world suits the predatory 
and hegemonic designs of the U.S. Efforts simply to divide Muslims 
have been prevalent for the past century at least. But people like 
Eliot Abrams, Trump’s point man for Venezuela, a convicted (but 
Bush pardoned) felon, and a Jewish Neocon (are there any of note 
who are not Jewish?), like many others, fail to understand the fervor 
and courage Iranians displayed in pushing back Saddam Hussein 
for six years in the 1980s. Pence has the idea that sanctions and 
other threats will lead to the dissolution of the Islamic Republic. 
This is highly unlikely.

Iran, as far as one can tell, has not been as claimed by ignoramuses 
like Pence and Trump a “state sponsor of terrorism” but rather a state 
eager to achieve co-existence with other Muslims, if only it could. THAT, 
in essence, implies a more or less united (if that’s not too strong a word) 
Islamic world. And THAT is what terrifies the Western imperialists. A 
reasonable coexistence between Sunnis and Shias has existed before, 
and the tragedy is that it apparently does not exist today, largely because 
of the U.S. and the Zionists.
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Call for public tender:
One/Two-Stages (compressed-semi compressed) tender

Subject of Tender: (Provision of Three tugboats and a guided ship for moving drilling rigs)

 

 
National Iranian 

Drilling Company 
 

 

 
N.I.O.C 

1397.6180 

Call for public tender: 

One/Two-Stages (compressed-semi compressed) tender 

Subject of Tender: (Provision of Three tugboats and a guided ship for moving drilling rigs) 

    Tender descriptions: 

Estimated value 

(Rial/Euro) 

Tender No. 

/Indent No. 
Registration No. through national electronic tendering system The Tender holder 

(6,779,850) AED 5274 – 33 / 06 –SH K97/ 3/191/447 National Iranian Drilling Company 

 Qualitative evaluation of tenderers 

1-Based on minimum scoring made in award criterion reflected in the tenderers pre-qualification forms. (60 score) – Technical 
evaluation (60 score) 

2- Tenderes which has a four active current contract with NIDC, will not be allowed to participate in other tenders . 

3-Tenderers which have a two active current contract with same subject (exactly same subject) with NIDC, will not be allowed 
to participate in other tenders. 

Method 

 Purchasing & Submitting 

The distribution of the documents will be started one day after the publishing of second advertisement and ended on 
the following seventh day thereof. 

Tender Document Distribution by 
Company 

…… Distribution Place 
 

 Submitting one original Bank Fund Receipt in the amount 
of 990,000 Iranian Rials under account number 
4001114004020491 in name of “NIDC Incomes 
Centralized Fund” issued by I.R. of Iran Central Bank. 

 Submitting format Request for the purpose of receiving 
Tender Documents. 

Submitting Method 
 

 14 Days after the last time of Purchasing. Closing date 

Documents Receiving Method 
Hall No. 107, 1stfloor, Tender Committee, Operation building, 
National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, 
IRAN. 

Tel: +98-61-34148580  +98-61-34148569 

Address 

 Tender Guarantee      

266,766 AED or 3,051,000,000 IRR Value of guarantee 

Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that obtain activity license from the central bank of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Submitting one original Bank Fund Receipt under account number 4001114006376636 in name of “NIDC saving 
account” by the central bank of Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Type of guarantee 

Tender Guarantee should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum for one time in initial validity duration. Duration of credit & quotation 

  (Name of department) 

  

More of this & other tenders are accessible by click on: 

   www.nidc.ir         http://sapp.ir/nidc_pr 

   29/11/97نوبت دوم 28/11/97تهران تایمز نوبت اول 

1       This is while only 21 months has passed since 
Macron’s presence at Elysee Palace. Under such circum-
stances, Le Pen and her companions will naturally try 
to change the French citizen’s mind to the benefit of the 
French National Rally. 
This is a very good time indeed, as many of the French cit-
izens no longer trust Macron and his promises for making 
economic, social reforms in France. 

The main question is whether the French National 
Front will succeed in achieving its goals? It is not clear, 
however, that Le Pen’s calculations would all come true. 
The French National Rally President opened a special 
account on Macron’s former supporters to change their 
minds, and as a result, their votes to her benefit! This is 
while some of these votes may turn into silent votes or 
white votes.

 Also, it’s quite possible that France political atmosphere 
in 2017, would once again repeat in 2022, or during the 
country’s possible early elections. In this case, to right-wing 
extremists of French National Rally are going to lose the 
elections again. Therefore, Le Pen is really cautious about 
her positions right now, though she believes that Macron’s 
incapability provided the ground for her political and social 
success in Paris.
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The Tehran Times new pocket-
sized glossary is now available on 
the market. The reader-friendly is 
a rich source of the most common 
journalistic terminology collected 
by the daily’s retired staff. 

It can benefit a wide range of 
tastes from students to professional 
journalists. Persian equivalents have 
been given for all entries, including 
idioms and expressions. The glossary also includes example sentences for 
entries the authors thought it would be a bit difficult to learn.

For more information contact:

TEHRAN TIMES

Iran’s Leading 
International Daily

Advertising Dept

021 - 430  51 450
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ZAFAR
Villa house with admin. & 

office license, 800 sq.m built-
up area, super luxury, 600 

sq.m land area, with terrace 
and tree-lined yard, 

Suitable for Embassies and 
Companies

Speak Farsi ONLY 
 09121153948

FOR,40-YEARS VICTORY  
WE HAVE 40,DAYS. 

SPICAL. OFFER. EVRY. 
CARPET. ANY. SIZE  

25.  P_SQ_M,,,6_M=150 
USD,,,  12_M=300,,USD,, $,, MONY BACK 
GRANTY   PLEASE.  VISIT OUR. WEB.  
,,,WWW,CARPETIRANZAMIN,COM,,,    

BRING,THIS,ADD,TO. COLLET.  YOUR. 
GIFT88876342

carpetiranzamin.com

Apt in South Dibaji
6th floor, 195 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.

fully furn, equipped kitchen
balcony, storage
2 parking spots

$1700
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Niavaran
205 sq.m, fully furn, huge terrace, 
nice view, storage BBQ, parking 

spot 
$3500

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Elahieh
4th floor, 150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
2 bath rooms, fully furn 
balcony, swimming pool

Jacuzzi, elevator, billiard table
parking spot, $1700

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Saadat Abad
5th floor, 90 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

fully furn, renovated
parking spot, $1200

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Fereshteh
80 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., furn

spj, parking spot, $1000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Mahmoodieh
5th floor, 250 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.

furn, equipped kitchen, spj
elevator, parking spot

$4000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Super Luxury Villa
in Shahrak Qarb 

brand new, 800 sq.m land
700 sq.m built up, 4master 

bedrooms, super luxury furn
spj, massage room, beautiful roof 
garden, play ground for kids, city 

view, parking spot 
Price negotiable

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Triplex Villa in Velenjak
1250 sq.m land, 1000 sq.m built 

up, unfurn, terrace 
outdoor swimming pool
renovated, parking spot 

Price negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Modern Villa in Soheil
duplex, 1000 sq.m land

750 sq.m built up, 5 Bdrs.
fully furn, equipped kitchen

outdoor swimming pool, sauna 
Jacuzzi, beautiful yard

parking spot
$12000 negotiable

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Duplex Villa in Fereshteh
800 sq.m land, 600 sq.m built up, 4 

Bdrs., unfurn, renovated
parking spot, yard, $5500

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Villa in Zafaranieh
Duplex, 564 sq.m, 6 Bdrs. fully 
furn, spj, yard, parking spot 

$5500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in Darous
2 floors, 700 sq.m land

one apt 330 sq.m with 4 Bdrs.
another duplex apt 300 sq.m with 
5 Bdrs., furn, equipped kitchen 

renovated, huge terrace
mountain view, parking spot

$6000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

 Whole Commercial Building in  
Jordan

administrative office license
sq.m totally, almost new 1000

parking spots, elevator
$20000

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building Near Vanak
administrative office license

6 floors, each floor 2 apts 
each apt 200 sq.m with 100 sq.m 

commercial flat, elevator
80 parking spot

$45000 
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Nice Office in Mirdamad
.3th floor, 90 sq.m, 1 Bdr
Storage, parking spot

$700
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in Zafar
brand new, 6 floors, 6 apts

 sq.m administrative office 1400
  license, 400 sq.m commercial flat

elevator, 16 parking spots
$25000 

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Elahieh
4th floor, 150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
2 bath rooms, fully furn 
balcony, swimming pool

Jacuzzi, elevator, billiard table
parking spot, $1700

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Farmanieh
1th floor, 75 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

fully furn, parking spot, $900
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Vanak
120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., furn elevator, 

parking spot
$27 daily

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Mirdamad
110 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., unfurn 

parking spot
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Fereshteh
185 sq.m, 2 master room with one 

room, furn, spj
parking spot, $1700

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Suite in Yusef Abad
63 sq.m, 1 Bdr, fully, equipped 

kitchen, renovated, yard
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Elahieh
1th floor, 170 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.

fully furn, spj, parking spot 
$2000

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
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The project aims to examine 
the newly-formulized version of 

Miltefosine first in-vitro and then  
in-vivo environments and hopefully 

its efficacy will be ensured. 

TEHRAN —  Hemophilia mouse 
models went on display as the first 

cases of using CRISPR-Cas9 technology in gene editing 
in the country, ISNA reported on Saturday. 

Based on Your Genome website, CRISPR-Cas9 is 
a genome editing tool. It is faster, cheaper and more 
accurate than previous techniques of editing DNA. 
This editing process has a wide variety of applications 
including basic biological research, development of 
biotechnology products, and treatment of diseases. 

CRISPR/Cas9 technology is used to knock out or 
modify DNA in research mice to study disease phe-

notypes and develop new treatments.
ISNA further announced that the mouse models 

were developed by researchers at National Institute 
of Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology. These 
researchers have been studying CRISPR-Cas9, as a 
new genome editing technology for three years, now 
resulting in developing mouse models for a variety of 
human diseases including hemophilia. 

According to National Hemophilia Foundation, 
Hemophilia B, also called factor IX (FIX) deficien-
cy or Christmas disease, is a genetic disorder caused 
by missing or defective factor IX, a clotting protein. 

Although it is passed down from parents to children, 
about 1/3 of cases are caused by a spontaneous mu-
tation, a change in a gene.

In the approach adopted by Iranian researchers, the 
clotting factor IX was removed from the DNA of mouse 
models. Researchers then injected guiding RNAs into 
pronuclear embryos of the mice and placed them into 
the uterus of the female mice. After birth, Molecular 
tests and biochemical analysis on the newborn, revealed 
that the mutated gene of factor IX was inactivated. 

New studies have revealed that CRISPR/Cas9 shows 
great potential to correct disease-causing mutations. 

Iranian researchers use cutting-edge genome editing technique 
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 مالکین محرتم امالک مسکونی و اداری شام را
جهت اجاره به خارجی نیازمندیم

Tel: 22723121   
tehranfirstchoice@gmail.com

TASHRIFAT INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE AGENCY

APARTMENT FOR: 
EMBASSY/COMPANYVILLA OFFICE

Mr. Shahin
Nobody does it better

09121081212
Since: 1987

 SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

We give service with a 
difference…We care!

Long & Short term rentals
Purchase Properties

FURNISHED - UNFURNISHED
Villa-Apartment-Office-

Building

Jordan
4 Bdrs,fully 

furn,260sq.m,spj,$3000

Elahiyeh Chenaran
Fantastic 4 Bdrs,500 Sq.m, for

those seeking the best

Darous
2Bdrs,fully furn,3rd fl.,brand 

new,100 sqm,lobby
1600

Zaferaniyeh-Yekta,
Apartment-villa

French-style
3Bdrs,fully furn 360 sq.m.sp, 

EURO 5000

Valiasre-Bagheferdos
3 Bdrs,fully furn,brand 

new,5th  fl., 150 sq.m ,indoor 
spj,$1900

Mirdamad-Naft
3 Bdrs.fully furn,5th fl.,200 

sq.m, $ 2000
Close to Paladium Shopping 

center
3Bdrs,180 sq.m,fully 

furn,lobby,sp,garden,$2000

Farmaniyeh,
4-storey building,1000 sq.m, 

all facilities,$10000

Zaferaniyeh
Triplex villa,800 sq.m,built 

up,1000 sq.m land,12 
rooms,$8500

Niavaran
Triplex villa,2000 sq.m 

land,600 sq.m built up ,spj,all 
facilities,$15000

Darous
Duplex villa,600 sq.m built 

up,1000 sq.m land ,all 
facilities,$8000

Other areas: 
Farmaniyeh
Aghdasiyeh

Shahrak Gharb
Shariati-Pasdaran

Valiasre
Tajrish
Jordan
Vanak

Arjantin
Zafar…

nice cases ready to move in.

Elahiyeh

Triplex-800 sq.m built up,1000 

sq.m land,Semi-furn,7 

Bdrs,spj,$9000

Zaferaniyeh

Duplex, 4 Bdrs,unfurn,350 

sq.m,spj,$8000

Niavaran

2000 sq.m land,green 

garden,500 sq.m built up 

area,indoor spj,4Bdrs,fully 

furn,triplex,$15000

Darous

1000 sq.m land,400 sq.m built 

up area, flat.4 Bdrs,spj.$7000

Jordan

850 sq.m land,500 sq.m 

built up,5 Bdrs,spj,furn/
unfurn,duplex,$7000

From 50 to 8000 sq.m available

With all facilities in different 

areas

Jordan

100 sq.m,3 

rooms,parking,brand new

3rd fl.,$1700

Valiasre

150 sq.m brand new, all 

facilities,5th fl.,$2300

Vozara

250 sq.m,all facilities

8th fl.,,$4000

Mirdamad-Naft

120 sq.m,6th fl., $1700

vanak

shariati

pasdaran

shahrak gharb

saadatabad

4000-3000-5000-4000-1000 
sq.m,full,reasonable price

TEHRAN— Tehran University of Medical 
Science is going to cooperate with world-re-
nowned universities in an international 
project for treatment of Leishmaniasis 
with a newly-formalized oral medication. 

This project is a collaboration between 
Tehran University of Medical Sciences and 
five other research centers from England, 
Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands, 
the director of Iran’s National Research 
Center for Leishmaniasis said in an inter-
view with the Tehran Times on Saturday. 

According to Dr. Ali Khamesipour, the 
consortium includes St George’s University 
of London, Oblita Therapeutics health 
research & development company, London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, 
Medisize Medical Business Beheer B.V. and 
Eberhard Karls University of Tübingen. 

The project is funded by Horizon 
2020. The consortium had asked 
€4,498,722, €3,700,000 was accepted 
and Iran’s share is around €370,000, 
Dr. Khamesipour further explained. 

Horizen 2020 is the biggest EU 
Research and Innovation programme 
ever with nearly €80 billion of funding 
available over 7 years. 

According to Dr. Khamesipour, the re-
search is aimed at revising the formula of 
Miltefosine, the medication currently used 
for treatment of Visceral leishmaniasis. 

Visceral leishmaniasis (VL), also known 
as kala-azarblack fever is the most severe 
form of leishmaniasis and, without proper 

diagnosis and treatment, is associated 
with high fatality.

“The current version of Miltefosine 
has serious side effects and patients 
have recently showed signs of residence 
to the drug, so it was decided to devel-
op a new version of the medicine,” said 
Khamesipour. 

“The project aims to examine the new-
ly-formulized version of Miltefosine first 
in-vitro and then in-vivo environments and 
hopefully its efficacy will be ensured,” he said.  

According to him, the medicine could 
also affect Cutaneous leishmaniasis. 

Cutaneous leishmaniasis, also known 
as oriental sore, is the most common form 
of leishmaniasis affecting humans. It is a 
skin infection caused by a single-celled 
parasite that is transmitted by the bite of 
a phlebotomine sandfly.

Dr. Khamesipour further explained that 
a medication for Cutaneous leishmaniasis, 
called nanoliposomal Amphotericin B, 
has already been produced in Iran in a 
collaboration between Medical Science 
University of Tehran and Mashhad Na-
notechnology Center. 

Khamesipour finally remarked that 
the project is likely finish in two years. 

According to World Health Organi-
zation, the leishmaniases are a group of 
diseases that affect some of the poorest 
people on earth. They are associated with 
malnutrition, population misplacement, 
poor housing, a weak immune system 
and lack of resources for their control 
and treatment.

Iran participates in international 
project for treating Leishmaniasis

Italy’s therapeutic AIDS 
vaccine shows drastic 
reduction of HIV virus 
reservoirs: study
Clinical trials of an Italian therapeutic vaccine against AIDS 
showed a drastic reduction of virus reservoirs in treated 
patients, Italian researchers said on Wednesday.

The Tat vaccine was being developed by the AIDS Research 
Centre of Italy’s National Institute of Health (ISS), and the 
latest findings were published on “Frontiers in Immunology” 
scientific journal after an 8-year follow-up study.

It concerned 92 volunteers from the phase II of the re-
search, who were monitored for 8 years after being firstly 
vaccinated.

“The administration of the Tat vaccine to patients on antiret-
roviral therapy (cART) proved able to drastically reduce the latent 
virus reservoir unassailable by cART alone,” the ISS said.

AIDS Research Center Director Barbara Ensoli further ex-
plained such results would open “new perspectives for a functional 
treatment of HIV, meaning a therapy able to control the virus 
even after suspension of antiretroviral drugs”.

“So far, the Tat vaccine has proved safe, immunogenic 
(induces the wanted immune system response) and most of 
all able to target the virus reservoirs, and to reduce the viral 
level there,” Ensoli told Xinhua.

“This latter function has never been observed before and, 
to the best of my knowledge, no other clinical tool has done 
this yet,” she stressed.

The new study was run in eight clinical centers in Italy, includ-
ing San Raffaele and Sacco hospitals in Milan, S.M. Annunziata 
hospital in Florence, and University Policlinico in Bari.

The experimental vaccine targets a protein called HIV-1 Tat, 
which is known for playing a crucial role in the replication of the 
HIV virus causing the disease.

The vaccine would boost the response of the immune system 
to the protein, activating a stronger reaction compared to that 
triggered by antiretroviral drugs alone.

In fact, HIV could not be fully eliminated by cART drugs, since 
“the virus persists -- without replicating -- in some of the cells 
infected by pro-viral DNA”, ISS researchers said in a statement.

Scientists call this silent HIV form “latent virus reservoir” 
because it remains invisible to the immune system, and is not 
attacked by cART.

“The latent virus periodically reactivates and begins to repli-
cate; therefore, interrupting the cART therapy inevitably leads 
to a restart of the infection, and this is why the therapy has to be 
followed throughout all life today,” they explained.

Yet, the latest findings showed patients treated with both 
antiretroviral drugs and Tat vaccine registered a strong decrease 
in pro-viral DNA levels in blood.

This reaction occurred “at an average speed 4 to 7 times higher 
than that observed in patients treated with cART therapy only 
during similar studies”, the ISS said.

(Source: XinhuaNet)



10
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D A I L Y

HERITAGE & TOURISM FEBRUARY 17, 2019

TEHRAN — Head of the 
Association of Iranian 

Travel Agents has emphasized the need to 
attain a balance in tourist flow rates between 
Iran and Turkey. 

“Iran intends to reach a balance with 
Turkey in the movement of tourist flow,” 
Hormatollah Rafiei said in a meeting with 
Firuz Baglykaya, the head of the Association 
of Travel Agencies of Turkey, Trend reported. 

Rafiei and Baglykaya also inked an 
agreement to expand cooperation in 
tourism industry. 

Talking at the signing ceremony, Baglykaya 
expressed that there is no balance between 
the two countries in the tourism sector, say-
ing “For creation of it there is work to do.”

Iran topped the list of international ar-
rivals in Turkey in the first two mounts of 
the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-May 21, 2018). Over 350,000 Iranians 

visited Turkey in the two-month period, 
which contributed to 11.7 percent share of 
its total arrivals.  

There are plenty of  reforms, which have 
been implemented in Iran towards simplifi-
cation of the procedure for obtaining entry 
visas, in particular, the practice of issuing 
30-day visas directly at Iranian airports for 
citizens of 180 countries has been intro-
duced, and an online hotel booking system 
for Iran operates. Visas can now be obtained 
electronically from Iranian consulates or 
international airports, the report said. 

Additionally, taking into account that 
Iran- the center of Shiite Islam - is one of 
the main centers of Muslim pilgrimage, so 
religious tourism is very developed and the 
most important place from this point of view 
is the city of Mashhad which attracts a huge 
number of Iranian and foreign tourists (a 
total of more than 4 million people a year).

H E R I T A G E
d e s k

Iran seeks 
balanced tourist 
flow with Turkey

Ancient teenage girl’s 
skeleton discovered in 
northern Iran 

TEHRAN — The skeleton of a teenage 
girl, dating back to 3000-5000 years ago, 

has been unearthed by an Iranian archaeological team in  
Bozrudpey, Babol county, northern province of Mazandaran, 
CHTN reported on Saturday. 

“The skeleton belongs to a girl of 13 to 14 years old. A stitching 
awl was found on her side while a necklace made of oysters, stones, 
and bitumen was around her neck,” archaeologist Mohammad 
Afzali, who leads the team, said. 

The exact era of the skeleton will be determined after in-depth 
studies are completed, he added. 

China bans tourists from 
Mount Everest base camp 
in clean-up drive

China has banned tourists from Mount Everest base camp ‘for 
an indefinite period’ amid a drive to clean up the peak.

The decision will drastically reduce visitor numbers as 
only 300 people with climbing passes will be allowed past a 
monastery just below the 5,200m camp.

China’s base camp, which is located in Tibet, attracts fewer 
mountaineers than the better-known site on the Nepalese 
side of the perilous climb.

But surging visitor numbers have left behind growing piles of 
camp-equipment, plastic bottles and human faeces.

More than 40,000 people tripped to China’s base camp in 
2015, according to the last official figures, while some 20,000 have 
attempted the 8,848m-summit from there in the past eight years.

In January, Beijing cut the number of climbing passes by a third.
Sherpas collected nine-tonnes of waste from the icy slopes in 

2017 and China has formed a 200-strong task-force to pick up 
remaining debris. Some frozen bodies have been left for years.

In a bid to prevent more littering, the director of the Chinese 
Mountaineering Association, Ci Luo, said that from now on 
climbers will “be required to carry out all their waste with them.”

The clampdown appears to clash with the construction of 
an ‘international mountaineering centre’ near the Tibetan base 
camp, which includes a hotel, museum and helipad.

China has previously competed with Nepal to attract climbers, 
offering cheaper permits at around $10,000.

(Source: telegraph.co.uk) 

Heard and McDonald 
Islands          

Heard and McDonald Islands are remote sub-Antarctic 
volcanic islands located in the southern Indian Ocean 
about half-way between Australia and South Africa, and 
just over 1,600 kilometers from Antarctica. 

The property covers a total area of 658,903 hectares 
of which about 37,000 hectares is terrestrial, and the 
remainder marine. 

The islands are a unique wilderness, containing 
outstanding examples of biological and physical 
processes continuing in an environment essentially 
undisturbed by humans. 

Heard Island is dominated by Big Ben (an active volcano 
rising to a height of 2,745 meters), and is largely covered 
by snow and glaciers. 

McDonald Island is much smaller, covering only 100 
hectares at the time of inscription, and is surrounded 
by several smaller rocks and islands. 

The only active sub-Antarctic volcanos are found 
on these islands, with the volcano on McDonald Island 
erupting after inscription and doubling the size of 
the island. 

The island group’s physical processes provide valuable 
indicators of the role of crustal plates in the formation 
of ocean basins and continents, of dynamic glacial 
changes in the coastal and submarine environment, 
and of atmospheric and oceanic warming. 

The large populations of marine birds and mammals, 
combined with a virtual absence of introduced species, 
provide a unique arena for the maintenance of biological 
and evolutionary processes.

(Source: UNESCO) 

ROUND THE GLOBE TEHRAN — Veteran Iranian actor 
Majid Mozaffari has been appointed 

as Iran’s goodwill ambassador for tourism. 
The Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism 

Organization officially announced the appointment on 
February 14, in a ceremony held on the sidelines of the 
12th International Tourism Exhibition, ISNA reported. 

“Iran embraces lots of tourist attractions, however, 
insufficient attention has been devoted to them....The 
issue of sanitary facilities in Iran is very important, in 
which we still have problems. In addition, the proper 
[travel] complexes in our country are scarce,” Mozaffari 

said in a press conference held at the exhibition.  
“Every country is built up by its people so that Iranians 

should be very active in promoting tourism [potentials] 
of their country and introducing it to the people of oth-
er countries and lay the ground for attracting [more] 
tourists from foreign countries,” he explained. 

“Making use of artists will also be very favorable for 
promoting tourism in Iran. Artists will support these 
initiatives,” the actor concluded. 

Mozaffari, 68, is to appear in a documentary on trav-
eling in a bid to encourage Iran’s tourism potentials 
worldwide. 

Even if you strive for a sustainable lifestyle at 
home, it may be tempting to avoid thinking 
about the impact your travels could have 
on the environment. No one wants to feel 
guilty on vacation.

But the effects traveling has on the envi-
ronment are significant. A study published 
last year by the University of Sydney found 
that global tourism accounts for 8 percent 
of total carbon emissions, three times higher 
than previously thought.

“As global travel is becoming cheaper and 
more accessible, the usage of airplanes, cruise 
ships, trains and buses is increasing and giv-
ing off a tremendous amount of carbon and 
other harmful substances,” said Samantha 
Bray, managing director of the Center for 
Responsible Travel, a nonprofit organization 
that supports sustainable tourism practices.

However, being a sustainable, or green, 
traveler — one who considers the impact 
travel has on both the physical and the cultural 
environments visited — is not as inconven-
ient as it may seem. Here are some practical 
steps travelers can take to limit the potential 
harm that comes from exploring the world.

 Hit the rails
How you choose to reach your desti-

nation may be the single most important 
decision when it comes to your trip’s en-
vironmental impact.

According to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, aircraft produce 12 percent of 
all U.S. greenhouse gases generated from 
transportation. Emissions from cars and 
other vehicles account for an even greater 
total percentage.

If where you’re heading is accessible by 

train, consider taking one.
“It’s a great way to see a destination and has 

a much lower carbon impact than flying,” said 
Justin Francis, CEO of Responsible Travel, 
a travel booking agency that specializes in 
sustainable tourism.

Avoiding flying altogether is often not an 
option for travelers, but the idea is to eliminate 
unnecessary flights when possible.

“Shorter flights and stopovers are more 
polluting per passenger-mile than longer 
flights as take off and landings generate a 
significant part of the total emissions per 
flight,” Mr. Francis said. “Try and avoid in-
ternal flights within a destination — use local 
public transport where possible and travel 
on foot or by bike to explore smaller areas.”

Other ideas include taking fewer but 
longer vacations and flying direct as often 
as possible.

 Stay in sustainable lodging
Where you choose to sleep at night also 

plays a key role in being a green traveler. 
This part requires some legwork and re-
search, however.

“Hotel sustainability practices have 
grown tremendously in recent years, es-
pecially through certification programs 
that follow international best-practice 
standards,” Ms. Bray said.

The Global Sustainable Tourism Council 
(G.S.T.C.) recognizes certification programs 
for hotels and tour operators, Ms. Bray 
said. Travelers can visit their site to see 
lists of these programs, which include The 
Rainforest Alliance and Earth Check, and 
hotels that are accredited will typically show 
a certification logo on their own websites 

and marketing materials.
But hotels that are not officially recognized 

for their green efforts can still be sustainable, 
which is why you should inquire with a hotel 
you’re considering before you book.

“Always ask your holiday provider for 
their responsible tourism policy — if they 
don’t have one then they are not taking it 
seriously and you may want to reconsider,” 
Mr. Francis said.

Key aspects to look for in a responsible 
tourism policy include environmental, 
social and local economic impacts, from 
waste, water and energy. You should also 
look for the hotel’s commitment to its local 
community and the fair employment of local 
people, Mr. Francis said.

 Respect your hosts
“As soon as you remember that you are 

visiting people’s homes, and see them as 
hosts rather than homogeneous holiday 
providers, you become more responsible 
tourists,” Mr. Francis said.

Ms. Bray suggests following the mantra 
of “leave no trace” when visiting a des-
tination, as the creation of solid waste 
— particularly plastic — has significant 
environmental impacts.

“Travelers can help reduce their waste 
production by carrying their own reusable 
bags, straws, utensils, and takeaway con-
tainers,” Ms. Bray said.

Tourists can also choose to spend their 
money with businesses that source locally.

“This may be through eating locally grown 
foods or purchasing locally produced handi-
crafts. Often times, making the more sustain-
able and locally beneficial choice is actually 

more enriching,” Ms. Bray said.
When visiting a destination that is facing a 

specific issue, whether it’s an environmental 
crisis like a water shortage or an economic 
hardship, consider ways you can contribute 
to the community, and enjoy your trip while 
enriching the place that’s enriching you. 
However, not every approach is a good one.

“Sometimes giving back while traveling 
can have unintended consequences,” Ms. 
Bray said, like increasing communities’ de-
pendence on charity, or channeling work 
away from locals and to seasonal workers.

Ms. Bray suggests contacting the ministry 
of tourism for the destination to find out how 
to best support the issue. You can also ask 
your hotel or tour operator if they have rec-
ommendations for how to best get involved.

 Know your tour operator
Some tour companies are better than oth-

ers regarding environmental conservation, 
protecting wildlife, supporting cultural her-
itage and employing local guides. In general, 
choose operators that are transparent about 
their support for the communities they visit.

“Many are doing this very well, even 
becoming carbon neutral, and now have 
responsible travel policies that guide how 
they interact with and support communi-
ties,” Ms. Bray said.

If a tour company is not clear about its policy, 
ask them directly if they employ locals and how 
else they connect with the community. There 
are also nonprofit advocacy groups like The 
International Ecotourism Society (T.I.E.S.) 
that require their member organizations to 
follow sustainable tourism practices.

(Source: The New York Times) 

Actor Majid Mozaffari named goodwill 
ambassador for tourism

How to be a green traveler

Tehran complex hosts 65,000 visitors 
during Ten-Day Dawn

Crafters promoting skills at 
Kerman exhibit 

TEHRAN — Some 
65,000 people toured 

the Sa’dabad Cultural-Historical 
Complex in northern Tehran during 
the Ten-Day Dawn, which started on 
February 1 marking the victory of the 
Islamic Revolution.  

The Green Palace, the museum 
of royal vehicles, and a museum 
dedicated to royal textile received 
topmost visitors during the period, 

CHTN reported. 
Sprawled on about 110 hectares of a 

mountainside parkland, the Sa’dabad 
complex was once a royal summer res-
idence during Qajar era (1789–1925) 
and its subsequent Pahlavi epoch 
(1925–1979).

This year’s Ten-Day Dawn marked 
the 40th anniversary of the victory of 
the Islamic Revolution, which toppled 
the Pahlavi monarchy in 1979.

TEHRAN — Craft-
speople from all 31 

provinces of the country are attending a 
specialized handicrafts exhibition, which 
will be running through February 18 in the 
southeastern city of Kerman. 

“The specialized exhibition is launched 
with the aim of supporting Iranian goods 
and domestic products of craftspeople from 
all over the country,” a local official said, 
CHTN reported. 

The country’s handicrafts exports 
reached $190 million in the first nine 
months of the current Iranian calendar 
year (started March 21, 2018), showing 
11 percent growth year on year.

Traditional ceramics, pottery vessels, 
handwoven cloths as well as personal or-
namentations with precious and semi-pre-
cious gemstones are among Iranian exports 
to Iraq, Afghanistan and Germany, the 
U.S., the UK and other countries.
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A cyclist rides in front of the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, a 17th century architectural 
masterpieces of Iranian architecture that punctuates two-story arcades of the 
UNESCO-registered Imam Square, in Isfahan, central Iran.



A team of researchers affiliated with several 
institutions in Austria and Germany has 
shown that introducing environmental 
noise to a line of ions can lead to enhanced 
transport of energy across them. In their 
paper published in Physical Review Letters, 
the researchers describe their experiments 
and why they believe their findings will be 
helpful to other researchers.

Prior research has shown that when 
electrons move through conductive ma-
terial, the means by which they do so can be 
described by quantum mechanics equations. 
But in the real world, such movement can 
be hindered by interference due to noise in 
the environment, leading to suppression 
of the transport energy. 

Prior research has also shown that elec-
tricity moving through a material can be 
described as a wave — if such waves re-
main in step, they are described as being 
coherent. But such waves can be disturbed 
by noise or defects in an atomic lattice, 
leading to suppression of flow. Such sup-
pression at a given location is known as an 
Anderson localization. In this new effort, 
the researchers have shown that Anderson 
localizations can be overcome through the 
use of environmental noise.

 Calcium ions
The work consisted of isolating 10 cal-

cium ions and holding them in space as a 
joined line — a one-dimensional crystal. 

Lasers were used to switch the ions between 
states, and energy was introduced to the 
ion line using laser pulses. 

This setup allowed them to watch as 
energy moved along the line of ions from 
one end to the other. Anderson localiza-

tions were introduced by firing individual 
lasers at each of the ions — the energy from 
the lasers resulted in ions with different 
intensities. 

With a degree of disorder in place, 
the team then created noise by randomly 

changing the intensity of the beams fired 
at the individual ions. This resulted in 
frequency wobble. 

The researchers note that there was a 
limit on the system — too much noise, and 
energy transport once again slowed due to 
the quantum Zeno effect. They claim that 
their system could prove useful to other 
researchers because it allows for studying 
quantum effects in an artificially engineered 
quantum system.

The way in which energy is transport-
ed through an interacting system governs 
fundamental properties in many areas of 
physics, chemistry, and biology. 

 The environmental noise
Remarkably, environmental noise can 

enhance the transport, an effect known as 
environment-assisted quantum transport 
(ENAQT). In this paper, we study ENAQT 
in a network of coupled spins subject to 
engineered static disorder and temporally 
varying dephasing noise. 

The interacting spin network is realized 
in a chain of trapped atomic ions and energy 
transport is represented by the transfer of 
electronic excitation between ions. 

With increasing noise strength, we ob-
serve a crossover from coherent dynamics 
and Anderson localization to ENAQT and 
finally a suppression of transport due to 
the quantum Zeno effect. 

(Source: phys.org)
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In a remote island outpost on the edge 
of the Antarctic, hundreds of miles from 
the southern tip of Chile, scientists at a 
research base are scouring the ice for clues 
about everything from climate change to 
cures for cancer.

Chile’s Escudero base on King George 
Island acts as a research hub for a frozen 
expanse that extends to the South Pole, 
with more than 300 international scientists 
taking turns to brave the bitter Antarctic 
temperatures.

The Chilean Antarctic Institute (INACH) 
has supported research into a biomolecule 
called “Antartina,” derived from a plant 
native to the region, which has shown posi-
tive early results in diminishing colorectal, 
liver and gastric cancers in mice.

Scientists there also look at lichens that 
could treat Alzheimer’s disease, enzymes 
to remove lactose from milk and others 
to improve lettuce crops.

This month a multinational team em-
barked on a research trip to investigate 
what causes the break-up of ice shelves, 
a phenomenon associated with climate 
change.

 Further rise in sea levels
In 2017, an iceberg the size of Trinidad 

and Tobago broke off a shelf in Antarcti-
ca, sparking widespread alarm, fears of 
shipping accidents and a further rise in 
sea levels.

“There are different theories related 
to changes in sea temperatures eating the 
platforms, and another that has to do with 
the behavior of water and its drainage,” New 
Zealand glaciologist Shelley MacDonell, 
the team leader, as she prepared to travel 
to one of the icebergs affected.

The scientists hope their research will 
help the mapping of the shape of world’s 
southernmost continent in the decades to 
come, and allow island and coastal nations 
to plan for rising sea levels.

“There is a whole dynamic (of the Ant-
arctic ecosystem) that needs to be studied 
quickly, like the upcoming scenarios of 
climate change,” said INACH’s director, 
Marcelo Leppe.

Ice shelves act as a retaining wall that 
prevent Antarctic ice from spilling more 
quickly into the ocean. Icebergs have his-
torically broken off over centuries but their 
break-up has accelerated in recent years.

The loss of ice from the “white continent” 
rose to an annual net figure of 252,000 

million tons between 2009 and 2017 from 
the average of 40,000 million tons from 
1979 to 1990, according to a study released 
in January.

“Large platforms have collapsed in the 
past. What is not known if the collapses 
were gradual or instantaneous, like the 
ones we are seeing today,” MacDonell said.

The Antarctic Peninsula, the northern-
most part of the continent and site of the 
Chilean base, is the focus as one of the areas 
most affected by melting ice - scientists 
believe because it had more exposure to 
the ocean.

 Collapse of platforms
“We have a long-term trend that is 

pointing to this process of warming and 
collapse of these platforms,” said Chilean 
glaciologist Francisco Fernandoy, part of 
MacDonell’s team.

The Netherlands and several island 
territories are eager for the results of the 
study. Were the ice caps of Greenland and 
Antarctic to melt entirely, a 10-meter rise 
in sea level expected to result would in-
undate them, according to INACH data.

The team will use radar waves to take 
measurements of the icebergs and extract 
ice cores, columns that allow researchers 
to effectively look back in time.

The cores will be transported to specialist 
labs in central Chile for analysis in chilled 
chambers that keep the temperature at 
-20 degrees Celsius.

The scientists hope the models for future 
melts they will be able to build will serve 
as a basis for agreements among nations 
to tackle climate change.

“We cannot make these political deci-
sions but we can say what the scenarios 
are: if the temperature increases, stays the 
same or drops, this or that will happen,” 
glaciologist Fernandoy said.

(Source: Reuters)

Antarctic ice shelves: Searching 
for clues on climate change

Rice University researchers have created 
a method to design custom masks that 
transform 2D fluorescent microscopy 
images into 3D movies.

The researchers have added a new 
dimension to their breakthrough 
technique that expands the capabilities 
of standard laboratory microscopes.

Two years ago, the Rice lab of chemist 
Christy Landes introduced super temporal 
resolution microscopy, a technique 
that allowed researchers to image 
fluorescent molecules 20 times faster 
than traditional lab cameras normally 
allow. They’ve now developed a general 
method to let a microscope capture 3D 
spatial information along with the fourth 
dimension, molecular movement over 
time.

This, they say, will help scientists who 
study dynamic processes view where 
molecules of interest are located and 
how fast they move -- for example, within 
living cells.

  The shape contains information
It describes the creation of custom 

phase masks: transparent, spinning 
disks that manipulate light’s phase to 
change the shape of the image captured 
by the microscope’s camera. The shape 
contains information about a molecule’s 
3D position in space and how it behaves 
over time within the camera’s field of view.

A phase mask turns what seems like 
an inconvenience, the blurry blob in a 
microscope image, into an asset. Scientists 
give this blob a name -- point spread 
function -- and use it to get details about 
objects below the diffraction limit that are 
smaller than all visible light microscopes 
are able to see.

The original work used a rotating 
phase mask that transformed light from 
a single fluorescent molecule into what 
the researchers called a rotating double 
helix. The captured image appeared on 
the camera as two glowing disks, like 
the lobes of a barbell. In the new work, 
the rotating barbells let them see not 
only where molecules were in three-
dimensional space, but also gave each 
molecule a time stamp.

The heart of the new work lies in 
algorithms by lead author and Rice 
electrical and computer engineering 
alumnus Wenxiao Wang. The algorithms 
make it practical to design custom phase 

masks that modify the shape of the point 
spread function.

“With the double helix phase mask, 
the time information and spatial 
information were connected,” said co-
author Chayan Dutta, a postdoctoral 
researcher in Landes’ lab. The “lobes’ 
rotation could express either 3D space 
or fast time information, and there was 
no way to tell the difference between 
time and space.”

 The new phase mask design
Better phase masks solve that problem, 

he said. The “new phase mask design, 
which we call a stretching lobe phase 
mask, decouples space and time,” Dutta 
said. “When the targets are at different 
depths, the lobes stretch farther apart or 
come closer, and the time information is 
now encoded just in the rotation.”

The trick is to manipulate light at 
the spinning phase mask to optimize 
the pattern for different depths. That is 
accomplished by the refractive pattern 
programmed into the mask by the 
algorithm. “Each layer is optimized in 
the algorithm for different detection 
depths,” said graduate student and 
co-author Nicholas Moringo. “Where 
before, we could see objects in two 
dimensions over time, now we can see 
all three spatial dimensions and fast time 
behavior simultaneously.”

“Wide-field fluorescence microscopes 
are used in many fields, especially cell 
biology and medical imaging,” Landes 
said. “We are just starting to demonstrate 
how manipulating light’s phase within a 
microscope is a reasonably simple way 
to improve space and time resolution 
compared to developing new fluorescent 
tags or engineering new hardware 
improvements.”

(Source: techtimes.com)

Shaping light lets 2D microscopes capture 
4D data: new research

Environmental noise found to enhance the 
transport of energy across a line of ions

Gravitational waves will 
settle cosmic conundrum, 
researcher says
Measurements of gravitational waves from approximately 50 
binary neutron stars over the next decade will definitively resolve 
an intense debate about how quickly our universe is expanding, 
according to new findings.

Measurements of gravitational waves from approximately 
50 binary neutron stars over the next decade will definitively 
resolve an intense debate about how quickly our universe is ex-
panding, according to findings from an international team that 
includes University College London (UCL) and Flatiron Institute 
cosmologists.

The cosmos has been expanding for 13.8 billion years. Its 
present rate of expansion, known as the “Hubble constant,” gives 
the time elapsed since the Big Bang.

However, the two best methods used to measure the Hubble 
constant have conflicting results, which suggests that our un-
derstanding of the structure and history of the universe -- the 
“standard cosmological model” -- may be incorrect.

The study, published today in Physical Review Letters, shows 
how new independent data from gravitational waves emitted 
by binary neutron stars called “standard sirens” will break the 
deadlock between the conflicting measurements once and for all.

“We’ve calculated that by observing 50 binary neutron stars 
over the next decade, we will have sufficient gravitational wave 
data to independently determine the best measurement of the 
Hubble constant,” said lead author Dr. Stephen Feeney of the 
Center for Computational Astrophysics at the Flatiron Institute 
in New York City. “We should be able to detect enough mergers 
to answer this question within five to 10 years.”

The Hubble constant, the product of work by Edwin Hubble 
and Georges Lemaître in the 1920s, is one of the most important 
numbers in cosmology. The constant “is essential for estimating 
the curvature of space and the age of the universe, as well as ex-
ploring its fate,” said study co-author UCL Professor of Physics 
& Astronomy Hiranya Peiris.

“We can measure the Hubble constant by using two methods 
-- one observing Cepheid stars and supernovae in the local uni-
verse, and a second using measurements of cosmic background 
radiation from the early universe -- but these methods don’t give 
the same values, which means our standard cosmological model 
might be flawed.”                                      (Source: sciencedaily.com)

Malaysia Presence at TITE 2019 to Promote Tourism 
Tourism Malaysia aims to welcome some 12,000 Iranian 
tourists to Malaysia during the Iranian new year holiday, 
Nowruz.

As part of efforts to achieve this goal, Tourism Malaysia 
is currently in Tehran participating in the 12th Tehran 
International Tourism Exhibition 2019 (TITE) from today 
until 15 February. It is the main Iranian tourism exhibition 
held annually in Tehran, and in which Malaysia has been 
participating since 2009.

Tourism Malaysia’s participation in TITE this year 
sees 4 tourism industry players from Malaysia.

Leading the Malaysian delegation is Mr. Noor Azman 
Samsudin, Deputy Director of International Promotions 
(Asia and Africa), who says, “Iran has been among the 
top-performing markets for Malaysia with potential for 
stronger growth. Our presence here at TITE today is part 
of our marketing plan to pursue this market and show 
support to our industry partners here in Iran.”

Malaysia’s participation in the exhibition provides an 
avenue for Malaysia tourism industry players to network 

and solicit for new business with the Iranian counterparts. 
It is also a platform to update the industry players of 
Malaysia’s latest tourism developments and strengthen 
awareness on Malaysia as an ideal holiday destination 
for this market.

In 2017, Iran was among the top five markets with 
highest per capita expenditure in Malaysia amounting 

to RM 7,009.90.
In addition, the first nine months of 2018 registered 

almost 60,000 tourist arrivals from Iran to Malaysia, 
showing a 32.2% growth compared to the same period 
in 2017.

The strong performance from the Iran market is a result 
of Tourism Malaysia’s aggressive promotion in Iran in 
2018. Three seminars were held in Tehran, Esfahan and 
Masshad to update Iranian travel agents and media on 
Malaysia as a preferred holiday destination.

In November 2018, Tourism Malaysia organised a 
special familiarisation trip for Iranian industry players 
and media to Desaru Coast, Johore.

Tourism Malaysia has a dedicated marketing repre-
sentative stationed in Tehran to handle the promotion 
of Malaysia in this market. The Malaysian ambassador 
in Iran has also been instrumental in the promotion of 
Malaysia as a holiday destination for Iranians.

Currently, there are 4 weekly flights operated by Mahan 
Air from Iran to Malaysia offering 1260 seats.

The way in which energy is transported 
through an interacting system governs 

fundamental properties in many areas of 
physics, chemistry, and biology.

Huge disturbance: The Great 
Barrier Reef was just hit by a 
flood of polluted water
The Great Barrier Reef just can’t catch a break. Year after year, 
this global treasure has been battered by cyclones and beaten 
by bleaching events. Now, with little time to recover, a part of 
the reef is being kicked while it’s down.

An exceptional year of rainfall in Queensland, Australia has 
caused a huge flood of polluted runoff to rush out to sea, straight 
towards the reef.

For the nearest reefs, some 60 kilometers away from shore, 
the floodwater has already arrived, possibly shielding the sun 
and smothering the life below.

The biggest fear, according to the ABC, is that the muddy waters 
contain common farming chemicals, like nitrogen or phospho-
rous, because these could kill off the nearby coral and seagrass.

The longer the murky cloud sits there, the more damage it 
could do, and without strong winds, the plume of polluted water 
may take a while to move on.

Right now, it’s not clear if or how the runoff has impacted the 
reef, but there’s not a lot more we can afford to lose.

Back in 2016, 93 percent of the reef was reported to be bleached 
due to unseasonably warm weather, with 50 percent listed as 
dead or dying, and some think it can no longer be saved.

But there may be an upside to all of this. If the rivers transport 
cold water out to sea and if the clouds continue to block out the 
sun, this might be enough to cool down some underwater heat-
waves headed for the region in the coming weeks.

“If you want to have a flipside to the story that would be one, 
yes,” marine scientists Frederieke Kroon told the ABC, “but it’s 
still a huge disturbance to the reef [after] the bleaching and the 
cyclones that we’ve had over the last couple of years.”

(Source: sciencealert.com)

Land heavier payloads on 
Mars. Aim for the ground and 
then pull up at the last moment

 
In the coming decades, a number of missions are planned for 
Mars, which include proposals to send astronauts there for the 
first time. This presents numerous logistical and technical chal-
lenges, ranging from the sheer distance to the need for increased 
protection against radiation. At the same time, there is also the 
difficulty of landing on the Red Planet, or what is referred to as 
the “Mars Curse“.

To complicate matters more, the 
size and mass of future missions 
(especially crewed spacecraft) will 
be beyond the capacity of current 
entry, descent, and landing (EDL) 
technology. To address this, a team 
of aerospace scientists released a 
study that shows how a trade-off 
between lower-altitude braking 
thrust and flight-path angle could 
allow for heavy missions to safely 
land on Mars.

NASA’s Opportunity rover has 
reached the end of its life. Initially designed to last 90 days, and to 
travel only 1000 meters (1100 yards), the rover spent almost 15 
years exploring the surface of Mars. During that time, it travelled 
more than 45 kilometers (28 miles.)

In 2012, Dutch entrepreneur Bas Lansdorp launched the world’s 
first private and crowdsourced-effort to create a permanent outpost 
on Mars. Known as Mars One, this organization was the focus 
of a lot of press since it’s inception, some of it good, most of it 
bad. While there were many who called the organization’s plan a 
“suicide mission” or a “scam”, others invested their time, energy, 
and expertise to help make it happen.

In addition, thousands of volunteers signed on for the adventure, 
willing to risk life and limb to become part of the first one-way trip 
to the Red Planet. Unfortunately, we may never get to know if Bas 
Lansdorp’s plan for colonizing Mars was feasible or even sincere. 

(Source: universetoday.com)



TEHRAN — While an 
important strategy to 

contain Tehran’s air pollution is using 
green vehicles, non-repayable loans to 
incentivize the owners to replace their 
motorcycles with electric ones is not 
sufficient and must increase, Mohsen 
Hashemi, Tehran City Council chair-
man, has said.

The scheme on encouraging the citi-
zens to replace carbureted motorcycles 
with electric ones has started over a few 
years ago, however, the process has been 
evolving slowly, he said, adding, we hope 
to increase the use of electric motorbikes 
by allocating the necessary funds along 
with supporting the manufacturers next 
year (March 2019-March 2020).

The handouts supporting the resi-
dents to purchase the motorbikes has 
been about 25 million rials (nearly 
$600), which is not adequate anymore 
given the current economic condition, 
he stated, Tasnim reported on Saturday.

Hashemi went on to explain that one 
of the significant solutions effective in 
air pollution mitigation is banning the 
carbureted motorcycles and replacing 
them with the electric motorcycles or 
green vehicles, so government is sup-
posed to offer more generous incentives 
to encourage the residents in this regard.

He further expressed hope that green 
vehicles use increase with cooperation 
of Municipality and government.

Referring to supporting the manufac-
turers to enhance the pace of green ve-
hicle use in the capital, he noted that we 
discussed the issue with Tehran Chamber 
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and 
Agriculture officials recently, and it 
was scheduled to use the Chamber’s 
capacity in this manner.

It is planned to replace the electric 
motorcycles more quickly by the next 
year, as a way to curb air pollution haunt-
ing the capital, he concluded.

Earlier on January, Vahid Hosseini, 
head of the national working group for 
air pollution mitigation affiliated to the 
Department of Environment said that 
air pollution brings heavy economic 
burden amounting to $2.8 billion for 

the Iranian capital.
The vehicle cycle consisting of man-

ufacturing process to scrapping due to 
being clunker is the highest contributor 
to air pollution, as some 70 percent of 
the emission are generated by mobile 
sources, he lamented.

Moreover, in December 2018, 
Hosseini told ISNA that some 25,000 
polluting carbureted motorcycles will 
be discarded by the next two months 
following the enforcement of clean air 
law, which was passed by the parlia-
ment on July 16, 2017, and singles out 
inefficient vehicles, substandard fuels, 
industrial activities, and dust storms 
as the major sources of air pollution 
in the country and tasks different or-
ganizations with specific actions in line 
with the objective.

According to a report by the World 
Bank, motorcycles are the second larg-
est contributor to PM in Tehran, even 
before cars which greatly outnumber 
them. There are less than 1 million mo-
torcycles in Tehran which contribute 
to about 12 percent of the total mobile 
PM emissions. On the other hand, with 
a total fleet of 3.37 million, or 80 per-
cent of all vehicles, cars only account 
for about 3 percent of the city’s mobile 
PM pollution.

One of the main reasons behind their 
high contribution to emissions is that 
a large part of the fuel consumed in 
motorcycles burns incompletely. The 
Tehran motorcycle fleet consists most-
ly of carburetor-equipped motorcycles 
which are typically less fuel efficient 
and emit more emissions compared to 
newer, fuel injection technology.

TEHRAN — Timber 
smuggling steadily pro-

ceeding in the forests in West Azarbaijan 
province poses a serious threat to the re-
gion’s ecology, as 450 tons of wood have 
been seized being smuggled, commander 
of the protection unit of natural resources 
and watershed management department 
of the province has said.

“Wood smuggling was very limited 
last year, while in the current year (start-
ing on March 21, 2018) over 450 tons 
of smuggled log has been seized, which 
were being smuggled to the northern 
provinces of the country” Yousefali Em-
brahimpour regretted.

Referring to a law banning exploita-
tion of endangered forests in northern 
part of the country, he noted that the law 
has worsened the situation in western and 
northwestern forests and led to greater 
smuggling of logs.

In January 2017 in line with the laws 
regulating all aspects of policy making 
and project managements with regard 
to environmental factors Majlis [Iranian 
parliament] has prohibited any exploitation 
of endangered forests by the fourth year of 
implementing the sixth five-year national 
development plan.

With 157 MPs voting for the bill, ex-
ploitation of forests for commercial and 
industrial purposes will be brought to a 
halt by 2020. By that time all exploitation 
contracts will be expired and none will 
be renewed. 

All exploitation projects will be banned 
with the exception of broken branches, 
fallen or damaged trees which can be only 
authorized by the Forests, Range, and Wa-
tershed Management Organization.

The lack of forest forces, not enforcing 
laws and low fines are among the other 
factors exacerbating the condition, Em-
brahimpour also added, ISNA reported 
on Saturday.

He further explained that in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Agriculture, Law En-
forcement Force, and the judiciary officials 
of the province, effective measures have been 
taken in this regard, nevertheless, shortage of 
rangers and facilities prevents the eradication 
of log smuggling in the province.

“Currently, a forest ranger is assigned on 
each 45,000 hectares of the forests in the 
province, while on average every 18,000 
hectares of the country’s forest is being 
monitored by each ranger,” he lamented.

This is while, in other countries, every 
ranger observes only 3,000 hectares of the 
forests, he highlighted.

He went on to say that there are stations 
controlling truck carrying logs on the rroads 
in oak forests in the cities of Sardasht, Pi-
ranshahr and Naqadeh, in West Azarbaijan 
province, which significantly minimized 
timber smuggling in the province.

“Forests in West Azarbaijan province 
are stretching to over 101,000 hectares in 
Sardasht and Piranshahr cities, and 6,000 
hectares are distributed in different parts 
of the province,” he concluded.

Earlier in January, Embrahimpour told 
ISNA that over the past decade generally 
some 10 tons of smuggled log have been 
seized, but the number have grown 15-
fold this year.

Ja’far Nouri, director of governmental 
discretionary punishments organization of 
Mahabad and Piranshahr, West Azarbaijan 
province, also told IRNA news agency that 
17 tons of smuggled logs have been seized 
in the area and the violators got fined 68 
million rials (nearly $1,600).

Head of natural resources and water-
shed management department of Mahabad, 
Majid Patou, said that in the current year 
more than 100 tons of smuggled logs have 
been seized on Mahabad roads. 

Decreasing custom tariffs on import-
ed wood, easing timber importation, and 
growing trees for logging are some of the 
measures that can help in the battle against 
illegal logging and deforestation.

Timber smuggling, major threat to 
forests in northwestern Iran

Non-repayable loans for e-bikes must 
increase: Tehran City Council chairman
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TEHRAN — As per the 
data released on Friday by 

the National Drought Warning and Moni-
toring Center affiliated to the Meteorological 
Organization, precipitation amounts in the 
current water year (starting on September 
23, 2018) have jumped three-folds compared 
to the same period a year earlier. 

While last year’s precipitations stood at 
50.2 millimeters during the 5-month period 
this year’s precipitations surged up to 159.5 
millimeters, the data indicated. 

Moreover, the figures show that com-
pared to long-term averages the precipita-
tion amounts increased by 33 millimeters 
in the current year.

Provinces of Ilam, Gilan, and Lorestan top 
the list with highest precipitation amounts 
in the aforesaid period with 608.9, 547.1 and 
538.8 millimeters respectively. 

The whole country experienced a 26.1 
percent increase in the precipitation 
amounts compared to long-term averages. 
Province of Ilam with 118.1 percent rise is 
the region with the most drastic increase 
in the amount of precipitations in the same 
period. Provinces of Khuzestan, Lorestan, 
and Golestan each with 81.2, 79.1, and 75.6 
percent growth in precipitation amounts 
follow the suit. 

On the contrary provinces with the least 

precipitations amount are Sistan-Baluchestan 
with 33.3 millimeters of precipitation, Yazd 
with 38.8 millimeters of precipitation, and 
Kerman with 51.6 millimeters of precipitation. 

Despite the increase compared to last 
year’s precipitations the provinces are still 
facing lower than average precipitations.

The three provinces of Sistan-Baluchestan, 
Kerman and Yazd also experienced the sharp-
est decrease in precipitation levels compared 
to long-term averages. Sistan-Baluchestan 

with 48.1 percent decrease, Kerman with 
31.7 percent decrease and Yazd with 28.2 
percent decrease are the provinces with most 
dramatic drop in the precipitation rates. 

Precipitation amounts in the capital 
of Iran, Tehran, also measured at 182.9 
millimeters this year which indicates a 
41.4 percent hike compared to long-term 
averages. Additionally, the amount tripled 
last year’s precipitation amounts which 
stood at 57.6 millimeters.

Increased precipitations have mitigated 
air pollution as well as sand and dust storms 
in metropolises of Iran since the beginning of 
autumn but it seems unlikely to compensate 
for long-term water shortages in the country. 

In early February, director of the nation-
al drought warning and monitoring center, 
Sadeq Ziaeian, explained that based on the 
dada collected over the past decade approx-
imately 97 percent of the country is affected 
by long-term drought.

In a recent report released by Majlis [Ira-
nian parliament] research center on January 
1 it is predicted that by the [Iranian calendar] 
year 1400 (March 2021-March 2022) more 
than 50 million Iranians, nearly 80 percent of 
the country’s total population, will be affected 
by water shortages for drinking purposes.

The report stated that over the summer, 
due to decreased rainfalls and snowfalls in the 
past water year (September 2017-September 
2018), some 36.8 million people constituting 
46 percent of the country’s total population 
had problems accessing drinking water.

Such challenges, the report warns, would 
contribute to social unrest which may become 
a security issue.

In spite of the rise in precipitation amounts 
it is projected that dry spells are awaiting 
the country due to the adverse effects of the 
climate change in the near future.
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Precipitation triples 

last year’s mean in Iran 

“denti-, dent-”
 Meaning: tooth
 For example: Most dentists are general practitioners, 

handling a variety of dental needs.

Mouth off
 Meaning: to complain angrily and noisily about 

something, or talk as if you know more than anyone else
 For example: You should have heard Pete 

mouthing off at Joe.

Couch potato
 Explanation: If you refer to someone as a couch 

potato, you criticize them for spending a lot of time 
sitting and watching television

 For example: Don’t be such a couch potato. There are 
better ways of spending your time than in front of the TV.

PREFIX/SUFFIX PHRASAL VERB IDIOM

ENGLISH IN USE

Tehran metro delivers 730 million 
rides annually 
The underground transport system stretching to 170 kilometers in the 
metropolis of Tehran is delivering over 730 million rides each year, 
Mehdi Jamalinejad, deputy interior minister, has announced.
Currently, 106 kilometers of metro lines are under construction in the 
capital, which is expected to increase the number of annual subway 
ridership by 513 million, he stated, adding, the project will be completed 
by the end of the Iranian calendar year 1402 (March 2024).

ساالنه 730 میلیون سفر در تهران با مترو انجام می شود
ــر کشــور گفــت: در حــال حاضــر  ــور شــهری و روســتایی وزی معــاون عمــران و توســعه ام
در پایتخــت 170 کیلومتــر خطــوط متــرو در حــال خدمــت رســانی اســت و ســاالنه 730 

ــا متــرو انجــام مــی شــود. میلیــون ســفر در تهــران ب
ــر106  ــال حاض ــرد: در ح ــه ک ــژاد اضاف ــی ن ــدی جمال ــا،  مه ــنبه ایرن ــزارش روز ش ــه گ ب
کیلومتــر خطــوط متــرو در پایتخــت در حــال ســاخت اســت کــه پیــش بینــی مــی شــود 
در صــورت اتمــام تــا پایــان طــرح کــه ســال 1402 اســت، منجــر بــه افزایــش تعــداد 513 

میلیــون ســفر در ســال خواهــد شــد.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

‘Playing to learn’ scheme 
piloted in elementary schools

TEHRAN — A plan dubbed “playing to learn” 
aiming at using educational games toward deep-

er learning was implemented for first time in elementary schools 
across the capital, with the Education Minister in attendance, 
Fars reported on Saturday.

The scheme was first proposed by Education Minister Mo-
hammad Bat’haei on the fourth national festival of toys which 
was held in Tehran in November 2018.

The scheme uses games along with skill-centered assignments 
to involve and interest the students in educational process, so 
traditional classrooms are not effective any more, as gamification 
helps students learn far more than they learn with textbooks.

Through the first phase of the scheme, 1,000 schools from 
10 provinces nationwide will implement the playing to learn 
scheme, including Tehran, Khorasan Razavi, Fars, Hamedan, 
Mazandaran, Kordestan, Kerman, West Azarbaijan, Qazvin, and 
Sistan-Baluchestan.

According to the report, schools regarding their proper environ-
ment and conditions volunteered and chose to hold game-based 
classes and assess the results, currently in each province 50 girls’ 
schools and 50 boys’ schools among state-run and private schools 
have piloted the scheme; 20 percent of which are private schools. 

 The positive effect of playing games at schools 
According to the teachstarter.com, research has shown 

that there are many benefits for playing daily games in the 
classroom. When planning lessons, teachers should try to 
incorporate at least one game a day into one of the key learn-
ing areas as either a teaching and learning tool, assessment 
strategy or classroom motivator.

When playing games, students become more engaged in 
their learning, taught content is reinforced and class posi-
tivity is increased.

By playing games, students become more motivated to 
learn, pay attention and participate in set tasks. Games help 
students to become a part of a team as well as take responsi-
bility for their own learning.

Games are a great way to control the competitiveness between 
peers. By using games in the classroom, students can compete 
against each other whilst playing a game, then support each 
other during other learning activities.

Stimulating the brain with strategies in a game can be a great 
brain workout. Moreover, it helps to create positivity around the 
lesson, motivating students with their participation and creating 
a positive attitude towards learning.

Additionally, games can be used as a less stressful way 
for students to demonstrate their knowledge, skill and un-
derstanding of a topic. Playing games in the classroom also 
increases class cooperation.

And last but not least games are a great tool to use in the 
classroom to consolidate new knowledge.

Tehran sets record high for 
cleanest air in five years 

TEHRAN — The number of days with ex-
cellent air quality increased to 28 days in the 

capital of Iran, Tehran, director of Tehran province department 
of environment has said.

While over the past five years the number of clean air days 
didn’t increase to more than 20 days this year (starting on March 
21, 2018) has set the record high for the cleanest year, IRNA 
news agency quoted Kiyoumars Kalantari as saying on Saturday. 

Last year (March 2017-March 2018) the number of days with 
excellent air quality amounted to 13 days, he highlighted.

No highly polluted days were reported since the beginning of 
the current year and the number of days with light air pollution 
causing discomfort for sensitive groups amounted to 59 days 
which shows a 35-day decrease compared to the same period 
last year, he concluded. 

L E A R N  E N G L I S H
Darwin’s Theory of Evolution
A: It’s been a long time since I last saw you. Where have you been?
B: The exams and plans I have to turn in in are driving me crazy, 
I don’t even have time to sleep.
A: It’s the same for me. I’m up to my neck in work, but at least 
finals are coming soon and we’ll have a vacation. Where are 
you going now?
B: I’m going to Anthropology class and now with the year anniversary 
of Darwin, it’s the only thing we study. Frankly, I’m sick and 
tired and tired of hearing about this guy.
A: What? Why? How can you not like Darwin? I mean the man 
changed the entire perception of how things came to and his 
theory is backed by pretty solid evidence!
B: I don’t like him. His theory of human evolution and natural 
selection is full of holes. It lacks the solid evidence of 
which you speak of.
A: That statement puts you at odds with half of the academy. 
Not to mention your professors! Furthermore, the explanation 
proposed by Darwin about the origin of species and the mechanism 
of natural selection constitutes a grand step toward a coherent 
understanding of the world and evolutionist ideas.
B: I’m not minimizing his grand contributions, it’s just that his 
theory reminds of the conundrum of the chicken and the egg.
A: What are you talking about?
B: The question is, which was first? The chicken or the egg?  
I feel the same regarding his theory. How does the first cell 
of life come to be?
A: Interesting. I think that question is better suited for my philosophy 
class. In the meantime, how about we settle this... with a due!

 Key vocabulary
sick and tired: bored or annoyed
natural selection: a process by which best creatures survive
full of holes: including many faults
at odds with: in a state of disagreement
academy: a school that provides training in special subject
coherent: logical and consistent
minimize: to make something as small as possible
conundrum: a confusing or difficult problem

 Supplementary vocabulary
creationism: belief in the literal interpretation of the account of the 
creation of the universe and of all living things related in the Bible.
naturalism: the doctrine that the world can be understood in 
scientific terms without recourse to spiritual or supernatural 
explanations
transmutation: the process or act of change, especially from 
one thing to another

ENVIRONMENT
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No going back on S-400 deal with 
Russia despite U.S.: Erdogan

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan has reiterated his country’s resolve 
to proceed with a purchase of advanced 
S-400 air defense missile system from 
Russia, a day after an informal deadline 
Washington set for Ankara to respond 
to a rival U.S. offer passed.

Erdogan was quoted by Turkish broad-
caster NTV on Saturday as saying that 
there was no turning back on the S-400 
deal with Russia, and that Turkey was 
also interested in purchasing U.S. Patri-
ot missiles as long as Ankara’s interests 
were served.

“We have made the S-400 deal with 
Russia, so it is out of question to take a 
step back. The job is done. When it comes 
to the Patriots, we are open to buying 
them. However, this purchase needs to 
serve the interests of our country,” Er-
dogan told journalists on the way back 
from a trilateral summit in the Russian 
city of Sochi, where he met his Russian 
and Iranian counterparts to discuss de-
velopments in Syria.

“We are continuing our work based on 
the deal that the S-400s will be delivered 
in July,” the Turkish president added.

Moscow and Ankara reached a final 
agreement on the delivery of the S-400 
missile systems in December 2017.

Turkey, which is a NATO country, 
has on several occasions stated that it is 
committed to buying the Russian missile 
defense system, despite concerns among 
members of the U.S.-led military alliance 
that the S-400s cannot be integrated into 
the NATO air defense system.   

Washington had set an informal dead-
line of February 15 for Ankara to respond 
to the rival U.S. offer, warning to withdraw 

its offer to sell a $3.5 billion Raytheon 
Co Patriot missile package if Turkey pro-
ceeded with the S-400 purchase.

U.S. officials also announced that the 
deal would jeopardize Turkey’s purchase 
of Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 fighter jets 
and possibly result in the United States 
imposing sanctions.

The S-400, whose full name is the Tri-
umf Mobile Multiple Anti-Aircraft Missile 

System (AAMS), is an advanced Russian 
missile system designed to detect, track, 
and destroy planes, drones, or missiles as 
far as 402 kilometers away. It has previ-
ously been sold only to China and India.

Turkey is striving to boost its air 
defense, particularly after the U.S. and 
Germany decided in 2015 to withdraw 
its Patriot surface-to-air missile system 
from Turkey’s border with Syria, a move 
that weakened Turkey’s air defense.

Turkey urged the NATO allies at the 
time to keep those batteries positioned 
on the border.

Ankara was also angry with the U.S. 
over its military support for the YPG 
Kurdish fighters in northern Syria, as 
well as its failure to extradite U.S.-based 
opposition cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom 
Ankara accuses of having masterminded 
the 2016 coup attempt. Turkey regards 
the U.S.-baked YPG as a terrorist group 
affiliated with the outlawed Kurdistan 
Workers Party (PKK).

Before gravitating towards Russia, the 
Turkish military reportedly walked out 
of a $3.4 billion contract for a similar 
Chinese system. The withdrawal took 
place under purported pressure from 
Washington.

(Source: agencies)

Palestinians are patrolling al-Khalil (Hebron) to document 
violence by settlers after Israel’s expulsion of international 
observers last month.

Israel expelled the unarmed civilian observers after Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said he “will not allow the 
continuation of an international force that acts against us.”

The international mission, known as TIPH (Temporary 
International Presence in Hebron/al-Khalil), was estab-
lished after a settler opened fire on Muslim worshipers 
at the Ibrahimi Mosque in 1994, killing 29 people and 
wounding over 100 others.

Until recently, the mission stationed observers from 
Norway, Italy, Sweden, Switzerland and Turkey to report 
on violations of international humanitarian and human 
rights laws in the divided city.

Al-Khalil, the West Bank’s largest city, is a frequent 
flashpoint between Israeli settlers and Palestinians. Over 
200,000 Palestinians live in the city, along with several 
hundred extremist settlers who live in heavily fortified 
enclaves protected by the military.

Palestinians frequently must pass through Israeli check-
points in the area of the settler enclaves, restrictions that 
have hit the once-thriving city center and forced many 
businesses to close.

They are also a constant target of settler violence, which 
has prompted Palestinian activists to fill the void by launch-
ing their own patrols to document attacks. 

Armed with video cameras and donning blue vests, the 
activists say they have enlisted 18 volunteers and begun 
work since Sunday.

“By expelling the international monitors, the Israeli gov-
ernment wanted to hide the Israeli settlers’ and soldiers’ 
violations, but we will not let them get away with that,” 
Issa Amro, an activist leader, told the Associated Press.

Amro said they began by escorting Palestinian students 
to school in al-Khalil’s Israeli-controlled downtown area. 

Hundreds of Palestinian students study in schools in 
al-Khalil’s Old City where altercations between Palestinians 
and Israelis are not uncommon.

Amro said tensions started right away and he was “slapped 
and punched by the settlers” who cursed the activists in 
front of the Israeli soldiers as “dogs and sons of dogs.”

  Israel injures 20 Palestinians along Gaza fence
Elsewhere, at least 20 Palestinians have been in-

jured by Israeli fire while protesting in the Gaza Strip 
to assert the right of displaced Palestinians to return 
to their land.

Ashraf al-Qedra, the spokesman for the Gaza Health 
Ministry, said in a Tweet that the victims had been in-
jured during anti-occupation protests held east of Gaza 
City on Friday.

Tensions have been running high near the fence sepa-
rating Gaza from the occupied territories since March 30, 
which marked the start of the protests.

Palestinian protesters demand the right to return for 
those driven out of their homeland by Israeli aggression.

The clashes in Gaza reached their peak on May 14, the 
eve of the 70th anniversary of Nakba Day, or the Day of 
Catastrophe, which coincided this year with Washington’s 
relocation of its embassy from Tel Aviv to the occupied 
al-Quds (Jerusalem).

More than 250 Palestinians have so far been killed 
and over 26,000 others wounded in the renewed Gaza 
clashes, according to the latest figures released by the 
Gaza Health Ministry.

Gaza has been under Israeli siege since June 2007, caus-
ing a decline in living standards as well as unprecedented 
unemployment and poverty.

(Source: Press TV) 

Palestinians patrol al-Khalil after Israel expels monitors

 India’s first semi-high speed train broke 
down Saturday after colliding with a cow 
on the tracks, a day after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the new pas-
senger service.

The Vande Bharat Express, touted as 
India’s fastest train and built under the 
Modi government’s flagship “Make in In-
dia” program, made its first journey Friday 
from New Delhi to the Hindu holy city of 
Varanasi.

But on its return to the capital the next day 
a collision with a cow disrupted electricity 
supply to four carriages and damaged the 

brake system, according to Indian Railways.
“The train later experienced technical 

issues and was stranded on the way to Delhi,” 
Indian Railways spokesperson Smita Vats 
Sharma told AFP.

The train reached the capital “safely” 
ahead of its first commercial journey on 
Sunday, she added.

Cattle obstructions on roads and rail 
tracks are common in India, particularly 
in Uttar Pradesh state where Saturday’s 
collision happened.

Since coming to office, Modi’s nationalist 
party launched a crackdown on the slaugh-

ter of cows – considered sacred by many 
Hindus – which has led to crisis numbers 
of stray and unwanted cattle in the state.

India is struggling to upgrade its colo-
nial-era railway system, which relies on 
creaking and outdated infrastructure to 
transport 23 million travellers each day.

The locally-made express train has a 
rated top speed of 180 kilometers an hour, 
20 percent quicker than the next fastest 
train in service.

Railway authorities say the train is ex-
pected to reduce the 850-kilometer journey 
between the two cities from 14 to eight hours.

Saturday’s accident is the latest con-
troversy for the express train – a pet 
project of Modi’s government, which 
has vowed to debut India’s first bullet 
train in 2022.

Last week, India’s Railways and Coal 
Minister Piyush Goyal was left red-faced 
after he tweeted a digitally altered video 
of the train zipping by a station at light-
ning speed.

He was later accused of altering the video 
to make the train appear faster, triggering 
widespread social media ridicule.

(Source: AFP)

Nigeria’s president and the leading opposition can-
didate urged people to remain calm after a national 
election scheduled for Saturday was postponed by a 
week just five hours before polls were due to open.

However, the opposition candidate, former vice 
president Atiku Abubakar, later accused President 
Muhammadu Buhari of instigating the delay in order 
to “disenfranchise” the electorate.

Early on Saturday morning, just as Nigerians began 
heading out to polling stations, the chairman of the 
electoral commission said it was no longer feasible 
to hold free and fair elections on Saturday due to 
logistical problems.

The vote will now be held on Feb. 23, the chairman 
said. But the delay still threw the country into renewed 
political uncertainty.

Electoral commission officials and Western dip-
lomats said the problems concerned the inability to 
transport ballot papers and results sheets to some 
parts of the country, where 84 million voters have 
registered to vote.

Buhari, in power since 2015, faces a tight election 
contest against the People’s Democratic Party’s Atiku.

At stake is control of Africa’s top crude oil-pro-
ducing nation and largest economy.

Past elections in Nigeria have been marred by 
violence, intimidation and ballot-rigging, and the 
postponement raised the possibility of unrest.

PDP chairman Uche Secondus said the move was 
“dangerous to our democracy”. He called it part of an 
attempt by Buhari to “cling on to power even when it’s 
obvious to him that Nigerians want him out”.

Atiku and Buhari both sought to avert any violent 
protests or confrontation.

The president, who was Nigeria’s military ruler in 

the early 1980s, said in a statement he was “deeply 
disappointed” and urged Nigerians to “refrain from 
all civil disorder and remain peaceful, patriotic and 
united”.

Atiku told reporters at his residence in the north-
eastern city of Yola that he was shocked by the electoral 
commission’s decision. He urged voters to be patient 
and wait until next Saturday to cast their ballots.

But he later said that Buhari’s administration was 
behind the delayed elections, without offering any 
evidence.

“By instigating this postponement, the Buhari ad-
ministration hopes to disenfranchise the Nigerian 
electorate in order to ensure that turn out is low on 
the rescheduled date,” he said on Twitter.

Buhari’s spokesman Garba Shehu declined to 
comment.

Presidential elections in 2011 and 2015 were also 
delayed over logistics and security issues.

Bismarck Rewane, economist and CEO of La-

gos-based consultancy Finance Derivatives, said: 
“No matter who wins, it is now far more likely that 
the loser will contest the result and argue that the 
election has been compromised because sensitive 
materials are out there.”

Situation Room, an organization of more than 70 
civil society groups, said the postponement “had cast 
a cloud of doubt on (the commission’s) credibility and 
competence in conducting the election” and “created 
needless tension and confusion in the country”.

 Six dead in Maiduguri
Voters across Nigeria also said they were unhappy.
In the northeastern city of Maiduguri, people 

gathered for morning prayers after which they had 
planned to vote.

“We are disappointed and deeply pained by the 
postponement of the election. We spent our all night 
without sleeping hoping to vote today and just hearing 
the news that the election was been postponed,” said 
one worshipper, Auwolu Usman.

Kabiru Sale, 27, who sells oil in the northern city 
of Kano, said the move took him by surprise.

“I am not happy with the suspension. I had already 
gone out to cast my vote only to be told on the way 
about the suspension. I do not really understand why 
they suspended the election,” he said.

Six people were killed in a bomb blast in Maiduguri 
by suspected Islamist militants on Saturday morning, 
according to the State Emergency Management Agen-
cy, even though authorities had bolstered security in 
much of the country.

Maiduguri is the capital of Borno, the state worst 
hit by the Boko Haram militant group and its offshoot, 
Islamic State in West Africa Province.

(Source: Reuters)

India’s newly launched fast train hits cattle hurdle

Nigerian presidential election postponed, all sides appeal for calm

Hezbollah ‘stronger than 
ever’: Nasrallah
 1  The secretary-general appeared to be referring to remarks 
Pompeo gave to media earlier this week, in which he said Hez-
bollah’s power was increasing, and that the group is now “more 
powerful than they were four or five years ago.”

The comments followed the conclusion of a conference held 
Wednesday-Thursday in Warsaw, co-hosted by the U.S. and 
Poland, which some 60 countries attended.

Pompeo said the countries’ representatives had discussed, 
among other topics, “how we could contain Hezbollah’s illicit 
finances and push back against their money laundering, some 
of which takes place through Lebanese financial institutions.”

(Source: Daily star)

Poland summons Israeli 
ambassador to clarify 
Netanyahu comments on 
Poles in Holocaust

Poland summoned Israel’s ambassador and threatened to scupper 
a summit in Jerusalem after reported comments in which Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu appeared to accuse the Polish 
nation of complicity in the Nazi Holocaust.

Netanyahu’s office said in a statement that the prime minister, 
who was in Warsaw for a U.S.-sponsored Middle East confer-
ence, had been misquoted by The Jerusalem Post, which issued 
a corrected story.

In a later statement, Netanyahu’s office said that in his remarks 
on the question of Polish collaboration with Nazi occupiers, he 
had not cast any blanket blame.

Poland, where sensitivities over the issue of its actions during 
the Holocaust are high, called in Israeli envoy Anna Azari.

The matter of Poland’s conduct during the Holocaust - in which 
many of the six million Jewish dead were killed in Nazi camps 
on Polish soil - was at the center of an Israeli-Polish diplomatic 
dispute last year.

After an outcry in Israel and the United States, Poland’s con-
servative Law and Justice government backed out of legislation 
mandating jail terms for anyone suggesting the country had 
collaborated with the Nazis.

Sensitivities were tested again late on Thursday after Netanyahu 
answered a question about that law posed by one of the Israeli 
reporters who had traveled with him to Poland.

Israel’s Haaretz newspaper quoted Netanyahu as saying: “The 
Poles collaborated with the Nazis, and I don’t know anyone who 
was ever sued for such a statement.”

Yaakov Katz, the Jerusalem Post’s editor, told Reuters the 
account in his newspaper had used the term “Polish nation”, 
although not in a direct quote from Netanyahu, and the story 
was swiftly amended to reflect what he really said.

But Polish Deputy Foreign Minister Szymon Szynkowski vel 
Sek said Warsaw wanted the matter “to be clarified unequivocal-
ly”. Hours later, Netanyahu’s office issued a second statement.

“In a briefing, PM Netanyahu spoke of Poles and not the Polish 
people or the country of Poland,” the statement said.

Many Poles still refuse to accept research showing thousands 
participated in the Holocaust in addition to the thousands who 
risked their lives to help the Jews.

Commenting on Netanyahu’s remarks, Polish President 
Andrzej Duda raised a question mark over a two-day summit 
in Jerusalem next week of the four central European nations - 
Poland, Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech Republic.

(Source: Reuters)

Trump declares emergency 
to fund Mexico border wall

U.S. President Donald Trump Friday declared a national emer-
gency in a bid to fund his promised wall at the U.S.-Mexico border 
without congressional approval, an action Democrats vowed to 
challenge as a violation of the U.S. Constitution. The Republican 
president’s move to circumvent Congress represented an escala-
tion in his efforts to make good on a 2016 presidential campaign 
pledge to build a wall to halt the flow into the country of illegal 
immigrants, whom Trump says bring crime and drugs.

He also signed a bipartisan government spending bill Friday 
that would prevent another partial government shutdown by fund-
ing several agencies that otherwise would have closed Saturday.

The bill represents a legislative defeat for Trump since it 
contains no money for his proposed wall - the focus of weeks of 
conflict between him and Democrats in Congress.

He made no mention of the bill in rambling comments to the 
media in the White House Rose Garden.

He had demanded Congress provide him with $5.7 billion 
in wall funding as part of legislation to fund the agencies. That 
triggered a historic, 35-day government shutdown that hurt the 
U.S. economy and his opinion poll numbers.

By reorienting his quest for wall funding toward a legally un-
certain strategy based on declaring a national emergency, Trump 
risks plunging into a lengthy legislative and legal battle with 
Democrats and dividing his fellow Republicans - many of whom 
expressed grave reservations Friday about the president’s action.

Fifteen Democrats in the Republican-controlled Senate in-
troduced legislation Thursday to prevent Trump from invoking 
emergency powers to transfer funds to his wall from accounts 
Congress has already committed to other projects.

Nancy Pelosi, the Democratic speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and top Senate Democrat Chuck Schumer swiftly 
responded to Trump’s declaration.

“The Congress will defend our constitutional authorities in 
the Congress, in the courts, and in the public, using every remedy 
available,” they said in a statement. New York state’s attorney 
general, Letitia James, said her office would also challenge 
Trump in court. California’s governor, Gavin Newsom, also 
pledged to file suit. “We won’t stand for this abuse of power 
& will fight back with every legal tool at our disposal,” James 
wrote on Twitter.The president acknowledged his order would 
face a lengthy court fight.

“I expect to be sued. I shouldn’t be sued ... We’ll win in the 
Supreme Court,” he predicted. Trump may have also undermined 
his administration’s argument about the urgency of the situation, 
when he told reporters, “I didn’t need to do this. But I’d rather do 
it much faster.” Both the House and Senate could pass a resolution 
terminating the emergency by majority vote.

(source: Reuters)
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He suffered serious brain damage, but 

Appie Nouri remains at the heart of Ajax
“You never know [how good he could have 
been],” says a visibly emotional Danny Blind, 
Ajax’s former manager and the head of its 
academy, as he remembers the impact Ab-
delhak Nouri had at the Dutch club.

It has been a year and a half since Nouri 
collapsed during a pre-season friendly 
against Werder Bremen in the summer of 
2017, suffering serious and permanent brain 
damage. Apple, as he is known among his 
former teammates, was then just 20 years old.

If he’ll never play football again, Nouri 
is still very much in the minds of Ajax’s fans 
and the people that run the club. It is easier to 
remember when you refused to ever forget.

Nouri’s family rarely give interviews — 
they declined to speak to CNN when it re-
cently went to Amsterdam — but last year 
they said they’d been encouraged by small 
improvements in his condition.

Nouri’s brother Abderrahim told Holland’s 
national broadcaster NOS in August: “His 
awareness has become a little better and 
there is a form of communication. When 
you asked him something, he opened his 
mouth or confirmed he understood by raising 
an eyebrow.”

In the window display outside the me-
gastore at Ajax’s Johan Cruyff Arena stands 
a tribute to Nouri.

There Appie is, unmissable at the shop-
front; represented by three Ajax shirts, all 
dressed with Nouri’s squad number, with a 
straightforward -- yet heartfelt -- message. 
“Stay strong Appie,” it reads, spread across 
the three jerseys with a powerful simplicity.

Blind pauses as he recalls the skillful play-
maker’s talents. He had been compared in 
some quarters to Barcelona great Andres 
Iniesta.

“I was the head of the academy when we 
brought him in -- I think he was seven or 
eight years old,” Blind tells CNN Sport as he 
reflects with the audible emotion of a man 
who oversaw Nouri’s evolution.

“He was a real Ajax player. He had the 
skills, he had the movements, he was good 
on the ball.

“At that time as an eight-year-old, you 
could see that he was a very good player. 

He was technical. He always had a solution 
-- always one step [ahead] with what he was 
going to do.”

Justin Kluivert, Philippe Sandler, Amin 
Younes and Kevin Diks played alongside 
Nouri at Ajax and have since moved on -- 
with Roma, Manchester City, Napoli and 
Empoli respectively. All four wear Nouri’s 
number 34 on their backs.

When Kluivert scored his first Champions 
League goal for his Italian club in October 
2018, he celebrated by raising a shirt adorned 
with Nouri’s name to the crowd.

In a recent Bleacher Report video, Bar-

celona’s Ousmane Dembele, who first came 
across Nouri at a junior tournament, revealed 
that his boots have ‘Nouri 34’ etched onto 
their side.

Back at Ajax, the club’s annual young 
player award has been renamed in Nouri’s 
honor. While he never won it himself, the 
redesigned trophy consists of two bronze 
hands forming a heart -- it was his trademark 
celebration.

When it was revealed, chief executive 
Edwin van der Sar described the figurine 
as standing for “love, solidarity and togeth-
erness”.

Although Nouri never collected the prize, 
longtime teammates have done -- men with 
whom he shares an intrinsic history. Donny 
van de Beek, a colleague dating back to their 
respective childhoods, was the 2015 recipient.

Before him, Wesley Sneijder, Rafael van 
der Vaart and Christian Eriksen had all pre-
viously been handed the trophy -- three men 
who performed a similar role to that which was 
touted of Nouri’s quick feet and eye for a pass.

“He was 19 years old, and you have some 
players like [Matthijs] de Ligt, who was in the 
first team at 17,” says Blind, referring to one 
of Ajax’s current stars. “But that also depends 
on your physical development. Sometimes 
players need one or two more years extra to 
reach a certain level.

“All the people at Ajax believed in the 
summer that it happened that in that season 
he would come into the first team, definitely. 
And we never know.”

(Source: CNN)

 Golden State Warriors superstar Stephen Curry celebrated 
Davidson’s 80-72 home victory over Saint Joseph’s on Friday 
night by jumping into the student section at his alma mater 
as a sellout crowd screamed its approval.

Curry, in town for NBA All-Star Weekend in nearby Char-
lotte, sat courtside throughout the game and watched as the 
Wildcats erased a seven-point halftime deficit to maintain 
their undefeated record at John M. Belk Arena this season.

What made the night unique for Curry is that the Wildcats 
were dressed in specially designed black Under Armour 
uniforms and shoes from the SC30 line he fronts. Curry 
proudly wore a black No. 30 jersey, his number in college, 
over his hoodie.

“It’s surreal, even to this day,” Curry said before the game, 
while discussing what it’s like to see his former team wear his 
logo. “I know I accomplished a lot, but it still doesn’t quite 
sink in. The opportunities that I get to experience now, a 
program that meant so much to me that gave me my entire, 
just, basketball and base and foundation and how much I’ve 
learned from Coach [Bob] McKillop and my teammates and 
stuff like that when I was on campus. I always look forward 
to going back and watching them play and being a part of 
the program any way I can.

“In terms of just helping them with gear and representing 
me and the school as well, it’s just wild to think about. And 
I’m just happy to be a part of it.”

Curry, who rose to national prominence in 2008 while 
carrying the Wildcats to the Elite Eight in the NCAA tour-
nament, received loud cheers throughout the night and was 
clearly enjoying himself. In the second half, he was shown 
on the video board joining the crowd in singing “Sweet Car-
oline.” The highlight for many in attendance came after the 
game ended as Curry jogged from his courtside seat and 
climbed into the student section while being mobbed by 
young fans. After a couple of minutes, Curry climbed back 

to the floor and stayed for a while, signing autographs for 
fans and former teammates.

One of the fans Curry was able to spend a few moments 
with was former Cy Young Award winner Frank Viola, whose 
daughter, Kaley, is an assistant volleyball coach at Davidson. 
Curry was serenaded with chants of “MVP! MVP!” as fans 
pleaded for a second of his time.

Curry -- taken No. 7 overall by the Warriors in the 2009 
NBA draft -- maintains a strong relationship with McKillop 
and many Davidson alumni.

“Steph’s fingerprints are all over our program,” McKillop 
said in a recent phone conversation. “He is very cognizant of 
the fact he went to Davidson, very grateful for that experience. 
And makes it an effort to put us front and center in all he 
does and include us in all he does. And that’s kind of rare.”

As Curry celebrates the memories of his famous run through 
the NCAA tournament, he does so with an undying affinity for 
where he came from and what he represents for Davidson.

“It’s always fun,” Curry said in a recent interview of being 
back on campus. “I’m getting old now, older, in terms of 10 
years removed [from school]. I try to stay as in tune with 
the team as possible, but there’s so many new guys -- they 
know about our ‘08 team and not much has changed in 
terms of how Coach McKillop approaches it. Same stuff he 
was telling us, he was telling them, so there’s always a bond.

(Source: ESPN)

Warriors’ Stephen Curry celebrates Davidson win in student section

Former Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson will return to 
the dugout for a charity match to celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the team’s treble-winning season, the Premier League club 
said on Saturday.

The 77-year-old Scot will take charge of a legends side against 
Bayern Munich at Old Trafford on May 26.

Ferguson, who won the Champions League twice, the 
Premier League 13 times and five FA Cups with United, 
had emergency surgery for a brain haemorrhage in May 
last year but has since recovered and is a regular visitor to 
Old Trafford on matchdays.

“I’m really looking forward to what will be a special day at 
Old Trafford,” Ferguson told the club website.

“It will be great to catch up with some familiar faces and a 
great opportunity to support the work of Manchester United 
Foundation.”

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, currently United’s interim manag-
er, scored an added-time winner to secure a 2-1 victory over 
Bayern in the 1999 Champions League final and complete an 
unprecedented treble, which included the Premier League 
title and the FA Cup.

(Source: Reuters)

Ferguson set for Man United 
return in charity match

Bayern Munich winger Kingsley Coman has been ruled fit to play 
in next week’s Champions League last 16, first leg tie at Liverpool 
after the Frenchman suffered an injury scare in their Bundesliga 
win over Augsburg on Friday.

Coman scored two goals as Bayern twice came from behind 
to win 3-2 but turned his ankle towards the end of the game and 
had to be taken off.

The 22-year-old has been plagued by injury in the past 
few seasons, missing France’s triumphant World Cup cam-
paign last year and then being injured again at the start 
of the Bundesliga season leading to another months-long 
injury break.

“After a detailed medical examination on Saturday morning 
the Frenchman got the all-clear fortunately and is therefore an 
option for the Champions League round of 16 first leg in Liverpool 
on Tuesday,” Bayern said in a statement.

The Bavarians, who also saw goalkeeper Manuel Neuer return 
from injury on Friday, are two points behind leaders Borussia 
Dortmund, who visit bottom side Nuernberg on Monday.

(Source: Eurosport)

Swiss Wendy Holdener was the halfway leader in the women’s 
slalom at the Alpine skiing world championships on Saturday 
with favourite Mikaela Shiffrin in third spot.

Holdener, enjoying a superb championships with golds 
in the combined and team events, negotiated the 70 gates in 
57.08 seconds, 0.11 quicker than home favourite Anna Swenn 
Larsson.

Olympic champion Shiffrin was 0.15 down as the American 
targets a fourth consecutive world gold in the slalom.

Once again the mild weather conditions caused problems with 
rain restricting visibility and making the piste slushy.

It meant that few of the later starters were able to make much 
impression on the leaderboard.

Austria’s Katharina Liensberger was fourth quickest as the 
powerhouse Alpine nation still awaits a first gold at the cham-
pionships in the Swedish resort.

The top six, which also included giant slalom winner Petra 
Vlhova of Slovakia, were separated by 0.56 seconds.

(Source: Reuters)

Colin Kaepernick has reached a settlement with the NFL over 
his ‘collusion’ case against team owners.

The former San Francisco 49ers quarterback believed owners 
were conspiring not to hire him because of his protests against 
racial injustice in the USA.

Kaepernick started protests by kneeling during the US na-
tional anthem.

The 30-year-old has been without a team since opting out of 
his 49ers contract in March 2017.

Carolina Panthers safety Eric Reid, who was the first player 
to join then 49ers team-mate Kaepernick in kneeling, has also 
settled his own collusion case.

On Friday, their lawyers and the league released a joint state-
ment, saying the pair had been “engaged in an ongoing dialogue 
with representatives of the NFL” over recent months.

“As a result of those discussions, the parties have decided to 
resolve the pending grievances,” the statement read.

“The resolution of this matter is subject to a confiden-
tiality agreement so there will be no further comment by 
any party.”

A statement from the NFL Players Association said: “We are 
not privy to the details of the settlement, but support the decision 
by the players and their counsel.

“We continuously supported Colin and Eric from the start 
of their protests, participated with their lawyers throughout 
their legal proceedings and were prepared to participate in the 
upcoming trial in pursuit of both truth and justice for what we 
believe the NFL and its clubs did to them.

“We are glad that Eric has earned a job and a new contract, 
and we continue to hope that Colin gets his opportunity as well.”

(Source: BBC)

Bayern’s Coman fit for 
Liverpool clash after injury 
scare

Alpine skiing - Swiss 
Holdener leading women’s 
slalom

Kaepernick reaches NFL 
‘collusion’ case settlement 

Marcelo lost his place due to the bad 
display against Barcelona

Man United’s Martial, Lingard to miss 
Chelsea, Liverpool games

Particularly since the turn of the year, 
Marcelo can now be considered a substitute 
in the current Real Madrid side.

Santiago Solari took charge of the team 
in late October, following the sacking of 
Julen Lopetegui after the 5-1 defeat against 
Barcelona. As soon as the Brazilian physi-
cally recovered (he picked up an injury in 
the last game with Lopetegui) the Argentine 
deployed the left-back further forward on 
the wing.

The coach believed that Marcelo need-
ed minutes and confidence and gave him 
matches when he would not be worked as 
much defensively.

But now things have changed.
Solari has looked for Marcelo to return to 

his best form but, little by little, he has been 
underwhelmed by what he has witnessed.

The consequence has been that he lost 
his place in the side to Sergio Reguilon in 
LaLiga Santander.

Despite that, Marcelo continued to 
get minutes under his belt, notably in the 
Copa del Rey. Improvements were not 
forthcoming but the tactician attempted 
to give him one more chance, in the first 
leg of the Copa semi-final at the Camp Nou.

“He’s the best full-back of the last dec-
ade, he deserved it,” said Solari and his 
teammates were in agreement.

The performance of the full-back in that 
game against Barcelona was not up to the 
level of the rest of the players in the team 
and the coach did not like what he saw at all.

After El Clasico, the next two games were 
against Atletico and Ajax and Solaridecid-
ed to show everyone that his starting left-
back on a regular basis is now undoubtedly 
Reguilon. Everything does suggest that, 
against Girona, Marcelo will get another 
chance to show what he can do, unless 
there is a last minute change.

It is curious but there is nobody who 
can truly question the youth product’s 
displays and argue that he is not in the 
team on merit.

Solari now has 25 matches under his 
belt as coach of Real Madrid and Marcelo-
has played in 13 of them, although he has 
suffered two muscle injuries during that 
time. Those problems have been additional 
obstacles for the Brazilian to overcome but 
the time has come for him to rectify the 
situation and get back on track.

(Source: Marca)

Manchester United could be without An-
thony Martial and Jesse Lingard for three 
weeks, according to caretaker manager Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer.

Martial and Lingard both limped off 
during the 2-0 defeat to Paris Saint-Ger-
main in the Champions League on Tuesday 
and are set to miss the FA Cup fifth round 
tie with Chelsea at Stamford Bridge on 
Monday and the Premier League clash with 
Liverpool at Old Trafford six days later.

“I think they’ll be out for two to three 
weeks,” Solskjaer told a news conference 
on Friday. “Then you’re looking at young 
players and it’s Mason Greenwood’s time 
to step in but he’s injured unfortunately, 
out for a couple of weeks as well.

“Sometimes that’s how the luck goes 
but Mason will get his chance.”

Martial’s groin injury and Lingard’s 
hamstring problem will rule them out of 
games against Chelsea and Liverpool, as 
well as the trip to Crystal Palace on Feb. 
27 and a home game against Southampton 
on Mar. 2.

The pair will also be doubts for the return 
leg against PSG in Paris on Mar. 6 and the 
trip to Arsenal on Mar. 10 but Solskjaer, who 

has won 10 of his 12 games in charge, said 
their absence will present opportunities 
for Romelu Lukakuand Alexis Sanchez.

“It’s a chance for anyone who plays,” 
Solskjaer said. “Alexis, Romelu, Chongy 
[Tahith Chong] or Angel [Gomes].

“Anthony and Jesse have done really 
well for us, they’re vital but then again with 
Rom and Alexis, they’ve got different skill 
sets and will be able to show what they 
can do, so we need to gel a team together 
for Monday.”

Solskjaer oversaw defeat as United boss 
for the first time against PSG on Tuesday. 
He returned to Norway to spend time with 
his family after the game before heading 
back to Carrington to prepare for games 
against Chelsea and Liverpool.

With injury problems and two tough 
games, it will be a testing week for Solskjaer 
but the 45-year-old has a different view.

“It’s a great week,” Solskjaer said. “You 
don’t panic because you’ve lost a game. 
You don’t change everything, it doesn’t 
change the mindset at all.

“There are quite a few other teams with 
injuries so you have to adapt to that.”

(Source: Soccernet)
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Tributes were paid to footballer 
Emiliano Sala on Saturday at a spe-
cial memorial in his home region of 
Santa Fe, Argentina.

The body of the 28-year old, who died 
in a plane crash last month, was laid out 
in a gymnasium in the town where he 
grew up so friends and family could pay 
their last respects.

A single-engine plane carrying Sala 
from his French club Nantes to his new 
team Cardiff City crashed on Jan. 21 in the 
English Channel, before he could make 
his debut for the Premier League side.

Wreckage was found on Feb. 3 follow-
ing a privately funded underwater search 
and a body recovered three days later.

Sala’s body was flown back to Argentina 
and arrived in Buenos Aires on Friday 
morning before being driven the 538 km 
(334 miles) to Progreso, where he grew up.

The gymnasium of the Atletico y Social 
San Martin de Progreso club hosted boys’ 
teams where Sala played as a child.

Residents in the town of around 2,500 
people, many wearing the red and black 
shirt of the local side with the name EMI 
on the back, began arriving at about 7 
a.m. on Saturday to see the body and pay 
their last respects.

Outside, fans draped a banner saying, 
“Emi, nunca caminaras solo” or “Emi, 
You’ll Never Walk Alone.”

“It’s as if he was a member of my 
family,” Lucia Torres, who lives nearby, 
said. “It’s something I can’t understand 
nor accept because it hurts so much. The 
town has been in darkness since Jan. 21.”

Cardiff manager Neil Warnock and 
the club’s chief executive Ken Choo are 
among those who will attend the funeral 
this weekend.

“I would like to find a responsible 
person... someone who says to me, ‘This 
happened’, but, well, it seems this was 
just an accident,” Sala’s aunt, Mirta Taf-
farel, said.

(Source: ESPN)

Argentines pay tribute to Sala at 
special memorial

Pep Guardiola has apologized to Riyad 
Mahrez after leaving the forward out of 
his Manchester City side in recent weeks.

The Algerian winger has started just 
one Premier League match in the last 
two months.

Guardiola insists the club’s record 
signing has done nothing wrong but he 
has been unable to drop in-form players 
Bernardo Silva and Raheem Sterling.”I am 
the reason [he is not playing],” Guardiola 
told a news conference. “He is absolutely 
not guilty or he doesn’t feel any special 
reason why.

“I am sad because he is training incred-
ibly, he is an incredibly talented player 
but in that moment we have five strikers, 
for example the last games Leroy [Sane] 
hasn’t played.

“We have incredible players, like for 
example Bernardo and Raz in top, top 
form and that is the only reason why, 
there’s no particular reason, like being 
upset or something like that.

“He is a guy we are happy with, but 
unfortunately I am not kind with him, in 
the fact I cannot give him the minutes he 
deserves, so I’m sorry, that’s all I can say.”

Guardiola, meanwhile, has warned 
his players they have to give everything 
in their FA Cup fifth round clash with 
Newport or risk missing out on the squad 
for their Champions League clash with 
Schalke on Wednesday.

City were knocked out at the same stage 
last season by League One side Wigan Ath-
letic and the Catalan coach says they must 
play their normal game even though there 
are concerns about the Rodney Parade pitch.

“It would be a problem for them if they 
don’t risk and play like a professional to win 
the game,” Guardiola said. “If they think 
about the next one, maybe the next one they 
stay here, they don’t travel to Germany. 
They have to take a risk, they have to play 
like it was a game like the previous ones 
they played.

 (Source: Soccernet)

Guardiola: ‘Sad’ for Mahrez but other 
Manchester City players in form

TEHRAN — Nasrollah Sajjadi was on 
Thursday named Chef de Mission for the 

2020 Tokyo Olympic Summer Games.
It’s for the fifth time Sajjadi has been named as Iran’s 

Chef de Mission for the Olympic Games.
He was Chef de Mission of Iran in the 1988 Seoul, 1996 

Atlanta, 2004 Athens and 2008 Beijing.
Sajjadi also was Chef de Mission of Iranian delegations 

in the 1986 Asian Games (Seoul), 1990 Asian Games 
(Beijing), 1994 Asian Games (Hiroshima), 1998 Asian 
Games (Bangkok), 2006 Asian Games (Doha) and 2018 
Asian Games (Jakarta).

Sajjadi was acting Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports 
from 19 October until 1 November 2016.

 He assumed office after the resignation of Mahmoud 
Goudarzi and holds it until approval of the new minister. 
He was Secretary General of National Olympic Committee 
of Iran and President of the Football Federation Islamic 
Republic of Iran in 1980’s and 1990’s. 

Sajjadi was also a member of financial committee of 
Olympic Council of Asia and deputy Head of Physical 
Education Organization.

The Tokyo Olympics will be held between July 24 
and Aug. 9.

More than 11,000 athletes from 206 nations are 
expected to compete in this edition.

In the previous edition held in Rio de Janeiro, Iran came 
25th, winning three gold, one silver and four bronze medals. 

Nasrollah Sajjadi named Iran’s Chef de 
Mission for 2020 Tokyo
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The week-long Hero Gold Cup finally came to an end, 
with Myanmar beating Nepal in the final. 

The highest-ranked side of the tournament defeated 
their opponents by three goals to one in the Tokyo 
2020 Qualifiers practice tournament. Here’s a report 
about the proceedings. 

The eight-day long Hero Gold Cup came to a success-
ful end with Myanmar lifting the trophy. The compe-
tition served its purpose as a practice tournament for 
all four sides, who will soon embark on their respective 
journeys to qualify for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

Myanmar were unbeaten coming into the final, 
having beaten all three sides during the group stages. 
Nepal, meanwhile, had been the true surprise package 
of the tournament so far, defeating higher-ranked 
India and Iran.

Both teams started in a cautious fashion, as they 
looked for the right opportunity to striker the first 
blow. And Myanmar took the initiative in their hands 
finally, just before the halftime.

No sooner than they had gone into the lead, Nepal 
struck back. As a result, both sides headed into the 

half time break level on score.
The higher-ranked side came out stronger after 

the break and went into the lead in the fifty-fourth 
minute. They then added another through Yee Yee Oo 
just after the hour-mark, as she lobbed the Myanmar 
custodian from distance.

A two-goal lead was enough for Myanmar to see 
out the match, allowing no late slip-ups in the final 
moments.

As a result, the Asian Lionesses lifted the inaugural 
Hero Gold Cup in Bhubaneshwar, India.

Nepal came second with six points and India fin-
ished in third place with three points.

Iran sat fourth without any point. 
They will face Nepal and India again soon, having 

drawn the pair in their AFC Olympic Qualifiers group. 
Iran, meanwhile, will go up against Palestine, Chinese 
Taipei, and Palestine in their bid to reach the AFC 
Olympic playoffs.

(Source: Fox Sports Asia) 

Myanmar down Nepal to lift inaugural cup, Iran fourth
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Taekwondokas from 21 
countries to participate in 
Kish’s intl. cup
MNA — Taekwondo practitioners from 21 countries will 
take part in 3rd World Taekwondo President’s Cup Asian 
Region which is going to be held in Kish Island, Iran.

According to Iran Taekwondo Federation, athletes 
from the US, South Korea, Jordan, Armenia, Uzbekistan, 
Ukraine, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Tunisia, China, Russia, 
Azerbaijan, Syria, Sweden, Iraq, Oman, Kazakhstan, Geor-
gia, Lebanon, Poland, and India have expressed their 
readiness to participate in the event.

The 3rd WT President’s Cup will kick off on February 
28 and goes through March 3 at Kish Olympic Sports 
Complex in Kish Island.

Men and women taekwondokas will compete in senior 
and junior categories of Kyorugi, Para-Taekwondo.

This is a G2 event where first to third athletes will add 
20, 12, and 7.2 points to their Olympics ranking.

Iran down China at 3rd 
Asia Pacific Deaf Futsal 
Championships

TASNIM — Iran started the 3rd Asia Pacific Deaf Futsal 
Championships on a high note on Saturday.

The Iranian team humiliated China 12-1 in their com-
petition’s opener. 

Iran will meet Japan on Monday. 
The 3rd Asia Pacific Deaf Futsal Championships started 

on 15 February and will run until 24 February in Bang-
kok, Thailand.

Ayanda Patosi not eligible to 
play for Esteghlal in 
Iran league

PLDC — South African midfielder Ayanda Patosi is not 
eligible to play for Iranian football club Esteghlal in Iran 
Professional League.

Patosi joined Esteghlal in the January transfer win-
dow from Cape Town City with the aim of strengthening 
Esteghlal’s midfield line but he cannot play for the Blues 
in Iran league.

According to Iran football federation’s rules, he is not 
eligible to play in Iran league since he has not played for 
South Africa national football team over the past two 
years. Also, he just played nine matches for his domes-
tic club so he is not allowed to play for Esteghlal in the 
domestic league.

However, the 26-year-old winger can accompany Es-
teghlal in the 2019 AFC Champions League.

It could be disastrous for Esteghlal since the team has 
a difficult task to win the Iran league this season and the 
midfielder could help the team to stay on course.

Iranian duo officiate at 
UEFA Women’s Futsal 
EURO semis 

TASNIM — Gelareh Nazemi officiated the match between 
Spain and Russia at the UEFA Women’s Futsal EURO 
semifinals. 

In the match held in Gondomar, Portugal on Friday, 
Nazemi took charge of the match.

Spain advanced to the final after defeating Russia 5-0.
Also, Zari Fathi was the match’s second referee, while 

Fatma Ozlem Tursun from Turkey was the third referee.
Nazemi had been previously selected to referee the 

final of the Women’s Youth Olympic Futsal Tournament 
Buenos Aires 2018 between Portugal and Japan.

Vietnam’s Asian Cup star 
signs with Viettel F.C.

Vietnam star and AFF Suzuki Cup 2018 winner Nguyen 
Trong Hoang has completed his move to Viettel F.C. after 
signing a three-year deal.

The 29-year-old was impressive during the Golden 
Dragons’ campaign in the AFF Suzuki Cup, helping the 
nation win their second title in history.

He played last for FLC Thanh Hoa, playing a total of 36 
matches for them and scoring four goals in the process.

Following the AFC Asian Cup 2019, he trained with his 
youth club Song Lam Nghe An but ended up not signing a 
contract with the club and moved to Viettel F.C., instead.

He now joins the team after being promoted to V.League 
1. Viettel F.C. gained their promotion by winning V.League 
2 last season.

The versatile star, Hoang plays different attacking posi-
tions on the pitch from the midfield, winger or as a striker.

For the national team, he’s appeared 62 times and 
scored 12.

(Source: Fox Sports Asia)

TEHRAN — Iran 
will meet Japan and 

Australia at the FIBA Basketball World 
Cup 2019 Asian Qualifiers without 
Hamed Haddadi, Samad Nikkhah 
Bahrami and Arsalan Kazemi .

Team Melli will play Akatsuki Five 
and the Boomers on February 21 and 
24 in Tehran’s Azadi Hall, respectively. 

Iran are at solo second spot in Group 
F with seven wins against three losses. 

Australia, the group’s top team, have 
already booked their tickets to China, 
and Iran are aiming to follow suit.

To do so, Team Melli need to win at 
least one of their next games at home. 

Haddadi has been dropped from 
Team Melli rooster for two crucial 
matches after he faced a problem with 
Iran basketball officials and Nikkhah 
Bahrami withdrew from the games in 
support of his teammate.

The two veteran stalwarts were 
absent from the previous Asian 
Qualifiers window, where Team Melli 

split their two assignments, losing to 
Australia before bouncing back with 
a big win over the Philippines.

Both Haddadi and Bahrami last 
played for the national team in 2018 
September when Iran recorded an 
important home win over the Filipinos, 
81-73. 

Haddadi is currently carrying 
averages of 13.4 points, 9.6 rebounds 
and 1.2 blocks per game, while Bahrami 
is sporting a stat-line of 14.4 points, 
6.2assists and 4.8 boards per contest.

If Iran win at least one game, they’ll 
finish with eight wins and four losses, 
which will be good enough to get them 
through to the World Cup.

If Iran lose both of their sixth window 
games, however, it could potentially 
place them in a three-way tie with Japan 
and the Philippines if all of them finish 
at seven wins and five losses. In that 
unlikely scenario, there’s still a slight 
chance Iran will slip out of the World 
Cup race.

Team Melli without three stalwarts at 
FIBA World Cup Asian Qualifiers



TEHRAN – The leading 
Dutch director and 

actress Adelheid Roosen is in Tehran to 
hold a three-day workshop during the 37th 
Fajr International Theater Festival, the 
organizers have announced.

Roosen’s coworker Lauren Rissik also 
accompanies her during the community 
theater workshop, which started at the 
City Theater Complex on Saturday.

The workshop is an urban trip, in 
which theater practitioners move into 
a neighborhood and embed themselves 
in the lives of local residents in order to 
collect personal stories that they use to 
create theater.

According to Mahmudreza Rahimi, 
the director of the education section of 
the Fajr festival, 21 individuals, including 
several theater experts, theater students, 
journalists and critics are collaborating 
in this workshop project. 

Roosen’s goal in this project is to 
create meaningful encounters between 
participants and residents and use the 
results to create theater productions. 

For the past decade, Rossen’s work 
has primarily focused on socially engaged 
and participatory modes of theater, 
particularly in relation to the immigrants 
of the Netherlands. 

In her highly acclaimed productions, she 
has explored the intersection of theater and 
social justice, and she has been invited to 
lecture and perform at many of the world’s 
leading cultural centers and art festivals. 

The 37th edition of the festival will 
run at 38 theaters across Tehran until 
February 23.
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Tehran to 
host Iranian 
puppet makers’ 
meeting

TEHRAN – Puppet makers and designers 
from across Iran will come together in a meet-

ing in Tehran on Monday to discuss issues relating to the field.
The meeting will be organized at the Institute for Intel-

lectual Development of Children and Young Adults, which 
is the main organizer of the event, the institute announced 
on Saturday.

The potentials of the puppet making industry, obstacles 
to the production and distribution of puppets, and a plan to 
organize a puppet exhibition are the main topics scheduled 
to be discussed at the meeting.       
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Arte Genova displays works 
by Iranian artists

Brie Larson makes superhero debut 
in female-led “Captain Marvel”

Oscar organizers scrap plan to award four Oscars in commercial breaks

Mehr Theater Group to perform 
“Timeloss” in Tehran

Mexican actor apologizes for racial 
slur against “Roma” actress

TEHRAN – Iranian 
director Amir-Reza 

Kuhestani’s Mehr Theater Group will 
perform their acclaimed play “Timeloss” 
in Tehran next week.

The troupe will give its first perfor-
mance on February 27 at the Tehran 
Independent Theater, Iran Theater, a 
Persian website for theater news, has 
announced.

Starring Hassan Majuni and Mahin 
Sadri, “Timeloss” tells the story of two 
former lovers sitting in a room bickering 
over an argument they have had so many 
times and began so many years ago that 
they know it by heart.

The play has been performed over 
100 times in different countries includ-
ing France, Germany, Belgium, Italy and 
the United States. 

“Timeloss” was also staged in Tehran 
and Shiraz several years ago.

MEXICO CITY (Reuters) — A Mexican 
soap opera star apologized on Friday for 
using a racial slur to describe actress Yalitza 
Aparicio, whose performance in the critically 
acclaimed film “Roma” made her the first 
indigenous woman to be nominated for a 
best actress Oscar.

Video footage surfaced on Twitter on 
Friday in which actor Sergio Goyri, 60, can 
be heard criticizing the film community for 
nominating “a fxxx Indian who says, ‘Yes, 
ma’am, no, ma’am.’”

Aparicio, a 25-year-old from the southern 
Mexican state of Oaxaca, played a domestic 
worker in director Alfonso Cuaron’s “Roma”, 
which received 10 Oscar nominations, 
including a nod for best actress for Aparicio.

Later on Friday, Goyri posted a video 
on social media site Instagram apologizing 
for his remarks.

“The only thing I want to say is that it 
was never my intent to offend anyone. I 
apologize to Yalitza, who deserves (this 
Oscar nomination) and much more,” he 
said. “For me, it is an honor to see a Mexican 
be nominated for an Oscar.”

A spokeswoman for Aparicio did not 

immediately respond to a request for 
comment.

After her Oscar nomination, Aparicio 
said she was optimistic that her success 
would help break stereotypes around race 
and class.

“You are used to seeing people on the 
screen who don’t look like you,” she said 
in an interview last month.

TEHRAN – A col-
lection of works by 

Iranian artists is on display at the 
Arte Genova, a major modern and 
contemporary art fair underway in the 
Italian city of Genoa, the organizers 
have announced. 

The collection contains 20 works 
by Elham Shafiei, Jila Ebadi, Zinat 
Parsa, Zahra Davari, Nilufar Kefayati, 
Neinush Pashazadeh, Lobat Sadri, 
Jaleh Nozari, Hosna Ahmadakhundi 
and Hannaneh Niksirat, which have 
been selected by the Tazhib Cultural 
Art Institute in Tehran.

Artworks in various media, in-
cluding graphic design, painting 
and sculpture are on view at Arte 
Genova, which will be running until 
February 18.

SINGAPORE (Reuters) — Oscar 
winner Brie Larson gets embroiled in 
galactic conflict in Marvel Studios’ first 
female-led superhero movie “Captain 
Marvel”, a role she said pushed her beyond 
her comfort zone during training.

The actress, who won the best actress 
Academy Award for “Room”, plays former 
U.S. fighter pilot Carol Danvers in the 
highly anticipated film, set in the 1990s 
and which follows her path to becoming 
a superhero.

With the movie featuring plenty of 
fights, Larson’s training included doing 
judo and pushing a Jeep, a video of which 
she shared on Instagram.

“There’s something about pushing 
yourself beyond a threshold that’s 
comfortable, and then going even further 
than that,” Larson told reporters in 
Singapore on Thursday.

“It was these moments ... of going 
beyond what you thought was possible... 
and it means sometimes that you end 
up on the floor crying, like begging for 
it to stop but all of that is who Carol is.”

Larson was joined by co-stars Samuel 

L. Jackson and Gemma Chan in Singapore 
to promote the film, which begins its 
worldwide cinema rollout in March.

In “Captain Marvel”, Jackson, 70, 
plays a younger version of super-spy 
Nick Fury, who wears an eyepatch and 
has a scar in the “Avengers” films.

“I have a lot less instinct than older 
Nick Fury has so I learned a lot from 
(Larson) during the course of the film,” 
he said.

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — The organizers of the 
Oscars ceremony on Friday scrapped a plan to award 
four Academy Awards during commercial breaks in 
the Feb. 24 telecast, following an uproar by Hollywood 
filmmakers, actors and others.

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
said in a statement that it had “heard the feedback” 
from members and that all 24 Academy Awards “will 
be presented without edits, in our traditional format.”

Earlier this week, the academy announced that the 
Oscars for best cinematography, film editing, short films 
and makeup/hairstyling would be presented during the 
commercials in the telecast. The organization said edited 
versions of the winner acceptance speeches would be 
aired later in the live broadcast.

The plan was part of an effort to make the Oscar 
telecast shorter and boost television viewership after 
the audience for the 2018 ceremony on ABC fell to an 

all-time low.
But an open letter, signed by directors Martin Scorsese 

and Spike Lee, actors Robert de Niro, Meryl Streep and 
George Clooney, and more than 300 other Hollywood 
heavyweights accused the academy of “relegating 
these essential crafts to lesser status” and insulting the 
professionals who work in the four areas.

The reversal followed a meeting on Thursday between 
the cinematographers union and top academy officials.

Hollywood trade publication Variety cited an unidentified 
source as saying that the decision meant that the Feb. 24 
telecast will now run over three hours as a result.

The changes, aimed at cutting about 30 minutes from 
the ceremony, were first proposed last summer.

Friday’s decision follows a series of retreats by the 
academy, including a plan last year to introduce a new 
“popular” film category that was also scrapped after an 
outcry in Hollywood.

A poster for Amir-Reza Kuhestani’s 
“Timeloss”. 

Mexican actor Yalitza Aparicio, who is 
nominated for an Oscar for Best Actress 
for “Roma” poses for a portrait in West 
Hollywood, California, U.S., February 15, 
2019. (Reuters/Mario Anzuoni)

Zahra Davari’s painting “Traditional 
Art of My Homeland” is on display at 
Genova. 

A man is silhouetted against the Captain 
Marvel logo at a fan event in Singapore, 
February 14, 2019. (Reuters/Feline Lim)

Dutch director Adelheid Roosen holds 
workshop at Fajr theater festival 

GUIDE TO 
SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

He who considers small difficulties great and 
groans with impatience, will be involved with 
great difficulties by God. 

Imam Ali (AS) 

Adelheid Roosen in collaboration with the Zina Performing Arts Theatre Company do an “urban trip” in a neighborhood in the Dutch 
capital Amsterdam, 2012.

An Oscar statue is seen during a media preview of this year’s 
Academy’s Governors Ball in Los Angeles, California, U.S., 
February 15, 2019. (Reuters/Mario Anzuoni)

“Tattoo” wins Crystal Bear for 
best short at Berlin festival

TEHRAN – “Tattoo” from Iran won the Crystal 
Bear for best short in the Generation 14plus 

at the 69th Berlin International Film Festival, the organizers 
announced on Friday.

The film was contending for the award with 31 other films, 
including “Leaking Life” by Shunsaku Hayashi from Japan, 
“Liberty” by Faren Humes from the U.S., “Crocodile” by Jorge 
Yudice from Spain and “Kids” by Micheal Frei from Switzerland.

Directed by Farhad Delaram, “Tattoo” is about a young girl 
who wants to renew her driving license but she is sent to the 
traffic police center for her tattoos. 

The Crystal Bear for the best film went to “Stupid Young Heart”, 
a co-production from Finland, the Netherlands and Sweden by 
Selma Vilhunen.

The awards were presented by the members of the Youth Jury 
Generation 14plus, including Theodor Bittner Rosser, Christian 
Däbritz, Johanna Deventer, Pauline Rebmann and Avesta Schiefer

“House of Hummingbird” by Kim Bo-ra from South Korea 
received the Grand Prix of the Generation 14plus international 
jury for best film.

The Special Prize of the Generation 14plus international jury 
for best short film was presented to “Liberty” by Faren Humes 
from the USA.

Dutch director Nanouk Leopold, Canadian filmmaker Pascal 
Plante, and Icelandic filmmaker and screenwriter Maria Solrun 
were the members of the Generation 14plus international jury.

Behdokht Valian acts in a scene from “Tattoo” by Farhad Delaram. 

Actress Charlotte Rampling 
gets lifetime achievement 
award at Berlin fest
BERLIN (Reuters) — British actress Charlotte Rampling 
said on Thursday she was moved to be awarded the Berlin Film 
Festival’s Golden Bear for lifetime achievement.

The 73-year-old, who started her career as a model, is famed 
for starring in arthouse films.

She is best known for playing a concentration camp survivor 
in Liliana Cavani’s “The Night Porter” (1974).

Rampling has starred in a wide range of other films, including 
“Georgy Girl” (1966) with Lynn Redgrave, Woody Allen’s “Star-
dust Memories” (1980) and several movies by French director 
Francois Ozon in the 2000s.

In 2015, she won the Berlinale festival’s Silver Bear for Best 
Actress in her role as a wife in Andrew Haigh’s romantic drama 
“45 Years” about a couple whose marriage ends up in crisis as 
they prepare to celebrate their 45th wedding anniversary.
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