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Asian shipments of Iranian oil to
surge in upcoming months
TEHRAN — Imports by the four major
Asian buyers of Iranian oil are expected to
pick up in the upcoming months through
May, Reuters reported citing trade sources.
According to Refinitiv data, February
imports into Asia are expected to nearly
double to 1.38 million bpd.
Asia’s top four buyers of Iranian
crude - China, India, Japan and South
Korea - imported a total 710,699 barrels
per day of crude from Iran in January,

49 percent lower than the same month
in 2018, the data collated by Thomson
Reuters showed.
After an expected hiatus in Iran’s oil
exports to some of the country’s main
customers following the reimposition of
the U.S. sanctions, once again the country’s
old buyers came back to take advantage
of the 180-day window which has been
presented by the waivers granted in November. 4

Apple’s enterprise program block is
not limited to Iran: official
TEHRAN — Apple Inc. has blocked enterprise programs due to its rule for app
distribution policy, which is worldwide
and is not limited to Iran, head of the
Information Technology Organization of
Iran, Amir Nazemi, told Mehr on Thursday.
Iranian users of iOS systems do not have
access to some of their applications which
they have installed from other sources
than App Store since Wednesday, which
includes Iranian online banks services,

Tehran Times/ Mehdi Bakhshi

Zarif: The West is not everything
TEHRAN — Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said on Thursday that the West
fanatics are wrong to think everything
lies with the West and that one cannot
survive without the West.
Zarif made the remarks in a speech
at Tehran University of Medical Sciences.
“And some are anti-West… Both of

R E P O R T

Deal of the century:
U.S. in pursuit of
Arab carte blanche
ared Kushner, U.S. President Donald
Trump’s son-in-law, and senior adviser, and Jason Greenblatt, Trump’s
Middle East envoy, have once again embarked on a journey to the Middle East
and Arab countries in order push the
Israeli-Palestinian peace plan on what
is called the “deal of the century”.
On Tuesday, U.S. Embassy in the United
Arab Emirates said in a statement that
Kushner and Greenblatt met with Emirate’s crown prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed on their first day of
trip in the Middle East.
According to report, the U.S. officials
are scheduled to go to Bahrain and then
meet with Oman, Qatar and another Arab
state’s officials.
In an interview broadcast on Monday on Sky News Arabia in Abu Dhabi,
Kushner said: “We’ve been able to keep
a lot of the details private, which I think
is very constructive. In past negotiations
which we’ve studied, a lot of times details
would get out prematurely and that would
cause politicians to have to run away from
the plan.”
Kushner added: “we have focused on
four principles to create the plan. The first
principle is to have freedom. We want
people to be able to have the freedom of
opportunity, the freedom of religion, the
freedom to worship, regardless of your
faith. Respect is the second principle, as
people should have dignity and respect.
Another issue is the security. The economic benefits not only for Palestinians and
Israelis, but for the entire region including Jordan, Egypt and the Lebanon. The
political plan is really about establishing
borders and resolving final status issues.”
Assuming Kushner’s words lay the
foundation of the deal of the century,
we ultimately feel Washington is a caring
friend of Palestinians that tries to liberate
them and boost their dignity and security.
The U.S. bothers to send her ambassadors there to win the satisfaction of the
authorities of these countries. But so far,
many Arab countries, including Jordan,
as well as self-governing Palestinian organizations, which hold good relations
with the Zionist regime and the U.S., have
expressed serious opposition to the U.S.
peace plan. 7

these groups regard the West as a pivotal
point, but today’s world is not like that,”
he said, Mehr reported.
The foreign minister added this
does not mean that the West is not
important anymore but it means
the West is not everything and not
everything is supposed to originate
from the West.
2

Combat drone mass production started

TEHRAN — On Thursday, the Iranian Air
Force (IAF) officially unveiled the production
line of Kaman-12, a domestically-manufactured
unmanned combat aerial vehicle.
The unveiling ceremony was attended by
Vice-President for Science and Technology Sorena Sattari and Air Force Commander Brigadier
General Aziz Nasirzadeh in Tehran.
The aircraft can fly at the top speed of 200
kilometers per hour for 10 straight hours.
It can use an airstrip as short as 400 meters

and covers a 1,000-kilometer combat radius.
The UAV weighs 450 kilograms and can carry
a payload as heavy as 100 kilograms.
The combat drone was first unveiled on
January 30 during the Eqtedar 40 Exhibition
at the Imam Khomeini Grand Prayer Grounds
in Tehran, ahead of the 40th anniversary of the
1979 Islamic Revolution.
IRGC Aerospace Commander Amir-Ali Hajizadeh had previously described Iran as one of
the world’s top four or five countries in the field

of unmanned aerial vehicles and the top drone
power in the region.
Iran’s UAV program has expanded in recent
years with more than a dozen models operating
for a variety of functions ranging from surveillance to intelligence gathering, carrying bombs
and Kamikaze operations.
They have been playing a significant
role in the fight against Takfiri terrorists
as well as monitoring U.S. warships in the
Persian Gulf.
2

Hezbollah: UK terrorist designation ‘insult’ to Lebanon

Lebanon’s Hezbollah has issued a statement
“strongly rejecting” a British decision to consider
the resistance movement a terrorist organization.
“Hezbollah strongly rejects the condemned
British decision to include Hezbollah on what is
called the ‘terrorist organizations list,’ and stresses
that Hezbollah is a resistance movement against
Israeli occupation,” read the Friday statement.
The statement stressed that nothing would
stop Hezbollah from defending the country’s independence and freedom from “Israeli greed” in
Lebanon’s “land, resources and territorial waters.”
The party added that the move showed “servile

obedience” to the United States, Lebanon’s Daily
Star newspaper reported.
“The British government, in this decision,
insulted the sentiments and the free will of the
Lebanese people, who consider Hezbollah such
a political and popular force that they granted it
big representation in Parliament and Cabinet,”
read the statement. UK Home Secretary Sajid
Javid said on Monday that the government will
designate the entire Hezbollah organization as a
terrorist entity as of Friday subject to the approval
of the parliament.
The UK had previously blacklisted Hezbollah’s

military apparatus as a “terrorist group”.
Javid, an extreme right-wing politician of the
Pakistani origin, said the UK government was no
longer able to maintain a distinction between Hezbollah’s political and military activities and thus
will include the group’s political unit in its blacklist.
The UK’s Labour Party has voiced its official
objection to the move.
Already approved by Parliament, the House
of Lords is widely expected to back the decision
which would see support for Hezbollah punishable
by up to 10 years in jail.
(Source: Press TV)

Russia, China veto U.S. push for UN action on Venezuela
The United States and Russia both failed on
Thursday in rival bids to get the United NationsSecurity Council to take action on Venezuela,
cementing a global split over how to deal with
a political and humanitarian crisis in the South
American country.
Russia and the U.S. have been at loggerheads
over a U.S.-led campaign for international recognition of Juan Guaido, the Venezuelan oppo-

sition leader and head of the country’s elected
National Assembly, over President Nicholas
Maduro. Guaido last month declared himself
the interim head of state.
Russia and China vetoed a U.S.-drafted UNSC
resolution, calling for a free and fair presidential
election in Venezuela and unhindered aid access.
The U.S. text garnered a minimum nine votes
- forcing the double veto, while South Africaalso

voted no. Three countries abstained.
“By voting against this resolution some members of this council continue to shield Maduro
and his cronies and prolong the suffering of
the Venezuelan people. This man-made crisis
has extended well beyond Venezuela’s borders
and threatens to destabilise the region,” U.S.
special envoy for Venezuela Elliott Abrams
told the council.
13

Armenian PM
tours Isfahan

IRNA/ Zahra Baghban

Fatemeh Salehi
Mehr News Agency
journalist

J

online payments as well as ride-hailing
and food delivery services.
The Apple users have access to apps
through App Store, which is not applicable
for Iranian developer during past years
due to U.S. sanctions, he explained.
Another method, which is used frequently in Iran, was enterprise program,
the app developers provide the iOS version on their website for Apple users,
he said.
10

TEHRAN — Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan on Thursday visited the
central Iranian city of Isfahan.
During the day, he toured the city and
visited its historical sites.
He also addressed a conference at Isfahan’s
Ararat Stadium, saying that no country can
harm friendly relations between the Iranian
and the Armenian people.
“I am honored that there is a very good
understanding between us and the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The two countries are good
friends in various areas,” he said.
He added, “It is an honor for me that
the Armenians have close relations with the
Iranians and I thank the Muslim Iranians
for hosting the Armenians.” 2

R E P O R T
Maryam Khormaei
Mehr News Agency
journalist

Cohen retaliating
against Trump:
Disclosure or lies

D

onald Trump’s former lawyer
Michael Cohen has painted a dull
picture of Trump’s character, but
the effect of his testimony on Trump’s fate
remains unclear.
The other day, the testimony of Michael
Cohen was held before the U.S. House
Oversight and Reform Committee against
the U.S. President Donald Trump and his
2016 presidential campaign.
Cohen who pleaded guilty to eight
counts of crime will have to surrender
to prison on May 6 to begin a three-year
sentence. During a week-long audition
marathon, Cohen called President Trump
a “liar”, “cheat” and “racist” and regretted
to have chosen to take part in concealing
Trump’s illicit acts rather than listening
to his own conscience.
Cohen’s confession is interesting as he
was Trump’s personal lawyer from 2006
until May 2018 and knows a great deal
about his secrets. In 2006, he joined The
Trump Organization and then became a
vice-president the organization.
Of course, Cohen’s disclosure wasn’t
limited to Trump’s character but he pointed
to Russia’s meddling in Trump’s presidential election, the Democrats favorite
subject.
Cohen said, “Trump knew of and directed the Trump Moscow negotiations
throughout the campaign and lied about it.
He lied about it because he never expected
to win the election. He also lied about it
because he stood to make hundreds of
millions of dollars on the Moscow real
estate project.”
Cohen claimed Trump was aware
of WikiLeaks decision on disclosing a
massive dump of emails that damaged
Hillary Clinton’s campaign before beforehand.
One of the issues that generated a lot of
buzz in the Russia’s alleged involvement in
the 2016 U.S. presidential election was the
Moscow Tower project in Russia. Although
the project failed, the negotiations over it
between Cohen and Russian authorities
in 2016 went on for months during the
Trump’s campaign.
In his testimony, Cohen stressed
he had no prior knowledge of possible cooperation between Trump and
Moscow.
7
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P O L I T I C S
MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
Rouhani to visit
Iraq on March 10
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — President Hassan Rouhani
d
e
s
k will pay an official visit to Iraq, starting on
March 10, to strengthen trade relations while Iran has come
under tough U.S. sanction, Tasnim reported on Thursday.
This is Rouhani’s first official visit to Iraq, which has been
organized by Foreign Minister Javad Zarif, his deputy Abbas
Araqchi and central bank Governor Abdolnaser Hemmati.
Rouhani will be accompanied by a high-level delegation
during the visit.
Former Iraqi President Fuad Masum and the current
Iraqi President Barham Salih visited Tehran in 2015 and
2018, respectively. Also in January, Zarif paid a visit to Iraq.

Defense plans to
be reviewed based
on the Leader’s
statement: Hatami
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Defense Minister Amir Hatd
e
s
k ami has said Iran’s defense programs will
be reviewed according to the recent statement by Leader
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on the
second phase of the revolution.
“Praise be to Allah, the defense sector has been the frontrunner of implementing the Leader’s statement… and we are
hopeful about the second phase of the revolution,” Brigadier
General Hatami said, Mehr reported on Friday.
“In the Defense Ministry, we move within the ethical
and spiritual framework that the Leader of the revolution
mentioned in his statement and we expand the scientific
and research sectors,” he added.

Expediency Council
still considering
Palermo bill:
member
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — The Expediency Council will
d
e
s
k consider the CFT bill after determining
the fate of the bill on UN Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime, also known as Palermo Convention, a
council member said on Friday.
Gholamreza Mesbahi-Moghadam said the council is to
investigate the Palermo bill thoroughly on Saturday, IRNA
reported.
On the number of votes needed to pass the bill, Mesbahi-Moghadam said, “Given the guidelines of Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, with less than two-thirds of the votes, it
cannot be said that the national interests have been secured.”

Assad trip
communicates
Iran’s plan to stay
in Syria: cleric
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Tehran Friday prayer leadd
e
s
k er Ayatollah Mohammad-Ali Movahedi
Kermani says Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s recent visit
to Iran sent a clear message to the Israeli regime and the
U.S. that the Islamic republic would stay in Syria.
Addressing worshippers in Tehran on Friday, Movahedi
Kermani said some Arab countries in the region had offered
Assad $200 billion and promised to guarantee his presidency
in return for severance of ties with Iran, Tasnim reported.
However, the Syrian president did not succumb to the
threats and temptations, so this was welcomed by Leader
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei,
he added.

It’s time to chase
enemies, general
says
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — In the first phase of the Isd
e
s
k lamic Revolution “we stopped the enemies
and forced them to retreat, but now it is time to chase after
them,” Brigadier General Hossein Salami, the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps second-in-command, said on Friday.
“We are sure that in the second phase we will defeat our
enemies like before and then some,” Salami said, pointing
to a recent statement by Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on the second phase of the Islamic
Revolution after it turned 40.
He also said despite economic sanctions, joy and vitality
persist in Iran, Mehr reported.

Washington Post:
Iran deal a model
of ‘clarity’ and
‘specificity’
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — The one actual document
d
e
s
k signed by Kim and Trump — a short declaration following the Singapore summit — makes the Iran
deal “look like a model of clarity and specificity,” an article
by the Washington Post on Friday quoted Joshua Stanton,
a veteran commentator on North Korea, as saying.
The article also quoted Robert Litwak of the Woodrow
Wilson Center as saying that the irony of the moment “is
that the best possible outcome for North Korea would look
something like the Iran deal.”
In May 2018, President Donald Trump withdrew the U.S.
from the Iran nuclear deal and renewed sanctions against
Tehran.
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Zarif: ‘We are all sitting on
the same boat’

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Iranian
d
e
s
k Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif has said that all
Iranians are sitting in the same boat
regardless of political, religious and
ethnic affiliations.
“All of us Iranians, regardless of political, religious and ethnic affiliations,
are sitting on the same boat and it is
very nice for us to turn our common
concerns into hope and opportunity ahead of Noruz [the Iranian New
Year] so that our boat to sail through
the post-Western world,” he posted on
his Instagram on Thursday.
He noted that diplomacy can bring
achievements at the international arena through “national power”, “internal
integrity” and “people’s supports”.
He also said that remarks made by
General Qassem Soleimani, commander
of the IRGC Quds Force, and President
Hassan Rouhani doubled the Foreign
Ministry’s determination in guarding
national interests.
Zarif announced his resignation in a
post on his Instagram late on Monday.
Zarif said he was leaving his job so
that the Foreign Ministry could find its
“legal place” in foreign policy.

In a letter to President Rouhani on
Tuesday, 135 MPs asked President
Rouhani to seriously reject Zarif’s
resignation.

Rouhani rejected the resignation,
saying it is contrary to the country’s
interests.
“Since according to the words of the

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution I consider you trustworthy,
brave, courageous and faithful and in
the forefront of resistance against widespread pressure by the United States, I
believe your resignation is against the
country’s interests and don’t agree with
it,” Rouhani wrote in a letter released
on Wednesday.
General Qassem Soleimani said on
Wednesday that Iran’s top officials support Zarif as foreign minister and he is
in charge of the country’s foreign policy.
General Soleimani said lack of coordination in the presidential office led
to Zarif’s absence in meeting between
President Hassan Rouhani and visiting
Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad on
Monday.
However, Soleimani said this lack
of coordination was not intentional.
Pointing to happiness shown by
anti-revolutionary groups and enemies after announcement of Zarif’s
resignation, Soleimani said their rush
to celebrate the move, which was the
result of a mistake by the Rouhani
administration, will not impact Iran’s
determination to take steps in line
with national interests.

INSTEX will not have much benefits for Iran: ex-diplomat

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Hamid Reza Asefi, a ford
e
s
k mer Iranian diplomat, has said that
INSTEX, a European financial channel for trade with
Iran, will not have much benefits for the country.
Europeans are killing time, because they have not
shown commitment to their obligations under the 2015
nuclear deal, officially known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, the Mehr news agency quoted
him as saying on Friday.
He added that Europe is moving within the framework of the U.S. policies.
Asefi, who served as Iran’s ambassador to France and
Foreign Ministry spokesman, noted that Iran should
rely on domestic capabilities to develop its economy
and make advances.
After months of delay on January 31, France, Germany and Britain finally announced the creation of

INSTEX, a special purpose vehicle aimed at facilitating legitimate trade between European economic

operators and Iran.
The European Union foreign policy chief Federica
Mogherini, French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas and British
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt has said INSTEX will
support legitimate European trade with Iran.
In May 2018, U.S. President Donald Trump unilaterally pulled Washington out of the JCPOA and
ordered reimposition of sanctions against Iran. The
first round of sanctions went into force on August 6
and the second round, which targets Iran’s oil exports
and banks, were snapped back on November 4.
Speaking at the Munich Security Conference on
Feb. 16, U.S. Vice President Mike Pence urged European powers Germany, France, and Britain to follow
Washington in withdrawing from the deal and to “stop
undermining U.S. sanctions.”

Armenian PM tours Isfahan
No country can harm Iran-Armenia friendly ties, Pashinyan says
1
Isfahan Province hosts about 7,000
Christian Armenians that most of them live
in the city of Isfahan.
The prime minister also described as
“unique” St. Mary Church and Vank Cathedral which were constructed with the
arrival of Armenians in Isfahan.
Also in his speech, the prime minister
uttered the sentence “Long Live Iran-Armenia Friendship” several times which was
faced with ovation by those present.
Prime Minister Pashinyan also said he is
“very happy that Armenians practice their

ceremonies freely.”
In his Thursday’s visit to Isfahan, Pashinyan met with the provincial governor
and church leaders.
Late on Wednesday, Pashinyan also addressed a large gathering of the Armenian
community in Ararat Stadium in Tehran.
Pashinyan arrived in Tehran on Wednesday and met with Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and
President Hassan Rouhani.
Two memorandums of understanding
(MOUs) were also signed between the two

countries at the presence of President Rouhani and Prime Minister Pashinyan.

Ayatollah Khamenei called Iran and
Armenia good neighbors who have been
enjoying good relationship during the
history.
Ayatollah Khamenei also pointed to
the good relationship between Iranians
and their Armenian countrymen, saying
the Armenian community in Iran made
sacrifices during Iraq’s war against Iran
in the 1980s.
The Leader said promoting friendship
and close cooperation is a duty which will
meet the interests of Iran and Armenia.

Combat drone mass production started
1
Iran currently possesses the biggest collection
of captured or downed American and Israeli drones,
including the American MQ1, MQ9, Shadow, ScanEagle, and RQ-170 as well as the Israeli regime’s
Hermes, the IRGC aerospace unit chief said recently.
Separately on Friday, the Khatam al-Anbiya Air
Defense Base unveiled a new radar system called
Nasser-40 and a navigation system called Moein-40.
Designed and manufactured in cooperation with
department of the vice-Presidency for Science and Technology, Nasser-40 radar is a passive radar system which
can detect various targets, including micro air vehicles
(MAVs) and cruise missiles in urban environments.
Nasser-40 is a stealth radar, and thus cannot be spotted by the enemy’s aerial vehicles,
according to the Fars news agency.

The Moein-40 navigation system has also been
built according to the standards of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and is highly
capable of accurately finding the targets and their
altitude, and exchange data with other Iranian radars.
With a range of over 400 kilometers, the navigation system can be used both for commercial and
military purposes.
Only eight developed countries in the world have
the technical know-how to manufacture such a navigation system.
Also over the last few days, Iran operationalized
the production line for Akhgar missile, another
achievement of the defense industries which can
be mounted on Iranian drones. It can hit targets
from a distance of 30 kilometers.

Zarif: The West is not
everything
1
The Islamic Revolution is distinguished by its independence, Zarif said
elsewhere in his remarks, adding, “But does
this mean locking horns with the world?
Does ‘neither East nor West’ mean we must
fight with everyone?”
“Our security, development and progress
are endogenous and this does not mean
that we don’t have any relations with the
world,” he explained.
In a tweet on Friday, Zarif highlighted
the massive efforts behind the 2015 nuclear
deal known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) and said U.S.
President Donald Trump would “never
get a better deal”.
“President Trump should’ve now
realized that pageantries, photo-ops &
flip-flops don’t make for serious diplo-

macy,” Zarif said.
“It took 10yrs of posturing plus two
years-literally thousands of hours-of negotiations to hammer out every word of
the 150 page JCPOA. You’ll never get a
better deal,” he wrote.
In another speech in Tehran on Thursday, Zarif pointed to the recent conflict
between India and Pakistan, saying, “Establishing security at the cost of disrupting
the security of others, and also making
progress at the cost of holding others back
is impossible.”
He further highlighted the need to
promote unity and empathy in Iran and
the entire world.
“We should accept that in the world,
region and Iran, all of us are in the same
boat,” he asserted.

‘JCPOA2’ would undermine Iran,
general says
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Mad
e
s
k jor General Qassem
Soleimani, commander of Iran’s Qods
Force, said on Thursday that “enemies”
of the Islamic Republic want to renegotiate
the JCPOA in order to undermine Iran and
uproot Islamic movements. He called the
attempt “JCPOA2”.
The JCPOA (the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action) is the official name for the
nuclear deal that Iran struck with the five
permanent members of the UN Security
Council and Germany in July 2015. It was
clinched during the presidency of President Barack Obama. However, Donald
Trump pulled the U.S. out of it, claiming
it favored Iran.
Addressing a congress in the city of
Kerman, Soleimani said, “From the very

beginning the enemy saw the JCPOA as
a three-pronged objective, not just one,
and the other two were more important
than the first”.
“Obama wanted to reach the other two goals
slowly, but Trump wants to traverse this road
quickly and this road will lead to JCPOA3”.
The commander did not give any further
explanation about JCPOA 2 and 3.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Soleimani
said during 40 years, the Islamic Republic
“gained nothing but victory” despite damages that it has suffered on the surface.
He also stressed that in all decision
makings, “the interests of Iran” should
be pursued.
In another part of his speech, Soleimani
called Europe and Saudi Arabia the “political
dwarves” of U.S. President Donald Trump.
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South Korea to work with U.S. and
North Korea after failed nuclear talks
outh Korea will work with the United States
and North Korea to ensure they reach agreement on denuclearization, the South’s president said on Friday, a day after talks between
the U.S. and North Korean leaders collapsed
over sanctions.
A second summit between U.S. President
Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un, in Vietnam, was cut short after they
failed to reach a deal on the extent of sanctions
relief North Korea would get in exchange for
steps to give up its nuclear program.
South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in
has been an active supporter of efforts to
end confrontation on the Korean peninsula,
meeting Kim three times last year and trying
to facilitate his nuclear negotiations with the
United States.
“My administration will closely communicate and cooperate with the United States
and North Korea so as to help their talks
reach a complete settlement by any means,”
Moon said in a speech in the South Korean
capital, Seoul.
Moon also said South Korea would consult
the United States on ways to resume joint
projects with the North including tourism
development at Mount Kumgang and the
Kaesong industrial complex, both in North
Korea.
The Hanoi summit came eight months
after Trump and Kim met for the first time
in Singapore and agreed to establish new
relations and peace in exchange for a
North Korean commitment to work toward
complete denuclearization of the Korean
peninsula.
Trump said two days of talks had made
good progress but it was important not to
rush into a bad deal. He said he had walked
away because of unacceptable North Korean
demands.
“It was all about the sanctions,” Trump
told a news conference after the talks were
cut short. “Basically, they wanted the sanctions lifted in their entirety, and we couldn’t
do that.”

‘Biggest step’
However, North Korean Foreign Minister
Ri Yong Ho told a midnight news conference
after Trump left Hanoi that North Korea had
sought only a partial lifting of sanctions “related to people’s livelihoods and unrelated
to military sanctions”.
He said North Korea had offered a realistic proposal involving the dismantling
of all of its main nuclear site at Yongbyon,
including plutonium and uranium facilities,
by engineers from both countries.
“This is the biggest denuclearization step
we can take based on the current level of
trust between the two countries,” Ri said.
North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Choe
Son Hui told the same briefing she had the
impression that Kim “might lose his willingness to pursue a deal” after the U.S. side
rejected a partial lifting of sanctions in return
for destruction of Yongbyon, “something we
had never offered before”.
But despite raising that doubt, both sides
indicated they wanted to maintain the mo-

mentum and press on.
“We are anxious to get back to the table so
we can continue that conversation that will
ultimately lead to peace and stability, better
life for the North Korean people, and a lower
threat, a de-nuclearized North Korea,” U.S.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo told a news
conference in Manila.
North Korean media adopted a conciliatory tone. The state KCNA news agency
said Kim and Trump had a constructive and
sincere exchange and decided to continue
productive talks, without mentioning that
the talks ended abruptly with no agreement.
Kim, who is due to leave Vietnam on Saturday, also expressed gratitude to Trump
for traveling so far and actively putting in
efforts to get results, KCNA said.
‘Opportunity to talk’
A U.S. State Department official said the
North Korean media coverage had been constructive, indicating “ample opportunity to
talk”.
The United Nations and the United States

ratcheted up sanctions on North Korea when
the reclusive state conducted repeated nuclear
and ballistic missile tests in 2017, cutting off
its main sources of hard cash
The United States has demanded North
Korea’s complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearization before sanctions can
be lifted. North Korea has denounced that
position as “gangster like”.
The U.S. official said North Korea had
proposed closing part of its Yongbyon nuclear complex in exchange for the lifting of all
U.N. sanctions except those directly targeting
their weapons of mass destruction programs.
The U.S. side said “that wouldn’t work”, he
said. “The dilemma that we were confronted
with is the North Koreans at this point are
unwilling to impose a complete freeze on their
weapons of mass destruction programs,” said
the official, who declined to be identified.
“So to give many, many billions of dollars
in sanctions relief would in effect put us in a
position of subsidizing the ongoing development of weapons of mass destruction,”
said the official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity.
Analysts estimate North Korea may have a
nuclear arsenal of 20 to 60 weapons which, if
fitted to its intercontinental ballistic missiles,
could threaten the U.S. mainland.
The collapse of the summit leaves Kim
in possession of that arsenal though Trump
said the North Korean leader had agreed to
maintain his moratorium on nuclear and
ballistic missile tests.
Trump spoke to the leaders of South Korea
and Japan on his way back from Hanoi and
told them the United States would work with
them and talk to North Korea, the White
House said.
Failure to reach an agreement marks a
setback for Trump, a self-styled dealmaker
under pressure at home over his ties to Russia and testimony from Michael Cohen, his
former lawyer who accused him of breaking
the law while in office.
(Source: AP)

UN: Possible Israel crimes against humanity in Gaza
Evidence suggests Israel committed crimes against humanity
in responding to 2018 protests in Gaza, as snipers targeted
people clearly identifiable as children, health workers and
journalists, according to a United Nations report.
Santiago Canton, the chair of the UN Independent Commission of Inquiry on the protests in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, said in a statement on Thursday that “Israeli soldiers
committed violations of international human rights and
humanitarian law. Some of those violations may constitute
war crimes or crimes against humanity.”
The inquiry, set up by the UN Human Rights Council,
investigated possible violations from the start of the protests
on March 30, 2018, through to December 31.
“More than 6,000 unarmed demonstrators were shot by
military snipers, week after week at the protest sites,” it said.
“The Commission found reasonable grounds to believe that
Israeli snipers shot at journalists, health workers, children
and persons with disabilities, knowing they were clearly
recognizable as such.”
The investigators specified that there were reasonable
grounds to believe that Israeli troops killed and injured
Palestinians “who were neither directly participating in
hostilities, nor posing an imminent threat”.
The UN team also dismissed claims by Israel that the protests were aimed to conceal acts of terrorism.
“The demonstrations were civilian in nature, with clearly
stated political aims,” the statement said.
“Despite some acts of significant violence, the Commission
found that the demonstrations did not constitute combat

or military campaigns.”
The commission said it conducted 325 interviews with
victims, witnesses and other sources, while reviewing more
than 8,000 documents.
Investigators looked at drone footage and other audiovisual material, the commission said.
No cooperation
It said it heard from 15 contributors from the Israeli
side, including non-governmental organizations, but got
no cooperation from the Israel government.
“The Israeli authorities did not respond to repeated requests by the Commission for information and access to Israel
and to the Occupied Palestinian Territory,” the report said.
In response to the findings, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu blasted the council for “setting new records for
hypocrisy and mendacity, out of an obsessive hatred of Israel”.
Israel says its army is defending the country’s border
against violent infiltration attempts and accuses the Hamas
movement, which runs Gaza, of using the large crowds as
cover to carry out attacks.
“Israel will not allow Hamas to attack Israel’s sovereignty
and its people, and will maintain the right of self-defence,”
said Netanyahu.
The UN commission also faulted Hamas for not preventing
use of incendiary kites - low-tech weapons with flaming tails
designed to ignite fires - during the protests.
There was no immediate reaction from Hamas. The rival
Palestinian Authority, which is based in the West Bank,
welcomed the findings.

“The findings and demands to open an immediate investigation by Israel, the occupying power, is a step in the right
direction, yet is not enough for establishing comprehensive
accountability,” said Ahmad Shami, a spokesman for the
Palestinian prime minister.
“The international community must take its responsibility and provide international protection for the Palestinian
citizens in every inch of Occupied Palestine.”
The UN panel said its mandate was to identify those
it believed responsible for the violations, and it planned
to hand over a confidential file with such information to
Michele Bachelet, the UN human rights chief, who could
hand it over the International Criminal Court (ICC) and
national authorities.
(Source: Al Jazeera)

Gun battle rages between Al Shabaab and Somali troops after hotel attack
A gun battle raged in Mogadishu on Friday
between Somali soldiers and Al Shabaab
fighters, holed up in a building next to a
hotel they had hit with a suicide car bomb
the previous evening.
Heavy gunfire resounded across the Somali
capital through the night and as dawn broke,
police said the death toll, put at 13 so far, was
rising following the blast at the Hotel Maka
Al-Mukarama, located on a street lined with
hotels, shops and restaurants.
“The security forces rescued dozens of
civilians in the hotel and nearby buildings.

The militants are still inside and exchange
of fire still continues. So far we confirmed
13 people died and scores were injured,”
Major Mohamed Hussein, a police officer,
told Reuters on Friday.
“The death toll may rise. It was very difficult
for the security forces to enter the building
last night because it is dark and electricity
was cut by the blast. Now it is daybreak, and
we hope the operation will be concluded in
the following hours,” he said.
Al Shabaab’s military spokesman said
they still controlled the hotel.

“The government tried three times to enter
the building but we repulsed them. We still
control the hotel,” said Abdiasis Abu Musab,
Al Shabaab’s military spokesman.
The main street of Maka Al Mukaram
where the blast occurred was closed on Friday.
Reuters witnesses saw frantic residents
in the city searching for missing relatives
through the night, making countless phone
calls to find out if anyone had seen their family
members.
“I have been running to and fro from blast
scene to hospitals since yesterday evening in

search of my husband and brother who were
selling a shop at the place where the blast
took place. I have just seen them in hospital,
they are in critical conditions. My husband
lost his stomach and my brother suffered
severe wounds to both arms,” Halima Omar,
a mother of three children told Reuters.
Somalia has been convulsed by lawlessness and violence since 1991. Extremist group
Al Shabaab is fighting to dislodge a Western-backed government protected by African
Union-mandated peacekeepers.
(Source: Reuters)

Saudi Arabia strips Osama bin Laden’s son of citizenship
Saudi Arabia has stripped citizenship from Hamza bin
Laden, the son of slain Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden,
the interior ministry said in a statement published by the
official gazette Umm Al Qura.
The U.S. State Department said Thursday it was offering
a reward of up to $1 million for information leading “to the
identification or location in any country” of Hamza, calling
him a key al Qaeda leader.
Hamza, believed to be about 30 years old, was at
his father’s side in Afghanistan before the September
11 attacks and spent time with him in Pakistan after
the U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan pushed much of
Al-Qaeda’s senior leadership there, according to the
Brookings Institution.
Introduced by the organisation’s new chief Ayman
al-Zawahiri in an audio message in 2015, Hamza provides

a younger voice for the group whose aging leaders have
struggled to inspire militants around the world galvanized
by Daesh (ISIS), analysts say.

He has called for acts of terrorism in Western capitals
and threatened to take revenge against the United States
for his father’s killing, the State Department said in 2017
when it designated him as a global terrorist.
He also threatened to target Americans abroad and urged
Saudi tribes to unite with Yemen’s Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula to fight against Saudi Arabia, it said.
Osama bin Laden was killed by U.S. special forces who
raided his compound in Pakistan in 2011. Hamza was thought
to be under house arrest in Iran at the time, and documents
recovered from the compound indicated that aides had been
trying to reunite him with his father.
The Saudi decision to strip him of his citizenship was
made by a royal order in November, according to a statement
published in the Um al-Qura official journal.
(Source: Reuters)

Netanyahu to be indicted on
corruption charges, pending
hearing
Israel’s attorney general
says he intends to indict
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on charges of
bribery, fraud and breach
of trust in three separate
corruption investigations.
Avichai Mandelblit announced the decision in a
statement on Thursday.
The indictment would
be handed over pending a
hearing, in which Netanyahu will have a chance to
refute the charges before they are formally laid.
In Case 1000, Netanyahu is suspected of receiving gifts from
businessmen overseas. He is also being investigated in Case 2000
for a media bribery scheme to help Yediot Aharonot newspaper against its competitor Yisrael Hayom in return for favorable
coverage. Case 3000 surrounds Israel’s $2-billion purchase of
Dolphin-class nuclear-arms-capable submarines from German
shipbuilding company ThyssenKrupp.
Netanyahu, who always denies engaging in any corrupt practices, has said he is convinced that the three cases against him
will yield “nothing.”
In January, he said he would not step down even if the attorney
general sought to indict him for corruption.
The Israeli prime minister is not required to step down if
indicted but he would have no option than to resign if he is
convicted with all appeals exhausted.
Netanyahu has been prime minister for a total of around
13 years.
Meanwhile, U.S. President Donald Trump, who has portrayed
himself as Netanyahu’s supporter by repeatedly recommending
him as the regime’s next prime minister, has endorsed him again.
“I can say this, he’s done a great job as prime minister,” Trump
said earlier on Thursday.
Mandelblit’s announcement, however, compromises Netanyahu’s chances of winning another term in April 9 early
elections, in which he is facing a tough challenge from a centrist
political alliance headed by Benny Gantz, a former military
chief of staff.
“Put an end to the nation’s shame,” Labor party leader Avi
Gabbay said, reacting to the announcement, adding, “Don’t wage
the battle from the prime minister’s residence.”
(Source: Press TV)

India-Pakistan tensions flare
as gunbattles escalate in
Kashmir

India and Pakistan fired barrages of shells at each other across
their angry Kashmir frontier Friday, leaving at least one dead
as the troubled region braces for more violence amid renewed
hostilities between the arch-rivals.
While Pakistan’s promised release of an Indian pilot has eased
the threat of a wider conflict, there has been no letup in the
Himalayan region divided between the neighbors since 1947.
Alongside the shelling, which caused widespread damage,
Indian forces in Kashmir killed two suspected militants during
a night-time clash.
It comes after Indian and Pakistan fighter jets staged tit-for-tat
cross-border raids this week, as they wrangled over a bomb attack
in Kashmir last month that left 40 Indian paramilitaries dead.
India blamed Pakistan, which denied any role, as it does in
an armed uprising in Muslim-majority Kashmir that has left
tens of thousands dead since 1989.
Shelling that has been a part of daily life for decades has
intensified even as Pakistan said it would free a pilot shot down
on its side of the Line of Control that divides Kashmir.
“There is a very high risk of escalation towards localized, but
more intense direct Indian-Pakistani military confrontation in
Kashmir,” Jane’s Intelligence service said in a study this week.
Heavy mortar and artillery fire sent inhabitants on both sides
of the frontier scurrying for bunkers and other cover.
One woman was killed and an Indian soldier wounded during shelling late Thursday and early Friday in the Poonch and
Krishna Ghati sectors on the Indian side, according to police.
Indian authorities told villages to turn off lights to avoid becoming a target for Pakistani gunners.
Nowshera, a small town three kilometers (two miles) from
the ceasefire line, was plunged into darkness but gunfire and
explosions broke the silence through the night.
Kashmir residents had been bracing for the surge in hostilities
since a bomber rammed an explosive-laden car into a military
convoy at Pulwama, near the main city of Srinagar, killing the
paramilitaries. It was the worst militant attack in three decades
of violence.
Amid nationwide anger, Indian forces have staged near-daily
raids since the attack and two militants were killed in a gun battle at Handwara near the frontier in the early hours of Friday,
police said.
The village of about 250 houses has no protective shelters.
Some people have built their own, but work on a public shelter
was halted last month because of winter rains.
The only school has been closed for a week and most children
have been sent away.
(Source: AFP)

I NTE R NATI O NAL DAI LY

4

E C O N O M Y
S TO C K M A R K E T

TEDPIX

165295.1
2100.28

IFX

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

CURRENCIES
USD

42,000 rials

EUR

47,780rials

GBP

55,859 rials

AED

11,437 rials

Source: cbi.ir

COMMODITIES
Brent

$66.30/b

WTI

$57.33/b

OPEC Basket

$65.37/b

Gold

$1,309.00/oz

Silver

$15.49/oz

Platinium

$837.75 oz

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

NEWS IN BRIEF
Iran’s exports to
Turkey at $485m
in a month
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Iran’s exports to Turkey in
d
e
s
k January stood at $485 million, registering 16
percent fall from its previous $577 million in the same month
in 2018, Tasnim news agency reported on Friday.
Turkey exported $191 million of goods in January 2019
to Iran, registering 27 percent drop from its previous level of
$262 million in the same month in 2018.
Iran-Turkey trade stood at $676 million showing 19 percent
decrease from $839 million in the first month of 2019, the
same report confirmed.

Iran-China trade
at $1.73b in
January
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — The trade between Iran and
d
e
s
k China stood at $1.734 billion in the first month
of 2019, registering 54.8 percent decrease in comparison with
the same month in the preceding year i.e. $3.83 billion, Tasnim
news agency reported on Friday.
China’s exports to Iran in January stood at $722 million
showing a 58.3 percent drop from its previous $1.73 billion in
the same period in 2018, the report added.
China’s imports from Iran also witnessed a sharp drop of
51.9 percent from its previous $2.1 billion in January 2018 to
$1.012 billion in the first month of 2019.

German juggernaut may
face economic jam as tariffs
and Brexit loom
Germany faces the risk of steep U.S. tariffs on cars and a no-deal
Brexit, a double whammy which could bring a golden decade of
growth in Europe’s powerhouse economy to an end.
Chancellor Angela Merkel and her ministers are working
behind the scenes to mitigate the impact should the worst-case
scenario come to pass.
A stagnating German economy or even a recession would hold
back the euro zone as a whole and cast uncertainty over the European Central Bank’s planned exit from its loose monetary policy.
The Berlin government is already facing a budget shortfall of
up to 25 billion euros (21.5 billion pounds) by 2023 as the economic slowdown means tax revenues will come in below previous
estimates, according to a finance ministry document.
Nonetheless, faced with the threat of a recession, Finance
Minister Olaf Scholz is prepared to bend Germany’s strict debt
rules, a senior government official told Reuters on condition of
anonymity.
“If the double whammy should materialise, we want to pull
something out of the hat,” the official said, suggesting that the
government is working on a fiscal stimulus package.
“This will be a test to our policy of no new debt and Germany’s
debt brake,” the official added.
The finance ministry declined to comment on this.
Germany, which barely avoided a recession last year, is especially vulnerable to both the risks of U.S. tariffs of up to 25 percent
on cars and Britain sliding out of the EU on March 29 without a
deal to govern future trade relations with the bloc.
Exports make up nearly half of its economic output and cars are
by far its main export with annual sales worth 230 billion euros
($263 billion), data from the Federal Statistics Office showed.
The most important export destination for German cars last
year was the United States with revenues of 27.2 billion euros,
followed by China with 24.7 billion euros and Britain with 22.5
billion euros, the data showed.
In terms of the number of exported cars, Britain tops the list
with 666,000 and the United States is second with 470,000,
according to data from the VDA industry association.
U.S. President Donald Trump, pursuing an “America First”
agenda, has repeatedly criticised Germany’s bumper trade surplus
and warned that Washington will impose tariffs on European
cars if it is unable to reach a trade deal with the European Union.
A confidential report by the U.S. Commerce Department sent
to Trump in mid-February is widely expected to pave the way to
impose duties on imported autos and auto parts by designating
them a threat to American national security.
(Source: Reuters)
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Asian shipments of Iranian oil
to surge in upcoming months
In January, Japan lifted its first
1
Iranian oil cargo since the sanctions.
China and India maintained their imports
after November while South Korea received
its first Iranian oil cargo in late January.
China’s January imports remained above
the 360,000 bpd while India also scaled
back imports in January to 270,500 bpd.
Although it took some of these buyers
more than a month to make necessary arrangements or to contemplate on the matter, it seems that finally the convenience
of buying oil from Iran has outweighed
the skepticism overshadowing Iranian
oil industry.
With the customers coming back everything seems to be, once again, in favor
of Iran’s oil industry, however the U.S.
government’s disappointing comments in
mid-January could change all the equations for Iran’s oil market when the waivers
expire in May.

“The United States is not looking to grant
more waivers for Iranian oil imports after

the reimposition of U.S. sanctions.” Brian
Hook, the U.S. special representative for

Iran, told an industry conference in the
United Arab Emirates capital Abu Dhabi.
Although this new stance might push
some of the Iranian oil buyers back in months
to come after May; we should not take Iran’s
ability to bypass the sanctions for granted.
Another important factor which should
be taken into consideration is the incentives which Iranian government is willing
to provide to make its oil attractive enough
to worth the risk.
It seems that the country has taken some
steps in this regard, since earlier in January, the Iranian Deputy Oil Minister for
International Affairs and Trading AmirHossein Zamaninia said despite the U.S.
sanctions more oil buyers have approached
the country for negotiations.
Iran is probably going to provide its
customers with remarkable discounts or
provide them with long-term payment plans
to lure its oil customers back.

Tehran hosting intl. real estate,
property exhibition

Over 125m tons of goods loaded,
unloaded at Iran’s ports in 11 months

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — The
d
e
s
k sixth
edition
of
International Exhibition of Real Estate
and Property kicked off at Tehran
Permanent International Fairgrounds
on Friday, IRIB reported.
During this four-day exhibition, over
40 exhibitors are showcasing their latest
achievements and knowledge-based
products in this industry’s various areas
including real estate brokerage, mass
housing, buyers and sellers relationship
and housing equipment.
Introduction of latest plans
and programs in the field of mass
construction, stylization and retrofitting,
construction
prosperity,
price

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Over
d
e
s
k 125.69 million tons of
commodities were loaded and unloaded at
the ports of Iran during the eleven-month
period from March 21, 2018 to February
19, 2019, ISNA reported on Friday.
As reported, the amount of loading and
unloading at the ports during this time
span shows 13.9 percent fall from 146
million tons in the same period of time
in the past year.
Meanwhile as recently announced by
an official with Iran’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO), more than 1.564
million TEUs of cargos have been loaded
and unload at Iran’s largest container port,
Shahid Rajaee, since the beginning of the

stabilization in the housing market and
renovating old buildings are reported
to be some of the main foci of this year
event.
Real estate owners and managers of
investment projects are also expected
to participate in this event to present
investment opportunities.

present Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2018).
The Director General of Ports and
Maritime Department of Hormozgan
Province Allah-Morad Afifipour said that
the amount included 1.181 million TEUs
of full containers and 383,609 TEUs of
empty ones.

International Eco Energy Conference to kick off in Tehran on Sunday

E N E R G Y TEHRAN — Tehran will
d
e
s
k host the 2nd International
Eco Energy Conference on Sunday and Monday, Shana reported.
As reported, the Federation of Energy
Industries of Iran (FIEEI) in collaboration
with ECO Secretariat, Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA), Iran Energy Association and
Iranian Biofuel Society will hold the 2nd

meeting of ECO Public and Private Sectors
Energy/Petrochemical Consortium/Companies for two days at the place of ICCIMA.
The meeting is aimed at unveiling energy
projects in the ECO region and creating partnerships and subsequently energy consortia in the ECO region with the presence of
senior officials from government agencies
and energy ministries, private sector companies and potential partners of the projects,

banks, international financial institutions
and international organizations.
Energy economy, green economy, biofuel,
energy consumption in agriculture, electricity
export and import, renewable energy, climate change and the region, common energy
projects, engineering contracts and services
and how to manage international energy
projects are some of the topics that will be
discussed during the conference.

Turkish Central Bank reserves in January reach $98b
He official reserves of the Central Bank of the Republic of
Turkey (CBRT) reached $98 billion in January, the bank
announced Thursday.
Total reserve assets saw a rise of 5.4 percent last month,
up from $93 billion at the end of 2018. Foreign currency
reserves in January climbed 6.2 percent month-on-month
to hit $75.8 billion in convertible foreign currencies.
The bank’s gold reserves also climbed 2.7 percent to
$20.7 billion, including gold deposits and, where appropriate, gold swapped. On a yearly basis, the bank’s official

reserves fell 15 percent. The figure was some $115.3 billion
at the end of January 2018.
The report added that the short-term predetermined
net drains of the central government and the bank fell 3.3
percent on a monthly basis, reaching $12.5 billion. “Of this
amount, $8.2 billion belongs to principal repayments and
44.3 billion to interest repayments.
“Regarding the maturity breakdown of the principal and
interest payments, $400 million is due in one month, $4.2
billion in two to three months and $7.9 billion in four to 12

months,” the bank said. Last month, contingent short-term
net drains on foreign currency amounted to $33.2 billion,
falling 0.2 percent from December 2018.According to the
bank’s definition, contingent short-term net drains on foreign currency consist of “collateral guarantees on debt due
within one year” and other contingent liabilities, which are
the banking sector’s required reserves in blocked accounts
in foreign currency and gold, and the letters of credit items
on the central bank’s balance sheet.
(Source: Daily Sabah)

Dollar recovers, hits 10-week high vs
yen, as bigger yields lure investors

Japan wants to start U.S. trade talks
soon as Trump ups pressure

The dollar moved higher on Friday, hitting a 10-week high against the yen, as a
jump in U.S. Treasury rates sent investors
chasing higher yields into the greenback.
The U.S. currency managed to claw back
earlier losses after data showed U.S. gross
domestic product increased at a 2.6 percent
annualised rate in the fourth quarter, above
economists’ forecasts for a 2.3 percent gain.
With U.S. interest rates higher than
in other developed economies, investors
have been turning to the dollar for yield.
“What’s the dollar rebound on? Is it
sentiment or yield? The answer is it’s just
about yield,” said Simon Derrick, currencies analyst at BNY Mellon.
The yen was the main casualty from
the dollar’s rise, losing as much as half
a percent to 111.98 yen, a 10-week low.
The Japanese currency, along with fellow safe-haven currency Swiss franc, had
been supported earlier in the week when
tensions between India and Pakistan and
the collapse of U.S.-North Korea talks rattled markets.
Against a basket of rival currencies the
dollar rose 0.1 percent to 96.259.
It was a quiet end to the week elsewhere,
with most major currencies stuck in tight
trading ranges.
The euro slipped 0.1 percent to $1.1360
before stabilising at $1.1373, keeping the
single currency firmly in a trading range
against the dollar it has been stuck in for
several months.
While the U.S. Federal Reserve in
January rowed back on its policy tightening plans, other central banks appear
to have followed - crushing volatility and
leaving major currency pairs like euro/

Japan economy minister Toshimitsu Motegi
said he wanted to start bilateral trade talks
with the U.S. as soon as possible, a day after
President Donald Trump turned up tension
by complaining about years of “unfair” trade.
Motegi gave no specific date for talks when
speaking to reporters in Tokyo Friday. His
U.S. counterpart, Trade Representative Robert
Lighthizer, told U.S. lawmakers this week that
talks were a matter of urgency because U.S.
farmers risk losing market share to Pacific and
European nations that have already sealed
trade deals with Asia’s second-largest economy.
He said he planned to visit Japan in March.
Japan, which has sought to lure the U.S.
back to a Pacific regional trade deal rejected by
Trump, was pressured into agreeing to bilateral
talks in September under the threat of higher
tariffs on its lucrative car exports. Since then,
there has been no apparent progress toward
scheduling talks, as Lighthizer wrestles with
separate negotiations on a Chinese trade deal.
“Representative Lighthizer and I have been
saying that we both want to start the talks as
soon as possible,” Motegi told reporters. “Both
Representative Lighthizer and I are busy for
the time being,” he added, saying discussions
would now begin on where and when to hold
the negotiations.
While Canada, Australia and the European Union have all recently secured new or
adjusted trade deals with Japan, the U.S. has
not. That will give rivals an edge on prices with
a customer that regularly imports about $14
billion a year in U.S. agriculture and farmrelated products.
Japan consistently records large trade
surpluses with the U.S., its second-largest
trading partner, and Trump renewed his
criticism Thursday of that imbalance.

dollar treading water.
“January’s central bank policy pivot
which, depending on your bias, is either
a counter-attack in the face of mounting
threats to growth and inflation, or a retreat
in the face of the asset market weakness
at the end of 2018, points to a protracted
period of low volatility in currency markets,”
Societe Generale strategist Kit Juckes wrote
in a note to clients on Friday.
The Australian dollar rose 0.2 percent
to $0.7106 as investors’ mood improved.
The Aussie had skidded lower on Thursday after a disappointing reading on Chinese manufacturing overshadowed a solid
report on domestic business investment.
The Canadian dollar rose 0.3 percent to
C$1.3138. The loonie, as it is known, has
strengthened in 2019 on higher crude oil
prices and as investors’ appetite for risk
has rebounded from end-of-2018 nerves.
The benchmark 10-year U.S. Treasury
yield rose to 2.7204 percent after surging
to 2.731 percent on Thursday, its highest
since Feb. 6.
Sterling slipped to $1.3241 after its gains
of the past week. Investors have bought
back into the pound in the belief Britain will
avoid a disorderly Brexit and could delay
its departure from the European Union.
(Source: CNBC)

“For years, Japan has been sending millions
and millions of cars in, and as you know, it’s
not been a very fair situation for the United
States,” Trump told a news conference in
Hanoi, after holding a nuclear summit with
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.
Trump said talks with Japan had already
begun. “I think we’ll have a very good deal for
the United States,” he added.
Trump, threatening levies of 25 percent,
at the end of February received the findings
of a probe into whether imported vehicles
from places such as Asia and Europe posed
a national security threat, the basis for imposing sanctions. He has 90 days to decide
whether to act on the findings, which haven’t
been published.
On the content of the talks, Motegi said it
was “not necessarily correct” that Lighthizer
wanted to include currencies in the negotiations, and he expected them to be conducted
in line with last year’s agreement between the
two governments, which does not mention
exchange rates.
In his testimony to U.S. lawmakers, Lighthizer cited currency levels as having been
at times a serious problem with Japan and
China. Unprecedented monetary easing under
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s administration
has led to a weaker yen, bolstering the country’s
exporters.
(Source: Bloomberg)
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Darkening economic outlook threatens
to cap oil price in 2019: Reuters poll
Oil analysts have grown more pessimistic
over the prospects for a significant price rally
this year, as booming U.S. shale output and
a deteriorating global economic backdrop
threaten to offset the boost from OPEC’s
crude supply cuts.
A Reuters survey of 36 economists and
analysts on Thursday forecast Brent crude
oil futures to average $66.44 a barrel in
2019, slightly below the $67.32 projected
in January’s poll. That also compares with
the $62 average for the global benchmark
this year.
This is the fourth straight month in which
analysts have cut their oil price forecasts.
Prices could rally gradually over the
course of the year, if the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries and
their partners such as Russia agree to more
production cuts in April, and if U.S. sanctions
on Iran and Venezuela lead to tightening
global crude supply.
But the chances of a bigger price increase
seemed remote, analysts said.
“In the short-term, oil markets are going
to be characterized by supply tightness on
international markets thanks to the OPEC
cuts and U.S. sanctions on PDVSA,” Edward
Bell of Emirates NBD bank said.
“Over the rest of 2019, though, the rising
oil price sits incongruously with slowing
economic growth in major markets.”

Major producers, led by OPEC, will meet
on April 17-18 in Vienna to review their supply
cuts, which were agreed in December to help
avoid an unwelcome build-up in global
inventory that threatened to undermine
the oil price.
“There is no other choice than strict
compliance, otherwise the oil market

Asian LNG prices slide to lowest in
nearly 19 months

will remain oversupplied. Saudi Arabia is
committed to achieve market rebalancing via
steeper production cuts,” said Carsten Fritsch,
senior commodity analyst at Commerzbank.
A monitoring committee for the OPEC
and non-OPEC oil supply reduction deal
found compliance with the cuts at 83 percent
in January, delegates from the group told

Reuters on Feb. 20.
While sanctions on Iran and Venezuela
will tighten overall supply, “both countries
have reduced their production and export
levels sharply during 2018, which makes us
think that potential further declines will not
be as sharp and the impact on oil markets
will not be as important as it was last year,”
said Adrià Morron Salmeron, economist at
CaixaBank Research.
Meanwhile, analysts estimated the outlook
for global oil demand was mixed, growing
by anywhere from 1.1 to 1.5 million barrels
per day (mbpd) in 2019.
This was broadly in line with the 1.1-1.7
mbpd range in last month’s survey and
compares with the International Energy
Agency’s forecast of 1.4 mbpd in demand
growth this year.
“A slowdown in growth is very much a
risk, but we don’t foresee demand falling
off a cliff as a result,” said Ashley Petersen
of Stratas Advisors.
Another strong barrier for oil price gains
this year is U.S. output, analysts said, especially
as domestic crude inventories have risen to
their highest in over a year and production
has hit a record high.
The poll forecast U.S. light crude will
average $58.18 per barrel in 2019, down
from January’s $59.43 projection.
(Source: Reuters)

Brazil’s Petrobras targets 13 percent rise
in domestic crude oil output in 2019
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Oil rises on OPEC’s cuts, but
soaring U.S. exports and
economic slowdown weigh
Oil prices rose on Friday as markets tightened amid output cuts
by producer club OPEC, but surging U.S. supply and a global
economic slowdown prevented crude from climbing further.
U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude oil futures were
at $57.41 per barrel at 0350 GMT, up 19 cents, or 0.3 percent,
from their last settlement.
International Brent crude futures were at $66.59 per barrel,
up 28 cents, or 0.4 percent.
Traders said oil markets were currently tightening.
In Venezuela, oil exports have plunged by 40 percent to around
920,000 barrels per day (bpd) since the U.S. government slapped
sanctions against its petroleum industry on Jan. 28.
This drop comes as the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), of which Venezuela is a founding member,
has led efforts since the start of the year to withhold around 1.2
million bpd of supply to prop up prices.
“Global (oil) markets appear tighter than many anticipated for
this time of year, but scores of unsold barrels can pile up quickly
and saturate regions,” Canada’s RBC Capital Markets said in a
research note on oil markets.
Despite this, there are signs that point to a more amply supplied market heading further into 2019.
The U.S. Energy Department said on Thursday it was offering
up to 6 million barrels of crude from national emergency reserves
to raise funds to modernize the U.S. strategic oil reserves.
Additionally, U.S. crude output has hit a record of more than
12 million bpd, pushing exports to an unprecedented 3.6 million
bpd in February.
Investment bank RBC estimated that oil from the U.S. Gulf
of Mexico port of Houston “can economically move anywhere
globally when priced at a discount of $1.70 per barrel relative to
the waterborne Brent benchmark”.
Crude loading from Houston last traded at $6.60 a barrel
over WTI, which still put it at a discount of more than $2.15 per
barrel to Brent.
China’s February factory activity fell for a third month as the
world’s second-largest economy continued to struggle with weak
export orders, a private survey showed on Friday.
The weakness is being felt across the region. South Korea’s
exports contracted at their steepest pace in nearly three years in
February as demand from its major market China cooled further
in yet another sign of faltering momentum in Asia’s fourth-largest
economy.
(Source: Reuters)

Is U.S. oil returning to China?

Asian spot prices for liquefied natural gas (LNG)
fell to their lowest in nearly 19 months this
week, pressured as buying interest remained
slow and as some supply came back online.
Spot prices for April delivery to Northeast
Asia are currently at around $6.00 per million
British thermal units (mmBtu), down 20 cents
from the previous week at the lowest since
Aug. 4, 2017 when they hit $5.90 per mmBtu,
Eikon data showed.
Spot demand from China, the world’s second-largest LNG importer, remained slow, but
there were some enquiries for April cargoes,
trade sources said.
“The (Lunar New Year) holidays are over
and some industries are back online, but I
think (demand) will be the same as usual,
though it’s still difficult to say which way it
will go,” said a China-based industry source.
Total shipments of the super-chilled fuel
into Japan, China, South Korea and Taiwan
were at about 15.94 million tons in February,
down nearly 19 percent from the previous
month, shipping data from Refinitiv Eikon
showed.
While it is common for monthly import
volumes to drop in February as peak-winter
demand tapers off, that marked the biggest
monthly decline from January to February
since at least 2013, the data showed.
Chevron Corp’s Gorgon LNG export plant

in Australia brought its train 3 back online
after an unplanned outage, sources said earlier
this week.
The train had been shut since mid-January
to address a mechanical issue.
LNG loadings from Malaysia’s Bintulu
export plant are also normal after a fire at
the complex late last week, sources said earlier
this week.
A fire broke out on the morning of Feb.
22 at a “sea cooling water outfall channel”
that lies outside of the plant process area at
the LNG complex, Petronas, the operator of
the plant, has said.
Elsewhere, Nigeria LNG’s train 1 and 2
which were recently offline, are now back online and normal operations have resumed,
NLNG’s spokesman told Reuters this week.
“There was no cargo delivery loss recorded
as the cargoes were rescheduled,” he added.
Russia delivered a record amount of LNG
to Europe in February, becoming the biggest
supplier of the chilled fuel to the continent
for the first time.
In tenders and deals, traders said Mexico’s CFE is seeking two cargoes for delivery
in March and another two cargoes for April
into the Manzanillo terminal, while sources
said Indonesia’s Bontang LNG export facility
offered to sell at least two cargoes for April
and May.
(Source: Reuters)

Brazilian state-led oil producer Petrobras
expects domestic crude output to rise 13.0
percent year on year to 2.3 million bpd in
2019 as fresh wells are connected to floating production units installed over the past
year, including ongoing development of the
massive Buzios subsalt field.
Petrobras has started operations on six
floating production, storage and offloading
vessels over the past 10 months, including
two FPSOs in February. Each of the vessels
has installed production capacity of at least
150,000 bpd of oil and 6 million cu m/d of
gas, according to Petrobras.
Two additional FPSOs will be installed
later this year, including a fourth FPSO at the
Buzios field and first oil from the Berbigao
field. Buzios, where first oil was pumped in
April 2018, contains an estimated 3.1 billion
barrels of recoverable reserves, making it
the second-biggest subsalt field after the
Mero field.
“This growth will be made possible by
the ramp-up at recently installed platforms
as well as the startup of the FPSOs P-77 and
P-68,” Petrobras said in financial statements
filed late Wednesday.
The new production systems build on an
unprecedented wave of facilities installed
offshore Brazil over the past three years,
many of which were ordered or under con-

struction when Petrobras was embroiled in
a corruption scandal and oil prices collapsed
in 2014-2016. While the new FPSOs have
pushed subsalt production higher, accelerating declines in the mature Campos Basin,
a series of maintenance shutdowns and sales
of stakes in several key oil fields undermined
Petrobras’ overall production last year.
Petrobras pumped an average of 2.035
million bpd in 2018, down from 2.154 million
bpd in 2017. The company also missed its
annual production target, which was set at
2.1 million bpd, for the first time in three
years. Petrobras’ domestic production in
the fourth quarter averaged 2.055 million
bpd, down 3.9 percent versus 2.140 million bpd in the fourth quarter of 2017, the
company said.
Production, however, could still be affected by ongoing asset sales, with more than 100
fields on the sales block, the company said.
Petrobras plans to sell $26.9 billion worth
of assets over the next five years, according
to the company’s 2019-2023 investment
plan. In addition to the oil-field sales, the
company’s new chief executive Roberto
Castello Branco wants to reduce Petrobras’ dominant position in the country’s
refining sector to about 50 percent from
98 percent today.
(Source: Platts)

OPEC rescued oil from ‘total collapse,’ Barkindo says
Oil producing group OPEC is responsible for salvaging the
entire oil industry with its deal to curb output, OPEC’s secretary general told CNBC, but the U.S. shale revolution has
helped to prevent “major, major energy chaos” in the world.
“OPEC has been doing a great service,” to producers and
global oil markets, Secretary General Mohammad Barkindo
told CNBC’s Dan Murphy in Riyadh on Wednesday.
“The decisions that OPEC took, together with our nonOPEC partners, literally rescued this industry from total
collapse,” he said.
Asked for his perspective on the U.S. Congress’ consideration of antitrust legislation that could hurt OPEC – specifically,
the “No-Oil Producing and Exporting Cartels Act” (NOPEC)
bill that could allow OPEC to be sued for coordinating production and influencing oil prices – Barkindo said actions
taken by OPEC had in fact helped U.S. producers.
“You can ask the producers in the shale basins in the
U.S. whether they have benefitted from the actions we have
taken over the years,” Barkindo said.
“In particular, during this longest cycle where we saw
prices crash by over 80 percent at one point, where we saw
the supply and demand balance in (a period of) disequilibrium that had never been witnessed, where we saw more
than 100 U.S. companies file for bankruptcy with all the
negative consequences on the industry, the regions where
they operate … no party was insulated,” he said.
Oil prices fell dramatically from a high of around $114 a
barrel in June 2014 to a low of around $27 a barrel in Jan-

uary 2016 amid a sharp imbalance in supply and demand.
The fall in prices was largely attributed to weaker global
demand amid a supply glut from the likes of the U.S. which
has experienced what’s known as the ‘shale revolution’ which
has made it the largest oil producer in the world, as well as
major producers Saudi Arabia and Russia. The fall in oil
prices hit producing nations hard, especially in the U.S.,
whose producers have higher production costs.
OPEC members and a group of non-OPEC producers led
by Russia agreed in late 2016 to curb their output in a bid

to balance supply and demand, and prices, in an alliance
now known as “OPEC Plus.”
The deal, which remains in place, is seen to have worked
with benchmark Brent crude futures currently trading at
$65.97 a barrel and West Texas Intermediate (WTI) at $56.69
per barrel on Thursday. The U.S. did not take part in any
output cuts but has benefited from a rise in prices as a result.
Nonetheless, President Trump continues to criticize OPEC,
saying prices are too high.
Saudi Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih told CNBC Wednesday that OPEC was “taking it easy.” Despite U.S. criticism,
Barkindo said U.S. shale oil had been invaluable in its contributions to global oil supplies.
“Without this shale revolution we’ve seen in the U.S.
the world would have been in major, major energy chaos,”
he said. But he said it was vital to maintain OPEC’s deal
with non-OPEC nations to maintain oil market stability –
something the U.S. desired.
“Thanks to the shale revolution in the U.S. we have been
able to maintain these supplies and meet current demand.
What is needed now is for us to continue this relationship
with the non-OPEC (producers) in order to sustain the relative, and fragile, market stability that we have been able
to achieve,” he said.
Barkindo noted wrily that despite the criticism from
Trump, “without OPEC, the U.S. would probably have created
another organization to do exactly the same.”
(Source: CNBC)

The latest signals from the U.S.-China trade dispute appear to
be that progress has been made in the talks and the two biggest
economies in the world may avert a full-scale trade war.
The latest signals from ship-tracking data suggest that U.S. crude
oil appears to be heading to China after many months of China
abstaining from buying American oil despite the fact that it’s not
on Beijing’s tariff list.
The return of the U.S. crude oil exports to China will depend on
two key factors—how the trade dispute plays out in coming months
and how wide the Brent Crude premium over WTI Crude will be. The
wider the spread, the more economic U.S. oil is for Asian refiners
compared to Brent-linked grades.
An independent Chinese refiner has recently imported U.S.-origin crude oil pulled from storage in South Korea, S&P Global Platts
vessel tracking data showed earlier this week.
China could soon import crude oil directly shipped from the U.S.,
CNBC reports, citing ClipperData’s tanker-tracking data.
Although tanker-tracking data currently shows that a tanker
is en route to a Chinese port, the final destination may yet change
as the estimated time of arrival is the middle of April. In the past
couple of months, other crude oil tankers heading to Asia were first
thought to be en route to China but they later changed their final
destination to other countries in the region.
According to ClipperData, a very large crude carrier (VLCC), Hong
Kong Spirit, has recently loaded nearly 2 million barrels of U.S. oil at
Moda Midstream’s Ingleside terminal near Corpus Christi, Texas.
According to MarineTraffic, the currently declared destination of the
vessel is Yantai, China, with an estimated time of arrival on April 18.
Still, the final destination could change, Matt Smith, director
of commodity research at ClipperData, told CNBC, but noted
that by mid-April “trade war concerns may have dissipated.”
In the first half of 2018, China was one of the biggest buyers of
U.S. crude oil, even outpacing Canada in some months.
But Chinese imports of American oil abruptly stopped in the
summer of 2018, when the trade war between the United States and
China escalated with tit-for-tat tariffs on many products.
Although crude oil is not on China’s tariff list, Chinese buyers
have been staying away from U.S. crude oil purchases since the
summer of last year.
According to the latest available EIA data, the United States didn’t
export any crude oil to China in August, September, October, and
November, compared to 384,000 bpd in July and a record-high
510,000 bpd in June.
After the United States and China called a trade-war truce in
early December and pledged to immediately begin trade negotiations in view of possible deal within 90 days, Chinese refiners were
said to have been looking for opportunities to buy U.S. crude oil by
March 1, when the negotiating period expires, but they reportedly
needed further assurances that no cargoes would be left stranded
with possible tariffs on crude oil on them.
In mid-January, three U.S. crude oil cargoes were headed to
China in what could have been the first Chinese purchase of American crude since the trade war escalated, but the tankers have been
diverted to other destinations.
Recent signs of de-escalation of the trade war could prompt
Chinese refiners to resume buying U.S. oil, but they will likely wait
to see what a possible trade deal would be like.
In one of the clearest signals that there could be a deal, U.S.
President Donald Trump tweeted earlier this week “China Trade
Deal (and more) in advanced stages” and that the United States
would be delaying new tariffs on Chinese imports.
The other key factor for the return of U.S. crude oil on the Chinese
market is the Brent/WTI spread. According to Platts and analysts
it has briefed, the recent import by Chinese independent refiner
Hongrun Petrochemical of U.S. Eagle Ford crude from South Korean storage was likely the result of the wide Brent Crude premium
over WTI Crude, which has made the Eagle Ford grade attractive
for the refinery.
The price spreads could encourage occasional Chinese imports
of U.S. crude grades. However, the two countries will have to settle
the trade dispute with a deal in coming months in order for China
to regain its top-three spot among American oil buyers.
(Source: oilprice.com)
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Is this Egypt’s next
revolution?
By Yasmine El Rashidi

It’s been eight years since we took to the streets in the protests
that led to the ouster of our longest-ruling president, Hosni
Mubarak, a.k.a. “the pharaoh,” after his 30-year rule. Since
then, we have gone from being first-time voters to seasoned
ones, heading to the polls nine times to cast ballots for Parliaments, presidents or the Constitution. Our current president,
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, was re-elected in April to serve another
four-year term — his second and, under the 2014 Constitution, his last. Or so we thought.
Earlier this month, Egypt’s Parliament speed-presented,
-debated and -approved a package of amendments to the
Constitution. The powers of the president would be both expanded — with greater oversight over the main pillars of the
state, including the authority to appoint the heads of judicial
bodies — and extended.
The two-term limit would remain, but each term would
last six years. Under a special exemption, el-Sisi would be
allowed to run again under the new provisions. He could rule
until 2034.
The proposed changes are reminiscent of the amendments
Turkey made to its Constitution in 2017, which some of Egypt’s
most prominent talk-show hosts took to task at the time.
A video going around Egyptian social media these days
cleverly mocks the current situation here with a compilation
of clips about President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey from
back then.
“He set himself up today as an official dictator.” “He tailormade a constitution.” “Everything is in his hands.” “He decided
none of the past years count.”
A Facebook page named “The Egyptian Position” more
assertively addresses the situation at home, with videos of
ordinary citizens and the odd recognizable face (such as the
political scientist Rabab El Mahdi) warning that tampering with
the Constitution could mean the making of another pharaoh.
Clips of members of Parliament standing up to a full house
and pillorying the amendments have gone viral.
On Feb. 14, 16 representatives (some counts say 17) voted
against the proposed revisions, compared with 485 in favor.
One of them, Ahmed al-Tantawi, has said the changes were
“a regression to a worse system” than the one before the 2011
revolution. Even under Mubarak, the military was not so deeply
enshrined in the daily affairs of government. Nor was the opposition so severely repressed.
The amendments still need to be reviewed, debated and
approved by a special
committee, then reParliament wants
turned to Parliament
to extend the
and put to a public
referendum. The enpresident’s term.
tire process could be
The people may
completed by as early as
mid-April. The question
not agree.
is not only what will
happen at the polls, but also, and perhaps more significant,
what might happen between now and then.
Many commentators have shrugged off the referendum
as a foregone conclusion, an orchestrated event in which the
“yes” vote will be rigged to prevail. The question that seems to
arise most often among the privileged — doctors, professors,
former MPs I’ve talked to in Cairo — is whether Egyptians
understand the implications of the changes they will be asked
to vote on, or if like the British with Brexit, they don’t fully
measure the repercussions. In fact, that question is irrelevant.
What Egyptians understand is that Sisi could rule for another
15 years. And what they know is that already they can barely
sustain themselves.
When you talk to people on the streets of Cairo, on the
city’s outskirts or in its poor informal settlements, and when
you travel to Alexandria, Minya or further south, it becomes
clear that it’s the hard facts of daily life that dictate the public’s thinking around revising the Constitution. The people
know that since this president’s election, prices are up and
the Egyptian pound is down. A subway ticket, which cost 1
pound in 2014, is now 7 pounds; a cylinder of cooking gas,
once 8 pounds, is 50 pounds. They know that the austerity
measures implemented by the government in exchange for a
sizable, overdue loan from the International Monetary Fund
have harmed them. They know that they want change.
Opponents of the government, or of these constitutional
amendments, have criticized the proposed changes, but so
far no formal, legal contestation and no visibly forceful “no”
campaign are underway. Yet the current situation presents an
opportunity anew, especially for the opposition, to redirect
the country’s political trajectory.
The turning point of the 2011 revolution came on Feb. 1 that
year, a few days after riot police had fled their positions and
then protesters had called for a million-man march. That’s
when I heard friends and family who until that point had been
fearful of marching announce that they, too, wanted to go in
the streets. They wanted to be part of that million. That moment is what led, ultimately, to Mubarak’s ouster. Likewise,
the upcoming referendum is a moment to mobilize around
broad dissatisfaction.
It is a chance for the left, liberals and those with political
or economic clout to campaign for a “no” vote and, drawing
on the revolution’s spirit of community organizing, to protect
the people from thuggery or intimidation at polling stations.
It is a chance to claim back some of the political agency we
have lost.
It is also a chance for el-Sisi. The parliamentarian Talaat
Khalil recently asked, as he objected to the amendments: “Did
anyone consult either with their own constituents or even the
president himself? Do we know he wants to stay on?” His suggestion was that the amendments were drafted, self-servingly,
by a select circle of MPs allied with the president. However
the proposed revisions came about, el-Sisi can reject them
now, or even once their wording is finalized, on grounds that
they violate his contract with the people of Egypt.
In 2017, in a much-quoted interview with CNBC, he promised
to abide by the principles laid out in the Constitution, notably
term limits. Whether to uphold those principles is a decision
that could be put to the people in the coming months. But it
could be seized upon much sooner, by the president himself,
and that would be even more significant for the country at large.
(Source: The NYT)
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The U.S. and North Korea:
Trump’s vanity diplomacy falls flat
Only a year ago, many feared that Donald
Trump’s dealings with Kim Jong-un might
end with a bang. Then came the Singapore
summit. Trump boasted that they “fell
in love” and that North Korea was no
longer a nuclear threat. The bromance
did not look sustainable. Now a followup in Hanoi has ended in a whimper,
collapsing without the heralded signing
of at least a limited deal.
North Korea needs an easing of sanctions
and wants to pursue economic development;
Trump wants a diplomatic triumph with his
name emblazoned on it. But these powerful drivers are not enough to bridge the gulf
between the sides. While North Korea speaks
of denuclearization on the peninsula, it has
no intention of unilateral disarmament – as
U.S. intelligence officials note.
Gestures such as halting missile tests
have some value, in real terms as well as in
building the relationship, and disabling the
Yongbyon nuclear plant would have more; the
question is how much they are worth. Many
had feared Trump might pay too highly, as
he did in Singapore.
Hours before their talks in Hanoi, he predicted a “fantastic success” in their long-term
dealings. His hunger for a personal triumph
was spurred by the excoriating testimony from
his former lawyer Michael Cohen back home.
When it all went wrong, he said the U.S. had
walked because Kim wanted all sanctions
lifted – a huge step, not in his gift. North
Korea insists it sought only partial (though
substantial) sanction relief.
It had also made it clear prior to talks

The U.S. president boasts of being a deal
maker. But his summit with Kim Jong-un in
Hanoi has ended in failure and recrimination.
that it wanted to see sanctions lifted before
it put Yongbyon out of action. The reported
sidelining of Steve Biegun, the U.S. special
representative, cannot have helped – but
may have been effect as much as cause. Many

already suspected John Bolton was key to
the talks’ collapse.
The question is where they go from here.
In his post-summit press conference Trump
boasted of progress, described their deal-

ings as “very friendly”, and even exculpated
Kim over the treatment of Otto Warmbier,
the U.S. student who died after being held
in North Korea for 17 months. North Korea
struck a harsher tone, saying Kim “got the
feeling that he didn’t understand the way
Americans calculate” and may have “lost the
will” for further talks.
The risks of another summit are now much
greater for both sides, and its appeal diminished. Kim has already been boosted at home
and abroad by two presidential meetings.
His train home runs through China, and it
now seems even likelier that he will stop off
in Beijing. Trump’s warm embrace pushed
China into hugging the North close, despite
its previous distaste for Kim.
South Korea got talks back on track after
Washington and
Pyongyang hit problems before. But it
will find it harder going this time, and until
those relationships improve, it cannot get
much further with the inter-Korean economic
initiatives it wants to pursue.
It may be that talks simply peter out,
with the U.S. essentially returning to Barack
Obama’s “strategic patience”.
It was a poor idea the first time round,
and Pyongyang’s weapons program is now
much further advanced. Trump’s vanity
diplomacy has strengthened the North
Korean leader.
A humbler, more careful and more pragmatic approach, seeking to freeze rather
than eradicate the weapons program, would
have been a far wiser course.
(Source: The Guardian)

Saudi crown prince capitalizes on photo ops in Asia
By Bruce Riedel
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman completed his
reduced trip to Asia last week with an array of carefully
staged photo opportunities to show he is still a credible
figure on the world stage. His hosts — Pakistan, India and
China — avoided awkward issues such as the premeditated
murder of Jamal Khashoggi and the war in Yemen. In
turn the crown prince promised huge investments and
warm diplomatic support.
The principal goal of the trip was to restore the crown
prince’s tarnished image and convince his Saudi audiences
that he is still accepted internationally. The trip got off to an
awkward start. First his arrival in Islamabad was delayed
a day with no explanation provided as to why. Then two
stops, Indonesia and Malaysia, were suddenly canceled,
again without any explanation. Given that royal visits are
carefully choreographed well in advance, the schedule changes
suggest concerns that security issues arose, including fear
of hostile demonstrations.
In Pakistan, Prime Minister Imran Khan staged a reception with bells and whistles. The Pakistani air force escorted
the prince’s airplane inside Pakistani airspace. Khan was
at the airport and personally drove Prince Mohammed
— often referred to by his initials MBS — to his first appointment. The decades of close Saudi-Pakistani relations
were hailed and an even better future promised. Mohammed was awarded Pakistan’s highest medal and received
a golden machine gun.
Both sides need the other. Pakistan is in deep economic
trouble. The crown prince needs a great reception to dismiss
the stain of the Khashoggi murder and the humanitarian
catastrophe in Yemen; both are widely blamed on him.
MBS promised $20 billion in new investment in Paki-

The principal goal of the trip
was to restore the crown
prince’s tarnished image and
convince his Saudi audiences
that he is still accepted
internationally.
stan. Few experts take this seriously given his track record
of big promises with little follow-through. Very few of the
deals hyped during President Donald Trump’s visit to Riyadh
in 2017 have materialized.
India insisted that the crown prince could not fly directly
from Islamabad to New Delhi, a sign of how dangerous Indo-

Pakistan relations are in the wake of several terrorist attacks
by the Pakistani-created Jaish-e-Muhammad group this
month. So the Saudis flew home to Riyadh from Pakistan
and then back to India.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi rolled out another red
carpet and hugged his visitor. The Saudis promised $100
billion in deals.
In China, Mohammed walked on the Great Wall, an
iconic photo op, and was filmed meeting with the Chinese
leadership. China is Saudi Arabia’s biggest trading partner.
Meanwhile, King Salman bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud has
gone to Sharm el-Sheikh to attend the first summit conference of the Arab League and the European Union. It’s his
first foreign visit in more than a year. At the same time the
kingdom announced that Khaled bin Salman was out as ambassador to Washington, a recognition that his association
with his older brother made him toxic in the capital. He will
become the deputy defense minister and Princess Reema
bint Bandar Al Saud will be the new ambassador. Appointing the daughter of a very successful longtime ambassador
to Washington, Prince Bandar bin Sultan Al Saud, is an
attempt to reboot the kingdom’s image in America. It’s a
recognition that the Khashoggi scandal is still a hot button
issue in the United States.
Saudi Arabia has been tilting East for the last two decades
because that is where the market is for its oil exports. The
crown prince’s tour is a follow-up to visits by Kings Abdullah and Salman. It is also a way to distract attention from
the negative press and commentary about the crown prince
in America, Canada and Europe over Khashoggi, Yemen
and other issues. But it doesn’t make those problems go
away. The question is when will the crown prince be able
travel to Western democracies again.
(Source: Al Monitor)

Why UN should be concerned over Saudi-UAE aid
funding for Yemen

Humanitarian aid leaders say the two Persian
Gulf countries give large cash flows amid
their vicious military campaign in the wartorn country. Worse still, aid chiefs note that
the Saudi-led coalition members have been
committing war crimes in Yemen, including bombing villages, torture and the use of
child soldiers.
For instance, Jan Egeland, who previously
headed United Nations aid operations, railed
against the “hypocrisy of nations trading in
arms or raining down shells and bombs on
Yemeni civilians” in a strongly worded statement earlier this week.
According to Egeland, head of the charity
Norwegian Refugee Council, 60 percent of
last year’s aid to Yemen came from Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and the U.S., which has at
the same time helped its Arab allies’ war effort
with arms, intelligence and aerial refueling.
It is time for the United Nations to take
aim at this vicious hypocrisy, this double
standard. The world body should put people
before politics and Saudi-Emirati cash flows.
It is no longer acceptable to hear that Saudi
Arabia has once again managed to successfully lobby against such moves at the UN.
There should be no compromise. The world
body and its Human Rights Council should
establish a new commission of inquiry into
these violations in Yemen, where Riyadh
and company have been killing thousands
of innocent civilians with impunity and no
accountability.

International aid leaders are saying now
what has been known for several years that
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
are practicing double standards for both
providing aid and instigating violence and
humanitarian crisis in Yemen.

Per its Charter, the UN should carry out
a comprehensive examination of such bogus
aids and all violations and abuses of international human rights and other appropriate
and applicable fields of International Law in
war-torn Yemen. This includes embracing its
legally defined duty to blacklist Saudi Arabia
and the UAE for murdering children and
using child soldiers in the vicious conflict.
Failure to do so will only scar the UN’s
reputation, for the irresponsibility of allowing Western governments and others to help
this humanitarian crisis continue to unfold
as well, including the United States.
The U.S. continues to provide massive
support for Saudi Arabia’s brutal military
campaign. This illegal participation is equally
responsible for creating the largest humanitarian crisis in the world, pushing millions of
human beings to the brink of famine. Indeed
without U.S. participation and arms, this
Saudi-UAE war and “humanitarian” theatre
in Yemen would not be possible.
By looking the other way as this double
standard and hypocrisy unfolds, the UN cannot
bring stability to Yemen, nor can it increase
prospects for lasting peace. The inaction will
only help to turn a horrible circumstance into
a nightmare. It is about time the world body
got on the right side of history, played a real
role in addressing and ending this deliberate catastrophe, and held to account those
responsible.
(Source: Yemen Press)
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‘EU seeks to gain more concessions
from Iran via INSTEX’
TEHRAN (IFP) — There are indications
that Europe does not really intend to ease
the pressure of Washington’s sanctions on
Iran despite establishing a special purpose
vehicle named INSTEX, a conservative Iranian daily has argued.
Tasnim News Agency has, in an article,
suggested that the European Union does not
really intend to ease U.S. sanctions on Iran;
rather, it wants to gain more concessions
via the special financial mechanism it has
introduced. The full text of the analytical
piece follows.
Following the United States’ withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
the Europeans, who showed an interest in
preserving the agreement, vowed to adopt
measures to secure Tehran’s interests under
the JCPOA. Therefore, in a statement on
May 18, 2018, the European Commission
undertook to ease the effects of U.S. sanctions on Iran-Europe trade and take action
to maintain trade and economic relations
between the European Union and Iran.
To that end, the 4+1 group spoke of the
formulation of a new mechanism called the
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV). This special
financial channel was mainly aimed at easing Iran’s access to revenues from oil exports
and facilitating the imports of goods subject to
Washington’s unilateral sanctions. After a few
months of foot-dragging, European countries
officially registered the SPV on January 31, 2019.
A statement issued by the foreign ministers
of Britain, France and Germany after the
registration of the SPV shows the Instrument
in Support of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX)
has distanced itself from its original objectives, and is not only not an instrument to
circumvent sanctions, but seeks to make U.S.
sanctions more effective. The following points
will shed more light on the issue.
INSTEX in line with U.S. sanctions!
Although part of the European statement

stipulates that INSTEX is in keeping with EU
and UN sanctions, and not in line with the
United States’ unilateral bans, limiting the
sphere of this mechanism’s activity to medicines, medical supplies, agricultural goods
and foodstuffs shows INSTEX is practically
in conformity with U.S. sanctions.
In other words, the special financial
mechanism, which was originally supposed
to circumvent U.S. sanctions, is now working
in compliance with U.S. sanctions and will
have no benefits for Iranians. We can accept
that Europe is honestly seeking to preserve
the JCPOA only if the EU gets engaged in
trade with that part of Iran’s economy which
is under sanctions.
Call for Iran to work with FATF
to intensify U.S. sanctions
Part of the above-said statement stresses
that this mechanism is implemented under the
highest international standards with regards
to fighting money laundering and combating
sponsoring terrorism. In the first glance, it
may seem that Europe’s expecting Iran to
implement all the terms and conditions of

the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) as
mentioned in the statement is in line with
the implementation of these very standards;
however, such an idea is not true at all because:
1. A) Under the statement issued by the
three European countries, the INSTEX
mechanism focuses on humanitarian supplies (medicines, medical supplies, agricultural goods and foodstuffs) and does not
include any dual-purpose items (nuclear,
non-nuclear and military, non-military).
So, there is no need to precisely identify
the final beneficiary.
2. B) The observance of money laundering standards counts only when there is the
likelihood that the source of money was a
criminal act like smuggling. This is while the
source of money in the above-mentioned
mechanism is the income from Iran’s oil sales,
which is undoubtedly not a criminal source.
3. C) Given that INSTEX only has the
role of a barter mechanism to settle Iran’s
trade transactions and Iran gains no money
in the process, the accusation of sponsoring
terrorism will be rejected altogether.

Deal of the century: U.S.
in pursuit of Arab’s carte
blanche

Therefore, it becomes clear that Europe’s
expectation that Iran fully implement all the
terms and conditions of the FATF and join
the Palermo Convention and the Countering
the Financing of Terrorism (CFT) act has no
technical basis and is only a politically-motivated demand.
More concessions via INSTEX
But why is Europe insisting so much that
Iran fully implement the FATF?
The implementation of the FATF will make
Iranian individuals and companies’ financial transactions both at home and abroad
transparent for foreigners, making it possible
for the U.S. to precisely identify individuals
and institutions linked to the sectors that are
under sanctions. As a result, the sanctions
will become more precise and it will become
impossible to avoid the sanctions and the
Iranian financial system will become more
vulnerable to U.S. sanctions than ever.
Moreover, with financial transactions
inside the country becoming transparent,
the part of the nation’s economy which is not
under sanctions will refuse to cooperate with
the part which is under sanctions, practically
leading to domestically-induced sanctions.
Therefore, Iran’s cooperation with regards
to the FATF will make U.S. sanctions against
Iran more effective and redouble the pressure of the bans. Only this way can Europe
and the United States ratchet up economic
pressure on Iran and gain more concessions
from Tehran.
According to remarks by European authorities in recent months, the concessions that
the Americans are seeking include putting
restrictions on Iran’s missile and regional
activities. Accordingly, it becomes evident that
not only does Europe not have any intention
of solving the problems Iran is facing with
regards to sanctions, but tries to intensify
Washington’s unilateral sanctions against
Iran and gain more concessions from the
Islamic Republic by expecting Iran to cooperate with regards to the FATF.

If the plan, which according to Kushner seeks freedom
1
and security for the Palestinians, is as attractive as the Trump’s
son-in-law defines, why do most Arab countries oppose it?
The assessment of the deal of the century, along with the
reports and news published on it, show that there is a deliberate ambiguity over that as if the U.S. authorities do not want to
publish the exact details before getting the consent of the Arab
states leaders. As two senior White House officials previously
confessed, “Kushner will not give any information to the regional
authorities in the political aspect of the plan, and instead seek
support from the economic sectors of the plan.”
Following Trump’s decision on recognizing Jerusalem as the
capital of the Zionist regime and the U.S. embassy’s relocation
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, the relationship between Mahmoud
Abbas, the President of the State of Palestine and Palestinian
National Authority (PA) and the U.S., diminished to the extent
that Mahmoud Abbas said al-Quds “is not for sale” and promised
will never accept the U.S. peace plan.
Saudi Arabia and the UAE are the two main sponsors of U.S.
peace plan against the Palestinian cause, putting pressure on the
PA and other Arab countries in the region to accept the Trump
government deal for the century. The regional resistance groups
are among the serious opponents of this plan.
According to media reports released on details of the plan,
the deal of the century will include recognition of al-Quds as the
capital of the Zionist regime and transfer of the U.S. embassy from
Tel Aviv to this city. The U.S. agreed to establish the Palestinian
future capital on the outskirts of Jerusalem, which will be miles
away from the occupied territories of 1967.
President Trump also agreed the annexation of major settlement ‘blocs’ to Israel.
The U.S. administration will announce a “common security
concept for the Israel regime and the State of Palestine as partners
in peace”. The concept includes four points: a demilitarized Palestinian state with a strong police force, the creation of bilateral,
regional and international security cooperation with the participation of Jordan, Egypt and Washington, which other countries
would be welcome to join. The Israeli forces will maintain their
presence along the Jordan River and the central mountains of
the West Bank, in order to protect the two states.
According to the U.S. peace plan, the countries of the world
should recognize the Zionist regime as the homeland of the Jewish
people, and the territorial waters, airspace and electromagnetic
waves shall be under Israeli control. The Palestinian leaders have
called this plan a deconstructed and implausible plan, which in
fact means a single state with two political systems and aims to
legitimize the Zionist apartheid regime and settle the regime
with American standards.
Recent developments in the world on the issue of Palestine
and the actions of the Zionist regime indicate that there is a
serious approach to distorting the public opinion of the Palestinian cause and to form an Arab coalition against Iran instead
of the Zionist regime. The Warsaw conference with the presence
of Arab and Zionist officials is one of those examples. They are
trying to remove the Zionist regime from the list and replace
Iran as a dangerous state, and after normalizing the relations
between the Arabs and Tel Aviv, create an anti-Iranian coalition
between these countries.
The regional tour of U.S. officials and their meeting with Arab
leaders are to display acceptance for the deal of the century. After
the normalization of relations with Arab states and getting their
agreement on the Arab-peace plan, they will take the next step on
the Arab coalition against Iran instead of the Arab unity against
the Zionist regime.
A move that in the face of the current opposition of the Arabs,
and in particular the Palestinian groups, will be as ineffective as
other U.S. President’s plans, such as the formation of an integrated
or so-called Arab NATO that eventually wants to target Iran.

Why UN should be concerned over Saudi-UAE aid funding for Yemen
TEHRAN (FNA) — International aid leaders are saying
now what has been known for several years that Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates are practicing double
standards for both providing aid and instigating violence
and humanitarian crisis in Yemen.
Humanitarian aid leaders say the two Persian Gulf countries
give large cash flows amid their vicious military campaign
in the war-torn country. Worse still, aid chiefs note that the
Saudi-led coalition members have been committing war
crimes in Yemen, including bombing villages, torture and
the use of child soldiers.
For instance, Jan Egeland, who previously headed United Nations aid operations, railed against the “hypocrisy of
nations trading in arms or raining down shells and bombs
on Yemeni civilians” in a strongly worded statement earlier
this week.
According to Egeland, head of the charity Norwegian
Refugee Council, 60 percent of last year’s aid to Yemen
came from Saudi Arabia, the UAE and the US, which has at

the same time helped its Arab allies’ war effort with arms,
intelligence and aerial refuelling.
It is time for the United Nations to take aim at this vicious
hypocrisy, this double standard. The world body should
put people before politics and Saudi-Emirati cash flows.
It is no longer acceptable to hear that Saudi Arabia
has once again managed to successfully lobby against
such moves at the UN. There should be no compromise.
The world body and its Human Rights Council should
establish a new commission of inquiry into these violations in Yemen, where Riyadh and company have been
killing thousands of innocent civilians with impunity and
no accountability.
Per its Charter, the UN should carry out a comprehensive
examination of such bogus aids and all violations and abuses
of international human rights and other appropriate and
applicable fields of International Law in war-torn Yemen.
This includes embracing its legally defined duty to blacklist
Saudi Arabia and the UAE for murdering children and using

child soldiers in the vicious conflict.
Failure to do so will only scar the UN’s reputation, for
the irresponsibility of allowing Western governments and
others to help this humanitarian crisis continue to unfold
as well, including the United States.
The U.S. continues to provide massive support for Saudi
Arabia’s brutal military campaign. This illegal participation
is equally responsible for creating the largest humanitarian
crisis in the world, pushing millions of human beings to the
brink of famine. Indeed without US participation and arms,
this Saudi-UAE war and “humanitarian” theatre in Yemen
would not be possible.
By looking the other way as this double standard and
hypocrisy unfolds, the UN cannot bring stability to Yemen,
nor can it increase prospects for lasting peace. The inaction
will only help to turn a horrible circumstance into a nightmare. It is about time the world body got on the right side
of history, played a real role in addressing and ending this
deliberate catastrophe, and held to account those responsible.

First Announcement

Cohen retaliating against Trump: Disclosure or lies
“In conversations we had during the campaign, at the same
1
time I was actively negotiating in Russia for him, he would look me in
the eye and tell me there’s no business in Russia and then go out and
lie to the American people by saying the same thing. In his way, he was
telling me to lie.”
In the midst of it all, one of the vital issues in the investigation of
Trump’s campaign is the release of the hacked Democratic National
Committee emails.
“A lot of people have asked me about whether Mr. Trump knew about
the release of the hacked Democratic National Committee emails ahead
of time. The answer is yes.”
Trump’s longtime advisor and friend Roger Stone, who was arrested
on multiple charges in a federal indictment that outlined efforts by
Trump’s 2016 campaign, is accused of knowing WikiLeaks release of
hacked Democratic Party emails ahead of time.
Cohen said, “Mr. Trump knew from Roger Stone in advance about
the WikiLeaks drop of emails”, as he had heard their conversation.
Cohen also provided the Committee with a copy of the $130,000 wire
transfer from him to Stephanie Clifford’s attorney during the closing
days of the presidential campaign that was demanded by Clifford to
maintain her silence about her affair with Trump.
The 39-year-old Stephanie Clifford, better known as Stormy Daniels, is an adult film actress, who met the future president at American
Century Championship, a celebrity golf tournament in Lake Tahoe,
Nevada, in July 2006 and allegedly had an affair with Trump.
This is while Trump, who married his third wife Melania in 2005
denies the affair.
Daniels says her relationship with Trump lasted till 2007 when the
two met again at Trump’s private bungalow at the Beverly Hills Hotel
in Los Angeles. She claims their relationship was no longer a secret and
Trump used to talk to others before her.
She says out of fear for her life and her daughter’s, 11 days prior
to the 2016 election, she decided to accept a $130,000 hush money
payment from Cohen to maintain her silence about her affair with
Trump.
In his first reaction to his former lawyer’s testimony, Trump twitted,
Michael Cohen is lying to Congress to get a reduced prison sentence.
While in Hanoi, Vietnam for a summit, Trump called his ex-lawyer’s
testimony “shameful” and “fake”.
Trump said while Cohen “lied a lot,” he was “impressed” by one thing:
“He said no collusion with the Russian hoax … He said no collusion and
I was you know a little impressed by that frankly. He could have gone
all out. He only went about 95% instead of 100 %.”
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Trump’s second son Eric Trump lashed out the imminent congressional hearing and tweeted, “Michael was lobbying EVERYONE to be
‘Chief of Staff.’
Cohen testified before the House Oversight and Reform Committee
on Thursday too.
The audition sessions in congress are underway on Capitol Hill for
one reason only to disclose Russian interference in the Trump campaign
which swayed the election in favor of Trump. However, Cohen didn’t
give any information on that in his testimony the other day.
The Russian government has dismissed U.S. allegations of interference in the 2016 presidential election and considers it U.S. parties’
retaliation against Moscow.
Of course, it is likely that the report of Robert Mueller, who is current Special Counsel of the investigation into Russian interference in
the 2016 U.S. elections, gets postponed due to Cohen’s testimony and
Democrats’ pressure.
The allegations against Trump’s racism and immoral acts are not
serious threats for him at this point but can turn into a challenge and
for him during the 2020 campaign.
Interestingly, in his testimony Cohen said, “I fear if Trump loses
the 2020 presidential election, he won’t peacefully give up the White
House, and it won’t be a peaceful power transition.”
Many believe with Mueller’s reports Trump may have to resign from
presidency like former U.S. President Richard Nixon.
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A) Hall No.:316, 3thfloor, Foreign Procurement Dept.(DRILLING PROJECTS),
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No. IR350100004001114006376636) in name of ″NIDC saving account″ by the central bank of Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Apt in Niavaran
brand new, 6th floor, 230 sq.m
3 Bdrs., fully furn, terrace
sauna, indoor Jacuzzi
parking spot
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Triplex Villa in Zafaranieh
260 sq.m, 2 master rooms
2 rooms, modern design
fully furn, 60 sq.m teracce
parking spot, $6500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Zafaranieh
brand new, 1th floor, 135 sq.m
3 Bdrs., furn/unfurn, spj
storage, parking spot
Price negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Duplex Villa in Pasdaran
550 sq.m land, 630 sq.m built up, 4
Bdrs., unfurn, outdoor swimming
pool
renovated, parking spot
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Qeytarieh
2th floor, 164 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
furn, equipped kitchen
renovated, 2 parking spots
$1500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Triplex Villa in Jordan
1380 sq.m land, 2000 sq.m built
up, furn, outdoor swimming pool,
yard, parking spot
4-side entrances
Price Negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Jordan
almost new, 110 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, elevator
storage, parking spot, $1200
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Penthouse in Farmanieh
brand new, 10th floor, 630 sq.m 5
master rooms, unfurn, spj
gym, roof garden, 2 terraces
7 parking spots, $3500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Soheil
almost new, 5th floor, 190 sq.m 3
Bdrs., fully furn, balcony Jacuzzi,
elevator, storage
parking spot, $3000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in Niavaran
900 sq.m land, 1000 sq.m built up,
8 Bdrs., 7 bath rooms
3 kitchens, 3 big reception saloons
with one suit for servant, Jacuzzi,
swimming pool
outdoor / indoor parking spots
$12000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Office in North Shirazi
administrative office license
brand new, 6 floors, 6 apts
each apt 120 sq.m flat
5 parking spots
$12000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Nice Office in Mirdamad
3th floor, 90 sq.m, 1 Bdr., storage
parking spot
$700
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

TEHRAN TIMES

Iran’s Leading
International Daily
Advertising Dept

Tel:

021 - 430 51 450

PRIVATE PARKING LOT
Jahan Hotel (Exelsior) – Rahimzade Alley – Taleqani
Crossroads – Valiasr St. Tell: 6 6 4 7 6 8 5 5

Whole Building in Darous
2 floors, 700 sq.m land
one apt 330 sq.m with 4 Bdrs.
another duplex apt 300 sq.m with
5 Bdrs., furn, equipped kitchen
renovated, huge terrace
mountain view, parking spot
$6000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Whole Building in Mahmoodieh
5 floors, each floor one apt each
apt 170 sq.m with 3 Bdrs.
unfurn, spj, 8 parking spots
storage, elevator
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Office in Vanak Square
administrative office license
almost new, 6 floors, 6 apts
1000 sq.m flat, 4 lines elevator
roof top, cafe shop
10 parking spots
$40 per sq.m
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Soheil
500 sq.m land, 600 sq.m built up
8 Bdrs. , 6 bath rooms, unfurn
servant quarter, completely
renovated, 3 storages
12 parking spots
3-side entrances, $5500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Indian Restaurant

MARCH 2, 2019

Apt in Elahieh
1th floor, 97 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fire place, furn, elevator
storage, parking spot
$500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Mirdamad
6th floor, 86 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., fully
furn, elevator, parking spot
$800
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apartment in Dezashib
3th floor, 100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
furn, balcony, storage, parking
spot, good access to subway
$1300
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Duplex Villa in Zafaranieh
560 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., unfurn
swimming pool, Jaccuzi
Storage, parking spot
$6000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Elahieh
3th floor, 280 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
fully furn, terrace, spj, gym
parking spot
$2000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Zafaranieh
4th floor, 220 sq.m
3 Bdr., fully furn, spj
parking spot
$1600
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

FOR,40-YEARS VICTORY
WE HAVE 40,DAYS.
carpetiranzamin.com
SPICAL. OFFER. EVRY.
CARPET. ANY. SIZE 25.
P_SQ_M,,,6_M=150 USD,,,
12_M=300,,USD,, $,, MONY BACK
GARANTY PLEASE. VISIT OUR. WEB.
,,,WWW,CARPETIRANZAMIN,COM,,,
We Never Forget. You Have the Right to Choose
GIFT88876342
The Tehran Times new pocketsized glossary is now available on
the market. The reader-friendly is
a rich source of the most common
journalistic terminology collected
by the daily’s retired staff.
It can benefit a wide range of
tastes from students to professional
journalists. Persian equivalents have
been given for all entries, including
idioms and expressions. The glossary also includes example sentences for
entries the authors thought it would be a bit difficult to learn.
For more information contact:

Tel: 021 - 430 51 450
times1979@gmail.com
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Brain science
center for students
opens in Tehran
H E A L T H TEHRAN — “My Brain”,
d
e
s
k a center for students aim-

ing to promote scientific study of the brain,
was inaugurated in Book Garden, northern
Tehran, during a ceremony on Wednesday,
Mehr reported.
First Vice-President Es’haq Jahangiri;
the vice president for science and technology, Sourena Sattari; Science, Research and
Technology Minister Mansour Gholami; and
the advisor to the vice president for science
and technology, Kamal Kharrazi, attended
the event.
The center comprises five main halls intro-

Health data tools to rapidly
detect sepsis in newborns

ducing the structure of the brain, molecular
cell biology of brain, brain diseases, future
brains and cognitive sciences.
It is equipped with 19 tools including
sensory function, MRI simulation, cognitive games, transparent brain system, and
the history of brain cognition.
During the ceremony, Sattari called the
cognitive science as an interdisciplinary
field, which can have a great impact on future economy of Iran.
He expressed hope that the youth who
are interested in cognitive studies would be
encouraged by establishing such centers.

Growing up in a green area may help support mental health
According to recent studies, mental health problems have
been on the rise in the United States, with particular increases
in cases of anxiety and depression.
The reasons behind this worrying trend are as numerous
as they are complex, ranging from the evermore stressful
demands of modern-day life, such as being constantly “on
call” through email, phone, and social media, to environmental factors, such as pollution.
Researchers from around the world have been trying to
disentangle each of these risk factors, so as to get a better
idea of what changes are necessary to prevent mental health
problems from developing into an increasingly serious, society-wide issue.
Now, a new study from postdoctoral researcher Kristine Engemann and colleagues from Aarhus University
in Denmark has found a link between growing up in a
natural environment and enjoying better mental health
in adulthood.
Green spaces may safeguard our minds
In their research — the findings of which appear in PNAS
— they used satellite data from 1985 to 2013 to identify the
green spaces in close proximity to the childhood homes of
more than 900,000 Danes.
They then correlated these data with this population’s
risk of developing one out of 16 different mental health conditions throughout adulthood.
The researchers found that people who grow up surrounded by green areas have an up to 55 percent lower risk
of developing mental health problems as adults than others.
These results remained in place even after the team ad-
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justed for potentially modifying factors, including a person’s
socioeconomic status, their family history of mental health
problems, and migration from rural to urban areas.
“Our data is unique,” notes Engemann. “We have had the
opportunity to use a massive amount of data from Danish
registers of, among other things, residential location and
disease diagnoses and compare it with satellite images, revealing the extent of green space surrounding each individual
when growing up,” she explains.
The Danish study also reveals that the longer someone
spent surrounded by nature during their childhood — from
early infancy until the age of 10 years old — the more likely
they are to experience good mental health later in life.
“With our dataset, we show that the risk of developing
a mental disorder decreases incrementally the longer you
have been surrounded by green space from birth and up to
the age of 10. Green space throughout childhood is therefore
extremely important.”

Our cities must align with our mental needs
The researchers further argue that their findings suggest
city authorities should pay more attention to safeguarding
existing green spaces, and developing further green areas.
Previous research, note the investigators, has already
pointed out striking links between levels of air and noise
pollution in urban areas and a decline in mental health. They
argue that the current findings provide further evidence that
nature is an important ally in our pursuit of psychological
well-being.
“There is increasing evidence that the natural environment
plays a larger role for mental health than previously thought,”
says Engemann, adding that, “Our study is important in
giving us a better understanding of its importance across
the broader population.”
Since people across the globe are increasingly moving from
rural to urban areas in search of better life opportunities,
we need to pay special attention to how our cities align with
our psychological needs, the researchers of study stress.
According to recent data from the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 55 percent of the
world’s population lives in built-up areas, and this number
is likely to increase to 68 percent by 2050.
“The coupling between mental health and access to
green space in your local area is something that should be
considered even more in urban planning to ensure greener
and healthier cities and improve mental health of urban
residents in the future,” study coauthor Prof. Jens-Christian
Svenning also advises.
(Source: medicalnewstoday.com)

Automated programs can identify which sick infants in a neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU) have sepsis hours before clinicians
recognize the life-threatening condition. A team of data researchers and physician-scientists tested machine-learning models in
a NICU population, drawing only on routinely collected data
available in electronic health records (EHRs).
“Because early detection and rapid intervention is essential in
cases of sepsis, machine-learning tools like this offer the potential
to improve clinical outcomes in these infants,” said first author
Aaron J. Masino, PhD, who led the study team’s machine-learning
efforts. Masino is an assistant professor in the Department of
Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine and a member of the
Department of Biomedical and Health Informatics at Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). “Follow-up clinical studies will
allow researchers to evaluate how well such systems perform in
a hospital setting.”
The research team published its findings in the retrospective
case-control study Feb. 22 in PLOS ONE.
A major worldwide cause of infant mortality and morbidity,
sepsis begins with a bacterial invasion of the bloodstream. An
aggressive immune response can unfortunately cause a progression to septic shock, a severe systemic condition causing multiple
organs to fail, sometimes fatally. While relatively rare in healthy,
full-term infants, sepsis rates are 200 times higher in premature
or chronically hospitalized infants. Survivors of infant sepsis
may suffer long-term problems such as chronic lung disease,
neurodevelopmental disabilities, and prolonged hospital stays.
Rapid diagnosis of sepsis is often difficult in hospitalized
infants, due to ambiguous clinical signs and inaccuracies in
screening tests. Delays in recognizing sepsis cause delays in
intervention, including antibiotic treatment and supportive
care. However, unnecessary use of antibiotics carries its own
risks and increases antibiotic resistance, so a clear-cut early
diagnosis is important.
The current study aimed to develop a machine-learning
model able to recognize sepsis in NICU infants at least four
hours before clinical suspicion. “To our knowledge, this was
the first study to investigate machine learning to identify sepsis
before clinical recognition using only routinely collected EHR
data,” said Masino.
(Source: sciencedaily.com)
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Jordan

Elahiyeh

From 50 to 8000 sq.m available

Farmaniyeh,

Triplex-800 sq.m built up,1000

With all facilities in different

4-storey building,1000 sq.m,

sq.m land,Semi-furn,7

areas

4 Bdrs,fully
furn,260sq.m,spj,$3000
Elahiyeh Chenaran

Bdrs,spj,$9000

Nobody does it better

Fantastic 4 Bdrs,500 Sq.m, for
those seeking the best
Zaferaniyeh
Darous
2Bdrs,fully furn,3rd fl.,brand
new,100 sqm,lobby

Duplex, 4 Bdrs,unfurn,350

Apartment-villa
French-style

Niavaran
2000 sq.m land,green
garden,500 sq.m built up

3Bdrs,fully furn 360 sq.m.sp,
EURO 5000

area,indoor spj,4Bdrs,fully
furn,triplex,$15000

Valiasre-Bagheferdos
3 Bdrs,fully furn,brand
new,5th fl., 150 sq.m ,indoor

Darous

spj,$1900

1000 sq.m land,400 sq.m built

Mirdamad-Naft

up area, flat.4 Bdrs,spj.$7000

3 Bdrs.fully furn,5th fl.,200
sq.m, $ 2000

09121081212

Jordan

Close to Paladium Shopping
center

850 sq.m land,500 sq.m

3Bdrs,180 sq.m,fully

built up,5 Bdrs,spj,furn/

furn,lobby,sp,garden,$2000

unfurn,duplex,$7000

Jordan

Zaferaniyeh

100 sq.m,3

Triplex villa,800 sq.m,built

rooms,parking,brand new

up,1000 sq.m land,12

3rd fl.,$1700

rooms,$8500

Since: 1987

sq.m,spj,$8000

1600
Zaferaniyeh-Yekta,

Mr. Shahin

مالکین محرتم امالک مسکونی و اداری شام را
جهت اجاره به خارجی نیازمندیم

Tel: 22723121

tehranfirstchoice@gmail.com

We give service with a
difference…We care!
Long & Short term rentals
Purchase Properties
FURNISHED - UNFURNISHED
Villa-Apartment-OfficeBuilding

all facilities,$10000

Niavaran
Valiasre

Triplex villa,2000 sq.m

150 sq.m brand new, all

land,600 sq.m built up ,spj,all

facilities,5th fl.,$2300

facilities,$15000
Darous

Vozara

Duplex villa,600 sq.m built

250 sq.m,all facilities

up,1000 sq.m land ,all

8th fl.,,$4000

facilities,$8000
Other areas:

Mirdamad-Naft

Farmaniyeh

120 sq.m,6th fl., $1700

Aghdasiyeh
Shahrak Gharb

vanak

Shariati-Pasdaran
Valiasre

shariati

Tajrish

pasdaran

Jordan

shahrak gharb

Vanak

saadatabad

Arjantin
Zafar…

4000-3000-5000-4000-1000
sq.m,full,reasonable price

nice cases ready to move in.
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ICT development leads to
voluntary return to villages:
minister
TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN — Development of information
d
e
s
k and communication technology (ICT) in
villages has improved job creation and quality of life and
has led to a halt in migration from villages to cities and even
to voluntary return from cities to villages, ICT Minister
Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi has said.
IT is the knowledge of young generation and most of young
people active in this field, he added, IRNA reported.
The IT also provides the
facility for gender equality in
working place and startups
create with innovation, which
is not gender bound, he said.
He pointed to the important role of internet coverage
in Kalporgan village in Sistan-Baluchestan province
which is renowned for its
pottery.
The women of the village
who create hand-made pottery do not have good income,
hence their families decided
to leave their homeland, he lamented.
However the ICT Ministry provided internet coverage for
the village and dispatched a group of experts to teach the rural
women about using cellphone, internet and social networks
for marketing their handicraft, he explained.
Today Kalporgan women sell their handicraft via internet
and post them to their customers across Iran which, lead
to increasing life quality and halt their migration to the
cities, he lauded.
He named another Iranian village Khorashad in South
Khorasan province, in which, rural women weave special
kind of cotton towels.
With ICT coverage the average income of the families increased four times, he said.
According to a report released by the Measuring Information
Society of Iran at the Information Technology Organization
in January 2019, 64 percent of Iranians above six years are
internet users.
A survey was conducted at urban and rural areas during
winter season of the Iranian calendar year 1396 (ended March
20, 2018) by the Statistical Center of Iran.
According to the survey, the internet user is defined as someone who has used internet during the past three months and
by this definition 46,315,545 people are internet users in Iran.
According to the report, 72.8 percent of Iranian families have
access to the internet, which means that 17,936,000 families
benefit from internet nationwide.
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Apple’s enterprise program block is
not limited to Iran: official
1
Apple blocks the enterprise programs due to copyright infringe and violating privacy policy.
The app develops in Iran are seeking
for another method to provide Apple
users with Iranian applications, he
said.
However it is believed that the Apple
enterprise program block in Iran is the
result of the essay by Nariman Gharib
the presenter at the UK-based Manoto
TV channel, which is officially viewed
as an enemy of the Islamic Revolution.
In his essay, which appeared on February 1,2019 on medium.com, he provides a list of Iranian banks, which use
the iOS developer enterprise certificate
program in Iran.
Apple does not have an App Store in
Iran, but Iranian developers have created
several apps for sale in other domestically
developed App Stores, and iPhones are
routinely smuggled in to the country,
despite an official ban on their sale.
However, Information and Telecommunication Minister Mohammad Javad
Azari Jahromi announced in August 2017
that Apple holds 11 percent share of the
Iranian cellphone market.
Apple removed Snapp, a ride-hailing
app similar to Uber that is popular in Iran,
from its app stores in August 2017. That
followed the removal of apps for food
delivery, shopping and other services.
In a message to Iranian developers
whose apps were affected by the ban,

Apple does not have an App Store in Iran,
but Iranian developers have created
several apps for sale in other domestically
developed App Stores, and iPhones are
routinely smuggled in to the country,
despite an official ban on their sale.
Apple said, “Under the U.S. sanctions
regulations, the App Store cannot host,
distribute or do business with apps or
developers connected to certain U.S.
embargoed countries.”
The takedown appears to be an expansion of efforts to restrict Iranian titles that

offer in-app transactions, AppleInsider, the news website for Apple products
published.
According to the AppleInsider, the
company has in the past banned certain
apps created by Iranian developers in
reaction to U.S. sanctions against that

country; this most recently happened
August 2017. Those sanctions forbid Apple from selling hardware or distributing
software in Iran.
Apple bans Google internal
iOS apps
According to The Verge, Apple shut
down Google’s ability to distribute its
internal iOS apps on January 31, 2019.
A person familiar with the situation told
The Verge that early versions of Google Maps, Hangouts, Gmail, and other
pre-release beta apps stopped working
alongside employee-only apps like a Gbus
app for transportation and Google’s internal cafe app.
The block came after Google was
found to be in violation of Apple’s app
distribution policy, and followed a similar
shutdown that was issued to Facebook
in late January.
Apple is clearly sticking to its rules
and applying them equally to Facebook,
Google, and likely many other companies
that get caught breaking Apple’s rules
in the future.
There’s growing evidence that a number of companies are using Apple’s enterprise program to distribute apps to
consumers. iOS developer Alex Fajkowski
has discovered that Amazon, DoorDash,
and Sonos all distribute beta versions of
their apps to non-employees. Apple may
be forced to take action against these apps,
or to even revamp its entire enterprise
program in the future.

Pardis Technology Park to establish
second branch in Tehran

Amirkabir University hosts Intl. robotic
and artificial intelligence contest

TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN – The
d
e
s
k second branch of
Pardis Technology Park will be
launched in the beginning of the
Iranian new year, which starts on
March 21,2018 in Tehran, Mehr reported on Wednesday.
In September 2018, Pardis Technology Park launched its first branch
under the title of Azadi Innovation
Factory in Iran’s capital.
Named Highway innovation factory, the venue is now under construction, the managing director of Azadi
innovation company Mehdi Azimian
announced.
The factory accommodate working
office of 500 personnel and about
15 startup teams have already begin
their activities at the place, he said.
However no venture capital, ac-

TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN – The
d
e
s
k robotic teams from 15
countries attend the Amikabir International
Robotic and Artificial Intelligence Contest
(AUTCUP 2019) from March 1 to 4 at the
Amirkabir University of Technology.
A total of 542 teams from Russia, Australia, Taiwan, China, Germany, South
Korea, Brazil, Mexico, Italy, Canada, Indonesia, Turkey, Afghanistan, Lithonia
and Iran compete at the event.
The Amirkabir University of Technology
and Iranian FIRA National Committee
with the aim of contributing this important
role will hold the Amirkabir Robotic and
Artificial Intelligence competitions (IRAN
FIRA Open Competition) in collaboration
with the International Federation of Robot
Sports Association (FIRA) in March 2019.
The contest holds leagues on artificial
intelligence, FIRA Sport, FIRA Challenge,

The controversial tech used
to predict problems before
they happen
At least 53 councils are using computer models to detect problems
before they happen, according to new research by Cardiff University and Sky News, which shows the scale of the controversial
technology in UK public services.
So-called predictive algorithms are being used by councils
for everything from traffic management to benefits sanctions.
The real figures could be much higher, as not every local
authority responded fully to freedom of information requests.
Its Bristol Integrated Analytics Hub takes in data such as
benefits, school attendance, crime, homelessness, teenage pregnancy and mental health from 54,000 local families to predict
which children could suffer from domestic violence, sexual abuse
or go missing.
Gary Davies, head of early intervention and targeted services
at Bristol City Council, told Sky News that the system worked
by comparing the data of at-risk children to children who have
gone missing several times.
Amazon uses a predictive algorithm to suggest items to buy,
based on a customer’s previous purchases and viewing history.
Facebook’s suggested friends feature predicts who users might
know but aren’t connected with online.
Sky’s Rowland Manthorpe explains how services like Amazon, Facebook and Google use your history to shape your future.
Comparing the Bristol algorithm to Google’s similar personalised search function, Mr Davies made it clear that the computer
was not deciding which children would receive social care.
“What it isn’t doing is saying computer says yes or no,” he
told Sky News. “It’s not making decisions about you or your life.”
Other public services echoed this view. Kent Police, which
recently introduced a predictive algorithm to help decide which
cases to follow up with further investigation, told Sky News that
the system was only used to advise police officers.
The algorithm, called EBIT, is used to analyses a third of all
crime in Kent.
Before Kent Police began using EBIT, it pursued around 75%
of cases. Now, it investigates 40% - although Kent Police stresses
that it is 98% accurate.
However, data protection campaigners challenged whether,
in practice, council workers would be able to ignore the recommendation of an officially sanctioned algorithm.
Jen Persson, founder of privacy non-profit Digital Defend
Me, said that algorithmic systems were extremely influential,
even if they didn’t take the actual decision.
“People have a tendency to trust the computer,” Persson said.
“Whilst it’s advertised as being able to help you make a decision,
in reality it replaces the human decision. You have that faith in
the computer that it will always be right.”
Joanna Redden, co-director of Cardiff University’s data justice
lab, which conducted the study, warned that there was hardly
any oversight in this area.
14 police forces are using the tech when looking at what crime
to concentrate on
“Some of these systems come with a range of risks and can
harm individuals but also society more generally by increasing
unfairness and inequality.
“Despite this, these systems are being introduced without
public consultation and without efforts to measure what the effects
of these systems might be on those who get caught up in them.
“At a most basic level government bodies should be providing
lists of where these systems are being introduced, how they are
being used and how citizen data is being shared.”
(Source: Sky News)

celerator centers and banks has established at the place, he lamented.
There is no limitation for the fields
of startups which want to establish
their office at the factory, he said.
Sponsored by the vice presidency
for science and technology, the factory
provides an opportunity for startups to benefit from synergy as well
as benefiting from services provided
by mentors, he said.
The member startups can benefit
from some priorities of the Pardis
Technology Park as well, he said.
Pardis Technology Park (PTP)
is affiliated to vice presidency for
science and technology and pursuing
the goals of commercialization of the
research results and, establishing
sustainable ties between university
and industry.

FIRA Drone, FIRA Youth and Demonstration.
The contest is held on the theme of
research, skill and entrepreneurship in
order to empower the concept of knowledge economy.
The event aims to take the spirit of
science and technology to the young
generation and laymen, promote the
development of autonomous multi-agent
robotic system that can cooperate with
each other and to contribute to the stateof-the-art technology improvement in this
specialized field, bring together skilled
researchers and students from different
backgrounds such as robotics, sensor fusion, intelligent control, communication,
image processing, mechatronics, computer technology, artificial life, etc. into
a new and growing interdisciplinary field
of intelligent autonomous soccer-robots
to play the game of soccer.

Iran, Armenia, Qatar to set up south-north data transit route

TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN — Iran’s Telecommunication
d
e
s
k Infrastructure Company and companies
from Armenia and Qatar signed a tripartite agreement for
transit of data from Persian Gulf to the Europe during a
meeting in Tehran on Wednesday, IRNA reported.
The agreement was signed on the sidelines of the meeting
of Iran’s Information and Telecommunication Technology
(ICT) Minister Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi and Armenian First Deputy Minister of Transport, Communication
and Information Technologies Hakob Arshakyan in Tehran.
During the meeting, Azari Jahromi pointed to ICT cooperation between the two countries during past years.
Cyber security, solving frequency disturbance in Iran-Armenia border and development of ICT products export and
digital economy were discussed during the meeting.
Azari Jahromi announced that the two sides will sign
an agreement in the field of ICT cooperation in his future
trip to Armenia.
Iran and Armenia have already begun their cooperation
in ICT and now they are waiting for other countries to join,

Representatives from Qatar (r), Iran (c) and Armenia (l)
exchange documents of the agreement in the presence of
Azari Jahromi (standing r) and Arshakyan

Arshakyan said.
He highlighted safeguarding from cyber-attacks and
ICT infrastructure as the two main fields in which the two
countries can boost cooperation.
Iran as data transit hub
In June 2017, Iran offered services to India through several
international Internet Exchange Points (IXPs) for transit of data.
Having seven IXPs with the potential to offer international Internet transit services to neighboring countries,
Iran is seeking to become a data service hub in the region
to improve revenue in the technology sector and reduce
dependency on oil exports.
An IXP is a physical infrastructure through which Internet service providers exchange Internet traffic between
their networks.
Iran is already providing its western neighbor Iraq with
data services through an IXP center in Khuzestan Province,
which operates as an Internet transit hub. The center enables Iraqis to connect to the World Wide Web using Iran’s
communications infrastructure.

Demand for blockchain engineers is ‘through the roof ’
A new jobs report shows software engineers with blockchain skills are in higher
demand than at any time in the past, and
the number of positions has grown more
than fivefold in the past year.
There’s been a 517% increase in
demand for software engineers with
blockchain development skills in the
past year, according to a new report
from job search site Hired.
In its first-ever analysis of only software engineering jobs, Hired found

blockchain development skills ranked
in the top three job openings in almost
every global region. Blockchain engineers
were followed by security engineers and
embedded engineers, which saw 132% and
76% year-over-year growth, respectively.
Mehul Patel, CEO of Hired, said the
growth in demand for blockchain skills
has gone “through the roof” and tops
anything he’s ever seen.
“It’s staggering growth,” Patel said.
San Francisco-based Hired culled

its data from the resumes of more than
100,000 job seekers and job postings
from more than 10,000 companies that
use the website.
Salaries for software developers with
blockchain skills are as high as $157,000
in the U.S., according to the report. Outside the U.S., salaries drop significantly, but that is to be expected, as pay for
software engineers in general is lower
in other regions, Patel said.
In London, for example, software engi-

neers with blockchain development skills
earn as much as $90,000; in Toronto
they earn up to $75,000; and in Paris,
$67,000, according to Hired’s report.
Hired’s data is not far off that of other
recent job reports. For example, job market
research firm Burning Glass Technologies
in December reported that blockchain developer job openings had grown 316% in the
past year – creating 12,006 job openings
in the U.S. alone.
(Source: computerworld.com)
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2018’s biggest volcanic eruption injected
400,000 tons of sulfur dioxide, scientist says
The Manaro Voui volcano on the island of
Ambae in the nation of Vanuatu in the South
Pacific Ocean made the 2018 record books.
A NASA-NOAA satellite confirmed Manaro
Voui had the largest eruption of sulfur dioxide that year.
The volcano injected 400,000 tons of
sulfur dioxide into the upper troposphere
and stratosphere during its most active phase
in July, and a total of 600,000 tons in 2018.
That’s three times the amount released from
all combined worldwide eruptions in 2017.
During a series of eruptions at Ambae in
2018, volcanic ash also blackened the sky,
buried crops and destroyed homes, and acid
rain turned the rainwater, the island’s main
source of drinking water, cloudy and “metallic, like sour lemon juice,” said New Zealand
volcanologist Brad Scott. Over the course of
the year, the island’s entire population of
11,000 was forced to evacuate.
At the Ambae volcano’s peak eruption in
July, measurements showed the results of
a powerful burst of energy that pushed gas
and ash to the upper part of the troposphere
and into the stratosphere, at an altitude of
10.5 miles.
Sulfur dioxide is short-lived
Sulfur dioxide is short-lived in the atmosphere, but once it penetrates into the
stratosphere, where it combines with water
vapor to convert to sulfuric acid aerosols, it

can last much longer — for weeks, months
or even years, depending on the altitude
and latitude of injection, said Simon Carn,
professor of volcanology at Michigan Tech.
In extreme cases, like the 1991 eruption
of Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines, these
tiny aerosol particles can scatter so much

sunlight that they cool the Earth’s surface
below.
Hawaii’s Kilauea and the Sierra Negra
volcano in the Galapagos are shown on the
same day. The plot below shows the July-August spike in emissions from Ambae.
“With the Kilauea and Galapagos erup-

In extreme cases, like the 1991 eruption of
Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines, these tiny
aerosol particles can scatter so much sunlight
that they cool the Earth’s surface below.

tions, you had continuous emissions of sulfur
dioxide over time, but the Ambae eruption
was more explosive,” said Simon Carn, professor of volcanology at Michigan Tech. “You
can see a giant pulse in late July, and then
it disperses.”
Ultraviolet sensors
The OMPS nadir mapper instruments
on the Suomi-NPP and NOAA-20 satellites
contain hyperspectral ultraviolet sensors,
which map volcanic clouds and measure
sulfur dioxide emissions by observing reflected sunlight.
Sulfur dioxide (SO2) and other gases like
ozone each have their own spectral absorption
signature, their unique fingerprint. OMPS
measures these signatures, which are then
converted, using complicated algorithms,
into the number of SO2 gas molecules in
an atmospheric column.
These maps, which are produced within
three hours of the satellite’s overpass, are
used at volcanic ash advisory centers to predict the movement of volcanic clouds and
reroute aircraft, when needed.
Mount Pinatubo’s violent eruption injected about 15 million tons of sulfur dioxide
into the stratosphere. The resulting sulfuric
acid aerosols remained in the stratosphere
for about two years, and cooled the Earth’s
surface by a range of 1 to 2 degrees Fahrenheit.
(Source: phys.org)

Asian elephants are losing ground fast,
new study suggests

In singing mice, scientists find clue
to our own rapid conversations

Protecting and expanding suitable habitats
for wildlife is key to the conservation of
endangered species, but owing to climate
and land use change the ideal habitats of
today may not be fitting in 30 or 50 years.
An international team of scientists therefore
predicted range shifts of Asian elephants in
India and Nepal using species distribution
models based on distribution data for the
elephants and climate projections.
While a few regions in the north and
northeast of the subcontinent may provide
more suitable habitats in the future, overall
a heavy loss is probable in all scenarios. The
complex effects of environmental change
on the distribution of the elephants is elucidated in a paper published in the Journal
Diversity and Distributions.
It is well known that climate change,
land use change, changes in water cycles,
and other influencing factors will cause
redistribution of species -- directly or indirectly. The details of these processes are
very complex, however, as effects of global
change is manifested very differently on
a local scale.
Human pressures
In a massive effort, scientists from Spain,
India, Nepal, Myanmar, Italy, and Germany worked together in order to assess the
combined effects of human pressures and
climate change on Asian elephants’ distribution, embedded in the human-dominated
landscapes in India and Nepal.
“We compiled a large database of more
than four thousand elephant occurrences
and a large geodatabase of environmental
predictor variables covering India and Nepal
for this study,” explains Surendra P. Goyal
(Wildlife Institute of India).
In a first step, this allowed the scientists
to predict the current spatial distribution
of Asian elephants as a function of environmental variables. “In addition to ongoing
human-induced disturbance, especially
in the form of land-use change, elephant
distribution is influenced by complex local
scale interactions among precipitation and
temperature, complicated by seasonal monsoon in this region,” explains lead author
Rajapandian Kanagaraj from the National
Museum of Natural Sciences (MNCN) in

Studying the songs of mice from the cloud
forests of Costa Rica, researchers from New
York University School of Medicine and
The University of Texas at Austin have
identified a brain circuit that might enable
the high-speed back and forth of human
conversation. This insight, published online
today in the journal Science, could help
researchers better understand the causes
of speech disorders and point the way to
new treatments.
When two male Alston’s singing mice
meet -- one on his home turf and the other
from outside -- they sing a kind of duet like
two opera performers staking their claim
on territory or vying for the attention of a
maiden. But the outsider, called a recruit,
starts singing only when the resident male
has finished his song and then immediately
stops if the resident starts up again.
The “recruit is asserting that he’s there,
and he’s going to be competing with the
resident,” said Steven Phelps, study co-author, professor of integrative biology and
director of the Center for Brain, Behavior
and Evolution at UT Austin.
Like the humans
This rapid alternation, called vocal
turn-taking, is somewhat like two humans
having a conversation. Standard laboratory mice don’t appear to have these kinds
of vocal exchanges. Thus, the new study
represents a novel mammalian model to
examine brain mechanisms behind the
sub-second precision of vocal turn-taking.
“Neuroscientists have traditionally focused on a small number of model organisms
to better understand the human brain,” said
Phelps, who pioneered the study of singing
mice as a model for the neuroscience of
communication and social behavior in 2002.
“This study shows that scientists can gain
new and exciting insights by tapping into
the enormous wealth of natural diversity
among animals.”
The study found that, along with brain
areas that tell muscles to create notes, separate circuits in the motor cortex enable the
fast starts and stops that form a conversation
between vocal partners.
“Our work directly demonstrates that
a brain region called the motor cortex is

Madrid (Spain). The scientists estimated
that around 256 thousand square kilometres of habitat are suitable for elephants
in India and Nepal.
In a second step the effects of climate
changes were included into the distribution
model to predict future elephant distributions and possible range shifts. Relying
on climate and land use data projections
for 2050 and 2070, different scenarios
were calculated.
The existing threats
All scenarios strongly indicate that the
interaction between climate change and
land use will compound existing threats to
the elephant. “We anticipate that elephant
range would likely shift towards higher
elevations in the Himalayas, and along
a gradient of water availability, instead
of a simple unidirectional range shift
towards higher elevations and latitudes
typically expected when temperature is
the principal factor,” explains Miguel
B. Araújo, expert on climate change
and biodiversity at MNCN, Madrid, in
whose lab this collaborative study was
undertaken.
In a scenario where only climate change
is included, the loss of potential habitat is
more moderate, but still substantial with
a 17.1 percent loss in one scenario in 2070.
The “negative effect is especially severe
in the human-dominated landscapes in
eastern and southern India,” say Priya
Davidar and Jean-Philippe Puyravaud
(Sigur Nature Trust, India). Gain in
potential habitat is indicated in northern
and northeastern habitats particularly
along the valleys in the Himalayan foothills.
(Source: sciencedaily.com)

Typically frigid waters
Basically, researchers looked at over 200
stocks of fish and found that nine of them
actually had an average of 4 percent increase
in production. These, however, are in typically
frigid waters that are becoming warmer and
more suitable for fish. For instance, in Lab-

rador and Newfoundland in Canada, there
was a 14 percent increase since 1930, and
it might even get better.
Further, Greenland halibut productivity
might even increase by 51 percent with every
degree Celsius of warming.
On the other hand, in places such as Japan

New study says 99.9999
percent chance humans are
causing climate change
A new study from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL)
in California says there can no longer be any doubt that humans are
responsible for climate change. Technically, there is a tiny amount
of doubt, but the scientists cite statistical analysis showing 99.9999
percent confidence that we’re to blame. This so-called “gold standard”
is as close to a guarantee as you’ll get in scientific analysis.
Climate change deniers have gone through various stages of
disinformation in an attempt to cast doubt on the scientific consensus. In past years, they denied that global temperatures were
increasing at all. As the evidence for that became incontrovertible
(the last four years have been the hottest on record), they’ve shifted
tactics to claim global temperature increases are part of a natural
cycle and have nothing to do with human activity.
Virtually all scientists agree that global warming is a direct result
of human activity. As we take fossil fuels out of the ground to produce
energy that carbon ends up in the atmosphere where it bottles up
heat. The team at LLNL looked at satellite data from the past 40
years to connect human activity to the increase in temperatures.
There are three major climate data sets used by researchers, and
the new study evaluated all three. The team says the likelihood of
human’s driving climate change has reached five sigma level, which
means there’s only a one in a million chance the conclusion is wrong.
That’s the same statistical standard used to confirm the discovery
of the Higgs boson in 2012.
Based on the historical data, two of the three climate data sets
reached five sigma certainty in 2005, and the third more conservative
data set hit that level in 2016. Therefore, any alternative explanations for climate change have gotten considerably less likely in the
past few decades. The new paper doesn’t pull any punches with its
conclusion, warning that “Humanity cannot afford to ignore such
clear signals.”
Currently, about 62 percent of Americans accept that climate
change is linked to human actions. That’s lower than other countries
but higher than US polls in years past. As recently as 2013, only 47
percent of Americans believed humans were responsible for global
warming.
(Source: extremetech.com)

Newfound ‘FarFarOut’ is
most distant Solar System
body ever seen

needed for both these mice and for humans
to vocally interact,” said senior study author
Michael Long, an associate professor of
neuroscience at NYU School of Medicine.
“By segregating sound production and
control circuits, evolution has equipped the
brains of singing mice with the tight vocal
control also seen in cricket exchanges, bird
duets, and possibly, human discussion,”
added study co-first author Arkarup Banerjee, a postdoctoral scholar in Long’s lab.
Natural world
Despite the ubiquity of vocal exchanges
in the natural world, Banerjee said, there
were previously no suitable mammalian
models in neuroscience for their study.
Moving forward, the researchers are
already using their mouse model to guide
related exploration of speech circuits in
human brains. By understanding the activity that helps to engage two brains in
conversation, they can look for the processes
that go awry when disease interferes with
communication, potentially spurring the
development of new treatments for many
disorders.
“We need to understand how our brains
generate verbal replies instantly using nearly a hundred muscles if we are to design
new treatments for the many Americans for
whom this process has failed, often because
of diseases such as autism or traumatic
events like stroke,” said the researcher.
Past work by Phelps and his team at UT
Austin showed that in addition to attracting
mates and repelling rival males of the same
species, the calls of the males of one species
of singing mice repels males of a similar
but smaller species.
(Source: eurekalert.org)

Earth’s fish population falling due to warming oceans: study
As cold-blooded creatures, fish mirror the
temperatures of the waters they are living
in. When the water is too warm, some of
the enzymes they use are rendered less
efficient.
Sea temperatures are on the rise worldwide, and even fish are experiencing its effects. Evidently, warming water is causing
a reduction in fisheries production in the
last eight decades.
Fish are cold-blooded animals, which
means that they mirror the temperature of
the water they are living in. Unfortunately,
when the waters get too warm, this alters
the enzymes they use for digestion and other functions, rendering them less efficient
and thereby affecting their reproduction
and growth. What’s more, warmer waters
also cause stress on fish because it contains
less oxygen.
To study just how much climate change
has impacted fisheries around the world,
researchers created a model of how fish
respond to rising temperatures using a database that represents about a third of all
fish caught worldwide.
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and northern Europe, there are 19 stocks
that saw an average of 8 percent decrease
in production, and are expected to decrease
even further by 54 percent with every degree
of warming.
Taking the increases and decreases together, the researchers found a 4 percent
lower overall maximum sustainable yield
in 235 fish stocks compared to 1930.
While this may seem like a small number,
it represents a 1.4 million ton decrease in
fish production that many people rely on
for their livelihood.
Researchers surmise that this may even
be an underestimate because there was little
data from the tropics where the effects of
rising sea temperature are likely more felt.
In addition, the supposed positive effects
of increase in fish production in previously
frigid waters are not expected to last, given the expected amount of warming in the
coming century.
As such, responsible management of fisheries is all the more important in helping the
fish to adapt to climate change.
(Source: techtimes.com)

Astronomers just found an object that lies 140 astronomical units
(AU) from the sun. That’s 140 times the Earth-sun distance, which
is about 93 million miles (150 million kilometers). In case you want
some more perspective: Pluto orbits the sun at an average distance
of about 39.5 AU.
Indeed, Sheppard announced the detection during that talk; it
has yet to be peer-reviewed, or even written up as a paper. Sheppard
said he spotted the object, dubbed FarFarOut, just the previous
night, as he was going over telescopic imagery collected in January
of the outer Solar System.
That was good use of a snow day: Sheppard’s talk had been scheduled to take place on February 20 but was pushed back because of
bad weather.
Sheppard and his team don’t know much about FarFarOut.
They just spotted it, after all, and haven’t gathered enough data
to work out its orbit or calculate a size estimate. They plan to keep
observing FarFarOut to collect
such information, but doing so
may be tough.
The newfound body’s nickname is a nod to Farout, the
previous distance record holder,
whose discovery Sheppard and
his colleagues announced in December. Farout, officially known
as 2018 VG18, currently lies about
120 AU from the sun. The object
is thought to be a dwarf planet
that takes about 1,000 years to
complete one lap around our star.
The distance records we’re
talking about here are for objects’ current locations. There are many
bodies that get well beyond 140 AU at some point on their (often
highly elliptical) paths around the sun. The dwarf planet Sedna,
for example, gets more than 900 AU away. And the gigantic Oort
cloud, which begins at about 5,000 AU from the sun, likely contains
trillions of comets.
(Source: space.com)

The ‘mysterious tracks’ on the
bottom of Belize’s Blue Hole
have a simple explanation
As an unexplored legend of the deep, the Great Blue Hole in Belize
is said to hold deep-sea monsters and Maya mysteries.
The first expedition to the bottom has turned up neither of
those wonders, but what scientists and explorers have discovered
is fascinating - even though it is not, as several outlets have claimed,
an unexplained mystery.
In December 2018, after diving 125 meters (410 feet) to the
very bottom in a specially equipped submarine, the team noticed
something strange. There, on the sand, were a set of tracks.
While it might be fun to imagine, the owner of these prints is
not some monster of the deep lurking just out of sight. As it turns
out, the truth is a less mysterious and more heartbreaking.
It’s true that the tracks are a sign of life, but it’s not flourishing
life. Instead, they are remains of living things struggling to survive
after ending up at the bottom of the world’s largest sinkhole where
the water is anoxic - it doesn’t contain enough oxygen.
In a recent blog post, the chief submarine pilot on the expedition
Erika Bergman explains that it’s not uncommon for conches to
accidentally fall over the edge of the blue hole. Unable to crawl up
the steep walls once again, these creatures inevitably suffocate,
leading to what she describes as “conch graveyards.”
“We can see each conch with little tracks back up the hill trying to
escape, then a slide mark where it slid back down after presumably
being asphyxiated in the anoxic environment,” writes Bergman.
“So much sand billows down the steep rim of the hole at this
location that fallen conch must be getting covered up quickly, so
the sheer number of visible shells is a pretty good indicator that
the conch population is healthy – it’s slightly morbid but describes
something positive.”
The expedition was made in December of last year, and the
team included not only Bergman, but billionaire Richard Branson
and Fabien Cousteau, the grandson of explorer Jacques Cousteau.
(Source: sciencealert.com)
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5 steps to conflict resolution
in the workplace
Conflicts in the work place are incredibly stressful, because in
spite of stressful and tense situations, first and foremost you must
preserve your relationships with your colleagues. But conflict is
inevitable, and your relationships with co-workers and your ability
to rise within your employer and your profession are contingent
on how well you address and resolve conflicts. Here are five steps
you can take to help resolve office conflicts:

Never let the conflict escalate
If you let your conflict reach a full-blown argument you have
failed, because you have allowed emotions to dictate the conversation and not the substance of the conflict. If you sense tension
that a conflict may be brewing, address it immediately. Do not
ignore it, issues that are ignored are cultivated in silence, it is
better to handle conflict swiftly and directly.
It’s not about winning
It’s imperative to remember that when you are in a workplace conflict, you absolutely need to keep the right mindset. You
can not have a discussion with a co-worker and your goal be to
“win” a conflict or to prove your point if you want a satisfying
resolution. Not only will you just agitate your relationship but
creates a toxic and unproductive environment for addressing
conflict. Then there’s no room to find a resolution that satisfies
both sides, because there is no room for listening and considering
your colleagues. And if you do not want to listen to or consider
your colleague’s perspective, you need to ask yourself why you
are engaged in this argument.
Listen
People want to feel heard and understood. In his book, “How
To Win Friends And Influence People,” Dale Carnegie writes
again and again the importance of listening to other people,
not only to resolve conflict but to strengthen and enrich your
personal relationships.
“If you disagree with them you may be tempted to interrupt.
But don’t. It is dangerous. They won’t pay attention to you while
they still have a lot of ideas of their own crying for expression.
So listen patiently and with an open mind.”
Find common ground
After you have listened to the other person very carefully, not
interrupted them, asked follow up questions and understand
and empathize with their perspective, and more importantly,
your colleague feels you understand their perspective, you can
offer yours.
You should start with your common ground, and build trust
and credibility by showing them that you have more in common
than perhaps you both believed at the onset. Once you create that
foundation of respect, understanding and trust, you have the ideal
environment to discuss your differences, and perhaps propose
compromises now that you have a better understanding of each
other. You have now segued from the conflict phase to the solution phase of your conversation, which is where you want to be.
Apologize quickly, forgive quickly
If there was a miscommunication or you inadvertently offended
or hurt someone, do not hesitate to apologize. If you are receiving
the apology, and you can tell it is sincere, be quick to accept it and
move on. Prolonging conflict wastes time and energy, do not let
it be your time or energy. The conflict may not be resolved in one
meeting, but it’s progress if you establish common ground and
ease tension, the conditions of the negotiation have improved
and you are more likely to find a solution that satisfies everyone.
(Source: forbes.com)

Obesity and the ‘self-control’
brain area: What is the link?
New research suggests that there is a “reciprocal relationship”
between obesity and the brain’s prefrontal cortex — an area
scientists associate with self-control, among other functions.
Many people think obesity, overeating, or losing weight are
simply matters of willpower and self-control, a belief that has
contributed majorly to discrimination and weight stigma.
But more and more neuroscientific studies show that physiological reactions we are not even aware of, let alone have a say
over, regulate much of our appetite.
For instance, studies have suggested that upon entering a
restaurant, our brains are unconsciously responding to the surrounding food cues, causing us to eat more than we planned.
Moreover, a recent study has shown that a hormone called
asprosin controls “hunger” neurons in our brains. The hormone
“switches on” appetite-stimulating neurons while “silencing” the
activity of appetite-suppressing neurons.
New research has now looked deeper into the connection
between appetite, self-control, and the brain. Specifically, Cassandra Lowe, a BrainsCAN postdoctoral fellow at the Western
University in Ontario, Canada, led scientists who examined the
link between obesity and a brain area they typically associate
with self-control — the prefrontal cortex.
Lowe and colleagues wondered if there were individual variations in the structure and functionality of the prefrontal cortex
that might “predispose” someone to consuming too many “calorie-dense foods.” Conversely, they questioned if obesity leads
to changes in the structure and functionality of this brain area.
The role of the prefrontal cortex in obesity
As Lowe and colleagues explain in their work, in order to account
for obesity, existing neuroscientific studies have so far centered
on the reward-processing mechanisms and areas in the brain.
Namely, the “striatum, midbrain, amygdala, and orbitofrontal
cortex,” as well as the dopamine-releasing dorsal striatum have
been the focus of much research.
However, explain the authors of the latest review, the prefrontal cortex may be just as crucial. This area is important for
executive function, complex decision making, and planning future
actions; the area also acts as a “filter” that helps a person express
the appropriate response to a social situation.
(Source: Medical News Today)
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Why a robot won’t take your
job – but it may well share it
We hear a lot of scare stories about automation, particularly when it comes to the
workplace. Barely a week goes by without
someone claiming we’re all going to being
replaced by robots, with automation making
us redundant by the millions. It’s easy to see
why we – as employees and as businesses
– would panic.
But, in truth, artificial intelligence (AI)
in the workplace is more of a nuanced topic.
“AI tends to suffer from quite a polarized
narrative,” says Rob McCargow, director
of AI at PwC, a professional services consultancy. “On the one hand, it has been
somewhat overhyped in recent years as a
magical technology, which overstates its
current level of maturity. On the other hand,
the dystopian view of AI receives much more
traction than it deserves.”
McCargow admits that there are some
“very genuine concerns about the negative
impact that AI” could have on society, but
he’s keen to stress that by focusing on dystopian scenarios we risk missing the positive
benefits that it could bring.
So, what do the experts think? In one report
(pdf), Future Advocacy, a thinktank, estimates
that about 30% of jobs in the UK are at risk
of automation by the early 2030s. Deloitte
found in 2017 that 20% of HR and business
leaders were going to reduce the number of
jobs at their companies because of AI. At first
glance, things don’t look entirely positive.
“The economy is going to be hit by wave
after wave of automation over the coming
years,” says Olly Buston, CEO at Future Advocacy. “Economists of all persuasions more
or less agree on this.”
What economists disagree on, though, is
how many new jobs will be created to replace
those that are going to be lost. A recent report
by the World Economic Forum suggested that
while robots will displace 75m jobs globally
in the next 10 years, 133m new jobs could be
created because of automation. Similarly,

the McKinsey Global Institute reckons that
although between 400m and 800m jobs are
at risk, advances in AI and automation could
transform our working lives, creating new
roles and freeing people up to fill them.
“[Automation] makes businesses more
productive,” McCargow says. His view is
that it frees up employees to work on more
complex tasks. Time-intensive, repetitive or
dull jobs – such as data-entry and expense
reports – can easily be automated, leaving
human employees more time to attend to
matters that require insight, creativity or
imagination.
Buston agrees, but he emphasizes that
this transition will need to be carefully managed. “Although new technology creates great
wealth, it can also drive inequality,” he says.
“But there is a possible future path in which
technology creates great wealth and this wealth
is shared – with machines doing the more

Life expectancy levelling off – especially
for Irish women
Life expectancy in Ireland and other European countries may be plateauing after
decades of continuous improvement, new
research indicates.
For Irish women in particular, life expectancy has fallen slightly in some years,
especially ones with bad flu seasons, the
study by the OECD suggests.
The economic downturn in Ireland is
spared any blame for the slowdown seen
in recent years, despite previous research
which has shown a link between austerity
and deteriorating mental health, and rising
suicide rates.
The impact of economic downturns on
overall death rates is less consistent, according to the OECD research. Europe’s most
successful economies, such as Germany,
Sweden and The Netherlands, have experienced a greater slowdown in improvements
in life expectancy than Ireland and other
countries where austerity was most severe,
it points out.
Diseases of old age are major contributors
to the slowdown, it says. Improvements in
heart disease have slowed in many countries,
while pneumonia and the flu have claimed
excess lives in some winters, and deaths
from dementia and Alzheimer’s are rising.
In addition, rising drug deaths in some
countries, notably the United States and
the UK, have slowed and even reversed
decades of improvements in death rates
among adults.

Obesity and diabetes
Other factors considered in the report
are rising obesity and diabetes – despite
reduced smoking, alcohol, high blood pressure and cholesterol levels – and inequality.
Life expectancy in Ireland is still rising,
as this country continues to catch up on our
European neighbors. For men aged 65, it
grew 1.3 years in 2006-2011, and by 0.7
years in 2011-2016; for women, the increases
were one year and 0.2 years, respectively.
However, in 2014-2015, Irish men recorded no increase in life expectancy, while
for women it fell by 0.1 years.
This mirrored a trend across Europe in
2015, widely attributed to a flu outbreak
that hit older people hardest.
The slowdown in improvements in life
expectancy since 2011 has been greatest in
the U.S., where life expectancy has fallen
in recent years, and the UK, but France,
Germany, Sweden and The Netherlands
have also seen a sharp slowdown.
Looking ahead, the study says it is unclear whether the current slowdown is a
long-term trend or not, and whether the
excess deaths seen in some winters become
a regular feature given the ageing of the
population.
According to the Central Statistics Office,
the most recent figures for life expectancy
at birth are 78.4 years for men and 82.8
years for women.
(Source: The Irish Times)

boring and routine work, while people are
freed up to spend time on those creative and
social aspects of work and leisure. It will take
a big effort from government, businesses and
individuals to lift us up on to this positive
future path. But it is possible.”
Future Advocacy suggests that government intervention is an important piece of
the puzzle. Around the world we’ll need to
develop smart, targeted strategies to address
job displacement, taking into account how
automation will affect different geographical
areas. “Policies should also provide financial
and psychological support to the individuals
impacted and the communities they live
in,” Buston adds.
There are a number of things the private
sector can do to prepare for the change, too.
“Business leaders need to take action now
to help their employees reskill for the new
roles of the future,” McCargow says. “Change

is already happening, so planning for the
effects isn’t something that can be delayed.
Approaching automation in the right way
for your workforce is all about preparation –
understanding which tasks might be affected,
and proactively helping to redesign roles to
make the best use of technology and people’s
skills. In many fields, AI will augment rather
than automate human work, so being clear
and open with your workforce about the
difference is essential.”
On the ground, this preparation takes a
number of forms: training staff in new automated systems, giving them additional
training to cope with changing roles, and
educating them in the ways that automation
will affect the workforce. Being proactive is
key. This should, McCargow believes, make
automation easier both for employees and
for businesses themselves.
Sarah Clarke is a technical recruitment
manager who works in automation. She’s
positive about the changes to the workforce
that offloading to machines will bring, saying
that many of the businesses she works with
are keen not to replace existing staff with
automation or AI, but to train and upskill
them – a net positive for individuals, businesses and the economy.
Clarke also believes that the growth of
automation will create totally new job roles
within the sector itself – giving people the
perfect opportunity to find new careers.
“There’s a serious lack of talent in [the
automation] area,” she says. “So it’s an
ideal opportunity for people to move into
engineering or other areas – there are
so many jobs available for all manner
of skill levels.”
Clearly, automation is going to have a major
impact on economies and workforces. But
it’s up to us – as individuals, companies and
nations – to ensure the transition is carried
out with people, not just profits, in mind.
(Source: The Guardian)

Child poverty rate could be cut in half
in next decade
In light of the significant costs generated
by child poverty for the United States, a
new report from the National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
provides evidence-based policy and program
packages that could cut the child poverty
rate by as much as 50 percent while at
the same time increasing employment and
earnings among adults living in low-income families.
Child poverty costs for the U.S. range
between $800 billion and $1.1 trillion
annually, based on the estimated value
of reduced adult productivity, increased
costs of crime, and health expenditures
associated with children growing up in
poor families.
The committee found that more than
9.6 million children lived in families
with annual incomes below the poverty
line in 2015, based on the Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM). The 2015
poverty line for two-parent, two-child
families was about $26,000 for renters
and homeowners with a mortgage. That
same year, roughly 2.1 million children
lived in “deep poverty,” defined as having
family resources below half of the poverty
line. The highest rates of poverty and
deep poverty were found among Hispanic, African American, and American
Indian/Alaska Native families.
“This report shows that dramatic reductions in child poverty are within our grasp,

if we can only summon the political will
to seize them. Most Americans agree that
children should not suffer the devastating
effects of poverty. Now we need to agree
to do something about it,” said Currie, the
Henry Putnam Professor of Economics
and Public Affairs and co-director of the
Center for Health and Wellbeing, based
at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public
and International Affairs.
“The work of this remarkable committee
finds that good policy can significantly reduce childhood poverty, and that many good
policies are not being implemented. What
emerges from the report is a moral, social,
economic and political obligation to do a lot
more for poverty’s most innocent victims,”
said Shafir, the Class of 1987 Professor in
Behavioral Science and Public Policy and
professor of psychology and public affairs
at the Woodrow Wilson School.
Poor children develop weaker language, memory and self-regulation skills
than their peers. When they grow up, they
have lower earnings and income, are more
dependent on public assistance, have more
health problems and are more likely to
commit crimes.
Robust research evidence has shown
that low income itself, rather than other
conditions poor children face, is responsible for much of these negative impacts
on children’s development.
(Source: princeton.edu)

Empowering Samburu Women means taking a stand for
environmental rights

As the Samburu fight for control over natural resources,
Samburu women are demanding to be heard.
The Samburu, a pastoralist indigenous tribe from the
vast semi-arid and arid rangelands of Northern Kenya,
face many of the same challenges as other indigenous communities around the world. They have few opportunities
to influence or manage activities that affect their environment, and insufficient information and understanding of
their entitlements and rights when large development and
infrastructure projects come to do business on their lands.
But the women within that community have even greater
hurdles to overcome. When it comes to the management
of land and livestock, most Samburu women have little
power: they don’t own property and are excluded from
community meetings. They are among the many millions
of women who produce between 60 and 80 percent of
food in developing countries but own only 2 percent of
land worldwide. They are the disempowered among the
disadvantaged.
“[It is] difficult to imagine that a woman can own, can
access, can control … especially in pastoralist communities.
It is unheard of,” said Jane Meriwas, Executive Director,
Samburu Women’s Trust.
When women are poorly informed of their community entitlements and environmental rights, it has a big
impact on the wider community. Big infrastructure and
development projects often bring competition and conflict
within the community, and between the community and
government and businesses, over who gains, and how,

from natural resources.
Women and environmental governance
To address this problem, the Samburu Women’s Trust
empowers females from the community to participate in
decision-making and influence policies that affect the
Samburu. Training enables them to better understand
and defend their rights and to protect the community’s
economic, social and cultural interests. They provide
the women, literate and illiterate, with information on
their constitutional rights, and allows them to share their
views with the government. Very importantly, the Trust
transforms legalese principles into layman’s terms so that
the community can understand their rights and how to

protect them.
Thanks to all of this work the Samburu women are
now exercising their land rights—20 women and three
women’s groups own land where Jane Meriwas comes
from. There are even women’s groups talking to various
government offices including the County Government,
women caucuses in the County Assembly, the Governor’s
Office and the Office of the First Lady.
Meriwas says that the journey, however, is not easy.
Women who speak up are sometimes beaten, divorced,
intimidated and “given names”. She recalls one case of a
Woman Human Rights Defender from Marsabit County
who had to be sent to the Netherlands for three months
in the wake of threats made against her. The Trust, along
with other organizations such as the National Coalition
of Human Rights Defenders, provides Women Human
Rights Defenders with the information and resources to
protect themselves against harassment.
This case study is an interesting example of how defending a community and women’s rights can simultaneously
help to fulfill environmental rights. The Samburu tribe
is currently advocating for environmental rights such
as rights of access to information and natural resources,
public participation as well as community rights. Though
achieving this is difficult, confusing and dangerous, there
has been success: women have gained ownership over
land and livelihoods and there is more female influence
in Samburu natural resource management.
(Source: unenvironment.org)
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Russia, China veto U.S. push for
UN action on Venezuela
1

the sovereignty of Venezuela”.

Counter resolution

The council then voted on a rival Russian
draft that aimed to express support for a
political solution and back the Venezuelan
government as the primary coordinator of
international assistance efforts in the country.
The Russian text failed after only four
council members voted in favour of it. Four
abstained and the rest were against.
A council resolution needs nine votes
in favour and no vetoes by Russia, China, France, Britain or the U.S. to pass.
“We are seriously concerned about the
fact that today’s meeting may be exploited
as a step for preparations of a real, not humanitarian, intervention ... as a result of the
alleged inability of the Security Council to
resolve the situation in Venezuela,” Russian
UN Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia said after
the vote on the U.S. draft resolution.
U.S. President Donald Trump has said
all options are on the table in dealing with
Venezuela, although Abrams has denied
Russian accusations that Washington is

Backing Guaido

preparing to intervene militarily.
Ahead of the UNSC votes on Thursday,
French UN Ambassador Francois Delattre,

in support of the U.S.-drafted resolution,
said it “does not represent a legal basis for
a use of force, nor an attempt to undermine

The U.S. and dozens of other nations
have recognised Guaido as Venezuela’s legitimate president, but Maduro still controls
the military, state institutions and oil company Petroleos de Venezuela SA (PDVSA),
which provides 90 percent of the country’s
export revenue.
“The Venezuelan affairs should be decided
by the Venezuelan people,” China’s Deputy
UN Ambassador Wu Haitao said.
The U.S. targeted Venezuela’s government
with new sanctions on Monday and called
on allies to freeze the assets of state-owned
PDVSA after deadly violence blocked humanitarian aid from reaching the country
over the weekend.
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said
Washington is still working on plans to get
humanitarian aid delivered to Venezuela.
“If there are threats against peace, those threats
come from abroad,” Venezuela’s UN Ambassador
Samuel Moncada told the council on Thursday.
(Source: Al Jazeera)

UN rejects U.S. move to recognize Golan annexation by Israel

UN Special Envoy for Syria Geir O. Pedersen has underlined
Syria’s sovereignty over the Golan Heights, rejecting a U.S.
congressional motion to recognize Israel’s annexation of
the occupied territory.
“Obviously the Security Council is very clear that the
Golan is Syrian territory, and the first aspect of [Resolution]
2254 is of course the territorial integrity of Syria,” Pedersen
told reporters at a Security Council briefing on Syria held
on Thursday in New York.
He made the comments in response to a question regarding a bill introduced by Republican members of the U.S.
congress which seeks to recognize Syria’s Golan Heights
as Israeli territory.
The measure, brought by Senators Ted Cruz and Tom
Cotton as well as Representative Mike Gallagher, cites concerns about what the lawmakers call a “threat” posed by Iran.
“The United States has been committed for over 40
years to ensuring Israel’s security from attacks emanating
from across the Golan Heights,” the bill’s sponsors said
Wednesday.
Israeli officials have long pushed for U.S. recognition of
the Tel Aviv regime’s sovereignty claims over the territory,
which was seized from Syria in 1967.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu openly discussed the issue with both U.S. President Donald Trump
and Vice President Mike Pence during his visit to the White
House in 2017, urging them to recognize Israel’s sovereignty.
Netanyahu has stepped up his efforts over the past years,
using the presence of Iranian military advisers and Lebanese resistance movement Hezbollah’s fighters in Syria

as a scare tactic to convince U.S. leaders.
This comes as the United Nations has time and again
stressed Syria’s sovereignty over the occupied heights.
Back in December 2018, the majority of the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution urging
the Israeli regime to withdraw from the entirety of the
Syrian Golan Heights.
The resolution, titled The Syrian Golan, was adopted by
a record vote of 99 in favor, 10 against and 66 abstentions.
It declared that the Israeli controversial move to extend
its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied
mountainous plateau is null and void and called on Tel Aviv
to leave the strategically-important territory.
Later in the month, the General Assembly overwhelmingly voted in favor of a resolution on the permanent
sovereignty of Syria over natural resources of the Golan
Heights.
The resolution reaffirmed the inalienable rights of the
Syrians in the occupied Syrian Golan to sovereign over
its natural resources, including land, water and energy.
Earlier this week, UN chief Antonio Guterres unveiled a
report which accused Israel of burying radioactive nuclear
waste in the Golan Heights.
Guterres submitted the report - which is based on Syria’s
charges against Israel - to the UN Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) at the panel’s 40th session, which opened in
Geneva Monday and will run through March 22.
“The Syrian Arab Republic noted that Israel continued to
bury nuclear waste with radioactive content in 20 different
areas populated by Syrian citizens of the occupied Syrian

Golan, particularly in the vicinity of al-Sheikh Mountain,”
the report says.

ence’

’Syria to deal with foreign military pres-

At the United Nations, Syria’s Permanent Representative
Bashar al-Ja’afari told a Security Council session that U.S.,
French, British and Turkish forces must end their illegal
presence in the Arab country.
Ja’afari said hit out at hostile U.S. statements about
keeping part of its troops on the Syrian territory, saying
“Syria will deal with any foreign military presence, without
its acceptance, as an aggression.”
The White House announced last Thursday that around
400 American troops would remain in Syria on a “peacekeeping” mission despite President Donald Trump’s pledge to
fully withdraw from the country.
(Dource: Press TV)

After Saudi king’s letter, EU states move to block dirty-money list
The adoption of a European Union money-laundering blacklist, which includes
Saudi Arabia as well as Puerto Rico and
three other U.S. territories, is likely to
be blocked by EU states under a procedure launched on Thursday, two EU
sources said.
The potential blocking comes after Saudi Arabia’s King Salman sent
letters to all EU leaders urging them
to reconsider the inclusion of Riyadh
on the list, one of the letters seen by
Reuters showed.
For the list to be blocked, a majority
of 21 states is estimated to be necessary.
One EU official said that more than 20
countries, including Britain, France and
all the largest members, have already
declared their opposition to the listing.
“An overwhelming majority” of EU
states oppose the list, another official
said. A meeting of national experts in
Brussels on Friday is expected to clarify
each of the 28 EU states’ positions on the
matter, before a decision is formalized
in the next two weeks.

The listing of the Saudi kingdom “will
damage its reputation on the one hand
and it will create difficulties in trade and
investment flows between the Kingdom
and the European Union on the other,”
King Salman wrote.
Oil-exporting Saudi Arabia is a major
importer of EU weapons and goods.
One diplomat said Washington has also
pressured EU countries to scrap the list.
The U.S. Treasury Department said
when the list was approved by the European Commission that the listing process
was “flawed” and it rejected the inclusion
of the four U.S. territories of American
Samoa, U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico
and Guam.

‘Rolling out big guns’

The diplomat said the Saudi lobbying
had intensified at a summit earlier this
week of EU and Arab League leaders in
the Egyptian resort of Sharm el-Sheikh.
At that meeting, British Prime Minister Theresa May discussed the issue
with the Saudi king, the diplomat said,
adding that Britain and France are lead-

ing the group of EU countries opposed
to the kingdom’s inclusion on the list.
That confirmed a Reuters report earlier
in February.
The diplomatic pressure continued
on Wednesday when all EU ambassadors in Saudi Arabia were summoned
to a meeting at the finance ministry to
discuss the matter, the EU diplomat said.
Riyadh has threatened to cut contracts
with EU states if the list is approved, one
EU official said. “They are really rolling
out big guns,” another diplomat said.
The blacklist was first adopted by
the EU justice commissioner Vera
Jourova on Feb. 13 in line with new
EU rules to prevent money laundering
and as part of a process agreed with
EU states since last summer.
The decision came as Saudi Arabia
faces heightened international pressure
after the murder of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi in the kingdom’s Istanbul
consulate on Oct. 2.

FATF list

Twenty-three jurisdictions are on

the provisional list, including Nigeria,
Panama, Libya, the Bahamas, Iran,
Pakistan, North Korea and Afghanistan.
For the first time, the EU listing used
different criteria from those used by the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF),
which is the global standard-setter for
anti-money laundering.
The FATF list is much smaller and
does not include Saudi Arabia and U.S.
territories.
Countries are blacklisted by the EU if
they “have strategic deficiencies in their
anti-money laundering and countering
the financing of terrorism regimes that
pose significant threats to the financial
system of the Union.”
Under the new EU methodology, jurisdictions could also be blacklisted if they
do not provide sufficient information
on company ownership or if their rules
on reporting suspicious transactions
or monitoring financial customers are
considered too lax.
(Source: Reuters)

French prosecutors want Le Pen tried over tweet
Prosecutors have called for French far-right leader Marine Le Pen to be tried for tweeting pictures of atrocities
committed by Daesh (ISIS), judicial sources said Friday.
This could hike further pressure on Le Pen, 50, who
already faces legal problems over alleged misuse of EU
parliamentary funds.
Le Pen shared the gruesome images in December 2015, a
few weeks after Daesh militants killed 130 people in attacks
in Paris. Her move sparking widespread condemnation
in France.
Prosecutors demanded that another member of her National Rally party, Gilbert Collard, also be tried on similar
charges.
It will be up to an investigative magistrate to decide
whether a trial takes place, with a conviction for “circulating
violent pictures liable to be seen by children” carrying a
maximum sentence of three years in prison and a fine of
75,000 euros ($85,000).
Le Pen, who lost to Emmanuel Macron in the 2017
presidential elections, was stripped of her parliamentary
immunity over the pictures and charged with circulating
violent messages.
Last year, she expressed outrage after the investigative
magistrate called for her to undergo psychiatric tests in

connection with her tweeting.
She has denounced the case against her as a violation
of her freedom of expression.
Le Pen shared the images after a French journalist drew
a comparison between Daesh and her party.
One of the pictures showed the body of James Foley,
an American journalist beheaded by the Sunni extremists.

Another showed a man in an orange jumpsuit being
run over by a tank and the third showed a Jordanian pilot
being burned alive in a cage.
“Daesh is this!” Le Pen wrote in a caption.
She later deleted the picture of Foley after a request from
his family, saying she had been unaware of his identity.
Le Pen, whose father Jean-Marie Le Pen founded the
National Front party, since renamed National Rally, and
other members of her party are also being probed in Brussels
over allegations that they defrauded the European Union
parliament out of 6.8 million euros in funding between
2009 and 2017.
The funds were allegedly used to pay for support staff
not directly linked to EU work.
Le Pen has insisted she and the party are “completely
innocent” and portrayed the case as politically motivated.
The National Rally is running a close second to Macron’s
Republic on the Move (LREM) party in the European parliamentary elections to be held May 23 to 26.
An Ifop Fiducial opinion poll in January found that
23 percent of voters said they would back LREM in the
elections, with 21 percent saying they would support the
National Rally.
(Source: AFP)
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Afghan forces clash with
Taliban to retain control over
military base
At least nine Taliban insurgents, including three suicide
bombers were killed by the Afghan forces in a bid to prevent
a complex attack by the hardline group on a military base in
southern Afghanistan, officials said on Friday.

The 215 Maiwand Army Corps situated in Helmand province
came under attack in the early hours of Friday, said a senior
security official in Kabul, adding the attack was Taliban’s
third attempt to overrun the strategic military installation
in the past 48 hours.
“Afghan soldiers of 215 Maiwand Corps stopped the Taliban
from gaining control of the military compound, we have reports
that six Afghan soldiers were killed during the clashes,” said
a senior Afghan security official on condition of anonymity.
Two other security officials confirmed that members belonging to foreign forces present at the base were safe as the
Taliban could not breach walls of their compound.
The United States has about 14,000 troops in Afghanistan
as part of a NATO-led mission, known as Resolute Support,
and a separate U.S. counterterrorism mission largely directed against militant groups like Daesh (ISIS) and Al-Qaeda.
But U.S. President Donald Trump told Congress last month
he intended to reduce U.S. forces from Afghanistan as negotiators make progress in talks with Taliban insurgents, saying:
“Great nations do not fight endless wars.”
In addition, some 8,000 troops from 38 other countries
in Resolute Support provide training and support for Afghan
forces.
Helmand is seen as a strategic target for the militants as
large stretches of the province provides a source of much of
the world’s illegal opium supply.
During more than a decade of international intervention,
Helmand was the deadliest province for foreign troops, claiming nearly 1,000 lives.
The governor of Helmand province in a statement said nine
attackers including three suicide bombers were killed and
Afghan commando forces were busy with clearing the area.
An officer of the Afghan security forces in Helmand said a
suicide bomber had blown himself up in a dining room inside
the military corps compound and clashes continued.
The Taliban said their fighters were engaged in clashes
with U.S. and Afghan forces at the Shorab airbase in Helmand province.
“Heavy clashes continue as tens of members of the enemy
forces had been killed or were wounded,” Qari Yousuf Ahmadi,
a Taliban spokesman said in a statement.
Security officials in Kabul said clashes between the Taliban
and the government forces who are backed by foreign forces
have not subsided even as U.S. and Taliban officials were
holding talks in Qatar to find a negotiated solution to end
the war in Afghanistan.
The Afghan soldiers in the past week thwarted a Taliban
attack in Zabul province, killing 28 Taliban fighters and at least
15 members of the insurgent groups were killed in airstrikes
conducted by the Afghan air force in Kandahar province, a
senior security official said.
(Source: Daily star)

NATO chief says bloc
preparing for more Russian
missiles
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said Friday the military alliance
needs to be ready for a world with more Russian missiles, after
a UN warning that the global arms control system is collapsing.
“NATO does not want a new Cold war, we don’t want a
new arms race. And therefore we call on Russia to come back
into compliance with the INF (Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces) treaty,” Stoltenberg told reporters during a visit to
the Bulgarian capital Sofia.
“At the same time we need to be prepared for a world without
the INF treaty and with more Russian missiles,” he added.
The US began the process of exiting the key missile treaty
last month in response to Moscow’s deployment of a new
missile -- the 9M729 -- that NATO says breaches the pact.
In response, Russia announced its own withdrawal from
the cornerstone treaty signed in 1987, which banned groundlaunched missiles with a range of 500 to 5,500 kilometres.
The crisis has sparked fears of a new arms race in Europe.
Earlier this week, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres
warned that “key components of the international arms control
architecture are collapsing”.
“These new Russian missiles are nuclear capable, they
can reach European cities, they are hard to detect and they
have little warning time so they reduce the threshold for
any potential use of nuclear weapons in an armed conflict,”
Stoltenberg said on Friday.
Bulgaria’s Prime Minister Boyko Borisov, who will host his
Russian counterpart Dmitry Medvedev on Monday, added
that he had agreed “to use to the maximum the strength of
diplomacy, our bilateral ties (...) to prevent an arms race with
these monstrous missiles.”
Bulgaria -- an EU and NATO member -- has also preserved
close economic and energy cooperation with Russia, reflecting
deep historical and cultural ties between the two countries.
But Borisov reiterated on Friday his country’s loyalty to
NATO.
“Bulgaria is not Russia’s Trojan horse in NATO - on the
contrary, Bulgaria is among NATO’s most disciplined and
most loyal members,” Borisov said.
(Source: AFP)
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Real Madrid sack youth
coach after he criticized team
on radio
Real Madrid have sacked youth coach Alvaro Benito after he made
negative comments about their first team on a radio programme
during Wednesday’s 3-0 defeat to Barcelona in a Copa del Rey
semi-final second leg.
In a statement released on Twitter on Friday, Benito said: “I
respect the decision of the club, which I have always defended
when appearing in the media. I always felt able to speak freely
about the club I love.
“I leave with no resentment and will always be grateful to the
club for everything it gave me as a player and in my first steps
as a coach.”
Real Madrid did not immediately respond to a request for
comment.
According to Spanish media reports, former Real striker Raul
Gonzalez will succeed Benito as coach of the under-18 team.
During Real’s 3-0 defeat to Barca, which saw them exit the
competition 4-1 on aggregate, Benito singled out midfielders Toni
Kroos and Casemiro for criticism in a scathing assessment of the
European champions’ performance on radio station Cadena Ser.
“The problem is there are players that are playing very far
from their level,” he said.
“I’m talking about Casemiro who at the moment is not good
enough to play even a minute for Real Madrid. Kroos is fantastic when the wind is in his favor, when it goes against him he
abandons ship.”
Cadena Ser confirmed Benito had been sacked for his broadcast comments.
“Tonight Real Madrid told our colleague Alvaro Benito that
he has been sacked as coach of the Juvenil B (under-18) team.
The reason is they disagreed with some of the comments he has
made on Cadena Ser,” presenter Dani Garrido said in a broadcast
on Thursday.
Benito spent seven years as a Real Madrid player but was
forced to retire at 26 due to persistent injuries. He is a wellknown television and radio pundit and newspaper columnist,
and started coaching Real’s youth teams in 2015.
(Source: Reuters)

Australia break world record
to win men’s team pursuit
gold
Australia smashed their own world record to win the men’s team
pursuit gold at the track cycling world championships ahead
of Olympic champions and title holders Britain on Thursday.
The Australians led from the start and the quartet of Leigh
Howard, Samuel Welsford, Kelland O’Brien and Alex Porter set a
time of 3:48.012 to eclipse the previous world mark of 3:49.804
achieved at their home 2018 Commonwealth Games.
Denmark took the bronze after beating Canada.
Britain’s three-time Olympic gold medallist Ed Clancy and
team mates Charlie Tanfield, Ethan Hayter and Kian Emadi were
blown away by the speed of the Australians, with the two countries
likely to vie for gold at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
“I’m speechless at the moment to be honest,” Australia’s Porter,
22, said on the organisers’ official twitter feed. “It’s a pretty surreal
feeling. We were going fast in training but we didn’t imagine we’d
be able to do something like that.”
Porter was competing only 10 weeks after damaging his left
shoulder and breaking a collarbone in a crash at the national
madison championships at Melbourne Arena.
Australia’s Welsford won his second gold when he claimed
the men’s scratch title with Roy Eefting of the Netherlands taking
silver and New Zealand’s Tom Sexton the bronze.
Dutchman Matthijs Buchli secured his second gold of the
championships by beating Japan’s Yudai Nitta and Germany’s
Stefan Boetticher in the men’s keirin final. On Wednesday Buechli
helped his country retain the team sprint title.
Australia beat Britain by 0.204 seconds in the women’s team
pursuit final with Annette Edmondson, Ashlee Ankudinoff, Georgia Baker and Amy Cure hanging on after building an early lead.
New Zealand took the bronze by beating Canada.
(Source: Eurosport)

Valencia to face Barca in Copa
final after seeing off Betis
Valencia set up a Copa del Rey showdown with Barcelona as they
reached the final for the first time in 11 years by beating Real Betis
1-0 at a bouncing Mestalla on Thursday where a second-half
Rodrigo Moreno strike gave them a 3-2 aggregate win.
Valencia, who lifted the trophy on their last appearance in the
showpiece match in 2008, will meet 30-times winners Barca in
the final on May 25 at Betis’ Benito Villamarin stadium.
Marcelino’s side fought back from two goals down to snatch
a 2-2 draw in the first leg and a goalless home draw would have
seen them through on away goals. They appeared to be set up to
absorb pressure, inviting Betis to have most of the possession.
The visitors had the better of the chances in a tight and tense
first period and it took a strong hand from Valencia keeper Jaume
Domenech to turn over a shot from Jese, while Betis defender
Aissa Mandi headed narrowly wide following a corner.
Valencia showed more ambition after the interval and went
ahead with a well worked move in the 56th minute which saw
Kevin Gameiro race into the box and slide the ball across for
Moreno to comfortably tuck it into the empty net from close range.
That meant Betis needed at least two goals to progress and,
while they continued to monopolise the ball, Valencia controlled
the space and rarely looked like letting their lead slip.
Valencia coach Marcelino has reached a major final at last
after losing three Copa semi-finals and one Europa League semi
while in charge of Racing Santander, Villarreal and Valencia.
He said it was reward for a difficult season for his side, who
are ninth in La Liga after drawing 15 of their 25 games.
“This is dedicated to our extraordinary squad which has suffered so much and deserved this prize,” Marcelino told reporters.
“We have had some tough times, a lot of draws and a few
defeats but we have always been a competitive team.
(Source: Mirror)
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Harden explodes for 58 points as
Rockets rally to beat Heat
James Harden delivered his seventh career
50-point, 10-assist performance Thursday
as the Houston Rockets edged the Miami
Heat 121-118.
With Harden in a three-point shooting
slump over the last few games, the Rockets
have been depending on their reserves to help
get the job done. But Harden reasserted himself Thursday in front of a home crowd of
18,100 at the Toyota Center, finishing with
58 points, 10 assists and seven rebounds on
a night when the Rockets had to once again
tinker with their roster because of injuries.
“I wanted to be aggressive and continue
to attack the rim,” Harden said. “I took my
shots when I had the opportunities.”
He got some help down the stretch from
Austin Rivers (17 points) and Chris Paul, whose
jumper with 46 seconds left followed a failed
Harden three-pointer and extended the lead
to three. Coming into the game Harden was
just three for 31 from beyond the arc in his
previous three games.
Harden has three 50-point, 10-assist games
this season. He had his streak of consecutive
30-point games snapped at 32 on Monday
against the Atlanta Hawks.
“We get the stat sheet at the end of the
game, and I saw he had 58,” teammate Rivers
said. “All of us were like, ‘He had that many
points?’ We had no idea he had that many
points. That’s a lot of points. He was incredible.”
Last month Harden scored a career-high
and franchise-record 61 points in a 114-110
win over the lowly New York Knicks.

Miami grabbed a 113-103 lead on a Goran
Dragic three pointer with 6:18 remaining, but
Houston answered with a 14-0 run to take
the lead. Miami had seven players scoring in
double figures with Dragic and Kelly Olynyk
scoring 21 points apiece.
The Heat shot 51.9 percent overall but went
cold at the wrong time, posting only 20 points
on six-for-17 shooting in the final period.
“We were lackadaisical on defence, especially in that second quarter,” Harden said.
“They gained confidence and knocked down
shots. They were just too comfortable, so we

El Clasico: The world football’s truly
global game
Hundreds of millions of football fans from
all over the world will be tuning in to watch
the second LaLiga Santander El Clasico
of the 2018/19 season, with Barcelona
set to visit Real Madrid at the Santiago
Bernabéu this Saturday. It’s a game that
has a truly international flavour both on
and off the pitch.
El Clasico features the very best players
from all over the world. In fact, there are 16
different nationalities represented between
the two great rivals’ squads, featuring the
very best players from across Europe, Africa, Central America and South America.
Specifically, the 16 nations with players
in the current Barcelona and Real Madrid
squads are Spain, Brazil, France, Germany,
Wales, Belgium, Croatia, Dominican Republic,
Costa Rica, Uruguay, Argentina, Portugal,
Chile, Holland, Colombia and Ghana.
Spain is the nation with the most representatives; Real Madrid have 12 Spanish
players in their squad, while Barcelona have
six. Following Spain are France and Brazil,
each boasting seven players, conjuring up
some interesting duels between players
who won the 2018 World Cup together.
Barcelona have Samuel Umtiti, Clément
Lenglet, Jean-Clair Todibo and Ousmane
Dembélé on their books, while Real Madrid
have Luca Zidane, Raphaël Varane and
Karim Benzema. For LaLiga fans in the
South American nation, they’ll see Real

Madrid stars Marcelo, Casemiro and
Vinicius Junior taking on Blaugrana foes
but compatriots Arthur, Rafinha, Philippe
Coutinho and Malcom.
There’s also a lot of interesting symmetry
when looking at the other nations represented at the Camp Nou and the Santiago
Bernabéu. Both clubs have one German,
in Marc-André ter Stegen and Toni Kroos.
Both have a Croatian midfielder, in dynamic duo Ivan Rakitic and Luka Modric.
Both also have a Belgian whose job it is to
prevent goals, in Thomas Vermaelen and
Thibaut Courtois, and both have a player
from Uruguay, in Luis Suárez and Fede
Valverde.
Adding to the international flavour,
Barcelona have Argentina’s Lionel Messi,
Portugal’s Nélson Semedo, Chile’s Arturo
Vidal, Colombia’s Jeison Murillo, Ghana’s
Kevin-Prince Boateng and Holland’s Jasper
Cillessen, while Real Madrid can call upon
Gareth Bale of Wales, Mariano Díaz of the
Dominican Republic and Keylor Navas of
Costa Rica.
El Clasico is a truly global game, perhaps
best evidenced by the fact that all six goals
in the first LaLiga encounter between Real
Madrid and Barça this season were netted
by South Americans. Who knows which
nationalities will be on the scoresheet this
Saturday?
(Source: Goal)

had to pick the pressure up in the second half,
create some turnovers and energy with our
defence.”
The Rockets were without regulars Eric
Gordon (knee), Kenneth Faried (hip) and
Iman Shumpert (calf).
Elsewhere, Aaron Gordon tallied 22 points
and 15 rebounds as the Orlando Magic snapped
an 11-game losing streak to beat the Golden
State Warriors 103-96.
The two-time defending NBA champion
Warriors blew an 11-point lead en route to
losing their second game in as many nights,

after they fell to the Miami Heat 126-125 when
veteran Dwyane Wade nailed the game winner
at the buzzer on Wednesday.
Terrence Ross scored 16 points, D.J. Augustin got 14, while Nikola Vucevic had 12
points and 13 rebounds to help Orlando beat
the Warriors for the first time since December 2012.
Stephen Curry scored 33 points, Klay
Thompson and DeMarcus Cousins each had
21 for the Warriors, who rested Kevin Durant
and ended up paying for it.
Curry goes cold
Curry sank only one basket in the fourth
quarter.
“Considering the way we finished the third
quarter, we were pretty much in control of the
game,” Curry said. “But we missed a lot of shots
and didn’t get any stops so it’s a frustrating
way to end. This is a tough one.”
The Magic shot just five-of-23 from the
field in the third quarter and trailed 81-70
going into the fourth. They led by eight points
at halftime. Ross nailed a three pointer in the
fourth to spark a 15-4 run. His final three pointer
of the game, with 4:16 left, made it 89-89.
Also, Bojan Bogdanovic scored a season-high 35 points and the Indiana Pacers
overcame Karl-Anthony Towns’ dominating
offensive performance for Minnesota to beat
the Timberwolves 122-115.
Towns had 42 points and 17 rebounds,
scoring 23 points and grabbing seven rebounds
in the first quarter.
(Source: AFP)

‘Not here on holiday’: Fellaini hits
winner on China debut
Marouane Fellaini said that he did not move
from Manchester United to China “for a
holiday” after scoring the winner on his
debut for Shandong Luneng on Friday.
The 31-year-old midfielder was not
always popular at Old Trafford because
United fans felt his awkward style was not
in keeping with the Premier League side’s
attacking traditions.
But the Belgian international needed
just 50 minutes to make his mark in the
Chinese Super League (CSL), taking a touch
with his right foot before swivelling and
slotting home with his left from just outside
the six-yard box.
His poacher’s strike turned out to be the
winner in a 1-0 home victory for Shandong
over Beijing Renhe in the opening match
of the Chinese season.
“It was tough because I was here for
just one month and my fitness was not 100
percent,” Fellaini, who spent five-and-a-half
turbulent years at United, said.
“It’s physical, a lot of challenges,” he said
of his first impressions of Chinese football,
where a growing number of players have
moved from Europe in recent years, lured
by handsome wages.
“I did not come here for a holiday, so
it’s hard,” added Fellaini, who made 177
appearances and scored 22 goals at United
before being shipped out last month by
caretaker manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.

“The Chinese league is difficult, it’s new
for me so I have to improve and know the
game.”
Another former Premier League star,
the ex-Southampton forward Graziano
Pelle, was involved in the build-up to the
goal for Shandong, who finished third in
the CSL last season.
Brazilian Oscar, an Asian-record 60-million-euro acquisition from Chelsea two years
ago, scored for champions Shanghai SIPG
in a ruthless 4-0 derby win at Shanghai
Shenhua.
The attacking midfielder was in the thick
of it in an incident-packed clash and was on
the end of an elbow 20 minutes from time
that saw Bai Jiajun sent off for Shenhua.
Oscar punished the hosts minutes later,
slotting in SIPG’s third to help get their
title defence off to a perfect start.
Mark Clattenburg, the British referee,
introduced himself to the CSL by dishing
out a red card 26 minutes into Guangzhou
Evergrande’s home match with Tianjin
Tianhai.
The former Premier League referee, part
of Chinese football’s efforts to improve the
level of officiating, showed a yellow card to
Evergrande’s Zhang Linpeng on 12 minutes.
It did Fabio Cannavaro’s seven-time
CSL champions no harm as they defeated
Tianjin 3-0.
(Source: Frane 24)

Germany to host Argentina in repeat of 2014 World Cup final
Germany will host Argentina in Dortmund on October 9 in
a repeat of the 2014 World Cup final, the German Football
Association (DFB) announced Friday.
“It was the express wish of the coaching staff to play a
friendly against an outstanding team and develop the squad
further,” explained DFB president Reinhard Grindel.
No German fans needs reminding that it was Mario
Goetze’s goal in extra time which sealed their 1-0 win over
Argentina in the World Cup final at Rio de Janeiro’s Ma-

racana stadium in July 2014.
That was followed by a 4-2 win for Argentina two months
later when the sides last met in a friendly in Duesseldorf.
After Germany’s disastrous World Cup campaign in Russia
last year, crashing out after the group stages, the DFB are
keen to test their new-look squad.
“On our way back to being one of the top sides, it’s important to compete with the best teams in the world and we
look forward to an international match against Argentina,”

said Germany’s team director Oliver Bierhoff.
Germany will start their 2019 fixtures with a friendly
against Serbia in Wolfsburg on March 20, followed by a
Euro 2020 qualifier against the Netherlands in Amsterdam
four days later.
“At the moment, the focus is on qualifying for the European championships, we want to get off to a good start
to the year against Serbia in Wolfsburg,” Bierhoff added.
(Source: AFP)

How a painting helped Gianluigi Buffon cope with depression
One of the perks of being a news anchor is
the unexpected conversations you have with
fascinating people in unique circumstances.
One day you’re in Davos talking climate
change with former US Vice President Al
Gore, the next you’re discussing the historic
visit of Pope Francis to the UAE with Emirati
diplomats in Abu Dhabi, and the next you’re
debating the merits of artificial intelligence with
Denmark’s new tech ambassador. It’s all part
of the predictable unpredictability of the job.
But every now and then, you find yourself
in a situation that’s truly unforgettable.
Like standing in the Impressionist wing of
the Musee d’Orsay in Paris, as I was on a crisp
winter day this January, chatting about the
delicate interplay of light in Renoir’s “Dance
at Le Moulin de la Galette,” with none other
than the Italian football legend and current
Paris Saint-Germain goalkeeper, Gianluigi
Buffon.
“I find it astonishing because in this painting Renoir has depicted ordinary people, not
those belonging to high society,” explains
Buffon without a hint of irony coming from a

man who has achieved the extraordinary in a
career spanning decades. The most-capped
player in the history of the Italian national
team, multiple winner of the Italian Serie
A with Juventus, 2006 FIFA World Cup
champion, and the list goes on.
“It’s the everyday things that bring enormous happiness and happiness is all about
enjoying the simple things in life and here
is a painting of an ordinary day, and one
that I never took part in, but would like to,”
he continues as we make our way through
the crowd of onlookers, their smartphones
in hand. It’s not every day you get to meet a
real-life maestro in a museum.
Enjoying the simple things in life, and
in art, is a recurring theme with Buffon. He
credits Chagall’s “The Promenade,” a painting
he first came across in a gallery in Turin, for
helping him cope with a bout of depression
and anxiety back in the early 2000s.
Struggling with the prospect of fading
youthful exuberance and facing the onslaught
of adult responsibility, Buffon took refuge in
Chagall’s dreamlike composition.

“It fascinated me because of its simplicity.
It looks like a painting a child could have
painted and that’s what struck me about it.
It confirmed my belief that, we might fly in
private planes or drive fancy cars, but at the
end of the day it’s the simple things that give
happiness in life.”
It’s fascinating to see how a man who’s
spent his entire adult life under the burning
spotlight of fame so eager to shun the trappings that come with it.
“When I’m at home and my wife’s at home
in Paris, we go for some lovely walks in our
neighborhood. We walk over to the boulangerie to buy bread, we go grocery shopping,
you know normal things. I like to read books
or we might watch a movie,” he tells me.
Sensing a look of astonishment in my expression he continues: “I’m not crazy about
going to fashion shows, or showy society
events. Sure, every so often I go, but I have
to confess, they’re not really me.”
By the time we arrive at the Vincent Van
Gogh exhibition, I have a much better understanding of Buffon, the man behind the

legend.
He’s relentlessly pursued and attained
football glory; yet, still finds true refuge in
the gentle calm of old masterpieces. His
passion for the beautiful game has driven
him to become one of the greatest goalies
of our time, yet he appreciates the real-life
moments off the pitch that bring him true
happiness.
(Source: CNN)
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Tractor Sazi beat
Sepahan in Iran
Professional
League
S P O R T S TEHRAN — Tractor
d
e
s
k Sazi football team defeated Sepahan 2-0 to keep their title
hopes alive in the Iran Professional
League |(IPL) on Friday.
The Tabriz based football team are fifth
in IPL table, four points behind leaders
Persepolis.
Mehdi Mehdipour was on target in the
38th minute with a long range shot from a
set-piece.
Anthony Stokes made it 2-0 from the
penalty spot after the Irish forward was
brought down in the area by Mehdi Kiani
in the 72nd minute.
“We played well against a team like Sepahan who are needless to explain,” Tractor
Sazi coach Georges Leekens said.

S P O R T S TEHRAN — On the occasion of the 40th
d
e
s
k anniversary of the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the International Indoor Athletic Competition will take
place at the Aftab Enghelab Complex in Tehran, Iran.
The competition will be held on March 3-4.
The tournament will bring eight foreign countries, namely
Turkey, Malaysia, India, Iraq, Oman, Kuwait, Syria and Afghanistan together in the Iranian capital.
It will be a good opportunity for the athletes to prepare for
the 2019 Asian Athletics Championship which will be held in
Doha, Qatar from April 21 to 24.

Iman Mobali announces
retirement from football

Former Iran goalkeeper Haghighi breaks
official’s nose

S P O R T S TEHRAN — Ex-Iran national football
d
e
s
k team goalkeeper Alireza Haghighi has
broken Esteghlal sporting director Ali Khatir’s nose.
Haghighi broke the official’s nose after a brawl in Tehran’s
Enghelab Complex on Wednesday.
Khatir has filed a lawsuit against Haghighi over the conflict.
Haghighi was training in Enghelab Complex with his
goalkeeping coach when the brawl erupted.
After the official walked into the turf, the former Persepolis goalkeeper got into a verbal argument with Khatir and

Al Wasl midfielder Ali Salmin believes 2019
will be the year the Dubai side finally leave
their mark in the AFC Champions League.
Al Wasl are back in the Continental
competition for a second consecutive
season, having not qualified to the AFC
Champions League for a decade prior to
their 2018 appearance.
The seven-time UAE champions may
have only played in the AFC Champions
League on two occasions since its inauguration in 2002-03, but the club has a
proud tradition of competing in Asia, having
reached the semi-finals of the Asian Club
Championship in 1992 and the quarter-finals two years later.
“Winning a competition as big as the
AFC Champions League is a dream for
every generation at this club,” explained
Salmin, who has been at Al Wasl since
the age of eight.
“It is an objective we set our eyes on
every time we participate in the competition. It is not easy at all, but we want this
campaign to be different. I am confident
that this will be our year. We are playing
in a difficult group where all four teams
have an equal chance. We have to work
hard in every match and remain focused.”
Al Wasl were drawn in Group A alongside
Iraqi champions Al Zawraa, Saudi Arabia’s Al Nassr and Iran’s Zob Ahan. The
tenacious midfielder ran the rule over his
side’s three opponents.

“Al Nassr are a big team. Facing them
will probably be the most difficult in the
group,” said Salmin about his team’s
Matchday One opponents.
“Both teams know each other very
well, and it is good that we will start at
home against them.
“Zob Ahan will be strong rivals for us.
They are a well-known team in the competition because they always participate in the
ACL and make it to the knock-out stages.
“Al Zawraa are perhaps the team we
know least about. But looking at the progress
Iraqi football has made in recent years,
it suggests we will face a strong side and
need to be up to the challenge.”
Mixed results this season saw Al
Wasl drop from the title race early
on, having finished third in the UAE
Pro League last season. They now find
themselves sitting 10th in the table.
The Cheetahs will thus stay focused
on making progress on the Continental
front according to Salmin.
“We are now already out of the title race
domestically, So, every match we play in
the UAE Pro League will serve to prepare
us better for the AFC Champions League.
“It is a good opportunity for coach Laurentiu Reghecampf to assess the readiness
of all players and for us to practice the
tactics we will use against our three group
stage opponents.”
(Source: the-afc)
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International Indoor Athletic
Competition to be held in
Tehran

“We need to concentrate on our next
matches because we can earn great results
with our fans,” the Belgian coach added.
Furthermore, Padideh were held to a
goalless draw by Paykan in Tehran.
Struggling Sepidrood lost to rock-bottom
Esteghlal Khuzestan 2-1 and Naft Masjed
Soleyman drew 2-2 with Nassaji Mazandaran.
On Thursday, Persepolis defeated Sanat
Naft thanks to a goal from Ali Alipour in the
first half goal.
Also, Esteghlal defeated Foolad 3-1 in
Ahvaz to keep their title hopes alive.
Persepolis sit top of the table with 41
points, two points clear of Padideh.
Sepahan are third with 38 points and
Esteghlal and Tractor Sazi are fourth and
fifth respectively with 37 points.

Ali Salmin: Zob Ahan will be strong
rivals for us

S

reportedly headbutted him in the nose.
The 30-year-old goalie is without a team after parting
company with Swedish club GIF Sundsvall.
Haghighi represented Iran national football team in
the matches against Argentina, Nigeria and Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the 2014 FIFA World Cup.
He also was Team Melli goalkeeper in the 2015
AFC Asian Cup, when Iran were knocked out of the
competition losing to Iraq in penalty shootout in the
competition’s quarterfinals.

Iran’s Gucci opens account as Sydney
FC beat Adelaide

Sydney FC have kept the race for the
premiership alive after reducing Perth
Glory’s lead at the top of the table to five
points with a hard-fought 2-0 win over
Adelaide United on Friday night.
Iran international Reza Ghoochannejhad opened his account for the Sky
Blues, finishing a slick move in a fashion
befitting of his reputation before substitute
Cameron Devlin scored his first A-League
goal in injury time.
It was a win that provided a confidence
boost just days before Sydney begin their
Asian Champions League campaign as the
Sky Blues ended their recent rustiness in
the final third.
Whether or not Steve Corica told his
players as much, the truth was Sydney FC
needed to make a statement in this match
and end the pressure mounting on their
forward line. They had scored just once from
open play in their previous three games,
missing a plethora of chances. Friday
night’s match looked to be heading the
same way when Ghoochannejhad’s early
close-range shot was saved by Paul Izzo
perhaps too comfortably.
However, the Iran star was just warming
up. Five minutes later, he registered his
first goal for the Sky Blues and in some
style. Receiving the ball near the half-way
line, Ghoochannejhad sparked a fluid team
attack. Exchanges with Anthony Caceres
and Rhyan Grant split open Adelaide’s

defense before Ghoochannejhad’s clever
dummy opened more space. A quick pass
from Adam Le Fondre put “Gucci” through
on goal and he slotted the ball past Izzo.
With the Iran international in red-hot
form, the Sky Blues were in cruise control.
Their engine room dominated the contest,
their rotations in attack were difficult to
contain, and their backline was resolute.
When Adelaide did find a way through, Alex
Wilkinson made a goal-line clearance to
deny his former teammate, George Blackwood, on the stroke of half-time.
A more disciplined Adelaide emerged
from the break, providing less room for
Sydney FC’s attack to operate through
and looking dangerous on the counter.
Blackwood nearly drew level in the 57th
minute when his shot from an acute angle
hit the outside of the net.
It was a chance that came about as much
from Sydney FC as Adelaide’s endeavor as the
hosts began sitting far too deep, allowing the
visitors to surge forward in search of an equalizer.
There was a nervous moment for Sydney
FC when playmaker Milos Ninkovic went
down clutching his knee after a collision
with Adelaide defender Michael Marrone,
but he was able to play on after treatment.
After surviving a late barrage of Adelaide
attacks, Sydney sealed the win through
20-year-old substitute Devlin, who finished
a swift counter attack in injury time.
(Source: SMH)

TASNIM — Former Iran and Foolad midfielder Iman Mobali
announced his retirement from football on Thursday.
The 36-year-old footballer has hung up his boots after a
19-year career.
Mobali bade farewell to the football prior to Foolad home
game against Esteghlal in Iran Professional League (IPL) in
Ahvaz’s Ghadir Stadium.
Mobali joined Foolad’s senior team in 2000 and was the key
member of his team’s championship in IPL 2004–05 season.
Mobali also played for Emirati clubs Al Shabab, Al WAsl, Al
Nasr and Al Sharjah and Iranian clubs Esteghlal, Paykan, Naft
and Esteghlal Khuzestan.
He also made 60 appearances for Iran national football team
and scored two goals.
Mobali made his debut for Team Melli in January 2001
against China. He was among Iran’s under-23 squad in 2002,
winning a Gold Medal in the Busan Asian Games.
Mobali also was a member of Team Melli in the 2011 AFC
Asian Cup and scored a winner for Iran in a 2-1 win over Iraq.

3rd `I run Iran’ Persian Gulf
marathon race underway
in Kish
IRNA — Some 500 runners from 21 countries have taken part
in the Third International Persian Gulf Marathon Competitions,
`I run Iran’, underway in Kish Island of Iran.
The runners from the host country, Iran, as well as Germany,
the UK, France, Italy, Canada, the US, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Russia, Norway, China, Australia, Hungary, Poland,
Kenya, Ghana, South Africa, Brazil, Pakistan, Oman and Kuwait
will run distances of 42 km, 21 kms and 10 kms.
Previous marathons were held at Persepolis, Fars Province
in 2016 and Tehran in 2017.
More than 750 runners from over 42 countries already showed
up in previous two editions of `I run Iran’.
The marathon is a long-distance race, completed by
running, walking, or a run/walk strategy. There are also
wheelchair divisions.

Bashar Resan signs
two-year contract extension
with Persepolis
TASNIM — Persepolis midfielder Bashar Resan has signed
a two-year contract extension to extend his stay with the Iran
Professional League champion until the end of the 2020-21
season, the club said.
The 23-year-old midfielder joined Persepolis from Iraqi
football team Al-Quwa Al-Jawiyain in July 2017 with a twoyear contract.
Resan had been reportedly linked with a move to Persepolis
archrival Esteghlal in recent days.
He was a member of Iraq national football team in the 2019
AFC Asian Cup, where the Lions of Mesopotamia lost to Qatar
1-0 in the quarter-finals.

Envoy lauds role of Iran
women in country’s progress
IRNA — The Iranian ambassador to Russia praised the role of
Iranian women in development of the country in various fields.
Iranian women have a significant role in making advance
and booming the country, Mehdi Sanaei said.

Sayyadmanesh among young stars to watch at 2019 AFC Champions League
Ahead of the 2019 AFC Champions League group stage,
the-AFC.com looks at 10 youngsters who could make the
difference for their respective teams.
From Omar Abdulrahman to Wu Lei to Omar Khribin, some of the biggest stars in Asian football have
announced themselves through the AFC Champions
League over the years.
The Continent’s prime club competition returns with the
group stage of the 2019 edition starting next week. The-AFC.
com looks at 10 players the age of 22 and under who could
be the next big hit in this year’s campaign.
Iran U-17 international Allahyar Sayyadmanesh was
snapped up by Esteghlal from Saipa in June 2018 aged
just 16, testament to the exceptional talent the forward

possesses. His prowess was best on display in the 2017 FIFA
U-17 World Cup where he was Iran’s top scorer with three
goals, helping the team reach the quarter-finals.
Sayyadmanesh is an out-and-out striker, his biggest assets are his poacher instinct and intelligent
movement off the ball. The 17-year-old’s strength and
heading ability inevitably prompted comparisons with
Iran legend Ali Daei.
With Morteza Tabrizi leading the line at Esteghlal and
Godwin Mensha joining from archrival Persepolis, Sayyadmanesh might not be an automatic starter up front, but he
will look to make an impact when given the opportunity in
this year’s AFC Champions League.
(Source: the-afc)

He made the remarks in a meeting with Iran’s U19 women’s
football team.
The Iranian ambassador referred to the Iranian women’s
potentials and said that their active participation in various
fields is increasing.
Iran are participating at the 2019 Kuban Spring Women
U-19 Tournament in Sochi, Russia from March 1-5.
The format for the tournament will be a single group of four
teams, where each participant will play all opponents.
Iran will kick off the campaign on March 1 with a match
against Belarus, while Russia meets Azerbaijan the same day.
Iran will face Russia and Azerbaijan on March 3-5, respectively.
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ART&CULTURE

Khashayar
Alvand,
screenwriter
of “Paytakht”,
dies at 51

He who remembers the length of the journey,
prepares himself for it.

Imam Ali (AS)

W H AT ’ S I N A R T G A L L E R I E S
Multimedia
An exhibition of paintings and
sculptures by Ruzbeh Madani and
Aftab Arani is underway at Yasamin
Gallery.
The exhibit titled “The Pictures
Are Screaming in the Mirrors” will
run until March 6 at the gallery located at 70 South Kheradmand St.
off Karim Khan St.
Sets of installation art and
drawings by Elmira Laki are on
display in an exhibition at E1 Gallery.
The exhibition entitled “Inomophobia” runs until March 8 at the
gallery located at 1 Hamid Dead End,
off Lesani Alley, Jebheh St., off Mahdieh St. in the Elahieh neighborhood.
Omid Shayan is displaying a
collection of paintings and videos
in an exhibition at Saless Gallery.
The exhibit named “Divine Comedy” will be running until March 13
at the gallery located at 148 Karim
Khan Ave.
An exhibition of paintings
and sculptures by a group of artists, including Nazanin Saketi, Sanaz
Afshari, Mona Hashemi, Firuzeh
Adham and Maryam Khodadad,
is currently underway at Shalman
Gallery.
The exhibit named “Escape” will
run until March 5 at the gallery that
can be found at 7 Kavusi Alley, West
Rudbar St., off Mirdamad Blvd.
Painting
Paintings by Somayyeh Sakhitab are currently on display in an
exhibition at Atashzad Gallery.
The exhibit titled “Colors’ Harmony” runs until March 6 at the gallery
located at 3 North Abbaspur (Tavanir) St. near Vanak Sq.
Delaram Asefi, Tannaz Boreiri,
Parisima Bahrami, Azin Zolfaqari
and Paria Farokhi are displaying
their latest paintings in an exhibition
at Vista Gallery.
The exhibit entitled “Bound”
runs until March 8 at the gallery
located at No. 11, 12th Alley, Mir
Emad St.
A collection of paintings by
Elham Nafisi is on display in an
exhibition at Homa Gallery.
Entitled “Euphoric Garden”, the
exhibit will run until March 12 at
the gallery located at No. 8, Forth
Alley, Sanai St., Karim Khan Ave.
Sculpture
An exhibition of sculptures by
Hanieh Banai is underway at Etemad
Gallery 1.
The exhibit titled “Roof” will
continue until April 23 at the gallery located at 25 Shirudi Dead End,
Mofatteh St.
An exhibition of sculptures by
a group of artists, including Babak
Javanmard, Nilufar Salehi, Hamid
Jebeli and Hamid Shiri, is currently
underway at Atbin Gallery.
The exhibition named “Apsu”
will run until March 12 at the gallery
that can be found at 42 Khakzad
Alley, Vali-e Asr Ave. near the
Parkway Intersection.
Photo
A large number of artists, including Bahar Rashedi, Shabnam
Omidvar, Hossein Khorramshahi,
Omid Qadrdan and Ali Mehrdadnia,
are displaying their photos in an
exhibition at Sa Gallery.
The exhibit named “Visor” will
continue until March 8 at the gallery
located at No. 134, 8th Bustan off
Pasdaran Ave.

Screenwriter Kashayar Alvand in an undated photo.

A
R
T TEHRAN – Screenwriter Kashayar Ald
e
s
k vand, whose writings made the happiest
moments for Iranian viewers for over 15 years with popular
comedy series such as “Noqtechin”, “Barareh Nights” and
“Paytakht”, died of a heart attack at his home in Tehran on
Thursday. He was 51.
Alvand’s death was announced by actors Parviz Parastui
and Borzu Arjmand in Instagram posts.
“Paytakht” producer Elham Ghafuri also confirmed the
news in her interview with the Persian service of MNA.
“He was always smiling and was a man of good morals,”
said Ghafuri who collaborated with Alvand for about ten
years in four sequels to her popular TV series.
“None of the ‘Paytakht’ crew members can believe his
death… we don’t know what we should do without him,”
she added.

In his last interview published by MNA last Wednesday,
just one day before his death, Alvand said that he was brushing up on a single episode of “Paytakht” that is scheduled to
be prepared for broadcast on the eve of Noruz, the Iranian
New Year celebration.
“The Intruder” was one of the few dramas Alvand wrote in
2001 and was directed by his brother Sirus Alvand. “Comedy
is not my main concern,” he once said in an interview. “Several
of my early scripts were not comedies.”
His career in comedy began with his collaboration on
director Mehran Modiri’s TV blockbuster “Noqtechin” in
2003. The cooperation with comedy king Modiri went on with
the TV series “Barareh Nights” and “A Man with a Thousand
Faces”. He also wrote “Bitter Coffee”, a series Modiri directed
for home video network.
The close ties were cut after Modiri ignored Alvand’s con-

tributions in the titles for his feature-length “5 P.M.” and talk
show “Dorehami”.
He also collaborated in comedy series “Made in Iran”
by Mohammad-Hossein Latifi, “The Travelers” by Rambod
Javan and “Neighboring” by Saman Moqaddam.
Alvand’s brilliant career in comedy earned him an elite
status in this genre.
He was at the zenith of his career in 2010 when he began
working with director Sirus Moqaddam in the TV comedy
drama “Paytakht” about Naqi Mamuli and his family from
Aliabad that faces problems following their migration to Tehran.
Widespread popular acclaim for the series inspired Moqaddam and his cast and crew to make four seasons of the
serial. Due to Alvand’s untimely death, the single episode in
the series turned out to be his swan song.
Alvand is survived by his wife and a six-year-old daughter.

Iranian Academy of Arts honors music
scholar Amir-Ashraf Arianpur

A
R
T TEHRAN – Veteran music scholar and
d
e
s
k musician Amir-Ashraf Arianpur was
honored for his lifetime achievements during a ceremony at
the Iranian Academy of Arts (IAA) in Tehran on Wednesday.
The ceremony was attended by veteran musicians Loris
Tjeknavorian, Mohammad Sarir and Majid Kiani, and a
number of his students and cultural figures.
“I will persist in my love of music for the rest of my life,”
80-year-old Arianpur said in his brief speech at the ceremony.
“Some people tried to deprive me of it, but they failed;

music is food for souls. We all live for music, I will never
restrain myself from music, it fills the void of my loneliness,”
he added.
Sarir also made a brief speech at the ceremony.
“Master Arianpur has taken great steps in music education
in the country and he has been very efficient in this way,”
he said.
“He is a symbol of an honest teacher,” he added.
The ceremony came to an end with the screening of a
video about the life story of Arianpur.

Amir-Ashraf Arianpur (L) receives presents from Iranian Academy of Arts acting director Alireza Esmaeili during a ceremony
held at the academy in Tehran on February 27, 2019 to honor
the veteran music scholar for his lifetime achievements. (IAA)

“Tropic of Violence” comes to Iranian bookstores

A
R
T TEHRAN
–
d
e
s
k French-Mauritian writer Nathacha Appanah’s novel “Tropic of
Violence” (Tropique de la violence) has
recently been published in Persian by Ofoq
Publications in Tehran.

Translated by Marzieh Armin, the 2016
book, which is narrated by five different
characters, tells the story of Marie, a nurse
on the island of Mayotte, who adopts an
abandoned baby, names him Moise and
raises him as a French boy.

As he grows up, Moise struggles with
his status as an outsider and to understand
why he was abandoned as a baby. When
Marie dies, he is left alone, ending up in
the largest slum on Mayotte, nicknamed
“Gaza”.

The book was the winner of the Prix
Femina des Lyceens in 2016, as well as
seven other French literary awards.
Photo: Front cover of the Persian version of French-Mauritian writer Nathacha
Appanah’s novel “Tropic of Violence”.

“Captain Marvel” stars roll out
female-led action flick in London

Art or show? 200,000 euros to burn
down a statue of Spain’s king

Captain Marvel cast member Brie Larson speaks to the media at a fan event in
Singapore, February 14, 2019. (Reuters/Feline Lim)

People stand next to the art piece “Ninot, 2019”, which depicts Spain’s King Felipe,
by artists Santiago Sierra and Eugenio Merino, during the International Contemporary Art (ARCO) fair in Madrid, Spain, February 28, 2019. (Reuters/Susana Vera)
MADRID (Reuters) — If you want a increase in value.
4-metre (13-foot) sculpture of Spain’s King
“I see this as a performance. It’s like
Felipe and have a spare 200,000 euros Bansky,” said art collector Nena von Stumm,
($228,000) you are in luck. There’s just one visiting the art fair.
“I cannot see this as a stupidity, I see
catch: you have to agree to burn it down.
Made of wood and wax, the statue called it as a performance and something that
“Ninot”, the name given to puppets burnt nowadays is valid in art.”
Sierra’s show at ARCO last year, “Poin traditional festivities in the city of Valencia, that depicts the 51-year-old king litical Prisoners in Contemporary Spain”,
in a navy blue suit and tie, is on display which featured photographs of jailed Catat the ARCO art fair in Madrid.
alan politicians, was withdrawn from the
The sales agreement has a special re- art fair and became the center of a cenquirement: the buyer must burn the artwork sorship row.
He could well attract similar controwithin a year and film it as a performance.
“You are not buying an object, but a versy this year with the statue of the king.
process”, said a spokesman for Prometeo,
The European Court of Human Rights
the Italian gallery selling the work by a last year ruled against Spain for jailing two
pair of Spanish artists, Santiago Sierra activists for burning pictures of former
and Eugenio Merino.
king Juan Carlos, Felipe’s father, in 2007.
After being burnt down, the only thing Spanish courts have since taken a softer
left of the statue would be a skull, the approach, seeing such acts as a form of
political expression.
spokesman said.
The “Ninot” project comes after the
Kings Felipe and his wife Letizia inaupainting by British graffiti artist Banksy gurated ARCO on Thursday but did not
“Girl with Balloon” shredded itself seconds view “Ninot”, a spokeswoman for the art
after being sold at auction - only to then fair said.

LONDON (Reuters) — Marvel Studios brought its first female-led superhero
movie to London on Wednesday, where
the stars of “Captain Marvel” said they
hoped to inspire with a different kind of
action flick.
Oscar winner Brie Larson takes the
charge in the highly anticipated movie,
playing U.S. fighter pilot Carol Danvers
as she becomes a powerful superhero.
Samuel L. Jackson, a regular in Marvels
“Avengers” films, returns, albeit as a younger superspy Nick Fury in the movie set in
the mid-1990s during a galactic conflict.
“I’m sure the effect of what the character does and how she is perceived is going
to be really a kind of wonderful boost for
the female empowerment movement,”
Jackson told Reuters at the film’s London
premiere.
“Captain Marvel,” a prequel to the
“Avengers” films made by Walt Disney Co’s
Marvel Studios, tells a story of self-discovery, but also touches on a female friendship.
“It’s nice to just show two women
hanging out, supporting each other and
that being the love in the movie instead

of a romantic love,” said Lashana Lynch,
who plays Danvers’ friend and fellow pilot
Maria Rambeau.
“It’s nice to just show women standing
their ground using their voices, using their
intelligence and using the fact that they’re
fighter pilots, which is never represented
really in cinema, especially for us women.”Trailers for the film show Larson - who
won a best actress Oscar for the 2015 drama
“Room” - leaping onto trains, fighting and
showing off some mighty powers.
“What I’m excited about is the representation in this film, but what that
means to people, how they interpret it
or in which ways they feel seen in this
movie is up to them,” she said.
The film begins its worldwide cinema
rollout next week, some four months after
the death of comic book superhero creator
Stan Lee, who also appeared in Marvel
films in cameo roles.
It was “always a joy to see Stan at these
premieres and (you) always wonder where
is he going to pop up,” Jackson said. “It was
as much fun for him to do his cameos as it
is for us to be on the inside of this thing.”

