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Iran, India stress enhancement
of economic relations
By Ebrahim Fallahi
TEHRAN — Senior officials, entrepreneurs and representatives of private sectors
from Iran and India gathered together
in a business forum at the place of Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) on Wednesday
to discuss ways of expanding trade ties.
Indian Ambassador to Tehran Gaddam
Dharmendra, ICCIMA Deputy Head for

International Affairs Mohammad-Reza
Karbasi, and representatives from Iranian
foreign ministry and India’s IDBI and
UCO banks were among the attendees
of the event.
In the meeting Gaddam Dharmendra
and Mohammad-Reza Karbasi delivered
speeches and the two sides emphasized Iran
and India’s determination for expansion
of economic relations. 4

Shamkhani calls INSTEX
ineffective
TEHRAN — Ali Shamkhani, secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National Security Council,
said on Wednesday that the European
Union’s Instrument for Supporting Trade
Exchanges (INSTEX) for trade with Iran
is ineffective, describing it as a “narrow
ditch”.
On January 31, France, Germany
and Britain announced the creation
of INSTEX, a special purpose vehicle

aimed at facilitating legitimate trade
between European economic operators
and Iran.
European Union foreign policy chief
Federica Mogherini, French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, German Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas and British Foreign
Secretary Jeremy Hunt has said INSTEX
will support legitimate European trade
with Iran. 2

Venezuela, blaming U.S. for six-day
blackout, orders diplomats to leave
president.ir

Venezuela ordered American diplomats
on to leave within 72 hours after President
Nicolas Maduro accused U.S. counterpart
Donald Trump of cyber “sabotage” that
plunged the South American country into
its worst blackout on record.
“The presence on Venezuelan soil of
these officials represents a risk for the
peace, unity and stability of the country,”

Iran’s trump card to challenge U.S.

PERSPECTIVE

Republicans who
oppose Trump!

R

ecent polls in the state of Iowa
have caused concern by U.S.
President Donald Trump and
his entourage. The desire of some
Republican advocates that Trump
is no longer at the top of the political equations of the United States
has reduced the chances of his victory in the presidential elections of
2020 somewhat.
As “The Hill” reported, Forty
percent of Republicans in Iowa say
they hope President Trump faces a
primary challenge in 2020, according to a poll published Monday. But
the CNN–Des Moines Register–Mediacom poll found that another 41
percent of Iowa Republicans say they
don’t want Trump to face a primary
challenge, while the remaining 19
percent say they aren’t sure. Among
those who are hopeful for a primary
challenge to Trump, 63 percent say
they approve of his job as president,
according to an accompanying CNN
report.
That’s below the 97 percent who
approve of Trump among those who
said they did not want a primary
challenger and the president’s overall
81 percent approval rating among
Republicans in the state.Of those
Iowan Republicans who wanted a
GOP primary challenger, just 38 percent say they will definitely vote for
Trump in 2020.
The Hill continues: The poll’s results
were based on interviews with 400
registered Republicans from March 3
to 6. The poll has a margin of error of
4.9 percentage points. If Trump were to
face a competitive primary challenger,
it would be the first notable primary
challenge to an incumbent president
since 1992, when Pat Buchanan challenged then-President George H.W.
Bush. Former Massachusetts Gov.
Bill Weld (R) announced last month
that we was forming an exploratory
committee for a potential 2020 bid,
making him the first Republican to
take that step in a possible challenge
to Trump.
Other Republicans are also considering their own bids, including
former Ohio Gov. John Kasich and
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan. 1 3

By Haniyeh Sadat Jafariyeh
TEHRAN (MNA) — Iran is focused on strengthening its domestic production and economy via
developing economic ties with its 15 neighboring
countries, to retaliate the drop in its economy due
to Trump’s decision in May 2018 to withdraw
from the 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and six
major powers, known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Any development in regional economic ties
can bring Iran tighter political and cultural bonds

and a more powerful presence and effective role
in the region.
Iran’s western neighbor, Iraq, is now of the
highest importance and among the main priorities for boosting economic ties, with whom
Iran enjoys intimate political and cultural relations, as well.
All-out ties between Iran and Iraq have increased greatly since 2003, the fall of Saddam
Hussein and presently, mutual relations are said
to be unshakable and fruitful for the region.

ARTICLE

By Misión Verdad
CARACAS — Between the afternoon of March 8
and the early morning of March 10, Venezuela was
the victim of a new sabotage attack, the biggest
in its republican history, this time on the Guri
hydroelectric plant, which left at least 80% of
the population without electricity, with the aim
of undermining any attempt by the Venezuelan

government to stabilize the economy and curb
the insurrectionary context the United States
and its minions, like Juan Guaidó, are trying to
bring to fruition in the country.
1.
Preparing for shock
Prior to the sabotage that shook the entire National Electric System, leaving much of the country
without electricity during the last two days, several

moves and pronouncements announced that they
would resort to such an action of brute force.
Guaidó’s false epic return lasted less than expected on the front pages; with the arrival of the
“interim president” there were no critical defections in the Armed Forces (FANB) that together
with widespread social revolt would install him in
Miraflores to get hold of power. 7

U.S. rubbing both India and Pakistan wrong way

By Darius Shahtahmasebi
TEHRAN — As India and Pakistan iron out a
few significant differences after a near brush with
each other’s militaries, the U.S. has been quietly
enacting a trade war strategy against India, a key
ally of Washington.
The India-Pakistan conflict has revealed an
incredibly ugly side of the Middle East’s regional
geopolitics. What I mean is, if you thought it was
ugly before, it just got a whole lot uglier.
For example, it now transpires that Israel
has had a specific stake in the India-Pakistan

conflict, as Israeli-made bombs dropped on
Pakistani villages during the recent bombardment. Apparently, Israel is a key weapons
supplier to the Indian army, supplying a billion
dollars of arms each year. If it weren’t for
veteran journalist Robert Fisk, the Israel-India deal would most likely have been kept in
the dark from the mainstream eye for some
time to come.
Like most volcanic eruptions in the Middle
East, the U.S. has also adopted a schizophrenic
approach that can only be explained if you combine

Syed Zafar Mehdi
Journalist
from New Delhi

Iran-Iraq economic ties

The existing joint reserves between the two
countries, their complementary economy besides
the common culture are the main reasons which
help Iran and Iraq to expand ever-increasing
economic ties in future. Iraq is now the main
importer of Iranian non-oil products and highly
reliant on its energy ties with Iran. The country also
imports a wide range of goods from Iran including
food, agricultural products, home appliances, air
conditioners and spare car parts. 7

Venezuela under attack: 7 notes on electric shock

the insanity of the Trump administration and
the geostrategic chess game that lunatic neocons
have mapped out for U.S. foreign policy strategy
for decades.
“The U.S. condemns yesterday’s horrific terror
attack on Indian security forces,” U.S. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo wrote on Twitter at the time.
“My thoughts and prayers are with the victims
and their families. We stand with #India as it
confronts terrorism. Pakistan must not provide
safe haven for terrorists to threaten international
security.” 6

Jame Jam
Television
Festival honors
winners

Tehran Times/ Masoud Saki

Hanif Ghaffari
Political analyst

the government said in a statement, after
talks broke down over maintaining diplomatic ties between the two countries.
Chief Prosecutor Tarek Saab said
on Tuesday he was asking Venezuela’s
pro-Maduro Supreme Court to open an
investigation into opposition leader Juan
Guaido for participating in the alleged
“sabotage.” 1 3

TEHRAN — The Jame Jam Television Festival, which is annually organized by Islamic
Republic of Iran Broadcasting to honor its
top TV programs and films, honored winners
during a ceremony at the IRIB International
Conference Hall on Tuesday night.
The popular Iranian TV series “The Capital
5” directed by Sirus Moqaddam was crowned
best series.
“90”, Iran’s most popular TV program on
soccer hosted by Adel Ferdowsipur, received
the best special program award, while the most
watched-program award was given to the TV
program “Hala Khorshid” with anchor Reza
Rashidpur. 1 6

Taliban, U.S. fail
to find common
ground

T

he marathon fifth round of negotiations between the U.S. and Afghan
Taliban officials in Doha, which
lasted 16 long days, ended on Tuesday
without any breakthrough.
Even though the two sides claimed to
have made ‘progress’, it was not immediately clear what they agreed on. According
to reliable sources, they failed to build
consensus on ceasefire, intra-Afghan talks
and terrorism, while the ‘agreement’ over
withdrawal of foreign forces lacks clarity.
During 16 days of ‘negotiations’, the
two sides forcefully raised their demands,
weighed pros and cons of issues under
discussion, took multiple breaks, consulted
their respective leaderships, and eventually
failed to find a common ground.
The two sides have met many times
over the past many months, in different
countries, and each time agreeing to disagree. Many observers see these talks as
an exercise in futility since the people of
Afghanistan have no real representation
in it.
The democratically-elected government
in Kabul headed by President Ashraf Ghani
has been completely sidelined in these
negotiations, which is evident from the
heated statements issued by the President
and his aides in recent months.
They maintain that the direct negotiations between the U.S. and Taliban,
bypassing the government in Kabul, give
legitimacy to the insurgent group and
undermine the Ghani-led government.
It is also believed that President Ghani
and U.S. envoy in these negotiations and
the former U.S. ambassador to Kabul Zalmai Khalilzad don’t see eye to eye. The
relationship between the two university
friends has fallen apart since the direct
‘negotiations’ between the U.S. and Taliban started.
According to reports, in the latest round
of ‘negotiations’ in Doha, the two sides
held extensive deliberations on a range of
issues, especially the complete withdrawal
of foreign forces from Afghanistan. The
Taliban delegation led by Sher Abbas Stanikzai pitched it as their central demand.
Following the talks, Khalilzad took to
Twitter to bombastically claim that the
conditions for peace had “improved” and
they had made “real strides”. 6
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P O L I T I C S
MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
Many problems
rooted in ‘lack
of truthfulness’:
Leader
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Leader of the Islamic Revd
e
s
k olution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei told his
theology students on Monday that many of the country’s
domestic problems originate from “lack of truthfulness”.
“What does truthfulness mean? It means that when you say
something, it should conform to reality,” Ayatollah Khamenei
said, according to his official website, khamenei.ir.
“If you do not know whether what you say is confirmed
by facts or not, but you say it anyway, this is not truthfulness,” he added.
However, the Leader said, despite such issues “our country
is an Islamic country and to be fair, it is better than many
societies in the world in terms of purity and sincerity.”

Prosecutor:
Canada has turned
into safe haven for
embezzlers
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Mohammad Jafar Montazeri,
d
e
s
k Iran’s prosecutor general, said on Wednesday that Canada has turned into a safe haven for embezzlers.
Montazeri made the remarks in Tehran in response to a
question about the possibility of extraditing Marjan Sheikholeslami, one of the embezzlers, by Canada to Iran.
“Iran’s Interpol has a good cooperation with the Judiciary,
but with the international police abroad, especially in the
countries that hold animosity toward us, we have problems,”
he said, IRNA reported.
He also called on the Canadian police not to allow their
country become the gathering place of embezzlers.

Iran says will take
preemptive strikes
against border
threats
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Ali Shamkhani, secretary of
d
e
s
k the Supreme National Security Council,
said on Wednesday that Iran will take strong preemptive
strikes against any action that threatens security of national
borders.
“We precisely observe establishment and development
of military bases by extra-regional countries near our borders,” he said in a meeting in the northwestern city of Urmia.
He said, “During the past two years, anti-revolutionary
groups which are being supported by certain regional and
extra-regional countries have made any efforts to undermine
security at the country’s northwestern borders, however, they
failed by vigilance of the security apparatus and armed forces.”

Iran won’t start
war but will make
aggressors regret:
general
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Commander of the Khatamd
e
s
k al Anbiya Central Headquarters said on
Wednesday that while Iran will not wage a war on any country,
it will make those who attack Iran “ashamed” and “regretful”.
Major General Gholam Ali Rashid also said U.S. President
Donald Trump was provoked by Israel and Saudi Arabia to
be concerned about Iran’s regional power, Tasnim reported.
“He calculated that Iran’s influence in the region will be
reduced by sanctions,” General Rashid said, asking, “Isn’t
what’s happening in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and the region a
sign of Trump and his provokers’ miscalculations?”

‘Rouhani’s Iraq
trip indicates
U.S. failure to
isolate Iran’
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — MP Hossein Naqavi Hosseini
d
e
s
k has hailed the achievements of President
Hassan Rouhani’s visit to Iraq, saying the growing Tehran-Baghdad ties indicate Washington’s failure to isolate Iran.
“This trip has been well-reflected in foreign media that have
described it as a victory for Iran and a failure for the U.S.,”
Tasnim on Wednesday quoted Naqavi Hosseini as saying.
The Americans have been seeking to isolate the Islamic
Republic with the cooperation of the Zionist regime of Israel, he said.
It proved that not only they failed to blockade Iran but
also failed to create rifts between Iran and its neighbors,
the MP added.

Iran seizes 670
tons of narcotics
in 11 months
P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Iran’s police have seized
d
e
s
k 670 tons of narcotics over the past 11
months, the anti-narcotics police chief announced on
Wednesday.
“Since the start of the [current Iranian] year, 670 tons
of drugs have been busted all around Iran,” Mohammad
Masoud Zahedian said, IRNA reported.
Zahedian added that “most of the seized drugs is opium.”
He said there’s been a two-percent rise in the number of
detained individuals in connection with drug-trafficking.
He warned against a rise in traditional and modern drugs
such as methamphetamine in neighboring Afghanistan.
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Iran will respond firmly to any
act against oil shipment: Hatami

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — Defense
d
e
s
k Minister Amir Hatami
warned on Wednesday that Iran will respond firmly to any action against its oil
shipment.
His warning came as a response to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
who at a graduation ceremony of Israeli
navy cadets in Haifa on March 6, said the
regime’s navy could take action against
Iranian oil shipments.
He claimed that Iran is trying to “covertly” ship fuel over maritime routes to
“circumvent” the U.S. sanctions.
“To the extent that these attempts widen, the navy will have a more important
role in blocking these Iranian actions,”
Netanyahu threatened, according to
Press TV.
Hatami told IRNA on Wednesday that
this action is considered “banditry” and a
threat against international security and
Iran will respond to it firmly.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran’s armed
forces are definitely capable of defending
the country’s shipping routes in case of
any threat,” he asserted.
The Trump administration has used the
threat of insurance liabilities to pressure
countries into blocking Iranian ships.
Brian Hook, the State Department’s top
Iran diplomat, said in November 2018,
“If Iranian takers make calls to your ports
or transit through your waterways, this
comes at great risk.”
“Oil spills and accidents involving tankers are extremely costly. From the Suez
Canal to the Strait of Malacca — and all
chokepoints in between — Iranian tankers
are now a floating liability,” Washington
Examiner quoted him as saying.
“Countries, ports, and canal operators,
and private firms should know they will
be likely responsible for the cost of an
accident involving a self-insured Iranian
tanker,” he added.

Rouhani meets Grand Ayatollah Sistani in Najaf

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — President Hassan Rouhani
d
e
s
k on Wednesday met with Iraq’s top Shia
cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, in the holy city of
Najaf on the last day of his historic visit to neighboring Iraq.
During the meeting, Rouhani briefed Ayatollah Sistani
about the outcomes of his meetings with senior Iraqi officials.
He said his trip was aimed at expanding bilateral ties
based on “friendship” and “good neighborliness”, Fars
reported.
Ayatollah Sistani welcomed any step toward expansion of Iraq’s ties with its neighbors based on mutual
interests, respect for the sovereignty and not interfering
in the internal affairs of one another.
The ayatollah also pointed to the Iraqi people’s sacrifices in fighting Daesh (ISIL) and appreciated the role
that Iraq’s friends played in defeating the terrorist group.

Sistani also underlined the necessity of adopting a
“moderate approach” in dealing with regional issues.
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and
Tehran’s Ambassador to Baghdad Iraj Masjedi were
also present at the meeting.
Rouhani is the first Iranian president ever to have met
with Ayatollah Sistani, who is considered Iraq’s most influential religious figure.
It was one of the highlights of President Rouhani’s
Iraq trip, as Ayatollah Sistani usually do not agree to meet
with top political figures – even those of his own country.
Sistani seldom makes public speeches and have not
done interviews with media outlets. His views and statements are officially published through his representatives.
His fatwas have significantly contributed to shaping
Iraq’s political structure.

In June 2014, when Daesh unleashed its campaign of
terror and destruction in Iraq, Ayatollah Sistani called
on his followers to rush to the national army’s help in the
fight against the terrorist group.
The fatwa helped bring together Shia fighters, Sunni
tribesmen as well as Christian and Izadi volunteers
under the umbrella of the Popular Mobilization Units
(PMU), commonly known as Hashd al-Sha’abi, to reverse
Daesh’s gains and ultimately end the terror group’s
territorial rule in Iraq in late 2017.
Rouhani’s meeting with Sistani is also considered to
be a foundation for further expansion of ties between
Iran and Iraq.
The president, upon his arrival to Najaf on Wednesday
morning, also visited the holy shrine of Imam Ali (PBUH),
the first Imam of Shia Muslims.

Mogherini: Keeping nuclear deal is
preserving UN Security Council credibility

ICRC to launch mine-awareness
project in Iran

By staff and agency
European Union foreign policy chief
Federica Mogherini said on Tuesday
that keeping the 2015 nuclear deal is a
contribution to preserving credibility of
the UN Security Council.
During a speech at the UN Security
Council, she said, “Iran’s implementation
of its nuclear-related commitments has
been confirmed in fourteen consecutive
reports of the International Atomic Energy Agency – the latest just a couple of
weeks ago.”
“Alongside Iran’s implementation,
the lifting of nuclear-related sanctions
is an essential part of the deal. So we will
continue to work to preserve the economic
dividends of sanctions-lifting,” he said.
President Trump unilaterally pulled
Washington out of the nuclear deal in May
2018 and ordered reimposition of sanctions against Iran. This happened despite
the fact that U.S. intelligence agencies

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — The repd
e
s
k resentative of the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in Tehran has announced that
the international organization, with
the assistance of the Red Crescent of
Iran, will implement a mine-awareness
project in Iran.
“The project also includes Afghan
refugees residing in Iran,” Mark Ackerman said on Tuesday, according to
the Mizan news agency.
He said, “We have signed a memorandum of understanding with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Iranian Center for Demining to address
mine awareness, exchange of knowledge
and support for demining activities.”
The ICRC chief in Tehran pointed
to the damage of wars and the dangers
facing ordinary people from mines,
saying, “The international organization
has been working since several decades

have also endorsed Iran’s compliance
to the deal.
On January 31, France, Germany and
Britain announced the creation of INSTEX, a special purpose vehicle aimed
at facilitating legitimate trade between
European economic operators and Iran.
Mogherini, French Foreign Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian, German Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas and British Foreign
Secretary Jeremy Hunt has said INSTEX
will support legitimate European trade
with Iran.
Experts and diplomats have said the
mechanism is not efficient to offset the
U.S. sanctions against Iran.
On Tuesday, meetings started in Tehran between Iranian experts and senior
directors of INSTEX, IRNA reported.
Experts from Iran’s central bank, Foreign Ministry, Economy Ministry, and
representatives of the private sector are
participant at the meetings.

ago to address the problems of war and
the remnants of this phenomenon.”
“Today, we see that the weapons left
over from wars are taking tolls many
years after the wars, and they are preventing people from doing their daily
activities,” he regretted.
He highlighted that the Red Cross
is working to improve the rules of the
armed conflict to reduce the risks of
war. “We will succeed in endorsing its
laws and incorporating them.”
Ackerman referred to challenges
faced by Iran with regard to the mines
left from Saddam Hussein’s invasion
of Iran in the 1980s, saying, “Five
provinces in Iran, in an area equivalent to Switzerland, are dealing with
landmines.”
He also announced the readiness
of the Red Cross to clear the remaining landmines in Iran left from the
Saddam war.

MP: Europeans firm to implement INSTEX

P O L I T I C S TEHRAN — The Iranian deputy Pard
e
s
k liament speaker has stressed that the
Europeans are determined to implement a financial
mechanism, called Instrument in Support of Trade
Exchanges (INSTEX), for trade with Iran.
The instrument cannot be said to have great effects but
will help alleviate the effects of sanctions, Ali Motahari
said on Tuesday, according to the Islamic Republic
News Agency.
Pointing to the Monday trip to Iran of INSTEX
director Per Fischer, Motahari said the European figure had traveled to Tehran to discuss and review the
mechanism with the Iranian side.
The senior MP said one of the goals of the trip was to
clarify the ambiguities surrounding INSTEX, adding

that Fischer has traveled to Iran to make sure that
the system will be launched through agreements and
coordination with Iran.
Fischer’s visit to Iran could be a step forward, he
said, adding the mechanism is beneficial for Iran.
Fischer led a delegation of INSTEX officials to meet
with Iranian experts to set first steps to operate a mechanism to support trade between Iran and Europe and
to discuss how it cooperates with the relevant Iranian
institutions.
Representatives of relevant bodies, including Central Bank, Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade,
Ministry of Petroleum, Ministry of Economy and
Finance, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health
and Medical Education, Ministry of Transport and

Urban Development, Ministry of Energy, the Ports
and Maritime Organization, the Iran Shipping Company and Iran Air attended meetings with INSTEX
officials.
There were also specialized sub-meetings between
some departments, especially in the banking sector,
with delegations from the European side.
INSTEX was launched on January 31 by the UK,
Germany and France (the European Union signatories
of the nuclear deal) in order to facilitate legal trade
with Iran.
France agreed to take the mechanism under its
jurisdiction, while Iran is expected to establish a
similar entity. The vehicle should support technical
opportunities of making transactions with Tehran.

Shamkhani calls INSTEX ineffective
1
During a speech at a ceremony, he
also said that Iran-Iraq relations are “fruit
of resistance and strategic unity”.
The remarks by Shamkhani followed a
three-day historic visit by President Hassan
Rouhani to neighboring Iraq which produced
positive political and economic results.
“Iran constantly monitors
foreigners’ regional moves”

Shamkhani also said that Iran is constantly monitoring the moves being taken
by foreigners and certain regional countries
in the region.
“Certain countries in the region have
put suspicious nuclear projects on agenda
through spending petrodollars. Such actions
can endanger the world and cause a crisis
worse than the Takfiri terrorists and Daesh,”

the security chief remarked.
However, he said Iran adopts strategies
based on the nature of threats.
Shamkhani was indirectly referring to
sale of nuclear technology by the U.S. to
Saudi Arabia.
Speaking at the CERAWeek energy conference in Houston on Tuesday, U.S. Energy
Secretary Rick Perry told the Financial Times

that sale of nuclear technology to the Saudi
kingdom was making progress “closer to one
mile an hour than to Mach 1.2”.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Shamkhani
predicted the next Iranian calendar year,
which starts on March 21, will be the year of
victories in resolving the people’s problems
and a “powerful start for the second phase
of the revolution”.
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‘Iraq won’t let anyone use its soil
against neighbors’
A spokesman for the Iraqi Defense Ministry
has condemned a recent statement by U.S.
President Donald Trump that American forces
must remain in Iraq so Washington can keep
a close eye on neighboring Iran, stressing that
his country would never allow outsiders to
use its territory for military action against
any neighbor.
The Baghdad government “will not allow
anyone to work inside Iraq against any country
around us. We have good relations will all of our
neighbors,” Major General Tahseen al-Khafaji
said in an exclusive interview with Press TV in
Baghdad broadcast late on Tuesday.
He further noted that American troops
in Iraq, excluding combat forces, are solely
training and advising Iraqi government soldiers in the fight against the Daesh Takfiri
terrorist group, and providing them with
required logistics.
Khafaji then stressed that that the Iraqi
army is able to control the country by itself.
The senior Iraqi defense official also then
hailed Iran’s role in defeating Daesh terrorists.
“Iran helped Iraq in battles against Daesh.
We have advisors from Iran, who working
with Iraqi troops. We have good relationship”
and are planning to further expand such ties
in the future, Khafaji pointed out.
The Iraqi Defense Ministry spokesman
went on to say that his country will continue
to cooperate with Iran and Russia to eradicate

Daesh sleeper cells.
Khafaji highlighted that Iraq will keep a
close eye on the border with neighboring Syria
to prevent possible infiltration of terrorists
into the country.
He also praised fighters from the Iraqi
pro-government Popular Mobilization Units
(PMU) – better known by the Arabic name
Hashd al-Sha’abi, stating that they have formally inducted into Iraq’s security system,
and are fighting side by side with government
troops against Daesh terrorists.

On Saturday, Iraqi Shia cleric and the
leader of the National Wisdom Movement,
Ammar al-Hakim said his fellow countrymen and women reject both a permanent
foreign military base on Iraq’s territory and
the deployment of foreign combat forces to
the Arab country.
“Iraq is a sovereign state, not a subordinate
or subjugated one. In this sense, we say no
to foreign military bases, to foreign combat forces, to foreign missions, to unilateral
provocations, or to attacks on neighboring

countries from the Iraqi territory and airspace,” Hakim said.
Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi
strongly condemned Trump’s comments on
February 5, stressing that his country would
not accept being used for any acts of aggression against other states.
Earlier, Iraqi President Barham Salih had
hit back at the U.S. president, saying, “The
Iraqi constitution rejects the use of Iraq as
a base for hitting or attacking a neighboring
country.”
He said Trump had not asked Iraq’s permission for U.S. troops stationed there to
“watch Iran.”
In an interview with CBS television network
broadcast on February 3, Trump highlighted
the importance of a military base in Iraq,
saying it was crucial to the surveillance of
Iran’s activities.
“We spent a fortune on building this
incredible base, we might as well keep it.
And one of the reasons I want to keep it is
because I want to be looking a little bit at
Iran” he said in an apparent reference to Ayn
al-Asad Airbase in western Iraq, which he
visited during an unannounced trip to the
country last December.
When asked whether he planned to use
U.S. forces in Iraq to “strike” Iran, Trump
responded, “No… all I want to do is be able
to watch.”

Boris Johnson says Britain will leave the EU on March 29
after last-minute deal
Britain will leave the European Union on March 29 after a
deal is reached “at five minutes to midnight”, former British
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said on Wednesday.
Johnson, one of Britain’s most prominent Brexit campaigners, told LBC radio that the parliamentary vote on
Wednesday to rule out a no-deal exit would not take no-deal
off the table.
“It’s quite possible that parliament will vote symbolically
to say that it doesn’t want a no-deal ... but what happens then
is that under the law, the UK will leave the EU on March 29
because that is what the law provides,” Johnson told LBC.
What’s next for Brexit after PM May’s latest
defeat?
British Prime Minister Theresa May suffered another
resounding defeat in parliament when her Brexit deal was
voted down by 391 MPs against 242 who supported it.
More MPs decided to get on board on Tuesday and voted
in favour of the deal than last January when it was defeated
by a larger margin of 230.
But the legally binding changes the prime minister announced on Monday night - after a last-minute meeting with
the president of the European Commission, Jean-Claude
Juncker - did not prove enough for the hard Brexiter wing
of her party and for the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP),
the prime minister’s ally in Northern Ireland.
They both voted against it out of concerns over the socalled backstop protocol of the withdrawal agreement, an
insurance policy to keep an open border in the island of
Ireland. They argue the backstop could trap the UK within
the European Union’s trade rules indefinitely, and create a
divide between Northern Ireland and the rest of the country.
With fewer than three weeks to go before the Brexit deadline on March 29, the issue of the only land border between
the EU and the United Kingdom after the UK’s exit from the
block remains as thorny as at the start of the negotiations.
All options remain on the table for how Brexit might resolve.
Delaying Brexit
This appears to be the most likely option at the moment,
but it doesn’t rule out any of the others.
MPs will get to cast two more votes this week, the first
to rule out a “no-deal” exit on March 29, and the second to
delay Brexit by triggering Article 50 of the EU treaty.
Confident of the support of some conservative MPs who

had voted against her in the last “meaningful vote”, the prime
minister could also decide to put forward a request to extend
article 50 herself. This would buy her time to try and get more
concessions from the EU and hold a third vote on her deal.
May wants to avoid any extension that would oblige the
UK to take part in the European Parliament elections on
May 23 to 26 while in the process of exiting the bloc. That
means the new deadline would have to be before the new
assembly’s first sitting on July 2.
But extending Article 50 - which allows member states
to leave the bloc - is not unilateral; all other 27 EU member
states need to agree.
Any decision on a delay will be taken when the European
Council next convenes, on March 21-22.
No deal
MPs on Wednesday can rule out leaving the EU without
a deal on March 29, but a hard Brexit remains the default
option in EU law.
Fears for the consequences of a no-deal Brexit on British
businesses, as well as on UK and EU citizens, have increased
since May’s deal was defeated two months ago.
Businesses, particularly smaller ones, have admitted
they’re not ready.
“The EU has done everything it can to help get the Withdrawal Agreement over the line. The impasse can only be
solved in the UK. Our ‘no-deal’ preparations are now more
important than ever before,” said the EU’s chief Brexit negotiator, Michel Barnier, in a tweet after the second meaningful vote.
Brexiters hold the view that no deal is better than a bad
deal. Former foreign secretary Boris Johnson said on Tuesday
leaving without a deal is “the only safe route out” of the EU.
The threat of a no-deal Brexit has been key to May’s
negotiating strategy with the EU.
Another referendum
Opposition Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn announced two
weeks ago that his party is committed to backing a second
referendum. What options would be on the ballot papers
would have to be established by parliament, but they could
include remaining in the EU, leaving without a deal, or a
number of withdrawal options, including May’s deal.
A second referendum would have to gain parliamentary
approval, and at the moment it remains unclear if there

is a majority for it. Some Labour MPs from leave-voting
constituencies would side against it.
General election
Corbyn called for a general election after the deal was
defeated again on Tuesday. However, he also said the opposition was ready to work with the government to reach a
consensus on a deal.
If that is the route the prime minister decides to pursue, it
would be hard for her to keep her party together, according
to John Curtice, professor of politics at Strathclyde University and senior research fellow at NatCen Social Research.
While May said during her speech to the Commons that
MPs will now have to make choices as to whether they want
no Brexit, a second referendum, or a different deal, “what she
did not indicate is what, if anything, the government might
do to enable the house to make that choice”, said Curtice.
“What would be crucial is what amendments will be put
down on Thursday to begin opening up that process,” Curtice
told Al Jazeera.
The preconditions for a general election might then arise
if “the government finds itself being obliged by the House
of Commons to pursue a policy direction that the [Conservative] party can no longer cohere around. And, therefore,
basically the administration collapses,” said Curtice. “But
we’re not there yet.”
(Source: agencies)

Ethiopia, France sign military, navy deal, turn ‘new page’ in ties
Ethiopia and France agreed their first military
cooperation accord on Tuesday, a deal that
includes helping the landlocked nation build
a navy, as Paris seeks to boost economic ties
in Africa’s second-most populous country.
On a four-day visit to the Horn of Africa,
President Emmanuel Macron is looking to
break from France’s colonial history on the
continent and nurture relationships in a region
where it has lagged behind in recent years.
Macron wants to leverage a mixture of
Paris’ soft power in culture and education
and its military know-how to give it a foothold at a time when Ethiopia is opening up.
“This unprecedented defense cooperation agreement provides a framework... and
notably opens the way for France to assist in
establishing an Ethiopian naval component,”
Macron told a news conference alongside
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.
The accord also provides for air cooperation, joint operations and opportunities for
training and equipment purchases.
Abiy, who took over as premier in April
last year, has presided over major political
and economic changes that have included
the pardoning of exiled rebel groups and
reconciliation with longtime neighboring

foe Eritrea.
The country disbanded its navy in 1991
after its then-province Eritrea, which is on
the Red Sea, seceded following a three-decade
war for independence.
“We are here in a friendly country where
we want to strengthen and build a new page

in our common history,” Macron said. “Since
you became prime minister our vision (of
Ethiopia) has profoundly changed.”
He and Abiy also agreed deals to develop
Ethiopia’s cultural heritage, including preserving churches and opening an archaeological dig at a 12th century village. Paris

will provide 100 million euros to help the
country’s economic transition.
Macron was accompanied by a delegation
of businessmen, including the chief executive of telecommunications group Orange,
Stephane Richard, who is looking to position
the company ahead of Ethiopia’s privatisation
of the sector.
Shipper CMA-CGM and family-owned
agri-food group Soufflet are among firms
signing deals on Wednesday. A 50-strong
French business delegation is due in Addis
on Friday.
France’s history in Ethiopia dates back
to the start of the 20th century. Its largest
embassy compound in the world by size
- 43 hectares (106 acres) - was given to it
by Emperor Menelik II in 1907. In 1917 it
built the rail link between former colony
Djibouti and Addis. But these days its influence and business deals fail to rival the
likes of China.
“The railway between Djibouti and France
is 100 years old and the work that we now
want to complete with President Macron is
for the long-term. Perhaps in 100 years we’ll
talk about it again,” Abiy said.
(Source: Reuters)

Turkey censures Netanyahu
for ‘discrimination’ against
Arab Israelis
Turkey has denounced Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for his “blatant racism” against Arab Israelis after the
rightist premier said the occupied territories only belong to the
Jewish people and not all citizens.
Recently, Rotem Sela, a popular Israeli TV host and actress,
took to Instagram to criticize anti-Arab comments by Culture
Minister Miri Regev, an outspoken Netanyahu loyalist.
Netanyahu fired back by referring to a controversial law adopted
last year that declares the occupied territories exclusively “the
nation-state of the Jewish people.”
“Israel is not a state of all its citizens,” he wrote in an Instagram
post. “According to the basic nationality law we passed, Israel is
the nation state of the Jewish people – and only it.”
The Israeli prime minister also suggested on his online Likud
TV webcast that Arab citizens had more affiliation with the Arab
countries in the region than with Israel.
“The Arab citizens have 22 nation states around them and
they do not need another,” he said.
The remarks sparked condemnations, with critics saying
Netanyahu was demonizing the Arabs, who make up some 17.5
percent of Israel’s population, in a bid to boost right-wing turnout
for the April legislative elections.
On Tuesday, Turkish presidential spokesman Ibrahim Kalin
strongly condemned Netanyahu’s “blatant racism and discrimination.”
“1.6 million Arabs/Muslims live in Israel. Will the Western
governments react or keep silent under pressure again?” Kalin
asked on his official Twitter account.
Netanyahu, however, responded hours later, calling Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan a “dictator” who jails journalists
and judges.
Turkey slams Israel’s ‘brazen attacks’ on al-Aqsa
Separately on Tuesday, Ankara censured Israel’s stepped-up
raids on the sacred places of Islam after the regime forces closed
all entrances to the al-Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem
al-Quds amid clashes with Palestinian worshipers.
“Unfortunately, today, Israel’s aggression has increased
with encouragement from the U.S. We talk about all these
issues and will not give up our sacred and national causes,”
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said in the province of Antalya.
He also called on the international community to stand against
Tel Aviv, adding, “It is time to put a stop to Israel’s recklessness.
We can’t tolerate brazen attacks on our holy places and the world
must react to this.”
Palestinians have long been wary of Israeli attempts to change
the status quo of al-Aqsa Mosque, which is Islam’s third holiest
site and where only Muslim prayers are allowed under the status
quo reaffirmed in 1967 between Israel and Jordan.
Ties between Ankara and Tel Aviv soured in 2010 after an
Israeli raid on a Gaza-bound Turkish aid flotilla killed 10 Turkish
activists in high seas.
Six years later, they reached an agreement to normalize their ties.
Their relations, however, sank to a fresh low in May
2018 after they expelled their envoys amid growing tensions over the Israeli killing of dozens of Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip.
(Source: agencies)

Russia plans to launch
Crimea power stations on
March 18
Russia plans to officially launch two new power stations in Crimea
on March 18, five sources familiar with the plans told Reuters
on Wednesday.
The power stations were at the center of an international
scandal after German engineering company Siemens said its
power turbines had been installed at them without its knowledge
and in violation of European Union sanctions.
The planned launch will coincide with a possible visit to Crimea
by Russian President Vladimir Putin, the five sources said.
Technopromexport, the Russian company building the power
stations, declined to comment. The Kremlin did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.
Russia annexed Crimea from Ukraine in 2014.
(Source: RT)

Many people, including
schoolchildren, feared
trapped in Nigerian building
collapse
Many people including children were feared trapped on Wednesday after a building containing a school collapsed in Nigeria’s
commercial capital Lagos, an emergency agency spokesman said,
as rescue efforts began.
Ibrahim Farinloye, spokesman for the National Emergency
Management Agency’s southwest region, said there was no immediate information on any casualties.
“It is believed that many people including children are currently trapped in the building,” he said.
“The third floor of the building is housing a private school in
the area,” said Farinloye, adding that the three-storey building
came down at around 10 a.m. local time.
Workers on top of the rubble shoveled debris away as thousands
of people swarmed around the rescue site — dozens watching
from rooftops and hundreds more packed into the surrounding
streets, according to a Reuters reporter.
The building was in the Ita-faji area of Lagos island, the
original heart of the lagoon city before it expanded onto the
mainland.
Nigeria is frequently hit by building collapses, with weak enforcement of regulations and poor construction materials often
used. In 2016, more than 100 people were killed when a church
came down in southeastern Nigeria.
(Source: Reuters)

I NTE R NATI O NAL DAI LY

4

E C O N O M Y
S TO C K M A R K E T

TEDPIX

169115.5
2095.65

IFX

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

CURRENCIES
USD

42,000 rials

EUR

47,397 rials

GBP

54,978 rials

AED

11,437 rials

Source: cbi.ir

COMMODITIES
Brent

$67.06/b

WTI

$57.51/b

OPEC Basket

$66.01/b

Gold

$1,307.60/oz

Silver

$15.49/oz

Platinium

$846.30/oz

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

UK won’t apply tariffs on most
goods in a no-deal Brexit
The U.K. government won’t apply tariffs on most goods imported
into the country in the event of a no-deal Brexit, under a temporary plan announced Wednesday.
The government also said any tariffs won’t apply to goods
imported into Northern Ireland from Ireland. There will be a
“temporary, unilateral approach” that wouldn’t require checks
at the Irish land border.
According to the Temporary Tariff Regime, 87 percent of
goods by value will be eligible for tariff-free access, compared
with 80 percent currently. The remainder, including some meat
and dairy, as well as finished cars, will have tariffs to protect
domestic industry. The list doesn’t include car parts imported
from the European Union.
Click here to read the government statement.
The plan aims to offset a spike in prices that consumers would
experience in a no-deal scenario as a result of the falling pound
and higher costs of importing. The government called its plan
a “balanced approach.”
The government document comes after Prime Minister
Theresa May’s latest attempt to get her exit deal with the EU
through Parliament failed. The defeat means another vote on
Wednesday on a no-deal Brexit and, if that’s rejected, a further
one on Thursday on whether to extend the negotiations.
The U.K. will also retain existing tariffs in areas including
fuel and ceramics as a protection against “unfair global trading
practices,” such as dumping.
“This is no way to run a country,” Carolyn Fairbairn, director
general of the Confederation of British Industry, told the BBC.
“What we are potentially going to see is this imposition of new
terms of trade at the same time as business is blocked out of its
closest trading partner. This is a sledgehammer for our economy.”
The rates proposed by the U.K. would be lower than currently
set by the EU in many areas, ranging from 60 percent of the EU’s
most-favored nation rate for poultry meat to 13 percent of the
rate for cheese and pig meat.
On finished cars and trucks, the U.K. would apply a 10.6 percent
tariff, compared to the 11.3 percent the EU charges most-favored
nations. On textiles, the U.K. would apply 0.9 percent, compared
to the EU’s 8 percent. And footwear, on which the EU applies an
8.2 percent tariff, would be tariff-free into the U.K.
(Source: Bloomberg)

U.S. consumer prices rise for
the first time in 4 months
U.S. consumer prices rose for the first time in four months in
February, but the pace of the increase was modest, resulting in
the smallest annual gain in nearly 2-1/2 years.
The Labor Department said on Tuesday its Consumer Price Index
increased 0.2 percent, lifted by gains in the costs of food, gasoline
and rents. The CPI had been unchanged for three straight months.
In the 12 months through February, the CPI rose 1.5 percent,
the smallest gain since September 2016. The CPI increased 1.6
percent on a year-on-year basis in January.
Excluding the volatile food and energy components, the CPI
edged up 0.1 percent, the smallest increase since August 2018. The
so-called core CPI had increased by 0.2 percent for five straight
months.
In the 12 months through February, the core CPI rose 2.1 percent.
The core CPI had increased by 2.2 percent for three consecutive
months on an annual basis. Economists polled by Reuters had
forecast the CPI and the core CPI edging up 0.2 percent in February.
The Federal Reserve, which has a 2 percent inflation target,
tracks a different measure, the core personal consumption expenditures (PCE) price index, for monetary policy.
The core PCE price index increased 1.9 percent on a year-onyear basis in December after a similar gain in November. It hit the
U.S. central bank’s 2 percent inflation target in March last year
for the first time since April 2012.
Slowing domestic and global growth are keeping inflation in
check even as a tight labor market is driving up wages. Annual
wage growth jumped 3.4 percent in February, the biggest increase
since April 2009, from 3.1 percent in January.
A New York Fed survey of consumer expectations published
on Monday showed a drop in inflation expectations in February.
In a wide-ranging interview with CBS’s 60 Minutes news program, Fed Chairman Jerome Powell on Sunday reiterated the U.S.
central bank’s wait-and-see approach to further monetary policy
tightening this year. Powell said the Fed did “not feel any hurry”
to change the level of interest rates again.
The Fed hiked rates four times in 2018.
The January PCE price data will be released on March 19. It
was delayed by a 35-day partial shutdown of the federal government that ended on Jan. 25.
(Source: CNBC)
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Iran, India stress enhancement
of economic relations
Great potentials of non1
oil trade
Commencing the meeting, Karbasi underlined the long lasting trade relations
between Iran and India and noted that the
two sides should take necessary measures
to boost trade relations, not only in the oil
and energy sector but also in other areas like
agriculture, services and industry.
“To increase the trade turnover between
the two counties, we should not merely rely
on oil sector and the focus must shift to other
commodities and service areas and we should
try to remove the barriers in the way of non-oil
trade relations as well.” Karbasi said.
He mentioned industry, food, mining and
minerals, steel, cement and fruit and agricultural
products and leather goods as areas in which
India could benefit from in trade with Iran.
The official suggested that the two countries
foreign ministries and chambers of commerce
should coordinate in order to facilitate the trade
relations between the two countries provinces
in order to exploit the full trade potential of
the two sides’ non-oil sectors.
Boosting trade turnover to $30b
in 2 years
Further in his remarks Karbasi put the trade
turnover between the two sides in 2018 at $18
billion and expressed dissatisfaction with the
level of non-oil trade, saying “Of the total trade
exchange only $1.4 billion was accounted for
by Iran’s no-oil exports to India and $13 billion
came from oil exports.”
He pointed to the $30 billion trade target
that the two countries have put on agenda and
expressed hope that with the expansion of trade
between the two sides private sectors this target
could be realized within the next two years.
Strategic cooperation in Chabahar Port
Elsewhere in his remarks the deputy
mentioned the two countries strategic

Indian Ambassador to Tehran Gaddam Dharmendra (L) Deputy Head for International
Affairs at ICCIMA Mohammad-Reza Karbasi (C) in the Iran-India business forum in
Tehran on Wednesday
cooperation in Chabahar Port and noted,
“Since Chabahar Port is not under the U.S.
sanctions it has great potential for boosting
the trade between Iran and India and even
with other countries in the region.”
“Considering India’s significant potential
for bolstering trade with the CIS countries,
Chabahar Port could facilitate the country’s
trade acting as a hub for transshipping Indian
goods to the destination countries.”
Bolstering banking relations
Karbasi further mentioned the
agreements between the two countries on
preferential trade and banking relations and
noted that all these steps are an indication
that the two countries are determined to
boost and expand their trade ties beyond
the current levels.
He noted that very positive negotiations
were started during the Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif’s visit to

India and banks from both sides are currently
cooperating in order to keep the trade afloat.
The official mentioned the presence of
the representatives from IDBI and UCO
banks of India in the forum and took it as
an indication of progressive banking relations
between the two countries.
India determined to keep oil
imports from Iran
Indian Ambassador to Tehran Gaddam
Dharmendra for his part expressed his country’s
willingness for developing relations with Iran
on various areas especially in energy sector.
“After U.S. reimposed sanctions on Iran,
we immediately started exploring ways for
keeping our trade ties with Iran especially
in the energy and in this regard we used our
previous experiences with the previous rounds
of sanctions.” the ambassador said.
Asked by Tehran Times about India’s
negotiations with the U.S. for extending

the waivers for oil imports, the ambassador
noted that a delegation from his country
is currently in Washington to negotiate
with the U.S. in order to extend the waivers
beyond May.
He expressed hope that the U.S. will be
convinced to extend the waivers for India and
his country will be able to keep shipping in
Iranian crude oil.
Asked about the possible changes in the
level of oil imports from Iran, Dharmandra
said, “we should just wait and see but we hope
to keep the imports at the current level of
300,000 barrels if not higher.”
“Two of our refineries are exclusively using
Iranian crude oil and we cannot modify them
easily, so we have to maintain our oil imports
from Iran.” The official told the Tehran Times.
Iran, India’s Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV)
Dharmandra further mentioned the special
purpose vehicle (SPV) that Iran and India
are currently using for trade, saying “At
the time that the EU was still negotiating
the INSTEX, India and Iran had already
established their own SPV and this trade
channel has been operational for over six
months now.”
Explaining the SPV, the official said, the
revenues from Iranian exports to India will
be exchanged to rupee and reserved in the
country and in coordination with certain
Iranian banks, two Indian banks of IDBI
and UCO will exchange the revenue for
basic goods and commodities which Iran
imports from India.
The official further called on Iranian
companies and private sector to look
beyond the traditional trade items like rice
and tea and also take into consideration
cooperation in other sectors like medicine,
pharmaceuticals, technology and even meat
products.

West Karoun oil fields’
output at 350,000 bpd

‘93% of units in Iran’s industrial
estates are small-sized’

E N E R G Y TEHRAN
—
d
e
s
k Production of oil from
West Karoun oilfields has reached 350,000
barrels per day (bpd) in the current Iranian
calendar year (ends on March 20), the
managing director of Iran’s Petroleum
Engineering and Development Company
(PEDEC) told IRIB in an interview.
Touraj Dehqani said the figure shows
50,000 bpd rise from the daily production
in the past year and is planned to reach
400,000 bpd in the next year.
West Karoun oilfields which Iran shares
with Iraq at the western part of Iran’s
southwestern region of Karoun include
five major fields namely North Azadegan,
South Azadegan, North Yaran, South Yaran
and Yadavaran.
West Karoun holds great importance for
the country’s oil industry since according
to the latest studies, its in-situ deposit
is estimated to be 67 billion barrels

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Smalld
e
s
k sized units account for 93
percent of the total number of units active in
Iran’s industrial estates, according to Iranian
Deputy Industry Minister Mohsen Salehinia.
Stressing the significance of supporting
these units, the official said that small units are
more vulnerable to the economic pressures,
IRNA reported.
The deputy minister further said that
43,000 industrial and production units are
active in 983 industrial estates of the country
creating jobs for 885,000 persons.
In late February, Salehinia, who is also the
head of Iran Small Industries and Industrial
Parks Organization (ISIPO), said that about
1,300 industrial units have come back online
to production cycle via injection of financial
resource.
According to the official, in the upcoming
Iranian calendar year 1398 (starting March
21, 2019), the government plans to provide

containing both light and heavy crude
oils, and therefore it could have a big
impact on Iran’s oil output increases in
the future.
With the fields fully operational, their
output could add 1.2 million bpd to the
country’s oil production capacity.
Having an estimated 67 billion barrels
of in-situ oil, West Karoun fields definitely
deserve the spotlight which has been put
on them recently.

facilities under the framework of subsidies
for projects with more than 60 percent of
physical development, to supply working
capital of firms, to renovate production
units and etc.
Iranian small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) exported $3 billion
worth of commodities since the beginning
of current Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2018), according to Salehinia.
He said the exports have been conducted
by 2000 units.

100 worn-out passenger wagons scrapped

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Islamic Republic of Iran
d
e
s
k Railways (known as RAI) scrapped 100
worn-out passenger wagons, IRNA reported on Monday
quoting the acting head of RAI.
Saeed Rasouli said the wagons were over 30 years old.
As previously announced, RAI scrapped 615 worn-out
passenger wagons in the past Iranian calendar year (ended
on March 20, 2018).
By doing so the average age of the country’s fleet of passenger wagons fell by about 10 years.
RAI was planning to reduce its fleet age range to 20 years
by the end of the current Iranian calendar year (March
20, 2019).
Last week, the head of Raja Rail Transportation Company said 77 new passenger wagons have been added to the
country’s railway transportation fleet before the Persian
New Year (Nowrouz) holiday (which starts on March 21).

“Despite financial issues, in the last 27 months, over
50 new passenger cars have been purchased and added

to the country’s railway fleet.” ILNA quoted Mohammad
Rajabi as saying.
He also mentioned the renovation of more than 67 worn
wagons, saying “In addition to renovating this number of
wagons, we have managed to purchase 27 second-hand
passenger cars that are in excellent condition.”
“A total of 77 new wagons have been added to the country’s passenger railway transportation fleet.” Rajabi added.
Raja is an arm of the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways
which is in charge of handling passenger transportation.
According to Saeed Mohammadzadeh, the previous head
of RAI, development of Iranian railways requires more than
32,000 wagons and locomotives in the next four years when
the railway infrastructures are developed in the country.
“The national network fleet needs over 30,000 cargo
wagons, 2,000 passenger wagons and 650 locomotives in
the next four years.” The official says.

Russia to cooperate in renovating Iran’s heavy vehicles fleet
Representatives from Russian heavy vehicles
manufacturers sealed an agreement with
Iran’s Industrial Development and Renovation Organization (IDRO) to join a project for
renovating the heavy vehicles fleet in Iran.
In a meeting between a visiting Russian
industrial delegation and Deputy Head of
IDRO Behzad Etemadi on Tuesday, the
Russians accorded to help Iran renovate
its commercial fleet.
According to Etemadi, the Russian industrialists also voiced readiness for opening
credit lines and other financial and industrial
transactions between the two sides, as well.
The two sides also agreed to finalize some
cooperation agreements simultaneous with
the 15th Iran-Russia joint economic committee meeting which is to be held within
three months in Isfahan.
In a related front, late in February, highranking Iranian and Russian officials en-

dorsed an agreement to increase cooperation
between the two countries in area of road
transportation.
Manouchehr Salmanzadeh, an official in
Iran’s Road Maintenance and Transportation Organization, and Tatiana Yugeniuna,
an official of Russia’s Ministry of Transport,
signed the Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) in Tehran on February 27 in the field
of road transportation.
Based on the agreement, the two countries would facilitate road transportation and
improve the infrastructures in this sector.
A week before that, Iranian Ambassador
to Moscow Mehdi Sanayee said that the volume of trade between Iran and Russia had
hit $500 million because of the two sides’
determination to boost interactions, adding
that both Tehran and Moscow were after a
higher volume of commercial exchanges.
Sanayee said that the current level of eco-

nomic relations between Iran and Russia
could be raised even higher given the two
countries’ vast potentials.
“Unfortunately, the previous round of
sanctions left an adverse impact on the
economic ties between Iran and Russia, to
the point where our banking and trade ties
were nearly paralyzed,” the Iranian ambassador noted.
He went on to add, however, “currently,
we are making efforts to revitalize our economic relations, and we believe that the new
round of U.S. sanctions will not have a serious impact on the two countries’ relations”.
He said Russians have not abandoned any
serious project in their interactions with Iran.
“Russia is our partner, and I don’t think
the positions of any country in the region are
as close to Iran as those of Russia,” Sanayee
said. “I also think that the Russians have the
same opinion that Iran’s positions in the

international and regional arenas are the
closet to them, although the two countries
have their own particular views on certain
issues.”
Sanayee further noted that in the past five
years, Iranian and Russian presidents had
met and held talks for 16 times, and Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
had visited Russia and held talks with the
country’s officials for over 20 times in the
same period.
(Source: Fars News Agency)
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OPEC says Trump oil tweets add
to market uncertainties
OPEC’s secretary-general described U.S.
president Donald Trump’s tweets on oil
prices as “one of the new additions to the
list of uncertainties” facing producer nations
and the market more broadly.
Mohammed Barkindo, addressing reporters on the sidelines of the CERAWeek
energy industry conference in Houston, said:
“The president doesn’t give notice before
he tweets”.
Over the past year Trump has ramped
up the rhetoric against OPEC, calling on the
producer group to allow more supplies on to
the market to keep rising oil prices in check.
Last month, he said: “Oil prices getting too
high. OPEC, please relax and take it easy.”
OPEC producers are grappling with a growing number of challenges in the oil market,
from unrest in Libya and the fallout of U.S.
sanctions on Iran and Venezuela to accelerating production from the U.S.
As OPEC sought to restrain supply to prop
up prices, U.S. supplies have surged and the
U.S. is now producing more than 12m barrels
a day, exceeding Saudi Arabia and Russia.
After prices tumbled at the end of last year,

OPEC and its partners outside of the cartel
including Russia agreed to reduce supply
by 1.2m bpd for six months and are due to

meet again formally in April.
On Tuesday Brent crude hovered near
$67 a barrel, approaching the highest levels

so far this year.
Barkindo said it was understandable the
president of the largest producer nation in
the world would “take more than a passing
interest” in energy and oil markets. “We welcome this president joining this dialogue.”
The OPEC official has met with U.S. shale
producers and members of the financial community while in Houston as part of a push by
the producer group to build better relations
with the U.S.
OPEC is facing a fresh threat from legislation that is moving forward in Congress
and would make it possible for the U.S. government to prosecute the cartel’s member
countries for fixing oil prices.
Barkindo said he hoped “that reason will
prevail” to stall the move, which could be
detrimental for the cartel and broader oil
sector.
“Stability of the market is not only good
for OPEC and non-OPEC but for producers
from the shale basins,” said Barkindo, saying
the U.S. has also benefited from coordinated
action to stabilize the market.
(Source: Financial Times)

Argentina aims to boost gas output,
supply with higher investment: official

Russian oil firms ready
to cut production

Argentina’s efforts to boost its natural gas
output and supply are progressing through
new pipeline and transport projects and
auctions, moves that are expected to balance
the country’s production and demand, the
energy secretary said on Monday.
Pipeline construction contracts valued
at up to $1.8 billion to transport natural gas
from Argentina’s largest producing region,
Vaca Muerta, to Buenos Aires, could be
awarded by September, Minister Gustavo Lopetegui said during a briefing at an
energy conference in Houston.
The two phases of the pipeline could
move up to 40 million cubic meters of
production per day, more than half Vaca
Muerta’s current gas production.
The Vaca Muerta shale play will require
future investment of between $5 billion and
$10 billion per year, from $4.3 billion, now
to accelerate its growth, Lopetegui said.
At least four projects in Vaca Muerta
have passed from pilot phase to commercial
development in recent months, he added.
One incentive is the crude quality, which
makes it exportable. Vaca Muerta’s crude
production is expected to reach 100,000
bpd in the second half of the year versus
80,000 bpd currently.

At an energy ministry meeting earlier this
month, Russia’s oil majors confirmed that
they would be sticking to the production
cuts that Russia had pledged in the OPEC+
deal, Vagit Alekperov, president and CEO
of Russian oil producer Lukoil, said on
Tuesday.
At the meeting on March 1, Russian
oil firms unanimously agreed that they
would fulfill their commitments and
will cut production as agreed, Russia’s
TASS news agency quoted Alekperov as
saying on the sidelines of the CERAWeek
in Houston today.
There was some “special opinion” among
the Russian oil companies previously,
Alekperov said, reminding reporters of
the letter of Rosneft’s chief executive Igor
Sechin to Vladimir Putin in which the
Rosneft boss criticized the OPEC+ deal.
The firms have not discussed production
plans for the second half of the year and
have decided that they would do so after
April, Lukoil’s boss said.
The current OPEC+ deal expires in June.
Alexander
Dyukov,
CEO
at
Gazpromneft, told TASS that it was too
early to draw any conclusions about how
the deal would proceed after June. The

The country also plans monthly auctions
for offering domestic gas and will launch
in May a separate four-year gas auction
for offering winter gas at prices indexed
to imported liquefied natural gas (LNG).
Argentina is a net gas producer with
most output coming from Vaca Muerta,
one of the world’s largest reserves of shale
oil and gas. The nation now imports natural gas through a pipeline from Bolivia
in a contract recently re-negotiated to set
seasonal pricing and supply, and it buys
costly liquefied natural gas (LNG) to cover
its needs during the winter.
Argentina also recently took advantage
of growing domestic gas production to resume gas exports to Chile and Brazil and is
working to make the exports routine, he said.
To continue growing, Vaca Muerta
needs greater investment in exploration
and production and in pipelines, storage
terminals, and railways to transport and
ship crude and gas.
Argentina started having an energy trade
imbalance in 2011, which has been shrinking
in recent years as domestic crude and gas
production grows, gas exports resume and
subsidies ease.
(Source: Reuters)

fate of the agreement should be reviewed
after all countries will have achieved their
respective reductions, Dyukov said, noting
that some countries—including Russia—
have not yet reached their quota under
the deal.
Russia will speed up its oil production
cuts this month and plans to reach its
share of the OPEC/non-OPEC output
reduction by end-March or early April,
Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak
said last week.
As part of the OPEC+ production cuts,
Russia is taking the lion’s share of the
non-OPEC cuts and pledged to reduce
production by 230,000 bpd from October’s
post-Soviet record level of 11.421 million
bpd, to 11.191 million bpd.
Moscow, however, has repeatedly
said that due to weather and geological
conditions in the cold Russian winter, it
cannot cut its oil production too quickly.
In mid-January, Khalid al-Falih, the
energy minister of Saudi Arabia—the
OPEC kingpin and key Russian ally in all
OPEC/non-OPEC production policy deals
since early 2017—had said that Russia was
moving with the cuts “slower than I’d like.”
(Source: oilprice.com)
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Oil extends gains on
OPEC+ cuts and signs
of U.S. supply drop
Crude rose for a third day after an industry report showed an
unexpected drop in U.S. stockpiles at a time when the world’s
top producers are said to be looking at a plan to extend their
output curbs.
Futures in New York added as much as 0.7 percent, rising
above $57 a barrel. U.S. crude inventories declined 2.58 million
barrels last week, the American Petroleum Institute was said
to report.
OPEC and its allies are discussing Saudi Arabia’s proposal
to extend the deal on production cuts through the second half
of the year, Interfax news service reported.
Oil has rallied more than 25 percent this year as the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries and its partners continue
to show their commitment to restrain production even in the
face of criticism by President Donald Trump. Adding to the
market’s bullish tone, the U.S. government lowered its output
forecast for the first time in six months on the back of slowing
American drilling activity.
“As bullish factors including API data and Saudi proposal to
extend cuts are placing upward pressure, crude markets may
see an upside swing in the short term,” said Takayuki Nogami,
chief economist at Japan Oil, Gas and Metals National Corp. in
Tokyo. Still, Trump’s tweet in late February aimed at keeping
OPEC and higher oil prices in check has a “psychological effect”
on investors and could limit gains, Nogami said.
West Texas Intermediate for April delivery climbed as much as
41 cents to $57.28 a barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange
and traded at $57.24 at 4:03 p.m. in Singapore. The contract
added 8 cents to $56.87 on Tuesday.
Brent for May settlement rose 21 cents to $66.88 a barrel on
the London-based ICE Futures Europe exchange. The contract
climbed 9 cents to $66.67 on Tuesday. The global benchmark
crude traded at a $9.33 premium to WTI for the same month.
If a decline in U.S. crude inventories is confirmed by the
Energy Information Administration’s report, it would be a
second drop in three weeks. The median forecast of analysts
surveyed by Bloomberg is for a 3 million-barrel increase in
nationwide stockpiles.
The OPEC coalition may make a decision on the extension
of the curbs in April, Interfax reported, citing an unidentified
person close to the producer group. The deal may be extended
under current conditions on output cuts or slightly relaxed.
Saudi Arabia is already pumping less than required in the pact
signed in December, and is said to plan extending its deeperthan-agreed cuts into a second month.
The U.S. Energy Information Administration in its monthly
Short-Term Energy Outlook trimmed its 2019 forecast for the
nation’s crude output to 12.3 million barrels a day -- 110,000
barrels-a-day lower than it had forecast previously. In 2020,
production is expected to reach 13.03 million barrels a day -170,000 barrels a day lower than last month’s estimate. That’s
after the nation’s rig count tumbled to a 10-month low last week,
suggesting the rate of production growth could slow.
(Source: Bloomberg)

Orsted looks for ways to
avoid hard Brexit tariffs on
UK offshore wind projects
Denmark’s Orsted is looking at ways to avoid potential tariffs
on imports of components for its multi-billion pound British
offshore wind farms in the event of a disorderly Brexit, the
company’s UK chief told Reuters.
With only 16 days before Britain is due to leave the European
Union, there is still no ratified divorce deal, leading business to
fear a “no-deal” exit that could see World Trade Organization
(WTO) tariffs applied to some goods.

Oil markets see an explosion of bullish news
Oil prices jumped to two-week highs on Tuesday morning,
rising on the back of severe outages in Venezuela and the
ongoing production cuts from OPEC+.
A devastating electricity blackout swept over Venezuela
late last week, crippling daily life for much of the country.
PDVSA’s oil exports have been severely disrupted, and while
data is scarce, output may have plunged by half to about
500,000 bpd, according to Energy Aspects. “Operations
halted at main facilities, reducing output of main synthetic
grades and blended Merey to almost zero,” Energy Aspects
wrote in a note.
“There’s a vicious circle,” the International Energy Agency’s head Fatih Birol told Bloomberg on the sidelines of the
IHS CERAWeek Conference in Houston. “Since the oil isn’t
exported, there’s not revenue, since there’s not revenue you
cannot invest in infrastructure.”
The big question is how long the outage will last. The
U.S. State Department announced the withdrawal of its
remaining embassy personnel in Caracas. That could reduce
the potential for conflict, since any incursion on American
personnel could be used as a pretext for an escalation, possibly even military intervention. However, the withdrawal
cuts both ways. Removing American diplomats could get
them out of harm’s way, clearing the way for bolder action.
Worryingly, U.S. Secretary of State justified the withdrawal
by saying that keeping them in Venezuela had become a
“constraint” on U.S. policy.
The outages have global implications. Oil prices surged
at the start of the week, with WTI jumping above $57 per
barrel, and Brent above $67 per barrel.
Meanwhile, the OPEC+ cuts remain in place, and Saudi
Arabia has suggested that it would maintain output well
below its required levels. As part of the Vienna agreement
in December, Saudi Arabia agreed to limit output to 10.3

million barrels per day (mb/d). However, as of March, Saudi
officials said that they would only produce 9.8 mb/d. More
recently, Saudi Arabia indicated it would maintain the 9.8
mb/d level through April, a sign that even as oil prices inch
up, Riyadh would rather err on the side of doing too much
rather than too little.
Saudi oil minister Khalid al-Falih also indicated that the
OPEC production cuts could remain in place beyond June.
Combined, Venezuela and Saudi Arabia have provided
a jolt to the market. “Oil prices are rising for the second
day in a row…They are continuing to receive tailwind from
yesterday’s announcement by Saudi Arabia that it will significantly restrict oil supply in April,” Commerzbank wrote
in a note on Tuesday. “This shows Saudi Arabia’s resolve to
keep the oil market balanced by keeping oil supply tight.
Additional buoyancy has come from news that the massive
power outage in Venezuela, that has been ongoing for five
days now, is also hampering the country’s oil exports.”
On top of that, U.S. oil production actually fell slightly
in December, an indication that the blistering growth rate

could be “taking a breather after a six-month-long streak
of all-time highs,” Barclays wrote in a report. The U.S. averaged 11.85 mb/d in December, down roughly 60,000 bpd
from November levels. The decline came as a surprise after
consecutive months of rapid growth.
It is too early to come to any conclusions, and one month’s
worth of data does not indicate a trend, but the collapse of
oil prices in November and December may have slowed
the trajectory of the U.S. shale patch. Spending cuts and
pressure from investors are forcing a lot of companies to
curtail their ambitions.
To be sure, ost forecasts still call for another year of massive output growth. The EIA sees production jumping by
another 1.4 mb/d. But other analysts said that the spending
cuts could result in output undershooting those estimates.
“Fundamentally I think supply estimates for the U.S will
disappoint,” Ben Dell, managing partner at Kimmeridge,
told CNBC.
“We expect production growth to remain relatively soft
during H1 19 but pick up pace in the second half,” Barclays said.
In short, there are several factors working in a bullish
direction, especially when compared to more pessimistic
forecasts from a few months ago. Demand has held steady,
defying dire forecasts for an imminent collapse due to a
souring economy. The OPEC+ cuts, combined with unexpected outages, are tightening up the market. And while
there is a great deal of uncertainty, U.S. shale could potentially slow down.
While inventories have yet to demonstrate a decline following the OPEC+ cuts, the market appears to be tightening
up. Next up: Waivers on U.S. sanctions on Iran are a little
more than two months away from expiration, which offers
another land mine for global supply.
(Source: oilprice.com)

Analysts at Wood Mackenzie say around two-thirds of the
UK offshore wind supply chain is currently sourced from nonUK based firms.
“We have talked about ways of mitigating any potential
extra costs a hard Brexit and WTO rules may bring,” Matthew
Wright, Orsted UK managing director said in an interview.
“We obviously have contingency plans as we are in the
middle of building what will be the world’s largest wind farm,”
he said. “It may be that components can be imported and
warehoused for re-export to avoid duties.”
Offshore wind farms are often so far out to sea that they
don’t fall within a country’s customs territory, meaning they
could technically count as export destinations. Goods brought
into a country for re-export can avoid import duties.
However, “there are certain conditions with this like the
length of time the products can be stored and the extent to
which they could be assembled before exporting,” said Ursula
Johnston, director of Customs and Trade at international law
firm Gowling WLG.
Orsted operates several wind farms off the coast of Britain
and is currently building the Hornsea One project with Global
Infrastructure Partners, located around 120 kilometres off the
north east coast of England.
With a capacity of 1.2 gigawatts, Hornsea One will be the
world’s largest offshore wind farm when complete next year.
The Wood Mackenzie analysts say a hard Brexit could see
default WTO tariffs averaging 2.7 percent on imports and
exports of offshore wind components.
“The tariffs may not be hugely significant, but they would
be an unwanted cost,” Wright said.
Britain said earlier on Wednesday it would eliminate import
tariffs on a wide range of goods in the event of a no-deal Brexit.
(Source: Reuters)
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NEWS IN BRIEF
13 Malaysians
who joined
ISIS want to
return
INTERNATIONAL TEHRAN — A group of 13 Malaysians
d
e
s
k who had joined the ISIS to fight in Syria are
now making desperate attempts to return to their country.
The fighters are caught in an offensive against ISIS in
eastern Syria and are itching to return home, according to
reports. Some have even contacted their families.
In recent months, with the defeat of ISIS in Syria and
triumph of the Syrian army, many ISIS fighters from different countries have expressed their desire to reunite with
their families.
Before these 19 Malaysian fighters, some teenage girls
from UK who had left their families and joined ISIS in Syria
had expressed their desire to return to their birth country.
Having married ISIS fighters and bore children with them,
the girls feared for the safety of their children and wanted
to return. However, they expressed no remorse for joining
ISIS and marrying ISIS fighters.
So far, 11 Malaysians have returned home from Syria.
Eight men were charged in court and convicted. The other
three included one woman and two children, aged 3 and 5
respectively. A total of 102 Malaysians are known to have
joined ISIS, according to reports. Forty were killed fighting in Syria and Iraq, of which nine were suicide bombers.

‘Pakistan
deploys F-16
jets along India
border’
INTERNATIONAL TEHRAN — While strenuous efforts
d
e
s
k have been made by various stakeholders
to facilitate a de-escalation of tensions between India and
Pakistan, everything does not seem to be hunky-dory as yet.
According to reports, Pakistan has deployed an entire
F-16 fighter jet squadron along the Indian border, which
shows they are ready for an eventuality.
A report in Hindustan Times newspaper, quoting an unnamed Indian defense official, said PAF’s F-16 acquired from
U.S. and Jordan are on high alert along India-Pak border-from
Hyderabad in Sindh to Skardu in Northern Areas.
On Monday, Pakistan’s foreign ministry once again cautioned India against any misadventure, as general elections
in India as approaching.
The two countries have stopped regular Director General
of Military Operations level (DGMO-level) talks, in which
two military officers hold telephonic conversation to defuse
tense situations on the border.
Many regional countries have offered mediation between
the two warring countries, including China, Russia and Iran.
“China has been mediating between the two sides, engaged
in dialogues and working very hard to promote talks, ease
tensions, and improve their relations,” Lu Kang, China’s
foreign ministry spokesperson said on Monday.

India in talks
with U.S.
over sanctions
waiver
INTERNATIONAL TEHRAN — To ensure extension of
d
e
s
k exemptions from U.S. sanctions, India
has been engaged in extensive deliberations with the U.S.
authorities, according to Indian petroleum officials.
U.S. has imposed sanctions on countries importing oil
from Iran, while granting waivers to some countries, including India, until May. India is one of the biggest customers of
Iranian oil. The remark comes after U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said on Monday that Washington intended
to bring Iran’s oil exports to zero.
Many countries, including China, France, Germany, Russia, UK and the European Union — the other signatories to
the Iran nuclear deal — slammed Washington’s decision to
pull out from the deal.
India, a key ally of Iran, also refused to recognize the
sanctions and continued importing oil from Iran, before
the waiver was given.
Writing in Wire, commentator Dilip Hiro said the sanctions
have only strengthened ties between the two countries. “All in
all, therefore, the net result of the Trump administration’s move
against Tehran has led to the strengthening of economic ties
between India and the Islamic Republic,” he wrote.

TAPI gas
pipeline
project gets
headway
INTERNATIONAL TEHRAN — In a major development,
d
e
s
k Pakistan and Turkmenistan signed the
draft of the host government agreement to facilitate the
implementation of $10 billion TAPI gas pipeline project.
The ambitious Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
India (TAPI) project is estimated at the cost of mammoth
$25 billion.
Turkmenistan is supposed to spend 85 per cent of total
cost of the project including investing $15 billion to develop
gas fields and $10 billion to build gas pipeline whereas other
participating countries – Afghanistan, Pakistan and India
would contribute 5 per cent each.
Under the agreement inked on Tuesday, Pakistan would
facilitate the TAPI Pipeline Company Limited (TPCL) to lay
gas pipeline in its territory against which it would receive
a transit fee, Pakistan’s The Express Tribune quoted one
official as saying.
The TAPI gas pipeline project aims to bring natural gas
from the Gylkynish and adjacent gas fields in Turkmenistan
to Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India.
The project will be conducted in two phases. The first phase
is free to flow phase with an estimated cost of $5 billion to
6 US$ billion whereas the second phase is the installation
of compressor stations with the cost of $1.9 to $2 billion.
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EU on the warpath with China, calls
Beijing ‘systemic rival’

INTERNATIONAL TEHRAN — The rivalry
d
e
s
k between China and the
U.S. is legendary so is the confrontation between the U.S. and European Union. Now,
the common enemies of the U.S. – China
and EU – are on the warpath.
The tensions have escalated over the past
few weeks, apparently under U.S. pressure,
with European Union now openly coming
out against the Asian bulwark.
On Tuesday, for the first time, European
Union slammed Beijing as a “systemic rival”
and issued a strategic communication listing
10 proposals for dealing with China.
European Union also launched a tirade
against Italy for aligning closely with China’s
ambitious One Belt, One Road project, which
seeks to promote Chinese trade from Asia
into Europe.
In a sharply-worded statement, the EU
called China “an economic competitor in
pursuit of technological leadership and systemic rival promoting alternative models of
governance.”
The EU strategy proposes 10 “concrete
actions” concerning China, which are supposed to be discussed and endorsed by EU
leaders at upcoming meeting on March 21-22.
The last EU-China strategy, adopted three
years ago, had stopped short of criticising
China’s trade practice, such as strategic
takeovers of European companies as part

of the Made in China 2025 strategy.
But, this time, European Union has
adopted a more aggressive stance against
China, purportedly provoked by the United
States, which fears China’s growing influence in Europe.
Beijing’s growing power in Europe has
been more apparent with Italy showing its
inclination to become the first G7 country to
join the One Belt, One Road project.
“There is a growing appreciation in Europe that the balance of challenges and op-

portunities presented by China has shifted.
In the last decade, China’s economic power
and political influence have grown with unprecedented scale and speed, reflecting its
ambitions to become a leading global power,”
the EU communication said.
European Commission vice president Jyrki
Katainen said China is a strategic partner of
the European Union and both pursue strong
bilateral and multilateral cooperation on issues of mutual interest.
“With this Communication we make

concrete proposals on how the EU can act
to strengthen its competitiveness, ensure
more reciprocity and level playing field, and
protect its market economy from possible
distortions,” the official said.
According to analysts, EU’s strategy basically seeks to limit China’s involvement in
Europe and it is fiercely opposed to European
Union members becoming part of China’s
grand economic project.
The Chinese mission to the EU has said
that it would respond to the EU communication on Wednesday.
Earlier, China’s foreign minister Wang Yi
had urged Europe to stay “independent” in
its dealings with China and called for strong
ties in the face of increased U.S. pressure.
Wang’s comments on Friday was in response to backlash over reports that Italy
was planning to join Beijing’s Belt and Road
Initiative and a push for a more unified EU
approach when dealing with China.
“We believe that as one of the major forces
in the world, Europe will proceed from its
own fundamental and long-term interests.
[Europe] will surely maintain independence,
stability and enthusiasm in its China’s policy,”
he told a press conference in Beijing.
China and U.S. have been embroiled in a
bitter trade war with Trump administration
announcing high tariffs on Chinese goods
and Beijing refusing to budge.

Taliban, U.S. fail to find common ground
He said the two sides had “agreed in draft” on
1
counter-terrorism assurances and troop withdrawal, but
failed to find a common ground on intra-Afghan dialogue
and a comprehensive ceasefire.
Afghan Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid also issued a statement saying that extensive talks were held on
“two previously agreed-upon issues”.
“Those two issues were the withdrawal of all foreign forces
from Afghanistan and preventing anyone from harming
others from Afghan soil,” he said in a statement.
He asserted that no agreement was reached between
the two sides regarding ceasefire and direct talks with the
government in Kabul.
So, as it appears, there has still been no agreement on
ceasefire and intra-Afghan talks. The timing and procedure
of the drawdown of foreign forces from Afghanistan is also
ambiguous, making the whole exercise futile and fruitless.
Observers in the war-ravaged country believe there can
be no headway in ‘peace parleys’ unless the insurgent group
accepts the condition of ceasefire and engages in direct talks
with the Afghan government. The two sides have failed to
agree on both these conditions.
Top Afghan government officials have overtly and covertly denounced the talks between the two parties that have
been chiefly responsible for wreaking havoc in the country,
while sidelining the real stakeholders – the government and
people of Afghanistan.
Afghanistan’s chief executive Dr. Abdullah Abdullah
addressing a meeting of the council of ministers in Kabul
on Tuesday said Afghans have “concerns” about “unknown
aspects” of U.S.-Taliban negotiations.
“We all have a responsibility to defend the entirety of
the political system in Afghanistan. Elections are the sole

constitutional mechanism to determine the future government,” he asserted, in reference to reports that the U.S.
government might offer the insurgent group role in future
Afghan government. Afghan foreign minister Salahuddin
Rabbani in a meeting with his German counterpart Heiko
Maas in Kabul on Monday maintained that the only way to
achieve peace in Afghanistan was to start “face-to-face talks
between the Afghan government and the Taliban”.
Questioning the credibility of ongoing Taliban-U.S. talks,
Rabbani said that any process where the government and the
people of Afghanistan have no role “will not be acceptable”.
Commenting on the so-called ‘agreement’ between the
two sides over the withdrawal of foreign forces, Afghan civil
society activist Samira Hamidi asked withdrawal at “what
conditions and guarantees”?
“Can United States assure Afghans, who still remember
the failed deals, agreements and civil war that the country
will not turn to a battle field,” she tweeted.

Wazhma Frogh, a civil society activist, said this process
is dangerous for the people of Afghanistan.
“When their priorities are not part of any outside-led
process, their voices & concerns missing, a small insurgent
group gets to decide the shape of Afghan society,” she tweeted,
criticizing the ongoing ‘negotiations’,” she tweeted.
Hamdullah Mohib, President Ghani’s national security
advisor (NSA), said peace is imperative and needed urgently,
but should not be at any cost.
“The Constitution must be respected, as well as the
democratic state and elected government it constitutes.
The process must be inclusive and representative of the
new Afghanistan, not a deal made between elites,” he said
in his speech at UN Security Council (UNSC).
The U.S. war in Afghanistan, which began following the
invasion of the country in 2001, has now stretched into its
18th year with no results and no end in sight. According to
UN reports, civilian casualties have touched a new high in
recent years. Commenting on the failure of U.S. in Afghanistan, a report in The Intercept said the ongoing talks offer a
“serious reality check about the outcome of 18 years of U.S.
military presence in Afghanistan”.
“For many observers, the negotiations register as a defeat
— recognition that the Taliban has not only survived, but is
likely to play an integral role in Afghanistan’s future,” said
the report by Bilal Sarwari and Murtaza Hussain.
That is essentially the legacy of U.S. in Afghanistan – 18
years of war, thousands of civilian casualties, destruction
of the country, exploitation of resources, and still no signs
of madness coming to a halt.
Worse still, the group Americans claimed to fight all these
18 years might soon regain power, courtesy the failed strategy
of U.S. in Afghanistan.

U.S. rubbing both India and Pakistan wrong way
Okay, so the US is sticking with
1
India and pushing back on Pakistan? Hardly
surprising, given the U.S. had already completely turned its back on Pakistan in a bid
to ensure it ceases being so cozy with China
and Iran.
And yet, at the same time, the U.S. had
begun quietly pressuring India to kowtow
to its interests as well. Just last week, the
Trump administration notified Congress
that it intended to scrap trade concessions
for India, previously the largest beneficiary
of the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) that impacts over $5.6 billion worth of
trade for India. The GSP was established in
the 1970s to encourage economic growth in
some of the world’s 121 developing nations.
It also bears mentioning that in tandem
with its attack on India, the U.S. has also
included Turkey on its recent tariff-hit list,
stating that Turkey had outgrown the GSP’s
incentives.
While this is still not likely to be a major
blow on its own, the timing is peculiar.
Firstly, India’s national elections are currently on the table, even as I type. Secondly,
nuclear-armed India was about to go to war
with nuclear-armed Pakistan, and the timing of the Trump administration’s move is
clearly intended to send a very hard-hitting
message about what New Delhi needs to do
if its leadership are to survive the next few
years. Third, U.S. Secretary of Commerce
Wilbur Ross was supposed to visit India for
talks this week and ended up canceling his
trip for some of the most bogus reasons ever
provided, even in the age of Donald Trump.
India may be a stalwart ally of the United
States, but it still needs to be kept in line. In
some regards, India doesn’t play by the rules.
One such example is that while it views China
as its ultimate regional rival, it does appear to

want to find some common ground and has
begun strengthening ties in areas which are
viable. In the process, India has also appeared
to assist Iran in bypassing U.S. sanctions as
well. As Bloomberg explains, this current
push against India follows Washington’s attempts to pressure New Delhi on its Iranian
oil imports, as well as its ties to Venezuela,
a nation which has recently become public
enemy number one. As a result, India had
no choice but to increase its oil, natural gas
and coal imports from the United States.
The official line goes something quite different, however. According to the Trump
administration, the justifications for the move
against India were that India has failed to
provide the US with enough access to its
markets. An official U.S. Trade Representative’s Office statement said that: “India has
implemented a wide array of trade barriers
that create serious negative effects on United
States commerce.”
In reality, the U.S. has been planning this
since approximately a year ago. In Donald
Trump’s assessment of the situation, India
has been taking the United States for a free
ride as it has been enjoying zero tariffs on
$5.6 billion worth of exports. US government data suggests that in 2017, India was
the largest beneficiary of the GSP.
“Despite intensive engagement, India has
failed to take the necessary steps to meet the
GSP criterion,” Trump’s statement added.
Furthermore, over the past year, India’s
leadership has raised import tariffs on U.S.
goods in order to support its own domestic manufacturing, which in turn hit some
of America’s biggest companies including
Amazon, Walmart, Apple, and Ford.
If we are being honest about it, this seems
to be another case where an aggressive U.S.
strategy towards an ally is likely to backfire

quite dramatically. If the Indian government is
seen by its domestic population as crumbling
to pressure exerted by Washington, this is
likely to create and reignite an anti-American
sentiment within the country. So, at the end
of the day, what exactly is the U.S. trying
to achieve? Even if the Indian government
bows down completely to American interests,
it risks losing its popularity within its own
domestic population, which at the end of the
day is more important to its own survival than
the backing of the U.S. president.
In June last year, the Trump administration already decided to hit India where
it hurts with 25 percent tariffs on steel and
10 percent levies on aluminum. At the time,
India threatened it would respond in kind,
and the relationship seemed set to deteriorate
even further.
As most countries are forced to, however,
India has in turn submitted a more balanced
and nuanced approach. According to a top
trade official, India would not react hastily
and had no immediate plans to retaliate, saying what the US is doing does not warrant a
“knee-jerk reaction.” In fact, Indian Commerce
Secretary Anup Wadhawan alleged that the
GSP only gave India a benefit of just $190
million per year, undermining the damage
that Trump’s move will have done.
It’s laughable in some ways because, at
the outset, India seemed to be one of the key
beneficiaries that were to emerge out of the
rubble of the U.S.-China trade war. This may
no longer be the case if the U.S. continues
down this pathway.
And just to give everyone a heads up, like
most issues affecting the wider Asian region,
expect to see multiple lies from the mainstream
media about this topic. One such example
is Donald Trump’s statement at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC)

where he announced that “When we send a
motorcycle to India they charge 100 percent
tariff…When India sends a motorcycle to us,
we charge nothing.”
According to the Washington Post, this
statement is true. According to facts and logic,
it is untrue, as Indian President Narendra
Modi already lowered tariffs on U.S. motorcycles from 75 percent to 50 percent in
2018. Harley-Davidson, for one, only pays
tariffs for a fraction of their bikes.
Supposedly, there is still a window of opportunity for the U.S. president to reverse
his decision. But even if he was to do so,
in my estimation, the damage has already
been done when it became clear that at any
time (in fact, at a very crucial time for India
prior to its elections), it can feel the wrath
and fury of the Trump administration over
trade practices that seem to make little sense
to anyone with a basic sense of economics.
So what? – some of you may ask – the
Trump administration is just being the
Trump administration, pretending that
putting America first means treating
everyone as an untrustworthy adversary.
Well, on the one hand, the US appears to
be making an unnecessary enemy out of
India with regard to trade. On the other
hand, while India’s Israeli-made bombs
rained down in Pakistan, it turns out that
Pakistan has been relying on US-made and
supplied bombs, including its use of the
U.S.-supplied F-16s which are equipped
with advanced medium range air-to-air
missiles against the Indian air force.
Sooner or later, allies and adversaries
will probably end up finding it much easier
to work together and bypass the aggressive
strategy of the Trump administration, which
seeks to dictate how every country behaves
regarding its own basic wants and needs.
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Iran’s Trump card to challenge U.S.
In mid-November 2018 and in a meet1
ing with Iraqi President Barham Salih in Tehran,
President Rouhani announced that Iran and Iraq
could raise annual bilateral trade to $20 billion
from the current level of $12 billion.
According to the data the President of Iran World
Trade Center Mohammad Reza Sabzalipour provided Mehr news agency, “Iraq has been the main
importer of Iranian products during the first nine
months of the Iranian calendar year 1397 (ending
March 20, 2019). Some 22 percent of Iranian products have been exported to Iraq in the said time.
Iran’s non-oil exports to Iraq grew 60 percent in
terms of value and 68 percent in terms of weight
in the said time.”
“Iraq could manage to beat Iran’s ex-main importer, China, in the said time,” he added.
“According to the data released by Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA),
Iran exported $3.416 billion of goods to Iraq in
the first five months of the 1397 (March 21- August
22, 2018), registering $812 million increase in
comparison with the same time in the previous
year,” he said.
“Iran’s imports from Iraq stood at $3.713 million
in the first five months of 1397, showing a remarkable drop from its previous level of $32.68 million
in the preceding year,” the official announced.
“The sharp rise in exports to Iraq and the drop
in imports from the country has made the trade
balance between the two countries positive, at
$3.41 billion, in favor of Iran,” Sabzalipour added.
“Trade balance with Iran has improved for
$841.30 million, in comparison with the same
period in 1396,” he said.
Besides expansion of trade cooperation between
the two countries, Iran is interested in developing the
volume and number of its investments in Iraq since
trade activities are short-term accomplishments
while joint investments can warrantee two sides’
cooperation in the long-run. Some joint industrial

parks have been established at the Iran-Iraq joint
border and the idea is worth to be preserved.
Construction industry, technology and science,
medicine and medical equipment, engineering
services, biotechnology and ICT are among the
potential sectors for Iran to rely on the way to
boost economic ties with Iraq.
Iraqis warmly welcome Rouhani
As the first official visit to Iraq during his tenure,
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani left Tehran for
Baghdad on Monday for a three-day visit to meet
Iraq’s president, prime minister and parliament
speaker, and the top Iraqi Shia cleric Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani to deepen close relations between

the two countries in all fields of mutual interest.
The president was accompanied by a high-ranking delegation, comprised of senior Iranian officials
and a huge private sector business delegation.
During his stay a series of agreements were
signed in energy, regional security, no-fee visas,
connecting railways, dredging border river after 43
years, joint industrial zones, energy cooperation,
$20B in trade, and PTA transport, agriculture,
industry, health and etc. with the Arab neighbor.
Iran and Iraq also issued a joint statement on
Tuesday and urged commitment to the implementation of the 1975 Treaty and the expeditious
dredging of the border river.

Being warmly received by both the Iraqi government and the nation, Rouhani declared that
“no power can separate this united community”.
U.S., Iran, Iraq triangle
The U.S. has pulled out the majority of its military forces from Iraq and the only way to preserve
authority over the country would be economic
dominance.
Through economic dominance, the U.S. would
find a chance to fortify its political relations with
Iraq, to overshadow Iran-Iraq economic and trade
ties, hinder exports of Iranian goods to Iraq and
utilize Iraq as a platform to create new challenges
for Iran.
Therefore, the U.S. is concerned about the close
ties between Tehran and Baghdad and seeks to
reduce the mutual interactions between the two
neighbors.
It has adopted the policy of confronting the
Popular Mobilization Forces in Iraq to counter
Iran, as well. Underlining the importance of Iraqi
independence from Iran, U.S. believes that President
developing ties with Iran is not in the interest of
the Iraqi people, while the U.S. is helping Baghdad
to become independent in its electricity needs.
However, Iran believes that the U.S. has always
sought to hatch plots against the peoples of the
region and the Islamic Republic of Iran is preserved
to continue its role in resolving regional problems
and promoting interaction among countries.
Iraqi officials do not want U.S. enmity with Iran
to influence Iran-Iraq relations and has applied an
unbiased political position against Iran and the U.S.
They have been trying their best to persuade U.S.
continue Iran sanctions waivers for their country.
However, they have been under U.S. pressure to
reduce trade ties with Iran since Washington reintroduced sanctions against Iran last May. As Iraq’s
foreign minister has said recently that his country
is not obliged to abide by sanctions imposed by the
U.S. against Iran and would be pursuing options
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to continue bilateral trade.
Iran and Iraq in order to be able to continue
their economic cooperation despite the U.S. pressure have agreed to trade in euros. Currently, the
U.S. has given Iraq a six-month waiver to continue
buying energy form Iran.
A true image of the triangle can be described
briefly in Bloomberg words on Wednesday: “Iraq
and Iran build economic ties with the U.S. on the
sidelines.”
On agenda
Thanks to the warm and growing political and
economic relations between Iran and Iraq, the
bed is set for Iran’s more effective presence in
the Iraqi market.
Rouhani’s trip to Iraq can spur Iranian businessmen and investors to be more determined
in competing with their foreign rivals to obtain a
bigger stake from the Iraqi market.
However, lack of proper banking relations is the
main issue decelerating development of mutual
economic ties.
Iraq has expressed readiness to establish a joint
bank with Iran. In February, governors of the
central banks of Iran and Iraq signed an agreement
to develop a payment mechanism aimed at facilitating banking ties between the two neighboring
countries. They also seek using rial and dinar in
bilateral trade and to allow the banks of the two
countries to issue letters of credit on the basis of
Iranian rial and Iraqi dinar.
In a bid to establish tight commercial relations,
it is a must for the two sides to develop mutual
transportation ties, sign preferential as well as
free trade agreements, remove visa issuance and
customs bureaucratic procedures. Expansion of
banking and financial infrastructure, including
opening credit lines and offering facilities, besides
insurance ties are the other measures necessary
for the two countries to take to hit the set economic goals.

Venezuela under attack: 7 notes on electric shock
That round of recovery (his glorious arrival
1
in Maiquetía), after the defeat on February 23, the
day on which he took for granted the entry of “humanitarian aid,” had no effect beyond the temporary
media frenzy. As a result, Guaidó returned to the
uncomfortable starting point of two months ago.
Worn out by the February 23 defeat and without
concrete actions of presidential command that would
catapult him domestically, the orchestration of the
following operations would be entirely run by the
United States.
An excited as usual Marco Rubio, announced
hours before the blackout that “Venezuelans will
live the most severe shortage of food and gasoline,”
revealing he had knowledge that some kind of shock
would happen in the next few hours. For its part,
the Russian government issued a statement alerting that “the United States is developing a backup
plan that seeks to introduce trained illegal armed
groups in Venezuela in order to carry out sabotage
and other subversive activities. The ongoing dirty
war was alerted by both sides of the geopolitical
conflict over Venezuela.
Rubio’s self-fulfilling prophecy came true in a
generalized blackout that had an expanded impact
on the country’s banking, telecommunications and
vital public services network (hospitals, water supply,
transportation, etc.), hindering their functioning for
as long as possible and paralyzing the population’s
routine activities. In short, a covert attack on the
gravitational centre of the Venezuelan electricity
system, planned to intensify social and economic
discontent, thus reviving the “humanitarian crisis”
and “failed state” narrative, with which they hoped
to reactivate Guaidó’s flagging’s leadership.
But this tendency to appeal to anti-political options and unconventional warfare when political
resources fail is neither new nor recent (it suffices
to remember the continued attacks on the electricity
system when the colour revolutions of 2014 and
2017 began to ebb away). In his own way Bloomberg hinted at this in its latest report. Guaidó’s wear
and tear, his inability to lead a reasonably serious
transition process, clears the way for attacks such
as the one against the Guri system, armed violence,
irregular Contra Nicaraguan-style war, to become
“legitimate” and “urgent” alternatives to confront
Chavismo. Trump’s special envoy to Venezuela, Elliott
Abrams, the father of the mercenary war against
Nicaragua in the 1980s, has ample knowledge of
these forms of war.
2.
Embargo and sanctions: weapons of mass
destruction
In addition to the historical vulnerabilities of an
electricity system dependent on oil revenues, there
has been a ferocious policy of financial sanctions that
has diminished the capacity for public investment in
strategic branches of the State. Venezuelan money
seized by the United States is worth 30 billion dollars,
which, using Guaidó’s “parallel government” as a
tool, has left the country without liquid resources
to deal with the difficulties brought about by the
sanctions. Meanwhile, Guaidó uses the embargoed
money, allegedly, to scurrilously cancel some interest
on the foreign debt.
The national electricity system has been under
attack for an explosive mixture between disinvestment, intensified by the financial blockade, loss of
specialized technical personnel due to salary depreciation and systematic sabotage operations, the latest
always put into effect when the political offensive is
recovered by Chavismo. Chris Floyd, author of The
Empire Burlesque, was right to designate financial
sanctions as a “holocaust”: the use of this weapon
of mass destruction in countries such as Iraq, Iran

and Syria, shows that the damage to the crucial infrastructure of the world’s poorest countries, such as
Iraq, Iran and Syria, is similar to an intense bombing
campaign with cruise missiles.
In this sense, the blackout is an extension of the
embargo against Venezuela, of U.S. policy of restricting imports, blocking accounts and obstructing
access to liquid money in the international financial
markets and in its own oil market, prohibiting the
payment of exports to Venezuela. The blackout is
also a metaphor for the state of siege under which
the country is maintained and how the financial
blockade, which hinders the use of money to recover
an already weakened national electricity system that
sustains the country’s oil and economic activity, is
a substitute for military weapons.
3.
The modality of the cybernetic coup and
crime against humanity
At first, and this is what Guaidó would make
known with his call for a “national strike” last Tuesday in front of some public administration unions,
a forceful action would precipitate this announced
paralysis. The modality of manufacturing a situation
of collapse, as when the Credicard payment platform in 2016, annulled its system to interrupt all
commercial and economic activities in the country,
this time was executed by expanding its radius of
affectation.
The burden of stress and discontent is sought
to induce in the population, as fuel to stimulate
a situation of generalized anarchy, which could
somehow be channeled into violent protests in favour of Guaidó. This indicates that the strategy of
chaos (through cyber sabotage and craft focused on
critical infrastructure that make the country work)
is used as a tool of massive shock in order to wear
the population down. The operation is not only of
electricity war, because its consequences cover all
the routine activities of Venezuelan society, to which
access to the food, to hospital service and to basic
communications is obstructed. The violent outbreaks
they sought to ignite quickly became extinct in a
climate of collective exhaustion that awaited the
arrival of electricity.
A crime against humanity seen in the light of the
Rome Statute and international law, while seeking the
physical destruction of a population group using as
weapons of war the basic elements of its subsistence.
Marco Rubio and Mike Pompeo reacted jokingly
to the blackout with a charge of humiliation and
sadism that accurately reflects the motivations and
underlying strategy of the coup against Venezuela:
as the “Guaidó plan” fails to achieve its objectives of
achieving the fracture of the FANB that oust Maduro,
the civilian population (without ideological discrimination) becomes a prime victim of the continuous
covert military aggression led by the United States.
This cybernetic coup against the national electricity
system implies a de facto military aggression, an
extension of the one that occurred on the Colombian-Venezuelan border on February 23.
4.
It is not an end in itself: conditions for
irregular warfare
Since Guaidó’s return his media projection has
become marginal. This premeditated reduction of its
visibility contrasts with the increasing weight that
the Southern Command, John Bolton, Marco Rubio
and Mike Pompeo have in terms of the orientation of
regime change. In this sense, the harmful effects of the
blackout fit perfectly with the narrative of “humanitarian crisis”, under which the Southern Command
and Venezuelan ultra-right, since 2016, mobilize
the “urgency” of activating a device of “humanitarian intervention” that neutralizes the prohibition
of the U.S. Congress, the UN Security Council and

the pragmatic consensus for the non-intervention
that has been emerging in Latin America.
However, the blackout as such is not an end in
itself. On an operational level, it would seem, especially because of the blackout generated by the
interruption of the electricity system, that rather this
is a maneuver to sharpen the country’s vulnerabilities
and measure the military response capacity of the
Republic’s defensive systems in the face of irregular
and mercenary military action, which would take
advantage of the information blockade to cover up
armed incursions, its operational map and those
directly responsible on the ground.
Therefore, at the level of the theatre of operations
of the war against Venezuela, the blackout translates into the generation of a diffuse and confusing
panorama that would favour the execution of false
flag operations, paramilitary incursions and other

“requires a control system that is technically called
‘scada system’, which is nothing more than a system
of supervision, control and data requisition that allows, from a computer perspective, to control all the
elements of energy generation. If you sabotage this,
you sabotage the operation. But to sabotage this you
need two things: either you must have access from
the outside or you must have internal complicity to
modify the processes.
Precedents of this type are found in countries
directly attacked or pressured by the United States,
such as Iraq and Lebanon, where blackouts have been
systematic and consecutive, one after the other for
tens of hours. The “aftershocks” in the interruption of
the energy supply would respond to these sequences
of offensives that have already been experienced in
other contexts of asymmetric and irregular warfare.
The creation of hacker armies and cyber-war ma-

violent actions that precipitate a state of generalized
commotion, which could be presented as the triggering
event of a preventative military intervention, either
to “stabilize the country due to the humanitarian
crisis” or to “save Venezuelans from a situation of
failed state” in “humanitarian crisis”. Within this
narrative framework, Julio Borges, Antonio Ledezma,
Juan Gauidó and the war cabinet against Venezuela, work hand in hand protected by the doctrine of
controlled chaos of US manufacturing.
With the blackout, they seek to give physical concreteness to the “humanitarian crisis”, not only at a
propaganda level, but also taking advantage of the
human casualties and complications of a various
types generated by the sabotage operation.
5.
Characteristics of the aggression
This time there was no attack on substations
or electricity transmission lines, as had been tried
on different occasions, according to CIA sabotage
manuals against the Sandinista Nicaragua of the
80s, already declassified.
It should be noted that the software used (called
Scada) in the Automated Control System (SCA), that
operates the functioning of the engines, is the one
created by the company ABB, which has not worked
in the country for years. This ABB company, which
in Venezuela worked as ABB Trilateral Consortium
(ABB Venezuela, ABB Canada, ABB Switzerland),
designed a Guri modernization project at the end
of the last decade, during the government of Hugo
Chávez, in which it describes in depth both the system
under attack and the basic organization of Guri.
Geopolitical analyst Vladimir Adrianza Salas, in
an interview with TeleSur, relates the attack with
the consortium. He explained that the Guri dam

terials by the CIA and NSA has been documented by
this website: we reviewed a documentary explaining
the origin of the Stuxnet virus, which should point
to the corridors of these U.S. intelligence agencies.
That cyber-attack instrument aimed both at sabotaging nuclear research facilities in Iran and at
installing a circumstantial picture that could lead
to an attack on Iran’s automated national electricity network (analogous to the Guri system), in the
event of a declared war between Washington and
the Islamic Republic.
President Nicolás Maduro, in the evening hours of
March 9, was certain that this was the biggest attack
against Venezuela in the last 200 republican years,
after the attack on the national electrical system was
extended intermittently at 60 hours.
6.
Slow down recovery trends
The blackout occurs amid trends in recovery at
different scales, at an economic level, a decline in
prices of sensitive food has reduced the tension at the
beginning of the year, while at a financial level the
restructuring of the exchange market has managed
to contain one of the variables of induced inflation:
the rise in the price of currencies on the black market.
These tendencies have favoured the political stability
of the country, amid unconventional aggression and
threats of military intervention, taking away from
Guaidó not only the power of convocation, but also
the capacity of maneuver to capitalize the generalized
discontent caused by the sanctions.
Thus, the blackout seeks to curb these tendencies
of social, political and economic recovery, aggravating by means of a generalized boycott the means of
payment, access to food and hospitals and the normal development of Venezuelan society. Similarly,

the aggressiveness of the attack aims to weaken the
country’s oil and industrial production.
7.
The country’s conscience (remember
2002-2003) and the pulse of intervention
Just as in 2002, the Venezuelan population has
experienced a generalized baptism of fire. A sabotage operation aimed at precipitating a generalized
chaos, which puts at risk the health and food of the
people, the economic activity of the country, its
telecommunications and our most basic routines,
takes us back to the landscape of the oil sabotage of
the years 2002-2003, where the opposition of that
moment, the same ones that manage an intervention
together with the United States and Colombia today,
executed a state of siege paralyzing the oil industry.
The reaction of the population, psychologically
attacked during the last years in order to stimulate
them to a civil war that makes an intervention possible, has been adverse to the calculation of sabotage.
Calm has been imposed, the use of portable stoves
in buildings and neighbourhoods for cooking, the
mobilization of the country’s physical resources to
deal with the most pressing emergencies, but above
all the generalized vocation of the country not to fall
into a provocation that seeks to lead to a civil and
armed confrontation. The violence was defeated as
in 2002-2003, that landscape that marks our contemporary history today offers the lesson that after
a test of fire has been overcome, where the brutality
of the coup is of massive impact, the cohesion of the
people is reaffirmed.
At the close of this publication, Juan Guaidó is
trying to channel the impact of the blackout to “declare an extraordinary emergency” in the National
Assembly, because according to him “the time has
come to take the step,” flirting with the idea of using the Constitution to legitimize an intervention.
Precisely in this orientation as a way of closing the
cycle of sabotage, it can be seen that the end of the
blackout endeavors to fabricate the conditions of
anarchy, chaos and absence of vital services, to press
for a “humanitarian intervention” on Venezuelan
soil, with the approval of the National Assembly and
the “coalition of Latin American countries”, ready to
take forceful action, which John Bolton is arming.
That pressure, however, is specific and staggered.
In view of the arrival of the technical mission of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights, the blackout
will seek to be channeled towards a deepening of the
“humanitarian crisis” file in Venezuela, which, if well
managed and promoted in the media, could result
in a change of position at the level of the region, of
the UN itself, of the U.S. Congress, on the “urgency”
of a “humanitarian relief” action requested by the
“parallel government.
A maneuver that lowers the curtains for Guaidó,
who is trapped in an ill-conceived plan and dependent
on the chain of command of the war cabinet against
Venezuela in Washington, must be sacrificed in order
to give way to war. A sufficiently convincing image
of the sacrifice is that a politician uses a lever of
state power, in this case the National Assembly, to
legitimize a foreign military intervention. A suicide
accompanied by sectors of the Caracas ultra-right,
direct sons of the first Spanish colonizers, who are
clamouring for the activation of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) that destroyed Libya, Kosovo,
Iraq, and other regions that the United States has
plundered to maintain its status as a world power.
But the blackout must be another lesson, and it
must force us to look at the social codes and collective
and solidarity habits that emerged in 2002-2003,
weapons as a historical and spiritual community
at our disposal to maintain the thread of life of our
homeland’s history.
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Apt in Zafaranieh
350 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., furn
spj, parking spot, $4000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Jordan
2th floor, 150 sq.m, 3Bdr.
equipped kitchen, furn
balcony, elevator, fire place out
door swimming pool
renovated, parking spot, $500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Elahieh
brand new, 7th floor, 370 sq.m
4 Bdrs., fully furn, equipped
kitchen, gathering room, gym
sauna, Jacuzzi, billiard, squash
saloon, BBQ lobby, city view, park
ing spots, $6500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Niavaran
brand new, 1th floor, 147 sq.m 3
Bdrs., unfurn, spj, nice lobby,
private yard
parking spot, $1250
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Qeytarieh
2th floor, 164 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
furn, equipped kitchen
renovated, 2 parking spots
$1500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Valiasr - Elahieh
2 th floor, 320 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
furn, storage, parking spot
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

MARCH 14, 2019

Villa in Aqdasieh
duplex, 750 sq.m land, 500 sq.m
built up, 5 Bdrs., nice garden
indoor swimming pool, sauna
3 parking spots
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Villa in Zafaranieh
duplex, 564 sq.m, 6 Bdrs., fully
furn, spj, yard, parking spot
renovated, $5500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Duplex Villa
in Shahrak Qarb
140 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., unfurn
yard, renovated, roof garden
storage, parking spot
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Triplex Villa in Niavaran
800 sq.m land, 550 sq.m built up,
sauna, outdoor pool
parking spot
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Villa in Zafaranieh
triplex, 1000 sq.m land
1300 sq.m built up, 3 Bdrs.
4 master bedrooms, spj
CCTV camera, parking spot
$12000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Whole Building in Zafaraniyeh
brand new, 5 floors, each apt 175
sq.m with 3 Bdrs., elevator
10 parking spots
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Andarzgoo blvd
3th floor, 100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, parking spot
$1200
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Office in North Shirazi
administrative office license
brand new, 6 floors, 6 apts
each apt 120 sq.m flat
5 parking spots, $12000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Jordan
5th floor 105 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
furn, elevator, storage
$700
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building
in South Kamranieh
20 apts, 216 sq.m to 204 sq.m
70 Bdrs. totally, spj, gym
industrial kitchen, restaurant
driver’s room, security system
20 parking spots
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Whole Building in Zafar
brand new, 6 floors, 6 apts
sq.m administrative office 1400
license, 400 sq.m commercial flat
parking spots, $25000 16
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Whole Building in Jordan
3 floors, 500 sq.m land, totally
650 sq.m built$7000
up, swimming pool
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Triplex Villa in Jordan
1380 sq.m land, 2000 sq.m built
up, furn, outdoor swimming pool,
yard, parking spot
4-side entrances
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in Zafaraniyeh
6 floors, 6 apts, each apt
230 sq.m with 3 Bdrs., spj
parking spots, $16000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apartment in Velenjak
2th floor, 200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs. furn,
balcony elevator, storage spj,
parking spot, 24/7 security
$1700
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Whole Building in Zafaranieh
3 apts, 568 sq.m land, 1220 sq.m
built up totally, 17 Bdrs. unfurn,
elevator
storage, lots parking spots
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Whole Building in Zafaranieh
almost new, 5 apts, each apt
175 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., balcony
elevator, lobby, parking spot
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Fereshteh
75 sq.m, 1 Bdrs., furn
spj, tennis court, elevator
parking spot, $1400
Short term
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Rent to Foreigners

KAMRANIEH

A building block, threeunit apartments, each
250 sq.m, furnished,
unfurnished

Tel:

09121115159
TEHRAN TIMES

Iran’s Leading
International Daily
Advertising Dept

Tel:
Advertising Dept:

times1979@gmail.com

+9821 430 51 450
www.tehrantimes.com

021 - 430 51 450

The Tehran Times new pocket-sized glossary is now
available on the market. The reader-friendly is a rich source
of the most common journalistic terminology collected by
the daily’s retired staff.
It can benefit a wide range of tastes from students to
professional journalists. Persian equivalents have been
given for all entries, including idioms and expressions. The
glossary also includes example sentences for entries the
authors thought it would be a bit difficult to learn.
For more information contact:

Tel: 021 - 430 51 450
times1979@gmail.com
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Dialysis patients rise annually
by 4,000 in Iran: official
H E A L T H TEHRAN — The numd
e
s
k ber of patients in Iran
undergoing dialysis for chronic kidney
diseases increase by 4000 per year, Mehdi
Shadnoosh, the director of the Transplantation Department at the Ministry
of Health announced, Tasnim reported
on Wednesday.
In this way, some 40,000 dialysis patients will be added to current 32,000
patients over the next decade, he explained.
“No fund can cover and manage such
expenses, hence we have two ways: one
is transplantation and the other is peritoneal dialysis.”
The health ministry also plans to
improve the peritoneal dialysis in the
future, he said.
In peritoneal dialysis, a sterile solution
containing glucose (called dialysate) is run
through a tube into the peritoneal cavity,
the abdominal body cavity around the
intestine, where the peritoneal membrane
acts as a partially permeable membrane.
Although the health ministry is planning for educating people and also prevention, he said.
In late February, Shadnoosh announced that there are around 8,600
people in Iran waiting to receive a kidney
transplant. In addition, 15 to 16 thousand
patients receive dialysis every day.
He said that every round of dialysis
costs around 4.5 million rials (around
$107) for the healthcare system.
Kidney transplant and dialysis are
free services in Iran, so there must be
more focus on teaching people the proper
preventive methods such as controlling
their high blood pressure and diabetes.
According to the World Health Organization, a study revealed that in 2015, 1.2
million people died from kidney failure,
an increase of 32% since 2005.
In 2010, an estimated 2.3–7.1 million
people with end-stage kidney disease
died without access to chronic dialysis. Additionally, each year, around 1.7
million people are thought to die from
acute kidney injury. Overall, therefore,

There are around 8,600 people in Iran
waiting to receive a kidney transplant.
In addition, 15 to 16 thousand patients
receive dialysis every day.
an estimated 5–10 million people die
annually from kidney disease.
World Kidney Day 2019: Kidney health for everyone everywhere
The World Kidney Day (WKD), a joint
initiative of the International Society of
Nephrology (ISN) and the International
Federation of Kidney Foundations (IFKF),
is celebrated annually on March 14.
The theme of 2019 for World Kidney Day is ‘kidney health for everyone
everywhere’.
According to worldkidneyday.org,
850 million people worldwide are now
estimated to have kidney diseases from
various causes. Chronic kidney diseases
(CKD) cause at least 2.4 million deaths per
year and are now the 6th fastest growing

cause of death.
Acute kidney injury (AKI), an important driver of CKD, affects over 13
million people worldwide and 85% of
these cases are found in low and middle-income countries (LMICs). Around
1.7 people are estimated to die annually
because of AKI.
Moreover, CKD and AKI are important contributors to increased morbidity
and mortality from other diseases and
risk factors including cardiovascular
disease, diabetes, hypertension, obesity, as well as infections such as HIV,
malaria, tuberculosis, and hepatitis.
Furthermore, CKD and AKI in children,
not only lead to substantial morbidity
and mortality during childhood but

also result in medical issues beyond
childhood.
This year, World Kidney Day sets out to
raise awareness of the high and increasing
burden of kidney diseases worldwide
and the need for strategies for kidney
diseases prevention and management.
Kidney Health for Everyone Everywhere calls for universal health coverage
(UHC) for prevention and early treatment
of kidney disease.
The ultimate goal of a UHC policy
is to promote population health by
ensuring universal, sustainable and
equitable access to essential healthcare
of high quality, protecting people from
health impoverishment and improving
equity in health across socioeconomic
groups.
Specifically, WKD calls on everyone
to advocate for concrete measures in
every country to improve kidney care:
• Encourage and adopt healthy lifestyles (access to clean water, exercise,
healthy diet, tobacco control. Many types
of kidney diseases can be prevented, delayed or kept under control when appropriate prevention measures are in place.
• Make screening for kidney diseases a primary healthcare intervention
including access to identification tools
(e.g. urine and blood tests). Screening of
high-risk individuals and early diagnosis
and treatment is cost-effective to prevent
or delay end-stage kidney diseases.
•Ensure kidney patients receive basic
health services they need (e.g. blood pressure and cholesterol control, essential
medications) to delay disease progression
without suffering financial hardship.
• Call for transparent policies governing equitable and sustainable access to
advanced health care services (e.g. dialysis
and transplantation) and better financial
protection (e.g. subsidies) as more resources become available. Breaking down
socioeconomic barriers and expanding
access to comprehensive services in order
to meet the needs of the population is
essential to guarantee equitable kidney
care and increase quality.
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Here’s how hookah smoking
can hurt your heart
Hookah smoking may seem harmless, as it’s most often
done occasionally in social situations only, but smoking
tobacco in water pipes can be quite damaging to your heart,
a new study warns.
A report in the medical journal Circulation published March
8 finds that people who smoke from a water pipe, also known
as hookah, narghile or shisha, can inhale more toxic chemicals
than if they smoked a cigarette.
Each hookah smoking session lasts for about 30 or more
minutes. Burning charcoal is placed on top of a bowl filled with
tobacco, which is connected with a water base and hose that
attaches to a mouthpiece. The tobacco often includes dried
fruit, flavored tobacco and other substances so the tobacco
does not dry out.
Users inhale many liters of smoke that are filled with large
quantities of particulate matter. In fact, one hookah session results
in more carbon monoxide exposure compared with smoking
one cigarette. Hookah smoke includes other chemicals that
can impair the cardiovascular system such as nicotine, volatile
organic compounds (VOCs), polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons,
acrolein, lead, cadmium, and arsenic. Again, most of the toxin
levels are higher in hookah than in cigarette smoke.
How the heart can be affected
A growing body of evidence suggests that hookah smoking
affects blood pressure and heart rate. Regular use is linked with
increased coronary artery disease risk.
A study out last year found that people’s heart rates went up 16
beats per minute after 30 minutes of hookah smoking. Also, their
blood pressure rose. The smoking also stiffened arteries to a degree
similar to the damage that can be caused by having one cigarette.
“Hookah smoking has many of the same health risks as cigarette
smoking, and hookah smoke contains several toxic chemicals
known to cause lung, bladder, and oral cancers,” Brian King,
PhD, deputy director for research translation from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention’s Office on Smoking and
Health, told Healthline. “Because of the way a hookah is used,
including the number of puffs over a longer period of time,
smokers may even absorb more of these toxic chemicals than
cigarette smokers.”
Young People Drawn to Hookah
About 4.8 percent of high school students and 13.6 percent
of adults 18 to 24 years old participate in hookah smoking.
Rates of hookah smoking among those ages 18 to 24 are more
than 50 percent higher than in adults 25 to 44 years old, and
nearly 200 percent higher than adults ages 45 to 64.
About 1.2 percent of middle school students smoked hookah
last year, King noted.
Among adults, hookah smoking is the fifth most commonly
used tobacco product behind cigarettes, cigars, e-cigarettes,
and smokeless tobacco, King added.
People who use a hookah are more likely to start smoking
cigarettes compared to those who have never smoked hookah,
the study authors say.
(Source: healthline.com)
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Jordan

Elahiyeh

From 50 to 8000 sq.m available

Farmaniyeh,

Triplex-800 sq.m built up,1000

With all facilities in different

4-storey building,1000 sq.m,

sq.m land,Semi-furn,7

areas

4 Bdrs,fully
furn,260sq.m,spj,$3000
Elahiyeh Chenaran

Bdrs,spj,$9000

Nobody does it better

Fantastic 4 Bdrs,500 Sq.m, for
those seeking the best
Zaferaniyeh
Darous
2Bdrs,fully furn,3rd fl.,brand
new,100 sqm,lobby

Duplex, 4 Bdrs,unfurn,350

Apartment-villa
French-style

Niavaran
2000 sq.m land,green
garden,500 sq.m built up

3Bdrs,fully furn 360 sq.m.sp,
EURO 5000

area,indoor spj,4Bdrs,fully
furn,triplex,$15000

Valiasre-Bagheferdos
3 Bdrs,fully furn,brand
new,5th fl., 150 sq.m ,indoor

Darous

spj,$1900

1000 sq.m land,400 sq.m built

Mirdamad-Naft

up area, flat.4 Bdrs,spj.$7000

3 Bdrs.fully furn,5th fl.,200
sq.m, $ 2000

09121081212

Jordan

Close to Paladium Shopping
center

850 sq.m land,500 sq.m

3Bdrs,180 sq.m,fully

built up,5 Bdrs,spj,furn/

furn,lobby,sp,garden,$2000

unfurn,duplex,$7000

Jordan

Zaferaniyeh

100 sq.m,3

Triplex villa,800 sq.m,built

rooms,parking,brand new

up,1000 sq.m land,12

3rd fl.,$1700

rooms,$8500

Since: 1987

sq.m,spj,$8000

1600
Zaferaniyeh-Yekta,

Mr. Shahin

مالکین محرتم امالک مسکونی و اداری شام را
جهت اجاره به خارجی نیازمندیم

Tel: 22723121

tehranfirstchoice@gmail.com

We give service with a
difference…We care!
Long & Short term rentals
Purchase Properties
FURNISHED - UNFURNISHED
Villa-Apartment-OfficeBuilding

all facilities,$10000

Niavaran
Valiasre

Triplex villa,2000 sq.m

150 sq.m brand new, all

land,600 sq.m built up ,spj,all

facilities,5th fl.,$2300

facilities,$15000
Darous

Vozara

Duplex villa,600 sq.m built

250 sq.m,all facilities

up,1000 sq.m land ,all

8th fl.,,$4000

facilities,$8000
Other areas:

Mirdamad-Naft

Farmaniyeh

120 sq.m,6th fl., $1700

Aghdasiyeh
Shahrak Gharb

vanak

Shariati-Pasdaran
Valiasre

shariati

Tajrish

pasdaran

Jordan

shahrak gharb

Vanak

saadatabad

Arjantin
Zafar…

4000-3000-5000-4000-1000
sq.m,full,reasonable price

nice cases ready to move in.
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First Tehran-Hamedan
passenger train inaugurated
T O U R I S M TEHRAN — The first passenger train
d
e
s
k from Tehran to Hamedan was inaugurated
on Wednesday, establishing a new link between the two
cities, ISNA reported.

The inauguration ceremony was held in attendance of several
local officials and MPs.
Construction operations of the rail route started in 2005,
the report said.
Known in classical times as Ecbatana, Hamadan was one of
the ancient world’s greatest cities. It was the capital of Media
and subsequently a summer residence of the Achaemenian kings
who ruled Persia from 553 to 330 BC.
Ali Sadr cave, Ganjnameh inscriptions, Avicenna mausoleum, Hegmataneh hill, Alaviyan dome, Jameh mosque, and St.
Stephanos Gregorian Church are amongst Hamedan’s attractions
to name a few.

Muscat exhibit takes a look at
crafts by Iranians
H E R I T A G E TEHRAN — Several Iranian crafters promoted
d
e
s
k their works at a Muscat exhibition, which ran
from March 10 to 13 at the Sahwa Park of the Omani capital.

MARCH 14, 2019

Travel in Iran
seen to grow
by 20% over
Noruz holidays:
tourism chief
T O U R I S M TEHRAN — Iran tourd
e
s
k ism chief has estimated
that domestic trips would grow by 20 percent over the New Year holidays (Noruz,
staring March 21) from a year earlier,
Mehr reported.
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Organization Director Ali-Asghar
Mounesan on Tuesday cited the slump of
outbound travels as the main reason for
his forecast, noting “This year, there have
been three million dropping out of foreign
travels, and if this [figure] is to be added to
domestic travels, we will have a 20 percent
increase in [the number of domestic] travels
during Noruz.”
Based on previous CHHTO statistics, a
total of 5,900,381 Iranians traveled overseas
during the first nine months of the year,
that indicates 30 percent decline compared
with the same period last year.
Iranians make hundreds of thousands of
domestic trips during the New Year holidays,
when most businesses and workplaces are
closed, as are schools.

More than 17 million hit the roads, boarded trains, planes and vessels, toured the
country from March 15, 2018, one week
before the official New Year (Noruz) holidays, which ended on April 2, 2018, based
on data compiled by CHHTO.
Foreign arrivals at seven million
in eleven months
Elsewhere in his remarks, the official said
that over seven million foreign nationals
visited the country during the first eleven
months of the current Iranian calendar
year, which he deems as a remarkable rise
from the same period last year.
The country is also a destination for
health and medical tourists from Iraq,
Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, the U.S., European countries and the Persian Gulf littoral
states. According to official statistics, the
country hosted some 400,000 medical
tourists during the past Iranian year 1396
(ended March 20).
Under the 2025 Tourism Vision Plan,
Iran is expecting to increase its foreign arrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 to 20 million.

A couple visits the mausoleum of Omar Khayyam, the notable Persian mathematician,
astronomer and poet, in Neyshabour, northeast Iran.

Iran, Iraq agree to scrap
visa fees

Heritage museums, historical sites
host 21m visitors

T O U R I S M TEHRAN — Teh-

H E R I T A G E TEHRAN — Iran’s

Marquetry and tilework pieces, kilim carpets and basketries
were among highlights of the Iranian stalls, CHTN reported.
A total of 49 exhibitors from 17 countries attended the 2nd
International Exhibition for Crafts Industries, according to organizers. The event was characterized as “the most prominent”
among craft events in terms of participating countries and the
number of visitors.
Dozens of Iranian handicrafts have gained the UNESCO Seal
of Excellence during the past couple of years.

ROUND THE GLOBE

Kunya-Urgench
Kunya-Urgench is located in the territory of Dashoguz
velayat of Turkmenistan. It is situated in the north-western Turkmenistan, on the left bank of the Amu-Daria
River. Urgench was the capital of the Khorezm region,
which was part of the Achaemenid Empire.

d
e
s
k ran and Baghdad
have agreed that their nationals will
not have to pay visa fees for crossing
borders.
The agreement reached on Tuesday
and the scheme will be implemented within the next weeks, sources
reported.
An Iranian delegation headed by
President Hassan Rouhani arrived in
Baghdad on March 11 for a three-day
visit amid his government’s efforts to
expand ties with Iraq to reduce the
impact of U.S. sanctions on Iran’s

economy.
The two sides agreed to waive fees
on visas in the hope of increasing the
number of tourists to help boost local
economies and bring their peoples
closer.
Some two million Iraqi nationals
visited Iran during the first seven
months of the current Iranian calendar year (started March 21, 2018),
constituting Iran’s largest source of
tourists. In return, hundreds of thousands of Iranian pilgrims head for the
holy Iraqi cities of Najaf and Karbala
each year.

d
e
s
k heritage museums
and historical sites have so far attracted some 21 million visitors during the
current Iranian calendar year, which
ends on March 20, IRNA reported.
“There are 660 museums in Iran, of
which 330 are affiliated with the Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism
Organization,” said Mohammadreza
Kargar who presides over CHHTO’s
Museums and Historical Moveable
Properties Office.
Embracing 150 museums, Tehran
province is forerunner in the country,

followed by Khorasan Razavi province
which has 90 museums, the official
added.
During the current year, the Islamic
Republic hosted some loan exhibits including a landmark Louvre show, which
were highly welcomed by people from
all walks of life.
“A total of 104,047 people explored
the Louvre show from March 5 to April
2, which is a stunning figure …. We had
estimated to have some 100,000 visitors over the course of three months,”
Jebreil Nokandeh, the director of the
National Museum of Iran, said in May.

Flying tips for wheelchair users, from wheelchair users
By Barbara Twardowski and Jim Twardowski

The old town area contains series of monuments
mainly from the 11th to 16th centuries. This area has
remained a vast deserted land with some remains of
ancient fortified settlements, including a mosque, the
gates of a caravanserai, fortresses, mausoleums and a
60-m high minaret.
On the sample of Kunya-Urgench monuments one
can see all variety of methods and décor of Islamic architecture of Central Asia. There are constructions from
adobe and burned bricks, plain unicameral dome constructions up-going to ancient chartak and buildings
with complicated compositions, sometimes with ? long
history of development, repair and reconstruction.
These monuments also demonstrate the evolution
of methods of treatment of inner surface of domes from
cellular sails to stalactite those times called “muqarnas”
and brought to the highest perfection by local masters.
The best monuments of this city are distinguished by
high degree of decorativeness. They provide prominent
examples of classical arabesques in monochrome terra-cotta and bright colorfulness of enamel.
The monuments testify to outstanding achievements in
architecture and craftsmanship whose influence reached
Iran and Afghanistan, and later the architecture of the
Mogul Empire of 16th-century India. The Islamic sacred objects concentrated in this city are exceptionally
popular places for pilgrims and serve attractive objects
for the international tourism.
(Source: UNESCO)

Air travel can cause a great deal of apprehension for
both seasoned and novice travelers. If you’re taking
that flight with a wheelchair — that’s an added level
of stress.
People often say that traveling is all about the journey and not the destination, but for wheelchair users,
navigating air travel is often more of an adventure
than they would like.
Rolling through large crowded airports, hauling
luggage, waiting in long lines, receiving a pat down,
being strapped into a tiny aisle chair and then sitting for
hours unable to move is exhausting. We’ve learned that
the best way to circumvent some of the inevitable issues
is to know what to expect, and prepare accordingly.
What to remember before you book
Before clicking the purchase button, even seasoned
travelers should review the airline’s policies regarding passengers with disabilities. John Morris, a triple
amputee who has flown more than 850,000 miles in
the past five years, writes about accessibility for his
website WheelchairTravel. He discovered, after reading
AirAsia’s website, that he cannot fly with the airline
because his battery-operated wheelchair weighs more
than the airline allows.
When choosing a seat, Mr. Morris prefers a window
to avoid being crawled over by other passengers. Other
travelers, particularly those who cannot transfer from
a wheelchair to their seat independently, may prefer
the aisle seat. The roomier bulkhead seating might
be an option for some, just be aware the armrests do
not raise.
Also, keep in mind that wheelchair users exit the
aircraft last. The deplaning process can easily take 25
minutes or more, so when booking a connecting flight,
always allow ample time. Mr. Morris recommends a
minimum of 90 minutes. Considering that quick layover

might be your only opportunity to visit a restroom,
those extra few minutes are precious.
After booking your flight, contact the airline at least
48 hours in advance of departure and let them know you
will need special assistance. If you must change airlines,
which can be common on international flights, be sure
to notify them, too.
Avoid wheelchair damage
“The way the airlines treat our equipment causes
some wheelchair users to not travel at all, and that
breaks my heart,” said Sylvia Longmire, a former U.S.
Air Force officer who travels the world solo on her small
power wheelchair. Ms. Longmire also writes Spin the
Globe, an accessible travel website.
You can help prevent wheelchair damage by attaching
written instructions explaining how to operate your
chair, as well as how it folds and tilts. Before turning
a wheelchair over to airport personnel, take off any
removable parts such as the seat cushion, removable
wheels and footrests. These items may be carried on
the plane and do not count as baggage.
For your own baggage, carry as little luggage as
possible. The airline’s curbside baggage check can be
helpful if available, or consider purchasing a rolling
suitcase designed to attach to a wheelchair.
Finally, always carefully inspect your wheelchair
for damage when it’s returned to you and immediately
notify the airline if there is a problem. Document any
damage you find with photos that you can send to the
airline, as well to file a compensation claim.
How to navigate bathroom concerns
Many domestic flights are on single-aisle planes
which rarely have accessible bathrooms onboard. Even
though wide-body planes (those with two aisles) are
required to have an accessible lavatory, the tight configuration doesn’t work for many travelers with disabilities. To avoid embarrassment, always confirm before
departure that the plane has an onboard wheelchair.

Flight attendants can push you to the bathroom. They
do not assist with transferring to a toilet or providing
personal care.
Better yet, consider that domestic airports are required to have accessible restrooms in all terminals; you
will definitely be better off using the toilet before you
depart. However, some small or older airports in the
United States, and others abroad may not have them.
Staff at the information desk in the airport can guide
you to an accessible or family bathroom, or you can
review the terminal layout on a nearby map or on
your smartphone before you depart to find the closest accessible restroom. Although it isn’t healthy, Ms.
Longmire stops eating and drinking the day before a
flight. Other travelers might choose to use a catheter
or wear protective undergarments.
What to do once you get to the airport
Upon arrival at the airport, remind your airline that
you need wheelchair assistance. At the Transportation
Security Administration checkpoint, passengers who
cannot stand or walk go through a pat-down administered by an officer of their same gender. The T.S.A.
website explains the process in detail. You may also
call the T.S.A. Cares help line (855-787-2227) at least
72 hours before flying with any questions.
Once you get to the gate, tell the agent you have a
disability and want to pre-board. Unfortunately, you
cannot roll on the aircraft and remain in your wheelchair.
Passengers who are unable to walk are transferred to
a narrow, high-backed aisle chair with security straps.
The preboarding is a safety measure that allows people with disabilities the additional time or assistance
they need to get to their seats. The Air Carrier Access
Act (A.C.C.A.) states individuals with disabilities are
to board “before all other passengers, including first
class passengers, elite-level passengers, members of
the military, passengers with small children, etc.”
(Source: The New York Times)
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Discovery brings new understanding to
sophistication of microbial warfare, team says
It could be the plot of an espionage-filled,
war-time thriller, or the blow-by-blow of
sparring judo masters. But instead it’s a
true story of molecular warfare between
microbes, beginning when a virus latches
into a bacterium and injects its DNA, the
first step toward infection.
Scientists have known for a century that
viruses attack and sometimes kill bacteria,
much the way humans come down with the
flu. But only recently have they begun to
understand the biochemistry that happens
as bacteria and virus strive for competitive
advantage, with far-reaching implications
for medicine and more.
A decade ago, “nobody thought that bacteria had sophisticated, adaptive immune
systems,” said Blake Wiedenheft, associate
professor in Montana State University’s Department of Microbiology and Immunology
in the College of Letters and Science and
College of Agriculture.
Adaptive immune system
Since then, however, researchers have
discovered a mechanism by which bacteria
wield machine-like molecules that detect
and destroy invading viruses. This immune
response is called CRISPR, an acronym describing how bacteria incorporate fragments
of viral DNA into their own genome as a way
to recognize and fight viruses in the future.
For Wiedenheft, an internationally recognized expert in the field, the growing knowledge of CRISPR raised other questions: Have
viruses found ways to subvert the bacterial
defense? And if so, how?
“Viruses are formidable,” Wiedenheft
said. “And we’re starting to learn about the

creative repertoire of strategies they have
evolved to evade detection but their hosts.”
In his team’s most recent finding, published in a scientific paper in the journal
Molecular Cell on March 11, Wiedenheft
describes not only new details of a CRISPR
defense in nature, but also a discovery that
expands scientists’ understanding of how

resourceful viruses are.
Using a powerful electron microscope and
cutting-edge image processing techniques,
Wiedenheft and his collaborator, Scripps
Research Institute associate professor Gabriel Lander, could see a complex CRISPR
molecule respond to viral DNA by unfurling
a molecular arm that Wiedenheft likens to a

“Viruses are formidable,” Wiedenheft
said. “And we’re starting to learn about the
creative repertoire of strategies they have
evolved to evade detection but their hosts.”

“beacon.” Lander and Wiedenheft are lead
co-authors of the paper.
The beacon is like “a red flashing light that
signals danger,” serving as a biochemical cue
for other CRISPR molecules to destroy the
virus, Wiedenheft explained.
The surprise came when the researchers
realized that the beacon resembled a protein
that the virus was known to produce. The
match was improbably precise.
The beacon-like protein
“It appears that the virus has stolen the
beacon and is using it as a decoy,” Wiedenheft
said. In other words, by releasing molecules
of the beacon-like protein into the bacteria,
the virus could confuse the CRISPR alert
signal. “It’s brilliant and devious.”
“This discovery suggests that viruses may
evolve counter-defense by borrowing pieces
of the (CRISPR) immune system itself and
redeploying them to silence the immune
response,” Wiedenheft said.
It’s not the first time that Wiedenheft’s
team has discovered such viral subversion. In
2014, his team and a group of international
colleagues published a paper showing that
so-called “anti-CRISPRs” could block the
bacterial immune system using a combination
of strategies. In 2017, they published results
showing that two other anti-CRISPRs prevent
the immune system from recognizing a virus,
either by mimicking DNA or functioning like
crude wedges that jam the viral surveillance
machines.
What makes the most recent discovery
significant is that it’s the first observed case of
a virus mimicking an actual CRISPR protein,
Weidenheft said.
(Source: phys.org)

Researchers find easier way to make
GMO plants using carbon nanotubes

Incredible virus discovery just changed our
understanding of how they can spread

Researchers from UC Berkeley discovered a novel way to modify plants such
as food crops genetically. As they say,
nothing happens by accident. UC Berkeley
researchers are turning carbon nanotube
sensors into a gene delivery platform
with the help of CRISPR.
Markita Landry, a chemical and biomolecular engineering assistant professor,
initially planned to use the nanotubes
as scaffolding structures and study the
plant cells more efficiently. While hardy,
the materials didn’t stay on the surface.
Instead, the tubes went deep into the cells.
The experiment was a flop, but she
discovered something else. It made the
material a more viable and cost-effective
method of modifying the genes of food
crops, including wheat.
For both producers and scientists,
editing the gene is a tough challenge.
Current methods, such as using a gene
gun or introducing gene-carrying bacteria,
have risks and limitations.
Destroying the cells
The guns can potentially destroy the
cells while the bacteria do not thrive in
some plants. Others may consider using a
virus pathogen, but the risks of inserting
a viral DNA are high.
Using nanotubes can help resolve
these issues, making genetic engineering easier, cheaper, and faster. Based
on the experiment published in Nature
Nanotechnology, the team successfully
delivered edited genes on organic arugula
and wheat.
The tubes worked like threaded needles. The researchers attached the DNA to
the tube electrostatically, which created
the tightest bind.
The material can penetrate not only
because it is sturdy but also because it’s

Viruses are the IKEA furniture of the living
world. In the right kind of cell, a handful
of instructions and a few molecular tools
can churn out multitudes of infectious Billy
bookcases.
No DIY builder wants to travel all over
town to gather materials - theoretically,
germs shouldn’t be any different. Yet a new
discovery suggests at least one category of
virus can still pull itself together even if its
instructions are split up into separate cells.
A team of researchers from the Université
de Montpellier in France recently conducted
an experiment on a group of viruses with
genomes made up of more than one distinct section.
What they found contradicted some
pretty fundamental assumptions about
how viruses reproduce.
To understand the weirdness of their
discovery, we first need to back up a little
to refresh the basics of virus construction. A
typical virus is comprised of little more than
nucleic acid inside a protective container.
Own genetic library
Once smuggled inside a living cell, that
nucleic acid sequence is either inserted into
the host’s own genetic library or used to
coerce the cell’s molecular assembly line
into hammering together fresh copies of
the virus.
Nearly all viruses encode their genetic blueprints on a length of single- or
double-stranded nucleic acid. But some
single-stranded DNA viruses described
as ‘multipartite’ spread that code across
multiple segments, each transmitted in a
separate protein box.
It’s like printing an IKEA manual on loose
pages, and then forcing you to wait until an
inept postal service delivers the full set of
instructions. Sure, some people might be
lucky enough to receive the full set, but it’s

small. The tube is only 1 nanometer in
diameter while the cell walls are at least 5
nanometers. The needle is also long, which
allows it to accommodate more genes.
Introducing genes via these tubes had
been successful. A day after the experiment, the plant cells emitted a green
glow when observed under the UV light.
It meant the plant recognized the new
gene as its own.
A useful platform
There was a problem, though. “For this
to be a widely useful platform, however,
we need to express a protein that in and
of itself has a permanent effect on the
nuclear genome,” said Landry.
Enter CRISPR, a gene-editing tool that
will help create highly precise genes that
can attach to the plant’s ribonucleoprotein complex. In turn, the changes in the
genome can now become permanent.
The platform is still in its earliest
stages. Landry and her colleagues are
trying to understand the after-effects
of the introduction of the nanotubes on
the plant cells.
Should it progress, Landry can send
the nanotubes even by mail, and the recipients can thaw or freeze them anytime. Most of all, the edited genes may
lead to more robust plants with more
high-quality yields.
(Source: techtimes.com)

hardly a good business model.
So it seems that by delivering their own
pages of genetic instructions this way, multipartite viruses seem to be going about reproduction the hard way. Which prompts
questions on why such a bizarre method of
reproduction even persists.
But we can’t really dismiss them - a variety
of these serialized pathogens infect plants
and fungi. Only a couple of years ago, one
was found infecting animals for the first
time. They’re hardly doomed to extinction.
The “chances of a multipartite virus losing an essential genome segment during
transmission are estimated to be so high,
its ability to successfully cause an infection
has been a long-standing mystery,” says
plant pathologist Anne Sicard.
Sets of instructions
Something in our understanding about
how viruses reproduce has to give. Either
complete sets of instructions are finding their
way into single cells after all, or something
unique is going on.
To dig deeper, the team used a faba bean
necrotic stunt virus (FBNSV), a pathogen
of peas and beans which is made up of eight
viral ‘chromosome’ packages.
Fluorescent probes were then used to
locate the end delivery points of distinct
sections of the genome inside infected faba
bean plants.
(Source: sciencealert.com)

In a breakthrough research scientists show how liquid metal turns to plasma
For the first time, analysts at the University of Rochester’s
Laboratory for Laser Energetics (LLE) have figured out how
to transform a liquid metal into a plasma and to observe the
temperature where a liquid under high-density conditions
traverses to a plasma state.
This discovery could lead to better understanding of stars
and planets. It may also aid in the realization of controlled
nuclear fusion — a promising alternative energy source whose
realization has eluded scientists for decades.
Plasmas comprise of a hot soup of free moving electrons
and particles — molecules that have lost their electrons—that
effectively leads electricity.
Despite the fact that plasmas are not common on Earth,
they involve the vast majority of the matter in the observable
universe, for example, the outside of the sun.
The researchers claimed that the findings of the study
could help scientists understand how matter behaves in the
extremes of the solar system. Zaghoo added that plasma
makes up the vast interiors of astrophysical bodies, including
brown dwarfs or objects formed when collapsing clouds
of dust do not turn into a star. They are also called “failed
stars” and scientists theorized that they contribute a great
deal of mass in the universe.
Counterfeit plasmas
Researchers can produce counterfeit plasmas here on
Earth, normally by warming gas to thousands of degrees
Fahrenheit, which strips the atoms of their electrons.
As Mohamed Zaghoo, a research associate at the LLE,

and his colleagues observed, however, there is another way
to create a plasma: under high-density conditions, heating
a liquid metal to very high temperatures will also produce
a dense plasma.
One of the unique aspects of this observation is that liquid
metals at high densities exhibit quantum properties; however,
if they are allowed to cross over to the plasma state at high
densities, they will exhibit classical properties.
LLE scientists transformed liquid metals into plasmas
under high-density conditions. Increasing the density to
extreme conditions made the liquid enter a state where it
exhibited quantum properties.
LLE scientists transformed liquid metals into plasmas
under high-density conditions. Increasing the density to
extreme conditions made the liquid enter a state where it

exhibited quantum properties.
Setting off solid shockwaves
So as to observe a liquid metal traverse to a plasma, the
LLE specialists began off with the fluid metal deuterium,
which showed the traditional properties of a liquid. To expand the thickness of the deuterium, they cooled it to 21
degrees Kelvin (- 422 degrees Fahrenheit). The analysts at
that point utilized the LLE’s OMEGA lasers to set off a solid
shockwave through the ultracool fluid deuterium.
The shockwave compacted the deuterium to weights
up to five million times more prominent than atmospheric
pressure, while likewise expanding its temperatures to very
nearly 180,000 degrees Fahrenheit. The example began off
totally straightforward, yet as the weight rose, it changed
into a sparkly metal with high optical reflectivity.
Zaghoo said, “By monitoring the reflectance of the sample
as a function of its temperature, we were able to observe the
precise conditions where this simple lustrous liquid metal
transformed into a dense plasma.”
“We observed that the liquid metal initially exhibited the
quantum properties of electrons that would be expected at
extreme temperatures and densities.
However, at about 90,000 degrees Fahrenheit, the reflectance of the metallic deuterium started rising with a
slope that is expected if the electrons in the system are no
longer quantum but classical. This means that the metal
had become a plasma.”
(Source: techexplorist.com)
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Altering the atmosphere to
combat climate change might
not kill us all: study
The challenges presented by climate change are very real, but the
political will to confront them currently does not exist. Doing it
the “right way” means substantial changes to the way we travel,
generate power, and grow food to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. That’s an awful lot of work, though. A new study examines
proposals to modify the atmosphere through a process called
geoengineering. The researchers say it may actually be feasible,
but others worry this shortcut could come with unknowable
drawbacks down the line.
We’re all familiar with the basic mechanisms of climate change
by now. Humans have taken to extracting energy-dense hydrocarbons from the ground to power the world. That means there’s
substantially more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere than plant
life can absorb, and that bottles up heat in the atmosphere to raise
global temperatures — the so-called greenhouse effect.
Most efforts at addressing climate change are aimed at lowering greenhouse gas emissions. However, by some estimates,
we’re turning the ship too slowly to avoid catastrophic impacts
from climate change. Scientists have proposed (half seriously)
that we could mimic the effects of a massive volcanic eruption
by putting reflective particles in the atmosphere. This form of
geoengineering counters climate change by lowering the amount
of solar radiation that reaches Earth. So, there’s still a greenhouse
effect, but it all evens out in the end.
One of the chief concerns with geoengineering is that some
regions could experience worsening conditions. The new analysis
from researchers at Harvard, Princeton, and MIT suggests that
any negative climate impacts would be extremely minor. The
team developed a model that assumed the release of enough
sulfur dioxide to counter half of the warming effect from carbon
dioxide. According to the results, only 0.4 percent of ice-free land
would see deleterious effects.
(Source: extremetech.com)

Now you can see MU69 in
thrilling 3D, say space scientists
Got your 3D glasses handy? Then prepare for the most realistic
views of Ultima Thule yet! Yes, it seems that every few weeks,
there’s a new image of the Kuiper Belt Object (KBO) that promises
the same thing. But whereas all the previous contenders were
higher-resolution images that allowed for a more discernible
level of detail, these images are the closest we will get to seeing
the real thing up close!
Like all 3D images, the effect was created by combining two
processed images that were taken by the New Horizons mission
at slightly different angles.
“These views provide a
clearer picture of Ultima Thule’s
overall shape. including the flattened shape of the large lobe, as
well as the shape of individual
topographic features such as
the “neck” connecting the two
lobes, the large depression on
the smaller lobe, and hills and
valleys on the larger lobe.”
For this view, change your
focus from the image by looking
“through” it (and the screen)
and into the distance. This will
create the effect of a third image
in the middle; try setting your focus on that third image.
The spacecraft was at a respective distance of 28,000 km
(17,400 mi) and 6,600 km (4,100 mi) from Ultima Thule (aka.
2014 MU69), which offered original resolution scales of 130 m
(430 ft) and 33 m (110 ft) per pixel. By pairing or combining these
images, a 3D image is created by what is known as the “binocular
effect” – where the slight separation of our eyes allows us to see
the two images as a single three-dimensional one.
The team created three different sets of “binocular” images.
In the first, the two views are tinted blue and red and stacked.
When viewed through a set of red-blue stereo glasses, the images
appear as one. In the second, the images are arranged parallel
to each other and the 3D effect is achieved by looking “through”
them. In the third, the 3D effect is accomplished by looking at
the two images cross-eyed.
(Source: universetoday.com)

Movie technology inspires
wearable liquid unit that
aims to harvest energy
Engineers have created wearable technology to convert mechanical
energy into electrical energy. The team invented a liquid-metal-inclusion based triboelectric nanogenerator, called LMI-TENG.
A fascination with movie technology that showed robots perform
self-repair through a liquid formula inspired a Purdue University
professor to make his own discoveries -- which are now helping to
lead the way for advancements in self-powering devices such as
consumer electronics and defense innovations.
The Purdue team, led by Wenzhuo Wu, the Ravi and Eleanor
Talwar Rising Star Assistant Professor of Industrial Engineering,
has created wearable technology to convert mechanical energy into
electrical energy.
“Our work presents an important step toward the practical realization of self-powered, human-integrated technologies,” Wu said.
The Purdue team invented a liquid-metal-inclusion based triboelectric nanogenerator, called LMI-TENG. Triboelectric energy
harvesting transducers -- devices which help conserve mechanical
energy and turn it into power -- are predicted to be a $480 million
market by 2028, according to IDTechEx.
The LMI-TENG can harvest and sense the biomechanical signals
from the body and use those to help power and direct technological
devices. The LMI-TENG consists of a layer of liquid metal embedded
functional silicone sandwiched between two Ecoflex layers.
“We realized that liquid represents the ultimate form of anything
that can be deformable and morphing into different shapes,” Wu
said. “Our technology will enable wearable electronics to take otherwise wasted energy and transform it into energy that can power
and control electronic devices and tools used in military defense
and consumer applications. Our technology allows the synergistic
engineering of TENG components at the material, structural and
output levels.”
(Source: sciencedaily.com)
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Number of Olympiads to
increase next year: official
S O C I E T Y TEHRAN — The number of Olympiads will
d
e
s
k increase in the next [Iranian calendar] year
(starting on March 21) with a shift to human sciences, director
of the National Organization for Development of Exceptional
Talents has said.

Law, economics, management, earth sciences, and Quranic
sciences [for Islamic countries] Olympiads are scheduled to be
held next year, IRNA quoted Fatemeh Mohajerani as saying on
Wednesday.
Currently among human sciences only Persian literature
Olympiad is being held national, Mohajerani said, adding that,
we are seriously striving to make Persian literature Olympiad
international as of next summer.
Olympiads will develop and deepen students’ knowledge,
she suggested.
She also highlighted that this year for the first time Geography Olympiad was held with 85,000 students participating
in the exams.
In January, Mohajerani announced that the first round of
online project Olympiad will be held in Iran in the next Iranian
calendar year.
The project Olympiad will focus on special subjects and is
very much like Khwarizmi International Award, which is given to individuals who have made outstanding achievements in
research, innovation and invention, in fields related to science
and technology. However, she said, the only difference is that
the Olympiad will be carried out online.

LEARN ENGLISH
Global Warming
A: And therefore, global warming is the greatest deception
of the early 21st century. Questions?
B: Uh, yeah. In the lecture you said there’s more evidence in the
scientific record supporting global cooling?
A: Well, yes, essentially, the historical record supports a theory of
climate cycles. Warming and cooling are cooperating processes
in the planetary eco-system.
B: If that’s true and the planet is getting cooler, what explains
the rapid melting of the polar ice caps and the dramatic rise in
the global average temperatures?
A: But are global temperatures rising? If you look at the data
from nineteen seventy-five, you’ll …
B: You’ll be misled. If you were serious, you would look at the
record starting in the 1880’s. Then you would see how dramatically the earth’s temperature has changed.
A: Young lady, I beg to differ. Look, the point of the lecture was
to emphasize that there is evidence for both sides, and I’m putting forth the argument that there’s greater evidence in support
of the global cooling hypothesis. Look, it’s an indisputable fact
that the public is being manipulated and scared into believing
there’s some kind of climate crisis; this scaremongering is
done, quite simply, for political reasons.
B: But even without the uncomfortable reality that greenhouse
gases like carbon dioxide contribute to global warming, isn’t
the topic appropriate for politicians to discuss?
A: Not if they want to use your tax dollars and mine to fund
completely unnecessary initiatives.
B: Yeah, like conservation, protecting endangered species
and investing in renewable energy. At the very least, you have to
concede that this debate has the potential to end our dependence
on foreign oil. Buying oil supports autocratic countries that use
these revenues to devastating ends.
A: Why, I’ve never been so disrespected in all of my days. I’m a
professor, a scientist and researcher of high regard.
B: Yeah, and a duplicitous one at that. Everyone knows you’re
in the pocket of the oil lobby. Why should we trust your socalled findings more than tobacco institute studies which say
smoking doesn’t harm health? You’re full of it.
A: Some people just cannot handle civil debate!

Key vocabulary

global warming: the increase of the world’s temperature
deception: the act of making others believe something false
planetary: of or relating to planets
eco-system: everything that exists in a certain environment
polar ice cap: the thick layer of ice or snow on the poles
mislead: be led to make believe something not true
beg to differ: a polite way to show you do not agree with someone
emphasize: highlight
put forth: give out, announce the public
indisputable: so true that does not need to be discussed anymore
manipulate: influence someone’s ideas for your own benefit
scaremongering: saying something so as to frighten people
greenhouse gas: a gas that increases the global temperature
endangered species: type of animal in danger of dying out
concede: to say that you do not deny something’s true
autocratic: with total power
end: result or outcome
duplicitous: deceiving, dishonest
in the pocket of: being illegally bribed or paid by someone
so-called: used to show the name is not really suitable

Supplementary vocabulary

fossil fuel: fuel made with dead animals or plants such as oil,
gas, natural gas
deforestation: the action of cutting down forests
emission: the act of producing gas
endorse: support a point of view

Be kind to me!
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Should fruit seedlings replace
Sabzeh on Iranian Haft Seen tables?

ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — While it has
d
e
s
k been proposed that fruit
seedlings should become a substitute for
Sabzeh (wheat, barley, mung bean or lentil
sprouts in a dish) to avoid consuming
huge amount of water for irrigation as
well as grains, some experts believe that
it does not have any contradiction with
environment.
The Iranian New Year celebration
(known as Noruz falling on March 21)
marks the beginning of spring, which is
associated with a great variety of local
traditions, such as Haft Seen symbols
comprising of seven items beginning with
the «S” letter of Persian alphabet, among
which Sabzeh is a symbol of livelihood.
Some believe that 1,000 liters of water
is consumed on average per 1 kilogram
of wheat bean, hence, environmentalists
suggest to grow citrus seed instead which
leads to a fragrant green bunch resembling
Sabzeh in order to avoid wasting water
and prevent water shortages.
Hossein Akhani, botanist, environmentalist, and a professor at University of
Tehran, said that growing sprouts is an
environmentally friendly tradition, many
families do not experience plant growth
due to urban life; this makes children
closely watching the growth process,
especially if they do it themselves.
In past recent years, it has been viral
to grow citrus seeds instead of wheat and
other beans while is not a scientific idea,
he lamented, adding, while many propose
to plant citrus seeds to avoid water and
grain wastage it should be noted that
food wastage amounts to much bigger
numbers in the country.
Moreover, he added, plants take carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere to do
photosynthesis, and thus help reduce the
greenhouse gases and emissions.

Hossein Akhani, botanist,
environmentalist, and a professor at
University of Tehran, said that growing
sprouts is an environmentally friendly
tradition, many families do not experience
plant growth due to urban life; this makes
children closely watching the growth
process, especially if they do it themselves.
He went on to say that some people
throw their Sabzeh on streets or running
water which can cause trouble or make
the city looks dirty, otherwise there is no
significant problem with planting sprouts.
According to traditions, people throw
their Sabzeh in rivers and running water

on the thirteenth day of first month on
Iranian calendar, Farvardin, known as
Sizdah Be-dar, during which people spend
time picnicking outdoors.
Furthermore, fruit seedlings do not
grow anywhere in the country if they
are not native to that area, especially

orange and lemon seedlings due to not
being compatible with Tehran›s climatic
characteristic, while grapes can be used
instead.
So, we should not forget the local traditions based on unscientific ideas being
spread through the social media, he noted,
adding that however, we need to be careful
in choosing the right plant to grow and
avoid planting invasive plant species.
At last, for each Sabzeh a glass of water
is required, those who believe that water
is wasted through growing sprouts must
consider consuming less water while taking a bath or washing the dishes, he said.
Basically, water is the right of the plant
that is being lost by humans using water
ruthlessly, he regretted.
He went on to highlight that using
public transport and reducing the consumption of plastic bags are much more
beneficial.
An environmental activists, Ehsan
Mirzaei, for his part said that due to the
increasing population and the need to
import wheat in recent decades, since four
years ago, a campaign has been launched
aiming at raising people’s awareness of
not consuming water for Sabzeh and easily
throw them away after 2 weeks.
It means that we informed people of
planting a seedling which can stay alive
and be beneficial, he added.
The campaign was not intended to replace the Noruz sprouts, but to protect our
ancient rituals against climate change and
drought, he noted, adding, we also asked
the public not to throw their Sabzeh away,
but to use it in flower pots or gardens as an
organic environmentally friendly plant.
First, we must plant trees or plants
compatible with the region’s climate; then,
keeping it in a suitable condition which is
also very important, he concluded.

Tehraners to celebrate new year
breathing 28 days of clean air

IRCS centers to offer aerial emergency
services during Noruz

ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — Tehrani
d
e
s
k citizens will celebrate
the new [Iranian calendar] year (starting March 21) experiencing 28 days
of clean air and without even a day of
unhealthy air quality, IRNA reported
on Wednesday.
Last year, the capital’s air quality
stayed clean for only 14 days.
According to the Air Quality Control
Company, during the current year,
271 days of good air quality were reported compared to that of last year
amounting to 243 days.
The air quality index of Tehran
reached unhealthy for sensitive groups
for 100 days last year, which have reduced by 41 days, being unhealthy for
sensitive groups for 59 days this year.

S O C I E T Y TEHRAN — 24
d
e
s
k Iranian Red Crescent Society centers will be offering
aerial emergency services during
Noruz (New Year holidays, starting
on March 21), IRCS chief Ali Asghar
Peyvandi has said.
IRCS has taken measures since
mid-winter to provide necessary services during the holidays, Peyvandi
said, IRIB reported on Wednesday.
We are planning on providing timely
emergency response by incorporating
areal transportation, he highlighted.
Every year, people in Iran make hundreds of thousands of domestic trips
during the Iranian New Year holidays,
when most businesses and workplaces
are closed, as are schools.

Moreover, 8 days of unhealthy
air quality for all groups has been
reported in the capital over the same
period last year, while Tehraners did
not breathe an unhealthy day during
the current year.
This is while, in the Iranian calendar year 1395 (March 2015- March
2016), unhealthy levels of air pollution
haunted the capital for 9 days.
Furthermore, three years ago,
air pollution has put Tehran’s air
in unhealthy conditions for 5 days,
while hitting hazardous levels for one
day. And in the calendar year of 1393
(March 2014-March 2015) also the
capital’s air quality reached a level
which was unhealthy for all groups
for 4 days.

In late February head of Rescue and
Relief Organization Morteza Salimi
announced that IRCS rescue and relief will launch a scheme on March
16 aiming to increase safety on roads
during the New Year holidays.
According to the data released by
Iran’s forensics organization, traffic
related deaths have increased by 0.8
percent nationwide over the first 10
months of the current Iranian calendar year (started on March 21, 2018)
compared to the same period last year.
Over the aforesaid period, some
14,685 individuals, including 11,512
men and 3,173 women, lost their lives
in road crashes while last year in the
corresponding period 14,570 individuals passed away in accidents.

ENGLISH IN USE

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

‘Organ donation rate grows 60-fold
in 18 years’
Organ donation rate has increased by 60 times over the past
18 years, though the growth is not considerable compared to
the global scale, head of the transplantation and treatment of
diseases department at the Ministry of Health has announced.
Some countries including China have grown 122-fold in terms
of organ donation over the past 10 years, ISNA quoted Mehdi
Shadnoush as saying on Monday.

PREFIX/SUFFIX

،  سال گذشته18 روند رشد اهدای عضو در
 برابر شده است60

رییــس مرکــز مدیریــت پیونــد و درمــان بیماریهــا وزارت بهداشــت
 برابــر۶۰  ســال گذشــته در ایــران۱۸  رونــد رشــد اهــدای عضــو در:گفــت
.شــده اســت البتــه در مقیــاس جهانــی شــاخص قابــل قبولــی نیســت
 کشــوری:بــه گــزارش ایســنا دکتــر مهــدی شــادنوش اظهارکــرد
۱۲۲  ســال در زمینــه اهــدای عضــو رشــد١٠ ماننــد چیــن طــی
.برابــری داشــته اســت

PHRASAL VERB

IDIOM

“-phone, -phonic, -phony”

Muddle up

Cry one’s eyes out

Meaning: sound or voice
For example: Please note that your telephone call
may be monitored for training purposes.

Meaning: to put things in the wrong order
For example: Someone’s muddled up all the papers
on my desk.

Explanation: to cry a lot and for a long time
For example: My son cried his eyes out when he
discovered his bike had been stolen.
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Venezuela, blaming U.S. for six-day
blackout, orders diplomats to leave
China offers Venezuela help to restore power
Washington has taken the lead
1
in recognizing Guaido as Venezuela’s rightful president after the 35-year-old congress
chief declared himself interim president in
January, calling Maduro’s 2018 re-election
a fraud. Most countries in Europe and Latin
America have followed suit.
The United States has implemented a raft
of sanctions to put pressure on Maduro, and
the U.S. special envoy on Venezuela, Elliott
Abrams, said on Tuesday that Washington
was prepared to impose “very significant”
additional sanctions in the coming days
against financial institutions deemed to
be supporting Maduro’s government.
Maduro, who retains control of the military
and other state institutions as well as the
backing of Russia and China, has blamed
Washington for his nation’s economic turmoil and denounced Guaido as a puppet of
the United States.
With the power blackout in its sixth day,
hospitals struggled to keep equipment running, food rotted in the tropical heat and
exports from the country’s main oil terminal
were shut down.
Guaido joined a series of small opposition
demonstrations around Caracas on Tuesday
afternoon to protest the blackout, where
he mocked the prosecutor’s investigation.
“So that guy comes out and says we’re
guilty of a supposed sabotage when all of
Venezuela knows, when the whole world
knows, who the real saboteur is ... I’m going to
call him out by name: Maduro!” he shouted.
The crowd in response shouted a profane
insult, part of an increasingly common calland-response game played in public places to
express discontent with the socialist leader.
Power returned to many parts of the country on Tuesday, including some areas that
had not had electricity since last Thursday,
according to witnesses and social media.
But power was still out in parts of the

bination of a rapidly deteriorating situation
and U.S. diplomats being “in harm’s way.”

China offers Venezuela help
to restore power

capital of Caracas and the western region
near the border with Colombia.
Information Minister Jorge Rodriguez
said power had been restored in the “vast
majority” of the country.
“We are on our way to consolidating
the victory of the Venezuelan people over
this attack,” said Rodriguez. He added that
the “electricity war continues,” a sign that
authorities may still be concerned about
ongoing outages.
Julio Castro, of nongovernmental organization Doctors for Health, said on Twitter on Monday night that 24 people had
died in public hospitals since the start of
the blackout. He has said that the blackout
likely aggravated existing medical conditions
but does not directly attribute any deaths
to the outages.
The blackout was likely caused by a technical problem with transmission lines linking
the Guri hydroelectric plant in southeastern

Venezuela to the national power grid, experts
told Reuters.

‘Trump most responsible’

Maduro blamed Washington for organizing what he said was a sophisticated cyber
attack on Venezuela’s hydroelectric power
operations.
“Donald Trump is most responsible for
the cyber attack on the Venezuelan electricity system,” Maduro said in a broadcast
from the Miraflores presidential palace on
Monday night.
“This is a technology that only the government of the United States possesses.”
The U.S. State Department had already
announced that it would withdraw its remaining diplomatic staff from Venezuela
this week.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in
an interview on Tuesday with radio show
Texas Standard that decisions regarding
Venezuela had been affected by the com-

China on Wednesday offered to help Venezuela as it faces a crippling multi-day power
blackout that President Nicolas Maduro has
blamed on the United States.
“China hopes that Venezuela can quickly
find the cause of this accident and restore
normal power and social order,” foreign
ministry spokesman Lu Kang said at a
regular briefing.
“China is willing to offer assistance and
technical support to Venezuela to restore
the power system,” Lu said.
Power has been restored to some areas
in Venezuela since the weekend, but the
supply has been intermittent and often
drops out.
Maduro called for support from allies
including Russia and China as well as the
United Nations in investigating the U.S.
“cyber attack” he said was responsible for
the blackout.
Lu said China was “very concerned” about
reports of a cyber attack, but declined to
directly blame the U.S.
“This I’m afraid can only be clarified and
explained by the party accused by President
Maduro,” Lu said.
Businesses and schools remained shuttered on Maduro’s orders, as they have been
since the blackout began.
While Maduro pointed the finger at Washington, critics have long blamed the government for failing to maintain the power grid.
Opposition leader Juan Guaido, 35, is
seeking to capitalise on public anger over
the blackout, which has piled misery on
a population suffering years of economic
crisis and shortages of food and medicine
under Maduro.
(Source: agencies)

U.S. Senate to rebuke Trump on support for Saudi Arabia
The U.S. Senate is set to vote on Wednesday on a resolution
that would withdraw Washington’s support for the Saudi
Arabia-led military aggression on Yemen, in a direct rebuke
of President Donald Trump as lawmakers push his administration to toughen its policy toward Riyadh.
The resolution, introduced by Senators Bernie Sanders
(I-VT), Mike Lee (R-UT) and Chris Murphy (D-CT), will
scale back the U.S. role in and American military assistance
for Saudi war on Yemen.
“The resolution we will vote on in the Senate tomorrow to end U.S. support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen
is enormously important and historic,” Sander said in a
statement on Tuesday.
“This war is both a humanitarian and a strategic disaster,
and Congress has the opportunity to end it,” the Vermont
senator added.
The resolution would need only a simple majority to
pass the Senate, which approved a similar resolution 5641 in December last year in the aftermath of the murder
of Saudi dissident journalist Jamal Khashoggi at a Saudi
consulate in Turkey.
The December vote was the first time the U.S. Senate
backed a resolution to pull out forces from a war that was

not approved by Congress.
“The humanitarian catastrophe has only gotten worse
in Yemen, and our intervention there is every bit as unconstitutional as it was then,” Sanders also said on Tuesday.
“This time, after passing the Senate, I am confident it will
pass in the House.”
The White House warned last year that Trump would
veto the resolution even if the measure passed the Democratic-controlled House.
The brutal murder of Khashoggi in the kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul has served as a boost to the lawmakers’
resolve to take on the Saudi royal family, which has a very
close connection with Trump.
Saudi Arabia and a number of its regional allies launched
a devastating military campaign against Yemen in March
2015, with the aim of bringing the former Saudi-sponsored
government back to power.
According to a new report by the Armed Conflict Location
and Event Data Project (ACLED), a nonprofit conflict-research organization, the Saudi-led war has so far claimed
the lives of around 56,000 Yemenis.
The Saudi-led war has also taken a heavy toll on the
country’s infrastructure, destroying hospitals, schools,

and factories. The UN has already said that a record 22.2
million Yemenis are in dire need of food, including 8.4
million threatened by severe hunger.
The U.S. along with some Western countries are complicit in the ongoing aggression as they supply the Riyadh
regime with advanced weapons and military equipment as
well as logistical and intelligence assistance.
(Source: agencies)

Pakistan successfully test-fires ‘smart weapon’
Pakistan says it has successfully testfired a new, domestically-built “smart
weapon,” stressing that Islamabad will
respond “with full force” to any foreign
aggression.
Pakistan’s Air Force said on Tuesday
that the weapon, apparently an air-tosurface missile, had been deployed by
a JF-17 Thunder — a Chinese-Pakistani
multi-role fighter jet.
The air force described the missile as
a “smart weapon” that had an “extended” range, but did not give further details.
“Pakistan is a peace-loving nation but if

subjected to aggression by [an] adversary,
we would respond with full force,” said the
Chief of Air Staff Mujahid Anwar Khan, who
also hailed the successful test-fire.
A short footage of the test was also released, showing an aircraft deploying the
missile.
The news of the missile test comes amid
the latest standoff between India and Pakistan over the disputed region of Jammu and
Kashmir. The tensions, which manifested in
the form of cross-border military tensions,
risked sparking a full-on war last month.
The standoff began when India conduct-

ed “preemptive” airstrikes inside Pakistan
against what it said was a militant training
camp belonging to the Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM) militant group. The outfit had claimed
responsibility for an attack on a security
convoy in Pulwama, in Indian-administered
Kashmir, on February 14. That attack killed
more than 40 Indian troops.
Pakistan said the Indian airstrikes had not
hit the alleged target. Islamabad, however,
retaliated India’s violation of its airspace by
firing into Indian territory. Pakistan later shot
down two Indian fighter jets that it said had
violated its airspace again. It also captured

one of the pilots. Two days later, however,
it released the pilot in a “peace gesture.”
Tensions decreased but did not evaporate.
In another confrontation earlier this
month, Pakistan said its navy had warded off an Indian submarine, “successfully
keeping it from entering Pakistani waters.”
The navy said its forces did not target the
submarine due to a government policy of
maintaining peace with New Delhi.
The two nuclear-armed neighbors have
fought four wars since their partition in 1947,
three of them over Kashmir.
(Source: Press TV)

Syria condemns U.S. senator’s comments on occupied Golan Heights

The Syrian government has severely censured the recent
remarks by a U.S. Republican senator and a close ally of
President Donald Trump that the occupied Golan Heights
should remain “forever” under the control of the Israeli
regime.
“These statements (by Senator Lindsey Graham) show
the arrogant mentality of the U.S. administration, and that
it views regional issues with Zionist eyes in a way which
serves Israeli interests,” an unnamed official at the Syrian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates was quoted by
official SANA news agency as saying on Tuesday.
The official added Graham’s statements not only show
his ignorance of historical and geographical facts, but also
demonstrate Washington’s disregard for international law.
“All United Nations resolutions – particularly Security
Council resolution 497, adopted unanimously on December 17, 1981, affirm the legal status of the Syrian Golan as
occupied territory, and declare Israel’s annexation of it as
null and void,” the official pointed out.
He concluded that the Syrian people in general, and
the people of the occupied Syrian Golan in particular, are
determined to continue their struggle until the occupied
Golan is fully liberated and restored to the homeland.

On Monday, Graham told Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu he will push for the United States to formally
recognize the Golan Heights as part of Israel.
He said the idea of the strategic plateau going to any
party other than the Tel Aviv regime was “off the table”,
vowing to work to have Washington recognize the occupied
territory as part of Israel “now and forever.”

During the past few years, Israel has frequently attacked military targets in Syria in what is considered as
an attempt to prop up terrorist groups that have been suffering heavy defeats against Syrian government forces.
Back in April 2015, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu officially admitted for the first time that the
regime’s military had conducted strikes in Syrian territory.   
Damascus says Israel and its Western and regional allies
are aiding Takfiri terrorist groups operating inside the Arab
country, while the Tel Aviv regime’s military carries out
such sporadic strikes against Syrian government forces.
The Israeli regime has even set up field hospitals to treat
wounded militants evacuated from Syria.
Moreover, the Syrian army has repeatedly seized huge
quantities of Israeli-made weapons and advanced military
equipment from the foreign-backed militants inside Syria.
Israel seized the Golan Heights from Syria after the
1967 Six-Day War and later occupied it in a move that has
never been recognized by the international community. The
regime has built dozens of settlements in the area ever since
and has used the region to carry out a number of military
operations against the Syrian government.
(Source: Press TV)
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Republicans who oppose
Trump!
Meanwhile, in the Democrat Party, people like the
1
famous American senator Sanders are waiting for a further decline in the popularity of Trump among Republican voters. They
hope that the Republicans who oppose Trump will vote for them.
Just like what Trump did in during the 2016 presidential election
race! At that time, many of those who intended to vote for Bernie
Sanders realized the political betrayal of Hillary Clinton and
Democrat leaders. That made some Democrats vote for trump.
Democrat candidates have already begun to compete with
each other. Each of them who will be in the final stage of the
2020 presidential election in the United States, hopes to win
some Republicans’ votes.

More countries, airlines
suspending Boeing 737-8
fleet after Ethiopia crash
More countries and airlines join the wave of suspensions of Boeing
737 MAX 8 following a recent crash of the model in Ethiopia,
which claimed 157 lives.
The European Union’s aviation safety agency (EASA) on
Tuesday suspended the operation of Boeing 737-8 and 737-9
planes in the 28-member bloc.
An Ethiopian Airlines 737 MAX 8 en route from Addis Ababa
to the Kenyan capital of Nairobi crashed a few minutes after
take-off on Sunday, killing everyone on board, most of them
foreign nationals.
The tragedy, the second of its kind in less than six months,
soon prompted countries around the globe to discontinue Boeing 737 MAX 8 flights, with China and Ethiopia taking the lead.
That followed the October 2018 crash of a new Lion Air jet of
the same model in Indonesia, which killed 189 people shortly
after takeoff from Jakarta.
Among those who have grounded the aircraft are Aeromexico, Mexico’s flag carrier airline, Australia’s Civil Aviation Safety
Authority, Brazil’s Gol Airlines, Cayman Airways of the Cayman
Islands, South African carrier Comair, Russian S7 Airlines, Fiji
Airways and Germany’s TUI Group, the world’s largest leisure,
travel and tourism company.
Furthermore, Switzerland, Norway, India, Mongolia, Singapore and South Korea have suspended the use of Boeing 737
MAX 8 planes.
New Zealand and Vietnam also joined the list of countries that
have either grounded the planes or closed their airspace to them.
In the Middle East, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Oman
and Turkey temporarily banned the planes.
Despite growing safety concerns, the US aviation regulator
said it saw no reason to ground the planes and that a review
“shows no systemic performance issues and provides no basis
to order grounding the aircraft.”
The cause of the crash is yet to be determined; the pilot, however, had reported technical difficulties and asked for clearance to
turn back to the Ethiopian capital before the incident, Ethiopian
Airlines said.
There are some 350 Boeing 737 MAX 8 planes currently in
service around the world.
(Source: agencies)

India’s main opposition
promises jobs for women
amid heated election
campaign
India’s main opposition Congress party will reserve a third of
federal government jobs for women if it comes into power, its
chief Rahul Gandhi said on Wednesday, in a sign women’s rights
are rising up the political agenda for next month’s election.
Over the last week, two powerful parties from eastern India
said they would field women in a third of parliamentary races,
putting pressure on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and other big parties to follow suit.
India ranks at 149 out of 193 countries - worse than neighboring Afghanistan, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Pakistan - for the
percentage of women in national parliaments, according to the
Inter-Parliamentary Union, an independent organization promoting democracy.
“...Frankly, I don’t see enough women in leadership positions.
I don’t see them leading enough companies, I don’t see them
leading enough states, I don’t see enough of them in the Lok
Sabha and the Vidhan Sabhas,” Gandhi said in the southern
city of Chennai, referring to India’s lower house of parliament
and state legislatures.
Federal government jobs in India are already subject to numerous quotas, including one passed in January that reserves
10 percent of openings for people outside high income brackets.
Gandhi also said that Congress would pass the Women’s Reservation Bill this year if it came to power. The bill, which reserves
33 percent of the seats in national and state assemblies for women,
has been on hold for two decades despite being championed by
Congress and the BJP at different points.
The BJP, which says it has empowered women through nationwide schemes including clean fuel and sanitation, questioned
how the Congress jobs plan would be implemented.
“For how many generations have people talked about reservation
in party positions, reservation for elections, reservation in jobs? But
it doesn’t seem to happen,” BJP spokesperson Shaina N.C. said.
There are currently 66 women out of a total 543 elected members in India’s lower house of parliament. At 12 percent, this is
the highest ever proportion of women in the Lok Sabha.
Women make up nearly half of all voters in the country of 1.3
billion people, according to the Election Commission of India.
Based on recent state polls, women will likely head to voting
stations in droves for the elections due by May, surpassing male
turnout, analysts predict.
On Tuesday, Mamata Banerjee, chief minister of West Bengal
state, said her All India Trinamool Congress party would field 17
women candidates across 42 seats.
Earlier, on Sunday, the Biju Janata Dal, which rules Odisha
state in eastern India, said it would reserve seven of 21 seats it
is contesting for women candidates.
“33% reservation in parliament will give them bigger role
in highest policy making body,” Naveen Patnaik, leader of the
BJD and Odisha’s chief minister, said in a tweet. “Women of our
nation rightfully deserve this from all of us.”
(Source: Reuters)

14

I NTE R NATI O NAL DAI LY

Juventus shares soar as
investors cheer Ronaldo
hat-trick
Juventus shares soared more than 20 percent on Wednesday after
Cristiano Ronaldo scored a hat-trick to overturn a two-goal deficit
and defeat Atletico Madrid in a key Champions League match.
The victory on Tuesday night put the Turin-based club through
to the quarter finals of the competition, qualifying the Italian
champions for about 10.5 million euros (9 million pounds) in
additional payments.
The cash would be on top of the 9.5 million euros the Italian
club received for reaching the last 16.
At 0940 GMT, the shares were up 16 percent topping the
leader board on the Milan bourse after hitting their highest since
late January in early trading. The shares were on track for their
best day since October 2013.
“Considering the amount they gain by qualifying for the next
round against the odds, it is quite fair,” said a trader.
“Plus looking forward, the only obstacle for them might be
Barcelona (if they do qualify) or possibly Man City, the other
clubs aren’t that great.”
Juventus are controlled by Exor, the investment holding of Italy’s
Agnelli family, which owns nearly 64 percent of the soccer team.
English clubs Manchester City, Manchester United and Tottenham Hotspur have reached the last eight of the Champions
League, along with Ajax Amsterdam and Porto.
The winners of Wednesday night’s ties between Barcelona
and Olympique Lyonnais, and Bayern Munich and Liverpool
will complete the line-up. The draw for the quarter-finals of the
Champions League takes place on Friday.
(Source: Reuters)

Japan may admit North
Korean athletes for
Games - Kyodo
Japan will consider allowing North Korean athletes into the country to compete in the 2020 Olympics despite sanctions currently
banning any from entering Japan, their Olympics minister said
on Wednesday.
North Korean athletes took part in the 2018 Pyeongchang
Winter Olympics held in neighbouring South Korea, with the
two nations fielding a unified team in women’s ice hockey and
one pair of North Korean figure skaters qualifying. International
Olympic Committee (IOC) head Thomas Bach has said the IOC
is committed to promoting Korean peace efforts.
North and South Korea have told the IOC they would like to
march together in Tokyo, and have also officially requested to
enter joint teams in the qualifying process for four sports - women’s basketball, women’s hockey, the judo mixed team event and
some men’s and women’s rowing teams.
Japanese Olympics minister Yoshitaka Sakurada told parliament on Wednesday that the government will review allowing
athletes from the North to take part, Kyodo news agency said.
“The Olympics and Paralympics is the world’s largest peace
event, and it is desirable to have as many participants as possible,”
Sakurada was quoted as saying.
He added that the move will require understanding “in a number
of areas” and that he will work with other officials to deal with it.
Japan instituted a number of sanctions against North Korea
following a series of nuclear and missile tests that include not
allowing its citizens to enter. Ties are also strained as the result
of Pyongyang’s abductions of Japanese citizens to train them
as spies decades ago.
Sakurada’s comments on Wednesday mark a change from
last year, when he was quoted by Japan’s Sankei Shimbun daily
shortly after taking office as saying that solving the abduction
issue, which Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has emphasized during
his years in office, was a pre-requisite for the North’s athletes
to take part.
(Source: Eurosport)

Mercedes look to burst
Ferrari’s bubble in Melbourne
High hopes of a meaningful Formula One title race will face their
first test at the Australian Grand Prix on Sunday as five-times
champion Lewis Hamilton and his Mercedes team seek to crush
the pre-season optimism surrounding Ferrari.
Under different management and after a positive winter testing,
Ferrari have arrived in Melbourne with a fast car and plenty of
buzz, raising expectation of a genuine challenge to five years of
Mercedes dominance.
Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff says the Ferrari threat is very real.
“Last year, we had to give it absolutely everything to come
out on top. From what we have learned so far, this year will be
even tougher,” he added.
(Source: AP)

Schmidhofer seals women’s
downhill title
Nicole Schmidhofer clinched the World Cup downhill title on
Wednesday, finishing seventh at the finals in Andorra, as compatriot Mirjam Puchner pulled off a surprise by winning the race.
Schmidhofer started the day with a lead of 90 points in the chase
for the small globe awarded to winners of individual disciples.
She went off third and, even though she finished 11th, she
clinched her first title when Siebenhofer, following two slots
later, almost fell and, though she stayed upright, was slower
down the piste and ended 19th.
Puchner edged German Viktoria Rebensburg by 0.03sec and
Swiss skier Corinne Suter by 0.08sec for her second career victory.
On a good day for her country, Schmidhofer ended a 12-year
women’s downhill drought by winning Austria’s first globe in
the discipline since Renate Goetschl in 2007.
This season she has finished on the World Cup downhill podium
four times winning twice, in consecutive races in Lake Louise.
Puchner’s only previous victory came in Saint Moritz in 2016.
(Source: AFP)
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Cristiano Ronaldo wins the divorce
with Real Madrid

Cristiano Ronaldo and Real Madrid. Real
Madrid and Cristiano Ronaldo. It was the
perfect marriage as the two entities won
four Champions Leagues in five years,
reached eight consecutive semi-finals in
the competition, celebrated many great
European nights, as well as Ballon d’Or
galas, but they separated paths last summer
after reigning over Europe. The relationship between the two was so worn that a
point of no return arrived. The declaration
of heartache was announced by Cristiano
in Kiev and the divorce was announced a
little while later, with the feeling that both
Cristiano and Madrid would lose out by
separating.
Eight months have passed and countless episodes have occurred, so many in
fact that Zinedine Zidane has back on the
Madrid bench after Los Blancos failed to
get past the last 16 stage of the Champions
League for the first time in nine years, whilst
simultaneously suffering their worst ever
defeat in the competition as Ajax won 4-1
at the Santiago Bernabeu.
Madrid lacked goals, hope, leadership
and soul, something Cristiano exhibited as
he brought Juventus back from 2-0 down
in the first leg to score a hat-trick against
Atletico Madrid with the Italians advancing
3-2 on aggregate. This would have brought
back many glorious memories for Madrid
supporters, especially seeing as the hattrick came against Jan Oblak, the same
goalkeeper who Cristiano scored a hat-trick
against en route to the 2017 Champions
League final in Cardiff. There is also the
way he dismantled Bayern Munich in 2014

at the Allianz Arena as Madrid reached the
2014 final in Lisbon. He continues to write
his European legend.
The night against Ajax accentuated the
reality that had already been seen in the two
Clasicos beforehand as Madrid failed to score
against Barcelona. Nobody was scoring the
goals that Cristiano was, as recognised by
Luka Modric on the eve of the Clasico. A
fantastic line came from Keylor Navas back
in October, too: “You cannot cover up the
sun with a finger.”
Ahead of the quarter-final draw on Friday
15 March, there will be Cristiano - who is also

Djokovic out in Indian Wells third
round

World number one Novak Djokovic was
knocked out of the BNP Paribas Open in
the third round by Philipp Kohlschreiber
at Indian Wells.
The Serb, who currently holds three
of the four Grand Slam titles, was beaten
6-4 6-4 by the German world number 39.
Djokovic broke his racquet in anger after
Kohlschreiber - who had lost his past seven matches against the 31-year-old - took
the first set.
Britain’s Kyle Edmund beat Radu Albot
6-3 6-3 to reach the last 16.
He will face Roger Federer, who defeated
fellow Swiss Stan Wawrinka 6-3 6-4 to
reach the fourth round.
The match between Djokovic and
Kohlschreiber began on Monday but was
delayed until Tuesday because of heavy rain.
Kohlschreiber won 72% of first-serve
points and saved four of five break points
as he closed out victory.
He will play French 18th seed Gael
Monfils in the fourth round.
“To be honest, I don’t enjoy losing,
especially in a tournament like this, a
tournament where I have had plenty of

success in the past,” Djokovic said.
“But it just happens, one of those days.
You just have to deal with it, move on, turn
the next page.
“Miami is the next tournament singles-wise for me. I’m not at my highest
level, but slowly building, and hopefully
I’ll be able to peak in Miami.”
Second seed Rafael Nadal reached the
fourth round with a 6-3 6-1 win over Diego
Schwartzman.
Nadal, a three-time champion at Indian
Wells, did not face a break point in the
match. He will play Serbia’s Filip Krajinovic
next after Krajinovic, ranked 113, beat 15th
seed Daniil Medvedev 6-3 6-2.
Elsewhere, Canadian 19-year-old Denis
Shapovalov rapped on court in his postmatch interview after beating Croatian
10th seed seed Marin Cilic.
Shapovalov, seeded 24th at Indian Wells,
beat the 2014 US Open champion 6-4 6-2
and will play Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz next.
Hurzack, ranked 67 in the world, fought
back to beat Japanese sixth seed Kei Nishikori 4-6 6-4 6-3.
(Source: BBC)

on the verge of winning the Scudetto - and
not Madrid. There is no denying that those
at the Bernabeu yearn for Cristiano and his
goals, especially in the biggest games. Without
wishing to find culprits for the separation,
which are different depending on who you
listen to, Cristiano has certainly won the
divorce in the short-term.
Ronaldo gave an answer to Simeone
When Argentina suffered a heavy defeat
against Croatia in last summer’s World Cup,
Diego Simeone drew comparisons between
Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo.

An audio of the Atletico Madrid boss
speaking to Mono Burgos leaked, in which
he pondered which of the two he’d rather
have in his team.
“Messi is very good, but he’s surrounded
by extraordinary players,” Simeone said.
“If you had to choose between Messi and
Ronaldo for a normal team, who would you
choose?”
On Tuesday evening, Cristiano answered
Simeone’s question by scoring a hat-trick
to send them packing from the Champions
League.
Having now seen what he can still do,
it’s clear what Simeone was talking about.
His hat-trick rounded off a top performance
on a historical night for Juve and European
football.
“Juventus signed me for this,” the No.7
stated to Sky Sport Italia afterwards.
He has dragged the Old Lady into the
quarter-finals, kept their dream of winning
the competition alive and has already become
a leader in Turin.
The dream continues
Juventus have lost in two recent Champions League finals and one of those was at
the hands of Cristiano. Barcelona beat them
in 2014/15, while Ronaldo’s Real Madrid
came out on top in 2016/17.
Before Tuesday Cristiano had just one
goal in this season’s competition, but now
that the business end has come, Cristiano
has shown up.
There are still two knockout rounds to
come before the final, but with the Portuguese
on form, Juventus are predicting success.
(Source: Marca)

Tedesco’s future in the balance after
Schalke’s mauling at City

Schalke coach Domenico Tedesco has
ruled out resigning despite his side’s 7-0
mauling at Manchester City in the Champions League, but the club’s bosses are
now deciding his future.
“I haven’t given a second thought to
changing anything on my side,” said Tedesco after the biggest European defeat
in his club’s history on Tuesday.
“I am proud, even now, to be coach of
Schalke 04.
“Even in these difficult times, I like being
here and giving my all.”
Schalke’s director of sport Jochen Schneider, who has only been in office for a
week, expects to make an announcement
about Tedesco’s future on Thursday.
“We couldn’t talk about that agenda
directly after the game,” said Schneider
before Schalke flew back to Germany on
Wednesday.
“We will use the next few hours to discuss things internally, then we will explain
things tomorrow.”
After winning the first-leg 3-2 in Gelsenkirchen, City ran riot at the Etihad Stadium
with Sergio Aguero netting twice as the

7-0 win clinched a 10-2 aggregate victory
in the last 16 tie.
The drubbing was the joint-biggest ever
win in the knockout stage of the Champions
League, but won’t linger long in the memory
given Schalke’s total lack of resistence.
“I’m extremely disappointed. We fell
apart. It was the worst we’ve had here since
I was coach,” said Tedesco who took charge
at the start of last season.
“Of course it hurts. It’s difficult when
you lose 7-0 to stand here. The next couple
of weeks are going to be difficult.”
Last season’s runners-up in the Bundesliga have now leaked 21 goals in losing
all of their last five games.
Schalke sit 14th in the Bundesliga table,
just four points from the relegation places,
and Tedesco could be gone even before
Saturday’s home match against RB Leipzig.
However, the 33-year-old says he will
fight until the end.
“I definitely believe in it, 100 percent,”
said Tedesco when asked if he can still turn
Schalke around.
“Of course, we aren’t going to give up .”
(Source: AFP)

WADA president says proved right over Russian re-admission
The World Anti-Doping Agency has been vindicated over its
decision to readmit Russia’s anti-doping agency six months
ago, its president Craig Reedie said on Wednesday.
In particular, Reedie said that Russia’s decision to allow
access to its Moscow laboratory following readmission of
RUSADA was a “game changer.”
RUSADA was suspended in 2015 after a WADA-commissioned report outlined evidence of systematic, state-backed
doping in Russian athletics.
Another report the following year documented more than
1,000 doping cases across dozens of sports, notably at the
Winter Olympics that Russia hosted in Sochi in 2014. Russia
has denied state involvement in doping.
In a controversial decision last September, WADA voted
to conditionally restore RUSADA’s accreditation as long as
it allowed inspectors access to the tainted Moscow lab and
data to which it had long been denied.
“Just as it was the correct decision to declare RUSADA
non-compliant way back in November 2015, the decision
which WADA’s executive committee took on Sept 20, 2018
(to readmit Russia) was, in my view, also the right one for
clean sport,” Reedie told WADA’s annual symposium.

“Clearly it was not an easy decision for the (WADA) executive committee, I fully understand the reasons against
it, but in light of the events that have occurred since it was
made, it has proven to be the right one,” he added.

WADA said last week it had completed a painstaking
process of uploading more than 1.5 million files of doping
data mined from the Moscow lab and would start assessing
the information to ensure it is complete and authentic.
“It is undisputable that accessing the laboratory data
was a major step forward in this saga,” said Reedie, adding
that WADA needed to ensure that “the data is both complete
and authentic.”
He said WADA had to sift through 24 terabytes of information — the equivalent of more than 400,000 hours of music.
“The data, if authentic and complete, will be a game
changer,” he said. “It will be absolutely crucial to build
strong cases against those athletes who have cheated and
exonerate other athletes suspected of having participated
in widespread doping.”
Reedie added that athletes both inside and outside in
Russia had been “in limbo” until last September, a situation
which he said “served nobody.”
He also pointed out that Russian athletes had continued
to compete in many sports even after RUSADA was declared
non-compliant as WADA had “no authority” on participation.
(Source: Reuters)
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ACL: Persepolis
coach Ivankovic
optimistic despite
losing to Al Sadd
S P O R T S TEHRAN — Persepod
e
s
k lis of Iran coach Branko
Ivankovic looked optimistic about his
side’s chances to book a place in the 2019
AFC Champions League knockout stage
despite losing to Al Sadd 1-0 on Tuesday.
Persepolis, last season’s finalists,
conceded a late goal against the Qatari
giants in Group D in Doha’s Jassim Bin
Hamad Stadium.
The Iranian popular football team
started the campaign with a 1-1 draw
against Uzbekistan’s Pakhtakor last week
and now sit bottom of the table with just

one point.
“First, I would like to congratulate
Al Sadd on winning the match It was a
difficult game and both teams played
well. We fought really hard and wanted
to win the game but at the end of the
game we were unlucky the way we lost
it,” Ivankovic said.
Persepolis missed very chances in
this match. Ali Alipour and Bashar Resan missed two clear chances at the last
minutes of the match and the Iranian
team conceded a stoppage time’s goal.
“In football, the results are not always

Esteghlal not afraid of Al Hilal:
Winfried Schaefer

S
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Azmoun scores five in five
after January move to
Wolves falls through

fair. I also think their goal was in a clear
offside position,” he added.
“We are not disappointed and will do
our best to book a place in the knockout
stage. We want to earn 12 points from
our four next matches. We believe in
ourselves that we can advance to the

next stage,” the Croat stated.
“Al Sadd are a strong team but we
created five scoring clear chances against
them in the first half. In football, you have
to take advantage of every opportunity,
because your opponent will not squander
their chances,” Ivankovic concluded.

Hossein Abdi appointed Iran U17
football team coach

Sardar Azmoun has impressed since his Wolves move fell through.
Wolverhampton Wanderers spent much of the January transfer
window searching for a new striker to compete with Raul Jimenez.
In their bid to finish seventh, Wolves felt they needed another
striker to push Jimenez for the starting spots.
Sardar Azmoun was close to agreeing a move from Rubin
Kazan, initially on loan ahead of a permanent summer move.
But this is where the deal broke down.
According to Sky Sports News, Wolves wanted an option to
buy, while Rubin Kazan insisted on an obligation to buy with a
pre-set transfer fee of £11.5m.
Wolves pulled the plug on this potential deal and Azmoun
instead stayed in Russia, moving to Zenit St Petersburg.
Since his switch to Zenit, the 24-year-old has been in sensational form. With five goals in five matches, he is showing signs
that he could have been a success at Wolves.
Azmoun is highly rated by club and country; the Iran international has scored 28 goals in just 45 games for the national
team, earning the nickname ‘Iranian Messi’.
Whether he would have been an instant hit in England remains
to be seen but his natural aptitude for scoring goals suggests he
was worth a punt.
Wolves have no guarantees over whether they will be able to
make Raul Jimenez’s deal permanent next summer so Azmoun
would have been a shrewd acquisition.
(Source: Persian Football)

UEFA investigate Neymar for
VAR comments
S P O R T S TEHRAN — Estegd
e
s
k hlal coach Winfried
Schaefer is satisfied with his team’s
performance against Al Ain of the
UAE in Matchday Two of the 2019
AFC Champions League and says
they are not afraid of confronting
Al Hilal of Saudi Arabia.
The Iranian Blues sit fourth in
Group C of the competition with
just one point, while Al Hilal lead
the table with six points. Al Duhail
also are second with three points.

“First, I would like to thank our
supporters who came to the stadium.
We played very well, especially in
the second half. With the way we
played against Al Ain, we are not
afraid with playing against Al Hilal,
Al Duhail and Al Ain in the UAE,”
Schaefer said.
“We made a mistake and conceded
a goal with a lack of concentration
at the final moments of the match.
This is football not play station,” the
German coach stated.

S P O R T S TEHRAN — Former
d
e
s
k Persepolis assistant
coach Hossein Abdi has been appointed as
new head coach of Iran U17 football team.
Abdi, who most recently was manager
of Iran’s women’s national football team,
replaced Abbas Chamanian in the team.
Iran advanced to the 2017 FIFA U17
World Cup quarter-finals under guidance
of Chamanian in India.
The Persians defeated Guinea 3-1,
Germany 4-0 and Costa Rica 3-0 in Group
C and qualified for the quarte-finals af-

Tareq: Luck was not on our side

Humam Tareq has admitted Esteghlal did not get the
rub of the green after conceding a late equalizer to draw
1-1 with the United Arab Emirates’ Al Ain in Group C of
the 2019 AFC Champions League on Tuesday.
After both teams lost their opening games of the
campaign, the match at Azadi Stadium took on extra
significance and it was Esteghlal who dominated large
spells, eventually going ahead through Farshid Bagheri’s
header in the 54th minute.
But the Iranian side continued to miss chances and the
longer there remained just one goal in it, the more likely
the equalizer became. So it proved as Japan international
Tsukasa Shiotani fired into the bottom left corner with
five minutes remaining to claim a share of the spoils.
“We played a great game but luck wasn’t on our side,”
reflected Tareq, who came off the bench with just under
20 minutes to play.
“We wasted a number of chances both in the first and
second halves. I hope we will be better in the next game,
which will be a tough one as it’s against the group leaders
Al Hilal.”
Esteghlal perhaps should have taken the lead just after the 30-minute mark although Esmael Goncalves will

ter beating Mexico 2-0 in Round of 16.
Iran failed to make history in that
edition after losing to eventual runners-up Spain 3-1.
Chamanian was sacked as coaching
of Iran following poor result at the 2018
AFC U16 Championship.
Iran failed to advance to the knockout
stage after losing to Indonesia 2-0 and
a goalless draw against India. Beating
Vietnam 5-0 in the third match could
not help Chamanian’s side to book a
place in the next stage.

consider himself unlucky that his header from Ayanda
Patosi’s corner rebounded back off the woodwork.
Al Ain goalkeeper Khalid Eisa, meanwhile, was in
inspired form, pulling off superb reactive saves from
substitute Farshid Esmaeili and substitute Seyed Karimi in the second half.
More than 65,000 spectators had turned out at the
Azadi, but, with Esteghlal unable to capitalise on their
chances, they would leave disappointed following Al
Ain’s equaliser.
“It’s tough to take this point but I think that, being
Esteghlal, and having these great fans who support us
from the beginning to the end, we are capable of achieving
something,” added Tareq.
“I wish all the best to my teammates and the coaching
staff [in the next games] and I also want to thank the fans
who came to support us today. I hope we can make them
happy in the future.”
Esteghlal next face a double-header with group leaders Al Hilal of Saudi Arabia, who made it two wins from
two following a 3-1 victory over Qatar’s Al Duhail, also
on Tuesday.
(Source: the-afc)

Octavio calls for greater efficiency in blockbuster quarter-final
Pattaya: Islamic Republic of Iran head
coach Marco Octavio called on his side
to take their chances, and bounce back
from their loss to Oman, in a blockbuster
AFC Beach Soccer Championship Thailand 2019 quarter-final on Thursday.
A 4-3 defeat to Oman on Tuesday saw
the reigning champions slip to second
place in Group D, setting up a mouth-watering win-or-go-home clash with Japan,
themselves an Asian powerhouse with
nine successive appearances at the FIFA
Beach Soccer World Cup.
Iran finished third at the World Cup
in 2017, and are currently second in the
world rankings, but with the tournament
now in its knockout stage, the only certainty in Thursday’s match is that one
of the Continent’s powerhouses will see
their campaign come to an early end.
Reflecting on his side’s costly defeat,
Octavio stressed that his side played
well against Oman, but that they must
improve in front of goal if they are to
beat their East Asian opponents.
“I’m very proud of my players, and

congratulations to Oman,” said the Brazilian boss. “That was a wonderful match,
for all people who love beach soccer.”
“Our performance was good but we
were not as efficient as Oman. We shot 37
times at goal, Oman shot 17, but Oman
scored four goals and Iran only three.
This is football.
“We have to learn, whether we win or
we lose, and now we have to concentrate.
We have a chance.
“We know we are going to face a strong
team like Japan, but we will try our best
to honor our flag, to honor Iran in this
competition.”
Despite their status as one of the
world’s best sides, Iran will face an
arduous challenge against a Japanese
side which breezed through the group
stage, racking up a tournament-best 21
goals in three matches.
Octavio - whose task is made tougher
by the absence of the suspended Amir
Akbari - believes Japan have been the
standout team in the competition thus far.
“Oman, Bahrain, Japan and Iran all

ended up in Group C and D, which was
a strange draw, but okay, we are here,”
he said.
“We have a strong team, and Japan
have shown, until this moment, the best
beach soccer. We have a very difficult
task, but we are going to try our best
to get ahead.”
Despite powering to emphatic wins
over Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain, Japan
head coach Ruy Ramos has used all three
of his post-match press conferences to
call for improvement from his side.
With Ozu Moreira and Shusei
Yamauchi bagging six goals apiece in
the group stage, Ramos agrees that his
side are playing well, but he believes they
have not yet reached the level required
to beat Asia’s best teams.
“Our target is the same as other teams
- to be the champions,” he declared.
“We should be happy with our past
three wins, but I’m also not satisfied
with the performance of the players,
and they should be better from now.”
Japan could be forgiven for feeling a

touch unfortunate to have landed next
to the world’s number two side at this
stage of the competition, but former Japanese football international Ramos is
approaching the match with optimism.
“It’s a great honor to be playing against
the leader in Asia, Iran. In the past 7 to
10 years they have been leading Asian
beach soccer,” he said. “As you saw, the
game between Iran and Oman was a
brilliant game; one of the top games.
“Coming to this stage of the tournament, we cannot choose our opponent,
but we will do our best.”
(Source: the-afc)

UEFA have confirmed that an investigation into Paris Saint-Germain forward Neymar’s video assisted referee (VAR) outburst
on social media has been launched.
The Brazil international blasted the use of VAR to award Manchester United a late penalty in their 3-1 Champions League
round-of-16 second-leg win at Parc des Princes last week that
secured a 3-3 away goals success.
Injured Neymar could only watch on from the stands and
later the touchline as his teammates threw away a two-goal,
first-leg lead following two Romelu Lukaku goals and a Marcus
Rashford spot kick, awarded for a Presnel Kimpembe handball
after a VAR review.
“This is a disgrace,” the 27-year-old raged on Instagram at
the time. “Four guys who know nothing about football watch a
slow-motion replay in front of the television.
“It was nothing! What can [Kimpembe] do with his hand
while his back is turned? Go f--- yourselves!”
Neymar watched last Wednesday’s match from the stands,
having returned from Brazil where he had been recovering from
a second fractured fifth metatarsal in his right foot.
But sources have told ESPN FC that Neymar is ahead of schedule in his recovery from his latest injury and even wore boots
during his recent stint in Qatar.
(Source: ESPN)

Rio Ferdinand: Deduct
points for racist abuse, not
just pitch invaders
Rio Ferdinand has told the Daily Telegraph that he fears for the
safety of players following a spate of pitch invasions, but questions
why calls for sanctions against clubs are not as strong when it
comes to them being racially abused.
At the weekend, Aston Villa’s Jack Grealish was attacked from
behind by a Birmingham City supporter, while a fan pushed
Chris Smalling as they ran across the field during Manchester
United’s match at Arsenal.
Former Manchester United and England defender Ferdinand
called for more severe action -- including point deductions -- to
avoid a situation similar to that of tennis star Monica Seles who was
stabbed by a fan during a French Open quarterfinal match in 1993.
“The guy who attacked Grealish got 14 weeks in prison,” Ferdinand said. “If there are little, tippy-tappy punishments for
things like that people will say, ‘That’s easy, that’s in and out [of
jail] - not a problem.’
“There has to be a stiffer deterrent to stop these people committing these stupid, mindless acts. We saw the events at the
weekend but they could have been a lot worse. You take your
mind back to times like Monica Seles. That was something that
ruined someone’s career and was a harrowing thing to see.
“There’s no doubt in my mind it could happen [in football].
Unless there’s a proper deterrent put in place I don’t see these
things changing so I think you have got to deduct points from
clubs. And the punishment for the individual has got to be much
more severe than 14 weeks in a cell.”
Ferdinand went on to suggest the same approach should be
used to tackle racist abuse in the game. Raheem Sterling and
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang are among the players who have
been targeted during Premier League matches this season.
“When it was Raheem Sterling...when it was the incident
with Aubameyang, I didn’t hear mention about points getting
deducted,” Ferdinand said. “So you tell me what that says? That
paints the picture right there. ‘Oh, it’s all right to be racist, we
can just give them a fine and ban him for a few games.’
“But then someone comes on the pitch and attacks a player
and it’s ‘deduct points.’ That shows you the issue.”
(Source: Soccernet)
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GUIDE TO
SPIRITUALAWAKENING
He who neglects good deeds will suffer grief and
remorse, and his life is worth nothing. He who is
not generous with his life and wealth in the way of
God, can never have hope of God’s grace and heaven.
Imam Ali (AS)

“Alfred” to go on stage
in Tehran
A
d

R

T TEHRAN – Iranian director Hadi Amel plans
e
s
k to stage French playwright Pascal Nowacki’s
“Alfred” at Tehran’s Iranshahr Hall on April 8.

Evening: 18:29

Dawn: 4:53 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:16 (tomorrow)

MARCH 14, 2019

ART&CULTURE

Jame Jam Television Festival
honors winners
Rashidpur also received the best
1
male presenter award for his program “Hala
Khorshid”, while Ferdowsipur was also honored with the best producer award for his “90”.
The awards for best actress and actor were
given to Maryam Momen and Hessam Manzur both acting in the TV series “Lady of the
Mansion” directed by Azizollah Hamidnejad.
The series that takes place in the Qajar era
narrates a romance alongside the political
events of the era such as the assassination
of the Qajar king Nasser ad-Din Shah (18211900) by Mirza Reza Kermani.
The best female presenter award was
handed to Fatemeh Amini for the children’s
program “Mal Mal”.
Minoo Azizi was honored with the best
voice actor award, while veteran voice actor
Manuchehr Vaalizadeh was honored with a
lifetime achievement award.
The TV series “Irangard”, putting highlight
on the Iranian natural and cultural attractions, brought the best documentary award
for his director Javad Qarai.
The best documentary award was handed
to Davud Samavatiyar for “Handicrafts”.
The organizers also honored the name and
memoirs of screenwriter Kashayar Alvand,
who died of a heart attack at his home in
Tehran last week. He was 51
Alvand’s writings made the happiest moments for Iranian viewers for over 15 years
with popular comedy series such as “Noqtechin”, “Barareh Nights” and “Paytakht”.

A number of honorees and organizers pose for a photo with their awards at the IRIB International Conference Hall on March 12,
2019. (Honaronline/Saeid Rabiei)

Filmgoers to enjoy Noruz
with new movies

Vocalist Mohammad Motamedi offers
low-priced concerts in Tehran

A scene from “The Prisoners” by Masud Dehnamaki.
A
R
T TEHRAN —Seven
at a hotel room in Tehran in 1968, and
d
e
s
k Iranian films have the Persian dailies Kayhan and Ettelaat
been selected to premiere at Iranian reported that he has committed suicide
theaters ahead of the Iranian New Year for his unhappy domestic life. However,
celebration, Noruz, which will begin a large group of people also believed that
on March 20, the Screening Council he was killed by the SAVAK intelligence
of the Culture Ministry announced on services due to his disloyalty to the
Shah regime.
Wednesday.
The films will hit the theaters across
Acclaimed movie “6.5 for One Meter”
the country on Saturday.
by Saeid Rustai, a creative effort to
The selection includes Bahram depict the horrible image of narcotics,
Tavakkoli’s “Gholamreza Takhti”, a is also included.
movie about the life story of Iranian
Also included are “White-Forehead
Olympic gold-medalist wrestler Deer” by Javad Hashemi, “The
Gholamreza Takhti.
Prisoners” by Masud Dehnamaki,
Takhti, whose manly virtue and “Rahman 1400” by Manuchehr Hadi,
social activities during the 1960s made “Four-Fingered” by Hamed Mohammadi
him a national hero, was found dead and “Pig Genes” by Saeid Soheili.

Mohammad Motamedi acknowledges the audience after a performance at Tehran’s Milad
Tower on September 1, 2017. (Tasnim/Naser Jafari)
A
R
T TEHRAN — Iranian of theater and music. I negotiated with the
d
e
s
k vocalist Mohammad
officials at the Art and Cultural Organization
Motamedi is scheduled to give concerts with of the Tehran Municipality, and it was decided
low price tickets in Tehran for families from that good theater halls mostly in downtown
all walks of life.
Tehran would be dedicated to the project,”
The concert will take place in Tehran Motamedi had earlier announced.
Theater Complex in the Khavaran
The interested fans can purchase their
neighborhood beginning on March 24, tickets online on Saturday.
the vocalist has announced in a post on his
Motamedi performed two open-air
Instagram.
concerts with the Orchestra of National
The concert is part of “Art for All”, a project Instruments in Tehran’s Ab-o-Atash Park
Motamedi has pursued in recent months to in August 2018.
provide the facilities for low income families
The performances were part of a series of
to be able to afford tickets for concerts and free outdoor concerts organized by several
theaters across the city.
popular musicians to boost the spirits of
“Over the past few months, I was thinking Iranians during the current adverse economic
of launching the project ‘Art for All’ in the fields conditions confronting the country.

“Am I a Wolf?” to compete at
Animafest Zagreb

Iranian photographer wins Gold Medal
at English contest

A
d

A
d

Iranian director Hadi Amel in an undated photo.
The play is about a young man Gideon, who is living a terrible
life. He decides to kill himself because he has lost his job and
girlfriend. But there is a jinn, Alfred, who wants to help him.
The play will be on stage for one month.

“An Ethics for Today”
at Iranian bookstores
C U L T U R E TEHRAN – American philosopher Richard
d
e
s
k Rorty’s 2010 book “An Ethics for Today:
Finding Common Ground Between Philosophy and Religion” has
recently been published in Persian by Cheshmeh Publications
in Tehran.
In the book translated by Ali Sayyah, Rorty rejects all
theories of truth but also dismisses modern epistemology
and its preoccupation with knowledge and representation.
At the same time, his belief that there can be no universally
valid answers to moral questions led him to a complex view
of religion rarely expressed in his writings.

Foo Fighters, The Killers,
Keith Urban lead
Pilgrimage Fest
FRANKLIN, Tenn. (AP) — After rain and lightning caused
a cancellation last year, the Pilgrimage Music and Cultural
Festival is hoping for a rebound in its fifth year with headliners
Foo Fighters, The Killers and Keith Urban.
The festival, which is coproduced by Justin Timberlake
and co-founded by Better
Than Ezra’s Kevin Griffin, is
returning to the Harlinsdale
Farm in Franklin, Tennessee,
about 20 miles south of
Nashville, on Sept. 21-22.
Severe weather last year
resulted in evacuations and
refunded tickets and most
of the scheduled headliners,
including Jack White, Chris
Stapleton and Dave Matthews,
did not perform.
Co-founder Brandt Wood
told The Associated Press
This July 17, 2018 file photo that they have evolved their
shows Dave Grohl of Foo Fighters plans for sheltering people,
performing at Madison Square managing traffic and managing
Garden in New York. (Photo by egress and ingress in bad
Greg Allen/Invision/AP, File) weather situations.
“We learned a lot about how
to communicate,” Wood said. “We’ve really broken it down
into what we did right and what we can do better.”
Additional performers this year include Leon Bridges,
Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night Sweats, The Head & The
Heart, Live, Jenny Lewis, Lauren Daigle, Lukas Nelson and
the Promise of the Real.
The festival brands itself as family friendly, with kids under
10 allowed in free with an adult general admission ticket holder
and music ending at 8:30 p.m. Central.
Tickets go on sale Friday.

T TEHRAN – Iranian
k director
AmirHushang Moein’s short animation
“Am I a Wolf?” will compete in the
Animafest Zagreb, an international
festival of animated films.
The animation is about a group
of students that is performing a play
called “The Wolf and the Seven Little
Goats”. Meanwhile, the child, who
is playing the role of the wolf and is
doomed to be defeated, feels lonely
and irritated. He takes his role very
seriously.
Iranian short animated film “One
Person” by Mahbubeh Kalai will also
go on screen at the student film section
e

R

s

A scene from “Am I a Wolf?” by Iranian
director Amir-Hushang Moein.
of the festival, which will be held in
the Croatian capital from June 3 to 8.

T TEHRAN – Iranian
k photographer Hossein
Zare has won the GPU Gold Medal for
the best creative photo at the Bristol
Salon, the organizers have announced.
He received the honor in the
Monochrome Section for his single
photo “Wrong Way” depicting a man
walking backwards in a snowy landscape.
He also received an honorable
mention for his photo “Protector” in
this section, while Iranian photographer
Amin Dehqan received an honorable
mention for “Soiree” in the Travel
section.
The contest is organized by the
Photographic Society of America (PSA)
e

R
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“Wrong Way” by Hossein Zare won the
GPU Gold Medal for the best creative photo
at the Bristol Salon.
and the Federation Internationale de
l’Art Photographique (FIAP).

Hollywood actors, CEOs accused of paying bribes, faking photos to scam U.S. college admissions
BOSTON (Reuters) — Nearly 50 people, including actors Felicity Huffman and Lori Loughlin were charged on
Tuesday in what federal authorities say was a $25 million
scam to help wealthy Americans get their children into
elite universities like Yale and Stanford.
The most sweeping college admissions fraud scheme
ever unearthed in the United States was masterminded at
a small college-preparation company based in Newport
Beach, California, prosecutors said. It relied on bribes
to coaches, phony test takers and even doctored photos
misrepresenting non-athletic applicants as elite competitors to gain admissions for the offspring of rich parents.
“These parents are a catalog of wealth and privilege,”
Andrew Lelling, the U.S. attorney in Boston, said at a

news conference. “For every student admitted through
fraud, an honest, genuinely talented student was rejected.”
William “Rick” Singer, 58, pleaded guilty on Tuesday
to charges related to running the scheme through his
Edge College & Career Network, which charged from
$100,000 to as much as $2.5 million per child for the
services, which were masked as contributions to a scam
charity Singer runs.
“I was essentially buying or bribing the coaches for a
spot,” Singer said as he pleaded guilty to charges including
racketeering, money laundering and obstruction of justice.
“And that occurred very frequently.”
Dressed in a dark sweater blazer, wearing glasses, her
hair in a ponytail, Huffman, best known for her role in the

TV series, “Desperate Housewives”, was among around
20 defendants who appeared in a Los Angeles court.
Many were slumped in chairs and one woman tried
to hide her face. Huffman’s actor husband William H.
Macy, known for roles in movies such as “Fargo” and the
hit TV series “Shameless”, sat in the front row of court
wearing a gray sweater coat.
Magistrate Judge Alexander MacKinnon ordered
Huffman’s release on a $250,000 bond before a March
29 hearing in Boston.
All the defendants who appeared in the U.S. District
Court in Los Angeles were likely to be released on bond,
Thom Mrozek, a spokesman for the U.S. Attorney’s Office,
said in an email.

