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PROTOCOL FOR THE CONSERVATION OF BIDLQGICAL DIVERSITY TO
THE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION
OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF 'THE CASPIAN SEA
i

Preamble

Caspian littoral States:

Republic of Azerbaijan
Islamic Republic of Iran
Republic of Kazakhsian
Russian Federaticn

Turkmenistan

hereinafter referred to as the Contracting Partics

¥
Being Contracting Parties to the Framework Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment
of the Caspian Sea, done at Tehran on 4 Nevembar 2003 (hereinafter keferred to as the Convention);

Deternuned 1o implement the Convention and in accordance with its Article 14, paragraph 2, which
stipulates cooperation in the development of the Pratocols in order to undertake the necessary measures
for the protection, preservation and restoration of maring biological resources:

Being Contracting Parties to the United Nations Convention on Biblogical Diversity, June 5, 1992;

Being aware that the Caspian Sea (s a unique ecosystem, and contains a larpe number uf biotopes and
species of great national, regional and global mmportance that ,need protection, preservation and
restoration, and of the need to guarantee sustainable and rational use of biological resources;

Taking into comsideration the pressure en the marine environment of the Caspian Sea due to different
kinds of human activities, which threaten biclogical diversily;

Stressing the importance of safeguarding biological diversity, and, as appropriate, improving the state
of the natural end culturul heritage of the coastal and marine ares} of the Caspian Sea, in particular
through the development of proteoted areas und by the protection und conscrvation of threatened speeics,
at the national and regional levels; .

Noting with concern the issue of alien species and the need to devilop cohtrol measures to prevent the
accidental ransfer due to buman activities of such speeics into and out of the Caspian Ses;

Acknowledging the need to take the necessary measures to protcct: preserve and restore the health and
integrity of the coastal and marine scosystens of the Caspian Sca;

HAVE AGREED as follows: CARTYCR N P X
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I. GENERAL PROVISIONS AND QBLIGATIONS

Article 1. Usa of Terms

For the purpose of this Protocol;

{a) "Biological diversity" means the variability among living greanisms from all sources including,
inter alla, tervestrinl, marine and other aquatic scosystems and the ecological complaxes of which they are

part; this includes diversity within species, berween species and.of eCosystems;

(b) "Biological resources” includes genctic resources, organising or paris thereof, populations, or any
other biotic component of ecosystiems with actual or potential use orivalue for bumanity;

{¢) "Biotechnology” means any technological application that uses biclogical systems, lving
organisms, or derivatives thereof, to make or medify products of me:csses for specific use;

(d) “Competent Authority” means either the “National Authoriry” defined in Article 1 of the
Convention or the authority(ies) within the government of Contracting Party designated by (he National
Authority responsible for the fulfilmeit of the obligations specified in this Protocol;

(&) “Country of origin of genetic rescurces” means the country which possesses those penetic
resources fn in-situ conditions, with the exception of agreed transboundary types of biological resources,
which are owned by all Caspian littoral states;

(fy “Country providing genetic resources” means the counniry supplying genetic resources collected
from in-situ sources, including populations of both wild and domesticated specics, or taken from ex-situ
sources, which may or may not have originated in that country; ;

(g) “Domesticated or cultivated species™ means species in which the evolutionary process has been
nfluenced by humans 1o meet their peeds™

() Ecosystem" means n dynamic complex of living arganisms and their environment interacting as a
functional uait;

(f} "Endemic specics” means any species believed to occur only in a specified geographical region;

() “Ex-situ conservation” means the conscrvation of components of bivlogical diversity oulside their
natural habitats;

(l) “Genetic material” means any material of plant, animal, micrebial er other origin containing
functional units of hercdity;

(I} “Genetically modified species™ means any species whose genetic material has been altered using
pene (cehnalogy;

{m) “Genetic resources” means eenctic material of actual or potential value;
n) "Habitat" means a specified living space where an orpanism or population naturally ecsurs;
P 2 5p Ban ¥

(o) “In-situ conservation” means the conservation of ccosystemns and matural habitats and the
maintenance and recovery of viable populations of species in their natural surrcundings and, in the case of

KA PRI G 3
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domesticated or cultivated species. in the surroundings where they have developed their distinctive
properties;

(p) “Alicn species” (aiso kngwn as exotic or introduced species) means any species ocourring outside
of its hisiorically known natural range as a result of intentional or accidental dispersal by human
activities; n

{q) “Invasive species” means an alien species whaose establishment apd spread may cause economic
of environmental damage to the ecosystems or biological resources 6r harm to human health;

(r) “Conference of the Partics” means the body referred to jn Article 22 of the Convention;

(s} “List of Protected Areas of the Caspian Sea (PACS)” means the list of protected areas of
importance to the marine coviromment of the Caspian Sea;

() “Protected area” means a geographically defined area which, is designated, regulated and
managed to achievs specific conversation objectives;

(i) “Secretariat” mecans the body refeired to in Article 23 of the Convention;
(v} "Sustainable use” means the use of components of biclogica] diversity in @ wuy and at a rate that
does not lead to the long-term decline of biological diversity, thereby maintaining its potential to meet the

needs and aspirations of present and future generations;

(w) “Technology" means the practice, description and terminplogy of any or all of the applied
seiences which have practical und/or industrial use, including fmer afia biotechnology;

(¥) “Threatened species” means any taxon whose survival is significantly jeopardized by human
activities or other fuctors;

{¥) “Introduction”™ mcans intentional or accidentsl transfer of any speeics from outside intp the
Caspian ecosysicn;

(z) “Applicable intemational treaties” means relevant international lepal instruments in force to
which all the Contracting Parties are a party. ’
Article 2. Objectives

The objectives af this Protocol are 1o protect, prescrve, and resfore the heaith and integrity of the
biclogical diversity and the ecosystem of the Caspian Sea as well s (0 ensure the sustainabie use of

biological resources and in that context:

(a) To safoguard threatened species, and vulnerable ecosystems, to enswe thefr long~term viabilily
and diversity;

(b) To prevent decline, degradation and damage lo specics, habitats and ecolopical systems, directed
by the precautionary principle;

() To protect and conserve those arcas that best represent the high range of specivs, special habitats,
ecological systems and natural and related cultural heritage.

< EETLAN - X
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Article 3, Scape of Application
In accordance with Articles 3 and 15 of the Convention this Protocol shall be applicdl to the marine
envirownent of the Caspian Sea taking into account its water levelsfluctuations and pollution from land-

based sources a5 well as the land atfected by proximity to the sch including wetlands of internationsl
significance as identified by national legislation or otherwise by the Contracting Partics.

Article 4. Implementation of the Protocol
Each Contracting Party shall designae a Competent Authority to coordinate the implementation of the
provisions of this Protocal in its territory and vader its jurisdiction,
Article 5. General Provisions

The implementation of this Protocol by the Contracting Parties shall be guided by their national
legislation, taking into account Article 9, paragraph 1, Article 11, parugraph 2, and Article 30 of this
Protocol. Within that context the Contracting Parties shall: '

(2} Individually or jointly take all appropriate measures to protect, preserve and restore the marine
environment of the Caspian Sea; ' '

(b) Use the natural Tesourcgs of the Caspian Sea in such a way as not to cause harm to the marinc
environment and hiological resources of the Cagpian Sea:

(c) Protect, preserve amd restore bislogical diversity with particular arophasis on threatened species;

{d) Prolect, prescrve and restore areas that are unique, highly sensitive or regionally representative in
an cnvironmentally sound and systainable manaer, notably by the establishment of protected areas;

(e} Adopt national and, as appropriate, regional strategies, actiop plang and programmes and develop
and implement appropriate legislation for the conservation of biological diversity and the sustainablc use
and management of biological resources including (heir habitais;

(D Underiake monitoring measures related to the biological divérsity of the Caspian Sea;

(g) Identify and compile inventorics of biological diversity and habitats for the purpose of
conservation of biological diversity and sustainable and rational use 4F biotogical resources;

{h) Ensurc that sectoral strategics and action plans are consistent with the pringiples of conservation
ol biulogical diversity and sustainable and rational use of biological resources;

(i) Apply national integrated management of comstal arcas,: taking into account the need for
sustamable and rational use of biological resources and conservation of biological diversity;

(i) Control sources of pollution and any activity that cause or may couse 8 significant negative
impact on habitats and spocies;

(l} Cooperate with each other and with competent intcrnational orgatizations in the field of
biclogical diversity conservation and management of threatened species and ecosystems.
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1L PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF SPECIES

Article 6. Measures for the Protection and Conservation of Species
For the purpose of protection and censervation of species, the Contracting Parties shall:

{(a) Provide comprehensive inventories of threatened species of flora and fauna and accord protected
status to such species based on the categories of Annex I of this Protocol from which u Caspian Red Book
will be developed in cooperation with relevant intcrnational organizations, to be adopted by the
Confercnee of the Parties, subjsct to previous discussion and analysis by the Contracting Parties.

(b Repulate activities having adverse effects on protecied species and their habitars, and other
meagures to ensure a favourable state of conservation of such species;

{c) Control and where appropriate prohibit the intentional and, to the extent pessible, the accidental
taking, possession or killing, the transport and use for commumerci} purposes of protected species of flora
and fauna, their parts and derivatives thereoft

(d) Control aud, where appropriate, prohibit the distubance of fauna, particularly during the period
of breeding, incubation, hibernation or migration, as well as other pe'ﬁods of biological stress;

(e) Regulate all forms of destruction and disturbance of protected species of flora and their parts and
products, including the picking, collecting, culling, uprooting, possession of, commercial trade in, or
transport and exhibition for cominercial purposes;

() Cooperate for the protection and recovery of mi gratory spocies;

(g} Undertake long-term monitaring of the status of threatened species included under Anmex 1 of
this Prolocol, as well as the nature and magnitude of impacts threatening their survival according to
agreed common population dynamics criteria;

(h} Exchange information on measures being taken to CONSEryYe populations of threatened specics
inoluded under Annex 1 of this Protoeol and conduct an assessment of the effectivencss of such measures
bascd on agreed common criteria;

() Elaborate and implement national and, as appropriate, regicnal action plans far the species [isted
under Annex 1 of this Protocol for their in-situ and ex-situ conservation and recavery;

(§) Cooperate to ensure the proteclion, conservation and, if necessary, restoration of threatened
species listed under Annex I of this Protocol. '

(k) Grant exemptions, where appropriate end in accordance with national legislation to the
prehibitions prescribed for the protection of the species listed under Annex I of this Protocol for scientific
and reproductive purposes, and, in case of threats to hwnan kealth,iproviding that those exemptions do
not harm the survival of the population of the target species or of anyiother species,
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Artlele 7. Alien Species
The Contracting Parties shall:

(8} Regulate the introduction of alicn species and prohibit th e that may have ha.l:ﬂ]ﬁ.ll impacts on
the ecosystems, habituts or speeics and tegulate those already introduced which are causing or may cause
damage;

{b} Revicw the siatus of all alicn species introduced inio the Gaspian Sea, the risks posed by them
and prepare and implement a regional Plan of Action for those identified as invasive species.

Article 8. Genetically Modifted Species .

The Contracting Parties shall regulate the introduction of genctically modified species and prohibit those
that may have harmful impacts on buman health, the ccosystems, habitats and species, and regulate those
already introduced which are causing or may cause damage. Such introduction shall be decided upon by the
Conference of the Partics, subject to previous discussion and analysis by the Conteacting Parties.

III, PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF PROTRCTED iﬂ{EAS

Article 9. Designarion of Brotected Areas

i. For the pupose of in-situ conservation and after ensuring that nome of the other Contracting
Parties objeots, each Contracting Party may for the purpose of this Protoco! designate protected areas in
the marine environment and land affectcd by proximity to the $ea in accordance with the criteriu
contained in Anncx I of this Protocol. Such protested areas may ijc designated with the objective of
safeguarding: *

H

(1) Representative types of coastal and marine ecosystems of adequate size to ensurc their long-term
viability and to maintain their biolegical diversity:

(L) Habitats which are in danger of disappearing in their natural area of distribution and in the Scope
of Application of this Protocol, including those which have a redufed natural area of distribution as a
canscquence of their regreasion or on account of their intrinsically redtrigied area,

{e) Habitats critical to the survival, repraoduction and recovery of threatencd or endemic species of
flora and fauna;

{d) Siles of parlicular importance because of their scientifie, aesthetic, cultural or educational interest.

2. If two or more Contracting Parties intend to designate a sfared profected area, the competent
authorities of these Parties shall endeavour to cooperate, with a Yiew 1o reaching agreement un the
measures to be taken,

3. When protected areas covering both coastal and marine aress are designated, the Contracting
Party shall endeavour to ensure the coordination of the administration gud management of the protected
ured as a whole. The Contracting Party shall develop and implement management plans in accordance
with guidelines and common criteria set by Anncx 1l of this Protacol.*
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Article 10. Management of Protected Areas

1. In conformity with applicable international treaties and national legislation, the Contracting Parly
shall take the protection measures required for, in particular: '

(2} The prohibition of the dumping or discharge of wastes and other substances likely to damage the
ecosystem integrity of the protected area divectly or indirzctly:

(k) The regulation of the passage of vessels and any stopping or anchoring;

(¢} The regulation of the introduction of any species into the area meluding those not indigenous to
the protected area in question, 25 well as reintroduction of species which are or have been present in the
protected areas;

(d) The regulation of any activity involving the physical construction on or exploration within the
protected arcea,

{e} The regulation of any scientific rescarch activity;

(D) The regulation of fishing, hunting, taking of animals, harvesting of plants or their destruction, as
well as trade in animals und parts of animals, plants and parts of plants;

(g) Tie rcgulation of any other activity or act likely to harm or disturk the species, or that might
endanger the state of conservation of the ccosystems, or niight impair the natural or cultural
characteristics of the protected area;

(k) Any other measure aimed at safeguarding impaortant ecological and biological systems.

2. In conformity with the applicable intermational treaties and uational legislation, the Contracting

Party shall adopt planning, management, supervigion and monitering measures for the protected areas,
which should include:

(2) The development and adoption of a management plan that, specifies the legal and institutional
framework, and the management and protection measures applicable;

(b) The manitoring of ecological systems, habitats, population dynumics, as well as the impact of
huran activities;

(¢} The active involvement of local communities and wider populations, as appropriate, in
development of & management plan and subsequent management of protected ares, and assist local
inhabitants who might be affected by the establishment of the protected area;

{d) The training and education of local comrunitics, and wider populztion and organizarions;
(e} The training of managers and qualified technical personnel.

3. The Contracting Parties shall cnsure that national SINergency response conlingency plans
incorporate measures for rosponding to incidents that conld cause damage or constitute a threat to the
protected areas.

-
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Article Il. Procedures for the Establishment and Listing of Protected Areas
1. The Contracting Parties shall draw up a List of Prolected Areas of the Caspian Sca (PACS List).

2. PACS may be designated, in the marine and/or coastal arcag by one or more Contracting Partics.
The geographical coordinates af the PACS in the marine areas will be determined in accardance with the
provisions of the Convenlion on the legal status of the Caspian Sea aficr its entry into force for all
Contracting Farties.

3, Contracting Parties making proposals for including arcas in the PACS List shall provide the
Secretariat to the Convention with an introductory report comsaining information on the area’s
geographical location, its physical and ecological characteristics, its administrative status, its management
plan and the means for implementation, as well as 4 statement justifying its importance. Where a proposal
concems ateas in the marine andfor coastal arcas of the sea of two or more Contracting Parties, the Parties
concerned shall consuli each other with a view to ensuring the coasiétency of the proposed protection and
conservation meagsures, and thefr implementation,

4. The Secretariat shall exgmine the conformity of (he proposel with the common guidelines and
criteria refeired to in Annex 1! of this Protocol and if, after usgessment, it is compliant shall, after ensuring
the consent of all Contracting Partics, inform the Conference of the Bariies, which shal] decide whether tg
inelude the area in the PACS List. '

5. Once included in the PACS List the Contracting Party or Parties shall implement the protection
and conservation measures specified in their management plats.developed in accordance with Article 10,
paragraph 2 (a} of this Protocol. They shall inform the Sceretariat of any changes in the delineation or
administrative status of the protected arca.

&, The Secretariat shall inforn the competent national and international organizations of the List and
of the mcasures taken in the PACS.

IV, INSTRUMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION
OF SPECIES AND PROTECTED AREAS i

Article 12, Conservation of Bislogical Liversity in the Framework of Coastal Zone Muanagement
Pursuant to Article 15 of the Convention, the Contracting Parties shall take measures to develop and

adopt national coastal arer management stratepies and plans to provide a mechanism for biological

diversity conservation, Requirements for the application of these national strategics and plans include the

following;

(a) Integration of biological diversity conservation and environmental protection provisions in
national and/or regionul development planning;

(b) Implementation of integrated management upproach that allows multiple nses of biclogical
resources in accordance with Article 3 of this Protocal,

{c) Anualysis of natural dynamics of coastal ecosystems comnecicd with sea-level fluciations.
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Article 13. Environmenfal Impact Assessment in the Framework of Conservation of Biological
Diversity

Pursuant to Article 17 of the Convention, the Conlracting Parties shall apply the proceduresl of
Envirenmental hnpact Assessment as & tool for preventing and minimizing adverse impacts on biotogical
diversity in the manine environment of the Caspian Sea.

Ariiele 14, Access to Genetie Resotrces

1. Recognising the sovereign rights of the Contracting Parties over their natural resources, the
authority to detorming access fo genetic resources rosts with the national governments and is subject to
national legislation. .

2. ‘Taking into accounr nalional legislation, each Contracting Party shall endeavour to create
conditions to facilitate accesa to.genetic resources for the environtentally sound use by other Contracting
Parties and not to impasc resirictions that run counter to the vhjectives of this Protogal.

3. For the purpose of this Pratacol, the genetic resources being provided by a Conlracting Party are
only those that arc provided by Contracting Parties that are counfries of origin of such resources or
Contracling Partics that have acquired the genetic resources in accordance with this Protocol,

4. Access to genetic resources, where granted, shall be on mutually agreed terms and subjcct to the
provisions of this Asticle. Such terms may include;

(7} A dispute settlemeni;

(b) Terms on bene(it-sharing;

{e) Terms on subsequent third party use, if any, and
(d} Terms on changes of intent, whete applicable.

5. Access to genetic resources shall be subject to prior informed consent of the Contracting Party
providing such resources, unless otherwise determined by that Contracting Party.

6. Bach Contracting Party shall endeavour to develop and sarry out scientific research based on
genctic resources provided by other Contracting Parties with the full participation of, and where possible
in, such Contracting Parties.

Article 15, Access to and Transfer of Technology

L. Bach Contracting Party undertakes subject to the provisions of this article to provide and/or
facilitate access for and transfer to other Contracting Partics of technologies that arc relevant to the
conservution and sustainable use of biological diversity or make use of genetie resources and do not cause
significant damage 1o the environment.

2. Acecss to and transfer of technology, referred to in parugraph | of this Article, to other Contacting
Parties shall be provided andfor facilitated under fair and Favourable terns, inclnding concessional and
preferential terms where mutually agreed.
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3. Each Contracting shall take lepislative, administrative or pof.ic_v measures, as appropriate, with the
aim thal Contracting Parties, which provide genetic resources arg provided access to and transfer of
technology which makes yse of those resources, on mutuaily ?g;rccd terms, including technology
protected by patents and other jntellectual property rights in aceordance with applicable intemnational
treatics and consistent with paragraphs 4 and 5 of this Article.

4. Fach Contracting Party shall take appropriate legislative, administrative or policy measures with
the aim that the private sector fucilitates access to joint development and transfer of technology referred to
iz puragraph 1 of this Article for the benefit of both governmental institutions and the private sector of the
Contracting FPartics.

5. The Contracting Parties, recognizing that patents and other intellectual property rights may have
an influence on the implementation of this Protocol, shall cooperate in this regard subject to national
legislation and applicable international treaties in order to ensure that such rights are supportive of and do
not run counter to jts objectives.

Article 16. Scientific and Techuical Cooperation and Assistunce

1. The Contracting Parties shall promote technical and scientific coaperation in the field of
conservation of bivlogical diversity and sustainable and rational usé of biological resources, through the
appropriate national and international Institutions,

2. Each Contracting Party shall promoie technical and scientific vooperation with other Contracting
Partics in implementing this Protocol, Special attention should be given to the human resource
development and institutional capacity building, rescarch and monitoring programmes, and standardizing
procedures and guidelines in promoting such caoperation.

3. The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in the development and use of technelogies, including
traditional technologies, in pursuanee of the cbjectives of this Pratogol. For this purpose, the Contracting
Parties shall also promote cooperation through the training of personael and exchange of experts,

4. The Contracting Parties, subject to mutual agreement, shall promote the establishinent of joint
projects, and rescarch programmes and joint ventures for the devclopment of technologies relevant to the
objectives of this Pratocol,

Article 17, Exchange af Information

The Cantracting Parties shall:

(a) Adopt appropriate measures to facilitate the exchange of information from all publicly available
sources relevant o the conservation on biological diversity and sustainable and rational use of bivlogical
resources. Such exchange of information shall include the resulty of technical, scientific and socio-
economic rescarch, s well as information on training and traditional knowledge;

(b} Exchange information concerning the characteristics of protected areas and threatened species,
including the expericnce acquired and the probiems oncountered;

{e) At the earlicst opportunity, comnmunicate any situation that might endanger the scosysiems of
protecied areas or the survival of threatened species to the other Contracting Partigs that might be affected
and to the Sccretariat,
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Article I8, Environmental Education and Public Awareness
The Contracting Parties shall:

() Give appropriate publicity to the status of threatened speéies and the designation of protected
areas, their characteristics, importance and applicable regulations; *

(b} Endcavour to inform the public of the value and vulnerability of protected areas and threatened
species, and of the scientific knowledge gained through nature comservation programmes. Such
inforration should be included in education and public AWArCNess Progranimes;

(¢} Endeavour to promoic the participation of public and conservation organizations in measures
necessary for the protection of protected areas and threatencd specics;

(d) Cooperate, as appropriate, with other Comtracting Pajties and competent national and
infernational organizations in developing educationsa! and public awareness prograrnmes, with respect to
conservation of biological diversity and sustainable and rational use pf biological resources.

Article 19. Reports of Contracting Parties

L. Each Contracting Party shall submit a report to the Sdoretarjat on the implementation of
provisions of this Protocol, in particular on the status of the: !

(#) Riological diversily including threatencd and alien species;

{b) Iabirars:

(e} Protected arcas included in the PACS List, and changes in their statng:

{d) Implementation of environmentai education and public awar{:ness PIUEraimmes,

3
2, The format of the report and the procedure for submission (51' information shall be agreed by the
Confercnce of the Parties. :

Y. INSTITUTIONAL AND FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
Article 20, Instftutionat Provisions

L. For the purposes of this Protocol and in accordance with Article 22, paragraph 10 of the
Convention, the Conference of the Parties shall, inter alia:

{w) Keep under review the implementation of this Protocol:

(b} Oversee the work of the Secretariat and provide guidance for its activities;

{¢) Keep under review the content of this Protocal;
= PR N_gi X}
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(@) In accordance with Article 24 of this Protocol, consider- and adopt any amendments to this
Protocol or its annexes, as well as its additional annexes;

{e) Consider reports submitted by the Secretariat on marters related to this Protocol;

{(f) Evaluate the efficacy of Ithe measures adopted for the protection of protected ureas, and _threatcr.cd
speeles, and exumine the aced for other measures, particularly in the form of amendments 1o (his Protocol
£
ar o ils Annexes;

(g) Adopt and review, where approptiate, relevant regional programmes, plans of actions and
measures in accordance with Article é of this Protocol;

(h) Formulate procedures for reports transmitted by the Parties under Article 19 of this Protocel and
the exchange of information in accordance with the Article 17 of this Protocol;

{3 Decide on the inclusion of an area in the PACS List, in contormity with Asticle 9 of this Protocal;

(3} Consider and decide on the financial and budgetary matiers related o the implementarion of this
Protocol;

(k) Establish any subsidiary bodies or institutional mechanisms as may be deemed necessary for the
implementation of this Protogel;

(0 Consider and undertake any additional actions that may be’ required for the achievement of the
objestives of this Protocol;

(m) Seek, where appropriate, the technical and financiul serviceg of relevant [nternational bodies and
scientific institutions for the purposes of the objectives of this Protocol,

2. For the purposes of this Protocol, in accordance with Article 23, pargraph 4 of the Convention,
the Secretariat shall inter afig: '

(a) Provide upon request by any Contracting Party legal, swcientific and technical assistance and
advice for the effective implementation of this Protocol;

(k) Communicate with Competent Authorities in the Contracting Parties on the application of this
Protocol;

(¢) Promote and facilitate legal, seicntific and teehnical cooperalion;

{(d) Establish and maintain laison and co-ordination with relevant international oTganizations,
particularly with the Secretariats of the biclogical diversity-related reaties;

(e) Assist the Contracling Parties, in cooperation with the relevant international, inergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations, in the implementation ef this Protocol.

{f) Develop unified monitoring systems For the PACS and threatened specics;

{(g) Propose the establishment of a network of the PACS, in coordination with the Contricting
Parties, aimed al the effective conservarien of biotogical diversity of the Caspiun Sea.

(h} Create and update databases of PACS ang threatened species;
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() Prepara and present reports and technical smdies that may be required for the implementation of
this Protocol e the Conference of Partics;

() Elabarate and {mplement the relevant training programumes;

(k} Carry out the functions assigned to it in the action plans adopted by the Conference of the Parties
in the framework of this Protocol; ’

() Perform such other functions as may be determined by the Conference of the Parties.

Article 21. Funding of the Protocol
1. To achieve the objectives of this Protocol, the Contracting Parties, shall as fir as possible:
'

(a} Consider and cnsure the availability of financial resources fur the formulation and implementation
of relaled domestic, bilateral and multilateral programmes, projects s:nd measiues;

{b) Promote the mobilization of financial resources fiom bilaterat and multilateral funding sources
and mechanising, including grants and loans; ’

(¢) Explore innovative methods and incentives for mobilizing and channelling resources, including
those of foundations, governmental agencies of other countries, international organizations, non-
governmental organizations and private scetor entities.

2. The Financial Rules of the Convention shall apply mmratis mutandis 1o this Protocol, unless
otherwise decided by the Conference of the Parties. .

V1. FINAL CLAUSES

Article 22, Sertdement of Disprtes

Any dispute between the Contracting Parties concerning the ;appﬁcaticn or interpretation of the
provisions of this Protocal shall be settled in aceerdance with Article30 of the Couvention,

Article 23, Adoption and Entry into Foree of the Protocol

L. This Protocol shall be adopted by unanimous decision of the Contracting Partics by a Meeting of
the Conference of the Partics.

2. This Protocol shall be open for signature oaly by Caspian littoral States, in the ¢ity of Tehran
from 30" May 2014 to 30" May 2015.

3. This Proteco] shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the Caspian littoral Starcs
and shall be open for aceession by wny Caspian littoral State from theidate on which the Pratacol is closed
for signaturg,
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4. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited with the
Drepusitory of the Convention. :

5. This Protocol shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit of the instrument
of ratification, acceptance, approval or aceession by all Casplar Littoral States.
Arricle 24. Adaption of Amendmaents to the Protocol, Annexes o it and Amendments o the Annexes

Any Contracling Party may propose amendments and annexes to this Protocal, as well as amendments
to irs annexes. These amendments and annexes shall be adopied by the Contracting Partivs and enter into
force in accordance with Articles 24 and 25 of the Convention, .
Article 25. Relationship with Other Infernational Treaties

Nothing in this Protocol shall prejudice the rights and obligations of the Contracting Parties under
other international treaties 10 which they arc parties. )
Article 26. Effect of the Protocol on Naronal Legislation

The provision of this Protocol shall not affect the right of the Parties to adopt stricter national
mcasures relevant for the implementation of this Protocol. ‘

Article 27, Reservation

No reservations may be made te this Protocol.

Article 28. Deposirory

The Depository of the Protocol is the Depository of the Convention.

Article 29, Authentic Texts

ThclAzerbaijanj, Bnglish, Farsi, Kazakh, Russian and Turkmeni texts of this Protocol are equally
authentic. In case of dispute arising as to the interpretation or application of this Protocol the English text
shall be authoritative.

Arricle 30, Relatienship with the Negotiation of the Legal Status of the Caspian Sea
Nothing in this Protocol shall be interpreted as to prejudge the ontcome of the negotiation on the final
legal status of the Caspian Sea.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorizéd, have signed this Protocol.

Done ut the city of Ashgabat on the thirticth day of May of 2014.
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ANNEX I

Categories for the Ideatification of Threatened Species

Iixtinct (EX} .
A taxon is Bxtinet when there is no reascnable doubt that the last individual has died. A taxon is
presumed Extinet when exhaustive surveys in known and/or expected habitat, at appropriate times
{diurnal, seasaaal, annual), throughout its historic range have failed to record an individual., Surveys
should be over a time frame appropriate ta the taxon's life cyele und lite form.

Extinct in the Wild (EW) )

A taxon is Extinet in the Wild when it is known only te survive in cultivation, in captivity or as a
naturalized population (or populations) well outside the past range. A taxon ig presumed Extinct in the
Wild when exbaustive surveys in known and/or expected habitat, et appropriate times (diwnal, scasonal,
annual), throughout its histeric range have failed to record an individual. Surveys shauld be over a time
frame appropriate to the taxon's life cycle and life form.

Critically Endangered (CR)

A taxon is Critically Endangered when the best available evidenge indicates that it meets any of the
eriteria A to E* for Critically Epdangered, and it is therefore considered to be facing an extremely high
risk of extinetion in the wild. :

Endangered (EN)
A taxon is Endangered when the best available evidence indicates that [t meels any of the eriteria A 10 B*
for Endanpered and it ig therefore considered to be facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild.

Vuluerzbie (W11}
A taxon is Vulnerable when the best available evidence indicates that it meets any of the criteria A to B*
{or Yulnerable, and it is therefore considered to be facing a high risk bf extinction in the wild.

Near Threatened (NT)

A taxon i3 Near Threatened when it has been evaluated against the criteria® but does not qualily for
Critically Endangered, Endangered ar Vulnerable now, but is close 1o qualifying for or is likely to qualify
for a threatened catagory in the near future, '

Least Concern (LC) .

A taxon is Least Concern when it has been cvalualed against the critoria* and does not qualify for
Critieally Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable or Near Threatened. Widespread and abundant taxa are
included in this category.

Data Deficient (DD)

A taxon iy Data Deficient when there is inadequate information to make a direct, or indirect, asscssment
of ils risk of extinction based on its distribution andvor population stdtus. A taxon in this category may be
well studied, and its biology well known, but appropriate data on abundance and/or distribution arc
lacking. Data Deficicnt is therefore not 4 category of threat. Listing of taxa in this category indicates that
more information is required and acknowledges the possibility that futre research will show thal
threatened classification is appropriate. It is important to make positi\irc use of whatever data arc available,
In many cases great care should be exercised in choosing between! DD und o threatened status. If the
range of a faxon is suspected 1o be relatively circumseribed, and a considerable period of time has elapsed
since the last recerd of the taxon, threatened status muy well be justified,
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Not Evaluated (NE)

A taxon is Not Evalnated when it is has not yer been evaluated agains;t the criteria.
F

* The criteria can be.found in the “IUCN Red List and Criterin” (latest version 3.1}
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ANNLEX [T

t

Comypnon Criteria for In¢lusion in the PéACS List

A Site Sefection Criteria

1. To be eligible for inclugion in the PACS List, an area muyst pomply with at least ope of the sub-
paragraphs set out in Article 9, paragraph 1 of this Protocol.; Se;ﬁ-al of these sub-paragraphs can be
complied with by the same area in certain cases, and such circimstaness only strengthen the casc for the
inclusion of the arega in the List,

2. No limit is imposed on the total number of areas included in the List or on the number of arcas
any individuzal Party can propose for inscription. Nevertheless, the Parties agree that sites will be selected

on a scientific basis #nd included in the List according to their qualities; therefore they will have to fulfil
the requirements set out by this Protocol and the present criteria,

3. The Contracting Partics agres that besidss the fundamcnt%I crileria of national administrative
status of protected areas, the following eriterfa will guide their sitejselection for inclusion in the PACS
List:

(a) Global Sipgnificance:

The site is a particularly good example of 4 natural or near-natural ccosystem, characteristics of the

apprapriate bio-geographical region; it supports an appreciable assemblage of rare, vulnerable or

endangered species or subspecics of plant or animal, or an appreciable number of individuals of any
one o1 more of these species; it is of special valuc for maintiining the genetic and ecological diversily
of a region because of the quality and peculiarties of its flora, ar{d fauna; it is of spoeial value as the

habitat of plants or animals at a critical stage of their biological cycle; it regularly supports 20,000

waterfowl; it regularly supports 1% of the population of one speci%:s or subspecies of waterfowl,

(b) Repional Value:

The site has a regional value and highly representative of the Caspian Region and its biclogical
diversity;

(¢) National Status:

The site has the administrative status of national protected area, :;protection measures and a financed
management plan; i

(d) Uniqueness;
The site contains unique or rare ecosystems, and or rare; threatened; endangered or endemic species;
(e} Natural Representativeness:

The site is highly representalive of ccological systams, communty or habitat types or other natyral
characteristics; .

() Bivlegical Diversity:

The sitc has & high diversity of species, communities, habitats or ccosysiems;
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(g) Manageable Anthropogenic Stressors:

Sites with less hmnan-inducc;:l stressors are prefermed;

(k) Managcable Natural Stressors:

Sites with mininmum degree of natural stressors are preferred;
(i) Availability of Adequate Baseline Data:

The site has & minimal information gap and some degree of reliable baseline data available;

r

() Culivral Representativencss:

The sile has high representative value with respect to ::ult_uru'l heritage, due to the existence of
environmentally sound traditional activiries integrated with nature, which support the well being of
iocal populations;

(k} Scientific, Bducational and Aesthetic Values:

The site has scientific, educational or assthetic value and does not face ihreats likely to imumediately
impair itz ecological, biotogical, assthetic ot cultural values,

() Civil Society Involvement:
There is an onpoing involvement and active participation of the publie, particularly of local
communities, in the process of planning and management of the area.

B, Criterin for Inclusion in the PACS List

To be included in the PACS List, the Contracting Partics agrec to undertake the fallowing planning
and mapagement measures within their proposed arcas:

(2} Submission of relevant baseline data including environmental, socio- economje and cultural
aspects aud a plan of (ulfilling the identified information gaps;

(b) Submission of a well defined short and long-term objectives of the Conservation Management
Plan;

(¢) Submissjon of relevani information on the competent autharjty/authorities and status of multiple
stakeholder involvement;

(d) Application of measures including Environmental Impact Assessment, to prevent, control and
mitigate all sources of pollution that might have adverse inpact on the conservation status of species,
community, gcosystem or habitats, eultursl, or acsthetic value of the ares proposcd for inclusion in the
PACS Lisrg

(¢} Fully cooperate in implementation of provisions of this Protocel, especially in connection with
the introduction and or re-introduction of any species; )

(N To be included in the PACS List an aren will have to be endowed with & management plan, The
maint rules of this management plan are to be defined from the time of inclusion and implemented
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immediately. A detailed management plan must be presented within three years of the time of inclusion.
Failure to respect this obligation citails the removal of the site from: the List;

(8) The competence und responsibility with regard to administration and implementation of
conservation meagures for areas proposed for inelusion in the PACS List must be clearly defined in the
texts governing each ares;

(h) In erder to be included in the PACS List, a protected area must have a management body with
suffictent powers as well as the means and human resources to prevent andfar control activitics which ars
likely 1o be contrary to the aims of the protected area;

(i) To be included in the PACS List, an area will have to be endowed with a monitoring programime,
This programme should include the identification and monitorlng of a certain number of significant
parameters for the area in question, in order to atlow the assessment of the condition and evolution of the
area, as well a5 the effectiveness of protection and management 1peasiires implemented, so that they may
be adapted if need be. Submission of regular monitoring reports of the area from the datc of inclusion in
the PACS List. '

C. Impiementation of Protection, Planning and Management Measures

1. Censcrvalion and management objectives must be clearly defined in the text reiating fo cach site,
and will constitute the basis for assessment of the adequacy of the adopted measures and the effectiveness
of their implementation during the revisions of the PACS List.

2, Protection, planning and management measures applicable to each area must be adcquate for the
achievement of the conservation and managemsnt objectives set forth iff the management plan for the site
in the short and long term, and take in particular into account the threats upen it,

3. Protection, planning and anagement measures must be bascd on an adequate knowledge of the
elements of the natural environment and of socio-zconomic and cultural factors that characlotize each
area. In case of shorteomings in basic knowledge, an area accepted for inclusion in the PACS List must
actively initiate the collection of the missing data and information,

4. In the respect of the specificity characterizing each protected site, the protecticn measures for a
PACS must take account of the following basic aspects:

(a) The strengthening of the reguiation pertaining to the release or dumping of wastes and other
substances likely direetly ar indirectly to impair the intcgrily of the area;

(b) The strengthening of the regulation of the introduction or reintroduction of any speeies into the
area;

(¢} The regulation of any activity or agt likely 1o harm or disturb the specics, or {hat might endanger
the conservation status of the ecosystems or species or might impuir the natural, cultural or acsthetic
characteristics of the area;

{d) The regulution applicable to ihe zones surrounding the area in question.

5. Periodic reporting of the monitoring and evaluation of the site, and appropriate revisions of the
management plan should be undertaken in accordance with this Protocal,

6. Fallure to meet these criteria will result in the removal from the PACS List.

d}él:d:g”_;-;‘.’-’



http://eitaa.com/dotic

