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missile program
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Conflicts in Persian
Gulf
Repression
of Bahraini
related
to
Deal
of
the
Century
revolutionaries
Al-Khalifa has the illusion of victory

See page 13
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Condolences on martyrdom
anniversary of Imam Ali (AS)

U.S. isolated
as UN
proposalnot
to to
General
warns
enemies
condemn Hamas
voted down
miscalculate
Iranians’
wil

ByTEHRAN
staff & agencies
— Gholam Ali Rashid, comThe
United
States
has ol-Anbia
vetoed aCentral
Kumander
of the
Khatam
wait-drafted
United
resolution
Headquarters,
saidNations
on Saturday
that the
calling
for the
protection
of Palestinians
enemies
should
not “miscalculate”
the
inwill
Gaza
and
the
occupied
West Bank.
of the Iranians.
Out
of open
the 15session
UN Security
Council
In an
of the parliament,
(UNSC)
members,
Russia,
France
and
Major General said, “In line with defending
China
along with
seven others
in
the people’s
interests,
we arevoted
prepared
favor
of the
resolution on Friday, while
for any
situation.”
four including Britain abstained.
The draft called for “the consideration of measures to guarantee the safety

and protection
of the
Palestinian
He noted that
there
are two civilian
elements
population
in
the
Occupied
Palestinian
for power and Iran possesses
both.
Territory,
in the Gaza
Strip.”
“Oneincluding
is capability
of the
armed
Palestinian
Ambassador
Riyad Manforces
and another
is regional
powsour
the veto risked “undermining
er,”said
he stated.
the council’s
credibility
and authority,”
Rashid said
on Wednesday
that Iran’s
and
proved
that
the
U.S.
had
“extreme
high deterrence power has
made
the U.S.
mal-intent.”
and its allies avoid a military conflict
Kuwait’s
Ambassador
Mansour
against the country. 2
al-Otaibi said the United States veto “will
increase the sentiment of despair among
the Palestinians.” 1 3

Takht Ravanchi: U.S. policy of
U.S.-EU
economic
may
maximum
pressure wrangling
on Iran has failed

See page 13

in crafting the 2015 nuclear deal, officially
trigger security disputes:
expert
called the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of

TEHRAN — Majid Takht Ravanchi, Iran’s
permanent representative to the UnitedHaniyeh
Nations, Sadat
has said
that the U.S. policy
By
Jafariyeh
againstAbbasi,
Iran is driven
by an obsessional
Davoud
editor-in-chief
of the
antagonism.
Italian
radio at IRIB, tells the Tehran
“The
States’
approach
Times
thatUnited
the trade
war
that thetoward
U.S.
Iran
has no against
clarity or
Inhas
launched
thecohesiveness.
European Unstead,
policy “security”
is driven by disputes
an obsessional
ion
maythe
trigger
in
antagonism,”
an article
in the
the
long-run if he
thewrote
sidesinfail
to reach
a
Washington Post published on Saturday.
compromise.
Takht Ravanchi,
who
wasinterview:
a negotiator
Following
is the text
of the
Donald Trump has slapped tariffs

withand
thealuminum
5+1 group, also
said, “The
onAction,
EU steel
imports.
In
U.S.opinion,
policy of what
maximum
pressure
your
has been
his against
main
Iran has failed.”
motivation?
Is it political or economic?
is full
the article:
A:Following
Both, I say!
Buttext
the of
major
reason
On
May 2, the
United States
stopped
for his
decision
is economic.
During
the
granting
waivers
for the
importation
past
months,
the White
House
put someof
Iranianon
oil.
The decision
was Canada
yet another
pressure
China,
the EU, and
to
step
in the
economic war
against
sign
some
newU.S.
comprehensive
contracts
Iran.
2 on bilateral trade in a bid to
with
the U.S.
guarantee the U.S. benefits. 4

AllBill
must
stand against
those
on children’s
rights
to bewho
seekbrought
war, Nouri
al-Maliki
before
Majlis says

File photo
File photo

S TEHRAN
O C I E T— Y
Former
Iraqi Prime
TEHRAN
— Minister
After
d Nouri
e al-Maliki
s
k said
on Saturday
that all
months
of discusshould
reduce
theoftension
between
sions
thehelp
bill on
rights
children
will
United
StatesMajlis
and Iran
and also
stand
bethe
brought
before
[Iranian
parliaagainst
who seek
to start
a war in
ment],
MPthose
Mohammad
Reza
Badamchi
thesaid.
region.
has
“The Iranian
officials
havein
announced
“Finally
after days
of putting
considthat they
seek war.
So, all
erable
effortdo
innot
legislative
group
of should
Maj-

Martin
Love
M.A.Saki
Political
from
Deputyanalyst
editor-in-chief
North Carolina

“No
onesad
will
bethe
able
“Very
for
to
crush Iran”
Iranian
people!”

O
I

has toon
speculate:
is Amernne
a tweet
May 20,What
Donald
Trump
ica’she
overseas
cause
In World
said
is “very
sadnow?
for the
Iranian
War II it
wastheir
the defeat
of Adolf
people”
that
economy
is colHitler
and the Nazis, and also of Japan,
lapsing.
whichThis
hadstatement
attacked Pearl
Harbor. Later,
is self-contradictory.
it wasHe
thehas
defeat
of Communism
and theon
illegally
imposed sanctions
USSR,
and athat
victory
the Cold
War.
Now?
Iranians
hadinbeen
lifted
under
the
Hard
tonuclear
imaginedeal,
thereand
is a even
causeintroduced
at all but
2015
maintenance
of an “empire”
of sorts
with
a
new and harsher
ones, and
then
sheds
misguided
of military
crocodiletoolbox
tears for
them. threats, economicTrump
sanctions,
aspersions
against
cannot
deceive
theforeign
public
cultures,
breast
beating
and remarks.
crude assertions
opinion
through
such
If he is
ofreally
“democracy”
at a time
when
in fact
it has
concerned
about
the
well-being
faded
significantly
inside
thethreatening
U.S.
of the
Iranians, why
is he
to
The U.S.
is acountry
“police state”
moreoil
or less
punish
any
that buys
from
now,
and
a vast bureaucracy of
Iran
orWashington
trade with it?
surveillance
of citizens
and economic
corporate conIf people
are facing
hardtrol
hiding
behind
a hugetheir
façade
of alleged
ship;
if they
are losing
jobs;
if prices
democratic
values
as thin
as rice paper
and
have gone
up; and
if people
cannot
find
bolstered
by mainstream
media
medicine
to certain types
ofpropagandiseases, it
da.isPolicy
lies are
by false
because
of ahidden
situation
thatadvertising
Trump and
and
bizarre,
misleadinginnames.
If anything, it
other
hardliners
his administration
seems
andthem.
much of it remains unhaveOrwellian
created for
beknownst
“average”
saddled
with
How to
is it
possiblepersons,
to accept
that Trump
debt
like never
and
trying tobut
maintain
is “very
sad”before
for the
Iranians
resorts
some
semblance
of a “middle
lifestyle.
to every
unlawful
meansclass”
to strangulate
The
military
holds sway, and easily, with the
their
economy.
recentThis
budget
allocation of well
$700
inconsistency
in over
words
and
billion
annually.
behavior
does not convince anybody.
Take
something
as minor
but popular
He
himself
has clearly
acknowledged
and
seemingly
sports
in the
that
he hasinnocuous
launchedasan
“economic
U.S.,
inon
particular
war”
Iran. NFL football, where
many The
players
Black
some in recent
wayare
the
U.S.and
is behaving
Iran is
years
have
refused
remain
standing
on
a like
a thug
whoto
does
not allow
a person
the
thetonational
anthem
tofield
givefor
food
his children
andbefore
closesaall
game,
sensitive to racial
the pathways
him. discrimination,
neverActually,
completelyTrump
abolished
despite
decades
and
his team
have
of adopted
struggle. the
It used
to beofthat
stayed
policy
theplayers
collective
puninishment
the locker
of rooms
Iran. during the national
anthem,
but no longer
since 2010.
Sanctions
are putting
the greatest
They haveonbeen
onto thepeople
field,
pressure
theforced
low income
and
taking
a kneeSadly
has been
essentially
forand
the poor.
enough,
sanctions
bidden
the government
spending
even while
provide
opportunityisfor
certain
many
millions of taxpayer
dollarsthe
to put
businesspersons
to abuse
situonation
grandiose,
“patriotic”
displays
inside
to hoard
the goods,
including
stadiums
and other
sportsto
venues.
It’s allat
basic ones,
in order
sell them
one
big “asprices.
if”: as if the government gives a
higher
damn,Itasisif not
it is really
interests
cleardefending
for whatthe
crime
Presiofdent
the multitude,
asnational
if it reallysecurity
cares…when
Trump, his
advisor
it patently
does not.,
or not much.
John Bolton,
his secretary
of state Mike
The U.S.,and
supposedly
the mostin“develPompeo,
other extremists
his team
oped”
country onthe
earth,
and unlike many
are punishing
Iranians.
otherIt
Western
countries
in Europe,
sports
is not still
conceivable
for Iranians
a third
world infrastructure,
thein
absence
in particular
and the world
general
ofwhy
affordable
and higher
Trumphealthcare
quit the nuclear
dealedand
ucation
(both the
of which
are ever
free in
many
introduced
harshest
sanctions
countries),
13
against them.
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European companies are afraid of U.S. fines: Lord Alderdice

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

Reaping what he sowed

ByBy
Javad
Heirannia
Mehdi
Sepahvand
TEHRAN – U.S. President Donald Trump is
TEHRAN — Lord John Thomas Alderdice, a
approving the sale of billions of dollars’ worth of
member of the House of Lords, says “the EU can
weapons to Saudi Arabia, citing Iranian threats to
engage in direct talks with Iran to try to ensure
its arch rival to reap the sweet fruit of his weeksthat politically and economically Iran’s interests
long fierce anti-Iran propaganda where he has
can be maintained and developed, at least in so
claimed increasing threat from Iran to the infar as this applies to the EU countries.”
terests of America and allies in the Middle East.
Leader of the Alliance Party of Northern IreAs the Republican Party presidential candiland also adds that “this will not be easy because
date, Donald Trump had in 2015 described the
Iran will feel betrayed by the actions of the USA,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a “milk cow”.
and the EU will face enormous pressures as it
Trump had also said that he was “definitely
tries to maintain and build on the achievements
not a big fan” of Saudi Arabia, and that America
had paid too much to back the House of Saud.
Trump has now invoked a rarely used aspect
of federal law to push through the $8bn (£6bn)
EXCLUSIVE
deal - bypassingINTERVIEW
Congress.
By Fatemeh
He did so Mohammadipour
by declaring that ongoing tensions
TEHRAN — On May 8, 2018 Donald Trump,
President of the United States announced withdrawal of U.S. from JCPOA during a speech, with
starting unfounded claims against Iran.
Byreporter
Payman
A
atYazdani
Tehran Times newspaper rePartinterviewed
2 TEHRAN
— A professor
politicalin
scicently
Jeffrey
Lefebvre of
Professor
at theScience
Columbia
Universityatsays
not much
theence
Political
department
University
of is
left from 60toyears
olddiscuss
OPEC and
Connecticut
further
the Saudi-Russian
issue.
oil alliance marks a potentially historic shift for
organization.
The Trump administration sharply accelerated
its goal
of driving Iran’s oil exports to zero,
By
Hanif
Ghaffari
ending sanctions
exemptions
previously
TEHRAN
— The U.S.-EU
conflictthat
overitthe
United
granted
to some tariffs
of the Islamic
biggest
States
announced
on steelRepublic’s
and aluminum
customers.
imports
from Canada, Mexico and the EU has
The
market
widely
expected
Washington
entered
a new
phase.
The tariffs,
which
took effect to
extend
the will
waivers
five of the exemption
countries. Howfrom
Friday,
end afor
two-month
for
administration
says that any
country
theever,
U.S. the
allies.
Accordingly, Jean-Claude
Juncker,
still importing
oil from Iran
will be subject
President
of the European
Commission
said: to
U.S.
sanctions
on May
2. We will
“This
is a badbeginning
day for world
trade.

of the agreement, which has still not been fully
implemented for the benefit of Iran.”
with
Iran amounted
a national
emergency.
Following
is the fullto
text
of the interview:
The move has angered those who fear the
You recently signed an Open Letter to Fedweapons may be used against civilians in Yemen
erica Mogherini and the European Imperative
by Saudi-led forces.
to Save the Iran Nuclear Deal (http://openletAccording to the BBC, some Democrats actertomogherini.world/). What was the necessity
cused the president of bypassing Congress because
of this letter?
the sale of weapons - including precision-guided
A: The JCPOA was a very important Agreebombs - would have been strongly opposed on
ment that took many years to achieve. It is one
Capitol Hill.
of the very few serious moves to create stabilWeapons will also reportedly be sold to the
ity in a region, and indeed in a world, that has
United Arab Emirates and Jordan.
been descending into chaos. Ms Mogherini’s
Members of Congress have heavily criticized
support and that of the EU represents the proSaudi Arabia’s human rights record over its role
in the Yemen conflict and for the murder of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi in Istanbul last
October.
Following is the complete text of the interview
On Friday,
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
with Jeffrey
Lefebvre.
notified
the administration’s
decision
TheCongress
United of
States
violated JCPOA
and
left it. What was the reason for this?
A: President Trump’s decision for the United
States to leave the JCPOA seems to have been
motivated by personal and domestic political
“Saudi Arabia and others in OPEC will
considerations. First, Trump seemed determore than make up the Oil Flow difference
mine to reverse one of the major foreign policy
in our now Full Sanctions on Iranian Oil,”
achievements of the Obama administration. Out
Trump said in a tweet on 22nd of April after
of personal pettiness/jealousy Trump apparently
he ordered a tightening of sanctions on Iran’s
oil exports.
To shed more light on the issue we reached
out to Dr.introduce
Albert Bininachvili,
professor
immediately
a settlement adispute
with of
science
at the Columbia
thepolitical
World Trade
Organization
(WTO)University
and will an-for
an interview.
nounce
counterbalancing measures in the coming
Here
is he
theadded:
second
of theunacceptable
interview:
hours”.
Then
“Itpart
is totally
on the Saudi
role measures
in OPEC to
that aCommenting
country is imposing
unilateral
helpitWashington
to materialize
its maximum
when
comes to world
trade.”
pressure
policy on that
Iran,revealed
bininachvili
“OPEC
In a statement
hissaid,
anger
at
is nowTrump,
a completely
organization
Donald
Frenchdifferent
President
Emmanuel in
comparison
to one
60 years
ago. Not
Macron
also called
thefounded
White House’s
decision

found concern of Europe that the decision by
President Trump to renege on the deal is both
to make the sale.
In a letter,and
widely
reported in
diplomatically
unacceptable
dangerously
U.S. media, he
said thateven
“Iranian
activity”
irresponsible.
However
if themalign
EU wants
to
required
the
“immediate
sale” of weapons.
maintain
the
JCPOA,
each country,
and the EU
“[Iran’s]
activity
fundamental
threat to
as a whole,
will
come poses
underaenormous
pressure
stability
Middle
andalong
to American
tothe
back
down.ofIthe
signed
thisEast
letter,
with
security
atacademics,
home and abroad,”
wrote.
many
other
to show he
that
there is a
He
said the transfers
“must
occur aswhich
quickly
strong
countervailing
opinion
in Europe,
as possible
in order to deter
further
Iranian admust
also be recognized
by the
EU leadership,
venturism
in the (Persian)
Gulf
and throughout
and
that we support
the current
stance
of the EU
the
Middle
East”.
in protecting the JCPOA and would be strongly
The to
move
opposition.
Demopposed
anyquickly
changegarnered
that would
back down
Senator
Menendez, who sits on the
inocratic
the face
of U.S.Robert
pressure.
7
Foreign Relations Committee, accused Trump
of “granting favors to authoritarian countries”.
“[He] has failed once again to prioritize
our
long
term
national
interests
wants to
erase
Barak
Obama’ssecurity
political legacy—
stand
forfar
human
saidinin
heor
has
failedup
thus
on therights,”
domestiche
front
a statement.
3
eliminating
Obama (health)
Care. Secondly, the
decision plays well with the important pro-Israel
base of his domestic political support. Trump’s
decision and hardline position was further reinforced recently by appointing the hawkish John
muchashas
from Security
the sense
of discipline
and
Bolton
his left
National
Adviser
and Mike
solidarity.”
Pompeo
as Secretary of State after removing more
“The important
to recognize
is that it
moderating
voices thatthing
had urged
him to remain
has a new identity
that may reshape oil geinalso
the JCPOA.
7
opolitics for years to come.”
Pause
“As OPEC reasserts its traditional role, the
hason
been
in new
form,
to organization
increase tariffs
steelreincarnated
and aluminum
import
says Jason
Bordoff the
leadingmeasures
energy expert
“illegal”,
announcing
retaliatory
withfrom
“a
the Columbia
University. What
matters
today is
determined
and appropriate
response”
following
thedecision.
spare capacity.
factor
determines
U.S.
He saidThis
he will
soon
speak withthe
indisputably
leading that
rolethe
of Saudi
in the
U.S.
President, warning
move Arabia
could close
thanks
theorganization
door on other
talks.to its meaningful amount
ofHowever,
spare capacity,
because
it is
thethe
only
country
what matters
here
how
“Amerithat chooses,
at awar”
costisto
itself,
to produce
sigcan-European
trade
going
to affect
the Joint
nificantly lessPlan
thanofitAction
otherwise
could.” 7 7
Comprehensive
(JCPOA).

U.S. exit from JCPOA will undermine Western unification: professor

‘Saudi-Russian oil alliance marks a potentially historic shift for OPEC’

War of tariffs: Hidden aspects of an open game

Mourners
Rainfalls
to the
observe
rescue: Night
Water
into
offlows
Destiny
Lake Urmia
in Najaf

IRNA/ Taha Asgharkhani
Tehran Times

APERSPECTIVE
RTICLE

against
causing
tension.
It ison
not
lisstand
we have
managed
to bring
the bill
acceptable
to be
neutral.
should stand
children’s
right
before
theAll
parliament,”
against the
side
wage a
Badamchi
wrote
in which
Persianseeks
on histotwitter
war. The
account
oninternational
Thursday. community should
adopt
a serious
stanceup
onon
tension
in the
“We keep
on following
the subject
ISNA quoted
as saying
toregion,”
stop violation
against Maliki
children’s
rightsin
a meeting
withmost
Iraqiimportantly
Parliament sexual
Speaker
and
child abuse,
Mohamed
al-Halbousi.
abuse,”
the MP
added. 1 2 2

Following the recent spring rainfalls
water
has together
flowed into
Lakeholy
Urmia,
theof
Mourners
came
in the
shrine
“the(AS)
turquoise
solitaire
of Azarbaijan”.
Imam Ali
in the city
of Najaf,
Iraq, on Friday night.Lake Urmia, located in the northwestern year
province
of Westgather
Azarbaijan,
usedin
Every
Muslims
together
to be the
largest salt-water
lake
inother
the
holy shrines,
mosques,
hussainias
and
Middle East
a home tothe
hundreds
of
congregation
hallsand
to observe
holy Night
bird species as well as a popular tourist
of Destiny.
destination
for those
took advantage
In Islamic
belief,
Laylatwho
al-Qadr,
rendered
of the
properties
in English
astherapeutic
the Night of
Destiny,of
isthe
thelake.
night
billion
meters
of wawhen the The
first30
verses
of cubic
the holy
Quran
were
tertostretching
over some 5,000
square
revealed
Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH).
The
kilometers
hasbenow
half
its
night is
believed to
oneshrunk
of the to
odd
nights
size with
billion
cubicofmeters
(19th, 21st,
23rd,nearly
25th, 2
27th
or 29th)
the last
of of
water.
ten days
Ramadan.

APERSPECTIVE
RTICLE
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Hanif Ghaffari
Chairman
Spanish
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Head ofofthe
Politics
Desk of
International
Law Firm
the TehranTimes

White
EU
acts House
in lightand
of
Black Foreign
Trump’s
sanctions
Policy!Iran
against

AT

he criticisms
foreign
policy
t the
beginningofofthe
May,
we heard
of surprising
the Trumpnews
government
have
the
that the U.S.
increased.
presence
of from
people
had
decided The
to exclude
itself
such
asNuclear
Secretary
of State
Mike Pompeo
the
Iran
Deal
and intended
to
andagain
US National
Security
Advisor
John
once
launch new
sanctions
against
Bolton
have affected
the process.
Many
Iran,
secondary
sanctions
had previpollsbeen
showsuspended
that, even with
economic
satously
under
the Joint
isfaction fromPlan
the of
Trump
in(JCPOA).
some U.S.
Comprehensive
Action
states, criticisms
of his
foreign
According
to President
Trump,
thispolicy
pohave raised
the probability
thattaken
the US
litically
significant
step HAS been
will
likelyfailure
be defeated
in the
aspresident
a result of
Iran’s
to comply
2020
presidential
election.obligations.
with
its nuclear
and ballistic
The controversial
results
of polls conTrump’s
statement clearly
contradicts
ducted
onof
Trump’s
popularity have
been
the
reports
the International
Atomic
published
in the
Unitedwhich,
States.followSome of
Energy
Agency
(IAEA)
these
polls were
conductedhas
allalways
over the
ing
exhaustive
inspections,
United States,
andIranians
since theywere
werefully
based
concluded
that the
on “public
votes”,
results under
can’t be
complying
with
theirtheir
obligations
that
much trusted. However, in some polls
the
JCPOA.
that
basedand
the ultimate
US Electoral
College
Thewere
reality,
cause
of
structure,
we can make
a more
accurate
the
U.S.’s behaviour,
is that
the two
key
estimation
Donald
Trump’s
allies
of the of
U.S.
in the
Middlecondition.
East Business
Insider
has cited
theworried
NBC and
Saudi
Arabia
and Israel
- are
Marist
in and
one economic
of its articles.
The
about
thesurvey
political
power
polls
results
that inin
some
that
Iran
has indicate
been gaining
the imporarea
tant states
such
as Minnesota,
Wisconsin
following
the
suspension
of sanctions.
and Michigan,
where Trump
was able to
Iran’s
history, culture,
demography,
win Hillary
found
way
economy
andClinton
role atand
thethus
head
of the
to the
White
House,
there
is no
longer
Shiite
world
mean
that,
under
normal
any chance
of his
conditions
– that
is, re-election.
without being placed
The
continuation
of this–trend,
while
under
economic
sanctions
it would
making play
the Democrats
hopeful
about
inevitably
an important
role within
the 2020 an
elections,
could
lead
thewinning
region. Watching
important
player
to in-party
tensions
among
theregion
Repubgradually
return
to power
in the
lican
leaders. The
Republicans
are now
has
undoubtedly
made
some of Iran’s
actually innervous.
control With
of thethis
White
House
neighbours
in mind,
the Senate..
it and
is very
significant THAT the U.S.
It should
not be
forgotten
that
the
Secretary
of State,
Mike
Pompeo,
has
President
of the
United
recently
stated
that
THE States
JCPOAhas
hasno
choice
retreatEast
frommore
his aggressive
not
madebut
thetoMiddle
stable,
and brutal foreign
policy
face this and
trend.
displaying,
clearly,
his to
attitude,
In this
regard,
Trump
has to the
expel
that
of the
U.S.’s
allies,may
towards
people like JohnofBolton
and
Mike Pompeo
strengthening
Iran’s
geopolitical
from the government.
However, Tramp is
power.
13
worried about the loss of neoconservative
votes in the case of Bolton’s expulsion.
No doubt, the US foreign policy on
foreign policy is not limited to the Trump
government. This aggressive, brutal and
interventionist foreign policy has led to
many crises in the world. In order to reform this foreign policy, it is necessary to
change the US foreign policy strategies
and lines. Something that did not even
happen during Obama’s presidency!

Dear readers,

The next issue of the
Tehran Times will be
published on Saturday,
June 9.

I NTE R NATI O NAL DAI LY

P O L I T I C S
General Rashid warns
enemies not to ‘miscalculate’
the will of Iranians
1
“If the criminal America and its Western and regional
allies today do not dare to conduct a direct military confrontation
against our country, it is due to the willingness of the people and
the youth to resist and make sacrifices,” he said.
He said on May 1 that war
against Iran would hurt the
entire region.
“We do not welcome war in
the region…, but we are men of
war and will stand against any
aggression and will defeat the
enemy with God’s grace,” he
asserted.
Tension has been rising between Iran and the U.S. since
the Pentagon sent the USS
Abraham Lincoln carrier strike
group and a bomber task force
to the Persian Gulf and made
military threats against Iran.
The USS Arlington transports marines, amphibious vehicles, and rotary aircraft, as well as
the Patriot missiles, are planned to join the carrier strike group.
Also, U.S. President Donald Trump announced on Friday that
he would send about 1,500 troops to the Middle East.
In an interview with CNN aired on Tuesday, Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said that the U.S. is playing a
“very very dangerous game” by increasing its military presence
in the region.
Hassan Danaeefar, the former Iranian Ambassador to Iraq,
told IRNA in an interview published on Wednesday that a war
between Iran and the U.S. is unlikely. However, he said, it is
essential to monitor the enemies’ behavior.
“The U.S. knows that Iran can defend itself if a war is waged.
So, it is unlikely that they seek a war,” he argued.
He added that war serves no one’s interests.

Arab analyst: U.S.
administration in anxiety
over Iran
TEHRAN (FNA) — Abdel Bari Atwan, the editor-in-chief of Rai
al-Youm newspaper, underlined that considering the dangers
resulting from anti-Iran moves for the region and Washington’s
interests, the U.S. administration has changed its tone and is
suffering confusion over how
to deal with Iran.
“The new statements by the
U.S. administration indicate
their anxiety and perplexity in
confrontation against the crisis.
The latest remarks were uttered
by U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo who said that Washington does not want regime
change in Iran and Trump aims
to change the country’s behavior,” Atwan wrote on Saturday.
He added that none of these
goals will be materialized because the U.S. administration
fears war, the Islamic Republic
will not change behavior under economic pressures and Trump
is a coward businessman and a skilled liar.
Atwan said that the elites ruling Iran are also aware that
Trump fears entering a new war, adding that any war against
Iran will harm the U.S. strongly.
Head of the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps Public Relations
Department Brigadier General Ramezan Sharif said that American
troops dispatched to the Persian Gulf from home thousands of
miles away were not motivated enough to fight a war with Iran
and as a result were shivering with fear.
“We are today witnessing American soldiers in the Persian
Gulf with shivering hands and pale faces standing behind a mountain of equipment living like robots in the face of the will of the
progenies of this nation,” Brigadier General Ramezan Sharif
said in a ceremony on commemorating the 39th anniversary of
the liberation of Khorramshahr from the military of the former
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussain.
“In the battlefield, we fought against those who were more
motivated, powerful and regionally dominant than Americans.
Whom are you trying to frighten with sending troops from thousands of miles away,” added the IRGC commander.
The commander reminded that after the victory of Iran in
Operation Beytolmoqaddas, which led to the liberation of Khorramshahr, thousands of enemy soldiers escaped and thousands
of them were caught captive, and asked, “What’s your escape
way back if you make a mistake?”

All must stand against
those who seek war,
Nouri al-Maliki says
1
He expressed hope that Baghdad’s efforts would help
reduce tension between Tehran and Washington.
Oman’s Foreign Ministry tweeted on Friday that Muscat is
trying “with other parties” to reduce tensions between the U.S.
and Iran.

Tension has been rising between Iran and the U.S. since Washington announced last month that it will punish any country
that buys oil from Iran and the Pentagon sent the USS Abraham
Lincoln carrier strike group and a bomber task force to the Persian
Gulf and made military threats against Iran.
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Takht Ravanchi: U.S. policy of
maximum pressure on Iran has failed
U.S. policy driven by obsessional antagonism, diplomat notes

1
The “maximum pressure” policy
is designed to disrupt the Iranian economy and force Iran to enter negotiations
on the United States’ terms for a new
nuclear deal, substituting for the existing accord that was negotiated with the
Obama administration and five world
powers in 2015.
Iran rejected the latest U.S. action
as illegal, as it did last year with the
U.S. withdrawal from the nuclear deal,
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action, or JCPOA. Iran regards the
withdrawal as a violation of international
law, including United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2231.
In fact, Iran’s decision to remain in
the nuclear deal, despite the U.S. withdrawal, was prompted by requests from
European nations to give them enough
time to compensate Iran for what it has
lost as a result of the United States unilaterally abrogating its commitments and
leaving the accord.
My country has patiently waited for a
year, but no tangible economic recompense has been forthcoming. Iran was
left with no other option than to cease
performing some commitments — such as
observing limits on stockpiles of low-enriched uranium and heavy water — for two
months, while still giving the remaining
JCPOA members, and particularly Europe, time to finally and fully adhere to
their commitments under the accord and
make up for Iran’s losses. Our argument
is basically that we cannot — and no one
reasonably can — be expected to unilaterally honor a multilateral agreement.
The United States’ approach toward
Iran has no clarity or cohesiveness. Instead, the policy is driven by an obsessional antagonism. It is no secret that
a number of U.S. high officials — and
certain leaders in the Middle East — are
pushing President Trump to adopt a hardline policy toward Iran, even calling for
“regime change.” This group has presented what we call “fake intelligence”
to “prove” that Iran is responsible for
all of the Middle East’s problems — thus
the urgency to confront us at any cost,
including through military means.
The recent dispatching of a U.S.

While Iran does not desire war in the
region, neither with the United States
nor with any other country, we will stand
firmly against any act of aggression against
our country.

The language of threats and intimidation
is anathema to Iranians, who have always
demonstrated that respect begets respect.
naval armada to the Persian Gulf is a
response to the same fake intelligence,
supported not by members of Congress
or U.S. allies. Recently, I informed UN
Secretary-General António Guterres
about the need to establish a security
structure in the Persian Gulf. Yet, let
me be clear here: While Iran does not
desire war in the region, neither with the

United States nor with any other country,
we will stand firmly against any act of
aggression against our country.
Contrary to the views of some of his
close associates, Trump appears not to
want a war with Iran. But his approach
toward us is contradictory — at times
threatening us, at others calling for dialogue.

History shows that genuine talks cannot
be productive if they are coupled with
intimidation, coercion and sanctions.

The United States’ proposal on dialogue with Iran faces three major hurdles.
First, history shows that genuine talks
cannot be productive if they are coupled
with intimidation, coercion and sanctions.
A dialogue can succeed if both sides accept the principle of mutual respect and
then act on equal footing.
Second, the Trump administration
does not speak with a united voice on
the need for a dialogue with Iran. Those
who are eager to provoke a conflict are
working to sabotage the possibility of
useful and meaningful dialogue.
Finally, Trump’s sudden withdrawal
from the JCPOA nuclear deal last year
with no good reason — and to the disapproval of almost the entire international
community — stirs concerns that any
future deal might face the same fate,
with no guarantee to the contrary.
This month, Trump said that the United
States “is not looking to hurt Iran.” On
May 20, however, he claimed that Iran’s
“economy continues to collapse — very
sad for the Iranian people.” This is clear
evidence that the United States is determined to hurt the Iranian people, a crime
under international law. Under these
circumstances, how could any rational
nation trust a U.S. offer of dialogue?
The U.S. policy of maximum pressure against Iran has failed. None of the
Trump administration’s unjust demands
has been met, and I can assure you that
pressure will not work. So, what has the
maximum-pressure policy accomplished?
It has isolated the United States in the
international arena and created yet more
division between America and its allies.
The policy has also stoked resentment
toward the United States among Iranians from all walks of life. Yes, the illegal
sanctions have hurt the Iranian people,
but the sanctions have not changed Iran’s
policies.
Throughout history, Iranians have
always resisted the imposition of others’
will and have survived for millennia.
That is self-evident to any historian.
The language of threats and intimidation is anathema to Iranians, who
have always demonstrated that respect
begets respect.

More than 70 retired military leaders urge Trump to avoid war with Iran
By staff and agency
More than 70 retired American military leaders wrote
an open letter to U.S. President Donald Trump urging
him to avoid war with Iran.
The former generals advised Trump in the letter
published Thursday in War on the Rocks to take “crisis
de-escalation measures.”
“As President and Commander-in-Chief, you have
considerable power at your disposal to immediately
reduce the dangerous levels of regional tension,” the
letter read.
“Crisis de-escalation measures should be established
with the Iranian leadership at the senior levels of government as a prelude to exploratory diplomacy on matters
of mutual concern.”
Trump said Friday that he would send about 1,500
troops to the Middle East.
Tension has been rising between Iran and the U.S.
since the Trump administration ended sanctions waivers
for the remaining importers of the Iranian oil and the

Pentagon sent the USS Abraham Lincoln carrier strike
group and a bomber task force to the Persian Gulf and
made military threats against Iran.
The USS Arlington transports marines, amphibious vehicles, and rotary aircraft, as well as the Patriot
missiles, are planned to join the carrier strike group.
In an interview with CNN aired on Tuesday, Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said that the
U.S. is playing a “very very dangerous game” by increasing its military presence in the region.
“Iran is not interested in escalation. We have said
very clearly that we will not be the party to begin escalation, but we will defend ourselves. Having all these
military assets in a small waterway (Persian Gulf) is
prone to accident, particularly when you have people
who are interested in accidents. We believe that the
U.S. is playing a very very dangerous game,” he said.
The chief diplomat said all will suffer if a war breaks out.
“There will be painful consequences for everybody.
There is an escalation against Iran. That’s for sure. The

U.S. is engaged in an economic warfare against Iran.
It has to stop. Economic war means targeting the Iranian people. That has to stop. The U.S. does not have
the legal position, does not have the moral position,
does not have the political position and does not have
the international position to impose economic war on
Iran,” Zarif stated.
Oman’s Foreign Ministry tweeted on Friday that
Muscat is trying “with other parties” to reduce tensions
between the U.S. and Iran.
“There is a danger that a war breaks out, hurting
the whole world ... Both parties, the American and the
Iranian, are aware of the danger,” the tweet cited Omani Foreign Minister Yousuf bin Alawi bin Abdullah
as saying in an interview with an Arabic publication,
according to Reuters.
The Omani foreign minister visited Tehran on Monday.
He held talks with Zarif, discussing the most important
regional and international developments, the Iranian
Foreign Ministry said in a press release.

It is unlikely that the U.S. make a
mistake and start a war on Iran: MP

‘Frech extradition of Iranian engineer to
U.S. is politically-motivated’

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Alaeddin
d
e
s
k Boroujerdi, a veteran
Iranian lawmaker, said on Saturday
that the U.S. does not want a war with
Iran, adding it is unlikely that the White
House makes such a mistake.
“The U.S. officials are well aware that
any incident in sensitive region of the
Persian Gulf will cause a big problem
for the world’s economy and will hit
the U.S. economy. So, I do not think
that the U.S. will make such a mistake,”
he told ISNA in an interview published
on Saturday.
He added that Iran will stand against
the U.S. excessive demands.
Tension has been rising between
Iran and the U.S. since the Pentagon
sent the USS Abraham Lincoln carrier
strike group and a bomber task force
to the Persian Gulf and made military
threats against Iran.
The USS Arlington transports marines, amphibious vehicles, and rotary
aircraft, as well as the Patriot missiles,
are planned to join the carrier strike
group.
Also, U.S. President Donald Trump
said on Friday that he would send about
1,500 troops to the Middle East.
Chief of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) said on May 19

(Press TV) — Iran has denounced as
politically-motivated a French court’s
verdict to extradite an Iranian engineer
to the United States over accusations
of importing American technology for
military purposes.
The condemnation came on Saturday after the court in Aix-en-Provence,
southern France, approved the extradition of Jalal Rouhollahnejad to the
U.S. to face charges of “attempting to
illegally import U.S. technology for military purposes on behalf of an Iranian
company.”
The Iranian non-governmental Center
for Civilian Drones along with a number
of knowledge-based firms working in
the field of aerospace said in a joint
statement that the French court’s verdict
was politically-motivated and against
the principles of the Iran nuclear deal
as well as other international rules.
Rouhollahnejad was detained on
February 2 at Nice airport as he got off
a plane coming from Tehran. The U.S.
judicial officials claimed that the Iranian
engineer might have been seeking to
import high-power industrial microwave
systems from the U.S. to be later used
for military purposes in Iran.
The Iranian aerospace firms said in
the statement that high-power indus-

that Iran is not looking for war with
any country but is ready to counter any
threat posed by the enemies.
“We are not looking for war and yet
we are not afraid of it either, but on the
other hand, our enemies lack the will to
wage a war and are afraid of fighting,”
Major General Hossein Salami said.
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has ruled out
the possibility of war between the U.S.
and Iran despite heightened tensions
between the two sides.
Speaking at a large gathering of
officials on May 14, the Leader said
Washington knows that engaging in such
a conflict would not be in its interest.

trial microwave systems are modern
non-military technologies used for
detecting Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAVs) flying in sensitive sites like
airports.
“So the technologies have no military
use. They are also not under the U.S.
sanctions,” the statement said, adding
that it is among the basic rights of any
country to use such technologies within the regulations of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) to
protect its airspace and provide security
for sensitive sites like civilian airports.
“Such a move will have serious repercussions for the French tradesmen
and specialists working in Iran,” the
statement warned.
Rouhollahnejad’s lawyer also said
the U.S. arrest warrantw as politically-motivated and stressed that he
would continue to refuse extradition
from France.
U.S. judges claim that the 41-yearold engineer acted on behalf of a company linked to Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), which was
blacklisted by the US President Donald
Trump’s administration last month.
A decree by the French prime minister is still necessary for the extradition
to go ahead.
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Reaping what he sowed
Trump approves $8bn Saudi weapons sale over Iran tensions
Republican Foreign Relations
1
Committee chairman, Senator Jim Risch,
said he had been informed by the Trump
administration that it planned to confirm
“a number of arms sales”.
“I am reviewing and analyzing the legal
justification for this action,” he said.
Senior Democratic Senator Dianne Feinstein said the U.S. needed to rein in Saudi
Arabia rather than hand it more weapons.
“My whole view of Saudi Arabia changed
with the murder of Jamal Khashoggi,” she said.
Khashoggi, who was a strong critic of the
Saudi government, was killed after entering
the Saudi consulate in Istanbul. His body was
reportedly dismembered and his remains
have still not been found.
Iran also reacted angrily to the U.S. move,
with Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif calling it “extremely dangerous” for
international peace.
News of the Trump administration’s decision came shortly after it announced it would
bolster the U.S. military presence in the Middle

Photo manipulation of Trump’s “Green Acres” theme song duet during the 2005 Emmys
with Saudi Crown Prince Bin Salman replaced for actress Megan Mullally. Bahman
Vakhshour, Tehran Times.

East. An additional 1,500 troops, as well as
fighter jets and drones, will be deployed to
the region in the near future.
Patrick Shanahan, the acting Defense
Secretary, says the move was intended to
counter “ongoing threats posed by Iranian
forces, including the IRGC [Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps] and its proxies”.
Tensions between the U.S. and Iran began rising this month when Washington put
pressure on countries still buying oil from
Iran by ending exemptions from sanctions.
The decision was intended to bring Iran’s oil
exports to zero, denying the government its
main source of revenue.
Trump reinstated the sanctions last year
after abandoning the landmark nuclear deal
that Iran has signed with six nations - the
five permanent members of the UN Security
Council and Germany.
Iran has now suspended several commitments under the deal, demanding parties to return to the full implementation
of the deal.

Zarif says finds no reason to answer Pompeo’s phone call
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Minister
d
e
s
k Mohammad Javad Zarif has said because
of the bad approach of U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo,
he finds no reason to answer the phone if he calls.
“Pompeo makes sure that every time he talks about Iran,
he insults me,” Zarif said in a recent interview with Reuters.
“Why should I even answer his phone call?”
Three years ago, when Iran’s military captured 10 U.S.
sailors after they mistakenly strayed into Iranian waters,
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and Zarif jumped on the
phone in minutes and worked out the sailors’ release in hours.
Could a similar crisis be so quickly resolved today?
“No,” Zarif said in the interview. “How could it be averted?”
Zarif and Pompeo have never spoken directly, according to Iran’s mission at the United Nations. They instead
tend to communicate through name-calling on Twitter or
through the media.
The open rancor between the nations’ two top diplomats
underscores growing concern that the lack of any established
channel for direct negotiation makes a military confrontation
more likely in the event of a misunderstanding or a mishap,
according to current and former U.S. officials, foreign diplomats, U.S. lawmakers and foreign policy experts.
The Trump administration this month ordered the deployment of an aircraft carrier strike group, bombers and
Patriot missiles to the Middle East, claiming intelligence
about possible Iranian preparations to attack U.S. forces
or interests.
“The danger of an accidental conflict seems to be increasing over each day,” U.S. Senator Angus King, a political
independent from Maine, told Reuters as he called for direct
dialogue between the United States and Iran.
A senior European diplomat said it was vital for top U.S.
and Iranian officials to be on “speaking terms” to prevent
an incident from mushrooming into a crisis.
“I hope that there are some channels still existing so we
don’t sleepwalk into a situation that nobody wants,” said
the diplomat, speaking on condition of anonymity. “The
rhetoric that we have is alarming.”

State Department spokeswoman Morgan Ortagus declined
to address how the administration would communicate with
Iran in a crisis similar to the 2016 incident, but said: “When
the time to talk comes, we are confident we will have every
means to do so.”
In 2016, Kerry and Zarif knew one another well from
the complex negotiations to reach a 2015 pact on Iran’s
nuclear program.
Three years later, top-level diplomatic relations have all
but disintegrated in the wake of the Trump administration’s
withdrawal from the nuclear pact, its tightening of sanctions
on Iranian oil, and its recent move to designate part of Iran’s
military as a terrorist group.
U.S. military officials cite growing concern about Iran’s
development of precise missiles and its influence in the region.
In the absence of direct talks, Twitter has become a common
forum for U.S. and Iranian officials to trade biting barbs. On
Wednesday, an advisor to Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
fired off a tweet at Pompeo castigating him for provoking
Iran with military deployments.
“You @SecPompeo do not bring warships to our region
and call it deterrence. That’s called provocation,” the advisor,
Hesameddin Ashena, tweeted in English. “It compels Iran
to illustrate its own deterrence, which you call provocation.
You see the cycle?”
That followed a Trump tweet on Sunday threatening to
“end” Iran if it sought a fight, and a long history of bitter
insults against Zarif by Pompeo.
Pompeo in February called Zarif and Iran’s president
“front men for a corrupt religious mafia” in a tweet. That
same month, another official at Pompeo’s State Department
tweeted: “How do you know @JZarif is lying? His lips are
moving.”
Zarif, in turn, has used the social media platform to condemn Pompeo and White House National Security Adviser
John Bolton’s “pure obsession with Iran,” calling it “the
behavior of persistently failing psychotic stalkers.”
In a Tuesday briefing with reporters, Pompeo appeared
to dismiss concerns about Washington’s ability to commu-

nicate and negotiate with Iran.
“There are plenty of ways that we can have a communication channel,” Pompeo said.
Diplomats say Oman, Switzerland and Iraq are nations
with ties to both countries that could pass messages.
But indirect message-passing can be too cumbersome
in a fast-moving crisis, said Kevin Donegan, a retired vice
admiral who oversaw U.S. naval forces in the Middle East
as commander of the Fifth Fleet when the U.S. sailors were
captured by Iran.
Such dealings through intermediaries “require time
and will not allow an opportunity to de-escalate a rapidly
unfolding tactical situation,” said Donegan, now a senior
adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, who added that he was not commenting on current
U.S. policy.
Donegan said it would be helpful to have some kind of
hotline between the U.S. and Iranian militaries, but Donegan
and other experts were skeptical Iran would agree to such
an arrangement.
On May 3 - after Washington allegedly became alarmed
by intelligence indicating that Iran might be preparing for an
attack on the United States or its interests - it sent messages
to Iran via “a third party,” one U.S. official said, speaking
on condition of anonymity.
Joseph Votel, the now retired four-star general who oversaw U.S. troops in the Middle East until March, noted earlier
this year that the U.S. military might be able to indirectly
get a message to Iranian forces through an existing hotline
with Russia meant to avoid accidental conflicts in Syria.
“The Iranians can talk to the Russians,” he said. “We
have a well-established professional communication channel
with the Russians.”
But the prospect of relying on the Russian government
to get United States out of a crisis with Iran is hardly
reassuring to many current and former officials in the
United States.
“That would be a risky choice,” said Wendy Sherman,
an under secretary of state in the Obama administration.

Foreign Ministry confirms Zarif ’s meeting with U.S. senator
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN – Iran’s Ford
e
s
k eign Ministry has confirmed that Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif had a meeting with U.S. Senator
Dianne Feinstein, saying such meetings are
aimed at neutralizing the so-called B-Team’s
impact on the American political society.
Asked on Saturday about the meeting between Zarif and Sen. Feinstein (D-Calif.),
Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi
said, “Dialogue and exchange of views with
America’s non-administrative political elites,
including members of Congress (who are not
administrative officials), have been taking
place for more than two decades with the
aim of enlightenment and declaration of the
Islamic Republic’s policies.”
“These individuals are neither administrative officials nor entitled to negotiate
(with Iran), and Iranian officials have not
negotiated and will not negotiate with them
either,” Tasnim quoted the spokesperson as
saying.
“The purpose of such meetings – which,
by the way, take a lot of time and energy from
the foreign minister in his tightly scheduled

visits- is to counteract the influence of lobbies
such as the ‘B-Team’ over America’s political
society and public opinion. That’s why they
(the meetings) face a harsh reaction and re-

sentment from the hardliners,” Mousavi said.
His comments came after Politico reported
on Thursday that Feinstein, who sits on the
U.S. Senate Intelligence Committee, met

with Zarif a few weeks ago when he was in
New York.
The California Democrat said the dinner
was “arranged in consultation with the State
Department.”
“The office was in touch with State in advance of the meeting to let them know it was
happening and to get an update on U.S.-Iran
activity,” Feinstein’s office said.
Asked about Feinstein’s meeting with
Zarif, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
has blasted the senator and former secretary
of state John Kerry for engaging Iran.
The Logan Act, which was enacted in 1799,
forbids private American citizens from communicating with a foreign government having
a dispute with the U.S. However, nobody has
ever been prosecuted under the act.
The B-Team, a phrase first used by
Zarif, refers to a group of four anti-Iran
hawks, namely U.S. National Security
Adviser John Bolton, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammad Bin Salman Al Saud,
and Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Imran Khan expresses concern over regional tension
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — Pakistani Prime Minister
d
e
s
k Imran Khan has expressed deep concern
over the risk of a conflict in the Middle East.
Khan’s expression of concern comes amid heightened
tensions between Iran and the United States. Citing the
premier, Khan’s office said in a statement late on Friday that
he was concerned about the “rising tensions” in the Persian
Gulf region, underscoring that “war was not a solution to
any problem.”
According to the statement, he called on all parties to
exercise “maximum restraint” to prevent further escalation in an already volatile region. “Further escalation in
tensions in the already volatile region was not in anyone’s
interest. All sides needed to exercise maximum restraint in
the current situation.”
The Pakistani premier made the remarks following a two-

day visit to Islamabad by Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who said he had held talks with Pakistani
leaders, including PM Khan, on “how the two countries can
counter the United States’ ambitions and bullying”.
Tensions between Tehran and Washington saw a sharp
rise in late April, when the U.S. tightened its oil sanctions
against Iran in an attempt to cut the country’s oil sales to
“zero” a year after Donald Trump pulled Washington out
of an international nuclear deal with Tehran, a move that
flew in the face of the world community.
Iran has said the U.S. will fail to achieve that goal, and that
it has several options on the table to keep up its crude sales
and counter Washington. Tensions have escalated since the
U.S. sent an aircraft carrier and B-52 bombers to the region
in response to alleged intelligence reports which, the U.S.
says, suggest an imminent attack.

Iran has dismissed the alleged intelligence as fake and
slammed the deployments as a psychological warfare.

Advisor: IRGC may sink U.S.
ships using ‘two top secret
weapons’

P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — A senior adviser to the commander
d
e
s
k of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps has said
that Iran has two new “top secret weapons” and may use them
to sink U.S. warships “with everything and everyone on board.”
“In case of the smallest foolish act by the enemy in the Persian
Gulf waters, the enemies will find out what we will do to them,”
Morteza Qorbani said in an interview with the Mizan news agency
published on Saturday.
The advisor said “the Americans should not play these games
[with us]” and bring two ships to the region.
Washington has deployed USS Abraham Lincoln carrier task
force and bombers in the Persian Gulf region and on May 24
announced the deployment of another 1,500 troops.

U.S. detention of Iranian
scientist amounts to ‘war
crime’

TEHRAN (Press TV) — An American political analyst says
President Trump administration is holding Iranian stem cell
scientist Dr. Masoud Soleimani hostage to gain leverage over
the Islamic Republic through “diplomatic extortion”.
In an article sent to Press TV on Saturday, Scott Bennett,
a former U.S. military psychological warfare officer and State
Department contractor, said that Soleimani’s imprisonment not
only violates the U.S. Constitution and the UN rights treaty, but
also destroys Washington’s credibility.
Bennett said holding the Iranian scientist hostage constitutes
“a war crime.”
“With the recent kidnapping, arrest, torture, and indefinite
imprisonment—without charge—of ... Iranian scientist Massoud Soleimani, the notoriously pro-Zionist agents within the
U.S. Department of Justice are continuing their conspiratorial
DEEP STATE agenda of removing President Donald Trump by
intentionally destroying U.S.-Iranian relations and pushing for
war,” he said.
“Besides a gross violation of the U.S. Constitution and the UN
International Treaty on Human Rights, this abusive perversion
of the legal system is simultaneously destroying the credibility
and legitimacy of the United States in the eyes of the world. It is
nothing less than an attempt to obtain political leverage through
diplomatic extortion, and as such, a declaration of diplomatic
war—which is a war crime,” he added.
In his article, entitle “The Death of American Freedom,” Bennett
also accused the U.S. government of strangling the sovereignty
and freedom of independent nations using “the noose of sanctions” and subjecting their citizens to harassment, imprisonment,
and torture.
He further warned that Soleimani’s detention could prove to
be the model or standard by which the Americans will themselves
be treated when they travel abroad.
“Conceivably, Americans who have friends or family who might
be somewhat significant or prominent—or simply because they
are Americans—could be equally targeted, imprisoned, tortured,
and even executed as a reciprocal action to what the Department
of Justice is doing to citizens of other nations foolish, unlucky,
or courageous enough to visit America or speak truth against its
war crimes and global hegemony agenda,” Bennett said.
The political analyst also said the general feeling about Soleimani’s case is that the scholar is “definitely” being held hostage
by the U.S. government.
He also quoted the scientist’s brother as saying, “How can
a researcher and a physician, who does not have any criminal
record and boasts numerous articles published in international
circles, be placed in detention?”
“Ironically, if Americans don’t ask this same question, and
correct this abuse, it will soon be them who will suffer the same
treatment—in both the other nations of the world, and their
own country,” he added.
Soleimani, a professor and biomedical researcher at the Tarbiat
Modares University (TMU) in Tehran, left Iran on sabbatical last
year, but was arrested upon arrival in Chicago and transferred
to prison in Atlanta, Georgia for unspecified reasons.
His brother has said in interviews that the only accusation
facing him is that two of his students were arrested while departing
the United States three years ago because they were carrying five
vials of growth hormone. This is while such material is readily
available on the market and not subject to sanctions.
The two students were charged in a court and released after
posting bail because they held U.S. citizenship.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Issuance of
industrial unit
establishment
permits rises 16%
in a year

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Issuance of permits for setd
e
s
k ting up industrial units in Iran increased 16
percent in the past Iranian calendar year (ended on March 20,
2019), IRNA reported citing the data released by the Ministry
of Industry, Mining and Trade.
As reported, most of the issued permits were related to the
food industries and Semnan, Qom and Khorasan Razavi were
the provinces receiving the highest number of the permits.

TEDPIX rises 20%
in 2 months

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE)’s
d
e
s
k main index (TEDPIX) has increased 36,509
points or 20.4 percent to 215,169 during the first two months of
current Iranian calendar year (March 21-June 21), IRIB reported.
As reported, some 177.832 billion securities worth 464.425
trillion rials (about $11.057 billion) were traded through 11.728
million deals at TSE.
Based on the already released reports and data, Iran’s exchange markets witnessed fruitful performances and results in
the past Iranian calendar year 1397 (ended on March 20, 2019).
Meanwhile, applying new financial instruments in Iranian
capital market was another achievements of the exchange markets
during the past year, as TSE officially launched “futures” in midDecember 2018 for more risk management and Iran Mercantile
Market (IME) launched “option” in early March 2019 in an approach to diversify financing methods for agricultural products.

Monthly
aluminum ingot
output at over
20,000 tons
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Iran produced 20,400 tons of
d
e
s
k aluminum ingots during the first month of
current Iranian calendar year (March 21-Aril 21), IRNA reported
on Saturday.
As reported, Iranian Aluminum Company (IRALCO) accounted
for 75 percent of the total monthly output.
Iran produced 276,575 tons of aluminum ingots in the past
Iranian calendar year (ended on March 20, 2019), IRNA has previously reported citing the data released by Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO).
IRALCO accounted for producing 53 percent of the total production in the past year.
As the world’s 18th producer of aluminum, Iran plans to reach
the annual production of 1.5 million tons of aluminum ingot by the
Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 2025-March 2026).

Philippines crafts “catch-up”
plan to hit above 6 percent
growth in 2019
Philippine economic managers have come up with a “carefully
crafted and bold expenditure catch-up plan” to enable the economy
to hit a gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate of above 6
percent this year, the government officials said on Friday.
According to xinhuanet.com, to enable hitting a GDP growth
rate above 6 percent this year, Philippine Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez said in a statement the government needs to ramp
up its spending. Dominguez is the head of President Rodrigo
Duterte’s economic team.
In 2019, he said the government disbursements are targeted to
reach 3.774 trillion pesos (71.89 billion U.S. dollars), equivalent
to 19.6 percent of GDP. “This is 10.7 percent higher than the
actual disbursement in 2018,” Dominguez said.
Meanwhile, he added total infrastructure disbursements
would have to reach 1 trillion pesos (19.05 billion U.S. dollars),
equivalent to 5.2 percent of GDP, with the national government
accounting for 808.7 billion pesos (15.40 billion U.S. dollars) of
targeted infrastructure spending.
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Producers to be
more supported,
encouraged
By Mahnaz Abdi
The current Iranian calendar year of 1398 is
named as the year of “Pickup in Production”
by Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei.
The realization of this motto toward Iran’s
self-reliance is in fact the only way to tackle
the U.S. cruel sanctions on Iran’s economy.
To this end, Iranian government has put
supporting domestic producers a top agenda
in the current year.
Providing the required working capital
for the production units and offering them
facilities is one of the major measures being pursued by the government to support
these units.
Abdolnaser Hemmati, the governor of
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI), has specified
providing of working capital for the production units as the major priority of the Iranian
banks in the current year.
He said some of the production units have
recently faced lack of liquidity because of the
high increase in the foreign currency exchange
rate in the Iranian market, but it should not
prevent activity of these units.
In mid-April, Industry, Mining and Trade
Minister Reza Rahmani said the country needs
3.6 quadrillion rials (about $85.714 billion)
of working capital in order to sustain the

domestic production.
According to the minister, improving the
efficiency of important factors in production and creating a movement for promoting
domestic production are among the plans
which the industry ministry is following to
realize a sustainable domestic production.
“Organizing trade logistics, reforming distribution systems and monitoring the market
as well as developing non-oil exports along
with developing mines and mining sector
are other areas of focus for the ministry to
boost domestic production”, Rahmani added.
Inactive units to come back to
production cycles
Bringing back the inactive production units
to the production cycle is the other step by
the government, as Rahmani has announced
that 2,200 industrial units will come back to
the production cycle by the end of the current Iranian calendar year (March 19, 2020).
The minister said, “We have some plans
for removing the problems of the units which
are facing serious challenges.”  
There are some units that enjoy high
potential and capacities, but due to some
problems such as inadequate working capital
they cannot work with full capacity, Rahmani
noted, adding, “Our priority in the current year
is to facilitate the condition for such units.”
Also, Nematollah Torki, the head of Tehran

Province Management and Planning Organization, has said that some 238 production
units in the province will come back to the
production cycle by the end of current year
through receiving required working capital.
Meanwhile, as previously announced by
Deputy Industry Minister Mohsen Salehinia,
during the current year the government plans
to provide facilities under the framework
of subsidies for projects with more than 60
percent of physical development, to supply
working capital of firms, to renovate production units and etc.
He said that 360 trillion rials (about $857.1
million) of facilities will be granted to the
industrial units in this year in the framework
of production flourishing plan.
Furthermore, the secretary of the headquarters for facilitating production and removing related barriers announced last week
that the government has approved three new
enactments on supporting domestic produc-

ers. The enactments are mainly on facilitating
tax condition for the producers.
Creating competitive condition
In addition to support the production
units in different ways, the government is
taking some other approaches to encourage
domestic producers, for example through
banning imports of some products into the
country some competitive condition will be
created for Iranian producers to produce new
products and also promote the quality of their
products.
While banning imports of foreign products,
the government also is seriously following
up the policy of supporting and publicizing
domestically-made products.
All these supports and facilities as well
as other related strategies provided for
domestic production units are hopped to
strengthen Iranian producers in a way to
make the country more self-reliant and beat
the sanctions.

Italy eager for co-op with Iranian auto part makers

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN – Auto part
d
e
s
k makers from Italy have
expressed readiness for cooperation with
their Iranian counterparts, Mehr news agency
reported on Friday.
The two sides held talks on the sidelines
of the 28th International Biennial Exhibition
of Automotive Equipment and Aftermarket
Products (Autopromatec 2019) which was

held during May 22-29, in Bologna Italy.
As reported, an Iranian delegation headed
by the Deputy Minister of Industries, Mining
and Trade Mohsen Salehinia visited the
European country to attend the exhibition
and explore avenues of mutual cooperation
in this industry.
During the first day of the exhibition,
Iranian party met with the president of

the Italian Association of the Automotive
Industry, the manager of the exhibition
and representatives of Italian auto part
manufacturers and discussed ways of
cooperation.
In the meetings, it was suggested that
the two sides supply the requirements and
demands of each other through bartering.
According to the organizers, Autopromotec

is one of the world’s most specialized
international exhibition of automotive
equipment and aftermarket products.
Product innovations and industrial
excellence, cutting edge technologies and
market opportunities, high-level conventions
and B2B meetings draw manufacturers and
professional operators from all over the world
to this exhibition.

NIMA will not be omitted: CBI governor

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Central
d
e
s
k Bank of Iran (CBI)’s
governor dismissed the news that the
domestic Forex Management Integrated
System (locally known as NIMA) would
stop activity, IRIB reported.
Abdolnaser Hemmati stressed that
NIMA is a pivot of the foreign currency
exchange and trade related activities in
the country and it will not be omitted
from the forex market at all.
While this system will not stop its
activity, it has been ordered and emphasized
that 50-60 percent of the foreign currency
earned from the exports should be presented
in NIMA, the CBI governor added.
NIMA, which seeks to boost
transparency, create competitiveness
among exchange shops and a secure

environment for traders, is a new chance for
importers to supply their required foreign
currency without specific problems and
for exporters to re-inject their earned
foreign currency to domestic forex market.
It was inaugurated to allow exporters of
non-oil commodities to sell their foreign

currency earnings to importers of consumer
products.
In mid-November last year, CBI issued
the instructions on return details of the
hard currency earned by exporters back
to the domestic financial system.
The instructions, aimed to lead the
export revenues from the non-oil exports
back into the country’s economy through
NIMA, mandate all the exporters of goods
and services to guarantee bringing back to
the country the foreign currency amount
allocated to them by the government at
lower prices than the free market.
In terms of the integrated forex market,
which is to be launched in the country, CBI
governor said that a company has been
set up for this market and its managing
director has been selected, the activity

of this market is in the pilot stage at the
moment and after this stage the market
will start its activity officially.
Establishment of this market has
been approved by the Money and Credit
Council (MCC), the highest banking policymaking body of CBI, on January 8 as the
CBI aims to explore the real volume of
demand and supply in the foreign currency
market through a new mechanism, which is
to organize the transactions in the foreign
currency exchange market between the
exchange shops.
On Wednesday, Mohammadreza PourEbrahimi, the chairman of the Economic
Committee of Majlis, announced that this
market will be launched by the end of
current Iranian calendar month of Khordad
(June 21).

India’s lead over China as world’s fastest-growing economy will widen in coming years
India’s perch on top as the world’s fastest growing major
economy is unlikely to be challenged soon.
Even as the Chinese economy cools due to global
trade tensions, India’s GDP growth will hover near 7.5%
by 2020, compared with 7.25% in 2019, says a recent
report by the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development.
The Paris-headquartered think tank expects China’s
economy to clock 6% growth in 2020. As a result of the
escalating US-China trade war, the economic output in
both countries is estimated to be 0.2%-0.3% lower in the
current financial year than it would otherwise have been.
This comes as good news for the Indian economy
that grew at a six-quarter low of 6.6% in the OctoberDecember 2018 period.
“India has the fastest growth among G20 economies
… accommodative monetary policy and additional fiscal
support will boost economic growth despite subdued
demand from partner countries,” the report added.

This will be aided by higher domestic demand, fiscal
and quasi-fiscal stimulus, including new income support
measures for rural farmers, and recent structural reforms.
At the same time, a fall in oil prices and the appreciation
of the rupee will reduce pressures on inflation and the
current account deficit.
This contrasts with the Chinese economy, which
faces the double whammy of a trade war with the U.S.,
and waning economic stimuli. “(There are) Signs of a
slowdown including the weakening of private investment,
in particular, real estate investment,” the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development report
added.
The China-U.S. trade war is likely to drag down the
economies of other nations as well. The global economy
is expected to witness a “moderate but fragile growth”
for the next two years, the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development added.
(Source: Scroll.in)

Belgium’s trading ties with Germany help keep growth grounded
Market participants in the week ahead will
receive updated figures on Belgium’s rates
of inflation and economic growth, amid an
increasingly gloomy landscape across the
European continent.
As per seekingalpha.com, certain of
Belgium’s corporate ownerships, as well
as its export ties to Germany, for example,
appear to pose increased downside risks to
the country’s broader economic health, with
higher airline travel costs and slowing gross
domestic product (GDP) pace indications
of the German influence.
Overall, Belgian inflation has been relatively subdued in recent months, having
dropped to 2.08% in April from 2.33% in the
prior month, with the country’s consumer
price index (CPI) at 108.91 in April, up from

108.85 in the previous month.
According to Statbel, the Belgian statistical office, the “most significant” monthover-month price declines were highlighted
by lower costs of electricity (-3.7%), natural
gas (-5.7%), travels abroad (-2.9%) and fruit
(-3.1%), while increases were mainly attributed to higher prices of airplane tickets
(+12.7%) and hotel rooms (+9.6).
Higher costs
One reason for the higher costs of plane
travel may be assigned to Brussels Airline’s exposure to Germany’s Deutsche
Lufthansa (OTCQX:DLAKY), which suffered a €336m earnings plunge in the first
quarter of 2019.
Lufthansa fully-owns Belgian airline
SN Airholding, which is Brussels Airlines’

direct parent company.
Moody’s Investors Service recently noted
that while Brussels Airlines’s financial profile
“has somewhat improved in recent years and
benefits from its integration” into Deutsche
Lufthansa, its business model “faces uncertainties as a result of this process.”
Indeed, Lufthansa said that on a preliminary basis, its adjusted EBIT Q1’19
amounted to a loss of €336m compared
with its prior year’s gain of €52m.
The German airline giant noted that,
among other factors, the loss was largely
due to higher fuel costs, as well as marketwide overcapacities in Europe, which placed
downward pressure on fares.
Ulrik Svensson, Deutsche Lufthansa’s
CFO, said that the company is “seeing good

booking levels for the quarter ahead,” however, at the same time, it has “substantially
reduced” its own capacity growth.
Elsewhere, Belgium’s close trading ties
with Germany may also pose slower growth
prospects for the nations’ broader economy
– especially following Thursday’s dismal
manufacturing report.
Belgium’s rate of GDP growth has been
decelerating on a year-over-year basis since
September 2018, when it was running at
1.5%. For the three-months ending March
2019, the country’s GDP registered 1.1%.
The National Bank of Belgium sees
continued slowing of the GDP pace in the
years ahead, with an expected annual average drop of 0.1% from 2018 through 2021,
when it may grow by only 1.2%.
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Afghanistan’s oil ministry denies rumors
of stopping oil imports from Iran
E N E R G Y TEHRAN — Afghanid
e
s
k stan ministry of oil and
gas rejected reports claiming that the country
has stopped crude imports from Iran, Fars
news agency (FNA) reported.
“Oil imports from Iran have not been
halted and no change has been made in
the past policies,” Mostafa Khalazayee,
spokesman of the ministry, told FNA.
“There is no restriction in oil imports
from Iran,” he underlined.
According to the official, the only restriction which is currently applied to Iranian imports is regarding the consumption
standards devised by the Afghan government which should be met and excessive
imports by the Afghan businesspersons
will be prevented.
Afghan media reports claimed recently
that the country has halted imports of oil
from Iran.

They also claimed that Afghanistan had
pulled down its imports of oil products

from Iran to zero almost a week ago, while
the country used to import products such

as Kerosene, Mazut, dissolvent and other
oil products, previously.
Afghanistan stands among Iran’s major
export destinations. The export of Iranian
cement to Afghanistan has increased after
the U.S. sanctions resumed on Iran.
In April, the United States announced
that buyers of Iranian oil should stop purchases by May 1 or face sanctions, a move
to choke off Tehran’s oil revenues.
The Trump administration said it will
not renew exemptions granted last year
to buyers of Iranian oil.
The United States reimposed sanctions
in November on exports of Iranian oil after
U.S. Donald Trump last spring unilaterally
pulled out of a 2015 accord between Iran
and six world powers.
Eight economies, including China and
India and South Korea, were granted waivers
for six months.

Novatek to launch its third LNG in 2022
On May 21, Novatek announced that its third major LNG
plant in the Yamal-Nenets Autonomous District will be
launched in 2022. The final investment decision is to be
reached later this year.
As per northnews.com, the construction of the new
LNG site will be done by the Ob LNG LLC (“OOO Obsky
SPG”), a subsidiary enterprise of Novatek’s subsidiary
Novatek-Yurkharovneftegaz, registered in January 2019.
The plant will be located close to the port of Sabetta,
the same area as the Yamal LNG launched in 2017. The
Ob LNG will be based on the gas reserves of the Verkhnetiuteyskoye and Zapadno-Seyakhinskoye fields, acquired
by Novatek-Yurkharovneftegaz in September 2017 for a

period of 27 years. Together these fields hold 157 billion
cubic meters.
Russian newspapers Vedomosti and Kommersant reported, the General Director of the Ob LNG Ltd Vladimir
Khurtin pointed out this Tuesday that the Ob LNG project
will solely be based on Russian investments and technologies, including Novatek’s own so-called “Arctic Cascade”
liquefaction technology. The Ob LNG site will comprise
three liquefaction trains, each producing around 1.6 million tons annually.
The first train of the Ob LNG is due by the end of 2022,
the other two are scheduled for summer 2023. In contrast
to the Arctic LNG 2 with its liquefaction volume of 19.8

million tons, the projected modest outcome of 4.8 million
tons of the Ob LNG has to do with the limited capacity of
gas turbines currently available on the domestic market.
According to Kommersant, the first liquefaction train
fully based on Russian equipment with a delivery capacity
of 0.9 million tons per year will be launched this year within
the Yamal LNG project.
Alongside Ob LNG project, Novatek is currently preparing
for setting up its Arctic LNG 2 plant on the Gydan peninsula.
Earlier this week, HNN reported that Novatek signed
a contract with a UK-based company TechnipFMC on engineering, procurement, supply, construction and commissioning of an integrated LNG facility.

BC has no power to regulate crude flowing through Trans Mountain
Columbia court ruled that the provincial government could not legally restrict crude oil
flowing through it, according to the Court of
Appeal for British Columbia website.
According to oilprice.com, while Trans
Mountain still faces an uphill battle in a
climate that is cooling to crude pipelines,
Friday’s win is good news for the project and
good news for the Canadian government,
who purchased the Trans Mountain pipeline
last year when it became clear that Trans
Mountain had stalled and needed a push.

The push, in that the government purchased the project, proved insufficient to
definitively move the project along.
Instead, the project has languished in
pipeline purgatory as Canada’s federal government, BC, Alberta, indigenous groups,
and environmentalists continue to wage war
over the controversial project.
Trans Mountain is a crucial oil project
for Canada and is expected to almost triple
the amount of oil flowing from Alberta to
the coast in British Columbia.

Canada, which has struggled to get its
oil to market thanks to takeaway capacity
constraints, has seen the price of its benchmark, Western Canadian Select, trade at a
steep discount to WTI, prompting mandatory
production cuts to keep the prices higher.
Today’s ruling by the BC court definitely put the Trans Mountain pipeline under
federal jurisdiction. In its judgment, the
summary read:
“On a constitutional reference by the Province of British Columbia, the Court opined

that it is not within the authority of the Legislature to enact a proposed amendment to
the Environmental Management Act.
The amendment was targeted legislation
that in pith and substance relates to the regulation of an interprovincial (or “federal”)
undertaking — the expanded interprovincial
pipeline of Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC
and Trans Mountain Pipeline L.P. which is
intended to carry ‘heavy oil’ from Alberta to
tidewater. The amendment thus lies beyond
provincial jurisdiction.”

Oil potential remains abundant beyond shale
By Carla Sertin
How does the oil and gas industry plan its
future in the ever-changing operating environment? The Association of International
Petroleum Negotiators (AIPN) International
Petroleum Summit, held in Houston this
week, focused on a number of themes which
will help companies determine a strategy
for the years ahead.
The event is timely as the implications of
the U.S. shale boom continue to reverberate
globally. In his keynote address, Gulfport
Energy’s CEO, president and director, David
Wood, noted the rise of U.S. LNG exports,
which have emerged thanks to the abundance
of shale gas. Meaningful growth in U.S. LNG
exports is expected over the next decade, he
said, providing an outlet for the country’s gas
output. This growth is anticipated to help
prop-up prices in the longer term. Indeed,
Wood said he believed that looking ahead, oil
and natural gas have two different trajectories.
“Gas is a much longer-term, bigger part of
business for the U.S. to pursue.”
Wood warned, however, that with the
exception of the Permian-Delaware Basin,
there is not as much resource as we think
when it comes to shale. This will drive exploration and production companies to seek
other opportunities outside of shale especially
in the longer term.
Latin America was very much in the spotlight, with sessions focused on Mexico, Brazil
and Venezuela. During the panel discussion
on Mexico, participants agreed that there
had not been a dramatic a change for the
country’s energy industry since President
Andrés Manuel López Obrador took office
in 2018. The representatives – from international oil companies (IOCs), as well as one
domestic company – noted that that their
concerns over whether they had a future in
A reliable foreign trading company intends to
employ qualified applicants with the following
terms and conditions:
Holding BA degree in foreign trading, full
command of registration of order and software
of Integrated Trade System, full familiarity with
foreign transport documents
Having at least BA degree in relevant field
Good command of English (speaking and
correspondence) and also good command of
software (Word, Excel)
Having at least four years of relevant working
experience
Maximum age: 35 years
Applicants are cordially requested to send the resume
to the following email address:

kooshasetareiranian.co@gmail.com

Mexico had recently been assuaged. They
said the new government is impatient at the
slow pace of progress in the country’s oil
industry as it works to reverse the country’s
oil production decline. They attributed this
to the new regulatory processes that have
been slow having only recently been put into
place when the country’s energy sector was
liberalized.
Major challenge
However, Jaguar E&P’s former CEO,
Javier Zambrano, said regulators have listened to operators and have made changes.
Despite a relatively favorable assessment
of the opportunities available in Mexico,
the panelists agreed the fact that there are
no further bid rounds for acreage currently
scheduled presented a major challenge.
Opportunities are also expected in Venezuela after the current regime changes.
However, the Venezuela panel discussion
focused on the major hurdles facing the
country as it moves forward from economic collapse. Francisco Monaldi, a Fellow at
Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public
Policy suggested that any money provided
to Venezuela by multilateral agencies and
other international players would not go
towards oil.
As a result, reviving the country’s oil industry would rest on others, such as private
companies. The resource potential is there
– Luis Giusti, a senior adviser for energy and
national security at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies and former Chairman and CEO of PDVSA, said that every well
drilled in the Orinoco Belt would strike oil.
However, he warned that there are significant challenges involved – the Orinoco oil
is extra heavy, making it difficult to move by
pipeline. Meanwhile, the Maracaibo Basin
is also very prolific, but most of its oil is
located offshore in Lake Maracaibo, where
the water causes corrosion of infrastructure.
The panel discussion on Brazil included
the country’s Deputy Secretary of Oil, Natural
Gas and Biofuels, Renata Isfer, who said
there were opportunities for small and medium sized companies to enter the country,
not just majors. Tudor, Pickering, Holt &
Co.’s Managing Director, Joe Amador, who
moderated the panel, described Brazil as, “A
country with a tremendous resource base
and a willingness of the government to offer
IOCs … access to those resources through a
variety of contract terms and the ability to
grow not only the upstream but downstream”.
He added that Brazil would likely achieve 3

million barrels per day of production in the
next couple of years.
U.S. producers will find new, longer-term
opportunities that will outlive the shale boom
closer to home. BP’s Regional President for
the Gulf of Mexico and Canada, Starlee Sykes,
talked up the super-major’s resource additions in the Gulf. She attributed these to BP’s
breakthroughs in advanced seismic imaging
technology which had allowed it to identify
resources beneath salt layers.
The deepwater Gulf remains very competitive as an investment destination, Sykes
said adding that drilling and completion costs
had reduced by two thirds since 2014, independently of rig rates. These efficiency gains,
and others, are in turn bringing down the
breakeven price per barrel and “fuelling”
new exploration.
new expansion phase
Sykes pointed out that the first well at
Thunder Horse, where BP is now proceeding with a new expansion phase, was drilled
when oil prices were $8-10 per barrel. “If
we could make it work then, imagine what
we could do now,” she said.
Unsurprisingly given the rising prom-

inence of climate change concerns, there
was much discussion at the AIPN 2019 International Petroleum Summit as to how
the industry should be tackling this issue
particularly in the light of international
governmental pressure.
Climate change has political traction
whether you believe in it or not, Gulfport’s
Wood said during his address earlier. The
climate change panelists agreed.
Gaffney, Cline & Associates’ global Head
of Carbon Management, Nigel Jenvey, moderating the session, said there was a “climate
of change”. He said that moves by companies
to address climate concerns were more than
just a marketing exercise. He added, however, that fossil fuels would still be part of the
energy mix in the future, but minimizing,
sequestering and managing greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions would be the key to success.
Renewables still have a long way to go,
it was repeatedly echoed, but operators are
increasingly investing in this sector. Still,
opportunities for new oil developments –
both in the deepwater and onshore – remain
abundant.
(Source: oilandgasmiddleeast.com)
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Integrating renewables into
a reliable power ecosystem
By Morteza Seraj
Balancing renewables represents the most efficient and sustainable
approach to meeting the energy needs we have now, and those of
the next generation. Efficient control hardware combined with
the management and optimization offered by virtual power plants
provides an opportunity to meet that challenge today.
The evolution of control software and electrical hardware solutions for renewable and distributed power generation are two major drivers for potential improvement in energy efficiency in the
power industry.
Combined solutions such as Virtual Power Plants move the concept
on further again: they can be used to support the transition from
traditional energy generation to renewables by offsetting some of the
constraints and variability experienced with green power sources.
Given recent trends in the power generation sector and our
corporate philosophy of contributing to a greener tomorrow, we
have intentionally focused on control and electrical solutions for
renewable and distributed power generation. Integrating renewables into a reliable power ecosystem with virtual power plants
These are two major drivers for improved generating and operational energy efficiency in the power sector.
The sources of energy generation
Over recent decades, we have engineered successful products and
projects for energy from waste (EFW), combined heat and power
(CHP) as well as combined cold, heat and power plants; helping
them become the most efficient sources of energy generation and
transformation they can be.

The other aspect of our contribution towards energy efficiency
lies in how our solutions help end users and small generators to
operate more efficiently.
Whereas one category of customer includes energy producers,
the other also contains energy consumers. With our integrated automation and electrical solutions, we aim to enable both categories
to operate with the highest levels of energy efficiency.
We set out to help power producers and consumers to optimize
their internal consumption by offering them more efficient and
reliable process control options, as well as electrical balance of
plant, solutions.
The Virtual Power Plant (VPP) concept wasn’t consciously developed as an Industry 4.0 solution. It is more, one of many evolutions
in the automation and data processing path which coincides with
within the arena of Industry 4.0. That said, energy management and
monitoring, and Industry 4.0 should not be judged as occupying
two mutually exclusive spaces.
There has been and will always be the need for energy management and monitoring. The quality and capabilities of that functionality however are subject to continuous enhancement with
further developments in data sensing, measuring, transmitting
and processing technologies.
The pace of this development has been exponential in the last
few years preparing the ground to create more value-added solutions like Virtual Power Plants. The catch word for this last phase
of development is Industry 4.0 these days.
We believe Virtual Power Plants can to a great extent support
the transition from traditional energy generation to renewables.
Renewable energies, despite all their indisputable advantages do
also come with considerable disadvantages, limiting the net benefit
for some end users.
For most users, individual renewable energy sources are quite
inflexible, you have power when there is sun shining or the wind
blowing, but your energy consumption patterns do not necessarily
follow the sun or wind.
Secondly, their availability is not fully predictable - just imagine
the situation when you have a blanket dust storm in a desert where
you have installed hundreds of megawatts of solar power.
Renewable energies are of course the most environmentally
friendly sources of power and are becoming cheaper to produce
as well. But every professional in the power industry knows, when
it comes to power, reliability of supply comes first.
This was for a while where conventional power had a dominant
position, flexibility. Our Virtual Power Control however makes
a combination of renewable energies flexible too and therefore
makes them a secure source of power supply. This is done by
coordinating the most economical and available energy generation and storage sources to meet a certain load at any point
of time. This remove a major barrier to maximizing renewable
integration on the grid.
The power sector
Blockchain technology is a current hot topic and does have
the potential to contribute tremendously to a transition by the
power sector from a conventional centrally controlled system to
a distributed and yet secure power matrix.
Since in a blockchain there is no central data storage and
processing location, there are no copies, there is one single entity
of any specific block of data which is distributed between different participating nodes. This unique feature can increase the
robustness of the control and data processing system to outside
cyber threats as one needs to copy the entire distributed system
to be able to manipulate it.
So, blockchain technology can potentially be used to address
the biggest concern of policy makers and regulators with respect
to vulnerability of the power systems of the future to cyber-attacks. However, I must also issue a word of caution and say we
are at the early stages of exploring how blockchain can be used in
our industry. We should take the time and test solutions before
speculating too much about the outcomes.
The combination of currently available technology has the
potential to make far reaching improvements to overall energy
efficiency, both from a generation capacity and distribution point
of view. The application of the latest automation controllers,
power management equipment and software solutions, including
combination systems such as Virtual Power Plants, can be used to
integrate diverse power sources and optimize our power landscape.
(Source: powerengineeringint.com)
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Still, nobody knows what to do with Brexit
Buhari invited Netanyahu as
IMN Members pressure at
Juma’at mosque
By Sadeq Aliyu

ABUJA/ NIGERIA — President Muhammad Buhari has sent
a letter inviting Benjamin Netanyahu, the Prime Minister of
Israel to Nigeria, few days after returning from Saudi Arabia, as
on Friday 24/05/2019 he was pressured to free sheikh Zakzaky
by thousands of members of the Islamic Movement of Nigeria
in the national mosque Abuja.
The authorization of this was proclaimed recently for him
to attend Nigeria’s Democracy Day celebrations coming up on
June 12. Benjamin Netanyahu, is alleged to have participated
in international war criminal and mass murder of Palestinian
women and children, and was said to be the first to recognize and
cheer the murderous and nefarious Zaria massacre. He was also
alleged to have cooperated with the Saudi Arabian monarch to call
Buhari hours into the Zaria carnage to congratulate him in what
he claimed was a noteworthy feat in the war against humanity.
There has also been claims that the fight against the Islamic
Movement and Sheikh Zakzaky is being implemented as a proxy
war for Israel, and bankrolled by Saudi Arabia. Islamic movement
also claim that Buhari is also alleged to have gone to Saudi Arabia
to get further instructions on how to accomplish the assignment
given to him, and he in return is inviting their grand godfather
to come and supervise how it would be proficient accomplished,
which was why El-Rufai and Chief of Army Staff Buratai were
equally summoned in Saudi Arabia too at the same time.
The Islamic Movement however assures “all the evil plotters
within and outside that should Netanyahu decide to honor the
invitation, he will be welcomed by persistence and steadfastness
of the Islamic Movement members”.
While on Friday 24/05/2019 The Shi’ites members stormed
the National Mosque, Abuja, to demand the freedom of Sheik
Ibrahim Zakzaky and wife, Malama Zeenah Zakzaky. While
President Muhammad Buhari came to the mosque to exercise
his Juma’at prayer when the thousands of youths moved in.
They were, however, blocked from entering the mosque by
Police and Soldiers protecting the President. Buhari was smuggled out from the mosque by heavily armed military men, while
Engineer Abdullahi Muhammad Musa of the Academic Forum of
Islamic Movement Speaking at the front of the National Mosque,
saying the youths would continue to protest until sheikh Zakzaky
is released.
“We are still here and if you like, you can come and kill us, we
are ready to die. We have been killed, we have been oppressed
and we have every right to challenge the oppressors. We know
every one of the Army that came to kill our people. There must
be a day that you will face the consequences of innocent people
in Nigeria,” he stated.
The free Zakzaky’s protest storming most of cities in Nigeria
day and night these days, like Kano state and Kaduna state, as
International Qods day is coming soon.
Sheikh Zakzay has been in the detention of the Department
of State Services for almost four years after the military stormed
his hometown in Zaria city Kaduna, killed hundreds of his supporters including his 3 children and burned his Sister Alive.
Although Supreme Court instructed and ordered government
to release him without any condition.

Brecht Jonkers: nation-state
law removed camouflage from
ugly nature of Zionism
TEHRAN (FNA) — Historian and journalist Brecht Jonkers
says that the Nation-State Law officially proved the very nature
of the Zionist entity to be an Apartheid regime founded on the
basis of racial exclusion.
Brecht Jonkers, in an exclusive interview with FNA, said that
the Nation-State Law exposed the bare truth about the Israeli
regime that is “an entity based on land theft and ethnic cleansing, in which one group of people is considered to be a superior
race and the rest as inferior sub-humans”.
Commenting on the Great March of Return rallies the journalist said that the march “proves that no matter how peaceful and
non-violent the Palestinians are, the response by the Zionists
will always be deadly force”.
Brecht Jonkers is a historian and journalist. He is specialized in the Arab world, Islamic society and geopolitical analysis.
He is a frequent expert appearing on alternative media for his
comments on Middle East politics.
FNA has conducted an interview with Brecht Jonkers about
Israel’s brutal crackdown on Palestinian protesters, the Israeli
legislation known as the nation state law and also Trump’s socalled deal of the century.
Below you will find the full text of the interview.
It seems that killing scores of people and maiming thousands more over the past several months aren’t an indication of
what Israel thinks is enough to keep Gaza in check. Do you think
Israel’s deadly clamp down on Palestinian protesters is going
to end anytime soon?
A: The history of the Zionist entity shows that violence and
mass murder are intrinsically tied to the very nature of the regime. From the very start, Zionists have used ethnic cleansing
and disproportionate violence as a tool for achieving their goals.
Just days ago, notorious Zionist mass murderer Shmuel Lahis
died. Lahis was the soldier responsible for the massacre of over
50 Lebanese civilians in the Hula Massacre of 1948. Despite
the absolute monstrosity of the crime and the eyewitness accounts, even from Israeli soldiers, Lahis spent only one year in
jail, received a presidential pardon and was allowed to study for
lawyer, and even rose to lead the Jewish Agency for Israel, the
world’s largest Jewish non-profit organization. It goes to show
just how much racism and violence against other ethnicities is
considered acceptable in Israel.
Gaza is already the world’s largest concentration camp, and
for over a decade has been all but cut off from the world. The
very blockade indicates that Israel is planning on exterminating
the Palestinian inhabitants of the Strip. Knowing this, it would
be very unlikely that Israel will ever loosen its iron fist policy
towards Palestinian protesters.
It’s been a year since the start of the protests known as
the ‘Great March of Return.’ What do you think the march has
accomplished so far?
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British political future in ambiguity
By Saeed Sobhani
TEHRAN—The British Prime Minister’s
resignation on the one hand and the lack
of clarity of the outcome of the country’s
withdrawal from the European Union have
created a vague situation in London. This issue is a source of concern for many western
media. Here are some articles and reports
on the resignation of British Prime Minister:
An iconic image of Theresa May
As Ellen Barry wrote in New York Times ,
An iconic image of Theresa May was published
on the front page of almost every London
newspaper this week, as Britain waited for
her to step down.
It showed her in the back of her car, her
face pale and sheened with sweat, her eyes
red-rimmed and watery. The image resonated because it was nearly identical to one
taken of Margaret Thatcher in November of
1990, as a car whisked her away from her own
resignation. “Tears in the Back Seat,” read
the Daily Mirror’s headline, on both days.
The tears were notable because they
were out of the ordinary. In two years and
10 months as prime minister, Mrs. May has
made toughness into a personal brand, plowing forward even as her hopes of delivering
Brexit faded. It became one of the central
mysteries of British politics: What exactly
would it take for Mrs. May to give up?
The answer became clear on Friday. Contemplating a fourth humiliating defeat in
Parliament, abandoned by the last of her
allies, Mrs. May at last concluded that she
had exhausted every possible pathway to
success. She said she would stand aside as
leader of the Conservative Party on June 7,
but remain as prime minister until a successor was chosen.
Her Brexit strategy has left the country
in dire straits: Its populace is poisonously
divided, its two venerable parties are gravely
damaged, and her likely successors are pushing the hard-line fantasy of a no-deal exit.
She has to date served 1,044 days in office,
one of the shortest tenures of any postwar
prime minister, and her government has
passed fewer pieces of legislation than any
other in the last three decades.
As Mrs. May steps down in comprehensive
defeat, it is in large part because she was slow
to adjust to the political realities of Brexit.
Though she ultimately made clear that she
was not willing to lead the country into a
no-deal exit, she did so only this spring, at
the tail end of the process. Though she finally
reached out beyond her own party, in hopes
of cobbling together a coalition with Labour
centrists, she did so tentatively, and too late.
“She missed her moment,” said Rosa
Prince, the author of a biography of Mrs.
May. “She just didn’t have the flexibility or
insight to change course. She’s like a tanker
that takes forever to change direction, and
then can’t recalibrate when it’s clear the new
course is fatal.”
Tim Bale, a professor of politics at Queen
Mary University, was unsparing, calling Mrs.
May’s time in office “a complete and utter
waste, an exercise in futility.”
“She will be seen as one of the worst-performing prime ministers ever to occupy that
office,” he said. “The idea that history will be
kinder to her in the long run, I think, is for the
birds. It’s something nice that we like to say
about people when we feel sorry for them.”
This was not the way Mrs. May’s story
was supposed to end.
On the heels of the 2016 referendum, she
appealed, to many, as a safe pair of hands,
a dutiful public servant who might be able
to steer the country toward compromise.
The daughter of a small-town vicar, Mrs.
May seemed to hail from a simpler, more
old-fashioned England. A political loner,
she belonged to none of Westminster’s political camps, so was unlikely to be drawn

The British Prime Minister’s resignation
on the one hand and the lack of clarity of
the outcome of the country’s withdrawal
from the European Union have created
a vague situation in London. This issue
is a source of concern for many western
media.
into back-channel squabbles or conspiracy.
As NPR reported,U.K. Prime Minister
Theresa May acknowledged defeat Friday
and announced her resignation as leader
of Britain’s Conservative Party.”It is and
will always remain a matter of deep regret
to me that I have not been able to deliver
Brexit,” said May, standing at a podium in
the sunlight outside No. 10 Downing St. in
London.Intentionally or otherwise, May was
summing up her legacy as most here see it
today. She is the prime minister who spent
nearly three years trying to honor the result
of the landmark 2016 Brexit referendum and,
despite a relentless effort, failed.
In the summer of 2016, May thought she
was the right person at the right moment.
British voters had stunned the world and
voted to take the U.K. out of the European
Union. Then-Prime Minister David Cameron, who had called the vote for political
reasons — never thinking it would actually
pass — resigned.
Boris Johnson, the former mayor of London, emerged as the front-runner to replace
Cameron, but Johnson’s own campaign manager publicly torpedoed his efforts, leaving
May the only viable candidate left standing.
Many believe running for prime minister
was May’s first big mistake.
“It was entirely a poisoned chalice,” says
Nicholas Allen, who teaches politics at Royal
Holloway, University of London. “The odds
were always stacked against her. No prime
minister, certainly since 1945, has faced such
a large set of challenges with simultaneously
such a hugely divided, unleadable party.”
May’s task was mind-boggling.
She had to contend with Scottish National
Party leaders who were angry about Brexit
and threatening to hold a second independence referendum that could split the United
Kingdom. Brexit also threatened the future of
the Irish border because it would create two
separate economies on the island of Ireland
where there has been just one.
May had to negotiate a divorce agreement
with the EU after more than four decades of
integration and try to steer the deal through
a Parliament and a Conservative Party that
were deeply split. Lawmakers who had voted
to stay in the EU were pitted against hardcore Brexiteers, who wanted a clean break

with Europe despite the economic damage
it could cause the country.
“We have the challenge of Brexit, and Brexit
does mean Brexit, and we’re going to make a
success of it,” May said in July 2016, trying
to strike a confident tone.
But the next year, she made an error from
which she never recovered. Determined to
increase her majority in Parliament to push
through a Brexit deal, she called an early
election.”The choice at the election is clear,”
she told British voters in April 2017. “Strong
and stable leadership with me in the national
interest or a hung parliament and coalition
of chaos under Jeremy Corbyn,” the leader
of the opposition Labour Party.
May’s decision did not seem like folly
at the time. The Conservatives were way
ahead in the polls and many expected they
would rack up big gains in the elections. But
Corbyn proved formidable and many voters
found May to be a dreadful campaigner,
as she repeated slogans, including “strong
and stable,” that won her the nickname the
Maybot and inspired memes and remixes
on the Internet.
On June 8, 2017, as the results came in
on election night, it became clear May had
made a big miscalculation. The Conservatives
lost their majority. The party was forced to
enter into a deal with the Democratic Unionist Party of Northern Ireland to pass major
legislation.
At times, the prime minister seemed hapless. At the Conservative Party conference
that fall, she suffered a coughing fit that went
on and on. As she struggled, letters from the
party’s slogan fell off the wall behind her.
The Conservatives’ message was literally and
figuratively falling apart. At the party conference in 2018, May joked about the debacle.
“I’ve been up all night super-gluing the
backdrop,” she said to the laughter of fellow
party members.
In negotiations last year, the EU pressed
May to accept the U.K. remaining in a temporary customs arrangement to avoid a hard
border on the island of Ireland. Many in Parliament saw it as a threat to British sovereignty
and the House of Commons defeated the deal
by a historic margin of 230 votes.
May’s Resignation Throws a Fractured
Britain Into Further Turmoil

Also Benjamin Mueller and Stephen Castle
wrote in New York Times that
Prime Minister Theresa May announced
her resignation on Friday after three years
of trying and failing to pull Britain out of the
European Union, throwing her country into
an unpredictable situation and setting off
a bare-knuckled contest among other Conservative lawmakers to replace her.
As she stood behind a lectern outside 10
Downing Street, Mrs. May admitted that a
different leader was needed to shepherd the
split, known as Brexit. But she also warned
that the unyielding stance taken by the hardline factions of lawmakers who had proved
her undoing would have to change.
“To succeed, he or she will have to find
consensus in Parliament where I have not,”
Mrs. May said. “Such a consensus can only
be reached if those on all sides of the debate
are willing to compromise.”
Whether such compromise is even possible
in Britain’s polarized politics is unclear at best.
Brexit has splintered both the Conservatives and the opposition Labour Party into
warring factions since the referendum that
narrowly approved the departure on June
23, 2016. A second referendum that could
keep Britain in the European Union remains
a distant possibility.
But many Conservative lawmakers have
grown more hard-line during Mrs. May’s long,
fractious tenure and now support leaving
the bloc with no withdrawal deal at all — a
move opposed by a majority in Parliament
and one that most analysts warn could bring
dire economic consequences.
Mrs. May’s departure, eagerly anticipated
even by members of her own cabinet, is
certain to mean a politically charged summer in Britain. Mrs. May said she would
step down as Conservative Party leader on
June 7, a few days after President Trump
makes an official state visit. The contest to
succeed her will begin the following week,
and Mrs. May will remain in office until
her successor is chosen.
Brexit, meanwhile, will remain in a state
of suspended animation until a new leader
is chosen. Britain was originally scheduled
to leave the European bloc on March 29, but
the deadline was extended to Oct. 31 after
Parliament refused three times to pass the
withdrawal agreement that Mrs. May had
negotiated with European leaders.
Boris Johnson, the former foreign secretary
and a hard-line supporter of Brexit, on Friday
signaled an unflinching attitude, foreshadowing the tone for a leadership contest. He
is a leading contender to replace Mrs. May.
“We will leave the E.U. on Oct. 31, deal
or no deal,” Mr. Johnson told an economic
conference. “The way to get a good deal is
to prepare for a no deal.”
Opposition figures relished Mrs. May’s
departure. Jeremy Corbyn, the Labour
leader who has sparred relentlessly with the
prime minister in the House of Commons,
described her resignation as an indictment
of a Conservative Party riven for decades
by the issue of Britain’s membership in the
European Union.
Mr. Corbyn said she had “now accepted
what the country has known for months: She
cannot govern, and nor can her divided and
disintegrating party.”
Lawmakers from Mrs. May’s own side
were more generous, despite many of them
having been involved in back-room machinations to oust her and having already begun campaigning in private to succeed her.
Mrs. May’s government — deeply divided,
and sometimes chaotic — suffered around
three dozen ministerial resignations during
her tenure.
Finally, most Western media believe the
resignation of the British prime minister will
add to the political and economic uncertainties of the country.

China will emerge victorious from U.S. tech crackdown folly
By Shen Yi
Global Time — U.S. tech firms, including Google, Intel
and Qualcomm and Xilinx have reportedly cut off their supply deals with Huawei. There is no doubt that the Chinese
tech giant is under pressure, but it has shown a strong will
to resist the pressure, rather than throwing in the towel.
Things have gone beyond predictions that once a technologically advanced country imposes sanctions on a backward one, the less advanced side will have no choice but to
surrender immediately.
Huawei has two sets of responses. First, it has a backup
plan and all its “spare tires” - extra components that Huawei
has prepared in case of a U.S. supply cut-off - will be used.
Second, Huawei’s stockpiling of components and supply
chain resilience would enable it to get through roughly six
to 12 months. During this period, companies that suspend
supplies to Huawei will also suffer financial losses.
Cutting off supplies to Huawei would have a catastrophic
impact on global 5G network building. The U.S. is dragging
down global 5G networks for its own interests, to safeguard
its so-called security.
Hegemony is the biggest threat to the global supply chain.
In the era of globalization, any modern industry has to rely on
a global supply chain, which is based on maximizing benefit.

To ensure that a supply chain runs smoothly, everyone
must have a tacit understanding that no one can threaten
the safety and stability of a global supply chain for their own
ends - a default rule of the game. If the U.S. breaks the rule,
how can any U.S. company be trusted? Do other countries
still dare to use advanced American technology products?
Which country can ensure that it will never pose a threat to
the U.S.? At present, it’s not that Beijing has posed any real
threats to Washington, but U.S. President Donald Trump’s
administration believes it has.
The global 5G industry, and all nations, are facing a common
issue - how to ensure the safety of the global supply chain.
There are two choices. First, never go against the U.S.
Second, try to exclude such an irresponsible country from
the industry.
To some extent, in the context of 5G, the U.S. moves
make it an enemy of the rest of the world. What the U.S. is
doing is posing a threat to the world.
Halting supplies to Huawei would have a negative influence on the U.S. It would suffer a financial loss, as doing
business with Huawei can bring benefits that cannot be
matched by other companies.
Furthermore, U.S. business reputation would be damaged, which would lead to an unfavorable position for it in
future. For example, choosing between a more advanced

U.S. company or a less advanced non-U.S. one, the non-U.S.
enterprise would be selected because of its reliability - it will
never cut off supplies.
The U.S. has been abusing its strategic capital accumulated
by its soft power for decades. Trump’s moves may create
troubles for America’s descendants: How could they convince the rest of world that innovation from the U.S. is safe?
In the near future, Washington may continue to crack
down on Huawei, but the Chinese tech giant is not a company the U.S. can suppress willfully. The U.S. cannot crush
Huawei. But if Huawei collapses, no one benefits.
If the U.S. continues such actions, some people, not
China, but the real owners of the U.S. - capitalists - would
interfere. Don’t forget that the U.S. is a capitalist country.
If suppressing the Chinese company leads to a severe
fall in technology stocks, U.S. capitalists would not be
indifferent.
But it needs a lot of time. During this process, China cannot avoid paying a price and will have a difficult time. But
Huawei still has a domestic market of more than a billion
Chinese people and the market of the Third World countries.
When the Trump administration cracks down on Huawei,
the U.S. also goes through hard times. The final victory will
certainly be China’s, but China must have adequate determination and endurance
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“The second major change in OPEC
1
is that its second-most important player, after
Saudi Arabia, is now Russia, despite not being
an official member of OPEC at all. The OPEC+
deal reaffirmed the newfound role of Russia, the
world’s largest crude oil producer, in managing
world oil prices with Saudi Arabia.
This new alliance between Saudi Arabia and
Russia in managing world oil markets marks
an important shift. Deepening and possibly
formalizing the Saudi-Russian oil alliance
marks a potentially historic shift for OPEC,
as the decision-making power is almost completely concentrated in the hands of Riyadh and
Moscow to the detriment of other members
left with little or no say.
Against the backdrop of the current market
realities, with well defined shares of specific
producers, it is quite probable to expect that
the Iran’s share will most probably be grabbed
by Russia and Saudi Arabia and other Gulf
spare capacity holders.”
He added, “The New wave of the U.S. sanctions is a serious challenge to the viability of the
IRI’s Eastern Strategy, a policy of preferential
development of relations with Russia, China
and India as an alternative to the West.”
“Naturally, Iranian strategy will have to
take into account Russia, China and India’s
strategic outlooks. The three countries will
have to balance their geo-economic interests
with the U.S. on one hand and Iran on the
other. The three countries are likely to use
their cooperation with Iran as leverage in
their respective bilateral relationships with
the Trump administration.
Moscow is tied to Tehran with a network
of relations ranging from massive military
hardware procurements, and diplomatic
support in the UN, to a broad cooperation in
the energy sphere including nuclear, gas and
oil and military cooperation in Syria. A factor
of particular importance is the fact that Russia
is one the world’s leading oil producers, the
second importer and the holder of significant
spare capacity.
Formally not an OPEC member Moscow,
nevertheless has a say in its decisions through
the OPEC plus mechanism and actively influ-
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Saudi-Russian oil alliance marks a potentially
historic shift for OPEC: Prof. Bininachvili

ences the policy of this organization through
coordination agreement it has with the OPEC’s
leader Saudi Arabia. Russia also has willingness
not to miss at any opportunity to challenge
the US interests.
Russia is in a prime position to deliver the oil
removed from markets because of U.S. sanctions
against Iran, which will result in development
of cooperation between Moscow and countries important to American foreign policy.
Thus, Russia will gain new leverage against
the United States.
Additionally, and no less importantly, Russia
is ready to increase its export. Despite cooperating with Iran on many issues, Russia has
a good chance to grab a significant chunk of
Iranian market share. Any increase in sales of
Russian oil will soften the blow of U.S. sanctions
on global oil markets. This indirectly supports
U.S. foreign policy, providing the Kremlin with
a card in relations with Washington.”
Bininachvili went on to say, “Whatever
the state of relations between Moscow and
Washington, Russia will contribute to easing
the impact of Iranian oil removal from global
markets. Economically, Russian producers and
the state budget desperately need new revenues. Therefore Moscow tries to keep oil ex-

port generated cash flow stable by increasing
export satisfying the growing global demand,
especially in Asia. Among the buyers of Iranian oil there are countries, mostly in Asia,
important to U.S. foreign policy. By developing
energy cooperation with them, Moscow gets an
opportunity to deepen bilateral partnerships
with these states on issues that are important
to Washington, such as issues tied to North
Korea or Afghanistan.”
“The EU, despite its vocal criticism of
Trump’s Iran policy, is yet to make any actual moves against the United States. The EU
cost-benefit analysis is not in Iran’s favor.
Arguably, the same is correct for China:
among many issues with the United States the
issue of Iranian oil is hardly on the top of the
Beijing’s agenda.
Russia might very well be the only player
willing and able to help Iran while undercutting
the market positions lost due to U.S. sanctions.
For example, Russia may be interested in
buying Iranian oil.
The conflict in Syria has proved that Moscow
and Tehran may disagree on some issues while
productively cooperating on many others.”
“Although Trump administration has warned
Moscow against any actions that could help the

Islamic Republic evade the measures, Russia
may try to help Iran counter U.S. attempts to
throttle its oil sales when sanctions come into
effect by trading Tehran’s crude in defiance of
Washington. But Russia is looking to “continue developing” its trading of Iranian oil,
which it sells to third countries under a 2014
oil-for-goods deal, regardless of the sanctions.
The 2014 deal between Russia and Iran uses
a formerly dormant Soviet state enterprise,
Promsyryoimport. The amount traded has been
around 100,000 barrels a day of Iranian crude,
according to both countries’ ministers, though it
is unclear who has bought the oil. In exchange,
Tehran uses the revenue to pay for Russian
goods and services such as power generation,
railway infrastructure or agricultural products.
The 2014 Russia-Iran deal allows for an
increase in currently-traded volumes and Iran
will be looking for additional buyers if some
of its regular customers turn away when the
sanctions take effect.
Both Russia and Iran are part of a 24-country
coalition between OPEC and non-OPEC oil
producers to regulate their output to try and
balance oil markets over the past two years. Mr
Novak said in November 2018 that the threat of
U.S. retaliation for handling Iranian crude did
not concern Moscow. “We already live in the
conditions of sanctions,” he said. “We do not
recognize the sanctions introduced unilaterally
without the United Nations, we consider those
methods illegal per se.”
A number of countries which enjoyed U.S.
waivers for some time can also develop their
political partnerships with Russia based on
increased energy cooperation. Indian leadership is hardly satisfied with U.S. sanctions
against Iran messing with Indian energy security. Turkey, Italy, and Greece already hardly
belong to the countries providing the United
States with full support in its effort to contain
Russia. Energy cooperation is among the main
reasons for that pushback. President Trump
decisively conducts the campaign of pressure
and sanctions against the Islamic Republic
and such campaign leads to complications
for the United States elsewhere, sometimes
unknowingly playing into Russia’s hands.”

Election-Meddling follies, 1945-2019
By Tom Engelhardt
Antiwar - In this country, reactions to the Mueller report
have been all-American beyond belief. Let’s face it, when it
comes to election meddling, it’s been me, me, me, 24/7 here.
Yes, in some fashion some set of Russians meddled in the last
election campaign, whether it was, as Jared Kushner improbably claimed, “a couple of Facebook ads” or, as the Mueller
report described it, “the Russian government interfer[ing]…
in sweeping and systematic fashion.”
But let me mention just a few of the things that we didn’t
learn from the Mueller report. We didn’t learn that Russian
agents appeared at Republican Party headquarters in 2016 with
millions of dollars in donations to influence the coming election.
(Oops, my mistake! That was CIA agents in the Italian election
of 1948!) We didn’t learn that a Russian intelligence agency
in combination with Chinese intelligence, aided by a major
Chinese oil company, overthrew an elected U.S. president and
installed Donald Trump in the White House as their autocrat of
choice. (Oops, my mistake again! That was the CIA, dispatched
by an American president, and British intelligence, with the
help of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, later BP. In 1953, they
overthrew Mohammad Mossadegh, the elected prime minister
of Iran, and installed the young Shah as an autocratic ruler,
the very first – but hardly the last – time the CIA successfully
ousted a foreign government.) We didn’t learn that key advisers
to Russian President Vladimir Putin were in close touch with
rogue elements of the U.S. military preparing to stage a coup
d’état in Washington, kill President Barack Obama in a direct
assault on the White House, and put the head of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff in office. (Sorry, again my slip-up and full apologies!
That was President Richard Nixon’s adviser Henry Kissinger
in contact with Chilean military officers who, on September 11,
1973 – the first 9/11 – staged an armed uprising during which
Salvador Allende, the democratically elected socialist president
of that country, died and army commander-in-chief Augusto
Pinochet took power.) We didn’t learn that, at the behest of
Vladimir Putin, Russian secret service agents engaged in a
series of plots to poison or in some other fashion assassinate
Barack Obama during his presidency and, in the end, had at
least a modest hand in encouraging those who did kill him
after he left office. (Oh, wait, I was confused on that one, too.
I was actually thinking about the plots, as the 1960s began, to
do in Congolese Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba.) Nor, for
that matter, did we learn that the Russian military launched a
regime-change-style invasion of this country to unseat an American president and get rid of our weapons of mass destruction
and then occupied the country for years after installing Donald
Trump in power. (Sorry one more time! What I actually had in
mind before I got so muddled up was the decision of the top
officials of President George W. Bush’s administration, in the
wake of the 9/11 attacks, to launch a “regime-change” invasion
of Iraq in 2003, based on fraudulent claims that Iraqi despot
Saddam Hussein was developing weapons of mass destruction,
and install a government of their choice in Baghdad.)
No, none of that happened here. Still, even though most
Americans might find it hard to believe, we weren’t exactly the
first country to have an election meddled with by an intrusive
foreign power with an agenda all its own! And really, my examples above just begin an endless list of events the Mueller
report didn’t mention, ones that most Americans no longer
know anything about or we wouldn’t have acted as if the Russian
election intervention of 2016 stood essentially alone in history.
I don’t, however, want that to sound like blame. After all, if
you lived in the United States in these years and didn’t already
know the secret history of American intervention and regime

change across the globe from the end of World War II to the
collapse of the Soviet Union, you could be forgiven for thinking
that never had anyone done anything quite so dastardly as did
the Putin regime in attempting to hack and alter the results of
an American election. In the media, that Russian intervention
has (with the rarest of exceptions) been covered as if it were an
event unique in history. Admittedly, whatever the Russians
did do in 2016 to lend a hand to Donald Trump, they didn’t
plan a coup d’état; it wasn’t an assassination attempt; and it
wasn’t, in the normal sense, what has come to be known as
“regime change.”
A World of Chaos Without End
Let’s start with one thing that should have been (but wasn’t)
obvious since the first reports on Russian meddling in the
election campaign of 2016 began to appear. Historically speaking, such a plan fits well with a classic Russian tradition. As
scholar Dov Levin discovered in studying “partisan election
interventions” from 1946 to 2000, the Russians – the Soviet
Union until 1991 – engaged in a staggering 36 of them globally.
If, however, you jumped to the conclusion that such an
impressive cumulative figure gave the Russians the world’s
record for election meddling, think again. In fact, it left them
languishing in a distant second place when it came to interfering
in other countries’ elections over more than four decades. The
United States took the crown with, by Levin’s count, a distinctly
imperial 81 interventions! (USA! USA!)
Put another way, the two Cold War superpowers together meddled in approximately “one of every nine competitive
elections” in that era in at least 60 countries covering every
part of the planet but Oceania. Moreover, only seven of them
were in the same election in the same country at the same time.
And elections are but one part of a story of meddling on a
scale that has been historically remarkable. In her book Covert
Regime Change, Lindsey O’Rourke notes that between 1947 and
1989, a span of nine Cold War-era American administrations,
the least number of “U.S.-backed regime-change attempts” per
president was three (Gerald Ford’s administration), the most
30 (Dwight D. Eisenhower’s). Harry Truman’s administration
came in second with 21, Lyndon Johnson’s third with 19, Ronald
Reagan’s fourth with 16, John F. Kennedy’s fifth with 15, and
Richard Nixon’s sixth with 10.
And keep in mind that, while such numbers remain unprecedented, despite a number of short-term successes from
Iran to Guatemala, this was not generally a notable record
of success in remaking the world in the image Washington
desired. Many of those regime-change attempts, especially
against countries in the Soviet bloc, failed dismally. Others
created chaos or regimes that not only did their citizens little
good but didn’t end up doing much for Washington either. Still,
that didn’t stop one administration after another from trying,
which is why the numbers remain mind-boggling.
And then the Soviet Union imploded and there was but a
“sole” superpowerleft on Planet Earth. Its leaders had no doubt
that its ultimate moment had come and it was to be no less than
“the end of history”! The planet was obviously Washington’s
for the taking. No more need for subterfuge, subtle election
meddling, secret support for dissidents, or even covert regime
change, not when the only opposition to an American planet was
a few weak “rogue states” (think: the “axis of evil,” also known
as Iran, Iraq, and North Korea), a desperately weakened and
impoverished but still nuclear-armed Russia, and a modestly
rising future power in Asia.
And then, of course, came 9/11, that staggering act of blowback – in part from one of the great “successes” of CIA covert
action in the Cold War, the decisive defeat of the Red Army
in Afghanistan thanks to the funding and arming of a set of

extremist Islamist militants, a war in which a young Saudi
named Osama bin Laden gained a certain modest reputation.
On that day in 2001, the last superpower, the one exceptional
nation, became the planet’s greatest victim and all hell was let
loose (just as bin Laden hoped it would be).
In response, in a world without other superpowers, the
country with, as one president proudly put it, “the finest fighting force that the world has ever known” no longer needed
to meddle secretly (or at least in a fashion that allowed for
“plausible deniability”). With the invasion of Afghanistan that
October, open regime change became the order of the day.
Iraq would come in 2003, Libya in 2011. The U.S. Air Force
and the CIA’s drones would bomb and missile at least seven
countries across the Greater Middle East and North Africa
repeatedly in the years to come, helping reduce great cities to
rubble, uprooting and displacing massive numbers of people,
creating failed statesgalore, and setting in motion forces that,
from Pakistan to Syria, Yemen to Niger, would in turn unsettle
a significant part of the planet.
And, of course, it would all prove to be a militarized failure
of the first order. And yet, with a potential new conflict ramping
up in Iran and the U.S. still fighting in Afghanistan almost 18
years later, America’s wars show little sign of winding down.
Only recently, for instance, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff assured a group of senators that the American military
would “need to maintain a counterterrorism presence as long
as an insurgency continues in Afghanistan,” which should be
considered the very definition of a forever war. Think of it as
a world of chaos without end and now consider again that
Russian meddling in an American election.
Exceptional Meddling
By the way, whatever the Russians did in 2016 (or may do
in the future to American or other elections) is deplorable and
should be denounced, no matter how slapdash it might have
been. After all, as Dov Levin discovered, it doesn’t necessarily
take much to affect the result of an election in another country.
Here’s his conclusion for election meddling in the Cold War era:
“I find that an electoral intervention in favor of one of the
sides contesting [an] election has a statistically significant effect, increasing its vote share by about 3%. Such an effect can
have major ‘real life’ implications. For example, such a swing
in the vote share from the winner to the loser in the 14 U.S.
presidential elections occurring since 1960 would have been
sufficient to change the identity of the winner in seven of these
elections.” As we all know, a 3% shift in the 2016 election in
several states would have made a staggering difference. After
all, as the Washington Post reported, in Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, Donald Trump beat Hillary Clinton by
“0.2, 0.7, and 0.8 percentage points, respectively – and by
10,704, 46,765, and 22,177 votes. Those three wins gave him
46 electoral votes; if Clinton had done one point better in each
state, she’d have won the electoral vote, too.”
So the issue isn’t faintly whether Russian electoral meddling
was despicable or not. The issue is that it’s been covered here,
like so much else has in this century, as yet another case of
American exceptionalism (but never narcissism). As on 9/11
– forget that first 9/11 in Chile – we eternally stand alone in
our experiences because, by definition, we are the special ones,
the ones who matter.
In the case of election meddling, however, this country just
joined a moiling crowd of the interfered with – and largely by
us. It was a classic case of getting a taste of one’s own medicine
and not liking it one bit. It should have taught us a lesson about
our own global behavior since World War II. Instead, it’s simply continued us on a path of exceptional meddling that will
prove someday to have been one of the great follies in history.
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Brecht Jonkers: nation-state
law removed camouflage from
ugly nature of Zionism

A: Most importantly, the marches have shown that
6
the Palestinians will not give up the fight for their land and their
fundamental human rights. The people of Gaza have shown that
they will keep on fighting, even after 70 years of occupation and
over a decade of total blockade of Gaza.
Secondly, the Great March of Return proves that no matter
how peaceful and non-violent the Palestinians are, the response by
Zionists will always be deadly force. It has proven once again that
the Israeli claim that they only use violence against “terrorists”
is a lie. The Western governments love speaking on how both
sides should remain peaceful and not engage in violence. Well,
the Great March of Return has shown that the people of Gaza
are willing to use non-violent means, but that they will always
be met with extremely violent reactions from Tel Aviv.
How do you think the US and some Arab states are complicit in crimes against the Palestinians, specially in light of the
discreet links between Israel and Saudi Arabia and other Persian
Gulf states?
A: It is no longer a secret that certain [Persian] Gulf states
such as Saudi Arabia and Bahrain are cooperating with the Zionist entity. There have been significant steps towards so-called
“normalization” between the Western-backed puppet states in
the [Persian] Gulf and Israel, especially in terms of sports and
cultural exchanges.
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, the Saudi-owned puppet ‘government’ of Yemen, and even Jordan and
Kuwait participated in the Warsaw Conference in February, a
summit held for the sole purpose of pushing through the US-Israeli agenda of regime change and increased imperialist control
over the Middle East. The Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia, Abdul
Aziz Al-Sheikh, and the head of the Saudi-controlled Wahhabi
organization known as the “World Muslim League”, Abdul Karim
Issa, have openly voiced their support for Zionism.
The United States itself has always been the most stalwart
ally of Zionism. From sending billions of dollars worth of aid
and military equipment every single year, to viciously slandering
and attacking any US politician who dares say even one critical
thing about Israel, Zionism has become part and parcel of US
politics. Under Trump, the US has completely lost any shred of
credibility when it recognized the city of Jerusalem al-Quds as
“capital of Israel”.
In July 2018, the so-called nation state law was adopted
by Israeli Knesset. What do you think the legislation shows about
the nature of the regime in Tel Aviv?
A: The Nation-State Bill only officially confirmed the nature
of the Zionist entity as it has been ever since 1948. Israel was
founded on the basis of racial exclusion and Apartheid thinking.
The 2018 law calling Israel the “historical homeland of the Jewish
people” is the logical consequence of decades of Zionism and
institutionalized racism.
If anything, the Nation-State Bill has removed any camouflage
from the ugly nature of Zionism, and shows Israel for what it is:
an entity based on land theft and ethnic cleansing, in which one
group of people is considered to be a superior race and the rest
as inferior sub-humans.
Many believe that the continuing illegal Israeli settlement
activities have hammered nail after nail into the coffin of a diplomatic solution. What do you think about that?
A: The construction of illegal Jewish-only settlements on the
West Bank have proven that the 1993 Oslo Accord have completely
and utterly failed. When the peace agreement was signed, some
hoped that this would put an end to the conflict once and for all.
They sacrificed over half of Palestine for the sake of this agreement, as it meant that the Palestinian Authority had to officially
recognize Zionist rule over the land they claimed as “Israel”.
But even this massive sacrifice proved to not be enough for the
Zionist settlers. They were not content with occupying everything
outside of Gaza and the West Bank. And so the illegal colonization
began. And it has continued to go on, with direct support from Tel
Aviv and international Zionist organizations and with implicit
acceptance by Europe and the United States. While most of the
world stood by quietly, Israel gradually extended its colonial
grasp over the last areas still under Palestinian control.
This has resulted in a situation where even in the West Bank,
in what is universally recognized as part of the State of Palestine, only 3% of the territory is fully controlled and ruled by the
Palestinian Authority. And even in those areas, the Israeli army
regularly conducts raids with impunity.
The current administration in the US has been boasting
about their new plan for Palestine and even calling it the deal
of the century. What do you think would be in the new deal for
Palestinians?
A: The Trump administration is basically shedding any pretence of impartiality or interest in a peace agreement, and has
instead opted by an open and blatant anti-Palestinian and radically Zionist approach to the issue. The recognition of Jerusalem
al-Quds as “capital of Israel” is one of the best examples of this.
Washington seeks to completely remove the issue by having Israel
colonize every last part of Palestine, thus “solving” the conflict
in their opinion.
While Palestine has suffered from every US administration
since 1948, the Trump government is special in how unapologetically Zionist it is. The so-called “deal of the century” could
just prove to be the worst thing to happen to Palestine since the
Naksah of 1967.
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Apt in Fereshteh
5th floor, 270 sq.m, 4 Bdrs.
one suite, unfurn, spj, parking
Price: negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in Elahieh
duplex, 3000 sq.m land
furn/unfurn, 500 sq.m built up
Beautiful garden, parking
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Luxury Apt in Niavaran
brand new, 4th floor, 700 sq.m
3 master bedrooms., unfurn
equipped kitchen, spj
storage, 3 parking spots
$5300
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Triplex Villa in Jordan
1380 sq.m land, 2000 sq.m built
up, furn, outdoor swimming pool,
yard, parking
4-side entrances
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Modern Apt in Zafaranieh
brand new, 12th floor, 320 sq.m
3 Bdrs., unfurn, spj
elevator, parking
$4300
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in
North Sheykh Bahayi
triplex, 500 sq.m built up
3 Bdrs., fully furn, indoor Jacuzzi,
indoor swimming pool yard,
parking, $4000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Qeytarieh
2th floor, 164 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
furn, equipped kitchen
renovated, 2 parking spots
$1500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Triplex Villa in Zafar
700 sq.m, 5 Bdrs., furn, Jacuzzi
renovated, green garden, one 100
sq.m separate suite
with 2 Bdrs., $6500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Jordan
almost new, 4th floor, 100 sq.m
2 Bdrs., furn, balcony
storage, parking
$1500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Duplex Villa in Zafaranieh
650 sq.m land, 650 sq.m built up
7 Bdrs., unfurn, nice garden
Renovated, parking, $10000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Mahmoodieh
3th floor, 250 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
unfurn, equipped kitchen, spj
elevator, parking
$3500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

MAY 26, 2019

Apt in Mahmoodieh
3 floors, one apt 90 sq.m with
1 Bdr, 3 apts 170 sq.m with
3 Bdrs., unfurn, equipped kitchen
elevator, lobby parking
Price: negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Office in North Shirazi
administrative office license
brand new, 6 floors, 6 units
each unit 120 sq.m flat
5 parking spots, $12000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Triplex Villa
in Shahrak Qarb
1000 sq.m land, 750 sq.m built up,
8 Bdrs., fully furn sauna Jacuzzi,
outdoor swimming pool, parking,
$10000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Jordan
70 sq.m with 1 Bdr., furn
renovated, parking
$400
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building in Zafaranieh
brand new, 5 floors, each
floor 310 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
indoor sauna, indoor Jacuzzi
2 parking spots for each apt
Price negotiable
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in South Dibaji
almost new, 4th floor, 150 sq.m,
3 Bdrs., furn, balcony sauna
swimming pool
storage, parking
$1200
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole building in
Shahrak Qarb
apts, 220 sq.m built up 4
from 75 sq.m to 150 sq.m
elevator, 6 parking spots, $4000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in North Shirazi
7th floor , 120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
furn, balcony, parking
$1000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building Near Vanak
4 floors, 6 apts totally
120 to 300 sq.m, elevator
parking
Price negotiable
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building in Darous
3 floors, 700 sq.m land
900 sq.m built up, unfurn
outdoor awimming pool parking
$11000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Qualified and interested parties please contact email
address:

with resume & further information.

Apt in Evin
300 sq.m, 3 Bdr., unfurn, spj
elevator, 30 sq,m terrace
storage, parking
$1800
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Office in Saadat Abad
administrative office license
4 units, 750 sq.m, parking
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

A development company in outskirt of Tehran needs a
project manager for residential/commercial complex
with the following qualifications:
Education: Master’s degree in Civil Engineering or
MBA or Architecture & Planning
Experience: Min. 10 years
Age: 35
Fluent in English
Knowledge of finance, economic development
Experience: in Gov’t. agencies & municipalities,
responsible in logistics of zero to hundred in management,
work under stress
Knowledge of related computer files, Excel, AutoCAD, etc.

mmonfaredio@gmail.com.

Apt in Fereshteh
90 sq.m, 1 Bdr., furn
spj, parking
long & short term
$50 daily
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

VIP

GROUP

Professional Housing Agency

Going above and beyond
to find your next home.
It’s a true pleasure to introduce ourselves as
one of the oldest and best agencies in Tehran.
We were honored to find demanded property
for embassies and foreign countries for more
than 15 years.
Best prices and strong contracts are guaranteed.
The best advertisement is a great reputation.
WhatsApp/call : Shayan +98 912 285 0 415
Kia +98 912 357 17 76
Email: sh_vipgroup@yahoo. com

TIran’s
EHRAN TIMES
Leading International
Daily

Advertising Dept

Apt. for Rent

Sa’adatabad-Farhang Sq.
120 sq.m, 2 beds, 8th floor,
very beautiful, storage &
parking, furnished
Offer $1500 (negotiable)

0912-1187029
(Gerami)

Occasion furnished
3bdrs apartment for
rent in Jordan, close to
Pakistani school
200m2, 2nd floor, indoor
swimming pool, and so on
Less than 950$.!!

09121999878
Arash

Tel: 021 - 430 51 450
times1979@gmail.com
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Hidden winds on Jupiter may be messing
with its enormous magnetic field
Jupiter’s magnetic field has changed since
the 1970s, and physicists have proved it.
That’s not exactly a surprise. Earth’s
magnetic field, the only planetary field for
which we have good ongoing measurements,
changes all the time. But the new information
is important, because these small changes
reveal hidden details of a planet’s internal
“dynamo,” the system that produces its
magnetic field.
In a paper published May 20 in the journal
Nature Astronomy, a team of researchers
looked at magnetic field data from four past
missions to Jupiter (Pioneer 10, which reached
Jupiter in 1973; Pioneer 11, which reached
Jupiter in 1974; Voyager 1, which reached
Jupiter in 1979; and Ulysses, which reached
Jupiter in 1992).
They compared that data to a map of
the planet’s magnetic field produced by the
spacecraft Juno, which conducted the most
recent and most thorough probe of the giant
planet. In 2016, Juno orbited very close to
Jupiter, passing from pole to pole, gathering
detailed gravitational and magnetic field data.
That allowed researchers to develop a thorough
model of the planet’s magnetic field and some
detailed theories as to how it’s produced.
The researchers behind this paper showed
that data from those four older probes, though
more limited (each of them just swung by the
planet once), didn’t quite fit with the 2016
model of Jupiter’s magnetic field.
“Finding something as minute as these
changes in something so immense as Jupiter’s
magnetic field was a challenge,” Kimee Moore,

a Juno scientist at Harvard and lead author
on the paper, said in a statement. “Having a
baseline of close-up observations over four
decades long provided us with just enough
data to confirm that Jupiter’s magnetic field
does indeed change over time.”
One challenge: The researchers were only
interested in changes to Jupiter’s internal
magnetic field, but the planet also has magnetism
coming from its upper atmosphere. Charged
particles from volcanic eruptions on Io,
Jupiter’s most volatile moon, end up in the
Jovian magnetosphere and ionosphere (a region

of charged particles in the outer reaches of
Jupiter’s atmosphere) and can also change the
magnetic field. But the researchers developed
methods to subtract those effects from their
data set, leaving them with data based almost
entirely on the internal dynamo of the planet.
So the question was, what caused the
changes to happen? What’s going on in
Jupiter’s dynamo?
The researchers looked at several different
causes of magnetic field changes. Their data
most closely matched the predictions of a
model in which winds in the planet’s interior

change the magnetic field.
“These winds extend from the planet’s
surface to over 1,860 miles (3,000 kilometers)
deep, where the planet’s interior begins
changing from gas to highly conductive
liquid metal,” the statement said.
In truth, researchers can’t see that deep into
Jupiter, so the depth measurements are really
best estimates, with several uncertainties,
the researchers wrote in the paper. Still,
scientists have robust theories to explain
how the winds behave.
“They are believed to shear the magnetic
fields, stretching them and carrying them
around the planet,” the statement said.
Most of those wind-driven changes seem
to be concentrated in Jupiter’s Great Blue
Spot, a region of intense magnetic energy
near Jupiter’s equator. (This is not the same
thing as the Great Red Spot.) The northern
and southern parts of the blue spot are
shifting east on Jupiter, and the central
third is shifting west, causing changes to
the planet’s magnetic field.
“It is incredible that one narrow magnetic hot
spot, the Great Blue Spot, could be responsible
for almost all of Jupiter’s secular variation, but
the numbers bear it out,” Moore said in the
statement. “With this new understanding of
magnetic fields, during future science passes
we will begin to create a planetwide map of
Jupiter’s [magnetic] variation. It may also
have applications for scientists studying
Earth’s magnetic field, which still contains
many mysteries to be solved.”
(Source: Live Science)

“Phenomenal” 2,300-year-old bark shield found in Leicestershire
An “astonishing and unparalleled” 2,300-year-old shield
made of tree bark has been discovered in Leicestershire, the
only example of its kind ever found in Europe.
Archaeologists say the discovery of the shield, made between
395 and 250BC, has completely overturned assumptions
about the weapons used in the Iron Age, sparking breathless
reactions among experts of the period.
“This is an absolutely phenomenal object, one of the
most marvelous, internationally important finds that I have
encountered in my career,” said Julia Farley, curator of British
and European Iron Age collections at the British Museum.
“So often it is gold which grabs the headlines, but this
bark shield is much rarer.”
The shield was discovered in 2015 by archaeologists
from the University of Leicester Archaeological Service
in a site close to the River Soar. Organic objects from the
period very rarely survive, but the shield was preserved
in waterlogged soil and may have been deposited in a
water-filled pit, according to Matt Beamish, the lead
archaeologist for the service.
Bark shields of the period were entirely unknown in the
northern hemisphere, he told the Guardian, and the assumption
was that the material may have been too flimsy for use in
war. However experiments to remake the weapon in alder

and willow showed the 3mm-thick shield would have been
tough enough for battle but incredibly light.
It was likely that, contrary to assumptions, similar weapons
were widespread, Beamish said.
The shield is made from green bark that has been stiffened
with internal wooden laths, described by Beamish as “like
a whalebone corset of split hardwood”, and surrounded
by a rim of hazel, with a twisted willow boss. “This is a lost
technology. It has not been seen before as far as we are
aware, but presumably it is a technique that was used in
many ways for making bark items.”
The malleable green wood would then tighten as it dried,
giving the shield its strength and forming the rounded
rectangles into a slightly “waisted” shape, like a subtle
figure of eight.
That was significant, said Farley, because it was exactly
the shape of the ornate Battersea shield, which was dredged
from the Thames in the mid-19th century and dates from
the same period.
“So it is possible this incredibly rare organic object is
giving us some little hints about why we see what we see
when we look at the metal objects. The Battersea shield
might be pretending to be a shield like this.”
Because so little organic material survives from the period,

she said, “we are left with the earthworks, the shiny metal
work, some of the ironwork, but we don’t really see the
everyday world of these people: the wooden houses they lived
in with their thatched roofs, their clothing … and so really
the visual world of the iron age is lost to us. But something
like this is just a little tiny window into that, which for me
is fabulous and so exciting.”
The shield has been donated to the British Museum where
Farley said she hoped it would go on display next year.
(Source: The Guardian)

Researchers set new mark for highest-temperature superconductor
Scientists have demonstrated superconductivity at the highest temperatures yet. An
international team of researchers observed
superconductivity at minus-23 degrees Celsius, or minus-9 degrees Fahrenheit -- a new
record. The breakthrough, detailed this week
in the journal Nature Communications, marks
a 50 percent improvement over the previous
record.
Until now, superconductivity has only
been observed in materials cooled to
extremely frigid temperatures, but a new
class of materials, superconducting hydrides,
promises to make superconductivity possible
a warmer temperatures.

Researchers at the University of Chicago
and Max Planck Institute for Chemistry in
Germany collaborated to create lanthanum
superhydride and put the material
through a series of tests -- measuring its
superconductivity and detailing its structure
and composition.
Though the lanthanum superhydride
didn’t need quite as much supercooling, it
did need to be pressurized to demonstrate its
superconductivity. Scientists pressurized the
new materials by squeezing the tiny sample
between a pair of diamonds.
X-ray blasts from the Argonne National
Laboratory’s Advanced Photon Source allowed

scientists to study the new material’s structural
qualities.
Superconductivity materials demonstrate
zero resistance to electrical current and cannot
be corrupted by magnetic fields. Lanthanum
superhydride showed both qualities at a
temperature of negative 23 degrees Celsius.
While still cold, negative 23 degrees Celsius
is within the normal range of a few climates on
Earth. Eventually, scientists hope to develop
materials that are superconductive at room
temperature, which could be incorporated
into everyday technologies.
Superconductive materials that don’t
need to be supercooled could be used to

create more efficient electrical wires, faster
supercomputers and even high-speed
magnetic levitation trains.
“Our next goal is to reduce the pressure
needed to synthesize samples, to bring the
critical temperature closer to ambient, and
perhaps even create samples that could
be synthesized at high pressures, but still
superconduct at normal pressures,” Vitali
Prakapenka, a research professor at the
University of Chicago, said in a news release.
“We are continuing to search for new and
interesting compounds that will bring us new,
and often unexpected, discoveries.”
(Source: UPI)

Scientists left feeling ‘helpless’ as French Polynesia’s reefs bleach
Widespread coral bleaching has been reported in the French
Polynesian islands of Tahiti and Moorea, even though there
was no El Nino event this year.
The reefs are among the most regularly bleached in the
world, thanks to their position in the path of warm waters
that spread west from South America during El Nino years.
This year, however, without the presence of an El Nino and
the warmer water it brings, the reefs should have been spared.
But in the last few days, it’s been estimated that 50 to 60 per
cent of corals on reefs around Tahiti and Moorea have been
bleached, according to marine biologist Luiz Rocha from the
Californian Academy of Sciences.
“I’ve seen the reports of the Great Barrier Reef bleaching,
but this is the first time I’ve seen [bleaching] myself, and it hits
you a lot harder,” Dr Rocha said.
“We have seen bleaching all the way down to 100 metres.
But it’s worst on the shallow, sheltered reefs.”
Coral bleaching occurs when high water temperatures
cause the coral to expel its symbiotic algae, revealing the white
skeleton beneath.
Animals can still use a bleached coral or anemone for shelter,
but once the coral dies they have to find somewhere else to live
or hide. Other research groups in the region have similarly
reported bleaching on both sides of Tahiti, as water temperatures
remain unusually high for this time of year.
“It’s seems to be only the southern portion of French Polynesia
that’s bleaching, but definitely Tahiti and Moorea are severely
bleached,” Dr. Rocha said.
“This is not a localized thing, it seems to be widespread.”
In March, when the region’s waters remained unusually
warm, the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

issued a bleaching warning.
But Dr Rocha said he did not expect the magnitude of
bleaching that he’d seen.
“I was overwhelmed by sadness because I saw these reefs
looking really healthy just two months ago.”
If the water temperature drops in the next week or so, the
bleached corals may survive and regain their symbiotic algae.
But scientists on the islands haven’t seen a drop in temperature
yet. “Already about half of the bleached corals we’ve seen are
dead,” Dr Rocha said. “But we won’t know for certain for a
few weeks.”
Coral births on the Great Barrier Reef crashed last year as
a direct result of back-to-back bleaching events, a new study
has found. The sight of the bleaching was shocking to coral
microbiologist Andrew Thurber from Oregan State University
who also recently conducted surveys in Moorea.
“When I first got in the water I was completely disoriented.
It was a carpet of white,” Dr Thurber said.
“In our initial surveys we found over 90 per cent of the
dominant coral species on the front reef were at least partially
if not entirely bleached,” he said.
“The reef there is currently on a knife edge, and we won’t know
if it recovers for some time. “This bleaching was indiscriminate
and if anything, worse at the normally healthy reefs.”
If there is enough time for recovery between bleaching events
— which increasingly there isn’t — the corals that bounce back
will be weedier, more resilient species, according to coral reef
scientist Terry Hughes from the ARC Centre of Excellence for
Coral Reef Studies.
“We’ve seen in the Great Barrier Reef that we have winners
and losers in terms of susceptibility to bleaching and who bounces

back faster,” Professor Hughes said.
“Because of past bleaching, the reefs of French Polynesia
are quite altered in terms of the coral species there now.
“That’s the story globally for reefs. It’s becoming a weedier
world.” Remote islands that depend on reefs for tourism and
fisheries are especially vulnerable to climate change, which
will only get worse, said Professor Hughes.
“We no longer need an El Nino to trigger bleaching in the
northern Great Barrier Reef or the islands of French Polynesia,
we just need a hot summer and we will get plenty of them,” he
said. “The bleaching is tragic, but it’s no longer surprising.” Dr
Rocha said he’s trying to do his bit for coral reefs, but that it
doesn’t equate to much in the face of climate change.
“I kind of feel helpless, because the situation requires huge
policy change.” Australia should be at the forefront of helping
other countries who are dependent on coral reefs to protect
them, according to Imogen Zethoven, director of strategy at
the Australian Marine Conservation Society.
“The biggest threat to coral reefs is climate change and
it’s in Australia’s interests to help other coral reef countries
particularly vulnerable to climate change,” she said.
“Half a billion people depend on coral reefs for their livelihoods
and food security, many in our region.”
Scientists and environmental groups have said the future
of coral reefs rests on rapid climate change action.
Ms Zethoven said the global market was already heading in
the right direction towards renewable energy and the phasing
out of coal. The re-elected Morrison government, she added,
had a responsibility to plan ahead, to ensure coal-dependent
communities were not left “high and dry”.
(Source: ABC)
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Oldest fungus fossils may
rewrite our view of how life
made the leap to land

Miniature fungi found fossilized in Canada’s Northwest Territories
are likely a billion years old, new research finds.
If the research is correct, the fossil fungi would be the first from
that time period ever discovered to have a complex, branching
structure, according to a news article on the discovery published
in the journal Nature, which also published the research paper
reporting the discovery on May 22. Scientists already thought
that fungi originated about a billion years ago, but these original
fungi were thought to have been only single-celled species.
“This is reshaping our vision of the world because those groups
are still present today,” study author Corentin Loron, a doctoral
candidate at the University of Liege in Belgium, told Agence
France Press (AFP). “Therefore, this distant past, although very
different from today, may have been much more ‘modern’ than
we thought.”
In addition, the findings might indicate that fungi made the
leap from the oceans to land long before plants, which appear to
have come ashore some 470 million years ago. “The fungi were
probably colonizing the land before the plants,” Loron told The
New York Times.
The fossils were found in shale that was once a shallow-water
estuary. The researchers used uranium-lead dating of tiny minerals
called detrital zircons within the shale to determine the age of
the fossils. Zircons are tough minerals that can survive a lot of
geological change — the oldest ever dated, from the Jack Hills
of Australia, are 4.4 billion years old. Using a separate dating
technique, the researchers also dated organic matter in the shale.
These two methods put the age of the fossils between 1 billion
and 900 million years old.
The fossils look like itsy-bitsy balloons. Skinny filaments,
arranged in a branching structure, terminate in spherical spores
(serving the same purpose as seeds in plants). The spores are
tiny, just a few hundred nanometers across, and the filaments
are just a few dozen micrometers long. The researchers dubbed
the species Ourasphaira giraldae.
Most provocatively, the researchers claim to have found evidence
that the fossils once contained chitin, the fibrous stuff that makes
up fungal cell walls. They used infrared light on the fossils and
analyzed the patterns of light waves that reflected back. Those
patterns matched what is seen in modern-day chitin.
Before this discovery, the oldest known fungi fossils dated
back 450 million years, Loron and his colleagues wrote in Nature.
Those fungi left fossilized spores in rocks found in Wisconsin.
The newly discovered ancient fungus may have been a land-based
species that was washed into the estuary, the researchers wrote,
or it may have been a marine dweller.
Researchers will likely want further confirmation of the fossils’
identity. Carnegie Institution for Science geochemist George Cody
told The New York Times that the infrared patterns could have
been made by something other than chitin.
But, he said, “I don’t have any doubt that they’re fossils, and
that alone is fascinating.”
(Source: Live Science)

NASA executive quits weeks
after appointment to lead
2024 moon landing plan
A top NASA executive hired in April to guide strategy for returning
astronauts to the moon by 2024 has resigned, the space agency
said on Thursday, the culmination of internal strife and dwindling
congressional support for the lunar initiative.
Mark Sirangelo, named six weeks ago as special assistant to
NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine, left the agency as NASA
abandoned a reorganization plan due to a chilly reception on
Capitol Hill, Bridenstine said in a statement.
Two individuals close to the space program and familiar with the
situation said Sirangelo was escorted out of NASA’s headquarters
in Washington on Wednesday after his resignation.
His departure came after lawmakers rejected NASA’s proposal
to create a separate directorate within the space agency to oversee
future lunar missions and ultimately develop human exploration
of Mars.
“The proposal was not accepted at this time, so we will move
forward under our current organizational structure,” Bridenstine
said. “Given NASA is no longer pursuing the new mission directorate,
Mark has opted to pursue other opportunities.”
Last week, the Trump administration asked Congress to
increase NASA’s spending next year by $1.6 billion as a “down
payment” on the accelerated goal of landing Americans back on
the moon by 2024, more than half a century after the end of the
U.S. Apollo lunar program.
The latest initiative was dubbed Artemis, after the goddess of
the hunt and the moon in Greek mythology and the twin sister
of Apollo.
NASA had aimed to return crewed spacecraft to the lunar
surface by 2028, after putting a “Gateway” station into lunar
orbit by 2024. However, the prospect of additional funding drew
little enthusiasm from congressional appropriators.
The two people with knowledge of the matter said Sirangelo’s
ouster was sealed by increasing skepticism that 2024 was a realistic
deadline for moon landings.
In his statement, Bridenstine said the agency was still exploring
what organizational changes were “necessary to maximize efficiencies
and achieve the end state of landing the first woman and the next
man on the moon by 2024.”
“If the $1.6 billion does not materialize, we will fall back on
the previous plan, which was to land in 2028,” the NASA chief
told reporters at a news conference earlier in the day.
NASA announced earlier on Thursday it had selected the
space technology company Maxar Technologies Inc as the first
contractor to help build the “Gateway” outpost.
(Source: Reuters)

10

I NTE R NATI O NAL DAI LY

HERITAGE & TOURISM

China unveils 600km/h maglev
train prototype
A new floating bullet train capable of hitting speeds of 600
kilometers per hour (about 372 miles/hour) is one step closer
to reality in China.
On Thursday, the body prototype for the country’s latest highspeed magnetic-levitation (maglev) train project rolled off the
assembly line in the eastern Chinese city of Qingdao.
Developed by the state-owned China Railway Rolling Stock
Corporation (CRRC) -- the world’s largest supplier of rail transit equipment -- the sleek-looking train is scheduled to go into
commercial production in 2021 following extensive tests.

China’s new maglev prototype is set to go into commercial production in 2021.
Those involved with the project are optimistic it will completely
transform China’s travel landscape, filling the gap between highspeed rail and air transportation.
“Take Beijing to Shanghai as an example -- counting preparation time for the journey, it takes about 4.5 hours by plane,
about 5.5 hours by high-speed rail, and [would only take] about
3.5 hours with [the new] high-speed maglev,” said CRRC deputy
chief engineer Ding Sansan, head of the train’s research and
development team, in a statement.
While the cruising speed of an aircraft is 800-900 km/h, at
present trains on the Beijing-Shanghai line have a maximum
operating speed of 350 km/h.
Maglev trains use magnetic repulsion both to levitate the train up
from the ground, which reduces friction, and to propel it forward.
After nearly three years of technical research, Ding said the
team had developed a lightweight and high-strength train body
that lays the technical foundation for the development of five
sets of maglev engineering prototypes.
So what comes next? CRRC Qingdao Sifang -- a subsidiary of
the CRRC -- is currently constructing an experimental center and
a high-speed maglev trial production center, which are expected
to begin operating the second half of this year.
China’s new prototype won’t be the first train to surpass the
600-kilometer mark when it hits the testing track.
A Japan Railway maglev train achieved a top spot of 603 km/
hour on an experimental track in Yamanashi in 2015, setting
a new world record.
Japan is now developing a new Chuo Shinkansen maglev line,
with trains set to hit top speeds of about 500 kph.
The first phase of the project, connecting Tokyo and Nagoya, is scheduled to be completed in 2027 and is expected to cut
traveling time between those cities by half.
China’s first commercial maglev system, a 30-kilometer stretch
between Shanghai Putong Airport and the city center, opened
in 2002. It has hit speeds of 431 kilometers per hour and is the
world’s fastest commercial maglev system to date.
The project was co-created by Shanghai Maglev Transportation Development Co. Ltd., a German Consortium consisting
of Siemens AG, Thyssen Transrapid GMBH and Transrapid
International GMBH.
(Source: CNN)
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Doors of ancient underground
“city” opened to archaeologists
H E R I T A G E TEHRAN — A team
d
e
s
k of archaeologists has
commenced an extensive research on
a centuries-old underground “city”,
which is located in Salehabad district
of Hamedan province, west-central Iran,
ISNA reported on Friday.
The site, estimated to date 800 years,
was found some three years ago but the
story didn’t publicized in order to prevent any possible looting from the underground city before the appropriation
of credits for the beginning of studies,
a provincial tourism official Ahmad
Torabi said.
The official said that initial works found
at the site are pieces of pottery, which are
related to the Islamic and earlier eras,
emphasizing “We need more time to do
further research and exploration so that
we can fully investigate this area.”
“At the time when Russian soldiers
crossed the area [during the World War

An archaeologist uncovers historical remains from an ancient underground “city” located
in Salehabad district of Hamedan province, west-central Iran.

Excavation goes on at Kaldar Cave where
remains of Homo sapiens found

H E R I T A G E TEHRAN — Iran’s Research Institute

New findings at Iran’s Kaldar cave were unveiled during
a special ceremony on May 18, 2019.

d
e
s
k of Cultural Heritage and Tourism has
extended permit for exploration at the Kaldar Cave, which
has previously yielded a fragment of a fossilized skull
along with some stone tools attributed to Homo sapiens.
Situated in western Lorestan province, Kaldar is a
key archaeological site that provides evidence of the
Middle to Upper Paleolithic transition in Iran.
“Following the expiry of the exploration permit issued by the Research Institute of Cultural Heritage and
Tourism in the cave, and in light of the discovery of a
part of the intelligent human skull, Lorestan’s tourism
office requested to extend the permission to complete the
studies,” provincial tourism chief Seyyed Amin Qasemi

Olympia is said to be the birthplace of the most famous and
important sporting event in the ancient world. The Olympic
Games took place here every four years from 776 BC to 393 CE.
The UNESCO World Heritage site of Olympia, in a valley in the Peloponnesus, Greece, has been inhabited since
prehistoric times.

said, Mehr reported.
Excavations at the site in 2014–2015 led to the discovery of cultural remains generally associated with
anatomically modern humans (AMHs) and evidence of a
probable Neanderthal-made industry in the basal layers.
The research also offers an opportunity to study the
technological differences between the Mousterian and
the first Upper Paleolithic lithic technologies as well as
the human behavior in the region.
The cave is situated in the western Khorramabad
valley and at an elevation of 1,290?meter above sea
level. It measures 16?meters long, 17?meters wide and
seven?meters high.
The permission was extended until June 5.

Iranian adventurer starts traveling
round the globe on camelback
T O U R I S M TEHRAN — Iranian

d
e
s
k traveler and athlete
Mohammad
Amiri-Roudan
has
commenced traveling round the globe
on camelback.
The camel trekking started on May 23
from a lagoon in Sirik county in southern
Hormozgan province with the aim of
introducing the cultural heritage and
tourism attractions of Hormozgan to Iran
and to the world, CHTN quoted a local
tourism official as saying on Saturday.
The journey is estimated to take twoand-a-half years.
Amiri-Roudan, who is a native of
Hormozgan, is scheduled to visit various

ROUND THE GLOBE

Archaeological site
of Olympia

II], the men of the region concealed their
families in the underground city so that
no one noticed their presence,” Torabi
added.
It is the third underground city being
discovered in Hamedan province after
Samen and Arzan-Fud, which some
archaeologists attribute the two to the
times of Medes (678 – 549 BC) so that
Hamedan may be named as a pioneering
region of troglodyte architecture in the
country, he explained.
Last October, Hamedan hosted the
3rd International Troglodytic Architecture Conference in which tens of experts,
researches and academia discussed troglodyte-associated architecture, culture
and technology.
Modern Hamedan largely lies on ancient Ecbatana, which was the capital
of Media and subsequently a summer
residence of the Achaemenian kings who
ruled Persia from 553 to 330 BC.

Iranian provinces before he enters
Azerbaijan.
On his itinerary are 47 countries. He
will pass through Asia, Europe, Africa, the
Oceania and the U.S. and will eventually
enter homeland from Turkmenistan.
The athlete enjoys 20 years of tourism
experience. He has swum in various regions
from zero to two thousand meters of altitude.
Hormozgan is strategically positioned
overlooking the Strait of Hormuz and it
is an entrance to the Persian Gulf. The
area has been a center for trading since
around 2000 BC, resulting in a jumble of
ethnicities and cultures, including African,
Arab, Indian and Persian.

Sri Lanka tourism suffers after deadly bombings
The deadly bombings that struck Sri Lanka on Easter
Sunday have led many foreign visitors to stay away
from the island nation.
The Lonely Planet travel guide named Sri Lanka as its
top nation for travelers in 2019. The country is known for
its beautiful beaches, ancient ruins, wildlife and parks.
But on April 21, more than 250 people were killed in
several bomb attacks at hotels and churches. Among
the dead were 45 foreigners, including visitors from
China, India, the United States and Britain. The Islamic
State group has claimed responsibility for the blasts.
Since the attacks, foreign tourism has dropped
sharply.
Sri Lankan travel officials say many foreigners who
were planning to visit the country over the next few
months have canceled their plans. Officials reported
that, overall, visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka have dropped
about 80 percent since the bombings.
The tourism industry makes up about 4.9 percent

of Sri Lanka’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). In
2018, 2.3 million tourists visited the island, bringing
in about $4.4 billion. That was an increase of nearly
12 percent from 2017.

Industry experts say hotel occupancy rates across
the island have fallen by at least 85 percent. Most
beaches, eateries and stores in popular tourist areas
are now empty.
Many foreign travelers usually visit Hikkaduwa, on
the southwest coast. The area is known for its good
surfing conditions and clear waters for snorkeling. The
Associated Press reported that on a recent day, only a
few of the area’s 27 hotels were even open. Most eateries
that sit along the six-kilometer beach were closed.
The Hikkaduwa Beach Hotel was one of the few places
still open. On the day of the bombings, all 50 of its guest
rooms were full. Now, few people are staying there.
“It’s a real disaster. We don’t know what to do right
now,” said Sanjeewani Yogarajah, who works at the
hotel. She said the attack has so far cost the business
$31,000. The loss in earnings has forced the hotel to
send half of its workers home.
(Source: VOA)

How to get the most out of farmers’ markets while traveling
In the 10th century BC, Olympia became a center for the
worship of Zeus. The Altis – the sanctuary to the gods – has
one of the highest concentrations of masterpieces from the
ancient Greek world.
In addition to temples, there are the remains of all the
sports structures erected for the Olympic Games, which were
held in Olympia every four years beginning in 776 BC.
For the Altis, the sacred grove and the center of the sanctuary,
some of the most remarkable works of art and technique have
been created, constituting a milestone in the history of art.
Great artists, such as Pheidias, have put their personal
stamp of inspiration and creativity, offering unique artistic
creations to the world.
In this universal place, the Olympic Idea was born,
making Olympia a unique universal symbol of peace and
competition at the service of virtue.
Here, too, prominence was given to the ideals of physical
and mental harmony, of noble contest, of how to compete
well, of the Sacred Truce; values, which remain unchanged
in perpetuity.
(Source: UNESCO)

Visiting a local farmers’ market should be
on every vacation itinerary, according to
the French chef Alain Ducasse, who runs
25 restaurants in nine countries. “No matter
what city or town they’re in, farmers’ markets
are a year-round attraction and about much
more than produce,” he said.
“They’re photographs of that destination
and the local culture.” Mr. Ducasse makes it a
point to explore the farmers’ market wherever
he is in the world and has plenty of advice
on how travelers can get the most out their
trip to one, too.
Here are some tips from the acclaimed chef
on how to get the most out of your market visit.
Go early and keep the season
in mind
Many farmers’ markets open early in the
day and close by early afternoon, with the
highest quality produce and dairy often selling
out by late morning. For the best selection,
Mr. Ducasse advised an early morning visit.
Also keep seasonality in mind: If you hope

to find strawberries during your trip to the
South of France, for example, get there by
July. And that doesn’t just go for produce
— many cheeses are also seasonal. “If you
stick to buying what’s in peak season, you’re
bound to enjoy the best that the region you’re
in has to offer,” Mr. Ducasse said.
Get in the kitchen
If you have access to a kitchen during your
trip (home shares, like Airbnb, are one way
to go), Mr. Ducasse recommended hitting
the local market with the intention of preparing a meal. “Using the region’s products
to cook a meal makes your destination come
to life,” he said. The dishes you cook don’t
need to be complicated — on a recent trip
to a market in Saintes, near France’s Atlantic Coast, for example, Mr. Ducasse bought
just-caught gray shrimp and sautéed them
that evening in butter and salt for a simple
but superb dinner.
Plan to have lunch
Many farmers’ markets have stands with

vendors who sell local culinary specialties
that they have often prepared themselves —
which can be substantial enough for lunch.
“The food is freshly prepared, authentic and
inexpensive,” Mr. Ducasse said. In Nice, for
example, farmers’ markets are renowned for
their socca, a crepe made of chickpea flour,
while markets in Italy sell small plates of
handrolled pasta.
Shop for souvenirs
Farmers markets are an ideal place to pick
up edible souvenirs from your trip — many
sell products that you can pack in your suitcase, including honey, jams, recently pressed
oils and hard cheeses. “When you’re back
at home, that honey or whatever food you
bought will help you relive the fun of your
trip,” Mr. Ducasse said.
Don’t forget the markets close
to home
You don’t have to travel far to have a
fulfilling farmers’ market experience, Mr.
Ducasse said. “Exploring the bounty near

your home turf can be just as impactful,” he
said. If you live in New York City, for example,
hop on the train to check out the farmers’
markets throughout the Hudson River Valley,
in upstate New York — or even those in the
city, like the ones at Union Square or Grand
Army Plaza. When you return home, prepare
a meal with the ingredients you’ve picked
up — Mr. Ducasse said that learning to cook
with the products you have access to on a
daily basis can be life changing.
(Source: The New York Times)
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Iran establishes marine environmental
data and information network
TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN – The vice
d
e
s
k presidency for science
and technology establishes Iranian Marine Environmental Data and Information
Network, Mehr reported on Saturday.
Different information links on Iran’s
seas from Iranian and foreign sources are
available at the data center.
At the data center, the experts can
share the data they have achieved in their
researches or introduce global websites
with links.
The database is supported by the Iranian
National Institute for Oceanography and
Atmospheric Science, Iran National Cartographic Center, National Geographical
Organization affiliated to Armed Forces
and Iranian Fisheries Science Research
Institute.
The database includes different sections
on marine hazards, atmospheric and oceanic modeling, oceanic data, atmospheric
and oceanic forecasting, satellite data and
oceanic climate.
Fisheries data, dynamic map layers,
immediate climate monitoring, bathymetry
data and geographical features, surface
marine data, marine geology and useful
software are other parts of database.
Bodies of water in Iran
Actually Iran’s main bodies of water are
located in north and south of the country.
Caspian Sea in the north and Persian Gulf
and Oman Sea in the south are Iran’s main
bodies of water.

Persian Gulf
The Persian Gulf, in southern Iran, is a
Mediterranean sea in Western Asia. The
body of water is an extension of the Indian
Ocean (Gulf of Oman) through the Strait
of Hormuz and lies between Iran to the
northeast and the Arabian Peninsula to
the southwest.
According to the “Encyclopedia of World

Trade: From Ancient Times to the Present”,
the Persian Gulf and its coastal areas are the
world’s largest single source of petroleum,
and related industries dominate the region.
Large gas finds have also been made, with
Qatar and Iran sharing a giant field across
the territorial median line (North Field in
the Qatari sector; South Pars Field in the
Iranian sector).

Oman Sea
Oman Sea, situated at the south of Iran,
is a body of water that connects the Persian
Gulf to the Indian Ocean. With an approximate area of 903,000 km, the Oman Sea
is surrounded by Iran and Pakistan at the
north, the Deccan peninsula at the east and
Arabia peninsula at the west.
Iran has got small ports at its shorelines with the Oman Sea like Chabahar,
Gavater, and Jask.
Since antiquity, the Strait of Hormoz
and the Oman Sea have always been strategic waterways. Today, tens of gigantic
oil tankers carry oil every day from the
countries in the region through this route
to different parts of the world.
Caspian Sea
The Caspian Sea is the world’s largest
inland body of water, variously classed as
the world’s largest lake or a full-fledged sea.
It is an endorheic basin (a basin without
outflows) located between Europe and Asia,
to the east of the Caucasus Mountains and to
the west of the broad steppe of Central Asia.
It is bounded by Kazakhstan to the northeast, Russia to the northwest, Azerbaijan
to the west, Iran to the south, and Turkmenistan to the southeast. The Caspian
Sea is home to a wide range of species and
may be best known for its caviar and oil
industries. Pollution from the oil industry and dams on rivers draining into the
Caspian Sea have had negative effects on
the organisms living in the sea.

Space technology estimates flood damage to agriculture precisely: minister
TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN – A precise assessment
d
e
s
k on damage caused by recent flood on
agricultural products has been done by space technology and
the result has been submitted to the Ministry of Interior, the
information and communication technology (ICT) minister
wrote on his Instagram account.
Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi said that there are
billions of rials difference between traditional estimation and
the scientific figures released by the Iranian Space Agency.
Since the beginning of the current Iranian calendar year
on March 21 provinces of Fars, Lorestan, North Khorasan,
Golestan, Mazandaran, Hamedan, Khuzestan, Kermanshah,
Semnan, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad and Khorasan
Razavi were hit hard by devastating floods incurring a
dramatic loss.
In April, the Iranian Space Research Center announced
that it was performing a plan for estimating the damage
caused by the recent flood to the agriculture sector in Golestan

province through using remote sensing technology.
On his Instagram account, the minister announced that
Iran has completed the production of three satellites of
Zafar, Pars 1 and Nahid 1, which is a great step toward space
technology development by the Iranian experts.
Iran University of Science and Technology announced
that it has manufactured Zafar satellite and will deliver it
to the Iranian Space Agency for running final tests during
the month of Shahrivar (August 22-September 22).
The 90 kg satellite is equipped with four color cameras
with 80 meter resolution and the equipment have average
lifespan of 18 months.
In February, Azari Jahromi said that Pars 1 satellite
will be sent into orbit in the current Iranian calendar year
(starting on March 21) and the Nahid 1 satellite will be sent
into orbit in the month of Khordad (May 22-June 22).
In a speech in January 2019, Azari Jahromi announced
that the satellites improve the standard of living, food and

water resources security, which are the most important
aims for the government.
Azari Jahromi said that Iran will not hold off development
in the field of space technology and cannot wait for other
countries to meet its needs.

Mind-blowing tech trends shaping the next decade
Innovations and disruptions are becoming increasingly
common as they occur at never before seen rates. Many of
the technologies that we expect to shape the future have
already started making an impact on our lives. Yet, recent
developments in these areas are pointing to significant
repercussions that these technologies will have on our
everyday lives in the future, often in unexpected ways.
Here are some key trends in technology that will impact
our lives over the next decade.
Quantum mechanics and its impact on living
processes
The use of quantum mechanics in computing has led
to significant progress in the creation of larger and more
powerful machines that can solve complex problems that
are outside the realm of capability for today’s classical
computers. IBM, Google and Intel are among the tech
conglomerates making giant strides in the race to create
truly functional quantum computers. Presently, IBM has
a 50-qubit computer, accessible for use over a cloud platform which falls behind Google’s 72-qubit chip. However,
Google’s version is yet to have practical applications to
test it while IBM already has researchers working with it.
While scientists are looking into the mysterious forces of
quantum mechanics that will deliver the next major computing breakthrough, quantum forces have been helping
scientists unravel the mysteries of life itself.
In recent years, there have been some significant breakthroughs in the exciting field of Quantum Biology, a fast
emerging discipline that examines whether quantum mechanics plays a fundamental part in biology and the living
processes of organisms. In their landmark 2014 paper, a
team at University College London found evidence that
quantum mechanical forces play a crucial role in supporting
energy transfer during photosynthesis in plants, or the fundamental process that ultimately powers most life on earth.
In the field of quantum computing, one of the barriers hampering the development of quantum computers
is the high instability of qubits (the quantum equivalent
of classical bits used in our present day computers). For
quantum computing to work, the physical objects such as
chips, which implement qubits, need to be in a supercooled
energy state for qubits to remain stable. Even at that low
temperature, qubits retain stability for an extremely short
time; a challenge scientists are fighting to overcome.
As it turns out, though, living things including humans,
have been relying on quantum mechanics at room temperature inside the wet and messy world of biology for a
very long time. For instance, scientists are baffled by the
manner in which enzymes accelerate processes. At times
this acceleration is more than a trillion-fold. In recent decades, experiments have revealed a trick known as quantum
tunneling. This is the process through which electrons
vanish from one position inside a molecule and appear
instantly in another. Evidence of the crucial role played
by these quantum mechanical forces in many biological
processes is fast emerging. This includes in respiration,
vision, in shaping our sense of smell and even in affecting

DNA mutations that are fundamental to the existence of
all life.
As this emerging field develops in the coming decade,
could these mysterious and confusing quantum forces that
seem to defy all reality, help shed light on the ultimate
question of what it means to be alive?
CRISPR and the DIY gene editing movement
CRISPR (Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats) refers to a technology that allows scientists
to edit the DNA within genes to make precise changes to
cells. An ability to alter the genetic blueprint of life essentially makes it possible to modify the traits of living
things. It allows for high specificity, effectively knocking
out specific genes, making precision edits to DNA, stimulating activation or repressing genes.
The technology has been around for the past decade
or so and has been used to change the DNA of plants and
animals in beneficial ways. It works by isolating a specific
DNA strand and replacing it with the desired one. It has
been used with success to create insect-resistant crop varieties and hardier livestock. However, it also offers great
potential in healthcare. Cell modeling offers prospects of
curing genetic diseases.
Some of the recent research projects in the field include
efforts to wipe out malaria by introducing malaria-resistant mosquitoes and fixing defective bone marrow cells to
cure sickle cell anemia. There is unlimited potential for
CRISPR, but the science world is still in the early stages
of figuring out practical applications for this technology.
When a technique as powerful as CRISPR is born into the
radically connected and open-source world of the internet,
some interesting things (good and bad) tend to happen.
On the positive side, knowledge tends to flow away
from being trapped behind the monolithic research labs
of large corporations to being accessible and available in
open communities. Similar to the counterculture movement
that happened during the personal computer revolution
in the 80s, there is a wave of citizen-driven, DIY research
being powered by a new breed of amateur biohackers. But
unlike during the PC era, the stakes are much higher now
with CRISPR -- the hackers from the 80s couldn’t mess
with DNA, the blueprint for life.
Understandably, strong ethical concerns have been raised
around the application of CRISPR technology. For instance,
a year ago, a biotech CEO publicly injected himself with

an untested treatment for herpes. This is, by no means,
an exception in biohacking stunts. But, if harnessed correctly, the principles of openness and knowledge sharing
that underpins these DIY biohacker movements will seed
interest amongst a new breed of talent who otherwise might
not have been exposed to the CRISPR technology at all.
It is important to encourage these open source biohacking
movements, while also implementing strong ethical rules
around them. Such movements will help seed interest in
the next generation of Steve Jobs and Linus Torvald who
might be biohacking away in their parent’s garage right now!
Digital wealth, freelancing and non-traditional
jobs
The rich get richer by owning good appreciating assets. As
such, an individual who only has a high income but does not
invest in good assets cannot create long-term generational
wealth. This is especially true in this age of disruption and
career uncertainties. Gone are our parents’ times of being
a loyal employee to a company that would take care of you
well into your retirement. Such career stability is a thing of
the past. Flexible, short-term assignments and freelancing
is the fastest growing job trend right now. According to a
2018 study conducted by Edelman Intelligence and Upwork,
nearly half (46 percent) of Generation Z college graduates
(born between 1997-2000) are opting to be freelancers
rather than taking up traditional jobs. This number is only
expected to grow in the next five years.
Just as Gen Z is coming of age and starting to enter
the workforce, other technological developments like the
advent of the blockchain technology and the creation of
cryptocurrencies are starting to redefine the notion of what
it means to own assets in a digital world.
A quick primer for the uninitiated, blockchain is a record-keeping technology that makes use of a distributed,
decentralized, public ledger system. Simply put, it consists
of a chain of blocks whereby a block contains digital information, and the chain is a public database. Blockchains
form the foundation for the creation of digital assets which
operate without the need for a central authority.
As challenging as it is to wrap our heads around some
of these concepts, for the digital native generation the idea
of owning property that exists only in the digital world will
be second nature. Thanks to a ton of experimentation and
innovation in the area of asset tokenization, a new generation
of “easy to own,” lightweight digital assets will be made available to the next generation. The next decade will showcase
new types of digital asset types and hybrid asset ownership
models that are unfamiliar to us today. However, like any new
and emerging technology, a host of current growing pains
will have to be addressed by entrepreneurs before the digital
assets ecosystem can reach its full potential.
Over the next decade, these technologies will lay the foundation for democratizing access to assets for the next generation.
In the same manner that the internet democratized access to
information for our generation, digital assets will make new
forms of wealth accessible for the digital native generation in
the coming decade.
(Source: entrepreneur.com)
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Vice presidency supports
production of solar panels, inverters
TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN – The vice presidency for science and
d
e
s
k technology supports the production of solar power
panels and inverters financially, Mehr reported on Thursday.
Solar panels are devices that convert light into electricity. They are
called solar panels because most of the time, the most powerful source
of light available is the Sun, called Sol by astronomers. Some scientists call them photovoltaics which means, basically, light-electricity.
A solar inverter or PV inverter, is a type of electrical converter
which converts the variable direct current (DC) output of a photovoltaic (PV) solar panel into a utility frequency alternating current
(AC) that can be fed into a commercial electrical grid or used by a
local, off-grid electrical network.

The vice presidency plans to promote solar power in 21 provinces
in the near future.
Solar power is one of the most unique renewable energies in the
world, which can provide another kinds of energies, which is applicable
in different parts of world.
“Iran has a great capacity for generating solar energy and is amongst
the 3 or 4 countries that have appropriate conditions for solar power
production,” an official with vice presidency Alireza Javanmardi said.
He named Kerman, Yazd, Sistan-Baluchestan and Hormozgan as
provinces which enjoy the best situation for solar power production.
Currently, electricity production and consumption are equal with
each other at around 76 thousand megawatts, he said.
Unfortunately, fossil fuel and thermal power stations account for
over 99 percent of electricity generation in the country, which ends in
air pollution, he lamented.
“We plan to produce one thousand megawatts of solar power in the
near future, so we have a long way to go,” he said.
Since the solar panels and inverters are imported to the country, the
vice presidency supports projects that leads to their domestic production
through Iran National Innovation Fund, he said.
According to World Energy Council, solar energy has a big part to
play in reducing future carbon emissions and ensuring a sustainable
energy future. It can be used for heating, cooling, lighting, electrical
power, transportation and even environmental clean-up. The global
average solar radiation, per m2 and per year, can produce the same
amount of energy as a barrel of oil, 200 kg of coal, or 140 m3 of natural gas.
Global installed capacity for solar-powered electricity has seen an
exponential growth, reaching around 227 GWe at the end of 2015. It
produced 1% of all electricity used globally. Germany has led PV capacity
installations over last decade and continues as a leader followed by
China, Japan, Italy and the United States. Concentrated Solar Power
(CSP) remains with very limited capacity at 4 GW today.

Experts mull over media
literacy, ethical consideration
TECHNOLOGY TEHRAN – Iranian experts discussed media
d
e
s
k literacy and ethical consideration during a meeting
on Wednesday, IRNA reported.
The increase in interaction between people in cyberspace decrease
the reliability between them in real world, University of Tehran professor Mohammad Mehdi Faturechi announced.
“The social media has a role in 10 percent of divorces in Iran, as it
is mentioned in the divorce files. The social media made the couples
to lose their interest in each other,” he lamented.
All countries are affected by the problems exist in cyberspace and
Iran is not an exception, he explained.
The importing of technology prior to the culture for its usage is
also an important factor, which lead to several problems, he said.
The anonymity in cyberspace encourages users to do some tasks,
which they do not do in real world, he said.
Besides, the cyberspace provide a chance for ordinary people
to connect to celebrities and popular figures, which lead to some
problems, he said.
The vastness of cyberspace without any place and time is another
issue. A plenty of information and data are available in cyberspace,
which lead to an unorganized system, he said.
“Today, we should teach our children about media literacy even
before they go to school,” he said.

Hossein-Ali Afkhami, a professor at Alameh Tabatabaei University,
also made speech during the meeting.
The norms that exist in cyberspace is according to global culture,
which may disregard our religious and national values, he lamented.
The cyberspace should be introduced to young generation hence
they can understand the connections and contents they face, he said.
However, the cyberspace is not different from the society and
many damages that young generation encountered in social media
has already existed in the society we live in, he said.
“We should accept that in some countries, 70 percent of the economy is based on cyberspace and technology,” he said.
Afkhami called the cyberspace as a great opportunity for economic
development.
He suggested the age limitation for accessing the cyberspace, as
a great way to deal with this issue.
The Judiciary’s general director for cultural affairs Mohammad
Reza Khoshkhou was another attendee at the event.
Sometimes issues related to cyberspace have crucial roles in Iranian courts, he said.
The cyberspace affects the quality of relationships, he said.
Absolutely the cyberspace originates from real world, however,
one cannot deny the role of individuals in this atmosphere, he said.
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Methane being released faster
than ever, posing new threat to
Paris climate goals
Record levels of methane in the atmosphere will make it even
harder to reach targets set by the Paris climate agreement, scientists have warned.
Researchers from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) found increasing amounts of the potent
greenhouse gas were coming from the tropics.

They are uncertain about the source but believe it is likely
to be due to microbial changes in methane-belching tropical
wetlands. They believe warmer temperatures could be causing
them to emit more methane than ever before.
“Methane’s unexpected rise is a major challenge to the Paris
agreement and we don’t know why it’s happening,” Euan Nisbet, professor of earth sciences at Royal Holloway University of
London, told the Financial Times.
“It looks very much as if the warming is feeding the warming,
but exactly how is a major puzzle,” he said.
Methane is the second largest cause of human-induced global
warming after carbon dioxide. It is 28 times more potent and can
trap heat in the atmosphere for more than 100 years.
Researchers found the amount of methane released increased by 50 per cent between 2013 and 2018 compared with
the five years before.
Professor Grant Allen, an atmospheric physicist from the
University of Manchester who has been working on the Global Methane Budget project, told the The Independent this
increase will “without a doubt” make it harder to reach the
Paris emissions goal.
“Since 2006 methane concentrations in the atmosphere have
been rising and not only rising but accelerating. All of the atmospheric models that try and explain where those extra emissions
come from have been pointing us towards the tropics. We never
had measurements there until recently,” he said.
“We’ve been doing campaigns in the tropics and we went
out with an aircraft in January and February. Sure enough we
did see huge amounts of methane being emitted from stagnant
freshwater swamps, especially in Zambia.”
The hypothesis is that as the climate warms the efficiency
of the microbial communities that convert organic matter into
methane increases.
Like our bodies, bacteria are most efficient at warmer
temperatures so as the climate warms these emissions are
likely to increase.
“This is really a worry because this is a natural feedback and
something we can’t control. It’s likely to begin with these feedbacks
will be slow but they will rapidly become something we can’t
control. Our scope to mitigate impacts is going,” said Prof Allen.
“If we were to stop all natural gas use tomorrow we could
reverse this. It’s only increasing because it’s the sum total of all
these effects – our anthropogenic emissions and our natural
emissions. If the climate continues warming this natural feedback
could certainly accelerate.”
(Source: The Independent)

WORDS IN THE NEWS
Mayon volcano
(February 24, 2000)
This week, we are looking at a report about operations to evacuate
the area around the Mayon volcano in the Philippines, which
erupted today. Clare Arthurs, BBC East Asia Reporter, reported.
About five thousand people live on the slopes of the Mayon
volcano, farming its fertile soil despite an official ban on
settlements within six kilometers of the summit. Above their
homes, a burning flow of liquid rock or magma has been pushing
up from deep in the volcano, sending pieces of lava - some
bigger than a refrigerator, tumbling down a gully on the
south-east side of the mountain at eighty kilometers an hour.
Teams of police and soldiers have been sent to move people
from their homes and farms but many are refusing to leave.
Mayon’s angry rumble might subside.
But the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology
has set a level three alert, ranking the situation as critical,
with an eruption possible within weeks. Officials are taking no
chances. Mayon has a history of violent explosions. Seven years
ago, it killed about seventy villagers. Its most violent eruption
was almost a century ago when twelve-hundred people died
in a shower of flaming ash.

Words

fertile soil: ground or earth where plants grow easily, producing
good crops
summit: top
magma: technical word for hot, melted rock below the surface
of the earth
lava: hot liquid rock from a volcano that becomes solid as it cools
tumbling: tumble - to fall - or here to flow quickly
gully: narrow valley or channel in hill or mountain
volcanology: the scientific study of volcanoes
seismology: the scientific study of earthquakes
ranking: used after a word such as high or critical to describe
its position or grade
flaming: burning or, here, very hot , bright with heat
(source: BBC)

Every action has a
reaction. We have
one planet; one
chance.
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$7b to be allocated to retrofit,
rebuild flood-devastated houses

S O C I E T Y TEHRAN – A budget of
d
e
s
k 290 trillion rials (nearly
$7 billion) will be allotted to reconstruct
and repair housing units destructed by
flood in 18 provinces across the country,
Mehdi Jamalinejad, deputy interior minister for urban and rural development
has announced.
Flood has devastated some 169,377
housing units, 68,333 of which are beyond repair and must be reconstructed,
he stated, adding, some 101,062 houses
have been partially destroyed.
Moreover, household appliances of
109,832 families also have suffered damages, he further regretted.
He went on to say that 20,000 housing
units, undergone devastation by recent
flooding in Aq-Oala county in northern
Golestan province, are under construction.
Non-repayable loans amounting to 25
trillion rials (nearly $600 million) will be
provided for retrofitting of houses, 7.4
trillion rials (around $177 million) will
also be earmarked to compensate for the
infrastructure damages, he explained.
Some 56,550 flood survivors have applied to receive the loans, of them 25,629
have been introduced to the banks by the
housing foundation and 2,482 of them have
so far received the loans, he added.
He further expressed hope that the whole

Non-repayable loans amounting to
25 trillion rials (nearly $600 million) will
be provided for retrofitting of houses,
7.4 trillion rials (around $177 million) will
also be earmarked to compensate for the
infrastructure damages.

houses undergone partial destruction will
be fully retrofitted by the next 2 months,
and houses requiring reconstruction will
also be completed by the next [Iranian
calendar] year (starting in March 2020).
Referring to the Construction Basij [affiliated to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps], collaborating in reconstruction of
the houses, he noted that 40,000 housing
units will be constructed for the underprivileged affected by flood.
He also said that Budget and Planning
Organization has allocated some 70 trillion
rials (nearly $1.7 billion) to reconstruction
of the flood-stricken areas.
Ismail Najjar, head of National Disaster Management Organization, also said
that more than 169,000 housing units in
21 provinces are damaged by the floods
which must be either repaired, rebuilt,
or retrofitted.
Flood victims will be also provided with
allowances to pay for their rents while their
houses are being reconstructed, Najjar
concluded.
Torrential rain started on March 19 led
to flood in at least 25 out of 31 provinces
of Iran and caused extensive damage to
the houses, schools, urban and rural infrastructure, crops and livestock. Provinces
of Lorestan, Golestan, and Khuzestan are
hit the hardest with the flooding.

$1.5b required to complete Tehran subway lines 6, 7: CEO

S O C I E T Y TEHRAN — In order to complete
d
e
s
k the construction project of lines 6
and 7 of Tehran Metro a budget of 60 trillion rials
(nearly $1.5 billion) is needed, Ali Emam, the CEO
of Tehran Urban & Suburban Railway Operation
Company has said.
Considering the increasing inflation rate in the
country, subway equipment prices have increased
as well so in order to complete the two subway lines
some 30 trillion rials (nearly $700 million) is needed
to complete the construction project of each of the two

lines, YJC quoted Emam as saying on Friday.
Tehran metro line 6 covering 32 kilometers of the
capital consists of 30 stations. Subway line 7 is 27
kilometers long with 22 stations. Both lines are partially
opened, however, they are not fully operational.
Tehran subway system consists of five operational lines,
stretching to 170 kilometers, and the lines 6 and 7 are
under construction. The lines link south to north, east to
west and are gradually covering more neighborhoods. By
completing the two aforementioned lines 70 kilometers
will be added to the current railways.

Camera traps picture Asiatic cheetah,
Persian leopards in Semnan

ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — An Asid
e
s
k atic cheetah and three
Persian leopards have been observed
through camera traps in Shahrood county
in north central Semnan province, Amir
Abdous, the provincial department of
environment chief, has announced.
“Cameras have recently captured photos
of an Asiatic cheetah and three Persian
leopards around watering troughs,” he said.
All are mature and physically healthy,
which is so precious, Abdous further highlighted, Mehr reported on Wednesday.
Referring to ten camera traps installed
in the area by the environmentalists to
determine the exact distribution of the
species, he said that Asiatic cheetah and
Persian leopard are two invaluable species
which are endangered despite being among
umbrella and flagship species.
In conservation biology, a flagship
species is a species chosen to stimulate
people to provide money or support for
biodiversity conservation in a given place
or social context. The use of flagship
species has been dominated by large
bodied animals, especially mammals,
like Asiatic cheetah.
Umbrella species are species selected
for making conservation-related decisions,
typically because protecting these species
indirectly protects the many other species
that make up the ecological community of
its habitat, such as Persian leopard.

Species conservation can be subjective because it is hard to determine the
status of many species. With millions of
species of concern, the identification of
selected keystone species, flagship species
or umbrella species makes conservation
decisions easier.
Both listed as critically endangered by
the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN), the Asiatic cheetah and
Persian leopard are among the rarest cats
in the world at subspecies level with declining population, and few of them remained in Iran.
Roads fragmenting their habitats are the
main threats for the species, while guard
dogs and stray dogs, drought spells, decreasing population of the prey species,
illegal hunting and habitat loss are also
other factors endangering the sparse population of them in the country.
Earlier in April, An Asiatic cheetah and
two Persian leopards have been spotted
in Shahrood county.

Ovine rinderpest kills red deer in
northern Iran

ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — Some 6
d
e
s
k red deer lost their lives
due to an outbreak of ovine rinderpest, a
contagious disease of cattle, sheep, and
goats, in Talesh county located in northern
Gilan province, ISNA reported on Friday.
According to Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) ovine rinderpest
commonly known as Peste des Petits
Ruminants (PPR) or sheep and goat
plague, is a highly contagious animal
disease affecting small ruminants. Once
introduced, the virus can infect up to 90
percent of an animal heard, and the disease
kills anywhere from 30 to 70 percent of
infected animals. The PPR virus does not
infect humans.
Following the spread of the infection
in a forest park in province of Gilan,
some 6 carcasses of red deer have been
found, attempts were made to carry out
investigation on the carcasses for precise
determination.
Provincial department of environment
took measures to reduce the spread of
infections by vaccinating the rest of the
species in the park as well as disinfecting the lands and watering troughs, the
report added.
The disease was first spotted in Iran
in late 1370s (1997-2000), following the
smuggling of domestic livestock to the
country, the most recent one was in July
2018 that has led to death of 70 heads of

rams and wild goats in the Rochon area in
Khabr national park in Kerman province.
PPR was first described in 1942 in
Côte d’Ivoire. Since then the disease
has spread to large regions in Africa, the
Middle East and Asia. Today, more than
70 countries have confirmed PPR within
their borders, and many countries are at
risk of the disease being introduced. These
regions are home to approximately 1.7
billion heads – roughly 80 percent – of
the global population of sheep and goats.
According to World Organization for
Animal Health (OIE) standard disease
control measures consisting of quarantine,
movement control, sanitary slaughter,
and cleaning and disinfection should be
applied to prevent or control the disease.
The virus is susceptible to most disinfectants. There are no medications available
to treat the disease, but supportive treatment may decrease mortality. A vaccine
is used where the disease is established
and it provides good immunity.
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Plans on agenda to address sand
and dust storms in 4 provinces
Studies to combat sand and dust storms are almost completed and next
year (starting on March 21) plans will be implemented in four provinces
of Khuzestan, Sistan-Baluchestan, Kerman and Hormozgan, director of
the national headquarters for combatting sand and dust storms has said.
Ali Mohammad Tahmasbi-Birgani explained that the national document
to fight sand and dust storms will be hammered out next week and will
be implemented once it is approved.
The five-year plan will set strategies and guidelines for developing early warning
systems for sand and dust storms and restoration plans for wetlands and
also task responsible bodies to tackle the environmental issue, ISNA quoted
Tahmasbi-Birgani as saying on Friday.

PREFIX/SUFFIX

 استان جنوبی در اولویت مقابله با گرد و غبار۴
مدیــر ملــی ســتاد مقابلــه بــا پدیــده گــرد و غبــار از تهیــه ســند ملــی مقابلــه بــا گــرد
:و غبــار و نهایــی شــدن مطالعــات طوفــان ماســه و گــرد و غبــار خبــر داد و اظهارکــرد
 کرمــان و هرمــزگان در اولویــت، سیســتان و بلوچســتان،ســال بعــد اســتانهای خوزســتان
.مقابلــه بــا گــرد و غبــار قــرار میگیرنــد
علــی محمــد طهماســبی بیرگانــی بــا اشــاره بــه تهیــه ســند ملــی مقابلــه بــا پدیــده گــرد و غبــار
. ایــن ســند هفتــه آینــده بررسســی خواهــد شــد و بعــد از تصویــب اعمــال شــود:اعــام کــرد
 برنامــه پنــج ســاله مقابلــه بــا:بــه گــزارش روز جمعــه خبرگــزاری ایســنا وی ادامــه داد
گــرد و غبــار برنامههــا و رهنمودهــای کلــی را در حــوزه سیســتمهای پیشبینــی هشــدار
 عملیــات اصالحــی و روشهــای احیایــی را شــامل میشــود و وظایــف همــه،گــرد و غبــار
.دســتگاههای اجرایــی را مشــخص میکنــد

PHRASAL VERB

IDIOM

“agro-, agri-, agr-”

Hand something down

Broad strokes

Meaning: soil or field
For example: The workshop presents information
on sustainable agricultural systems.

Meaning: to give or leave something to people who
will live after you
For example: The ring was handed down to her
from her grandmother.

Explanation: if something is described or defined
with/in broad strokes, it is outlined in a very general way,
without any details
For example: “In a few broad strokes he summed
up the situation.”

I N T E R NAT I O NALDAI LY

WORLD IN FOCUS

MAY 26, 2019

TEHRAN— Scores of protesters marched
through Tokyo, ahead of a four-day state visit
by U.S. President Donald Trump.
People held banners and placards protesting against the U.S-developed Aegis
Ashore missile interceptor systems that
will be based in Japan. The demonstration
was against the state visit by U.S. President
Donald Trump to Japan.
Trump’s arrival Tokyo on Saturday amid
heavy security measures comes as Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe aims to underscore the warm relationship between the two
allies even though the Trump administration
has recently regarded auto exports to the
U.S. as a potential national security threat,
further seeking to cut the American trade
deficit with Japan.
The U.S. has engaged in a costly trade
war with China to stop what it views as Beijing’s unfair treatment of American companies. Trump’s policies has also given rise
to simmering tensions with Japan and the
European Union over trade.
While Trump and Abe are expected to

File photo

Protests in Japan against
Trump’s visit

discuss trade during planned meetings on
Monday, officials of both countries have discounted the possibility of any deals during
the visit which lasts through Tuesday.

“I don’t think they will find the final solution at this summit meeting,” said public
affair minister Takehiro Shimada at the
Japanese embassy in Washington during

a press briefing on Thursday.
Instead, Shimada addes, he anticipated
the two leaders would “confirm the importance of the acceleration of the negotiations”
toward “creating a win-win” agreement.
An unnamed U.S. official cited in a
Bloomberg report also downplayed the
prospects on trade, saying it’s not the focus
of the four-day trip, which is built around
the symbolism of close Washington-Tokyo ties. The official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity, further asserted
that the U.S. president plans to promote
bilateral, free and fair trade during his
conversations with Abe.
Trump stated last week that imported
automobiles represented a threat to U.S.
national security but then declared a delay
in imposing tariffs on imported vehicles and
parts from Japan and other nations for 180
days to pursue negotiations.
A Japanese official also cited in the report
said that Trump and Abe were unlikely to
resolve trade disputes involving automobile
tariffs during the visit this week.

Yemenis hold funeral for victims of
deadly Saudi air raids on Sana’a

U.S. military helicopter destroyed after
‘hard landing’ in Afghanistan

TEHRAN— Yemeni people have held a
mass funeral for victims of last week’s Saudi
airstrikes on the capital Sana’a, venting
their anger at the bloody bombing campaign led by the Riyadh regime against
the impoverished nation.
During Friday’s funeral procession, the
mourners laid to rest the bodies of six civilians, including four children, who were
killed in the Saudi attack on Sana’a’s Rukas
district on May 16.
Yemeni journalist Ahmed Sharaf alSelmy, whose four children Seham, Abdulrahman, Khalid and Wase’em, were
among the victims of the Saudi air raid,
denounced the brutal war on his country.
“The aggression on Yemen is unjust, may
God exact revenge upon them. They killed
my four children for no reason,” he said.
Sana’a Mayor Hamoud Abbad also condemned the Saudi airstrike on the Yemeni
capital, which also left more than 50 people
injured.

TEHRAN— A U.S. military helicopter has
been destroyed after a “hard landing” in
Afghanistan that left all passengers and
crew onboard injured.
Colonel David Butler, a spokesman
for US Forces Afghanistan, said a CH-47
Chinook helicopter “hit the ground hard
on the way to drop passengers off” during a
mission in the country’s southern province
of Helmand on Saturday.
Butler said the helicopter had been totally destroyed during the landing, adding
that, “both Afghan and U.S. personnel were
injured but all are stable and expected to
recover.”
The American official ruled out the
possibility of any “hostile fire or enemy
contact” in the incident.
Chinooks are the workhorse aircraft
for foreign forces in Afghanistan and are
used to transfer troops and supplies across
the country.
The incident comes as a wave of assaults

“This is a crime that must touch the
human conscience. This criminal act undoubtedly proves that this aggression only
strives to kill Yemenis, their women and
their children and to destroy their houses,” he said.
The mourners stressed that the blood
of the Yemeni victims would not be wasted
and that those responsible for the killing
would be punished sooner or later.
They further noted that Saudi aggression will only strengthen their resolve to
confront the enemies.
According to Press TV, the deadly air
raid on Sana’a came two days after Yemen’s
Houthi Ansarullah movement launched a
retaliatory drone attack on two oil pumping
stations in Saudi Arabia’s most strategically
important pipeline in response to the regime’s crimes against the Yemeni nation.
The drone strike forced the Saudi oil
giant Aramco to temporarily halt pumping
oil on the East-West pipeline.

by the Taliban militants has forced the
Afghan and American militaries to make
far greater use of air transport to move
troops and supplies. Inadequate training
and poor planning have, however, led to
frequent crashes.
The war-wracked country has been
struggling to stop scores of deadly attacks by the Taliban militant group
almost across the country over the
past months.
According to Press TV, the Taliban’s
five-year rule over at least three quarters of
Afghanistan came to an end when the United
States and its allies invaded the country on
October 7, 2001 as part of Washington’s
so-called war on terror; but ever since, the
group has been involved in widespread
militancy.
Many parts of the country remain under militant control despite the years-long
presence of U.S.-led foreign forces in the
country.

Bolton says U.S. open to talking to North Korea, won’t change position

TTEHRAN— U.S. security adviser John Bolton has called
on North Korea to return to talks but ruled out a change
of position, after Pyongyang said it will suspend the negotiations unless Washinton changes its “arbitrary and
dishonest” stance.
Bolton said Saturday the administration of President
Donald Trump was still open to talks with Pyongyang on
the same terms that caused his high-profile meeting with
the North’s Kim Jong-un in February to collapse.
“Trump has held the door open for Kim, the next step is
for Kim to walk through it,” he said at a press roundtable.
The two leaders abruptly ended their latest summit in Vietnam’s capital, Hanoi, after failing to reach an agreement
on the next steps, Press TV reported.
Trump walked away from the summit, claiming
that Kim had insisted on the removal of all sanctions
on North Korea. Pyongyang however rejected that
account, stressing that it had only asked for a partial
lifting of the bans.
Following the failure of the summit, the North repeatedly
warned that it was considering ending talks on denuclearization and resuming its nuclear and missile tests over what
it described as “the gangster-like stand” of the U.S.
Pyongyang eventually announced on Friday that the
talks will never be resumed unless Washington “comes
forward with a new method of calculation.”

TEHRAN — The secretary general of the Lebanese resistance movement Hezbollah Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah
calls for a huge participation in Al-Quds Day next Friday.
Speaking on the Resistance and Liberation Day Nasrallah said “this year, participating in Al-Quds Day is very
important because the Palestinian cause is facing the biggest
conspiracy ever.”
“There is an overwhelming Palestinian rejection and a
firm stance on boycotting the US economic conference to
be held in Bahrain. We hail the position of the Bahraini
scholars, people and political forces that expressed their
rejection that Manama is the land that embraces the first
step of the deal of the century” he added.
Nasrallah also said “the statement of the Lebanese President and the army’s leadership on the adherence to the
liberation of the Shabaa farms was strong. What happened
on May 25, 2000 had very important consequences. We
support the state and stand with it regarding the demarcation of borders and adherence to all rights in land and
water. We thank all those who offered sacrifices until the
liberation was achieved”
‘“Israel and the U.S. recognize Lebanon’s power and
are plotting to get rid of it. Lebanon is no longer seen as
weak but as strong. The conflicts in the Persian Gulf as
well as the threats facing Iran are related to the Deal of
the Century” Nasrallah said.

World gears up to mark
Quds Day
TEHRAN— People across the world have been gearing
up to mark the International Quds Day to reiterate their
call for the liberation of Palestine from Israeli occupation
and to denounce Israel’s atrocities.
The International Quds Day is a legacy of the late founder
of the Islamic Republic, Imam Khomeini, who designated
the day in solidarity with Palestinians.
According to Press TV, since the 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran, the International Quds Day has been held
worldwide on the last Friday of the the Muslim fasting
month of Ramadan.
Here are some posters calling for participation in the
Quds Day rallies.

Contest to replace May
as British prime minister
hots up
TEHRAN— The contest to replace Theresa May as British
prime minister hotted up on Saturday with five candidates
now vying for a job whose central task will be to find a way
to take a divided Britain out of the European Union.

’Missile tests violated UN resolution’

Bolton, however, accused the North on Saturday of violating a UN Security Council resolution aimed at halting its
nuclear and missile programs.
“The UN resolution prohibits the launch of any ballistic
missiles,” he said.
North Korea’s test firings included short range ballistic
missiles and so there was “no doubt” it was a violation,
he added.
This is the first time that an American official is openly
regarding the missile launches as a violation.
Trump, who has often touted a rosy relationship with
Kim, had played down the tests, saying he remained hopeful
for a deal to compliment North Korea’s “great economic
potential.”
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo also noted that the
tests did not violate the testing moratorium because the

White House will lay out the first part of
Trump’s so-called peace plan when it holds
an international conference in Bahrain in
late June.
“Tackling these challenges requires
sincerity of intent, concerted efforts from
regional and international players and appropriate political conditions for economic
prosperity,” the statement added.
“These conditions would not be achieved
without fair political solutions to the issues
of the peoples of the region, especially the
Palestinian issue, in accordance with a framework acceptable to the brotherly Palestinian

missiles were not capable of reaching the U.S. mainland.

’Kim should meet Japanese PM’

Bolton also called on Kim to meet with Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. He said that a summit between Abe
and Kim “could be substantive assistance to that.”
Currently, a meeting is scheduled to be held between Abe
and Trump on Monday. North Korea’s nuclear program and
bilateral trade are at the top of the agenda for the summit.
Trump on Friday arrived for a four-day official visit
to Tokyo amid rising tensions between the two countries
over trade exchanges.

people,” it added.
Trump’s plan has been dismissed by Palestinian authorities ahead of its unveiling at
the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan
and the formation of the new Israeli cabinet.
Speaking in the occupied West Bank city of
Ramallah on April 16, Palestinian Prime Minister
Mohammad Shtayyeh lashed out at Trump’s
initiative, asserting that it was “born dead.”
Shtayyeh noted that negotiations with the
U.S. were useless in the wake of the country’s relocation of its embassy from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem al-Quds, which Palestinians
consider the capital city of their future state.

“Very sad for the Iranian people!”

Such bullying and unlawful acts are making or1
dinary people disappointed about international law and
order. They are putting into question the authenticity of
the United Nations, especially its most important body the UN Security Council - that has endorsed the nuclear
agreement, officially known as the JCPOA. They are saying
that either the law of jungle is dominant in the world that
they did not know about it, or that the U.S. is pushing the
world toward anarchy.
The people are saying that they overwhelmingly voted
for Hassan Rouhani in the 2013 presidential election for

Conflicts in Persian Gulf
related to Deal of the Century

Earlier this month, Kim observed the test fire of two
long-range and several short-range ballistic weapons and
ordered the military to “keep full combat posture to cope
with any emergency.”
An unidentified spokesman for the North’s foreign
ministry said the underlying cause of the breakdown is
“the arbitrary and dishonest position taken by the United
States, insisting on a method which is totally impossible
to get through.”

Conditions not ripe for Trump Mideast plan: Qatar

TEHRAN— Qatar has refuted U.S. President
Donald Trump’s controversial proposal for
peace between Palestinians and the Israeli
regime, saying the demands of the Palestinian people need to be considered in any
such plans.
Qatar’s Foreign Ministry said in a Friday statement that economic development
needed for peace in Palestine could not be
achieved without “fair political solutions”
acceptable to Palestinians.
The statement was referring to the
Trump’s so-called “Deal of the Century”
plan set to be unveiled next month. The
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his slogans of moderation and a promise to end the nuclear standoff with the West. Again, in the 2017 election,
they say they reelected him for clinching the nuclear deal
and vowing to remove the remaining sanctions against
the country.
But now they ask themselves what has happened that
not only the previous sanctions have returned but also new
ones have been introduced.
Through such a thoughtless and reckless approaches,
Trump and other extremists are radicalizing the ordinary
people and badly spoil their views about the United States,

According to Press TV, Doha’s opposition
to the U.S.’ plan is significant given that
the “Deal of the Century” was expected to
encourage investment in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip by Arab donor countries - including Qatar - before grappling with thorny
political issues at the heart of the conflict.
Qatar, a close U.S. ally and home to its
largest Middle East air base, has poured
millions of dollars into the impoverished
Gaza Strip over the past year to boost its
ailing economy, and this month pledged
an additional $480 million to support both
Gaza and the West Bank.

even though the U.S. is not synonymous with Trump and
those around him.
Also, people are now seeing inconsistency in what Trump
says and what he does in practice in his repeated threats of
war against Iran. They are noticing that on the one hand
Trump claims that he is not seeking war with Iran, and
on the other he is deploying troops, bombers and aircraft
carriers to the Persian Gulf and the nearby region and urgently orders sale of billions of dollars’ worth of weapons
to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, who are
wishing the worst for Iran.

May announced on Friday she was quitting over her
failure to deliver Brexit, raising the prospect of a new leader
who could seek a more divisive split with the EU which
could lead to confrontation with the bloc or a possible
parliamentary election, Reuters reported.
British health minister Matt Hancock became the latest
figure to join the contest to replace May, following former
foreign minister Boris Johnson, current foreign minister
Jeremy Hunt, International Development Secretary Rory
Stewart and former work and pensions minister Esther
McVey.
About a dozen contenders in total are thought to be
considering a tilt at the leadership, with trade minister
Liam Fox and former junior Brexit minister Steve Baker
not ruling out a challenge when asked on Saturday.
May failed three times to get a divorce deal she agreed
with the EU through parliament because of deep, long-term
divisions in the Conservative Party over Europe. It meant
the original exit date of March 29 has been extended until
Oct. 31 to see if any compromise could be reached.
All those standing say they can succeed where she failed,
although the EU has said it would not renegotiate the treaty
it had agreed with May.
“Of course we have to deliver Brexit and I will,” Hancock
told BBC radio. “We have to propose a deal that will get
through this parliament. We have to be brutally honest
about the trade-offs.”
The issue is set to dominate the contest which will begin
in the week of June 10 when Conservative lawmakers begin
to whittle down the field before party members choose the
winner from the final two candidates.

JOHNSON THE FAVORITE

Surveys have suggested that the members are overwhelmingly pro-Brexit and in favor of leaving the EU
without a deal.
Boris Johnson is the clear favorite with bookmakers
and he has said Britain should be prepared to exit the
bloc without any deal if no acceptable agreement could
be reached.
“We will leave the EU on October 31, deal or no deal,”
Johnson told an economic conference in Switzerland on
Friday.
The party’s divisions over the EU has led to the demise
of its last four prime ministers - May, David Cameron,
John Major and Margaret Thatcher - and there is little
indication these schisms will be healed soon.
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Messi finishes Europe’s top
scorer for third straight year
Lionel Messi has become the first player to win Europe’s Golden
Shoe award for three straight years after his nearest challenger
Kylian Mbappe failed to score the four goals he needed in Paris
St Germain’s final league match of the season on Friday.
Messi earned the honour, which goes to the leading scorer in
league matches in Europe’s top divisions, for a record-extending
sixth time after finding the net 36 times for Barcelona, while
Mbappe ended the campaign on 33 goals after scoring PSG’s
only goal in a 3-1 loss at Stade de Reims.
While Messi’s goal haul helped his side clinch the La Liga title
last month the 31-year-old Argentine said earlier on Friday that
he was not giving the Golden Shoe race much thought with the
side still coming to terms with their Champions League semi-final
elimination to Liverpool.
“I haven’t been thinking about that prize at all, we are still
coping with what happened against Liverpool and I’m not thinking
about personal awards,” Messi told a news conference ahead of
Saturday’s Copa del Rey final against Valencia.
(Source: Reuters)

Nike to waive performance
targets for pregnant athletes
Sportswear giant Nike will waive performance-based targets
for 12 months for any of their pregnant athletes after several
runners revealed they had their payments frozen, according to
a New York Times report on Friday.
American middle distance runner Alysia Montano and British
distance runner Jo Pavey both said earlier this month that Nike
had stopped their sponsorship payments while pregnant.
Sponsorship agreements with athletes typically include clauses
that reduce payments if they do not reach performance-based
targets.
The company told Reuters on May 16 it still had performance-based payment reduction clauses in their agreements,
but they had changed their policy last year so that no female
athletes would be “penalized financially for pregnancy”.
The New York Times added on Friday that Nike would waive
performance-pay reductions for 12 months for athletes who have
a baby and said they could do more.
“We’ve recognized Nike, Inc., can do more, and there is an
important opportunity for the sports industry collectively to evolve
to better support female athletes,” Sandra Carreon-John, a Nike
spokeswoman, said in a emailed statement to the newspaper.
(Source: Eurosport)

Neymar to arrive early in
Brazil for Copa America
Star striker Neymar will join Brazil’s Copa America squad for
training Saturday, three days ahead of schedule, an official said
Friday.
“He will arrive tomorrow between 11:00 am and noon,” (1400
GMT and 1500 GMT) Brazil football federation press officer
Vinicius Rodrigues told reporters at the Granja Comary complex
in Teresopolis near Rio de Janeiro.
Neymar, the world’s most expensive player, had been expected
to arrive on May 28, six days after Brazil began preparations for
the tournament. No explanation was provided for the change.
Reporters were tipped off to Neymar’s early arrival after he
failed to show up to a PSG training session open to the media.
His team-mates Marquinhos and Thiago Silva, who are also
part of the Brazilian squad, were there.
When asked if Neymar had been released from training, coach
Thomas Tuchel said “not by me.”
Neymar had been sidelined for PSG’s last two games of the
domestic season and the French Champions Trophy after being
handed a three-match suspension for lashing out at a spectator
following PSG’s shock defeat by Rennes in the French Cup final
earlier this month.
His early arrival was welcomed by his Copa America team-mates.
“Neymar is our best player, it’s good that he is here, he brings
us his experience,” said Manchester City goalkeeper Ederson.
Everton winger Richarlison said “we can do better training”
with Neymar.
Eight-time winners Brazil face Bolivia, Venezuela and Peru
in the group stage, which start on June 14, after two friendlies
against Qatar and Honduras.
(Source: Goal)

Semenya to return to track in
2,000 metres race in France
Two-time Olympic champion Caster Semenya will run in the
2,000 metres in a meeting held in the Paris suburbs on June 11,
the organisers said on Friday.
The race in Montreuil, just east of the French capital, will be the
South African’s first since she lost an appeal against International
Association of Athletics Federations rules governing testosterone levels in women athletes, which came into effect on May 8.
Semenya has also entered the 3,000m at the Prefontaine Classic,
which this year is being held in Stanford, California, on June 30.
At longer distances Semenya, who won her Olympic golds at
800m, can compete without reducing her testosterone levels.
The new rules require women with higher than normal male
hormone levels -- so-called “hyperandrogenic” athletes -- to artificially lower the amount of testosterone in their bodies if they
are to compete in races over distances of 400m to the mile.
Semenya won the 800m at the Doha Diamond League meeting this month in her first race since losing her appeal of the
controversial IAAF ruling at the Court of Arbitration for Sport.
Semanya has said she will not take medication but has also
said she hopes to defend her 800m at the world championships
in Doha, which start on September 27.
“Hell no. No way,” she said. “I don’t know what will happen
next. But no one should tell me what to do, if people want to
stop me from doing something that’s their problem, not mine.”
She said she was fighting a bigger battle beyond the track.
(Source: AFP)
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Federer, Nadal threaten Djokovic bid for
historic Slam

Novak Djokovic can become only the second man in history to have twice held all
four Grand Slam titles at the same time with
victory at the French Open.
However, a returning Roger Federer and
rejuvenated Rafael Nadal will once again
stand in his way.
World number one Djokovic completed
his first private stranglehold of all four Slams
with victory at Roland Garros in 2016.
Having clinched the 2018 Wimbledon and
US Open titles and then a seventh Australian
Open crown in January this year, the Serb is
tantalizingly close to another ‘Djoko Slam’.
Federer and Nadal, with 20 and 17 career
Grand Slam titles each respectively, may be
ahead of 15-time major winner Djokovic in
total hauls.
However, they have never managed to
hold all four of the sport’s greatest prizes at
the same time.
It is such a rare feat that only Don Budge
(1938) and Rod Laver (1962 and 1969) -- all
calendar Grand Slams -- have pulled off the
sweep in the sport’s history.
Djokovic, who turned 32 on Wednesday, is
playing down his potential date with destiny.
After losing to Nadal in the Italian Open
final last weekend, the Serb was in no doubt
that it was the Spaniard who would likely be
celebrating a 12th Roland Garros title in a
little over two weeks’ time.

“Nadal, number one favorite, without a
doubt -- then everyone else,” he said.
However, he admits his Paris triumph
of 2016 which gave him his first sweep, is
fueling his bid for more history.
“There is an extra motivation and incentive
to win Roland Garros because of the opportunity to hold all four Slams, something I did
three years ago, and that gives me obviously
enough reason to believe I can do it again.”
Twelve months ago, such confidence would
have appeared reckless when he was shocked
by Italian journeyman Marco Cecchinato in

the quarter-finals, a defeat which sent him
crashing out of the top 20 for the first time
in over a decade.
This time around he starts his campaign
against Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz, the world
number 43 with a potential quarter-final
against Germany’s Alexander Zverev who
has still to get past the last eight at a Slam.
Federer is returning to Roland Garros for
the first time since 2015 having turned his back
on clay court tennis to focus on Wimbledon.
10th anniversary
This year marks the 10th anniversary of

his one and only Paris triumph and should
the 37-year-old defy the odds and clinch the
2019 title he would become the oldest Grand
Slam champion of all time.
However, Federer admits his hopes of
seeing off Nadal and Djokovic are slim.
“I feel like I’m playing good tennis, but
is it enough against the absolute top guys
when it really comes to the crunch? I’m not
sure if it’s in my racquet,” he said Friday.
The Swiss star faces Italy’s Lorenzo Sonego,
ranked at 73 in the first round on Sunday and
could meet Nadal in the semi-finals.
Nadal, whose record at Roland Garros
stands at a staggering 11 titles and a win-loss
record of 86-2, claimed a ninth Italian Open
title and a record 34th Masters last week.
“I don’t care if I’m the favourite,” said
Nadal who starts against German qualifier
Yannick Hanfmann, the world 184 who has
never won a Grand Slam match.
“I care about feeling well and playing well.”
Nadal’s three-set win over Djokovic in
Rome was timely as it was his first title of
2019 and had followed three successive
semi-final losses at Monte Carlo, Barcelona
and Madrid.
The last two of those were against Dominic Thiem and Stefanos Tsitsipas, both of
whom play with a one-handed backhand,
just like Federer.
(Source: AFP)

Chelsea not backing Baku plan for fans
travelling to Europa League final

Refurbished Roland Garros ready for
players and fans

Chelsea says it won’t support Baku local
authorities’ plans to help the club’s fans
get to Wednesday’s Europa League final.
Chelsea will play Arsenal in the Azerbaijani capital, and UEFA’s choice of venue
has been questioned by English fans for
its difficulty to reach.
Baku officials want fans to fly to neighboring Georgia then travel 580km overland
to the game as one solution.
“It is not an option that the club feels
it can endorse,” Chelsea said.
The club spoke out after Chelsea Supporters Trust criticized it for a lack of help
for fans trying to get to the game.
“We sympathize with the problems
our supporters face organizing travel to
Azerbaijan for the game,” Chelsea said.
The club added it has been working with
Arsenal and travel company Thomas Cook
Sport to look at ways to help fans travel
to Azerbaijan.
“Unfortunately, a number of factors outside the club’s control have made organization
a complicated and challenging process,” it said.
“This includes the location of the final being
2,500 miles from London, a lack of available
charter aircraft and transport infrastructure
which limited the number of flights able to
arrive in Baku around the final.”
Local authorities in Baku have told European football’s governing body UEFA they
have organized “an alternative option for
supporters of both clubs to reach Baku,”
Chelsea explained.
That would mean flying to Tbilisi in
neighboring Georgia then using ground

There are still a few workers on site, but the
new Roland Garros will be ready to host
fans and players when the main tournament
opens on Sunday in a classy environment
featuring an 80% rebuilt Philippe Chatrier
and a brand new semi-sunken court.
Named after France’s second-most
decorated female player, the brand new
5,000 seat Court Simonne Mathieu nestles amongst the area’s graceful 19-century
greenhouses.
The Roland Garros redevelopment
involved expanding the venue into the
picturesque Serres d’Auteuil, the famed
botanical garden that is home to 6,000
square meters of greenhouses built in 1898
and which contains works by the sculptor
Auguste Rodin. Court Simonne Mathieu is
therefore surrounded by four greenhouses
showcasing rare plants with the expansion
adding more than 1,300 sqm of greenhouses
to the existing ones.
“It’s all finally come together, we have
our new court at Roland Garros, and I’m
keen to see the first players take to the court
here because I think there’s going to be an
electric and extraordinary atmosphere,”
tournament director Guy Forget.
“It’s a kind of smaller version of the
Philippe-Chatrier court, surrounded by
greenery, it’s a really unique court.
“Players who participate in Wimbledon
and other Grand Slam tournaments can
find Roland Garros a little bit outdated. I
believe they’ve been supporting this little
metamorphosis at Roland Garros for the last
two years and this Simonne Mathieu court

transportation to Baku. That is a distance
of some 580km and often made by a 12hour overnight train service.
“We are grateful to the local organizing
committee for offering this option,” Chelsea
said. “And while we acknowledge it may
prove to be cheaper than flying to Baku, it is
not a straightforward journey and there will
be no stewarding or the regular supporter
safety measures on board train travel from
Tbilisi to Baku. “It is not an option that the
club feels it can endorse as a satisfactory
alternative travel route for supporters still
wishing to travel to Baku.”
The club said there were also “uncertainties around the viability” of a proposed
extra charter flight that had been suggested.
It added it would “continue to work
with all relevant organizations” to help
fans with tickets get to the game.
Both Chelsea and Arsenal have been
allocated 6,000 tickets.
Arsenal have sold just over half of their
3,000 ticket allocation and it is thought a
similar number of Chelsea tickets have been
sold. Chelsea Supporters Trust said it was
“disappointed Chelsea have been unable
or unwilling to help supporters overcome
the travel, expense and logistics.
“This is in spite of the trust’s suggestions
as to how the club could offer material help
to supporters wishing to go to Baku.”
It was also critical of a lack of subsidy
from the club to help fans, despite it “having
calculated the negligible financial impact
on the club “.
(Source: BBC)

is a perfect example (of that),” he added.
“We can sell more tickets, welcome more
people, have star players playing on a luxurious court, and I think it’s something
we’ve been lacking until now.”
The new Roland Garros, which will be
completely finished in 2020 when the main
court, Philippe Chatrier, has a retractable
roof to match the other Grand Slams, still
has its own feel.
Crowd favourite Roger Federer, who
won his only French Open title in 2009,
said on Friday: “Now, I feel still it’s the
old Roland Garros, it has kept its flair and
everything, you know, and, of course, I’m
excited to see how it is when it’s all going
to be filled up with the fans and the crowds
and the people”.
Roland Garros has certainly kept its
French identity, naming the new court after Mathieu, twice a French Open singles
champion and a member of the resistance
during World War II.
“It’s significant to have this name,
Simonne Mathieu, this woman who was
both a great tennis champion and a great
member of the resistance, who didn’t hesitate to risk her life physically, to stand by
General de Gaulle - a person who should
enlighten us and enlighten the younger
generations,” said Forget.
Fans and players will also this year bid
farewell to Court One, known as ‘the Bullring’ due to its round shape and unique
atmosphere, before it is demolished to
make space for a lawn.
(Source: Reuters)

‘Should we provide F16s?’ Azerbaijan says it has done everything to protect Arsenal star
Azerbaijan and Armenia, neighbors and political rivals,
have begun to spar verbally over the absence of a leading
European footballer from next week’s Europa League final.
Arsenal’s Armenian midfielder Henrikh Mkhitaryan will
miss the May 29 showpiece occasion due to fears over his
safety in Baku, Azerbaijan.
Armenia and Azerbaijan have been locked in a century-long
conflict stemming from the fall of the Russian Empire in 1917.
Both Arsenal and Mkhitaryan decided it was best for the
30-year-old to remain in the UK, while the rest of the squad
traveled to Baku for the game against Chelsea.
Mkhitaryan tweeted earlier this week that, “It’s the kind
of game that doesn’t come along very often for us players and
I must admit, it hurts me a lot to miss it. I will be cheering
my teammates on! Let’s bring it home Arsenal.”
That decision was taken despite European football governing body UEFA’s “guarantees” -- after speaking to “the
highest authorities in the country” -- that the player would
be safe. On Thursday, Azerbaijan’s Minister of Youth and
Sports, Azad Rahimov, told CNN Sport that there is nothing
more his country can do to allay Mkhitaryan’s fears given the
Azeri government provided more written assurances than
on any previous occasion for an athlete entering the country.
“More?” Rahimov said when questioned by CNN Sport’s
Amanda Davies. “What do you mean when you say more?

More than a guarantee? More than 100%? Our feeling and
our understanding about the security, we did all that. What
more could we do?
“We can send a private jet for him? Accompanied by two
F16 Fighting Falcons ... a navy machine? I don’t know what
more we could do.”
“UEFA and Arsenal received all possible and not possible
documentation. From my personal side, I sent a letter and
signed the letter with a guarantee from the government, also
from the Azerbaijan Football Federation, also from all the
government states in charge for security.”

’Deep concerns’
However, a spokesperson for the Armenian ministry
of foreign affairs, told CNN that “the toleration of racist
targeting of Armenians in the Azerbaijani public and the
media, and manifest security risks have made it impossible”
for Mkhitaryan to travel to Baku.
“The Europa League Final could be a good opportunity for Azerbaijan to live up to its alleged commitment
to keeping politics separate from sports as well as to
demonstrate its capacity of tolerance and non-discrimination.
This opportunity has been spectacularly missed,” said
Anna A. Naghdalyan, the spokesman for the Armenian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Earlier in the week an Arsenal statement expressed “deep
concerns” about the situation and the fact that Mkhitaryan’s
absence would be a big loss for the team.
“We’re also very sad that a player will miss out on a major
European final in circumstances such as this, as it is something that comes along very rarely in a footballer’s career,”
the statement read.
However, Rahimov pointed out that numerous Armenian athletes were able to successfully compete in the 2015
European Games in Azerbaijan.
(Source: CNN)
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Iran’s Mollaei takes gold at
IJF Grand Prix in Hohhot

S P O R T S TEHRAN — Saeid Mollaei of
d
e
s
k Iran claimed the gold medal at the
International Judo Federation (IJF) World Tour at the
Grand Prix in Hohhot in China on Saturday.
World champion Mollaei underlined his superiority
in a stacked weight category by winning a rematch of
the 2018 Worlds final in spectacular fashion.
He earned his first Grand Prix gold medal by throwing
Worlds-bound Japanese Fujiwara Sotaro with a sodetsurikomi-goshi for ippon which was arguably the
ippon of the day.
Japanese number one and three-time Grand Slam
winner Fujiwara showed his sportsmanship and respect
for his conqueror by raising the hand of Mollaei after
a thrilling finish to the second day of competition in
Inner Mongolia.
The first bronze medal was won by Germany’s
Dominic Ressel who caught African Championships
gold medalist Mohamed Abdelaal from Egypt with a
sumi-gaeshi for ippon.
The second bronze medal went to Asian-Pacific
Championships bronze medalist Lee Sungho from South
Korea who launched Otgonbaatar for ippon after 36
seconds of golden score.
Another Iranian judoka Mohammad Mohammadi
Barimanloo bade an early farewell to the competition
after losing to Cuban Magdiel Estrada in the men’s
under -73kg.
The grand prix of the International Judo Federation
(IJF), runs from May 24 to 26 in Hohhot, serves as an
Olympic qualifier and attracts about 301 judokas from
43 countries and regions.

Iranian sports official warns over
betting scandal

S P O R T S TEHRAN — Mohamd
e
s
k mad Reza Davarzani,
Iran’s deputy sports minister, says they have
a national duty to fight corruption in sports.
“In a joint meeting with Iran’s Security
Council, cyber police are assigned to control
the betting activities and they will block
online gambling sites,” Davarzani said.
“The clubs’ fan sites must also work
under the supervision of the clubs. The fans
should come to the stadiums in a healthy
atmosphere. We have a national duty to
fight corruption,” he added.
Police has arrested Tractor Sazi goal-

keeper Mohsen Forouzan in connection
with the scandal. He was reportedly monitoring or directing Iran’s larger pro football
teams - and then suspended from all football-related activities by The Disciplinary
Committee of Iran Football Federation for
one month after allegedly conceding goals
in a match against Sepidrood FC.
While betting and gambling is forbidden
in Islam, Esteghlal FC’s Deputy Ali Khatir
had claimed that an average football match
in the Iranian Professional League draws up
to $5 million in betting and that corruption
in Iranian football has become systemic.

where they will face 14-time champions
Argentina, Colombia and Paraguay, in the
June 14-July 7 tournament.
Despite some formidable opponents lying in wait, a confident Sanchez is looking
forward to taking on the likes of Argentina
to further improve his team.
“There are strong sides like Argentina
and Paraguay. There are World Cup winning
sides in that competition. Most of the sides
are top 50. It will be hard but that’s what
we want to do - we want to play against
them and learn.
“We need to arrive and compete well. It
will be physically tough. We have to forget
the Asian Cup triumph. It is not easy at
this level. For sure it is a huge challenge,”
Sanchez said to local media.
Qatar displayed some impressive performances in the AFC Asian Cup, with players
like Almoez Ali - who now holds the record
of most goals scored in the AFC Asian Cup,
Akram Afif and Bassam Al Rawi showing

Iranian journalist Touraj
Laroudi passes away
S P O R T S TEHRAN — Iranian long-serving sports
d
e
s
k journalist Touraj Laroudi died at the age
of 68 on Saturday.
With about fifty years of experience, he passed away after a
long battle with the brain disease in Tehran’s Treata Hospital.

Rouzbeh Cheshmi linked
with Qatar’s Al-Ahli: report
FIFA President Gianni Infantino
congratulates Persepolis on IPL title

S P O R T S TEHRAN — FIFA
d
e
s
k President Gianni Infantino congratulated Persepolis football
club for winning the Iran Professional
League (IPL) title.
The Reds recently clinched their third
successive league title in Iran Professional League.
They extended their record to 12 titles
and FIFA president Gianni Infantino has
sent a message of congratulations to the club.
“It gives me great pleasure to send my
warmest congratulations to Persepolis
FC for their third consecutive league

title,” Infantino said.
“This title is the result of the determination of everyone involved and my congratulations go to the players, the coach,
the administration, the entire technical
team and medical staff as well as the fans
for this great achievement.
“On behalf of the entire footballing community, I would like to thank Persepolis FC
and your association for helping to spread
the positive message of football.
“I look forward to meet you at the 69th
FIFA Congress in Paris,” the FIFA President concluded.

Marc-Aurèle Caillard had pushed out a Juan Ferney
Otero shot.
Caillard intervened several times to stop Amiens doubling their lead before Iranian international Ghoddos
made it 2-0 just after half-time, finishing after being set
up by Guirassy (47’).
Amiens should have been out of sight but instead Alexandre Mendy pulled a goal back for the visitors midway
through the second half. Marcus Coco then hit the bar
for Guingamp as Amiens held on to celebrate survival
with a victory, even if Caen’s defeat meant the outcome
of this match was ultimately not crucial. They finish
15th, four points clear of the bottom three.
(Source: League 1)

Sanchez relishing Copa America challenge
AFC Asian Cup UAE 2019 champions Qatar
are aiming to put out a strong performance
in the 2019 Copa America, says head coach
Felix Sanchez.
Qatar will become the first West Asian
team to participate in the Copa America,
and will be joined by AFC Asian Cup UAE
2019 runners-up Japan, as the Samurai
Blue return to the tournament for the first
since their inaugural appearance in 1999.
“We are looking forward to the event.
Our target is to play to our best. It will be
a great experience and a great challenge,”
said Sanchez, whose contract has been extended till the 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar.
“After the tournament we will be a better
team. Our players are very competitive.
We saw that at the Asian Cup. They are
confident. We are committed to giving our
best. Let’s see what stage we are at since
it has been a long season. We have great
motivation to play a great tournament.”
Qatar are in Group B of the Copa America,

15

Laroudi worked in Iranian sports newspapers Abrar Varzeshi,
Iran Varzeshi and Keyhan Varzeshi as well as Iranian sports
news agencies.
He was known for covering professional wrestling and worked
as the league organizer in the Iranian wrestling competition.
Laroudi will be laid at the Behesht-e Zahra cemetery in Tehran,
capital of Iran on Sunday.
Iranian sports family express condolences over the death of
the veteran journalist.

Amiens celebrate survival with victory
Amiens SC beat EA Guingamp 2-1 at the Stade de la
Licorne on Friday and will still be a Ligue 1 Conforama
club next season.
Christophe Pélissier’s side came into the final day
of the campaign just two points clear of SM Caen in
the relegation play-off place. They had not won in nine
games and a failure to get the victory here would have
left them open to being leapfrogged by Caen and forced
into a two-legged tie against RC Lens to decide their fate.
However, Amiens got the job done against their already-relegated visitors with Sehrou Guirassy and Saman
Ghoddos both on target for the hosts.
Guirassy put them ahead in the 14th minute, pouncing
to score his third goal since arriving in January after

S

great maturity and Sanchez believes they
are hungry to prove themselves against
stronger teams.
“I am extremely happy with the squad.
We have a number of stars, not one, who
could do well in Brazil also. I hope these
players showcase themselves well. I know
they will be looked at by top teams, by big
clubs. Most of the players are young and
they want to get experience,” he said.
“We are willing to learn. It has been a
long season for the players. We played the
Asian Cup followed by the AFC Champions
League apart from the regular football that
started in August last year. But we know
we have to arrive in good condition at Copa
America. The players have the motivation
to do well.”
Qatar have begun preparations for
the Copa America with a boot camp now
underway, with more players expected
to join the squad, before continuing their
training in the United States and a series

of friendlies, including against five-time
world champions Brazil on June 5.
“It will be a short training camp before
we travel to the US for some days and then
to Brazil. We play Brazil on June 5. That will
be our first game on the Brazil trip. Then
on June 9, we will play a Brazilian club
side. This will allow us to test the players.”
Sanchez, however, has cautioned the
fans to not expect too much from Qatar
in the Copa America.
“We are happy with what we did in the
Asian Cup. We are proud to see Qatar fans
were so happy. There was a big support
which helps us to be better. But we are
appearing in Copa America for the first
time. We are not used to playing against
South American sides.”
The Spaniard has called up 40 players
for the boot camp but only 23 will make the
squad for Qatar’s Copa America challenge,
with injuries to some players a concern.
(Source: the-afc)

MNA — Iranian national defender Rouzbeh Cheshmi has been
reportedly linked with a move to Qatar’s Al Ahli SC.
According to Qatari media outlet Estadaldoha, Cheshmi has
arrived in Doha on Friday to negotiate with the Qatari club.
Esteghlal’s jersey no. 4 has shown great performances in his
team both in Iran Professional League and also in AFC Champions League as a defender and defensive midfielder. His abilities
convinced former Team Melli Coach Carlos Queiroz to invite him
to the team and take him to Russia 2018 World Cup. However, the
stylish defender played just the opening match against Morocco
and missed the remaining two due to injury.
According to reports, Cheshmi has not returned to Iran with
Esteghlal after last Monday’s ACL match against UAE’s A-Ain.
Qatar’s Al-Ahli signed another Estghlal star, Omid Ebrahimi,
last year as well as another Iranian national defender Mohammadreza Khanzadeh. Cheshmi will probably replace Khanzadeh
in the team.
Al-Ahli stood fifth in 2018–19 season of Qatar Stars League,
failing to book a place in qualification for AFC Champions League
play-off round.

Iran to face Hong Kong
at AFC U-20 Futsal
Championship opener
Iran will start the AFC U-20 Futsal Championship with a match
against Hong Kong on June 14.
The Iranian team will also play Afghanistan in Group A on
June 16.
Group B consists of Thailand, Lebanon and Kyrgyzstan.
Japan is in Group C along with Vietnam and Tajikistan.
Iraq, the 2017 runner-up, will play Indonesia and Chinese
Taipei in Group D.
The second edition of the AFC U-20 Futsal Championship will
be held in the city of Tabriz, northwest Iran, from June 14 to 22.
The top two teams from each group will advance to the quarter-finals.
(Source: the-afc)

Iran futsal team unchanged
in world ranking
TASNIM — The Iranian national futsal team remained in third
place in the latest ranking released by the Futsal World Ranking.
Team Melli sit third with 1663 points.
Brazil and Spain are first and second with 1876 and 1763
points, respectively
The Iranian national futsal team are preparing for the 2020
AFC Futsal Championship Qualifiers and also 2020 FIFA Futsal
World Cup.
Iran finished third at the FIFA Futsal World Cup Colombia
2016 after a 4-3 penalty shootout win over Portugal following
a 2-2 draw.

Iran to hold 1st conf.
on equal opportunities
in women’s sports
MNA — Iran will organize the first conference on ‘Women, Sports,
and Gender Equality’ sometime in November, according to the
head of the NOC’s sports and women commission.
Mahin Farhadizadeh, Head of the sports and women commission
of the National Olympic Committee of Iran (NOC), said Saturday
that a conference on ‘Women, Sports, and Gender Equality’, the
first of its kind in the country, will be organized sometime in
November in Tehran.
She added that the conference aims to discuss the latest scientific and research findings on women’s sports and address
challenges and ways to further improve the field.
According to her, the conference will also tackle issues such
as “culture of women’s sports society”, “women and sports for
all”, and “women and international sports.”
She also noted that Iran will host the women’s sports commission meeting 2019 Asia, adding that they are now waiting
for a response on the scheduled date for the event.
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GUIDE TO
SPIRITUAL AWAKENING
People’s harmony of character gives them
security against each other’s harm.
Imam Ali (AS)

1st Hormoz Art Expo underway
on Persian Gulf island
A
d

T TEHRAN — The 13/60 Foundation is
k organizing an art expo on the southern
Iranian island of Hormoz in the Persian Gulf.
Over 150 works by 55 artists are on display at the 1st Hormoz
Art Expo underway at the H School, a historical school built
by Czech artist Jerry Pollack in 1973.
e

R

s

An art aficionado visits the 1st Hormoz Art Expo underway
at the H School on the Iranian island of Hormoz in the Persian Gulf.
The art expo is being held in three categories of photography,
painting and drawing.
“As a national heritage site, the school is the best location to
host the art event,” the director of the expo, Morteza Niknahad,
who is also the head of the 13/60 Foundation, told the Persian
service of Honaronline on Saturday.
“The expo was due to open last month because of the
island’s peak season, however, it was postponed due to some
renovations to the school,” he added.
“The works have been selected out of 1,700 submissions by
a jury composed of Hossein Maher, Firuzeh Athari Aghdashlu,
Hassan Bardal, Shahed Saffari and French photographer Eric
Lafforgue,” he stated.
The works are offered at reasonable prices to provide better
chances for the visitors to make a purchase, he concluded.
The expo which opened on May 2 will be running until
June 7.

Evening: 20:31

Dawn: 4:10

(tomorrow)

Sunrise: 5:52 (tomorrow)

MAY 26, 2019

ART&CULTURE

Ammar festival launches #Brotherhood
to support Afghan migrants in Iran

A
d

T TEHRAN — The organizers of the
k Ammar Popular Film Festival have
launched a campaign titled #Brotherhood to support
Afghan migrants in Iran in response to Iran’s claim
that it can’t afford to keep hosting Afghan refugees in
a warning to Europe.
“As part of the campaign, the festival has begun
screening a lineup of movies on Afghanistan,” the
organizers have announced.
“The Commander”, a documentary produced at IRIB
Ofoq Channel about Alireza Tavassoli, a commander of
the Fatemiyoun Division, an Iranian-led Shia militia
active in Syria, is among the films.
The lineup also includes “Maternal” directed by Sassan
Fallahfar about the patience of Afghan soldier Mehdi
Saberi’s mother for his martyrdom in the Syrian war.
“God’s Mission” produced at Iran’s Study Center of
the Islamic Revolution Cultural Front, “Jomeh Gol”
directed by Mohammadreza Hajigholami, “The Heirs”
co-directed by Mehdi Larui and Hamed Pashai, and “My
Son” by Mohammad-Mehdi Khaleqi are also among
the films being screened during the campaign, which
will run until May 30.
The films have been screened in public centers in
the towns of Chenaran, Minab, Nahavand, Farashband,
Baghmalek and Nikshahr.
Screenings will also go on in dozens of cities, including
Tehran, Yazd, Kazerun, Semnan, Shiraz, Eshtehard,
Miandoab and Ramhormoz.
Established by a number of Iranian revolutionary
figures, the Ammar Popular Film Festival has been
named after Ammar Yasir, a close companion of Prophet
Muhammad (S).
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A poster for the #Brotherhood campaign launched by Ammar Popular Film Festival.

Tehran’s Sangelaj Hall hosts tazieh
performances

UNIMA selects photos of Iranian puppet
shows for its 90th anniversary booklet

Thespians perform a tazieh in Tehran’s Imam Hussein Square on October 17,
2016. (Mehr/Mohammad Mohsenifar)
A
R
T TEHRAN — Tehran’s
The taziehs will be held by a cast of
d
e
s
k Sangelaj Hall is playing
veteran performers such as Alaeddin
host to performances of tazieh, Iranian Qasemi, Mehdi Qasemi, Hossein Aqiqi,
passion play, during the Laylat al-Qadr Hassan Aqiqi, Qahraman Yusefi, Amir
– the Grand Nights.
Hassannejad, Jalal Alikhani and Hossein
The Grand Nights are the 19th, 21st and Sahebdel.
23rd nights of the holy month of Ramadan,
Tazieh, which recounts religious events,
during one of which the entire Quran was historical and mythical stories and folk
sent down to the Prophet Muhammad (S). tales, was registered on UNESCO’s List
The performances are taking place on of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity in November 2010.
Saturday, Monday and Wednesday.

A scene from “Ashura” opera puppet show by Iranian director Behruz
Gharibpur.
A
R
T TEHRAN — The picked for the booklet, which will carry
d
e
s
k Union Internationale a selection of the best puppet shows
de la Marionette (UNIMA) has selected performed over the past 90 years, the
photos of three Iranian opera puppet public relations team for Gharibpur’s
shows directed by Behruz Gharibpur to Aran Theater Troupe announced on
publish in a booklet, which is scheduled Saturday.
Gharibpur’s opera puppet shows
to be released during a celebration for
have been performed in several
its 90th anniversary.
Photos of “Rustam and Sohrab”, countries including Italy, France,
“Ashura” and “Layla and Majnun” Poland, Georgia and the United Arab
taken by Ehsan Neqabat have been Emirates.

FICTS festival to be held
on Qeshm

“Foruzan”, “Slaughter” win awards at
Fredonia Film Festival

A poster for the 12th Tehran International FICTS Festival.
A
R
T TEHRAN — The 12th
The Iranian edition of the festival
d
e
s
k edition of the Tehran will be held in collaboration with Iran’s
International FICTS Festival will be held on National Olympic and Paralympic
the Persian Gulf island Qeshm simultaneously Committee, Iran’s Ministry of Sports
from June 23 to 27, the organizers announced and Youth, IRIB, Cinema Organization of
in a press release on Friday.
Iran and Qeshm Free Zone Organization.
The Federation Internationale Cinema
Winners in each category, including
Television Sportifs (FICTS) is the organizer feature films, short films, documentaries,
of the sports film festival, which is a part of animations and TV shows, will be
the World FICTS Challenge that runs in 16 admitted to the Milano International
countries around the world.Winners of the FICTS Fest, which is scheduled to be held
festival are scheduled to be honored during as the final phase of the World FICTS
Challenge from October 25 to 30.
a special ceremony on Qeshm Island.

A scene from “Foruzan” by Iranian director Mir Abbas Khosravinejad.
A
R
T TEHRAN —Iranian with two children living in a village in
d
e
s
k shorts “Foruzan” and central Iran. She tries to protect her
“Slaughter” have won awards at the 2nd herd from robbery in the night.
“Slaughter” narrates the story of a
edition of the Fredonia Film Festival,
an international festival of short films family that is forced to slaughter their
that was held in Dunkirk, New York lone cow to pass the hard, cold winter
in the U.S.
days, although their son is not happy
Directed by Mir Abbas Khosravinejad, with it.
“Foruzan” won the best picture award,
The festival, which was held on May
while “Slaughter”, co-directed by Saman 16 and 17, presents two awards, best
Hosseinpur and Ako Zandkarimi picture and audience awards, in the
received the audience award.
two categories of short films and micro
“Foruzan” tells the story of a widow short films.

Modified version of Jamshid
Mashayekhi statue set up near
actor’s house
A
R
T TEHRAN — The bust of Jamshid
d
e
s
k Mashayekhi, which was removed for
corrections about two weeks ago, was set up again near the
actor’s house in the Velenjak neighborhood on Saturday.
The previous version was criticized for its poor resemblance
by many people, including Tehran City Council member Ahmad
Masjed-Jamei.

This picture shows the bust of legendary actor Jamshid
Mashayekhi after modifications made by sculptor Reza
Hassanzadeh.
Sculptor Reza Hassanzadeh, a member of the Association
of Iranian Sculptors, had made the bust based on a portrait
selected by Mashayekhi’s family.
The first bust was unveiled a month after the actor’s death
on April 2 at the age of 85.
According to Hassanzadeh, the bust was not complete and
needed to be modified, and that is why it was returned to the
master’s workshop for some corrections.
In a brief talk with the Persian Service of ISNA on Saturday,
Hassanzadeh said that this time the bust looks like the actor,
and his children have also confirmed the similarity.
“The necessary corrections have been made. The pillar has
been shortened so that visitors can easily look at the statue,”
he added.

Australian actor Geoffrey Rush wins record defamation payout

MELBOURNE (Reuters) — Australian actor Geoffrey Rush
has been awarded a A$2.8 million ($1.9 million) defamation
payment against a News Corp tabloid, the largest defamation
payout in Australian history, after it accused him in reports
of inappropriate behavior.
Australia’s Federal Court ordered that an Australian arm
of News Corp pay the Oscar-winning actor A$1.98 million
for past and future economic loss, in addition to an initial
A$850,000 payment awarded in April, court documents
showed on Thursday.

A News Corp spokeswoman did not immediately respond
to emailed and telephoned requests for comment. Rush’s
lawyer declined to comment.
Rush, 67, had said the articles in the Daily Telegraph of
Sydney were hastily compiled because the newspaper had
wanted an Australian angle on accusations of sexual assault
leveled at U.S. film producer Harvey Weinstein.
Under the headline “KING LEER”, and in later articles,
the paper had said Rush, playing the title role of a 2015
Sydney Theatre Company production of Shakespeare’s

“King Lear”, had been accused by a co-star of unspecified
inappropriate conduct.
The actor who won an Oscar in 1997 for his role in “Shine”
and has since appeared in the “Pirates of the Caribbean”
films, said the stories implied he was a “major pervert” or
guilty of major depravity.
In handing down his decision in April, Justice Michael
Wigney called the stories “recklessly irresponsible” and
“sensationalist journalism of the worst kind, the very
worst kind”.

