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China is Trump’s
“safety valve”
disrupted oil market

n the past few weeks the oil market

I has been witnessing great volatility,
as the quivers of the U.S.-Chinatrade
war once again hit the fragile market.

Last week, oil prices experienced the
sharpest drop this year as concerns over
aglobal economic slowdown caused by
the China-U.S. trade spat once again
permeated the markets.

The sudden fall came in a weekend
in which the prices were following a
steady upward trend toward $74 per
barrel on escalating tensions between
Iran and the U.S. and its allies in the
region.

High oil prices are not in line with the
policies of the Trump administration so
maintaining a balance between the oil
prices driving factors and the deterrent
ones, has been for long, a great head-
ache for the white house and China has
played the major weighting role which
has come to rescue Trump whenever his
decisions push the prices in the white
house’s opposite direction.

Considering the great worries that is
spreading across the markets all around
the world, it seems wise to ask, is the
trade war really as concerning as it
sounds? Or maybe Trump’s sudden
outrageous clashes with China is all
part of a conspiracy plan to keep the
oil prices in a safe zone?

M Trump and driving factors

Since the beginning of 2019, several
factors have been constantly pointed
out as big influencers in the oil market,
among which the trade war between U.S.
and China, the tensions in the Middle
East, OPEC+ deal, supply disruptions
in OPEC and non-OPEC nations like
Libya, shale oil productions and most
importantly the U.S. President Tramp’s
constant interferes with the market, can
be mentioned.

Some of the above mentioned factors
have been supporters of the oil prices
and some are pushing them down. The
tensions in the Middle East, supply dis-
ruptions and OPEC+ production cut
deal are three main drivers of the oil
prices while the trade war and rising
shale production are two major heavy
weighs which are keeping the prices

down.
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Zarif proposes regional
non-aggression pact

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif said on Sunday
that he has proposed “regional non-ag-
gression pact” during his three-day visit
to Irag.

While in Iraq, Zarif held talks with
senior Iraqi officials including Presi-
dent Barham Salih, Prime Minister Adil
Abdul-Mahdi and political leaders such

as Ammar al-Hakim, leader of the Iraqi
National Wisdom Movement.

Zarif returned to Tehran on Monday.

“In#lraq, where I've held substantive
and productive meetings with the Pres-
ident, PM, Speaker, FM & leadership of
two parliamentary coalitions. Proposed
regional non-aggression pact: #Neighbors-
First,” Zarif tweeted on Sunday.

Larijani retains post as Majlis
speaker, new vice speaker elected

TEHRAN — The members of the Majlis
(parliament) on Sunday voted to choose
their favorites each to the presiding board,
which includes parliament speaker, two
of his deputies and secretaries.

Based on the results, Ali Larijani suc-
ceeded to remain in his postas parliament
speaker for another and last year of the
incumbent parliament.

Larijani received 155 votes while his
rival Mohammad Reza Aref, the leader

pro-reform Hope faction in parliament,
won the votes of 105 MPs.

Massoud Pezeshkian, a senior re-
formist lawmaker, was also reelected
as the first vice-speaker and Abdolre-
za Mesri, a principlist, as the second
vice-speaker.

Ali Motahari, who had served as the
second deputy speaker for the last three
years, failed to secure a place in the pre-
sidium.

Tens of thousands of anti-Netanyahu
Israelis protest in Tel Aviv

TEHRAN— Tens of thousands of Israelis
gathered in the central city of Tel Aviv,
protesting proposed legislation granting
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu im-
munity from prosecution on a series of
corruption charges.

The protesters outside the city’s Muse-
um of Art also called for protecting Isra-
el’'sdemocratic identity from government

Scholar says Iran’s independence is a challenge to U.S.

By Negar Asadi

TEHRAN — Modjtaba Sadria, a prominent
scholar, says that Iran’s independence is a serious
challenge to unipolarism of the U.S.

“Iran is the most powerful, independent and
political and military mightin the region. And this
independence bothers the U.S. policy makers,” Sa-
driasaid inan interview with the Tehran Timeson
Sunday. Tension has been rising between Iranand
the United States since President Donald Trump
ordered U.S. pullout from the multilateral 2015
nuclear deal in May 2018 and ordered sanctions

against Iran. The conflict intensified as the U.S.
ended waivers for buyers of the remaining importers
of the Iranian oil last month.

The Trump’s White House has said the purpose
behind such sanctions campaign is to bring Iran
to the negotiating table.

However, Sadria, a psychoanalyst, said, “You
cannot order a powerful and independent country.
So, you are forced to negotiate with it which is
not a desire of the U.S. policy makers.”

He added that the U.S. is seeking to diminish
the power and independence of Iran.

However, he said, “So far, they have not suc-
ceeded.”

“Maybe economically, and | emphasize maybe,
they have caused some challenges for the Iranian
society, but Iran’s political will and military power
and also independence have not been reduced,”
the leading scholar stated.

M ‘U.S. seeks to revive and maintain
unipolarism’

Sadriaalso said that the unipolar world have
been seriously challenged yet the United States
is working hard to revive and maintain it.

Trump’s three-month ultimatum to two controversial cabinet members

TEHRAN — Sources in the United States have
revealed that President Donald Trump, while
expressing dissatisfaction over the U.S. foreign
policy, has set a three-month deadline for the
survival of John Bolton and Mike Pompeo.
Noornews, a news website close to the secre-
tariat of the Iranian Supreme National Security
Council, has reported that the decline in Trump’s
popularity in opinion pollsin critical states such

as Pennsylvania and Florida coupled with an
increase in domestic criticism of the White House
over intensified rhetoric against Iran have led
to an anger by Trump vis-a-vis his secretary of
state and national security adviser.

Setting this three-month deadline, which
according to Trump may even be shorter, has
led to intensification of Pompeo’s activities in
Europe and elsewhere and his quest for indirect

negotiation with Iran for an alternative nuclear
agreement.

When did the ultimatum begin?

The deadline was kicked off on May 16, just
the day Trump in a Twitter message denied the
existence of any differences between himself
and his cabinet, saying the tensions were caused
by media hallucinations such as the New York

Times.

Washington Post dirty deal with MBS on Khashoggi

TEHRAN — The Washington Post which turned
into a media critic of Al Saud after the murder
of Jamal Khashoggi, the columnist of this news-
paper, finally decides to reduce the extent and
severity of his opposition to Riyadh in exchange
for a large hush money from the Saudis.
According to Nour News (a website close to
Iran’s Supreme National Security Council) the
Washington Post while apparently introducing
himself as a critic of the Saudi regime and Mo-

hammad bin Salman (MBS), make a secret and
dirty deal with Riyadh that it's result is publishing
afake news about Iran’s role in destroying Saudi’s
oil infrastructure.

This newspaper claimed that Iran participated
in last week drone attacks at Aramco Oilfield,
which Yemenis claimed responsibility for it. The
Washington Post which turned into a media critic
of Al Saud after the murder of Jamal Khashoggi,
the columnist of this newspaper, finally decides

to reduce the extent and severity of his opposition
to Riyadh in exchange for a large hush money
from the Saudis.

On the contrary, the Saudis have urged the
Washington Post officials, in addition to reducing
their attacks on Riyadh in pursuit of the murder
of Khashoggi, to publish some targeted and false
news aimed at increasing the power of Al Saud’s
psychological operations, especially in the West
and Southwest Asia.

Night of Destiny
observed in
Imam Reza (AS)
shrine

People congregated at the holy shrine of Imam
Reza (AS) in Mashhad on the Night of Destiny,
seeking God's forgiveness and engaging in various
acts of worship, on Sunday night.

The Night of Destiny, known famously as
‘Laylat al-Qadr’, is a significant night during
the month of Ramadan for Muslims all over the
world. For it was on this blessed night that the
Quran was revealed over 1400 years ago, as a
guiding light and mercy.

This night, is found during the last ten nights
of Ramadan and will fall most likely on an odd
night.

overreach, LA Times reported.

The rally was a show of force by the
new opposition parties a month after
Netanyahu was reelected to his fourth
successive term as prime minister.

Yair Lapid of Israel’s Blue and White
party compared Netanyahu’s efforts to con-
solidate his power to Turkey's authoritarian
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
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There are good
reasons why Iran
won’t fold to U.S.
extremism

resident Donald Trump claims the
P vast Military Industrial Complex,

otherwise known as the MIC, which
has become everything Eisenhower in
1960 warned against, is somehow “pres-
suring” him in to war on Iran.

One would imagine, however, that it's
not so much the MIC (or the Pentagon
per se), but rather malign if not psycho-
pathic individuals in the administration
like Mike Pompeo and John Bolton who
have had the President’s ear for the past
year who began with urging Trump to
can the JCPOA and reimpose economic
sanctions on the Islamic Republic, along
with the Zionists who have been trying
to drum up a U.S.-led war on Iran for
decades.

Additionally, there are figures like
Patrick Shanahan, the acting “defense”
secretary, who knows next to nothing
about the military but quite a bit about
corporations like Boeing which are part
of the corporate gravy train standing to
profit from military action anywhere. And
even Bolton is apparently working out
of the Pentagon mostly, not the White
House, as National Security Advisor
to Trump.

The provocations against Iran have
become increasingly intense, and already
there have been alleged attacks on an
Aramco facility in Arabia and some
damage to three ships in the Persian
Gulf—attacks blamed on Iran. But even
amoron knows, given history since the
Vietnam War, that these are false flag
ventures. The mere thought Iran, at this
point, would be inviting U.S. military
action has to be entirely unbelievable.

Iran is postulating some kind of
non-aggression pact between countries
on the Persian Gulf, and Iran’s leader-
ship has stated clearly that it does not
want further hostilities with the U.S. And
more importantly, on national televi-
sioninthe U.S., Trump has also stated
he does not want to fight Iran, at least
militarily. He seems largely opposed to
stupid wars, including the war on Iraq
in 2003 — perhaps the greatest single
mistake since the Vietnam War in the

1960s.
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Iran says no direct or
indirect talks with U.S.

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
d e sk manAbbasMoussavidismissed on Sundayany
“direct or indirect” talks with the United States.

“Thereare nodirector indirect talks between Iranand the U.S.,”
he said.

On Saturday, Kuwaiti media outlets, quoting the country’s Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Khaled al-Jarallah, reported that negotiations
between Iran and the U.S. have started.

Iran has already insisted that the first requirement for talks with
the U.S. is that Washington must first return to the 2015 nuclear deal,
officially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
and liftall sanctions.

Kamal Kharrazi, chief of the Strategic Council on Foreign Relations,
said on May 12 that U.S. President Donald Trump’s act in quitting
the JCPOA “has left no room for trust and negotiation”.

President Hassan Rouhani said on May 20 that U.S. claims of
seeking negotiations with Iran are “mere lies”.

The U.S. has the illusion to force Iran into submission by intro-
ducing the worst ever sanctions on the country, Rouhani remarked.

Talking during a meeting with religious figures and clerics, Rouhani
said he generally supports negotiation and diplomacy, but under the
current situation there will be no negotiation with the U.S.

“During my last year’s visit to the United Nations, five well-known
leaders of the world mediated to hold talks between himand the U.S.
president [Donald Trump]. Ayear before that, the U.S. Department
of State requested to hold talks for eight times. However, the current
situationis notright for talks. Today, itis right to resist,” Rouhani stated.

During ameeting with authorities on May 14, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said, “Negotiating is poisonous
aslongasthe U.S. continues with the same course of action; besides,
negotiating with the current government of the United States is all
the more poisonous.”

Scholar says Iran’s independence
is a challenge to U.S.

Washington has faced an “independent and powerful”
Iran which is an obstruction to the White House to make decisions
for the Middle East.

He also said that Russia and China have also been challenging
unipolarism of the U.S.

“In the last 20 years, Russia
has succeeded to boost its ca-
pacity of decision-making which
was weakened during tenure of
Boris Yeltsin [former Russian
president]. But Putin has been
successful in this respect. Today,
Russiais able to adopt a policy
and implementit. Crimeaisthe
biggest example. The Kremlin
adopted apolicy and implement-
ed itdespiteall the pressure and
sanctions,” he explained.

Commentingon China’srole
inchallenging U.S. hegemony, he
* said China has had the power to

¥ force Washington to recognize its
capacities and possibilities which could bother the U.S. economy.

M ‘U .S. seeks to generate revenues through sale of weapons’

Sadria also said that the United States is seeking to generate
money through selling weapons to certain countries in the region.

“I think the U.S. administration today is seeking to reduce weak-
ness of its economy. As for many administrations before this one,
one of the easiest and fastest ways to generate revenue is weapons
industry and selling arms and weapons.”

He noted that weapons industry of the U.S. has two compo-
nents: One is the weapons and military equipment and the other
is the human resources or the personnel and military experts or
the mercenaries.

“Sending of troops to another region requires agreement of
Congress, butsending mercenaries does not need that,” he stated.

He added, “Tt has been announced officially that the U.S. has sent
1,500 troops to the region, but there are many more mercenaries
who accompany the very sophisticated military equipment without
any official permission.”

So, Trump is making money through both sellingweaponsand
sending troops and mercenaries.

Claiming an Iranian threat, the Trump administration declared
on Friday an emergency to bypass Congress and expedite billions of
dollarsinarms sales to various countries -- including Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo issued a statement and put the
value of the sales at $8.1 billion.

Iran’s security plans for Persian

Gulf: non-aggression pact

TEHRAN (MNA) — Iran’s security pattern in the region
relies on enforcing discipline with cooperation of regional
countries and without interference of foreigners to form a
‘natural order’.

After a meeting with his Iragi counterpart on May 26, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said that he
had suggested signing a non- aggression pact with Persian
Gulf littoral states several times. As he said, the proposal is
still on the table.

Underlining that Iran is a fan of having best relations with
Persian Gulf countries, he added that “everyone welcomes
suggestions and negotiations about removing tensions.”

As the Iranian foreign minister announced, this is not the
first time that Iran puts forward such a suggestion. Zarif had
made a proposal for signing a non- aggression pact with Saudi
Arabia a while back. He had also suggested the holding of a
‘Regional Dialogue Forum’.

The suggested plan proves Iran to be right since security in
the region would be achieved via cooperation of all regional
countries and a desirable and stable regional discipline is
obtainable without interference of foreigner countries.

The plan can become operational step by step in case of
building confidence among regional countries.

At the present time, the security pattern of the Persian Gulf
region is faced with a ‘security puzzle’, due to the presence of
foreign powers. Therefore, security activities in the region are
not going on under regular circumstances. The competition
among great powers has automatically reinforced the compe-
tition among regional powers, which is difficult to be changed.

(see the full text on the Tehran Times website)
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Zarif proposes regional

non-agg

During a joint press conference
with Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohamed Ali
Alhakim, Zarif said that Iran sought the best
of relations with the Persian Gulf littoral coun-
tries and would welcome any proposals for
dialogue and de-escalation toward that end.

He added that Tehran would, however,
forcefully confront any attempts at waging
amilitary or economic campaign against the
country, according to Press TV.

Alhakim said Iraq is in contact with all
regional countries to defuse tensions between
Iran and the United States.

Zarif also met with Mohamed al-Halbousi,
the speaker of the Council of Representatives
of Irag (parliament).

Habousi warned against the potential
fallout from regional tensions and stressed
that his country favored the resolution of
the current situation as well as the security
and well-being of all its neighbors.

Tension has been rising between Iranand
the U.S. since the Pentagon sent the USS
Abraham Lincoln carrier strike group and
abomber task force to the Persian Gulfand
made military threats against Iran.

The USS Arlington transports marines,
amphibious vehicles, and rotary aircraft, as
well as the Patriot missiles, are planned to
join the carrier strike group.

Also, U.S. President Donald Trump an-  dangerous game” by increasing its military
nounced on Friday that he would send about ~ presence in the region.
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates

1,500 troops to the Middle East.
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Inaninterviewwith CNN airedon May 21,  and Bahrain have welcomed the United States’  about Iran.

Zarif said that the U.S. is playing a “very very  exitfrom the 2015 nuclear deal and reimpo-

countries are repeating what Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is claiming

Netanyahu has been claiming that Iran is

ression pact

seeking to revive the Persian Empire.

Iran has been avocal critic of the Saudi-led
military coalition against the fellow Arab
nation of Yemen and criticized the suppres-
sion of the Bahraini people who are seeking
equal rights.

On Monday, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov praised Zarif's proposal for
anonaggression pact with the Persian Gulf
states, saying it can serve as the first step to
reduce tensions in the region.

“Perhaps, agreeing not to attack one anoth-
er is the first step toward reducing tensions.
We would consider such an agreement as a
proper one,” Lavrov said at a press conference
after his talks with Cuban Foreign Minister
Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez Parrilla.

He also said Zarif's suggestion was in line
with a “well-known and old” Russian initiative
to create a “security concept” for the Persian
Gulf, which would include Arab states, includ-
ing the Persian Gulf Arab states, and Iran.

“I believe that anyway we should move
on toward creating such a concept, such a
security system, and we should start with
easy steps, such as being transparent about
military matters, inviting each other to take
partindrillsand elaborating other measures
aimed at boosting trust,” Sputnik quoted
Lavrov as saying.

He stated that Russia would like to see the
Arab League, the European Union, the United
Nations, and the five permanent members
of the UN Security Council as the guarantors
of such a security system.

Rouhani felicitates Lebanon on Liberation Day

0 MRNEY.¥Y TEHRAN —President Rouhani of Iran

e s Kk senta message to Lebanese President  Merciful

Michel Aoun offering congratulations on the Liberation Day.
The Liberation of southern Lebanon from the Israeli
occupation in 2002 is marked as Liberation Day.

President of Lebanon,

“The nature of the Zionist regime, which comes from  be with you,

its aggressive characteristic, proved that the only way for
confronting aggressors is resistance and steadfastness,”

Rouhani stated.

Following is full text of his message published by the

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most

Your Excellency Mr Michel Aoun,

Hello and may the peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah

I would like to offer my sincerest congratulations to
Your Excellency and the noble Lebanese nation on the

anniversary of liberation of Southern Lebanon from the
occupation of the Zionist Regime, which was realized through

The nature of the Zionist Regime, which comes from

its aggressive characteristic, proved that the only way for
confronting aggressors is resistance and steadfastness. |
hope that under Your Excellency’s leadership, this path

continues until the full liberation of Lebanese land.

The Islamic Republic of Iran will continue to stand by

presidential website:

Iran rejects talks with
U.S., says ready to
negotiate with Persian
Gulf states

TEHRAN — Iranian Deputy For-
d e s Kk ejgnMinister Abbas Araghchi on
Sunday rejected any “direct or indirect” talks with
the United States, however, he offered that Tehran
is ready to negotiate with “each and every country”

“Justvisited Oman, will go to Kuwait & Qatar next:
Nodirect/indirect talk with US, but ready to negotiate
with each and every country in the Persian Gulf fora
balanced & constructive relations based on mutual
respect & interests,” he tweeted on Sunday.

Araghchi was in Muscat on Sunday. He met with
Omani Foreign Minister Yusufbin Alawi bin Abdullah.

During the meeting, Araghchi rejected recent claims
about the start of talks between Iran and the U.S. for
reducing tensions between the two sides.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is ready to establish
balanced and constructive relations with all countries
in the Persian Gulf region based on mutual respect
and interests,” Aragchi told the Omani chief diplomat.

He noted that Iran is not seeking to provoke tension
in the region.

Tension has been rising between Iranand the U.S.
since the Pentagon sent the USS Abraham Lincoln
carrier strike group and a bomber task force to the
Persian Gulf and made military threats against Iran.

The USS Arlington transports marines, amphibi-
ous vehicles, and rotary aircraft, as well as the Patriot
missiles, are planned to join the carrier strike group.

Also, U.S. President Donald Trump announced
on Friday that he would send about 1,500 troops to
the Middle East.

Araghchi suggested that peace and stability in the
region can be guaranteed if the sanctions on Iran are
lifted and all regional countries enjoy benefits of eco-
nomic cooperation.

He added, “Imposition of sanctions against Iranisa
defeated policy which had been tested for many times.”

Last November, the U.S. enforced sanctions target-
ing the Islamic Republic’s banking and energy sector.
However, itgranted waivers to eight countries, including
Japan, to continue buying Iranian oil without facing
U.S. sanctions.

The White House, however, said in a statement
issued on April 22 that the U.S. president decided
not to renew the waivers for the eight major buyers
of Iranian oil.

self-sacrifice and devotion of the strong people of Lebanon.
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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING

INTERNATIONAL TENDERNo: 98/122-04/03

Tender Holder:

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB)

Subject of Single-Stage Tender :

Broadcasting the TV network of AL ALAM News in DVB-S/MPEG2 format with Constant Bit Rate
of 3.5 Mbps on Eutelsat 7WA @ 7.3° West, MENA Beam /KU Band for three years in accordance
with the technical specification and other terms and conditions mentioned in the tender documents.

Deadline and how to receive the tender documents:

From 29" May 2019 ( 1398/03/08) by 04:00 p.m. on Monday 03" June 2019 (1398/03/13) with
presentation of introductory letter by company or its representative and the receipt of paying the documents fee.

Place of receiving the tender document:

Interested participants may refer to purchasing (KALA) Dept. ,4" Floor of IRIB Administration Complex,

Hotel Esteghlal St. Vali —Assr Ave, Tehran, Iran

The fee of the tender documents and how to deposit it:

Submission of payment receipt for the amount of 1,000,000 Rials to account 4101029171204273 with
BIC No.IR 310100004101029171204273 IRAN Central Bank in the name of IRIB.

Type and amount of guarantee for participation to tender:
The amount of deposit for participant in tender is USD 32150 fixed or its equivalent in Rials 4/500/000/000

which should be in the form of Bank Guarantee.

Time and place of delivering Bidding Envelopes:

The sealed packages/envelopes should be submitted in another big sealed package/envelope no later than
4 p.m. on Saturday 06" of July 2019 (1398/04/15) and at the address mentioned in 4" clause.

Time and place of opening envelopes:

The date of opening the envelopes is on Sunday 7™ July , 2019 at 03:00 p.m (1398/04/16) in the
office of Financial Vice President . In case of complete content in the envelope A, the envolope B
including contract draft ,Technical specifications and qualitative assessment analysis will be considered
and opened. The Envelope C will be opened of only those eligible participants who meets the qualification
criterion and approval of Technical and Commercial committee at the same time and place.

Fore more information please see :
www.iriboffice.ir/tenders and http://iets.mporg.ir/

Tel: 00982122167053

the Lebanese government and nation like before, in line
with the will of the Lebanese nation, army and resistance
to defend their country and maintain unity.

I wish Your Excellency health and success and the noble
people of Lebanon prosperity and felicity.

Purchasing (Kala) Dept. of IRIB
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Trump says not pursuing regime
change in lran

TEHRAN — U.S. Pres-
d e s Kk jdentDonald Trump has
explicitly stated that his administration is
not seeking a regime change in Iran and does
not want to see any terrible thing happen in
the region.

During at a joint press conference with
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in Tokyo
on Monday, Trump said that his main goal is
to ensure that Tehran will not be developing
what he called nuclear weapons, Al Jazeera
reported.

That is while Iran has repeatedly said that
Tehran is not seeking to produce nuclear weap-
ons and that its nuclear activities are being
closely watched by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). Moreover, Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
has stressed that production, stockpiling and
use of weapons of mass destruction including
nuclear weapons is forbidden and the Islamic
Republic considers the pursuit and possession
of nuclear weapons as a grave sin.

During his presser with Abe, the U.S.

president went on to say that Iran “has a
chance to be a great country with the same
leadership.”

“We are not looking for regime change”
in Iran, Bloomberg quoted Trump as saying.

Trump also told reporters that he and
the Japanese leader had talked about Iran,
noting, “Nobody wants to see terrible things
happen, especially me.”

“I do believe Iran would like to talk and
if they’d like to talk, we'll talk also,” Trump
stated, adding that Abe has a “very good
relationship with Iran.”

For his part, Abe said Japan “would like
to do whatever it can. Japan and the U.S.
should collaborate closely so that tensions
surrounding Iran are lessened and do not
result in armed conflict”.

Having hosted Trump, Japan’s Abe is con-
sidering avisitto Iran next month, Japanese
media recently reported. The reports said
that Abe’s visit would be likely in mid-June.
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif visited Tokyo earlier this month.

Setting dollar on fire would be attack on enemy’s weak point:

TEHRAN — The commander of Iran’s
d e sk Civil Defense Organization has said if
Iranians set to fire dollar bills it would be a direct attack on
the enemy’s weak point.

“If the will is created in the country where the American
dollar is set on fire by people in the streets and convergence
is created to boost the national currency’s value, it will be a
full-blown attack to the enemy’s weak point,” Brigadier-Gen-
eral Qolamreza Jalali told a meeting of the organization’s
personnel on Sunday.

After Trump announced his intention to withdraw from
the Iran nuclear deal back in 2017, the Iranian currency,
rial, started a downfall in value, going from 42,000 to now
14,000 against the greenback.

The U.S. withdrew from the joint comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA) in May 2018, vowing to drive Iran’s oil
exports down to zero.

In the months that followed, the U.S. also imposed sanctions
on Iranian steel, auto, and some other industries, contrary
to what had been stipulated in the nuclear deal.

In periodic reports since the deal’s implementation in

civil defense chief

early 2016, the International Atomic Energy Agency has
confirmed Iran’s commitment to it.

Also in his speech, Jalali said that Iran would block its
citizens’ access to social media if war were to break out with
the U.S.

“America uses social media for psychological operations
to influence Iranians’ minds.”

He added that Washington has the opportunity to exer-
cise soft power in exploiting both Iran’s lack of a defensive
national intranet and its economy.

The U.S. will use social media for placing its forces on a
war footing against the Islamic Republic, he noted.

However, Jalali said the possibility of a war between the
two countries was minimal.

Social media and the effect of sanctions, he said, pro-
vided a two-pronged weapon for the U.S. which Iran would
counter, he added.

“We will close social media and stop the U.S. directing
Iranian public opinion through it,” said Jalali. He added,
“The U.S. will also lose its leverage of economic sanctions
if war breaks out.”

On a visit last month to Bushehr, the site of Iran’s sole
nuclear reactor, Jalali said that controlling social networks
at the time of crises is a “must” that should “be seriously
considered”.

The Islamic Republic has been talking about replacing
the internet by a national network since 2010 — it was then
expected to be fully operational within five years.

Iran’s national information network (NIN) is 80 percent
complete, the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution
announced recently.

With the NIN, Tehran hopes to cut the country’s depend-
ency on international cyberspace.

Speaking further during his Sunday meeting, Jalali said
Iraq’s war against Iran in the 1980s carried lessons on how
the U.S. might seek to control public opinion in the country.

Saying that the U.S. had launched a “council” to rally
Iranian opposition groups abroad, Jalali pointed to Iran’s
influence in Middle East, threatening to retaliate against
“Washington’s actions by employing the capacity of pro-
Iran people in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen, Palestine, and
many other countries.”

Russia welcomes Iran’s proposal for regional nonaggression pact

TEHRAN — Russian on
d e sk Monday praised Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif’s
recent suggestion to Persian Gulf states to
sign a nonaggression pact as the first step
to reduce regional tensions.

“Perhaps, agreeing not to attack one anoth-
er is the first step toward reducing tensions.
We would consider such an agreement as a
proper one,” Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
said at joint a press conference with his Cu-
ban counterpart Bruno Eduardo Rodriguez
Parrilla, Urdupoint reported.

He also said that Zarif’s suggestion was
in line with a “well-known and old” Russian
initiative to create a “security concept” for
the Persian Gulf, which would include Arab

states, including Persian Gulf Arab states,
and Iran.

The Russian foreign minister added that no
common stand had been formulated during
discussions of this initiative.

“I believe that anyway we should move
on toward creating such a concept, such a
security system, and we should start with
easy steps, such as being transparent about
military matters, inviting each other to take
partindrillsand elaborating other measures
aimed at boosting trust,” Lavrov said.

He stated that Russia would like to see the
League of Arab States, the European Union,
the United Nations as a whole and the five
permanent members of the UN Security Coun-
cil as the guarantors of this security system.

Sen. Sanders vows to ‘prevent’ Trump, Bolton from waging war with Iran

(Press TV) —The U.S. Democratic presidential hopeful in
2020 polls, Senator Bernie Sanders, has vowed to “prevent”
President Donald Trump and his National Security Adviser
John Bolton from taking the country into a war with Iran,
further calling the American president a “pathological liar”
that’s leading the nation towards authoritarian rule.

“Right now, this minute, I am doing everything that I can
--working, by the way, with some honest conservatives in the
Senate -- to prevent Donald Trump and John Bolton from
taking us into a war in Iran,” he declared during a speech
on Saturday at his first political rally in his home state of
Vermont since announcing his presidential bid in February.

The veteran senator further emphasized that he regards
a U.S. war with Iran “much more destructive, if you can
believe it, than the war in Iraq,” adding that it “could lead
us, literally, to perpetual warfare in that region.”

Attacking the hawkish U.S. president and his reckless
political rhetoric, Sanders also said, “Sadly, we have a pres-
ident who is a pathological liar and that he says whatever
he wants without regard to the truth.”

“You know that we have a president who has no under-
standing or respect for the Constitution of the United States,
and the separation of powers, and is attempting to move
--every single day -- this country into an authoritarian form
of government,” he stressed.

B Trump ‘most dangerous’ U.S. president in
modern history

In an interview with NBC News last month Sanders had
also described Trump as “the most dangerous president in
the modern history of this country.”

Sanders went on to underline that he was launching his
campaign “with confidence, optimism and love,” adding
that he refused to allow for the nation to be led by “greed,
hatred and lies.”

“The underlying principles of our government will not be
racism, will not be sexism, will not be xenophobia and will
not be religious bigotry — and all the other mean-spirited
beliefs of the Trump administration,” the senator emphasized,

pledging: “The principles of our government will be based
on justice: economic justice, racial justice, social justice,
and environmental justice.”

‘Trump has so wantonly lied and miscon-
strued the facts’

Another 2020 U.S. presidential hopeful, Democratic Con-
gressman Robert “Beto” O’Rourke of Texas also denounced
Trump’s recent deployment of hundreds of troops to the
Middle East, accusing him of lying and misconstruing facts
in what Washington claims to be “Iran’s threat.”

In an interview on Saturday with CBS News ‘Face the
Nation’ program that will be aired on Sunday, the lawmaker
pointed to Trump’s senior aides -- including Bolton, who
has a reputation for a hawkish stance against Iran — saying
that the White House risked sending the U.S. to war over
“misconstrued facts.”

“I have a really hard time believing this administration
and believing a- a president who has so wantonly lied and
misconstrued the facts at every single turn to his own gain.
I’'m- I’'m suspicious of a national security team that has so
often called for war,” O’Rourke emphasized.

“You have someone in- in-- Bolton, who has publicly said

that he wants regime change in Iran,” he further underlined,
warning that a war with the country would leave hundreds
of thousands dead.

The congressman went on to stress that Trump’s decision
to send troops to the region to counter a supposed threat from
Iran would only provoke conflict and draw the U.S. into war.

“President Trump is escalating tensions, is provoking
yet another war in the Middle East where we find ourselves
already engaged in war in so many countries- in Iraq in Syria
in Yemen, not too far from there in Libya and in Afghanistan,”
O’Rourke warned. “[W]e don’t need another war. We need
to find a way to work with allies and partners and in some
cases with our enemies.”

B Sen.Paulurges Trump notto listen to ‘neocons’

O’Rourke’s remarks echoed those of Kentucky Republi-
can Senator Rand Paul who called on the U.S. president to
reconsider his announcement on Friday while urging Trump
notto listen to “neocons” close to him in a clear reference to
Bolton and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.

“This escalation doesn’t get us out of our decades long,
seemingly endless wars Mr. President. Trust your instincts
and follow what you ran on, not the neocons around who
want to repeat past mistakes,” Paul tweeted.

‘We learned nothing from the experience
inlraq’

Yet another Democratic presidential hopeful Pete Buttigieg
--aformer naval intelligence officer, Afghanistan war veteran
and current Mayor of South Bend, Indian — also blasted
Trump during a Friday campaign event in New Hampshire.

Buttigieg further insisted that Trump “now seems to be
setting us on a course that could lead to violent confronta-
tion,” according to U.S.-based Fox News.

He later told reporters that “I'm very worried because we
have steps towards confrontation in Iran that almost make it
seem as though we learned nothing from the experience in Iraq.”

Tehran has time and again asserted that it is not seeking
war, yet stands ready to defend its interests in the region
amid the U.S. military buildup in the Middle East.
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Trump’s three-month
ultimatum to two
controversial cabinet
members

Bolton, Pompeo may be going
Tillerson’s way over lran

'As

Such approach toward cabinet members comes with
quite ample precedence. On December 10, 2012, he categorically
denied that Rex Tillerson is resigning as secretary of state. At
that time, Trump wrote in a Twitter message:

“The media has speculated, I've thrown Rex Tillerson out, or
he’ll leave soon (fake news)! Fake news! He does not go and we
work well together, and the United States is once again heavily
revered. “

However, three months later, Tillerson’s official removal from
power was announced, and Pompeo was tasked to handle the
U.S. foreign policy.

This time, Trump is also aiming to manage the probable
layoffs of his two cabinet members, using the same formula as
Tillerson’s stage-by-stage layoff. In November 2017, Der Spiegel
unveiled a special Trump method to remove Tillerson. Part of
the content of the report read:

“Broadcasting the rumor of Tillerson’s ousting in the media
is part of Donald Trump and his team. Trump wants to spread
the rumor to exert more pressure on his secretary of state and
force him to step down.”

The Washington Post also said these rumors and strong denial
by Trump would in effect mean Tillerson’s end.

Trump’s tight reaction to U.S. media coverage of the disagree-
ment with his foreign policy team points to the secret interest
of the president to keep this debate alive in media such as the
Washington Post, the New York Times, and others.

It’s worth noting that Bolton and Pompeo are aware of the
seriousness of the announced deadline, given the tale of Till-
erson’s past and his behavior at the White House in the final
months of his tenure.

Tehran wants peace for
everybody: Zarif

TEHRAN — Iran’s stance is based on an ap-
d e sk proachseeking peace, stability and progress
for all countries, Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif said on
Sunday.

Speaking to the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) at the
end of his visit to Irag, the foreign minister said, “Our message
and preference is quite clear. We are interested in peaceful pros-
perous life. This is the choice of Islamic Republic of Iran, but the
peace and prosperity should be provided to all.”

Zarif visited Baghdad on Saturday for talks with senior Iraqi
officials on the latest developments in the world and the region
as well as bilateral affairs.

His third visit to Iraq comes amid a series of military moves
by the U.S. in the region.

The foreign minister said that Iran’s message to all European
countries and other economic partners is that if they do not stand
against the U.S. bullying,
andif Iran’sinterests are
not secured, all parties
would bear the brunt.

He also described Iraq

“The rest of the
world should be
aware that if they fealse Iraq
& as afriendly country whic|
want to enjoy isactive in the region and
peace, they should thisisapositive develop-
make sure that ment for Iran, noting that

he I - I the threat caused by the
the Iranian People s “economicterrorism

benefit from the and war” against Iran was

nuclear deal.” raised at the meetings with
- ’ Iraqi officials.

Zarif says. He emphasized that

the only solution to the
current stalemate is that the U.S. stop its hostile acts against Iran.

“The U.S. should put an end to this situation, and the rest
of the world should be aware that if they want to enjoy peace,
they should make sure that the Iranian people benefit from the
nuclear deal,” Zarif stated.

Asked on an offer by Iraq to mediate between Iran and the
United States, the chief diplomat said there was no need for
mediation of third parties, “but the measures and support by
Iraqi friends are welcome and appreciated.”

He scolded the United States for violating its commitments
under the 2015 nuclear deal and is bullying other countries to
violate their commitments, adding this approach must be stopped.
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Tehran to host intl. railway
exhibition in early-June

TEHRAN — Over 170 Iranian and foreign
d e s companies from Russia, Turkey, China,
Italy, and Latvia are to take partin Iran’s 7th International
Exhibition of Rail Transportation, Related Industries and
Equipment, dubbed RAILEXPO 2019, IRIB reported on
Sunday.

According to the Iranian Railways (RAI)’s office of public
relations, the exhibition will be held at the Tehran Permanent
International Fairgrounds from June 9 to 12.

Showcasing the latest achievements and technologies of
the rail industry in Iran and across the world and providing
investment opportunities have been pointed out to be the
most important goals of this year’s exhibition.

Among other programs, the 6th International Conference on
Recent Advances in Iranian and World Railways Engineering
is also scheduled to be held on the sidelines of the exhibition.

The development of rail transport infrastructure is crucial
for sustainable development and economic growth in any
country, and Iran has been heavily focusing on expanding
its railway infrastructure in recent years.
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Uzbekistan eager for
expansion of trade
tieswith Iran: envoy

TEHRAN — Uzbekistan
d e s Ambassador to Tehran Bak-
hodir Abdullaev said his country is eager for
expansion of mutual economictieswith Iran, the
portal of Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) reported.

The envoy made the remarks in a meeting
with ICCIMA Head Gholam-Hossein Shafeie
on Sunday.

As reported, in the meeting the two sides
discussed several issues including establishing
ajointchamber of commerce, launching direct
flight between the two countries and boosting
cooperation in road transportation.

The two sides also emphasized the need for
expanding the cooperation between the two
countries’ private sectors.

Shafeie in the meeting underlined the greet
potentials for trade between the two nations
and noted, “There are great opportunities for
bilateral trade in both countries which have
been neglected sofar.”

The official further expressed readiness
for dispatching trade delegations from Iran
to Uzbekistan.

Underlining the need for establishing a
joint chamber, Shafeie suggested that “in the
meantime an arbitration office or center could

Uzbeklstan Ambassador to Tehran Bakhodlr Abdullaev (L) met ICCIMA Head
Gholam-Hossein Shafeie in Tehran on Sunday.

be established in the two countries’ chambers of
commerce in order to facilitate trade between
the two sides.”

Abdullaev for his part expressed his country’s
readiness for taking all necessary measuresin

order to boost mutual trade with Iran.

Iran and Uzbekistan have historical and
cultural commonalities and hold many com-
mon stances with regard to regional and inter-
national issues.

Iran, India launch new direct shipping route

TEHRAN—Iranand In-
d e s dia launched their third
direct shipping route to connect Iran’s port
city of Qeshm to the Indian port of Kandla,
the portal of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Minesand Agriculture (ICCIMA)
reported on Sunday.

An Indian vessel called “Nashat” de-
livered 13,000 tons of goods from India
to the Iranian port to officially inaugurate
the Qeshm-Kandla route.

The first shipping route between the two

countries was put into operation in 2017
between Iran’s Chabahar port and Mumbai.

In January 2019, Iran and India inau-
gurated the second direct shipping route
which passes through Mumbai, Mundra,
Kandla, Chabahar and finally Bandar Ab-
bas in southern Iran.

With this new shipping line launched,
more goods and agricultural products will
be shipped between the two countries.

After years of negotiations, Iran has
awarded the development project of its

strategic Chabahar port to India, and the
South Asian country committed $500 mil-
lion to build two new berths in this port.

In May 2016, Iran, Indiaand Afghanistan
signed atrilateral transitagreementin Teh-
ran, a part of which is dedicated to Chabahar
port’s development project.

Atthe time, Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi announced that New Delhi would be
investing $500 million in the strategic port.

Then during the visit of the Iranian presi-
dent to India in February 2018, the lease

contract for Shahid Beheshti Port-Phase 1
was signed between Iran’s Ports and Mari-
time Organization (PMO) and India’s Ports
Global Limited (IPGL).

Indiais also using the mentioned shipping
routes to transit goods to Afghanistan and
Persian Gulf nations as well as the countries
in Central Asia.

Through Chabahar port India can bypass
Pakistan and transport goods to Afghanistan
and Central Asia, while Afghanistan can get
linked to India via sea.

‘EGFI to s1gn co-op MOUs with foreign partners soon’

TEHRAN —Head of Ex-
d e S port Guarantee Fund of
Iran (EGFI) said EGFI is due to sign memo-
randums of understanding (MOU) for coop-
eration with some foreign partners in near
future, IRIB reported on Sunday.

“To facilitate economic relations between
Iran and Europe, MOUs will be signed soon
between the Export Guarantee Fund of Iran
and some European countries,” Afrouz Bah-
rami twitted in Farsi.

The official noted that considering the im-
plementation of the Europe’s trade mechanism
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new capacities for the trade between Iran and
Europe within the framework of INSTEX.

“Exchanging credit information between
Iranian and European companies, cooperation
in collecting dues, joint venture insurance,
and technical and educational cooperation
are among the subjects of the mentioned
MOUSs,” Bahrami said.

After the U.S. unilaterally withdrew from
the nuclear deal with Iran, the Islamic Republic
announced that it will stay in the deal with
its European signees.

On January 31, France, Germany and
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Britain, the three European parties to the
JCPOA, announced the creation of INSTEX,
aspecial purpose vehicle aimed at facilitating
legitimate trade between European economic
operators and Iran.

On March 20, Iran’s central bank gover-
nor Abdolnaser Hemmati announced that
a mechanism similar to INSTEX has been
registered in Iran, officially called the Special
Trade and Finance Institute (STFI).

Iran has criticized Europeans for repeated
delays intaking actions in line with keeping
the JCPOA.
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No blackout If people cooperate,
Iran’s energy minister says

TEHRAN — Iranian

€ S Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanian said we could manage to pass
through the summer peak period without
any power outages if people manage their
consumption, Tasnim reported on Monday. 4 Eals

The official noted that although the recent
rainfalls has put the country’s hydropower
generation in a better position than last year,
the early jJump in consumption and the ear-
ly rise in the temperature indicate a higher
consumption rate this year.

According to the Ministry of Energy, with
the increase in temperature in different parts
of the country and the increasing use of air
conditioners that account for most of the
summer electricity consumption, peak power
consumption has recently risen to 46,000
megawatts.

In the past decade, constant temperature

—-—

.

and consumption.

The energy ministry, being unable to
control the situation through consumption
management programs, was left with no
choice but to once again order periodic
blackouts in major cities in order to re-
duce the skyrocketing consumption. But,
these frequent power outages caused a lot
of damage to households, producers and
manufacturers and people become quer-
ulous to the last degree.

This year, however, the situation has
changed drastically and heavy precipita-
tions in spring almost completely filled the
country’s dams and it is expected that hy-
dropower plants will go on full potential and
compensate last year’s shortages.

However, on the verge of the new hot
season, suddenly a huge jump in electricity
consumption was reported by the energy

rising and significant decrease of rainfalls
across Iran has put the country in a hard
situation regarding electricity supply during
peak consumption periods, so in the past few
years power outages have been imposed in

big cities to balance the power generation
and consumption in such timespans.

Last year, the volume of water behind
the country’s dams went so down that elec-
tricity output from hydropower plants fell

to a decade low. The situation was worsen
by a jump in electricity consumption due
to a heat-wave that blanketed the country
during summer and consequently led to a
huge gap between actual power generation

ministry so that the consumption in the
peak hours of Sunday April 19, exceeded
43500 MW while the figure stood at 38243
MW the same day last year, according to the
ministry data.

China is Trump’s “safety valve” in disrupted oil market

One of the major policies that the Trump ad-
ministration has been following, is to keep the oil prices
down and thatis in significant contrast with some other
major policies of the white house. Washington has been
constantly pushing to impose more and more pressure
on Iran and Venezuela using oil as the main leverage.

In late April, Trump administration announced that
Washington is going to sharply accelerate its efforts to
drive Iran’s oil exports to zero, ending sanctions waiv-
ers that were previously granted to some of the Islamic
Republic’s biggest customers.

Following thisannouncement, rumor had it that Iran is
threatening to close the Strait of Hormuz and some Iranian
officials actually hinted on the issue. In reaction to the
news, the U.S. deployed a carrier strike group and bombers
to the region over “indications and warnings” from lran.

The escalating tensions between the two sides still
continues and is a major driver of the increase in oil prices.

On the other hand, defying Trump’s will for leaving the

cuts deal, Saudi Arabia has been constantly stating that it
will be committed to a balanced and sustainable oil market.

Saudi Arabia and some major non-OPEC producers
like Russia have been following a supply cuts plan which
is also complied by other members of the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). The plan
isaimed at reducing global oversupply.

M Deterring factors

Contrasting OPEC+ efforts U.S. shale production has
been reported to be rising significantly in the past few
years so that just recently the U.S. was crowned to be the
world’s top oil producer. The over follow of U.S. oil into
the market has been for long one of the major factors
that contributed to the oversupply in the market and
consequently lowered the oil prices.

Last week, the American Petroleum Institute (API)
announced that the U.S. crude stockpiles increased by
2.4 million barrels, to 480.2 million barrels.

However, the U.S. shale production on its own can-

not equate the upward pressure which is imposed upon
the prices by the Middle East tensions and sanctions on
Venezuela.

So facing the powerful factors which are driving the
prices up, Trump is, once again, left with no choice but to
go for its only weapon at hand, pushing for an escalation
of the trade row with the Chinese.

Many believe that considering Trump’s disruptive
nature, the U.S.-China trade spat is developing into a
more complex strategic dispute between the world’s two
largest economies, however | believe the current situation
is all temporary and as soon as Trump reaches its goals
in the Middle East, the dispute with China will also be
relieved significantly.

Itis obvious that the concurrent happening of two oppo-
site scenarios which are greatly influential in the oil market
cannot be a coincident. And the U.S. president’s on and off
outbreaks with Chinais just a way of making sure to have a
“safety valve” in case of overpressure in the market.

China’s April LNG supply from Australia hits record high, up 61% on year

Chinaimported arecord high 2.79 million mt of
LNG from Australiain April, up 61.3% year on
year, latest customs data showed, amid growing
domestic gas consumption, rising Australian
LNG export capacity and trade tensions between
Chinaandthe U.S.

According to spglobal.com, meanwhile, re-
gional supply has increased on a year-on-year
basis as global LNG export expansions have
met weak consumption in Japan and South
Korea, the world’s biggest demand center.

The two countries imported 44.3 million
mtof LNG over January-April, down 3% from
45.7 million mtayear earlier, according to S&P

Global Platts Analytics.

China’s LNG imports from Australia also
grew 36.5% from March, according to the latest
data from China’s General Administration of
Customs.

The highest previous monthly importvolume
from Australia was 2.76 million mt recorded
in November 2018.

Over January-April, Chinaimported 8.93
million mt of LNG from Australia, up 40.2%
year on year, the customs data showed.

Meanwhile, China’s pipeline natural gas
imports from Turkmenistan fell 13.8% year on
year to 2.07 million mtin April, but the volume

was up slightly from March, the data showed.

Over the first four months of the year, Turk-
menistan supplied 8.61 million mt of natural
gasto Chinavia pipeline, broadly unchanged
from the same period a year earlier.

China’s LNG imports from Qatar were up
6.2% on year at 594,281 mtin April. The vol-
ume also rebound 37.5% on month after seeing
two consecutive monthly drops, the customs
data showed.

Inaddition, Chinaresumed LNG imports
fromthe U.S. in April with asingle LNG cargo
of 66,000 mt.

China imported a total 7.65 million mt of

natural gasin April, up 12.7% onyear, as LNG
imports play an increasingly vital role in the
country’s energy mix.

Imports for the month comprised 4.54 mil-
lionmtof LNG and 3.11 million mt of pipeline
gas, with LNG volumes rising 35.1% on year
and pipeline gas supplies falling 9.3% on year,
the data showed.

Over January-April, Chinaimported 31.75
million mt of natural gas, up 15.9% on year.
LNG imports for the period rose 22.9% to
15.72 million mt, while pipeline gas imports
increased 6.6% to 12.43 million mt, the customs
data showed.
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NIDC completes digging
operation of 7 oil, gas wells
in 2 months

TEHRAN — National Iranian Drilling Company
d e s (NIDC) dug and completed digging operation
of 7 oil and gas wells during the two-month period from March
21 to May 21, according to an official with the NIDC.

Mohammad Al-e Khamis, the deputy managing director of
NIDC for drilling operation, said over 25,348 meters of digging
has been conducted for the mentioned onshore and offshore
wells, Shana reported.

NIDC, asubsidiary of National Iranian Oil Company (N1OC),
undertakes most drilling operations across the country and drilled
4,489 onshore and offshore oil and gas wells in nearly 40 years.

Oil under pressure from
U.S.-China trade war, but
OPEC cuts provide support

Oil prices were mixed on Monday, with U.S. crude under pres-
sure from Sino-American trade tensions, while Brent prices
were supported by OPEC’s supply cuts.

Reuters reported, front-month U.S. West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude futures were at $58.43 per barrel at 0700 GMT,
down 20 cents, or 0.3%, from their last settlement.

Spot Brent crude futures, the international benchmark for
oil prices, were firmer at $68.82 per barrel, 13 cents, or 0.2%,
above their last close.

Both crude contracts last week registered their biggest price
declines this year amid concerns that the U.S.-China trade
dispute could accelerate an international economic slowdown.

“Sentiment remains fragile and vulnerable to any deteriora-
tion in U.S.-China trade frictions,” said Jeffrey Halley, senior
market analyst at futures brokerage OANDA in Singapore.

Money managers cut their net long U.S. crude futures and
options positions in the week to May 21, the U.S. Commodity
Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) said on Friday.

“Some signs of low confidence are creeping into positioning
data,” Bell said.

The “impact from a trade war is a more medium- to long-
term issue and December spreads weakened sharply over the
last week,” said Edward Bell, commodity analyst at Emirates
NBD bank.

Beyond financial markets, there are also signs on the ground
of aslowdown in growth in oil demand.

Amid the trade conflict between the United States and
China, profits for China’s industrial firms dropped in April
on slowing demand and manufacturing activity, according
to data published by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
on Monday.

China’s automobile sales, a key driver of global oil demand
growth, will reach around 28.1 million units this year, un-
changed from levels seen in 2018, when the country’s auto
market contracted for the first time in more than two decades,
state news agency Xinhua reported on Sunday.

The outlook for flat car sales may be too optimistic still, as
monthly sales have so far declined for 10 consecutive months.

A bright spot for carmakers, although not for the oil in-
dustry, is that sales of new energy vehicles are likely to grow
by about 27 percent to hit 1.6 million units, from 1.26 units
in 2018, the report said.

Bell at Emirates NBD said Brent crude prices were some-
what supported as the market was “pricing in ... lower supplies
from OPEC+".

A group of producers led by the Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), known as OPEC+, has
been withholding supply since the start of the year to tighten
the market and prop up prices.
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Tender descriptions: PARTS FOR ROSS HILL SILICON CONTROL RECTI FIER (SCR)

Tender No. Estimated value

Registration No. through national electronic tendering

The Tender holder
system

/Indent No. (Rial/Euro)

INVITATION TO INTERNATIONAL TENDER INDENT NO: 01-22-9746022

No.: 398128

National Iranian Drilling Company 3,201,811 11,200,000,000 RLS

TenderNo.: FP/11-98/025

Qualitative evaluation of tenderers

Advertising Dept

Qualification process will be done in plain mode in offers opening session according to presentation of valid practice certificate / legal
documents (certificate of corporation/ supply announcement up to latest changes) which should be related to tender subject.

KHOUZESTAN STEEL COMPANY INTENDS TO PURCHASE

REFRACTORY FOR STEEL-MAKING LADLE SLIDE GATE

Method 1- Applicants which have more than 4 in process contacts with NIDC are not allowed to participate in this tender .

2-  Applicants which have more than 2 in process contacts with NIDC in similar subject ( exclusively same subject) are not allowed to
participate in another tender

INTRESTED BIDDERS MAY OBTAIN SET OF DOCUMENTS, CONTAINING:

1) THE RELEVANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS BY SUBMISSION OF A WRITTEN APLICATION; BlrehssINgSASUb MItiing

The distribution of the documents will be started one day after the publishing of

Tender Document Distribution by Company second advertisement and ended on the following tenth day thereof

2) ALL BIDS MUST BE DELIVERED TO THE BELOW ADDRESS ON OR BEFORE THE
CLOSING DATE 03.jul.2019 .THE OPENING DATE OF TECHNICAL OFFER o
ENVELOPES WILL BE AT 11 AM ON THE 07.jul.2019 IN THE BUYER'S CONFERENCE
ROOM LOCATED AT THE HEAD OFFICE OF KSC AHWAZ-IRAN AND THE BIDDERS OR

THEIR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES CAN ATTEND THE MEETING OF THE

Hall No.:113, 1%"floor, Foreign Procurement Dept., National Iranian Drilling

Distribution Place Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN .TEL 061-34148601

Submitting one original Bank Fund Receipt in the amount of 510,000 Iranian Rials
under account number 4001114004020491( Shaba No. IR 520100004001114004020491)
in name of “NIDC Incomes Centralized Fund” issued by LR. of Iran Central Bank.

Submitting format Request for the purpose of receiving Tender Documents.

Submitting Method

TENDER. Closing date 35Days after the last time of Purchasing.
Documents Receiving Method Hall No. 107, 1%floor, Tender Committee, Operation building, National Iranian
3) THE OFFERED PRICE SHOULD BE VALID UP TO 4 MONTH AFTER OPPENING DATE . '|'e| Address Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN.

Tel: +98-61-34148580 +98-61-34148569

4) FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT TO BELOW CHANALE:

021£430]51{450

Tender Guarantee

Val f t
Tel No.: +98-61-32908116 ; +98-61-32136117,+98-61-32136120 elue of guarantee 560,000,000 RLS / 11,786 EURO

EMAIL: J.ghorbani@Kksc.ir ; z.mokhtari@ksc.ir

v'=-Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that obtain activity license from the
central bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Type of guarantee v+-Submitting one original Bank Fund Receipt under account number 4001114006376636 ( Shaba No. IR

350100004001114006376636) in name of “NIDC saving account” by the central bank of Islamic
Republic of Iran.

WEBSITE : WWW.KSC.IR .

Duration of credit & quotation Tender Guarantee and quotation should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum for one time

in initial validity duration.

ADDRESS : KHOUZESTAN STEEL COMPANY (KSC)- KM10 AHVAZ & BANDAR IMAM
KHOMEINI ROAD- AHWAZ — IRAN

( Foreign Procurement Dept.)
More of this & other tenders are accessible by click on: www.nidc.ir  http://sapp.ir/nidc_pr
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N\ Public Relations of Khuzestan Steel Co Ve 31
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Traditional parties did not get good results in parliamentary elections

Alarm sounded in EU

By Saeed Sobhani

TEHRAN — Although the level of political participa-
tion in the 2019 parliamentary election was higher
than in previous elections, this did not prevent the
increase in the number of votes of nationalistand
extremist parties. Of course, the Green Party’s vic-
tory in the European Parliamentary elections will
reduce the bitterness of the triumph of nationalist
parties in Europe!

The recent parliamentary elections in Eu-
rope have signaled alarm for the euro zone and
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the European Union. Of course, French protests
and public discontent in Europe were the basis
for the failure of traditional parties in the recent
parliamentary elections in Europe. Meanwhile,
the silence of European leaders such as German
Chancellor Angela Merkel in the face of recent
unrests, indicate that they’re seriously worried
about the future of the European Union and the
Eurozone. Atany rate, determining the relevance
between recent protests in France and current
and future changes in the united Europe has be-
come one of the main concerns of analysts of the
European and international affairs.Meanwhile,
some European politicians are trying to analyze the
France protests as an infrastructural and skin-deep
objection. However, the kind of slogans that the
yellow vests are using against the capitalist system,
and the generalization of protests to other parts
of Europe, suggest that this phenomenon can’t
be regarded as a transitory, infrastructural and
shallow crisis. On the contrary, it's obvious that
the ongoing protests in France have a fundamental
and basilar nature.

A review of the results of the European Parlia-
mentary elections

The results of the European parliamentary
election show that the green continent is in an
emergency. As Euronews reported, Voters from

the 28 member states of the European Union have
cast their ballot in what is the second biggest demo-
cratic exercise in the world.Official projections
showed parties committed to strengthening the
European Union held on to two-thirds of seats in
the EU parliament, though far-right and nationalist
opponents saw strong gains.

B Austria

The ruling People’s Party, led by Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz, comes in first with 34.9%, according
to provisional results. Itis followed by the Social
Democrats with 23.4% and the far-right Freedom

4

Party (FPO) with 17.2%.The latter’s score is believed
to have been hit by the so-called Ibiza scandal which
resulted in party leader Heinz-Christian Strache
resigning as vice-chancellor last week after a secret
video appeared to show him trying to trade public
contracts for party donations from a woman he
thought was the niece of a Russian oligarch.

Of course, the recent political developmentsin
Austria have had a direct impact on the outcome
of the election.What has been happening today in
Austria has led to concerns among EU leaders. Vice
Chancellor of Austria, Heinz-Christian Strache,
head of the far-right, anti-immigrant Freedom
Party which was in Kurz’s ruling coalition, had
resigned earlier Saturday, a day after the video
was published.

The video hit a nerve amid broader concerns
about ties between Russia and right-wing populist
parties critical of the European Union.

Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz has called
for an early election after his vice chancellor re-
signed over a covertly shot video that showed him
apparently promising government contracts to a
prospective Russian investor. Kurz said he would
ask President Alexander Van der Bellen to set a
date for a new election “as soon as possible.”

B Belgium

Belgium wasn’t holding just one election on

Sunday, but three: federal, regional and European.
For the latter, partial results showed the moderate
separatist Flemmish N-VA party had the largest
score nationwide, with 13.5% of the votes. The
anti-immigrant Vlaams Belang (Flemish Inter-
est) came in second with 11.4%.While the more
prosperous Dutch-speaking Flanders shifted to
the right, French-speaking Wallonia moved to the
left. The Socialist Party, at 10.5%, came in third
nationwide.The Liberal Party MP of Prime Minister
Michel came only in the seventh position.

B Bulgaria

Even though voting is compulsory in Bulgaria,
voter turnout was only 30.83%.As pollsters expected,
Bulgaria’s vote was split between the centre-right
GERB party (30.6%) and the country’s socialist
coalition party (26.42%), according to official esti-
mates.The youngest current European parliament
member is Bulgarian Andrey Novakov, who is 30.

B Croatia

Provisional results placed the conservative
Democratic Union (HDZ), which rules the coun-
try inacoalition, and the Social Democratic Party
in the lead with 22.71% and 18.69% of the vote
respectively.The right-wing Croatian Conservative
Party is third with 8.49%.

B Cyprus

Final results showed the ruling DISY party —an
EPP member — came in first with 29% of the vote,
broadly on par with 2014 results.Niyazi Kizilyurek,
from the communist AKEL party —which came in
second place (27.5%) — has become the first Turk-
ish Cypriot to be elected as an MEP.The country
is divided between Greek Cypriots and minority
Turkish Cypriots, but over 80,000 Turkish Cypri-
ots are reportedly eligible to vote in EU elections.

B CzechRepublic

The ruling centrist ANO party increased its
number of MEPs from 4 to 6, official results showed.
The second biggest delegation from the country isa
right-wing formation, the Civic Democratic Party,
which doubles its MEPs to 4.The anti-establishment,
anti-corruption Czech Pirate party came in third
with three MEPs, tied with the conservative STAN
TOP coalition.

B Denmark

Provisional results put the Social Democrats
in the lead with 23.5%, ahead of the centre-right
Venstre party — ruling the country in a coalition
— which scored 21.5% of the vote.The Socialist
party was third (13.2%) while the Red-Green Al-
liance looked set to win its first ever seat at the
European Parliament with 11%. The People’s
Movement Against the EU got 3.9%.Danes are
scheduled to return to the poll on June 5 for the
country’s general election.

Bl Estonia

The liberal Reform party retained its first place
with 26.2% of the vote, official results showed.The
Social Democratic party claimed the second place
with 23.3% of the vote, while the Centre party
was in third with 14.4%.The far-right Conservative
People’s Party tripled its score to come in fourth
with 12.7% and will be represented in the European
Parliament with one MEP.

B Finland
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KHOUZESTAN STEEL COMPANY INTENDS TO PURCHASE
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CLOSING DATE
ENVELOPES WILL BE AT 11

MEETING OF THE TENDER.

INTRESTED BIDDERS MAY OBTAIN SET OF DOCUMENTS, CONTAINING:
1) THE RELEVANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS BY SUBMISSION OF A WRITTEN APLICATION;

2) ALL BIDS MUST BE DELIVERED TO THE BELOW ADDRESS ON OR BEFORE THE
03.jul.2019 .THE OPENING DATE OF TECHNICAL OFFER
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\\ The Scandinavian country was the
first to officially release its results which
saw the centre-right National Coalition
Party claiming the top spot, with 20.8%
of the vote, slightly below its 23.2%
from 2014.The Green League secured
the second place with 16.0%, ahead of
the Social Democrats (14.6%) and the
populist Finns Party, which makes itin
the fourth position with 13.8%.

B France

With 91% of the votes counted, Ma-

party is leading with 24.08%, while the
La Republique En Marche movement of
President Emmanuel Macron is second
with 21.89%.The National Rally, then-
known as the Front National, also won
the EU election in 2014 while Macron’s
movement did not exist then.The Green
party surprised to clinch the third place
with 13.14% of the vote.

B Germany

An exit poll confirmed projections
made ahead of the elections that pre-
dicted a surge of support for the Green
Party, which clinched the second place
with 21.8% of the vote — double its 2014
result. The ruling CDU/CSU alliance has
/- come in first with a reported 28% of the

vote while the anti-migrant and anti-euro Alter-
native for Germany (AfD) is fourth with 10.5%.

B Greece

The main opposition party, the conservative
New Democracy movement, beat the ruling left-
wing Syriza formation with 33.3% and 23.8 % of
the vote respectively, provisional results showed.
This outcome prompted Greek Prime Minister
Alexis Tsipras to call for a snap general election
in June.The country’s economic situation and the
name change agreement with North Macedonia
have taken precedence over European issues.

B Hungary

The National Election Office has announced
that the ruling right-wing Fidesz party has won
with 52.14% of the vote. The Democratic Coali-
tion came in second with 16.26% with the liberal
Momentum movement in third with 9.92%.

Fidesz's victory came despite repeated clashes
with Brussels over rule of law and migration. The
party has also been suspended from the centre-
right European People’s Party grouping in the
parliament.

B Ireland

Both the GUE/NGL and EPP parties are esti-
mated to win four seats respectively out of Ireland’s
11seats in the EU Parliament, according to an exit
poll.The Greens had a strong showing and became
the third party in Ireland with an estimated two
seats.The campaign was dominated by Brexit fears
asthe UK, Ireland’s largest trading partner, is due
to leave the bloc.

B italy

Matteo Salvini’s far-right League overtook the
Five-Star Movement as Italy’s largest party after

w

winning 33.6% of the vote, according to provisional
results.The Five Star Movement is now reported to
score the third place (16.6%), behind the centre-
left Democratic Party (23.5%).

B Latvia

The liberal-conservative New Unity party —aligned
with the EPP — retained the first place, although its
share of the vote dropped from more than 46% in 2014
t026%, provisional results show.It is followed by the
Social Democratic Party (17.5%) and the right-wing
populist National Alliance with 16.4%, the latter of
which finished second in 2014 with 14.3%.

B Lithuania

Initial results, with about 90% of votes counted,
showed the centre-right Homeland Union had
won with 17.41% of the vote, followed by the So-
cial Democratic Party with 16.90%. The Farmers
and Greens Union clinched the third place with
13.93%.Lithuania also held the second round of
its presidential election which was won by econo-
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mist Gitanas Naus?da, who is not affiliated to any
political party.

B Luxembourg

The liberal Democratic Party and the conservative
Christian Social People’s Party will both send two
MEPs to the European Parliament having scored
21.44 and 21.1% respectively.The Green Party came
in third with 18.91% of the vote, official results show.

B Malta

Prime Minister Muscat’s Labour party won
by a landslide with 55.9% of the vote, while the
rival Nationalist party trailed far behind (36.2%).
Government corruption was an important topic
in Malta during the EU elections as the two major
parties have both accused each other of wrongdoing.

B Poland

The ruling Law and Justice party (PiS) came

first with 43.1% of the vote, provisional results
showed.

The European Coalition, led by European Council
President Donald Tusk and comprised of his Civic
Platform and a group of leftistand rural politicians,
came in second with 38.41%.But turnout, although
at a record high for EU elections in the country,
still only stood at 43%.The EU elections kicked off
a series of polls in the country: a parliamentary
one follows in the autumn before a presidential
vote next year.

B Portugal

Preliminary results — with 97.5% of the votes
counted — show that the Socialist Party has won
with 33.8%. The Social Democratic Party has placed
— adistant — second with 22.6% with the Left Bloc
trailing in third position with 9.6% of the vote.The
Green party, Pan is on 4.8% and might have its
first seat in the European parliament.

B Romania

Provisional results showed a sharp decline in
support for the ruling Social Democrats (PSD) which
has clashed with Brussels over anti-corruption and
rule of law reforms. The PSD trailed the pro-EU
National Liberal Party (PNL) with respectively
24.8% and 27.8% of the vote.In the last national
ballot in 2016, PSD won 45% of the vote.The A
2020 USR PLUS alliance, which campaigned on
anti-corruption and green issues, came in third
with 18.1% of the vote.

PNL and other pro-EU parties may have ben-
efited from the fact that there was a referendum
being held at the same time on PSD’s controver-
sial reforms.Meanwhile, thousands of Romanian
diaspora protested outside embassies and polling

stations across Europe Sunday after long queues
left many unable to vote.

B Slovakia

The Progressive Slovakia/Together coalition
— led by recently-elected President Zuzana Capu-
tova — has won the EU election with 20.1% of the
vote, official results show. The social-democratic
SMER party finished second with 15.7% ahead of
the far-right People’s Party with 12.1%

B Slovenia

The liberal Democratic Party has retained its top
spotwith a score pretty much identical to the one
in 2014 (26.48%), according to preliminary results
released by the State Election Commission with
more than 98% of the votes counted.The centre-
left Social Democrats came in second, more than
doubling its results from 2014 with 18.57%. The list
led by the country’s Prime Minister, meanwhile,
came in third with 15.62%.

B Spain

With more than 99% of votes counted, the So-
cialist party, led by Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez,
had scored an impressive 32.9% — ten percentage
points higher than in 2014 and far ahead of the
centre-right People’s Party’s 20.1%.

The far-right Vox Party, which was contending
its second EU elections, finished in fifth with 6.8%
of the vote, far lower than the 10.3% it gathered in
last month’s general election.Catalan separatist
leaders Carles Puigdemont and Oriol Junqueras
were both elected MEPs, but with question marks
over whether they’ll be able to take up their seats,
as Euronews looked at in this article.

B Sweden

Preliminary results put the ruling Social Demo-
crats in the lead with 24% of the vote. Their coalition
partner, the Green Party, actually looks set to lose
some four percentage points from 2014 and finish
fourth with 11%.This is quite a disappointing score
for the Green Party in Greta Thunberg’'s home
country. The teen activist kick-started a global
protest last year calling on lawmakers to take more
decisive action to tackle the climate emergency.The
far-right Sweden Democrats nearly doubled their
score with a projected 16%, compared to 9.67% in
2014 to finish third, right behind the conservative
Moderate Party’s 17%.

Bl The Netherlands

The anti-EU, far-right Freedom Party (PVV),
which was projected to do fairly well, actually saw
its support plummet to 3.5% from 13.2% in 2014,
according to provisional results.Instead, the pro-
EU left-wing Labour party is projected to be the
big winner with 19%, followed by the governing
(in a coalition) People’s Party for Freedom and
Democracy with 14.6%.

H UK

With 99% of the votes counted, Nigel Farage’s
Brexit Party is leading its nearest rival, the pro-
Remain Liberal Democrats, by a large margin with
31.6% and 20.3% respectively.
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Traditional parties did not get good results in parliamentary elections

Alarm sounded in EU

The main opposition Labour Party is
third with 14.1% while the ruling Conservatives
arein fifth with 9.1%.

What Western media say about the
results of the European Parliamentary
elections?

Most European media have focused on
the issue of Emanuel Macro’s defeat in the
European Parliamentary elections. Also, the
triumph of nationalists in Britain and the fall in
the number of votes of the two traditional parties
of Germany, the Social-Democratic Party and
the Christian Democrats, have attracted many
European analysts. Here are some reviews by
Western media:

The thing Eurocrats are most worried
about with EU election results

The European Parliament has been tradi-
tionally dominated by two political groups:
the centre-right European People’s Party and
centre-left Socialists and Democrats.But this
year’s European Parliament election is different.

With a surge in populist politics and Brexit
still weighing on everyone’s minds, there’sbeen
dwindling support for the two traditional groups.
The two houses for the first time in decades
could see the end of their ruling coalition if
they fail to secure enough seats to together
form a majority. And it’s this possibility that
worries those within the EPP and S&D currently
leading in Brussels.

“With these European elections, we could see
amuch more fragmented European Parliament,”
said Darren McCaffrey, Euronews’ political
editor.”So what could happen? Ultimately we
could see the EPP and the Socialists, who have
essentially provided a pretty stable majority for
the last couple of decades, well they may not
have a combined majority any more.”

“Couple that with unstable coalitions be-
tween populist parties, who essentially don’t
necessarily agree on potentially an awful lot —
but are determined to change the system,” he
added.According to 21 May projections from
Europe Elects, a group that provides poll aggre-
gation and election analysis, the EPP and S&D
are slated to take a dramatic hit. The S&D is
projected to lose 39 seats while the centre-right
EPP is expected to take adrumming to the tune
of 48 seats.Thelikely shake-up is, in part, due
to support for populist parties, including the
Brexit Party in the UK.

“You've got the Brexit Party, back in Parlia-
ment campaigning for a no-deal Brexit inside
and outside the institutions,” said McCaffrey.
Butit’s the thought of stripping away the cen-
tralised powers of the EU that may be the biggest
nightmare for those in Brussels.

“What might be most be the mostworrying
ofall? It could be those parties campaigning to
take powers away from the Commission and
repatriate them back to national capitals,” he
said.”All this is possible, if not inevitable. But
if it does happen, ultimately it will be because
of democracy, because of the will of the people,
because of what you at home want.”

Maylaments ‘very disappointing’ EU
elections as voters take Brexit revenge

As The Guardian reported, An insurgent
Brexit party and reinvigorated Liberal Demo-
crats have delivered a harrowing night for the
Conservatives and Labour at the European
elections, prompting profound soul-searching
at the top of both major parties.Nigel Farage’s
Brexit party humiliated the Conservatives in
their rural heartlands but also made sweep-
ing gains in cities such as Cardiff, Leeds and
Sheffield, as well as in Hillingdon, the home
of Boris Johnson’s seat, where the Tories were
pushed into fourth.

Farage’s success campaigning in favour of a
no-deal Brexit is likely to push the Conservative
leadership candidates into hardline positions
onleaving the EU.In her first response Theresa
May said the European elections were a “very
disappointing night” for the Tories, adding:
“Tt shows the importance of finding a Brexit
deal, and I sincerely hope these results focus
minds in parliament.”

European Union is in a difficult position.
The European Union will face a crisis of
leadership in the near future.

Jeremy Hunt, the foreign secretary, warned
that the Conservative were facing an “existential
threat”, while Johnson said it was a “crushing
rebuke” to the government’s failure to take the
UK out of the EU.The night also confirmed an
extraordinary revival of the Lib Dems, who
overtook the Tories in Theresa May’s Maid-
enhead seat and came first in Jeremy Corbyn’s
north London home of Islington.

Overnight, the Brexit party gained 28 seats,
with the Lib Dems in second on 15 seats. Labour
held 10, having lost seven so far, the Green party
won seven, a gain of four, and the Tories were
languishing in fifth place, with just three seats.
The results so far show that the hard Brexit
vote totalled 36.8% — with the Brexit party on
33.3% and Ukip on 3.5%. The overall total for
pro-leave parties was up at 45.6% including
the Conservatives on a historically low 8.8%.

The pro-remain vote added up to 41.5%
— with the Lib Dems on 20.9%, the Greens
on 12.5%, the SNP on 3.5%, Change UK on
3.6% and Plaid Cymru on 1%. Labour, which
tried to appeal to both sides with a soft Brexit
pitch ora possible confirmatory referendum,
was on 14.6%.

The punishing result for Labour is likely
to prompt Corbyn’s critics to question again
the Brexit strategy he and his advisers have
pursued, with recriminations likely to spill
into the open in the coming days.The shadow
foreign secretary, Emily Thornberry, said La-
bour must radically readdress its Brexit policy
and campaign for a second referendum, and
shortly afterwards Corbyn vowed the party
would reflect on the results.

The Labour leader said: “After three years
of Tory failure to deliver a Brexit that works
for the whole country, these elections became
aproxy second referendum. Over the coming
days we will have conversations across our party
and movement, and reflect on these results on
both sides of the Brexit divide.”

A triumphant Farage, re-elected to the
European parliament in the South East, said
his party had achieved a historic result. The
Brexit party won all of the regions in England,
apart from London, as well as Wales, and took
almost 2 million more votes than their closest
rivals, the Lib Dems.“Never before in British
politics has a new party launched just six weeks
ago topped the polls in a national election,”
Farage said.

“There’s a huge message here, massive
message here. The Labour and Conservative
parties could learn a big lesson from tonight,
though Idon’t suppose that they actually will.”

Among those elected to the European
parliament for the Brexit party were the for-
mer Conservative MP Ann Widdecombe and
Annunziata Rees-Mogg, the sister of the Tory
hard Brexiter Jacob Rees-Mogg.

The Brexit party chair Richard Tice, who
won a seat in the East of England, echoed
Farage’s demand that his party be included
in any forthcoming Brexit negotiations with

the EU. He said voters were “sending a clear
message back to Westminster that we want
a WTO [World Trade Organization] Brexit”.

“What’s so important now is we come in
and help the government quickly because it
isin paralysis and is navel-gazing about who
should be the nextleader,” he said. Among the
Tory casualties was the party’s European par-
liament leader Ashley Fox. The prominent Tory
Brexiter MEP Daniel Hannan, one of the key
figures in Vote Leave, was narrowly re-elected
but said he was concerned the Brexit party
could take seats from the Conservatives in a
general election.

In Hannan'’s South East region, the Brexit
party came top in 27 of 31 areas, with three
won by the Lib Dems and one by the Greens.
Labour and the Conservatives failed to win a
single area.

Hannan said it was “the worst result my
party has suffered in its 185-year history” but
that he could see why the party had taken a
pummelling. “It’s been a very bad night and
in way understandably; you don’t need to be
any kind of expert on politics — people voted
leave and we haven't left,” he told Sky News.
At the opposite end of the Brexit divide, the
Liberal Democrats dominated in London at
the expense of Labour, winning areas such
as Camden and Lambeth by almost 10,000
more votes than Labour, despite five-figure
Labour majorities in most of those parliamen-
tary seats.Vince Cable’s party took three seats
in the capital, with two each for Labour and
the Brexit party and another for the Greens.

Cable said voters had backed its “clear, hon-
est, unambiguous message” and delivered the
party’s best European elections result, which
means they have more MEPs than MPs in the
Commons.“Thereis a clearlesson for Labourin
tonight’s results: get off the fence. In trying to
please everybody they have pleased nobody,”
Cable said.

Alastair Campbell, Tony Blair’s former press
secretary, said he had voted Liberal Democrat.
“I didn’t vote Labour for the first time in my
life and it was a very, very strange feeling,” he
told the BBC.Thornberry was the first senior
shadow cabinet minister to call for a radical
overhaul of Labour’s Brexit policy.

“We went into an election where the most
important issue was what was our

thetrade unions. The TSSA general secretary,
Manuel Cortes, said the party should adopt a
policy on Europe that was more in tune with
its pro-European members. “I have knocked
on many doors during the campaign and it’s
blindingly obvious that our clear-as-mud line
on Brexit hurt us deeply,” he said.

Any handbrake turn on Labour’s Brexit
policy is likely to meet with resistance in the
shadow cabinet. The shadow Cabinet Office
minister, Jon Trickett, a close ally of Corbyn,
pointed to results in Labour areas where the
Brexit party had gained votes, including his
own seat.

“Those ‘important people’ who said
Wakefield is now for remain need to show
some humility; they were wrong,” he said, a
veiled dig at his pro-remain neighbouring MP
Mary Creagh. “Inever doubted my constituents’
determination to have their voice heard and
that is why I have stuck to my view to accept
the original referendum.”

In Wales, Plaid Cymru took the lion’s share
of the pro-remain vote but the Brexit party
topped the poll, snatching a seat from the
Conservatives and one from Ukip.

In Scotland, where the final result will not
be known until later on Monday morning, the
Scottish National party was predicted to win
three MEPs, with Labour failing to win a sin-
gle seat.

The night also saw a significant boost for
the Green party, a pattern seen across Europe.
Molly Scott-Cato, the Green MEP re-elected in
the South West, said it was a “thrilling night”
for greens across EU member states.

The results seemed to confirm the disinte-
gration of Ukip, which lost all its seats, including
that of its leader, Gerard Batten, in London.
Change UK, the nascent remain party led by
abreakaway group of Labour and Tory MPs,
failed to make any breakthrough.

The far-right independent candidate Tommy
Robinson was roundly defeated in the North
West, claiming he had faced a “near impossible
task”. Robinson, whose real name is Stephen
Yaxley-Lennon, was repeatedly targeted by
protesters, including two who threw milk-
shakes over him.

‘What has happened in Europe?

Thereality is that the European Union is
in a difficult position. The European Union
will face a crisis of leadership in the near
future. This social excitement has now be-
come a “political demand” in the West. The
dissatisfaction of European citizens with their
governments has caused them to explicitly
demand the return to the twentieth century
and the time before the formation of United
Europe.Obviously, in this situation, “Cross-
ing the traditional parties” would become
a general demand in the West. Under such
circumstances, Merkel’s and other European
leaders’ warnings about the return to the
twentieth century and the time before the
formation of United Europe simply means
the inability of the Eurozone authorities in
preventing the Right-extremism in the West.

Now, the green parties in Europe are the last
hope for the European Union and the eurozone!
The failure of the traditional parties in the UK,
Germany and France is well illustrated by the
extent to which the crisis is serious in Eu and
the eurozone.....

There are good reasons
why Iran won’t fold to U.S.
extremism

But Trump is not all that attentive as any kind of chief
executive and he has Bolton and others around who seems to
exist for nothing but war, and to them it may not even matter
where war may be — just that the U.S. is throwing its military
power around and trying to prove forevermore that the U.S. is
THE hegemon and intends to remain so.

Itreallyis a terrible situation for Trump, because if he wants
to avoid igniting another war in the Mideast, he almost MUST
fire both Pompeo and Bolton and this just for starters. And this
was or is a real estate tycoon, and not a very good one with a trail
of bankruptcies, who was alleged to be completely surprised
that he won the 2016 election and may have not wanted the
Presidency all that much given his lifelong primary interests
around the accumulation of lucre and female “conquests” in or
outside of marriage.

The fact is that if the U.S. bombs Iran, it won’t “work” if the
expectation is that Iran is suddenly going to do whatever the
warmongers want. Iran, it appears, is going to be well prepared
and focused in retaliation, and will prove it if necessary. What
then? A U.S. invasion of Iran? The U.S. public, one can be certain,
won’t have it, nor will most of the rest of the world.

The U.S. will NOT be able to muster, as it did almost 20 years
ago with Iraq, any kind of remotely credible coalition, although
its likely that the Saudis and the Zionists will be involved. An
invasion of Iran, smart observers have noted, will end the U.S.
role in future in the Middle East, and may even finish off the U.S.
globally and destroy the so-called “empire” the U.S. has stitched
together since World War 2. And one must not downplay Russian
and Chinese pledges NOT to permit Iran to be destroyed.

On this latter possibility, that the U.S. could wreck itself, and on
this alone, one has to wonder that some of Iran’s hardliners may not
be entirely averse to a military tangle with the U.S., although they
won'tlikely do anything to provoke it directly, unless one imagines
that defensive preparation is provocation. Indeed, it’s not difficult to
put forward the notion that after almost 70 years of U.S. meddling or
hostility to Iran, some Iranians might be willing to serve a sacrificial
role to get the U.S. off Iran’s back once and for all time.

During the revolution in Iran 40 years ago, angry Iranians
erected a poster in Tehran directed at the U.S. that read in Eng-
lish: “Vietnam wounded you; Iran will bury you!” Of course the
warning was hyperbolic. Justifiably angry people anywhere tend
to hyperbole. But consider:

Awise mother once told her several children: “If you catch a bird
inyour hands and grip it too hard to keep it (as the U.S. is trying to
hold on to its worldwide hegemony), you will kill it. But if you let
it fly free, it will probably fly back to your hands.” So now we see
the U.S. doing everything possible (desperately) to maintain the
economic and military disparities between itself and other nations.

This is the primary objective behind American-instigated trade
wars, economic sanctions and military threats wherever they have
occurred. But screwing other nations is not a productive game
longer term, and most of the world understands this. The best
hope is that the people who make decisions in Washington wise
up. Meanwhile, let’s also hope Iran’s proposed non-aggression
pact with its neighbors bears fruit.

view on leaving the EU, and we were
not clear about it,” she said. “We were
not clear on the one single thing that
people wanted to hear.“We should
have said quite simply that any deal
that comes out of this government
should be put to a confirmatory ref-
erendum, and that remain should be
on the ballot paper, and that Labour

)/
Second Announcement

NATIONAL IRANIAN SOUTH OILFIELDS COMPANY AHVAZ-IRAN
TENDER NO. : 31-32-95204-53-011

National Iranian South Oilfields Company(NISOC) intends to purchase the following goods
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would campaign to remain. I think
that we will after these elections need
tolook very carefully at why it is that

Items

Material Description

Quantity

we got this result.”
Recriminations also came from
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Production Plant;
Scope of work:

guarantee for at least two years.
Location:

Isfahan)
Performance period:
2-3 month.

.

The tender is invited on turnkey basis for Design,
Engineering, Supply, Construction, Erection, and
Commissioning of 70,000 M*/h Lead smoke/Dust
Treatment system and 80,000 M?/h Acid
FumeTreatment System, with performance

Khansar City (5 hours driving to Tehran, 2 Hours to

Air Treatment System

IN KHANSAR
TENDER NO. : FBNP/098/02

Faraz Battery Co. intends to open above tender
with the following conditions for the Battery

tender documents.

submission:

Bidders who have ability and experiences in this
field are requested to contact below to receive

Address for willing to participate and

Unit 3, third Floor, No 2713, Intersection of
Ravanpoor St and Valiasre St,Tehran, Iran

Telephone: +98 21 26230719
Fax: +98 21 26230748
Faraz Battery Novin Parsian.

FARAZ BATTERY

03

LINE PIPE, API 5L, GR.B. AND IPS-M-PI-190(2), SEAMLESS BEVELLED FOR
WELDING, BLACK, ELECTRIC FURNACE, OR OPEN, HEARTH STEEL.
ENDS BEVELLED AT AN ANGLE OF, 30 DEGREES & PLUS 5 DEGREES

MINUS O DEGREES., PIPE SUPPLIED BARE UNOILED., IN RANDOM
LENGTHS OF 9 M FROM 8 M TO 10 M. ,2. IN. NOM 60.3 MM OD 5.43 KG/M,
SCH. 40, 4.0MM WT (8000 Meter).

1333

Faraz Battery Novin Parsian

04

LINE PIPE, API 5L, GRADE B, SEAMLESS, SQUARE ENDS BLACK, EXTRA
STRONG, ELECTRIC FURNACE, OR OPEN HEARTH STEEL, PIPE SUPPLIED
BARE UNOILED., IN RANDOM LENGTHS OF OM FROM5M TO 7.5 M.,1/2 IN

NOW, 21.3 MM OD KG/M, SCH. 80, 3.6 MM WT. 1.622(5400 Meter).

900

05

LINE PIPE, API 5L, GRADE B, SEAMLESS, SQUARE ENDS BLACK, EXTRA
STRONG, ELECTRIC FURNACE, OR OPEN HEARTH STEEL, PIPE SUPPLIED
BARE UNOILED., IN RANDOM LENGTHS OF 6M FROM5M TO 7.5 M., 1
IN.NOM 33.4 MM OD KGM, SCH. 80, 4.5 MM WT. 3.230(3000 Meter).

500

Vendors whointend to participateinaforesaid tenders arerequested to send their «intention To Participate»
letter via fax to the following number along with their resume according to Qualitative Assessment Form
no. 2, available at: WWW.nisoc.ir , not later than 14 days after the second announcement, otherwise, their
requests for participation in the tender will be disregarded.

The applicants should have relevant background in supplying the required goods and capability to provide
and submit a bid bond of 3,712 EURO or 177,300,000 RIAL, in favor of NISOC.

Tender Conditions materials technical thorough specifications and Qualitative Assessment Forms can be
accessed via: WWW.nisoc.ir-material procurement management tab

FOREIGN PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
Bldg. No. 104, Material Procurement Management Complex
Kouy-e-Fadaeian Islam (New Site), Ahvaz, Iran
Tel. No.: 061 341 23455 Fax No.: 0613445 7437

www.shana.ir
WAIYTY pg agifANTE Sl Cags 5l ol

Public Relations

www.nisoc.ir - http://iets.mporg.ir
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Pars

Apartment

Apt in Zafaranieh
4™ floor, 112 sq.m, 2 Bdrs. furn, 2
bath rooms, $1500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Jordan
1™ floor, 246 sq.m, 4 Bdrs.
furn, spj, balcony, renovated park
ing spot, $3200
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Darband
7" floor, 3 units, 50 sq.m apt with
1 Bdr., 65 sq.m apt with 1 Bdr., 90
sq.m apt with 2 Bdrs. 2 parking
spots for each unit
$550 to $850
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in North Zafaranieh
brand new, 2™ floor, 160 sq.m
3 Bdrs., unfurn, balcony
spj, equipped kitchen
fire place, elevator
storage, parking, $2000

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Brand New Apt in Elahiech
one 120 sq.m apt with 1 Bdr on
ground floor, one 200 sq.m apt

with 3 Bdrs. on third floor

furn, spj, gathering room

roof garden, parking
$1400 & $2500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Duplex Apt in Fereshteh
brand new, 5" floor, 200 sq.m 3
Bdrs., furn, spj, parking $2700

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Py dbo
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Diplomatic Real Estate

Villa

Duplex Villa in Pasdaran
550 sq.m land, 630 sq.m built up, 4
Bdrs., unfurn, outdoor swimming
pool, renovated parking, $4000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in
Shariti-Mirdamad
290 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., unfurn balcony,
fire place, parking

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in Aqdasieh
duplex, 750 sq.m land, 500 sq.m
built up, 5 Bdrs., nice garden
indoor swimming pool, sauna
3 parking spots, $6500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Soheil
500 sq.m land, 600 sq.m built up
8 Bdrs. , 6 bath rooms, unfurn
servant quarter, completely
3 storages, 12 parking spots
3-side entrances, $5500
Mr.Shavan: 09128440156

Duplex Villa in Niavaran
600 sq.m land, 700 sq.m built up, 5
Bdrs., furn, terrace
beautiful garden, outdoor
swimming pool, parking, $8500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Triplex Villa in Jordan
1380 sq.m land, 2000 sq.m built
up, furn, outdoor swimming pool,
yard, parking
4-side entrances
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014

From Oxford Cert Universal

Best Consultation
Best Services, Best Result

Intl. Department Manager "Tina 09128103205"
Tel: 22662452-8 , Fax: 22667173

Hot Line: 28141

info@parsdiplomatic.com
www.parsdiplomatic.com

Building & Office
Nice Office in Mirdamad
3" floor, 90 sq.m, 1 Bdr

storage, parking, $700
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in
Shariati - Soheil

2 floors, 600 sq.m totally, 8 Bdrs.
6 bath rooms, one 40 sq.m suit

renovated, 3 storages, 3-side

entrances, 12 parking spots

$6000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building in Jordan
floors, each floor 2 units each 5
,unit 170 sq.m with, 2 Bdrs. unfurn
elevator, roof top
good light, storage
parking spots 30
Price: negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in Darous
2 floors, 700 sq.m land
one apt 330 sq.m with 4 Bdrs.
another duplex apt 300 sq.m with
5 Bdrs., furn, equipped kitchen
renovated, huge terrace
mountain view, parking
$5000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Best Office in Valiasr
several administrative offices
from 105 sq.m to 350 sq.m
nice lobby, could be flat or office
lots of parking, guest parking
near to Mellat Park
Price negotiable

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Ideal Offers

Apt in North Shirazi
one apt 120 sq.m on 7" floor with 2
Bdrs., another apt
185 sq.m, on 5™ floor with
3 Bdrs. furn balcony, parking
$1000 & $1500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Zafaranieh
ground floor, 150 sq.m
3 Bdrs., unfurn, spj, lobby
storage, parking, $1800

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Andarzgoo blvd
3% floor, 100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, parking, $1200

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Valiasr _ Park Way
2 floor, 110 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
furn , equipped kitchen
parking, $1000

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Zafaranieh
4™ floor, 220 sq.m
3 Bdr., fullygygpg spj, parking
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Qeytarieh
2™ floor, 110 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
furn, equipped kitchen
storage, parking, $900

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Elahieh
180 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn
equipped kitchen, spj, $1600
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
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Shanon_tari@yakoo.com
N 1989121907876
Tol : 88510081

A development company in outskirt of Tehran needs a
project manager for residential/commercial complex
with the following qualifications:

Education: Master’s degree in Civil Engineering or
MBA or Architecture & Planning

Experience: Min. 10 years

Age: 35

Fluentin English

Knowledge of finance, economic development
Experience: in Gov’t. agencies & municipalities,
responsible in logistics of zero to hundred in management,

VIE..

Professional Housing Agency

Going above and beyond
to find your next home.

It’s a true pleasure to introduce ourselves as
one of the oldest and best agencies in Tehran.
We were honored to find demanded property

ot Prem— ' " for embassies and foreign countries for more
Gheitarieh ($1800) | (EPTYIN)| Jordan Villas (F.F) Vgrkfgder lf'”less ; A P than 15 yealrs. en count
:b;lrs, zoosq.ng:/g 250sq.m, 3bdrs (S:::O):::!‘Ss :/P owledge ot related computerftles, Excel, AutoCAD, etc. %ist grictes (z;nd stt.rong cotn.tracts ar: guarztln:.eed.
;;Y,)ﬁg)- _-S/ B&ILGEF (S))o]))rs,)/; Qualified and interested parties please contact email ¢ bestagvertisement Is a great reputation.

- [P . address: WhatsApp/call : Shayan +98 912 285 0 415
Farmanieh ($2200)] | Jordan ($1300) | [Mahmoodieh ($8000) faredi i Kia +989123571776
250sq.m, 3bdrs, §/p | | 140sq.m, 2bdrs | | sstorey bldg, 15bdrs mmonfaredio@gmail.com. . .

) y J . . . Email: sh_vipgroup@yahoo.com
§, J, balcony, & F.F | | balcony, & F.F | |§/p, yard, & pkg lots with resume & further information.

[

Don't Waste Your Time

Visit our website to choose your desired rental Properties

www. Delta HOME. ir

The Most Specialized Website for Foreigners

Real Estate
Member of | Real Estate Group
0 88888865

Occasion furnished \
3bdrs apartment for
rentin Jordan, close to
Pakistani school
200m?, 2™ floor, indoor
swimming pool, and so on

Less than 950%.!!
121999878
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First satellites for Musk’s Starlink
Internet venture launched into orbit

SpaceX, the private rocket company of high-
tech entrepreneur Elon Musk, launched the
first batch of 60 small satellites into low-Earth
orbit on Thursday for Musk’s new Starlink
Internet service.

A Falcon 9 rocket carrying the satellites
blasted off from Cape Canaveral Air Force
Station at about 10:30 p.m. local time
(0230 GMT Friday), clearing a key hurdle
for a business venture that Musk hopes will
generate much-needed cash for his larger
ambitions in space.

The launch came a week after two back-
to-back countdowns for the mission were
scrubbed - once due to high winds over the
Cape and the next night in order to update
satellite software and “triple-check” all
systems.

The 60 satellites flown into space were
released into orbit as planned about an hour
after Thursday’s launch, and the Falcon 9’s
main-stage reusable booster rocket flew back
to Earth for a successful landing on a barge
floating in the Atlantic.

SpaceX said it would probably take
another day to learn whether all the satellites
deployed were functioning properly. Each
weighs about 500 pounds (227 kg), making
them the heaviest payload carried aloft by
SpaceX to date.

They represent the initial phase of a
planned constellation capable of beaming
signals for high-speed Internet service

SpaceX, the private rocket company of high-
tech entrepreneur Elon Musk, launched the
first batch of 60 small satellites.

from space to paying customers around
the globe.
Musk has said he sees the new Starlink

venture as an important new revenue stream
for his California-based Space Exploration
Technologies, or SpaceX, whose launch service

income he expects to top out at around $3
billion a year.

He told reporters last week that makes
Starlink pivotal in helping pay for his larger
goals of developing a new spacecraft to fly
paying customers to the moon and for
eventually trying to colonize Mars.

“We think this is a key stepping stone on
the way toward establishing a self-sustaining
city on Mars and a base on the moon,” said
billionaire Musk, who is also chief executive
officer of automaker Tesla Inc.

At least 12 launches carrying similar
payloads are needed to achieve constant
Internet coverage of most of the world, Musk
said. For now, Starlink is only authorized for
U.S. operations.

Musk faces stiff competition. Airbus SE-
backed OneWeb launched its own clutch of
satellites in February, while LeoSat Enterprises
and Canada’s Telesat are also working to
build data networks.

In each network, the tiny satellites
orbit closer to Earth than traditional
communications satellites, a technological
shift made possible by advances in laser
technology and computer chips.

Musk said SpaceX would begin
approaching customers later this year or
next year. As many as 2,000 satellites will
be launched per year, with the ultimate
objective of placing up to 12,000 into orbit.

(Source: Reuters)

Rats and gerbils to thrive while larger animals like rhinos

and eagles will die out in the next 100 years, study says

Ashumans continue to destroy the habitat of larger creatures,
the average animal size is set to “shrink” by 25 per cent over
the next century, according to a new study.

Larger, less adaptable, slow-lived species like tawny
eagles and rhinos will become extinct, while smaller and
adaptable creatures like rodents, dwarf gerbils and songbirds
are likely to predominate, researchers at the University of
Southampton said.

Unless radical action is taken to protect wildlife and restore
habitats, whole ecosystems could collapse.

“By far the biggest threat to birds and mammals is
humankind — with habitats being destroyed due to our
impact on the planet, such as deforestation, hunting, intensive
farming, urbanization and the effects of global warming,”
said Rob Cooke, lead author of the study published in the
journal Nature Communications.

“The substantial ‘downsizing’ of species which we forecast
could incur further negative impacts for the long-term
sustainability of ecology and evolution. This downsizing
may be happening due to the effects of ecological change
but, ironically, with the loss of species which perform unique
functions within our global ecosystem, it could also end up
as a driver of change, too.”

11

The predicted declines are particularly large when compared
to the 14 per cent body size reduction observed in species
since the last interglacial period 130,000 years ago.

The research team focused on 15,484 living land mammals

and birds and considered how body mass, litter/clutch size,
breadth of habitat, diet and length of time between generations
affect their role in nature.

They also used the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species to determine
which animals are most likely to become extinct in the next
century.

Small, highly-fertile insect-eating animals that can thrive
in a variety of habitats will be the most resilient, they found.

“We have demonstrated that the projected loss of
mammals and birds will not be ecologically random —
rather a selective process where certain creatures will be
filtered out, depending on their traits and vulnerability
to ecological change,” said Felix Eigenbrod, a professor
at the University of Southampton.

Amanda Bates, research chair at Memorial University
in Canada, added: “Extinctions were previously viewed as
tragic, deterministic inevitabilities, but they can also be seen
as opportunities for targeted conservation actions. As long
as a species that is projected to become extinct persists,
there is time for conservation action and we hope research
such as ours can help guide this.”

(Source: The Independent)
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“Swarms” of wolf-dog
hybrids sweeping Europe,
study reveals

“Swarms” of wolf-dog hybrid animals could drive European wolf
populations out of existence, a study has warned.

A rise in crossbreeding, driven by habitat destruction and
human growth into wolves’ territories, is bringing them into
greater contact with domestic free-roaming dogs.

The result is greater incidences of interbreeding, which scientists
say “threaten the genetic identity” of wolves.

The study compared the views of more than 40 scientists and
warned a lack of engagement and agreement among those best
placed to tackle the problem could hamper efforts to prevent
wolf-dog hybridization.

The findings suggest most scientists agree on the nature of
the problem, but are divided on how to deal with it.

“We need to address this issue before wolf-dog hybrids backeross
with wolves to the extent that wolf populations will be lost to hybrid
swarms, and the conservation of wild populations will become
unfeasible,” said lead author Valerio Donfrancesco, from the
Centre for Ecology and Conservation at the University of Exeter.

“In this paper, we argue that scientific agreement is crucial to
encourage decision-makers to act, and to raise awareness about
this conservation issue in society at large,” he said.

Further complications include the lack of research existing
on wolf-dog hybrids. “The fact that we know so little about the
ecology, behavior and social acceptance of the wolf-dog hybrids
adds a layer of concern to the issue,” Mr Donfrancesco said.

Hybridization can “deeply affect the genetic make-up, long-
term survival and evolution of the species,” the paper says.

The hybrids created between wolves and dogs are usually fertile,
which threatens wolf populations in two ways. Firstly because
dogs are so numerous the rate of genetic change could be fast,
and secondly, the domestication process “has been associated
with intensive selection for traits that may be disadvantageous
in the wild”, the researchers said.

The study allowed scientists to share their views anonymously,
and revealed agreement that people should be educated about
the impact of free-roaming dogs, and that governments should
remove wolf-dog hybrids from small and recovering wild wolf
populations. But scientists remained divided on issues such as
how to remove hybrids and free-roaming dogs, and whether they
should be kept captive, sterilized and released or killed.

Mr Donfrancesco said: “The disagreements emerged from
diverging ethical values between scientists of different backgrounds,
such as ecologists and geneticists, from the lack of data on the
effectiveness of different interventions, and from the worry of
some scientists that on practical grounds allowing the removal
of hybrids would open a legal loophole for the killing of wolves.”

Co-author Paolo Ciucci, of the Sapienza University of Rome, said:
“The management of hybrids and wolf-dog hybridization should
not be a taboo topic, especially within the scientific community.

“There are margins to develop further consensus among
scientists if further research addresses topical issues such as
the effectiveness and the feasibility of control measures and their
social acceptability.

Co-author Dr Nibedita Mukherjee, from the University of Exeter,
added: “We hope that by highlighting areas of disagreement and
why they occur, we will be able to build a more unified scientific
opinion, and aid an effective management of this urgent issue.”

An estimated 17,000 wolves live in Europe, in populations of
varying sizes in countries as distant from one another as Spain,
Greece, Poland, Finland, France and Slovenia.

The paper is published in the journal Frontiers in Ecology
and Evolution.

(Source: The Independent)

Earth’s oldest meteorite collection just found in the
driest place on the planet

Meteorites crash into Earth pretty much
constantly, and you can find their ancient
remains everywhere from King Tut’s tomb to
some guy’s farm in Edmore, Michigan. But
to best understand where these space rocks
came from and how long they’ve been living
as earthly expats, it helps to visit the densest
collection of meteorites on the planet —and
that’s in Chile’s Atacama Desert.

What’s so special about Atacama? For
starters, it’s old — more than 15 million
years old — and that means the meteors that
have crash-landed on its 50,000-square-
mile (130,000 square kilometer) surface
have the possibility of being really old, too.
This poses a geological advantage over other
deserts, including Antarctica, which boast
vast supplies of meteorites, but are generally
too young to house any space rocks older
than about half a million years, according to

Alexis Drouard, a researcher at Aix-Marseille
Université in France and lead author of a
new study in the journal Geology.

Drouard and his colleagues recently went
on a meteorite-hunting trip to the Atacama
Desert in hopes of finding an array of rocks
that spanned millions of years. “Our purpose
in this work was to see how the meteorite
flux to Earth changed over large timescales,”
Drouard said in a statement. In other words,
could the space rocks of Atacama reveal when
Earth was bombarded by meteorites more or
less frequently?

For the new study (published May 22), the
researchers collected nearly 400 meteorites and
closely studied 54 of them, analyzing both the
ages and chemical compositions of the alien
stones. Consistent with the desert’s advanced
age, about 30% of the meteorites were more
than 1 million years old, while two of them had

been gathering dust for more than 2 million
years. According to Drouard, this represents the
oldest meteorite collection on Earth’s surface.
And as for the meteorite flux? The team
extrapolated the results of their small sample
to determine that impact activity has remained
relatively constant over the past 2 million years,
amounting to about 222 meteor impacts in every
square kilometer of desert every 1 million years.
Surprisingly, the composition of the
meteorites changed more drastically.
According to the researchers, the meteorites
that bombarded Atacama between 1 million
and half a million years ago were significantly
more iron-rich than the rocks that fell before
or after. It’s possible they all came from a
single swarm of stones that got knocked
loose from the asteroid belt between Mars

and Jupiter, the team wrote.
(Source: Live Science)

Murray Gell-Mann, Nobel Prize-winning physicist who named

Murray Gell-Mann, the Nobel-winning physicist who brought order
to the universe by helping discover and classify subatomic particles,

quarks, dies at 89

dominated theoretical particle physics during his heyday in the 1950s
and 1960s,” said John Preskill, Richard P Feynman professor of
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has died. He was 89.

Gell-Mann died on Friday at his home in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
His death was confirmed by the Santa Fe Institute, where he held the
title of distinguished fellow, and the California Institute of Technology,
where he taught for decades. The cause was not disclosed.

Gell-Mann transformed physics by devising a method for sorting
subatomic particles into simple groups of eight, based on electric
charge, spin and other characteristics. He called his method the
“eightfold way” after the Buddhist Eightfold Path to enlightenment.

Gell-Mann also developed the theory that identified “quarks”,
indivisible components of Earth’s matter that make up protons, neutrons
and other particles. Experiments confirmed the existence of quarks,
and these objects now form the basis for our physical understanding
of the universe, Caltech said in a statement.

In a quirk typical of Gell-Mann’s approach to science, he chose
the name “quark” for a line from James Joyce’s Finnegans Wake:
“Three quarks for Muster Mark.”

“It would be hard to overestimate the degree to which Murray

theoretical physics at Caltech.

“He contributed so many deep ideas that drove the field forward,
many of which are just as relevant today.”

In 1969, Gell-Man was honored with the Nobel prize in physics
“for his contributions and discoveries concerning the classification
of elementary particles and their interactions”.

Born and raised in New York City, Gell-Man received his bachelor’s
degree in physics from Yale in 1948 and his PhD from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1951.

In later years, Gell-Mann became interested in the issues of
complexity at the heart of biology, ecology, sociology and computer
science. He co-founded the Santa Fe Institute to study complex systems
and authored the 1994 book The Quark and the Jaguar to present
his ideas to a general audience.

He s survived by his children, Nicholas Gell-Mann and Elizabeth
Gell-Mann, and stepson Nicholas Southwick Levis, according to the
Caltech statement.
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Iranian woodcarver honored
at Australia’s Garland

TEHRAN — Iranian woodcarver Saeed
d e sk Arzegan has been honored at Australia’s
Garland for his work named “Love Whisper”, which took
320 hours to be completed using 590 pieces of wood.

“Our May laurel goes to an Iranian artist [Saeed Arze-
gan] who reflects his culture’s mastery of wood inlay
and crafts a story about standing up for the victimized,”
Garland wrote on its website on May 2.

e, o, e
Woodcarver Saeed Arzegan in an undated photo.

According to Garland, Arzegan traveled around Iran
to find colorful woods including ebony wood, barberry,
rosewood, oak, boxwood, acacia, sumac, orange, pistachio,
Persian olive or Senjed, maple, Caucasian elm, apricot,
yew, walnut, Persian silk tree, mangroves, grey mangrove,
medlar, jujube, alder, carob tree, mesquite and Alborz oak.

The pieces of wood have been collected from the regions
of Bandar Abbas, Minab, Qeshm, Jask and Chabahar in the
south, Hyrcanian Forests of north and northwest of the
country and also from Birjand, Ferdows, Nayband, Ker-
man in the east as well as Sagez, Marivan and Avramanat
in the west.

At the age of 17, Arzegan visited awood carving (monab-
bat) exhibition of the master Abdolhamid Edalat-e Shiraz
and was so inspired that he asked to become an apprentice.
While learning the traditional skills, Arzegan was eager to
experiment with new techniques. The particular technique
of moarragh involves creating paintings from wood inlay.

Garland is a platform for thoughtful writing about beau-
tiful objects made today across the Indo-Pacific. Launched
in 2015, Garland is established by the World Crafts Council
— Australia, a national entity of the World Crafts Council
— Asia Pacific.

Filipinos warned on illegal
travel agencies

Filipino migrant workers have been warned against using
illegal travel agencies or tour operators that send undocu-
mented workers abroad.

Jaime Morente, Commissioner of the Bureau of Im-
migration, said the warning comes after two women were
stopped at Ninoy Aquino International Airport. The two
Filipinas were allegedly recruited by a travel agency to work
in Qatar, Manila Standard reported.

Morente said the Filipinas were instructed by their re-
cruiters to fly to Bangkok before heading to the Middle
East to work.

“They were told that upon arrival in Bangkok, they would
be given their working visas within 24 hours, after which
they could fly to Qatar to work as a waitress and a cashier,”
Morente said.

(Source: Asia Times)
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Abyaneh
Stunning

red

adobe village

TEHRAN — Pictur-
d e s Kk esquelysituated at the
foot of Mt Karkas (3899m), the ancient
village of Abyaneh is one of top tourism
destinations in central Iran. It features
crumbling red mud-brick houses with lat-
tice windows and fragile wooden balconies,
twisting lanes and hospitable people that
still dress in the traditional outfits.
Abyaneh is testament to both the age
and semi-isolation from other parts of the
country as the elderly residents speak Mid-
dle Persian, an earlier incarnation of Farsi
that largely disappeared some centuries ago.
Located some 40 kilometers from Na-
tanz, Isfahan province, Abyaneh is like a
living architectural and anthropological
museum. It presents an impressive model
of the man adaptation to the environment.
Given the evidence found in Abyaneh,
the village dates back to great antiquity,
butits golden age was during the Safavid
era. The word ‘Abyaneh’ has been derived
from the word ‘viona’ meaning ‘Willow
Grove’ (in the local dialect ‘vey’ means
willow), Mehr reported on Saturday.
The village extends along a river. Al-
though the village itself is situated on high
grounds, in the past three castles were

built to protect the people from enemy
attacks. Furthermore, the configuration
of Abyaneh protects it from strong wind
and flood.

Abyaneh has a compact texture with
narrow and steep alleys. Located on the
slopes of the mountain, the houses are
arranged in a stair-step shape, so that the
roofs of some houses are the yards of others.
Timbers, straw and clay have been used for
building the roofs. The walls, built from
red mud bricks are impressive. The mud
bricks harden when they are exposed to
rain. The houses have been built facing
the east to get the maximum sunshine.

An impressive aspect of Abyaneh’s ar-
chitecture is that the houses are uniform
in appearance. The doors, most of which
have two knockers, are wooden and built
in traditional styles. There are beautiful
patterns, poems and the names of the own-
ers and mason carved on some doors. The
poems demonstrate a good picture of the
old Iranian culture. Many facades date
back to the Safavid era. Beside the doors
of many houses, there are small platforms
providing places for passers-by or local
residents to rest for a while.

The simplicity of Abyaneh houses pre-

P ' == 3

in Isfahan province, central Iran.

sents a picture of the life in rural Iran.
Each room is used for various purposes.
For example, a single room may be used
as adining-room, a sitting-room, a bed-
room and a guest-room. To make efficient
use of fuel, the rooms used in winter are

A native of Abyaneh walks in the historical mountainous village, which is located

architecturally different from those used
in summer. To provide equal lighting for
all parts of the rooms, there are several
small opening in the roofs. The size of the
rooms, windows and doors all indicate
the simplicity of life in this old village.

d e S

northwest of the country.

“In the same vein, all parts of Karaftu Caves were visited
by the delegation. Besides, the history and capabilities of
the region for [encouraging] investment were described,”
alocal official Saber Vafaei said.

The project goes through three phases of primary studies,

Karaftu Caves visited by JICA experts

TEHRAN — On Sunday, a delegation
k' of experts from Japan International Co-
operation Agency paid a visit to Karaftu Caves, which is a
mixture of natural and human-made caverns, CHTN reported.

The visitwas in line with acomprehensive tourism pro-
jectthat JICA follows to develop over avast area of lands in

field visits and the development of a comprehensive tourism
plan for six provinces including West and East Azarbaijan,
Ardebil, Kordestan, Zanjan and Qazvin.

Set in the side of a large cliff, 42km from Takab, the
Caves ensemble was used for habitation from early Sassa-
nid times (224—651). The caves were formed naturally, but

were modified by inhabitants over the centuries. In ancient

times, these caves were important from an economic point
of view, as they were situated on the Silk Roads. Today,
the caves are also significant for a Greek inscription found
in them, as this is one of the few examples of such a script
preserved insitu in lran.

UNESCO warning jolts north Macedonia tourism hotspot

After UNESCO threatened to put the lakeside
town of Ohrid and the surrounding areaon
its list of endangered sites, mainly citing its
persistent problem with illegal construction,
the local authorities promised swift action.

The town started removing palm trees
from the Ohrid coastline on Thursday, the
same day the report was made public. UN-
ESCO recommended removing them due to
the fact that they are not indigenous and are

harming the authenticity of the area.

“Their removal did not require some
extensive preparations so we started from
this,” Ohrid’s newly-elected mayor Konstantin
Goergievski told media on Thursday.

Inits latest draft report, due to be debated
at its conference in July in Baku, UNESCO
proposes putting the Ohrid region at the list
of endangered heritage sites.

The report notes that although some large

construction projects that threatened to ruin
its authenticity were recently halted, the prob-
lem with many smaller illegal builds persists.

The mayor said that within 30 days, the
local authorities will compile aregister of illegal
builds, and as soon as the national parliament
passes a long-overdue law designed to curb
this problem in and around Ohrid, they will
introduce amoratorium on such constructions.

Lake Ohrid, the deepest and oldest lake

in the Balkan semi-peninsula, is one of only
28 ssites across the world that UNESCO has
named aworld heritage site in both the culture
and nature categories.

Along with its natural beauty — it is home
to many endemic species such as Ohrid trout
—what makes the area special is its rich cul-
tural heritage. Ohrid’s old town is full of old
churches, picturesque houses and centuries-old
monuments. (Source: Balkan Insight)

The world’s first guitar-shaped .

hotel will have swim-up suites o
and a 7,000-seat concert venue PR

Sure, your hotel might be nice, but does it rock?

KSC

\

The Hard Rock chain of hotels and casinos are pretty much Khouzestan Steel Company
dedicated to making guests feel like rock stars, and the latest
addition to the Hard Rock brand is taking the rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle
to awhole new level. .

The brand is opening the
world’s first guitar-shaped
hotel in Hollywood, Florida.
The new, $1.5-billion hotel is
part of a$2.2-billion expansion
of the current Seminole Hard
Rock Hotel location in Tampa
and Hollywood, Florida.

The 400-foot hotel is built
like the body of a guitar, making
it the most over-the-top Hard
Rock Hotel in history, aswell
as anew addition to the ever-
growing list of peculiar hotels
around the world. Staying -
there seems a little like if you
shrunk down The Beatles, or the Rolling Stones, or hey, even
Aerosmith, and they all went to live inside a Fender. And that
might not be a bad thing.

The oddly shaped space will include palatial rooms starting
at 515 square feet, according to CNN. Some rooms will even be
swim-up suites and villas partially submerged in water, which
include butler service and a private pool.

In addition, guests will be able to enjoy a 10-acre lagoon-
style pool, a lazy river, a 12,000-square-foot rooftop bar, lots
of shopping, a 41,000-square-foot spa, a comedy theater, 14
restaurants to choose from, and, of course, 3,000 slot machines
and 228 game tables, the Miami Herald reported.

But the real crowning glory of the new hotel is the rebuilt,
7,000-seat concert venue, Hard Rock Live, according to the
Miami Herald. The venue will host more than 100 shows per
year, including concerts, boxing matches, theater shows, and
more. The hotel’s grand opening is set to have a concert with
Maroon 5 as the headliner.

While not everyone is excited about the uniquely shaped
hotel in South Florida— the Miami Herald panned its design
back in 2018 — Allen told CNN that Hard Rock “represents
more than food, beverage and a place to stay.” Think of it
as a destination: full of kitsch, novelty, and frankly, lots of
amazing perks.

The new Hard Rock Hollywood is scheduled to open on Oct.
24, though room reservations can be made as soon as July 24.

(Source: CNN)

Situated on the border between Poland and Belarus, Bia-
lowieza Forest is one of the last and largest remaining parts
of the immense primeval forest that once stretched across
the European Plain. Thanks to several ages of protection the
Forest had survived in its natural state to this day.

The Bialowieza National Park was inscribed on the World
Heritage List in 1979 and extended to include Belovezh-
skaya Pushcha, Belarus, in 1992. A large extension of the
property in 2014 results in a property of 141,885 ha with
a buffer zone of 166,708 ha.
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A consequence is the richness in dead wood, standing and
on the ground, and consequently a high diversity of fungi and
saproxylic invertebrates. The property protects a diverse and
rich wildlife of which 59 mammal species, over 250 bird, 13
amphibian, 7 reptile and over 12,000 invertebrate species.

The iconic symbol of the property is the European Bison:
approximately 900 individuals in the whole property which
make almost 25% of the total world’s population and over
30% of free-living animals.
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Iran to establish 5G telecom network
despite sanctions: minister

TEHRAN — “Despite
d e s sanctions, we plan to es-
tablish the 5th Generation (5G) of telecom
network,” the information and communication
technology (ICT) minister wrote on his twitter
account, Mehr reported on Sunday.

“We have held good meetings on launching
of 5G network. Itwould be a great step forward
for the country,” he said.

“Although U.S. sanctions reduce our speed,
we will establish 5G as we completed 80 per-
cent of the National Information Network and
provided 20 villages with internet coverage
per day,” he explained.

According to research by GSMA, which
represents mobile operators worldwide, 5G
is forecast to account for as many as 1.2 billion
connections by 2025, likely to cover one-third
of the world’s population.

The first phase of e-government servic-

es project in Iran officially came on stream
under the title of ‘Mobile Government’ in

mid-May 2018.
The projectaims to facilitate some govern-

ment services, reduce unnecessary expenses
and ease trafficjam, which is the main cause
of air pollution in big cities.

It is based on the National Information
Network, an ongoing project to develop a
secure and stable infrastructure network in
the country.

According to the UN report released in June
2018, Iran moved 20 notches up to rank 86
among 193 countries in the United Nations
E-Government Development Index (EGDI
2018) in comparison with EGDI 2017.

Iran’s EGDI value was 0.6083 this year.
Regarding the sub-items, the country got 0.6319
score in the online service index (OSI), 0.4566
in the telecommunication infrastructure index
(THI),and 0.7364 in the human capital index
(HCI) this year.

Iran was amongst 17 countries that transi-
tioned from Middle- to High-EGDI level group.

Iran presents ‘From Silk Road to Innovation Network’ at China forum

TEHRAN — The Iran
d e s National  Innovation
Fund has introduced the idea of ‘From
Silk Road to Innovation Network’ which
was held on May 26 at China’s Pujiang
Innovation Forum.

“Undoubtedly, technology and inno-
vation cooperation, as an international
platform, is one of the main economic
cooperation,” said the chairman of the
board of directors of the Iran National
Innovation Fund, Ali Vahdat, during a
speech at the forum.

The forum, which is held on the theme
of ‘Beltand Road’, can facilitate economic
cooperation, he said.

He called innovation and technology
cooperation as the development key in
national level and as a good ground for
competition between organizations.

“Iran has a great capacity in the field of
innovation ecosystem, which can be used
for establishment of Silk Road,” he said.

Iran has over 4000 knowledge-based
companies in different fields of nanotech-
nology, biotechnology and sciences, he said.

Vahdat talked about Iran’s support for
hi-tech and research and development
companies during past years.

During his speech, he proposed establish-
ment of a network for technology solution
exchange between Silk Road countries through
which, the member countries can meet their
demands of technological solutions.

Ajoint fund also can develop important
technologies and reduce the technological
development risks, he said.

Through the networks, the members can
share their experiences about innovation
cooperating as well as their different finan-
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cial tools and in this way create acommon
knowledge, he said.

With innovation as the theme, by sticking
to international vision and national demands,
the forum is dedicated to establish a platform
for exchange of innovative development,
dissemination of advanced concepts, com-
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munication of academic ideas, interaction
among government, industry, universities
and institutions, publication of latest policies,
and international cooperation in science and
technology, to serve the innovation-driven
development strategy and the construction
of a innovation-oriented country.

Why and how is a ‘startupist’ required to budget his/her time

When it comes to the word ‘startup’, it seems like only a
single word; however a load of tasks must be done and a
lot of work hours must be filled. If you see your startupist
friend making a lot of money, it is not because he was lucky,
but because he has transcended beyond his own limitations
in terms of time and energy. When other people have a 9
to 5 working day (8 to 4 in some other cultural contexts)
and wait for their monthly salary, a startupist lives on the
margins, and works hard from 5-5, (whether both AM or
both PM; it makes no difference.)

The way they work always reminds me of the following
guote by Confucius:

“Men’s natures are alike; it is their habits that separate
them.”

For a startupist, being alone and helpless in the beginning
of his/her venture is something natural. So, as a startupist,
just be patient and strive to use your time and energy effi-
ciently. Forget about inviting people to help you because
most of your friends or colleagues are accustomed to their
typical jobs and the wages they make on a daily, weekly or
monthly basis. Be sure that you are alone and have no choice
other than to trust your own energy, confidence, capability,
and the limited options around you. Don’t expect any extra
hands from even your closest friends.

M A startupist’s tasks, sub-tasks, or maybe sub-
sub-tasks

Normally a fresh startupist’s daily tasks are divided into
two or three parts, depending on the digital market in which
they are going to be active, as follows:

M Sstudying and learning

His/her daily work as a mechanic, teacher or whatever.
Of course, those who have no sponsors need to stand on
their own feet to win some bread.

So, let’s take a look at tasks related to the website itself:

® Producing textual content

® Producing videos (in the next steps if needed)

® Re-planning and redesigning as the website improves

As a startupist, you may need to learn Photoshop, Pre-
mier, or Camtasia or even other software depending on the
type of activity your website does. For example, a website
which is about English learning requires different content
compared to a website which is about furniture or dairy
products. In other words, the nature of the content depends
on the nature of the website itself.

M 1tistrue that Rome was not built overnight

So far, we and other startupists have learnt that when

one wants to Iaunch a dlgltal market a great deal of time
and energy is needed. Itis a good idea to take a look at the
table below, which demonstrates the starting and flourishing
times of some startups.

M A possible good technique to save your time

Let’s start with a question. How many minutes or
hours do you waste during one year, one month, one
day, 30 minutes, or one minute? As you can figure out,
there is a correlation between the time span and the
possibility of wasting time. The bigger span, the greater
possibility there is to waste time. If you have only a glass
of 30 minutes to write (not to drink) a composition in
an exam, for example, you will drink every single drop
of that time effectively.

To do atask, choose a block of time within which you
actually cannot do anything else. For example, 30 minutes
or 45 minutes would suffice. Itis up to you. What should
you do within this time frame? You should choose one
task and focus on finishing that specific task. No tea,
coffee or chatting with a friend, not even answering a
phone call. Seems a bit tough, but it will help you do your
tasks smoothly and above all, be satisfied at the end of
the day. In fact, time is not money; it is a tool for making
money but only if used efficiently. Time can make money
and bring prosperity for you as long as you keep it alive.

M wWhat you should know before joining astartup

Tabulate your tasks and spice it with times you have
to study and learn about your new venture and the tools
you require.

M How is our time killed and saved?

Tt is always difficult to break old habits or replace them
with new ones, but it is essential. If you want to reach your
desired goals, you need to develop and also get rid of some
habits. As Brian Tracy says, “Successful people are simply
those with success habits.” | would say that killing seconds
is the worst habit that someone can grow in oneself but
saving them is a success habit. The difference will be seen
in the long term. In fact, we kill time second by second,
so it will survive only if you feed it. How? By using itin an
appropriate way.

M Murdering time

The time is murdered when two, three, or four hours is
spent on doing one task. In this case:

® Your telephone may ring several times and you have
to answer

® You may get distracted by other things

® You may get tired of doing one thing for hours

Saving time

What if you spend as short as thirty minutes on only
one task?

You won't be distracted because the specified time is too
short for distractions, but long enough to do/finish something
useful or at least complete part of it.

You won't get frustrated with doing only one task for hours.

M Unplanned tasks

There are always some tasks for which we can never
plan, but have to do them as soon as they arise. For ex-
ample, when your son/daughter gets sick, the time one of
your pipes starts leaking, or when some guests arrive out
of the blue. You must get back to work as soon as they have
been sorted out. Note that you are not living in an isolated
environment, so unplanned tasks are part of your life; not
external disturbances which will derail your life or your
fledgling business. Therefore, accept them willingly. To
manage these tasks better, use stickers and stick them on
the wall in front of you. Do them as soon as they emerge and
don’t postpone them until sometime later.

Tt is possible to save a lot of time and use it effectively,
only if astartupist learns to cut 24 hours within small frag-
ments and consume them wisely. Listing your tasks only is
not enough and does not help, unless your specify a short
(shorter than one single hour) to them. If more time needed,
again it must be planned within the time frame mentioned
above. Never kill your time, if you want your business to
survive. (Source: startupik.com)

Japan to limit foreign ownershlp of firms in 1ts IT, telecom sectors

Japan’s government said on Monday that high-tech indus-
tries will be added to a list of businesses for which foreign
ownership of Japanese firms is restricted.

The new rule, effective August 1, comes amid heightening
pressure from the United States in dealing with cyber-se-
curity risks and technological transfers involving China.

The Japanese government made no mention of specific
countries or companies that will be impacted by applying
existing foreign ownership restrictions to the IT and tele-
coms industries.

The announcement came on the same day visiting U.S.
President Donald Trump and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe are holding talks in Tokyo on trade and other issues.

The United States has warned countries against using
Chinese technology, saying Huawei Technologies could be
used by Beijing to spy on the West. China and Huawei have
strongly rejected the allegations.

“Based on increasing importance of ensuring cyber se-
curity in recent years, we decided to take necessary steps,

including addition of integrated circuit manufacturing, from
the standpoint of preventing as appropriate a situation that
will severely affect Japan’s national security,” Japanese min-

istries said in a statement.

Japan wants to prevent a leakage of technology deemed
important for national security or damage to defense output
and technological foundation, they added.

The new rule will be applied to 20 sectors in informa-
tion and communications industries, according to the joint
statement by the finance ministry, trade ministry and com-
munications ministry.

Under the foreign exchange and foreign trade control
law, Japan brings certain industries such as airplanes, nu-
clear-related sectors and arms manufacturing under foreign
capital controls.

The law requires foreign investors to report to the Japanese
government and undergo inspection in case they buy 10%
or more of stocks in listed Japanese companies or acquire
shares of unlisted firms.

If the government finds any shortcomings, it can order
foreign investors to change or cancel their investment plans.

(Source: Reuters)
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Data bank on Iranian
knowledge-based health
firms established

TEHRAN — An electronic health accelerator
d e s has established a data bank on the informa-
tion of knowledge-based firms active in the field of health, ISNA
reported on Monday.

The accelerator has held several exhibitions, tech markets,
startups, entrepreneurship events at the Mashhad University of
Medical Sciences since 2016.

The data bank supports Iranian production and services, the
director of the accelerator Danial A’lamidoust announced.

The data bank also facilitates the promotion, introduction
and marketing of Iranian products, he explained.

It provides a free of charge space for production companies,
knowledge-based firms and other companies active in incubator
center to introduce their products and services independently,
he added.

The bank is not an online shopping but acomplete reference
without time limit in which national products are introduced
and the customers can obtain their needs directly from the com-
panies, he said.

The data bank provides an opportunity for students, workshops
and entrepreneurs to introduce their products and services in
national and international markets, he said.

He explained that the data bank will be available in other
languages in the near future in order to expand markets in neigh-
boring countries.

In May 2018, the health ministry announced that Iranian
knowledge-based companies operating in the field of health have
supplied over 2,500 products to the domestic market.

According to the report, About 450 knowledge enterprises
are now active in the field of healthcare products in the country
up to that date and they offer products like medical equipment,
medicine and biological products, herbal medicine, diagnostic
testing kits and gene therapy products.

Technology, lifestyles are
changing how we define
where we live

What makes a house or an apartment a home?

For some of us, home is awalk-up apartment that we share with
aroommate or two. For others, it might be a center-hall house on
aleafy suburban street, or amodern glass box overlooking the
sea. The variations are endless. The only real universal feature
is a roof over your head; everything else that distinguishes a
home from mere shelter is different for each of us.

And evolving technology and lifestyles are changing what
we want our homes to be.

“With so many entertainment and smart technology options
at our fingertips, we find homeowners are spending more time
at home. People are focusing on how they truly use a space to
reflect how they live, versus what the room is ‘supposed to
be,” says Kerrie Kelly, an interior design expert for the online
real-estate marketplace Zillow.

For instance, she notes, dining rooms are no longer just a
place to eat. “Adults work from this space and kids do homework
here, making a single-use room more multipurpose,” Kelly says.
“We also see ‘library rooms’ in lieu of formal dining rooms, with
more attention to comfortable seating for taking in a variety
of media. And lastly, the laundry room isn’t just for washing
clothes any more. Pet-washing stations are popping up more
frequently instead of laundry tubs.”

For city dwellers, she’s noticed an increase in conversions
of loft-like work spaces into living spaces.

The retailer Ikea surveyed people across the globe for its
2018 “Life at Home” report, and found that 1 in 4 respondents
said they work more from home than ever before. Nearly 2in 3
said they’d rather live in asmall home in a great location than
inabig home in a less ideal spot.

Jeffrey Dungan, an international architect based in Mountain
Brook, Ala., reports that more clients want to use their homes
for creative pursuits.

“There’s this idea that with the increasing popularity of the
Maker movement, and people turning hobbies into successful
businesses — whether it’s a side hustle or primary income —
the home is more and more becoming a place of business,”
he says. “Home is the place where you can do what you love
unapologetically, and as more people turn what they love to do
into a business, then in a way their business becomes home.”

A survey by the home- furnishings retailer Article in 2018
asked people what it took for them to finally call a dwelling
a home. Many responders said it takes a couple of holidays,
barbecues, family visits, big sporting events and game nights
before they really feel “at home.” So feather the proverbial nest
however you like, and have fun while you do it. Then invite
somebody over.

(Source: Associated Press)
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U.S. economic terrorism
against Iran seriously hurting
EB patients

TEHRAN — Unfair U.S.-led sanctions on Iran
d e s and economic terrorism against the country
have hindered the importation of wound dressing, threatening
the lives of patients suffering from Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB).

EB isagroup of rare diseases that cause fragile, blistering
skin. The blisters may appear in response to minor injury,
even from heat, rubbing, scratching or adhesive tape. In se-
vere cases, the blisters may occur inside the body, such as the
lining of the mouth or the stomach.

There’s currently no cure for EB, but treatment can help
ease and control symptoms. With so many wounds at dif-
ferent stages of healing, the management of EB is complex.
Protecting the peri-wound skin, avoiding skin stripping,
addressing the bio-burden and exudate management are
all key factors to consider.

In patients with EB the skin is so fragile and dressing changes
so frequent that atraumatic dressings are recommended to prevent
further damage, pain or bleeding. Silicone-based dressings are
easier to apply and remove than traditional dressings. They also
protect the wound and peri-wound skin and create a favorable
environment for wound healing

Iran used to purchase wound dressing with trade name of
mepilex from Mdlnlycke, a Swedish pharmaceutical company.
The dressing plays a significant role in healing the patients’
wounds. For the past few years Iran’s Ministry of Health have
purchased the dressing and provided the patients with free of
charge dressings.

However, since last year and with the newly imposed sanctions
on Iran Mélnlycke has refused to sell its products to Iran and
now with no suitable replacement patients are facing challenges
without proper skin care services.

So far, due to brutal sanction and the embargo on the impor-
tation of the products some 300 EB patients conditions have
deteriorated and 7 are sadly dead.

The U.S. claims that tightening the sanctions has not affected
import of medicine and European governments have so far failed
to persuade the Trump administration to guarantee Iranian im-
ports of medicine after the imposition of sanctions.

However, the lives of EB patients are seriously in danger due
to the sanctions while humanitarian supplies are officially ex-
empted from sanctions.

WORDS IN THE NEWS

Combating piracy in the
south Pacific

(March 9, 2000)
Singapore hosted a conference aiming to reduce piracy after
armed attacks against international shipping increased. The
BBC>s Jonathan Head reported.
The seas around Indonesia and Singapore are some of the busiest
in the world and some of the most dangerous. Last year more
than a hundred ships were hijacked by pirates in Indonesian
waters, areflection of the growing lawlessness in the rest of
the country. Using small fast-moving boats, the pirates creep up
on large cargo ships, often at night, and can usually overpower
the crew quickly. The crew is then either set adrift or killed.
The ships are re-named and re-painted. Many have later been
discovered operating along the southern coast of China.
The offer by Japan to send its own patrol boats down to Southeast
Asia is the first sign of a coordinated international campaign
against the pirates. The conference in Singapore is likely to be
the first in a series of meetings this year, aimed at reducing
the number of attacks in these vital shipping lanes. A British
company has even proposed putting retired Gurkha officers
on board ships in East Asian waters to protect them, although
so far no-one has taken them up on their offer.
B Wwords
hijacked: if someone hijacks a vehicle, in this case a ship, they
illegally take control of it by force while it is travelling from one
place to another
pirates: sailors who attack and rob other ships
reflection: if something is a reflection of a situation, it indicates
that the situation exists
lawlessness: actions which break the law
creep: to move quietly and slowly, often with the aim of being
unnoticed
cargo ships: ships which are carrying goods
overpower: here, seize control of the crew despite any struggle
they may put up
crew: the people who work on and operate a ship
set adrift: cast out to sea in a boat without any controls
patrol boats: small boats used by the navy to monitor shipping
series: a number of events or things which will come one after
another
shipping lanes: trade routes taken by ships as they carry cargo
from one destination to another
retired: aretired person is someone who has left their job and
stopped working, usually because of age
Gurkha: amember of a regimentin the British or Indian army
made up of soldiers from Nepal

(Source: BBC)
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Biotechnology holds promise for improving

oak forest health in Iran: official
B of

TEHRAN — Biotechnol-
d e sk ogyhasthepotential tobe
apart of the solution in protecting oak forest
trees against destructive pest and disease
outbreaks, Mostafa Qanei, secretary of bio-
tech development center (BioDC) at science
and technology vice-presidency, has said.
Zagros forests begin in northwestern
West Azarbaijan province, along the Zagros
mountain range, and extend to southern Fars
province. The forests pass 11 provinces and
cover an area of some 6 million hectares which
is 40 percent of the country’s forest area.
Different species of oak are the most im-
portantand dominant trees in this vast forest
(comprising some 70 percent of all trees) and
this has led to naming itas ‘Zagros Oak For-
ests’. Zagros Oak Forests are of Iran’s ancient
heritage in western and southwestern areas.
The natural attraction of the oak forests
have ornamented provinces of Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari, Kermanshah, Ilam, Khuzestan,
Lorestan, Fars and Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ah-

- biotic, antifungal and antiviral and therefore
are able to protect plants from pathogens.

Some of the plans are already implemented
and some are still being studied, however,
implementation of all the plans can help
safeguarding the forest, he noted.

Moreover, Qanei said, research teams are
working on discovering other factors con-
tributing to the oak forests loss and finding
ways to reverse the deforestation.

Meanwhile, local communities and
non-governmental groups are also striving
to either stop or slow the loss of precious
oak forests, he concluded.

--------------- Biotechnology in protecting
forests

According to the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, bio-
technology has the potential to help mitigate
threats to forests by introducing pest-resistant
traits, but research is needed to help meet
challenges presented by this approach.

The necessary genetic changes to achieve

mad, and is facing serious challenges.
Almost half of the oak trees in the forest
areas of western Ilam and Kohgiluyeh-Boy-
er-Ahmad provinces are suffering from char-
coal disease which can ultimately destroy the
whole forest, Omid Sajjadian, a board member

Research teams are working on
discovering other factors contributing to
the oak forests loss and finding ways to
reverse the deforestation.

resistance are often not easy to identify and
are challenging to implement. Furthermore,
the effectiveness of biotechnology at miti-
gating forest threats needs to be assessed on
many fronts. In addition to evaluating how
effectively the resistance trait protects a tree

of ‘Zagros green movement’ environmental

species, the modified tree needs to be tested

group, said in April 2018.

The disease is caused by biscogniaxia med-
iteranea. The leaves of infected trees turn
brown and gradually, dark viscous exudation
appears on the trunk. And in the winter of
the next year fungal growth induces a typical
charcoal-black surface on diseased branches
and trunks which ultimately leads to the death
of the tree. Although it's a fungal disease, the
main culprit for this outbreak seems to be

drought and sand and dust storms.

Restoration of oak forests by employing
molecular techniques and biotechnology has
become a priority for the biotech development
center, IRNA news agency quoted Qanei as
saying on Sunday.

Creating a gene bank for oak trees in an
attempt for managementand conservation of
forest genetic resources, and finding methods
for pest control, are of the plans drawn up to

protect the forests, he highlighted.

He went on to say that “we are planning on
producing medicines by means of biotechnol-
ogy technigues using secondary metabolites
in oak trees.”

Secondary metabolites have shown to pos-
sess various biological effects, which provide
the scientific base for the use of herbs in the
traditional medicine in many ancient com-
munities. They have been described as anti-

for viability in the diversity of environments
in which it will live and for its effects on other
species in the environment.

Biotechnology is one of many approaches
to addressing forest health, the report cau-
tions, and it should not be pursued to the
exclusion of other practices for managing
forest health, including prevention of the
arrival of invasive species and site manage-
ment practices.

DOE, University of Environment teach students about water conservation

TEHRAN — In acollaborative attempt,
d e sk |ran’sDepartmentof Environment (DOE)
and University of Environment teach students about water
conservation, ISNA news agency reported on Monday.

DOE and University of Environment have devised a
scheme with a purpose of teaching students about the im-
portance of water conservation which is underway at some
schools, deputy environment chief for teaching and public
participation said.

The bilateral cooperation between University of Environ-
ment and teaching and public participation office of DOE has
started since last year (March 2018-March 2019), Eskandar
Omidinia said, adding that university students are tasked
with teaching environmental issues, centering around water
conservation, to elementary and high school students as
well as university students.

The scheme was piloted in Alborz province and after
analyzing the advantages and set backs of the plan it will
be implemented on a larger scale in the summer, Omidinia
explained.
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between students at schools and university students and
mobilizing the potential of the students in safeguarding the
environment, he added.

Being young, students’ attitudes towards the environment
can be easily shaped and sustainable development goals can
be improved this way, he suggested.

He also highlighted that reducing water footprintin de-

velopment is the main theme of the scheme aiming at crating
green jobs and decreasing detriment environmental impacts.

Young people constitute a large part of the world’s pop-
ulation and young people will have to live longer with the
consequences of current environmental decisions than will
their elders. Future generations will also be affected by these
decisions and the extent to which they have addressed con-
cerns such as the depletion of resources, biodiversity loss,
and long-lived radioactive wastes.

Young people can play an active role in protecting
and improving the environment. They can change their
lifestyle and how it affects the environment. According
to the Young Professionals for Agricultural Development
young people can make their homes, schools and youth
organizations more environmentally friendly by adopting
environmentally friendly practices, recycling of different
materials as well as preserving resources such as water and
electricity. Engaging youth in environmental protection
not only creates direct impact on changing youth behav-
iors and attitudes, but possibly influence their parents,
relatives and families.

The purpose of the scheme is to develop a connection

World’s rivers are contami-
nated with dangerous levels of
antibiotics, study finds

Rivers around the world are contaminated with dangerous levels
of antibiotics, according to a major new study.

Concentrations of antibiotics in some waterways exceed
safe levels by 300 times, a global team of scientists led by the
University of York found.

The Thames was contaminated with five antibiotics, includ-
inglevels of ciprofloxacin — used to treat skin and urinary tract
infections — that were three times what is considered safe.

Researchers looked at 14 commonly used antibiotics in riv-
ers flowing through 72 countries and found antibiotics were in
two-thirds of samples.

Scientists fear antibiotics in rivers cause bacteria to develop
resistance meaning they can no longer be used in medicines for
humans. The UN estimates that the rise in antibiotic resistance
could kill 10 million people by 2050.

“A lot of the resistance genes we see in human pathogens
originated from environmental bacteria,” Professor William
Gaze, amicrobial ecologist at the University of Exeter who was
not involved in the study, told The Guardian.

Drugs get into rivers via human and animal waste, as well
as leaks from wastewater treatment and drug manufacturing
sources.

In one site in Bangladesh, levels of metronidazole — which is
used to treat mouth and skin infections —?were 300 times greater
than what is considered safe. The most common antibiotic was
aurinary tract infection antibiotic called trimethoprim, which
was present in 307 of 711 sites tested.

Scientists flew out 92 testing kits to partners across the world
who took samples from local rivers. Researchers found Bang-
ladesh, Kenya, Ghana, Pakistan and Nigeria were home to the
most contaminated rivers. The team said that the safe limits
were most frequently exceeded in Asia and Africa.

However, sites in Europe, North America and South America
also had high levels of contamination showing that antibiotic
contamination was a “global problem”.

Professor Alistair Boxall, from the York Environmental Sus-
tainability Institute, said: “The results are quite eye opening
and worrying, demonstrating the widespread contamination
of river systems around the world with antibiotic compounds.

“Many scientists and policy makers now recognize the role of
the natural environment in the antimicrobial resistance problem.
Our data show that antibiotic contamination of rivers could be
an important contributor.

“Solving the problem is going to be amammoth challenge and
will need investment in infrastructure for waste and wastewater
treatment, tighter regulation and the cleaning up of already
contaminated sites.”

(Source: The Independent)
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Khouzestan Steel Company
IN THE NAME OF GOD
INVITATION TO INTERNATIONAL TENDER
No.: 398126
KHOUZESTAN STEEL COMPANY INTENDS TO PURCHASE
KIND OF REFRACTORY MASS FOR STEEL MAKING

INTRESTED BIDDERS MAY OBTAIN SET OF DOCUMENTS, CONTAINING:

1) THE RELEVANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS BY SUBMISSION OF A WRITTEN APLICATION;

2) ALL BIDS MUST BE DELIVERED TO THE BELOW ADDRESS ON OR BEFORE THE
CLOSING DATE 03.jul.2019 .THE OPENING DATE OF TECHNICAL OFFER
ENVELOPES WILL BE AT 11 AM ON THE 07.jul.2019 IN THE BUYER'S CONFERENCE
ROOM LOCATED AT THE HEAD OFFICE OF KSC AHWAZ-IRAN AND THE BIDDERS OR
THEIR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES CAN ATTEND THE MEETING OF THE
TENDER.

3) THE OFFERED PRICE SHOULD BE VALID UP TO 4 MONTH AFTER OPPENING DATE .

4) FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT TO BELOW CHANALE:

Tel No.: +98-61-32908116 ; +98-61-32136117,+98-61-32136120

EMAIL: J.ghorbani@ksc.ir ; z.mokhtari@ksc.ir

WEBSITE : WWW.KSC.IR .

ADDRESS : KHOUZESTAN STEEL COMPANY (KSC)- KM10 AHVAZ & BANDAR IMAM

KHOMEINI ROAD- AHWAZ — IRAN
P.0.BOX: 1378 - POST CODE: : 61788-13111
Public Relations of Khuzestan Steel Co
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Houthi: Drone strikes response
to Saudi spu rnlng of peace

TEHRAN — A senior Houthi official
says Yemen has resumed its retaliatory
drone attacks deep inside Saudi Arabia
in response to the kingdom’s spurning
of “peace initiatives” sponsored by the
United Nations.

Mohammed Ali al-Houthi, the chairman
of the Supreme Revolutionary Committee of
Yemen, said on Sunday the Houthi movement
had agreed to halt strikes last year “in good
faith” and was ready to take more steps.

“But unfortunately the aggressor
countries misinterpreted these efforts
(as weakness) and regarded them with
contempt and indifference,” he told Re-
uters news agency.

Houthi further dismissed Saudi allegations
that the drone strikes had been carried out
on Iran’sorders. “We are independent in our
decisionsand ... we are not subordinated to
anyone,” he said.

He pointed out that Yemeni forces had
unilaterally withdrawn from three Red Sea
ports, and criticized Saudi Arabia and its
mercenaries for their failure to do so.

The movement, which has been signifi-
cantly helping the Yemeni army against a
Saudi war for the past four years, signed a
UN-brokered truce deal with the Saudi side

A

in Stockholm on December 13.

According to the agreement, Houthi fight-
ers and Saudi mercenaries must withdraw
from three portsin Yemen, particularly Hu-

daydah, through which more than 70 percent
of Yemen'’s imports are made.

The Saudi-led military aggression, which
started in March 2015, has already claimed
tens of thousands of Yemeni lives.

According to Press TV, Over the past
week, Yemeni fighters have launched three
drone attacks on the airport in Saudi Ara-
bia’s southern Najran region. AU.S.-made
Patriot missile battery at the airport was
also targeted in the attacks.

Adrone strike was carried out deep inside
Saudi territory on two oil pumping stations
on May 14.

The Houthi movement has warned
that the attack ushered in a new phase of
large-scale retaliatory attacks against vital
targets in Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates.

Senior Houthi official Mohammad
al-Bukhaiti described Yemeni drone strikes in
line with the right of self-defense, saying
they will stop once Saudi and UAE regimes
change course and put an end to their mili-
tary aggression.

Israel assassinated Kuntar with help

of Syria terrorists

TEHRAN — A former Israeli army officer
has admitted that Israel’s military, with
the help of militants in Syria, assassinated
Samir Kuntar, acommander of Lebanese
Hezbollah resistance movement, during
air raids in 2015.

According to UK-based Arab newspaper
Asharq Al-Awsat, the ex-army officer Marco
Morno said the operation was carried out
with information from “one of the leaders
of the Syrian opposition factions.”

According to Press TV, the attack was
conducted by two warplanes that bombed
a building with four long-range missiles in
Jaramana, near Damascus, in late 2015.

Back then, Kuntar was in Syria help-
ing government forces and Hezbollah fight
back foreign-backed Takfiri terrorists in
the Arab country.

“Samir Kuntar, the longest serving Arab
prisoner in Israelijails, was killed in a ter-
rorist rocket attack targeting a building in

the southern parts of Jaramana, Damascus
countryside,” the official Syrian Arab News
Agency (SANA) reported at the time.

He had spent about 30 years in Israeli
prisons and was released in 2008 as part
of aswap deal between Tel Avivand Hez-
bollah in exchange for the bodies of two
Israeli soldiers killed during the 2006 war.

According to the so-called Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, a pro-militant
monitoring group, Kuntar had been the
target of various failed Israeli assassination
attemptsin Syria.

Morno, who was responsible for com-
municating with militants in Syria, revealed
the details of Kuntar’s assassination during
an interview with an Israeli news site on
Thursday. The information he disclosed
was allowed to be published under military
censorship. Hezbollah has been effectively
helping the Syrian government in its fight
against terrorists.

Trump presses Japan over trade gap,
expects good things’ from North Korea

PR BT
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TEHRAN —U.S. Pre5|dent Donald Trump
pressed Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe on Monday to even out a trade imbal-
ance with the United States and said he
was happy with how things were going
with North Korea but was in no rush to
reach a peace deal.

Trump told a news conference with
Abe after their summit that his goal was
to remove trade barriers to put U.S.
exports on a fair footing in Japan. He
said he hoped to have more to announce
on trade very soon and said he and
Abe had agreed to expand cooperation
in human space exploration, Ruters
reported.

“We have an unbelievably large
imbalance, as you know, trade im-
balance with Japan for many, many
years, Japan having the big advan-
tage,” Trump said.

“They are brilliant business people,

brllllant negotlators and putusinavery
tough spot. But | think we will have a deal
with Japan,” he added.

Abe, for his part, said the two leaders
had agreed to speed up trade talks but
dodged a question about timing.

Trump, who is on a four-day state visit
to Japan meant to showcase the Japan-U.S.
alliance, said on Twitter on Sunday that he
expected big moves on trade would wait
until after Japan’s upper house election
in July.

“Trade-wise, | think we'll be announcing
some things, probably in August, that will
be very good for both countries,” Trump
said on Monday at the start of the talks.
“We’'ll get the balance of trade, | think,
straightened out rapidly.”

Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Yas-
utoshi Nishimura told reporters there
was no agreement to reach a trade deal
by August.

Nationalists surge in EU Parliament, but pro-EU parties remain dommant

TEHRAN — Pro-European parties kept a firm grip on
the EU parliament on Monday as liberal and green parties
matched a surge by eurosceptic parties, who won control of
a quarter of seats in European elections for the first time.

The far-right and nationalists in Italy, Britain, France
and Poland came out on top in their national votes on Sun-
day, shaking up politics at home but failing to dramatically
alter the balance of pro-European power in EU assembly,
Reuters reported.

Facing a more hostile Russia, China’s growing economic
mightand an unpredictable U.S. President Donald Trump,
many Europeans appeared to heed a message that the EU
needed to stick together to protect workers’ rights, free
speech and democracy.

Investor sentiment was bolstered by the smaller than
expected gains by populist parties. However, the drop in
support for the main center-right and center-left blocs could
complicate policymaking and require broader cross-party
agreements and discipline, market analysts said.

Provisional results published at 08:18 GMT on Monday
showed the Socialists, Greens, liberals and conservatives
with 507 of the 751 seats in the EU Parliament, which helps
pass laws for more than 500 million Europeans.

French President Emmanuel Macron’s centrist Renais-
sance platform added to gains for liberals at the EU level
while support for the Greens surged, giving four groups the
pro-EU middle ground and holding on to two-thirds of seats.

Macron and Sanchez were to meet later on Monday,
the first in a series of meetings between EU leaders before

they gather for a summit on Tuesday evening in Brussels
to discuss the outcome of the parliament vote.

M Brexit, far-right protest

A stronger voice for the liberals and Greens could see
the next EU executive seek a tougher line on regulating
polluting industries, taxing multinational companies or
demanding trading partners help contain climate change.

They could also press EU member states, notably in the
east, not to damage civil rights.

Cries of “Europe is back” among voters waving blue and
gold EU flags outside European Parliament in Brussels
on Sunday night also showed the ebullient mood among
Europeans delighted with a sharply higher turnout across
the bloc.

Turnout in the world’s second-biggest election rose to
51% from 43% in 2014, its highest in 20 years and the first
reverse of falling participation since the first direct EU
vote in 1979.

Disenchantment with the European project, which has
struggled through economic and migration crises over the
past five years, has made the bloc seem distant to voters
and anger with the traditional parties was palpable across
the bloc.

Riding awave of anger at the British government’s failure
to take the United Kingdom out of the European Union,
Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party won a resounding victory.

The result showed Britain even more polarized over its
Brexitdivorce, nearly three years since a 2016 referendum
inwhich it voted 52% to 48% to leave.

Un seul jour, un seul tour, un s

While Britain’s departure from the bloc will require
its EU lawmakers to give up their seats, Farage’s party
and its allies won 29 seats, the same number as Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel’s center-right European People’s
Party in Germany.

In Italy, the far-right League became Italy’s largest
party, giving greater authority to its leader Matteo Sal-
vini who is pushing for swinging tax cuts in defiance of
EU budget rules.

Poland’s eurosceptic ruling Law and Justice party (PiS)
also came out ahead. In France, Marine Le Pen’s anti-im-
migration, anti-Brussels National Rally edged Macron’s
pro-European centrist movement. Far-right separatists
also saw support surge in Belgium.

Washington Post dirty deal with MBS on Khashoggi

Informed sources have reported
that the Saudis has sent its representative to
the United States since last month to make
this secret deal.

The publication of the most recent an-
ti-lIranian articles in Washington Post, the
first joint collaborative campaign of this
dependent newspaper and the Saudis after
the murder of Jamal Khashoggi.

But there are some important points that
can not easily be overtaken.

First, the Washington Post’s claim belong
t0 2018, about 15 months ago, and could not
relate to recent developments, since at that
time, it was not essentially a matter of oil.

Meanwhile, Iran has consistently stated
that, unlike the United States, Western actors
and Arab allies, have not taken undisclosed
action inthe region, and declare their actions
without any reservations.

Forexample, in the 33-day Gazawar, Iran
declared its support for resistance and the
Supreme Leader announced on the Friday
prayers that “the Bahraini island accuses Iran
of interfering. We are saying here to Bahrain,
if we intervene, we would say plainly that,
aswe announced it in the Gaza Strip. If Iran
had interfered in Bahrain, then the situation
in Bahrain was certainly being different.”

The next issue is the nature of the

Washington Post’s claim against Iran. The
fact is that the Islamic Republic of Iran
is capable of confronting any threat and
does not need any proactive action, as it
targeted them in the Deirazor in response
to the terrorist attack on the building of
the parliament.

Moreover, the concurrence of the Wash-
ington Post’s claim with the anti-lIranian
Saudis claim can be seen as a concerted
effort to counter Iran’s move, as the Saudi
regime, in a letter to the Security Council,
claimed responsibility for the recent drone
strike on its oil facilities was entrusted to
Ansarullah Yemen and Iran.

It is clear for everyone that Saudi-U.S.
alliance which has failed in confrontation
with the will of the Yemeni people with
these media war try to hide the inability of
the aggressive coalition against the nation
and the Yemeni Resistance Forces. In this
equation, the media tension of the Trump
administration should also be considered
because he created the anti-Iranian atmos-
phere in media looking for first, justification
for increasing the dispatch of new forces to
the Middle East and secondly, it seeks to
justify the sale of weapons to Arab countries
that are killing Yemenis and supporting ter-
rorismin the region.
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Tens of thousands of anti-
Netanyahu Israelis protest
in Tel Aviv

“We won't let you be Erdogan. We won’t have a Turkish
dictator. We won't allow it,” Laid said, addressing Netanyahu.

Some demonstrators wore Ottoman-style fez hats, a refer-
ence to Turkey, and waved Israeli flags and banners calling for
“keeping Israel free.”

The demonstrators say Netanyahu’s incoming coalition is
pushing for legislation to shield him from prosecution and is
looking to restrict the power of the Supreme Court. Netanyahu is
in the final stages of trying to form a new coalition government.

“We are not your subjects. We won't let you destroy the Su-
preme Court. You are not above the law,” Lapid told the crowds.

In February, Israel’s attorney general decided to indict Net-
anyahu on corruption charges, pending a final hearing.

Palestinians call on world
nations to boycott U.S.
conference in Bahrain

TEHRAN — The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) has
called on the international community to boycott a forthcoming
U.S. conference in Bahrain, which Palestinians view as a platform
to sell out their rights.

Washington announced last week it would co-host the June
25-26 meeting in Bahrain’s capital city of Manama, purportedly
to encourage investment in the occupied West Bank and the
besieged Gaza Strip.

However, Palestinian officials say the real aim is to pave the
ground for the Trump administration to unveil its much-hyped “deal
of the century” which they have already rejected as a non-starter.

“The PLO affirms its final opposition to the conference and it
hasn’tauthorized any party to negotiate on behalf of the Palestinian
people,” the PLO Executive Committee said in a statement on Sunday.

“The goal pursued by the U.S. for the workshop is to start
implementing the deal of the century and link it to economy
after it takes steps in implementing the political parts of the
deal,” the PLO added.

It said the so-called ‘deal of the century’ would “enforce the
Israeli occupation and erase the national and legal rights of the
Palestinian people.”

The PLO stressed its rejection of the controversial U.S. plan,
saying the organization “is sticking to the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people.”

U.S. President Donald Trump is reportedly about to unveil
the plan at the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan and
after the formation of a new Israeli cabinet, most likely in June.

According to Press TV, oFn Saturday, PLO Secretary General
Saeb Erekat also called on all countries to boycott the conference,
saying it “will surely fail without Palestinian participation.”

N. Korea calls America’s
Bolton ‘inordinately ignorant’
over missile test remarks

TEHRAN — North Korea has criticized U.S. National Security
Adviser John Bolton, calling him a “war fanatic” and a “human
defect” that should be banished after the hawkish US official said
Pyongyang'’s latest missile tests violated UN Security Council
(UNSC) resolutions.

Aspokesman for the North’s Foreign Ministry said Bolton’s com-
ments about Pyongyang’s tests of two long-range and several short-
range missiles were “inordinately ignorant” and “beyond stupid.”

The American security official said on May 24 that “there is
no doubt” North Korea’s missile tests earlier this month violated
UNSC resolutions.

The unnamed North Korean spokesman said the launches
did not target or threaten any neighboring country. “Banning
launches using ballistic technology is equal to telling us to give
up our right to self defense,” he added.

He further called Bolton a “war maniac” who keeps “whis-
pering war” into President Donald Trump’s ears. Bolton, the
spokesman added, is more working to “destroy” rather than
maintain “peace and security.”

“Such human defect must go away as soon as possible,” the
North Korean official added.

In his comments about North Korea’s tests, Bolton went further
than his boss, President Trump, who first said he was “unhappy”
with the tests and later downplayed their significance.

In a tweet, Trump dismissed Bolton’s concerns over North
Korea testing of “some small weapons.”

On Monday, Trump —who is on a visit to Japan — said there
was “great respect” between the United States and North Korea
and predicted “lots of good things.”

Russia voices readiness to
play role in Venezuela talks
with opposition in Oslo

TEHRAN — Russia has expressed readiness to play aroleina
new round of peace talks between the government of Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro and the U.S.-backed opposition slated
for next week in Norway'’s capital, Oslo.

The Norwegian government announced Sunday that delegates
from the Maduro government and the opposition will resume
negotiations in Oslo in an effort to find ways out of a months-long
political crisis plaguing the Latin American country. Norway will
be acting as a mediator.

An earlier round of such talks was held in Oslo this month, but
the opposition said there were no face-to-face meetings.

According to Press TV, Russia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
welcomed the continuation of the talks, saying it was ready to
assist in the negotiating process.

“Moscow welcomes the announcement about the continuation
of contacts between the Venezuelan government and opposition
being held in Oslo through Norway’s good services,” said the
statement.

The political crisis began in Venezuela in January when op-
position figure Juan Guaido — who heads Venezuela’s now de-
funct National Assembly — abruptly declared himself “interim
president” and called for early election. Caracas called it a coup
attempt masterminded by the U.S.

Russia further warned against external powers trying to foist
ultimatums on the Venezuelan leadership.
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Federer enjoying ‘outsider’
tag on Roland Garros return

Roger Federer counts
himself as an “outsid-
er” for the French Open
title this year and says
heisnot merely trying
to temper expectations
on his return to the
clay court Grand Slam
following a four-year
absence.

The 37-year-old,
whose previous appearance at Roland Garros came in 2015,
beat Italy’s Lorenzo Sonego 6-2 6-4 6-4 on Sunday in his
first match back on the red clay in Paris to ease into the
second round.

The Swiss is seeded third behind Rafa Nadal and Novak Djok-
ovicbut is only fifth-favorite for the title with most bookmakers
giving Austria’s Dominic Thiem and Greek sensation Stefanos
Tsitsipas a better chance of victory.

“It’s nice to be an outsider. That’s how I feel, anyhow,” Federer
told reporters after his win.

“This is not a show I'm putting on. This is the truth. I really
don’t know how far I can go in this event, and I am very happy
with my first round.

“It was a really good performance, I thought, from my side
for not having played here for aslong as I did.”

The 20-times Grand Slam winner, who won his only title
at Roland Garros in 20009, says he is enjoying being under the
radar a little bit.

“I feel like if I lost first round or in the finals or wherever
it is (this year), people would be like, ‘Okay, that could have
happened.’

“I like that approach for me once in a while. It relaxes you
on the bigger points maybe or it relaxes you subconsciously as
you walk through the grounds and go to practice and go to the
press room.

(Source: Reuters)

Chelsea’s Kante a doubt for
Europa League final

Chelsea midfielder N’Golo Kante is a doubt for Wednesday’s
Europa League final against Arsenal in Baku after sustaining a
knee injury in training over the weekend, according to British
media reports.

The France international missed Chelsea’s previous two games
with a hamstring injury but returned to training last week and
manager Maurizio Sarri was confident he would be fit for the
club’s season-ending showpiece in the Azerbaijan capital.

Both the Times and Guardian newspapers reported that Kante
had twisted his knee during a training session on Saturday and
was not likely to recover in time for the final.

The 28-year-old’s absence is a blow for Sarri, who is already
without the services of defender Antonio Rudiger, midfielder Ruben
Loftus-Cheek and winger Callum Hudson-Odoi due to injuries.

(Source: Goal)

Manchester City chairman
says club will ‘prevail’ in
UEFA investigation

Manchester City chairman Khaldoon Al Mubarak says the club
will “unquestionably prevail” in the investigation into alleged
breaches by the Premier League champions of Financial Fair
Play (FFP) regulations.

European soccer’s governing body UEFA has referred City to
an independent judicial chamber after an investigation opened
in March.

German publication Der Spiegel reported in March that the
club’s Abu Dhabi owners inflated sponsorship agreements to
comply with FFP requirements.

“Am I uncomfortable? No. I respect regulatory bodies doing
their job and any regulatory process that asks questions,” Al
Mubarak said in an interview published on the club website on
Sunday.

(Source: Mirror)

Mike Ashley to sell Newcastle
to Arab billionaire for $445
million - The Sun

Mike Ashley has agreed to sell Newcastle United to Abu Dhabi’s
billionaire Sheikh Khaled bin Zayed Al Nehayan for 350 million
pounds, the Sun reported late on Sunday.

The contracts between Ashley and Sheikh Khaled have been
signed and submitted to the Premier League, according to the
report.

Ashley, who bought a controlling stake in the Premier League
club in 2007, has in the past tried to sell the club.

Ashley, who owns British sportswear retailer Sports Direct
International Ple said last October that he had not received any
acceptable offers for Newcastle, a year after he officially put the
club up for sale, but told Sky News in December that talks on a
deal had made promising progress.

Any potential buyer of the club must be able to provide transfer
funds, he had said at the time.

Sheikh Khaled, the cousin of Manchester City owner and Arab
billionaire Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, previously failed
in his bid to buy Liverpool Football Club for 2 billion pounds last
year, the Daily Mail has previously reported.

Sheikh Khaled is also the founder of Bin Zayed Group, a leading
conglomerate with diverse business interests in the local and
international markets.

Newecastle United, the Premier League and the Bin Zayed Group
did not immediately respond to Reuters’ requests for comments.

(Source: Eurosport)
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Azerbaljan’s sporting glitz conceals grim reality

The Europa League final on Wednesday in
Baku is just the latest major sporting event
Azerbaijan has hosted in an attempt to smooth
over its atrocious human rights record.

Hosting events such as the 2015 Europe-
an Games and an annual Formula 1 Grand
Prix, the oil-rich Caspian nation has spent
its petrodollars to assert itself on the world’s
sporting map.

Following the Europa League final be-
tween British teams Arsenal and Chelsea,
Baku is already lined up as a venue for Euro
2020 matches.

“Each of these events strengthens Azer-
baijan’s place on the world map and creates
the conditions for boosting tourism,” Azer-
baijan’s Minister of Sport Azad Rahimov told
AFP, boasting of the “83 million viewers that
watched the Formula 1 Grand Prix held in
Bakuin 2018.”

But rights groups say hosting such glitzy
competitions helps the ex-Soviet country of
some 10 million people to conceal systematic
political repression and widespread corrup-
tion under the Aliyev dynasty that has ruled
since 1993.

“We must ensure that Azerbaijan isn’t
allowed to ‘sportswash’ its appalling hu-
man rights record as a result of the football
fanfare,” said Amnesty International’s UK
director, Kate Allen.

Human Rights Watch said in a report last
year “at least 43 human rights defenders,
journalists, political and religious activists
remained wrongfully imprisoned” in Azer-
baijan.

It said other persistent abuses included

“systemic torture, undue interference in the
work of lawyers and restrictions on media
freedoms”.

The anti-corruption NGO Transparency
International this year ranked Azerbaijan
152 out of 180 countries in its index of per-
ceptions of corruption.

B ‘Awhim of authoritarian leaders’

“The leaders of authoritarian countries
like to organize grandiose events. That’s their
whim,” said prominent Azerbaijani opposi-
tion journalist Khadija Ismayilova, who has
spent years in prison for her investigations.

“The projects also enable corruption,”
she said. “The company that organizes the
Formula 1 motor race in Baku is owned by

the son of the sports minister. This is undis-
guised corruption.”

The sports minister in question, for his
part, defended Azerbaijan’s “sports diplo-
macy” as “a legacy left to the people.”

“We can say proudly that the sports infra-
structure serves the people,” he said referring
to Baku’s National Gymnastics Arena, its
Aquatic Palace for swimming events and the
Olympic Stadium.

These were all built for the inaugural Eu-
ropean Games in 2015, a multi-discipline
event contested by athletes from European
nations.

The Azerbaijani government is estimated
to have spent a billion dollars on hosting the

Games, which attracted only limited inter-
national interest.

The Europa League final will be played at
1900 GMT on Wednesday in the 70,000-seat
Olympic stadium that will also host first-
round matches and a quarter-final at the
next European Championships in June and
July 2020.

Azerbaijan’s investment in sport is not
limited to organizing events.

The state-run oil company SOCAR has
been a major sponsor of UEFA, European
football’s governing body, since 2013 and the
country’s “Land of Fire” slogan used to feature
on Spanish side Atletico Madrid’s jerseys.

These investments however have not pre-
vented the scandals surrounding Wednesday’s
game. Chelsea and Arsenal fans have been
angered by the high costs of travel to Baku
and the overpriced seats.

UEFA only reserved 12,000 tickets for
fans in the final -- far below the demand
from supporters of the two clubs.

Adding to the controversy, Arsenal an-
nounced last week their Armenian midfielder,
Henrikh MKkhitaryan -- and his country’s cap-
tain -- would miss the game over safety fears.

Azerbaijan and Armenia are locked in
a decades-long conflict over the disputed
Nagorny Karabakh region and Baku does
not generally allow Armenians or those of
Armenian origin to visit.

Despite a 1994 ceasefire, frequent ex-
changes of fire along Karabakh’s volatile
frontline have at times risked escalating
into an all-out war.

(Source: AFP)

Lewis Hamilton dedicates Monaco

Lewis Hamilton led from start to finish at
the Monaco Grand Prix to win his fourth
race of the season after an emotional week
for the world of Formula 1.

The Mercedes driver dedicated the
victory to his hero Niki Lauda, the three-
time world champion who died aged 70
earlier this month.

“That was definitely the hardest race I've
had but nonetheless I really was fighting
with the spirit of Niki [Lauda],” said an
emotional Hamilton after the race.

After recovering from a near-fatal acci-
dent to become one of motor racing’s great-
est drivers, Lauda served as a non-executive
chairman of Mercedes-Benz Grand Prix
and was influential in bringing Hamilton
to the team.

The Brit continued: “He’s been such an
influence in our team and I know he will
be looking down and taking his hat off.

“I'was trying to stay focused and make
him proud that’s been the goal all week
and we truly miss him.”

The Formula 1 world paid tribute to
Lauda ahead of the race, wearing red caps
with the Austrian’s name.

It was yet another dramatic afternoon on
the track in the principality, where drivers
hurtle around the winding streets of Monaco.

Grand Prix victory to hero Niki Lauda

Race leader Hamilton was chased relent-
lessly by Red Bull racer Max Verstappen
and dug deep to defend his lead amid issues
with his tires.

However, it was the first time this season
that a Mercedes one-two was disturbed,
with Hamilton’s teammate Bottas falling
to third after starting the race second on
the grid.

Much of that was down to a controversial
pit stop that saw Verstappen make contact
with Bottas as they both exited the pit lanes,
causing the Finnish driver to fall behind
both the Dutchman and Sebastian Vettel.

“It was small margins yesterday and
that made today difficult. Max got me
in the pit lane and left me with no room
and then I was stuck behind, it was like a
Sunday drive,” said a frustrated Bottas,
after finishing the race behind Ferrari’s
Vettel.

The Red Bull racer was perhaps lucky
to only get away with a five-second penalty
and, despite finishing second on the track,
he was demoted to fourth in the results.

The teams now head to Canada for the
seventh race on the calendar, with Hamilton
and Bottas still way ahead in the drivers’
championship.

(Source: CNN)

Real Madrid’s mission to raise 300
million euros in transfer sales

Change is coming to the Estadio Santiago
Bernabeu and Real Madrid have been
working for months to give the squad
a facelift after a disappointing 2018/19
campaign.

The primary focus will be on new arrivals
and Eder Militao and Rodrygo have already
been confirmed, while others like Eden
Hazard, Luka Jovic and Ferland Mendy
are still works in progress.

But there will be departures as well,
and those upstairs have a lot of work to do
as moving a player on from Real Madrid
isn’t a straightforward task.

Everyone wants to stay, but Zinedine
Zidane has other plans and the club will
need to push some out the door to balance
the books.

Ninety-five million euros have already
been spent on the two confirmed signings,
and Hazard will cost between 100m and
110m euros.

Jovic could be 7o0m euros and Mendy
might set the club back 40m euros, not to
mention the additional sums that could
go elsewhere, namely on Paul Pogba or
another big-name midfielder.

The investment in the squad could easily
surpass 400m euros, which is a striking
figure.

But the club is also hoping for a re-
cord-breaking summer of sales in an at-
tempt to level things up, and they will need
to move on 300m euros worth of talent.

Real Madrid have to hit targets to please
UEFA and their executive committee, who
will approve the new Financial Fair Play
framework for next season ahead of the
Europa League final on Wednesday.

With the club needing to hit a specific
target, Isco, Gareth Bale and James Rod-
riguez are seen as the players whose sales
could go a long way to meeting that aim.

But the Spaniard’s situation is the
most in the balance and Zidane’s wish-
es to move him on aren’t shared by the
player, with the No.22 keen to stay put
at the Bernabeu.

The 2018/19 season saw Isco go from
being a star player to a regular on the bench,
but he wants to win his place back in the
starting XI next season.

The market isn’t endless, either, and
there are only a handful of Premier League
or Serie A sides who could pay the price of
around 60m euros to sign him.

James’ situation is similar, but Zidane
is more certain about him not being part
of his plans.

(Source: Marca)

Atalanta qualify for Champions League as Milan miss out

Atalanta won at Sassuolo on Sunday to secure their first
ever Champions League spot and Inter Milan joined them
while ensuring Empoli were relegated after a frantic second
halfin the San Siro.

AC Milan ended up fifth despite winning at SPAL. Genoa
and Fiorentina stayed in Serie A after a nerve-wracked goal-
less draw.

The evening started with Inter, Atalanta, AC Milan and
Roma battling for the two remaining Champions League spots
and Empoli knowing that if they won they would survive.

Because their ground is being redeveloped, Atalanta had
to cede home advantage and play at Sassuolo where they
quickly fell behind.

Duvan Zapata levelled before half-time. After Sassuolo lost
their scorer Domenico Berardi, who received a red card for
his part in the mass brawl that ended the first half, Atalanta
comfortably sealed third as goals by Alejandro Gomez and
Mario Pasalic completed a 3-1 win.

“It’s been an extraordinary season,” Atalanta president
Antonio Percassi told Sky Sport.

“My first hug was for (coach Gian Piero) Gasperini, fora
lifetime. It’s already a given that he’ll still be here next season.”

Milan took a two-goal lead at SPAL, with goals by Hakan
Calhanoglu and Franck Kessie, but Francesco Vicari and
Mohamed Fares replied.

Meanwhile at the San Siro, after a goal-less first half,
Inter brought on Keita Balde. The striker broke the deadlock
with a solo goal six minutes later, earning a yellow card for
ripping off his shirt in celebration.

The home team had a chance to increase their lead when

Mauro Icardi tumbled over Empoli goalkeeper Bartlomiej
Dragowski. After a delay for video review, Icardi missed
the penalty.

A few minutes later in Ferrara, Kessie rolled in a penalty
to put AC Milan back in the lead against SPAL. They held
on towin 3-2.

Back at the San Siro, Salih Ucan’s low cross from the right
reached Hamed Traore unmarked in front of goal and he
levelled to lift Empoli out of the relegation places and push
Inter out of the top four.

Five minutes later, Radja Nainggolan changed that when
he pounced on a rebound to put Inter ahead.

In a frantic finish, Empoli came close several times with
Inter centre-back Stefan de Vrij deflecting one shot onto
his own bar.

In added time, with Dragowski in the Empoli attack,

Inter rolled the ball into the empty net, but Balde had pulled
Dragowski back in the build-up. The goal was disallowed
and Balde earned a second yellow card.

Yet the 2-1win was enough to save Inter and doom Empoli.

B De Rossisays goodbye

The wins of the three teams above them meant Roma
finished sixth despite beating visiting Parma 2-1. They also
bid farewell to captain and local hero Daniele De Rossi who
came off to rapturous applause with nine minutes to play.

Earlier on Sunday, Massimiliano Allegri ended his Ju-
ventus career in disappointing fashion as the champions
were undone by two late strikes at Sampdoria to finish the
Serie A season with a five-match winless streak.

Despite a poor final few weeks they still finished 11 points
ahead of second-placed Napoli, who ended their under-
whelming campaign beaten 3-2 at Bologna on Saturday.

“I'feel good because I ended five incredible years by win-
ning the title ... tomorrow a new era begins,” Allegri told
broadcaster DAZN after the 2-0 defeat.

He leaves having also won four Italian Cups and re-es-
tablished the Old Lady as a force in Europe, reaching two
Champions League finals and signing Cristiano Ronaldo
last summer.

“T'll come back to work when I have the opportunity ...
I need to find a team with which I can enjoy myself and do
agood job,” he added.

Sampdoria’s 36-year-old striker Fabio Quagliarella failed
to add to his 26 goals but still finished as the Serie A top
scorer, three ahead of Zapata.

(Source: Football Italia)
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Iran ready for VNL
challenge: Igor Kolakovic

TEHRAN — Iran volleyball coach Igor
d e sk Kolakovic says they are well-prepared
for the 2019 FIVB Volleyball Nations League Week 1.

The 2019 FIVB Volleyball Men’s Nations League will
be the second edition of the FIVB Volleyball Men’s Na-
tions League, an annual international men’s volleyball
tournament contested by 16 national teams.

Iran and Italy will open the second edition on May 31
in the Chinese city of Jiangmen, Guangdong province.

The Jiangmen pool also features hosts Chinaand Ger-
many. Team Melli are scheduled to face Chinaand Germany
onJune land 2, respectively.

“The first week is the toughest week and we know that
a difficult task is ahead of us. We will travel to China to
win our matches despite knowing that volleyball is not
predictable,” Kolakovic said.

“Iran have a strong combination of experienced and
young talented players. | hope we keep our good condition
until the end of the tournament. We know that Iranian
people have high expectations but all 16 teams are there
to qualify for the final round,” the Montenegrin added.

“I hope we do our best in the competition because our
players are well-prepared to advance to the final round.
We wanted to arrange a couple of friendly matches be-
fore taking part in the competition but nobody accepted
it. Anyway, Iran want to win a place in the final round,”
Kolakovic concluded.

The men’s VNL features 16 teams playing in round-robin
over five weekends.

The competition will wrap up on June 30, before the top
six teams move to Chicago for the finals from July 10-14.

This will be the first edition of the World League or
the Nations League to have the Final Round hosted in
North America.

@ TEHRAN TIMES/ Maryam Kamyab

Reza Ghoochannejhad leaves

Sydney FC

LS TEHRAN — Iranian
e

sk striker Reza Ghoochan-
nejhad left A-League club Sydney FC follow-
ing the expiry of his contract with the team.

Nicknamed ‘Gucci’ joined Sydney FC
from top Cypriot club APOEL on loan for
six months on 31 January, becoming the
first Iranian international in the A-League.

He scored his first goal for the club
against Adelaide United and later scored
the winning penalty in the 2019 A-League
Grand Final.

“Thank you @sydneyfootballclub. You
have been so good to me and my family,
we'll never forget it. Thanks to the techni-
cal and the medical staff, my teammates
and all the other people involved in this
beautiful club. We’'re gonna miss you,”
Ghoochannejhad said on his Instagram.

Reports suggest that Iranian giants Perse-
polisare going to sign him as a replacement
for Ali Alipour, who has been linked with a
move to Greek and Belgian teams.

Ghoochannejhad, who scored Iran’s
only goal at the 2014 FIFA World Cup,
has had a successful career in Holland,
England and Belgium.

Bornin Iran, the 31-year old emigrated
to Holland at an early age, representing the
Dutch under 16, 17, 18 and 19 teams before
being offered the chance to represent the
country of his birth by former Real Madrid
Head Coach Carlos Queiroz.

The forward palyed 44 times for his
country scoring 17 goals and twice being
selected in Iran’s World Cup squads, before
retiring from international football after
last year’s tournament in Russia.

Wilmots to start his job as Iran

coach on Tuesday

TEHRAN — Former
d e sk Belgium and Ivory
Coast coach Marc Wilmots will start
his job as new head coach of Iran na-
tional football team on Tuesday.

The 50-year-old coach signed a con-
tract with Iran football federation last
week in Brussels, Belgium amid growing
speculations over his future.

The former Belgian striker had re-
portedly signed a $1.2 million (I million
euros) a year deal with Iran.

The contract runs until the end of
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.

Wilmots took over from Portuguese
coach Carlos Queiroz who stepped
down after eight years in charge in
January following Iran’s semi-final
exitin the Asian Cup when they went

down 3-0 to Japan.

Wilmots will start his work as Iran
coach in two friendly matches against
Syria and South Korea.

Iran, who are top AFC team in the
FIFA rankings at No. 21, will host Syria
in Tehran on June 6.

Team Melli will also face South Korea
five days later at World Cup Stadium
in Seoul.

Iran are preparing for the 2022
World Cup qualifiers that begin in the
second half of this year.

Former Spain and Real Madrid
coach Julen Lopetegui, Morocco
national team coach Herve Renard
and former Netherlands coach Dick
Advocaat were also nominated for
this position.

Karim Ansarifard to Rangers? Ibrox side
linked with Iranian international striker

Rangers have been linked with Nottingham
Forest striker Karim Ansarifard as the Light
Blues seek attacking reinforcements.

Football Insider claims the Ibrox side
face competition from clubs in Germany
and Turkey for the 29-year-old’s services.

The future of Colombian striker Alfredo
Morelos is unclear, with the 22-year-old
attracting interest from a host of clubs af-
ter another goal-laden season, while Kyle
Lafferty’s position is also unclear.

The Northern Irish striker rejoined the
Light Blues last summer after a spell at
Hearts but despite scoring a double on
his debut, struggled for game time and
fell down the pecking order with Morelos
and, latterly, on-loan Bournemouth for-
ward Jermain Defoe preferred in attack.

Lafferty played 25 times for the Ibrox
side but completed the full 90 minutes

£ 4
on just five occasions, with one coming
in the Scottish Cup against Cowdenbeath.

Steven Gerrard is believed to be a fan of
Iranian international Ansarifard, who has also
had spellsat Iran-based teams Saipa, Persepolis
and Tractor Sazi as well as Osasunain Spain
and Panionios and Olympiacos in Greece.

He has scored 19 goals in 76 interna-
tional appearances including one against
Portugal in the 1-1 draw between the two
sides at last year’s World Cup.

Ansarifard is under contract at the City
Ground until summer 2020 and while he
has played just 12 game for Forest follow-
ing a lengthy delay in obtaining a work
permitand a spell at the 2019 AFC Asian
Cup, his goal-scoring exploits for previous
clubs have made him an attractive target
for numerous clubs.

(Source: Scotman)

Lanky striker back on nat’l team for

friendly vs. lIran

- e

Striker Lee Jeong-hyeop has made it
back to the men’s national football team
for the first time in nearly two years, as
South Korea gear up for two friendly
matches next month.

Head coach Paulo Bento announced
his 25-man roster at the Korea Football
Association (KFA) House in Seoul on
Monday. South Korea will host Australia
at Busan Asian Main Stadium in Busan,
450 kilometers southeast of Seoul, at 8
p.m.onJune 7. And four days later, also at
8 p.m., South Korea will face Iran at Seoul
World Cup Stadium in the nation’s capital.

Lee, forward for Busan IPark in the
second-tier K League 2, last played for
South Korea at a friendly versus Colombia
in November 2017.

Lee is enjoying a fine season with Busan
IPark, with seven goals in nine matches.

Lee, 27, rose to unlikely stardom in early
2015 under former coach Uli Stielike, scor-
ing three goals in his first six appearances,
including two during South Korea’s march
to the final at the 2015 Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC) Asian Cup.

Iran are the top Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) team in the FIFA rankings
at No. 21, 16 spots ahead of South Korea
and 20 spots above Australia.

South Korea have played Iran 30 times,
with arecord of nine wins, eight draws and
13 losses. South Korea's last win over Iran
came in January 2011 in the quarterfinals
of the AFC Asian Cup. In ensuing meetings,
Iran enjoyed four consecutive 1-0 victories
over South Korea before they played to a
scoreless draw during the FIFA World Cup
qualifiers in August 2017.

(Source: Yonhap)
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Iran finishes 2nd at Greco
Roman wrestling in
Kazakhstan

MNA — The Iranian Greco Roman team managed to
finish runner-up with one gold, one silver and three
bronze medals at the Bolat Turlykhanov Memorial
tournament in Kazakhstan.

The Bolat Turlykhanov Memorial Greco Roman
tournament was held on 25-26 May 2019 in Kazakhstan’s
Almaty with participation of 181 wrestlers from Iran,
Kazakhstan, Armenia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Belarus,
Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, Georgia, Russia, Bulgaria, Moldova
and Mongolia in six weight categories.

At the end of the tournament, the Iranian team
garnered five medals and finished second after Russia.

Medal winners for Iran included Alireza Nejati (gold,
60kg), Ramin Taheri (silver, 87kg), Mohammad Javad
Rezaei (bronze, 67kg), Pezhman Pashtam (bronze,
77kg), and Shahab Ghoure-Jalili (bronze, 130kg).

Host country Kazakhstan claimed the third place
of the tournament.

Alipour reportedly on AEK
Athens’s radar

PLDC — Reports suggest that AEK Athens football
club is tracking Persepolis striker Ali Alipour.

Alipour, who scored 14 goals in Iran Professional
League last season, has been linked with a move to
the Greek football team, Sportdog.gr.

Last year’s champion AEK finished third in Greek
League Season behind PAOK and Olympiakos

Belgium top football teams Sint-Truidense and
Charleroi are reportedly going to sign the 25-year-
old forward.

Alipour has helped Persepoliswin IPL title for three
yearsin arow.

Azmoun hopes to continue
his good form next season

The Iranian international forward Sardar Azmoun
spoke to the press after the final game of the season.

“Everything went very well, we won a well-deserved
championship. | want to congratulate the fans, my team
mates. We did everything right to become champions,”
Azmoun said.

“l would like to congratulate Fyodor Chalov for
winning the Golden Boot. He isagood player. But for
me the team winning is more important than personal
awards. | have never thought about being top scorer.
The title was what was important,” he added.

“l have already said that everything has been very
cool. We have a great team and great fans. | hope
next season | will continue to play well and please
the fans,” Azmoun concluded.

(Source: FC-Zenit)

Ali Shafiei joins Stade
Poitevin VVolleyball Club

Iranian middle blocker Ali Shafiei hasjoined French
volleyball club Stade Poitevin.

The 28-year-old player has joined the French club
on a one-year contract for an undisclosed fee.

“He is very explosive player and has a good reading
of the game and a good crossing in the block. His
floating service is also devastating,” Stade Poitevin
coach Brice Donat said.

Ali Shafiei is a member of Igor Kolakovic’s team who
isgoing to represent Iran at the 2019 FIVB Volleyball
Nations League Week 1.

Iran and Italy will open the second edition on May 31
in the Chinese city of Jiangmen, Guangdong province.

(Source: Lanouvelle Republique)

Iran freestylers win seven
medals at Sassari City
Matteo Pellicone Memorial

IRNA — Iranian freestyle wrestlers claimed seven
medals at the 2019 Sassari City Matteo Pellicone
Memorial on Saturday.

Ahmad Bazri in 86kg, Alireza Karimi in 92kg and
Hamed Talebi Zarinkamar in 97kg claimed three gold
medals.

Abbas Foroutan in 97kg won a silver and Nader Haj
Aghaniain 57kg, Younes Emami in 70kg and Arashk
Mohebbi in 92kg won three bronze medals.

Kazakhstan won the team title with 162 points,
followed by Russia (147 points) and Iran (111 points).

The 2019 Sassari City Matteo Pellicone Memorial
was held in Sassari City, Italy from May 23 to 25.
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People’s true nature is revealed in their
critical conditions.

Imam Ali (AS)

IRIB dismisses managers
for program insulting Sunni
personalities

TEHRAN — The manager of Islamic
d e s Kk Republic of Iran Broadcasting’s Channel
5, Javad Ramezannejad, and a program manager have been
dismissed over alive broadcast of a celebration, during which
a eulogist cursed a number of the early Islam personalities
who are respected in Sunni Islam.

0 JIRIB.IR

AlogofortheIRIB LiveTV.

The dismissals were announced by IRIB deputy director
Morteza Mirbaqgeri on Sunday after he received a letter from
IRIB Managing Director Abdol Ali Aliasgari.

“Due to the disparagement in the live broadcast that hurt
Sunni brothers, sisters and ulema, the manager of the channel
and broadcast manager must be fired,” Abdol Ali Aliasgari
wrote in the letter to his assistant.

During the live program broadcast from Channel 5 last
week to celebrate the birthday of Imam Hassan (AS), the
second Shia imam, eulogist Ahad Qadami cursed three of
the Rashidun caliphs and Aisha, daughter of Caliph Abi Bakr.

The decision to fire the IRIB managers was made after the
live broadcast provoked a storm of strong criticism against
the IRIB program from a number of Sunni MPs in the Majlis.

In a statement published prior to the decision, IRIB
condemned Qadami’s remarks and apologized to Sunnis
for the comments.

Qadami also appeared ina Tehran court last week following
a summons from the public prosecutor to explain about
the issue.

Paris Literature Night reviews
Afshin Yadollahi’s “La
Clepsydre de L’amour”

TEHRAN — A French version of late Iranian
d e s songwriter Afshin Yadollahi’s collection “La
Clepsydre de L’'amour” was reviewed on Saturday during
the 7th edition of Literature Night, a book reading session
organized by the Forum of Foreign Cultural Institutes —
FICEP in Paris.
Clepcydl‘e Sixteen other books
T, translated into French were
1 amour
Traductrice:
Mithra Farzad
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also reviewed during five
40-minute readings, which
was attended by writersand
translators.
Among the books were
“Everything Is Now” by
Julia Wolf from Germany,
} “Until Stones Become
- Softer Than Water” by
Antonio Lobo Antunes from
- Portugal, “The Budapest

Sy Crossing” by Jonas Terey
Front cover of the French from Hungary, “I1 Already

version of Iranian songwriter 144 vou” by Chen Yuhon
Afshin Yadollahi’s “La Clepsydre ¢.0m T:iwgn and “ amig'
de L'amour” (“The Clepsydra py gianca Bellova from the

of Love”). Czech Republic.
Translated into French by Mithra Farzad, “La Clepsydre
de L’amour” (“The Clepsydra of Love”) was published
by Candle & Fog, the London-based lranian-British
publishing house in 2017.
The English version of the book, “Sidewalk in the Clouds”,
was translated by Caroline Croskery and was published in 2015.
The book is a collection of poems that analyzes the pains
and damages caused by the failure of a romantic relationship.
Yadollahi, who was also a psychiatrist, died in a car crash
in March 2017 at the age of 48.
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ART&CULTURE

Research centers gain online access to
rare manuscripts at Mashhad library

USRS TEHRAN —Several

e s K jranianlibrariesand
research centers have gained online access
to digital copies of the rare manuscripts
persevered at the Astan-e Qods Razavi
Organization for Libraries, Museums and
Archives Centers in Mashhad.

The Majlis Library, Museum and
Documentation Center in Tehran, Esra
International Foundation for Revealed
Knowledge in Qom, Islamic Sciences
and Culture Academy in Qom, Khan
Seminary in Yazd and the University of
Neyshabur are among the centers, the
director of the Digital Books Department
of the library, Ali Zarrabi, said in a press
release published on Sunday.

The decision has been made after
the director of the organization met
several top clerics and scholars in Qom
and Tehran, he added.

The organization keeps digital copies
of over 20,000 manuscripts, 39,000
lithographic books, a great number of
theses and about 50,000 books in other
languages.

The Astan-e Qods Razavi Organization
for Libraries, Museums and Archives
Centers, which is adjacent to the holy
shrine of Imam Reza (AS), houses over
78,000 copies of rare Islamic manuscripts.
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A rare Persian manuscript from the Astan-e Qods Razavi Organization for Libraries, Museums and Archives Centers in Mashhad.
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Iranian dubber Parviz Bahram

dies at 86

Parviz Bahram in an undated photo.

TEHRAN — Iranian
d e s dubber Parviz Bahram
who lent his voice to many leading actors
of the world cinema such as Orson Welles,
Robert Taylor and Laurence Olivier died
of blood cancer at his home on Monday
morning. He was 86, his wife Iran Shadab
confirmed.

Bahram began his career with acting
and directing plays and made his first
dubbing role at the Iran Film Studio
in 1950.

A few years later, Bahram and

his friends established the dubbing
departmentin Iran’s National TV.

Bahram was also popular for his
collaboration in dubbing “Der Alte” aired
by IRIB during the 1990s. He lent his
voice the Chief Inspector Erwin Kdster
in the German TV series.

His other outstanding work is the
narration he did for “The Silk Road”, a
documentary television series produced
by Japan Broadcasting Corporation
(NHK) from 1980 to 1985 and aired
by the IRIB over that time period.

Florian Zeller’s “Mother” to go on
stage in Tehran

A poster for Florian Zeller’s play “The Mother”, which will be directed by

ailir-laled 2 5 oy
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Ali Ahmadi at Tehran’s Iranshahr Theater Complex.

TEHRAN — Iranian
d e s director Ali Ahmadi
plans to stage French writer Florian Zeller’s
play “The Mother” at Tehran’s Iranshahr
Theater Complex during June.

Written in 2010, the play is about
Anne, who was always the happiest when
her children were young and she could
devote herself entirely to the needs of
her family.

Now, the years have gone by and her
children have grown up and have livesand
loves of their own, leaving her spending

hours alone with depression.

Anne is convinced that her husband is
having an affair and she starts thinking if
only her son breaks up with his girlfriend,
he would return home and change her life.

“The Mother” was awarded the Moliere
Award for Best Play in 2011.

Translated into Persian by Tinush
Nazmju, the play was published by Nei
Publications in 2017.

Pantea Bahram and Pejman Jamshidi
are the main members of the cast for
the play.

Mashhad library to unveil rare manuscript of Nahj-ul-Balagha

TEHRAN — One of the oldest

e s K manuscript copies of the Nahj-ul-
Balagha, an anthology of political discourses, sermons,
letters and sayings attributed to Imam Ali (AS), will be

showcased in an exhibition at the Astan-e Qods Razavi on Sunday.

Library and Museum in Mashhad.

The exhibition will open today at the museum,
which is adjacent to the holy shrine of Imam Reza
(AS), the Astan-e Qods Razavi Organization for
Libraries, Museums and Archives Centers announced

ibn Ahmad al-Nagib in 1150 CE and was donated to a
library of the holy shrine in 1655.

The Nahj-ul-Balagha (“The Peak of Eloquence™) was
compiled by Seyyed Razi (d. 1015). It has been translated

into many languages, including English, French, Russian
This copy was inscribed by Mohammad ibn Mohammad  and Spanish.

“Aladdin” taking flight with $105 million

iNn North America

LOS ANGELES (Variety.com) —
Disney’s live-action “Aladdin” is flying high
with an estimated $105 million in North
America during the four-day Memorial
Day holiday weekend.

It’s the sixth-highest Memorial Day
weekend total ever, topping the 2011 mark
of $103.4 million for “The Hangover Part 11.”
The top total came in 2007, when “Pirates
of the Caribbean: At World’s End” took in
$139 million in its first four days. “Aladdin” is
also dominating moviegoing internationally
with $121 million in 56 markets.

“Aladdin” has outperformed Disney’s
pre-opening domestic projections, which
were inthe $75 million to $85 million range,
taking in $86.1 million in its first three days.
The reboot of the original 1992 animated
movie —which generated $502 million in
worldwide box office — stars Mena Massoud
as Aladdin, Will Smith as the Genie, Naomi
Scott as Jasmine and Marwan Kenzari as
Jafar. Guy Ritchie directed “Aladdin,”
produced by Dan Linand Jonathan Eirich.

Comscore’s PostTrak general audience
survey found that 67% of patrons said they
would “definitely recommend” the film to
their friends. Notably, 39% said their affection
for the original was their primary reason
for seeing the film, a high percentage that
reflects moviegoers’ love for the “Aladdin”
brand and the characters in the film.

“Avery strong 22% said they would see
the film again in theatres — much higher than
the norm of 14%,” noted Paul Dergarabedian,
Comscore’s senior media analyst.

Cast members Naomi Scott and Will
Smith attend the premiere of “Aladdin”
at El Capitan theatre in Los Angeles,
California, U.S. May 21, 2019. (Reuters/
Mario Anzuoni)

Comscore estimated that total domestic
business for the four-day weekend was $226
million. Thatwas about $1.8 million shy of
the total for the same frame last year, when
“Solo: A Star Wars Story” launched with $103
million. The top Memorial Day weekend took
place in 2013 when “Fast and Furious 6”
launched and North American moviegoing
totaled $314 million for the four days.

“Avery solid Memorial Day weekend
was led by the bigger-than-expected
performance of Disney’s ‘Aladdin’ conjured
up huge numbers of moviegoers looking
for the perfect family-friendly treat over
the extended holiday weekend,” he said.

Sony’'s launch of horror-thriller
“Brightburn”should pull in about $9 million for
the holiday weekend to finish fifth and United
Artists-Annapurna’s teen comedy “Booksmart”
will open in sixth at around $8 million. Both
were positioned as counter-programmers to
“Aladdin” and finished slightly below forecasts.

South Korean social satire “Parasite”
wins Palme d’Or at Cannes

CANNES, France (Reuters) —
“Parasite”, awickedly humorous suspense
movie about class struggles directed by
South Korea’s Bong Joon-Ho, won the
top Palme d’Or prize at the Cannes Film
Festival on Saturday, on a big night for
newcomer filmmakers too.

Bong, who made his mark at Cannes
in 2017 with Netflix-produced “Okja”, is
the first South Korean to nab the award
at the world’s biggest cinema showcase.

The festival also shone a light on a debut
feature-length movie by Franco-Senegalese
director Mati Diop, whose haunting migrant
tale “Atlantics” clinched the runner-up
Grand Prix award.

The unanimous decision to crown
“Parasite” partly came down to its
unexpected mash-up of genres, this
year’s jury president, Alejandro Gonzalez
Inarritu, the Mexican maker of “Birdman”,
told reporters.

It was up against films by a whole cast of
industry heavyweights, including Quentin
Tarantino’s latest opus, “Once Upon A Time
In Hollywood.”

Setin modern South Korea, “Parasite”
follows a down-on-its-luck family of four
who worm their way into jobs in awealthy
household. The darkly comic tale doubles
up as a thriller, with flashes of violence.

Bong told Reuters that his film - which
pokes fun at the affluent mother gushing
about her art genius son, or ata family in
a cramped flat trying to capture the Wi-Fi
signal off their neighbors - reflected “the

Director Bong Joon-ho, Palme d'Or award
winner for his film “Parasite” (Gisaengchung),
reacts at the closing ceremony of the 72nd
Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, France,
May 25, 2019. (Reuters/Stephane Mahe)

reality of the times.”

“I really respect films that deal with
heavy political issues very seriously but
I much prefer to mix that with humor,”
Bong said.

“While they’re laughing I want them
to be hit like a hidden blade behind their
pocket when they’re not expecting it.”

The award adds to a successful run at
the French cinema showcase for Asian films
after Japanese director Hirokazu Kore-eda
got the prestigious gong last year.

With four female directors in
contention for the Palme d’Or this year out
of 21 entries - at a time when filmmakers
are pushing for more gender equality in
the industry - it was Diop who made a
splash in the end.

“Atlantics” is a ghost story that turns
the spotlight on the women who are left
behind as their partners and loved ones set
off from Dakar on a perilous sea crossing.
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