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Iran is wisest not to 
damage burgeoning 
favorable opinion

Has the current American gov-
ernment become so sanguine 
as to assume the American 

people believe dubious charges that 
Iran attacked ships near the Straits of 
Hormuz? Well, maybe it has, and the 
American people have become or remain 
that blind or ignorant to believe what 
the Trump gang tells them.

 But at least many Americans are 
pushing back against one major me-
dium of ill reputation for beating 
war drums, the New York Times. 
And this comes at a time where, if 
the U.S. were to launch a military 
attack on Iran, it seems that aside 
from the Saudis, and the UAE and 
Israelis, and maybe the Brits, it would 
be alone and therefore condemned 
widely for doing so.

Last week the NYT editorial board 
published a weak and unsupported 
piece (with many omissions) about 
Iran to which almost 500 readers wrote 
comments before the comments section 
at the newspaper was closed. There 
was not a single response support-
ive of war on Iran and even of U.S. 
efforts to continue pressuring Iran 
with sanctions.

 Granted that the readership of 
the NYT does not comprise “average” 
people but rather the far better edu-
cated, and these readers seem to have 
dropped any illusions that the U.S. is 
a force for good in the world and they 
readers harbor accurate notions of 
conspiracies, false flags and alliances 
with arguably bad actors such as Israel 
and Saudi Arabia. 

This is important because in the lead 
up to the Iraq War in 2002-03, this was 
not the overwhelming reaction, or at 
least not so evident. Cited among the 
comments were references to the Gulf 
of Tonkin false flag that sparked the war 
on Vietnam and especially the false data 
about Iraqi WMD.

 One reader from my home state, 
North Carolina, wrote for example: 
“Trump declared war on Iran and 
flaunted the rest of the world when it 
withdrew from the Iran nuclear agree-
ment under pressure from Israel and 
Saudi Arabia.”    7

Pompeo’s plot: 
U.S. stages Gulf of 
Tonkin revival in 
Gulf of Oman

“It is the assessment of the United States 
government that Iran is responsible 
for the attacks that occurred in the 

Gulf of Oman today.”   
—U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
On June 6, 2019 two tankers, one Jap-

anese and the other Norwegian, were at-
tacked by unknown assailants in the Gulf 
of Oman.  The incident occurred less than 
a month after a series of acts of sabotage 
on four tankers, two Saudi, one UAE and 
one Norwegian, anchored off the coast of 
the United Arab Emirates near the port 
of Fujairah.

The Norwegian tanker, the Front Al-
tair, was flying the flag of the Marshall 
Islands and was loaded with ethanol 
from Qatar, while the Japanese tanker, 
the Kokuka Courageous, was flying the 
flag of Panama and was carrying crude 
oil from the Saudi port of Jubail on the 
Persian Gulf.  The attacks, which occurred 
at the time of a high-level visit by Japan’s 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to Ayatollah 
Khamenei, may have been intended to 
embarrass the Islamic Republic or to 
thwart Japanese efforts towards the 
de-escalation of tension.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo was quick to lay the blame on the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, as was National 
Security Adviser and Iranophobe, John 
Bolton, who, following the first series of 
attacks, remarked, “There is no doubt 
in anybody’s mind in Washington who 
is responsible for this and I think it’s 
important that the leadership in Iran 
know that we know.” The perennial pre-
varicator on the Potomac trumpeted his 
concurrence in a television interview 
on Fox and Friends on Friday, June 14, 
insisting, “Iran did do it.”

Iran categorically denied Pompeo’s 
unsupported accusations, which were 
patently absurd given that the 44 sailors 
on the two burning tankers were rescued 
by an Iranian vessel that responded to 
their distress calls. Despite claims by the 
U.S. Navy that the stricken tankers were 
under their purview, the Iranian rescue 
ship was the first to arrive on the scene of 
the incident and pull the tankers’ crew-
members to safety.    3

By staff and agency
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov 
urged the U.S. on Tuesday to drop “provocative” 
plans to deploy more troops to the Middle East 
and to cease actions that looked like a conscious 
attempt to provoke war with Iran.

According to Reuters, he told reporters that 
Moscow had repeatedly warned Washington and its 
regional allies about the “unthinking and reckless 
pumping up of tensions in an explosive region.”

“Now what we see are unending and sustained 
U.S. attempts to crank up political, psychological, 
economic and yes military pressure on Iran in quite 

a provocative way. They (these actions) cannot 
be assessed as anything but a conscious course 

to provoke war,” Ryabkov was cited as saying.
If Washington did not want war it had to 

show it, he said.
“If that’s really how it is then the U.S. should 

step back from reinforcing its military presence,” 
said Ryabkov.

Pentagon announced on Monday that the U.S. 
will send 1,000 additional forces and more mili-
tary resources to the Middle East amid tensions 
with Iran.

President Hassan Rouhani said on Tuesday 
that Iran would not wage war against any nation 
and the Kremlin called for restraint from all sides.

Russia urges U.S. to drop Middle East troop plan and stop provoking Iran
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Today’s war is ‘battle 
of wills’

Deal of century 
is ‘illegitimate’

Pejman Montazeri 
announces retirement 
form Iran duty 15

Iran deals heavy blow to 
U.S. spy network

TEHRAN — The Intelligence Ministry 
says its forces have inflicted a “heavy blow” 
on the United States by disbanding two 
sophisticated cyber espionage networks 
affiliated with the CIA.

The director general of the Intelligence 
Ministry’s counterespionage department 
said on Tuesday that the Islamic Republic 
has dealt a severe blow to the American 
espionage network in the cyber-space, 
Tasnim reported.

The official further said more details 
of the new attack on the hostile network 
will be released in the near future.

In another operation in recent months, 
Iranian intelligence forces dealt a blow 
to a new network of U.S. spies, according 
to the official.

A detailed description of the operations 
and the evidence of activities of the CIA spies 
in foreign countries will be published after 
judicial processes, the official said.   3

Muslim Brotherhood brands 
Morsi’s death ‘murder’ 

TEHRAN — The Muslim Brotherhood 
said the death of former Egyptian Presi-
dent Mohammed Morsi was “full-fledged 
murder,” and called for a nationwide event 
to mark his passing. The group also called 
for mass demonstrations at Egyptian em-
bassies around the world in a statement 
published to its website.

Morsi was a prominent member of 

the Brotherhood who was elected pres-
ident following the ouster of long-time 
ruler Hosni Mubarak in 2011. He died 
suddenly of a heart attack during a court 
appearance on Monday.

In a statement on its website, the Broth-
erhood also called for crowds to gather 
outside Egyptian embassies around the 
world.   1 3

Iran, Russia ink 8 co-op MOUs 
TEHRAN —Iran and Russia signed eight 
memorandums of understanding (MOUs) 
in the last day of the 15th Iran-Russia Joint 
Economic Committee meeting which was 
wrapped up on Tuesday in Isfahan.

In the closing ceremony, the final doc-
ument of the two countries’ 15th Joint 
Economic Committee meeting was signed 
by the Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ar-

dakanian and his Russian counterpart 
Alexander Novak, Mehr news agency 
reported.

Other signed documents include 
the concluding statements of the third 
Iran-Russia joint provincial cooperation 
working group, the 10th joint transporta-
tion working group, the sixth joint water 
working group.   4

Swedish author Asa 
Lind to meet her Persian 
readers in Tehran 16

TEHRAN — A detailed reports published by 
the Guardian newspaper has shown how Brit-
ain is massively contributing to Saudi Arabia’s 
devastating war on Yemen as it suggests that 
London is not only supplying the bombs that 
fall on Yemenis, but it provides the personnel 
and expertise that keep the war going.

The comprehensive report by Arron Merat 
published on Tuesday showed that Britain was 
doing much of the killing in Yemen as the country 
continues to provide Saudi Arabia with everything 
it needs to turn its southern impoverished neigh-
bor into a graveyard.

“Every day Yemen is hit by British bombs 
– dropped by British planes that are flown by 
British-trained pilots and maintained and pre-
pared inside Saudi Arabia by thousands of British 
contractors,” said Merat in the report.

Tens of thousands of people have been killed 
since Saudi Arabia and a number of Arab allies 

launched their illegal war on Yemen in March 
2015 in an attempt to restore power to a resigned 
and fugitive president.

Rights campaigners have repeatedly criticized 
Britain for its role in helping the killing of civilians 
in Yemen, the poorest country in the Arab world 
which has suffered from a major humanitarian 
crisis as a result of the Saudi-led war.

According to Press TV, the report by the 
Guardian showed that it is effectively the United 
States and Britain who are leading the massive 
onslaught in Yemen as Saudi Arabia contracted 
out the vital parts of the war to the two military 
powers from the very beginning of the conflict.

“Britain does not merely supply weapons for 
this war: it provides the personnel and expertise 
required to keep the war going,” said the report, 
adding that the Royal Air Force personnel have 
been deployed to Saudi Arabia to work as engineers 
and trainers over the past four years.

It said the Britain’s biggest arms company 
BAE Systems has played an even larger role 
in the Saudi-led war on Yemen as it has been 
subcontracted by London to provide weapons, 
maintenance and engineers inside Saudi Arabia.

“The Saudi bosses absolutely depend on BAE 
Systems ...They couldn’t do it without us,” said 
John Deverell, a former British defense attaché 
to Saudi Arabia and Yemen.

A BAE employee also said recently that if it 
was not for the British support, the Saudis would 
have not been able to continue the war on Yemen 
for a single week.

“If we weren’t there, in seven to 14 days there 
wouldn’t be a jet in the sky,” said the employee 
in an interview with the Channel 4 in early April.

Reports last year also suggested that Britain 
had even sent its troops to Yemen to help Sau-
dis in their fight against fighters from the ruling 
Houthi Ansarullah movement.

Britain doing much of the killing in Yemen: report

See page 2    

Sovereignty of countries 
targeted by U.S.

Yuram Abdullah Weiler
Analyst and journalist

A R T I C L E
 Martin Love
Political analyst from
North Carolina

A R T I C L E

IRGC Qods Force 
advisor Shaban 

Nasiri’s memoir 
published

Ira nian politician Gholamhossein Elham (C) 
unveils a poster for “Consult the Divan of Hafiz”, 
the memoir of IRGC Qods Force commander 
Qassem Soleimani’s advisor Shaban Nasiri, 
during a meeting at the Art Bureau in Tehran 
on June 17, 2019.

Written by Zeinab Sodachi, the book has 
recently been published by Sureh-Mehr.

Nasiri was martyred in the war against Daesh 
in Iraq in May 2017. 
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Sovereignty of countries targeted by U.S.: Shamkhani

Today’s war is ‘battle of 
wills’, Rouhani says

TEHRAN — Ali Shamkhani, Iran’s secretary 
of Supreme National Security Council, said 

on Tuesday that the U.S. “terrorist policies” have targeted the 
countries’ “identity” and “national sovereignty”, IRNA reported.

“The U.S. has destabilized security of the international 
system through unilateralism and extra-terrestrial sanctions 
and has been using financial and banking system as a weapon,” 
Shamkhani told an international security conference in the 
Russian city of Ufa. 

Shamkhani said, “The U.S. administration has been turned 
into ministry of war by the U.S. Treasury,” adding the U.S. 
behavior can only be described as “economic terrorism”.

The top security official said that the U.S. has not only been 
pursuing the policy of toppling governments and destabilizing 
the countries, it has also been imposing secondary sanctions 
on all the countries based on its agenda of economic terror.

“It is essential that the independent countries in the world 
adopt multilateral mechanisms and stand against this savage 
monster and stop it and break up the dominance of the U.S. 
over the world’s financial system,” he suggested.

Pointing to the U.S. withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear deal, 
officially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, Sham-
khani said Iran has scaled back partially from implementing 
the deal after waiting for one year to give the remaining parties 
a chance to keep the deal.

“We are happy this wise and logical behavior of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has been supported by most of the countries,” 

the security official noted.
On May 8, Iran announced a partial withdrawal from 

some aspects of the pact, saying that the country would no 
longer adhere to some of the limits on its nuclear activi-
ties. It also threatened to step up uranium enrichment if 
an agreement is not made within 60 days to shield it from 
the sanctions’ effects.

The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) announced 
on Monday that Iran’s stockpile of enriched uranium will exceed 
300 kilograms by June 27.

Iran has said if the remaining parties to the deal, especially 
the European Union, shield Iran from the sanctions it will 
reverse its decision.

Referring to the U.S. blacklisting of Iran’s Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC), he emphasized that the IRGC is part 
of the Iranian military and has a brilliant record in the fight 
against terrorism.

He added that the U.S. Army and intelligence agencies have 
been the biggest sponsor of terrorist groups in recent decades.

U.S. President Donald Trump labeled the IRGC as terrorist 
organization on April 8.

Immediately after the announcement, the Iranian Supreme 
National Security Council named the United States Central 
Command (CENTCOM) a terrorist organization, and the U.S. 
government a sponsor of terror.

TEHRAN – In an open 
reference to the Trump 

administration’s harsh economic sanctions 
and psychological warfare, Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani said on Tuesday that 
“today’s war is battle of wills and hope”.

“They seek to make the Iranian people 
disappointed about the future of the devel-
opment of the country by relying on their 
evil plan and plots,” he said at the opening 
ceremony of Salam Terminal-Gallery of Imam 
Khomeini Airport City.

He added that the Iranian people will not 
lose their glory and seek to make enemies 
disappointed.

“At the end, it is the people who will be 
winner in this battle, because we are not 
countering people. We have no war with 
people. We are countering a number of “in-
experienced politicians” and all the Iranian 
people participate in this battle,” he said.

“Inexperienced politicians” is an indirect 
reference to U.S. President Donald Trump 
and his close allies including Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo.

 ‘There is no one that does not 
praise Iran’s stance on JCPOA’

Rouhani also said that there is no one in 
the world who does not praise Iran’s stance 
on the 2015 nuclear deal, known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action.

Trump has violated international law 
by withdrawing the United States from the 
JCPOA which is endorsed by the UN Security 

Council Resolution 2231.
“Iran has abided by its promise. Iran has 

abided by its signature, but the one whom we 
are confronting has violated international 
law,” he said.

He noted, “Today, no one doubts about 
rightfulness of our country which is a turning 
point for the Iranian people. In countering 
an international power, we have acted in a 
way, from the political and legal points of 
view, that no country can condemn us and 
this is a great victory for us.”

After a year since the U.S. quit the nuclear 

deal and reimposed sanctions including oil 
embargo, Iran announced on May 8 that 
its strategic patience is over and partially 
removed limits on its nuclear activities.

 In line with the decision, the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) an-
nounced on Monday that Iran’s stockpile 
of enriched uranium will exceed 300 kilo-
grams by June 27.

“From today the countdown has started 
and it means that by Tir 6 (June 27) the pro-
duction of enriched uranium will exceed the 
300 kilograms,” AEOI spokesman Behrouz 

Kamalvandi told reporters at the site of the 
Arak heavy nuclear reactor.

On May 8, the Supreme National Se-
curity Council (SNSC) issued a statement 
declaring if the remaining parties to the 
JCPOA make an agreement within 60 days 
to offset U.S. sanctions, Iran will reverse 
its decision. Kamalvandi insisted on this 
point on Monday.

Iran has threatened if a decision is not 
made by that date it will take the next steps.

After June 27, Kamalvandi said, Iran will 
speed up its uranium enrichment activities 
beyond 3.67 percent if the other sides don’t 
take a practical step.

“After surpassing 300 kilogram, we will 
increase the speed of producing enriched 
uranium above 3.67 percent,” Kamalvandi 
stated.

Under the JCPOA, Iran agreed to put 
caps on its nuclear work in exchange for 
termination of economic and financial 
sanctions. However, Trump unilaterally 
pulled Washington out of the nuclear deal 
in May 2018 and ordered reimposition of 
sanctions against Iran. The first round of 
sanctions went into force on August 6 and 
the second round, which targets Iran’s oil 
exports and banks, were snapped back on 
November 4.

Also, on April 22 the U.S. announced that 
Washington has decided not to extend waivers 
allowing major importers to continue buying 
oil from Iran. The waivers ended on May 2.

(Press TV) – China has denounced the U.S. for exerting 
“extreme pressure” on Iran, warning Washington against 
opening a “Pandora’s box” in the Middle East, after the Pen-
tagon announced a new troop deployment to the region amid 
tensions with Tehran.

Chinese State Councilor Wang Yi made the remarks during 
a joint press conference with Syrian Foreign Minister Walid 
al-Muallem in Beijing on Tuesday.

The United States has recently taken a quasi-warlike posture 
against Iran. The Pentagon announced on Monday that the 
U.S. will send 1,000 additional U.S. forces and more military 
resources to the Middle East.

Wang stressed that China was “of course, very concerned” 
about the situation in the region, demanding that all sides 
work to ease the tensions.

“We call on all sides to remain rational and exercise restraint, 
and not take any escalatory actions that irritate regional ten-
sions, and not open a Pandora’s box,” he said. “In particular, 
the U.S. side should alter its extreme pressure methods.”

The U.S. has rushed to blame Iran for last week’s attacks 
on two oil tankers in the Sea of Oman, without offering any 
evidence. It has also released a grainy video and some images 
as proof of what it calls an Iranian involvement in the incident.

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said the U.S. 

accusation lacks “a shred of factual or circumstantial evi-
dence” and that it was actually part of “sabotage diplomacy” 
being pursued by Trump and his hawkish allies inside the 
U.S. and abroad.

Referring to the U.S.’s record in carrying out false flag 
operations, Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said 
Washington may have carried out the “suspicious” acts to 
blame them on Tehran and pile pressure on it.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the top Chinese diplomat warned 
that any “unilateral” move in the region would exacerbate 
the problem.

“Any unilateral behavior has no basis in international law. 

Not only will it not resolve the problem, it will only create an 
even greater crisis,” he said.

Wang further described a 2015 multilateral nuclear deal 
as the only feasible way to resolve Iran’s nuclear issue and 
urged the Islamic Republic to “make prudent decisions” and 
not to abandon the accord “so easily.”

“We understand that relevant parties may have different 
concerns but first of all the comprehensive nuclear deal should 
be properly implemented,” he noted. “We hope that Iran is 
cautious with its decision-making and not lightly abandon 
this agreement.”

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) was 
signed between Iran and six world states — namely the U.S., 
Germany, France, Britain, Russia and China.

Washington, however, left the JCPOA last May, leaving 
the future of the historic deal in limbo. It also re-imposed 
tough sanctions on the Islamic Republic.

Iran has suspended some of its commitments under the 
JCPOA, in reciprocation of the U.S. exit and the Europeans’ 
inaction to compensate for Washington’s absence

Muallem, for his part, denounced the U.S. economic terror-
ism on Syria, China, Iran, Venezuela and other states, saying 
the practice violates the UN Charter, the international law 
and the principles of bilateral relations between countries.

TEHRAN — The spokes-
man for the Islamic Rev-

olution Guards Corps on Tuesday called 
the U.S. proposed the “deal of century” a 
failure and “illegitimate”.

“A deal in which the main party, the 
Palestinians, do not participate is illegit-
imate and will be ensued by Palestine’s 
new intifada,” Ramazan Sharif said during 
a meeting to study the Quds Day rallies.

General Sharif said the deal of century 
is a “shame” for leaders of certain Islamic 
countries who accommodate the Zionist 
regime of Israel.

Under the deal of the century, U.S. 
President Donald Trump has proposed 
to limit Palestine’s land to around half of 
the West Bank.

The International Quds Day, which falls 

on the last Friday of the holy month of Ram-
adan, was marked on May 31. This year’s 
demonstrations revolved around the slogan 
of “The International Quds Day, failure of 
deal of the century and stabilization of the 
Palestine cause”.

Participating in the rallies in Tehran, 
President Hassan Rouhani said that “There 
is no doubt that deal of the century will 
turn into ‘failure of the century’, and will 
not yield results.”

Ali Shamkhani, secretary of the Supreme 
National Security Council (SNSC), also said 
deal of the century is doomed to failure.

“This shameful plot will be defeated 
by the hands of the resistant Palestinian 
people,” he told a conference through a 
video link held in the Gaza Strip under the 
title of “No to Deal of Century”.

Shamkhani added, “The U.S. adminis-
tration seeks to waste the Palestinian peo-
ple’s blood over the last 70 years through 
ending the issue of the Palestinians’ return 
(to their homeland) with the help of Arab 
countries’ money.”

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei said on June 5 that 
the deal of the century is doomed to fail 
and will “never materialize.”

Also in remarks in July 2018, Ayatollah 
Khamenei said, “The Americans have named 
their devil policy on Palestine ‘the deal of 
the century’ but they should know that, by 
divine grace, this ‘deal of the century’ will 
never materialize.”

The Leader said the Palestinians will 
stand against this policy and all the Muslims 
will support them.

I hope Washington will 
be very careful not to 
underestimate the Iranian 
determination: ambassador 
Iran’s envoy to the United Kingdom has warned that his country 
and the U.S. are getting closer to a potential conflict, one he warned 
Washington would regret.

Asked by CNN where escalating tensions between the U.S. 
and Iran could lead, Tehran’s ambassador to London, Hamid 
Baeidinejad, said that, “unfortunately, we are heading towards a 
confrontation, which is very serious for everybody in the region.”

Baeidinejad stopped short of predicting the possibility of U.S. 
plans for a limited strike in the Persian Gulf, but argued that such 
plans may already be underway in a bid to spark a fight.

“I’m sure this is a scenario where some people are forcefully 
working on it, they will drag the United States into a confrontation. 
I hope that the people in Washington will be very careful not to 
underestimate the Iranian determination,” Baeidinejad told CNN. 
“If they wrongly enter into a conflict, they would be very sorry 
about that, because we are fully prepared by our government and 
our forces that we would not be submitting to the United States.”

He explained that Iran was not opposed to negotiations but that 
the U.S. should “not interfere” Iran’s economic relationships with 
other countries, a tactic he referred to as “economic terrorism.”

The U.S. and Iran, rivals since the 1979 Islamic Revolution that 
ousted a West-backed monarchy and brought a clerical leadership 
to power in Tehran, have witnessed a steady escalation in tensions 
since President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw from a 2015 
nuclear deal last year. In leaving the agreement—still supported by 
fellow signatories China, the European Union, France, Germany, 
Russia and the UK—the U.S. has targeted Iran with mounting 
sanctions designed to sever its international trade ties.

Last month, White House national security adviser John Bolton 
announced the early deployment of a carrier strike group and a 
bomber task force to the Middle East amid “troubling and escalatory 
indications and warnings” suggesting Iran may target U.S. regional 
interests. Around this same time, Iran said it would reconsider 
some of its commitments to the nuclear accord as incentives to 
stay dwindled.

Europe has struggled to 
implement measures allowing 
countries to trade with Iran 
while facing the threat of U.S. 
sanctions, so Tehran has begun 
to increase its enrichment of 
uranium. 

Instead of weighing in on 
the issue himself on Monday, 
Trump simply wrote out the 
chyron of a Fox News report 
on the subject, tweeting, “Iran 
to defy Uranium Stockpile 
Limits.”

Further fueling frictions in 
the region, two foreign-flagged 
oil tankers were recently tar-
geted by explosions in yet un-
claimed attacks that the U.S. 
has officially blamed on Iran. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif re-
acted to the attacks by saying 
“Suspicious doesn’t begin to 
describe” them, especially 
as the vessels involved were 
carrying “Japan-related” cargo at a time when Japanese Prime 
Minister Abe Shinzo was holding a historic meeting in Tehran 
with Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Others such as Germany were part of a growing chorus of 
countries casting doubt on the U.S. claims toward Iran’s alleged 
involvement in the attacks, which followed the targeting of four 
commercial tankers in the same area last month. China and Russia 
have also joined in on calling for restraint as the Pentagon released 
a grainy video purporting to show Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards 
removing a limpet mine from one of the damaged ships—an alleged 
act that the Trump administration claimed proved Iran’s culpability.

Zarif has repeatedly warned that the so-called “B-Team” in-
volving Bolton, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, UAE 
President Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan and Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman were trying to steer the U.S. and Iran 
towards war.

On Monday, Baeidinejad said he was unaware of who was 
behind the recent attacks in the Gulf of Oman but maintained 
that “there are countries in the region and beyond the region who 
have invested heavily, billions and billions of dollars to draft the 
United States into a conflict with Iran.”

Shamkhani suggests that 
it is essential that the 

world “break up” the U.S. 
dominance over the global 

financial system. 

“There are 
countries in 

the region and 
beyond the 
region who 

have invested 
heavily, billions 

and billions 
of dollars 

to draft the 
United States 
into a conflict 

with Iran,” 
says Hamid 

Baeidinejad, 
Tehran’s 

ambassador to 
Britain.

China warns U.S. to stop ‘extreme pressure’ on Iran

IRGC: Deal of century is ‘illegitimate’

Macron urges Iran to 
be ‘patient’, regrets 
announcements on enrichment
(Euronews) — French President Emmanuel Macron said on 
Monday that he regretted Iran’s announcement that it would exceed 
the limit of uranium enrichment set under the 2015 nuclear deal.

He added that Paris would still hold talks with Tehran and its 
partners to avoid any more escalation in the region.

“I regret the Iranian announcements made today, but as the 
IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency) has underlined, 
Iran is respecting its commitments and we strongly encourage 
it to be patient and responsible,” Macron told a news conference 
with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

Earlier in the day, Iran said by June 27 it would go over the 
uranium stockpile limit set under the 2015 nuclear deal, turning 
the pressure on the U.S. who walked away from the landmark 
agreement last year.

Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization spokesman Behrouz 
Kamalvandi said that the move would be reversed “once other 
parties live up to their commitments.”

Macron said there was still a window between now and July 
8 to save the Iran nuclear deal.

“All forms of escalation do not go in the right direction and 
won’t help Iran itself and the international community so we 
will do all we can with our partners to dissuade Iran and find a 
path to a possible path for dialogue,” Macron said.

Last week, the U.S. blamed Iran for the attacks on two tankers 
in the Gulf of Oman, which Tehran has denied.

Macron took a more circumspect line, saying that “only once 
all the information has been gathered and all the doubts lifted 
can the attributions (of blame) be made in a certain way.”

“I think that in the period that we are entering into, it is useful 
to show calm,” he added.

 Shamkhani calls Trump admin a ‘savage monster’ that the world must confront it
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Iranian lawmakers hail 
Leader’s firm stance 
against U.S.

TEHRAN — Iranian lawmakers on Tuesday 
lauded the Leader of the Islamic Revolution 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei for his firm stance against the United States 
in a recent meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

In an open letter to the Leader, 210 members of parliament 
described Ayatollah Khamenei’s stance as a “display of dignity, 
wisdom and expediency,” Mehr reported.

They also condemned a Thursday attack on two oil tankers 
in the Sea of Oman, saying the impacts of Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
meeting with Abe angered those who are opposed to the region’s 
peace and security, and induced them to commit such an act.

Last week, Abe came to Tehran for the first time to meet 
Ayatollah Khamenei and President Rouhani. Abe said he was 
carrying a message from U.S. President Donald Trump.

In response, Ayatollah Khamenei said, “We have no doubts 
about your goodwill and seriousness, but with regard to what 
you relayed from the U.S. president, I see no merit in Trump 
as a person to deserve the exchange of any messages, and I do 
not have any answer for him and will not give him any either.”

The Leader said Iran has “no trust” in the United States and 
will not at all “repeat the bitter experience” from the negotia-
tions that led to the conclusion of a 2015 nuclear deal, which 
Washington later ditched.

“Iran engaged in talks with the U.S. and the Europeans for 
some five or six years, and achieved a result. The Americans, 
however, breached a done deal,” said the Leader, emphasizing 
that no wise man would enter talks with a country that has re-
neged on all agreements.

Russia hails IRGC ‘huge 
contribution’ to terror fight

TEHRAN — A senior Russian official on 
Tuesday hailed the “huge contribution” of 

Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) to the battle 
against ISIL terrorists.

Sergey Naryshkin Naryshkin, director of the Russian Foreign 
Intelligence Service, said the IRGC “has made a huge contribution 
to the fight against ISIL in Syria and Iraq.”

Naryshkin also slammed the 
U.S. government for imposing 
sanctions on other countries.

The U.S. is introducing new 
sanctions spontaneously and 
impulsively without taking into 
account even the opinion of its 
closest allies, the Russian official 
remarked, Mehr reported.

“It’s no secret that over the 
past several years they [sanc-
tions] have become a favorite 
method of the U.S. policy,” 
Naryshkin said.

“What is especially alarming 
is that the restrictions are intro-
duced absolutely arbitrarily, spontaneously and impulsively.”

“Their initiators do not take into account the long-term con-
sequences and the opinion of the closest economic partners,” 
Naryshkin stressed.

As an example, he cited the U.S. decision to include IRGC on 
its list of terrorist organizations.

Back in April, the IRGC was formally blacklisted by the U.S. 
as a foreign terrorist organization.

In response to the move, Iran’s top security body, the Supreme 
National Security Council (SNSC), issued a statement declar-
ing the United States a “terrorist government”, and blacklisted 
“CENTCOM and all its affiliates a terrorist group”.

Turkish FM set to visit Iran 
on Thursday

TEHRAN — Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu will travel to Iran on June 20 at the 

invitation of his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif.

Cavusoglu is slated to participate at the first meeting of the 
joint economic commission of the two countries which will be 
held on June 21 in Isfahan, Mehr reported.

Zarif traveled to Ankara in April to confer on regional devel-
opments as well as ways to expand bilateral ties.

During his visit, he met with President Erdogan and Cavusoglu 
as well as other Turkish officials.

Tehran and Ankara are interested in developing relations 
in all fields, especially in the economic and commercial areas.

1     Furthermore, given the timing of the attacks, 
it would be beyond irrational for Iran to target a Jap-
anese-owned tanker while the country’s prime min-
ister was meeting with Iran’s Supreme Leader. Yet, 
Pompeo, turning logic on its head, claimed that the 
Iranian government had indeed “insulted Japan by 
attacking a Japanese-owned oil tanker just outside 
Iranian waters,” while simultaneously assuring Abe 
that it did not want war.

As if on cue, Pompeo came on stage with rhetorical 
escalation, declaring, “Taken as a whole, these unpro-
voked attacks present a clear threat to international 
peace and security.” Previously, the U.S. secretary of 
state went so far as to suggest that Iran carried out 
the attacks, including the May 12 sabotage near Fu-
jairah, “to raise the price of crude oil throughout the 
world.”  U.S. Central Command officials even trotted 
out a grainy video, which they claimed was taken by 
a navy surveillance plane, of an unexploded mine 
attached to the hull of the Kokuka Courageous. The 
mine, referred to as a “limpet,” was supposedly of a 
type used by Iran and was similar to the explosive 
devices used in the previous attacks.

However, Yutaka Katada, the president of Koku-
ka Sangyo, the shipping line that owns the Kokuka 
Courageous, disagreed with the U.S. official narrative 
about a limpet mine being the cause of the explosion. 
“I do not think there was a time bomb or an object 
attached to the side of the ship,” he said. “Our crew 
said that the ship was attacked by a flying object,” 
he added citing the fact that the holes caused by the 
explosion were well above the water line. Because of 
this fact, he explained, “There is zero possibility that 
they were torpedoes.”

Previously in May, the U.S. had escalated tensions 
in the Persian Gulf by dispatching the USS Abraham 
Lincoln carrier strike group and a B-52 bomber task 
force allegedly to counter heightened threats to U.S. 
forces posed by Iran. Given that Iran is literally encir-
cled by U.S. nuclear-capable forces, it seems utterly 
implausible that the Islamic Republic is the state actor 
posing the threat. Nevertheless, U.S. Marine Corps Gen. 
Joe Dunford, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
insisted that the deployment was not confrontational. 
“This is not intended to be a provocation,” he empha-
sized. “This is not intended to reinforce our offensive 
capability in the region,” even though it obviously looks 

like the U.S. is preparing for a strike on Iran.
If the plot woven by Pompeo and his accomplices 

induces a vague but familiar feeling, perhaps it is due 
to the uncanny similarity with an incident in the Gulf of 
Tonkin in 1964, which was used by U.S. officials to create 
a pretext for launching a full-scale war on Vietnam. The 
plot should have a familiar ring: a patrol boat from the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam was reported to have 
attacked the USS warship Maddox without provocation 
in international waters, thereby justifying a severe U.S. 
military response, which was announced shortly after 
the 11 o’clock nightly news by U.S. president Lyndon 
Baines Johnson (LBJ) on August 4.  

There had been a defensive response by North Viet-
namese patrol boats against ongoing CIA covert raids 
along the coast involving the Maddox on August 2, and 
intelligence reports suggested another retaliatory action 
was planned for August 4. However, the attack never 
happened. Admiral John Stockdale, who was flying an 
aircraft from the USS Ticonderoga, said that he saw 
nothing at all to indicate the North Vietnamese had 
made an assault on the Maddox. Yet despite the lack 
of clear and convincing evidence, defense secretary 
Robert McNamara called LBJ at 11:00 am to report 

that U.S. destroyers Maddox and C. Turner Joy were 
under attack, convincing the U.S. president to sign 
off on a retaliatory strike. 

“We’re going to retaliate and we’ll make an announce-
ment a little later in the evening, in the next hour or so 
and we’ll ask Congress for a resolution of war the next 
day to support us,” Johnson explained. By 9:15 pm, 
LBJ and McNamara had decided to make the public 
announcement of the non-attack by North Vietnam 
at 10 pm, so as to coincide with the commencement 
of an aerial assault by U.S. warplanes on four North 
Vietnamese ports. However, crews were unable to 
load and launch the aircraft in time, forcing LBJ to 
delay his statement, which he finally made at 11:36 
pm Eastern Time.

In his televised speech to the American people 
that night, LBJ announced, “Renewed hostile actions 
against United States ships on the high seas in the Gulf 
of Tonkin have today required me to take action and 
reply.” Still, he insisted, “Our response, for the present, 
will be limited and fitting. We still seek no wider war.” 
Two days later, the U.S. congress passed the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution by a nearly unanimous 504 to 2 vote, 
allowing the U.S. president to use military force without 
the constitutional constraint of seeking a congressional 
declaration of war. Johnson himself expressed doubts 
about the veracity of the reported incident a few days 
after the passage of the resolution, declaring that the 
alleged attack was nothing more than some sailors “just 
shooting at flying fish.”  

If Pompeo’s plot becomes a Gulf of Tonkin revival in 
the Gulf of Oman, who would benefit from the ensuing 
chaos in the Persian Gulf? Certainly the United States, 
since the shale oil and gas boom has made energy 
independence possible, thereby allowing Washington 
to indulge in aggressive behavior with few constraints.  
The same may hold for Saudi Arabia, which, along with 
the U.S., would benefit from higher oil prices. Finally, 
the Zionist regime would have uncontested regional 
hegemony and could act with even greater impunity.

By 1969 LBJ’s response to a single alleged attack 
had spiraled into an all-consuming conflict: some 4.5 
million tons of bombs had been dropped on Vietnam and 
neighboring Laos and Cambodia, killing an estimated 
2 million civilians. Pompeo should carefully consider 
these horrific historical facts before continuing his 
cavalier accusations against Iran.

1     “The U.S. espionage network in-
cludes a considerable number of profes-
sional CIA spies who have received a blow 
in the recent attack from the Intelligence 
Ministry of the Islamic Republic and its 
global allies,” the official said, adding 
that the spies involved in the case are 
regarded as “premium sources” by the 
CIA, because of their close coopera-
tion with the U.S. spy agency and the 
information they had been providing.

Highlighting the counterespionage 
activities of the Intelligence Ministry 
at the international level, the official 

said Iran uses the “capacities of other 
allies’ (intelligence) services” in the 
battle against the U.S.

The official also said Iran’s success 
to uncover Washington’s international 
cyber espionage network not only pre-
vented hostile intelligence measures 
against Tehran, it also disrupted a 
remarkable part of the global intelli-
gence activities of the United States.

The Americans take advantage of the 
cyber-space to act against Iran and also 
to contact their spies across the world 
through safe communication systems, the 

official said, adding that Iranian forces 
managed to penetrate into the U.S. cyber 
espionage systems, which operate un-

der the guise of social, health or athletic 
websites.  

“Detection of the spies was not confined 
to Iran alone, although Persian websites 
were also among those sites,” the intelli-
gence official stated, adding that a number 
of the spies were identified as Iranians 
committing treason and cooperating with 
the CIA from inside the country.

Some of those Iranian nationals were 
brought to justice, while a number of 
others were used for infiltration into 
the U.S. cyber espionage network, the 
official added.
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TEHRAN — Vice Presi-
dent Es’haq Jahangiri has 

said Iran is a “peace-seeking nation” but does 
not fear military confrontation and will de-
fend itself against enemies in case of a war.

Addressing people in the northwestern 
province of Zanjan on Tuesday, Jahangiri 
said the United States called for negotia-
tions only after it realized that the Iranian 
nation would not fear their threats, the 
Fars news agency reported.

He said Iran is going through “special 
conditions” due to pressures imposed by the 
U.S. and some regional countries, adding 
that the Islamic Republic’s policy is to resist 
against the U.S. sanctions.

Iran has proven that it is not a warmon-
gering nation, but a rational one, the vice 
president maintained. 

Jahangiri explained that good strategies 
have been developed to fight the U.S. eco-
nomic pressure, expressing hope that Iran 
would pass through this critical juncture.

The U.S. has ratcheted up pressure on 

Iran since last year after withdrawing from 
the 2015 nuclear deal, officially known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Since then, the administration of U.S. 
President Donald Trump has been trying 
to reduce Iran’s oil exports to “zero,” and 

has sent an aircraft carrier strike group, a 
bomber squad, an amphibious assault ship, 
and a Patriot missile battery to the Middle 
East to try to stack up pressure on Tehran.

Also on Monday the U.S. military said 
it will send an additional 1,000 troops to 
the Middle East.

Acting U.S. Defense Secretary Patrick 
Shanahan said the deployment was in re-
sponse to what he called “hostile behavior” 
by Iranian forces.

Iranian officials have dismissed such 
moves as psychological warfare, saying the 
country has its own ways of circumventing 
the American bans and selling crude oil.

Meanwhile, a year after the U.S. with-
drawal from the JCPOA, Iran announced 
that it would suspend the implementation 
of some of its commitments under the deal, 
which includes exporting excess uranium 
and heavy water, setting a 60-day deadline 
for the five remaining parties to the deal to 
take practical measures towards ensuring its 
interests in the face of the American sanctions.

Jahangiri: Iran is a peace-seeking 
nation but ready to defend itself

Pompeo’s plot: U.S. stages Gulf of Tonkin revival in Gulf of Oman

Iran deals heavy blow to U.S. spy network: Intelligence Ministry 

Grand ayatollah calls offer of negotiations with U.S. ‘unwise’
P O L I T I C A L
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TEHRAN — A top religious figure has 
rejected the idea of talks between Iran 

and the United States, saying holding new rounds of ne-
gotiations with the U.S., which is not committed to its 
obligations, is not a “wise” move.

During a meeting with Science Minister Mansour Gholami 
on Tuesday, Grand Ayatollah Nasser Makarem Shirazi said 
the Americans think their economic pressures would bring 
the Iranian nation to their knees “and force us to return to the 
negotiating table, which is only an illusion,” Tasnim reported.

He further said problems created by the U.S. sanctions 
can be resolved through the resistance of the Iranian 
people and officials.

The Trump administration, which abandoned the 2015 
nuclear agreement with Iran last year, has reimposed sanc-
tions that the agreement had rescinded, putting enormous 
new pressure on Iran’s economy. The administration also 
has moved to strengthen the American military presence 
in the Persian Gulf in response to what it has called in-
creased Iranian threats.

Since withdrawal from the deal, the Trump adminis-
tration has occasionally shown its willingness to hold talks 
with Tehran, but the idea was firmly rejected by Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei last week.

In a meeting with visiting Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, Ayatollah Khamenei dismissed U.S. President 
Donald Trump as a person not worthy of a response or 
a message, stressing that negotiations with Washington 
cannot help solve any problem.

Abe told the Leader he was carrying a message from 
the U.S. president.

“We have no doubts about your (Japan’s) goodwill and 
seriousness, but regarding what you quoted from the U.S. 
president, I personally do not consider Trump worthy of 
exchanging any messages with, and do not have and will not 
have any response for him,” the Leader told Abe.

Following the remarks, Trump tweeted that it was “too 
soon” to hold any negotiations between the two sides.

“While I very much appreciate P.M. Abe going to Iran to 
meet with Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, I personally feel that it 

is too soon to even think about making a deal. They are not 
ready, and neither are we,” Trump said.

Despite claims by the U.S. 
Navy that the stricken 

tankers were under their 
purview, the Iranian rescue 
ship was the first to arrive 

on the scene of the incident 
and pull the tankers’ 

crewmembers to safety.  

Given the timing of the 
attacks, it would be beyond 
irrational for Iran to target 
a Japanese-owned tanker 
while the country’s prime 
minister was meeting with 

Iran’s Supreme Leader.
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TEHRAN — Projects 
have been already started 

for increasing the country’s annual production 
of copper concentrate by 450,000 tons, IRIB 
quoted Ardeshir Sa’d-Mohammadi, the man-
aging director of  the National Iranian Copper 
Company, as saying.

Production of copper concentrate in Iran 
during the past Iranian calendar year (ended 
on March 20, 2019), was five percent more than 

the planned figure, according to the data released 
by Iranian Mines and Mining Industries Develop-
ment and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO).

IMIDRO data put the country’s copper con-
centrate output at 1.18 million tons in the past 
year, which is 1.123 million tons more than the 
planned amount.

Also as reported, National Iranian Copper 
Company earned over 100 trillion rials (about 
$2.38 billion) from the copper sales in the previ-

ous year, which was seven percent higher than 
the planned figure.

As announced by the directors of the company, 
achieving 150 trillion rials (about $3.57 billion) 
from sales has been targeted for the current year.

Meanwhile, IMIDRO has announced that 
production of copper cathode and anode in the 

country exceeded the planned amount in the 
past Iranian year.

The National Iranian Copper Company  
produced 247,300 tons of copper cathode and 
313,700 tons of copper anode in the previous 
year, showing 15 percent and 21 percent rise, 
respectively, from the projected figures.

1      An MOU was also signed for co-
operation between the Institute of Standards 
and Industrial Research of Iran and Russia’s 
Federal Agency on Technical Regulation and 
Metrology (Rosstandart).

The two sides inked yet another MOU re-
garding economic, commercial, industrial, and 
transit cooperation and also in development of 
port and freight services.

Iranian Society of Consulting Engineers and 
Russia’s National Association of Construction 
Engineering Consultants (FIDIC) also signed 
an MOU for mutual cooperation.

Another MOU was signed between a sub-
sidiary of the Iranian energy ministry called 
SATKAB and a Russian company to collaborate 
in manufacturing energy industry’s required 
equipment.

 Cooperation in oil, gas, petchem 
sectors 

The two sides also signed an MOU for energy 
cooperation at the end of the two countries’ third 
energy working group meeting which was held 
on Monday.

As reported, cooperation in areas like explo-
ration, extraction, production and investment 
in the oil, gas, petrochemical industry was em-
phasized in the MOU.

Synchronization of the two countries’ stand-
ards for oil industry equipment was another 
article covered in the MOU, which with its im-
plementation the parties could use each other’s 
technical equipment in the oil and gas industry.

Bilateral cooperation in the Caspian Sea re-
gion was another issue which was agreed upon 
in the MOU. In this regard Iranian Research 

Institute of Petroleum Industry and the country’s 
energy research institutes are going to have close 
cooperation with their Russian counterparts.

  Garmsar–Ince Boroun electrifica-
tion to start in 2 months

On the sidelines of the 15th Iran-Russia Joint 
Economic Committee meeting, the sides also 
discussed and agreed on the details of the Garm-
sar–Ince Burun railway electrification project.

“During the event, positive negotiations were 
held in various sectors, including the electrifi-
cation of Garmsar–Ince Boroun railway, and 
given the progress made in the negotiations, 
the project is expected to start within the next 
two months,” Ardakanian said after meeting 
with his Russian counterpart Alexander Novak 
on Tuesday.

Islamic Republic of Iran Railways (known as 

RAI) is collaborating with the Russian Railways for 
the electrification of Garmsar-Ince Bouron line.

According to Saeed Rasouli, the previous 
head of RAI, the electrification of Garmsar-
Ince Bouron line requires technically advanced 
equipment and technology, and the produc-
tion process of these equipment has already 
begun in Russia.

The 15th Iran-Russia Joint Economic Com-
mittee meeting and the second Iran-North Cau-
casus trade conference kicked off on Saturday in 
Tehran and the two countries energy ministers 
co-chaired the event.

Meanwhile, the second Iran-North Caucasus 
trade conference was also held, and the Minister 
of North Caucasus Affairs of the Russian Federa-
tion Sergei Chebotarev and Reza Ardakanian 
also attended this conference.

TEHRAN – Iran exported 
$350 million worth of deco-

rative and facade stones during the past Ira-
nian calendar year (March 2018-March 2019) 
IRNA reported quoting Malek Rahmati, the 
vice-president of the Iranian stone association.

According to Rahmati, Iran is currently 
producing 13 million tons of such stones, ce-
menting its place among the worlds’ top five 

countries in this industry.
Statistics suggest that the number of deco-

rative and facade stone mines in the country 
exceeds 2,000, of which only 200 are currently 
active.

“The annual production capacity of the 
country’s active mines is estimated at 30 
million metric tons and these mines have 
created 380,000 job opportunities directly 

and indirectly,” Rahmati said.
The official noted that, based on a five-year 

plan for the country’s stone industry, the value 
of exports in this area was supposed to reach 
$2 billion, but this goal isn’t realized because 
the practical steps and support required by 
the ministry of industry did not take place.

“Iranian stone industry has high potential, 
proper reserves, color variation and superior 

quality compered to rivals, but it needs sup-
port and incentives to realize these potentials,” 
he added.

Mentioning the unjust U.S. sanctions, Rah-
mati noted that the country’s stone industry is 
obviously experiencing a though period, however 
the current hurdles can be eliminated with 
serious presence in different global markets, 
especially overseas exhibitions.

COMMODITIES

CURRENCIES

STOCK MARKET 

USD 42,000 rials
EUR 47,179 rials

GBP 52,605 rials

AED 11,437 rials

TEDPIX 237148.2
IFX 3034.1

Brent $60.69/b

WTI $51.86/b

OPEC Basket $61.25/b

Gold $1,348.65/oz

Silver $14.94oz

Platinium $800.25/oz

Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

Source: cbi.ir

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com
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Projects underway to 
boost annual copper 
concentrate output 
by 450,000 tons

Over 730,000 tons of basic 
goods unloaded at Shahid 
Rajaee Port in 80 days

TEHRAN — Over 730,000 tons of basic 
commodities have been unloaded at Iran’s 

largest container port, Shahid Rajaee, during the 80-day period 
from the beginning of current Iranian calendar year (March 
21), Director General of Ports and Maritime Department 
of Hormozgan Province Allah-Morad Afifipour announced.

The official said that the goods were unloaded from 24 
vessels, IRIB reported on Monday.

on May 21, the deputy director of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA) said following a 
directive by President Hassan Rouhani, IRICA is providing 
new facilities for importers of basic goods which makes them 
able to clear their commodities in less than an hour, IRNA 
reported.

“For basic goods such as meat, system formalities and 
clearance procedures will be carried out in less than an hour 
and importers can transport their goods soon after,” Mehrdad 
Jamal Orounaqi said.
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Second Announcement 

Second Announcement 

INTERNATIONAL TENDER NO. 98-03/110INTERNATIONAL TENDER NO. 98-03/111
Tender Holder: 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB) 

Subject of Two-Stage Tender: 
Supplying HD Transmission Equipment for TV Channels according to the tender documents.

Deadline of Receiving Documents: 
As of publishing second announcement of advertisement latest by the business hour dated on 
Monday June 24, 2019. 
Place of Receiving Documents: 
Secretariat of Tenders’ Commission, Technical Purchasing (KALA) Dept., Media Technology and 
Development Deputy Office, Bldg. No. 2, IRIB, Jam-e Jam St., Vali-e Asr Ave., Tehran 

Type and Amount of Guarantee for Participating in Tender: 
The amount of USD 35,544 which should be in the form of extendable bank guarantee  

Time and Place of Delivering Priced Bid:
The sealed A, B & C packages/envelopes should be submitted within one main envelope marked with tender 
number no later than 15 p.m. on Saturday July 27, 2019 and submitted to the Secretariat of Commission 
of Tenders. 

Time and Place of Opening Envelopes 
The date of opening envelopes A&B is at 8:30 a.m. on Monday July 29, 2019 in the office of 
Vice President of IRIB Planning and Financial Resources and opening of envelope C will be after 
technical evaluation. 
It should be noted that bidders should hold license from the authorized bodies. 

For more information, please contact the following phone numbers: 0098-21-22166313
It is obvious that cost of publishing two advertisements shall be borne by the winner of tender. 

Public Relations Dept. of IRIB 

Tender Holder: 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING (IRIB) 

Subject of Two-Stage Tender: 
Purchase of Equipment for Infrastructure, Storage, Communication Processing of IRIB Data 
according to the tender documents.

Deadline of Receiving Documents: 
As of publishing second announcement of advertisement latest by the business hour dated on 
Monday June 24, 2019. 

Place of Receiving Documents: 
Secretariat of Tenders’ Commission, Technical Purchasing (KALA) Dept., Media Technology and 
Development Deputy Office, Bldg. No. 2, IRIB, Jam-e Jam St., Vali-e Asr Ave., Tehran 

Type and Amount of Guarantee for Participating in Tender: 
The amount of USD 43,196 which should be in the form of extendable bank guarantee  

Time and Place of Delivering Priced Bid:
The sealed A, B & C packages/envelopes should be submitted within one main envelope marked with 
tender number no later than 15 p.m. on Saturday July 27, 2019 and submitted to the Secretariat of 
Commission of Tenders. 

Time and Place of Opening Envelopes 
The date of opening envelopes A&B is at 8:30 a.m. on Monday July 29, 2019 in the office of Vice 
President of IRIB Planning and Financial Resources and opening of envelope C will be after technical 
evaluation. 
It should be noted that bidders should hold license from the authorized bodies. 

For more information, please contact the following phone numbers: 0098-21-22166313
It is obvious that cost of publishing two advertisements shall be borne by the winner of tender. 

 Public Relations Dept. of IRIB 

 IN THE NAME OF GOD
 ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING

 IN THE NAME OF GOD
 ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN BROADCASTING

Annual exports of decorative, facade stones at $350m

Iran, Russia ink 8 co-op MOUs in 15th Joint Economic Committee meeting
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Oil prices steadied on Tuesday, caught between rising tensions 
in the Middle East and signs that economic growth is being 
hit by trade tensions between the United States and China.

According to reuters.com, Brent crude futures were 
up 4 cents at $60.98 a barrel by 0055 GMT. They fell 
1.7% in the previous session on concerns about slowing 
global growth.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude futures were 
1 cent lower at $51.92. They dropped 1.1% on Monday.

The New York Federal Reserve said on Monday its gauge 
of business growth in New York state posted a record fall 
this month to its weakest level in more than 2-1/2 years, 
suggesting an abrupt contraction in regional activity.

U.S. business sentiment has sagged as tensions over trade 
have escalated between China and the United States and on 
signs of softness in the labor market.

The “market is in a rut and desperately in need of some 

robust economic data to get it out of this funk,” said Stephen 
Innes, managing partner at Vanguard Markets in Bangkok.

Oil prices have fallen around 20% since 2019 highs reached 
in April, in part due to concerns about the U.S.-China trade 

war and disappointing economic data.
U.S. President Donald Trump and China’s President Xi 

Jinping could meet at the G20 summit in Japan later this 
month. Trump has said he would meet Xi at the summit, 
although China has not confirmed the meeting.

Putting further pressure on oil, the U.S. energy depart-
ment said on Monday that shale oil output is expected to 
reach a record in July.

But tensions in the Middle East are likely to keep prices 
supported, analysts said.

Acting U.S. Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan announced 
on Monday the deployment of about 1,000 more troops to 
the Middle East for what he said were defensive purposes, 
citing concerns about a threat from Iran.

Fears of a confrontation between Iran and the United 
States have mounted since last Thursday when two oil tankers 
were attacked, which Washington has blamed on Tehran.

When shares of First Solar (NASDAQ:FSLR), 
SunPower (NASDAQ:SPWR), Tesla (NAS-
DAQ:TSLA), and SolarEdge Technologies 
(NASDAQ:SEDG) plunged near the end of 
trading Wednesday last week, it threw inves-
tors for a loop. The U.S. trade representative 
announced that bifacial solar panels will be 
exempt from solar tariffs, which are currently 
25% of the cost of imported solar panels. The 
move may make tariffs effectively obsolete for 
much of the industry. 

According to Motley FOOL, Late last week, 
shares rebounded as the market realized fewer 
tariffs would also expand the market for solar 
energy. Here’s a look at what we learned last 
week and how it affects different parts of the 
industry. 

Until Wednesday, SunPower was the only 
company that had been given an exemption 
from solar tariffs. It makes a back-contact solar 

cell that’s significantly different from commod-
ity solar cell construction, which is why it was 
granted the exemption. It also didn’t hurt that it 
bought the second-largest solar manufacturing 
facility in the country. 

An exemption on tariffs for bifacial solar 
panels is based on similar logic. Bifacial tech-
nology allows a solar cell to collect power from 
the front and back of a panel. The second side 
can increase the energy production of a panel by 
between 11% to 27%, depending on the mounting 
and tracking system being used. 

 The solar manufacturers
Not all solar manufacturers are building bi-

facial solar panels, but they have the ability to 
do so, with some minor changes. An exemption 
from tariffs in the U.S. could be an incentive to 
increase production. 

As more solar companies become exempt 
from tariffs, it reduces the premium local manu-

facturers can charge for solar panels. First Solar 
clearly has the most to lose because it’s the largest 
solar manufacturer in the U.S., and its thin-film 
solar panels were never included in solar tariffs. 

SunPower will also see pressure on its P-Se-
ries production in Oregon. If commodity solar 
prices fall, it may also see pricing pressure on 
its high-efficiency solar panels that got an ex-
emption from tariffs. 

Tesla’s Gigafactory 2 in Buffalo, N.Y., may 
not be a great investment, either. It was already 
behind schedule, but now there’s little economic 
incentive to produce solar panels in the U.S. 

More exemptions and lower solar panel 
prices will definitely help developers and utilities. 
Bifacial solar panels are primarily designed 
for ground-mounted solar farms, so develop-
ers and project owners like NextEra Energy 
(NYSE:NEE), TerraForm Power (NASDAQ:-
TERP), and Brookfield Renewable Partners 

(NYSE:BEP) could all see lower development 
costs for solar projects. 

The stock dropped, but SolarEdge could be 
another one of those beneficiaries if installation 
volumes grow. It provides inverters and power 
optimizers to solar installers, so it should actually 
see tariff exemptions as a bullish sign. 

The solar industry overall should see its pie 
grow as tariffs are exempted. But manufacturers 
like SunPower and First Solar who have spent 
the past two years finding ways around tariffs 
or investing on the basis of being exempt may 
not see the benefit they once expected.

I think the big benefit from falling tariffs 
will ultimately be developers of renewable 
energy projects, who are buying the most 
cost-effective product in the market. They’ll 
start to take bifacial solar panels very seriously, 
potentially pushing the technology into more 
U.S. developments.

Oil prices have given up some of the gains from 
last week’s oil tanker attack in the Gulf of Oman, 
with recession fears outweighing geopolitical 
tension and the risk of supply outages.

The “response of oil prices to the latest 
escalation in the Middle East has been com-
paratively subdued given that 30% of global oil 
shipments pass through the Strait of Hormuz 
and only a small proportion of this total could 
be rerouted through pipelines in the event of 
a conflict,” Commerzbank wrote in a note.

Tensions between the U.S. and Iran con-
tinue to rise with American officials stating 
that a military option remains on the table. 
On Monday, Iran said that it would step up 
enrichment of uranium and may breach the 
limits laid out in the 2015 nuclear deal in re-
sponse to American sanctions.

The possibility of another catastrophic war 
in the Middle East is at its highest in recent 
memory, but the oil markets are largely shrug-
ging off the risk, instead training their sights 
on the deteriorating economy. Nearly half of 
CFOs surveyed by Duke University and CFO 
Global Business Outlook see a recession by 
mid-2020.

With pessimism setting in, oil has barely 
budged, despite the spike in U.S.-Iran tensions.

 Hedge funds
Hedge funds and other money managers 

stepped up short bets on WTI by 46 percent 
for the week ending on June 11, according to 
Bloomberg and CFTC data. Traders are clearly 
betting on a souring economy. “Outside the 
United States it’s unmistakable world growth 
is slowing down,” Bill O’Grady, chief market 
strategist at Confluence Investment Manage-
ment LLC, told Bloomberg. The “more trade 
tensions arise, the greater the likelihood that 
growth is slow, and if Chinese growth slows, 
it’s not good for oil.”

In a new report, Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch lowered its oil demand growth forecast 
to just 0.93 million barrels per day (mb/d) 
this year and 1 mb/d in 2020. “Yet there is 
a risk we end up being too optimistic if the 

U.S.-China trade relationship deteriorates 
further. Additional tariffs would likely force 
us to revise our numbers lower,” analysts at 
Bank of America wrote. The investment bank 
lowered its pricing forecast for WTI and Brent 
for the second half of 2019 to $56 and $63 
per barrel, respectively, down from $58 and 
$68. The downdraft extends into 2020 with 
Bank of America predicting Brent to average 
just $60 per barrel and WTI $54 per barrel.

 The “reason oil prices are going down is 
because there’s plenty of oil, and that’s also 
true with a lot of commodities,” Tim Rudde-
row, who manages $1.5 billion at Mount Lucas 
Management LP, told the Wall Street Journal. 
“There’s not a shortage of anything.”

 Oil prices crashing 
The market is downbeat, but an even deep-

er slide is possible. Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch put it this way: “If Xi avoids G20 and 
buys Iranian barrels, oil goes to $40.” In this 
scenario, Chinese President Xi Jingping digs 
in and resists American pressure on tariffs, 
which leads to another wave of U.S. tariffs on 
Chinese imports. That drags down the global 
economy, thus sinking oil demand. Meanwhile, 
Xi may also decide to continue to buy oil from 
Iran, resisting American pressure on sanc-
tions. In that scenario, Iran’s oil exports fall 
by less than expected. The end result is an 
oversupplied market and oil prices crashing 

below $40.
Barring this extreme scenario, Bank of 

America said that there are a few factors 
that could help oil markets rebound. First, 
the bank expects the U.S. Federal Reserve to 
slash interest rates three times over the next 
12 months. Then, of course, OPEC+ will extend 
the production cuts, helping to keep surplus oil 
off of the market. Finally, the Trump admin-
istration could back down from its trade war 
with China in the wake of a global economy 
hitting the skids.

The first two factors – OPEC+ cuts and 
a dovish turn by the Fed – seem reasonably 
likely. But Trump’s trade war with China shows 
no signs of slowing down, despite the raft of 
bearish news. In comments over the weekend, 
U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross seemed 
to lower expectations of a breakthrough with 
China.

“I think the most that will come out of the 
G-20 might be an agreement to actively re-
sume talks,” Mr. Ross said in a WSJ interview 
Sunday. “At the presidential level they’re not 
going to talk about the details of how do you 
enforce a trade agreement.”

The “most that might come is new ground 
rules for discussion and some sort of sched-
ule for when detailed technical talks might 
resume,” Ross added.

(Source: oilprice.com)

TEHRAN – Iranian Oil 
Minister Bijan Namdar 

Zanganeh has agreed with rescheduling the 
upcoming OPEC meeting only if it is set to be 
on July 10-12, opposing the offer to postpone 
the meeting to July 3-4.

Zanganeh made the remarks in a meeting 
with the Russian Energy Minister Alexander 
Novak in Tehran on Monday, Shana reported.

He stated his busy work schedule as the 
reason for his refusal, saying “For the time 
being, the 176th meeting is slated to be held 
on the original date (June 25).”

“I have no problem with postponing the 

meeting to July 10-12 and I will participate 
in the event,” he added.

Speaking with reporters after his talks with 
Novak, the Iranian oil minister said, “in the 
meeting the expansion of cooperation in oil 
and gas sector was also discussed.”

“We had some positive talks regarding 
gas exports to Russia, and some Russian 
companies have already expressed readiness 
to collaborate in this regard”, Zanganeh 
stated. 

Asked about the Russian energy giant Gaz-
prom’s collaboration in the construction of the 
Pakistani side of the IP gas pipeline project, 

the minister noted that some talks have been 
held but no final agreement is yet reached.

The request for changing the OPEC meeting 
date was first proposed by Russia, but soon 
created a great dispute among OPEC members.

The Organization of Oil Producing Coun-
tries and their allies are currently scheduled 
to meet on June 25, followed by an OPEC+ 
meeting on June 26. 

Asked about Novak’s response to his 

condition, Zanganeh said, “he is not the 
decision maker, changing the dates would 
require unanimity, and the OPEC will make 
the final decision.”

OPEC and its allies, a grouping known as 
OPEC+, agreed in December to reduce supply 
by 1.2 million barrels per day from Jan. 1. 
OPEC’s share of the cut is 800,000 bpd, to 
be delivered by 11 members - all except Iran, 
Libya and Venezuela.

By Nick Cunningham 
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Iran gives 
conditional green 
light to rescheduling 
OPEC meeting

Oil prices hold steady amid Mideast tensions, weak economic data

Why solar stocks are taking investors on a wild ride

Darwin LNG plant faces up to 
two years on ice

The Darwin LNG plant faces up to two years of interruption to ex-
ports as operator ConocoPhillips and partners including Santos bring 
replacement gas supply online and prepare for a further 20 years of 
operation.

The downtime was “always inevitable” given the work needed 
to refit it to extend its life, said Chris Wilson, president of Conoco’s 
operations in the western part of Australia.

The plant is Australia’s second oldest liquefied natural gas operation.
Conoco and Santos are targeting a final go-ahead in the March 

quarter next year to proceed with the development of the offshore 
Barossa gas field, which will replace the maturing Bayu-Undan field 
in the Timor Sea, the current source of supply for the 3.7 million tons 
a year Darwin LNG operation.

Mr. Wilson said Conoco expected Bayu-Undan gas, which started 
flowing in 2006, to run out at about the end of 2022, plus or minus a 
year, while Barossa gas would not start up until later.

 A lot of work
“It’s not really a big problem in so far as we have a lot of work to 

do in Darwin to extend the life of the facility and so we’ll use that 
downtime – you can always work more effectively, efficiently and 
safely when you don’t have a live facility.”

The Barossa field, in which South Korea’s SK E&S also has a stake, 
became the lead candidate to replace Bayu-Undan as the source of 
supply for Darwin LNG after Timor-Leste ruled out the option of pro-
cessing gas at the Sunrise field in Australia. That development led to 
both Conoco and Shell selling their stakes in Sunrise to the Timor-Leste 
government, which is working to have gas from the field supply a 
new LNG plant that would be built on the nation’s southern coast.

However, the Darwin LNG venture is yet to formally decide to use 
Barossa gas as its replacement supply, with ENI’s Evans Shoal field also 
still in the running. That decision is expected by the end of the year.

The Barossa field, 300 kilometers north of Darwin, may cost $US4 
billion ($5.8 billion) to develop, according to energy consultancy Wood 
Mackenzie. Meanwhile, the investment to refit the LNG plant was 
“reasonable”, Wilson said.

 The Darwin LNG plant
Keeping the Darwin LNG plant operating with replacement gas 

– known as backfilling – was “still an expensive investment and you 
need to do everything you can to keep your costs down”, he said, 
adding that recent changes to the petroleum resource rent tax have 
had a “modest negative impact” on economics.

Meanwhile, yet to be sorted are arrangements for processing 
third-party gas in Darwin LNG. Conoco and Santos are the only 
common partners in Barossa and Darwin LNG, where Inpex, ENI 
and two Japanese LNG buyers also have stakes.

Mr. Wilson said other possible sources of gas for Darwin LNG 
could be considered for “backfill” the next time around, when Barossa 
ran out, or potentially for an expansion at Darwin, where the site 
has approvals to install up to 10 million tons a year of LNG capacity. 
Those other sources include the Poseidon field in the Browse Basin – 
owned by Conoco, Origin Energy and PetroChina – and Evans Shoal, 
if Barossa gas is selected to replace Bayu-Undan.

“Poseidon is still out there: it’s a good asset, it will be developed one 
day and whether it comes as a second train or as backfill to backfill, 
we’ll just have to wait and see, or whether it goes to other infrastruc-
ture,” Wilson said.

(Source: afr.com)

The oil price risk analysts are ignoring
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Alexander Novak (middle) in Tehran on Monday.



TEHRAN — The president of the United 
States looks very angry about the recent Fox 
News poll! Donald Tramp, who has been 
a liar until yesterday, like the New York 
Times and the Washington Post, has now 
challenged his favorite TV channel poll!

What is the reason for the anger of Don-
ald Trump?

As Fox News reported, Former Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden is still, by far, the leader in 
the Democratic Party’s presidential nom-
ination race. His lead reflects the mood of 
the party, as Democratic primary voters 
want someone who will unite Americans, 
provide steady leadership, and who has 
high ethical standards.  In addition, while 
Democrats best President Trump in hypo-
thetical matchups and keep his support at 
41 percent or lower, none of the challengers 
hits 50 percent.

These are some of the findings from the 
latest Fox News Poll.Biden tops the list of 
Democratic contenders with 32 percent sup-
port among primary voters. Bernie Sanders 
trails at 13 percent, Elizabeth Warren at 
9 percent, and Pete Buttigieg and Kama-
la Harris both at 8 percent. Next is Beto 
O’Rourke at 4 percent, Cory Booker at 3 
percent, and Amy Klobuchar and Andrew 
Yang each garner 2 percent.  Julian Cas-
tro, John Delaney, Tulsi Gabbard, Kirsten 
Gillibrand, and Tim Ryan receive 1 percent 
a piece.Since March, Sanders is down 10 
points, while Buttigieg (+7), Warren (+5), 
and Biden (+1) have gained ground.

Biden comes in first (by wide margins) 
and Sanders comes in second among men, 
women, whites, and non-whites. Among 
primary voters 45 years and over, Biden 
leads by over 30 points, while among those 
under age 45 he has only a 3-point edge.

Self-described moderate Democrats 
give Biden a 29-point advantage, while 
he leads by a narrower 10 points among 
Democrats who identify as progressive.
Overall, Democratic primary voters divide 
when choosing between a candidate with 
“high ethical standards” (52 percent) and 
one who can “defeat Donald Trump” (45 
percent).By a 74-23 percent margin, they 
prioritize nominating a candidate who will 
“unite Americans around shared beliefs” over 
“fight against extreme right-wing beliefs.”

They also prefer, by a 72-25 percent 
margin, their nominee provide “steady, 
reliable leadership” rather than “a bold, 
new agenda.”

Those prioritizing steady leadership 
go big for Biden (37 percent) over Sanders 
(12 percent). Support spreads more evenly 
among those wanting a candidate with a bold 
agenda:  Biden (21 percent), Sanders (17 
percent), Warren and Buttigieg (12 percent 
each), and Harris (11 percent).Biden leads 
among those Democrats wanting a uniter 
(+20 points) and a fighter (+13), and he is the 
choice for both those preferring a candidate 
with high ethical standards (+12) and one 
who can beat Trump (+27).

“Some on the left mock Biden as naive for 
suggesting he can bring Americans together, 
but primary voters prefer his steady style 
and unifying approach,” says Democratic 
pollster Chris Anderson, who conducts 
the Fox New Poll with Republican Daron 
Shaw. “A big question is whether another 
candidate can provide a viable alternative 
for voters who like Biden’s approach, but 
aren’t enthused with his candidacy.”

President Trump officially launches his 
reelection campaign June 18.More voters 
would be enthusiastic if Trump were to 
win reelection than felt that way in 2016 
-- and fewer would be scared. The share 

of those feeling enthusiastic is up 8 points 
since October 2016 overall and up 18 among 
Republicans. The number of voters feeling 
scared is down 16.Still, half would be dis-
pleased (20 percent) or scared (30 percent) 
if Trump is reelected.

Trump trails the Democrat in each of the 
possible 2020 head-to-head matchups tested 
and never gets above 41 percent support. 
At the same time, none of the challengers 
hits 50 percent.Biden tops Trump by 10 
points (49-39 percent) and Sanders is up 
by nine (49-40) -- both of these leads are 
outside the poll’s margin of error. Warren 
has a two-point edge over Trump (43-41), 
and Harris (42-41) and Buttigieg (41-40) 
are up by one (within the margin of error).

he president’s current standing is actually 
better than where he stood at this point in 
the cycle four years ago. In June 2015, Dem-
ocrat Hillary Clinton was ahead of Trump 
by 17 points.”Trump’s current position in 
the polls is far from ideal,” says Shaw. “But 
he’s definitely in the game. His base is on 
board and he’ll have ample opportunity to 
frame the choice set moving forward while 
the Democrats battle for voter and media 
attention in the debates.”

A 60 percent majority doesn’t think a 
politician with low moral standards can be 
a good leader, yet voters say they will place 
greater importance on supporting a candi-
date who shares their views (55 percent) 
than one who is highly ethical (40 percent).

Some 70 percent of Democrats don’t be-
lieve a politician with low moral standards 
can be a good leader compared to just 48 
percent of Republicans.Democrats prioritize 
supporting a candidate who is highly ethical 
over one who shares their views on major 
issues by 6 points. It is more lopsided, in 
the opposite direction, for Republicans, as 
they put issues over ethics by 42 points.

Abortion is sure to be a hot issue for both 
sides in 2020. Views split: 50 percent of 
voters think abortion should be legal all (31 
percent) or most of the time (19 percent), 
while 46 percent say it should be illegal all 
the time (12 percent) or except in cases of 
rape, incest, or to save the life of the mother 
(34 percent).  Most Democrats (68 percent) 
say it should be legal and most Republicans 
(68 percent) say illegal.

Overall, 64 percent of voters think the 
Supreme Court should let Roe v. Wade stand, 
and a 61 percent majority opposes their state 
passing a law similar to ones in Alabama 
and Georgia that ban abortion in all cases 
other than to save the life of the mother.

Conducted June 9-12, 2019 under the 
joint direction of Beacon Research (D) and 
Shaw & Company (R), this Fox News Poll 
includes interviews with 1,001 randomly 
chosen registered voters nationwide who 
spoke with live interviewers on both land-
lines and cellphones. The poll has a margin 
of sampling error of plus or minus three 

percentage points for all registered voters, 
and 4.5 points for Democratic primary vot-
ers (449).

President Donald Trump took on the 
“fake news” again today. While that in itself 
hardly qualifies for a headline, this part of 
his tweet du jour (or du hour) does: It targets 
Fox News.“Something weird going on at 
Fox,” the leader of the free world appeared 
to notice today.

He was talking about a new poll from Fox 
News that found 50% of Americans favor 
his impeachment or removal from office. 
More context on that and the second part 
of Trump’s double-duty tweet below, but 
read it first:

@FoxNews Polls are always bad for me. 
They were against Crooked Hillary also. 
Something weird going on at Fox. Our polls 
show us leading in all 17 Swing States. For 
the record, I didn’t spend 30 hours with @
abcnews, but rather a tiny fraction of that. 
More Fake News  @BretBaier

The poll that elicited Trump’s friendly fire 
was released Sunday and reported today on 
Fox & Friends (one of said “friends” being 
the president, of course). It showed that 50% 
of repsondents believe that POTUS should 
be impeached or removed from office. The 
president obviously was not amused.

The tweet in question also took aim at 
another news outlet, ABC News, for the title 
of its widely seen and cited George Stephan-
opoulos sit-down with Trump. That special, 
which is titled 30 Hours – Donald Trump 
and aired on ABC’s 20/20 — showed, among 
many other things, the former Clinton press 
secretary asking about Trump’s leaked in-
ternal polling that shows him trailing Dem 
challengers in 15 of 17 swing states. The 
president immediately denied that, saying 
on camera, “Those polls don’t exist.”

But word also spread today that Trump 
has cut ties with some of his pollsters — ap-
parently over the leaks and not the results. 
Make your own inferences.

Separately tonight, CBS News annonced 
that its Major Garrett will interview Trump 
campaign manager Brad Pascale. It will air 
Wednesday on CBS Evening News and digital 

outlet CBSN.
Meanwhile, It’s worth noting that perhaps 

even Fox News didn’t know what to make of 
its poll that so riled Trump. Mediaite not-
ed today that that FNC misrepresented its 
own findings — twice. First, Fox & Friends 
showed a graphic that noted 50% of pollees 
replied “No” to whether Trump should be 
“impeached or removed from office.” One 
problem: The actual question was, “Do you 
think President Trump should be impeached 
and removed from office, or not?” The an-
swer to that query was 43% saying “yes,” 7% 
saying “impeachment only” and 6% saying 
“don’t know”

It’s not entirely clear why Trump cited 
Bret Baier in today’s tweet, but the latter 
sometimes has been critical of the former 
of late.

Trump Team Cuts Ties With Pollsters 
After Dismal Polling Numbers Leaked

Huffington post reported that Donald 
Trump’s reelection campaign team has 
reportedly severed ties with some of its 
pollsters after leaks of some dismal inter-
nal polling data, which showed him trailing 
former Vice President Joe Biden in sever-
al key states.Trump had called the polling 
numbers taken back in March “fake polls” 
after they were reported by the press last 
week and insisted that he is winning “very 
big” in several key states.

The pollsters’ removal was reported by 
The New York Times and NBC News on 
Sunday, with the outlets citing a presidential 
adviser and someone close to the campaign, 
respectively.

The decision to cut ties with three of its 
five pollsters is meant to prevent further dis-
closures of survey data, the Times reported.

According to the Times, Trump had in-
structed his aides to deny that there was any 
internal polling that showed him trailing 
Biden after news broke about its existence. 
They were also told to say that they had con-
trasting data that showed Trump doing well.

“We are winning in every single state that 
we’ve polled. We’re winning in Texas very 
big. We’re winning in Ohio very big. We’re 
winning in Florida very big,” Trump said 
during an Oval Office meeting with Polish 
President Andrzej Duda on Wednesday.

He also tweeted out that his numbers 
are “the best numbers WE have ever had.”

.....The Fake (Corrupt) News Media said 
they had a leak into polling done by my 
campaign which, by the way and despite the 
phony and never ending Witch Hunt, are 
the best numbers WE have ever had. They 
reported Fake numbers that they made up 
& don’t even exist. WE WILL WIN AGAIN!

This denial came despite public polls that 
showed Trump trailing Biden, including a 
recent Fox News poll that put him behind both 
Biden and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Mass.).A 
spokesperson for Trump’s reelection cam-
paign declined to comment when reached 
by HuffPost on Sunday.

GLOBALTIMES — Chinese President Xi Jinping attend-
ed the 19th Heads of State Council Meeting of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, on 
June 14. In his speech, Xi proposed building the organization 
into a model organization of international relations amid a 
changing global milieu.Since its establishment in 2001, the 
SCO has taken strides in facilitating cooperation in various 
fields. The organization now has eight members, four observer 
states and six dialogue partners.

However, opinion in the West hasn’t paid heed to the 
SCO’s achievements. It bad-mouths the organization and 
believes that after new states join the SCO, differences in 
values and systems among members will lead to numerous 
contradictions within the group, leading to its collapse.The 
progress the SCO has made in recent years proves how un-
tenable such views are.

It is true that there are conflicts between two new member 
states, India and Pakistan. However, the organization can help 
the two neighbors bridge differences and contribute to regional 
security and cooperation.First, the SCO offers more meeting 
opportunities for leaders, diplomats and military officials of 
the two countries. 

Other SCO member states have also made their own contri-

bution to helping improve relations between India and Pakistan.
For example, when India-Pakistan ties soured earlier this year, 
Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Kong Xuanyou paid a visit to 
Islamabad in March, trying to help ease tensions between the 
strained neighbors.

Second, security cooperation within the SCO can help New 
Delhi and Islamabad to build consensus. Since the establishment 
of the SCO, member states have made significant achievements 
in security cooperation both in traditional domains as well as 
non-traditional areas like counter-terrorism and anti-drug 
operations. 

The Afghanistan situation is a highlight of SCO security 
cooperation. The meeting of the SCO-Afghanistan Contact 
Group at the level of deputy foreign minister has been held 
for three consecutive years.

During this summit, a road map for further steps by the 
SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group was signed. The road map 
is aimed at forging consensus, developing collaboration and 
contributing to peace and development in Afghanistan. 

India and Pakistan have a huge interest in such security co-
operation. In fact, since they joined the SCO, the two neighbors 
have participated in security cooperation, which helps both 
nations develop areas of interest and seek ways to fostering peace. 

India and Pakistan are important stakeholders in the Afghan 
situation and counter-terrorism. With the two nations within 

its fold, the SCO can carry out regional security cooperation 
with greater flexibility, so as to promote regional and global 
peace and development.

Turning a blind eye to the SCO’s contribution to peace and 
development in the Eurasian region, Western public opinion 
tries to show that the goal of the organization is to build he-
gemony and confront the West in the region. This misplaced 
belief is rooted in the Western zero-sum mind-set and a lack 
of understanding of the organization.

Currently, SCO member states account for about 20 percent 
of the global economy and 40 percent of world population. 

In terms of both size and role, the organization can be regarded 
as an important platform for promoting multilateralism. The 
Shanghai Spirit that encompasses mutual trust, mutual benefit, 
equality, mutual consultations, respect for cultural diversity 
and a desire for common development, and multilateralism is 
the reason why the SCO has continuously grown and become 
an epitome of regional peace and cooperation. 

These concepts are opposite to how the West thinks and 
go against protectionism and unilateralism. Amid growing 
global uncertainty, the SCO’s commitment to the Shanghai 
Spirit is particularly commendable. In the future, the SCO will 
continue to devote itself to multilateralism and promoting fairer 
and more reasonable international relations in politics, trade, 
economy and security.

The White House is furious 
about Fox News!

West deliberately ignores SCO’s contribution to peace, development

By Saeed Sobhani

By Chen Yu 

 CHINADAILY — By increasing the tariffs on $200 billion of 
Chinese goods from 10 percent to 25 percent, the United States 
has launched a trade war against China. Worse, the US claims 
China provoked the trade war by insisting on a substantially 
rewritten draft agreement, which according to the US reneged on 
previously agreed terms, which is not true. Instead, no agreement 
could be reached between the two sides despite the many rounds 
of negotiations because of the hard stance the US had adopted.

In my view, the US failed to anticipate three outcomes of the 
trade frictions and the unsuccessful trade talks.

First, China’s determination to defend its core interests has 
exceeded US expectations. While serving as a senior government 
official, I have participated in many bilateral and multilateral 
negotiations. And experience tells me that a good agreement 
is that which respects both sides’ core interests and major con-
cerns, and satisfies them to the greatest extent. It is difficult 
to implement an agreement that satisfies one party and disap-
points the other.

Since the US has gone too far, directly infringing on China’s 
core interests, China cannot sit idle. In the last round of trade 
talks, the Chinese delegation stuck to its bottom line, demanding 
a respectful and equal agreement. It is this determination that 
the US failed to anticipate.

Second, the US failed to appreciate China’s ability to re-
sist US pressure. When it comes to overall bilateral relations, 
China has dealt with the US with sincerity, hoping to resolve 
their disputes through negotiations. But the US mistook this 
as China’s weakness and chose to exert “extreme pressure” in 
the negotiations, which China had to resist.

The US might have assumed that just like other countries, 
which could not withstand its “extreme pressure”, China also 
would make concessions. But China has not only overcome 

the US pressure but also is 
prepared for any possible 
consequences of the trade 
war. The US did not expect 
this level of resilience from 
China.

And third, during the last 
round of trade talks, the US 
did not withdraw the tariffs 
it had imposed on Chinese 
goods earlier and, instead, 
increased them. The fact that 
US consumers, importers 
and trade lobbies-not to 
mention the global busi-
ness community-have all 
criticized the US for hiking 
the tariffs was also beyond 
the expectation of US policy-
makers. They didn’t expect 
the trade war to cause turbu-
lence in the US stock market 
either. I believe that in the 
coming months, the oppo-
sition of US consumers and 
businesses to these tariffs 
will grow stronger, forcing 
the US administration to 
reconsider its position.

The root cause of the US’ failure to understand China 
is its failure to evaluate China’s achievements in the four 
decades of reform and opening-up. American policymakers 
still claim that it is the US that has fueled China’s growth 
since the 1980s, as if its achievements are not the fruits of 
its people’s labor but gifts from the US. Also, they wrongly 
believe that China cannot do without the US and therefore 
will welcome the punches it delivers without even thinking 
of hitting back.

China has not buckled under US pressure because its 
economic foundations are strong and economic growth is sus-
tainable. China may suffer some losses in the short term, but 
in the medium and long term it will overcome the difficulties 
to achieve greater development.

The short-term improvement of the US economy and in-
troduction of some new economic policies could have misled 
Washington into believing that the US is “winning” the trade 
war. In fact, the short-term improvement of the US economy 
is the immediate effect of the tax cut policy, whose impact will 
gradually disappear over time.

Yet we should look at the outcome of Sino-US negotiations 
rationally. The relationship between China and the US has not 
become one of full-scale confrontation, as some experts and 
scholars have suggested.

Although the US has shifted its policy from the earlier en-
gagement and containment of China to an all-out suppression 
of China, no country can stop the global trend of development. 
The shift in economic power to the East will continue. And 
China’s huge and consumer market will continue to grow. If 
the US chooses to exit such a market, no amount of tariffs can 
compensate for the losses it would suffer. Therefore, US com-
panies will continue to operate in the Chinese market, and the 
trend of overall cooperation between China and the US will not 
change in the long run.

Cooperation is the only way Sino-US relations can improve. 
China does not want the trade war to continue nor do most 
Americans. So we must remain cool-headed and identify the 
general direction of win-win cooperation between China and 
the US. And Beijing and Washington should avoid confronta-
tion, meet each other halfway, and handle trade and bilateral 
relations with mutual respect and equality.

By Wei Jianguo 

U.S. overconfidence led to 
the trade war

 Although the
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1      There is anyway not a shred of hard 
evidence Iran attacked any tankers in or near 
the Persian Gulf. Maybe the time has finally 
arrived where the U.S. and its “allies” can’t 
fool anyone any longer with falsehoods, as 
it did with the Gulf of Tonkin decades ago, 
with claims of Iraqi WMD, with false claims 
against Libya and Serbia, and as it has done 
on numerous occasions with Syria. The mere 
fact that Iranians literally rescued the sailors 
on one of the tankers hit in the Gulf of Oman 
ought to be proof enough that Iran almost 
certainly did not attack the ships.

No one in the mainstream U.S. media 
has made the connection that the escalation 
against Iran has been pushed primarily by 
Israel supporters, but even Trump has ad-
mitted that casino magnate Sheldon Adelson, 
Trump’s top Zionist donor (and we know 
Trump loves “money” above all else) advised 
him to hire hawk John Bolton. No question 
the tanker attacks are getting milked by the 
Zionists and the Saudis, who have stood be-
tween the U.S. and better relations with Iran 
that eventually would have evolved and been 
based U.S. maintenance of the JCPOA.

As for Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
it appears he’s playing some kind of game 
and he even thinks it is funny. He admitted 
with a laugh back in April that as chief of 
the CIA the organization lied, cheated and 
stole, but this has been par for the course 
in U.S. foreign policy for decades, just as 
it has been for Israel and the Saudis, too. 
Pompeo does not seem to care whether a 
new war in the Middle East occurs, given his 
Christian “evangelical” beliefs about some 

supernatural outcomes regarding some ab-
surd return of Jesus.

 But of course the good news, if there is 
any at this time, is that the American public 
is not nearly as complacent and lazy as it has 
been, and more alert to what’s been going on 
now and for decades. In any event, Trump’s 
tenure in the White House has been marked 

by one crisis after another, and almost all 
the crises have been sparked by aggression 
of various forms against other countries, 
whether economic or military.

But as one observer who at least tries to 
be informed about the current dangers, it 
does seem possibly wise to suggest that’s 
Iran’s leaders not threaten or in fact chip 

away at components of the still standing 
JCPOA agreement by warning it is going to 
ramp up uranium enrichment unless Euro-
peans, in particular, abide by their alleged 
commitments under the nuclear agreement. 
Doesn’t this only or primarily fuel further 
false justifications for the war postures of the 
Trump Administration precisely at a time 
when world opinion in general, and even 
the opinions of many Americans, seem to be 
decidedly on Iran’s side and against further 
conflicts in the Middle East?

Even if enhanced uranium enrichment 
were adopted by Iran, it’s not likely such would 
prove to be a deterrence to Iran’s enemies in 
the same way that North Korea, ALREADY 
HAVING the capacity to produce and launch 
nuclear weapons, is actually a deterrence to 
U.S. aggression. If Iran, say, were to push too 
far towards weapons grade uranium, even 
so far as 20 or 50 percent, it’s not hard to 
imagine the U.S. and its “allies” would argue 
that Iran is headed towards making its own 
nuclear deterrence, and use that as a pretext 
to try to destroy ALL of Iran’s achievements 
in nuclear technology for energy generation 
well before there was any chance Iran could 
(in theory anyway) produce nuclear weapons.

To date over the past year, Iran has man-
aged correctly to negotiate a horrific minefield 
of economic oppression which anyway is not 
permanent. Even if for a while Iran cannot sell its 
resources, it remains a rich country in so many 
respects. What is far less permanent worldwide 
is positive U.S. standing and “empire”. And 
the same can be said for the barbaric Saudis 
and the apartheid loving Zionists.

TEHRAN (FNA)- The United States 
continues to push the world peace and 
stability against the wall with all those 
trade conflicts and sanctions against 
friends and foes.

Fighting back with facts, the World Bank 
is warning that as a consequence of the US 
trade wars, oil bans and sanctions, global 
business confidence has gone down the 
drain, slowdown in global trade has deep-
ened, and investment in emerging and de-
veloping economies has dropped. Because 
of this worrisome and devastating trend, the 
International Monetary Fund is also warning 
that the trade wars and escalating conflicts 
in the Middle East and Persian Gulf will 
decelerate global growth. 

This terrible global outlook is only bol-
stered by the fact that much of the global 
economic and security problems today can be 
traced back to Trump’s military adventures 
and protectionist policies. The fall in stock 
markets is traced to his trade tussle with 
Beijing. The recent loss in the manufacturing 
confidence in the U.S. has come as a direct 
consequence of the threat to slap tariffs on 
allies. The new reports and warnings issued 
by the World Bank and the IMF, or those by 
the United Nations, are also tied to the US 
role in destabilizing the global economy and 
oil trade with its extended preoccupation 
with trade wars and military deployments.

This serves as further proof that the Trump 
administration officials are indeed lying about 
their true intentions. The vast majority of their 
geopolitical intentions remains completely 
in the shadows and is never subjected to 
meaningful examination - which only in-
creases the chances of market uncertainties 
and catastrophic security consequences.

What’s more, the trade wars and conflicts 

are set to continue. The amoral program re-
mains shrouded in secrecy, which includes a 
near certainty that levies on European goods 
are also up for grabs, or that the ongoing 
political debates in Congress and global con-
cerns won’t terminate the security concerns 
in the Persian Gulf.

These are only some of the overwhelm-
ing facts that have managed to make it 
into the news and onto the record. After 
considering the trail of global economic 
and security consequences that follow the 
American flag wherever it goes, it is safe to 
say the US is exceptional in many things; 
responsibility and fairness in global trade 
and security is not among them. The threat 
is also being consistently propped up by the 
concept of American exceptionalism. So, 
it’s also safe to conclude that this makes 
the US the biggest threat to global security 
and stability.

Behind the clouds, however, Washington’s 
geopolitical goals are wishes, being fought 
for the worst possible reasons. The tussle is 
just a wish, a pie-in-the-sky ideal, without 
a definite and practical outcome. It comes 
from the egos of a decaying hegemonic power 
and a narcissistic president that don’t live 
in a reality-based universe.

History shows us nevertheless that those 
who launch wars are always defeated. History 
also tells us that independent nations like 
Iran can protect themselves in any escalating 
conflict. They could simply go beyond the 
region to increase pressure on the US.

President Trump and his White Su-
premacist faction should therefore stop 
highlighting the positive aspects of their 
trade wars and military escalations. It is 
overblown. The pointless tussle, backed 
by no American ally in Europe, is far less 

about trade balance and regional security, 
and more about power and political hege-
mony: The US hegemony of the world and 
the trade and technological dictatorships 
of its corporations and Pentagon.

The futile efforts made by the Trump-
sters, who advocate a doctrine of permanent 
war, as well as their technological dicta-
torships, who try to push their opponents 
under the bus by supporting the post-co-
lonial status quo, will go nowhere. Their 
dream of sanctioning Iran into submission, 
dominating the world in financial and eco-
nomic terms, and ensuring that no nation, 

or a bloc of nations, would ever challenge 
their unholy agenda, will never come true. 
What they fail to see is the catastrophe 
that their fantasies have caused for the 
US and its handful of partners.

If history is a witness, all nations who 
have accomplished great things have had 
great aims, too. They fixed their gaze on goals 
that were positive and high. The US-imposed 
wars and conflicts are not a great thing at 
all. Behind the clouds, they are just a silly 
wish with no great goal and honor. It’s not 
as though they were not warned of the in-
evitable blowback.

Iran is wisest not to damage burgeoning 
favorable opinion

The U.S. trade war against human rights

U.S. is the greatest threat to world peace and stability

GLOBALTIMES —The US Trade Representative’s 
Office on Monday kicked off seven days of public hear-
ings about the plan to levy tariffs on an additional $300 
billion worth of Chinese goods. The timeline shows 
that Washington will trigger the new tariff plan on 
July 2 at the soonest. The US is obviously boosting 
pressure on China.

China is already well prepared for an all-out trade 
war launched by the US. The trade war is highly likely 
to be protracted. Whether an agreement can be reached 
or not, US pressure on China will last a long time. It is 
the general consensus in Chinese society that a trade 
deal will hardly alter the situation.Most Chinese believe 
that the trade war extends beyond trade itself, but is 
part of the US containment of China’s comprehensive 
strategy for rejuvenation.

Chinese society has been mobilized to stand up 
to the great game determining the destiny of the 
Chinese nation in the 21st century. Chinese people 
are mentally prepared and ready to withstand more 
potential storms in the future.Chinese people hope 
to live a stable life and see good China-US relations. 
But the US political elites’ arrogance and their ex-
treme practices toward Chinese companies such 
as Huawei have made people realize that the US 
lacks good will. 

The US seeks to overwhelm China’s will, force China 
to accept unequal conditions, deprive China of the right 
to further development, and maintain its hegemony 
by stopping others.

The Chinese people will never agree to abandon 
the right to further development. The greatest thrust 
of China’s development lies in the strong desire for 
a better life among over a billion people. The trade 
war risks Chinese people’s future welfare. Chinese 
people will firmly support the Chinese government in 
not yielding to Washington, no matter the temporary 
costs they must pay.

The per capita GDP in China is only one-sixth of 
that of the US. Continuing to develop China’s economy 
and increase its per capita GDP is the basic right of 
the Chinese nation. 

There was a time when China lagged behind the 
world, but that does not mean that China is supposed to 
be poor forever. This is what we are entitled to change. 
That is what human rights genuinely mean. 

If the trade war goes on, it will exert an overwhelming 
impact on the world industrial chain. The US cannot 
remain unaffected. Its supply and marketing network, 
which plays a significant role in American people’s 
living standards, will be hit hard. 

Listing Chi nese products for $300 billion more in 
tariff hikes will lead to a sharp price increase in US 
consumer goods. A poll conducted by pro-Trump news 
broadcaster Fox News showed that more Americans 
think that the trade war is affecting their lives rather 
than helping the US economy. 

The US government drew the conclusion at a whim 
that a trade war would help revitalize US manufac-
turing. Yet over 600 US companies wrote a letter to 

Trump on June 13, articulating their opposition to 
the trade war. 

The trade war is a special battle against China’s 
human rights. It is a declaration of US hegemony. 
Washington is intensifying its attacks, but the Chinese 
people are pursuing an increasingly prosperous life. 
They hope their children can live a better life than 
themselves. 

Such a strong desire will make us despise our op-
ponent’s arrogant offense. The Chinese people know 
what they are fighting for.

Cover-Ups and truth tellers

Consortium News —In a May, 22, 2019 appearance in the 
White House Rose Garden, President Donald Trump declared 
that “I don’t do cover-ups.” Various news outlets immediately 
started to enumerate a long list of bona fide cover-ups associated 
with the president.

What can one say about this bit of Trumpian nonsense? Can 
you accuse a person of lying who actually seems not to know the 
difference between truth and untruth? Trump’s inability in this 
regard is demonstrated daily, and The Washington Post fact 
checker puts the running count of presidential lies at 10,111, with 
no end in sight. When it comes to reality, the president appears 
to be a malignant version of Walter Mitty. 

Unfortunately, Trump’s behavior is but the tip of the iceberg 
when it comes to cover-ups. One can surmise that just by virtue 
of being the head of the U.S. government, the president — any 
president — must be directly or indirectly associated with hun-
dreds of such evasions. That is because, it can be argued without 
much paranoia, that every major division of the government is 
hiding something —particularly when it comes to foreign activities.

Of course, being cover-ups by the government may make them 
appear acceptable, at least to a naive public. Many of them are 
rationalized as necessary for the sake of national “security.” And, 
of course, everyone wants to be “secure,” accepting the notion 
that “people sleep peaceably in their beds at night only because 
rough men stand ready to do violence on their behalf.”

The fact that much of this violence is done to other innocent 
people trying to get a peaceful night’s rest is “classified” information. 
So woe be it to the truth tellers who defy these rationalizations 
and sound off. For they shall be cast out of our democratic heaven 
into one of the pits of hell that pass for a U.S. prison—or, if they 
are fleet-footed, chased into exile.

Melodramatic, Except … Assange and Manning
Well, that sounds a bit melodramatic — unless you happen 

to be Julian Assange, the publisher of WikiLeaks, or his notable 
informant, Chelsea Manning, or, taking one step back from the 
firing line, the Freedom of the Press Foundation. 

The Trump administration is now seeking, via the “Justice” 
Department, to destroy Assange and Manning. Both are truth 
tellers or, if you want, whistleblowers who, by revealing the truth 
about government behavior during the Iraq War, badly embar-
rassed Washington. The rush to punishment is being carried out 
with a maliciousness for which this president and his bureau-
cratic minions seem temperamentally well-suited. Always keep 
in mind that there are plenty of unethical professionals, in this 
case operating in the guise of government lawyers, available to 
serve the disreputable purposes of disreputable bosses. 

Julian Assange has been charged with an 18-count indictment 
alleging that he “unlawfully obtained and disclosed classified docu-
ments related to national defense.” It goes on to allege that Assange 
accomplished this when he “conspired with Manning and aided and 
abetted her in obtaining classified information … to be used to the 
injury of the United States or to the advantage of a foreign nation.” 
Manning’s sentence for these “offenses” was subsequently commuted 
by President Barack Obama, but she is now in jail for refusing to 
testify before a grand jury investigating Assange.

The attack on Assange and Manning has brought into question 
the viability of the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
and the notion of a free press — seminally important matters. 
Here is how the Freedom of the Press Foundation describes the 
implications of the indictment against Julian Assange:

“Put simply, these unprecedented charges against Julian 
Assange and WikiLeaks are the most significant and terrifying 
threat to the First Amendment in the 21st century. The Trump 
administration is moving to explicitly criminalize national security 
journalism, and if this prosecution proceeds, dozens of reporters 
at The New York Times, The Washington Post and elsewhere 
would also be in danger. The ability of the press to publish facts 
the government would prefer remain secret is both critical to an 
informed public and a fundamental right. … Anyone who cares 
about press freedom should immediately and wholeheartedly 
condemn these charges.” 

Given these circumstances, one might be surprised, and very 
disappointed as well, to know that a concerted opposition to 
this threat from the so-called Fourth Estate (the press and news 
media) has yet to materialize. 

Too Few Protecting Journalism 
In Washington, D.C., the Newseum’s monument to the five 

freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment: religion, speech, 
press, peaceful assembly, petitioning government for redress of 
grievances. (dbking, CC BY 2.0, Wikimedia Commons)

The truth is that, beyond fact-checking the statements of a 
pathological president, too few journalists are willing to go out on 
a limb on the issue of a “free press,” or, if you will, for the integrity 
of their own profession. As it is, most of the American mass media 
more or less toes a government line and has done so for a very long 
time. They do this because their owners and editors are either in 
agreement with the government, see it as economically necessary 
to appear as traditionally loyal Americans to their readership, or 
have selectively hired reporters and other staff who are too passive 
to resist government pressure. Thus, episodes such as the 1972 
reporting about the Nixon-inspired break-in at the Watergate 
and the revelation of the Pentagon Papers in 1971, along with 
the occasional local investigative expose, are exceptions rather 
than the rule of journalistic behavior. At best, if a newspaper or 
TV station wants to appear politically risqué they will confine 
the effort to a supposed “balanced” editorial page or segment. 

If the journalistic establishment appears hesitant, civil liberties 
organizations such as the ACLU readily agree with the Freedom 
of the Press Foundation. The ACLU Director, Ben Wisner, notes 
that “For the first time in the history of our country, the govern-
ment has brought criminal charges against a publisher for the 
publication of truthful information.” The key words here are 
“publisher” and “truthful information.” Wisner goes on to say that 
“It establishes a dangerous precedent that can be used to target 
all news organizations that hold the government accountable by 
publishing its secrets.” In other words, Trump and his minions 
are taking a step in the direction of dictatorial censorship. 

Two Opposing Issues
Wisner’s comment suggests that there is often a real tension 

between what the government wishes to keep secret and issues 
of public morality and common decency. Indeed, Manning’s 
stated motive in dealing with WikiLeakswas to “remove the fog 
of war and reveal the true nature of 21st century asymmetric 
warfare.” Hence, in 2010, Manning, after being rebuffed by 
The New York Times and The Washington Post, sent WikiLeaks 
some 750,000 classified or otherwise “sensitive” military and 
diplomatic documents. Much of this material showed the U.S. 
waging a cruel and lawless operation in Iraq that any normal 
American should find troubling. This is probably part of the 
reason why this revelation was judged by Washington to be 
injurious to the U.S.  13 

The futile efforts made by the Trumpsters, 
who try to push their opponents under the 
bus by supporting the post-colonial status 

quo, will go nowhere. 

To date over the past year, Iran has 
managed correctly to negotiate a horrific 
minefield of economic oppression which 

anyway is not permanent.

By Lawrence Davidson
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The Tehran Times new pocket-sized glossary is now 
available on the market. The reader-friendly is a rich source 
of the most common journalistic terminology collected by 
the daily’s retired staff. 

It can benefit a wide range of tastes from students to 
professional journalists. Persian equivalents have been 
given for all entries, including idioms and expressions. The 
glossary also includes example sentences for entries the 
authors thought it would be a bit difficult to learn.

For more information contact:
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Villa in Darband
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swimming, garden renovated, 
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Villa in Niavaran
900 sq.m land, 1000 sq.m built up, 

8 Bdrs., 7 bath rooms
3 kitchens, saloons with one suit 
for servant, Jacuzzi, swimming 
pool, outdoor / indoor parking 

$10000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Villa in Zafaranieh
brand new, 105 sq.m, 2 Bdrs. with 

one75 sq.m suit, unfurn
parking, totally $1400

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

  Villa in Elahieh
duplex, 3000 sq.m land

furn/unfurn, 500 sq.m built up 
Beautiful garden, parking 

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in
Shariti-Mirdamad

290 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., unfurn, balcony, 
fire place, parking

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Triplex Villa in Zafaranieh
1700 sq.m land, 600 sq.m

built up, 10 Bdrs., furn / unfurn
outdoor swimming pool
2-side entrances, $13000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building in Jordan
3 floors, 500 sq.m land, totally 

650 sq.m built up, swimming pool 
renovated, parking

$7000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in Darous
2 floors, 700 sq.m land

one apt 330 sq.m with 4 Bdrs.
another duplex apt 300 sq.m with 
5 Bdrs., furn, equipped kitchen, 

renovated, huge terrace
mountain view, parking

$5000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building in Zafar
3 floors, each apt 200 sq.m

clean &  nice, elevator, parking
$3800 totally

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Office in Vanak Square
administrative office license
almost new, 6 floors, 6 units

1000 sq.m flat, 4 lines elevator
roof top, cafe shop 
 10 parking spots

$40 per sq.m
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building 
in South Kamranieh

20 apts, 216 sq.m to 204 sq.m
70 Bdrs. totally, spj, gym

industrial kitchen, restaurant
driver’s room, security system

20 parking spots
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Jordan
brand new, 2th floor, 100 sq.m
2 Bdrs. furn, balcony, parking

$1500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Darous
3th floor, 115 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
furn, spj, parking, $1400 
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Duplex Villa in Zafaranieh
560 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., unfurn 
swimming pool, Jacuzzi

Storage, parking
$6000

Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Zafar
1th floor, 95 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., furn 

balcony, elevator, parking
$800

Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Dezashib
3th floor, 100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.

furn, balcony, storage, parking 
good access to subway

$1300
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Suite in Yusef Abad
63 sq.m, 1 Bdr, fully, equipped 

kitchen, renovated, yard
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Jordan
5th floor, 150 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
fully furn, parking, $1300 

Ms.Sara: 09128103207
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In 1961, when President John F. Kennedy 
called on the United States to put a man 
on the moon by the end of the decade, he 
wasn’t inspired by a curiosity about the 
moon’s formation.

Kennedy felt the intense pressure of 
the Cold War, and in the wake of Russian 
cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin becoming the first 
human in space, Kennedy called on the United 
States to “catch up to and overtake” the Soviet 
Union in the so-called space race.

“This was war by another means,” Roger 
Launius, former chief historian of NASA, 
told UPI.

Today, dozens of scientific experiments 
regularly travel to and from the International 
Space Station, and each new NASA mission 
features an array of scientific instruments and 
objectives. But during the early 1960s, NASA 
wasn’t sure if space exploration beyond near-
Earth-orbiting satellites -- let alone scientific 
exploration of the moon -- was even possible.

“The point of Apollo 11 was to meet 
Kennedy’s commitment,” said John Logsdon, 
space historian and a professor of political 
science and international affairs at George 
Washington University. “Anything else that 
would have interfered or complicated the 
success of the mission wouldn’t have been 
given priority.”

Apollo 11’s scientific mission, Logsdon 
contends, was secondary and non-essential.

“Apollo 11 went to land on the safest place 
on the moon,” Logsdon said. “It was also, 
scientifically, probably the least interesting 
place you could go.”

Mare Tranquilitatis, or the Sea of 
Tranquility, where Apollo 11 touched down 
on July 20, 1969, is one of the oldest, flattest 
lunar regions. For engineers, big, flat lunar 
plains without much differentiation are the 
best bet for safely landing spacecraft.

“But it’s not good for collecting lots of 
different kinds of rocks and soil samples,” 
Launius said.

Even if Apollo’s scientific mission was 
secondary -- an afterthought, even -- it was 
still significant.

“The science was actually huge even though 
it was not the primary goal of the mission,” 
said science journalist and space historian 

Andrew Chaikin.
In addition to setting foot on the moon, 

Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin collected 
47.5 pounds of lunar material and brought 
it back to Earth. The lunar samples allowed 
scientists to test a variety of hypotheses about 
the moon’s formation and history.

Prior to the moon landing, there was still 
some debate about whether the moon was 
a cold fossil, a frozen relic, or a planetary 
body that had experienced volcanic activity.

“The Apollo 11 samples proved without a 
doubt that the moon had been volcanically 
active,” Chaikin said.

There were even some scientists who 
argued the moon was covered in a thick 
layer of dust. The Apollo 11 astronauts, they 
predicted, would sink into the surface upon 
leaving the lander. The prediction, obviously, 
proved false.

Prior to Apollo 11, lunar scientists weren’t 
certain about much. Scientists weren’t sure 
whether the moon was young or old, or if 
it was composed of the same materials as 
Earth or something different.

The samples collected by Armstrong and 
Aldrin helped settle these basic scientific 
questions.

“Most importantly, the lunar samples 
proved the moon had underground 
differentiation, it’s materials had become 
hot enough to melt and separate into layers,” 
Chaikin said. “In the Apollo 11 samples, 
there were very small grains of anorthocite 
-- remnants of the original crust that formed 
after the molten moon first cooled.”

The Apollo 11 mission also confirmed 
the moon was indeed an ancient object 
-- its rocks as old as Earth’s -- and that it 
could be, according to Chaikin, a kind of 
“Rosetta stone for decoding the earliest 
years of the solar system.”

“The Apollo 11 samples also revealed the 
critical role large impacts play in the evolution 
of young planets and moons,” Chaikin said.

One of the things scientists first noticed 
when they got lunar rock samples under 
microscopes back on Earth was that all the 
water was gone.

“They were absolutely bone dry,” Chaikin 
said. “Scientists couldn’t find water molecules 
chemically bound to the minerals inside the 
moon rocks.”

The revelation confirmed that the moon 
had failed to hold onto any significant stores 
of volatiles, which suggested the moon was 

the product of a massive collision between 
Earth and another planetary body.

Despite the lack of water, the first moon 
rocks proved Earth and its moon shared a 
common geologic ancestry. However, isotopic 
analysis also proved the two bodies were 
distinct.

But it’s true that Apollo 11 wasn’t a scientific 
mission. The United States and its space 
agency put a man on the moon to prove that 
it could -- to demonstrate its engineering 
and technological might.

“The great legacy of Apollo was pulling this 
thing off under a deadline,” Chaikin said. “The 
country funded an experiment in how to do 
hard things with large numbers of people.”

The feat set the stage for future space 
missions.“It was a necessary step for future 
missions for which you could plan different 
activities, like scientific investigation and 
exploration,” Logsdon said. “After 11, there were 
advertised scientific objectives for each mission.”

“Each of the Apollo missions were designed 
to be more extensive and involved than the 
one before,” Launius said. “Each of those of 
missions did more than the last.”

By the time of Apollo 15, mission astronauts 
were outfitted with a lunar rover.

“Once you’ve got the lunar rover, you 
can move,” Launius said. “The Apollo 15 
astronauts traveled more than 20 miles, 
and they were able to go over to places that 
were scientifically interesting.”

While the scope of NASA’s scientific 
missions steadily increased in the wake of 
Apollo 11, the agency’s budget did not. By the 
time Armstrong and Aldrin made history, 
NASA’s budget was already falling. After 
peaking in 1965, the agency’s budget shrank 
for a decade before stabilizing.

Today, NASA is once again trying to 
manage an array of ambitious scientific space 
missions, while meeting the president’s call 
for a return to human spaceflight. Of course, 
NASA has proven it can send astronauts to 
the moon. Now, the agency wants to go to 
the moon and stay there.

“The real question is: Can we go back to 
the moon and do in a way that’s sustainable 
and cost-effective,” Chaikin said.

(Source: UPI) 

Apollo 11 at 50: Mission’s scientific 
legacy was just getting to the moon

Meteors explain Mars’ 
cloud cover

Table salt may be hiding in Europa’s 
underground sea

New research suggests the wispy clouds 
found 18 miles above the Marian surface 
are made of icy dust produced by meteors 
hitting the Red Planet’s atmosphere.

The findings -- published Monday in 
the journal Nature Geoscience -- are a 
reminder of the connection between space 
and atmospheric dynamics.

“We’re used to thinking of Earth, Mars 
and other bodies as these really self-
contained planets that determine their 
own climates,” lead researcher Victoria 
Hartwick, a graduate student in the 
University of Colorado, Boulder, said in a 
news release. “But climate isn’t independent 
of the surrounding solar system.”

For a cloud to form, water vapor must 
have something to condense onto. On 
Earth, water vapors condense onto tiny 
dust or sea salt particles. The same cloud-
starting particles aren’t available on Mars. 
The Red Planet has dust, but the particles 
aren’t blown 18 miles up into Mars’ middle 
atmosphere.

Scientists estimated meteors could 
explain the high-elevation clouds. Two 
to three dots of space debris slams into 
the Martian atmosphere everyday. When 
the bits of space rock collide with Mars’ 
atmosphere, dust explodes into the middle 
and upper layers of the atmosphere.

Researchers built a detailed simulation to 
see how space dust is incorporated into the 
Martian atmosphere. The findings showed 
meteor dust fuels Mars’ cloud formation.

“Our model couldn’t form clouds at these 
altitudes before,” Hartwick said. “But now, 
they’re all there, and they seem to be in all 
the right places.”

The clouds found in Mars’ middle 
atmosphere are small and sparse, but they 
can impact Mars’ climate. The research 
showed the clouds can trigger temperature 
swings. By studying Mars’ clouds and its 
atmospheric dynamics, researchers might 
be able to accurately model the evolution 
of the Red Planet’s atmosphere.

(Source: UPI) 

What flavors our food may also season the 
sea of Jupiter’s moon Europa.

Sulfate salts were thought to lurk in the 
watery ocean under the moon’s icy crust. 
But data from the Hubble Space Telescope 
suggest that common table salt dominates 
the sea’s chemistry, researchers report June 
12 in Science Advances.

“This could mean that the ocean 
chemistry is more similar to what we’re used 
to on Earth and what we see at Enceladus, 
which is an ocean moon of Saturn,” says 
Samantha Trumbo, a graduate student in 
planetary sciences at Caltech.

The scientists surveyed Europa’s chaos 
terrain, or regions where the surface ice has 
been heavily disrupted, possibly by material 
swelling up from below. “If anywhere was 
going to represent the internal composition, 
it would be these places,” Trumbo says.

Data from the Galileo mission in 
the 1990s had suggested a hidden sea 
containing salts, suspected to be sulfates. 
But later studies on infrared light reflected 

from Europa failed to find chemical 
signatures for sulfates originating in the 
ocean. New data from Hubble homed in 
on Europa’s visible spectrum and revealed 
that the chaos terrain of one of the moon’s 
hemispheres contains the fingerprint of 
irradiated sodium chloride.

When electrons crash into sodium 
chloride, as is thought to happen on Europa, 
the collision ejects chloride ions. Electrons 
fill these vacancies in the salt, changing its 
color from white to a yellowish hue. That 
color matches what’s seen in some of the 
moon’s rough patches.

Liquid water is thought to be essential 
for life. If Europa’s ocean turns out to be 
more similar to Earth’s than was thought, 
that could raise tantalizing questions 
about the moon’s ability to support life. 
“People think that, if there were a place 
elsewhere in the solar system where there 
might be life, Europa is a candidate,” 
Trumbo says.

(Source: sciencenews.org)

How canines capture your 
heart: scientists explain 
puppy dog eyes
In a project that has all the makings of a Roald Dahl classic, 
scientists have hit on an answer to the mystery of how man’s 
best friend got its puppy dog eyes.

The sad, imploring expression held such power over humans 
during 33,000 years of canine domestication that the preference 
for dogs that could pull off the look steered the evolution of their 
facial muscles, researchers have said.

The result is that dogs gradually acquired a new forehead 
muscle named the levator anguli oculi medialis, or LAOM, and have 
used it to deploy the doleful look to devastating effect ever since.

“They are very powerful animals in how they capture our 
hearts,” said Prof Bridget Waller, the director of the Centre for 
Comparative and Evolutionary Psychology at the University of 
Portsmouth. “We pay a lot of attention to faces, they are meaningful 
to us, and this expression makes dogs look juvenile and sad. It 
induces a nurturing response. It’s a cute factor.”

Puppy dog eyes are achieved by the LAOM raising the inner 
eyebrows, in some cases quite dramatically. The movement makes 
the eyes look larger and the face more babyish. Humans use 
different muscles to produce a similar expression when they are 
sad, which may explain why it brings out the caregiver in people.

To investigate how the look developed in dogs, the UK-US 
research team acquired wolf and dog cadavers from taxidermists 
and US state organizations and dissected their heads to compare 
the facial muscles. No animals were killed for the research.

Dissections of six dogs – a chihuahua, a labrador, a bloodhound, 
a German shepherd, a Siberian husky and a mongrel – found all 
had the LAOM muscle. But in the four grey wolves studied, the 
muscle was missing, save for a few scant muscle fibers. Since 
all dogs are derived from wolves, the comparison suggests the 
LAOM arose in the domestication process.

Only one other difference was noted in the head dissections. 
A muscle called the retractor anguli oculi lateralis (RAOL), 
which pulls the eyelids out towards the ears, was less prominent 
in wolves than dogs. The Siberian husky, one of the most 
ancient breeds, was the only dog found to lack the RAOL 
muscle, according to the report in the journal Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences.

After establishing that dogs and wolves have different muscles 
around the eyes, the researchers filmed the animals to see how 
their expressions varied. They filmed nine wolves in two different 
animal parks, and 27 dogs, mostly Staffordshire bull terriers, in 
shelters across the UK. The footage was reviewed by a trained 
specialist who was not told about the scientists’ hypothesis. The 
specialist recorded when the animals made the puppy dog eyes 
expression, and rated its intensity on a five-point scale.

Dogs pulled the doleful face far more frequently than wolves, 
but the most striking finding was the intensity of the expressions. 
While dogs and wolves both produced “low intensity” expressions, 
only dogs appear to have weaponised the look and achieved what 
the scientists classified as “high intensity expressions”.

The look has a real impact. In a previous study, Waller showed 
that the more dogs deployed the expression, the faster they were 
rehomed from shelters. In that regard, puppy dog eyes were more 
effective than tail wagging or the speed at which dogs bounded 
over to visiting humans.

Waller does not believe dogs originally produced the expression 
to win humans over. More likely, she said, is that animals that 
happened to deploy puppy dog eyes tapped into a response humans 
had evolved over millennia of living in large groups, where reading 
facial expressions was crucial.

(Source: The Guardian) 

Used SpaceX rocket launches 
three Earth imaging 
satellites into orbit

SpaceX used a previously launched rocket to carry a trio of Earth-
observing satellites into space last week.

In March, a two-stage Falcon 9 rocket was used to launch the 
SpaceX Demo-1 mission, the first orbital test of the Crew Dragon 
spacecraft. On Wednesday, the reusable rocket blasted-off from 
California’s Vandenberg Air Force Base with a payload featuring 
three Canadian Space Agency satellites.

The so-called Radarsat Constellation Mission’s three satellites 
will be used to image planet Earth in radio-wavelength light. 
The Radarsat program began in 1995. The program’s inaugural 
satellite operated from 1995 through 2013. Radarsat-2 has 
been orbiting Earth since December 2007. The new satellites 
will form a Radarsat foursome. The three satellites will orbit 
Earth at an altitude of 370 miles.

According to a press release from SpaceX, the new C-band 
Synthetic Aperture Radar satellites will aid the Canadian 
government’s maritime surveillance abilities, as well as its ecosystem 
and climate change monitoring efforts. The satellites’ images will 
also prove useful to disaster relief efforts.

“Built by MDA, a Maxar company, the three-satellite 
configuration of the RCM will provide daily revisits of Canada’s 
vast territory and maritime approaches, including the Arctic up 
to 4 times a day, as well as daily access to any point of 90 percent 
of the world’s surface,” SpaceX wrote.

Images collected by the satellites will be used to map the North 
Atlantic, the Arctic Ocean and the Great Lakes, as well as to 
develop climate models useful to farmers.

According to NASASpaceFlight.com, the satellites can produce 
images at resolutions between 16 and 164 feet and boasting widths 
of 12 to 218 miles.

(Source: UPI)

Scientists have found evidence a strange group of quantum particles are basically immortal
Nothing lasts forever. Humans, planets, stars, galaxies, 
maybe even the Universe itself, everything has an expiration 
date. But things in the quantum realm don’t always follow 
the rules. Now, scientists have found that quasiparticles 
in quantum systems could be effectively immortal.

That doesn’t mean they don’t decay, which is 
reassuring. But once these quasiparticles have decayed, 
they are able to reorganise themselves back into existence, 
possibly ad infinitum.

This seemingly flies right in the face of the second law of 
thermodynamics, which asserts that entropy in an isolated 
system can only move in an increasing direction: things 
can only break down, not build back up again.

Of course, quantum physics can get weird with the rules; 
but even quantum scientists didn’t know quasiparticles 

were weird in this particular manner.
“Until now, the assumption was that quasiparticles 

in interacting quantum systems decay after a certain 
time,” said physicist Frank Pollman of the Technical 
University of Munich.

“We now know that the opposite is the case: strong 
interactions can even stop decay entirely.”

Quasiparticles aren’t particles the way we typically think 
of them, like electrons and quarks. Rather, they’re the 
disturbances or excitations in a solid caused by electrical 
or magnetic forces that, collectively, behave like particles.

Phonons - the discrete units of vibrational energy that 
oscillate the atoms in a crystal lattice, for example - are 
often classified as quasiparticles, as are polarons, electrons 
trapped in a lattice surrounded by a cloud of polarisation.

The researchers involved with this latest study developed 
numerical methods for calculating the complex interactions 
of these quasiparticles, and ran simulations on a powerful 
computer to observe how they decay.

“The result of the elaborate simulation: admittedly, 
quasiparticles do decay, however new, identical 
particle entities emerge from the debris,” said 
physicist Ruben Verresen of the Technical University 
of Munich and the Max Planck Institute for the 
Physics of Complex Systems.

“If this decay proceeds very quickly, an inverse reaction 
will occur after a certain time and the debris will converge 
again. This process can recur endlessly and a sustained 
oscillation between decay and rebirth emerges.”

(Source: sciencealert.com)
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TEHRAN — Iranian 
President Hassan 

Rouhani on Tuesday inaugurated a 
new passenger terminal within the 
Imam Khomeini International Airport 
in southern Tehran. 

The domestically-constructed “Salam 
Terminal” has a capacity to transport 
five million passengers per year and is 
planned to operate both domestic and 
international flights, Mehr reported. 

The president, accompanied by a 
delegation, visited different parts of 
the terminal before performing the 
inauguration ceremony.

Addressing the ceremony, Rouhani 
said, “I am glad that today, in the wake 
of the toughest economic sanctions, we 
have achieved a success in the air industry 
of the country.” 

“The people of Iran will disappoint the 
enemies by being hopeful and fervent, 
preventing them from reaching their 
goals,” ikac.ir quoted Rouhani as saying. 

“Despite all hardships and pressures 
that the enemies have imposed on us 
with the aim of convincing our people 
that the country’s development has 
stopped and the people are hopeless 
about the future, we are witnessing new 
developments in the economy of the 
country every day.”

“The opening of this terminal is 
different from other economic projects; 
it means cooperation and unity among 
different sectors in completing such an 
important social, economic and cultural 
project,” the president explained. 

Referring to tourism as a key goal of the 
government, Rouhani said, “Development 
of the country’s air industry is the best 

and easiest way for the development of 
the tourism industry”.

“Today, we are able to provide 
other countries with services in many 
technical and engineering fields, in a way 
that officials of foreign countries state 
in bilateral meetings that the Iranian 
companies’ quality and pace are so much 
better than other countries,” he said.

IKAC CEO Ali Rostami’s talk in 

the ceremony, defined domestic 
development of the gigantic structure, 
saying: “The terminal was designed 
and built by an Iranian expert team 
under the sanctioned conditions of the 
country and the Salam International 
Terminal has been set up completely 
by domestic firms.” 

“Today, despite sanctions and 
pressures, our airplanes and air industry 

is working; this is normal for a country 
that has no problem buying airliners and 
maintenance parts, but in our country, 
we are achieving that under pressures 
and problems.”

On June 8, the terminal was fully 
passed the test Operational Readiness 
and Airport Transfer (ORAT) to ensure 
a smart and streamlined operational 
readiness preparation. 

Currently, IKIA only carries out 
international flights. But plans are 
underway to transfer a portion of domestic 
flights to Imam Khomeini International 
Airport after the inauguration of Salam 
Terminal.

IKIA has been distinguished as the 
third fastest-growing major airport in the 
world, Mehr reported. “Reportedly, plans 
are underway to add another terminal 
to the airport.” 

Back in May, Kjell Kloosterziel, 
the head of steering committee at the 
Netherlands Airport Consultants (NACO), 
paid a visit to the passenger terminal, 
saying that he felt it has been a success.

The Salaam International Terminal 
is a successful project for the country’s 
airport industry and “I think you 
can be only proud of your country,” 
Kloosterziel said.

Imam Khomeini International Airport 
registered 47,446 takeoffs and landings 
in the last Iranian fiscal year that ended 
March 20, 2019 to register a 19% decline. 
Over 7.27 million passengers and around 
141,704 tons of cargos were transported 
from the airport during the period to be 
ranked third on the list of Iran’s busiest 
airports. The figures show a 19% and 
14% decline year on year.

H E R I T A G E
d e s k

T O U R I S M
d e s k

Iranian president inaugurates 
new airport terminal 

Meybod worthy of being 
world city for Zilou, 
WCC-APR director says 

TEHRAN — World Crafts Council-Asia Pacific 
Region Director Ghada Hijavi has said that 

Iran’s Meybod deserves bearing the tile “World City for Zilou”, 
which the council bestowed it in 2018. 

“The people’s love and affection for the art of Zilou-weaving 
and their efforts to preserve this art makes it possible to survive 
the title for the city,” she said.

“In the workshops that I visited, women were active… and 
this presence and activity should be continued in the light of 
holding training courses and the development of workshops.” 

Hijavi attended a major festival of Zilou, which the oasis city 
hosted from June 13 to 17. Zilou is a traditional type of floor 
covering usually in blue and white. 

According to the Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism 
Organization, Iran’s exports of handicrafts fetched some $289 
million in the past Iranian year 1397 (ended March 20), showing 
three percent growth year on year. 

Turkey, Russia vow to 
increase mutual tourism
Russia and Turkey agreed on June 17 to expand cooperation in 
tourism and strengthen cultural ties at the opening of a joint 
festival in St. Petersburg.

Speaking at a news conference in St. Petersburg, Turkey’s 
Vice Consul General Taner Arican noted that Russia sends the 
most tourists to Turkey every year.

Last year, six million Russian tourists came to Turkey, with 
20% from- St. Petersburg, Arican said, opening an international 
festival “Saint Petersburg-Turkey”.

“Turks like and know Saint Petersburg as an extremely beau-
tiful city with its centuries-old history. We respect its culture 
and traditions. Thanks to such events as this festival, we hope 
to develop our cooperation and get to know each other more 
closely,” he said.

Arican said the “Saint Petersburg - Turkey” festival included 
a photo contest on “Petersburg through the eyes of the Turks. 
Istanbul through the eyes of the Russians,” as well as a photo 
exhibition, a performance of Turkish shadow theater “Karagoz”, 
and a cross-exhibition of Russian and Turkish artists in St. Pe-
tersburg and Istanbul.

Also, in the framework of the festival, an information desk 
on St. Petersburg was opened in Ankara.

(Source: Hurriyet daily news)

 Grimeton Radio Station 
A UNESCO World Heritage, the Varberg Radio Station at 
Grimeton in southern Sweden is an exceptionally well-preserved 
monument to early wireless transatlantic communication. 

The property consists of the transmitter equipment, in-
cluding the aerial system of six 127-m high steel towers. 

Located on the Swedish west coast, it lies within the 
“great circle” – an area without obstacles to radio waves – 
that is centered on New York, the hub of the transatlantic 
transmitting system. 

The station property consists of the transmitter equip-
ment, including the aerial system with six enormous steel 
towers each 127 meters high, buildings housing the original 
Alexanderson transmitter, and short-wave transmitters with 
their antennae, as well as a residential area with staff housing. 

The station’s main buildings, built in the neoclassical style, 
were designed by architect Carl Akerblad, and the antenna 
towers – the tallest constructions in Sweden at that time – were 
designed by structural engineer Professor Henrik Kreuger. 

Although the station is no longer in regular use, its equip-
ment is maintained in operating condition. This property 
is an outstanding illustration of the development of tele-
communications. It stands as a testimony to the earliest 
part of a new era of communications.

The Grimeton Radio Station, which is still fully opera-
tional, retains all the significant elements linked to early 
wireless telecommunication, including the pre-electronic 
Alexanderson transmitter equipment housed in its neoclas-
sical building as well as the comprehensive aerial system 
with towers and antennae.

(Source: UNESCO) 
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Iranian President Hassan Rouhani delivers a speech at the inauguration ceremony of 
“Salam Terminal” in the Imam Khomeini International Airport, June 18, 2019. 

TEHRAN — Iranian researchers have 
so far explored some 500 meters of an 

underground cave, found in Barzok region of Kashan 
county, Isfahan province. 

“Up to the moment, between 500 and 600 meters from 
this beautiful cave, which has corridors and various spac-
es, has been revealed, however, access to other spaces is 
not possible due to narrow paths,” a local academic said, 
IRNA reported on Monday.  

The cave, which was accidentally found beneath a resi-
dential house, has four paths that are extended some 100 
to 150 meters in length. The paths are mainly oriented 
towards the Barzok Marjanan mountain, Mohammad 
Mashhadi-Noushabadi said.

“Of other sections of the cave are four rooms each meas-
uring four to five meters in length and width. Approximate 
height of one of which reaches 10 meters,” he said. 

He also noted that water is found in some parts of the 
cave, adding that the presence of speleothems in various 
shapes and colors, especially stalactites and stalagmites of 
calcareous sediments, bestow special beauty to the cave. 

Speleothems commonly known as cave formations, are 
secondary mineral deposits formed in a cave. Speleothems 
typically form in limestone or dolomite solutional caves.

According to a survey conducted by the Archaeology 
Department of the University of Kashan, no human-re-
lated phenomena and factors have been detected in the 
cave; as a result, all the existing elements are estimated 
to be natural, he concluded.

The ancient Kashan county is one of tourist attractions 
in Iran, which many travelers opt to pass on their journeys 
between Tehran, Isfahan, Shiraz and Yazd. The county is 
sprawled on the edge of the Dasht-e Kavir, a large desert 
lying in the middle of the Iranian plateau.

Underground cave found in central Iran 

Summer barbecue just got a whole lot 
tastier.

Reynolds Wrap is looking for someone 
to travel across the United States in search 
of the tastiest ribs. If the savory barbecue 
wasn’t enough, they’re also handing out 
a $10,000 check to go along with it.

“If you don’t mind being paid to taste 
some of the most delicious BBQ ribs across 

the country, posting envy-inducing pic-
tures of your food and falling asleep every 
night dreaming about your next rack of 
ribs, then you could have what it takes 
to be the next Reynolds Wrap® Chief 
Grilling Officer,” the company states in 
a news release.

The person chosen will travel across 
the country for the first two weeks of 

August in search of the best barbecue 
in America. Along the way, the CGO will 
be in charge of posting photos, grilling 
techniques and other multimedia on 
the company’s website and social me-
dia channels.

An influencer for rib lovers, basically.
The position includes prepaid travel 

and lodging for you and a guest. The 

hardest part will be picking who goes 
with you.

Those interested in applying need to 
submit a photo of themselves grilling 
along with 100 words about why they 
would be the best fit for the position. 
Apply by Wednesday, June 19, at mid-
night CT on the Reynolds Wrap website.

(Source: CNN) 

Wanted: Someone to eat ribs and travel the country. Salary: $5000 a week 

Modern hyenas are known as hunters and scavengers 
in Asian and African ecosystems such as the savanna.

But in ancient times, these powerful carnivores 
also roamed a very different landscape, inhabiting 
the frigid Arctic during the last Ice Age, according to 
a new study led by the University at Buffalo.

The research, which will be published on June 18 
in the journal Open Quaternary, reports on the first 
known fossils of hyenas from the Arctic. The study and 
all information in this press release are embargoed 
until 6 a.m. U.S. Eastern Time on Tuesday, June 18.

The study reveals that two ice age fossil teeth dis-
covered in Yukon Territory in Canada belonged to 
the so-called “running hyena” Chasmaporthetes. The 
specimens, recovered in the 1970s, were tentatively 
thought to be from hyenas by previous paleontologists, 
but the new paper is the first to confirm the fossils’ 
identity and report on them in detail, assigning them 
a genus based on comparisons to a global sample of 
hyena fossils.

The findings fill an important gap in scientists’ 
knowledge of how hyenas reached North America. 
Previously, Chasmaporthetes fossils had been found as 
far north as Mongolia in Asia and the southern United 
States in North America, with no sites in between.

“Fossils of this genus of hyenas had been found in 
Africa, Europe and Asia, and also in the southern United 
States. But where and how did these animals get to 
North America? The teeth we studied, even though they 
were just two teeth, start to answer those questions,” 
says paleontologist Jack Tseng, Ph.D., the paper’s first 
author and an assistant professor of pathology and 
anatomical sciences in the Jacobs School of Medicine 
and Biomedical Sciences at UB.

 How hyenas got to North America
Ancient hyenas likely entered North America via 

Beringia, an area, including Alaska and Yukon Ter-
ritory, that connects Asia with North America during 
periods of low sea levels. From there, the animals made 
their way south all the way to Mexico, scientists say.

The newly described fossils are important in part 
because they provide the first proof of ancient hyenas 
living in Beringia.

“It is amazing to imagine hyenas thriving in the harsh 
conditions above the Arctic Circle during the ice age,” 
says study co-author Grant Zazula, Ph.D., Government 
of Yukon paleontologist. “Chasmaporthetes probably 
hunted herds of ice age caribou and horses or scavenged 
carcasses of mammoths on the vast steppe-tundra that 
stretched from Siberia to Yukon Territory.”

“Our previous understanding of where these far-rang-
ing hyenas lived was based on fossil records in southern 
North America on one hand, and Asia, Europe and 
Africa on the other,” Tseng says. “These rare records 
of hyenas in the Arctic fill in a massive gap in a location 
where we expected evidence of their crossing between 
continents, but had no proof until now.”

The fossil teeth are most likely between about 1.4 

million and 850,000 years old, with ages more likely 
closer to the older figure, according to the research-
ers’ analysis. But the first hyenas crossed into North 
America long before that, as the earliest known hye-
na fossils on the continent date back about 5 million 
years, Tseng says.

  Enigmatic fossil teeth identified
The fossil teeth were collected in the 1970s during 

paleontological expeditions in the remote Old Crow 
River region in northern Yukon Territory. One tooth 
was discovered by Richard “Dick” Harington, Gerry 
Fitzgerald and Charlie Thomas, and the other by Brenda 
Beebe and William Irving.

The specimens—tucked away in the collections of 
the Canadian Museum of Nature in the Ottawa, Ontario 
area—are among 50,000 other fossils recovered from 
the area over the last century.

The identity of the fossil teeth remained an enigma 
until they captured Tseng’s attention, sparked by the 
re-discovery of decades-old notes by study co-author 
Lars Werdelin, paleontologist in the Swedish Museum 
of Natural History.

Tseng drove to Ottawa from Buffalo in February 2019 
to view the specimens. As an expert on the evolution 
and fossil record of hyenas, he was able to identify 
the teeth as belonging to the genus Chasmaporthetes.

Though there are only four living species of hyena 
today (three bone-crushing species, plus the ant-eating 
aardwolf), ancient hyenas had a diverse family his-
tory, with many dozens of species found in localities 
spanning the Northern Hemisphere.

Hyenas disappeared from North America before 
the first people arrived. Although the reasons for this 
extinction between 1 and 0.5 million years ago remain 
unclear, it is possible that the animals’ bone-crush-
ing, scavenging niche was replaced by the impressive 
short-faced bear Arctodus simus, which lived across 
North America until the end of the ice age about 12,000 
years ago.

(Source: phys.org) 

Fossil teeth reveal ancient hyenas in the Arctic

This Ice Age fossil tooth -- tucked away for years in 
the collections of the Canadian Museum of Nature 
-- belonged to the ‘running hyena’ Chasmaporthetes, 
according to a new University at Buffalo-led study. 

WCC-APR Director Ghada Hijavi visits a crafts workshop 
in Iran’s Meybod, June 17, 2019. 



Nature provides you great options to cool 
down your body during hot days of summer. 
Being outdoors more often—and sweat-
ing—increases risk for health problems 
such as dehydration, skin sensitivities, and 
vitamin and mineral deficiencies. 

But the good news is that there is a 
delicious solution for it. Eat and use in-sea-
son fruits. Their nutrients are highest in 
summer. 

Here is some suggestions proposed 
by the Iranian expert Nasrin Haj Seyyed 
Javadi of the National Nutrition and Food 
Technology Research Institute, according 
to Shafaonline website.

  Sip on cooling drink
Summer inspires us to sip more water 

and other drinks. Drinking hydrate, refresh 
and cool down our bodies.

In hot season, syrups and drinks made 
from lemon, flixweed seed, sekanjebin 
(made from vinegar and mint), chicory 
extract (Kasni) as well as low-fat milk, 
doogh and other natural fruit juices are 
great options, which make you feel cool.

 Meat vs. grains
Decrease the consumption of meat 

during summer and replace it with grains 
like lentil, beans, split peas and chickpea, 
which makes you feel full longer.

The number of meals should be increased 
in order to decrease their volume.

Remember that foods that contain more 
fat, protein and complex carbohydrates 
heat the body up while digesting that food. 

The temperature difference of cold foods 
have an initial cooling effect, but when your 
body starts digesting the food or drink, 
your body temperature rises as your body 
produces energy to digest what you have 
eaten or drunk.

  Dairy 
Dairy especially yoghurt is a good re-

placement for meat as well. Yoghurt is a 
great combination of protein, calcium and 
carbohydrates, which has active microor-
ganisms improving body immunity system.

Date, honey, sweet foods as well as some 
spices like pepper increase body activity 
and provides warmth to your entire body.

Interestingly enough, chilies actually 
cool us down through evaporative cooling 
by enhancing circulation and causing us 
to perspire.

  Yoghurt and cucumber 
The mixture is one of the good option 

for a meal during summer. You can add 
herbs, walnut and raisin to it and use it 
as a dip with traditional bread.

  Bread, cheese and watermelon
As a meal, it is a great choice for those 

with warm temperament. 
  Bread, cheese, cucumber and 

tomato 
It is one of the most appropriate options 

for hot season, which can be great with 
some scallion and dried mint.

  Limit caffeine and carbonated 
soft drinks

Foods with cold temperament makes 
your body cool down. Carbonated soft 
drinks and drinks like coffee should be 
limited during summer. Although tea is 
an exception due to its cold temperament, 
which cools the body.

Green tea with summer fruit flavor 
would be the best choice.

 Magic fruits and herbs in summer
Different herbs and fruits are available 

during summer. They can be used fresh 
as a salad.

Carrot, watermelon, melon and peach 
are great options, which can provide water 
for body as well as fibers.

Watermelon and melon has a small 
amount of energy but great amount of 
water. Composed of 32 percent water, 
watermelon is considered as a detox food.

Like melon and watermelon, grape de-
toxify your blood brings you freshness. 
With high amount of sugar, it is a good 
option to provide energy in hot weather.

Cherry, fig, peach and apricot are other 
fruits that can be used during hot weather.

Most of them have laxative nature and 
they contain low calories. 

Have you ever thought someone had touched your left arm 
when, in fact, they had reached for your right one? Scientists 
know this phenomenon as a phantom sensation, and it may 
help shed light on how the human brain processes touch.

Have you ever experienced a phantom sensation? A new 
study begins to unravel the mystery.

The human brain holds many mysteries, and this is illus-
trated most clearly by the existence of a range of phenomena, 
such as phantom limb pain. This particular phenomenon 
occurs when a person believes they can detect pain or oth-
er tactile sensations in a limb that they have lost through 
amputation.

Some people experience tactile hallucinations, in which 
they mistakenly believe they feel a sensation when, in fact, 
no factors could have induced it.

Tactile hallucinations usually occur in individuals liv-
ing with a psychological condition, such as schizophrenia. 
However, people who are entirely mentally and physically 
healthy can also experience a similar phenomenon.

For instance, when a person receives a touch on their left 
hand, they may believe that they felt this touch in their left 
foot or vice versa. Scientists call this a phantom sensation, 
and researchers are still puzzled as to why this phenome-
non occurs.

In a new study, whose findings appear in Current Biol-
ogy, a team of researchers from New York University and 
the Universities of Hamburg and Bielefeld in Germany ex-
plain in more detail what characterizes phantom sensations. 

They argue that a better understanding of this phenomenon 
could help specialists decipher similar mysteries, including 
phantom limb pain.

“The limitations of the previous explanations for how 
and where our brain processes touch become apparent when 
it comes to individuals who have had parts of their bodies 
amputated or suffer from neurological diseases,” notes study 
coauthor Prof. Tobias Heed. He emphasizes that to this day, 
scientists know surprisingly little about how the human 
brain processes the sensation of touch.

“People who have had a hand or a leg amputated often report 
phantom sensations in these limbs,” Prof. Heed observes. 

“But where exactly does this false perception come from?”
 A changing understanding of brain processes

“Previously, scientists thought that our conscious percep-
tion of where a touch occurred stems from a topographical 
map in the brain. Following this assumption, parts of the 
body, such as the hands, feet, or the face are represented 
on this map,” says Prof. Heed.

However, this new study, which focuses on fully healthy 
participants, indicates that the way the brain attributes sen-
sations of touch is much more complicated.

“Our new findings [...] demonstrate that other charac-
teristics of touch are also used to attribute a touch to parts 
of the body,” Prof. Heed notes.

In the current study, the investigators conducted five dif-
ferent experiments, each of which involved the collaboration 
of between 12 and 20 healthy adults. In each experiment, 
the participants agreed to have tactile stimulators attached 
to their hands and feet.

The researchers used these stimulators to generate touch 
sensations in two different parts of the body in quick succes-
sion and then asked the participants to report where they 
had felt the touches. Prof. Heed and team repeated this test 
several hundred times for each participant.

“Remarkably, in 8% of all cases, subjects attributed the 
first touch to a part of the body that had not even been 
touched — this is a kind of phantom sensation,” says lead 
author Stephanie Badde.

(source: medical news today) 
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TEHRAN — The list 
of traditional and herb-

al medicines approved by the Iranian 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
will be published by the end of the Ira-
nian month of Tir (July 22), said the 
director of FDA’s department for natural 
and traditional supplements. 

According to Mahnaz Khanavi, the list 
will be available to the public after its 
completion, IRIB reported on Sunday.

“80% of the traditional medicines 
and 50% of herbal medicines are now 
on the list, and the rest will be added by 
the end of Tir,” said Khanavi.

“All the traditional and natural sup-
plements that have received license for 
production or being imported into the 
country, will be on this list and if any 
new items are to be added, they first 
need to be examined by the council; if 
any supplement already exist we won’t 
issue permit for their production or im-
port,” she added.

“The list of all natural and traditional 
medicines and food supplements are al-

ready available on the FDA’s website and 
the list is updated every three months, 
but the new list will be an official docu-
ment and guideline to the public, with 
the history and facts about every item,” 
said Khanavi. 

In mid-April, the national council for 
science and technology development 
of medicinal and aromatic plants and 
traditional medicine announced that it 
supports over 170 innovative products 
in over 150 knowledge-based companies. 

Meanwhile, the vice president for sci-
ence and technology Sourena Sattari has 
announced that 170 knowledge-based 
companies active in medical herb indus-
try are influential in value-added chain.

According to the World Health Or-
ganization, traditional herbal medicines 
are naturally occurring, plant-derived 
substances with minimal or no industrial 
processing that have been used to treat 
illness within local or regional healing 
practices. Traditional herbal medicines 
are getting significant attention in global 
health debates.

FDA to publish list of approved 
traditional medicines

TEHRAN — Erwin 
Bollinger, Attorney, 

LLM, Head of Bilateral Economic Relations 
Division and Federal Council Delegate for 
Trade Agreements along with other repre-
sentatives from the Swiss Embassy paid a 
visit to MAHAK, a charity society dedicated to 
treating pediatric cancer in Iran, on Sunday.

After the tour around MAHAK hospi-
tal, a meeting was held with the presence 
of the CEO of MAHAK and members of 
MAHAK’s boards of trustees and direc-
tors along with representatives from the 
Ministry of Health and Medical Education, 
Iran-Swiss Chamber of commerce and the 
Swiss Embassy in Iran.

At the beginning of the meeting Javad 
Karbassizaheh, the chairman of MAHAK’s 
board of directors welcomed the Swiss dele-
gation and appreciated their concern about 
cancer-stricken children.

Bollinger, after listening to an introduc-
tion regarding the achievements of MAHAK 
Charity during the past 28 years, said: “Thank 
you for providing us with the opportunity 
of having this visit. I’m impressed with all 

which is occurring here.” 
He appreciated MAHAK’s notion of 

supporting all cancer-stricken children 
regardless of their nationality and ethnic-
ity and added:” You do great activities here. 
Thank you for this wonderful hospital.” 

In addition, he praised MAHAK for its 
achievements which have made it stand out 
and become the destination which is being 
visited by important international figures 
such as the President of the Swiss Confeder-
ation, Mr. Johann N. Schneider-Ammann, 
in 2016.

Later, a discussion was opened regarding 
the challenges that MAHAK is dealing with 
for procuring the required medication to 
treat cancer-stricken children. In the end, 
Bollinger stated: “We look forward to the 
day when a channel is established for trans-
forming goods to Iran.”

In the final part of the meeting, the two 
parties hoped for more collaboration in near 
future and looked forward to finding ways 
to obviate all the unpleasant matters which 
hinder the process of supporting and treating 
cancer-stricken children.

Swiss Embassy representatives 
visit MAHAK

Cool down with eating and 
drinking during heat waves

By  Setareh Behroozi

Iran exports medicine to 30 
countries

TEHRAN — Iranian medicines are exported 
to 30 countries, announced the acting director 

of Food and Drug Administration.
Mohammadreza Shanesaz said a special department for “national 

production” might be opened in Food and Drug Administration 
to further support the domestic production of medicines, ISNA 
reported on Monday. 

“The necessary paperwork for establishing this department 
is being prepared. Anyway, we have to expand our support for 
local producers and knowledge-based companies to smooth out 
this process,” Shanesaz remarked.

According to Shanesaz, Currently, 120 factories in the country 
produce medicine and 70 factories produce raw pharmaceutical 
materials. There are also 56 distributing companies and 12,000 
pharmacies all around the country. 

“Fortunately, we have now the capacity to produce any new 
medicine that are deemed necessary in only two years,” he said. 

According to Shanesaz, the Health Ministry has decided for 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to open a “base” in 
the ministry. 

“The FDA base can constantly screen the inventory of medi-
cines and raw materials, so that no problem will arise. This office 
will also expedite the process of supplying and distributing the 
pharmaceuticals,” he added. 

In January, the vice president for science and technology 
Sourena Sattari announced that Knowledge-based companies 
meet about 97 percent of the domestic market’s need to medicine 
which saves $550 million for the country. 

Decrease the consumption of meat during 
summer and replace it with grains like 
lentil, beans, split peas and chickpea, 

which makes you feel full longer.
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When healthy eating becomes 
a dangerous obsession
When eating healthy becomes an around-the-clock obsession, it 
could be a sign of trouble.

An extreme preoccupation with clean eating is an eating order 
called orthorexia nervosa. Though less well-known than anorexia 
nervosa or bulimia -- and not as well-documented -- a new study 
review says orthorexia can also have serious emotional and physical 
consequences.

“Orthorexia is really more than just healthy eating,” said review 
co-author Jennifer Mills, an associate professor of health at York 
University in Toronto. “It’s healthy eating taken to the extreme, 
where it’s starting to cause problems for people in their lives and 
starting to feel quite out of control.”

The review of published research from around the world on the 
disorder was recently published in the journal Appetite.

Mills and her colleague Sarah McComb looked at risk factors and 
links between orthorexia and other mental disorders. Orthorexia, 
unlike some other eating disorders, is not yet recognized in the 
standard psychiatric manuals.

 Healthy eating to the extreme
No clear line divides healthy eating from orthorexia’s extreme 

eating.
The foods someone with orthorexia might avoid are the same 

as those someone with healthy habits might avoid -- such as pre-
servatives, anything artificial, salt, sugar, fat, dairy, other animal 
products, genetically modified foods or those that aren’t organic.

It boils down to whether avoiding foods leads to obsession -- 
excessive time and energy thinking and fretting about what to eat. 
Some people may eliminate numerous categories of food and eat 
only a very small number of things. People with orthorexia are typ-
ically less concerned about cutting calories than with the perceived 
quality of their food.

“They often are taking more and more time thinking about the 
foods they’re needing to purchase, particular foods, that makes it 
really difficult for them to just live their lives,” said Lauren Smolar, 
who wasn’t involved with the review. She is director of programs 
for the nonprofit National Eating Disorders Association (NEDA). 
“It can result in malnutrition or weight loss in a really difficult and 
potentially dangerous way.”

A person with orthorexia might be so focused on types of food 
and how that food is prepared that it becomes impossible to eat 
anything not made at home.

“It can lead to all kinds of related problems, like isolation, or not 
being able to eat at other people’s houses or not being able to eat 
in a restaurant for fear that the food won’t have been prepared in a 
very pure, clean way,” Mills said. “Those are the kinds of things that 
might lead someone to feel that it’s taking over their life.”

Cultural trends could be fueling those fears, Mills said. With the 
internet and social media, people have unlimited access to informa-
tion -- some of it good and some not based on scientific evidence.

Eating trends that restrict certain foods are concerning, said 
Smolar, who added that dieting is one of the biggest triggers for 
eating disorders. All foods are good in moderation, she said, and 
a diverse diet is best.

Though many think of eating disorders as a problem affecting 
young women, orthorexia appears to be experienced equally by 
men and women, the study found.

People who follow a vegan or vegetarian diet or who have a poor 
body image are at a higher risk.

For some, the underlying cause is another eating disorder, and 
clean eating is seen as a socially acceptable way to restrict calories, 
Mills said. For others, obsessive-compulsive or anxiety disorder 
may manifest in the need to eat in this very rigid way.

“In that sense it is very similar to what we see in other kinds of 
obsessive-compulsive disorder, where somebody might be afraid 
that they’re going to get sick or they’re going to be getting exposed 
to germs if they don’t wash their hands enough or if they don’t do 
something in a very particular way,” Mills said.

 Getting help
Orthorexia should be taken seriously, Mills said. Talk to your 

primary care doctor about any concerns. Meeting with a psychologist 
who specializes in anxiety disorders, eating disorders or body image 
also can be helpful, she said.

 (Source: WebMD)

Phantom sensations: The mystery of how brains process touch
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S O C I E T Y
d e s k TEHRAN — Desertifica-

tion and land degradation 
are seriously threatening our planet and lives 
of millions of people accordingly. 

Iran is also becoming more vulnerable 
to desertification and currently, according 
to the Forests, Range and Watershed Man-
agement Organization, 100 million hectares 
of the country’s land area is threatened by 
desertification. 

Iran, being an arid and semi-arid country, 
has lower precipitation and higher evapora-
tion rate compared to world averages which 
both increase the country’s vulnerability to 
land degradation and desertification, Khosro 
Shahbazi deputy director for aquifer manage-
ment at the Forests, Range and Watershed 
Management Organization told ISNA news 
agency on Tuesday. 

The United Nations’ official definition 
says desertification is land degradation in 
typically dry areas resulting from various 
factors, including climatic variations and 
human activities.

According to NASA, scientists are begin-
ning to say that desertification is a reduction 
in the productivity of the land that is not 
reversible. In other words, land is desertified 
when it can no longer support the same plant 
growth it had in the past, and the change is 
permanent on a human time scale. Many 
things can cause desertification. 

Drought, overgrazing, fire, and deforesta-
tion can thin out vegetation, leaving exposed 
soil. If the nutrient-rich top soil blows or 
washes away, plants may not be able to return. 
Overfarming or drought can change the soil 

so that rain no longer penetrates, and the 
plants lose the water they need to grow. If 
the changing force is lifted—drought ends 
or cattle are removed, for example—but the 
land cannot recover, it is desertified. The loss 
of productive land for a season or even a few 
years is one thing, but to lose it effectively 
forever is clearly far more serious.

Shahbazi went on to exp0lain that cur-
rently 32.5 million hectares of lands in the 
country are decertified.

More than 20 million hectares of lands in 
22 provinces, namely Sistan-Baluchestan, 
Semnan, Kerman, Isfahan, Markazi, Khuz-
estan, Khorasan Razavi, South and North 
Khorasan are prone to wind erosion, he 
regretted. 

Underlining the role of human activities 
as well as natural phenomenon on acceler-
ating desertification Shahbazi highlighted 
that based on the researches carried out 
by Iran’s climatological institute over the 
past 5 decades on average precipitations 
decreased by 11 millimeters in the country 
in each decade, evaporation rates soared by 
54 millimeters per decade and temperature 
rose by 0.4 degrees every 10 years.

Groundwater resources in 8 plains through-
out the country are in a critical condition, he said, 
adding that uneven distribution of precipitation 
is also causing desertification in the country. 

Illegal mining activities, land use change, 
deforestation, and overgrazing are also exac-
erbating the conditions, he warned.  

In a video message released in advance 
of the World Day to Combat Desertification 
and Drought, marked on Monday, UN Secre-
tary-General António Guterres warned that 
the world loses 24 billion tons of fertile land 
every year, and that the degradation in land 
quality is responsible for a reduction in the 
national domestic product of up to eight per 
cent every year.

UN Chief Guterres said that “desertifi-
cation, land degradation and drought are 
major threats affecting millions of people 
worldwide, particularly women and children.” 

Guterres said that it is time to “urgently” 
change such trends, adding that protecting and 
restoring land can “reduce forced migration, 
improve food security and spur economic 
growth”, as well as helping to address the 
“global climate emergency”.

The UN says by 2025, two-thirds of the 
world will be living under “water-stressed” 
conditions – when demand outstrips sup-
ply during certain periods – with 1.8 billion 
people experience absolute water scarcity, 
where a region’s natural water resources are 
inadequate to supply the demand. Migration 
is likely to increase as a result of desertifica-
tion, with the UN estimating that, by 2045, 
it will be responsible for the displacement 
of some 135 million people.

Restoring the soil of degraded land, how-
ever, can be an important weapon in the fight 
against the climate crisis. With the land use 
sector representing almost 25 per cent of total 
global emissions, the restoration of degraded 
land has the potential to store up to 3 million 
tons of carbon annually.
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Iran becoming more 

vulnerable to desertification 
FDA to penalize 
manufacturers producing 
unlabeled GM foods

TEHRAN — Iran’s Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) will penalize food manufacturers 

who have not labeled genetically modified (GM) food products, 
Vahid Mofid, the caretaker of the FDA department of food and 
beverages has announced.

“We obliged the manufacturers to affix GMO labels to all 
genetically modified products since 6 months ago,” he added, 
IRNA reported on Sunday.

All food products containing ingredients derived from GMOs 
must be labeled, including soybean and corn oil, rapeseed and 
cottonseed, he also noted.

He went on to say that eight laboratories in addition to the 
Energy & Power Industries Laboratories Company can test the 
products in terms of containing GM organism.

Labeling the products is merely done out of respect for the 
customer and providing the consumer with different choices 
and has nothing to do with the product’s safety and health, he 
concluded.

 Why genetically modified food should be labeled?
GM foods stem mostly from plants, but in the future foods 

derived from GM microorganisms or GM animals are likely to be 
introduced on the market. Most existing GM crops have been de-
veloped to improve yield, according to World Health Organization.

GM foods are being produced at a lower price than organic 
foods and are believed to have a greater benefit in terms of du-
rability and nutritional values. 

Answering to the question whether GM foods are safe or not 
WHO explains that foods currently available on the internation-
al market have passed safety assessments and are not likely to 
present risks for human health. 

In addition, no effects on human health have been shown as a 
result of the consumption of such foods by the general population 
in the countries where they have been approved. Continuous ap-
plication of safety assessments based on the Codex Alimentarius 
principles and, where appropriate, adequate post market moni-
toring, should form the basis for ensuring the safety of GM foods.

Nonetheless, those consumers who are concerned with the 
health hazards of such products can choose organic products or 
at least try to learn more about genetic engineering and decide 
what’s best for them and their families.

In Iran many are opposed to the use and importation of genet-
ically modified food. In late May a public spearheaded campaign 
dubbed “no to genetically modified organisms” has called on the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
to legally ban production and importation of any kinds of GMOs 
in or to the country.

Moreover, according to the European Commission nineteen 
out of the 28 member state countries of the European Union have 
voted to either partially or fully ban GMOs. This comes after the 
European Commission called for each EU nation to vote if they 
wanted to opt out of having to grow GMO crops even if they were 
allowed to do so within the boundaries of the EU.

Several countries such as France, Germany, Austria, Greece, 
Hungary, the Netherlands, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Bulgaria, 
Poland, Denmark, Malta, Slovenia, Italy and Croatia have chosen 
a total ban. Wallonia, the French-speaking region of Belgium has 
opted out, as well as Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The 
Flemish region of Belgium, England and Romania are open to GMOs.

WORDS IN THE NEWS
Mobile phone technology
(August 17, 2000)
Mobile phone technology is improving all the time. Soon it may 
be possible to get the Internet on your phone. But, would you 
want it? BBC Science correspondent Toby Murcott reported.
Current mobile phones have a very small bandwidth and sending 
data is slow and cumbersome. Even so, a technology known 
as WAP - Wireless Application Protocol - has been available 
for about a year and offers a kind of miniature internet on a 
mobile phone. WAP was heavily promoted when launched 
but has not lived up to the early predictions. The slow speeds 
and limited service mean that WAP is seen more as a curiosity 
than a serious replacement for the Internet. However, the next 
generation of mobile phones will have much greater bandwidth 
and offer a far wider range of services.
They predict that the vast majority of internet connections 
will be by mobile communication devices closer to pocket 
computers than portable telephones. The technology for this 
is being developed but it remains to be seen whether people 
really will want to swap large clear desktop computers for tiny 
screens in their pockets.   

 Words 
bandwidth: the amount of information or data that a mobile 
phone can send and receive at the same time is described as its 
bandwidth
cumbersome: inconvenient
miniature: very small, tiny
promoted: something that is promoted is advertised and publicized
launched: when a product is launched it is released to the public 
for the first time so that they can buy it
lived up to : if you live up to something then you do what others 
believe you are able to do
a curiosity: something with novelty value but not taken seriously 
is a curiosity
replacement: a replacement is something which takes the place 
of another object or, in this case, form of technology
predict: if you make an educated guess about what will happen 
in the future, then you predict
vast: big, huge
devices: small tools and machines are devices
portable: something you can carry is portable
it remains to be seen: ...it has not yet been proven whether.....
to swap: if you swap something then you exchange it for something else

(Source: BBC)

ENGLISH IN USE

$2.8b government aid paid to 
quake-stricken Kermanshah
The government has so far spent 120 trillion rials (about $2.8 billion) 
to make up for the damages caused by earthquake in the western 
province of Kermanshah, Esmaeil Najjar, head of the National Disaster 
Management Organization has said.
“Over 104,000 residential units have been destroyed through the 
earthquake last year, 52,000 of which have been reconstructed,” he 
explained.
He went on to say that some 23,000 quake-affected houses in villages 
have been retrofitted and provided to the residents, and some 4,000 
houses are being reconstructed for the families residing in rental houses.

کمک 12 هزار میلیاردی نظام به مناطق 
زلزله زده کرمانشاه

ــزار  ــام ۱۲ ه ــت: نظ ــور گف ــران کش ــت بح ــازمان مدیری ــس س ــار رئی ــماعیل نج اس
ــت. ــرده اس ــه ک ــاه هزین ــه زده کرمانش ــق زلزل ــازی مناط ــرای بازس ــان ب ــارد توم میلی

ــب شــد و  ــه کرمانشــاه، ۱۰۴ هــزار واحــد مســکونی تخری ــان زلزل وی گفــت: در جری
۵۲ هــزار واحــد مســکونی احــداث شــده اســت.

ــار  ــده  و در اختی ــاخته ش ــتایی س ــد روس ــزار واح ــه ۲۳ ه ــه اینک ــاره ب ــا اش وی ب
ــتأجر  ــوار مس ــزار خان ــار ه ــا چه ــه ت ــرای س ــزود: ب ــت، اف ــه اس ــرار گرفت ــاکنان ق س
کرمانشــاهی نیــز تعییــن تکلیــف شــده و بــرای آنهــا ســرپناهی در حــال احــداث اســت.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION

“-iatric, -iatry”
 Meaning: medicine 
 For example: Pediatric dentists are good for kids 

without obvious problems.

Hit upon something 
 Meaning: to have an idea or discover something 

suddenly or unexpectedly; come up with
 For example: Then we hit on the idea of asking 

viewers to donate money over the Net.

Burn your fingers 
 Explanation: if you burn your fingers (or get your fingers 

burnt), you suffer financially as a result of foolish behavior
 For example: Jack got his fingers burnt playing on 

the stock market.

PREFIX/SUFFIX PHRASAL VERB IDIOM

TEHRAN — A national leopard conser-
vation plan which was developed some 

four years ago, will be implemented in the country by the 
Department of Environment (DOE), Arezoo Sane’ei, director 
for Asian Leopard Specialist Society has said.

In the Iranian calendar year 1391 (March 2012- March 
2013), a comprehensive plan centering on conservation, 
management, raising awareness, research and monitoring 
of Persian Leopard was proposed, which was fully drawn 
up three years later.

The program which brings together the responsible offi-
cials, and NGOs as well as academic society, finally will go 
into effect thanks to the DOE’s efforts, she added.

Although, no budget has been earmarked in this regard, the 
implementation is possible in case of the responsible bodies 
cooperation and using available resources, she highlighted.

Pointing out that the plan has been designed with nu-
merous organizations cooperating in this regard, she noted 
that some 47 related organizations have been tasked with 
implementing the plans, IRNA reported on Sunday.

She went on to explain that the main issues addressed in 
the plan include chapters on habitats and areas protected by 
DOE, veterinary services, diseases, relief and rescue operations, 
transboundary habitats, leopard insurance plan, research, 
monitoring and evaluation, genetic reserves, leopard national 
network, and education and empowerment of the public.

The Persian leopard is listed as Endangered on the In-
ternational Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red 
List; the population is estimated at fewer than 871–1,290 
mature individuals and considered declining.

National program for leopard conservation to be implemented
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TEHRAN — Iran’s 
National Cartographic 

Center (NCC) has warned that northcen-
tral Alborz province, adjacent to Tehran, 
is suffering from land subsidence by an 
annual rate of 29 centimeters, which must 
be tackled before incurring great loss, IRNA 
reported on Tuesday.

Land subsidence, a gradual settling or 
sudden sinking of the Earth’s surface due 
to subsurface movement of earth mate-
rials is mainly caused by aquifer-system 
compaction, drainage and decomposition 
of organic soils, underground mining, oil 
and gas extraction, hydro compaction, 
natural compaction, sinkholes, and thaw-
ing permafrost.

Masoud Shafiei, the NCC director, in a 
letter to responsible officials has warned 
about the phenomenon and requested them 
to take urgent measures.

According to a study carried out by the 
NCC, the area most affected by subsid-
ence is Alborz province, as an area of 700 
square kilometers is running down with 
the highest annual rate of 29 centimeter.

Mehrshahr country is also subsiding 
at a rate of 18 centimeters annually, in 
addition to other counties running down 
by 5 to 8 centimeters.

Earlier in June, Ali Beitollahi, secretary 
of the national working group on natural 

disasters said that 18 densely populated 
provinces are vastly subsiding and conse-
quently become increasingly vulnerable 
to flooding and natural incidents as well 
as bearing huge infrastructure damage.

Excessive groundwater withdrawal, 
Inefficient irrigation methods in addi-
tion to digging illegal wells are the main 
causes of groundwater extraction-induced 
subsidence, as out of 50,000 wells pump-
ing underground water resources in the 
capital, 30,000 are illegal not having a 
permit, therefore, the country’s ground 
water condition is worrisome, he added.

In September 2018, geologist Mo-
hammad Javad Bolourchi said that in 
the Iranian calendar year 1384 (March 
2005-March 2006), the subsidence rate 
in Tehran plain has been measured at 17 
centimeters a year, it has been measured 
12 centimeters in Varamin county, in 
southern Tehran.

TEHRAN — A sys-
tem will be launched 

to monitor, forecast and report the agri-
cultural lands being hit by drought, Amir 
Qaderi, an official with Disaster Manage-
ment Organization has announced.

Over a meeting of a special working 
group for addressing drought and risks 
threatening agricultural sector, a plan 
for establishing a system for monitoring 
and forecasting agricultural drought in the 
country was approved and submitted to 
the Disaster Management Organization 
for review, he explained.

“Following the study of other countries’ 
experiences and existing global methods, the 
necessity of establishing a domestic system 
to recognize the lands prone to agricultural 
drought was emphasized,” he noted. 

He went on to add that the plan was 
prepared in a collaborative initiative 
between the research centers of the 
country’s Meteorological Organization 
and Soil Conservation and Watershed 
Management Research Institute affiliated 
to the Ministry of Agriculture.

The plan is very valuable and its 
implementation is one of the basic re-
quirements in risk management and ag-
ricultural drought crisis in the country, 
Qaderi highlighted.

He further concluded that the budget 

required for the implementation will be 
provided from disaster management funds, 
IRNA reported on Sunday.

Agriculture highly depends on climate 
and is adversely affected by climate ex-
tremes caused mainly by anthropogenic 
climate change and increasing climate 
variability. Moreover, agricultural produc-
tion risks and vulnerability of agriculture 
may become an issue in several regions 
around the world as mainly droughts 
and heat waves are likely to increase 
the incidence of crop failure. 

Indeed, drought is considered one of 
the major natural hazards with significant 
impact to environment, society, agriculture 
and economy. Specifically, agricultural 
drought refers to the availability of soil 
water to support crop and forage growth 
and there is no direct relationship between 
precipitation and infiltration of precipi-
tation into the soil. 

System to be set up for monitoring, 
forecasting agricultural drought 

Alborz province sinks 29cm annually, 
NCC warns 
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Muslim Brotherhood brands 
Morsi’s death ‘murder’ 

 1   Meanwhile,  Mohamed Mor-
si was buried on Tuesday in eastern Cairo, 
his son said. 

He was buried at dawn alongside other 
senior figures of the Muslim Brotherhood, his 
son, Ahmed Morsi, said on his Facebook page.

The burial was attended by members 
of the family in Cairo’s Madinat Nasr after 
authorities refused to grant permission for a 
burial in Morsi’s home province of Sharqiya 
in the Nile Delta, Ahmed Morsi said.

“We washed his noble body at Tora pris-
on hospital, performed prayers for him in 
the prison mosque ... the burial was at the 
cemetery for Muslim Brotherhood spiritual 
guides,” Ahmed wrote.

Morsi’s lawyer, Abdel Moneim Abdel 
Maksoud, confirmed the burial took place 
in Al-Wafaa wa al-Amal cemetery early on 
Tuesday.

Amnesty International said the Egyp-
tian government bears responsibility for the 
death of the former president, amid pressing 
international demands for a fair and trans-
parent investigation into the circumstances 
surrounding his final hours.

Rami Khouri, from the American Univer-

sity of Beirut, said military governments in 
the Middle East and North Africa are now 
worse than ever in the treatment of their 
civilian populations.

“The extent of the brutality of which the 
Egyptian and other Arab governments are 
doing - jailing tens of thousands of people, 
arresting people simply because of an opinion 
they expressed on social media, preventing 
any kind of free media … as well as torture 
and fake trials - this is much worse than 
it’s ever been in the Arab world,” Khouri 
told Al Jazeera.

“This is the double tragedy. Not only 
were Morsi and the Muslim Brothers and 
their democratic allies crushed after 2012, 
but the pressure against them has become 
even more brutal … These things need to be 
exposed to daylight and be analysed honestly 
and accurately.”

According to Egyptian authorities, a 
medical report showed no apparent recent 
injuries on Morsi’s body.

 Iran extends condolences for 
Morsi’s death

Iran was extending condolences to the 
Egyptian nation over the death of Egypt’s 

ousted former president, Mohammed Morsi.
The Foreign Ministry’s spokesman, Abbas 

Mousavi, says in a statement that, “while 
respecting the viewpoints of the great and 
brave Egyptian nation, the Islamic Republic 

of Iran offers its condolences to the Egyp-
tian people, as well as Morsi’s family and 
supporters.”

Mousavi’s statement added “wishes for 
divine blessing and mercy” for Morsi.

TEHRAN — Russia has slammed as “unfounded” re-
peated U.S. claims accusing Moscow of conducting nu-
clear tests beyond the the “zero yield” limit agreed in a 
nuclear test ban treaty, insisting that the move serves 
as a “cover up” for Washington’s own plans to withdraw 
from the agreement.

“The United States continues making unfounded ac-
cusations over Russia’s violation of the Comprehensive 
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT),” said the Russian Foreign 
Ministry in a Monday statement cited by state news agency 
TASS, in reaction to a June 13 statement issued by the U.S. 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA).

“We once again stress that all such accusations are 
absolutely unfounded. They can be only considered as “a 
cover up” for Washington’s steps on leaving the CTBT and 
resuming full-fledged nuclear tests,” the ministry further 
underlined.

The DIA had claimed in its statement that Russia has 
carried out tests that caused nuclear explosions. The al-
legation came following a speech in Washington by DIA 
Director Lt. Gen. Robert Ashley, in which he suggested 
Russian violation of the CTBT.

“The United States believes that Russia probably is not 
adhering to its nuclear testing moratorium in a manner 
consistent with the ‘zero-yield’ standard,” Ashley asserted 
on May 29 while addressing the Washington-based con-

servative think tank, The Hudson Institute.
“Zero-yield” refers to a nuclear test where there is no 

explosive chain reaction of the sort caused by an atomic 
bomb nuclear warhead.

Asked specifically whether U.S. intelligence agencies 
had concluded Russia was conducting such tests in viola-
tion of the treaty, Ashley added, “They’ve not affirmed the 
language of zero yield.”

“We believe they have the capability to do it, the way that 
they’re set up,” Ashley further stated without pointing to 

any concrete evidence verifying the vague claim.
According to Press TV, the CTBT bans all nuclear explo-

sions, either military or civilian, in any type of situation. 
It’s been signed and ratified by Russia, while only signed 
but not ratified by the U.S.

Moscow strongly rejected Ashley’s assertion immedi-
ately after his speech last month, when Russia’s Permanent 
Representative to International Organizations in Vienna, 
Mikhail Ulyanov, insisted in a statement carried by TASS 
that Moscow does observe the moratorium for nuclear tests. 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov also dismissed 
Ashley’s claims as nonsense on May 31.

Russia’s foreign ministry further pointed out in 
its statement on Monday that the U.S. has not even 
bothered to invent at least a new scheme for fulfilling 
its plans and is almost completely repeating steps it 
took in abandoning the Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces (INF) Treaty.

“Apparently, soon we should expect a statement of the 
U.S. administration that it does not consider it possible to 
remain in the CTBT, which is allegedly violated by other 
parties,” it added, underlining that the crucial international 
treaty has become “another object of the destructive U.S. 
policy on undermining the international architecture of 
agreements in the sphere of non-proliferation and arms 
control.”

TEHRAN — Syria’s Foreign Minister Walid al-Muallem 
says Damascus does after any conflict with Ankara after 
Turkish and Syrian government forces reportedly exchanged 
fire in Syria’s northwestern province of Idlib, the last major 
bastion of terrorists in the Arab country.

“We hope that our military and the Turkish military do 
not fight. This is our principled stance,” Moualem said at a 
joint press conference with his Chinese counterpart Wang 
Yi in the capital Beijing on Tuesday.

“What we are fighting is terrorists, especially in Idlib, 
which is Syrian territory, part of our country,” he said.

Muallem’s comments came days after Turkey’s Defense 
Ministry claimed that Syrian government forces had car-
ried out a deliberate attack on one of its observation posts 
in the troubled region, denying Russian assertions that a 
ceasefire had been put in place in Idlib.

According to Press TV,  Russia and Turkey earlier bro-
kered a full ceasefire agreement in Idlib aimed at halting 
clashes between government forces and militants in the area.

Moscow, a Damascus ally, and Ankara, which backs a 
number of militant groups in Syria, signed an agreement 
last September to create a demilitarized zone in Idlib that 
would be evacuated of all heavy weapons and militants.

That agreement put on hold a Syrian government offen-
sive to liberate Idlib, where between 10,000 and 15,000 
militants are estimated to be holed up.

Militants, however, have persisted in their stay in the 
zone and refused to leave the area under the deal. Further-
more, terror outfits have repeatedly violated the truce by 
launching numerous attacks on outposts held by the Syrian 
army and Russian forces.

The Syrian foreign minister criticized Turkey for “occu-
pying” parts of Syria, challenging Turkish “military presence 
in certain parts” of the Arab country.

“The question now is, what does Turkey want to do in 
Syria? Turkey is occupying part of Syrian soil, and has a 
military presence in certain parts of Syria,” Mualem added.

“Are they protecting the Nusra Front? Are they protect-
ing certain terrorist forces,” he said. “This question needs 
to be asked of Turkey, what are their actual aims? We are 
fighting those terrorist groups and organizations. The whole 
world believes those people we are fighting are terrorists.”

Wang, for his part, voiced Beijing’s support for Syria’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity and its fight against 
terror, saying China would help with reconstruction efforts 
in the Arab country.

Muallem arrived in Beijing on Sunday for a six-day visit, 
which came at the invitation of his Chinese counterpart.

He was expected to discuss bilateral ties as well as the latest 
regional and international developments with senior Chinese 
officials, according to Syria’s official news agency SANA.

On Monday, the Syrian foreign minister held talks with 

Chinese Vice President Wang Qishan.
China has said it would help with reconstruction efforts 

in Syria, which has seen massive destruction as a result of 
eight years of armed conflict.

Earlier in March, Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister Chen 
Xiaodon held a meeting with the Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad in Damascus, where the two sides affirmed the need 
to bolster coordination between China and Damascus in “po-
litical, military, economic, cultural, and technological” fields.

Assad said some hostile powers were waging the new 
war against Syria by resorting to such methods as “boycotts, 
withdrawal of ambassadors, economic siege, and the use 
of terrorism”. In a separate meeting with Chen, Muallem 
also suggested that China play a role in rebuilding Syria.

Assad, who has estimated that rebuilding Syria would 
cost 200 billion dollars at a minimum, has insisted he would 
refuse to take Western contributions.

In an interview with Russia’s NTV network in June last 
year, the Syrian president said the West “won’t be part of 
reconstruction in Syria, because very simply we won’t allow 
them to be part of it, whether they come with money or not.”

Assad also said in the same interview that Syria would 
not accept any Western money to help rebuild the country. 
“We have enough strength to rebuild the country. If we 
don’t have money, we will borrow from our friends, from 
Syrians living abroad.”

More than 300,000 people have fled in-
ter-ethnic violence in northeastern Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo since early June, 
complicating the tracing and treatment of 
patients at risk from Ebola, UN aid agencies 
said on Tuesday.

At least 161 people have been killed in a 
northeastern province of Democratic Republic 
of Congo in the past week, local officials said 
on Monday, in an apparent resurgence of 
ethnic clashes between farming and herding 
communities.

“Violence in northeastern parts of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo is reported 
to have displaced more than 300,000 since 
early June. The situation in Ituri province 
has deteriorated since the middle of last 
week, with multiple attacks involving the 
Hema and Lendu groups,” the UN refugee 
agency spokesman Babar Baloch told a news 
briefing.

The UNHCR fears that the escalation 
could engulf large parts of the province, 
amid reports of killings, kidnappings 

and sexual violence unleashed against 
civilians, he said. The government is try-
ing to bring the clashes under control, 
he added.

As Congolese flee violence at “this mas-
sive scale”, fears are that more people will 
try to seek safety in Uganda, crossing Lake 
Albert, Baloch said.

An Ebola epidemic in Congo, which spread 
to Uganda last week, has caused 2,168 infec-
tions since August, including 1,449 deaths, 
with Ituri accounting for about 10 percent 

of cases and deaths, WHO spokesman Tarik 
Jasarevic said.

“We are always saying the mobility of 
the population in North Kivu and Ituri is 
a risk factor,” Jasarevic told the briefing.

“So every time you have people moving 
in high numbers, it is more complicated to 
do the work of follow-up, contact tracing, 
follow up on the people who are supposed 
basically to be observed on a daily basis for 
21 days,” he said, referring to the disease’s 
incubation period.

Secretary-General of the Arab League Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit has warned that any attempt to 
settle the Israel-Palestine conflict without 
considering the establishment of a Palestinian 
state on all territories occupied by the regime 
in the 1967 Middle East war will be in vain.

Aboul Gheit made the remarks during an 
event at the Arab League on Monday, saying, 
“Whatever is rejected by the Palestinian or 
the Arab side is unacceptable.”

“What is acceptable from our side as Arabs 
as a solution is the establishment of a Pal-
estinian state on the June 4, 1967 borders, 

with Jerusalem as its capital,” he stressed.
Aboul Gheit’s warning apparently directed 

at a yet-to-be-released peace plan proposed 
by U.S. President Donald Trump, dubbed as 
the so-called Deal of the Century, which has 
already been strongly rejected by Palestinians. 
They say the U.S. actions so far have shown 
Washington is blatantly biased in favor of Israel 
and its peace plan will quash their aspirations 
for statehood in the occupied West Bank and 
besieged Gaza Strip.

Furthermore, the West Bank-based Pales-
tinian Authority, led by President Mahmoud 

Abbas and the Gaza-based Hamas resistance 
movement have also boycotted a U.S.-led 
economic conference scheduled to be held in 
the Bahraini capital Manama next week. As 
part of Trump’s plan, the conference will focus 
on proposals for the Palestinian economy.

While the precise outlines of the draft plan 
of the Deal of the Century are not known, Pales-
tinian and Arab sources, who have been briefed 
on it, say it jettisons “the two-state solution.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Aboul Gheit said 
Israel’s acceptance of an Arab Peace Initiative 
proposed by Saudi Arabia in 2002, which offers 

Israel normal ties in return for withdrawal 
from territory seized in 1967, was the only 
acceptable solution for Arab countries.

According to Press TV, Relations between 
the Palestinian Authority and the U.S. took an 
unprecedented dip in late 2017, when Washington 
recognized Jerusalem al-Quds as Israel’s “cap-
ital.” Since then, Palestinians have shown little 
interest in discussing a plan that they anticipate 
will fall far short of their core demands.

The Trump administration has said that 
its secret plan would require compromise 
by both sides.

Russia slams as ‘cover up’ U.S. claims on nuke testing

Syria does not want fighting with Turkey: Muallem

More than 300,000 flee Congo violence, complicating Ebola fight: UN

Mideast peace attempts in vain without Palestinian state: Arab League chief

Cover-Ups and Truth Tellers
 7  We have two issues here and they are in opposition.

First, there is the formal issue of the government (actually 
all governments) having made it illegal to acquire and make 
public, in an unauthorized fashion, classified information. 
However, it is clear that information is often classified not 
only because it might be militarily or diplomatically harmful 
but because it is likely to be found repulsive by a government’s 
own citizens. This proved to be the case with at least some of 
Manning’s revelations.

That brings us to the second issue — what are the proper 
behavioral standards to which we want to hold our government, 
our military, and our diplomatic corps? How are we to know if 
they are meeting those standards when they have the advantage 
of legally keeping official behavior secret? 

So it is a conundrum. As libertarians like to put it, “all that 
which is immoral for men acting individually is equally immoral 
for men acting in association.”

However, no one seems to have both the legal clout and the 
courage to demand moral standards for the government, at least not 
when it comes to foreign policy. Oddly enough, there are domestic 
laws that make it a criminal offense to withhold incriminating 
information from the police. But those laws have no application 
here, though they really should. So the entire situation is managed 
for the sake of one side of the dilemma — the government. On 
the other side, the casualties continue to pile up. 

Most of us are told that our government is the best, most 
progressive one in existence — a model for all the world. And, 
if you go along with the likes of Vice President Mike Pence and 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, the U.S. government takes a 
seat at the right hand of God.

However, what happens when truth tellers who notice 
starkly immoral U.S. government behavior reveal that fact 
to the public? With but rare exception, what happens is 
that you get a reversal of values. To name the operatives 
of the U.S. government as criminals, you often must reveal 
“classified” evidence. It is that revelation that instantly 
becomes the primary offense. What the revealed infor-
mation might say about government wrongdoing recedes 
into the shadows, and it is the truth teller who becomes 
the primary criminal.

‘UN inspection mechanism to 
operate in Hudaydah ports’
Yemeni Minister of Transport Zakaria al-Shami says the Houthi 
Ansarullah movement and the United Nations have agreed on 
a mechanism to inspect ships docking at ports in the country’s 
strategic western province of Hudaydah following Houthis’ with-
drawal from three of Yemen’s Red Sea ports last month as part 
of a peace agreement.

“We agreed with the UN on a mechanism to inspect ships 
docking in the ports of Hudaydah and its implementation will 
start in the coming days,” Yemen’s Arabic-language al-Masirah 
television network quoted Shami as saying at a meeting of the 
Red Sea Ports Corporation on Tuesday.

He then called on the Saudi-led military coalition, which is 
engaged in a military campaign on Yemen and monitors ships 
on the high seas heading to the Arab country, to fulfill its obliga-
tions under the Stockholm deal struck last December in Sweden.

Under the deal, representatives from the Houthis and Yemen’s 
ex-president Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi agreed to withdraw their 
troops from Hudaydah’s main port and two other nearby ports, 
as well as Hudaydah city and allow deployment of UN monitors.

Meanwhile, an unnamed United Nations source confirmed that 
an agreement had been reached with UN inspection body – the 
Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM).

UNVIM still needs to sign a separate agreement with the 
Saudi-led alliance.

Last month, Ansarullah fighters unilaterally pulled out of the 
ports of Saleef, used for grain, Ras Isa oil terminal and Hudaydah, 
under the first phase of the Stockholm peace deal.

Under the first phase, the Houthis were expected to pull 
back five kilometers from the three ports, while Saudi-backed 
pro-Hadi forces were required to be stationed four kilometers 
from Hudaydah.

A second phase of withdrawal is scheduled to follow in which 
both sides pull their troops 18 kilometers outside of Hudaydah 
and heavy weapons 30 kilometers away.

According to Press TV, Saudi Arabia and a number of its re-
gional allies launched a devastating campaign against Yemen in 
March 2015, with the goal of bringing the government of Hadi 
back to power and crushing the Houthi Ansarullah movement.

The U.S.-based Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project 
(ACLED), a nonprofit conflict-research organization, estimates that 
the Saudi-led war has claimed the lives of over 60,000 Yemenis 
since January 2016.

The war has also taken a heavy toll on the country’s infra-
structure, destroying hospitals, schools, and factories. The UN 
says over 24 million Yemenis are in dire need of humanitarian 
aid, including 10 million suffering from extreme levels of hunger.

 

UN: World population 
expected to rise to 
9.7 billion in 2050
TEHRAN—  The world is about to get a whole lot more crowd-
ed, according to a new report by the United Nations, with the 
planet’s population expected to climb to nearly 10 billion by the 
middle of this century.

The UN’s World Population Prospects 2019, published on 
Tuesday, estimated that the next three decades will see today’s 
figure of 7.7 billion people rise to 9.7 billion by 2050 despite a 
continued slowdown in the global birth rate.

More than half of the increase will be concentrated in just nine 
countries - India, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Indonesia, Egypt and the United 
States - while the population of sub-Saharan Africa is projected 
to nearly double.

“Many of the fastest-growing populations are in the poorest 
countries, where population growth brings additional challenges 
in the effort to eradicate poverty, achieve greater equality, com-
bat hunger and malnutrition and strengthen the coverage and 
quality of health and education systems to ensure that no one is 
left behind,” said Liu Zhenmin, the UN’s undersecretary-general 
for economic and social affairs.

The study concluded that the world’s population could reach 
a peak of nearly 11 billion around the end of the current century, 
Al Jazeera reported. 
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Ex-UEFA chief Platini arrested 

in 2022 World Cup probe
The banned ex-UEFA chief Michel Platini 
was arrested Tuesday in connection with a 
criminal investigation into the award of the 
2022 World Cup to Qatar.

The French football legend elected to lead 
European football’s governing body in 2007 
was taken into custody by French anti-cor-
ruption police investigating the awarding of 
the 2022 World Cup to the gas-rich Gulf state.

Qatar was named to host the World Cup 
in a decision that triggered controversy over 
its suitability amid allegations of corruption 
that ultimately sparked FIFA’s worst ever 
scandal five years later.

France’s Financial Crimes Prosecutors 
Office (PNF) opened a preliminary investi-
gation in 2016 into allegations of corruption, 
conspiracy and influence peddling surround-
ing FIFA’s award of the World Cup to Qatar 
and also the 2018 tournament to Russia.

According to Blatter, Qatar won hosting 
rights as a result of a deal with the French, 
derailing FIFA’s own “diplomatic arrange-
ment” whereby hosting rights would go to 
Russia in 2018 and then to the United States 
four years later.

The French investigation centres on alleged 
French intervention linked to Platini and 
former president Nicolas Sarkozy.

According to the specialist magazine 
France Football, a “secret meeting” took place 

on November 23, 2010 at the Elysee Palace in 
Paris between Sarkozy, Qatar’s then-Prince 
(now Emir) Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, and 
Platini, at that time both UEFA president 
and vice-president of FIFA.

Just over a week later, FIFA awarded Qa-
tar hosting rights for the 2022 tournament.

Platini has made no secret of his 
support for Qatar but denies he was in-
fluenced by Sarkozy, whose advisor for 

sport, Sophie Dion, was also arrested 
along with Platini.

“It was time to give them the World Cup. 
I am for that. It’s my conviction,” he said 
at the time.

Claude Gueant, Sarkozy’s erstwhile chief 
of staff and former interior minister, was also 
called in for questioning Tuesday by France’s 
Anti-Corruption Office of the Judicial Police.

The decision to award the event to Qatar 
ultimately led to a wider corruption probe 
that led to the overthrow of Blatter and Platini 
and the arrest of senior FIFA figures.

Platini, 63, led UEFA until 2015 when 
he was banned from football for four years 
for ethics violations including receiving a 
two-million Swiss francs (1.8 million euros, $2 
million) payment from the disgraced former 
head of FIFA Sepp Blatter.

Qatar has been accused of buying votes 
in its bid to stage the World Cup and a sub-
sequent report by US independent investi-
gator Michael Garcia unearthed an array of 
suspect financial dealings, many linked to 
Sandro Rosell, the ex-Barcelona president 
who served as a consultant for Qatar.

Platini, a triple Ballon d’Or winner, was 
expected to succeed Blatter as FIFA president 
in 2016 before his fall from grace. He has 
been battling to clear his name ever since.

(Source: CNN)

Report: Rabiot agrees 
Juve move

Paris Saint-Germain midfielder Adrien Rabiot has reportedly 
agreed terms over a free transfer to Juventus.

According to El Chiringuito, Rabiot will put pen to paper on 
a five-year contract with Juve worth €7m a season.

Furthermore, the Bianconeri are ready to pay the Frenchman 
a signing-on fee of €10m.

The 24-year-old has already played over 200 times for PSG, 
winning six League titles.

However, a contractual dispute saw him dropped from the 
French giants’ first team in December.

Rabiot had also been linked with Manchester United, but 
he now looks set to become the latest free agent to join the Old 
Lady after the likes of Andrea Pirlo, Paul Pogba, Emre Can and 
Aaron Ramsey.

(Source: Football Italia)

Lukaku urged to quit Man 
Utd by Belgium boss

Belgium boss Roberto Martinez has urged Romelu Lukaku to 
leave Manchester United this summer, and said the forward 
was “targeted” due to the club’s underwhelming performances 
last season.

Lukaku is a transfer target for new Inter Milan chief Antonio 
Conte -- with the ex-Everton man having recently labelled the 
Italian the “best manager in the world.”

And Lukaku’s international boss has said it would be better 
for both the player and United to part ways this summer.

“I think it is clear he [Lukaku] is ready for a new challenge,” 
Martinez told HLN. “In his case, a transfer would be good for 
both the player and the club.

“And if two parties benefit from it, a move away usually hap-
pens. Serie A seems to be a good choice for him, although I think 
he can handle any league.

“I certainly don’t think his transfer to Manchester United is a 
failure. The team did not perform to its capabilities and important 
players -- such as Romelu, but also Paul Pogba -- were targeted.”

Speaking after Belgium’s 3-0 Euro 2020 qualifying vic-
tory over Scotland, Lukaku said he had “always dreamed” of 
playing in Italy.

“I was always a big fan of the Italian league,” the 26-year-old 
had told Sport Mediaset. “I have two leagues which I always 
dreamed about which are the English league and the Serie A.

“So for me the Serie A is my favorite league as well -- I love Italy.”
(Source: Soccernet)

Rafael Benitez offered 
£12m by Chinese club 
Dalian Yifang

Newcastle boss Rafael Benitez has received a £12m-a-year 
offer to take over as manager at Chinese Super League club 
Dalian Yifang.

Benitez, 59, is out of contract at the end of June but has been 
offered a new deal by Newcastle owner Mike Ashley.

So far he has been unable to agree a deal and it is becoming 
increasingly likely Benitez will leave St James’ Park after just 
over three seasons.

The Spaniard is also linked with a move to succeed Maurizio 
Sarri at Chelsea.

Benitez remains one of the favourites to replace Sarri but 
Frank Lampard is the overwhelming favourite for the job.

Benitez had an an uneasy relationship with the Chelsea fans 
when he was in interim charge of the club during the 2012-13 
season.

There is a chance Benitez may decide not to go to China and 
wait for another offer - from Newcastle or elsewhere.

However, the lure of China may be too much given the vast 
sums on offer.

Dalian have won only three of their 13 league games so far this 
season under South Korean coach Choi Kang-hee.

Newcastle were relegated after Benitez arrived at the club 
in March 2016 but the former Liverpool boss guided them to 
promotion as Championship winners the following season.

The Magpies have finished 10th and 13th in the Premier League 
in subsequent seasons.

(Source: BBC)

Neymar return to Barcelona 
is ‘doable’

Barcelona are seriously looking into bringing Neymar back to 
Camp Nou next season, with a high ranking source at the Catalan 
club telling ESPN FC a transfer “could be doable, but it won’t 
be simple.”

Barca, though, are aware that negotiating with Paris Saint-Ger-
main is not like negotiating with other clubs, given the huge 
economic backing the Ligue 1 champions enjoy from their Qatari 
owners.

“If it wasn’t for that, signing Neymar would be even simpler,” 
the source said.

The source at the Spanish champions also stated that “there 
has been no direct contact with Neymar’s people” but added 
that “once Neymar makes it known he wants to return to Barca, 
anything is possible.”

Neymar joined PSG from Barca in the summer of 2017 for 
€222 million, making him the world’s most expensive player.

One of the main reasons Barca are now contemplating re-sign-
ing him is because of key players in the team’s desire to have him 
back in the dressing room, said the source.

The Brazil international remains good friends with Lionel 
Messi and Luis Suarez, in particular. Messi recently explained 
that the trio still speak regularly in a WhatsApp group called 
“The Three South Americans.”

But relations between Barcelona and PSG have been non-ex-
istent for a while. The Blaugrana have unsuccessfully tried 
to sign Thiago Silva, Marquinhos and Marco Verratti from 
them in the past and in January beat them to the signing 
of Frenkie de Jong when PSG thought they had the Dutch 
midfielder tied up.

(Source: Goal)

The Africa Cup of Nations is set to kick off in Egypt on Friday 
against a backdrop of terror attacks and only days after the 
death of former Islamist president Mohamed Morsi.

With opening and closing games held at Cairo Stadium, it 
will be the fifth time that Egypt has hosted the regional tour-
nament, which has expanded this year to include 24 teams.

Cairo last welcomed African teams in 2006, before the coun-
try’s political landscape was rocked by the Arab Spring of 2011.

This time, Egypt plays host after Morsi, its first democrat-
ically elected president, was buried on Tuesday following 
the ousted and jailed leader’s collapse in court and death 
the previous day.

Authorities are confident the infrastructure is in place to 
host the continent’s largest football contest, but they are on 
high alert after attacks on tourists near the pyramids and 
an insurgency in the Sinai Peninsula.

A roadside bomb near the pyramids last month left 
17 people wounded, just months after a similar attack in 
December killed three Vietnamese holidaymakers and an 
Egyptian tour guide.

The interior ministry in June announced extra security 
forces would be deployed to maintain “public order” for 
the competition.

Egyptians were expected to be a major driver of the tour-
nament’s reach, but local fans have been up in arms over the 
cost of watching a game -- either in stadiums or on television.

 Securing the stadiums 
Set to run well into the scorching month of July, it will 

mark the first time Egypt has hosted a major sports tourna-
ment since longtime autocrat Hosni Mubarak was ousted 
by mass protests in 2011.

In the wake of the 2013 military overthrow of his successor 
Morsi led by now President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, Egypt has 
seen a surge in terror attacks targeting its Christian minority 
and security forces.

In February last year, Egypt launched a military offensive 
against militants in the Sinai Peninsula it says are linked to 
the Islamic State group.

Some 600 suspected militants and 40 soldiers have since 
been killed in the push, according to official figures.

The country’s stadiums have also been sites of vio-
lence, with lethal clashes breaking out between fans and 
security forces.

Fans were banned from watching league matches in Egypt 
after a February 2012 stadium riot in Port Said left 74 people 
dead, making it one of the world’s deadliest football clashes.

Stadiums reopened three years later but the ban was 
quickly reinstated after at least 20 fans of Cairo club Zamalek 

were killed in clashes with security forces outside a stadium 
in the capital in February 2015.

Last year, the ban was relaxed but strict security arrange-
ments are still enforced, with police providing permits to 
fans authorised to attend.

Organisers reduced ticket prices for the Africa Cup of 
Nations after a backlash from Egyptian football fans in April.

Tickets to matches featuring Egypt, set to be led by star 
forward Mohamed Salah, were initially priced at 200 pounds 
(about $12, 10 euros) for the cheapest admission and grad-
uated up to 600 pounds for premium seats.

 ‘More important than politics’ 
Prices for the cheaper seats have since dropped marginally 

but they are still out of reach for many in the Arab world’s 
most populous country, where around 28 percent of the 
population lives below the poverty line.

“The fans’ revolution of rage really showed how the 
organisers were not prepared from the start,” said Walid 
al-Adawi, an Egyptian sports journalist.

He explained that organisers have targeted a certain class 
of fans, those with access to the internet and who can afford 
high-priced seats.

The only way tickets can be purchased is through an 
official online platform.

“If the ticket prices were actually fairly priced, you would 
have found many enthusiastic fans... but the prices have not 
appealed to the average punter,” he added.

But Mohamed Fadl, a former Egyptian national team 
player and the African Cup tournament director, chalked the 
concerns up to the normal hiccups faced by any host nation.

(Source: AFP)

Egypt ready for Africa Cup despite security, price concerns

FIFA racism risk assessments for 2022 
World Cup qualifiers

4 shot, 3 arrested at Raptors parade, 
police say

FIFA is conducting racism risk assess-
ments for all 2022 World Cup qualifiers 
and sending observers to matches where 
there is a high prospect of discrimina-
tory incidents.

FIFA Secretary General Fatma Samoura 
has written to member associations saying 
there is a particular onus on countries host-
ing matches to clamp down on discrimina-
tion on the road to the Qatar World Cup.

The letter follows particular scrutiny 
in Europe over players being subject to 
racist abuse by fans and referees not always 
following procedures by stopping games.

In a traffic signal coding system, Samoura 
told national associations when there is “a 
high probability of discriminatory incidents” 
the game will be given a red classification 
and observers sent to the stadium.

For games with a yellow or medium risk, 
Samoura said FIFA will “continue to assess 
the temporary dynamics” of the situation 
to see if observers are in fact warranted.

Central to the risk assessment is analyz-
ing whether there is a history of discrimi-
natory incidents or violence involving the 
teams or countries in general, including 
religious tensions.

Criteria outlined by FIFA include explor-
ing “known far-right and other xenophobic 

groups, including their football-related ac-
tivities and supporter links” and the “current 
geopolitical crises in the countries of the 
participating teams/associations and in 
their region that could affect spectators’ 
attitudes.”

FIFA will also look at whether fans have 
a “tendency to commit acts of homophobia 
or overt sexist abuse based on traditional 
chants or previous history.”

FIFA works with the Fare network to 
find anti-discrimination match observers.

According to FIFA, observers are re-
quired to “understand the language in-
cluding idiosyncrasies of the country/team 
they are appointed to observe; know the 
symbols and codes used in the country/
local environment/fan culture; know the fan 
culture of the country/team/local environ-
ment; have an understanding of any wider 
social and (geo-)political issues at play.”

Samoura has reminded associations that 
referees should implement a three-step 
procedure which allows them to stop a game, 
suspend a game and ultimately abandon a 
game if discriminatory behavior persists.

The letter was sent out three years after FIFA 
disbanded its anti-racism task, saying it had 
“completely fulfilled its temporary mission.”

(Source: AP)

Four people were shot and wounded 
at a rally Monday for the NBA champion 
Toronto Raptors, and three people were 
arrested, police said.

Droves of Raptors fans ran from the 
shooting in a stampede from the City Hall 
square, which was packed with tens of 
thousands of people. An estimated 1.5 
million fans earlier packed downtown 
Toronto for a parade for the Raptors, 
raising concerns about safety and over-
crowding.

Toronto Police Chief Mark Saunders 
said four people suffered gunshot wounds 
but added that none of the injuries were 
life-threatening. Others suffered minor 
injuries as they tried to get away from 
the shooting, said Saunders, who asked 
for witnesses and people who might have 
video to come forward and help inves-
tigators.

“We do have people arrested with 
firearms, and that’s the start of the in-
vestigation,’’ Saunders said.

Asked if it was a targeted shooting or 
terrorism-related, police spokeswoman 
Allison Sparkes said the investigation 
was ongoing.

During a speech from one of the team 
owners, the host of the rally interrupted 

the proceedings to alert the crowd to an 
emergency and asked for calm. Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Toronto 
Mayor John Tory, NBA Finals MVP Kawhi 
Leonard and other Raptors players were 
onstage at the time.

“I want to make sure everyone stays 
calm,’’ said the host, sportscaster Matt 
Devlin. “This is serious. Everyone stay calm. 
... There is an emergency being dealt with.’’

Those onstage remained in place, and 
speeches resumed shortly after.

“I hope all those injured in today’s 
shooting have a speedy recovery, and 
I’d like to thank the Toronto police for 
acting so quickly,’’ Trudeau tweeted. “We 
won’t let this act of violence take away 
from the spirit of today’s parade.’’

Mike Mudidi said he was enjoying 
the celebrations when he heard screams 
behind him that someone had pulled out 
a gun. He said he froze as people started 
running in all directions.

“I just grabbed my buddies’ hands 
and ran,’’ he said.

Raptors fan Phil D’Souza said the vi-
olence left a bad taste in his mouth, and 
he questioned whether he would attend 
a similar event in the future.

(Source: ESPN)
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TEHRAN — Australia 
volleyball team arrived 

Ardabil, Iran on Tuesday as the first team 
to participate in Week five of the 2019 Vol-
leyball Nations League.

Team Melli will face Portugal on Friday 
in Ardabil’s Hossein Rezazadeh Hall.

Iran will also face Australia and France 
on Saturday and Sunday. 

The competition is being held between 
May and July 2019 and the final round will 
take place in the Credit Union 1 Arena, 

Chicago, United States.
 This is the first edition of the World 

League or the Nations League to have the 
Final Round hosted in North America.

The 16 teams compete in a round-robin 
format with every core team hosting a pool 
at least once. The teams are divided into 
four pools of four teams at each week and 
compete five weeks long, for 120 matches. 
The top five teams after the preliminary 
round join the hosts of the final round to 
compete in the final round.

Australia arrives Iran for FIVB 2019 VNL

TEHRAN — Iran U23 
football team will re-

portedly play Croatia in a friendly match. 
The Iranian team, who are preparing 

for the 2020 AFC U23 Championship, will 
meet Croatia in a warm-up match. 

On the sidelines of the 69th FIFA 
Congress, Mehdi Taj, president of Iran 
football, and Davor Suker, head of Croatia 
federation, signed a memorandum of 
understanding to enhance their bilateral 
cooperation.

Iran U23 football team, headed by Far-
had Majidi, will also participate in an Asian 
tournament ahead of the competition. 

The 2020 AFC U23 Championship will 
be held in Thailand from Jan. 8 to 26.

The top three teams of the tournament 
will qualify for the 2020 Summer Olympics 
men’s football tournament in Japan as the 
AFC representatives.

Iran, a powerhouse of the Asian football, 
have not been in the Olympics since the 
1976 games in Munich.

Iran U23 football team to play Croatia
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The 5-0 defeat to Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors in the 2016 AFC 
Champions League quarter-finals remains a dark day in 
Shanghai SIPG’s Continental history. However, according to 
midfielder Cai Huikang, the three years since has prepared 
the club for the return meeting with the Koreans ahead of 
Wednesday’s Round of 16.

The meeting between the champions of China PR and the 
champions of Korea Republic is one of the most eye-catch-
ing fixtures in the 2019 AFC Champions League’s last 16 
but especially so when the history between the two sides 
is taken into account.

In 2016, Shanghai SIPG were making their debut in the 
Continental competition and had impressed in the Group 
Stage with their attack-minded football led by the likes 
China PR star Wu Lei, Elkeson and Dario Conca. A Round 
of 16 victory over FC Tokyo saw the Chinese club into the 
quarter-finals at the first time of asking, but there they came 
up against the experienced Jeonbuk.

A goalless stalemate in Shanghai was an even affair, but 
the return meeting in Jeonju resulted in a comprehensive 5-0 
win for the hosts who would go on to win the tournament. 
Three years have passed since then, but the two sides are 
now set to meet for the first time since the quarter-finals.

Shanghai SIPG’s China PR international Cai Huikang 
[pictured below, right] spoke exclusively to the-AFC.com 
to reflect on the tournament so far, share his thoughts on 
Wednesday’s match and look back on the 2016 meeting.

 Hi Cai Huikang. First off, can we get your view on 
Shanghai SIPG’s 2019 campaign so far? It has not been 
an easy group, with the team only qualifying in the final 
match of Group H.

It’s true we had a very tough group this year. For in-
stance, we had to score late goals away at both Sydney and 
Kawasaki to secure important come-from-behind draws.

And, you’re correct, we only got our place in the knock-
out stage confirmed after defeating Ulsan Hyundai in the 
Matchday Six game, the last fixture in the group. But, you 
know, that’s life - it’s not always easy!

 Next up is Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors. How difficult 
a match will that be and do you think it’s the toughest last 
16 opponent Shanghai could have faced?

As the Korea Republic champions we definitely respect 
Jeonbuk as a very strong team.

In fact, they are responsible for one of my worst memories 
from three years ago [the 5-0 defeat in the second leg 2016 
AFC Champions League quarter-final].

 You mentioned that 2016 match, how much do you 
think Shanghai have improved since then?

At that time we had injuries to a lot of key players like 
Dario Conca and Elkeson, while Hulk had only just arrived 
at the club and was still acclimatizing.

In these last three years since, I feel we have become more 
experienced, more mature, more intrepid and so I have a lot 
of confidence in our team ahead of facing Jeonbuk again.

 It could be a case of the tournament’s best attack 
(Shanghai have scored 13) vs the best defence (Jeon-
buk have conceded just three) - do you see the game 
going this way? 

Personally, I am really proud that we have one of the best 
attacks in this year’s AFC Champions League. However, I do 
think we should recognise our defence too. We have some 

fantastic players in our backline who play for the national 
team like Yu Hai, Shi Ke and He Guai.

And of course we have our national hero Yan Junling 
in goal, too. So I would see both our attack and defense as 
very good!

 Jeonbuk striker Kim Shin-wook [pictured below] is 
among their biggest threats, do you agree? And how will 
you look to defend against this player?

As you say, Kim Shin-wook is a stand-out player in Asia 
and I know he is very well-known in Continental football. 
But, although he’s physically very imposing and good in 
the air, we’re not scared of him.

In the Chinese Super League there are several other big 
strikers - for example Graziano Pelle at Shandong Luenng 
- so we’ve already had the experience of coming up against 
this type of players and know how to counter them.

 How much of a disadvantage – if any – is playing the 
second game away, and what would you consider a good 
result in the first leg in Shanghai?

It’s fundamental that we win the first leg and thereby 
get the initiative ahead of the return meeting in Jeonju.

I promise our fans that we will do our very best this 
Wednesday.                                                               (Source: the-afc)

Our 2016 defeat to Jeonbuk is among my worst memories, says Cai Huikang

TASNIM —  Belgian top-flight football 
club Zulte Waregem has shown interest 
in signing Persepolis striker Ali Alipour.

Zulte Waregem are going to sign 
Alipour for 700,000 euros, however 

Persepolis want one million euros for 
the frontman.

The 25-year-old striker had been pre-
viously linked with a move to Spanish 
football team Union Deportiva Almeria.

Sportvereniging Zulte Waregem are a 
Belgian professional football club based 
in Waregem, West Flanders.

 Zulte Waregem play in the Belgian 
First Division A. Their highest finish at 

the highest level was second place in 
2012–13.

The club are a product of a partner-
ship in 2001 between Zultse VV and KSV 
Waregem, a former first division regular.

Persepolis striker Alipour linked with Zulte Waregem

Siamand Rahman reveals 
secrets
Alongside China and Egypt, Iran rules the Paralympic powerlift-
ing world. The country has an impressive three world records in 
the men’s field, with Rouhollah Rostami dominating the up to 
72kg, and Majid Farzin setting the standard for the up to 80kg. 

But the most popular name, and the man able to lift more 
weight than anyone else in powerlifting, is, of course, Sia-
mand Rahman. 

“There are so many good powerlifters in Iran, and it’s 
because of the climate of the country and the regular training 
camps that are organized by our committee,” said Rah-
man, currently in training for the World Championships 
in Nur-Sultan in July. 

“In addition, talent scouts are always looking out for the young 
and gifted Para athletes who are enthusiastic about this sport. 
I can say that training sessions in our national team are more 
intense than any other team in the world, too.”

The system certainly seems to be working well for Rahman, 
who lifted an incredible 310kg to take Rio 2016 Paralympic gold. 
He is also London 2012 Paralympic champion, and won gold at 
the Dubai 2014 World Championships. 

He is not finished yet, either. Rahman’s to-do list include 2019 
World Championship gold, a historic third straight Paralympic 
title, and a fresh world record, too. At his peak aged 31, do not 
bet against him getting close to 335kg – the best lift of all time 
for either able-bodied or Para lifters. 

“I am feeling good, and I’m looking forward to the champi-
onships, then Tokyo 2020 and hoping to make another world 
record in the Paralympics,” he said. 

“Attending the competitions in Kazakhstan is very important 
to me. It is a prerequisite of Tokyo 2020, and that is my concern. 

“I want to make sure I secure my Tokyo 2020 slot first in Ka-
zakhstan – and then win a medal. It’s all about getting prepared 
for the Paralympics.

“I am so excited to compete for the third time in Paralympic 
Games. I will give my all in Tokyo to set a new world record 
even better than Rio 2016, to make my fans happy and proud.”

 Paralympic dreams
It is the Paralympics that dominate his day-to-day thoughts, 

even a year out from competition. 
“London was one of the greatest events I have ever attended, 

I had unprecedented and unique feelings,” the Iranian said.
“My first appearance was coincided with a gold medal, which 

was so thrilling. London hosted such a great Games. And at Rio, 
when I set the record, I could finally achieve what I was aiming 
at, with the help of my coaches.”

Rahman got into powerlifting after attending a gym as a student. 
“One of the coaches at gym introduced me to the National 

Paralympic Committee, and after a while I was invited to the 
national team. 

“I worked hard, day and night, to make progress. At first, I 
could lift 120kg, and now it is over 300kg! I always thank God 
that I am part of the Paralympic family.”

Now he feels he can be a role model for others in the sport 
who has made him who he is. 

“I am positively influenced by this sport, and it has changed 
my personal life. I always thank God when I see I can be a role 
model for the young people. I’m so glad I can make my country 
proud through this sport. I want to keep improving, keep the right 
diet, and follow my coaches’ instructions, so I can win again.”

(Source: Paralympic.org)

One loss and one win 
for women at FIBA 3x3 
World Cup

TASNIM — Iran’s women’s basketball team started the FIBA 
3x3 World Cup 2019 with a loss and a win on Tuesday. 

Team Melli suffered a 22-8 loss against Spain in the first 
match but earned a narrow 19-18 victory over Mongolia in the 
second match. 

Team Melli have been drawn along with Spain, Romania, 
Mongolia and Czech Republic in Pool C.

Iran’s national women’s team, headed by Nika Beyk-Liklee, 
composed of Saeideh Elli, Shadi Abdolvand, Kimiya Yazdian 
Tehrani and Delaram Vakili.

Iran will face Romania and Czech Republic on Thursday.
The FIBA 3x3 World Cup 2019 is being held in Amsterdam, 

Netherlands from June 18 to 23.

Golmohammadi shortlisted 
for Persepolis job 

PLDC — Four coaches have been shortlisted to take charge of 
Iran’s Persepolis football team. 

Branko Ivankovic has reportedly left Persepolis to join 
Al-Ahli of Saudi Arabia.

The 65-year-old Croat has penned a two-year contract 
with Al-Ahli.

Now, the officials of Persepolis have started their negoti-
ations with their candidates.

Padideh coach Yahya Golmohammadi, former Persepolis cap-
tain Mehdi Mahdaviki Kia, ex-Iran and Persepolis coach Afshin 
Ghotbi and former Iran U-23 coach Zlatko Kranjcar, who also 
led the team for two months in 2009, are among the candidates 
to take charge of the team.

Ivankovic led Persepolis to win Iran Professional League title 
three times. Under tutelage of the Croat, Persepolis also won one 
Hazfi Cup and three Super Cups.

TEHRAN — Esteghlal and Iran national 
football team defender Pejman Montazeri 

has brought curtain down to his career at the age of 35. 
He made his debut for Iran against Palestine which he 

managed to score as Iran beat the West Asian team 7–0 
on Oct. 5, 2011. 

The center back played every minute at the 2014 World 
Cup against Nigeria, Argentina and Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
where Team Melli failed to qualify for the knockout stage.

 Montazeri was also a member of Team Melli at the 2018 
World Cup in Russia but remained an unused substitute in 
three matches against Morocco, Spain and Portugal.

The Ahvaz-born player represented Iran national football 
team in the 2019 AFC Asian Cup, where Team Melli suffered 
a 3-0 loss against Japan in the competition’s semis and 
failed to advance to the final. 

“It’s going to be extremely hard to say goodbye but I 
think it’s time to go. I wanted to bid farewell after the 2019 
AFC Asian Cup,” Montazeri said.  

“It has been an amazing journey for me. Thank you to 
all of the fans and everybody supported me during the last 
years. Representing my country will always be one of my 
proudest achievements and I feel honored to have played 
for Iran,” he added. 

“I have nothing left to give Team Melli and I think 
our country has a good young generation. I would also 
like to thank Marc Wilmots for inviting me to national 
team for the friendly match against South Korea but 
as I’ve already said it’s time to give the young players 
opportunity,” Montazeri stated. 

 “I also leave Esteghlal team but I don’t know where 
I’m going. I leave my team with so many good memories 
but I know that they are not going to extend my contract,” 
Montazeri concluded. 

Pejman Montazeri announces 
retirement from Iran duty
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TEHRAN — The general manager 
of the China Film Co-Production 

Corporation, Miao Xiaotian, has announced that China is 
willing to collaborate on joint film projects with Iran, Variety 
reported on Monday. 

“China has signed co-production agreements with 22 
countries. Similar agreements between Iran and China are in 
the works, and will be signed by the end of this year,” he said. 

He made the remarks on Monday during “Focus on Iran: 
Dialogue between Iranian and Chinese Filmmakers”, a session 
that the Shanghai International Film Festival organized. 
Eight Iranian movies are competing at the event that will 
run until June 24.

Iranian filmmaker Reza Mirkarimi who is also the 
director of Iran’s Fajr International Film Festival gave 
an overview of Iranian cinema.

The manager of the International Relations Department 
of the Fajr festival, Kamyar Mohsenin, also attended the 
meeting. 

“Governments can work to promote cooperation 
between countries, but the implementation should be done 
by filmmakers. Filmmakers need to have more dialogue. 
Maybe a movie on children’s topics can be a starting point 
of our collaboration,” Mohsenin said.

The CEO of China’s Dirty Monkey Films Group, Wang 
Yibing, noted that Chinese and Iranian filmmakers share 
a passion for realistic films. 

“Each country’s complicated social structure and large 
population provide fertile soil for creativity,” he added. 

Pointing to “Capernaum”, a Lebanese film that premiered 
at Cannes last year and was a theatrical sensation in 
China, he concluded that Iranian movies can be just as 
successful in China. 

GUIDE TO 
SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

A little work which lasts is better than excessive 
work which produces fatigue.

Imam Ali (AS)

Iran, China to collaborate 
on film industry

Comcast partners with Charter, Cox to 
advance targeted advertising

Empowerment rules at MTV awards, 
with win for Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Superhero 
blockbuster “Avengers: Endgame” was the 
top winner at the MTV Movie and TV awards 
on Monday in a show marked by messages 
of empowerment and self-esteem.

The Marvel movie, the second biggest 
box office hit of all time, took wins for best 
movie, villain (Josh Brolin’s Thanos) and 
hero (Robert Downey Jr’s Iron Man.)

But U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, the diminutive, 86-year-
old liberal judge, was voted best real-life 
hero, cementing her status as an unexpected 
pop culture icon, especially among women. 
She did not attend the MTV ceremony in 
the California beach city of Santa Monica.

The MTV Movie and TV awards usually 
focus on crowd-pleasers and is an irreverent 
antidote to the more serious winter 
Hollywood awards season. Winners get 
popcorn shaped trophies and are chosen 
by fans voting online.

But while medieval fantasy “Game of 
Thrones” was named best TV show on 
Monday, other awards went to darker fare.

“Surviving R. Kelly,” in which seven 
women spoke on camera about what they 
said was years of sexual and emotional 
abuse by the “I Believe I Can Fly” singer, 
won best documentary.

The Lifetime network documentary 
led to Kelly being dropped by his record 
company and to criminal charges in 
Chicago of aggravated sexual assault 
involving four women, three of them 
minors. Kelly has pleaded not guilty 
and is awaiting trial.

“Survivors walked through the fire 
and then stood again to tell this story,” 
Brie Miranda Bryant, an executive with 
Lifetime, said in an acceptance speech.

Elisabeth Moss, star of “The Handmaid’s 
Tale”, took the award for best performance 
in a TV show, a category that was entirely 
made up of women. The bleak drama series 
portrays a near future in which women 
are stripped of all their rights, including 
working and reading.

Brie Larson’s “Captain Marvel” 
triumphed in the best fight category. 

NEW YORK (Reuters) — U.S. cable 
provider Comcast Corp on Tuesday 
launched a program to further develop 
an advertising strategy that better targets 
audiences, as the TV industry looks to 
lure more advertisers away from digital 
players like Facebook Inc and Alphabet 
Inc’s Google.

The initiative, called “On Addressability”, 
aims to create standards for addressable 
advertising, which targets ads to certain 
households based on their interests. It has 
so far been done only on a small scale in 
TV advertising.

Comcast said it will partner with two other 
cable providers, Charter Communications 
and Cox Media, the ad division of Cox 
Communications, to pool what they have 
learned from offering addressable advertising, 
help other content distributors do the same, 
including how to ensure customer data is used 
in ways that comply with privacy standards.

While TV is still the best way to reach 
large numbers of people at one time, it has 
lacked the targeting, data and measurement 

that digital platforms like Facebook offer 
advertisers, said Marcien Jenckes, president 
of advertising for Comcast Cable.

“TV is often looked at as the lowest 
common denominator medium (in 
advertising), and unless addressability 
is achieved at scale, we’re going to fall 
short,” he said in an interview.

Comcast has worked with TV networks 
Fox, Viacom and A+E in the past to develop 
addressable advertising, Jenckes said. He 
declined to name current distributors the 
company will work with.

U.S. wireless carrier AT&T Inc and its 
advertising unit Xandr have also heavily 
publicized their efforts in addressable ads. 
Xandr and Comcast-owned advertising 
technology company FreeWheel are 
both part of Project OAR, a consortium 
of companies that is trying to standardize 
addressable advertising.

Comcast is open to working with Xandr 
for the On Addressability initiative, but 
“our understanding is they want to take a 
more solo approach,” Jenckes said.
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“Darkened Water” to compete in Spanish 
science film festival

Iran’s “Reza” to hit silver screens 
in France

TEHRAN — Iranian 
director Alireza 

Motamedi’s drama “Reza” will go on 
screen in France on August 21, Norte 
Distribution, a French distribution and 
production company, has announced.

The film tells the story of a divorced 
man named Reza who is trying to adapt to 
his new life after a divorce while he finds 

a new romance.
“Reza” received the Ciné+ Distribution 

Support Award at the 33rd Belfort Entrevues 
International Film Festival in France last 
November. 

The film is currently on screen at Iran’s 
Art and Experience Cinemas, which are 
dedicated to screening documentary and 
art films.

TEHRAN — Iranian 
director Alireza 

Dehqan’s documentary “Darkened Water” 
(“Owsia”) is among the finalists of the first 
edition of #LabMeCrazy!, an international 
science film festival in Spain. 

The film will be screened in the Student 
Production section of the festival, which 
will be held at the University of Navarra 

in the Spanish city of Pamplona from 
September 17 to 20.

The film is about an aqueduct in the central 
Iranian city of Yazd that has supplied water 
to the city for 2,500 years. Now, it is rotting 
away due to bureaucracy and corruption.

Over 1900 movies from 107 countries 
will compete in various sections of the 
festival. 

A French poster for Iranian director Alireza Motamedi’s film “Reza”.A scene from “Darkened Water” by Iranian director Alireza Dehqan.

TEHRAN — The Iranian Academy of 
Arts (IAA) paid tribute to legendary 

actor Jamshid Mashayekhi on Monday with a perfor-
mance by the National Orchestra under the baton of 
Mashayekhi’s son, Nader.

Mashayekhi, who starred in such acclaimed movies 
as “Kamalolmolk” and “Chrysanthemum”, died on April 
2 at the age of 85.

The ceremony was attended by large number of cultural 
figures, artists and musicians, including filmmaker Masud 
Kimiai, composer Shahin Farhat, Iranian House of Cinema 
director Manuchehr Shahsavari and Farabi Cinema Foun-
dation director Alireza Tabesh.

Speaking at the ceremony, the director of IAA praised 
Mashayekhi for his dedication to Persian literature, art and 
culture of his homeland, and his love of the Iranian people.

A documentary by Hirbod Hosseini, featuring in-

terviews with actors and old chums of Mashayekhi, 
such as Davud Rashidi, Ali Nasirian and Ezzatollah 
Entezami, was screened next. 

In a short speech filmmaker Kimiai talked about the 
lofty ability of Mashakyekhi in acting.

“I worked with him in three movies and became much 
closer to him in the film ‘Lead’. He had many layers, 
with different moralities; layers which were filled with 
poetry. He knew bravery. He was capable of expressing 
his opinions directly.

“I can hardly talk about those who still remain among 
us and yet their bodies are gone. I can only say I am proud 
to have worked with him in my three films,” he said with 
a sigh in his voice.

The ceremony closed with the unveiling of a painting of 
Mashayekhi’s portrait by Habib Derakhshani, and a bust 
of the actor made by Ahmad Arabbeigi.

Iranian Academy of Arts pays tribute to legendary actor Jamshid Mashayekhi
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Swedish author Asa Lind to meet 
her Persian readers in Tehran

TEHRAN — Swedish children’s book writer 
Asa Lind will attend a meeting with the Persian 

readers of her books at Tehran’s Book City Institute on Saturday.
The author is due to talk about Swedish literature, children’s 

interest in literature and the main issues affecting their interests. 

An excerpt of Lind’s book series “The Sand Wolf”, which has 
recently been published in Persian, will be read during the meeting.

The book contains a number of warm-hearted, poetic stories 
about a friendship between a boy and the sand wolf.

Translator Farzad Farbod, author Mehdi Rajabi, and Veronica 
Nordlund, the Second Secretary of the Embassy of Sweden, will 
also be attending the meeting.

Lind writes both fiction and non-fiction, and is particularly 
well-known for her successful Sandwolf series, which won 
the Nils Holgersson Plaque (an award given by the Swedish 
Library Association).

Her writing is poetic and philosophical, and in treating children’s 
thoughts and feelings seriously and sympathetically, she tackles 
some of the larger questions a child may have in a simple manner 
but without resorting to simplistic answers.

Lind’s visit to Tehran is part of a program for “Traces of the 
North, Nordic Days in Tehran”, a cultural exhibition that will 
open at the Iranian Artists Forum (IAF) on Friday.

She is also scheduled to deliver a speech during the exhibition 
at the IAF on Sunday.

Berlin meeting to discuss 
Iran’s artistic heritage in 
German scholars’ studies

TEHRAN — The cultural and artistic heritage of 
Iran in studies carried in the German-speaking 

countries will be discussed in the 4th Iranian Studies Forum, 
which will be held at the Iran House in Berlin from June 28 to 30.

Professors and scholars from the University of Gottingen, 
Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, University of Bamberg, 
University of Tubingen and several other academic centers in 
Germany, Switzerland, and Austria are scheduled to attend the 
forum, Iran’s Islamic Culture and Relations Organization (ICRO) 
has announced.

Pre-Islamic cultural heritage in eastern Iran, development of 
Persian calligraphy, and ancient Persian myths in Christianity are 
among the topics, which will be scrutinized during the meeting.

The Iranian Studies Forum is organized annually in collaboration 
with ICRO and several other international institutions at the 
Iran House in Berlin.

The National Orchestra performs a concert in memory 
of Jamshid Mashayekhi during a ceremony at the 
Iranian Academy of Arts organized on June 17, 2019 
to commemorate the legendary actor. (Honaronline/
Hassan Motahari)

Organizers of Iran’s Fajr International Film Festival Kamyar Mohsenin (2nd L) and Reza Mirkarimi (C) and a 
number for Chinese film officials attend “Focus on Iran: Dialogue between Iranian and Chinese Filmmakers”, 
a panel discussion at the 22nd Shanghai International Film Festival, on June 17, 2019. (SIFF)
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Asa Lind in an undated photo.

A poster for the 4th Iranian Studies Forum, which will be held 
at the Iran House in Berlin from June 28 to 30.
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