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The future of
Lebanon after Hariri
resignation

fter nearly two weeks of mass protests
Ain Lebanon, Prime Minister Saad

Hariri submitted his resignation to
President Michel Aoun on Tuesday evening,
suggesting that he is out of point to fix the
country’s problems.

“I have reached a dead end, and we
need a big shock to counter this crisis,”
Hariri said. “My call to all the Lebanese is
to prioritize the interest of Lebanon, the
safety of Lebanon, the protection of civil
peace, and the prevention of economic
collapse before everything else.”

Lebanon has been rocked by 13 days
of massive demonstrations against the
political class, spurred by outrage over
corruption and a deep economic crisis.
The protests, which started Oct. 17 with
anger over a proposed tax on WhatsApp
calls, have stopped traffic on highways
in Beirut and around this country of 6
million as thousands of demonstrators set
up tents and occupied streets and squares.
Banks and schools have been closed for
more than 10 days.

The political mechanismin Lebanon has
envisioned legal solutions for the current
situation, and Hariri’s resignation can-
not be seen as a political deadlock for the
country. However, the behavior of political
actors in Lebanon will undergo changes.

With his resignation, Hariri has prac-
tically shifted the responsibility of eco-
nomic problems onto Michel Auon and his
supporters, including Hezbollah. These
economic problems are in fact rooted in
sectarian system and the corruption of
traditional politicians coupled with their
affiliation to some Western and regional
Arab countries.

Hariri’s reluctance to meet people’s
demands may keep him and his sup-
porters away from popular protests for
ashort period of time, but will definitely
undermine his position in the political
future of Lebanon.

Saudi Arabia, which had been a long-
time supporter of the Hariri family, has
abandoned Hariri for various reasons, one
ofwhich is his lack of personality stability.
The traditional supporter prefers to follow
its goals by Samir Geagea, former leader
of the Phalange Party and current leader
of the Lebanese Forces party.

TEHRAN — Mohammad Javad Zarif,
Sergey Lavrov and Mevlut Cavusoglu,
respectively the foreign ministers of
Iran, Russia and Turkey, issued a joint
statement on Tuesday reaffirming
commitment to Syria’s territorial
integrity.

The statement was issued after a
trilateral meeting with UN secretary
general’s Special Envoy for Syria Geir

O. Pedersen in Geneva.

Following is full text of the statement
published by the Iranian Foreign Minis-
try’s website:

1. Reaffirmed the strong commitment
of the Astana guarantors to the sovereign-
ty, independence, unity and territorial
integrity of the Syrian Arab Republicand
emphasized that these principles should
be respected by all sides.

Steps that Iran may take to reduce
JCPOA commitments in next move

TEHRAN (MNA) — No official data has
been released yet about Iran’s fourth step
to reduce its JCPOA commitments but
some information can be inferred from
the remarks made by some top Iranian
officials.

According to Presidential Chief of Staff
Mahmoud Vaezi, acommittee has been
formed to study the possible options for

the intended step and the conclusions
will be reported to President Rouhani
for endorsement and implementation.
Ali Akbar Salehi, chief of the Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI),
told reporters on October 23 that the
fourth step will be announced by the
president on the set deadline i.e., on

November 7.

Iraq’s Hadi al-Amiri responds
to Muqtada al-Sadr

TEHRAN — Mugtada al-Sadr, leader of
the al-Sadr bloc, warned on Wednesday
that Iraq may turn into another Syria or
Yemen if Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi
does not resign.

He declared that his parliamentary
bloc will not ally with the parties who
refuse to push for the resignation of the
prime minister. Sadr made the remarks
in reference to Hadi al-Amiri, head of

Lebanese army urges anti-govt. protesters to open blocked roads

TEHRAN — Saad al-Hariri is ready to return
as prime minister of a new government, a senior
official familiar with his thinking said, on con-
dition it includes technocrats and be capable
of quickly implementing reforms needed to
stave off economic collapse.

Hariri’'s resignation on Tuesday has left
Lebanon with a political vacuum at a moment
of acute crisis with reforms urgently needed
to ward off even deeper financial problems
in one of the world’s most heavily indebted
states.

Meanwhile, the Lebanese army has called on
demonstrators to unblock roads following the
resignation of Prime Minister Saad Hariri in the
aftermath of about two weeks of anti-government
protests nationwide.

In a statement released on Tuesday, the army

command acknowledged the Lebanese people’s
right to “peaceful demonstration and expression
of opinion in public squares only.”

The army urged “all demonstrators to initiate
the opening of all closed routes to restore life
back to normal, in implementation of the law
and the rules of public order.”

Also on Wednesday, Lebanese troops managed
to clear the Jal al-Dib highway, north of Beirut,
after briefly scuffling with demonstrators, Press
TV reported.

The Al Jadeed TV network aired footage show-
ing soldiers trying to pick up a vehicle blocking
the highway before it drove off.

At the Ring Bridge, which connects east
and west Beirut, a security officer tried to
persuade crowds to clear the way to nearby
hospitals.

The Beirut-based Daily Star newspaper re-
ported that protesters had agreed to open the
roads and voluntarily removed tents set up on
the Jal al-Dib highway.

Prime Minister Saad Hariri stepped down on
Tuesday, surrendering to one of the demands
of the protesters, who accuse the ruling polit-
ical elite of dragging the country to economic
collapse.

Hariri said he had reached a “dead end” in
trying to resolve the crisis that has paralyzed
Lebanon for two weeks.

The protests began on October 17 when the
government proposed imposing a tax on Whatsapp
calls, along with other austerity measures.

The protests have compounded Lebanon’s
already serious economic woes. Banks kept their
doors shut on Wednesday.

the Badr Organization and leader of

Rights groups slam Bahrain for torturing 9 female activists in detention

TEHRAN — Rights groups have slammed the
Bahraini regime over the detention and mis-
treatment of nine female activists, saying that
the United States and Britain are complicit in
Manama’s human rights abuses.

According to Press TV, the report, prepared
by the London-based Bahrain Institute for
Rights and Democracy (BIRD) and Americans
for Democracy & Human Rights in Bahrain
(ADHRB) last month, was presented during
a congressional panel event in Washington,
DC, on Tuesday.

The 138-page report examines the cases of
nine female political prisoners all arrested, inter-
rogated, and convicted between February 2017
and January 2019.

Speaking during the panel, ADHRB Legal
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Officer Bridget Quitter said the women had
been targeted as part of Bahrain’s “systematic”
crackdown on free speech.

“The ill-treatment and torture, coercive in-
terrogation tactics, unfair trial, substandard
conditions of detention are not merely coinci-
dental, but part of a systematic repression of the
Bahraini population,” she said. “These women
were targeted for their opinions or those of their
relatives.”

The study revealed that the women had been
arrested without search warrants, some of which
took place during “highly militarized police raids.”
The women faced physical, psychological and
sexual abuse during their interrogation, according
to the report.

Of the nine women, three are still held in prison

indire conditions, such as being denied access to
medical care. The other six have been released
after serving their prison terms.

Speaking on Tuesday, Quitter explained that
the female activists had been convicted based
on forced confessions, and even threatened with
rape and death if they refused to comply.

“They were subjected to rights violations from
the moment of their arrest, through their inter-
rogation and torture, unfair trials and detention
in conditions which fail to meet international
standards,” Quitter said.

The reportalso highlighted how Manama had
been using “broad interpretations of counter-terror
laws” to facilitate the conviction of the female
activists, going as far as revoking citizenship in
anumber of cases.

Saffron
harvest
underway in
western Iran

Farmers in western province of Chaharma-
' hal-Bakhtiari are harvesting saffron from
around 200 hectares of land under cultivation.
The harvest season begins in mid-October
and continues till early November.
It is predicted that 800 kilograms of
saffron will be produced in the province.
: Production of saffron in Iran is forecast
to reach 430 tons in the current Iranian

4" calendar year (ends on March 19, 2020).

the Fateh Alliance.

On Tuesday, Sadr also asked al-Amiri
to help him introduce a vote of no confi-
dence in Abdul-Mahdi.

Al-Amiri holds the second-largest
number of seats in parliament behind
the al-Sadr bloc.

“l hoping for you to leave with your
dignity intact but if you've refused, then
I call on Hadi al-Amiri to help oust you
as premier immediately,”

“JARTICLE
PN B vioriniove

s+ Political analyst from
North Carolina

“a far

A short rant
after a personal
visit to Syria

0, isthere some kind of looming mil-
S itary confrontation between Russia

and the United States in eastern Syria
around Syria’s oil fields, which the U.S. in
apirate role has more or less claimed as
its own and seems to be all about looting
the oil there? Which never did belong to
the U.S. but nevermind, the U.S. has been
raping, stealing and killing around the
world for decades in the name of “empire”,
and more than ever since the dawn of this
current bloody century. This confrontation
may be ahead. What is galling most is that
the outcry against the brazen U.S. theft
ought to be universal.

The only good in any of this is that
there ought to be absolutely no question
any longer that what the U.S. has been
about in recent decades has not been
the seeding of "democracy” or “human
rights” or anything of that sort anywhere
with its 800 plus military bases scattered
across the globe and its pretensions of
“exceptionalism”.

One thing you can say about Donald
Trump: he seems to be more honest than
the two Bush screwball warmongers, Clin-
ton, and Obama. At least he is not trying
to hide bald faced aggression, theft and
rapine, mostly in the service to Zionists but
also for the Military Industrial Complex,
which so dominates the U.S. economy
now that weeding it out, if it is ever ac-
complished, is going to cause economic
pain never before experienced in the
U.S., but thatall to agood cause if it can
ever occur. The smart people inthe U.S.
are hoping for an economic depression
as soon as possible to throttle the rush
towards more U.S. threats in the Middle
East. Currently, this seems to be the only
brake to the madness.

Trump has by one report applied more
than 8000 “sanctions” against other coun-
tries and individuals since he trashed the
JCPOA in 2018, affecting 39 countries
representing a full third of humanity. Think
about that. If Iran or any other country
feels particularly set upon by the U.S.,
maybe it’s time for all countries subject
to sanctions to accept them as just more
obstacles to overcome, like say a particular
spell of horrible weather that cannot be
controlled. Until, anyway,
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Iran staying in Syria upon
Damascus request, Zarif says

Zarif and Lavrov condemn U.S. military
presence around Syrian oil fields

TEHRAN — Foreign Minister Mohammad
d e s Javad Zarif said on Tuesday that Iran is stay-
ing in Syria upon the Syrian government and people’s request.

“We will be in Syria as long as the Syrian government and
people want. Russia and Iran are in Syria’s soil at the invita-
tion of Damascus,” IRNA quoted Zarif as saying in a joint press
conference with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and
Mevlut Cavusoglu, the Turkish foreign minister, after a minis-
terial meeting in the Astana format in Geneva.

Zarifalso said that formation of a Syrian constitutional com-
mittee is a “challenging process”.

He noted that the committee should be formed and guided
without any foreign interference.

According to Sputnik, Zarif said that the Syrian territory “should
be controlled only by government, armed forces of Syria, and that
no threat should emanate for neighboring countries”.

Elsewhere, Zarif joked about the United States staying in Syria
to protect the oil fields there, saying President Donald Trump is
at least honest about Washington'’s intentions.

“Well, it seems that the United States is staying to protect the
oil and at least President Trump is honest to say what the United
States intends to do,” the chief diplomat remarked.

Lavrov, in turn, said that the return of U.S. forces to Syria,
after their transfer to Iraq, was “under the pretext of protecting
oil deposits” from the Daesh terror group.

According to Press TV, Lavrov further reminded the U.S. of
the illegality of any exploitation of a sovereign country’s natural
resources.

“The essence is that any illegal exploitation of natural resources
of a sovereign state without its consent is illegal and that is the
view that we share,” he said. “Our U.S. colleagues are aware of
our position and we will defend that position.”

M Turkey says Syria resources belong to its people

Separately, Fahrettin Altun, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s communications director, stressed Syria’s right to
its own oil reserves, saying, “Syria’s natural resources belong
to Syrians.”

“Oil or other types of revenue should be used for reconstruc-
tion efforts including local infrastructure, support for civilians,
IDPs (internally displaced persons), and refugees. Just as Syri-
ans should be able to determine their own political future, they
should also be allowed to decide how the resources of their own
land should be spent,” Altun tweeted.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry on Saturday said the U.S. has no
right to seize oil fields currently controlled by Kurdish forces in the
eastern Syrian area of Deir el-Zour, Deutsche Welle reported.

The condemnation came amid reports that a U.S. military
convoy of a dozen vehicles was moving south towards the site.

An unnamed U.S. military official confirmed to AFP news
agency that the Pentagon began reinforcing its presence in Deir
el-Zour, which boasts rich oil fields.

“This, what Washington is doing now — capturing and main-
taining control through the use of arms over oil fields in eastern
Syria—that s, to put it simply, international, state-sponsored
banditry,” said Russian General Igor Konashenkov.

The tension comes as Kurdish-led forces were forced to retreat
from parts of the northeast border, aslaid out by a cease-fire deal
struck bilaterally between Russia and Turkey.

FM says excluding Iran will
not work

By staff and agency

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said on Tues-
day that Washington’s policy to exclude Iran “from any regional
arrangement - whether in Syria, Afghanistan or Yemen - will
just not work”.

Speaking on the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference
in Doha, Zarif told Aljazeera that the United States’ sanctions
against Iran have “failed”.

He reiterated Iran’s initiative to resolve regional crises through
the “Hormuz initiative”.

At the United Nations’ summitin New York in late September,
Iran officially unveiled proposal for regional security, officially
called the Hormuz Peace Endeavour (HOPE).

“Based upon the historical responsibility of my country in
maintaining security, peace, stability and progress in the Persian
Gulf region and Strait of Hormuz, I would like to invite all the
countries directly affected by the developments in the Persian
Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz to the ‘Coalition for Hope’, mean-
ing Hormuz Peace Endeavor,” President Hassan Rouhani told
the UN delegates.

M ‘Iran would not accept a zero-sum game approach’

Zarifalso said that Iran would not accept a “zero-sum game”
approach to solve a worsening crisis following a U.S. decision
last year to abandon the 2015 nuclear deal.

He said that Iran is ready to engage with the international
community including the U.S. over its nuclear program, however,
that Tehran would not take part in discussions that did not take
into account the Iranian interests.

Referring to U.S. President Donald Trump’s insistence on
the need for a new agreement, Zarif said Iran was “not afraid of
deals or meetings” but added that “everyone is required to live
up to their own commitments”.

“The survival of any agreement depends on each party gaining
something from it,” he said.

Cabinet okays free higher
education for the physically
challenged

TEHRAN — In asession on Wednesday, the
d e sk council of ministers, chaired by President
Hassan Rouhani, approved three regulations related to supporting
the rights of physically challenged persons, the president.ir
reported.

The regulations are related to those disabled persons looking
for job and getting free higher education.

The council of ministers also approved the executive guidelines
for trading authorized movable cultural-historical and artistic
properties.

Another thing that approved by the cabinet was mandating
the Ministry of Interior to temporarily sign security and law
enforcement cooperation agreement between Iran and the Re-
public of Kyrgyzstan.
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Leader advises Lebanese, Iraqis to
prioritize security above all

Ayatollah Khamenei says U.S., Western spy services inciting unrest in regional states
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TEHRAN — Leader of
d e s the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei on Wednes-
day advised protestors in Iraq and Lebanon
to prioritize restoration of security to their
homeland over any other thing.

“I suggest the empathetic peoplein Iraq
and Lebanon to prioritize restoration of
security and tranquility to their countries,”
the Leader said at the graduation ceremony
of Army cadets at Khatam al-Anbia Air
Defense Academy in Tehran.

He further said that righteous demands
of the people in Irag and Lebanon can only
be materialized within legal frameworks.

Ayatollah Khamenei called on officials,
elites and all walks of the life in the two
countries to keep vigilance against enemies’
plots, emphasizing that insightfulness is
the only way to counter the conspiracies.

“If asociety lack security there will not
be any chance for fulfilment of cultural,
economic, research and scientific activi-
ties, therefor, maintaining security is an
extra-ordinary valuable duty which must be
remarkably admired,” the Leader remarked.

Touching upon the enemies’ plan to
spread unrest in some regional countries,
Ayatollah Khamenei said, “The organiz-
ers of these evil acts have been identified.
The U.S. and Western spy services along
with financial support of some reactionary

countries in the region are behind these
incidents (in Iraq and Lebanon).”

“The enemies had resorted to such a plot
against our country too, but fortunately
our nation came to the scene in time and
wisely, in the meantime, the country’s armed
forces were well prepared and foiled that
plot,” the Leader pointed out.

Irag and Lebanon have been the scene
of protests in recent days.

At the start of October, street protests
erupted in several Iraqgi cities over un-
employment and a lack of basic services.

The protests resumed on Friday after a
pause of about two weeks. The gatherings
have turned violent at some points over
the past days, with conflicting unofficial
reports of fatalities.

In Lebanon, the protests first began on
October 17, hitting Lebanon at a time of

worsening financial crisis — banks were
closed for a 10th day on Tuesday along
with schools and businesses.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian, a senior
foreign policy advisor to the Iranian par-
liament speaker, has blamed the United
States and Saudi Arabia for the recent
unrest in Lebanon and Iraq, saying the
two countries’ “political terrorism” will
end in failure.

“Yesterday in Yemen, the U.S. and Saudi
Arabia forced the prime minister to resign
and created a government-less state which
led to their failure and they are now stuck in
Yemen’s quagmire,” Amir Abdollahian said
in his Instagram account on Tuesday night.
“Today, they are creating a government-less
state and unrestin Iraq and Lebanon.”

Earlier this month, a senior member of
the Iranian Parliament National Security
and Foreign Policy Committee said that
joint plots orchestrated by Washington
and Riyadh were root causes of the recent
riotsin lraq.

Ala’eddin Boroujerdi said that Riyadh
tried to push Irag into anarchy on the
threshold of the Arbaeen march to cover
Saudi forces’ disgusting failuresin Yemen.

“Recent developments in Iraqg are defi-
nitely a result of provocations manufac-
tured out of Irag in which the U.S. played
apivotal role,” he underscored.

Iran to take fourth nuclear step if remaining parties fail to honor obligations: government

NN RNEYV.NY TEHRAN — Mahmoud Vaezi, the

d e s presidential chief of staff, confirmed on
Wednesday that Iran will take the fourth step to reduce
commitments under the 2015 nuclear deal, known as the
JCPOA, if the remaining parties fail to honor obligations
by the scheduled deadline.

The remaining parties to the JCPOA are the E3 —Britain,
Germany and France — the European Union, Russiaand China.

“A committee is studying this issue. We will definitely
take the fourth step if we do not achieve what we are seeing
in the talks by the end of the two-month deadline,” he told
reporters.

U.S. President Donald Trump quit the multilateral deal in
May 2018 and imposed the toughest ever sanctions on Iran.

On May 8, exactly one year after the U.S. abandoned the
deal, Tehran began to partially reduce its commitments to
the agreement at bi-monthly intervals.

In the first stage, Iran announced that it will not limit its
stockpile of the nuclear fuel to 300 kilograms allowed under
the deal. However, on that date (May 8) Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council (SNSC) said if the remaining parties
to the JCPOA, especially Europeans, devise a mechanism
to protect Iran from the sanctions’ effect in the two-month
deadline it will reverse its decision.

But since European parties missed the deadline, on July
7 Iran announced that it has started enriching uraniumtoa
higher purity than the 3.67%, thereby starting the second step.

Again, as Europe missed the second 60-day deadline,
Iran moved to take the third step, removing a ban on nuclear
research and development (R&D).

Vaezi told reporters on October 23 that Iran will take
fourth step to reduce commitments under the JCPOA if no
concrete action is taken by the remaining parties to protect
Iran from the U.S. sanctions.

The current deadline comes to an end in early November.

‘We should avoid self-inflicted sanctions’

Vaezi also said that Iran should use the opportunity to
join the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) in order to
avoid self-inflicted sanctions.

He said those inside Iran who oppose joining the FATF
should accept the responsibility for their actions.

The Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
said on October 18 that it has given Iran a final deadline of
February 2020 to tighten its laws against money laundering
in compliance with the global watchdog’s financial standards.

“If before February 2020, Iran does not enact the Paler-
mo and Terrorist Financing Conventions in line with the
FATF Standards, then the FATF will fully lift the suspension
of counter-measures and call on its members and urge all
jurisdictions to apply effective counter-measures, in line
with recommendation 19,” the FATF said in a statement,
Reuters reported.

The general consensus in the Expediency Council is
against approving the FATF.

Gholamreza Mesbahi-Moghadam, a member of the Ex-
pediency Council, told ISNA in an interview published on
October 14 that the council has set aside studies to approve
bills related to the FATF.

“Palermo and CFT will help the United States to identify
the ways we circumvent the sanctions. We will not tighten
sanctions by our own hands,” Mesbahi-Moghadam remarked.

One of the actions Iran is required to take to appease the
FATF is to ratify the CFT, the convention combatting the
financing of terrorism.

Talking in a cabinet meeting on October 23, President
Hassan Rouhani called on the Expediency Council to approve
FATF related bills.

“Itis our pride that we fight terrorists and counter cor-
ruption, therefore we should not allow allegations of money
laundering against our banking system,” Rouhani stated.
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He added, “This hurts our country.”

M ‘Washington uses terrorists as winning card’

On the death of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the founder and
leader of Daesh (ISIL) terrorist group, Vaezi said Wash-
ington uses terrorists as “winning card”.

“Death of Baghdadi is not end of Daesh. Daesh was
created by the United States and it [the U.S.] supported the
group when needed and now, near the elections [the 2020
U.S. presidential elections], they took this action [killing
Baghdadi],” opined Vaezi who acted as the second-ranking
diplomat in the 1980s and early 1990s.

Trump announced on Sunday that Baghdadi had died
during a “dangerous and daring” nighttime operation in
Syria.

“Last night the United States brought the world’s number
one terrorist leader to justice,” Trump said while addressing
the media at the White House on Sunday.

The U.S. president said the Daesh leader blew himself
up, dying “like adog,” and “like a coward” after American
forces trapped him inside a dead-end tunnel.

Iran, Russia and Turkey reaffirm commitment to Syria’s integrity

They reiterated their strong determination to combat
terrorism in all forms and manifestations and to disrupt
separatist agendas in the Syrian territory;

2. Welcomed the formation the Constitutional Commit-
tee and its convening in Geneva on 30 October 2019 as a
result of the decisive contribution of the Astana guarantors
and the implementation of the decisions of the Syrian Na-
tional Dialogue Congress in Sochi and appreciated in this
regard the efforts of the UN Secretary General’s Special
Envoy for Syria;

3. Expressed their conviction that the launch of the
Constitutional Committee proves that there could be no
military solution to the Syrian conflict and reaffirmed their
commitment to advance viable and lasting Syrian-led and
Syrian-owned, UN-facilitated political process in line with
the UN Security Council resolution 2254;

4. Reaffirmed their determination to support the work of
the Constitutional Committee through continuous interac-

tion with the Syrian parties and the UN Secretary-General’s
Special Envoy for Syria in order to ensure its sustainable
and effective work;

5. Expressed their view that the work of the Constitutional
Committee should be governed by a sense of compromise
and constructive engagement without foreign interference
and externally imposed timelines aimed at reaching general
agreement of its members that would enable the outcome
to receive the widest possible support by the Syrian people;

6. Stressed the importance of the broader settlement
process moving forward to increase humanitarian assistance
to all Syrians throughout the country without preconditions
and discrimination, to facilitate safe and voluntary return
of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) to their
original places of residence in Syria as well as to build
confidence and trust between the Syrian parties.

Steps that Iran may take to reduce JCPOA commitments in next move

Although no official announcement
has been made by the government about the
details of the fourth step, the following can be
deducted from the remarks and statements
made so far:

M Increasing enrichment level, hav-
ing secondary circuit of the Arak reactor
operational

According to Salehi, Iran will unveil a
chain of 30 IR6 centrifuges within the next
days.

As hesaid, Iranistoadd up to 45 percent
to its enrichment capacity i.e., about 3,500
SWU will be added to the current 5,600 SWU
capacity.

“Iran had 2,300 kilograms of enriched
uranium before JCPOA and the figure now
stands at 1,700 to 1,800 kilograms,” Salehi
said, noting that the country is snapping back
to its pre-JCPOA level.

The country was expected to take such
measures in the 8th year of the implementation
of the nuclear deal but itis now increasing both
the purity and capacity of the enrichment.

This can be translated as Iran’s warning
to Europeans.

Accordingly, some experts believe that Iran
will unveil the said chain in its fourth step of
reducing nuclear commitments.

Regarding the Arak heavy reactor, Salehi
announced that the secondary circuit of the
project, which is its major part, besides its
refueling machine will come online in near
future.

M Unveiling IR7, IR8 & IR9 centri-
fuges

In addition to Salehi’s remarks, those by
President Rouhani also suggest some infor-
mation.

In his press conference on October 14,

Rouhani announced that IR7, IR8, and IR9
centrifuges will be unveiled and become op-
erational in the near future.

Experts assume that regarding Iran’s
third step, when IR5, IR4, IRM2, and IRM6
modern centrifuges became operational for
research purposes, Rouhani’s remarks may
refer to what Iran is to do in the fourth step.

Considering all the statements of senior
senior officials, the fourth step may include:
unveiling chain of 30 IR6 centrifuges, increas-
ing enrichment level, running the secondary
circuit of the Arak heavy water nuclear reactor
aswell as installing its refueling machine, be-
sidesunveiling IR7, IR8, and IR9 centrifuges.

In 2015, Iran and six major powers (five
member states of the United Nations Security
Council —Russia, the United States, France,
the United Kingdom and China—and Ger-
many) agreed on the Joint Comprehensive

Plan of Action, which particularly stipulated
the removal of sanctions imposed on Tehran
over its nuclear program.

On May 8, 2018, U.S. President Donald
Trump announced Washington’s unilateral
withdrawal from the nuclear deal. Washing-
ton imposed previous sanctionson Iran and
introduced new ones.

In response to the U.S. move to leave the
JCPOA and reimpose sanctions, Tehran has
so far rowed back on its nuclear commitments
three times in compliance with articles 26
and 36 of the JCPOA, but stressed that its
retaliatory measures will be reversible as
soon as European signatories to the accord
find practical ways to shield the mutual trade
from U.S. sanctions.

Iran says that if it does not receive economic
benefits from the JCPOA by November it will
further reduce its commitments.
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‘IRAN IN FOCUS

Banks in Malaysia close lIranians’
accounts due to U.S. sanctions: report

}J CIMBBANK

TEHRAN — Banks in
d e sk Malaysiaareclosingthe
accounts of Iranian individuals and com-
panies because of U.S. sanctions, Reuters
reported on Wednesday, citinga number
of affected individuals.

According to the news agency, some
Iranians and one embassy official said that
there were “mass closure” of Iranians’ bank
accounts in the Southeast Asian country
in recent months.

The banks were being “more Catholic
than the Pope”, said university lecturer
Behrang Samadi, who is among an esti-
mated 10,000 Iranians living in Malaysia
and learnt in August that his bank, CIMB,
would close his 14-year-old account.

“In Western countries, there is no prob-
lem opening bank accounts,” he added.
“They are only sensitive about money
transfers, especially in big amounts.”

Samadi said he withdrew his money soon
after the bank warned him of the closure

CIMB and RHB declined to comment.
Malaysia’s central bank directed queries
to the Association of Banks in Malaysia,
which declined to comment.

Such matters depended on individual
banks’ own risk appetite and assessment,
the central bank said this month in an email
response to one Iranian’s complaint that
was viewed by Reuters.

But a July notification on the central
bank’s website refers to a statement by
the Financial Action Task Force urging
“enhanced due diligence” on Iranians by
members of the global money laundering
watchdog.

Iran’s embassy in Kuala Lumpur said it
was working to resolve the issue.

“We hope that by goodwill and cooper-
ation of the Malaysian officials, the nego-
tiations will yield a positive result,” it told
Reuters in an email last week, adding that
Iranian companies had also been affected.

For now, lranians in the Malaysian

within amonth’s time, though he was still
able to access hisaccount online on Sunday.

Itwas not clear if the account closures
were linked to the tracking of a tanker
of Iranian fuel oil offshore Malaysia this
year, a development that annoyed the

United States.

Many Iranians said they knew of dozens
of compatriots who had received notices
from CIMB and RHB Bank.

“We regret to inform (you) that we
are unable to continue the banking rela-

tionship,” CIMB said in identical notices
reviewed by Reuters.

The banks did not state a reason, but
some individuals said bank officials at-
tributed the move to tighter scrutiny after
the sanctions.

capital have been left wondering how to
pay school fees or hospital bills.
“Without a bank account we need to
use the ancient techniques, keeping money
under the pillow or in teapots,” said one of
them, who sought anonymity. “It’s not fair.”

U.S., Saudis behind unrest in Iraq, Lebanon: advisor

TEHRAN — Hossein Amir Abdollahian, a
d e sk seniorforeign policy advisor to the Iranian
parliament speaker, has blamed the United States and Saudi
Arabia for the recent unrest in Lebanon and Iraq, saying
the two countries’ “political terrorism” will end in failure.

“Yesterday in Yemen, the U.S. and Saudi Arabia forced
the prime minister to resign and created a government-less
state which led to their failure and they are now stuck in
Yemen's quagmire,” Amir Abdollahian said in his Instagram
account. “Today, they are creating a government-less state
and unrestin Iraqand Lebanon.”

“Without a doubt, the new version of ‘political terrorism’
will end in failure as well,” he added.

Iragq and Lebanon have been the scene of protests in
recent days.

At the start of October, street protests erupted in several
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Iraqi cities over unemployment and a lack of basic services.
An official investigation found that a total of 157 people,
including civilians and security forces, had been killed in

the first round of protests in the capital and other cities.

The protests resumed on Friday after a pause of about two
weeks. The gatherings have turned violent at some points over
the past days, with conflicting unofficial reports of fatalities.

In Lebanon, the protests first began on October 17, hitting
Lebanon at a time of worsening financial crisis — banks
were closed for a 10th day on Tuesday along with schools
and businesses.

Embattled Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri submitted
his resignation on Tuesday evening as people remained on
the streets across Lebanon for anti-government demonstra-
tions against the country’s economic crisis.

Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri said the resig-
nation of the incumbent government led by Hariri would
not solve the deep social and economic crisis in the country,
and would further complicate the situation.

Zarif meets Swiss state secretary

in Geneva

o

TEHRAN — Iranian

d e s Kk Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif met on Wednesday
morning with Swiss State Secretary Pascale
Baeriswyl in Geneva to discuss a range of
issues, including the latest developments
in the Middle East.

During the meeting, the two sides also
discussed recent developmentsin Tehrn-
Bern ties, as well as the fate of the Iran
nuclear deal, officially known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
Tasnim reported.

Zarif travelled to Geneva for a minis-
terial meeting of the Astana Process for
peace in Syria.

The chief Iranian diplomat also met
with his Russian and Turkish counter-
parts and the United Nations Secre-
tary-General’s Special Envoy for Syria

Geir O. Pedersen on Tuesday.

The meeting of foreign ministers of the
three member states of the Astana Process
coincided with the inaugural meeting of
the Syrian Constitutional Committee.

Inajointcommuniqué at the end of their
meeting, Iran, Russiaand Turkey stressed
that Syria’s long-awaited constitutional
committee must work independently and
far from any foreign interference in order
to draw maximum support from all walks
of the Syrian nation.

The Astana peace talks were launched
onJan. 23-24, 2017 with the aim of putting
an end to the Syrian crisis.

Kazakhstan has hosted multiple rounds
of talks on Syria since January 2017, backed
by the three power brokers, most of which
involved delegations from the Syrian gov-
ernment and opposition.

Army equips operational units with
modern hand-launched drones

d e sk dier General Kiomars
Heidari, commander of Iran’s Army Ground
Forces, announced on Wednesday that a
new domestically-made model of hand-
launched drones, named Farpad, has been
handed over to the operational units.

Pointing to the latest achievements by
the army’s self-sufficiency organization in
planning and manufacturing drone sys-
tems, Heidari said, “The ground forces
have manufactured a new model of hand-
launched drones. This drone is not under
research anymore. It has successfully passed
field tests and has been handed over to the
operational units.”

“Farpad drone will be utilized in re-
connaissance and monitoring missions
at border lines and other relevant oper-
ations,” Heidari stated, according to the

TEHRAN — Briga-

army’s public relations.

The brigadier general further said, “The
army is to equip mobile combat brigades
and rapid reaction and intelligence units
with Farpad.”

“Farpad in equipped with automatic
pilot system and portable ground control
station. Farpad is also capable of partici-
pating in electronic wars. The drone is also
capable of detecting targets viaimaging.”

Thebrigadier general added, “Thearmy’s
ground forces enjoy long record in applying
drones, and now, they own various drone
systems, including radar-evading, night-fly-
ing, reconnaissance and combat drones.”

Iran has recently made major break-
throughs in its defense sector and attained
self-sufficiency in producing military
equipment and hardware despite facing
sanctions and economic pressure.

Iranian ambassador, Hakim call for dialogue to resolve regional crises

TEHRAN — Iranian Ambassador to
d e sk Baghdad Iraj Masjedi meton Tuesday
with chief of the National Wisdom Movement of Iraq
Ammar Hakim in Baghdad, where the two sides stressed
that dialogue and peaceful means are only remedies to
the ongoing crises in the regional countries.

The two sides discussed regional developments as
well as the current situation in Iraqg.

“The regional countries would benefit from talks

and not conflicts,” Masjedi and Hakim said during the
meeting, Fars reported.

“Everyone’s interest lies in using the tool of talks
and keeping the region away from any conflict that
could affect regional and global security,” Hakim said.

In arelevant development on Monday, Iraq’s Islamic
Resistance Movement Al-Nujaba denounced Washing-
ton’sdestructive role in Iraqg, blaming the U.S. for being
behind corruption and chaos in the country.

Al-Nujaba urged the Iraqi protesters to comply with
the advice of Iraqgi Shiite authorities to not allow the
Ba’athist and Americans to infiltrate peaceful demon-
strations.

The Iraqi Islamic Resistance movement also con-
demned the killing of Iraqi security forces and members
of Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF).

The statement came as protests escalated in the Iraqi
capital Baghdad and other cities.

Commander: Full security prevailing along Iranian borders

TEHRAN (FNA) — Commander of the
Iranian Border Guards Brigadier General
Qassem Rezaee on Wednesday underlined
that full security prevails at all borders of
the country.

“We do not have any security concern
at the borders as a result of cooperation
and companionship of the people,” General
Rezaee said in a meeting in the North-
western province of West Azarbaijan on
Wednesday.

“At present, we enjoy good superiority at
the country’s borders due to the measures
that we have adopted, including targeted
inspections which are among our main
plans,” he added.

The Iranian police, border guards and
the IRGC are actively engaged in securi-
ty operations against anti-lran terrorist
groups.

Commander of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps Ground Force Brigadier Gen-

eral Mohammad Pakpour announced late
last month that the IRGC forces had en-
gaged in over 50 clashes with the terrorists
at the Iranian borders and killed tens of
militants since late March.

“Over 50 cases of attack have happened
in the past 6 months which have led to
clashes and considerable tolls have been
inflicted on the terrorists’ operational teams
at the Northwestern and Southeastern bor-
dersof Iran,” General Pakpour told FNA.

He also added that several Takfiri and
terrorist teams in the Western borders of
Iran have been dismantled completely by the
IRGC Ground Forces and tens of terrorists
have been killed in the past three years.

General Pakpour underlined that se-
curity and tranquility prevails at the Ira-
nian borders despite all moves made by
the terrorist groups due to the intelligence
superiority and preparedness of the IRGC
Ground Force’s units.
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Tehran calls on Lebanon to
preserve unity

TEHRAN — Iran’s Foreign Ministry has called
d e s on Lebanon’s officials and political figures to
preserve their unity and rapport in the aftermath of Prime Min-
ister Saad Hariri’s resignation.

In a statement on Tuesday evening, Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Abbas Mousavi expressed the hope that the Lebanese nation
and government would successfully get through such serious and
sensitive juncture with rapport.
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Mousavi also stressed the need for stability in the friendly
and brotherly country of Lebanon.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran emphasizes the need for the
solidarity, unity and rapport among all Lebanese clans, parties
and characters in order to maintain the country’s stability and
security and to respond to the legitimate demands of the Lebanese
people at a calm atmosphere,” he said, according to the Foreign
Ministry’s website.

Hariri submitted his resignation to President Michel Aoun
on Tuesday after 13 days of continuous protests.

“l have reached a dead end today. I will head to the Baab-
da Palace to submit the government’s resignation to President
Michel Aoun,” Hariri said as he addressed the Lebanese nation
in a televised speech on Tuesday evening.

“Posts are not important; what's important is the country’s
dignity and safety,” he added, calling upon people from all strata
of the Lebanese society to preserve the stability and security of
the country.

Hariri highlighted that he wants to make a “positive shock,”
saying, “No one is bigger than his country.”

He also told Lebanese political parties that “it is our respon-
sibility to protect Lebanon”.

Under the constitution, Hariri’s cabinet would stay on in a
caretaker capacity until a new government is formed.

The protests first began on October 17, hitting Leba-
non at a time of worsening financial crisis — banks were
closed for a 10th day on Tuesday along with schools and
businesses.

Earlier in the day, Lebanese Parliament Speaker
Nabih Berri said the resignation of the incumbent gov-
ernment led by Hariri would not solve the deep social
and economic crisis in the country, and would further
complicate the situation.

Three key ministers to
attend Majlis national
security committee

TEHRAN — Foreign Minister Mohammad
d e s Javad Zarif, Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahm-
ani Fazli and Defense Minister Amir Hatmi are to attend the
Parliament’s National Security and Foreign Policy Committee
next week to respond questions by legislators.

The committee is supposed to review a bill of cooperation
protocol on countering organized crimes in the Caspian Sea
whichisan appendix to the sea’s security cooperation agreement,
a plan on the government’s commitment to provide support
for anti-hegemonic powers research and scientific centers and
also a plan on punishing those managers who act in line with
sanctions against Iran.

The above-mentioned ministers will attend the committee
on Monday and Tuesday to respond any possible questions by
the lawmakers sitting on the committee.

Intelligence Ministry
disbands currency smuggling
gang in northwestern lran

TEHRAN — The Iranian Intelligence
d e sk Ministry announced on Wednesday that
it has dismantled a team of currency smugglers in the north-
western province of West Azarbaijan.
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The ministry’s public relations announced that the armed
gang was committing illegal trade and smuggling currency in
the cities of Boukan, Mahabad, Urmiya and Tehran.

It added that the members, who had already been identi-
fied, were under close monitoring of the intelligence forces
in West Azarbaijan.

The ministry further said that the gang was ultimately dis-
mantled via several smart operations.

“Five main members of the band, including the band leader
were arrested through coordination with judiciary officials.
A large amount of currency, a number of guns, an amount of
fake dollar notes, fake plate of vehicles and several vehicles
used for smuggling currency were seized in the operations,”
the ministry explained.
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STOCK MARKET

TEDPIX 309660.8
IFX 3927.58
Sources: tse.ir, Ifb.ir

CURRENCIES

uUSD 42,000 rials
EUR 46,657 rials
GBP 54,024 rials
AED 11,437 rials

Source: chi.ir
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Brent $61.35/b
WTI $55.55/b
OPEC Basket $61.65/b
Gold $1,494.75/0z
Silver $$17.94/0z
Platinium $924.50/0z

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

Tajikistan to host exclusive
expo of lIranian goods

I AN NN'BRE TEHRAN — Iran’s Ambassador to Dushanbe

d e s said an exclusive exhibition of Iranian goods
and services is going to be held in Tajikistan’s capital in near
future, IRNA reported.

Speaking in a trade committee meeting of Mashhad Chamber
of Commerce on Wednesday, Mohammad-Taqi Saberi said after
several rounds of talks and negotiations the Tajik side has agreed
to host the exhibition which is expected to be held in December.

Iranian companies active in various areas including food in-
dustry, agricultural products, minerals and mining industries,
construction materials, banking services, transportation and
tourism will participate in this exhibition.

Iran already has a permanent exhibition of its goods and
services called “Almas” in Dushanbe.

Iran’s permanent exhibition was opened in May 2017.

Confectionery, paints, pistachios, cement, aluminum oxide,
medicines, poultry, biscuits, as well as engineering services are
among Iran’s top exporting commaodities and services to Tajikistan.

Singapore’s Central Bank sees
uneven economic growth this
year and stabilization in 2020

Singapore’s economic growth will remain uneven through the
end of the year, with weakness concentrated in trade and man-
ufacturing, before halting its downtrend in 2020, the central
bank said.

According to scmp.com, the city state’s prospects are in line
with the path of the global economy, which should “stabilize”
next year, the Monetary Authority of Singapore said in its Mac-
roeconomic Review on Wednesday.

The domestic economy “could experience fits and starts for
the rest of the year, and into 2020”, the MAS said.

MAS managing director Ravi Menon said last week that the
current cycle should bottom out toward the end of 2019 as the
downturn appears to be confined to the trade and manufacturing
sectors.

The central bank elaborated on that view in its report on
Wednesday, showing inflation will remain subdued while the
labor market will soften.

The MAS, which uses the exchange rate as its main tool,
eased policy in October for the first time since 2016. The move
was a “measured adjustment” given that economic growth,
business costs and consumer prices are expected to stabilize
rather than decelerate further, the MAS said in its report.

A “more aggressive easing of policy is unwarranted at this
juncture”, it said, although risks to growth and inflation are
tilted to the downside.

The MAS reiterated it is prepared to adjust policy if the
outlook weakens significantly.

The services industry remains resilient for now and will
continue to be a key support for growth, the central bank said.

The outlook for the trade sector is “uncertain”, with prospects
also depending on a recovery in the global electronics cycle.

Singapore’s labor market has weakened and wage growth
is likely to slow into next year, the central bank said. The
latest data shows retrenchments are on the rise, companies
are cautious about raising wages, and unemployed people are
taking more time to find new work.

“Hiring sentiment has become more restrained amid the
economic slowdown,” according to the report.

“Looking ahead, domestic wage growth should ease as the
labor market softens, even while sluggish demand could limit
the pass-through of cost increases to consumers.”
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Iranian banks obliged
to set up anti-money
laundering units

TEHRAN — Central Bank
d e sk oflranhasobligedallthe
country’s banks and credit institutions to
establish anti-money laundering units, IRNA
reported on Wednesday.

As per the law, anti-money laundering
and terrorism financing units are required
to regularly review and evaluate transac-
tions and operations in the banks and credit
institutions.

Banks and creditinstitutions are required

to execute identification processes to classify
their customers based on their risk levels
according to CBI anti-money laundering and
terrorism financing regulations, and imple-
ment identification procedures appropriate
to this risk levels.

The Central Bank of Iran, as the regulator
of all financial and credit institutions in the

compliance with the rules and regulations

“Implementing regulations(By-laws)”,”In-

country, has been taking all necessary meas-
ures to provide the said institutions with the
required infrastructures and to monitor their

pertain to money laundering.
The bank has dedicated a part of its web-

site to anti-money laundering where “Laws”,

structions”, “Circulars”, “Translation of AML/
CFT documents” and “Researches on AML/
CFT” can be easily accessed by everyone.

IMIDRO carries out mining excavation
on 102,000 sg.m of land

TEHRAN — Iranian
d e sk Minesand Mining In-
dustries Development and Renovation Or-
ganization (IMIDRO) carried out mining
excavation work on 102,000 square meters
of land across the country in the past Ira-
nian calendar year (ended on March 20,
2019), IRNA reported.

IMIDRO spent 974 billion rials (over
$22.5 million) on the mentioned excavation
operations which included exploration,
identification and prospecting operations
foriron ore, coal, bauxite, gold and copper.

Back in August, IMIDRO head had
announced that exploration operations
were started in 300,000 square meters
of land across the country.

According to Khodadad Gharibpour,
the country’s private sector has invested
11.3 trillion rials (about $269.04 million)
in the mining sector since last December
up to August.

“This amount of investmentisaturning
pointin the private sector’s contribution to
the development of the country’s mining

industries,” Gharibpour said inan IMIDRO
deputies meeting.

Earlier in October, head of Geological
Survey and Mineral Explorations of Iran
(GSI) also announced that 60 new areas
were going to be opened and awarded to
the private sector for mining exploration
and excavation.

“In line with the organization’s new
approach regarding the contribution of
private sector in the country’s large-scale
exploration activities, we are planning to
award new areas for mining exploration,
so that the private sector would be able to
enter mining activities in a fair and trans-
parentenvironment,” Alireza Shahidi said.

Tehran to host Iran-Armenia business

forum in late Nov.

TEHRAN — Tehran
d e s Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (TCCIMA) is planning to hold an
Iran-Armenia business forum on No-
vember 25 in Tehran, TCCIMA portal
announced.

The event is going to be held in col-
laboration with the Iran-Armenia Joint
Chamber of Commerce and Armenian
embassy in Tehran.

Armenian Ambassador to Tehran Ar-
tashes Toumanian and TCCIMA Head
Masoud Khansari as well as representa-
tives of renowned companies from both
sides are going to attend the forum to
discuss ways of expanding mutual eco-
nomic cooperation.

While the U.S. renewed sanctions on
Iran are aimed at isolating the Islamic
Republic both politically and economi-
cally, Iran’s relations, especially in the
economic sectors, with its neighbors
are seemed not to be affected by the

sanctions.

The northwestern neighbor Armenia
is one of the countries preserving and
expanding its economic relations with
Iran regardless of the sanction condition.

It has been several times emphasized
by the Armenian officials as during a
meeting with Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani in Tehran in late February, Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
voiced his country’s willingness to boost
cooperation with the Islamic Republicin
all areas, including agriculture, transport
and tourism.

As previously announced by Iran’s
commercial attaché to Yerevan Mohsen
Rahimi, the value of trade between Iran
and Armenia has hit a record high of
$364 million in 2018.

The official put the worth of Iran’s
export to its neighbor at $269 million
and said that natural gas, petrochemicals,
iron and steel, tiles and ceramics, fruit
and nuts have been the major Iranian
products exported to Armenia in the
past year.

France faces up to China’s Africa challenge with Paris business forum

By Christina Okello

France is stepping up its push for in-
fluence on the African continent, with
its flagship B2B event, Ambition Africa,
which kicks off Wednesday for its sec-
ond year. It comes as competition from
China and other players for the African
market is rife.

French companies are looking to ex-
pand their operations in non-European
markets, and Africa with its fast growing
population is a perfect choice.

But its African push won’t be easy.

The “only sectors where France still
has some influence is in the services, port
management and telecoms sectors,” com-
ments Antoine Glaser, author of the book
Arrogant like a French man in Africa.

To stand out in a market dominated
by China, French companies are trying
to reposition themselves as a source for
sustainable development products and
services.

“France is carving out a niche market
around sustainability and water manage-
ment because it's the only area where it
can compete. The rest, like infrastructure
and construction have been taken over
by the Chinese,” Glaser told RFI.

French companies like Veolia and Suez

have managed to secure contracts for water
and electricity in countries like Gabon;
and this year’'s Ambition Africa forum
is built around topics focusing on urban
development and Africa’s energy mix, in
the run-up to the Africa-France summit
on sustainable African cities in July.

M Bilateral trade forward

The two-day event will gather hundreds
of industry experts, entrepreneurs, and
business leaders for discussions on how
to move bilateral trade forward.

It comes at a critical juncture for
France, amid fears of recession, and
increased competition for the African
market.

The “economic and social situation
in the country is dire,” says Francgois
Ndengwe, chairman of the African Ad-
visory Board, which advises institutions
on good governance.

Areport by the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) earlier this year warned that the
French economy was slowing down due
to global uncertainty and social unrest.

For Ndengwe, Paris is stepping up its
engagement with Africa because it has
to find a new consumer market.

The continent “offers opportunities for

France to improve its economic situation,”
he said, pointing to the country’s high
public deficit and stubborn unemployment.

However, Paris is “handicapped” be-
cause of its reputation as a former colo-
nial power, which will make it “difficult
to convince in particular the youth and
African entrepreneurs that it is coming
with a new view,” he warns.

Ndengwe regrets that the conference
skirts over the issue of the controversial
CFA currency.

M To yield substantial growth

“It is the elephant in the room,” he
comments. “But unless there is a frank
discussion on the issue of the CFA currency
there will be no progression in francophone
countries,” he reckons, arguing that two
centuries of bilateral trade with France
has failed to yield substantial growth for
the former French colonies.

Today, Franceis pledging a real win-
win partnership with the continent, and
is using tools like Ambition Africa, which
aims to make France a hub for African
trade, to get its point across. Another
weapon is its diaspora community.

What's behind Macron’s courting of
the African diaspora?

“France is trying to mobilize its citizens

of African origin, particularly those who
are skilled and have been trained at its top
companies, and use them as ambassadors
in their countries of origin,” comments
for his part Antoine Glaser.

“These men and women are today being
promoted to top positions and are being
used as the face of France’s strategy on
the continent to help it win new markets,”
he told RFI.

The renewed interest in the African
market is likely to be welcomed by the
continent’s leaders, keen for foreign in-
vestment. However, critics will be watching
closely to see what transpires from France’s
African push in terms of concrete jobs
and training, beyond slick PR.

(Source: en.rfi.fr)

Indian economy is on a decline. So why are IMF and World Bank’s growth forecasts so high?

By Justin Sandefur and Julian Duggan

As of late last year, official data suggested India was the
fastest-growing major economy in the world. But serious
doubts have begun to emerge about the true state of the
economy. The head of the government’s own think tank
has expressed alarm at a liquidity crisis that he called
“unprecedented in the last 70 years,” and analysts are
debating the causes and depth of an ongoing economic
slowdown.

Nobody was surprised earlier this month when the World
Bank lowered its 2019 growth projection for India to 6
percent from 7.5 percent just four months earlier, and the
IMF followed suit, dropping its 7 percent forecast from
July down to 6.1 percent.

But given the state of affairs in India’s economy to date
in 2019, the immediate question for the World Bank and
IMF isn’t why they lowered their forecasts, but why they
still remain so high.

We looked at the growth of leading economic indicators
from official Indian government sources for April to
September 2019, which corresponds to the first six months
covered by the IMF’s new forecast.

Several key indicators are not just slowing, but in absolute
decline, including non-oil imports (-6.6 percentin current
dollars), non-oil exports (-1.6 percent in current dollars),
and the index of production of capital and infrastructure
goods (-3.5 percent up to August 2019).

M showing positive growth

Other indicators show positive growth, but far below
the 6 percent benchmark that the World Bank and IMF
project for the economy as awhole: the aggregate index of
industrial production is up just 2.5 percent, the index of
manufacturing put up just 2.1 percent, and receipts from
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the goods and services tax are up just 1.6 percent in real
terms. Growth in toothpaste sales is slowing, car sales have
declined for 11 consecutive months, and reports suggested
declines in underwear sales.

The IMF’s 2019 growth forecast for India looks optimistic
given other key indicators for the first half of the fiscal year

Growth of non-oil imports and exports are expressed
in current dollars, downloaded from the government of
India, Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence
and Statistics.

GDP is measured in real Indian rupees, deflated with the
official CPI. The 2018 growth rate is taken from the World
Bank WDI. The index of industrial production is taken from
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation and
ends in August rather than September 2019.

The failure of GDP to track imports has been cited as
evidence of manipulation of official growth rates, particularly
in the case of China.

A recent paper by John Fernald, Eric Hsu, and Mark
Spiegel of the San Francisco Fed shows that the correlation

between GDP and imports is higher in countries with better
statistical systems (0.9 for the U.S.), and that imports
— which can be verified using the export data of third
parties—are a better predictor of other leading economic
indicators than is GDP in China’s case.

M The banking system

In India’s case it is not just imports, but also exports,
industrial production, tax revenues, and the banking system
all pointing in the same downward direction.

The latest indicators from April to September 2019
reinforce doubts about India’s official GDP that made a
big splash in Delhi earlier this year.

In June, Arvind Subramanian, former Chief Economic
Advisor to the government of India and our former colleague
here at the Center for Global Development, published a
Harvard working paper (and a follow-up paper) suggesting
that technical changes in national accounts methodology
in 2011 had led India to significantly exaggerate its official
GDP growth rate ever since. Rather than 7 percent growth
from 2011-12 through 2016-17, Subramanian suggested
the true rate might have been closer to 4.5 percent. That
discrepancy is, as they say, big, if true.

Official government of India sources dismissed
Subramanian’s analysis out of hand, and some independent
analysts have questioned whether the recent divergence of
GDP growth from growth in other indicators was a sufficient
basis to abandon the official figures. But other analysts have
looked at the data and reached broadly similar conclusions
as Subramanian. Whichever numbers you believe, the core
mystery posed by Subramanian remains: How is India
growing so fast if, as the government’s own statistics show,
along list of other major economic indicators have slowed

or even reversed? o
(Source: theprint.in)
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Offering oil at IRENEX
continues: NIOC

NE LSE TEHRAN — National

2 Iranian Oil Company (NI-
OC)'srepresentative in Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX) said that the company will continue
offering oil at IRENEX after a few week of
hiatus due to technical problems.

“The process of offering crude oil and
gas condensate will be ongoing on a regu-
lar basis, and the recent interval has been
due solely to customizing and updating the
process to match the market conditions and
future offerings will be announced soon,”
Amir-Hossein Tebyanian told Shana on
Wednesday.

The official noted that since offering oil
and gas condensate in the stock exchange is
naturally affected by market conditions and
“we should therefore not have unrealistic
expectations regarding the oil sales through
this platform.”

The national budget law for the current
Iranian calendar year (started on March 21)
obliges the Oil Ministry to offer at least two
million barrels of light crude oil, two million
barrels of heavy crude oil and two million

barrels of gas condensate at the international
ring of Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX) every
month. However, the process has been facing
a break in the past few weeks.

Offering crude oil and gas condensate at
IRENEX is to materialize the objectives of

“Resistance Economy” for diversifying meth-
ods of selling these products and benefitting
from the capabilities of private sector for
exporting them.

National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC)
offered light crude oil at IRENEX first on

October 28, 2018, just few days before new
U.S. sanctions on Iran’s petroleum sector
took effect (November 4).

Offering gas condensate at IRENEX came
after the successful offering of crude oil at
this market. And then the turn came to heavy
crude. Offering heavy crude at IRENEX came
after NIOC offered light crude at this stock
market in eight round.

Now, after nearly one year, the released
reports show that sales of these products
has not been so successful and welcomed,
as according to the representative of NIOC
at IRENEX, just about one million barrels
of light crude and 70,000 barrels of heavy
crude have been sold at IRENEX since the
second Iranian calendar month of Ordibehesht
(began on April 21), although the products
have been regularly offered at IRENEX on
a weekly basis.

IRENEX Managing Director Seyed Ali
Hosseini believes that policymaking and
execution are not integrated; and it is the
reason behind the slow trend of the trades
in IRENEX.

Oil slips as trade concerns outweigh drop in inventories

Oil prices fell on Wednesday as a possible delay in resolv-
ing the U.S.-China trade war overshadowed a drop in U.S.

crude inventories.

As per reuters.com, Brent crude was down 7 cents, or
0.1%, at $61.52 a barrel by 0735 GMT, having fallen to as

low as $61.32.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude was down
15 cents, or 0.3%, at $55.39 a barrel after reaching a low

of $55.16.

U.S. crude inventories fell 708,000 barrels in the week
ended Oct. 25 to 436 million, compared with analysts’ expec-
tations for an increase of 494,000 barrels, according to data
from the industry group, the American Petroleum Institute.

The “market has largely ignored the decline in U.S. crude
inventories and assumed the demand side will remain weak
in the foreseeable future as the global cyclical slowdown
deepens,” said Margaret Yang, market analyst at CMC Mar-

kets in Singapore.

“Fading optimism over a U.S.-China phase-one deal further
weighed on oil prices as trade risks are set to rise,” she said.
The United States and China were continuing to work

on an interim trade agreement, but it may not be completed
in time for U.S. and Chinese leaders to sign it next month,
a U.S. administration official said.

The latest potential setback in the negotiations stalled
arally in global share markets.

Investors are also awaiting the outcome of the Federal

Reserve’s two-day policy meeting this week. The Fed looked
set later on Wednesday to nudge along a U.S. economy that
isbeing hampered by slowing investment and weak growth
overseas. It would be the third cut this year.

A rate cut would help support oil prices as a stronger
economy typically implies higher demand for crude, while
falling inventories suggest the market is coming into balance.

Russia’s deputy energy minister also said on Tuesday it
was too early to talk of deeper output cuts by OPEC and its
allies, adding to the pressure on the market.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) and other producers including Russia -- a grouping
referred to as OPEC+ - have cut oil output by 1.2 million
barrels per day to support prices since January.

In the United States, gasoline stocks dropped by 4.7
million barrels, compared with analyst expectations for
a drop of 2.2 million barrels, and distillate stocks were
down by 1.6 million barrels, versus an expected fall of 2.35
million barrels.

Still, crude stocks at the Cushing, Oklahoma, delivery

hub for WTI rose by 1.2 million barrels, the API said.

Consensus on oil price is that
it remains range-bound

Last week saw a surprise increase in the
oil price of 5.2 percent, from its low point
on Tuesday to its high of $61.9 per barrel
on Thursday. The price opened slightly
lower at $61.1 in Monday’s early Euro-
pean trading.

According to hellenicshippingnews.
com, the development surprised because it
happened the week after the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)/World Bank’s annual
meeting, which gave a gloomy economic
outlook. The IMF’s global economic growth
forecast for this year was downgraded to
3 percent, while the World Bank main-
tained its at 2.6 percent. This means that
the world economy is teetering on the brink
of arecession.

Both institutions define the start point of
aglobal recession as when average growth
slows to 2.5 percent, as this signifies that sev-
eral of the major Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development economies
will have entered into recession.

The IMF quoted trade wars, Brexit and
geopolitical tensions as the main culprits
for the global slowdown. Indeed, it looks
like Germany entered a technical recession
in the third quarter. The rest of the euro-
zone performed above expectations, but
the slowdown in China cannot be ignored.
We can also see the onset of a slowdown
in the U.S. economy.

The talk of recession and the localization
of supply chains due to trade wars keeps
the demand outlook for oil bleak. In its
monthly oil market report, the International
Energy Agency (IEA) lowered its demand
forecasts for 2019 and 2020 by 0.1 percent
to I million barrels per day (bpd) this year
and 1.2 million next year.

After the Sept. 14 attacks on Abqaiq
and Khurais, Saudi Aramco had restored
its production by the end of the month.
Itlooks set to do the same for capacity by
the end of November. The fallout from the
attacks temporarily dampened the outlook.

B The non-OPEC production
However, the IEA still foresees the increase
of 1.8 million bpd of non-OPEC production to
hitinternational oil markets this year, which
will go up to 2.2 million next year, meaning
there will be a supply overhang if OPEC+
production stays at current levels.

So what was behind last week’s oil price
increase? The U.S. Energy Information Agency
reported that U.S. crude inventories dropped
by 1.7 million barrels, which was in stark
contrast to analyst consensus that foresaw
an increase of 2.2 million barrels.

B The world crude balance

While the world crude balance may be
in deficit, it is gloomy demand outlook and
theimpending non-OPEC wall of supply that
outweighs any other considerations. The sit-
uation was not helped by a statement from
Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak
that there have so far been no consultations
regarding deepening the 1.2 million bpd cut,
which OPEC+ had decided on in June in
Vienna in order to balance markets.

There are observers who think that the
geopolitical premium is not sufficiently re-
flected, especially after last month’s attacks
on Abgaigand Khurais. While they may have
apoint, markets will decide the actual price
level and markets traditionally act on data
that can be forecasted with some certainty.
Geopolitical events are considered outliers
and will be priced in asand when they occur.

This means that the price outlook is
muted. At last week’s S&P Global Platts
conference, nearly 50 percent of attendees
surveyed thought that the price level would
stay between $55 and $65 per barrel.

Why do these surveys and the general
outlook matter now? For one, OPEC+ will
meet at the beginning of December and it
needs to decide where to take the production
cuts going forward. Part of the evaluation
will have to consider whether a higher price
can offset lower volumes and the sacrifice
in market share.

Senegal enters the LNG race with
significant offshore discoveries

At present when it comes to emerging LNG
plays the eyes of the world are on Africa’s
eastern coast and the activitiesaround Mo-
zambique, but that could be about to change.
While not currently amongst the continent’s
top oil and gas producers Senegal plans to
alter that in the coming years. On the back of
some substantial deepwater finds the West
Africa nation is predicted to become a hot
spot during the next decade for relatively
low-cost LNG clusters.

As per africanews.com, Senegal, where
oil was discovered in 1961, expects all its
offshore projects to come online between
2022 and 2026.

According to the International Monetary
Fund, between 2014 and 2017, oil and gas
reserves worth more than 1 billion barrels of
oil and 40 trillion cubic feet of gas, most of
it shared with Mauritania, were found. Two
large fields in Senegal are currently being
developed — Australia’s Woodside Energy
is developing the SNE field and BP/Kosmos
Energy the Greater Tortue Ahmeyim project.

BP took the final investment decision
(FID) on the Mauritania-Senegal FLNG plan
latelast year. The Greater Tortue Ahmeyim
LNG project will produce around 2.5 million
tonnes per year, with first gas expected in
2022. There are expansion plans for a hub
on Yakaar-Teranga and one on Birallah. The
Orcawell, which is expected to be spudded in
October, would go to supporting the Birallah
hub and the first phase will provide domes-
tic gas and data for the producers. Senegal
launched a development plan in 2014, with
Kosmos saying gas from the offshore fields
would go to supporting this.

In September Kosmos Energy and its
partners BP and confirmed that the Yakaar-2
appraisal well has encountered approximately
30 meters of net gas in a similar high-quality
Cenomanian reservoir to the Yakaar-1 ex-
ploration well, continuing the 100 percent
success rate of wells targeting the inboard
Mauritania/Senegal gas trend.

M In a phased approach

According to Kosmos the results from the
well prove that the Yakaar-Teranga resource
base isworld-scale and has the potential to
support an LNG project that provides signifi-
cant volumes of natural gas to both domestic
and export markets.

Development of Yakaar-Teranga is ex-
pected in a phased approach with Phase 1
providing domestic gas and data to optimize
the development of future phases. It will also
support the country’s “Plan Emergent Sen-
egal” launched by the President of Senegal
in 2014. Kosmos has said it intends to sell
down its stake in the project. It is seeking a

carry for its development costs, in order to
focus on its expertise in exploration.

The SNE Deepwater Oil Field is located
in the Rufisque, Sangomar and Sangomar
Deep Blocks, which cover acombined area
of 7,490km?2 within the Senegalese por-
tion of the MSGBC Basin. The field is one
of the world’s largest oilfields discovered in
the last decade and is being developed ina
joint venture between Cairn Energy (40%),
Woodside Energy (35%), FAR (15%) and
Petrosen (10%), with Woodside Energy the
project operator.

When Cairn drilled the first deep water
wells offshore Senegal in 2014 it made two
basin opening discoveries, one of which, the
SNE field, the largest global oil discovery
of 2014. Since then, the region has evolved
from a frontier basin to an emerging oil play
attracting the attention of the global indus-
try. Last year significant progress was made
on the development with a number of key
milestones achieved. Woodside assumed the
role of operator and the Joint Venture (JV)
is targeting a final investment decision in
H2 2019 and first oil in 2022.

M Other reservoirs and fields

The planning is for the field to be devel-
oped through a stand-alone Floating Pro-
duction Storage Offloading (FPSO) vessel
facility with a capacity of around 100,000
bopd, with 23 subsea wells and supporting
subsea infrastructure. It will be designed to
allow subsequent SNE development phas-
es, including options for gas export to shore
and for future subsea tiebacks from other
reservoirs and fields.

Early this year approval in principle for
the technical basis of the project along with
confirmation that the license covering the
developmentareawould be extended to allow
for the conclusion of FEED and to mature
financing activities during 2019 prior to
Exploitation License award.

The “region has now evolved from a fron-
tier to an emerging hydrocarbon opportunity
attracting the attention of the global indus-
try,” Eric Hathon, Exploration Director at
Cairn Energy, said. “In the last three years
we have operated three safe and successful
drilling programs and laid the foundation
for a multi-phase development plan.”

“We are committed to delivering lasting
and social economic benefits in Senegal, in-
cluding, energy security and revenues, em-
ployment, development of an infrastructure
and social investment,” Hathon continued.
“Cairn’s belief is that the discovery and de-
velopment of sustainable oil production will
greatly benefit the national economy and
local population.”
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The worst oil trades ever
made
By Alex Kimani

It’s a poorly kept secret that honesty is the rarest commodity in
financial circles. Greed, insider dealings, questionable ethics and
all manner of corporate malfeasance are rampant on Wall Street.

That's why the Obama administration instituted crippling
Dodd-Frank regulations a decade ago.

That said, it’s easy to assume that only big and powerful Wall
Street bankers like Wells Fargo, BofA and JPMorgan Chase are
able to manipulate the markets to any appreciable degree. Yet,
history is littered with cases where everything came together at
just the right time and order thus allowing a single trader or small
group of traders to rock the markets.

You really don’t have to look very far to find the evidence.

Nobody here is accusing the POTUS of market manipulation,
but stock markets move when president Trump tweets prolifically.

i i

It's not Trump’s usual Twitter activity that’s been roiling the
markets this time around; rather, some mysterious wagers in the
stock markets -- some revolving around Trump’s events -- have
been leaving traders in shock and awe due to their precision and
timing.

Take the case of a trader or group of ‘prescient’ traders who
appear to have had foreknowledge of the Saudi Aramco drone
attacks and made huge profits by correctly anticipating the stock
market rout.

The said trader or traders sold short 120,000 S&P e-minis
-- basically futures contracts linked to the S&P 500 index -- on
Friday, September 13, just before the close of business at the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange or CME.

A few hours later, drones attacked large swathes of Saudi
Arabia’s oil infrastructure, crippling production and sending oil
prices soaring. When the CME opened again on Sunday night
for pre-trading, the S&P 500 tanked 30 points thus helping the
trader or traders to book a handsome $180 million in profits in
a matter of days.

M The lucky trader

Here’s how the math works: A single one-point up or down
by the S&P 500 is worth $50 in an e-mini contract. A 30-point
movement is, therefore, worth $1,500 per contract. The lucky
trader or traders who bought the 120,000 e-minis were, therefore,
able to realize a return of $180 million.

On September 11, the Beijing government announced it would
lift tariffs on a range of American-made products. On the same
day, President Trump returned the favor by announcing he would
postpone tariffs on some Chinese goods. As expected, the markets
reacted positively to the news with the S&P 500 jumping 47 points.

Coincidentally, someone had bought 82,000 e-mini contracts
the previous day, just before the close of business. The lucky trader
was left sitting on a cool $190 million for a single day’s work.

Still, these two trades pale in comparison to the trader or traders
who purchased a huge amount of September e-minis just before
another major market-moving event took place.

On June 28, a trader bought 420,000 September e-minis rep-
resenting 40 percent of the day’s trading volume in that month’s
e-minis. A day later, the president announced the intermittent
trade negotiations were “back on track.”

The S&P 500 gained 84 points over the following week, leaving
the trader of group of traders with a very fat $1.8 billion in profits.

One longtime CME trader who has told Vanity Fair that he’s
never seen anything quite like it since September 11, 2001 when
Al Qaeda cashed in before launching attacks:

“There is definite hanky-panky going on, to the world’s financial
markets’ detriment. This is abysmal.”

Whereas it’s not possible for us to establish the identity of the
e-mini traders who seem to be manipulating the market, there
have been well-documented cases of foolhardy traders who lost
their shirts after pushing the envelope too far out of sheer greed.

One is Einar Aas, formerly one of Norway’s wealthiest men.

Last year, Aas lost everything after engaging in some over-am-
bitious energy plays.

Aas had opened positions in the Nasdaq Stock Exchange that
were too huge in relation to the liquidity of the market. On Sep-
tember 10, there were extraordinary price changes in the German
and Nordic power markets that wiped out Aas’ capital and put a
$133 million hole, or 68 percent of its capital, in Nasdaq’s con-
tingency fund that’s used for derivative trading in the European
energy market.

B To pay the balance

Nasdaq banned Aas from the exchange, covered $8.2 million of
the losses itself and ordered members of the commodity clearing
operation to pay the balance or risk being declared in default.

Aas was able to cut a deal with his creditors thus narrowly
avoiding bankruptcy.

If the most damage you have done while drunk was to ruin a
party, wake up in a ditch three states away or maybe get arrested
for DUI, then go easy on yourself; you've got nothing on Steve
Perkins.

Backin 1992, oil trader Steve Perkins went on a golfing retreat
over the weekend, fully funded by his employer PVM Oil Futures.
Come Monday morning, Perkins decided to extend the bender
and continued hitting the bottle till the wee hours of Tuesday
morning, before starting to trade in his badly inebriated state.

Although oil brokers are only supposed to make trades on
behalf of their clients, Perkins decided to do it for himself using
the company’s money. He purchased 7.13 million barrels of Brent
over a 19-hour period -- representing 69 percent of Brent volume
traded on the day -- at a cost of $520 million.

Consequently, oil prices shot up from $71.40 a barrel to $73.
His befuddled trades lumbered PVM Oil Futures with losses of
$9.7 million though, incredibly, Perkins claims not to remember
anything about that fateful night.

He got off rather lightly, too -- a 72,000-pound fine and a
5-year ban from participating in any regulated market activity.

(Source: oilprice.com)
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By Saeed Sobhani

TEHRAN — The President of the United States of America

remains deeply concerned about former President Barack Oba-
ma. This fear is clearly evident in Trump’s stance on Obama.
Trump is well aware that Biden’s run for the presidency could
lead to Obama directly entering the election scene (to support
Biden). Obama, however, was generally unhappy about Biden’s
run for the presidency next year.

Obama also played an important role in the Republican
defeat in the House of Representatives during the congressional
campaigns of the year. Obama’s speeches against Trump at the
time caused many American voters to turn their votes to the
detriment of Trump and the Republican Party. Trump isworried
that this time around, Obama will repeat the trend next year.

B Trump: G7 Con and Obama’s netflix deal are the
same thing

Vanityfair reported that If Donald Trump were a normal
human being, which of course he is not, he would have an-
nounced the next G7 will no longer be held at his own hotel
and moved on to more pressing issues, like the grease fire he
started in Syria, the Democratic impeachment inquiry, and
the general business of running the country. Instead, because
he’s a pathological narcissist who thinks it's so unfair that
he received some bad press for selecting his for-profit resort
for a giant intergovernmental summit of world leaders, he’s
quite obviously going to spend the next several months—if not
longer!—complaining about the whole thing. The never-ending
bitching and moaning will likely go down on Twitter, in press
conferences, during rallies, and, if we had to guess, while visiting
wounded soldiers at Walter Reed or the parents of children
lost to gun violence. The long monologues will undoubtedly
touch on “PRESIDENTIAL HARASSMENT,” during which
obvious lies will be prominently featured, and on Monday,
we got a taste for what he’s got in store.

Speaking at a cabinet meeting that was intended to be a
discussion about the administration’s “successful rollback of
the abuses and the high cost of the bloated regulatory state,”
the president almost immediately moved to air his grievances.
After ranting about the negative reaction to his catastrophic
decision to pull out of northern Syria and give Turkey the
greenlight to invade, which has led to our once-Kurdish allies
being slaughtered and the escape of ISIS prisoners—“I'm the
one who did the capturing,” Trump insisted—he moved onto
the most important issue of the day. “I'm very good at real
estate,” he said, talking up his Miami resort that he claims
needs no promotion, adding that the summit “would have
been the best G7 ever,” if only people had been cool with him
collecting millions from foreign leaders, which is the actual
definition of an Emoluments Clause violation, a Constitutional
ban he described as “phony.”

Trying to make the argument that he in no way profits from
the presidency, even though he 100% does and then some,
Trump reminded the group assembled that he gives away his
presidential salary, naturally botching the history of his prede-
cessors. “They say George Washington may have been the only
other president to do that,” he rambled. “See whether or not
Obama gave up his salary. See whether or not all of the other
of your favorites, your other favorites gave up their salary. The
answer isno.” In fact, George Washington was paid $25,000
for his presidential duties, while Herbert Hoover and John F.
Kennedy both donated their paychecks to charitable causes.
Later, Trump insisted that him collecting bags of cash from
six other foreign governments was the same thing as Barack
Obama being paid by U.S. publisher and movie studio after
he left office. “Obama made a deal for a book. Is that running
abusiness?” he said. “I'm sure he didn’t even discuss it while
he was president. He has a deal with Netflix. When did they
start talking about that?” Then he claimed that Obama had
tried and failed 11 times to secure a meeting with North Ko-
rean dictator Kim Jong Un, which of course, never happened
at all. Trump repeated his lie that Kim Jong Un wouldn't take
Obama phone calls, saying he asked Obama if he tried to call,
and Obama said no, but: “Actually, he tried, 11 times. But the
man on the other side, the gentleman on the other side, did
not take his call. Lack of respect.”

B Schumer asks intelligence officials to protect
whistle-blower from the president

If you had “lawmaker sends letter detailing concern that
president of the United States will violate the Whistleblower
Protection Act and harm a CIA official” on your 2019 bingo
card, congratulations:

The Senate Minority leader asked both the acting director
of national intelligence and the inspector general on Monday
afternoon to outline what “specific steps” they are taking to
protect the whistle-blower. Schumer said his understanding
is the unidentified individual is receiving some security but
said that he fears “safety risks may intensify in the event that
the whistle-blower’s identity is disclosed.”

“In light of the president’s ill-advised statements, his lack
of respect for the rule of law and his well-documented habit
of condoning violence by his supporters, | am concerned that
he may disclose the whistle-blower’s identity or cause it to be
disclosed by others in the administration,” Schumer wrote in
a letter to acting DNI Joseph Maguire and IG Michael Atkin-
son. “If that were to happen, it will be your responsibility to
take immediate action to protect the whistleblower from both
workplace reprisal and threats to his or her personal safety.”

In fairness, you can kind of see where Schumer is coming
from, given Trump’s past statements that “we must determine
the whistle-blower’s identity,” the one suggesting the U.S. ex-
ecute the whistle-blower’s sources, and the one today in which
he told reporters, “Do we have to protect a whistle-blower who
gives a false account? | don’t know. You tell me.” (There has
been no evidence to suggest the account was false and plenty
backing up its credibility.)

In Tribute to Cummings, Obama Hints at Rebuke of Trump

Also New York Times reported that The former president
said that Representative Elijah E. Cummings showed that
“you’re not a sucker to have integrity.”

Former President Barack Obama, who has remained largely
silentamid the convulsive impeachment debate now gripping
the nation, offered a tribute to a late Democratic congressman
on Friday that sounded to some listeners like an implicit rebuke
of President Trump.

Speaking at a service for Representative Elijah E. Cum-
mings, who died last week, Mr. Obama never mentioned the
president by name but seemed to draw a contrast between his
successor and the congressman whom Mr. Trump denigrated
last summer.Mr. Obama said that Mr. Cummings showed that
being strong meant being kind and that being honorable was no
flaw.“There’s nothing weak about kindness and compassion,”
Mr. Obama told a packed hall at New Psalmist Baptist Church
in Baltimore, which Mr. Cummings, a Democrat, represent-
ed in the House for the past 25 years. “There’s nothing weak
about looking out for others. There’s nothing weak about being
honorable. You're not a sucker to have integrity and to treat
others with respect.”

A spotlight on the people reshaping our politics. A con-
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Donald Trump still
afraid of Obama!

versation with voters across the country. And a guiding hand
through the endless news cycle, telling you what you really
need to know.

Warming to his topic, Mr. Obama pointed to a sign behind
him referring to “the Honorable” Mr. Cummings.“This is a
title that we confer on all kinds of people who get elected to
public office,” he said as the largely African-American and
Democratic audience responded with knowing applause and
laughter. “We're supposed to introduce them as honorable.
But Elijah Cummings was honorable before he was elected
to office. There’s a difference. There’s a difference if you were
honorable and treated others honorably outside the limelight.”

At the funeral for Representative Elijah E. Cummings, former
president Barack Obama and former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton were among the prominent politicians who spoke.
CreditCredit...Justin T. Gellerson for The New York Times

As chairman of the House Committee on Oversight and
Reform, Mr. Cummings, 68, had become a major thorn in
Mr. Trump’s side and was one of the leaders of the drive to
impeach the president for abuse of power. Last summer, Mr.
Trump lashed out at Mr. Cummings, calling him “racist” and
“abrutal bully” who had done “avery poor job” representing
a district that he described as a “disgusting, rat and rodent
infested mess.”

Mr. Obama was part of an all-star lineup of speakers and
guests at the Friday’s service, including former President Bill
Clinton, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, former Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. and
Senator Elizabeth Warren.

But much of the attention was focused on the 44th president,
who has largely avoided weighing in lately on his successor
even as Mr. Trump lately has repeatedly accused Mr. Obama
of illegally spying on him while in office and blamed the former
president for various policy setbacks.

Mr. Obama made no reference to any of that, but did call
on his audience to step up as Mr. Cummings did. “People will
look back at this moment,” he said, “and ask the question:
What did you do?”

New York Times reoported in other article that When a
half-dozen Democratic donors gathered at the Whitby Hotel
in Manhattan last week, the dinner began with a discussion
of which presidential candidates the contributors liked. But
as conversations among influential Democrats often go these
days, the meeting quickly evolved into a discussion of who was
not in the race — but could be lured in.

Would Hillary Clinton get in, the contributors wondered,
and how about Michael R. Bloomberg, the former New York
mayor? One person even mused whether Michelle Obamawould
consider a late entry, according to two people who attended the
event, which was hosted by the progressive group American
Bridge.It’s that time of the election season for Democrats.“Since
the last debate, just anecdotally, I've had five or six people ask
me: ‘Is there anybody else?"” said Leah Daughtry, a longtime
Democrat who has run two of the party’s recent conventions.

With doubts rising about former Vice President Joseph
R. Biden’s ability to finance a multistate primary campaign,
persistent questions about Senator Elizabeth Warren’s via-
bility in the general election and skepticism that Mayor Pete
Buttigieg, of South Bend, Ind., can broaden his appeal beyond
white voters, Democratic leaders are engaging in a familiar
rite: fretting about who is in the race and longing for a white
knight to enter the contest at the last minute.

Itisaregular, if not quite quadrennial, tradition for a party
that can be fatalistic about its prospects and recalls similar
Maalox moments Democrats endured in 1992, 2004 and in
the last primary, when it was Mr. Biden who nearly entered the
race in October. But the mood of alarm is even more intense
because of the party’s hunger to defeat President Trump and —
with just over three months to go before voting starts in lowa
— their impatience with finding Mr. or Mrs. Right among the
current crop of candidates.“There’s more anxiety than ever,”
said Connie Schultz, a journalist who is married to Senator
Sherrod Brown of Ohio, another Democrat who some in the
party would like to see join the race. “We're both getting the
calls. I've been surprised by some who've called me.”

“l can see it, | can feel it, | can hear it,” Mitch Landrieu,
the former New Orleans mayor, said of the unease within the
party. He said he thinks Mr. Biden is best positioned to defeat
Mr. Trump but called the former vice president’s fund-raising
“areal concern.”

Mr. Biden’s lackluster debate performances and alarmingly
low cash flow — he has less than $9 million on hand, not even
half of some of his rivals — has fueled the Democratic disquiet.
But if the causes of the concern are plain to see, what exactly
can be done aboutitis less clear.

And even some of those being wooed acknowledge that it
can be hard to discern between people just being nice and those
who genuinely want them in the race.Mrs. Clinton and Mr.
Bloomberg have both told people privately in recent weeks that
if they thought they could win, they would consider entering
the primary — but that they were skeptical there would be an
opening, according to Democrats who have spoken with them.

Former Secretary of State John F. Kerry, who associates say
has wondered aloud about whether he should have run and
has found it hard to watch Mr. Biden’s missteps, has also been
urged to get in. But he still thinks the former vice president,
who was once his longtime Senate colleague, is the party’s
best nominee.Another Obama administration official who
weighed a campaign at the start of the year, former Attorney
General Eric Holder, is considering a last-minute entry but has
conceded it may be too late, according to a Democrat familiar
with his thinking.

Mr. Brown, who nearly entered the race earlier this year,
said the pressure on him to reconsider from labor leaders,
Democratic officials and donors has “become more frequent.”
And Deval Patrick, the former Massachusetts governor, who
also weighed a campaign run before deciding not to, said he
too has been nudged by friends to reconsider. “It’s nice to be
rumored about,” he said, before notably refusing to rule out
a last-minute entry. “Don’t ask me that question,” he said.

But Mr. Patrick suggested an 11th-hour bid was highly unlikely
and had a message for increasingly angst-ridden Democrats:
“Everybody needs to calm down, it's early. It's so early.”

The chances that another major contender decides to run
are remote: While Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Bloomberg have both
been encouraged to enter the race, Democrats close to them
believe the only scenario under which they’d consider running
isif Mr. Biden drops out or is badly weakened.

Neither is likely to take place before the end of this calendar
year, at which point the filing deadline to be on the primary
ballot in large Super Tuesday states like California and Texas
will have passed. But that’s not stopping the speculation, which
has only grown of late thanks in part to the 2016 Democratic
nominee’s public comments.

Mrs. Clinton, after largely staying in the background of the
Democratic primary, has been more vocal this month, promoting
a book she wrote with her daughter and taunting Mr. Trump
on Twitter. She also opened a feud with Representative Tulsi
Gabbard of Hawaii by claiming the long-shot candidate was
being supported by the Russians, as a potential third-party
spoiler in the general election.Democrats who have recently
spoken with Mrs. Clinton say she shares the same concerns
other party elites have about the field — worried about Mr.
Biden’s durability, Ms. Warren’s liberal politics and unsure of
who else can emerge to take on Mr. Trump. But these people,
who spoke anonymously to discuss private conversations, say
she enjoys the freedom that comes with not being on the ballot.

Mr. Bloomberg is said to be more eager to find a way into
the race —and chatter about his potential candidacy has only
grown among Democrats who work on Wall Street and are
concerned about Ms. Warren’s rise. He raised some eyebrows
recently by putting off a fund-raising request from one third-par-
ty Democratic group until he knew about his own intentions,
according to two Democrats familiar with the conversation.
But the former New York mayor has flirted with presidential
runs before, only to pull back. Friends say he recognizes his
long odds at this stage of the race and his advisers suggest he
will play a significant financial role in the 2020 race without
his name on the ballot.

Still, it's unlikely that the what-if musing, particularly among
the party’s class of donors, elected officials and strategists, will
quiet down as long as Mr. Biden is struggling and Ms. Warren,
the Massachusetts senator, is surging.“With Trump looming,
there is genuine concern that the horse many have bet on may
be pulling up lame and the horse who has sprinted out front
may not be able to win,” said David Axelrod, a former adviser
to President Barack Obama.

While much of the daydreaming about a last-minute en-
try comes from pro-business Democrats, it is not confined to
the wealthy.Mr. Brown and Ms. Schultz noted that they were
hearing from a broad range of people but declined to offer
any names.He said he was staying out of the race and had no
regrets. The Ohio senator said he was confident Democrats
would eventually rally behind their nominee, but he warned
the party not to embrace a single-payer health care plan that
eliminates private insurance.“l think it'll be a hard sell to the
public if we go into the general election for ‘Medicare for all,”
said Mr. Brown, citing the risk of alienating union workers
who would lose their negotiated plans.

One longtime Democrat who originally sought to entice Mr.
Brown into the race, Randi Weingarten, the president of the
American Federation of Teachers, could not help letting outa
loud “oy!” when asked about the possibility of another candi-
date joining the sprawling field.“For as long as T have been in
politics, I've heard Democrats fretting about their presidential
contenders,” said Ms. Weingarten.Indeed, for some Democrats,
the grass is always greener outside their field.

There were multiple stages of the 1992 primary when Bill
Clinton’s candidacy was seen as doomed, either because of his
own vulnerabilities or because of the third-party threat of H.
Ross Perot. Would-be Democratic saviors that year included
Gov. Mario Cuomo of New York, former Senators Lloyd Bentsen
of Texas, Sam Nunn of Georgia and Al Gore of Tennessee, and
Representative Richard Gephardt of Missouri.

In the 2004 race, Mr. Gore was again sought after as a
potential candidate. That race evolved along similar lines to
the current primary, with Democrats desperate to oust an in-
cumbent Republican (George W. Bush) but nervous that their
front-runner into the fall (Gov. Howard Dean of Vermont) would
prove unelectable as the nominee. That time, a candidate did
come in relatively late in the race, Wesley K. Clark, a retired
general, but he gained little traction and Mr. Kerry ultimately
won the nomination.

At this time four years ago, it was Mr. Biden who some
Democrats were hoping would join the race to offer the party
another option besides Mrs. Clinton and Senator Bernie Sand-
ers of Vermont. Mr. Biden, of course, decided not to run. But
now it’s his own candidacy that’'s prompting a familiar call
for the cavalry, or at least one horse-bound white knight.“If
Biden were surging, | doubt you would be hearing this,” said
Harold Ickes, a longtime Democratic consultant. “This shows
a restlessness among a lot of people.”

B Democrats Can Calm Their 2020 Election Anxiety
By Accepting That There’s No One Else

NPR reported that It's happening again.Democrats are wring-
ing their hands, wondering who else might be out there?Michelle
Obama? Sherrod Brown? Mike Bloomberg? Hillary Clinton?
Oprah?Democrats do this mental gymnastics nearly every
election cycle — is there anyone not running for president
who is better than who is running and can definitely win in a
general election?Some real talk, though, after conversations
with veteran Democratic strategists — as a Trump adminis-
tration official might put it: “Get over it.”

“This is the field,” said Jamal Simmons, a former adviser to
the Democratic National Committee during Barack Obama’s
2008 presidential run. “There were 24 candidates who were
running. So Democrats had a lot of choices.”

These campaign veterans, not connected with any current
campaigns, are more optimistic about the group than many
others in the Democratic establishment. They say, sure, there
are vulnerabilities, but there are always vulnerabilities with
candidates in every election cycle.What’s more, they say, the
top candidates are showing strength against Trump nationally
and in key states, for the most part, they are getting better as
candidates and are “talented, hard-working, telegenic, smart,
and inspiring,” said a former Obama official and campaign
veteran who did not want to be named in order to speak openly
about the field.

“My one concern is this trend to lurch outside the mainstream
on a handful of issues,” this Democrat said, pointing to policies
like decriminalization of border crossings, “Medicare for All”
as areplacementto private health insurance and packing the
Supreme Court.

“Democrats win when we are the party of common sense,”
the Obama official said, noting that Hillary Clinton and Obama
made sure not to adopt policies outside the mainstream in the
2008 primary race. “Some of these ideas are going to scare all
those suburban women that delivered us 2018.”

This hand-wringing seems to happen every presidential
election.

Democrats took back the House in 2018 by flipping more
than three dozen seats held by Republicans, many of which were
inright-leaning districts. With Democrats in the House going
down the impeachment path, some in the party are holding
their breath to see how that plays with the general-election
electorate. So far, independents have flipped and started to
trend with Democrats on at least approving of the impeach-
ment inquiry.

“This hand-wringing seems to happen every presidential
election — perhaps more acute this time because of the threat
Trump poses to our country and the strong desire to beat him,”
said Karen Finney, a Democratic strategist who worked on the
2016 Clinton campaign and was an adviser to Stacey Abrams
during her bid for Georgia governor in 2018.

There are undoubtedly vulnerabilities of the current field.
Former Vice President Joe Biden, who led in national polls
for most of this year, has stumbled in debates; his fundraising
has been unimpressive; and young voters have little affection
for him.Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren is seen as too
liberal by some, especially because of her support for Medicare
for All as areplacement to private insurance. And there’s the
complication of no woman ever having been president of the
United States. (Whether Warren’s gender would help or hurt
her is an arguable point worthy of another column.)

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders retains a loyal following, and
he continues to be a fundraising juggernaut with the love and
admiration of young progressives. But his favorability ratings
with a general-election electorate are not good, as a recent
NPR/PBS NewsHour/Marist poll found. And nothing polls
worse for a characteristic of a candidate, an NBC/WSJ poll
found, than a socialist or someone older than 75.

There is buzz again around South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete
Buttigieg after a strong debate performance and a sizable bank
of cash on hand ($30 million). While he favors more poll-tested
policy positions, he has less experience on the national stage,
is the mayor of a town of only about 100,000 people, has had
his own challenges during his tenure winning over people of
color that have translated to this campaign — and he’s only
37 years old.This week, pieces in both the New York Times
and Washington Post put the concerns of some high-profile
Democrats on full display.”There’s more anxiety than ever,”
Connie Schultz, the journalist and spouse of the aforementioned
Ohio Sen. Brown, told the Times. (She also noted that there
are calls for her husband to reconsider.)

The anxiety is palpable to former New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu: “I can seeit, | can feel it, | can hear it,” he noted in
the Times.”You can imagine much stronger candidates,” Elaine
Kamarck, alongtime DNC member, told the Post.She prefers a
more moderate figure like Brown, who has said being in favor
of Medicare for All as a replacement to private insurance is a
bad idea, because it’s unpopular in a place like Ohio.

Kamarck also floated Adm. William H. McRaven, who was
in charge of the raid that killed Osama bin Laden. McRaven
penned an op-ed in the Times last week, headlined, “Our Re-
public Is Under Attack From the President.”

But running a late-entry military leader into the Democratic
primary has been tried before. In 2004, nervous Democrats
urged Gen. Wesley Clark to launch an ill-fated campaign, be-
cause they didn’t like that someone viewed as too liberal was
ahead (Gov. Howard Dean of Vermont) and the other leading
candidate was seen as too uninspiring (John Kerry).

Kerry, of course, won the nomination but lost in the
general election. Sound like familiar concerns? Nothing is
perfectly symmetrical, though. The country then was in the
middle of awar, with a president asking Americans to “stay
the course” three years after the country’s worst terrorist
attacks in its history on Sept. 11.George W. Bush’s approval
rating in the last Gallup poll before Election Day was still
48%. It eventually hit 57% in early 2005 before nosediving,
as the Irag war spiraled. That and an economic collapse led
to Obama’s 2008 victory.The Clark experiment, launched
in September 2003, failed. Just ask Simmons. He was part

of that campaign. =X
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Peace in the Middle East by 20247

By Robert David Steele

TEHRAN — Robert David Steele, a former Marine Corps
infantry officer and CIA spy as well as an activist for Open
Source Everything Engineering (OSEE), regularly answers
questions for Tehran Times.

It has been a pleasure as well as an honor for me to be
published by Tehran Times and the American Herald Tribune
as well as the Russian International Affairs Council (RIAC).
I was discussing my views on Middle East peace with Dr.
Andrey Kortunov (Director General of RIAC), and three ob-
servations emerged from that conversation: his view that
the Russians have tried everything they could to facilitate
peace in the Middle East, and are at a loss for what else
they might do without hurting President Donald Trump
in passing; and my view that on the one hand, President
Trump has such a mediocre intelligence community, such
amediocre communications staff, and such a hostile media
environment totally controlled by the Deep State, that he
has lost the narrative battle in the USA; and on the other,
my long-standing concern that the Iranian, Turkish, and
Egyptian leaders are being too cautious — too slow to see that
peace in the Middle East is possible by 2024, starting with
the restoration of Palestine to the Palestinians.

B What Is the Challenge?

I created the above collage to illuminate several points
that I do not believe are appreciated in either the USA or
the Middle East.

01 Free energy and unlimited desalinated water are the
cultural, economic, and political game changer. In the con-
text of free energy not only does the Saudi regime lose all of
its illicit financial advantage, at the same time that nuclear
energy becomes too costly — too dangerous — to warrant
further consideration by the Iranian regime; but this sets the
stage for shared prosperity that will facilitate co-existence
among the Sunni and Shi’ite populations.

02 Wahhabism is a scourge that must be purged. Thisis
not negotiable. At the same time, Qatar should understand
that it can be invaded and its “leaders” hung to die on any
given day. If Qatar does not cease to sponsor terrorism and
agitation, it should join the Saudi leadership in Hades.

03 Palestine must be restored to the Palestinians. This
also is not negotiable. Israel is an invented state and Zionism
isa criminal, genocidal, apartheid cancer on humanity (not
to be confused with Jews, most of whom do not want Israel
to exist and most of whom reject Zionism and its evils).

04 It is clear to me that there has not been sufficient
appreciation around the world — and in the USA — for the
fact that there is a direct relationship between President
Trump’s utterly brilliant award of the Medal of Freedom to
Miriam Adelson; his master stroke of temporarily moving the
US Embassy to Jerusalem; and Miriam Adelson destroying
the Benjamin Netanyahu regime by publicly denouncing
Netanyahu’s wife as crazy and Netanyahu himself as her
servant. All of this led to Netanyahu'’s not being able to form
a government today.

05 Jerusalem and Mecca continue to demand some form of
international solution that disconnects as quickly as possible
the Zionist regime and its armed personnel from Jerusalem,
and the Saudi regime and its armed personnel from Mecca.
In my view, the Vatican should lose its diplomatic status
world-wide as part of the same international agreement.
Countries may choose to be governed by religion, but reli-
gions may not assume the rights and privileges of countries.

06 Once the Zionists are dealt with, the Kurds become
easier to deal with. The Kurds have been co-opted by the
Zionists. The Kurds have been armed, financed, trained,
and directed by the Zionists to destabilize every country
where they have a presence. Turkey is absolutely correct
to consider the Kurds a national security issue. Atthe same
time, the Kurds are absolutely correct to wish for their own
country. Just as Palestine has a right to exist, so also do the
Kurds have a right to exist, but only in peace.

07 The USA can best help achieve Middle East peace by
reducing the size of its secret intelligence community by
up to 70%; by closing all US military bases in the region;
and by terminating all financial support for the invented
illegitimate state of Israel.

B Obstacles to Progress on Peace in the
Middle East

The US public remains the center of gravity for terminat-
ing the Zionist cancer and restoring Palestine, while Turkey
remains the center of gravity for accepting the inevitability
of a Kurdish country, perhaps one that begins as a unified
Kurdish Autonomous Zone that is — if not disarmed, at least
on probation such that any armed incidents and particularly
any armed incursions outside the Zone during the ten year
probation period will nullify and terminate the international
acceptance of a potential Kurdish state.

Russia has three major problems centered on Israel, and
most usefully, these problems are shared with the USA and
potentially of concern to China.

01 A quarter of the population of Israel has roots in the
former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), which is
to say, not just from Russia but from the “stans,” and many
of them are militant and thus opposed to a Palestinian right
of return that I personally consider not only essential, but
something that should be funded by Europe.

02 Zionist leaders appear to be deeply connected to Russian
criminal gangs and oligarchs as well as US criminal gangs and
oligarchs (e.g. Lex Wexner, the man who funded the Jeffrey

Epstein pedophilia political and financial blackmail network).

03 Zionist operatives have captured the government of
India and have penetrated virtually every other government
worldwide. The only force more powerful and embedded
than the Zionists is the Freemasons, with the Knights of
Malta and Opus Day in the third position.

Russia has the same problem with its media that the US
does, albeit from a different perspective.

The US media is treasonous — totally controlled by the
Deep State via the CIA Covert Action Staff and the domestic
arm of the National Clandestine Service (a domestic arm that
isillegal and not supposed to exist) and incapable of telling
the truth about anything including President Trump’s stra-
tegically brilliant and historically rooted decision to honor
his campaign promise and get US troops out of Syria.

The Russian media, particularly Russian media in Eng-
lish (Russia Today, Sputnik, Strategic Culture) is simply
incompetent. They may mean well, but between Washington
bureau chiefs that do not even show up for work, and poor-
ly-educated apparatchiks that have no idea what it means
to educate the public holistically, Russian communications
to the USA are just as bad as the mediocre communications
of the staffs that continue to fail President Trump: the WH
staff, the GOP staff, the campaign staff.

China appears to be displaying great caution with respect
to Israel, a caution I attribute to three factors:

01 China is busy taking over Israeli ports and have their
own considerable agenda for the future there; despite its
investment in a Jewish Autonomous Zone adjacent to the
Russian Jewish Autonomous Oblast, China may not be ready
to discuss with the Zionist leadership their need to evacuate
elsewhere.

02 China may not yet appreciate that Zionism is over in
the USA and soon will be over in the Middle East — China
should note that when Elizabeth Warren attacks Israel over
the settlements, she is saying two things: first, that she does
not need Zionist money, and second, that all the Jewish
votes are hers for the taking because they are anti-Zionist
and anti-war.

03 Because of the above, China may not realize that the
best possible course it might take on the Middle East is to
agree to a state visit to Iran within the next year, by all three
of the global leaders (Xi, Putin, Trump), because this gives
our President “cover for action” in visiting privately with the
Supreme Leader as well as publicly with the others. Just as
China made possible the unification and denuclearization
of the Koreas, so also can China have a salutary effect in
advancing what I consider to be inevitable: peace in the
Middle East rooted in the restoration of Palestine, the end of
Wahhabism, and reconciliation between Sunnis and Shi’ites
as well as the creation of a peace-loving Kurdistan.

We have a public education problem. This is a problem
common to the leaders of China, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon,
Russia, Syria, Turkey, and the USA!

l Questionable Assumptions?

There are those in the West who question the assumption
that Israel can be uninvented, and those in the East who
forcefully challenge the possibility of a Kurdish state being
put together from bits and pieces of four other long-standing
states (Turkey, Syria, Iran, Iraq).

Let’s take the easy one first, the invented state of Israel.
Here I will just point to Shlomo Sand’s book, The Invention of
the Land of Israel, a book that totally destroys the nationalist
mythology and documents how Israel’s theft of Palestine was
in fact based on bribery and blackmail and lies; and Henry
Kissinger, who for all his flaws understood history: “In 10
years, there will be no more Israel.” That was in 2002. Add
to that the historical forces that overturned apartheid in
South Africa and the fact of vastly more concentrated and
neo-Nazi apartheid and genocide including ghetto walls that
would make a Nazi proud — combined with the resistance of

the Palestinians and the ethical and practical inclinations
of all the surrounding countries that see Zionist Israel as
the source of most evil in the region (the Saudis and Qatar
running a poor second and third) and I have to conclude,
Yalla yalla bye bye Zionist Israel?

The Kurds are a bit harder but none the less probable.
There are 5,000 secessionist movements around the world,
27 in the USA alone, with Catalan being the most current
and most violent. It is in my view inevitable that Catalan
will at a minimum achieve a fully autonomous status, and
it is also my view that some form of Kurdistan is inevitable,
particularly if Iran and Iraq take the lead in offering to cede
land to a provisional state of Kurdistan with a ten year “peace
probation.” Turkey must decide if ceding a portion of land
is a good deal against the certainty of decades of violence
and cultural confrontation going into the future. Among the
many books that support my view on this point are Vaclav
Havel’s Power of the Powerless, and Jonathan Schell’s Un-
conquerable World.

Let’s go two steps further and add two more questionable
assumptions. First, that extraterrestrials have neutralized
nuclear weapons, as I said here in Tehran Times in my interview
with Javad Heirannia, “Full Disclosure: Extraterrestrials,
No Nuclear War, End of the Deep State?;” and second, that
free energy will become a global good, which in turn enables
unlimited desalinated water at the same time that it negates
the risk and cost of nuclear energy — this creates infinite
wealth that makes possible infinite peace.

I believe — and several others vastly more intelligent than
I also believe — that in 2012 we began a 1,000 year period of
peace and prosperity and that in the next ten years we will
see more positive change than others have seen in the past
two hundred years. If airplanes went from a hundred meter
flightin 1903 to a supersonic Concord in 1976, and if we are
about to experience, as I believe a period of “full disclosure”
of previously secret technologies including anti-aging as well
as free energy, then I am predicting that we will see, in the
next twenty-five years, both a mass awakening and elevation
of consciousness and intelligence within humanity; and the
public revelation of a previously secret inter-galactic trading
network reserved for the 1%, now available for the benefit of all.

Itis not for me to say, “and so this will be,” but rather for
theleaders of the Middle East, in consultation with Xi, Putin,
and Trump, to say, “this is how we wish it to be.”

Do We Need a Middle East Peace Command Based in
Istanbul?

From where I sit, the creation of a Middle East Peace
Command, based in Istanbul, jointly funded by China, Russia,
and the USA, and jointly staffed with leadership elements
from Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, and Turkey, is the
logical next step. Kurdish and Palestinian leadership elements
should be welcomed, along with religious leaders including
the former Bishop of Jerusalem and the Middle East.

Such a Command, with the traditional administrative,
intelligence, operations, and logistics structure, could bring
together in one place both the existing and new negotiations
teams, and for the first time ever, a shared grip on the facts,
the true costs, and the possibilities.

No one has ever done this. A Command capable of integrating
and leveraging holistic analytics, true cost economics, and
Open Source Everything Engineering (OSEE). A Command
capable of calling out US media outlets, in particular, that
are controlled by the Zionists and lying to the American
public. A Command capable of providing each of the leaders
—both regional (who have primacy) and global (who areina
supporting role) with total access to all relevant facts, costs,
and possibilities, information that can be easily shared with
the public, the media, and leaders everywhere, because it
will be open source information, not secret information.

Intelligence-driven peace? Intelligence with integrity
and imagination for peace? Yes, please.

Donald Trump still afraid of Obama!

“Wes Clark was a product of Dem-
ocratic hand-wringing, because of Howard
Dean and John Kerry,” Simmons said. “All
these Clinton people surrounded him and
tried to build a campaign, and let me just
say, it didn’t really work out so well.”

Clark’s campaign never really worked
out for lots of reasons — he was a political
novice, fundraising was difficult, his loyalty
to the Democratic Party was questioned and
helacked a natural charisma and constituen-
cy. He wound up finishing third in the New
Hampshire primary, far behind Kerry and
Dean. He dropped out shortly after.

“History would sort of argue it’s too late”
now for someone else to get in, Simmons said.

In 2016, there was one narrative that would

never quite go away — whether one particular
candidate would jump in and save the party
from the Clinton email scandal.

Ironically, that was none other than Joe
Biden, the man the party establishment is
now so worried about because of his lackluster
fundraising (just $9 million cash on hand)
and spotty debate performances.

Clinton did win 3 million more votes than
Trump; they were just in some of the wrong plac-
es.In2007and 2008, some were apprehensive
that a young, inexperienced black Democrat
couldn’t beat a war hero. Obama, it should be
remembered, went on to not only win the pres-
idency once, but reelection as the only person
to do so with at least 51% of Americans’ vote
twice since Eisenhower.The last person to get

into the race this late and get the nomination
was in 1992 when Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton
got into the race in October 1991.”That’s the
last time that worked, and we didn’t have email
addresses,” Simmons said. “We were carrying
cellphones around in duffel bags.”

What’s more, Clinton’s entry was after a
sleepy summer in the primary when other
potentially major candidates declined to run.
Clinton himself faced party hand-wringing
with rumors of infidelity highlighted by the
Gennifer Flowers saga and because of ac-
cusations of being a Vietnam draft dodger.

All that said, an important point that
shouldn’t be lost is that Democratic voters
don’t seem all that dissatisfied with the field.
The top candidates get very high favorability

ratings from Democrats, as the NPR poll has
shown. And, as Pew found earlier this sum-
mer, two-thirds of Democratic voters (65%)
had either an excellent or good impression of
the field. That’s 14 points higher than 2016
on par with 2008.The dings and bruises of
a primary, she argued, will be good for the
eventual nominee.

“We can’t be afraid that our eventual nom-
inee will get too beat up in a primary,” Finney
said. “This is the time for the campaigns to
deal with issues, because they will face the
same attacks on a much larger, harsher scale
in the general, so better to be prepared and
know how to fight it.

“Look at how much stronger Obama was
in 2008 after the primary.”
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A short rant after a personal
visit to Syria

the further erosion and ultimately the rejection
of U.S. influence globally. This latter may seem an im-
possible occurrence, but consider: has any country long
maintained itself as a powerful entity when it has become
universally reviled as a criminal hegemon interested
almost exclusively in self-service though intimidation
and militancy?

If this writer seems particularly “anti” American at
this juncture, it’s because from October 14 through the
27th I was in Syria. I was in Damascus, Homs, Hama,
Tartous, Latakia and Aleppo and points between with
a small delegation of Mideast savants who have long
been disgusted by U.S. foreign policies in the Middle
East. I saw, just for example, the destroyed and formerly
lovely Armenian Quarter in Aleppo. I saw the 50 plus
percent of Homs residential blocks that are destroyed. I
saw the destruction at the finest old suq outside of Iran
in Aleppo, a literal wonder of the world, and frankly,
so much more that we wept at times not merely at the
damage to Syria, but over the warmth and kindness of
the Syrian people towards visiting Americans. And all
this while the U.S military was allegedly preparing to
kill the leader of ISIS holed up somewhere is still not
fully liberated Idlib province. Does anyone believe the
announced death of Baghdadi, and then that he was bur-
ied at sea like Usama ibn Laden? The U.S. government
has been lying so much and for so long that anything it
claims, under Trump, is met with profound skepticism.
And Baghdadi, who may or may not be a Zionist plant,
has now been killed multiple times! Obama managed
to do it more than once.

Syria is amazing for all it has suffered and survived.
So is the popular Assad government, which did nothing
seriously wrong but maintain its independence for decades
from U.S. and Zionist control...and prospered. Syria was,
and has been, somewhat like Libya was before the U.S.
and NATO bombed and murdered the most prosperous
country in Africa. Syria was and remains independent
and still offers its citizens benefits that far surpass what
the U.S. offers its slaves. It was and may still remain a
positive economic model for countries that refuse to
succumb to the U.S. “Empire of Chaos”. It may also be
a good political model: a secular country which allows
its citizens to worship as they like — totally unlike most
other Arab countries. In sum: Hats off in deep respect
to Syria and its people.

The future of Lebanon after
Hariri resignation

The role of Hezbollah, which has always
served as an anchor of stability, is expected to increase
significantly, as Lebanon requires more self-sacrifice
and political integrity than ever before. In this regard,
Hezbollah has proved that it is able to act professionally
to meet the country’s needs.

=

The experience gained from developments over the
last two decades shows that Hezbollah’s considerable
credibility and its clever leader, whose political exper-
tise is obvious to all Lebanese, can weather the storms.
Hezbollah can also be a determining factor in preventing
the impact of trans-national plans on future develop-
ments in Lebanon.
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Whole Building in Zafaranieh

parking, $20000 "
lobby, lobby man, green view Mr.Shayan: 09128440156 Holder of brand new, 5 floors, 5 apts each Apt in Tajrish
apt 175 sq.m with 3 Bdrs. brand new. 4" floor. 130 s
° . ’ ’ q.m
IS O 9 O 0 1 ’ 2 O 0 8 10 parking spots, $10000 2 Bdrs., furn, balcony, elevator

parking, $3500
Duplex Villa in Niavaran
Ms.Sara: 09128103207 storage, parking, $1200

Ms.Sara: 09128103207
600 sq.m land, 700 sq.m built up, 5 ISO 10004:2012 g dng, $1200
r.Shayan:

Apt in Fereshteh Bdrs., furn, terrace
almost new, 1% floor, 130 sq.m garden, outdoor, swimming pool, . Whole Building in
2 Bdrs., unfurn, spj, equipped parking, $8500 IS0 10002:2014 Saadat Abad Aot in Andarzeoo blvd
Ms.Sara: 09128103207 From Oxford Cert Universal administrative office license o goor 140's 1%1 3 Bdrs
brand new, 3 units, 900 sq.m land > q.m, ’
fully furn, parking, $600

kitchen, roof garden, parking
$2500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156 Triplex Villa in Jordan B t Consultati 384 sq.m totally, storage, parking
. . Ms.Sara: 09128103207
3700 sq.m land, 1300 sq.m €S on Price: negotiable EE——
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156 Apt in Zafaranich

Apt in South Kamranieh 7 Bdrs., 6 bathrooms, furn outdoor B .
est Services, Best Result
4 3t floor, 176 sq.m, 3Bdrs., furn

2" floor, 250 sq.m, 4 Bdrs. pool, renovated

furn, equipped kitchen, spj 3-side entrances, $20000 Intl. Dep ent M. er "Tina 09128103205" Whole Building in Darous U T C b e

G 2 floors, 700 sq.m land .
storage, parking spot, $2000

gym, parking, $3500 Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Ms. : 091281032 . - . t . ith 4 Bdrs.
.Sara: LSS Triplex Villa in Velenjak Tel: 226624§2 8, Fax: 22667173 an(:::E:lP dﬁg?eiqaglt g,(l)ﬂ sq.ni1 l‘wsith Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Velenjak 1000 sq.m, 14 Bdrs., semi furn H t L ® 2 8 1 4 1 5 Bdrs., furn, equipped kitchen . L. .
2t floor, 177 sq.m, 2 Bdrs. furn 2 kitchens, lots of parking .O lll. e @ / renovated, huge terrace Apltll(l)l ssqh::l";t;;'d?/shrgf‘:::ad
sauna, outdoor & indoor pool lnfO@parSdlplomatlc.COm mountau; ;f:)%vg, parking storag.e, ;)arking.,,$700
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

balcony, swimming pool Jacuzzi,
$20000 negotiable = .
www.parsdiplomatic.com  Mssara: 0128103207

Apt in Elahieh
2" floor, 200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
furn swimming pool, sauna

parking, $2500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156 Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
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Modern Stadium of
Martyrs of Khuzestan
Football Club (KSC)

Shanon_tari@yakoo.com

- +9891219078756
Tol : 88510081
T O Jordan Villa (§5000) 1000sq.m, Sbrs mi.i»ii@.}g.g. ¥
200sq.1m, 3bdrs, §/p Darrous Villa ($6000) 1500sq.m, 6bdrs . _ \
PRI Both with §/p, §, J, & green garden Advertising Dept
] BTN E Velenjak bldg (§8000)
240sq.m, 4bdrs, §/p J§ 160sq.m, 3bdrs Fkestienamishiad
S, J, balcony, GEF | S/p, S, J, 8 F.F JERUECIILS
' ; o
Don't Waste Your Time
Visit our website to c‘hoose your desired rental Properties
www. Delta HOME. ir
The Most Specialized Website for Foreigners
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Member of DEI 888%681161353&116 Group
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NASA reveals
‘breathtaking’
selfie from

Mars

NASA hasrevealed a “breathtaking” selfie
taken by its Curiosity rover on Mars, as
never seen before.

The image is actually made up of 57
individual pictures, all stitched together
to make one that commemorates a
breakthrough moment for the rover.

The experiment the lander can be seen
to be conducting could help scientists
understand whether life existed on the
planet billions of years ago, when it would
have been a more hospitable place to live.

It is the first time that NASA has asked
the rover to conduct a chemistry experiment
in the Glen Etive area of Mars, and only the
second time it has performed the work at all.

In the image, in front of the rover, two
holes in the ground can be seen —the one on
the rightis named Glen Etive 1and on the left
is Glen Etive 2. By drilling those holes, the
rover is able to analyze the material inside,
turning them into powder and dropping
them into a portable lab it carries around
inside its belly.

The picture also shows just how far the
Curiosity rover has come. Behind it, 300

meters away, can be seen Vera Rubin Ridge,
which Curiosity left almost a year ago, and
beyond that can be seen the Gale Crater that
Curiosity has spent much of its time exploring.

The experiment depicted in the image
happened on 24 September, when the rover
picked up the sample and placed it into the lab.

The SAM lab has 74 small cups, most of it
can use to heat up the samples —allowing the
rover to sniff the gases and understand what
they are made up of. The new experiment saw
it use the nine of the cups that are intended
for “wet chemistry” experiments, however,
which can be used to look for the carbon-based
molecules that form the building blocks of life.

That data can then be sent back down
to Earth to allow scientists to pick through
them and learn about the ancient history
of Mars — and whatever life might have
called it home.

Since there are so few of those cups,
researchers only use them when they are sure
the possible findings will be important enough.
That meant that the rover undertook only
the second ever of experiments last month,
despite having been on the planet since 2012.

“We've been eager to find an area that
would be compelling enough to do wet
chemistry,” said SAM Principal Investigator
Paul Mahaffy of NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. “Now
that we're in the clay-bearing unit, we've

finally got it.”

Scientists won't release the full results

of the tests until next year, since the “data

is extremely complex and takes time to
interpret”.

(Source: The Independent)

Placing another piece in the dark matter puzzle

Ateam led by Prof Dmitry Budker has continued their search
for dark matter within the framework of the “Cosmic Axion
Spin Precession Experiment” (or “CASPEr” for short). The
CASPETr group conducts their experiments at the PRISMA+
Cluster of Excellence at Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz
(JGU) and the Helmholtz Institute Mainz (HIM). CASPEr is
an international research program that uses nuclear magnetic
resonance techniques to identify and analyze dark matter.

Very little is known about the exact nature of dark
matter. Currently, some of the most promising dark matter
candidates are extremely light bosonic particles such as
axions, axion-like particles or even dark photons. “These can
also beregarded as a classical field oscillating at a certain
frequency. But we can’t yet put a figure on this frequency —
and therefore the mass of the particles,” explains Dmitry
Budker. “That is why in the CASPEr research program
we are systematically investigating different frequency
ranges looking for hints of dark matter.”

For this, the CASPEr team is developing various special
nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) techniques, each targeted

ata specific frequency range and therefore at a specific range
of dark-matter particle masses. NMR generally relies on the
fact that nuclear spins react to magnetic fields oscillating at
aspecific “resonance frequency.” The resonance frequency
is tuned via a second, usually static magnetic field. The
fundamental idea of the CASPET research program is that
adark matter field can influence the nuclear spins in the same
way. As the Earth moves through this field, nuclear spins
behave as if they would experience an oscillating magnetic
field, thus generating a dark matter induced NMR spectrum.

In the current work, first author Antoine Garcon and his
colleagues used a more exotic technique: ZULF (zero- to
ultralow-field) NMR. “ZULF NMR provides a regime where
nuclear spins interact more strongly with each other than
they do with an external magnetic field,” says corresponding
author Dr. John W Blanchard. “In order to make the spins
sensitive to dark matter, we only have to apply a very small
external magnetic field, which is much easier to stabilize.”
Furthermore, for the first time the researchers examined
ZULF NMR spectra of 13C-formic acid with respect to dark-

matter-induced sidebands, employing a new analysis scheme
to coherently average sidebands of arbitrary frequency over
multiple measurements.

This particular form of sideband analysis enabled the scientists
to search for dark matter in a new frequency range. No dark
matter signal was detected, as the CASPEr team reports in the
latest edition of Science Advances, allowing the authors to rule
out ultralight dark matter with couplings above a particular
threshold. Atthe same time, these results provide another piece
of the dark matter puzzle and complement previous results
from the CASPEr program reported in June, when the scientists
explored even lower frequencies, using another specialized
NMR method called “comagnetometry.”

“Like ajigsaw puzzle, we combine various pieces within
the CASPEr program to further narrow down the scope
of the dark matter search,” asserts Dmitry Budker. John
Blanchard adds: “This is just the first step. We are currently
implementing several very promising modifications to increase
our experiment’s sensitivity.”

(Source: Science Daily)

Microscale rockets powered by acoustic
waves could explore cellular environs

13:27:12 4

Scientists have developed a microscale
rocket powered by acoustic waves and
a bubble motor. Guided by magnets, the
rocket could one day be used to explore
cellular environs.

Fifteen years ago, scientists proved that
tiny robotic vehicles could use chemicals
as fuel to propel themselves. But the
chemical of choice, hydrogen peroxide,
is toxic, complicating the use of microscale
vessels inside the human body.

More recently, while working to levitate
one of their vessels using acoustic waves,
the researchers realized high-frequency
sound waves worked to move their tiny
vehicles at surprisingly high speeds.

The team of scientists, including
researchers from the universities of
Pennsylvania, Penn State and San Diego,
decided to build on the revelation.

Inanew paper, published in the journal
Science Advances, the researchers describe
a microscale rocket with a rounded
bottom, measuring 10 microns in length
and 5 microns wide — about the size of
a speck of dust.

Using laser lithography, a 3D printing
technology, scientists created rounded
cups on the rocket>s bottom. Each cup
features an outer layer of gold and inner
layers of nickel and a polymer. Exposure
to a hydrophobic chemical triggers the
formation of a bubble inside the rocket.

In aqueous environs, the rocket>s
bubble responds to acoustic waves by
converting the high-frequency oscillation

into forward motion. The rocket and it>s
sound wave-powered bubble motor can
be directed by external magnets.

Because each rocket has its own
resonant frequency, members of a fleet
can be driven independently of the others.
In lab tests, scientists successfully directed
the microscale rockets up tiny staircases
and through 3D obstacle courses using tiny
fins. Scientists were also able to precisely
guide nanoparticles using the rockets.

“At this particular length scale, we>re
rightat the crossover point between when
the power is enough to affect other particles,”
Thomas Mallouk, a biochemical engineer at
Penn and Penn State, said in a news release.

Researchers were also able to propel
the rocket at varying speeds using different
acoustic wave frequencies.

“If I want it to go slow, I can turn the
power down, and if | want it to go really
fast, I can turn the power up,” said Jeff
McNeill, a graduate student who helped
design the microscale bubble motor. “That>s
areally useful tool.”

The research team is now working to
grant the rockets additional technological
tools — tools that could help them
accomplish a variety of medical tasks
inside the human body.

“We>d like to have controllable robots
that can do tasks inside the body: Deliver
medicine, rotor rooter arteries, diagnostic
snooping,” Mallouk said.

(Source: UPI)

Structured light to make communication

technologies faster,

By Brooks Hays

Communication technologies
soon deploy structured light to transport
information faster and make data more
secure, according to a new scientific review.

“What we really want is to do quantum
mechanics with patterns of light,” Andrew
Forbes, physicist at the University of the
Witwatersrand in South Africa, said in a
news release. “By this, we mean that light
comes in avariety of patterns that can be
made unique — like our faces.”

Forbes is the first of author of a paper —
published Tuesday in the journal AVS Quantum
Science —detailing the technological progress
being made in the field of structured light.

Light can be structured to produce
different images or patterns. Because each
light pattern is distinguishable from the others,
structured light can be used like an alphabet.

“The cool thing is that there are, in
principle atleast, an infinite set of patterns, so
aninfinite alphabet is available,” Forbes said.

Most quantum systems use polarization to
distinguish light photons. Polarization only offers
two values, limiting the amount of information
thatcan be embedded ineach photon. Usinga
patterned light alphabet allows for information
tobe carried atgreater densities, according to
the new research paper.

“Patterns of lightare a route to what we term
high-dimensional states,” Forbes said. “They’re
high dimensional, because many patterns are
involved in the quantum process. Unfortunately,
the toolkit to manage these patterns is still

could

maore secure

underdeveloped and requires a lot of work.”

Despite the potential of encoding alphabets
based on patterns of light, “progress in
harnessing high dimensional spatial mode
entanglementremainsinitsinfancy,” according
tothe newly published review.

Still, researchers are making advances.
Forexample, scientists have demonstrated
entanglement swapping using spatial modes
oflight, quantum states confined to spatially
separated waveguides. Scientists have also
improved the resolution of ghost imaging,
allowing them to more precisely measure
entangled photons. But hurdles remain.

“We know how to create and detect photons
entangled in patterns,” said Forbes. “Butwe
don’t really have good control on getting them
fromone point to another, because they distort
in the atmosphere and in optical fiber. And
we don’t really know how to efficiently extract
information from them. It requires too many
measurements at the moment.”

Forbes and his colleagues suggest further
advances can be made using simpler tools
to yield more complex quantum states.
According to the paper, physicists can move
beyond the strictures of two dimensions by
combining the advantages of polarization
and patterns to produce hybrid light states.

“Rather than two dimensions of
patterns, hybrid states allow access to
multidimensional states, for example, an
infinite set of two-dimensional systems,”
Forbes said. “This looks like a promising
way forward to truly realize a quantum
network based on patterns of light.”

INTERNATIONAL DAILY

Telescope tracks 35 million
galaxies in Dark Energy hunt
By Pallab Ghosh

A super telescope has begun the most detailed survey of the
Universe ever undertaken.

The aim of the five-year program is to shed light on Dark
Energy - the mysterious force thought to drive an accelerated
expansion of the Universe.

The instrument effectively contains 5,000 mini-telescopes.
Each one can image a galaxy every 20 minutes.

In just one year scientists will have surveyed more galaxies
thaaall the other telescopes in the world combined.

What is Dark Energy? 77

The Big Bang theory of lil Py
the creation of the Universe | A&l |
originally predicted that its
expansion would slow down,
and that it would possibly begin
to contractas aresult of the pull
of gravity.

However, in 1998,
astronomers were shocked to
discover that not only was the
Universe continuing to expand,
but that this expansion was also
accelerating.

The most widely held view is
that something is counteracting
the pull of gravity - and that something has been termed Dark Energy.

It has been calculated that Dark Energy makes up most of
the Universe. Indeed, the atoms that build planets, stars and
galaxies probably account for just 5%.

Prof Ofer Lahav, from University College London, is taking
part in the project. He said scientists still knew next to nothing
about Dark Energy 20 years after its discovery.

“Itis just embarrassing to live in a Universe where you only
know 5% of it,” he told BBC News.

“The nature of Dark Energy, and what it is, may well lead to
arevolution in physics - the whole of physics!”

B What will the new project examine?

An international team of researchers will use a device
called the Dark Energy Spectroscopic Instrument (DESI). It
has been retrofitted on to the 4m Mayall telescope at the Kitt
Peak observatory in Arizona, US.

Inside DESI are 5,000 optical fibers, each acting as a mini-
telescope. This enables the instrument to capture light from 5,000
different galaxies simultaneously, precisely to map their distance
from Earth, and gauge how much the Universe expanded as this
light travelled to Earth.

Inideal conditions, DESI can cycle through a new set of 5,000
galaxies every 20 minutes.

The further DESI looks into space, the further back in time it
sees. This is because of the time it takes for light to reach Earth.
The instrument can see objects 10 billion light-years away, which
are therefore 10 billion years in the past.

There have been other similar projects, but DESI will cover a
much larger volume of space and will measure the acceleration of
the expansion of the Universe three times more accurately than
ever before. The team has drawn on previous surveys to create
aguide map of the Universe from which 35 million galaxies will
be selected as targets for DESI.

M How does Dark Energy push the Universe apart?

The key seems to be a force called vacuum pressure which is
caused by fluctuations in the fabric of space-time at a sub-atomic
level. Calculations suggest that this vacuum pressure should be
an unimaginably larger number (1 with 120 zeroes after it) than
the force astronomers actually see pushing galaxies apart.

One possibility is that the vacuum pressure was much, much
larger in the early Universe and now has dwindled to its current level.

If, however, astronomers discover that the vacuum pressure has
stayed the same, then some more speculative theories come into play.

One suggests that our Universe is one of many in a massive
“multiverse”. Ours has a tiny vacuum pressure while others may
have the much larger pressure.

But matter - and ultimately life - can only exist in a Universe
like ours, with a low vacuum pressure.

M But could the answer lie elsewhere?

Another possibility is that the current theory of gravity isincomplete.
Unlike other fundamental forces, it does not have an opposite force
- akin to the positive and negative charges of electricity.

DESI is able to test the current theory of gravity, developed
by Albert Einstein more than 100 years ago, in unprecedented
detail because it can see so far back into the past.

Astronomers will be able to see, blow by blow and in exquisite
detail, how gravity operated over that time to bring together
particles to form the planets, stars and galaxies we see.

Spooky ‘face’ spotted in
space by Hubble

Although it looks a bit like an eerie, floating face suspended in
space, the optical illusion spotted by the Hubble Space Telescope
is really the result of two galaxies colliding.

Hubble took the image in June as part of its snapshot program,
using gaps in its observation schedule to take photos of other
intriguing targets.

The two glowing eyes of the face each represent the center of a
galaxy. Young blue stars help make up the outline of the face, while
other groupings of new stars seem to sketch outa mouth and nose.

Galaxies aren't the kindest of neighbors. They can crash into each
other —or one can cannibalize parts of another that comes too close.

But this system was formed by a relatively rare, head-on collision.
That means the ring we see that makes up the face is ephemeral, only
lasting about 100 million years—ashort time on the universal time
scale. The ring formed when each galaxy’s disk, which is filled with
gas, dust and stars, was pulled and stretched out by the collision.

This is the Arp-Madore 2026-424 system 704 million light-
years from Earth, as noted in the “Catalogue of Southern Peculiar
Galaxies and Associations.” The Arp-Madore catalog is the result
of work published by astronomers Halton Arp and Barry Madore,
who both searched for unique galactic interactions. Their combined
work detailing thousands of galaxies was released in 1987.

Rings are rare because there are only a few hundred of them
known in our corner of the universe. The circumstances that
create them have to happen in a certain way for the ring to form.

And because the galactic centers of each one seen in the image
appear to be the same size, that means the galaxies were equal in
proportion before they collided. Usually, larger galaxies cannibalize
smaller galaxies.

(Source: CNN)
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Prehistoric site discovered
In Iran dating to 3rd
millennium BC

TEHRAN — A prehistoric site, estimated
d e s to date from the third millennium BC, has
recently been discovered in Minab, southern Iran.

Found during a sand mine exploration, the site has so far
yielded a broken imprinted bowl that dates from the same era,
IRNA reported on Wednesday.

Talking to the news agency, a local tourism official, Abbas
Noruzi, attached great importance to the new discovery saying,
“Historical value of the site is similar to that of Mesopotamia,
which is of great importance to historians.”

Mesopotamia is a historical region of Western Asia situated
within the Tigris—Euphrates river system, in the northern
part of the Fertile Crescent, in modern days roughly corre-
sponding to most of Iraq, Kuwait, the eastern parts of Syria,
Southeastern Turkey, and regions along the Turkish—Syrian
and Iran—Irag borders.

Located in Hormozgan province, Minab is known for having
abundant date palms and being a fishing zone.

Airbus A220s ordered
to slow down over
engine incidents

The Airbus A220 should no longer use full power at high altitudes,
Canadian and European air safety regulators have announced
following several incidents with their engines, including one in
which pieces came off in-flight.

In an emergency airworthiness directive issued over the
weekend by Transport Canada and also transmitted by the EU’s
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) on Monday, airlines operating
the aircraft are ordered to not exceed 94 percent of maximum
output while above 29,000 feet.

The statement said the directive was issued following “several
occurrences of engine in-flight shutdowns” with A220s operated
by Air Canada, but there have also been several incidents with
flights operated by Lufthansa’s subsidiary, Swiss.

During one Swiss flight, parts of the engine fell over France,
and following incidents in September and October the airline
halted all flights with the aircraft until they could be inspected.

The aircraft was designed and originally built by Canada’s
Bombardier, but it had difficulty gaining enough orders.

It was subsequently bought out by Airbus, which has suc-
ceeded in getting airlines to place more orders for the aircraft,
which offers similar fuel savings to the A320neo series but is
somewhat smaller.

(Source: AFP)

" ROUND THE GLOBE
Sangha Trinational

Sangha Trinational is a transboundary conservation com-
plexin the North-western Congo Basin where Cameroon, the
Central African Republic and the Republic of Congo meet.
Sangha Trinational encompasses three contiguous nation-
al parks totaling a legally defined area of 746,309 hectares.
These are Lobeke National Park in Cameroon, Dzanga-Ndoki
National Park in the Central African Republic and Nouabale-
Ndoki National Park in the Republic of Congo.
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Dzanga-Ndoki National Park is comprised of two distinct
units. The parks are embedded in a much larger forest land-
scape, sometimes referred to as the TNS Landscape.

A buffer zone of 1,787,950 hectares has been estab-
lished in recognition of the importance of the broader
landscape and its inhabitants for the future of the property.
The buffer zone includes Dzanga-Sanga Forest Reserve
in the Central African Republic, which connects the two
units of Dzanga-Ndoki National Park.

Natural values and features include the ongoing ecological
and evolutionary processes in amostly intact forest landscape
at a very large scale. Numerous and diverse habitats such
as tropical forests comprised of deciduous and evergreen
species, a great diversity of wetland types, including swamp
forests and periodically flooded forests and many types of
forest clearings of major conservation importance continue
to be connected at a landscape level.

This mosaic of ecosystems harbors viable populations of
complete faunal and floral assemblages, including top predators
and rare and endangered species, such as Forest Elephants,
Gorillas, Chimpanzees, and several antelope species, such as
the Sitatunga and the emblematic Bongo.

(Source: UNESCO)
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Visit Tappeh Mill, one of the most
ancienttemplesin lran

TEHRAN — Of the
d e s buildings that still remain
from the early years of civilization, are the
ancient temples. Given the importance of
religion for the mankind, it's not surprising
that these spiritual sites were built using
topmost architectural innovations of the
time in imposing scales.

Tappeh Mill (literally - a mill hill), also
known as the Bahram fire temple, is one of
the oldest standing Zoroastrian temples in
Iran. The monument sits majestically on the
hill near Ghal’eh Noe Village not far from the
city of Rey, southward of Tehran.

Some archaeologists say that the temple
was built during the Sassanid era (224 to
651 CE), but itis not possible to find out the
exact time of its foundation.

There isanother opinion that the temple
was builteven earlier - during the Achae-
menid era (550 BC—330 BC), and was
destroyed during Alexander the Great'’s
conquest of Persia. That is why it is hard
to conclude which Zoroastrian temple is
the most ancient in the country.

Tappeh Millis made of brick and mortar
(clay, water and egg white). Inside, there
isalarge hall, divided into three parts. The
sacred fireplace burnt in the eastern part
of the temple with high vault (iwan) and
four round columns. After more than a
thousand years, geometrically patterned
plaster reliefs, reliefs with floral and an-
imal motifs still can be seen on the walls
of the temple. Such a choice of images
was dictated by the traditional design of

Zoroastrian temples of those times.
Despite the presence of protective struc-
tures, the temple was somewhat damaged due
to strong winds in 2017. Now it is restored
and welcomes tourists again.
A Zoroastrian temple is a place to keep
sacred fire, which cherished by special Zo-

roastrian followers wearing white clothes

-asign of their ritual purity. During the
reign of the Sassanid Empire, Zoroastrian-
ism became the state religion, as a result
of which such temples were builtin large
numbers across the empire. However,
after the advent of Islam, Zoroastrian

temples fell into decay.

Zoroastrianism still survives in some
areas across lran such as the city of Yazd.
It is also practiced more prosperously in
India, where the descendants of Zoroastrian
Iranian (Persian) immigrants are known
as Parsis, or Parsees.

Newly-found petroglyph in western
Iran may have link to Mithraism

: i :
TEHRAN — A
d e s newly-discovered
rock-carving in western Iran could have
a link to Mithraism, a prehistorical reli-
gion inspired by Iranian worship of the
Zoroastrian god Mithra.

Some Iranian archaeologists suggest
that the carving was created by a follower
of Mithraism as it depicts a simple por-
trayal of a human with his right hand
raised and an object in his hand. But,
experts say it needs much more study
in order to date the petroglyph.

The petroglyph was found in western
Kermanshah province on a mountain-
side near Tag-e Bostan, an archaeologi-
cal complex, which consists of a series of
properties from prehistoric to historical
periods such as imposing Sassanid-era
bas-reliefs, Morad-Hassel Tepe, an an-
cientvillage, a Parthian graveyard and a
Sassanid hunting ground.

Itwas found upstream of a spring, inside
a niche measuring about two meters by
two meters, carved some 50 centimeters
deep into the mountainside, archaeologist
Keyvan Moumivand told IRNA on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, a local tourism official has
said that various archaeologists and teams

o

of experts must conduct researches on the
rock-carving in order to determine its ori-
gins and to make a definitive comment on it.

Some experts say that existence of
some Mithraism symbols in parts of the
historical zone, including one nearby the
bas-relief of Ardashir I1, reinforces a possi-
bility that the petroglyph being associated
with Mithraism, IRNA reported.

Mithraism, was the worship of Mithra,
an Iranian god of the sun, justice, contract,
and war in pre-Zoroastrian Iran. Known
as Mithras in the Roman Empire during
the 2nd and 3rd centuries CE, this deity,
according to Britannica Encyclopedia, was
honored as the patron of loyalty to the em-
peror. After the acceptance of Christianity
by the emperor Constantine in the early
4th century, Mithraism rapidly declined.

Tag-e Bostan is known for its bas-reliefs
of Sasanid origin (3rd to 7th century CE). The
carvings, some of the finest and best-pre-
served examples of Persian sculpture under
the Sasanians, include representations of the
investitures of Ardashir IT (reigned 379—383
CE) and of Shapur ITI (383—388), the latter
inaman-made cave carved in the form of
an iwan (three-sided, barrel-vaulted hall,
open at one end).

The Great Wall of Gorgan: longest ancient
barrier between Central Europe and China

TEHRAN — Stretched
d e sk foralmost200kilome-
tersalong northern Iran, the ancient Great
Wall of Gorgan was constructed from 420s
CE to 530s as a northern frontier of the
then mighty Persian Empire, which was
then ruled under Sassanids.

The wall was involved in a series of wars
first against the Hephthalites or White
Huns and later against the Turks.

Most parts of the gigantic monu-
ment are still hidden underneath the
surface though some segments have so
far been unearthed and even restored
to former glory.

Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts along with cul-
tural heritage experts are making efforts to
put the landmark monument on UNESCO
World Heritage list in the years to come.

The wall is lined by 38 forts. It is the
longest fort-lined ancient barrier between
Central Europe and China, longer than
Hadrian’s Wall and the Antonine Wall put
together, according to UNESCO.

The gigantic barrier is also more than
three times the length of the longest late
Roman defensive wall built from scratch,
the Anastasian Wall west of Constantino-
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ple. The combined area of the forts on
the Gorgan Wall exceeds that of those on
Hadrian’s Wall about threefold.

UNESCO adds that the Gorgan Wall is
remarkable notonly in terms of its phys-
ical scale, but even more so in terms of
its technical sophistication. In order to
enable construction works, canals had to
be dug along the course of the defensive
barrier, to provide the water needed for
brick production. These canals received
their water from supplier canals, which
bridged the Gorgan River via ganats. One
of these, the Sadd-e Garkaz, survives to
700 m length and 20 m height, but was
originally almost one kilometer long.

The Gorgan Wall and its associated
ancient military monuments provide
a unique testimony to the engineering
skills and military organization of the
Sassanian Empire. They help to explain
its geographic extent, from Mesopotamia
to the west of the Indian Subcontinent,
and how effective border defense con-
tributed to the Empire’s prosperity in
the interior and to its longevity. These
monuments are, in terms of their scale,
historical importance and sophistication,
of global significance.

Boeing chief to admit company made mist

The Boeing chief executive, Dennis Muilenburg, will admit
on Tuesday that the aircraft manufacturer made mistakes,
and pledge that accidents like the two 737 Max crashes that
killed 346 people will not happen again.

He will appear at a congressional hearing on the an-
niversary of the crash of Lion Air flight 610 in Indonesia
that killed 189 people. In March, after an Ethiopian
Airlines 737 Max crashed, killing 157 people, the plane
was grounded worldwide.

According to written testimony, Muilenburg will tell the
Senate commerce committee: “We have learned and are still
learning from these accidents, Mr Chairman. We know we
made mistakes and got some things wrong.”

Muilenburg’s testimony, made public on Monday, said
the company had made improvements to the now-grounded
737 Max airplane “that will ensure that accidents like these
never happen again”. He added: “We also know we can and
must do better.”

Muilenburg, who was stripped of his title as Boeing
chairman by the board earlier this month, will also testify
before the House of Representatives transportation and
infrastructure committee on Wednesday.

The grounding of the 737 Max has forced US airlines
to cancel flights up to January and February and has also
affected European carriers such as Ryanair, which cut
30,000 flights and will fly 5 million fewer passengers than
planned next year. The Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) is not expected to approve the 737 Max’s use until
December at the earliest.

Southwest Airlines Boeing 737 Max aircraft parked in
southern California after being grounded. Photograph:
Mark Ralston/AFP via Getty Images

Muilenberg will tell the Senate he has flown on two
demonstration flights testing the improvements made to
the 737 Max. “When the 737 Max returns to service, it will
be one of the safest airplanes ever to fly,” he said in his
written testimony.

He conceded getting the plane back in the air “has taken
longer than we originally expected, but we're committed to
getting it right, and return-to-service timing is completely de-
pendent on answering each and every question from the FAA”.

He added “regulators should approve the return of the
Max to the skies only after they have applied the most rig-
orous scrutiny, and are completely satisfied as to the plane’s

akes over 737 Max

safety. The flying public deserves nothing less.”

Muilenberg also expressed “deepest sympathies to the
families and loved ones” of those killed. He visited the In-
donesian embassy in Washington on Monday to meet the
country’s ambassador, offer condolences and pay respects
to those lost on the flight.

Roger Wicker, the chairman of the Senate commerce
committee, told Reuters last week the 737 Max “won’t fly
unless 99.9% of the American publicand American policy-
makers are convinced that it's absolutely safe”.

Indonesian investigators reported last week that problems
with Boeing’s design, the airline’s maintenance of the jet
and pilot errors contributed to the Lion Air crash.

Muilenburg noted both crashes involved the repeated
activation of a flight control software function known as
MCAS after it received faulty sensor input.

Boeing’s development of that software has come under
criticism from lawmakers and the company is adding safe-
guards to the system. Muilenburg said the changes would
“eliminate the possibility of even extremely unlikely risks
that are unrelated to the accident”.

Boeing has admitted few mistakes since the two fatal
crashes. Earlier this month, the FAA questioned why Boeing
withheld instant messages from a former pilot for months
that raised questions about MCAS.

Representative Peter DeFazio, who chairs the House
panel, has one main question for Boeing at Wednesday’s
hearing: “How the hell did this happen?”

(Source: Guardian)
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How Reuters aids U.S. government’s
propaganda campaign against lran

By Ali Radmanesh

TEHRAN — A 2013 Reuters reporton Iran’s
Setad has been cited in four books and was
recently used to justify more sanctionson Iran
by Mike Pompeo, but a look into the report’s
sources and accuracy reveal questionable
journalism and a clear agenda.

The first part of an article dissecting flaws
in the Reuters report was published on the
October 30 edition of the Tehran Times.

Here is the final part of the article:

Instead of sticking to the facts known to
every historianand Iranian, Reuters journalists
use logically fallacious methods like appeals to
emotion through empathy, false dilemmas, and
good ol’ victimhood. For example, an article
quotes Katirai's daughter saying “I took my kids
there every Friday to see the family” and “each
corner of that house isamemory for us.” One
may wonder whether these trite phrases can
be applied in the same way to their former land
holdings, perhaps “every single square meter
isamemory for them” also, out of 7,500,000
square meters in total. Such colossal amount
of land was highly uncommon even for the
richest landlords, and since Katirais weren'’t
historically attested among noble or wealthy
merchant families prior to the Pahlavi period, it
isclear that they did not just keep the property
due to the ties with the Shah’s regime, but they
also gainedit.

Other statements are less subtle and bear
aggressive religious and political messages.
“We know that Islam is a religion of peace,
but how can a government that claims to be
an Islamic governmentallow this to happen?”
Katirai’s daughter had asked, and thus offered
the false dilemma: either the Iranian govern-
ment is not Islamic, or Islam is nota religion
of peace. The third option, unoffered in the
article but the most realistic one, is that she
isaliar and demagogue. Additional evidence
for it is yet another her claim that legal rep-
resentatives refused to consider her father’s
case solely because he did not belong to any
of three constitutive minorities: Zoroastrians,
Jews or Christians. This implies that all oth-
ers, from Iranian Hindus to foreign-born East
Asian communities, have no any legal rights.
Utterly bizarre.

M egal and human rights “experts”

Another group of people used as a reference
inthe Reuters article are self-proclaimed human
rights “experts”and lawyers, all Iranian-born and
living abroad. The first one is Naghi Mahmoudi
who in the introduction claimed that Khamenei
asthe Supreme leader oversaw the creation of a
body of legal rulings and executive orders that
enabled and safeguarded asset acquisitions, as
well as that no supervisory organization can
question its property. The article represents
him as a“lawyer” and uncritically accepts his
allegations which serve as the basis for further
elaboration.

In reality, Naghi Mahmoudi is only a pity
political activist who has a history of lying and
manipulating. Back in mid-2010, Mahmou-
di and his colleague Javid Hustan Kian claimed
to be defectors and “lawyers” of an Iranian
woman sentenced to lapidation, but the whole
case turned out to be a well-organized hoax,
while they were disclosed as impostors and
members of the MEK terrorist cult. In the
meantime, he almost completely vanished from
the media, held several pro-MEK speechesin
Germany, and sometimes shared a propagan-
da material on Twitter, including ridiculous
pan-Turkist claims that “40% of Iranians are
Azeri Turks deprived of basic humanrights.”
Ironically, even Ali Khamenei was born into
an Azerifamily, as the Reuters article correctly
mentions.

The biographical details of other informers
are no less controversial. Ottawa-based Hossein
Raeesi is a legal advisor to the IHRDC, a US
government-sponsored organization blacklisted
as subversive by the Iranian Interior Ministry,
and London-based Mohammad Nayyeri is a
close associate of Shadi Sadr, an anti-Iranian
activistwho publicly advocated Arab separatism

-

- | —
in Iran. Itis interesting that both of them, along
with certain Beverly Hills-based Reghabi couple,
complain about legal complications over the
return of property, but at the same time, they
confirm it is actually possible and feasible. It
only takes time, and money, as everywhere.

However, the informers could notagree on
aprecise legal fee, some of themclaiming itis
20% while others even over 50%. Since both
amounts are obviously extremely exaggerated
and hardly provable, for this purpose two anon-
ymous jump into the story and Reuters jour-
nalists use their testimonies as evidence. The
firstis an Iranian Shi'ite Muslim businessman
now living abroad who put fee at 55%, and
the second is alleged Nayyeri’s client who re-
covered the house but had to pay 20% of the
property’s assessed value, a religious payment
called “khoms” mandated under Islamic law.
No names, no documents, and no sense. To
fill such logical gaps and inconsistent claims,
journalists also used orientalist cliché of ubig-
uitous corruption.

M Political circles

Finally, the last group of informers con-
sists of individuals more deeply involved in
politics, comparing to the previous activists
who operate under the guise of human rights.
The Reuters article intentionally conceals the
organizations they represent and introduces
them as respectable scholars and politicians,
allegedly authoritative on the subject. For ex-
ample, three journalists first claim that they
had identified “about $95 billion in property
and corporate assets controlled by Setad” and
thatamount “surpasses independent historians’
estimates of the late shah’s wealth,” and asan
evidence for such comparison they further used
statements by Abbas Milani who believes the
estimate of the Shah’s fortune was “extremely
exaggerated” and stood at “abilliondollars.” In
other words, about $3 billion in today’s mon-
ey, or only a fraction of the worth of Setad's
holdings, Reuters concluded.

Itis hard to enumerate how many manip-
ulations this escapade contains. First of all,
there are no “historians” here, but only one,
namely Abbas Milani, who is far from “inde-
pendent” because he isa member of the neo-
conservative Hoover Institution, an advocate
of multilateral crippling sanctions against Iran
inthe US Congress. His books are full of revi-
sionist portrayal of the US role in the 1953 coup,
support of the Pahlavi regime’s oppression, the
1979 Revolution and afterward, and he offers
other contorted interpretations like a claim that
“Iran went from politically moderate Monar-
chyto totalitarian Islamic Republic.” Milani’s
statement about the Pahlavi fortune does not
represent a historical consensus, nor aserious
scholarly assessment, only utter whitewashing
of the Shah’s financial crime.

Already in January 1979, the New York
Times reported that the Pahlavi wealth is ri-
valed in the Middle East only by the holdings
of the Sauds of Saudi Arabia and the al?Sabah
dynasty in Kuwait, and according to bankers,
the Shah’s personal portfolio is worth “well over
$1billion.” New York bankers told journalists
that “a substantial part of the $2 billion to $4
billion belongs to the Pahlavi family,” speaking

only of the sums that have been “transferred
from Iran to the United States during last two
years” [1977and 1978]. The NYT article further
states that “the accumulation of immense sums
was made possible through the blurring of state
funds and royal funds in Iran,” primarily the
Pahlavi Foundation which the Shah controlled
absolutely.

In 1958, the Shah formed the Pahlavi Foun-
dation, declaring at the time that he was trans-
ferring 90% of his holding to the new institu-
tion, acombination of charitable organization
and family trust. Documents proved the royal
family’s penetration of almost every corner of
the nation’s economy, including among other
things 17 banks and insurance companies, an
80% ownership in the nation’s third-largest
insurance company, 25 metal enterprises,
8 mining companies, 10 building materials
companies, 45 construction companies, 43
food companies, and 26 enterprises in trade
or commerce, and a share of ownership in
almost every major hotel in Iran, or 70% of
the hotel capacity. Some of these holdings are
joint ventures with American corporations.

Behind a facade of charitable activities,
the NYT article continues, “the foundation
is apparently used in three ways: as a source
of funds for the royal family, as a means of
exerting control over the economy through
the foundation’s holdings in key sectors, and
as a conduit for rewards to supporters of the
regime.” The transfer of billions of dollars out
of Iran had started already in 1974, partly in
the form of loans to members of his family
thatwere never repaid, and numerous transac-
tions from Iran were made through American
corporations and banks as well as some New
York investment houses. The additional un-
counted resources were deposited in banksin
Switzerland and other countries with strictly
enforced bank-secrecy laws.

In the autumn o0f 1978, during the revolution-
ary turmoil, 64 members of the Pahlavi family
have gone abroad. Like other wealthy Iranians,
they all have made substantial deposits in Swiss
bank accounts and bought luxury residencesin
Europe and North America. Of course, the court
never revealed the true extent of its wealth, but
Iranian and Western estimates place the fortune
accumulated by the royal family, both inside
and outside Iran, far above Abbas Milani’s “a
billion dollars” claim. As New York bankers,
Ervand Abrahamian and Michael Axworthy,
both highly critical of the Islamic Republic
but still regarded as authoritative historians
of modern Iran in the West, offer a completely
different picture.

According to Abrahamian’s monographies,
the royal family’s total assets were estimated
“anywhere between five and twenty billion
dollars” (1982:437) or “in excess of $20 bil-
lion” (2008:131). With inflation, that would
equal up to $60 billion by today’s currency.
In Axworthy’s book, the capital that had been
sentout of the country was “estimated around
$120billion” (2013:297). This figure includes
the comprehensive wealth of all Iranian emi-
grants, but there is no doubt that the majority
was concentrated in hands of the ruling family.

In January 1981, the Iranian government

filed a $36 billion lawsuit in New York against 65
defendants, most of them relatives of the Shah,
in an attempt to recover stolen wealth. Reu-
ters journalists mentioned this fact butin the
context of denying figures. “The suit was dis-
missed,” their paragraph ends, and therefore
imply that “claimed” figure must be false. It is
again a gross manipulation because the New
York courts did not deny the amount of money,
they dismissed the proceedings on the ground
of ‘forum non conveniens’ though they admitted
that there was no alternative forum. According
to the book by Trevor C. Hartley, Emeritus
Professor of Law at the LSE, this was an abuse
of the doctrine, for political reasons, the courts
were determinated to shield the Shah, and ‘fo-
rum non conveniens’ was the tool they chose
(2009:238). After all, those are the same courts
which recently ordered Iran to pay billions to
relatives of 9/11 victims.

In addition to Abbas Milani, the Reuters arti-
clealso quotes Mohsen Sazegara, introduced as
aco-founder of the Revolutionary Guardswho
isnow inexile in the United States, and David
S. Cohen, then undersecretary of the Treasury
for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence who
also served as deputy director of the CIA. The
former isamember of the Washington Institute
for Near East Policy (WINEP), a subsidiary of
the notorious American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC), while the latter isamember
of the Foundation for Defense of Democra-
cies (FDD), a hawkish and neoconservative
organization led by Mark Dubowitz that was
intensively lobbying for the anti-lranian and
anti-Setad sanctions for years.

M Agendaunveiled

All of the above-mentioned lobbyists and
their advocacy groups, along with three Reu-
ters journalists, have the same agendaand are
trying to convince the world that Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ali Khamenei is the same as Shah
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, while Setad is no
different than the Pahlavi Foundation. Thereis,
however, aserious problem with this picture.
More precisely, there are no Khamenei's jewels,
crowns or designer clothes, no luxury cars or
artcollections, no luxurious villas or expensive
estates, either in Iran or abroad. There are no
rich members of the family, no foreign bank
accounts, no documents, no independent ex-
perts, no New Yorker or Swiss bankers. There
isabsolutely nothing which proves their claim.

Thereis, indeed, the Reuters “investigative”
article with fancy charts and listed properties.
Only afew months before the publication of Reu-
ters' article, Washington imposed sanctions
on Setad and some of its alleged corporate
holdings, and the Treasury Department issued
a press release containing boring numbers,
hard charts, Persian-named properties and
other dull text, incomprehensible for wider
audiences. And that'swhy the Reuters article
jumped out.

Investigative journalism iswhen a report
isbuilt on the basis of the collected data, but
here isan opposite case, all the details serve as
buttress or decoration of the central point. In
other words, when you take off all worthless
tree charts, personal testimonies, stories of
poor old ladies, allegations by fake human
rights activists and lobbyists, and numerous
other cliches, the only thing left standing is
the official US press release and accompa-
nying political rampage against the Iranian
leadership. Nothing more.

Regarding Setad itself, as seen through the
eyes of the US government, it serves as a useful
bogeyman and has multiple purposes. Its first
dimension is political-ideological because it
follows the old discourse of bashing Iranian
leaders and veterans, equalizing them with
corrupt royal elites. Second, the economy of
Iran is now being discussed under the guise
of “Setad” name, a sort of trade name which
sounds less offensive in public debates and
official documents. Third and most important,
it is a perfect tool for further targeting Iran’s
economy and expanding sanctions, because any
new emerging company can easily be declared
as a Setad holding.

Media bias has real consequences

.By JohnR. Lott, Jr

TownHall — Media bias has real consequences. Ohio’s
wealthiest supporter of the Republican party, Leslie Wexner,
has withdrawn his support because he was ‘ashamed’ by
President Trump’s response to the white supremacist rally
in Charlottesville. Wexner announced his decision on Friday,
justaday after former President Obama gave a speech in Ohio
where he attacked Republicans who “try to shield and deflect
oversight of [Trump’s] behavior.”

Alot of smart people seem to have fallen for the mainstream
media’s lies about Trump’s comments. NBC News’ coverage of
Charlottesville last year was all too typical: “On Tuesday [August
15th, 2017], Trump gave a freewheeling press conference at
Trump Tower in Manhattan in which he doubled down on
the remarks he made Saturday blaming ‘many sides’ after a
car plowed through a group of counter-protesters who were
demonstrating against an alt-right and white nationalist rally.
He also equated white supremacists on the right to the ‘alt-left.”

Obama kept repeating these claims in his speeches this month:
“We're supposed to stand up to discrimination, and we're sure
as heck supposed to stand up clearly and unequivocally to Nazi
sympathizers. Howhard can that be? Saying that Nazis are bad?”

Even as events were unfolding in Charlottesville on August
12 of last year, President Trump said: “we condemn in the

strongest possible terms this egregious display of hatred, bigotry
and violence on many sides.” On August 14, Trump called neo-
Nazis and other white supremacists “repugnant to everything
we hold dear.”. He again elaborated the next day: “And you
had people, and I'm not talking about the neo-Nazis and the
white nationalists, because they should be condemned totally.
But you had many people in that group other than neo-Nazis
and white nationalists. OK? And the press has treated them
absolutely unfairly.” All three of those quotes were given before
the NBC News piece quoted above.

So where were the fact-checkers when Obama suggested
that Trump has difficulty condemning Nazis?

Wexner was quoted after Obama’s talk: “I was struck by
the genuineness of the man; his candor, humility and empathy
for others.”

Obama attacks Trump for dividing Americans, when that
is what the former president is doing himself. Trump hasn’t
accused Democrats of sympathizing with monstrous, genocidal
ideologies. Inhis Nelson Mandela Lecture in July, Obama talked of
“rabid nationalism and xenophobia and doctrines of tribal, racial,
or religious superiority” and “right-wing billionaires.” Trump
has never called his opponents “rabid.”

Then there have been Obama’s usual, divisive attacks on
Republican policies, which he thinks are all about “cutting taxes
on the wealthiest Americans.” But even the liberal Tax Policy

Center pointed out, “The top 1% and 0.1% of taxpayers will see
their share of income taxes rise in 2018.” The mainstream media
won't critically examine Obama'’s oft-repeated policy claims,
which frequently carry the implication that Republicans don’t
care enough about the poor, minorities, or women.

If Trump wanted to appeal to racists, why would he take
such pride in continually reminding everyone that under his
administration the US now has record-low unemployment
rates for blacks, Hispanics and women?

It's surreal for Obama to attack Trump for wanting to “use
the criminal justice system as a cudgel to punish our political
opponents.” Obama’s IRS systematically went after political
opponents, and his FBI and Department of Justice spied on
Trump’s presidential campaign.

Many apparently still believe that candidate Trump made
fun of a disabled NY Times reporter. In fact, Trump made a type
of gesture that he often used to make fun of people floundering
away when faced with tough questioning. Trump used the same
gesture to make fun of Sen. Ted Cruz and even himself.

The media’s false statements have gotten completely out of
control. Unfortunately, the narrative that Trump has trouble
condemning white supremacists is just one of many that the
media repeats on so many different topics. It isn’t surprising that
even many very smart people, such as Mr. Wexner, sometimes
gettakenin.
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What you think is controlled
by what you watch, which is
controlled by the elite

By Michael Snyder

ACTIVISTPOST — Why do you believe what you believe? Some
people have a really solid answer to that question, but much of the
population never thinks much about deeper questions such as this.
In fact, for most Americans it is simply easier to let others do their
thinking for them. Today, most of us spend multiple hours each day
absorbing information through a screen, and most of the content that
is fed to us through our televisions, phones, tablets and computers
is controlled by the elite. And if you allow anyone to feed informa-
tion into your mind for several hours every day, itis going to have a
dramatic impact on how you view the world.

When | was younger, one of my favorite movies was The Matrix,
and | think that itis a really good metaphor for what isgoing on in our
society today. In the film, nearly the entire human population was
plugged into asystem which continuously fed acomputer-generated
reality into their minds thatwasn’treal atall. Later on, | eventually
came to realize that we are willingly doing the same thing to our-
selves. Our personal interactions with one another are extremely
limited, but we willingly “plug in” to the enormous matrix of news,
information and entertainment that the elite have constructed for
many hours each day.

According to numbers that were released earlier this year, the
average American spends more than three hours watching television
and more than three hours on mobile devices every single day...

It’s official: This year marks the first time that Americans will
spend more time staring down at their phones and tablets than they
will watching television.

The average U.S. adult will spend three hours and 43 minutes
on mobile devices this year, according to EMarketer Inc., which is
eight minutes longer than the three hours and 35 minutes that will
be spentin frontofthe TV.

If Americans from previous generations could visit our society
right now, they would probably be horrified that we are all constantly
staring at our screens like some sort of zombies.

And perhaps it wouldn’t be so bad if we were feeding our minds
healthy things, but instead most of what we are absorbing is garbage
that has been produced by the elite.

Today, nearly all of the news, information and entertainment
that Americans consume is produced by a small cluster of giant cor-
porations. The following summary of the current state of affairs
comes from Wikipedia:

In the United States, movie production has been dominated by
major studios since the early 20th century; before that, there was
a period in which Edison’s Trust monopolized the industry. The
music and television industries recently witnessed cases of media
consolidation, with Sony Music Entertainment's parent company
merging their music division with Bertelsmann AG’s BMG to form
Sony BMG and Tribune’s The WB and CBS Corp.’s UPN merging
toform The CW. In the case of Sony BMG, there existed a “Big Five”
(now “Big Four“) of major record companies, while The CW’s crea-
tion was an attempt to consolidate ratings and stand up to the “Big
Four” of American network (terrestrial) television (this despite the
fact that the CW was, in fact, partially owned by one of the Big Four
in CBS). In television, the vast majority of broadcast and basic cable
networks, over a hundred in all, are controlled by eight corporations:
Fox Corporation, The Walt Disney Company (which includes the
ABC, ESPN, FX and Disney brands), National Amusements (which
includes CBS Corporation and Viacom), Comcast (which owns NBCU-
niversal), AT&T (which owns WarnerMedia), Discovery, Inc., E. W.
Scripps Company, Cablevision (now known as Altice USA), or some
combination thereof.[92]

When you have an almost totally monopoly on news, information
and entertainment, it is not too difficult to manipulate a society. At
this point, most of the population is made up of extremely pliable
“NPCs” that are more than happy to go along with whatever “societal
norms” are set by the elite. The term “sheeple” has been used to
describe those that allow the elite to do their thinking for them, and
we need to do what we can to help those individuals wake up and to
get them to start thinking for themselves.

Let me give you an example of the immense power of the media.
One recent survey found that those who watch Fox News tend to
think thatthe U.S. economy is in great shape, while those who watch
MSNBC tend to be quite pessimistic about the economy...

American voters face the same set of economic facts, from low
unemployment to the risks from a trade war, but the survey’s index
of overall sentiment — at 108 just above the 100 line that separates
positive from negative impressions of the economic outlook —masked
the huge divide between those who approve of Trump, whose views
measured afar rosier 136, and those who disapprove of the president,
with a reading of 88.

The results, weighted by factors like age, race and sex, to be
nationally representative, were similarly skewed based on media
consumption. Viewers of conservative-leaning Fox News registered
139 for current sentiment about the economy; viewers of MSNBC,
an outlet often critical of Trump, registered 89. Readers of the New
York Times sat in the middle at 107, near those who get their news
from Facebook (110) and Twitter (112).

But the truth is somewhere in between. We haven't officially
had arecession in recent years, but the U.S. economy has definitely
not been “booming” either. In fact, we haven’t had a full year of 3
percent GDP growth since the middle of the Bush administration.
That is the longest stretch of slow growth in American history by
a very wide margin, and now it appears that the next recession is
rapidly approaching.

And without a doubt, tens of millions of American families are
deeply struggling right now. As | noted yesterday, 50 percent of
all American workers make less than 33,000 dollars a year, and a
survey that was just released found that 70 percent of Americans
“have cried about money”...

Passalong the tissues, because Americans aren’t afraid of letting
the tears roll when it comes to finances.

Sevenin 10 Americans said they have cried about money in their
lifetimes, according to arecent online survey of 1,004 Americans by
Compare Cards.com. Many cited worries over their job or making
ends meet.

And household debt, which peaked at $13.86 trillion in the second
quarter, weighed the heaviest on Americans. Almosta third admitted
to crying over this looming concern, according to the survey.

One of the reasons why my articles upset so many people is because
I just don’t follow the herd.

In this day and age, it is absolutely imperative that we all learn
tothink for ourselves. Because if you don’tactively take control, the
elite will be more than happy to do your thinking for you.

Question everything. Everyone that is feeding you news, infor-
mation and entertainment has an agenda, and in most cases it is
nota positive agenda.

Weare inabattle for heartsand minds, and the elite have an over-
whelming edge because of the colossal system that they have created.

But we have the truth on our side, and in the end the truth shall
prevail.
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Migratory birds return to
Shadegan wetland

TEHRAN — Shadegan wetland in southwestern

e s province of Khuzestan has come back to life
by heavy rainfall and is now hosting flocks of migratory birds,
Mehr news agency reported on Wednesday.

Shadegan wetland covers 530,000 hectares, 400,000 hec-
tares of which has been designated as a Ramsar site (defined by
the Ramsar Convention for the conservation and sustainable
use of wetlands, recognizing
the fundamental ecological
functions of wetlands and their
economic, cultural, scientific,
and recreational value).

The wetland feeds on Marun
and Karun rivers both crossing
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahamd
. province, but after dam con-
| struction over the Karun river
the wetland went dry not re-
ceiving its water right.

After the torrential rains and
flooding started on March 19,
the wetland has been saturated.

Khuzestan province’s
department of environment
chief, Rahim Mo;adaml said as the temperature drops in
their habitat, the migratory birds come to spend the winter
in Shadegan international wetland.

This year, the number of migratory birds will increase due to
above-normal rainfall and good nutrition, he added.

The favorable weather conditions of Khuzestan province have
attracted many birds, including ducks, storks, flamingos and
other aquatic birds to winter here, he concluded.

Based on the latest data published by National Drought Warn-
ing and Monitoring Center affiliated to Iran’s Meteorological
Organization, during the last crop year (started September 23,
2018), precipitation in Khuzestan province increased to 523.3
millimeters from 204.1 millimeters in the previous water year,
demonstrating a 156.4 percent rise. The amount also raised by
63.9 percent in comparison to the long-term average of 319.3 mm.

Ancestral home of all human
beings discovered by scientists

Scientists have pinpointed a fertile river valley in northern Bot-
swana as the ancestral home of all human beings.

The earliest anatomically modern humans (Homo sapiens)
arose 200,000 years ago in a vast wetland south of the Zambezi
river which was the cradle of all mankind, a new study has revealed.

This lush region—which also covered parts of Namibia and Zim-
babwe — was home to an enormous lake which sustained our
ancestors for 70,000 years, according to the paper published
in the journal Nature.

Between 110,000 and 130,000 years ago, the climate started
to change and fertile corridors opened up out of this valley.
For the first time, the population began to disperse — paving
the way for modern humans to migrate out of Africa, and
ultimately, across the world.

Lead researcher Professor Vanessa Hayes, a geneticist at the
Garvan Institute of Medical Research in Australia, said: “It has
been clear for some time that anatomically modern humans ap-
peared in Africa roughly 200,000 years ago.

“What has been long debated is the exact location of this
emergence and subsequent dispersal of our earliest ancestors.”

Professor Hayes and her colleagues collected blood samples
from study participants in Namibia and South Africa and looked
at their mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA).

As mtDNA is passed almost exclusively from mother to child
through the egg cell and its sequence stays the same over gener-
ations, making it a useful tool for looking at maternal ancestry.

(Source: The Independent)
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British prime minister urges
action on Africa

(February 6, 2002)
The British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, is going on a five-day
trip to Africa. He has warned that the West could face new
terrorist threats unless African poverty is relieved. This report
from Nick Robinson:
The warning couldn’t be clearer, Africa could be home to the next
Afghanistan, says the British Prime Minister, producing another
failed state which becomes dependent on drugs and terrorism with
consequences felt on the streets of the West. Tony Blair’s all too
aware that as he sets off on another foreign trip, many in Britain are
waiting to mock his missionary zeal and his presidential style.
He’s seeking to remind people that self-interest, not just altruism,
justifies engagement abroad. And this trip’s being presented not
as asolo effort, butas partof a concerted international initiative
leading up to a possible Marshall Plan for Africa to be agreed
ata G-8 summitin June.
The British Prime Minister talks in terms of a deal - developed
countries offering debt relief, trade and aid, plus diplomatic and
military supportin return for African initiatives to resolve regional
conflicts, build strong political and economic institutions and to
attract private investment. This is a trip fraught with political
risk; expectations in Africaare running high after Mr. Blair
memorably described the continent as a scar on the conscience of
the world and insisted that the international community could heal it.
B wWords
to mock: to make fun of something or someone
missionary zeal: great enthusiasm for an idea that makes you
want to get other people to support it
self-interest: the attitude of always wanting to do what is best
for yourself rather than for other people
altruism: thinking of the needs and happiness of other people
rather than yourself
a solo effort: trying to do something alone without other people
concerted: done by agroup of people working together in order
to achieve a particular result
Marshall Plan: An American plan which gave economic help to
rebuild western Europe after the 1939-45 World War
fraught with: filled with
expectations in Africaare running high: if expectations are
running high, then people are expecting a lot
a scar: a permanent mark on skin or something

(Source: BBC)
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WFP to celebrate 32 years
of presence In Iran

By Faranak Bakhtiari

TEHRAN — The United Nations World Food
Program (WFP) will celebrate its thirty-two
years of presence in Iran during a ceremony
which will be held on November 8.

Over 500 participants including ambas-
sadors, UN representatives, Iranian artists
and WFP partners will attend the event.

“We provide assistance to over 30,000
refugeesin Iran, 6,500 of whom are children
who are also provided with free education,”
Negar Gerami, WFP representative in Iran,
said in a press conference held in Tehran
on Wednesday.

“During the past 30 years, we have pro-
vided the vulnerable refugees with food
packages, however, we changed to an in-
kind transfer of 9 kilograms of wheat flour
and 10 dollars in cash to be spent on food
of their own choice,” she added.

Gerami expressed appreciation toward
those who have made efforts and contribu-
tions to help end hunger.
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Assisting 86.7 million people inaround
83 countries each year, the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) is the leading humanitarian
organization delivering food assistance in
emergencies and working with communities
to improve nutrition and build resilience.

As the international community has
committed to end hunger, achieve food se-
curity and improved nutrition by 2030, one
in nine people worldwide still do not have
enough to eat.

WFP’s efforts focus on emergency assis-
tance, relief and rehabilitation, development
aid and special operations mostly in con-
flict-affected countries.

During the past three decades, WFP has
been taking an active role in Iran, providing
food assistance to the most vulnerable Afghan
and Iraqi refugees who had to flee from their
homeland due to conflicts and insecurity.

WEFP has also organized lifesaving missions
during emergency operations in the past to
the survivors who were in need of food after
earthquakes in Bam and Qazvin.

Asiatic cheetahs in Pardisan Park to undergo semi-captive breeding

TEHRAN — Two Asiatic cheetahs, kept

e sk incaptivityat Tehran’s Pardisan Park, will
be transferred to protected areas of central Yazd province
for semi-captive breeding, Kiumars Kalantari, deputy chief
of the Department of Environment (DOE), has said.

“Breeding of endangered species is one the main goals of
the department, however, after the artificial insemination
failure on female Asiatic cheetah, we will practice semi-cap-
tive breeding,” he stated.

“We decided to send Asiatic cheetahs to Yazd province as
apilot project, in case of success, other provinces also will
undergo researches to determine the climate characteristic
for cheetah reproduction,” he explained.

He went on to say that the project of transferring the
endangered species from Pardisan Park to Yazd protected
areas is in the preliminary phase, YJC reported on Sunday.

MPersian cheetah population seems to be in trouble

Female Asiatic cheetah, Delbar, and the male one, Kushki
are living in the capital for past few years.

In 2015, the female Asiatic cheetah once became pregnant
naturally but sadly lost her cub.

Last year (March 2018-March 2019), Delbar was physically
prepared for mating with Kushki (the male Asiatic cheetah
in captivity), however, possibly due to Kushki’s old age, the

year (starting on March 21), which turned out unsuccessful.

Natural mating has been already tried for Asiatic cheetahs
kept in captivity, which sadly failed. Now, artificial insemi-
nation is considered to be the major option for fertilize the
female Asiatic cheetah, nonetheless, the chance of pregnancy
and survival of the cubs is extremely low.

This is while, Alireza Jourabchian, Conservation of
the Asiatic Cheetah Project founder, told Tasnim that
unfortunately, mismanagement severely affected con-
servation projects.

Asiatic cheetah born in captivity will never learn the
skills to survive in nature and will not be able to repro-
duce in nature, thus a captive breeding plan cannot be
considered as a measure to prevent the extinction of the
cheetahs, he lamented.

The world’s fastest mammal, capable of reaching
speeds of 120 kilometers per hour, once stalked habitats
from the eastern reaches of India to the Atlantic coast of
Senegal, once their numbers have stabilized in parts of
southern Africa, but they have practically disappeared
from northern Africaand Asia.

The subspecies “Acinonyx jubatus venaticus”, common-
ly known as the Asiatic cheetah, is critically endangered,
according to the International Union for Conservation of
Nature, with fewer than 50 believed to remain in Iran.

Roads fragmenting cheetahs’ habitats are the main threats
for the species, while guard dogs and stray dogs, drought
spells, decreasing population of the prey species to support
the cheetahs, and habitat loss are also other factors endan-
gering the sparse population of the cheetahs in the country.

Majid Kharrazian-Mogaddam, director of aquatic wildlife
and biodiversity office at the Department of Environment,
said in August 2018 that over the past 16 years, some 42
Asiatic cheetahs have been killed in the country.

two didn’t breed.

Delbar underwent artificial insemination earlier this

In spite of ongoing conservation efforts, the species’ pop-
ulation has been shrinking during the past years.

Healthy diet means a healthy planet, study shows

Eating healthy food is almost always also
best for the environment, according to the
most sophisticated analysis to date.

The researchers said poor diets threaten society
by seriously harming people and the planet, but
the latest research can inform better choices.

The analysis assessed the health and en-
vironmental impacts of 15 foods common in
western diets and found fruit, vegetables,
beans and wholegrains were best for both
avoiding disease and protecting the climate
and water resources. Conversely, eating more
red and processed meat causes the most ill
health and pollution.

There were a small number of foods
that bucked the trend. Fish is generally a
healthy choice but has a bigger environmental
footprint on average than plant-based diets.
High-sugar foods, such as biscuits and fizzy
drinks, have a low impact on the planet but
are bad for health.

The effect of bad diets on health in rich
nations is well known, as is the need to slash
western meat consumption in order to tackle
the climate breakdown and other environ-
mental crises. But this is the first study to
consider both together in detail.

Michael Clark at the University of Oxford,
who led the research, said: “Continuing to eat
the way we do threatens societies, through
chronicill health and degradation of Earth’s
climate, ecosystems and water resources.

“Choosing better, more sustainable diets
is one of the main ways people can improve
their health and help protect the environment.”

Some farming groups argue only intensively
produced meat is seriously damaging to the
environment. But Clark said replacing any meat
with plant-based food makes the biggest dif-
ference. “How and where a food is produced
affects its environmental impact, but toamuch
smaller extent than food choice,” he said.

Marco Springmann, also at Oxford and
part of the study team, said: “We now know
pretty well that predominantly plant-based
diets are much healthier and more sustainable
than meat-heavy diets. But sometimes there
is still confusion among people about what
foods to choose.”

The scientists hope more detailed infor-
mation will help consumers, policymakers
and food companies make better choices. The
researchers are currently working on new
types of food labels to see if information on

health and environmental impacts changes
people’s selection of food.

The research, published in the jour-
nal Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, assessed plant-based foods including
fruits, vegetables, legumes, nuts, potatoes,
refined grains and wholegrain cereals, and
sugar-sweetened beverages, and animal-based
foods such as raw and processed red meat,
chicken, dairy products, eggs and fish.

Using data from other studies on the diets
and health outcomes of tens of millions of
people, mostly in developed western nations,
they calculated the health impact of eating one
extra portion of each food on heart disease,
stroke, type 2 diabetes and colorectal cancer.

The environmental harm for each food,
from greenhouse gases to water use to pol-
lution, was calculated relative to a portion
of vegetables. Producing unprocessed red
meat had the highest impact for all envi-
ronmental indicators and was many times
worse than pulses.

The researchers said foods with medium
environmental impacts or not significantly
associated with ill health, such as refined grain
cereals, dairy, eggs and chicken, could help

ENGLISH IN USE

Flood responsible for 61% of natural

disasters

Flood is the leading natural disaster being responsible for 61 percent of
the total natural disasters happened in the country, according to studies
conducted over the past four decades in Iran.

Natural disasters in the country affect about 40 million people account-
ing for half of the country’s population, Mohammad Esmaeil Motlaq,
director general for risk management at the Ministry of Health has said.
After flood, 28 percent of the hazards in the country are related to earth-
quakes, 3 percent to storm, and landslides and forest wildfires constitute
3 percent of the disaster, he added, IRNA reported on Wednesday.

PREFIX/SUFFIX

“-1c, -1cs”

M Meaning: of or pertaining to

M For example: Some fruit juices taste a bit acidic.

M Meaning: to sell one part of a business
M For example: It is part of a growing trend for tel-
evision contractors to hive off their advertising sales.

PHRASAL VERB

Hive something off

improve health and reduce environmental
harm if they replaced foods such as red meat.

Prof Tim Benton at the Chatham House
thinktank, who was not part of the team, said:
“The [new research] is the most sophisticat-
ed analysis to date that brings health and
environment together.

“If we can produce reasonable guidelines
of what a healthy and sustainable diet is,
and were those guidelines to be adopted,
the world and its people would be inamuch
better place.”

According to Benton, strictly controlling
people’s diets over many years for scientific
research is impractical and it is therefore
difficult to study the direct effects on health
of eating specific foods, as the continuing
debate over red meat shows. But he said the
weight of evidence from epidemiological
studies was now significant.

“The global ill-health costs from diabetes
alone are the same order of magnitude as the
total value of farming to the global economy,”
he said. “Our existing agricultural economy
isdestroying our ability to deal with climate
change and also destroying our public health.”

(Source: The Guardian)
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Bury your head in the sand

M Explanation: to refuse to face the unpleasant reality
by pretending that the situation doesn’t exist
M For example: It's no good burying your head in the

sand. We've got a problem on our hands.
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Iraq’s Hadi al-Amiri responds

to Muqtada al

ESH al-Sadr told the embattled
premier in a Twitter post, according
to Al Jazeera.

Al-Sadr had earlier called on Ab-
dul-Mahdi to come to parliament and
announce “early elections under the
supervision of the United Nations,” a
call which the premier refused, citing con-
stitutional and operational challenges.

“To answer brother Abdul-Mahdi,
I thought asking you to call an early
election would preserve your dignity
but as you have refused, I invite brother
Amiri to work with me on withdraw-
ing confidence from you immediately,”
Sadr said.

Accepting Sadr’s invitation, Amiri
said, “We will work together to achieve
the interests of the Iraqi people and save
the country as required by the public
interest.”

M Crowds descend on Baghdad
square defying curfew

Meanwhile, the Iraqi capital Baghdad
has become the scene of the largest rally
since a second wave of anti-government
demonstrations began in several cities
last week.

Tens of thousands of Iraqi protesters

———

gathered on Baghdad’s central Tahrir
Square on Tuesday for a fifth successive
day of protests driven by public discon-
tent with economic hardship.

Blaring horns and lighting fireworks,
the demonstrators, many draped in Iraqi
flags, took to the streets brimmed with
cars, taxis, motorcycles and tuk-tuks.

The protesters were defying army
orders to clear the streets between
midnight and 6:00 a.m. local time.

Security forces stationed on Jum-
huriya bridge, which links Tahrir Square
to the Green Zone, lobbed tear gas at
the protesters.

At the start of October, street protests

-Sadr

erupted in several Iraqi cities over un-
employment and a lack of basic services.

An official investigation found that a
total of 157 people, including civilians
and security forces, had been killed in
the first round of the rallies in the capital
and other cities.

The rallies resumed on Friday after a
pause of about two weeks. The gatherings
have turned violent at some points over
the past days, with conflicting unofficial
reports of fatalities.

In a bid to placate the protesters, the
parliament on Monday passed measures,
including reduced salaries for officials,
the formation of a committee to draft
constitutional amendments, and the
dissolution of all provincial and local
councils outside the semi-autonomous
Kurdistan Region.

However, the measures have appar-
ently failed to satisfy the protesters, with
trade unions representing teachers,
lawyers and dentists declaring strikes.

A similar protest was also held
in the holy city of Najaf on Tuesday,
which was joined by prominent Shia
cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, the leader of
Iraqi parliament’s largest bloc.

Chile protests sharpen as calls for
constitutional change grow

TEHRAN — Protesters in Chile rejected
President Sebastian Pinera’s political con-
cessions as major demonstrations contin-
ued across the country demanding greater
equality and constitutional changes.

Central Santiago was covered in smoke
on Tuesday evening as a fire raged by the
hill in Santa Lucia during unrest against
social inequality and police violence.

According to Al Jazeera, thousands more
gathered in the streets in cities across the
country, from Puerto Montt in the south
to Antofagasta in the north.

In the coastal town of Valparaiso, dem-
onstrators gathered to the sound of banging
pots after another volatile night during
which police fired tear gas.

Protests erupted again on Tuesday
despite Pinera’s decision to reshuffle his
cabinet on Monday, as part of his moves
to quell a weeklong uprising against his
administration.

Pinerareplaced one-third of his cabinet,
including Andres Chadwick, the right-wing
interior minister who was heavily criticized
for calling protesters “criminals” last week.

Chadwick, who is Pinera’s cousin, was

openly supportive of Augusto Pinochet’s
regime during Chile’s dictatorship that
ended in 1990.

“Chile has changed and the government,
too, has to change to confront these new
challenges in these new times,” Pinera said
as he announced the replacement of his
cabinet, which also includes the finance
and labor ministers.

“These measures won't solve all our
problems but they are an important first
step. They reflect the firm will of our gov-
ernment and the strong commitment of
each of us in favor of a socially more just
and equitable Chile.”

But the cabinet changes fell flat as new
protests erupted after the announcement.

What started as a demonstration against
afour percent increase in Santiago’s metro
rail fare earlier this month has evolved into
awider dissent against decades of growing
inequality.

Many protesters say they are angry
with the “neoliberalism” that has led to
poor public services, including the almost
complete privatization of pensions, health
and education.

WhatsApp sues Israeli firm for
allegedly helping to hack phones

TEHRAN — WhatsApp has sued Israe-
li surveillance firm NSO Group, accusing
it of helping government spies break into
the phones of roughly 1,400 users across
four continents in a hacking spree targeting
diplomats and senior government officials
among others.

In a lawsuit filed in federal court in
San Francisco on Tuesday, messaging ser-
vice WhatsApp, owned by Facebook Inc,
accused NSO of facilitating government
hacking sprees in 20 countries - including
Mexico, the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain.

In a statement, WhatsApp said 100 civil
society members had been targeted, calling
it “an unmistakable pattern of abuse”. NSO
has denied the allegations.

“In the strongest possible terms,
we dispute today’s allegations and will
vigorously fight them,” NSO said in a
statement.

“The sole purpose of NSO is to provide
technology to licensed government intelli-
gence and law enforcement agencies to help
them fight terrorism and serious crime.”

WhatsApp said the attack exploited

its video calling system in order to send
malware to the mobile devices of a number
of users. The malware would allow NSO’s
clients - said to be governments and in-
telligence organizations - to secretly spy
on a phone’s owner, opening their digital
lives up to official scrutiny.

WhatsApp is used by some 1.5 billion
people monthly and has often touted a
high level of security, including end-to-
end encrypted messages that cannot be
deciphered by WhatsApp or other third
parties.

NSO’s spyware has repeatedly been
found deployed to hack journalists, lawyers,
human rights activists, political dissidents
and rivals.

According to a New York Times re-
port last year, the UAE had asked NSO
to hack into the phones of the Qatari emir
and a Saudi prince among other political
and regional rivals.

The spyware was also implicated in
the gruesome killing of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, who was dismembered in the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul last year, Al
Jazeera reported.

TEHRAN — Turkey rejected the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives’ official recognition of the “Armenian
genocide” a century ago, warning it risks harming
ties “at an extremely fragile time” for international
and regional security.

In a landmark move on Tuesday, the House ap-
proved a resolution calling the early 20th-century
killing of Armenians by Ottoman Turks “genocide”.
The chamber voted 405 to 11 in support of the meas-
ure, Al Jazeera reported.

“The resolution which has apparently been drafted
and issued for domestic consumption is devoid of any
historical or legal basis,” Turkey’s foreign ministry
said in a statement after the vote.

“The resolution itself is also not legally binding,”
the statement said.

“As a meaningless political step, its sole addressees
are the Armenian lobby and anti Turkey groups ... The
debate on the events that occurred in 1915 belongs
to the realm of history, not politics.”

On Wednesday morning, Turkey summoned the
U.S. ambassador to the country over the resolution.

M Great atrocities’

U.S. politicians delivered a two-punch rebuke to
Turkey on its national day, with the genocide measure
passing alongside a bill that imposes sanctions over
Ankara’s assault on Kurdish-controlled territory in
northeastern Syria, which was made possible by the
withdrawal of American troops.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she was honored
to join her colleagues “in solemn remembrance of

one of the great atrocities of the 20th century: the
systematic murder of more than 1.5 million Armenian
men, women and children by the Ottoman Empire”.

Previous efforts to pass similar legislation failed
because of Turkish diplomatic opposition.

Although Turkey accepts that many Armenians
died in ethnic fighting and deportations between
1915-17 during World War I, it has rejected the label
of genocide.

Turkey says both Armenians and Turks died as a
result of World War I, but contests the figures, putting
the death toll in the hundreds of thousands.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu con-
demned Tuesday’s vote, saying it was “null and void”.

“Those whose projects were frustrated turn to anti-
quated resolutions. Circles believing that they will take
revenge this way are mistaken. This shameful decision
of those exploiting history in politics is null&void for
our Government and people,” Cavusoglu tweeted.

In 2017, newly inaugurated U.S .President Donald
Trump criticized the killings as “one of the worst
mass atrocities of the 20th century”, but in keeping
with long-standing U.S. practice, he stopped short
of using the word genocide.

Before being elected in 2008, Trump’s predecessor
Barack Obama had pledged to recognize the “gen-
ocide”, but ultimately did not do so during his two
terms in office.

Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan hailed
the House move, tweeting it was a “bold step towards
serving truth and historical #justice that also offers

comfort to millions of descendants of the Armenian
Genocide survivors”.

The House also passed a bipartisan measure that
imposes sanctions on senior Turkish officials involved in
the decision to launch the country’s military campaign
in Syria, and a Turkish bank with ties to President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

It also requires the Trump administration to penalize
Turkey’s procurement of a Russian-made missile-de-
fense system known as the S-400.

A similar sanctions bill was introduced in the U.S.
Senate, but no vote has been taken.

U.S. House Democrats unveil Trump impeachment resolution

TEHRAN — Democrats in the U.S.
House of Representatives have unveiled
ameasure that formally lays out the next
steps in their impeachment inquiry of
President Donald Trump.

The House of Representatives Rules
Committee released the text of the res-
olution Tuesday. The proposal could
be voted upon by the full House, which
is controlled by Democrats, as soon as
this week.

According to Press TV, the proposal
was previewed on Monday by House of
Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

The resolution comes as pressure
grows on Democrats to make Trump’s
impeachment inquiry more open, in-

cluding holding public hearings with key
witnesses in the Ukraine affair that has
overwhelmed the White House.

Under the proposal, the House In-
telligence Committee is authorized to
have public hearings on its impeach-
ment probe.

The committee and other panels
investigating Trump would forward
their findings to the House Judiciary
Committee, which could also conduct
hearings before making decisions about
filing any articles of impeachment.

To date, all witness testimony in the
month-long inquiry has been taken be-
hind closed doors, leading Republicans
to condemn the process as secretive and

she said.

Trump himself said in a tweet that
“today’s backtracking is an admission
that this process has been botched from
the start.”

Democrats launched an impeachment
inquiry in September after a whistle-
blower alleged the Republican presi-
dent pressured Ukraine to investigate
his main Democratic rival, former U.S.
vice president Joe Biden.

That request by Trump, and accu-
sations he conditioned nearly $400
million in military aid to Ukraine on
the political favor, form the basis of the
impeachment inquiry that now threatens
his presidency.

illegitimate.

If the president “refuses to coop-
erate” unlawfully with congressional
requests, Democrats say that the meas-
ure authorizes the House to “impose
appropriate remedies, including by
denying specific requests by the Pres-
ident or his counsel.”

White House press secretary Steph-
anie Grisham said in a statement that the
resolution proves that the impeachment
process has been an “illegitimate sham”
in the five weeks since it started.

“This resolution does nothing to
change the fundamental fact that House
Democrats refuse to provide basic due
process rights to the Administration,”
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Lebanese army urges
anti-govt. protesters to open
blocked roads

S According to the constitution, Hariri’s cabinet would
stay on in a caretaker capacity until a new government is formed.
Ml Berri ‘tried to persuade Hariri not to resign’

Inremarks published Wednesday by local daily Al Joumhouria,
Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri said he had tried to dissuade
Hariri from quitting.

“We tried everything to contain the situation ... and I personally
worked to persuade Hariri not to resign, but we hit [a dead end]
due to his insistence” to resign, he said.

Berri also called for stopping “everything that might ignite
tensions and push [people in the] streets to face off against each
other.”

“The situation is delicate and sensitive, and what happened
should be addressed wisely. ... Wisdom and communication
among the Lebanese components is what is required to solve
issues,” he added.

Syria government raps
‘occupation’, opposition
urges justice as peace
panel opens

TEHRAN — Syria’s government condemned what it called the
occupation of its land while the opposition demanded justice and
peace on Wednesday at the opening of a U.N.-backed panel meant
to usher in reconciliation after 8-1/2 years of foreign backed war.

According to Reuters, the first meeting of Syria’s Constitutional
Committee, composed of government and opposition members as
well as civil society, is a step forward in what the United Nations
says will be a long road to political rapprochement.

The 150-member committee is designed to pave the way for
political reform and free and fair, U.N.-supervised elections in
Syria, where the war has killed hundreds of thousands of people
and forced millions to flee since March 2011.

The government, Syrian opposition and civil society groups
each have 50 members serving on the panel. Each delegation
includes Kurds, but there is no representation from the SDF
militia or its main Kurdish YPG component.

A sub-group of 45 is charged with drafting a new constitution
or revising the 2012 one.

“This is an historic moment,” Pedersen said, while recognizing
that it was not easy for the delegations to sit in the same room
and the “road ahead will not be easy”.

“But the fact that you are here sitting together face-to-face
ready to start a dialogue and negotiations is I believe a powerful
sign of hope for Syrians everywhere, both inside and outside
the country.”

UK heads for December
election amid Brexit impasse

TEHRAN — British voters are set to decide the fate of Brexit af-
ter parliament backed a general election on December 12 that is
likely to be the most momentous for a generation.

An election bill passed by 438 to 20 MPs succeeded in doing
what the complex issues surrounding the United Kingdom’s
withdrawal from the European Union have singularly failed to
do during more than two divisive years of wrangling - unite all
the main parties, Al Jazeera reported.

The leaders of the country’s two largest parties - Conservative
Prime Minister Boris Johnson and Labor opposition leader Jer-
emy Corbyn - welcomed the move, but the stakes for both could
not be higher.

“This is a high-risk strategy for Boris Johnson in keeping
with the whole of his premiership, which has been high-stakes
poker - and hasn’t worked out particularly well for him so far,”
said Mark Shanahan, head of the department of politics and
international relations at the University of Reading.

The fate of Brexit could now be in the balance as the UK’s
political parties gear up for a rare winter campaign - an election
has not been held in December since 1923 - to decide the country’s
direction for generations to come.

Rights groups slam Bahrain
for torturing 9 female
activists in detention

E3B “Bahrain has created a system which whitewashes
and conceals human rights abuses,” Quitter said.

The Al Khalifah re- -
gime has been mounting
a heavy-handed security
crackdown since a popular
uprising began in the coun-
try in mid-February 2011.

The protest campaign
is demanding that a just
system representing all
Bahrainis replace the Al &
Khalifah ruling dynasty.

Enjoying extensive
assistance from the Saudi
kingdom and the backing
of London and Washing-
ton, however, the Manama =
regime has sought to crush
any perceived threat to its
authoritarian rule.

The report, which was presented on Capitol Hill on Tuesday,
also revealed that UK-funded and trained “oversight bodies” have
“consistently whitewashed” Bahrain’s human rights abuses. London
actively ignores that “taxpayer money” is being used to support
such initiatives, it added.

The report also said that the U.S. government provides “funding,
training, and assistance to Bahraini government bodies implicated
in human rights abuses.”

The rights groups have called on Bahrain to release the
three remaining female prisoners and urged the U.S. and
UK to cooperate in improving human rights conditions in
the country.
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Tour of California cancelled
for 2020

The Tour of California, arace started in 2006, will disappear
from the cycling calendar in 2020, its organizers announced,
adding they hoped this was a “hiatus,” not the end of the road

“This has been a very difficult decision to make, but the
business fundamentals of the Amgen Tour of California have
changed since we launched the race 14 years ago,” said Kristin
Klein, president of the Tour of California in a statement released
by parent company AEG late Tuesday.

The stage race, which became a World Tour event in 2017,
was won last May by Slovenian Tadej Pogacar.

The race has crowned some renowned winners including,
in 2018, Colombian Egan Bernal, who went on to win the Tour
de France this year.

“We are very proud of the work we have done to increase
the relevance of professional cycling, particularly in the United
States, it has become more challenging each year to mount the
race,” Klein said

Both Klein and American Cycling Federation President Bob
Stapleton said they hoped to revive the race in 2021.

“We are actively assessing every aspect of our event to deter-
mine if there is a business model that will allow us to successfully
relaunch the race in 2021,” said Klein.

The statement quoted Stapleton as saying: “We stand ready
to help rally additional support and resources in the hopes of
resuming this event in 2021.”

(Source: AFP)

Sources: Mourinho open
to Arsenal job

Jose Mourinho would be interested in the Arsenal manager’s
job if it became available, sources have told ESPN FC.

Boss Unai Emery is coming under increasing pressure at
the Emirates following a mixed start to the season.

There are no immediate plans to dismiss the Spaniard, who
takes his team to face Liverpool in the Carabao Cup fourth
round on Wednesday, but Mourinho would be open to talking
to the club if the position became vacant.

Mourinho is based in London after being sacked by Man-
chester United almost a year ago.

The 56-year-old, who has also been linked with a return to
Real Madrid, has been working as a pundit but has made no
secret of his desire to return to management.

Sources have told ESPN FC that the chance to win trophies
with three Premier League clubs would appeal to Mourinho,
who won three titles with Chelsea, but he would need assurances
from the board that funds were available to allow a serious
challenge at silverware.

He was at the Emirates to watch Arsenal’s 3-2 win over
Portuguese side Vitoria Guimaraes in the Europa League on
Thursday, during which Nicolas Pepe, a player he recommended
to United while he was at Old Trafford, scored twice.

Emery has come under fire following a run of one win in four
Premier League games, including throwing away a two-goal
lead to draw 2-2 with Crystal Palace on Sunday.

His handling of Mesut Ozil has also been questioned after
freezing out the German midfielder.

Emery finished fifth in his first season after replacing Arsene
Wenger, missing out on a place in the Champions League fol-
lowing defeat to Chelsea in the Europa League final.

They are fifth after 10 games of this campaign, four points
adrift of the top four.

(Source: ESPN)

Clasico issues a ‘state
problem’ - La Liga chief

La Liga president Javier Tebas has said the Clasico between
Barcelona and Real Madrid is a “state problem.”

The date for the clash between the country’s two biggest clubs
was moved by the Royal Spanish Football Federation to Dec. 18
due to political and social unrest in Catalonia.

The two clubs wanted the game to go ahead as scheduled
at the Camp Nou on Oct. 27 but La Liga requested the Spanish
FA move the game, citing “exceptional circumstances beyond
our control.”

“The Clasico issue is a state problem,” Tebas told reporters
during a Movistar + event. “I don't see it as only a Barcelona
problem.”

La Liga had initially suggested reversing the fixture and
playing it at the Bernabeu instead of Camp Nou.

“We wanted to reverse the fixture of the games in order to
delay [the game in Barcelona] as much as possible,” Tebas said.
“Dec. 18 has not been chosen with La Liga being in agreement.”

Spain will have general elections on Nov. 10, and Tebas
added: “Until Dec. 18 many things are going to happen in
Spain and | hope they are all positive for the game, and the
safety in Barcelona.”

Tebas defended La Liga’s decision to request the game be
moved after Barcelona were unhappy the league did not consult
them before turning to the Spanish FA. Barca CEO Oscar Grau
said playing the Clasico on Dec. 18 is potentially worse than
the original date of Oct. 27.

“That is a personal opinion,” Tebas said. “What we knew from
the police and from our information was the it was dangerous
to play on the [Oct.] 26. I don’t know what data Barcelona have
to say that this date [Dec. 18] could be more dangerous.”

(Source: Soccernet)

Valverde: Lionel Messi
always makes the difference
for Barcelona

Barcelona boss Ernesto Valverde joined the queue to praise
skipper Lionel Messi following their 5-1 win at home to Real
Valladolid.

Messi scored two and set up two, as La Blaugrana returned
to the top of the La Liga table, and his manager joined team
mates Arturo Vidal and Sergio Busquets to hailing the Argentina
international.

“Ido not know what I can say about Messi.

“We always know that he will be there when we need him.

“He always makes the important difference at the right time.

“His talent is incomparable to anyone else in football.”

Valverde also confirmed that he is pleased with the progress of
Ansu Fati, and he will continue as a first team player this season,
with Carles Perez and Carles Alena also staying in the squad.

(Source: Marca)
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Defiant governor says Olympic
marathon shuld stay m Tokyo

Tokyo’s governor insisted Wednesday she still
wants to see the Olympic marathon held in the
capital next year, despite plans to move the
event to northern Japan over heat concerns.

The location of the marathon and race-
walking events in next year’s 2020 Summer
Games has become a major sticking point be-
tween Tokyo officials and the International
Olympics Committee (10C).

The body said earlier this month it would
propose shifting the events to Sapporo in
northern Japan after disastrous scenes at the
Dohaworld championships where dozens of
athletes needed medical attention in hotand
humid conditions.

Last week, the chair of the IOC’s coordi-
nation commission John Coates, made clear
the decision to move the events was final, but
Tokyo officials have not backed down.

“Let me clearly speak as the leader of the
host city and the representative of the people
of Tokyo, it is my wish for marathon and race
walk to be held in Tokyo,” Governor Yuriko
Koike said at the start of a three-day meeting

E
i
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for those changes.”

“We absolutely recognize and we are so very
thankful to the people of Tokyo,” he added.

Speaking to reporters afterwards Koike
said “mutual trust” was indispensable for a
successful Games, and said there were “no
plans to spend Tokyo taxpayer money for
another venue”.

Part of the anger over the decision appears
tostem from the I0C’s abrupt announcement,
which came without prior consultation with
either Tokyo or Sapporo officials.

The marathon is generally considered one
of the key events of the Olympics, with its route
carefully designed to show off landmarks in
the host city.
¥ = | It is also one of the few opportunities for
ordinary citizens to see an Olympic event for
free, and isseenas animportantway to drive
engagement with the Games.

The proposed move has thrown up various
questions, including who will bear the additional
costs of the decision.

Koike’s party Tomin First, the biggest force

between I0C officials, Tokyo government and
2020 organizers.

Koike noted IOC chief Thomas Bach after
an 10C executive meeting on October 3 said
he had never seen a host city so well prepared.

The plan to move the events came two
weeks later and was a “tremendous shock”
to Tokyo, she said.

“This proposal was madewnh no explanation
at all to the Tokyo government or the Tokyo
metropolitan assembly until the last moment.”

She said angry local residents had called the
local government asking about the decision.

M Public anger

There have been reports suggesting Tokyo
wants to see the events start at 5am, or even

earlier, as a way to keep them in the city.

But Coates again on Wednesday described
the move as a done deal.

“This was a decision that was taken quickly.
It was a decision that was taken as consequences
of what we saw in Doha,” he said.

Coates said he was in Tokyo “to explain to
her (Koike) the reasons, the detailed reasons

in the Tokyo Assembly, estimates the venue
move will cost an extra 34 billion yen ($315
million), including expenses to build temporary
facilitiesand lay mass-media transmission lines.
Local media has said Tokyo organizers
plan to demand the 10C shoulder those ex-

traexpenses.
(Source: Eurosport)

Ex-Team Sky & British Cycling doctor
to admit ‘I told a lot of lies’

Former British Cycling and Team Sky doctor
Richard Freeman will admit to a medical
tribunal he “told a lot of lies” and that he
ordered the banned substance testosterone.

Dr Freeman is charged with ordering
testosterone in May 2011 to give to an un-
named rider to boost performance.

He will claim the 30 Testogel sachets were
not for an athlete but were ordered on behalf
of ex-British Cycling and Team Sky coach
Shane Sutton.

Sutton has denied this claim.

Dr Freeman attended the preliminary
discussions for the rescheduled tribunal
thatwill start on 5 November in Manchester.

The original tribunal was postponed from
February when Dr Freeman did not appear,
citing ill health.

Representing Dr Freeman, Mary O’Rourke
QCtold the hearing her clienthad previously
“told alot of liesand he couldn’t bring himself
to tell the truth, even to his lawyers”.

She said that Dr Freeman only submitted
arevised statement as to why he ordered the
testosterone last month.

Following a General Medical Council
investigation, Freeman was charged with

ordering testosterone to the National Cy-
cling Centre in Manchester in May 2011
from Fit4Sport Limited in order to boost
the performance of an athlete.

He is facing 22 allegations in total, in-
cluding administering testosterone, making
false statements and asking the supplier to
falsely claim the order had beensentinerror.

Only three of the 22 claims are being
contested.

Dr Freeman, who resigned from Brit-
ish Cycling in 2017 because of ill health,
is expected to admit he made false state-
ments in originally denying he made the
order but will maintain the testosterone
was for a member of staff who needed it
for medical reasons.

The use of testosterone by athletes is
banned at all times under World Anti-Doping
Agency rules.

In witness statements, Australian Sut-
ton denied the testosterone was for him and
denied knowledge of the delivery.

Miss O'Rourke said the only GMC witness
she needs to cross-examine is former British
Cycling technical director Sutton.

(Source: BBC)

Cameroon footballing legend Eto’o
rules out career in politics

Samuel Eto’o is up there with George
Weah as an African great on the football
field, but he says he has no plans to
follow the Liberian into politics “for
the moment”.

“Everyone wants me to go into politics,
but there won’t be 10 million Weahs,”
Eto’o said in an exclusive interview
with AFP.

Weah, the only African player to win
the Ballon d’Or, became president of
Liberia in January 2018.

“Everyone is born with their own star.
Everyone at some point gets involved in
politics at their own level, but, for the
moment, it doesn’t interest me.”

The 38-year-old Cameroon legend
recently brought the curtain down on
aglittering playing career during which
he won the UEFA Champions League
twice with Barcelona and once more
with Inter Milan.

Anidol in his homeland, Eto’o gave
his backing to Paul Biya -- who has ruled
the country for 37 years -- before his
re-election in 2018.

Biyais 86 and is dealing with a major

crisisin Cameroon as a two-year secession
drive by anglophone separatists has
claimed thousands of lives.

Main opposition leader Maurice
Kamto walked free from jail earlier this
month after amilitary court ordered his
release at Biya’s behest.

Of his supposed political ambitions,
Eto’o added: “A lot of people might be
saying thatit’san idea | have, but | say
to them it doesn’t exist in my mind at
the moment.

“Butevery citizen has the right. If you
want to stand, nobody is going to stop
you. Butin our country itis as though it
is something reserved for certain people.
Personally it is not an objective.”

The two-time Africa Cup of Nations
winner says he wants to move into
coaching, although he has also taken a
role with the Confederation of African
Football.

“My role is to lobby the different
federations to convince them to adhere
to the work being done by president
(Ahmad) Ahmad,” he said.

(Source: AFP)

Footballers’ ‘wives’: the interpreters who are a lifeline in China

Rafa Benitez says his Chinese-language interpreter is always
by his side and former Barcelona defender Sergi Barjuan joked
that his translator was like his wife, because they were together
so much.

At training, matches and press conferences in China, the
interpreters are always close by -- but they get scant attention
and are paid far less than the coaches or players they help.

But Benitez and other foreigners in Chinese football would
not be able to do their jobs without their interpreters, who also
play acrucial role in everyday life.

Benitez, a Champions League winner as Liverpool manager,
said soon after arriving at Dalian Yifang in July that commu-
nication was his biggest challenge.

“You always have an interpreter at your side shadowing
you,” the 59-year-old Spaniard, who speaks good English,
wrote on his blog.

“Mine, Justin, is copying my gestures at training and at
the matches and each day we are more in sync,” he added,
highlighting just how critical the dynamic is.

M Filtering out ‘sharp words’

Interpreters are not unique to China: former Chelsea, Real
Madrid and Inter Milan coach Jose Mourinho famously started
out as a translator, and worked for England’s Bobby Robson
when he managed Barcelona.

But the difficulty many people have learning Chinese and
the lack of English in the country as a whole has spawned an
industry of football interpreters, almost always young and male.

One of them is Hong Wenijie, right-hand man to coach
Dragan Stojkovic at Guangzhou R&F, who like Benitez’s Dalian
are in the top-tier Chinese Super League.

The 29-year-old Chinese, who can speak English and Span-
ish, describes his job as “a bridge”.

He has been Stojkovic’s interpreter since the Serbian,
who speaks English, French and Italian, arrived at the club
in August 2015.

“The challenges were more at the beginning. | needed to
know about the coach’s personality, habits and his football
philosophy,” said Hong, who once did a stint as a tour guide.

Language skill is one thing, Hong said, but you also need
to know football jargon and have an intricate understanding
of the game.

Being a “bridge” is not always a comfortable place to be,
especially when feelings are running high in the changing room
at half-time or after a defeat.

Hong said he sometimes uses his own discretion to water
down some of Stojkovic’s more scathing remarks.

“Everyone understands that only when you really love the
team, you will have such a strong emotion,” he said.

“In that case, | won't translate the sharp words otherwise
it will fuel the fire.

“However, | will convey the coach’s attitude to the team
in another way.”

It can also mean saving coaches from themselves, especially
in China, where football authorities hand out harsh punish-
ments for criticism of referees.

Interpreters sometimes purposely omit comments by coaches
in press conferences to head off trouble with the Chinese Foot-
ball Association.

B Memories of tragic Tiote

Sergi Barjuan’s family remained in Spain while he coached
Zhejiang Greentown -- one reason why he called hisinterpreter
his “wife”. He left the post in July after 20 months.

Interpreters also play an important part in the daily lives
of foreign players and coaches, for whom China can be a cul-
ture shock.

They help new arrivals find a place to live, open bank accounts
and help set up mobile payment systems on their smart phones.

Even after they get settled into life in China, foreign coaches
or players lean heavily on interpreters, even taking them su-
permarket shopping.

They can become close friends and confidants.

That was the case for Zhao Chen, who worked at Beijing
Enterprises FC and helped Cheick Tiote, the midfielder who
died in 2017 after collapsing in training with the club.

The Ivory Coast international’s death aged 30 shocked the
football world.

The 28-year-old Zhao, now an interpreter at Shijiazhuang
Ever Bright in China’s second tier, has fond memories of get-
ting Tiote settled in, including finding him a place to worship.

(Source: AFP)
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lran announce sguad for
Intercontinental Beach Soccer Cup

TEHRAN — Iran coach
e s k Abbas Hashempour has

1nv1ted 12 players to the team for the In-

tercontinental Beach Soccer Cup.

Team Melli have been drawn in a tough
group at the gth edition of the competition.

The prestigious competition will be
held at the Kite Beach in Dubai, the UAE
from Nov. 5t0 9.

Defending champions are pitted
against three-time winners Russia, Mexico
and Egypt for the two semi-final spots
from Group B.

Hosts the UAE will meet European
powerhouses Italy and Spain and Asian
champions Japan in Group A.

The Intercontinental Cup is second
only to the FIFA Beach Soccer World
Cup as the largest and most prestigious
event on the international beach soccer
circuit, featuring an exclusive assembly
of the world>s very best national teams
from each continent.

Since the World Cup is a biannual
competition, this event is now the most
important annual international beach
soccer tournament.

The 2019 tournament will not see any
debutants hit the sand in the United Arab
Emirates, but it will only be a second ap-
pearance for Italy and Spain, while Russia
maintain their record of being the only side,
other than their Emirati hosts, to take part
in every single edition.

Russia share the record for the most
Intercontinental Cups won with Brazil (3),
and the 2019 edition could be the perfect
opportunity for Mikhail Likhachev’'s men

to lift trophy number four.

However, defending champions Iran
will also be keen to make the most of the
absence of Gilberto’s Brazilians, as they
could draw level with Brazil and Russia

Iran squad:

should they retain the Intercontinental Cup
and clinch a third title this year.

Peyman Hosseini, Hamid Behzadpour,
Mohammad Ahmadzadeh, Amirhossein

Akbari, Saeid P1ramoon Mohammadali
Mokhtari, Mehdi Shirmohammadi, Mos-
lem Mesigar, Mostafa Kiani, Mohammad
Masoumizadeh, Ali Mirshekari, Hassan
Abdollahi

Persepolis forward Abdi sidelined

for three weeks

Qeshm to host 2019-2020 FIVB Beach
VoIIeybaII World Tour

TEHRAN — Persepo-
e s lis striker Mehdi Abdi
w111 miss at least three weeks of the Iran
professional League season.
He suffered a knee injury on Tuesday
in the team’s training.
Abdi, 21, scored the only goal of
Tehran derby against Esteghlal in late

September.

Hebecame popular in Persepolis after
scoring against the team’s arch-rivals.

Persepolis doctor Alireza Haghighat
said that Abdi needs three weeks to
recover.

Persepolissit fourth in the table, three
points behind IPL leaders Sepahan.

TEHRAN — The 2020
d e s portion of the 2019-
2020 FIVB Beach Volleyball World Tour
calendar begins during the first full week
of January when the Iranian island Qeshm
hosts an inaugural event.

The second of three Iranian events on
the 2019-2020 FI1VB World Tour schedule,

Qeshm s anisland in the Strait of Hormuz.

The 2019 portion of the 2019-2020
World Tour schedule also began in Iran
when Bandar Torkaman hosted an event
at the start of October.

The third Iranian eventisalso an inau-
gural men’s only tournament and will be
held from February 5to 7in Bandar Abbas.

AFC Dream Asia Awards 2019 Wmners announced

The Japan Inclusive Football Federation (NGO), Shell Qatar’s
Koora Time Programme (Corporate) and Nepali journalist
and filmmaker, Bhojraj Bhat (Individual) won the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC) Dream Asia Awards 2019 held
in conjunction with Wednesday’s AFC Social Responsibility
Conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

The three worthy winners, who were chosen from a record
27 strong applicants this year, will receive USD$10,000,
enabling them to bolster their social responsibility pro-
grammes alongside the AFC.

Chairman of the AFC Social Responsibility Committee,
Mr Zaw Zaw said: “Social Responsibility is a key focus
area for the AFC and already, through the AFC Dream
Asia Foundation and these awards, we have witnessed the
incredible strides and growth of our efforts as one united
Asian footballing family, to use football as a powerful tool
for social development.

“The record 27 applicants received this year reinforces
that our spirit of partnership is stronger than ever, and
we are in the best possible position to fulfil our purpose to
empower communities and inspire hope through football.”

M Japan Inclusive Football Federation — NGO

JIFF was established in April 2016 as an affiliate member
of the Japan Football Association, with the aim to create an
inclusive community through football, one which champions
equal and active participation for all, regardless of ability.

Taking a partnership approach, the JIFF works hand-
in-hand with seven affiliate members to engage various

disability groups in Japan, further underlining the impor-
tance of inclusiveness and diversity.

And to foster a greater sense of community, the JIFF has
staged various engaging programmes including the JIFF
Inclusive Football Festa, FutbolNet Methodology train-
ing for instructors, numerous coach education courses in
partnership with the Bar¢a Foundation and the Financial
Assistance Programme for the Hearing Impaired.

Shelter Ashraya Nepal (Silver)

Shanghai Love and Grace Sports Club (Bronze)

Childreach Nepal (Bronze)

M sShell Qatar Koora Time Programme (QAT)
— Corporate

Koora Time Programme is a youth football initiative created
by the Qatar Football Association and Shell Qatar, designed
toimprove the health and wellbeing of Qatar’s youth through
football. It serves to break the barriers of physical activity and

expand the opportunities and spaces to spread the love of the
game in a fun and non-competitive environment.

As the country’s only football and education initiative,
the Koora Time Programme continues to deliver the high-
est levels of engagement, benefitting more than 100,000
children across Qatar since its launch in 2012.

A major contributor to the larger national health and
fitness agenda, the success of the programme is evident as
participants saw lower levels of BMI and Fat Mass while
their knowledge of healthy living significantly increased.

Volkswagen Group China (Silver)

Sun Ai Carpet (Bronze)

M Bhojraj Bhat (NEP) — Individual

Filmmaker Bhojraj Bhat made international headlines
with his moving 2015 documentary Sunakali, which cast the
spotlight on a group of aspiring teenage female footballers
from the remote and mountainous district of Mugu in Nepal.

The documentary was shown in more than 130 film festivals
across Europe, and also won more than 20 awards. Bhat’s
authentic portrayal of the challenges faced by the footballers
not only garnered international recognition but paved the
way for the girls’ participation in the Donosti Cup in Spain.

In highlighting their compelling story, Bhat contin-
ues to advocate social change and best encapsulates the
power of the beautiful game as a tool to inspire hope and
to thrive against-all-odds.

Alireza Beiranvand (Silver)

(Source: the-afc)

Minimalist Tajikistan reap maximum rewards

12 years ago, Tajikistan took part in their
first, and up until this year, only FIFA U-17
World Cup. In 2007 in Korea Republic, they
secured a 4-3 win over USA in their opening
match, and despite two 1-0 defeats after that
by Belgium and Tunisia, they still managed
to create history by making it into the Round
of 16 as one of the best third-placed teams.

History may be in line to repeat itself here
in Brazil, with the Asian team opening their
Group E campaign with a shock 1-0 win over
African champions Cameroon on Monday.

“A surprise? Not in the slightest,” head
coach Zainidin Rahimov told FIFA.com. “We

already showed what we were capable of
against the big teams in the Qualifiers, so we
knew that we stood a chance here.”

Indeed, Tajikistan saw off first DPR Korea
DPR then Korea Republicin the quarter-finals
and semi-finals of the AFC U-16 Champion-
ship Malaysia 2018 respectively, both times
on penalties. By the end of the tournament,
they had scored six goals in as many matches
and finished second only to Japan.

This minimalist trend seems set to contin-
ue, with a single goal from the penalty spot
enough to see off their African opponents.

“I'mvery proud of my goal,” said Sharifbek

Rahmatov who converted the spot-kick. “Of
course I was a bit nervous before taking it,
but I focused on the ball and then just hit
it. It went in, and the celebrations started.”

The goal was set up by along clearance
from goalkeeper Shohrukh Qirghizboev, who
somewhat surprisingly replaced the shoot-
out hero from the AFC U-16 Championship
Malaysia 2018 Mukhriddin Khasanov in goal.

Amadoni Kamolov and Rustam Soirov,
both of whom had been brought on as sub-
stitutes, played a one-two and the only
way the Cameroon keeper Manfred Ekoi
could stop them was illegally.

“Kamolov and Rustam are important
players for us who could easily be part of
the starting line-up,” the coach explained,
“but it’s obviously great that we can have
players like that on the bench who can
come on during the match.”

Tajikistan thought they had scored a
second goal that was typical of their coun-
ter-attacking style, with a long ball sent
up front, asprint, adribble and a shot that
found the back of the net. Unfortunately
for them, it was ruled out by the video
assistant referee for a foul.

(Source: FIFA.com)
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Iraq v Iran likely to be held
in Erbil

PLDC — The match between Iraq and Iran will likely be held in
Erbil, the capital of the Kurdistan Region, Al Jazeera TV reported.

The 2022 World Cup qualifier has been scheduled for
November 14 at the Basra Stadium in Basra but the venue
will likely be changed.

The anti-government demonstrations in Iraq have gripped
the capital, Baghdad, and swept through several other cities in
the country’s south.

Head of the Iraqi Football Federation, Abdul-Khaliq Masoud,
has already said that they have no problem to host the match, but
the Qatari channel has reported that Iran and Bahrain football
federations have requested to change the venue for security reasons.

According to Al Jazeera TV Channel, the match between Iraq
and Iran will likely be held at the Franso Hariri Stadium in Erbil.

Iran sit third in Group C with six points. Iraq lead the table
with seven points and Bahrain are second on goal difference.

Persepolis remain best
Iranian team in Club World
Ranking

TASNIM — Persepolis football team of Iran moved six places
up in the latest Club World Ranking.

Persepolis have moved up to 241st in the ranking, followed
by Zob Ahan, who moved six places down to 262nd.

Third-placed Esteghlal climbed 41 places to 267th and Sepa-
han sits fourth (390).

Barcelona stay first, followed by Liverpool, Manchester City
and River Plate.

Club World Ranking is a ranking system of the best soccer
teams, top scorers and coaches in the world, based on match
results over the past 52 weeks.

Iranian football delegation
departs for lraq to review
conditions

MNA — A delegation from Iranian football federation has de-
parted for Iraq to review the conditions of Iraq for hosting the
upcoming match with Iran.

National football teams of Iran and Iraq are slated to lock
horns on November 14 at Basra International Stadium in 2022
World Cup and 2023 Asian AFC Cup qualifications.

Public protests in Iraq have cast the shadow of doubt on
holding the match in the country. Earlier, the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) announced that matches of Group A of
U19 Championship qualification from Nov. 2 to 10, which was
slated to be held in Irag, has been postponed until further notice.

To further review the conditions, an Iranian delegation led
by Mohammad Reza Saket, Secretary-General of the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s Football Federation, left Tehran for Iraq on
Wednesday morning. The federation will mull over requesting for
postponing or holding the game in another venue after the visit.

Also, the Iranian federation announced that the head of the
Iraqi Football Federation, Abdul-Khaliq Masoud, will visit Tehran
on Saturday to hold talks with his Iranian counterpart, Mehdi Taj.

Iranian wrestlers win gold
and bronze in U23 World
C’ships

MNA — Iran’s freestyle team gained one gold and one bronze
medal on Tuesday night in 2019 edition of the U23 World Wres-
tling Championships in Hungary.

Mojtaba Goleij gained a commanding 8-2 victory over 2017
Junior World champion Shamil Musaev of Russia in the final
of 97kg category to collect his second world title.

Also, Alireza Sarlak defeated Mongolia’s Zanabazar Zan-
danbud in the bronze contest of 57kg. Cuba’s Reineri Andreu
Ortega overpowered Adlan Askarov of Kazakhstan to win the
gold medal of this category.

The competitions are being held in Budapest, Hungary from
October 28 to November 3.

Kaveh Rezaei strikes goal for
his Belgian club Charleroi
against Oostende

IRNA — Iranian football player Kaveh Rezaei scored a goal for
his Belgian club Charleroi on Tuesday to win the match against
Oostende.

Rezaei scored the match’s only goal at minute 82 to allow
Charleroi to go past Oostende in the Belgian First Division A.

He was later substituted by Senegalese midfielder Mamadou
Fall at minute 85.

Last week as well, Iranian player Ali Gholizadeh scored the
only goal for the Belgian football club to cruise past Royal Excel
Mouscron.

Charleroi stand fifth in Belgian First Division A with 21 points.
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Chastity is the adornment of indigence and
gratitude is the ornament of wealthiness.
Imam Ali (AS)

Artists from 10 countries
to take part in Tehran Intl.
Sculpture Symposium

NS TEHRAN — Sculptors from 10 countries
d e s K will join Iranian artists at the gth Tehran
International Sculpture Symposium, which will open on Saturday.

The sculptors are coming
from France, Slovenia, Taiwan,
Bulgaria, China, Argentina,
Belorussia, India, Bolivia
and Peru, the Beautification
Organization of the Tehran
Municipality announced on
Wednesday.

“Five sculptors from Iran
will also take part in the
symposium, which will take
placein the Abbasabad district,”
said the deputy director of the
organization, Mojtaba Musavi.

“No specific topic has
been selected for this year’s
symposium, and we are
expecting a wide range of
artworks to be created with
travertine,” he added.

He said that a number of students will also be creating
their works beside the participating sculptors on the
sidelines of the event.

Winners will be announced during a special ceremony on
November 26, just one after the end of the symposium.

Organized annually by the Beautification Organization,
the symposium seeks to help beautify the urban environment
of the city and familiarize the citizens with the process of
making new designs.

A poster for the 9th Tehran
International Sculpture Symposium.

IRIB sports channel honored
at Milano Intl. FICTS Fest

NS TEHRAN — Varzesh (Sports), a sports channel
d e sk oftheIslamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting
(IRIB), received the World Best TV Sport Channel Award on
Tuesday during the 37th Milano International FICTS Fest, a
sports movies and TV event in the Italian city.

Varzesh channel manager Ehsan Shie (L) receives the World
Best TV Sport Channel Award from FICTS President Franco
Ascani during the 37th Milano International FICTS Festin
Milan, Italy on October 29, 2019.

Ttaly’s RAISPORT, Germany’s ARD, Spain’s CCMA - Televisio de
Catalunya, Switzerland’s RSI - Radiotelevisione Svizzera Italiana
and Uganda’s UBC - Uganda Broadcasting Corporation were
other winners of the award.

The Federation Internationale Cinema Television Sportifs
(FICTS) is the organizer of the festival, which is the final phase of
the World FICTS Challenge that runs in 16 countries including Iran.

ZINEBI film festival picks
Iranian shorts

TEHRAN — Iranian shorts “Violet” and “Exam”
d e sk willbescreened atthe 615t ZINEBI International
Festival of Documentary and Short Film of Bilbao in Spain.

Directed by Ghasideh Golmakani, “Violet” is about Azi, a young
girl who feels lonely despite having a big family. On the day of
her sister’s wedding, Azi notices that the wedding rings are lost
and she tries to find them before the ceremony.

“Exam” by Sonia Haddad is about a teenage girl who agrees to
deliver a pack of cocaine on the day of an important exam at school.

The ZINEBI film festival will be held from November 8 to 15.

Prayer Timesy Noon:11:48  Evening: 17:01

Dawn: 4:29 (tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:26 (tomorrow)
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Germany to celebrate 200th anniversary

_ TEHRAN — Germany

of Goethe’ S “West-Eat Dlvan”ln Shlraz

sk will celebrate the 200th
anniversary of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s
“West-East Divan” during a festival in the
southern Iranian city of Shiraz, home to
the mausoleum of Persian poet Hafez who
influenced Goethe’s collection.

Anumber of German scholars have been
invited to attend the five-day festival, which
will open today, the Embassy of Germany
in Tehran has announced.

German filmmaker Florian Graf Henckel
von Donnersmarck, best known for writing
and directing the 2006 Oscar-winning
dramatic thriller “The Lives of Others”, and
director and author Doris Dorrie are among
the participating guests.

Professor Anke Bosse, an expert on “West-
East Divan”, and writer and Islamologist
Stefan Weidner will also attend the event.

Goethe wrote “West-East Divan”, which
contains his poems, notes and essays written
under the influence of Hafez’s poetry.

He was familiar with Hafez and his
works through his friendship with Austrian
Orientalist Joseph Freiherr von Hammer-
Purgstall (1774-1856) who provided the first-
ever complete translation of the Divan of
Hafez into a Western language.

A variety of programs on cinema, arts,
theater and literature will be arranged during
the festival, which will be organized in
collaboration with the Municipality of Shiraz.
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Deutsche Kulturwoche in Shiraz
200 Jahre ,West-ostlicher Divan*, Goethe & Hafez

A poster for Germany’s festival that will mark the 200 anniversary of Goethe’s “West-East Divan” in Shiraz.

“Lotus named best doc at ForadCamp exhibition

i

-

A scene from Iranian filmmaker Mohammadreza Vatan-
doost’'s documentary “Lotus”.

[N TEHRAN — Iranian filmmaker
d e s Mohammadreza Vatandoost’s
acclaimed film “Lotus” has been selected as best
documentary at the 8th Nature and Cinema Exhibition
— ForadCamp 2019 in Spain.

The film is about an old woman who is waiting for
a permit to enter an island after 12 years to visit her
son’s grave.

The jury has valued the short film “for making a
portrait of a person and a landscape, for the human
and political dimensions of history, and for its great
cinematic quality,” the organizers have announced.

“Lotus” also received the Granollers Cultural
Association Mention at the event, which took place in
the New Casino Figaro6, on October 19 and 20.

The film was screened at numerous international
events and has won several honors, including the mini-
doc artistic vision award at the 16th Big Sky Documentary
Film Festival in the U.S. city of Missoula, Montana.

ForadCamp also honored several other films. “All
Inclusive” by Corina Schwingruber Ilic from Switzerland
won the Audience Award, while “Los rugidos que alejan
latormenta” by Santiago Reale from Argentina received
the Distribution Prize.

ForadCamp is a film exhibition organized by the Figaré-
Montmany village and coordinated by the Association
of Independent Documentary Filmmakers — INDOC.

The exhibition seeks to link the natural environment
with independent personal cinema made with an
innovative spirit.

WEP to organlze exhlbltlon of palntmgs by refugee children in Iran

TEHRAN — The United
d e s Nations World Food
Program (WFP) in Tehran plans to celebrate
32years of its presence in Iran by organizing
an exhibition of paintings by refugee children
living in the country.

“The exhibit will open in the Faculty of
Physical Education and Sport Sciences of the
University of Tehran on November 8 to raise
funds for the refugee children,” the WFP
spokesman in Iran, Dara Darbandi, said
in a press conference held at the UNICEF
Conference Hall in Tehran on Wednesday.

Darbandi added that a collection of 32
paintings out of 6,000 submissions have
been selected by Iranian actors Hamid Jebeli,
Majid Mozaffari, Pantea Bahram and Forugh
Qojabegli for the exhibit.

Afghan refugee children in Iran in an undated photo.

“This year’s motto is ‘Stop the Waste’ and
children were asked to do their paintings on
the main topic of food, especially breakfast
and brunch, at schools,” said the WFP
representative in Iran, Negar Gerami.

Jebeli and Mozzaffari, also present at the
conference, expressed their hopes that no
childrenin Iran and the world would remain
hungry.

According to areport published by the
WFP, “Iran has been generously hosting
one million refugees, the fourth largest
refugee population in the world, for over
30 years.”

“The vast majority of these, mainly from
Afghanistan and Iraq, live in urban areas, with
only three percent living in 20 settlements
spread across the country.”

“Yeva” crowned best at DTLA film festival

TEHRAN — Iranian-Armenian
d e sk filmmakerAnahid Abad’s acclaimed

drama “Yeva” received the award for best foreign-language
feature film at the 11th Downtown Los Angeles - DTLA
Film Festival in the U.S. city on Sunday.

Produced by Farabi and the National Cinema Center of
Armenia, the film tells the story of Yeva, a young woman
who escapes her influential in-laws with her daughter
Nareh after her husband’s tragic death, and takes refuge
in one of the villages in the Karabakh region. She is a
complete stranger in this ballgame and is obliged to

live her daily life in disguise.

“Yeva”, which is currently on screen at theaters in
New York and Los Angeles, was Armenia’s submission
to the 9oth Academy Awards, but it did not make the
shortlist.

“American Woman” by Semi Chellas won main
awards in four categories, including best film and best
director, while “Pushout: The Criminalization of Black
Girls in Schools” by Jacoba Atlas received the audience
award at the DTLA Film Festival, which was held from
October 23 to 27.

A scene from “Yeva” by Iranian-Armenian director
Anahid Abad.

New “Star Wars” movie era in dlsarray after “Game of Thrones” creators exit

NEW YORK (Reuters) — The exit of the
“Games of Thrones” creators from the next
“Star Wars” film left future stories in the
science fiction saga up in the air on Tuesday,
although some fans welcomed their departure.

David Benioff and D.B. Weiss had been
hired in 2018 to write and produce a trilogy
of new movies in the blockbuster Walt Disney
Co franchise, with the first scheduled for
release in December 2022.

But the creators of HBO's hit fantasy
series said they were stepping away from
the project to focus on new work for streaming
service Netflix.

“We love Star Wars. When George Lucas
built it, he built us too,” Benioff and Weiss
said in a statement late on Monday.

“But there are only so many hours in the
day, and we felt we could not do justice to
both Star Wars and our Netflix projects. So

David Benioff (L) and Dan Weiss, creators and executive producers, arrive for the sea-
son premiere of HBO'’s “Game of Thrones” in San Francisco, California March 23, 2015.
(Reuters/Robert Galbraith)

and David Benioff have stepped away from their
Disney/Lucasfilm deal (to create a new trilogy).
Thelast two seasons of #GameOfThrones proved
without source material ... they are lost,” wrote
Marty Kottick on Twitter.

Others hoped their departure would clear
the way for the first woman, or person of
color, to direct or write a “Star Wars” movie.

“Consider how many people who aren’t
white men LOVE #StarWars, and would be
more than happy to be a part of the next
phase of the franchise!” tweeted a user, Liz
Shannon Miller.

Lucasfilm president Kathleen Kennedy
in a statement called Benioff and Weiss
“remarkable storytellers.”

“We hope to include them in the journey
forward when they are able to step away
from their busy schedule to focus on Star
Wars,” she added.

g -]

we are regretfully stepping away,” they added.

Disney had said the trilogy from Benioff
and Weiss was expected to tell a story separate
from the Skywalker series that began with
the 1977 film starring Mark Hamill, Carrie
Fisher and Harrison Ford, and which is due
to conclude with the December movie “Star
Wars: The Rise of Skywalker.”

Disney and Lucasfilm did not return
requests for comment on Tuesday on how
their withdrawal would affect the planned
2022 movie, details of which had not been
announced.

The “Star Wars” franchise is one of the most
valuable in Hollywood. The 2017 film “The
Last Jedi” took $1.3 billion at the global box

office and Disney earlier this year opened “Star
Wars” lands at its theme parks in California
and Florida.

Fans seemed relieved at the exit of Benioff
and Weiss, given widespread disappointment
at the conclusion earlier this year of their
medieval fantasy TV series “Game of Thrones.”

“l amvery relieved to read that D.B. Weiss

Disney also has announced a separate
“Star Wars” trilogy in the works by “The Last
Jedi” director Rian Johnson. No release date
has been unveiled.

Meanwhile, “Star Wars” embarks on
another phase on Nov. 12 when spinoff TV
series “The Mandalorian” begins streaming
on the new Disney+ service.
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