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Iran’s 7-month non-oil imports
down over 5% yr/yr
TERHAN — The value of non-oil imports
to Iran stood at $25 billion in the first
seven months of the current Iranian calendar year (March 21-October 22), down
5.3 percent from the figure for last year’s
same period, IRNA reported.
According to the data released by the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA), the country imported

19.8 million tons of commodities in the
said time span to register a three-percent
rise in terms of weight.
Meanwhile, some 79.5 million tons of
commodities worth $24.5 billion were
also exported from the country in the
mentioned seven months, indicating a
17-percent rise in terms of weight and an
11.3-percent fall in terms of value.
4

Judiciary to closely monitor gasoline
price hike implementation: Raisi
TEHRAN — Judiciary Chief Ebrahim
Raisi has said the Judiciary will closely
monitor the procedures of implementing
a recent decision to ration gasoline and
increase its price.
In a statement on Sunday, Raisi called
on all related officials to take every measure
to ensure successful implementation of
the move, Mehr reported.

He said the Judiciary will make
sure that the revenues generated from
raising gasoline prices will be spent
as planned.
The Judiciary chief also said the measure should not lead to further hike in commodity prices, urging the administration
to make every effort to ease the impact of
price rise on the people.
3

Intelligence Ministry says has identified
elements behind unrest

ISNA/ Soheil Faraji

TEHRAN – In a statement on Sunday, the
Intelligence Ministry said it has identified
the main elements behind the two-day
unrest and that appropriate measures
are being taken.
“Main elements of skirmishes over the
last two days have been identified and
proper action is being done and its results
will be released to the dear nation,” the
ministry said in the statement.
The ministry said it would take the tough
line with anyone who foments unrest and
disrupts the peace of the Iranian nation.

E D I TO R I A L
Mohammad Ghaderi
Tehran Times editor-in-chief
@ghaderi62

Riyadh deal: A
Yemeni version of
Balfour Declaration

O

fficials in Riyadh are so satisfied
with an agreement between the
Saudi-backed forces loyal to the
toppled Mansour al-Hadi government
and the Southern Transitional Council
(STC) supported the UAE that enthusiasm
is obvious in their remarks.
Actually, it is an agreement between
UAE and Saudi mercenary forces. It is so
favorable for Riyadh that Saudi Arabia’s
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman
hailed the deal as a new chapter in Yemen’s
history and a step toward ending the war
in the country.
Interestingly, Saudi Arabia’s Foreign
Minister Adel al-Jubeir said that the deal
indicates that Saudi Arabia is trying to
establish peace in Yemen. United States
President Donald Trump also welcomed
the deal and described it as “a very good
start” for Yemen.
There are a few points to be made about
the deal: first, many social media users
and experts believe that the deal is in fact
a Yemeni version of the Balfour Declaration which led to the creation of Israel
in Palestine. Riyadh intends to occupy
Yemen through the deal.
Second, the deal was basically brokered between the Saudi and UAE forces
while the Yemeni representatives and
Houthis were not involved, so it cannot be an agreement between south and
north Yemen. The Houthi movement
responded to the deal, saying that it is
a useless agreement that cannot be implemented and has nothing to do with
the Yemeni nation.
Third, the deal seeks to share power
between Saudi and UAE forces in the
country’s southern provinces. Therefore,
Saudi Arabia and the UAE will indirectly
exercise power in these areas.
The deal was boasted so important
that bin Salman and Abu Dhabi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan
were present during its signing process
in Riyadh. The deal calls for the formation of a new cabinet of no more than 24
ministers within 30 days that would have
equal representation for northerners and
southerners. The Saudi-led coalition has
practically taken the control of Yemen by
this deal.
13

“Definitely, the enemies who are enthusiastic about the unrest would harvest nothing but shame and disgrace,”
the statement added.
The National Iranian Oil Products Distribution Company (NIOPDC) said in a
statement late on Thursday that the price
of a liter of regular gasoline had gone up
to 15,000 rials (12.7 cents) from 10,000
rials and the monthly ration for each private automobile was set at 60 liters per
month. Additional purchases would cost
30,000 rials per liter.
3

Lebanon PM hopeful Safadi withdraws candidacy: reports
Press TV — Lebanon has slipped into further
political uncertainty as a candidate to fill the
vacant post of the country’s premiership has
decided to halt his bid. Lebanese broadcasters
LBCI and al-Jadeed reported on Saturday that
Mohammad Safadi had withdrawn his candidacy
to be the head of the next Lebanese government.
A later statement by Safadi said he had found
it difficult to form a “harmonious” government
that could launch reforms requested by the people of Lebanon during weeks of street protests.
“It is difficult to form a harmonious government
supported by all political sides that could take
the immediate salvation steps needed to halt the
country’s economic and financial deterioration
and respond to the aspirations of people in the
street,” said Safadi.
However, other reports suggested major po-

litical parties had yet come to a final decision on
the issue and endorse Safadi as the next PM.
Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri told newspaper al-Joumhouria that the political situation in
Lebanon was getting more complicated, comments
that suggested a consensus on Safadi that was
reported two days ago had yet to become final.
Mohammad Safadi, a wealthy Lebanese
businessman and former finance minister, has
been nominated to serve as Lebanon’s new prime
minister.
Lebanese media said on Thursday that major
political parties, including the Lebanese resistance movement Hezbollah and its allied Amal
group, had agreed to allow Safadi to form a new
government after former Prime Minister Sa’ad
al-Hariri resigned on October 29.
Political sources said protests against cor-

ruption and mismanagement in Lebanon would
only escalate if Safadi, a prominent businessman
who is regarded as a member of the ruling elite,
takes charge of a new government.
Under Lebanon’s sectarian power-sharing
system, the prime minister should be chosen
from the country’s Sunni population.
The nominee for the post should be endorsed
by Lebanese President Michel Aoun, a Maronite Christian, who himself should consult
members of parliament led by Berri who is a
Shia Muslim.
Safadi said in his Saturday statement that
it was better for Lebanon to have Hariri back
as prime minister. Hezbollah and Amal have
also urged Hariri to continue in the post despite disagreement on the formation of a future
cabinet.

Government quit over $800mn embezzlement: Kuwait’s defense chief

Press TV — Kuwait’s Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Bin Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah says the
government’s recent resignation was triggered
by the alleged embezzlement of nearly $800
million from a military aid fund.
“It is the main reason for the government’s
resignation,” Sheikh Nasser said in a statement
Saturday, two days after Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak Al-Sabah quit along with his
cabinet.
The Kuwaiti defense chief, the eldest son of
Kuwait’s emir, said the suspected irregularities
estimated at around 240 million Kuwaiti dinars
($789 million) had taken place before his nomi-

nation to head the defense ministry in December
2017.He said he had ordered that the purported
irregularities be referred to the country’s public
prosecutor for investigations before the government resigned.
Sheikh Nasser, who also serves as the country’s
deputy prime minister, said he had requested
explanations of the alleged misappropriations
from the prime minister and the interior minister,
but they failed to provide any response.
In a statement on Thursday, government
spokesman Tareq al-Mazrem said the government’s resignation was triggered by lawmakers’
criticism of several ministers for alleged malprac-

Book recounting
Leader’s criticism of
JCPOA published
TEHRAN — A book recounting Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei’s criticism of the 2015 nuclear deal
(JCPOA) has recently been published in Tehran.
Entitled “I Told You Not to Trust”, the book has been compiled
by Hossein Izadi at the Islamic Revolution Dialogue Study Office,
and Shahid Kazmei Publications is the publisher of the collection.
The criticisms have been compiled from the speeches the Leader
delivered during the time when the deal was in process.
The book actually aims to document the file of Iran’s nuclear deal,
and is a historiography of the nuclear deal in the Hassan Rouhani
administration.

tice.Sheikh Jaber Mubarak, who was appointed as
prime minister in December 2011, submitted his
resignation along with his cabinet on Thursday.
The emir still has to accept the resignation
in order for it to be final. After accepting the
resignation, the emir can rename the outgoing
premier or appoint a new head of government to
form the cabinet, the eighth since 2011.
Earlier this month, hundreds of Kuwaitis protested outside the parliament against the outgoing
government and alleged rampant corruption.
Kuwait is the only Persian Gulf country with a
fully elected parliament that enjoys wide legislative powers and can vote ministers out of office.

ARTICLE
Masoud Hossein
Head of the Sport Desk of
the TehranTimes

Iran football team
need fresh impetus

I

t’s not weird that Team Melli suffered back-to-back defeats in the
2022 World Cup qualifiers against
Bahrain and Iraq. Team Melli need
the young and talented players to
keep going.
Iran are in danger of not qualifying for the FIFA World Cup qualification next stage, while Team Melli
were widely regarded as the Group
C favorites.
In the match against Iraq, Team
Melli saw captain Masoud Shojaei sent
off for a second yellow card in the final
minutes of the match. Shojae is about
36 and will turn 39 in the 2022 World
Cup which raises the question: why
should he be invited to Iran national
football team?
Ashkan Dejagah (33-year-old),
Ehsan Haji Safi (30-year-old), Vouria Ghafouri (32-year-old), Karim
Ansarifard (30-year-old) and Vahid
Amiri (31-year-old) are invited to
Team Melli but would be better off
announcing retirement from national duties.
Marc Wilmots didn’t decide to substitute exhausted Shojaei against Iraq
while skillful midfielders Ali Gholizadeh and Mehdi Torabi were available
and could help the team.
Also, Haji Safi didn’t steal the
show in the match against Bahrain
in mid-October, where Iran lost three
important points in Riffa.
There are so many talented players
in the youth system and it’s time to
put the plan into operation.
Team Melli will not advance to the
next stage if the Belgian coach continues the same procedure. There’s no
doubt that the structure of the team
need to change.
Iran must win their four upcoming
matches but we should also keep in
mind that Bahrain and Iraq are teams
to beat.
So many of the current playersnamely, Ashkan Dejagah, Masoud
Shojaei, Ehsan haji Safi and Karim
Ansarifard have represented Iran in
the 2014 and 2018 FIFA World Cups
and it seems the team should undergo several changes for the upcoming
events.

I NTE R NATI O NAL DAI LY

P O L I T I C S
New head of Egypt’s interest
section meets Zarif
P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN – Haitham Jalal, the new head of
d
e
s
k Egypt’s interest section, met Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif on Sunday.
Christopher Mapanga, the new ambassador of Zimbabwe to
Tehran, also met separately with Zarif. The foreign minister received the copy of the newly appointed ambassador’s credentials.

Zarif also met with Shalva Kiknavelidze, head of Iran-Georgia
parliamentary friendship group.
The chief diplomat said multilateral cooperation among the
countries in the region is beneficial to all the regional countries.

Islamic Unity Conference
participants call for
defending Al-Aqsa Mosque
Tehran (IRNA) – Participants of the 33rd International Islamic
Unity Conference in a statement slammed aggression on first
Qibla of Muslims and called for defending Al-Aqsa Mosque.
Muslim participants described aggression on Al-Aqsa Mosque
as a dangerous conspiracy, urging Islamic countries to take serious and firm stance in this regard.
In the second day of the conference, participants visited Leader
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei.
During the meeting, Ayatollah Khamenei said that obliterating
Israel means that the Palestinian people, including Muslims,
Christians and Jews, should be able to determine their fate and
get rid of Benjamin Netanyahu and the people like him.
The participants in the conference reiterated that any insult
to this mosque is regarded as insulting all Muslims.
Muslim participants called for recording all criminal and
insulting acts against this mosque and confronting
They noted that the Israeli regime is not only a threat for
Palestine but for all Muslim countries aiming to promote sedition
and unrest and interfering in internal affairs of other countries.
The 33rd International Islamic Unity Conference was held in
presence of President Hassan Rouhani and over 350 elites and
figures from 93 countries on November 14-16.

Rouhani aide lauds Leader’s
support for gov’t plan to
increase gasoline prices
TEHRAN (FNA) — Iranian President’s Chief of Staff Mahmoud
Vaezi praised Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei for supporting the plan for gasoline rationing, stressing the government’s efforts to prevent the decision’s
impacts on prices of other goods.
Vaezi made the remarks after Ayatollah Khamenei underlined
his support for the government plan to increase the gasoline
prices, but meantime, called on officials to prevent its impacts
on other commodities’ prices.
He underscored the importance of the Leader’s emphasis
on efforts to prevent impacts of the government’s decision on
prices of other commodities.
Vaezi also referred to people’s protest rallies in a number
of towns and cities, and said, “The government has always emphasized that protest is a normal issue and among the people
and citizens’ inalienable rights and we should all stand beside
people and listen to their views and demands.”
In relevant remarks earlier today, Ayatollah Khamenei cast
support for government’s decision on revising fuel’s prices, saying,
“I am not an expert in this field, but I had asserted before that I
would back whatever decision the heads of the three branches
of power (legislative, judiciary, administrative) take.”
“Authorities should use all their capacities to minimize people’s
concerns over this (gasoline rationing) plan,” he said on Sunday.
Ayatollah Khamenei underlined the necessity of meeting
people’s demands in this regard, saying that officials should be
careful that the plan would not lead to the jump in the prices of
the other goods and commodities.
Certainly, some people are concerned and upset by this decision, the Leader said, adding that destruction and arson are
not people’s business but that of the outlaws.
He also referred to the propaganda launched by western media
and anti-revolutionary groups, including the remnants of the
former regime (Pahlavi) and the anti-Iran Mojahedin-e Khalq
Organization (MKO, also known as MEK, NCRI or PMOI) terrorist
group, about the recent protest rallies against the increased gasoline prices, warning that they intend to foment insecurity in Iran.
Reports on Friday and Saturday said crowds of 50 to 150
people staged gatherings in Mashhad and Sirjan and some cities
of Khuzestan province to voice protest against the unexpected
50% rise in gas prices, adding that protesters dispersed after
talking with police and other citizens who invited them to preserve peace and calm.
Some small gatherings were formed in some cities of Iran on
Friday evening and Saturday in protest at a 50% rise in gas price
which was put into practice earlier at midnight.
According to reports, the protests were more in Sirjan in
Kerman province, and some cities in Khuzestan province.
In Ahvaz, the provincial capital city of Khuzestan, some gatherings of 100 to 150 were formed in different spots in the city where
protesters chanted against the 50% increase in the gas price.
The protests subsided after police and a number of citizens
mediated and demanded calm, but traffic congestion caused by
the gatherings cleared later.
A similar traffic problem was reported in Mashhad, but the
situation is reported calm and peaceful in the early hours of
Saturday.
In Sirjan, a city in Southeastern province of Kerman, a similar
story happened, but new reports recount that peace and order
has been restored.
The majority of reported protests were staged by crowds of
50 to 150 who chanted nothing political but against the sudden
rise in the gas price.
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Leader backs decision to ration
petrol, increase its price
‘Rise in petrol price should not spread to other commodities’
P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN – Leader of
d
e
s
k the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Sunday morning
supported a recent government decision to
ration gasoline and increase it price.
Speaking to his theology students, Ayatollah Khamenei said he has previously announced that since he’s not an expert on the
issue, he would support any decision made by
heads of the three branches of government
and the experts.
The Leader voiced sympathy with people who feel the decision would harm them
economically, but condemned any act of
sabotage that has been carried out by some
hooligans and supported by Iran’s enemies.
“You see in the past two days, all the centers
of evil in the world have been encouraging
such acts against us. From the sinister Pahlavi
dynasty to the vicious and criminal gang of
Monafeqin (the MEK terrorist group); they
are constantly encouraging hooliganism via
the internet and other means,” he added.
The government decided on Friday to
cut petrol subsidies to fund support for the
poor. Petrol in Iran still remains among the
cheapest in the world.
According to a statement published by
National Iranian Oil Products Distribution
Company, the price for a liter of regular gasoline was increased to 15,000 rials (nearly
35 cents at the official rate of 42,000 rials
per dollar) from 10,000 rials and the monthly ration for each passenger car was set at
60 liters. Additional purchases would cost
30,000 rials per liter.
In one of its latest reports dubbed “World
Energy Outlook 2018”, the International
Energy Agency (IEA) put Iran on top of the
list of the world’s countries for energy subsidies. That means Iran holds the first place

among the world’s countries in terms of the
amount of subsidies which is allocated to
energy consumption.
A partial increase in prices is expected to
put a brake on its smuggling to some extent.
Still the prices are far from reality.
Mohammad Baqer Nobakht, head of the
Planning and Budget Organization, said on
Thursday that proceeds from the price hikes
would be used to fund additional subsidies
for 18 million underprivileged families, or
about 60 million people.
Following the decision, a number of Iranian cities saw protests that turned violent
in some cases, where a number of banks
and government buildings were set ablaze
by the rioters.
Critics question the timing of the decision,
which comes while Iranian people are suffering from the reverberations of the inhumane
economic sanctions imposed by the United

States, and also while neighboring Iraq and
Lebanon have been the scene of widespread
protests.
They also criticize the sudden announcement of the measure, describing it as an undemocratic way of making a decision that
affects the entire nation.
In his remarks, Ayatollah Khamenei
urged the authorities to take good care of
the affected people and assuage the hardship
caused by the move.
He also called on the people to take note
of the enemies’ plots to disrupt Iran’s security and take a separate path from the rebels
that try to foment insecurity in the country.
The Leader quoted officials as saying that
they would not allow the gasoline price hike
to increase commodity prices.
This is important because a further increase
in commodity prices creates many problems
for the people, Ayatollah Khamenei said.

The spokesman for the parliament presiding board also expressed the lawmakers’
support for the fuel subsidy reform.
“The plan for rationing gasoline has been
approved by the Supreme National Security
Council and has been confirmed by the heads
of three branches of government and the
Leader and (therefore) it is binding and Majlis
backs it,” the board’s spokesman Assadollah
Abassi stated.
Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahmani
Fazli said the continuation of the unrest in
different cities would not benefit anyone,
urging the protesters to voice their criticism
through legal channels.
“Any move and protest must be carried
out according to law,” Rahmani Fazli said
on Saturday evening.
He said some rioters have damaged public
centers, including hospitals, and blocked the
roads in some parts of the country.
The minister maintained that the police
and security forces have observed restraint
when dealing with the rioters, warning that
if the illegal acts continue, they would not
show tolerance any more.
“I hope all of us think of the country’s unity,
cohesion, tranquility, security and excellence
… and any protest under the legal frameworks
is possible,” Rahmani Fazli added.
In a statement on Sunday, the Intelligence Ministry said it has successfully dealt
with the main elements behind the two-day
unrest and that appropriate measures are
taking place.
The ministry said it would take the tough
line with anyone who foments unrest and
disrupts the peace of the Iranian nation.
“Definitely, the enemies who are enthusiastic about the unrest would harvest nothing
but shame and disgrace,” the statement added.

Iranians’ vigilance in face of media war

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN – While the
d
e
s
k fate of Britain is in ambiguity as the country’s officials have been
unable to handle the Brexit issue despite
the passage of three years, London, instead
of concentrating on settling awful internal
problems, is still actively busy in disseminating
discord among people in other countries by
riding on waves of protests.
While real independent-seekers in
Scotland are under Britain’s political and
security pressure, notorious news networks,
including the BBC, have embarked on riding
on some protests and riots. For instance, in
the protests that have followed rationing and
raising gas price in Iran, these networks try to
sow discord among the people to materialize

their own objectives.
Definitely and certainly, the name of the
BBC news network has always been tied with
wickedness. The BBC, in the last 40 years,
has turned into a channel for transferring
message of ill-wishers and enemies of the
Iranian nation and establishment, but at the
end the news network has failed to achieve
its goals.
In protests to the gas price rise in Iran,
the BBC has launched a disinformation campaign and seeking to incite violence, yet the
network’s move is doomed to failure.
Instead of resorting to propagandistic
media warfare in regard to protests over
petrol price rises in Iran which were also
accompanied by some violent acts by some

thugs, the BBC should prepare a report on
the current crises in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and the Wales. Beyond that,
it should prepare an analysis on the reasons
behind the weakening of the royal family and
the Queen herself.
The BBC’s move will fail as the severity
of the protests in Iran is decreasing rapidly.
The BBC should find an answer for the
question why does Britain, especially after
the Brexit referendum, has become weaker
and more vulnerable day by day?
The BBC’s strategy of sowing discord has
been followed by the Iran International news
network, which has been set up and supported
by the Saudis and the Zionist regime of Israel.
The Saudis who are principally alien to

democracy and republicanism and give the
most crushing response to any form of protest
against the Riyadh rulers - the most concrete
example is slaughtering journalist and critic Jamal Khashoggi - are now encouraging
protests in Iran.
The Saudi rulers’ criminality has left
no place before the Iranian nation, so their
pro-democracy and freedom-seeking claims
regarding the recent protests in Iran are abhorrent.
Undoubtedly, as it has always been proven, the Iranian nation will choose the most
logical and clever reaction towards the joint
propagandistic plots applied by Saudi Arabia
and Britain and will cause another heavy
defeat for them.

Judiciary chief: Atmosphere in Iran is to resist pressure, fight corruption

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Judiciary
d
e
s
k Chief Hojjatoleslam Ebrahim Raeisi said on Sunday that atmosphere
in Iran is to resist the economic war launched
against the country and also fight against corruption.
The top judge made the remarks during
a meeting with Hezbollah Deputy Secretary
General Sheikh Naim Qassem in Tehran.
“Today, two atmospheres are highlighted in
Iran. One is atmosphere of resistance instead
of negotiation and the other is atmosphere of
fight against corruption,” Raeisi remarked.
He also said that fighting corruption in
Lebanon was upon the people’s request and
will help stabilize the country.
Elsewhere, he said that animosities against
the regional people have become more complicated and therefore more vigilance is required

to counter them.
For his part, Sheikh Naim Qassem said Iran’s
fight against corruption should be a model for
other countries.
In a meeting of the Supreme Council of
the Judiciary in October, Raeisi said that the
economic system should be transparent in
order to prevent corruption.
“The main strategy to prevent corruption is
making the country’s economic system transparent and institutionalizing transparency,”
he said.
Raisi’s Judiciary has in recent months
launched a fresh attempt to combat corruption, which has so far seen the arrest of many
individuals, including some judges.
The top judge’s anti-corruption campaign
has been lauded by lawmakers, a hundred of
whom released a statement last month to thank

him for his efforts.
Hegemonic system seeks to cause
new crises in the region: Shamkhani
In a separate meeting with Sheikh Naim
Qassem, Ali Shamkhani, secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security Council (SNSC),
said that the hegemonic system seeks to cause
new crises in region.
“After collapse of Daesh, as the element of the
United States and the Zionist regime of Israel
in the region, the hegemonic system seeks to
cause new crises in the region,” Shamkhani said.
The top security official added, “Strategy of
causing chaos in Lebanon was in line with making up for failures in other (resistance) fronts,
however, it was defeated by the Lebanese people’s vigilance.”
He also noted that the “child killer” regime
of Israel is the chief root of chaos and crises in

the region.
For his part, the Hezbollah deputy leader
said that Lebanon will not let Israel achieve its
objectives in the region.

Shamkhani says anti-revolutionary elements behind unrest in Iran

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN – Ali Shamkhani, secretary of the
d
e
s
k Supreme National Security Council (SNSC),
has said that anti-revolutionary elements and the Mujahedin-e
Khalq Organization (MKO or MEK) are behind the unrest over
gasoline price hike in Iran, an MP said on Sunday.
“Mr. Shamkhani pointed to documents which show that
in the past two days, organized groups of anti-revolutionaries
attacked police forces. They carried fire weapons and caused
harms to banks and public properties,” Ahmad Amirabadi stated.
Shamkhani attended a meeting of the Majlis (parliament)

on Sunday. The meeting was closed to cameras.
The government decided on Friday to cut petrol subsidies
to fund support for the poor. Petrol in Iran still remains among
the cheapest in the world.
According to a statement published by National Iranian Oil
Products Distribution Company, the price for a liter of regular
gasoline was increased to 15,000 rials (nearly 35 cents at the
official rate of 42,000 rials per dollar) from 10,000 rials and
the monthly ration for each passenger car was set at 60 liters.
Additional purchases would cost 30,000 rials per liter.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
on Sunday expressed support for the decision.
Speaking to his theology students, Ayatollah Khamenei said
he has previously announced that since he is not an expert on
the issue, he would support any decision made by heads of the
three branches of government and the experts.
The Leader voiced sympathy with people who feel the
decision would harm them economically, but condemned any
act of sabotage that has been carried out by some hooligans and
supported by Iran’s enemies.

Police: No mercy towards disruptors of order
TEHRAN (FNA) — Spokesman of Law Enforcement Police Brigadier General Ahmad
Nourian announced on Sunday that the police
forces will not allow insecurity and disruption
of the general order during the protest rallies
against the gasoline rationing.
“The Law Enforcement Police will act upon
its natural and legal duty and will not compromise those who disrupt the order and security
and will identify and confront the ringleaders
and their field agents,” General Nourian said.
He referred to the Friday and Saturday

rallies to protest at the hike in prices and rationing of gasoline in Iran that in some cases
turned violent, and said the police will act upon
its responsibilities to restore tranquility and
security based on people’s demands.
Reports on Friday and Saturday said
crowds of 50 to 150 people staged gatherings in Mashhad and Sirjan and some cities
of Khuzestan province to voice protest against
the unexpected rise in gas prices, adding that
protesters dispersed after talking with police
and other citizens who invited them to preserve

peace and calm.
Some small gatherings were formed in some
cities of Iran on Friday evening and Saturday
in protest at a rise in gas price which was put
into practice at Thursday midnight.
According to reports, the protests were
more in Sirjan in Kerman province, and some
cities in Khuzestan province.
In Ahvaz, the provincial capital city of
Khuzestan, some gatherings of 100 to 150
were formed in different spots in the city where
protesters chanted against the increase in the

gas price.
The protests subsided after police and a
number of citizens mediated and demanded calm, but traffic congestion caused by the
gatherings cleared later.
A similar traffic problem was reported in
Mashhad, but the situation is reported calm
and peaceful in the early hours of Saturday.
In Sirjan, a city in Southeastern province
of Kerman, a similar story happened, but new
reports recount that peace and order has been
restored.
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Speaker: Majlis needs time to
reform gas price rise plan
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — The Iranid
e
s
k an parliament speaker
announced on Sunday that the Majlis
economic committee has been committed
to review gas price rise plan in details
which of course must be carried out in
a calm condition.
Majlis held a closed door session on
gas subsidy reform on Sunday morning.
“Today, since 8:00 o’clock in the
morning there have been a number of
arguments over the current developments (surrounding the gas price rise)
and subsidies at the closed session of
Majlis. Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council Ali Shamkhani
participated in the session and briefed the
legislators with a report on the current
developments.”
“The Majlis Economic Committee has
been ordered to hold meetings with the
bazaar regulation staff, the Judiciary panel
and Government Ta’azirat Organization
in order to settle the people’s problems
regarding gas price rise,” Larijani explained.
Government Ta’azirat Organization
is a body tasked to monitor prices and
fine those who sell their goods at higher
prices.
Larijani further said, as an important
step, the government should first directly
pay revenues it will gain from rise in gas
price to prove that it is resolved to do

its promise.
Very late on Thursday, the National
Iranian Oil Products Distribution Company (NIOPDC) issued a statement to
recount details for new prices of gasoline
in the country. It was followed by another
statement in early Friday by Head of the
Management and Planning Organization
(MPO) Mohammad Baqer Nobakht who
said that the revenues will be allocated

to 60 million people in the form of cash
subsidy.
According to the new pricing echelon,
the subsidized fee of 10,000 rials (almost
8.3 cents) per liter is increased to 15,000
rials (almost 12.5 cents) per liter, a 50%
rise, which is offered at a limited rate of
60 liters per month.
However, the price for non-rationed
supply of the gas is still subsidized and

below the level of price offered in majority of the neighboring countries. The
non-rationed price is set at 30,000 rials
(almost 25 cents) per liter and there is no
limitation for buying non-rationed fuel.
The statement added that the price
for the compressed natural gas (CNG)
and diesel gas will remain unchanged.
Following the government’s decision
to reduce gas subsidy, people in certain
cities poured into the streets to protest
the decision. However, some vandals
and rioters misused the protests to do
sabotage acts, attacking banks and destroying public and private property.
Prosecutor General Mohammad Jafar Montazeri on Saturday gave a stern
warning to those who try to disrupt the
society’s security, noting that the people
will not allow such rancorous elements
to derail their economic-based protests
against gas price rise.
“The people will certainly separate
their path with a few disruptors who
have embarked on blocking roads and
attacking the public places. The people
surely hate such violent acts,” the prosecutor general said.
“Based on law, such disruptive acts
are considered as crime, so the police
and judicial bodies are committed to
counter those disruptors who embark
on damaging public properties and places,” he stressed.

The Quran’s teachings show best way for Muslim unity: expert
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — Hossein Sheikholeslam,
d
e
s
k an expert on international affairs who
served as deputy foreign minister and ambassador for
years, has said that Muslims must act based on the teaching of the Quran to maintain unity.
“All the Muslims believe in the Quran and teachings
of the Prophet which are best ways to maintain unity in
the world of Islam,” ISNA quoted him as saying in an
interview on Sunday.
He also noted that Iran is the axis of resistance against
hegemony and arrogant powers.
Iran hosted the 33rd International Islamic Unity Conference
on November 14-16. It took place on the birth anniversary
of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH). Over 350 elites and figures
from 93 countries participated in the conference.
Ayatollah Mohsen Araki, secretary-general of the World
Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought, along

with 250 Sunni clerics from Iran attended the forum.
The conference was hosted by the World Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought.
Addressing the unity conference, President Hassan Rouhani highlighted the importance of following the Prophet to
counter aggressions of the United States, the Zionist regime
of Israel and regional reactionary countries against Muslims.
The Prophet brought a modern civilization for the
world with his miracles of the Book, wisdom, ethics and
politics, he said.
Rouhani also said Iran seeks “brotherhood” and “unity”
in the region and vehemently dismissed claims by Israel
and the U.S. that Tehran is seeking hegemony in the region,
“The main privilege for us is following the Prophet. We
do not seek to conquer any land or be like an empire. What
we want in the region is brotherhood and unity,” he told
participants at the Islamic Unity Conference.

Intelligence Ministry says has identified main elements behind unrest
A number of banks and government
buildings have been set ablaze.
Police spokesman said on Sunday that
the force will counter those who seek to
undermine national security.
“In current circumstances, some individuals who are led by enemies outside the country are taking advantage
of people’s demands to undermine the
public security and order,” said Second
Brigadier General Ahmad Noorian, according to Mehr.

1
Meanwhile, Mohammad Baqer
Nobakht, head of the Management and
Planning Organization (MPO), has said
that about 60 million people out of the
82 million population will get an extra
monthly bonus to compensate for the
rise in petrol prices.
“The first payments will be made within
the next week or 10 days,” he said.
Following the move, however, a number
of Iranian cities saw sporadic protesters
that turned violent in some cases.

Police Chief Hossein Ashtari on Sunday
called on protestors to separate their way
from vandals who are trying to create chaos.
Ashtari said those thugs who have
damaged public and private property
have been identified and will face the
consequences of their actions in due time.
The brigadier general added that investigations show that anti-Islamic Revolution
centers and monafeqin (a common name
for the Mujahedin Khalq Organization
in Iran) are behind the sabotage acts.

3

Guardian Council: People entitled
to oppose executive decisions
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — The spokesman for the Guardian
d
e
s
k Council of the Constitution said that opposing
executive decisions is an inevitable right of the people, but stressed
that public properties should not be damaged in the protests.

Pointing to a recent rise in gas price and the people’s reaction
to it, Abbas Ali Kadkhodaei wrote in his tweeter account that
“persuasion and satisfaction of the people, no surprising them,
are necessary while implementing important decisions.”
“Opposing executive decisions is a right of the people, but,
(in protests) public order and properties and national unity and
consensus should not be harmed,” he remarked.
Very late on Thursday, the National Iranian Oil Products Distribution Company (NIOPDC) issued a statement to recount details
for new prices of gasoline in the country, which was followed by
another statement in early Friday by Vice-President and Head of
the Management and Planning Organization (MPO) Mohammad
Baqer Nobakht who said that the revenues will be paid in the
form cash subsidy to 60 million people.
On Saturday, Prosecutor General Mohammad Jafar Montazeri gave a stern warning to those who try to disrupt the
society’s security, noting that the people will not allow such
rancorous elements to derail their economic-based protests
against gas price rise.
“The people will certainly separate their path from a small
number disruptors who have embarked on blocking roads and
attacking public places. The people surely hate such violent acts,”
the prosecutor general said.
“Based on law, such disruptive acts are considered as crime,
so the police and judicial bodies are committed to counter
those disruptors who embark on damaging public properties
and places,” he stressed.

Judiciary to closely
monitor gasoline price hike
implementation: Raisi
1
He also urged the security officials to diligently deliver on
their duty in countering the protests and respect the rights of the
citizens who have been concerned about the sudden price hike.
Late on Thursday, the National Iranian Oil Products Distribution Company (NIOPDC) issued a statement to recount details
for new prices of fuels in the country, which was followed by
another statement on early Friday by Management and Planning
Organization chief (MPO) Mohammad Baqer Nobakht who said
that the revenues from price increase will be paid in form of cash
subsidy to 60 million people.

Anti-Revolution organizations behind the unrest: police chief
TEHRAN (MNA) — Iran’s Police Chief Brigadier
General Hossein Ashtari named anti-Revolution organizations as the main supporters of the last two
days of unrest in Iran.
Referring to the rationing of gasoline and the price
hike, he urged everyone to respect the approved regulations.
The commander underlined that the Police will
encounter all the disturbers to protect Iranians’ properties and security.
“Thanks to the efforts made, some disturbers have
been identified and arrested,” he added.
He reiterated that in accordance with the gathered
documents and proofs, anti-Revolution forces have
played a key role in backing the recent unrest in Iran.
Ashtari added that the police have access to improved facilities to have an intelligence dominance
in the country.
Based on a decision made by the Judiciary, Legislative and Administrative branches, the government

implemented a new gasoline rationing and price revision plan on Friday. Following the decision, a number
of Iranian cities saw sporadic protesters that turned

violent in some cases.
President Hassan Rouhani said the government has
no intention to receive any portion of the hike despite
the economic woes in the country. He added that the
government’s move to increase the gasoline prices
would be beneficial to the Iranian people, particularly
those who are going through economic hardships.
Mohammad Baqer Nobakht, head of the Planning
and Budget Organization, has said that about 60 million people out of the 82 million population will get
an extra monthly bonus to compensate for the rise in
petrol prices. He did not provide details.
Iran’s police spokesman said on Sunday that the force
will counter those who seek to undermine the public
security of the country. “In current circumstances, some
individuals who are led by enemies outside the country are
taking advantage of people’s demands to undermine the
public security and order,” said Second Brigadier General
Ahmad Noorian, the spokesperson of Law Enforcement
Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

U.S. blames Iran for Gaza flare-up, urges Arab military alliance
TEHRAN (Press TV) — U.S. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo has claimed that Iran is
behind the latest bout of violence triggered
by Israel’s assassination of a top commander
in the besieged Gaza Strip.
In tweets posed on Saturday, Pompeo alleged that Tehran is using the Islamic Jihad
movement as a “proxy” to strike Israel and
fuel regional conflict.
“Iran does not want peace in the region.
It does not want the Palestinian people to
prosper. It wants more conflict. Until we
address Iran’s threats, the cycle of violence
will continue,” he wrote.
Pompeo also called for pressure on Iran
to continue in order to force the country to
the negotiating table for a new deal to replace
the 2015 nuclear agreement, from which the
U.S. withdrew unilaterally in May 2018.

“The way forward is clear: continued pressure until Iran negotiates a comprehensive
agreement that includes halting its support
to” Islamic Jihad.
From the predawn Tuesday to Thursday
morning, Israel and Islamic Jihad fought a
battle, in which Tel Aviv conducted dozens
of aerial assaults on Gaza and the resistance
group fired hundreds of retaliatory rockets
and mortar shells into the occupied lands.
The escalation erupted after Israel assassinated senior Islamic Jihad commander Baha
Abu al-Ata, along with his wife, in a targeted
strike on their home in Gaza.
A similar Israeli air raid also hit the home
of another Islamic Jihad commander in Syria
on Tuesday, but missed the target.
Israel then submitted to a ceasefire which
met all conditions set by Islamic Jihad, ac-

cording to the Palestinian movement.
Pompeo’s remarks are apparently aimed at
anesthetizing Arab regimes which largely kept
silent as ferocious Israeli airstrikes targeted
Gaza, killing at least 34 people, including
many women and children.
The U.S. administration has been playing a key role in bringing Israel and Arab
regimes together around the key goal of
confronting Iran.
U.S. Air Force chief urges united
Arab military
On Saturday, U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff
David Goldfein urged the Persian Gulf Arab
states to resolve their differences and unify
their military capabilities in the face of Iran.
Washington sees an ongoing rift that Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt have
with Qatar as a threat to its push for a united

front against Iran and has unsuccessfully
tried to mediate the dispute.
Asked if he thought the Qatar rift could
soon be settled, he said, “Certainly I am
hopeful.”
In June 2017, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Bahrain, and the UAE imposed a land, naval and
air blockade on import-dependent Qatar,
accusing Doha of supporting terrorism, an
allegation strongly denied by Doha.
The Saudi-led bloc presented Qatar with
a list of demands and gave it an ultimatum
to comply with them or face consequences.
Doha, however, refused to meet the demands
and stressed that it would not abandon its
independent foreign policy.
Qatar hosts al-Udeid air base, the largest U.S. military facility in the region, while
Bahrain is home to the Navy’s Fifth Fleet.

According to the new pricing echelon, the subsidized fee of
10,000 rials (almost 8.3 cents) per liter is increased to 15,000
rials (almost 12.5 cents) per liter, a 50% rise, which is offered at
a limited rate of 60 liters per month.
However, the price for non-rationed supply of the gas is still
subsidized and below the level of price offered in neighboring
countries. The non-rationed price is set at 30,000 rials (almost 25
cents) per liter and there is no limit for buying non-rationed fuel.
Protests have been held in several Iranian cities with people
calling on the government to reverse its decision. The demonstrations, however, have turned violent in some cities, and clashes
have been reported between security forces and certain elements
damaging public properties.

Above 100 banks, shops
plundered in the unrest: report
TEHRAN (MNA) — According to the made estimations by an
Iranian security organization, during the organized unrest in
the past two days, following the implantation of gasoline price
amendments scheme, some 100 banks and 57 shops were set
on fire or plundered.
As the same report confirms, the number of disturbers and
troublemakers in the unrest stood at 87,400 individuals across
Iran, of which 82,200 were men and 5,200 women, major number
of who did not get involved in the core of the unrest and were
only witnessing the ongoing events.
Those involved at the core of the unrest were trained forces
ready to make trouble abusing the Iranian nations’ peaceful protests about gasoline prices hike, the report said.
Khuzestan, Tehran, Fars, and Kerman were the provinces where
the major damages were made to public and private properties.
An exact data is not presently available form the number of
the death toll of the events, yet.
By the present time, about 1,000 individuals have been arrested in this regard while further investigation is underway.
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Iran invests $1b to expand
copper production near
Turkish border
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Iran’s copper sector seeks massive
d
e
s
k expansion of activities in an industrial province
northwest of the country as it eyes more exports to Turkey where
demand for the precious metal is expected to surge in the coming
years, Press TV reported.
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Iran’s 7-month non-oil imports
down over 5% yr/yr
1
As reported, China, Iraq, Turkey,
United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Afghanistan
were the top five export destinations of Iranian
products, while China, UAE, Turkey, India,
and Germany were the five major exporters
of goods to Iran in the first sevent months
of the current year.
As the Iran’s top trade partner, China
accounted for 25 percent of the county’s nonoil exports, importing nearly $6 billion worth
of commodities from Iran in the mentioned
seven months.
Iraq followed China closely by importing
nearly $5 billion worth of various goods,
accounting for 21 percent of Iran’s total
exports.
As previously announced by IRICA, the
value of Iran’s non-oil exports stood at $44.3
billion in the previous Iranian year, while
$42.6 billion worth of commodities were
shipped into the country.
Iran shares border with fifteen countries,

namely the United Arab Emirates, Iraq,
Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia,
Oman, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Kuwait,

Iranian, Chinese private sectors stress co-op of SMEs

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN – A trade delegation
d
e
s
k from Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA) attended a
meeting with representatives of Shanghai International
Cooperation Association of Small and Medium Enterprises
(SME), wherein the two sides stressed expansion of
cooperation between their SMEs.
As reported by the portal of TCCIMA on Saturday, in
the meeting TCCIMA Head Masoud Khansari underlined
the important role of SMEs in boosting trade between the
two countries, saying “In the current situation, SMEs have
great potentials and opportunities for expanding the trade
relations between the two nations.”
Khansari further pointed to the historical trade relations
between the two countries, calling China Iran’s top trade
partner.
The trade turnover between the two countries reached
$32 billion in the past Iranian calendar year, according
to the official.

Meanwhile, the chairman of the Chinese entity for his part
voiced his country’s eagerness for boosting trade relations
with Iran, saying that the two countries’ economies are
complementary to each other.
He expressed hope that the visit of the Iranian delegation
could provide good opportunities for the two sides to further
expand their mutual cooperation in various areas.
Elsewhere in the meeting, the two sides emphasized the
need for exchanging information regarding their private
sectors and their market needs in order to determine
potential areas for mutual cooperation.
Headed by Masoud Khansari, the Iranian delegation is
visiting China to explore avenues of economic cooperation
between the two countries’ private sectors.
Earlier on Wednesday, TCCIMA signed a trilateral
memorandum of understand (MOU) for cooperation with
China Chamber of International Commerce (CCOIC) and
the Iranian Chamber of Commerce in the North China
region of Beijing on Wednesday.

No worries over supply of basic goods:
GTC head
Head of the National Iranian Copper Industries Company
(NICICO) said last week that around $1 billion had already been
invested in mining and production of copper in East Azarbaijan Province, a center of industry and business near the Iranian-Turkish border.
Ardeshir Sa’ad Mohammadi said that the investment plans were
aimed to allow Iran raise its share of copper exports to Turkey,
a country he said is importing 500,000 tons of copper cathode
from Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan each year.
Sa’ad Mohammadi said NICICO’s main objective was to enable the copper industry in East Azarbaijan to capture at least
20 percent of Turkey’s import market within the next two years.
He added that main copper projects introduced in the region
included a smelter, a refinery and a third phase of concentrate
production at the sprawling Sungun Mine, the largest open-cast
copper mine in Iran located around 150 kilometers from the
provincial capital of Tabriz, Iran’s sixth largest city.
Iran is tapping into its mines and metals deposits like never
before as it feels the pressure of the American sanctions that
have hampered its access to normal oil revenues.
That comes as the United States has specifically targeted Iran’s
trade and production of metals with a series of bans since May
this year.
Experts believe the sanctions would fail to stifle Iran’s growth
in the sector as customers have used third countries for imports
of metals from Iran.
Sa’ad Mohammadi said development of the copper industry in
northwest Iran was an urgent necessity given the rising demand
for the metal in the world.
He said the European Union had identified copper as a primary
field for investment mainly because of the demand that would be
created as a result of electrification in the automotive industry.
The senior industrialist said a maximum of 20 kilograms of
copper is used in the production of normal cars, adding that the
figure increases fourfold to 80 kilograms in the electric cars.

Germany can reduce its
external surplus
At just below 8 percent of GDP, Germany’s current-account
surplus is the highest of any country in the world. Since the
2008 financial crisis, the size of the German surplus has raised
hackles around the world, and it remains a topic of concern at
the International Monetary Fund and other global institutions.
According to jordantimes.com, nonetheless, early this year,
Germany’s Economy Minister Peter Altmaier’s Scientific Advisory Council published a report with a conclusion that is nothing
short of astonishing: Germany, the report says, has no available
instruments to reduce its massive external imbalance.
That finding comes after repeated complaints about the German surplus from U.S. President Donald Trump’s administration, which has threatened to impose import tariffs and other
protectionist measures. Even during former president Barack
Obama’s administration, the United States repeatedly called on
the German government to reduce its surplus. More recently, the
G20 made “global imbalances” one of its central areas of concern.
By suggesting that Germany cannot do anything about its
current-account balance, the Scientific Advisory Council of the
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy is not offering
sound advice. The current-account balance reflects the difference
between exports and imports. To reduce its massive surplus,
Germany can either reduce its exports or increase its imports,
or do both at the same time. Both options are within the government’s power to pursue.

Qatar, Kazakhstan, Armenia, Bahrain, and
Saudi Arabia.
Based on the data published by Trade

Promotion Organization of Iran (TPO), the
value of trade with the neighboring countries
stood at over $36.5 billion in the past Iranian
calendar year, which is about 41 percent
of the country’s total non-oil trade in the
mentioned time span.
Iran plans to launch 15 mega export
projects to identify more target markets,
according to TPO former head.
Mohammadreza Modoudi said with the
implementation of these projects, which
mainly focus on the markets of neighboring
countries, identifying professional trade and
promoting export of non-oil commodities
will be put on agenda, Mehr news agency
reported.
The official further referred to the $1.7
billion positive trade balance in the country’s
non-oil trade in the past Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 20, 2019), and said
this positive balance was achieved through
cooperation with the private sector.

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN – Managd
e
s
k ing director of Iranian
state-run Government Trading Corporation (GTC) said there are no worries over
the supply of basic goods in the country,
IRIB reported.
Speaking on the sidelines of a Trade
Ministry’s market regulation meeting on
Sunday, Yazdan Seif noted that a look into
the markets clearly indicates that there
are no shortages in terms of basic goods
across the country.
Officials from several government bodies
attended the meeting to discuss the market
conditions and ways of managing it.
In the event, deputy head of State Livestock Affairs Logistics (SLAL) said basic
commodities in the country have been more
than the planned amount since last year,
adding that “Fortunately, 7.5 million tons
of feed has been purchased since last year,
some of which is already unloaded, some
is in ports, and some is being shipped into
the country.”
The official further mentioned the gasoline rationing plan and noted that the
increase in gasoline prices won’t have any
impact on the prices of other commodity
groups.
340,000 tons of livestock feed
shipped to Chabahar
Elsewhere in the meeting, director

Yazdan Seif, the managing director of
Government Trading Corporation (GTC)
general of Ports and Maritime Department of Sistan-Baluchestan Province
said since the Iranian calendar month
of Mehr (started on September 22)
four vessels have delivered a total of
340,000 tons of livestock feed to Iran
through Chabahar Port (in southeast
of the country), Tasnim news agency
reported.
According to Behrouz Aghaie, since
the government has authorized its affiliated bodies like State Livestock Affairs Logistics (SLAL) and Government
Trading Corporation of Iran (GTC) to
import their needed commodities through
Chabahar Port, several such cargoes have
been unloaded in the port.

The MOU was signed during a meeting between the
Iranian trade delegation and representatives of CCOIC
and the Iranian Chamber of Commerce in the North China
region.

TEDPIX down 4,500 points
in a day
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — TEDd
e
s
k PIX, the main index of
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped
4,300 points to 302,340 on Sunday, IRIB
reported.
As reported, 3.252 billion securities
worth 13.118 trillion rials (about $312.3
million) were traded through 238,133
deals on Sunday.
Most of the deals were related to the
banks, refineries, carmakers and power
generation units.
On Friday, Mehr news agency reported
that TEDPIX has risen 71 percent since
the beginning of current Iranian calendar
year (March 21).
Citing the data released by Iran’s
Securities and Exchange Organization
(SEO), the report said that the index has
gained 126,435 points to 307,094 since
the beginning of this year.
The SEO’s provided data indicated
that 632.178 billion securities worth 2.178
quadrillion rials (about $51.8 billion) have
been traded through 55.7 million deals
during the mentioned period of time.
The report also said that the first market’s index has increased 88,829 points or
66 percent and the second market’s index
has risen 281,593 points or 81 percent
since the year start.
While lagging the parallel markets

of foreign currency, gold coin, and real
estate behind, Iran’s stock market hit a
new record during the first half of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
21-September 22), as TEDPIX closed
at an all-time high of 302,103 points.
It is while the index had stood at
178,000 points at the end of the previous calendar year.
Experiencing a growth of 74 percent
during the first six months of the present
year, TSE witnessed its best performance
since the Iranian calendar year of 1382
(March 2003-March 2004).
Also as reported, Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) exchange market, known as Iran
Fara Bourse, has experienced a noticeable
positive performance during the first half,
as its main index IFX gained 78 percent
during the mentioned period of time.

Should ASEAN join the Blue Dot Network?
The unveiling of the United States’ (U.S.) Blue Dot Network raises
several questions about the country’s commitment to ASEAN
after signs of fading interest in the region.
Seen as a counterbalance to China’s extensive Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), the Blue Dot Network aims to promote sustainable
infrastructure development in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond.
But with no ASEAN leaders picking up the cause so far, it does
not look like the network will gain much traction in the region.
U.S. influence had been on the wane long before President
Donald Trump took office in January 2017, with Dr. Tang Siew Mun,
Head of the ASEAN Studies Centre at Singapore’s ISEAS-Yusof
Ishak Institute, arguing that the U.S. “has been playing catch-up
to China’s charm offensive since the turn of the new century.”
Rising nationalism, mounting protectionism and a 16-month
trade war with China that has hurt the global economy has led
to increasing frustration with recent U.S.’ foreign policy, feelings
which were heightened when Trump skipped the ASEAN Summit
in Bangkok earlier this month after also missing last year’s event
in Singapore.
The ASEAN Summit provided Trump with the perfect platform
to pitch the Blue Dot Network to the leaders of the 10 ASEAN
countries.
Instead, he sent National Security Adviser Robert O’Brien
and Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross in his place – saying he
was tied up with election campaign events in the U.S.
In an apparent snub at Trump’s decision not to travel to the
Thai capital, the U.S.-ASEAN Summit was only attended by the
heads of states of three ASEAN members.
One ASEAN diplomat said it “was not appropriate for ASEAN
to send leaders when the U.S. representation is not on parity” and

another refuted claims of a boycott – instead saying that “other
leaders have other meetings to attend to.”
Introducing regional initiatives
Clearly, the time was not right for the U.S. to introduce any
regional initiatives – especially one that provided so few concrete
details other than it would be led by the US’ Overseas Private
Investment Corporation (OPIC), Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and Japan Bank for International
Cooperation (JBIC).
Despite that, the U.S. chose to roll out its Blue Dot Network
at the U.S.-ASEAN Summit – with the word ‘trust’ a crucial part
of the narrative.
The “Blue Dot Network not only creates a solid foundation
for infrastructure global trust standards but reinforces the need
for the establishment of umbrella global trust standards in other sectors,” said U.S. Department of State Under Secretary for
Economic Growth, Energy and the Environment, Keith Krach,
during the launch.
“Such global trust standards, which are based on respect for
transparency and accountability, sovereignty of property and resources, local labor and human rights, rule of law, the environment,
and sound governance practices in procurement and financing,
have been driven not just by private sector companies and civil
society but also by governments around the world,” added Krach.
Is ASEAN ready to place its trust in another multilateral economic treaty with the U.S.?
One only has to look back to the Trans Pacific Partnership
(TPP), a free-trade pact that was once billed as the world’s biggest,
to see how such a partnership may turn sour.
The trade deal was on the cards since 2008 and was set to

integrate the ASEAN markets of Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore
and Vietnam with major global economies such as the US, Japan,
Australia and Canada.
Although Trump abandoned the TPP in January 2017 in one
of his first moves as president, uncertainty surrounding the trade
deal was a concern even before Trump took over the White House.
Perhaps Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong summed
up his counterparts’ sentiments about the U.S.’ possible withdrawal when he asked in 2016: “How can anybody believe in
you anymore?”
But with the BRI now having spread its arms as far as Italy
and Germany, the US feels that it has to act quickly to counter
the ambitious trade and infrastructure network which Chinese
President Xi Jinping announced in 2013.
China’s Belt and Road
Chad Sbragia, the U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for China, recently called for “diplomatic, economic and security
efforts to respond to China’s Belt and Road activities,” stressing
that they have to be integrated better than they were in the past.
While the Blue Dot Network will have no lending function
of its own and serve instead as a catalyst for private finance,
the BRI, in comparison, is bank-rolled by Chinese state-owned
banks and companies – offering relatively poorer countries
with some welcome investment and easy loans, albeit at high
interest rates.
Crucially, unlike the Blue Dot Network, the BRI does not come
with a host of pre-conditions such as respect for “local labor and
human rights, rule of law and the environment” – all areas which
ASEAN will have a tough time trying to meet U.S. standards.
(Source: theaseanpost.com)
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IGTC completely
ready for gas supply
during winter
E N E R G Y TEHRAN — Iranian Gas
d
e
s
k Transmission Company
(IGTC)’s managing director said his company
is completely prepared for sustainable gas
supply throughout the country during winter,
Shana reported.
Saeid Tavakoli said besides repairing
several gas pipelines throughout the country, IGTC has carried out other measures in
order to ensure sustainable and secure gas
supply to Iranian subscribers in the country
during winter.
He said the company had no overhaul
plans currently and had fully carried out its
plans as scheduled, adding, “IGTC is fully
prepared for gas flow in the winter.”
Besides 305 turbo-compressors and 84
pressure stations, IGTC operates 37,169 km
of gas pipelines in Iran.
Last week, National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC)’s dispatching director said with

the recent increases in South Pars gas field
output and new lines and pressure boosting
units going on stream along the national gas
network, NIGC is ready for sustainable gas
supply during the cold season.
According to Mehdi Jamshidi Dana the
annual overhaul program for the gas network’s refineries and transmission lines is
underway since the beginning of the current
year (March 21) and has progressed more
than 95 percent.
“The program is expected to be completed
by mid-November based on the schedule,”
he added.
He further mentioned NIGC’s preparation
meetings prior to the cold season, saying
“Like previous years, weekly meetings are
going to be held for coordinating different
sectors of the gas supply chain and for facilitating and resolving possible problems
during the winter.”

doned factories and livestock units where
the prices for electricity are exorbitantly low.
Rajabi said the government would offer
incentives to those who set up their own
power plants for mining digital currencies,
adding that the national network would back
up plants that feed from renewable sources if a failure occurs during generation of
electricity.
In late July, the government approved
cryptocurrency mining as an industrial activity, and announced that cryptocurrency
miners should get necessary licenses from
the Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry and
all the risks regarding the usage or mining
of such currencies is on the involved parties
and not subject to government or banking
system guarantees.
According to the government decision,
mining cryptocurrencies, like any other industrial activities, will be subject to tax rules

By Zafar Bhutta

In addition to the mentioned meetings,
coordination meetings with authorities of
National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) and
Power Generation, Distribution and Transmission Company (known as Tavanir) will
also be held to ensure sustainable energy
supply across the country, Jamshidi Dana said.
Back in September, NIGC managing director said the country’s two western gas
pipelines, namely the sixth and ninth pipelines, would soon be officially inaugurated.
“Five gas pressure boosting stations have

been established along the pipelines which will
ensure both gas exports and supply stability,”
Hassan Montazer Torbati said.
The sixth line of Iran’s national gas network
is more than 1200 kilometers long, carrying
gas from South Pars field in the Persian Gulf
through the provinces of Bushehr, Khuzestan,
Lorestan, Ilam and Kermanshah to the city
of Dehgolan in Kurdistan province. The
5-inch-diameter pipeline carries 110 million
cubic meters of gas from the south to the
northwest of the country on a daily basis.

and miners can only be exempted from tax
if they return part of their earned currencies
into the country’s economic cycle.
Iran has been recently wrestling with
over consumption of electricity by cryptocurrency mining farms across the country
as many have rushed to mine coins due to
cheap electricity.
In late June, Energy Ministry announced
that due to bitcoin mining processes the
country’s electricity consumption increased
by seven-percent this summer.
In early August, the government introduced new rules for regulation of cryptocurrency market as more people enter the
market to access international currencies
in the sanctions era.
According to a new bill approved by the
cabinet and published on August 4, any trade
activity involving cryprocurrencies inside
the country is illegal.

According to this bill, the government
and the banking system would not recognize cryptocurrencies as legal coins and the
Central Bank of Iran would not guarantee
their value.
However, the bill said mining digital
currencies would be allowed inside Iran
under certain conditions, including if miners obtain the approval of Iran’s industry
ministry, do not mine the currencies inside
a 30-kilometer boundary of all provincial
centers except for the capital Tehran and
the central city of Isfahan where tougher
restrictions apply.
It said the miners should also observe rules
set by Iran’s standardization and communications authorities for mining machines,
adding that certain fees will be applied for
the energy used for mining the currencies.
As for the energy prices, the bill said
authorized mining farms should be charged
for the electricity, or the natural gas used to
generate electricity, based on prices applied
for the electricity exports.
It said mining farms would be taxed like
industrial manufacturing units unless the
owners return the money earned from the
export of their digital currencies back to
Iran’s economic cycle.
The bill said Iran’s ministry of industry
shall be free to devolve its powers to authorities in special economic zones if foreigners
want to set up mining farms in those areas.
The new rules came more than a month
after reports suggested that mining farms
were mushrooming across Iran in places
where subsidized electricity was on offer.
Authorities had hinted in the midst of a
crackdown on those farms that they would
recognize cryptocurrency mining as it could
ease government’s access to sources of foreign currency at a time of U.S. sanctions.

Could Saudi Aramco IPO kill OPEC?
The global oil market could be entering
uncharted waters in the coming weeks.
After the U.S. shale revolution, which
threatened OPEC’s hold on and the stability of the market, a new danger is
lurking around the corner.
As per conradcourier.com, the Aramco
IPO, the largest initial public offering
(IPO) in history, will not only impact
OPEC but will also have repercussions for
the Kingdom, Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, and the entire PGCC region.
Most analysts have pointed out that
there are some major issues with the
company’s financials, its valuation and
possible returns for the Kingdom. International banks are presenting their own
IPO valuations, indicating a wide range
of price targets, leaving a lot of room for
speculation. At the same time, Aramco’s
IPO prospectus indicates some threats
which seem not to have been included
in most analyses, such as the impact of
flattening oil demand growth, potential
legal repercussions if listed on Western
stock exchanges and the potential lack
of interest from U.S. and European institutional investors.
And the financials are just one thing
analysts are reviewing. Legal risks, including the 9/11 bill, the attitude of the U.S.
Congress, and the NOPEC bill could pose
a major threat to the future of Aramco.
The possibility of investing in an oil
company that could be sued for so-called
terrorism or violent actions taken by third
parties may be new but oil companies
have always been targets of legal cases.
In the recent past, we have seen several court cases and class action lawsuits
against companies such as Shell, ENI,

Total and BP. And, when listed, Aramco
will be more of a “normal” company than
it has ever been. Saudi Arabia is taking a
risk that is not yet quantifiable but which
presents a ‘clear and present danger’.
Facing the same scrutiny
Aramco could also be facing the same
scrutiny that other IOCs are currently
facing from global warming activists.
If climate cases are filed in the U.S.,
or some European countries, Aramco
could find itself in trouble. Multi-billion-dollar claims should be expected
as activists will see the world’s biggest
oil company as a symbol against which
their cause can rally.
The success of the Aramco IPO, driven
by Asian and non-Western institutional
investors, sovereign wealth funds and
even IOCs, has another non-environmental problem as well. As the main
actor within OPEC, Aramco will have
to act differently when addressing the
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PSO’s foreign borrowing cost
rises as rupee falls

Iran offers bounty for exposing illegal cryptocurrency mining

E N E R G Y TEHRAN — Iran has ofd
e
s
k fered a bounty to anyone
who exposes illegal mining of cryptocurrency in the country as new regulations are
announced for calculation of the price of
electricity used by the miners of the digital
gold, Press TV reported.
A spokesman of Iran’s Energy Ministry
has said that anyone exposing people who
use subsidized electricity for mining of digital
currencies would be rewarded with up to
20 percent of the recovery of the damage
inflicted on the power grid.
Mostafa Rajabi made the announcement
in an interview with the IRIB News as he
gave more details about the new pricing
mechanism for the electricity used by miners
of currencies like Bitcoin.
Rajabi said under new regulations, mining
digital currencies off the national electricity
grid would be banned during peak hours of
consumption in Iran, which he said spanned
over 300 hours a year.
He added that an average price for export of electricity, a fixed sum of 9,650 rials ($0.08) for each kilowatt hours (KWh),
will be used in other times of the year as a
baseline to calculate the price of the power
consumed by miners
He said the price would be half that figure
in eight cold months of the year, around
$0.04 per KWh, while it would quadruple
to $0.16 per KWh in the remaining four
months when electricity consumption increases across Iran mostly due to the warm
weather.
The new regulations come more than three
months after Iran launched a crackdown
on illegal use of subsidized electricity for
mining currencies like Bitcoin.
Reports over the summer showed police
hunting down miners in places like aban-
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market if it wants to be a real listed oil
company.
Shareholders, even from countries
that are really inclined to address global
warming issues, will still want to see
rising profits and a steady dividend. In
this increasingly difficult environment,
Aramco will have to deliver to both the
Saudi state and its new investors.
Acting as a normal oil giant will require
a serious change in attitude, management
and goals. Even though the company is
not officially directly owned or linked
to the Saudi government, the company
has always been an instrument of the
Kingdom’s geopolitical and economic
strategy.
Aramco’s production and investments
have always been clearly linked to the
future of Saudi Arabia and the geopolitical
stakeholders it represents.
On a collision course
A stock market listed Aramco would

have to break with this strategy, putting
the company on a collision course with
OPEC’s agenda. Shareholders will not
be very happy if Aramco’s production
volumes are determined by the oil cartel’s members.
On the other hand, if Aramco decides
not to comply with OPEC, it will render
the cartel powerless. At present Saudi
officials are vehemently denying that
OPEC is being threatened, so shareholders
and potential investors should be aware
of this major issue before investing in
the company.
While the risks are high, some positive
things should be noted too. The Aramco
IPO has already led to some unexpected
positive changes in the PGCC region.
One could argue that thanks to the
IPO circus, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, are not yet at war. Riyadh and Abu
Dhabi have understood that risking a
war would have not only have meant
a bloody conflict, but also the end to
most of the region’s economic and social
diversification plans.
Oil and money now seem to have prevented an all-out war with Iran. Next to
this, Saudi Arabia’s ill-fated adventure
in Yemen seems to be entering its final
phase. More and more rumors show
that the involved parties are negotiating a deal that could end the Saudi-UAE
confrontation with the Houthis. At the
same time, the anti-Qatar Arab coalition
(Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, UAE and Egypt)
have openly shown willingness to remove
some of the sanctions they imposed on
Qatar. Opening up may come with its
risks, but there may also be some more
unintended positive consequences.

State-owned oil marketing company Pakistan State Oil (PSO) has
faced a loss of billions of rupees on foreign exchange borrowing
in the wake of rupee’s sharp depreciation against the dollar in
the past around two years.
The company suffered a loss of Rs9.7 billion on account of
foreign exchange borrowing by June 30, 2018. The loss jumped
to Rs30.2 billion by June 30, 2019 but it came down to Rs28
billion by September 26, 2019.
In September this year, PSO was to receive Rs107 billion from
the power sector compared to receivables of Rs199.9 billion in
June last year. However, circular debt in the liquefied natural
gas (LNG) sector jumped due to delay in clearance of dues by
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) on LNG supply.
PSO’s receivables from SNGPL had been calculated at Rs15.9
billion in June last year, which went up to Rs64.7 billion in June
2019. In September, the receivables stood at Rs62.6 billion.
Total receivables of PSO, including late payment surcharge,
came in at Rs335.3 billion in June
last year and rose to Rs346.9
billion in June this year. The
receivables came down slightly
to Rs339.1 billion in September
2019 but many sectors still held
back their payments.
The continued increase in the
circular debt in the LNG sector
had been a major concern for
PSO.
Earlier, PSO’s core business
was oil supply but the previous
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) government diversified
the company’s business and assigned it the task of LNG import
from Qatar under a long-term government-to-government deal.
However, this venture led to the emergence of circular debt in
the LNG sector as well.
PSO’s LNG business in the first quarter of FY20 recorded
a loss of about Rs800 million because of increasing financial
charges and taxes.
“PSO is a company with diverse business portfolio that offers
a range of quality products to its customers. When looking at the
company’s performance, PSO has earned after-tax profit of Rs3.5
billion, along with growth in its market share, in Q1 of FY20,” a
PSO spokesperson told The Express Tribune.
“This came despite various challenges including the increase
in borrowing cost due to the prevailing high interest rates, and
circular debt receivables, among others.”
The spokesperson further said: The “profit of Rs3.5 billion is a
net of Rs833-million loss on LNG business, which is incurred due
to a very thin margin, high financial charges and heavy taxation
levied on import price rather than profit.”
The “financial charges were incurred and paid to banks as
SNGPL continued to default on payments to PSO against LNG
supplies. We actively remain in touch with relevant stakeholders
on this matter,” the spokesperson added.
(Source: tribune.com.pk)

Offshore wind power in Australia:
the first wind farm advances
The first proposed offshore wind farm in Australia, which could
provide enough energy for more than 1.2 million homes with wind
turbines, will begin scientific testing this month off the Victorian
coast near Gippsland.
According to evwind.es, the test comes when the trade union
movement launches a campaign to pressure state and federal
governments to pave the way for the wind power project to move
forward.
The Star of the South wind farm is expected to provide up
to 2,000 megawatts of wind power, approximately 18 percent
of the state’s energy demand, and will cost between $ 8 billion
and $ 10 billion.
In a few weeks, the company will begin detailed studies of wind
and wave conditions in an area on the south coast of Gippsland. It
will also carry out environmental studies on marine and bird life.
If feasible, the wind farm is scheduled to provide “full power”
by 2027.
The Age newspaper in Melbourne reported that unions expect
the wind farm to provide safe jobs for electricity workers in the
Latrobe Valley, where the economy has relied heavily on coal
power generation.
The Latrobe Valley was greatly affected by the closure of the
Hazelwood power plant in 2017, and the remaining coal-fired
power plants will begin to close in the coming decades.
The Age also reports that the region in general is preparing
for more job losses with the government of the Labor State by
eliminating logging of native wood by 2030, which sparked a
furious response from the Union of Maritime Mining and Forestry
Construction Energy (CFMMEU).
Earlier estimates indicated that the Star of the South wind farm
could include 250 turbines, but that has not yet been determined.
Its proposed site is between 10 kilometers and 25 kilometers
from Port Albert on the south coast of Victoria.
Fossil fuel industry
The same newspaper reported last week that a group of unions
and the Victorian Council of Commerce launched a report calling
for a “direct transition” to help redistribute fossil fuel industry
workers to jobs at Star of the South.
They want the conservative federal-national federal government to establish a “transition authority” and a master plan to
develop offshore wind energy.
It was also reported that the secretary of the Victorian Council
of Commerce, Luke Hilakari, said that political leadership was
required to ensure that workers and communities that rely on
fossil fuels are not discarded in the “scrap heap.”
“This transition must be handled in a way that ensures that
workers and their communities are put to the front and center,”
he said.
The union’s report suggests that the wind farm could create 300
jobs in progress and 2000 construction jobs. The report was also
produced by the maritime, electrical and manufacturing unions.
A spokeswoman for Star of the South said the winds were
stronger and more reliable at sea, “providing stability to the network at peak times.”
“We are investigating what the South Star could mean for
Gippsland and the local industry, including how we could help
restructure and invest in the local workforce to develop a marine
wind industry in Australia,” he said.
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Many questions for India
after temple verdict
By Ding Gang
The Indian Supreme Court’s decision on Saturday made history
by clearing the decks for the construction of a Hindu temple by
giving the ownership of a disputed plot of land at Ayodhya in the
northern state of Uttar Pradesh to Hindus.This site is regarded
as the birthplace of Hindu God Ram who is revered across the
country as the hero of the eponymous epic Ramayan. However,
before 1992, it was where the Babri Masjid (mosque named after
founder of the Mughal dynasty, Babur) - built in 1528 - stood.
Surrounding the mosque in the pilgrim town are plenty of religious sites for Hindus and Muslims.
The two sides have fiercely fought over the site for decades.
Their widespread conflict reached a climax on December 6, 1992,
when a group of Hindu activists demolished the historical mosque.
It sparked nationwide riots between Hindus and Muslims and the
communal carnage took the lives of around 2,000 people. Since
then, the incident has been a communal flash point in multi-religious India keeping successive governments on tenterhooks.
Although some Muslims believe the verdict on Saturday is “a
victory of faith over facts,” the general reaction of Indian society
has been relatively calm. Accused of trying to vitiate the atmosphere through social media posts, 77 people have been arrested
by the Uttar Pradesh police.
If it does not lead to major communal conflicts in the long
term, the verdict will have a marked influence on the country
and is of historical significance for the stability of India.However,
it may not completely do away with the acrimony between the
two religions.Since independence in 1947, India’s history has
been checkered by religious conflicts, becoming an obstacle to
the country’s progress. It has been one of the main reasons why
successive Indian governments failed to achieve the goal of national modernization.
Without a harmonious society with a common national identity, the government finds it hard to exercise executive force.The
Indian political system is based on the one left behind by British
colonists. Seven decades of post-independence rule shows that
this system is not capable of building a unified national identity
among all ethnic groups and religions in India. Its success is only
to put different religions and ethnicities in one system, diverse
and splintered.
Since current Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi took
office, he has used the power of Hinduism to attract people, win
support, deepen their sense of identity, and augment authority.
This practice has led to rising religious nationalism in India,
which further increased the divide among religions.
The court’s decision will help consolidate Modi’s support,
with the possibility of the move seen as a victory for Hinduism,
which may make the believers of other religions, especially Islam,
feel vulnerable.
This easily brings to mind the sensitive issue of the revocation
of the special status of Muslim-majority Jammu and Kashmir
state.Now the Indian government needs to ensure the coexistence of multiple religions through additional policies under the
framework of existing laws, rather than work to blindly strengthen
the Hindu sense of identity. Most experts who study India think
that the main problem the country faces is its economy. India’s
economy has not changed from walking to running, but slowed
down this year as growth slipped to a six-year low of 5 percent
in the April-June quarter of 2019.
Some experts suggest that Modi’s policy should shift from
focusing more on Hinduism to consolidating the voter base and
concentrating on the economy. However, for a country with a
history of long-standing ethnic and religious conflicts, it may be
more important to eliminate the existing problems that could
widen communal rifts.
The question right now is, can India open the door to peace
and harmony among different religions and lay a more stable
social foundation for its development by strengthening the Hindu
identity? The trouble with Modi is that it might not be the right
key to open the door.
Amid BRICS, Brazil needs foreign policy rejig
Brazil will have an opportunity to rethink its foreign policy as
the 11th BRICS Summit is scheduled to take place in its capital
Brasilia on Wednesday and Thursday. The summit is another
chance for Brazil to not only regain its position as a global political
player but also boost economic recovery.
The grouping of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa
- which together account for 42 percent of world population, 23
percent of GDP, 30 percent of the territory, and 18 percent of
world trade, offers a unique opportunity for the Latin American
nation to improve its international reputation.
In its first decade, BRICS has developed sectoral cooperation
in areas such as science and technology, trade promotion, energy,
health, education, innovation, and advances in international
governance reform.
Which country would not like to be a player in the international system and have the opportunity to participate in the
formulation of international governance rules? Would current
foreign policy followed by a government be contrary to peace,
economic development, and multilateralism? Prejudice and
preconceived notions could be the two biggest enemies of good
political relations.
There is no easy path to new institutional formations in the
international political system. Pessimists need to understand
that the establishment of global alliances and cooperation built
through dialogue and mutual understanding among members
is political development. Therefore, it is the result of the correlation of forces, and there are always setbacks and successes,
and advances and stumbles during the development of a new
international governance mechanism.
On the other side, the optimists should understand that hectic
politics and diplomacy will be needed along with a lot of patience
because the road has many barriers, and it is not always easy to
create the new from the old. Perhaps the wisest in this situation
would be the “Gramscian individual” who has pessimism of the
intellect and optimism of the will.
BRICS had provided the opportunity for Brazil to have a branch
of the New Development Bank (NDB), which can not only contribute to the economic and technological development of the
country but also help in the economic recovery of nations in the
Latin American region. It is an opportunity for Brazil to spruce
up its regional image. The NDB office creates the possibility for
Brasilia to recover a conciliatory foreign policy tone built over
decades by the foreign ministry. Brazil’s primary objective in
South America should be the integration, not fragmentation,
of the countries.
The current government does not seem to understand Brazil’s
role in this process. Perhaps, it only considers the BRICS an acronym
created by an international financial multinational. Nowadays, foreign
affairs are incomplete without involving Russia, India, and China
as well, and BRICS provides an opportunity for Brazil to participate
13
in the regional and international system.

INTERNATIONAL

NOVEMBER 18, 2019

EU nations not U.S. colonies, need
more Autonomy: Italian Analyst
TEHRAN (Tasnim) – A senior fellow with the
Mediterranean and Middle East Program of the
Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) rejected the idea
that European states are dependent on Washington,
saying that they are not “colonies of the US” but
need more autonomy in the areas of economy and
security.
“European states are not colonies of the US and
EU countries have many times disagreed with US
policy, as for instance happened in the 2003 Iraq
war or even in the 2011 Libya intervention. What
Europe needs is more autonomous and independent
capabilities, particularly in the security and economic
domains, and some movement is indeed happening in
this domain if we consider PESCO and the European
Defence Fund for example,” Andrea Dessi told Tasnim.
Andrea Dessi is a senior fellow within IAI’s
Mediterranean and Middle East program and
Editorial Director of IAI’s English-language series
IAI Commentaries. Andrea is also a Non-Resident
Scholar at the Strategic Studies Implementation and
Research Centre, Ba?kent University, Ankara. He has
worked extensively on US and European foreign policy
towards the Middle East with a particular focus on the
diplomatic and military history of the Arab-Israeli
conflict, US policy towards Israel and Washington’s
alliance frameworks in the Middle East. His research
interests include security studies, the geopolitics of
the Middle East and the intersection between global
and regional trends and developments. Andrea holds
a Ph.D. in International Relations from the London
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)
with a thesis on the US-Israel relationship during
the 1980s. He has worked with IAI since 2011 and
has contributed to a number of EU-funded projects
and research tasks.
Following is the full text of the interview:
In a recent speech, French President Emanuel
Macron proposed a bleak vision of Europe’s future
and its possible disappearance. Later, in an interview
with The Economics, he explained, “I’m trying to face
the facts. Personally, I think Europe is a miracle. This
continent has the greatest geographical concentration
of cultural and linguistic diversity. Which explains
why, for almost two millennia, Europe was rocked
by constant civil wars.” Do you believe so?
A: The European Union does represent the foremost
example of a union of cultures, identities and values
for its citizens. In some respects, the EU does represent
a “miracle”, due to the very long history of conflict
and division that has existed on this continent. The
fact that these were gradually overcome through a
peaceful process of multilateral dialogue and the
pooling of capabilities, beginning from the economic
domain and those strategic resources – coal and
steel – that had been used to make war can be
described as a ‘miracle’. At the very least, it should
serve as a reminder of how individuals and strong
and committed leadership can play a positive role
in international politics, helping to overcome old
rivalries or nationalist mistrust between states and
promote ambitious ideas that may seem completely
unachievable in contemporary times.
I would not agree that cultural and linguistic
diversity is what led Europe to be rocked by civil
wars for two millennia, diversity is not (or should
not be) synonymous with conflict, whether this be
in Europe or the Middle East. Instead, what led to
so many wars and conflicts was the prevalence of
zero-sum rivalries between political and economic
elites in the different national contexts and the quest
for power and influence amongst each other, often
through alliances with other states who shared a
common adversary. This is also what is happening
in the Middle East. Ideology, promoted by these
elites played a very important role, enhancing the
fragmentation of the European continent, which
benefitted those same elites in power while helping
promote stereotypes or mistrust of ‘the other’ across
the continent. It is that allowed elites to weaponize
identity and culture and use them for their own
narrow and nationalist interests, to consolidate
power and deflect opposition to foreign enemies,
real of imagined.
The miracle of the European Union project – and
it is important to underscore that this is a manmade project, so by definition, it is both imperfect
and open to improvement as well as still a work in
progress – was precisely the ability to overcome old
ideological, political and economic divisions. Few
would disagree that this project has made incredible
progress – lifting the living standards and rights
enjoyed by European citizens to what are arguably
the highest standards in modern times. Of course,
there are problems and shortcomings, but to look
back at where Europe stood in the 1920s or 1930s
and 40s and where we are today this is nothing short
of a success story. However, as with any man-made
project, what has been built can also be destroyed.
When Macron speaks of the possible disappearance of
the EU, this is what he means. The possibility and risk
are no doubt there. The return of old nationalisms and
populism, mixed with global trends in the US and in
the east, are complicating the European experiment,
even threatening its very foundations. This is what
Macron means when he says he is “trying to face
the facts”. The issue today is what we propose to
do about these facts and how Europe can react to
protect its interests and experiment.
Elsewhere in the interview, Macron referred
to a shift in the US policy in the past years, saying,
“Moreover, Europe was basically built to be the
Americans’ junior partner. That was what lay behind
the Marshall Plan from the beginning. And this went
hand in hand with a benevolent United States, acting
as the ultimate guarantor of a system and of a balance
of values, based on the preservation of world peace
and the domination of Western values. There was a

price to pay for that, which was NATO and support to
the European Union. But their position has shifted
over the past 10 years, and it hasn’t only been the
Trump administration. You have to understand what
is happening deep down in American policy-making.
It’s the idea put forward by President Obama: ‘I am a
Pacific president’.” Whats are your thoughts on this?
A: There is some truth this second quote from
Macron’s interview with The Economist. However, as
with many things Macron (says), there is also some
exaggeration and unfortunate choice of words in my
mind. After having destroyed itself in two world wars,
Europe was re-built, also thanks to the Marshall
Plan, on the basis of a US model and that is when the
transatlantic alliance between Europe and the US was
born. Europe was the junior partner because of its
need for reconstruction, but the Marshall Plan was
not implemented to keep Europe weak and divided
compared to the US, much the opposite. Successive
US administrations have long been calling on Europe
to do more to promote its interests or spend more
to contribute to NATO and European defense. The
US has also benefitted enormously from Europe’s
reconstruction and the establishment of the EU,
as has Europe benefitted from the US’s security
umbrella. I would not describe NATO as “a price
to pay” on the side of Europe, I think that is a very
unfortunate choice of words, particularly in light
of the traditionally low contributions of EU states
to NATO. The US’s shift to look east is a natural
evolution of world affairs, this simply means that
Europe will be forced to shoulder more strategic
and economic burdens in its neighborhood, which
is also a natural evolution of world affairs. The real
question is if Europe will be able to do this, but it
is too easy to complain about the US for its shifting
focus to Asia and it is incorrect to say the US does
not want to see a strong Europe. If anything the US’s
Asia pivot is pushing Europe to get its act together.
If Europe wants to be a global player and balance
the US, Russia, China, and others, then we need to
look within Europe to make changes, not complain
about the US.
The French president further said the ties
between Europe and the US have loosened. He
said, “The United States remains our major ally,
we need them, we are close and we share the same
values. I care a lot about this relationship and have
invested a great deal in it with President Trump.
But we find ourselves for the first time with an
American president who doesn’t share our idea
of the European project, and American policy is
diverging from this project.” Do you believe so? If
yes, what has put a serious strain on ties between
the US and its European allies?
A: Again, there is some truth to what Macron says
in terms of a growing divergence between the US
and Europe. However, I do not think it is correct
to say the US (beyond Trump) does not share “our
idea of the European project”. First of all, there are
some in Europe who do not share Macron’s view of
the European project, and in the US there is also
some debate and different points of view. If the
European project stands for multilateralism and the
rules-based order, and support for the UN, clearly
there is some strain in the relationship with Trump
who despises multilateralism and the UN due to it
potentially placing limits on US-independent action
or policy. But it is more complex than that, as even
within Europe there are certain similar trends. I
think the important point to highlight from this
quote is that the US will remain “our major ally”.
That is the starting point, and the US and Europe
will continue to largely cooperate policy looking to
the future. There is just no other option in the short

In a recent speech, French
President Emanuel Macron
proposed a bleak vision
of Europe’s future and its
possible disappearance.
Later, in an interview
with The Economics, he
explained, “I’m trying to face
the facts.

to medium term. In terms of the precise drivers for
this present Transatlantic “strategic drift” it is clearly
three issues: Iran and the Trump’s withdrawal from
the JCPOA and imposition of primary and secondary
sanctions in the face of EU protests and interests;
Trump’s unilateralism on Israel-Palestine, with the
recognition of Israeli sovereignty over the Israelioccupied Syrian Golan Heights and backtracking on
the two-state framework being the most important
and consequential actions in this domain; and the
recent decision to pull US troops out of NorthEastern Syria (even if now it seems some will remain)
without coordinating with European allies. These
three issues, combined with the US’s imposition of
tariffs on EU products and the broader trade issues
between the US and Europe, have created the strain
in the Transatlantic relationship. The consequence
is a growing realization in Europe, and certainly in
France and Germany, about the need for Europe to
develop more autonomous and independent policies
from the US, particularly when it comes to protecting
security and commercial interests.
In another part of the interview, Macron
discussed ways to build “European sovereignty”
and also referred to the “brain death of NATO”.
He said, “... things are changing; we need to keep
explaining this. There is a deep current of thought
that was structured in the period between 1990 and
2000 around the idea of the ‘end of history’, of a
limitless expansion of democracy, of the triumph of
the West as a universal value system. That was the
accepted truth at the time, until the 2000s, when a
series of shocks demonstrated that it wasn’t actually
so true. So I think the first thing to do is to regain
military sovereignty. I pushed European defense
issues to the forefront as soon as I took office, at the
European level, at the Franco-German level.” Can
you please explain on “European sovereignty” and
the “brain death of NATO” mentioned by Macron?
A: This concept of European sovereignty is
precisely the reaction to the above point on a growing
divergence in policy and praxis between the US and
Europe. However, again, I do not think that the word
“sovereignty” is correct here. I think the better way
to frame this is “European autonomy” or “European
independence”, sovereignty is too strong a word
and also incorrect, as European states do retain
sovereignty over their national defense policies and
actions. European states are not colonies of the US
and EU countries have many times disagreed with
US policy, as for instance happened in the 2003
Iraq war or even in the 2011 Libya intervention.
What Europe needs is more autonomous and
independent capabilities, particularly in the security
and economic domains, and some movement is
indeed happening in this domain if we consider
PESCO and the European Defence Fund for example.
This, however, does not mean that we are moving
beyond NATO. NATO will remain and retains its
importance. A stronger and more autonomous EU
in the military domain would not weaken NATO but
should be complementary with NATO, while at the
same time providing capabilities for independent
action if and when there is a need. I think Macron’s
statement on the “brain death of NATO” is meant
more as a warning and a means to spark debate than
a true reflection of what France or Macron believes.
A debate has no doubt followed from his interview
and I think this in itself is a positive development.
Ideally, what I believe Macron would like to see
happen is a more balanced transatlantic relationship
and a more balanced NATO. By balanced I mean
that the EU also increases its responsibilities in
defining and directing policy, not simply following
the US lead. The only way to create this balance or
re-adjustment is for Europe to enhance its capabilities,
using these to enhance EU leverage and influence
over NATO decisions and US foreign and military
policy in the EU’s neighborhood. This is not opposed
by the US, which has long pushed for Europe to
increase its share of responsibilities, but there is
some difference between increasing capabilities and
financial commitments and then translating this
new leverage into political weight and influence
over transatlantic policy decisions and NATO. With
the US re-prioritizing Asia, it will necessarily fall
to Europe to shoulder more of a burden in its near
abroad, and this includes the Middle East and North
Africa as well as Eurasia.
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Trump fights two cases
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Beyond the silence in America!

By Saeed Sobhani

TEHRAN — In recent days, mysterious
celebrities in the United States have been
commenting on the country’s 2016 presidential election case. Some have also been
summoned to Congress for the Ukraine
Gate case. However, Trump has been
heavily pressured for two cases. Final
investigations into either case could lead
to the fall of the US president. Here’s a
look at one of the cases:
The Brennan dossier: All about a prime
mover of Russiagate
As” Realclearinvestigations” reported,In the waning days of the Obama
administration, the U.S. intelligence
community produced a report saying
Russian President Vladimir Putin had
tried to swing the 2016 election to Donald
Trump.The January 2017 report, called
an Intelligence Community Assessment,
followed months of leaks to the media that
had falsely suggested illicit ties between
the Trump campaign and the Kremlin
while also revealing that such contacts
were the subject of a federal investigation.
Its release cast a pall of suspicion over
Trump just days before he took office,
setting the tone for the unfounded allegations of conspiracy and treason that
have engulfed his first term.
The ICA’s blockbuster finding was
presented to the public as the consensus
view of the nation’s intelligence community. As events have unfolded, however, it
now seems apparent that the report was
largely the work of one agency, the CIA,
and overseen by one man, then-Director
John Brennan, who closely directed its
drafting and publication with a small group
of hand-picked analysts.
Nearly three years later, as the public
awaits answers from two Justice Department inquiries into the Trump-Russia
probe’s origins, and as impeachment
hearings catalyzed by a Brennan-hired
anti-Trump CIA analyst unfold in Congress, it is clear that Brennan’s role in
propagating the collusion narrative went
far beyond his work on the ICA. A close
review of facts that have slowly come to
light reveals that he was a central architect
and promoter of the conspiracy theory
from its inception. The record shows that:
Contrary to a general impression that
the FBI launched the Trump-Russia conspiracy probe, Brennan pushed it to the
bureau – breaking with CIA tradition by
intruding into domestic politics: the 2016
presidential election. He also supplied
suggestive but ultimately false information
to counterintelligence investigators and
other U.S. officials.
Leveraging his close proximity to President Obama, Brennan sounded the alarm
about alleged Russian interference to the
White House, and was tasked with managing the U.S. intelligence community’s
response.
While some FBI officials expressed
skepticism about the Trump/Russia narrative as they hunted down investigative
leads, Brennan stood out for insisting on
its veracity.To substantiate his claims,
Brennan relied on a Kremlin informant who
was later found to be a mid-level official
with limited access to Putin’s inner circle.
Circumventing normal protocol for
congressional briefings, Brennan supplied
then-Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid
with incendiary Trump-Russia innuendo
that Reid amplified in a pair of public letters
late in the election campaign.
After Trump’s unexpected victory,
Brennan oversaw the hasty production
of the tenuous Intelligence Community
Assessment.
Departing from his predecessors’ usual
practice of staying above the political fray
after leaving office, Brennan has worked as
a prominent analyst for MSNBC, where he
has used his authority as a former guardian
of the nation’s top secrets to launch vitriolic
attacks on a sitting president, accusing
Trump of “treasonous” conduct.
Now Brennan is among the most vocal
critics of the more comprehensive of the
two Justice probes, the criminal investigation run by U.S. Attorney John Durham
and Attorney General William Barr. “I
don’t understand the predication of this
worldwide effort to try to uncover dirt,
real or imagined, that would discredit
that investigation in 2016 into Russian
interference,” he recently said on MSNBC.
The Trump-Russia collusion theory was
not propagated by a few rogue figures. Key
Obama administration and intelligence
officials laundered it through national security reporters who gave their explosive
claims anonymous cover. Nevertheless,
Brennan stands apart for the outsized role
he played in generating and spreading
the false narrative.
The government’s official story as detailed in special prosecutor Robert Mueller’s April 18 report casts the Trump-Russia
probe as an FBI operation. It asserts that
the bureau launched its investigation,

code-named “Crossfire Hurricane,” on
July 31, 2016, after receiving information that junior Trump campaign adviser
George Papadopoulos was informed that
Russians had politically damaging information about Hillary Clinton.John Durham:
His probe aims “to better understand the
intelligence that flowed from the C.I.A.
to the F.B.I. in the summer of 2016,” as
the New York Times put it.
But a great deal of evidence – including
public testimony and news accounts –
undermines that story. It indicates that
the probe started earlier, with Brennan
a driving force. Many of the clues are
buried in public testimony and reports
published by the New York Times and
Washington Post, the primary vehicles for
intelligence community leaks throughout
the Russiagate saga.One signal came in
June when the Times reported that the
Barr-Durham investigation had “provoked anxiety in the ranks of the C.I.A.”
Among Barr’s aims, the paper noted, was
“to better understand the intelligence that
flowed from the C.I.A. to the F.B.I. in the
summer of 2016.”
That intelligence “flowed from the C.I.A.
to the F.B.I” underscores that the agency
played a larger role in the early stages of
the Trump-Russia probe than is publicly
acknowledged. Late last month, the Times
ran a more ominous piece suggesting that
the CIA may have been a prime mover of
the probe through deception. It reported
that Durham has been asking interview
subjects “whether C.I.A. officials might have
somehow tricked the F.B.I. into opening
the Russia investigation.” In anticipation
of being asked such questions, the paper
added, “[s]ome C.I.A. officials have retained
criminal lawyers.”
If that reflects an accurate suspicion
on Durham’s part, then Brennan, by his
own account, has already outed himself as
a key suspect. Brennan has publicly taken
credit for the Russia probe’s origination
and supplying critical information to
the FBI after it began. “I encountered
and am aware of information and intelligence that revealed contacts and
interactions between Russian officials
and U.S. persons involved in the Trump
campaign that I was concerned about,”
he told Congress in May 2017. That
information, Brennan added, “raised
concerns in my mind about whether or
not those individuals were cooperating
with the Russians,” which then “served
as the basis for the FBI investigation to
determine whether such collusion-cooperation occurred.”
A BBC report suggests that Brennan
may be referring to April 2016 – a month
before Papadopoulos allegedly mentioned
Russian dirt and three months before
the FBI launched its probe – when “an
intelligence agency of one of the Baltic States” provided Brennan with “a
tape recording” that “worried him” –
“a conversation about money from the
Kremlin going into the U.S. presidential
campaign.”
It is not clear whether the BBC account
is accurate, but the April date coincides
with other activity suggesting an earlier
start date to the collusion probe than the
official version. Former Attorney General
Loretta Lynch testified before a congressional panel that in the “late spring” of 2016
then-FBI Director James Comey briefed
National Security Council principals about
concerns surrounding newly appointed
Trump campaign adviser Carter Page.
According to the Guardian newspaper,
former British intelligence officer Christopher Steele began briefing the FBI on his
discredited dossier in London as early as
June; after that, “his information started
to reach the bureau in Washington.” In
mid-July, veteran CIA and FBI informant
Stefan Halper made contact with Page at
a British academic conference; according
to Page, the invitation had come at the
end of May or early June.
Halper has also been accused of
taking part in a smear operation aimed
at spreading false information about
National Security Adviser Michael
Flynn and Russian nationals. In May,
Halper was sued in the U.S. by Svetlana Lokhova, a Russian-born British
academic, for defamation. Lokhova
alleges that Halper, while working as a
U.S. intelligence asset, spread rumors
suggesting that she and Flynn had an
improper relationship.
While Russiagate’s exact starting point
is murky, it is clear that Brennan placed
himself at the center of the action. After
the investigation officially got underway in
the summer of 2016, as Brennan later told
MSNBC, “[w]e put together a fusion center
at CIA that brought NSA and FBI officers
together with CIA to make sure that those
proverbial dots would be connected.” (It
is not clear whether this was a Freudian
slip suggesting the center included Fusion
GPS, the opposition research firm hired by
the Clinton campaign that produced the

Steele dossier of fictitious Trump-Russia
dirt – but regardless, it is likely that at least
some of Brennan’s “dots” came from the
firm.) According to the New Yorker, also
that summer Brennan received a personal
briefing from Robert Hannigan, then the
head of Britain’s intelligence service the
GCHQ, about an alleged “stream of illicit
communications between Trump’s team
and Moscow that had been intercepted.” A
U.S. court would later confirm that Steele
shared his reports with at least one “senior
British security official.”
As Brennan helped generate the collusion investigation, he also worked to
insert it into domestic American politics
– at the height of a presidential campaign.
Starting in August, Brennan began giving
personal briefings to the Gang of Eight,
high-ranking U.S. senators and members
of Congress regularly apprised of state
secrets. Breaking with tradition, he met
them individually, rather than as a group.
His most consequential private meeting
was with Harry Reid.Harry Reid: Brennan
gave this top Senate Democrat an irregular
individual briefing, putting the collusion
narrative in motion.
Afterward, the Democrats’ Senate
leader sent a pair of provocative public
letters to FBI Director Comey. Reid’s
messages – released to the public during
the final months of the presidential race
– made explosive insinuations of illicit
ties between the Trump campaign and
Russia, putting the collusion narrative
into motion. “The prospect of individuals
tied to Trump, WikiLeaks and the Russian
government coordinating to influence
our election raises concerns of the utmost
gravity and merits full examination,” Reid
wrote on Aug. 27. Russia, he warned,
may be trying to “influence the Trump
campaign and manipulate it as a vehicle
for advancing the interests of Russian
President Vladimir Putin.”
Two days after Comey’s “October surprise” announcement that newly discovered
emails were forcing him to reopen the
bureau’s investigation into Hillary Clinton’s
use of a private server while serving as
secretary of state, Reid followed up with
even more incendiary language: “It has
become clear,” he complained to Comey,
“that you possess explosive information
about close ties and coordination between
Donald Trump, his top advisors and the
Russian government.”
Reid’s letters show the extent to which
Brennan maneuvered behind the scenes
to funnel collusion to a public audience.
In their book “Russian Roulette,” Michael
Isikoff and David Corn report that Reid
“concluded the CIA chief believed the
public needed to know about the Russia
operation, including the information
about the possible links to the Trump
campaign.”
The separate briefings and the Reid
letters gave rise to suspicion that Brennan was driven by what Reid, according
to Isikoff and Corn, saw as an “ulterior
motive.” Although Brennan has claimed
publicly that he “provided the same briefing to each gang of eight member,” Rep.
Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) says that is not
true. Nunes, who was then the chairman
of the House Intelligence Committee, is
quoted in journalist Lee Smith’s new book,
“The Plot Against the President,” saying,
“Whatever Brennan told Reid, he didn’t
tell me.”
Reid’s letters also undermine a
common, but false, talking point used
to defend Brennan and other U.S. intelligence officials behind the Russia
investigation: If they really sought to
hurt the Trump campaign, they would
have made their Trump-Russia collusion
speculation public. As Comey put it: “If
we were ‘deep state’ Clinton loyalists
bent on stopping him, why would we
keep it secret?” Reid’s extraordinary
letters – released at the height of the
campaign – were one of the ways in which
Brennan did exactly the opposite.FBI’s
Peter Strzok texted Lisa Page suggesting
the CIA was “leaking like mad.” And
he wrote colleagues of his concern the

agency was deceiving both the bureau
and the public.
After Trump’s election victory in November, Brennan’s CIA was the source
of yet more leaks. Reports in early December claimed that the agency had
assessed that Russia interfered in the
2016 election with the explicit aim of
helping Trump. The leaks sparked worry
inside the FBI.
“Think our sisters have begun leaking like mad,” Peter Strzok, the lead FBI
agent on the Russia probe, texted his colleague Lisa Page on Dec. 15. “Scorned and
worried and political, they’re kicking in
to overdrive.” In an April 2017 email to
colleagues, Strzok worried the CIA was
deceiving both the bureau and the public.
“I’m beginning to think the agency got info
a lot earlier than we thought and hasn’t
shared it completely with us,” he wrote.
“Might explain all these weird/seemingly
incorrect leads all these media folks have.
Would also highlight agency as a source
of some of the leaks.”
At the same time that he was sharing
his “concerns” about alleged Trump-Russia contacts with the FBI and Congress,
Brennan was raising alarm bells at the
White House about an alleged Russian
interference campaign. In the process, he
went to significant lengths to safeguard
his claims from internal scrutiny.
In early August, Brennan told the White
House about supposed intelligence from
a Kremlin mole that Vladimir Putin had
personally ordered an interference operation to hurt Clinton and install Trump in
the White House. Brennan, the New York
Times reported, “sent separate intelligence
reports, many based on the source’s information, in special sealed envelopes to
the Oval Office.” Brennan made sure that
those envelopes evaded scrutiny.

On Brennan’s orders, Greg Miller of
the Washington Post reported, “no information on Russia’s interference was ever
included in the president’s daily brief.”
Brennan’s purported fear was that even
a highly restrictive distribution list might
prove too leaky for the CIA’s explosive
claims about Putin’s supposed secret orders to elect Trump.Miller also reported
that Brennan holed up in his office to pore
over the CIA’s material, “staying so late
that the glow through his office windows
remained visible deep into the night.” Brennan ordered up, not just vetted, “’finished’
assessments – analytic reports that had
gone through “layers of review and revision,” but also “what agency veterans call
the ‘raw stuff,’ the unprocessed underlying
material,” Miller adds.
To former CIA analyst and whistleblower John Kiriakou, all of this raises “a
very big red flag” that suggests Brennan
circumvented his colleagues and normal
intelligence safeguards. “As a matter of
practice, you never, ever give the raw data
to the policymaker,” Kiriakou says. “That
was something that was done during the
George W. Bush administration where
Vice President Cheney demanded the raw
intelligence. But more often than not raw
intelligence is just simply incorrect – it’s
factually incorrect, or it’s the result of the
source who’s a liar, or it’s the result of the
source who has only part of the story. And
so you can’t trust it. You have to vet it and
compare it to the rest of your all-source
information to see what’s true, what’s not
true, and then only the true information
you use in your analysis. For the director of
the CIA to be using the raw data is highly
unusual because that’s what you have a
staff of thousands to do for you.”
The timing of Brennan’s supposed
delivery of the information sourced to
the mole – later identified as Oleg Smolenkov – also raises questions. Although
it is unclear when Smolenkov would have
conveyed his intelligence to the CIA, the
Washington Post reported Brennan delivered it to the White House in early August
2016 – just days after the FBI officially
launched its Russia investigation. But if
Smolenkov was able to capture Putin’s
orders to conduct a sweeping election interference campaign – which allegedly
began in March – it would be odd that
this information arrived only after the
U.S. election interference investigation
began, and not – at minimum – months
earlier, when Putin’s supposed operation
would had to have been ordered.
When Brennan’s material did reach
eyes outside Obama’s inner circle, “other
agencies were slower to endorse a conclusion that Putin was personally directing

the operation and wanted to help Trump,”
the Washington Post reported. “‘It was
definitely compelling, but it was not definitive,’ said one senior administration
official. ‘We needed more.’” Faced with
that skepticism, Brennan “moved swiftly”
to brief congressional leaders -- including Reid.
The internal doubts about Brennan’s
claims now make more sense in light of
the recent outing of the supposed Kremlin
mole that he relied on to make them.Smolenkov has been revealed to be a mid-level
Kremlin official who was outside of Putin’s
inner circle. According to Russian media,
Smolenkov disappeared during a visit to
Montenegro in June 2017, in what other
reports call a CIA extraction over fears
that a loose-lipped Trump could put him
in peril. After that, Smolenkov turned up
in the U.S., remarkably living under his
own name – easily discoverable in public
records – in the Virginia suburbs.Even
putting aside Putin’s reputation for having
operatives abroad hunt down and assassinate those who cross him, Kiriakou said
this open visibility is “astounding.” CIA
informants, Kiriakou says, “were never,
ever resettled in their own names and
they were almost never resettled in the
Washington area. That tells me a couple of
things: one, this source wasn’t as sensitive
as we may have been led to believe; or,
two, even if he was sensitive, the information that he provided either has been
overtaken by events, or isn’t really that
important in the long run.”
Nevertheless, Brennan’s Kremlin mole
remains the only known direct source for
a central claim that Putin worked to elect
Trump.Brennan has countered questions
about the intelligence process he directed by insisting that his conclusions were
broadly shared and corroborated. That
is misleading.
During private briefings to Congress
in December 2016, it was the CIA that aggressively pushed the belief that Putin had
ordered a secret campaign to elect Trump,
while FBI officials said that the intelligence
was not conclusive. An unnamed official
told the Washington Post that “a secret,
new CIA assessment” made “direct and
bald and unqualified” statements that the
Russian government sought to elect Trump.
But days later, “a senior FBI counterintelligence official” appearing before the
committee gave “fuzzy and “ambiguous”
remarks on the same issue. “It was shocking to hold these [CIA] statements made
about Russian intentions and activities, and
to hear this guy basically saying nothing
with certainty and allowing that all was
possible,” an official who attended the
13
briefing told the Post.

INVITATION OF ONE STEP INTERNATIONAL TENDER

Agricultural Support Services Company

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT
55/98/20030
18/11/2019

Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture

AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY
Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be referred as ASSC, a subsidiary of the Ministry
of Agricultural Jihad of I.R. of Iran, is considering the purchase of 35000±5% MTS of Granular Potassium
Chloride (GMOP) in bulk through one step international tender.
All of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from Sunday dated
17/11/2019 until Monday dated 25/11/2019 (7 working days) from our purchasing committee (located at
the 9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi st., Tehran, Iran).
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill of I.Rials
1,200,000 to ASSC’s account no. 4001039704005791with SHEBA no. IR250100004001039704005791 at
the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran through payment order of SATNA or PAYA with the 30
character identification code of 358039782263500650000000000006.
The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers latest on Wednesday dated 25/12/2019 (during official working hours) to our security office, located on the 8th floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the envelops will be on Saturday dated 28/12/2019 at 2:00 PM with
the presence of bidders’ representatives in our purchasing committee (9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi
St., Tehran, Iran).
The bid bond value should be € 306180 or in equal value of that in any other foreign currencies, except US
dollars, based on exchange rate of CBI on 21/10/ 2019 for 35000 MT ± 5% in bank guarantee.
		
– The bidders are permitted to submit the bid bond in Iranian Rial. Therefore, the value of bid bond for
35000 MT ± 5% will be IR14350000000, which must be only submitted by the bidders.
- After approval of ASSC ‘s Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use their previous and definite
outstanding claims as bid bond.

For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and
http://iets.mporg.ir or contact us by phone no. 00982188776325.
PR & Intel Affairs Dept. of Agricultural Support
Services Company (ASSC)
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Apt in Zafaraniyeh
1th floor, 180 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
furn, spj, elevator, parking
$2000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Mahmoodieh
1th floor, 168 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
semi furn, spj, gym, parking
$3000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Elahieh
2th floor, 700 sq.m, 6 Bdrs.
furn, 2 kitchens, great terrace
outdoor swimming pool
yard, parking, $7000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Fereshteh
5th floor, 420 sq.m, 4 master bed
rooms, fully furn, roof garden, spj,
city view
elevator, 2 parking
$5000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in Darband
triplex, 1800 sq.m land, 500 sq.m
built up, 5 Bdrs., unfurn outdoor
swimming, garden completely
renovated, parking
$9000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

NOVEMBER 18, 2019

Whole Building in Qeytarieh
300 sq.m land, 3 floors, 3 units
each units 120 sq.m with 3Bdrs.
parking, $4000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Jordan
70 sq.m, 1 Bdr., furn
equipped kitchen, parking
$700
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Villa in Tajrish
2 floors, each floor 270 sq.m
3 Bdrs., 70 sq.m suite, unfurn
terrace, outdoor swimming pool
completely renovated, parking
$4000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building in
Saadat Abad
administrative office license
brand new, 5 floors, each floor
4 units, 20 units between 115 sq.m
to 142 sq.m, elevator storage
60 parking spots
$27000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Apt in Park Way
9th floor, 135 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, spj, elevator
storage, parking
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Triplex Villa in Jordan
3700 sq.m land, 1300 sq.m
7 Bdrs., 6 bathrooms, furn outdoor
pool, renovated
3-side entrances
$20000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in Mahmoodieh
3 floors, 240 sq.m lan, 600 sq.m
built up, 10 Bdrs., unfurn
lobby, 4 parking spots
Price: negotiable
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Jordan
14th floor, 230 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
one separate suit, fully furn
equipped kitchen, spj, gym
gathering room, nice view
elevator, parking, $1500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Super Luxury Villa
in Shahrak Qarb
brand new, 800 sq.m land
700 sq.m built up, 4master
bedrooms, super luxury furn
spj, massage room, beautiful roof
garden, play ground for kids, city
view, parking
Price negotiable
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Apt in Zafar
11th floor, 120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, great balcony
elevator, nice view, parking
$1300
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Triplex Villa in Fereshteh
540 sq.m built up, unfurn
good light, completely renovated,
yard, parking
Price: negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Whole building in Jordan
administrative office license
brand new, 6 floors, 6 apts
each apt 150 sq.m
elevator, gathering room
6 parking spots
$11000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

REAL ESTATE
LOOKING FOR RENTAL PROPERTY?

Call: 22041212 – 09121081212

Visit: WWW.FIRSTCHOICECO.COM
E-mail: property@firstchoiceco.com

Since 1987 مسکن انتخاب اول – غنی زاده

Specialized Rental

Duplex, 260 sq.m, 4 bdrs,
furnished, 80 sq.m terrace
with fantastic view, parking,
storage, elevator
Price: Negotiable
Maedeh Jahangir:

00989021373515
02122773945

TEHRAN TIMES

Iran’s Leading
International Daily
Advertising Dept

Advertising Dept:

times1979@gmail.com

Tel:

+9821 430 51 450
www.tehrantimes.com

Whole Building
in South Kamranieh
20 apts, 216 sq.m to 204 sq.m
70 Bdrs. totally, spj, gym
industrial kitchen, restaurant
driver’s room, security system
20 parking spots
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

021 - 430 51 450

Apt in Fereshteh
5th floor, 125 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, spj, billiard table
elevator, storage, parking
$1300
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Mahmoodieh
1th floor, 90 sq.m, 1 Bdr.
furn, spj, beautiful yard
$1000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in North Shariati
4th floor, 75 sq.m 2 Bdrs.
furn, good light, elevator parking,
$700
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Vanak
3th floor, 90 sq.m, 1 Bdr.
furn, parking, $1100
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Elahieh
1th floor, 155 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
furn, balcony, lobby
storage, parking, $1200
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Modern Stadium of
Martyrs of Khuzestan
Football Club (KSC)
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S C I E N C E

Astronauts conduct first spacewalk to
fix cosmic particle detector on ISS

NASA astronaut Andrew Morgan and
European Space Agency astronaut Luca
Parmitano are back inside the space station
after a spacewalk that lasted six hours and
39 minutes.
The spacewalk switched their spacesuits
to battery power at 6:39 a.m. ET on Friday
morning, starting the clock on the first in
a series of challenging spacewalks. They
returned to the space station and removed
their spacesuits at 1:18 p.m.
During their time outside the International
Space Station, Morgan and Parmitano began
preliminary work related to the repair of the
cosmic particle detector. Their efforts were
broadcast live on NASA TV.
The duo didn’t actually fix the device,
but their work will make it possible to
fix the detector during future spacewalk
missions — spacewalks that NASA says
will be especially complicated.
Next Friday, Morgan and Parmitano
will once again venture outside the space
station, this time to -- according to NASA
— “access, cut, and label the stainless steel
tubes that attach the current cooling system”
to the cosmic particle detector.
“These spacewalks are considered the
most complex of their kind since the Hubble
Space Telescope servicing missions, which

took place between 1993 and 2009,” NASA
reported last week.
The cosmic particle detector, officially
named the Alpha Magnetic Spectrometer, is
an experimental device designed to detect

antimatter in cosmic rays. Data collected
by the AMS could help scientists determine
the mysterious makeup of dark matter,
which accounts for most of the mass in
the universe.

When engineers designed the device,
they didn’t conceive of in-service repairs.
But the technology’s cooling component
is broken and needs to be replaced for the
experiment to continue.
“When we first started this, we weren’t
really sure if we were going to be able to
complete the repairs successfully,” Tara
Jochim, AMS spacewalk repair project
manager at NASA’s Johnson Space Center,
said during a recent press briefing. “Usually
when you go out for a spacewalk, you’re
working on a piece of hardware that was
prepared for, on the ground, for a spacewalk.”
The AMS was originally designed for
a three-year mission, but the device has
continued past its end date, and engineers
want to prolong it further.
“More than 20 unique tools were
designed for the intricate repair work, which
will include the cutting and splicing of eight
cooling tubes to be connected to the new
system and reconnection of a myriad of
power and data cables,” according to NASA.
“Astronauts have never cut and reconnected
fluid lines during a spacewalk.”
If the repair missions are successful,
the AMS will be able to continue collecting
data through 2030.
(Source: UPI)

In a quantum first, physicists put 2,000 atoms in two places at once
You might be familiar with the Schrödinger’s cat thought
experiment, where the eponymous feline in a box can be
both alive or dead at the same time, often used to illustrate
the multi-state paradox of quantum mechanics.
Well, now scientists have managed to apply that theory
to huge molecules made up of 2,000 atoms.
Quantum superposition has been tested countless
times on smaller systems, with physicists successfully
showing that individual particles can be in two places at
one time. But this type of experiment hasn’t been carried
out at this scale before.
What the experiment does is allow scientists to refine
the hypotheses of quantum mechanics and understand
more about how this particularly mind-bending branch
of physics actually works – and how the laws of quantum
mechanics join up with the more traditional, larger scale,
classical laws of physics.
“Our results show excellent agreement with quantum theory
and cannot be explained classically,” state the researchers
in their published paper.
In particular, the new study involves the Schrödinger
equation (yes, him again), which describes how even single
particles can also act as waves in multiple places at once,
interfering with each other just like ripples on a pond.
To test this, the scientists set up a double-slit experiment
- an experiment that’s very familiar to quantum physicists.
Traditionally, it involves projecting individual particles
of lights (photons) through two slits. If the photons acted
simply as particles, the resulting projection of light on the

other side would simply show one band. But in reality, the
light projected on the other side shows an interference pattern
- multiple bands that interact, showing that light particles
can also act as waves.
It effectively seem as if the photons are in two places at
once, just like Schrödinger’s cat. But as most of us are aware,
the cat is only in two states while it remains unobserved. As
soon as the box is open, it’s either confirmed as being alive
or dead, not both.
It’s the same with photons. As soon as the light is measured
or observed directly, this superposition disappears and the
state of the photon is locked in. This is one of the conundrums
at the heart of quantum mechanics.
This same double-slit experiment has been done with
electrons, atoms, and smaller molecules. And now physicists

Hubble captures portrait of unique
spiral galaxy

show it applies to massive molecules, too.
In this take on the double-slit experiment, the team was
able to use these heavy molecules, made up of as many as
2,000 atoms, to create quantum interference patterns, as if
they were behaving as waves and being in more than one place.
The molecules were known as “oligo-tetraphenylporphyrins
enriched with fluoroalkylsulfanyl chains”, and some were
more than 25,000 times the mass of a hydrogen atom.
But as molecules get bigger, they also get less stable,
and the scientists were only able to get them interfering for
seven milliseconds at a time, using a newly designed piece of
equipment called a matter-wave interferometer (designed
to measure atoms along different paths).
Even factors like the Earth’s rotation and gravitational
pull had to be factored in. It was worth the effort though –
we now know these giant molecules can be in two places at
once, as well as much smaller atoms.
As quantum mechanics traditionally comes into play on
very small scales, and classical physics on larger scales, the
bigger the molecules we can get working with the double
slit experiment, the closer we get to that quantum-classical
boundary line. A previous record for this kind of study involved
molecules up to 800 atoms in size.
“Our experiments show that quantum mechanics, with
all its weirdness, is also amazingly robust, and I’m optimistic
that future experiments will test it on an even more massive
scale,” says physicist Yaakov Fein, from the University of
Vienna in Austria.
(Source: sciencealert.com)

Pair of Neptune moons locked in
‘dance of avoidance’
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Distant worlds under
many suns
Is Earth the only habitable planet in the universe or are there
more worlds somewhere out there that are capable of supporting
life? And if there are, what might they look like? In a bid to
answer these fundamental questions, scientists are searching
space for exoplanets: distant worlds that orbit other stars
outside our solar system.

More than 4,000 exoplanets are known to date, most of them
orbiting single stars like our Sun. Now astrophysicist Dr Markus
Mugrauer of Friedrich Schiller University Jena, Germany, has
discovered and characterized many new multiple star systems
that contain exoplanets. The findings confirm assumptions that
the existence of several stars influences the process by which
planets are formed and develop. The study by Mugrauer, of the
Astrophysical Institute and University Observatory of the University
of Jena, has now been published in the specialist journal Monthly
Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society.
“Multiple star systems are very common in our Milky Way,”
explains Mugrauer. “If such systems include planets, they are of
particular interest to Astrophysics, because the planetary systems
in them can differ from our solar system in fundamental ways.”
To find out more about these differences, Mugrauer searched
more than 1,300 exoplanet host stars with exoplanets orbiting
them to see whether they have companion stars. To this end, he
accessed the precise observation data of the Gaia space telescope,
which is operated by the European Space Agency (ESA).
In this way, he succeeded in demonstrating the existence of
around 200 companion stars to planetary host stars that are
up to 1,600 light years away from the Sun. With the help of the
data, Mugrauer was also able to characterize the companion
stars and their systems in more detail. He found that there are
both tight systems with distances of only 20 astronomical units
(au) -- which in our solar system corresponds approximately to
the distance between the Sun and Uranus -- as well as systems
with stars that are over 9,000 au from each other.
The companion stars also vary as to their mass, temperature
and stage of evolution. The heaviest among them weigh 1.4 times
more than our Sun, while the lightest have only 8 per cent of the
Sun’s mass. Most of the companion stars are low-mass, cool dwarf
stars that glow faintly red. However, eight white dwarfs were also
identified among the faint stellar companions. A white dwarf is
the burnt-out core of a sun-like star, which is only about as big
as our Earth, but half as heavy as our Sun. These observations
show that exoplanets can indeed survive the final evolutionary
stage of a nearby sun-like star.
The majority of the star systems with exoplanets identified in
the study have two stars. However, some two dozen hierarchical
triple star systems and even a quadruple star system were detected.
In the range of distances investigated, of between approximately
20 and 10,000 astronomical units, a total of 15 per cent of the
stars studied have at least one companion star. This is only about
half the frequency expected in general for solar-like stars. In
addition, the companion stars detected show distances about
five times greater than in ordinary systems.
“These two factors taken together could indicate that the
influence of several stars in a star system disrupts the process
of planet formation as well as the further development of their
orbits,” says Mugrauer. The cause of this could be first the
gravitational impact of a stellar companion on the gas and
dust disc in which planets form around their host star. Later,
the gravitation of the stellar companion influences the motion
of the planets around their host star.
(Source: Science Daily)

A tiny switch could redirect
light between computer
chips in mere nanoseconds
ByBrooks Hays
NASA shared a new Hubble Space Telescope
image Friday featuring a galaxy that looks
a lot like the Milky Way upon first glance.
Like the Milky Way, NGC 772 is a spiral
galaxy. It also has several small satellite
galaxies circling its outskirts, just as the
Milky Way does. Additionally, NGC 772
boasts a long, warped arm of gas, dust
and stars. The arm was stretched and
distorted by the gravity of one of the
passing satellite galaxies.
But while NGC 772 may look like many
of the other spiral galaxies photographed
by Hubble, its composition and structure
are unique. NGC 772 is without a bar; it is

an unbarred spiral galaxy.
Bars are found in the centers of most
spiral galaxies. Scientists estimate these
pipelines of gas and dust help deliver
materials to star-forming regions in the
centers of galaxies.
Unusual or not, the spiral galaxy,
described by scientists at the European
Space Agency this week, is easy on the eyes,
featuring an attractive “mixture of bright
specks of star formation and dark ripples
of cosmic dust weaving throughout.”
The unbarred spiral galaxy boasts a
diameter of 200,000 light-years, and it
is located 116 million light-years away in
the constellation of Aries. It is sometimes
known as LEDA 7525, UGC 1466 and Arp 78.

Two of Neptune’s 14 moons are engaged in
an orbital tango that ensures the neighboring
satellites don’t crash into one another.
Researchers discovered the unusual
zigzagging orbital pattern of Naiad and
Thalassa after analyzing data captured by
NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope. Scientists
dubbed the pattern the “dance of avoidance.”
Naiad and Thalassa are tiny moons
shaped like tic tacs, measuring less than
60 miles from end to end. Though their
orbital paths are just 1,150 miles apart, they
never pass within 2,200 miles of each other.
Both satellites are inner moons. Naiad
circles Neptune every seven hours, while
Thalassa takes 7.5 hours to complete an
orbit. Naiad’s zigzag path ensures that it

swings away from its neighbor each time it
passes the slower Thalassa. For every four
passes that Naiad makes, the moon passes
Thalassa twice above and twice below.
Researchers described the novel orbital
pattern in a paper published this week in
the journal Icarus.
“We refer to this repeating pattern as
a resonance,” lead study author Marina
Brozovi?, an expert in solar system
dynamics at NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in California, said in a news
release. “There are many different types of
‘dances’ that planets, moons and asteroids
can follow, but this one has never been
seen before.”
(Source: UPI)

NASA renames Kuiper Belt rock after complaints about old name’s Nazi ties
By Brooks Hays
NASA scientists with the New Horizons team have renamed
MU69, a Kuiper Belt asteroid.
The space rock’s new moniker is “Arrokoth,” the word for
“sky” in the language used by the native Powhatan people
of Tidewater region of Virginia. The Powhatan people
also lived in Maryland, the state in which astronomers
first spotted MU69.
“The name ‘Arrokoth’ reflects the inspiration of looking to
the skies, and wondering about the stars and worlds beyond
our own,” said Alan Stern, New Horizons principal investigator
from Southwest Research Institute, Boulder, Colorado. “That
desire to learn is at the heart of the New Horizons mission,
and we’re honored to join with the Powhatan community
and people of Maryland in this celebration of discovery.”

Before MU69 was Arrokoth, it was called something else.
After fielding naming suggestions from the public in 2018,
scientists working on the New Horizons mission decided to
name the space rock “Ultima Thule,” a Latin name referencing
a distant place outside the confines of the known world.
The term is common in ancient Greek and Latin
literature, and also used in Inuit culture. The Thule people
were the ancestors of all modern Inuit. Unfortunately,
the term was adopted by far-right groups in Germany
as the name of the land from which the “Aryan race”
originate. In fact, it was the Thule Society, a group of
German occultists, that was later reorganized into the
Nazi Party by Adolph Hitler.
In the wake of the New Horizons probe’s rendezvous with
MU69 in January -- the first contact binary to be explored
by a spacecraft -- NASA began fielding complaints about the

name’s connection to Nazis and neo-Nazi groups.
At first, New Horizons scientists defended their name
choice, but as criticism mounted, the team decided to rename
the asteroid.
NASA held a naming ceremony this week to reintroduce the
icy space rock as Arrokoth. Reverend Nick Miles, Tecumseh
Red Cloud, a member of the Pamunkey Tribe, opened the
ceremony with a traditional Algonquian chant.
“We graciously accept this gift from the Powhatan people,”
Lori Glaze, director of NASA’s Planetary Science Division,
said of the new name. “Bestowing the name Arrokoth signifies
the strength and endurance of the indigenous Algonquian
people of the Chesapeake region. Their heritage continues
to be a guiding light for all who search for meaning and
understanding of the origins of the universe and the celestial
connection of humanity.”

Microscopic switches that route light signals between computer
chips like tiny traffic conductors could help make faster, more
efficient electronics.
Light waves can carry information more easily than the electric
current used in traditional circuitry, because particles of light
called photons zip through materials without interacting with
their surroundings as much as electrons. But so far, mechanical
switches designed to manipulate such data-carrying light waves
have run relatively slowly and required impractically high
electric voltages to work.
Now, newly designed switches redirect light in less than a
millionth of a second using just about one volt of electricity
— comparable to the voltages used in ordinary electronics,
researchers report in the Nov. 15 Science. Electronics
outfitted with the new switch design to process data with
light rather than electricity could help self-driving cars scan
their surroundings for traffic and pedestrians or read out
information from quantum computers.
Each switch comprises an ultrathin gold disk suspended above
a silicon plate. Applying a small voltage across the switch forces
the gold disk to bend upward like a bowl, or bow downward like an
umbrella. The gold disk’s orientation at any given time controls
whether light flowing through a nearby wirelike structure called
a waveguide continues uninterrupted or gets rerouted.
As light in the waveguide passes by the switch, some light
leaks into a racetrack-shaped gap between the gold disk and the
silicon plate, whips around the track and recombines with light
in the waveguide. If the gold plate is curved upward, the peaks
and valleys of light waves that exit the track align with those in
the waveguide — reinforcing the light along its original path.
But if the gold plate is bent down toward the silicon plate,
interactions with electrons in the gold delay light as it travels
around the racetrack. That causes the valleys of light waves exiting
the track to coincide with the peaks of waves flowing through
the waveguide, canceling each other out and blocking the flow
of light along its original course.
(Source: sciencenews.org)
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Sales of Gorgan tribal festival
jump 70 percent yr/yr
T O U R I S M TEHRAN — Sales of handicrafts, souve-

d
e
s
k nirs and foodstuff in an annual nomadic
festival in the city of Gorgan, northern Golestan province,
rose 70 percent from a year earlier, a provincial tourism
official has said.

The sales amounted to 24 billion rials (about $570,000)
at the festival, the first part of which was held in Gorgan
from November 12 to 15, Maryam Hajiebrahimi said on
Sunday, IRNA reported.
Exhibitors from all Iranian provinces including Turkmen
people promoted arts, crafts, dishes, rituals and genuine
hospitality they have preserved from generation to generation. The event was also attended by foreign guests
including ambassadors, diplomats, as well as cultural and
economic attaches.
Iranian Turkmen are an ethnic community living in
Turkmen Sahra region which includes northern and northeastern parts of the country, mainly Golestan, North Khorasan, and Khorasan Razavi provinces.
The second part of the festival is running for four days
in Gonbad-e Qabus from November 17 to 20.
Golestan province is home to the UNESCO-registered
Gonbad-e Qabus, a one-millennium-old brick tower, which
is an exemplar and innovative design of the early-Islamic-era
architecture. Narratives say the tower has influenced various
subsequent designers of tomb towers and other cylindrical
commemorative structures both in the region and beyond.

Delta’s new long-haul service
is a game-changer
for economy class fliers
Whether you’re flying economy class on Delta Air Lines, Air
France, or Norwegian Air, a long-haul main cabin flight is
universally the least exciting part of anyone’s vacation. As
someone with family in London, who frequently flies budget
airlines out of New York to visit home, the economy flight
is definitely the part of each trip I look forward to the least.
In July, Delta announced that it wanted to be the carrier
to change that, with new main cabin perks that would, if not
resemble first class, at least make travelers feel more looked
after than they have in almost any long-haul economy cabin before. The new service was trialed and perfected across
hundreds of flights from Portland to Tokyo over the last year,
but as of November, the new experience has finally launched
for all passengers on each Delta Air Lines long-haul flight.
On Thursday night, I was able to be among the first
passengers to try the new economy class experience on a
red-eye flight from New York’s John F. Kennedy airport to
London Heathrow. Here’s how the new perks measured up.
(Source: MSN)

ROUND THE GLOBE

Angra do Heroismo
Situated on the mid-Atlantic island of Terceira within the Portuguese Autonomous Region of the Azores,
Angra do Heroismo was an obligatory port of call for
the fleets of equatorial Africa and of the East and West
Indies routes during their voyages to and from Europe
from the 15th century until the advent of steamships
in the 19th century.

The port of Angra is also the eminent example of a
creation linked to the maritime world: It is directly and
tangibly associated with a development of a universal
historic significance, the maritime exploration that allowed exchanges between the world’s great civilizations.
Angra do Heroismo’s port comprises two natural
basins protected by a series of hills, being a distinctive
example of the adaptation of an urban model to particular climatic conditions: the gridiron plan typically
used in new cities was skewed to take into account the
prevailing winds.
It has been conjectured, and not without reason,
that this choice was imposed by the navigators and
their cartographers. An extensive defensive system was
installed following the town’s foundation.
Even following a devastating earthquake on 1 January
1980, the central zone of the town of Angra do Heroismo has preserved the better part of its monumental
heritage and its original vernacular architecture, and
remains a homogenous urban ensemble.
(Source: UNESCO)

Tehran-Rome co-op gains momentum
following Islamic Revolution: Italian envoy

H E R I T A G E TEHRAN — Decades of
d
e
s
k Tehran-Rome collaboration in the arenas of archaeology and cultural
heritage has gained momentum following the
1979 Islamic Revolution, Italian Ambassador
to Iran Giuseppe Perrone said on Sunday.
He made the remarks addressing a
conference devoted to mark 60 years of
collaboration in the fields of cultural heritage and archaeology, which was held at
the National Museum of Iran in downtown
Tehran, ISNA reported.
After the victory of the Islamic Revolution,
cooperation between Iran and Italy in the
arenas of history and culture was further
expanded and integrated by the means of
working teams and projects, Perrone said.
The envoy along with Deputy Tourism
Minister Mohammad-Hassan Talebian also
cut ribbon on a public exhibition, which is
dedicated to excavated relics, documents,
and joint efforts archaeologists and restorers
from the two countries have so far made.
This exhibition aims to celebrate the
60th anniversary of the collaboration of
archaeologists, experts and researchers
from Iran and Italy to demonstrate their
efforts to restore and preserve [ancient]
monuments, the envoy said.
Iran and Italy are also collaborating in
fine arts, cinema among other fields, he said,
adding “But archaeologists demonstrate a
core and essence of our collaboration from
past up to the present, what that goes back
to our history.”
Jebrail Nokandeh, who presides over the
National Museum of Iran, for his part, voiced
hope that such events help to sustain and
reinforce joint interactions, saying the exhibition illustrates a profound cultural exchange
that is deeply rooted the two nations that
are inheritors of rich culture and heritage.
He described this kind of relationship
as the most enduring form of friendship
that can be “an inviolable role model” for
other nations.
Talebian, Iranian Center for Archaeological
Research Director Rouhollah Shirazi, and a
senior official from the Italian Institute for
the Middle East and Far East, were amongst
other speakers at the event, the report said.
From the early 20th century on, ac-

Iran and Italy are also collaborating in fine arts and cinema among
other fields, the Italian envoy said, adding “But archaeologists
demonstrate a core and essence of our collaboration from past up to
the present, what that goes back to our history.”
cording to Encyclopedia Iranica, Italians
participated in the scholarly investigation
of ancient Iranian history and culture, most
notably Ugo Monneret de Villard, but Italy’s direct involvement in field archeology
in Iran dates from relatively recent times.
The first agreement between the Iranian
Archeological Services and the Institute for
the Middle and Far East (Istituto Italiano
per il Medio ed Estremo Oriente, IsMEO,
q.v.) was reached only in 1959. Under its
learned and dynamic director, Giuseppe
Tucci (q.v.), IsMEO had already started
archeological research in Pakistan (1956)

and Afghanistan (1957).
Since 1960 the Center for Archeological
Excavation has organized large-scale excavations in the region of Sistan; the Center for
Conservation carried out especially significant
research at Persepolis and Isfahan.
From 1976 to 1978 Italian researchers
from the Institute of Mycenaean and Aegean-Anatolian Studies (a branch of the National Research Council [Consiglio Nazionale
delle Ricerche]) conducted surface surveys,
directed by P. E. Pecorella and M. Salvini, in
the Urmia and Usnaviye plains, as well as in
the area between Lake Urmia and the Zagros

Mountains in Iranian Azerbaijan.
An important highlight of Italian archeological work in Iran lies in the area of paleobotanical research, which formed part of the
studies in Sistan and later at Tepe Yahya, Tepe
Hesar, Qal’a-ye Esma’il Aqa, and Tepe Gijlar.
Organized by Iran’s Research Institute of
Cultural Heritage & Tourism, the conference
aimed to discuss four main areas of Iranian
cultural heritage, namely; archaeological
findings relative to prehistorical times, the
ones that is liked with Achaemenid-era, ones
linked to Parthian and Sassanid times, and
the field of conservation.

An in-depth look at garments of Turkmen people in Iran
By Samaneh Shahrinejad
Golestan province is home to various ethnic groups including
Turkmen, Kazak, Katoul, Qizilbash Turk, Baluch, Semnani,
Khorasani amongst others. The northern Iranian province
enjoys a colorful landscape and different subcultures as well.
The variety of clothing as one of the most important cultural
expressions of Golestani tribes is one of the important topics of
research and tourism attractions. Different ethnic groups come
together in ritual ceremonies with colored clothes and form a
beautiful colorful circle. The study of clothing in the regions of
Golestan province among the Turkmen people indicates that the
climatic, geographical and cultural conditions affected it. This
transformation can be seen in the language and lifestyle of the
region. In this field research, I aimed to introduce indigenous
and local garments of the Turkmen people.
Turkmen natives and local clothing
Turkmen women decorated their clothes with beautifully
sewing. In the past, they used simple dresses without decorations in everyday life. The local women’s clothing consists
of hats, shirts, belts, pants, Qaba, socks and shoes. Turkmen
men’s clothing includes: head cover, foot cap, Qaba, trousers,
lumbar shawls, shirts, overalls, socks and shoes.
In terms of application, ladies’ clothes are divided into
several categories:
• Working clothes: used for agricultural purposes and for
cooking bread and home affairs.
• City clothes: used for going out and buying from the market.
• Ceremonial clothes: they wear these clothes when they
take part in the celebration.
• Home clothes: Different depending on the age of the family.
The use of the shape and color is different for the child and
the young, male and female. It is even different for the new
bride and groom, such that they cover the front of the new bride
with curtains that are fitted with chicken feathers, beads and
colored fabric pieces to protect him from eye sores, and wrap
her waist with green scarf for good luck.
Girls wear hats before they are married, all of which is
covered with silk fiber, and when they come to the feast and
celebration, they will put jewelry named of Qupe on it, and
when they want to marry, they take off their hat and Qupe
and they wear a sarband with another form. At weddings and
celebrations, they wear new clothes and use more jewelry, and
the beauty of dresses will be doubled with colorful sewing and
different shapes.
Turkmen local clothing is seen in Bandar Torkman, Aqqala, Gonbad-e Kavus, Kalaleh and in the surrounding villages.
Women’s clothing components:
Clothing
• Shirt: A red silk shirt called “Quinoc”, which is made of
handmade silk cloth with red, yellow, and black striped lines.
The collar is round and slotted to the chest for girls, and taller
to the abdomen for mothers. The sleeves are tall and the height
of the shirt is up to the ankles. Mostly, they weave around the
sleeves and collar with colorful silk fibers. They wrap under
the neck of the collar with a round flower, with gold or silver,
embroidered with turquoise. The fabric of the shirt is considered
to be appropriate for the season. In the summer, it is made of
cotton cloth, and in winter, it is made of cloth and silk, but there
are more pieces and sometimes some dresses are worn over,
in the winter the dress is tighter and in the summer it is looser.
Chavut (Chabit, Shawut): A kind of long sleeved or short
sleeved open front cloth, that besides the sewing in the front
and side of the slot, there are some jewelry woven on it, and
depending on the status of family, the jewelry is of gold or
silver. They wear it at parties and festivities.

In silk cloths, to protect the fabric from wearing out in contact with sweat, they wove a piece of fabric between sleeve and
the cloth and sometimes they changed it, and in this way the
whole cloth won’t get hurt.
• Charvod: A dress similar to a women’s coat used in winter.
Its cloth is made of colorful velvet.
• Chikmen (Chuckman): A woolen dress that is of two types:
the Inche Chakman (thin Chakman) and the Yogin Chakman
(Thick Chakman).
• Kurte: A long dress that is actually a type of scarf and
thick winter coat with a lot of shapes woven on it. It looks like
a jacket that women put on of the sides of it over their heads.
Chourbi (Cherbi, Serbi): A raincoat that has a long sleeve
attached to each other, without a collar and a button that women
put it on like a chador. Unlike the Kurte, Chourbi does not have
any space between the motifs.
Belt: Women wear a belt called “Ghoshaq” made of silk.
Clamping this shawl on the shirt will cause the shirt to be shorter
and not bother the women. In addition, it is healthy for the
waist and abdomen.
Trousers (Balaq): The upper part of the trousers is made
from a cotton fabric and a section that appears underneath
the shirt is made of silk with linen and different and colorful
shapes sewn on it. The edges of the fabric are sewn to the inside
of the leg with a tied black or girly strand called “Jahak” so as
not to fade due to friction. In the past, the pants were tied up
with a strap and the genus was cotton and handmade, and
they were called Uchqer.
Socks: Turkmen women, like most women in Iran, weave
colorful wool and silk socks for themselves and their men, and
sometimes they sell them to the market. In the past, they used
“Dolaq” instead of socks. Dolaq was a cloth that was wrapped
around their feet.
Shoe: In the past, they wore black rubber shoes imported
from Russia, but now they use shoes in the market. There was a
kind of heeled shoes called “Uk Jeli Kevesh”. There were shoes
from the residents of Jajarm which called “Garmehei” and it
was made of leather.
Men’s clothing components:
Clothing
• Shirt: Men’s shirt with a simple sleeve and trim, normal
height and round neck and without turning back. At the side
of the neck, it closes with the button and the slot of the shirt is
placed on the right side of the chest.
Another kind of plain shirt is without collar and button
with a long sleeve, and a strap is used instead of the button,
and was called a “Sep Jeqe”.
• Qaba: Turkmen men’s clothing, a simple dress without
turned collar with long sleeves (without a sub-jacket), instead,
at the ends of the sleeves and the upper part of it there are some

slots, and the two sides are placed over each other. It is held with
a brace or a wide leather belt. Fabrics used in this cloth include:
• Qermez don: Silk fabric with red background and yellow lines.
• Aqli don: red silk fabric with white and black lines.
• Sari don: A cream colored wool cloth called “Chukman”.
• Fur: In the winter, men use Fur or sheaths called “Ichmig”.
The best type of Fur is “Baqana Ichmig” which is made from
the skin of a one-month-old lamb. The other types of Fur are
from the skin of 5 to 6 months old lambs and after tanning with
a variety of natural substances it turns to yellow.
• Don: A plain, non-collar or collar outfit, with long sleeves
and the ends of the sleeves and upper parts have slots. Both
sides are placed on top of each other and are firmly fixed with
a brace and sometimes with a leather belt.
• Chatal: Light clothing that was used by men during the war.
• Kuzet Bijim: They are also known as Chabit. A dress with
wide, very tight sleeves that reaches to the knee. The sides of
the dress has a cut and it has pocket from inside.
• Chuckman: A top-dressed like men’s overcoat. This cover
is of two types: Inche Chukman and Yoqin Chukman, both of
which were made from camel wool.
• Ichmik: Winter furs or sheaths that were of three types:
Silkme Ichmik, Buqane Ichmik, and Kar Ishchi Ichmik. It has
a long, tight sleeveless sleeve that reaches to the knee.
• Benafje: A winter coat without sleeves which is black and
they put on like cape.
Trousers: Mostly were made of black cloth, and its cut was
like a woman’s trousers, with the difference that the cloth was
cut in whole and the margin of the top was very simple. Men
called the under wear pants “Balak”, and the top trousers were
called “Jolbar”.
Foot covers (Balaq Chik - Dolaq): The rich men were more
likely to travel with horses, and wear this on the trousers around
the wrists and legs. In this way the loose pants were tightened
and the leg was comfortable in stirrup. Farmers and shepherds
also wore this to the wrists and legs.
Waist Shawl: In the festivities and parties, a belt called
“Sotok Shaq”, which was made from goat’s wool was wore
around the waist. In the summer, they used a shawl called
“Yashil Kutuni - Keteni”.
Conclusion
One of the tools of cultural recognition of societies is
dress. Each item of clothing, material and color of the
fabric, the design and pattern of the sewing of clothing,
and their adornments symbolize different concepts. The
garment represents its political, economic, religious, and
occupational status, and determines the status and position
of the person in different social groups. Therefore, the study
of the people of a tribe and the study of the language and
culture of the clothes of its people and society in the present
and past, and the evolution and historical transformation
of the types of clothing and their impact and influence are
valuable in the researches of social sciences, specially to
anthropology. In a more comprehensive view, Turkmen
folk anthropology can be categorized into three categories:
A) The basis of beliefs: For example, latency is one of the
characteristics of apparel due to social and cultural status.
B) Environmental and climatic factors that take into account
the material and type of clothing and even the sewing, clothing
components and materials.
C) Social conditions and relationships such as type and
way of livelihood, traditions, and ceremonies are among the
factors affecting the type and quality of clothing.
(Samaneh Shahrinejad is a professor at Shariati
University of Tehran)
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Ukraine for dummies
There was no excuse for Congress’ ignorance of Ukraine. Here is a guide to help.
By Ray McGovern
ANTIWAR — At Wednesday’s debut of the impeachment
hearings there was one issue upon which both sides of
the aisle seemed to agree, and it was a comic-book caricature of reality.House Intelligence Committee Chairman
Adam Schiff led off the proceedings with this: “In 2014,
Russia invaded a United States ally, Ukraine, to reverse
that nation’s embrace of the West, and to fulfill Vladimir
Putin’s desire to rebuild a Russian empire…”
Five years ago, when Ukraine first came into the news,
those Americans who thought Ukraine was an island in
the Pacific can perhaps be forgiven. That members of the
House Intelligence Committee don’t know – or pretend
not to know – more accurate information about Ukraine
is a scandal, and a consequential one.
As Professor Stephen Cohen has warned, if the impeachment process does not deal in objective fact, already
high tensions with Russia are likely to become even more
dangerous.So here is a kind of primer for those who might
be interested in some Ukraine history:
Late 1700s: Catherine the Great consolidated her rule;
established Russia’s first and only warm-water naval
base in Crimea.
In 1919, after the Bolshevik Revolution, Moscow defeated resistance in Ukraine and the country becomes
one of 15 Republics of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).
In 1954, after Stalin’s death the year before, Nikita
Khrushchev, a Ukrainian, assumed power. Pandering
to Ukrainian supporters, he unilaterally decreed that
henceforth Crimea would be part of the Ukrainian SSR,
not the Russian SSR. Since all 15 Republics of the USSR
were under tight rule from Moscow, the switch was a
distinction without much of a difference – until later,
when the USSR fell apart.
Khrushchev: Gave Ukraine away.
Nov. 1989: Berlin wall down.
Dec. 2-3, 1989: President George H. W. Bush invites
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to summit talks in
Malta; reassures him “the U.S. will not take advantage”
of Soviet troubles in Eastern Europe. Bush had already
been pushing the idea of a Europe whole and free, from
Portugal to Vladivostok.
A Consequential Quid Pro Quo
Feb. 7-10, 1990: Secretary of State James Baker negotiates a quid pro quo; Soviet acceptance of the bitter pill
of a reunited Germany (inside NATO), in return for an
oral US promise not to enlarge NATO “one inch more”
to the East.
Dec. 1991: the USSR falls apart. Suddenly it does matter that Khrushchev gave Crimea to the Ukrainian SSR;
Moscow and Kyiv work out long-term arrangements for
the Soviet navy to use the naval base at Sevastopol.
The quid pro quo began to unravel in October 1996
during the last weeks of President Bill Clinton’s campaign
when he said he would welcome Poland, Hungary and
the Czech Republic into NATO – the earlier promise to
Moscow notwithstanding. Former US Ambassador to the
USSR Jack Matlock, who took part in both the Bush-Gorbachev early-December 1989 summit in Malta and the
Baker-Gorbachev discussions in early February 1990,
has said, “The language used was absolute, including no
‘taking advantage’ by the US… I don’t see how anybody
could view the subsequent expansion of NATO as anything but ‘taking advantage,’ particularly since, by then,
Russia was hardly a credible threat.” (From 16 members
in 1990, NATO has grown to 29 member states – the
additional 13 all lie east of Germany.)
Feb. 1, 2008: Amid rumors of NATO planning to
offer membership to Ukraine, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov warns US Ambassador William Burns that
“Nyet Means Nyet.” Russia will react strongly to any
move to bring Ukraine or Georgia into NATO. Thanks
to WikiLeaks, we have Burns’s original cable from embassy in Moscow.
April 3, 2008: Included in Final Declaration from NATO
summit in Bucharest: “NATO welcomes Ukraine’s and
Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations for membership in

NATO. We agreed today that these countries will become
members of NATO.”
Early September 2013: Putin helps Obama resist neocon demands to do “shock and awe” on Syria; Russians
persuade President Bashar al-Assad to give up Syrian army
chemical weapons for destruction on a US ship outfitted
for chemical weapons destruction. Neocons are outraged
over failing to mousetrap Obama into attacking Syria.
Meanwhile in Ukraine
Dec. 2013: In a speech to the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation,
Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs Victoria
Nuland says: “The United States has supported Ukraine’s
European aspirations. … We have invested over $5 billion
to assist Ukraine in these and other goals that will ensure
a secure and prosperous and democratic Ukraine.”
Feb. 4, 2014: Amid rioting on the Maidan in Kiev,
YouTube carries Assistant Secretary of State Victoria
Nuland’s last minute instructions to US Ambassador to
Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt regarding the US pick for new
Ukrainian prime minister, Arseniy Yatsenyuk (aka “Yats”)
and other plans for the imminent coup d’etat in Kiev.
(See: ) When Pyatt expresses concern about EU misgivings about mounting a coup, Nuland says “Fuck the EU.”
She then apologizes to the EU a day or two later – for
the profanity, not for the coup. She also says that Vice
President Joe Biden will help “glue this thing together”,
meaning the coup.
Feb. 22, 2014: Coup d’etat in Kyiv; appropriately
labeled “the most blatant coup in history” by George
Friedman, then President of the widely respected thinktank STRATFOR.
Feb. 23, 2014: The date that NATO, Western diplomats,
and the corporate media have chosen – disingenuously
– as the beginning of recent European history, with silence about the coup orchestrated in Kyiv the day before.
President Vladimir Putin returns to Moscow from the
winter Olympics in Sochi; confers with advisers about
Crimea, deciding – unlike Khrushchev in 1954 – to arrange a plebiscite to let the people of Crimea, most of
whom strongly opposed the coup regime, decide their
own future.
March 16, 2014: The official result from the voters in
Crimea voted overwhelmingly for independence from
Ukraine and to join Russia. Following the referendum,
Crimea declared independence from Ukraine and asked
to join the Russian Federation. On March 18, the Russian
Federal Assembly ratified the incorporation of Crimea
into Russia.
In the following days, Putin made it immediately (and
publicly) clear that Yatsenyuk’s early statement about

Ukraine joining NATO and – even more important – the
US/NATO plans to deploy ABM systems around Russia’s
western periphery and in the Black Sea, were the prime
motivating forces behind the post-referendum re-incorporation of Crimea into Russia.
No one with rudimentary knowledge of Russian history
should have been surprised that Moscow would take no
chances of letting NATO grab Crimea and Russia’s only
warm-water naval base. The Nuland neocons seized on
the opportunity to accuse Russia of aggression and told
obedient European governments to follow suit. Washington could not persuade its European allies to impose
stringent sanctions on Russia, though, until the downing
of Malaysian Airlines MH17 over Ukraine.
Airplane Downed; 298 Killed
July 17, 2014: MH17 shot down
July 20, 2014: Secretary of State John Kerry told NBC’s
David Gregory, “We picked up the imagery of this launch.
We know the trajectory. We know where it came from. We
know the timing. And it was exactly at the time that this
aircraft disappeared from the radar.” The US, however,
has not shared any evidence of this.
Given the way US intelligence collectors had been
focused, laser-like, on that part of the Ukrainian-Russian border at that time, it is a near certainty that the US
has highly relevant intelligence regarding what actually
happened and who was most likely responsible. If that
intelligence supported the accusations made by Kerry,
it would almost certainly have been publicized.
Less than two weeks after the shoot-down, the Europeans were persuaded to impose sanctions that hurt
their own businesses and economies about as much as
they hurt Russia’s – and far more than they hurt the US
There is no sign that, in succumbing to US pressure, the
Europeans mustered the courage to ask for a peek at the
“intelligence” Kerry bragged about on NBC TV.
Oct. 27, 2016: Putin speaks at the Valdai International
Discussion Club.
How did the “growing trust” that Russian President
Putin wrote about in his September 11, 2013 New York
Times op-ed evaporate?
How did what Putin called his close “working and
personal relationship with President Obama” change
into today’s deep distrust and saber-rattling? A short
three years later after the close collaboration to resolve
the Syrian problem peacefully, Putin spoke of the “feverish” state of international relations and lamented: “My
personal agreements with the President of the United
States have not produced results.” And things have gone
downhill from there.

ICC Should probe crimes against Rohingya
TEHRAN (FNA) — Judges of the International Criminal Court (ICC) have authorized
an investigation into crimes against humanity,
namely deportation, which have forced between
600,000 and one million Rohingya refugees
out of Myanmar, into neighboring Bangladesh
since 2016.
The pre-trial judges “accepted that there
exists a reasonable basis to believe widespread
and/or systematic acts of violence may have
been committed that could qualify as crimes
against humanity of deportation across the
Myanmar-Bangladesh border.” In addition,
there will be persecution on grounds of ethnicity and/or religion against the Rohingya
population.
After a reported military-led crackdown,
widespread killings, rape and village burnings,
nearly three-quarters of a million Rohingya fled
Myanmar’s Rakhine state in August 2017 to
settle in crowded refugee camps in neighboring
Bangladesh.
The International Criminal Court is the
world’s only permanent criminal tribunal
with a mandate to investigate and prosecute
individuals who participate in such international atrocity crimes, including genocide and
crimes against humanity. Now is the time to
do just that.
This is the second strike against the crimes
this week, as the tribunal’s decision follows a
submission by Gambia to the UN’s principal
judicial organ, the International Court of Justice
(ICJ), accusing Myanmar of “mass murder,
rape, and genocidal acts” which violate its
obligations under the Genocide Convention,

in addition to destruction of villages, arbitrary
detention, and torture.
As a member to the Genocide prevention
treaty, Gambia “refused to stay silent”, and
as a member of the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), the small African nation
has taken legal action to assist the persecuted
majority-Muslim Rohingya, with support by
other Muslim countries.
While the UN’s ICJ, known as the ‘World
Court’, settles disputes submitted by states on
a range of matters, the ICC is the world’s only
permanent criminal tribunal with a mandate
to investigate and prosecute individuals who
participate in international atrocity crimes,
including genocide and crimes against humanity.
In July, the ICC’s top Prosecutor Fatou Ben-

souda requested an investigation be open into
the crimes committed since October of 2016,
concerning Myanmar and Bangladesh.
At that time, her office’s preliminary examination found “a reasonable basis” to believe
that at least 700,00 Rohingya were deported
from Myanmar to Bangladesh “through a
range of coercive acts causing suffering and
serious injury.”
Under the Rome Statute that created the
ICC, which highlights crimes against humanity
as one of its four crucial international crimes,
the top Prosecutor should conclude sufficient
legal conditions have been met to open an investigation.
While Myanmar is not a state party to the
treaty, Bangladesh ratified the Statute in 2010,

meaning authorization to investigate does not
extend to all crimes potentially committed in
Myanmar, but will focus on violations committed
in part on Bangladeshi territory.
Only justice and accountability’ can stop the
violence. Judges forming the pre-trial chamber
should receive views on this request by or on
behalf of hundreds of thousands of victims.
They want an investigation by the Court, and
many believe that only justice and accountability
can ensure that the perceived circle of violence
and abuse comes to an end.
The Chamber should also consider that
the situation clearly has reached the gravity
threshold. The pre-trial Chamber in addition
should authorize the commencement of the
investigation in relation to any crime, including
future crime, so long as it is within the jurisdiction of the Court, and should be committed at
least in part in the Rome Statute State Party,
Bangladesh, or any other territory accepting
the jurisdiction.
The crimes must also be sufficiently linked
to the present situation, as they have been committed on or after the date of the Statute’s entry
into force for Bangladesh or the relevant State
Party.
The good news is that judges from the ICC
have given the greenlight for prosecutors to
commence collection of necessary evidence,
which could result in the judge’s issuance of
summons to appear in court or warrants of
arrest. Parties to the Statute have a legal obligation to cooperate fully with the ICC, nonmembers invited to cooperate should also do
so voluntarily.
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U.S. military assistance Cannot
fix Mexico’s Cartel Mayhem
By Ted Galen Carpenter
NATIONALINTEREST— Drone strikes or U.S. special forces
missions will not solve Mexico’s cartel and drug problems. Trump
needs to resist the temptation to adopt a futile, counterproductive
military option in the country.
President Donald Trump’s response to the massacre of an American ex-pat family by drug cartel gunmen in northwest Mexico was
both emotional and suggestive of a policy response that could have
far-reaching implications for both Mexico and the United States.
Trump reacted to the incident with a tweet that stated “this is the
time for Mexico, with the help of the United States, to wage WAR
(sic) on the drug cartels and wipe them off the face of the earth. We
merely await a call from your great new president!” He added: “If
Mexico needs or requests help in cleaning out these monsters, the
United States stands ready, willing & able to get involved and do the
job quickly and effectively.”
It was not exactly clear as to what Trump had in mind regarding the nature of such “help.” Perhaps it was merely an offer for
enhanced sharing of information about the cartels from the FBI,
the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and other U.S. law
enforcement agencies. Such an order from the president would be
merely a modest increase in the assistance that those agencies already
provide to Mexico and other drug-source countries. Also, it is possible
that Trump was offering to use the CIA and other U.S. intelligence
agencies to help the Mexican government track and disrupt the drug
cartels. Even that move would not constitute a dramatic increase in
Washington’s participation in Mexico’s longstanding war on drugs.
There is another possibility, though, that cannot be ruled out.
Does the Trump administration now contemplate direct U.S. military participation in the worsening conflict between the Mexican
government and several major drug cartels? Such a role could take
two forms. One initiative would entail drone strikes and other applications of airpower against targets in areas of Mexico under the
de facto control of a cartel because government security forces are
ineffective or have withdrawn entirely. The other possibility is that
Washington would deploy Special Forces personnel on the ground
to attack armed cartel units and help the Mexican government regain
control over areas in which the drug gangs have run amok. Either
move would be fraught with multiple negative consequences.

Some of Trump’s closest supporters in Congress certainly are
lobbying for a tougher policy, including a military component, against
the cartels. In two interviews on Fox News, Sen. Tom Cotton (RAR) warned ominously: “If the Mexican government cannot protect
American citizens in Mexico, then the United States may have to take
matters into our own hands.” Cotton emphasized that “our special
operations forces were able to take down [ISIS leader Abu Bakr]
al-Baghdadi in Syria a couple weeks ago,” and they did the same “to
Osama bin Laden in Pakistan eight years ago.” He added, “I have
every confidence that if the president directed them to do so, that
they could impose a world of hurt on these cartels.” Clearly, he had
something more in mind than increased sharing of intelligence information with the Mexican government. Indeed, he scorned President
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador’s policy of “hugs, not bullets,” and
countered that the only effective way to fight the cartels was with
“more bullets and bigger bullets.”
A mid-October incident in Mexico had already alarmed Cotton
and other national security hardliners. Armed enforcers of the powerful Sinaloa drug cartel battled units of Mexico’s National Guard on
the streets of Culiacan, a city of eight hundred thousand people, for
more than eight hours to free two sons of former drug lord Joaquin
“El Chapo” Guzman. In a stunning development, they defeated the
government troops. Writing in the Federalist, conservative analyst
John Daniel Davidson described the horrifying scene. “Armed with
military-grade weapons and driving custom-built armored vehicles,
cartel henchmen targeted security forces throughout Culiacan, launching
more than one dozen separate attacks on Mexican security forces.”
The scene, Davidson said, “could have been mistaken for Syria or
Yemen. Footage posted on social media showed burning vehicles
spewing black smoke, heavily armed gunmen blocking roads, dead
bodies strewn across the streets, and residents fleeing for cover amid
high-caliber gunfire.” The battle ended only when trapped government
forces received an order directly from Obrador to cease fighting.
Trump’s offer of assistance to Obrador is not the first time that
he has hinted about possibly involving the U.S. military in Mexico’s
drug war. Just weeks after entering the White House, Trump adopted a similar stance in a session with then-president Enrique Pena
Nieto—and did so in even less cordial terms. “We are willing to help
you,” Trump stated. “But they [the cartels] have to be knocked out,
and you have not done a good job of knocking them out.” Trump
affirmed that he knew “how tough these guys are—[but] our military
will knock them out like you never thought of.” The U.S. president
assured Pena Nieto that he preferred to assist the Mexican military
rather than take direct action, but the implied, menacing alternative
was apparent.
Obrador thanked Trump for the more recent offer of military
assistance, but he quickly rejected it. Indeed, Obrador’s administration seems committed to addressing the underlying causes of
drug violence rather than trying to solve it through military force,
as his predecessors attempted. Trump’s “offer” of help is a direct
challenge to that new approach and risks causing serious tensions
in bilateral relations. Even worse, if the United States pursued airstrikes or other military options in the name of “national security”
over the Mexican government’s objections, that action would create
an alarming crisis.
Mexican officials and the Mexican people have long memories, and
they recall clearly the numerous bullying episodes by the “Colossus
of the North” in both the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Even
a limited U.S. military involvement in Mexico would revive those
memories and feelings of resentment.
In addition to the danger of alienating Mexico’s government
and population, using U.S. military power against the drug cartels
could well lead to another unwinnable, seemingly endless war for
the United States. We don’t need another quixotic adventure to go
along with those in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Yemen. The cartels
are powerful because there is a sizable consumer market for drugs
in the United States and other countries. The prohibition policy to
which Washington and its allies stubbornly cling drives up prices,
thereby enriching and empowering the organizations that control such
a lucrative commerce. Drone strikes or U.S. special forces missions
will not solve that dilemma. Trump needs to resist the temptation to
adopt a futile, counterproductive military option in Mexico.
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Pacific seals at risk as Arctic
ice melt lets deadly disease
spread from Atlantic
A potentially deadly disease affecting marine mammals, including
seals and sea otters, has been passed from the North Atlantic Ocean
to the northern Pacific thanks to the melting of the Arctic sea ice.
Experts have long been concerned that sea ice melting in the
northern oceans, caused by global climate heating, could allow
previously geographically limited diseases to be transmitted
between the two oceans.

Now scientists believe they have identified how an outbreak
of distemper, similar to that suffered by dogs, was passed from
northern seal populations to Alaskan seals and sea otters.
“There’s long been concern that melting Arctic sea ice could allow
disease to pass between the Atlantic and the Pacific,” Tracey Goldstein,
an expert in marine animal diseases at the University of California,
Davis, and one of the lead authors of a report, said. “Now here we are.”
Phocine distemper virus, or PDV, has long been a threat to
seal populations in the northern Atlantic, along with several
strains of influenza, but had not previously been identified in
the Pacific. It was first recognised in 1988 following a massive
epidemic in harbour and grey seals in north-western Europe
with a second event of similar magnitude and extent in 2002.
The 1988 outbreak killed thousands of Britain’s seals.
The virus attacks the immune system, leaving animals susceptible to pneumonia and in the most severe cases can kill a
seal within 10 days of infection. The two outbreaks, which both
started on the Danish island of Anholt in the Kattegat strait,
killed about 23,000 harbour seals in 1988 and 30,000 seals in
2002. The virus is believed to spread through contact between
infected individuals and has killed animals in the waters of Sweden, Norway, Denmark, the UK and Germany.
The new study, published in the journal Nature Communications, based its conclusions on samples taken from seals, sea
lions and sea otters in Alaska between 2001 and 2016, finding
that PDV had become entrenched in Alaskan waters.
“Concern was first raised that PDV could be infecting Alaska’s
sea otters so we decided to look at whether it had been transmitted via overlapping populations of seals and sea lions,” said
Goldstein. “When we started testing the different species the
sequence of the virus was always the same strain, with incidence
peaking when the sea was open.”
The research was prompted by mounting concern in recent
years that the virus could reach the Pacific via a warming Arctic
and infect the large Pacific harbour seal and northern elephant
seal populations or the endangered Hawaiian monk seals. Genetic
sampling of the disease also established that the same strain
identified in the Atlantic had emerged in Alaska, with peaks of
the disease correlating to periods of low sea ice.
The study tested more than 2,000 animals from a variety of
species in Alaska’s waters from the northern Beaufort Sea in the
Arctic to more temperate southern areas.
The report warns of the potential for other diseases to be
spread as sea ice recedes. “Climate change-driven reductions
in sea ice extent in the Arctic Ocean are projected to increase
and open-water routes along the northern Russian coast have
occurred every August and/or September since 2008.
“The health impacts of this new normal in the Arctic are unknown,
but association of open-water routes through Arctic sea ice with
increased PDV exposure or infection suggests that opportunities
for PDV and other pathogens to cross between North Atlantic and
North Pacific marine mammal populations may become more
common,” it said.
(Source: The Guardian)

WORDS IN THE NEWS
Bleak outlook for the world’s
forests
(April 3, 2002)
An American-based environmental research group says that
untouched forest areas are disappearing faster than was previously
thought.
This report from Tim Hirsch.
This alarming picture emerges from a two-year program to map
more than half of the world’s remaining forests. The Washingtonbased environmental think tank the World Resources Institute
found that many areas thought to consist of intact forests are
in fact crisscrossed by roads, logging and mining activities.
Some of the biggest concerns are for Russian forests, still the largest
in the world, but where only a quarter remain undisturbed. The
report says without decisive action, intact forest landscapes could
disappear from whole regions within a few years.
There’s also alarm at the rate of deforestation in Indonesia. It’s
thought to have doubled in just two years, accelerated by illegal
logging and corruption. Four years ago the same team estimated that
around forty per cent of undisturbed forests would disappear within
two decades if the rate of destruction continued as it was. They
now believe that was an underestimate.

Words

think tank: a group of experts who consider various problems
and suggest solutions
intact forests: forests that have not been touched by commercial
activities
crisscrossed: if things crisscross a place they create a pattern
of crossed lines
logging: cutting down trees in order to sell the wood
decisive: if an action is decisive, it makes it certain that there will
be a particular result
deforestation: if there is deforestation, all the trees in an area
are cut down
accelerated: made it happen faster and faster
estimated: if you estimate an amount, you say what it is likely to be
rate: speed or frequency
underestimate: an underestimate happens when people do not
realise how great or large something will be
(Source: BBC)
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Iranian environmentalists to
plant 1 billion trees in 5 years

ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — As long as
d
e
s
k deforestation is haunting
the country, environmentalists have decided to join hands and plant one billion trees
during the next five years, IRNA news agency
reported on Saturday.
An environmentalist, Hossein Abiri-Golpaygani, told IRNA on Sunday that it
is scheduled to plant 200 million trees each
year in cooperation with NGOs and relevant
state-run organizations which can reach up
to one billion in 5 years.
Trees are among the most important species on the planet due to offering over 30 useful
services to the ecosystem, such as oxygen
production, wildlife species protection, soil
and ground water resources preservation,
most importantly reducing air pollution by
absorbing the particulate matters.
Each tree produces 2 kilogram of oxygen
annually, so one hectare of trees can produce
2,500 to 3,000 oxygen which help 10 people
to breathe oxygen, while they can reduce the
area’s temperature by 11 degrees.
As forests play a significant role in the
carbon cycle, when are cut down, not only
does carbon absorption cease, but also the
carbon stored in the trees is released into the
atmosphere as CO2 if the wood is burned or
even if it is left to rot after the deforestation
process.
According to climateandweather.net,
forests store up to 100 times more carbon
than agricultural fields of the same area, it is
estimated that more than 1.5 billion tons of
carbon dioxide are released to the atmosphere
due to deforestation, mainly the cutting and

burning of forests, every year.
Over 30 million acres of forests and woodlands are lost every year due to deforestation.
Despite all these advantages the trees can
bring us, they are taken for granted even in
Iran as 2 million hectares of northern forests
have been depleted since past 30 years.
In Zagros Mountains forest steppe (located
in the country’s western border), 30 percent
of its 6 million hectares (3.5 percent of Iran)
is wiped out, and 18 million oak trees died
of pest and diseases.
During the past five years, 4 to 5 million

trees in northern forest have died.
Each 50-year old tree is worth $200,000
for its ecological value, while we easily cut
down trees aging 100 over above due to road
construction or mining activities.
Iran is ranked 17th among countries
around the world regarding its wide land
area, which constitutes 1.2 percent of the
whole world’s land area, Abiri-Golpaygani
said, adding, Iran is a unique country for
its weather condition being four-seasoned.
He went on to lament that over the few
past decades, some issues like climate change

and excessive wood extraction have caused
the forests to bear dire consequences and in
some cases to disappear.
To overcome the issue, some countries
have thought of a solution such as Ethiopia
which have announced to plant 200 million
trees in a day but people had planted over
350 million trees by the end of the day, he
explained, adding, we can use the same experience to help preserve the country’s forests.
Abiri-Golpaygani went on to say that since
the past 30 years NGOs have been officially
started working to lead the public contributions to social issues, and now we should use
this capacity to conserve natural resources.
If some 500 trees are planted per hectare
of land, about two million hectares of land
are needed, so 20,000 square kilometers
across Iran will be covered with trees, which
accounts for one percent of the country’s
land area, he also added.
To plant one billion seedlings throughout
the country, we can use students’ capacity which accounts for about 15 percent of
the population, even teachers can take an
effective step by making pots from recycled
waste, he said.
Provincial natural resource departments
also can come efficient and provide the students with the needed seed and fertilizer,
while determining the appropriate tree
type, he noted.
Moreover, governmental organizations,
universities, hospitals, stadiums, offices,
parks, urban green spaces can all join
planting seedlings and save our country,
Abiri-Golpaygani concluded.

Camera traps picture Persian leopard in western Iran

ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — Camera traps captured phod
e
s
k tos of a Persian leopard in Khorram Abad,
western Lorestan province, Mehrdad Fathi Beiranvand,
provincial department of environment chief has said.
Camera traps are remotely activated and equipped with
motion sensors or infrared sensors, which capture wild
animals on film.
“We have installed cameras in protected areas of
the province to determine the existence of valuable or
endangered species, he stated,” Mehr news agency reported on Saturday.
He went on to say that stablishing wildlife monitoring
stations, holding training courses and workshops on
wildlife protection and increasing the region’s safety are
among the measures done by the province’s department
of environment.
He further expressed hope that with such efficient
measures, the population of precious wildlife species

increases in the area.
Since last year, the traps succeeded in taking photos of

different big cat species especially Persian leopard which
demonstrates the region’s proper condition, he concluded.
The Persian leopard is listed as Endangered on the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red
List; the population is estimated at fewer than 871–1,290
mature individuals and considered declining.
According to the Department of Environment, 156 leopards have been killed in Iran from 2005 to 2014, nearly 20
leopards a year. Studies indicate that currently there are
less than 500 leopards nationwide.
Persian leopards are mainly threatened by poaching,
depletion of their prey base due to poaching, human disturbances, habitat loss due to deforestation, fire, agricultural
expansion, overgrazing, and infrastructure development.
In Iran, primary threats are habitat disturbances followed
by illegal hunting and excess of livestock in the leopard
habitats. The leopards’ chances for survival outside protected areas appear very slim.

‘Poor waste management brings annual loss of $10.5b’

ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — Poor waste
d
e
s
k management brings the
country an annual loss of 440 trillion rials
(about $10.5 billion), Hassan Pasandideh,
head of waste management affairs at the
Department of Environment (DOE), has said.
In recent years, measures have been
taken to manage waste in the country, but
the DOE is the responsible body for waste
management in the country, he stated, ISNA
reported on Sunday.
Large amounts of waste are produced
annually in the country, which needs to be
separated at source, he said adding, poor
management of waste in the country cause a
financial burden of 440 trillion rials (about
$10.5 billion) per year.
The lack of laws prevents waste management law from enforcement, the law should
urge all the organizations strictly that no one
can escape implementation, he highlighted.

“Also, given the scope of the DOE’s
responsibility, we needed to create a separate waste management affair at the organization, which fortunately have been
established,” he added.
“We prepared comprehensive plans on
proper waste management which needs
cooperation of all related bodies to pace
up the process.”
Referring to dry waste as an economic
commodity, he said that waste can generate
employment and income, as well as helping
to manage the environment.
“Currently, we have specific regulations
for medical and agricultural waste disposal,
but we also need to develop regulations for
hazardous and industrial waste, which is
planned to be determined,” he highlighted.
He further expressed hope that with better cooperation of relevant organization,
waste management improves nationwide.

Sadr-o-din Alipour, the director of environment and sustainable development
department of Tehran Municipality, has
said that over 3,000 tons of plastic waste
is generated per day in the country, which
reaches 1 million tons in a year.
Ali Moridi, head of soil and water office
at the DOE, said in October 2018 that while
reduction of waste generation and separation of waste at source are the two major
processes in waste management, in Iran the
focus is mainly on the last phase of waste
management which is waste disposal, which
will slow down the path to waste minimization and waste sorting at source.
Although proper waste management
could solve the country’s environmental
problems, the budget requested by the
DOE for waste management has not been
approved by the Majlis [Iranian parliament],
he lamented.

According to a report published by United
Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) in October 2016, waste
generation per capita in Iran’s urban areas
is about 658 grams per day while Iranian
waste generation per capita in rural areas
is about 220-340 grams per day. Average
Iranian waste generation per capita amounts
to some 240 kilograms per year.
In Tehran alone waste generation per
capita is estimated at 750-800 grams per
day and each Tehrani citizen generates
about 270-450 kilograms of waste per year.
The report continues that unfortunately
only 7 percent of the waste is separated at
the source, 13 percent is recycled and only
2.5 percent of them end up in formal or
sanitary landfills and some 77.5 percent
of the waste will be burnt or buried in informal landfills located in the countryside
or deserts near cities.
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Cabinet disapproves production
of carbureted motorcycles
While the ministries of industry and interior have demanded the cabinet
to reconsider its decision to ban the production of carbureted motorcycles
and allow issuance of license plates, the cabinet of ministers rejected
the proposal on June 17, ISNA reported on Friday.
Resuming the production of carbureted-motorcycles and issuing license
for carburetor motorcycles is against the law, Tehran city councilor
Zahra Sadr-Azam Nouri has said.
Referring to the fact that the interior and industry ministers’ request
was against the law, she said it seems that supporting the private sector
and manufacturers as well as employment and income generation is
prioritized over public health.

PREFIX/SUFFIX

تولید مجدد موتورسیکلتهای کاربراتوری
خالف قانون است

بــه گـزارش روز جمعــه خبرگـزاری ایســنا بــا وجود درخواســت بــه وزیر کشــور و وزیر صنعــت و معدن مبنــی بر تولید
.موتورســیکلتهای کاربراتــوری هیــات دولت هفته ی گذشــته شــمارهگذاری این موتورســیکلت را ممنوع اعــام کرد
زهــرا صــدر اعظــم نــوری رییــس کمیســیون ســامت شــورای اســامی شــهر تهــران بــا اشــاره بــه مصوبــه
 تولید مجدد:گفــت،هیــات وزیــران مبنــی بــر ممنوعیــت تولیــد و شــمارهگذاری موتورســیکلتهای کاربراتوری
.موتورســیکلتهای کاربراتــوری خــاف قانــون اســت
وی بــا اشــاره بــه اینکــه درخواســتی کــه وزیــر کشــور و وزیر صنعــت و معــدن در ایــن زمینــه از هیــات
 بیشــتر نــگاه: گفت،ن و مصوب هیــات دولــت اســت و نبایــد مجــوز داده شــود
 دولــت دارد خــاف قانــو
حمایــت از بخــش خصوصــی و تولیدکننــدگان اســت و بــه نظــر مــی رسد اشــتغال و درآمدزایی بــر
.مباحــث ســامت افــراد ارجــح اســت

PHRASAL VERB

IDIOM

“hepato-, hepat-”

Hold off

Butter somebody up

Meaning: liver
For example: I am pleased to assist in their battle
against Hepatitis.

Meaning: to delay doing something past
For example: Buyers have been holding off until
the price falls.

Explanation: to flatter somebody or to be very nice
to them, especially if you want to obtain something
For example: He was so keen to get the job that he
spent his time buttering up the boss.
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Trump is ‘lawless’ must be stopped,
says congresswoman

Press TV — US President Donald Trump
is “lawless” and must be stopped, says congresswoman Rashida Tlaib .
“The one thing I noticed when I first got
here is the lack of urgency on a number of
fronts,” the Muslim congresswoman was
cited as saying by VICE News in a Saturday
report. “[Trump is] king-like. He’s lawless.
We have to stop it because we have to put
our country and our democracy first.”
The Palestinian-American woman is a
member of the “squad,” a progressive Democratic group in the House, along with Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Ayanna Pressley
and Ilhan Omar.
President Trump’s racism hits a new level,
calling on four congresswomen to “go back”
where they came from.
“People like me have been running for
office, but we’re finally winning,” said the
Michigan representative. “And we’re winning because I think folks are realizing
that our democracy has been hijacked by
corporations.”
She made the comments as the Trump administration was grappling with the pressure
emanating from an impeachment inquiry
in the lower chamber of the congress over
his quid pro quo with Ukraine.
“I believe too much in our country that

we’re not going to fail the American people,”
Tlaib said. “Too many of us are looking, and
too many of us are not going to stay silent.”
Representative Rashida Tlaib (D-MI) and
Senator (I-VT) and presidential candidate
Bernie Sanders hold hands on stage during
a rally at Cass Technical High School on
October 27, 2019 in Detroit, Michigan.

On Friday, US Attorney General William
Barr defended Trump, accusing is opponents
of trying to “sabotage the functioning of his
administration.”
“While the President has certainly
thrown out the traditional Beltway playbook, he was upfront about that beforehand,
and the people voted for him, he said. “The

fact is that this Administration’s policy
initiatives and proposed rules, including
the Travel Ban, have transgressed neither
constitutional, nor traditional, norms, and
have been amply supported by the law
and patiently litigated through the Court
system to vindication.”
Barr has so far refused to comment on
the quid pro quo, only sufficing to say that
the redacted transcript of the call between
Trump and his Ukrainian counterpart proves
nothing.
Nancy Pelosi opened the door to a direct
personal attack on Trump by diplomatically
questioning his temperament, but Congresswoman Ilhan Omar stepped in and ran with
it, according to Myles Hoenig.
“Immediately after President Trump
won election, opponents inaugurated what
they called ‘The Resistance,’ and they rallied
around an explicit strategy of using every
tool and maneuver available to sabotage the
functioning of his Administration,” he said.
“They essentially see themselves as engaged
in a war to cripple, by any means necessary,
a duly elected government.”
Trump tied $400 million in military aid
to Ukraine to Kiev’s compliance with his
request to investigate former Vice President
Joe Biden.

Reports: France lost nearly three Billion euro over yellow vest protests

TEHRAN (Tasnim) — France has lost 2.5 billion euros
($2.75 billion) over the yellow vest protests, which started
exactly a year ago, citing the government, French RTL radio
station reported on Friday.
Since the beginning of the yellow vest protests in November 2018, 75,000 French citizens working in hotel,
restaurant, transport and trade industries have become
partially unemployed, Sputnik reported.
According to the RTL, 5,000 small enterprises and trading
companies, which have suffered from protesters’ actions,
have requested government’s assistance over the past year.
In particular, they have requested deferment of social fees
and other taxes worth 460 million euros.

Over the same period, insurance companies have paid
230 million euros in compensation to 13,000 “looted”
enterprises.
The wave of the yellow vest rallies started in France
on November 17, 2018. The protests were initially
triggered by the government’s plan to increase fuel
taxes.
Even though the government abandoned the plan and
introduced a set of measures to improve the socioeconomic
situation, protesters continue taking to the streets across
France, as they still have demands to the government. The
rallies often lead to damage and violent lashes between the
police and the activists.

Arcuri turns on Boris in the middle of a general election campaign

Press TV — The American model and
businesswoman who hit the headlines last
month over an alleged affair with Boris Johnson now appears ready to divulge sensitive
information on her relationship with the
Prime Minister.
In an interview with ITV, Jennifer Arcuri claims that following revelations of the
alleged affair, and a possible misconduct in
public office at the heart of it, the PM had

cast her aside “like a gremlin”. Arcuri now
says she wished the PM had declared their
“personal relationship” as a potential “conflict of interest” to avoid her “humiliation”.
Arcuri claims that her requests for media
advice from the PM had been “blocked” even
though she had kept his “secrets”.
Addressing the PM directly, Arcuri pleaded: “I’ve been nothing but loyal, faithful,
supportive, and a true confidante of yours”.

“I’ve kept your secrets, and I’ve been your
friend”, an emotional Arcuri added.
Arcuri hit the headlines in early October
after it emerged she had been given £126,000
in public money, in addition to privileged
access to three overseas trade missions, even
though she was not qualified for it.
The money and privileged access was
given to Arcuri when Johnson was serving
as the mayor of London.

The Independent Office of Police Conduct
(a Police watchdog) is looking into whether
the PM should face criminal charges, specifically a charge of misconduct in public office,
in relation to the Arcuri scandal.
Arcuri’s threat of ‘spilling the beans’ on what
is widely believed to be a four-year affair, adds
a new dimension to the scandal and is a blow
to the PM as he fights for his political survival
in next month’s general election.

Saudi Arabia intensifying talks with Yemen’s Houthis: Sources

TEHRAN (Tasnim) — Saudi Arabia is intensifying informal talks with the Houthi Ansarullah movement to reach
a ceasefire agreement in Yemen, sources familiar with the
discussions said.
The talks were launched in Jordan in late September,
three of the sources said, with Riyadh taking sole responsibility for military efforts by the Arab alliance waging war
in Yemen after the exit of its main partner, the United Arab
Emirates.
The discussions began after the Houthis offered to halt
retaliatory missile and drone attacks on Saudi cities if the
Saudi-led coalition ended its airstrikes on Yemen, they said.
A fourth source said “discussions on finalizing the security pact are moving very quickly now through a number

of channels” but that Riyadh still had concerns about its
border security.
“We have had an open channel with the Houthis since
2016. We are continuing these communications to support
peace in Yemen,” a Saudi official said.
A Houthi official, who declined to be named, confirmed
the group was discussing a broad ceasefire with Riyadh but
cautioned that the group’s patience was “wearing thin”.
The United Nations also hopes to restart negotiations between Yemen’s Saudi-backed government and
the Houthis to end the ongoing Saudi-led war on the
impoverished Arab country. The UN’s Yemen special
envoy has said he hopes for a resolution to the conflict
in the first few months of 2020

New investigation unearths evidence of ‘war crimes’ in Iraq and Afghanistan

PressTV — The British government
and UK armed forces have been accused
of hiding evidence related to the killing
of civilians by British troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan.The latest allegations of an
extensive cover-up lasting more than a
decade are made in a joint investigation
by the BBC Panorama programme and
The Sunday Times.
The latest allegations are especially
damning, both for the government and
the British armed forces, not least because
they are validated by 11 British detectives
who claim they found “credible” evidence
of war crimes.
The Sunday Times reports today

that evidence implicating British soldiers in the “murder of children and
the torture of civilians” were at first
covered up by military commanders
and then subsequently kept a “secret”
by the government.Much of the new
evidence has been supplied by the now
defunct Iraq Historic Allegations Team
(IHAT), which previously investigated
alleged war crimes by British troops
during the Anglo-American invasion
and occupation of Iraq in 2003.
Additional information came from within Operation Northmoor, which previously
investigated alleged war crimes by British
troops in Afghanistan.

The Tory government closed down IHAT
in June 2017 citing wrongdoing by senior
solicitor, Phil Shiner, who was head of Strategic Litigation at Public Interest Lawyers.
Operation Northmoor was also subsequently
closed down even though it had unearthed
evidence of widespread instances of abuse
and war crimes by British soldiers in Afghanistan.
An older Sunday Times report from
July 02, 2017, claimed that members of the
elite Special Air Service (SAS) covered up
evidence related to the killing of unarmed
Afghan civilians.The Sunday Times reported that the SAS falsified mission reports
with a view to avoiding a “potential war

crimes scandal”.
In relation to IHAT, it is now increasingly
clear that the main reason the government
shut down the investigation was because
it wanted to avoid any war crimes-related
prosecutions.
The BBC’s Panorama programme interviews one IHAT detective who claims
that: “The Ministry of Defence had no
intention of prosecuting any soldier of
whatever rank he was unless it was absolutely necessary, and they couldn’t
wriggle their way out of it”.
The Panorama programme, called “War
Crimes Scandal Exposed” will be aired tomorrow on BBC One.

Riyadh deal: A Yemeni version of Balfour Declaration

Fourth, by launching a media propaganda cam1
paign, the Saudi officials are trying to improve their reputation
through this deal. By exaggerating the deal, the officials
attempt to describe it as their historic achievement to end
the Yemeni war. But, the point is that the Saudi-led coalition
and the UAE are the main culprits for the war in Yemen.
Earlier, there have been intense clashes between mercenaries affiliated with the UAE and Saudi Arabia in Aden
and southern Yemeni cities, with many experts calling it
a sign of domestic disputes between these two countries.
Saudi Arabia, which found out these clashes would hurt the
aggressors, made great efforts in recent weeks to broker a
ceasefire agreement between the mercenaries on both sides.
UAE forces have ceded the control of important areas of

Aden to Saudi-backed mercenaries in recent weeks. Now,
based on the deal, Saudi Arabia will take the control of
Hadramout, which reveals Riyadh’s effort to occupy Yemen.
Fifth, the deal emphasized the necessity of unity among
all parties under the watch of Saudi-led coalition to confront
the Houthi movement. This move goes against national
goals in Yemen. Riyadh had found that Yemen’s Houthis
intended to launch a military operation against the aggressors, so it united mercenaries of the two countries in fight
against the Houthi movement.
In fact, Saudi Arabia does not want clashes between
Saudi and UAE mercenaries provide any opportunity for
Houthis, therefor it resorts to any ploy to counter the Houthis.
If Riyadh really sought to strike an accord between the

Yemenis, first it should have not mentioned the Saudi-led
coalition in the deal; secondly, it should have engaged
Houthi forces, which are an important part of Yemen’s
political system and cannot be overlooked in the country’s
political structure.
The Riyadh deal is actually an agreement between Saudi
Arabia and the UAE to share power in southern Yemen, not
an agreement between Yemeni forces to manage the country.
If the Yemenis want to put an end to the crisis created
by Saudi-led coalition, they must reach a comprehensive
agreement, with the participation of all groups, away from
foreign interventions. The Yemenis should establish an integrated government and take different parts of the country
back from the invaders.
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Beyond the silence in
America!
A March 2018 report from Republican members of
7
House Intelligence Committee fleshed out these concerns. It
determined that the January 2017 Intelligence Community Assessment, which Brennan managed, was subjected to an “unusually
constrained review and coordination process, which deviated
from established CIA practice.” Contrary to the widespread portrayal of a vetted, consensus-based intelligence product, the ICA
was in fact “drafted by CIA analysts” working under Brennan
and merely “coordinated with the NSA and the FBI.” The report
found that the ICA also suffered from “significant intelligence
tradecraft failings that undermine confidence in the ICA judgments regarding Russian President Vladimir Putin’s strategic
objectives for disrupting the U.S. election.”
Another question is whether the Steele dossier influenced
the ICA’s production. Brennan has insisted in congressional
testimony that the dossier was “not in any way used as the basis
for the intelligence community’s assessment,” and that he was
unaware of the fact that Hillary Clinton’s campaign had funded
it. But multiple accounts, including in RealClearInvestigations,
report that the dossier was inserted as an appendix to the ICA, and
that Brennan personally advocated its inclusion. In an October
2017 interview with CNN, where he works as analyst, former
Director of National Intelligence James Clapper acknowledged
that “some of the substantive content of the dossier we were able
to corroborate in our Intelligence Community Assessment” –
suggesting that it was indeed relied on.
President Obama’s role in U.S. intelligence is yet one more
mystery. In both the final months of his presidency and in the
period since, Obama has said very little publicly about the Russia
investigation. But he attended various meetings with top officials
about Trump-Russia theories. It’s not clear what he said, but
their efforts ramped up in the months that followed.
Most of Obama’s documented efforts occurred during his final
days in office. On Jan. 5, 2017 he convened a meeting where he
and top principals decided to withhold details about the ongoing FBI investigation of the incoming Trump administration.
A week later his administration issued a new rule allowing the
NSA to disseminate throughout the government “raw signals
intelligence information.” Republicans viewed this as an effort
to make it easy to leak damaging information against Trump
and harder to identify the leakers. Also after the election, Obama
made the curious decision to nix a proposal from inside his own
administration to form a bipartisan commission that would have
scrutinized Russian interference and the U.S. response.
Since stepping down from the CIA in January 2017, Brennan’s
incendiary rhetoric has fanned the flames. From MSNBC to the
New York Times to Twitter, Brennan has denounced Trump as
“treasonous,” “in the pocket of Putin,” and dismissed the president’s now substantiated “claims of no collusion,” as “hogwash.”
In the final weeks of the Mueller probe, Brennan boldly predicted
a wave of indictments against Trump’s inner circle for a Russia
conspiracy. When Mueller completed his probe with no such
indictments, Brennan changed his tone: “I don’t know if I received
bad information, but I think I suspected there was more than
there actually was,” he told MSNBC.
The Mueller report accepted Brennan’s claim that
Russia meddled in the 2016 election. But as a previous
RCI investigation found, the report’s evidence failed to
support its claim of a “sweeping and systematic” interference campaign. Nor did it show that such interference
impacted the outcome.
It is still not clear why the Obama administration, with major
media playing along, not only embraced the false Trump-Russia
narrative but also used it as a rationale to spy on a presidential
campaign and then on a presidency. Brennan’s reasons also remain opaque.
One early motivation may have been the intelligence community’s
broad dislike of Flynn – Trump’s first national security adviser,
who was one of the earliest targets of the collusion narrative.
Flynn had served as Obama’s head of the Defense Intelligence Agency, but fell out of favor by 2014, in part because of
his opposition to the Iran nuclear deal and the CIA’s arming of
anti-Assad militants in Syria. Obama had specifically warned
Trump against hiring Flynn.
A longtime critic of the bureaucracy, Flynn earned particular
enmity from Brennan’s CIA with an effort to create a new Pentagon spy organization, Foreign Policy reported in 2015.One of
Trump’s first high-profile supporters, Flynn was also the subject
of the first news articles – starting in February of 2016 – portraying members of the Trump campaign as overly sympathetic
to Russia. In February 2017, “nine current and former officials”
from multiple agencies leaked about him to the Washington Post
over his contacts with the Russian ambassador -- an article that
helped the Post win a Pulitzer Prize with the New York Times.
The episode also brought Flynn much grief, including a widely
questioned “process crime” conviction for lying to the FBI, which
he is now trying to reverse. Meanwhile, a CIA “whistleblower”
hired and placed in the White House by Brennan has provided
the impetus for the current Democrat-led impeachment effort
against President Trump.
The Barr-Durham probe is set to determine, among other things,
whether Brennan’s actions and faulty information amounted to
incompetence or something considerably worse.

Many questions for India
after temple verdict
The BRICS for Brazil is not a matter of invitation or a
6
request for permission to join it, but represents Brazilian choice
and forward thinking. As one of the founding members of BRICS,
Brazil does not depend on the decision of any other country, but
when it wants to join the Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development, it needs US permission. Unfortunately, the real
political world is not as rosy and dreamlike as governments like to
think. The international political system has changed very fast in
recent years and Brazil’s current foreign policy needs to be cognizant of this fact. Will Brazil again be watching history go through
its eyes, or will it choose to be part of building up a more fair and
multipolar international political system? At the BRICS meeting,
Brazil has an important choice to make.
The tradition of a foreign policy that values concrete facts, not
abstract ideas, should return to its course and derive respect for its
moves in defense of peace, economic and social development, and
multilateralism. Integration, friendship, and economic development
must be the agenda of the new international concert, and the BRICS is
a fundamental part of this process.
There are certain people in Brasilia among diplomats, academics
and, politicians saying that Brazil has not given the necessary attention
to the BRICS. If such sayings are confirmed after the end of the summit,
Brazil needs to carefully rethink its foreign policy.
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Youth team win 27-0, coach
sacked for ‘disrespect’
A youth coach in Italy was sacked after his side won 27-0
on Saturday as the president of the club criticised him for
disrespecting the team’s opponents.
Under-18 side Invictasauro, based in the Grosseto region
of Tuscany, faced Marina Calcio and racked up the huge
scoreline, only for coach Massimiliano Riccini to lose his
job afterwards.
Tiberio Pratesi, the sporting director of bottom side Marina Calcio, complained after the match that league leaders
Invictasauro had disrespected his side. Marina Calcio suffered
from a string of injury problems and had to field an outfield
player in goal for the match, which featured two Invictasauro
players scoring six goals each, and one netting seven.
Pratesi received a phone call from a representative of
Invictasauro after the match in which the club apologized
for the result.
Paolo Brogelli, the president of Invictasauro, released
a statement and said the junior team decided to part ways
with coach Riccini.
“We were stunned and deeply regretful when hearing that
our Juniores team had beaten Marina Calcio 27-0,” President
Brogelli said in a statement.
“The values of youth team football are antithetical to such
a thing. The opponent must always be respected and that
did not happen today.
“As president, I sincerely apologize to the Marina club. I
announce that our directors decided, unanimously, to sack
coach Riccini.
“Our coaches have the duty to train young players, but
above all to educate them. That did not happen today.”
(Source: ESPN)

Benzema to Graet: let me play
for another national team
Karim Benzema has been quick to hit back at French Football
Federation (FFF) president Noel Le Graet, demanding to be
allowed to play for another national team.
Following his alleged part in blackmailing fellow France
international Mathieu Valbuena, Benzema hasn’t played for
Les Bleus since 2015.
And Graet, speaking to RMC Sport said: “Benzema is a
great player, I have never questioned his quality. At Real
Madrid he is proving to be one of the best in his position.
But his adventure with France is over.”
With Benzema responding on Twitter, asking to be allowed to turn out for another international side, so he can
show what he can do.
“Noel, I thought you wouldn’t interfere with the coach’s
decisions,” Benzema wrote on Twitter.
“Bear in mind that it’s only me that will decide when to
end my international career.
“If you think I’m done, let me play with one of the other
countries I am eligible for and we’ll see.”
During the 2019 Africa Cup of Nations, Benzema never
hid his affection for Algeria, the nation of his parents’ birth.
(Source: Marca)

Yellow card turns to
six-month ban for
South African
Cape Town City midfielder Mpho Makola has been banned
for six months after shoving a referee -- an offence for which
he was only yellow carded.
The 33-year-old former international used both hands to
push referee Abongile Tom last month after opponents Kaizer
Chiefs were awarded a penalty during a League Cup match.
Although a red-card offence, Tom only cautioned out-ofcontrol Makola, who had to be dragged away from the match
official by teammates.
The Makola ban has shocked many South African football
followers used to offenders receiving light sentences for serious acts of ill discipline.
Match bans and fines are often conditionally reduced,
leading to criticism that the lenient approach encourages
bad behaviour.
When a top-flight footballer was handed a 12-month sentence for spitting at a referee, it was slashed to six matches
and a suspended 100,000 rand ($6,800/6,150 euro) fine
on appeal.
After another spitting incident, this time between players,
a 10-match ban was cut to six after the offender appealed,
and no fine was imposed.
With the Makola ban effective from November 15, he will
miss the rest of the 2019/2020 season unless Cape Town
reach the FA Cup final, scheduled for May 23.
(Source: Goal)

Former world number
four Berdych announces
retirement
Former world number four and Wimbledon runner-up
Tomas Berdych announced his retirement from tennis on
Saturday.
The Czech, who won 13 ATP singles titles in a 17-yearlong career, was a fixture in the world’s top 10 between
2010 and 2016.
Berdych’s one Grand Slam final came in 2010 when he
was beaten by Rafael Nadal at the All England Club.
He was part of the Czech team that won back-to-back
Davis Cup titles in 2012 and 2013.
The 34-year-old Berdych, who has not played since losing
in the first round of the U.S. Open in August, announced
his decision at the ATP Finals.
Berdych said it was his defeat by qualifier Jenson Brooksby
in New York that convinced him it was time to quit.
“I don’t know exactly the day and date, but it was very
soon or very quickly after the U.S. Open this year, because
really, just the feeling that I went through on my last official
match, it’s been just one that told me, that’s it,” he said.
“You tried absolutely everything and the result is how it
is. I was always chasing the top results and being in the top
positions, and then you are almost really fighting for the
first match to win, really like badly, fighting with yourself.”
(Source: Reuters)
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Clippers post 49-point win
over struggling Hawks
Paul George delivered 37 points in his home
debut as the Los Angeles Clippers scored the
second most points in franchise history with
a 150-101 rout of the short-handed Atlanta
Hawks on Saturday.
This was expected to be the first game
together for Kawhi Leonard and George, who
was making his much anticipated home debut
with his new team, but Leonard sat out with
a nagging knee problem.
George, who scored 25 points in the first
half, converted 10 of 17 shots from the field
overall, including six of 11 three-pointers in
the wire-to-wire victory in front of a crowd of
19,000 at Staples Center Arena. He also made
all 11 of his free throws in just 20 minutes
of playing time.
George scored 33 points in his season
debut Thursday in a loss to the New Orleans
Pelicans.
George, who missed the initial 11 games
rehabbing from offseason surgery on both
his shoulders, is 21 of 21 from the line in
two games.
“It means everything,” said George, who
grew up in Palmdale, California, 100 kilometres northeast of Los Angeles. “I couldn’t
wait to get in front of this crowd.
Lou Williams, who made 15 of 15 free
throws, had 25 points off the bench for the

Clippers, who bounced back after losing their
previous two matches.
The Clippers led throughout, including
a 12-point cushion at the half. They seized
command in the third quarter by outscoring
the Hawks 38-20 and their biggest lead of
the game was 52 points.
Trae Young scored 20 points for the

struggling Hawks who have been besieged
by discipline and injury problems this season.
In Minneapolis, James Harden scored
49 points on a career-high 41 shot attempts
as the Houston Rockets won their seventh
straight game with a 125-105 victory over
the Minnesota Timberwolves.
Harden shot eight of 22 from three-point

range and the team shot 19 of 49 on threes
overall. He added six assists and five rebounds
in 39 minutes of playing time for his fifth
40-plus game during the current win streak.
“We wanted to come here and win this
game and we showed them,” Harden said.
Point guard Ben McLemore carried over
the momentum of his season-high 21 point
performace on Friday by scoring 20 against
the Timberwolves. McLemore nailed a pair of
free throws with 1:29 remaining in the third
to give Houston their first double-digit lead
of the contest, 89-79
Austin Rivers and Chris Clemons scored
19 points apiece for the Rockets, who also
received a career-best 16 rebounds from
centre Isaiah Hartenstein.
“This game was very, very important for
us,” said Harden. “In the first half we gave
them too many points, in the second half
we locked back in. The guys manned up and
got a win.”
Minnesota missed the offence of second
leading scorer Andrew Wiggins, who sat out
his second consecutive game with an undisclosed problem.
Karl-Anthony Towns tallied 27 points with
15 rebounds to pace the Timberwolves, while
Jake Layman scored 21.
(Source: AP)

Loew running out of time to rebuild
Germany before Euro 2020 finals

‘Dark horses no more’: Croatia cap
resurgence with Euro 2020 spot

Germany has secured qualification for Euro
2020, but coach Joachim Loew is running out
of time to mould his fledgling team into title
contenders before next June’s finals.
Despite dominating possession in Moenchengladbach on Saturday, Loew’s young
team struggled against minnows Belarus before
two Toni Kroos goals sealed a 4-0 win which
confirmed their Euro 2020 qualification.
As magazine Kicker pointed out, the victory
highlighted the “many obvious sites” under
reconstruction.
By Loew’s pre-match admission, “many
players still need a few more years to develop”,
yet the Euro finals start in seven months.
The Germans and Dutch have now qualified from Group C but Tuesday’s final game
against Northern Ireland in Frankfurt is far
from meaningless for Loew.
A victory will put Germany, who won the
last of their three European titles in 1996,
in the pot of eight group winners when the
draw for the finals is made in Bucharest on
30 November.
“Now we have a chance to win this group,
it’s our goal to win on Tuesday and end up
top,” said Loew.
“I think I’ll make one or two changes, one or
two players who didn’t play (against Belarus)
will get a chance.”
A deft back-heeled flick into the Belarus
net by centre-back Matthias Ginter, a Leon
Goretzka strike into the bottom corner and
two goals by Toni Kroos sealed Saturday’s win.
However, captain and goalkeeper Manuel
Neuer twice came to the rescue, parrying a Igor
Stasevich shot, then producing a fine save to
deny the Belarus striker’s late penalty attempt.

World Cup runners-up Croatia rounded off a
rebuilding mission by booking their place at
Euro 2020 with a 3-1 win over Slovakia but
they are unlikely to sneak under the radar
again at next year’s finals.
Croatia secured top spot in Group E, a
section also including Hungary, Wales and
Azerbaijan, with five wins and two draws from
their eight qualifiers.
Coach Zlatko Dalic, who masterminded
the run to last year’s World Cup final, has
gradually reconstructed a squad that lost
Mario Mandzukic, Danijel Subasic and Vedran Corluka to retirement in the wake of the
4-2 loss to France in Russia.
The “Vatreni” -- Croatian for “Fiery Ones”
-- needed only a point in Rijeka on Saturday
to ensure a spot at the 24-team event, which
kicks off in Rome on June 12.
After a shocking start for home fans when
Robert Bozenik scored in the 32th minute,
Croatia’s qualification was never in doubt
once Nikola Vlasic drilled home the leveller
in the second half.
Bruno Petkovic headed the hosts in front
and Ivan Perisic sealed the three points with
a thumping finish with 16 minutes left.
“I’m relieved ... proud and happy,” Dalic
said after the match.
“These boys deserved the European Championship. This is the crowning moment for
all that we have done in this year and a half
since the World Cup.”
But the path through qualifying, preceded
by a poor showing in the Nations League, where
Croatia finished last in their group behind
Spain and England, was far from plain sailing.
Thumped 6-0 by Spain in their first com-

“That was one of four games until the
squad for the European Championships is
announced, so it was important that we showed
the character that we need, and want to see, at
next year’s tournament,” was Loew’s verdict.
Loew knows there’s still a lot to work to be
done if Germany is to challenge for the European title at the finals from June 12 to July 12.
“In some phases we allowed one or two
chances too many,” he admitted.
After one of his best displays for Germany,
Kroos echoed Loew’s comments that “at the
moment I don’t include us among the favorites
for the European title”.
The Germans’ finishing often let them
down at Borussia Park.
Top teams, such as Belgium, world champions France, England, Spain or the Netherlands,
all currently ranked above them, would have
not allowed Germany 31 shots on goal.
At the back, Ginter was outstanding, but
fellow defenders Nico Schulz and Robin Koch
looked unsure on occasion against a side ranked
86 places below the Germans.
Koch clumsily gave away the second-half
penalty on Pavel Nekhaychik before Neuer
spared blushes by saving Stasevich’s spot kick.
After Tuesday’s home game, the Germans
have just two matches in March -- against as
yet unconfirmed opponents -- before Loew
must name his squad for the Euro 2020 finals,
which start in Rome on June 12.
The debacle at last year’s World Cup,
when Germany finished last in their group,
badly tarnished Loew’s golden reputation in
Germany, which peaked in winning the 2014
World Cup.
(Source: AFP)

petitive outing since the World Cup, Dalic
spoke of the need for “fresh blood” to rejuvenate his side.
Incorporating the likes of Petkovic, Josip
Brekalo and Vlasic, Croatia began their qualifying bid with a difficult 2-1 victory against
Azerbaijan at home in March.
They slumped to a defeat by the same
scoreline away to Hungary days later, but
victory over Wales in June and a 4-0 win
away to Slovakia rebuilt fragile confidence.
A disappointing 1-1 draw in Azerbaijan
was a setback but Croatia recovered to dismiss
Hungary 3-0, before a point in Cardiff left
them on the brink of qualification.
For the former Yugoslav republic, independent since 1991, it is the sixth time it will
play at the European Championship.
“We are getting young players who today
played like veterans. Vlasic and (Dino) Peric
played superbly,” Dalic said Saturday.
Croatian papers Sunday echoed his view,
praising the squad and Dalic who became just
the second coach to take the country to two
successive major tournaments.
The legendary Miroslav Ciro Blazevic
was the first, leading Croatia to the Euro ‘96
quarter-finals and a third-place finish at the
1998 World Cup in France.
The nation of 4.2 million people reached
the World Cup final last year for the first time,
inspired by captain Luka Modric, but eventually fell to a heavily fancied France.
“In a bit more than a year Croatia formed
an excellent ‘make up’ and that is why we are
looking forward to the European tournament,”
the Sportske Novosti daily commented Sunday.
(Source: Eurosport)

Spanish first division female footballers conduct first ever strike over pay
The first-ever strike in Spanish women’s top-flight football
went ahead on Saturday after failed negotiations for a first
collective agreement.
The players’ union (AFE) and clubs’ associations (ACFF)
were locked in talks for 13 months without success.
Players demanded improved conditions and pay but clubs
argued they could not meet the players’ terms, claiming
they could not afford it and that a consequence would be
the disappearance of several teams.
The indefinite strike, the first since the league’s creation
in 1988, was voted on by a majority of players in October
and affects the domestic league but not the UEFA Women’s
Champions League or the national teams.
The ninth round of the Primera Iberdrola, which is made
of 16 clubs, was due to kick off on Saturday with Espanyol
hosting Granadilla Tenerife at 1 p.m. local time. Six matches
on Sunday were also postponed.
Despite mediation from the Royal Spanish Football
Federation (RFEF), Spain’s Sports Council (CSD) and the
country’s ministry of work, all efforts to prevent the strike
failed.
“The footballers have conceded on several issues with

the aim of avoiding the strike while the ACFF has shown a
stagnancy, without offering alternatives or position solutions
to unblock the conflict,” read an AFE statement.
The players’ union was willing to accept on Tuesday
a proposal made by the ministry of work for a collective
agreement that was hours later turned down by the clubs.
In that agreement, players were willing to compromise
and accept a minimum annual wage of €16,000 and not

the €20,000 they originally demanded.
The biggest stumbling block was whether to consider
players as full-time professionals and not employed on a
part-time basis, as clubs want.
Players also want to be covered in the event of an injury
and pregnancy.
An AFE statement said: “Right now they are the only
workers in their companies that don’t have a collective agreement that protects them like their colleagues, a situation
that in the 21st century is incomprehensible.”
The appetite for the women’s game has grown in recent years in Spain and sporting results have been good. A
crowd of 60,739 turned up to watch Atletico Madrid host
Barcelona in what was a world record for a club match in
women’s football in March.
A Spanish club reached the Women’s Champions League
final for the first time in the 2018-19 campaign with Barcelona progressing to the title game against Olympique Lyon.
Spain reached the knockout stages of the 2019 World
Cup for the first time in their history before being eliminated
by USA in the Round of 16.
(Source: ESPN)
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Iranian woman weightlifter
Hosseini makes history
S P O R T S TEHRAN — Elham Hosseini became
d
e
s
k the first Iranian woman to win a medal
in an international weightlifting tournament.
Hosseini claimed a bronze medal at the 2019 Weightlifting IWF Naim Suleymanoglu Tournament on Saturday.
She lifted 88kg in the snatch and 110kg in clean and
jerk and won the bronze for a total of 198kg in the 74kg
weight class.
Dilara Narn from Turkey won the gold medal as he lifted
a combined total of 224kg and the silver medal went to Turkmenistan’s Gulnabat Kadyrova who lifted a total of 218kg.
International Weightlifting Federation (IWF) Women›s
Commission chair Ursula Garza Papandrea has expressed
her delight at seeing an Iranian woman wins a medal in
an international event.
Hosseini is targeting the Tokyo Olympics berth.
“I know that to claim an Olympic berth is very difficult but
I am determined to take part in the competition,” she said.
“I need support to win a quota place. I registered good
records in the world championships and bettered my own
record by 10kg. It shows that to participate in the more
events can help me to better my own record,” she added.
“I think the Iranian women have potential to participate at the international events but we need experience,”
Hosseini concluded.
The Weightlifting IWF Naim Suleymanoglu Tournament
2019 was held in Gaziantep, Turkey from Nov. 14 to 17.
The tournament was held in commemoration of late
Turkish weightlifting champion Naim Suleymanoglu.
Naim Süleymanoglu, nicknamed «Pocket Hercules», has
three world championships in a row and has won seven world
and European championships. The legendary weightlifter,
who also set 46 world records, died on November 18, 2017
at the age of 50 due to liver failure

Machine Sazi handed a
three-window transfer ban
TEHRAN – Machine Sazi have been banned
S P O R T S
d
e
s
k by world governing body FIFA from signing
players for the next three transfer windows.
The sanction comes after the Iranian club were found guilty for
failing to pay salary of Brazilian striker Luciano Pereira Mendes.
Mendes, who currently plays in Iranian club Foolad, was
named the best topscorer of Iran Professional League (IPL) with
16 goals last season.
Machine Sazi sit 10th in IPL table with 12 points from 10 matches.
The Iranian clubs have problem to transfer money because
of the U.S. sanctions.

MNA — The eight participating teams in the 2019 edition of Senior
Greco-Roman Wrestling World Cup in Tehran learned their fate.
The World Cup will be held in 12000-seater Azadi Stadium
in Tehran from Nov. 28 to 29 with eight teams in participation.

Australia’s Chris Beath has been appointed as the fourth
official for Sunday’s FIFA U-17 World Cup 2019 final between
hosts Brazil and Mexico.
Fellow Australian match official Anton Shchetinin will
be the Reserve Assistant Referee for the same match which
will be played at the Bezerrao Stadium in Brasilia.
Football Federation Australia Chairman and Chair of
the FFA Referees committee, Chris Nikou, commended the
Australian match officials on their historic achievement.
“On behalf of the Australian Football community I would

like to congratulate Chris and Anton on their significant
appointments,” said Nikou .
“These appointments are not only recognition of their
outstanding performances throughout the tournament,
but also the years of preparation and training that has
led to this moment.
“I am sure that Chris and Anton will perform admirably
if called upon during the Final and we look forward to seeing
them in action in the A-League soon,” concluded Nikou.
(Sources: a-league.com.au, AFC)

Well-travelled Aaron Geramipoor aims to build on
World Cup debut with Iran

Hernangomez brothers, Geramipoor rose
to the challenge and faced them straight on
without backing down.
“It was a pleasure to represent my national
team and compete against great teams and
high level players from around the world who
were doing the same thing at the event,” said
Geramipoor who averaged 10.4 points and
6.0 rebounds per game at the World Cup.
Not only was it a valuable opportunity
to play against world class players, Geramipoor was also lucky enough to share
the court as a teammate with one of the
best in the business.
“Hamed [Haddadi] is a good friend of
mine, on and off the court,” reveals Geramipoor. “Although he is a veteran, it’s great
to play with, learn some things from him,
and at the same time, have fun on the court
and joke around.”

There is plenty of pressure on a player at
27 years of age making their national team
debut at the biggest stage in the World Cup.
For Geramipoor, he had tested and smart
veterans to help him through the process.
“Hamed and Samad (Nikkah Bahrami) are,
as you know, both veteran players. They’ve
both helped my transition to be much smoother,” said the Team Melli rookie. “Both are
great guys and good friends on and off the
court. Having great players with wisdom
and talent like that takes the pressure off
me individually, so that collectively we can
all contribute to the game.”
There is plenty of potential left to be unearthed for Geramipoor, as evidently seen
from the World Cup. He’s confident of his
production over that 5-game stretch and is
more that ready for the next opportunity to
continue showing fans what he’s made of.

“I’m a fresh face to add to the Iranian
team mix and even though my minutes were
limited in my first debut with the national
team, my statistics were still efficient and
caused problems for other teams and players.”
“I’m definitely ready to build on this
performance,” he added.
Geramipoor might not have to wait too
long for that moment. Iran will be playing at
the FIBA Asia Cup 2021 Qualifiers tipping
off next year with their first game being on
the road against Syria on February 20.
“It is another great stage to represent
Iranian Basketball and I am indeed looking
forward to it. It’s another opportunity to
showcase my own skills and my teammates
talents collectively and set out to win some
games,” Geramipoor claimed.
When he eventually takes the court in the
future at the Asian level, whether it is at the
FIBA Asia Cup Qualifiers or the FIBA Asia
Cup itself, he will be ready to give it his all.
“You know there is a lot of talent in
Asia and I’m just looking forward to play
against every team,” he said while also
adding that he’s not looking forward to
any clash in particular.
For those who might have missed
watching the up-and-coming big man
at the World Cup, Geramipoor has some
advice on how fans might get familiar with
his play before they eventually get to see
him live in action.
“I mean, this is a hard for me [to explain],
so I’ll keep it simple; Check out Instagram
and take a look at my page and my highlights.
Even on YouTube there are some clips and
that’s a short insight to my game.”
“So expect that among other things to
happen when you see me play. I hope the
fans who don’t know me, look forward to
seeing me play after they take a look,” he
concluded.
(Source: FIBA)

Stephens eyes Olympics, return to form in 2020
MARINA DEL REY, Calif. (Reuters) — Sloane Stephens
said she is ready to turn the page on a disappointing 2019
and shift her focus to climbing the world tennis rankings
to qualify for next year’s Tokyo Olympics.
The 26-year-old American, who won the U.S. Open in
2017 and reached world number three in 2018, struggled
this year, failing to make the final at any tournament and
falling to world number 25.
“I’m excited to start a new season because midway through
2019, I was ready for it to be over,” Stephens told Reuters in
an interview after hosting a tennis clinic at the Ritz-Carlton
in Marina del Rey, California.

15

Teams learn fate at 2019
Greco-Roman World Cup
in Tehran

Australian officials appointed for
Mexico-Brazil final

The path Aaron Geramipoor took leading
up to stepping on the hardwood in China is
hardly conventional. Still, there he was late
in August making his way off the bench to
join the ranks among a select few group of
players ever to make it to the FIBA Basketball World Cup.
“My debut with the national team of Iran
this summer at the World Cup felt amazing,”
Geramipoor said of the experience. “It was
an honor to represent and this is just the beginning. I’m already looking forward to the
next big stage to perform on and represent.”
The 6’11” center lists his hometown as
Manchester, England but has honed his craft
as a young basketball player at the Canarias
Basketball Academy in Spain. From there, he
went on to play 4 years at Seton Hall in the
United States of America before embarking
on a professional career that he flung him
back to Spain, over to Mexico, and then over
to Croatia. He even had a short 8-game stint
late in 2017 in Tehran, Iran playing in the
Iranian Super League.
As of this moment, he is preparing for the
next chapter in his career playing in Taipei.
As mentioned above, it’s not a path many
have taken. Nonetheless, there he was in
China, donning a white jersey with bright
red letters reading “Iran” spread across his
chest ready for his World Cup debut.
“I was given a fantastic opportunity
to represent Iran and play in the country
where my father was born,” Geramipoor
said. “I have a large number of family and
friends in Iran and they were thrilled that
I would be part of the national team. There
was some administration and the Iranian
Basketball Federation were extremely supportive during this period.”
In China, Geramipoor got the chance to
go up against some of the best in the world.
Whether is was Tunisia’s Salah Mejri or
World Champions in Marc Gasol and the

S

“So I’m just looking forward to 2020 and I’m ready for
a fresh start. I literally have nothing to lose, a lot in front
of me and nowhere to go but up,” she said.
“For me it’s a good position to be in.”
High on her list of goals for 2020 is making her
second consecutive appearance for Team USA at the
Olympics, she said.
“I made one before, which was really cool, and I’d obviously
love to make a second one and play for my country,” she said.
To do so, she will need to deal with a grueling WTA
schedule, made even more difficult with the extra playing
time and travel needed in an Olympic year.

“Managing the ups and downs throughout the year is a
pretty big goal,” she said.
“It’s about staying healthy and happy, enjoying my tennis
and not getting too burnt out at the beginning of the year
knowing that it is a very long season,” she said.
Stephens said she has no lingering issues with the foot
injury she suffered in 2017 that required surgery and sidelined her for 11 months.
Despite her on-court struggles, life off the court has been
more upbeat with her engagement to U.S. men’s national
soccer team and Toronto FC forward Jozy Altidore, whom
she began dating in 2016.

According to the United World Wrestling, the eight best teams
of 2019 World Championships in Nur-Sultan could compete in
the World Cup in pre-determined groups based on the teams’
rankings in Nur-Sultan. Based on the UWW regulations, World
Cup groups consist of the first, fourth, fifth, and eight teams, and
second, third, sixth, and seventh teams of 2019 World Championships. Hungary has canceled its participation and has been
replaced by China.
Accordingly, two groups for Tehran World Cup is as follows:
Group A: Russia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Cuba
Group B: Uzbekistan, Georgia, Japan, China
The teams will compete in a round-robin format in the group
stage. Group winners will make it to the final and runners-up
will compete for the bronze.

Iran hope Iraq and Bahrain
drop points in Group C: AFC
The-AFC.com has reported Team Melli will be hoping Iraq and
Bahrain teams drop points on Tuesday.
Iraq will entertain Bahrain in Amman in Group C of the 2022
World Cup qualifier.Iraq’s two-point lead at the top of Group C
could widen to five if they defeat Bahrain on Tuesday. something
Srecko Katanec’s men are more than capable of doing so.
Iraq are on a three-match winning run after opening their
campaign with a draw against Bahrain and their confidence will
be sky high following the 2-1 win over Asia’s top-ranked side
Islamic Republic of Iran on Thursday.
A win for Bahrain will see them overtaking Iraq, setting the
stage for an exciting 90 minutes at the neutral venue of Amman
International Stadium.
Having suffered back-to-back defeats, Iran, who are not in
action on Tuesday, will be hoping both teams drop points while
Hong Kong and Cambodia face off with both needing wins to
revive their respective campaigns.
(Source: the-afc)

Van Marwijk: UAE will
bounce back from setbacks
Head coach Bert van Marwijk has no doubt that United Arab Emirates will get their Asian Qualifiers campaign for the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 and AFC Asian Cup China 2023 back on track.
UAE suffered a 1-0 defeat to Vietnam in Hanoi on Thursday,
on the back of a 2-1 loss to Thailand in October to leave the AFC
Asian Cup 2019 semi-finalists third in Group G.
Vietnam lead the standings on 10 points, with Thailand second
on seven and the UAE third on six and only ahead of Malaysia
on goal difference after four matches.
“There are still many matches (four) to play and we are determined to play them offensively to earn as much points as
possible,” Van Marwijk said.
“There are still points to earn in the coming rounds. We will
fight to keep our chances of qualifying.”
The UAE started well against Vietnam but the tide turned
against them when Khalifa Al Hammadi was sent off eight minutes before half-time, with Vietnam scoring shortly after through
Nguyen Tien Linh.
“The result of the match wasn’t good for us, but in football we
have to always accept the result and work for the future,” Van
Marwijk said. “The red card changed the direction of the match.”
“We performed well and created several chances to score, but
we didn’t have the final touch. We forced the opponent to take
a step back on the pitch and they relied on the counter-attack.
“We know the result is disappointing, but we have to always
look on the positive side, which is the excellent performance of
the players. We played almost 60 minutes with 10 men against
a stubborn opponent, but I praise my players.”
UAE will not be in action on Tuesday, with their next Asian
Qualifiers tie against Malaysia at home on March 26.
In fact, three of their four remaining matches will be on home
soil, adding to van Marwijk’s belief that UAE will advance to the
third round of FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualifying and seal
a place in the AFC Asian Cup China 2023 Finals.
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING
One is free until he promises something.
Imam Ali (AS)

“The Three-Body Problem”
appears in Iranian bookstores
C U L T U R E TEHRAN — “The Three-Body Problem”, the
d
e
s
k first novel in the “Remembrance of Earth’s
Past” trilogy written by Chinese author Liu Cixin, has recently
been published in Persian in Tehran.
Shahnaz Sa-Ali is the
translator of the book, which
has been released by Tandis
Publications.
Written in 2008, the book is
about a secret military project
in China that sends signals into
space to establish contact with
aliens. An alien civilization
on the brink of destruction
captures the signal and plans
to invade the Earth.
Meanwhile, on the Earth,
different camps start forming,
planning to either welcome
the superior beings and help
Front cover of the Persian them take over a world seen
version of “The Three-Body as corrupt, or to fight against
Problem” by Chinese writer the invasion.
Liu Cixin.
“The Three-Body Problem”
became one of the most popular science fiction novels in
China. It was the first Asian novel ever to win a Hugo Award
for Best Novel in 2015 and was nominated for the Nebula
Award for Best Novel in 2014.
“The Dark Forest” and “Death’s End” are the other two
novels of the series.

New “Star Wars” title from
EA set to be big draw this
holiday season
NEW YORK (Reuters) — Electronic Arts Inc launched “Star
Wars Jedi: Fallen Order” on Friday, garnering strong reviews for
its flagship action-adventure series that is crucial to its holiday
sales, after the videogame publisher shelved “NBA Live” game.
The latest title, which scored 83% on Metacritic earlier in
the day, follows the story of one
of the last surviving Jedi as he
attempts to rebuild the order.
In fiscal 2020, EA expects to
sell 6 million to 8 million units
of the latest title.
Fextralife, a Twitch streamer
with channels views of over 400
million, said the title is a step
in the right direction.
“There is a bit too much
Uncharted in the game, and I
was hoping for more of an action
ARPG, akin to Dark Souls,”, the
gaming group said.
The game’s official gameplay
The Electronic Arts Inc., logo is
trailer garnered over 4 million
displayed on a screen during
views on YouTube.
a PlayStation 4 Pro launch
The previous titles - “Star
event in New York City, U.S.,
Wars: Battlefront I” launched in
September 7, 2016. (Reuters/
2015 and “Star Wars: Battlefront
Brendan McDermid)
II” in 2017 - have sold over 33
million copies combined, EA had said in October.
Jeff Cohen, analyst with Stephens, expects sales of the latest
title to hit 8 million units, given the upcoming movie release.
The ninth film in the series, “Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker”
will hit the theaters by the end of December. “The Mandalorian”,
a web series set in the Star Wars universe, was also launched
earlier this week on Disney+.
EA, which had previously canceled four “NBA Live” console
titles in its popular basketball series, missed market expectation
for 2020 adjusted revenue forecast in October.
“Pushing out NBA 20 also will clearly impact sales,” Elazar
Advisor analyst, Chaim Seigel, said.
“Star Wars Jedi: Fallen Order” is the biggest single-player
focused game coming out at the end of the year.
“It has elements of Tomb Raider like environmental puzzles,
a God of War style emotional story design and even Batman
inspired fluid combat,” Samuel Franklin, founder of gaming
recommendation website Games Finder said.
According to Cowen analysts, the sales for latest Star Wars
title could grow to 11 million units on consoles, estimating
that every incremental million unit will add about 7 cents to
earnings per share.

Evening: 17:16
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Six novels nominated
for Jalal Literary Awards

C U L T U R E TEHRAN — Six novels
d
e
s
k are contending for the
Jalal Al-e Ahmad Literary Awards
during the 10th edition of Iran’s most
lucrative literary prize, the organizers
announced on Sunday.
“Endlessness” by Mehdi Ebrahimi is
among the nominees. The novel is about two
next-door neighbors in Tehran’s Shemiran
district who decide to break off relations
after years of peaceful coexistence.
Writer Mohammadreza Marzuqi’s
“Turning on the One-Way Street” also
received a nomination. It is about a hero
who intends to solve a puzzle that even its
designers cannot decipher.
“The Shamelessness Situation” by Hamed
Jalali is competing in this category. The
story of the book is set in southern Iran
about a young man during the 1980-1988
Iran-Iraq war.
“Days and Dreams” by Payam Yazdanju,
“Eruption” by Qobad Azaraiin and “They’ve
Written Us by Snow” by Nasim Tavassoli
are other nominees.
“Days and Dreams” is a love story between
ambitious singer Arash and his artist lover,
Bita, whose relationship is ruined after some
dark secrets are revealed.
The story of “Eruption” is about the oil
eruption in Iran’s oil-rich region of Masjed
Soleiman in 1908 when William Knox D’Arcy
drilled an oil well in the Middle East for the
first time. The story recounts how oil affected
the lives of three generations in the region.
“They’ve Written Us by Snow” is a love
story, which takes readers to Iranian history
from the period when Nader Shah ruled to
events in modern Iran.

This combination photo shows the novel nominated for the Jalal Al-e Ahmad Literary Awards.
The nominees have been selected
by Shahriar Abbasi, Hadi Khorshahian

and Ehsan Rezai, and winners will be
announced during a ceremony in Tehran

on December 2, which is the birthday of
writer Jalal Al-e Ahmad.

Iranian reading promoters
honored

Posters by Morteza Momayyez on
display in Tehran

Winners pose during the 6th Reading Promoters Awards ceremony at the
House of Humanities Thinkers in Tehran on November 16, 2019.

Posters by Morteza Momayyez are on display during an exhibtion at the
Iranian Artists Forum in Tehran.

C U L T U R E TEHRAN — Winners
d
e
s
k of the 6th edition of
the Reading Promoters Awards were
announced during a ceremony at the
House of Humanities Thinkers in Tehran
on Saturday.
In the group section, Bamdad Plan for
Libraries from Tehran, Sama Elementary
School from Neyshabur, Mehr-e Iranian
Art and Cultural Institute from Sari and
Shiraz Book Tour from Shiraz were
among the winners.
Nasim Yusefi from Tabriz, Farideh
Qasemi from Bandar Kong and Asma
Khajezadeh from Bushehr won the awards
in the individual section.
In the mobile reading promoters section,
Mohammadreza Amian from Bushehr and

A
R
T TEHRAN — An
d
e
s
k exhibition of posters
by Morteza Momayyez, who is considered
to be the father of modern graphic art in
Iran, opened at the Iranian Artists Forum
in Tehran on Friday.
The exhibition is being organized to
commemorate the 14th death anniversary
of Momayyez who died of cancer in 2005
at the age of 70.
In addition, a number of works by the
Berlin-based Chinese graphic designer,
Jianping He, is on view in an exhibit at the
forum in memory of Momayyez.
Speaking at the opening ceremony
of the exhibition, IAF director Majid
Rajabi-Memar said that the Iranian
Artists Forum was established by efforts

Mehran Mohammadpur from Quchan were
honored, while Nayyereh Sadat Abdollahi
from Tehran received the award for the
disabled reading promoter.
In the teachers’ section, Leila Salehi
from Bukan was honored, and Somayyeh
Mihankhah from Sistan-Balouchestan
Province and Samad Rahbaryar from Gilan
Province won the awards for bilingual
reading promoters.
Several reading promoters were also
awarded in the sections on the margins
of the event.
The Reading Promoters Awards is part
of the program arranged to be implemented
during the 27th Iran Book Week, which
opened last Wednesday in Yazd, the central
Iranian city that is Iran’s 2019 Book Capital.

made by Momayyez and several other
artists, while he made great endeavors
to establish graphic design courses at
universities.
“This commemoration ceremony
is an opportunity to honor this great
man,” he added.
Graphic designer Saed Meshki also
attended the ceremony. In his brief words,
he said, “What makes Momayyez different
from other artists is his wide range of
activities in different fields.”
“Momayyez designed nearly 400,000
posters and this number is considered to be
a great achievement in the graphic design
art of Iran,” he added.
The exhibition will be running until
November 26.

“Joker” expected to cross $1 billion
global box office milestone

‘Order!’: Meet the Belgian musician
behind the Bercow dance remix

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — Comic
book movie “Joker” is poised to surpass
$1 billion in global ticket sales on Friday,
becoming the first R-rated Hollywood movie
ever to overcome the milestone.
“Joker,” a dark origin story from Warner
Bros. about Batman’s arch nemesis, had
sold $999.1 billion as of Thursday despite
not having been screened in China, which
is projected to become the world’s largest
movie market next year.
Starring Joaquin Phoenix as a
mentally-ill loner who finds fame
through a random act of violence, the
movie earned warm reviews as it opened
in early October but stoked controversy
in the United States over fears it would
encourage violence.
Box office analyst Gitesh Pandya said
“Joker” would top the $1 billion level on
Friday.
“Absolutely jaw-dropping achievement
for an R-rated film with a moderate
budget and no China release,” Pandya,
founder and editor of Box Office Guru,
wrote on Twitter.

ANTWERP (Reuters) — The famous
bellows of “Order!” by former British
parliamentary Speaker John Bercow have
shimmied their way out of Westminster and
into a dance remix gone viral at the hands
of Belgian dance musician Michael Schack.
“John Bercow is probably the most
rock ‘n’ roll politician in the whole Brexit
saga,” Schack told Reuters in an interview.
The video, featuring an intense beat and
muppet versions of Bercow, as well as Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, has amassed tens
of thousands of views on YouTube views
since Schack uploaded it on Oct. 24.
Bercow’s sometimes caustic put-downs
of lawmakers and his contorted cries of
“Order!” as he refereed House of Commons
debates on the tortuous Brexit saga have
made him one of the most recognizable
figures in British politics.
Schack was looking for vocals for a dance
track he had produced and he turned to
Bercow and his trademark ripostes after
watching the debates.
“There was one guy that stood out –
they’ve had three prime ministers but it’s

Joaquin Phoenix attends the premiere for
the film “Joker” in Los Angeles, California, U.S., September 28, 2019. (Reuters/
Mario Anzuoni)
Its nearest R-rated rivals are 2018
movie “Deadpool 2” ($785 million) and
2016’s “Deadpool” ($783 million), both
starring Ryan Reynolds as a foul-mouthed
superhero.

Belgian music producer Michael Schack,
creator of the track “Order”, which mixes
dance music with former speaker of British
House of Commons John Bercow’s trademark
ripostes, poses with a puppet depicting
Bercow, in his studio in Antwerp, Belgium
November 6, 2019. (Reuters/Yves Herman)
only one guy who is actually the protagonist
in the whole Brexit saga,” Shack said,
referring to Johnson’s predecessors Theresa
May and David Cameron.

