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Decision on banning Mahan Air flights,
will Italy give in to U.S. pressure?
TEHRAN — Like many other European Countries, Italy is deeply concerned
about the U.S’s unilateralism in the
international system, and especially
as Donald Trump’s interference in the
internal affairs of other countries has
reached a level where Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo and U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin explicitly threaten
other countries to abide by the Wash-

ington’s unilateral, irrational and illegal
sanctions against other members of the
international community.
The news regarding Italy’s preliminary
agreement for banning Iranian Mahan
Air flight to the country following Mike
Pompeo’s visit to Rome last month, comes
as Italian officials are fully aware of international laws (especially in the field
of air transport).
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Iran voices serious concern over
UAE nuclear safety
TEHRAN — Iran’s permanent representative to the United Nations Office and other
International Organizations in Vienna has
voiced Tehran’s deep concern over the safety
of the United Arab Emirates’ nuclear program.
Kazem Gharib Abadi’s remarks came
in his address on Thursday to the International Atomic Energy Agency’s Board of
Governors on Verification and Monitoring
in the Islamic Republic of Iran in Light
of the United Nations Security Council
resolution 2231.

Gharib Abadi said, “The UAE’s nuclear
program is a full-scale imported program.
It does not rely on domestic capacities and
knowledge, therefore we are seriously concerned about the program’s security and safety.”
He said that according to the IAEA’s
regulations, the host country must accept
responsibility of the nuclear sites’ safety
and security
“Safety and security cannot be provided from oversees,” Ambassador Gharib
Abadi added.

Democratic presidential
candidates support unrest in Iran

UNICEF

Without mentioning the Trump administration’s penalty against the Iranian nation
in violation of international law, certain
Democratic presidential candidates have
expressed support for protests in Iran.
They made no mention of the fact that
thugs derailed the peaceful protests and
attacked security forces and put banks
and other state buildings on fire.
Protests erupted in Iran on Novem-

Giuliani, Pompeo in contact before ambassador to Ukraine recalled

E D I TO R I A L

Decoding the
rare remarks of
Khatam al-Anbia
headquarters
commander

C

ommander of the Khatam al-Anbia central headquarters warned
on Friday that the U.S. should act
responsibly to “save the lives of its soldiers”
by avoiding wrong behavior in the Persian
Gulf region and the Strait of Hormuz.
Major General Gholam Ali Rashid, who
was speaking on the sidelines of air defense
drill codenamed Modafean-e Aseman-e
Velayat 98 (Defenders of Velayat Sky),
also told the U.S. officials that sending
message are not enough to stop a possible
war. He said proper action and behavior
is needed to be taken by Americans.
Rashid stated that Iran’s armed forces,
including the Army and Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), are constantly
examining and monitoring the moves of the
enemies. The senior general also warned
that Iran’s armed forces will use all their
tools of powers to confront any threats
both the defensively and offensively.
The commander added that we have
never been and will never be looking for
war, but we decisively defend interests of
the Iranian nation and guard our territory
against any military threats. The Khatam
al-Anbia central command base is the core
of Iran’s armed forces. The headquarters has
a mission to monitor offensive and defensive operations in soft and hard aspects, so
the remarks by the media-shy commander
should be considered very serious.
The tone and content of Rashid’s remarks show that the senior commanders
in Iran have come to the conclusion that
the country is facing a serious threat.
Although the analysis of the regional
conditions and the buildup of foreign military forces in the region does not show any
kind of military threat and the assumption
is basically rejected for various reasons,
the Friday warning by General Rashid to
the U.S. suggests that there is a threat with
the same effects of a military invasion.
It seems that the threat is referring to a
U.S. move to carry out a fourth generation
warfare against Iran and its regional partners,
a war that its effects will not be less than a
military war if successful.
3

Documents released late Friday show Donald
Trump’s personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani was in
contact with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
in the months before the U.S. ambassador
to Ukraine was abruptly recalled.
The State Department released the documents to the group American Oversight in
response to a Freedom of Information Act
lawsuit. They show that Pompeo talked with
Giuliani on March 26 and March 29.
Austin Evers, executive director of American Oversight, said the documents reveal
“a clear paper trail from Rudy Giuliani to
the Oval Office to Secretary Pompeo to facilitate Giuliani’s smear campaign against
a U.S. ambassador.”
Last week, former Ambassador Marie
Yovanovitch told House impeachment investigators she felt “kneecapped” by a “smear
campaign” Giuliani led against her. She was
withdrawn from her post in Ukraine in May.

The documents released Friday also
include a report, that appears with Trump
hotel stationery, that appears to summarize
a Jan. 23, 2019, interview with Ukraine’s
former prosecutor general, Victor Shokin.
The summary says Giuliani and two business
associates, Lev Parnas and Igor Fruman,

were present.
Parnas and Fruman were arrested last
month on a four-count indictment that includes charges of conspiracy, making false
statements to the Federal Election Commission and falsification of records. The men
had key roles in Giuliani’s efforts to launch a
Ukrainian corruption investigation against
Democratic presidential contender Joe Biden and his son Hunter.
In the document, Shokin claims he was
removed from his position under pressure
from Biden.
A second memo appears to be a summary of
an interview with Yuri Lutsenko, also a former
prosecutor general of Ukraine, conducted in
the presence of Giuliani, Parnas and Fruman.
Lutsenko is quoted raising questions about
compensation that Hunter Biden received
from the Ukrainian oil company Burisma.
(Source: agencies)

Car bomb kills 9 in northern Syria town
A car bomb killed nine people including four
civilians Saturday in a Turkish-held border
town in northern Syria, a Britain-based war
monitor said.
Two children were among those killed
in Tal Abyad, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights monitoring group said.
There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the bombing.
The area has been shaken by repeated
such bombings since Turkish troops and
their Syrian proxies seized a strip of border
land including Tal Abyad from Kurdish forc-

Tehran Times/ Mohammad Moheimani

Mohammad Ghaderi
Tehran Times editor-in-chief
@ghaderi62

ber 15 after the government announced
an increase in the price of gasoline,
a subsidized commodity that is still
cheaper in Iran than other countries
in the world.
Ironically, in none of their tweets the
candidates mentioned that the illegal
sanctions have made the people impatient in the face of essential economic
reforms.
3

es in a cross-border operation last month.
The Turkish invasion against Kurdish-controlled areas saw Ankara’s fighters seize a
strip of land roughly 120 kilometers long
and 30 kilometers deep on the Syrian side
of the border.
The operation launched on October 9
displaced tens of thousands and left dozens
of civilians dead, and forced Kurdish forces
to retreat from some key towns.
On November 10, Turkey blamed Kurdish
fighters for another bombing that took the
lives of eight people in the village of Suluk

southeast of Tal Abyad.
A week earlier, another car bomb killed
13 people in Tal Abyad, according to the
Observatory.
Syria’s Kurds have been a key ally of the
U.S. in fighting the ISIL terrorist group in
Syria, but Turkey sees them as “terrorists”
linked to a Kurdish insurgency at home.
Kurdish-led Syrian forces expelled ISIL
from its last patch of land in March, but the
terrorists have continued to claim deadly
attacks.
(Source: AFP)

“That Night’s
Train” named
best film at
Roshd festival
TEHRAN — “That Night’s Train” by Iranian
director Hamidreza Qotbi was crowned best at
the 49th Roshd International Film Festival in
Tehran on Friday.
The film is about a writer who also works
as a teacher. She narrates the story of an
orphan girl to her students. Each student
continues the story with her own imagination
and this gives the teacher material for her
new story.
16

ARTICLE
Faranak Bakhtiari
Tehran Times journalist

Armenia should be
more responsible
for polluting Aras
River

R

elease of industrial pollutants by Armenia into the transboundary Aras
River has raised many concerns in
northwestern provinces of Iran. The neighboring country should take urgent measures
on elimination of pollution in the river.
Stretching to 1,072 kilometers, Aras
River is one of the largest rivers in the
Caucasus, and one of the most important
rivers in Iran which besides attracting
tourism and positive ecosystem effects,
has important potential for fishing.
The river has become a source of pollution posing threats to people’s lives residing northwestern part of the country
due to the flow of heavy metals out of the
Armenian factories over the past decade.
This is while, Iranian authorities are
avoiding to file a complaint for the sake of
maintaining good bilateral ties. However,
the issue should be tackled whether by
agreements between the two countries
or international interference.

Heavy metals flowing into
Aras River

An agricultural researcher, Ahmad
Baybordi, told IRNA on Saturday that
there are remnants of heavy metals in
the river without a doubt.
Citing over a decade of Aras water pollution as a result of the wastewater inflow
from Armenia, he said that the University
of Medical Sciences asked me to conduct
a water and sediment monitoring study
at the Aras River 4 years ago.
The University of Tabriz and the Ministry of Agriculture research center at that
time discovered the contamination of Aras
River with heavy metals based on the analysis of monitoring carried out, he said.
He went on to lament that while the
Ardabil provincial water company had
also conducted monitoring over water,
soil and aquatic species in the river, and
the results showed that the river was contaminated with heavy metals.
Pointing out that conservatism is not
allowed when it comes to public health,
he added that Aras contamination is a
scientific and environmental issue that
must be scientifically investigated and
declared.
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P O L I T I C S
Washington shows no
respect for democratic
principles, values: Iran
P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas
d
e
s
k Mousavi said on Saturday that Washington has
no respect for democratic principles and values, condemning
sanctions on Iranian Minister of Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi.
The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC) issued a statement on Friday blacklisting
Azari Jahromi for what it called his role in “widescale internet
censorship,” a reference to a nationwide internet shutdown for
security reasons during riots against petrol price hike.
Mousavi said, “The current administration of the United
States attaches no value to democratic principles and values,
transparency and human rights and also freedom of [access to]
internet.”
He added that the U.S. administration exerts pressure on
social networks, especially Twitter, to suppress voices.

Russian envoy says
‘maximum pressure’ policy
on Iran is source of problems
By staff and agency
Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia’s permanent representative to
international organizations in Vienna, has slammed the
United States’ policy of “maximum pressure” on Iran as the
main cause of many problems in the region.
“Three years ago everything was fine. #JCPOA was
implemented smoothly and fully, freedom of navigation in
P.Gulf, safe oil terminals, no military incidents etc. Why now
everything is spoiled? The answer is obvious - it is the result
of US “maximum pressure policy,” he tweeted on Friday.

NOVEMBER 24, 2019

ICT minister to U.S.: Before me cancer
patients and EB children were sanctioned
“I won’t let U.S. prohibit Iran’s development,” Jahromi says
P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Iranian
d
e
s
k Minister of Information
and Communications Technology (ICT)
Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi has said
that he will not let the United States prohibit
development in Iran.
The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) issued
a statement on Friday blacklisting him for
what it called his role in “widescale internet
censorship,” a reference to a nationwide internet shutdown for security reasons during
riots against petrol price hike.
“I’m not the only member of club of sanctioned persons (Based on Trump’s fairytales).
Before me, Iran ICT startups, Developers,
Cancer patients and EB children were there.
I’ll continue advocating access to Internet &
I won’t let US to prohibit Iran development,”
Azari Jahromi tweeted on Friday.
The sanctions on Azari Jahromi came a
day after U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
threatened to impose even more sanctions
on Iran over the country’s handling of the
recent riots.
“I have asked the Iranian protestors to
send us their videos, photos, and information documenting the regime’s crackdown on
protestors. The U.S. will expose and sanction
the abuses,” he tweeted on Thursday.
Abolfazl Hosseinbeigi, who sits on the
National Security and Foreign Policy Committee of the Iranian parliament, told the

ISNA agency on Wednesday that the main
reason for cutting internet access across Iran
was that a group of “saboteurs” were using
online services like navigation and maps to
coordinate their riot activities in large cities,
Press TV reported.
A member of the Supreme National Security Council, the body that ordered the
internet blackout on Saturday, said that res-

toration of services would need a “collective
decision” at the highest levels of the Iranian
government.
Protests were sparked in some cities in
Iran against increasing gasoline price. In
certain cases, the protests turned violent
as some rioters clashed with police, using
knives and guns.
Rioters, who were mainly hooligans,

damaged public and private property and
put banks and state buildings on fire.
Judiciary Chief Seyed Ebrahim Raisi said
on Friday that maintaining security is the
most important issue in the country, stressing
that the judiciary will not tolerate any threat
to the society’s tranquility.
“Today, Iran is known as the safest country
in the region, so we will not allow anybody
to put the people’s security in danger,” Raisi
pointed out, addressing a gathering of Basiji
students in the Imam Ali sports stadium.
The commotion created by some opportunists and rioters over increase in petrol
prices lacks logical reason.
The proceeds from price increase is being
paid in form of cash subsidies to 60 million
Iranians, who account for about 75 percent
of the Iranian population.
Despite a substantial increase in petrol
prices, Iran still has the cheapest oil in the
world.
The rationed gasoline, which is 60 liters
per month, is priced 1500 tomans (35 cents)
and any amount beyond that is 3000 tomans
(70 cents).
The calculation is based on the official
rate of 4200 tomans per dollar. However,
the value of dollar in the free market is much
higher, around 11,500 tomans.
In addition, the Oil Ministry is giving more
gasoline to taxis, pickups and other passenger
cars at the fixed price of 1500 tomans.

Jewish MP: Ill-wishers will fail to achieve their desires through unrest in Iran

U.S. President Donald Trump quit the 2015 nuclear deal,
known as the JCPOA, in May 2018 and introduced the harshest
ever sanctions on Iran as part of his administration’s “maximum
pressure” policy against the country.
Talking in a press conference in New York in late September,
President Hassan Rouhani urged the U.S. to quit policy of maximum
pressure and pursue a policy of dialogue and logic.
Iranian officials insist that the maximum pressure policy
has failed.
Rouhani said in October that the Iranian nation has successfully
passed the difficult test of countering the “maximum pressure”
policy of the ill-wishers.
First Vice President Es’haq Jahangiri also said in October that
Iran has succeeded to defeat the U.S. policy of maximum pressure.
“We have defeated the United States’ policy of maximum
pressure and they are aware that this plan does not work against
Iran,” he said.
Abbas Araqchi, a top nuclear negotiator and deputy foreign
minister, has said Trump’s “maximum pressure” campaign against
Iran has produced “maximum resistance”.
In an interview with NPR published on September 22, Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said that Iran will not succumb
to economic pressure by Washington.
“Abandon the illusion that Iran can be defeated by pressure,”
he said.
“We are resisting an unprovoked aggression by the United
States. I can assure you that the United States will not be able to
bring us to our knees through pressure,” he noted.
Zarif also told CGTN in an interview aired on September 22
that Washington’s policy of sanction and pressure against Iran
has not worked.
“The United States is running out of options. It is desperate.
The policy of maximum pressure has not worked,” he said.
Former U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry has called policy
of “maximum pressure” on Tehran bankrupt.
“We have been pressuring them. Maximum pressure… we’re
seeing the unfolding of really a bankruptcy of approach,” Kerry
told CBS News.

Foreign Ministry says Iran’s
foreign policy is ‘active’ and
‘balanced’
P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Iran’s foreign policy is “active”
d
e
s
k and “balanced”, Foreign Ministry spokesman
Abbas Mousavi has said.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran has always made efforts
to keep balance in its foreign policy. Visits of the president
[Hassan Rouhani] and foreign minister [Mohammad Javad
Zarif] to various countries and also visits of officials of various
countries to Iran prove this,” he told IRIB in an interview
aired on Friday.
He said there are priorities in foreign policy and this does
not mean that the country is not paying attention to other
countries.
The ministry official added that regional security and stability are Tehran’s foreign policy priorities.
Mousavi said Tehran views developing ties with neighbors
as strategic.
“Iran’s view on neighboring countries is unique and strategic.
The Islamic Republic of Iran has announced its priority to the
regional countries. Once again, I stress that Iran’s policy is
balanced and comprehensive,” the spokesperson remarked.
Zarif said in October that ties with neighbors are the first
priority of Iran’s foreign policy.
“We said at the start of the 12th government that ties with
neighbors are super-priority of our foreign policy which we
will pursue seriously along with facilitating economic affairs,”
he said in a session of parliament.
The chief diplomat said Iran’s relationship with Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Russia, Turkey, Iraq, and Qatar are in their best
state since the past 40 years.

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Iranian Jewish lawmaker
d
e
s
k Siamak Moreh Sedgh has said that the
United States and reactionary countries in the region will
not be able to achieve their objectives through fomenting
unrest in Iran.
“The reactionary countries in the region, the Zionist
regime and the United States imagine they can reach their
objectives through creating chaos in Iran. The reality is
that such actions will not benefit them, because the Iranian
people are united and have national integrity and counter
acts of sabotage provoked by foreign countries,” he told
Fars news agency in an interview published on Saturday.
Pointing to recent protests in some cities in Iran
which followed increased in petrol prices, the Jewish
lawmaker said it is the people’s right to protest, however
he condemned riots.

Protests erupted in some cities against the government’s
measure in rationing gasoline and substantially increasing
its price. The protests turned violent with reports of clashes
between security forces and certain elements vandalizing

public property.
Hooligans and elements opposed to the Islamic Republic
system attacked security forces, set state buildings on fire
and damaged public and private property.
Ali Shamkhani, secretary of the Supreme National
Security Council (SNSC), has said that anti-revolutionary
elements and the Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO
or MEK) were behind the unrest.
President Hassan Rouhani on Wednesday expressed
his warm appreciation to all walks of life, whose vigilance
and patience foiled plots by the enemies who tried to
create chaos in the country.
“The rioters (not protesting people), were organized,
well-ordered and armed. They acted based on a plan
orchestrated by the regional reactionary regimes, the
Zionist regime of Israel and the United States,” he said.

People strongly support officials’ decisions, says defense chief

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Defense
d
e
s
k Minister Amir Hatami
said on Saturday that people strongly support decisions by the officials.
The remarks by the defense chief comes
as the Supreme Economic Coordination
Council, in which its decisions are approved
by the president, parliament speaker and
judiciary chief, decided to increase petrol
prices. The measure was taken after many
deliberations, including consultation with
economic experts. The petrol subsidy reform
plan went into force on November 15. The
decision was endorsed by the Leader.
The proceeds from increase in petrol prices
are being paid to citizens.
“The people support the right decisions of
the officials and the Leader powerfully and
vigilantly,” the minister remarked.
Hatami backed the petrol subsidy reform
system as the United States has launched
an unprecedented economic war against
Iran by abrogating the 2015 nuclear deal
and reinstituted sanctions.

“We are in an economic war which is an
important war. We will gain victory in this
war and make the enemy disappointed that
we surrender,” Hatami told a gathering in
the Defense Ministry.
He said, “We take decisions which result in unity among the officials. The Leader
wisely and bravely supported the important
decision of the heads of the three branches
of government and sent this message to the
enemies that we take decision, we take the
right decision and if there is something wrong
with the decision, we reform it.”
Through his support for the decision the
Leader conveyed this message that “we are
dynamic and you cannot make us paralyzed
in decision making,” the minister remarked.
Speaking to his theology students on November 17, the Leader supported decision to
ration gasoline and increase it price.
Ayatollah Khamenei said he has previously
announced that since he’s not an expert on the
issue, he would support any decision made by
heads of the three branches of government

and the experts.
He voiced sympathy with people who feel
the decision would harm them economically,
but condemned any act of sabotage that was
carried out by some hooligans and supported
by Iran’s enemies.
In his remarks, he urged the authorities
to take good care of the affected people and
assuage the hardship caused by the move.
He also called on the people to take note of
the enemies’ plots to disrupt national security
and take a separate path from the rioters
who try to foment insecurity in the country.
The Leader quoted officials as saying that
they would not allow rise in gasoline price lead
to an increase in price of other commodities.
Protests were sparked in some cities in
Iran against increasing gasoline price. In
certain cases, the protests turned violent
as some rioters clashed with police, using
knives and guns.
Ayatollah Khamenei said late on Tuesday
that the Iranians have repelled the enemy in
various military, political and security arenas.

“Both friends and foes should know that
we have repelled the enemy in military, political and security issues,” the Leader stated.
“The recent actions were security issues,
not from the people. We have repelled the
enemy in various areas, and by God’s grace,
we will also definitely repel the enemy in
the economic war,” Ayatollah Khamenei
remarked.

IRGC arrests 100 ringleaders of recent riots
(Press TV) — Judiciary spokesman says Iran’s elite
defense forces have apprehended around 100 of the
ringleaders of the riots that took place across the country
under the guise of protest at fuel price hikes.
“Around 100 of the senior and junior ringleaders
as well as the principal elements behind the recent
disturbances have been identified and arrested by the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) at various spots
across the country,” Gholam-Hossein Esmaili said on
Friday, IRNA reported.
The official was remarking on the sidelines of a visit he
was making of Tehran’s Evin Detention Facility alongside
the capital’s Prosecutor-General Ali Alqasi-Mehr, during
which they inspected the situation of the detainees and
spoke to some of them.
‘Calm restored’
The spokesman hailed that the unrest had ended and
“calm restored to the country under Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei’s directions,
and as a result of the separation of the ranks of the people
and the rioters, and the effort expended by the security
and law enforcement forces.”
The Iranian government raised gasoline prices last
week in order to moderate the national consumption
rate, which stands at 110 million liters per day, 40 million
liters per day above the maximum domestic requirement.
The move prompted some peaceful protests, but riotous
elements, abusing the situation, quickly entered the scene,
destroying public property, setting ablaze banks and
gas stations among other facilities, and opening fire on

people and security forces.
There have been reports of fatalities among both
security forces and civilians in different locations, with
an official tally not available yet.
On Wednesday, Iranians buried a serviceman and a
civilian killed at the hands of the rioters.
According to Fars News Agency, the violence saw rioters
setting fire to as many as 80 department stores across the
country, incurring a damage of 170 billion tomans (more
than $40 million). The damage has wrecked between
50 to 100 percent of the facilities’ structures, with the
anarchists either looting the stores before setting them
ablaze or setting fire to entire facilities and their supplies.
Esmaili said the country’s judicial apparatus had
launched its work of detecting the roots of the issue
and addressing the cases of every arrestee and riotous
element.
Judiciary Chief Ebrahim Raisi has appointed a special
committee to pursue the whole matter, tasking its members
to personally visit the appointed detention centers, the
official said, noting that his underway joint visit together
with the prosecutor general had been undertaken within
the framework of the committee’s mission. Tehran’s
Public and Islamic Revolution Courthouses have been
appointed to conduct the legal proceedings arising from
the cases, Esmaili noted.
According to the spokesman, a considerably higher
number of people have been similarly identified by Iran’s
Intelligence Ministry in connection with the riots. Some
of these have been arrested or are about to be placed in

detention, he announced.
He noted that all the suspects, who come under arrest
as part of the country’s efforts to address the riots, would
go through a screening process that identifies potentially
blameless arrestees or those with little involvement in
the disturbances. All the detainees, the official said, are,
meanwhile, provided with the full range of their legal
entitlements as the Judiciary chief has advised.
According to the spokesperson, the arrestees include
those serving foreign interests, organized elements,
and hooligans with multiple criminal records, who had
amassed firearms, cutlasses, and incendiary materials
to foment unrest.
Concerning their allegiances, Esmaili said, among those
elements there are some tied to the anti-Iran and United
States-backed terrorist Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization
(MKO), royalists, separatists, who were nabbed in the
country’s border provinces, and members of organized
groups trained towards staging acts of sabotage.
‘Iran prides itself on its security’
“The security, which we have provided our people
with, is what we consider to be a source of honor for
us among the countries of the region. We are prepared
to sacrifice our lives for them,” Esmaili asserted, while
advising that people with information and evidence
concerning the riots come forward to help the process.
Tehran’s prosecutor general also noted that during the
riots, the Iranian intelligence and security apparatuses had
managed to timely and inclusively identify all disruptive
movements from the very beginning.
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Vice president: Implementation of
the constitution is top priority

P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — La’aya
d
e
s
k Joneidi, the vice president
for legal affairs, said on Saturday that the
constitution is the joint covenant among the
three branches of the government.
La’aya Joneidi, who was addressing
the 59th joint meeting of legal affairs
coordination council, said, “Our covenant is
the constitution, so whenever the country faces
tensions the importance of the mentioned
covenant will become more.”
“Whenever
implementation
of
the constitution is the main core of
conversations, some people feel worried,
some are opposing something and some
others embark on criticizing, but in fact the
issue should somehow make us worried.
(We have to prepare ourselves) to respond
to people inside and outside the country
that ‘whether we have any other criterion’,”
Joneidi further said.
“I believe that the constitution is the
most important covenant to manage the
country. Even if there are differences over
the constitution’s articles, the constitution
itself remains as the principle,” the vice
president emphasized.
“The president is head of the executive
body, but according to article 113 of the
constitution, the president, after the Leader,
is responsible for implementation of the
constitution,” Joneidi pointed out.

Presidential advisor calls for
establishment of independent human
rights body
Hesamulddin Ashna, a senior aide to
President Rouhani, also highlighted the
need to set up an independent human rights
institution to provide legitimate and reliable
reports at national and international levels.

“An institution independent from
the government, the parliament and the
judiciary panel should be legally set up,”
he suggested, talking at the joint meeting
of legal affairs coordination council.
“The institution should not fulfil its
mission under monitoring or pressure
of the government or judiciary bodies.”

The advisor argued that without such a
body the human rights charter will remain
“incomplete”.
“Without such an independent national
institution, human and citizenship rights
charter is incomplete, because when we
talk about citizenship rights and their
violations, we could not expect those who
violate them embark on reporting their
own violations,” Ashna explained.
He went on to say, “The proposed
institution should be capable of revealing
its findings in the fields of human and
citizenship rights openly and clearly.
Such a watchdog institution can turn the
citizenship rights from a silent text into a
dynamic spirit in the society.”
“In our country, the issue of human
rights has been misused and misunderstood
(and) that is why the (vice president) for
legal affairs should hold consultation with
the Supreme National Security Council
to clear up misunderstandings and at the
same time deepen the officials’ attention to
the issue of human and citizenship rights,”
Ashna stated.
Ashna added, “The same consultation
should be done with the judiciary panel
to convince the panel’s judges that there
will be no interference between the
missions of the panel and the proposed
institution.”

Democratic presidential candidates support unrest in Iran
1
Top judicial, political and military figures in Iran
have insisted that there is a difference between peaceful
protestors and rioters.
On Friday, cleric Ahmad Khatami reminded that Article
27 of the Iranian constitution which recognizes the right
to demonstrations.
First former U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, who
lost to Donald Trump in the 2016 presidential election,
expressed support for unrest in Iran in tweet on Friday.
Later, four Democratic presidential candidates also
sent messages via Twitter, backing protestors.
First, was Kamala Harris who said, “Instead of killing its
citizens, violating rights…the Iranian government should
listen to its people and implement reforms”.
She made no reference to the killings of three security
forces by the hooligans with knives and guns in Malard,

a city in west of Tehran.
Pete Buttigieg followed Harris, applauding “the
bravery of the Iranian protesters” in a tweet and called
on the Iranian government to “take action to improve
the lives of its citizens, rather than resorting to violence
and censorship to repress protests.”
Minutes later, Julian Castro tweeted claiming violence
against protesters and the Internet blackout by Iran. “The
government-imposed communications blackout must be fully
lifted and the right to protest respected. Iranian-Americans
need to be able to connect with their relatives.”
Later, Elizabeth Warren took to Twitter to condemn
“corruption and authoritarianism” and saying that Iranian
must win this struggle. She added, “We support their
demand for dignity, freedom to connect to the outside
world, and right to peacefully demonstrate.”

The commotions created over increase in petrol prices
by some foreign officials as well as opportunists and rioters
at home lack logical reason.
The proceeds from price increase is being paid in form
of cash subsidies to 60 million Iranians, who account for
about 75 percent of the Iranian population.
The rationed gasoline, which is 60 liters per month, is
priced 1500 tomans (35 cents) and any amount beyond
that is 3000 tomans (70 cents).
The calculation is based on the official rate of 4200
tomans per dollar. However, the value of dollar, due to
the U.S. president’s strategy of “maximum pressure”
against Iran, is almost 2.5 times higher in the free market.
In addition, the Oil Ministry is giving more gasoline
to taxis, pickups and other passenger cars at the fixed
price of 1500 tomans.

U.S. support for Iran riots ‘a blueprint for regime change’: analyst
PRESS TV — The U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo’s expression of support for rioters and
thugs in Iran, following widespread protests
against fuel price hikes in the country, is “absurd” and a plan for “regime change,” says an
American political commentator.
Daniel McAdams, the Executive Director
of the Ron Paul Institute, made the remark
during a Friday edition of Press TV’s The
Debate program while commenting on Pompeo’s meddlesome statements regarding the
recent protests in Iran.
On November 15, the government raised
Iran’s extremely cheap gasoline prices in
order to moderate the national consumption
rate, which stands at 110 million liters per
day, 40 million liters above the maximum
domestic requirement.
The government also announced a number of aid and subsidy programs to protect
vulnerable households from the adverse
effects of the measure.
The price reform, required by Iranian
legislature and essential as U.S.-imposed
sanctions seek to deplete Iran’s budgetary
resources, had been long delayed due to concerns regarding the move’s probable backlash.
A report by an Iranian intelligence organization says “trained saboteurs” exploited
people’s protests to set public buildings on
fire and attack police officers in various
Iranian cities.
The measure’s adoption prompted initially peaceful protests, but riotous elements,
abusing the situation, quickly entered the
scene, destroying public property, setting

ablaze banks and gas stations, among other
facilities, and opening fire on people and
security forces.
In meddlesome comments on Thursday,
Pompeo urged Iranians to send photos and
other information documenting what he
called “repression,” while vowing to sanction “abuses” by the Iranian government.
Washington threatens to impose even
more sanctions on Iran over its handling of
the recent riots which are believed to be the
result of the U.S. coercive measures.
“He supports some of the Iranian people,
the people that are burning and blowing
things up, just like he supports the people
in Venezuela and Bolivia who are burning
up their countries,” McAdams said.

“The idea that the U.S. supports the people
is absurd because [of] the sanctions and U.S.
aggression toward Iran; this has been ongoing
since 1979 and certainly belies his statements
of support for the people,” he added.
Asked why the United States is so fixated
on galvanizing unrest in Iran, McAdams
said it is because “that’s how you overthrow
countries, you destroy a country first, the
same thing is happening in Bolivia, they
tried to do it in Venezuela. That’s a blueprint
for regime change.”
James Jatras, former US Senate foreign
policy advisor and a specialist in international
relations, was the other panelist invited to
The Debate, who maintained the same view
that the US’s support for rioters was aimed

at regime change in Iran.
“I think that the goal is regime change
and they want to get there by hook or by
crook,” Jatras noted.
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei has thrown his weight
behind a recent government decision to ration
gasoline and increase its price.
Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani has
also hailed the people’s firm response to the
recent wave of foreign-backed riots which
hit several Iranian cities, voicing gratitude
towards the nation for withstanding the
enemies’ subversive plots despite their
economic grievances.
Following Friday prayers, numerous
rallies were held across Iran to condemn
the recent riots. The protesters condemned
the U.S., Israel and seditious elements for
fueling the unrest and chanted slogans in
support of the Islamic establishment.
Iran’s handling of recent riots has
disappointed the White House, says a
top IRGC official.
Despite failed economic pressures on
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the United
States has imposed a raft of economic
sanctions on Iran since it withdrew from
a major international agreement on Tehran’s nuclear activity last year.
The European signatories — Britain,
Germany and France — have so far failed
to uphold their commitments. They have
expressed vocal support for the deal, but failed
to provide meaningful economic incentives
as required under the nuclear agreement.

Foreign hands at work to repeat Iraq,
Lebanon’s unrest in Iran: Haddad Adel
TEHRAN (MNA) — Gholam-Ali Haddad Adel, a member
of Iran’s Expediency Council, has highlighted the role
of foreign countries in flaming riots in Iran during
the past week.
“Foreigners were seeking to create the same unrest in
Iran that they had established in Iraq and Lebanon but the
plot was foiled in two days by the vigilance of the nation and
by the authority of the Establishment,” he said on Saturday.
“If the government had acted more wisely, there would
have been fewer damages,” Adel also noted.
Elsewhere, the ex-Iranian Parliament Speaker said
that U.S.-imposed sanctions on Iran would cripple every

P O L I T I C A L

country in six months but “the Iranian nation strongly
support ideals of the Islamic Revolution and as we proceed,
the hostility of the U.S. increases.”
The Iranian government raised gasoline prices on
November 15 in order to moderate the national consumption
rate which prompted some peaceful protests, but riotous
elements took advantage of the situation and caused damage
to public property.
“Around 100 of the senior and junior ringleaders, as well
as the principal elements behind the recent disturbances,
have been identified and arrested by the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) at various spots across the country,”

Khanzadi announced on Saturday.
“The operations to install VLS on Dena
and Damavand destroyers are underway,
and the systems will be tested in the near
future,” Mehr quoted Khanzadi as saying.
Referring to remarks by Leader of

VP warns of consequences if clues
found regional states stoked riots
in Iran
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — The first vice president said on
d
e
s
k Saturday that Iran will give a harsh response if
it is proven that regional countries stoked unrest in Iran.
Es’haq Jahangiri’s warning comes as reportedly certain regional
countries have been provoking riots in Iran in the aftermath of the
protests the followed an increase in gasoline prices.
“Some of the regional countries should know that if we find any
sign of their interference in the country’s recent chaos, they would
not witness any good time.”
He further said, “Iran is not a country that tolerates such behaviors. Everybody must respect Iran.”
“If we realize that foreign countries have been involved in Iran’s
internal affairs to harm our nation we will definitely give them a
crushing response,” the vice president underscored.
Judiciary Chief Seyed Ebrahim Raisi said on Friday that maintaining security is the most important issue in the country, stressing that
the judiciary will not tolerate any threat to the society’s tranquility.
“Today, Iran is known as the safest country in the region, so we
will not allow anybody to put the people’s security in danger,” Raisi
told a gathering of Basiji students in the Imam Ali sports stadium.
The remarks by the top judge came one week after the government
increased petrol prices and people in certain cities poured into the
streets protesting the decision.
Certain thugs misused the people’s protest against price rise
by attacking security forces with knives, machetes, and even guns,
killing a number of them. The rioters also damaged public and private property and set a number of banks and state buildings on fire.

Main ringleaders behind riots
arrested by IRGC
TEHRAN (FNA)— Head of the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
Public Relations Department Second Brigadier General Ramezan
Sharif said on Saturday that the ringleaders behind the last week’s
violent riots have been identified and apprehended by the IRGC.
“The key ringleaders, promoting violence in last week’s riots
which hijacked peaceful protests against gas price rise, have been
arrested in cities of Shiraz and Tehran, and provinces of Alborz and
Khuzestan,” Second Brigadier General Sharif said this morning in
Iranian Northern city of Astara. He added that unfortunately some
cases of looting happened where opportunists pounced on the mayhem
and plundered chain stores and
banks, vowing that the looters will
be arrested and punished later.
The IRGC official then highlighted that the rioters, thugs and
looters behind the last week unrest
were supported by three major
anti-Iran movements.
According to Sharif, Monarchists, who seek restoration of
Pahlavi regime in Iran, made up
the first group behind the riots.
He then named the Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO,
also known as the MEK, PMOI
and NCRI), a terrorist cult responsible for attacks which claimed
the lives of 17,000 civilians in Iran, as the second side advocating
street violence in last week.
“The third current behind the recent riots in the country was
made up of Americans, some Persian Gulf littoral states and the
Zionists. Even, Saudis and some Emiratis as well as some intelligence services contributed to these events to stoke insecurity inside
the country,” Sharif recounted.He went on adding that the unrest,
ranging from minor and major incidents, were mostly reported
from 100 cities across the country, adding that a quick response by
security apparatuses and the help of masses of people helped to put
an end to riots in a short period between 1 to 3 days.
Last Friday, the government raised Iran’s extremely cheap gas
price in order to moderate the national consumption rate, which
stands at 110 million liters per day, 40 million liters above the maximum domestic requirement.
The government also announced a number of aid and subsidiary
programs to protect vulnerable households from the adverse effects
of the measure. The price reform, required by Iranian legislature and
essential as US-imposed sanctions seek to deplete Iran’s budgetary
resources, had been long delayed due to concerns regarding the
move’s probable backlash.
The measure’s adoption prompted initially peaceful protests, but
riotous elements, abusing the situation, quickly entered the scene,
destroying public property, setting ablaze banks and gas stations
among other facilities, and opening fire on people and security forces.

New Iranian ambassador to
Turkmenistan named
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — Gholamabbas Arbab-Khales has
d
e
s
k been appointed as Iran’s new ambassador to
Turkmenistan, Trend reported on Saturday, citing the press service
of the Turkmen president.
Turkmenistan and Iran share a long sea and land border.

Decoding the rare remarks
of Khatam al-Anbia
headquarters commander

Iranian Judiciary’s spokesman Gholam-Hossein Esma’eili
said on Friday.

Iranian Navy installing VLS on two destroyers

TEHRAN
—The
d
e
s
k Iranian
Navy
is
equipping two destroyers with vertical
launch systems (VLS) and is planning
to install the system on all frigates in
the future, Navy Commander Hossein

3

the Islamic Revolution who has insisted
on enhancing defense capabilities in all
areas, including the strategic marine
sector, the rear admiral said such
developments will not be limited to
Damavand and Dena.

“All Navy destroyers will be equipped
with the same system in the future.”
VLS is an advanced system for
holding and firing missiles on mobile
naval platforms, such as surface ships
and submarines.

1
The failure of the U.S. “maximum pressure” policy has led
Washington and its regional and extra-regional allies to use methods
of the fourth generation warfare to create social exhaustion in Iran.
The U.S. actions over the past two months in Iraq, Lebanon and
Iran reinforce the assumption that a complicated scenario is at work.
It is employing similar tools and methods in the three countries.
The scenario, which includes security and military moves as well as
domestic unrest, is being waged against the resistance movement.
It is based on the strategy of the fourth generation warfare.
The point is that the implementation of each stage of the scenario
is on a predetermined element in the region, and the enemy has
fully used all its capabilities over these few months. The study of
the role of some media outlets like the BBC Persian, Manoto and
Iran International as well as the Saudi Global Center for Combating
Extremism truly support the assumption.
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Inflation rate drops 0.9%
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — The Statistical Center of Iran
d
e
s
k (SCI) announced that the inflation rate in the
twelve-month period ended on November 22, which marks the
end of the eight Iranian calendar month of Aban, stood at 41.1
percent.
The SCI said that the inflation rate has fallen 0.9 percent from
the past month, IRNA reported on Saturday.
The center put the point-to-point inflation rate at 27 percent
in Aban, down 1.3 percent from its previous month.
In the Iranian calendar year of 1395 (ended on March 20,

2017), Iran could manage to experience a single-digit inflation
rate after 26 years.
The inflation rate stood at 9.8 percent in that year according
to the Statistical Center of Iran and at nine percent according to
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI).
But since the last year’s calendar month of Khordad (ended on
June 22, 2018), when the inflation rate stood at 10.2 percent, as
announced by the CBI, the country’s experiencing double-digit
inflation rates again.

Argentina creditors jockey
for lead ahead of $100
billion debt talks
Argentina is once again buckling under the weight of its sovereign
debts, which total around $100 billion, and Fernandez needs to
urgently agree a deal with creditors to ease the burden and give
his government space to try to revive the economy.
Several investors told Reuters they are growing increasingly
annoyed by a lack of clarity on the plans of the new government,
which is set to take over on Dec. 10. Fernandez has not yet named
his economic team or said how he will deal with the debts, which
have become painfully costly after a collapse of the peso.
The “general frustration is how slow the incoming administration has been to name people and get the ball rolling,” a source
at a large fixed income investor that holds Argentine debt said,
adding that with more clarity things could change “fairly quickly.”
Fernandez this week told the International Monetary Fund’s
(IMF) head Kristalina Georgieva he has a “sustainable” plan to
meet creditor obligations as well as maintain growth, without
giving details.
A media representative for Fernandez did not immediately
respond to a request for comment on Friday.
A creditor committee of at least 20 members was formed last
month as bondholders look for ways to avoid losses, which could
reach tens of billions of dollars, on their holdings.
A second group is now being assembled, led by U.S.-based
emerging markets-focused investment manager Gramercy, three
sources said, amid differences over the way forward.
Hedge funds holding bonds
A third group of mostly hedge funds holding bonds restructured
after a prior Argentine default was also being brought together,
sources said.
Gramercy has previous experience in Argentina, where its
distressed debt chief investment officer Robert Koenigsberger
was involved in debt talks in 2009.
Several bondholders said a range of proposals for bundling
creditors were circulating, although some said they would rather
stick to a larger single group controlling a bigger debt slice.
The process of organizing creditors is still in the early stages
and it is not clear how much of Argentina’s debt each grouping
represents at this stage.
Gramercy’s proposal, which also involves emerging markets
investment manager Macrosynergy Partners, has put together
a number of possible scenarios, three sources familiar with the
plans said.
One of these includes an extension of maturities to ease the
pressure on Argentina’s struggling finances, but no write-down.
The “group’s preferred scenario is to get a five-year extension,
but there is no haircut,” one of the sources said.
The IMF says that until the new government sets an economic
path it cannot decide if private creditor haircuts are needed to
keep its $57 billion bailout program in place.
(Source: reuters.com)
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Decision on banning Mahan Air flights,
will Italy give in to U.S. pressure?
According to the Chicago Con1
vention on International Civil Aviation, the
interruption of daily flights of an airline to
other countries can be interrupted if there are
proven reasons of a “crime” or a “violation
of international law” or a “nuisance to the
host country”, and none of the mentioned
conditions are true about Mahan Air.
Now the question is why some European governments, while acknowledging the
illegality of U.S. sanctions, are choosing
to take a passive approach toward them?!
The fact is that the Europe’s approach
toward the U.S. which is manifested mainly
in the form of just criticizing its unilateralism
and threatening other nations about biding
by Washington’s anti-Iranian sanctions,
is not acceptable and European countries
such as Italy cannot follow such a strategy.
If Europe and in this case Italy want to
keep its trade ties with Iran, they have to
be willing to pay the price.

There is no doubt that Trump will not be
at the head of U.S. political and executive
equations for a long time, and when he is

Steel ingot production by major
producers at 11.9m tons in 7 months
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN
—
d
e
s
k Production of steel
ingot by Iran’s major producers stood at
11.923 million tons during the first seven
months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-November 22), IRNA
reported on Saturday citing the data
released by Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO).
IMIDRO data show that Mobarakeh Steel
Company accounted for the lion’s share (46
percent) of the output during the mentioned
time span.
Annual production of steel ingot in Iran
is predicted to rise to 28 million tons in
the current Iranian calendar year (ends on
March 19, 2020) from 25 million tons in
the past year, according to IMIDRO Head
Khodadad Gharibpour.
“Today, Iranian steel industry is meeting
most of its requirements relying on domestic
capabilities and it is just a little dependent
on the foreign resources”, the official said
during the annual general assembly meeting
of Iranian Steel Producers Association on
October 1.
As previously announced, Iran’s steel
production capacity is projected to reach
around 40 million tons this year with crude
steel production reaching between 25 and
27 million tons.
According to the World Steel

Organization (WSO), Iran became the
world’s tenth largest steel producer in
2018. The country is expected to become
the world’s seventh biggest steel producer
by 2021, reaching 55 million tons of steel
capacity.
The WSO’s report shows that Iran
produced 25 million tons of crude steel
in 2018 which indicates 17.7 percent growth
from 21.2 million tons in 2017.
The country’s crude steel production
capacity will increase by 25 million tons
within the next four years, according to a
deputy director in IMIDRO.
Ardeshir Sa’d Mohammadi said that
through such increase in crude steel output,
the required feedstock for the plants will
be properly supplied.
The official further lamented that of the
35 million tons of crude steel produced
in the past Iranian calendar year (ended
on March 20, 2019), 25 million tons were
used in the production process.

gone, Italy will have to pay the prices of
complying with U.S. sanctions for many
years.

Banning Iranian flights for no reason, will
not only undermine Italy’s position as one
of Europe’s traditional actors in the world,
but it will also impede the normalization
of trade and credit relations between Iran
and Italy in the future.
Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio
told U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
in early October that Rome was set to make
a decision on whether to follow suit, while
Italy’s air authority ENAC said in a statement
that the ban on Mahan’s flights to Rome and
Milan would take effect in mid-December.
Given the fact that Italy has to go through
with the decision in the upcoming month,
now is the best chance for Rome to return
from this costly decision.
Undoubtedly, Italy’s return from this
irrational decision will prove its credibility
and independence in the international scene
and will not let the country’s prestige to be
undermined.

Iran imports 14m tons of basic goods
since March
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN – Nearly
d
e
s
k 14 million tons of basic
goods have been cleared through Iran’s
customs since the beginning of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 20, 2019),
IRNA reported, quoting the head of Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), as saying.
According to Mehdi Mirashrafi, nearly
20 million tons of goods have been imported
into the country since the beginning of the
current year of which about 14 million tons
were basic goods.
Referring to the fundamental changes in
customs and the transformation of traditional
and manual activities to systemic, automatized
procedures, Mirashrafi said, using advanced
electronic systems has contributed to the
rapid and less timely clearance of imported
goods especially the basic commodities and
raw materials which are really important
for the country’s production units during
the sanctions.
Pointing to the 22-percent rise of the
clearances in the mentioned period compared to the previous year, the official noted
that this improvement is a result of close
cooperation and coordination among various
entities in IRICA.
He noted that measures such as direct
shipment of goods, acceptance of bank guarantees, clearance on installment, etc. have
had a significant impact on ease of access to

basic goods for production units to meet the
needs of the country’s industries.
According to Mirashrafi, one of the problems that most of the producers are facing
is the lack of liquidity, in this regard IRICA
has agreed to help the producers by letting
them clear their goods by paying the duties
partially.
Back in May, IRICA announced that it
was providing new facilities for importers of
basic goods to make them able to clear their
commodities in less than an hour.
“For basic goods such as meat, system
formalities and clearance procedures will be
carried out in less than an hour and importers
can transport their goods soon after,” Deputy
IRICA Head Mehrdad Jamal Orounaqi said.
According to the official, IRICA also selected 120 major manufacturing companies
under the Authorized Economic Operator
(AEO) framework to provide them with especial facilities like non-stop and duty-free
clearance.

Monthly value of trades at IFB rises 100% year on year

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — The value of trades at Iran’s
d
e
s
k over-the-counter (OTC) market, known
also as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), rose 100 percent during the
eight Iranian calendar month of Aban (October 22-November 22) compared to the same month of the previous year,
Tasnim news agency reported.
Also the number of trades at this market has risen 77
percent during the eighth month year on year.
IFX, the main index of IFB, has gained four percent
during the mentioned month from its previous month. The
index stood at 3,950 in the last day of the month.
As reported, 28,500 billion securities worth 170.55 trillion rials (about $4.06 billion) were traded in the eighth
month of this year.

Some 1.764 billion securities worth 9.539 trillion rials
(about $227 million) were traded at the first market of IFB
and 7.728 billion securities worth 50.778 trillion rials (about
$1.2 billion) were traded at the second market of IFB in
the past month.
Operating under official supervision of Iran’s Securities
and Exchange Organization (SEO), Iran Fara Bourse (IFB)
acts as a self-regulatory organization governing the activities
of its brokers and members. The company was established
in 2009 and its transactions officially started in four market
segments on September 28, 2009.
Establishment of Iran Fara Bourse was one of the main
steps for developing capital market in Iran and diversifying
financial instruments traded in the securities market.

ASEAN leading the digital transformation wave
By George Foster
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has
one of the most robust economies in Asia. The regional
intergovernmental organization has 10 member countries
with a combined gross domestic product (GDP) in excess
of $2.5 trillion. The region’s economy is currently growing
at a steady rate of six percent per year, with the impressive
growth being mostly fuelled by the rapid penetration of
smartphones and smart technology. This wave is known
as the ASEAN digital transformation.
The ASEAN digital transformation is characterized by
a well-developed and innovation-driven information and
communications tech infrastructure. The middle class
in this region is expanding by the day, e-commerce and
social media are gaining popularity at a steady rate, and
tech devices are becoming more and more affordable.
Also, the region has a huge youthful population and a
strong start-up sector. All these factors combined have
given rise to a digital wave that is promising to transform
Southeast Asia.
The internet economy is fast taking shape in ASEAN. The
region’s small and medium enterprises (SMEs) now have
a strong platform from which they can launch themselves
into global supply chains. The region’s diverse economies
are also on the verge of uniting and forming one inseparable
economic bloc. When this happens, ASEAN will be ripe
for economic take-off.
Multinational companies are already trying to
penetrate the ASEAN market in readiness for this takeoff. For instance, professional employer organizations
in Singapore are investing in the right technologies that
will help them find and recruit the right employees for the
region’s expanding job market. If you dream of expanding
your business to the ASEAN market, you will need the
services of a translation company in understanding and

interacting fruitfully with ASEAN customers.
To aid this take-off, ASEAN member countries are working
towards creating a seamless e-commerce space that will
allow traders in the region to market and sell their products
without any tariffs or international trade restrictions. There
is also the ASEAN Economic Blueprint 2025 that seeks
to tap technology and leverage its power in an effort to
close the gap between member states and the top global
economies such as China, the United States (U.S.), and
the European Union (EU). The ASEAN economic take-off
is also boosted by a Smart Cities Network that comprises
26 cities in the region. If these cities become smart by
2025, the region will be ripe for industrial transformation.
An ASEAN digital data framework
The key aim of the Master Plan on Connectivity (MPAC)
2025 is to promote economic integration amongst member
nations as a way of creating an inclusive and competitive
trade bloc before the year 2025. This goal will only be
achieved by improving cross-sectoral connectivity across
the region. The plan has already given birth to an ASEAN

digital data governance framework that seeks to drive
digital innovation and create a stronger digital agenda
in the region.
If MPAC 2025 is implemented successfully, digital
technologies in ASEAN will have grown to more than
$500 billion in value by 2025. Technology will be adopted
in the region on a bigger scale, efficiency in business and
governance will be a notch higher, and products and
services from the region will stand a stronger chance of
competing in the global market.
The widespread adoption of new and advanced tech
tools will help the region to leapfrog many regional trade
blocs in terms of customer satisfaction and service delivery.
Education systems in the region are also likely to improve
as a result of AI (artificial intelligence) integration.
The digital revolution in Southeast Asia is far from
complete due to many teething problems. The greatest
among these problems is the fact that the digital landscape
in some member states is in deplorable condition while
other states are almost on par with some of the world’s
more developed economies. Myanmar and Cambodia,
for example, have been developing at a slower pace when
compared to their peers in the trade bloc such as Malaysia
and Singapore. This sharp contrast could easily lead to
the ultimate failure of the digital revolution.
If the ASEAN region continues on its current digital
trajectory, its member states will most likely join the largest
global economies by 2030. Countries such as Singapore
will edge closer to big economies such as the U.S. and China
and may even leapfrog some economic giants in the EU.
It is a good thing that the region has a huge young and
educated workforce which is prepared and comfortable
to run away with new technologies as they come. Indeed,
the full potential of the ASEAN digital transformation
lies in the future.
(Source: theaseanpost.com)
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Govt. bodies ink MOU
for building 20,000
small PV systems
E N E R G Y TEHRAN – Iran’s
d
e
s
k Planning and Budget Organization (PBO) inked a memorandum of
understanding with Imam Khomeini Relief
Foundation and the Organization for Mobilization of the Oppressed for construction of
20,000 photovoltaic power stations (known
as PV systems) across the country.
As reported by IRNA, the MOU was signed
on Saturday in a ceremony attended by PBO
Head Mohammad-Baqer Nobakht, Head of
Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation Morteza
Bakhtiari, and Brigadier General Gholamreza
Soleimani, the head of Organization for Mobilization of the Oppressed.
Based on the MOU, about 350 million rials
(about $8,300) of facilities will be paid to underprivileged households for construction of the

mentioned PV systems and the Energy Ministry
will also purchase the generated electricity.
According to the Deputy Head of PBO, Hamid
Pour-Mohammad, the project is part of a bigger
program in which at the first phase 20,000
PV systems will be constructed for rural and
nomadic households and in the next phases
the number will be raised to 100,000 stations.
According to the official the mentioned stations are planned to be constructed by domestic
manufacturers like Mapna Group.
“In addition to boosting [the country’s]
electricity production, these power stations
improve the livelihoods of the mentioned
families,” Pour-Mohammadi said.
In late October, Iran’s Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency Organization (SATBA)
announced that 2500 new rooftop photovoltaic

Due to a relatively mild winter reducing
gas demand for power generation and higher
nuclear power generation in Japan and South
Korea, LNG imports decreased by 8 and 9 %
y-o-y Jan-Sept respectively, whereas imports
to India were up 3 % and imports to China
increased by about 21 % y-o-y.
Europe has been the main buyer of incremental LNG volumes in 2019, growing
imports by 74 % y-o-y to about 65 MT and
taking advantage of low gas prices to switch
its energy mix from coal to gas. European
storage levels were about 97 % full at the end
of Q3, which is about two months early compared to historical average peak of pre-winter
up-stocking. As a result, and in combination
with contango in gas prices in the Far East, a
number of LNG carriers have been employed
as storage in both basins.”
As a result, “total shipping demand as
expressed by growth in ton-mile increased
by about 7 % in the first nine months of 2019

By Riley Adams

power stations (PV systems) were being constructed to be installed for rural households
across Iran.
According to the portal of Iranian Energy
Ministry (known as PAVEN), there are currently about 3500 PV systems operational
across the country.
According to the Energy Ministry’s data,
renewables account for nearly seven percent of
the country’s total electricity generation capacity.

Of the country’s total renewable capacity, 44
percent is the share of solar power plants while
the share of wind farms stands at 40 percent
and small-scalded hydropower plants generate 13 percent of the total renewable capacity.
Overall, in the next five years, Iran is aiming for a 5,000 MW increase in renewable
capacity to meet growing domestic demand
and expand its presence in the regional electricity market.

compared to a fleet growth of 9 % according
to Fearnleys LNG.
A firming shipping market
Taking into account storage and slow steaming (ton-time), shipping demand increased
by about 12 % in the period, which supported a firming shipping market. According to
Fearnleys LNG headline spot TFDE day rates
started the quarter at D 50,000 and D 40,000
per day West and East of Suez respectively,
and gradually increased to D 88,000 and D
83,000 respectively end Q3.
Ballast bonus compensation improved
along with the increase in headline rates. In
spite of the current low gas price environment,
with global gas prices at their lowest for 10
years, 2019 has seen an all-time high in final
investment decisions on new liquefaction capacity”, Awilco LNG noted.
The ship owner added that a “total of 64
MTPA of new capacity has been sanctioned
in 2019, representing about 20 % of total

LNG traded in 2018 at 325 MTPA. In total
111 MTPA of new LNG production capacity is
under construction and expected to commence
production in 2020 to 2026.
According to market analysts a further
approx. 800 MTPA of new LNG production
is in various stages of planning. 33 vessels
were delivered in the first nine months of 2019
and a further 6 vessels are scheduled for delivery in the remainder of 2019. Year to date
34 vessels have been ordered of which 20 are
assumed speculative. 24 of the 34 newbuild
orders were placed in H1 2019 and the ordering
pace appears to have subsided in H2 2019.
According to shipbrokers the current order
book for LNG vessels above 150,000 cbm (excl.
FSRU and FLNG) is 106 vessels, of which
about 40 are assumed available for contract.
40 vessels are scheduled for delivery in 2020,
44 in 2021, 16 in 2022 and 1 in 2023”, Awilco
LNG concluded.
(Source: hellenicshippingnews.com)

China boosting coal power despite global plea to cut emissions
By Cecilia Jamasmie
Less than four years after China vowed to limit the use of
coal and cancelled more than 100 coal power projects, a new
study shows the nation — the world’s largest greenhouse
gas emitter — is back in love with the fossil fuel.
According to the latest report by Global Energy Monitor,
a non-profit group that tracks coal stations, the Asian giant
is set to fire up enough coal-based power plants to match
the entire capacity of the European Union, which currently
sits at 149 gigawatts (GW).
Across the country, 148 GW of coal-fired plants are either
being built or are about to begin construction, the study
shows. The figure is also higher than the combined 105 gigawatts under construction in the rest of the world, it notes.
While coal’s share of the country’s total energy has fallen
from 68% in 2012 to 59% last year, absolute consumption
of the fossil fuel has continued to increase in line with a rise
in overall local energy demand.
To meet internal needs, the world’s second-largest economy
has approved new 40 coal mines in the first nine months of
this year, while continuing to make use of “green” financing
to support coal-related projects.
Last year China’s net additions to its coal fleet were 25.5GW,
while the rest of the world saw a net decline of 2.8GW as
more plants were closed than were built.

The global coal power
To “meet Paris climate goals, climate scientists say global
coal power needs to be reduced 70% by 2030 and phased out
completely by 2050,” Christine Shearer, one of the authors
of the report, said. “China’s proposal to continue adding
new coal power capacity through 2035 flies directly in the
face of these needed emission reductions, and jeopardizes
global climate goals.”
Top mining companies have been reducing or eliminating their exposure to coal on environmental grounds. Rio
Tinto (ASX, LON: RIO), the world’s second-largest miner,

fully exited the coal sector in March 2018, with the sale of
its Kestrel coal mine in Australia to private equity manager
EMR Capital and Indonesia’s Adaro Energy for $2.25 billion.
Rival BHP (ASX, NYSE:BHP) took a step in the same
direction in July, revealing it had been mulling options to
divest its thermal coal business, which includes assets in
Australia and Colombia.
Shareholders at world’s largest mining company, however, don’t seem too keen to ditch coal. In early November,
Australian investors voted against a plan that would have
seen BHP leave lobby groups that promote policies at odds
with the goals of the Paris climate accord. The agreement,
signed in 2016 by almost 200 nations, aims at reducing
emissions of gases that contribute to global warming.
Australia’s South32 (ASX, LON, JSE:S32), which spun
out of BHP in 2015, is another company to have recently
kissed the fossil fuel goodbye. In early November, it sold its
thermal coal operations to Seriti Resources and two trusts,
for 100 million rand ($6.78 million) upfront.
Last week, Anglo American (LON AAL) became the
latest top miner to signal a departure from coal in the near
future. The company, already on a trajectory away from
thermal coal lowered its 2021 target for the commodity
to 26 million tons from a previous goal of as much as 30
million tons.
(Source: mining.com)

Physical oil and futures align to tell story of a tighter market
By Dmitry Zhdannikov and Alex Lawler
The physical crude oil market and the structure of
the oil futures curve have rarely been more aligned over
the past few years than in recent weeks, and they tell a
counterintuitive story of a tight oil market next year.
While OPEC and the International Energy Agency
point to a swelling oil glut next year due to booming
non-OPEC supplies including in the United States, the
physical market offers a different story.
Traders are prepared to pay near-record premiums
for sweeter barrels as new marine fuel regulations from
2020 encourage refiners to switch to crude grades that
produce smaller quantities of high-sulphur fuel oil.
However, premiums for heavier grades, which produce more fuel oil, also continue to rally due to a deficit
created by U.S. sanctions on Iran and Venezuela.
In addition, the structure of the oil futures market
shows that premiums of front months to later dates –
known as backwardation – have narrowed in recent weeks,
also suggesting the market’s expectations of a glut are
diminishing somewhat.
The physical market
To be sure, benchmark oil futures do not necessarily
follow the physical market and could still decline next
year if global oil demand falls because of the U.S.-China
trade dispute or if U.S. oil output surprises again on
the upside.
Soaring physical crude prices are also negatively impacting refining margins, often prompting refiners to
cut processing.
New marine fuel rules have created a rally in certain crude oil grades. From January 2020, the United
Nations’ International Maritime Organization (IMO)
will ban ships from using fuels with a sulphur content
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Well-considered incentives can
help solar truly shine

Growth in LNG trade boosts market, but for how long?
With LNG ship owners actively warning against
further newbuilding orders, it’s starting to
become obvious that without the significant
growth in LNG production, with new facilities entering the market throughout 2019,
freight rates could very well have taken a turn
for the worse.
Ship owner Awilco LNG said in its latest
market update, that the “exceptional growth
in LNG trade recorded in the first half of the
2019 continued in Q3. According to Fearnleys
LNG total LNG trade is up about 13 % in the
first nine months of the year vs last year.
In line with normal seasonal patterns gas
prices inched upwards in Q3 but remained
historically low due to increased production
and muted demand in the Far East. Far East
gas prices started the quarter at D 4.5/MMBTU
and ended at D 5.5/MMBTU, whereas UK
NBP started Q3 at D 3.5/MMBTU and closed
at D 5.4/MMBTU. Henry Hub opened at D
2.3/MMBTU and closed at same.

Y

above 0.5%, compared with 3.5% now, unless they have
sulphur-cleaning kits called scrubbers.
Nigeria’s biggest crude stream, Qua Iboe <BFO-QUA>,
is valued at a premium of $3.30 a barrel, the highest since
2013, Refinitiv Eikon data shows. Azeri Light, or BTC
<BFO-AZR>, has a premium of $5.10 to the benchmark,
its highest since 2013.
Both crudes are valued especially highly by simple
refineries as they are ideal for producing IMO-compliant
bunker fuel oil, said Eugene Lindell, an analyst at JBC
Energy in Vienna.
The “focus now is on not producing high-sulphur
fuel oil at all costs. If you are a simple refinery, it comes
down to choosing the right crude,” he said.
The “end result is a lot of people are going to be seeking
these grades and that boosts the price. They will remain
strong and may increase further.”

Supported by other factors
While the rally in those two light, sweet grades stands out,
sour crudes such as Russian Urals have been supported by
other factors. Urals in northwest Europe <BFO-URL-NWE> is
trading at a premium of $1 a barrel to dated Brent, a record high.
The “strength in sour crudes, despite IMO 2020, is due
to the loss of sour crude supplies from Venezuela and Iran
and high demand for heavy molecules to feed the conversion units of more complex refineries,” analysts at Energy
Aspects wrote.
U.S. sanctions on Iran and Venezuela have forced the
two OPEC members to cut oil exports sharply, tightening
the market for sour crude.
Voluntary OPEC cuts due to a supply pact that producers
are expected to renew in December have also curbed output.
Expectations of a growth slowdown in U.S. shale could also
tighten the market further.
North Sea crude grades, which underpin the Brent futures
contract, are also rallying. Ekofisk, one of the five grades that
can set the value of dated Brent, jumped to its highest since
2013 on Tuesday.
The rally in physical crude is being reflected in strengthening time spreads in the Brent futures market, even though
the outright price at $62 a barrel <LCOc1> is well below this
year’s high of $75.
The first-month Brent contract is trading at a premium to
the second month <LCOc1-LCOc2>, indicating current tight
supply. Backwardation persists for future months, although
it becomes shallower next year.
“We expect Brent oil prices to continue trading around
our $60-a-barrel forecast with backwardation likely to persist
as the ongoing OPEC cuts and slowing shale activity offset
rising other non-OPEC supply and moderate demand growth,”
Goldman Sachs said in a report this month.
(Source: euronews.com)

Solar technologies that produce electricity can be classified into two
main categories: solar photovoltaic (PV) and solar thermal. The former
produces electricity directly from the sun while the latter relies on the
sun’s heat. Solar PV remains the dominant solar technology used to
produce electricity in the United States.
The definition of a solar PV system is an array of solar-collecting panels,
often seen on rooftops or mounted on the ground, which capture solar
radiation and converts this into usable power. More specifically, solar
PV captures solar radiation in direct current (DC) form and changes the
nature of the power through an inverter to match alternating current
(AC) used on the power grid.
Many incentives serve to lower the cost of solar power and bring the
technology into competition with other forms of energy generation.
One such incentive in the U.S. is the solar energy investment tax credit
(ITC), which has been a major driver of solar energy uptake across the
country since its inception in 2006. Extended two times and reshaped
in 2015, the 30% federal ITC is one of the most important federal policy mechanisms to support the deployment of solar energy in the U.S.
Prior to 2000, most installed solar panels were for research and
development (R&D) or demonstration projects. These projects were
small in scale due to very high costs associated with the technology at
the time. However, in the early 2000s, supportive policies came into
force in Europe and the U.S., which began to bring costs down.
In Europe, particular countries (such as Germany, Italy, and Spain)
opted to drive the adoption of renewable energy sources with feed-in
tariffs (FiTs). These payment mechanisms operate like long-term fixed
price power purchase agreements (PPAs) and last 10 to 25 years with
a price well above market. These agreements have driven significant
renewable energy buildout.

In the U.S., states opted for a more auction-based system driving
state-level compliance called renewable portfolio standards (RPS). Formally, an RPS is a state-level policy which requires utilities to procure
certain amounts of energy from renewable sources.
Some RPS requirements contain provisions for specific renewable
energy type carve-outs (e.g., wind, solar, biomass).
Additionally, compliance timelines vary for RPS requirements, and
as a result, did not necessarily trigger the same pace or level of solar
investments as seen by Europe’s generous subsidies.
For larger solar investments
Learning from Germany’s expensive FiTs, the U.S. preferred a market-based solution to promote the adoption of renewable technologies.
RPS requirements created demand for large solar investments, most
predominantly in California and the Southwest U.S., an area rich with
potential. Coupled with the 30% ITC and other incentives, this provided
means for lowering costs.
However, RPS programs rely on the most cost-effective renewable
resource through bidding processes and are not handed out on a first
come-first served basis like FiTs in Europe. Competitive auctions, longterm contracting and financing make RPS a more equitable distribution
of subsidies based on economic-competitiveness.
Other incentives have helped along the way as well. They include a
30% federal investment tax credit (ITC); a Temporary Cash Grant; loan
guarantees; state-level incentives like PACE loans, favorable sales and
property tax exemptions; Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SRECs);
MACRS depreciation and special bonus depreciation allowances; and
net energy metering (NEM) policies.
Use of Modified Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS
depreciation) provides a more favorable depreciation schedule for
solar projects. The accelerated depreciation treatment allows a 5-year
depreciable life. Taking advantage of timing differences, MACRS and
bonus depreciation reduce a qualifying solar project’s taxable income
in its early years, thereby leading to a lower levelized cost of electricity
(LCOE).
Solar energy is gaining ground across the United States.
Cost is often seen as a major deterrent to wide-scale adoption of
solar, yet it has now become a tailwind for solar PV under certain
circumstances. Two technologies, crystalline silicon and thin film
PV, account for the vast majority of the global solar market today.
Due in large part to on-going subsidies, technology improvements,
falling costs, favorable borrowing rates, and economies of scale, many
utility-scale (2+ MW) solar PV projects have become cost competitive
with alternatives.
In fact, total installed costs have fallen over 60% in the nine years
from 2009 to 2018, with further decreases anticipated. The costs are
particularly attractive for utility-scale solar in certain regions of the U.S.
with high solar resources. In a 2015 study, the Brattle Group examined
the cost disparity between residential solar PV and utility-scale solar
PV in Xcel Colorado’s service area.
The results found that the cost of generating 300 MW from utility-scale solar PV is roughly half the cost per MWh of the equivalent
output from 60,000, five kW residential-scale systems. (For reference,
1 MW = 1,000 kW.) The Brattle study found the primary reasons for
the cost disparity are economies of scale and the increased output
resulting from the optimized placement and orientation of panels.
Solar projects
Few utility companies own solar projects directly and often take
power through power purchase agreements with third parties. This
occurs primarily because of the tax normalization policy utilities must
abide by under the Internal Revenue Code.
What are some cost challenges for utilities to own solar power?
One hindrance has been the cost-effectiveness of regulated utilities
to invest in solar projects which they own and operate. Due to normalization procedures, utilities do not have the ability to offset their tax
liability from the year the project is placed in-service.
Normalization is an accounting system provided for by Treasury
regulations which require regulated public utilities to reconcile the tax
treatment of the ITC. In effect, these tax credits must be recognized
over the depreciable life of the asset and not upfront like non-regulated
entities enjoy.
Regulated utilities use rates set by a public regulator which accounts
for depreciation on utility assets and the tax expense associated with
them. Normalization rules in the Internal Revenue Code require the
calculation of tax depreciation expense to vary from how utilities file
their returns.
For the purposes of the ITC, normalization requires the tax expense
to be depreciated over the economic useful life of the asset. In the case
of solar, often 30 years. Therefore, the ITC loses its effectiveness on
a net present value basis and makes utility-owned solar project less
cost-effective than 3rd-party owned solar.
(Source: sustainability-times.com)
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By Saeed Sobhani
TEHRAN — Although in the last presidential election,
US President Donald Trump has repeatedly criticized
the Iraq war and other regional wars, he is practically
lying. The US president has shown in recent years that
he is not only opposed to war, violence, assassination
and torture, but is also deeply interested in them. Here’s
some analysis on this:
As Antiwar reported,Donald Trump loves him some
bluster, worships machismo, and always has. Spectacle over substance has long been the name of his
game. Decades before his successful presidential run,
back when he was still a cartoon billionaire playboy,
Trump took out a full-page newspaper advertisement
that argued that New York state should bring back the
death penalty for five adolescents arrested in 1989 for
allegedly beating and raping a jogger – even though
the boys hadn’t yet been convicted. Turns out that the
infamous Central Park Five were later exonerated by
DNA evidence. To this day, Trump refuses to apologize,
even though his suggestion would have resulted in the
execution of five innocent kids. But regret isn’t part of
The Donald’s playbook.
Neither is adherence to facts, or recognition of history. Trump illustrated this point on the 2016 campaign
trail, when he repeated a demonstrably false story about
how then-Capt. John J. Pershing (future commanding
general for all U.S. forces in World War I) – “a rough,
rough guy” – had, during the brutal American counterinsurgency in the Philippines (1899-1913), once
captured 50 Muslim “terrorists,” dipped 50 bullets in
pig’s blood, shot 49, and set the sole survivor loose to
spread the tale to his rebel comrades. The outcome, or
moral of the story, according to Trump, was that “for
25 years, there wasn’t a problem, OK?” Well, no, actually, the Philippine insurgency dragged on for another
decade, and a Muslim-separatist rebellion continues
in the islands to this day.
No matter. For Trump, as the saying goes, “When the
legend becomes fact, print the legend.” In these strange
times, the current occupant of the Oval Office, “the
leader of the free world,” revels in tough-guy military
bravado. With an apparently crippling case of bone spurs
keeping him out of combat in Vietnam, Trump has had
the luxury of reveling in the romance of war, having
never seen its atrocities up close. Paradoxically, the
candidate-turned-president who regularly rails against
endless war (but rarely puts his money where his mouth
is) isn’t exactly averse to combat in general. Rather,
while he rightfully critiques expensive, aimless wars,
Trump thinks conflicts should be short and “savage.”
Which may be why The Donald seems to have such a
soft spot for American soldiers accused of war crimes.
This week, the self-styled antiwar president pardoned
two notorious alleged war criminals and reversed the
demotion of a third. The decision got passing attention
from the mainstream press, but quickly faded behind the
raucous distraction of the impeachment show unfolding
on Capitol Hill. Nonetheless, this was a profound matter,
with serious implications. Trump’s pardons may play
well with his flag-waving, nationalistic base, but they
also encourage indiscipline in the military ranks and –
like the Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo fiascoes – stain
America’s reputation in the world, motivate extremists
and thereby make the nation less safe.
I was a combat soldier for my entire adult life. I know
the vexing intricacies of counterinsurgency, of sorting
friend from foe in foreign lands where no one wears
uniforms. I know the immense power young sergeants
and officers wield over life and death in distant wars,
and the temptation to abuse it. I too have stepped up
to the abyss in the wake of infuriating attacks in which
brothers die and no enemy pays – or even appears.
Still, all three of these presidential pardon recipients
were accused – in the face of substantial evidence – of
murdering prisoners or civilians on the battlefield. Two
hadn’t even faced trial yet. Furthermore, a couple of
these guys were turned in or testified against by their
fellow troopers, many in the same unit as the accused.
That’s extraordinarily rare. Think the police “blue wall
of silence” is sturdy? The military invented the concept.
Now, one dirty secret must be aired: Trump’s “mercy”
(the foreign victims received none from the accused)
pardons provide genuine red meat for some of the
military’s frustrated rank and file, who undoubtedly
feel abandoned by the American people and used and
abused by their government in unwinnable wars. Many,
but not all, inherently sympathize with fellow soldiers
caught up in the complexities and chaos of guerrilla
wars waged among the local populace. But that’s why
the military has officers, laws, a chain of command.
War crimes cases aren’t supposed to be popularity
contests; they are careful legal processes with specific purposes: to enforce discipline and humanity, as
well as to avoid alienating the indigenous population.
That’s the cardinal rule in counterinsurgency (COIN):
Don’t do anything to reinforce the enemy narrative
and thereby fill their ranks with new fighters. Some
guerrilla war aficionados within the military have even
taken to calling the concept COIN math.
Seen in this light, as a result of these pardons (and
other actions), Trump acts as an unpaid “terrorist”
recruiting sergeant. Many on the Arab street will see
right through the transparent hypocrisy. So the US has
held thousands of “terror” suspects in various prisons
across the Mideast, some for decades in Guantanamo Bay, often without trial, they’ll ask, but accused
American war criminals get a free pass without even
facing charges?
Trust me, it won’t play well abroad, even if it pleases
some emotive, uninformed folks here at home. Study after
study has provided empirical evidence that America’s
torture program and abuses at Abu Ghraib and Gitmo
were wildly counterproductive and helped infuse the
ranks of Islamist groups across the Greater Middle East.
Ever wonder why Islamic State always had its Western
beheading victims decked out in those orange jumpsuits?
Yeah, that’s what U.S.-held detainees at Guantanamo
wore. It was an illustrative symbol.
Certainly, Trump, the quintessential anti-intellectual,
who hardly worries about these second- and third-order effects, is uniquely, even flagrantly, obtuse. Yet,
in another sense, this president is in good company,
following an inherently American leadership pattern
of excusing our war crimes and meting out shockingly
soft punishments for the brutal transgressions of US
military men.
Which brings us back to the Philippines, an all but

INTERNATIONAL

NOVEMBER 24, 2019

Trump loves terrorism
!and war

forgotten war, that was once (before Afghanistan)
America’s longest. It was there that the US military
first experimented with waterboarding captives, there
that it imported Native American containment policies
and shuffled the populace into concentration camps,
there where roughly one-sixth (some 500,000) of the
civilian population died of war-related causes.
It was in the Philippines, in 1902, after a group of
villagers attacked an occupying US Army garrison at
Balangiga, on the island of Samar, killing 45, that Gen.
Jacob “Howling Wilderness” Smith earned his moniker.
Smith, who had taken part in the massacre of Lakota
Sioux at Wounded Knee, was appointed to end the resistance and “pacify” Samar. “Hell-roaring” Jake took
up the task with glee. He instructed a subordinate that
every native should be “treated as an enemy until he has
conclusively shown that he is a friend.” Furthermore,
he bellowed, “I want no prisoners. I wish you to kill
and burn, the more you kill and burn the better you will
please me. I want all persons killed that are capable
of bearing arms.” When the officer asked for an age
limit, Smith quickly replied, “Persons of 10 years and
older.” When the flabbergasted subordinate pressed
for clarification, the general reiterated his order.
Smith’s men burned and killed their way across the
island. None one knows exactly how many died. Problem
was, the press caught on and wrote critical stories about
Smith “the butcher.” Mark Twain published an essay
in response, flippantly suggesting that the American
flag be redesigned, “the white stripes painted black
and the stars replaced by the skull and crossbones.”
Gen. Adna Chaffee, the senior general in the Philippines, war Secretary Elihu Root, and even President
Teddy Roosevelt sensed trouble. Someone had to be
held accountable for the atrocities on Samar and across
the archipelago, and it sure wasn’t going to be them.
First, Root published the cases of 39 soldiers who had
supposedly been convicted of torturing or shooting
captives, but that too turned out to be a fiasco. A bit
of research showed that most had simply been fined
or verbally reprimanded for their horrendous crimes.
The Army, and the press, needed a scapegoat, and
thus Smith was put on trial. There he played the perfect villain. He brushed off his boss, Chaffee, who had
urged him to assert that he hadn’t meant his orders to
be taken literally. Old “Howling Jake” refused. Chaffee, fearful for the implication of his own command in
general war crimes, decided Smith’s conviction was a
foregone conclusion – and found guilty he was. But as
for punishment? It was remarkably mild. Root urged
a lenient sentence, because Smith had, after all, been
fighting “cruel and barbarous savages.” Roosevelt –
himself a blustering warmonger – concurred, and Smith
was merely admonished and retired with full benefits.
A media pariah, he remained a hero in the eyes of many
of the troops in the Philippines.
And that’s where it gets dangerous. The president,
secretary of war and the top general in the Philippines
had sent a message to everyone, from the lowliest private
to the most senior officers, that – in distant provinces, at least – atrocities could be committed with near
impunity. The press could cry foul and cause enough
of a stir to force investigations now and again, but it
couldn’t ensure that soldiers were really punished. The
message was received loud and clear.
Thus, four years later, when Gen. Leonard Wood
(namesake of an active base in Missouri) and my old
4th Cavalry Regiment bombarded and then stormed
the crest of the Bud Dajo volcano to root out Muslim
separatists (most armed only with knives) and their
families, and massacred more than a thousand men,
women and children, no one was even tried for war
crimes. Pershing, that favorite of Trump, was actually
horrified. Having surveyed the scene, he declared, “I
would not want to have that on my conscience for the
fame of Napoleon.” So much for the rough, tough pig’s
blood yarn from the 2016 campaign trail.
Which all begs the question of what exactly will come
of the current president’s disavowal of established military regulations and internationally codified rules of
war. It’s unlikely that American infantrymen will replay
the scale of a Samar or Bud Dajo-style massacre. Still,
18 years of military leadership have taught me that
indiscipline – and inhumanity – starts small: a slap
of a prisoner, posing for Facebook with war trophies,

executing just one captive until, well, entire units go
rogue.
In Vietnam not so long ago, unpunished rapes and
murders by the ones and twos led, logically, to the My
Lai massacre, another instance when the culprits faced
little punishment despite the murder of hundreds of
civilians (including babies). These days, though ground
combat may not produce another Bud Dajo or My Lai,
the power of unmanned (but human-piloted) drones to
kill with impunity again raises the stark consequence
of excusing wanton cruelty.
This week, Trump has done just that: undercut the
military justice system and endorsed American brutality.
The blood-soaked consequences are his, and, also, ours.
Trump Sides With War Criminals
But The Atlantic reported that Donald Trump has
exercised his authority to intervene in three cases
involving war crimes, on the side of the alleged war
criminals. He pardoned one serviceman who was convicted of heinous crimes, and another awaiting trial
for heinous crimes. He also reversed the demotion of
a Navy SEAL convicted of taking trophy pictures with
an enemy corpse. All were brought to justice by their
fellow servicemen and women; each prosecution relied on testimony from servicemen in the same units
who witnessed the war crimes and reported them to
military superiors.
This makes Trump the first commander in chief in
memory to pardon American servicemen for violent
crimes committed in uniform. The justification can be
found in a statement Trump made in 2016: “You have to
play the game the way they are playing the game.” That
is, the U.S. should operate the way terrorists operate.
Being no different from or better than our enemies
has not been the aspiration of previous presidents, nor
of our military. The United States has accrued numerous
advantages by being better, more principled, and more
trustworthy than its enemies. Among those advantages
are allies willing to have American bases on their territory and to participate in the wars we fight. Being a
principled and disciplined military that operates with
clear ethical norms also serves the crucial purpose of
helping veterans to reintegrate into civilian society
and make their individual peace with the violence they
have committed on America’s behalf.
Perhaps the president was seeking to shore up military support, or remind civilians of his popularity with
the military at a trying political moment. Except that
both the civilian and military leadership of the Department of Defense opposed the pardons. Secretary
of Defense Mark Esper, Secretary of the Army Ryan
McCarthy, and senior military leaders advised against
the pardons, worrying they would “damage the integrity
of the military judicial system, the ability of military
leaders to ensure good order and discipline, and the
confidence of U.S. allies and partners who host U.S.
troops.” The secretary of defense described “a robust
discussion” with the president, wanting to clearly convey
the department’s and his own personal disapproval of
the pardons.
That the military services were unhappy was made
clear by the crispness of the way they emphasized that
the president had the authority to take these actions
and they would comply. The Navy chief of information
tweeted: “We acknowledge the order and are implementing it.”
Perhaps, then, the president was aiming for the rankand-file military rather than leadership. He does have
significant support here; servicewomen and men have
been known to sport Trump’s distinctive MAGA hats. And
the commander in chief has previously challenged the
advice of DOD leaders by asserting that he understands
better than they what the military wants. Notably, he
told former Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis and H. R.
McMaster, the former national security adviser and
retired lieutenant general, that soldiers agreed with
his position that the U.S. should no longer be fighting
in Afghanistan.
CNN reported that military officials worried the
president would seek to foment rank-and-file support
for the pardons, to the detriment of military leaders.
Civilians, too, should worry about a commander in
chief who seeks to undermine the military chain of
command to instill in soldiers a more personal loyalty,
especially when the basis for that loyalty is free rein

to behave unethically and in violation of the Uniform
Code of Military Justice.
The president chose to pardon the three on the second
day of televised impeachment hearings in the House
of Representatives, where career diplomats have been
showcasing the integrity with which they carry out the
public trust. The day the pardons were issued was also
the day that one of the president’s closest campaign
aides, Roger Stone, was convicted on seven counts of
witness tampering and lying to Congress.
Perhaps the president was hoping the pardons would
distract attention from other news. Overruling the strong
preferences of the civilian and military leadership would
be a nontrivial price to pay for such a political benefit,
but Trump wouldn’t be the first president to use our
military to political advantage.
Or perhaps the president hoped the scent of pardons
in the air might affect the choices of those being called
to testify or who are facing charges for activities done
to advance the cause of Donald Trump.
In any case, the president has yet again willingly
used the military as a political tool to the detriment of
the military as an institution. Whatever political value
these pardons serve for the president, they are bad for
the American military and bad for its relationship with
broader civilian society.
Trump just issued multiple war crime pardons.
Also The Vox reported that In fulfillment of a controversial pledge he made earlier this year, President
Trump has intervened in three war crime cases on Friday, granting full pardons to a pair of Army officers
and restoring the rank of a Navy SEAL.
The unusual move puts Trump at odds with the judgment of the US military, an institution that he tends to
revere in his rhetoric and prioritize in budget proposals.
One of the pardoned Army officers is First Lt. Clint
Lorance, who has served six years of a 19 year sentence
rendered after he was convicted of second-degree murder and obstruction of justice after ordering soldiers to
shoot at unarmed men in Afghanistan — a command
which resulted in the death of two of the Afghani men.
The other pardoned Army officer is Maj. Matthew
Golsteyn, who had been awaiting trial after being accused
of an extrajudicial killing of a suspected bombmaker
in Afghanistan; in December 2018, he was charged
with premeditated murder.Finally, Trump reversed
the demotion of Navy SEAL Edward Gallagher, who
was convicted of posing with the corpse of an enemy
combatant in Iraq. In July Gallagher was acquitted of
murder and other charges.
The three military pardons aren’t the president’s
first. Earlier this year, Trump pardoned Michael Behenna, a former first lieutenant in the Army who was
in prison for killing an Iraqi during an interrogation,
marking the first pardon for a convicted murderer in
modern US history.
Presidents rarely intervene in the military justice
system, but it does happen on occasion. Before Trump,
President Barack Obama commuted the bulk of Chelsea
Manning’s prison sentence, after she was convicted for
leaking hundreds of thousands of documents published
by WikiLeaks exposing the key details of the US war
on terror.
But Trump has signaled a willingness to participate
in the military justice system that his processors have
lacked. Earlier this year, the president suggested that
soldiers are mistreated in the military justice system.
“Some of these soldiers are people that have fought
hard and long,” Trump said in May. “We teach them how
to be great fighters, and then when they fight sometimes
they get really treated very unfairly.”
There are signs Trump views siding with servicepeople regardless of what they’ve been accused of is a
politically savvy move that will be appreciated by his
base. For example, when Gallagher was acquitted of
murder this summer, Trump was quick to take credit,
tweeting “Glad I could help!” in an apparent reference
to his order for Gallagher be released from pre-trial
confinement. Trump’s role in the process was praised
by Fox News, which Gallagher said had been “with us
since day one.”
The Washington Post has reported that some senior
Pentagon officials tried to convince Trump to change
his mind on the pardons because they feared it would
undercut the power and reputation of the military justice
system. And they are not alone in their concern — many
military experts and former officials in the military seem
to agree that offering these three members of the military a pardon could cause lasting institutional damage.
Trump likes the military. But he doesn’t seem to
trust it.
National security analysts say that when Trump
decries the fairness of the military justice system and
interferes in or reverses its decision-making processes,
he does damage to the institution as a whole.
“Executive clemency like this introduces doubt into
the chain of command, and creates uncertainty about
accountability for breaches of military rules,” Phillip
Carter, a former Army officer and official in the Obama
administration, told the Washington Post.
Nora Bensahel, a visiting professor at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies who
focuses on US defense policy, told Vox earlier this year
that Trump’s intervention in cases where a trial (as is
the case with Golsteyn, whose trial was scheduled for
next year) haven’t even begun is particularly concerning.
“The president has the right to pardon whoever he
wants, but it is not always wise to do so,” Bensahel said.
“I find it very concerning that these pardons may be
given before trials are conducted to determine guilt
or innocence, before the military justice system goes
through its process.”
Military experts also point out that it sends a message
to troops and US partners that misconduct is acceptable.
“Absent evidence of innocence or injustice the
wholesale pardon of US service members accused of
war crimes signals our troops and allies that we don’t
take the Law of Armed Conflict seriously,” retired Gen.
Martin Dempsey, who served as President Barack Obama’s senior military adviser, tweeted in May around
the time that Trump raised the issue of forthcoming
pardons. “Bad message. Bad precedent. Abdication of
moral responsibility. Risk to us.”
But the White House obviously disagrees. In its
statement on the pardons, the executive branch said,
“For more than two hundred years, presidents have
used their authority to offer second chances to deserving individuals, including those in uniform who have
served our country.”
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Can the religious left take down
nuclear weapons?
By Sam Husseini

Pope Francis will travel to Hiroshima
and Nagasaki this weekend. On Sunday, he will give a public address at the
ground-zero site of the nuclear attack
on Nagasaki. He is expected to give the
clearest articulation yet of the Vatican’s
position, since 2017, that condemns the
“very possession” of nuclear weapons.
This is something Plowshares activists
have been arguing – and acting upon
– since 1980.
Prosecutor E. Greg Gilluly railed to the
jury as he held up a copy of Daniel Ellsberg’s book – The Doomsday Machine:
Confessions of a Nuclear War Planner:
It was evidence, but not “for the truth of
it.” Judge Lisa Godbey Wood of the US
District Court for the Southern District
of Georgia only grudgingly allowed the
book to be entered into evidence since the
seven activists, who could face decades in
prison, had left it at Kings Bay base which
houses the Trident submarine nuclear
weapons arsenal on the Atlantic coast.
In her testimony, Plowshares defendant Clare Grady of the Ithaca, New
York Catholic Worker community tried
to explain to the jury the motivation and
urgency of the group: US government
is using nuclear weapons daily as a gun
pointed at the head of the planet. But
even as she spoke, she had a series of legal
guns pointed at her own head. She and
her fellow defendants had been threatened with contempt if they disobeyed
Wood’s edict not to cite evidence or legal
arguments that might result in acquittal.
As law professor Francis Boyle warned
before the trial: “This is a kangaroo court
with a rubber stamp and a railroad all
put together.”
So, Grady and the six others – the
Kings Bay Plowshares 7 – pleaded with
the jury to look to their conscience. The
activists were following the biblical edict
to turn swords into plowshares, after all.
But the jury seemingly didn’t crack open
either Ellsberg’s book or their hearts,
deciding on guilty verdicts on all four
counts, including conspiracy, destruction
of property and depredation, against all
seven defendants in under two hours
late last month.
Defendant Elizabeth McAlister, the
79-year-old widow of Phil Berrigan from
Jonah House in Baltimore, who donated her own blood for the action said:
“The government has set up a religion
of nuclearism. It is terrifying and dead,
dead wrong. It is a form of idolatry in
this culture.”
If that seems like hyperbole, consider
that Wood allowed prosecution witnesses
to state – under oath – that they could
“neither confirm or deny” the existence
of nuclear warheads at the base. The
defense had objected to this – which had
been allowed in prior trials of Plowshares
activists – in pretrial motions, but as with
much else, the prosecution got away with
things without so much as an objection
being heard by the jury. Thus Wood effectively denied the central empirical
reality of the case, that Kings Bay houses
six Trident submarines each submarine
can carry 24 submarine-launched ballistic
missiles designated Trident D5. Each
of those missiles can carry up to eight
100-kiloton nuclear warheads – about
30 times the explosive force of the Hiroshima bomb. All the while, the defense
was effectively dismissed for acting on
their “subjective” beliefs.
After entering the base on April 4,
2018, exactly 50 years after Martin Luther
King, Jr. was assassinated, McAlister,
Steven Kelly, a Jesuit priest, and Carmen
Trotta of the New York Catholic Worker
went to “limited area.” Like a prophetic
expedition of Fivers out of Watership
Down that had seen the signs that others
couldn’t understand, they went down
Rabbit Run Road to the actual weapons.
Trotta testified of looking over the
bunkers. “Each one of them the equivalent
of a mass grave … and that’s an understatement.” But the meaning of “bunker,”
like much else, was likely obscure to the
jury. They may well have thought of defensive fallout shelters for people, not
casings for offensive nuclear weapons.
Indeed, at one point a the judge – while
the jury was out of the courtroom – read
a question from a juror who was puzzling
over whether there were actually nuclear
weapons at the base.
Mark Colville of the Amistad Catholic
Worker House in New Haven and Pat
O’Neill went to a monument to nuclear
weapons at the base. They wrote “Swords
into Plowshares” and “Idol” on the missiles. Colville tore down the backlit lettering of the command: “STRATEGIC

WEAPONS FACILITY ATLANTIC,” hung
banners such as “The Ultimate Logic of
Trident is Omnicide” and spilled blood
on the emblem of the command, representing both their religious beliefs and
the blood of the victims of US foreign
policy – in sacramental language, “making
the invisible visible.”
O’Neill took a hammer to missile
replicas while wearing a head mounted
camera to actually document his “crime.”
So the jury saw eerie footage of his shadow
swinging a hammer upon upon a replica
of a Trident missile. As the shadow of
the hammer approaches the surface of
the missile, the actual hammer becomes
visible and strikes the missile.
One of the guilty charges was “depredation” defined by Wood as “rob, plunger
or lay waste” but obviously the activists
were not stealing and a case could be
made that they made the items of greater
value – even artistic value. As even prosecution acknowledged at one point, they
“transformed” what they saw.
Grady and Martha Hennessy went
to the administrative building, spray
painted “May Love Disarm Us All” on
the sidewalk, posted an indictment of the
base and left the Ellsberg book. Indeed,
the book was the one item the prosecution didn’t place into evidence. Special
Officer Kenney, a juiced up contemporary
Officer Obie from “Alice’s Restaurant”
produced photo after photo of Kind bar
wrappers, spray paint cans, as well as the
the actual fence the activists cut through
to get into the base. The purpose of his
prolonged testimony was ostensibly to
“prove” that the activists did what they
openly declared they did, but the actual
effect allowed the prosecution to continually depict the defendants as vandals
and to portray the government as the
source of “facts.”
The government produced “witnesses” – security people who dealt with the
activists – but never the first ones who
came across them; i.e., it’s quite likely
that the government produced people at
trial based on their willingness to portray
the activists in the most negative light.
Grady at one point cross examined Kenney, who had claimed the activists had
put “caution” tape – compelling him to
concede that they in fact clearly had put
“crime scene” tape.
At 10:10 p.m. on the Friday before the
trial began the following Monday, Wood
ruled against virtually all affirmative
defenses, writing that the international law defense that Boyle had enabled
in past cases at the state level would
not be allowed. Wood wrote: “whether
nuclear weapons are *actually illegal
under international or domestic law…
is not relevant or an appropriate issue
to litigate in this case.” Thus, the court
adopted the relativism of the government
while posing as a neutral upholder of
“truth” and “law.”
In his closing arguments Gilluly demanded the jury render a verdict based on
US law, “not some other law that someone else wants to believe in.” But part
of the point of Boyle’s argument is that
international law is part of US domestic law.With expert testimony excluded,
the court room became the domain of
an authoritarianism without authority.
Wood repeatedly warned the jury of
fliers they might receive from the scores
of supporters for the activists assembled,
allegedly since what is written on the
flyer might “not be true.” “Anyone can
write anything on a flier” said Wood,
thus pretending that her criteria for
evidence being admitted was based on
search for fact rather than upon government interest.
Wood’s statements that the burden
of proof was on the government and the
defense “need not present evidence” – a
phrase that typically helps the defense
– took an extremely ironic, insidious
meaning since she was actively preventing the defense from introducing entire
bodies of evidence.
And while the activists were deemed
guilty of “conspiracy” – there was ample
evidence that the actual conspiracy at play
was between the judge and prosecution.
Time and again, Wood sustained all but
the most laughable of the prosecutions
objections, and at times seemed to be
doing their thinking for them. Over and
over, some movement by the activists
was cut off, a sidebar was called and the
line of questioning was dropped.
Another defense rendered mute by
Wood was that of necessity or justification
as Ellsberg had filed an affidavit with the
court arguing that the defendants were
justified in their actions because they are
attempting to prevent “omnicide, the

collateral murder of nearly every human
on earth in a war in which the nuclear
missiles aboard Trident submarines were
launched.” Ellsberg in his declaration
also highlighted the history of civil disobedience, echoing testimony by Howard
Zinn in a prior plowshares case.
But without an outside party to make
the case, it was raised by the defendants
themselves – though they spoke of “civil
resistance,” not “disobedience,” since
they assert they are upholding the law.
Prosecutor Karl Knoche derided Grady:
“You get to decide to run red lights,”
accusing her of being a “bully” – while
he was attempting convict her for crimes
that could send her to prison for the next
20 years.
But Colville would later talk about
how he ran every single red light when
he drove his wife to the hospital to give
birth. And Grady later cited a statement
from Martin Luther King: “when a fire is
raging, the fire truck goes right through
that red light, and normal traffic had
better get out of its way.” Effectively a
necessity defense was articulated to a
degree, since the prosecution had opened
the door to it, but it was not sufficiently
fleshed out.
There was insufficient challenge to the
prosecution “run red light” soundbite to
the effect that it’s the government that’s
running every red light on the planet by
careening its massive nuclear weapons
arsenal. Not just the illegality, but the
reality, destructive power and threatening
first strike capacities of Trident were not
allowed. The fears of the defendants may
as well have been like a child afraid of the
monsters in the dark. Ironically, much
of the thus far paltry media coverage of
the trial, even that which is seemingly
sympathetic to the activists, similarly
avoided legal defenses and articulating
the threat of Trident.
The extreme threat of Trident was
made especially clear years ago by the
whistleblower Robert Aldridge, a former
a missile designer for Lockheed, who
went public, highlighting that it even
violated prevailing international political
theory of Mutual Assured Destruction
(MAD), which dictated that both the US
and the USSR were safe from nuclear
war because they would both be assured
of annihilation. Trident, because of its
ability to go to the shores of Russia and
because of its accuracy would effectively
force the USSR/Russia to be on a hair
trigger alert to avoid having their command and control being obliterated.
This is a process the US is accelerating.
Indeed, there’s a deep seated connection between such direct action such as the
Plowshares actions and whistleblowers.
The Plowshares activists are effectively
highlighting secrets in plain sight. The
extraordinary threat that nuclear weapons
pose is continuously averted. Ellsberg in
his affidavit for the Kings Bay Plowshares
7 notes that he himself was inspired to
expose the Pentagon Papers because of
religiously inspired direct actions against
draft boards, writing “I am a link in Frank
Kroncke’s causal chain.”
Hennessy’s testimony initially seemed
a high point for the defense. To the palpable relief of supporters of the defendants
filling the pews, the defense was finally
able to able to speak meaningfully about
their religious motivations. Hennessy
talked about her grandmother, Dorothy
Day, the founder of the Catholic Worker
movement, how she is up for sainthood
and their work with the poor. She spoke
about how she gave her a book on the
Hiroshima bombing as a child, how she
opposed nuclear weapons and more.
But any empirical connection to nuclear weapons was not allowed. Thus,
Hennessy was not even allowed to speak
about how she worked with victims of
atomic bombing as an occupational

therapist.
Then the prosecution asked Hennessy
if in prior Plowshares actions, others had
been prosecuted. She simply answered
“yes” and her attorney didn’t follow up to
remedy the situation. In fact, Art Laffin,
editor of the two-volume work Swords
into Plowshares, who spoke to supporters
at a nearby church one night after their
common dinners noted of the more than
100 actions since 1980, there have been
“several Plowshares actions where people
were not charged with a felony; Aegis
Plowshares in 1991 in Maine; Riverside
Plowshares in 2004 in NYC and Crane
Plowshares in 2011 in Kansas City, MO.”
That serious problem for the defense
from Hennessy’s testimony would then
be compounded.
O’Neill, a jovial father of six from
North Carolina was especially effective in attempting to overcome any anti-Catholic prejudices the jury may have
had, referring to himself as a “Christian”
while the others had repeatedly branded
themselves “Catholics”. While the centuries-long debate of “faith vs. works”
seemed a subtext in the trial, O’Neill
engaging talked about “one Bible”.
However, his free spirited style under
cross examination had him blurt out: “if
you do the crime, you do the time.” He
would later attempt to walk that back,
but the prosecution predictably went to
town on the statement, quoting it twice
in their closing arguments.By managing
to invoke their sincere religious beliefs,
the defense succeeded in ensuring that
the case was not just about bolt cutters

– but those beliefs were ultimately amorphous. And an actual defense based on
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act
– the first attempt in this kind of case –
was prohibited by Wood because of an
alleged compelling government interest.
Before the trial began, Wood also claimed
that the government had used the least
restrictive means to stop the activists.
“Religious liberty” has been seemingly monopolized by the right, see a
recent report from the The Law, Rights,
and Religion Project at Columbia Law
School. Wood’s decisions ensured that
Fordam University theologian Jeannine
Hill Fletcher would not be heard by the
jury, so her speaking of “Seven Catholic
prophets felt compelled to wake us up to
the threat of nuclear destruction” was
only heard outside the courthouse.
In the courtroom, the Jesus who drove
the money changers from the Temple
was referred to, but was rarely seen.
Indeed, even when he was referenced,
the prosecution would object and Wood
would quickly sustain. Having been thus
bludgeoned, the defendants embodied
an ethos of speaking well of those who
prosecute you.
There was a stark lack of anger expressed on the part of the defense that
the prosecution perversely filled at the
end. The prosecutor acted outraged that
the activists would cause such damage
to the military base, so that paint had to
be removed and some fencing replaced.
Of course, the defendants were in a
bind. If they denounced the proceedings
or in any way seemed to polarize with
Wood, or even the prosecutors, they likely
feared a harsher sentence. Not just for
each of them alone, but for each other.
What they likely faced was a strange sort
of prisoners dilemma.
Nor were they totally alone in this. At
any time, the hundred or so supporters
seated in the pews in the courtroom could
have stood up and told the jury that the
judge was preventing them from hearing about international law and various
other defenses. That would likely have
simply caused a mistrial and possibly a
banning of family and other supporters
from the courtroom.
After the lengthy verdict was read,
there was not a sound in the packed
courtroom, but as the community of
supporters from around the country went
to the hallway, women wailed and then
the supporters all sang: “Rejoice in the
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Lord always; And again I say, rejoice!”
The soft spoken public interest lawyer
Bill Quigley – who represents Liz McAlister – asked in his closing remarks if
the activists committed a crime or prevented one. Outside the courthouse that
an “appeal is almost certain”
Sentencing by Wood is expected
shortly after Christmas. Fr. Kelly, the
only defendant still in jail looked as
though his incarceration had taken a
genuine toll on him. He sat in his prison
clothes, but often wore someone else’s
jacket for warmth in the cold courtroom.
He never stood for either the judge or
jury, but did hop up when identified
as having done the action. Instead of
speaking to the court, he wrote to the
200 or so supporters at a “Festival of
Hope” that was organized just before
the trial started:
“We engage the judiciary in the
courtroom, one of the more dangerous
rooms in the Pentagon. The judiciary
at the District, Appellate Circuit and
Supreme level have precluded truth
telling in the courtroom so that in the
words of Daniel Berrigan, a nuclear
holocaust will be legal. … You are the
hope you have arrived to find.”
Indeed, the supporters who came
for the trial all made it something of
an all-volunteer barn-raising. They
consisted largely of Catholic Workers
from around the country, filling the
courtroom as well as an overflow room
with a video feed. Other supporters,
including Buddhists with drums, where
usually outside the courthouse, some
with signs. Chrissy Nesbitt of the Rose
of Sharon Catholic Worker, still grieving the death of her wife, came from
North Durham, North Carolina and
helped organize the line of supporters
outside the courthouse and tried to get
the hang of doing courtroom sketches.
Sarah Cool, who currently lives in Atlanta and helps organized continuing
protests outside the Trident base, did
much of the work to provide food for the
assembled at a nearby church during
the week of the trial.
Still, a mass attended by many of the
activists the Sunday before trial made
no reference to them. A Presbyterian
minister, Eric Johnson from North
Carolina, who has been supportive
of the activists said that many of his
fellow clergy “are paying the rent and
losing the Kingdom.”

INVITATION OF ONE STEP INTERNATIONAL TENDER

Agricultural Support Services Company

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT
55/98/20703
24/11/2019

Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture

AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT SERVICES COMPANY
Agricultural Support Services Company, hereinafter will be referred as ASSC, a subsidiary of the Ministry
of Agricultural Jihad of I.R. of Iran, is considering the purchase of 3×30000±5% MTS of Granular Triple
Super Phosphate (GTSP) in bulk through one step international tender.
All of the qualified and interested companies are invited to receive tender documents from Sunday dated
24/11/2019 until Monday dated 02/12/2019 (7 working days) from our purchasing committee (located at
the 9th floor, no. 1, fourth alley, Gandhi st., Tehran, Iran).
The bidders are requested to submit their letters of introduction, along with remittance bill of I.Rials
1,200,000 to ASSC’s account no. 4001039704005791with SHEBA no. IR250100004001039704005791 at
the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran through payment order of SATNA or PAYA with the 30
character identification code of 358039782263500650000000000006.
The bidders are required to submit their sealed and stamped envelopes containing offers latest on
Monday dated 06/01/2020 (during official working hours) to our security office, located on the 8th
floor. Meanwhile the meeting for the opening of the envelops will be on Tuesday dated 07/01/2020 at
2:00 PM with the presence of bidders’ representatives in our purchasing committee (9th floor, no. 1,
fourth alley, Gandhi St., Tehran, Iran).
The bid bond value should be € 255220 or in equal value of that in any other foreign currencies, except US
dollars, based on exchange rate of CBI on 07/10/ 2019 for each lot of 30000 MT ± 5% in bank guarantee.

– The bidders are permitted to submit the bid bond in Iranian Rial. Therefore, the value of bid bond for
each lot of 30000 MT ± 5% will be IR 11,770,000,000, which must be only submitted by the bidders.
- After approval of ASSC ‘s Financial Manager, the bidders are permitted to use their previous and definite
outstanding claims as bid bond.

For more information, you may refer to our website www.assc.ir, and
http://iets.mporg.ir or contact us by phone no. 00982188776325.
PR & Intel Affairs Dept. of Agricultural Support
Services Company (ASSC)
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Apt in Farmanieh
brand new, 6th floor, 266 sq.m
3 Bdrs., spj, storage, parking
$4500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Shahrak Qarb
5th floor, 220 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
fully furn, elevator, parking
Price: negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Zafaraniyeh
almost new, 50 sq.m, fully furn
spj, outdoor swimming pool
green yard, $1200
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Kamranieh
almost new, 1th floor, 192 sq.m
3 Bdrs., unfurn, spj, parking
$2600
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Jordan
4th floor, 90 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
furn, balcony, parking, $1000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Fereshteh
16th floor, 320 sq.m, 4 Bdrs.
unfurn, spj, elevator, parking
$5500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Elahieh
2th floor, 200 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
furn swimming pool, sauna
elevator, lobby, lobby man
green view, parking, $3500
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

NOVEMBER 24, 2019

Triplex Villa in Zafaranieh
450 sq.m land, 800 sq.m built up
14 Bdrs., unfurn, balcony elevator,
renovated
storage, parking
$5000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Whole Building in Jamshidieh
brand new, 1600 sq.m land
8 units 508 sq.m with 4 Bdrs.
2 duplex unit 330 sq.m
unfurn, spj, 42 parking spots
Price: negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in Tajrish
2 floors, each floor 270 sq.m
3 Bdrs., 70 sq.m suite, unfurn
terrace, outdoor swimming pool
completely renovated, parking
$4000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building in Pasdaran
600 sq.m land, 5 floors, 5 units
each units 300 sq.m, roof top
30 parking spots, $27000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Triplex Villa in Jordan
1380 sq.m land, 2000 sq.m built
up, furn, outdoor swimming pool,
yard, parking, 4-side entrances
Price: Negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
From Oxford Cert Universal

Triplex Villa in Zafaranieh
1700 sq.m land, 600 sq.m
built up, 10 Bdrs., furn / unfurn
outdoor swimming pool
2-side entrances
$13000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole Building in Zafar
brand new, 6 floors, 6 apts
sq.m administrative office 1400
,license, 400 sq.m commercial flat
elevator, 16 parking spots
$20000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

REAL ESTATE
LOOKING FOR RENTAL PROPERTY?

Call: 22041212 – 09121081212

Visit: WWW.FIRSTCHOICECO.COM
E-mail: property@firstchoiceco.com

Since 1987 مسکن انتخاب اول – غنی زاده

TEHRAN TIMES

Iran’s Leading
International Daily
Advertising Dept

Tel:
times1979@gmail.com

+9821 430 51 450
www.tehrantimes.com

Whole Building in Mirdamad
administrative office license
4 floors, 2400 sq.m totally
terrace, elevator
32 parking spots
Price: negotiable
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Whole Building in Fereshteh
2 floors, 200 sq.m & 140 sq.m
unfurn, yard, renovated, parking
Price: negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in Darband
duplex, 2000 sq.m land
400 sq.m built up, 4 Bdrs. unfurn,
outdoor swimming
3 balconies, green garden
completely renovated
4 parking spots
Price: negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Advertising Dept:

Office in North Shariati
administrative office license
4th floor, 300 sq.m, parking
$4500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

021 - 430 51 450

Apt in Elahieh
8th floor,45 sq.m, 3 1drs
furn, spj, nice view, parking
$800
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Fereshteh
10th floor, 250 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
semi furn, elevator, parking
$1500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Tavanir
120 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., furn equipped
kitchen, parking
$900
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Qeytarieh
3th floor, 150 sq.m, 2 Bdrs. furn,
equipped kitchen parking, near
Qeytarieh park
$1400
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Jordan
2th floor, 100 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
furn, equipped kitchen
elevator, parking, $1300
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Shariati - Mirdamad
110 sq.m, 2 Bdrs., furn
storage, parking, $700
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Duplex Villa in Zafaranieh
560 sq.m, 4 Bdrs., unfurn
swimming pool, Jacuzzi
storage, parking, $6000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Modern Stadium of
Martyrs of Khuzestan
Football Club (KSC)
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S C I E N C E

Hubble catches gamma-ray burst
with highest energy yet-recorded
By Brooks Hays
With the help of the Hubble Space Telescope,
scientists have characterized the gammaray burst GRB 190114C, which featured the
highest energy ever recorded.
The record-setting gamma-ray burst
was first spotted in January by several
telescopes, including NASA’s Swift and
Fermi telescopes. Shortly after its discovery,
several other powerful telescopes, including
space-based observatories like Hubble,
set out to image the powerful object in
greater detail.
Earlier observations suggest material
ejected during the gamma-ray burst
explosion reached speeds of 99.999 percent
the speed of light. As this material passed
through gas surrounding the collapsing star,
a shock wave was produced. The shock wave
triggers the burst of gamma rays measured
by observatories on Earth.
The newest Hubble images -- described
this week in the journal Nature -- are helping
scientists begin to figure out exactly how
the collapsing cores of dying massive stars
produce such high energy gamma rays.
“Hubble’s observations suggest that this
particular burst was sitting in a very dense

environment, right in the middle of a bright
galaxy 5 billion light years away,” study
author Andrew Levan, a scientist with the
Institute for Mathematics, Astrophysics

and Particle Physics Department of
Astrophysics at Radboud University in
the Netherlands, said in a news release.
“This is really unusual, and suggests that

might be why it produced this exceptionally
powerful light.”
Levan and his colleagues were able
to compliment Hubble’s observations
with those of the European Southern
Observatory’s Very Large Telescope and
the Atacama Large Milimeter/submilimeter
Array, or ALMA.
Together, the observations of the
powerful observatories helped scientists
confirm that the gamma-ray burst was
located within an especially dense region
of space -- within the so-called nuclear
region of a massive galaxy. Most gamma-ray
bursts are found in more sparsely populated
regions of space, and scientists suspect the
unusual positioning of GRB 190114C may
have facilitated its record-setting energies.
“Scientists have been trying to observe
very-high-energy emission from gammaray bursts for a long time,” study lead
study author Antonio de Ugarte Postigo
of the Spain’s Institute of Astrophysics
of Andalusia. “This new observation is a
vital step forward in our understanding
of gamma-ray bursts, their immediate
surroundings, and just how matter behaves
when it is moving at 99.999 percent of the
speed of light.”

Scientists find three black holes merging into each other
in strange, nearby galaxy
Scientists have spotted a full three black holes swirling in
a strange nearby galaxy.
Astronomers had long thought that the smashed up set
of stars known as NGC 6240 formed when two galaxies
crashed into each other, with the collision creating two black
holes. But in fact there are three, scientists have found, each
of which are merging at the same time.
The discovery helps shed light on the formation of the
universe’s biggest galaxies and changes our understanding
of the phenomenon. It is an unprecedented view, marking
the first time that three supermassive black holes have been
spotted so close to each other anywhere in the universe.
Massive galaxies like our own Milky Way are usually host
to not only hundreds of billions of stars, but also a black hole
that can have a mass equivalent to many hundreds of millions
of our Sun. Our own galaxy has its own supermassive black
hole, which remains mysterious to scientists.
The galaxy known as NGC 6240 – which is relatively near
to us, just 300 million light years away – is not like that. It is
known as an “irregular galaxy” because of its strange shape,
which makes it look spread out and smashed.
Until now, researchers have thought that shape was the
consequence of its strange birth, which they thought was
the result of two smaller galaxies colliding with each other
and leaving two black holes in the middle. Those black holes

are sliding into each other at a pace of several hundreds of
kilometers per second.
Researchers thought they knew a lot about the relatively
nearby galaxy because they have been able to look at it
in such detail, and were so well known they had become
a very important object of study for our understanding
of the formation and structure of galaxies. So they were
surprised to find the two black holes in the middle were
actually three.
“Through our observations with extremely high spatial

Australian radio telescope spots dead
stars in Milky Way’s center

With the help of Murchison Widefield
Array, a powerful radio telescope located in
Western Australia’s Outback, astronomers
have found the remains of exploded stars
in the center of the Milky Way.
The supernova remnants were discovered
among images captured by the Galactic
and Extragalactic All-sky MWA survey, or
GLEAM survey, an effort to map the sky and
frequencies between 72 and 231 MHz.
“It’s the power of this wide frequency
range that makes it possible for us to
disentangle different overlapping objects
as we look toward the complexity of the
galactic center,” Natasha Hurley-Walker,
an astrophysicist with the International
Center for Radio Astronomy Research, said
in a news release. “Essentially, different
objects have different ‹radio colors,’ so we
can use them to work out what kind of
physics is at play.”
The supernova remnants identified by
Walker and her colleagues represent what
were once a population of massive stars, all
of them at least eight times more massive
than the sun.
Supernova remnants that are very far away
or located in sparsely populated regions of
space are difficult to see, but the Murchison
Widefield Array is powerful enough to locate
the distant and faint phenomena.
The survey revealed one supernova
remnant all by its lonesome, younger,
fainter and more isolate than the rest.

“It’s the remains of a star that died
less than 9,000 years ago, meaning
the explosion could have been visible
to Indigenous people across Australia
at that time,” Hurley-Walker said.
Some Aboriginal traditions in Australia
feature stories about bright new stars
appearing in the night sky, but there are
no known stories about these particular
supernovas.
“However, now that we know when
and where this supernova appeared in the
sky, we can collaborate with Indigenous
elders to see if any of their traditions
describe this cosmic event. If any exist, it
would be extremely exciting,” said Duane
Hamacher, an associate professor at the
University of Melbourne and an expert
in cultural astronomy.
Scientists often ignore seemingly empty
regions of space, assuming there is little
to be found there. But the latest findings
— detailed Wednesday in the Publications
of the Astronomical Society of Australia —
including several large supernova remnants
many millions of light-years from other
massive stars, suggests there may be
interesting objects hiding in seemingly
barren regions of the Milky Way.
In addition to finding a handful of young,
faint and lonely supernova remnants,
scientists also identified the remains of
truly ancient stars.
(Source: UPI)

resolution we were able to show that the interacting galaxy
system NGC 6240 hosts not two - as previously assumed
- but three supermassive black holes in its center,” said
Wolfram Kollatschny from the University of Göttingen, the
lead author of the study.
What’s more, the three are closer together than ever seen
before. They are squashed together in a region that measures
less than 3,000 lightyears across, which represents less than
one per cent of the total size of the galaxy.
“Up until now, such a concentration of three supermassive
black holes had never been discovered in the universe,” said
Dr. Peter Weilbacher of the Leibniz Institute for Astrophysics
Potsdam (AIP). “The present case provides evidence of a
simultaneous merging process of three galaxies along with
their central black holes.”
The discovery could help change our understanding of
how galaxies form. Until now, we have not been able to
explain how the biggest galaxies formed over the roughly
14 billion years the universe has been around.
“If, however, simultaneous merging processes of several galaxies took place, then the largest galaxies with their
central supermassive black holes were able to evolve much
faster,” said Peter Weilbacher. “Our observations provide
the first indication of this scenario.”
(Source: The Independent)

Could space tourism doom
the climate?

By Dan Satherley
Space travel is predicted to be the next
frontier for the wealthy tourist dollar, but
there are fears it could also be devastating
for the planet.
A single trip aboard a SpaceX Falcon
rocket has about the same carbon footprint
as flying across the Atlantic 395 times,
according to analysis by travel website
Champion Traveler. That’s equivalent
to the average output of 73 cars over an
entire year.
“These emissions represent a tiny
fraction of the human race’s yearly CO2
output,” the site said in a recent post.
“But... 1000s of rockets per month
carrying scientific or governmental
payloads as well as a steady stream of
space tourists - the environmental impact
will be much greater.”
At the moment, SpaceX - run by
eccentric tech guru Elon Musk - sends
a couple of dozen flights to space a year,
but plans to ramp that up dramatically.
And SpaceX isn’t the only company
hoping to cash in on space tourism, with
Richard Branson’s Virgin Galactic and
Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin at various stages
of development.
“This reporting is not meant as a naysay on rocket launches or space travel in
general,” Champion Traveler said.
“But as rocket launches become more

common and space tourism accelerates...
companies such as SpaceX will need to
consider the environmental impact of
their launches at scale.”
Musk has predicted it would take 1000
rockets to transport enough crew and cargo
to set up a viable colony on Mars.
The aviation industry presently dumps
about 900 million tons of carbon dioxide
into the atmosphere every year. Each liter
of gasoline burned produces about 2.3kg
of carbon dioxide - each atom of carbon
in the fuel combining with two oxygen
atoms from the atmosphere (hence the
scientific notation CO2).
New York-based environmental news
site Treehugger pointed out 395 is the
capacity of a Boeing 777-300, so really a
single Falcon launch was only about as
environmentally damaging as a single
flight across the Atlantic, if the plane
is full - “and they do this hundreds of
times a day”.
“The people who can afford these flights
will all be billionaires... it is a lot more
important to worry about the impact of
[their] stupid private jets than it is to worry
about rockets,” wrote Lloyd Alter.
A study earlier this year found contrails the watery trails left behind by planes in the
cool upper atmosphere - are actually worse
for the climate than carbon emissions,
trapping in more heat than they reflect
back into space.
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Telescope faces interference
from space-bound satellites
A flagship observatory that will map the heavens in
spectacular detail and search the skies for asteroids on
a collision course with Earth faces serious disruption from
a new wave of satellites bound for space, the Guardian
has learned.
Astronomers on the Large Synoptic Survey Telescope,
a state-of-the-art observatory due to open in Chile
next year, have discovered that its views of the night
sky will be marred by thousands of highly reflective
communications satellites being launched by SpaceX,
Amazon and other firms.

Researchers on the LSST ran simulations to assess how
the telescope would be affected by proposed launches over
a decade of planned observations. They found that in some
scenarios, almost every image the telescope takes will be
spoiled by at least one bright streak produced by satellites
passing overhead.
The scientists modelled the impact of companies launching
50,000 internet satellites into low Earth orbits over the next
decade, in line with stated aims. The greatest disruption
was to twilight observations, which are crucial for some
areas of astronomy, and useful for spotting Earth-bound
asteroids coming from the direction of the sun.
“Astronomical twilight is really, really dark, but about
90% of all our exposures with LSST will have a bright
saturated trail across them,” said Tony Tyson, a professor
of physics at the University of California, Davis, and chief
scientist on the LSST. “At midnight in the summer, about
25% will have a trail, according to our simulation. That’s
a huge hit on LSST observing.”
The disruption will affect the telescope’s efforts to study
the 96% of the observable universe that remains a mystery
to scientists, notably the dark energy said to be driving the
expansion of the universe, and the dark matter that lurks
unseen around galaxies.
“It’s a hardship for astronomy. The community is
looking forward to this new view of the universe and it’s
compromised,” Tyson added. The search for potentially
civilization-ending asteroids will also be disrupted.
Astronomers have been racing to understand the impact
of future satellite launches since May when Elon Musk’s
SpaceX sent up the first 60 of what is expected to become
a 12,000-strong internet satellite constellation.
That first batch of satellites caused immediate alarm by
creating highly visible trains of bright lights in the night
sky. But while the satellites become too faint for the naked
eye once they are moved up to their operating altitude,
they can still be seen by telescopes.
This week, astronomers on the Cerro Tololo InterAmerican Observatory in Chile, had their viewing disrupted
by 19 Starlink satellites, part of a batch launched earlier
this month. Clarae Martínez-Vázquez, an astronomer,
tweeted: “Rather depressing … This is not cool.”
Tyson’s calculations suggest the LSST will be more
seriously affected than any other ground-based telescope.
It is particularly vulnerable because it observes the entire
sky multiple times each week. On a single night, it will take
1,000 exposures, each covering a square as wide as 40
moons in the sky. In all, the astronomers will make 30tn
observations of 40bn objects. Construction and operation
costs for the decade stand at $1.3bn.
“It’s designed to scan the sky as rapidly and as deeply
as physically possible and that’s exactly the prescription
for running into these things,” Tyson said. To the 12,000
satellites already planned, SpaceX may add a further 30,000.
Other companies, such as Amazon, OneWeb and Samsung,
are interested in launching their own constellations.
A months-long effort to remove the streaks by processing
the images has so far failed. And while it is possible to
reschedule the telescope’s observations to dodge small
numbers of satellites, it cannot avoid 50,000. “It turns
into a wild goose chase. It turns out to be even worse than
not doing anything because you end up losing telescope
time in a major way,” Tyson said.
“There needs to be some kind of international regulation.
It’s going to take a long time for that to occur, and I suspect
it will eventually, but at the moment I think it’s the court
of public opinion that matters more,” he added.
SpaceX is working with the astronomers to mitigate
the damage and is taking steps to make the bottoms of its
future satellites black so they reflect less sunlight. The firm
said it would also adjust the orbits of its satellites to avoid
disrupting extremely sensitive space science observations.
“The LSST is clearly the project people are most worried
about. It’s the biggest, fastest, meanest survey telescope
coming down the line and the most sensitive to very
bright satellites,” said Patrick Seitzer, an astronomer at
the University of Michigan who has run detailed analyses
on the Starlink satellites.
“We are certainly encouraging companies to design their
satellites so that the Earth-facing surfaces are as faint as
possible, but there are limits to what you can do. If you
paint them black, they absorb sunlight and they get hot
and that damages the electronics.
“There’s a balance to be struck. We don’t want to stand
in the way of progress in bringing low-cost internet to the
entire world, particularly places that don’t have it. There
are real social benefits to building these constellations.
But the tradeoff is they will change the appearance of the
night sky.”
(Source: The Guardian)
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HERITAGE & TOURISM

Ardakan hosts horse
beauty festival
T O U R I S M TEHRAN — The 28th edition of Iranian

d
e
s
k Purebred Horse Beauty Festival was held in
Ardakan, central Yazd province, with the participation of 218
horses from across the country.

Breeders from all over the country showed off their horses in the three-day festival, which opened to the public on
Thursday, Mehr reported.
This festival was organized under the supervision of World
Equestrian Organization (WEO) in Group “A” where the jury
selected the most beautiful Iranian horses.
Embracing some half of purebred Arab horses, Yazd is
considered as the main hub of raising this sepsis of the horse,
the report said.
The Turkmen horse is usually bred across the northern Golestan province. It is noted for endurance, bravery, smartness, and
slender body. Many locals believe that breeding of such horses
is actually one of the toughest jobs in the world.

Frontier Airlines apologizes
for technical glitch warning
of flight change
Frontier Airlines has apologized for an inconvenient technical
glitch that led to some frightening emails for customers late
Thursday night.

The error read “There has been a change to your upcoming
flight” and encouraged recipients to call the airline’s rebooking
hotline to speak with an agent about “re-accommodation options,”
USA Today reported.
Many customers dialed the line, which was so busy some were
put on hold or simply directed to voicemail.
The ultra-low-cost airline acknowledged the issue in a tweet
late Thursday, confirming that the email was an error.
“This evening, a technical problem generated an email to some
customers stating their upcoming flight was canceled. This email
was sent in error. We sincerely apologize. You may confirm the
details of your trip by entering your confirmation number on
our website,” Frontier tweeted late Thursday.
(Source: MSN)

ROUND THE GLOBE

Get the most out of a visit to Iran

T O U R I S M TEHRAN — It’s nice
d
e
s
k to visit must-see attractions, as much as you can, while traversing
a country. When people start planning their
travels to Iran, they mostly think of big cities
such as Tehran, Isfahan, Yazd, and Shiraz
or ancient sights such as Persepolis or Jame
Mosque of Isfahan.
To get the most out of your time, do not
be limited to such cities or sights, sure there
are always much more to see and enjoy. In
what follows, Eavar Travel offers a shortlist
of some spectacular valleys you should not
miss while in Iran.
Stars Valley, Qeshm Island
Stars Valley or Valley of Stars is located
in Qeshm Island and it is definitely on your
“MUST SEE” list in Qeshm Island. Created
as the result of the erosion of soil and stones
by wind and rain, the two-million-year-old
Stars Valley is located on the west of the village of Berkeh Khalaf, 5 kilometers from the
southern coast of the Qeshm Island.
Locals believe that a star once fell on
this area thereby creating the rocky shapes
that make it seem as if from another planet.
In fact, it is the result of years of erosion
by heavy precipitation. The valley is composed of marl and sandstone, and the rock
formations vary from tall pillars, creating
canyon-like paths, to hollowed-out spaces
and smooth, round stones.
If you are planning to travel to Iran, you
can visit this beautiful village through our
Persian Gulf Gateway tour.
Rainbow Valley, Hormuz Island
The entire of Hormuz Island is made of
Rainbow Mountains and you can freely walk
through most of the middle of it. But this
spot is a good place to stop and check out all
the colors. In close vicinity of Silence Valley,
lies the mesmerizing valley of more than 70
shades of minerals, rendering the valley a
perfect subject of Geology studies.
Rainbow Valley is a geologist’s dream
and an inspiration for artists and nature
enthusiasts. Imagine a narrow valley with
multi-hued earth and sand and colorful mountains in shades of red, purple, yellow, ochre
and blue – the result of the uneven cooling
of molten rock. On all sides, patches of color
form geometric patterns. This awesomely
photogenic natural site is at its best in the
late afternoon.
Rageh Canyon, Kerman province
Geopark of Rageh Canyon which is a
natural attraction of Kerman is formed due
to the phenomenon of erosion in the plain
of Rafsanjan. The length of the valley is
about 20 kilometers and the depth of the
valley is 70 meters.
The opening of the valley is about 180
meters and in some places, it is less than
three meters. The contrast between the flat
plain and the canyon, the forms, and volumes
created by the erosion of the valley have been
monopolized. In some places among columns
and wall peak jags there are interesting and
various spatial shapes, moreover it can be
seen narrow and wide passages alongside the
river and valley walls, in addition to small or
big holes and cuts which some of them are
natural and some are manmade long ago.
Eagle, partridge bird and gazelle are some

It survived natural disasters of floods, volcanic eruptions
and other serious tremors until 1773 when the Santa Marta
earthquakes destroyed much of the town.
At this point, authorities ordered the relocation of the
capital to a safer location region, which became Guatemala
City, the county’s modern capital.
Antigua Guatemala was the cultural, economic, religious,
political and educational center for the entire region until the
capital was moved. In the space of under three centuries the
city acquired a number of superb monuments.
The pattern of straight lines established by the grid of
north-south and east-west streets and inspired by the Italian
Renaissance, is one of the best examples in Latin American
town planning and all that remains of the 16th-century city.
Most of the surviving civil, religious, and civic buildings
date from the 17th and 18th centuries and constitute magnificent examples of colonial architecture in the Americas.
The city lay mostly abandoned for almost a century until the
mid-1800s when increased agricultural production, particularly coffee and grain, brought new investment to the region.
The original urban core is small, measuring approximately
775 meters from north to south and 635 meters east to west,
covering 49.57 hectares.
(Source: UNESCO)

poppies, adding a lovely contrast with the
azure waters of Lar Dam.
Lar Valley is one of the best places for
hiking, mountain climbing, and even cycling.
So if you have the interest to do one of these
activities during your travel to Iran, let us
know, so we prepare it for you.
Kool Khersan (khersoon), Dezful
The reason for naming is not determined
exactly. Kool means a closed valley and
Khersan is the plural form of Khers meaning Bear. People believed that bears were
living there before.
The Kool Khersan (khersoon) valley or
Dezful’s Ghost Valley is a natural tourist
attraction in Khuzestan Province. It is
more than 200 meters deep and its walls
are covered with Siavoshan herbs and waterfalls and beautifully watered canyons.
The entrance to Kool Khersan is covered
with trees (Cedar) and palm trees, and the
massive gravestones and grapevine trees
and wildlife figs have made this place looks
like strange valleys of movies.
Shirez Valley, Lorestan
Lorestan Province is known for its natural beauty, and Shirez Valley is one of the
most amazing places to visit and explore. It
is located 45 kilometers northeast of Kuhdasht city in Lorestan Province. This great
canyon is surrounded by 150 to 200 meters
high walls! The erosion of stones and rocks
in this area has made amazing shapes here.
Shirez canyon is of great geo touristic
importance, so although it is not located
in the touristic route of Iran (consisting
of the main cities) it attracts so many visitors every year. This is actually located at
the intersection of 3 provinces: Lorestan,
Kermanshah, Ilam. You’ll be surprised to
know that there are some ancient sites here
belonging to the Stone Age! There are also
some works belonging to cave life era. When

you walk here, you can see oak and sycamore
trees across the valley. Mother Nature also
has grapes, figs, and wild pears here for
you. The best time to visit Shirez canyon
is during spring and summer because the
mountains in this area make a temperate
climate during spring and summer. But
during winter and fall, it gets cold here.
Dohezar Valley, Tonekabon
The sensational Dohezar Valley sits outside
Tonekabon, a city in the Mazandaran Province
along the Caspian Sea and still commonly
referred to by its former name, Shahsavar.
Peace of mind and a cool climate await visitors
who vacation here in the summer, escaping the chaos and heat of other parts of the
country. Thick forests, open grazing fields,
and flowing streams make up the heavenly
atmosphere, and it’s also a fabulous place to
catch the Mazandarani dialect and culture
of the local villagers.
Abyaneh Valley, Isfahan
As a village of great antiquity, Abyaneh is
like a living architectural and anthropological
museum. It presents an impressive model of
the man adapting to the environment. It is
located on the northwestern slope of Mount
Karkas, 40 kilometers from Natanz, in Isfahan
province. It is 2,500 meters above sea-level. A
road links Abyaneh to the main Kashan-Natanz
highway in a region called Hanjan, which is
55 kilometers and 25 kilometers away from
Kashan and Abyaneh respectively. Abyaneh
is mainly watered by Barzrud River. Set on
the slope of the lofty mountain of Karkas,
this village has a cold climate with numerous springs creating a favorable condition
for agriculture. Given the evidence found in
Abyaneh, the village dates back to antiquity,
but its golden age was during the Safavid era.
The word ‘Abyaneh’ has been derived from
the word ‘viona’ meaning ‘Willow Grove’ (in
the local dialect ‘vey’ means willow).

After an avalanche, questions about safety

Guatemala’s Antigua
Antigua, the capital of the Captaincy-General of Guatemala,
was founded in the early 16th century.
Built 1,500 m above sea-level, in an earthquake-prone
region, it was largely destroyed by an earthquake in 1773 but
its principal monuments are still preserved as ruins.

People visit Stars Valley in Qeshm Island
of the wildlife in the area, however, Rage is
near the Bidoye protected area.
Taleghan Valley, Taleghan
There are plenty of valleys to explore in
Taleghan, which is comprised of 76 smaller
villages. The first valley appears at the top of
the mountain pass to enter this county, and
calm, clear water reflects the villas that dot
the hillside. Other tree-lined villages sit in
the valleys, surrounded by slopes lined with
walnut trees fed by roaring rivers down the
center. Wild horses and bell sounds of the
grazing sheep make frequent appearances,
creating the perfect escape from busy city life.
Alamut Valley, Qazvin
Located between the dry plains of Qazvin and the forested hills of Mazandaran
Province, the Alamut Valley rewards those
who spend some time hiking through it.
Alamut, the valley of assassins, the fort of
eagles is a natural and historical oddity in
Iran. The ominous reputation of the region
as the center of power for one of the most
feared military forces in history is only
augmented by the unimaginable expanse
of its valley and formidable mountains that
strike one as the massive bodies of giants
in hibernation.
If you are interested in hiking, Alamut
Valley is one of the best places for hiking
and mountain climbing. You can visit Ovan
Lake and capture picturesque photos, walk
through the ancient and see the Castel of
Hasan Sabbah, and stay at a local house in
one of the beautiful villages of Alamut Valley.
Lar Valley, Tehran
Lar Valley sits at the foothills of Mount
Damavand. Given its diverse ecosystems, it
is home to various birds, reptiles, mammals,
and amphibians. As it’s only open for a few
months during the year, its best visited from
May to June when the landscape is covered
with bright yellow wildflowers and wild red

By Biddle Duke
Snow slides happen both in the backcountry and inbounds,
despite the efforts of ski patrols, but there are precautions
skiers can take.
How common are ski area avalanches?
In the U.S., the vast majority of avalanche deaths occur
in the backcountry, with more snowmobilers, hikers and
climbers killed than skiers and snowboarders. In the 10
seasons ending last year, 259 avalanche fatalities were recorded; 103 of them were backcountry snowboarders or skiers.
But inbounds avalanches happen every season. Eight
ski-area guests have perished in avalanches on open terrain
within resorts in the U.S. in the last 11 years, according to
statistics from the National Ski Areas Association and the
Colorado Avalanche Information Center. Another two guests
died on closed inbounds terrain in the same time period.
Recently, in addition to the deadly slide at Taos, a 150-foot-wide
avalanche at the southern end of Jackson Hole’s Expert Chutes
on Dec. 1 buried five guests. All were rescued without serious
injury. Last March at Squaw Valley, five people were caught in
a big slide near the Olympic Lady chairlift. Two of the victims
were hospitalized for their injuries. The others were unharmed.
Hasn’t open terrain been cleared by the ski patrol?
When terrain is “open” by a ski area the assumption by
the lift-riding public is that it is safe to ski or ride. But that’s
not necessarily the case.
“‘Safety’ means there’s freedom from harm or danger,”
said Dale Atkins, who advises resorts on avalanche protocols,
“and we can’t guarantee that, not in that type of steep terrain.”
Avalanche risk is a complicated issue for resorts with
slide-prone terrain. The powdery steeps are the goal for
many skiers and riders, and resorts face immense pressure
to open them, especially in the wake of big storms. Before
deciding to open a slope, resort ski patrols use explosives
to release loose snow and test the snowpack. They will
frequently venture into hazardous zones to “cut” slopes
on their skis, testing a slope’s stability, sometimes triggering slides. To determine the likelihood of an avalanche,
patrols will study the snowpack’s layers by digging snow
pits. And they will often rely on historical knowledge:
when has a slope slid and under what types of snow and
weather conditions?
The work is dangerous — five patrollers and snow scientists have died in inbounds avalanches in the past decade
— and it is inexact.

In a telling shift, resorts some years ago began moving
away from talking about “avalanche control,” which implied
that resorts had the power to stop avalanches from happening, which they don’t. These days the commonly used term
is “avalanche mitigation.”
At Taos, the chief executive, David Norden, said the Taos
Ski Patrol followed its customary snow-safety protocols,
including the use of explosives, before opening the K3 Chute
where Matthew Zonghetti, 26, and Corey Borg-Massanari,
22, were buried.
Who is responsible when an avalanche occurs?
The question of who is legally responsible has only rarely
been tested in the courts. A lawsuit over a 2007 avalanche
death at The Canyons in Utah resulted in a jury deciding
that the resort had taken “reasonable” steps to mitigate avalanche danger. A lawsuit brought against Jackson Hole
over a 2008 avalanche fatality ended in an out-of-court
settlement. Both lawsuits argued that inbounds avalanches
are not automatically part of the inherent-risk legislation
that protects resorts, and that the resort operators needed
to prove they had taken thorough avalanche-mitigation
precautions before opening the slopes.
In a ruling that was the first of its kind in the nation, the
Colorado high court in 2016 declared that avalanches are an
inherent risk of the sport. In 2012, 28-year-old Christopher

Norris died in an inbounds slide at Winter Park. His family’s
wrongful death suit went all the way to the Colorado Supreme
Court, which ruled that “the definition of inherent dangers
and risks of skiing … include an avalanche.”
What can skiers do to protect themselves?
Resorts are constantly reviewing and updating safety
protocols, and they differ across the industry. Rules, for
example, about venturing into steeper, avalanche-prone
terrain vary from resort to resort. The two men at Taos were
not wearing avalanche beacons; Taos does not require them.
Some resorts with similar terrain do, however. At Bridger
Bowl, in Montana, for example, you must be wearing a beacon to ride the Schlasman’s Lift which accesses Bridger’s
inbounds ridge terrain.
Mr. Atkins and other experts recommend that people
venturing into such steep territory should always be with
at least one other person, understand possible dangers and
know how to minimize them through education (avalanche
courses) and conversations with the ski patrol; always ski
steep powdery slopes one at a time; wear an avalanche beacon
for quick detection if they are buried; and consider using
an avalanche airbag pack that inflates in the event of a slide
to keep victims on the surface to avoid being crushed or
suffocated by the snow and for faster detection.
(Source: The New York Times)
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The pitfalls of a pit bull
russophobe
By Ray McGovern
Like so many other glib ‘Russia experts’ with
access to Establishment media, Fiona Hill,
who testified Thursday in the impeachment
probe, seems three decades out of date.
Fiona Hill’s “Russian-expert” testimony
Thursday and her deposition on Oct. 14 to
the impeachment inquiry showed that her
antennae are acutely tuned to what Russian
intelligence services may be up to but, sadly,
also displayed a striking naiveté about the
machinations of U.S. intelligence.
Hill’s education on Russia came at the
knee of the late Professor Richard Pipes,
her Harvard mentor and archdeacon of
Russophobia. I do not dispute her sincerity in attributing all manner of evil to what
President Ronald Reagan called the “Evil
Empire.” But, like so many other glib “Russia experts” with access to Establishment
media, she seems three decades out of date.
I have been studying the U.S.S.R. and
Russia for twice as long as Hill, was chief of
CIA’s Soviet Foreign Policy Branch during
the 1970s, and watched the “Evil Empire”
fall apart. She seems to have missed the
falling apart part.
Selective Suspicion
Are the Russian intelligence services
still very active? Of course. But there is no
evidence – other than Hill’s bias – for her
extraordinary claim that they were behind
the infamous “Steele Dossier,” for example, or that they were the prime mover of
Ukraine-gate in an attempt to shift the
blame for Russian “meddling” in the 2016
US election onto Ukraine. In recent weeks
US intelligence officials were spreading this
same tale, lapped up and faithfully reported
Friday by The New York Times.
Hill has been conditioned to believe
Russian President Vladimir Putin and especially his security services are capable of
anything, and thus sees a Russian under
every rock – as we used to say of smart
know-nothings like former CIA Director
William Casey and the malleable “Soviet
experts” who bubbled up to the top during
his reign (1981 – 1987). Recall that at the
very first meeting of Reagan’s cabinet, Casey
openly told the president and other cabinet
officials: “We’ll know our disinformation
program is complete when everything the
American public believes is false.” Were

Casey still alive, he would be very pleased
and proud of Hill’s performance.
Beyond Dispute?
On Thursday Hill testified:
“The unfortunate truth is that Russia
was the foreign power that systematically
attacked our democratic institutions in 2016.
This is the public conclusion of our intelligence agencies, confirmed in bipartisan
Congressional reports. It is beyond dispute,
even if some of the underlying details must
remain classified.” [Emphasis added.]
Ah, yes. “The public conclusion of our
intelligence agencies”: the same ones who
reported that the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union would never surrender power
peaceably; the same ones who told Secretary
of State Colin Powell he could assure the UN
Security Council that the WMD evidence
given him by our intelligence agencies was
“irrefutable and undeniable.” Only Richard-Pipeline-type Russophobia can account
for the blinders on someone as smart as Hill
and prompt her to take as gospel “the public
conclusions of our intelligence agencies.”
A modicum of intellectual curiosity
and rudimentary due diligence would
have prompted her to look into who was
in charge of preparing the (misnomered)
“Intelligence Community Assessment” published on Jan. 6, 2017, which provided the
lusted-after fodder for the “mainstream”
media and others wanting to blame Hillary

Clinton’s defeat on the Russians.
Jim, Do a Job on the Russians
President Barack Obama gave the task
to his National Intelligence Director James
Clapper, whom he had allowed to stay in
that job for three and a half years after he
had to apologize to Congress for what he
later admitted was a “clearly erroneous”
response, under oath, to a question from
Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) on NSA surveillance of US citizens. And when Clapper
published his memoir last year, Hill would
have learned that, as Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld’s handpicked appointee
to run satellite imagery analysis, Clapper
places the blame for the consequential
“failure” to find the (nonexistent) WMD
“where it belongs – squarely on the shoulders of the administration members who
were pushing a narrative of a rogue WMD
program in Iraq and on the intelligence
officers, including me, who were so eager
to help that we found what wasn’t really
there.” [Emphasis added.]
But for Hill, Clapper was a kindred soul:
Just eight weeks after she joined the National
Security Council staff, Clapper, during an
NBC interview on May 28, 2017, recalled
“the historical practices of the Russians,
who typically, are almost genetically driven
to co-opt, penetrate, gain favor, whatever,
which is a typical Russian technique.” Later
he added, “It’s in their DNA.” Clapper has

claimed that “what the Russians did had
a profound impact on the outcome of the
election.”
As for the “Intelligence Community Assessment,” the banner headline atop The
New York Times on Jan. 7, 2017 set the
tone for the next couple of years: “Putin
Led Scheme to Aid Trump, Report Says.”
During my career as a CIA analyst, as deputy
national intelligence officer chairing National Intelligence Estimates (NIEs), and
working on the Intelligence Production
Review Board, I had not seen so shabby
a piece of faux analysis as the ICA. The
writers themselves seemed to be holding
their noses. They saw fit to embed in the
ICA itself this derriere-covering note: “High
confidence in a judgment does not imply
that the assessment is a fact or a certainty;
such judgments might be wrong.”
Not a Problem
With the help of the Establishment media,
Clapper and CIA Director John Brennan,
were able to pretend that the ICA had been
approved by “all 17 intelligence agencies”
(as first claimed by Clinton, with Rep. Jim
Himes, D-CT, repeating that canard Thursday, alas “without objection).” Himes, too
should do his homework. The bogus “all 17
intelligence agencies” claim lasted only a
few months before Clapper decided to fess
up. With striking naiveté, Clapper asserted that ICA preparers were “handpicked
analysts” from only the FBI, CIA and NSA.
The criteria Clapper et al. used are not hard
to divine. In government as in industry,
when you can handpick the analysts, you
can handpick the conclusions.
Maybe a Problem After All
“According to several current and former intelligence officers who must remain
anonymous because of the sensitivity of
the issue,” as the Times says when it prints
made-up stuff, there were only two “handpicked analysts.” Clapper picked Brennan;
and Brennan picked Clapper. That would
help explain the grossly subpar quality of
the ICA.
If US Attorney John Durham is allowed
to do his job probing the origins of Russiagate, and succeeds in getting access to
the “handpicked analysts” – whether there
were just two, or more – Hill’s faith in “our
intelligence agencies,” may well be dented
if not altogether shattered.

Mohamad Kleit: Lebanese demand resignation of Central Bank governor
TEHRAN (FNA) —Mohamad Kleit, journalist, says people
demand to take to court Riad Salame, Lebanon’s Central
Bank Governor, who complied with the US sanctions against
Hezbollah and engineered the Arab country’s national debt.
Speaking in an exclusive interview with FNA, the Lebanese journalist said, “The banks, headed by the Central
banks […] have benefited a lot from the political system
to make huge profits.”
Mohamad Kleit is a Beirut-based journalist, photographer, and political activist. He is the deputy editor of the
U-News Agency. Kleit has written about human rights,
political and international affairs.
Below is the full text of the interview:
The protests which began over the taxes for WhatsApp
have morphed into a much larger movement. Why and
how did it get to this point?
A: The causes of the demonstrations go back to the 50s
when the political turmoil started in Lebanon between
different political factions that caused the civil war, which
in turn made the country a cake that sectarian militia
commanders and political leaders cut into their own favor and to protect their interests, whether personal or
sectarian-based. The system that was formed after the
end of the civil war in 1990 was economically corrupt
and based on a Capitalist economic system, which led to
sucking the money out of the people without providing
proper services in return.
In addition to that, the banks, headed by the Central
bank which has been governed by Riad Salame since 1993,
that has benefited a lot from the political system to make
huge profits, have increased the national debt of Lebanon
to almost $103 billion.
The economic crisis that debuted in recent months

has led the government to take austerity measures on the
expense of the people’s money, not its own, while avoiding
to fight the corruption of banks, major businessmen, and
politicians (present and former). On the 17th of October,
the government proposed a set of decrees to place in the
2020’s national budget, that has caused an outrage amongst
the public which took the streets to protest.
The protests in Lebanon are mainly about longstanding political figures, like the head of the Lebanese Forces
Party Samir Geagea and Walid Jumballat, the leader of the
Druze of Lebanon. How can these people accuse others of
corruption, when they themselves stand accused?
A: If you had a system that served your interests for over
30 years, it would be pretty illogical that you’d just plead
guilty when hundreds of thousands of the masses call you
corrupt. These politicians, alongside other prominent ones
such as Gibran Bassil, Sami Jemayil, Saad Hariri, Fouad
Sanioura, and others… will easily blame one another to

save themselves. They are all accused and highly suspected
in direct corruption or covering it for others.
It’s pretty simple, they would use the media outlets
that are on their payrolls to promote their policies and
statements as if they are the saviors of Lebanon in this
crisis. Nevertheless, after 30 years of these politicians’
rule in Lebanon, the people have lost trust in their words
to a vast extent.
Lebanon is now among the most indebt countries
in the world. How do you view the role of the central bank
in the recent unrest?
A: Salame, who has been governing the Central bank for
over 25 years, is the architect and engineer of the Lebanese
national debt in the post-civil war period in 1993 until
today, where the national debt increased from around 40
billion USD to 103 billion USD. What Salame has done was
placing banking policies that would serve those who use
USD bank account, not the Lebanese Pound (Lira), which
created an inflation and weakened the national currency.
In addition to that, he, and the heads of the 42 banks in
Lebanon, never showed the government their revenues in
recent years, and did not participate with a percentage of
those revenues, which equal billions of dollars annually, in
supporting the national debt, as the Lebanese law states.
One of the solutions that protesters demanded is the
resignation of the Central Bank governor and taking him
to the court for damaging the economy, while abiding by
the US sanctions. The US has issued some sanctions on
some Lebanese figures and banks that it claims support
Hezbollah, which the US considers a “terrorist” group,
while they have been formed in 1982 as a resistance faction against the Israeli occupation and became part of
Lebanese politics in 1996.

Repeal the nearly two-decade-old war authorizations
By Matthew Hoh
In 2001 and in 2002 Congress passed
authorizations for war. While not declarations
of war, these mandates, each titled an
Authorization for Use of Military Force
(AUMF) provided the legal framework for
attacks against al-Qaeda in 2001 and in 2002
for the Iraq War. Both AUMFs are still in
effect today. As Congress considers its annual
authorization to fund the Pentagon our current
members of Congress, both in the House and
the Senate, are in positions of responsibility
and ability to repeal these AUMFs.
The effect of the AUMFs:
Based on FBI and journalist investigations,
al Qaeda had between 200-400 members
worldwide in September of 2001. Al Qaeda
now has affiliates in every corner of the
world, their strength measures in the tens

of thousands of members, and they control
territory in Yemen, Syria and parts of Africa.
In Afghanistan, the Taliban now control as
much as 60 percent of the territory and, with
regards to international terrorism, where
there was one international terror group
in Afghanistan in 2001, the Pentagon now
reports twenty such groups.
ISIS was formerly al Qaeda in Iraq, an
organization that came into existence solely
due to the invasion and occupation of Iraq by
the United States. US military, intelligence
agencies, journalists and other international
organizations continually report that the
reason people join such groups is not out
of ideology or religious devotion, but out of
resistance to invasion and occupation, and
in response to the killing of family, friends
and neighbors by foreign and government
forces. It is clear the AUMFs have worsened

terrorism, not defeated it.
The cost of the AUMFs:
More than 7,000 US service members have
been killed and more than 50,000 wounded
in the wars since 9/11. Of the 2.5 million
troops deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan as
many as 20% percent are afflicted with PTSD,
while 20 percent more may have traumatic
brain injury. The Veterans Administration
reports Afghan and Iraq veterans have rates
of suicide 4-10 times higher than their civilian
peers. This means almost two Afghan and
Iraq veterans are die by suicide every day.
Do the math and it is clear more Afghan and
Iraq veterans are dying by suicide than by
combat. The cost to the people overseas to
whom we have brought these wars is hard to
grasp. Between one and four million people
have been killed, directly and indirectly,
by these wars, while tens of millions more

have been wounded or psychologically
traumatized, and tens of millions more
made homeless – the cause of the worst
refugee crisis since WWII.
Financially, the cost of these wars is
immense, at least $6 trillion. Of a vast many
statistics that compose this incomprehensible
figure of $6 trillion, is that nearly $1 trillion of
it is simply just interest and debt payments.
For any American, Democrat, Republican or
independent, these interest and debt payments
alone should cause them to reconsider these
wars.
The AUMFs have allowed for wars to be
waged without end by the executive branch,
wars the American people, including veterans,
say have not been worth fighting. Congress
has the ability and responsibility to help bring
about an end to these wars by ensuring the
repeal of the 2001 and 2002 AUMFs.
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Nasir Khan: Indian top court
ruling on holy site political
judgment
TEHRAN (FNA) — Nasir Khan, a historian and political
activist, says the verdict by the Indian Supreme Court to
give the land of the Babri mosque in the Northern town of
Ayodhya falls short of a legal pronouncement.
Speaking in an exclusive interview with FNA, Nasir Khan
said, “It was more of a political judgement, in which the
difference between the perpetrators of a major crime and the
aggrieved party was ignored completely and instead ordered
the construction of a Hindu temple at the disputed site.”
Nasir Khan, PhD of Philosophy, is an author, historian and
anti-war and human rights political activist. He has written
numerous articles on human rights and international affairs.
Below is the full text of the interview:
How do you find the verdict, especially amid many
instances of sectarian violence?
A: From a historical point of view, many mythical heroes
and gods were believed by people in the ancient civilizations
of Egypt, Greece, Assyria, etc. But with the passage of time,
Egyptians stopped believing in many gods such as Osiris,
Isis and the divine child Horus, among many others. In
Greece the same thing happened: The old Olympian gods
and heroes were replaced by other gods and mythologies.
But in India ancient mythical stories continued to exist, and
are still regarded as part of Hinduism by the followers of
this religion. The Hindus who destroyed the Babri mosque
believed in the myth of the birthplace of Rama. This brief
account is essential to understand the mythical account of
the life of god Rama that were tacitly accepted and supported
by the Supreme Court in its verdict.

The verdict falls short of a legal pronouncement, based
upon a judicious investigation of the evidence involved
about the land where the mosque stood. It was more of a
political judgement, in which the difference between the
perpetrators of a major crime and the aggrieved party was
ignored completely and instead ordered the construction
of a Hindu temple at the disputed site. The court asked the
central government to prepare a scheme within three months
to enforce the order for the construction of the temple! The
Muslims were to be given a five acres of land in Ayodhya,
as if the dispute was merely one about the possession of a
disputed piece of land. In this way, the goals of the Hindutva
government of Modi and the Hindu extremists were given
an endorsement by this unjust and lopsided judgement.
It is amazing that the court did not mention or condemn
the wanton destruction of the 500-year old mosque in the
summary of the verdict.
The question of sectarian violence after this verdict
should also be seen in a broader context of Indian political
system, where the Hindutva forces wield the cudgel. The
Modi government had made sure that the internet was not
freely available to areas where Muslims could protest or
raise their voices. Indian Muslims are acutely aware of their
vulnerability in case of any opposition to this verdict. The
fear of attacks by the militant Hindus is not something they
can ignore. They know how over two thousand Muslims
were massacred by the Hindu mobs.
Do you believe justice was served by the verdict?
A: Modi bears much responsibility for the communal
violence in India when he was the chief minister of Gujarat.
In 2002, there was a mass bloodbath in his state in which
more than two thousand Muslims were killed, their women
raped and their properties pillaged by the Hindu mobs when
a train carrying Hindu pilgrims caught fire in which 58
people died. Without any evidence, Modi accused Pakistan
of causing the fire. Within hours of his provocation, the
killing of Muslims started in his state. The way the Hindu
mobs molested and raped Muslim women is too painful
for me to repeat here.
Modi has shown his political base is his militant rightwing parties and followers who want to change India into
a Hindu rashtra. How to do this is part of the political
strategy of Hindutva which he follows. The first major step
he took on 5 August was to colonize the 8-million Kashmiri
Muslims by isolating them in a total blockade by the most
savage means.
In India, it is the Hindutva that reigns supreme, and Modi
is their leader. The Indian judicial system is not immune
against the prevailing political situation and policies of the
Modi government. The verdict of the Supreme Court has
left no doubt in the minds of political observers that the
highest court of the land has furthered the anti-Muslim
communal policies of the present government.
Islam is the second largest religion in India, with
approximately 200 million Muslims. Why do Indian Muslims
struggle to retrain their religious rights?
A: The causes of the social, economic and political
condition of Indian Muslims in a predominately Hindu
India are many. The British rulers of India had their own
colonial interests. When the Indian freedom movement
gained momentum after the First World War, the British
rulers found themselves in a precarious situation in face
of the growing demands of freedom, which was mostly led
by the Indian National Congress. When the Muslim League
under the leadership of M.A. Jinnah made his Two-Nation
Theory a basis for establishing a Muslim state, Pakistan,
that finally resulted in 1947 in the partition of India into
India and Pakistan, the Muslims who lived in India suffered
most. Most Hindus never forgave Muslims for the partition
of India. As a result, the Indian Muslims have been suspect
in the eyes of Hindus, and over the years their political
and economic condition became weak. The upsurge of
militant Hindutva nationalism in India and the goals of
Hindu rashtra regard Muslims as their main enemies. So,
the Indian Muslims live in that anti-Muslim environment
and are subject to many social and political pressures as
unwanted people in India.
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Iran’s first educational
entrepreneurship center
inaugurated
ENVIRONMENT TEHRAN — The country’s first entrepreneurd
e
s
k ship center affiliated to the Ministry of Education was inaugurated on Saturday in Mashhad city, northeastern
Khorasan Razavi province.

The first educational and entrepreneurial center, with a total
area of 320 square meters, has been established at the cost of
5 billion rials (nearly $120,000), ISNA news agency reported.
Developing a comprehensive system for vocational skills
and entrepreneurship based on education is a very important
necessity, which will be fulfilled with the establishment of this
technical and vocational training center, Seyed Javad Hosseini,
head of the Special Education Organization stated.

Oxford Dictionaries declares
‘climate emergency’ the
word of 2019
Oxford Dictionaries has declared “climate emergency” the word
of the year for 2019, following a hundred-fold increase in usage
that it says demonstrated a “greater immediacy” in the way we
talk about the climate.
Defined as “a situation in which urgent action is required to
reduce or halt climate change and avoid potentially irreversible environmental damage resulting from it”, Oxford said the
words soared from “relative obscurity” to “one of the most prominent – and prominently debated – terms of 2019.”
According to the dictionary’s data, usage of “climate emergency” soared 10,796%.
Oxford said the choice was reflective, not just of the rise in
climate awareness, but the focus specifically on the language
we use to discuss it. The rise of “climate emergency” reflected a
conscious push towards language of immediacy and urgency,
the dictionary said.
In 2019, “climate” became the most common word associated with “emergency”, three times more than “health
emergency” in second.
In May, the Guardian updated its style guide to clarify that
“climate emergency” or “global heating” would be favoured over
“climate change” or “global warming” (although the original terms
are not banned) – to better reflect the scientific consensus that
this was “a catastrophe for humanity”.
Hundreds of cities, towns and even countries have also declared “climate emergencies” during 2019 – from Scotland in
April, the UK parliament in May, Canada, France and the city
of Sydney in Australia.
“In 2018, climate did not feature in the top words typically
used to modify emergency, instead the top types of emergencies
people wrote about were health, hospital, and family emergencies,” the selection panel said.
“But with climate emergency, we see something new, an extension of emergency to the global level.”
And for those protesting that “climate emergency” is two
words, as the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s resident
linguist explained in 2017, single words can consist of two parts.
Such multipart constructions, like “heart attack”, “man-ofwar” or the 2017 American Dialect Society word of the year “fake
news”, are commonly accepted by linguists as words.
(Source: The Guardian)

WORDS IN THE NEWS
Chirac’s election victory
(May 6, 2002)
Jacques Chirac won a decisive victory in the second round of the
French presidential election. But France still faces major political
problems. This report from James Coomarasamy:
The margin of Jacques Chirac’s victory may have averted an
immediate social crisis in France but it can’t disguise the country’s
deep political one. This was not a vote for a politician and his
policies but against a set of ideas which many people find
abhorrent and frightening.
Large numbers of those who put a cross next to Mr Chirac’s name
said they had no choice but to do so in order to block Jean-Marie
Le Pen and to restore France’s tarnished international image.
And so, despite his huge mandate, the newly re-elected President
faces some tough challenges - firstly, how to deal with the real
fears of the millions who voted for the far-right without being
seen to pander to extremism, and, secondly, how to ensure
victory for his political allies in next month’s parliamentary
elections and thus avoid another five years of sharing power
with a left-wing government.
It was in part this peculiar system of cohabitation which left voters
here disillusioned with the current political establishment and paved
the way for France’s current political crisis.

Words

averted: if you avert something unpleasant you prevent it from
happening
put a cross: voted for
to block: to ensure that Mr Le Pen did not win
tarnished: damaged and less respected than before
mandate: the authority he has to carry out tasks as a result of
winning the election
to pander: if you pander to someone you do everything they want
parliamentary elections: elections for the parliament (as
opposed to president)
cohabitation: here, a situation where two different parties
share power
establishment: people who have power and influence
paved the way: led to, made it possible for the crisis to happen
(Source: BBC)
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Armenia should be more
responsible for polluting Aras River
1
Last year, we started a project with
university students residing in a village
on the outskirts of Aras to monitor water and sediment in the river, he noted,
adding, the project was carried out in two
areas before Nordoz (as pollution-free
areas) and after Nordoz (as polluted areas) and the findings showed the heavy
metal contamination.
Aluminum, copper, iron and arsenic
have been found in the river which were
10 times the safe limits, he regretted.
He further said that I have closely
watched the activity of Armenian factories, adding “I would definitely say that
the industrial effluent flows into Aras and
the color of water is turning green because
of the high concentration of heavy metal.
Polluting transboundary rivers,
contrary to international conventions
Hamid Ghasemi, East Azarbaijan’s
department of environment chief, said:
“We are obliged to submit a report on Aras
River contamination, however, the debate
should be followed up by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.”
Pointing out that no pollutants should
enter into the Aras River due to the environmental standards, he said that the
regional water company as the main body
responsible for transboundary rivers, claims
that due to the high water flow in Aras
River, contamination of the river appears
to be negligible; while releasing even small
amounts of pollutants is condemned by
the international conventions.
“We are a regional partner of the respon-

sible body for transboundary rivers, so we
have consistently monitored and stated that
Armenian side of Aras River is violating
international protocols and conventions.”
Aras River’s pollution is not sourced
by Iranian industrial units that we can
shut them down in compliance with environmental law; the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs must declare a complaint, and the
Ministry of Energy should follow it up
seriously, he explained.
Pollutants following into the river from
Armenia are copper and molybdenum,
and as heavy metals get accumulated in
the soil and consequently in plants and

are transmitted to the human body, he
lamented.
So, the neighboring country needs to
fix the problem as soon as possible, he
emphasized.
Aras contamination, a national
issue
Mohammad Hassannejad, a member
of the Iranian Parliament, also criticized
the pollution of Aras River due to the industrial wastewater coming from Armenia.
The issue of wastewater and pollution
in the river is a national issue, not related
only to East Azarbaijan and the surrounding
cities, so it needs a national attention, he

highlighted.
He further called on the media to support
the precious natural resource and raise
awareness of such important problem.
Armenia pledgeds to eliminate
pollutants in Aras River
East Azarbaijan regional water company director, Yousef Ghafarzadeh, also
announced that Armenian authorities’
commitment to completely eliminate pollutants in the river by the next three years.
At a recent joint task force meeting,
the Armenian side pledged to impose
strict monitoring on the operation of
the industrial units until completion of
the restoration operations, he explained.
Annual meeting of the joint working
group of Iran and Armenia was held in Tabriz
on November 19-21, in which monitoring
and preventing pollution in transboundary
Aras River have been addressed.
He went on to say that threats, concentration and impact of the pollutants
have been precisely identified so far and
Armenia has accepted responsibility and
commitment to repair and refurbish the
facilities with the aim of completely removing the pollution by 2021.
To do so, a recycling system will be set
up and dams will be repaired by Armenia,
which have so far developed by 50 percent,
he stated.
“On the other hand, monitoring of water and sediment in the river has been
done jointly over the past decade and will
continue on a monthly and continuous
basis,” he concluded.

Third of tropical African plants set to go extinct, study suggests
A third of tropical African plants are at risk of extinction,
according to detailed new research which warns about the
impact of our failure to recognize the role plants play in
maintaining ecosystems.
Several countries in western Africa as well as others
including Tanzania, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Ethiopia are among those expected to be worst affected where researchers believe they could lose up to 40
per cent of wild plants.
Our species is to blame, with the man-made climate crisis
and deforestation for agriculture among the main causes.
The research, lead by Dr Thomas Couvreur of the French
National Institute for Sustainable Development, assessed
over 22,000 species of plants across tropical Africa.
“Our results underline the high level of extinction risk of
the tropical African flora. Thirty-three percent of the species
are potentially threatened with extinction, and another third
of species are likely rare, potentially becoming threatened
in the near future,” the paper says.

The team assessed the status of each plant using a system
of revised metrics based on those used by the International

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), which publishes
and updates the “red list” of threatened species. The team’s
recording techniques allowed them to cover more ground
and more species faster than if they had adhered strictly to
the IUCN’s criteria.
Animals and plants on the red list are given special status
and protections, but Dr Couvreur noted that while the list
has already assessed 86 per cent of known mammals and 61
per cent of birds, less than eight per cent of vascular plants
have been considered.
Dr Couvreur described the conservation of tropical biodiversity as “a major challenge”, and said the risk to plants
hasn’t been given as much attention as to animals.
He said: “While the conservation status of the majority
of vertebrate species has been assessed, the same cannot be
said for plants, although they are critical to earth ecosystems.
“This is especially true in tropical regions where the flora
is very diverse but remains poorly documented.”
(Source: The Independent)

Half of the world’s donkey population could be killed in next five years
As many as half the global population
of donkeys could be wiped out in just
five years, due to a surge in demand for
their hides, which are used in traditional
Chinese medicine.
Populations are reportedly collapsing
in countries across Africa, South America and Asia, with animals including sick
mares and foals being stolen, illegally
transported and killed, according to a
report from the international charity The
Donkey Sanctuary.
The organisation has warned the species is now “in a state of global crisis”,
as traders target their skins to export as
an ingredient for eijao – donkey hide
glue, a popular health product in China – though one without any medical
evidence behind its utility.
Increasing demand for ejiao has led
to an unsustainable number of donkeys
being slaughtered, and the emergence of
criminal gangs kidnapping the animals
for their hides, which are sold in their
millions every year.

The Donkey Sanctuary report reveals
the supply of donkey skins is currently
unable to meet demand in China, which
uses around 4.8 million hides per-year
for ejiao production. As a result, traders
in Africa, Asia and South America are exporting additional skins to China.
Donkey populations in China have collapsed by 76 per cent since 1992. And since
2007 populations have declined by 28 per
cent in Brazil, by 37 per cent in Botswana
and by 53 per cent in Kyrgyzstan.
With just under five million skins needed
every year for ejiao production, the industry
would require more than half the world’s
current donkeys over the next five years
to meet demand.
The demand for donkeys is also driving
an animal welfare crisis, with the potential
to spill over into becoming a human disease
issue as poor hygiene in slaughterhouses
has seen a rise in dangerous pathogens including anthrax alongside equine diseases
such as strangles and equine flu.
The report says many skin trade don-

key handlers have little or no training in
animal handling, often resorting to cruel
and illegal methods of controlling donkeys
such as kicking, dragging and the use of
spiked sticks called goads.
Conditions in many of the donkey slaughterhouses are appalling. One slaughterhouse in Kenya was immediately closed
after witnesses recorded footage of dead
and dying donkeys some with open, maggot-infested wounds. Foetuses were also
seen as well as skinned carcasses dumped
next to live donkeys awaiting slaughter.
The slaughterhouse has since reopened.
In Bahia, in north-eastern Brazil, 800
donkeys were found starving to death in
holding pens alongside hundreds of rotting
carcasses which had polluted their only
water source.
The charity has also discovered links
between the donkey skin trade and other
serious wildlife crime, with some traders
offering donkey skins for sale on online
platforms that are also selling illegal wildlife
products including ivory, pangolin scales

and rhinoceros horn. In one instance, tiger skins were found hidden underneath
donkey skins.
Mike Baker, chief executive of The
Donkey Sanctuary, said: “This is suffering on an enormous and unacceptable
scale. This suffering is not just confined to
donkeys as it also threatens the livelihood
of millions of people.
“The skin trade is the biggest threat to
donkey welfare we have ever seen. Urgent
action needs to be taken.”
(Source: The Independent)
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500,000 Afghan nationals studying in
Iranian schools
Currently, about 500,000 Afghan students are studying in Iranian schools
free of charge, secretary general of the national commission on children’s
rights has announced.
Mahmood Abbasi made the remarks during a meeting with member of the
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, juvenile judge Rinat Winter, on
Monday. Over the past four decades, Iran has hosted over 4 million foreign
nationals, especially Afghans, he noted, IRNA reported.

PREFIX/SUFFIX

 هزار کودک افغانستانی در ایران تحصیل می کنند500
500  هــم اکنون نیــز حــدود:دبیــر مرجــع ملــی کنوانســیون حقــوق کــودک گفــت
.هــزار نفــر از کــودکان افغــان بــه طــور رایــگان در ایــران تحصیــل مــی کننــد
بــه گــزارش روز دوشــنبه خبرگــزاری ایرنــا محمــود عباســی در دیــدار بــا رینــاط
 در: رئیــس کمیتــه حقــوق کــودک ســازمان ملــل متحــد در ژنــو گفــت،وینتــر
چهــار دهــه گذشــته ایــران همــواره میزبــان چهــار میلیــون خارجــی بــه ویــژه
.افغانســتانی هــا بــوده اســت

PHRASAL VERB

IDIOM

“-ment”

Hit somebody with something

The burning question

Meaning: aword ending that indicates action or process
For example: I’ve made a few very minor adjustments
to the decor, but in general it was excellent.

Meaning: to tell someone something interesting,
exciting, or shocking
For example: The next morning, Steve hit me with
the truth.

Explanation: what everyone is asking, and what we
all want to know about, is called the burning question
For example: Who leaked the information? That’s
the burning question!
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Hezbollah accuses U.S. of meddling
in Lebanon’s crisis

Hezbollah calls the U.S. the most prominent
obstacle lying in the way of formation of a
government in Lebanon, which is direly in
need of political stability.
The Lebanese resistance movement’s
Deputy Secretary-General Sheikh Naim
Qassem made the remarks in an interview
with Reuters.
“The first obstruction in the formation
of the government is America, because it
wants a government that resembles it and
we want a government that resembles the
Lebanese people,” he said.
U.S. officials had been in direct contact
with Lebanese politicians and officials, the
official noted, saying, “Let them leave us
alone so we can reach an understanding
among ourselves. The more they intervene
the more they delay the solution.”
The country -- where coexistence of
various religious sects has turned unity into
the leading means of preventing internal
strife -- would not be rid of its ongoing
economic and political woes unless foreign
vested interests stopped tugging away at
it, Qassem said.
Prime Minister Sa’ad Hariri resigned
in late October amid nationwide protests against corruption and economic
adversity that had begun earlier that
month.
On Tuesday, protesters blocked roads
leading to the parliament in the capital

national debt is hovering around $85 billion,
which accounts for more than 150 percent of
the gross domestic product (GDP), while the
World Bank also says more than 25 percent
of the Lebanese live in poverty.
The U.S. and its Persian Gulf allies have
imposed sanctions on Lebanese economic
assets and figures for alleged cooperation
with Hezbollah.

Resistance totally behind people

Beirut, forcing the legislature to postpone
what was supposed to be its first session in
two months. Heavy clashes were reported
later that day between security forces and
a group of protesters attempting to make
their way into the parliament.

U.S. making waves, but Hezbollah knows better

While expressing hope that he did not
“see signs of a civil war in Lebanon,” Qassem
cautioned, “We have information of American
attempts to create some security problems.”

He, however, assured, “Hezbollah is determined not to fall into strife that America
wants.”
Hezbollah has defended the country
against two wars waged by Israel, the U.S.’s
closest regional ally, in the 2000s. The heroic
defense as well as the group’s stiff opposition to foreign intervention in Lebanon’s
internal affairs has turned it into a major
stakeholder in the country’s political and
military spheres.
The Lebanese Finance Ministry says the

The Hezbollah official declared, “We
support the people 100% in putting the
corrupt on trial.”
“The corrupt must stand trial in
Lebanon regardless of who they are
... we support all measures that limit corruption and that recover looted
wealth,” he said.
Asked why Hezbollah and its allies had
not opted to form a cabinet on their own,
Qassem said the group preferred the prime
minister be chosen through agreement with
the main parties.
“There are continuous contacts between Hezbollah and Prime Minister
Hariri to pick the prime minister,” he
announced.
Qassem said the first step towards dealing
with the turmoil would be the formation of
a government, which should start by implementing an emergency economic plan after
amending it if necessary.
(Source: Daily Star)

John Bolton’s Twitter comeback raises
Resistance hopes for Trump impeachment

U.S. vice president visits
troops in Iraq

U.S. President Donald Trump’s now-former
National Security Advisor John Bolton returned to Twitter promising a “backstory”
for his two-month absence, sending Trump
critics into a frenzy of hope he might testify
in impeachment hearings.
“Glad to be back on Twitter after more
than two months. For the backstory, stay
tuned,” the verified account with over
770,000 followers tweeted on Friday, for
the first time since Bolton’s resignation –
or firing, depending on who you ask – on
September 10.
Another tweet declared that he has “liberated” his personal Twitter account, “sup-

U.S. Vice President Mike Pence visited
Iraq Saturday to reassure Iraqi Kurds
of U.S. support after President Donald
Trump’s decision to withdraw troops
from northern Syria drew criticism that
Washington had betrayed its Kurdish
allies there.
Pence’s trip, which included a visit with
Nechirvan Barzani, the president of the
Kurdistan region in Iraq, and a phone call
with Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi, also served to bolster U.S. troops ahead
of next Thursday’s Thanksgiving holiday
in the United States.
The vice president and his wife, Karen,

pressed unfairly in the aftermath of my
resignation.”
Unsurprisingly, among the 20,000plus responses were heartfelt pleas from
online Resistance luminaries for Bolton
to “do the right thing” and testify before
the House Intelligence Committee in the
impeachment inquiry of Trump – just like
some of his NSC underlings.
“If [Bolton] loves this country, he has
to tell the truth in impeachment hearings. Fiona Hill did it yesterday. He can
too!” declared podcaster and activist Amy
Siskind.
(Source: RT)

served a traditional meal to U.S. military
personnel during the visit.
Last month Turkey launched an offensive into northeastern Syria after Trump’s
abrupt decision to withdraw all 1,000 U.S.
troops there. Pence brokered a pause with
Ankara to allow time for Kurdish fighters
to withdraw.
That truce aimed to mitigate the crisis sparked by Trump’s announcement,
which U.S. Republican and Democratic
lawmakers criticized as a betrayal of Kurdish
allies aligned with Washington in the fight
against ISIL terrorist group.
(Source: AFP)

Likud officials in talks to topple Netanyahu after graft indictments
Senior officials from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s Likud party have reportedly been working
behind the scenes to bring him down following his
indictment on corruption charges.
After three years of investigations, Israeli Attorney
General Avichai Mandelblit charged Netanyahu with
fraud, breach of trust and bribery in three different
scandals on Thursday.
In the 63-page indictment, the Israeli premier was
accused of accepting hundreds of thousands of dollars
in luxury gifts from his billionaire friends and trading favors with Israeli media and telecommunication
moguls in exchange for positive news coverage.
On Friday, Israel’s Channel 12 TV reported that top
Likud members have been convinced “the Netanyahu
era is over” and are trying to unseat him as the party’s
head within the current 21-day period allotted for the
parliament (Knesset) to agree on a prime minister.
The Likud figures believe that the only way to topple
Netanyahu is to unite behind a single replacement, who
will attempt to muster the support of 61 members of the
Knesset in the 120-seat legislature, according to the report.

However, it added, the party officials are showing
no sign of being able to do so.
The report also did not name plotters, but noted a
“deafening silence” of several Likud figures like Knesset speaker Yuli Edelstein, public security minister
Gilad Erdan and lawmaker Gideon Sa’ar.

Separately on Friday, Israel’s Channel 13 TV reported backroom talks on an alternative to Netanyahu,
citing an unnamed person saying, “We are trying to
figure out how to wrest the party from his hands.”
Both Channel 12 and 13 reported that the attorney
general intends to rule Netanyahu would need not to
resign at this stage, but that he would have to relinquish the four ministerial posts he currently holds,
namely the agriculture, health, social services and
diaspora affairs.
According to Channel 13, several Likud lawmakers
have said they would refuse to serve as ministers as
it could taint them in the future.
Netanyahu is Israel’s first sitting prime minister
to be charged with a crime.
He has rejected his indictment on corruption charges
as an “attempted coup” against him stemming from
“false accusations” and a systematically “tainted
investigation.” A new poll found that 56 percent of
Israelis believe Netanyahu cannot continue to govern
after being indicted.
(Source: Press TV)

Pregnant Muslim woman violently attacked in Sydney cafe

A pregnant Muslim woman who was
targeted in a vicious attack while sitting
in a cafe in Sydney says she fears for
the world children will grow up in if
racism is not addressed.
Rana Elasmar, a 31-year-old woman 38 weeks pregnant, was with her
friends at a cafe in Parramatta on
Wednesday night when a man approached her table.
CCTV footage showed the man
having a brief conversation with the
group before he began punching the

victim several times and stomping on
her head when she eventually fell to
the floor.
Police have arrested 43-year-old
Stipe Lozina and charged him with
affray and assault occasioning actual
bodily harm.
After Elasmar was released from
Westmead Hospital, where she was taken
for observation and assessment of her
unborn child, she posted a message on
Facebook saying the incident wasn’t the
first time she had experienced racism,

but was still shocked her attacker could
be so cruel.
She noted that members of the Muslim
community were familiar with being
on the receiving end of Islamophobia.
“I was born and raised in Sydney,
Australia. I am a Muslim,” Elasmar said.
“I have experienced occurrences
of verbal abuse and hate from other
Australians in the past, but I have
never thought that physical abuse of
this nature could happen to me,” she
said. Elasmar hoped the justice system

lives up to its name.
“I fear for the world our children will
grow up in if this is not addressed. I call
all Australians, Muslim and non-Muslim,
to stand together in protecting innocent people from any racial or religious
attacks.”
The assault occurred in the same
week a study was released in Australia,
showing women wearing headscarves
were at the most risk of Islamophobic
attacks.
(Source: agencies)

Turkey offers $700,000 bounty for Mohammed Dahlan
Turkey has offered four million lira ($700,000) for information leading to the arrest of Mohammed Dahlan, a former
official in the Palestinian Fatah party who lives in exile in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
Ankara accuses the 58-year-old of being a mercenary
for the UAE and involved in a 2016 coup attempt against
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu on Friday told
the Hurriyet newspaper that Dahlan was placed on the
“most-wanted terrorists list”, linking him to what Ankara calls the Gulenist Terror Group (FETO) and US-based
Turkish businessman Fethullah Gulen.
Ankara blames Gulen and his FETO movement for the
coup attempt on July 15, 2016. Gulen denies involvement.
Turkish newspaper the Daily Sabah reported on Friday
that Dahlan was accused of transferring funds to FETO.
Dahlan was expelled from Fatah’s ruling body in 2011 on

allegations of plotting to overthrow his former ally in Fatah,
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, and has
been living in exile in the UAE since 2012.
In 2016, a Palestinian court sentenced Dahlan in absentia
to three years in prison for corruption and ordered him to
repay $16m, according to his lawyers.
He was head of internal security in Gaza, but fell from
favor after his forces were overpowered by Hamas in 2007.
Turkish media regularly accuse Dahlan of involvement
in the coup bid, and recently of playing a role in last year’s
murder of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi at Saudi Arabia’s consulate in Istanbul.
In an interview with Al Jazeera last month, Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu accused the UAE of
harboring “a terrorist”: “[Dahlan] fled to you because he
is an agent of Israel”.
(Source: al Jazeera)
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‘One child dies every 10
minutes in Yemen’
Yemeni health minister Taha al-Motevakel, criticized the UN’s
aid process to Yemeni children and said that one child dies every
10 minutes in Yemen.
Yemen’s health officials also warned that the spread of dengue
fever is killing more people due to lack of medicine.
A new wave of epidemic diseases has spiraled out of control
across Yemen, particularly in coastal areas. In Taiz, 270 km
south of the capital Sana’a, many patients from all walks of life
lie unconscious.
Medical staff say most of the cases they have received are
infected with dengue fever. They have called for an international
investigation to find out the reasons behind the spread of this
year’s unprecedented wave of dengue fever.
Within the two-week-long outbreak, according to medical
sources, over 2000 people have contracted the infectious disease
of dengue fever. A hundred others have been confirmed dead.
------------- Yemeni forces reject UN claim about decrease
in Saudi strikes
The spokesman for the Yemeni armed forces has rejected a
statement made by the UN’s Yemen envoy that Saudi airstrikes
in the impoverished country are now down 80 percent.
“The remarks come as the Saudis have carried out more than
12 airstrikes in the last two days,” Brigadier General Yahya Saree
said on Friday.
His remarks came after United Nations Yemen envoy Martin Griffiths claimed earlier Friday that Saudi airstrikes in Yemen
had dramatically decreased.
“In recent weeks, there have been entire 48-hour periods without
airstrikes for the first time since the conflict began,” Griffiths said.
“There were almost 80% fewer airstrikes nationwide than in
the two weeks prior,” Griffiths told the UN Security Council by
video conference from his office in Amman.
The Saudi airstrikes continue even as Yemen’s voluntary bid
to cease missile and drone strikes against the kingdom has held
for two months, according to Griffiths.
In September, president of the Supreme Political Council in
the Yemeni capital Mahdi al-Mashat said that Yemen’s armed
forces, led by the Houthi Ansarullah movement, would conditionally stop drone and missile attacks as part of a peace gesture.
“We will wait for the favor to be returned with a similar or
even better one by [Saudi Arabia] announcing a halt to all sorts
of air strikes against Yemeni territories,” he said.
(source: agencies)

U.S. occupying Syria oil
wells, looting resources:
Bashar al-Ja’afari
Syria’s UN Ambassador Bashar al-Ja’afari says the United States
has been occupying the country’s oil fields and looting its resources
as the UN remains silent on Washington’s act of theft.
“The U.S. occupies Syrian oil wells and plunders the Syrians’
revenues in the shadow of the UN Security Council’s silence,” he
told a meeting of the 15-member body in New York on Saturday.
Ja’afari said the U.S. state terrorism has targeted Syria in a
bid to change the region’s geopolitical map. “The Syrian war will
end when foreign support for terrorism ends,” he added.
The ambassador further accused Turkey of occupying the
Syrian territory, killing citizens, displacing tens of thousands
of people and deploying terrorists to the Arab country.
Last month, U.S. President Donald Trump announced that
American troops would remain in Syria to “secure” oil reserves
and even put up “a hell of a fight” against any force that tried to
take them.
He also expressed interest in making a deal with ExxonMobil or
another energy company to tap Syrian oil reserves.
Pentagon chief Mark Esper then threatened that U.S. forces deployed around Syrian oil fields would use “military force”
against any party that may seek to challenge control of those sites,
even if it were Syrian government forces or their Russian allies.
(Source: Press TV)

S. Africa blocking arms sales
to Saudi Arabia, UAE
South Africa is halting its arms sales to Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), which are accused of handing over some
of the purchased weapons to armed militia in Yemen, violating
a provision of the deal prohibiting the transfer of imported arms
to third parties.
Citing four unnamed officials and some obtained letters,
Reuters reported Friday that according to the clause in export
documents, foreign customers are also required to allow South
African officials to inspect their facilities to verify compliance.
It added that both Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which account
for at least a third of South Africa’s arms exports, have rejected
such inspections, considering them a violation of their sovereignty.
Ezra Jele, South Africa’s director for conventional arms control
in the defense ministry, said the country’s authorities considered
criteria including human rights, regional conflict, risk of diversion,
UN Security Council resolutions, and national interest when
evaluating applications for export permits.
Saudi Arabia and a number of its regional allies, including the
UAE, launched a devastating campaign against Yemen in March
2015, with the goal of reinstating former president Abd-Rabbu
Mansour Hadi, a staunch ally of Riyadh, and crushing the Houthi
Ansarullah movement, which is a significant aid to the Yemeni
army in defending the country against the invaders.
(Source: Reuters)

France takes aim at U.S.
inaction in Middle East
French Defense Minister Florence Parly took aim Saturday at
“gradual U.S. disengagement” in the Middle East and said its
failure to respond to set off a dangerous chain of events.
“We’ve seen a deliberate gradual U.S. disengagement,” Parly said
at the annual Manama Dialogue on regional security, adding it had been
“on the cards for a while” but had become clearer with recent events.
“When the mining of ships went unanswered, the drone got shot.
When that in turn went unanswered, major oil facilities were bombed.
Where does it stop? Where are the stabilizers?” she asked.
“The region is accustomed to the ebb and flow of U.S. involvement.
But this time it seemed more serious.”
(Source: AFP)
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Mayweather teases 2020
comeback
Floyd Mayweather has teased a possible return to fighting, writing
in an Instagram post he was “coming out of retirement” in 2020.
The former welterweight boxing king revealed news of the
comeback beneath a photo of him wearing boxing trunks and
hand wraps.
“Coming out of retirement in 2020,” Mayweather wrote in the
Instagram post late Thursday, giving no additional information.
In a separate post late Thursday, Mayweather wrote he was
working with UFC tycoon Dana White on a event for next year.
“@danawhite and I working together again to bring the world
another spectacular event in 2020,” wrote Mayweather. No further details was provided.
Mayweather collaborated with White for his last competitive boxing bout in August 2017, when the American scored a
knockout of Irish mixed martial arts superstar Conor McGregor
in a money-spinning superfight in Las Vegas.
The 42-year-old had walked away from traditional boxing two
years earlier after a win over Andre Berto that saw him hang up
his gloves with an undefeated 49-0 record.
In December last year, Mayweather fought Japanese MMA star
Tenshin Nasukawa in a widely ridiculed three-round exhibition
fight, winning in the first round.
(Source: AFP)

Djokovic’s Serbia beaten
by Russia in Davis Cup
quarter-finals
Novak Djokovic’s Serbia missed out on the Davis Cup semi-finals
as he and partner Viktor Troicki lost the decisive doubles against
Russia despite having three match points.
The 16-time Grand Slam champion had levelled the tie by
beating Karen Khachanov 6-3 6-3 after Andrey Rublev won 6-1
6-2 against Filip Krajinovic.
But Djokovic and Troicki lost 6-4 4-6 7-6 (10-8) to Khachanov
and Rublev in the doubles as Russia took the tie 2-1.
“I let my team down,” Troicki said.
The 33-year-old, who sent a straightforward volley long to
squander Serbia’s final match point, was speaking at an emotional
news conference, where captain Nenad Zimonjic and most of
the team were in tears.
“I never experienced such a moment in my career, in my life,”
said Troicki, who in 2010 won the final point that sealed the title
for Serbia against France in Belgrade.
“We were up in the tie-break. We had chances to finish it - we
didn’t do it. I messed up in the crucial moments.
“God gave me once to be the hero, maybe to win the Davis
Cup in the deciding rubber. Now he took it away. I’m really disappointed with myself.
“At the end there was one point that decided it. And I’m really, really disappointed in myself that I couldn’t hold my focus
till the end and finish.”
World number two Djokovic added: “It hurts, this really hurts
badly.”
(Source: BBC)

Russia’s anti-doping chief
says he expected WADA
suspension proposal
Russia’s anti-doping chief on Saturday said the World Anti-Doping
Agency’s recommendation that his country was non-compliant
with international rules was technically fair and expected.
If WADA chiefs adopt the panel recommendation in December,
Russia faces severe sanctions including a possible ban from the
2020 Tokyo Olympic Games.”Everything is in accordance with legal
logic, as was expected,” RUSADA chief Yury Ganus told Interfax
news agency after WADA said its Compliance Review Committee
had recommended the Russian agency’s suspension again.
“RUSADA is being issued non-compliance because the compliance decision it was handed in September 2018 was contingent,
and to keep it, two demands had to be met. These were met
formally but not properly,” Ganus said.
He added that the Russian agency will wait for the WADA
Executive Committee meeting on December 9 “where they will
discuss measures that need to be taken, and what we should do.”
Ganus stressed that suspension was not due to “the quality
of RUSADA’s work,” adding: “It’s a purely technical decision...
conditions were not met whose implementation was not up to us.”
Sports minister Pavel Kolobkov told Russian agencies that
he would reserve comment until December 9.
“It’s only a recommendation,” he said. “We’ll discuss it on
the 9th.”
Russia’s agency was reinstated in September 2018 on the
condition that it discloses all data from its Moscow laboratory
that is believed to be the centre of a systematic conspiracy to
switch tainted samples from the 2014 Sochi Olympic Games.
The Russian government has said all data has been sent over
as required and that Russian investigators had concluded it had
not been tampered with.
It had dismissed accusations that authorities handed over
falsified data.
(Source: France 24)

Buying Man Utd ‘dumb’ Britain’s richest man
Britain’s richest man, Sir Jim Ratcliffe, has said it would be “dumb
money” to buy Manchester United -- the team he supported as
a boy -- after claiming that the club have “lost the plot” since Sir
Alex Ferguson retired as manager in 2013.
Ratcliffe, who is worth a reported £20 billion following the
success of Ineos, his multi-national chemicals company, bought
Ligue 1 club Nice for €110m in August after exploring moves for
Chelsea, Newcastle and Leeds United.
But speaking to The Times, Ratcliffe said he did not consider
United because “[Ineos] never wants to be the dumb money in
town, never, never.”
“Not at the moment, no,” Ratcliffe said, when asked about
buying United. “They are in quite a big pickle as a business.
“They haven’t got the manager selection right, haven’t bought
well. They have been the dumb money, which you see with players like Fred.
“We won’t look elsewhere until we have had a good run here
[at Nice]. We need to find out how to be successful before you
ever want to write a big cheque. It’s quite difficult.
(Source: Soccernet)
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Leonard nails winner for Clippers
as Davis and James power Lakers
Kawhi Leonard nailed the go-ahead basket
with just 15 seconds remaining to lift the Los
Angeles Clippers to an entertaining 122-119
win over the Houston Rockets on Friday night.
Leonard finished with 24 points and six
rebounds, while Paul George had 19 points
and eight rebounds for the Clippers, who won
their fourth consecutive game.
“It feels great. We are trying to build something,” Leonard said. “We made a few little
mistakes in the first half, but we ended up
closing it out in the fourth though.
“We are building. This is just our second
game with everyone playing again and it has
just been great.”
Clippers’ Lou Williams scored all 26 of his
points in the second half in front of a crowd
of 19,000 at Staples Center arena.
James Harden had 37 points, 12 assists
and eight rebounds for the Rockets, who have
lost their last two games after going on an
eight-game winning streak.
Williams gave the Clippers a 118-117 lead
with 30 seconds remaining by draining a three
point shot. Harden then made two free throws
to restore Houston’s lead, 119-118, with 22
seconds to go.
After Leonard’s bucket, George helped
clinch it by making two free throws with one
second on the clock.
It was the first meeting between Houston’s
Russell Westbrook and George. They played
two seasons together with the Oklahoma City

Thunder before George left to join the Clippers.
The Thunder dealt Westbrook to the Rockets
a short time later.
Westbrook scored 22 points but he missed
a three point attempt late in the game which
would have given the Rockets a shot at victory.
Elsewhere, LeBron James had 23 points and
Anthony Davis made four clutch free throws in
the final ten seconds as the Los Angeles Lakers
pulled out a 130-127 win over the Oklahoma
City on Friday.
Davis finished with a team-high 33 points
and 11 rebounds, but it was his free throw

shooting that helped the Lakers seal the victory over the struggling Thunder.
Chris Paul made a layup with 11 seconds
remaining to get the Thunder to within 126-125
before Davis made a pair of free throws to put
the Lakers up by three with eight seconds left.
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored with four
seconds to go before two more free throws
from Davis gave the Lakers another threepoint cushion. The Thunder made a final long
desperation inbounds pass, but James stole
the ball from Steven Adams to end the game.
“We find a way to win no matter what the

game is,” said James. “This is a very good team
at home. They’ve struggled on the road a little bit, but we knew they were going to give it
their best punch.”
This marked the Lakers’ second win over
the Thunder in a span of three days, after beating Oklahoma City 112-107 on Tuesday at Los
Angeles. The Thunder have now lost three
straight and five of their last six.
The Lakers won their sixth straight game and
earned a 13th victory in their past 14 contests.
It is the seventh consecutive game that
James has posted double-digit assists. He
leads the league with an average of 11.3 assists per game.
Gilgeous-Alexander scored 24 points and
Adams added 22 for the Thunder.
Paul added 18 points and seven assists for
Oklahoma City, which tied a season-high in
points.
Lakers guard Rajon Rondo was ejected with
10:20 remaining when he earned his second
technical for a flagrant foul for putting his
right leg into the groin area of Thunder guard
Dennis Schroder.
Also, Luka Doncic posted his third straight
30-plus point game as the Dallas Mavericks
swept all four games on their recent homestand
with a 143-101 rout of the Cleveland Cavaliers.
Doncic, who rested on the bench for the
entire fourth quarter, finished with 30 points
and 14 assists on 11 of 18 shooting from the floor.
(Source: Eurosport)

Orban’s billion-dollar spending yet to
bring Hungary revival

Icardi, Di Maria hand PSG victory on
Neymar’s latest return

A video celebrating the inauguration of
Hungary’s Puskas Stadium shows Prime
Minister Viktor Orban kicking a football
across town from his office balcony above
the Danube right onto the pitch in the newlybuilt national football arena.
The $650 million, 65,000-seat venue
was officially opened last week and was built
to be ready for next year’s continent-wide
European Championship – a tournament
Hungary could miss.
The government has spent more than
$2 billion on football since Orban took
power in 2010, with nearly $400 million
in 2018 alone, according to budget data
summarised by the Hungarian Football
Association. That dwarfs previous spending on a sport that has failed to respond
to the investment.
The International Monetary Fund put
the country’s economic output at about
$160 billion last year – meaning one in
every 400 of those dollars financed football.
Hungary has hosted the 2017 World
Aquatics Championships as well as a number
of other international sports events and
some see Orban’s efforts as part of a ‘soft
power’ approach.
“He considers sports a breakout point,
a great tool to enhance the country’s image
abroad,” said Agoston Mraz, director of
the Nezopont Group, a think tank close
to Orban’s ruling Fidesz party.
“It is connected to everything: a multiplying effect in the overall economy, tourism,
media, and so on.
“It is a lot like Formula 1 and the Hungaroring (race track) was in the 1980s.
Its positive effect was a lot deeper than
immediately visible, which justified the
billions spent on it.
“The effect of these events benefits the
country in many, many ways.”

Neymar made his latest comeback from
injury for Paris Saint-Germain on Friday as
first-half goals by Mauro Icardi and Angel
Di Maria saw the Ligue 1 leaders ease to a
2-0 win over Lille at the Parc des Princes.
The in-form Icardi opened the scoring
from close range in the 17th minute with
his 10th goal in PSG’s last nine games, and
Di Maria doubled their lead just after the
half-hour mark.
Despite not being near their best,
Thomas Tuchel’s side were too strong for
the team who finished runners-up behind
them last season.
After just 14 games, PSG are 11 points
clear of second-placed Marseille, who play
on Sunday.
Neymar had not played for his club since
October 5, having suffered a hamstring
injury playing for Brazil against Nigeria
a week later.
It was just the latest spell on the sidelines
for the world’s most expensive player, who
has featured in barely half of PSG’s matches
since signing from Barcelona in 2017.
His decision to fly to Madrid to take in
the Davis Cup tennis this week did not go
down well with Tuchel, but the German
coach still handed Neymar a start here.
On just his sixth appearance of the campaign, Neymar lasted 65 minutes before
being replaced by Kylian Mbappe, who had
been struggling with illness in recent days.
“I didn’t expect too much from him because he has been out for six weeks. He
lacked precision and his usual sense of
timing but that is how it is,” said Tuchel
of Neymar.
The Brazilian only produced brief
glimpses of his class and headed straight
to the dressing room after being taken off,
with some supporters jeering the 27-yearold as he departed.

However, the investment has yet to pay
dividends on the football field with the
national team still struggling.
After a promising start to Euro 2020
qualification faded, Hungary must now enter
the playoffs, where they travel to Bulgaria
in March for a knockout match, with the
winners facing Iceland or Romania for a
place at the tournament.
Long gone are Hungarian football’s glory
days of global dominance in the 1950s, or
even their more modest achievements in
the late 1970s and ‘80s when they reached
the World Cup.
Since then, the fortunes of the national
team and Hungary’s club sides have been
in decline for over 30 years.
During that time, their appearance at
Euro 2016, when they reached the last 16,
has been Hungary’s only major tournament. Clubs have also failed to advance
beyond the group stages of the Champions’
League – and have reached even that phase
only twice.
Orban, a decent club player and lifelong
football fan, has considered it a personal
mission to turn that around.
He elevated sports to front and centre in
his government’s priorities and has made
lavish funds available for football to create
a world-class infrastructure.
He even founded a football academy
and a professional club in his home town
Felcsut, which have received more than
$130 million in state funds and private
gifts according to official filings.
Peter Kreko, an analyst at the Political
Capital think tank, believes it has been a
mistaken approach.
“State money follows a logic of power,
not one of efficiency and professionalism,”
Kreko said.
(Source: Reuters)

“It’s normal, lots of players do that,” insisted Tuchel, dismissing any controversy.
“Others go to the bench, but I didn’t
see it because I was focused on making
changes on the field. There is no need to
make a big thing about it.”
The main reason for Neymar’s withdrawal, however, will have been to keep
him fresh for next Tuesday’s trip to Real
Madrid when he will hope to make his
first Champions League appearance this
season.
Lille had beaten PSG 5-1 when the sides
last met in April, but they came here on
a run of just one win in nine and without
an away victory since March.
They were without their top scorer,
Nigerian striker Victor Osimhen, due
to suspension, and coach Christophe
Galtier had been left reeling when two
of his assistants -- Portuguese duo Joao
Sacramento and Nuno Santos -- left 48
hours before this game to team up with
Jose Mourinho at Tottenham Hotspur.
They still almost took a second-minute
lead through Xeka, but the midfielder’s
shot was saved by Keylor Navas.
Instead it was PSG who went in front
from their first chance, Icardi converting
at the far post after Jose Fonte had failed
to cut out Idrissa Gueye’s low centre.
Mike Maignan saved well from Gueye
before the home side scored again in the
31st minute through another of their Argentine contingent.
Both Di Maria and Icardi had scored
in PSG’s last game, a 2-1 win at Brest, and
both were fresh here having not featured
in the Argentina squad for their friendly
matches against Brazil and Uruguay.
On form they surely deserve to be playing for their country, however.
(Source: AFP)

Celtics’ Kemba Walker out of hospital, to be reevaluated Saturday
Boston Celtics point guard Kemba Walker was diagnosed
with concussion-like symptoms after being stretchered from
the court late in the second quarter of Friday night’s game
in Denver.
Walker was transported to a local hospital for further
evaluation and was later released to rejoin the team for its
return to Boston, the Celtics announced. He will be reevaluated Saturday.
Walker ran head-first into the abdomen area of teammate
Semi Ojeleye and immediately went to the floor. Early indications were that Walker did not suffer a significant injury
in the collision, sources told ESPN’s Adrian Wojnarowski.
Celtics coach Brad Stevens said after the game that he
didn’t have an update on Walker’s status, but that the scans

Walker underwent at halftime yielded good results.
“I saw him in the ambulance at halftime that took him to
the hospital, and he was -- he had his wherewithal, and in
pretty decent spirits, which was good, obviously,” Stevens said.
Walker grimaced in pain as he went down and play was
stopped as medical personnel from both teams tended to
him. He remained on the floor for several minutes.
Walker’s teammates gathered around, as did Nuggets
players. A brace was placed around his neck to stabilize the
area, and he was strapped to a backboard before being placed
onto a gurney and wheeled off the court.
“It’s tough on both teams to see that,” Stevens said of the
impact the injury had on the rest of the game, a 96-92 victory
for the Nuggets. “And it was good to get at least early reports

of good news from our standpoint. But the head injury thing
is super scary, and -- so you’re always thinking about it, and
you still have to play the last 27 minutes, which is -- not a
fun part of it, but I thought our guys and Denver competed
really hard the rest of the game.”
Earlier this month, the Celtics lost Gordon Hayward to a
fractured left hand. He suffered the injury when he collided
with LaMarcus Aldridge in a Nov. 9 game against San Antonio.
Ojeleye said he and the rest of the Celtics were praying
that Walker’s injury “wasn’t as bad as it looked.”
“I don’t ever want to be a part of that, anybody getting
injured, especially your teammate, so I’m just praying he
gets back as fast as possible,” he said.
(Source: ESPN)
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Iran have a long football history:
Engin Firat

S P O R T S TEHRAN— Newly-apd
e
s
k pointed Moldova coach
Engin Firat says he likes to play Iran national
football team in a friendly match since Team
Melli have a long history in football.
Firat has already worked in the Iranian
football teams and have a good knowledge
of the country’s football.
The 49-year-old coach came to Iran as
assistant coach of German head coach Werner
Lorant in Saipa in 2006. One year later, he
was appointed as Ali Daei’s assistant in Team
Melli. Firat has also worked as head coaches
in Iranian clubs Sepahan and Gostaresh.
Now, Firat has talked about his new role
in Moldova in an exclusive interview with
Tehran Times.
Tehran Times: You have been appointed
as new head coach of a minnow European
country. Moldova sit in 175th place in FIFA
rankings. Do you think you can help them
jump in the ranking?
Firat: Of course, that’s why I’m here. I am
the first-ever foreigner coach of Moldova in
their history and it shows that they want to
improve. Like everywhere I’ve worked, I am
going to bring success to the European team.
Moldova played against world champions France at the Euro 2020 qualifying. It
was a difficult debut for you, but your team
displayed a very well performance, however
you lost 2-1 to the world giants.
To play against the world champions in
Paris was so difficult but at the same time it
was a big chance for my team to show how
good we are. I think the 1-1 result was fair
but the referee’s decision went against us
because their goal came after a clear foul

15

Iran’s Ganjzadeh becomes
world Grand Winner in Male
Kumite +84kg
Iranian karate athlete Sajad Ganjzadeh has become the world’s
Grand Winner in the Male Kumite +84kg.
He recovers the title in Male Kumite +84kg after one year away
of the karategi with the golden embroidery. The Grand Winner in
2017 reclaims the honor after leading the standings of the category
following a convincing performance throughout the season.
The Iranian karateka, who is the current World Championships
runner-up, has won two gold medals this year, in Shanghai and Rabat.
The ceremony to honor the Grand Winners of 2019 will be celebrated in January 2020 during the Karate 1-Premier League Paris.
The 2019 Karate 1-Premier League will conclude in Madrid
(Spain) from November 29 to December 1. After six thrilling
events, the 2019 Karate 1-Premier League comes to an end in
Madrid where the Grand Winners will be confirmed. The closing
tournament of the season will crown the Best of the Best of the
year and will determine the next athletes to wear the special
karategi with the golden embroidery.
(Source: wkf.net)

Sardaz Azmoun scores again
as Zenit beat Rubin Kazan

from Olivier Giroud on our goalkeeper. The
first goal broke the players› motivation and
there was more pressure from the French.
It›s impossible not to whistle that.
As a coach who has worked in Iran
national football team and Iranian football
clubs, is there any similarity between two
countries?

Not at all. Moldova is a little country with
only three million people. Iran is very big
and has a big football history. We are more
focused to be a team like Iceland in the future.
Iceland have shown that the little countries
can also be successful in the world.
Do you like to play Iran - the best
Asian football country in FIFA ranking – in

a friendly match?
Of course, we like to play Iran. I have
already spoken with Ebrahim Shakouri
(Secretary General of Iran Football Federation) about a warm-up match. However, I think the friendly will be played
in the next year, when both teams will
have enough time to play.

Woman shooter Karamzadeh targets
Olympics medal

Iran too strong for Turkmenistan at
CAFA U23 Women’s Championship

S P O R T S TEHRAN — Iranid
e
s
k an shooter Fatemeh
Karamzadeh has her eyes set on 2020
Olympic Games.
She has recently booked her place at
the Olympics in the 14th Asian Shooting Championship held in Doha, Qatar
in early November, where she won a
bronze medal in the women›s 10m Air
Rifle along with Najmeh Khedmati and
Hosna Toutounchi.
Born in the Iranian southern port city

S P O R T S TEHRAN — Iran ded
e
s
k feated Turkmenistan
5-0 in their second match at the CAFA
U23 Women’s Championship on Saturday.
In the match held at the Central Stadium
in Hisor, Tajikistan, Fatemeh Geraeli and
Fatemeh Shaban each scored a pair of goals
for Iran and Hajar Dabagh was also on target.
Iran had started the campaign with a
4-0 win over Tajikistan.
Maryam Azmoun’s team will meet Kyrgyz
Republic on Monday.

of Bushehr, Karamzadeh says she lacks of
facilities to train shooting but will do her
best to win a medal in Tokyo.
“My mother has always encouraged me
in the sport. I think I’ve achieved success
with lack of facilities since I’ve worked hard
and trusted the God,” Karamzadeh said.
“Winning a medal in Olympics is my
dream. I want to make my dream come
true in Tokyo,” she added.
Iranian shooters have secured six quota
places at the 2020 Olympic Games.

All six Central Asian Football Association
members Tajikistan, Iran, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz Republic and Afghanistan compete on a
round-robin basis in Dushanbe and Hisor.
The winners will be determined following
the final day of competition next Thursday.
The Central Asian Football Association
(CAFA) is an association of the football
playing nations in Central Asia.
The tournament will be held in Dushanbe, capital of Tajikistan from November
22 to 28.

Russian federation names acting chief after suspensions
MOSCOW (Reuters) — Russia’s suspended athletics federation named an acting president on Saturday a day after the
sport’s global governing body halted its reinstatement process
and raised the possibility of it being expelled altogether.
Yulia Tarasenko, a federation vice-president, was named
acting president after a presidium meeting in Moscow, replacing Dmitry Shlyakhtin, who was among the seven people provisionally suspended by the Athletics Integrity Unit
(AIU) this week for serious breaches of anti-doping rules.
“The mood is not very cheerful. The situation at the federation is very difficult,” Tarasenko, who also serves as the
head of St Petersburg’s athletics federation, told reporters.
“We think there is a chance to keep fighting for the federation because we have a large number of athletes and
they shouldn’t suffer.”
Russia’s athletics federation was suspended in 2015 over
a report commissioned by the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) that found evidence of mass doping in the sport
and had since been trudging toward reinstatement.
This week, however, Shlyakhtin and other federation

officials were provisionally suspended for having provided
false explanations and forged documents to explain three
whereabouts violations by Russian high jumper Danil Lysenko, the silver medalist at the 2017 world championships.
Shlyakhtin told reporters on Saturday he had handed
his resignation to the federation’s presidium.
The charges against Shlaykhtin and the six others prompt-

ed World Athletics, the global governing body of athletics
formerly known as the IAAF, to suspend the federation’s
reinstatement process.
World Athletics said the taskforce overseeing Russia’s
efforts would make a recommendation on whether it should
be expelled entirely and that it would revise the procedure
used since 2016 to clear certain Russian athletes to compete
internationally after they demonstrated they are training
in a doping-free environment.
“Our main goal is to ensure that the athletes themselves
don’t suffer from this situation,” said Yuri Borzakovsky, the
2004 Olympic 800 meters champion who is head coach of
Russia’s national athletics team.
In addition to the turmoil at its athletics federation, Russia’s chances of competing at next year’s Tokyo Olympics are
in jeopardy after WADA’s Compliance Review Committee
recommended that Russian anti-doping agency RUSADA
be suspended again.
The recommendation came after WADA discovered inconsistencies in laboratory data provided by Moscow this year.

More Member Associations to benefit from inclusive AFC Champions League
The AFC Champions League, one of the
world’s most highly regarded club competitions, should be further enhanced, the AFC
Competitions Committee decided at their
meeting in Tokyo, Japan on the eve of the
2019 second leg final between Urawa Red
Diamonds (JPN) and Al Hilal (KSA).
And to grow the national team game
in Asia, in line with the AFC’s Vision and
Mission of keeping football the number one
sport on the Continent, it was agreed that a
‘week of football’ should be introduced for
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 Qualifiers
Final Round.
The second meeting of the Committee
for the cycle 2019 to 2023, chaired by Dr
Tran Quoc Tuan, heard that the idea of

S

expanding the AFC Champions League to
40 teams was to transform the competition
from ‘exclusive’ to ‘inclusive’ by increasing the number of Member Associations
competing from 12 to 20.
Chairperson Dr Tran said: “This is in
line with the expansion of the AFC Asian
Cup UAE 2019 when we saw the improvement in standards and I am sure, that in
club competitions, this move will have a
similarly positive effect.”
The decision will enable clubs from more
MAs to experience intense top-class club
competitions and so providing more high-level
development for players and coaches as well
as increasing the financial benefits for the
competing clubs.

The existing slots for the top six Member
Associations will not change but there will
be additional slots for the MAs ranked seven
to 10 and there will be an extra group of
four in both the West and East zones from
the 2021 season.
It was also recommended that the AFC
Champions League winners, should they not
qualify through their domestic league, be
given a guaranteed spot in the Preliminary/
Play-off place and the AFC Cup titleholders
would be given an automatic ACL Preliminary/Play-off place as well.
With regard to the 12-team FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 Qualifiers Final Round, the
Committee decided that in order to grow the
game in Asia, it was important to ensure

the matches were played on different days
within the international window.
This will allow fans to watch more matches
at this crucial point in the Asian Qualifiers
so to grow the interest and knowledge of the
game. Group A will play on Thursday and
Monday while Group B will play on Friday
and Tuesday on the three weeks when there
are two match days.
The Committee also approved to move
the AFC U23 Championship qualifiers from
July 2021 to June as well as agreed the
principle of the AFC Club Competitions
calendar from 2021-22, which will be further
considered at a Continental workshop in
the coming months.
(Source: the-afc)

TASNIM — Iranian forward Sardar Azmoun turned in another encouraging performance, scoring against his former club
Rubin Kazan.
Zenit defeated Rubin Kazan 2-1 in Kazan’s Central Stadium
on Saturday.
Azmoun was on target in the 8th minute but Yevgeni Markov
leveled the match in the 66th minute.
Artem Dzyuba scored the winner in the 79th goal to seal a
2-1 victory for the visiting team.
Zenit remain top of the Russian Premier League with 39
points after 17 weeks.
Rubin Kazan are 14th with 17 points.

Otsuki expects perfect
response from Urawa
Head coach Tsuyoshi Otsuki is expecting an “explosion” from
his team on Sunday as Urawa Red Diamonds attempt to overturn a 1-0 first leg deficit in the deciding clash of the 2019 AFC
Champions League final when the Japanese side take on Saudi
Arabia’s Al Hilal SFC.
Andre Carrillo’s goal separates the teams after the first game in
Riyadh two weeks ago to leave Urawa needing to score twice at Saitama Stadium to claim a record third AFC Champions League crown.
But while Otsuki will look to find the balance between pushing
his team to score the goals needed to add this year’s title to the ones
won in 2007 and 2017, he knows his players must strike the right
balance between attack and defence in their bid to make history.
“In a game like tomorrow we have to control ourselves, and
when I say control people think that we’re not going for it and
that we will be trying to control our emotions,” said Otsuki, who
has been at the helm of the team since May.
“But sometimes we need an explosion, emotionally and physically. I’m expecting my team to show an explosion tomorrow
and hopefully we will win.”
Otsuki declared his team injury-free ahead of the second leg
and the home side will also be boosted by the return of goalkeeper
Shusaku Nishikawa, who is available for selection after missing
the opening game due to suspension.
“Because we had the international break the team has been
able to prepare well,” he said. “I’m happy to be back at Saitama
and although it is cold I hope we can acclimatise well. The players
are highly motivated and hopefully we can do well.”
A bumper crowd is expected at Saitama Stadium on Sunday
as Urawa look to put to one side their disappointing domestic
form – Reds are currently 13th in the J.League standings - to
claim the continental crown.
The club threw open the doors of their training ground on Saturday
morning to their supporters and Otsuki is encouraging his players
to repay their backing with a victorious display against Al Hilal.
(Source: the-afc)

Mourinho era at Tottenham
starts with first away win
Jose Mourinho enjoyed the perfect start as Tottenham boss with
a 3-2 victory against city rivals West Ham United at the London
Stadium on Saturday.
Goals from Son Heung-Min, Lucas Moura and Harry Kane earned
Spurs their first away win in the Premier League since January.
The result sees Spurs temporarily leapfrog north London
rivals Arsenal into fifth place in the league table.
Mourinho was appointed the club’s head coach on Wednesday, hours on from Spurs announcing Mauricio Pochettino’s
sacking as manager.
Pochettino won his first game as Spurs manager away at West
Ham and Mourinho emulated his predecessor.
The Portuguese made three changes from the side that drew 1-1
to Sheffield United in Pochettino’s last game in charge of the club.
Moura, Harry Winks and Toby Alderweireld came back into the
starting lineup with Moussa Sissoko and Christian Eriksen on the bench.
Kane thought he scored the opening goal within the first minutes but the goal was rightly disallowed for offside.
Spurs were comfortable throughout the first half and took the lead
after 36 minutes when Son scored the first goal of the Mourinho era.
Dele Alli found himself in space and played a through ball
to the South Korea international who notched his sixth goal in
six games in all competitions.
Spurs doubled their lead two minutes before the break as Alli
produced a stunning flick on the floor to set up Son on the left
hand side, who crossed for Moura to score.
The visitors sealed the victory three minutes into the second
half when Kane scored with a header from a Serge Aurier cross.
Spurs have dropped 12 points from winning positions this
season and there were nerves when Michail Antonio got a goal
back with 15 minutes to go.
Angelo Ogbonna scored in the last minute for West Ham but
Spurs held on for the win.
(Source: ESPN)
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GUIDE TO
SPIRITUAL AWAKENING
He who is covered with the garment of decency will
not reveal his defect or his secrets to people.
Imam Ali (AS)

Docs from Balkan to screen at
Iranian festival
A
d

T TEHRAN — A lineup of seven
k documentaries from the Balkan filmmakers
is scheduled to be screened at the 13th Cinéma Vérité in
Tehran during December.
The films will be reviewed in the Perspective section,
the organizers announced on Saturday.
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Evening: 17:21

Dawn: 4:13

(tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:49 (tomorrow)
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“That Night’s Train” named best
film at Roshd festival

1
“Child of the Earth” by Mojgan Bayat
from Iran, about a Yemeni boy who loses
his family in the war and flees to Iran,
won second prize, and “Alfons Jitterbit Countdown to Chaos” by Mark Schlichter
from Germany, about a teenage boy who
wants to be an inventor and an astronaut,
received an honorable mention.
In the short film section, “Needle” by
Iranian director Yusef Jafari won first prize,
while “The Sweetness of Life” by Horacio
Romo Mercado from Mexico was selected
as second best short.
“Needle” is about a group of volunteers
who goes to a village to give the
inhabitants free services. Although there
are no children in the village, they can see
some signs that make them believe there
are some children hidden somewhere
in the vicinity.
“The Sweetness of Life” is about a
little girl who is trying to cope with her
grandfather’s death, despite her mother’s
efforts to keep her away from it.
First prize in the documentary section
went to “Reckless” by Alireza Dehqan. It is
about the lack of water and drought in Iran.
Second prize was awarded to “I Want
to Go to School” by Putri Purnama Sagua
from Malaysia. The film is about a group of
children who don’t have access to education.
“Like and Follow” co-directed by Brent
Forrest and Tobias Schlage from Japan was
named best animation, and second prize in
this section went to “Zari, Zari, Kakol Zari”
by Mahin Javaherian from Iran.
“Like and Follow” tells the story of a
little boy that can’t see anything but his
smartphone. Each time he starts to realize
the beauty and dangers of the world around
him his smartphone forces his attention
back to the screen.
“Zari, Zari, Kakol Zari” is a musical short
animated film about a hen named Kakol Zari,
who goes out of her house and faces some

Iranian director Hamidreza Qotbi (R) accepts the best film award for his film “That Night’s Train” at the closing ceremony
of the 49th Roshd International Film Festival in Tehran on November 22, 2019. (Mehr/Mohammad Moheimani)
dangers including a cute cat.
The jury of the International Centre of
Films for Children and Youth (CIFEJ) in the
festival gave its prize to “Doch” by Iranian
director Amir Mashhadiabbas.
The film is about Gholamreza, a teenage

boy who wants to have a new bicycle but
he cannot afford to buy it. Towards this
goal, he enters a contest organized by the
Literacy Movement Organization to teach
the last illiterate person in a village to raise
the funds for the bicycle. But the last illiterate

is a 90-year-old woman with bad hearing
and poor eyesight.
The 49th Roshd International Film Festival
was held in Tehran from November 15 to 22
and will next move to other Iranian cities
throughout the year.

Tehran Symphony Orchestra to observe Sacred Defense

A scene from “Wild Berries” by Marianna Vas and Hedda
Bednarszky.
The lineup includes “My Father the Spy”, a co-production
of Lithuania, Germany and the U.S. by Gints Grube, Jaak
Kilmi, “Wild Berries”, a co-production of Romania, Hungary
and Portugal by Marianna Vas and Hedda Bednarszky,
and “Immortal”, a co-production between Estonia and
Latvia by Ksenija Okhapkina.
“Home Games” by Alisa Kovalenko from Ukraine,
“Regeneration” by Emir Kapetanovic from Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and “The Sun Sets in the East” by Alexander
Belinski and Agne Dovydaityte from Lithuania are also
included.
A documentary by Croatian filmmaker Neven Hitrec
will also be screened in this section.
The Balkans are usually characterized as comprising
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia,
and Slovenia, with all or part of each of those countries
located within the peninsula.
Cinéma Vérité, Iran’s major international documentary
film festival, will be held from December 9 to 16.

Iranian cultural festival
opens in Pakistan
A
R
T TEHRAN — An Iranian cultural festival
d
e
s
k opened in the Pakistani capital of Islamabad
on Thursday.
The festival includes film screening programs, traditional
music performances and Persian art exhibitions.
“Season of Narges” by Negar Azarbaijani, “Zero to
Platform” by Sahar Mosayyebi, “Mermaid” by Masud
Aqababaian and “Track 143” by Narges Abyar are among
the films selected to be screened.

Loris Tjeknavorian conducts an unidentified orchestra
in an undated photo. (YJC/Mitra Samavaki)
A
R
T TEHRAN — The Tehran Symphony
d
e
s
k Orchestra will observe the 1980-1988
Iran-Iraq war by performing a piece composed by Loris

The festival also will be screening “We Have a Guest” by
Mohammad-Mehdi Asgarpur, “Rana’s Silence” by Behzad
Rafiei and “Sweetheart” by Jalal Dehqani.
Avaye Barbod, an Iranian traditional music ensemble
led by Faramarz Izi, is scheduled to give performances at
the Islamabad Club on Monday.
The festival, which will be running until November
30, is being co-organized by Iran’s cultural office and the
Pakistan National Council of the Arts.

“I must say that a number of Iranian youth lost
their lives for their homeland, and I made great
efforts to compose and complete this composition
last year and I hope it will be warmly received by the
audience,” he noted.
On his work “Peace and Friendship”, the maestro
said that the composition is composed of 10 movements
and was commissioned by the Ministry of Roads and
Urban Development.
The 82-year old maestro further noted that he would
like his works to be paid more attention, and that he
prefers to conduct his own compositions if he is going
to conduct an orchestra.
“I have composed about 90 works, which have not been
performed yet, and I want to perform them someday,”
he remarked.
The maestro donated his entire collection of scores to
the Music Museum of Iran two years ago.

Baku biennial displays works by Iranian artist
Hamid Aminifar
A
R
T TEHRAN — A collection of calligraphic
d
e
s
k paintings by Iranian artist Hamid Aminifar
is on display during the 6th International Biennial of
Contemporary Art Aluminum in the Azerbaijani capital of
Baku, Turkish daily Yeniçag has announced.
Azerbaijan State Art Gallery director Galib Gasimov and
a group of Iranian and Azerbaijani cultural figures and art
lovers attended the opening ceremony of Aminifar’s exhibition
at Gallery 1969 on Thursday.
Gasimov said that Aminifar has showcased his artworks
at numerous exhibitions across the world, but this is the
first time he is displaying his works in Azerbaijan.
The collection features verses of the Holy Quran and

Persian poetry.
In his brief speech, Aminifar expressed his thanks to the
organizers for making the arrangements for the exhibit.
Organized by the Ministry of Culture and the Union
of Artists of Azerbaijan, the biennial opened at the Baku
Museum Center on November 20 and will run for six days.
Over 40 foreign artists from 17 countries are participating
in the event, which aims to create interaction between artists,
curators and art experts from around the world.
The biennial’s exhibitions are also being organized at the
Shirvanshah’s Palace, Vajiha Samadova Exhibition Hall,
Icherisheher Contemporary Art Center and Gala State
Historical Ethnographic Reserve.

An art aficionado visits an exhibition of calligraphic
paintings by Iranian artist Hamid Aminifar at Gallery
1969 in Baku, Azerbaijan on November 21, 2019. (Yeniçag)

Cinéma Vérité to screen docs from Millennium Festival

A poster for “Arreo” by Tato Moreno from Argentina.

A scene from “Season of Narges” by Negar Azarbaijani.

Tjeknavorian for the event that is called the Sacred
Defense in Iran.
Speaking during a press conference in Tehran on Saturday,
Tjeknavorian said that he will conduct the orchestra during
three concerts, which will be held at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall
from November 27 to 29.
The piece and Tjeknavorian’s other composition “Peace
and Friendship” will be performed during the concerts.
“I have had the honor to conduct the Tehran
Symphony Orchestra, which is scheduled to perform
my compositions ‘Sacred Defense’ and ‘Peace and
Friendship’,” he said.
“The orchestra has held rehearsals constantly and
I hope we will give our best performances during the
concerts,” he added.
“When the Iran-Iraq war began, I was forty and I was quite
impressed and wanted to write an appropriate composition.
However, it took 15 years to be accomplished,” he remarked.

A
R
T TEHRAN — Seven documentaries
d
e
s
k previously screened at the Millennium
Festival in Belgium are scheduled to be reviewed in a
special program at the 13th Cinéma Vérité, Iran’s major
international documentary film festival.
The films will be screened in the Mirror of a Festival
section, the organizers have announced.
The Millennium Festival highlights films whose
themes are linked to the major challenges and
objectives of the 21st century, and which reflect
humanity’s dreams and ambitions for a more fair
and equitable world.
The documentaries are “Arreo” by Tato Moreno from
Argentina and “The Color of the Chameleon” by Jorge

Lubbert and Andres Lubbert from Germany.
Also included are “A Woman Captured” by Bernadett
Tuza-Ritter from Hungary, “Heart of Stone” by Claire Billet
and Olivier Jobard from France, and “It’s Not Yet Dark”
by Frankie Fenton from Ireland.
“The Other Side of Everything”, a co-production of
Serbia, France and Qatar by Mila Turalic, and “Welcome
to Sodom”, a co-production between Austria and Ghana
by Christian Krones and Florian Weigensamer are also
included.
In addition, Zlatina Rousseva, the artistic director of
the Millennium Festival, has been invited to attend the
Cinéma Vérité festival, which will be held in Tehran from
December 9 to 16.

Miniature Bronte manuscript returns to author’s childhood home

PARIS (Reuters) — A miniature
manuscript written by the teenage
Charlotte Bronte is returning to her
childhood home in West Yorkshire after
it was bought by a British museum at
auction in Paris.
The Bronte Parsonage Museum
bid 780,000 euros ($862,600) for the
unpublished manuscript, written by Bronte
when she was 14 years old. The museum’s
fundraising campaign was boosted by an

appeal from actress Judi Dench.
Dench, the doyenne of British theater
and film and honorary president of the
Bronte Society, had urged the public to help
bring the “little book home to Haworth”
by donating money.
“They’re absolutely delighted. It’s
the second time they’ve tried to buy
this manuscript,” said Ed Maggs, who
represented the museum at the Drouot
auction house. “To finally bring it home

for them now is a great moment.”
The manuscript is one of a series
of periodicals written by Bronte and
her sisters that they called The Young
Gentlemen’s Magazine. Five of the six
written by Charlotte Bronte are known
to survive and are already held by the
museum.
Filled with over 4,000 tiny written
words, the manuscript is made up of stories
with characters from ‘Glass Town’, an

imaginary world invented by the Bronte
children. The folded pages are stitched
into a crude brown paper cover.
“They are the most evocative record,
memory of childhood,” Maggs said.
The museum raised more than 84,000
pounds ($108,872) in public donations to
supplement a fund it already raised from
other sources to bid for the manuscript.
Bronte, whose works included Jane
Eyre and Villette, died in 1855.

