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Exports by SMEs
up $450m in 6.5
months yr/yr
TEHRAN — Iranian small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) exported
$1.49 billion worth of commodities since
the beginning of the current Iranian calendar year (March 21) up to October 7,
$450 million more than the figure for
last year’s same period.
4

Iran, IAEA sign new
projects for technical
cooperation
TEHRAN — Kazem Gharibabadi,
Iran’s ambassador to the Vienna-based
international organizations, has said
that Iran and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) have signed new
projects for technical cooperation in
nuclear industry.
2
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Syrian army wrests
full control over
northern village
Syrian government forces have managed to wrest full control over a village
in the country’s northwestern province
of Idlib.
Syria’s official news agency SANA reported that units of Syrian units could
seize back al-Musheirifa village on Sunday
afternoon following heavy exchanges of
gunfire with members of the Jabhat Fateh
al-Sham Takfiri terrorist group, formerly
known as al-Nusra Front.
13
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The future of Islam and Muslims

Mohammad Ghaderi
Tehran Times editor-in-chief
@ghaderi62

How Iran has managed to survive is a miracle. Iran’s ability to survive in the face of harsh
economic sanctions provides a source of strength
and hope. It raises the question as to what is the
power behind the survival of Iran, whose living
standard and infrastructure is still better than
most of the well-off Muslim states.
I have recently spent three months in Iran
during which I have very closely observed the
social, cultural, political and economic conditions
of Iran. The Iranians are a dignified people with
a remarkable history and civilization. They have
supported their government, because they know
the external powers see their civilization as a
competing force.
America wants a political hegemony and Iran
is seen as a power but why? Iran was certainly not

I

t is not possible to trace recent events
without considering the key factors
influencing them.
Following the U.S. withdrawal from
the JCPOA and re-imposition of economic
sanctions on Iran in May 2018, Trump
and his security team, who have adopted
extremist approaches, expected that the
Islamic Republic would surrender and
would collapse within a few months.
Since May 2018 that Iran has let its
guard down and adopted “active resistance”
policy against U.S. “maximum pressure”
campaign, the scene of confrontation between Iran, the United States and its regional and extra-regional allies completely
changed in favor of Iran. The course of
events in favor of Iran was so pervasive
that even the most radical U.S. think tanks
were forced to admit the failure of the maximum pressure strategy against Tehran.
When Trump failed to make Iran to
give up, contrary to his regional allies’
opinion, tried to reach Iran to gain reputation, but his plan did not work out due
to Iran’s rejection.
Trump’s unstable political situation
on the eve of the 2020 election along with
his unpredictable behavior, caused joint
Israeli-Western-Arab think tanks put a
plan against Iran on its agenda. The costly
plan, with its complicated design, aims to
create insecurity inside Iran. It uses the
fourth generation warfare model.
Recently, there have been reports that
some countries have launched a joint plan
to make Iran insecure and unstable. By
studying the information provided by a
neighboring country’s intelligence agencies
and also through investigating Ruohollah
Zam, such an event was expected to happen.
Reforming gasoline price seemed
inevitable and predictable. The reform
prepared the ground for the enemies to
launch a war against the Iranian nation
under the pretext of “the right to protest”.
Gasoline price hike and concerns over
rising costs of goods and services, which
are unbearable for majority of people, led
to a natural, acceptable and peaceful reaction by the people of different classes
of society. But, Iran’s foes exploited people’s legitimate demands and completely
derailed them.
2

Fresh arrests in Saudi Arabia net intellectuals, entrepreneurs: sources
Saudi Arabia has detained at least eight people,
mostly intellectuals and writers, two sources including London-based Saudi rights group ALQST
said, amid a two-year crackdown on free expression in the kingdom.
They were taken from their homes in the capital
Riyadh and the Red Sea port city of Jeddah last
week by plainclothes police but the reason was
unclear, said one of the sources.
The Saudi government communications office did not immediately respond to a request
for comment.
Riyadh denies having political prisoners, but
senior officials have said monitoring of activists, and potentially detaining them, is needed
to maintain social stability.
Those detained are not frontline activists, the

Tehran Times/ Mohammad Khakbarz

Some important
points about recent
unrest in Iran

By Quayyum Raja
KASHMIR — Islam is a universal faith. Anyone
from anywhere at any time can embrace Islam
and has been doing so ever since the dawn of
Islam. Therefore, the future of Islam is bright,
but the future of the current Muslim states looks
very bleak.
Why? Because most of the Muslim states are
either fighting their own people or against each
other. There is no independent foreign policy
due to external interference.
Any Muslim state which tries to have its
own foreign and economic policy is targeted by
the imperialists and the other fellow Muslims
watch it idle by. Iran is a prime example, which
has been facing unjustified economic sanctions
for decades.

seen as a threat for America during the Shah era.
So, what is the difference? The main difference
is that Shah had allowed America to change its
culture and control resources and foreign policy.
In comparison, the post-revolution Iran has
maintained its independence in the face of all
difficulties and proved clear difference between
“Oral Islam” that existed during the Shah era
and practicing Islam brought about by Ayatollah
Khomeini. The practicing Islam emerged out of
firm belief in Allah (SWT) and the life after death.
Over a century ago, Dr. Allama Iqbal, the poet
and philosopher, who is a Kashmiri by background,
but known in Iran as Iqbal Lahori, wrote extensively in Farsi despite being in Persia. His poetry
showed to what extent he adored the Persian
language and culture.
3

sources said. Some are intellectuals who have
published articles or appeared on television while
others are entrepreneurs.
As Riyadh takes over the presidency of the
Group of 20 countries, it is struggling to overcome
intense international criticism over its human
rights record, including last year’s killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi, the arrest of women’s
rights activists and the devastating Yemen war.
Even as Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman touted economic and social openness in the
traditionally closed-off country, the authorities
rounded up critics, an effort that gathered pace
in Sept. 2017 with the arrests of prominent Islamist clerics, some of whom could now face
the death penalty.
An anti-corruption campaign two months later

netted top businessmen and senior officials. It
was criticized as a power play and shakedown
of the crown prince’s potential political rivals.
In mid-2018, more than a dozen women’s
rights activists were arrested just as Riyadh lifted
a ban on women driving cars. Local media tarred
them as traitors, and a court has charged some
of them with crimes including contacts with
foreign journalists.
This April, eight people, including two U.S.
citizens, who had supported the detained women
were also arrested.
Public protests, political parties and labor
unions are banned in Saudi Arabia, where the
media are controlled and criticism of the royal
family can lead to prison.
(Source: Daily Star)

Foreign students
residing in Iran
take part in
robotics contest
The first international robotics contest for foreign
students residing in Iran kicked off on Saturday
in the Persian Gulf island of Kish. Fourteen teams
of students from Australia, Azerbaijan, Croatia,
India, Britain, Japan, Pakistan, Tanzania, the
United States, France, Ukraine, Greece, Romania, and a team of deaf students participated in
the 3-day event.
Some 400,000 students of foreign origin are
currently studying in Iran.

ARTICLE
Afshin Majlesi
Tehran Times journalist

Iran at the height of
travel season

P

erhaps it is tough to define a best time
for visiting Iran, which is known as a
four-season country, I mean spring,
summer, fall and winter; each having its
own charms and travel lovers.
However, from a wider point of view,
like any other international destination, there is usually a low-season and
a high-season for typical globetrotters
in particular when it comes to whether
conditions or saving time and money.
Wicked weather for majority of travelers
could mean snowy slopes for outdoor
enthusiasts.
Some experts say there is a lot to love in
Iran during the fall (September, October
and November) when many places emerge
from their winter blanket as pomegranates take the center stage in every corner.
Others add the spring (March, April, and
May) when you can also find fair weather
almost everywhere; not too hot and not
too cold.
However, any time of year you pick
to vacation, usually affects prices you’ll
pay and your travel experience, as you
know busy seasons attract lots of tourists
to popular destinations. Some folks would
rather book a getaway during a peak season
to have ideal weather or because it works
best for family holidays.
To find good rates, if you don’t mind
hot weather, you may tour Iran between
June and September or even during wintertime when it’s slightly colder.
I, personally, am in favor of roaming
in low or shoulder season when things
are cheaper and quieter!
Don’t forget to mind public holidays
and religious events that are of high importance as well, for instance; Norouz (Iranian New year), which usually spans from
March 21 to April 6 each year); Ramadan
(dates vary), when eating and drinking
is forbidden just in public; and the first
ten day of the lunar month of Muharram
(dates vary) when mourning ceremonies
for Imam Hussein (AS), the third Shia
Imam, are observed in every corner of
the country.

Official views

On Saturday (Nov. 23), Deputy Tourism Minister Vali Teymouri talked on
the matter, calling “the second half of
autumn” as the peak of foreign tourists’
visits to Iran.
10
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Abbas Keshavarz
appointed as caretaker
agriculture minister
TEHRAN(MNA) – In a decree on Monday, President Rouhani
appointed Abbas Keshavarz as the acting agriculture minister
in place of Mahmoud Hojjati.
After President Rouhani accepted the resignation of Mahmoud
Hojjati, former agriculture minister, earlier today, he appointed
Abbas Keshavarz as the acting agriculture minister to replace
Hojjati this afternoon.
Hojjati’s resignation comes as the Iranian Parliament was
slated to impeach him in a session tomorrow.
In his decree, the president invoked Article 135 of the Constititutopon to appoint Keshavarz as the caretaker agriculture
minister, calling on him to use all the facilities and the personnel
of the Agriculture Ministry to serve the noble nation of Iran as
well as the sacred Islamic Establishment.

Iran says three countries
have accepted to join
Hormuz peace initiative
P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Foreign Ministry spokesman Abd
e
s
k bas Mousavi announced on Monday that three
countries have accepted to join Iran’s Hormuz peace initiative.
“Three countries have given written response to Iran’s invitation and other countries are studying it,” Mousavi told a
regular press briefing.
He did not name the countries.
At the United Nations summit in New York in late September,
Iran officially unveiled a proposal for regional security, officially
called the Hormuz Peace Endeavour (HOPE).
“Based upon the historical responsibility of my country in
maintaining security, peace, stability and progress in the Persian
Gulf region and Strait of Hormuz, I would like to invite all the
countries directly affected by the developments in the Persian
Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz to the ‘Coalition for Hope’, meaning Hormuz Peace Endeavor,” President Hassan Rouhani told
the UN delegates.
Foreign Minister Zarif has invited all regional states to join
Iran’s initiative for securing the Persian Gulf and the Strait of
Hormuz.
In a tweet in September, Zarif said the initiative entails “dialogue, confidence-building, freedom of navigation, energy security,
non-aggression, and non-intervention”.
In a post on his Twitter account on October 15, Zarif renewed
Iran’s call to all countries bordering the Persian Gulf to join Tehran’s initiative to “forge a blueprint for peace, security, stability,
and prosperity” in the region.
In his press briefing, the Foreign Ministry spokesman called
on certain Persian Gulf Arab states to abandon reliance on foreign forces for their security, saying dependence on foreigners
is just an “illusion”
“We called on the countries to respond to Iran’s peace-seeking
call and abandon illusions. We have stressed that presence of
foreign countries undermines security and stability. We hope
this initiative of Iran would face with positive response,” Mousavi
stated.
He reiterated Tehran’s long-held position that Iran welcomes
reducing tension in the region.
‘Iran reserves right to take essential action in response to Sept. attack on tanker’
Mousavi also said that Iran reserves the right to take essential
action about the September 11 attack on its oil tanker in the Red Sea.
“The case is under study. We have announced the missile
attack was carried out by certain large destructive equipment…
Iran is waiting to see what country was involved in the attack
and will take essential actions,” he stated.
Two separate explosions, possibly caused by missile attacks,
hit the SABITI oil tanker owned by the National Iranian Tanker
Company (NITC). The vessel was struck 60 miles from the Saudi
port city of Jeddah.
‘IAEA must act independently’
Mousavi also said that the International Atomic Energy Agency
must act neutrally as the United States imposes sanctions on the
Fordow nuclear plant.
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced on November 18 that the U.S. will no longer waive sanctions related to the
Fordow nuclear plant after Tehran resumed uranium enrichment
work at the site more than a year after Washington withdrew
from the nuclear pact and imposed sanctions on Iran.
Mousavi said, “We do not see the United States’ officials in
the position to talk about Iran’s commitments under the JCPOA
[the 2015 nuclear deal]. They quit the JCPOA and cannot make
comments. However, Iran continues cooperation with the Agency. Various reports of the Agency show depth of cooperation.”
The spokesman also said that South Korean president’s envoy
plans to visit Iran. He did not give further details.
‘Constitution upholds people’s right to protest’
Mousavi also said that Iran’s constitution upholds people’s right
to protest, however, he noted that riot is separate from protest.
He also said those countries which provoked unrest in Iran
“must accept their responsibility”.
In the peaceful protests in certain cities that followed an increase in gasoline prices some hooligans and individuals allied
to groups such as the MKO, PJAK and monarchists resorted to
acts of violence and attacked police with arms and knives and
put banks and other buildings on fire.
“Terrorist groups took action during the recent protests and
security and judicial bodies are studying the issue,” Mousavi
pointed out.
The announcement to increase petrol price was announced
at nighttime on November 14. It went into force a day later.

Iran, IAEA sign new projects
for technical cooperation
1
“Our country’s Atomic Energy Organization and the
Agency [IAEA] held technical talks and are supposed to continue
implementing two projects of technical cooperation in areas of
power plants and cancer treatment in 2020 and 2021,” IRNA
reported Gharibabadi as saying on Monday.
“In addition to that, four new projects for technical cooperation have been signed,” the ambassador said.
He added, “These projects, whose implementation requires
over one million euro and are financed by the Agency, are in
areas of promoting safety in exploiting nuclear research reactors, promoting human capacities in area of nuclear fuel and
also promoting capacity of producers in area of main grains and
also managing waste.”

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN – People
d
e
s
k poured into Tehran’s main
streets in very large numbers on Monday
afternoon to show their allegiance to the Islamic Republic system and deplore rioters
who misused the peaceful protests against
an increase in gas price to commit acts of
violence.
The marchers gathered in Enqelab (Revolution) square to underline their support
for the Islamic Republic system, express loyalty to the Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and also voice their
outrage of the rioters and the enemies who
are seeking to destabilize Iran.
Before the massive rally in Tehran, certain other cities across the country staged
rallies to condemn moves detrimental to
public security.
Marchers in Tehran chanted slogans in
support of Velayat Faqih (Guardianship of
the Islamic Jurist) and against the U.S., Israel
and certain reactionary regimes in the region
which incited violence during the protests
last week.
Demonstrators used four main streets to
gather in Enqelab square. They are as follows:
First path: From north (north Kargar
street towards Enqelab square);
Second path: From south (Hor square,
south Kargar street towards Enqelab square);
Third path: From east (Ferdowsi square
towards Enqelab square);
Fourth path: From west (Navab traffic
light, Azadi street towards Enqelab square).
Chief Commander of the Islamic Revolu-

tion Guards Corps Major General Hossein
Salmi delivered a speech at the gathering of
the demonstrators in Enqelab square.
Salami told the gathering that riots were
the results of a “comprehensive global scenario” against the Islamic Republic.
The senior general added, “Today, Iran
is in a great world war.”
On November 15, the government increased gasoline price. However, the legitimate
public protests against the price increase were
directed at sowing chaos through targeted
attacks on public and private properties,
forcing law enforcement forces to step in
to stop saboteurs.

The rioters used guns and knives to
attack security forces. The IRGC Deputy
Chief Ali Fadavi said on Sunday that rioters shot at people and security forces
from a distance of one to one and a half
meters. Fadavi said the riots were contained within 48 hours.
Early estimates of an intelligence body
showed that a sum of nearly 87,000 protesters and rioters had taken part in protest
rallies and gatherings since November 15,
when increase in gas price went into effect.
A large number of protesters, who over
93% of them were men, had only been present in the gathering centers and avoided

joining the rioters in sabotage attacks.
“The identical methods of the main core
of violent rioters discloses that they are fully
trained individuals who have been prepared
and looking forward for the situation to riot,
unlike most people who have been taken off
guard by the sudden hike in gas price,” the
intelligence report said.
It showed that gatherings had been comprised of 50 to 1,500 people in 100 places in
the country out of a number of 1,080 major
towns and cities. The report said violent raids
and damage inflicted on properties are larger
than what happened in the February 2018
unrests.
Most cases of damage to properties had
happened in Khuzestan, Tehran, Fars and
Kerman provinces.
The report said most casualties had resulted from armed attacks on gas stations
and military centers, adding that a number
of police and Basiji forces were martyred in
these attacks.
Nearly 1,000 people were arrested across
the country while over 100 banks and 57 big
stores were set on fire or plundered in just
one province.
The Iranian Intelligence Ministry announced in a statement last week that it
had identified several rioters who misused
the protest rallies.
“The main culprits behind the riots…
have been identified and proper measures
are being adopted and the honorable nation
will be informed about its result later,” the
statement said.

Analyst says failure to join FATF will not meet Iran’s interests

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN – Abdolhossein
d
e
s
k Sasan, a political and economic analyst, has said that refusing to join
the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) will
block Iran’s financial interaction with other
countries.
“Iran is now at a very important juncture
in comparison to past years. I believe we can
improve our economic situation with making
right choices and avoid moving towards isolation,” he told IRNA in an interview published
on Monday.
Gholamreza Mesbahi-Moghadam, a member of the Expediency Council, has said that the
council has canceled studying the Palermo bill.
Talking to the Mehr news agency in an
interview last week, he said since a one-year
time by the council to assess the pros and cons
of Palermo with the “country’s expediency”
has ended its study is actually out of question.
Mesbahi-Moghadam added, “The deadline
for the Expediency Council to study CFT has
not passed yet.”
The overall atmosphere in the Expediency
Council is against approving the FATF. The
opposition to ratifying the FATF rose after

the abrogation of the 2015 nuclear deal by
the United States and the return of sanctions.
Mesbahi-Moghadam, a cleric trained in
economy, noted, “In a situation in which the
country is under the most severe sanctions,
joining such conventions is self-inflicted sanctions. In the situation in which the United States
seeks to limit the country’s financial relations, it
is not beneficial to join institutions like FATF.”
The parliament ratified the FATF in October 2018, however the oversight Guardian
Council rejected the bill. Whenever there is
a dispute between the parliament and the

Guardian Council on a bill it is referred to
the Expediency Council for final arbitration.
Jalal Mahmoudzadeh, an MP representing
Mahabad in the parliament, said on Tuesday
that joining the FATF will reduce effects of
sanctions and help economic interaction.
“Foreign investment will increase and economic interaction will expand if Iran joins this
international body,” he told IRNA.
The Paris-based Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) said on October 18 that it has
given Iran a final deadline of February 2020
to tighten its laws against money laundering
in compliance with the global watchdog’s financial standards.
“If before February 2020, Iran does not
enact the Palermo and Terrorist Financing
Conventions in line with the FATF Standards,
then the FATF will fully lift the suspension of
counter-measures and call on its members and
urge all jurisdictions to apply effective counter-measures, in line with recommendation
19,” the FATF said in a statement, Reuters
reported.
One of the actions Iran is required to take to
appease the FATF is to ratify the CFT, the con-

vention combatting the financing of terrorism.
Mesbahi-Moghadam, who served as parliament representative for two four-year terms,
had also told ISNA in an interview last month
that the council has set aside studies to approve
bills related to the FATF.
“Palermo and CFT will help the United
States to identify the ways we circumvent
the sanctions. We will not tighten sanctions
by our own hands,” he remarked.
However, the government is pushing for
the approval of the FATF. Talking in a cabinet meeting on October 23, President Hassan
Rouhani called on the Expediency Council to
approve the FATF related bills.
“It is our pride that we fight terrorists and
counter corruption, therefore we should not
allow allegations of money laundering against
our banking system,” Rouhani stated.
He added, “This hurts our country.”
Mahmoud Vaezi, the presidential chief of
staff, said on October 30 that Iran should use
the opportunity to join the FATF in order to
avoid self-inflicted sanctions.
He said those who oppose joining the FATF
should accept the responsibility for their actions.

Some important points about recent unrest in Iran

1
According to initial intelligence
calculations and assumptions, the plan of
creating “insecurity from inside” was expected
to be launched in the late 2019 or early 2020.
Due to the intelligence blows dealt to some
opposition groups over the past few months
coupled with increased public dissatisfaction
over gasoline price, the enemy decided to
carry out the plan earlier.
The economic, security, military and
media aspects of the recent war against the
Iranian nation strongly confirm the idea that
the recent violent incidents in various cities
were preplanned.
The U.S. has imposed economic sanctions
on Iran to frustrate and infuriate people and
then has accused the government of being
incompetent to deal with the sanctions’
consequences.
The next step in conducting the plan was
to train and organize riot groups and spread

them to some parts of the country, where
protests were likely to be formed against the
government.
The media outlets that fueled the recent
riots had the mission to lead and magnify
the unrest and portray it as a public move to
create human rights sensitivities in the world.
The rioters were focused on cities around
the capital rather than Tehran because these
places are more vulnerable to unrest. The
rioters were also trying to create insecurity
in important energy and economic centers
such as Bandar Mahshahr, Imam Khomeini
Port, Bushehr, Asaluyeh along with refineries
and power plants. The move shows that the
rioters intended to create a complete deflation
in the country. They also sought to overthrow
the government by undermining critical infrastructure and disrupting the export and
import process.
In this context, the plan to attack military

and police stations was carried out with the
aim of increasing the number of victims and
finding access to weapons.
Although many riot groups were already
equipped with illicit weapons, efforts to obtain
weapons owned by the armed forces would
increase fatalities.
On the other hand, arresting Rouhollah
Zam, the admin of Amad News Telegram
Channel also affected the failure of the recent
riot. During the unrest, the channel was not
able to launch a psychological warfare and
lead the rioters.
One of the important issues that need
to be considered in dealing with the recent
crisis is the role and function of the Internet.
Since the daily life of most Iranian people is dependent to the internet, the foes
assumed that Iran would either not block
the internet to prevent further discontent
or it would face widespread protests and

Shamkhani: Saudi attempt to explode
Iranian oil facilities aborted

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Secretary of
d
e
s
k the Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Ali Shamkhani revealed
on Sunday that Iran had successfully aborted
an attempt by a small group of foreign-backed
rioters to set oil facilities in the Persian Gulf
port city of Assaluyeh on fire.
The attack was meant to be in retaliation
for Yemenis’ attacks on the Saudi oil sites in
September, Shamkhani said.
Yemen’s Ansarulla movement attacked the
Saudi Aramco oil facility in September. However,
the United States and Saudi Arabia attributed
the attack to Iran without a substantial evidence.
The aborted attempt to detonate oil facilities in Assaluyeh came after the government
announced a substantial increase in gasoline
price on November 15.
“The attack on Assaluyeh had been planned
by the enemy,” Fars quoted Shamkhani as saying.
The top security official added, “The enemy
appeared to be seeking to avenge what the Yemen Ansarullah did in attacking Saudi facilities,
but it failed.”
A few days before Shamkhani’s revelations,
government spokesman Ali Rabiei had reported

of attempts to cause explosions at the Assaluyeh
oil pipeline facilities and a plan to attack sensitive telecommunications centers in Shiraz
and a number of military bases, Fars reported.
On November 15, the government raised extremely cheap gas price in order to moderate
the national consumption rate, which stands
at 110 million liters per day, 40 million liters
above the maximum domestic requirement.
The government has announced all proceeds
from the price increase will be paid in the form
of cash subsidy to reduce inflation effect on the
people.
According to the Planning and Budget Organization, the cash subsidy will be paid to 60
million citizens, who account for about 75 percent
of the Iranian population.
The price reform, required under law, had
been long delayed due to concerns regarding
probable backlash over price rise.
The measure’s adoption prompted initially
peaceful protests, but certain elements abused
the situation by destroying public property,
setting ablaze banks and gas stations among
other facilities, and opening fire on people and
security forces.

enormous economic damages.
However, with the internet shutdown,
the National Information Network (NIN)
was able to meet people’s minimum needs
in various aspects.
Of course, some alternative communication
ways were also provided for the agitators,
which effectively led to the identification of
many elements of the unrest by the intelligence agencies.
On the other hand, the remarks by Leader
of the Islamic Revolution who prompted the
real protesters to separate their way from
the rioters, public protests against the rioters, arrest of some ringleaders as well as
the internet shutdown helped end the crisis
within 48 hours.
The quiet and hasty return of Abraham
Lincoln aircraft carrier to the Persian Gulf is
also one of interesting events that indicates
foes’ hope for the success of the hostile plan.
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Iran will destroy enemies should they
cross redlines, IRGC chief warns
TEHRAN — Chief of the
d
e
s
k Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) warned on Monday that Iran
will destroy its enemies if they cross Tehran’s
red lines.
Major General Hossein Salami made the
remarks after referring to the U.S., Britain,
Israel and Saudi Arabia as the enemies of
the Islamic Republic.
Salami said anyone who takes measures
against Iran will be punished harshly.
“We have shown decency and tolerance,
but beware that our patience is running
out,” the senior general warned as he was
addressing a huge gathering of people in
Tehran in support of the Islamic Republic
in the aftermath of the violent unrest in
certain cities.
“Show respect to the Iranian nation,”
he said. “If this dense energy is released,
no enemy in any part of the world would
remain secure.”
Chief of the Iranian Army Abdolrahim
Mousavi also addressed the rally, saying the
Iranian nation would not tolerate rioters who
take orders from the U.S.
P O L I T I C A L

“Our nation feels and believes that they
should stand up against insecurity,” Major
General Mousavi said.
He also said the huge turnout of people

was testament to their deep understanding
of the primacy of security and hatred of insecurity and rioters.
People poured into Tehran’s main streets

on Monday afternoon to show their allegiance
to the Islamic Republic and deplore rioters
who misused the peaceful protests against
an increase in gas price to commit acts of
violence.
Hundreds of thousands took to the
capital’s main streets and gathered in
Enqelab (Revolution) square to underline their support for the establishment
and Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and voice their
opposition to the rioters and the enemies
of the Islamic Republic.
They chanted slogans to support Velayat
Faqih (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist)
and against the U.S., Israel and reactionary
regimes in the region which incited violence
during the protests.
Riots by a small number who had taken
advantage of legitimate public protests against
increase in gas price hike were directed at
sowing chaos through targeted attacks on
public and private properties, forcing law
enforcement forces to step in to stop saboteurs.
The rioters used guns and knives to attack
security forces.

Protestors are different from rioters and thugs: MP
TEHRAN — An Iranian parliamentarian
d
e
s
k said on Monday that those who protested
against increase in gas price definitely have nothing to share
with those who embarked on damaging public property and
attacking security forces.
Fatemeh Hosseini, who was addressing the Monday open
session in the Majlis, said, “Certainly, the path of those people who were unsatisfied ( with the hike in gas price) and
protested (against the plan) is completely separate from the
path of those thugs who embarked on looting and setting fire
on the public properties and harmed public feelings too.”
Touching upon Article 113 of the constitution based on
which the country’s president is responsible for implementation of the constitution, the Tehraners’ representative in the
Majlis said, “Why did you do nothing to materialize Article
27 of the constitution which lays emphasis on legality of
peaceful gatherings?”
In relevant remarks, Tehran Friday prayers leader said
based on the Article 27 of Iran’s constitution the people are
entitled to hold peaceful gatherings and rallies provided
that “principles of Islam” are not targeted.
The constitution’s chapter III (Article 19 to 42) refers to
the rights of the Iranian people saying, “Article 27 provides
for freedom of assembly, provided that arms are not carried
P O L I T I C A L

and the assemblies are not detrimental to the fundamental
principles of Islam. The law shall determine the details of
this exception.”
Ayatollah Seyed Ahmad Khatami said, “Nobody is against
protests. No one confronted the protestors, but it was clear
that some rioters embarked on riding on the protests’ waves.”
Group of people in certain cities across the country took
to the streets after the government announced a rise in subsidized gas price.

“The protests occurred following gas price rise. The
decision was made by heads of the three branches of the
government (the president, the parliament speaker and
the judiciary chief),” Khatami explained. “However,” he
added, “we must accept that the decision could be implemented in a better way. This is fair to accept reality. The
(decision makers) could justify the people (about positive
impacts of their decision). Our people understand and
accept the reality.”
On November 14, at night time, the National Iranian
Oil Products Distribution Company (NIOPDC) issued a
statement to recount details for new prices of gasoline in
the country, which was followed by another statement by
Vice-President and Head of the Management and Planning
Organization (MPO) Mohammad Baqer Nobakht who said
that the revenues from price increase would be paid in the
form cash subsidy to 60 million people.
According to the new formula, 60 liters of gasoline per
month is priced at 1500 tomans and any amount more than
that 3000 tomans.
The rationed 60 liters is increased 50 percent and the
rest 200 percent.
Despite substantial increase, Iran still has the cheapest
gasoline in the world.

ICT minister slams U.S. for lying over
internet blackout

JCPOA joint commission to convene
on December 6

TEHRAN – Iranian
d
e
s
k Minister of Information
and Communications Technology (ICT)
Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi has hit
back at the U.S. government for blacklisting
him over internet blackout in Iran, saying
the U.S. measure was based on a “big lie”.
Azari Jahromi said that neither he nor
the Ministry of ICT has had a role in the
Internet blackout or its reconnection in
Iran amid the recent unrest, saying it reveals the United States’ lie in this regard,
Tasnim reported.
The U.S. Department of the Treasury’s
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)
issued a statement on Friday blacklisting
him for what it called his role in “widescale
internet censorship,” a reference to a nationwide internet shutdown for security reasons
during riots against increase in petrol price.
The sanctions on Azari Jahromi came
a day after U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo threatened to impose even more
sanctions on Iran over the country’s handling of the recent riots.
“I’m not the only member of club of
sanctioned persons (Based on Trump’s
fairytales). Before me, Iran ICT startups,
Developers, Cancer patients and EB chil-

TEHRAN — Foreign
d
e
s
k Ministry spokesman
Abbas Mousavi said on Monday that the
Joint Commission of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) may convene on December 6 at the level of deputy
foreign ministers.
The latest developments in implementing the JCPOA will be discussed in the
meeting, he said during a press conference.
Iran has started to gradually reduce its
commitments to the JCPOA in response
to the United States which abandoned the
landmark deal in May 2018 and reinstituted sanctions.
So far, the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) has taken four steps
to cut back commitments in accordance to
paragraph 36 of the JCPOA which “allows
one side, under certain circumstances, to
stop complying with the deal if the other
side is out of compliance.”
On May 8, exactly one year after the
U.S. abandoned the deal, Tehran announced that its “strategic patience”
is over and began to partially reduce
its commitments to the agreement at
bi-monthly intervals.
In the first stage, Iran announced that

P O L I T I C A L

dren were there. I’ll continue advocating
access to Internet & I won’t let US to prohibit Iran development,” Azari Jahromi
tweeted on Friday.
In a tweet on Thursday, Pompeo said, “I
have asked the Iranian protestors to send
us their videos, photos, and information
documenting the regime’s crackdown
on protestors. The U.S. will expose and
sanction the abuses.”
Protests erupted in some cities in Iran
against increasing gasoline price. In certain cases, the protests turned violent as
some rioters clashed with police, using
knives and guns.
Rioters damaged public and private
property and put banks, gas stations, and
state buildings on fire.
Judiciary Chief Ebrahim Raisi said on
Friday that maintaining security is the most
important issue in the country, stressing
that the judiciary will not tolerate any threat
to the society’s tranquility.
“Today, Iran is known as the safest
country in the region, so we will not allow
anybody to put the people’s security in
danger,” Raisi pointed out, addressing a
gathering of Basiji students in the Imam
Ali sports stadium.

P O L I T I C A L

it will not limit its stockpile of the nuclear
fuel to 300 kilograms allowed under the
deal. On that date (May 8) Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council (SNSC) said if the
remaining parties to the JCPOA, especially
Europeans, devise a mechanism to protect
Iran from the sanctions’ effect in the twomonth deadline it will reverse its decision.
But since European parties missed the
deadline, on July 7 Iran announced that it
has started enriching uranium to a higher
purity than the 3.67%, thereby starting
the second step.
Again, as Europe missed the second 60day deadline, Iran moved to take the third
step, removing a ban on nuclear research
and development (R&D).
In the latest step, which was done on
November 6, Iran started injecting uranium
gas into 1,044 centrifuges at the Fordow
nuclear site. It was done at the presence of
inspectors from the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).
This happened again after the Europeans failed to take concrete step to save
the JCPOA.
Iran has said lifting ban on its oil export
and financial transactions are the main
conditions to reverse its decision.

The future of Islam and Muslims
1
Iqbal lamented the “Oral Islam”, where Muslims
had reduced Islam to rituals and customs and lacked
belief. It is unfortunately still the case today, where most
of the Muslim rulers are happy with “Oral Islam.” People
follow Islam out of a habit rather than an understanding
of the concept of Islam.
Pakistan was formed in the name of Islam, but it has
become more un-Islamic than it was before its formation in
1947. The educational curriculum of Pakistan comes from
Britain and the language of instruction right from the primary school is now English in Pakistan.
This is how the Pakistani children are being brainwashed, losing the knowledge of their own history,
culture and heritage. The Arab countries have Arabic
as their language of instruction but the level of research
is very limited and creativity hardly encouraged. This is
why the Arab world has not been able to contribute to
the world for centuries in terms of scientific knowledge
despite large resources.
Up until the 12th century, the Islamic world produced
scientists, scholars and poets like Omer Khayyam, Abu
Sinna, Ibn Khaldun, Abu al Qasim Ferdowsi, Sheikh Saddi
Shirazi and Syed Ali Shah Hamdani and many others within
a short span of time, but not half the figure in the last ten
centuries. So, what is the reason? It is simply because the
most Muslim countries do not have their own curriculum

in their own languages.
The imperialistic world has discovered a new weapon to
defeat and rule the people through a remote control. This is the
imposition of their education system in their own language.
The solution lies in the re-introduction of our own curriculum in our own language. Iran is a good precedent for
the Muslim world. Iran does not only have a good education system, but also “Public Diplomacy” through which
the Persian Language and culture is promoted as well as
the public to public relations.
The Muslim countries must follow the example of
Iran’s Public Diplomacy to bring about mutual understanding between the Muslims necessary for harmony
and peace between them. Otherwise, the Muslims will
remain a community in competition with itself rather
than other competing forces, who have already reduced
it into a subordinate exploited world.
Dr. Iqbal has envisioned “the Mard-e-Momin”, a true
Islamic character by following Allah and the Prophet
through self-discipline and patience for removal of all
the ills in the Muslim society. Let us try to create and
develop such a character in each of us. Iqbal’s “Marde-Momin” is not confined to a particular territory or
belong to a particular race. It is a human being who has
followed the sunnah of the Prophet to gain complete
independence from the evil forces and has acquired

inner satisfaction rather than material success in the
eyes of the materialistic world.
The Western Union has removed visa restrictions for
economic benefits, while we Muslims believe in one God
and one Prophet, but have hardest visa conditions. This is
why, the Muslims know more about non-Muslim countries
and little about each other. Let us start here and today to
bring the Muslims closer and stronger.

3

Leader condoles Rouhani
over sister’s death
TEHRAN — Leader of the Islamic Revolution
d
e
s
k Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has offered his condolences to President Hassan Rouhani on demise of his sister,
Sedigheh Fereydoon.
P O L I T I C A L

“I offer my condolences on demise of your honorable sister and
ask God for mercy and forgiveness of the deceased,” Ayatollah
Khamenei said in a message on Monday.
“Please convey my condolences to all the bereaved,” he added,
IRNA reported.
Fereydoon passed away in Semnan on Sunday due to an illness.

Raisi: Rioters will be dealt
with decisively
TEHRAN — Judiciary Chief Ebrahim Raisi
d
e
s
k has said those who fomented insecurity and
disarray in the recent protests will be tried in courts, according
to ISNA.
P O L I T I C A L

“Naturally, those who are less to blame in these incidents
should be treated appropriately and those who fomented insecurity and disarray should be handed over to the courts to be dealt
with decisively and according to justice,” Raisi said on Monday.
He added that some of the incidents, such as attempts to destroy the country’s infrastructure, were not carried out by people
and the footsteps of hooligans, agitators and rioters as well as
the foreign spy agencies can be found in the last week’s unrest.
Late on November 14, the National Iranian Oil Products Distribution Company (NIOPDC) stated to recount details for new prices
of gasoline in the country. It was followed by another statement in
early Friday by Head of the Management and Planning Organization
(MPO) Mohammad Baqer Nobakht who said that the revenues
would be allocated to 60 million people in the form of cash subsidy.
In what followed after the decision, protests erupted in several
cities with people calling on the government to reverse course.
The demonstrations, however, turned violent in some cities, with
clashes between security forces and certain elements damaging
public property.
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei supported the government’s decision and condemned any act of sabotage
carried out by some “hooligans” and supported by Iran’s enemies.
“You see in the past two days, all the centers of evil in the world
have been encouraging such acts against us. From the sinister
Pahlavi dynasty to the vicious and criminal gang of Monafeqin
(the MEK terrorist group); they are constantly encouraging hooliganism via the internet and other means,” the Leader stated.
Other officials also blamed Monfaeqin and the Pahlavi dynasty
in addition to the U.S. and Israeli governments.
Critics, however, questioned the timing of the decision, which
came amid heightened economic pressure on Iranian people as
a result of the inhumane economic sanctions imposed by the
United States.
They also criticized the sudden announcement of the measure,
describing it as an undemocratic way of making a decision that
affects the entire nation.
In his remarks, Ayatollah Khamenei urged the authorities to
take good care of the affected people and assuage the hardship
caused by the move.
He also called on the people to take note of the enemies’ plots
to disrupt Iran’s security and take a separate path from the rioters
that try to foment insecurity in the country.

Rouhani felicitates Bosnia and
Herzegovina on national day
TEHRAN — President Hassan Rouhani has offered congratulations to the people and government of Bosnia and Herzegovina
on the country’s national day.
In a message to the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina
on Monday, Rouhani also hoped that the level of bilateral relations between Iran and Bosnia and Herzegovina would further
expand in the future.
President Rouhani’s message is as follows, as reported by
his office’s website:
In the Name of God,
Your Excellency Mr Zeljko Komsic,
Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
I would like to offer my sincerest congratulations to Your
Excellency and the people of your country on the National Day
of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The background of the two countries’ relations shows the
determination of the two sides in the path of the comprehensive
development of relations. I hope that the future we will see this
process continue and deepen further.
I wish Your Excellency health and success and the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina prosperity and felicity.
Hassan Rouhani
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran

I NTE R NATI O NAL DAI LY
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Source: cbi.ir
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$1,459.10/oz

Silver

$$16.93/oz

Platinium

$895.75/oz

Exports by SMEs up $450m in
6.5 months yr/yr

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN – Iran’s Imam Khomeini Interd
e
s
k national Airport (IKIA) City Complex is set
to become a financial hub in the region, IRIB reported, quoting
the managing director of Imam Khomeini Airport City.

The United Arab Emirates and Turkmenistan
were the next in the line, according to Mosaheb.
Back in August, head of ISIPO announced
that over 33,000 SMEs are currently active in
Iran of which 1,100 are exporting their products
and services to foreign destinations.
According to Mohsen Salehinia, currently
43,650 SMEs are based in over 800 industrial
parks across the country, of which nearly 78
percent or 33,800 are active.
One of the major programs that ISIPO
is following regarding the SMEs is reviving
idle units and helping them to get back into
business to increase the country’s domestic
production and to boost exports to the neighboring countries.
Holding training courses, supporting SMEs
participation in international exhibitions, supporting SMEs research and study projects, and
supporting knowledge-based SMEs are some
other programs which ISIPO is following to
help SMEs expand their activities, according
to Salehinia.

1
Iranian SMEs exported $1.04 billion
in the last year’s 6.5-month period, the Deputy
Director of Iran Small Industries and Industrial
Parks Organization (ISIPO) Asghar Mosaheb
told IRNA on Monday.
According to the official, the mentioned
exports have been made by 900 SMEs active
in various industrial parks across the country.
He noted that although due to the problems
pertain to the U.S. sanctions, the number of
the exporting units has decreased compared
to the previous year, but the value of exports
has increased.
Mosaheb further noted that the value of
exports by the country’s SMEs in the first six
months of the current calendar year (March
21-September 22) also reached $1.03 billion
to witness a 30 percent rise compared to the
last year’s H1.
Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan were the
top three export destinations in the period with
$320 million, $216 million, and $51 million
worth of imports respectively.

Sources: oilprice.com, Moneymetals.com

IKIA set to become financial
hub in region
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E C O N O M Y TEHRAN
—
The
d
e
s
k number of real estate
deals has risen in Iran during the eight
Iranian calendar month of Aban (October
23 - November 22) from its previous month,
IRIB reported on Monday citing the data
released by the Ministry of Transport and

Real estate deals rise in a month
Urban Development.
The ministry’s data indicate that the
housing price has decreased 1.8 percent in
the mentioned month.
The report also said that the number of
deals has fallen 56 percent, while the housing
price has increased 75.5 percent in Tehran

Province during the eight month.
As previously announced by the Statistical
Center of Iran (SCI), housing price in Tehran
City has risen 4.5 percent during the past
summer (second quarter of Iranian calendar
year) compared to the spring (first quarter).
The SCI’s data also show that the housing

price in Tehran has increased 80 percent in
this year’s summer compared to the previous
year’s same season.
Meanwhile, the rental price in the capital
city has risen 8.1 percent in this year’s summer
compared to its previous season and 31.2
percent compared to the past year’s summer.

PMO plans to build 92 vessels by 2021

Speaking in a gathering of the country’s banks, insurances
and capital market representatives at the airport city’s hotel on
Monday, Ali Rostami said “Since the opening of the airport city’s
free trade zone, 16 companies have registered in the zone and
30 others are also going through the registration procedures.”
According to the official, currently completing the city’s
semi-finished projects, including the free economic zone, are
being seriously pursued by the transport ministry, and the complex is planned to turn into a logistics hub and an international
financial center in the region.
In this regard, the airport city’s development pan was prepared
and approved with the participation of a foreign consulting firm
and three domestic companies, Rostami said.
Completing these three phases, the airport city can fulfill its
mission of becoming the region’s first freight hub and the region’s
second hub for passenger transportation.
“The plan is designed to be implemented in three phases
with 5, 10 and 15 years periods and, after 30 years when these
three phases are fully implemented, the airport city can fulfill
its mission of becoming the first hub in the region in terms of
freight transportation and the second hub in terms of passenger
transport,” he explained.

Singapore core inflation
eases to new 3-year low
of 0.6% in October
Core inflation in October cooled to 0.6 percent, the lowest in more
than three years since March 2016 when it also fell to the same level,
according to data released on Monday.
The latest reading was down slightly from the 0.7 percent recorded
in September, the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) and the
Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI) said.
The dip was due to a steeper fall in the cost of electricity and
gas and a slower pace of increases in the cost of services, they said.
Core inflation excludes the costs of accommodation and private
road transport, which are more affected by government policy and
are not considered part of Singaporeans’ everyday expenses.
Headline or overall inflation also eased, to 0.4 percent, slightly
down from 0.5 percent in September.
Both readings were lower than economists’ expectations, according
to a Bloomberg poll. They had expected core inflation to stay at 0.7
percent and headline inflation to remain unchanged at 0.5 percent.
Maybank economists Chua Hak Bin and Lee Ju Ye wrote in a
note: “We expect inflationary pressures to stay muted next year as
growth recovers at a sluggish pace and wage growth moderates.”
Full-year core inflation
MAS and MTI did not make any changes to the recently-revised
inflation outlook for 2019. Full-year core inflation is tipped to come
in at the lower end of the 1 to 2 percent official forecast range, while
overall inflation is seen at around 0.5 percent.
For 2020, both core and headline inflation are expected to average 0.5 to 1.5 percent.
For October, electricity and gas costs decreased by 12.5 percent
on an annual basis in October, a steeper fall compared with the 8.3
percent in September because of lower electricity tariffs and the
dampening effect of the national Open Electricity Market launch
on electricity prices.
Services inflation fell to 1.2 percent on an annual basis in October,
down from 1.4 percent in September, reflecting a slower pace of
increase in holiday expenses, education services and medical and
dental treatment costs.
Cost of retail goods fell by 0.8 percent year-on-year in October,
the same as in September. The larger drop in prices of clothing and
footwear, household durables and alcoholic drinks was offset by a
smaller decline in the costs of recreation and entertainment goods
and higher prices of personal care and medical products.
Food inflation edged up to 1.7 percent year-on-year in October,
from 1.6 percent in September, because of an increase in the prices
of non-cooked food and prepared meals.
(Source: straitstimes.com)

E C O N O M Y TEHRAN – Iran’s Ports and Maritime
d
e
s
k Organization (PMO) plans to entrust the
country’s private sector with construction of 92 vessels within
the next two years, IRIB reported, quoting an official with the
organization.
“We have plans to hold tenders for awarding the construction
projects of 92 small and large-scale vessels by the end of the
[Iranian calendar] year of 1399 [March 20, 2021], the contracts
for building nine of which worth €112 million has already been
signed,” PMO’s Director of Supply and Equipment Engineering
Farhad Montaser Kouhsari said.
“Negotiations are underway for awarding yet another nine
contracts worth €36 million to the private sector,” he added.
According to the official, plans have also been made for holding
tenders for construction of 78 large and small coastal service
ships and boats worth about €205 million, all of which will be

constructed by the end of next year.
Montaser noted that there are no problems regarding the
supply of equipment and spare parts in the country’s ports and
maritime sector, adding that the private sector has manufactured

Eurozone needs to create its own
economic growth at home: ECB’s Lagarde
The eurozone needs to create more of its
economic growth at home, including via
greater public investment, if it is to withstand weakness abroad and become more
balanced internally, new European Central
Bank President Christine Lagarde said on
Friday.
Lagarde did not discuss monetary policy
in her first major speech since becoming ECB
President at the start of this month, merely
saying the central bank would continue to
do its part to support the economy.
Instead, she chose to send a message to
eurozone governments, calling on them to
strengthen domestic demand after a global
trade war brought a decade of export-driven growth, largely led by Germany, to an
abrupt end.
The “answer lies in converting the world’s
second largest economy into one that is open to
the world but confident in itself – an economy
that makes full use of Europe’s potential to
unleash higher rates of domestic demand
and long-term growth,” Lagarde said.
Venturing outside the traditional remit
of a central banker, she singled out public
investment as a key driver of this rebalancing,
calling on pan-European funds to be invested
in green and digital projects.
Response to today’s challenges
“Investment is a particularly important
part of the response to today’s challenges,
because it is both today’s demand and tomorrow’s supply,” Lagarde said.
“While investment needs are of course
country-specific, there is today a cross-cutting
case for investment in a common future that
is more productive, more digital and greener.”
Her predecessor Mario Draghi had also
called for greater spending and investment
by countries that run surpluses, such as Germany, but he was never so specific and his
pleas fell on deaf ears in Berlin.
Lagarde said stronger internal demand
would also help smooth out imbalances between eurozone members, who are unable to
devalue their currencies when the economy
weakens.
“If internal demand is too weak and
inflation too low, such rebalancing across
countries obviously becomes harder. And
to some extent, this is what we saw in the
eurozone after the crisis,” she said.
Lagarde’s avoidance of monetary policy
issues marked a departure from Draghi, who
often used major speeches to drop hints about
upcoming ECB moves – typically increasingly
aggressive stimulus measures.

about 800 items of necessary port, marine and telecommunication
equipment, including 260 maritime equipment, 467 port-related
equipment items, and 41 telecommunication and electronic
equipment worth over 250 billion rials (about $5.9 million).
Back in August, PMO announced that the organization awarded
domestic companies the projects for supplying 20 trilling rials
(over $476 million) worth of port equipment.
“Most of the contracts for supplying equipment for the country’s ports have been signed with Iranian companies, however
still nearly 60 percent of the mentioned equipment cannot be
made inside the country and we need to import them,” Montaser
Kouhsari said.
The official went on saying that considering the country’s huge
potentials in this area and having great experts and workforce
in the industry, the U.S. sanctions won’t be a permanent hurdle
in the way of the country’s growth.

Chile may become Latin America’s best
economic model by default
By Andres Oppenheimer

This trait of Draghi’s angered some other
ECB rate-setters, particularly those from conservative, cash-rich countries like Germany
and the Netherlands.
Unlike Draghi, who took office at the
height of the eurozone’s debt crisis in 2011
and took immediate, bold steps to stop the
market rout, Lagarde was not under pressure
to change the ECB’s policy stance just yet.
“Lagarde meets the expectations that
she could become the leading economic
and political voice for Europe rather than
quickly shaking up the ECB,” Carsten Brzeski,
an economist at Dutch bank ING, said.
Speaking later at the same conference,
Bundesbank President Jens Weidmann
reiterated his country’s qualms about the
ECB’s easy-money policy.
Build-up of financial imbalances
“Monetary policy cannot be complacent
if its policy stance raises long-term risks to
price stability through the build-up of financial
imbalances,” Weidmann said.
In a symbolic olive branch to the host
country of the ECB, Lagarde began her
speech by greeting the audience in German
and promised to deepen her knowledge of
that language.
She had already sought to mend fences
with disgruntled policymakers last week,
taking the whole Governing Council on a
retreat, where they called for more inclusive
decision-making.
European Central Bank (ECB) President
Christine Lagarde attends the 29th Frankfurt
European Banking Congress (EBC) at the
Old Opera house in Frankfurt, Germany
November 22, 2019.
In her only policy-related remarks,
Lagarde confirmed she would “soon” start
a review of the ECB’s policy framework, a
wide-ranging effort that is expected to involve
a redesign of its inflation aim.
She then stuck to the central bank’s
pledge to keep the money taps open while
monitoring the side effects of its stimulus
policies.
(Source: reuters.com)

There are fears that Chile will cease to be an
economic model for Latin America following
violent protests that left at least 24 dead in
recent weeks and ended with a political agreement to rewrite its constitution. However,
there are reasons to be cautiously optimistic
about the country’s future.
Granted, there will be major — and
much needed — corrections to the country’s free-market economy. Under the new
political agreement, there will be an April
2020 referendum on a new constitution,
which is likely to result in reforms that Chile’s
business community has long resisted.
Until now, many Chilean business leaders
had opposed larger government subsidies
for health, education and pensions. They
argued that Chile’s system did not need major changes because it by far was the most
successful in Latin America.
And, on a macroeconomic level, they
were right. Over the past 30 years, Chile
has reduced poverty to 10% of the population from 40%, according to official figures.
Chile also ranks first in Latin America —
and 44th among 189 countries — in the United
Nations Human Development Index. The UN
ranking counts not only economic growth,
but also health and education standards.
Chile’s lower inequality
And, contrary to what many critics say,
Chile has lower inequality levels than many
other Latin American countries.
According to the Gini Index, which measures the gaps between the rich and poor,
Chile’s inequality rate dropped from 0.57
to 0.46 between 1990 and 2015.
But many Chileans are unhappy, as shown
by the record numbers of people who took
to the streets to protest recently.
They have heard their presidents in recent decades cite macroeconomic figures
showing that Chile was close to becoming
a developed country, yet most Chileans felt
they were far from living like people in rich
countries. Many Chileans were not doing
as well as Chile.
On November 15, after month-long riots
sparked by a rise in transportation fees, the
country’s major political parties reached an
agreement to hold a referendum in April
2020.
It will ask Chileans whether they want
a new constitution, and whether it should
be drafted by citizens or by a combination
of citizens and legislators. The drafters of

the constitution would be elected in October 2020.
In an interview last week, I asked Foreign
Minister Teodoro Ribera about business concerns that the new constitution will scare
away investors and perhaps even turn the
country into a new Venezuela.
State-run system
“I don’t know anybody among those who
protested on the streets who has questioned
democracy, or wants to return to a socialist
system, or a state-run system, or a system
such as that of Venezuela,” Ribera told me.
The foreign minister added that Chileans
“want the economy to keep growing, but
also to have a safety net in case they get
sick, a safety net for when they get old. As
the economy keeps growing, we will be able
to allocate more resources to solve these
problems.”
Pessimists argue that it won’t be easy,
because the economy is likely to slow down.
Domestic and foreign companies will be reluctant to invest in the country until it becomes
clear what the constitution will say. And
even after that, skeptics argue, companies
may be reluctant to invest in a country that
most likely will increase corporate taxes to
fund social programs and give more power
to unions.
Maybe I’m too much of an optimist, but
I think that Chile may be able to restore
business confidence — by default. Neighboring Argentina’s incoming leftist populist
government will most likely worsen longterm economic growth; Bolivia is in turmoil;
Peru is in a political stalemate; and Mexico’s
economy has taken a downward turn. Where
else in the region will investors go?
If Chile’s likely new constitution guarantees basic economic freedoms, many investors
may see the country as an island of stability
in an otherwise unstable region. It may not
happen, but Chile has the opportunity to
become an even better and fairer economic
model for Latin America than it has been
for the past 30 years.
(Source: richmond.com)
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South Pars daily gas production
soon to reach 680 mcm

E N E R G Y TEHRAN — The daily
d
e
s
k production of gas in
Iran’s South Pars gas field will reach over
680 million cubic meters (mcm) in near
future, the managing director of Pars Oil
and Gas Company (POGC), which is in charge
of developing the field, announced.
Mohammad Meshkinfam put Iran’s current
production of gas from South Pars field at
630 mcm per day, Shana reported.
The official noted that POGC is seriously
following up on the development projects of
the phases 13, 14, 22, 23 and 24 of the field,
according to the company’s priority plans
for the current year.
“One of the major goals of POGC this year
has been completing the offshore sections
of the phases 13, 14 and 22 to 24 of South
Pars, which are now underway based on
the approved plans of the Oil Ministry,”
he said.
The POGC head mentioned the recent
installation of two of the phases 22-24
platforms on their offshore spots, saying
production of the two platforms will be soon
transferred to offshore refineries after finishing
the hook-up and their launch operations.

“After being processed at the refineries,
the gas produced in the mentioned phases
will be injected into the national gas network,”
he added.
According to Meshkinfam, the mentioned
two platforms will add 28 million cubic meters
of gas to the field’s total output.
Mentioning the complementary operations

of the 14B platform of the phase 14, he noted
that the platform is ready for operation and
will start production as soon as the pipeline
for transferring the output to the offshore
refinery is completed.
He further noted that the mentioned
pipeline which is going to connect the platform
14B to the offshore refinery of the phase 12,

How Russia-China gas pipeline
changes energy calculus
Russia is pivoting its energy business to the east. The world’s
largest exporter of natural gas has built an enormous pipeline
running from Siberia to the Chinese border to feed China’s insatiable energy appetite.
The new conduit, called the Power of Siberia, is part of a plan
by Russian President Vladimir Putin to reduce his country’s dependence on gas markets in Europe and tap into the fast-growing
economies of Asia.
For China, whose domestic energy production can’t keep up
with demand, the pipeline offers a vital new source of supply.
Built by Russian energy giant Gazprom PJSC, the pipeline runs
about 3,000 kilometers (1,864 miles) from the new Chayanda
and Kovykta gas fields in the coldest part of Siberia to Blagoveshchensk, near the Chinese border.
Another gas line in China connects to the Russian system and
will eventually stretch another 3,370 kilometers south to Shanghai.
The Russian part of the line is managed by Gazprom, which in
2014 signed a $400 billion deal to supply 38 billion cubic meters
of gas annually for 30 years to China National Petroleum Corp. It’s
the Russian company’s biggest ever contract.
Gazprom filled with gas
Gazprom filled it with gas in October, and the official launch
is set for early December, when Putin and Chinese President Xi
Jinping may appear in a joint video link at a ceremony to mark
the occasion.
Gazprom plans to start with deliveries of 10 million cubic meters
a day and reach peak capacity in 2025.
Russia may eventually expand the system to the west, allowing
Siberian gas to flow in either direction.
The Power of Siberia provides a hedge against deteriorating
relations with Europe. Until now, most of Russia’s gas production
has gone west, much of it through pipelines in Ukraine.
(Some volumes also travel by tanker in the form of liquefied
natural gas, produced on the Yamal peninsula in northern Siberia
and on Sakhalin Island near Japan.)
Russia and Ukraine have bickered for years over the transit
fees, and on two occasions Russia turned off the gas in the middle
of the winter.
The political relationship between Russia and Europe has also
become increasingly fraught since Russia seized Crimea in 2014
and the U.S. and Europe responded with sanctions.
Meanwhile, Russia has vast untapped reserves of gas in its far
east that are closer to China than to Europe.
China is the world’s biggest energy consumer and importer.
Russian gas will supplement output from China’s domestic fields and
could be cheaper than LNG arriving in tankers. The two countries
are already talking about a second link, known as Power of Siberia
2, which would serve the industrial areas on China’s east coast.
China also operates the Central Asia-China Gas Pipeline, which
brings gas mainly from Turkmenistan through Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan.
China’s energy needs
Putin expects “colossal” growth in China’s energy needs will
require more pipeline and LNG capacity, benefiting both Gazprom
and Novatek PJSC, which is developing LNG on the Yamal peninsula
in the Kara Sea.
China’s gas consumption has surged over the past decade, up
33% in just the last two years, according to the International Energy
Agency.
Imports constitute a growing share, reaching 43% in 2018;
around two-fifths of those came via the Central Asia-China Gas
Pipeline, while the rest were LNG imports, mainly from Australia,
Qatar, Malaysia and Indonesia.
Demand has climbed as the government forced millions of
factories and homes to switch away from coal to cleaner-burning
gas to help tackle smog and reduce carbon dioxide emissions.
The Power of Siberia strengthens Russia’s hand in talks over gas
contracts with European countries. If Russia can ship its output to
the east instead, the west may need to pay more to ensure supplies.
(Source: ndtv.com)

is going to be completed within two weeks.
Currently, only three platforms of the
phase 13 and 14 of the field have remained
to be installed and after that the offshore
section of the South Pars first development
stage will be completely finished.
According to the official, the remaining
three platforms will also be loaded to be
installed in their offshore spot in the Persian
Gulf by the end of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 19, 2020).
South Pars is divided into 24 standard
phases of development in the first stage.
Most of the phases are fully operational at
the moment.
The huge offshore field, shared with Qatar,
covers an area of 9,700 square kilometers,
3,700 square kilometers of which, called South
Pars, are in Iran’s territorial waters in the
Persian Gulf. The remaining 6,000 square
kilometers, called North Dome, are situated
in Qatar’s territorial waters.
The field is estimated to contain a
significant amount of natural gas, accounting
for about eight percent of the world’s reserves,
and approximately 18 billion barrels of
condensate.

NIDC digs 138 oil, gas exploration wells in 4 decades
E N E R G Y TEHRAN — National Iranian Drilling
d
e
s
k Company (NIDC) has dug 138 oil and gas
exploration wells in onshore and offshore areas throughout
the country in the past four decades after the victory of
Islamic Revolution, Shana quoted the managing director
of company as saying.
Abdollah Mousavi also underlined the significant role of
NIDC in discovery of 15 oil and gas reserves in the country.
Holding 70 onshore and offshore drilling rigs as well
as equipment and facilities for offering integrated technical and engineering services, the company accounts for
a major part of drilling exploration as well as appraisal/

development wells in the country, the official noted.
As previously announced, NIDC has dug 124 oil and gas
wells across the country during the past Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 20, 2019).
The drilled wells consisted of one exploration well, 52
appraisal/development wells and 70 workover/completion
wells and 170,270 meters of digging has been conducted
for the mentioned onshore and offshore wells.
NIDC, a subsidiary of National Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC), undertakes most drilling operations across the
country and drilled 4,489 onshore and offshore oil and
gas wells in nearly 40 years.

Oil gains on U.S.-China trade talks optimism
Oil prices rose on Monday as positive comments from the
United States and China rekindled hopes in global markets
that the world’s two largest economies could soon sign an
interim deal to end their bitter trade war.
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude CLc1 rose 26
cents, or 0.45% to $58.03 a barrel by 0759 GMT, having
ended last week little changed after tracking the trade talks
through their ups and downs.
Brent crude futures LCOc1 were at $63.73, up 34 cents
or 0.54%, the benchmark having also finished little changed
last week.
“It is still all about trade talks,” said Michael McCarthy,
chief market strategist at CMC Markets in Sydney. “It seems
to be dominating markets action at the moment.”
Monday’s higher opening prices came after U.S. national
security adviser Robert O’Brien said on Saturday that an
initial trade agreement with China is still possible by the

end of the year.
This came a day after U.S. President Donald Trump
and Chinese President Xi Jinping expressed a desire to
sign an initial trade deal and defuse a 16-month tariff
war that has lowered global growth - though Trump
said he had yet to decide whether he wanted to finalize
a deal, while Xi said he would not be afraid to retaliate
when necessary.
China’s Foreign Ministry said on Monday it hopes the
United States will work with Beijing on a basis of equality and
mutual respect on the ongoing bilateral trade negotiations.
A move by China to protect intellectual property was
also providing a supportive atmosphere for the trade talks,
McCarthy added.
“This is a big step forward for potential trade negotiation
if they are adopted as official policy,” he said.
Still, concern remains that events in Hong Kong, riven

by months of anti-government unrest, could overshadow
trade talk progress.
U.S. national security adviser O’Brien warned on
Saturday that Washington would not turn a blind eye to
what happens in Hong Kong, where demonstrators were
angry at what they see as an erosion of freedoms promised
to the ex-British colony when it returned to Chinese rule
more than 20 years ago.
Over the weekend, pro-democracy candidates scored
a resounding win in district council elections.
The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) meets on December 5 at its headquarters in Vienna,
followed by talks with a group of other oil producers, led
by Russia, known as OPEC+.
Prices could be pushed higher if OPEC+ agrees to extend
its supply cut by three more months to mid-2020.
(Source: reuters.com)

Oil traders bet on economic upswing in 2020
Crude oil traders are betting the market will
tighten significantly next year, even as the major statistical agencies predict production will
outstrip consumption and oil inventories will rise.
Most of the divergence can be explained by
differing assumptions about global growth in 2020.
The International Energy Agency (IEA), the
U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA)
and the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) are all projecting that the oil
market will be in surplus in 2020.
Each of the three agencies is forecasting that
non-OPEC oil supplies will increase around 1
million barrels per day (bpd) faster than global
oil consumption next year.
The three agencies are also forecasting nonOPEC production growth of 2.2-2.4 million bpd
while consumption increases by only 1.1-1.4
million bpd.
If these forecasts are correct, the result will be
a significant rise in stocks of crude and refined
products, unless OPEC members and their allies
reduce their own output even further.
But the shape of the crude futures curve
suggests traders and hedge funds are instead
anticipating a drawdown in stockpiles next year.
Brent’s six-month calendar
Brent’s six-month calendar spread has tightened to a backwardation of around $3.50 per
barrel, up from less than $1.90 at the same a
month ago and a contango of $1.10 this time
last year.
Backwardation (where spot prices trade above
futures prices) is normally associated with low/
falling inventories, while contango (spot prices
trading below futures) is typically associated
with high/rising stockpiles.
The six-month calendar spread is now in the
91st percentile for all trading days since the start
of 1990, implying that traders anticipate production will fall significantly below consumption
over the next six months.
Brent futures have been progressively shifting
towards backwardation since early 2015 as the
crude market has gradually recovered from the
slump of 2014/15.
But the current degree of backwardation is

unusual: previous backwardations of similar
magnitude have recently been temporary and
associated with sudden disruptions in oil supplies.
Big backwardations have been caused by the
attacks on Saudi Arabia’s oil installations in 2019
or the repeated tightening of U.S. sanctions on
Venezuela and Iran in 2018.
The current backwardation, however, is not
associated with any sudden loss of oil supplies.
Instead it reflects the combination of steadily
tightening supplies and expectations for faster
demand growth in 2020.
U.S. sanctions continue to limit exports from
Iran and Venezuela. Lower prices are expected
to slow growth from U.S. shale.
And the OPEC+ group of exporters is likely
to extend current production restraints well into
next year.
At the same time, investors and commodity
traders are growing more hopeful the global
economy will avoid a recession in 2020, which
would support faster growth in oil consumption
over the next 12-18 months.
Recent financial market and industrial data
suggests the current cyclical downswing in the
global economy may have passed its worst point
(“Global economy dodges recession by the narrowest of margins”, Reuters, Nov. 19).
If that proves correct, there is potential for
a cyclical upswing in 2020/21, similar to the
recovery in 1999/2000, after a similar mid-cycle
slowdown in 1997/98 (“Oil and equities prepare
to party like its 1999”, Reuters, March 19).
In the last two decades, oil consumption has
grown on average by around 1.5% per year – which
at the moment is equivalent to an additional 1.5
million bpd per year.

If oil consumption growth returns to its longterm trend rate next year, consumption could rise
by an extra 150,000 to 300,000 bpd compared
with the current major-agency forecasts.
And if consumption rebounds more strongly
like 1999, when it rose by 2.1%, oil use could
increase by an extra 700,000 to 1 million bpd
compared with the major forecasts.
Recovery in oil consumption
A cyclical recovery in oil consumption could
therefore absorb much of the predicted growth
in non-OPEC production next year.
The resolution of U.S./China trade tensions,
or at least a temporary truce, and the resulting
impact on global growth, is therefore critical
for the oil market balance and prices in 2020.
At the moment, most major economic forecasters, including the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and see
global growth staying subdued in 2020.
But if the U.S./China trade dispute can be
resolved, and if the global expansion re-accelerates, there is the potential for faster growth
in both economic activity and oil consumption.
Following the IMF/OECD, the major oil statistical agencies are predicting only a modest
acceleration in global economic growth next year,
implying the oil market will be oversupplied.
By contrast, oil traders are increasingly betting
on a faster economic acceleration, eliminating
the predicted oil surplus and even pushing the
market into deficit.
At the moment, most hedge funds and other
money managers have relatively small speculative positions in petroleum futures and options
betting on an increase in prices.
If the prospect of a cyclical recovery encourages more fund managers to establish bullish
long positions in the next few months, however,
it will accelerate the shift into backwardation.
Portfolio managers tend to invest in futures
contracts near to maturity since they offer the
greatest volatility and liquidity: position-building
therefore tends to lift spot prices AND increase
the degree of backwardation.
(Source: hellenicshippingnews.com)
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First Announcement
Call for public tender (First/Second publish)- Retender
One Stages tender

N.I.O.C

National Iranian
Drilling Company

Subject of Tender:
Description
P/F:MH POWER TOP DRIVE

Tender No.
FP/05-98/093
 Tender descriptions:
The Tender holder

Registration No. through
national electronic tendering
system

Tender No.
/Indent No.

Estimated value
(Rial/Euro)

3,219,872

Tender No.: FP/05-98/093
Indent No.:08-22-9745210

12,857,160,000(Rial)

National Iranian Drilling Company
 Qualitative evaluation of tenderers

Qualification process will be done in plain mode in offers opening session according to
presentation of valid practice certificate / legal documents (certificate of corporation/
supply announcement up to latest changes) which should be related to tender subject.

Method

1- Applicants which have more than 4 in process contacrts with NIDC are not allowed to
participate in this tender .

2- Applicants which have

more than 2 in process contacrts with NIDC in similar subject (
exclusively same subject) are not allowed to participate in another tender

 Purchasing & Submitting
Tender Document Distribution by Company

Distribution Place

Submitting Method

Closing date

Documents Receiving
Method

Address

The distribution of the documents will be started one day after
the publishing of second advertisement and ended on the
following tenth day thereof
Hall No.:113, 1th floor, Foreign
Procurement Dept., National
Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN 06134148659 ---Room No. 431, 4th floor ,Oil central building No.8,Yaghma
alley, Jomhori Islami st., Tehran – Iran
 Submitting one original Bank Fund Receipt in the amount of
510,000 Iranian Rials under account number
4001114004020491( Shaba No. IR
520100004001114004020491) in name of “NIDC Incomes
Centralized Fund” issued by I.R. of Iran Central Bank.
 Submitting format Request for the purpose of receiving Tender
Documents.
 14 Days after the last time of Purchasing.

Hall No. 107, 1stfloor, Tender Committee, Operation building,
National Iranian Drilling Company, Airport square, Ahwaz, IRAN.
Tel: +98-61-34148580 +98-61-34148569

 Tender Guarantee
Value of guarantee

643,000,000 Rial / 5,36 Euro
Regarding Tender No
FP/05-98/093
Bank guarantees or guarantees issued by non-bank institutions that obtain activity license
from the central bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
 Submitting one original Bank Fund Receipt under account number 4001114006376636 (
Shaba No. IR 350100004001114006376636) in name of “NIDC saving account” by the
central bank of Islamic Republic of Iran.
Tender Guarantee and quotation should be valid for 90 days and extendable maximum for
one time in initial validity duration.



Type of guarantee
Duration of credit &
quotation

( Foreign Procurement Dept.)
More of this & other tenders are accessible by click on: www.nidc.ir http://sapp.ir/nidc_pr
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U.S. election polls not stable
Trump’s victory or defeat is unpredictable!

By Saeed Sobhani
TEHRAN — State and national polls in the
United States are not alike! This could, on the
one hand, indicate the complexity of next year’s
presidential race and, on the other, reflect the
confusion of American voters. However, it is not
yet possible to accurately predict the outcome
of the US presidential election, especially in
critical states like Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Michigan, and North Carolina.
Here’s a look at some of the analysis of next
year’s US presidential election:
Four Problems With 2016 Trump Polling
That Could Play Out Again in 2020
As New York Times reported, Meetings of
the American Association of Public Opinion
Research tend to be pretty staid affairs. But when
members of the group gathered for a conference
call at this time in 2016, the polling industry
was experiencing a crisis of confidence.Donald
J. Trump had swept most of the Midwest to win
a majority in the Electoral College, a shocking
upset that defied most state-by-state polls and
prognoses. An association task force, which
was already working on a routine report about
pre-election poll methodologies, was suddenly
tasked with figuring out what had gone wrong.
“We moved from doing this sort of niche
industry report to almost like more of an autopsy,” said Courtney Kennedy, the director of
survey research at Pew Research Center, who
headed the task force. “Something major just
happened, and we have to really understand
from A to Z why it happened.”
The group released its report the following
spring. Today, with the next presidential election less than a year away, pollsters are closely
studying the findings of that document and
others like it, looking for adjustments they can
make in 2020 to avoid the misfires of 2016.
“Polling is one of those things like military
battles: You always re-fight the last war,” said
Joshua D. Clinton, who co-directs the University
of Vanderbilt’s poll and served on the AAPOR
committee. The 2020 election “might have a
different set of considerations,” he said, but
pollsters have an obligation to learn from the
last cycle’s mistakes.
By and large, nationwide surveys were relatively accurate in predicting the popular vote,
which Hillary Clinton won by two percentage
points. But in crucial parts of the country, especially in the Midwest, individual state polls
persistently underestimated Mr. Trump’s support. And election forecasters used those polls
in Electoral College projections that gave the
impression Mrs. Clinton was a heavy favorite.
AAPOR’s analysis found several reasons the
state polls missed the mark. Certain groups
were underrepresented in poll after poll, particularly less educated white voters and those
in counties that had voted decisively against
President Barack Obama in 2012. Respondents’
unwillingness to speak honestly about their
support for Mr. Trump may have also been a
factor.These and other issues could reappear in
2020, pollsters warn, if they’re not addressed
directly.
To make sure their results reflect the true
makeup of the population, pollsters typically
“weight” their data, adding emphasis to certain
respondents so that a group that was underrepresented in the random sample still has
enough influence over the poll’s final result.
Polls typically weight by age, race and other
demographic categories.But some state-level
polls in 2016 did not weight by education levels,
therefore giving short shrift to less educated
voters, who tend to be harder to reach.This often
understated Mr. Trump’s support, since he was
markedly more popular than past Republican
nominees among less educated voters — and
noticeably less popular among those with higher
degrees, who research suggests are more likely
to participate in polls.
The AAPOR analysts found that many polls in
swing states would have achieved significantly
different results had they been weighted for
education. This, in turn, would have noticeably
decreased Mrs. Clinton’s lead in much-watched
polling averages and forecasts of these states.A
Michigan State University poll that found Mrs.
Clinton holding a 17-point lead in that state just
before the election did not weight by education.
If it had, her lead would have dropped to 10
points in that poll, the AAPOR researchers found
— still a far cry from predicting Mr. Trump’s
narrow victory there, but a significant change.
And a University of New Hampshire poll
put Mrs. Clinton up by 16 points in that state
on the eve of the election, though in the end
she barely won it. That poll’s gap would have
closed entirely if its analysts had weighted for
education, according to the AAPOR report.
Some polling firms that did not weight by
education in 2016 have since taken up the practice, but not all of them. Mark Blumenthal, the
former head of polling at Survey Monkey and
a member of the AAPOR task force, said that
weighting by education ought to be accepted
as necessary. “I think that’s a reasonable line to
draw,” he said.A pre-election study by Morning
Consult warned that wealthier, more educated
Republicans appeared slightly more reluctant
to tell phone interviewers that they supported
Mr. Trump, compared with similar voters who
responded to online polls.
Pollsters refer to this phenomenon as the
“shy Trump” effect, or — in academic parlance

— a form of “social-desirability bias.” Studies
have affirmed that in races where a candidate
or cause is perceived as controversial or otherwise undesirable, voters can be wary of voicing
their support, especially to a live interviewer.
Charles Franklin, the director of the Marquette University Law School poll of Wisconsin
voters, said he worried that the shy Trump
effect had played a role in skewing the poll’s
results away from Mr. Trump in 2016.Mr.
Franklin, who was a member of the AAPOR
team, suggested how telephone interviewers
might confront the issue with respondents next
year: “When they indicate they’re undecided or
maybe considering a third-party vote, maybe
push people a little more on whether they could
change their mind,” he said.
One polling firm that showed Mr. Trump
narrowly leading in some of the most inaccurately
polled states — Michigan, Pennsylvania and
Florida, all of which he won — was Trafalgar
Group, a Republican polling and consulting
firm that uses a variety of nontraditional polling methodologies.It sought to combat the shy
Trump effect by asking respondents not only
how they planned to vote but also how they
thought their neighbors would vote — possibly
offering Trump supporters a way to project their
feelings onto someone else.The AAPOR report
posited that the neighbor question could help
overcome shyness among Trump supporters,
particularly in phone interviews. It “warrants
experimentation in a broad array of contests,”
the report said.
That was not the only way Trafalgar innovated. Polls typically use a formula based on past
elections to determine which voters are likely
to show up on Election Day. They then discard
or devalue responses from those who seem less
predisposed — typically those without much
history of voting, or who don’t express much
enthusiasm about politics.Trafalgar used a generously inclusive model, with a particular eye
toward less frequent voters whom Mr. Trump’s
anti-establishment campaign had drawn in.
“With Trump, we saw in the primary how
new people were being brought into the process, and so we widened the net of who we
reached out to,” Robert C. Cahaly, a pollster
at Trafalgar, said in an interview.
When the Census Bureau in 2017 released
detailed voting information from the 2016
election, it revealed that turnout had surged
in many counties that Mr. Obama had lost
by 10 points or more in 2012 — particularly
in Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.It
is a reminder that who voted in the previous
election is not always a good indicator of who
will vote the next time.
“This is where the art comes in, and it’s
hard to know until it actually happens which
approach is the best approach,” Mr. Clinton
said, referring to how polling firms construct
their likely-voter models.
The polls from 2016 make clear that finding
a representative sample is both the hardest
and the most important part of conducting an
effective survey. This is not new knowledge for
public-opinion professionals, but many said it
was a lesson worth relearning.Compounding
all the other factors in 2016 was the simple fact
that — in a race with two historically unpopular candidates — many voters didn’t reach a
decision until just before Election Day.
In Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin,
between 13 and 15 percent of respondents in
exit polls said they had decided in the last week
of the campaign. Those voters broke for Mr.
Trump by a wide margin; in Wisconsin, it was
about 30 points.Pew researchers also called
back respondents of their pre-election polls and
found that many had changed their minds and
voted differently than they’d said they would,
which is not uncommon. But these voters broke
for Mr. Trump by a 16-point margin — a heavier
tilt than in any other year on record.So, in a
volatile election, even a perfectly effective poll
might not be able to gauge the outcome; a poll
can only take the pulse of where voters’ feelings
lie in a particular moment.
That points to a major source of agita for
some observers of the 2016 election: electoral
forecasts in the news media and elsewhere
that used polling data to suggest Mrs. Clinton

was highly likely to win. Most of them put
her chances at somewhere between 70 and
99 percent.
“I’m not sure people understand how these
probabilistic projections are produced or what
they mean,” Gary Langer, a pollster who works
with ABC News, said in an email. “I’d suggest that predicting election outcomes is the
least important contribution of pre-election
polls. Bringing us to a better understanding
of how and why the nation comes to these
choices is the higher value that good-quality
polls provide.”
Election forecasters do not mean to convey
absolute certainty. Just before Election Day,
The New York Times’s Upshot forecast gave
Mr. Trump a 15 percent chance of winning, and
FiveThirtyEight’s model put his chances at 29
percent, indicating that a Republican win was
not out of the question.
But the Princeton Election Consortium, which
had predicted the 2012 results with striking accuracy, was more certain of a Clinton win, giving
her a 99 percent chance in the days leading up
to the election.Sam Wang, a neuroscientist who
runs the Princeton model, said in an email that
in 2016 he had not factored in enough potential
“systematic error” — a catchall variable that
accounts for imperfections in individual polls.
In 2016, he never set that variable higher than
1.1 percentage points, but in 2020 he plans to
set it at two points.
“That will increase the uncertainty much
more,” he said, “which will set expectations
appropriately in case the election is close.”

What impeachment inquiry?
America’s made up its mind on Trump,
polls suggest

opposed impeaching Mr Trump and removing
him from office, compared to the 39 per cent
who supported it.A third poll by Marquette Law
School released a day later took a closer look at
the swing state of Wisconsin and found that 53
per cent of voters there thought the President
should not be impeached, compared to the 40
per cent who thought he should.
With the public hearings having wrapped
up on Thursday (Nov 21), Democrats are now
deciding whether and how to move forward with
drawing up articles of impeachment, which
the House would then have to vote on.Speaker
Nancy Pelosi confirmed that her party would
not wait for the courts to decide whether to
grant subpoenas of other key witnesses, calling
the strategy vulnerable to stonewalling from
Republicans.
Should the House vote to impeach, the next
step will be a Senate trial to convict or acquit the
President.Mr Trump said without elaboration
that he would welcome a trial, during a phone
interview with Fox News on Friday morning.
But the President has so far been “impervious
to any kind of negativity” and this is likely to
continue, said Professor McDermott.
“His supporters have gotten to a point where
they just believe this is in fact a witch hunt, and
the Democrats are just out to get Trump and
not actually prosecuting what is a valid case.
“As long as they continue to believe that,
there’s no reason for them to change their views
or their support of Trump,” she added. “They
feel as though he’s being unfairly prosecuted.”

Republicans Are Following Trump
to Nowhere
Also New York Times reported that There’s
an impeachment lesson hiding in the president’s
failure to produce the political results he wants.
Americans have gone to the polls four times
this month to vote in major, statewide races.
In Virginia, they voted for control of the state
Legislature; in Mississippi, Kentucky and Louisiana, they voted for control of the governor’s
mansion. In each case, President Trump tied
himself to the outcome.
“Governor @MattBevin has done a wonderful job for the people of Kentucky!” Trump
tweeted before Election Day. “Matt has my
Complete and Total Endorsement, and always
has. GET OUT and VOTE on November 5th for
your GREAT Governor, @MattBevin!”
Trump sent a similar message ahead of the
Virginia elections. “Virginia, with all of the
massive amount of defense and other work I
brought to you, and with everything planned,
go out and vote Republican today,” he said.
“The people of this country aren’t buying”
impeachment, Trump said at a rally in Louisiana
last week. “You see it because we’re going up
and they’re going down.”
Agree to disagree, or disagree better? We’ll
help you understand the sharpest arguments
on the most pressing issues of the week, from
new and familiar voices.
Trump thought voters would repudiate impeachment and vindicate him. Instead, they
did the opposite. Virginia Democrats won a

legislative majority for the first time since 1993,
flipping historically Republican districts. Kentucky Democrats beat incumbent Gov. Matt
Bevin in a state Trump won by 30 points in
2016. And Louisiana Democrats re-elected
Governor John Bel Edwards in a state Trump
won by the more modest but still substantial
margin of 20 points. Democrats in Mississippi
made significant gains even as they fell short
of victory — their nominee for governor, Jim
Hood, lost by five-and-a-half points, a dramatic turnaround from four years ago, when
Republican Phil Bryant won in a landslide.
JAMELLE BOUIE’S NEWSLETTER Discover
overlooked writing from around the internet,
and get exclusive thoughts, photos and reading
recommendations from Jamelle. Sign up here.
It’s true that Democrats didn’t run on the
issue of impeachment. These races were centered on more quotidian issues like health care,
transportation and education. If anything,
this was the second consecutive election cycle
where health care made the difference. In
Kentucky, the Democratic candidate, Andy
Beshear — whose father, also as governor,
implemented the Affordable Care Act in the
state — promised to protect Medicaid and
hammered Bevin on his plan for work requirements. Edwards ran for re-election on his
implementation of the Medicaid expansion
in Louisiana, which gave coverage to more
than 400,000 state residents. Medicaid was
a key issue in the Mississippi race as well,
where an estimated 100,000 residents would
be eligible for coverage under the expansion.
But just because no one ran on impeachment
doesn’t mean it wasn’t in the air. Voters could
have shown they were tired of Democratic
investigations. They could have elevated the
president’s allies. Instead, voters handed
Trump an unambiguous defeat. And that is
much more than just a blow to the president’s
immediate political fortunes.
To start, it confirms recent polling on
impeachment. A new ABC News poll shows
majority support for impeachment and even
removal. Fifty-one percent say that “President
Trump’s actions were wrong and he should be
impeached by the House and removed from
office by the Senate.” And an overwhelming
70 percent of Americans say that the inciting offense — Trump’s attempt to coerce
Ukraine into investigating a political rival
— was wrong. A similarly fresh Reuters poll
has lower numbers for removal (44 percent
of Americans say they want the House to
impeach and the Senate to convict), but also
shows that most Americans want Congress
to investigate Trump if he “committed impeachable offenses during his conversation
with the president of Ukraine.”
Worried about backlash and committed to
restraint, House Democrats have limited their
impeachment inquiry to the Ukraine scandal.
You could read these numbers and election
results as vindication — proof that Democrats
were right to take a narrow, focused approach
7
to the president’s wrongdoing.
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U.S. election polls not stable
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But it’s also possible that Democrats
are leaving political advantage on the table
— that there’s still opportunity for an even
broader investigation that tackles everything
from White House involvement in Ukraine
and the president’s phone calls with other
foreign leaders (the records of several of these,
not just the one involving Ukraine, have been
inappropriately placed on a classified server)
to his deals with authoritarian governments
in Turkey and Saudi Arabia. These wouldn’t
be fishing expeditions — given the president’s
refusal to divest from his businesses or separate
his personal interests from those of the state,
there’s good reason to suspect inappropriate
behavior across a range of areas — but they
would mean a longer process. Democrats
couldn’t wrap up impeachment before the
end of the year. They would have to let it move
at its own pace, even if it stretches well into
2020. (Watergate, remember, took more than
two years to unfold.)
I don’t see the downside. A long inquiry
keeps impeachment out of Mitch McConnell’s hands until there’s a comprehensive
case against the president. Yes, there’s the
chance of a late campaign acquittal, but if the
past month is any prediction, Trump will have
sustained a large amount of political damage
over the course of a long investigation. It would
keep him off-balance, especially if further investigation uncovers even more corruption. It
would also allow the six Democratic presidential
candidates in the Senate to campaign through
the primary season instead of returning to
Washington for a trial. But most important
it would show a commitment to getting to
the full truth of what’s been happening in
the White House under the guise of making
America great again.

Impeachment could lead to a first
in the 2020 election

As CNN reported,Donald Trump, who
has repeatedly shattered political tradition,
may find himself in another unprecedented
circumstance in 2020: He could become the
first president ever to be impeached by the
House and then seek another term in the next
election.
That unique prospect could scramble
the electoral calculations next year for
both parties.
For Trump, an impeachment confrontation that highlights the aspects of his
presidency that most concern swing voters
-- from his volatility to his willingness to
skirt if not smash legal constraints -- could
force him further toward a 2020 strategy
centered on maximizing turnout among his
core supporters.
For Democrats, a bitter impeachment fight
that divides Congress and the country almost
entirely among party lines could upset one
of the key underlying assumptions driving
the competition for the party’s presidential
nomination: While most Democratic primary
voters appear focused primarily on finding the
nominee they believe will most effectively take
the fight to Trump, a searing impeachment
struggle could create more public demand for
a candidate who pledges to bring the country
together, some operatives in both parties believe. Candidates will have their first chance
to address the impeachment inquiry on the
debate stage since it was announced during
the CNN/New York Times debate Tuesday
in Ohio.
As impeachment proceeds, the division
in the country “is going to go into the stratosphere,” predicts Charles Coughlin, a veteran
Republican political strategist based in Phoenix.
“Which I think creates an opportunity for a
candidate ... to fill that narrative: We have to
start talking about what brings us together
and not what pushes us apart. I think there
will be giant pieces of room in the electorate,
both Republican and Democratic, to articulate
that notion.”
Uncharted territory
One thing that’s clear already is that if the
House votes to impeach Trump -- and the
Senate does not reach the two-thirds majority
required to remove him from office -- the nation
will face a novel political situation in 2020.
None of the previous three presidents who
faced a serious impeachment threat appeared
on the next general election ballot.Richard
Nixon retreated into exile in San Clemente
and never again sought public office after
he resigned in August 1974. His resignation
came after the House Judiciary Committee
approved articles of impeachment against
him over Watergate with bipartisan support,
and leading Senate Republicans told him his
support in that chamber was crumbling.
Bill Clinton finished his second term as
President but was barred by the Constitution’s
two-term limit from running again in 2000.
The Republican-controlled House voted to
impeach him in 1998 but the Senate fell well
short of the votes needed to remove him over
the perjury charges that emerged from his
affair with a White House intern.
Only Andrew Johnson, among the presidents facing impeachment, sought to run
again after his ordeal, though he failed to secure the nomination. Abraham Lincoln, the
first Republican president, picked Johnson,
a pro-Union Democrat from the border state

of Tennessee, as his vice president in 1864
to create a national “unity” ticket. But after
Lincoln was assassinated in 1865 and Johnson
ascended to the presidency, he reverted to his
roots in a Democratic Party that, at the time,
was much more sympathetic to the South and
hostile to the rights of freed slaves. Johnson
repeatedly tried to stymie the agenda of the
Republican House and Senate majorities to
ensure rights for the freed slaves and eliminate
Confederate influence in the Southern states
rejoining the Union.
After an escalating series of confrontations and vetoes, the House in March 1868
impeached Johnson on a party-line vote; all
Republicans who voted backed impeachment
and all voting Democrats opposed it. The Senate
then fell one vote short of removing Johnson from office in May, just months before
the 1868 election. All Senate Democrats and
seven Republicans voted to acquit him on the
impeachment charges, which centered on his
defiance of a law the Republican majorities
passed to prevent him from dismissing executive branch officials without congressional
approval.
Johnson’s strategic move
David O. Stewart, author of the 2009 book
“Impeached: The Trial of President Andrew
Johnson and the Fight for Lincoln’s Legacy,”
said the nearness of the next election was one
reason that just enough senators acquitted
Johnson.
“I actually think the impending election
probably helped him resist the impeachment
case because there were a bunch of people who
said, ‘He is going to be gone pretty soon so why
are we killing ourselves?’ “ Stewart said in an
interview. “And there was a fear of a backlash
that they would make him sympathetic by
pursuing him.”
Having survived the threat of removal by
his adopted party in Congress, Johnson then
came full circle in his partisan migration: He
sought to win the Democratic nomination in
1868 to face the formidable Republican choice,
Ulysses S. Grant, the general of the North’s
victorious armies during the war.
“Johnson desperately wanted to be nominated, and it was for vindication and he thought
he could win,” said Stewart. “He thought Grant
was vulnerable.”
Johnson sent intermediaries to make his
case at the Democratic convention in New
York. On the first ballot, he finished second,
but it was quickly clear those votes were more
a gesture of respect than a reflection of any
genuine desire to choose him. Johnson quickly
faded from contention and Democrats on their
22nd ballot chose as their nominee New York
Gov. Horatio Seymour, who was promptly
beaten by Grant.
Because there are so few precedents for how
an impeachment may affect the next election
-- and no precedent for the impeached president
appearing on the ballot again -- experts are
cautious about offering too many predictions
of how today’s confrontation could affect 2020.
“Anybody who says they know what is going
to happen is wrong,” says Tom Rath, a longtime Republican operative in New Hampshire.
“There is no easy parallel to find.”
A few common threads
But some common threads do run through
these previous struggles, even if no one can say
for sure how relevant they will prove in 2020.
One is that in each previous case, the party
that drove the impeachment won the White
House in the next election: Republicans triumphed in 1868 and 2000, and Democrats
won in 1976. Despite predictions of a backlash,
in each case the country turned away from the
president’s party in the succeeding election.
Another is that in each case, the winning
candidate promised to restore national unity
after the bitter partisan conflict.
Grant, as the leader of the victorious army
during the Civil War, was a living symbol of
Union. And though he was clearly identified
as a champion of the North, Grant, to the

interests above the nation’s -- winning voters
who disapprove of his performance will only
grow more difficult for him, whatever their
views about the Democratic alternative.”It is
getting harder and harder for him to convince
people who don’t support his performance
(in office) that they should support him for
reelection,” says Josh Schwerin, a senior strategist for Priorities USA, a leading Democratic
super PAC. “There is no good scenario here
for Trump, absent some exonerating fact that
doesn’t seem possible. Given the facts and the
numbers we are seeing, it is hard to believe
he doesn’t get impeached by the House and
no matter what happens in the Senate it is
going to be a drag on him.”
Indeed, in last week’s Marist Poll, fully
95% of voters who disapproved of Trump’s
job performance also said they now intend
to vote against him for reelection. Eight-five
percent of those who disapproved in the survey
endorsed the extraordinary step of the Senate
removing him from office.One of the biggest
unanswered questions impeachment raises
is whether the confrontation will change the
kind of alternative that most voters skeptical
of Trump will find appealing in 2020.
Biden scolds reporter who asks about his
son’s business 02:01
The dominant assumption among the
Democratic presidential contenders gathering for a CNN debate tonight in Ohio is
that after four years of searing partisan
combat with Trump and congressional
Republicans, the party wants a “fighter”;
even former Vice President Joe Biden,
who has offered a more centrist message
than his principal rivals, is promising to
“beat (Trump) like a drum.”
The Carter and Bush precedents, though,
suggest there may be more of an audience
than Democrats now expect for a conciliatory candidate in 2020. An impeachment
fight that further fans the flames of partisan
conflict could make voters less enthusiastic
about replacing a conservative President who
revels in political combat with a liberal, such
as Sens. Bernie Sanders of Vermont or Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, who promises
unending confrontation over a different set
of issues.
One final twist from the Johnson impeachment may unsettle both parties. As soon as
Johnson left the White House, as Stewart
recounts, he began maneuvering to return to
Congress to continue his campaign against
the postwar reconstruction of the South. In
1869, a time when US senators were picked
by state legislatures, Johnson campaigned
for an appointment in Tennessee, but fell
just short. In 1872, he ran unsuccessfully for
the US House. Finally, in 1875 he achieved a
measure of vindication when the Tennessee
state Legislature finally appointed him to a
Senate seat. The satisfaction was fleeting:
About four months after Johnson returned
to Washington, his resentments still burning,
he died from a stroke.

extent candidates made their views known about him, I think this is just a really different
in those years, also signaled his determina- event” from the Russia investigation, says
tion to pursue reconciliation with the South. Democratic pollster Anna Greenberg. Unlike
In his inaugural address, he declared that that controversy, she says, “What happened
all issues relating to Reconstruction must in Ukraine is not about the past; it’s about
“be approached calmly, without prejudice, the future. ... And it’s just letting the things
hate or sectional pride.” (Brutal violence by about him that people don’t like come to the
Southerners opposed to rights for the freed fore in this dramatic way.”
In an NPR/PBS NewsHour/Marist Poll
slaves forced Grant to intervene in the former
Confederate states more aggressively than released last week, for instance, fully 93% of
those words implied.)
voters who said they disapprove of Trump’s
After the “long national nightmare” of overall performance in office said it was not
Watergate and Nixon’s resignation, Jimmy acceptable “for a president to ask a foreign
Carter in 1976 also won election after present- country´s leader to help investigate a potential
ing himself as a unifying figure who would political opponent,” according to detailed figrestore to America “a government as good ures provided to me by Marist. Among those
as its people.” As an evangelical Christian disapproving voters, 92% also said Trump
who quoted Bob Dylan in his acceptance was mostly serving his campaign’s interests,
speech at the 1976 Democratic Convention, not the country’s, in his call with Ukrainian
a Southerner who supported civil rights and President Volodymyr Zelensky.Similarly, a
a centrist governor who blended liberal and recent Quinnipiac University national poll
conservative themes, Carter embodied the found that among voters who disapprove of
promise of cultural, racial and political rec- Trump’s job performance, 94% said he has
onciliation after not only the bruising Nixon abused the power of his office and 93% said
years but also the larger tumults of the 1960s. he considers himself above the law, according
“Our country’s lived through a time of to figures provided by the pollsters.
torment,” Carter declared in that acceptance
These sentiments pose a clear challenge to
speech. “It’s now a time for healing. We want a cornerstone of the Republican strategy for
to have faith again. We want to be proud again. 2020. Republicans believe Trump can survive
We just want the truth again.”
majority disapproval of his performance by
Trump likely to take a different tack
disqualifying the eventual Democratic nominee
In 2000, after Clinton’s impeachment, to the point that some voters who disapprove
Republican George W. Bush won by pre- of Trump vote for him anyway. No one in either
senting himself as a “uniter, not a divider” party rules out Trump’s capacity to damage
who had worked closely with Democrats in his opponent. But to the extent the impeachthe Texas state Legislature. Bush criticized ment fight reinforces negative views about
Clinton’s behavior but only indirectly, through Trump -- such as the belief that he considers
his pledge to “restore honor and dignity to himself above the law or puts his personal
the Oval Office,” a cornerstone of his
campaign.
And Bush distanced himself at times
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Apt in Yusef Abad
almost new, 5th floor, 97 sq.m
2 Bdrs., fully furn, equipped
kitchen, city view, parking
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Kamranieh
almost new, 1th floor, 192 sq.m
3 Bdrs., unfurn, spj, parking
$2600
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Elahieh
4th floor, 90 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, parking, $1400
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Shahrak Qarb
5th floor, 220 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
fully furn, elevator, parking
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Zafaranieh
2th floor, 160 sq.m, 3 Bdrs.
fully furn, balcony, equipped
kitchen, elevator, lobby storage
2 parking spots
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Fereshteh
brand new, 4th floor, 200 sq.m
3 Bdrs., furn, equipped kitchen
spj, city view, parking
$3500
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Farmanieh
brand new, 4th floor, 108 sq.m
2 Bdrs. furn, equipped kitchen
elevator, parking, $2000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Villa in Tajrish
2 floors, each floor 270 sq.m
3 Bdrs., 70 sq.m suite, unfurn
terrace, outdoor swimming pool
completely renovated, parking
$4000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Whole building in
Vanak – North Shirazi
administrative office license
3 floors, 3 apts, each apt 220 sq.m
balcony, parking, $5000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Whole Building in Heravi
7 floors, 3500 built up
units between 110 sq.m &
160 sq.m, spj, elevator
40 parking spots
$13 per sq.m
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Triplex Villa in Zafaranieh
450 sq.m land, 800 sq.m built up
14 Bdrs., unfurn, balcony elevator
storage, parking
$5000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Villa in Elahieh
duplex, 4500 sq.m land, 1000 sq.m
built up, one separate suite servant
quarter, beautiful green garden
outdoor swimming pool football
field, renovated & renewed, 2-side
entrances
lots of parking spots
$20000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Villa in Mahmoodieh
Triplex villa, 620 sq.m land
800 sq.m built up, 10 Bdrs.
unfurn, balcony, 8 bath rooms
2-side entrances, lots of
parking spots, $7000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207

Holder of
ISO 9001:2008
ISO 10004:2012
ISO 10002:2014
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Office in Mirdamad
administrative office license
4 offices, each office 600 sq.m
elevator, 32 parking spots
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Mahmoodieh
3 floors, one apt 90 sq.m with
1 Bdr, 3 apts 170 sq.m with
3 Bdrs., elevator, lobby, parking
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Whole Building in Zafaranieh
brand new, 5 floors, 5 apts each
apt 175 sq.m with 3 Bdrs.
10 parking spots, $10000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Office in Valiasr
several administrative offices
from 105 sq.m to 350 sq.m
nice lobby, could be flat or office
lots of parking spots, guest
parking, full of foreign companies
near to Mellat Park
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Villa in Niavaran
brand new, 5 floors, 1100 sq.m
7 master bedrooms, furn &
unfurn, servant quarter, spj
elevator, lots of parking spots
Price: negotiable
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
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Apt in Qeytarieh
3th floor, 150 sq.m, 2 Bdrs. furn
equipped kitchen, parking
near Qeytarieh park, $1400
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Vanak
3th floor, 90 sq.m, 1 Bdr.
furn, renovated, parking
$1100
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Chizar
1th floor, 110 sq.m, 2 Bdrs.
fully furn, equipped kitchen
back yard, elevator
storage, parking, $1000
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Elahieh
180 sq.m, 3 Bdrs., fully furn
equipped kitchen, spj
elevator, parking, $2000
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Tajrish
brand new, 4th floor, 130 sq.m
2 Bdrs., furn, balcony, elevator
storage, parking, $1200
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156
Apt in Jordan
70 sq.m with 1 Bdr., furn
renovated, parking, $400
Ms.Sara: 09128103207
Apt in Evin
300 sq.m, 3 Bdr., unfurn, spj
elevator, 30 sq,m terrace
storage, parking, $1800
Mr.Shayan: 09128440156

Modern Stadium of
Martyrs of Khuzestan
Football Club (KSC)

INTERNATIONAL DAILY
NONEMBER 26, 2019
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Daring Mars mission to send
rocks back to Earth

Engineers plan to collect rocks on Mars and
bring samples to Earth, in one of the most
complex robot space projects envisaged. The
scheme, being developed by NASA and the
European Space Agency (Esa), will involve
robot rovers finding rocks that might contain
evidence of past life.
The samples would be blasted into space,
intercepted by an unmanned spacecraft, and
dropped by parachute in the Utah desert,
with the 500g of Martian soil and rock shared
with researchers round the world.
NASA recently gave outline approval for
such a mission – which will cost billions of
pounds – and research ministers from Esa’s
member states will meet in Seville this week
to decide if they will support it. The UK is a
leading partner in Esa, and its membership
is unconnected to Brexit.
“The Mars Sample Return is a key part of
our future exploration program, and I very
much hope Europe’s science ministers will
back it,” Jan Wörner, Esa’s director general,
said last week. “However, we should be clear
that every step of the mission is going to be
very challenging.”
Scientists are keen to study Martian rock
as conditions on the red planet billions of
years ago were similar to those on Earth. It
had a thick atmosphere and running water
on its surface. Today, most of its atmosphere
has gone and researchers want to know if life
evolved before that. Hence their search for
fossil microbes.
“We have only two ways to study Martian
soil and rock at present,” said Open University astrobiologist Susanne Schwenzer. “We

can send probes to Mars and analyze rock
samples there or we can study bits of Mars
that arrive on Earth as meteorites.”
But space probes are constrained by power
supplies, data storage, the harsh Martian
environment, the need to miniaturize equipment, and difficulties in landing on Mars.
By contrast, studying meteorites – bits
of rock blasted into space when larger meteorites have struck Mars and thrown up
debris – poses different problems. Schwenzer
said: “They often get contaminated after their
arrival on Earth and it is not known where
on Mars they originated.”
The answer, say scientists, is to bring
Martian rock and soil to Earth, to study it

using the world’s most advanced laboratory
equipment.
The mission will start by using the new
NASA Mars 2020 rover, which is set to land
in Jezero crater in the Syrtis Major region
of Mars in early 2021.
“Mars 2020 will collect soil samples, put
them in small metal tubes, then seal them,”
said Sanjay Vijendran, a lead member of Esa’s
Mars Sample Return team. “Caches of these
tubes will then be left at designated sites on
the Martian surface.”
Then a second craft to be built by Esa,
known as a fetch rover, will land on Mars,
trundle round these sites, and load the samples into a football-sized canister. This will

be taken to a US rocket that will blast the
container into orbit round Mars.
A robot spaceship called the Earth-return
orbiter will sweep round Mars, capture the
canister, then head back to Earth, before
releasing the capsule so that it lands on the
Utah desert.
Lewis Dartnell, an astrobiologist at the
University of Westminster, London said:
“The mission involves an incredibly complex sequence of maneuvers, and there’s
so much that could go wrong. However,
if we want to find evidence that there was
once life on Mars, this is the sort of thing
we are going to have to do. It will be worth
the effort.”
The prospect of finding past life on Mars
excites scientists. However, there is also a
chance that life still exists there. So researchers
will have to take considerable care that the
capsule does not carry potentially dangerous
micro-organisms.
“It is extremely unlikely that we will bring
back living organisms, and even if we do, it is
unlikely they will be harmful,” said Vijendran.
“However, we cannot take that for granted,
and every measure to make sure the samples
are sealed and pose no threat to the planet
will be taken.”
Protective measures will include ensuring
that the return capsule can withstand impact on Earth, even if its parachute fails. The
samples will be handled only in laboratories
that possess Biosafety Level 4 containment
facilities, the most secure available to biological researchers at present.
(Source: The Guardian)

Good news for turbines: Global wind
speeds rapidly increased in last decade

New skin-like device could bring touch
to virtual reality

By Brooks Hays
Wind speeds are up across the globe, new
research suggests. New analysis of wind
speed data showed wind speeds have been
steadily increasing since 2010.
The findings, published this week in the
journal Nature Climate Change, marks a
turnaround.
To the chagrin of turbine operators,
global winds began to slacken beginning
in the 1970s, a phenomenon dubbed
global terrestrial stilling. The trend has
now reversed.
Over 30 years, global wind speeds
decreased at a rate of 2.3 percent per decade.
Since 2010, wind speeds have increased at
rates three times the rate of slowing measured
during the period of stilling.
For the study, scientists analyzed wind
speeds measured between 1978 and 2017
at some 9,000 weather stations in Europe,
North America and Asia.
Had global winds not rebounded and
wind speeds continued to decrease, scientists
calculated that the potential of global wind
energy would have been cut in half by 2100.
Permanent decreases in global wind speeds
could hamper efforts to transition to carbon
neutral energy sectors.
Today, wind energy accounts for
more than 6 percent of global electricity
production. That number could increase
as more turbine installations come online
and the trend in stronger winds continues.
Should global winds continue to increase
at the same rate for the next several years,
wind power production could increase by
3.3 million kilowatt hours by 2024.
“This rapid increase in global wind

Imagine a virtual reality system in which
you don’t just see and hear, but also feel
experiences such as a grandmother’s
embrace or the strikes in a combat video
game.
“Adding touch to audio and video
experiences could really help expand
the immersive, personal quality of
virtual reality,” said John Rogers, a
materials scientist and director of
Northwestern University’s Center for
Bio-Integrated Electronics in Evanston,
Illinois. Rogers and his colleagues have
taken an important step toward more
widespread tactile virtual reality by
designing soft, thin, skin-like wearable
interfaces that generate sensations of
touch using wirelessly powered and
controlled miniature vibrating devices.
They detail their findings in the Nov. 21
issue of the journal Nature.
The new inventions are lightweight
sheets that eschew the wires and batteries
that made previous devices bulky and
awkward.
At the core of each interface is an array
of vibrating components called actuators
made of copper wire coils mounted above
magnetic disks. When electric currents
run through the coils, the magnets vibrate
at the same frequencies as the currents.
Each actuator is only 12 to 18 millimeters
wide, 2.5 millimeters thick and 1.4 grams in
weight - one 15-centimeter-by-15-centimeter
prototype held 32 actuators.
Above the actuators are electronics
that receive and transmit radio signals to
wirelessly control the vibrating devices.
These electronics also include antennas to

speeds is certainly good news for the
power industry,” study co-author Adrian
Chappell, researcher at Cardiff University,
said in news release.
In addition to analyzing wind speed
trends, Chappell and his colleagues ran
models to identify the cause of the 30-year
stilling. Their simulations showed changes in
large-scale ocean and atmospheric circulation
patterns best explained the slowing trend.
The study’s authors claim important
patterns like the Pacific Decadal Oscillation,
the North Atlantic Oscillation and the
Tropical North Atlantic Index have all since
reversed, and they are likely to continue
driving increases in global wind speeds for
another decade.
Scientists suspect the trend will reverse
once again in the near future, as large-scale
ocean and atmospheric circulation patterns
shift again, causing winds to slacken. For
now, wind turbine operators can enjoy their
growing energy production.

convert energy from incoming radio signals
into electricity to power the interface. All
these components are embedded in soft,
thin, flexible silicone materials that stick
to the body without tape or straps.
In contrast with the limit of a dozen
or so actuators in previous VR garments,
the researchers suggest they could readily
scale up to hundreds. “By analogy, imagine
going from a collection of LED lights to an
LED display,” Rogers said.
In the future, the researchers plan to
incorporate heating and cooling into the
device and find ways to generate mechanical
forces not just directly at the skin, but
along it as well for shearing or twisting
sensations. In addition, the level of force
the actuators currently generate “feels like
a light fingertip touch - it would be nice to
extend our work to higher levels of pressure,
and to make the entire system thinner and
more lightweight,” Rogers said.
(Source: Inside Science)

Spacewalkers continue repair of cosmic ray detector
In a complex bit of orbital surgery, two
spacewalking astronauts cut into a $2 billion
cosmic ray detector Friday, venting away
life-sustaining carbon dioxide coolant and
then snipping eight coolant lines the size of
soda straws to prepare the high-tech “patient”
for a coolant pump transplant.
It was the second of four planned
spacewalks to repair the Alpha Magnetic
Spectrometer, extending its life through
the end of the space station program so the
particle physics instrument can continue its
search for clues about the nature of enigmatic
dark matter, dark energy and the antimatter
thought to have been cooked up in the big bang.
Floating in the Quest airlock compartment,
Italian astronaut Luca Parmitano and NASA
crewmate Drew Morgan switched their
spacesuits to battery power at 7:02 a.m. EST to
officially kick off the year’s 10th spacewalk, the
223rd since station assembly began in 1998.
The 7.5-ton AMS, mounted on the right
side of the station’s power truss, was not
designed to be serviced by spacewalking
astronauts, and fixing its failing cooling
system is considered the most challenging
orbital repair work since shuttle astronauts
last serviced the Hubble Space Telescope.
During an initial outing last Friday,
Parmitano and Morgan removed a debris
shield from the AMS, installed handrails,
cut zip ties holding cables and coolant
lines in place and pulled back insulation,

getting well ahead of schedule and carrying
out several tasks originally planned for the
second excursion.
Friday’s revised spacewalk was focused
on prepping power and data cables needed
by a new coolant pump module, installing
a mounting bracket to hold the new pump
package in place, cutting a 6-millimeter-wide
line to vent carbon dioxide coolant overboard
and cutting eight more even smaller lines that
carry CO2 through the instrument.
The vent line required two cuts to fully
depressurize the AMS’ thermal control system,
in the process permanently disabling the
instrument as planned until the new pump

module and carbon dioxide reservoir can
be attached.
Anchored to the end of the space station’s
robot arm, Parmitano, assisted by Morgan,
then used custom tools to cut the eight lines
used to carry coolant through the AMS,
carefully labeling each one to make sure the
correct lines are spliced into the replacement
coolant pump module during a third spacewalk
December 2.
With their Friday work complete, the
astronauts made their way back to the Quest
airlock, ending the six-hour, 33-minute
excursion at 1:35 p.m.
Assuming there are no major problems

installing the new pump module during their
next outing, Parmitano and Morgan will carry
out a fourth and final spacewalk to close out
the overhaul and address any follow-up work
that might be needed after the coolant system
is re-pressurized and tests are carried out to
verify its performance.
The Alpha Magnetic Spectrometer was
designed to detect high-energy cosmic rays in
long-term research to learn what happened to
the antimatter that presumably was created
along with normal matter at the birth of the
cosmos. It also is looking for clues about the
nature of unseen dark matter and the equally
mysterious dark energy that is speeding up
the expansion of the universe.
Launched to the station in 2011 aboard
the next-to-last space shuttle mission, the
AMS was designed to operate for three
years. But the instrument managed an
additional five years before being hobbled
by coolant pump failures, and NASA opted
to attempt the spacewalk repair job to
extend its life.
“It’s not only replacing the pumps, it’s
replacing the accumulator, it’s replacing the
heat exchangers, heaters, valves, that whole
pump package,” said Ken Bollweg, the AMS
project manager at the Johnson Space Center
in Houston. “It’s a whole new package that’s
designed to extend the life until the end of
the space station.”
(Source: msn)
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How to design and control
robots with stretchy,
flexible bodies
MIT researchers have invented a way to efficiently optimize
the control and design of soft robots for target tasks, which has
traditionally been a monumental undertaking in computation.
Soft robots have springy, flexible, stretchy bodies that can
essentially move an infinite number of ways at any given moment. Computationally, this represents a highly complex “state
representation,” which describes how each part of the robot is
moving. State representations for soft robots can have potentially
millions of dimensions, making it difficult to calculate the optimal
way to make a robot complete complex tasks.
At the Conference on Neural
Information Processing Systems
next month, the MIT researchers
will present a model that learns a
compact, or “low-dimensional,”
yet detailed state representation,
based on the underlying physics
of the robot and its environment,
among other factors. This helps
the model iteratively co-optimize
movement control and material
design parameters catered to
specific tasks.
“Soft robots are infinite-dimensional creatures that bend
in a billion different ways at any
given moment,” says first author
Andrew Spielberg, a graduate student in the Computer Science
and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory (CSAIL). “But, in truth,
there are natural ways soft objects are likely to bend. We find the
natural states of soft robots can be described very compactly in
a low-dimensional description. We optimize control and design
of soft robots by learning a good description of the likely states.”
In simulations, the model enabled 2D and 3D soft robots to
complete tasks -- such as moving certain distances or reaching
a target spot --more quickly and accurately than current stateof-the-art methods. The researchers next plan to implement the
model in real soft robots.
Joining Spielberg on the paper are CSAIL graduate students
Allan Zhao, Tao Du, and Yuanming Hu; Daniela Rus, director of
CSAIL and the Andrew and Erna Viterbi Professor of Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science; and Wojciech Matusik, an
MIT associate professor in electrical engineering and computer
science and head of the Computational Fabrication Group.
Soft robotics is a relatively new field of research, but it holds
promise for advanced robotics. For instance, flexible bodies could
offer safer interaction with humans, better object manipulation,
and more maneuverability, among other benefits.
Control of robots in simulations relies on an “observer,” a
program that computes variables that see how the soft robot is
moving to complete a task. In previous work, the researchers
decomposed the soft robot into hand-designed clusters of simulated particles. Particles contain important information that
help narrow down the robot’s possible movements. If a robot
attempts to bend a certain way, for instance, actuators may resist that movement enough that it can be ignored. But, for such
complex robots, manually choosing which clusters to track during
simulations can be tricky.
Building off that work, the researchers designed a “learning-inthe-loop optimization” method, where all optimized parameters
are learned during a single feedback loop over many simulations.
And, at the same time as learning optimization -- or “in the loop”
-- the method also learns the state representation.
The model employs a technique called a material point method
(MPM), which simulates the behavior of particles of continuum
materials, such as foams and liquids, surrounded by a background
grid. In doing so, it captures the particles of the robot and its observable environment into pixels or 3D pixels, known as voxels,
without the need of any additional computation.
In a learning phase, this raw particle grid information is fed
into a machine-learning component that learns to input an image,
compress it to a low-dimensional representation, and decompress
the representation back into the input image. If this “autoencoder” retains enough detail while compressing the input image, it
can accurately recreate the input image from the compression.
In the researchers’ work, the autoencoder’s learned compressed representations serve as the robot’s low-dimensional
state representation. In an optimization phase, that compressed
representation loops back into the controller, which outputs a
calculated actuation for how each particle of the robot should
move in the next MPM-simulated step.
Simultaneously, the controller uses that information to adjust
the optimal stiffness for each particle to achieve its desired movement. In the future, that material information can be useful for
3D-printing soft robots, where each particle spot may be printed
with slightly different stiffness. “This allows for creating robot
designs catered to the robot motions that will be relevant to specific
tasks,” Spielberg says. “By learning these parameters together, you
keep everything as synchronized as much as possible to make that
design process easier.”
All optimization information is, in turn, fed back into the start
of the loop to train the autoencoder. Over many simulations, the
controller learns the optimal movement and material design, while
the autoencoder learns the increasingly more detailed state representation. “The key is we want that low-dimensional state to be
very descriptive,” Spielberg says.
After the robot gets to its simulated final state over a set period of
time -- say, as close as possible to the target destination -- it updates
a “loss function.” That’s a critical component of machine learning,
which tries to minimize some error. In this case, it minimizes, say,
how far away the robot stopped from the target. That loss function
flows back to the controller, which uses the error signal to tune all
the optimized parameters to best complete the task.
If the researchers tried to directly feed all the raw particles of
the simulation into the controller, without the compression step,
“running and optimization time would explode,” Spielberg says.
Using the compressed representation, the researchers were able
to decrease the running time for each optimization iteration from
several minutes down to about 10 seconds.
The researchers validated their model on simulations of various
2D and 3D biped and quadruped robots. They researchers also
found that, while robots using traditional methods can take up to
30,000 simulations to optimize these parameters, robots trained
on their model took only about 400 simulations.
Deploying the model into real soft robots means tackling issues
with real-world noise and uncertainty that may decrease the
model’s efficiency and accuracy. But, in the future, the researchers
hope to design a full pipeline, from simulation to fabrication,
for soft robots.
(Source: Science Daily)
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Turkish arrivals in Iran
rising
T O U R I S M TEHRAN — Iran’s deputy tourism minister

d
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k Vali Teymouri has said the number of Turkish
arrivals in Iran has increased by 35 percent over the past year.
The growth helps to nearing a balance of visitor exchange from
the two neighbors, Teymouri said without giving further details.

File photo showing a Tehran-Istanbul train sign
Talking to Turkish cultural and tourism attaché in Tehran, the
official pointed out that there is a need for increased interaction
and commuting between the relevant government officials in
order to enhance tourism relations between the two countries,
in addition to the more private sector relations between the two
countries, Fars reported on Monday.
He added that the joint tourism meeting scheduled to be held
by the private and public sectors of the two sides before the end
of this year may provide the necessary platform for enhancing
the intended communications.
The meeting is aimed at providing a chance for the two sides to
discuss the status of tourism exchanges between the two countries
as well as explore ways to strengthen bilateral ties.
The Turkish cultural attaché, for his part, expressed the readiness of his country to participate in the Tehran International
Tourism Fair which is slated be held in the Iranian capital in
February next year.
Some 1.37 million Iranian tourists visited Turkey during the
first eight months of 2019, accounting for 4.4% of all international
arrivals in the country. In fact, Iran was Turkey’s fifth biggest
source of tourism from January to August, according to data
released by the Turkish Statistical Institute.
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Iran at the height of travel season
“Following several follow-up
1
assemblies between the Tourism Ministry,
stakeholders in tourism and hospitality
industries, and the private investors,
the country has been in preparation for
[meeting] requirements of the high-season
of foreign tourists,” Teymouri said, IRNA
reported.
“For the time being, a significant number
of foreign tourists are visiting the country,
creating a boom in the inbound tours,” the
official said, without mentioning a figure.
Undertaking fam tours [for international
travel agents, travel marketers, tour
operators and media personnel], offering
[bargaining] travel packages, influencers’s
portrayals of Iran in the social media, and
digital marketing, are among elements,
which have fueled the boom this year, the
official explained.
He also referred to the concept of
“Iranophobia”, saying travelers to the
country will well-differentiate between
what they have personally perceived and the
image some Western countries and media
try to portray from Iran and its people.
Cutting traveling bureaucracies
As of August, all Iranian border crossings
are letting foreign nationals in without
passport stamps according to a presidential
decree that orders for the waiver of physical
stamping on travelers’ passports upon

Foreign travelers visit the towers of silence nested on a lonely, barren hilltop on the outskirts of Yazd, central Iran.
entering or leaving the country.
The decision is expected to facilitate
travels to the country without fear of
possible U.S. penalties, as last year,
Washington announced travelers to some
certain countries including Iran would
face restrictions to enter the U.S.
The Islamic Republic is also undertaking

a pilot project in a select of its airports,
issuing electronic visas -- without any
entry or exit stamps.
The Iranian government has waived
visa requirements for passport holders
from China and Hong Kong to attract
more foreign tourists from the Far East;
however, it is a unilateral measure i.e.

Iranian tourists visiting China or Hong
Kong still need visas.
Iran embraces hundreds of historical
sites such as bazaars, museums,
mosques, bridges, bathhouses, madrasas,
mausoleums, churches, towers, and
mansions, of which 22 being inscribed
on the UNESCO World Heritage list.

More Russian travelers getting
interested in Iran: ATOR

Yazd festival to highlight better tourism
infrastructure for the physically-impaired

T O U R I S M TEHRAN – Iran, as

T O U R I S M TEHRAN – The city of

Viking ship burial discovered
on Norwegian island
As technology is advancing, it is allowing us to know more about
our past. Researchers in Norway have used it to identify a Viking
ship burial on an island. The ship’s outline was detected, and
researchers have been able to study the buried vessel without
even digging into the soil.
The exciting discovery was made after a survey of a historic
church on the small Island of Edoy, which is located 70 miles
(85 km) west of Trondheim in western Norway. The survey
was conducted by a team of local experts and members of
the NIKU (Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage). The
team used georadar technology to map the area around the
historic Church.
Georadar uses radar pulses to create images of the area
beneath the topsoil. It can help to identify the outlines of
larger structures and objects. It is a non-invasive form of
investigation and allows archaeologists to make exciting
discoveries without excavating. This technology was developed
by the LBI ArchPro Institute in Austria and its partners and
it has been used successfully around the world.
(Source: Ancient Origins)

ROUND THE GLOBE

Mount Huangshan
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k an open-air museum of
cultural heritage, is steadily attracting the
attention of more Russians, Maya Lomidze,
president of the Association of Tour Operators
of Russia (ATOR), has said.
“Russian tourists’ interest in traveling to
Iran has increased,” IRNA quoted Lomidze
as saying on Monday.
Iran’s proximity to Iraq, or other destabilized countries in the Middle East, has
not affected Russian tourists’ interest in
traveling to Iran, she explained.
Hundreds of unique tourist attractions
in Iran, which is an open-air museum,
have made it one of the best places in the
world with extensive tourism opportunities, she said.
“Despite all negative media propaganda, which are circulated against Iran, many

Russian travelers are drawn to this country,
and they are pleased for their visits; some
even want to travel to Iran again.”
Ebrahim Pourfaraj, who presides over
the Iranian Tour Operators Association, said
in August that that a majority of potential
Russian travelers are unaware of vast tourist
attractions that exist in every corner of Iran.
“The fact is that Iran’s political and economic relations with Russia are considered as
good, but this has nothing to do with attracting
tourists because it is directly connected with
the Russian people. It is the Russian people
who must choose Iran as their destination,”
he explained.
The 2019 Travel Risk Map, which shows
the risk level around the world, puts Iran
among countries with “insignificant risk”,
a category where the UK, Denmark, Switzerland, Norway, and Finland are placed in.

Thanksgiving travel: wicked weather,
‘nothing worse than Wednesday’
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k Yazd will host a special
tourism festival which aims to raise public
awareness of the need to improve infrastructure for travelling of physically-impaired
people.
The event, which will be running from
December 1 to 11, is aimed to make Yazd, a
destination that can be well-visited by any
tourist, regardless of their physical, sensory
or cognitive abilities.
“By organizing this cultural/social event, we
intend to create and strengthen the necessary
infrastructure in Yazd and to sensitize public
opinions in this regard,” a provincial official
said on Monday, IRIB reported.
Participants of this national festival are
officials and heads of the country’s spinal cord
injury associations, he said, adding “The festival may be is a good model for other cities

First Announcement
Call for public tender (First/Second publish)- Retender
One Stages tender

N.I.O.C

Mount Huangshan, often described as the “loveliest
mountain of China”, has played an important role in
the history of art and literature in China since the Tang
Dynasty around the 8th century, when a legend dated
from the year 747 described the mountain as the place
of discovery of the long-sought elixir of immortality.
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This legend gave Mount Huangshan its name and
assured its place in Chinese history.
Mount Huangshan became a magnet for hermits,
poets and landscape artists, fascinated by its dramatic
mountainous landscape consisting of numerous granitic
peaks, many over 1,000 m high, emerging through a
perpetual sea of clouds.
During the Ming Dynasty from around the 16th century,
this landscape and its numerous grotesquely-shaped
rocks and ancient, gnarled trees inspired the influential
Shanshui (“Mountain and Water”) school of landscape
painting, providing a fundamental representation of the
oriental landscape in the world’s imagination and art.
The property, located in the humid subtropical monsoon
climate zone of China’s Anhui Province and covering an
area of 15,400 ha with a buffer zone of 14,200 ha, is also
of outstanding importance for its botanical richness and
for the conservation of a number of locally or nationally
endemic plant species, some of which are threatened
with extinction.
(Source: UNESCO)

and provinces in the field of urban space
adaptation for the handicapped.”
Earlier in May, Si-e Tir, a historical stonepaved one-way street in downtown Tehran, was
designated as an accessible tourism destination
for all people by the Ministry of Tourism.
Introduced by the United Nations World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), the creation of the international “Accessible Tourism
Destination” aims to make sure that a destination can be enjoyed by any tourist including
physically-impaired people.
The UNWTO Recommendations on Accessible Tourism for All are meant to be used
as a general, basic mainstreaming framework
for ensuring that people with disabilities have
access to the physical environment, the transportation system, information and communications channels, as well as to a wide range
of public facilities and services.

A trio of wintry storms headed across
the United States during the busy
Thanksgiving travel period could
mean jitters or joy for more than
55 million people on the roads, rails,
waterways and in the air.
The first of three storms predicted
for the holiday week was headed for
the U.S. Northeast on Sunday, with
overnight accumulations of 4 to 7
inches of snow expected to make
driving hazardous in northern New
Hampshire and central and northern Maine, said National Weather
Service meteorologist Patrick Burke
at the Weather Prediction Center in
College Park, Maryland.
That storm was expected to end
by early Monday.
A second, smaller storm was
predicted to aim a snowball at the
Midwest on Tuesday, where 3 to 6
inches of snow was expected to pile
up in Denver, Minneapolis, Omaha,
and Des Moines, as well as parts of
Wisconsin.
The third is a massive soggy system set to drench the parched West
Coast, making its way on Wednesday
from the Pacific Northwest to southern California, where it will sit until
Friday, lolling like an over-stuffed
holiday guest.

“This is a pretty powerful one,
right over the holiday,” Burke said.
This year is expected to mark the
second-highest travel volume for
America’s busiest holiday, trailing
the record set in 2005, said the American Automobile Association (AAA).
Airports will see 26.8 million passengers traveling through security
screening checkpoints nationwide,
said Transportation Security Administration (TSA) officials.
“Nothing worse than Wednesday,” AAA said, expecting a travel
crush on Nov. 27, the day before the
federal holiday that has taken place
on the fourth Thursday in November
since 1942.
Wicked weather for travelers could
mean snowy slopes for outdoor enthusiasts, however.
“It’s going to deliver quite a bit
of snow to some of the ski resorts,”
Burke said of the storm system headed for the West Coast.
“Once it gets into southern California, it just really sets up there for
a prolonged period of widespread
rainfall and heavy mountain snow
affecting not just California but much
of the southwestern U.S., including
parts of Arizona, Nevada, Utah.”
(Source: Reuters)
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Drifting allies may finally
abandon U.S.

GLOBALTIMES — The Washington Post published
on Saturday an article entitled “The 66-year alliance
between the US and South Korea is in deep trouble.”
Among the prominent reasons given for the troubled
bilateral ties is Washington demanding more financial
contribution from South Korea as the cost for hosting
US troops. According to CNN, negotiations between
the two countries on defense cost-sharing issues ended
abruptly on Tuesday.
South Korea is not the only ally the US is targeting over
defense spending. US President Donald Trump’s administration has also asked both Japan and its NATO allies to pay
more. As Japan’s special measures agreement with the US,
signed in 2016, will expire in 2021, the issue of military cost
will directly affect relevant Washington-Tokyo negotiations.
“The US and Japanese governments will be entering their own
cost-sharing negotiations in late 2019/early 2020, meaning
Japan is a near-term target of the Trump administration’s
campaign against ‘free-riding’ allies,” reported the Diplomat
in December 2018.
US military cost negotiations reflect looming contradictions
between Trump’s “America First” policy and Washington’s
need to maintain its alliance system. After the WWII, Europe
and Asia were left in ruins, and the US allies were in urgent
need of support in the face of external security challenges
and internal reconstruction tasks. In order to establish and
consolidate an international order and mechanism with itself
as the core, the US needed the support of a strong system of
allies. With this strategic understanding and consensus, the
US and its allies can generally benefit from such an alliance
system, despite their differences.
But the Trump administration’s view of the world and
the US role in it has changed. It believes “peace through
strength” is the correct way to cope with current challenges
and thus changes the US perception and positioning of
its allies.
Trump believes that safeguarding the security and prosperity of the US should not be bound by the international
system, which is a sign that the current US administration
no longer sees defending its core position in international
order as a long-term strategic goal.According to Trump, while
the US is protecting the security of its allies, they should pay
more, and US allies should coordinate with Washington
in the latter’s regional and global strategies, rather than
stressing the strategic freedom.
This is evident in the attitude of the US toward its European allies. In pursuit of self-interest, the US has adopted
different approaches in its European policy, regardless of
the real difficulties and needs of the continent.On one hand,
the US constantly emphasizes the commonality with Europe
at the level of values. Washington even claimed to unite
European countries with common values against so-called
revisionist countries.But on the other hand, when it comes
to climate change, the Iran nuclear deal, free trade, the US
and Europe have very different ideas. The Trump administration’s emphasis on “America First” policy is at odds with
multilateralism advocated by Europe.
In addition, with the UK likely to formally divorce the
EU, Germany and France differ in philosophy and policies
from the US, Washington intends to bypass traditional
European major powers and seek new strategic fulcrum in
Central and Eastern Europe.In the past, for the purpose of
containing adversaries and maintaining a dominant status in international order, the US has, to a certain extent,
taken a genuine interest in the affairs of its allies, nurtured
their development, ensured their security, and made sure
that their internal politics did not slide to either left-wing
or right-wing extremism. To do this, the US need not win
every economic competition or every trade agreement. At
that time, US allies in Europe and Asia had long accepted
US leadership as a prerequisite for peaceful development.
However, the US is now fully retreating from the international order and obligations in its alliance, hiding the
deep uneasiness and suspicion of its own strength under the
seeming pursuit of fair relations. By abusing its dominant
position in the alliance system to pressure its allies, the US
will only further fuel its allies’ fear of abandonment and
their desire for strategic dependence, thus facilitating the
gradual decoupling of allies.

Chinese spy’ makes fool of Western media

Australian media recently reported that a “Chinese spy”
named Wang Liqiang had decided to “defect to Australia.”
According to anti-China newspaper The Sydney Morning
Herald, Wang worked in Hong Kong at China Innovation
Investment Limited, a company that the media claimed was
set up to “infiltrate into Hong Kong’s financial market” and
to collect “military intelligence.” Wang said he has “personally been involved and participated in a series of espionage
activities.” He also said he was involved in the “kidnapping”
of the booksellers from Causeway Bay Books in Hong Kong
in 2015, adding that he was responsible for the “negotiation
and tasks to be implemented.”
Wang claimed that their work on Taiwan aimed at “infiltration into media, temples and grass-roots organisations.”
Wang said they successfully influenced the 2018 Taiwan
elections and that he was given a “fake South Korean passport”
to interfere in the 2020 “presidential election” in Taiwan.
He also disclosed alleged details of “China’s actions to exert
political influence in Australia.”
Ordinary people would think Wang is a veteran intelligence
officer holding an important position, based on these media
reports, however, Wang is only 26 years old - some Western
media said he is 27 - and his wife and child are in Australia.
His publicly stated purpose of defecting to Australia is to
seek political asylum.
Chinese people would intuitively know that Wang sounds
like an opportunistic liar, probably a swindler. Indeed, Shanghai police said on late Saturday evening that Wang is an
ex-convict. He was previously sentenced to 15 months in
prison in 2016 for fraud and put on probation for 18 months.
Now the guy is trying to cheat internationally.
To work in China’s national security establishment, one
has to pass the civil service examination. Many hold graduate
or a PhD degree, or bachelor’s degree at the minimum. A
26-year-old person can only be a novice, so how could he
hold an important position as Wang claimed? Wang was
only 22 years old in 2015, and even if he was lucky enough
to work in the national security department at such a young

age, he would be in a training or intern program. How could
he possibly be responsible for the “negotiation and tasks
to be implemented?” The only explanation is that Wang
made it up.
Besides, it is extremely rare that a person who works
in China’s national security establishment to have a child
as early as 26. It is especially bizarre that an intelligence
officer’s wife and child both live in Australia. How can Wang’s
hollow lies fool Australia’s intelligence agency? If Australia’s intelligence agency really believed Wang, it would have
taken secret counter-espionage actions instead of letting
the media expose it.
It seems more likely that Australia’s intelligence agency is
aware of Wang’s opportunistic purposes and does not think
his story has any intelligence value. But Australia finds his
story valuable in public opinion. Thus The Sydney Morning
Herald, a media organization that likes to smear China, has
hyped Wang’s story into an explosive story.Now they have
all got what they wanted. Australia’s intelligence agency
has shown its loyalty to the Western system, the Australian
media has gained enough attention, and Wang has more
chance of being granted political asylum.
The disgusting farce has fooled many Western people.
The atmosphere of hostility toward China has been intensified in Western public opinion. Western media reports on
China now only care about stance and completely ignore
facts and logic.

US request for fivefold increase in military
costs for South Korea is blackmail

After the US-South Korea talks on US military cost-sharing in South Korea broke down on Tuesday, South Korean
media reported on Thursday that the Trump administration
is considering withdrawing a brigade of US troops from the
country to put pressure on Seoul.Tuesday’s talks broke down
as the US demanded a fivefold increase in South Korea’s
share of the bill, from the current $900 million to $5 billion
a year, sparking outrage across the country. Thursday’s news
led to yet more public uproar. The Pentagon has denied
the South Korean report, but many believe that there is no
smoke without fire.
South Korea’s share of US military spending has been
increasing, though in small steps such as an increase of
8.2 percent in 2019 compared to 2018. The US’ request for
a fivefold increase can be seen as a policy announcement
from the current administration under US President Donald
Trump to fundamentally change the US overseas military
cost-sharing mechanism, or as an action to promote such
new policy to its global alliances.South Korea is not wellequipped to withstand US blackmail. Although it has some
cooperation with Japan, another ally of the US, relations
have deteriorated sharply in 2019, and it does not have close
ties with other US allies. Most importantly, it is at the heart
of a strategically volatile region, the Korean Peninsula, and
is dependent on the US.
Washington has apparently realized that South Korea has
no choice but to depend upon the US, and has offered Seoul
an almost humiliating price tag.The Trump administration
may be looking to initially offer its highest price to South
Korea and then offer it a discount, forcing the Asian country
to swallow a smaller but still bitter fruit. A breakdown of
the US-South Korea alliance is currently still unimaginable,
and if the two sides engage in extremities, most observers
believe that South Korea will eventually yield.
Trump’s policy of doubling shares of military costs among
allies has received some criticism in the US, but such criticism
has not been firm. It is becoming clear that many Americans
would be happy if the administration could extract money
for the US by strong-arming its allies. Trump’s commercial
review of the global allies system has affected many American
people. The overall strategic thinking of American society as
revealed by Trump’s presidency appears very short-sighted.
There are multiple reasons for this profound change in
the US, but perhaps the most significant is that the country
can no longer sustain its global hegemony in its trademark
profligate manner. The US has put a price on alliances and
is using US troops in other countries to profit. This is the
US’ new model of leading the world.
The Japanese media have reported that Washington also
asked for a fourfold increase in the cost of US troops in Japan
which was rejected by Tokyo. Have there been similar covert
instructions and negotiations in Europe? It’s hard to say.
The US is plundering the world, and impact from the
“America First” way of thinking seems to be appearing
everywhere. Washington refuses to let go of any dollar it
can find, from trade wars to military costs from allies. The
approach to fulfilling Trump’s “Make America Great Again”
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Reducing global exposure to
U.S. Dollar
TEHRAN (FNA) — The mainstream media is mainly
focusing on the daily events relating to the trade war
between the US and China to understand what kind of
consequences and impact it will have on the economy
and on global politics.
What has not received adequate coverage is the tectonic movements that countries such as Iran, China and
Russia are making in order to reduce their reliance on
the US dollar.
The current global financial system is highly dollar-centric and larger emerging and developed economies
aim to move to a multipolar reserve currency world.
Among them, Iran, China and Russia are the most active ones taking action to increase their ability to resist
the US dollar hegemony and reduce the US ability to
weaponize the dollar as a foreign policy tool.Russia, for
example, is issuing a yuan-denominated bond, which
could be a shield from US tariffs and sanctions. The
issuance of yuan bonds have been planned since 2016
and it is expected to be issued by the end of this year or
early 2020. This event would mark the first time that
Russia issues sovereign debt in the Chinese currency.
Russia and Iran are also doing the same thing with
their currencies.

campaign promise is brutal, and the world is now facing a
new brand of turmoil.Let’s see what South Korea can do
to bargain with the US. That outcome will be important
to the US’ allies and will offer a valuable glimpse into the
future of the world.

Impeachment a tool in US political infighting

Donald Trump’s presidency is on a bumpy ride. Russiagate - allegations that Russian government interfered
in the 2016 US presidential election - had been hovering over the maverick leader since he assumed office.
Now, he is confronting another scandal - Ukrainegate,
in which he allegedly tried to persuade his Ukrainian
counterpart to investigate former US vice president and
2020 presidential candidate Joe Biden and his son who
has business interests in the country. The case has led to
an impeachment inquiry against Trump. Since the impeachment hearings were broadcast live, the scandal is
getting increasingly murky.
When political struggles are bonded with media hype, any
subtle detail can be captured. Now the political infighting
has become intertwined with public divisions in the US. No
matter how the impeachment turns out, it will lead to widening gap in US politics and society, affecting the upcoming
US presidential election.
Both Democratic and Republican parties have been
sticking to their own arguments over the impeachment,
which has turned the case into a political “Rashomon.” The
Democratic Party won’t give up any opportunity to attack
Trump. Ukrainegate is currently its ace in the hole.
During a public hearing in the Congress on Trump’s
impeachment on Friday, Marie Yovanovitch, former US
ambassador to Ukraine who was removed from her position this spring, testified that she was accused of “blocking
efforts to investigate Democrats like former Vice President
Joe Biden,” reported CNN. The Wall Street Journal commented, “Democrats used her appearance Friday to argue
that Mr Trump sought her removal in order to clear the way
for a pressure campaign in Ukraine that could benefit the
president politically.”
Yovanovitch is regarded as a respected career diplomat
in the US and is the highest-ranked female ambassador at the State Department. Her case of being fired by
Trump is believed to have more stories that can be dug
up. Democrats might thus have evidence to impeach the
sitting president. Republican Adam Schiff, the chairman
of the House Intelligence Committee, asked, “The question before us is not whether Donald Trump could recall
an American ambassador with a stellar reputation for
fighting corruption in Ukraine, but why would he want
to?” He answered his own question by saying Yovanovitch
was fired because she was seen as an obstacle to Trump’s
personal agenda.
The Republican Party has been strongly opposing
accusations by Democrats. The fate of Trump is closely
linked with the party’s destiny. Trump himself tweeted Yovanovitch was removed because of her incompetence, saying “everywhere Marie Yovanovitch went
turned bad. She started off in Somalia, how did that
go?” adding “it is a US President’s absolute right to
appoint ambassadors.”
Trump has many times denied accusations of improper
behavior against him, stressing the impeachment hearings
are a “witch hunt.” On November 14, House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy said, “Each week will be something new,
because each time they fail to prove anything,” noting Democrats are framing Trump because they are afraid to face
him at the ballot box.
Given the procedure of impeachment, the hearings will
be led by the House Judiciary Committee later this month,
which will likely draft specific articles of impeachment
against Trump. The articles of impeachment approved by
the committee will then be sent “to the full House to be
voted on” and “Democrats hope to hold those votes before
Christmas,” according to US media Vox. If the House approves articles of impeachment, the case would move to
the Republican-led Senate for a trial. Since the GOP holds
the majority seats in Senate, it is unlikely that the Senate
would vote to convict Trump.
For Democrats, even though the impeachment against
Trump will eventually fail, a negative reputation of Trump
could be shaped during the process, which would lead to
a decreasing approval rating. While Republicans spare no
effort to defend Trump, they are actually trying to stabilize
public opinion. It is a battle to win hearts of Americans and
the impeachment is only one of the tools amid the political
infighting.

The move is due to the changed global political landscape for Iran, China and Russia that has pushed the
countries into a closer partnership. It’s a clear step
to prevent the power of the dollar from hurting their
national interest and it also represents a bridge for
investors of these countries. Russia has progressively
reduced the US currency share from its international
reserves in the past year, increasing gold, yuan and
euro holdings.
Both Russian Central Bank and Russian National Wealth
Fund have intervened in this direction explaining that the
geopolitical risk represents a key factor in determining
the new structure. The Chinese yuan has seen the biggest
boost in Russian foreign reserves surging from 5 percent
to over 14 percent.Being the holder of over one trillion
dollars of US government debt, China is heavily exposed
to the US dollar and, as a consequence of a possible risk
of decoupling from the US, China is now diversifying its
foreign reserves reducing its dependency on the dollar
and the pace of diversification into other currencies such
as the British pound, the Japanese yen and euro as well
as gold reserves will likely speed up going forward. The
reduced reliance on the dollar financial conditions can
offer China more room for the yuan to play a bigger role
on the global stage.
China seems to be an even more forward-thinking
with its planned launch of a cryptocurrency backed by
the People’s Bank of China that will encourage worldwide use of the yuan in order to protect its foreign
exchange sovereignty. Having a proprietary digital currency could allow China to better monitor the monetary
supply intervention and prevent corruption and money
laundering.Probably the most interesting aspect of the
Chinese cryptocurrency is that it can be seen as a way
for a global distribution of the yuan by the PBOC and
commercial banks through a mechanism by which the
yuan can be used in everyday transactions all around
the world and a foundation for the internationalization
of the yuan using the Belt and Road Initiative as the
first channel.
Cryptocurrency is considered as one of the top currencies
because they are digital currencies that have the reach of the
internet and can go anywhere the internet can reach. It is
also very powerful because they can bypass Western banking
systems such as SWIFT, a network that enables financial
institutions worldwide to send and receive information about
financial transactions, making them extremely strategic.
The attention of financial observers to the future launch
of the Chinese digital currency has been amplified by the
recent support in investments in the blockchain technology
expressed on several occasions by the Chinese leadership
that considers it as a “core technology”.
The strategic decisions taken by Iran, China and Russia
could have a rebalancing effect on the strength and influence
of the US on global financial markets. The de-dollarization has already become an ongoing process that could
reduce the dominance of the dollar globally and see the
rise of other currencies for a better representation of the
growing weight of emerging economies.
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North Pole explorers on thin
ice as climate change hits
expedition
It was supposed to be an epic 1,000-mile journey taking in the
stunning snow-covered scenery of the North Pole as two adventurers
embarked on a brave bid to cross the frozen Arctic Ocean on skis.
But the experienced explorers’ attempt has, quite literally, been
left on thin ice as the pair struggle to navigate the harsh terrain in
time – leaving them in a “touch and go” position to finish before
food runs out in 12 days.
Mike Horn, 53, from South Africa, and Norwegian Borge Ousland,
57, set off from Alaska on their
three-month journey at the end
of August by boat, reaching sea
ice on 12 September. Since then
they have been travelling on skis
pulling sleds with supplies.
They planned to complete
their journey by mid-November, by which time they hoped
to have hit the edge of the sea
ice where it meets the water so
they could be picked up by their
vessel, Pangaea.
However, they have been
slowed by the thinning ice,
which has been credited to climate change. “Because of climate
change the ice is thinner than usual, which is more prone to drift,”
Lars Ebbesen, the expedition spokesman, told Agence-France Presse.
Normally there would be a positive drift of a few extra kilometres
a day, “but the winds are pushing the ice toward Greenland and
they have gone backwards three to five kilometres per day”, he said.
The duo, who have not asked to be rescued, hope to finish within
10 to 12 days, which is how long their rations will last. Ebbesen
explained: “There is no danger, no huge drama. But it is touch and
go – a mad dash to reach the goal. We are considering how to get
more food to them in case it takes longer.” The weather forecast
is looking better, he added.
Despite their situation, he said Horn and Ousland were in “surprisingly good condition,” adding: “They have a little frostbite but
that’s quite normal.”
But Horn’s daughter, Annika, 26, told the French newspaper
Le Parisien that her father was not in good shape. “His morale is
very low. I’ve never seen him like that, in such an extreme state
of fatigue … My sister Jessica and I just want him to come home
soon,” she said.
Bard Mortensen, a spokesman for the Joint Rescue Coordination
Centre in Northern Norway, said rescuers were “considering precautionary plans at this point” in case an evacuation was required.
“There is no evacuation under way … they are determined at this
point to make it on their own,” Mortensen said. A helicopter or
ship from Norway’s nearby Svalbard archipelago would be able
to rescue the pair, he added.
Horn’s website – which allows browsers to track the adventurers’
progress in realtime – paints a daunting picture of their journey,
explaining time will be of the essence. “They are giving themselves
a period of a maximum three months to undertake the traverse
of the frozen Arctic Ocean via the North Pole,” it reads. “Once the
crossover completed, Pangaea and its crew will pick them up at
the point where the open water meets the sea ice in the region of
northern Norway.”
It adds: “If all goes according to plan and that Pangaea can be
sailed as far as 85°N from Alaska, Mike and Borge will jump off
the boat and start their expedition. They will have to cover 900
nautical miles on foot and skis (approx. 1666km) [1035 miles],
across the frozen ocean passing via the North Pole. This distance
is calculated without taking into account the unavoidable ice drift,
which could double or even triple the overall distance the duo will
have to cover to reach the other side.”
The pair’s trip is the second part of Horn’s “Pole2Pole expedition”, after he traversed Antarctica via the South Pole in early 2017.
(Source: The Guardian)

WORDS IN THE NEWS
NATO-Russia Council
(May 15, 2002)
NATO and Russia have agreed to establish a new joint decision-making body, the NATO-Russia Council, to discuss a range of key
defense and security issues. This report from Jonathan Marcus.
This is a new beginning for NATO and Russia. Previous efforts
at establishing a framework for joint action foundered on
the rocks of lingering suspicion and genuine differences over
issues like the crisis in the Balkans. But the terrorist attacks in
the United States on September 11th have put Russia and the
NATO governments on converging courses.
The aim now is to capitalize on this new, more positive mood.
The new NATO-Russia Council will meet every month, with
four ministerial level meetings each year. It has a detailed
work program covering areas like the struggle against terrorism,
halting weapons’ proliferation, theatre missile defense and so on.
Clearly, NATO itself will continue to discuss many of these issues
on its own. The novelty of the new council is that it›s intended to
do practical things. An initial study will look at the terrorist threat
to peace-keeping forces in the Balkans, where Russian troops
serve alongside many other NATO and non-NATO countries.
By keeping the new council focused on practical matters the hope
is that it can take real decisions on real issues. Its success now
depends on how much political capital is invested in the new
body - one veteran NATO official noting that if the new council
achieves little it could actually sour ties between the Alliance
and Moscow.

Words

framework: a set of rules, ideas or beliefs you use to make
sense of facts or events
foundered: if something founders, it fails
converging: here, when ideas or views converge, they stop
being different and gradually start being similar to one another
capitalize on: if you capitalize on a situation you use it to gain
some advantage
ministerial level meetings: meetings involving senior politicians,
such as ministers
work program: a series of actions or events that are planned
to be done
theatre: in a war, a theatre is an area in which fighting takes place
peace-keeping forces: soldiers who try to prevent violence in
a country where there is war or violence
political capital: effort by politicians
sour: if something sours a relationship, it makes it less friendly
or hopeful
(Source: BBC)
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“Each Home a Health Center”
to be piloted in 3 provinces

S O C I E T Y TEHRAN – A scheme
d
e
s
k called “Each Home a
Health Center” will be piloted in 3 provinces
of the country on Tuesday to promote public
health literacy and improve health culture
in the society, Mohammad Eslami, head of
health plans management department at the
Ministry of Health has announced.
The pilot project will be implemented in
three cities of Semnan, Kashan and Mohammadieh, he stated, YJC reported.
The national self-care program was prepared by the Ministry of Health to educate
volunteers from each family, neighborhood,
and training center as health ambassadors,
he noted.
Under the scheme, one person in each
family is selected as a household health ambassador (a volunteer passed at least school’s
8th grade) and is trained by a health team that
includes a physician, midwife, health care
provider, and health worker to take care of
their health, family, peers and community,
he explained.
He pointed out that a set of self-care guides,
including a self-care guide on minor illness,
cancer, heart and brain stroke risk guide,
was developed to guide health ambassadors
in this regard.
The project does not require much funding

because it runs with the help of volunteer
forces, and only a small amount of money is
spent on training and producing educational
content, he said.
“We even tried to reduce training costs
so that instead of printing on paper, we’ve

designed an app that health ambassadors
will have access to.”
Referring to 20 topics to be taught to
each family’s health ambassadors, he said
that carbon monoxide poisoning, oral and
dental health, physical activity and inactivity,

sugar intake reduction, salt and fat intake
reduction, cutting smoking and tobacco use
are among the topics.
Contact with emergency and medical services is one of the most important training
courses for health ambassadors, he highlighted.
Shahram Rafiei-Far, head of education and
promotion affairs at the Ministry of Health,
said in early October that over 5 million health
ambassadors will be trained and educated
in the country to help eliminate diseases or
reduce the burden of illnesses on the society.
A study on the non-communicable disease
and its risk factors conducted in the Iranian
calendar year of 1395 (March 2016- March
2017), shows that 11.9 percent of the population suffers from diabetes, 27.9 percent
have high triglycerides and the prevalence
of hypertension in Iran is 26.4 percent that
is caused by high salt intake.
Some 10.4 percent of Iranians consume
a high amount of salt, which will increase
hypertension, and myocardial infarction, he
said, adding, by reducing salt intake to less
than 5 grams a day, the risk of stroke can be
reduced to one third in society.
Also, the results of the survey showed that
56.3 percent of the people are physically inactive, while 22.7 percent are suffering obesity.

Are electric vehicles really so climate friendly?
Germany’s automobile industry is its most important industrial
sector. But it is in crisis, and not only because it is experiencing the effects of a recession brought on by Volkswagen’s
cheating on emissions standards, which sent consumers
elsewhere. The sector is also facing the existential threat of
exceedingly strict European Union emissions requirements,
which are only seemingly grounded in environmental policy.
The EU clearly overstepped the mark with the carbon
dioxide regulation that went into effect on 17 April 2019. From
2030 onwards, European carmakers must have achieved
average vehicle emissions of just 59 grams of CO2 per km,
which corresponds to fuel consumption of 2.2 litres of diesel
equivalent per 100 km (107 miles per gallon). This simply
will not be possible.
As late as 2006, average emissions for new passenger
vehicles registered in the EU were around 161 g/km. As cars
became smaller and lighter, that figure fell to 118 g/km in
2016. But this average crept back up, owing to an increase
in the market share of gasoline engines, which emit more
CO2 than diesel engines do. By 2018, the average emissions
of newly registered cars had once again climbed to slightly
above 120 g/km, which is twice what will be permitted in
the long term.
Even the most gifted engineers will not be able to build
internal combustion engines (ICEs) that meet the EU’s prescribed standards (unless they force their customers into
soapbox cars). But, apparently, that is precisely the point.
The EU wants to reduce fleet emissions by forcing a shift to
electric vehicles. After all, in its legally binding formula for
calculating fleet emissions, it simply assumes EVs do not
emit any CO2 whatsoever.
The implication is that if an auto company’s production
is split evenly between electric vehicles and ICE vehicles
that conform to the present average, the 59 g/km target will

be just within reach. If a company cannot produce electric
vehicles and remains at the current average emissions level, it will have to pay a fine of about €6,000 (£5,150) per
car, or otherwise merge with a competitor that can build
electric vehicles.
But the EU’s formula is nothing but a huge scam. Electric
vehicles also emit substantial amounts of CO2, the only
difference being that the exhaust is released at a remove
– that is, at the power plant. As long as coal- or gas-fired
power plants are needed to ensure energy supply during
the “dark doldrums” when the wind is not blowing and the
sun is not shining, EVs, like ICE vehicles, run partly on hydrocarbons. And even when they are charged with solar- or
wind-generated energy, enormous amounts of fossil fuels
are used to produce EV batteries in China and elsewhere,
offsetting the supposed emissions reduction. As such, the
EU’s intervention is not much better than a cutoff device
for an emissions control system.
Earlier this year, the physicist Christoph Buchal and I
published a research paper showing that, in the context of
Germany’s energy mix, an EV emits a bit more CO2 than

Solar farms can keep UK’s
lights on even at night

a modern diesel car, even though its battery offers drivers
barely more than half the range of a tank of diesel. And
shortly thereafter, data published by VW confirmed that
its e-Rabbit vehicle emits slightly more CO2 than its Rabbit
Diesel within the German energy mix. (When based on the
overall European energy mix, which includes a huge share
of nuclear energy from France, the e-Rabbit fares slightly
better than the Rabbit Diesel.)
Adding further evidence, the Austrian thinktank Joanneum
Research has just published a large-scale study commissioned by the Austrian automobile association, ÖAMTC,
and its German counterpart, ADAC, that also confirms those
findings. According to this study, a mid-sized electric passenger car in Germany must drive 219,000 km before it
starts outperforming the corresponding diesel car in terms
of CO2 emissions. The problem, of course, is that passenger
cars in Europe last for only 180,000km, on average. Worse,
according to Joanneum, EV batteries don’t last long enough
to achieve that distance in the first place. Unfortunately,
drivers’ anxiety about the cars’ range prompts them to recharge their batteries too often, at every opportunity, and
at a high speed, which is bad for durability.
As for EU lawmakers, there are now only two explanations for what is going on: either they didn’t know what
they were doing, or they deliberately took Europeans for a
ride. Both scenarios suggest that the EU should reverse its
interventionist industrial policy, and instead rely on market-based instruments such as a comprehensive emissions
trading system.
With Germany’s energy mix, the EU’s regulation on fleet
fuel consumption will not do anything to protect the climate.
It will, however, destroy jobs, sap growth, and increase the
public’s distrust in the EU’s increasingly opaque bureaucracy.
(Source: The Guardian)
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Hundreds attend trial as Israel
convicts ‘Sheikh al-Aqsa’

An Israeli court has convicted Raed Salah, an
influential Palestinian figure, of “incitement
to terrorism” and supporting the outlawed
Islamic Movement which he headed.
Hundreds of Palestinians, who had come
in buses from different cities and villages
across Israel to stand in solidarity with Salah,
attended the trial.
More than 1.8 million Palestinians still
live in the territories which are now called
Israel. They have resisted mass expulsion
since Israel’s creation in 1948.
The indictment drew an outcry from
those attending the court session in Haifa on Sunday. “I have never witnessed in
my career history such a racist decision,”
Salah’s lawyer, Khaled Zabarqa, told Middle East Eye.
“This is a political decision to silence the
Palestinian leadership and prevent it from
taking any actions in response to Israeli violations,” he added.
Zabarqa said the Israeli establishment,
which is represented by political and security leaders, has hindered the possibility of
a fair trial.  

Salah was arrested in August 2017 and
served 11 months in prison before he was
moved to house arrest under tight restrictions.  
In November 2015, Israeli authorities
shuttered the offices of the northern branch

of the Islamic Movement in Israel, which
he headed.
According to his lawyer, Salah is banned
from accessing tools of communication, including telephones, the internet and social

media sites and speaking to the press.
He must wear an electronic tag and can
be visited only by his first- and second-degree relatives.
As the court proceedings went on, a large
crowd of Palestinians gathered inside the
court hall and outside Haifa magistrate’s
court to express solidarity with Salah and
call for the protection of al-Aqsa Mosque.
Palestinian teacher Khadija Khweis called
Salah a symbol of al-Aqsa Mosque and of
Jerusalem al-Quds. “He is not just one person; but rather a nation, a cause, a principle
and an idea.”
Salah is one of the most recognized and
influential figures among the Palestinian
population in Israel as well as in the occupied
West Bank and the besieged Gaza Strip.
He is known as Sheikh al-Aqsa for his
long years of activism to protect the third
holiest site for Muslims.
Outside the court, former Knesset member Mohammed Barakeh said the trial was “a
political prosecution” and “a tool to oppress
and silence all Palestinians”.
(Source: Press TV)

Britain is a dangerous mess, former PM Blair says
Former prime minister Tony Blair said on Monday that
Britain was in a dangerous mess and that neither his own
Labor Party nor Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s Conservatives deserved to win a Dec. 12 election.
Britain is holding an election three years ahead of
schedule because parliament was deadlocked over Brexit, unable to agree on how or even whether to leave the
European Union.
“We’re a mess,” Blair said at a Reuters Newsmaker event.
“The buoyancy of the world economy has kept us going up
to now, but should that falter, we will be in deep trouble.”
Blair, Labor prime minister from 1997 to 2007, said
both major parties were peddling fantasies, adding that if
the opinion polls were accurate, Johnson’s party looked
likely to win a majority.
Blair, the only Labor leader to win three elections,
said his party was now controlled by its “Marxist-Leninist
wing” and that its leader Jeremy Corbyn was promising
a revolution.
“The problem with revolutions is never how they begin
but how they end,” said Blair. “The problem with revolutions
is that they always end badly.”

“The truth is: the public aren’t convinced either main
party deserves to win this election outright.”
The Dec. 12 vote presents a stark choice between a socialist-run state under Labor, which is offering a second
referendum on leaving the EU, and the free-market Conservatives, who want to “get Brexit done” by the end of January.
Blair, an opponent of Brexit, argued for a second referendum on the decision to leave, saying it would need to
be followed by another general election.
Johnson has pledged to take Britain out of the EU by
Jan. 31 if he wins a parliamentary majority and then to
negotiate a comprehensive deal with the bloc covering trade
and future relations during a transition period due to end
next December.
Blair cast doubt on that timetable and said there was
still a risk that Britain could exit the EU in a year’s time
without having struck a deal with its biggest trading
partner.
“No-deal Brexit is not off the table,” Blair said. “This
negotiation (on the future relationship) has no chance of
being concluded in that transition period.”
Blair said he did not know whether Labor, which has

tacked sharply to the left under Corbyn, would ever return
to the center ground of British politics, but added: “We must
set about the urgent task of reconstructing the sensible
mainstream of British politics.”
“Otherwise, this laboratory experiment in populism
running riot will end very badly for our nation.”
(Source: Reuters)

China, Australia in war of words over claims of Beijing’s meddling attempts

Australia has engaged in a war of words with
China after a media outlet accused Beijing
of plotting to install an agent in the country’s parliament, allegations rejected by the
Chinese government as “fabricated.”
Beijing on Monday reacted to the allegations aired on the Nine Network’s 60 Minutes program on Sunday, which suggested
suspected Chinese agents had approached a
Chinese-Australian man to run as a candidate
in the parliament prior to Australia’s May
general elections.
The report claimed that they offered Bo
“Nick” Zhao, a member of Australia’s Liberal

Party, $679,000.
According to the report, the 32-year-old
man disclosed the alleged approach for him
to spy on the Australian Security Intelligence
Organization (Asio) last year.
He was later found dead in a motel room
in March. Police have been unable to determine how he died.
Parliamentary intelligence committee
Chief Andrew Hastie also accused China
of trying to “infiltrate our parliament using an Australian citizen and basically run
them as an agent of foreign influence in our
democratic system.”

“This is really significant and Australians should be very, very concerned about
this,” he said.
Meanwhile, Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison described the allegations as
“deeply disturbing and troubling.”
Morrison, however, warned authorities
not to leap into conclusion.
“Hostile foreign intelligence activity
continues to pose a real threat to our nation
and its security,” said the prime minister.
“Australia is not naive to the threats that
it faces more broadly. And I mean more
broadly.”

He also reassured that his government
has “strengthened the laws… increased
the resources... to ensure Australia was
in the best possible position to deal with
any threats that come our way broadly,
or specifically.”
The media claims and Australian officials’
reactions angered China, with its Foreign
Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang saying
at a daily news briefing on Monday that
the interference allegations leveled against
China in Australian media outlets had been
fabricated.
(Source: agencies)

Erdogan in Qatar on first Arab trip since Syria campaign
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan arrived in Qatar
Monday on his first official trip to an Arab country since
Ankara’s forces intervened in northeast Syria last month
against Kurdish fighters.
Ankara and Doha have grown closer since Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and Egypt cut ties with
their former Persian Gulf ally more than two years ago.
The bitter rift came over accusations that Qatar supports extremist groups and wants closer links with Iran,
the arch-rival of regional powerhouse Saudi Arabia.
However, Erdogan’s visit comes at a critical time amid
signs of a possible breakthrough in the crisis between Qatar
and its neighbors – in what could be pushing Ankara to further bolster its political and economic relations with Doha.
Erdogan will attend the fifth meeting of the Qatar-Turkey Higher Strategic Committee at the invitation of Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, the Qatar News Agency
reported.
The two countries are expected to sign a number of deals
during Erdogan’s third visit to Qatar since the Saudi-led
blockade began in June 2017, which led to rising Turkish
influence in Doha.
Erdogan is also expected to visit a Turkish military base
where around 5,000 troops have been stationed since the
Saudi-led blockade amid reports that Qatar intends to buy
100 Turkish tanks.
The burgeoning relationship saw Turkey’s military presence in Qatar increase and Doha pledge economic support

to Ankara during last year’s currency crisis.
Doha declared its support for Ankara after it launched
an offensive on October 9 against a Syrian Kurdish militia,
but Arab countries including Saudi Arabia and Egypt have
condemned Turkey’s “aggression”.
Andreas Krieg, a professor at King’s College London,
said the Qataris were put in a “tough situation” when Turkey launched its operation against Syrian Kurdish forces,
considered by Ankara to be “terrorists”.
“They acknowledged Turkey’s right to defend itself while
disagreeing about the means and ways used by Ankara in

pursuit of this objective,” he told AFP.
“There has been a lot of rumors about this potential
disagreement following Qatar-critical coverage in the
Turkish press, but in reality there has been no rift in this
relationship between Doha and Ankara that is mostly
based on a personal relationship between Erdogan and
Qatar’s Emir.”
After the Persian Gulf crisis erupted, Turkey was at the
forefront of nations supplying Qatar with food and services,
bypassing the blockade imposed by the Saudi-led nations.
Qatar last year announced a $15-billion loan to Turkey’s
fragile banking sector and also gave a luxury jumbo jet – reportedly worth around $400 million – as a “gift” to Ankara.
The two nations have similar policies over Islamist
groups, primarily the Muslim Brotherhood.
Turkey’s relations with both Egypt and Saudi Arabia
are rocky, and ties between Riyadh and Ankara worsened
significantly after Washington Post contributor and regime
critic Jamal Khashoggi was murdered in the Saudi consulate
in Istanbul on October 2, 2018.
However, the decision by football teams from the Saudi-led bloc to play at a tournament in Qatar could herald
a rapprochement.
Bahrain also said it would take part.
“Erdogan is trying to make sure that a rumored Persian
Gulf appeasement won’t come at the expense of Qatar-Turkey relations,” she told AFP.
(Source: AFP)

Turkey to test Russian S-400 systems despite U.S. pressure

Turkish F-16 warplanes will fly over
the country’s capital Ankara Monday
to test its new Russian S-400 missile
defenses, Turkish media said, despite
pressure from Washington for Turkey
to drop the system.
Ankara’s purchase of the S-400s has
been a major factor souring relations with
the United States, which says the system is
not compatible with NATO defences and
poses a threat to Lockheed Martin’s F-35
stealth fighter jets.
The provincial governor’s office an-

nounced on Sunday that the Turkish Air
Force F-16s and other aircraft will conduct
low- and high-altitude flights over Ankara
Monday and Tuesday to test an air defense
system project.
Broadcaster CNN Turk and other media said specifically that the flights were to
test the S-400 radar system. Ankara began
receiving the S-400s last July but they are
not yet operational.
Dealers said the reports had a negative
impact on the lira, which weakened to 5.7380
against the dollar from a close of 5.7140 on

Friday. Tensions in U.S.-Turkish relations
played a major role in a near 30% slide in
the lira’s value last year.
As recently as last Thursday, a senior
State Department official told reporters
Turkey needed to “get rid of” the system.
Those comments came after President
Tayyip Erdogan met U.S. President Donald
Trump at the White House.
Trump said their talks were “wonderful” but it was unclear if the two
NATO allies made any breakthrough
on the S-400 issue and Erdogan sub-

sequently said U.S. pressure to get rid
of the S-400s was an infringement of
sovereign rights.
Washington has suspended Turkey from
the F-35 programme, which it was a buyer
and producer of, to punish it for the S-400
purchase. It has warned of possible U.S.
sanctions over the deal but has not yet imposed them.
Trump has told Erdogan the United States
is ready to sell Ankara U.S. Patriot systems
if it drops the Russian system.
(Source: Reuters)
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Syrian army wrests full
control over northern village
The report added that the clashes also led to the
1
elimination of a number of terrorists, and destruction of
weapons in their possession. The remaining Takfiris fled
to areas in the southern countryside of Idlib.
On November 14, Syrian army soldiers seized control of
the villages of al-Luweibdeh Gharbiya and Tal Khazna in
the southern countryside of Idlib after the last remnants
of foreign-backed terrorists were purged from the area.
On August 5, the Syrian army declared in a statement
the start of an offensive against foreign-sponsored militants in Idlib after those positioned in the de-escalation
zone failed to honor a ceasefire brokered by Russia and
Turkey and continued to target civilian neighborhoods.
“Even though the Syrian Arab Army declared a
ceasefire in the de-escalation zone of Idlib on August 1, armed terrorist groups, backed by Turkey,
refused to abide by the ceasefire and launched many
attacks on civilians in surrounding areas,” SANA cited
a statement released by the General Command of the
Army and Armed Forces.
“The Turkish regime’s persistence in allowing its terrorist pawns in Idlib to carry out attacks proves that Ankara
is maintaining its destructive approach and is ignoring
its commitments as per the Sochi agreement. This has
emboldened terrorists to fortify their positions and led
to the spread of the threat of terrorism across the Syrian
territory,” the statement added, referring to the Russian
city where the truce deal was agreed upon.
Under the Sochi agreement, all militants in the demilitarized zone that surrounds Idlib and also parts of the
provinces of Aleppo and Hama were supposed to pull out
heavy arms by October 17 last year, and Takfiri groups had
to withdraw two days earlier.
The National Front for the Liberation of Syria is the
main Turkish-backed militant alliance in Idlib region, but
the Takfiri Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) terrorist group,
which is a coalition of different factions of terror outfits
largely composed of the Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, holds a
large part of the province and the zone.
The HTS, which is said to be in control of some 60 percent of Idlib, has yet to announce its stance on the buffer
zone deal.
(Source: agencies)

HRW slams Israel’s decision
to expel its Israel director
over support for BDS
Human Rights Watch (HRW) has lambasted Tel Aviv’s
decision to expel the rights group’s Israel director from
the occupied territories over his purported support for
the anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS)
movement.
In a statement on Sunday, HRW Executive Director Ken
Roth said that American citizen Omar Shakir, the U.S.based rights group’s director for Israel and the Palestinian
territories, is to be deported from Israel on Monday over
his alleged support the BDS movement.
The movement, which is a Palestinian-led campaign
promoting a total and worldwide boycott against the Israeli regime, was initiated in 2005 by over 170 Palestinian
organizations and later turned international.
BDS, which was inspired by the South African anti-apartheid movement, says it continues its efforts until it forces
Israel to abide by “its obligations under international law”
and end its occupation of Palestinian lands.
The expulsion order, which was upheld by the Supreme
Court of Israel earlier this month, would make Shakir the
first individual to be expelled from Israel under a controversial 2017 law allowing the deportation of foreigners
who support the BDS.
HRW rejected the idea that Shakir had supported the
boycott movement against Israel, saying the occupying
regime is in fact seeking to suppress criticism of policies
towards Palestinians.
Elsewhere in his statement, Roth said Tel Aviv tried “as
much as it can” to silence efforts “spotlighting the human
rights violations at the heart of the oppressive, discriminatory occupation (of Palestinian land).”
(Source: Press TV)

Prince Andrew kicked out
of Buckingham Palace over
Epstein scandal
British Prince Andrew has been forced out of his business
office at Buckingham Palace over his friendship with convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
Andrew has been working on a scheme known as the
Pitch@Palace in his office, and according to the royal press
office, the royal now intends to continue working on the
entrepreneurial scheme somewhere else.
“The Duke will continue to work on Pitch and will look
at how he takes this forward outside of his public duties,
and outside of Buckingham Palace,” a spokesman said
Saturday. “We recognize there will be a period of time
while this transition takes place.”
Meanwhile, many of the Pitch@Palace charity’s financial
backers, including Barclays, KPMG, Standard Chartered,
and Inmarsat, have abandoned ship since news of Andrew’s
relationship with Epstein became public.
Barclays issued a statement Friday, saying, “In light of
the current situation, we have informed Pitch@Palace that
going forward we will, regretfully, no longer be participating
in the program. Pitch@Palace has been historically highly
successful in supporting entrepreneurs and job creation
and we hope a way forward can be found that means they
can continue this important work.”
Andrew has come under even further criticism after he,
during a recent BBC News night interview, defended his
friendship with Epstein and failed to express sympathy
for his many alleged victims.
The 59-year-old prince sexually assaulted Virginia Giuffre, who claimed was sex-trafficked by Epstein to him
when she was 17 years old.
(Source: Press TV)
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‘Involved’ Abramovich has
rejected bargain bids for
Chelsea - chairman
Chelsea owner Roman Abramovich is fully involved in running the
Premier League side and will not entertain “bargain bids” for the club,
chairman Bruce Buck said.
Abramovich ran into problems renewing his British visa last year
and has not been seen at Chelsea’s home games this season. He has
also cancelled plans to redevelop Stamford Bridge.
British media reported Abramovich had grown weary and was looking to sell the club but Buck said that the Russian billionaire, who took
Israeli citizenship in May last year, had no such plans.
“I have never heard a word from Abramovich: ‘Let’s get this ready
for a sale,’ or something,” Buck told The Guardian “Because of the
political situation, there are people who think they might want to buy
Chelsea at a bargain. We do get inquiries and we really have nothing
to say to these people.
“In terms of being involved, in looking at new players, talking about
whether to extend players’ contracts... (he) was always intimately involved in that from day one and is just as intimately involved now.”
Chelsea are currently unable to add any new players to their squad
after being hit with a transfer ban by soccer’s governing body FIFA.
Manager Frank Lampard has guided an inexperienced team to fourth
in the league after 13 games.
“The transfer ban has led to more opportunities for young players,” Buck said.
“...It makes Mr Abramovich very happy, because he is interested
in the academy. I would guess he’s one of the few owners that have
been to lots of academy matches.”
(Source: Mirror)

Aguero ‘needs a miracle’ to
be fit for Manchester
derby – Guardiola
Manchester City boss Pep Guardiola has confirmed striker Sergio
Aguero will be out “for a few weeks” with the thigh injury he sustained
in Saturday’s win against Chelsea.
Argentina striker Aguero, 31, hobbled off after 77 minutes of the
2-1 victory.
Aguero - who missed five games last term with a groin problem - has
scored 13 goals in 16 games this season.
“Sergio will be out for a few games,” said Guardiola.
The manager added Aguero will “need a miracle” to be fit for the
Manchester derby on 7 December.
Gabriel Jesus, who has featured mainly from the bench this season,
is expected to feature more prominently during Aguero’s absence.
The Brazil international, who has scored five goals in 16 appearances, said: “I am not happy Sergio is injured.
“I don’t like it when my friends are injured, but every day I work
hard and I am ready.”
Jesus is likely to lead the line when Manchester City host Shakhtar
in the Champions League on Tuesday.
City will qualify for the last 16 if they avoid defeat at the Etihad.
“The position we have is good but we have not qualified yet,” said
Guardiola.
Aguero’s injury is the latest for City, who are already without centreback Aymeric Laporte, winger Leroy Sane and full-back Oleksandr
Zinchenko.
“It is what it is,” Guardiola added.
“I’d prefer to have everyone but my advice to the players and myself
is not to think too much.
(Source: BBC)

GB hockey player Ward fights for
career after losing sight in one eye
Great Britain and England hockey player Sam Ward says he will do
“everything he can” to return to hockey after losing the sight in his left eye.
The 28-year-old was struck in the face by the ball during the Olympic
qualifying play-off win against Malaysia on 3 November.
Ward, who scored twice in that game to help GB secure Tokyo
2020 qualification, sustained a crushed retina and facial fractures.
BBC Sport earlier incorrectly reported Ward had retired.
“Over the past week, I have received advice from three separate
eye consultants,” said Ward.
“They have all told me that I have suffered damage to the retina of
my left eye and that this damage is partly irreversible.
“I may get some sight back, but this won’t be a quick process, and
whether it will be sufficient for me to get back to playing international
hockey only time will tell.
“It is a tough pill to swallow but, as people know, I am not one to
give up easily and I will do everything I can to make myself available
for selection for Tokyo.”
GB Hockey says it will be a “number of months” before the extent
of the damage to Ward’s eye is known.
“Sam has suffered a very serious injury,” said performance director Ed Barney.
“Our focus is on supporting Sam to the best possible extent and
ensuring that he has access to the best medical provision and wider
support. The players and staff wish Sam well during this challenging period.”
(Source: Guardian)

Flamengo’s victory parade
descends into chaos
Celebrations of Flamengo’s triumph in the Copa Libertadores came
to an abrupt end in Rio de Janeiro on Sunday, when clashes erupted
between a group of supporters and police.
Tens of thousands of ecstatic fans wearing their team’s blackand-red jerseys poured into the streets of the city’s historic centre
in the morning to welcome Flamengo’s heroic players.
For hours, the flood of supporters, including many families
and children, celebrated peacefully, waving flags and setting off
fireworks as the Copa Libertadores winners rode through the streets
in an open-top bus.
But around 4.30pm local time, in the final stretch of the festivities, TV images showed thick white smoke coming out of the
parade, which quickly dispersed the nearby crowd.
Clashes followed, with a group of supporters throwing rocks, beer
bottles and other objects at police. The disturbances later eased.
Meanwhile, according to Cecilia Olliveira - a Brazilian journalist - riot police were accidentally run over by fellow colleagues as
they looked to defuse the violence.
The team’s victory on Saturday over Argentine side River Plate
has lifted the spirits of Brazilians after a period of economic stagnation and political infighting.
(Source: Daily Mail)
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Nadal delivers glory for Spain as
Davis Cup starts new era
Spain’s talisman Rafael Nadal sealed a sixth
Davis Cup title for his country on Sunday
when they beat Canada 2-0 in the final of the
revamped event.
After a week of relentless tension and latenight heroics it was perhaps asking too much
for the first final in the Davis Cup’s new guise
to deliver a classic and so it proved as Spain
became the last nation standing of the 18 who
assembled in Madrid.
With Spain’s King Felipe watching on, the
33-year-old Nadal fought off Canadian youngster Denis Shapovalov 6-3 7-6(7) to give Spain
their first title since 2011.
If any player deserved to get his hands on
the famous old trophy again it was Nadal after
he worked overtime all week, often into the
small hours, to win all eight matches he played.
But he surely would have been happy had
it been team mate Roberto Bautista Agut to
have delivered the winning point.
Bautista Agut had given the hosts a flying
start, beating Felix Auger-Aliassime 7-6(3) 6-2
after returning to the squad following the death
of his father.
“An amazing week in every way,” said Nadal,
who has now won 29 successive Davis Cup
singles matches since 2004. “The vital person
has been Roberto Bautista.”
After beating Auger-Aliassime, Bautista Agut
was embraced by his captain Sergi Bruguera
and there were emotional scenes at the end as

roars of “Campiones” echoed around the arena.
“It was a dream day and all the team members have made an incredible effort, especially
Rafa, going to sleep at three, four and five in the
morning and the next day going out to play,”
Bautista Agut said. “It can only be because
we are Spanish.”
Shakira sings
For Gerard Pique, the Barcelona soccer

player who has made revamping the Davis
Cup into a tennis World Cup his mission, it was
the perfect climax to a week in which the new
format suffered glitches but could be judged
a qualified success.
Too many late nights, one session finishing
at 4.07 a.m., a complicated group stage and
tiny crowds at some ties mean there is still lots
to improve if the $80 million Pique’s Kosmos

company is investing in the event each year
is sustainable.
But Sunday felt like an authentic Davis Cup
final, even if an appearance from Pique’s pop
singer wife Shakira added a little more glamour
than usual.
Once the tennis began it quickly became
apparent that Canada captain Frank Dancevic’s
decision to change his lineup for the first time
all week might have backfired.
Vasek Pospisil, ranked 150, had been outstanding all week, beating Italy’s 12th-ranked
Fabio Fognini and American Reilly Opelka in
the group phase, taking down Australia’s John
Millman in the quarter-finals and partnering
Shapovalov to a deciding doubles victory over
Russia in the semi-final.
Auger-Aliassime, who has been out with
an ankle injury, was given his first call of the
week but was outplayed by a rock-solid Bautista
Agut, who rejoined the squad on Saturday.
That left Shapovalov seemingly facing
mission impossible and his only chance was
Nadal’s tank being dry.
Having come this far there was no chance
Nadal would falter — not with 25,000 Spaniards
roaring at every whipped winner.
When he took the opening set with a single
break it was all feeling a little anti-climactic
for the neutrals but Shapovalov injected some
late drama into the proceedings.
(Source: Reuters)

No end in sight to Napoli turmoil as
Liverpool clash looms

Zidane: “I’m in love with Mbappé... but
he’s a rival”

Napoli face a key Champions League match
away to Liverpool on Wednesday and there
is no end in sight to the turmoil at the club
where the directors still appear to be at
loggerheads with coach Carlo Ancelotti
and his players.
The Gazzetta dello Sport said on Monday
that club president Aurelio De Laurentiis
was set to fine his players one quarter of
their monthly wages after they broke off
a week-long training retreat this month,
described by Italian media as a mutiny.
The newspaper added that midfielder
Allan, a lynchpin of the side over the past
five seasons, would be fined half his salary while the players were also consulting
their lawyers.
The problem blew up after Di Laurentiis
ordered widely-disliked “ritiro” — a training camp where the squad are confined to
a hotel — following a 2-1 loss to AS Roma
on Nov. 2.
The players refused to return to the
camp following a Champions League
match against Salzburg four days later,
prompting the club to announce legal action against them.
A media silence imposed by the club is
now entering its third week and Ancelotti
and his players again refused to talk to
reporters following their 1-1 Serie A draw
at AC Milan on Saturday which extended

The Real Madrid manager spoke to the
press ahead of Tuesday’s Champions League
match against PSG, key to their progression.
With the hours counting down to a tasty
looking Champions League encounter
against Paris Saint-Germain, Real Madrid manager Zinedine Zidane spoke to
the press.
Asked whether the game was about head
or heart, the French coach had mixed feelings.
“A bit of everything,” he began. “We
also need concentration and, ultimately, to
play football. We have an important game
tomorrow against an opponent who is doing very well.”
Sergio Ramos had been whistled at the
Bernabéu after his mistake but Zidane wasn’t
too fussed about it.
“I don’t feel bad, nor good. Our fans are
important. It is a plus if they are with us
because the team feels the difference. After
that moment they were with the team from
minute 1 to 90”.
Another player who came in for some fan
attention - more so after his flag antics than
anything he did on the field - was Gareth
Bale. Asked whether or not this game was
decisive for him remaining part of the team,
Zidane played it cool.
“It is important for everyone, for him,
for the fans, and for all of us. We need a
great game. They are having a magnificent

their winless run to six games in all competitions.
Under UEFA rules, Ancelotti is obliged
to give a news conference in Liverpool the
day before Wednesday’s match but there
was no indication on Monday that the club
were prepared to lift the embargo.
Napoli’s website has given only minimal
details on training sessions and ticketing
information for supporters but no quotes
from the squad, meaning the only news
has come from leaks to the media.
The muted celebrations which followed
Hirving Lozano’s goal against Milan on
Saturday, added to a generally lacklustre
display, suggested that morale is still at a
low. Only a couple of players went over to
congratulate the Mexican and the rest went
straight back to the center circle.
Former Juventus coach Massimiliano
Allegri was spotted in the stands at San
Siro on Saturday, leading to the inevitable speculation that he is being lined
up for the Napoli job should they lose
to Liverpool.
Amid the chaos, Napoli, who began
the season with the stated aim of ending
Juventus’ run of eight successive Serie A
titles, have now dropped to seventh and,
if the slump continues, will finish outside
the top five for the first time since 2010.
(Source: Eurosport)

season and we know that this game will be
more demanding than the others. But we
enjoy this.
“We have improved since then [the 3-0
loss in Paris], but it is not a rematch. We want
to get the result and stay consistent, confirming our dynamic. It will be interesting.”
The manager also said that Bale is ready
to play if called upon.
Attention then turned to the opposing
winger, Kylian Mbappé, who just the day
before had been discussed in an interview
with Eden Hazard, who said he’d do anything
to bring him to Madrid.
“He arrives as a rival. What matters to
me most is what we do. We know his importance to PSG and we have to be prepared.”
The question put to him over the love
Mbappé may have for Madrid was quickly
turned around by Zidane.
“I am in love with him, first as a person.
He came here before on trial.”
Zidane also heaped praise on an impressive opponent calling them “one of the best
teams in the world” but put a focus on the
improvements that he has seen in his own
side. He also expected both Neymar and
Mbappé to be selected by Thomas Tuchel
despite some doubts and suggested that it
would be better for the viewing public if all
the stars were on the pitch.
(Source: AS)

Doncic dominates as Mavs outgun Harden and the Rockets
Slovenia’s Luka Doncic continued his otherworldly start to the
NBA season, scoring 41 points as the Dallas Mavericks won
their fifth straight with a 137-123 victory over the slumping
Houston Rockets.
Doncic, whose remarkable start has his per game averages at near triple-double levels, also had 10 assists and six
rebounds while Rockets superstar James Harden finished with
32 points and 11 assists in a showdown of dominant scorers.
The 20-year-old’s fellow European sidekick Kristaps Porzingis, of Latvia, also recorded a double-double on Sunday
with 23 points and 13 rebounds as the Mavericks led wireto-wire for the victory.
“Luka runs the show,” Porzingis said. “We all depend on
him most of the game, and he’s playing incredible right now.
He’s getting guys open looks... I’m super happy for him.”
Heading into Sunday’s contest, Doncic was averaging 33.3
points, 10.8 rebounds and 11.0 assists during the Mavericks’
five-game streak which included back-to-back 40 point-plus
victories over Cleveland and Golden State.
Tim Hardaway scored 31 points on 10-of-18 shooting,
including five of 11 on three-pointers in the win in front of a
crowd of 18,050 at Toyota Center arena.
“This is a big win. There’s no question about that,” Dallas
coach Rick Carlisle said. “You come in here, this is a big-time
place to play and you’re playing against great players.
“So our guys deserve credit but this is a process and it’s

day by day and week by week, and we’ve got to continue to
go for daily improvement.”
’They punched us good’
The Rockets dropped their third straight game following
an eight-game winning streak. Houston had their moments
when they came close to forcing a tie but they always fell
just short.
Dallas shot 48 percent overall and hit 17 of 44 threepointers. The Rockets finished 10 of 44 from beyond the arc as
Harden alone missed 13 of the 15 three-pointers he attempted.
The Rockets opened the game with three turnovers on

their first three possessions, fuelling the Mavericks’ 7-0 start.
“We allowed them to do whatever they wanted to do from
the beginning of the game and when you give a team like that
comfort... they gain confidence. And that’s what they did,”
Houston coach Mike D’Antoni said.
Clint Capela recorded his sixth 20-rebound game in seven
starts, delivering 22 rebounds with 21 points.
Russell Westbrook added 27 points, while P.J. Tucker
and Danuel House scored 16 points apiece.
“They punched us good and we fall all the way back. When
you do that, you run out of gas,” said D’Antoni.
Elsewhere, Bogdan Bogdanovic hit a clutch three-pointer
with 88 seconds remaining as the visiting Sacramento Kings
pulled out a 113-106 victory over the Washington Wizards.
Harrison Barnes led all scorers with 26 points, including
two free throws with 1:56 left that set the stage for Bogdanovic’s heroic three.
Bogdanovic added three free throws in the final 62 seconds
as the Kings won their seventh game in the last 10.
Bradley Beal had 20 points and a game-high eight assists
to pace the Wizards, who led by as many as seven points in
the first half.
In the late game, Montrezl Harrell scored 24 of his 34
points in the second half as the Los Angeles Clippers breezed
to a 134-109 victory over the visiting New Orleans Pelicans.
(Source: France 24)
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Reza Ghoochannejhad reveals
his favorite Iran goal

S P O R T S TEHRAN – Former Iran
d
e
s
k forward Reza Ghoochannejhad says that his goal against South Korea
in the 2014 World Cup qualification is the
most important goal in his career.
He scored an important goal for Team
Melli as it pretty much sealed the fate of the
Iran national football team.
The goal sent Iran at the top of their group
for the 2014 FIFA World Cup. Gucci represented Iran in three matches in the 2014 World
Cup and scored Team Melli’s sole goal in the
competition against Bosnia and Herzegovina.
He announced his retirement from International duty after he was an unused substitute
in the 2018 World Cup.
“That was the most important goal of my
career. Scoring always makes you happy, but
that was really special. That was the moment
I felt I am an international player,” Gucci said
in an interview with NOS.nl.
“It also was incredible to see the Iranian
people pouring into the streets. The Iranian
people still talk about the goal everywhere
in the world they see me. I am really proud
about the goal since my nation celebrated
the win,” he added.
Gucci, who has played in 12 clubs in seven
countries so far, currently plays in PEC Zwolle
in the Eredivisie, where he has scored six
goals in nine matches.

“I love offensive football and want to get
into the penalty area a lot. I cannot show my

Esteghlal overtake Persepolis in IPL
table

potential when I am caught inside our own
half. I think playing football in the Eredivisie

S
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Postponing Greco-Roman
World Cup ‘meaningless’: spox
MNA – The spokesman of Iran’s Wrestling Federation said
that Iran is fully ready to host the 2019 Greco-Roman World
Cup and UWW’s decision to postpone the event is ‘meaningless’.
“Everything is ready for an ideal hosting of the event; so I
believe postponing the games is meaningless,” Hassan Rangraz
said on Monday in an interview with IRIB.
The federation is trying to present the required clues and
evidence to the international body to prove the country’s stable
condition and its readiness to hold the event, he added.
The United World Wrestling announced that the 2019 Greco-Roman Wrestling World Cup, which was slated to take place in
Tehran on Nov. 28-29, has been postponed until further notice.
The decision was made by UWW Executive Committee in Istanbul
and announced by UWW on Sunday. United World Wrestling
general secretary Micheal Dusson wrote a letter to concerned
national federations citing concerns over the security situation
in Iran as the reason behind postponing the event.

is the way I want to play,” the 32-year-old
player concluded.

Iran sink Kyrgyz Republic at CAFA U23
Women’s Championship

Rangraz highlighted that “we have no problem with holding the
competitions regarding security and logistics. The 12,000-seater
Azadi Stadium has been equipped, three high-quality hotels have
been reserved, prizes in foreign currency have been provided; we
are ready to hold one of the most magnificent World Cup events.”
He said in addition to the Iranian national team that is now
holding a camp, the national team of Cuba has also entered
Iran and is camping in Tehran. He hoped that concerns of the
UWW would soon diminish so that Iran could host the event
this weekend or in near future.

Charleroi Iranian duo score
three goals against Sint-Truiden

S P O R T S TEHRAN – Esteghlal
d
e
s
k football team have left
traditional rivals Persepolis behind in
Iran Professional League (IPL) table
with a 2-1 win over Nassaji Mazandaran.
Nassaji created a couple of chances
in the first half but their strikers were
unable to take advantage.
Ali Karimi gave the visiting the lead
in the 33rd minute with a header.

Unmarked Mehdi Ghaedi extended
Esteghlal’s lead in the 49th minute.
Mohammad Abbaszadeh was on
target just after the hour mark with
an overhead kick.
Esteghlal jumped over Persepolis
into third place in the table with 21
points.
Shahr Khodro lead the table with 23
points and one game in hand.

S P O R T S TEHRAN – Iran
d
e
s
k earned their third successive win at the CAFA U23 Women’s
Championship on Monday.
The Iranian team defeated Kyrgyz Republic 6-0, thanks to goals from Fatemeh
Shaban (two goals), Hajar Dabaghi (two
goals) and Fatemeh Ghasemi (two goals).
Iran started the campaign with a 4-0
win over Tajikistan and then beat Turk-

menistan 5-0.
Maryam Azmoun’s team will play Uzbekistan in title decider on Tuesday.
All six Central Asian Football Association members Tajikistan, Iran, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyz Republic and Afghanistan compete
on a round-robin basis in Dushanbe and
Hisor.
The winners will be determined following
the final day of competition on Thursday.

Shapovalov proud of Canada’s run to final
MADRID (Reuters) — Denis Shapovalov said he was
proud to have played in Canada’s first Davis Cup final
although it “sucked” to lose after he succumbed to Rafael
Nadal in Madrid’s Magic Box on Sunday.
The 20-year-old was handed mission impossible after
team mate Felix Auger-Aliassime was beaten by Roberto Bautista Agut and although he pushed the 19-time
Grand Slam champion hard, he went down 6-3 7-6(7)
as Spain sealed their sixth title.
Shapovalov was an ever-present throughout the week,
winning three of his five singles matches and pairing up
with Vasek Pospisil to edge a deciding doubles rubber
in a thriller against Russia in Saturday’s semi-finals.
“I feel like we’ve really come really far as a team, as a
nation. Definitely we’re super proud,” stylish left-hander
Shapovalov, who has risen to 15th in the rankings after
a late-season surge, told reporters.
“Obviously it sucks, sucks losing in the finals. But I’m
super proud of everyone, everyone sitting here, super
proud of the people in the background.
“We’ve put in 120 percent every single day. So it’s

amazing how far we’ve been able to come.”
Shapovalov played outstandingly well in the second
set as world number one Nadal finally appeared to be
tiring after a marathon shift this week but he could not

take the set point that arrived in the tiebreak.
“I felt like I was the better player most of the games.
We had a lot of long games,” he said.
Shapovalov and Pospisil had effectively been a “two
man team” until Canadian captain Frank Dancevic elected
to play 19-year-old Felix Auger-Aliassime on Sunday
instead of 150th-ranked Pospisil who had won three of
his four singles matches.
It was a gamble that did not pay off as Auger-Aliassime, who has been sidelined by an ankle injury, went
down 7-6(3) 6-2.
“It was my decision to make a substitution. But I’d
rather not go into details with it,” Dancevic said. “It was
my call in the end. I’ll just leave it at that.”
Pospisil would likely have played the doubles rubber
but with Spain already 2-0 up it was not to be.
“I found out late last night (that I wasn’t playing singles),” he said. “Of course it’s tough. Everybody wants to
play. It was double tough obviously that we lost it today.
“At the end of the day, it’s a team effort, it’s a team
decision. You just have to be ready to do your part.”

Kobe 2021: Japan on the spotlight
Japan will receive the world’s best Para
athletes for the second year in succession
as they prepare to celebrate not only the
2020 Paralympic Games in Tokyo but also
the 2021 World Para Athletics Championships in Kobe.
With over 1,400 athletes from 120 countries competing, Dubai 2019 became the
largest World Championships to date; Kobe
believes it can exceed that number.
Kobe 2021 President and Olympic
long-distance runner Akemi Masuda said,
“Next year, the country will stage the Tokyo
2020 Paralympic Games; Kobe is a great
opportunity to continue growing. These
events activate the Movement across the
whole country.
“We want to show the city is really important for us; it is a huge opportunity the
one we will have in 2021.”
Kobe, founded in 1889, is the sixth largest city in Japan with around 1.5 million
people living.
Masuda added: “The most famous thing

about Kobe is the beef. But we want to show
that Kobe is more than beef. Kobe is a big
city with big mountains. We hope that all
the people that come in 2021 can enjoy

everything about the city.”
In 1995, Kobe suffered a tragic earthquake that caused the death of thousands
of people. With the 2021 World Champi-

onships coming along, the organizers want
to show how the Japanese city managed to
get back on its feet.
“Kobe recovered and it means a lot to
show the world how the city is now. We
expect to have high level field and also a
lot of top athletes are participating in the
event, as it happened with this year’s Rugby
World Cup.”
The Universiade Memorial Stadium,
which also staged the 2012 FIFA U-20
Women’s World Cup and the 2011 Asian
Athletics Championships, will host the
competition.
Haozhe Gao, Head of World Para
Athletics, said, “It will be the first World
Championships in East Asia, representing
an important step in the development of
Para athletics in the region. We look forward to working together with the Local
Organizing Committee, the City of Kobe
and our partners to deliver a successful
Championships.”
(Source: Paralympic.org)

PLDC – Charleroi Iranian players Ali Gholizadeh and Kaveh
Rezaei scored three goals against Sint-Truiden in Jupiler Pro
League on Sunday.
Charleroi won the match 3-1 at the Stayen Stadium.
Karim Belhocine’s team jumped up to fifth place in the table.
Gholizadeh gave the visiting team the lead in the 50th minute
and Rezaei extended the lead 10 minutes later.
Jordan Botaka pulled a goal back in the 70th minute but
Rezaei scored once again in the 90th minute.

FFIRI to negotiate with Marc
Wilmots
IRNA — Football Federation Islamic Republic of Iran (FFIRI)
will hold a meeting with Team Melli coach Marc Wilmots over
continuation the cooperation.
Local media reported that talks between the federation and
the Belgian coach have ended in deadlock, however a meeting
will be held soon.
Iran wants Wilmots to adhere to the terms of his contract
and return to Tehran to continue his work.
Iranian media reports suggest that the football federation has
also negotiated with former Persepolis coach Branko Ivankovic.
FFIRI has neither confirmed nor denied the media reports.
In a meeting two parties will discuss about continuation of
the cooperation.

Ibra to Spurs ‘doesn’t make
sense’ - Mourinho
Jose Mourinho has ruled out signing Zlatan Ibrahimovic, saying
a move for the striker “doesn’t make sense” because Tottenham
have Harry Kane.
The Portugese, who took over as Tottenham coach last week,
hours after the dismissal of Mauricio Pochettino, said: “I have
more than a connection [with Ibrahimovic]. Amazing player,
amazing guy, but I would say no chance.
“We have the best striker in England. It doesn’t make any
sense for a striker of Zlatan’s dimension to come to a club where
we have Harry Kane.”
Mourinho coached Ibrahimovic at Inter Milan and Manchester
United, where the former Sweden international played before
joining MLS side LA Galaxy in 2018. Ibrahimovic left the club
earlier this month.
Speaking at a news conference ahead of his side’s Champions
League clash with Olympiakos on Tuesday, Mourinho was full
of praise for his new squad, and while he said he was optimistic
about their chances in this year’s edition of the tournament, he
said patience was needed.
“With these boys I will never be afraid of any Champions
League match,” Mourinho said.
“[But] we have to qualify [for the knockout phase] first, that
is our focus ... It’s only when my teams arrive in the quarterfinals
that I start thinking that we have a chance -- in this moment we
are far from it.
“Give me time, give me time to develop my ideas and we will
have no problem going to play any team in Europe. We are not
afraid of anyone.”
Pochettino’s Spurs side finished runners-up to Liverpool in
the Champions League last season after the Argentine said that
winning the competition would be a “miracle.”
But two-time winner Mourinho said such a feat was more
achievable than Pochettino had suggested.
“I change miracle to very hard,” the 56-year-old said.
“If Mauricio says that [losing the final affected the players]
then he’s been here and he’s sharing his feelings. It’s like landing on the moon, but you don’t do it. Look at Liverpool had the
frustration of not winning and then the next season they reached
the final and won it.”
(Source: ESPN)
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GUIDE TO
SPIRITUAL AWAKENING
A covetous man is always fettered by abasement.
Imam Ali (AS)

“Cold Sweat” hits silver
screen in England, Ireland
A
d

T TEHRAN – Iranian director Soheil Beiraqi’s
k debut film “Cold Sweat”, also known as
“Permission”, is currently on screen at theaters across England
and Ireland.
London Curzon and HOME Manchester are among the theaters
screening the film, the theaters have announced.
e
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Evening: 17:23

Dawn: 4:12

(tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:51 (tomorrow)
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Iran’s “Elephant King” trumpets
at Russian theaters

A
R
T TEHRAN – Iranian
d
e
s
k director
Hadi
Mohammadian’s animated movie “The
Elephant King” had its premiere in Russia on
Thursday, Iran’s Farabi Cinema Foundation
announced on Monday.
Produced by the Honar Pooya Group, the
film is about Shadfil, a funny baby elephant
who must quickly find the courage to be the
successor to his father as the leader of the
elephants.
The screening will continue for one week
at about 400 theaters in Russia.
“The Elephant King” will then go on
screen in Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
and Azerbaijan.
The movie had its premiere Iran during
the 36th Fajr Film Festival in Tehran in
January 2018.
In an interview published by the Tehran
Times at that time, Mohammadian said that
his movie has over 60 percent of the quality of
the latest works produced by world-renowned
companies.
He also added that Pixar and many other
similar companies would consider his movie
to be incredible if they knew how a small
group in Iran was able to do the project on
a tight budget.
“People judge our works by the
standards applied to those movies that are
being produced at many old-line overseas
companies… but they should know that, for
example, Pixar spent over $200 million to
make the acclaimed movie ‘Coco’, while we
only spent one-200th of that amount to make
‘The Elephant King’,” Mohammadian said.
“That sum of money would not even cover
their expenditures for coffee and cake for
their staff when they were working on ‘Coco’,”
he noted.

A Russian filmgoer gives an interview in front of posters for “The Elephant King” at a theater in Moscow on November 21, 2109 after
watching the Iranian animation along with her children.

“Funfair” honored at international
festivals

“Without Elevator” to go on stage
at Tehran theater

A scene from “Funfair” by Kaveh Mazaheri.
A
R
T TEHRAN – “Funfair”
Luc and Troyes in France from November
d
e
s
k by Kaveh Mazaheri has
13 to 17.
been honored at several international
“Funfair” is about Majid, a man dealing
festivals over the past week.
with financial problems and he has to
The short film received a special mention improve his life for his wife Sara.
for its scenario at the Court en Scène, an
The film also received a special mention
international festival dedicated to short at the Winchester Film Festival held in
films that was held in La Chapelle Saint- the UK from November 11 to 16.

A poster for Iranian director Labkhand Badiei’s play “Without Elevator”.
A
R
T TEHRAN – Iranian to dialogue. They try to make friends and
d
e
s
k director
Labkhand forget their solitude by commenting on the
Badiei plans to stage French playwright little things in life, but their simple sentences
Sebastien Thiéry’s play “Without Elevator” cause a chain of misunderstandings.
(“Sans Ascenseur”) at Tehran’s City Theater
Ali Amel-Hashemi, Arastu Khoshrazm
Complex tonight.
and Mina Torkaman are the members of
The 2005 absurdist play is about two the cast for the play, which will remain on
ordinary men, who meet each other and try stage until December 13.

Baran Kowsari acts in a scene from “Cold Sweat” by Iranian
director Soheil Beiraqi.
Starring Baran Kowsari, the film is based on a true story about
Afruz, Iran’s national women’s futsal team captain, whose lifelong
dream appears over when her estranged husband uses his legal
right to prevent her from leaving the country for the Asian Games
final in Malaysia.
The movie has been screened at numerous international events.
It brought Kowsari the jury prize at the Dublin Film Critics Circle
Awards in March.
Interested individuals can also watch the film online on BFI
(British Film Institute) Player, a video-on-demand platform.

Tehran museum displays works
by Kamalolmolk followers
A
d

T TEHRAN – An exhibition displaying
k paintings by a group of Iranian artists
who are considered to be
the followers of the school
of Kamalolmolk, a court
painter during the reign
of Qajar king Nasser adDin Shah (1821-1900), is
underway at the Iranian
Art Museum Garden.
Paintings
by
Jafar
Petgar, Abbas Katuzian,
Hossein Hamedani, Misha
Shahbazian,
Mohsen
Soheili, Ebrahim Faraji and
Manuchehr Niazi have been
put on display at the exhibit
named “Art of the 1960s”.
The showcase opened on
An art aficionado visits an exhibition Friday and will be running
of paintings by Iranian artists at until Thursday at the museum
the Iranian Art Museum Garden on located on Dr. Hesabi St.,
November 24, 2019. (Honaronline) Fayyazi St., Vali-e Asr Ave.
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Taylor Swift puts rancor aside,
smashes all-time American
Music Award record
NEW YORK (Reuters) — Taylor Swift took the high road as she
won six American Music Awards on Sunday to surpass Michael
Jackson’s all-time record, avoiding any direct mention of a bitter
dispute with her old record company.
Swift won the top award, artist of the year, and four others. She
was also given an honorary artist of the decade award, taking her
all-time total to 29 American Music Awards, organizers said. That
easily outstripped the 24 awards picked up by Jackson.
“All that matters to me is the memories that I have had with
you guys, with you the fans, over the years,” Swift, 29, told the
audience at the ceremony in Los Angeles after performing a medley
of her old hits.
Swift had been expected to speak out about a long feud with
record industry executive Scooter Braun, who owns the master
recordings to her first six albums after Swift signed with a new
label in 2018.
Swift accused Braun last week of refusing permission for her to
sing songs from her back catalog at the awards show. The public
spat culminated last week with Braun saying that his family had
received numerous death threats after the pop singer urged her 122
million Instagram fans to let Braun “know how you feel about this.”

Annette Leday to hold workshop on Kathakali in Tehran

C U L T U R E TEHRAN – French choreographer
d
e
s
k Annette Leday is scheduled to hold an
11-day workshop on Kathakali dance-theater in Tehran
during January 2020.
The workshop named “A practical Guide to Kathakali
Theater in Acting Technics” will be organized at the Hilaj
Film School in Tehran from January 14 to 24, Hilaj
announced on Monday.
Kathakali is a traditional Indian dance native to the
southern state of Kerala. To perform it, artists deck out
in elaborate costumes and colorful makeup to tell stories
from Hindu epics. It takes students nearly 12 years of
training to learn the choreography and gestures necessary
for Kathakali.
The workshop will be organized in collaboration with
ARTA, French director and author Jean-Francois Dusigne’s
educational center in Paris, and French director Ariane

French choreographer Annette Leday in an undated photo.

Mnouchkine’s Théâtre du Soleil in Paris.
The workshop is part of the Creative Acting Workshop
project initiated by the Hilaj Film School. The students
of the workshops will perform a play in a co-production
between Iran and France after completing four courses
in the project.
Leday’s workshop is the second course of the project.
The first course was held by Dusigne in September.
After training as an actress in France, Leday went to
India in 1978 to study Kathakali. With scholarships from
the ICCR Indian Government and the French Ministry of
Culture, she practiced Kathakali in Kerala. Since 1989,
she has directed and choreographed performances for
both Indian and Western dancers, actors and musicians.
Leday is the director of the Keli Company that she
founded in 1983 to orient and evolve rare traditional
performance techniques towards contemporary creation.

“Frozen 2” dazzles with $127 million debut

LOS ANGELES, (Variety.com) — Disney’s
“Frozen 2” iced out the box office competition
in North America, where family audiences
powered the animated adventure to a dazzling
$130 million debut.
The sequel kicked off above expectations
ahead of Thanksgiving, which should parlay
into an especially lucrative holiday frame.
“Frozen 2” set a November record for an
animated film and stands as the biggest
opening ever for Walt Disney Animation (not
including Pixar). It’s also the first animated
movie to hit triple digits in its debut outside
of summer.
Overseas, the animated adventure
generated $223 million for a massive global
start of $350 million.

The first “Frozen” launched before
Thanksgiving in 2013, collecting $93
million during its first five days in theaters.
Brimming with hits like “Do You Want to
Build a Snowman?” and “Let It Go” that have
since become classics, the original film became
a certified sensation and still stands as the
highest-grossing animated movie in history
with $1.3 billion in global ticket sales.
“Frozen 2” received a slightly less
enthusiastic, though still glowing, reception
from audiences, who awarded it an ACinemaScore compared to “Frozen’s” A+.
In “Frozen 2”, Princesses Elsa (voiced
by Idina Menzel) and Anna (Kristen Bell)
reunite with Kristoff (Jonathan Gross) and
Olaf (Josh Gad), to embark on an adventure

beyond Arendelle to find out why Elsa was
born with magical powers. The follow-up
sees the return of directors Jennifer Lee and
Chris Buck, as well as original songwriters
Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez.
Also new to multiplexes, Sony’s “A
Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” kicked
off in third place with $13.5 million from
3,235 theaters, a solid start given its $25
million price tag. Box office pundits expect
the feel-good film will enjoy a long run in
theaters over the holidays.
Tom Hanks stars as Fred Rogers in “A
Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood,” a
biographical drama chronicling the real-life
friendship between the beloved TV personality
and journalist Tom Junod (portrayed by

Matthew Rhys). Marielle Heller (“Can You
Ever Forgive Me?”) directed the movie,
inspired by Junod’s Esquire article “Can
You Say... Hero?”
STX’s “21 Bridges,” a suspense thriller
starring Chadwick Boseman, followed behind
at No. 4 with $9.2 million from 2,665 venues.
Produced by the Russo brothers, the film
attracted a mostly older male audience and
earned a B+ CinemaScore. Over 50% of ticket
buyers were male, while 75% were over the
age of 25.
“21 Bridges” follows NYPD detective
(Boseman) who closes down every bridge
in Manhattan as part of a citywide manhunt
after a drug heist gone wrong. It carries a
$33 million budget.

