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Riyadh’s Aramco
struggle

nthesurface Aramco’sblockbuster IPO
Omightseem likeasurebet. Butinvestors

whoare looking to put their money into
world’s most profitable company have to factor
anumber of risks before rolling the dice.

After an almost four-year delay Aram-
co’s shares were floated on December 11 at
Riyadh’s small Tadawul exchange in Riyadh
only to domestic investors. Aramco is the
world’s most valuable company, leaving
behind giants like Apple which recently
clocked up $1.27 trillion in shareholder
value passing the 13-digit market capi-
talization value for the first time.

The original plan was to split Aramco
listing on stock exchanges in London, New
York and Riyadh but due to lack of glob-
al investor confidence and the need for
transparency that would be required in
international stock exchanges, the shares
were listed only at Tadawul where the
Saudi royal family maintains strict control.

Instead of five percent only 1.5 percent of
Aramco’s shares have been floated only to
regional and domestic clientele. For the rest
of Aramco’sshares there isalong road ahead.

Questions remain about the future for
domestic and international investors about
the sustainability of Aramco and the oil
dependent Saudi economy in general. Is
the Aramco IPO a $2 trillion bubble waiting
to burst? Some of the reasons for lack of
investor confidence and outlook are re-
gional instability, human rights record in
Saudi Arabia, lack of transparency, future
of fossil fuel market, the need for Saudi
economy to diversify, ..., the list goes on.
Some of these reasons are discussed below:

Kashoggi murder: Global backlash on
journalist Jamal Kashoggi’s murder on Oc-
tober 2018 in Saudi Consulate in Istanbul.
ClA and many Western governments believe
was ordered by Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman (AKA MBS) personally.

The murder of Kashoggi triggered
Saudi Arabia’s biggest diplomatic crisis
since the 9/11 attacks as world leaders
and business executives sought to dis-
tance themselves from Riyadh. Recently
documents were released to the lawyers
representing families of 9/11 victims that
implicate Saudi involvement in 9/11. A
potential lawsuit by U.S. courts seizing
Saudi assets is a real possibility in the
future. This ought to make international
investors more nervous.

?J dangerous H

16 Pages | Price 40,000 Rials|1.00 EURO |4.00 AED|39th year|No0.13570 \Thursday\JANUARY 2,2020|Dey 12,1398 |Jumada Al Awwal 6, 1441

U.S. taking
revenge on
Hashd al-Shaabi
for’Daesh

See page 2

TEHRAN (MNA) — One may not expect Christ-
mas celebration in a country where 99 percent of
its population is Muslim, but surprise is awaiting
you in the case of Iran.

Christians comprise less than one percent of
Iran’s population, however, they are enjoying the
freedom to perform their rituals and celebrate
their festivities.

Most of the Christians in Iran are Armenians
who have lived here for centuries. Assyrians,
Catholics, Protestants, and Evangelical Christians
constitute the rest of Christians in Iran.

Armenians follow the Oriental Orthodox
denomination of Christianity and accordingly,
celebrate Christmas on January 6, concurrent
with the Epiphany.

To better understand the rituals of these peo-
ple on the eve of Christmas, | reached out to

our long-serving colleagues at the Tehran Times
Daily, Herand Baghdasarian. As an Armenian
Christian, he has been working in the daily for
21 years in different sections.

I asked him to give a general explanation
about his community’s traditions for Christ-
mas. “Christians in Iran have their own peculiar
Christmas festivities and rituals. On Christmas
Day, which falls on January 6th, Christians cel-
ebrate Jesus Christ’s birthday by feasting on a
traditional chicken stew called ‘harissa’, or on
aroast turkey,” he said.

“Like other Christian nations, Armenians
design and decorate the Christmas tree, buy
new clothes and usually give gifts to children.

Asked about the coexistence of Muslims and
Christiansin Iran, he highlighted that these two
have lived peacefully along with each other.
“Iranian Armenians, are lIranians of Armenian

TEHRAN — Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani, on Wednesday, inaugurated
several development projects during a
visit to Ardebil Province, northwestern
Iran, IRNA reported.

As reported, 93 development projects
worth 20.653 trillion rials (about $491.7
million) in addition to 50 economic projects
were inaugurated during Rouhani’s trip.

TEHRAN — Swiss Ambassador to
Tehran Markus Leitner, whose country
represents the U.S. interests in Iran,
was summoned to the Foreign Ministry
on Wednesday to hear Tehran'’s strong
protest to Washington’s “warmongering
words” and baseless allegations against
the Islamic Republic.

Foreign Ministry Director General for
American Affairs Mohsen Baharvand de-
livered Iran’s memo of official protest to

Hundreds of Iragi members of the Popu-
lar Mobilisation Forces (PMF) and their
supporters hurled stones at the United
States embassy in Baghdad for a second
day on Wednesday, while security forces
fired tear gas and stun grenades in a bid
to drive them away.

U.S. troops also fired tear gas to disperse
the protests, led by the Iranian-backed
PMF - an umbrella grouping of paramil-

A peekinto Christmas celebration in Iran

ethnicity who speak Armenian as their mother
tongue. Armenians have lived in Iran for millen-
nia,” he said, noting, “They have lived peacefully
and friendly with their Muslim people.”

“After the Islamic Revolution, Armenians have
also served in the Iranian Army and many have
died inthe action,” Baghdasarian said, referring
to the eight years of Iraqi imposed war on Iran
(1980-1988), also known as Sacred Defense, where
thousands of Armenians went to the frontline
along with their Muslim brothers to defend the
country. The Armenian Diocese of Tehran told
me that 114 Armenians from across the country
have been martyred during the war.

Baghdasarian went on to point to his com-
munity’s position in Iran’s politics, saying, “The
Armenians remain the powerful religious minor-
ity in Iran. They have two seats in the Iranian
Parliament.”

Joint message of Iran, Russia and China to the world

After the U.S. failed to form an international
coalition in the Persian Gulf, Iranian, Russian and
Chinese armies launched a joint naval maneuver,
codenamed “Naval Security Belt”, in the northern
part of the Indian Ocean and the Sea of Oman.
Thedrill started on December 27 and lasted for
four days.

Many media outlets interpreted the maneu-
ver as a “clear warning to America”. Some main
political and geopolitical aspects of the wargame
are given here:

M Iran’s dominant position in the
region cannot be overlooked

The most significant aspect of the maneuver

is Tehran’s clear message to those countries that
seek to isolate Iran through economic and political
pressure. Through holding this joint maneuver,
Tehran sent thiswarning to the foes that Islamic
Republic is a power that world powers such as
Russia and China cannot close their eyes to.

The Turkish Anatolia news agency, quoting
experts, said, “The maneuver is a clear message
from Tehran to Washington.” The state-run news
agency also said the maneuver was conducted at
atime that Iran is decreasing its commitments to
the 2015 nuclear deal, officially called the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Inits editorial, the Al-Rai Elium newspaper
also said “An Iran which is facing the harsh U.S.
blockade will profit furthermost from this maneu-

ver since it will shatter the U.S. blockade, at least
psychologically, and shows that Iran is not an
isolated country and has strategic friends at the
international level.”

The widespread coverage of the joint exercise
by regional and overseas media indicated that
Tehran has selected a suitable time and good thing
to indirectly show its power to the United States.

M From Iran’s success to Washington’s
failure to establish international coalition

The joint marine maneuver took place ata time
that the United States has launched an intensive
effort in the recent months to form a global naval
alliance to allegedly secure the Persian Gulf. In
its preliminary calculations, after the Fujairah

events,

Actress Shahla
Riahi, who was
also Iran’s first
female filmmaker,
dies at 93

TEHRAN — Actress Shahla Riahi, who pre-
sented herself as Iran’s first female director in
1957 by making “Marjan”, died of Alzheimer’s
in Tehran on Tuesday. She was 93.

Reports published by Persian news agencies
about Riahi’s death were confirmed by her son,
Manuchehr Riahi, in an interview with IRNA
on Wednesday.

Riahi began her acting career at the age of
17 by a suggestion from her husband, Esmaeil
Riahi, a stage director and screenwriter.

itary organizations that mostly consists
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Rouhani inaugurates development projects
worth $491m in northwestern Iran

The mentioned projects would create
job opportunities for 4,350 people invar-
ious sectors including water and energy,
aviation, infrastructure, mining, industry
and production.

Three airport projects worth 910 billion
rials (about $21.6 million) were among
the major projects inaugurated during
Rouhani’s visit.

Iran summons Swiss envoy over U.S.
‘warmongering words’

the Swiss envoy, saying the Americans’
warmongering words against Iranare in
violation of the United Nations Charter.

The U.S. forces on Sunday conduct-
ed drone strikes on a number of the
Kata’ib Hezbollah positions, which is
part of Iraq’s Popular Mobilization Units
(PMU) known by the Arabic name Hashd
al-Sha’abi, in western Anbar province,
killing at least 25 individuals and leaving
another 51 injured.

U.S. troops fire tear gas at protesters
in Baghdad

of Iranian-backed Shia militias and that
was integrated into Irag’s armed forces.

They were gathered outside the U.S.
embassy compound in Baghdad for a
second consecutive day. Dozens had
camped out at the gates of the embassy
where they stayed the night. The protesters
lit a fire on the roof of the reception area
on Wednesday, as smoke rose from the
building. Protesters also firebombed a
second gate, setting another fire.
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A Cognitive
Disorder: U.S.
actions fueling
regional insecurity

¢ Security—just like climate change—
does not know borders and is thus
indivisible.”

—Iran Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif

The United States has launched uni-
lateral attacks against five bases of Kataib
Hezbollah, a part of Irag’s Popular Mo-
bilization Forces (PMF), which played a
decisive role in the defeat of the Daesh
(ISIL) terrorists. The U.S. actions were
condemned by Iran and others as a flagrant
violation of Iraq’s sovereignty, and cited
as further evidence of the destabilizing
presence of American forces and weaponry
in the region. The Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) stated that the
attacks “show that the U.S. is the main
factor behind insecurity, chaos, tension
and warmongering in this region.”

The December 29, 2019 air strikes on
five Kataib Hezbollah positions in Iraq and
Syria, which resulted in 25 deaths and 55
injuries, were allegedly in retaliation for
an earlier two-rocket assault on Friday,
December 27 that hit Iraqi military com-
pound K-1 near Kirkuk killing a single U.S.
civilian contractor. Washington blamed
the attack on Iran and Kataib Hezbol-
lah without, as has become customary,
presenting any supporting evidence to
back the assertion. Categorizing the U.S.
bombing of the PMF bases as “terrorism,”
Tehran denied any involvement in the
Friday rocket strike on the lragi base.
“This claim without any evidence can-
not justify bombing and killing people
inviolation of international law,” Iranian
government spokesman Ali Rabiei said.
Furthermore, Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Abbas Mousavi noted that by
targeting forces that have been fighting
terrorists, the U.S. raids “disproved the
U.S.’ claim on fighting the ISIL terrorist
groupin lraqg.”

The Iraqi government officially de-
nounced the U.S. unilateral intervention
as a “dangerous violation of the rules of
engagement that govern the work of U.S.-
led coalition forces in Iraq.” Kataib Hez-
bollah spokesman Mohammed Mohieh
condemned the U.S. aggression,
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Iran calls U.S. sanctions
‘failed project’

TEHRAN — Mahmoud Vaezi, the presidential
d e s chief of staff, said on Tuesday that the United
States’ sanctions against Iran is “a failed project”.

“We have passed the difficult situation through the people’s
resistance and comprehensive efforts,” Vaezi said during a meet-
ing with a group of businessmen and entrepreneurs in Ardabil
Province.

He added, “Sanction cannot
continue.”

The people’s resistance has
proven that the U.S., the Zionist
regime of Israel and their re-
gional allies cannot reach their
objective through sanctions,
the presidential chief of staff
pointed out.

“Iran will continue the path
of progress and development
despite sanctions and maximum
pressure,” he said.

Iran has said that it has
adopted “maximum resistance”
in the face of the U.S. “maximum
pressure”.

On December 24, Iranian First Vice President Es’haq Jahang-
iri said that the U.S. policies to collapse the Iranian economy
have failed.

“Iran has stood on its feet despite the United States’ ani-
mosities, and policies to collapse Iran’s economy have ended
in failure,” Jahangiri said.

The vice president noted that the U.S. failure shows Iran’s
economic capacities.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said on December 23 that
the White House has no way in the standoff with Iran except
putting an end to its policy of “maximum pressure” on the Is-
lamic Republic.

“The current situation will pass. Soon or late, the United States
has to refrain from adopting the policy of maximum pressure on
Iran before or after 2020 presidential election,” Rouhani said
during a meeting with Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar.

Donald Trump, who unilaterally withdrew the U.S. from the
multilateral 2015 nuclear deal in May 2018 and introduced the
harshest ever sanctions against Iran under his officially stated
“maximum pressure” strategy, has been trying to reach the Is-
lamic republic for dialogue.

Government spokesman Ali Rabiei said on December 23 that
the U.S. has gained nothing by adopting the policy of maximum
pressure against Tehran, noting such approaches cannot bring
the Iranian people to their knees.

Majlis Speaker Ali Larijani said on December 1 that maximum
pressure is a “wrong policy” and the U.S. must stop it.

Former U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry has called policy
of “maximum pressure” on Tehran bankrupt.

“We have been pressuring them. Maximum pressure... we're
seeing the unfolding of really a bankruptcy of approach,” he
told CBS News.

Iran summons Swiss envoy
over U.S. ‘warmongering
words’

The U.S. attack prompted massive public anger in
Iraq on Tuesday, with protesters storming the U.S. Embassy
in Baghdad and seizing the building after American diplomatic
personnel had been forced to evacuate.

by Following attack on the em-
bassy, U.S. President Donald
Trump on Tuesday accused
Iran of being responsible for
the attack.

“Iran will be held fully
responsible for lives lost, or
damage incurred, at any of
our facilities. They will pay a
very BIG PRICE! This is not a
Warning, itisa Threat. Happy
New Year!” Trump tweeted.

Baharvand told Leitner that
Iraq is an independent country
= | == with an independence-seeking
]'i"i‘ ]'“ ' honorable people.

. “The U.S. army haskilled at
least 25 young Iragis and injured tens more without providing
any evidence to prove their fault.”

Baharvand said it is quite obvious that the Iraqis react to such
amove.

“Naturally, the Iragi people react against a country that has
occupied their land and has killed their young fellow countrymen.”

He went on to say that the U.S. army is seeking to hatch more
dangerous plot for the entire region as they targeted two military
centers of pro-Damascus forces in Syria to further destabilize
the region and use it as a pretext for deployment of more forces
in Irag and Syria.

“The U.S. officials should refrain from ‘externalization’ and
should not accuse our country without any reason,” Baharvand
said in the meeting with Leitner.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry official called on the Swiss am-
bassador to convey this message to the U.S. that Tehran is not
after starting a war with any country, reminding that, however,
the Armed Forces of Iran will not tolerate any act of aggression
and will immediately and strongly respond to it.

“The U.S. government, instead of accusing others, must learn
how to talk with other nations and must halt occupying (other
countries),” Baharvand added.

On Tuesday, Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi
warned the White House of any miscalculation and inconsid-
erate response.

In a statement, he advised the U.S. to review its “destructive
policies”.

“How do you expect the Iraqgi people to keep silence over all
these crimes?” he asked.

He said, “The United States has ignored freedom- and inde-
pendence-seeking Iragi people and has also supported Saddam
[Saddam Hussein, a former Iragi president] and has created Daesh.
It [the U.S.] has forgotten killing and looting the Iragis and seems
to have forgotten that the Iragi people are still under occupation.”

The diplomat categorically rejected Washington’s ground-
less accusation that the Islamic Republic is behind anti-U.S.
protestsin Iraq.
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Leader: U.S. taking revenge on
d al-Shaabi for Daesh

Hash

TEHRAN — Leader of

e s k the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has said the United
States’ attacks on al-Hashd al-Shaabi was an
act of retaliation against the forces for beating
the Daesh (ISIS) terrorist group.

“See what they (the Americans) are doing
in Irag and Syria. They are taking vengeance
on Hashd al-Shaabi for Daesh,” Ayatollah
Khamenei said on Wednesday.

The Leader explained that Hashd al-Shaabi
had crushed Daesh, which was created and
backed by the Americans, in different areas.

“Now they are taking vengeance,” Ayatollah
Khamenei reiterated as he was addressing a
group of nurses on the National Nurse Day,
which marks the birth anniversary of Lady
Zeinab, granddaughter of Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH).

“The Iranian government, nation and |
strongly condemn this malicious act by Amer-
ica,” he added.

On Sunday, U.S. forces conducted drone
strikes on anumber of Kata'ib Hezbollah bases
in Iraq’s western Anbar province, killing at
least 25 individuals and leaving another 51
injured, according to the PMU.

Following the strikes, the Pentagon issued
astatement saying that it had targeted three
locations of the PMU forces in Irag and two in
Syriain response to alleged attacks targeting
American forces.

Baghdad and Tehran condemned the
attacks.

Iraqi President Barham Salih condemned
the attacks as being unacceptable and dam-
aging for the country, adding that the strikes
were contrary to security agreements inked
between Baghdad and Washington, according
to the Iragi News Agency (INA).

On Tuesday, dozens of protesters broke into
the U.S. embassy in Baghdad after smashing a
main door and setting fire to a reception area.

The embassy was evacuated as many angry
Iraqi demonstrators gathered outside the gates
of the compound to condemn Washington’s
attack.

The protesters chanted “Death to America”
and burned the U.S. flag.

The protesters further held up signs calling
for the U.S. mission to be shut down and
for the parliament to order U.S. forces to
leave Iraq.

U.S. President Donald Trump accused Iran
of being behind an attack on the U.S. embassy
in Iraq, saying the U.S. will hold Iran “fully
responsible”.

“Iran killed an American contractor, wound-
ing many. We strongly responded, and always
will. Now Iran is orchestrating an attack on

the U.S. Embassy in Irag,” Trump said via
Twitter on Tuesday.

“They will be held fully responsible. In
addition, we expect Iraq to use its forces to
protect the Embassy, and so notified!” he added.

Quoting Ayatollah Khamenei’s Wednes-
day remarks, his Twitter account, which is
run by his office, responded to Trump in a
series of tweets.

“That guy has tweeted that we see Iran
responsible for the events in Baghdad & we

“That guy (Trump) has tweeted that we see
Iran responsible for the events in Baghdad
& we will respond to Iran. 1st: You can’t do

anything. 2nd:

If you were logical —which

you’re not— you’d see that your crimes in

Iraq, Afghanistan...

have made nations

hate you,” the Leader tweeted, according to
khamenei__ir.

will respond to Iran. 1st: You can’t do any-
thing. 2nd: If you were logical —which you're
not— you’d see that your crimes in Irag, Af-
ghanistan... have made nations hate you,” @
khamenei_ir tweeted.

“Ifthe Islamic Republic decides to challenge
& fight, it will do so unequivocally. We’re not
after wars, but we strongly defend the Iranian
nation’s interests, dignity, & glory. Ifanyone
threatens that, we will unhesitatingly confront
& strike them,” read another tweet.

In his speech, Ayatollah Khamenei also
addressed the widespread protests across Iran
in November 2019, saying, “People have eco-
nomic demands, mostly rightful ones. Inthe
recent events, people had demands, but the
enemy had prepared agents to cause sedition.
It used the opportunity to harm the country.”

“With their insight and astuteness, peo-
ple withdrew and the seditionists were left
alone,” he added.

Protests erupted in Iran on November
15 after the government announced an in-
crease in the price of gasoline, a subsidized
commodity that is still cheaper in Iran than
other countries in the world.

Rioters damaged public and private prop-
erty and put banks, gas stations, and state
buildings on fire.

Soon after the protests erupted, the Lead-
er supported the government’s decision and
condemned any act of sabotage carried out
by some “hooligans” and supported by Iran’s
enemies.

“You see inthe past two days, all the centers
of evil in the world have been encouraging
such acts against us. From the sinister Pahlavi
dynasty to the vicious and criminal gang of
Monafeqin (the MEK terrorist group); they
are constantly encouraging hooliganism via
the internet and other means,” the Leader
stated at the time.

Ayatollah Khamenei urged the authorities
to take good care of the affected people and
assuage the hardship caused by the move.

He also called on the people to take note
of the enemies’ plots to disrupt Iran’s security
and take a separate path from the rioters that
try to foment insecurity in the country.

U.S. seeking to divert attention from brutal killing of Iraqis by levelling charges against Iran: envoy
Iran warns White House of any inconsiderate move

Majid
Takht-Ravanchi, Iran’s
ambassador to the United Nations, said
on Tuesday that the United States seeks to
divert attention from 17 years of occupying
Irag and brutal killing of the Iraqi people by
leveling accusations against Iran.

Following an attack on the U.S. embassy in
Baghdad on Tuesday, U.S. President Donald
Trump accused lran of being responsible
for the attack.

“Iran will be held fully responsible for
lives lost, or damage incurred, at any of our
facilities. They will pay a very BIG PRICE!
ThisisnotaWarning, itisa Threat. Happy
New Year!” Trump tweeted on Tuesday.
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According to the Daily Mail, Trump said
on Tuesday that he thought there wouldn’t
be war with Iran.

Angry protesters broke into the U.S. em-
bassy compound in the Iraqi capital Baghdad
on Tuesday after smashing the main door and
setting fire to a reception area, prompting
tear gas and sounds of gunfire. The attack
on the embassy took place after the U.S.
launched air raids on positions of Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU), killing at least

25 forces and injuring over 50 others in
Anbar Province.

Also on Tuesday, Iraqis held a massive
funeral procession in Baghdad for the victims
of the U.S. air raids.

Takht-Ravanchi said that Popular Mo-
bilization Units is an Iragi group which is
supervised by the Iragi government.

He added that the group played an im-
portant role in fighting Daesh and its defeat
in Iraq.

“How do you expect the Iraqi people to keep
silence over all these crimes?” the lIranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman asks the U.S.

M 1ran warns White House of any
‘inconsiderate move’

Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi
has warned the White House of any miscalcu-
lation and “inconsiderate move”.

In a statement on Tuesday, he advised the
U.S. toreview its “destructive policies”.

“How do you expect the Iragi people to keep
silence over all these crimes?” he asked.

Hesaid, “The United States has ignored free-
dom-and independence-seeking Iragi people
and hasalso supported Saddam [Saddam Hus-
sein, the former Iraqi dictator] and has created
Daesh. It [the U.S.] has forgotten killing and
looting the Iragis and seems to have forgotten
thatthe Iragi people are still under occupation.”

Rouhani:
TEHRAN— Iranian Pres-

s ident Hassan Rouhani,ina
ceremony in Ardabil province on Wednesday,
voiced his country’s readiness to resume talks
with the U.S. provided that Washington returns
tothe 2015 nuclear deal and fulfils its obliga-
tions under the pact, including lift of sanctions.

“Aplot has been hatched against us (by the
U.S.) to damage our greatness to force us to
be surrendered and to be obedient, however,
itis not possible in face of our nation; instead,
they should return from their wrong path they
started once,” the president said.

“We are ready for negotiations whenever

U.S. should return to right track if it really wants to talk to Iran

they (the U.S. officials) confess their wrong
policy. We are ready to talk to you, to listen
your words. You should listen to our words
t0o,” Rouhani said.

“Youare notasuperior government than the
Iranian government. We respect your people,
but, we strongly protest your ruling system.
We condemn your measures, but meantime,
we remind that the returning path is open to
you,” the president advised the U.S. officials.

Earlier thismonth, Rouhani said that Iran
was resisting sanctions but his country had not
closed the door to negotiations.

“We have no way but resistance against

sanctions, however, we have not closed door of
negotiations,” Rouhani said during aspeech at
the Insurance and Development Conference.

The president said if the sanctions against
Iran were lifted, he would be ready to meet the
leaders of the countries party to the nuclear deal.

“Ifthey remove sanctions, we are prepared
for talks at the level of 5+1 group’s heads of
states,” Rouhani remarked.

The nuclear deal was signed between Iran
and the 5+1 group (the five permanent members
of the UN Security Council) plus Germany in
July 2015.

Under the agreement, officially known

as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) and confirmed by the UN Security
Council Resolution 2231, Iran was obligated to
put limits on its nuclear program in exchange
for the termination of the economic and finan-
cial sanctions.

However, in May 2018, U.S. President Don-
ald Trump officially abandoned the JCPOA
and introduced the harshest ever sanctions
in history against Iran.

The Trump administration not only returned
the previous sanctions lifted under the nuclear
deal itadded new ones, including a total ban
on Iran’s oil exports.

A Cognitive Disorder: U.S. actions fueling regional insecurity

stating, “Our battle with America and its merce-
naries is now open to all possibilities.” Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani
censured the “atrocious aggression” and called for respecting
Irag’ssovereignty. Iragi cleric Mogtadaal-Sadr denounced the
continuing American interference in Iraq and affirmed his intent
to cooperate with political rivals in order to rid his country of
U.S. forces. “Today | am ready to throw out occupiers through
political and legal ways,” Seyyed al-Sadr announced, adding,
“Isthere anyone to help?”

Iraqiinterim head and former Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi
was notified of the U.S. attack, by U.S. Defense Secretary Mark
Esper about half hour before the “precision defensive strikes”
were executed, and while insisting that he tried to stop the attack,
he ultimately relented due to “insistence” by American officials.
Abdul-Mahdi, who had resigned his position on December 1 due to
violentunrestin the country but remains as caretaker untilanew
prime minister can be chosen, criticized the U.S. for violating Irag’s
sovereignty. “American forces acted on their political priorities,”
he charged inastatement, “not those of the Iragis.” Members of
the Iraqi Parliament called for a review of the agreement with
Washington that allows 5,200 troops to remain in the country,
charging that theillegal U.S. strike on the PMU bases effectively
nullified the agreement. Iraqi MP Jaber Al Jaberi expressed his
view that the U.S. strike shows “that they have lost hope in the
Iragi government and its ability to control the militias.”

Displaying the typical imperial mindset, U.S. assistant secretary
of state David Schenker insisted that the U.S. acted with “restraint”
intheattacks, whichwere intended to send aclear messageto Iran.
“We thought it important to hit a significant target set to send a
very clear message to them about how serious we take Ameri-
can lives,” Schenker explained. While the retaliatory killing of 25
Kataib Hezbollah members for the death of one American would
be unhesitatingly declared an inordinately excessive retaliation by
mostin the civilized world, Schenker maintained that not only was
the U.S. strike “proportionate,” but also that it did not represent
an escalation. “We don’t want an escalation here,” he insisted,
“Wewantade-escalation.” However, the U.S. attack has already
provoked an escalatory response of four Katyusha missiles being
fired only a few hours later at the al-Taji military base north of
Baghdad, which houses American troops.

Backin August of 2018, deputy PMF chairman Jamal Jafaar
Mohammed Ali Ebrahimi, who is better known as Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis, stated that itwas U.S. and Israeli forces that bombed
amunitions depotand aseries of other sites used by PMFin Iraq.
Atthetime, Muhandisaccused the U.S. of deploying Israeli drones
and using Iragiairspace to hitPMFinstallations. “The U.S. isusing
thedronesto target the PMF and Iraqi bases, rather than targeting
Daesh[ISIL],” he stated, maintaining that the PMFhad arightto
defend themselves against Americanand Israeli aggressions. At
thesametime, Israeli entity prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu,

arrogantly claimingarighttostrike Iranian-backed Iragi militias
and interests anywhere in Middle East with impunity, brazenly
stated, “Iran has no immunity anywhere...We will act—and cur-
rently are acting—against them, wherever it is necessary,”

When it comes to security, the United States and the Israeli
entityarestill playingazero-sumgame, thatis,anincrease inone
side’ssecurity reduces that of the others. AsDr. Zarifexplained at
the Doha Forum in December, without specifically mentioning
the U.S. or its Zionist ally, some “global actors” view the turmoil
inthe region asan opportunity forweaponssales. The erroneous
zero-sumthinking on the part of the U.S. and other western pow-
ersisthatwith the purchase of weaponry, one country’s security
is enhanced to the detriment of the others. Calling this view on
their part “acognitive disorder,” he pointed out that “this outside
presence has neither enhanced the security of outside actors, nor
that of the region.”

America most assuredly has a chronic cognitive disorder as
can be seen by the tenacity with which Americans cling to the
notion thatweaponry increases security. Another immoral aspect
of thisdevastating disorder isthat U.S. arms sales are primarily for
economicand employment benefits; little regard is paid to other
factors. Undoubtedly, these U.S. actions are fueling insecurity in
the Persian Gulf region. How ironic is it that a flood of firearms
and lax regulations 