W

W

W

.

T

E

H

R

A

N

T

I

M

E

S

.

C

O

M

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

D A I L Y

12 Pages Price 40,000 Rials 1.00 EURO 4.00 AED 39th year No.13604 Saturday FEBRUARY 15, 2020 Bahman 26, 1398 Jumada Al thani 20, 1441

Axis of resistance must
unite to expel U.S. from
the region 2

Zarif, Trudeau
meet in Munich
2

Iran volleyball’s
2020 Olympics
fixture revealed

40 day since
Soleimani
martyred
marked
th

See page 3

11

IIDCYA photos exhibit
explores children in
Arbaeen gathering 12

Foreign debt falls to $9.05b: CBI
TEHRAN — The latest report published
by the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) puts the
country’s foreign debt at $9.053 billion
at the end of the ninth Iranian calendar
month of Azar (December 21, 2019), down
from $9.339 billion at the end of the last
Iranian year.
The report although said that the foreign
debt grew by $372 million from the figure
for the end of the current Iranian year’s
first quarter (June 21, 2019) in which the
country’s external debt stood at $8.678

billion, IRNA reported.
From the total foreign debt, $7.548
billion was mid-term and long-term debts
while $1.505 billion was short-term debts,
the report confirmed.
External debt is the portion of a country’s debt that is borrowed from foreign
lenders including commercial banks,
governments or international financial
institutions. These loans, including interest, must usually be paid in the currency
in which the loan was made.
4

Parliamentary campaigns officially start
TEHRAN – Election campaigns for 290
seats in the parliament officially started
in Iran from Thursday morning, Feb. 13.
The elections will be held on Friday,
Feb. 21. The candidates have eight days
to campaign. 24 hours before the elections,
campaigns must be stopped.
In the capital Tehran, the principlists
released their 30-candidate list named
the “council of coalition”. On the top of

the list is Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, the
former Tehran mayor who ran for presidential post three times: in 2005, 2013
and finally in 2017.
While the policy-making council of
reformists failed to agree on a candidate list, a few pro-reform parties like
the Servants of Construction Party and
Unity and National Cooperation Party
presented their list.

Iran, Iraq pursuing General
Soleimani assassination: Judiciary

File photo

TEHRAN — An official in charge of international law department at Judiciary
announced on Friday that Tehran and Baghdad are jointly pursuing the dossier of the
assassination of General Qassem Soleimani
by the U.S. in Baghdad on January 3.
Ali Baqeri said, “We have been pursuing assassination of General Soleimani
in different fields, including in legal and
retributive areas inside the country. In
the international field, a joint attempt by
Iran and Iraq is underway.”

ARTICLE

An oil-free
economy: from
words to deeds

A

s one of the world’s oil-rich countries,
Iran, for long, has been deeply relied
on oil revenues for its economy and
all the governments which have come and
gone since the Islamic Revolution in 1979,
have based their economic policies upon
oil while other areas remained deprived
of the attention.
Even though, those other sectors would
have helped the country in the current
situation in which under the U.S. sanctions Iran’s oil revenues have shrunk
considerably.
Despite all these years of negligence, it seems that since the re-imposition of the U.S. sanctions, the
government has started to feel the
need for departing from its oil-dependent economy toward an “oil-free”
one more strongly than before, as
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution
has constantly underlined the need
for decreasing the economic reliance
on oil in order to reduce the impact
of the U.S. interruptions.
Earlier this month, the Leader urged
the government to cut the country’s economic dependence on oil and change the
U.S. pressures into opportunities for the
growth of the country.
“If the officials act wisely, threats could
become opportunities. Sanctions could
save the country’s economy from dependence on oil, which is the major cause of
many [economic] problems,” Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei told a number of Air Force
officers on the occasion of Air Force Day
on February 8.
When talking about Iran as a country
with an oil-free economy, numerous questions come to mind, “Is it really possible
for the country to completely cut reliance
on oil revenues?” “Having oil is a good
thing or a bad one?” “What are the disadvantages of an oil-dependent economy?”
and finally and more importantly: “How
to realize the goal of becoming an oil-free
economy?”
Unfortunately, Iran’s economy, for
long, has been heavily dependent on oil
and even after the Islamic revolution,
the governments haven’t done much to
alleviate the negative impacts of such an
economic system.
5

Afghanistan and the endless misery: U.S. troops and killing madness
By Hamid Bayati
TEHRAN — Blackwater crimes in Baghdad in
2008, mistreatment and torture of prisoners by U.S.
troops in Afghanistan, Iraq and Guantanamo Bay
detention camp in recent years and now releasing
numerous images of the operators of U.S. Predator
drones and their laughter after targeting various
targets indicates their killing madness.
In the meantime, two videos have recently
released that contain heartbreaking scenes.
One of the two videos is related to the drone
attack in Iraq, the operator of which is directing the drone as if he is playing a video game,
while talking with his colleague about how he
destroys the targets.
The second video is different from the other
one. In the video one of the operators of U.S.

Predator drones in Afghanistan who resigned from
U.S. military talks to reporters and reveals bitter
facts about targeting civilians in Afghanistan.
Brandon Bryant, a former U.S. drone operator
is speaking out against the atrocities he says he
was forced to inflict during his time in the armed
forces and says the American military as “worse
than the Nazis”.
The former operator says he reached his
breaking point with the US military after killing a child in Afghanistan that his superiors
told him was “a dog.” An image analyst who
watched the drone video feed at the time of the
strike, known as a “screener”, initially tried to
tell him it was a dog.
During his time in the Air Force, Mr. Bryant
estimates he contributed directly to killing 13

people himself and says his squadron fired on
1,626 targets including women and children.
Mr. Bryant said he saw the man he targeted
bleed out from his legs and watched as his body
went cold on his thermal imaging screen.
“The smoke clears, and there’s pieces of the
two guys around the crater. And there’s this guy
over here, and he’s missing his right leg above
his knee. He’s holding it, and he’s rolling around,
and the blood is squirting out of his leg … It took
him a long time to die. I just watched him,” Mr.
Bryant said.
“That image on the screen is still in my head.
Whenever I think about it, it still hurts me,” Mr.
Bryant said. “When I pulled the trigger, I knew
that it was wrong. When the middle struck I knew
in my soul I had become a murderer.”
7

No case of coronavirus infection in Iran
TEHRAN — The number of cases and deaths
and infections in the coronavirus epidemic
in China has jumped as uncertainty remains
about the true statistics. Officials in Hubei,
Chinese province that is the epicenter of the
outbreak, said there had been more than
48,000 cases there, a 44 percent jump from the
day before. They also reported 1,310 deaths, a
23 percent increase. The trend continued on
Friday, though not as markedly, when Hubei
officials disclosed another 4,800 cases and
116 more deaths.
The WHO reported almost 47,000 confirmed
cases worldwide, fewer than 1 percent outside
mainly China. The Chinese figures put the total
at more than 61,000 cases.
So far many countries have praised China for
the swift and transparent way the country has

Tehran Times/ Mohammad Mohsenifar

Ebrahim Fallahi
Tehran Times journalist

Baqeri added that assassination of
General Soleimani is certainly a violation of human rights.
“With regards to the U.S. influence
on the Western legal bodies, certainly we
won’t witness a just performance in case
of Iran,” Baqeri predicted.
On Monday, Baqeri, who serve also as
the secretary of the Iranian Judiciary’s
High Council for Human Rights held a
meeting with Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif.
3

handled this outbreak. Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of the World Health
Organization (WHO) congratulated China recently:
“In many ways, China is actually setting a new
standard for outbreak response.”
Iran’s foreign ministry has urged countries
across the world to cooperate with China’s government to get rid of the Coronavirus.
In a telephone conversation between Iranian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mohammad Javad
Zarif and his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi discussed efforts to contain the virus and the latest
developments about the outbreak.
Meanwhile, in a message Zarif blasted U.S. for
taking advantage of the Coronavirus spread in
China, saying that China is acting more responsibly than the U.S. in regards with controlling
the outbreak.

So far no cases of coronavirus have been reported in Iran. “We have not yet received any
reports of the coronavirus entering our country,”
Director General of Communicable Diseases Mohammad Mehdi Gouya told ILNA.

Evacuation

Iran has sent a plane to retrieve dozens of
students confined in the Chinese city of Wuhan,
the epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak. A Mahan Airlines plane left Tehran on Feb. 4, with a
team of infectious disease doctors and special
emergency response medics, said adviser to the
health minister Alireza Vahabzadeh.
There were 70 Iranian students in Wuhan.
The students were flown back to Tehran on Feb. 5
and are being quarantined for 14 days in a special
hospital in Tehran, Vahabzadeh was quoted by
Reuters.
7

IRIB
Symphonic
Orchestra
performs at
Fajr festival
Arash Amini conducts the IRIB Symphonic Orchestra in a concert during the 35th Fajr Music
Festival at Tehran’s Vahdat Hall on February
13, 2020.
The orchestra performed a repertoire of Ludwig van Beethoven’s masterpieces to observe the
German composer’s 250th birthday.
The festival opened on Thursday and will run
until February 19.

ARTICLE
Martin Love
Political analyst from
North Carolina

Black swans if not
dangerous raptors
are everywhere

O

ne has to be cynical about the
primaries run by the Democratic Party to choose a nominee to
challenge President Donald Trump next
November.
The only candidate by many accounts
who has a chance to beat Trump (who
was not convicted in the U.S. Senate
after his impeachment because no witnesses, no thanks to the Republicans,
were permitted to testify at the trial),
is Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont.
Sanders happens to be the most consistent and honest of the candidates, but
even if he gets into the White House
he is unlikely to save “America” from
the ultimate Karma of its ugly behavior
over the past 30 years plus.
The best that Sanders or equivalent
could do is to attempt a cleanup of the
government and system or reform it so
thoroughly that it’s like starting from
scratch: a world where paper fiat money
simply cannot continue to determine
and corrupt who wins and who loses in
America, and where the Military Industrial
Complex has lost its power to screw up
U.S. foreign policy.
However, the Iowa Caucus last week
was mismanaged badly due to internal
corruption by the Democratic Party such
that even though Sanders had a plurality
of the vote, he was denied the limelight
and a little-known challenger, one Pete
Buttigieg, 38, may have picked up the
most delegates. So, for now, no one of
clear mind can trust the current Democratic Party leaders, or really, for that
matter, either of the two major political
parties.
Both political parties rig elections.
When the U.S. castigates other countries such as Bolivia for alleged “voting
irregularities” and then conducts a coup
to install a right wing, racist government
that is disempowering indigenous people, one has to both laugh and cry: it’s
in the U.S., less so anywhere overseas,
where alleged “democracy” has become
almost a joke and power rests in the hands
of corrupted, big money oligarchs and
corporations that bribe politicians to do
their bidding.
7
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P O L I T I C S
Politicians should agree on
principles and express them in an
outspoken manner, Gen.Soleimani
says in his Letter of Wishes
TEHRAN — Lt. Gen. Qassem Soleimani in his Letter of Wishes addresses politicians including reformists and conservatives
and says if you want to stand together, the condition for being
together is agreement over the Principles and expressing them
in an outspoken manner.
The following is the full text of the Letter of Wishes of Martyr
Major-General Qassem Soleimani, the commander of the IRGC
Quds Force who led many operations during Saddam’s eight-year
war on Iran as well as accomplishing numerous other valorous
achievements during his blessed life. His life was characterized
by extraordinary faith, exemplary courage and passionate attachment to Wilayat. May he rest in peace and drink from the
fountain of eternal bliss.
In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful
I testify to the main principles of Islam
I testify that there is no god but Allah. I testify that Muhammad
is the Messenger of God. I testify that Ali bin Abi Talib and his immaculate children – the twelve Imams – are our Infallible Imams
and that they are “Hujaj Allah” (God’s proofs).
I testify that the Day of Judgment is true, the Quran is true, Heaven and Hell are true, the questioning and answering (on the Day of
Judgment) are true, and that Resurrection, God’s Justice, Imamate
and Prophethood are true.
Oh God, I thank You for Your blessings

New IRG Quds Force chief Qaani read Letter of Wishers
Oh God, thank You for transferring me from one loin to the next,
from one century to the next, and from one family to the next, until
You bestowed on me the blessing to live during a time when I could
see one of your most prominent Friends who is close to and a companion of the Infallibles, Your righteous servant – the Great Khomeini.
And, I thank you for letting me be his soldier. If I did not have the
blessing to be the companion of Your Great Messenger, Muhammad
al-Mustafa, and if I did not live during the period of the oppression
of Ali bin Abi Talib and his immaculate and wronged children, You
helped me tread the same path on which they laid down their lives
– which are worth all the universe and its creatures.
Oh God, I thank You for letting me take the path of Your other
righteous servant – after dear Khomeini – whose innocence even
surpasses his righteousness, a man who is today’s sage of Islam, Shi’ism,
Iran and the political world of Islam. This man is dear Khamenei
(may I sacrifice my life for his sake).
Dear God, thank You for allowing me to associate with Your best
servants, for giving me the opportunity to kiss their heavenly faces,
and for letting me smell their divine scent – the Mujahideen and
Martyrs on this path.
Dear God, Capable, Mighty One and Merciful Provider, I prostrate before You in gratitude and humbleness for having helped me
take the path of the purest Fatimah and her children in the Shi’ah
religion – the true scent of Islam – and for letting me shed tears for
the children of Ali bin Abi Talib and the purest Fatimah. What a
great blessing it is, your greatest and most precious blessing. It is a
blessing that contains light, spirituality and restlessness, in which
there is the most assuring peace of mind. It contains sorrow that is
coupled with tranquility and spirituality.
Dear God, I am grateful to You for giving me parents who were
poor but pious, who loved the Household of the Holy Prophet of
Islam, and who always treaded the path of purity. I beseechingly
ask You to associate them with Your Friends in Your Heaven and
allow me to meet with them in the Hereafter.
Oh God, I have hopes for Your pardon
Oh Dear God, Oh Wise and Unique Creator, my hands are empty,
and so is my backpack. I rush to you without any provisions, hoping
that You will treat me to Your banquet of pardon and generosity. I
do not have any provisions with me, for what provisions does a poor
man need in the presence of a generous Lord?
My shoes are filled with the hope of Your Grace and Your Generosity. I have brought with me two closed eyes, which contain a
treasure in addition to their impurities. That jewel is tears shed for
Fatimah’s Hussein, tears shed for the Household, and tears shed in
defense of the oppressed, the orphans and the innocent who were
caught in the claws of oppressors.
Oh God, I have nothing in my hands. They have nothing to present,
nor do they have the power to defend. However, I have stored something in my hands, which I am hopeful about, that is a continuous
movement towards You. When I reached out my hands towards you,
when I put them on the ground and on my knees for Your sake, and
when I carried weapons in order to defend Your religion, these are the
wealth that I carry in my hands and I hope that you have accepted them.
Oh God, my legs are frail and have no stamina. They do not have
the courage to cross the bridge that crosses over Hell. My legs tremble
even when crossing an ordinary bridge. Woe to me, as Your path (the
bridge over Hell) is thinner than a hair and sharper than a sword.
Nonetheless, I harbor some hope that I may not tremble and that I
may find salvation. I set foot in Your sanctuary and circled around Your
House (the circumambulation of the Holy Ka’bah). I ran bare-footed
in the shrines of Your Friends and between the shrines of Hussein
and Abbas. I bent and hugged my knees in long trenches. And, I ran,
jumped, crept, wept, laughed and made others laugh, cried and made
others cry, and fell and picked myself up in defense of your religion. I
hope that you will pardon them (my legs) because of these jumping,
crawling, and these holy shrines.
Oh God, my head, my wisdom, my lips, my nose, my ears, my heart
and all parts of my body harbor the same hope. Oh most Merciful,
Compassionate God, accept me and accept me in purity. Accept me
in a way that I will be worthy of seeing You. I do not want anything
other than meeting You. Heaven for me is being next to You, Oh Allah.
Oh God, I have been left behind the caravan of my friends
Oh dear God, it is many years now that I have been left behind a
caravan. I have constantly sent others towards it, but I myself have
been left behind it. You Yourself know that I have never been able to
forget them. Their memory and their names always echo, not in my
mind, but in my heart and in my eyes with tears and sighs.
(See full text at tehrantimes.com)
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Iranian diplomat calls on Turkey,
Syria to practice self-restraint
P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Hamid Reza
d
e
s
k Dehghani, the director
general for the Middle East and North Africa affairs at the Iranian Foreign Ministry,
has called on Syria and Turkey to practice
self-restraint in order to avoid worsening
of the situation.
He expressed concerns over situation
in Idlib, in Syria’s northwest, and conflicts
between Turkey and Syria.
Dehghani also reiterated Iran’s readiness
to help prevent worsening of the situation.
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
said on February 10 that Iran is steadfast
in its readiness to mediate between Turkey
and Syria.
“Iran reiterates its readiness to facilitate
dialogue among brother neighbors #Turkey
& #Syria,” Zarif tweeted.
He added, “Escalation of tensions only
serves interests of terrorists and their spon-

sors. Avoidance of bloodshed and respect
for sovereignty & territorial integrity is imperative.”
Zarif’s proposal to mediate between Syria and Turkey came a few days after Majid
Takht-Ravanchi, Tehran’s ambassador to
the United Nations, said Iran is ready to do
its best to settle the conflicts between Turkey
and Syria in Idlib province.
“Iran is ready to do its best to settle differences between Damascus and Ankara over
developments in Idlib province,” he said in
a meeting at the United Nations Security
Council.
“Situation in the region is worrisome, so,
we must try to prevent the crisis from being
uncontrollable,” he said.
Highlighting the Sochi agreement over the
situation in Idlib, Takht-Ravanchi said, “The
Astana meeting underlined the importance
of the Sochi agreement.”

U.S. Senate votes to limit Trump’s ability to wage war against Iran

By staff and agencies
The U.S. Senate passed a legislation on Thursday to limit
President Donald Trump’s ability to wage war against Iran.
According to AP, the measure, authored by Sen. Tim Kaine,
D-Va., says Trump must win approval from Congress before
engaging in further military action against Iran.
Eight of Trump’s fellow Republicans joined Democrats to
pass the war powers resolution by 55-45. The measure would
require Trump to remove U.S. troops engaged in hostilities
against Iran unless Congress declares war or passes a specific
authorization for the use of military force, Reuters reported.
U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi tweeted on Friday,
“Today, with this strong War Powers Resolution, the Senate
is joining the House in honoring our responsibility: keeping
the American people safe. The Congress and the American
people know we cannot afford war.”
The U.S. House of Representatives passed two pieces
of a legislation on January 30, seeking to limit Trump’s
authority to go to war with Iran.
“The Constitution gives Congress, not the president, the
power to declare war. And with President Trump taking
steps toward dangerous conflict with Iran - without any
consultation with Congress - we need to reassert the responsibility given to us,” Democratic Representative Eliot
Engel, chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, said in

support of the legislation.
In an interview with Geo News published on January 25,
Engel criticized Trump for beating drums of war against Iran.
“The United States, frankly, has been involved in too
many wars in the last twenty years. And, I think it’s time to
back off and not have a perpetual war,” he said.
He also called assassination of Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani “an ill-advised action”.
Many members of Congress, including some Republicans,
have been pushing the administration for more information
about assassination of Soleimani, Reuters reported.
Trump did not inform Congress about the drone strike
until after it took place and then, according to many lawmakers, his administration held back too much information
about the reason for the strike and its legal justification.
General Soleimani was assassinated in a U.S. airstrike
in Baghdad on January 3.
In a retaliatory move, Iran fired dozens of ballistic missiles
at a major U.S. military base in Iraq on January 8.
Ayatollah Khamenei said on January 8 that such military actions are not enough and the U.S. forces must leave
the region.
More than 100 American service members have traumatic
brain injuries from Iranian airstrikes on Al Asad Air Base
in Iraq in January, the Defense Department said on Feb.

10, a number that was more than 50 percent higher than
previously disclosed.
According to the New York Times, the latest tally, which
has steadily grown since the Jan. 8 strike, drew a sharp
contrast with the assertion by the Trump administration in
the hours after the attack that no Americans were hurt. The
number also underscored the unseen effects of traumatic
brain injuries, which sometimes do not manifest symptoms
for days or weeks but can have long-term physical or mental
effects.

Zarif, Trudeau meet in Munich

Axis of resistance must unite to expel
U.S. from the region: general

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN – Foreign
d
e
s
k Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau met on Friday on the
sidelines of the 56th Munich Security Conference (MSC).
Zarif also met with Canadian Foreign
Minister François-Philippe Champagne.
According to website of Canada’s Foreign
Ministry, the two agreed to remain in close
touch over the issue of the Ukrainian plane
crash in January.
“The two also discussed the download
and analysis of PS752’s black boxes. Minister
Champagne reiterated that the preferred
option of the International Coordination
and Response Group is for Iran to make
use of the facilities offered by France,
which possesses the technical capacity to
perform this work. Minister Champagne
also stressed the importance of a fair and
equitable compensation settlement for the
families of the victims, based on international standards,” the website reported.
A Ukrainian passenger plane, with 176
people aboard, was mistakenly downed on
January 8 near Tehran by air defense system.
The victims of the crash included 82 Iranians, 63 Iranian-Canadians, 11 Ukrainians,
10 Swedes, four Afghans, three Germans,

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Amir Ali
d
e
s
k Hajizadeh, commander
of the Aerospace Force of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC), has said that the axis
of resistance must unite efforts to expel the
United States’ forces from the region.
“We must unite our efforts to remove the
U.S. troops from the region and destroy the
Zionist entity,” Hajizadeh told Almasirah Media
Network in an interview published on Friday.
He noted that the axis of the resistance is
not only Iran, rather it extends from the Red
Sea to the Mediterranean and from Ansarullah
in Yemen to Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Pointing to Iran’s January 8 attack on a
U.S. airbase in Iraq in retaliation to the assassination of Lieutenant General Qassem
Soleimani, Hajizadeh said, “The failure of the
U.S. administration to acknowledge the deaths
of Ein Al-Assad is evidence of humiliation. They
initially said something and then changed their
narration to admit recently that 109 people
were exposed to the so-called traumatic brain
injury (TBI).”
He added that Washington will definitely admit later to the killing of soldiers now
claiming suffer from TBI.
General Hajizadeh pointed out that what
is important in the Ein Al-Assad strike is a
severe blow to the U.S. prestige, because the

and three British nationals.
Zarif was scheduled to meet with Pekka
Haavisto, the foreign minister of Finland,
on the sidelines of the conference.
The MSC forum opened on Friday and is
scheduled to end on Sunday. It is an annual
conference on international security policy
that has taken place in Munich, Bavaria
since 1963.
Over the past four decades the Munich
Security Conference has become the most
important independent forum for the exchange of views by international security
policy decision-makers.

Iranian strike was on the largest American base.
The U.S. assassinated Soleimani, Iran’s
top anti-terror commander, in an airstrike
in Baghdad on January 3.
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei has described the assassination
of Soleimani as a “cowardly” act that brought
“disgrace” upon the U.S. and said that the U.S.
must leave the region.
Ayatollah Khamenei said on January 8 that
the U.S. “corruptive presence” in the region
must come to an end.
The New York Times reported on February 10 that more than 100 American service
members have traumatic brain injuries from
Iranian airstrikes.
“More than 100 American service members
have traumatic brain injuries from Iranian
airstrikes on Al Asad Air Base in Iraq in January, the Defense Department said, a number
that was more than 50 percent higher than
previously disclosed,” said the report.
The Trump administration at first said
there were no injuries, but a week later said
several service members were evaluated for
possible concussions.
Then, days after Mr. Trump’s statements
in Davos, the Defense Department said that 34
people had suffered brain injuries. The number was later increased to 50 and then to 64.

Europe’s dependence on U.S. impedes efforts to preserve nuclear deal: expert

P O L I T I C A L TEHRAN — Nozar Shafiei, an expert
d
e
s
k on international affairs, has said that
Europe’s dependence on the United States impedes
efforts to support and preserve the 2015 nuclear deal,
officially known as the JCPOA.
“Europe’s structural dependence on the United States
in various areas, especially in spheres of security and
economy, impedes efforts of Borrell [EU foreign policy
chief Josep Borrell] in supporting and preserving the
JCPOA,” he told ISNA in an interview published on
Friday.
It is obvious that Europe is not capable of countering
the U.S. sanctions, he noted.
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell has said that
Europe must ensure Iran’s benefits from the nuclear
deal if it wants the deal to survive.
“If we want the Iran nuclear deal to survive, we need to
ensure that Iran benefits if it returns to full compliance,”
he wrote in an article in the Project Syndicate published
on February 8.
Borrell was notified in January by Paris, London and
Berlin that they had triggered the dispute mechanism.
He has said that the EU will extend indefinitely the
time limit to resolve disputes in the nuclear deal to avoid
having to go to the UN Security Council or triggering
new sanctions.
“There is agreement that more time is needed due
to the complexity of the issues involved. The timeline

is therefore extended,” Borrell said in a statement on
January 24.
In the meeting with Borrell in Tehran on Feb. 3,
President Rouhani criticized the EU for failing to
honor its commitments after the U.S. quit the deal
and reinstituted sanctions on Iran.
However, Rouhani said, “The Islamic Republic of
Iran is still ready to cooperate with the European Union
for resolving issues, and at any time that the other
side (EU) fully observes its commitments Iran will also

return to its commitments.”
In May 2019 Iran started to reduce its commitments
to the JCPOA at bi-monthly intervals in response to
the abrogation of the pact by the U.S. coupled with the
European Union’s inaction to shield Iran’s economy
from sanctions.
In an article published by The New York Times on
Monday, it is said that the Instrument in Support of
Trade Exchanges (INSTEX) is a prime example of the
futility of Europe’s struggle for strategic autonomy from
the United States.
Ever since U.S. President Donald Trump withdrew
from the JCPOA in May 2018, European countries have
struggled to come up with an appropriate response,
said the article.
The European Union, including Germany, has pledged
to uphold its commitment to trading with Iran, it added.
“But Europe has had a hard time living up to this
promise,” the paper said.
It also said, “The enormous impact of America’s
secondary sanctions comes not just from the market
power of the United States, but also from the power of
the dollar and America’s capacity to legally or factually
control financial transaction systems.”
“One key, then, to Europe obtaining ‘strategic
autonomy’ in international relations, is obtaining a
capacity for independent financial transactions. Which
brings us back to INSTEX,” it added.
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40th day since General Soleimani
martyred marked

P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — In accordd
e
s
k ance with sharia law, people from all walks of life, along with a large
number of military commanders, gathered
on Thursday in Tehran’s Mosalla to mark the
40th day since General Qassem Soleimani,
the commander of the IRGC Quds Force, was
assassinated in a U.S. air attack in Baghdad’s
airport on January 3.
Similar ceremonies were held in other
cities across the country. For example, in
the city of Malekshahi, Ilam province, a large
number of nomads from provinces of Ilam,
Lorestan and Khuzestan held a memorial
ceremony locally called “chamar” (wailing)
for the fallen general.
Brigadier General Hossein Salami, the
chief of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC), new IRGC Quds Force Commander
Brigadier General Esmaeil Qa’ani and a
number of senior IRGC and Army commanders attended the commemoration
ceremony in Tehran.
The ceremony was addressed by General
Salami whose speech was mainly concentrated on the characteristics of Soleimani
and his activities.
General Soleimani, commonly referred
to as Haj Qassem by the military officers, is
recognized internationally as a legendary

commander in the battle against terrorist
groups, especially Daesh (ISIS). He commanded forces who resisted ISIL which was
advancing rapidly toward the Iraqi Kurdistan
and came close to Baghdad.
Shortly after Soleimani’s assassination,
officials in Tehran and independent generals
in the world said the Soleimani assassination
amounts to an act of war against Iran.
In the U.S. air raid in Baghdad, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the deputy commander of

the anti-terrorist Iraqi Popular Mobilization
Forces (PMF), was also martyred.
‘General Soleimani had prisoned
Zionist regime of Israel’
“When Haj Qassem attended the
war on the Zionists, the Palestinians
were using stones in their battle against
the Zionist, but, Haj Qassem tried so
hard that today the Gaza Strip, the West
Bank and the northern Palestine are
the source of launching endless rockets

against the Zionists,” Salami told the
mourners in Tehran.
“Qassem Soleimani was present at the
scene of the Lebanese people’s battle against
the Israelis,” Salami added.
General Salami further said that General
Soleimani and his forces were always ready
to assist and save oppressed people anywhere
and anytime.
‘Iran’s final harsh response will
expel U.S. soldiers from region’
On January 8, Iran launched retaliatory
attack by firing dozens of missiles at a major
U.S. military base in western Iraq. The response came five days after Iran had vowed
“tough revenge” for Soleimani’s blood.
General Salami said that the enemy received a harsh response but the final one is
still awaiting.
“Our final slap on the face of the enemy will
continue until the Islamic Ummah expel the
last U.S. soldier from the Islamic territories
and push the Zionist regime of Israel into
declining path,” Salami added.
General Soleimani’s will was also read
publicly in the ceremony by General Qa’ani.
In a part of his will, General Soleimani
has called on the country’s politicians, including reformists and principlists to keep
more united.

Large-scale cyberattack on Iran probably originated from U.S., official says

P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — A senior civil defense
d
e
s
k official says the large-scale cyberattack
that recently targeted Iran’s infrastructure probably
originated from the U.S.
On February 8, the Iranian internet service suffered
hours of disruption in what telecoms authorities said was
the result of DDoS cyberattack that was dealt with swiftly.
The “powerful” distributed denial-of-service (DDoS)
attack caused users to experience connection issues, according to officials.
Now Gholam-Reza Jalali, the head of Civil Defense Organization, says the unsuccessful DDoS attack probably
originated from the U.S.
“It’s very difficult and time-consuming to trace the source
of a cyberattack. The Telecommunication Infrastructure
Company is currently studying and looking for the source of
the recent cyberattack against the country … but our analysis
is that America was the origin,” Jalali said in a televised
interview on Thursday night, Press TV reported.
“The Americans’ cyberattack has been foiled by our cyber
defense unit,” he said, but at the same time warned that the
attack might have been carried out to study the feasibility
of a bigger attack.

“Since Americans failed to give a military response to
our recent shootdown of their unmanned aerial vehicle
in the Iranian waters as well as our missile attack on Ain
al-Assad base [in Iraq], they are responding to our country
through continued economic pressure and cyberattacks,”

“Since Americans failed to
give a military response to
our recent shootdown of their
unmanned aerial vehicle in
the Iranian waters as well
as our missile attack on Ain
al-Assad base [in Iraq], they
are responding to our country
through continued economic
pressure and cyberattacks,”
Civil Defense Organization
chief Jalali says.

Jalali remarked.
“We have managed to control their cyberattacks, and
they have failed to damage any section,” Jalali said, adding,
however, that Iran must accelerate its efforts to launch its
national information network in a bid to maintain services
in case of bigger attacks.
Although the February 8 DDoS attack was dealt
with immediately using the Iranian Information
Technology Fortress, known as DEJFA, it still affected several service providers in Iran, including
two notable mobile operators.
DDoS attackers normally use hijacked or virus-infected
computers to target websites. During such attacks, websites
become unreachable after an unusually large number of requests for information are sent to them, causing the servers
that host them to fail.
Iran had previously reported cyberattacks sponsored by
the United States and the Israeli regime that have targeted
its key information infrastructure.
DDoS attacks in September targeted Iranian websites
that were involved in cryptocurrency trade. Authorities said
those attacks were 20 times more powerful than similar
attacks in other countries.

People should vote for most competent candidates: cleric
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — Tehran’s interim Friday
d
e
s
k prayers leader called on the people to
participate massively in the Feb. 21 parliamentary elections,
noting that the most competent candidate should be chosen
for the legislative body.
Kazzem Sediqi said that that the new parliament should
be commensurate to the ideals of General Qassem Soleimani.
He further said, “People should not vote for those who
may rely on foreigners.”
Elsewhere in his remarks, the cleric praised the
eye-catching rallies in the 41st anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution on Feb. 11.
In December, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei advised potential parliamentary
candidates not to run for the elections “if you don’t have
management capabilities.”

Every responsibility or position entails certain commitments, Ayatollah Khamenei said.
“You have to see if you can make that commitment,”
Ayatollah Khamenei said.
In late January, President Hassan Rouhani also highlighted the importance of parliamentary elections, but noted
that peoples’ trust in the rulers is more important than the
outcome of the elections.
“Undoubtedly, the elections, especially the Islamic Consultative Assembly’s election is of great importance, but the
people’s trust (in the rulers and the establishment), as well
as social wealth, are more important than the elections,”
Rouhani told a gathering of provincial and city governors.
The parliamentary elections, the 11th of its kind since the
1979 Islamic Revolution, will be held on Friday in over 200
constituencies across the country’s 31 provinces.

We deeply feel Iranians’ friendship as China battling coronavirus: ambassador
P O L I T I C A L

TEHRAN — In a tweet
d
e
s
k in Persian language on
Thursday, the Chinese ambassador to
Tehran thanked the Iranians for sympathizing with the Chinese in their campaign
against coronavirus.
“There is a proverb in the Persian language
that says ‘heart speaks to heart’. In China’s
struggle against coronavirus we deeply felt
the friendship of the government and nation
of Iran,” Ambassador Chang Hua said.
At a press conference in China’s embassy in
Tehran on Feb. 5, Ambassador Chang talked
about the coronavirus in China and beyond,
discussing a range of related issues such as
ways to control the disease, its death toll,
humanitarian aid, economy, trade and travel.
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Geng Shuang on Friday thanked the
ambassadors of the countries which have

P O L I T I C A L

praised China in its battle against the virus
named (COVID-19).
This is part of Geng’s daily briefings posted
on the Chinese Foreign Ministry website:
Recently many foreign ambassadors and
representatives to China said on social media
platforms that they stand with China in this
fight against the NCP (COVID-19).
“It shows not only their strong recognition

of China’s epidemic response but also their
confidence in the Chinese government and
people’s capability to defeat the virus. I’d like
to share with you a video demonstrating true
friendship that stands out in difficult times.
In this video:
The Iranian ambassador to China said,
“I’m sure China, with 5000 years of civilization, will overcome this problem.”
The Russian ambassador to China said,
“We hope the Chinese people will stay safe
and sound, ward off all diseases and resume
normal life as soon as possible.”
The German ambassador to China said,
“German people’s thoughts are with China in
this challenging time and we wish the Chinese
people an early victory over the epidemic.”
The Cuban ambassador to China said,
“Chinese friends are not alone and the Cuban
people stand with them.”

The Mongolian ambassador to China said,
“Friendly Chinese people will win the battle
against the novel coronavirus.”
The Brazilian ambassador to China said,
“The Chinese people have overcome all the
challenges they encountered before. Brazil
has faith in China.”
The French ambassador to China said,
“True friends are recognized in trying times.
France is by your side.”
The UN Resident Coordinator in China said, “The international community
is behind China. Zhongguo jiayou! (Stay
strong, China!)”
We applaud all foreign diplomats,
representatives and the countries and
institutions they represent for standing
with China in times of adversity. This is
a perfect demonstration of a community
with a shared future for mankind.

People main base for the country’s security: Rahmani Fazli

TEHRAN— Iranian Ind
e
s
k terior Minister Abdolreza
Rahmani Fazli said on Thursday that people are the main source and base for the
country’s security.
The minister pointed to the importance
of political participation in restoring security
to the country and said, “People are the main
base for the country’s security.”
The minister hoped that the elections
remain untainted by fraud, urging all the
participating elements to act “exactly” in
accordance with the relevant legal principles.
Those eligible to vote, he added, number
more than 57 million.
Rahmani Fazli also said the ministry had

proposed two Fridays in the first month of the
next year on the solar calendar for a potential
run-up that would take place if the elections
head into a second round. It has notified
the Guardian Council of those dates, and is
prepared to hold any such second round on
whatever date that is approved of by the top
supervisory and vetting body.
Iran is to hold the parliamentary elections
on February 21 to appoint lawmakers to its
11th Parliament since the country’s 1979
Islamic Revolution.
More than 7,000 candidates are standing
in the elections, including five candidates
representing Iran’s religious minorities.
In line with the national Election Office’s

instructions, an eligible contestant’s age
should range from 30 to 75.
Last year, the parliament objected to a
motion to increase the number of the elective
seats, keeping it at 290.
The aspirants hail from 208 constituencies.
Some were disqualified from partaking
in the race by the Guardian Council.
According to the interior minister, however, more than 91 percent of the hopefuls
have been approved by the Council, who had
received the records and credentials of more
than 15,000 people.Considering the size of
the electorate, there would be one lawmaker
at the parliament per each 190,000-strong
segment of the Iranian population.

The elections come every four years.
As with the previous round, the major
rivaling camps are those of Principlists and
Reformists.In the last legislative elections, the
Hope List comprising Reformist candidates
secured relative majority at the parliament
after winning 122 seats over two rounds of
elections. In all, the Reformist camp together with moderate candidates took 137 seats
against 120 seats that went to the Principlists.
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei has called for a high
turnout in the upcoming elections, saying
a lively vote guarantees the Iranian nation’s
security and contributes to efforts towards
resolving the problems.
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Iran, Iraq pursuing General
Soleimani assassination:
Judiciary
1
Zarif and Baqeri discussed the ways to promote cooperation and coordination between the Judiciary’s department for
international affairs and the Foreign Ministry.
Protecting the rights of the Iranian expatriates, pursuing the
release of the Iranian inmates in other countries, suing U.S. for
the assassination of General Soleimani at local and foreign tribunals, as well as coordination in protecting Iran’s principles
and standards at international circles, including in the sphere
of human rights were the main topics between the two officials.

The U.S. troops assassinated General Soleimani, Iran’s top
anti-terror commander, and his comrades-in-arms in an airstrike
in Baghdad on January 3.
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the deputy commander of the anti-terrorist Iraqi Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), was also
assassinated in the air raid.
Soleimani is recognized internationally as a legendary commander in the battle against terrorist groups, especially Daesh
(ISIS). He commanded forces who resisted ISIL which was advancing toward the Iraqi Kurdistan and came close to Baghdad.
Shortly after Soleimani’s assassination, officials in Tehran
and independent generals in the world said the Soleimani assassination amounts to an act of war against Iran.
On January 8, Iran responded to the act by launching a heavy
missile attack against a major U.S. airbase in Iraq.
In a statement on January 8, the IRGC warned the United
States that any more aggression or movement would receive a
more “painful and crushing” response.

Nasrallah says U.S. crossed
‘all red lines’ by assassinating
Gen. Soleimani
The secretary general of the Lebanese resistance movement
Hezbollah has said Washington “passed all red lines” with its
assassination of Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani, the
commander of the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) and his companions in Iraq last month,
emphasizing that the incident changed all regional equations.
“The Americans must know that they have crossed all red
lines and changed regional equations by assassinating Lt. Gen.
Soleimani. The event has pitted the axis of resistance and regional nations against the United States,” Hassan Nasrallah
in a televised interview broadcast from the Lebanese capital
city of Beirut on Thursday night, Press TV reported.
Nasrallah added that the killing of the top Iranian commander
helped the entire Muslim Ummah to know their worst enemy,
the Great Satan – an epithet for the United States of America.
He then lauded Iran over firing a salvo of ballistic missiles
at US military bases in Iraq in relation for the January 3 assassination of Lt. Gen. Soleimani in an airstrike near Baghdad
International Airport.
The Hezbollah chief further noted that the resistance front
has scored impressive achievements following the martyrdom
of the top Iranian commander.
“The influence of Lt. Gen. Soleimani and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis – the second-in-command of Iraqi Popular Mobilization Units (PMU), is now felt more than ever among us,”
Nasrallah said.
He highlighted that his presence on the field gave him a
clear picture of the developments unfolding, stressing that
the axis of resistance could improve its defense capabilities
thanks to the strenuous efforts made by the late Iranian military commander.
“Lt. Gen. Soleimani helped Hezbollah drive Israeli forces
out of southern Lebanon (in the wake of the Israeli military’s
33-day war on the Arab country in the summer of 2006). Iran
helped Lebanon defend itself against the Israeli invasion. Hezbollah has been cooperating with the Quds Force since late
1980s,” Nasrallah pointed out.
The Hezbollah secretary general also praised the late Iranian
military commander’s personality, saying his political weight
was much more significant than his military one.
“Lt. Gen. Soleimani used to attack paramount significance
to Lebanon developments, and would analyze them from regional perspectives. He would not focus on trivial issues. He
believed the campaign against Daesh in Iraq and Syria was of
outstanding importance. His presence on battlegrounds would
greatly boost the morale of resistance fighters,” Nasrallah said.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Nasrallah strongly condemned
U.S. President Donald Trump’s so-called deal of the century
on the decades-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict, saying the U.S.
statesmen defend the Israeli regime despite the fact that it has
usurped Palestinian lands.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran and the axis of resistance
will stand against the deal of the century with full force,” he
commented.
On January 28, Trump unveiled his so-called deal of the
century, negotiated with Israel but without the Palestinians.
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas says the plan proposed
by the U.S. for the Middle East is in breach of UN resolutions
and Palestinian sovereignty.
Palestinian leaders, who severed all ties with Washington
in late 2017 after Trump controversially recognized Jerusalem al-Quds as the capital of the Israeli regime, immediately
rejected the plan, with President Mahmoud Abbas saying it
“belongs to the dustbin of history.”
Palestinian leaders say the deal is a colonial plan to unilaterally control historic Palestine in its entirety and remove
Palestinians from their homeland, adding that it heavily favors
Israel and would deny them a viable independent state.
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Foreign debt falls to
$9.05b: CBI
1
Foreign debt as percentage of Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) is the ratio between the debt a country owes to non-resident
creditors and its nominal GDP.
Iran’s external debt has been falling in recent years following a downward trend. The country’s foreign debt had reached
$9.333 billion at the end of the previous Iranian calendar year
(March 19, 2019).

Brazil’s reluctant FX intervention
may give brief respite
Brazil’s Central Bank took aim at currency speculators on Thursday,
but its first market intervention in almost three months appeared
to be a reluctant one and the effects may be short-lived given a
dimming economic outlook for 2020.
The central bank waded into the currency derivatives market
selling $1 billion worth of FX swaps, as the real’s lurch to another
record low against the dollar gathered pace and threatened to
bring the currency’s year-to-date losses to a whopping 10%.
The sale of contracts expiring in March, October and December
triggered a sharp reversal in the dollar to as low as 4.31 reais
from over 4.38 reais, although at the close of trading it had
settled around 4.34 reais.
It was the central bank’s first new intervention in the FX
swaps market in a year and a half, and will be repeated on Friday.
In November, policymakers sold dollars in the spot market to
address what they called a lack of liquidity.
“It is interesting that they intervened via swaps, which is
normally aimed at taming speculation. The market was testing
the limits and they found one,” said Drausio Giacomelli, head
of emerging market research at Deutsche Bank in New York.
“But the underlying view at the central bank and economy
ministry is that the weak real is okay,” he said, referring to
comments late on Wednesday by central bank chief Roberto
Campos Neto and Economy Minister Paulo Guedes.
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Iran, India negotiating more on PTA
By Mahnaz Abdi
TEHRAN—Iran and India held a new round
of negotiations on signing a preferential trade
agreement (PTA) between the two sides, in
Tehran on Wednesday and Thursday.
Initiated in 2016, the negotiation on this
agreement is said to be in the final stages,
and the two sides hope that the list of the
commodity items entitled to preferential
tariffs will be finalized in the next round of
the talks.
During the previous (fourth) round of the
negotiations, which was also held in Tehran,
the two countries discussed draft text of the
agreement which is to reduce tariff rates by
25%-45%.
And in the fifth round of the talks held
at the place of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO), some clauses of the pact
remaining from the previous talks were reviewed and discussed, said Hossein Bamiri,
the secretary of TPO’s Iran-India Desk.
As reported by TPO, Iranian delegation
participating in this round included Reza
Seyed Aqazadeh, director general of TPO’s
Asia-Pacific Office, Hossein Bamiri, the secretary of TPO’s Iran-India Desk, Mir-Hadi
Seyedi, TPO’s advisor in international affairs,
Zahed Talaban, international expert at TPO,
and representatives from the ministries of
agriculture and health, Veterinary Organi-

zation, National Standard Organization, and
some other organizations.
Signing the preferential trade agreement
lays a competition ground for Iranian companies to enter the Indian market, Bamiri
said, adding, “In this round of the talks we
tried to reduce tariffs for those commodity
items that we have high potential in their
production and export.”
“If tariffs are reduced and other extant
barriers are removed, we can strengthen our
entrance to the Indian market through the

‘Private sector ready for contribution
to petro-refinery projects’
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — Head
d
e
s
k of Tehran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA)’s energy committee
says the country’s capable private sector is
ready for participation in the oil ministry’s
refinery and petro-refinery projects, IRNA
reported on Friday.
According to Reza Padidar, 75 percent of
the 3300 private companies active in the oil
industry’s downstream sector are currently
idle, while this capacity could be used in creating added value in the country’s oil industry.
“Believing in the private sector, trusting
and crediting their potentials and capability
will save the national economy,” Padidar
told IRNA.
He stated that one of the major goals that
the oil ministry is pursuing by signing various
oil contracts with domestic contractors is to
create activity in the country’s productive
sector, adding that “the goal is to keep production units at least semi-active, given the
stoppage in production.”
“Oil is an advantage for the Iranian economy and we must strive to transform the
potentials of the oil sector into a dynamic
economy for development of the country,”
he added.
Increasing the country’s petro-refining

capacity has recently become a hot topic
among Iran’s top research institutions as
a key defense mechanism against the impacts of the U.S. sanctions on the country’s
oil industry.
Back in June 2019, the Research Center
of Iran’s parliament said in a report that petro-refineries are two times more profitable
than refineries and suggested that National
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC)’s new refinery
projects be defined as petro-refineries.
The report dubbed “Petro-refineries,
their role in competing the oil value chain
and the status in Iran’s oil industry” stated
that constructing petro-refineries is one of
the most important ways to alleviate severe
economic impacts of price fluctuations and
achieve a much higher margin of profit.

PTA”, the official emphasized.
Iran’s major exports to India are oil,
fertilizers and chemicals while imports include cereals, tea, coffee, spices and organic
chemicals.
The value of India’s exports to Iran stood
at $2.65 billion in 2018, while imports were
valued at $11.11 billion. The trade imbalance
is mainly because of India’s import of oil
from Iran.
Signing this PTA is of great significance
for India, as the country will be able to diver-

TEDPIX up over 13,000 points
in a week
E C O N O M Y TEHRAN — TEDPIX,
d
e
s
k the main index of
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), went up
13,185 points, or 2.96 percent, to 459,080
in the past Iranian calendar week (ended
on Friday), Tasnim news agency reported.
As reported, 29.020 billion securities
worth 170.657 trillion rials (about $4.063
billion) were traded through 3.147 million
deals at TSE in the past week.
The first market’s index climbed 8,905
points, or 2.77 percent, to 330,953, and the
second market’s index increased 29,854
points, or 3.26 percent, to 915,951, the
same report confirmed.
As previously reported, TSE witnessed
the highest ever weekly rise of its main
index in the Iranian calendar week ended
on January 17, which was the last week
of Iran’s tenth calendar month of Dey.
The index rose 45,638 points, or 12.9
percent, during the mentioned week to
stand at 399.445 points.
Tehran Stock Exchange has been
ranked as the second best performer
among the members of the World
Federation of Exchanges (WFE) in
terms of the main index growth during
the 12-month period of December
2018-December 2019.

According to the TSE’s office of public
relations, TEDPIX registered a growth of
133 percent in the mentioned time span
to become the second-best performer
after Jamaica Stock Exchange.
Based on the WFE latest report, the
TSE was the top performer in the Middle
East and North Africa (MENA) region.
A total of about $66 billion worth of
stocks were traded in TSE during 2019,
registering a growth of more than 300
percent compared to the value of trades
in the previous year.
According to the WFE report, the total
value of trades at TSE reached $320 billion
at the end of 2019, while the total market
value of WFE members amounted to more
than $74 trillion.

EU leaves economic forecast unchanged despite risks
By Jorge Valero

In a TV interview with GloboNews broadcast just before
midnight on Wednesday, Campos Neto said several times that
the exchange rate is a floating exchange rate.
A floating exchange rate
Asked to comment specifically on earlier remarks by Guedes
that showed his comfort with a weaker currency, which might
encourage further selling at the market open on Thursday,
Campos Neto repeated that the real is a floating exchange rate.
The clear implication was that the central bank’s preference
was not to intervene in the market if it could help it, traders
said, despite pressure to do so as the real slumped to record
lows day after day.
But if the November playbook is any guide, the respite may
be short-lived. The real’s rebound of almost 7% in the last five
weeks of 2019 was swiftly erased by the near-10% slump in the
first six weeks of this year.
A sustained rally may also be unlikely if upcoming data
continue to show economic growth losing steam and lead to
more downward revisions to 2020 forecasts.
With economic signals largely pointing in one direction,
markets are showing little of the whipsaw trading that would
justify heavier intervention to smooth sharp swings.
Market volatility remains relatively contained, picking up
in recent weeks but still nowhere near the peaks of August last
year, when the central bank intervened selling dollar reserves
for the first time in over a decade.
Even after that, Brazil’s FX reserves are a sizeable $360
billion, but there are few signs that policymakers want to tap
that stockpile.
“Nobody’s worried about the exchange rate,” Treasury Secretary
Mansueto Almeida told Reuters in an interview on Wednesday,
stressing that FX policy lies solely with the central bank.
(Source: reuters.com)

sify its export basket which is now limited
to agricultural products, Trade Promotion
Council of India (TPCI) Chairman Mohit
Singla has declared.
“With a carefully designed PTA, strategic
products such as leather, textiles and readymade garments, which attract very high duties
in Iran can become naturally competitive
and India will be able to leverage its export
strengths,” The Economic Times reported
quoting Singla.
Preferential trade between the two countries is a priority in India’s future plans for
trade with Iran, according to Indian Ambassador to Tehran Gaddam Dharmendra.
The two countries were supposed to finalize the preferential trade agreement by
the end of 2019, a target that has not come
true in due time.
Addressing an Interactive Session on
Business Opportunities in Iran held in New
Delhi in last August, Iranian Ambassador to
India Ali Chegeni had said, “Very few formalities remaining to be completed on this
front will be accomplished shortly with 5th
round of talks between the authorities of the
two countries here in New Delhi before it
becomes a reality by end of 2019.”
While the agreement has not been reached
at the projected time, the two sides resolve
to finalize it as soon as possible to further
promote bilateral trade.

The European Commission kept unchanged its economic
forecast for moderate eurozone growth for this year and
2021 despite the impact of looming risks, especially the
coronavirus.
In an interim 2020-21 outlook for gross domestic product
(GDP) growth and consumer inflation for the 19 countries
sharing the euro, the Commission said on Thursday (13
February) growth in the eurozone would remain at 1.2%
this year and next, the same as in 2019.
The “outlook for 2020 and 2021 is unchanged … as more
positive developments are counterbalanced by negative
events elsewhere,” the EU’s executive said.
Speaking to reporters on Thursday, the Commissioner
for Economy, Paolo Gentiloni, said that the “European
economy continues to show resilience” and the slow growth
continues driven by the domestic demand.
Still, he warned of the various risks looming on the
horizon, especially the coronavirus, a “key downside risk.”
However, the Commission did not factor in the virus
in its update of the growth forecast, as EURACTIV first
reported on Wednesday.
The European Commission won’t consider the effects of
the coronavirus outbreak in its updated growth forecast,
expected on Thursday (13 February), saying it is “too early”
to estimate the impact of the virus on the region’s output,
EU sources told EURACTIV.
Gentiloni said that it was “too soon to evaluate the im-

pact”, and it will depend on the duration of the outbreak.
The global GDP
He admitted, however, that the coronavirus will have
an effect on the European output, given the size of the
Chinese economy, around 16% of the global GDP. He recalled that the Commission would update its economic
outlook in May.
In regard to inflation, it is likely to accelerate slightly,
the Commission said, because of the likelihood of higher
oil prices and the effect of higher wages passing through
to core prices.
The Commission raised its forecast for consumer price
growth to 1.3% in 2020 and 1.4% in 2021 from 1.2% and
1.3%, respectively, predicted last November.

The European Central Bank wants to keep inflation
below, but close to 2% over the medium term, and has
been buying government bonds on the secondary market
to inject more cash into the banking system and stimulate
lending.
“Still, domestic price pressures are expected to build
up only slowly as firms are likely to continue tolerating
lower profit margins,” the Commission said.
The EU executive said that while the first phase of a
trade deal between the United States and China helped
reduce risks to some extent, the spread of the coronavirus
added more uncertainty to the economic outlook.
The “baseline assumption is that the outbreak peaks in
the first quarter, with relatively limited global spillovers. The
duration of the outbreak, and of the containment measures
enacted, is a key downside risk,” the Commission said.
The “longer it lasts, the higher the likelihood of knockon effects on economic sentiment and global financing
conditions,” it said.
The Commission also said that while trade relations
between the EU and the United Kingdom, which left the
bloc on 31 January, were governed by the transition period
agreement until the end of the year, there was “considerable uncertainty” as to what trade deal, if any, would be
in place from the start of 2021.
Among the other risks, Gentiloni also mentioned the
policy uncertainty in member states and geopolitical risks,
especially in Latin America and the Middle East.
(Source: euractiv.com)

‘Black swan’ coronavirus to slam economy 10 times harder than hurricane
By Jonathan Garber
Corvus Health CEO Dr. Kate Tulenko discusses China’s handling of the coronavirus
and evaluates the government’s truthfulness
on the outbreak.
The accelerating spread of the coronavirus
is taking an unexpected toll on the global
economy, making it a black swan event,
according to Alibaba CEO Daniel Zhang.
The number of new cases surged by more
than 15,000 to at least 59,804 Thursday after Chinese authorities began using a new
reporting method. Additionally, the death
toll climbed by 254 to 1,367.
The “outbreak is having a significant impact on China’s economy and may potentially

affect the global economy,” Zhang said on a
company earnings call, explaining his use of
the term “black swan,” popularized in Nassim Taleb’s book of the same name about
catastrophes so unlikely they are completely
unforeseen.
The “temporary hit from the virus outbreak should be about 10 times as large as
the disruptions from a major U.S. hurricane,”
wrote Zach Pandl, a strategist at Goldman
Sachs. He says the virus’ outbreak, which
has paralyzed economic activity in China,
will reduce annualized global output by 2
percentage points.
The disease has already led to the lockdown
of more than 60 million people in China,
and caused Beijing to extend the Lunar New

Year holiday break for scores of state-owned
enterprises, resulting in at least 40 billion
missed hours of work, according to Pandl.
Among the provinces affected was Hubei,
which is home to Wuhan, the epicenter of
the outbreak, and accounted for 4.6 percent
of the country’s GDP last year, according to
a note from JPMorgan Chase’s China equity
strategy team. The 48,000 cases there account for the vast majority of China’s total.
A number of U.S. companies, including
Apple, Disney, McDonald’s, Starbucks and
Tesla, have temporarily shuttered, or reduced
operations in the country.
Additionally, American, United and Delta
airlines have grounded flights to and from
China through late April, choking off a not

insignificant source of consumer spending
as Chinese tourists account for as much as
0.35 percent of global gross domestic product growth.
In his semiannual testimony before Congress this week, Federal Reserve Chairman
Jerome Powell said the central bank is “closely
monitoring the emergence of the coronavirus,
which could lead to disruptions in China that
spill over to the rest of the world.”
Economists at J.P. Morgan last week cut
their U.S. first-quarter growth estimate by
0.25 percentage point to 1 percent as a result
of weaker exports to China. They see the
U.S. economy snapping back to growth of
1.8 percent in the second quarter.
(Source: foxbusiness.com)
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Renewable power
generation capacity
reaches 900 MW
E N E R G Y TEHRAN — The capacity
d
e
s
k of Iran’s renewable power
plants has reached 900 megawatts (MW),
IRNA quoted Iranian Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanian as saying on Thursday.
“Currently, 900 megawatts of electricity
is generated from renewable power plants in
the country, most of which are solar power
plants,” Ardakanian said in an inauguration
ceremony of a power plant in Mazandaran
province, northern Iran.
“Relying on renewable energy and reducing dependence on fossil fuels for electricity
generation has been one of the government’s
major goals and it is being pursued seriously,”
the official stressed.

Iran’s renewable power generation capacity
reached 840 MW in October 2019.
Speaking in the opening ceremony of
Iran’s 4th Renewable Energy Conference in
mid-October 2019, Homayoun Haeri, the
deputy minister of energy for electricity affairs, announced that the country’s renewable
electricity generation capacity is planned to
rise to 1000 MW by the end of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 19, 2020).
Renewables, including hydropower, account for just seven percent of the country’s
total energy generation, versus natural gas’
90 percent share.
Overall, in the next five years, Iran is aiming for a 5,000 MW increase in renewable

Iran’s January oil output at
2.086m bpd: OPEC

capacity to meet growing domestic demand
and expand its presence in the regional electricity market.
Currently over 100 large-scale renewable
power plants are operating across Iran.
According to Iran’s Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency Organization (known

as SATBA), the number of small scale solar
power plants across the country which are
used by households or small industries is also
increasing noticeably as Iranian households
and small industries are embracing the new
technology with open arms and investors also
seem eager for more contribution in this area.

An oil-free economy: from words to deeds

Years after years, the country’s budget plans have
1
been prepared solely based on oil revenues and other areas
like the private sector, exports, and domestic production
which are the driving force behind many of the world’s leading
economies were neglected and stood weak and immature.
Whenever the oil revenues have increased, the logic and
approach of the governments regarding the allocation of
resources have also completely changed and gotten far from
the basic economic principles.
So, this begs the question that: “Has, even for once, the
mindsets of the country’s decision-makers been independent of the oil revenues?” and the answer, unfortunately, is
clearly “No”!
The past vs. the new horizons
When speaking about the Iranian economy, analysts and
experts generally agree on one central point, and that is the
fact that in the country, oil revenues haven’t been used in
the best possible way.
But where does the problem lay? And what should be
By Tedros
Adhanom
done
now to
reverse Ghebreyesus
this broken cycle and, as the Leader
urges, “cut the cord” of reliance on oil and become an oilfree economy?
As mentioned earlier, since the re-imposition of the U.S.
sanctions and with the Leader personally emphasizing the
need for reducing reliance on oil, the government, in the past
few years, has been following serious programs in this regard.

This time everything seems to be different and the country
seems to be seriously determined to “cut the cord”.
For instance, some good measures have been taken for
supporting the country’s private sector and that would be
the best answer to all the problems emerging from the reliance on oil.
In this regard, new rules and regulations have been provided to pave the way for the strong presence of the private
sector in the country’s economy. The law on improving the
business environment, the formation of a dialogue council,
the law on protection and promotion of domestic production
and etc. are among these regulations.
The country’s industry, mining, and trade ministry has

also been pursuing serious programs in this regard and has
taken many practical steps for supporting the private sector
and domestic production.
Although quite impressive, the mentioned efforts are not
still enough. In the current economic situation and with the oil
revenues at record low, the private sector is obviously facing
some problems in supplying their raw materials, machinery
and spare parts, so in this regard, the government should
put great importance on providing incentives and faculties
for investors to encourage them to join hands with the government in its movement for supporting the private sector.
Final thoughts
Despite a not-very-successful experience in separation
from the oil in the past, Iran seems to be finally determined
to take a serious action in this regard, and as the Leader put
it “The threat of the U.S. sanctions” is finally becoming an
“opportunity” for breaking free of oil and is pushing the
Iranian government to come out of its comfort zone and see
beyond the illusion of an “oil-rich economy”.
Hopefully, this movement which has been a much-needed
step for the country will continue even after the U.S. sanctions are removed and even in the case that Iran would be
able to sell its oil once again.
Supporting and backing the private sector is the one
proven way of establishing a strong economy that would
not be shaken easily by any sanctions.

Oil prices stabilize, set for weekly gain on hopes for supply cut

Oil prices edged higher Friday, on track for their
first weekly gain in six weeks, backed by expectations that major producers will implement
deeper output cuts to offset slowing demand
in China caused by the coronavirus epidemic.
Brent crude futures LCOc1 were up 13 cents
at $56.47 a barrel by 0731 GMT, after gaining
1% the previous session. Brent is 3.7% higher
for the week, the first increase since the week
of Jan. 3.
U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) futures
CLc1 were 14 cents higher at $51.56 a barrel.
The contract rose 0.5% on Thursday and is
now 2.4% higher for the week.
“Oil prices appear to have stabilized this
week on optimism that OPEC+ will once again
do whatever it takes to tighten output and on

hope that the coronavirus peak is nearing,”
said Edward Moya, senior market analyst at
OANDA in New York.
Crude prices have plunged about 20%
from their 2020 peaks on Jan. 8 as oversupply
concerns combined with worries about large
fuel demand declines in China as the country’s
quarantine to fight the coronavirus outbreak
has stymied economic activity.
In response to the demand slump, the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) and its allied producers, a grouping
known as OPEC+, are considering cutting
output by up to 2.3 million barrels per day.
The virus-led global oil demand
“Sentiment remains cautious across
Asia-Pacific region, due to virus uncertain-
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ty,” said Margaret Yang, market analyst at
CMC Markets, adding that the extent of the
virus-led global oil demand destruction remained unclear.
But other analysts caution the demand
impact is only limited to China so far.
The “spread of the coronavirus remains
extremely fluid and while market sentiment is
held at the mercy of each passing coronavirus
headline, our baseline thesis remains that
oil demand destruction remains largely a
China story and has yet to spill over to impact
global demand,” said Helima Croft, head of
commodity strategy at Citadel Magnus.
The market is signaling that some nearterm demand for oil remains. The spread
between the first-month April Brent future

and the May contract has narrowed to a discount of only 1 cent a barrel on Friday from
a discount of 33 cents a week ago.
The narrowing of this contango - a market
situation that occurs when prompt prices are
less than later-dated contracts - suggest that
demand for oil is improving for Brent-related crude.
Still, some concern remains about the
impact the Chinese demand slowdown may
have.
The International Energy Agency (IEA)
on Thursday said that first quarter 2020 oil
demand is set to fall versus a year earlier for
the first time since the financial crisis in 2009
because of the coronavirus outbreak in China.
(Source: reuters.com)

E N E R G Y TEHRAN — Iran produced 2.086 million bard
e
s
k rels per day (bpd) of oil in January, a 9,000-bpd
decrease from 2.095 million bpd in December 2019, according to
OPEC’s latest monthly report published on Wednesday.
Meanwhile, the country’s average heavy oil price was $62.61 in
January, down $1.19 or 1.9 percent from $63.8 in December 2019.
The report also put average Iranian heavy crude price at $56.29
for the past year.
Iranian oil industry has been under pressure from the U.S.
efforts to isolate the country by re-imposing sanctions.
Last week, Iranian Deputy Oil Minister Karim Zobeidi said
the U.S. sanctions have not decreased the country’s oil production capacity.
Earlier on February 6, Deputy Oil Minister for Planning
Houshang Falahatian had put the country’s oil production as
3.7 million barrels per day.
According to Falahatian, 1.7 million bpd of total production
is consumed inside the country.
As reported by Shana, the official said that Iran is capable of
exporting around 2 million barrels of crude oil per day.
The purpose of the unjust sanctions imposed on Iran is to prevent it from exporting its surplus oil output, Falahatian stressed.

OPEC aims to balance oil
markets against all odds
As 2019 came to a close, oil prices were under pressure from the
continued surge of U.S. shale oil. Although OPEC and its partners
had already cut production by more than 1 million barrels per day
(BPD), U.S. oil production had grown by about 2 million BPD
from early 2018 to late 2019.
While some are quick to credit soft demand with the assault on
oil prices, the reality is that oil demand is still growing each year by
over 1 million BPD. The real challenge for OPEC hasn’t been soft
demand — it’s the continued onslaught of shale oil production.
Following a failed price war that started in 2014, OPEC’s strategy
has been to prop up oil prices by cutting production.
The cartel is now in a waiting game with U.S. shale producers,
cutting production to keep prices propped up, while holding out
for the slowdown of U.S. shale production. When that eventually
happens, OPEC will be back in the driver’s seat — assuming it
doesn’t take so long that electric vehicles (EVs) are by then cutting
deeply into oil demand.
In December 2019, OPEC and Russia attempted to respond
to sliding oil prices with new production cuts. Following its December meeting in Vienna, OPEC announced it would increase
its production cuts by another 500,000 barrels per day (BPD).
That brought the total production cuts from OPEC and its
allies to 1.7 million BPD. But then along came coronavirus, which
is a black swan event. At the beginning of 2020, nobody had yet
died from the virus. Now, the death total has surpassed that of the
SARS virus that caused energy prices to slump in 2003.
China is aggressively attempting to contain the virus, and that
is impacting the Chinese economy. (At least one economist is
warning that the virus is going to paralyze China).
As the world’s largest oil consumer, a slowdown in China’s
economy suddenly has a real potential of impacting oil demand
growth. Thus, OPEC now has to contend with U.S. shale oil growth
and a short-term impact on demand.
Additional production cuts
The dual-threat caused a 20 percent slide in oil prices from the
beginning of the year to early February. Last week OPEC members
met with Russia (among others) with the hope of announcing
additional production cuts that might stabilize oil’s free fall. This
time Russia refused.
As fellow Forbes contributor Ellen Wald pointed out, “Russia has
its own reasons for keeping production at current levels — mostly
because its oil companies and government need the revenue.”
OPEC had hoped to announce additional production cuts of
600,000 BPD, but with Russia’s refusal to participate, no action
is anticipated before OPEC’s next meeting in March.
(Source: oilprice.com)

Virus outbreak knocks
four Asia-bound LNG tankers
off course: sources
By Jessica Jaganathan
Four liquefied natural gas (LNG) tankers bound for North Asia have changed
destination or diverted after the coronavirus outbreak hit gas demand in China,
the world’s second-biggest buyer of the
super-chilled fuel, five sources said.
In addition, 15 LNG tankers are also
flagged as “floating storage” globally,
with 11 of them scattered across Asia,
Rebecca Chia, LNG analyst with data
intelligence firm Kpler told Reuters.
The coronavirus outbreak that has
affected about 60,000 people globally
has had a wide impact on demand for all
kinds of energy and added to weakness
in an LNG market already depressed
by mild weather.
China’s top LNG buyer China National Offshore Oil Corp’s (CNOOC)
has invoked force majeure to suspend
contracts with at least three LNG suppliers, following the virus, two sources
told Reuters on Feb. 6.
This drove Asian spot LNG prices
to a record low of below $3 per million
British thermal units (mmBtu) last week
and forced companies to scramble to
find alternative buyers for these cargoes.
Three of the four LNG tankers loaded
from Qatar and one in Oman and were
originally showing ‘Far East’ as their
destination, the sources said, speaking
on condition of anonymity.
Two of them will now arrive at South
Hook terminal in the United Kingdom
instead, while another made a U-turn
in the Arabian Sea and is in the Gulf of
Oman, heading back to the Gulf, Kpler’s
Chia said.

Qatargas’ tanker Mekaines, which
loaded a cargo from Ras Laffan on Feb.
5, bound for Asia, made a U-turn in the
Arabian Sea on Feb. 10 and is headed
back to the Gulf, according to Kpler and
Refinitiv shiptracking data.
The Qatari energy minister said in
a statement on Wednesday that the
country’s energy companies are “actively
engaged” in accommodating requests
to reschedule or re-route Qatari oil and
gas cargoes to China.
Out of the 15 vessels flagged as floating, two are in the Middle East, two
in Western Australia and 11 scattered
across Asia, Kpler’s Chia said.
Kpler classifies tankers as floating
storage if they loaded the cargo more
than five days ago and are travelling at
a low speed over a prolonged period,
among other factors.
Until the coronavirus outbreak, it
was unusual to see LNG vessels floating at sea during this time of the year,
she added.
With gas storages nearly full in Japan and Europe, where LNG tankers
typically find homes, these cargoes are
stranded at sea, traders said.
“Some of these cargoes were bought
by (Chinese companies) who are now
no longer able to receive them and
with storage full everywhere, there is
no choice but to float,” a Singapore-based
trader said.
Storing LNG on tankers is generally
seen as riskier than holding crude oil
on the water, given higher storage costs
and the fact that LNG cargoes degrade
over time through evaporation.
(Source: reuters.com)

Embassy of India
Tehran
Job Vacancy
Embassy of India in Tehran invites applications for the post of
one Caretaker. The essential qualifications for the post are as
following:
Caretaker:
a. University Degree
b. Proficiency in English and Farsi, both, in writing and
speaking
c. Good command of IT Skills
d. Technical Knowledge about utilities and facilities
management
e. Translation Skills from English to Farsi and vice versa
f. Age: 22-35
Experience: Past experience of working with Foreign Missions,
Government / Private Organizations shall be an added
qualification.

Embassy of India
Tehran
Job Vacancy
Embassy of India in Tehran invites applications for the post
of one Messenger. The essential qualifications for the post
are as following:
Multi Tasking Staff:
a. High School Diploma
b. Proficiency in English and Farsi, both, in writing and
speaking
c. Computer literacy
d. Good public relation skills
e. Age: 22-35
Experience: Past experience of working with Foreign
Missions, Government / Private Organizations shall be an
added qualification.

Applications, along with contact details, should be sent to
Embassy of India by post no later than 22.02.2020.

Applications, along with contact details, should be sent to
Embassy of India by post no later than 22.02.2020.

Address: Embassy of India, No. 22, Mir Emad St., Motahari
Ave., Tehran. Postal Code: 1587736613

Address: Embassy of India, No. 22, Mir Emad St., Motahari
Ave., Tehran. Postal Code: 1587736613
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No case of coronavirus infection in Iran

Afghanistan and the endless
misery: U.S. troops and
killing madness

Global scale of epidemic will remain unclear for some time
1
Head of the Affiliation Center for
Disease Control of Iran’s Ministry of Health and
Medical Education Mohammad Mehdi Gouya
was quoted by Iran News that no Iranian student
in Wuhan has been infected with the coronavirus.
Prior to the evacuation of Iranian students, on
Feb. 3, Iran’s Health Minister, Saeed Namaki said
no case of Coronavirus has been reported in iran.
Regarding the suspension of flights between Iran and China, Namaki said, “Chinese
nationals in Iran and Iranian citizens in China
will be able to go back to their countries, as
we can’t ban them from going back to their
countries”. However, earlier Namaki had announced that Iran’s round trip flights to China
are temporarily halted due to the coronavirus.
The health minister has also announced that
visa for Chinese passengers will be issued if
they have a clean bill of health.
Iran’s Civil Aviation Organization (CAO)
has made several flights during the past weeks
to transport Iranians residing in China and
Chinese residing in Iran.
Iran-China trade
China Chamber of Commerce has warned

Iran’s Health Minister, Saeed Namaki, ties issuing visa for Chinese passengers to clean
health card.

Iranian traders and merchants about the outbreak and called on them to monitor the latest
situation of the viral spread before traveling
back and forth to China and Iran.
All passengers arriving by direct flights
from China are being screed at the entrance
checkpoints at Imam Khomeini International
Airport.
Although trade between Iran and China has
fallen by 35 percent due to the U.S. sanctions
but the coronavirus has yet to make an impact
on bilateral trade.
The Wall Street Journal, quoting U.S. and
Iranian officials reported Thursday that the
demand from Beijing, Iran’s last crude customer, has dropped dramatically following
the coronavirus outbreak. The report added
that apart from crude sales, turmoil in China
is also disrupting the supply of spare parts and
cheap goods Tehran needs for its factories
and bazaars.
Challenges for travel and leisure stocks,
slower economic growth and a weaker Chinese
yuan are among the new market implications
investors are dealing today amid the outbreak.

1
After targeting Afghan civilians, U.S. troops have
repeatedly claimed that they were armed opposition of Afghanistan’s
government. Due to the legal impunity for U.S. troops in Afghanistan,
the Afghan judiciary cannot prosecute these crimes.
U.S. dropped record number of bombs on
Afghanistan
This is while warplanes dropped 7,423 bombs and other
munitions in 2019.
The number of war munitions used in Afghanistan in the
last ten years is a record, Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports
citing data by U.S. Air Forces Central Command. This is seven
times the amount of munitions the U.S. dropped on Afghanistan
in 2015.
American planes dropped 947 bombs on Afghanistan in
2015, and 7,362 bombs and other munitions 2018. The number
of bombs used the U.S. in air strikes in 2019 is also 80 percent
higher than those used in 2009. During Barack Obama’s
presidency, when the number of U.S. troops in Afghanistan
increased sharply, the munitions used by U.S. Air Force in
Afghanistan accounted for 4,147 bombs.
The number of U.S.-led coalition forces in Afghanistan in
2010 and 2011 was about 130,000, which 100,000 of them
were U.S. troops. Currently, there are only about 13,000 U.S.
troops in Afghanistan.
During Donald Trump’s presidency, the number of air strikes
in Afghanistan has increased. The U.S. has been negotiating
with the Taliban for about a year now. The talks are aimed at
reaching an agreement on the full withdrawal of foreign troops
from Afghanistan in exchange for the country’s security by
the Taliban.
Civilian casualties in Afghanistan
According to a report released by the UN in October 2019,
at least 579 civilians were killed in the first nine months of the
year in the air strikes by the U.S. Army and Afghan National
Army in Afghanistan.
The UN report stated, “Overall, in the first nine months
of 2019, United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) documented 8,239 civilian casualties (2,563 killed
and 5,676 injured) – similar high levels of harm experienced
by Afghanistan’s civilian population in the corresponding
nine-month periods from 2014 to the present”
According to the report during the first six months of 2019,
UNAMA attributed 1,397 civilian casualties (717 deaths and
680 injured) to Pro-Government Forces, a 31 per cent increase
from the corresponding period in 2018.
Resolute Support Mission or Operation is the name of ongoing
NATO-led mission in Afghanistan that train, advice and assist
Afghan forces. American attacks are often accompanied by
Afghan troops.
According to Mehr News Agency, this situation shows that
as long as U.S. are present in the region, we should expect the
killing of innocent people by American troops.
Some moves have been made in Iraq to expel American
troops, a move that a significant number of Afghan people are
demanding to be carried out in their country.in this regard,
the results of a survey conducted by the Institute of War and
Peace Studies in January, in 2020 showed that nearly half of
all Afghans want U.S. and NATO troops to leave Afghanistan
once a peace deal to end the country’s 18-year war is signed
with the Taliban.
The survey found that 46% of Afghans want U.S. and NATO
troops out of the country once a deal is struck, while 33% would
have them stay. The institute also found that an overwhelming
80% of Afghans surveyed said a political solution was the only
way to bring about an end to fighting. Twenty percent said a
military solution was possible.
It has been 18 years since the presence of U.S. and foreign
troops in Afghanistan, and still war, unrest and violence
overshadow the country.

The Iranian missile strike did far more damage than Trump admits

Hundreds of troops suffered brain trauma. We need to reconsider the costs of military interventions.
By Loren Dejonge Schulman and Paul Scharre
Over 100 American soldiers have been treated for traumatic
brain injuries following Iran’s missile strike on Al Asad
Air Base in western Iraq. The strike came in retaliation for
the assassination of Gen. Qassim Suleimani, the Iranian
Quds Force commander, which has become a rhetorical
staple of President Trump’s re-election campaign.
At the time, most of the American reaction to the strike
— which included about a dozen ballistic missiles, some
carrying upward of 1,100 pounds of high explosives — was
muted gratitude that it was limited, there were no American
casualties, and there would be no spiral of escalation.
But we soon learned that numerous American service
By Tedros
Adhanom
Ghebreyesus
members
were
being treated
for brain trauma. The Pentagon’s
climbing numbers and mixed messages on the seriousness
of the injuries show how far the military has come in
responding to traumatic brain injuries (T.B.I.s) — but
more important, how far it still has to go.
It is also a warning about how Americans weigh the
costs of military interventions, which at best reflects only
the headlines of conflict and rarely considers the longterm effects.
The creep of reports is not surprising for an injury as
insidious as T.B.I. The symptoms of mild T.B.I. can be
subtle, and diagnosis can take weeks or months. The fact
that more than 100 troops have been found to have T.B.I.
from the attack so quickly is a sign that the military’s system
for screening and identifying troops with the trauma is
functioning.
What is still broken is how both the president and defense
leaders characterize the scope and impact of brain trauma or
weigh the need to mitigate its effects. In the field, American
forces understand the importance of immediately examining
personnel exposed to explosions for brain injury and the
urgency of prevention and treatment.
But in Washington, such understanding is far behind,
as we saw in the president’s most likely calculated determination, shortly after the strikes, that the injuries were

“not very serious.”
The Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs have
come a long way in their ability to diagnose the injury and
offer treatment, but they continue to fall short on other
measures needed to combat T.B.I.
In 2017, Congress mandated that the Defense Department establish a program to monitor and record blast
pressure exposure for any servicemembers who may experience a blast in training or combat. A wearable blast
gauge developed by DARPA in 2011 makes it possible to
quantify blast pressure; that information helps to better
understand the relationship between blast pressure and
T.B.I., and identify troops who may be at risk for future
injuries.
If troops in the missile attack had been wearing blast
gauges, we would have quantifiable data on the amount
of blast pressure they’d been exposed to — both for those
who developed T.B.I. and those who did not. This would
help the Defense Department better understand what level
or type of exposure is problematic and inform designs
for improved protective measures — helmets, bunkers
or walls — against future attacks.
As a result of two years of bureaucratic foot-dragging
inside the Defense Department, none of the troops hit
by the Iranian missile attack were wearing the gauges.
The Iranian ballistic missile strikes could have caused
brain trauma through a variety of mechanisms:
The primary mechanism is a wall of blast pressure
from an explosion. Even relatively low levels of blast exposure can result in temporary cognitive deficits.
A secondary mechanism: Wind rushes to fill the vacuum left by the pressure wave. This can hurl shrapnel and
fragments.
A tertiary mechanism: People or things can be thrown
by this wind, leading to impact concussions.
A quaternary mechanism: Fires, toxic gases, burns
or crashes can follow.
The non-primary mechanisms of injury are relatively
easy to understand and protect against through traditional

means such as body armor, helmets and fire-resistant
uniforms.
The primary mechanism of injury — the blast pressure wave itself — is less understood. We don’t know
whether service members at Al Asad were injured by
the blast pressure directly rather than being knocked
over and hitting their heads. If Defense Department
officials had done their jobs, that information could
have been available.
Still, it’s clear that the Defense Department’s mandatory post-incident T.B.I. screening has advanced
remarkably since the inconsistent mechanisms in the
years of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.
The Defense Department needs to change its public
reporting on brain trauma casualties. For too long, its
official casualty statistics have significantly undercounted
the true number of wounded personnel because they often
miss individuals with T.B.I. As a result, the numbers
severely underestimate the costs of today’s wars and
the long-term interventions necessary to address them.
The Defense Department’s official count is 52,000
service members wounded in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Over 413,000 service members have been diagnosed with T.B.I. since 2000. That figure combines
both combat and noncombat causes. Yet the huge spike in
brain trauma numbers in the years during and following
the peak of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars speak to the
volume of combat-related injuries. The true number of
war wounded is most likely in the hundreds of thousands.
These misleading numbers are not a deliberate deception, but the result is the same: The American public
is not being told the truth about the human cost of these
wars in wounded Americans.
In response to public scrutiny, Secretary Esper recently stated: “We are still learning. There’s a lot more
to be learned about these injuries.” It’s time to put that
education into practice and start treating traumatic
brain injury with the seriousness it deserves.
(Source: New York Times)
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Black swans if not dangerous raptors are everywhere

One of Pete Buttigieg’s biggest supporters,
1
for example, is Seth Klarman, a Jewish hedge fund
billionaire who can’t do enough for Apartheid Israel
(like Adelson), while the candidate’s only claim to
fame is a Rhodes Scholarship. Otherwise he is a
power grubbing empty suit who dreams of escaping
South Bend, Indiana, where he has been a lackluster
city mayor for several years and also a “married”
homosexual. An article allegedly from the South Bend
newspaper from August 1998 appeared last weekend
(and then quickly disappeared, as expected) reporting
that a 16-year-old Buttigieg had been arrested for
suspicion of murdering by strangulation five stray
dogs just for kicks.
If this fellow (who was a U.S. soldier in Afghanistan
for several months and doing some dirty work for
the CIA) ever did become President, you can bet he
is going to be murdering a lot more than dogs. You
can’t make this stuff up and American “democracy”
has sunk far, far beneath Iran’s, it would appear.

Anyway, the first real primary in New Hampshire is
ahead this week and it appears from voter polls that
Sanders will win it, but it is possible that outcome
could be corrupted by the Democratic party “leaders”.
The sole litmus test for the Trump Administration
of a claimed healthy U.S. economy has been the “stock
market”, which continues to hover at nosebleed,
record highs. (The so-called economy for the past
decade has done virtually nothing for average citizens,
most of whom don’t own stocks, but quite a lot for
billionaires.) It all looks very similar to the U.S. stock
market in 1929 during which pundits were claiming
the market had reached a “permanently high plateau”.
This was just before the crash that eventually
knocked off 90 percent of the “value” of the market
and led to the worldwide Depression of the 1930s.
Trump is skating on very thin ice because the U.S.
economy and the markets WILL implode. It’s only
a matter of time, and it MAY happen before the
elections in November but Trump is desperate

that it not since if it did he would not win a second
term in the White House. It is quite possible that the
spread of the Chinese Coronavirus worldwide and
resultant economic dislocations may be the “Black
Swan” that destroys the economy and thus the Trump
Administration.
At any rate, if Bernie Sanders is the candidate
opposing Trump in November and if by some
lucky chance he should win the election, Iran could
probably expect the end of sanctions, something like
the resurrection of the JCPOA or similar, the end
of the vast American military presence and wars in
West Asia, the end of excessive U.S. government
kowtowing to the Zionists’ Apartheid regime, and
maybe even the freeing of Julian Assange and others
who have blown the proverbial whistle on American
war crimes and malfeasance. That would certainly
look and feel like nirvana to anyone of sound mind and
heart after so many years of horror and cruelty meted
out by various U.S. administrations in Washington.
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ground. Post-CAA (Citizenship Amendment Act),
feisty Muslim men and women have hit the streets,
Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh included, and for once they
are touching a chord.
Minus a unifying face or a well-defined hierarchy,
the protestors have undoubtedly mastered a unique
messaging. Rather than sounding sectarian and making
it a fight only for one community, they have pitched
their struggle as one for all citizens—swearing by the
Constitution, reading the Preamble and waving the
national flag. Whether they are right, or wrong, in
opposing the Act is besides the point. What matters
more is that they have hit upon a language that’s
transcending religious divides and is connecting
with many.
That’s no mean achievement, and in this issue
of Outlook, we look at the state of India’s Muslims
and whether they have found an effective voice. That
they have been rudderless and at the receiving end
are well-documented, but what has not been explored
enough is the ferment they have experienced and what
has emerged out of it. If the current tumult has in any
way helped communities inch closer, that’s welcome.
(Source: Outlook)
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Indian Muslims: Us, them and a common ground
distrusted us equally.
The us versus them has grown with India growing
older. Evidence of the distance that separated Muslims and Hindus was to be found even during my
time in a West Asian country. Though working and
socializing together, a slightest disagreement made
us VHP in the eyes of our Muslim counterparts. For
some among us, the Muslims were no better than
products of conservative madrasas.
Far from being bridged, the gulf has progressively
deepened, and the rhetoric of our leaders is largely to
be blamed. Mostly myopic and bereft of the stature of
leaders who straddled our polity earlier, none of our public
figures on either side have succeeded in transcending
the communal fault-lines. Some evidently prefer it to
stay that way. Others such as the articulate Asaduddin
Owaisi are simply incapable. Given the trust deficit, they
come across as more sectarian the more they speak.
Fears of being besieged have gained ground on both sides
because of the communication breakdown. Notions like
“Hindu khatre mein hain” have gained currency. Muslims
complain of being relegated to second-class citizens.
But after a long gap, the two sides—or at least
sizeable sections—seem to have found common
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Hindu Indian Army. The three words had stumped me
when they leapt out of an article written by an Indian
Muslim colleague at an earlier place of employment
in the context of Kashmir. But for the sheer audacity
of factual misrepresentation, what was more alarming
was the writer’s obvious mindset. Despite the idea of
India as a secular nation that we cherished and celebrated, the three words underlined the chasm that
festered within India’s two major communities and
spoke volumes about the distrust that have come to
define Hindu-Muslim ties.
Though we loathe acknowledging it publicly, we
have learnt to make peace with the ironies internally.
Our collective hopes for cricketing success squarely
rest on Mohammed Shami’s shoulders every time he
charges in to castle the opponent. We are fanatical
in our loyalty to Bollywood’s three endearing Khans.
We are immensely proud of such icons as our past
president A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. Yet, many dither when
it comes to renting our houses to a Muslim. There
are those who love their biryanis and other culinary
delights, but are largely suspicious of their faith,
culture and nationalist credentials. Many Muslims,
as the former Kashmiri colleague’s article testified,
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Extinct South American
giant turtle had 10-foot-wide
horned shell
The remains of an extinct giant turtle species suggest the reptile
exhibited sexual dimorphism, with males boasting horned shells
and females growing hornless shells.
The turtle fossils were recovered from dig sites in Venezuela
and Colombia. Today, the northern tip of South America is quite
arid and covered in desert sands, but some 5 to 10 million years
ago, during the Miocene epoch, the region was humid and swampy.

Venezuelan palaeontologist Rodolfo S?nchez crouches next to
the fossil shell of a male Stupendemys geographicus specimen.
The giant turtle species lived some 8 million years ago across the
northern tip of South America. (Photo by Jorge Carrillo/UZH)
Many large species called the tropical hotspot home during
the Miocene, including giant rodents and crocodylians. The ancient South American swamps were also home to Stupendemys
geographicus, one of the world”s largest turtles.
Thanks to the recovery and analysis of several exceptionally
preserved Stupendemys geographicus specimens, scientists have
gained new insights into the physiology and anatomy of the giant
turtle.
For the first time, scientists identified horns on the shells of
male Stupendemys geographicus specimens.
“The two shell types indicate that two sexes of Stupendemys
existed -- males with horned shells, and females with hornless
shells,” Marcelo S?nchez, director of the Paleontological Institute and Museum of University of Zurich in Switzerland, said in
a news release.
It”s the first time scientists have found evidence of sexual dimorphism in side-necked turtles, one of the two major turtle groups.
One of the specimens described in the latest study -- published
this week in the journal Science Advances -- boasted a shell nearly
10 feet across.
(Source: UPI)

Philippines to lift Taiwan
travel ban
MANILA/TAIPEI (Reuters) — The Philippines will lift a travel
ban it had imposed on visitors from Taiwan in a bid to control the
spread of the coronavirus, a senior Philippine official and Taiwan’s
official news agency said on Friday.
The move follows a warning by Taipei of possible retaliation
against the ban.
The Philippine official told Reuters the decision had been made
but declined to be named until the agreement was signed. Taiwan’s
Central News Agency cited an unnamed source in the Philippines
as saying the ban would be lifted.
The coronavirus has killed more than 1,380 people, almost
all in China.
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Tehran, Moscow discuss ways
to expand tourism

T O U R I S M TEHRAN – Iran and
d
e
s
k Russia have explored
avenues for deepening ties in the arena of
tourism and facilitating travels between the
two countries.
Tehran’s ambassador to Moscow said
on Thursday that his country is ready to
exchange tour leaders with Russia to make
them familiar with tourism capacities of the
two sides, ISNA reported.
Kazem Jalali made the remakes in a
meeting with Maya Lomidze, president of
the Association of Tour Operators of Russia
(ATOR), where they agreed to develop a plan
to promote cultural tourism, ecotourism, as
well as pilgrimage in Iran and Russia by the
means of social networks, TV programs and
other media outlets.
Lomidze, for her part highlighted great
capacities of both countries in the tourism
sector.
Last November, Lomidze announced that
Russian tourists’ interest in traveling to Iran
has increased.
“Despite all negative media propaganda, which are circulated against Iran, many
Russian travelers are drawn to this country,
and they are pleased for their visits; some
even want to travel to Iran again,” she said.
Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Minister Ali-Asghar Mounesan

Tehran’s ambassador to Moscow Kazem Jalali (2nd L), Maya Lomidze, president of the Association of Tour Operators of Russia (R)
along with colleagues meet in Moscow, February 13, 2020.
said in December that Iran was considering
to allow Russian tourists visa-free entry into
the country to boost tourism, after it granted

same privilege for some other nationals including Chinese and Omani passport holders.
“With striking regional customs, pristine

nature and attractive landscapes, our country
will surely witness a tourism boom in the
coming years,” Mounesan said.

Shiraz workshop to explore legal issues
concerning World Heritage sites

Iran chamber of commerce to host intl.
seminar on incoming tourism

H E R I T A G E TEHRAN — Shiraz
d
e
s
k University will play
host today to an international workshop,
which spotlights various legal issues dealing with UNESCO World Heritage sites
across the globe.
Titled “UNESCO World Heritage Sites:
Legal Aspects”, the event will be held in
close collaboration with Iran’s Research
Institute of Cultural Heritage & Tourism
and Italy’s University of Bologna, ISNA
reported on Thursday.
The overall objective of the event is to
share experiences on the challenges of
heritage management and its relationship
with effective implementation of regulatory frameworks for World Heritage at
the national level.
Renowned international experts on
cultural legislation, representatives of
Iran and Italy to UNESCO, as well as
politicians, technical and administrative personnel working in the field of
culture and heritage are to participate
in the workshop.
Shiraz is the capital of Fars province
that embraces UNESCO sites of Persepolis,
Pasargadae, and Sassanid Archaeological
Landscape of Fars Region. The ancient

T O U R I S M TEHRAN – Iran
d
e
s
k Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) will host an international seminar on
incoming tourism in Tehran on February 25.
“We have invited representatives of 34
chambers of commerce form across the
globe including China, Russia, Turkey,
Belgium, Oman, Qatar, India and Kuwait
to attend the event,” Akbar Abdolmaleki, ICCIMA director for tourism, said on
Wednesday, ISNA reported.
Abdolmaleki made the remarks during
his visit to the 13th Tehran International
Tourism Exhibition, saying, “This year,
Iran’s tourism fair is [far more] remarkable, showing that tourism in Iran is alive
and breathing.”
The event will be the chamber’s 1st professional seminar on incoming tourism,
according to organizers.
Iran was ranked the third fastest-growing tourism destination in the globe in 2019,
with 27.9 percent growth year on year,
according to the latest statistics released
by the United Nations World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO).
Some eight million foreign nationals
have visited Iran since the beginning of the

A poster for the workshop “UNESCO
World Heritage Sites: Legal Aspects”
city is also home to dozens of magnificent buildings, historical sites and scenic
landscapes. It was literally the capital
of Persia during the Zand dynasty from
1751 to 1794.

A poster for ICCIMA’s international
seminar on incoming tourism
current Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2019) despite [U.S.] sanctions and a sharp
decline in flights by some foreign airlines,
tourism minister Ali-Asghar Mounesan
announced earlier this month.

Qaleh Gardan: A crumbling Iron Age fort in northern Iran

Vienna, situated on the Danube River in the eastern part of
Austria, developed from early Celtic and Roman settlements
into a medieval and Baroque city, eventually becoming the
capital of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
It played an essential role as the leading European music
center, hosting major personalities in the development of
music from the 16th to the 20th centuries, particularly Viennese Classicism and Romanticism, consolidating Vienna’s
reputation as the ‘musical capital’ of Europe.
Vienna is also rich in architectural ensembles, particularly
Baroque mansions and gardens as well as the late 19th-century
Ringstrasse ensemble lined with grand buildings, monuments,
and parks.
T O U R I S M TEHRAN – Nearly all over the Iranian
d
e
s
k Plateau you can find traces of antiquity
though the main areas of Iron Age development are
situated in today’s southern and southwestern provinces
of Khuzestan, Lorestan, Fars, and Kordestan.
The ruins of Qaleh Gardan (Gardan Castle), which

reportedly dates from a time between 2800 to 3200
years ago, is amongst Iran’s Iron Age monuments.
Qaleh Gardan is named after a village of the same name
in Rahimabad district of the northern Gilan province.
Covering some 90 square meters in area, the fortress
is made of stone, mortar and timber, IRNA reported.
Prof. Ezzatollah Negahban (1926 – 2009), who
was an Iranian archaeologist known as the father of
Iranian modern archaeology, believed that caves and
rock shelters were particularly attractive living places
for the hunter gatherers of the early Paleolithic period
and the geographic situation of the Iranian Plateau with
its bordering mountain systems including the Zagros
range on the west and the Alborz range on the north
has meant that there were many cave sites which would
have been suitable for early cave dwelling man.
Iron Age is in fact final technological and cultural
stage in the Stone–Bronze–Iron Age sequence. The
date of the full Iron Age, in which this metal, for the
most part, replaced bronze in implements and weapons,
varied geographically, beginning in the Middle East
and southeastern Europe about 1200 BC but in China

IRNA / Mojtaba Mohammadi)
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not until about 600 BC, according to the Encyclopedia
Britannica.
Although in the Middle East iron had limited use as
a scarce and precious metal as early as 3000 BC, there
is no indication that people at that time recognized its
superior qualities over those of bronze.

Coronavirus: China condemns Australian decision to extend travel ban for a week
The property consists of the city’s medieval core (based
on the Roman settlement), the principal Baroque ensembles
with their axial layouts, and the Grunderzeit constructions
from the beginning of the modern period.
At the beginning of the 12th century the settlement here
expanded beyond the Roman defenses, which were demolished.
During the Ottoman conflicts in the 16th and 17th centuries,
the medieval town’s walls, which surrounded a much larger
area, were rebuilt and provided with bastions.
This remained the core of Vienna until the medieval walls
were demolished in the second half of the 19th century. The
inner city contains a number of medieval-era buildings, including the Schottenkloster, the oldest monastery in Austria,
the churches of Maria am Gestade (one of the main Gothic
structures), Michaelerkirche, Minoritenkirche and Minoritenkloster from the 13th century, and St Stephen’s Cathedral,
which dates from the 14th and 15th centuries.
(Source: UNESCO)

The Australian government has extended its
travel ban on people who have travelled through
China by another week, Scott Morrison has
announced.
The ban, initially set for 14 days and due to
expire on Saturday, was extended on Thursday
on the advice of Australia’s health authorities and the national security committee. The
ban would be reviewed every week, the prime
minister said.
Australian citizens, permanent residents
and their immediate family are exempt from
the ban, designed to limit the spread of the new
coronavirus, now named Covid-19.
In its original statement on 1 February, the
government said foreign nationals in mainland
China “will not be allowed to enter Australia for
14 days from the time they have left or transited
through mainland China”.
The ban does not apply to people who left
China before 1 February, or to travellers from
Hong Kong and Macau.

Overnight, the number of new cases of Covid-19 rose by 14,887 in the Hubei province where
it first emerged – a sevenfold increase on the
day before. China recorded 245 new deaths,
taking the national total to 1,359.
Globally, more than 60,000 people have
been infected by the virus, and 1,369 have died.
There have been 15 cases of Covid-19 in
Australia, with no deaths, and five people have
recovered from the virus.
There have been no recorded human-to-human transmissions of Covid-19 in the general
community in Australia. All cases in Australia
contracted the disease while in Wuhan, except
for one person who had contact, in China, with
a person with the virus.
On Thursday Morrison said arrangements
to protect Australia from coronavirus “are
working”.
“This afternoon we have agreed to accept
the recommendations to maintain the ban on
entry restrictions on foreign nationals from

mainland China for a further week. This is
something we will continue to review on a
weekly basis, and consider all the medical
evidence on a weekly basis.”
He encouraged Australians to support members of the Chinese Australian community,
who have been subject to a range of racist
responses to the outbreak.
“As we go into the weekend I encourage
everyone to support Chinese-Australian
businesses ... they are such an integral part
of Australian life and it is important that all
Australians are putting their arms around
them and supporting them, in any way they
can.”
He also extended his thoughts to China,
saying “we will bounce back together”.
The prime minister said he was “very
mindful of the economic impacts” of the
extended ban, but was not currently looking at providing financial assistance to the
tourism and education sectors.

International students contributed $34bn
to the Australian economy last year, and the
ban is expected to result in $8bn of losses.
A range of universities have delayed the
start of semester, or allowed international
students to enrol later. Earlier on Thursday
it was revealed that China had agreed to relax
some of its internet restrictions so students
could study online as they waited to enter
the country.
“It is still some four to six weeks before
we reach a period of time when it will start
impacting on the [academic] year,” Morrison
said on Thursday. “They have put in measures
like online learning which can address that
for now.”
Queensland state Labor MP Kate Jones
said she “could not believe” Morrison had
not yet offered financial assistance, and that
the state’s tourism council had written to him
“crying out for funding”.
(Source: The Guardian)
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43 Iranian universities
in ISC 2019 rankings

S O C I E T Y TEHRAN — Forty-three Iranian univerd
e
s
k sities were placed in the Islamic World
University Rankings 2019 announced by the Islamic World
Science Citation Center (ISC), ISNA reported on Monday.
ISC is the third internationally accredited citation
center established in the Islamic Republic of Iran
based on a resolution adopted in 2008 by the 4th
Meeting of the Islamic Ministers of Higher Education
(ICMHESR) in Baku, the capital of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, to index, evaluate and publish scientific
productions in Islamic countries.
The results show that the two universities of «Tehran
Medical Sciences» and «Tehran» are among the top 10 in
the list, Mohammad Javad Dehghani, head of the ISC said.
Sharif University of Technology, Shahid Beheshti
University of Medical Sciences, Isfahan University of
Technology, Tarbiat Modarres, Amir Kabir University
of Technology, Shiraz, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
and Shahid Beheshti University are among the top universities in this ranking, he stated.
He added that the highest number of universities in
the list belong to Turkey, Iran and Malaysia, which are
ranked 1, 2 and 3, respectively.
This ranking system facilitates the comparison of universities and research centers academic performance
on local and global scales in accordance with variously
specialized indices to pursue their own macro policies
considering domestic and regional rivals, he explained.
He pointed out that universities are evaluated that
registered at least 800 citations in the Web of Science
(Wob) database in 2015-2017, adding, the information is
compiled from USPTO, WoS, Incite international databases.
In order to rank Islamic World Universities, the most
important criteria are research (60 percent), innovation
(15 percent), education (10 percent), and international

activities (15 percent), he also explained.
Among 57 Islamic countries, a total of 248 universities
from 24 countries are included in the ranking system,
he said, noting, Saudi Arabia with 4 universities, Turkey
and Iran both with 2, Malaysia and Egypt each with 1 are
ranked among the top 10 universities of the list.
Referring to other Islamic countries in terms of the
number of universities in the ranking, he stated that Egypt

(18 universities), Pakistan (15 universities), Indonesia (13
universities), Saudi Arabia (12 universities), Tunisia (8
universities), Nigeria and Algeria (7 universities each),
Morocco (5 universities), UAE (4 university), Jordan (3
universities), Lebanon, Qatar, Kazakhstan and Bangladesh (2 universities each), Uganda, Oman, Kuwait,
Cameroon, Iraq, Senegal and Sudan (1 university each)
were in the list.

South Pole could ‘disintegrate’ if Antarctica’s record-breaking warmth keeps up: experts
It’s generating concern, with experts here and abroad
now warning if trends continue, the South Pole will
eventually “disintegrate”.
The icy continent is warming at an alarming rate and
today, there were reports of a massive iceberg, nearly twice
the size of Lake Wanaka broken off a glacier.
It comes just days after scientists registered Antarctica’s
hottest ever temperature, 20.75C, at Seymour Island.
One Kiwi expert who has been monitoring ice shelves
for decades says it was only a matter of time.
“It’s extremely high temperatures,” Canterbury University
glaciologist Wolfgang Rack told 1 NEWS.
“It’s not completely surprising because we’ve observed
now for several decades a very strong increase in temperatures, especially in the Antarctic Peninsula.”
One Chilean base in Antarctica, normally surrounded
by ice, is now surrounded by open water.
“These maximum temperatures [in Antarctica] used to
occur once every 1000 years, then every hundred years, and
now we’re seeing them, I think, in the order of decades,”
scientist and glacier specialist Ricardo Jana says.

“I think that’s a consequence of the global climate change.”
Experts say as a result, we could see sea levels rise even
quicker.
“So there two things here, melting from below because of
warming water, and we’re observing more and more melting
from surface from rising air temperatures,” Mr Rack says.

Not to mention the impact on wildlife.
In parts of Antarctica, some colonies of the chinstrap
penguin have declined by more than 70 per cent.
“It’s not simply that they might go extinct,” conservation
biologist Steve Forrest says.
“It’s that wherever we end up on this downward spiral,
we might be in a place that’s just a lot less biodiverse, a lot
less interesting, a lot less flourishing and abundant.”
It’s already sparked protests and renewed calls for urgent
united intervention.
“There’s more and more scientific evidence that tells us
that we need to preserve at least 30 per cent of the world’s
oceans by 2030,” Greenpeace’s Frida Bengtsson says.
“And one might say that there is a lot to do. We have reached
roughly around four per cent, which is really, really low.
“But looking at that, if you turn it around, it still means
that we can actively use 70 per cent of the world’s oceans.
“So it shouldn’t be that big of a call really to protect unique
places like we have here around us in Antarctica.”
It’s a global problem leaving its mark on one of the world’s
most precious places.
(Source: tvnz.co.nz)

Australia wildfires ‘contained’ in New South Wales for first time
After months of battling wildfires that
scorched thousands of homes and created
mass evacuations in eastern Australia, officials
announced Thursday that all the blazes in
the New South Wales state are considered
contained after recent rains.
New South Wales Rural Fire Service’s
deputy commissioner Rob Rogers said in a
video posted Twitter that while there is still
some fire activity in the southern part of the
state, emergency workers can now focus on
“helping people rebuild.”
“After what’s been a truly devastating

fire season for both firefighters and residents, who’ve suffered so much this season,
all fires are now contained in New South

Wales,” Rogers said.
Rogers said all fires are contained, meaning
that a perimeter has been established around
the blazes to prevent additional spread.
The fire service said while “substantial rain”
has recently fallen in some areas, firefighters
continue to work on 24 bush and grass fires.
“The main focus now for crews is to
locate and extinguish any remaining hotspots,” RFS said.
In all, Australia’s wildfires killed at
least 33 people and destroyed more than
3,000 homes. The fires began causing

widespread destruction toward the end
of 2019, which was both the hottest and
driest year in Australia’s recorded history,
according to the Bureau of Meteorology.
During the deluge over recent days,
coastal areas have experienced some of
the heaviest rainfalls, which has caused
flash flooding in some places.
Sydney, the central coast and the Blue
Mountains received up to 16 inches since
last Friday, representing some of the heaviest
falls in decades.
(source: Fox News)
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Special plan prepared to attract
overseas Iranian researchers
The Vice Presidency for Science and Technology has prepared a
special plan to attract scientists and researchers living abroad,
IRNA news agency reported on Saturday.
The project aims to promote “supporting technological activities
and startups”, “postdoctoral facilities”, “supporting employment
in innovation centers and accelerators as a trainer and consultant”,
“providing facilities for opportunity studies”, “providing housing
facilities”, “supporting employment in reputable domestic companies”,
“support for lectures and specialized workshops” and “support for
cooperation as invited and appointed professors”.
It is estimated that about one percent of all Iranian students are
studying abroad, which is not above the international average
of around 3 percent.
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طرح ویژه برای جذب پژوهشگران ایرانی مقیم خارج
جــذب محققــان و پژوهشــگران خــارج از کشــور یکــی از اولویتهــای کشــور محســوب
میشــود و در ایــن راســتا معاونــت علمــی و فنــاوری ریاســت جمهــوری طرحــی ویــژه
.پیشــنهاد کــرده اســت
 ایــن طــرح شــامل، معاونــت علمــی و فنــاوری ریاســت جمهــوری،بــه گــزارش ایرنــا
 «تســهیالت پســا،»«حمایــت از فعالیتهــای فناورانــه و ایجــاد شــرکتهای نوپــا
 «حمایــت از اشــتغال در مراکــز نــوآوری و شــتابدهندهها بــه عنــوان مربــی،»دکتــری
 «حمایــت از،» «تســهیالت مســکن،» « تســهیالت دوره فرصــت مطالعاتــی،»و مشــاور
 «حمایــت از برگــزاری ســخنرانی و کارگاههــای،»اشــتغال در شــرکتهای معتبــر داخلــی
.تخصصــی» و «حمایــت از همــکاری بــه عنــوان اســاتید مدعــو و معین»اســت
بــر اســاس برآوردهــا نزدیــک یــک درصــد از کل مجمــوع دانشــجویان ایرانــی در خــارج از
۳  ایــن رقــم در مقایســه بــا میانگیــن بینالمللــی کــه حــدود.کشــور تحصیــل میکننــد
. رقــم باالیــی محســوب نمیشــود،درصــد اســت

PHRASAL VERB

IDIOM

“agro-, agri-, agr-”

Hand something down

Broad strokes

Meaning: soil or field
For example: The workshop presents information
on sustainable agricultural systems.

Meaning: to give or leave something to people who
will live after you
For example: The ring was handed down to her
from her grandmother.

Explanation: if something is described or defined
with/in broad strokes, it is outlined in a very general
way, without any details
For example: “In a few broad strokes he summed
up the situation.”
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Coronavirus: Illegal wildlife
traders cash in on virus by
selling ‘cures’ of horn from
endangered rhinos
Illegal wildlife traders are cashing in on fears over the coronavirus outbreak by selling fake cures containing rhino horn and
other endangered species parts, an investigation has found.
Sellers in China and Laos are advertising a Chinese medicine product called angong niuhuang wan on WeChat, a messaging
and social media app, according to the UK-based Environmental
Investigation Agency (EIA).
The “cure” on offer – images of which were posted with adverts
– appears to have been produced in North Korea and, unlike the
Chinese version, states that the ingredients include rhino horn
and musk, the EIA says.
Rhinos are critically endangered after steady declines in the
global population since the start of the 20th century. Hundreds
are killed each year, nearly all poached for their horn for Asian
markets. Buyers wrongly believe it has medicinal value, although
it is made of the same material as human nails and hair.
Last month Chinese health chiefs issued a list of recommended
treatments for coronavirus that included the medicine. Rhino
horn has been replaced by buffalo horn in the formulation for
angong niuhuang wan in the country’s official drugs compendium
since at least 1990.
Sold as “medicine balls”, it consists of mineral, herbal and
animal ingredients that are claimed to reduce fever.
One China-based seller has a long history of using WeChat to
sell parts from tigers, elephants, rhino, helmeted hornbill birds
and other wildlife, the investigators claim.
Another is said to be a Chinese company with multiple stores
in the Laos capital, Vientiane, that sell tiger, elephant, bear, rhino
and other animal parts. Some items are sold openly and others
under the counter. The company’s WeChat account is full of
illegal wildlife products for sale, according to EIA.
After the coronavirus started to spread, the Chinese government shut down the Wuhan market selling live animals where
it was thought to have originated from animals kept in cages.
However, other markets in the country have continued
to sell animals for food, from bats and snakes to dogs, cats
pheasants and turtles.
China temporarily banned the trade in wildlife as part of an
effort to control the spread of coronavirus, but conservationists
called for the ban to be made permanent.
The discovery came as African wildlife activists called for an
end to the trade in lion bones for Asian medicine, saying it could
also be spreading disease. More than 1,000 lions are killed each
year in South Africa for the trade.
The EIA investigators said their findings highlighted “the urgent
need for effective enforcement against illegal wildlife trade and
for the resources to reduce demand for wildlife threatened by
trade in traditional medicine, backed up by legal prohibitions”.
EIA has previously reported the sellers it identified to national
authorities and intergovernmental bodies, in 2015 and 2018.
“That they continue to offer illegal wildlife products with
apparent impunity illustrates the need for more committed efforts to tackle illegal wildlife trade and further supports,” the
organisation said.
North Korea is not a signatory to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), under which
international commercial trade in rhino products is banned.
But China and Laos have signed, so imports and exports of any
rhino horn product are illegal.
Chinese consumers use high numbers of parts and products
of rhinos, big cats, pangolins, leopards and other species in traditional medicines, previous investigations have shown.
In 2018, the Chinese government lifted a 25-year ban on the
use of domestically farmed tiger bone and rhino horn in traditional
medicine, and the following year the World Health Organisation
was accused of setting back conservation by endorsing hundreds
of traditional Chinese remedies in its international guidelines.
The country’s leaders said they were delaying the ban following
a worldwide backlash, and EIA says it status is now unclear.
(Source: The Independent)

WORDS IN THE NEWS
Divisions in North Atlantic
Treaty Organization over Iraq
(February 10, 2003)
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) ambassadors are
meeting in Brussels to discuss divisions within the alliance about
military planning for a possible war against Iraq. Both France
and Belgium have blocked a proposal to start planning for the
defence of Turkey, a fellow alliance member which shares a long
border with Iraq. This report from Chris Morris:
Another casualty of the Iraqi crisis: NATO’s political credibility is
now on the line. The United States asked the alliance last month
for various kinds of support in the event of a war against Iraq. But
NATO can’t agree on what to do. A proposal put forward by
alliance officials includes the deployment of Patriot antimissile batteries and AWACS surveillance planes to help
defend Turkey from any possible military response from Iraq.
But both France and Belgium have objected. Even beginning
military planning, they argue, would imply that diplomatic
efforts to disarm Iraq have already failed. Germany agrees with
that position and NATO is split down the middle. The United
States has called it inexcusable. Once again, deep divisions
have been exposed between the US and some of its European
allies and within Europe itself.

Words

casualty: here, something which has suffered badly as the result
of an event or situation
credibility: The quality of being able to be believed, trusted
or taken seriously
on the line: in danger of being harmed or lost
put forward: suggested
deployment: the organization and preparation of things (in
this case missiles), so that they are ready for immediate action
batteries: a large number of things (in this case, again, missiles)
argue: If you argue a point, you say something and provide
reasons why you think it is true
imply: make it seem
split: divided so that members of one part of the organization
strongly disagree with the other part
inexcusable: too bad to be tolerated or justified
(Source: BBC)
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Iraqis, Pakistanis rally
to remember General
Soleimani, comrades
Tens of thousands of people in Iraq and Pakistan have held
ceremonies to mark the 40th day after the martyrdom of top
Iranian General Qassem Soleimani and his Iraqi trenchmate,
Hashd al-Shaabi commander Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis.
Iraqi people from various governorates flocked to the holy
city of Najaf on Friday to pay tribute to al-Muhandis and General
Soleimani on the 40th day (called Arba’een) after their martyrdom in a US attack near the Baghdad International Airport.
The Iraqis, coming from Baghdad, Dhi Qar, Basra, Maysan,
Karbala, Wasit, Diyala, Nineveh, Saladin, and al-Qadisiyyah
governorates, headed to Wadi-us-Salaam cemetery close to
the holy shrine of Imam Ali (AS) in Najaf in order to visit the
tomb of Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis.
The huge crowds of people chanted “Death to America”
and “Death to Israel”, carrying the flags of Iraq and anti-terror resistance groups as well as photos of al-Muhandis and
General Soleimani.
Several Iraqi TV channels covered the ceremony live from
Najaf.
Dozens of such ceremonies have been held in various Iraqi
cities since the January 3 US assassination of the Iranian and
Iraqi commanders and their comrades.
Also on Friday, a huge number of Pakistanis came all the
way from the city of Karachi to the Iranian city of Kerman,
where General Soleimani is laid to rest.
The Pakistani mourners believe what General Soleimani
has done is unprecedented in the history of mankind, and
they feel duty-bound to follow his path.
Earlier on Thursday, thousands of Iranians gathered at
Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Grand Prayer Grounds (Mosalla)
to mark 40 days since the martyrdom of Gen. Soleimani and
his companions.
(Source: Press TV)

U.S. announces week-long
partial truce with Taliban
The United States has secured a seven-day reduction in violence
in talks to help seek a negotiated settlement in Afghanistan, Pentagon chief Mark Esper said.
The announcement came as NATO defense ministers
met in Brussels and a day after Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani reported “notable progress” in negotiations with the
Islamist insurgents.
“The United States and the Taliban have negotiated a proposal for a seven-day reduction in violence,” Esper told reporters,
dubbing his meetings with NATO colleagues “productive.”
“We’ve said all along that the best, if not the only, solution in
Afghanistan is a political agreement. Progress has been made
on that front and we’ll have more to report on that soon, I hope.”
Esper did not say when the partial truce would begin, but
on Wednesday a Taliban official told AFP that the group would
begin Friday a “reduction of violence”.
“It is our view that seven days for now is sufficient but in all
things our approach to this process will be conditions based, I
will say it again, conditions based,” Esper said.
“So it will be a continual evaluative process as we move forward, if we go forward.”
Washington and the insurgents have been locked in grueling
talks that have stretched over more than a year, seeking an end
to what has already become America’s longest war.
Citing Afghan and U.S. officials, the New York Times has
reported that President Donald Trump had given conditional
approval to a deal with the Taliban to allow him to start withdrawing U.S. troops.
(Source: AP)

Macron’s candidate for Paris
mayor quits after sex scandal
French President Emmanuel Macron suffered a setback on Friday
when one of his closest lieutenants, Benjamin Griveaux, pulled
out of the race to become mayor of Paris after it was alleged he
sent sexual images to a woman who is not his wife.
“I have decided to withdraw my candidacy from the municipal
election,” said Griveaux.
“For more than a year my family and I were subjected to defamatory, false statements, anonymous attacks, the disclosure
of private and stolen conversations and death threats,” he said.
He said a new level had been reached on Thursday with
“websites and social networks carrying ignoble attacks about
my private life.”
A Russian dissident artist, Pyotr Pavlensky, published screenshots of an online chat which he said was between Griveaux and
a woman who is not his wife.
The chat included a video showing a man’s genitals. Griveaux
has not disputed that he sent the messages.
Griveaux, 42, is one of the “Macron boys” - the clique
that helped propel the former investment banker to the
Elysee Palace.
He started in politics as an adviser to Dominique StraussKahn, the former head of the International Monetary Fund who
in 2011 was charged with sexual assault on a maid in a New York
hotel. Prosecutors dropped the charges, and Strauss-Kahn said
the sex was consensual.
(Source: AFP)

Leaders of Ukraine, Russia
discuss release of prisoners
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and Russian President
Vladimir Putin spoke by phone about the release of Ukrainian
citizens detained in Russia, eastern Ukraine and Crimea, Zelenskiy’s office said in a statement on Friday.
They also discussed preparations for the next meeting of the
leaders of Ukraine, Russia, Germany and France in the so-called
‘Normandy’ format.
Relations between Ukraine and Russia collapsed after Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and support for separatist
fighters in the Donbass region in a war that has killed more
than 13,000 people.
(Source: Reuters)
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U.S., China, Russia making world more
dangerous: German president

Germany’s president took an indirect
swipe at U.S. President Donald Trump
on Friday in accusing Washington, China
and Russia of stoking global mistrust
and insecurity with a “great powers”
competition” that could threaten a new
nuclear arms race.
In opening remarks at the annual
Munich Security Conference, German
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier deplored the three big powers’ approach
to global affairs and, without naming
Trump, took issue with his vow to “make
America great again”.
“‘Great again’ - even at the expense of
neighbors and partners,” quipped Steinmeier, a former Social Democrat foreign
minister whose comments on foreign policy
carry authority.
As foreign minister in 2014, he was central to the so-called “Munich consensus”
when German leaders said Berlin was ready
to assume more responsibility in global
affairs. Steinmeier pressed that point again
on Friday, but not before bemoaning the
foreign policy approaches of Russia, China

and the United States.
“Russia...has made military force and

the violent shifting of borders on the European continent the means of politics once

again,” he said in the text of a speech for
delivery at the opening of the conference.
“China...accepts international law only
selectively where it does not run counter
to its own interests,” Steinmeier said.
“And our closest ally, the United States of
America, under the present administration
itself, rejects the idea of an international
community.”
The upshot is “more mistrust, more
armament, less security...all the way to a
new nuclear arms race,” he said.
In response, he said, Germany should
raise defense spending to contribute more
to European security and to maintain its
alliance with the United States, recognizing
that U.S. interests were gravitating away
from Europe toward Asia.
He also called for a European policy
toward Russia “that is not limited to condemning statements and sanctions alone”.
Europe, he added, “must find its own
balance with China between intensifying
competition between systems and the need
for cooperation.”
(Source: Reuters)

Joe Biden seeks reboot after fresh stumble in New Hampshire
Joe Biden’s campaign held a victory party in a New Hampshire hotel ballroom Tuesday evening. But there was no
victory. And there was no Joe Biden.
Before the polls had even closed, the Democratic presidential hopeful had left New Hampshire, where he ultimately
posted a fifth-place finish. The dismal performance came
just eight days after the Iowa caucuses, where Biden finished
fourth. The back-to-back stumbles have created a difficult
situation for Biden, who must perform well in upcoming
contests in Nevada and South Carolina this month to show
voters and donors that his candidacy remains viable.
David Hopkins, an expert in presidential campaigns at
Boston College, said no candidate has ever gone on to win
the Democratic nomination who finished lower than third
place in Iowa and New Hampshire.
“Does Biden have the resources to sustain a comeback?,”
said Hopkins. “It’s hard to tell in this trajectory whether
you are going to bounce back or just keep going downhill.”
Vermont U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders won New Hampshire, followed by South Bend, Indiana Mayor Pete Buttigieg,
Minnesota U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar and Massachusetts

U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren.
Biden, the affable former vice president, has tried to
downplay his early struggles. Iowa and New Hampshire
are small states with few delegates whose populations are
overwhelmingly white and unrepresentative of the country
overall, his campaign has argued.
The candidate is looking to Nevada and South Carolina,
the next two states on the nominating calendar, to revive
his fortunes. Nevada boasts large numbers of unionized
workers and Latino voters. South Carolina has a heavy concentration of African-American voters, who have shown a
strong affinity for Biden, the former running mate of Barack
Obama, America’s first black president.
While Sanders, Buttigieg and a suddenly surging Klobuchar celebrated their strong showings in New Hampshire
Tuesday night, Biden headed to a rally in South Carolina.
“Up ‘til now we haven’t heard from the most committed
constituency in the Democratic Party, the African-American
constituency,” Biden said in Columbia, the capital.
While Buttigieg and Klobuchar have emerged as formidable rivals to Biden in attracting moderate Democrat-

EU officials push for bloc to enforce
Libya arms embargo
European Union officials are seeking support from member states to have naval
ships enforce the UN arms embargo against
Libya, according to a confidential memo
obtained Friday by The Associated Press.
The proposal from the EU’s diplomatic service, dated Feb. 12, suggests
the bloc’s largely dormant anti-migrant
smuggling mission Operation Sophia
should be renamed “Operation EU Active Surveillance.”
The memo, circulated ahead of a meeting
Monday of EU foreign ministers on Libya,
urges member states to agree on whether
gathering information on, and upholding, the UN embargo should become the
naval mission’s “core task.” Monitoring
people smuggling would be relegated to a
“supporting task” carried out from the air.
World powers agreed at a conference
in Berlin last month to respect the arms
embargo against Libya, but in practice
weapons have continued to flow to the
two warring factions.
The European External Action Service,
the bloc’s diplomatic arm, warned in the
memo that “we run the risk that, short
of concrete action, the EU will become
irrelevant and others will continue to
determine the development of events

in Libya in ways that will not respond
to our interests.”
“In fact, blatant violations of the arms
embargo continue and have even increased
in the last weeks,” it added.
“In order to protect its interests, the
EU has to act in a credible manner that
produces changes on the ground and conveys a clear message of determination,”
EU diplomats suggested.
The proposal goes beyond the agreement
by EU countries last month to refocus the
mission on the arms embargo by stressing
the need to “deploy naval assets in the
relevant zone of its Area of Operations.”
The EU naval mission Operation Sophia was launched in 2015 amid a wave
of irregular migration from North Africa
to Europe. It was named after a baby
girl born to a rescued Somali woman
aboard a German frigate.
But tension over how to distribute
migrants picked up in the Mediterranean among EU member states, and
claims that the naval presence might
encourage smugglers, led Italy to block
the deployment of further ships last year.
It currently functions almost exclusively
using aircraft and pilotless drones.
(Source: AP)

ic voters, they so far have attracted little support among
Latinos or African Americans, whose votes will be critical
to defeat incumbent Republican President Donald Trump
in November. Sanders has attracted Latino support, but
has yet to gain traction with black voters.
Biden has touted himself as the only candidate in the
race capable of harnessing the Democrats’ diverse coalition.
But that claim is being challenged by Mike Bloomberg,
the billionaire former mayor of New York, who is skipping the four early contests to compete starting Super
Tuesday on March 3.
A national poll this week from Quinnipiac University showed Biden’s support among black Democrats,
which stood at 51% in late January, has slid to 27%, while
Bloomberg’s black support has climbed to 22% from 7%
over the same period.
On a campaign strategy call on Wednesday, U.S. Representative Cedric Richmond, a co-chair of the Biden campaign, blasted Sanders, Buttigieg and Bloomberg, a former
Republican, as too risky to trust with the nomination.
(Source: Reuters)

NATO to resume Iraq mission ‘soon’:
commander
NATO will resume its training mission
in Iraq in the coming days or weeks, the
alliance’s top military commander said
Friday, after activities were suspended
following a U.S. drone strike on Baghdad.
U.S. General Tod Wolters said the
500-strong mission would restart its
work after receiving assurances from
the Iraqi government.
The mission was put on hold on Jan.
4, and some NATO troops moved out of
Iraq, amid fears of reprisal attacks after the
U.S. killing of top Iranian general Qasem
Soleimani in the strike on Baghdad.
“As a result of the letter of response
from Iraq over the course of the last 36
hours, we will now recommence the NATO
Mission Iraq,” Wolters told reporters at
the Munich Security Conference.
Asked when this would happen, Wolters
replied: “Soon. Days to weeks.”
“We want to get to it as fast as we possibly
can but force protection for the troops is
critical,” he added.
The news comes after NATO defense
ministers agreed to expand the Iraq mission
by taking on troops and activities currently
run by the U.S.-led multinational coalition
against Daesh (ISIS).
Outraged by Soleimani’s killing on its

soil, the Iraqi parliament voted to kick
foreign troops out of the country, but after
weeks of backroom diplomacy they have
now agreed to NATO staying on.
The NATO mission - led by a Canadian
and with a strict non-combat mandate is seen as more acceptable to the Iraqi
authorities than the U.S.-led coalition.
“We will subsume some of those train
and advise activities that existed with Operation Inherent Resolve and bring those
over to NATO mission Iraq duties, those
consultations about that activity are ongoing,” said Wolters, NATO’s Supreme
Allied Commander Europe.
Exactly how many troops will move
and what activities they will do are
matters still under discussion, though
Spain has already said it is willing to
transfer personnel.
NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg briefed a meeting of the
anti-ISIS coalition at Munich on the
plans for the Iraq mission.
Further down the line, NATO plans
to look at what more it can do help fight
terrorism and build stability in the wider
Middle East, responding to a call by U.S.
President Donald Trump.
(Source: AFP)

British PM welcomes new cabinet
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson greeted his new cabinet of senior ministers Friday, vowing to repay the trust
of voters by improving infrastructure, cutting crime and
building more hospitals.
“It’s great to see you all here and congratulations to you all
on achieving, or indeed retaining, the great offices of state that
you hold,” Johnson told cabinet before posing for photographs.
“We have to repay the trust of people who voted for us
in huge numbers,” he said.
Who’s in and who’s out?
Sajid Javid quit as the United Kingdom’s chancellor
of the exchequer after Prime Minister Boris Johnson set
conditions “any self-respecting minister” would reject, he
said, as several senior heads rolled in a dramatic Cabinet
reshuffle on Thursday. The prime minister ordered Javid to
fire his closest aides and replace them with advisers chosen
by 10 Downing Street if he wanted to remain in his post conditions he said he was “unable to accept”.
Javid chose to quit instead, and was replaced by his former
deputy at the Treasury, Rishi Sunak, in the biggest shock of
Johnson’s shake-up of his ministerial team.
Speaking outside his home, Javid told reporters: “I was
unable to accept those conditions and I do not believe any
self-respecting minister would accept those conditions.”
And in his resignation letter, he told Johnson he believed it was “important as leaders to have trusted teams
that reflect the character and integrity that you would wish
to be associated with”.
The bombshell - less than a month before the budget is
announced - follows tensions between the ex-chancellor
and the PM’s chief adviser, Dominic Cummings.

In August, Cummings had fired Javid’s aide Sonia Khan
- and it appears Number 10 wanted to go further in keeping
a closer eye on him.
Downing Street refused to guarantee that next month’s
budget would go ahead as scheduled, with a spokesman
saying only that “extensive preparations have already been
carried out for the budget and they will continue at pace”.
Javid’s departure came after:
- Julian Smith was unceremoniously dumped as Northern
Ireland secretary
- Andrea Leadsom was sacked as business secretary
- Theresa Villiers lost her job as environment secretary
- Geoffrey Cox was sacked as attorney general
- Esther McVey lost her job as housing minister
Along with the ministerial exits, the reshuffle - which
Downing Street insiders had predicted would be “conventional” before the row with Javid - included promotions for

MPs who are highly rated by Number 10.
Alok Sharma was promoted from international development to become the new business secretary, and he will also
be minister for the COP26 United Nations climate summit,
due to take place in Glasgow in November.
Anne-Marie Trevelyan joins the Cabinet as international
development secretary, having previously been a defence
minister. Oliver Dowden has become a full Cabinet member
as culture secretary, having previously attended the meetings
as paymaster general.
George Eustice was promoted to environment secretary
from his previous role in the same department.
Brandon Lewis was appointed as Northern Ireland secretary. Former Brexit minister Suella Braverman returns
to the government as attorney general.
Ex-Brexit secretary Stephen Barclay replaces Sunak as
treasury chief secretary.
Amanda Milling was made Conservative Party chairman
- a role in which she will attend Cabinet as a minister without
portfolio.Former defence secretary Penny Mordaunt will return to government as paymaster general in the Cabinet office.
Most of the key players, including Home Secretary Priti
Patel, Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab and Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster Michael Gove, retained their positions.
Until Javid’s exit, the most surprising move by the prime
minister had been the sacking of Smith just weeks after
brokering the deal that restored the power-sharing administration in Northern Ireland.
Irish Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Leo Varadkar said
Smith was “one of Britain’s finest politicians of our time”.
(Source: agencies)
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Wheelchair basketball, blind football allowed
to participate at Tokyo 2020 by Iran’s NPC
S P O R T S
TEHRAN – Wheeld
e
s
k chair basketball and
football 5-a-side will represent Iran at the
2020 Paralympic Games, Iran’s National
Paralympic Committee (NPC) announced
on Thursday.
Iran’s chef de mission for the Games Hadi
Rezaei had already said that they would send
the athletes who have more chance of winning
medals in the Paralympics.
Iran sent a record number of competitors
to Rio 2016, being represented by 110 athletes
in 12 sports. The Iranian athletes won eight
gold, nine silver and seven bronze medals
and finished in 15th place.
Iran’s NPC has reduced the number
of athletes to 72 at Tokyo 2020, however,
wheelchair basketball and football 5-a-side
members have opposed the decision and
don’t want to miss the prestigious event.
The football 5-a-side won a silver medal
at the 2016 Paralympic Games, while the
wheelchair basketball team claimed a gold
medal at the 2018 Asian Para Games.
“More quality, less quantity is our policy in
the Games. The members of 14-man executive
board have approved the policy because we
can win the same number of medals that we
won in the previous edition,” Rezaei had
said in a news conference in late January.
Iran football 5-a-side and wheelchair
basketball teams have already secured their
places at the Tokyo 2020 and the Iranian
NPC has said that it will communicate with
the related entities to allow the teams to
partake at the Games.

Iran into 2020 Kabaddi
World Cup semis
TASNIM — Iran advanced to the 2020 Kabaddi World Cup
(Circle style) semifinals on Thursday.
Team Melli lost to India 39-50 in Group B but qualified
for the next stage as the second team.
Iran had previously lost to Sierra Leone 60-19, English
57-26 and Germany 55-23.
Iran will play Pakistan on Saturday.
Group A consists of Pakistan, Australia, Kenya, Azerbaijan
and Canada.
The seventh edition of the 2020 Kabaddi World Cup is
being held in Punjab from February 9 to 16.

IRNA — The Football Federation Islamic Republic of Iran
(FFIRI) acting president Heydar Baharvand appointed Alireza
Sohrabi as head of referees committee.
Sohrabi replaced Hedayatollah Mombeini in the position.
Sohrabi, 48, is a former international football and futsal
referee.
He has officiated at 2008 and 2012 Futsal World Cup in
Brazil and Thailand.

Iran’s best performance at the Paralympic Games since they made their debut at
Seoul in 1988 was at London 2012 when

with Japan, Poland, Italy, Canada and
Venezuela in Pool A.
Pool B features Brazil, the U.S., Russia,
Argentina, France, and Tunisia.
The full list of fixtures is as follows:
- July 25: Iran v Poland
- July 27: Iran v Venezuela
- July 29: Iran v Canada
- July 31: Iran v Italy
- Aug. 2: Iran v Japan
Iran earned the right to represent the
home continent, alongside hosts Japan,
in the men’s volleyball tournament at the
2020 Olympics in Tokyo.
It’s for the second time Iran qualify for
the Olympics. The Persians made their debut
in the previous edition in Rio, where they
finished in fifth place.
The indoor volleyball competition will
take place at Ariake Arena in Ariake.

they finished 11th with a total of 24 medals,
including 10 gold.
The Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games are

set to be the biggest and best yet with around
4,400 Para athletes from more than 160
countries taking part in 22 sports.

Pele dismisses talk of
depression

Former Brazil striker Pele dismissed talk
he is depressed and reclusive on Thursday
and assured fans he is doing well and
maintaining a busy schedule.
Pele’s son Edinho told Globo in an
interview published on Monday that the
three-times World Cup winner was depressed and reluctant to leave his house
because he cannot get around properly
due to hip problems.
“I am good,” said Pele, who will be 80 in
October. “I continue to accept my physical
limitations in the best way possible but I
intend to keep the ball rolling.
“I have good days and bad days. That
is normal for people of my age. I am not
afraid, I am determined, confident in
what I do.”
Pele, widely considered to be one of the
greatest footballers in history, is the only

player to win three World Cups.
He has suffered from hip trouble for
years and cannot walk unaided. Many of
his most recent public appearances have
been in a wheelchair.
However, friends of the former Santos
and New York Cosmos player said this
January was one of his busiest in years.
He did photos shoots and sponsorship
work and he is cooperating with a British
director making a documentary about his
footballing life.
“I am not avoiding fulfilling the commitments in my always busy schedule,”
Pele said in his statement.
This summer will mark the 50th anniversary of his third World Cup title, won
in Mexico in 1970 with what many rate
the greatest team of all time.
(Source: Reuters)

Sepahan handed boost for Match against Al Sadd: Amir Ghalenoei
The 4-0 win over Al Ain of the UAE has given Sepahan a
big motivation for second match against Al Sadd of Qatar,
head coach Amir Ghalenoei said.
Sepahan will meet the Qatari giants on Tuesday at the
Jassim bin Hamad Stadium in Doha in Group D of the 2020
A FC Champions League.
Ghalenoei was pleased with the big victory achieved
away from home.
“We are very happy with the big result,” said Ghalenoei.
“We achieved what we came here to do - which was to get
the three points in our first match.”
“All the players produced a fighting performance and
they fulfilled their duties,” he said. “We controlled the midfield and our players successfully stopped the threat of Al
Ain’s key players.
“The result against Al Ain will give big motivation for the
second match against Al Sadd,” he concluded.
Al Ain FC head coach Pedro Emanuel had no excuses
for the UAE side’s heavy defeat in their 2020 AFC Cham-

pions League Group D opener to Islamic Republic of Iran’s
Sepahan FC on Tuesday.
The Portuguese saw his side go into the break 1-0 down
through Mohammad Mohebbi’s header at the Hazza Bin

Zayed Stadium before a second half blitz saw Brazilian Kiros, Soroush Rafiei and Mohammad Tayebi seal a big win
for Sepahan.
“We didn’t achieve our targets in the match and we should
have had a different approach,” said Emanuel, who took
charge just a few weeks ago.
“I asked the players before the match to control
the play and try their best to convert chances into
goals,” he added. “When we had the chance to score,
we failed to convert.”
Emanuel conceded that Sepahan were extremely strong
and maximized their chances, especially in the second half.
“We knew that Sepahan are a strong team and that they
are quick in transitioning into attack. They knew how to
finish their attacks.
“We were not good and we can’t look for excuses for the
defeat. However, we should try our best to prepare for the
next match to regain the trust of our fans.”
(Source: the-afc)

WHO says no case for cancelling, moving Tokyo Games: IOC coordinator
TOKYO (Reuters) — The World Health
Organization has told the International Olympic Committee there is no case
for cancelling or relocating the Tokyo
2020 Olympics over the coronavirus
outbreak, the head of the IOC’s Coordination Commission said on Friday.
WHO spokeswoman Fadela Ryan
told reporters on Wednesday: “There
is no zero risk with any mass gathering”.
WHO cannot be an “arbiter”, he said,
adding that most events can be held if
proper risk management measures are
applied by organizers and local health
officials.
The 17-day event is due to start on July

11

Alireza Sohrabi appointed
as head of FFIRI referees
committee

Iran volleyball’s 2020 Olympics
fixture revealed

S P O R T S TEHRAN — Iran nad
e
s
k tional volleyball team
will kick off the 2020 Olympic Games with
a match against Poland on July 25.
The full match schedule for the men’s
volleyball tournaments has been confirmed,
ahead of the ultimate sporting event of
the planet due to be held in the Japanese
capital from July 24 to Aug.9.
Action begins with the men’s competition
on July 25, as Rio 2016 silver medalists
Italy take on Canada. Defending champions
Brazil open their campaign with the second
match of the opening day.
The Preliminary Round in the men’s tournament concludes on Aug. 2 followed by quarterfinals on Aug. 4 and semifinals on Aug. 6.
The bronze and gold medals matches
are scheduled for Aug. 8.
Team Melli have been drawn along

S

24. Japan said separately on Friday it
would step up testing and containment
after reporting its first coronavirus death
and confirming new cases, including a
doctor and a taxi driver.
John Coates said advice the IOC had
received “externally” from the WHO was
that “there is no case for any contingency
plans of cancelling the Games or moving
the Games.”
The spreading outbreak, whose epicenter is the Chinese city of Wuhan,
has prompted the cancellation of some
international sporting events, as well as
2020 Games qualifying competitions
for boxing and badminton that were

due to take place in China.
Coates said coordination between the
Japan organizing committee’s virus task
force and other national authorities reinforced the IOC’s confidence that the
situation was being properly addressed.
That raised expectations that “we’ll be
able to ensure that the Games go ahead
in a way that’s safe for the athletes and
spectators,” Coates told a news conference hosted together with Tokyo 2020
Olympics President Yoshiro Mori.
Mori echoed Coates’ reassurances.
Toshiro Muto, the CEO of the Tokyo
2020 organizing committee, said in early February he was “seriously worried”

that the virus might impact momentum towards the Games, but pledged
the following day the event would go
ahead as planned.
There have been more than 60,000
confirmed coronavirus cases in mainland China and nearly 450 in 24 other
countries and territories, including 33
in Japan and another 218 on a cruise
ship quarantined at a Japanese port.
Coates said he was impressed with
how China had been able to monitor its
athletes “since day one”, and that most
had been preparing for the Games overseas and would therefore not need to be
quarantined on arrival in Japan.

Tractor move to Iran
professional League
second place
TASNIM — Tractor football team came back from a 1-0
deficit to beat Saipa 3-1 in Iran Professional League (IPL)
Matchday 20 on Friday.
Mohammad Reza Soleymani gave Saipa an early lead from
the penalty spot in Tabriz’s Yadegar-e Emam Stadium but
Tractor captain Ashkan Dejagah equalized the match with
a long-range curling effort in the 16th minute.
Ehsan Haj Safi made it 2-1 two minutes later and Reza
Asadi scored Tractor’s third goal in the 28th minute.
Struggling teams Shahin Bushehr and Gol Gohar also
emerged victorious against their rivals.
Shahin beat Machine Sazi 3-1 in Bushehr and Gol Gohar
defeated Sanat Naft 2-1 in Abadan.
In Tehran, Foolad edged past Paykan 1-0 and Nassaji and
pars Jonoubi played out a goalless draw.
Persepolis sit top of the table with 41 points from 19 matches.
Tractor are second with 37 points from 20 matches.
Sepahan have managed to garner 36 points from 19 games.

Ex-Barca coach Valverde
prefers Australia to
Premier League
Former Barcelona manager Ernesto Valverde has said he
would prefer a move to the Australian A-League rather than
the Premier League.
Valverde, who won two La Liga titles and a Copa del Rey
during his two full seasons at Camp Nou, was sacked in January.
And, despite his impressive trophy-haul in recent seasons,
he said he is open to looking outside the top leagues when it
comes to making his next managerial move.
“People ask me sometimes: ‘How about the Premier League?’
and I say: ‘Well actually I’d like to go to Australia,’” Valverde
said at the Bilbao International Football Summit on Thursday.
“A career in football does not last forever and sometimes
you think you have to take the opportunity to live in strange
places.”
Valverde
‘s career took him to some of Spain’s top clubs such as
Valencia and Athletic Bilbao as well as two stints in Greece
at Olympiakos.
Making his first media appearance since being replaced by
Quique Setien at Barca, Valverde expressed his admiration for
former player Andres Iniesta’s decision to move to Japanese
side Vissel Kobe when he left Barca in 2018.
“I applauded Andres when he told me he was going to
Japan. I thought: ‘Wow, he gets to understand a different
culture and different people,’ and I am also very interested
in Japan,” Valverde, who outside of football is a keen photographer, added.
“You can take great photos in Japan. There are many places
I would like to go. We will see what I end up doing. I haven’t been out of work for very long so I don’t have to decide
anything yet, I haven’t got a very clear idea at the moment.
“It’s possible I would go somewhere abroad. The truth is
I like to do strange things so I wouldn’t rule it out.”
(Source: ESPN)

Three FIBA Asia Cup 2021
Qualifier games postponed
FIBA today confirmed that the FIBA Asia Cup 2021 Qualifier
games, Philippines vs Thailand and Japan vs China, originally
scheduled to be played in Quezon City and Chiba on the 20th
and 21st of February will be postponed.
This increases the number of postponed games of the first
window of the FIBA Asian Cup 2021 Qualifier to three.
Previously, FIBA had decided to postpone and reschedule
the Group B encounter between China and Malaysia, which
was scheduled to be played in Foshan, China on February 24.
The decision comes after having carefully evaluated the
developments regarding the coronavirus outbreak and placing
as main priority the safety of the participating players and
team delegation members.
FIBA will continue to monitor the situation closely and
will not hesitate to implement any further measures or precautions should they be required.
(Source: FIBA)
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GUIDE TO
SPIRITUAL AWAKENING
He who cannot easily obtain his wish, cannot obtain
it by force either.
Imam Ali (AS)

W H AT ’ S I N A R T G A L L E R I E S
Painting
An exhibition of paintings
by Iraj Shafei is underway at
Arte Gallery.
The exhibition will be running
until February 25 at the gallery
located at No. 2880, Vali-e Asr
Ave.
Saye Gallery is playing host
to an exhibition of paintings by
Sepehr Alimohammadlu.
The exhibit titled “Entanglement”
will continue until February 26
at the gallery located at No. 21,
13th Alley, Sanai St. off Karim
Khan Ave.
Paintings by Nahid Baradaran
are on display in an exhibition
at Dena Gallery.
The exhibit named “The Secret
Within” will run until February
19 4 Sussan Alley off Qarani St.
A collection of paintings by
Mohammad-Hossein Ariai is
currently on view in an exhibition
at Delgosha Gallery.
The exhibit entitled “Deer and
Flame” will run until February 25
at the gallery, which can be found
at 30 Mohajer Alley, Iranshahr
St., Karim Khan Ave.
Afshin Baqeri is showcasing his
latest paintings in an exhibition
at Seyhun Gallery.
Entitled “Resurrection of
Savages”, the exhibit will run until
February 26 at the gallery located
at 24 Sinai Alley, off Keyhan St.
and Moqaddas-e Ardabili Ave.
Paintings by Hamed Behruzkar
and Monir Sehat are on view
in an exhibition at the CAMA
– Contemporary and Modern
Art Gallery.
The exhibit entitled “Twilight”
runs until February 19 at the
gallery located at No. 44, 10th
Golestan, Pasdaran St.
Vista Gallery is hosting an
exhibition of paintings by Firuzeh
Feizabadi.
The exhibit titled “Common
Possibility” will run until
February 21 at the gallery that
can be found at No. 11, 12th Alley,
Mir Emad St.
Akbar Nikanpur is showcasing
his paintings in an exhibition at
White Line Gallery.
The exhibition named “Nostalgia”
will continue until February 24
at the gallery located at 22 Parvin
Alley, off Jame Jam St. off Vali-e
Asr Ave.
An exhibition of paintings by
a group of artists, including Ali
Ganjavi, Arezu Gholami, Vida
Heidarzadeh, Sara Shahriari,
Maryam Aqai and Zahra Shafi,
is underway at Sherveh Gallery.
The exhibit titled “Portrait” runs
until February 19 at the gallery
located at 9 Khojasteh Alley,
Daemi St. off Fatemi St.
A collection of paintings by
Mohammad Rahimi is on display
in an exhibition at Mah Gallery.
The exhibit will be running until
March 3 at the gallery located at
26 Golestan Blvd., Africa Ave.
Drawing
Homa Gallery is playing host
to an exhibition of drawings by
Puria Parhizkar.
The exhibit entitled “Prose Poem,
Short Ones” runs until February
25 at the gallery, which can be
found at No. 8, Forth Alley, Sanai
St., Karim Khan Ave.

Evening: 17:27

Dawn: 6:04

(tomorrow)

Sunrise: 6:51 (tomorrow)
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IIDCYA photos exhibit explores
children in Arbaeen gathering

A
R
T TEHRAN — Iran’s
d
e
s
k Institute for Intellectual
Development of Children and Young Adults
(IIDCYA) is displaying a selection of photos
depicting children and teens during the annual
pilgrimage of Arbaeen in Iraq.
The photos were selected from the
submissions to a contest organized by the IIDCYA.
Over 50 photos taken by participants aged
12 to 18 and above 18 opened on Wednesday
at the IIDCYA in Tehran.
Speaking at the opening ceremony, jury
member Alireza Karimi-Saremi said, “What
is seen clearly in these photos is the honesty
of the young photographers, which might
not be found in the photos by adults.”
He said, “They have tried to tell the young
adults that honesty is of high importance,”
and added, “The highest qualities of the
photos taken by young adults are their
intimate and adventurous looks and views,
which have drawn our attention in selecting
and judging the photos.”
The winners of the photo contest
were announced late January. Photos by
Amirhossein Ghiaszadeh, Zeinab Azizi and
Mahsa Shavandi were honored in the young
adult section. Fatemeh Peymanpak, Mehdi
Jafari and Mahnaz Nurian won the awards
in the adults’ section.
Hundreds of thousands of Iranians embark
on a journey to the Iraqi city of Karbala to
observe the holy day of Arbaeen at the holy
shrines of Imam Hussein (AS), the third
Imam of the Shia, and his brother, Hazrat
Abbas (AS).

People visit an exhibition of photos on the annual pilgrimage of Arbaeen at the IIDCYA in Tehran on February 12, 2020.
(IIDCYA/Nafiseh Modarresi)
Arbaeen marks the end of the 40-day
mourning period following the martyrdom of

the Imam and his loyal companions on Ashura.
The exhibit will be running until March

12 at the IIDCYA located on Hejab St., off
Fatemi Ave.

Asghar Farhadi to return to homeland
with “A Hero”

Director Asghar Farhadi accepts his Oscar for Best
Foreign-Language Film for “A Separation” during
the 84th Academy Awards in Hollywood, California
February 26, 2012. (Getty Images/Jason Merritt)

A
R
T TEHRAN — Two-time Oscar winner
d
e
s
k Asghar Farhadi plans to make his new
film “A Hero” in Iran.
The pre-production process of the project, which is in
the Persian language, will begin in two months and it will
be shot in Shiraz this summer, the U.S. online news site
Deadline announced on Wednesday.
The world sales of the film will commence by Parisbased Memento Films International this week during
the European Film Market in Berlin.
In addition, an English-language version of the script
has been offered to buyers ahead of the market. However,
details about the plot have not yet been released.
“We are proud to propose a new brilliant film project
by great author Asghar Farhadi,” said Alexandre Moreau,

VP Sales and Marketing at Memento, which has sold five
Farhadi films.
“He is a consistent director, and a master of
suspense which always draws audiences to theaters.
The script is absolutely fascinating and tackles many
contemporary issues of our modern societies,” he
added.
Starring Penélope Cruz and Javier Bardem, Farhadi’s
previous film “Everybody Knows” was filmed in Spain.
Farhadi’s “The Salesman” and “A Separation”, both
in his native language, won him Oscars for best foreignlanguage film. “A Separation” received a best screenplay
Oscar nomination.
The movies grossed $23 million worldwide and more
than $7 million in the U.S.

Paintings by Iranian, Georgian students
on view at Tbilisi exhibit

A
R
T TEHRAN — An exhibition of paintings
d
e
s
k by Iranian students and Georgian Persian
language learners is currently underway in the Georgian
capital of Tbilisi.
The exhibition opened last week at the 195 Public School
in Tbilisi is displaying over 150 paintings by students from
4 Georgian schools and the Ferdowsi School of Iranians in
Tbilisi, Iran’s cultural office in Tbilisi announced in a press
release published on Thursday.
25 Georgian students who are learning the Persian
language were dispatched to Tehran in November to visit
some historical sites and tourist attractions.

The weeklong exhibition, which represents the memories
of their visit to Tehran, has been organized to highlight the
friendly relationship between Iran and Georgia.
The top twenty works were honored by Iran’s cultural
attaché in the opening ceremony.
A workshop on calligraphic paintings and the painting
of portraits was also organized during the exhibition by
Iranian artists Ali Shabani and Tahereh Rahimi.
Speaking at the ceremony, Iran’s Ambassador Seyyed Javad
Qavamshahidi said that festivals and cultural exhibitions
help grow the talents of Persian language learners and make
them more familiar with Persian art and culture.

Iranian and Georgian students and some organizers
attend an opening ceremony of an exhibition of their
paintings at the 195 Public School in Tbilisi.

Persian version of “The Quiltmaker’s Gift” republished

Front cover of the Persian version of the “The
Quiltmaker’s Gift” by American children’s
writer Jeff Brumbeau.

C U L T U R E TEHRAN — The
d
e
s
k Persian translation of
American children’s writer Jeff Brumbeau’s
2000 book “The Quiltmaker’s Gift” is now
in its 14th edition after its first version
came out in 2004, the Institute for the
Intellectual Development of Children
and Young Adults (IIDCY), which is the
publisher of the book, announced.

Translated by Fereidun Faryad, the
book tells the story of a generous quiltmaker, who spends all of her time making
quilts only to give them away. A greedy
king meets the quilt-maker in a search
for the one thing that will finally make
him happy.
The quilt-maker agrees to make a
quilt for the king, but only under certain

conditions, which forces the king to
undergo a change of heart. She helps the
king learn that giving is the true secret to
happiness.
Illustrated by Gail de Marcken, the book
is the recipient of numerous accolades,
including Children’s Book of the Year,
Cuffy Award for Favorite Picture Book of
the Year and Parent’s Choice Silver Award.

Billie Eilish releases theme to forthcoming James Bond film “No Time to Die”

LOS ANGELES (Reuters) — American teen pop
sensation Billie Eilish, fresh off her big Grammy Awards
victory and an Oscar night performance, has released her
much-anticipated official theme song to the forthcoming
James Bond film “No Time to Die.”
The four-minute ballad, a haunting song of betrayal
and despair co-written by Eilish and her older brother,
Finneas, and performed to an orchestral arrangement,
was posted on Thursday to YouTube and various music
streaming sites.
The recording, itself titled “No Time to Die”, was produced
by Finneas with a musical arrangement by Hans Zimmer
and Matt Dunkley. The track, released by Eilish’s Interscope

Records/Darkroom label, includes veteran British session
musician Johnny Marr on guitar.
Eilish, 18, becomes the youngest artist ever to write and
record a James Bond theme song, following in the footsteps
of such stars as Adele, Madonna and Paul McCartney.
The song’s foreboding lyrics more than suggest a romance
that meets with a decidedly unhappy ending, as Eilish sings
in a chorus:
“Fool me once, fool me twice/Are you death or paradise?
“Now you’ll never see me cry/There’s just no time to die.”
The movie “No Time to Die”, the 25th title in the James
Bond motion picture franchise, is due to arrive in theaters
in April, with Daniel Craig resuming his title role as the

British secret agent for a fifth and final time.
Eilish is slated to perform the theme song live for the
first time at the Brit Awards in London Feb. 18, ahead of the
March 9 launch of her North American arena tour, Interscope
said in a statement.
She had widely been expected to debut the Bond single
at the Academy Awards show on Sunday, but she sang the
Beatles’ “Yesterday” during the telecast’s in memoriam
segment instead.
Two weeks earlier Eilish swept the Grammys by taking
the four top prizes - best album, best record, song of the year
and best new artist - becoming only the second musician to
win all four categories on the same night.

Leadership of “French Oscars” resigns amid Polanski controversy

PARIS (Reuters) — The management of
the “French Oscars” resigned en masse on
Thursday after weeks of controversy centered
on director Roman Polanski, whose latest
film “An Officer and a Spy” leads nominations
ahead of the 2020 awards ceremony.
The resignations come just two weeks
before the Cesar Awards, France’s equivalent
of the Oscars, which featured 12 nominations
for Polanski’s movie about Alfred Dreyfus,
a Jewish French officer unfairly accused of
spying for Germany in the 1890s.

“To honor those who made films in 2019, to
regain serenity and make the cinema festival
a celebration, the board of directors of the
(film academy) made a unanimous decision
to resign,” the French film academy said in
a statement.
Feminist groups had decried the
nominations and called for a boycott of the
film. Dozens of film industry personalities
– including “X-Men” actor Omar Sy and
Berenice Bejo of the 2011 film “The Artist”
- had denounced the academy’s “opaqueness”

in an open letter.
Polanski launched his new film in France
last year just days after a French actress
accused him of having raped her in 1975,
when she was 18 years old, during a ski holiday
in Gstaad, Switzerland.
Polanski, now 86, has denied the
accusation.
The French-Polish director fled the United
States after pleading guilty in 1977 to having
unlawful sex with a 13-year-old girl in Los
Angeles.

Accusations against Polanski predate
the sexual harassment scandal that
embroiled Hollywood film producer
Harvey Weinstein in 2017. But Polanski’s
history came under renewed scrutiny as
the #MeToo movement against sexual
abuse and harassment grew in response
to the allegations against Weinstein, who
is on trial for rape and sexual assault in
New York.
Polanski was expelled from the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in 2018.

