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Encyclopaedia of Islam, First Edition (1913:1936)

Djamal al- Din al-Afghani

[re—

, AL-SATYID MUHAMMAD B. SAFDAR, one of the most remarkable figures in the Muslim world in
the xix® century. He was — in the opinion of E. G. Browne — at once philosopher, author,

orator and journaliet, but sbove all he was & politician regarded by his opp ssad

agitator. He exercised great influence on the liberationist and constitutional movements, which
have arisen in Mubammadan countries in the last few decades. He agitated for their iberation
from European inl and exploitation, for their independent internal devel by the
introduction of liberal institutions, for the union of all the Islamic states (including Shi‘a Persia)
under & single caliphate and the creation of a powerful Muslim Empire capable of resisting

European intervention.

Djamal al-Din was one of the most d champions of the pan-Islamic idea with tongue
and pen, His family traced its descent through the famous Traditionist Al al Tirmidhi fom
Husain b. ‘Ali, which entitled them to bear the title Saiyid. According to his own account, he was
born at As'adabad near Kanar in the district of Kzbul in Afghanistin in 1254= 1838153pina
family following the Hanafi law; but others say it was st Asadabad near Hamadin in Persia that
he first saw the light, Djamal al-Din, according to them, wished to escape Persian despotism by
claiming to be an Afghan subject. In any case Afghanistan was the scene in which his carliest
childhood and youth were spent. In Kabul he stadied ll the higher branches of Muhammadan
learning till his xviii™ year, at the same time devoting attention to the study of philosophy and
exact sciences in the traditional fashion of the Muslim Eest. He next spent over a year in India,
rmade the pilgrimage to Mecea (1273 = 1857) and, on his retumn from the Hadjdj to Afghinistin,
entered the service of the Amir Dast Mub d Khin whom he panied on his campaig
against Hesit. After the death of the Amix, by his adherence to Muhammead A'zam brother of the
Armir Shir ‘Al who had succeeded to the throne, he became involved in the dynastic civil wars
and efter the fall of his patron, whom he had served as minister during his brief rule, resolved to
leave Afghanistin, Under a pretext of agein undertaking the pilgrimage (1285 = 186g), Caftera
brief stay in India and Cairo, where during a fortnight's stay he came in contact with the Azhar
circles and held private lectures in his dwelling, he reached Constantinople (1287 = 1840). Asa
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