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Iran to purchase
Sukhoi Su-35 from

Russia: report

TEHRAN — Brigadier General Hamid Vahe-
di, commander of the Iranian Air Force, told
Borna news agency on Sunday that Iran is
seeking to purchase fighter aircraft.

Vahedi announced that purchase of Sukhoi
Su-35 fighters from Russia is on the agenda
of the air force.

He said the purchase of Sukhoi Su-35 is
currently being discussed, rather than Suk-
hoi Su-30. “This issue is on the agenda and
we hope to be able to get these 4++ genera-
tion fighters in the future”

The commander of the air force also em-
phasized that the final decision on purchase
of Sukhoi Su-35s from Russia rests with the
Army and the Armed Forces General Staff
Headquarters.

The Su-35 employs the powerful NO35 Ir-
bis-E (“Snow Leopard”) passive electronically
scanned array (PESA) radar, which is a further
development of the NO11IM radar that had been
evaluated on Su-27M test-beds and consti-
tutes the core of the Su-35’s weapons-con-
trol system. It is capable of detecting an aerial
target up to 400 km (250 miles) away, and
can track thirty airborne targets and engage
eight of them simultaneously; in addition, the
multi-function radar is capable of providing
high-resolution images of the ground using
synthetic aperture mode. » Page 2

Now Switzerland
repositions as WW3
combatant

By Pascal Najadi

Those who cherish Swiss neutrality can
kiss it goodbye.

Sadly the dismantling of our centuries-old
foundation has begun. Just look at the ways
our country has positioned itself regarding
the war in Ukraine.

Soon after the start of hostilities, Pres-
ident Ignazio Cassis publicly remarked to
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky:

“We are impressed by the courage with
which your people are fighting for freedom
and peace,” and,

“We are impressed by the way you de-
fend the fundamental values of the free
world, which are also our fundamental
values.”

His sentiments reflect the widely held view
that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has been
deadly, destructive, and disruptive -- and
was unnecessary. Ukrainian flags have been
flown throughout our country in solidarity.
Pro-Ukraine demonstrations have been or-
ganized. According to Swissinfo.ch, an esti-
mated 40,000 participated in Zurich; in Bern
it was up to 20,000 people. The emotionally
evocative dimension of the war can not be
denied.

Beyond that, though, the president’s re-
marks harbor biases. They can be best seen
if we insert into his remarks a Russian bias.

Here is are hypothetical remarks Presi-
dent Cassis might have made to President
Vladimir Putin:

“We are impressed by the courage with
which your people are fighting for security
guarantees in the face of hostile NATO ad-
vancement to your borders,” and, » Page 5
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By Saeed Azimi

NEW DELHI— A media delegation from Iran visited
India on August 24 as part of a “Familiarization Tour”
organized by the Indian embassy in Tehran in collabora-
tion with the Indian Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).
The Iranian media delegation included the Tehran
Times correspondent. His observations from the week-

long excursion are as follows.

Our journey began on August 24 at Tehran’s Imam
Khomeini airport.

At 130 am, | met my colleagues at the airport. We

couldn’t sleep because of our pre-trip worries. We were
all excited to leam more about India, despite our anxie-

gy Y

N B W

W

mr F

,..
T

ties about visiting such an exotic country with so many
untapped potentials. As a college student who spent
three years in Mumbai, | was familiar with Indian cul-
ture, food, and other mutual similarities between the
two ancient civilizations. However, because | had never
left Mumbai, | was eager to see New Delhi and compare
India’s political and economic capitals. » Page 3

TPO holds workshop to explore ways of expanding trade with Africa

TEHRAN - Iran’s Trade Promotion Organi-
zation (TPO) held a workshop on the expan-
sion of economic cooperation between the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and Africa, on Saturday,
during which the attendees explored ways of
expanding economic cooperation between
Iran and East African countries especially

Uganda, Tanzania, and Kenya.

The event was attended by senior officials
from Iran and the mentioned African coun-
tries, including Director-General of TPQ’s Af-
rica Office Mohammad-Sadeq Qanadzadeh,
Uganda’s Ambassador to Iran Muhammad

Iranian-made stationery festival underway

The 8th festival of Iranian-made stationery is being held at the Institute for
Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults in Tehran.

The event started on August 23 and will run through September 9.
Some 60 domestic manufacturers have taken part in the exhibition.

Tezikuba Kisambira, Kenya’'s Ambassador to
Tehran Joshua Gatimu, and Iran’s Ambassa-
dor to Nairobi Jafar Barmaki.

Speaking at the workshop, Qanadzadeh
stated that promoting cultural awareness,
informing, » Page 4

8 field hospitals,
2,000 medical teams
to serve Arbaeen
pilgrims

TEHRAN - Health Minister Bahram Einollahi
said on Sunday that eight field hospitals have
been established and 2,000 health teams have
been dispatched to provide healthcare services
to Arbaeen pilgrims at the borders.

Seven emergency helicopters, 200 ambu-
lances, 35 ambulance buses, and 20 motor
lances have been deployed in different parts
of the borders for health care and treatment
of the pilgrims, he noted.

Three fixed-wing airplanes are located in
Jiroft and Tehran airports to transport pos-
sible Arbaeen patients, which have a capacity
of 50 to 100 beds, he also stated.

The Arbaeen health and treatment convoy
consists of 1,000 emergency medical techni-
cians and 2,000 health teams who, in addi-
tion to providing services to the pilgrims of
the Arbaeen trek, » Page 7

Iranian village, passers-by relish free rosewater in Muharram remembrance

TEHRAN-One of the main Muharram rituals
in the small village of Cham Alishah, the central
province of Isfahan, is the nazr of rosewater, which
means to vow or commitment to carry out an act
to fulfill wishes during a rosewater distillation
ceremony.

The ritual is held on the seventh day of the lunar
month of Muharram, when villagers gather in the
houses where rosewater is collected from dried rose
flowers, and they participate in the rosewater distil-
lation ceremony, commonly known as “Golab-giri”

As part of this ceremony, the women of the vil-
lage are enthusiastically present, and they use a
variety of methods, including writing on the caul-
dron with a piece of wood, lighting a candle next to
it, or taking wood from the fire under the cauldron
and taking it home for the next year’s ceremony.

Meanwhile, the participants are nazri (charity
food) cooked by all families in the village.

As a blessing, people use the rosewater ob-
tained through this ancient ritual during Tasua and
Ashura (the ninth and tenth days of the mourning

month of Muharram).

Golab or rosewater is obtained from a particu-
lar kind of Rose, known as Mohammadi roses, in
Iran. Harvesting flowers seems to be the most
important part of the process. They should be
picked from dawn through morning very carefully.
The petals are put into massive copper pots and
boiled, and then the extracted water is kept in spe-
cial bottles. The longer the distillation is, the bet-
ter will be the quality of the rosewater. » Page 6
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Skocic or Queiroz,
thatis the question

By Masoud Hossein

TEHRAN - With less than three months
before the 2022 FIFA World Cup starts,
there’s currently significant ambiguity over
the future of Iran national football team.

The re-election of former football federa-
tion President Mehdi Taj means that there is
a possibility of returning ex-Team Melli coach
Carlos Queiroz to Iran hot seat.

Current coach Dragan Skocic has experi-
enced his dismissal for many times over the
past months. The Croatian coach faces lot of
uncertainty about HIS future in the Iran foot-
ball team.

Now, for many Iranian fans, it doesn’t mat-
ter what has happened to the football. While
most of the teams prepare for the 2022
World Cup, there is a war between support-
ers of Skocic and Queiroz. It really matters to
them who will lead Team Melli in Qatar.

Iran are scheduled to play Uruguay on Sept.
23 in a friendly match in Austria and they will
meet Senegal four days later. However, many
people don’t know who will lead Iran in these
two matches.

Iran have been drawn in a tough group
along with England, the U.S. and Wales but
there isno concentration on the matches due
to above-mentioned issues.

The country has never advanced to the
knockout rounds in five previous World Cup
appearances, and it seems the fans must
wait more to see their qualification for the
first time ever.

The turmoil raging behind the scenes pos-
es a rising threat to Iran’s hopes of building
on a strong showing in Russia in 2018.

Turkish scholar Ali
Temizel decorated

with Iran’s Shahriar
Medal

TEHRAN - Turkish scholar Ali Temizel
has been honored with a Shahriar Medal, a
decoration that Iran gives to foreign scholars
who have made outstanding contributions to
Persian language studies.

Selcuk University Mevlana Research Institute
director Temizel received the medal from the
[ranian ambassador to Ankara, Mohammad
Farazmand, during a special ceremony at the
Embassy of Iran, the Sadi Foundation, a Tehran-
based organization that promotes the Persian
language abroad, announced on Sunday.

In a short speech, Temizel expressed his
thanks for the medal and talked about the
strong influence the Persian language has in
Turkey.

He also pointed to Turkish students’
desire for the history and culture of their
country and noted that it is difficult to
learn about the issues without knowing the
Persian language. » Page 8
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New Iran envoy to UN meets

Amir Abdollahian

TEHRAN—  Saeed Iravani, Iran's new
Ambassador and Permanent Representative
to the UN headquarters in New York, met with
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian on
Saturday before starting his job.

Iravani gave Amir Abdollahian a report about
his plans at the most important international
organization.

For his part, Iran’s top diplomat outlined Iran’s
views about cooperation with other countries
and active presence in international bodies. He
also gave Iravani the necessary instructions.

Iravani has previously served as the Supreme
National Security Council's deputy secretary
for foreign policy and international affairs,
deputy chief of the Strategic Council on Foreign
Relations, head of the Iranian diplomatic mission

(embassy) in Irag and also a diplomat at the
Foreign Ministry.

He will replace Majid Takht Ravanchi,

a nuclear negotiator in the previous
administration and a veteran diplomat who
has been serving as the Iranian ambassador
to the UN since April 2019.

Iran and Russia agree to maintain close

coordination

TEHRAN- The foreign ministers of Iran and
Russia have agreed to maintain strong cooperation
on regional and global issues, according to the
Russian Foreign Ministry, discussing the dates for
next summit and high-level meetings.

Russian news agency Tass cited the Iranian
foreign ministry as stating in a statement on
Saturday that Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian and his Russian counterpart
Sergei Lavrov discussed pressing issues in bilateral
cooperation following the agreements made in the
talks between the two foreign ministers in Moscow
on August 31.

The statement said, “The ministers coordinated
their calendars for upcoming summit and high-
level meetings.”

Following level talks on Wednesday, Amir
Abdollahian and Lavrov held a joint press
conference in Moscow to discuss a number of
topics, including the ongoing efforts to revive the
2015 nuclear deal, officially known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and the
issue of Ukraine.

Amir Abdollahian went on to say that Tehran
wants stronger text and stronger guarantees to
conclude the Vienna talks that have been underway
since April of last year in an effort to resurrect the
agreement and lift economic sanctions on the
Islamic Republic.

He said that if the U.S. behaves realistically and
the current text is strengthened, a deal would
not be out of reach because Iran is serious about
reaching a long-lasting accord.

Amir Abdollahian emphasized that Tehran’s goal
is to reach a solid, long-lasting agreement while
asking the other side to be realistic and pragmatist.

The Iranian foreign minister also stated to have
spoken to the Russian side about the Ukraine crisis
on behalf of one of the European leaders.

The Iranian top diplomat highlighted that some
suggestions for resolving the Ukraine War have
been made.

There was a discussion about humanitarian
problems with the Russian foreign minister as
well, he said.

On February 24, Russia started a special military
operation in Ukraine. Russia says the operation is
intended to demilitarize the Donetsk and Lugansk
republics in eastern Ukraine, generally known
as the Donbas region, in accordance with what
Russian President Vladimir Putin has outlined.

After declining to recognize a Western-backed
Ukrainian government, pro-Russian republics
seceded from Ukraine in 2014.

Iran has frequently said that it is willing to serve
as an honest mediator in any negotiations meant
to put an end to the war.

Bogus report on Syria intended to serve

Israel: Nour News

TEHRAN- Nour News, a news outlet close
to Iran’s Supreme National Security Council
(SNSC), on Saturday dismissed a bogus report
by Saudi-owned publication Asharq al-Awsat
that Russia has urged Iran to withdraw its
soldiers from western and central Syria after
the Israeli regime conducted multiple air raids
on the Arab country.

“According to the information received by
Nour News, the report published in Asharg al-
Awsat was false and Russia has not made such
a request from Iran. The Zionists’ attacks were
also exaggerated,” it said.

Highlighting the fact that such false reports
are not based on the actual conditions on
the ground in Syria, the news outlet added,
“Falsification of such news aims to boost the
morale of the remnants of Takfiri terrorism in
Syria and also to portray the Zionist regime as
an influential player in the political and security
equations of the region.”

According to the news website, Iran has
been providing Syria with military advice at
the request of the Damascus government
to combat terrorism. It also stated that “the
strategic cooperation between Iran, Syria, and
Russia in the fight against terrorism in the
region, especially in the Levant, will continue
powerfully.”

It was noted that certain regional media
outlets spread such fake stories in an effort
to undermine Iran-Russia-Syria collaboration,
which has effectively thwarted the West’s
ambitions to utilize terrorism as a tool for
political dominance of the region.

Some regional media outlets follow such fake
news in order to cause schism in Iran-Russia-
Syria unanimity.

In a report on Friday, the Saudi-owned

newspaper Asharq al-Awsat claimed that
Russia has ordered that Iranian soldiers leave
their military locations in central and western
Syria, as well as those west of Hama province, in
order to protect the forces from Israeli strikes.

The official Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA)
stressed that the Zionist regime has carried
out multiple air raids against the Aleppo
International Airport in western Syria, attacking
the facility with missiles.

Syrian Foreign Minister Faisal Mekdad
warned Israel in a tweet on Thursday that it
is playing with fire after the regime carried
out airstrikes near Damascus and on Aleppo’s
international airport.

“Israel is playing with fire and is putting the
regional military and security situations at risk
of an explosion. Syria will not remain silent
regarding the repeated Israeli attacks and
the Israelis will pay the price sooner or later;’
Mekdad tweeted.

There is an escalating tension between Syria
and the Israeli regime as a result of Israel’s
control of the Golan Heights since 1967. Tel Aviv
regime has a sizable military presence in the
region, which it used as one of its launch sites
for assaults against Syrian territory.

After 2011, when the Arab nation found
itself under the control of foreign-backed
militancy and terrorism, the regime’s strikes on
Syria began to drastically increase in size and
regularity.

The apartheid regime of Israel targeted the
airports of the Arab nation twice, the most
recent being on Wednesday.

The Damascus International Airport was
fully shut down for two weeks as a result of an
airstrike on June 10 by the occupying regime.

P Iran to purchase Sukhoi Su-35

from Russia: report

From page1» The aircraft
is equipped with an OLS-35
optoelectronic targeting system
ahead of the cockpit to provide
other forms of tracking including
infra-red search and track. For
the purpose of defending against
enemy tracking, the Su-35 is
equipped with the L175M Khibiny-M
electronic countermeasure system,
while engineers have applied
radar-absorbent materials to the
engine inlets and front stages of
the engine compressor to halve the
Su-35's frontal radar cross-section
and minimize the detection range
of enemy radars.

The Su-35 is powered by a
pair of Saturn AL-41F1S turbofan
engines, formerly known as izdeliye
(Product) 117S. A highly upgraded
variant of the AL-31F, the AL-41F1S
is related to the Su-57's Saturn
AL-41F1  (izdeliye 117), differing
primarily in the engine control
system.

The engines are equipped with
thrust-vectoring nozzles, which
have their rotational axes canted
at an angle; the nozzles operate in
one plane for pitch, but the canting
allows the aircraft to produce
both roll and yaw by vectoring
each engine nozzle differently;
this configuration was first
implemented on the Su-30MKI and
is also used on the Su-57.

West fears possible Iran-Russia
drone cooperation

The Western media has been
rambling onand on about a possible

drone deal between Tehran and
Moscow.

In a news piece published last
week, NBC News said, “Russia has
picked up the first batch of Iranian
drones for its war in Ukraine but it
has run into technical problems in
the initial tests of the unmanned
aircraft, quoting US. officials as
claiming on Tuesday.

“Facing a protracted war in
Ukraine and a wall of Western
sanctions, Russia is turning to Iran
to bolster its military and keep its
economy afloat, as both countries’
interests converge the article
continued.

This is while Iranian officials have
yet refused to comment on Iran
cooperating with Russia regarding
drones.

“Russian cargo planes loaded
up Mohajer-6 and Shahed-series
unmanned aerial vehicles over
several days this month at an

Iranian airfield and then ferried the
drones to Russia, three U.S. officials
told NBC News. The delivery is
part of Russia’s plans to import
‘hundreds’ of drones from Iran, they
said,” the NBC added.

It is no secret that Iran’s drone
capabilities have won the attention
of military strategists. Also, it is
highly important that Iran has been
using domestic knowledge to build
advanced drones and is ready to
export them.

Yet, Iran has been insisting that
the war in Ukraine should come to
an end through dialogue.

Knowledge-based companies are
the brains behind these advances
in drone industry, IRGC aerospace
commander Amir Ali Hajizadeh
announced on August 22.

Iran has made it clear that
it will not stop advancing its
drone technology under any
circumstances.

“In many production sectors, we
do not have the background and
resources for many actions, and
knowledge-based activities should
create these. If this happens, we
can solve problems and create jobs
in most of the industries,” Hajizadeh
explained.

Defense capabilities are the
product of the interaction of the
armed forces with knowledge-
based companies, he pointed out,
adding, “We need knowledge-
based measures in many sectors
so that we would not be dependent
on foreign countries, since
knowledge-based production can
create leaps.”

The IRGC aerospace chief stated
that these steps have been taken
in the defense industry, noting
that Iran did not possess such
capabilities in the past.

“In the past, we imported
barbed wire, but now we export
drones. Undoubtedly, this path
has been paved by establishing a
relationship between knowledge-
based departments, universities
and military elites,” he underscored.

Hajizadeh added that the
aerospace division the IRGC has
invested in research sector so that
it can overcome obstacles.

“This gave Iran superiority in the
airspace, and we heard many times
that the Westerners expressed the
priority of negotiations in limiting
our drones and missile power,” he
remarked.

MP: Iran has other options if JCPOA is not revived

TEHRAN — A member of the National
Security and Foreign Policy Committee of
the Iranian Parliament has said that Iran is
seeking to conclude the Vienna talks intended
to revive the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Actions (JCPOA), commonly called the 2015
nuclear deal.

“But,” Mahmoud Abbaszadeh Meshkini said,
“if the Western side does not agree (with Iran’s
response in order to reach an agreement), we
have other options on the table, and Iran’s
hands are not empty in this regard”

In an interview with IRNA published
Sunday, the MP stated that any international
agreement without the necessary guarantees
is “worthless” Considering the past experience,
he said, the Westerners have proven that they
don’t fulfill their commitments.

When the Trump administration quit the
JCPOA in May 2018, the European signatories
to the deal also refused to honor their
commitments.

“That’s why the Islamic Republic is looking
for obtaining guarantees for reaching
an agreement; of course, (Parliament)
representatives are also sensitive to the
need to obtain guarantees, and in principle,
an agreement should not be signed without
obtaining guarantees,” the legislator stated.

The parliamentarian went on to note that
any agreement that restricts and deprives
Iran of its rights will not be accepted by the
Iranian people.

He added, “The Islamic Republic is in
a position of authority, so the foreign
ministry can act with more power regarding
diplomacy”’

"Political cohesion, overcoming sanctions
forced U.S. to retreat’

Elsewhere in the interview, the legislator
stated that the political cohesion at home
coupled with successfully leaving behind
severe sanctions finally forced the United
States to back down from its excessive
demands.

Regarding the President Ebrahim Raisi
administration’s approach in the negotiation
process and confronting the excessive
demands by the West, Meshkini said, “Iran’s
winning cards in this round of negotiations
helped the negotiating team to work with
more authority to preserve Iran’s national
interests. Political cohesion in the country,
intelligent leadership and overcoming the
sanctions conditions created a situation in
the international arena and the negotiation
stage, which forced America to withdraw
from its excessive demands.”’

By enduring hardships to preserve national
honor and relying on internal capacities, Iran
managed to lessen the effects of sanctions

through self-sufficiency, the MP remarked.

Abbaszadeh Meshkini assessed a win-
win agreement as important for securing
Iran’s national interests, adding that Tehran
negotiates with this logic.

“Of course, Westerners need these talks
more than Iran. We are trying with all our
strength to conclude the negotiations
according to our desired objectives, but if the
Western side does not agree, we have other
options on the table, and Iran’s hands are not
empty in this regard,” the MP noted.

’Agreement should be crafted in a way
that Iran’s hand would be on the trigger’

Iran has been saying that closing
Safeguards questions by International
Atomic Energy Agency is important to revive
the JCPOA.

Iran has been insisting that questions
raised by the IAEA about Iran’s past nuclear
program are politically motivated. Iran’s
nuclear chief, Mohammed Eslami, has
said lran had provided answers to such
unsubstantiated questions in the past that
produced the nuclear deal in 2015.

Iran sees lIsrael as the chief culprit for
raising such questions by the IAEA.

“This could be an epilogue and can repair
the damaged wall of trust between Iran and
the West,” Abbaszadeh Meshkini remarked.

‘Relations with West is not the only way
for prosperity’

Elsewhere in the interview, the legislator
said that in the current global order,
everything is interdependent, but through
tact and intelligence, problems can be solved.

“There is no one way to move forward, and
relations with the West is not the only way to
move forward. In some cases, talking to the
West is an obstacle to progress,” he stated.

People are the greatest asset for
development, Meshkini opined, noting that
the capacity of the people must be brought
to fruition.

“Relying on the people is more valuable and
effective than oil wells, JCPOA, and talking
to the West. | hope the government will
advance the negotiation process with tact
and intelligence, as well as relying on internal
capacities so that no power can stand against
the Iranian nation,” he concluded.

After a weeklong evaluation of the US.
response to an earlier Iranian view on draft
nuclear text described as “final” by the
European Union to revive the JCPOA, Tehran
submitted its responses to Washington via
the EU coordinator.

EU has been the coordinator of the talks to
resurrect the JCPOA.

However, the US. provided an early

assessment of the Iranian response this time
around, describing it as “unconstructive,” a
position that has been perceived in Tehran as
lack of seriousness on the part of the US. to
put the JCPOA on the right track.

On Friday at noon time Iran “submitted
its views on America’s response to the draft
of a possible agreement on the removal of
sanctions,” according to the Foreign Ministry.

“After receiving the US. response, the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s team of experts
precisely reviewed it, and lran’s responses
were drafted and submitted to the
coordinator on Thursday night following
evaluations at different levels,” spokesman
for the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Nasser Kanaani said in a statement.

The US. didn't wait long to voice its
pessimism. Immediately after receiving
the Iranian response, a U.S. official said the
response was not constructive.

After submitting Iran’s views, Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian
spoke with his Omani counterpart, Badr al-
Busaidi, about the Iranian response to the U.S.

Oman has long acted as a courier between
Iran and the US. and it's unclear if the Iranian
foreign minister asked the Omani foreign
minister to relay a message from Iran to the USS.

In the call, the Iranian foreign minister
underlined Iran’s will to reach a “good, lasting,
and strong deal,” according to the Iranian
Foreign Ministry. “During the process of
drafting the response of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, acceleration and facilitation of
concluding the talks were taken into account,”
Amir Abdollahian said.

The details of the Iranian response are
still unknown but Iranian media said Iran
is unlikely to budge on its demand that the
IAEA close its probe into Iran’s past nuclear
activity. Nour News, a website linked to
Iran’s Supreme National Security Council,
underlined the need for strong guarantees
and the closure of safeguards issues.

“A deal lacking strong guarantees and
failing to end politically motivated safeguards
allegations will certainly not be a lasting and
reliable one. Therefore, there is no reason for
Tehran to join it,” Nour News said.



Adyvisor: Iran will be
patient to reach conclusion
in JCPOA revival talks

TEHRAN— Inaseriesoftweets
on Sunday, Seyyed Mohammad
Marandi, the advisor to the
Iranian negotiating team shed
light on Iran’s response to the
United States’ amendments
to the EU proposal intended to
remove the sanctions on Iran.

Marandi said that Iran will
be patient in order to reach the
desired conclusion of the Vienna
talks.

“Iran will be patient. The U.S.
under Obama systematically
violated the deal and under
Trump/Biden it  imposed
maximum  pressure against
innocent citizens. Hence, Iran
won't accept ambiguities or
loopholes in the text. Winter
is approaching and the EU is
facing a crippling energy crisis,”
he tweeted.

In another tweet on Saturday,
the advisor to the Iranian
negotiating team said, “The
US. domestic situation is a
key reason why a nuclear deal
has been allusive. While some
EU governments have already
asked Iran about oil as well as
natural gas exports, Biden is
fearful that foes will depict him
and certain allies as weak.”

Earlier on Friday, Marandi
told the Qatari-owned Al Araby
news television, “America must

repeat its past history, because
it was Washington that tore
up the JCPOA by violating its
commitments. Biden continues
Trump’s policy and we will not
allow the past to repeat itself”

In the Al Araby interview,
Marandi said if the American
government is honest, an
agreement can be reached
within two or three days.

The United States has
described the Iranian response
as “unconstructive”. But Iran
says the US. needs to make a
political decision in order for
Vienna talks to result in an

After a weeklong evaluation
of the US. response to earlier
Iranian views on the EU text
called “final,” Tehran submitted
its responses to Washington
via the EU coordinator for the
Vienna talks over reviving the
2015 nuclear deal.

The US. provided an early
assessment of the Iranian
response this time around,
describingitas unconstructive,
a position that has been
perceived in Tehran as lack of
seriousness on the part of the
us.

“The submitted text has a

the goal of finalizing the
negotiations,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman said of the Iranian
response.

In this regard, a phone
conversation took place
between Hossein Amir

Abdollahian and his Omani
counterpart on Friday during
which Iran’s foreign minister
emphasized that Tehran's
recent response to the EU text
was presented with the aim of
speeding up and facilitating the
conclusion of negotiations.

The conversation centered
around issues of mutual
interest, as well as talks to
revive the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, or the JCPOA.

While thanking Oman, Amir
Abdollahian briefed Busaidi
about the latest developments
related to the sanctions-
removal talks and the response
sent by Tehran to the European
coordinator on Thursday night.

In this conversation, Amir
Abdollahian emphasized Iran’s
will to achieve a good, stable
and strong agreement.

In the process of preparing
the Iranian response, speeding
up and facilitating the
conclusion of negotiations has
been considered, the Iranian

assure Iran that it will not

agreement.

constructive

approach  with

chief diplomat said.

Traveling to India: Juxtaposition of towers and slums

Frome Page1» After being away from India
for nine years, | couldn’t wait for the clock to
hit 5:30 and board the Emirates plane bound
for Dubai, followed by a connecting flight on
the same airline bound for New Delhi.

My colleagues were all nervous because it
was their first visit to India. They had various
legitimate concerns about the spicy Indian
cuisine (which | understand). | personally
enjoy spicy cuisine, but it takes some getting
used to, as well as the distinct Indian accent
when they begin speaking English. | did my
best to calm them down and advise them
to follow my lead and consume the meal
according to my instructions. That certainly
soothed some worries, but the fear of
encountering an ancient civilization like
India lingered.

When we arrived in New Delhi, we were
met cordially by two MEA officials who took
us to our hotel (Le Meridien), which was
located in a somewhat modern area of the
city called Janpath. Despite my cautions,
my friends were taken aback by New Delhi’s
hot and humid weather. When we got to the
streets, though, the weather didn’t bother
them as much as the honking of Indian
vehicles. They had scribbled “Blow Horn” on
the back of their vehicles, which quickly drew
the attention of the Iranian journalists.

We checked into the hotel and rested. |
went out to explore New Delhi (of course,
within the walking distance). When | got off
the street, what struck me the most was
that, despite the hotel’s location in a pretty
advanced area, there were people living in
slum dogs.

| was eager to learn about India and the
opportunities for establishing relationship
there. However, the humidity made it
impossible for me to walk that far, so |
returned to the hotel after taking a few
videos on my phone.

We went for dinner with our colleagues
and discussed our plans for the next day,
which included an off-the-record meeting
with the Indian Foreign Secretary, Mr. Vinay
Mohan Kwatra. Anxiety peaked the next
morning (Aug. 25), when we gathered in the
hotel lobby to meet Mr. Kwatra. We had no
idea what we were about to hear.

The meeting began with Mr. Arindam
Bagchi, the MEA's official spokesperson,
who greeted us warmly. The tension had
dissipated, and we were all looking forward
to meeting Mr. Foreign Secretary.

The meeting was flawless from start to
finish. He listened to our questions and
responded candidly. We all believe that
Iran-India relations can and should be
strengthened further.

However, several concerns were raised
immediately after | left the meeting. How

may India strengthen ties with Iran while
maintaining close ties with the Israeli
regime? The regime is assisting New
Delhi economically, technologically, and
intelligence-wise, and India would not give
that up in order to strengthen mutual ties
with Iran. Despite bringing it in multiple
sessions, this question has yet to be solved
in my mind.

From my perspective and observations,
the Israeli regime’s extensive collaborations
with India could negatively impact New
Delhi’s ties with Tehran. However, Indians
must be assured that Tehran can certainly
fill the possible vacuum for New Delhi.

We continued our busy schedule and ate
a quick lunch at the hotel before heading
to the National Institute of Disaster
Management (NIDM), an institute in
India that provides training and capacity
development programs for natural disaster
management.

Despite a cordial welcome and a
thorough presentation of their program,
my impression of the institution and its
programs was that they began to work
“when” the country is hit by a crisis. When
| asked them about the recent flood in
Himachal Pradesh, which killed 36 Indians,
| realized that the institute functions as
a “post-disaster management” institute,
which investigates the flaws that caused
the flood after it has hit the city or state,
which isn’t not always a bad thing, and
is sometimes even necessary. However,
despite one of its purposes being “flood
management,” which is plainly stated on
the 23rd slide of their presentation, | was
unable to determine whether the institute
provided tents or emergency aid packages
to flood victims.

When it comes to dealing with national
disasters, Iran can undoubtedly assist India.
In my opinion, the NIDM officials were eager
to collaborate with Iran, and the Indians’
enthusiasm should be conveyed to the
Iranians.

We left the NIDM and went to the Observer’s
Research Foundation (ORF) after seeing a
startling headline on their website. They had
made up a fictitious name for the Persian
Gulf. The article was published on August
24, the day we arrived in New Delhi. The ORF
officials knew we were about to visit their
headquarters, and publishing an article with
that headline guaranteed the think tank was
about to take a punitive stance. We convened
in the bus on our way to the ORF headquarters
to plan how to address the matter.

The MEA employees on the bus quickly
denied any culpability, arguing that the think
tank was independent and did not receive
orders from the MEA, and that we should

therefore raise the issue with them. We did
so, and the gathering quickly devolved into
a furious discussion. ORF authorities were
reluctant to retract or modify the article,
claiming that this is not an “institutionalized
position” and that they publish anything
their researcher considers acceptable. This
was obviously unacceptable to us, and they
encouraged us to “deal with it” and take the
matter to the Iranian Foreign Ministry if we
had deep feelings about it. Despite repeated
attempts to defuse tension, the meeting did
not end on a positive note.

Professor Harsh V Pant, the Vice President
of Studies and Foreign Policy at ORF, used
the fabricated phrase again and refused to
use the term Persian Gulf, which led me to
assume that the use of the fabricated name
in the headline was done on purpose and
was indeed an institutionalized viewpoint.
Despite being interrupted multiple times,
| told ORF officials about the Tehran Times’
official protest over the headline.

Following that unpleasant meeting, we
all returned to the hotel to prepare for Mr.
Bagchi’s dinner ceremony.

At 8:00 p.m., we proceeded down the
hall and met Mr. spokesman, as well as
numerous MEA interns and media people. |
had the wonderful opportunity to exchange
views with intelligent young Indians who
would soon be taking up positions in the
MEA. Isn’t it exciting?

| quickly came to a couple of conclusions
after exchanging a few words. The first
is that even mentioning Pakistan, India’s
-not-so-friendly-neighbor, is considered
“forbidden.” They refused to debate the
issue because they believed Pakistan
played no role in India’s foreign and internal
policy apparatus, which contradicted my
understanding of India.

The second insight | had was that the fate
of the Vienna talks and the renewal of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
was critical for Indian media personalities,
MEA staff, and MEA interns. As previously
mentioned, they were looking forward to
the lifting of banking sanctions on Iran in
order to invest in the potentially capable
country. Without a question, there was a
strong desire to invest in Iran. This was
particularly striking to me, because Iran
and India formed a Rial-Roupee mechanism
in 2014 to ease commerce and de-dollarize
their commercial relations.

However, Indians were endeavoring to
trade with Iran using international channels
such as SWIFT (The Society for Worldwide
Interbank Financial Telecommunication).
| was curious to learn why there is such a
desire to trade with Iran through SWIFT.
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Rezaei wins gold at
Canoe Sprint Junior

and U23 World
Championships

TEHRAN - Mohammadnabi Rezaei of Iran
claimed a gold medal at the Canoe Sprint
Junior and U23 World Championships on
Sunday.

He won the gold medal with a time of
23:30.40 minutes in the C1 Men 5000m
U23 Final A.

Noel Dominguez from Spain won the
silver medal, clocking 23:56.15 and the
bronze medal went to Hungarian Kristof
Kollar with 24:08.86.

The competition is being held in Szeged,
Hungary from Aug. 31to Sept. 4.

According to the organizers, the five-day
event brought more than 1100 participants
from more than 60 countries worldwide
together.

Taremi scores
as Porto beat
Gil Vicente

TEHRAN - FC Porto got back to winning
ways in Barcelos with a 2-0 victory against
Gil Vicente.

Mehdi Taremi produced a perfect half-
volley in the 41st minute and Galeno made the
scoreboard 2-0 on the stroke of halftime.

Porto sit third in the table after five weeks,
three points behind Benfica.

The Dragons comfortably closed the game
out, gaining confidence before their trip to
Spain where they face Atletico Madrid in the
Champions League.

Iranians win four
medals at Karate-1
Premier League

TEHRAN - Iranian athletes claimed two
silver and two bronze medals in the 2022
Karate 1-Premier League on Sunday.

In the Female Kumite under-50kg category,
Yorgelis Salazar of Venezuela won the gold
medal after beating her Iranian rival Sara
Bahmanyar 5-0 in the final match.

Bahman Asgari Ghoncheh also seized a
silver medal after being defeated by Nurkanat
Azhikanov of Kazakhstan 3-2 in the final
match of the Male Kumite under-75kg.

Zabiollah Poorshab and Taravat Khaksar
also claimed two bronze medals at the event.

Poorshab wonthe bronze medal in the Male
Kumite -84 Kg, while Khaksar collected a
bronze in the Female Kumite -55 Kg.

The competition brought a total of 350
athletes from 58 countries in Baku, Azerbaijan
from Sept. 2 to 4.

Female Iranian
football manager
joins FIFA

TEHRAN - Paria Shahriari, who headed the
Beach Soccer Committee at the Iran Football
Federation, officially joined the International
Federation of Association Football, FIFA.

Shahriari is beginning her career as the
first Iranian female manager at the world’s
football governing body after she served at
the country’s Beach Soccer Committee for
19 years.

On Saturday, Iran’s Football Federation
issued a message, congratulating Shahriari
on her new job.

The federation honored Shahriari for her
sincere efforts over the past years, saying
members are proud that she, as an Iranian,
has joined FIFA.

The federation wished its former member
success in her new career.
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Iran to part company
with handball coach
Puche Diaz

TEHRAN - Iran Handball Federation will part ways
with Spanish coach Montserrat Puche Diaz.

Puche Diaz was named as head coach of Iran’s
women’s handball team in July and led the Team
in the 2021 Solidarity Games.

Iran failed to win a medal following the poor
performance in the Games.

The federation will reportedly part company
with her and Masoud Zohrabi will be appointed
as head coach.

The Iranian women team will participate
in the 2022 Asian Women's Handball
Championship in November, where they have
been drawn in Group A along with Republic of
Korea, Uzbekistan, India and Australia.

Behnam Yakhchali
leaves Syntainics MBC

TEHRAN - Iran international guard Behnam
Yakhchali parted company with Bundesliga
basketball club Syntainics MBC.

The 27-year-old player joined MBC Syntainics
from Rostock Seawolves in June 2021.

Yakhchali has represented Iran in two World
Cups (2014 in Spain and 2019 in China).

American basketball player Kristopher “Kris”
Joshon Clyburn has replaced Yakhchali in the
German side.

Zahedi scores in
Puskas Akademia
draw with Vasas SC

TEHRAN - Vasas FC played out a 1-1 draw at
home with Puskas Academy in the 7th round of
the Hungarian NB | league.

In the 28th minute, Géresi provided to
Filip Holender who unleashed a shot into the
upper right corner to take the lead at home.

Vasas maintained the 1-O lead into the
halftime break.

The visitors came back into the game and
equalized in the 56th minute.

Puskas Akadémia played a nice counterattack,
Baluta headed Kiss’s pass back to Zahedi, who
shot from close range into the top right corner
to make it 1-1.

Jahanbakhsh assists
as Feyenoord
recover against Go
Ahead Eagles

TEHRAN - Feyenoord came from 2-0 down to
defeat Go Ahead Eagles 4-3 in an entertaining clash.

Go Ahead Eagles stunned their visitors with
a swift start that saw them lead 2-0 within the
first fifteen minutes. Patrik Walemark put the
ball into his own net in the third minute, before
Isac Lidberg nodded in a Bobby Adekanye cross.

It could have been 3-0 for the hosts but Bas
Kuipers fired his strike into the side netting. Just after
that chance, Feyenoord pulled one back with Danilo
finishing into far corner after good work by Walemark.

The hosts still created chances but before the
break, their misses were punished as Danilo headed
in a Walemark cross to make it 2-2. Orkun Kokcu
almost made it 3-2 in first half stoppage time but
his free kick was tipped onto the post.

Ten minutes into the second half, Javairo Dilrosun
fired a hard shot low into the net to make it 3-2 to
Feyenoord.

Sebastian Szymanskithen extended the Feyenoord
lead after receiving a pass from Jahanbakhsh and
unleashing an excellent strike into the top corner.

Go Ahead Eagles pulled one back in extra time
through Oliver Edvarsden but that was nothing
but a consolation.

Feyenoord are now second and they will prepare
for the clash with Lazio on Thursday. Go Ahead Eagles
remain without a point from their opening five games.
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39 road construction projects to go
operational by late Sep.

The managing director of
Construction and Development of Transportation
Infrastructures Company (CDTIC) said on Sunday
that 39 road construction projects are going to
be inaugurated across the country by the end of
the sixth Iranian calendar month of Shahrivar
(September 22), IRIB reported.

TEHRAN -

According to Kheirollah Khademi, the
mentioned projects will be put into operation
in various provinces including Mazandaran,
Kerman, Khorasan Razavi, Khuzestan, Ardabil,
Zanjan, Fars, Hamedan, Sistan-Baluchistan, Ilam,
Gilan, Tehran, and South Khorasan.

The official noted that the inauguration of
the mentioned projects is going to reduce road
accidents by 70 percent because turning roads
into four-lane highways will eliminate many

transport-related risk factors.

“Regarding the development of the country’s
transportation infrastructure, both in the
railway and in the freeway and highway sectors,
some good measures have been taken in the
past year; some projects were put into operation
so far and some will be ready for operation by
the end of Shahrivar,” Khademi said.

He stated that over the past year, 129
kilometers (km) of freeways have been
constructed across the country which will
hopefully be put into operation by yearend
(March 20, 2023).

Pointing out that in the highway sector, about
551 km of highways and 184 km of main roads
have been constructed, the CDTIC head said that
more than 237 kilometers of the mentioned
highways and main roads will go operational in
16 provinces by late September.

According to the official, over 49.52 trillion
rials (about $172.9 million) has been invested to
construct the said 237 km of roads.

Iranian Transport and Urban Development
Ministry managed to add 440 km of freeways
and 1,200 km of highways to the country’s road
network in the previous Iranian calendar year
(ended on March 20).

TEDPIX gains 7 points on Sunday

TEHRAN-TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), gained seven points on Sunday.

The index closed at 1.426 million points, as over
4,007 billion securities worth 24.457 trillion rials
(about $87.346 million) were traded at the TSE.

The first market's index fell 681 points, but the
second market’s index rose 2,080 points.

TEDPIX fell 2,996 points (0.21 percent) to 1.439
million in the past Iranian calendar week (ended on
Friday).

As reported, 29.571 billion securities worth
226.63 trillion rials (about $810 million) were
traded through 725.671 deals at the TSE in the past
week.

The number and value of traded securities
dropped 9.11 percent and 1.26 percent, respectively,
and the number of deals fell 1.01 percent in the past
week from the preceding week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges,
the other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Senior stock market analyst, Ashkan Zoudfekr,
believes government must support the stock
market against other parallel competitors like
money and property markets.

“Considering the fact that the capital market

Commodities worth over $485m traded at IME in a week

provides liquidity and dynamism to the economy,
and is a useful and active part of the country’s
economic development, strengthening it should
become a priority for the government,” Zoudfekr
said.

Stating that lack of sufficient attention and
determination by the government to regulate and
supervise speculative markets has caused liquidity
to be guided to such markets and become idle and
unproductive.

The expert further stressed that the government
needs to formulatea specific strategy for the capital
market to be followed by other institutions. He
noted that the representatives of Stock Exchange
Organization (SEO) should be actively collaborating
with the country’s legislative and decision-making
institutions to improve the market’s condition.

“Despite the excellent reports of the companies
in spring, these days we are witnessing a significant
outflow of resources from the market” he
regretted, adding: “By implementing a calculated
and specific strategy, which is adhered by all the
economic institutions, it is possible to achieve the
goals set for the stock market in the shortest time.”

Iranian stock market has been struggling for
months to get back on track, however various
internal and external factors have been hindering
this market from reaching its true potential.

TPO holds workshop to explore
ways of expandmg trade with Africa

From page 1 » and creating
infrastructure are among the
main missions of the Trade
Promotion Organization of Iran
to establish more economic
and trade interactions between
Iran and the target countries in
Africa.

“In order to better inform the
businessmen of our country
about the trade situation in
target countries, we have already
held several  conferences’
Qanadzadeh said.

Further in the meeting,
Uganda’s Ambassador to
Tehran Kisambira underlined
his country’s free trade status,
saying that Uganda has important

advantages for investors.

The  ambassador  pointed
out that his country has wide
access to international markets
and commercial companies can

benefit from this advantage to
expand their imports and exports.

“Companies that are eager to
invest in the field of agriculture
can also use suitable and cheap
farmland to produce and export
all kinds of fruits and foodstuff
he said.

The official
establishing a

suggested
barter trade

mechanism between Iran and
Uganda to facilitate trade
transactions and to remove
potential banking barriers.

“To solve the currency
problems, the two countries
can benefit from a barter
trade mechanism in their trade
exchanges,” Kisambira said.

He also emphasized Iran’s

advantages in the field of
pharmaceuticals and medical
services, saying: “lran s

considered one of the region’s
top drug-producing countries in
terms of quality, and in Uganda,
only Indian companies can
compete with Iranian products, so
Iranian companies can easily take
over the pharmaceutical market.”

The official further stressed
the strategic location of Uganda
in the African continent as a
gateway to enter the entire East
African market, as an important
advantage for investors and
emphasized:  “investment in
the field of tourism, due to the
presence of protected parks and
beautiful tourist areas, can also
be an interesting area for Iranian
companies. Also, investing in the
construction sector is considered
a suitable investment in Uganda
for Iranian companies.”

1b tons of new copper reserves discovered in Iran

TEHRAN - The managing director of National
Iranian Copper Industries Company (NICIC) has
announced the discovery of one billion tons of
new copper reserves in Iran, IRIB reported.

NICIC carried out 28,000 meters of deep
drilling to identify new copper reserves in East
Azarbaijan’s Sungun copper mine which resulted
in the discovery of one billion tons of new
reserves, Ali Rostami said on Sunday.

According to Rostami, with the discovery
of the mentioned reserves, the total in-place
reserves of the mentioned mine have increased
from four billion to over five billion tons.

He put the value of the discovered reserves
at over $50 billion, saying that the company
is taking the necessary measures to begin
executing development operations in the said
mine.

Rostami stated that with the identification

of these new reserves, the resources of Sungun
mine have grown by more than 25 percent,
adding: “A one-billion-ton increase in resources
is unique in its kind and is considered a huge
discovery, although estimates show that the
mine’s reserves may be even more than what we
have already discovered.”

Back in April 2021, NICIC’s former Managing
Director  Ardeshir ~ Sa'd-Mohammadi  had
announced the discovery of yet another one
billion of new copper reserves across the country.

The official put the country’s total copper
reserves at 40 billion tons, saying that Iran currently
has the world’s seventh-largest copper reserves.

Having 81 different types of minerals, Iran is
one of the top 10 mineral-rich countries across
the globe. In this regard, the Iranian government
has been seriously pursuing several programs
for promoting the mining sector as a major

contributor to the country’s economic growth.

The total proven reserves of Iran’s mines are
estimated at about 60 billion tons, which is
expected to reach more than 100 billion tons
with the implementation of the Industry, Mining,
and Trade Ministry’s exploration programs over
500,000 square kilometers of new mineral
zones.

Iran, Mongolia set to expand economic ties

TEHRAN - An lIranian Trade
delegation headed by the country’s
Deputy Industry, Mining, and
Trade Minister Mohammad-Mehdi
Baradaran has visited Mongolia to
pursue expansion of economic ties
with the country.

The delegation was received
by the country’s Foreign Minister
Battsetseg Batmunkh on Saturday,
IRIB reported.

In  this meeting, Batmunkh
stated that the arrival of the Iranian
delegation to Mongolia can be
considered the biggest diplomatic
step for the expansion of mutual
economic relations over the past
40 years.

Deputy Industry, Mining, and
Trade Minister Mohammad-Mehdi
Baradaran (2nd L) and Mongo-
lia’s Foreign Minister Battsetseg
Batmunkh (C)

“We hope that trade relations
between the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Mongolia will increase,’
she added.

During the meeting, the Iranian
delegation conveyed the message
of Foreign Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian  inviting  his
Mongolian counterpart to visit
Tehran.

In the three-day visit to the East
Asian country, the delegates held
talks with other officials as well,
exploring ways to develop relations
between the two countries and
pave ground for Iran’s private
sector’s cooperation in Mongolian
urban projects.

They also  signed three
memorandums of understanding
with the Ulaanbaatar Chamber of
Commerce, which was another goal

of the trip.

Also, in a meeting held with the
mayor of Alpato and the head of the
local government of Ulan Bator, it
was decided that the private sector
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
should cooperate with this region
in urban economic projects and
provide engineering services.

The Iranian delegation also
discussed importing meat from
Mongolia and reached positive
agreements in this regard.

The trip to Mongolia has been
carried out in line with policies
of President Ebrahim Raisi’s
administration to boost relations
with different countries.

Products worth nearly $177m exported
from Kerman provmce in 5 months

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian
calendar week (ended on Friday),
2.056 million tons of commodities
worth more than $485 million were
traded at Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME).

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Affairs
Department, the exchange traded on
its metals and minerals trading floor
1.669 million tons of commodities
valued at almost $279 million.

Commodities sold on this floor
included 1,035,636 tons of cement,
270,000 tons of iron ore, 268,573
tons of steel, 76,000 tons of sponge
iron, 8,875 tons of zinc, 5,850 tons of
aluminum, 4,570 tons of copper, 200
tons of molybdenum concentrate, 39
tons of precious metals concentrate,
27 ke of gold bars and 481 Haima
SUV automobiles.

Furthermore, the IME saw on both
domestic and export pits of its oil
and petrochemical trading floor
384,905 tons of commodities worth
nearly $204 million.

The IME's customers purchased
on this floor 92,276 tons of
polymeric products, 93,000 tons of
vacuum bottom, 38,000 tons of lube

cut, 34,058 tons of chemicals, 11,700
tons of sulfur, 3,948 tons of base oil,
340 tons of insulation and 110,295
tons of bitumen.

Last but not least was the IME's
side market with 1752 tons of
commodities traded on it.

As previously reported, 10.311
million tons of commodities worth
§2.2 billion were traded at Iran
Mercantile Exchange during the
past Iranian calendar month Mordad
(ended on August 22).

The exchange traded on both
domestic and export rings of its
oil and petrochemical trading floor
1.827 million tons of commodities
valued at more than $864 million.

The IME’s customers purchased
on this floor 547,600 tons of vacuum
bottom, 532,275 tons of bitumen,
321,756 tons of polymeric products,

149,500 tons of lube cut, 134,590
tons of chemicals, 110,125 tons of
sulfur, 22,017 tons of oil, 2,000
tons of slops wax and 1,300 tons of
insulation.

Furthermore, the  exchange
saw trade of 8.443 million tons of
commodities worth more than $1.4
billion on its metals and minerals
trading floor.

[tems traded on this floor included
4,231,000 tons of cement, 1,253,000
tons of steel, 2,374,000 tons of
iron ore, 371,500 tons of sponge
iron, 46,555 tons of aluminum,
114,875 tons of zinc, 25,701 tons of
copper, 730 tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 500 tons of coke, 60
tons of precious metals concentrate,
91 kg of gold bars and 600 dignity
and fidelity SUV automobiles.

The IME also traded within the

month 40,997 tons of commodities
on its side market.

The value of trades at Iran
Mercantile Exchange rose 102
percent, and the volume of trades at
the exchange increased 128 percent
in the past Iranian calendar year
1400 (ended on March 20), which
was the highest level of growth in
the history of the exchange since its
establishment.

Statistical data show that in the
past year, in addition to new records
in the volume and value of trades
of different products, 10 major
records in total value and physical
market trades were registered. In
a way that besides the total value
of trades, the volume and value of
physical market trades, the volume,
and value of industrial products and
petrochemicals trades, the value of
oil products trades and the volume
and value of side market trades all
hit records.

IME is one of the four major stock
markets of Iran, the other three
markets are Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE), Iran’s  over-the-counter
(OTC) market known also as Iran
Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX).

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial official,
118,310 tons of non-oil goods valued at $176.983
million were exported from Kerman province
in the first five months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-August 22).

Mohammad Samarrokhi, the acting head of the
province’s customs department, said that export
from the province has fallen in the five-month
period of this year from that of the previous year.

He further announced that 49,933 tons of
commodities worth $988.214 million were
imported to the province in the first five months
of this year, indicating 400 percent and 80
percent growth in terms of value and weight,
respectively, year on year.

As previously announced by the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), the value of Iran’s non-oil exports
reached $20.924 billion in the first five months
of the current Iranian calendar year, up 21
percent compared to the last year’s same period.

According to Alireza Moghadasi, Iran exported
44 million tons of non-oil commodities in the
mentioned five months which was 3.5 percent
less than the figure for the previous year’s same
period, IRNA reported.

Meanwhile, some 14 million tons of goods
valued at $21.665 billion were imported into the
country, indicating a 19-percent rise in terms
of value compared to the last year's same time

span, he said.

The weight of the imported goods declined by
8.5 percent, year on year, the official added.

In total, the Islamic Republic traded about 58
million tons of non-oil goods worth $42.589
billion with its trade partners in the first five
months of the current Iranian calendar year, up
about 23 percent in terms of value.

Iran’s top export destinations during this
period were China, Irag, United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Turkey, and India, according to Moghadasi.

Liquid propane, methanol, liquefied natural
gas, polyethylene, iron, and steel ingots were
among the top exported items in the said five
months.

The country’s top five sources of imports
during these five months were the UAE, China,
Turkey, India, and Russia.



Four sides benefit from W15 AR
unstable lraq

When the residents of Baghdad
and Basra saw an all too familiar site
last week, wiser heads prevailed and
the scenes of violence in two of Irag’s
largest cities gave way to peace.

Everyone knows very well how in-
security can take center stage and
then sweep across the nation. Over
the past three decades alone, there
has been a number of calamities that
form dark chapters in Iragi history.

The people have lived under a
dictator who ruled with an iron fist,
yet still enjoyed the support of the
West. More than one war has been
endured by the average Iragi family
during that time along with tough
and deadly U.S. sanctions. Then came
the American occupation and the
ugly side of that military presence,
an occupation that continues until
today with the exception of a breath-
ing space from 2011till 2014.

Even during the 2011till 2014 peri-
od, the huge American embassy, with
hundreds of U.S. troops guarding the
heavily fortified military complex,
occupied a large swathe of land in
the Iraqi capital as it does today.

With the American occupation
came terrorism and different terrorist
groups, most notably al-Qaeda in Irag
and heart-eating Daesh terrorists.

It's fair to say Iraq has foreign ene-
mies who are keen on not seeing this
country prosper. According to govern-
ment officials the biggest enemy that
appears determined to see this nation
mired in unrest is the United States.

Over the past 31 years, the US.
has been bombing, invading, killing,
sanctioning, starving, occupying and
conspiring on Iragq soil. American
troops have travelled some 7,000
miles to attack, invade and occupy
Iraqi land.

It is difficult to find somebody in
Baghdad that has anything nice to
say about the role of the US,, espe-
cially over the past three decades.
Nobody here forgets the support
Washington offered to the former
Iragi dictator, Saddam Hussein.

In 1991, when the U.S. sensed the
people in southern Iraq were about
to start an uprising against the for-
mer Iragi dictator, America egged
“the Iragi military” on “and the Iragi
people to take matters into their
own hands and force Saddam Hus-
sein, the dictator, to step aside”. This

is while warplanes dropped leaflets
calling on Iragis to “fill the streets
and alleys and bring down Saddam
Hussein and his aides.” The U.S. said
it would be safe as claimed to im-
pose a no-fly zone.

No assistance was sent and as lo-
cals revolted one of Saddam’s gen-
erals asked the US-led coalition for
permission to fly helicopters, including
armed gunships. As it turns out Wash-
ington was only interested in pro-
tecting its own troops on the Kuwaiti
border. Saddam’s slaughter kicked off
and with it hundreds of thousands of
civilians perished as American troops
looked on. One of the beneficiaries of
an unstable Iraq today is remnants of
the Baathist regime.

The US. then imposed sanctions
which, according to some interna-
tional estimates, starved an entire
nation, killed one and a half million
Iragis many of them children and
doubled the child mortality rate.

In 2003, the US. bombed and in-
vaded again, this time under the
guise of regime change. Very few
Iragis were interested in Saddam
staying, but no one wanted a dicta-
tor to be replaced with the United
States. As America found out when it
tried occupying the country.

It was now facing a popular armed
resistance and the actions of its mil-
itary in Abu Ghraib prison made the
occupation even more loathed until
it was forced to reluctantly withdraw
in 2071. But that didn’t stop the U.S.
again in 2014 from bombing and oc-
cupying Iragi land, this time under
the pretext of fighting Daesh.

Why does the U.S. keep returning
to a country where it is hated by the
locals and where it has no business

to be militarily present? Baghdad ac-

L

cuses the U.S. military together with
the American embassy of fomenting
sedition in the country.

America is widely accused of seek-
ing chaos and instability in a coun-
try where there is vast oil wealth,
enough for Iraq to be a strong coun-
try in West Asia.

This is something America ap-
pears afraid of. It needs Iraq to be
weak as a powerful Irag would no
doubt seek sovereignty and inde-
pendence away from the shadows
of its occupier. Baghdad has been
demanding US. forces leave the
country. Since 2020 Parliament, the
Prime Minister’s office and the peo-
ple have all demanded the U.S. pack
up and leave.

The U.S. is feeding on any fighting
and insecurity and is going to any
length to stir unrest. Instability is
something the Pentagon can use to
prolong its military activity in Iraq.

This explains why Washington has
played a big part in the country’s
power outages, an issue that trig-
gers anger and mass protests that
turn to unrest among Iragi people.

Without electricity, businesses are
failing to succeed, students cannot
study and the nation struggles to
develop. Not when the power is off
and the country plunged into the
dark.

In 1991, at least 11 of the 20 major
Iragi power stations were bombed
out of service by a U.S.-led coalition
while 119 substations were totally
destroyed and a further six major
power stations were damaged. In
2003 the US. hit the powers plants
again and then terrorists began

blowing up the infrastructure. In
2014, under the pretext of fight-
ing Daesh, more carpet bombing by
America damaged more stations.

Irag had a U.S-trained army that
collapsed to Daesh in 2014. The Pop-
ular Mobilization Units (PMU), volun-
teer forces answered the call of Aya-
tollah Ali al-Sistani in 2014 to help
fill the void and battle the terrorists.
The force received training, arms and
logistics from neighboring Iran.

The PMU proved effective and
Daesh was defeated in 2017; it's
terror activity in the country, region
and world took a heavy blow. The
PMU defied the predictions of some
American generals who expected
Daesh to rule for another ten years.
Nevertheless, an insecure Iraq will
serve Daesh to make a return.

Today when the US. government
and media refer to the PMU as Ira-
nian backed militias, it highlights the
arrogance and disinformation cam-
paign that Washington is waging.

The PMU liberated Iraqi soil, re-
ceives its paycheck from Baghdad
and answers to the Iragi command-
er in chief while trying to reinforce
Irag’s sovereignty. Naturally the
force would be opposed to the US.
occupation.

It is a vital part of the country’s
military; if the force is called to deal
with unrest, it's not Iranian backed
militias clashing as some Western
media tried to have their audiences
believe. Under the Iragi constitu-
tion the PMU obeys its orders from
Baghdad.

Peace and security in Iraq will ben-
efit and its people while Iran’s polit-
ical, economic and security interests
also depend on peace in its western
neighbor.

On the other hand, like the US,
a secure and unified Iraq does not
serve Israeli interests or the regime’s
plans of division in the region. As Iraq
works towards greater unity and im-
proved security, Israel has tried to
sabotage those efforts; with most of
its recent attempts coming through
the northern region of Iraq.

As America and Israel view Iraq as
too strategically important to leave
alone, both regimes will continue
to push for unrest to maintain their
presence and continue violating Iraqi
sovereignty.

How a tiny Pacific nation asserts its place between China and U.S.

The Solomon Islands has barred foreign navies from docking at its shores, showing it’s not

The United States can’t take a hint when it
comes to the Solomon Islands, which is as-
serting itself and its interests despite an ag-
gressive American diplomatic offensive, con-
jured purely on the intent of opposing China.

On Tuesday, the islands announced that
they would be temporarily prohibiting all
foreign navies from docking in their ports.
Whilst this includes everyone, most media
outlets reported it as explicitly targeting the
us.

That's because the U.S. has long flaunted
a strategy of global maritime hegemony by
saying it can essentially dock where it likes.

It is no surprise that Beijing was immedi-
ately deemed as the one to blame, as part of
an ongoing drama across the past year which
accuses China of ‘gaining influence’ in the is-
land country.

At the beginning of this year, China signed
a widely loathed (by Australia and the U.S.)
security deal with the Solomon Islands, which
went ahead despite excoriating pressure and
implicit threats by both countries not to do
S0.

The US. has upped the diplomatic ante
since then, announcing that its embassy
in the country will be reopened, creating a
group called ‘the Partners in the Blue Pacif-
ic’, and has tried to charm the islands by pre-
senting China as a threat, again and again.

But the Solomons are having none of it.
They are simply snubbing the US. overtures
repeatedly. The security deal was just the be-
ginning.

They have since takenout a loan with
Huawei to build telecommunications infra-

willing to be anyone’s ‘backyard’

structure, told a US. coast guard vessel last
week where to go, whilst their prime minister,
Manasseh Sogavare, also skipped an event
commemorating an important U.S. World War
[l victory in the islands earlier in August.

But the U.S. and its ally Australia pretend
not to get the point - they believe that the
Solomon Islands is their own rightful ‘back-
yard’ and maintain its recent moves are
merely a product of ‘malign’ influence exert-
ed by China. They frame themselves as the
benevolent overseers of the islands’ ‘true
interests’ who do so purely out of good will.

But the Solomons themselves disagree. In
their own view, they have been subjected to
centuries of uncontested Anglosphere dom-
inance, exploitation, and neglect, which first
saw them come under the British Crown,
and now the overlordship of Washington
and Canberra, who expect obedience to their
cause, but deliver nothing in return.

The Solomon Islands of course does not
vent hatred towards these countries, with
Sogavare expressing in a visit with Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese that “we
are all family” However, it does want to be a
strategically independent and autonomous

nation that is dominated by nobody. It doesn’t
want to be a ‘backyard’ any longer.

And because of that, China provides a huge
opportunity. Whilst the U.S. and its allies have
refused to invest in the development of the
Solomon Islands, the access to China’s mar-
kets and investment are a game-changer in
real terms for the country with a population
of just 686,878 people.

In doing so, the Solomon Islands is not
tilting towards a pro-China alignment (as
this position would be unwise given its cir-
cumstances) but is in fact tilting towards
non-alignment, that is, procuring benefits
from all sides whilst making it clear that the
country is not a mere stepping stone for re-
gional military hegemony.

The US. and Australia have long made de-
mands to the Solomon Islands that it will not
host a Chinese military base as part of the se-
curity deal. However, they should have fore-
seen this would work both ways. If China is
not allowed to have a military presence there,
why should others?

This is the way by which a tiny set of is-
lands marks its own independent position in
the Pacific Ocean and navigates the U.S.-Chi-
na conflict whilst ensuring it does not get
caught up in it as a mere pawn. With China’s
backing, America and Australia can no longer
take the Solomons for granted or simply walk
all over them.

This elevates the status, power, and impor-
tance of this country — whereas if China were
never on the scene, we would never so much
as hear of the country.

(Source: RT)
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Now Switzerland repositions as

WW3 combatant

from page1» “We are impressed by the way
you defend against the spread of neo-Nazism in
modern Europe, a cause consistent with our fun-
damental values”

That clearly reflects the Russian side. Each
viewpoint has its own set of assumptions. A neu-
tral stance would be to favor neither. But that is
not the course Switzerland has chosen. Our gov-
ernment has been acting in a way that suggests
partisanship, not neutrality.

Another example is the “Ukraine Recovery
Conference” convened by Presidents Cassis and
Zelensky. It was held in Lugano during July. Orga-
nizers report it was “attended by over 1000 peo-
ple, including 5 heads of state and government,
23 ministers and 16 deputy ministers.”

Unquestionably, Ukraine will require recovery
help at some point. But there is an implicit bias
here that is easily overlooked. It is that there
must be a winner and loser in the war, and that
Russia is the presumed loser. That rules out the
possibility of a mutually acceptable conclusion.
Instead it calls for the dominance of one side over
the other.

The president should take stock of the seri-
ousness of the situation. This is not anything
like a regional conflict in the Balkans. It is not
like the Baltic leaders’ fight to rid their countries
of remnants of the Soviet period. We are talking
about a conflict that frankly pits Russia against
the United States. They alone are preeminent nu-
clear superpowers with the capability for inflict-
ing widespread harm to the planet. The absence
of achieving a truly peaceful settlement over
Ukraine realistically could lead to the start of
World War IIl -- and given President Cassis’ bias,
Switzerland would likely be a combatant. Is that
where we want to be?

When the president lauded Ukraine for its fight
for peace, he was not being honest. Circumstanc-
es speak louder that he was talking about domi-
nance and not a peaceful resolution.

Advocating for dominance is not a neutral po-
sition. It is a dangerous one. Our president’s ac-
tions are not befitting of the Swiss heritage. He
should be protecting it, not destroying it.

A constructive posture for Switzerland would
be to invoke our dedication to neutrality and to
seek peace that is truly peaceful. That would be
the Swiss way of doing things.

But instead, under Cassis’ stewardship we
are seeing on our streets increasing numbers of
luxury cars bearing Ukraine registration plates:
BMWSs, Mercedes, Bentleys. One wonders how
many of their owners are now receiving status S
benefits from us.

A Switzerland true to its roots, with a return
to honest neutrality, could play a lynchpin role in
bringing the Ukraine war to a peaceful conclu-
sion.

Intensifying war is not the answer for ending
the war. Simply pouring more weaponry into
Ukraine is not the solution. Indeed, it is an esca-
latory action.

A truly peaceful solution must be found
through diplomacy, not by promoting more death
and destruction.

France and Germany jointly made a failed at-
tempt at a diplomatic advance. It is generally re-
ferred to as the Minsk Accords. They initially had
the appearance of success. Back when armed
conflict was still limited to the Donbass region,
Russia and Ukraine were brought to agreement
on a ceasefire and for the integration of the Don-
bass republics into Ukraine in a mutually satis-
factory way.

Both signatories, however, subsequently ac-

cused each other of refusing to implement the
agreement. In the end France and Germany ac-
complished nothing toward promoting compli-
ance.

In retrospect that should be no surprise. They
are both NATO members and are actively en-
gaged in supporting hostilities. If that is in their
interests, they either must be receiving some
benefit or their actions would be absolute mad-
ness.

Putting any NATO member in charge of resolv-
ing the Ukraine war is tantamount to the assign-
ing the proverbial fox to guard the henhouse or a
bank robber to guard a bank.

It is a job for a truly neutral country, one such
as defined in the Swiss constitution. That country
has a unique opportunity to play a pivotal role in
ending the war. But with our country’s new direc-
tion it is a lost opportunity. With stakes so high
in Ukraine, this represents a moral crime of the
highest order.

It is imperative that President Cassis take note
and change his direction. Here is my prescription
for Swiss change:

1. Abandon the NATO-leaning partisanship im-
mediately.

2. Withdraw support of war inspired sanc-
tions. Cassis has chosen to support the EU issued
sanctions, but not those of Russia. Neutrality
demands honoring the sanctions of neither side.

3. Recoil from any Swiss role that might involve
facilitating the provision of weapons for use in
the war.

4. Recognize that the ultimate decision makers
in the conflict are Russia and the United States.
It is readily apparent that NATO, the EU, and
Ukraine are largely marching to the beat of an
American drummer. Switzerland should seek to
open negotiations with the principals, Russia and
the United States, preferably hosted on Swiss
territory.

4. Host the renegotiation of the basic precepts
of the Minsk Accords, but this time with Russia
and the United States as principals. That would
mean achieving a cease fire and finding a mutu-
ally acceptable way of somehow incorporating
the Donbass republics into Ukraine.

5. Work toward addressing Russia’s publically
proclaimed security concerns vis-a-vis Ukraine,
including the exclusion from Ukrainian leader-
ship individuals who identify themselves, either
by words or actions, with neo-Nazi ideology.

6. Seek agreement from Russia for the conduct
of a Swiss-monitored referendum to affirm the
current status of Crimea.

The hour for Swiss action has struck. It is an
opportunity not to be missed in order to create
lasting peace. Switzerland can be an island for
peace once again in its rich history of mediation
between warring states.

For this to happen, Switzerland must resume
the role of neutrality. Only that will enable us to
play out our country’s unique strength on the
stage of international diplomacy.

| feel a special passion for this arising from a
historical family connection. My great grandun-
cle, Rudolf Minger, served as Swiss Federal Pres-
ident in the last century. He was a strong protec-
tor of our nation’s independence and neutrality.

Now it is high noon and any delay in acting will
increase the risk of further escalation. We are
amidst an already tense conflict beyond which
the world has never seen.

Peace must prevail over war. There are no two
ways about it. Swiss neutrality is the key for
success. | dearly hope that president Cassis will
grasp that.



TOURISM

SEPTEMBER 5, 2022

Straight Truth

From page1» Golab is used nationwide in
diverse traditional dishes to flavor them or
consumed as a religious perfume as well.

Iranians, who are mostly Shia Muslims, hold
special ceremonies during the first ten days of
the lunar month of Muharram to commemorate
the martyrdom anniversary of Imam Hussein
(AS), the grandson of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and his 72 loyal companions.

For Iranians, Ashura is a solemn day of
mourning, marked by various mourning rituals
and passion plays re-enacting the martyrdom.
Men and women, dressed in the black, parade
through the streets, slapping their chests and
chanting. Some people seek to emulate the

Iranian village, passers-by relish free
rosewater in Muharram remembrance

themselves with chains in a symbolic act.

Religious ceremonies in Iran more than
often include food offerings, whether they are
held at public venues like mosques or private
residences. These communal gatherings are also
a kind of forum where friends, acquaintances,
and neighbors meet over food that is served
after the ceremonies.

During Muharram, every village, township,
city, or metropolis is abuzz with preparation for
food offerings known as Nazri, the processions
of which are usually sponsored by wealthy
benefactors.

Ancient mudbrick minaret restored
as routine maintenance

e
TEHRAN-A team of cultural heritage
experts has finished work to restore and
strengthen the sole minaret of an ancient

mosque that stands tall in the heart of Iran.

“It was the second phase of restoration
conducted as routine maintenance on the
minaret of the Jameh Mosque of Natanz
CHTN quoted Natanz’s tourism chief as saying
on Sunday.

“Restoration, reconstruction and
strengthening of the damaged parts of
the minaret, especially the strapping and
replacement of the worn tiles and bricks of the
middle body, finished today”

Over time, the materials used in the
historical building are subject to wear and
tear, and it is necessary to be restored every
20 years, especially the parts that are most at
risk of erosion and falling and get damaged,
the official explained.

Fortunately, the Jameh Mosque of Natanz
enjoys such continuity of restoration, he
concluded.

The Great Mosque of Natanz is located on

a site occupied since the Buyid period (tenth/
fourth century AH). In the fourteenth/eighth
century AH it took the form it does today,
growing into a complex that included the tomb
of alocal Sufi Sheikh named ‘Abd al-Samad Al-
Isfahani, as well as a Khangah.

Today the mosque complex contains a
four-iwan mosque, an octagonal sanctuary, a
minaret, and amosque from the 1930s fronted
by a fourteenth-century Khangah portal.

According to Archnet, the organization of
these structures at varying angles and on
multiple floor levels reflects the difficulty with
which they were inserted into the existing
built context. The much-admired southern
facade of colorful glazed tile, terracotta, and
stucco bends slightly to bring together the
four constituent structures that lie behind,
creating a harmonious exterior appearance.

On its southwestern facade, the iwan
contains a mihrab and opens through its back
onto an octagonal sanctuary, and on its east
side to a covered prayer hall. Restoration
during the 1970s revealed that this octagonal
sanctuary predates the courtyard mosque and
was originally a freestanding Buyid pavilion
from 999 CE/389 AH.

The terms “Jameh Mosque”, “Masjed-e
Jameh” and “Friday Mosque” are used in
Iran for a grand communal mosque where
mandatory Friday prayers are performed: the
phrase is used in other Muslim countries but
only in Iran does it designate this purpose.

Tus to be prepared for possible UNESCO
registration, deputy tourism minister says

TEHRAN-The ancient city of
Tus, where the illustrious Persian
poet Ferdowsi is laid to rest, will
be nominated for a UNESCO World
Heritage status, the deputy tourism
minister has said.

“We will take a big step for
the global registration of the
historical city of Tus and Ferdowsi’s
mausoleum.. Of course, some
preparations have been made, and
we must carry out field measures,”
CHTN quoted Ali Darabi as saying
on Sunday.

Moreover, comprehensive
plans are to be formulated to help
revive the previous spender of the
ancient town through the close
collaboration of the local officials
and experts, the official stated.

He made the remarks during

his visit to the northeastern town,
adding: “We are determined to take
a big step for the global registration
of Tus”

Located near the provincial
capital of Mashhad, which is one of
the top tourist attractions of the
country, Tus has been the birthplace

of some important cultural and
scientific Iranian figures in the past
centuries.

The city was captured by
Alexander the Great in c. 330 BC
and it was destroyed once during
the Mongol invasion, and again
by the Timurids, and many of its

people were killed.

Tusis famed as a cultural hub and
is home to many national figures.
Ferdowsi is a world-renowned
poet whose mythical poems are
translated into various languages.
Many Iranians regard Ferdowsi as
the greatest of their poets. Down
through the centuries they have
continued to read and listen to
recitations from his masterwork,
the Shahnameh.

Al-Ghazali was another figure
who emerged from that area. He
wasatheologian, jurist, philosopher,
and mystic. Other notable residents
of Tus include the early polymath
Jabir ibn Hayyan, poet Asadi Tusi;
polymath Nasser al-Din Tusi and
the prominent Islamic scholar Abu
Jafar Tusi.

TEHRAN-On the occasion of the national day
of the resistance to British colonialism, a tour
dedicated to the history of resistance in the
southwestern Bushehr province was held on
Saturday, a local tourism official has said.

The tour, which was the first of its kind,
focused on the Bushehr’s role in the fight against
colonialism and its people’s resistance to British
colonialism, Vahid Jamali said on Sunday.

During the tour, the guides also gave an
overview of Rais Ali Delvari, a national hero
who organized popular resistance against
the British troops which invaded Iran in 1915,
the official added.

One of Bushehr’'s tourism capabilities is
resistance tourism, and efforts are being made
to make the most of the opportunity, he noted.

To develop this branch of tourism in the
region, the province’s tourism authorities plan
to identify its positive aspects, strengthen them,
and also provide a suitable solution to resolve
any shortcomings in this regard, he mentioned.

Rais Ali Delvari, whose martyrdom
anniversary is celebrated as the national
day of resistance on Shahrivar 12 (which fell
on September 3 this year), was born in 1882
in Delvar, a small village in Bushehr. He was
martyred in 1915 at the age of 33 in a fierce
clash with British aggressors in Bushehr.

Though Persia (Iran) declared the state of

neutrality in World War |, it became divided into
northern and southern spheres of influence
under the Anglo-Russian Treaty of 1907 as the
country was deemed a great source of interest
due to its significant oil reserve and strategic
geography.

The treaty, however, was widely viewed
by Iranians as having made the nation into
nothing more than a British and Russian
protectorate, so countless local uprisings
occurred against the British and Russian
forces from the north to the south.

In northern Iran, the Jangal Movement of Gilan
was the main indigenous resistance against
the foreign occupiers, and in southern parts,
Tangistani amongst other tribes constituted the
main resisting power against the British Empire.

On the eve of World War I, Germany
established the Intelligence Bureau for the East
forthe Central Powers, intending to promote and
sustain anti-colonial movements and nationalist
agitations in British India, Persia, and Egypt.
Wilhelm Wassmuss led the bureau’s operations
in Persia, seeking the goal to free Persia from the
Allied Powers’ influence and creating a wedge
between Russia and the British forces.

That was the time when Delvari with the
help of Wassmuss was formulating a general
Anti-British uprising in Iran. The Iranian hero
was, ultimately, killed by Anglo-Indian forces
following months of bloody clashes.

With over 6,000 years of historyand significant
monuments from the Elamite, Achaemenid,
Parthian, and Sassanid eras, Bushehr is one of
Iran’s most important historical centers.

Besidesiits cultural heritage, beautiful beaches
and lush palm groves make it an attractive
destination for world travelers.

The historical and architectural monuments of
Bushehr include Islamic buildings like mosques
and praying centers, mansions, old towers,
castles, as well as gardens.

When it comes to cultural attractions,
there are many historical mounds in Bushehr
including Tall-e Khandag with Sassanid
architectural style, Tall-e Marv located near
an Achaemenid Palace, and Qajar era Malek
al-Tojar Mansion. Qajar era Kazeruni Mansion,
which has been inscribed on the World Heritage
List, is another attraction that world travelers
love to see among various ancient sites.

Qatar World Cup offers opportunity for tourism boost in southern Iran

TEHRAN-Having the Qatar
World Cup in a neighboring country
and its closeness to Iran can be a
good opportunity, especially for the
southern regions of the country.

There are more special conditions
in Bushehr province than in other
provinces since it is located in the
closest proximity to Qatar, with Dayyer
port in Bushehr being 160 kilometers
away from Qatar’s Al Ruwais port, the
province’s governor has said.

Due to the proximity of the two
countries, ports, Qatar can provide
part of its needs through Dayyer port
during the World Cup and the months
leading up to and after it, Mehr
quoted Ahmad Mohammadizadeh as
saying on Sunday.
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During the World Cup, spectators
and travelers can also travel by sea
and through Bushehr to Qatar, the
official added.

For a long time, Bushehr has had
commercial relations with Persian Gulf
countries, and now these relations should be
revived and expanded even further, he noted.

A number of plans and measures
have been made in Bushehr to take
advantage of the World Cup in Qatar,
including strengthening the port
infrastructure, he stated.

Back in May, the Iranian Cultural
Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts
Minister Ezzatollah Zarghami and
Qatar’s Minister of Culture and Sports
Abdulrahman bin Hamad bin Jassim

bin Hamad Al-Thani met in Tehran,
exchanging views on how to facilitate
tourism during the World Cup.

The two countries discussed ways
to further deepen tourism, cultural
heritage, and handicraft ties by
taking advantage of the World Cup
opportunity in Qatar.

Zarghami suggested setting up a
committee to plan and coordinate
ideas and to make the most of the
World Cup’s capacity.

Zarghami also said that there are
nearly 300 Iranian handicrafts fields
and many of the items are culturally
quite close to Qatar, and classes can
be held to bring the Iranian artists’
experience to Qatari artists.

Back in April, the Iranian media
reported that the government mulled
over a visa simplification procedure
at the suggestion of its Foreign
Ministry to draw spectators from the
neighboring Qatar, which plays host
to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 in
November and December.

The Iranian government plans to
grant a free visa to citizens whose
national football teams qualify for the
2022 World Cup in Qatar for a one-time
or a two-time period with a validity
period of two months and a 30-day stay.

The minister said many people
are interested in visiting Iran
for its historical attractions and
ecotourism to name a few.
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TEHRAN-A  cultural heritage
laboratory in Kerman has restored
12 prehistorical objects, previously
recovered  from unauthorized
excavators in the southern Iranian
province.

“A  laboratory affiliated with
Kerman province’s cultural heritage
directorate has restored 12 metal
objects, which date from the third
millennium BC;” the deputy tourism
chief said on Sunday.

“Including  decorative needles,
ax heads, metal daggers, and
arrowheads, these historical objects
have been obtained from illegal
diggers and smugglers,” Mojtaba
Shafiei said.

“In addition, six coins dating back
to the Islamic period have been
restored,” the official said.

Taking about the magnificent Jiroft
archaeological site, which was once
a cradle of civilization, the official
added: “Pottery pieces discovered

in Jiroft excavations are also being
restored at the moment by cultural
heritage experts of the province”

“The majority of the restored
objects had been unearthed in
excavations carried out in different
cities of the province, especially
(near or in) the southern towns and
villages”

“Many of these historical objects
reveal the customs and (the way of)
thinking in the past so that putting
them on public shows may underpin
social identification” the official
explained.

The big and sprawling province
is something of a cultural melting
pot, blending various regional
cultures over time. It is also home
to rich tourist spots and historical
sites, including bazaars, mosques,
caravanserais, and ruins of ancient
urban areas. Kerman is bounded by
the provinces of Fars in the west, Yazd
in the north, South Khorasan in the
northeast, Sistan-Baluchestan in the

" Prehistorical objects, recovered from illegal diggers, restored

east, and Hormozgan in the south.
It includes the southern part of the
central Iranian desert, the Dasht-e
Lut.

Kerman (the capital city) was
probably initiated by the Sassanid king
Ardashir | (reigned 224-241 CE). Under
the Safavids, who took control in 1501,
it came to be known as Kerman and
was made the capital of the province.
The city was sacked by the Uzbeks in
1509 but was quickly rebuilt. Declining
Safavid power in the 17th and early
18th centuries allowed Kerman to
be attacked and occupied by Afghan
tribesmen in 1720.

From a wider point of view, and
based on archaeological evidence,
the first well-documented evidence
of human habitation is in deposits
from several excavated cave and
rock-shelter sites, located mainly
in the Zagros Mountains of western
Iran and dated to the Middle
Paleolithic or Mousterian times (c.
100,000 BC).



Revival of wetlands by
women, local communities

TEHRAN - The Department of
Environment (DOE), as a pioneer of
sustainable development in the coun-
try, has always tried to actualize the
capacity of women and local com-
munities to help preserve wetlands,
director of wetlands protection and
restoration office of the DOE, has said.

For many years, the DOE has tried
to elicit the participation of women
and establish effective communica-
tion with local communities to pre-
serve and revive the natural reserves,
Arezoo Ashrafizadeh said.

In this regard, the Marine Environ-
ment and Wetlands Affairs, in the form
of Iran’s Wetlands Protection Plan, has
set a pattern for people’s participation
in the restoration of Urmia Lake, she
noted.

A significant part of these mea-
sures, which started in 2013, was to
pay attention to sustainable liveli-
hoods in rural and nomadic areas, and
“diversification to livelihoods compat-
ible with wetland resources” in two
categories of “agricultural jobs” and
“non-agricultural jobs”

The goal of implementing this
project is to create and develop live-
lihoods compatible with wetland
resources, reduce the pressure on
natural resources, establish a sus-
tainable agriculture program for
wetlands, build the capacity of re-
gional stakeholder networks, partic-
ipate in local communities and man-
age sustainable agriculture.

It was planned to use the local ca-
pacities, especially the capacity of
women in 54 villages in the four prov-
inces of West Azarbaijan, East Azarbai-
jan, Fars, and Khuzestan, to preserve
wetlands. It showed that women and
locals are the most cooperative in
preserving the environment and wet-
lands.

Women and the environment are
the beating hearts of countries, but

unfortunately, they have been ne-
glected for many years, and perhaps
now is the best opportunity to com-
pensate for the past, considering the
country’s environmental conditions.

So, investing to empower women is
an indirect investment to preserve the
environment, as well as the education
and training of locals.

Ashrafizadeh considered the par-
ticipation of 76 percent of women in
specialized training workshops and
the participation of 66.5 percent of
women in environmental information
workshops in pilot villages as part of
the achievements of the DOE.

Wetlands’ importance

Wetlands are indispensable for
the countless benefits or “ecosystem
services” that they provide humanity,
ranging from freshwater supply, food
and building materials, and biodiver-
sity, to flood control, groundwater re-
charge, and climate change mitigation.

Yet study after study demonstrates
that wetland area and quality continue
to decline in most regions of the world.
As a result, the ecosystem services

that wetlands provide to people are
compromised.

Managing wetlands is a global
challenge and the Convention pres-
ently counts 172 countries as Con-
tracting Parties, which recognize
the value of having one international
treaty dedicated to a single ecosys-
tem.

The Ramsar Convention uses a
broad definition of wetlands. This
includes all lakes and rivers, under-
ground aquifers, swamps and marsh-
es, wet grasslands, peatlands, oases,
estuaries, deltas, tidal flats, man-
groves, and other coastal areas, coral
reefs, and all human-made sites such
as fish ponds, rice paddies, reservoirs,
and salt pans.

The Convention on Wetlands is an
intergovernmental treaty that pro-
vides the framework for the conser-
vation and wise use of wetlands and
their resources.

It was adopted in the Iranian city of
Ramsar in 1971 and came into force in
1975. Since then, almost 90% of UN
member states, from all the world’s

geographic regions, have acceded to
becoming “Contracting Parties”.

In Iran, 141 wetlands with ecolog-
ical value with an area of over 3 mil-
lion hectares have been identified, of
which 25 wetlands are designated
as wetlands of international im-
portance (registered in the Ramsar
Convention) covering more than 1.4
million hectares and four sites are
biosphere reserves.

The plan focuses
on the capacity
of women in 54
villages in four

provinces to
preserve wetlands.

Some 43 percent of the coun-
try's wetlands have the potential to
become a source of sand and dust
storms (SDSs), Sedigeh Modarres, an
official with the DOE, stated.

Knowledge-based firms to meet nuclear industry needs

TEHRAN - Knowledge-based companies
will respond to the needs of the country’s nu-
clear industry in a technological event.

The event will be held on September 21 with
the support of the Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology and the Radiation Application
Development Company.

Investment opportunities in various fields
of “Agriculture”, “Medicine and Health”, “In-
dustry”, “Environment”, “Security”, “Oil, Gas,
Petrochemical and Polymer”, “Exploration
and Mining” and “Water” will be discussed.

“Introduction of the latest investment op-

$4m budget allocated to promote
non-motorized transport

portunities in the nuclear field and the radi-
ation application industry”, “Identification of
obstacles and follow-up on solving the cur-
rent challenges facing the industries”, “Using
networking to solve the challenges by relying
on the power of knowledge-based compa-
nies” “ldentification and documentation of
facilitation tools in the coordination of large
industries and knowledge-based companies,
including legal advice, valuation, capital pro-
vision, etc. in the field of nuclear technology
and radiation application” are the goals of
this program.

Knowledge-based companies

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei designated the cur-

rent Iranian year as “The Year of Production:
Knowledge-Based and Job-Creating”.

Strengthening knowledge-based compa-
nies are on the agenda, raising hope for re-
ducing obstacles on the path to development.

The Leader has called on all Iranians, in-
cluding citizens and government officials, to
work hard to boost knowledge-based pro-

ENGLISH IN USE

Atotal budget of 170 billion rials (around $4 million) has been

allocated to promote bike lanes across the capital city of Teh-
ran, encouraging the residents to ride bicycles, Sakineh Ashrafi,
deputy mayor of Tehran for planning, urban development and

council affairs has said.

One of the main issues taken into consideration through the next
year’s budget bill, was development of non-motorized transpor-
tation, which focuses on active transportation and human pow-

duction and create new jobs.

So, over 7,000 knowledge-based and 1,600
creative companies have so far been regis-
tered and started operations.

The fields of biotechnology, agriculture,
food industries, chemical technologies aircraft
maintenance, steel, gas, pharmaceuticals,
medical equipment and medicine, oil, electron-
ics and telecommunications, information tech-
nology, and computer software are among the
sectors that researchers in technology compa-
nies have engaged in.

Today, the country’s knowledge-based eco-
system accounts for more than 3 percent of
GDP. And the figure is projected to reach 5 per-
cent, however, the main goal is to step toward
a 10 percent share in GDP, Vice President for
Science and Technology, Sourena Sattari told
Fars on February 13.

The share of knowledge-based companies
in the country’s economy has exceeded 9
quadrillion rials (about $34 billion), and since
2019, it has experienced a growth of more
than 450 percent, he stated.
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74% of Iranians vaccinated against COVID

TEHRAN - Some 74 percent of the popu-
lation have been vaccinated against corona-
virus, achieving stable immunity, head of the
medical system organization, Mohammad
Raeiszadeh, has said.

So far, 65.1 million people have received the
first dose, 58.3 million have been inoculated
with the second dose, and 30.8 million people
have injected the third dose and more, and
the total number of vaccines injected in the
country reached 154,270,560 million doses,
he explained.

Currently, people who have not been vac-
cinated have the highest risk of infection and
should get the first dose of vaccine as soon
as possible and then receive the second dose
amonth later, he lamented.

Iran among top 6 countries in COVID
control

Iran is among the world’s top six countries
in the fight against coronavirus, Health Min-
ister Bahram Einollahi said in August.

He went on to note that there were more
than 700 deaths in the country every day.
But with volunteer work and people’s sup-
port, vaccination was done quickly. Iran holds
the vaccination record per population in the
world, as the country injected 1,600,000 vac-
cines daily and 8,600,000 vaccines per week.

It has been announced that Iran is among
the top six countries in the world in con-

trolling the pandemic, despite the brutal
sanctions, he emphasized.

Referring to the capability of Iranian vac-
cine manufacturers, he said that some 50
million vaccine doses of COVID vaccine are
already stored and 6 vaccine production cen-
ters are operating in the country.

Next waves on the cards?

There is still the possibility that the eighth
or even subsequent waves of coronavirus hit
the country, but it highly depends on which
variant of the virus will emerge, Mostafa
Salehi Vaziri, head of the national laboratory
for COVID-19 at the Pasteur Institute of Iran,
has said.

The new strain of Omicron known as
BA2.75 has not yet been identified in Iran. At
present, the most available variant of COVID
in the country (more than 90%) is the BAS
strain, and in other parts of the world, the
BAS strain is the most widespread, he ex-
plained.

He went on to note that there is a possibil-
ity of the eighth or more waves of the corona,
but everything depends on what variant of
the virus will emerge, which is also affected
by other factors. Therefore, it cannot be said
that the seventh wave is the last one in Iran.

Masoud Younesian, an epidemiologist, also
warned that the Omicron variant may rise for
the third time in the country.

8 field hospitals, 2,000 medical teams
to serve Arbaeen pilgrims

From page 1 » monitor the health of the
environment, water, and food of the pilgrims
on the way.

The Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS)
dispatched a total of 44,000 rescuers and
medical staff to provide services for the Ar-
baeen pilgrims.

The Arbaeen pilgrimage, which is one of
the largest religious gatherings in the world,
comes 40 days after Ashura, the martyrdom
anniversary of Imam Hussein (AS), the third
Imam of Shia Muslims, and the grandson of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Each year, a huge crowd of people flocks to

Karbala, where the holy shrine of Imam Hussein
(AS) is located, to perform mourning rituals.

This year Arbaeen falls on September 17.

Before the outbreak of coronavirus, some 2
to 3 million Iranians attended annually in the
Arbaeen march. However, last year, the ritu-
als were held virtually to avoid the transmis-
sion of the disease.

k COVID-19 UPDATES ON SEPTEMBER 4

axwgi (613 60,deo VY jlacl Co guad
sl o @Lim S lgwds 290
Slygd 530l 5 6 b drwgi (5 3,40L 2 (yglae (B pil A S

@y kel by bk Ve g0 cogad 5l old o
Bl Cil o S (5 lawas 290 drug

b Sl azog 10 a5 Slegdge 5| S5 kbl s

ered transportation including walking and bicycling, she explained.

According to Tehran third development plan, biking as a green
transport has been taken into consideration in order to mit-
igate traffic congestion and air pollution, she further noted,

ISNA reported on Sunday.
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New cases

New deaths

Total cases

Total deaths

New hospitalized patients
Patients in critical condition
Total recovered patients

Diagnostic tests conducted

Doses of vaccine injected

1,163
48
7,533,087
143,995
265
867
7,307,292

53,848,363

154,316,827
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GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL AWAKENING

| appreciate an old man’s cautious opinion more than
the valor of a young man.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times»Noon:13:04  Evening: 19:48

Dawn: 5:12 (tomorrow) Sunrise: 6:38 (tomorrow)

Iranian calligraphy (khattati, khoshnevisi)

Part 14

Azhar Tabrizi, enjoyed the patronage of Ologh
Beg at Samarkand. Mir Ali Heravi, the greatest
master of nastaliq, spent sixteen years at the
court of the Uzbek ruler Obaydollah at Bukhara
and trained eminent pupils, for instance, Mahmud
Shehabi and Sayyed Ahmad Mashhadi, thereby
founding a school which remained influential for
half a century after him.

In Caucasia, the art of Perso-Arabic
calligraphy was pursued for many centuries, as
shown by preserved examples in manuscripts,
albums, and inscriptions on historic buildings
and tombstones of saints.

The available information about calligraphic
works of art preserved in Central Asia and
Caucasia is no doubt incomplete, but it is
sufficient to prove that calligraphy in various
scripts and  styles, strongly influenced by
Persian styles and teachers, was cultivated in
those regions for many centuries.

Inthe 20th century, afterthe Soviet government
had made the Cyrillic alphabet official in all
the republics of the Union, the Perso-Arabic
scripts and with them the traditional calligraphy
gradually fell out of use.

In recent decades, however, some editions of
Persian texts, handwritten and photographically
reproduced, have been published; the script
is generally an easily legible but clumsy and
inartistic nastalig.

Following is a list of some of the Central Asian
and Caucasian inscriptions, with their locations
and (Gregorian) dates:

Plain Kufic is found in the minaret at
Batarqurghan,  Uzbekistan, 1108-09; the
mausoleum of Khaja Ahmad Yasavi at Torkestan
(town), 14th century: the Gur-e Amir at
Samarkand, 1404 (both plain and maqeliKufic);
the minaret of the Masjed-e Mohammad (Seniq-
gal'a) at Baku, 1078; the mausoleum of Yusof ibn
Qosayyer at Nakhjavan, 1161-62; the mausoleum
of Mo'mena Khatun at Nakhjavan, 1186.

Ornamental Kufic is found on the portal of
the south mausoleum at Uzgand, 1186, and
the mausoleum of Shah Fazel at Safidbolan in
Kirghizstan, 12th century.

Iran: Graphic arts

Part1

Broadly speaking, graphic art and design
have a long history in Persia.

Their antecedents can be seen in graphic
motifs and patterns on ancient clay and
metal vessels, stone reliefs, seals, brickwork,
glazed tiles, plaster and wood carvings, cloths,
carpets, marquetry, miniature paintings,
calligraphy, and illumination of manuscripts.

. In the Qajar and Pahlavi periods

Modern development: Graphic art, in its
modern sense, gradually came into use with
the expansion of lithography and modern
typography in Persia in the second half of the
Qajar period (1779-1925).

Its later development may be roughly divided
into three overlapping periods: (1) from the
mid-Qajar period towards the end of Reza
Shah Pahlavi’s reign (1925-41); (2) from the
establishment of the Faculty of Fine Arts at the
University of Tehran in 1940 to the late 1960s;
(3) from the early 1970s to the present time.

1. In the earliest period, graphic designers
or illustrators were primarily professional

Nasta//q, by MirAli Heravi, Bukhara, ink and
opaque watercolor on paper, Harvard University
Art Museums.

Ma'qeli Kufic is found on the west wall of the
Namazgah at Bukhara, 12th century; the madrasa
of Abdollah Khan at Bukhara, 1588-90; both
domes of the mausoleum of Qazizada Rumi in
the Shahzenda at Samarkand, 15th century; the
octagonal minaret of the mosque of Bibi Khanom
at Samarkand, 1399-1404; the portal of the
madrasa of Ologh Beg at Samarkand, 1420; the
Telakari madrasa at Samarkand, 1646-60; the
Qarabaghlar village at Nakhjavan.

Thulth is found on the portals of the
mausoleum of Bayanqoli Khan at Bukhara,
1359; the portal of the madrasa of Ologh Beg at
Bukhara, 1417; the domes of the tomb chamber
and the south ayvan of the madrasa of Mir Arab
at Bukhara, 1535-36; the tombstone of Hakim
Termezi at Termez, 14th century; the portal
of the mausoleum of Shirin Beg Agha in the
Shahzenda at Samarkand, 1385; the mosque
and tomb of Tuman Agha in the upper courtyard
of the Shahzenda at Samarkand, early 15th
century; the facade of the main entrance of the
mosque of Bibi Khanom at Samarkand, 1399-
1404, and plinth of the facade of the same
mosque; the minaret of the mosque in the
palace complex of the Shervanshahs at Baku,
1441-42; and the minaret of the Masjed-e Jom'a
at Baku, 15th century.

Nastalig is found on the madrasa of Allahqoli
Khan at Khiva, 1835, and the madrasa of Amin
Khan at Khiva, 1852.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica
Concluded.

painters or drawers who did illustrative
graphic work as a sideline, consisting mainly
in illustrating some lithographic (and, later,
typographic) books and periodicals of those
time, and, later, in designing logos, commercial
posters, and the like.

They drew their inspiration mostly from
motifs in traditional Persian designs, and
sometimes from European models imported
through Russia, the Ottoman Empire, and India.

The principal illustrators and designers
of this period were: Mirza Abolhassan Khan
Ghaffari Sani al-Molk, who drew portraits for
the Ruznama-ye dawlat-e aliya-ye Iran, the
official journal of the Persian government;
Musa, Abu Torab Ghaffari, and Mosavver al-
Molk; illustrators of the periodicals Sharaf
and Sharafat; Hosseinqoli, working for the
periodical Adab, published in Mashhad; Alireza,
working for Jarchi-e mellat, Tehran; the
German artists Ruter and Schemerling, Azim
Azimzadeh Bakui, and Bahu, illustrating the
satirical journal Molla Nasr ad-Din, published
in Azeri Turkish in Thilisi, then in Tabriz and
finally in Baku.

Turkish scholar Ali Temizel
decorated with Iran’ S Shahrlar Medal

Frome Page 1 » The Turkish
expert on Persian literature
expressed his hope that an
expansion of academic ties
between Iran and Turkey would
help improve Persian learning in
Turkey.

On his part, Farazmand said,
“The Persian language is a key
component of Turkish culture,
which has spread in Anatolia
over the centuries, and learning
Farsi has been changed into a
movement that is increasingly
flourishing”

Alireza Danesh, Iranian cultural
attaché in Turkey, was also in
attendance at the ceremony.

He expressed his appreciation of
all Temizel's hard work to promote
Iranian poet Mohammad-Hossein
Behjat, best known by his pen
name Shahriar, in Turkey and said,
“Granting this cultural medal
to Professor Temizel should be
considered as an appreciation of
his long service in the spread of
the Persian language and culture
in Anatolia”

Yakup Safak, a professor at

Turkish scholar Ali Temizel (L) holds the Shahriar Medal after receiving the decoration from Ilranian
Ambassador Mohammad Farazmand (R) at the Embassy of Iran in Ankara.

Kirikkale University, was also
honored with an award for his
contributions to Persian literature
studies in Turkey.

In his recent studies, Safak has
focused on Persian mystic and
poet Molana Jalal ad-Din Rumi
and published several books and
articles in this field.

So far, twelve Turkish scholars

have been decorated by Iran with
Shahriar Medals.

The decoration has been named
after poet Shahriar, the most
prominent figure of contemporary
Persian literature.

He was mainly influenced by
the poetry of Hafez, a Persian poet
writing in the 14th century.

Shahriar, who also composed

works in Azerbaijani, published
his first book of poems in 1929
with prefaces by Persian literature
scholars Mohammad-Tagi Bahar,
Saeid Nafisi and Pejman Bakhtiari.

“Heidar Babaya
is  Shahriar's most famous
Azerbaijani  poetry  collection,
which highlights his birthplace, the
village of Heidar Baba.

Salam”

Iran’s Narges Abyar on Kazan film festival jury

TEHRAN - The Kazan International Muslim
Film Festival has picked Iranian director
Narges Abyar for its jury.

Abyar, director of acclaimed Iranian dramas
“Track 143” and “When the Moon Was Full”,
has been honored by several international
festivals and cultural centers.

Earlier in March, she was honored with
the Director Achievement Award at the
International Women Filmmakers Festival
2022 in Izmir, Turkey.

In 2020, she received the HUM Women
Leaders Award at the Governor’s House in
the Pakistani city of Karachi.

Her 2019 drama “When the Moon Was Full”
received the audience award at the 23rd
Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival in Estonia.

The Kazan festival jury also includes Hamid
Benamra from Algeria, Anara Kashaganova
from Kazakhstan, Amer Salmeen Al Murri
from the UAE, Haobam Paban Kumar from
India, lhsan Kabil from Turkey and Elham
Shahin from Egypt.

In addition, Russian filmmaker Valery
Fomin and the rector of Tatarstan’s Russian
Islamic University, Rafik Mukhametshin, will
join the jury of the 18th edition of the festival,
which will take place from September7to11in
the capital of Tatarstan, a semi-autonomous
region in southwest Russia.

Earlier in July, the Kazan festival announced
its official lineup.

The Iranian movies “Silent Glory”, “Boars”,
“No One Is Waiting for You” and “Nomad

Girl” will be competing in various sections
of the festival.

“Silent  Glory” directed by Nahid
Hassanzadeh will be screened in the feature
film competition.

In this film, 35-year-old Rohan agrees to
marry Mahi, an old man who had been the
village teacher for many years. Mahi is now
the caretaker of the village shrine in whose
healing power he does not believe. Rohan
begins her new life in a small room in the
shrine. She meets a young boy who has
taken refuge in the sanctuary of the shrine
to be healed. When the boy dies suddenly,
Rohan loses all her beliefs like her husbhand.
The fanatic villagers do not tolerate the
presence of two heathens in the shrine and
the village anymore.

Directed by Gholamreza Jafari, “Boars” will
be shown in the short film category.

It follows a man who marries a widow
whose late husband had passed away
abroad. However, villagers later tell him that
her husband is alive and back. The three have
found themselves in a dilemma.

“No One Is Waiting for You” and “Nomad
Girl” have been selected to be screened in the
documentary competition.

Directed by Mohsen Eslamzadeh, “No One
Is Waiting for You” is about Sepideh Alizadeh,
the director of a center for homeless women
in southern Tehran, and her assistant Mona
who once was one of the women supported
by the center. Now Mona and Sepideh want to
track the two children she left 28 years ago,

Director Narges Abyar in an undated photo.

however, they don’t have any trace of them.

“Nomad Girl”, a short documentary by
Ruhollah Akbari, follows the daughter of
one of the nomadic tribes, who, despite
all the problems caused by the traditions
and common beliefs about girls exercising,
achieves much success in kickboxing. She
tries to persuade the families of the girls
in the area to encourage them to attend
training classes in a nomad “black tent”.

The Kazan festival also plans to review
Iranian cinema in a special program entitled
“Iranian Cinema Day”.

The program is scheduled to screen “That
Night’s Train” by Hamidreza Qotbi, “When the
Moon Was Full” by Abyar, and “Wolf Cubs of
the Apple Valley” by Fereidun Najaf.

In addition, the Iranian films “Yalda, the
Night of Forgiveness” by Masud Bakhshi and
“Balit” by Morteza Rahimi will be screened in
the festival’'s non-competition program.

“Malgret In Vlchy” hlts Iranian bookstores

TEHRAN - A Persian

take a much-needed holiday to

who published nearly 500 novels

translation of Georges Simenon’s
“Maigret in Vichy” by Abbas Agahi
has been published.

The book is published Jahan-e
Ketab, a company that has
previously published Persian
translations of several books
from Simenon’s Maigret series,
including “Maigret Is Having
Fun”, “Maigret and the Killer” and
“Maigret’s Anger”.

In “Maigret in Vichy”, when his
relaxing vacation is interrupted
by a small-town murder,
Inspector Maigret cannot resist

A combination photo shows
Georges Simenon and the front
cover of the Persian edition of
his novel “Maigret in Vichy”.

lending his investigative powers
to the case.

Inspector Maigret and his wife

Vichy, where they quickly become
used to the slower pace of life.

But when a woman who they
regularly pass by on their daily
strolls is murdered, Maigret
cannot help but offer his
assistance to the local Inspector,
a former colleague of his.

Set against a backdrop of the
gorgeous French countryside,
“Maigret in Vichy” shows that
even when our trusty detective is
outside his jurisdiction, he is still
very much in his element.

Simenon was a prolific author

and numerous short works. He is
best known as the creator of the
fictional detective Jules Maigret.

Although he never resided in
Belgium after 1922, he remained a
Belgian citizen throughout his life.

His oeuvre includes nearly
200 novels, over 150 novellas,
several autobiographical works,
numerous articles, and scores of
pulp novels written under more
than two dozen pseudonyms.
Altogether, about 550 million
copies of his works have been
printed.

Children’s Camp: A Story of Unusual and Rarities

An interview with Ahmad Yusefzade on his
memories of his time as a teenager in the
camps under the Baath regime

Ahmad Yusefzade is the author of two
excellent books, “Children’s Camp” and “The
23 People” To defend his homeland, he and
his young comrades took part in Operation
Beit ol-Mogaddas, but they were captured
at the end by Iragi forces and were unable
to celebrate the operation’s success and the
liberation of Khorramshahr.

Yusefzade related the story of “The 23
People” from that period, in which Saddam
sought to fabricate a controversy to hide
his ongoing losses to Iran. The book claims

that Saddam ordered the separation of 23
youngsters, aged 15 to 18, from the other
prisoners and set up extensive propaganda
campaigns and amusing plans for them, but
those 23 people finally let him down with
their resistance.

According to Ahmad Yusefzade, “Children’s
Camp” is the completion and continuation of
“The 23 People.”

“Children’s Camp” was published after
three years of memory gathering, and in this
process, Reza Askari and Azadeh Jirofti both
contributed greatly,” he said.

He stated that the people in the children’s
camp were 400 young prisoners in a

huge camp, whereas the 23 people were
prisoners in a small prison, which is the
distinction between “Children’s Camp” and
“The 23 People.”

He noted that both of these books share
the bitter and sweet memories of those who
were held captive as a defining characteristic,
and that the goal of their publication is to
chronicle those memories.

Ahmad Yusefzade concluded by urging the
youth to appreciate the Islamic Revolution
because it was hard won, and added that
we should support the Islamic Revolution at
this crucial time, when the country is facing
challenges.
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