
Many in Europe Have to Skip 
Meals to Cope With Energy Crisis
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Economic sanctions 
are a global curse 

By Hossein Askari

Political leaders in the United States have 
touted economic sanctions as being less 
costly and more humanitarian than wars to 
affect the objectionable policies of an adver-
sary. I beg to differ. 

Prolonged sanctions can inflict pain, phys-
ical destruction and death, disrupt global 
supply chains, force sub-par and costly re-
structuring of the global economy, and re-
shape global alliances with fallouts that can 
last much longer than most conventional 
wars. It is a Neo-colonial instrument availa-
ble to an exclusive club of two or three eco-
nomic powers who also have a strong mili-
tary to enforce their will. The United Nations 
and the global community must rein in sanc-
tions before the world becomes fractured 
and adversarial beyond repair. 

For America, sanctions are a silent weap-
on with little visible and immediate hardship. 
No soldiers going to war or shedding blood. 
No horrific images on TV screens. A sanitized 
war! The U.S. is seen as doing ‘something’ 
to take on an adversary. It is a weapon that 
the U.S. can use more than any other country 
because it has the biggest economy with the 
deepest financial sector and the dollar is the 
global currency for asset accumulation and 
trade. It is a weapon which can have dire and 
unknown fallout for many years to come.

A brief look at Iran, Venezuela and Russia 
may shed some light on some of the results 
of sanctions. The U.S. has sanctioned Iran 
longer than any country except Cuba, more 
heavily than any other country, including 
cutting off all its financial institutions from 
SWIFT (the international financial network), 
sanctioning the office of its Supreme Lead-
er, its Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), 
all foreign investments, exports of its oil, 
gas and oil products, imports of all military 
equipment,  Page 5

Iran: Lifting 
sanctions purpose of 
JCPOA talks

TEHRAN — Iran has maintained its 
share of the energy market despite sanc-
tions, but it could contribute to resolving 
Europe’s energy crisis if an agreement is 
reached to revive the 2015 nuclear deal, 
says the spokesman for Iranian foreign 
ministry.

During his weekly press conference on 
Monday, Nasser Kanaani stated that one of 
Iran’s primary goals in the nuclear talks is a 
complete removal of sanctions on the Iranian 
nation and government.

Noting that the United States had de-
layed responding to Iran’s answer to the 
draft offered by the EU coordinator, Ka-
naani stated that Iran had contributed to 
the talks to resurrect the nuclear deal, 
technically known as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and was await-
ing the U.S. response.

The official compared the attempts to res-
urrect the JCPOA to a marathon, saying that 
Iran took appropriate steps and presented 
its views to the European side in order to de-
fend Iran’s interests with a happy ending to 
the process.

Kanaani stated that a deal is possible if the 
opposite party has the political will and acts 
constructively.   Page 2

It looks like the 
material remembers 
its history!

By Mehdi Garshasbi

TEHRAN - Mohammad Samizadeh Nikoo is 
a last-year Ph.D. student at the Swiss Fed-
eral Institute of Technology Lausanne (EPFL), 
Switzerland. He found that Vanadium Dioxide 
is a material that is normally insulating (does 
not conduct electricity), but when it receives 
a certain electric current, it undergoes a 
phase transition and becomes a conductor 
(like copper).

He observed that the time it takes for the 
Vanadium Dioxide to switch from the insulat-
ing to the conducting state heavily depends 
on the history of the materials. Thus, it looks 
like the material remembers its history!

In an exclusive interview with the Tehran 
Times, Samizadeh Nikoo expounded on his 
life, career, and achievements.

First of all, please tell us about yourself, 
your educational background, and your 
current fields of activity.

My name is Mohammad Samizadeh Nikoo, 
and I am a last-year Ph.D. student at the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne 
(EPFL), Switzerland. My current research inter-
est is to use new (or rather unexplored) physics 
to realize novel functional devices.

I had my bachelor’s and master’s studies 
in Electrical Engineering at the Sharif Uni-
versity of Technology, Tehran, Iran. During my 
master’s study, I worked on electrical soli-
tons and pulsed power.

What is the definition of smart materials 
and when was it first introduced in the world?

Smart materials are able to reversibly re-
spond to one or more environmental stimuli, 
such as chemical, electrical, light,   Page 7

Iran made several 
mistakes against 
Netherlands, expert says

By Farrokh Hesabi
TEHRAN - Iranian volleyball expert, Naser 

Shahnazi, criticized the technical staff of the 
Iran volleyball team for the defeat against 
the Netherland at the 2022 FIVB Men’s World 
Championship.

Iran lost to the Netherlands 3-1 (25-22, 21-25, 
25-20, 25-18) in Pool F of the 2022 FIVB Men’s 
World Championship Wednesday night. 

“Before the start of the 2022 FIVB World 
Championship, we discussed in detail that the 
world championship are different from the 
Nations League and all the teams have great 
conditions in the event and bring their best 
squad to the tournament,” said Shahnazi in his 
interview with Tehran Times.

“Iran national team also invited some 
experienced players to participate in 
these competition in the best possible 
condition.  Page 3

TEHRAN – Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion 
Organization (TPO) Alireza Peyman-Pak on 
Sunday hosted a meeting with Armenia’s 
Deputy Economy Minister Narek Teryan in 
which the officials talked about a variety of 
areas for economic cooperation between the 
two countries.

The development of trade relations, alter-
native ways of transit, barter trade, the es-
tablishment of an Iranian car production line 
in Armenia, and the establishment of a joint 
production line of household and electronic 
appliances were among the subjects dis-
cussed at the meeting.

During the talks, Peyman-Pak expressed 
the readiness of Iranian contractors and 
companies to participate in Armenia’s trans-
portation projects and called on the Armeni-
an side to reconsider some of the regulations 
regarding taxes and transit tolls.  Page 4

TEHRAN— In a ceremony on Monday, a 
combat patrol vessel named “Shahid Soleim-
ani” was unveiled and added to the equip-
ment of the IRGC Navy.

The ceremony was held at the presence of 
Major General Mohammad Bagheri, the Chief 
of General Staff of the Armed Forces, and 

Hossein Salami, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Islamic Revolutions Guards Corps. 

The design and construction of the vessel 
was done by elite Iranian youth and it has a 
body with a very low radar cross-section.

Referring to the features of the vessel, 

Major General Bagheri said, “The design and 
construction of this vessel was done by the 
elite youth and university graduates of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, and it has a stealth-
equipped body with a very low radar cross 
section, which can be considered as a nation-
al achievement for the country.”  Page 2

Tehran, Yerevan discuss areas of economic cooperation

TEHRAN – The Center for the Great Islam-
ic Encyclopedia has published an entry on the 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, in a separate book.

Entitled “Spring of Knowledge: A Survey of Life 
Story and Thoughts of Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei”, the book is authored by 
Ali-Akbar Velayati, the top adviser to the Leader.

Containing 208 pages, the book has been 
written in three chapters, the first of which 
gives a biography of the Leader and provides an 

introduction to his ancestors.

The Leader’s scientific and cultural back-
ground and his early political and social life are 
also examined in this chapter.

The second chapter covers Ayatollah Khame-
nei’s activities during the first decade after the 
victory of the Islamic Revolution. His works in the 
Revolution Council and Islamic Republican Party, 
and his role as a Friday prayer leader are also dis-
cussed in this section. 

The Leader’s positions on various issues as an 
MP in the Iranian Parliament, his role as a com-
mander during the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, his 
struggles against the liberals and former Iranian 
president Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, and his life as a 
president are illustrated in this chapter.

The third chapter provides a deep insight 
into the life of Ayatollah Khamenei after he was 
declared the Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
following the demise of the founder of the rev-
olution, Imam Khomeini.  Page 8
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Students heading to Arbaeen pilgrimage
A large group of students in the holy city of Mashhad are being prepared to be sent 

to the Arbaeen pilgrimage.
Each year, a huge crowd of people flock to Karbala, where the holy shrine of Imam 

Hussein (AS) is located, to perform mourning rituals.
This year Arbaeen falls on September 17.

From Inside

•	 Qatar FM calls Amir Abdollahian to discuss 

JCPOA revival P2

•	 Iran detains Bahai spying group linked to 

Israel P2

•	 Traveling to India: Cluelessness of economic 

think tanks on Iran P3

•	 Iran selling its oil and collecting payments, 

says VP P4

•	 Over $6b of taxes collected in 5 months P4

•	 PSEEZ facilitating foreign investment in oil 

industry projects P4

•	 Iran, Russia to implement visa waiver 

program in new year P6

•	 Tehran-Karbala rail service operating until 

yearend P6

•	 Sassanid ruins unearthed in central Iran P6

•	 ‘90% of world’s opium coming from 

Afghanistan is a very serious threat’ P7

•	 “Left Handed” wins BNP Paribas Excellence 

Prize at Seoul Intl. Women’s Film Festival P8

•	 “A Journal of the Plague Year” published in 

Persian P8

Knowledge-based 
companies help 
implement 150 
macro projects

TEHRAN- The Iran National Innovation 
Fund (INIF) has carried out 150 macro proj-
ects with the help of knowledge-based com-
panies across the country.

Over the past three years, the INIF has con-
cluded contracts worth 8 trillion rials (about 
$25 million) with knowledge-based compa-
nies for implementing technological proj-
ects, IRNA quoted INIF director Ali Vahdat as 
saying on Monday.

The law for boosting the production of 
knowledge-based companies, which has 
been ratified by the Majlis (Iranian parlia-
ment) and enacted by the administration, 
very good conditions have been provided for 
knowledge-based companies, he added.

In the current [Iranian calendar] year 
(March 2022-March 2023), new approaches 
have been taken to support   Page 7



From page 1  The vessel has a 
much higher maneuverability and 
a much smaller radius of rotation 
compared to vessels of the same size, 
which is considered very important 
in the implementation of various 
offensive and defensive tactics.

Warning to U.S., Israel

On the sidelines of the ceremony, 
Bagheri issued a stark warning to the 
United States, saying that Iran will deal 
decisively with any wandering vessel 
that endangers the safety of waters.

Speaking at a gathering of the 
Iranian Navy, Bagheri said, “Our country 
is at the height of oppressive sanctions, 
both from the financial point of view 
and from the technological point of 
view. In these difficult conditions, 
the zealous youths, relying on local 
knowledge, were able to build new 
vessels, missiles, drones, weapons 
and equipment in the field of defense, 
as well as renovating and rebuilding 
the complex equipment of the past 
and make it operational again. This is 
a very valuable and great work, and 
we appreciate the efforts of each and 
every one of you and everyone involved 
in this matter.”

Pointing out that the strategic role of 
the Iranian Navy in securing the Strait 
of Hormuz, the Sea of Oman, the Indian 
Ocean, the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait, the 
Red Sea and in the rest of the world is 
very effective, the top military official 
said, “We were busy defending our 
naval facilities, oil platforms, beaches 
and islands during the Sacred Defense, 

but today, thank God, the enemies, 
seeing our strength, withdrew large 
parts of their naval units from our 
territories.”

Bagheri stated that today, through 
reliance on the strength of equipment 
and courage of the army’s brave men, 
Iran is present in the Indian Ocean. 

“Maritime security has been 
established in the past several 

years without a single problem, and 
numerous piracies have occurred, 
but none of the Iranian vessels were 
involved, and the army was able to 
establish the security of Iran’s fleet and 
the export of oil and import of goods 
with complete security and in some 
cases, the army has helped the vessels 
that were attacked, which is a very big 
job,” he stated.

Major General Bagheri added that 
the enemies are trying to compensate 
for the reduction of forces in the region 
in various ways, including by creating 
new units. 

“The reports of our army men 
indicate that by launching and 
sending small unmanned surveillance 
units, they endanger the security of 
maritime navigation,” the top military 
commander stated.

“We believe that the rights of 
maritime security and free navigation 
in open and international waters should 
be established equally for everyone and 
we fully defend this right of our people,” 
Bagheri said, adding that by following 
international procedures and filing a 
complaint to the International Maritime 
Organization, Iran declares that its 
vessels will not tolerate such actions 
on their route and will confront them.

Bagheri stressed that according to 
the report obtained by the Iranian army, 
some countries have threatened the 
security of the region by normalizing 
relations with the Zionist regime. 

“Also, the Zionist regime’s joining 
the terrorist U.S. Army’s Central 
Command can create threats for us. 
We do not tolerate Zionism, and in 
addition to protesting through the 
country’s foreign policy apparatus, 
we declare that we will not tolerate 
such development of espionage and 
creating threats, and we will not make 
any compromises regarding the rights 
of the Iranian nation and the security of 
our seas and land,” he concluded.

TEHRAN— Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian on Sunday received a phone call 
from his Qatari counterpart Sheikh Mohammad 
bin Abdul Rahman Al Thani over issues of mutual 
interest, including efforts to revive the JCPOA, the 
official name for the 2015 nuclear deal.

According to the official statement of the Iranian 
foreign ministry, the two top diplomats discussed 
some consular issues and “the latest state of the 
sanctions removal talks.”

Qatari foreign ministry also released a statement 
stating that during the conversation, Al Thani 
emphasized that Qatar hopes a fair agreement 
would be reached between Iran and the U.S. on 
restoring the nuclear deal in a way that would take 
into account the concerns of the involved parties. 

He added that such an agreement will benefit 
security and stability in the region.

Qatar and Oman, two of Iran’s southern Arab 
neighbors, have been mediating between Iran and 
the U.S. to revitalize the JCPOA ditched by former 
President Donald Trump in May 2018.

From page 1  Regarding the Europeans’ need 
for Iran to assist in resolving the energy crisis, 
Kanaani stated that Iran is an important supplier of 
energy and has maintained its market share despite 
sanctions.

However, if an agreement can be reached in Vienna, 
Iran might be a possible provider for European 
countries to meet their energy needs, according to 
the spokesman. 

“Iran will be able to meet a bigger part of EU energy 
needs if sanctions are lifted,” Kanaani stated.

He stated that the Foreign Ministry’s key objective 
was to ensure that guarantees were received in the 
talks because any prospective arrangement might be 
breached if there were no guarantees, as happened 
when the U.S. withdrew from the JCPOA in 2018 while 
Iran was fully compliant with the deal.

“The guarantee system in any agreement should 
be strong and robust,” the spokesman noted, 
adding, “There should be guarantees that sanctions 
will be removed and Iran reaps the benefits of the 
JCPOA.”

IAEA must remain technical, stay out of politics

The official also criticized the International Atomic 
Energy Agency’s (IAEA) political approach toward 
Iran’s nuclear program, stating that keeping the 
nuclear watchdog out of politics is a key component 
of the guarantee.

“The Agency’s inspectors have repeatedly visited 
Iran’s nuclear sites, and confirmed their peaceful 
nature,” the spokesman noted, adding, “Iran expects 
the IAEA to act responsibly and within its legal and 
professional obligations.”

He also emphasized that closing Iran’s cases in 
the IAEA related to safeguards issues was a major 
demand of Iran, adding that Iran has always been 
transparent regarding its nuclear activities.

Israeli media reports on Iranian forces in Syria 
are bogus

Elsewhere in the presser, the spokesman quashed 
Israeli media reports on the Zionist regime’s alleged 
attacks on Iran-controlled sites and locations in 

Syria as totally baseless, emphasizing that Iran 
condemned all Israeli strikes on Syrian infrastructure 
as illegal, illegitimate, aggressive, and a violation of 
international law.

FM’s visit to Russia was successful

Kanaani also commended Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian’s travel to Moscow to 
deliver the European Union’s message to Russia.

Iran welcomes stable, secure, peaceful Iraq

The spokesman also urged Iraqi political factions 
to hold negotiations to resolve disputes over forming 
a government.

“Iran cherishes stability, security and peace in Iraq,” 
the spokesman noted.

He also complimented the Iraqi people’s generosity 
during the Arbaeen rite, which attracts hundreds of 
thousands of Iranians to Najaf and Karbala.

No country can pose threat to navigation 
channels

Kanaani also explicated on the recent tensions 
in the Persian Gulf over United States sail drones, 
saying that Iran’s destroyer had detained a U.S. 
sail drone that was deemed a threat to freedom of 
navigation and then moved it to a safe location.

According to the Iranian diplomat, no country has 
the authority to pose a threat to navigation channels 
in international waters and disturb safe passage.

Iran calls for immediate release of crew jailed in 
Argentina

Kanaani also dismissed the claims leveled against 
the Iranian crew of a passenger plane arrested in 
Argentina, urging their release because no evidence 
has been shown proving that the Iranian citizens 
committed any crimes.

“Iran calls for the immediate release of Iranian 
crew who were detained in Argentina,” he stated. 

President will attend SCO summit in Tashkent

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi will also attend the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit 
in Uzbekistan on September 15-16, according to the 
spokesman.

TEHRAN- Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian stated late on Sunday that stability and 
security in the war-torn Yemen directly will have 
positive effect on the entire West Asia, including the 
Persian Gulf region.

The comments were made by Amir Abdollahian 
at a meeting with UN Special Envoy for Yemen Hans 
Grundberg in Tehran.

Iran’s senior diplomat also insisted on Tehran’s 
long-held policy that Yemen’s citizens should be 
allowed to decide about the future of their country.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran wants peace, stability 
and security for the great nation of Yemen and 
believes that stability and security of this country 
have a direct impact on stability and security of the 
region and the Persian Gulf,” he remarked. 

Iran’s foreign minister said that the continuance 
of the status quo, which has been in place since 
the formation of a UN-brokered truce in April, is 
contingent on the total lifting of the siege put on the 
war-torn nation by the Saudi-led coalition.

“No one can remain indifferent to the fate of 20 
million Yemeni women, children and men, who are 
living in difficult conditions trying to meet (their) 

basic needs such as medicine, food and water.” 

He also praised the UN envoy’s efforts to foster 
peace in Yemen, but he decried acts of sabotage 
hampering the implementation of the ceasefire, 
emphasizing the significance of easing the strict 
Saudi-led siege on the impoverished country.

Grundberg, for his part, praised Iran’s positive 
efforts to promote peace in Yemen and stated that 
he has always attempted to negotiate a truce in the 
country since taking office.

The UN envoy underscored that all parties must 
work together to secure a long-term truce in Yemen.

The UN-mediated cease-fire between the 
coalition of aggressors and the widely supported 
Houthi Ansarullah movement in Yemen originally 
went into force in April. After that, the cease-fire was 
twice extended.

Grundberg said the parties to the extension, 
running from August 2 to October 2, agreed to step 
up negotiations in order to quickly establish an 
extended ceasefire agreement.

The United States’ closest regional allies, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, along with 
indirect involvement of the Israeli regime, have been 

at war with Yemen since March 2015.

The goal of the invasion has been to oust the 
Ansarullah resistance movement and restore the 
old rulers of the impoverished nation, who were 
favorable with Riyadh and Washington, to power. 
None of the coalition’s goals have been attained.

The conflict, which has received unwavering 
U.S. military, logistical, and political support, has 
killed tens of thousands of Yemenis and turned the 
whole nation into the site of the world’s greatest 
humanitarian disaster.

Yemen’s defense forces, which include the army 
and allied Popular Committees, have promised not to 
lay down their guns until the country is completely 
liberated from the scourge of the attack.

TEHRAN— Iran’s Army Chief Major General Mousavi 
said on Monday that the Americans sometimes 
ignore the rights of the nations and the accepted 
international rights with their naval aggression and 
self-conceit.

Discussing the recent collision between Iran’s Jamaran 
destroyer with American guided boats in the sea and the 
claim by the Americans, Mousavi said, “These unmanned 
vessels, which are engaged in missions on behalf of the 
U.S. Navy in the seas do not pay the necessary attention 
to the fact that this area is the passage area of other 
vessels and they can cause risks for the safe passage of 
other vessels.”

 For this reason, some time ago the Islamic Revolution 
Guard Corps (IRGC) seized one of these unmanned 
vessels and then left it in a safe place, he added.

“A few days ago, our navy encountered two American 
vessels during its mission and these two (unmanned) 

vessels passed through an area that could harm the 
security of Iranian vessels, as well as other vessels in the 
region,” he noted on the sidelines of a ceremony marking 
the new academic year of the Army Command and Staff 
School (DAFUS). 

The army chief pointed out that the IRGC left the 
American vessels in a safe zone and the Americans were 
informed through an intermediary that their vessels 
were in a certain area.

“They were also warned to observe international 
laws,” Mousavi underlined. 

Regarding allegations about the seizure of these 
American vessels, the army chief opined, “Their 
seizure does not benefit us, and we only act based on 
international and human rights to maintain the safety of 
the vessels that pass through that area, and their seizure 
does not benefit us. We do our best to help with security.”

’Good relations established between Iran and 
Pakistan’

Elsewhere in his remarks, the army commander 
spoke of his recent meeting with the Pakistani Chief of 
Air Staff, stating, “We have good educational relations 
and interactions with the Pakistanis in the sea, air and 
some land areas, and good relations are established 
between the two countries.”

Air exercises were also discussed between both 
parties, Mousavi noted, adding that he had a “good 
conversation” with the Pakistani military official. 

“All these interactions should be reviewed in the 
relevant departments of the country that are more high-
ranking than us in the General Staff of the Armed Forces. 
A decision should be made about it and the approvals of 
the General Staff regarding mutual exercises should be 
received,” the army chief remarked.

TEHRAN- Security forces in northern 
Iran have detained 12 members of a Bahai 
spy network with connections to the 
Israeli regime, according to a statement 
from the Iranian Intelligence Ministry.

“A sum of twelve members of the Israeli 
regime-backed group were identified and 
arrested in different cities of Mazandaran 
province,” the statement said. 

It added two of the leaders of the 
spy network were trained by the Bait 
Al-Adl group in the occupied territories 
in Palestine, it said, adding they “had 
formed a spy cell with members of the 
organization throughout Mazandaran 
province.”

The ministry emphasized that its 
intelligence forces regularly monitor 
the actions of any espionage networks 
connected to the Israeli regime and 
counterrevolutionary organizations, and 

that any of their operatives would be dealt 
with sternly and decisively.

The Iranian Intelligence Ministry also 
caught many members of a Bahai spy 
cell with connections to the Israeli regime 
last month, which marked a significant 
counter-intelligence campaign.

The detainees were also directly linked 
to the same group in Israel, the ministry 
said in a statement.

The Intelligence Ministry added the 
arrested persons received instructions 
from Bait Al-Adl on how to resurrect 
Bahaism.

“The group was tasked with 
promoting Bahaism in educational 
centers at different levels, particularly 
in kindergartens across the country,” the 
statement underlined. 

Based on the statement, the group 

with roots in Iran met with the Bait Al-Adl 
organization funded by the Israeli regime 
on several occasions and informed it on 
its efforts to stir up unrest against Hijab 
(Islamic dress code).

Despite the fact that Bahai sect 
members have acknowledged to a 
number of crimes, the West, particularly 
the United States, claims that Iran has 
infringed their rights. However, Iran is 
trying to put an end to the cult’s illegal 
acts.

Recently, Iran has also detained a 
number of members of spy networks 
connected to foreign secret agencies.

The detention of a Swedish person on 
suspicion of spying was revealed by the 
Iranian Intelligence Ministry on Saturday.

“The suspect has a history of travelling 
to the Israeli-occupied territories prior to 

visits to Iran,” the statement stressed.

Iranian intelligence agents also 
detained two French spies in mid-May 
for attempting to incite civil unrest during 
teacher demonstrations. The two French 
citizens, Jacqeus Paris, 69, and Cécile 
Kohler, 37, had visited Iran in late April 
on a vacation trip but ended up working 
as spies for the Western intelligence 
services.

According to the Intelligence Ministry, 
the couple sought to create unrest and 
social disorder in late May, when some 
teachers took to the streets in peaceful 
rallies demanding fair salaries and 
improved working conditions.

In January, another French national, 
Benjamin Briere, was sentenced to eight 
years in jail on spying charges after 
photographing prohibited locations using 
a drone.TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 

Amir Abdollahian and his Indian counterpart 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar on Sunday held talks 
over the phone about bilateral ties and some issues 
of mutual interest at regional and international 
levels.

During the conversation, Amir Abdollahian 
extended greetings on behalf of Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi to Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

The Iranian foreign minister then pointed to 
the growing ties between Tehran and New Delhi, 
describing the outcome of his recent visit to India as 
satisfactory. 

Iran’s top diplomat also stressed that Tehran is 
ready to implement the agreements reached during 
the official visit.

Amir Abdollahian added that Iran is also prepared 
to hold the new round of Joint Economic Commission 
meeting with India.

Elsewhere in the talks, Amir Abdollahian briefed 
India’s chief diplomat on the latest state of the 

Vienna talks and thanked India for its efforts to bring 
the views of Iran and the other sides closer together.

The Vienna talks, which started in April last year, 
are intended to lift sanctions on Iran by reviving the 
JCPOA, the official name for the 2015 nuclear deal.

For his part, Jaishankar referred to the good level 
of ties and cooperation between Iran and India and 
expressed hope that their relations will expand in 
various spheres.

The Indian foreign minister underlined that his 
country has always supported a peaceful resolution 
of the Iran nuclear file and this support will continue 
in the future.

As for the Joint Economic Commission and the 
need to draw up a roadmap for ties, Jaishankar 
voiced hope relations will increase in all areas in the 
long run with a focus on major topics on the agenda 
of the two countries.

After the phone call, the Indian foreign minister 
tweeted, “Received a call from FM @Amirabdolahian 
of Iran. Discussed our bilateral cooperation and 
JCPOA. Look forward to remaining in touch.”
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By Saeed Azimi
NEW DELHI— On August 24, 

a group of Iranian journalists 
went to India as part of a 
“Familiarization Tour” organized 
by the Indian embassy in 
Tehran in collaboration with 
the Indian Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA). The Tehran Times 
correspondent was a member of 
the media team who jotted down 
his observations of the exotic 
country famous for its diverse 
culture and spicy cuisine.

What you are about to read is 
the Tehran Times correspondent’s 
observations.

On Friday, August 26, we 
all went down to visit Indian 
Institute of Mass Communication 
(IIMC), media center of learning 
and civil service training institute 
for Indian Information Service 
Cadre funded and promoted by 
the central government in New 
Delhi. 

The IIMC is an autonomous 
society under the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting, 
and it has trained over thousands 
of journalists who are now 
working in various media outlets 
such as Reuters.

The meeting quickly turned into 
a panel discussion focusing on 
comparing print media and digital 
media. According to the IIMC 
officials, the youth in India are 
still interested to pursue a career 
in print media despite lower 
payments and this industry is still 
very much up to date. According 
to them, there are over 1.5 million 
publications in India. 

The Times of India, the largest 
English-language daily has a 
whopping 3 million circulation 
per day, as of August 2022. This 
shows that print media is still 
very much alive in India, and it is 
being rated as the most trusted 
news brand. 

However, their prediction was 
that digital media will take over 
the Indian journalism industry 
in the next 10 to 15 years. 
What I observed during the 
panel discussion was that the 
government heavily regulates 
television and radio stations. 
For instance, community 
radios, which IIMC owns one, 
are only allowed to broadcast 
entertainment sections. They 
are not allowed to broadcast 
news and in-depth analysis. 
According to the latest statistics 
they shared with us, there are 
now over 300 community radio 
stations in India, while the IIMC 
officials are forecasting over 
2000 community radio stations 
in the next two to three years. 

IIMC owns one of the largest 
libraries, if not the largest in 
India. We were blessed with the 
chance to visit the hauntingly 
beautiful library. After that, the 
IIMC director asked us to give 
a recorded interview on Iran, 
our first impressions of India, 
Bollywood, and diverse culture of 
Iran. We happily did so, and then 
went for lunch.

What was fascinating for me 
was that the IIMC officials, in 
particular Professor Rakesh 
Upadhyay, one of the high-
ranking officials of the institute, 
was curious as to how Iranians 
treat Avesta and Zoroastrianism. 
I responded to his query by saying 
that Zoroastrians have an MP in 
the Iranian parliament, and the 
religion’s slogan “Do well, Think 
well, Say well” is deeply rooted in 
our culture, as it is totally in line 
with Islamic teachings. 

We then visited the social 
media center of the IIMC. Upon 
chatting with the professor in 
charge of that section, I realized 
that Prime Minister Modi is 
planning to regulate the usage 
of social media and put it into 
a working “framework.” Based 

on this framework which is yet 
to be announced, discussing 
controversial topics such as 
race, gender and religion should 
only be through using facts. 
The campaign is believed to 
counter misinformation, and 
therefore reduce further social 
media clashes between Hindus 
and Muslims that could spark 
tensions in the streets. To me, the 
move seemed wise, as it could 
help prevent misinformation 
and disinformation without 
censorship, but we should 
reserve further judgments until 
the framework is actually put in 
practice.

Our next stop was the Indian 
Institute of Foreign Trade, a 
place which I personally had high 
hopes for. I was looking forward 
to finally get some answers on 
how the Rial-Roupee mechanism 
between the two countries work, 
and why Iranian money is blocked 
in Yes Bank of India. My hope was 
diminished in a few seconds after 
the meeting began when the 
institute’s officials told us they do 
not know what they should tell us, 
and asked us to instruct them on 
what they should tell us.

My query in this regard 
finally got answered, but not 
quite convincingly. Professor 
Areej Aftab Siddiqui from the 
respective institute told me that 
Indian farmers are reluctant to 
wait to receive the money, as it 
takes them several months to 
get paid. She told me that as 
most of the Indian exports to 
Iran are agricultural products, 
these farmers prefer to get paid 
through barter trade rather than 
waiting for several months to 
receive cash.

However, her answer on the 
freezing of Iranian money in 
Yes Bank was not convincing 
to me and she promised me 
to elaborate on the issue in an 
interview later on. 

Our next destination was 
National Institute of Public 
Finance and Policy (NIPFP). By 
the time we got there, we were 
extremely tired, as our hopes 
of India’s prominent economic 
think tanks had already been 
diminished and we had no 
concrete data at hand. My 
question at the NIPFP was again 
on the Rial-Roupee mechanism, 
and it was left without an answer 
as they had no knowledge of the 
matter.

During our discussion at the 
NIPFP, we realized that poverty 
rate in India is being calculated 
differently from the Iranian 
standards. In Iran, housing, rent, 
minimum consumption of 2000 
calories and utilities is counted 
in calculating the poverty rate. 
However, in India, if you manage 
to consume 2000 calories a day, 
you’re above the poverty line. With 
that in mind, poverty rate in India 
has been 27% in the last ten years 
(approximately 378.000.000 
people). The discovery was 
startling.

We went back to the hotel, 
quickly ate dinner and got some 
rest, as we had planned to leave 
New Delhi at 5:30 am to visit the 
hauntingly beautiful Taj Mahal 

Palace in Agra. Agra is 3-4 hours 
away from New Delhi, so we 
planned to visit Taj Mahal in a 
way that we would be back in our 
hotel for lunch. 

Taj Mahal left us all speechless. 
The magnificent mausoleum, 
which took 23 years to be 
completed, resembled a man’s 
love and affection for his 
wife, who passed tragically. 
The Darwaza (main gateway), 
Bageecha (garden), Masjid 
(mosque), Naqqar Khana (rest 
house), and Rauza (mausoleum), 
where the tomb is located, are 
the five prominent monuments 
on the south-west bank of the 
River Yamuna just beyond Agra. 
Taj Mahal’s greatest attraction is 
its architectural style. It is a one-
of-a-kind synthesis of Persian, 
Central Asian, and Islamic 
architecture. The black-and-
white marble checkered floor, 
the four outstanding minarets at 
the corners of the mausoleum’s 
plinth are 40 meters high, and 
the dreamlike center dome are all 
highlights.

We went back to New Delhi, 
got some rest and prepared 
ourselves to go sightseeing (and 
shopping) in New Delhi. We went 
to Connaught Place (CP), famous 
for its local bazaars as well as 
multinational brands. 

My colleagues were stunned 
when they found out they have 
to haggle with Indian sellers on 
the streets. Strangely, Indians 
tell you that something is priced 
at 8500 INRs (Indian Roupees), 
while it is actually worth less than 
1000 INRs. Being familiar with the 
culture and knowing a few Hindi 
words, I told my colleagues that 
if they wanted to buy something, 
they should just call me and 
I’d bargain their way out of the 
first price. The formula worked 
fantastically, as everyone left CP 
jubilantly. We then went back to 
the hotel to prepare ourselves 
for an early check out and head 
to Bangalore, the technological 
capital of India.

An early breakfast on Sunday 
following a checkout from our 
hotel in New Delhi got us all tired, 
but we were exciting to see what 
was waiting for us in Bangalore, 
especially since we were told the 
weather there was less hot than 
New Delhi.

Upon our arrival, we were 
greeted by a member of the 
Karnataka state police force, a 
Bangalore Airport official, and a 
member of the Karnataka state 
administration. We were escorted 
to our hotel with two police cars 
riding in front and behind our 
minibus. We got a late check-in 
and missed our lunch at the hotel, 
so we decided to try the Western 
fast food cuisine in Bangalore, 
located in a shopping mall right 
opposite our hotel.

Some of our colleagues were 
eager to explore the shopping 
mall, so we had to stay for them 
to finish shopping (or just looking 
in some cases). We then returned 
to the hotel and got some sleep 
to prepare ourselves for two 
important meetings the next day.

On Monday, we visited the 
Indian Institute of Science, a hi-

tech institute which was deemed 
as a university. Surrounded by 
green trees, the campus was 
extraordinarily fascinating. Homi 
Bhabha, father of India’s nuclear 
energy program, and Vikram 
Sarabhai, father of India’s space 
program, were among the notable 
alumni of the highly regarded 
university. The university focuses 
on a variety of research and 
development (R&D) projects, 
such as Digital Health, Genome 
India, and Clean Coal Technology.

It also has various 
collaborations with universities 
all around the world, as well as 
multinational companies such 
as Toyota, Siemens, Boeing, and 
Microsoft.

We then went to visit the 
National Institute of Advanced 
Studies (NIAS), a think tank that 
once played host to former Iranian 
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif. NIAS 
plays a major role in setting out 
foreign policy objectives for the 
MEA through research papers. 
They have an entire program 
dedicated to policy research. 
However, I was fascinated by their 
Conflict and Security Studies 
program, particularly now, when 
they are focusing on China and 
North Korea’s nuclear missile 
programs. 

It once again portrayed the 
classic India-China rivalry for 
me. NIAS also conducts research 
projects for various ministries of 
the Indian administration, and is 
clearly the key to enhance Iran-
India relations. I sincerely believe 
that exchanging ideas and 
research with NIAS can further 
lead Tehran and New Delhi to a 
glamorous future. It also helps 
solve unanswered questions 
such as India’s close collaboration 
with the Israeli regime and how it 
may affect Iran-India ties, India-
China rivalry and its impact on 
Iran-India relations, and so many 
other issues. 

The next day, we went to 
visit the Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO). ISRO is 
India’s national space agency. 
We sat down and held a cordial, 
frank and of course off-the-
record meeting with the ISRO 
director of international affairs. 
The details of the meeting cannot 
be discussed here for obvious 
reasons, but it is evident that India 
has invested a lot on its space 
economy and has set ambitious 
goals. ISRO is determined to 
make these ambitious goals 
happen as quickly as possible. 
Ground is prepared for Iran to 
have collaborations in this regard 
with India, but there might be one 
or two reservations in this regard 
due to the close cooperation of 
India and the Israeli regime in this 
field. If such cooperation between 
Tehran and New Delhi is going to 
happen, India must assure Iran in 
this regard.

Personally, I saw India as a 
country with several untapped 
potentials. I sincerely believe that 
the current trade level between 
the two countries is nowhere 
near where it should be, and 
obstacles must be removed to 
enhance ties between the two 
ancient civilizations with deep-
rooted affinities. 

One of these obstacles is 
resolving the issues surrounding 
the Rial-Roupee trade 
mechanism, in case the JCPOA 
is not restored. This inactive 
mechanism can help facilitate 
trade relations between the two 
countries. On the other hand, the 
influential economic think tanks 
of India are completely in the 
dark when it comes to Iran. It is 
important that Indian think tanks 
cooperate with Iranian media to 
get firsthand information on Iran 
and help boost relations between 
the two countries by providing 
fact-based, accurate research. 

Iran made several 
mistakes against 
Netherlands, 
expert says
Frome Page 1   The current team are much 

better and more experienced than the team 
that participated in the 2022 Volleyball Nations 
League. Some top players like Javad Karimi, 
Mohammadjavad Manavinezhad, and Aliasghar 
Mojarad are added to the squad to strengthen 
Iran national team.

“The national team also played outstanding 
preparatory games against well-known European 
teams. I think the national team’s technical 
staff achieved what they wanted before the 
tournament,” he added.

“In the world championship, we were placed in 
a group, where our qualification was predicted in 
advance. The victory against Argentina was more 
the result of our opponents’ mistakes rather than 
our performance.

“That win guaranteed our qualification to the 
next stage, and the most important thing was to 
qualify as the first team of the group. 

“Unfortunately, against the Netherland, we 
did not perform well. The national team lacked 
the necessary concentration. The technical staff 
could not use the players’ potential and strengths 
against the Netherlands. A series of wrong 
decisions and mistakes made us lose the game 
to the Netherlands, and now we have to compete 
in a difficult match with Brazil in the knockout 
stage,” he concluded.

Iran will take on Brazil in the round of 16 
Tuesday night. 

FFIRI to make 
decision on future of 
Skocic, Mahdavikia: 
report
TEHRAN – Board of directors of Football 

Federation of the Islamic Republic of Iran (FFIRI) 
will reportedly discuss about the senior and U23 
football teams’ future on Tuesday.

According to the reports, Carlos Queiroz is 
a candidate to replace Dragan Skocic and the 
federation will also make decision about U23 
coach Mehdi Mahdavikia.

So many Iranian experts and fans have already 
shown their support for the Croatian coach 
after the Technical Committee of the federation 
announced that Skocic should be replaced with 
a new coach. However, newly-elected president 
Mehdi Taj doesn’t think so.

He has reportedly negotiated with Queiroz 
about taking charge of Iran.

They will also make decision over future of 
Mahdavikia, whose contract ran out with U23 
football team. 

On Tuesday, the board of directors will make 
decision over future of two coaches. 

With less than three months before the 2022 
FIFA World Cup starts, there’s currently significant 
ambiguity over the future of Iran national football team.

Iran are scheduled to play Uruguay on Sept. 23 
in a friendly match in Austria and they will meet 
Senegal four days later. 

Iran have been drawn in a tough group along 
with England, the U.S. and Wales.

Iran ready for AFC 
U20- Asian Cup 
Uzbekistan 2023 
Qualifiers
TEHRAN – Iran football team are ready for the 

AFC U-20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023 Qualifiers, 
coach said. 

Samad Marfavi’s team has been drawn in Group 
J along with Kyrgyzstan, Brunei and the UAE. 

The young Team Melli will start the campaign 
with a match against host Kyrgyzstan on Sept. 14 
at the Dolen Omurzakov Stadium in Bishkek. 

“We are optimistic about the competition,” Iran 
assistant coach Abbas Sarkhab said. “We want 
to hold a training camp in Oman ahead of the 
competition. It will help our team prepare better 
for the Qualifiers.”

“In my opinion, these players are future of 
Iran football. We have so many talented players 
in our team and are capable of winning our 
group,” he added.

In each group, teams will play each other once 
at a centralized venue. The 10 group winners 
and the five best runners-up will qualify for the 
final tournament.

Iran national 
bodybuilding team 
crowned as Asian 
best
TEHRAN - Iran national bodybuilding team 

participating in the 2022, 55th International 
Federation of Bodybuilding and Fitness 
Championship (IFBB) in senior men’s field ranked 
first in Asia. 

In the 55th Bishkek 2022 IFBB Championship in 
Kazakhstan the Iran national men’s team thanks 
to the glorious presentation of its sportsmen 
gained 21 medals of different colors to rank the 
best Asian team.

Iraq after Iran in the senior men field ranked 
2nd and the UAE third.

Iran’s hopes for 
World Cup surprise 
threatened by 
infighting
TEHRAN - Iran hopes history will repeat itself 

at this November’s World Cup in Qatar, 24 years 
after overcoming a fractious build-up to score 
a memorable triumph over the United States - 
the country’s decades-long geopolitical rival - in 
France.

As the teams prepare to clash again, the 
Iranian side’s preparations have been thrown into 
turmoil by a divided squad and maneuvering over 
its leadership.

The re-election on Tuesday of former President 
Mehdi Taj to the top job at the Iranian football 
federation has heightened expectations that 
Dragan Skocic will lose his job at the helm of the 
team with less than three months remaining to 
the World Cup kick-off.

Ex-Real Madrid coach Carlos Queiroz, who 
was hired by Taj to lead Iran during their World 
Cup appearances in Brazil in 2014 and in Russia 
four years ago, is considered a strong candidate 
to replace Skocic, Iranian sports media have 
reported.

Amir Ghalenoei and Javad Nekounam, former 
national team players, have also been touted 
by those favoring an Iranian coach - especially 
politicians eager to see a local coach tackle the 
U.S. - while the squad is split between those who 
support Skocic and players who want him out, 
according to media reports.

Skocic has faced an uncertain future after he 
was briefly ousted last month, despite steering 
Iran through Asia’s qualifiers to the country’s 
sixth World Cup, losing just twice in 18 games 
in charge.

Skocic did not immediately reply to a request 
for comment, but he said in an Instagram 
post in July that he had withstood insults and 
pressure from within Iranian football to prove 
himself capable of qualifying the country for 
the World Cup finals.

Iran’s current crop, led by Europe-based 
strike duo Mehdi Taremi and Sardar Azmoun, 
are also seen as capable of springing an upset 
in a group that also features England and 
Wales, Reuters reported. 

Iranian girls bag 
silver in ICF Dragon 
Boat World Champs
TEHRAN - Iranian girls receive silver medal 

in the ICF Dragon Boat World Championships in 
Ra?ice, the Czech Republic. 

The Iranian team with 20-person dragon boat 
competed with Ukraine, the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Germany in Final race and stood on 
the second position with 55.150 seconds record.

Iranian girls have previously won two gold 
medals. 
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TEHRAN – Iran’s First Vice 
President Mohammad Mokhber 
said on Sunday that the country 
is currently selling its oil in global 
markets and getting paid for it 
without any problems, Shana 
reported.

“In the past, we sold oil but 
couldn’t receive the revenues and 
our basic good supplies had all 
reached the red line but with the 
guidance of the Leader, we have 
been able to sell our oil, get paid, 
and bring in basic goods,” Mokhber 
said in a gathering of government 
officials.

Iran has been ramping up its oil 

production and exports over the 
past year as the country has been 
implementing new strategies to 
overcome U.S. sanctions.

The Islamic Republic’s oil export 
in Q1 2022 increased significantly 
so that it registered the fastest 
growth rate among all producers 
in West Asia. This year, the volume 
of Iranian crude export reached its 
highest since former U.S. President 
Donald Trump withdrew from the 
so-called Iranian nuclear deal in 
2018.

Back in April, the Wall Street 
Journal reported that Iran has been 
boosting oil exports in the current 

year as major oil buyers like China 
are cutting back imports from 
Russia due to the war with Ukraine.

Based on the report, Iranian oil 
exports increased by 30 percent in 
the first quarter of 2022 compared 
to the previous year, to reach 
870,000 barrels per day (bpd).

Earlier this month, the managing 
director of National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC) also underlined 
the increase in the country’s oil 
exports over the past 12 months 
since the 13th government has 
taken office, saying: “Considering 
the increase in oil production 
capacity, it is possible to increase 

our exports even more if demand in 
global markets increases.”

Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr 
told IRNA that the country’s oil 
production capacity was going 
to increase by 200,000 to 4.038 
million bpd by the end of the 
current Iranian calendar year 
(March 20, 2023).

“With the measures taken, 
Iran’s oil production capacity will 
increase to 4.038 million barrels 
per day by the end of this year,” he 
said on September 2.

The official put the Islamic 
Republic’s current oil production 
capacity at 3.838 million bpd.

TEHRAN - The managing director of Iran’s Pars 
Special Economic Energy Zone (PSEEZ) has said 
the conditions are facilitated for the presence 
of foreign investors in the zone’s development 
projects, Shana reported.

Mentioning the government’s new strategies 
for the attraction of investment in the region, 
Sekhavat Asadi said: “In order to facilitate 
investment, we have shortened the process 
of obtaining permits and licenses and tried to 
carry out investor assessments in the shortest 
possible time.”

Currently, almost all large companies and 
active petrochemical complexes in the region 
have development plans underway that can be a 
great opportunity for investors to participate, he 
said.

“There are no restrictions for foreign 
companies’ investment in the downstream sector 
projects, and according to the laws of the Islamic 
Republic, they can be partners or owners in such 
projects,” the official added.

“The model of the contracts under which 
foreign or even domestic companies operate 
in the region is in the form of lease contracts, 

that means we lease land to investors and they 
establish their complexes; I think this is a great 
incentive to attract capital in the Pars Energy 
Special Economic Energy Zone,” Asadi explained.

He further noted that due to the measures 
taken by the 13th government to attract foreign 
capital and expand relations with neighboring 
countries as well as the world, very good 
conditions have been provided for foreign 
investors. 

“The most important incentive that we have 
considered for investors is based on a new 
regulation that was recently promulgated by 
the Oil Ministry to facilitate the establishment of 

new companies in the Islamic Republic of Iran,” he 
said.

According to the official, PSEEZ managed to 
attract 44 trillion rials (about $153.8 million) of 
capital from domestic investors in addition to 
$900 million of foreign investment in the Iranian 
calendar year 1399 (March 2020-March 2021).

The zone approved 17 investment cases in 
the previous Iranian calendar year 1400 (ended 
on March 20) with 17 trillion rials (about $59.44 
million) of domestic investment plus $4.5 billion 
of foreign investment, he said.

Asadi noted that since the establishment of 
the zone, in total $81 billion of investment has 
been attracted in the upstream sector projects 
and the investment in the downstream sector 
has amounted to $30 billion.

Located in the port city of Assaluyeh, PSEEZ is 
home to several petrochemical complexes that 
receive gas and gas condensate feedstock from 
the giant South Pars gas field, which Iran shares 
with Qatar in the Persian Gulf.

The zone is the hub of Iran’s exports of major 
non-oil commodities including gas condensate 
and petrochemicals.

TEHRAN – Stock market analyst Mostafa Safari 
believes that global economic stagnation and 
inflation have negatively affected stock markets 
all around the world including the Iranian capital 
market, IRNA reported.

According to Safari, the outlook, however, is 
positive for the next two years and the Iranian 
stock market is expected to get back on track and 
continue its upward trend within the next two 
years.

“It seems that for the next two years, we 
will see an upward trend in the capital market; 
Because some statistics show that the market 
follows a two-year pattern; it has been facing 
two years of recession from August 2019 to 
August 2022, now it is time for the market to 
experience two years of prosperity,” he explained.

The expert said the capital market needs 
political and economic stability for growth, 
which can be achieved by restoring the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

“We should not expect the economic impact 
of the nuclear deal in the short term, and it may 
take more than a year for the positive effects to 
be manifested in the market,” he stressed.

According to the expert, global inflation, 
the increase in interest rates, as well as the 
inflationary pressure caused by increasing costs, 
have all resulted in the stock markets across the 
world facing serious challenges. 

Pointing out that the world is moving towards 
inflationary stagnation, Safari said: “The positive 
cycle of the country’s economy that should have 
been already started has been delayed due to 
internal and external political and economic 
shocks and we are still facing capital outflow.”

“Stability in the forex rates and economic 
policies helps the capital market. With stability 
in economic policies, export restrictions are 
reduced, currency transfer is easier and the 
cost of foreign trade exchanges is reduced for 
companies active in the stock market, ultimately 
leading to the growth of the stock market,” he 
said.

TEHRAN- Iran’s tax revenues stood at 
1.853 quadrillion rials (about $6.617 billion) 
in the first five months of the current 
Iranian calendar year (March 21-August 
22), Tasnim news agency reported on 
Sunday.

As reported, of the mentioned figure, 
1.17 quadrillion rials (about $4.178 billion) 
was direct tax, and 670 trillion rials (about 
$2.392 billion) was indirect tax collected in 
the five-month period.

Iran’s tax income reached over 3.54 

quadrillion rials (about $12.7 billion) in the 
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on 
March 20).MA

TEHRAN – The value of export 
from the ports of Bushehr province, 
in the southwest of Iran, rose 67 
percent in the first five months of the 
current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-August 22), as compared to the 
same period of time in the past year, 
a provincial official announced.

Mehdi Safavi, the director-general 
of the province’s Industry, Mining and 
Trade Department, said that over 12 
million tons of products worth over 
$6.3 billion were exported from the 
ports of Bushehr province in the said 
five-month period, indicating also 10 
percent growth in terms of weight.

He named gas condensate and 
petrochemical products as the 
major exported items, and China, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), India, 
and South Africa as the main export 
destinations of the products in the 
five-month period.

As previously announced by 
Behrouz Qarehbeygi, the director-
general of the province’s customs 
department, the value of export 
from Bushehr province rose 67 
percent in the past Iranian calendar 
year 1400 (ended on March 20), from 

its preceding year.

He put the value of export from 
the province at $10.136 billion in 
the past year, and the weight of 
exported commodities, including gas 
condensate, at 25.78 million tons, 
with six percent growth year on year.

The official further announced 
that 25.506 million tons of non-oil 
goods, excluding gas condensate, 
worth $9.9 billion were exported 
from Bushehr province in the 
previous year, showing 73 percent 
and six percent annual rise in terms 
of value and weight, respectively.

He named petrochemical 
products, gas condensate, minerals, 
fisheries, and vegetables as the main 

exported items, and China, the United 
Arab Emirates, India, Pakistan, 
Turkey, South Africa, Nigeria, Brazil, 
Mozambique and Qatar as the major 
export destinations of the province’s 
products in the past year.

The head of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA) 
has announced that the value of Iran’s 
non-oil exports reached $20.924 
billion in the first five months of the 
current Iranian calendar year, up 21 
percent compared to the last year’s 
same period.

According to Alireza Moghadasi, 
Iran exported 44 million tons of non-
oil commodities in the mentioned 
five months which was 3.5 percent 
less than the figure for the previous 

year’s same period, IRNA reported.

Meanwhile, some 14 million tons 
of goods valued at $21.665 billion 
were imported into the country, 
indicating a 19-percent rise in terms 
of value compared to the last year’s 
same time span, he said.

The weight of the imported goods 
declined by 8.5 percent, year on year, 
the official added.

In total, the Islamic Republic 
traded about 58 million tons of 
non-oil goods worth $42.589 billion 
with its trade partners in the first 
five months of the current Iranian 
calendar year, up about 23 percent in 
terms of value.

Iran’s top export destinations 
during this period were China, Iraq, 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Turkey, 
and India, according to Moghadasi.

Liquid propane, methanol, 
liquefied natural gas, polyethylene, 
iron, and steel ingots were among 
the top exported items in the said 
five months.

The country’s top five sources of 
imports during these five months 
were the UAE, China, Turkey, India, 
and Russia.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of 
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), lost 126 
points on Monday.

The index closed at 1.426 million as 
over 4.015 billion securities worth 39.554 
trillion rials (about $141.26 million) were 
traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index lost 742 points, 
and the second market’s index dropped 

1,696 points.

TEDPIX fell 2,996 points (0.21 percent) to 
1.439 million in the past Iranian calendar 
week (ended on Friday).

As reported, 29.571 billion securities 
worth 226.63 trillion rials (about $810 
million) were traded through 725.671 deals 
at the TSE in the past week.

The number and value of traded 
securities dropped 9.11 percent and 1.26 
percent, respectively, and the number of 
deals fell 1.01 percent in the past week 
from the preceding week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock 
exchanges, the other three ones are 
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy 
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market, known as Iran Fara 
Bourse (IFB).

TEHRAN- The value of export from Hamedan 
province rose 70 percent in the first five months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-August 22), as compared to the same period 
of time in the past year, the head of the province’s 
Customs Department announced.

Javad Mohammadi also said that the five-
month export from the province rose 22 percent 
in terms of weight.

He said that the products have been exported 
to 24 countries including Iraq, Turkey, Pakistan, 
Russia, Bulgaria, Italy and Belgium.

As previously announced by Ahmad Shanian, 
the head of the province’s Industry, Mining and 
Trade Department, commodities valued at $21 
million were exported from Hamedan province in 
the first quarter of the present Iranian calendar 
year (March 21-June 21).

The official said that of the mentioned figure, 
$7.242 million was the export from industry 
sector of the province, with 112 percent growth 
year on year.

He said agricultural products valued at $3.091 
million were exported from Hamedan in the first 

quarter, showing 50 percent drop as compared to 
the first quarter in the past year.

From page 1   “Forming a working group to 
review the issue of transit tolls in Armenia will 
be a useful and forward-looking measure in the 
development of trade relations between the 
two countries,” the TPO head suggested.

Welcoming the presence of Iranian companies 
in the road construction projects of Armenia, 
Teryan for his part said: “From Armenia’s point 
of view, revising the tax and toll regulations is 
a very important issue; Our experts conducted 
many studies in this regard the result of which 
will have a great impact on the development of 
trade relations between the two countries.”

He further pointed to the establishment of a 
barter trade mechanism between the two sides, 
saying: “We had long negotiations regarding 
the barter trade between the two countries, 
which is now bearing fruit, and we are very 
happy that the two countries have identified 
their brokerage companies for establishing the 
barter trade mechanism.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Teryan offered 
that a delegation of Iranian home appliance and 

electronic manufacturers be sent to Armenia 
to discuss establishing joint production lines 
with their Armenian counterparts.

In the meeting, Peyman-Pak also mentioned 
the interest of one of the Iranian car 
manufacturers in establishing a production 
line in Armenia and said: “Considering 
Armenia’s membership in the Eurasian Union, 
this action can have good achievements for 
both countries.”

The Armenian deputy minister also welcomed 
the idea of collaboration in car manufacturing 
and said: “We are ready to cooperate with 
the Iranian company in the matters such as 
infrastructure and provision of suitable land 
and we suggest that a delegation from this 
company visits Armenia to make the necessary 
preparations for this project.”

A large business delegation from Iran is due 
to leave for Armenia in mid-October concurrent 
with the opening of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Business Center in Yerevan, Peyman-Pak 
finally announced.
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Many in Europe have to skip 
meals to cope with energy crisis

There is serious and rising concern 
and outrage among the European 
public over the cost of living fueled by 
higher energy prices and approaching 
winter. 

The public despair in Europe 
is being directed at government 
policies as energy costs skyrocket 
out of control ahead of the chilly 
winter season. The risks of civil 
unrest, including street protests and 
demonstrations, in Europe’s richest 
nations is rising, a risk consultancy 
firm says. 

According to Verisk Maplecroft’s 
principal analyst Torbjorn Soltvedt, 
Germany and Norway are among the 
developed economies witnessing 
disruptions to everyday life because 
of labour actions, something already 
seen in the United Kingdom.

Verisk’s latest report on its civil 
unrest index, which assesses the risk 
of disruption to business caused by 
the mobilisation of societal groups, 
finds more than 50 percent of the 
countries covered experienced an 
increase in mass mobilisations risk, 
the highest on the company’s records. 

“Over the winter, it wouldn’t come 
as a surprise if some of the developed 
nations in Europe start to see more 
serious forms of civil unrest,” Soltvedt 
says.

More in Common, a non-profit 
organization, has asked the views 
more than 7,000 people in France, 
Germany, Poland and the UK. The 
polls show the severity of the crisis. 

A majority expressed their concern 
of social unrest over the coming 
months because of rising inflation 
spearheaded by the energy crisis. In 
all four countries surveyed people 
said the cost of living is now the most 
important issue facing their country. 

“Many are already struggling to 
cope; having to draw from savings 
or skip meals, particularly among 
disengaged and low-trust segments 
of the population… the vast majority 
believe this won’t be a short crisis, 
with many seeing no end in sight.” 
said a report from More in Common.

The survey points out that 
Europeans have lost confidence in 
their governments’ ability to handle 
the crisis. Few expect rising inflation 
to end any time soon, with over one in 
three people surveyed uncertain that 
it will ever end.

Workers across the UK are 

continuing to strike, demanding 
higher wages. According to the trade 
union Unite, some 1,600 bus drivers 
in London used the August bank 
holiday weekend between 27 and 28 
August, to strike following similar 
strike action the previous weekend. 

Unite general secretary Sharon 
Graham says “the two words that 
unite all the individual strikes taking 
place are ‘pay cuts’. Workers are 
simply no longer prepared to accept 
poverty wages, especially when they 
know employer after employer is 
guilty of rampant profiteering.”

She adds that “there could be 
hundreds of disputes involving tens 
of thousands of workers over the 
coming months if employers continue 
to offer real terms wage cuts 
presented as pay increases. Graham 
also warns “It’s time to stop telling 
workers to pay the price for inflation 
and instead do something to tackle 
excessive profiteering.

British rail workers are set to stage 
a fresh round of strikes on September 
15 and 17 in a dispute over pay, jobs 
and conditions, the National Union of 
Rail, Maritime and Transport Workers 
(RMT) says. 

The RMT says over 40,000 of its 
members will walk out across the 
country “effectively shutting down 
the railway network.” More than 560 
dockworkers at the Port of Liverpool, 
one of Britain’s largest container 
docks, are also among the public 
workers taking industrial action in 
this month. 

In France, media reports say 
transport and public services workers 
are set to protest across the country 
throughout September demanding 
better pay. Unions such as the CGT are 
pushing for public services workers 
go on strike.

European inflation was already 
high in the aftermath of the 
Coronavirus pandemic. However, 
prices have increased further after 
Europe imposed sanctions on Russian 
energy supplies in the aftermath of 
the Ukraine conflict. The fighting 
broke out after Moscow warned 
against the eastward expansion of 
the U.S.-led NATO military alliance 
toward its border. 

Critics say America is the biggest 
beneficiary of the conflict as it makes 
a generous profit on energy sales 
while at the same time managed to 
finally prevent Russian energy from 
flowing to Europe. 

German protesters have gathered 
in the country’s municipality of 
Lubmin in the country’s north east at 
the site of Nord Stream gas pipeline 
terminal from Russia.

They have called for the opening of 
Nord Stream 2, a new pipeline which 
was about to go operational, despite 
Washington’s pressure on Berlin, 
but has been blocked by the German 
government after the conflict broke 
out.

At a rally, speakers called for 
a ban on exports of weapons to 
Ukraine and the resignation of the 
federal government. On the energy 
crisis, the protesters demanded the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline be put into 
operation immediately and that no 
LNG terminals be built offshore.

Footage shows the participants 
waving German and Russian flags. 
Slogans such “Nord Stream 2 instead 
of fracking gas” and “Your sanctions 
hit us” were seen on banners.

Meanwhile, tens of thousands of 
Czechs protested in Prague against 
the European Union and the NATO 
military alliance. They demanded help 
with rising energy bills, the largest 
manifestation of public discontent 

over inflation. 

About 70,000 people filled 
Wenceslas Square in the center of 
the Czech capital, according to police 
estimates, holding signs denouncing 
the country’s membership of the EU 
and the NATO military alliance, while 
demanding military neutrality over 
the conflict in Ukraine. 

Czech inflation is currently the 
highest since 1993 and the central 
bank forecasts it to peak at around 
20 percent in the coming months. 
Organizers have vowed to stage 
further rallies unless the government 
steps down. 

Last week, the county’s justice 
minister, Pavel Blažek, who is also a 
member of the prime minister’s party, 
warned of the risk of riots and the fall 
of the government in the absence 
of an urgent solution to the winter 
energy crisis. “If the energy crisis is 
not resolved, the political system of 
this country is at risk,” he said.

Demonstrations elsewhere in 
Europe saw around 8,000 people 
march in Budapest in solidarity with 
Hungary’s teachers, who say they 
are facing low pay and poor working 
conditions. Teachers in neighboring 
Poland say they face a similar 
problem. 

The ferocious rise in the cost 
of living crisis has shaken people 
in Spain where the conservative 
opposition has surged to a poll lead 
of almost nine points ahead of next 
year’s general election.

Inflation is high on the list of 
worries among Swedes voting in the 
general election on September 11. 
Parties are rushing with promises 
to ease the pain but take a risk with 
short term measures that may have 
long term costs on the country’s 
economy.

Other places the inflation impact 
is being felt in politics include the 
UK where a new poll shows only 12 
percent of Britons expect new PM 
Truss to be a great or good prime 
minister, with half (52 percent) 
expecting her to be poor or terrible.

And the crisis may linger on; last 
week, the chief executive of Shell 
predicted that Europe is headed for 
a multi-winter energy crisis. “It may 
well be that we will have a number of 
winters where we have to somehow 
find solutions,” Ben van Beurden told 
a news conference.

From page 1   of commercial aircraft and 
parts, exports from the United States, and imposing 
secondary sanctions on entities and countries who 
help Iran evade sanctions. Iranians have suffered 
shortages of life-saving medicines. This undeclared 
war on Iran has gone on for over 40 years with no 
positive result for the United States. 

The fallout of sanctions on Iran have reverberated 
around the world. This is most visible in the availability 
and price of natural gas (piped and liquefied), oil 
and petrochemicals. Iran is the logical competitor 
to Russian piped gas to Europe. The possibility of 
Iranian piped gas for Europe and expanded liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) output was killed by President 
Clinton in the mid 1990s; Iran had invited Bechtel 
(the company that developed Qatar’s LNG plants) 
for discussions to develop Iran’s North Pars Field, to 
pipe the gas and ship the LNG, but the enactment of 
the Iran-Libya Sanctions Act (ILSA) prevented this by 
limiting investment in and cooperation with Iran’s oil 
and gas sector. ILSA also prevented the development 
of Iran’s oil fields (at that time, specifically the giant 
Azadegan field by CONOCO). The U.S. “brain trust” 
understandably failed to see the future, such as 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the acceleration of 
climate change. All the U.S. could see was its desire to 

isolate Iran there and then. 

To gauge the impact of sanctions on alliances, the 
sanctions on Russia, along with those existing on Iran 
and Venezuela, should make the point. Principally, 
China, Iran and Venezuela have bonded with Russia. 
This alliance could adversely affect U.S. commercial 
and political interests for years to come. Russia has 
the largest reserves of natural gas (24 % of world 
reserves) followed by Iran (17%). This will result in a 
mighty global alliance in gas. China has the biggest 
reserves of rare earth metals (35%); Venezuela has 
the largest oil reserves in the world (18% of the total) 
with Iran ranking fourth (9.5%). 
China is the biggest manufacturer 
in the world. The combination 
of Russia, China, Venezuela and 
Iran poses an existential threat 
for U.S. interests in West Asia, 
the Far East, and Latin America 
and even in Africa. What we see 
is that U.S. sanctions can affect 
national interests and change alliances that could in 
time boomerang to hurt the United States. Why can’t 
we see this coming? Do we care?

A much ignored consequence of sanctions is 
that the fallout continues for years to come. Again, 
Iran provides a case in point. Today after over 40 
years of sanctions, no matter what a U.S. president 
does, Iran will be effectively under the sanctions 
cloud for years to come. Today the United States is 
in negotiations to ‘lift’ some sanctions if the JCPOA, 
the nuclear agreement that the U.S. abrogated, is 
restored. Sadly this will do little for Iran besides 
providing some short-term relief. No international 
financial institution, no multinational corporation 

and no private investor is likely to make a massive 
investment in Iran for years, if not decades, to come. 
The reason is simple, they cannot trust the United 
States not to re-impose sanctions, in turn adversely 
affecting their investment. Iran has been severed 
from the global community for years to come. Wars, 
after they are over, have no such reverberations—
witness Germany, Japan and Vietnam.

Yes, there’s no doubt, wars are horrific in term 
of loss of life, injuries, refugees and physical and 
economic destruction and loss. The loss associated 
with sanctions may be silent and opaque, but they are 

just as real and the fallout is not 
limited to the sanctioned country 
and the sender of sanctions 
because sanctions affect global 
supply chains, restructure the 
global economy and increase 
uncertainty and risk for years. 
Yet, there has never been a 
comprehensive accounting of the 

global economic cost of sanctions, in part because 
the fallout goes on for decades and may not yet be 
over. Sanctions that last for years poison relations 
between the U.S. and the sanctioned country for 
years, if not for decades. While wars must be avoided 
at all cost, sanctions are not a good substitute and 
don’t provide a sharp finality to the conflict.

It is urgent for the world to come together at 
the United Nations to rein in sanctions. To restrict 
sanctions beyond the import and export of military 
equipment. If we don’t act now, the world will become 
more divided, adversarial, uncertain and vulnerable 
to economic shocks with economic prosperity and 
scientific cooperation in peril.  

The German government on Sunday unveiled 
a new multi-billion euro plan to help households 
cope with soaring prices, and said it was eyeing 
windfall profits from energy companies to help 
fund the relief.

German businesses and consumers are feeling 
the pain from sky-high energy prices, as Europe’s 
biggest economy seeks to extricate itself from 
reliance from Russian supplies in the wake of 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.

Rapid measures to prepare for the coming 
cold season will ensure that Germany would “get 
through this winter,” Chancellor Olaf Scholz said at 
the unveiling of the 65-billion-euro ($65-billion) 
package.

The latest agreement, which brings total relief 
to almost 100 billion euros since the start of the 
Ukraine war, was hammered out overnight into 
Sunday by Germany’s three-way ruling coalition 
of Scholz’s Social Democrats, the Greens, and the 
liberal FDP.

Among the headline measures are one-off 
payments to millions of vulnerable pensioners 
and a plan to skim off energy firms’ windfall 
profits.

The government’s latest relief package came 
two days after Russian energy giant Gazprom said 
it would not restart gas deliveries via the Nord 
Stream 1 pipeline on Saturday as planned after a 
three-day maintenance.

The government had made “timely decisions” to 
avoid a winter crisis, Scholz said, including filling 
gas stores and restarting coal power plants.

But preventative measures, including a drive to 

reduce consumption, have done little to break a 
sharp increase in household bills.

Third package

The latest announcement follows two previous 
relief packages totalling 30 billion euros, which 
included a reduction in the tax on petrol and a 
popular heavily subsidised public transport ticket.

But with the expiration of many of those 
measures at the end of August and consumer 
prices soaring, the government has been under 
pressure to provide new support.

Inflation rose again to 7.9 percent in August, 
after falling for two straight months thanks to 
previous government relief measures.

The take-off in energy prices is expected to 
push inflation in Germany to around 10 percent by 
the end of the year, its highest rate in decades.

Scholz said however that not everyone is 
suffering from the high consumer prices.

Some energy companies which may not be using 
gas to generate electricity were “simply using the 
fact that the high price of gas determines the 
price of electricity and are therefore making a lot 
of money,” he said.

“We have therefore resolved to change the 
market organisation in such a way that these 
random profits no longer occur or that they are 
skimmed off.”

The trimming of windfall profits would 
create “financial headroom that should be used 
specifically to relieve the burden for consumers in 
Europe,” the government said in its policy paper.

(France 24)

Canada stabbing: 
police say 10 killed 
and 15 hurt in 
Saskatchewan

Cabadian police are hunting for two suspects 
after a stabbing spree that killed 10 people and 
wounded at least 15 others mostly in a sparsely 
populated Indigenous community early on 
Sunday.

Police are hunting two suspects identified as 
Damien Sanderson and Myles Sanderson.

2 dead, 11 injured 
after suicide bomb 
blast near Russian 
Embassy in Kabul
Two people were killed and 11 injured after a 

suicide bomber detonated explosives near the 
entrance of the Russian Embassy in Kabul, police 
said on Monday, adding the attacker was shot dead 
by armed guards as he approached the gate.

The explosion near the Russian embassy in the 
Afghan capital of Kabul was carried out by a suicide 
bomber, the Arabic TV channel Al Arabiya reported 
on Monday.

Liz Truss named 
as Britain’s next 
prime minister
Liz Truss was named as Britain’s next prime 

minister on Monday, winning a leadership race for 
the governing Conservative party at a time when the 
country faces a cost of living crisis, industrial unrest 
and a recession.

After weeks of an often bad-tempered and divisive 
leadership contest that saw the foreign minister 
face off against former finance minister Rishi Sunak, 
Truss came out on top in a vote of Conservative Party 
members, winning by 81,326 votes to 60,399.

Lindsey Graham: 
Trump will lose in 
2024 to Biden if he 
doesn’t curb his 
personality
Speaking in an interview with CNBC, Graham 

said he believes Trump “could be” the best person 
to represent the Republican Party in 2024.

“Whether you like Trump or not he was a 
consequential president,” Graham said. “I think 
a strong American president — unpredictable — 
is a good thing as long as you keep it within the 
boundaries.”

“His problem is personal, his policies have stood 
the test of time but has he worn the American 
people out in terms of his personality? Time will 
tell,” Graham continued. “But I’ll say this, after the 
Biden presidency, if there’s a policy debate in 2024, 
I like his chances. If it’s a personality contest, he’ll 
be in trouble.”

Tens of thousands 
protest in Prague 
against Czech 
government, EU 
and NATO

An estimated 70,000 people protested in 
Prague against the Czech government on 
Saturday, calling on the ruling coalition to do 
more to control soaring energy prices and 
voicing opposition to the European Union and 
NATO.
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TEHRAN–A team of Iranian 
archaeologists has unearthed 
portions of an ancient Sassanid 
structure during its excavations in 
the Davudabad region of Markazi 
province.

“We have found the entrance 
and walls of a Sasanian building 
following one month of excavation,” 
ISNA quoted archaeologist 
Mohammedreza Nemati as saying on 
Monday.

The surrounding fortifications 
comprise two parallel thick walls 
with a width of 125 cm and a corridor 
embedded between these two walls, 
Namati, who leads the survey, stated.

“The walls are made of bricks 
measuring 12x40x40 cm and 
12x54x54 cm with white-colored 
mud mortar. The clays used in the 
walls are also prepared from local soil 
and are often of low quality and are 
whitish and bright red with a large 
amount of coarse sand and pebbles,” 
the archaeologist explained.

Moreover, the archaeologist 
says the corridor leads to an oval-
shaped tower. “The entire surface 
of the walls as well as the corridor’s 
floor are plastered. And, in the 
eastern part of the trench, there 
is a corridor that leads to an oval-
shaped tower, parts of its cradled 
roof with a curved arch have 
remained intact.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, the 
archaeologist said: “The bricks used 
in the tower are 12 x 34 x 34 cm and 
smaller than the bricks of the walls, 
and to strengthen the wall of the 

tower, its outer part is filled with a 
whitish layer.”

“We believe that the western 
part of the structure is unearthed 
according to the aerial and 
topographical images… and 
probably the eastern part is also 
the same.”

Due to the deliberate 
abandonment of this building, no 
flawless object is found so far, 
and the most important find of 
this season is the remains of a 
clay jar, which has many carved 
decorations on its outer body 
surface. In addition, a number of 

ram’s horns, bones related to boars, 
game spears, stone tools, and many 
pieces of pottery were found.

According to the architectural 
findings and the available evidence, 
this building was not residential, 
and it seems to be a building with a 
religious function.

In addition, the ruins are 
estimated to date from the 
Sassanid period. It was completely 
abandoned in the early Islamic era, 
the expert said.

The Sassanid era is of very 
high importance in the history 
of Iran. Under the Sassanids, 

Persian architecture and the arts 
experienced a general renaissance. 
Architecture often took grandiose 
proportions, such as palaces 
at Ctesiphon, Firuzabad, and 
Sarvestan, which are amongst the 
highlights of the ensemble.

Generally, a Sassanid 
archaeological landscape 
represents a highly efficient system 
of land use and strategic usage of 
natural topography in the creation 
of the earliest cultural centers of 
the Sassanid civilization.

In 2018, an ensemble of 
Sassanian historical cities in 
southern Iran, titled “Sassanid 
Archaeological Landscape of Fars 
Region,” was named a UNESCO 
site. The ensemble comprises 
eight archaeological sites situated 
in three geographical parts of 
Firuzabad, Bishapur, and Sarvestan.

The World Heritage reflects 
the optimized usage of natural 
topography and bears witness 
to the influence of Achaemenid 
and Parthian cultural traditions 
and of Roman art, which later 
had a significant impact on the 
architecture and artistic styles of 
the Islamic era.

Apart from architecture, 
crafts such as metalwork and 
gem-engraving grew highly 
sophisticated, yet scholarship 
was encouraged by the state. In 
those years, works from both the 
East and West were translated 
into Pahlavi, the language of the 
Sassanians.

TEHRAN–Kerman province’s tourism 
department has implemented initiatives to 
improve tourist amenities in the UNESCO-
registered Maymand, which has long been an 
amazing place for troglodytes in southern Iran.

“200 billion rials (some $690,000) was spent 
to help improve the tourism infrastructure in 
Maymand,” CHTN quoted the provincial tourism 
chief as saying on Sunday.

“Due to the global registration of Maymand 
and the high presence of Iranian and foreign 
tourists in this village, completing its tourist 
infrastructure has been one of the priorities of the 
General Directorate of Cultural Heritage in Kerman 
province,” Fereydoun Fa’ali explained.

The cultural landscape of Maymand was named 
a UNESCO World Heritage in 2015 as an exemplar 
system of manmade cave dwellings that is believed 
to be practiced in the region to cope with its harsh 
climate.

Sandwiched between a desert and a mountain, 
Maymand has cold winters and exceedingly 
hot summers yet abundant with mulberry and 
blackberry trees. Living conditions in the village 
are considered severe due to the aridity of the land, 

high temperatures in the summer, and very cold 
winters.

It is believed to be one of human’s primary 
residents in the country as its history stretches 
far back in time to about 10,000 years ago. Some 
of its natural and manmade caves are still used for 
housing and shelter.

The houses in the continually inhabited village 
are carved like caverns inside the mountain. The 
internal spaces have corridors and pillars featuring 
rural architecture. The houses are situated on four 
or five stories, one on top of the other.

Narratives say the early residents did not use 

a hammer and chisel, but rather a type of local, 
pointed stone that was hard enough to carve 
images onto the rocks. This method of carving 
is still practiced in the region. Some of the stone 
engravings in the village date back to 10,000 years 
ago.

For the time being, the majority of inhabitants 
are semi-nomadic shepherds. They raise their 
animals on mountain pastures, living in temporary 
settlements in spring and autumn.

The community has a strong bond with the 
natural environment that is expressed in social 
practices, cultural ceremonies, and religious 
beliefs.

The local dialect contains words from the 
ancient Sassanid and Pahlavi languages. The 
dialect has barely changed due to the remoteness 
of the village.

The area is also home to various animals such as 
snakes, lizards, hedgehogs, deer, leopards, wolves, 
foxes, and also birds of prey. Few seasonal springs 
around the village contribute to the flourishing 
of agriculture in the area. In such an arid climate, 
residents have to collect every drop of water to 
make a living as their ancestors did.

TEHRAN–Handicrafts businesses 
across the southwestern Kohgiluyeh-
Boyer Ahmad province have received 
financial support, the deputy 
provincial tourism chief has said.

Some 170 billion rials ($567,000) 
in loans were paid to 140 handicraft 
artisans of the province, Mohammad 
Kazem Rahmani explained on Monday.

This amount of money is expected 
to facilitate launching handicrafts 
workshops as well as generating job 
opportunities, the official added.

The southwestern province is 
known for its nomads and nomadic 
life. Sightseers may live with a 
nomadic or rural family for a while or 
enjoy an independent stay and assist 
them with day-to-day life. It also 
opens up an opportunity to feel rustic 
routines, agriculture, traditions, arts, 

and culture.

Wide-ranging handicrafts

With 14 entries, Iran ranks first 
globally for the number of cities and 
villages registered by the World Crafts 
Council, as China with seven entries, 
Chile with four, and India with three 
ones come next. For instance, Shiraz 
is named a “world city of [diverse] 
handicrafts”, Malayer is a global hub 
for woodcarving and carved-wood 
furniture, while Zanjan has gained the 
title of a “world city of filigree.”

In addition, the ancient city of 
Shiraz has been chosen to host the 
39th General Assembly of the World 
Crafts Council-Asia-Pacific Region 
(WCC-APR) in May 2023. Shiraz has 
a remarkable amount of handicraft 
pioneers. With an average age of 70, 
some of these pioneers are still active 

at their workshops. The occupational 
records of about 100 pioneers are 
collected and are annually praised by 
the custodians of the WCC General 
Office.

Available data compiled by the 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, 
and Handicrafts suggests the value 
of Iran’s handicrafts exports stood at 
$120 million during the first eleven 
months of the Iranian calendar year 
1399 (March 20, 2020–February 18, 
2021), Mehr reported. The country’s 
handicrafts exports slumped during 

the mentioned months in comparison 
to the same period last a year earlier 
due to the damage the coronavirus 
pandemic has inflicted on global 
trade.

The Islamic Republic exported 
$427 million worth of handicrafts 
during the first eleven months of 
the calendar year, 1398 (started 
March 2019). Of the figure, some 
$190 million was earned via suitcase 
trade (allowed for customs-free 
and tax-free transfer) through 20 
provinces, according to data compiled 
by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism and Handicrafts. Ceramics, 
pottery vessels, handwoven cloths 
as well as personal ornamentations 
with precious and semi-precious 
gemstones are traditionally exported 
to Iraq, Afghanistan, Germany, the 
U.S., the UK, and other countries.

TEHRAN–A total of 24 tourism-
related projects are planned to 
be carried out in the western 
province of Kermanshah, the 
provincial tourism chief has said.

A budget of 2.3 trillion rials 
($7.7 million) will be channeled 
into the projects, Mohammadreza 
Soheili said on Sunday.

The projects are estimated 
to generate over 380 job 
opportunities upon their 
completion, the official added.

Tourism complexes, hotels, 
motels, and eco-lodge units are 
parts of the projects, he noted.

Kermanshah embraces a variety 
of awe-inspiring historical sites, 
including Taq-e Bostan and the 
UNESCO-registered Bisotun.

Inscribed into the base of a 
towering cliff, Taq-e Bostan 
comprises extraordinary 
Sassanian bas-reliefs of ancient 
victorious kings to divide 
opinions. Late afternoon is the 

best time to visit, as the cliff 
turns a brilliant orange in the 
setting sun, which then dies 
poetically on the far side of the 
duck pond.

Bisotun is a patchwork of 
immense yet impressive life-size 
carvings depicting king Darius 
I and several other figures. 
UNESCO has it that Bisotun bears 
outstanding testimony to the 
important interchange of human 
values in the development of 
monumental art and writing, 

reflecting ancient traditions in 
monumental bas-reliefs.

Another popular historical site 

in the province is the Temple of 
Anahita in the city of Kangavar, 
which is believed to have been 
built circa 200 BC. Several 
column bases and ruins of a wall 
remain from the magnificent 
Greek-style temple. The temple 
was used during the Parthian 
era (248 BC-224) as well as the 
Sassanid era (224-651).

Kermanshah was founded in the 
4th century CE by Bahram IV of 
the Sassanid dynasty. Conquered 
by the Arabs in 640, it was called 

Qirmasin (Qirmashin). Under the 
Seljuk rule in the 11th century, it 
was the chief town of Kordestan. 
The Safavids (ruled 1501–1736) 
fortified the town, and the Qajars 
repulsed an attack by the Turks 
during Fath Ali Shah’s rule (1797–
1834). Occupied by the Turkish 
army in 1915 during World War 
I, it was evacuated in 1917. The 
construction of a road in the 
1950s over the age-old Khorasan 
track added considerably to the 
importance of the city.

TEHRAN– Representatives of Iran and Russia 
recently agreed that a previously-inked visa 
waiver program for tourist groups will take 
effect in 2023.

In a committee composed of officials from 
the two countries, we agreed to abandon the 
visa requirements for Iranian and Russian 
tourist groups from January 1, 2023, and the 
parties are committed to implementing it 
from the specified date, Leyla Ajdari, a tourism 
ministry official in charge of foreign tourism 
marketing said on Monday.

The agreement was initially signed by former 
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and his 
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin in 2017.

Last year, an Iranian travel expert said many 
Russian tourists were eager to travel to Iran, an 
Iranian travel expert said on Monday, recounting 
his Russian counterparts. “Many [potential] 
Russian travelers are motivated to visit novel 
and lesser-known destinations such as Iran 
that could be a safe and attractive destination,” 
said Mostafa Sarvari, who presided over the 
tourism marketing and advertising office of the 
Iranian Tour Operators Association.

The Head of the Iranian Tour Operators 

Association Ebrahim Pourfaraj believes the 
majority of potential Russian travelers are 
unaware of the vast tourist attractions that 
exist in every corner of Iran. “The fact is that 
Iran’s political and economic relations with 
Russia are considered as good, but this has 
nothing to do with attracting tourists because 
it is directly connected with the Russian 
people. It is the Russian people who must 
choose Iran as their destination.”

The Islamic Republic expects to reap a 
bonanza from its numerous tourist spots 
such as bazaars, museums, mosques, 
bridges, bathhouses, madrasas, mausoleums, 
churches, towers, and mansions, of which 26 
are inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage 
list.

TEHRAN–The Islamic Republic of Iran 
Railways plans to continue operating the 
Tehran-Karbala passenger train service until 
the end of the current Iranian year 1401 (ends 
in March 2023).

Until the end of the year, the Tehran-Karbala 
passenger train will be in operation, the head 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways has 
said.

The train route was launched on a trial 
basis for three months, and it has been under 
consideration for the entire year, Mehr quoted 
Seyyed Miad Salehi as saying on Monday.

There has been an increase of 100 percent in 
train trips during the Arbaeen pilgrimage, the 
official added.

The annual Arbaeen pilgrimage, aka Arbaeen 
trek, is a characteristic spiritual exercise in 
which hundreds of thousands of Shia and Sunni 
Muslims, even Christians and Zoroastrians, 
etc. from various nationalities participate.

The religious treks will be destined for 
Karbala, where Imam Hussein (AS), the 
grandson of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), is 
laid to rest.

The event marks an end to the 40-day 
mourning period following the martyrdom 
of the Imam and his loyal companions at the 
Battle of Karbala on Muharram 10 in the year 
61 AH (680 CE).

TEHRAN–An urgent restoration project 
on a Safavid-era (1501-1736) synagogue 
in Sanandaj, western Kordestan province, 
has come to an end, the deputy provincial 
tourism chief has said.

The project involved strengthening the 
structure, repairing the damaged parts, 
and restoring its façade, Mohammad 
Aminian said on Monday.

The structure, which has been inscribed 
on the national heritage list, is one of 
the unique historical monuments in the 
region, the official added.

The name Kordestan refers to the 
region’s principal inhabitants. After the 
Turkish invasion of Iran in the 11th century 
CE (Seljuk period), the name Kurdistan 
was applied to the region comprising the 

northwestern Zagros Mountains. It was 
during the reign of Abbas I the Great of 
Iran’s Safavid dynasty (1501–1736) that 
the Kurds rose to prominence, having 
been enlisted by Abbas I to help stem the 
attacks of the marauding Uzbeks from 
the east in the early 17th century.

Sassanid ruins 
unearthed in 
central Iran6 S t r a i g h t  T r u t h
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Maymand, a very old village of troglodytes, develops tourist amenities

Iran, Russia to implement visa 
waiver program in new year

Tehran-Karbala rail service operating 
until yearend

Kohgiluyeh-Boyer Ahmad handicrafts sector receives support from government Restoration completed on 
Safavid-era synagogue

Tourism projects to be implemented in Kermanshah



From page 1    temperature, 
and mechanical. Smart materials 
are quite broad, so it is difficult to 
introduce the very first one. But 
piezoelectric materials that produce 
a voltage when stress is applied, are 
certainly among the oldest. The Curie 
brothers discovered the piezoelec-
tricity of minerals like this in 1880.

Are smart materials just used in 
laboratories or have functions in 
our daily life?

Yes, indeed we use functional 
materials for a wide range of appli-
cations including sensors, actuators, 
and energy sources. For instance, we 
use photovoltaic materials to gener-
ate electricity from light and piezo-
electric in several types of igniters. 
But what could be much more inter-
esting is to use the intrinsic features 
of smart materials to store and pro-
cess information. This could change 
the way we make data processors 
today and can lead to computers 
that outperform what we have to-
day.

Would you please explain the 
discovery in simple words and de-
scribe its effect on the develop-
ment of sciences?

Vanadium Dioxide is a mate-
rial that is normally insulating 
(does not conduct electricity, like 
a piece of glass), but when it re-
ceives a certain electric current, it 
undergoes a phase transition and 
becomes a conductor (like cop-
per). We observed that the time it 
takes for the Vanadium Dioxide to 
switch from the insulating to the 
conducting state heavily depends 
on the history of the materials. It 
looks like the material remembers 
its history!

This behavior indicated that Va-
nadium oxide can exhibit a neu-
ron-like activation, meaning it can 
pass electric current under certain 
conditions which are very similar 
to neurons. We didn’t expect to see 
this kind of memory effect, and it 
has nothing to do with electronic 
states but rather with the physi-
cal structure of the material. It’s a 
novel discovery: no other material 
behaves in this way

The discovery is important be-
cause engineers rely on memory to 

perform calculations of all kinds, 
and materials offering greater ca-
pacity, speed, and miniaturization 
in this process are in high demand. 
VO2 now appears to tick all three 
of these boxes. More importantly, 
the material behaves similarly to 
neurons which enables the imple-
mentation of brain-like computers 
which can solve problems that are 
fundamentally challenging for bi-
nary processors.

Is it also possible to carry out 
such kinds of research in Iran?

Such research is multidisci-
plinary in nature. It respectively 
relies on material scientists, nan-
otechnology experts, and elec-
trical engineers to synthesize 
high-quality Vanadium Dioxide, 
fabricate neuron-like devices on 
small scales, and electrically op-
erate the system for data storage 
or processing purposes. Although 
Iranian universities are not gener-
ally advanced in nanotechnology, I 
do know at least two laboratories 
at the Sharif University of Technol-
ogy and Tehran Universe that are 
capable of doing that. So, such re-
search is in principle possible.
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Magnitude 5.4 quake rattles Hormozgan
TEHRAN - An earthquake measur-

ing 5.4 on the Richter Scale struck 
the city of Fin, southern Hormozgan 
province, 54 kilometers northwest of 
the capital port city of Bandar Abbas.

The earthquake occurred at 13:44 
local time on Monday at the depth of 
14 kilometers, the Iranian Seismolog-
ical Center reported.

Rescue teams had been sent to the 
area but there were no immediate re-

ports of fatalities or damage.

On July 2, an earthquake measur-
ing 6.1 on the Richter Scale struck 
the port city of Bandar Khamir in 
Hormozgan, leaving 5 dead and 44 
injured.

The incident cut power lines in 
around 30 villages with 2,500 fami-
lies in the region.

A total of 713 earthquakes have 

been recorded across the country 
over the fourth calendar month of 
Tir (May 21-June 22), according to the 
seismological networks of the Insti-
tute of Geophysics of the University 
of Tehran.

Of the total 713 quakes, 32 were 
more than 4 on the Richter scale, 
the largest of which occurred on 
May 23, with a magnitude of 5.5 in 
the southeastern province of Sis-

tan-Baluchestan.

Statistically, 572 earthquakes with 
magnitudes smaller than 3, and 109 
earthquakes with magnitudes be-
tween 3 to 4 have occurred. At least 
30 earthquakes with a magnitude of 
4.5 to 5 have occurred in the country.

There were 2 earthquakes with a 
magnitude of 5 to 6.

Also, Hormozgan province has 

the highest number of earthquakes 
recorded last month with 96 earth-
quakes, followed by Kerman and 
Fars provinces with 33 and 26 earth-
quakes, respectively.

The Iranian plateau is located in a 
very seismically active region of the 
world and is known not only for its 
major catastrophic earthquakes but 
also for the disasters relating to nat-
ural hazards, especially earthquakes.

It looks like the material 
remembers its history!

Strengthening 
knowledge-

based 
companies are 
on the agenda, 

raising hope 
for reducing 
obstacles on 
the path to 

development.

ENGLISH IN USE

Ove 147,000 liters of smuggled 
gasoil seized in Persian Gulf

TEHRAN – Maritime security forces have confiscated 
more than 147,000 liters of smuggled gasoil in the 
waters around Qeshm Island in the Persian Gulf.

A vessel carrying 147,800 liters of smuggled gasoil 
intended to leave the country’s territorial waters but 
the consignment was seized by the maritime security 
forces of Qeshm, IRIB reported on Tuesday.

The smuggled fuel is worth 145 billion rials 
(about $500,000), the report added. Seven crew 
members of the vessel were also detained for 
further investigation. 

گازوئیل  لیتر  هزار   ۱۴۷ حامل  شناور 
قاچاق در خلیج فارس توقیف شد

حامل  شناور  فروند  یک  قشم   دریابانی  پایگاه  مرزبانان 
بیش از ۱۴۷ هزار لیتر سوخت قاچاق را در آب‌های خلیج 

توقیف کردند. فارس 
به گزارش خبرگزاری صداوسیما، یک فروند شناور لنج حامل 
این  قاچاق، که قصد داشت  لیتر سوخت  و ۸۰۰  ۱۴۷ هزار 
محموله بزرگ گازوئیل قاچاق را از مرزهای آبی کشور خارج 

کند با اقدام به موقع مرزبانان توقیف شد.
جهت  که  اند  شده  دستگیر  نیز  شناور  این  خدمه  هفت 
بازداشت  در  قانونی  مراحل  سیر  و  تحقیقات  روند  تکمیل 

به سر می‌برند.
برآورد  ریال  میلیارد   ۱۴۵ سوخت،  محموله  این  ارزش 

است. شده 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION
New cases 1,095

New deaths 24

Total cases 7,534,182

Total deaths 144,019

New hospitalized patients 237

Patients in critical condition 816

Total recovered patients 7,309,427

Diagnostic tests conducted 53,860,846

Doses of vaccine injected 154,364,457

COVID-19 UPDATES ON SEPTEMBER 5 

‘90% of world’s opium coming from Afghanistan is a very serious threat’

TEHRAN - Eskandar Momeni, the director 
of anti-narcotics police headquarters, has 
said it is a very serious threat that around 90 
percent of the world’s opium comes from Af-
ghanistan.

“We pursue the four main issues of con-
frontation, treatment, prevention, and reha-
bilitation. The issue of prevention is a long-
term strategy because we are neighboring a 
country that is the hub of opium production,” 
Momeni said, adding that opium production 
has increased with the support of the United 
States over the past 20 years, ILNA reported.

On August 15, Tehran police chief Hos-
sein Rahimi announced that more than 
3,400 smugglers of narcotics were arrested 
through a plan called Zafar, literally meaning 
victory.

Anti-narcotics police officers arrested 
3,424 drug distributors and discovered more 
than 2 tons of narcotics in the implemen-
tation of the 18th phase of the plan, he ex-
plained, IRNA reported.

He went on to say that eight houses were 
officially sealed and 19 firearms were discov-
ered from drug dealers.

World record for narcotics seizure

Iran holds the record for narcotics confis-
cation in the world, Momeni said in December 
2021.

However, great achievements in the field of 
countermeasures have been gained, and the 
United Nations has officially announced that 
90 percent of opium, 70 percent of morphine, 
and 20 percent of world heroin have been 
discovered by Iran.

In the Iranian calendar year ended in March 
2021, about 1,200 tons of drugs were discov-
ered, which was the highest rate of discovery 
in the world.

According to figures released by the Unit-
ed Nations in 2000, Afghanistan produced 
about 200 tons of narcotics, but in 2018, it 
has grown to 9,500 tons.

In other words, the production of narcotics 

has increased fifty times, which has doubled 
the need for prevention efforts, he highlighted.

Despite the conditions caused by the coro-
navirus outbreak and the imposition of harsh 
sanctions against the country, fortunately, 
with the efforts of anti-narcotics police in 
2020, drug detection increased by 41 percent.

After the Islamic Revolution (in 1979), 
3,800 were martyred, and 12,000 were 
wounded and disabled in the fight against 
drug trafficking.

The UNODC has praised Iran’s efforts to 
fight against narcotics trafficking on the 
occasion of International Day Against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

The organization also officially announced 
that the world’s first place in the discovery of 
opium, heroin, and morphine belongs to Iran.

According to UNODC, Iran remains one of 
the major transit routes for drug trafficking 
from Afghanistan to European countries and 
has had a leading role at the global level in 
drug-control campaigns.

UNODC World Drug Report 2020 estimates 
that in 2018, 91 percent of world opium, 48 
percent of the world morphine, and 26 per-
cent of the world heroin were seized by Iran.

From page 1    knowledge-based com-
panies both in terms of quality and quanti-
ty in line with realizing the goal of a knowl-
edge-based economy, he explained.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei designated the cur-
rent Iranian year as “The Year of Production: 
Knowledge-Based and Job-Creating”.

Strengthening knowledge-based compa-
nies are on the agenda, raising hope for re-
ducing obstacles on the path to development.

The Leader has called on all Iranians, in-
cluding citizens and government officials, to 
work hard to boost knowledge-based pro-
duction and create new jobs.

In this regard, a strategic technology de-
velopment headquarters was formed and 
362,000 technological projects and 154 com-
mercialization projects were supported, in 
addition to the inauguration of 23 national 
mega projects.

Moreover, in the field of innovation and 
entrepreneurship ecosystem development, 
65 creative houses and innova-
tion centers, and 30 special-
ized accelerators have been 
established with the aim of 
empowering and strength-
ening the export capacity of 
knowledge-based, creative, 
and technological companies.

So, over 7,000 knowl-
edge-based and 1,600 cre-
ative companies have so far 
been registered and started 
operations.

The fields of biotechnology, 
agriculture, food industries, 
chemical technologies air-
craft maintenance, steel, gas, 
pharmaceuticals, medical 
equipment and medicine, oil, 
electronics and telecommu-
nications, information technology, and com-
puter software are among the sectors that 
researchers in technology companies have 
engaged in.

Today, the country’s knowledge-based 
ecosystem accounts for more than 3 percent 
of GDP. And the figure is projected to reach 
5 percent, however, the main goal is to step 
toward a 10 percent share in GDP, Vice Pres-
ident for Science and Technology, Sourena 
Sattari told Fars on February 13.

The share of knowledge-based companies 

in the country’s economy has exceeded 9 
quadrillion rials (about $34 billion), and since 
2019, it has experienced a growth of more 
than 450 percent, he stated.

The fields of aircraft maintenance, steel, 
pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, oil, and 
gas are among the sectors that researchers 
in technology companies have engaged in, 
leading to import reduction.

Over the past year, in order to realize a re-
silient and knowledge-based economy, the 
Vice Presidency for Science and Technology 
has implemented a series of activities to fur-
ther develop the ecosystem of innovation and 

technology in the country.

A total of 400 trillion rials 
(nearly $1.4 billion) of finan-
cial services will be allocated 
to the innovation ecosystem 
of the country.

The Iran National Innova-
tion Fund, the Vice Presiden-
cy for Science and Technolo-
gy, the Association of Private 
Banks and Credit Institutions, 
and the Coordinating Coun-
cil of State and Semi-State 
Banks, have signed a memo-
randum of understanding to 
develop a knowledge-based 
economy and innovation and 
technology financing fields.

To support the develop-
ment of strategic technologies in the coun-
try, 205 technology development plans were 
approved in accordance with the needs of 
society, and 23 need-oriented technological 
plans were defined in accordance with the 
declared priorities of the country’s organiza-
tions and institutions.

Holding more than 28 technological 
events, specialized meetings, and webinars 
in strategic and specialized priority areas and 
opening 25 creative and innovation houses 
are other implementation results of this plan.

Knowledge-based companies help 
implement 150 macro projects



Frome Page 1   The Leader’s 
role in formulating the country’s 
foreign and domestic policy, as 
well as in military, defense and 
legal affairs is studied in this part.

In a preface to the book, Velayati 
said that writing the entry on 
Ayatollah Khamenei was proposed 
by Seyyed Kazem Musavi Bojnurdi, 
director of the Center for the Great 
Islamic Encyclopedia.

Velayati agreed to make the 
contribution to the encyclopedia 
after getting the Leader’s 
approval.

He went on saying that the 
entry, which was published in the 
21st book of the encyclopedia, 
was warmly welcomed by the 
general public.

Subsequently, Musavi Bojnurdi 
announced the Center for the 
Great Islamic Encyclopedia’s plan 
to publish the entry in a separate 
book and asked Velayati to write a 
preface to the publication.

On his colleague’s advice, 
Velayati put his spotlight in the 

introduction on the necessity of 
the velayat-e faqih system of 
governance in Shiism during the 
absence of Imam Mahdi (AS).

Velayati is the author of the 
15-volume collection “The Ancient 
and Contemporary History of Iran”.

The last book of the collection 

was published in 2017 under 
the subtitle “Iran during the 
Leadership of Hazrat Ayatollah 
Khamenei”.

A scene from “Left Handed” by Iranian director 
Nasrin Mohammadpur.

Copies of the book “Spring of Knowledge: A Survey of Life Story and Thoughts of Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei” by Ali-Akbar Velayati.
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I wonder at a man who loses hope of salvation when the door 
of repentance is open for him.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:13:03       Evening: 19:43        Dawn: 5:15  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:41  (tomorrow)

Great Islamic Encyclopedia 
publishes entry on Ayatollah 
Khamenei in separate book
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“A Journal of the Plague Year” published in Persian
TEHRAN – A Persian 

translation of English writer 
Daniel Defoe’s book “A Journal 
of the Plague Year” has been 
published in Persian.

Shohreh Miremadi is the 
translator of the book published 
by Saless.

Actually written sixty years 
after the plague of 1665 swept 
through London, Defoe brings 
the city to life in all of its hardship 
and fear. 

With a wealth of detail, “A 
Journal of the Plague Year” 
seems almost a firsthand 
account, taking readers 
through the neighborhoods, 
houses and streets that had 

drastically changed with the 
rising death toll. 

The bustle of business and 
errands gives way to doors 
marked with the cross to signify 
a house of death, as well as the 
dead-carts transporting those 
struck down to the mass graves 
as the dead rise in number to 
nearly 100,000. 

As the epidemic progresses 
and the narrator encounters 
more stories of isolation 
and horror, Defoe reveals his 
masterful balance as both a 
historical and imaginative writer.

Defoe was also a journalist 
and spy, who gained enduring 
fame for his novel “The Life and 

Strange Surprising Adventures 
of Robinson Crusoe: of York, 
Mariner”. 

He is notable for being one of 
the earliest practitioners of the 
novel and helped popularize the 
genre in Britain. 

In some texts, he is even 
referred to as one of the 
founders, if not the founder, of 
the English novel. 

A prolific and versatile 
writer, he wrote more than 
five hundred books, pamphlets 
and journals on various topics, 
including politics, crime, religion, 
marriage, psychology and the 
supernatural. He was also a 
pioneer of economic journalism.

“Left Handed” wins BNP Paribas Excellence Prize at Seoul Intl. Women’s Film Festival

A book that comes out every two days

TEHRAN – Iranian short drama “Left 
Handed” has won the BNP Paribas Excellence 
Prize at the Seoul International Women’s Film 
Festival.

Directed by Nasrin Mohammadpur, the film 
is about Maryam, a 38-year-old woman who 
is the head of a family of four.

“This film contains a lot of narrative despite 
its short running time and scarce dialogue,” 
the organizers of the festival wrote.

“It has many meaningful scenes that allow 
one to guess the labor, environment and lives 
of Iranian women. Therefore, it is hard to take 
our eyes off any scene… However throughout, 
the journey toward determination, fear, 
sadness and suffering are portrayed in 
detail. Perhaps this moment is the message 
at the heart of the film.”

The prize, which is awarded in the Asian 
Shorts section, includes a monetary 
award of KRW 5,000,000 and a trophy, 
and is sponsored by BNP Paribas, a French 
international banking group. 

A jury composed of actress Kim A-joong 

and the directors Gina Kim and Lee Zoo-
young selected the winner in this category.

Winners in different sections were 
announced last Thursday.

“The Apartment with Two Women” by 
South Korean director Kim Se-in was named 
best feature film in the Discover Section.

The film follows Su-gyeong and I-jeong, 
mother and daughter, who have little 
affection for one another. When Su-gyeong’s 
car rushes toward I-jeong in a parking lot, 
I-jeong does not believe her mother’s claim 
that it was an accident. I-jeong pursues an 
apology from Su-gyeong for not just that 
incident but for her entire life.

Inés Alves for her Portuguese drama 
“Waters of Pastaza” was named best director 
in this section.

“Carajita”, a co-production between the 
Dominican Republic and Argentina won the 
special jury prize.

Directed by Silvina Schnicer and Ulises 
Porra, the film is about Sara and her 

nanny Yarisa. They have a relationship 
that transcends class and race. They are 
practically daughter and mother, but an 
accident will test their bond and their hope to 
never say goodbye.

The Grand Prize in the I-Teen Section went 
to “Diversity” by Park Hyejin, Kim Gyurim and 
Kim Minkyo from Korea, while the Korean 
drama “Aurora” by Lee Hyunkyung won the 
Grand Prize in the Asian Shorts Section.

An interview with the author of the 
book “Remember”, Muhammad Rasul 

Mollahasani
The martyr Hamid Siahkali Moradi is the 

topic of Muhammad Rasul Mollahasani’s 
book “Remember,” which is told from the 
perspective of his wife. 

The Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei also praised 
this book and said: “I think it should be 
recorded in history that a young couple 
fasted for three days and prayed to the 
Almighty God to ensure that no sin would 
be committed at their wedding! There 
are numerous young people in our latest 
generation that we ought to see and hear, 
just like this couple.”

The book’s author, Rasul Mollahasani, 
described how he met Hamid Siahkali 
Moradi and how they worked together as 
servants at Rahian-e Noor.

“Before the ceremony marking the 40th 
day since his martyrdom, I suggested to his 
family that I write down his memories. Finally, 
in March 2017, the book was published after 2 
years and 4 months of work and compilation 

of the contents,” he said.

Regarding how each interview was 
conducted and how long it took, he explained 
that it was evident that each time his wife 
was interviewed, she was in great pain and 
sorrow. As a result, the author’s sister was 
the only one to conduct the interviews, 
allowing his wife to feel more at ease.

“There were eight two-hour interview 
sessions, but this was insufficient. As a 
result, memories from the martyr’s family 
or friends were brought up along the way 
and included in the book as well. His family 
was incredibly supportive and helped us a 
lot with the details,” he added.

Additionally, the author expressed his 
excitement at the leadership’s praise, saying 
it was a great surprise and honor for him.

 A poster by Morteza Momayyez.

Front cover of the Persian 
translation of Daniel Defoe’s 

book “A Journal of the 
Plague Year”.

Iran: Graphic arts
Part 2

Among the later artists of this period only 
the works of Frederick Talberg, a Swedish 
immigrant, and of Mushekh and Napol’on 
Sarvari(an), two immigrant Armenian brothers 
educated at the Moscow Academy of Arts, did 
have a distinctive European stamp. 

Talberg started his artistic activity in Tehran 
in about 1929, working mainly for government 
agencies, drawing pictures for various publications, 
and designing commercial and official logos (e.g., 
that of the Persian state railways. 

The Sarvari brothers, beginning their work 
in Tehran in 1930, distinguished themselves in 
trade publicity, stage design, and particularly in 
painting attractive posters for motion pictures 
to be hung above the entrance to movie 
theaters, a kind of publicity for movies that is 
still used today in Persia. 

In their workshop they also trained some 
apprentices, the most successful of whom 
was Aldo.

During the reign of Reza Shah, the best 
known graphic designers, apart from Talberg 
and the Sarvari brothers, were Hasan Mo’ayyed 
Pardazi, Yahya Dowlatshahi, and Reza Shahabi 
(students of Kamal-al-Molk’s school of fine 
arts); Mohammad-Nasser Safa and Ali-Asghar 
Bahrami, illustrators of school textbooks; 
Alamdar, illustrator of the popular religious 
epic Hamla-ye haydari; and Mirza Nasrollah, 
illustrator of the popular stories Mokhtar-
nama and Chahar darvish.

2. In the second period, the Faculty of Fine 
Arts, with its Western-style administration and 
curriculum, was instrumental in bringing about 
a departure from old-fashioned motifs and 
techniques in graphic arts by training a whole 
new generation of graphic designers. 

This period may be loosely subdivided as 
follows: (1) In the earliest part, the prominent 
illustrators and graphic designers were, like 
their predecessors, primarily painters doing 
graphic work on the side. 

They included Misha Giragosian, a graduate 
of the Tashkent Academy of Fine Arts, Hayk 
Ojaqian, both designing and painting cinema 
posters; Mahmud Javadipur, Mohammad 
Bahrami, and Parviz Kalantari, graduates of the 
Faculty of Fine Arts; Javad Hatef, Boyuk Ahmari 
(posters advertising motion pictures), Teymur 
Roshdi, and Sirus Emami. 

(2) The second part was marked by the 
blossoming and expansion of graphic arts 
owing to several factors and developments. 

From the late 1950s on, some Faculty of Fine 
Arts graduates went in for graphic design more 
professionally. 

The creation of a special but limited academic 
course in graphic design by Hushang Kazemi 
(a graduate of the École Nationale Supérieure 
des Arts Décoratifs, Paris) in 1959 at College 
of Decorative Arts (Daneshkade-ye Honarha-
ye Tazyini) in Tehran greatly contributed to 
the introduction of modern ideas, media, and 
techniques in graphic design in Persia. 

Other propitious circumstances included the 
following events: exhibitions of Persian graphic 
designers’ works from 1964 at Iran Gallery 
(Talar-e Iran); creation of a full-scale section 
of graphic art design by the present writer in 
1969 at the Faculty of Fine Arts; establishment 
of Institute for the Intellectual Development 
of Children and Young Adults (Kanun-e 
Parvaresh-e Fekri-e Kudakan o no-Javavan) in 
Tehran in 1966, which encouraged many young 

ambitious designers and illustrators to work 
on the center’s publications and animated 
cartoons; the Shiraz Festival of Art (Jashnvare-
ye Honar-e Shiraz), organized annually from 
1966 by National Iranian Television; and 
Tehran International Film Festival (Jashnvare-
ye Baynalmelali-e Film-e Tehran) held from 
1972 by the former Ministry of Culture and Art 
(Vezarat-e Farhang o Honar). 

Graphic arts thus became intimately involved 
in environmental design, mass media publicity, 
educational activities, and so on. 

The graphic artists prominent in this era up 
to the late 1960s were: Morteza Momayyez 
and Ali-Asghar Masumi (from the late 1950s); 
Sadeq Barirani, Qobad Shiva, and Farshid 
Mesqali (from the early 1960s; Nureddin 
Zarrinkelk, Kamran Katuzian, Ali-Akbar Sadeqi, 
and Aidin Aghdashlu (from the late 1960s). 

Some of these graphic artists, e.g., Momayyez 
and Mesqali, were able to make their works 
and the modern graphic art of Persia known 
internationally.

In the rather independent field of comic and 
satirical illustration (cartoons, caricatures), 
important progress was made in this period. 

The publication of well-known satirical 
weeklies such as Baba Shamal, Towfiq, and 
Chalangar, in the capital and the proliferation 
of newspapers and magazines in this period 
prepared a suitable ground for the flourishing 
of talented cartoonists such as Hassan Towfiq, 
Mohsen Davallu, Hossein Banai, Davari (or 
Davaryar), Jafar Tejaratchi, and, later, Kambiz 
Derambakhsh and Ardashir Mohasses. The 
latter two deeply influenced later graphic 
designers and achieved international renown.

In the case of letter designing, no major 
progress was made owing to insufficient 
interest and lack of investment; the Persian 
press continued to imitate models used for the 
press and other publications in Arab countries. 

However, from about the middle of the 
second period, Hossein Haqiqi produced and 
marketed several designs for letters for use in 
printed texts and in the titles of periodicals.

In the field of textiles (cloths, carpets, and 
the like), glazed tiles (kashi), handicrafts (e.g., 
khatam-sazi “marquetry”), etc., although 
designing various motifs and patterns is 
technically part of graphic arts, in Persia it has 
traditionally been considered as a separate, 
quasi-independent, applied art. 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued.
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