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Tehran condemns U.S., UK for being 
silent on cyberattacks on Iran 

TEHRAN- The United States and Britain have been criticized by the 
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the UN for re-
maining silent about cyberattacks on Iran while dismissing Tehran’s 
involvement in a cyberwar on Albania.

In a statement issued on Thursday, the mission denied the U.S.-UK 
attempt to implicate Iran in any way in a cyberattack against Albania, 
arguing that Washington and London lacked the authority and com-
petence to make such claims against Iran.

The statement reads: “As a victim of cyber-attacks, Iran strongly 
condemns any cyber-attack targeting civilian infrastructure in all its 
forms and manifestations. We rejected the baseless accusations of 
the U.S. and the UK against the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding an 
alleged cyberattack on Albania.

The U.S. and the UK, that had previously remained silent in numer-
ous cyberattacks against Iran’s infrastructures and its nuclear facil-
ities, and had even directly or indirectly supported those measures, 
lack any legitimacy to level such accusations against Iran.

As the main victim of terrorism, Iran urges the Member States of the 
UN to uphold their international obligations in combating terrorism 
by not harboring or supporting terrorist groups within their territory.

Iran, as a country that has been repeatedly attacked by cyberat-
tacks, is an important part of responsible international efforts to deal 
with the threat of cyberattacks.”  Page 3

Iran censures 
frequent U.S. 
sanction on 
Intelligence Ministry

TEHRAN- The periodic sanctions imposed 
by the United States on Iran’s Ministry of In-
telligence was denounced by the Iranian For-
eign Ministry on Saturday.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Ka-
naani said the U.S. recent move against the 
Ministry of Intelligence coupled with its ear-
lier unjustified sanctions on the ministry will 
not be able to stop the authorities from pro-
viding security for the Iranian people.

The U.S. administration created the sce-
nario, not the Albanian government, ac-
cording to the spokesman, as evidenced by 
Washington’s prompt action to repeat sanc-
tions based on unsubstantiated accusations 
against the Ministry of Intelligence and its 
immediate support for Albania’s baseless 
accusations against Iran.

He emphasized that Tirana is the victim of 
the pre-planned plot Washington had engi-
neered against Tehran.

The U.S. has for years forced the Albanian 
government to host a designated terrorist 
cult, called MEK/MKO, and provided it with 
unremitting support. It also trained the 
group in the area of cyberspace.

The Foreign Ministry spokesman added 
such a criminal organization is still one of the 
U.S. tools for carrying out terrorist actions, 
mounting cyberattacks, and waging psycho-
logical warfare against the Iranian nation 
and government. The spokesperson said that 
there is clear evidence of systematic backing 
for terrorists to carry out attacks against the 
Iranian nation and government in Albania 
and that the U.S. supports the organization 
that has the blood of over 17,000 Iranian of-
ficials and citizens on its hands. 

Truly ancient fort 
with great views

TEHRAN - After some two millennia, the ruins 
of Narin fortress still rise imposingly above the 
oasis town of Meybod in the heart of Iran.

Revealing three layers of construction, the oldest 
foundations suggest some kind of settlement was 
built here as early as 4000 BC. Legend has it that the 
castle belonged to King Solomon and was built by 
jinns (spirits), but whatever the original provenance 
of the castle’s foundations, most of what can be 
seen today dates from the Sassanian era.

Lying on the silk route, the fortress was used by 
soldiers who provided an armed escort for pass-
ing caravans, charging a tax for their services, his-
torical sources say.

The view from the top of the castle gives an in-
teresting view of the town of Meybod, and shows 
how the growing population of the citadel spilled 
beyond the castle walls. Watchtowers dotted 
around town until recently formed the further 
reaches of the urban area, but these have since 
been breached as new houses stretch into the 
surrounding desert.

In many ways, Iran under the Sassanian rule 
witnessed tremendous achievements in Persian 
civilization. Experts say that during Sassanid 
times, the art and architecture of the nation expe-
rienced a general renaissance.

The height of the ruins reaches 40 meters from 
its base. And it is possible to watch over 70 kilo-
meters in every direction from the top of the roof. 
The fortress also has a large underground cham-
ber, which was possibly a prison.

Although built some 2,000 years ago, it con-
tains what seems to be a type of plumbing system 
(made out of a kind of mortar called sarooj) which 
was built into its massive walls. Some believe that 
it is also peculiarly similar in design to Ali Qapu 
palace in Isfahan; it has a terrace high on top of 
the structure whose circulation is provided by 
two helical stairwells (whose walls have caved in, 
making it inaccessible).  Page 6

Why the U.S. purposefully 
fails to go after 9/11 
perpetrators

21 years after the September 11 attacks, American security services 
have gone to some lengths in shielding Saudi Arabia from any punitive 
measures, despite all the FBI evidence about the hijackers pointing to 
the involvement of Saudi officials. 

The lack of any action by Washington in pursuing the only line of in-
quiry, in front of the American public, displays a tremendous amount 
of disregard for the victims of the 9/11 attacks and their family’s at-
tempts to seek justice. 

When the U.S. shows this level of apathy for American lives lost, of 
course it can be difficult for it to be trusted in having any respect for 
Afghan, Iraqi or Yemeni lives. 

It would explain the lack of U.S. interest in seeking any justice for 
the many civilians killed by American bombs in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Yemen and elsewhere. The U.S. did wage two wars on the pretext of 
fighting terrorism. 

Both of which went horribly wrong with civilians having to pay the 
price for the policies of hawks and arms manufacturers in Washing-
ton, who make a fortune from U.S. military adventures abroad or oth-
er conflicts that the U.S. can support with constant arms.  Page 5

Families go on Arbaeen pilgrimage
Every year, families embark on walking between the holy cities of Najaf and Karbala to mark 

Arbaeen, 40 days after Ashura, the martyrdom anniversary of Imam Hussein (AS).
The Arbaeen pilgrimage is one of the largest religious gatherings in the world. This year Ar-

baeen falls on September 17.
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TEHRAN - The value of Iran’s non-oil trade with member states of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) has increased by 31 
percent in the first five months of the current Iranian calendar year 
(March 21-August 22), according to the spokesman of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA).

Ruhollah Latifi said the country has traded 21.415 million tons of non-
oil goods worth $17.056 billion with the 11 member states of SCO in the 
mentioned five months, IRNA reported. Iran has exported 17.381 million 
tons of goods worth $9.078 billion to the SCO members in this period, 
registering a 10 percent increase compared to the same period last year.

Moreover, the Islamic Republic imported 4.034 million tons of 
goods worth $7.978 billion from the mentioned countries in the 
said five months, indicating a 68-percent increase compared to last 
year’s same time span.  Page 4

TEHRAN – The national headquarters for dealing with sand and 
dust storms has earmarked 21 trillion rials (about $70 million) over 
the four years from March 2017 to March 2021.

During the mentioned period, some 2.5 million hectares of land 
have been reforested in line with the measures to combat sand and 
dust storms, ISNA quoted Ali-Mohammad Tahmasbi, the secretary of 
the national headquarters for dealing with sand and dust storms, as 
saying on Saturday.

Referring to agreements signed between the Department of Envi-
ronment and environmental authorities of the neighboring countries 
in recent months, he said that the issue of establishing a regional or-
ganization was put forward at a ministerial summit which was held 
in Tehran in July.  Page 7

TEHRAN – The Islamic Culture and Relations Or-
ganization (ICRO) said on Friday that Iran plans to 
organize a cultural week in Syria in the near future.

ICRO director Mohammad-Mehdi Imanipur an-
nounced the plan in a meeting with Syrian Culture 
Minister Lubanah Mshaweh in Tehran.

He said Iran is also ready to host a Syrian cul-
tural week to help improve mutual understanding 
between the Iranian and Syrian peoples.

“Syrian government and people are very dear to 

Iran, and in the Leader of Islamic Revolution’s view, 

Syria has been seen as the pillar of the resistance 

front,” he noted.

Imanipur called media cooperation one of Iran’s 

main priorities, and added that there has been 

significant progress in the animated film industry, 

theater, cinema, music and illustration in Iran over 

the past few decades.  Page 8

TEHRAN – Iran national football team will 
start their training camp on Sept. 14 in Teh-
ran.

Newly-appointed coach Carlos Queiroz 
will arrive in Tehran on Tuesday and start his 
work a day later. 

The Portuguese coach replaced Dragan 
Skocic as Team Melli coach on Thursday.

Iran national football team will leave Teh-
ran on Sept. 17 for Vienna, Austria.

Iran are scheduled to play Uruguay on Sept. 
23 in a friendly match in Austria and they will 
meet Senegal four days later.

Team Melli have been drawn in Group B 
along with England, the U.S. and Wales.

Iran’s 5-month trade with SCO 
members rises 31% 

Some $70m spent to combat sand 
and dust storms in 4 years

Syria to host Iranian cultural week 

Iran football training camp to begin 
on Sept. 14



By Saeed Azimi

TEHRAN— Queen Elizabeth II, 
the longest-serving monarch 

of the Great Britain, died 
on Thursday. Since 

then, British media is 
trying to whitewash 

and rebrand her 
colonialist efforts 

in a complex 
p s y c h o - o p 

consist ing 
of various 

stages. 

Phase 1: Whitewashing
The whitewashing phase began by giving 

the Queen a semi-divine stature, indicating 
that she is resting peacefully in heaven and is 

looking at her loyalists from up. It 
all began with Daily 

Mail posting 
a n 

a r t i c l e 
saying, “A cloud 

formation resembling 
Queen Elizabeth appeared above 

an English town just an hour above her 
death.”

“Leanne Bethell, who lives in Telford in 
England’s west Midlands, shared a photo 

to Facebook of a cloud formation resembling 
Queen Elizabeth just an hour after her 

death,” Daily Mail wrote in an article. 

The article cited anonymous 
Facebook users commenting on the 
picture, saying, “You only see it if you 
look for it. Maybe it is a sign or maybe 
we are just looking for a sign from 

above, who really knows.”

“All I do know is this lady devoted her 
life to us so with the utmost respect. R.I.P 
Queen Elizabeth II,” another user seemingly 
commented according to the English media. 

“My girly Liz always watching over 
us,” another anonymous Facebook user 
commented as per Daily Mail.

The article was published while some 
photojournalists and experts are on the belief 
that the snapshot is heavily edited.

I consulted a prominent photojournalist 
and graphic designer. He told me on the 
condition of anonymity that the pictures 
are taken with two different cameras, but 
he is almost certain that the pictures are 
edited. 

“The shape of the leaves cannot remain the 
same in two different pictures taken by two 
different cameras,” he said, adding, “The only 
thing different in the pictures that is real is the 
change of cars.”

The same article continued, “Rainbows 
appeared above Buckingham Palace and 
Windsor Castle as the death of the Queen 
was announced,” posting a video and several 
images.

Daily Mail quoted several Twitter users as 
saying that the rainbow made them cry and 
indicated that the Queen has sent them “a 
sign.”

“The rainbow at Windsor Castle made 
me cry. The rainbow Queen sent us a 

sign,” it wrote, quoting an anonymous 
Twitter user. 

The article cited another 
Twitter user, which is of course 

anonymous, saying, “A rainbow 
breaks out, as the Union 

Jack is lowered to half-
mast at Windsor tonight. 

A remarkable image. 
Farewell, Ma’am.”

The efforts of the 
h i g h e s t- c i rc u l a t e d 
daily in the UK to 
whitewash the efforts 
of a monarch, who 
was heavily engaged 
in the colonization 
of African countries. 
According to the 
statistics published 
in May 2020, the 
paper had an 
average daily 
readership of 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
2.180 million. 
Obviously, the 
royal family was 
thinking of how to 
make an instant 
impact regarding 
the old monarch’s 
death, and what 
o p p o r t u n i t y 
better than 
publishing what 
you desire in the 
most read daily 
across the UK?

Phase 2: Rebranding colonialism

The Western mainstream media attempted 
to imply that the entire world is in mourning 
for the 96-year-old monarch, and that she was 
the “Queen of Hearts,” but this is a far-fetched 
reality. Certainly, some leaders, such as Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, have referred 
to Queen Elizabeth II as a “stalwart of our 
times”, France’s Emmanuel Macron referred to 
her as “The Queen”. But there are many people 
in Africa, Argentina, and other countries who 
are celebrating her death and jubilantly voicing 
their happiness on social media. 

Ironically, the BBC spoke of Queen Elizabeth’s 
“longstanding relations” with Africa. 
Apparently, the wording has now changed! 
Colonialism has turned into “longstanding 
relations”! 

Posting a video on BBC News Africa’s Twitter 
account on Friday, the BBC social media team 
captioned it: “We take a look back at Queen 
Elizabeth II’s longstanding relationship with 
Africa.”

If the BBC wants to coin a new term, that’s 
fine, but they can’t deviate the truth. History 
speaks for itself.

Ironically, the team decided to warn the 
audience against exercising freedom of 
speech, cautioning in a later tweet, “While we 
encourage a robust debate on our page, we 
would like to ask everyone to be respectful 
and to follow our community guidelines. Any 
posts which do not meet this criteria will be 
removed.”

Obadele Kambon, an associate professor 
at the Institute of African Studies at the 
University of Ghana, told The Africa Report 
that the decision to honor Queen Elizabeth’s 
memory in Ghana betrays the struggles of 
Africans for freedom from colonial rule.

“For us to decide to honor this woman, I 
would say that in many ways it is a betrayal 
all of those Africans who have perished at the 
hands of the British,” Kambon said. “Per the 
records of the Brits, I am not someone who 
will celebrate her. She was an enemy to Black 
people.”

Recent polling from Afrobarometer shows 
that only 46% of people surveyed said that 
former colonial powers are having a positive 
economic and political influence on the 
continent. That is less than China (63%) and 
the United States (60%) but more than Russia 
(35%).

Few deny that the British colonial empire 
profited itself by plundering the resources 
of other countries, oppressing minorities, 
and utilizing excessive violence. As a result, 
the delight of Africans and Black people is 
completely justified. After years of oppression, 
they were finally given the chance to express 
themselves. 

“I heard the chief monarch of a thieving 
raping genocidal empire is finally dying. May 
her pain be excruciating,” tweeted Uju Anya, 
an associate professor of second language 
acquisition at Carnegie Mellon University. She 
later deleted her post.

The tweet, however, caught the eyes of 
Jeff Bezos, eccentric billionaire who owns The 
Washington Post, saying, “This is someone 
supposedly working to make the world better? 
I don’t think so. Wow.”

Anya later replied to Bezos, saying, “If 
anyone expects me to express anything but 
disdain for the monarch who supervised a 
government that sponsored the genocide that 
massacred and displaced half my family and 
the consequences of which those alive today 
are still trying to overcome, you can keep 
wishing upon a star.”

Someone should question Bezos about 
what he has done to make the world a better 
place. Bezos is the billionaire who became 57% 
richer during the Covid-19 outbreak, when 
everyone else was losing money, according 
to CBS. He enriches himself by stealing other 
people’s assets, much like the late British 
monarch. He is in no position to talk about 
“making the world a better place.”

Many people in England’s former colonial 
regions, such as Africa, India, and the 
Caribbean, are recalling a brutal past and 
lamenting the monarchy’s role in the slave 
trade.

The Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) broke 
bridges with the rest of the world hours after 
Queen Elizabeth II’s death was announced, 
saying that they will not be among those 
grieving the British royal. The party, led by 
Julius Malema, said she would be remembered 
for her role in a tragic moment in South Africa, 
a former British colony, and Africa’s history of 
colonialism.

The South African party further stated 
that the monarchy serves as a reminder of a 
particularly terrible chapter in African history.

“Elizabeth Windsor, during her lifetime, 
never acknowledged the crimes that Britain 
and her family in particular perpetrated across 
the world. In fact, she was a proud flag bearer 
of the atrocities because during her reign. 
When the people of Yemen rose to protest 

British colonialism, Elizabeth ordered a brutal 
suppression of that uprising,” the party said in 
a statement.

The Red Berets, as the party’s members 
are nicknamed, says that South Africa’s 
association with Britain has been one of agony, 
misery, death, despair, and dehumanization 
for black people under the leadership of the 
British royal dynasty.

“She willingly benefitted from the wealth 
that was attained from the exploitation 
and murder of millions of people across the 
world. The British Royal Family stands on 
the shoulders of millions of slaves who were 
shipped away from the continent to serve the 
interests of racist white capital accumulation, 
at the center of which lies the British royal 
family,” it added.

In 1913, the British Empire commanded 23 
percent of the world’s population at its peak.

In an opinion piece in The Washington 
Post published hours after the 96 year-old 
monarch’s death, Karen Attiah, a Ghanaian-
American writer and editor, wrote, “Black and 
brown people around the world who were 
subject to horrendous cruelties and economic 
deprivation under British colonialism are 
allowed to have feelings about Queen 
Elizabeth. After all, they were her ‘subjects’ 
too.”

The statement is totally true. The British 
public and the mourners of the queen are 
ignorant about Britain’s colonial past.

Elizabeth Graham, a professor at University 
College London, wrote in The Guardian about 
this issue, saying, “I’ve talked to students in 
various classes over the years and they say 
that they do not learn about British colonial 
history – either in Asia, Africa or the Americas 
(other than the US) – in school. I carry out 
Maya research in Belize – a British colony 
until 1981, yet few people in England know of 
the existence of Belize. Even when big media 
companies that create documentaries contact 
me to ask about the ancient Maya, they always 
arrange trips to Mexico and Guatemala, and 
are ignorant that a third of the ancient Maya 
world lies in Belize.”

She then questioned a politician’s legitimacy 
in making informed decisions regardless of 
the past experiences, writing, “How can any 
politician make an informed choice about, say, 
immigration to Britain from former colonial 
territories when they have learned little about 
the British empire and its far-reaching impact? 
In addition to political and commercial activity, 
the empire acted as a vehicle for spreading the 
idea of the superiority of everything British: 
language, literature, schooling, governance, 
etc. It should not be surprising that one 
consequence is that many people in the world 
choose to come to Britain.”

Social media users from historically 
colonized countries such as Pakistan, India, 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Ireland, and others 
have frequently referenced to the British 
colonial empire’s history of violence and 
criminal actions, saying that these battles 
made their country hazardous.

As the royal family announced the queen’s 
death, anti-monarchy tweeters took a more 
direct approach. They emphasized not only 
the sordid history of British rule, but also 
the queen’s role in exacerbating it, whether 
through history-obscuring initiatives, direct 
orders for violent military crackdowns on 
colonial dissent in Yemen, or her other efforts 
to halt the mass secessionist movements that 
occurred, and succeeded, during her reign.

Slave trade atrocities, heartbreaking 
pictures of poverty and neglect caused by 
hundreds of years of exploitation are among 
the many observations these folks have made 
over the years. Even if they have not witnessed 
these situations, their grandparents have 
told them about these heinous insights. All of 
this cannot be abandoned overnight in favor 
of compassion for someone who aided the 
violent British colonization.

The inclusion of an iconic Indian jewel on 
Elizabeth’s crown (which Camila now wear), 
as well as the bleached remnants of empire 
officials who were murderous bigots, were never 
properly addressed, with apologies, trillion-
dollar reparations, or even basic admission.

Never in her life had the old monarch 
apologized or even publicly admitted to the 
oppression, torture, dehumanization, and 
expropriation inflicted on people in the British 
colonies prior to and after her rise to the throne.

If Britons are dissatisfied with the monarch 
now, what do they think their previous colonial 
“subjects” have felt during their entire 
lives? Especially after the central palace 
panicked after Prince Harry married Black 
woman Meghan Markle? It’s no surprise that 
inhabitants of Barbados avoided William 
and Kate on their March visit, much to the 
displeasure of royal subjects.

You may believe that one lady cannot 
compensate for decades of injustice, 
oppression, and severe brutality. I agree with 
you, but here’s the truth. In that regard, Queen 
Elizabeth achieved almost nothing.

She repeatedly covered up the 
Commonwealth’s misdeeds with measures 
like Operation Legacy, as she lounged in the 
luxury offered in large part by international 
thievery. Does anyone believe that Britain’s 
following rulers will fare any better after 70 
years of this?

What the media should do
Now is the moment for the media to 

educate the public about the queen’s dark side 
and shine light on certain important topics 
that the royal family has purposefully covered.

Hours after the old monarch’s death, 
notable media personality Jemele Hill tweeted, 
“Journalists are tasked with putting legacies 
into full context, so it is entirely appropriate 
to examine the queen and her role in the 
devastating impact of continued colonialism.”

She later said on Twitter, “The Queen as a 
symbol means many things to many people — 
and that is fine. It’s fine to write about, discuss, 
analyze, critique or celebrate.”

The Queen’s record is riddled with enough 
ambiguity, action, and passivity that it’s easy 
to see why people of color could perceive her 
differently than the devoted crowds weeping 
outside Buckingham Palace.

While the queen’s involvement in colonialism 
and its disastrous impact on Black people 
continues to bite, the current generation has 
an up-close look at her connection with her 
mixed-race daughter-in-law Meghan Markle.

Markle said that she began having suicide 
thoughts when pregnant with Archie, her son 
in early 2019.

“I just didn’t want to be alive anymore,” 
Markle told Oprah Winfrey in one of the most 
viewed interviews of all time. “And that was a 
very clear and real and frightening constant 
thought.”

During the same interview, Prince Harry 
expressed his dissatisfaction with the family’s 
lack of support when British media members 
and many others hurled racially charged 
insults at Markle. 

“For us, for this union and the specifics 
around her race, there was an opportunity – 
many opportunities – for my family to show 
some public support,” Harry stated.

Earlier, many people in the United Kingdom 
and throughout the world urged the queen to 
deal with the repercussions from concerns 
that Buckingham Palace had made no formal 
response to George Floyd’s murder and the 
global Black Lives Matter movement.

It’s difficult to envision the queen 
supporting BLM — or anti-racism in general 
— when, in her 69 years on the throne, she 
failed to address the institutional racism that 
persists in the British monarchy.

Documents uncovered in a 2021 probe 
in The Guardian shed light on Elizabeth’s 
continuous exemption from race and gender 
discrimination legislation.

David Pegg and Rob Evans, investigative 
journalists, said they uncovered files at the 
National Archives as part of an ongoing 
investigation into the royal family’s use of 
an ancient parliamentary procedure called 
queen’s consent to surreptitiously influence 
the wording of British laws.

They describe how the queen’s chief finance 
officer once advised government servants 
that “it was not, in reality, the habit to assign 
colored immigrants or foreigners” to clerical 
posts in the royal family, despite the fact that 
they were allowed to work as domestic staff. 

“The exemption has made it impossible 
for women or people from ethnic minorities 
working for her household to complain to 
the courts if they believe they have been 
discriminated against,” the journalists found.

Buckingham Palace, surprisingly, did not 
contest their results. Instead, officials stated 
flatly that there is a distinct procedure for 
hearing discrimination allegations.

When Antigua and Barbuda celebrated 40 
years of independence from Britain in 2020, 
calls for reparations for slavery became 
bolder. Frustration with the queen and with 
colonization became evident. 

“I think most Antiguans would want to 
replace the queen now,” historian Ivor Ford 
told BBC News during the celebration.

Makeda Mikael, an Antiguan 
businesswoman, recounted how, as a kid, 
she was forced to attend queen-celebrating 
festivities unknowingly and against her will.

“We didn’t know as much about our history 
then as we do now,” Mikael related. “In school, I 
wasn’t taught African or Caribbean history. So 
I knew everything about British and European 
history and nothing about ours.”

She told the BBC she and others would 
continue to demand reparations.

“England has enjoyed the benefit of our 
slave labor right up to today, and they need 
to be honest, admit it, and find a way to 
reconcile,” Mikael said. “Most people couldn’t 
care less if [Elizabeth] is head of state or 
not. The queen is not a significant part of 
anybody’s agenda.”   Page 5
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TEHRAN – Iranian Parliament 
Speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf 
has received Mohmmad Abdulsalam, 
the spokesman for Yemen’s 
Ansarullah movement. 

The meeting was held on Saturday 
in Tehran. 

In the meeting, Qalibaf said that 
Iran fully supports the independence 
of Yemen and the Yemeni-Yemeni 
negotiations and considers this a 
religious and humanitarian duty. 

“Of course, I did not have the 
opportunity to visit Yemen closely, 
but the series of reports and scenes 
that can be seen from there show the 
spirit of jihad, resistance, martyrdom 
and self-sacrifice among the Yemeni 
people and the Yemeni Mujahideen,” 
Qalibaf said. 

He added that the events in Yemen 
are very similar to the events of the 
Islamic revolution in Iran, saying, 
“Our friends in the countries of the 
axis of resistance did not face the 
problem of managing the country at 
the beginning of the work, but we 
and you had to manage the country 
and we had to manage the war from 
the beginning of the work.”

Qalibaf referred to the early 
days of the victory of the Islamic 
Revolution, stating that “after the 
victory of the Islamic Revolution, 
America and the Zionist entity 
[Israel] believed that they would 
defeat us and defeat our revolution 
in a short time, so they entered the 
military stage,” according to Al Alam. 

He added, “Based on this scheme, 
at the beginning of the victory of 
the Islamic Revolution they waged 
a long and exhausting war (in the 
1980s), and with the passage of time 
more pressure was imposed on us, 
and they assassinated a number of 
members of the parliament, the head 

of the judiciary, the Prime Minister, the 
President and many people including 
women and children in the streets to 
create conditions critical to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.”

Qalibaf noted, “Despite the crises 
that the enemies created for us, the 
spirit of struggle and revolution of the 
people and Imam Khomeini (may God 
be pleased with him) as a great leader 
of the revolution made the people go 
through these difficult conditions and 
achieve victory.”

He added, “Of course, our 
enemies, especially America and 
Israel, have changed the way they 
fight with Iran and waged economic 

war with the aim of weakening 
the culture and spirit of jihad and 
martyrdom among the people.”

Qalibaf referred to the 
developments in Yemen during the 
past eight years and said that the 
Zionist entity, the United States and 
Saudi Arabia believed that they would 
succeed in bringing the Yemeni people 
to their knees within 3 months, but 
they did not realize that the morale 
of the Yemeni people is like the 
conditions and morale of the Iranian 
people during the Islamic revolution.

“We can defeat the enemies on the 
resistance front as long as we are able 
to generate force, and if this occurs, 
it can be fruitful for us, because 
the Zionist entity and America only 
understand the language of force. I 
am not talking about military warfare 
only, but I mean the production of force 
in all its dimensions in such a way that 
the enemy is forced to withdraw.”

The spokesman for the Yemeni 
movement, in turn, said, “As you know, 
Yemen is in a very difficult situation, 
suffering from a fierce war; in these 
years the Islamic Republic of Iran has 
taken a wise attitude towards the 
Yemeni people.”

IPL: Esteghlal 
down Nassaji
TEHRAN – Esteghlal football team 

defeated Nassaji 3-0 on Matchweek 6 of Iran 
Professional League (IPL) on Saturday.

In the match held in Tehran’s Azadi 
Stadium, Peyman Babaei opened the 
scoring for Esteghlal just four minutes into 
the match. 

Kevin Yamga made it 2-0 from the penalty 
spot just before the break.

Nassaji defender Amirmehdi Janmaleki 
was sent off in the 48th minute after 
receiving his second yellow card. 

Mohammad Mohebi scored Esteghlal’s 
third goal in the 55th minute. 

With nine minutes remaining, Ayyoub 
Kalantari pulled a goal back from the 
penalty spot. 

In Isfahan, Sepahan were held to a goalless 
draw by Aluminum.

Paykan suffered a 1-0 loss against Gol 
Gohar in Tehran.

Malavan and Foolad match was cancelled 
due to heavy rain in Bandar Anzali. 

WC 2022: Five Iran 
stars England 
must be wary of
TEHRAN - Gareth Southgate’s England kick 

off their latest World Cup campaign against 
Iran on November 21st. But while the Western 
Asian outfit might be the least recognizable 
of the Three Lions’ group-stage opponents – 
England will also go toe-to-toe with the USA 
and next-door neighbors Wales – no one 
should be taking this Iran side lightly. 

Not with the ‘new Mo Salah’, a Puskas 
Award nominee and Tottenham Hotspur’s 
one-that-got-away in their ranks.

*Alireza Jahanbakhsh – Feynoord
The only member of Carlos Queiroz’s 

squad with Premier League experience on 
his CV, Jahanbakhsh might have been a £17 
million disappointment at Brighton and 
Hove Albion but – as Chelsea discovered 
a couple of seasons back – the winger’s 
penchant for the spectacular should not 
be underestimated. Remarkably, he is the 
second player on his list to have scored an 
overhead kick against The Blues. It’s a funny 
old game at times.

And perhaps the best piece of advice we’d 
have for Ben Chilwell, Luke Shaw or whoever 
starts in the left-back spot for England 
against Iran is this; expect the unexpected 
when Alireza Jahanbaksh is around. 

Now at Feyenoord, the 29-year-old won 
the Eredivisie’s Golden Boot back in 2018 
during a stellar campaign at AZ Alkmaar.  

*Sardar Azmoun – Bayer Leverkusen 
During the summer of 2020, Azmoun only 

missed out on a move to Tottenham Hotspur 
after Zenit St Petersburg refused to let their 
free-scoring centre-forward go so late in the 
window. 

“I had offers,” he explains. “From Lyon, 
Roma, Bayer (Leverkusen), and Tottenham.”

Now plying his trade in a major European 
league for the very first time, Azmoun is not 
exactly showing Spurs what they’re missing. 
He’s scored just once in 18 games since 
joining Leverkusen last January. His razor-
sharp movement and aerial ability could still 
give England’s defence plenty of problems in 
Qatar however.  

Especially when you consider that 
Azmoun, once labelled the ‘Iranian Messi’, 
has a staggering 40 goals from 63 caps.

*Mehdi Taremi – Porto
Perhaps the most fearsome member of 

the Iranian roster, you only have to look at 
the goal Taremi scored against Chelsea in 
the Champions League to realise just how 
dangerous he can be, turning a half, maybe 
even quarter-chance into something very 
special. That was one of nearly 30 goals 
Taremi scored that season. 

In total, he’s managed one every other 
game since joining Porto; hitting a minimum 
of 20 across each of the last three campaigns. 

*Allahyar Sayyadmanesh – Hull City
New Hull City owner Acun Ilicali is not 

afraid to make grand statements. Such as, 
for example, labelling the Tigers’ new £2 
million winger the second coming of Mo 
Salah. 

“Allahyar is like a piece of my jewellery,” 
Ilicali tells Hull Live of 21-year-old 
Sayyadmanesh. “He’s very talented and is 
progressing.  

“I think he can be the new Mohammed 
Salah. I’m not saying he is that now but he 
can be in the future. 

“When you look at the field of play, you 
see a guy who is moving quicker than 
everybody else. It’s like on the Playstation, 
there’s a player who is moving faster and 
you put him in the best positions. For me, 
Allahyar is that player.” 

*Karim Ansarifard – Omonia Nicosia 
The well-travelled frontman is close to 

100 caps for the Iranian national team. But, 
even at the age of 32, Ansarifard still has a 
lot left to offer. He remains a regular source 
of goals at AEK Athens, and will have a point 
to prove in front of English audiences after 
a difficult spell at Nottingham Forest during 
the 2018/19 season. 

It was Ansarifard who snatched a famous 
draw against Portugal in the 2018 World 
Cup too, channelling his inner-Ronaldo with 
a last-gasp penalty kick. Clearly, he can be 
relied upon in high-pressure moments.

Iran, India boxing 
teams conduct 
joint training camp 
TEHRAN - Headed by its president Hossein 

Souri, the Iranian Boxing Federation recently 
organized a 10-day joint training camp with 
the Boxing Federation of India held in Tehran 
as they gear up for the ASBC Asian Elite 
Championships 2022.

Souri, who is also a member of the ASBC 
Board of Directors, welcomed 13 elite male 
boxers from India while the host federation’s 
international director Azadeh Moghaddas 
took care of all the necessary procedures 
and technical arrangements.

Among the Indian representatives were 
Tokyo Olympian Satish Kumar, fellow 
veterans Govind Kumar Sahani, Deepak, 
Kavinder Singh Bisht and Mohammed Etash 
Khan accompanied by coaches Khimanand 
Belwal, Laishram Devendro Singh and 
Ramanand.

On the other hand, 16 Iranian male fighters 
joined the physical training and sparring 
sessions which started from August 28 and 
ran until September 6.

Iranian head coach Alireza Esteki, a 
former Asian silver medalist, selected the 
participants including one of its top pugs 
in Seyed Shahin Mousavi who claimed two 
bronze medals on the Asian elite level and 
qualified for Tokyo Olympics last year.

Iran is eager to snag a gold medal in this 
year’s continental joust after finishing with 
two silvers and two bronzes while India is 
raring to improve its 2-5-8 gold-silver-
bronze haul.

The ASBC Asian Elite Championships 2022 
will take place on October 30 to November 13 
in Amman, Jordan.

Manavinejad signs 
two-year contract 
with Poitevin 
Poitiers
TEHRAN – Iranian international outside 

hitter Mohammad Javad Manavinejad signed 
a two-year deal with French club Poitevin 
Poitiers.

The 27-year-old player joined the team 
in April 2021 but missed the season due to 
injury. 

Now, he has returned to his club and 
signed a two-year deal with the team. 

Stade Poitevin Poitiers is a French 
volleyball club from Poitiers and plays in the 
LNV Ligue A.

Club originally was founded in 1973 and 
reorganized in 2012 after compulsory 
liquidation.
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IRAN IN FOCUSAnsarullah official meets 
Iranian parliament speaker 

TEHRAN - Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Indonesia Muhammad Syarifuddin met with 
Iranian President Ayatollah Seyed Ebrahim Raisi 
on Saturday in Tehran. 

In the meeting, Ayatollah Raisi described the 
relations between the two countries as friendly 
and expanding, and emphasized that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is seriously determined to 
develop relations with Indonesia in all fields of 
mutual interest, according to a readout of the 
meeting put out by the Iranian presidency. 

President Raisi said, “The current level of 
relations does not correspond to the existing 
capacities in the two countries.”

He stated, “Tehran-Jakarta’s good relations 
in various fields can lead to the development 
of constructive cooperation between the two 
countries at regional and international levels.”

Referring to Indonesia’s active approach in 
international organizations, Raisi, Iran’s former 
Judiciary chief, emphasized the strengthening 
of cooperation between the two countries in 
international institutions and forums as one 
of the fields of cooperation between the two 
countries.

He added, “Today, the system of domination 
is doing the greatest injustice to the world, 
especially the Muslim nations, in the name 
of defending human rights, and the common 

position of the free jurists of the world against 
this obvious oppression of the domination 
system can be effective in changing the situation 
of human rights in the world.”

At the meeting, Indonesia’s Muhammad 
Syarifuddin also expressed his satisfaction over 
the visit to Iran and meeting with Ayatollah Raisi, 
and described the relations between the two 
countries as friendly, close and developing.

Expressing his country’s interest in improving 
the level of interaction with Tehran in various 
fields, the chief of the Supreme Court of Indonesia 
called for cooperation and using the experiences 
of the Islamic Republic in fields related to legal 
and judicial affairs.

Raisi receives top judge of Indonesia

TEHRAN – The president of 
Iran and his top diplomat have 
held phone conversations with a 
number of Iranian officials as part 
of their follow-up on the Arbaeen 
pilgrimage processions. 

In a phone call with Minister 
Interior Ahmad Vahidi who had 
visited Iraq on Thursday, President 
Ebrahim Raisi received a report 
on his agreements with Iraqi 
authorities to facilitate the journey 
of Arbaeen pilgrims, and issued 
orders to resolve the problems on 
the pilgrimage route.

Millions of Iranians visit the 
shrine of Imam Hussein (AS), 

the grandson of the Prophet 
Muhammad (S) and the third Shia 
Imam, 40 days after Shias mark his 
martyrdom anniversary.

Raisi continuously followed up on 
the status of providing services to 
pilgrims, especially in land borders, 
according to the presidency. 

In his call with Vahidi, President 
Raisi received a report on the 
talks and agreements between 
the interior minister and the Iraqi 
authorities in order to facilitate the 
journey of pilgrims and received 
the latest information about the 
transport of pilgrims, especially in 
land borders.

In this regard, Ayatollah Raisi 
issued orders to the government 
officials, insisting on providing 
better services and solving the 
problems on the path of pilgrims.

Foreign Minister Amir 
Abdollahian also did his part in 
following the annual pilgrimage. 

According to the Foreign 
Ministry, Amir Abdollahian 
discussed the situation of pilgrims 
in telephone conversations with 
Iran’s ambassador in Baghdad and 
consul generals in Basra, Karbala 
and Najaf.

Amir Abdollahian underlined 

the need for using all means to 
facilitate the stay of the pilgrims.

The foreign minister said in 
addition to Iranian diplomats 
stationed in the Islamic Republic’s 
diplomatic missions in Iraq, 45 
Foreign Ministry personnel, in 
contact with consulate generals in 
Iraq, will voluntarily offer consular 
services to pilgrims in Karbala, 
Najaf and Basra.

He also wholeheartedly thanked 
the great people of Iraq and the 
country’s government as well as 
other institutions in the country 
for their hospitality toward Iranian 
Arbaeen pilgrims.

TEHRAN— Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
held a phone conversation with his 
Iraqi counterpart, Fuad Hussein, 
late on Wednesday.

In the conversation, Iran’s top 
diplomat expressed gratitude 
and appreciation for the generous 
hospitality of the Iraqi government 
and people to the Arbaeen pilgrims.

Amir Abdollahian called for 

further arrangements for the 
arrival of Iranian pilgrims via 
land and air routes and also for 
facilitation of entry of Afghan and 
Pakistani nationals through Iran’s 
borders.

Meanwhile, the Iraqi foreign 
minister promised to follow up on 
the affairs of the Arbaeen pilgrims, 
saying the presence of the Iranian 
interior minister in Baghdad on 

Thursday is a good opportunity to 
closely check the affairs and make 
the necessary coordination in this 
regard.

In response to a query posed by 
Amir Abdollahian, Hussein pointed 
out that he held talks with his 
Saudi counterpart once again to 
help release a detained Iranian hajj 
pilgrim and expressed hope that 
the conditions for his release would 

be met as soon as possible.

Furthermore, the two top 
diplomats exchanged views on the 
latest developments in negotiations 
to lift sanctions imposed on Iran.

After the conversation, Iraq gave 
a green light to the Afghan and 
Pakistani pilgrims residing in Iran to 
cross the Iraqi borders and perform 
their rituals. 

President, FM follow up on Arabeen pilgrimage

Iranian FM discusses Arbaeen pilgrimage with Iraqi counterpart

Frome Page 1   According to IRNA, the U.S. 
National Security Council spokesman Adrienne 
Watson on Sept. 7 claimed that Washington 
holds Iran accountable for the cyberattack that 
happened in Albania on July 15.

On Wednesday, Albanian Prime minister 
Edi Rama made some unfounded accusations 
against Iran and issued a statement announcing 
severance of ties with Iran. Albania also gave 
Iranian diplomats 24 hours to leave Tirana.

Iran’s embassy in Brussels has also condemned 
the recent anti-Iran statement issued by NATO, 
saying the Western military alliance is in no 
position to accuse Tehran given its support for 
those who have waged cyberattacks against the 
Islamic Republic in the past.

In a Friday statement a copy of which was 
published on its Twitter account, the Iranian 

diplomatic mission “categorically” rejected the 
“baseless accusations.”

“NATO and its Members not only kept 
silent on cyber-attacks against Iran’s 
infrastructural and nuclear facilities but 
also directly or indirectly had aided and 
abetted these acts of cyber sabotage,” said 
the mission. “They have no standing to level 
such accusations against Iran.”

“As a target country and victim of cyberattacks 
on its critical infrastructure by NATO allies and 
partners, the Islamic Republic of Iran rejects and 
condemns any use of cyber space for attacking 
other countries,” read the statement.

On Thursday, Iran’s Foreign Ministry also 
expressed regret for Albania’s improper decision, 
while the European country is hosting a terrorist 
group named MEK/MKO, which shows Tirana is 

being affected by third parties.

The ministry ruled out the unproven 
claims against Iran, underscoring that the 
roles played by third parties, who raised 
some allegations against Tehran, indicate 
that certain states sponsoring terrorism are 
behind sowing such kind of discord.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani said some reports on improper 
manners of local authorities in Tirana in 
dealing with Iran’s diplomats have caused 
concern among Iranian officials.

According to the ministry, the Islamic Republic 
as one of the countries that have been targeted 
in several cyberattacks dismisses “any misuse of 
cyberspace as a tool to attack other countries’ 
crucial infrastructure.”

Tehran condemns U.S., UK for being silent on cyberattacks on Iran 

Embassy says NATO ‘in no position’ to accuse Iran of cyberattack



From page 1   Among SCO 
members, China was Iran’s top export 
destination in the said period followed 
by India, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia, 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Belarus, and Mongolia.

China was also the top exporter 
to Iran, followed by India, Russia, 
Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Belarus, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Mongolia.

In total, the Islamic Republic traded 
about 58.140 million tons of non-oil 
commodities worth $42.589 billion in 
the first five months of the current 
Iranian year.

Iran was granted long-awaited 
permanent membership of the SCO 
last year and is now completing 
formalities to make it official.

The Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO), or Shanghai Pact, 
is a Eurasian political, economic, and 
security alliance, the creation of which 
was announced on June 15, 2001, 

in Shanghai, China by the leaders 
of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan; the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

Charter, formally establishing the 
organization, was signed in June 2002 
and entered into force on September 
19, 2003.

TEHRAN – Export Guarantee Fund of Iran 
(EGFI) has signed an agreement with Russian 
Agency for Export Credit and Investment 
Insurance (EXIAR) with the aim of facilitating 
exports and providing the necessary guarantees 
for the development of trade between the two 
countries.

The agreement was signed by EGFI Head Reza 
Alikhani and EXIAR’s Chief Executive Officer 
Nikita Gusakov on the sidelines of the Crocus 
Expo in Moscow on Thursday, the portal of Iran’s 
Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) reported.

The signing ceremony was attended by TPO 
Head Alireza Peyman-Pak and Director General 
of the Russian Export Center Veronika Nikishina.

According to Peyman-Pak, the agreement is 
signed with the aim of helping the traders of 
the two countries to use export insurance as an 
alternative to letters of credit (LC) and to reduce 
the risk of trade between the two countries.

“All Iranian businessmen, during their 
cooperation with Russian businessmen and 
companies, can introduce their trade partner to 
EGFI, so that this fund could validate and create 
an insurance credit limit for the Russian side 

and take the necessary action regarding the 
issuance of insurance for Iranian parties,” the 
TPO head said.

He further noted that now Iranian traders can 
easily export their goods to Russia by using this 
insurance policy and benefit from the services 
provided by the Export Guarantee Fund of Iran.

“Also, Russian businessmen and companies 
exporting products to Iran can introduce their 
Iranian trading partners to EGFI and the fund 
will issue guarantees for them through EXIAR,” 
he added.

Emphasizing that the agreement has no credit 
limit and the signatories can issue guarantees 
up to one billion dollars, Peyman-Pak said: “This 
achievement has been made in line with the 
efforts of Trade Promotion Organization and 
Export Guarantee Fund of Iran to facilitate trade 
between the two countries of Iran and Russia.”

TEHRAN – A survey of the Iranian economy’s 
Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) by Iran 
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and 
Agriculture (ICCIMA) showed that the index fell 
to 48.06 in the fifth Iranian calendar month 
of Mordad (July 23-August 22) following a 
downward trend for three consecutive months.

Meanwhile, the PMI for the industrial sector 
also fell to its lowest for the past 12 months 
to stand at 48.45 in the mentioned month, the 
ICCIMA portal reported on Friday.

The data collected by ICCIMA Research 
Institute showed that the index for new orders 
has also dropped to the lowest level in the past 
13 months, indicating that the market is waiting 
for the results of the nuclear talks.

According to economic experts, buyers are 
still for the outcomes of the JCPOA negotiations 
and the decrease in purchasing inclination of 
customers has caused a sharp decrease in 
demand.

TEHRAN – The Research Center 
of Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) in a report has stated 
that the United Arab Emirates’ new 
strategies for inking free trade 
agreements with India and Turkey 
is going to further enhance the 
Islamic Republic’s mediatory role in 

the region.

As one of Iran’s top trade 
partners in the region, UAE has 
always been a hot market for 
Iranian businessmen and traders 
and the expansion of this country’s 
economic relations with Iran’s 
neighbors could positively impact 
Iranian trade with them as well, the 
ICCIMA portal reported.

Based on the mentioned report, 
the UAE has recently focused on 
forming free trade agreements 
with a range of countries including 
India, Britain, Turkey, South Korea, 
Ethiopia, Indonesia, and Kenya.

Also, this country is a member 

of a large set of trade-related 
international organizations and 
treaties the most important 
of which are the World Trade 
Organization, the Persian Gulf 
Cooperation Council, the GCC-EFTA 
Free Trade Agreement, and the 
Pan-Arab Free Trade Area.

Among the above-mentioned 
countries, India and Turkey are of 
significance for Iran, because as 
for Turkey, the trade agreement 
with the UAE has the potential to 
become an important economic, 
political, and transit advantage for 
Iran. 

Considering the existing 

tensions between Saudi Arabia 
and Turkey on one hand and with 
Qatar on the other hand, with 
the formation of a free trade 
agreement between the UAE and 
Turkey, Iran can play an important 
mediatory role in connecting all 
these countries together.

As for India, although the 
agreement could undermine the 
position of Chabahar port as a 
regional trade hub for the country, 
but considering the geopolitical 
situation of the mentioned port, it 
will still remain a center of regional 
trade for India with regard to 
Russia and Central Asia.

TEHRAN – Members of the 
Tehran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(TCCIMA)’s Industry and Mining 
Committee gathered on Saturday 
in a meeting with the head of the 
Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Affairs’ Center for Studies, 
Monitoring and Improvement of 
Business Environment, to discuss 
issues in the way of improving the 
country’s business environment.

At this meeting, Ali Naqib, the 
head of the TCCIMA Industry and 
Mining Committee, addressed 
some of the problems of traders 
and businessmen in the country 
and underlined the promises that 
the government made to solve 
them through measures such as 
facilitating business, eliminating 
prescriptive pricing, creating 
a competitive environment in 

the economy and attracting 
investment. 

“Despite the fact that some 
of these measures have been 
already taken, there have been no 
concrete and tangible outcomes 
for the businesses and it seems 
that the government’s actions 
are working against the economic 
interests of the country,” Naqib 
regretted.

Elsewhere in the gathering, 
Amir Sayah, the head of Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Affairs’ 

Center for Studies, Monitoring 
and Improvement of Business 
Environment, referred to the 
tasks assigned to this center, 
including qualitative and 
quantitative improvement of 
licensing processes, identification 
of institutional, structural 
and legal obstacles to the 
development of the private 
sector activities, increasing 
competitiveness and improving 
the business environment, and 
said: “The participation of the 
private sector in determining 
the obstacles and bottlenecks of 
the business environment is very 
important.”

According to the official, 
the center’s focus has been on 
resolving the issues related 
to business licenses in recent 
months, which have been mostly 

successful and soon a new 
system will be introduced in this 
regard. 

“The new license issuance system 
will replace the previous system 
and the possibility of monitoring 
the processes will be provided in the 
new system,” he said.

Further in the meeting, other 
attendees also expressed their 
views and expectations on various 
issues including the collaboration 
of the private sector with the 
National Center for Studies, 
Monitoring and Improving 
the Business Environment in 
carrying out research studies, 
and the necessity of monitoring 
and taking necessary measures 
to control inflation and reduce 
the gap between income and 
expenses.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran 
Stock Exchange (TSE), fell 15,424 points to 1.397 
million on Saturday.

As reported, over 4.362 billion securities 
worth 26.421 trillion rials (about $94.36 million) 
were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index dropped 12,979 
points, and the second marker’s index lost 
25,984 points. 

TEDPIX fell 26,537 points (1.84 percent) to 
1.412 million in the past Iranian calendar week 
(ended on Friday).

As reported, 23.457 billion securities worth 
198.314 trillion rials (about $708.26 million) 
were traded through 1.399 million deals at the 
TSE in the past week.

The number and value of traded securities 
dropped 20.8 percent and 13 percent, 
respectively, and the number of deals fell 19 
percent in the past week from the preceding 
week.

The first market’s index dropped 26,458 
points (2.45 percent) and the second market’s 
index lost 32,298 points (1.14 percent). 

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
the other three ones are Iran Mercantile 
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), 
and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, 
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange 
Organization (SEO) Majid Eshqi has said the 
guidelines and regulations related to market-
making activities at Tehran Stock Exchange 
should be amended.

Speaking at a meeting of the Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mining and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) Stock Market Committee on August 
22, Eshqi also emphasized the need to introduce 
more goods to the Iran Merchandise Exchange 

(IME), and to stop interference in the stock 
market.

During the meeting, the members of the 
mentioned committee and the SEO head 
discussed recent issues in the stock market and 
exchanged ideas for resolving such issues.

Regarding the activities of market makers, 
the attendees underlined the need for revising 
market-making guidelines and stressed the 
importance of defining a transparent income 
system for this sector.

Creating the necessary technical 
infrastructure for the implementation of 
algorithmic transactions in the capital market 
and holding think-tank meetings between 
market supervisors and market makers 
were also among the topics discussed at the 
mentioned meeting.

As for the IME, focusing on cultural issues, 
providing clear and accurate information about 
the merchandise exchange, strengthening IME, 
introducing more commodities into the market 
and empowering it at the world level, focusing 
on the proper management of available 
liquidity, forming an expert group to review the 
experience of other countries, supporting the 
participation of knowledge-based companies in 
the IME and creating transparency in this area, 
developing commodity funds in the market, and 
establishing a strong law in order to deal with 
ordered pricing and interference in the market 
processes were the most important issues 
raised in the meeting.

At the end of the gathering, Eshqi emphasized 
the need to attend the ICCIMA meetings to learn 
about the issues and problems that exist in the 
capital market, and suggested: “To deal with 
the problems, it is necessary for the ICCIMA 
representatives to communicate with SEO and 
experts in the field.”

TEHRAN – The value of export from Markazi 
province, in the center of Iran, rose nine percent in 
the first five months of the current Iranian calendar 
year (March 21-August 22), as compared to the 
same period of time in the past year, a provincial 
official announced.

Esmaeil Hosseini, the director-general of the 
province’s customs department, said that over 
650,457 tons of commodities worth more than 
$508.543 million were exported from the province 
in the five-month period, indicating also seven 
percent rise in weight.

The products were exported to 71 countries, 
among them Turkey, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Russia were the major export destinations, the 
official said.

He named aluminum ingots, types of 
hydrocarbons, chemical products, tiles, glass 
containers, plastic products, and foodstuffs as the 
major exported goods during the said time.

The official also announced that 59,690 tons of 
products worth $217.425 million were imported to 
the province in the first five months of the present 
year, showing 19 percent rise year on year.

He named aluminum ingot, gas generator, raw 
sunflower seeds, various edible powders, juice 
packets, empty gelatin capsules, raw peanuts, steel 
sheet, and juice cans as the main imported items.

The products were imported from 36 countries, 
among them the Unites Araba Emirates (UAE), 
Turkey, China, and Hong Kong were the main 
sources of imports, he stated.

As previously announced by Ali Jodaki, the acting 
head of the province’s Industry, Mining and Trade 
Department, the value of export from Markazi 
province rose 39 percent in the past Iranian 
calendar year 1400 (ended on March 20), from its 
preceding year.

He said that over 917,000 tons of non-oil 
commodities worth $1.109 billion were exported 
from the province in the previous year.

He named petrochemical products, aluminum 
ingots, juices, chemicals, all kinds of glass, casting 
products, polyester fibers, rebar, flowers and plants, 
heavy and light polyethylene, and polypropylene as 
the main products exported from the province in 
the previous year, and Iraq, Afghanistan, Turkey, 
Pakistan, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as 
the major export destinations.

The official further announced that 129,000 
tons of products worth $446 million were 
imported into the province in the past year.

He named alumina powder, carbon anode, 
aluminum coil, peanuts, juice raw materials, 
aluminum ingots, steel pipes and rebars, juice 
bags, and cotton as the major imported items, 
and China, Turkey, the UAE, India and Germany as 
the main sources of imports.

More than 2,800 production units are active 
in Markazi province, of which 250 units are also 
active in the field of export.

The head of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs 
Administration (IRICA) has announced that the 
value of Iran’s non-oil exports reached $20.924 
billion in the first five months of the current 
Iranian calendar year, up 21 percent compared to 
the last year’s same period.

According to Alireza Moghadasi, Iran exported 
44 million tons of non-oil commodities in the 
mentioned five months which was 3.5 percent 
less than the figure for the previous year’s 
same period.

Meanwhile, some 14 million tons of goods 
valued at $21.665 billion were imported into the 
country, indicating a 19-percent rise in terms 
of value compared to the last year’s same time 
span, he said.

The weight of the imported goods declined by 
8.5 percent, year on year, the official added.

In total, the Islamic Republic traded about 58 
million tons of non-oil goods worth $42.589 
billion with its trade partners in the first five 
months of the current Iranian calendar year, up 
about 23 percent in terms of value.

Iran’s top export destinations during this 
period were China, Iraq, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Turkey, and India, according to Moghadasi.

Liquid propane, methanol, liquefied natural gas, 
polyethylene, iron, and steel ingots were among 
the top exported items in the said five months.

The country’s top five sources of imports 
during these five months were the UAE, China, 
Turkey, India, and Russia.
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ECONOMY Iran’s 5-month trade with SCO 
members rises 31% 

Export from Markazi province 
increases 9% in 5 months on year

EGFI inks agreement with Russia’s Exiar to facilitate trade

PMI decline indicates demand decrease in Iranian markets

TEDPIX drops 15,000 points on Saturday

UAE’s new foreign trade strategies to enhance Iran’s role in region: report

Business environment issues discussed at TCCIMA meeting

EGFI Head Reza Alikhani (L) and EXIAR’s 
Chief Executive Officer Nikita Gusakov sign 

agreement documents in Moscow on Thursday.



Why the U.S. purposefully fails to 
go after 9/11 perpetrators

From page 1   The billions of 
dollars wasted on two invasions 
in the aftermath of 9/11 made 
the world less safe and could 
have been invested domestically 
instead to eradicate the many 
problems plaguing America such as 
homelessness, child hunger, poverty 
or even the country’s outdated 
infrastructure. 

Last year, the administration 
of U.S. President Joe Biden came 
under strong pressure by 9/11 
family members, survivors and 
emergency responders to declassify 
an earlier FBI report, summarizing 
an investigation into the attacks, 
that they said showed a link to Saudi 
Arabian leaders. 

In a sign of how fed up the 9/11 
families had become, Biden was told 
he would not be welcome at the 9/11 
memorial events unless he fulfilled a 
pledge to be more transparent than 
other presidents. 

The heavily redacted documents 
show links between the hijackers 
and Saudi nationals in the U.S. who 
had close connection to Saudi state 
officials.  

The assistance provided for the 
attackers by the Saudi nationals 
is what the FBI itself referred to as 
“logistical support” in the timeline 
leading up to the 9/11 attacks. 
Experts have said there was no 
chance the attacks could have taken 
place by men who spoke very little 
English, without a support structure 
to help them move about. 

The 9/11 family members are 
suing the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
for reparation. 

Omar al-Bayoumi, a Saudi national 
who lived in the U.S., claims he just 
made friends with some of the 
hijackers and did not use them as 
agents for Saudi Arabia. According 
to FBI files prior to the 9/11 attacks, 
he was actually a U.S.-based Saudi 
intelligence agent who would go 
on to offer significant support to 
some of the attackers. Al-Bayoumi 
was also known to have links with 
terrorists, some of whom were close 
to al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden. 

According to one FBI memo, 
released last year, al Bayoumi was 

tasked with gathering information 
“on persons of interest in the 
Saudi community” and passing the 
intelligence to Prince Bandar bin 
Sultan al-Saud, the Saudi ambassador 
to Washington at the time.

Among the FBI memos on al 
Bayoumi is one showing the agency 
was told by a secret source that there 
a “50/50 chance” he had advance 
knowledge of the 9/11 attacks.

Other FBI reports show the Saudi 
Consulate in Los Angeles arranged a 
meeting between al Bayoumi and the 
attackers. 

However leading officials at the 
FBI and U.S. Justice Department 
kept this information secret for 
years, information that could have 
altered a public inquiry like the 9/11 
Commission, which reached other 
conclusions. 

The declassified FBI evidence over 
the years does indeed throw light 
on Saudi Arabia’s association with 
the hijackers. How far up the chain 
of command was there, knowledge 
of this relationship is something 
perhaps Washington should make 
public. 

The reality is the biggest source 
of funding for terrorist groups, 
including al-Qaeda or the Nusra 
Front or Daesh, has come from 
Saudi Arabia. This is something 
that is known by the U.S. as well as 
countries in the West Asia region 
who have suffered as a result of the 

Saudi-backed terrorism. 

Just as 15 of the hijackers were 
Saudi nationals, so were the 
hundreds of terrorists who blew 
themselves up alongside the ranks of 
Daesh in Iraq and Syria, in particular 
from 2014 until 2017.

It is regrettable that the Kingdom 
exports a Takfiri, Wahhabi ideology 
which has brainwashed tens of 
thousands of young men and women 
around the world to perform acts of 
terrorism. 

While this ideology is responsible 
for the deaths of 2,977 people on 
Sept. 11 in the U.S., is it also behind 
the murder of tens of thousands of 
innocent civilians in West Asia. 

Muslims are the chief victims 
of Takfiri and Wahhabi terrorism, 
and had it not been for the speedy 
intervention of Iranian military 
advisors dispatched from Tehran 
to Iraq and Syria, Daesh terrorists 
would have killed much more 
civilians. 

Of course, this is the real 
terrorism that America chose to 
ignore following the 9/11 attacks. On 
the other hand, there are countries in 
West Asia that successfully uprooted 
this threat when it spread.

The importance of Saudi oil 
reserves to the American economy 
cannot be underestimated 
considering Saudi oil exports are 
pegged to the American dollar. 
But it’s more than just oil that 

has stopped Washington from 
exposing Riyadh over 9/11 or 
pushing for more information. 

Both sides - the U.S. and Saudi 
Arabia - realize the importance 
of their relationship both 
economically and politically as 
shown by President Biden. 

Running for the presidency, Biden 
pledged: “I would make it very clear 
we were not going to in fact sell 
more weapons to them.” He added, 
“We were going to in fact make them 
pay the price, and make them in fact 
the pariah that they are.”

In what was an expected U-turn, 
the American president travelled 
to Saudi Arabia this year, asked for 
greater oil production and recently 
approved a multi-billion-dollar arms 
deal to the Kingdom. 

In 2017, the U.S. clinched deal 
with the Saudis worth $350 billion. 
The trade is simply too lucrative 
and would not be possible if ties to 
Saudi Arabia are broken over the 9/11 
attacks.

America has made accusations 
against others over the 9/11 attacks, 
including Iran, something which is 
quite laughable and touching on 
borderline stupidity. However, it is 
not unexpected from the American 
officials, who have blamed Iran for 
just about everything. 

The accusation against Iran is more 
for domestic audience and aimed to 
make up for Washington’s failures in 
genuinely addressing the attacks with 
any tangible results.

What is even more regrettable is 
that people of Iraq and Afghanistan 
had nothing to do with the 9/11 
attacks but were made to suffer for 
20 years after their land was invaded 
and occupied by American forces. 

20 years later, the U.S. chaotically 
withdrew from Afghanistan; but 
in a severe blow to humanitarian 
efforts in the country, the Biden 
White House has frozen seven billion 
dollars of Afghan funds, adding to 
the increasing poverty levels. 

This is while the real perpetrators 
are rewarded with more deadly 
arms to use them on their southern 
neighbor.

Former U.S. Marine Corps intelligence 
officer William Scott Ritter Jr. has called the 
current phase of the Ukraine-Russia conflict a 
NATO-Russian phase.

Commenting on the war’s first phase, Scott 
Ritter said, “While Russia was busy destroying 
the Ukrainian military on the battlefield, 
Ukraine was busy reconstituting that army.” 

He further described the second phase, 
saying, “Russia faced mobilized territorial and 
national units, supported by reconstituted 
NATO-trained forces. But the bulk of the NATO 
trained forces were held in reserve.”

On the third phase, he said Russia is now 
“facing a NATO-style military force that is 
being logistically sustained by NATO, trained 
by NATO, provided with NATO intelligence, 
and working in harmony with NATO military 
planners.” 

“The current Ukrainian counteroffensive 
should not be viewed as an extension of the 
phase two battle, but rather the initiation of 
a new third phase which is not a Ukrainian-
Russian conflict, but a NATO-Russian conflict.”

The former Marine warned that the war 
was being orchestrated and implemented 

by NATO.

“The speed of the Ukrainian advance was 
unexpected, as were the tactics used by Ukraine. 
The level of operational planning support and 
intelligence provided by NATO in support of this 
counterattack likewise appeared to have taken 
the Russians by surprise,” he added.

“But the Russian army is extremely 
adaptive.”

He believes that the war is also going to 
have continuous new phases until Ukraine 
either exhausts its will to fight and die, 

or NATO exhausts its ability to continue 
supplying the Ukrainian military.

While calling the billions of dollars of 
military assistance by the U.S. a game 
changer, he said, “What we are witnessing in 
Ukraine today is how this money has changed 
the game. The result is more dead Ukrainian 
and Russian forces, more dead civilians, and 
more destroyed equipment.”

He believes that Russia will win the war but 
it would cost the parties involved a price.

(Source: Press TV)

Former U.S. intelligence officer: Ukraine war a ‘NATO-Russian conflict’

From page 2   Queen Elizabeth II, who 
possessed a projected net fortune of 
approximately $12 billion, never publicly 
discussed restitution.

“Along with a number of colonies in North 
America, the Caribbean formed the heart of 
England’s first overseas empire,” explained 
David Lambert, professor of Caribbean history 
at the University of Warwick.

Lambert explained in a white paper for 
the British Library that people from various 
European powers, including France and 
England, began to settle in the Caribbean in 
the early 17th century.

“The English settled St Kitts in 1624, 
Barbados, Montserrat, and Antigua in 1627, 
and Nevis in 1628,” Lambert wrote. “Around 
the same time, France established colonies in 
Martinique and Guadeloupe. In this way, the 
Caribbean came under the control of many 
competing European countries, joining Spain, 
which had established its first colonies in the 
region more than a hundred years before.”

Slavery was abolished in the early 
nineteenth century, according to Lambert, 
and the enslaved were granted freedom 

throughout the British Caribbean in the 
1830s.

Will the world expect King Charles, the next 
ruler, to atone for the harsh experiences of 
British colonization? Without a doubt. Is it 
even possible? Obviously not. Brits never 
change. History has repeatedly proven us 
correct.

Elham Abedini, an expert on international 
affairs focusing on UK affairs, told the Tehran 
Times correspondent on Thursday, “I suppose 
the UK would face some challenges, and 
public opinion against the monarchy would 
increase. King Charles has a scandalous 

background, including his (alleged) role 
in Princess Diana’s death, and some other 
issues regarding his financial activities. In 
recent years, we witnessed an increase in 
the number of people who are demanding an 
end to the monarchial system in the UK. The 
decreasing popularity of King Charles and 
his wife worsened their position among the 
Britons.”

On the future of the UK after the monarch’s 
death and challenges the new Prime Minister 
Liz Truss might face, the expert told the 
Tehran Times, “The UK faces fundamental 
domestic and international challenges such 
as the energy crisis, inflation, and the Ukraine 
war. These are the most critical challenges 
for Liz Truss, and what we are witnessing is 
that she is committed to fixing these and has 
prioritized such issues. Her main challenge 
is convincing the British public opinion that 
sanctions against Russia are vital. At the 
same time, it creates important challenges 
for the UK regarding energy and food 
supply necessary for their interest if they 
want to continue Boris Johnson’s policies in 
supporting Ukraine.”

Queen’s dark legacy still lives on
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Biden plans to 
attend Queen’s 
funeral

U.S. President Joe Biden asserted on Friday 
that he intended to attend the burial ceremony 
for Queen Elizabeth II.

“Yes,” he replied to a reporter’s question on 
the matter during his visit to Ohio. “I don’t know 
what the details are yet but I will be going,” the 
U.S. leader added, quoted by the White House 
press pool.

Charles III 
is formally 
proclaimed king

An historic Accession Council proclaimed 
Charles III as Britain’s new king on Saturday 
morning following the death of his mother 
Queen Elizabeth II aged 96. In his speech 
at Saturday’s ceremony at St James’s Palace 
in London, King Charles III vowed to follow 
the example of his late mother and said he 
was “deeply aware of this great inheritance 
and of the duties and heavy responsibilities of 
sovereignty”.

Erdogan to urge 
Russia to send 
goods through 
Black Sea corridor: 
media

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan will urge 
Moscow to send goods through a UN-backed 
Black Sea corridor when he meets Russian 
President Vladimir Putin next week, broadcaster 
Haberturk said on Friday, seeking to keep Russia 
engaged in the arrangement.

The export corridor aims to avert a global food 
crisis by guaranteeing the safe passage of ships 
in and out of Ukrainian ports, allowing them to 
transport tens of millions of tons of grain that 
had been blockaded by Russia’s invasion.

Germany is the 
“stupidest” 
government in 
Europe

Left-wing politician Sahra Wagenknecht 
slammed her government for causing a ‘fatal’ 
economic war with Russia.

Germany’s government is the “stupidest” 
in Europe for managing to embroil itself in a 
full-blown “economic war” with its top energy 
supplier, Russia, left-wing politician Sahra 
Wagenknecht said on Thursday.

Speaking in the Bundestag, the former co-
chair of the party Die Linke urged an end to anti-
Russian sanctions and the resignation of the 
country’s vice chancellor and economy minister, 
Robert Habeck.

Putin will not 
attend Queen 
Elizabeth’s funeral

Russian President Vladimir Putin will 
not be among the heads of state to attend 
Queen Elizabeth II’s upcoming funeral, his 
spokesperson announced on Friday.

Dimitry Peskov, speaking to Russian state 
news agency RIA Novosti, said Putin is not being 
considered for Moscow’s representation at the 
event, noting that the Kremlin is waiting to 
learn about the protocol of the ceremony before 
deciding who will attend.

The United Kingdom has firmly opposed 
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, which has lasted 
nearly 200 days.

WORLD HEADLINES
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From page 1  The structure also 

has a large underground chamber 
(filled now by rubble), possibly a 
prison. Four towers surround the en-
tire compound, and a large gate fur-
nishes access to a large courtyard. 
The structure seems to have been 
the victim of numerous earthquakes 
throughout the ages.

Under tourists’ eyes
Here is a selection of comments 

on the fortress and museum that 
foreign visitors have already posted 
to TripAdvisor:

‘Very good remains of the castle 
and views of surrounds’

If you have not visited an Iranian 
castle (fortress), however with a bit 
of imagination you easily picture the 
complete structure. It is a pleasant 
short exploration making good pho-
tos and provides excellent views of 
the attractive surroundings. Approx-
imately 40 kilometers outside Yazd, 
often included in day tours alterna-
tively get your driver to stop here for 
30 minutes. (nilintentum_reliquit 
from Melbourne, Australia)

 ‘Gateway to a forgotten era’

This Median period fortress dates 
from the earliest days of the Persian 
empire and remains one of Iran’s 
most impressive antiquities. The 
mud-brick walls are astonishingly 
high, and a walk through the com-
plex affords excellent views of the 
town of Meybod and the surround-
ing countryside. Workers can often 
be seen making adobe bricks and 
plaster along the wide approach, 
using a process that has gone un-

changed for millennia. (Signum32 
from Andwell, United Kingdom)

‘A good place to have a break go-
ing from Yazd to Isfahan’

Clearly once a major fortification 
that withstood all attacks. It has a 
large “moat” area surrounding it 
between two walls, now being en-
croached on by the city.

There are two distinct building 
phases from about the 3rd and the 
10th century noted by the different 

brick sizes. Although a lot is still 
suffering from age parts have been 
restored and I found it interesting to 
walk around - with care as there are 
a couple of open wells.

Our guide pointed out the speak-
ing tubes between rooms which 
were required because of the thick-
ness of the walls. We spent an enjoy-
able hour here. (j0rana from Lucca, 
Italy)

‘Interesting ruin - great views’

Stop by the castle ruins for great 
views of the city and to get an idea 
of a large mid brick construction. Not 
much to sense but gives a sense of 
the grandeur of what it must have 
been like in the past. (942duncanw 
from Bangkok, Thailand)

‘Worth to pay visit when passing 
by’

It is a nice classical castle with 
its history. If you have not seen 
such structures before and you are 
passing by, it is worth to drop in and 
shoot photos. (Rexonaut from Brus-
sels, Belgium)

TEHRAN—Archaeologists in central Iran have 
discovered the ruins of an early workshop for 
stone tools, which is estimated to date some 
5,500 years.

Archaeologists initially supposed they had dis-
covered a small warehouse, but further investiga-
tions yielded the exiting of a workshop dedicated 
to making stone artifacts, IRIB reported.

The discovery was made in Tapeh Sialk (“Sialk 
Hills”), which is situated halfway between Kashan 
and Fin in Isfahan province. Over the past decades, 
the archaeologically-rich site has yielded inter-
esting pottery pieces, metal tools, and domestic 
implements made from stone, clay, and bone that 
date from as early as the 4th millennium BC.

Last week, archaeologists excavating Sialk hills, 
made a macabre discovery: a 5,700-year-old wall 
foundation containing the skeleton of a baby.

Late in August, archaeologists commenced 
work in a bid to unearth 6,000-year-old ruins and 
relics in Sialk, which was once the site of a fortified 
town near modern Kashan in central Iran.

Experts believe that Sialk is a treasure trove of 
information about diverse subjects such as palae-
obotany, palaeozoology, palaeoanatomy, diet, cli-
mate change, and ancient metallurgy.

In 2019, the Louvre museum hosted facilitated a 
worldwide gathering on Tapeh Sialk (“Sialk hills”), 
which was attended by archaeologists from Ger-
many, England, France and Iran. According to Lou-
vre, the event was aimed to cast a new light on the 
ancient site some 80 years after its first excava-
tion to lay an opportunity to present to the public 

the diversity of research and projects, as well as 
current issues of preservation and enhancement 
of the site.

As per the Louver, the oldest levels document 
the occupation of the Iranian plateau from the 
Neolithic to the Chololithic over more than two 
millennia. Then, around 3000 BC, the site is in-
tegrated into the vast cultural area called Pro-
to-Elamite, during which specific writing appears.

Afterward, during the Iron Age, the neighbor-
hood culture, addressed by perfectly painted ce-
ramics, is most popular through the uncovering 
of necropolises. This culture, which appeared new 
in the region, has long been identified with the 
Medes and fueled the debate over the arrival of 
new populations speaking Iranian languages from 
which comes modern Persian.

A few exhuming projects at the site have so far 
been directed, beginning with a 1933 French Lou-
vre delegation led by Roman Ghirshman; capping 
with a most recent project in 2009, which was led 
by Hassan Fazeli-Nashli, a faculty member of the 
Archaeology Department, University of Tehran.

TEHRAN—The historical city of Tabriz, 
which was once the Iranian capital under Sa-
favids, will play host to Tajikistan’s cultural 
week in the near future.

The mausoleum of Kamal Khujandi, who 
was a 14th-century Persian poet and Sufi, 
has long been a top destination for travelers 
from Tajikistan, CHTN quoted East Azarbaijan 
province’s tourism chief as saying on Satur-
day.

“During the cultural week of Tajikistan in 
Tabriz, we will try to comprehensively in-
troduce the cultural, historical, and artistic 
capacities of the province to our guests,” Ah-
mad Hamzehzadeh explained.

“In addition, we are set to operate special 

sightseeing tours for our guests during the 
cultural week scheduled to be held in Octo-
ber,” the official said.

Home to hospitable people, Tabriz is a per-
fect introduction to Iran for sightseers cross-
ing over the border from Armenia, or through 
the Gurbulak Bazargan border from Turkey.

Like many cities in Iran, Tabriz has a long 
and rich history but saw many of its histor-
ic buildings destroyed by invaders or earth-
quakes. Tabriz became the capital of the 
Mongol Il-Khan Mahmud Gazan (1295–1304) 
and his successor. Timur (Tamerlane), a Tur-
kic conqueror, took it in 1392. Some decades 
later, the Kara Koyunlu Turkmen made it their 
capital. It was when the famous Blue Mosque 
was built in the ancient city.

The city retained its administrative status 
under the Safavid dynasty until 1548 when 
Shah Tahmasp I relocated his capital west-
ward to Qazvin. During the next two cen-
turies, Tabriz changed hands several times 
between Persia and the Ottoman Empire. 
During World War I, the city was temporarily 
occupied by Turkish and then Soviet troops.

Downtown Tabriz is very walkable, and the 
people are also extremely friendly, some-
thing not particularly common in big cities.

TEHRAN—A selection of six natural prop-
erties across Kermanshah province has re-
cently been inscribed on the national heri-
tage list of Iran.

The Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, 
and Handicrafts announced the inscriptions 
on Saturday in separate letters to the gover-
nor-general of the western province, CHTN 
reported.

Savul Waterfall, Qareh Bolagh Lake, and 
Shalan’s old plane tree were among the prop-
erties added to the list.

Kermanshah embraces a variety of awe-in-
spiring historical sites including Taq-e Bos-
tan and the UNESCO-registered Bisotun.

Inscribed into the base of a towering cliff, 
Taq-e Bostan comprises extraordinary Sas-
sanian bas-reliefs of ancient victorious kings 
to divide opinions. Late afternoon is the best 
time to visit, as the cliff turns a brilliant or-
ange in the setting sun, which then dies po-
etically on the far side of the duck pond.

Bisotun is a patchwork of immense yet 
impressive life-size carvings depicting king 
Darius I and several other figures. UNESCO 
has it that Bisotun bears outstanding testi-
mony to the important interchange of human 
values in the development of monumental 
art and writing, reflecting ancient traditions 
in monumental bas-reliefs.

Kermanshah was founded in the 4th cen-
tury CE by Bahram IV of the Sassanid dynasty. 
Conquered by the Arabs in 640, it was called 
Qirmasin (Qirmashin). Under the Seljuk rule 
in the 11th century, it was the chief town of 
Kordestan. The Safavids (ruled 1501–1736) 
fortified the town, and the Qajars repulsed an 
attack by the Turks during Fath Ali Shah’s rule 
(1797–1834). Occupied by the Turkish army in 
1915 during World War I, it was evacuated in 
1917. The construction of a road in the 1950s 
over the age-old Khorasan track added con-
siderably to the importance of the city.

Having an opulent tourist circuit with 26 
UNESCO World Heritage sites, of which the 
vast Hyrcanian Forest and Lut Desert are 
among the natural properties, Iran seeks to 
acquire a greater share of the global tourism 
industry by 2025.

TEHRAN—An Afsharid era (1736-1748) 
public bathhouse in the historical village of 
Vafs, the central province of Markazi, has un-
dergone some rehabilitation works, a local 
tourism chief has said.

The historical structure has been aban-
doned for years and has been used as a 
warehouse and required restoration, Saeid 
Niknam explained on Saturday.

This phase of the restoration project in-
volves repairing the rooftop and exterior 
walls, the official added.

A budget of 800 million rials ($2,700) has 
been allocated to the project, he mentioned.

However, the bathhouse will need other 
rounds of restoration in the future, he noted.

It has been decided to turn the bathhouse 
into a cultural heritage center after being 
fully restored, he stated.

Bathhouses or ‘hammams’ in Iran were not 
only places for bathing and cleaning up. They 
had a social concept for people who gathered 
at these places weekly.

It was a place where people talked with 
each other about their daily life and shared 
humor and news. There are still bathhouses 
in Iranian cities, but they do not have their so-
cial function anymore since most people have 
bathrooms in their homes due to the modern 

lifestyle.

Some cities had separate bathhouses for 
men and women. They were usually built next 
to each other. However, there were some 
bathhouses, which were used by men and 
women at different times of the day.

Persian literature is full of proverbs, nar-
rations, and folk stories about bathhouses, 
which indicate the importance of the place in 
the pastime.

Markazi province is considered the indus-
trial capital of the country. It is rich in natural, 
historical, cultural, and religious attractions.

Hand-woven carpets and kilims, made in 
its cities, including Farahan, Sarugh, Lilivan, 
Senejan, and Vafs, are known internationally.

TEHRAN—A national handicrafts 
festival dedicated to the traditional 
field of Verni-bafi is scheduled to be 
held in Tabriz, East Azarbaijan prov-
ince, in late October, the provincial 
tourism chief has said.

The festival seeks to introduce 
and export Verni-bafi products to 
other countries such as Turkey, Ah-
mad Hamzehzadeh explained on 
Saturday.

This could lead to the economic 
prosperity of the city and province’s 
handicraft sector, the official added.

Verni shares the features of both 
kilim and rugs. It is woven without 
any prepared pattern by the nomad-
ic women and villagers of the region. 
That’s why most patterns and colors 
of it reflect the nomadic culture.

The weft of Verni is made of cot-
ton, wool, and silk threads. It is wo-
ven both on horizontal and vertical 
looms and is used in tents and hous-
es of villagers and nomads.

Traditions and beliefs of the re-
gion are represented in Verni’s 
patterns. Animals and birds are de-
picted in Verni’s weavings through 
imaginative designs and images.

Soaked in history and culture for 
millennia, Tabriz embraces several 
historical and religious sites, includ-
ing the Jameh Mosque of Tabriz and 
Arg of Tabriz, and UNESCO-regis-
tered Tabriz Historic Bazaar Com-
plex, to name a few. The city became 
the capital of the Mongol Il-Khan 
Mahmud Gazan (1295–1304) and his 
successor. Timur (Tamerlane), a Tur-
kic conqueror, took it in 1392. Some 
decades later, the Kara Koyunlu 
Turkmen made it their capital. It was 
when the famous Blue Mosque was 
built in Tabriz.

The city retained its administra-
tive status under the Safavid dynas-
ty until 1548, when Shah Tahmasp I 

relocated his capital westward to 
Qazvin. During the next two centu-
ries, Tabriz changed hands several 
times between Persia and the Ot-
toman Empire. During World War I, 
the city was temporarily occupied by 
Turkish and then Soviet troops.

The ancient city was declared a 
world craft city of 
carpet weaving by the 
World Craft in 2016. It 
also bore the title of 
2018 Islamic Tourism 
Capital.

With 14 entries, Iran 
globally ranks first for 
the number of cities 
and villages regis-
tered by the World 
Crafts Council, as Chi-
na with seven entries, 
Chile with four, and 
India with three ones 
come next.

Available data com-
piled by the Ministry 
of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism, and Hand-
icrafts suggests the 
value of Iran’s handi-
crafts exports stood 
at $120 million during 
the first eleven months 
of the Iranian calendar 
year 1399 (March 20, 
2020–February 18, 
2021), Mehr reported. 
The country’s handi-
crafts exports slumped 
during the mentioned 
months in comparison 
to the same period last 
a year earlier due to the 
damage the coronavi-
rus pandemic has in-
flicted on global trade.

The Islamic Repub-
lic exported $427 mil-
lion worth of handi-

crafts during the first eleven months 
of the calendar year, 1398 (started 
March 2019). Of the figure, some 
$190 million was earned via suitcase 
trade (allowed for customs-free and 
tax-free transfer) through 20 prov-
inces, according to data compiled 
by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 

Tourism and Handicrafts. Ceramics, 

pottery vessels, handwoven cloths 

as well as personal ornamentations 

with precious and semi-precious 

gemstones are traditionally export-

ed to Iraq, Afghanistan, Germany, the 

U.S., the UK, and other countries.

Truly ancient fort with 
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5,500-year-old workshop for stone tools unearthed in central Iran

Tabriz to host Tajikistan’s cultural week

Properties in Kermanshah added to 
national heritage list

Historical bathhouse in central Iran being 
restored

Verni-bafi: Tabriz festival seeks to prompte handicraft export 

Public Call to Identify and Evaluate Investors’ 

Competency (First published) 

This is hereby to announce that Dabola-Tougue Bauxite Company (SBDT) intends to elect 
the qualified investors to co-invest in its bauxite mines in Guinea through a public call and 
in the form of “Management, Operation and Sales Model” to participate in an international 
investor call with the following conditions: 

A. Explanation of services: Mobilization, operating and sales of the bauxite mines from 
SBDT’s mining concession in Guinea along with providing the necessary 
infrastructure, construction of rail transport infrastructure for approximately 400 km to 
the port of Conakry, Guinea, port loading facilities, operations and sales of bauxite with 
a capacity of 8-10 million tonnes per year. 

B. Project location: 
Dabola-Tougue mines, Republic of Guinea (Geographical location maps in public call 
document) 

C. Investment incentives 

 Possibility to participate in the ownership of an alumina refinery with the necessary legal 
permits. 

 Providing part of the investment for the required infrastructure by SBDT. 

D. Terms of participating in the call: 
Described in the call documents attachments. 

E. Receipt of call documents:                           
All investors including companies, legal and civil partnerships and the private sector 
can submit their written and official requests to both electronic addresses of  
Kan _azin@kanazin.com and info@sbdtco.com  to receive the call documents no later 
than 12 September 2022. 

F. Documents delivery: 
Applicants must submit their completed documents and supporting documentations to 
the above e-mail addresses no later than 20 September 2022 

Note1: It is mentioned that this announcement is to identify and evaluate the qualified investors 
and provide documents that will not create any rights whatsoever for the participants. 

Note2: Applicants who submitted their documents in the first recall are not obligated to 
participate unless additional documents are needed. 

 



TEHRAN - The Human Develop-
ment Index (HDI) report of the Unit-
ed Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) released on September 8 
has placed Iran 76th among 191 
countries as a nation with a high 
human development index.  

With a score of 0.774, Iran ranked 
higher than Ukraine, China, Armenia, 
Mexico, and Brazil.

Titled “Uncertain Times, Unset-
tled Lives: Shaping our Future in a 
Transforming World” the HDI mea-
sures the average achievement of a 
country in three basic dimensions of 
human development — a long and 
healthy life, education, and a decent 
standard of living.

It is calculated using four indi-
cators — life expectancy at birth, 
mean years of schooling, expected 
years of schooling, and the Gross 
National Income (GNI) per capita.

The countries in the ranking are 
categorized into “very high human 
development” comprising coun-
tries ranked 1 to 66, “high human 
development” comprising countries 
ranked 67 to 115, “medium human 
development” comprising countries 
ranked 116 to 159, and “low human 
development” comprising countries 
ranked 160 to 191.

Switzerland with an overall score 
of 0.962 tops the list.

The HDI is a summary measure 
for assessing long-term progress 
in three basic dimensions of human 
development: a long and healthy 
life, access to knowledge, and a de-
cent standard of living.

It argues that layers of uncer-
tainty are stacking up and inter-
acting to unsettle life in unprec-
edented ways. The last two years 
have had a devastating impact 
on billions of people around the 
world, when crises like Covid-19 
and the war in Ukraine hit back-to-
back, and interacted with sweep-
ing social and economic shifts, 

dangerous planetary changes, and 
massive increases in polarization.

The Gender Development Index 
(GDI) is based on the sex-disaggre-
gated Human Development Index, 
defined as a ratio of the female to 
the male HDI. The GDI measures 
gender inequalities in achievement 
in three basic dimensions of human 
development: health, education and 
command over economic resources. 
This means that the grouping takes 
into consideration inequality in fa-
vour of men or women equally.

The Gender Inequality Index (GII) 
reflects gender-based inequal-
ities in three dimensions of HDI. 
Reproductive health is measured 
by maternal mortality and ado-
lescent birth rates; empowerment 
is measured by the share of par-
liamentary seats held by women 
and attainment in secondary and 
higher education by each gender, 
and economic activity is measured 
by the labour market participation 
rate for women and men. 

For the first time in the 32 years 
that UNDP has been calculating it, 
the Human Development Index, 
which measures a nation’s health, 
education, and standard of living, 
has declined globally for two years 
in a row.

Human development has fallen 

back to its 2016 levels, reversing 
much of the progress toward the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

The reversal is nearly universal as 
over 90 percent of countries regis-
tered a decline in their HDI score in 
either 2020 or 2021 and more than 
40 percent declined in both years, 
signaling that the crisis is still deep-
ening for many.

While some countries are be-
ginning to get back on their feet, 
recovery is uneven and partial, fur-
ther widening inequalities in human 
development. Latin America, the 
Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa, and 
South Asia have been hit particular-
ly hard.

“The world is scrambling to re-
spond to back-to-back crises. We 
have seen with the cost of living 
and energy crises that, while it is 
tempting to focus on quick fixes like 
subsidizing fossil fuels, immediate 
relief tactics are delaying the long-
term systemic changes we must 
make,” says Achim Steiner, UNDP 
Administrator.

“We are collectively paralyzed in 
making these changes. In a world 
defined by uncertainty, we need a 
renewed sense of global solidarity 
to tackle our interconnected, com-
mon challenges.”

The report explores why the 

change needed isn’t happening and 
suggests there are many reasons, 
including how insecurity and polar-
ization are feeding off each other 
today to prevent the solidarity and 
collective action we need to tackle 
crises at all levels. New calculations 
show, for instance, that those feel-
ing most insecure are also more 
likely to hold extreme political views.

“Even before Covid-19 hit, we 
were seeing the twin paradoxes of 
progress with insecurity and po-
larization. Today, with one-third of 
people worldwide feeling stressed 
and fewer than a third of people 
worldwide trusting others, we face 
major roadblocks to adopting pol-
icies that work for people and the 
planet,” says Achim Steiner.

“This thought-provoking new 
analysis aims to help us break this 
impasse and chart a new course out 
of our current global uncertainty. 
We have a narrow window to re-
boot our systems and secure a fu-
ture built on decisive climate action 
and new opportunities for all.”

To chart a new course, the report 
recommends implementing policies 
that focus on investment—from 
renewable energy to preparedness 
for pandemics, and insurance—in-
cluding social protection— to pre-
pare our societies for the ups and 
downs of an uncertain world. While 
innovation in its many forms—tech-
nological, economic, cultural—can 
also build capacities to respond to 
whatever challenges come next.

“To navigate uncertainty, we need 
to double down on human develop-
ment and look beyond improving 
people’s wealth or health,” says UN-
DP’s Pedro Conceição, the report’s 
lead author.

“These remain important. But we 
also need to protect the planet and 
provide people with the tools they 
need to feel more secure, regain a 
sense of control over their lives, and 
have hope for the future.”
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SOCIETYIran 76th among 191 countries on 
Human Development Index

On July 12, 
Tehran played 

host to 11 
countries, 

aiming to boost 
cooperation for 
resolving extant 
environmental 

problems, 
especially 

sand and dust 
storms.

ENGLISH IN USE

Marine species population 
increased in protected areas

According to the annual census, the population of marine species 
in habitats under the Department of Environment (DOE) supervision 
has increased, Ahmad Lahijanzadeh, head of marine environment 
affairs at the DOE has said.

The annual Census is the authoritative source of data determining 
the population and distribution of animal or marine species through 
counting them yearly.

Protecting marine habitats and listing them as protected areas 
are among the most important priorities of the DOE, he said, 
adding, all of the areas have been identified through environmental 
assessment and field surveys.

The reproduction time is important, and the DOE forces stand guard 
and constantly supervise the area during this period, he noted.

He went on to say that annual census shows that the number of 
species in protected areas is increasing, probably due to favorable 
condition and full-time control.

تحت  مناطق  دریایی  گونه‌های  افزایش 
حفاظت سازمان محیط زیست

زیستگاه‌های  در  موجود  گونه‌های  تعداد  سالانه  سرشماری  براساس 
است. افزایش  به  رو  حفاظت  تحت  دریایی 

حفاظت  سازمان  دریایی  زیست  محیط  معاون  زاده  لاهیجان  احمد 
در  جوان،  خبرنگاران  باشگاه  خبرنگار  با  گفت‌وگو  در  زیست  محیط 
حفاظت  کرد:  اظهار  دریایی  زیستگاه‌های  از  حفاظت  اهمیت  با   رابطه 
سازمان  اولویت  در  مناطق  این  شناسایی  و  دریایی  زیستگاه‌های  از 
قالب  در  زیستگاه‌ها  این‌  تمام  و  دارد  قرار  زیست  محیط  حفاظت 

شده‌اند. شناسایی  میدانی  تعقیب  و  جامع  مطالعات 
صورت  زادآوری  زیستگاه‌ها  این  از  بسیاری  در  اینکه  بیان  با  وی 
مشخص  زیستگاه‌ها  شناسایی  با  زادآوری‌ها  این  زمان  افزود:  می‌گیرد، 
را  فیزیکی  حفاظت  زمانی  بازه  این  در  زیست  محیط  سازمان  و  است 

می‌دهد. انجام 
گونه‌های  تعداد  سالانه،  سرشماری‌های  براساس  گفت:  زاده  لاهیجان 

است. افزایش  به  رو  حفاظت  تحت  زیستگاه‌های  در  موجود 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION
New cases 344

New deaths 19

Total cases 7,538,125

Total deaths 144,154

New hospitalized patients 104

Patients in critical condition 583

Total recovered patients 7,314,681

Diagnostic tests conducted 53,915,807

Doses of vaccine injected 154,505,587

COVID-19 UPDATES ON SEPTEMBER 10 

Iran has potential to broadly deal with natural disasters: UN coordinator
TEHRAN – Stefan Priesner, the United Na-

tions Resident Coordinator for Iran, has said the 
country has the potential to broadly deal with 
natural disasters and the United Nations is will-
ing to document these valuable experiences.

In case of natural disasters, the United Na-
tions is ready to provide services by forming a 
permanent working group with representatives 
of the UN, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the 
National Disaster Management Organization, 
IRNA quoted Priesner as saying on Wednesday.

He made the remarks in a meeting with Mo-
hammad-Hassan Nami, the head of the National 
Disaster Management Organization, suggesting 
that the two sides should hold meetings every 
three months for further coordination.

For his part, Nami said all nations have a 
sense of philanthropism and kindness, but they 
will face sanctions if they want to provide help. 
So, this issue should be resolved.

In June, Priesner said the United Nations will 
use all its power and capacity to assist Iran to 
deal with natural hazards by increasing oper-
ational performance and improving safety in 

specialized areas.

“Expressing the desirable capacities of Iran 
in dealing with natural hazards, he said that we 
will do everything to assist Iran. In this regard, 
we can increase operational performance and 
improve safety in the sector to enhance coop-
eration.”

The Iranian plateau, with its location between 
two vast expanses of water as well as the in-

tersection of the Eurasian plateau and Saudi 
Arabia, has always been exposed to numerous 
natural hazards and disasters.

According to UN surveys this year, the main 
natural disasters listed for Iran are drought, 
floods, and earthquakes. Subsidence is also a 
phenomenon that has emerged as one of the 
consequences of drought along with the afore-
mentioned three challenges.

Earthquake, as one of the main natural chal-
lenges, occasionally becomes uninvited guest of 
Iranian homes. On the other hand, the existence 
of important rivers and water reservoirs in the 
country has also increased flood risk.

Land subsidence, a gradual settling or sud-
den sinking of the Earth’s surface due to sub-
surface movement of earth materials is mainly 
caused by aquifer-system compaction, drain-
age, and decomposition of organic soils, un-
derground mining, oil and gas extraction, hydro 
compaction, natural compaction, sinkholes, and 
thawing permafrost. Iran is greatly affected by 
the phenomena, as 29 provinces of the country 
are affected.

From page 1    Iraq and Syria are of the high-
est importance due to the closeness of their 
sand and dust storm hubs to Iran, he said, adding 
that 90 percent of sand and dust storms with an 
external source come from Syria.

Over the past years, Iraq has always carried 
out activities to curb sources and sand and dust 
storms, but the country has not taken any joint 
measures with Iran so far.

On July 12, Tehran played host to a conference 
of ministers and officials from 11 countries, aim-
ing to boost cooperation for resolving extant en-
vironmental problems, especially sand and dust 
storms.

Environment ministers of Iraq, Armenia, the 
United Arab Emirates, Oman, Syria, and Qatar, as 
well as deputy ministers of Azerbaijan and Turk-
menistan along with delegations from Turkey 
and Uzbekistan, participated in the 
event which was held with the 
theme of “Environmental Coop-
eration for a Better Future.”

Addressing the opening 
ceremony, President Ebrahim 
Raisi emphasized that the 
preservation of the environ-
ment is essential and an inevi-
table priority.

Raisi had earlier obliged the 
department of environment to 
diligently pursue the solution of 
sand and dust storms through 
diplomacy and international 
forums, as well as interaction 
with neighboring countries.

“Conservation of the ecosys-
tem and environment, which is 
a global concern, especially for 
countries of the region, is an 
inevitable priority today. If the 
environment is not safe and peaceful for peo-
ple, the development will not be in its proper 
place and it will even become a threat to human 
health,” Raisi stated.

UNDP Representative in Iran Claudio Provi-
das has emphasized the need for cooperation 
with the country to address environmental 
challenges.

in a meeting in June with Department of 
Environment Chief Ali Salajeqeh in Tehran, he 
criticized the U.S. sanctions, announcing read-
iness for tackling environmental issues in Iran 
through the support of the United Nations De-
velopment Program.

“We strive to raise funds to strengthen sup-
port, and the second issue is to move from en-
vironmental protection to existing opportunities 
for investment and a knowledge-based econo-
my, and we must focus on energy, environment, 
and agriculture, which play an important role in 
development,” he added.

Elsewhere in his remarks, he expressed read-
iness to cooperate in dealing with sand and dust 
storms, suggesting negotiations with Iraq, Syria, 
and Afghanistan.

  Effects of sand and dust storms
The SDSs phenomenon has been plaguing the 

country for several years and has caused prob-
lems in many provinces. According to experts, 
natural and human factors are involved in the 
occurrence and severity of this phenomenon 
which is mainly caused by excessive consump-
tion of water and drying up reservoirs.

The internal dust sources 
are estimated at 34.6 million 
hectares, generating an av-
erage amount of 4.22 million 
tons of dust per year, about 
1.460 million hectares are 
dried wetlands.

Some 4.23 million tons of 
dust are raised per year, which 
means the loss of soil fertility 
will hit the agricultural sector.

All the SDSs sources are not 
located in Iran, 300 million 
hectares in the neighboring 
countries are giving rise to 
SDSs, which transport dust 
into Iran. The total dust den-
sity is estimated at about 150 
million tons.

In fact, the dust is raised from 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Af-

ghanistan, and Pakistan in the northeast as well 
as Iraq, Syria, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan in the 
south, southwest, and west.

Letizia Rossano, the director of the Asian 
and Pacific Centre for the Development of Di-
saster Information Management (APDIM), said 
in June that Iran is really at forefront of under-
standing the problem of sand and dust storms 
as well as dealing with it.

More than 80 percent of the entire popula-
tions of Turkmenistan, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, and the Islamic Republic of Iran are 
exposed to medium and high levels of poor air 
quality due to sand and dust storms,” she noted.

Some $70m spent to combat sand and 
dust storms in 4 years

The United Nations will 
use all its power and 

capacity to assist Iran 
to deal with natural 

hazards by increasing 
operational performance 
and improving safety in 

specialized areas.



Frome Page 1   He noted that 
learning a language can help expand 
cultural relations between the two 
countries and added, “According to 
reports from our cultural attaché in 
Syria, learning the Persian language 
has developed in your country, and 
we request you to support Persian 
language learning in your schools 
and academic centers.”

“The main aim of political and 
economic diplomacy is to improve 
cultural diplomacy, and we will do 
our best to expand our relations to 
a higher level in order to help our 
people enhance their understanding 
of each other,” he said. 

On her part, Mshaweh said that 
Syria represented the world in its 
ten-year fight against ISIS and 
expressed her thanks to Iran for the 
support the country has given to 
Syrian during the war. She also said 
that the Syrian people are always 
respectful of Iran.

She said that Syria is ready to team 
up with Iran on film projects and 
added that her country is interested 
in learning from Iranian filmmakers’ 
experiences.

There are many people in Syria 
that can speak Persian, Mshaweh 
said, and added that Damascus 
University launched a department 
for the Persian language in 2008, 

which has taught many students.

She praised the Iranian Cultural 
Center in Syria for its great endeavors 
to promote the Persian language.

Mshaweh invited Imanipur to 
attend an opening ceremony of 
the Iranian cultural week in Syria, 
and said that cultural ties, like the 

political relations between Iran and 
Syria, need to be expanded to permit 
the two nations to remain united in 
all areas.

Iranian director Narges Abyar in an undated photo.

Syrian Culture Minister Lubanah Mshaweh and ICRO director Mohammad-Mehdi Imanipur attend a 
press conference in Tehran on September 9, 2022, to brief the media about the plans of Tehran and 

Damascus to expand cultural ties. (ICRO)

Morteza Momayyez, pioneer of Iran’s 
modern graphic art

 Part 1

Born in Tehran in August 1936, Morteza 
Momayyez was an illustrator, painter, 
teacher and writer who played a pivotal 
role in the development of graphic design in 
contemporary Iran.

Mommayez was the eldest son of 
Mohammad-Ali and Khanom Kuchak. His 
paternal grand uncle, Musa, was a noted 
painter of the late Qajar era (1794-1925). 

Momayyez worked in a variety of 
professions from an early age to draw a 
living, starting out as a storefront sign 
writer while still in high school. 

He was admitted to the Faculty of Fine 
Arts at the University of Tehran in 1956, and 
began working at Mohammad Bahrami’s 
Graphic Design Studio for three years. 

In 1960 he was appointed art director 
of Iran-e Abad magazine. He also worked 
for a while at Ziba Advertising Agency. In 
1961, he was employed at Kayhan Printing 
and Publishing Corporation, where Ahmad 
Shamlu, renowned poet and the then editor-
in-chief of Ketab-e Hafteh, a new publication 
from Kayhan, invited Momayyez to be its 
illustrator. 

To be continued.
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Those who give up religion to better their lot in life seldom 
succeed. The Wrath of Allah makes them go through more 

calamities and losses than the gains they gather for themselves.
Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:13:02       Evening: 19:40        Dawn: 5:16  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:42  (tomorrow)

Syria to host Iranian 
cultural week 
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Autobiography of American slave Frederick Douglass available to Persian readers
TEHRAN – “Narrative of the 

Life of Frederick Douglass”, an 
autobiography of the American 
slave Frederick Douglass has 
been published in Persian.

Saless is the publisher of the 
book, which has been translated 
into Persian by Amir Rakei.

Born a slave circa 1818 (slaves 
weren’t told when they were 
born) on a plantation in Maryland, 
Douglass taught himself to read 
and write. 

In 1845, seven years after 
escaping to the North, he 
published Narrative, the first of 
three autobiographies. 

This book calmly but 
dramatically recounts the horrors 
and the accomplishments of his 

early years—the daily, casual 
brutality of the white masters; 
his painful efforts to educate 
himself; his decision to find 
freedom or die; and his harrowing 
but successful escape.

An astonishing orator and a 
skillful writer, Douglass became 
a newspaper editor, a political 
activist, and an eloquent 
spokesperson for the civil rights 
of African Americans. 

He lived through the Civil 
War, the end of slavery, and the 
beginning of segregation. He was 
celebrated internationally as the 
leading Black intellectual of his 
day, and his story still resonates 
in ours.

Having escaped from slavery 
at age 20, he took the name 

Frederick Douglass for himself 
and became an advocate of 
abolition. Douglass traveled 
widely, and often perilously, to 
lecture against slavery.

In 1870, Douglass launched 
The New National Era out 
of Washington, D.C. He was 
nominated for vice-president 
by the Equal Rights Party to 
run with Victoria Woodhull as a 
presidential candidate in 1872. 

He became U.S. marshal of the 
District of Columbia in 1877 and 
was later appointed minister 
resident and consul-general to 
Haiti. His District of Columbia 
home is a national historic 
site. He died in 1895 and was 
buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, 
Rochester.

Narges Abyar selected for Religion Today panel

“The Voice Imitator” published in Persian

TEHRAN – Iranian director Narges Abyar 
has been selected for the jury of the 25th 
Religion Today Film Festival, which opens in 
five Italian cities on Wednesday.

Director of acclaimed dramas “Track 143”, 
“Breath” and “When the Moon Was Full”, 
Abyar is currently in Tatarstan, a semi-
autonomous region in southwest Russia, to 
accompany the jury of the 18th edition of the 

Kazan International Muslim Film Festival.

She has been honored by several 
international festivals and cultural centers.

Earlier in March, she was honored with 
the Director Achievement Award at the 
International Women Filmmakers Festival 
2022 in Izmir, Turkey.

In 2020, she received the HUM Women 
Leaders Award at the Governor’s House in 
the Pakistani city of Karachi.

Her 2019 drama “When the Moon Was 
Full” received the audience award at the 23rd 
Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival in Estonia.

The Religion Today jury also has Mamta 
Shaha, a board-certified pediatrician and 
an assistant professor of pediatrics at New 
York University. She is also a board-certified 
ophthalmologist from Bombay University.

Christian Kazadi Lupemba, the chairperson 
of Religions for Peace’s Interfaith Youth 
Network of the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo and a professor of mathematics, will 
join the jury.

Eda Molla Chousein, the Youth Program 
Coordinator of the National Interfaith Youth 
Network and Religions for Peace UK, is also 
a member of the panel.

The Iranian movies “The Dream of a Horse”, 
“Surviving Fortress”, “19”, “The Peach”, 
“Cylinder” and “Graveyard” will compete in 
different sections of the festival, which will 
take place in Trento, Bolzano, Rome, Venice 
and Marina di Camerota.

“Religion Today has been the foremost 
international and itinerant film festival 
dedicated to cinema and religions for a 
culture of peace and dialogue between 
faiths, cultures, peoples and individuals,” 
the organizers have said.

Elaheh Nobakht, the producer of the 
acclaimed Iranian documentary “Beloved”, 
was a member of the jury of the 2021 
Religion Today Film Festival.

TEHRAN – “The Voice Imitator” by 
Austrian writer Thomas Bernhard has been 
published in Persian by the major Iranian 
publishing house Now.

Nasser Ghiasi is the translator of the book, 
which was originally published in 1978.

The Austrian playwright, novelist and poet 
Thomas Bernhard (1931-89) is acknowledged 
as being among the major writers of our 
times. At once pessimistic and exhilarating, 
Bernhard’s work depicts the corruption of the 
modern world, the dynamics of totalitarianism, 
and the interplay of reality and appearance.

In “The Voice Imitator”, Bernhard gives us 
one of his most darkly comic works. A series 
of parable-like anecdotes—some drawn from 
newspaper reports, some from conversation, 
some from hearsay—this satire is both subtle 
and acerbic. 

What initially appear to be quaint little 

stories inevitably indict the sterility and 
callousness of modern life, not just in urban 
centers but everywhere. 

Bernhard presents an ordinary world 
careening into absurdity and disaster. 
Politicians, professionals, tourists, civil 
servants—the usual victims of Bernhard’s 
inspired misanthropy—succumb one after 
another to madness, mishap, or suicide. 

The shortest piece, titled “Mail”, illustrates 
the anonymity and alienation that have become 
standard in contemporary society: “For years 
after our mother’s death, the Post Office still 
delivered letters that were addressed to her. The 
Post Office had taken no notice of her death.”

In his disarming, sometimes hilarious style, 
Bernhard delivers a lethal punch with every 
anecdote. George Steiner has connected 
Bernhard to “the great constellation of 
Kafka, Musil and Broch,” and John Updike has 

compared him to Grass, Handke and Weiss. 
“The Voice Imitator” reminds us that 

Thomas Bernhard remains the most caustic 
satirist of our age.

Front cover of the Persian 
edition of Frederick Douglass’s 

autobiography “Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick Douglass”.

A combination photo shows Thomas 
Bernhard and the front cover of the Persian 

edition of his book “The Voice Imitator”.

Iran: Graphic arts
Part 6

In the lower left-hand corner the Ayatollah 
is comforting the families of the martyrs. 
In the center of the miniature he is host to 
representatives of the multi-ethnic Iranian 
nation. 

They all sit on a carpet into which is woven 
the figure of the legendary, Simorgh, the 
icon of Persia’s mythic past with its mystical 
connotations. 

Lastly in the upper right-hand corner, the 
Ayatollah is seen departing this life, leaving 
behind his mantle. The movement, the colors, 
the arrangements of the figures, even the 
shape of the trees, rocks, and clouds have the 
quality of a classic Persian miniature.

The depiction of women on posters was also 
closely related to war propaganda by recalling 
female martyrs. There are two special days 
devoted to women in the post-Revolution 
Persian calendar. 

One is the birthday of Hazrat Fatima (SA), 
daughter of the Prophet Muhammad (S), 
which is observed as Mother’s Day. The other 
is the birthday of Hazrat Zeinab (SA), the 
granddaughter of the Prophet Mohammad (S) 
and the sister of Imam Hussein (AS), observed 
as Nurses’ Day. Both figures are projected as 
paragons of womanly virtue and fortitude.

A postage stamp, issued in 1985, features 
a rally of women clad in black veils. Above 
them hovers a vibrant figure, draped in a 
bright blood-red veil with her hand held high 
exhorting the rally. 

The palm of her hand is almost touching 
another palm atop the flagstaff, representing 
the five holy figures of Shia Islam. The 
unfurled flags in green and white flying over 
the women add a dynamic forward thrust to 
the procession. On one of the green flags is 
inscribed “O Fatima al-Zahra!” This design 
also appears in more detail on a poster.

An almost aggressively stark portrait in 
support of the hijab, the full covering for 
women, is this 20-rial postage stamp; the 
woman’s head, dead center in this stamp, is 
covered, but she is looking straight ahead, 
with the barrel of the machine gun on her back 
reinforcing the no-nonsense message.

The debate on proper female attire is well 
illustrated graphically in the first-grade 
Persian readers. An illustration shows a first-
grade classroom during the Pahlavi era, while 
another on depicts a similar classroom in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

The Pahlavi illustration shows boys and 

girls in the same class, with both the students 
and teacher in casual Western style dress, in a 
relaxed atmosphere. 

In the Islamic Republic picture, the classes 
are segregated according to gender, and 
the girls and their teacher are all wearing 
headgear and tunic-like dresses over long 
loose pants. 

However, both the pre-Revolutionary and 
post-Revolutionary textbooks testify to the 
skill and craftsmanship of Persian graphic 
artists. 

The Institute for Intellectual Development 
of Children and Young Adults (Kanun-e 
Parvaresh-e Fekri-e Kudakan wa Now-
Javanan) has won several international 
awards in the past.

The graphic design of banknotes during 
both the Pahlavi era and in the Islamic Republic 
are also striking in their detail as well as in the 
clarity of their message. 

The 10,000-rial banknote from the Islamic 
Republic depicts a political march with a few 
important religious symbols. 

The banknote was issued while Ayatollah 
Khomeini was still alive; therefore his image 
appears not directly but indirectly in the form 
of standards carried by the demonstrators. 

After Imam Khomeini’s death, his portrait 
became a central feature on banknotes of 
every denomination, as well as on postage 
stamps.

One of the most dramatic examples of using 
graphic arts as a weapon, a banner, and a 
rallying point for those at the front and along 
the supply lines was the Persian art produced 
during the Imposed War. 

Billboards large and small bearing 
slogans and graphic images were erected in 
unprecedented numbers all along the front 
lines, across the battlefields, along the supply 
routes, and in the rear. 

Such a proliferation of art in the field was 
feasible since, like World War I, this was largely 
trench warfare with little forward movement.

The text on this billboard reads: “From 
afar I kiss the arms and hands of you the 
combatants who are shielded by the Hand of 
God, and I take pride in this kiss”.

On the battlefront or back home, outside 
on a city street or within a public space, the 
art of persuasion has been an integral part of 
Persian life for the past twenty-five years.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

Concluded.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

