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Report

Report

UK wages war 
against the poor

The UK government has introduced huge tax 
cuts for the super-wealthy, paved the way for 
struggling families to fall deeper into poverty.   

On top of government measures that have been 
described as “immoral”, the new owners of Down-
ing Street are overseeing the worst drop of the 
British pound in decades. 

And if that wasn’t bad enough, the Bank of 
England has issued a warning saying it “will not 
hesitate to change interest rates as necessary” 
after markets reacted badly to the government’s 
tax-cutting mini-budget. 

A few days ago, all eyes were on chancellor 
Kwasi Kwarteng’s budget. The new measures 
were announced in the middle of deep economic 
pain for the ever-expanding poor classes of the 
society. This includes households that are strug-
gling to make the difficult choice of either putting 
food on the table or heating their homes. 

The government will use more than £70 billion 
of increased borrowing to introduce the biggest 
tax cuts in 50 years. But will the tax cuts serve 
those living in poverty amid rising inflation or will 
they slash taxes for the rich who can afford to pay 
more at a time of economic turmoil. 

After some time analyzing the extensive new 
plans, it has become clear that this government 
package is an absolute disaster for the poor and 
vulnerable. And as for the super-wealthy, they will 
no doubt be laughing all the way to the bank fol-
lowing the government’s new budget. 

According to the analysis of one prominent 
think tank, “only the very richest households” will 
benefit from the controversial tax cuts, the main 
theme announced in the package by Prime Minis-
ter Liz Truss’s government. 

The Resolution Foundation said it had found the 
chancellor’s package will do nothing to stop more 
than two million people falling below the poverty 
line amid a cost of living crisis. 

This comes as the Labour opposition party 
accuses Truss and Kwarteng of gambling with 
people’s finances in “casino economics” and said 
their “trickle-down” approach will leave the next 
generation worse off.  Page 5

Iran, Senegal share 
spoils in friendly

TEHRAN – Iran and Senegal football teams 
shared the spoils in a 1-1 draw in a friendly match 
on Tuesday.

In the match held at the Admira Wacker in 
Mödling, Austria, Iran defender Morteza Pourali-
ganji scored an own goal in the 55th minute.

Sardar Azmoun levelled the score in the 64th 
minute, five minutes after coming off the bench 
as Mehdi Taremi’s replacement.

Iran had defeated Uruguay on Friday at the NV 
Arena in Sankt Pölten, Austria, thanks to Mehdi 
Taremi’s second half goal.

Iran played two friendly matches as part of 
preparation for the 2022 FIFA World Cup.

Carlos Queiroz’s side have been drawn in Group 
B along with England, the U.S. and Wales.

Aliou Cisse’s side, who secured its first Africa 
Cup of Nations title in February when it beat Egypt 
in the final, is now unbeaten in 16 of 20 games 
across all competitions in 2022, claiming 13 wins 
and three draws since the turn of the year.

Iran national men’s football team will return to 
Tehran on Thursday.

America’s policies 
toward Iran 
endangers Jews, 
Israel and wider U.S. 
interests

By Professor Hossein Askari 
Not only has Iran become enemy number 

one in the United States, but Americans with 
Iranian roots are perceived as terrorists, an-
ti-American and have become targets of hate 
and discrimination. So much so that many 
even deny their Iranian heritage. This is not 
by accident, but by careful Israeli design, with 
Saudi Arabia a junior partner in the quest to 
shape America’s foreign policy interests in 
favor of Israel’s agenda and in the process 
lining the pockets and coffers of corrupt 
American politicians. Sadly, such tactics will 
in time, when fully played out and exposed, 
turn more and more of the world against the 
United States and Americans against Israel 
and its Jewish sympathizers, further fuel-
ing anti-Semitism and cementing divisions 
across the Middle East.

At the outset, let me be clear. The regime 
in Tehran is not a collection of boy scouts, 
as are not the regimes almost anywhere in 
the world, especially in Israel, Russia and 
the United States. Yes, Iran has made seri-
ous mistakes in its dealing with the United 
States, but the U.S. has hit back with more 
than it has received and relations have so 
deteriorated that I believe they are irrepa-
rable for the foreseeable future. Both sides 
need to erase the past and make a “Grand 
Bargain.” Let me provide an abridged ver-
sion of how we got here, the key stumbling 
blocks, what the future holds and how we 
could avoid the worst for us and for others 
around the world.  Page 5

Amin Tarokh, actor of 
historical TV series 
“Sarbedaran”, dies at 69  

TEHRAN – Amin Tarokh, actor of historical TV 
series including “Sarbedaran” and “Abu Ali Sina”, 
died last Saturday five days after falling into a 
coma following heart failure. He was 69.

He was buried in the Artists’ Section of 
Tehran’s Behesht Zahra Cemetery on Monday 
during a special funeral attended by a large 
number of his friends, colleagues and fans.

Born in Shiraz, Tarokh left his hometown to 
study dramatic arts at the University of Tehran 
in 1977. He also received an MA in cultural 
management in 1982.

Although he appeared in several theaters 
before the Islamic Revolution, he made his 
debut in cinema with “Death of Yazgerd” 
directed by Bahram Beizai in 1981 about 
Yazdegerd III, the last Sassanid king whose 
death in 651 brought an end to the last pre-
Islamic Iranian empire after more than 400 
years of rule.  Page 8

TEHRAN – Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji has 
said the country is going to enhance energy 
ties with friendly nations such as Russia and 
China amid the U.S. sanctions, Shana report-
ed.

The minister made the remarks in an inter-

view with Japan’s NHK in Tokyo on Sunday.

Oji who visited Japan to attend the Asia 
Green Growth Partnership Ministerial (AGG-
PM) meeting and also the state funeral of 
former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
told NHK that Iran is working to attract in-

vestment from overseas without waiting for 
the nuclear deal to be restored.

He said Iran can currently produce four 
million barrels of crude oil per day and the 
country has been able to increase oil exports 
to some countries.  Page 4

TEHRAN - Huge crowds of people on Sunday 
poured into the streets in Tehran to denounce 
deadly violent acts and desecration of Islamic 
sanctities by rioters over the past week.

The massive number of demonstrators who 
converged on Revolution Square took all by 
surprise. According to the Tasnim news agen-

cy, the demonstrations stretched from Imam 
Hussein Square.

The rallies were in response by rioters who 
have been using the death of a young wom-
an in police custody as a pretext to vent their 
anger over security forces and commit acts of 
sabotage.

Top officers, including IRGC Commander 
Major General Hossein Salami and Police Chief 
Brigadier General Hossein Ashtari, participat-
ed in the rallies.

General Ashtari, whose forces have been 
targeted by violent protestors, was warmly 
welcomed by the people.  Page 2

‘Iran welcomes boosting energy ties with friendly nations’

TEHRAN – The Qajar-era (1789-1925) Moein 
al-Tojjar Sabat in Ahvaz, southwestern Khuz-
estan province has undergone some rehabilitation 
works, Ahvaz’s tourism chief has said.

Sabat is an arched structure built between 
the opposite buildings on both sides of a narrow 
street in tropical and desert areas and it creates 
shade and a cool place for passers-by. Due to its 
semi-covered nature, this structure creates air 
blinds in summer, which cools the air inside the 
sabat, and in winter makes the air warmer.

The restoration project aims at repairing the 
rooftop and walls of the sabat, which is a part of 
the Moein al-Tojjar historical bazaar, Tabar Qarib 
explained on Monday.

The historical structure has been inscribed on 
the national heritage list.

Khuzestan is home to three UNESCO World Her-
itage sites of Susa, Tchogha Zanbil, and Shushtar 
Historical Hydraulic System yet it is a region of 
raw beauty that its visitors could spend weeks 
exploring. The province is also a cradle for hand-

icrafts and arts whose crafters inherited from 
their preceding generations.

Lying at the head of the Persian Gulf and bordering 
Iraq on the west, Khuzestan was settled about 6000 
BC by a people with affinities to the Sumerians, who 
came from the Zagros Mountains region. Urban 
centers appeared there nearly contemporaneously 
with the first cities in Mesopotamia in the 4th mil-
lennium. Khuzestan, according to Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica, came to constitute the heart of the Elamite 
kingdom, with Susa as its capital.

Qajar-era sabat being restored to former glory
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“Khotbeh Khani” ritual held in Mashhad
A traditional ritual dubbed “Khotbeh Khani” (mourning plus eulogy while carrying 

candles) was held at the holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS) in Mashhad on Monday.

Khotbeh Khani ceremony is held every year at the courtyards and porticos of the 
holy shrine to mark the martyrdom anniversary of the eighth Shia Imam. 

From Inside

•	 FM pursues diplomacy in New York P2

•	 Americans sought direct meeting with 
Raisi in New York, MP says P2

•	 Iran urges lifting of unilateral sanctions 
on Syria P3

•	 Nukes pose serious threat to humanity: 
Iran P3

•	 Tehran ready to host 10th Iran-Thailand 
Joint Economic Committee meeting P4

•	 Crude steel output up 9.9% in 5 months 
on year P4

•	 Tehran, Minsk discuss ways of expanding 
energy ties P4

•	 Shiraz to host Pars intl. tourism exhibit P6

•	 Millennia-old relics discovered in 
northwest Iran P6

•	 Iran proposes hosting association of SCO 
member universities P7

•	 Technology tours to be held during 
IranNano exhibition P7

•	 Iran short of rain by 24% P7

•	 Iranian movies to compete in Sharjah 
children’s film festival P8

•	 Persian edition of Isaiah Berlin’s book on 
enemies of human liberty republished P8

Threats to aquatic 
life: from waste to 
illegal fishing

TEHRAN – Breeding of marine species is 
subject to compliance with environmental 
considerations, including not releasing sew-
age and waste, not polluting and destruct-
ing the environment, the deputy head of the 
Department of Environment for marine envi-
ronment and wetlands, has said.

Mojtaba Zoljudi made the remarks on Na-
tional Aquatic Day which is celebrated annu-
ally on September 27.

There are different aquatic species such as Risso’s 
dolphin, killer whales, sea turtles, all kinds of water 
birds, all kinds of plankton, roundworms, sea anem-
ones, and Pacific sea nettle, in the Persian seas, but 
waste and oil release and the discharge of untreated 
human sewage have had destructive effects on the 
marine ecosystem, he said, ISNA reported on Tues-
day.  Page 7

Condolences
Dear Afshin Majlesi,
We express condolences over the death of 
your father. 
May his soul rest in peace.

Tehran Times staff and management 



TEHRAN— While Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi returned to Tehran from New 
York on Friday, his foreign minister stayed 
in the U.S. to pursue active, dynamic and 
balanced diplomacy.

Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian 
met with 17 of his counterparts from Europe, 
West Asia, Latin America, and Africa on 
Friday and Saturday alone.

This is in addition to participating in 13 
meetings which President Raisi had with 
presidents and prime ministers on the 
sidelines of the United Nations General 
Assembly.

On Friday and Saturday, Amir Abdollahian 
met with the foreign ministers of Austria, 
Sweden, Belgium, the Netherlands, Jordan, 
Brazil, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, 
Eritrea, Armenia, Uganda, Sri Lanka, 
Nicaragua, Venezuela, Iraq, and Syria, and 
Peter Maurer, President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross

The top diplomat also gave an interview to 
Iranian journalists present in New York in the 
middle of his busy schedule and announced 
the message sent by the Americans in 
recent days to revive to the 2015 nuclear 
agreement, officially called the JCPOA.

According to the foreign minister, the 
Americans have said that they have the 
will and the necessary goodwill to reach an 
agreement on the JCPOA.

Amir Abdollahian also said that Tehran 
has informed the Americans that they have 
to show their determination and goodwill in 
practice to reach an agreement.

“Even in the recent days the American 
side declared to us that they have the 

necessary will and goodwill for reaching an 
agreement, and we told them to show their 
determination and goodwill in a realistic 
way and prove that we can reach the point of 
an agreement,” Amir Abdollahian told IRNA 
and IRIB correspondents in New York.

FM says Iran continues path of diplomacy 

In a meeting with Syrian Foreign Minister 
Faisal Mekad, Amir Abdollahian stated that 
messages are being exchanged between 
the United States and Iran through some 
foreign ministers and coordinators from the 
European Union.

“Iran pursues the path of diplomacy by 
adopting a logical approach and insists 
on a stable agreement that guarantees its 
economic benefits,” he noted.

UAE FM wishes to visit Iran soon

UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, who held talks with Amir 
Abdollahian on Saturday, expressed hope to 
visit Iran in the near future.

Amir Abdollahian and bin Zayed also held 
talks over the Ukraine conflict and political 
initiatives in the Persian Gulf region.

Bin Zayed also said his country is ready 
to develop economic and commercial ties 
with Iran. He also called for holding the 
session of the council of traders.  The UAE’s 
chief diplomat also invited Iranian teams to 
participate in the conference of renewable 
energies that will be held by Abu Dhabi.

Amir Abdollahian also announced Tehran 
is ready to host the supreme committee for 
joint cooperation.

Iran’s senior diplomat also informed 
his UAE counterpart about the latest 

developments surrounding the Vienna talks 
intended to lift sanction on Iran by restoring 
the JCPOA.

UAE Ambassador Saif Al Zaabi, who 
has resumed his diplomatic activities in 
Iran after a six-year gap, met with Amir 
Abdollahian on September 13.

Fuad Hussein says Iraq ready to host 
new round of Iran-Saudi talks 

Amir Abdollahian had a relatively long 
meeting with his Iraqi counterpart, Fuad 
Hussein, at his place of residence, in which 
he called peaceful protest the right of every 
nation. 

Nevertheless, he strongly criticized the 
interventionist approach of the United 
States in the affairs of Iran and the 
region, including provoking violent acts 
by protestors who are abusing the pure 
feelings of the people to create insecurity 
inside the Islamic Republic.

This is in clear conflict with the repeated 
diplomatic messages of the White House to 
Iran, he noted.

For his part, Hussein pointed to the 
positive progress in the talks between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia and announced his 
country’s readiness to hold a new round of 
talks in Baghdad.

“Iraq continues its efforts in this regard 
and invites Iran and Saudi Arabia to return 
to normal relations and reopen embassies,” 
the Iraqi foreign minister reiterated.

Iran’s foreign minister is still in New York. 
In addition to attending meetings, he holds 
intensive meetings with his counterparts 
from other countries.

TEHRAN— Mohammad 
Eslami, director of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran 
(AEOI) who was in Vienna 
to attend the International 
Atomic Energy Agency’s 
General Conference met with 
IAEA Director General Rafael 
Grossi late on Monday.

No details of the meeting 
have been published so far.

Nevertheless, after meeting 
Eslami, Grossi tweeted, 
“Dialogue has restarted 
with #Iran on clarification 
of outstanding safeguards 
issues. I received Mohammad 
Eslami, Vice-President and 
Head of the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran, during @
IAEAorg’s #IAEAGC.”

The IAEA director general 
has repeatedly recounted the 
allegations about what he 
has called nuclear activities in 
undeclared sites in Iran. 

The claim was first made by 
former Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and 
was subsequently fueled by 
Western media as well as the 
E3 (France, UK, and Germany) 
negotiators.

In this regard, Eslami 
rejected all the accusations 
against Iran.

Addressing the annual 
IAEA conference on Monday, 
Eslami insisted on the need 
for an impartial verification of 

Iran’s nuclear program by the 
Vienna-based UN body.

Eslami said, “We expect for 
the sake of its reputation the 
Agency does not allow certain 
elements raise again old 
accusations under different 
pretexts which were closed in 
2015.”

In 2015 Iran, the five 
permanent members of the 
UN Security Council (the 
U.S., France, Britain, Russia 
and China), Germany and the 
European Union signed the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA) on Iran’s 
nuclear program according 
to which Iran agreed to put 
limits on its nuclear activities 
in exchange for termination 
of economic and financial 
sanctions. However, the U.S. 
withdrew from the JCPOA in 
May 2018 and returned the 
sanctions that had been lifted 
under the agreement.

The AEOI chief insisted there 
is no undeclared nuclear site in 
Iran.

“There is no undeclared 
nuclear activity or material 
in Iran and all allegations 
are based on forged and 
incorrect information by the 
usurper regime of Israel. The 
Islamic Republic of Iran truly 
expects the Agency conduct 
its reporting, monitoring 
and verification in a more 
professional, impartial and 
independent manner,” Eslami 
pointed out.

He added, “We believe the 
Agency must avoid relying 
on unfounded information 
obtained through unreliable 
sources. Therefore, the Agency 
is expected to maintain its 
independence, impartiality and 
professionalism.”

The top nuclear official 
also said his country has 
always backed the NPT and 

an impartial verification of 
Safeguards Agreements.

“Iran has always supported 
complete and impartial 
implementation of the [nuclear] 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) and the Safeguards 
Agreements, and its track 
records in cooperation with the 
Agency are impeccable,” Eslami 
asserted.

Elsewhere in his address, 
Eslami said Iran has always 
been ready for negotiations 
and constructive interaction, 
emphasizing that Tehran 
would roll back its current 
remedial nuclear measures, 
including those related to 
surveillance equipment beyond 
the Comprehensive Safeguards 
Agreement and a robust 
verification system, only if 
illegal sanctions are removed 
and no baseless accusations 
are leveled against the 
country’s peaceful nuclear 
program.

Eslami went on to say 
that based on a strategic 
comprehensive document, 
approved at the national level, 
the AEOI is tasked to produce 
20 percent of the country’s 
electricity consumption from 
nuclear energy. He said this is 
in line with efforts to saying 
goodbye to CO2 emissions 
by 2050, something which 
has been insisted on by IAEA 
director general Rafael Grossi.

From page 1  Demonstrators chanted 
slogans against rioters, the U.S., Israel 
and Mujahedin-e-Khalq Organization 
(MKO), an anti-Iran terrorist group, that 
along with others have been trying to 
inflame riots.

Also, they renewed their unwavering 
support for police force and measures 
taken by them to restore calm across the 
country following days of violent riots, 
Press TV reported.

The people offered flowers to police 
personnel, who have been the main 
target of violent protestors, along the 
path of demonstration.

The demonstrators also held a funeral 
procession for a member of Basij force 
who was martyred by rioters in Tehran 
while trying to restore security to the 
capital.

At the end, the participants issued a 
statement calling on all relevant officials 
to take necessary measures to identify 
and punish those rioters who insulted 
sanctities and damaged public property.

They also asked for the punishment of 
those who launch false information and 
spread rumors on various social media 
platforms to provoke the people.

Addressing the demonstrators at 
Revolution Square, Tehran Friday prayer 
leader Ali Akbari said Iran holds arrogant 
countries responsible for all these 
vicious acts. He also vowed that Iran will 
take avenge of those behind these acts.

He added anti-revolutionary elements, 
including those allied to MKO, will be 
severely punished by the Judiciary.

“We will take avenge from blind-
hearted monafeqin and terrorists.”

Monafeqin, meaning hypocrites, refers 
to members of the MKO.

Elsewhere in his speech, he said there 
is a difference between “excited youth” 

from “criminal rioters” in the protests in 
certain cities and towns.

Earlier in the day millions of people 
took to the streets in other cities to 
condemn riot acts over the past few 
days.

People took the streets in many cities 
and towns, including Mashhad, Qazvin, 
Isfahan, Hamedan Yasuj, to show their 
unity and outrage over the recent acts of 
sabotage by rioters.

Interestingly, Persian-language media 
owned by the Royal dynasty of the United 
Kingdom, namely the BBC Persian, goes 
as far as to reporting the burning of 
“one” trash can in Mashhad, but decides 
to censor the massive rally held in 
various cities condemning violent acts 
fueled by Western mainstream media. 

Protests broke out in several cities 
over the September 16 death of Mahsa 
Amini, a 22-year-old girl who died at the 
hospital three days after collapsing at a 
police station in Tehran, where she and a 
group of others were receiving training 
on dress code rules.

Despite Iranian officials’ clarification 
on the circumstances surrounding 
Amini’s death, violent street protests 
have led to attacks on security officers 
and acts of vandalism against public 
property and sanctities.

Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi, who 
has been tasked by the president to 
investigate the issues surrounding the 
Amini case, has said forensic medicine 
shows that she had not been beaten 
by police. Vahidi has said rumors that 
a blow to Amini’s head was the cause 
of the death is a pure disinformation 
campaign by ill-wishers.

TEHRAN- Iran’s foreign minister says 
the Islamic Republic is willing to work 
with the UN nuclear watchdog to resolve 
the remaining doubts about its nuclear 
activity as long as the Agency’s approach 
to the nation is strictly technical.

The comments were made by Hossein 
Amir Abdollahian in a special interview 
with the al-Monitor news website, which 
was released on Monday.

Rafael Grossi, the director general 
of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), has urged Iran to provide 
an explanation for what he believes 
are “traces of uranium” discovered at 
locations “that were never reported as 
nuclear-related sites” by the Islamic 
Republic.

The Islamic Republic dismisses the 
reported worries, pointing out that its 
nuclear energy program has undergone 
the broadest inspections regime in the 
Agency’s history.

The IAEA “has to behave and act 
technically” rather than politically, Amir 
Abdollahian stated in his interview, 
adding that “these seeming unfounded 
claims against Iran, that have been put on 
the agenda of the Agency (IAEA) need to 
be eliminated first.”

The senior diplomat said, “So, if the 
Agency chooses to, instead, focus on just 
the technical concerns, then we will surely 
attempt to strengthen and add to our 
collaboration.”

He made reference to a procedure 
that was comparable in 2015, when the 
IAEA concluded its investigation into the 
purported previous military dimensions 
(PMD) of Iran’s nuclear program 
with a decision that permitted the 
implementation of the nuclear agreement 
between Iran and the P5+1 countries.

He stated that “political will needs to 
exist to close the case of these claims,” 
just like in 2015.

When asked why Iran hasn’t engaged 

in direct negotiations with the United 
States to resolve the unresolved concerns 
surrounding the 2015 agreement, known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), Amir Abdollahian said Americans 
did convey a message to the Iranian side 
requesting, “Let’s talk directly,” last week 
in New York.

Iran’s foreign minister stated, “We are 
not afraid to have direct talks with the 
United States, but we should feel that it 
will be a game changer, that there will 
be some kind of gain for us,” adding, “If 
the Americans are serious, and they are 
willing to show their willingness and 
desire to get back to the JCPOA, these 
indirect messages will suffice.”

When asked if Iran would accept 
additional rounds of indirect negotiations 
with the U.S. organized by the EU in the 
absence of direct talks, Amir Abdollahian 
said that he did not necessarily see a 
cause to do so.

“However, if the American side believes 
that the coordinators—I mean, EU 
foreign policy leader, Josep Borrell, and 
the EU—need to have another round of 
negotiations, we won’t object.”

Iran views the charges leveled against 
it as the product of external pressures 
on the IAEA, particularly from Israel, who 
provide the Agency with false information 
about the nation’s nuclear program.

Iran’s ambassador to international 
organizations in Vienna, Mohsen Naziri, 
stated earlier in the month that the 
Islamic Republic’s approach to the IAEA 
has always been based on collaboration 
and dialogue.

In relation to the Islamic Republic, 
the IAEA was also required to “perform 
its inherent obligation” and maintain 
its professionalism, impartiality, and 
independence, he continued. Naziri 
said that despite this, the Agency had 
succumbed to “political pressures” from 
beyond.

TEHRAN— A senior Iranian 
parliamentarian has revealed that 
during President Ebrahim Raisi’s 
visit to the annual UN conference 
in New York, presidents of France 
and Switzerland conveyed 
messages from the United States.

According to Vahid Jalalzadeh, 
head of the National Security 
and Foreign Policy Committee 
of the Iranian parliament who 
accompanied Raisi to New York, 
the United States officials had 
expressed their interest to meet 
the Iranian president. 

Speaking to national TV on 
Sunday, Jalalzadeh said, “From the 

beginning of Raisi’s speech at the 
UN General Assembly (on Sept. 21), 
all delegations remained seated 
and only the Zionist regime’s 
delegation, which is always hostile 
to Iran, left the assembly hall.”

Discussing the meeting of the 
Iranian and French presidents, the 
MP noted that Emmanuel Macron 
of France seemed eager to discuss 
the nuclear negotiations during 
his meeting with Raisi and was the 
courier of a couple of messages 
from the United States. 

“But the president insisted that 
once being hurt by the JCPOA was 
enough,” Jalalzadeh said.

According to the 
parliamentarian, Macron raised 
Iran’s human rights issues during 
the meeting, to which Raisi 
responded by raising the issue of 
yellow vests in France.

Swiss president carried U.S. 
message

Elsewhere in the interview, 
Jalalzadeh commented on the 
meetings between the Iranian and 
Swiss presidents, saying that the 
Swiss president carried the U.S. 
message to meet Raisi, but the 
Iranian president responded by 
stating that Iran has not benefited 
from previous bilateral meetings.

“The Americans seek the tactic 
of ‘talks for talks’ while the Iranian 
individuals and entities are being 
sanctioned repeatedly by the U.S.,” 
the legislator concluded. 
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TERHAN – Iran has once again 
reiterated its stance on the need 
to eliminate nuclear weapons, 
underlining that they pose a serious 
threat to humanity.

“I would like to reaffirm the global 
responsibility towards nuclear 
disarmament as a priority while 
paying homage to the victims of 
nuclear weapons at the hands of the 
U.S. twice in 1945,” Reza Najafi, Iran’s 
deputy foreign minister for legal 
and international affairs, said at the 
High-Level Plenary Meeting of the 
UN General Assembly to Promote 
the International Day for the Total 
Elimination of Nuclear-Weapons.

He said, “The threat to humanity 
by nuclear weapons is serious, and 
unfortunately, the possibility of 
their use is high. Relying on nuclear 
deterrence, lowering the threshold, 
its arms race, nuclear sharing and 
the vivid cases of threats to use, the 
existence of almost 13,000 nuclear 
warheads in the arsenals maintained 
and modernized, all prove to be a 
type of iceberg for the magnitude of 
this threat.”

Najafi added, “The US withdrawal 
from the INF spelled an end to the 
commitment to eliminate an entire 
class of nuclear missiles. Similarly, 
its withdrawal from the JCPOA in 
2018 proved it has no respect for 
its international commitments. We 
believe that the extension of the new 
START should be followed by a concrete 
agreement on nuclear disarmament. It 

should be noted with grave concern 
that the US Government, at the global 
level, and the illegitimate entity of the 
Israeli regime, at the regional level, are 
the main hindrances in moving toward 
nuclear disarmament.”

He stated, “Iran is of the view 
that the use of nuclear weapons 
anywhere, in any way and under any 
circumstances is a grave violation of 
international law and a crime against 
humanity. We strongly support the 
NAM proposal to commence in the 
CD a comprehensive convention 
encompassing the entire cycle of 
nuclear weapons. Based on Article VI 
of the NPT, nuclear disarmament is the 
legal, political and moral obligation, 
particularly for Nuclear Weapon 
States. The only guarantee to ensure 
that nuclear weapons will never be 
used again is their total elimination.”

Najafi pointed out, “Unfortunately, 
the failure of the 10th NPT Review 
Conference and the lack of political 
will among NWSs diminished any 
prospect to commence meaningful 
negotiations on nuclear disarmament. 
The so-called nuclear risk reduction 
cannot substitute real disarmament.”

He concluded, “We reiterate our 
call to hold the NWSs accountable and 
compel Israel to dismantle its nuclear 
arsenal, promptly accede to the NPT 
as a non-nuclear-weapon party 
without any preconditions and place 
all of its nuclear facilities under the 
IAEA’s full-scope safeguards. This will 
pave the way for the establishment 
of a WMDs Free Zone in the Middle 
East. Iran’s commitment and 
contribution to nuclear disarmament 
remain steadfast. We appreciate the 
statement of the UN Secretary General 
and align ourselves with the NAM 

statement to be made by Azerbaijan.”
In August, reiterated its 

opposition to nuclear weapons, 
describing their existence as the 
greatest threat to humanity that 
has only intensified after the recent 
developments in Europe.

Asadollah Eshragh Jahromi, 
director general for International 
Peace and Security at the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry, made the remarks 
in a statement on Sunday to the Tenth 
NPT Review Conference in New York.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is of 
the firm belief that the continued 
existence of nuclear weapons poses 
the greatest threat to humanity that 
due to the recent developments in 
Europe, has even intensified. The 
outcome of this Conference should 
reflect our deep concern about any 
use or threat to use nuclear weapons 
and declare that any use of such 
weapons is a crime against humanity 
and a violation of international law,” 
Eshragh Jahromi said.

He added, “In 1996, the ICJ affirmed 
that nuclear-weapon States have 
an explicit obligation and special 
responsibility for achieving nuclear 
disarmament. To fulfill the mandate 
of this Committee, and to evaluate 
the implementation of article VI, it is 
necessary to examine whether the 
actions and policies of the nuclear-
weapon States since 2010 have 
demonstrated a commitment to 
and compliance with the objective of 
article VI of the Treaty.”

Iran futsal looking 
for 13th title in Asia
TEHRAN – Iran national futsal team are ready 

to start the 2022 AFC Futsal Asian Cup when the 
Persians meet Indonesia in their opening match 
on Wednesday.

Team Melli have won 12 titles out of 15 editions 
so far.

Vahid Shamsaei’s team are drown in Group 
C along with Lebanon, Indonesia and Chinese 
Taipei.

Iran will meet Chinese Taipei and Lebanon on 
Sept. 30 and Oct. 2, respectively.

Hossein Tayebi, who currently plays in Spanish 
club Palms, will be a key man in the team. The 
Iranian fans hope the 33-year-old reproduces 
his 2018 performance, where he scored 14 goals 
to earn the top scorer award. 

“We will participate in the competition with a 
young team and I am sure they will make splash 
in Kuwait,” Shamsaei said.

“The young players can follow in the footsteps 
of the former stars. They are fully prepared for 
the competition,” he added.

The competition will be held in Kuwait from 
Sept. 27 to Oct. 8.

Seven women 
weightlifters 
to represent 
Iran at Asian 
Championships
TEHRAN – Iran will send seven women 

weightlifters to the 2022 Asian Weightlifting 
Championships.

The competition will be held in Manama, 
Bahrain from October 6 to 16.

Iranian women weightlifters have progressed 
in recent years.

Members of the Iranian weightlifting team 
are:

59kg: Poupak Basami
64kg: Fatemeh Keshavarz
71kg: Forough Younesi, Elahe Razzaghi
76kg: Abrisham Arjmandkhah
81kg: Elham Hosseini
+87kg: Fatemeh Yousefi

Seraj named Sanat 
Naft coach 
TEHRAN – Former Sanat Naft striker Behnam 

Seraj has taken charge of the team in Iran 
Professional League (IPL).

The 51-year-old coach replaced Reza Parkas, 
who was sacked following poor results in the 
league.

Sanat Naft sit 15th in the 16-team table with 
four points out of six matches.

Sanat Naft are scheduled to meet Mes 
Rafsanjan on Oct. 2.

Iranians win six 
medals at  
Karate 1 Series A
TEHRAN – Iranian karate athletes claimed six 

medals in the Karate 1 Series A Kocaeli 2022.
A total of 1065 athletes from 75 countries 

participated in the organization that lasted for 
three days at Martyr Police Recep Topalo?lu Sports 
Hall in Izmit by the World Karate Federation.

Mahmoud Nemati defeated Turkey’s Arslan Omer 
Faruk in the men’s kumite in the 84kg final match.

Mehdi Khodabakhshi also won Iran’s second 
gold by beating Arslan Hasan of Turkey in the 
men’s kumite 84kg.

Iran’s Ali Meskini lost to Turkey’s Ozdemir 
Burak in the men’s kumite 60kg and took a silver.

Mohammad Reza Gilanpour (men’s kumite 
84kg), Mortez Nemati (men’s kumite 67kg) and 
Mahsa Afsaneh (women kata) also collected 
three bronze medals.

Zahra Nemati 
attends IPC 
Athletes’ Council 
meeting
TEHRAN – Iranian Para archer Zahra 

Nemati attended the International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC) Athletes’ Council at the IPC 
headquarters in Bonn, Germany.

Classification Code Review, anti-doping 
regulations and athletes with high support 
needs were among the topics discussed in the 
meeting.

“The main idea that was discussed in these 
meetings was the inclusion of athletes,” Nemati 
said.

“Athletes’ inclusion and integrity were 
subjects that we pointed out and worked 
on. In the Paralympic Movement, athletes 
are at the center of the Movement and the 
Movement really cares about athletes when 
you look at the main goals of the mission of 
the IPC as well.

“You see that athletes are everywhere. 
Athletes are the heart of the Movement,” she 
concluded.

The next in-person Athletes’ Council meeting 
is set to be held in six months.

Tayebi among 
players set to 
shine in AFC Futsal 
Asian Cup
TEHRAN – Iran’s Hossein Tayebi is among the 

16 players who can shine in the 2022 AFC Futsal 
Asian Cup.

The competition returns after a hiatus of 
four years with Kuwait 2022 promising thrilling 
action as Asia’s top 16 sides challenge for the 
title at the Saad Al Abdullah Hall.

All eyes will be on Hossein Tayebi to 
shine in Kuwait 2022, with Iran fans hoping 
the 33-year-old reproduces his 2018 
performance, where he scored 14 goals to 
earn the top scorer award. Tayebi scored five 
goals in the Central & South Zone Qualifiers, 
the-afc.com reported.

Iran have been drawn in Group C along with 
Lebanon, Chinese Taipei and Indonesia.

Iran will open the campaign with a match 
against Indonesia on Wednesday and meet 
Chinese Taipei and Lebanon on Sept. 30 and Oct. 
2, respectively.

Iran football to 
return to Tehran on 
Thursday
TEHRAN  – Iran national men’s football team 

will return to Tehran on Thursday.
Team Melli defeated Uruguay 1-0 in a friendly 

match in Austria on Friday and will meet Senegal 
in its second warmup on Tuesday.

The members of Iranian football team who 
play in Iran league will return to the country on 
Thursday.

Team Melli prepare for the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup, where the Persians are drawn along with 
England, the US and Wales.

Mohammad 
Mousavi joins Nian 
Electronic
TEHRAN – Iran international middle blocker 

Mohammad Mousavi joined Iranian club Nian 
Electronic.

The 35-year-old player was a member of 
Turkish giant Fenerbahçe last season.

Mousavi withdrew from Iran national 
volleyball team in August in protest to Iran 
volleyball federation’s poor facilities.

He had been linked with several teams in 
Iran but opted to join the Mashhad-based 
volleyball team.
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IRAN IN FOCUSNukes pose serious threat 
to humanity: Iran

TEHRAN – After months of 
diplomatic inertia, dialogue between 
Iran and the UN nuclear watchdog 
resumed this week in a development 
that could remove a major hurdle 
standing in the way of making a deal 
in Vienna.

Head of the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Mohammad 
Eslami arrived in Vienna on Sunday to 
participate in the International Atomic 
Energy Agency General Conference of 
2022. Eslami met with IAEA Director-
General Rafael Grossi on the next day 
to discuss the state of play between 
Iran and the Agency. 

After the meeting, Grossi 
announced the resumption of dialogue 
with Iran on a set of issues that have 
stymied the conclusion of the Vienna 
talks over reviving the 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal, officially known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA). “Dialogue has restarted with 

#Iran on clarification of outstanding 
safeguards issues,” the IAEA chief said 
on Twitter. 

The IAEA and Iran have been at 
loggerheads over the last year due 
to a safeguards probe initiated by 
the UN nuclear watchdog. The probe 
is centered around allegations 
stemming from Israel, a fierce 
opponent of the JCPOA. Israel has 
presented the IAEA with “information” 
that is claimed to have been stolen 
from Iran. Based on this information, 
the IAEA insisted on visiting a number 
of sites inside Iran. After visiting these 
sites, the IAEA claimed that it found 
nuclear material.

Iran fully cooperated with the IAEA in 
this regard. But the IAEA still demands 
more cooperation, something that 
Iran considers unacceptable because 
the IAEA requests in this regard are all 
built on Israeli allegations.

In a speech delivered at the 

IAEA gathering, Eslami said the 
information submitted to the IAEA 
by Israel is incorrect. He strongly 
rejected all accusations, including 
those by the UN nuclear watchdog, 
about the existence of undeclared 
nuclear activities or material in Iran, 
saying they were merely based on 
“fake” and “incorrect” information 
provided by the “usurping regime of 
Israel,” according to Press TV.

“There are no undeclared nuclear 
activities or material in Iran. All 
accusations are merely based on fake 
and incorrect information provided by 
the usurping regime of Israel,” he said.

Eslami then said the Islamic 
Republic expects the IAEA to 
be professional, impartial and 
independent in its activities, including 
reporting, inspections and verification.

In addition, the differences between 
Iran and the IAEA have been one 
of the obstacles to concluding the 

Vienna talks. Iran said the IAEA probe 
is politically motivated and is not 
technical. Therefore, if it is to continue, 
a revived JCPOA will falter again. 

With Iran and the IAEA resuming 
dialogue anew, another opportunity is 
gathering steam to break the ice on the 
Vienna talks. This comes amid a clear 
American willingness to postpone the 
Vienna talks until after the U.S. mid-
term elections due in November. 

The resumption of dialogue 
between Iran and the IAEA presents 
the West with yet another opportunity 
to deliver on their promises regarding 
the resuscitation of the JCPOA. So 
far, Iran has sought to present many 
initiatives to push the talks forward. 
The resumption of dialogue with the 
IAEA is one such initiative. Whether 
the West would seize this opportunity 
remains to be seen. But this may be 
the last window that’s still open for 
reviving the JCPOA. 

Iran, UN nuclear watchdog restart dialogue

TEHRAN – Iran has called for the lifting of 
unilateral sanctions against Syria and underlined 
the need for carrying out recovery projects that 
help restore basic services to Syrian people. 

Zahra Ershadi, Iran’s deputy ambassador to 
the UN, said Iran supports the implementation 
of UN Resolution 2642 on Syria, which focuses on 
humanitarian assistance. 

She made the remarks in the first meeting of the 
Informal Interactive Dialogue on Syria which was 
initiated based on UN Security Council Resolution 
2642. The meeting was convened by France 
and was attended by Martin Griffiths, Under-
Secretary-General for humanitarian affairs.

“The adoption of Resolution 2642 (2022) was 
a significant step toward addressing Syria’s 
critical needs. The resolution, which focuses on 
humanitarian assistance, specifically calls for 
early recovery projects and emphasizes the critical 
importance of expanding cross-line delivery 
throughout Syria, along with cross-border 
operations,” Ershadi said.

She added, “The resolution calls for an Informal 
Interactive Dialogue in order to review and 
monitor the resolution’s effective implementation 
on a regular basis, particularly the commitments 
to early recovery projects. We trust that IID will 
be able to serve as an appropriate mechanism for 
the Council to monitor how the resolution is being 
implemented fairly and effectively.”

 Ershadi continued, “Given the severity of the 
situation in Syria and the ongoing economic 
difficulties that have affected people across 
the country, we call for the implementation 
of the resolution in a balanced and efficient 
manner, including early recovery projects such 
as water systems, and electricity which are 
critical to restoring access to basic services. 

We urge all parties to carefully adhere to 
the basic principles governing humanitarian 
assistance, as well as to ensure neutrality and 
transparency. Syria’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity must be also fully respected.”

She stated, “We reiterate our call for the lifting 
of unilateral sanctions against Syria because they 
are preventing the resolution’s implementation, 
making it more difficult to deliver humanitarian 
aid, and even delaying the return of refugees and 
internally displaced people. We are hoped that 
political circumstances will not prevent or impair 
the efficient implementation of the resolution.”

The deputy ambassador concluded, “while we 
commend and support the UN’s and the donors’ 
efforts to aid Syria, we expected the Secretariat to 
provide, in line with paragraph 5 of the resolution, 
detailed and clear information on early recovery 
projects in terms of their number, nature, and 
geographic distribution.”

This is the second Iranian statement about 
Syria in the UN in less than a month. Earlier in mid-
September, Amir Saeid Iravani, Iran’s ambassador 
to the UN, told a UN Security Council meeting on 
Syria that there is no military solution to Syria. “The 
crisis must be resolved peacefully, in accordance 
with the UN Charter and international law, as well 
as with full respect for the independence, national 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity of the Syrian 
Arab Republic. Ending the occupation and ongoing 
violations of the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Syria is essential for such a solution 
and political process. The fight against terrorism 
must not be used to undermine the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Syria,” he said. 

Iravani noted, “The illegal presence of foreign 
forces in parts of Syria, which has created ideal 
conditions for terrorist activities, must be ended. 

Recent military airstrikes in the northeast of 
Syria by illegal foreign forces cannot be justified 
under Article 51 of the Charter or by an arbitrary 
interpretation of self-defense. These attacks 
constitute a flagrant violation of international 
law and the United Nations Charter. The free 
movement of terrorist organizations within Syrian 
territory, where foreign forces are illegally present, 
endangers regional and international peace and 
security. We strongly condemn the repeated aerial 
military aggression and violations of the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of the Syrian Arab 
Republic by the Israeli regime.”

He added, “The ongoing Israeli regime’s 
attacks, particularly the systematic and deliberate 
targeting of civilians and critical infrastructure in 
Syria, including the most recent attack on Aleppo 
International Airport on August 31, are a flagrant 
violation of international humanitarian law and 
constitute an act of aggression and a war crime. 
We call on the Security Council to hold this regime 
accountable for such violations and atrocities, 
which threaten regional and international peace 
and security.”

Iravani continued, “Regarding the political 
process, we support calling the next Constitutional 
Committee meeting as the committee’s ongoing 
work is critical to reaching a political solution. We 
maintain our contact with the Syrian government, 
the UN Special Envoy, and our Astana Format 
partners in order to hold the next meeting of the 
Committee, and we support the Special Envoy’s 
efforts in this regard. We also emphasize once 
again that the Committee must work in strict 
accordance with its Terms of Reference and Rules 
of Procedure, free of outside influence or pressure, 
and without the imposition of artificial deadlines. 
This must be a truly Syrian-led and Syrian-owned 
effort, with the UN’s role limited to facilitation.” 

Iran urges lifting of unilateral sanctions on Syria 



TEHRAN – Head of Iran’s Trade 
Promotion Organization (TPO) 
Alireza Peyman-Pak has said 
Tehran is ready to host the 10th 
Iran-Thailand Joint Economic 
Committee meeting and the TPO 
is waiting for the Thai side to set 
the date, the TPO portal reported 
on Monday.

Speaking at a meeting with 
Worawoot Pongprapapant, 
Thailand’s ambassador to Tehran, 
Peyman-Pak said: “The [joint 
economic committee] meeting 
can resolve many economic 
issues between the two 
countries and contribute to the 
development of trade relations 
between the two sides.”

The official noted that the 
exchange of business delegations 
and forming a working group to 
follow up on issues related to the 
development of trade between 
the two countries should also be 
put on the agenda.

The official suggested that the 
Thai side takes the necessary 
measures for the participation 
of capable Iranian companies 

in Thailand’s international 
exhibitions, as well.

“During such exhibitions, 
specialized working groups will 
be held between the companies 
and businessmen present at 
the event and it will help the 
interaction and communication 
of the delegations and economic 
companies of the two countries,” 
he said.

Regarding the banking and 

logistics issues between the two 
countries, he stated: “Benefiting 
from methods [of trade] that are 
not affected by sanctions, Iran 
has been able to develop positive 
economic ties with its partners. 
Using such methods, we have 
made good communication 
and trade exchanges with our 
neighbors and some European 
countries.”

Pointing out that one 

of the suitable paths for 
facilitating financial exchanges 
is the connection of Export 
Guarantee Fund of Iran (EGFI) 
with corresponding funds 
and insurances in target 
countries, Peyman-Pak added: 
“Considering that the mentioned 
fund is not sanctioned, under 
cooperation agreements with 
insurances and corresponding 
funds in other countries, it 
can ensure trade exchanges 
between Iranian businessmen 
and companies and their 
counterparts in target markets 
to reduces investment risk.”

Peyman-Pak also expressed 
Iran’s readiness for developing 
preferential trade with other 
countries and said: “To this 
end, a delegation from Iran is 
going to visit Indonesia in the 
near future. Certainly, if the 
same approach is followed 
by Thailand, economic 
cooperation between the two 
countries can also be carried 
out based on this business 
model.”

TEHRAN – Production of crude steel in 
Iran rose 9.9 percent in the first five months 
of the current Iranian calendar year (March 
21-August 22), as compared to the same 
period of time in the past year, according to 
the data released by Industry, Mining and 
Trade Ministry.

The ministry’s data put the country’s five-
month crude steel production at 11.9 million 
tons.

Also, the latest report released by the 
World Steel Association (WSA) shows that 
Iran’s crude steel output has increased 64.7 
percent in August 2022 from August 2021.

Based on the WSA data, Iran produced 
about 2.1 tons of crude steel in the mentioned 
month.

The Islamic Republic produced 19.5 million 
tons of steel in the first eight months of 2022 
to register a 7.8 percent growth compared to 
the same period in the previous year.

Iran has maintained its place as the world’s 
10th biggest steel producer during January-
August 2022, according to the World Steel 

Association.

The Iranian Steel industry has been 
constantly developing over the past years 
against all the pressures and obstacles 
created by outside forces like the U.S. 
sanctions and the coronavirus outbreak that 
has severely affected the performance of the 
world’s top producers.

The country is expected to climb to seventh 
place among the world’s top steel producers 
by the Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 
2025).

TEHRAN – The head of National 
Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) said 
that gas supply to the country’s 
major industrial units, including 

steel, cement and petrochemicals, 
has increased by 13 percent in the 
first five months of this year (March 
21-August 22) compared to the same 

period last year.

Referring to the increase in the 
volume of gas supplied to industries 
in the current Iranian calendar year, 

Majid Chegeni said: “In the first five 
months of this year, major industries 
of the country received 145 million 
cubic meters of gas on a daily basis.”

TEHRAN- During the past Iranian calendar 
week (ended on Friday), 3.023 million tons 
of commodities worth $765 million were 
traded at Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME).

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations 
and International Affairs Department, 
the exchange traded on its metals and 
minerals trading floor 2.751 million tons 
of commodities valued at almost $608 
million.

Commodities sold on this floor included 
1,029,246 tons of cement, 836,000 tons of 
iron ore, 725,274 tons of steel, 140,000 tons 
of sponge iron, 21,835 tons of zinc, 11,775 
tons of aluminum, 6,500 tons of copper, 190 
tons of molybdenum concentrate, 33 tons 
of precious metals concentrate, 40 kg of 
gold bars and 164 Dignity SUV automobiles.

Furthermore, the IME saw on both 
domestic and export pits of its oil and 
petrochemical trading floor 245,323 tons 
of commodities worth nearly $147 million.

The IME’s customers purchased on this 
floor 92,606 tons of polymeric products, 
33,280 tons of vacuum bottom, 19,000 
tons of lube cut, 26,996 tons of chemicals, 
8,400 tons of sulfur, 5,406 tons of base oil, 
240 tons of insulation and 65,058 tons of 
bitumen.

Last but not least was the IME’s side 
market with 27,035 tons of commodities 
traded on it.

The value of trades at Iran Mercantile 
Exchange rose 102 percent, and the volume 
of trades at the exchange increased 128 
percent in the past Iranian calendar year 
1400 (ended on March 20), which was the 
highest level of growth in the history of the 
exchange since its establishment.

Statistical data show that in the past year, 
in addition to new records in the volume 
and value of trades of different products, 
10 major records in total value and physical 
market trades were registered. In a way 
that besides the total value of trades, the 
volume and value of physical market trades, 
the volume, and value of industrial products 
and petrochemicals trades, the value of oil 
products trades and the volume and value of 
side market trades all hit records.

IME is one of the four major stock 
markets of Iran, the other three markets 
are Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s 
over-the-counter (OTC) market known also 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), and Iran Energy 
Exchange (IRENEX).

TEHRAN – Head of Iran’s Securities 
and Exchange Organization (SEO) Majid 
Eshqi, in a letter to First Vice President 
Mohammad Mokhber, has outlined eight 
major challenges that the Iranian stock 
market is currently facing, Tasnim news 
agency reported on Monday.

According to Eshqi, increasing interest 
rates which has resulted in the withdrawal 
of liquidity from the capital market, 
decreasing the profit margin of companies 
due to the increase in the prices of feed 
and energy carriers, dictated pricing of 
products, carrying out the transactions 
of National Iranian Oil Refining and 
Distribution Company (NIORDC) at the 
energy exchange, fluctuation in forex 
rate, transfer of shares in major auto 
companies, making decisions for export-
oriented companies without considering 
macroeconomic consequences and cutting 
electricity in summer and gas shortage in 
winter are the major challenges impacting 
the performance of the stock market.

In this letter, Eshqi has also included 
some suggestions for managing 
uncertainties in the stock market.

Stabilizing bank interest rates, removing 
the European hub rate from the pricing 
formula of feed and fuel, eliminating 
dictated pricing, making the financial 
relations between the government and 
economic enterprises more transparent, 
and depositing the remaining resources 
allocated by the National Development 
Fund to the Market Stabilization Fund 
are some of the suggestions made by the 
SEO head for boosting the stock market 
performance.

Stock market analyst Mostafa Safari 
believes that global economic stagnation 
and inflation have negatively affected 
stock markets all around the world 
including the Iranian capital market.

According to Safari, the outlook, 
however, is positive for the next two years 
and the Iranian stock market is expected 
to get back on track and continue its 
upward trend within the next two years.

“It seems that for the next two years, 
we will see an upward trend in the capital 
market; Because some statistics show 
that the market follows a two-year 
pattern; it has been facing two years of 

recession from August 2019 to August 
2022, now it is time for the market to 
experience two years of prosperity,” he 
explained.

The expert said the capital market 
needs political and economic stability 
for growth, which can be achieved by 
restoring the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA).

“We should not expect the economic 
impact of the nuclear deal in the short 
term, and it may take more than a year for 
the positive effects to be manifested in 
the market,” he stressed.

TEHRAN – Iranian Deputy Oil 
Minister for International Affairs 
Ahmad Asadzadeh met with 
Ambassador of Belarus to Tehran 
Dmitry Koltsov on Monday to 

discuss ways of expanding energy 
ties between the two countries, 
Shana reported.

In this meeting, it was 
decided that Vladimir Sizovof, 

deputy head of Belarus state 
oil company Belneftekhim, 
should soon travel to Tehran 
to hold talks with his Iranian 
counterpart.

Vladimir Maki, the Belarusian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, is 
also due to pay a three-day 
visit to Tehran on top of a high-
ranking delegation on October 2.

TEHRAN- As announced by a provincial official, 
4,000 hectares of farmlands in Lorestan province will 
be equipped with modern irrigation systems by the 
end of the current Iranian calendar year (March 20, 
2023).

Emad Shahrokhi, the head of the province’s 
Agriculture Department, said that some good 
successes have been achieved in the agriculture sector 
of the province during the current government’s 
incumbency.

As stated by the project manager of the Agriculture 
Ministry’s smart irrigation systems development 
program, so far 2.6 million hectares of the country’s 
farmlands have been equipped with modern irrigation 
systems.

Fariborz Abbasi has said that completing semi-
finished agriculture projects is the priority of his 
ministry in the current Iranian calendar year, and 
expanding the modern irrigation network across the 
country is of significant importance in this regard.

The deputy agriculture minister noted that the 
project for implementing irrigation networks in 
the west and northwest of the country is about 70 
percent completed and the ministry is pursuing to get 
the necessary funding for the remaining 30 percent.

The official expressed hope that considering the 
budget allocation for the provinces at the beginning 
of the current Iranian year, the ministry would be able 

to develop the project in terms of both quantity and 
quality.

The purpose of implementing the plan of modern 
irrigation systems is to increase the productivity 
and sustainability of water and soil resources in the 
country to ensure the sustainable production of 
agricultural products.

“Over the past three years, each year, an average of 
150,000 hectares of farmlands have been equipped 
with modern irrigation systems, and we have 
witnessed a 300 percent jump”, the official said.

Agriculture Ministry is also taking the necessary 
measures for supporting the domestic manufacturing 
of equipment used in these systems, he added.

Back in September 2021, Abbasi had said that 95 
percent of the equipment used in such systems is 
manufactured inside the country.

The official said the ministry has comprehensive 

plans for indigenizing the knowledge for the 
production of the other five percent as well.

He pointed to the filters and drippers in modern 
irrigation systems as the equipment whose domestic 
production is on the agenda and predicted: “In 
a two- or three-year plan, part of the imported 
equipment and supplies will be produced by domestic 
manufacturers.”

Abbasi mentioned the quality improvement 
of modern irrigation systems as one of the main 
strategies of Agriculture Ministry and said: “We 
believe that along with the quantitative development 
of new irrigation systems, quality improvement 
should also take place to improve productivity and 
ensure food security by increasing water efficiency in 
the best possible way.”

He further underlined educating farmers, officials, 
and managers of companies active in the field of 
production and implementation of new irrigation 
systems as one of the programs that his ministry is 
pursuing in order to improve the quality and optimal 
use of these systems.

Referring to the activity of 2,400 private companies 
in the development of new irrigation systems in the 
agricultural sector, Abbasi said: “The private sector in 
this field includes 350 consulting companies, 1,600 
contractors, 400 manufacturers and suppliers of 
equipment, and a number of monitoring firms.”

From page 1   Oji added that the Islamic Republic 
also signed a memorandum of understanding 
with Russia’s state energy giant Gazprom in July 
for cooperation in the oil and gas industry.

World should support oil producing countries 

On Monday, the Iranian oil minister attended the 
AGGPM meeting in which he called on the world 
to support developing oil-producing countries 
in their efforts for energy transition and moving 
towards using more clean fuels.

“If the current aggressive approach towards oil 
producing countries (including Iran and Venezuela) 
continues and the world does not pay attention 

to the interests of fossil fuel producers in their 
energy transition process, it will undoubtedly face 
a crisis of energy supply in the next decade,” Oji 
said in the meeting.

“Understanding the global needs related to 
reducing carbon emissions, many countries, 
including energy suppliers have taken policies to 
diversify their energy portfolio and reduce carbon 
emissions in production processes, during the 
past few years, But the success of these programs 
depends on active global participation, especially 
in the field of investment and technology,” he 
stressed.

The prerequisite for this action is the acceptance 
of a fair and evolutional energy transition instead 
of aggressive policies to eliminate fossil fuels from 
the global energy portfolio, the official added.

According to Oji, contrary to the expected 
trend in the process of energy transition and the 
reduction of the share of fossil fuels, the forecasts 
show that renewable energies will not be able to 
meet the growing need for global energy, not only 
in the current condition but also in the coming 
decades. 

Fossil fuels’ consumption, especially natural 
gas, will experience a growing trend in the next 
decade, he said.
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ECONOMY Tehran ready to host 10th Iran-Thailand 
Joint Economic Committee meeting 

‘Iran welcomes boosting energy 
ties with friendly nations’

Crude steel output up 9.9% in 5 
months on year

SEO head outlines 8 major challenges facing Iranian stock market

Tehran, Minsk discuss ways of expanding energy ties

4,000 ha of Lorestan farmlands to be equipped with modern irrigation systems by next March

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji (3rd R) addresses 
AGGPM meeting in Tokyo on Monday.

TPO Head Alireza Peyman-Pak (R) and Thailand’s Ambassador to Tehran 
Worawoot Pongprapapant

Gas supply to industrial sector increases 13% 

Commodities worth $765m traded at IME in a week 



UK wages war against the poor
From page 1  Using more than £70 

billion of increased borrowing, Kwarteng 
unveiled the biggest program of tax cuts 
for 50 years, including an end to the 
top rate of income tax for the highest 
earners. 

In a scathing assessment, Resolution 
Foundation said “only the very richest 
households in Britain” will see their 
incomes grow as a result of the tax cuts. 
Next year, the wealthiest 5% will see 
their incomes increase by 2%, while a 
massive 95% of the population will get 
poorer amid unprecedented inflation. 

An economic research group, the 
Institute of Fiscal Studies, also said 
while those with comfortable incomes 
of over £155,000 will benefit from the 
government’s new tax policies, the “vast 
majority of income tax payers paying 
more tax”. 

In other words, the combined package 
of measures announced in the mini-
budget means someone who currently 
makes £1m will make a profit of £55,220 
a year, while someone earning £20,000 
will make just £157. 

Many economic experts have hit out 
at the government, saying it is taking a 
very big financial gamble with the future 
of the country’s finances, something 
that has been reflected by the markets 
and the country’s economy. 

In signs of the UK’s waning economic 
power, experts have forecasted, the 
government measures will involve an 
extra £411 billion of borrowing over the 
next five years. 

It’s perhaps no surprise that in the 
days after the tax cuts plans, the value 
of the pound tumbled to a record low 
against the dollar, at times falling to an 

all-time low of $1.03 amid market fears 
the drop will continue. 

Some experts are forecasting the 
pound to fall below parity with the U.S. 
dollar this year. 

The pound nosediving has triggered 
alarm at the Bank of England, which 
only a few days ago raised interest 
rates, hurting millions of households. 
The central bank has issued a rare 
statement saying it was “monitoring 
developments in financial markets 
very closely in light of the significant 
repricing of financial assets”.

That has triggered market 
speculation that the regulator may be 
forced to intervene and hike interest 
rates again in the next few days, despite 
having just doing so a few days ago. 
Such a move by the central bank will 
bring further despair to millions of 
struggling households already angry at 
the previous interest hike. 

The budget was announced a day 
after the Bank of England warned the 
UK may already be in a recession and 
lifted interest rates to 2.25%. 

The Conservative party tax cuts have 

even sparked surprise criticism from 
popular former English footballer, Gary 
Neville, who says the government’s 
tax cuts for the rich at a time of record 
inflation are “immoral” and “madness”. 

The football legend savaged the plans 
to hand billions to the wealthiest saying 
a change in government “cannot come 
quick enough”. He accused Truss of 
“taking the absolute mickey out of us” by 
helping the well-off as ordinary families 
find it difficult to make ends meet. 

“People are struggling to pay their 
energy bills. I don’t know any person 
on more than £150,000 a year that will 
think it’s the right thing to do to basically 
give us more money,” Neville said. 

“They want better public services, 
better health, education, doctor waiting 
times to come down. It’s immoral to 
think at this moment in time, tax cuts 
should be given to the wealthy when 
people are so nervous and desperate,” 
he said.

 “The reason I’m there is to highlight 
with my voice that it’s just wrong.  They 
have depressed our ambitions to such 
a low. I think we will wake up and look 

back in years to come at this era [of 
Tory government] and think what the 
hell were we doing sitting back and 
not speaking up. And that’s why I’m 
speaking up at this moment.” 

Neville went on to say, “They are that 
cruel this government that even wealthy 
people are bemused. We know this is 
not a time for us to be able to get more 
money.” 

As the rich get richer and the poor 
get poorer, the government has waged 
war on unions in an attempt to make it 
ineffective for workers to stage strike 
action in protest at the rising cost of 
living. 

Kwarteng declared: “We will legislate 
to require unions to put pay offers to 
a member vote to ensure strikes can 
only be called once negotiations have 
genuinely broken down.” 

He also revealed moves to ensure 
minimum service levels during 
transport strikes, obliging unions to 
ensure trains run and to legislate to 
require unions to put any pay offers 
from employers to a vote. 

Among the many furious union 
leaders Mick Lynch, the general 
secretary of the RMT union, said: “We 
already have the most severe anti-
democratic trade union laws in Western 
Europe and this latest threat will rightly 
enrage our members.” 

Public anger against the government 
has been reflected by the latest YouGov 
survey that shows damning results for 
the prime minister. 

When members of the public were 
asked what confidence they had in Truss 
to handle the rising cost of living, 72% 
said they had not much or no confidence.

From page 1   Iran’s cardinal sin goes all the way 
back to the early days of its Revolution in 1979 when 
Iranian students stormed the U.S. Embassy and took 
52 hostages after the Shah was given a visa to enter 
the United States for medical treatment. The Iranian 
government then endorsed the hostage taking and 
as a result became a party to this tragic act—Iran’s 
original sin. The U.S. froze Iran’s external financial 
assets, something that could be clearly justified. 
The U.S. media played up this hostage taking on the 
nightly news for 444 days, sowing the seeds of hatred 
toward Iran. The U.S. then stood by and did nothing, 
maybe even secretly encouraged Saddam Hussein’s 
unprovoked invasion of Iran; and then along with its 
European allies supplied Iraq with internationally 
outlawed chemical weapons that killed and maimed 
Iranians on and off the battlefield during the eight-
year war. Iran was isolated and Iranians suffered, with 
hundreds of thousands casualties and a destroyed 
economy. In the years after the war, U.S. sanctions 
were piled on, most dramatically under President 
Clinton, especially banning major investment in Iran 
and its exports of oil, supported with secondary 
sanctions on any country that defied U.S. sanctions. 
Iran suffered under sanctions, but also in part 
because of its own economic mismanagement under 
the weight of corruption. Then after 9/11, also acting in 
its own self-interest, Iran supported the U.S. invasion 
of Afghanistan with its Afghani ally, Ahmad Shah 
Massoud and the Northern Alliance, and did its best 
to improve relations with the U.S. While there was 
a short respite, matters deteriorated when it was 
alleged that Iran was enriching uranium. So more 
sanctions were piled on. But then with the U.S. war in 
Iraq, shocked by the rapidity of Washington’s success, 
Iran tried to cozy up to the U.S. in its fight against ISIS, 
but later its interests clashed with the United States 
and it supported its Shia allies. The U.S. shot down 
an Iranian airliner under circumstances that were 
murky. Relations again deteriorated. More sanctions, 
especially harsh financial sanctions, were imposed, 
crippling the Iranian economy at the tail end of the 
Bush presidency and the early days of Obama’s term 
in office. 

All along, the pro-Israeli U.S. media played up a one-
sided account of Iranian transgressions and made 
reconciliation ever more difficult.

Sadly there were terrorist attacks around the 
world, with a few attributed to Iran, harming Iran’s 
international relations. All the while the worst terrorist 
attack anywhere occurred on U.S. soil, namely 9/11, 
but Saudi Arabia was spared much criticism and 
was not sanctioned by the United States. Yes, Iran 
is different. It is naked. It has no corporate backers 
with heavy business interests in Iran and no lobbyists 
and political supporters in the United States. Then 
came the Iran nuclear agreement (JCPOA). President 
Obama resisted Israeli and Arab lobbyists and signed 
the agreement with the goal of delaying Iran’s nuclear 
program, especially to prevent refining uranium to 
weapon grade and building nuclear warheads. Iran 
upheld its side of the agreement, but President Trump 
withdrew the United States and the agreement 
collapsed a few months later. President Trump added 

insult to injury by ordering the assassination of Iran’s 
top general, Soleimani. Iran avowed a commensurate 
response. Then President Biden campaigned on 
restoring the JCPOA, something that has been 
stalled because of U.S. political considerations. Biden 
is stalling because Israel objects to rejoining the 
agreement. Israeli and Arab backers in Congress, 
Republicans as well as Democrats, object to moving 
forward as it would be a touchy subject before the 
mid-term elections in November. Yes, Iran has become 
a toxic topic in American politics. Bash everything 
Iranian and withhold the hand of reconciliation. It 
would not be an exaggeration to say that America’s 
regional policy in the Middle East is not American but 
Israeli-American! 

Why? How has this come about? The Jewish lobby in 
the United States has vilified anything and everything 
Iranian. Why? Israel claims that Iran is an existential 
threat. Although Israel’s military equipment is 
supplied by the United States—top-of-the-line jet 
fighters, one of the best air defense systems in the 
world, an arsenal of over 250 nuclear warheads 
and U.S. commitments to come to its defense—and 
it still fears Iran? This is not believable. Moreover, 
given America’s blind support for Israel, Israel does 
whatever it wishes, knowing that America will always 
back it up. It is so bizarre that about a decade ago I 
stated that Iran’s reconciliation with the United States 
is a hostage to Israel. Clearly some Arab governments 
have recently seen the light and developed diplomatic 
relations with Israel although Israel continues to 
illegally occupy Palestinian lands, treats Palestinians 
as second-class citizens in ways that are a blight on 
Israel and all Jews who suffered in the Holocaust. 

Israel has damaged America’s reputation 
worldwide. America is not only alienating hundreds of 
millions of Arabs, but also close to two billion Muslims 
around the world. Not only has Israel mistreated 
Palestinians in ways that are akin to apartheid, but 
the fear of the Jewish lobby has pushed American 
presidents to use the veto at the UN Security Council 
more to support Israel’s illegal occupation and 
mistreatment of Palestinians than for any other 
cause. Israel will not agree to making the region a 
nuclear free zone, something that Arab countries 
and Iran have supported for years. Again, the U.S. 
supports this Israeli policy, a policy that could ignite 
a catastrophic war and result in widespread nuclear 
proliferation. We have given more aid to Israel than to 
any other country. But Israel is a country with a per 
capita GDP that exceeds that of France and all the 
while American children go hungry. Do we pamper 
and follow Israel’s dictates because Israel is such an 
indispensable ally and is always ready to support us? 
No! Israel would not co-sponsor the U.S. Resolution at 
the UN Security Council in 2022 in the face of Russian 
aggression against Ukraine, but later relented at the 
General Assembly. Israel would not agree to supply 
Ukraine with much needed air defense systems. Why? 
Israel wants to preserve its relations with Russia. 
Israel clearly supports the U.S. when it is convenient. 
Today, President Biden is unlikely to revive the JCPOA 
with Iran because Israel is against it. And if Israel is 
against it, its supporters in the US will not support 

Biden’s party in elections.

While most, if not all, that I have said is well known, 
what is less appreciated is that such blind support 
for Israel not only tarnishes America’s standing on 
the world stage, but hurts Israel and Jews around the 
world. Israel’s treatment of Palestinians is condemned 
by much of the world. Simply look at the number 
of UN Security Council resolutions that the U.S. has 
vetoed. Consider America’s acquiescence to Israel’s 
settlement expansion, harassment of Palestinians 
and total embargo of Gaza. While America espouses 
noble values when it comes to human rights and 
international law, all is forgotten when it comes to 
Israel. The world sees this glaring duplicity every day 
and blames American Jews and not just the state of 
Israel.

While the Jewish lobby in the U.S. may have 
engineered over-the-top support for Israel, its most 
worrisome outcome and legacy may be to stoke the 
fire of anti-Semitism here at home and around the 
world. Jews have disproportionate representation 
with the U.S. Senate and House, Federal judges, 
CEOs, Wall Street, academia and other positions of 
power in the U.S., and sadly many use this power to 
stifle any discussion of U.S. support for Israel and to 
reward politicians who blindly support Israeli policies. 
Criticism of the Israeli-Jewish lobby and Israel’s 
treatment of Palestinians can have dire consequences 
for a young professor’s career on most campuses. As 
Americans observe the power of U.S. Jews and the 
harm they do to U.S. national interests, anti-Semitism 
grows, especially at a time of historic domestic 
upheaval, divisions and inequality in the United States. 
Concerned citizens could benefit by reading In the 
Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson.

Finally, what does all this say about future of Iran-
U.S. relations, Israel’s outlook and Iran’s options? 
Today, Iran is Israel’s enemy number one. The Israeli-
Jewish lobby will spare nothing to isolate Iran and 
to starve the country any way it can. Be it through 
U.S. sanctions, terrorism and alliances with terrorist 
organizations such as the MEK. This is becoming 
clearer to the regime in Tehran by the day. No matter 
what concessions they make to the U.S. and whatever 
agreement they reach, they will be torpedoed by 
Israel. The die has been cast. There can be no lasting 
and meaningful agreement between the U.S. and Iran 
unless America acts in its own self-interest and stops 
prioritizing Israeli interests. Iran has little choice but to 
abandon the NPT and to walk away from the JCPOA. It 
will become totally allied with China and Russia, forced 
to develop a few nuclear warheads, defying American 
and Israeli threats. There could be a terrible regional 
war with nuclear proliferation to follow. As for Israel, 
it is approaching an inflection point—will it be a liberal 
democracy or an autocratic Jewish state? 

The only ray of hope for Iran-U.S. relations would 
be the election of a powerful American president 
with strong backing in Congress who would support 
Israel but with “tough” love and engage Iran in a 
grand bargain—settling all points of contention and 
removing all sanctions. How likely is this? Is there 
green cheese on the moon? 

State funeral for 
Abe staged amid 
strong public 
opposition 

 A state funeral for former Prime Minister 
Abe Shinzo was held in Tokyo on Tuesday 
despite strong opposition to the controversial 
ceremony for the country’s longest-serving 
leader, with more than 4,000 mourners 
attending the rare event amid tight security. 

Ahead of the state-funded event, the first 
of its kind for a former premier in 55 years, 
calls for its cancellation had grown.  

Critics say it lacks a legal basis, citing 
Abe’s complicated political legacy for their 
opposition.

California faces 
new questions on 
its power supply 
 California finds itself on edge more than 

ever with a lingering fear: the threat of rolling 
blackouts for years to come. 

According to New York Times, despite 
adding new power plants, building huge 
battery storage systems and restarting some 
shuttered fossil fuel generators over the 
past couple of years, California relies heavily 
on energy from other states — the cavalry 
rushing over a distant hill. 

Sometimes the support does not show up 
when expected or at all. That was the case 
this month, when millions of residents got 
cellphone alerts urging them to cut their 
energy use as the state teetered close to 
blackouts in blazing heat.

Hungary says West 
in favor of Russia-
Ukraine war 

 The West is in favor of the Russia-Ukraine 
war and Hungary is in favor of peace, said 
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban on 
Monday. 

Orban’s remarks came during his address 
in the National Assembly. 

“Today, the West favors war and Hungary 
favors peace. We demand an immediate cease-
fire and peace talks instead of continuing and 

deepening the war,” said Orban. 
He said that the Russia-Ukraine war will 

prolong because the US and the European 
Union support Ukraine with weapons and 
materials, while Russia’s reserves are 
unlimited in terms of both people and 
weapons. 

Orban also criticized the sanctions imposed 
on Russia and claimed that if the sanctions 
were lifted, energy prices would fall by half, 
and thus inflation would decrease by half. 

According to Orban, the sanctions did 
not harm Russia, on the contrary, European 
citizens were adversely affected and Russia 
has earned $158 billion from energy exports 
since the beginning of the war, due to rising 
energy prices.

Death toll from 
Russia school 
shooting rises to 17 
 Death toll from a school shooting in 

western Russia’s Izhevsk city rose to 17, the 
authorities said on Tuesday. 

According to the committee investigating 
the incident, two of 24 wounded died from 
their injuries last night. 

“17 people were killed, including 11 children 
and six adults,” it said in a statement. 

On Monday, a gunman opened fire in 
a school in the Udmurtia region, east of 
Moscow. 

Twenty-four people, including 22 children 
and two teachers, were hospitalized, and 
they were in a serious or extremely serious 
condition, according to the committee. 

The shooter was identified as Artyom 
Kazantsev, a graduate of the same school, 
and he was wearing a black t-shirt with Nazi 
symbols, the committee said.

UN chief calls 
for end to ‘era of 
nuclear blackmail’

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres has renewed his call for the global 
abolition of nuclear weapons as concerns 
grow over Russia’s threat to use them in the 
Ukraine war. 

“Decades after the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
we can hear once again the rattling of nuclear 
sabres,” Guterres told a special UN General 
Assembly session on nuclear disarmament 
on Monday. 

“Let me be clear – the era of nuclear 
blackmail must end,” he said. “The idea that 
any country could fight and win a nuclear 
war is deranged. Any use of a nuclear weapon 
would incite a humanitarian armageddon,” he 
said. 

 He added, “Without eliminating nuclear 
weapons, there can be no peace.” 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin in a 
speech last week made a thinly veiled threat 
to use nuclear weapons following Ukrainian 
forces’ recapture of land Moscow had seized 
in its seven-month invasion.
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TEHRAN – The southern city 
of Shiraz in Fars province will 
be hosting the 12th edition of 
the Pars international tourism 
exhibition in mid-December, the 
provincial tourism chief has said.

Handicraft exhibitors and 
tourism marketers from various 
parts of Iran as well as some 
other countries are planning to 
attend the four-day event, which 
will be inaugurated on December 
14, CHTN quoted Seyyed Moayyed 
Mohsen-Nejad as saying on 
Monday.

The exhibit will turn the 
spotlight on gastronomy tourism, 
nature tourism, religious tourism, 
as well as hospitality and travel 
services, Iranian handicrafts, and 
traditional arts, the official added.

Experts expect Iran to 
achieve a tourism boom after 
the coronavirus is contained, 

believing its impact would be 
temporary and short-lived 
for a country that ranked the 
third fastest-growing tourism 
destination in 2019.

The Islamic Republic expects 
to reap a bonanza from its 
numerous tourist spots such as 
bazaars, museums, mosques, 
bridges, bathhouses, madrasas, 
mausoleums, churches, towers, 
and mansions, of which 26 are 
inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list. Under the 2025 
Tourism Vision Plan, Iran aims to 
increase the number of tourist 
arrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 
to 20 million in 2025.

With 14 entries, Iran ranks first 
globally for the number of cities 
and villages registered by the 
World Crafts Council, as China 
with seven entries, Chile with 
four, and India with three ones 

come next. For instance, Shiraz is 
named a “world city of [diverse] 
handicrafts”, Malayer is a global 
hub for woodcarving and carved-
wood furniture, while Zanjan has 
gained the title of a “world city of 
filigree”.

Celebrated as the heartland 
of Persian culture for over 
2000 years, Shiraz has become 
synonymous with education, 
nightingales, poetry, and 
crafts skills passed down from 
generation to generation. It was 
one of the most important cities 
in the medieval Islamic world and 
was the Iranian capital during the 
Zand dynasty from 1751 to 1794.

Shiraz is home to some of 
the country’s most magnificent 
buildings and sights. Increasingly, 
it draws more and more foreign 
and domestic sightseers flocking 
into this provincial capital.

Eram Garden, Afif-Abad 
Garden, Tomb of Hafez, Tomb of 
Sa’di, Jameh Mosque of Atigh, 
and Persepolis are among the 
historical, cultural, and ancient 
sites of Shiraz that are of interest 
to domestic and foreign tourists.

The UNESCO-registered 
Persepolis, also known as Takht-e 
Jamshid, whose magnificent 
ruins rest at the foot of Kuh-e 
Rahmat (Mountain of Mercy), 
was the ceremonial capital of the 
Achaemenid Empire. It is situated 
60 kilometers northeast of the 
city of Shiraz in Fars Province.

The ancient city is also 
home to some magnificent 
historical gardens such as 
Bagh-e Narenjestan and Eram 
Garden, which are top tourist 
destinations both for domestic 
and international sightseers. 

TEHRAN – Over 700 people have been 
trained as crafters in the northwestern 
Ardabil province during the first half of the 
current Iranian calendar year 1401 (started 
March 21), a local tourism official has said. 

The courses covered various fields such as 
pottery and ceramics, leatherwork, kilim, and 
cutting semi-precious stones, Mohammadreza 
Shayeqi explained on Monday. 

Last December, local officials announced 
that the handicrafts sector has generated 
a total of 670 job opportunities across the 
province during the first nine months of the 
year. 

They also added that 18 high-quality works 
by artisans in the province were awarded the 
National Seal of Excellence, which illustrates 
the expertise and power of the province’s 
artisans in this sector. 

Sprawling on a high, windswept plateau, 
Ardabil is well-known for having lush natural 
beauties, hospitable people, and its silk and 
carpet trade tradition. It is also home to 
the UNESCO-registered Sheikh Safi al-Din 
Khanegah and Shrine Ensemble.

The province is very cold in winter and mild 
in summer, attracting thousands every year. 
The capital city of Ardabil is usually recorded 
as one of the coldest cities in the country in 

winter.

Wide-ranging handicrafts

With 14 entries, Iran ranks first globally 
for the number of cities and villages 
registered by the World Crafts Council, as 
China with seven entries, Chile with four, 
and India with three ones come next. For 
instance, Shiraz is named a “world city of 
[diverse] handicrafts”, Malayer is a global 
hub for woodcarving and carved-wood 
furniture, while Zanjan has gained the title 
of a “world city of filigree”.

In addition, the ancient city of Shiraz 
has been chosen to host the 39th General 
Assembly of the World Crafts Council-
Asia Pacific Region (WCC-APR) in May 
2023. Shiraz has a remarkable amount 
of handicraft pioneers. With an average 
age of 70, some of these pioneers are still 

active at their workshops. The occupational 
records of about 100 pioneers are collected 
and are annually praised by the custodians of 
the WCC General Office.

Available data compiled by the Ministry of 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts 
suggests the value of Iran’s handicrafts 
exports stood at $120 million during the first 
eleven months of the Iranian calendar year 
1399 (March 20, 2020 – February 18, 2021), 
Mehr reported. The country’s handicrafts 
exports slumped during the mentioned 
months in comparison to the same period 
last a year earlier due to the damage the 
coronavirus pandemic has inflicted on global 
trade.

The Islamic Republic exported $427 
million worth of handicrafts during the first 
eleven months of the calendar year 1398. Of 
the figure, some $190 million was earned 
via suitcase trade (allowed for customs-
free and tax-free transfer) through 20 
provinces, according to data compiled by 
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism 
and Handicrafts. Ceramics, pottery vessels, 
handwoven cloths as well as personal 
ornamentations with precious and semi-
precious gemstones are traditionally 
exported to Iraq, Afghanistan, Germany, the 
U.S., the UK, and other countries.

TEHRAN – A flower festival 
dedicated to chrysanthemum 
is scheduled to be held in 
Mahallat, central Markazi 
province, ISNA reported on 
Tuesday.

The festival, from October 
19 to November 6, aims at 
promoting the city as a flower 
center and tourist destination, 
said Mohammadreza Shafiei, 
one of the organizers of the 
exhibit.

Such festivals will also 
contribute to attracting more 
tourists to the region, he 

added.

Chrysanthemums are native 
to East Asia and northeastern 
Europe. Most species originate 
from East Asia and the center of 
diversity is in China. Countless 
horticultural varieties and 
cultivars exist.

In Iran, chrysanthemums 
are associated with the 
Zoroastrian spiritual being 
Ashi Vanghuhi (good blessings, 
rewards), and a female angel 
presiding over blessings.

The oldest and perhaps most 
beautiful evidence of flower 

bouquets in Iran is found in the 
stone carvings of the UNESCO-
registered Persepolis. Over 
2500 years old, the stone 
carvings show Darius I (550 – 
486 BC), holding the scepter 
of authority in one hand and 
a lotus flower with two buds 
in his right hand, a symbol of 
royalty.

Flowers have also thrived in 
the Persian language. Many girls 
are named after flowers: Ra’na 
(Blanket Flowers), Shaghayegh 
(Anemone), Banafsheh (Violet), 
Yaasaman (Jasmine), Niloofar 
(Lotus flower), Nastaran 

(Eglantine), Laleh (Tulip), Narges 
(Daffodil), etc.

Mahallat is famous for 
its large flower gardens. 
Some even call the city the 
‘Holland of Iran’ likening it to 
the Netherlands in terms of 
diversity of flowers.

TEHRAN – Five historical places and 
monuments across the northern county 
of Rudsar, Gilan province, are planned 
to be temporarily ceded to the private 
sector with the aim of receiving further 
care and maintenance, the provincial 
tourism chief has said.

The properties, which include a 
historical castle, tomb, and bridge, will 
be handed over to private investors 
through a tender process in the near 
future, Vali Jahani explained on Monday.

The properties can be promoted as 
tourist destinations, the official added.

Over the past couple of years, tens of 
historical places and monuments have 
been temporarily ceded to the private 
sector under the supervision of the 
Revitalization and Utilization Fund for 
Historical Places.

Affiliated with the tourism ministry, 
the Fund is in charge of concession with 
the aim of historical sites receiving 
better maintenance by repurposing 
them into thriving boutique hotels, eco-
lodges, traditional restaurants, or other 
profitable niches.

The country boasts hundreds of 

historical sites such as bazaars, 
museums, mosques, bridges, 
bathhouses, madrasas, mausoleums, 
churches, towers, and mansions, of 
which 26 are inscribed on the UNESCO 
World Heritage list.

Gilan is well-known for its rich 
Iron Age cemeteries such as Marlik 
that have been excavated over the 
past century. It was once within the 
sphere of influence of the successive 
Achaemenian, Seleucid, Parthian, and 
Sassanid empires that ruled Iran until 
the 7th century CE. The subsequent 

Arab conquest of Iran led to the rise 
of many local dynasties, and Gilan 
acquired an independent status that 
continued until 1567.

Sophisticated Rasht, the capital of 
Gilan province, has long been a weekend 
escape for residents of Tehran who are 
looking to sample the famous local 
cuisine and hoping for some pluvial 
action – it’s the largest, and wettest 
town in the northern region. Gilan is 
divided into a coastal plain including the 
large delta of Sefid Rud and adjacent 
parts of the Alborz mountain range.

TEHRAN – The Iranian police have 
recently discovered five clay relics, 
estimated to date back to the 1st 
millennium BC, in the northwestern 
province of Zanjan, a senior police official 
in charge of protecting cultural heritage 
has said.

The relics were discovered in the small 
village of Anzar in Tarom county after 
police had received reports from cultural 
heritage aficionados, Hossein-Ali Fazli 
explained on Monday.

Some digging tools were found by the 
authorities as well, the official added.

Zanjan is one of the cities founded by 
Sassanid King Ardashir I (180-242 CE). 
The province makes a base for wider 
explorations with the architectural 
wonder of Soltaniyeh, the subterranean 
delights of the Katale-Khor caves, colorful 
mountains, and the UNESCO-registered 
Takht-e Soleiman ruins nearby.

The first well-documented evidence of 
human habitation on the Iranian plateau 
is found from deposits from several 
excavated cave and rock-shelter sites in 
the Zagros Mountains, which dates back 
to Middle Paleolithic or Mousterian times 
(c. 100,000 BC).

TEHRAN – The traditional shoes 
and footwear of Iran have beautiful 
regional names that are particular to 
each region. In Quchan, North Khorasan 
province, Charoq is one of the traditional 
handicrafts. Charoq is primarily worn by 
villagers and shepherds.

The laces of these shoes are twisted 
around the ankles of the feet. Charoq 
originated in the Sassanid dynasty and 
flourished during the Safavid dynasty, 
according to researchers. Also, Charoq 
appears in Iranian literature.

Rumi’s poem “Muses and the Shepherd” 
illustrates the use and prosperity of 
these handicrafts centuries ago. In the 
poem, the shepherd prays to God that 
he will sew God’s Charoq and comb his 
hair. Sham, Patabeh, and Palik are other 
names for Charoq.

To make a pair of Charoq, you will need 
a ‘Derafsh’ or stitching awl, needles, 
scalp, knife, engraving pen tool, cutter, 
shoehorns, and wooden molds. Cotton 
yarn, silk, and tanned cow leather are the 
primary materials used in Charoq-duzi.

As part of the making of a Charoq, the 
body is constructed, the embroideries 
are sewn on, decorations are added, and 
the laces are attached.

Charoq is sewed with blanket stitches 
of colorful yarns on black leather, and it 
is sewed with parallel stitches of white 
cotton yarn at the back. A six-petal 
flower made of pink and golden yarns 
decorates the back of Charoq. An array 
of colorful pom poms decorates the 
front. A buckle is made from leather and 
attached to both sides of Charoq as the 
final step. The bottom of this footwear is 
made of buffalo leather due to its high 
durability.

Unlike other cities, North Khorasan 
Charoqs are made of one piece of leather 
and there is no right or left foot in a pair. 
Women’s shoes and men’s shoes are not 
different either, they only differ in size.

Seh Gol, Chahar Gol, Puneh Dar, and 
Badami are some of the patterns sewn 
on Charoq.

The skill of making Charoq has been 
inscribed on the national heritage list.

Shiraz to 
host Pars 
intl. tourism 
exhibit

6 S t r a i g h t  T r u t h

SEPTEMBER 28, 2022

TEHRAN TIMES

TOURISM

Over 700 people trained as crafters in Ardabil in H1

Mahallat to host chrysanthemum festival

Millennia-old relics discovered in 
northwest Iran

Persian handicrafts: Charoq-duzi

Historical properties in Gilan to be ceded to private sector



TEHRAN – Mohammad Moghimi, 
the chancellor of the University of 
Tehran, has proposed setting up 
the association of prominent uni-
versities of the member countries 
of the Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization (SCO) in Iran.

The SCO is an intergovernmental 
organization founded in Shanghai 
on June 15, 2001. The SCO current-
ly comprises eight Member States 
(China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan, 
and Uzbekistan), four Observer 
States interested in acceding to 
full membership (Afghanistan, 
Belarus, Iran, and Mongolia), and 
six “Dialogue Partners” (Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, and Turkey).

Moghimi proposed the idea in a 
meeting with Chinese Ambassador 
to Iran Chang Hua which was held 
in Tehran on Monday. The Chinese 
official announced readiness to 
share the proposal with relevant 
departments in China.

Establishing a common scientific 
information base, awarding schol-
arships to students of the member 
countries of the SCO, holding joint 
courses, and implementing joint 
research topics and projects are 
among the goals of pursuing the 
implementation of the proposal to 
form a union of prominent univer-
sities of the SCO member countries, 
Moghimi said.

“The proposal will soon be sent 

to the Chinese Embassy in Tehran 
and also to the Secretariat of the 
Shanghai Organization from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,” he 
stated.

The University of Tehran has 
plans to set up a branch in Iraq 
and Lebanon, he stated, express-
ing readiness to establish a uni-
versity branch in China.

Moghimi named China as one of 
the countries in the priorities of 
Iran’s scientific diplomacy and ex-
pressed hope to enhance academic 
relations between Iranian and Chi-
nese universities.

The history of friendly relations 
between Iran and China turns back 
to 2000 years ago and we attach 
great importance to the teaching of 
the Persian language in China, Hua 
stated for his part.

Pointing out the aspects of 
expanding economic relations 
between Iran and China in the 
25-year agreement, he expressed 
hope to develop scientific, aca-
demic, and cultural relations be-
tween the two countries.

Science diplomacy

Despite U.S. sanctions, the in-
ternational activities of Iranian 
scientists have increased year by 
year, so that more than 35 percent 
of Iranian articles in Scopus have 
been multi-national projects, 
Peyman Salehi, the deputy science 
minister, has said.

In 2021, Iranian scientists pub-
lished more than 77,000 scientific 
articles in the Scopus database, so 
that, Iran has been ranked 15th in 
science production, he said, IRNA 
reported.

The country also ranked 15th and 
16th in the world in terms of scien-
tific references, he added.

Data from the Scopus Inter-
national Citation Database show 
that Iran’s scientific diplomacy has 
reached more than 34 percent since 
the beginning of 2021, the highest 
level in the past 20 years.

Science diplomacy is the use of 
scientific collaborations among na-
tions to address common problems 
and build constructive internation-
al partnerships. 

It is a form of new diplomacy 
and has become an umbrella term 
to describe a number of formal or 
informal technical, research-based, 
academic, or engineering exchang-
es, within the general field of inter-
national relations.

In 2011, the share of Iranian ar-
ticles with international participa-
tion was about 16.5 percent, which 
increased to 19.7 percent in 2016 
and gradually in the following 
years, so that in 2020 and 2021, 
reached 30.5 and 34.2 percent, re-
spectively, he added.

The share of Iranian articles with 
international participation has had 
significant growth of 209 per-
cent during an eight-year period 
(2013-2020), becoming the Islamic 
world’s leading country in science 
diplomacy, according to the Scopus 
International Citation Database.
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IRANIAN LANGUAGES AND SCRIPTS
Part 1

The term “Iranian language” is 
applied to any language which is 
descended from a proto-Iranian 
parent language (unattested by 
texts) spoken, presumably, in Cen-
tral Asia (q.v.) in the late 3rd to early 
2nd millennium B.C.E. 

In historical times, Iranian lan-

guages have been spoken over an 
area stretching from easternmost 
Chinese Turkestan (q.v.; Xinjiang 
province, in the case of Sogdian and 
Khotanese) to western Europe. 

The proto-Iranian language was 
closely related to proto-Indo-Aryan 
(unattested by texts), from which 
various modern Indic languages 

are descended (e.g., Hindi, Gujarati, 
Urdu, Bengali), as well as the Dardic 
languages (q.v.) spoken in north-
western Pakistan. 

The Iranian and Indo-Aryan lan-
guage groups are commonly referred 
to as the Indo-Iranian (IIr.) branch of 
the Indo-European language family, 
which would have been spoken sever-

al millennia earlier somewhere, per-
haps, in the area of southern Russia. 

A third group, the Nuristani lan-
guages, appears to constitute a 
separate branch of Indo-Iranian, but 
the exact relationship is disputed.

To be continued

Source: Iranica

Iran proposes hosting association 
of SCO member universities 

ENGLISH IN USE

Special clinic to be launched to relieve 
bereaved coronavirus families

A special clinic will be opened for the first time in the country to 
provide free psychological services to families who have lost their 
loved ones during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The clinic is called “Soog” (literally meaning mourn) will be 
inaugurated at Shahid Beheshti Educational and Medical Center in 
Zanjan province on Wednesday.

The outbreak of coronavirus has changed the lifestyle of many 
families, Ehsan Fakoor, head of the mental health department of 
Zanjan University of Medical Sciences said.

Sudden changes in life cause stress, while the coronavirus itself 
has doubled the stress due to its contagion and the number of lives it 
has claimed in the world to date, he regretted.

Psychological services for parenting and family counseling, 
especially counseling related to coronavirus such as obsessive-
compulsive disorder, depression and anxiety, etc. will be provided free 
of charge in this center, Fakoor noted.

افتتاح ‘کلینیک سوگ’ برای تسکین خانواده‌هایی 
که اعضای خود را بر اثر کرونا  از دست داده‌اند

نخستین  افتتاح  از  زنجان  پزشکی  علوم  دانشگاه  روان  بهداشت  گروه  رئیس 
کلینیک سوگ در کشور برای ارائه خدمات رایگان روان‌شناختی به خانواده‌هایی 
که اعضای خانواده خود را به دلیل ابتلا به کرونا  از دست داده‌اند خبر داد و 
آموزشی درمانی شهید  مرکز  در  امسال  مهرماه  کلینیک  ۲۳  این  اظهار کرد: 

بهشتی زنجان کار خود را آغاز خواهد کرد.
فکور با بیان اینکه شیوع ویروس کرونا باعث شده است تا سبک زندگی بسیاری 
زندگی  در  ناگهانی  تغییرات  ایجاد  داد:  ادامه  شود،  تغییر  دچار  خانواده‌ها  از 
باعث ایجاد استرس می‌شود، این در حالی است که خود ویروس کرونا به دلیل 
واگیردار بودن و نیز آمار فوتی‌هایی که تا به امروز در دنیا به جا گذاشته، این 

استرس را دوچندان کرده است.
وی اظهار داشت: خدمات روانشناختی فرزندپروری و مشاوره خانواده، به ویژه 
مشاوره هایی که مرتبط با کرونا مانند وسواس و افسردگی و اضطراب و غیره به 

صورت رایگان در این مرکز ارائه خواهد شد.

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION
New cases 309

New deaths 7

Total cases 7,547,706

Total deaths 144,409

New hospitalized patients 106

Patients in critical condition 168

Total recovered patients 7,324,742

Diagnostic tests conducted 54,078,414

Doses of vaccine injected 154,760,551

COVID-19 UPDATES ON SEPTEMBER 27 

Technology tours to be held during IranNano exhibition
TEHRAN – Technological tours will be held at 

the 13th International Nanotechnology Festival 
and Exhibition for the managers and experts of 
various industries in the country.

The audience of these tours is faculty mem-
bers, university professors and officials, grad-
uate students with a nanotechnology field of 
study or a nano-related thesis, graduate stu-
dents with a nanotechnology-related field, and 
those interested in the field of nanotechnology.

Each tour includes an exhibition part where 
the programs of the Nano Headquarters and 
its support are introduced, as well as famil-
iarization with the companies, products, and 
commercialization of nanotechnology, the 
capabilities of Iran’s nanotechnology, the im-
plementation of simple experiments with the 
products available in the booths and the scien-
tific and technical explanation of the products 
by the lecturers and relevant experts.

The event will be held in Tehran from Octo-
ber 1 to 4.

Representatives of India, Syria, Mexico, China, 

Malaysia, Ethiopia, Brazil, Indonesia, Iraq, and 
Thailand are expected to hold B2B meetings with 
Iranian companies at the IranNano exhibition.

Over 1,000 homegrown products from 180 
knowledge-based companies will be displayed in 
the exhibition.

Business meetings are one of the programs of 
the nanotechnology exhibition, in which technol-
ogists present their abilities or products, and in-
dustries also present their needs and conditions 
for cooperation.

Nanotechnology improvement

One of the industries that have experienced 

good growth in Iran in recent years, proving the 
country’s scientific development, is the nan-
otechnology industry, a subject area that has 
brought Iran to the world’s fourth place.

Currently, nanotech products are produced 
and marketed in more than 15 industrial fields 
based on domestic technologies and are being 
exported to 49 countries from five continents.

Over the past year (ended March 20), the total 
sale of Iranian nanoproducts has been equal to 
115 trillion rials (nearly $425 million).

The expansion of nanotechnology export pro-
grams in recent years and the establishment of 
bases for exporting nanotechnology products 
to China, India, Indonesia, Syria, Turkey, and Iraq 
have provided the opportunity for the entry of 
Iranian nanotechnology goods, equipment, and 
services into global markets.

Some 42 percent of the products in this field 
are related to construction, more than 17 percent 
to the field of oil, gas, and petrochemicals, 13 
percent to the field of automobiles, and over 10 
percent to the field of optoelectronics.

From page 1    Referring to the existing 
threats to aquatic life, he stated that there are 
many threatening factors including various 
types of pollution, over-exploitation of fisheries, 
the use of destructive fishing tools, the destruc-
tion of natural habitats, invasive species, and 
climate change.

Aquatic species reproduction, while obtain-
ing a license from the DOE, depends on compli-
ance with environmental factors, including the 
non-release of sewage and waste, non-pollution 
and destruction of the environment.

Emphasizing the use of native species and 
not breeding non-native and invasive species, 
observing the distances of breeding sites from 
important and sensitive habitats and areas 
under management, and carrying out periodic 
monitoring programs of species breeding sites 
based on a documented monitoring program, 
are other requirements for reproduction of ma-
rine species.

Endangered ecosystem

According to the International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN), at least 40 percent 
of animals, insects, and plants are at risk of ex-
tinction across the world.

Currently, more than 41 percent of amphibi-

ans, 26 percent of mammals, 21 percent of rep-
tiles, and 13 percent of birds are threatened. In 
the latest statistics, the number of endangered 
species in the country is 75 vertebrate species 
(18 species of mammals, 29 species of birds, 4 
species of amphibians, and 16 species of rep-
tiles) on the IUCN Red List.

Iranian vertebrates are counted as 198 mam-
mal species, 559 species of birds, 242 species 
of reptiles, and 25 species of amphibians (1023 
species in total); 274 approved species of fish 
in inland waters, and 975 species of marine fish 
(sharks and aquatic fish) has been registered in 
the country, but this list is subject to change due 
to genetic and field studies.

According to the latest studies, about 1,300 
species of vertebrates, including mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and aquatic fish, 
about 30,000 species of invertebrates, and 
8,000 species of plants have been identified in 
the country.

Unfortunately, over the past two decades, 
human activities have led to the alarming deg-
radation of ecosystems, and the deletion of 
genes, species, and biological capabilities; Hu-
man threats to biodiversity have accelerated the 
most over the past 50 years over the entire his-
tory of human life.

TEHRAN – Over the previous water year which 
began on September 23, 2021, the rainfall de-
creased by about 24 percent compared to the 
long-term average, which marked another year 
of low rainfall for Iran.

As the newly extracted statistics show, a to-
tal of 180.4 mm of rain has poured in the coun-
try over the past water year, which shows a 
decline of 23.9 mm compared to the long-term 
average of 237.1 mm.

The last water year marked the year of low 
rainfall for the country, causing the continua-
tion of dry years.

The summer season shows an increase of 
19.7 mm in rainfall, which is accompanied by a 
growth of 71.3 mm compared to the long-term 
period when the amount of rainfall was 11.5 mm.

The occurrence of the monsoon phenomenon 
during the summer is one of the factors that 
has increased rainfall in the long run. However, 
there is still a decrease in the level of under-
ground water resources and aquifers.

Although this year’s rainfall has increased by 
30 percent compared to last year; compared to 
normal conditions, it shows a decrease of 18 
percent.

Currently, the dams are 41 percent full, while 
should be full by 50 percent, which is also due to 
drought conditions.

According to statistics, the average rainfall 
in the country in the last 50 years has been 270 
mm, which has decreased by 230 mm, in oth-
er words, over the past 5 decades, the average 
rainfall has dropped by 40 mm.

According to the World Meteorological Orga-
nization’s multiannual forecast, in the next five 
years, Iran’s average rainfall will decline by 75 

percent, and the temperature rises by 50-75 
percent compared to the long-term average.

Drought causes $107m damage to environ-
ment

Drought has so far incurred a loss of 28 trillion 
rials (about $107 million) to the environment, 
Hassan Akbari, deputy head of natural environ-
ment and biodiversity of the Department of En-
vironment, said on May 8.

Unfortunately, over 70 percent of the country 
is suffering from severe drought. The severity of 
the drought is devastating in areas such as the 
Zagros, which is both a source of water and nat-
ural habitats, he lamented.

Perhaps the first and most important damage 
of drought is the weakening of vegetation, which 
seriously disrupts the wildlife food chain.

Iran faces a range of environmental challeng-
es from high temperatures, pollution, flooding, 
and vanishing lakes. In April 2021, the Iranian 
Meteorological Organization warned of an “un-
precedented drought” and rainfall levels that 
were substantially below long-term averages.

The Iranian Red Crescent Society estimates 
that 4.8 million people are at medium to high 
risk of drought-related impacts, mostly in re-
mote and rural areas of the provinces.

Threats to aquatic life:  
from waste to illegal fishing

Iran short of rain by 24%



Frome Page 1   Tarokh shot to 
fame in 1983 for his role in the 
TV series “Sarbedaran”, which 
depicts an Iranian movement 
formed by the Sarbedars (Head 
on Gallows) in the Khorasan 
region in the mid-14th century 
to fight against the Mongol 
conquest of Iran. He portrayed 
Sheikh Hassan Juri, leader of 
the Sarbedars.

Tarokh’s brilliant performance 
in the series convinced director 
Kayhan Rahgozaar to pick him 
for “Abu Ali Sina”, the TV series 
about the life story of the 
Iranian scientist and philosopher 
Avicenna, who was portrayed by 
Tarokh.

He also played the lead roles in 
several historical TV series such 
as “Sheikh Mofid” and “The Lost 
Innocence”.

He appeared in over 30 
movies, including “The Lead” by 
Masud Kimiai, “Sara” by Dariush 
Mehrjui and “The Love-Stricken” 
(“Delshodegan”) and “Mother” 
by Ali Hatami.

In “The Love-Stricken”, he 

did one of his excellent acting 
performances by playing the 
role of Taher Khan Bahr-e Nur, 
a Qajar-era vocalist who along 
with his colleagues leave Iran 
for France to release their first 
record.

His brilliant acting in “The Moon 
and the Sun” by Mohammad-

Hossein Haqiqi brought him 
the Crystal Simorgh for best 
supporting actor at the 1995 Fajr 
International Film Festival, Iran’s 
major film event.

He also received a nomination 
for the Crystal Simorgh for best 
actor at the 2005 edition of the 
festival for his role in “Havana 

File” by Alireza Raisian.
In 1994, Tarokh pursued a 

teaching career by founding 
the Azad Acting Workshop, an 
educational center which trained 
the present generation of actors 
such as Taraneh Alidoosti, Habib 
Rezai, Mahtab Keramati and 
Puria Pursorkh.

Front cover of the Persian edition 
of Isaiah Berlin’s book “Freedom 

and its Betrayal”. 

“Wolf Cubs of Apple Valley” by Fereidun Najafi.

Mourners carry the coffin of actor Amin Tarokh during his funeral in Tehran’s Behesht Zahra 
Cemetery on September 26, 2022. (ISNA/Alireza Masumi)
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Hearts of people are like wild beasts. They attach themselves to 
those who love and train them.

Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:55       Evening: 18:11        Dawn: 4:34  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 5:57  (tomorrow)

Amin Tarokh, actor of historical TV 
series “Sarbedaran”, dies at 69  

SEPTEMBER  28, 2022

Persian edition of Isaiah Berlin’s book on enemies of 
human liberty republished

TEHRAN – The seventh edition 
of the Persian edition of Russian-
British philosopher Isaiah Berlin’s 
book “Freedom and its Betrayal: 
Six Enemies of Human Liberty” has 
been published.

Mahi is the publisher of the book 
translated by Ezzatollah Fuladvand.

The first Persian edition of the 
book was published in 2008. 

Berlin’s celebrated radio lectures 
on six formative anti-liberal thinkers 
were broadcast by the BBC in 1952. 

They are published here for the 
first time. They comprise one of 
Berlin’s earliest and most convincing 
expositions of his views on human 
freedom and on the history of ideas 
– views that later found expression in 
such famous works as “Two Concepts 
of Liberty”, and were at the heart of his 

lifelong work on the Enlightenment 
and its critics. 

Working with BBC transcripts and 
Berlin’s annotated drafts, Henry 
Hardy has recreated these lectures, 
which consolidated the forty-

three-year-old Berlin’s growing 
reputation as a man who could 
speak about intellectual matters in 
an accessible and involving way.

In his lucid examination of 
sometimes complex ideas, Berlin 
demonstrates that a balanced 
understanding and a resilient defense 
of human liberty depend on learning 
both from the errors of freedom’s 
alleged defenders and from the dark 
insights of its avowed antagonists. 

This book throws light on the 
early development of Berlin’s most 
influential ideas and supplements his 
already published writings with fuller 
treatments of Helvetius, Rousseau, 
Fichte, Hegel and Saint-Simon, with 
the ultra-conservative Maistre 
bringing up the rear. These thinkers 
gave to freedom a new dimension of 

power – power that, Berlin argues, 
has historically brought about less, 
not more, individual liberty.

These lectures show Berlin at 
his liveliest and most torrentially 
spontaneous, testifying to his 
talents as a teacher of rare brilliance 
and impact. 

Listeners tuned in expectantly 
each week to the hour-long 
broadcasts and found themselves 
mesmerized by Berlin’s astonishingly 
fluent extempore style. 

One listener, a leading historian 
of ideas who was then a schoolboy, 
was later to recount that the 
lectures excited him so much that 
he sat, for every talk, on the floor 
beside the wireless, taking notes. 
This excitement is at last recreated 
here for all to share.

Iranian movies to compete in Sharjah children’s film festival

The confrontation between good and evil in “Haam”

TEHRAN – Iranian movies “Sea Boys”, “Wolf 
Cubs of Apple Valley” and “The Needle” will be 
competing in the Sharjah International Film 
Festival for Children and Youth

The festival will take place from October 10 
to 15 in the United Arab Emirates.

“Sea Boys” co-directed by Afshin Hashemi 
and Hossein Qasemi and “Wolf Cubs of Apple 
Valley” by Fereidun Najafi will be screened in 
the feature film competition.

“Sea Boys” tells the story of two boys 
living on two opposite sides of the country 
with a shared story of losing one of their 
parents. The one living in the North has lost 
his father and the one living in the South 
has lost his mother. Both of them are in 
search of a substitute for the love of their 
lost guardian.

“Wolf Cubs of Apple Valley” begins with 
a shot that rings out in the valley, and then 

Asho’s friend drops to the ground. The 
rifle’s bullet was meant for Asho; his father 
is wanted for murder and he, too, is being 
hunted. To evade those who are looking 
for him, Asho is forced to dress up as a girl 
and hide in his aunt’s house. In his hunt for 
answers, he heads out to Apple Valley with 
his cousin, Pari, to look for his mother, who he 
has always believed to be dead.

“The Needle” by Yusef Jafari will compete in 
the short film section.

In this film, two young, optimistic doctors 
are taken aback when they visit a village 
to vaccinate children only to find out that 
children are not aware of the dangers of 
disease and are scared of vaccines and 
needles. Still, their parents do not lift a finger 
to help their children get vaccinated. Things 
take an ugly turn when they are unable to 
even locate these children.

The Sharjah festival is dedicated to 
enhancing the media literacy of children 
and youth, fostering children’s and youth’s 
creativity and showcasing the very best in 
filmmaking for, by and about children and 
young people.

An interview with Jalal Tavakoli

The novel “Haam” by Jalal Tavakoli, published by 
Soore Mehr, is a story concerning the presence of 
American soldiers in Iraq.

* What motivated you to begin writing this book, 
and how?

With the aid of Hollywood and the movie 
industry, Western advertising firms and Zionist 
media have been working for many years to 
legitimize the American military’s presence in 
many regions of the world (particularly West Asia) 
and present them as the only saviors of the world 
and humanity while disguising their covert crimes 
and aggressions as a war against terrorism.

On the other hand, American soldiers and veterans 
who experience mental crises like committing 
suicide or the opposite of this process, i.e., being 
impacted by Shia instruction and the events of 
Karbala, are severely censored.

Concerning these issues, the absence of a 
book that may make references to existing 
documents was particularly felt. In light of this, 

I began writing the novel after conducting some 
research and studying.

* How much time was spent conducting the 
research? Any specific issues that you ran into?

Two years or so. With credible sources, the study 
work wasn’t too challenging. Field studies were 
where the primary issue lay. Iraq and the settings 
where the story took place were foreign to me. Of 
course, I had downloaded over a thousand images 
and videos of Iraqi citizens and various locations, as 
well as those of American soldiers stationed there. I 
also searched for and located every place I needed on 
Google Earth. However, I was very eager to visit those 
locations and interact with the locals firsthand.

The only option, then, was to watch practically 
every movie ever made regarding the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Sometimes I would watch a movie 
several times and listen to the characters’ dialogue 
to become familiar with their speech patterns and 
to learn how to find phrases that would convey the 
same tone. Because American soldiers are infamous 
for using crude language in a cowboy-like manner, 
which was challenging for me to pull off.

* Please describe the book’s theme.

Perhaps, in a nutshell, it can be said that 
the story depicts the battle between right and 
wrong, God and the devil.

* What do you think the most significant 
aspect of your book is?

The novel’s freshness is its most prominent 
feature. To put it another way, I sought to depart 
from the usual narrative format and choose 
various points of view to depict Soldier Ryan’s 
psychological and mental health, who is the main 
character of the novel. I should also mention that 
I took the tastes of the American audience into 
consideration when creating the work, regardless 
of whether it will be translated or not.

* Could you provide us with a brief explanation 
of the book’s name?

In Arabic, the word “haam” signifies “thirst” or 
“one seeking water,” and in Hebrew, it means “hot 
and scorching.” One of the characters in the book 
with the name Haam also has a series of experiences 
that the story revolves around him.

Front cover of a Persian translation of James 
Morier’s “The Adventures of Hajji Baba Ispahani”.

History of modern Persian novel
Part 1

Literary history does not usually follow the 
smooth path of an evolutionary process. Some 
writers limit themselves to period pieces, and 
others write books whose latent significance 
becomes apparent decades later. 

Both creative development and the longevity 
of some authors, as in the case of Mohammad-
Ali Jamalzadeh (1895-1997) and Bozorg 
Alavi (1907-1997), make categorization and 
periodization difficult. 

Nonetheless, the long period from the end of 
the 19th century to the last decade of the 20th 
century may be divided into three generations 
of writers – a framework which has been 
adopted here in order to clarify the patterns of 
change in themes and techniques of narration 
that have shaped the history of the Persian 
novel to the present time.

The pioneers (1895-1941)

In the previous section, reference has already 
been made to some early experiments in fiction 
in Persia, notably in the genre of fictitious 
travelogues. 

Among the factors of crucial importance for 
the development of the novel were newspapers 
and the legacy of the early translations from 
European, mostly French, literature.

Many eminent literary figures of the 
time, including Ali-Akbar Dehkhoda (1880-
1956), Mohammad-Taqi Bahar (1886-
1951), Mohammad-Ali Forughi (1877-1942), 
Mohammad Qazvini (1877-1949), Abbas Eqbal 
Ashtiani (1896/97-1956), and Saeid Nafisi 
(1895-1976) were either themselves journalists 
and editors or contributed influential articles to 
current journals. 

Although, with the notable exception of 
Dehkhoda and Nafisi, they were not directly 
involved with fiction, they were instrumental in 
the development of Persian prose, illustrating 
through their work the fact that familiarity with 
other cultures and languages need not result 
in abstruse styles and dependence on foreign 
loan-words. 

One might say that Dehkhoda’s Charand 
Parand, to a certain extent, “owed its success 
to the fact that it was intelligible to ordinary 
folk and at the same time entertaining to the 
intellectual elite and sophisticated men of 
letters” (Saeidi Sirjani).

The translations from European novels like 
Le Comte de Monte Cristo (tr. 1892) and Les 
trois mousquetaires (tr. 1899) by Alexandre 
Dumas Père, and Mirza Habib Esfahani’s (d. 1897) 
translation, or rather adaptation from the French 
(published posthumously in 1905), of James 
Morier’s The Adventures of Hajji Baba of Ispahan 
were significant for two reasons. 

First, their descriptive techniques were 
sometimes emulated by Persian novelists, 
as a comparison between two passages in 
Les trois mousquetaires and Eshq o Saltanat 
demonstrates (Sepanlu, 1993). 

In the case of The Adventures of Hajji Baba of 
Ispahan, the satirical portrait of the age was part 
and parcel of the narrative fiction of the turn 
of the century, and the first two decades of the 
twentieth, a period that could aptly be called the 
golden age of satire in poetical invectives, political 
ballads, and fictional and journalistic prose. 

Secondly, the very popularity of these imported 
novels indicated the emergence of a new reading 
public, mainly urban and middle class, with new 
tastes and preferences, and with time to allot to 
reading in the privacy of their homes.

The historical novel 

The first genre of fictional prose to attract 
a significant readership in this period was the 
historical novel. 

Mohammad-Baqer Mirza Khosravi (1850-
1919), a minor Qajar prince of somewhat reduced 
circumstances, was the author of a trilogy: 
Shams o Toghra, Mari-e Venizi (The Venetian 
Marie), and Toghrol o Homay, all three published 
in Kermanshah in 1910. 

These three inter-linked historical love stories, 
sharing their eponymous characters, were set 
in the thirteenth century during the Mongol 
invasion of Persia, and were influenced by both 
French novels of adventure and by themes from 
classical Persian narrative poetry, particularly by 
Nezami’s Khosrow o Shirin. 

The trilogy exemplifies many of the common 
traits of the historical novels of the period. 
The author attempts to entertain the reader 
by swashbuckling episodes reminiscent of Les 
trois mousquetaires without neglecting his 
pedagogical mission. 

Acting as a well-informed cicerone, he takes 
his readers on a guided-tour of ancient sites 
and places and introduces them to famous 
figures from the past, including the poet Sadi 
who plays an important role in the plot, and 
officiates at the (temporary) marriage of the 
hero and the heroine.

Shaikh Musa Nasri (b. 1882, d. ?), the director 
of Nosrat School in Hamadan, was another 
provincial writer of historical novels. Eshq o 
Saltanat ya Fotuhat-e Kurosh-e Kabir (Love and 
Kingship, or the Victories of Cyrus the Great) was 
the first part of his historical trilogy published 
in Hamadan in l919, with a benefaction from the 
local magnate, Amir Nezam Qaragozlu, and later 
reprinted in Bombay. 

It claimed to be “the first novel (roman) 
composed in Persia in the Western fashion” 
and based its plot directly on sections 
from Herodotus, French publications on 
the Achaemenids, the Avesta, and Les trois 
mousquetaires (Sepanlu, 1992). 

The same historical era was the period chosen 
by Hasan Badi’ Nosrat al-Vozara (1872-1937) for 
his Dastan-e Bastan ya Sargozasht-e Kurosh (An 
Ancient Story, or the Life of Cyrus, 1920). 

His plot focuses on the episode of Bijan o 
Manijeh from the Shahnameh. His attempt to 
make this plot historically plausible by also 
incorporating and citing Herodotus and European 
scholarship was not altogether successful. 

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

To be continued.
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