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Iran FM to Borrell: 
Iran not a ‘land for 
velvet or colorful 
coups’ 

TEHRAN – Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian has told Europe-
an Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell 
that Iran is not a “land for velvet or colorful 
coups” and called Iran “anchorage of durable 
stability in the region.”

In a telephone conversation with Borrell on 
Friday night, Amir Abdollahian also said that 
Iran is “fully backed by its people and enjoys 
effective democracy.” 

The telephone conversation came a few 
days before the EU foreign ministers decide 
whether to introduce sanctions on Iran for 
what they claim Tehran’s crackdown on pro-
testors.

Iran has been insisting that it is dealing 
with vandalism and those who make dead-
ly attacks on security forces following the 
death of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, who 
fainted while in the custody of morality po-
lice last month.

The Iranian foreign minister said, “The 
death of the late Mahsa Amini is painful for 
all of us.” However, he pointed out that this 
issue is just regarded as a pretext for inter-
vention by some Western authorities in Iran’s 
internal affairs.

The minister insisted that that peaceful 
protests and demands are different from 
riots.

Amir Abdollahian reiterated that a detailed 
and scientific forensic report has been pro-
vided by a significant number of highly spe-
cialized physicians and experts on the death 
of Amini. He added that legal actions on her 
death are going on.  Page 2

NATO’s annual 
nuclear exercise 
gets underway

Air forces from across NATO will exercise 
nuclear deterrence capabilities involving 
dozens of aircraft over north-western Eu-
rope starting on Monday (17 October 2022). 
The exercise, which runs until 30 October, is 
a routine, recurring training activity and it is 
not linked to any current world events.

Exercise “Steadfast Noon” involves 14 
countries and up to 60 aircraft of various 
types, including fourth and fifth genera-
tion fighter jets, as well as surveillance and 
tanker aircraft. As in previous years, US B-52 
long-range bombers will take part; this year, 
they will fly from Minot Air Base in North Da-
kota. Training flights will take place over Bel-
gium, which is hosting the exercise, as well 
as over the North Sea and the United King-
dom. No live weapons are used.

Steadfast Noon is hosted by a different 
NATO ally each year. “This exercise helps en-
sure that the Alliance’s nuclear deterrent re-
mains safe, secure and effective,” said NATO 
spokesperson Oana Lungescu.

NATO’s new Strategic Concept, adopted by 
Allied leaders at the Madrid Summit in June 
makes clear that “the fundamental purpose 
of NATO’s nuclear capability is to preserve 
peace, prevent coercion and deter aggres-
sion.” It stresses that, “as long as nuclear 
weapons exist, NATO will remain a nuclear 
alliance. NATO’s goal is a safer world for all; 
we seek to create the security environment 
for a world without nuclear weapons.“

(Source: nato.int)

JCPOA revival 
ensures stability: 
professor

By Saeed Azimi & Saeed Maveddat
TEHRAN – Heinz Gartner, professor of po-

litical science at the University of Vienna, has 
told the Tehran Times that reviving the 2015 
Iran nuclear deal will contribute to stability.

The professor said this is one reason why 
every party to the nuclear deal, officially 
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA), want a deal.

“Every party to the deal wants a deal, there is 
no one who says we don’t want a deal, no one, 
including Iran, U.S., Europeans, China, Russia. 
They all say they want a deal. They all have ben-
efits if you have a deal,” the professor said. 

Following is the second part of the full text 
of the interview the Tehran Times had with 
Professor Gartner:

Can the U.S. offer guarantees that the 
nuclear deal won’t be jettisoned again?

Actually, the Iranian Foreign Minister at 
the Munich security conference suggested 
that the Speakers of the House would give 
some guarantees. Somehow this suggestion 
disappeared. But now in this new Borrell pro-
posal there is a suggestion that there will be 
a vote in the congress with simple majority 
and that would give the agreement some 
congressional support. If there is no simple 
majority, still the president could veto this. 
So it gets some legitimacy. Of course, the 
next president could step out, but it would be 
legitimacy and it would be not that easy po-
litically for the next president to leave it be-
cause it has congressional support and con-
gress supported it at the time. At the same 
time, there are these proposals that there 
could be long term contracts with companies 
which are supported by   Page 3

Iran’s national library 
unveils rare manuscript 
of Divan of Hafez

TEHRAN – A 300-year-old manuscript of the 
Divan of Hafez was unveiled last week at the 
National Library and Archives of Iran (NLAI).

The library has recently purchased the rare 
manuscript from a private collector, Noshad 
Rokni, an expert from the NLAI Committee on 
Rare Manuscripts, said during the unveiling 
ceremony of the book.

It contains 322 sheets and each page 
features Indian-style illuminations and 12 lines 
inscribed in nastaliq script.  

“Compared to other rare editions the 
Divan of Hafez, this manuscript has a unique 
characteristic; other rare manuscripts do not 
have many illustrations, while this edition has 
92 illustrations,” Rokni said.

“This book has been made of Termeh paper, 
which is usually vulnerable to environmental 
factors, however, this edition is still intact and 
this shows that it has been preserved properly,” 
he added.

“Therefore, the library can provide the 
opportunity for scholars to scrutinize the rare 
manuscript extensively,” Rokni noted.  Page 8

TEHRAN - Iranian banking system paid 
584.4 trillion rials (about $2.03 billion) of fa-
cilities to 1,404 knowledge-based companies 
in the first six months of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21-September 22), reg-
istering a 100.2 percent rise compared to the 
same period last year.

As IRNA reported, Bank Mellat accounted 
for the biggest share of the paid facilities 
with 102.2 trillion rials (about $354 million), 
followed by Tejarat Bank with 85 trillion rials 
(about $295 million) of offered facilities.

The law for promoting and supporting 

knowledge-based companies was approved 
by the Majlis (Iranian parliament) in 2010, 
paving the way for a jumpstart in the march 
toward scientific progress.

Accordingly, the Islamic Republic has de-
veloped plans to support and  Page 4

With the chilly winter season slowly creeping 
into Europe, the working and the middle class-
es of society on the continent are struggling to 
foot the bills that heat their homes. And with 
Ukrainian refugees enjoying a wide range of 
social welfare benefits, including cheaper or 
free energy, signs are emerging that show dis-

satisfaction toward Ukrainian refugees.

European households are among victims of 
American-led actions that led to the military 
conflict in Ukraine. They are suffering from 
the ever-increasing inflation driven by the 
record costs of gas and oil.

In addition to the rent and mortgages for 

the roof over their heads, Europeans are also 
paying more for grocery, clothing, education, 
health and many other services. This would 
explain why protests have erupted across the 
continent in opposition to the U.S.-led NATO 
military alliance that triggered the devastat-
ing crisis in Eastern Europe.   Page 5

Bank loans paid to knowledge-based firms in H1 up 100% yr/yr 

TEHRAN–Some of the earliest archaeolog-
ical expeditions to Iran began in the mid-19th 
century, when British and French archaeolo-
gists investigated Susa and its surroundings 
in southwestern Iran.

In the decades that followed, excavations 
were conducted primarily by American, Brit-
ish, French, German, and Iranian-sponsored 
expeditions throughout Iran.

However, many of these early excavations 
have proven effective in unearthing a wealth of 

artifacts, architecture, and information relating 
to the region’s ancient civilizations. However, 
due to the unsystematic techniques used in 
these early excavations, several sites had to be 
reexamined with scientific methods.

By the late 1930s, archeology took a back 
seat as resources were allocated to the war 
effort in Europe during World War II. But once 
political stability was achieved, several for-
eign-sponsored excavations continued un-
abated in Iran until the Islamic Revolution in 

1979.

A year later, when the war between Iran 
and Iraq broke out, work in the archaeological 
field stopped until the early 1990s. In recent 
years, the pace of excavations has increased, 
along with the skill and accuracy of the re-
searchers involved.

On the occasion of International Archaeol-
ogy Day, celebrated on October 15, here is a 
brief synopsis of Iranian history compiled by 
the Milwaukee Public Museum:  Page 6

From the Paleolithic to the Mongols; a fragment of Iranian history

 A
F

P

Interview

Frustration at Ukrainian “welfare” 
refugees in Europe

Eidiyan wins gold in Asian U18 Athletics Championships
TEHRAN - Nazaninftemeh Eidiyan claimed a gold medal in the 4th Asian U18 

Athletics Championships on Saturday in Kuwait.
She won a gold at the 400 m hurdles, clocking 1:01.03. It’s the first gold medal of 

history of Iran in the women’s division. 
Anastassiya Koloda of Kazakhstan won silver with 1:01.52 and bronze medal went to 

Bo-an Yi of Chinese Taipei with 1:02.40.

From Inside

•	 Iran provides “no weaponry” to parties 

fighting in Ukraine P2

•	 Nuclear industry invincible, no option 

other than diplomacy: Kamalvandi P2

•	 ICCIMA stresses opening trade offices in 

Europe P4

•	 Iran calls for developing energy infrastructure 

in Eurasia to boost co-op P4

•	 Sarayan caravanserai eyes UNESCO status P6

•	 Professional photogs take shots of 

Persepolis P6

•	 Iran announces readiness to implement 

regional health plans P7

•	 Over 1.4m Iranians donate blood in 6 months P7

•	 Bird migration season and three 

environmental challenges P7

•	 Mostra–Sao Paulo filmfest picks movies from 

Iran P8

•	 “Making Stage Props” at Iranian bookstores P8

Holistic approach 
against influenza

By Mehdi Garshasbi

TEHRAN - The World Health Organization 
says Iran has taken a holistic approach to 
develop its new national influenza pandemic 
preparedness plan.

The Islamic Republic of Iran’s new nation-
al influenza pandemic preparedness plan 
(IPPP) is comprehensive, multisectoral, and 
multidisciplinary, WHO said in a report pub-
lished on October 14.

The national plan reflects lessons learned 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, which were 
integrated in real-time, and includes other 
respiratory viruses with pandemic potential 
for a holistic approach.

In early 2019, the Ministry of Health and 
Medical Education began drafting its nation-
al IPPP, using the three-phased approach de-
fined by WHO’s essential steps in developing 
or updating a national pandemic influenza 
preparedness plan.  Page 7
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from page 1   Furthermore, 
touching on some Western au-
thorities’ double standards, Amir 
Abdollahian asked, “What has 
the West done regarding hun-
dreds of cases of intentional 
murder of women and children 
in Canada and the U.S., especial-
ly by the police? One cannot say 
that the most violent shapes of 
confrontation in face of rioters 
in Europe can be considered as a 
good and acceptable act, howev-
er, the same act is considered as 
repression in Iran even when it is 
within a legal framework.”

“Peaceful demands are differ-
ent from riots, murders, arson, 
and terrorist operations,” he 
pointed out, according to Press 
TV.

Also, Iran this week privately 
warned EU diplomats to abandon 
sanctions against Tehran over its 
handling of the protests, warning 
diplomats the move may rupture 
Europe’s ties to Tehran. 

“If Europe misses taking the 
nuances of the current situation 
into consideration, the ramifica-
tion will be grave and the bilat-
eral relations may not survive 
it,” warned one letter sent to a 
group of EU ambassadors and 
seen by POLITICO.

Borrell on Wednesday received 
a similar letter, also seen by PO-
LITICO, from Amir Abdollahian.

The letter sent to Borrell says 
that Iranian authorities bear no 

responsibility for Amini’s death 
and says the protesters have 
shown “a pattern of violence and 
terror.”

It adds, “21 police officers 
[have] been martyred and tens 
of them injured by daggers and 
weapons.”

Just a few days after Amir Ab-
dollahian’s letter to Borrell, two 
security forces were shot dead 
by hooligans in the city of Bi-
rem-Larestan in Fars province on 

Friday morning.
“We and Europe might mildly 

or strongly agree or disagree on 
many issues, but this is always a 
two-way street, as in the case of 
restoring to measures of restric-
tive nature,” Amir Abdollahian 
writes. “Therefore, I strongly dis-
courage both sides from enter-
ing into this avenue.”

The letter sent to EU ambassa-
dors implies that punishing Iran 
will “bear a detrimental impact 
on Iran-Europe relations,” which 
are already “at their most frag-
ile at the moment.” It also de-
plores the “current Iran-bashing 
trends in Europe” and accuses 
“war-mongering factions in the 
United States” of “stoking the 
fire of conflict.”

Several European diplomats 
confirmed they had received the 
message from the Iranian am-
bassador. 

TEHRAN- Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian reiterates the ne-
cessity for a diplomatic resolution to the 
months-long war in Ukraine while as-
serting that the Islamic Republic has not 
sent armaments to either of the groups 
engaged in the Ukraine conflict.

Amir Abdollahian made the remarks in 
a telephone conversation with his Portu-
guese counterpart Joo Gomes Cravinho 
late on Friday.

The latest developments in bilateral re-
lations, the negotiations to lift sanctions 
by reviving the 2015 nuclear agreement, 
officially known as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the Ukrainian 
crisis, the most recent deadly riots in Iran, 
and foreign meddling in domestic affairs 
of Iran were all topics of conversation be-
tween the Iranian and Portuguese foreign 
ministers.

The senior Iranian diplomat said, “The 
Islamic Republic of Iran has not and will 
not provide any weapon to be used in the 
Ukraine war. We believe that arming the 

either side of the crisis will prolong the 
war. We do not view war to be the right 
solution either in Ukraine, Afghanistan, 
Syria or Yemen.”

He continued by saying that several 
Takfiri terrorist organizations operat-
ing near Iran’s western and eastern bor-
ders, including al-Qaeda, Jaish al-Adl, and 
Daesh, pose risks to the country.

Amir Abdollahian also commented on 
internal developments in Iran, saying 
during the last several weeks a signifi-
cant cache of weapons has been smug-
gled into the country through western 
and eastern borders.

The Iranian foreign minister went on 
to add that “this comes despite the fact 
that some countries in interventionist 
statements have termed riots and terror-
ist activities as protests, have practically 
provoked rioters and terrorists, and even 
put an anti-Iran resolution or sanctions 
on the agenda of the next meeting of the 
Council of the European Union. The Islam-
ic Republic of Iran will reciprocate in case 

of such an action.”
Elsewhere in his remarks, Amir Abdol-

lahian underscored the need for the clo-
sure of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency’s (IAEA) bogus claims against Iran 
in regards to the Safeguards Agreement, 
and elaborated on negotiations in New 
York on the sidelines of the 77th session 
of the UN General Assembly as well as 
the constructive talks between the head 
of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran 
(AEOI) Mohammad Eslami and UN nuclear 
agency’s chief Rafael Grossi in the Austri-
an capital city of Vienna late last month.

Cravinho, for his part, emphasized the 
traditionally positive ties between Lisbon 
and Tehran and praised Iran’s stances on 
the JCPOA revival talks as well as broader 
IAEA cooperation.

He also urged Iran to continue working 
with Portugal to mitigate the effects of 
the Ukraine war and offered his condo-
lences to the families of all those who had 
lost their lives in the recent unrest in Iran.

TEHRAN- Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
has praised the Iranian people for their re-
silience and benevolence during the recent 
riots, which followed the death of a young 
woman in a police custody. 

He asserted that enemies harbor resent-
ment against the Iranian nation because of 
the astounding advancements it has been 
able to make in a number of areas.

“Iran’s enemies were seeking to cause 
trouble for the country in the recent riots, 
but as in the past, the [Iranian] people have 
routed them with patience and resistance,” 
Raisi said during a meeting with Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah, other Irani-
an officials and foreign figures attending the 
36th International Islamic Unity Conference 
in Tehran on Friday.

Protests over the death of Mahsa Amini, a 
22-year-old woman, initially broke out in her 
home province of Kurdistan before spread-
ing to some other cities, including the capital 
Tehran. 

Amini fainted while in police custody on 
September 13. She had been taken to police 
station to be trained on Islamic dress code 
along with some others. She was declared 

dead three days later at the private-run Kas-
ra hospital in northern Tehran.

Raisi ordered a thorough inquiry into the 
incident almost afterwards, but the demon-
strations quickly became violent, with riot-
ers killing police officers and trashing public 
property in many towns.

The Western media and Persian-language 
news networks continue to incite riots in Iran, 
which have resulted in the deaths of scores 
of security personnel as well as common cit-
izens.

In a meeting with members of the Expe-

diency Council on Wednesday, Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
said the recent sporadic protests in certain 
cities were orchestrated by adversaries as a 
“clumsy,” “foolish,” and “passive” response to 
the Iranian nation’s tremendous moves and 
inventive progress.

Referring to the United States and other 
Western countries, the Leader said, “The Ira-
nian nation took big movements in a short 
period of time, which were 180 degrees op-
posite to the global arrogance’s policies, and 
they were compelled to react.”

Modern ignorance
Elsewhere in his remarks, President Rai-

si hailed the Iranian people for their earnest 
collaboration with the government, partic-
ularly in the implementation of economic 
reforms, and cited Iran’s scientific advance-
ment, economic development, reduction in 
inflation rate, and increase in commercial and 
international cooperation.

The president called for efforts to reinforce 
Islamic unity and avoid division and warned 
of schemes by ill-wishers of the Muslim 
world to conceal reality and promote “mod-
ern ignorance”.

TEHRAN - The spokesman for the 
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran 
(AEOI) said on Saturday that Tehran’s 
nuclear industry is completely imper-
vious to attempts to undermine it, 
stressing that enemies have no option 
but to pursue diplomacy vis-à-vis the 
Iranian nuclear issue.

“For our enemies, whose main goal 
is to undermine Iran’s nuclear industry 
and scientists, there is no option left 
but diplomacy,” Behrouz Kamalvandi 
said, Press TV reported.

He criticized the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA) for issuing 
politically-motivated reports about 
Iran’s nuclear activities, saying such 
statements have on numerous occa-
sions portrayed a tarnished and neg-
ative image of the country at an inter-
national level.

“The enemy is trying to make our nu-
clear industry only associated with en-
richment in the minds of [the world’s] 

peoples. This is while a lot of good 
work has been carried out in the fields 
of radiopharmaceuticals and agricul-
ture, and enrichment in the nuclear 
field is only a small part of it (nuclear 
program),” the AEOI spokesman said.

Kamalvandi added that enemies 
believe that Iran should not have the 
nuclear industry at all and that is why 
they try to make it look like Tehran is 
pursuing goals other than the peaceful 
use of nuclear energy.

The current crisis over Iran’s nucle-

ar program was created in May 2018, 
when former U.S. president Donald 
Trump pulled Washington out of the 
2015 nuclear deal, formally known as 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), and imposed tough economic 
sanctions against the Islamic Republic 
under what he called the “maximum 
pressure” policy.

The talks to salvage the agreement 
kicked off in the Austrian capital of 
Vienna in April last year, months after 
Joe Biden succeeded Trump, with the 
intention of examining Washington’s 
seriousness in rejoining the deal and 
removing anti-Iran sanctions.

Despite notable progress, the U.S. 
indecisiveness and procrastination 
caused multiple interruptions in the 
marathon talks.

In his phone talks with European 
Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell 
on Friday night, Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Hossein Amir Abdollahian thanked 
the EU’s chief diplomat for encourag-
ing all negotiating parties to return to 
their commitments under the JCPOA.

Amir Abdollahian also said despite 
“contradictory” remarks by the Amer-
ican media outlets now the steps to 
restore the nuclear agreement are on 
the “right track” and in line with this 
policy “we welcomed cooperation with 
the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy on technical course.” 

While in New York for the annual 
UN conference, Amir Abdollahian held 
fruitful talks with foreign dignitaries, 
including his counterparts, on reviving 
the 2015 nuclear deal.

Last month, Iran’s nuclear chief Mo-
hammed Eslami also visited Vienna for 
the annual IAEA conference where he 
held talks with IAEA director general 
Rafael Grossi. At their meeting, Eslami 
and Grossi agreed on new cooperation.

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian held a meeting on 
Friday night with the guests of the 36th In-
ternational Islamic Unity Conference at the 
Foreign Ministry Institute for Political and 
International Studies and Researches. 

During the meeting, the top Iranian diplo-
mat welcomed the guests and offered them 
congratulations on Islamic Unity Week. 

He also expressed gratitude for efforts by 
Hamid Shahriari, the secretary general of the 
World Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools 
of Thought, in hosting the conference.

Amir Abdollahian referred to remarks by 
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei in meeting with the 
participants of the unity conference on Fri-
day morning and elaborated on the tangible 
manifestation of the enemy’s activities to di-
vide the Shia and Sunni Muslims in the course 
of Iraq’s occupation by the United States.

In the years of Iraq’s occupation by the U.S. 
which began in 2003, “strange and unprece-
dented incidents” took place in order to cre-
ate a rift between Iraq’s Sunni and Shia Mus-
lims, the minister said.

The foreign minister enumerated exam-
ples of the enemy’s attempts to divide Iraqi 
Shias and Sunnis, saying, “We have witnessed 
numerous cases of the enemy’s attempts to 
create a rift among the Islamic Ummah in Ye-
men, Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine, Leb-
anon, etc.”

“The West sought to ignite sectarian war 
in Iran”

Pointing to the developments recently un-
folding in Iran, the top diplomat added, “For-
eign parties have made attempts over the 
past weeks to exploit a domestic issue and 
meddle in our country’s affairs.”

“This is while hours after the death of Mah-

sa Amini, our country’s President called her 
father, offered sympathy, and ordered a swift 
investigation to shed light on the issue,” Amir 
Abdollahian underlined.

“Who can believe that the death of a girl 
is that important to the Westerners? If it is 
so, what did they do vis-à-vis hundreds of 
thousands of martyrs and victims in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Syria and Lebanon? They sought 
to ignite sectarian war in Iran,” the foreign 
minister said.

“Part of the peaceful demands have been 
and will be met, but we have witnessed the 
entry of firearms into the scene of some 
protests, which have been imported from 
abroad. We do not have such arms in Iran,” he 
explained.

“In the mayhem in Zahedan, there was no 
slogan or picture related to Mahsa. A known 
terrorist group tried to pit Shias and Sunnis 
against one another and claimed responsi-
bility for that. They did the same thing in a 
section of Kurdistan, but the insight of Sunni 
clerics and people foiled all their attempts,” 
Amir Abdollahian opined.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Iran’s foreign 
minister said, “Imam Khomeini has left many 
legacies for the Muslim Ummah. One of them 
is Islamic Unity Week and the other one is the 
designation of International Quds Day.”

“We proudly announce that despite all the 
pressure by enemies, Iran has provided sup-
port to the Shia and Sunni resistance, and 
even the Christian one in Lebanon the same 
way as it did in the case of the Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad resistance movements in Pal-
estine,” he said.

Amir Abdollahian further paid tribute to 
the late scholars who were present in the 
previous rounds of the Islamic unity meeting, 
including Ayatollah Mohammad Ali Taskhiri, 
and prayed for their soul.

Prior to the foreign minister’s speech, a 
number of the guests, including Sheikh Kha-
lid al-Mala, head of Iraq’s Sunni scholars 
Assembly; Sheikh Qazi Hanina, president of 
Lebanese Muslim Scholars Association; and 
Muhammad Azmi Abdulhamid, president of 
the Malaysian Consultative Council of Islamic 
Organizations, delivered speeches and of-
fered their views on the importance of unity, 
refraining from divisions, lauded the Islamic 
Republic of Iran’s efforts to strengthening 
Muslim unity and vigilance against hostile 
conspiracies.

TEHRAN — In an interview with IRNA pub-
lished Saturday, an expert on international 
affairs called on the Western governments to 
hand in the rioters who attacked Iran’s diplo-
matic missions in Europe.

Hassan Hanizadeh spoke of the recent ag-
gression in Copenhagen, where an attacker 
entered into the premise of the Iranian em-
bassy with a cold weapon and injured a local 
embassy staffer.

“The recent action of an armed attack-
er who tried to assassinate Iran’s Ambas-
sador in Denmark shows that Copenhagen 
has turned into a country that collaborates 
against Tehran and accompanies terrorist el-
ements who act against Iran,” he opined.

Based on international law, he said, host 
countries are responsible to provide security 
for diplomatic missions. 

The expert added that host countries must 
not allow the security of diplomats to be en-
dangered by media hypes against another 
country.

Recounting the incident on April 30, 1980 
in London where six armed secessionists at-
tacked Iran’s embassy in Kensington and took 
a number of embassy staffers hostage for six 

days, Hanizadeh said this is not the first time 
that secessionists have joined hands with the 
Israeli regime to disrupt the security of Iran’s 
diplomatic missions.

Continuing his example, Hanizadeh add-
ed, “Due to the procrastination of London’s 
police and the UK government’s inaction to-
wards the secessionist terrorists’ moves in 
London in 1980, unfortunately two embassy 
staffers were martyred and two others were 
wounded.”

According to the expert, Mujahe-
din-E-Khalq (MEK) members in Paris and 
London have recently tried to attack Iran’s 
diplomatic missions in the aforementioned 
cities, but their plans were foiled due to the 
vigilance of the Iranian diplomats.

Hanizadeh went on to note that despite 
their claims about following internation-
al protocols and conventions, the European 
governments are working hand in hand with 
the terrorist groups they are hosting. 

“Therefore, based on international law, the 
Islamic Republic has the right to ask the Eu-
ropean governments to arrest the terrorists 
who endangered Iranian diplomats and hand 
them in to the Iranian government,” Haniza-
deh concluded.  

TEHRAN— Iranian Foreign Ministry on Friday re-
jected French President Emmanuel Macron’s remarks 
against Iran as “meddlesome,” saying the accusations 
against Iran encourage violence mongers and law-
breakers. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani said 
Macron’s allegations regarding latest developments in 
Iran are politically motivated. 

Kanaani also noted that Iran’s Constitution recogniz-
es the right to peaceful gatherings, expressing surprise 
that the French president and some other officials in 
the European country are condemning security forces 
for dealing with acts of violence on the part of rioters 
and are urging the Iranian government to avoid resort-
ing to force to end violence.

He stressed that this comes as the French officials, 
including the government spokesman, in response to a 
strike in the country’s oil and gas sector threaten the 
workers and say if they do not end the strike, authori-

ties would end it by force.
Workers of French oil and gas giants have gone on 

strikes in the past two weeks, demanding salary in-
creases amid a cost-of-living crisis. French officials 
have warned they would move to end the strikes.

The Foreign Ministry spokesman called Macron’s 
remarks about Iran and France’s inattention to French 
workers as “flagrant hypocrisy,” stating that this once 
again proves that human rights only serve as a tool in 
the hands of many self-proclaimed defenders of de-
mocracy in the West to achieve their political goals and 
meddle in the internal affairs of other countries.

In remarks to IRNA on Friday, Kanaani pointed to the 
French authorities’ threat to forcibly end the strikes, 
saying this should be addressed by the media. 

“Labor strikes in France’s oil and gas sector and the 
French authorities’ threat to use force in order to put 
an end to the strikes deserve media coverage,” Kanaani 
said.
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“A lot of good work has been 
carried out in the fields of 
radiopharmaceuticals and 

agriculture, and enrichment 
in the nuclear field is only a 

small part of it.” 

Iran FM to Borrell: Iran not a ‘land for 
velvet or colorful coups’

Iran provides “no weaponry” to parties fighting in Ukraine

Foes suffered defeat in riots due to people’s resistance, patience: Raisi

Nuclear industry invincible, no option other than diplomacy: Kamalvandi

West seeks to create rift between 
Shias and Sunnis, Iran says

Europeans expected to hand in terrorists who 
attacked Iran’s embassies, expert suggests

Iran rejects Macron’s statements as 
“meddlesome”



Frome Page 1   the government, 
somehow, with some guarantees 
for the governments which go 
beyond the next president. They 
can make contracts with Iran and 
US companies contract with Iran 
and European Union companies. 
So these are possibilities. To get 
a 100 percent guarantee, that is 
not possible. So, I know that Iran 
is using it as a negotiation tactic 
as well, but the Iranians know 
about the political system in the 
US and know there has to be some 
flexibility and some compromise. 
So, I do think these guarantees 
are not really the biggest obstacle 
anymore; I don’t think so. 

So, what is the real obstacle? 
If we assume that it is a 
negotiating tactic. So, what is 
the real obstacle to reaching a 
deal?  

The real obstacle is domestical. 
It fell victim to domestic politics. 
I would say so. President Biden is 
not strong enough. So, he is afraid 
of the domestic opposition which 
is very strong. Also with his own 
party, not only the Republicans. 
And he doesn’t want to have 
a debate, Iran debate is in the 
Congress before the elections 
either. And he was hesitant 
because it was not such on the 
high priority for him so he delayed 
it and delayed it and delayed it all 
the time and now we are here. But 
we know also we have a debate 
within Iran as well. So you have the 
domestic debate here as well. So, 
there might be some opposition 
here as well in Iran. And so, it’s a 
domestic issue. And we have the 
issue of Israel of course. And there 
is the issue of Israel. And Israel, 
of course, influences the US the 
opposition. We know this. There 
is no secret about it, that Israel is 
not part of the agreement but has 
influence in the US as well. These 
are real obstacles. 

So, we keep hearing about this 
harsh winter, this is impending 
in Europe. Your neighboring 
country Switzerland has issued 
some precautionary measures. 
What do the people of Europe 
think about this upcoming winter 
and do they really feel the need 
for energy supply from outside? 
You know that Qatar has made 
some efforts to actually provide 
energy to Europe. And there has 
been talk of Iran trying to supply 
energy to Europe. So, what is 

your prediction? And what do the 
Europeans, European ordinary 
people, think of this impending 
winter? And do you think Europe 
needs Iranian oil and gas?

It’s part of the Borrell Text. The 
Europeans feel some pressure to 
get additional energy resources. I 
think that was part of the Borrell 
initiative definitely, but the 
Europeans now try everywhere 
to get some resources. They all 
are much more expensive, most 
of them. Norway, American LGP 
gas, then they have 
to get a little bit from 
Azerbaijan which is 
not a real democracy. 
So, they say the 
(resources) are full 
about 85 percent. So, 
in terms of supply, they 
come in the winter. 
But it will be more 
expensive. It would 
be more expensive 
and we have the 
additional energy resources cost 
and energy companies will use 
this to increase the prices on 
energy. So poor people will suffer 
and some companies will also 
suffer, because they also have 
this emergency plan that the 
companies have to limit energy 
consumption. So, some companies 
might close down and there will be 
more unemployment. But Europe 
will come to the winter, so it will 
be difficult, inflation, poor people 
will suffer, some companies will 
suffer and the Iran deal, as I said 
would be the best, one of the very 
good solutions to compensators, 
but as we discussed before, there 
is these political reasons and 
energy is not the only driving force 
here. 

You said that President Biden 
is more focused on domestic 
politics than international 
issues, especially with respect to 
the JCPOA. Do you think that he 
does not want to sign the JCPOA 
because he fears the political 
fallouts from signing the JCPOA?

He hesitates and he delays.
Do you think that would 

continue after the mid-terms? 
What will happen after the mid-
terms? 

that’s a good question. There is 
the real danger that it 
would be delayed until 
the next presidential 
elections and until 
the end of the next 
presidency. And we 
won’t have a deal for 
the next six years. 
Yes because the next 
president if it becomes 
a Republican, we won’t 
have a deal as well. So, 
it goes two years and 

then the next president, the JCPOA 
will be not the first thing that 
he wants to do in foreign policy. 
So, if it is a Democrat it might be 
easier than the Republican, if it’s 
a Republican, we won’t have a 
deal anyway. Under the president 
after the next one. So, it would be 
a disaster I tell you. It’s a very good 
question, it easily can happen. So, 
and not denying it, I am a strong 
supporter of the JCPOA, but if 
it would be implemented, that’s 
possible, it’s possible. 

Let’s ask you about the future 
of the deal, assuming that the 
deal would be signed. You know, 
the JCPOA was implemented for 
two years and it was in trouble 
for four years now. So, if they 
return to the deal, will it hold up?

Of course, aide from these 
political intricacies we talked 
about, let me say, it’s almost the 
final word. Every party to the deal 
wants a deal, there is no one who 
says we don’t want a deal, no one, 
including Iran, U.S., Europeans, 
China, Russia. They all say they 
want a deal. They all have benefits 
if you have a deal. So, there will be 
better trade with the European 
Union, it will improve Iran’s 
economy with sanctions relief, it 
will take out the fear about the 
threat of the nuclear proliferation, 
especially when it comes to the 
Americans and the Europeans, 
we will have more stability. And I 
would even argue, maybe some 
would say not, it will be the basis 
for regional cooperation, and you 
have more regional stability. So, 
if it takes this, it would be logical 
to have a deal and it would be 
logical that it would be sustained. 
Of course, then you have these 
political intricacies, you have Israel 
opposing this; you have political 
opposition, they don’t think that 
ways. Let me say one word which 
is very difficult to understand 
for me it’s more general, basic 
point. Right? Why there is so 
negative speaking between the 
US and Iran? The Americans 
always say it’s a hostage crisis. 
So, the hostage humiliated 
them. There was no casualty in 
the hostage crisis. It was bad 
for the Americans of course. 
But if you look, for example, on 
Vietnam, with the Vietnam war 
60,000 American casualties. 
And in 1995, the Americans 
resumed diplomatic relations 
with Vietnam. Vietnam is still a 
communist country. Vietnam is 
not a Jeffersonian democracy. But 
they have got relations. And there 
was almost no foreign minister of 
the last American presidents or 
vice presidents who did not visit 
Vietnam. Of course, it’s about 
China, because they want to have 
it. But still I had the idea the best 
thing President Biden should 
do is that big step, to resume or 
start diplomatic relations with 
Iran. Then you have all these 
details, these more questions 
that would be easier to resolve. 
You have embassies, you have 
dual communications, you avoid 
misunderstandings, you decrease 
prejudices. So, I think that would 
be the best thing for President 
Biden. 

Woman weightlifter 
Hosseini aims to 
shine at Olympics
TEHEAN – Iranian woman weightlifter 

Elham Hosseini is going to shine in the World 
Championships and Olympic Games. 

She made history in the 2022 Asian Weightlifting 
Championships on Friday by winning a gold medal in 
the women’s 81kg weight class.

Hosseini snatched the gold by lifting 227kg in 
total. 

Japanese Motoka Nakajima seized the silver 
by lifting 100kg in the snatch, 123kg in the clean 
and jerk and 223kg in total. Aisha Omarova of 
Kazakhstan won the bronze medal with 93kg in the 
snatch, 124kg in the clean and jerk and 217kg in total. 

“It was not an easy job to win the gold medal since 
I was injured five months ago but I could take part 
in the competition and win the gold,” Hosseini said. 

Hosseini had finished fifth and sixth in her 
previous two attempts in the Asian Championships, 
and Iran had never won a senior continental medal 
of any color until today.

“I would like to thank you all who helped 
me in these years. I learned lessons from the 
championships and I want to win a medal in the 
World Weightlifting Championships and 2024 
Olympic Games,” she added.

After the launch of Iranian women’s weightlifting 
four years ago in Ahvaz, when the country’s Islamic 
rulers allowed women to lift on the platform for the 
first time alongside the men’s Fajr Cup competition, 
progress has not always been smooth.

Iran to celebrate 
15th National 
Paralympic Day
TEHRAN – Iran’s National Paralympic Committee 

(NPC) will celebrate the National Paralympic Day on 
Sunday for the 15th time. 

The National Paralympic Day was celebrated 
in Tehran in 2003 for the first time Iran’s NPC has 
marked the event every year since then. The NPC is 
getting ready to celebrate the Day for the 15th time 
to create more glorious memories for the children 
with disability. 

The event plays an important role in discovering 
the new talents and became part of the national 
calendar in 2016 following a Presidential order. 

The National Paralympic Day brings thousands 
of people with impairments across the country 
together to mark the event on Oct. 16. The video 
messages from the International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC) Presidents had been played in the 
previous editions.  

“Congratulation on Paralympic Day and I wish you 
the best for this event. Iran is a powerhouse country 
in Paralympic Movement. It’s very incredible to see 
what you’re doing in many different sports with 
so many good athletes,” Andrew Parsons said in a 
video message in 2019.

The attendees are able to experience a number 
of Para-sport activities and so many highly ranked 
officials have always joined the celebrations.

A total of 60,000 people took part at the Iran’s 
11th National Paralympic Day in 2018, a year 
before Covid-19 outbreak began. And it was a 
milestone event. 

The Iran’s NPC is taking the Paralympic Week very 
seriously and doing everything it can to hold the 
celebration in a splendid way. 

The National Paralympic Week is a symbol of 
solidarity of those who desire endeavor, dynamism, 
health, and individual & development within society.   

Wilfried Lemke, Special Adviser to the 
United Nations Secretary-General on Sport for 
Development and Peace, attended the celebration 
in 2014 and played table tennis and wheelchair 
basketball with the Iranian Para athletes. 

He was joined by Tarek Souei, the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Asian Paralympic Committee, in 
Tehran’s Azadi Stadium.

Para-sports, such as football, powerlifting, 
shooting, boccia and archery were also 
demonstrated by the Iranian athletes in the day.

The main goals of the NPC are to introduce the 
Paralympic Movement to Iranian society, contribute 
to the inclusion of people with disabilities, change 
attitudes towards people with disabilities and 
provide them with social opportunities.

The NPC has held the event at the Olympic 
and Paralympic Academy in the Iranian capital 
Tehran due to COVID-19 restrictions in the 
last two years. 

Mahmoud Khosravi Vafa, President of Iran’s 
NPC, has said they want to register it as an 
International Day.

“The National Paralympic Day can be an 
inspiring day for all people with disabilities. 
Due to coronavirus restrictions, the day has 
been held symbolically in the previous two 
years but we will hold the ceremony with more 
participants when COVID-19 lockdown ends,” he 
said in the previous edition. 

Three-time archery champion Zahra Nemati, 
three-time gold medalist shooter Sareh 
Javanmardi and two-time gold medal winner 
sitting volleyballer Morteza Mehrzad have 
participated in the National Paralympic Day 
over the past years. Late Siamand Rahman, as 
the most powerful powerlifter in the world, 
was also attending the celebration and it shows 
that how important the Day is. 

Iran has progressed in Paralympic sports and 
turned into a powerhouse nation in the recent editions. 

In total, Iran has achieved 60 golds, 48 silvers 
and 45 bronzes since making its Paralympic 
debut at Seoul 1988.

Iran’s Women out of 
2022 FIBA 3x3  
Asia Cup
TEHRAN – Iran’s women’s team failed to book 

a place in the next stage of the 2022 FIBA 3x3 
Asia Cup.

The Iranian team suffered a narrow 8-7 against 
Malaysia. Iran also lost to Chinese Taipei 21-10 in Pool B. 

The 2022 FIBA 3×3 U-17 Asia Cup is being held in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from October 13 to 16

3x3 basketball is a variation of basketball 
played three-a-side, with one backboard and in a 
half-court setup.

Women go for medal 
in Olympics:  
Sajad Anoushiravani
TEHRAN - Iran Weightlifting Federation (IRIWF) 

interim President Sajad Anoushiravani said the 
National Olympic Committee said Iranian women 
can win medal in the 2024 Olympic Games. 

Elham Hosseini made a career-best 102kg in 
the snatch, equaled her best clean and jerk on 
125kg and totalled 227kg, up four kilograms on 
her previous best when she was sixth at last 
year’s International Weightlifting Federation 
World Championships.

Japan took the silver through 20-year-old 
Motoka Nakajima, who made 100-123-223, 
and the bronze went to Aisha Omarova from 
Kazakhstan on 93-124-217.

After congratulating Hosseini on her landmark 
result, he said: “We will be going for an Olympic 
medal now in Paris. This was a strong competition 
and Hosseini did very well.”

“We have a good plan for women’s weightlifting 
and it’s very important for us to take part in the 
Olympic Games for the first time, and to win a medal.

“We have 20 women in training camp and 
the IRIWF believes in continuous training,” 
Anoushiravani stated. 

Anoushiravani is hoping to become permanent 
President of the federation within three months.

Iran’s Men into  
2022 FIBA 3x3  
Asia Cup QF
TEHRAN – Iran’s men’s team booked a place in 

quarterfinals round of the 2022 FIBA 3x3 Asia Cup.
Iran defeated Thailand 21-9 in its first match 

but lost to powerhouse Japan with the same 
result in Pool A. 

Iran will meet Chinese Taipei in quarterfinals 
on Sunday. 

The Iranian women team has been already 
eliminated from the competition. 

The 2022 FIBA 3×3 U-17 Asia Cup is being held in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from October 13 to 16
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IRAN IN FOCUSJCPOA revival ensures 
stability: professor

By Mehran Shamsuddin
TEHRAN – Iran’s officialdom has moved to 

counter Western meddling in Iran’s internal 
affairs in the wake of a wave of unrest that 
engulfed the country in recent weeks.

The protests and the ensuing riots that 
erupted over the tragic death of Mahsa 
Amini presented the West with yet another 
opportunity to interfere in Iran’s internal 
affairs under the pretext of supporting the 
basic rights of a people suffering from the 
very sanctions imposed by the West. 

The death of Amini caused huge sorrow in 
Iran and understandably prompted some Iranian 
youth to take to the streets to protest the death 
of the young girl. This was understood by Iranian 
officials who sought to follow up the case and 
address any possible shortcomings. 

The West jumped in with inflammatory 
statements and sanctions that only severed to 
make the situation worse. The Iranian officials, 
while continuing to seek justice for Amini, 
have moved to highlight the West’s double 
standards in dealing with protests in Iran. 

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanaani has called on media outlets to address 
the labor strikes in France’s oil and gas sector, 
which indicated the double standards employed 
by the West in dealing with unrest. 

In remarks to state news agency IRNA, 
Kanaani pointed to the French authorities’ threat 
to forcibly end the strikes, saying this should be 
addressed by the media. 

“Labor strikes in France’s oil and gas sector 
and the French authorities’ threat to use force 
in order to put an end to the strikes deserve 
media coverage,” Kanaani said. 

Workers of French oil and gas giants have gone 
on strikes in the past two weeks, demanding 
salary increase amid a cost-of-living crisis. 

French officials have warned they would move to 
end strikes.

In a separate statement, Kanaani has 
slammed the French president’s allegations 
regarding Iran’s latest developments as 
political libeling and meddlesome, adding that 
the accusations embolden violence mongers 
and law breakers.

Kanaani also noted that Iran’s Constitution 
recognizes the right to peaceful gatherings, 
expressing surprise that the French president 
and some other officials in the European country 
are condemning security forces for dealing with 
acts of violence on the part of rioters and are 
urging the Iranian government to avoid resorting 
to force and to respect the rights of rioters.

He stressed that this comes as the French 
officials including the government spokesman in 
response to a strike by workers in the country’s oil 
and gas sector as well as refineries threaten the 
workers and say if they do not end their protests 
and industrial action, authorities would end them 
by force.

In the meantime, the United States 
openly interfered in Iran’s internal affairs 
by taking a variety of measures ranging 
from facilitating satellite-internet and 
meeting with anti-Iran elements to issuing 

statements in support of rioters. 
The Biden administration also imposed 

sanctions on Iran. In its latest meddlesome 
move, senior Biden officials invited anti-Iran 
activists to show support for riots in Iran. 

In Europe, meddlesome remarks keep 
flowing. Several European countries have 
egregiously supported riots in Iran. And the EU 
is reportedly preparing sanctions against Iran. 
This EU behavior was the subject of the latest 
conversation between the EU foreign policy 
chief, Josep Borrell, and Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir Abdollahian.

In his conversation with Borrell, Amir 
Abdollahian commented on the developments 
unfolding in Iran and said, “The death of Mahsa 
Amini is regrettable to all of us. In that regard, 
an accurate and scientific report has been 
presented by the Legal Medicine Organization 
under the aegis of a remarkable number of 
medical specialists and experts. Meanwhile, 
a judicial process is underway regarding the 
case. Of course, this case serves as a pretext 
for some Western officials. The question 
is: what has the West done in the face of 
hundreds of cases revolving around murder 
by police of women and children in Canada and 
the US, in particular? The most violent form of 
confrontation with riots cannot be seen as a 
good and acceptable action in Europe while the 
same action, which takes place within a legal 
framework in Iran, is counted as a crackdown,” 
according to the Iranian Foreign Ministry.

“Peaceful demands have nothing to do with 
riots, assassinations, arson, and terrorist 
operations,” he said.

The Islamic Republic of Iran, he said, is 
strongly backed by the people and an effective 
democracy, adding, “This is not a land of 
colorful or velvet coup d’états. Iran is an anchor 
of lasting stability and peace in the region.”

The West gives artificial respiration to rioters

“Bident 
hesitates 

and delays a 
restoration 

of the 
JCPOA.”



TEHRAN - Iranian Deputy 
Oil Minister for International 
Affairs Ahmad Asadzadeh has 
called on the members of the 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) 
to collaborate on developing 
energy infrastructure in order 
to expand ties, Shana reported 
on Saturday.

Speaking at the Russian 
Energy Week International 
Forum (REW) in Moscow, 
Asadzadeh presented some 
proposals such as the formation 
of energy consortia, the creation 
of a joint investment fund, etc., 
to strengthen the strategic ties 
among the countries of this 
region.

The official, who visited 
Moscow to attend the four-day 
event, underlined the necessity 
of strengthening EAEU’s Energy 
Secretariat for the promotion of 
energy projects in the countries 
of this region.

On the sidelines of the forum, 
Asadzadeh held bilateral 
meetings with Russian Energy 
Minister Nikolay Shulginov, 
head of Gazprom Neft Company 
and some energy ministers 
and company representatives 
attending REW.

Iran, Russia negotiating joint 
LNG production, exports

While in Russia, in an 
interview with Sputnik, the 
deputy oil minister announced 
negotiations with some Russian 
private companies to cooperate 
for the production of Liquified 
Natural Gas (LNG) in Iran in low 
volumes. 

“We are also very interested 
in working in the field of LNG,” 
he said, adding “We provide 
facilities, land, and cheap feed 
to investors in the LNG sector 
so that they can produce 
this product according to the 
conditions of the global market; 
this is a unique opportunity, and 
Iran declares its readiness to 

provide the necessary facilities 
to Russian investors in this 
field.”

 Iran able to deliver Russian 
gas to Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Turkey and Iraq 

The official also told Sputnik 
that the Islamic Republic is ready 
and able to deliver Russia’s gas 
to Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkey, 
Iraq, and other countries as part 
of the swap deal.

“Negotiations have taken 
place, the parties have 
exchanged agreements, there 
are only some problems related 
to the implementation, which 
will soon be resolved, and, I 
hope, we will be able to receive 
gas from Russia through the 

northern part of our country. 
Then this gas can be sent in 
swap supplies to other countries 
in the region, for example, 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Turkey, and 
Iraq, and can also go to the south 
of Iran for export to the Persian 
Gulf countries that need gas, 
and to the east of the country, to 
countries such as Pakistan and 
others,” Asadzadeh said.

According to Moscow, the 
swap supplies deal with Iran can 
cover five million tons of oil and 
up to 10 billion cubic meters of 
gas per year.

Tehran expects that Moscow 
will reach an agreement with 
Turkmenistan to transit gas 
to Iran in swap supply, in 
which case the swap deliveries 
will start by the end of 2022, 
according to Asadzadeh.

In July, Russian energy giant 
Gazprom and the National 
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding on strategic 
cooperation worth $40 billion. 
The accord suggested the 
possibility of interaction on the 
development of Iranian fields, 
the implementation of LNG 
projects, and the construction 
of gas pipelines.

TEHRAN- The head of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Railways (known as RAI) said that the 
current government pays special attention to 
the transportation diplomacy in the railway 
sector.

Miad Salehi said, “Last year, thanks to 
the grace of God, we broke the record of 
rail transit, the record of exports from rail 
borders and the total number of international 
transports in the history of railways.”

Stating that the development of railway 
lines is on the agenda in the current 
government, the head of the railways 
said: “Part of the requirements of railway 
development is the updating of equipment 
and special attention to the employees, and 
we are trying to take greater steps in these 
fields in the second year of the government.”

The development of the railway sector 
is one of the macro policies of the Iranian 
government as it has been emphasized by 
the general policies of the country’s National 
Development Plan.

In this regard, the national railway fleet has 
been constantly receiving new domestically-
made locomotives and wagons over the past 
two years under the framework of a program 
implemented by the Transport Ministry in 
collaboration with the country’s private 
sector.

Advantages such as consuming less fuel and 
creating less pollution as well as high safety 
attach priority to the railway when compared 
to some other transportation systems, and 
makes its development economically viable.

When it comes to railway development, the 

renovation of existing infrastructures comes 
also under the spotlight, since according to 
RAI, currently, the average age of the country’s 
passenger and freight wagons stands at 24 
years and there are also rail tracks that have 
been built over 50 years ago.

TEHRAN- TEDPIX, the main index 
of Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), 
lost 1,895 points to 1.317 million on 
Saturday.

As reported, over 6.307 billion 
securities worth 31.491 trillion 
rials (about $108.5 million) were 
traded at the TSE on Saturday.

The first market’s index dropped 
1,822 points and the second 
market’s index lost 2,499 points.

TEDPIX gained over 7,000 points 
in the past Iranian calendar week 
(ended on Friday).

TSE is one of 
the four Iranian stock exchanges, 
the other three ones are 
Iran Mercantile Exchange 
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange 
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market, known 
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Unprecedented fluctuations 
in the Iranian stock market 
over the past few months have 
led shareholders, experts, and 
scholars to call for the government 
to increase its support for the 
market.

Following the rising concerns 
over the market conditions, in early 
April, the Government Economic 
Coordination Headquarters, in its 
216th meeting, approved some 
new directives for regulating the 
stock market.

An Iranian capital market analyst 
believes that various internal and 
external factors have contributed 
to the current downward trend 
in the stock market and no single 
person or entity is at fault for the 
situation.

“The current situation in the 
capital market (the decline in the 
market index) cannot be attributed 
to a specific person, organization 
or institution; Rather, various 
factors have come together and 
created the basis for such a trend 
in the market,” Shahin Cheraghi 
told IRNA.

Emphasizing that internal and 
external factors such as rising 
bank interest rates, global price 
reductions, and JCPOA negotiations 
have had an impact on the recent 
market trend, he added: “It cannot 
be claimed that the recent drop in 

the stock market index was caused 
by the actions of the government.”

According to the expert, the 
uncertainty about the JCPOA 
negotiation process has led to 
investors’ doubts about injecting 
their funds into different markets.

“We have had predicted the 
creation of such an atmosphere 
for the market some time ago,” he 
said.

Cheraghi underlined the 
decrease in liquidity inflow as 
another factor influencing the 
current fluctuation of the capital 
market and said: “The country’s 
economy is an interconnected 
complex, on one hand, the 
government and the central bank 
are worried about the liquidity 
growth in the country’s economy, 
and on the other hand, they have 
increased interest rates which has 
led investors to deposit their funds 
in banks which is creating more 
liquidity.”

“We have experienced such 
events and their impact on capital 
market transactions in the past; 

Other issues such as global prices 
have also affected the stock 
market trend so that during the 
last three months caused the 
market index to drop significantly,” 
he added.

Although, the secretary general 
of Iran Chamber of Commerce, 
Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA)’s Money and Capital 
Market Committee has said the 
future of the stock market is 
expected to be more positive 
compared to other markets.

“In the future, we will see 
the improvement of the trading 
situation and the reduction of 
the fluctuations in this market,” 
Mohsen Yeganeh has told IRNA.

“Considering the strong 
potentials in the capital market 
and their reliance on the economic 
potentials of the country, the 
ingredients for the growth of 
the stock market are available, 
but until the risks created in 
the country’s economy are not 
resolved, we will still witness some 
fluctuations in the capital market,” 
he added.

from page 1   empower knowledge-based 
companies as a step forward to materialize the 
goal of the year which is “Knowledge-based 
Production and Job Creation” as the economy is 
fighting the U.S. sanctions.

Back in April, Iranian Industry, Mining, 
and Trade Minister Reza Fatemi-Amin said 
supporting knowledge-based products was 
one of the country’s new priorities in setting 
foreign trade policies for the current Iranian 

calendar year.

Over the past couple of years, the concept 
of ‘knowledge-based company’ has changed 
to ‘knowledge-based society’, meaning that 
supporting knowledge-based companies will 
lead to many social and economic advantages 
for the public.

The number of knowledge-based companies 
has increased from around 50 in 2013 to more 
than 5,700 in the previous Iranian calendar year.

Currently, many knowledge-based companies 
are active in different fields, ranging from 
information and communication technology to 
health, agriculture, and energy.

Various knowledge-based companies 
have made advancements in different fields, 
however, the level of progress in the fields of 
health, ICT, agriculture, and energy has been 
more noticeable. Of course, other sectors such 
as the automotive industry have removed many 
bottlenecks so far.

TEHRAN – Iran and Kazakhstan have 
reached an agreement to resume oil swap 
between the two countries, the portal of 
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, 
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) reported.

The decision was made during the visit 
of President Ebrahim Raisi to Astana 
for attending the 6th summit of the 
Conference on Interaction and Confidence 
Building Measures in Asia (CICA).

Iran started swapping crude oil with 
Kazakhstan a decade ago, but the Iranian 

government halted the shipments, 
reportedly because the deal did not allow 
it to benefit proportionally from rising oil 
prices.

TEHRAN – Deputy Head of Iran Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture 
(ICCIMA) has stressed the need for opening 
new trade offices in Europe and focusing on 
non-sanctioned areas for the expansion of 
trade with the continent, the ICCIMA portal 
reported.

Speaking in a meeting with heads of joint 
chambers with European countries, Alireza 
Yavari expressed regret that some European 
countries have cut off or limited their 
relations with Iran even in non-sanctioned 
areas under the pretext of sanctions, saying: 
“The active operation of joint chambers in 
these countries can change these conditions 
for the benefit of the country and the private 
sector.”

Yavari emphasized that the current policy 
of ICCIMA is to establish trade offices instead 
of trade centers in foreign and European 
countries. 

“For example, the buildings of Bank Melli 
and Bank Saderat Iran in Paris, which are 

currently abandoned, can be activated as 
trade offices. Since trade offices can operate 
independently and their profits and losses 
are defined independently of the ICCIMA, they 
will definitely function better,” he explained.

Referring to his meetings with some 
ambassadors and business advisers of other 
countries, the official said: “In these meetings, 
some important points were raised. Among 
other things, most joint chambers do not have 
any foreign members from the country with 
which they have formed the chamber; in this 
regard, it was suggested that adopting the 
strategies of German or Italian joint chambers 
in attracting members from the opposite 
country in the board of directors should be 
put on the agenda of all joint chambers.”

Further in the meeting, Ahmad Pourfallah, 
the head of the Iran-Italy joint chamber of 
commerce, referred to some expectations 
of the joint chambers from ICCIMA and said: 
“One of our primary demands is that joint 
chambers not be ignored in foreign relations 
and the exchanges of business delegations.”

Abbas-Ali Qasa’i, the head of the Iran-
Germany joint chamber, also pointed out that 
before the sanctions, about 100 large German 
companies started considering investment in 
the country, saying: “the investments of these 
companies in Iran are still undecided and they 
are waiting for the green light to return to the 
country and continue their activities.”

TEHRAN- The value of export from Qazvin province 
rose 49 percent in the first six of the current Iranian 
calendar year (March 21- September 22), as compared 
to the same period of time in the previous year, a 
provincial official announced.

Reza Nikravesh, the director-general of the province’s 
customs department, said that 483,000 tons of 
commodities worth $346 million were exported from 
Qazvin in the first half of the present year, indicating 
also 28 percent growth in terms of weight.

He named ribbed rebar, copper wire, petroleum oils, 
washing and cleaning materials and steel sheets as the 
major exported items in the six-month period.

Stating that Qazvin province exports products 
to 59 countries, Nikravesh added: “Iraq, Turkey, 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and the UAE are the five main 
export destinations of Qazvin province’s products in 
the present year, among them Iraq is considered the 
biggest export destination of goods of the province, 
as 33 percent of the products were exported to this 
country.”

The data released by Islamic Republic of Iran Customs 
Administration (IRICA) showed that the value of Iran’s 
non-oil export rose 13.3 percent during the first half 
of the present year, as compared to the same period of 
time in the past year. 

Based on an IRICA report, the country’s six-month 
non-oil exports stood at 51.783 million tons valued at 
$24.251 billion, with a 12.5-percent decline in weight.

Liquefied propane, methanol, liquefied butane, 

liquefied natural gas and film grade polyethylene were 
the main exported products in the said time span, 
accounting for 25.6 percent of the total value of the 
exports.

Major export destinations of the Iranian non-oil 
goods were China with $7.842 billion of imports, Iraq 
with $3.382 billion, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
with $3.112 billion, Turkey with $2.626 billion, and India 
with $904 million.

According to IRICA data, the Islamic Republic has also 
imported 16.32 million tons of non-oil commodities 
worth $26.31 billion in the first six months of the 
present year, with a 13.15-percent growth in value and a 
14.72-percent decrease in weight, year on year.

The first five items of goods imported into the 

country in the first half of this year include rice, wheat, 
maize, soybeans and mobile phones. The mentioned 
items accounted for 20.63 percent of the total import 
value during this period.

The United Arab Emirates with $7.206 billion was the 
top exporter to Iran in the said period, followed by China 
with $6.846 billion, Turkey with $2.680 billion, India 
with $1.380 billion, and Russia with $876 million worth 
of exports.

Reportedly, the value of Iran’s non-oil trade rose 13.2 
percent during the first six months of the present year, 
as compared to the same period of time in the past year.

Iran traded 68.103 million tons of non-oil products 
worth $50.282 billion with other countries in the 
mentioned period.
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Frustration at 
Ukrainian “welfare” 
refugees in Europe

from page 1   But frustration 
is also growing that Ukrainian 
refugees are receiving financial 
help, free accommodation and 
many other benefits while 
ordinary Europeans must pay 
more.

For example, according to the 
British government, Ukrainian 
refugees can access Universal 
Credit (cash handouts) and 
jobs support immediately. 
They are also eligible for 
Housing Benefit, Pension 
Credit, Personal Independence 
Payment, Child Disability Living 
Allowance and an Allowance 
for carers, and Attendance 
Allowance. Contributions-
based Employment and Support 
Allowance and Jobseeker’s 
Allowance, free translation 
services are also available.

The hypocrisy of course is 
that the wars on Syria, Iraq 
and Afghanistan - led by the 
U.S., the UK and EU countries 
- triggered a flood of refugees 
who were entitled to little or 
zero services. They were barred 
food and accommodation to the 
extent that many of the refugees 
complained the situation was 
better in war zones at home. 
Ukrainian refugees can expect 
to receive upwards of €400 per 
month of cash handouts whereas 
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan refugees 
complained of receiving some €30 
per month in financial assistance.

The growing social resilience 
towards Ukrainian immigrants 
among the middle class of 
European societies can be 
reflected in Germany where 
the country’s opposition leader 
Friedrich Merz recently accused 
Ukrainian refugees of taking 
advantage of the social welfare 
system by seeking protection in 
the country.

“What we’re seeing is welfare 
tourism on the part of these 
refugees to Germany, back 
to Ukraine, to Germany, back 
to Ukraine,” Merz, the leader 
of the center-right Christian 
Democrats, told Bild TV in an 
interview, adding that “a large 
number” of the more than 1.1 
million Ukrainian refugees 
registered in Germany were 
milking the state. “We have a 
problem here that’s getting 
worse.”

Merz pointed out that it was 
“unfair” for Berlin to pay for the 
heat in the homes of Ukrainian 
refugees while at the same time 
many working-class Germans 

simply cannot afford their 
energy bills. “It is unfair and the 
population is right to consider it 
unfair,” he said.

Germans are becoming more 
and more concerned about the 
impact of the Ukraine war on their 
country’s economy, in particular, 
the skyrocketing prices of gas. 
The Covid crisis and the West’s 
sanctions on the Russian energy 
sector means the price of oil 
and gas has in some European 
countries more than doubled, if 
not tripled.

Merz’s comments are a shift 
with his previous comments that 
backed the government’s support 
for Ukrainian refugees. His party, 
the Christian Democratic Union, 
has seen a growing lead in the 
polls.

Many municipalities in 
Germany have reportedly become 
completely overwhelmed with 
the accommodation and care for 
refugees from Ukraine, which 
hosts around one million. Two-
thirds of these refugees are 
housed in private accommodation 
or have rented their own 
apartments, making it a heavy 
burden.

The cost of railway tickets for 
instance have also seen incredible 
hikes in some European countries. 
That has been met with the 
utmost anger of commuters. This 
is while train operators across 
Europe have been offering free 
rail transport to Ukrainians. 
Passengers with a Ukrainian 
passport or ID card are exempt 

from rail ticket charges in Poland, 
Germany, Austria, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, 
France, Belgium, and Denmark.

After Russia, Poland is 
widely believed to host the 
most Ukrainian refugees, but 
the prolonging of the war with 
the fluid supply of Western 
weapons has taken a heavy toll 
on Warsaw. Poles say they no 
longer want to support Ukrainian 
refugees for free. Authorities 
who had helped the refugees 
free of charge by providing them 
with accommodation are now 
increasingly refusing such help.

Polish media have cited human 
rights ombudsman Marcin Vincek 
as warning that many refugees 
could end up homeless. Poles 
cannot continue to help because of 
the costs. Recently, their financial 
situation has often worsened due 
to high inflation and rising prices, 
as well as a significant increase 
in the cost of maintaining an 
apartment or residential building.

Since the outbreak of violence 
at the end of February, around 
seven million Ukrainians have 
arrived in Poland, of which 1.7 
million are still residing there.

Now reports have emerged that 
frustration is growing among 
the Dutch who see Ukrainian 
refugees heating their homes 
free of charge while inflation 
in the Netherlands jumped in 
September to its highest in 
decades, driven by skyrocketing 
energy prices. That’s according to 
the statistics agency (CBS).

Holland’s consumer prices rose 
to 17.1% this month after August’s 
jump to 13.7% and energy prices 
in the euro zone’s fifth largest 
economy were 114% higher than 
in September 2021, while food 
prices jumped 10.5%.

Mass demonstrations and 
protests are now taking place in 
European countries, especially 
in Germany, France and the 
Czech Republic, in which people 
are demanding politicians to 
withdraw from NATO and end 
the war in Ukraine. Just days ago, 
thousands of protesters gathered 
in central Paris to call for an end 
to France’s membership of NATO.

Last month, an estimated 
70,000 people demonstrated in 
the Czech capital Prague against 
their government, calling on the 
ruling coalition to do more to 
control soaring energy prices and 
voicing strong opposition to the 
European Union and NATO, while 
chanting slogans in support of 
Russia.

Protests are also growing 
against the shipments of arms 
to the warzones. They call for 
resumption of peace talks which 
were held temporarily in March 
between Russian and Ukrainian 
delegations. However, Western 
governments do not appear to be 
interested in ending this conflict, 
despite the massive toll it is 
taking on the public.

Experts say this will backfire 
against the position of these 
Western governments as they 
are beginning to lose power one 
by one with voters angry at the 
record inflation levels.

At the end of the day, Ukrainians 
and ethnic Russians have suffered 
the human costs of the war 
and the damage to their homes 
and infrastructure. However, as 
the war drags out, the mood is 
changing in Europe from one of 
sympathy towards Ukrainian 
refugees to what is turning out to 
be growing annoyance.

There is little the Europeans 
can afford in terms of living costs. 
The number of people falling into 
poverty is rising dramatically and 
the war in Ukraine is raging on. 

As the European middle-
class see Ukrainian refugees 
enjoying the benefits that they 
are deprived of, there is fear that 
anti-refugee sentiment emerge 
across the continent, and as 
history has shown the far right 
political parties use the issue for 
political gains.

The Joe Biden administration will 
send $725 million in more weapons and 
other military equipment to Ukraine, the 
White House announced on Friday. The 
arms shipment is expected to contain 
munitions, including more rounds for the 
High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems 
(HIMARS), and military vehicles but no 
new significant capabilities or counter 
air-defenses.

Russia’s wide scale bombings across 
the country have spurred NATO states 
to provide more weapons which will keep 
the war going. This brings the total U.S. 
military aid provided to Ukraine, since 
the war began, to $17.5 billion. So far, the 
US has pledged over $67 billion, in mostly 
military aid, to fund Ukraine during this 
war, that figure is greater than Russia’s 
entire 2021 military budget.

This is the first new arms package 
announced after Moscow began its 
major missile and air attacks against 
civilian infrastructure, including energy 
and communication systems. Moscow’s 
escalated air campaign came in response 
to increased Ukrainian attacks on 
Russian territory, including the truck 
bombing of the Kerch bridge which 
killed three people. The bridge connects 
Crimea to Russia. Although the US is 
reluctant to send long range weapons 
to Ukraine over concerns they could be 

used to attack Russian territory, both 
the State Department and the Pentagon 
have signed off on the attacks against 
Crimea as well as Russia’s newly annexed 
territories.

The new aid falls under the Presidential 
Drawdown Authority (PDA) which 
allows Biden to send weapons directly 
from US military stockpiles without 
Congressional approval. This is the 
second PDA shipment during the 2023 
fiscal year, it comes from the stop-gap 
funding bill which authorized $3.7 billion 
for the PDA and approximately $16 billion 
in total aid for Ukraine.

Russia now holds approximately 20% 
of Ukraine and threatens to expand the 
war as a result of Washington’s provision 
of longer-range weapons to Kiev such as 
the HIMARS. The US has sent 16 HIMARS 
to Kiev and recently approved the 
provision of an additional 18 launchers.

The new weapons aid is “not expected 
to include material to defeat missile 
attacks like the ones seen over the 
last week, it was designed to bolster 
Ukraine’s ability to beat back Russia 
in the counter offensive that has 
yielded large territorial gains in recent 
weeks,” an official told Reuters. The 
Biden administration recently said they 
would expedite the delivery of National 
Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile 

Systems (NASAMS).
This announcement comes amid 

rising tensions over NATO’s proxy war 
and during a meeting of the alliance’s 
defense ministers. More arms shipments 
are being announced by European NATO 
members.

“The British government said last week 
it would provide missiles for advanced 
NASAM anti-aircraft systems that the 
Pentagon plans to send to Ukraine. Britain 
also is sending hundreds of drones and 
18 howitzer artillery guns. Germany has 
sent the first of four promised IRIS-T 
air defense systems, France pledged 
more artillery, antiaircraft systems and 
missiles, the Netherlands said it would 
send missiles, and Canada is planning 
to send winter equipment, drone 
cameras and satellite communications,” 
the Washington Post reported.

Biden has recently acknowledged 
that the war in Ukraine, escalated and 
prolonged by his policies, has brought 
the world close to nuclear “Armageddon.” 
Turkey is attempting to arrange peace 
talks between the West and Russia. 
Moscow has publicly indicated interest, 
even entertaining talks between Putin 
and Biden, but both the White House and 
the State Department have dismissed 
the offers.

(Source: antiwar.com)

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
has already suffered a defeat in Ukraine, 
associated with the collapse of the 
Western project to turn Ukraine into 
“anti-Russia”, Russia’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alexander Grushko said in an 
interview with TASS.

“NATO has already been defeated in 
Ukraine. This defeat is connected with 

the collapse of the project of turning 
Ukraine into ‘anti-Russia’,”Grushko said.

On October 11, before a meeting of 
defense ministers of the countries of the 
alliance, NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg said that Russia’s victory 
in the conflict in Ukraine would mean a 
defeat for NATO, noting that the alliance 
should not allow it.

‘Enough,’ says Biden 
after shooting leaves 
5 dead in North 
Carolina

US President Joe Biden said on Friday that 
he and first lady Jill Biden were grieving for the 
families of victims killed in a North Carolina 
shooting, renewing calls to the Senate to pass 
a ban on assault weapons.  

“Jill and I are grieving with the families in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, whose loved ones 
were killed and wounded in yet another 
mass shooting in America,” Biden said in a 
statement.

He was referring to a shooting that left five 
people dead, including one off-duty police 
officer, in Raleigh city on Thursday. Two others 
were injured.

The shooter, 15, is in custody. A handgun and 
a long gun were recovered after the shooting, 
CNN reported.

“We are thinking of yet another community 
shaken and shattered as they mourn the loss 
of friends and neighbors, including an off-
duty police officer,” said Biden. “Enough. We’ve 
grieved and prayed with too many families 
who have had to bear the terrible burden of 
these mass shootings.”

The US president pointed to his past efforts 
to stop gun violence in the country, including 
the signing of the most significant gun safety 
law in nearly 30 years.

“But, we must do more. We must pass 
an assault weapons ban. The American 
people support this commonsense action to 
get weapons of war off our streets. House 
Democrats have already passed it. The Senate 
should do the same. Send it to my desk and I’ll 
sign it,” said Biden.

Burkina Faso’s 
coup leader 
appointed 
transitional 
president

A national meeting Friday in Burkina Faso 
endorsed coup leader, Capt. Ibrahim Traore, as 
the transitional president, two weeks after he 
led a second coup in eight months in the West 
African country.

About 300 delegates, including 
representatives from the army and police, 
customary and religious organizations, civil 
society, trade unions and parties met in the 
nation’s capital of Ouagadougou to discuss 
plans to steer the country back to democratic 
rule. 

The national forum “appointed Traore 
transition president,” said Omega Radio. Traore 
is expected to lead the country until elections 
in July 2024, according to the transitional 
charter. Last month, Traore, 34, led a group 
of disgruntled soldiers who deposed Lt. Col. 
Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba who had seized 
power in January.

Hunger likely to claim 
a life every 36 seconds 
in East Africa, aid 
group warns

One person is likely to die of hunger every 
36 seconds between now and the end of the 
year in drought-ravaged East Africa as the 
worst-hit areas hurtle toward famine, an 
international humanitarian agency warned on 
Friday.

In a statement, Oxfam International said 
that the situation in Somalia, Ethiopia, and 
Kenya is “deteriorating fast.”

“In Somalia, it is the worst hunger crisis 
in living memory, with the number of people 
experiencing acute hunger already surpassing 
the number affected in the famine of 2011, 
when more than a quarter of a million people 
died. Almost one in six people in Somalia are 
now facing extreme hunger,” the statement 
said.

“Large parts of the region have suffered 
four failed rainy seasons – with a fifth likely to 
unfold over the next three months – as climate 
change has decimated crops and forced 
pastoralists to abandon their traditional way 
of life,” it added.

Oxfam said the crisis had been exacerbated 
in many places by conflict, the fallout from 
COVID-19, and by rising food prices due in part 
to the war in Ukraine.

Oxfam data “suggests that the rate at which 
people in Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya are 
dying of hunger has increased since May when 
it estimated that a person was dying every 48 
seconds and dangerous delays in providing 
aid to millions on the brink of starvation,” the 
statement said.

It said that across the four countries in East 
Africa, more than 6 million children face or are 
already suffering from acute malnutrition.

Last month, the UN said that famine would 
occur in some parts of Somalia, especially in 
the country’s South West State as the state 
administrative capital, Baidoa alone is now 
hosting nearly a million newly displaced 
people who fled from the drought in search of 
food and water.

In late 2021, the Somali government 
declared the drought a “national emergency.”

Strikes in France 
continue as fuel 
shortages grow
Strikes at French oil refineries continued on 

Friday despite an agreement between one of 
the labor unions and TotalEnergies. 

The deal, for a 7% wage increase and bonus 
payment to the workers, was dismissed as 
insufficient by the main union, the General 
Confederation of Labor (CGT), which intends to 
continue the strikes.

However, the CGT suffered a legal defeat 
when an administrative court on Friday rejected 
an injunction it filed after the government 
decided earlier this week to force back to work 
striking workers at the Port-Jerome-sur-Seine 
refinery of Esso-ExxonMobil in Normandy. 

Faced with the government’s coercive 
measures, the CGT decided on Thursday, 
together with other unions and youth 
movements, to extend the protests to other 
occupations on Oct. 18. In a press release, 
the union said its goal was to advocate for an 
increase in wages, pensions, and benefits and 
to improve living conditions.

Meanwhile, bottlenecks at French gas 
stations persist, particularly in the north of the 
country where in some places, motorists have 
had to wait in line for up to four hours, reported 
regional daily La Voix du Nord. There have also 
been brawls between exasperated gas buyers.

In an interview with French broadcaster 
RTL, Economy Minister Bruno Le Maire said 
on Thursday ruled out any extensions to an 
ongoing government fuel rebate, amounting 
to €0.30 per liter, beyond Nov. 1.

However, he said that if prices rise further, 
he would consider supporting motorists who 
“have no choice but to drive to work.”
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from page 1   The earliest 
evidence of human occupation 
within the Iranian plateau comes 
primarily from archaeological 
remains in caves and rock shelters 
that date to the Early Paleolithic, 
circa 45,000 BC.

These early inhabitants lived 
in a very dynamic environment 
that required a mobile hunter-
gatherer lifestyle. It was only 
after a few thousand years that 
these short-lived camps began 
to develop into longer-term 
sedentary settlements near rivers 
and freshwater springs. Some 
of the world’s earliest open-air 
settlements are in Iran and date 
back around 10,000 years.

This period marks the beginning 
of the Neolithic revolution, 
characterized by the expansion 
of agricultural communities and 
increasing social complexity, 
with consequent innovations in 
material culture, in particular the 
development of pottery.

Around 5000 BC, people began 
mining and manipulating the 
region’s abundant metal resources, 
especially copper. Known as the 
Chalcolithic, this period lasted until 
around 3500 BC, when metallurgy 
became much more sophisticated 
by adding tin to produce bronze, 
marking the beginning of the 
Bronze Age.

Over the next 2,000 years, bronze 
technology became the primary 
material for the production of 
high-ranking weapons and ships; 
meanwhile, pottery continued 
to be refined and elaborate. 
Around 1500 BC, iron began to be 
exploited alongside bronze for 
weapons production, marking 
the transition period to the Iron 
Age and subsequent cities/states 
that began to consolidate their 
influence over a wider region.

Some of these regional powers 
are known as the Elamites, whose 
capital was in the southwestern 
city of Susa, the Babylonians 
and Assyrians of Mesopotamia, 
the Hittites of Anatolia and the 
Scythians of the northern Caspian 
Sea. It was during this period that 
the first Indo-Iranians moved to 
the Iranian plateau and from which 
arose the first great empire of Iran, 
the Medes.

 Median Empire (c. 728–550 BC)
The Median Empire is 

considered the first Iranian empire, 
whose central area was in the 
northwestern part of Iran, near the 
Caspian Sea. The influence of this 
civilization spread over a wide area, 
from western Turkey to northern 
Pakistan.

The Medians were united 
under Cyaxares, who was able 
to consolidate power among 
several tribal groups that routinely 
waged hostile campaigns against 
rival kingdoms, such as Assyria, 

Babylon, and Nineveh. It was not 
long, however, before Median 
influence waned and a new Iranian 
empire was born, known as the 
Achaemenids.

Achaemenid Empire (c. 550 - 
330 BC)

The Achaemenid Empire was 
founded by Cyrus the Great and 
was the first Iranian political 
government from 559 BC to 330 
BC. During this period, the Greeks 
named this Persian civilization, 
named after the Achaemenid 
capital in the southwestern city of 
Pars.

The Achaemenid Empire 
expanded into Central and 
Southwest Asia through a series 
of military campaigns. To the 
west, Cyrus defeated Lydia’s 
king Croesus in 546 BC, who 
secured power in Armenia, Asia 
Minor and the Greek colonies. To 
the east, Cyrus defeated Partia 
and Bactriana. After conquering 
Babylon in 539 BC and releasing 
all the Jews who were being held 
captive, was mentioned in the book 
of Isaiah.

Darius I took control of the 
Empire after Cyrus’ successor, 
his son, committed suicide. Like 
Cyrus, Darius became a powerful 
leader, pursuing the will of the 
Achaemenid Empire over a vast 
territory. After his death in 486 BC. 
However, by 300 BC, the empire 
was becoming vulnerable to the 
outside world and would soon 
fall to a powerful western power, 
Greece.

 Seleucid Empire (c. 330 - 150 
BC)

Under the leadership of the 
famous Macedonian soldier 
Alexander the Great, the Greek and 
Iranian peoples were united. As a 
result of a large influx of Greeks 
into Iran, they brought with them a 
Hellenistic artistic tradition, which 
ultimately influenced much of 
Iranian art and architecture during 
this period.

In the years following the death 
of Alexander the Great in 323 BC 
the vast empire was divided and 
placed under the power of its 

generals. One of these generals 
was Seleucus, who died at the end 
of the 4th century BC succeeded 
in consolidating much of Iran 
into what became known as the 
Seleucid Empire. In the year 247 
BC. However, in 300 BC, Arsaces 
I led a revolt against the Seleucid 
government and later founded an 
independent dynasty known as the 
Parthians.

 Parthian Empire (c. 250 BC–
226 CE)

Like many of the empires before 
it, the Parthians became yet 
another influential Near Eastern 
empire between 247 BC and 226 CE. 
The Parthians managed to cultivate 
extensive trade relations with 
Central Asia and China; however, 
they came into significant conflict 
with the eastward expansion of the 
Romans.

On several attempts, the Romans 
tried to conquer the Parthian 
Empire but failed until the reign of 
the Roman Emperor, Trajan. In 116 
CE, Trajan won battles in Armenia 
and Babylonia and eventually took 
over the Parthian capital in Susa, 
Iran. Shortly thereafter, Trajan’s 
successor Hadrian returned the 
territories back to their previous 
rulers. In 224 CE, the Parthian 
king was overthrown, and the new 
Sassanid dynasty was established.

 Sassanian Empire (c. 226 CE 
-650)

Sassanian means dominion 
of the Aryans (Iranians). The 
Sassanian Empire is considered 
one of the most influential periods 
in Iran and the last great empire 
before the coming of Islam.

Sassanian influence can be seen 
in art from China and India. The 
Sassanian Empire tried to revive the 
Iranian culture and traditions and 
also tried to eradicate the Greek 
cultural presence in the region. The 
main religion during the Sassanian 
rule was Zoroastrianism, based 
on the teachings ascribed to the 
prophet, Zoroaster.

Religion placed a strong 
emphasis on the principles of 
Good and Evil. The end of the 
Sassanian period came in 631 CE 

when an area spanning from Spain 
to India underwent a permanent 
transformation under the 
influence of an emerging cultural 
and religious movement, known as 
the Islamic conquest.

 Early Islam (c. 651 CE- 1000)

Between the years 660 CE to 
750, Iran came under the authority 
of the Umayyad dynasty, which 
acted to consolidate Muslim unity 
through Islamic Law and Sharia.

By 750 CE, the Abbasid 
government, from its seat in the 
Mesopotamian city of Baghdad, 
began exerting its influence over 
the Iranian plateau. Nevertheless, 
over succeeding centuries of 
Islamic rule, semi-autonomous 
dynasties continued to control 
different regions of the country.

One of the most influential 
dynasties under the Abbasid 
government was the Tahrids. The 
Tahrid’s capital was located in 
Merv, situated in the providence 
of Turkmenistan, east of the 
Caspian Sea. However, in 820 CE, 
the capital was moved to Nishapur 
(Neyshabur) in the Khorasan 
region of eastern Iran.

 The Seljuks (c. 1000 CE- 1218)

Iran at this time was not 
influenced by Islamic art and 
architecture to the west, but rather 
was more influenced by Central 
Asia. In 1000 CE, the Seljuks led 
a campaign into Transoxia in 
Turkmenistan, which facilitated 
the establishment of greater 
Central Asian influence.

By the end of the 10th century 
CE, the Seljuks controlled the 
majority of Central Asia. Many 
cosmopolitan cities were 
subsequently established along 
the major thoroughfares of trade 
and communication, known as the 
Silk Road, leading from China to the 
Mediterranean.

The Mongols (c. 1218 - 1334)

Unified under the rule of Genghis 
Khan in the 13th century CE, these 
equestrian experts spread from 
the Central Asian country of 
Mongolia, thus becoming known as 
the Mongol invasion. The Mongols 
were an alliance of several tribes 
from the region and unified to 
form one of the largest empires 
the world has ever known.

Under their violent reign, they 
controlled a region from Eastern 
Europe to Indonesia. By 1294, the 
Mongol Empire was split into four 
different regions. One of the four 
dynasties under the Ilkhanate rule 
included Iran, as well as parts of 
Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The Mongol Empire ended in 
1334 under the rule of Genghis 
Khan’s grandson, Mongke Khan. 
The widespread destruction left 
in the wake of this empire can be 
seen all over Iran in locations such 
as Rey and Susa.

TEHRAN- On Friday evening, 
winners of the 15th national festival 
of Iranian Ash were honored at 
the closing ceremony of the event, 
dedicated to the thick Persian 
vegetable soup.

Mahsa Aliyari from Zanjan province 
and Farideh Salehi from Kermanshah 
shared the first award, Batul Naqdi 
from Ilam and Farzaneh Abdi from 
Zanjan shared the second award, 
CHTN reported on Saturday.

Zohreh Asadpur from Gilan and 
Robab Mohammadi from Zanjan 
shared the third award, and Mona 
Kazami from Kordestan received an 
honorable mention, the report said.

Iranian chefs Morteza Arefihakimi, 
Lida Samimi-Moqaddam, Shahrzad 
Ahmadi, and Seyyed Mehdi Hosseini 
constituted members of the jury for 
the four-day festival held in Zanjan.

A total of 120 stalls were set up by 
exhibitors from all Iranian provinces, 
the report added.

The traditional slow-cooked soup 
is typically made with a variety of 
ingredients but may include flat 
wheat noodles, turmeric, vegetables 
(broccoli, carrots, onion, celery, 
spinach), legumes (chickpeas, kidney 
beans), herbs (dill, mint, coriander, 
minced cilantro), and optional meat 
such as ground lamb, beef or chicken.

Depending on the type of Ash, it 
could contain different types of grain, 
legumes (chickpeas, black-eye beans, 
lentils), vegetables, tomato, herbs 
(parsley, spinach, dill, spring onion 
ends, coriander, dried mint), yogurt, 
onions, oil, meat, garlic, and spices, 
such as salt, pepper, turmeric, saffron, 
etc.

When it comes to Iran, food is also 
a delightful vehicle for discovering 
the ancient land that has long been 
situated at the crossroads of history.

A paradise for foodie travelers, Iran 
is where it’s not just food on the menu. 
Some believe that Iranian cuisine is 

itself a metaphor for the country: It’s 
savory, sweet, fragrant, and incredibly 
complex.

Iranian cuisine delicately combines 
characteristics and peculiarities of 
Near and West Asia, India and East 
Asia due to Iran’s checkered antiquity 
and the country’s location as a hub 
of trade between East and West on 
the historic Silk Roads. Similarly, 
the Persians have influenced many 
cuisines as part of their once policy of 
expansion.

There are many secrets to know 
about the Persian kitchen. An example 
of those very special characteristics 
is the medicinal aspects of Persian 
cuisine.

Next time that you hear from 
an Iranian that some kind of food 
is Cold (Sard) or Warm (Garm) 
remember that they may be speaking 
about something other than the 
temperature of the food but with 
its influence on the body and soul - 

very comparable to some aspects of 
Chinese cuisine.

Rooted in traditional Persian 
medicine, these beliefs are still very 
popular even in educated Iranian 
families. The ancient theory states 
that only a balanced diet with 
proportions of both types of food 
keeps people physically and mentally 
healthy.

For instance, some types of food 
such as lamb meat, onion, wheat, 
dates, nuts, and grapes are Warm and 
others such as beef, yogurt, cheese, 
cucumber, fish, beans, and rice are 
Cold.

TEHRAN—On Saturday, Persepolis hosted 
a photographic tour during which the invitees 
took professional shots of the majestic 
UNESCO-designated site in southern Iran.

Over ten photographers went on the tour, 
which was organized by Fars province’s tourism 
and cultural heritage directorate, CHTN 
reported.

Locally known as Takht-e Jamshid, Persepolis, 
whose magnificent ruins rest at the foot of 
Kuh-e Rahmat (Mountain of Mercy), was the 
ceremonial capital of the Achaemenid Empire. 
It is situated 60 kilometers northeast of Shiraz, 
the provincial capital.

The royal city of Persepolis, which ranks 
among the archaeological sites which have no 
equivalent, considering its unique architecture, 
urban planning, construction technology, and 
art, was burnt by Alexander the Great in 330 
BC apparently as revenge against the Persians 
because it seems the Persian King Xerxes had 
burnt the Greek City of Athens around 150 years 
earlier.

The city’s immense terrace was begun about 
518 BC by Darius the Great, the Achaemenid 
Empire’s king. On this terrace, successive kings 
erected a series of architecturally stunning 
palatial buildings, among them the massive 
Apadana palace and the Throne Hall (“Hundred-
Column Hall”).

This 13-ha ensemble of majestic approaches, 
monumental stairways, throne rooms 
(Apadana), reception rooms, and dependencies 
is classified among the world’s greatest 
archaeological sites.

TEHRAN—A photo exhibition featuring 
tourism destinations of Iran’s Fars province 
has recently been held in Damascus, CHTN 
reported on Saturday.

“A selection of works by Iranian photographer 
Amin Malekzadeh, which features tourist 
attractions of Fars province, went on show in 
a cultural week of Iran that was recently held in 
Damascus, Syria,” CHTN quoted the provincial 
tourism chief as saying on Saturday.

“Showcasing 30 frames of touristic, 
historical, and natural landscapes of Fars 
province, the exhibition in Syria was welcomed 
by visitors and tourists,” Seyyed Mo’ayed 
Mohsennejad said.

In addition, an exhibition of tribal outfits was 
held during the cultural week, the official said.

The ancient region of Fars also spelled Pars, 

or Persis was the heart of the Achaemenian 
Empire (550–330 BC), which was founded 
by Cyrus the Great and had its capital at 
Pasargadae. Darius I the Great moved the 
capital to nearby Persepolis in the late 6th or 
early 5th century BC.

Celebrated as the heartland of Persian 
culture for over 2000 years, the capital city 
of Shiraz has become synonymous with 
education, nightingales, poetry, and crafts 
skills passed down from generation to 
generation. It was one of the most important 
cities in the medieval Islamic world and was the 
Iranian capital during the Zand dynasty from 
1751 to 1794. Moreover, Shiraz is home to some 
of the country’s most magnificent buildings 
and sights. Increasingly, it draws more and 
more foreign and domestic sightseers flocking 
to this provincial capital.

Eram Garden, Afif-Abad Garden, Tomb of 
Hafez, Tomb of Sa’di, Jameh Mosque of Atigh, 
and Persepolis are among the historical, 
cultural, and ancient sites of Shiraz that are 
of interest to domestic and foreign tourists. 
The ancient city is also home to some 
magnificent historical gardens such as Bagh-e 
Narenjestan and Eram Garden, which are top 
tourist destinations both for domestic and 
international sightseers.

TEHRAN—Sarayan caravanserai, a Safavid 
era (1501-1736) mud-brick inn in eastern Iran, 
has joined a shortlist of historical caravanserais 
the country is hoping to win UNESCO recognition 
for.

Last year, the monument and a cistern 
nearby underwent extensive restoration work 
in preparation for being assessed by UNESCO 
experts, according to Sarayan’s tourism chief.

Global registration of such historical 
monuments could contribute to their 
preservation and protection, while it would lead 
to increased economic prosperity for the region 
by attracting more tourists, Mohammad Arab 
as said.

Located in the eastern province of South 
Khorasan, Sarayan caravanserai is one of the 
oldest tourist attractions of the city, which is 
still in use.

Within the caravanserai, which was listed on 
the National Heritage list in 2003, is the Sarayan 
Museum of Anthropology.

According to the tourism ministry, Iran has 
compiled a dossier for a selection of its historical 
caravansaries for a possible inscription on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list.

In this regard, cultural heritage experts 
assessed such monuments that are scattered 
across the country to make a shortlist in terms 
of their architecture and historical and cultural 
values.

Caravanserai is a compound word combining 
“caravan” with “Sara”. The former stands for a 
group of travelers and Sara means the building. 
They often had massive portals supported by 
elevated load-bearing walls. Guest rooms were 
constructed around the courtyard and stables 
behind them, with doors in the corners of the 
yard.

Iran’s earliest caravanserais were built during 
the Achaemenid era (550 - 330 BC). For many 
travelers to Iran, staying in or even visiting 
a centuries-old caravanserai can be a wide 
experience as they have an opportunity to feel 
the past, a time travel back into a forgotten age.

South Khorasan is home to many historical 
and natural attractions, such as Birjand Castle, 
Dragon Cave, Furg Citadel, and Polond Desert. 
It is also known for its famous rugs as well as 
its saffron and barberry, which are produced in 
almost all parts of the province.
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Sarayan caravanserai eyes 
UNESCO status

Professional photogs take shots 
of Persepolis

Winners of thick soup festival announced

Images of Fars attractions showcased in 
Damascus

People visit Naqsh-e Rostam, a must-see travel destination 
embracing majestic treasures from the Achaemenid and Sassanid eras in 

southern Iran.



TEHRAN – Considering spe-
cialized and experienced human 
resources, advanced medical 
facilities, and equipment, Iran 
can cooperate with the member 
countries of the World Health 
Organization to implement re-
gional health plans, Health Min-
ister Bahram Einollahi said at the 
meeting of the G5 group.

The meeting was held on Sat-
urday, attended by Iran, Iraq, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, and the 
World Health Organization, on 
the sidelines of the 69th session 
of the Regional Committee for 
the Eastern Mediterranean in 
Cairo, Egypt on October 10-13.

Ensuring health and con-
trolling pandemics requires the 
cooperation of all countries, es-
pecially neighboring countries, 
and if any country wants to pro-
vide its own health without con-
sidering this necessity, it will not 
be successful, Einollahi stated.

Iran has specialized and ex-
perienced human resources, 
advanced medical facilities and 
equipment, medicines, and ef-
ficient universities, and while 
preparing to cooperate with the 
member countries of the World 
Health Organization, it can im-
plement many plans of the G5.

Ahmed al-Mandhari, the World 
Health Organization director for 
Eastern Mediterranean Region, 

also expressed hope that the 
cooperation of this group will be 
expanded and accelerated, espe-
cially from the border points.

He announced the readiness of 
the Eastern Mediterranean Re-
gional Office for technical sup-
port to Group Five in the field of 
health and requested to use the 
experiences of this group.

Aamer Ikram, the Executive Di-
rector of the National Institute of 
Health Pakistan, also mentioned 
the cooperation of the G5 should 
become a suitable model for the 
Eastern Mediterranean coun-
tries.

There are many capacities in 
the member countries of the 

group of five, especially Iran, and 
these countries should use each 
other’s capacity, he stated.

Iran initiated the establish-
ment of the G5 in 2005 to pro-
mote subregional cooperation in 
health among the group of four 
countries – Afghanistan, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, and 
Pakistan – plus the World Health 
Organization as the fifth mem-
ber of this group to provide tech-
nical support in improving this 
collaboration.

Several activities have already 
been taken under this initiative, 
with the Islamic Republic of Iran 
taking responsibility for serving 
as its secretariat.

The first subregional work-
shop for G5 countries on health 
system strengthening was host-
ed by the Ministry of National 
Health Services, Regulations 
and Coordination of Pakistan on 
November 19–20, 2013 in Islam-
abad, Pakistan.

Exchanging experiences on is-
sues related to moving towards 
universal health coverage; de-
veloping national roadmaps and 
strategies for improving service 
delivery, population coverage, 
and financial risk protection; 
assisting each other in health 
workforce capacity develop-
ment activities, health system 
research, national health ac-
counts, and policy development; 
developing measurable indica-
tors related to three dimensions 
of universal health coverage are 
among the goals of this two-day 
meeting.

In June 2021, Ahmed al-Mand-
hari, the World Health Orga-
nization director for Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, said the 
Islamic Republic of Iran is a role 
model for primary health care.

For the past four decades, its 
PHC network has aimed to en-
sure that people have timely 
access to affordable, accessible, 
and acceptable essential health 
services, he explained.
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From page 1    When the COVID-19 pandemic 
struck, the Ministry continued developing the 
IPPP and expanded the planning process by an-
alyzing the gaps and challenges faced during 
the response and developing a real-time road-
map and implementation plan.

Ultimately, this will help secure the plan’s en-
dorsement by stakeholders and policy-makers.

Phase 1. Preparation and situation analysis
The Ministry reviewed national guidelines and 

emergency preparedness plans for landscape anal-
ysis. It also did a thorough review of national capac-
ities related to the pandemic response, including 
face-to-face interviews with 39 stakeholders and 
provincial counterparts of 15 ministries.

International guidelines and COVID-19 pandem-
ic response experiences of other countries were 
also reviewed, and lessons learned were contin-
uously documented. The Ministry then established 
the following ten pillars, or building blocks, for the 
plan: 1) national laws and regulations; 2) planning, 
coordination, budget, and support; 3) surveillance, 
rapid response, and risk assessment; 4) clinical 
management system; 5) health system response; 6) 
points of entry; 7) risk communications and commu-
nity engagement; 8) maintenance of essential ser-
vices; 9) supply of medical countermeasures; and 10) 
monitoring and evaluation of the control measures.

By the end of phase 1, the first draft of the plan 
was created.

Phase 2. Developing the plan
The first step in Phase 2 was to hold three 

consultative workshops between 25 and 30 June 
2022 for identified stakeholders and key organi-

zations under each pillar.

These workshops were supported through WHO’s 
Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) Framework 
Partnership Contribution. During these two-day 
workshops, participants – who held both executive 
and technical positions in their organizations – dis-
cussed strategic actions for each pandemic phase 
(interpandemic, alert, pandemic, and recovery).

They also planned tangible activities with time-
lines, responsible agency, and budget. 

The Ministry is now starting the second step of 
Phase 2, which involves consolidating the outputs of 
the June workshops through a series of consultative 
meetings with strategic ministries and agencies, in-
cluding the Ministry of Interior.

The Ministry then intends to share the consoli-
dated plan with the national steering committee for 
COVID-19 and influential policy-makers to get their 
support for implementation.

Phase 3. Evaluating, finalizing, and disseminating the plan

During Phase 3, the plan will be tested through a 
national tabletop simulation exercise, during which 
participants will propose tangible recommendations 
to revise and edit the plan.

Finally, the plan will be endorsed by high-level pol-
icy-makers, then disseminated to all stakeholders 
and sectors that contributed to the process.

Overall, this multi-sectoral and multidisciplinary 
approach towards drafting and updating the Islamic 
Republic of Iran’s IPPP is an example of how a nation-
al plan can be devised through a well-coordinated 
and structured mechanism focusing on multi-level 
capacity strengthening.

Holistic approach against influenza

TEHRAN – Some 1.4 million Iranians donated 
blood over the first six months of the current [Ira-
nian calendar] year (started March 21), the Blood 
Transfusion Organization spokesman has said.

In the aforementioned period, blood donation 
has increased by 13 percent compared to the same 
period last year, IRNA quoted Abbas Sedaqat say-
ing on Friday.

He went on to say that the highest blood donation 
growth was recorded in North Khorasan province at 
36.5 percent, Kordestan province at 32 percent, and 
Hamedan province at 28 percent, respectively.

Referring to the 4.3 percent women’s share of 
blood donation, he noted that the index of women’s 
participation in blood donation is significantly lower 
than the average of developed countries.

The Blood Transfusion Organization has produced 
about 4 million units of healthy blood products with 
the highest quality standards to meet the medical 
centers’ needs.

Referring to the continuous and repeated blood do-
nation index as the most important indicator on the in-
ternational scale and one of the influential components 
in the “blood health index”, he said that it was estimated 
at 85 percent in the aforesaid period.

Moreover, Tehraners donated 23 percent more 
blood in the first five months of this year compared 
to the same period last year, he added.

Blood donation in Iran

According to the reports provided by the World 
Health Organization, Iran competes with Europe and 
the U.S. in blood donation indices, even outpacing 
them in one or two cases.

Iran is among the countries of the Eastern Medi-
terranean region as a reference in the field of blood 
donation activities.

While blood donation in 70 countries still depends 
on replacement or paid donors, Iran is the first coun-
try in the region that has enjoyed voluntary blood 
donation by 100 percent since 2007.

More than 85 percent of all donated blood world-
wide is used to produce blood products, while the 
rate is 65 percent in Eastern Mediterranean coun-
tries. Iran ranks among the highest-income coun-
tries in terms of converting more than 97 percent 
of the blood donated by people to plasma-derived 
medicinal products (PDMP).

Only 55 of 171 countries produce PDMP through 
the fractionation of plasma collected in the reporting 
country. A total of 90 countries reported that all PDMPs 
are imported, 16 countries reported that no PDMP was 
used during the reporting period, and 10 countries did 
not respond to the question, according to WHO.

Iran currently has the highest blood donation rate 
in the Eastern Mediterranean region, so out of 9.9 
million blood donation units in this region, more than 
two million belongs to Iran.

Also, the index of blood donation is 25 per 1,000 
populations, while in the member states of the Eastern 
Mediterranean region, this number is 14.9 per 1000.

Over 2.1 million Iranians donate blood annually, 
Bashir Haji-Beigi, the former Blood Transfusion Or-
ganization spokesman, said in June.

There are currently 178 blood donation centers in 
the country, with Fars, Khorasan Razavi, Khuzestan, 
Tehran, and Mazandaran provinces having the larg-
est number of blood donation centers, he stated.

Over 1.4m Iranians donate blood in 6 months

Iran announces readiness to 
implement regional health plans
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‘Salt particles raising from Lake 
Urmia contained by 80%’

Salt particles raising from the catchment basin of Lake Urmia has 
been contained by nearly 80 percent, Farhad Sarkhosh, head of the 
provincial department for the Lake Urmia restoration program at 
West Azarbaijan has said.

In cooperation with the Forests, Range and Watershed 
Management Organization, some saplings and shrubs have been 
planted in the catchment basin of Lake Urmia to slow down the wind 
giving rise to salt particles since past three years, which cost 600 
billion rials (nearly $14 million), Sarkhosh said.

He went on to say that the major salt particle hotspots in the 
West Azarbaijan province include Jabal Kandi village in Urmia County, 
Saporghan, Urmia, Choopanloo and Miandoab, which are highly 
contained by planting vegetation, ISNA reported on Saturday.

نمکی  ریزگردهای  درصد   80 کنترل 
دریاچه ارومیه

مدیر دفتر استانی ستاد احیای دریاچه ارومیه در آذربایجان غربی گفت: نزدیک 
به 80 درصد از ریزگردهای نمکی حوضه آبریز دریاچه ارومیه کنترل شده است.

فرهاد سرخوش در گفت‌وگو با خبرنگار ایسنا با اشاره به اینکه حجم آب 
ورودی به دریاچه ارومیه باعث مرطوب شدن نمک‌های سطح دریاچه و 
کنترل ریزگردهای نمکی آن می‌شود افزود: خارج از بستر دریاچه ارومیه 
و در حوضه آبریز با همکاری منابع طبیعی و کاشت نهال و درختچه‌ها 
ریزگردهای نمکی کنترل می‌شود که از سال 93 تا 96 در این راستا 60 

میلیارد تومان هزینه شده است.
وی با بیان اینکه کانون بحرانی ریزگرد در آذربایجان غربی خاطرنشان کرد: 
کانون بحرانی ریزگردها در استان شامل منطقه جبل کندی در 45 کیلومتری 
ارومیه، منطقه سپورغان ارومیه، چوپان لو سلماس، و میاندوآب است که با 

نهال کاری تا حدود زیادی از این ریزگردها مهار شده‌اند. 

LEARN NEWS TRANSLATION
New cases 397

New deaths 6

Total cases 7,554,006

Total deaths 144,516

New hospitalized patients 123

Patients in critical condition 113

Total recovered patients 7,328,944

Diagnostic tests conducted 54,233,569

Doses of vaccine injected 154,894,125

COVID-19 UPDATES ON OCTOBER 15 

Bird migration season and three environmental challenges
By Faranak Bakhtiari

TEHRAN – The light shining on the glass 
of the buildings at night creates vision er-
rors for migratory birds, which kills many 
of them every year.

Every year, many migratory birds are 
killed by hitting glass buildings that have 
many artificial light sources next to them.

World Migratory Bird Day is a campaign 
to raise awareness and emphasize the pro-
tection of migratory birds and their hab-
itats. Every year, the second Saturday of 
May and October is known as World Migra-
tory Bird Day.

This year, October 21st was the World Day 
of Winter Migratory Birds, for which the 
slogan “Turning off the lights for the safe 
return of migratory birds to their home” 
has been chosen.

Too much light and the reflection of light 
on glass and walls causes thousands of 
birds to die every year because some birds 
turn to a light source such as stars, the 
moon, or any other natural light at night. 
Instinctively, they are used to looking at it 
and moving toward it.

Alireza Hashemi, an ornithologist, said in 
an interview with ISNA said that some birds 
migrate during the day and some at night. 
At night, birds determine their migration 
route based on lights such as starlight, 
but excessive light pollution disrupts this 
route.

In fact, many skyscrapers in the world kill 
thousands of birds every year because they 
did not make the conditions suitable for the 

environment and birds, he lamented.

In many cases, industries keep oil pits, 
oil ponds, and other polluting materials 
as open ponds, and their surface becomes 
shiny by light, and birds regard these ponds 
as a water bed and land in them.

If the environmental pollution is severe, 
they will die immediately, and if these 
ponds contain oil materials, they will be 
trapped after landing on it due to the high 
stickiness of the oil.

In addition to light pollution, air pollu-
tion, water, and food pollution, also affect 
the health of birds. In Iran, we have not 
done many in-depth studies on birds, but 
due to the special respiratory system of 
birds, air pollution has destructive effects 
on them, he said.

There are some sources of pollution in 
their food, because some heavy metals en-
ter their bodies and are not eliminated, but 
accumulate and kill the birds at once, even 
if the birds do not die, it has a negative ef-
fect on their reproduction, and as a result, 
causes their population to decrease.

Migratory birds do not belong to only 
one habitat and country, and taking care 
of them and observing environmental tips 
to keep them safe requires a collective will 
and international unity, he highlighted.

Iran hosting species of migratory birds

The annual census for migratory birds in 
Iran begins in the middle of the Iranian cal-
endar month of Dey (December 22-January 
20) and ends in the middle of the month of 
Bahman (January 21-February 19), through 
which Iran hosts rare species of migratory 
birds heading from north to the southern 
countries due to reduced seasonal tem-
peratures and food availability.

About 61,493 migratory birds were on 
the IUCN Red List, including the Dalma-
tian pelican, lesser white-fronted goose, 
red-breasted goose, common pochard, 
marbled duck, white-headed duck, Siberian 
crane, and great knot, which were observed 
in various parts of the country.

The largest population of migratory birds 
on the IUCN Red List belonged to the com-
mon pochard species with a population 
of 53,882 and the lowest population be-
longed to the two species of Siberian crane 
(one) and the red-breasted goose (two).

Mazandaran, Golestan, and Gilan prov-
inces hosts the largest population of mi-
gratory waterfowl and shorebirds in the 
winter.

Every year, with the participation of about 
15,000 forces, many of whom are volun-
teers, migratory waterfowl and shorebirds 
are counted in more than 100 countries.



Frome Page 1   The unveiling 
of the manuscript was a prelude 
to a program the library held on 
Tuesday to celebrate Hafez Day, 
which fell on October 12 this year. 

Shams ad-Din Mohammad, 
the celebrated Persian lyric poet 
who is best known as Hafez, is 
commemorated every year on 
the 20th of Mehr on the Iranian 
calendar.

Hafez is most famous for 
his divan, and among the many 
partial English translations of 
this work are those by Gertrude 
Bell and H. Wilberforce Clarke.

Hassan Anvari, a permanent 
member of the Academy of 
Persian Language and Literature, 
was among the literati and 
cultural figures attended the 
unveiling ceremony.

In a short speech, he said 
that the Divan of Hafez was not 
compiled by the Persian poet, 
but Shams ad-Din Mohammad 
Golandam, one Hafez’s close 
friends, collected his poems 
after his death.

“Hafez is considered a mystic 
and this is not for the present 
time. A mystical interpretation 
has been written about his divan 
in the past, but, based on the 
poems he has left behind, he 
rejects this idea,” Anvari stated.

“It can be said that like 
philosophers, Hafez has a 

systematic way of thinking, 
because his poems contradict 
each other,” he added.

“He lived in the 14th century 
and today we live in the 21st 
century. There are issues today 
that he could never even have 
imagined, therefore we can never 
expect him to give solutions 

to our present-day problems,” 
Anvari asserted.

However, he added, “We can 
learn some things from Hafez, 
Sadi and other poets that are still 
practicable. For example, we can 
use love to build ourselves, our 
families and our society.”  

Front cover of the Persian edition 
of Andy Wilson’s book “Making 
Stage Props: A Practical Guide”.

Mohsen Tanabandeh acts in a scene from “World War III”.

Literati unveil a rare manuscript of the Divan of Hafez at the National Library and Archives of Iran in Tehran on October 11, 2022. (NLAI)
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G U I D E  T O  S P I R I T U A L  A W A K E N I N G

Generosity is to help a deserving person without his request, and 
if you help him after his request, then it is either out of  

self-respect or to avoid rebuke.
Imam Ali (AS)

Prayer Times Noon:11:50       Evening: 17:46        Dawn: 4:49  (tomorrow)         Sunrise: 6:12  (tomorrow)

“Making Stage Props” at Iranian bookstores
TEHRAN – “Making Stage Props: 

A Practical Guide” by Andy Wilson 
has been published in Persian.

Qatreh is the publisher of the 
book originally published in 2003. 
It has been rendered into Persian 
by a team of translators led by 
Payam Forutan. 

Prop makers everywhere now 
have available to them a broader 

range of products and processes 
than ever before. 

“Making Stage Props” is a book 
for anyone involved in prop making 
who wishes to explore the wealth 
of materials and techniques open 
to them. 

This highly illustrated guide 
covers planning, costing and 
scheduling; tools and safety; 

working with wood, steel, and clay; 
making and repairing furniture; 
painting and finishing; and more. 

Andy Wilson has worked with 
theatrical companies throughout 
Britain, including the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. 

He currently teaches prop 
making at the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama.

Iran’s national library unveils rare 
manuscript of Divan of Hafez

OCTOBER  16, 2022

Mostra–Sao Paulo filmfest picks eight movies from Iran

Mahnaz Fathi: It was difficult persuading her to allow the sharing of her memories!

TEHRAN – Eight Iranian movies, including the 
country’s submission to the 2023 Oscars “World 
War III”, will be competing in the Mostra – Sao Paulo 
International Film Festival in Brazil.

Winner of the Orizzonti Award at the 79th Venice 
International Film Festival, “World War III” will be 
screened in the International Perspective section of 
the 46th edition of the festival, which will take place 
from October 20 to November 2 in Sao Paulo.

Directed by Hooman Seyyedi, the film also 
brought its star, Mohsen Tanabandeh, the award for 
best actor at Venice.

The film follows Shakib, a homeless day laborer 
who never got over the loss of his wife and son in 
an earthquake years ago. Over the last couple of 
years, he has developed a relationship with a deaf 
and mute woman, Ladan. The construction site 
on which he works today turns out to be the set 
of a film about the atrocities committed by Hitler 
during WWII. Against all odds, he is given a movie 
role, a house and a chance at being somebody. 
When Ladan learns about this, she comes to his 
workplace begging for help. Shakib’s scheme to 
hide her goes tragically wrong and threatens to 

ruin his newfound status and what seemed to be 
the opportunity of a lifetime.

“Imagine” by Ali Behrad, “The Locust” by Faezeh 
Azizkhani, “Until Tomorrow” by Ali Asgari, and “Won’t 
You Cry?” by Alireza Motamedi will be showcased in 
the New Directors Competition.

“Imagine” is about a daydreaming cab driver in 
Tehran who falls in love with a woman he can’t have, 
leading to a series of encounters, filled with mystery 
and playful moments.

“The Locust” tells the story of Hanieh, who 
abandons the hope of directing her semi-
autobiographical screenplay and sells it to her well-
connected best friend to direct instead. The latter 
keeps Hanieh around to advise in script meetings 
and cast rehearsals, but as the production wears 
on, it becomes painfully clear that neither the new 
director nor her highly critical crew have any respect 
for our protagonist’s original vision.  

In “Until Tomorrow”, Fereshteh is studying and 
works at a printers’ shop in Tehran. She wants to go 
to the US but is having trouble finding the time for 
a language course. This is because she also has a 
two-month-old baby that her parents know nothing 

about. When they announce at short notice that they 
are coming to visit, Fereshteh has to find another 
place for one night for her illegitimate child and 
everything that would give away her existence. What 
at first seems resolvable with a phone call to a few 
friends soon develops into a difficult undertaking.

“Won’t You Cry?” is about a man who loses the 
ability to cry after the death of his younger brother. 
As he deals with grief and the separation from his 
wife, he tries to reconcile his job at a football website 
with depression and a lack of meaning in life.

An interview with the author of the book 
“Farangis”

The author of “Farangis,” is Mahnaz Fatahi, 
who had the opportunity to meet the Supreme 
Leader after her book had been commended by 
him last week.

* What led you to choose to write about the 
war years?

My father was a soldier, and we used to live 
in Kermanshah’s border regions. As a result, we 
sensed the beginning of the war much before it 
was declared to have begun. We were bombed 
in the city or evacuated during the eight years 
of the war, and I have written and worried about 
this since I was a child. Later, the war came to an 
end, we grew up, and I finished my education, but 
the war had already shaped my life.

* What things did you write about when you 
were a child?

When I was a member of the intellectual 
development center, which had a section where 
it assisted children who enjoyed poetry and 
stories, I used to write memories, poems, and 
stories to express my feelings. Even with the 
bombers present at the time, I continued this 
activity.

* What drew you to Farangis’s memories?

When a woman accomplishes a significant, 
masculine feat, as Farangis did, for instance, this 
kind of thing is very shocking and intriguing. The 

sight of a statue of this woman on the city’s main 
street drew me in. She killed one Baathist soldier 
and captured another.

* Wasn’t it hard to collect and write these 
memories?

It was very difficult! Farangis lives in Gilangarb, 
while I reside in Kermanshah. It takes a while 
to travel back and forth and is a three-hour 
drive there. At first, Farangis did not want her 
memoirs to be published, and it was challenging 
to persuade her. Everything had conspired 
to make writing challenging because of her 
extensive suffering.

* What, in your opinion, separates men from 
women when it comes to their memories of 
war?

Women’s memoirs have feminine undertones 
and qualities that make the book more appealing, 
and reading from a woman’s perspective is 
different from reading from a man’s perspective, 
especially considering that these women were 
typically in the background. You can observe 
the activities and daily life in the village where 
Farangis is located.

* Wouldn’t it be challenging for you to start 
writing again if you were offered a narrative 
similar to Farangis?

Even though it’s challenging, I’ll definitely write 
about it. Generally speaking, it is demanding 
to write about the holy defense and to want to 

transport readers back to that period after 30 
years, but because we gain many experiences 
through this process, it is valuable, and when the 
book is seen, the fatigue vanishes.

* Since you write stories and are involved in 
memory writing, you must have encountered 
the problem that authors frequently alter 
the original story in an effort to make the 
memory more enticing. This type of work is 
meant to keep the audience, but real space 
distorts memories. How do you walk the fine 
line between keeping the reader engaged and, 
of course, not distorting the memories when 
writing memoirs?

I think it’s important to keep the original 
memories and customs alive. And I believe that 
literary language can be used in a way that 
makes these memories appealing to the reader, 
provided that it doesn’t damage the essence of 
the narrations and memories. This interference 
shouldn’t occur in the adventures, of course.

* Do you also pen works aimed at educating 
children about the war?

The Bitter Taste of Dates, my first book, was 
my memories and is written in the style of a 
story. It is about the war as seen through the 
eyes of children. I also have other books because I 
am familiar with the story and the emotional and 
psychological environment of children. My most 
recent book is “Gambi,” which means “lost,” and 
it’s a children’s book about the holy defense. 

History of modern Persian short story
Part 5
Their short stories reveal the tragic lives of the 

poor who, gripped by dire need, are ready to sell 
their own flesh and blood in order to survive. 

They portray sharecroppers crushed by the 
tyranny of landlords and browbeaten by village 
law-enforcers, or peasants forced off their land by 
drought and famine, who flock to the cities to swell 
the ranks of the jobless. 

Pictures of poverty and despair are juxtaposed 
with the trivial pursuits of wanton landlords, 
greedy village elders and police agents, against a 
backdrop of cheerless village life.

Towards the end of the 1960s and the early 
1970s, the wave of protests against social 
oppression and dictatorial rule swelled with the 
rise of popular dissatisfaction. 

Censorship intensified and the confiscation of 
adverse published materials became routine. Some 
authors were imprisoned. To avoid censorship, 
many short-story writers turned to allegorical 
fiction, establishing a new sub-genre of symbolical 
short stories in modern Persian literature. 

Hushang Golshiri’s short story “Masum” in the 
collection Namaz-Khane-ye Kuchak-e Man (My 
Little Prayer-Room, 1975) relies on allegorical 
techniques to express obliquely the oppressive 
social and political conditions in the country. 

Jamal Mirsadeqi resorts to a similar stratagem 
in his short story Dovalpa (1971). Put under 
enormous political, social, and psychological 
pressure, the characters in his stories nearly lose 
their individuality and essential humanity but 
finally manage to regain their true selves. 

Samad Behrangi, whose best-known tale 
is “Mahi-e Siah-e Kuchulu (1968; tr. M. and E. 
Hooglund as “The Little Black Fish” in The Little 
Black Fish and Other Modern Persian Stories, 
Washington, D.C., l976), wrote stories for 
children and young adults. 

Behrangi’s works use the suggestive power of 
legend and the folk take to highlight the need for 
political activism and social commitment.

Two other writers from the same generation, 
whose works fall outside the present classification, 
are Shahrnush Parsipur (b. 1947) and Ghazaleh 
Alizadeh (1948-96). 

Parsipur is better known for her novels. She 
has only two collections of shorter fiction: 
Avizeha-ye Bolur (The Crystal Earrings, 1977), 
which contains fantastic and surrealist sketches 
and stories, and Zanan Bedun-e Mardan (Women 
without Men, 1990), a book of connected stories 
about the issues which arise when several 
women with very different characters and 
sensibilities decide to live together. 

Alizadeh was also primarily a novelist. She 
wrote only one collection of short stories, Safar-e 
Nagozashtani (Journey without End, 1977), 
containing three surrealist stories of magical 
quests. The poetic language of her prose is in 
harmony with the arcane subject-matter.

The period of diversity
The third period in the development of modern 

Persian fiction has brought forth disparate 
literary movements. 

The Revolution of 1978-79 with its political 
purges and dramatic social upheavals, and the 
war between Iraq and Persia with its heavy loss 
in human life, have presented authors with new 
themes and topics. 

At first the most established Persian 
writers continued pursuing their original 
concerns—the struggle against the injustices 
of the former regime, the drive for freedom of 
thought and speech, and of the press. 

These aspirations coincided with the initial goals 
of the revolutionary movement, and in the first 
few years after the revolution the modern Persian 
short story made considerable progress. 

Some of the well-known writers of the 
previous period developed their short stories 
in new directions; new authors created works 
worthy of notice. 

The number of short-story writers increased, 
with many women among them. Despite this 
sudden growth, it soon became apparent that the 
new government favored traditionalist writers and 
had little regard for modernity. 

Traditionalism became the official policy in all 
spheres of life. Writers were encouraged to turn to 
traditional models and to reviving trends which had 
all but expired after the Constitutional Movement. 

The traditional stories (qesseh) was suddenly 
spruced up again and promoted as a new sub-
genre: the Islamic tale. Policy makers were 
convinced that modern writers, bewitched by 
a paradoxical mixture of a narrow and limiting 
concept of human reason on the one hand, and 
by their obsession with carnal instincts on the 
other, were incapable of attaining to the higher 
reality of divine revelation. 

Traditional storytelling was seen as a suitable 
medium for the popularization of religious thought 
and theological ideas. Thus, in an attempt to 
create new Islamic fiction, many Islamic writers 
abandoned the literary standards and creative 
criteria of the short-story genre.

Subsidized and promoted by the establishment, 
the new Islamic stories were expected to 
demonstrate two basic qualities: piety and a 
suitable choice of themes and subject matter. 

The authors who followed the government’s 
direction focused on religious myths and legends 
and on the political and social problems of the day. 

The new trend had no occasion to mature or 
to attain artistic distinction. Most of the Islamic 
tales were built around well-worn themes and 
contrived characters. 

They were hastily patched up together, full 
of clichés, and poorly crafted—not unlike the 
literary output of Soviet socialist realism under 
Zhdanov, which had to serve the ideological 
directives of the state. 

Now, several decades after the revolution, 
Islamic writers have gradually abandoned the folk 
tale genre, returning to more conventional forms 
of contemporary short-story writing. 

Some modernist authors, on the other 
hand, have followed modernism and post-
modernism to an excessive degree, severing all 
ties with their immediate social environment, 
and succumbing to nihilistic moods and 
individualistic fantasies. 

Such works are often crude and unreadable 
imitations of world-famous masterpieces. 
However, the majority of Persian writers are 
following in the footsteps of their notable 
predecessors and, drawing on the new 
achievements of world literature, continue to 
develop and expand modern Persian fiction. 

Many have published novels and short stories 
worthy of notice. Still, it is too early for an 
objective assessment of the post-revolutionary 
period in Persian fiction. 

In time the chaotic diversity of literary 
movements and fads will settle into a discernible 
pattern. Only then will it be fully possible to 
distinguish the writers whose works have endured 
and to assess their artistic merit.

Source: Encyclopedia Iranica

Concluded.
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